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cans of  their  folly.  Nothing  but  madness  can 
induce  a  man  to  form  unwarrantable  associa- 
li'.M.s   with   I  iitliii.siasts,  whose  ill-timed  folly 
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in  inevitable  destruction. 
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e,>,  a  Member  of  Ibis  House,        - 

Petition  oni.iniiaii  <  iuldtliwail,  of  Boslon, 

Pay  Roll  nl  the  .^l,..,p  Eiiierpn.se,  on  Lake 
Champlam,         ..---. 
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tain, ....... 

Petition  of  Timothy  Edwards  and  Sam'l  Brown, 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday,  the  20th  day  of  Sep- 
tember next,       ...... 


VIRGINIA   CONVENTION. 

J«/«  17,  Convention  met  at  Richmond,          .         -         -  305 

List  of  the  Delegates,      .....  365 
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Tazewell,  Clerk, 307 
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under  a  Proclamation  of  Lord  Dunmore,      -     367 

19,  Comiuittee  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance  for  raising 

and  embodying,  iiinriediately,  an  armed  Force 
sufficient  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  the 
Colony,    ..-..-.     368 
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dian aflairsj  proceedings  at  a  Treaty  with  the 
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ing that  certain  scandalous  and  false  reports 
against  him  were  in  circulation,  requested  an 
inquiry,     .--.-..     3(30 

24,  Exportation  of  Provisions  of  any  kind  prohibit- 

ed, after  the  5th  day  of  August  next,     -          -     369 

25,  Memorial  from  the  Committee  for  the  County 
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Thanks  to  the  Committee  on  the  Western  Wa- 
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Proceedings  of  the  Convention  relative  to  Mr. 
Bland  to  be  sent  to  the  Continental  Congress 
and  to  Arthur  Lee,  in  London,     -          -          -     371 

Letter  from  the  Officers  of  the  Volunteer  Com- 
panies in  Williamsburgh,  informing  the  Con- 
vention they  have  taken  means  to  secure  all 
the  Moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver- 
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for  His  Majesty,  -         -          -          -  -     37 1 

Their  Resolutions  disapproved  by  the  Conven- 
tion, and  they  are  requested  not  to  carry  them 
into  execution,  .....     370 

29,  Committees  in  the  several  Counties  requested  to 
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Auf;ust  Remonstrance  froin  the  Merchants  of  Norfolk 
1,         against  the  Resolution  stopping  the  exporta- 
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Augustine, 373 

Letter'  from  the  Volunteer  Companies  of  Wil- 
liamsburgh, requesting  some  certain  line  for 
their  conduct  may  be  laid  down,  -         ..     373 
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fully  complied  with;  the  new  levies  will  soon 
be  at  the  Camp,  though  other  men  must  be 
raised  for  the  security  of  New-London,  Ston- 
ington,  New- Haven,  and  Lyme, 

,  Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  New- 
York.  The  Ministry,  impressed  with  the  ne- 
cessity of  removing  the  Troops  from  Boston, 
after  repeated  councils  to  determine  where  they 
should  be  stationed,  have  referred  it  to  theCom- 
manding  Officers  in  Boston ;  Emissaries  are 
busy  throughout  the  Kingdom  in  procuring 
signers  to  Addresses  to  the  King,  praying  him 
to  proceed  in  cutting  the  throats  of  his  Ameri- 
can subjects, 

Articles  of  Neutrality  agreed  upon  and  signed, 
at  the  Camp  near  Ninety-Six,  by  William  Hen- 
ry Drayton,  Commissioner  appointed  by  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  South-Carolina,  and  Col. 
Thomas  Fletchull  and  others,  Deputies  from  a 
number  of  the  people  living  between  Broad 
and  Saluda  IJivers,      ----- 

,  Letter  from  William  H.  Drayton  to  the  Council 
of  Safety  for  South-Carolina,  recommending 
them  to  make  hostages  of  the  Governour  and 
the  Officers;  to  do  this  is  not  more  dangerous 
than  what  has  been  done,  and  our  situation  is 
utterly  precarious  while  he  is  at  liberty, 
Letter  from  the  Committee  for  Elizabeth  City 
County  and  Town  of  Hampton,  Virginia,  to 
Capt.  Squire,  in  reply  to  his  Letter  of  the  10th 
instant.  Upon  his  delivering  up  all  the  Slaves 
on  board  his  vessel  to  their  owners,  and  the 
property  he  has  seized,  they  will  restore  the 

vessel  he  claims, 

Thanks  of  the  Commiiicc  to  Major  Lines  for  his 
prompt  march  to  their  assistance,  on  the  alarm 
occasioned  by  the  threats  in  the  insolent  Letters 
of  a  certain  Matthew  Squire,  Commander  of 
His  Majesty's  Ship  the  Otter, 
Officers   of  a   Minute   Company  in    Cornwall, 

Orange  County,  New- York, 
Letter  from  an  Officer  at  Isle-aux-Noi.x  to  a  Gen- 
tloman  in  New- York.  Movements  of  the  Army 
since  the  2d  instant,  -  -  -  .  . 
Letter  from  John  Wetherhead  to  the  New- York 
Committee  of  Safety,  denying  the  charges 
against  him,  that  he  had  informed  Captain  Van- 
deput  of  the  intention  to  remove  the  Guns  from 
the  Battery  on  the  23d  of  August,  and  of  pur- 
chasing Provisions  to  be  sent  to  Boston, 
Letter  to  a  Gentleman  in  New- York  from  an 
Officer  at  Isle-aux-Noix.  The  Army  will 
move  for  St.  John's  to-morrow.  The  Savages 
appear  barbarous  to  the  last  degree;  they  dug 
up  our  dead,  and  mangled  them  in  the  most 
shocking  manner,  ----- 
Letter  from  Quebeck.  The  accounts  are  that  the 
Continental  Troops  are  laying  siege  to  St. 
John's.  Persons  here  are  employed  in  collect- 
ing Canadians  to  take  up  arms,  but  they  have 
met  with  little  or  no  success,         -         -          . 

,  New-Castle  (Delaware)  Committee  reject  the 
Petition  of  Charles  McKenzie  to  load  for  a 
foreign  Port, 

,  Intelligence  received  by  the  Congress  of  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Army  under  General  Schuyler, 

,  Letter  from  Clm  bi  rk  "to  a  Cientleman  in  Philadel- 
phia. The  British  and  Canadian  Militia  here 
consist  of  about  eleven  himdred  men ;  the 
greater  part  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of 
Government,      ------ 

,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  Ciovernour 
Cooke.  Captain  Whipple's  expedition  to  Ber- 
muda for  Powder  may  be  suspended.  The 
voyage  to  Bayonnc^  is  approved  and  rccom- 
nieiid(  d,     -       " 
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8,  Committees  of  several  Towns,  convened  at  Bel- 
lingham,  ^Massachusetts,  declare  Captain  Ed- 
ward Clarke,  of  Rutland,  for  purchasing  and 
selling  Tea,  contrary  to  the  Association,  is  an 
enemy  to  American'  Liberty,  and  ought  to  be 
treated  as  such,  ----- 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  and  Aldermen 
of  the  Town  of  Kingston-upon-Hull,  to  the 
King,  declaring  their  abhorrence  of  the  unna- 
tural rebellion  which  prevails  in  some  of  His 
Majesty's  Colonies  in  North-America, 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Merchants, 
and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Kmc- 
ston-upon-Hull.  to  the  King,  expressing  the 
hope  that  His  Majesty's  wise  and  resolute  pro- 
ceedings against  his  rebellious  subjects  in  Ame- 
rica will  bring  them  to  a  sense  of  their  duly 
and  submission  to  the  laws  of  their  Mother 
Coimtry,  .-.--. 

Address  of  the  Guild  or  Brotherhood  of  Masters 
and  Pilots,  Seamen  of  the  Trinity-House  of 
Kingston-upon-Hull,  to  the  King,  assuring 
His  Majesty  that,  as  far  as  they  are  able,  they 
will  assist  him  in  bringing  the  unhappy  and 
deluded  People  of  the  Colonies,  now  in  open 
rebellion,  to  a  sense  of  their  allegiance. 

Resolutions  of  the  Philadelphia  Committee,  de- 
claring that  no  person  or  persons  ought  to  in- 
flict punishment  on  any  one  on  a  suspicion  of 
violating  the  Continental  Association;  and  that 
no  one  has  a  right  to  the  protection  of  a  com- 
munity or  society  he  wishes  to  destroy, 

Letter  from  the  New- York  Committee  of  Safety, 
to  the  Continental  Congress,  requesting  com- 
missions for  the  Officers,      -         .         -         - 

Letter  from  the  New-York  Committee  of  Safety 
to  the  Contirjental  Congress,  enclosing  plans 
and  estimates  for  the  Fortifications  in  the  High- 
lands, and  their  Correspondence  with  General 
Wooster,  who  declines  sendmg  any  of  his 
Troops  to  assist  in  erecting  the  Fortifications, 

Mr.  Romans's  estimates  of  the  expense  of  erect- 
ing the  Fortifications,  -         -         -         . 

Report  of  Mr.  Romans  to  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty of  New- York,  with  Plans  and  Descriptions 
of  the  Fortifications,    -         -          -          -          - 

Plan  of  Hudson  River,  from  Cook's  Island  to 
Butter-Hill, 

Plan  of  the  Works  already  erected  and  to  be 
erected  near  Martelaer's  Rock,     - 

Plans  marked  No.  1  and  No.  '2,       - 

Plan  marked  No.  3, 

Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Septem- 
ber 13,  directing  General  Wooster  to  send  a 
full  Company  of  the  Troops  under  his  com- 
mand to  assist  in  erecting  the  Fortifications  in 
the  Highlands, 

Letter  from  General  Wooster  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  September  15.  Cannot  disperse  his 
Troops  M'ithout  the  order  of  General  Wash- 
ington, or  the  Continental  Congress, 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  General 
Wooster,  September  16,  enclosing  the  order  of 
the  Continental  Congress,    -         -         -         - 

Resolution  of  Congress  of  June  10,  1775,  placing 
the  Connecticut  Troops  under  the  direction  of 
the  New- York  Provincial  Congress,     - 

LeUer  froin  General  Wooster  to  the  Committee 
of  Safetjf,  September  17.  No  Provincial  Con- 
gress can  interfere  in  the  disposition  of  the  Con- 
tinental Troops,  much  less  control  the  orders 
of  any  General  Officer.  He  will  with  alacrity 
obey  any  lawful  summons,  -         -         -         - 

New- York  Committee :  Recommend  to  the  Friends 
in  this  City  to  raise  a  contribution  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Poor, 

Persons  recommended  to  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee,      ------- 

Letter  from  Guert  Spt.  Dc  Wint  to  the  New- 
York  Committee  of  Safet\-, 

Letter  from  Thimias  Hazard  to  the  New- York 
Committee  of  Safety,  with  nominations  of 
Field-Officers  for  the  Second  Independent 
Battalion  of  New- York,      -         -         -         - 

Letter  from  the  Tryon  County  Committee  to  the 
New- York  Congress,  with  a  Return  of  Offi- 
cers fur  the  B.ittalions  in  Trj'on  County, 
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a  Committee  of  Congress  be  sent  to  the  camp, 

21,  L(tter  from  Cieneral  Montgomery  to  Cieneral 

Schuyler.  He  has  acquainted  the  Cauo-him- 
wagas  they  may  go  to  their  hunting  grounds, 
on  the  Lakes,  whenever  they  please,  and  re- 
quests orders  may  be  given  that  none  molest 
them, 

20,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  New.Y'ork 
Congress.  General  Montgomery  is  besieging 
St.  John's,  but,  from  a  deficiency  in  Artillery, 
the  work  goes  on  slowly.  In  great  want  of 
Powder.  Several  of  the  'First  New-Y'ork  Re. 
giment  have  d.-serted  to  the  enemy;  and  Cap- 
tain Motte,  of  the  same  corps,  shamefully  ran 
away  from  our  Battery,  when  not  one  of  the 
I  neniy  was  near  him,  .... 

20,  L.  tier  from  Ciovernoitr  Trumbull  to  Cieneral 
Schuyler.  Doubts  the  correctness  of  the  in. 
formation  on  which  Mr.  Lynch,  a  Member  of 
the  Congress,  and  recently  from  Ticnnderoga, 
founds  his  statements  with  regard  to  the  Con. 
necticut  'I'roops.  Has  written  to  Colonel  Hm- 
man  for  a  true  state  of  the  facts,    ... 

20,  Letter  from  ( iovernour  Cooke  to  General  Wash, 
ington.  The  Packet  suit  out  to  countermand 
Captain  Whipple's  voyage  to  Bermuda  did  not 
see  lam.  It  is  probable  he  has  pursued  his 
voyage,    .-.-.-- 

20,  Letter  from  Cieneral  Washington  to  the  Comicil 
of  Massachusetts-Bay.  Recommends  to  thiir 
attention  an  Clneida  Chief,  who  is  on  a  visit  to 
the  camp.  His  report  to  his  Tribe,  on  his  re- 
turn, will  have  important  consequences, 

20,  Petition  of  the  Field-Utficers  of  Cieneral  Sulli- 
van's Brigade  to  the  New-Hampshire  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  for  pennissi.m  for  the  Ciene- 
ral to  till  u;-  vacancies  in  the  New-Hampshire 
Forces. 

20,     Letter   lr..ni   Colonel  Ani..l.l,  at  Foil  Western, 

ward,  as  i,.<i  as  po>.-iM.'.  ProNTsLins,  &c.,  to 
Fort   H.il.i.ix. 

30,  Address  ol  tlie  Provost.  &c.,  of  the  City  of  Stir- 
ling, to  the  King.  Sincendy  regret  that  the 
]).  are  of  His  Maji'Sty's  Dominions  has  been 
di.sturbi'd  by  a  part  ot  their  intiiluated  fellow- 
siibj.-. is  ill  "the  Colonics,      .  .  .  - 

On,  A'l  Ir.ss  of  ih.'  <_iincers  of  the  First  Regiment 
of  ill.'  U.v.inshire  Militia  to  the  King.  None 
can  liol.l  111  uri'ater  detestation  than  they  do 
th.'  iiiinaiural  behaviour  of  His  Majesty's 
Aiii.ii.aii  siibj'Cts;  and  thiy  are  as   readv  to 

.su|,|,r,'.-s  ill.' int.  iii.il  .11.' s.il  CireatBri'tam 

OS  lli.il  U'lH  lilt  c.iuiKiyiii.  II  have  been  in  as- 
s.-iiiii:^  til.'  |iisi  niiiisol  il,.'  British  Empire 
111  A n.-.-i.' 

31)  A'i'li.ssoMii"  C.i.il.iii.n.  &.-..  oftheBui-h..i 
(,,,'al-Vaini..iitii,  loll..'  Kmg.  They  lam.  nt 
th.-  inis.ry  and  alileir  the  conduct  of  th.'ir  ib'- 
lud.'d  fellow-subjects  in  parts  of  His  Maj.sty  s 
Ainerioim  Colonies,  who  have  plunged  them, 
s.  Ivis  into  oii.n  rebelliiin,    .  -  -          - 
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SO,  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  Quebeck  to  his 
father  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland.  Mentions  seve- 
ral slight  engagements  with  the  Rebels,  since 
last  May,  in  which  they  were  always  defeated, 
with  little  or  no  loss  to  His  Majesty's  Troop.?, 

Message  from  the  Charlestown  (South-Carolina) 
Committee  to  the  Governonr,  Lord  William 
Campbell,  expressing  their  regret  at  his  re- 
tiring on  board  a  King's  Ship,  and  requesting 
his  return  to  the  City,'         -          .         -         - 

Reply  of  the  Governoiir.  He  will  not  return 
to  Charlestouii  till  he  can  support  the  King's 
authority.  The  presumption  of  their  address 
can  only  be  equalled  by  the  outrages  which 
obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  the  King's 
Ship, '  - 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Charlestown  to 
Captain  Thornborough,        .         .         -         - 

AdvertiseiTient,  by  Rich'd  Henderson  and  others, 
of  the  Lands  in  I'ransylvania,  lately  purchased 
from  the  Cherokees,    -         -         -          .         - 

Mr.  Holt's  Printing-office  taken  from  Norfolk, 
on  board  one  of  the  British  Ships,  by  order  of 
Lord  Dun  mo  re,  .         .         .         -         - 

Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  Gene- 
ral Washington.  Congress  has  appointed  a 
Committee  to  repair  to  the  Camp  and  confer 
with  him, 

Li'tter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  Govern- 
our  Trumbull,  informing  him  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  to  confer  with  General 
Washington,  and  requesting  him  to  meet  with 
the  Committee,  .         .         .         .         - 

Instructions  to  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Congress  to  repair  immediately  to  CambridL;r, 
to  confer  with  Cieneral  Washington, 

Memorial  from  the  Committee  for  the  County  of 
Cumberland,  in  New-Jersey,  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress;  requesting  they  may  be  supplied 
with  some  Powder  for  their  defence,  as  they 
are  without  aminunition,  defenceless,  and  ex- 
posed to  the  depredations  of  Ministerial  robbers. 

Letter  from  Hendrick  Fisher  to  the  New- York 
Committee  of  Safety,  -         -         -         -         - 

Letter  from  John  McDonald  to  the  New- York 
Congress,  with  an  account  of  his  examination 
of  a  Lead  Mine  in  Newburgh,     - 

Letter  from  Thomas  Palmer  to  the  New- York 
Congress:  offering  them  perinission  to  work 
his  Lead  Mine  for  a  small  profit. 

Returns  of  Officers  for  GJoshen,  Orange  County, 
New- York, 

Officers  for  Northeast  Precinct  of  Marlborough, 
Ulster  County,  New- York, 

The  Tories  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  disarmed, 

Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  President 
of  Congress,  recommending  to  their  attention 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Ivirkland,  who  has  rendered  the 
country  great  service,  -         .         .          - 

General  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, at  Cambridge,  September  23, 

Return  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Colonies,  conmianded  by  Richard 
Gridley,  September  23,        -         .         -         . 

Return  of  Major  John  Crane's  Company,  of  the 
Train  of  Artillery,  of  the  Rhode- Island  Forces, 
October  1, 

Proposals  by  Richard  Gridley,  to  General  Wash- 
ington, for  easting  Ordnance, 

Orders  by  General  Washington,  from  September 
22  to  September  30, 

List  of  the  Colonels  of  the  several  Regiments 
raised  by  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 
and  where  stationed.    -         -         -         -         - 

Return  of  the  Field  and  Stafl"  Officers  belonging 
to  the  Twenty-Seventh  Regiment  of  Foot,  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Colonies, 
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Si'jil.  l,Not  less  than  thirty  nor  more  than  fifty  Men  to 
man  each  Armed  Boat,  .... 
Monthly  Pay  to  the  Otficers  and  Men  employed 
in  the  Provincial  Armed  Boats,  -  -  - 
Weekly  allowance  of  Provisions  and  Rum,  or 
Malt  Beer,  to  every  man,  Ofliccrs  and  Pri- 
vates, employed  in  the  Armed  Boats,     - 


ip!.  2,  On  application  from  C4eneral  Washington,  dated 
at  Camp,  August  24,  for  a  supply  of  Gunpow- 
der, ordered  that  two  tons  be  immediately  sent, 
G,  Parole  of  Rowley  Godfrey,  Lieutenant  of  the 
Forty-Eighth  Regiment,  now  quartered  in  the 
Island  of  Grenada,  a  prisoner,       -         -         - 

7,  Permission  given  to  Colonel  George  Slaughter 

to  purchase  one  hundred  pounds  of  Powder, 
for  the  use  of  the  new  settlement  in  Virginia, 
on  Kentucky,    ------ 

8,  Parole  nf  f^.  ornrc  Etherington,  Major  of  the  Se- 

cciihI  HjhiIioh  of  His  iMajesty's  Royal  Ameri- 

Ci'mlicaic  iiiiiiishcd  to  Major  Etherington,  with 

a  copy  of  his  Parole,  .         -         .         . 

II,    Committee  appointed  to  sink  a  Chevaux-de-Frise 

in  the  river,  opposite  the  Fort,      ... 

James  Montgomery  appointed  to  command  the 
Armed  Boat  Ranger,  .... 

John  Rice  to  command  the  Dickinson, 

John  Hamilton  to  command  the  Congress, 

Benjamin  Thompson  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the 
Experiment,       ...... 

15,    Dales  of  the  Commissions  of  the  Commanders  of 
seven  of  the  Armed  Boats,   .... 

10,  Pilots  of  the  Bay  and  River  Delaware  to  avoid 
going  on  board  British  Men  of  War,  during 
the  present  struggle  for  liberty,     ... 

Pileits  ref[uested  to  lay  up  their  Boats  on  or  be- 
fore the  20th  day  of  September,  and  cautiously 
avoid  going  on  any  navigable  water,     - 

Pilots  who  shall  conduct  or  bring  any  British 
iVIan-of-War  up  the  Bay  of  Delaware,  re- 
quired, on  his  release,  to  repair  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  prove  that  he  was  compelled  to 
that  service,       ---... 

Any  Pilot  who  puts  himself  in  the  way  of  being 
taken  on  board  a  King's  Ship  shall  be  deemed 
an  enemy  to  America,  and  a  traitor  to  his 
country,    ....... 

Instructions  to  Mr.  Henry  Fisher  at  Lewistown, 

Committee  to  draw  up  a  Memorial  to  the  As- 
sembly for  a  further  grant  of  money, 

19,  John  Moulder,  James  Blair,  and  Robert  Eyres, 

each  appointed  to  command  an  Armed  Boat,  - 

Jeremiah  Simmons,  John  Chatham,  James  Allen, 

and  (ieorge  Garland,  appointed  Lieutenants,  - 

20,  Richard  Wells  and  Daniel  Alurphy,  Pilots,  per- 

mitted to  go  to  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  but  cau- 
tioned against  being  taken  on  board  any  Man- 

of-War,    -         -    ^ 

Account  of  Powder  received  from  and  delivered 
on  account  of  the  Continental  Congress, 

22,  Major  Rogers,  a  British  officer  on  half-pay,  ar- 

rested and  brought  before  the  Committee, 
Charles  Slade,  lately  from  England,  brought  be- 
fore the  Committee,  suspected  of  being  a  Spy, 

23,  Parole  given  by  Major  Robert  Rogers,    - 

21,  Further  account  with  the  Continental  Congress 

for  Powder, 

20,  Five  hundred  weight  of  Gunpowder,  and  twelve 
liundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  Lead,  ordered  to 
be  delivered  to  Captain  Sanuiel  Moorhead,  to 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of 
Westmoreland,  ...... 

20,    Memorial  to  the  Assembly  for  a  further  grant  of 
Money,     ....... 

Estimate  of  Moneys  already  expended  and  to  be 
expended   for  the  defence  of  the  Province  ul 
Pennsylvania,    ...... 

Samuel  Slade  permitted  to  go  to  New-York, 

30,  Associators  having  Provincial  Arms  requested 
to  return  them,  as  there  is  a  probability  the 
boats  of  war  lately  built  may  be  called  into 
actual  service,  and  arms  for  them  can  neither 
be  bouclit  nor  made,  .          -          -         -          - 


et  pursuant  to  adjournment, 
to  wait  on  the  Governour,  and  inform 
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18,  Hon 

Comr 

hiin  a  quorum  is  present,      -         .         .         - 

Remonstrance  from  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of 
Philadelphia.  The  grant  heretofore  made  lor 
the  support  of  such  infirm,  sick  and  aged  Neu- 
trals as  still  remain  is  nearly  expended,  and 
a  further  grant  is  necessary,  ... 
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Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  York  County, 
that  hereafter  one  of  tlie  Delegates  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  may  be  taken  from  that 
County,     ------- 

Petition  "from  the  Committee  of  York  County, 
for  the  relief  of  the  persons  they  have  engaged 
in  making  Muskets  and  Cnrtriik'c  Rnxcs,      - 

Committee  to  prepare  a  Bill  lor  i.-uihl'^  'I'wi  nty- 
Two  Thousand  Pounds.  In  liill-  "i  (  'ir.!!!,     - 
.SV;;/.  21,  Conmiittee  reports  from  the  Liuvernuur  that  he 
has  no  business  to  lay  before  the  House, 

One  hundred  Pounds  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  for  the  support  of  the 
Neutrals,  -         •  .... 

Bill  for  the  support  of  Government,  and  jiaying 
the  Publick  Debt,  repoiled, 
22,    Same  Bill  read  again,  and  ordered  to  be  tran- 
scribed for  a  third  reading,  .         -         -          - 

Committee  to  collect  from  the  Journals,  since  the 
year  1763,  the  P(  tltious  and  K.iiionstrances  to 
the  Crown  and  bndi  1  l-m,-'  s  nl  Parliament,  for 
a  redress  of  Amirii  ail  -I  Hvaiicis. 

26,  Bill  for  support  of  Ciovenum  lU  passed  and  sent 

to  the  Governour, 

Petition  from  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
County  of  Chester,  for  a  further  sum  to  enable 
them  to  complete  the  Arms,  &c.,  for  which  they 
have  contracted,  ----- 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  collecting  the  Peti- 
tions and  Remonstrances  for  redress  of  griev- 
ances,       ------- 

27,  Memorial  from  the  Officers  of  the   three   first 

Battalions  of  Associators  in  the  City  and  Li- 
berties of  Philadelphia,  recpiesting  to  be  repaiil 
for  Moneys  advanced  by  them,  in  raising  and 
equipping  the  Regiments,    .         -         -         - 

Memorial  from  the  Olficers  of  the  Military  As- 
sociation for  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Phila- 
delphia, setting  forth  the  fatal  mischiefs  that 
may  arise  from  the  lenity  shown  to  persons 
professing  to  be  conscientiously  scrupulous 
against  bearing  arms,  -         .         .          - 

20,  Governour  communicated  Letters  from  William 
Maclay,  Thomand  Ball,  and  others,  dated  at 
Simburv,  Northumberland  County,  the  :i\id 
and  --iiUli  in.-^tant,  informing  him  of  the  move- 
nunts  iiflhr  Ciiiiui'cticut  intruders, 

Memurials  from  the  (.)lficers  of  the  Military  As- 
sociation referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
succi.edlng  Assembly,  .         .         -         - 

30,  The  Letters  from  Sunbury,  relating  to  the  Con- 
necticut intruders,  directed  to  be  laid  before  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  requesting  them  to 
prevent  any  further  proceedings,  until  the  mat- 
ter shall  be  determined  by  the  King  in  Conn- 

•  oil,  to  whom  both  sides  have  submitted  the  dis- 
pute, ....... 

Deputies  to  the  Continental  Congress  paid  at  the 
rate  of  twenty  Shillings  per  diem,  each,  for 
their  attendance  on  that  service,    -         -          . 

The  House  adjourned  without  day, 
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NEW-VORK   COMMITTEE   O 

.SV;,r  4,  Committee  of  Safety  met, 

Letter  from  the  Commiuee  nf  Alban 
gust  29th,  They  can  <jive  hut  I 
Colonel  Cortland't,  The  barracl 
with  Indians,  and  the  barns  with 
they  are  drained  of  their  ammunition 

LeUer  from  Colonel  Philip  Cortlandt,  dated  Ai 
gust  28,  inlbiining  the  Committee  of  Safety 
the  desiiliiie  coiiilition  of  his  Troops,  and  n 
qiKstiiiL'  supplies  for  them, 

CmiuuiiH'  ■■  lor  tie-  City  of  New- York  reipirsn 
to  M  arcli  lliioiighout  the  City  tor  Anns,  ai 
to  piuclia.se  th(  ni  for  the  use  nl'llir  Troop?. 

Colonel  McDoiigall  reqie>tMl  u<  .s,  u.l  a  <  inai 
to  the  Jail,  and  to  seize  aii\  I'nsnn.rs  that  ma 
be  directed  bv  Mr.  Francis  ClnM, 

Letter  from  Egbert  Bi  n.son,  (  ■hairiiiaii  ol  il 
Dutchess  County  Coniiiiittrr,  iiii.iiiiuiig  ih 
Messrs,  Lester,  Doughty  and  Krr-lis  are  s,i 
to  have  enlisted  men  for  the  eni-my, 

Colonel  Lasher  directed  to  detach  a  sulficieiit  pa 
ty  to  apprehend  Mordecai  Lester,  of  Dutche 
County,  wherever  he  may  be  found. 
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Sfpl.  5,  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Westchester  County, 
on  the  complaint  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Ma- 
nor of  Fordham  and  West-Farms, 

Dr.  McClean  permitted  to  supply  the  Ship  Asia 
whh  Drugs  and  Medicines, 

Examination  of  several  persons  taken  on  board 
of  Dop's  Sloop;  Doughtj' one  of  them, 

LeUer  from  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt,  informing 
them  of  the  means  he  has  taken  to  preserve  the 
City  Records,  .----. 
6,  Thomas  Grenell  appointed  a  Commissioner  to 
superintend  the  erecting  the  Fortifications  in 
the  Highlands,  -  "      - 

Resolutions  of  the  Tryon  County  Committee,  for 
settling  disputes,  trespasses,  &c.,  dated  Aug.  26, 

6,  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Tryon  County.    Can- 

not approve  of  their  Resolve  respecting  the 

trial  of  civil  causts,  and  reoommend  its  repeal, 
New- York  Committee  requested  to  exhibit  an 

account  of  the  Moneys  they  have  borrowed 

for  the  use  of  the  Colony,    -         -         -         - 
Sundry  persons,  suspected  of  connections  with  the 

enemy,  examined  and  discharged, 
Letter  from   Samuid  Bayard,  Deputy  Secretary 

of  the  Colony.     Informs  them  he  will  take 

care  of  the  Publick  Records, 

7,  The  persons  taken  on  board  a  Packit,  on  the  3d 

inst.,  examined  and  sent  back  to  jail  till  further 
orders,       -.--.-- 

Quakers  requested  to  deliver  in  a  list  of  all  the 
]\[ales  belonging  to  their  Society  from  the  age 
of  sixteen  to  sixty,       -         -         .         -         - 

Form  of  Commission  for  the  Officers  of  the  Mi- 
litia, Independent  Companies,and  Minute-Men, 

Captain  Isaac  L.  Winn,  suspecttd  of  furnishing 
the  Army  and  Navy  with  Supplies,  examintd 
and  discharged, 

Captain  Winn,  complaining  of  a  paragraph  in 
iMr,  Holt's  Paper,  is  furnished  with  a  certifi- 
cate of  his  acquittal,    -         -         -         -         - 

Mr.  Holt's  paragraph,  the  certificate  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  the  remarks  of  Mr,  Hi.lt,     - 

Anonymous  Letter,  attributed  to  TheophiUis 
Bache,  of  this  City,  merchant,  and  addressed  to 
Major  Monerief.  Boston,  pres(  ntid  and  read, 

Mr,  Bache  ordered  to  attend,  to  be  examined  re- 
specting the  Letter, 

8,  John  Griffiths  appointed  to  go  to  the  neighbour- 

hood of  Goshen,  and  e.vaminc  the  Lead  Mines 
there,         

Letter  from  the  Committee  for  Suflblk  County, 
dated  August  31, 

Passport  and  letter  of  safe  conduct  ordered  for 
Joseph  Johnson,  a  Mohegan  Preacher. 

George  Bethune.  now  of  Jamaica,  in  Queen's 
County,  late  of  Boston,  suspected  of  carrying 
on  a  correspondence  with  the  Army  and  Navy, 
is  ordered  to  be  arrested,       -         -         -         . 

9,  The  Mayor  requested  to  demand  the  immediate 
release  of  William  Becker,  a  citizen,  now  con- 
fined in  irons  on  board  the  Asia,   -         -         - 

Letter  from  General  Washington,  requesting  Am- 
munition, read  and  filed,      .         -         .         . 

Abraham  Lawrence,  of  Queen's  Coimty,  taken 
into  custody  some  days  ago,  brought  before 
the  Committee,  e.xamined,  reprimanded,  and 
discharged,  ...... 

Letter  to  General  Washington,  They  have  not 
Powder  enough  for  the  necessary  defence  of 
the  Colony,        ...... 

Certificate  to  Robert  C,  Livingston,  who  is  about 

to  sail  (or  England. 

12,  Papers  found  on  Mr,  Bethune  examined,  and  he 
IS  discharged  on  his  pnnde  of  honour  to  deli- 
ver himself  up,  wlun  n  .pnrrd.     - 

Parole  of  Captain  William  Krilv,  of  the  Second 
Battalion  of  His  Maj.  sty  s  Koyal  American 
Regiment,    .---... 

Letter  to  the  Deli  gatr.s  ui  Congress  from  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, res|„  ,-iiiig  <  i,  ,,ig.-  Bethune, 

Committee  agree  with  James  Byers  for  makiiij 
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13,  Letter  from  Gnieral  Montgomery  to  General 
Schuylir.  Has  been  prevented  from  execu- 
ting his  plan  of  attacking  St.  John's  on  the 
west  side;  the  universal  sense  of  the  Army  is 
to  direct  all  our  intentions  to  the  cast  side, 

1 3,  Opinion  of  a  Council  of  War,  held  near  St.  John's, 
on  the  maimer  of  attacking  St.  John's, 

13,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  John  Au- 
gustine Washington,  .          .          .          . 

13,  Letter  from  General  Wa.shington  to  Governour 
Cooke,       ------- 

13,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  Ciovernour 
Trumbull, 

13,  Lelt.r  from  Colonel  Reed  to  Captain  Epliraiui 
Bowen,  Jun.,  instructing  him  to  repaii  to  Ply- 
mouth, to   pi'ocure  and  lit  out  amither  Arnud 

Caj)taiii  Bowen's  Journal,        .         -         .  - 

13,    Letter  from   Colonel   Reed  to  the  Committee  of 


CONTENTS. 


Plymouth,  -         -         . 

Letter  from  Colonel  Arnold  to  G 


1054 
1054 


.  Wash- 
the  15th 


Journal  of  Colonel  Arnold's  march,  fn 
of  September  tu  the  iSth  of  Gctober,     - 

Letter  from  Colonel  Arnold  to  John  Manir, 

Letter  from  Colonel  Arnold  to  Cieneral  Schuy- 
ler. He  has  arrived  at  Dead  River,  and  ex- 
pects to  meet  him  at  Quebeck  in  two  weeks, 

Letter  from  Colonel  Arnold  to  Lieutenant  Steel, 

Address  of  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  the 
City  of  T,oii(I(.n,  to  the  King;  declaring  their 
euliir  ili.si|i]ii(ili;Liiiiii  ;iiid  abhorrence  of  the 
un I n -111  1,1  Lie  |ihh'eMliiii'.v  in  some  of  the  Colo- 
nics 111  .'uneii.a.  ;uid  pledging  their  lives  and 
fortunes  in  His  Majesty's  support, 

Letter  from  Cieorge  Mason  to  General  Washing- 
ton, informing  of  what  was  done  at  the  Virginia 
Convention, 

Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  President 
of  Congress.  Urges  the  necessity  of  erecting 
Fortifications  for  securing  Hudson's  River. 
Every  oliject, as  to  importance,  sinks  almost  to 
iinthiiig,  when  put  in  competition  with  that ; 
for  should  a  body  of  Forces  be  sent  up  Hud- 
son's River,  and  a  chain  of  Vessels  be  station- 
ed in  all  its  extent,  it  will  greatly  distress,  if 
not  ruin  our  cause,      -         -         -         -          - 

Letter  from  Cieneral  Schuyler  to  the  New- York 
Congress.  General  Montgomery  is  carrying 
on  his  approaches  at  St.  John's  as  fast  as  the 
difficulties  he  has  to  contend  with  will  permit ; 
every  species  of  Aitillery  Stores  are,  in  some 
measure,  wanted,         .          -          -         .          . 


1058 
1002 


1002 
1003 


AVash- 


Culi 
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Had  not  the  inhabitants  of  Montre'al  gone  out 
to  meet  Colonel  Allen  on  tlie'  2.5ih  ultimo,  the 
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snbiects  in  Am.aiea,  winch  is  eiiceairaged  an.l 
fomeailetl  by  several  ,li.^eo„iem.;d  and  turbulent 


11'  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  Borour 
Aruniiiel,  to  the  King.     Th 


and 


struck  witl 

Ri'bellion 

horror  at  the  iinnatui 
iit.e  which  HisMajisl 
Colonies  have  sutjere 

,1  an. 

v's  in 

darin 

iltuale 
nselv. 

to  he  delll, 
Idivss  ofth 

e'd,       - 

•Lieutenant-*  loverno 

ir,  &c 

,of;h 

Island  of  ( 

Oloimded 

Im^riisey.  to  the  K'm- 

lla 

V   of    1 

Iis.M; 

'\u'..  ii.  Mil  (  ''.M  Is,  and  their  adherents,  to  a  du- 
tinil  .-iil.ini-iiiii.aiid  teach  them  that  a  state  of 
IiKJi  pr  iifj,  nee  IS  a  State  of  anarchy  and  confu- 
sion, and  therefore  full  of  calamrties, 
jmmittee  of  New- York  order  an  answer  to  a 
Letter  from  Ciovernour  Tryon,    .         -         - 


LXXK 

O't.  17,  Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Now- 
York  to  the  Continental  Congress.  The  For- 
tifications in  the  Highlands  are  in  such  for- 
wardness that  most  of  the  Cannon  may  be 
inounml  in  SIX  weeks,  -  -  -  - 

17,  Ke-'i|ii'iMiis  111  til.'  Provincial  Congress,  enclosed 
in  tlif  iirM-ranii,"-  U-tter.        -  .  -  . 

17,  Field  and  Siall  lUiict-rs  of  the  Militia  of  Dutch- 
ess County,  New- York,     -         -         .         - 

17,  Letter  from  John  Hunter  to  the  New- York  Con- 
rrr.s*.  pi'-^'  ntiiii,'  a  plan  for  cstaljlishiiig  a  Li- 


COJN  TENTS. 
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TnnnbuU  to  the  Trcsi- 


Colonel  Rerd  to  Ephraim  Bowcn, 
giving  instructions  about  fitting  out  the  Armed 
\'essils  at  Plymouth,  -         .          .         . 

17,  Letter  from  Colonel  Reed  to  William  Watson, 
with  his  instructions  as  agent  for  Prizes, 

17,  Letter  from  Colonel  Jieed  to  Colonel  Cilover. 
The  Cleneral  is  much  dissatisfied  with  the  de- 
lay in  fitting  out  the  Vessels  at  Marblehead,  - 

17,  Letter  from  Samuel  C4oodwin  to  C4cneral  Wash- 
ington. He  furnished  Colonel  Arnold  with  a 
plan  of  the  country  from  Kumebeck  to  Uue- 
beck,         -.--... 

17,  Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Committee  of 
Safety  to  the  Committee  of  Portsmouth,  re- 
coinmending  permits  to  be  granted  to  carry  the 
necessaries  of  life  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Isle 
of  Shoals, 

17,  Letter  from  Colonel  Arnold  to  Colonel  Enos,  re- 
questing him  tn  hiinvon  as  fast  as  possible,  . 

17,    Letter  from  Colonel  Arnold  to  Major  l^igelow. 


1087 
U)S7 

1087 
1087 

1087 
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1088 


NORTH-C.-VROLINA   PROVINCIAI.  COUNCIL. 

Or/.  18,  Meet  at  the  Court-Hoiisc  of  Johnston  County,  - 
Members  of  the  Council,  .... 
Cornelius  Harnett,  President,  and  James  C4rcen, 

Jun.,  Clerk,       --.... 
Officers  of  the  Minute-Men  for  Dohbs  County, 
Delegates  and   Committec-Men  to  be  elected  in 

Wake  and  Tryon  Counties,  ... 

19,  Appropriations  for  the  purchase  of  Provisions  for 

the  Troops, 

20,  Commissions  ordered  to  be  issued  to  the  Minute 

and  Militia  Ofiicers  in  the  several  Districts 
and  Counties  within  the  Province, 

Uniforms  ordered  for  the  one  thousand  men  raised 
in  the  Province  on  Continental  establishment,   1088 

Minute-Men  may  be  enlisted  in  Districts  where 
the  Companies  ordered  by  the  Congress  can- 
not be  speedily  raised,  ....  1089 

Sundry  Olficers  appointed  and  promoted,  -    lUS'J 

Payiua.sters  nppoiiilid  liir  the  Districts  of  Eden- 
i'>n,  Newliein,  Wilmington,  Salisbury,  and 
_HilUborougli, 10S9 

Next  Provincial  Congress  to  be  held  in  the  Town 

of  Halifa.x,  the  first  day  of  May  next.  -          -    mOO 

Ne.xt  Provincial  Council  to  be  held  at  iln:  (  '(.urt- 
House,  in  the  County  of  Johnston,  the  ITlh  of 
^  December  ne.xt, lOQo 

Committees  to  engage  Vessels  at  Newbern,  Wil- 
mington, and  Edenlon,  and  send  them  where 
till  y  may  deem  expedient,  to  procure  Arms  and 
Ammunition  for  the  use  and  protection  of  the 
Province, 1090 

21,  Trooji.s  landing  in  a  hostile  manner,  in  any  pan 

of  the  Province,  to  be  opposed  by  the  two  Hat- 
lalions  of  the  American  Army  raised  in  the 
Province,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  -    1090 

President  of  the  Council  directed  to  correspnnd 
with  the  Councils  of  Safety  of  Virginia  and 
Snulh-Carolina, 1  OOO 

l'avn.:i>teis  now  app ml   are   imt   imder   the 

e..iili..l  i,rthe(;..nini;ni:lni-(l|iie.T.s-nlihelui. 
Paltalionsnflhe  Aiiieiicaii  Anny,  iind  are  nm 
disi|iialified  to  sit  in  the  Council  iu' in  the  Pim- 


■veiilv  tliou.sand  Pounds  a) 
purchase  of  Drums,  C„le 
lie,-nl;u,v  mill  Minute-Men 
nilUl,oio,igh,Ilalila.x,Wil 


lliated    fu 

&c.,    lo 

he   Di.li-i 

j;ton,  and 


Hill    Peiiiids   ajipropriated 
Arms  and  Ammunition, 


Oc/.  22,  Committee  appointed  to  explain  to  the  People  of 
New-Hanover  County  the  proceedings  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,  .... 

Committees  throughout  the  Province  required  to 
exert  their  utmost  influence  to  forward  and 
hasten  the  IVIinute  service,  .         .         .  - 

Committees  of  Safety  recommended  to  meet  in 
their  resjiective  EUstricts,  on  or  before  the  last 
Tuesday  in  November  next. 


CORRESPONDENCE,   PROCEEDINGS,  ETC. 

Ocl.  18,  Address  of  the  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  Town  and 
Count)'  of  Haverford-West,  to  the  King;  ex- 
pressing their  abhorrence  of  the  traitorous 
measures  adopted  in  a  distant  part  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Dominions,       -         -         -         -         •   . 

18,  Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 
York  to  the  Continental  Congress.  They  liave 
sent  the  ton  of  Powder  to  General  Schfiyhr, 
as  requested,  although  they  could  not,  beside 
that,  command  two  hundred  pounds  of  Pow- 
der to  save  the  Colony  from  destruction. 

IS,  Letter  fiuiii  C.  le  nil  >r\]„y\.,h<  Cue  ral  Woos- 
ter,  n  ipn  -'ne;  hi  in  t.  -  .in.-wer  -  \]ilieii  I  v  whether 
hecniiM.l.  I,-  hi-  K,  ji::,,,,:  1,1  ihe.'  .uceof  the 
Associated  Culonies,  and  hiiiiselt  a  younger 
Brigadier-Cieneral  than  Mr.  Montgomery,  or 
not, 

18,  Letter  from  General  Wooster  to  CJeneral  Schuy- 
ler, in  reply.  Admits  Cteneral  Montgomery  to 
be  his  senior ;  his  Regiment  is  a  Connecticut 
Regiment,  acting  in  conjunction  with  the 
Troops  of  the  other  Colonies,  for  the  defence 
of  the  Associated  Colonies  in  general,    - 

18,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  President  of 
Congress.  The  Troops  dislike  the  service;  they 
pretend  sickness  and  skulk  about ;  some,  even 
go  away  without  leave.  Those  of 
Wooster's  Regiment  at  Ticonderoga, 


office 
Gene 

did  not  choose  to  move  for  St.  John's  until  he 
arrived ;  he  has  consented  to  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Montgomerj',  and  proceeds 
to-morrow  with  the  First  Division  of  his  Regi- 
ment,          1093 

Letter  from   General  Montgomery  to  General 

Schuyler,  dated  October  6th,         -         -         -    109.3 

Letter  from  General    Montgomery  to   General 

Schuyler,  il.-ited  October  9^1,          -         -          -    moi) 

Retunrnf.li--h;irL'i.l  -iclc  men,         -  -  -    10'.i7 

Letter   fmui    (l.n-  ml    .Mmit'^oinery  to    Cieneral 

Schuylir,  d:iMl  Oilelier  13th,     "-  -  -    ln97 

Proceedings  of  a  Council  of  War,  held  at  St. 
John's,  October  1 3th, 1097 

Letter  from  General  Montgomery  to  Major 
Brown,     --.--.-   1098 

Letter  from  the  New-Hainpsliire  Committee  of 
Safety  to  General  Washington.  After  consult- 
ing with  the  Committee  of  Portsmouth,  they 
have  determined  to  forward  the  whole  cargo 
of  Flour  taken  in  the  Ship  Prince,        .         .   1099 

Letter  from  General  Sullivan  to  the  New-Hamp- 
shire Committee  of  Safety,  enclosing  a  list  of 
the  vacancies  in  the  New-Hampshire  Regi- 
ments,         1099 

Address  ofthe  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  Borouu'h  of  Ab- 
ingdiiii,  to  the  King.  They  lament  the  misery 
and  abhor  the  conduct  of  iheir  fidlow-subjecls 
in  America,  influenced  and  deluded  by  lac- 
tiou.-i  men,  at  home  and  abroad,     -          -         -    llnO 

AiMre.^s  of  the  i>rovost,  &c.,  ofthe  City  of  Aber- 
il.iii.  to  the  King.  They  are  filled  wiihaston- 
ishnii  III  .mil  horror  to  see  the  audacious  spirit 
ol  their  lillow-subjects  in  America,        -         -    lino 

Address  of  the   Provost,  &c.,  of  the  Burgh  of 
Ayr,  to  the  King.    With  horror  and  detestation 
they  bidiold  the  standard  of  Rebellion  erected  in 
America,  -         -         -         -         -         -    1101 

Address  of  the  Noblemen,  i.*ic.,  of  the  County  of 
Linlithgow,  lo  the  King;  declaring  their  de- 
ti  station  and  abhorrence  of  the  Rebellion  in 
America, IH2 

Virginia  Conmiittec  of  Safety '.•ecommend  to  Ma- 
gistrates and  other  olficers',  civil  and  military, 
ami  the  several  Committees  in  the  Colony,  to 
be  vigilant  in  examining  all  strangers  and  sus- 
pected persons  they  may  find  passing,    -         -   1 102 


COiNTEATS. 


Ot-r  10,  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Virginia,  on  the 
conduct  of  Lord  Dunmore,  -         -         -         - 

19,  Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  Gene- 
ral Wooster,       ...... 

19,  Circular  Letter  from  a  Committee  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  requesting  to  be  furnished 
with  accounts  of  the  hostilities  committed  by 
the  Ministerial  Army  and  Navy  in  America, 
since  March  last, 

10,  Remarks  on  Allegiance  to  Crowned  Heads  upoji 
the  British  Throne.  Resistance  of  the  Colonies 
to  the  present  King  of  Great  Britain  is  not  Re- 
bellion,     -         -         -         -         - 

19,  Letter  from  C4eneral  Schuyler  to  Richard  Henry 
Lee,  urging  the  importance  of  takini;  iiirasiii'  s 
to  frustrate  the  Ministerial  designs  im  I  liid-i.ji 
River, 

19,  Letter  from  Brook  Watson  to  Major  Shirrefl'; 
requesting  him  to  use  his  exertions  for  the  ex- 
change of  John  Orillat,  of  Montreal,  a  prisoner 
with  Uie  Rebels, 

10,  L.  tier  from  Brook  Watson  to  Jdlm  15iiller,  M.in- 
ti>  a!  would  have  fallen  iiit(i  the  hantls  of  the 
Colonists,  on  the  25th  of  last  month,  had  not 
the  inhabitants  marched  out  to  meet  them; 
Colonel  Allen,  who  commanded  the  despica- 
ble party  of  plunderers,  was,  with  most  of  his 
wretches,  taken;  he  is  now  in  irons  on  board 
the  (  laspee,        ------ 

19,  Letter  from  Brook  Watson  to  Ciovernour  Frank- 
lin. Such  is  the  wretched  state  of  Canada,  that 
Colonel  Allen,  with  a  few  despicable  wretches, 
would  have  taken  Montreal,  the  2.5th  uh.,  had 
not  its  inhabitants  marched  out  to  give  them 
battle;  Allen,  with  his  banditti,  were  mostly 
taken  prisoners;  he  is  now  in  chains  on  board 
the  Gaspee,         ...... 

19,  Account  from  Rhode-Island  of  the  attack  on 
Bristol,  by  Captain  Wallace, 

19,  Letter  from  Colonel  Joseph  Reed  to  Captain 
Broughton,  informing  him  that  another  IBrig, 
withJVIilitary  Stores,  was  expected  from  Eng- 
land for  Quebeck,       .         -         -         -         - 

19,  Letter  from  Colonel  Reed  to  Stephen  Moylan. 
urging  him  to  hurry  off  the  Vessels  that  are 
to  cruise,  ------- 

19,  Letter  from  Stephen  Moylan  to  Colon.  I  R.,  ,1. 
Captain  Broughton  and  Captain  S(  Iman  will 
both  be  ready  to  sail  to-morrow,  - 

19,  Letter  from' Ephraim  Bowen  to  Colonel  Reed. 
The  two  V(  ssels  at  Plymouth  can  soon  be  fitted 
out ;  that  for  Adams  by  Saturday,  and  the  other. 
for  Martind.il,',  as  S(".n  as  the'  cannon  can  be 
procured,  ...... 

19,  Letter  from  Colnnel  Huntington  to  <  i.ivcrnnur 
Trumbull.  All  appearances  of  a  reconciliaticjii 
between  tliis  Country  and  Circat  Britain,  com- 
monly, though  erroneously, called  the  Motlur 
Countrj',  are  vanished  out  of  sight, 

19,  Litter  from  H.  Wentworth  to   CTcneral  Wash- 

ington, giving  him  an  account  of  the  burning 
of  the  Town  "of  Falmouth  by  the  British, 

20,  Address  of  the  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  City  of  Wor- 

cester, to  the  King;  expressing  their  abhor- 
rence of  tlir  srditions  prinoiiibs.  propagated  by 
evil  ill  .-[giiiiiL'  nil  n,  wliioli  li:ivr  excited  a  most 
atroiiniis  :iiiil  iniiiiiliir,]  I  I  iiltr  limn  in  America, 

20.  Addros  o|  til.  C.unty  of  St.ilionl,  to  the  King; 
against  the  ungratLful  and  unnatural  R.'bellii.n 
in  America,        -..-.. 

20,  Address  of  the  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  City  of  Glou- 
cesirr,  to  till-  King;  against  the  unnatural  Re- 
brllioi,  m  .\nM ■ric'a, 

20,  Addrrss  of  thr  t  lentlomen.  Clergy,  Manufactur- 
ers, and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  ot 
Nottingham,  to  the  King;  against  the  Rebi'Ls 
in  America,  and  their  abetters  in  CJreat  Bri- 
tain,   

20,  Address  of  the  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  Town  of  Not- 
tingham, to  the  King;  expressing  tliiir  dreail 
of  thr  cons,  qiiences  of  those  Addiessis,  whi.;li, 
making  a  sliow  of  peculiar  loyalty  to  His 
Maj.  sty,  recoiimii ml  an  unyielding  pizisnit  of 
nii-:i-iir.  s  :r.':iiiisi  tin'  Colonies,  that  are  pi  r- 
h;ij  ■    I-  iiii|':i.tir;ihle  as  they  are  ruinous, 

20,  A'lilii  >-  oi  I  ..  ii'l.  iiiea,  principal  Manufacturers, 
and  liili:,l.i':iiii>  of  theTown  of  Nn-tlingham,  to 
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the  King.  They  arc  convinced  that  the  mea- 
sures recommended  in  the  Addresses  against  the 
Americans,  lead  to  irrecoverable  ruin ;  the  situ- 
ation of  America  is  such  as  renders  it  impru- 
dent, and  of  no  advantage  to  the  cominon  \v(  I- 
fare,  to  enforce  all  the  claims  of  I'ai  liaiin  iil. 
however  just  they  may  be,  ... 
^0,  Maryland  '( 'oimril  ,,f  Safety  mert  at  Chester- 
town,  111  K.  Ml  (  ■ ly, 

Agle,>  will,     Willi,, I,,    \\-|ielrr.,ft,    of  Annapolis, 
to  import  a  sullicuiit  number  of  workmen  to 
make  and  deliver  filly  stand  of  Arms  fijr  the 
Province,  every  weeic,  for  two  years,    - 
Agreement  with 'Mr.   Whetcroft  "order,  d  to  be 
kept  secret,         --.... 
Delegates  of  the   Province   in   the    ( 'ontimntal 
Congress  authorizid  to  contract  for  thr...'  hun- 
dred barrels  of  Ciunpowder, 
Six  hundred  Pounds  advanced  to   Dr.   Ephraim 
Howard,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  manu- 
flicture  of  Saltpetre,  in  an  extensive  manner,  - 
Comniittees  of  Observation  requested  to  complete 
th.ir  Returns  of  the  Militia  and  Minute-Men, 
as  soon  as  may  be,      -          -  -          -  . 
Convention  to  meet   on   the    4th   of  December 
next,  at  Annapolis,      -         -          -          -          . 
Letter  from  the  Presiih'nt  of  i  ■..i,'?:.  sn  to  ( Jeneral 
Washington.    The  Con-  i  -■  I,  i-  .1.  "in  d  Cap- 
tain Macpherson  to  ri'|i: i  'i  iiioi  i.lge,  and 

communicate  to  Cieneral  Wa.-vhiiigioii  his  plan 
for  destroying  the  Ministerial  Armed  Vessels. 
Letter  from  President  Hancock  to  the  New- York 
Congress,  requesting  a  copy  of  Governour 
Tryon's  Letter  to  the  Mayor  of  New- York, 
dated  the  13th  instant,  and  a  copy  of  any  order 
or  proceedings  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  or 
of  the  Mayor  and  C'orporation,  in  consequence 
of  Governour  Tryon's  Letter,  ... 
Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 
York  to  the  Continental  Congress.  They  are 
very  largely  in  advance  on  the  general  con- 
cern for  Moneys  paid  to  Troops,  and  also  for 
Provisions,  &c.,  and  n-que.st  a  remittance  from 

Returns  of  (fillers  of  sixteen  R.giments,  in 
New- York,        -  -  -  -"^        -  lllS- 

Letter  from  Jacob  Bayley  to  the  New- York 
Congress,  ...... 

Letter  from  Samuel  Mott  to  fiovernour  Triim- 
liiill  (^"leiiiitily  has  surrendered,  but  the  gar- 
rison ,if  St.  J,ihn's  holds  out,  and  is  very  ohsti- 

OidiTs  to  Major  Tupper,  requiring  him  to  seize 
two  Vessels  at  Martini's  Vineyard,  with  Provi- 
sions for  the  Ministerial  Troops  at  Boston.    - 

Letter  from  Colonel  Reed  to  Captain  Bowen, 
praying  him  to  forward  the  two  Vessels,  at 
Plymouth,  as  fest  as  possible, 

Letter  from  Colonel  Reed  to  the  Committee  of 
Plymouth,  requesting  them  to  sell  or  lend  a 
portion  of  their  Town  stock  of  Powder,  for 
the  two  Armed  Vessels  fitting  out  there, 

Letter  from  Colonel  Reed  to  the  Committee  of 
Bristol.  re(|uesting  them  to  supply  Captain 
Bowen  with  such  (inns  us  may  be  wanted  for 
the  Armed  Vessels  fitting  out  at  Plymouth,   - 

Litter  from  Colonel  Reed  to  Colonel  Cilover. 
The  equipment  of  the  two  Vessels  at  Salem 
must  be  hastened  as  fast  as  possible ;  some  Flag 
must  be  fixed  upon,  that  the  vessels  may  be 
known;  and  the  flag  used  for  the  Floating 
Batteries  is  recommended,   -         -  -  - 

Letter  from  Cieneral  (_4ates  to  the  Committee  of 
Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire,      -         -          -    : 

Litter  from  ( 'olonel  James  Reed  to  the  New- 
Hampshire  t.'ommittee  of  Safety, 

Speieh  of  the  Governour  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  Nova-Scotia.  He  has  rea.sou 
to  think  the  Americans,  in  arms  against  His 
Majesty's  Government,  intend  to  disturb  the 
peace  of  that  Province,  and  advises  the  adop- 
tion of  defensive  measures,  -  -  -    I 

Answerof  the  House  to  the  Ciovernour,  -  -    I 

Address  of  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Bo- 
rough of  Biiilgewater.  to  the  Kmy,  ag.nnsl 
the  ungrateful  ami  darinc  R.'bellion  in  Anie- 
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jAdiliTssofihe  High  Shcriti;  &c.,  oftlie  County 
of  Carniailhrn,  to  the  KiiiK;  dfiiouncing  the 
(iisloyahy  and  rcbillious  practicfs  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Cohjiiirs  in  Amciica,         -         -         -   11-. 

Address  of  the  Officers  of  tlie  Northern  Regi- 
mentofDevonshire  Militia,  to  the  King.  They 
are  resolved  and  ready,  as  far  as  the  laws  of 
the  Realm  will  admit,  to  stand  by  His  Majes- 
ty against  all   rebellious  attempts  whatsoever,   Hi 

Letter  from  the  Provincial  ( 'onojress  of  Ni-w- 
Jcrsev  to  the  Coiitim  iit:il  ( '.in_rri'.<s.  Th.'  Iw.i 
13att,-ilions  ordered  to  l,r  lai^id  thd.-  will  be 
s;ieedilv  compli  tid,     -          -          -          -  -    IK 

Littr  from  (iini  lal  Scliiivl.  r  to  tli.^  i'rrsidml 
of(;ongn:^s,        -  -    "       -  -  -  -    11: 

Letter  from  (  1.  iiernl  M..iitL:..nierv  ("  <  ;>  neral 
Schuyler,  dated  t)cluber  '-lOth.  (■|iambly  has 
surrendered  to  IMajor  Brown  and  Major  Li- 
vingston ;  six  tons  of  Powder  among  the  stores 
taken:  the  ('olours  of  the  Seventh  Regiinent 
sent  to  General  Schuyler,    -         -         -         -   IK 

Articles  proposed  by  Major  Stopfoid  for  the  sur- 
render of  ('handily,    -         -          -         -         -   IK 

Major  Browti's  Amsw'T,  -         -  -          -    IK 

Major   Stopfin-d's  acci  pt:ince  of  tl 
posi'd  by  Major  Brown,  Octobei 

List  of  Officers  taken  at  Chambly, 

List  of  Stores  taken  at  Chambly, 

Letter  from  General  Montgomery  t 
fiird.   Goveriiour  Carleton  treats 
with  cruel  srveritv,  loading  thei 
and  Colonel  A llen'himself  meets 
indignity:  this  conduct  demandii 
Major   Stopford   is    requested  to  acquaint  the 
Governour  with    his  situation,  and  represent 
the  fatal  consiquencs  which  must  attmd  the 
carrying  nil  -.  I  III  I  li:i:  "US  a  -war. 

Letter  from  m.  [iIm  m   W.ylAU  to  Col I  Joseph 


pro- 


ALijor  Stop- 
lis  prisoners 

with  irons ; 

ith  the  same 
<■  retaliation. 


Reed.  CaptniK  i  !r..iiglil..n  anil  Seliaan  .sailed 
this  morning;  the  ciew  of  the  Scliomiei  (o  be 
manned  from  Sullivan's  Brigade  should  bi- 
ready  to  embark  on  Thursday,     .  .          - 

Letter  from  Jonathan  Hall  to  the  ?\ew-Ilanip- 
shire  Committee  of  Safety,  -         .         -         - 

Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  General 
Howe.  The  represeutaiions  made  by  L.vd 
r)uiiniore  and  I  ioveniour  Martin,  of  the  prac- 
ticability of  red  iie  jug  the  Southern  Colonies,  has 
iniluced  tin-  King  to  order  five  Regiments  for 
North-America,  to  embark  at  Cork,  on  the  \si 
of  December,  and  proceed  to  Cape  Fear  River 
views  of  the  King,  as  to  the  management  of 
military  operations  in  America,    ... 

Examination  of  William  Robinson  by  L<ud 
nunmore.  Ho  was  in  the  Convention  of  Vir- 
ginia, from  the  second  day  of  their  meeting 
until  thev  bri.ke  upon  '2llth  of  August  :  hear.!, 
out  of  door.s,  that  Articles  of  Coiiledeiatim, 
were  to  be  proposed,  but  the<  'onvenlioii  seemed 
desirous  of  keepinsr  it  secret, 

Letter  from  Richard  Henry  I..ee  to  (iemral 
Washington,       -         -       "- 

Letter  from  G.neral  McDougall  to  (  ieneral 
Sullivan.  Several  Ve.s.sel.s,  inward  bound,  have 
been  taken  by  the  Vi|ier,  slnop-i,|'-\var,  wilboiil 
the  least  pretence  nt  their  liaviie'-  vmlated  the 
Laws  of  Trade, 

Letter  from  (ieneral  Monlgoniery  m  GoveiiH.ur 
Carleton.     If  the  cruel  treatment  nflhe    \iiie- 


hiin.s,  If  bouii.l 

Address  of  t be  Ji 
Liberty  of  I  he' 
cinctstherei.f.  u 
horrence  ni  Me 


if  the   P 

nf  Laid 


la  I  n 

Ited    I 


persons  at  home.         .... 

23,  Address  of  the  Bailiffs  and  ( 'itiziais  of  the  ( ' 
of  Litchfield,  to  the  King.  They  are  grii\ 
and  astduished  that  the  ( 'oloni.sts  "havi>  sulf'i 
ihenisi  Ives  to  be  lirawai  into  a  causeless  and  i 
natural  Relullion,       .  -  -  - 

2:1,  Ad'Iress  of  the  ( ienlleincn,  &c.,  of  the  Coiintj 
Worcester,  to  the  King.  They  have  beh(dd"l 
conduct  of  His  Maj.sty's  r("be|lious  subje 
in  .\merica  with  iii.iiL;n'ation  and  aldiorren 


•'7.2:i,Addressof  the  Bishop  and  Clergy  of  the  Isle-of- 
Man,  to  the  King;  declaring  tlieir  abhorrence 
of  the  daringandunprovokid  Rebellion  in  seve- 
ral of  His  Majesty's  Coloni'  s,  against  the  au- 
thorityofthe  legislative  power  of  Great  Britain, 

23,  Address  of  the  House  of  Keys,  representing  the 
Isle-of-Man,  to  the  King;  expressing  their 
utter  detestation  of  the  unnatural  Reb'  llion  in 
some  of  His  Majesty's  Colonies,  encouraged 
and  abetted  by  wicked  and  designing  men,     - 

23,  Arre.st,  exanHnation,coiniTiitinent,  and  discharge 
of  Stephen  Sayre,        -         -         .         .         . 

23,    Chester  County  (Pennsylvania)  Committee, 

Concession  of  Robert  Ferguson,  of  the  Borough 
of  Chester,         ...... 

23,     Ijetter  from  General  Greene  to  Governour  Ward, 

23,  Letter  fiom  (ieneral  ( iates  to  General  Sullivan. 
The  General  proposes  to  send  him  a  party  of 
experienced  Riflemen,  that  may  be  of  advan- 
tage should  the  enemy  attempt  to  burn  Ports- 
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the  Selectmen  of 


•nd 


Letter  from  (Jolonej  1^ 
P.oston.  The  Ciener 
change  of  Master  I 
Colonel  Robertson,      -  .         .         -         . 

Letter  from  Boston  to  a  ( ieiuhnian  in  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland.  The  Americans  cannot  suc- 
ceed in  Manufactures  in  articles  of  the  greatest 
necessity  to  themselves,  and  for  which  their 
country  is  well  adapted.  They  will  suffer  more 
by  the  Non-Importation  than  Great  Britain. 
The  stopping  of  Salt,  alone,  will  prove  their 
ruin.  In  less  than  two  years  they  will  be 
obliged  to  accept  of  any  terms  prescribed  by 
Great  Britain. 

Address  of  the  High  Sheriff;  &c.,  of  the  County 
of  Devon,  to  the  King.  They  lament  the  in- 
fatuation  and  abhor  the  conduct  of  his  Araeri- 

Address  of  the  Provost,  &c..  of  the  Borough  of 
Peebles,  to  the  King.  With  the  utmost  abhor- 
rence and  detestation  they  see  a  Rebellion  in 
some  of  His  Majesty's  Colonies,  instigated  by 
a  seditious  faction  at  home,  ... 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  ancient  Bo- 
rough of  Christ  Church,  in  the  County  of 
Southampton,  to  the  King.  With  the  deepest 
concern  they  see  a  desperate  resistance  of  the 
Colonies  to  his  parental  protection. 

Officers  of  a  Minute  Regiment  in  Westchester 
(Jounty,  New- York, 

Meeting  of  the  several  (Committees  in  the  First 
Regiment,  in  Suffolk  County,  New- York,  held 
at  Sinithtown,     ...... 

Letti'r  from  (ieneral  Washington  to  the  President 
of  Congress,  enclosing  an  account  of  the  burn- 
ing of  Falmouth  by  the  British,    ... 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Portsmouth,  New- 
Hampshire,  to  General  Washington,  October 
19,  irdbrming  him  of  the  burning  of  Falmouth, 
and  of  their  deH'nceless  condition  in  case  of  an 
attack,  as  thev  have  but  seventeen  barrels  of 

Address  of  (\iptain  Mowat,  of  His  Majesty's 
Ship  Canceau,  to  the  People  of  Falmouth,"   - 

Council  of  War  at  Head-Quarters,  October  18, 
decide  against  an  attack  on  Boston, 

Oi'leisby  <  ieneral  Washington,  fiom  October  K! 

Lelt.T     finill      the      Cellllnlltee     of      Collfen  |,ee,     ilt 

Head-liuarter.s,  to  the  Presuhiit  of  Congress, 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  with 

(  ieneral  Washington,  from  Oct.  18  to  Oct.  22, 
Minutes  of  Conference  of  the   Connnittee   with 

(ieneral  Washuielen,  October  o;i, 
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(Jrdnance  and  Stores  ne 
twenty  thousand  Men, 

Letter  fiom  (jeneral  Washington  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Falmouth,  

.\rticles  of  .\greement  between  General  Wash- 
ington .-md  John  Fisk,  for  twenty  tons  of  Pow- 
der, to  be  deliver,  d  on  the  1st  of  April,  1770, 
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COINTEINTS. 


Oci.  24,  Letter  from  Stc  phr  n  Moylan  to  CuKuirl  IleeJ, 
explaining  the  difticulties  he  lius  iu  tilting  out 

the  Armed  Vessels, 

24,  Letter  iVoin  Gen.  Greene  to  Governour  Cooke. 
RiL-rivrd  int(  llii^rinT  l;i.st  night,  Liy  e.xpress,  of 
thr  hinninL;  nl  f'.i  iinoiiiji.  Death  and  desola- 
tjnii  >ri  111  lu  iii,irl>  till  liHilsteps  of  the  enemy. 
l''ifilit  or  Liesi.ivis,  ij  tlir  American  motto;  the 
fiiil  IS  by  fiir  the  most  eligihle,     -         -         - 

Sentiments  of  a  gentleman  of  eminence,  npoii  the 
occasion  of  the  burning  of  Falmouth,    - 

Account  of  the  destruction  of  tlie  Town  of  Fal- 
mouth, October  18,  1775,  drawn  up  by  the  Se- 
lectmen of  the  Town,  .         .         -         . 

Letter  from   Major  Scammell  to  (itiirral  Sulli- 


11G8 
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24, 


W: 


24,     Declaration  of  David   Noble 

Massachusetts, 

24,  Committee  of  Boothbay  refuse  to  return  some 
Guns  and  Ammunition  they  recently  received 
from  Captain  William  Pieice  Johnson,  until 
the  pleasure  of  the  General  Couit  is  known, 

24,  Letter  from  Colonel  Arnold  to  Colonel  Enos,  di- 
rectina:  him   to   come  on  with  as  maiiy  ol   the 


remainder,  w  hetlier  sick  or  well,  to   the  Com- 
missary,    ------- 

24,  Letter  from  Colonel  Arnold  to  Colonel  Farns- 
worth.  Commissary,  directing  him  to  take  care 
of  and  furnish  witli  provisions  all  that  may  be 
sent  back,  ...... 

24,  Letter  from  Colonel  Arnold  to  Colonel  Gieene, 

25,  Address  of  the   Liverymen  of  the  City  of  Lon- 

don, to  the  King.  With  deep  concern  they  ob- 
serve that  their  fellow-subjects  in  His  Majes- 
ty's American  Colonies  are  now  hi  open  iie- 

25,  Address  of  the  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  Borough  and 
Fansh  of  Barnstaple,  to  the  King.  They  view 
with  horror  and  detestation  the  uimatuial  and 
ungrateful  Rebellion  fomented  in  a  distant  part 
oi  the  Empire,  ..... 

25,  Address  of  tlie  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Synod  of  Angus  and  Meams,  to  the 
King.  With  the  deepest  concern  they  see  a 
part  of  their  fello\i--subjicts  m  America  are 
now  in  a  slate  of  actual  hostility  and  Rebel- 
lion,   

25,  Account  of  the  seizure  of  a  New-Eiiyhind  V.  s- 
sel,  in  the  Harbour  of  iMartinico,  by  an  En- 
glish Frigate, 

25,  Olficers  appointed  by  the  Committee  for  Ches- 
terfield County,  in  Viiginia,  .          .         . 

25,  Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  New-Jeisey, 

25,     Field-Ofiicers  m  Ulster  County,  ISew-  Yoik,      - 

25,  Company  Ulliceis  in  Maibletown,  Rochester, 
Kevv-l^altz,  and  Kingsluii,  Ulster  C'ouiitv, 
New- York,        -  -  -  ■  -        ■- 

25,  Letter  from  Heiijamin  Bakir  to  Mr.  'i'ates,  on 
the  manufacture  of  Saltijclie, 

25,  Letter  from  Silas  Marsh  to  the  New-Yoik  Con- 
gress, with  an  Association  signed  bv  Josiali 
Morse  and  Joel  Harvey,  Jun,,      -         .          . 

25,  Letter  from  Dr.  Samuel  Stihiger  to  General 
Schuyler.  Deficiencies  in  tlie  Gieneial  iUis- 
pital  for  the  Northern  Department, 

25,  Letter  from  Liovernour  Cooke  to  General  Wash- 
ington. Captain  Whipple  has  returned  from 
his  voyage  to  Bermuda.  The  inhabitants  there 
are  friendly  to  the  Americans,  and  arc  liaish- 
ly  treated,  -..-.. 

25,     Letter  from  Colonel  Reed  to  Stephin  Moylan, 

25,  Letter  from  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts 
to  the  Continental  Congress,  with  their  ac- 
counts of  disbursements  for  the  support  of  the 
Army  stationed  in  the  Colony,  and  for  pro- 
viding necessaries  to  enable  them  to  make  a 
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stand  against  the  Ministerial  Foices,  - 
Letter  from  General  Washington  to  a  Coiii- 
mittee  of  the  Council  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 
dated  August  12,  -  -  -  .  '. 
Treasurer's  account  of  disbursements  madr  liy 
Ma.ssachusells  h.  defence  ,.f  American  Liberty, 
5,  Lrtteis  from  Q,uebeck,  giving  an  account  ol  tlie 
treatment  of  Mr.  Walker,    -  -         -         . 
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Oct. 


'.n.  Notice  of  advices  from  America,  to  the  2.'-.th  of 
October,  published  in  the  London  Ciazctte,  - 
Address  of  the  Chancellor,  Masters,  and  Sclm- 
lars,  of  the  University  of  O.xford,  to  the  King: 
declaring  their  utter  abhorrence  of  the  base 
artifices  and  seditious  proceedings,  by  which 
some  of  His  Majesty's  American  subjects  have 
bein  tempted  to  rebVl  against  the  sovireiirntv 
of  the  British  L.oi,|,,t,nv    -  .  .   ■"     "- 

Address  of  the   xMavor,  &,■,,   of  the    Be 


.gh    of 


itle 


theNc 


&C.,  ofth.;  T, 


Addr.ssof 
.Mihtia, 

Address  of 
Dundee, 

Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia  prolnbii  all  pir- 
sons,  whatsoever,  passing  to  or  tVoin  ihf  Bn- 
roughof  Norfolk,  or  the  Town  of  Poitsinontli, 
without  a  permit  from  the  projier  authority,  - 

Observations  on  the  conduct  of  Lord  Dtnimore. 
His  proceedings  at  Norfolk  ;  his  expedition  to 
Kemp's  Landing.  Is  suspected  of  treachery 
to  Colonel  Lewis,  in  the  late  Indian  war.  The 
Tories  need  not  plume  themselves  on  his  Lord- 
ship's success,  for  his  success  has  increastd 
the  resentment  of  the  people,  which  has  been 
suppressed  for  some  time  past,      - 

Commiuee  of  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Virginia, 
declare  that  Mary  Easson  holds  principles 
inimical  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Noitli- 
America,   ....... 

Committee  of  Prince  Edward  County,  Virginia, 
approve  the  Resolutions  and  Ordinances  of  the 
late  Convention,  and  consider  them  as  having 
the  full  force  and  power  of  law.  ... 

Letter  from  Alexandria,  Virginia.'  Proceedings 
of  Lord  Dunmore, 

Letter  from  President  Hancock  to  the  New- 
York  Congress,  transmitting  the  e.\ainuiatioii 
of  Captain  Campbell  and  Lieutenant  Symes, 
taken  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  Penn- 
sylvania, -.--.. 

Letter  from  Josiah  Bartlett  to  William  Whipple. 
The  affair  of  the  Flour  Ship  was  before  the 
Congress,  but  nothing  yet  concluded.  As  the 
whole  Continent,  as  well  as  the  two  Armies, 
is  to  be  supplied  with  Powder,  it  is  uncertain 
whur  any  can  be  sent  to  New-Hampshire,     - 

Letter  to  the  New- York  Provincial  Congress, 
from  their  Delegates  in  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, enclosing  a  Resolution  of  the  same  date, 
to  encourage  the  importation  of  Arms  and 
Ammunition,  which  they  request  may  be  kept 
as  secret  as  possible,    -  "      - 

Letter  from  the  Tryon  County  (New- York) 
Committee  to  Sir  John  Johnson,  requesting  to 
know  if  he  will  permit  the  inhabitants  of 
J(dmstowii  and  Kingsborough  to  form  them- 
selves hito  Compana -..-ircMding  to  the  regu- 
lations of  the  ('"iii  iipia  il  ( 'niiLTess, 

Remonstrance  of  th.  t  Miin  ,  j,  ,,i  the  Independent 
Company  at  Pouglik.  i  psir,  Dutchess  County. 
New- York,  to  the  Provincial  Congres.s, 

Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  New- York 
Congiess.  Chambly  has  surrendered;  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  barrels  of  Powder, 
with  a  quantity  of  Provisions,  have  fallen  into 
our  hanels,  ...... 

Letter  from  Cieneral  Schuyler  to  C-ieneral  Wash- 
ington. The  reduction  of  Chambly  will,  in 
all  probability,  be  followed  by  that  of  St.  Johns, 
as  Cieneral  Montgomery  has  now  a  supply  ol 
Powder,    -          -          -  "       -         -          -    "     - 

Letter  from  James  Livingston  to  Cfeneral  Memt- 

Lai.r  tinm  (i.ueral  Washim;tou  to  (ieneral 
Scliuyh  r.  Thr  MuiLstry  haVe  begun  the  de- 
stmctiuii  of  our  Sea-jHht  Towns,  by  burning 
Falmouth,  a  flom  rshiiiL'  'Inwii  of  about  three 
hundred  houses  :  tin;  i:a  y  '  iH  cted  with  every 
circumstance  eif  cruiliy  and  barbarism  whicii 
nvenge-  anil  malice  couid  suggest, 

Lettw  fiom  Colonel  Reed  to  the  Comiiiittcc  of 
Haitford,  Connecticut,  .... 

Li  tter  from  General  Washington  to  Maj.  French 
Refuses  his  request  to  permit  him  to  wear  liis 
Sword,  while  a  prisoner,      .... 


IISS 
1 1 81) 
1 1  8'J 
1  1  8ii 


20, 


at) 


1198 


1198 


1 199 


200 


I.XXXVII 

1775. 

0<l.  -iG,  Letter  from  Culoiu-l  R.;(-J  to  -Major  Tupper,  com- 
mmiicating  the  Cieneral's  Thanks  lor  his  suc- 
cess  in  taking  the  two   Vessels  at  Martha's 
Vineyard,  ------ 

Letter  from  Colonel  Reed  to  William  AVatson, 
Continental  Ayent  at  Plymouth,  directing  him 
to  take  ciiarKe^of  the  t\vo  Vessels  late  belong- 
ing  to  thi'  Tories  of  Hostou,  taken  by  Major 

'I'upper, 

Letter  I'roni  Daviil  L'arker  to  (ieueral  Washuig- 
ton,  acknowledging  the  iinproprit  ly  of  his  con- 
duct in  opposing  the  American  measures, 

27,  (_)rders  by  the  King  in  Council,  permitting  Salt- 
petre and  (  lunpiiwder  to  be  carrii  d  coastwise, 
under  crrtiun  ,.M,.ri„,n,,     ...  - 

27,  Orders  by  ihr  Kii.-  iii  ( ■ounril,  ])rn,,itiiiio  Salt- 
petre an!  I  iiiiip.iwd.  r  to  be  expoil-d  to  Ire- 
land, foi  th.  ml.  iriil,  Miismnplionof  that  King- 
dom, und' i  riit, mi  1 1  .-ti  ictions,      -         -         - 

27,  Address  of  tlir  (  einlrm,  n,  &c.,  of  the  County  of 
l/.inark,  to  the  King.  They  are  struck  with 
the  highest  indii^nation  at  iho  conduct  of  His 
Majesty's  American  subjects,  who  had  the 
audacity  to  break  out  in  open  and  unprovoked 
Rebellion  against  the  supreme  legislative  au- 
thority of  the  Country,         -         -         -         -    1200 

27,  Petition  and  Memorial"  of  the  Free  Burgesses, 
Traders,  and  Inhabitants  of  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  to  the  King.  The  present  unnatural 
war  with  their  American  brethren  is  without 
provocation  or  object,  nor  is  it  consonant  with 
the  rights  of  humanity,  sound  policy,  or  the 
Constitution  of  the  Country.  Ministers  have 
found  the  Americans  firm,  temperate,  and 
brave,  and  the  Petitioners  consider  them  loyal, 
atieclionale,  and  gratefid  ;  they  therefore  pray 
His  Majesty  to  restore  America  to  her  former 
happy  situation,  and  grant  her  peace,  liberty, 
and  safety,  ------ 

27,  Letter  from  Lord  Mulgravc  to  Willianr  Smith, 
in  Newcastle.  Is  opposed  to  any  Address 
recommending  a  surrender  of  the  powers  of 
the  Legislature,  imder  an  idea  of  restoring  the 
tranquillity  of  the  Empire,  - 
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Letter  from  Mr. 
Sir  Walter  lihir 
Ridley,  re,,„e,M„ 
from  NewiM.-.tl'  , 

Letter  from  Sir  W^ 


c,  dated  November  Ti,  to 
uid  Sir  Matthew  White 
em  to  sign  the  Petition 
present  it  to  the  King,  - 
Blackett  to  Mr.  Grieve. 
I'ho  Colonies  are  now  in  Rebellion  against  the 
authority  of  Parliament,  and,  as  the  Petition 
does  not  assert  that  right,  nor  make  a  proper 
submission  from  the  Colonies,  he  declines  sign- 
ing and  presenting  it,  ...  - 
Letter  from  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  to  Mr. 
Grieve.  The  Americans  are  in  arms  against 
Great  Britain,  and  justify  their  Rebellion  by  a 
denial  of  the  legislative  authority  of  the  King- 
dom; for  these  and  otln  r  re;iMiiis  lie  declims 
signing  or  presenting  the  I',  iiiien, 
Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dnlinoiiih  m  i  ii  neral 
Howe.  Encjosislli.-^  .Maj.  sly  sSpe,  ,|,  u,  Par- 
liament, with    the    AlMletM.s    ,,]    linlil    lloUSeS, 

which,  it  is  ho]).,!,  will  luve  the  ,  il,  ,t  of  con- 
vincing the  leade'is  of  tin;  Rebellion  in  Ame- 
rica of  the  (inn  resolution  of  every  branch  of 
the  Legislature  to  maintain  the  dignity  and 
authority  of  Parliament,      -         .          .          - 

Connnittee  of  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  die l;i re 
the  conduct  of  Major  William  Ti.  iii  hn>  1m  en, 
on  all  occasions,  that  of  a  trui'  Iriend  Ui  Aim  - 
rican  I.,iberly, 

Certificate  of  Lewis  Morris,  James  WiLson,  and 
Thomas  Walkir,  Commissioners  linm  tin' 
Congie.ss  for  Indian  aliiiirs,  in  favour  of  Ma- 
jor Trenl, 

Letter  from  ibe  Provincial  Congre.^s  of  Xew- 
Vork  to  the  Continental  Congress,  They 
have  engaged  the  services  of  Bernard  Romans, 
as  an  Engineer  at  the  Fortifications,  and,  as 
Mr,  Roman.s  will  b.:,  W..  p.n.Mon  fruin  the 
Crown,  as  Holani-.  L-i  I 'L  a,  la,  they  re,,,,,  >t  a 
suitable  com])eri.sa!  ii  11  iiia\-  he  iixed'lnr  liim, 

Field  and  Stall'  Ollic.  r.,  and  Captains  appointed 
by  the  General  Committee  of  New-York,  for 
the  three  Regiments  of  Militia  of  the  City  and 
County,     --..-.. 


7,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  Governour 
Trumbull.  Will  send  the"  Prisoners  taken  at 
Chambly  to  Connecticut.  He  has  not  j-et 
heard  from  Arnold,  General  Wooster,  wdth 
his  Regiment,  left  Ticonderoga  on  the  22d ; 
most  of  the  men,  and  many  of  the  officers,  went 
with  great  reluctance, 

Letter  from  Colonel  Bedel  to  the  New- Hamp- 
shire Committee  of  Safety.  Chambly,  with  a 
large  quantity  of  stores  and  provisions,  was 
taken  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  -         -         - 

Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Council 
of  .Massachusetts,  representing  the  dreadful  ef- 
fects to  the  general  cause  from  the  distress  of 
the  Army  for  Wood,  Hay,  &c,,  unb  ss  some 
s])eedy  and  effectual  remedy  is  provided.  He 
has  the  utmost  reason  to  tiiink  the  scarcity  is 
artificial,  ------- 

Letter  from  Stephen  iloylan  to  Colonel  Reed. 
Captain  Adams's  and  Captain  Manly's  Vessels 
are  both  ready,  and  will  sail  as  soon  as  their 
crews  are  on  board,     -         -         -         -          - 

Representation  of  General  Sullivan  to  the  Com- 
mittee oi'  Safety  for  New-Hampshire,  of  the 
condition  he  is  placed  in  by  the  return  of  the 
Militia  to  their  respective  homes,  and  leaving 
the  works  unfinished;  requesting  their  advice 
for  his  future  conduct,  .         -         -         - 

Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Committee  of 
Safety  to  General  Sullivan.  Tie  y  will  lai^e 
men  to  guard  and  complete  the  n.  <.  -sn  \  i'e^rs 
and  Passes  for  the  defence  of  P.  iiMi.eutli.  a  in  I 
re(piest  him  to  remain  and  cmpluy  the  Troops 
as  he  shall  juJl'''   ii'e.>>ar\-.  -         -         . 

Orders  of  the  Nm\-I  liiii|..|,iie  Committee  of 
Safety  to  AVilliam  Kniglu  and  others,  to  moor 
a  number  of  Vessels  above  the  Boom  on  Pis- 
cataqua  River,  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the 
enemy's  Ships  up  tire  River,         -         .         - 

Letter  froin  (A)lonel  Arnold  to  General  Wash- 
ington, Has  just  arrived  at  Chaudiere  with 
seventy  ir.en,  A  iiKssenger  has  just  returned 
to  him  lioin  the  Fn  neb  inhabitants,  who  ap- 


glad  to  receive 


Letter  I'rom  Colonel  Arnold  to  the  Officers  in 
the  rear  of  the  detachment,  urging  them  to 
join  him  with  all  po.ssible  despatch, 

1/  Iter  from  Colonel  Arnold  to  the  Officers  in  the 
rear.  He  has  just  arrived  at  Chaudiere  River, 
and  met  his  express  from  the  French  inhabi- 
tants, who  are  rejoiced  to  hear  the  Americans 
are  coming,  and  will  supply  them  with  Provi- 
sions,        ------- 

Letter  from  Colonel  Arnold  to  Colonel  Enos, 
with  a  Letter  for  Gmeral  Washington,  to  be 
forwarded  bv  exjiress.  He  hopes  soon  to  see 
Colonel  Eniis  in  Quebrck, 

Addre,«s  to  the   Inhabitants  of  the  American  Co- 
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Addn 
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af  the  Provost,  .^cc,  of  the  Burgh  of 
w.  Ill  the  King;  declaring  their  abhor- 
il  I  he  Uebellion  in  America,  stirred  up 
iiiniis  spirits  among  themselves,  and 
inl  aliened  by  a  disappointed  faction  at 


nl  tlie  Magistrates,  &c., 


lie'   Town   ef 


121  1 
1211 


Addr..-s  of  the   Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  Boroi 

lb  llestoii.  Ill  the  Coimly  of  Cornwall. 
Addii'f.s  of  the  Magistrate's,  &c.,  of  the   < 

P>rechine.  :         .  .  .  . 

Address  of  the  Mayor.  &c.,  of  the  Boro 

Leeds,  in  the  Coimtv  of  York.      - 
Address  of  the    Gnillenan.  &e.,  ofthe  l!orougll 

•and  ne,.rlil„,„,|i I  nl    1 ,  eds,        -  -        "  ■ 


of 


1216 
121G 


the   j) 


■l„i>. 


S   or    NF.W-JKRSEY. 

alteiidid  the  Coiigi 


Hendr 


Samuel  'I'uck: 

Fisher,  Vice-Pia  ,ul  lit,  .  -  -  - 

Ministers  of  the  (iospel  at  Trenton  requested  to 
give  their  alternate  attendance  every  morning, 
to  open  the  business  of  the  day  with  prayer,  - 

List  of  ilie  l.)ipulies  elected  to  the  Congicss, 
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COiNTEATS. 


William  Patterson  appointed  Secretary  to  the 
Congress,  -          -         -  -          -         -   121'J 

Committee  to  prepare  a  Resolution  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  Deserters  from  the  Continental 
Troops, 1-219 

6,  Proposal  from  James  Campbell,  respecting  tlic 

manufacturing  of  Fire-Arms  in  the  Colony, 
received  and  rtad,       -----    1219 
Committee  to  exanjiue  the   Returns  of  Minute- 
Men,  and  Officers,  and  report  to  the  Congress,    1219 

7,  Cominitti'c  reported  on  the  Muster-RoUs  of  Cap- 

tains Hazhtt,  Stout,  and  Biearley,  and  Com- 
missions ordered  for  these  three  Companies,   -   1219 

State  of  the  Provincial  Fund  to  be  considered  on 

Thursday  next,  the  12th  instant,  -         -         -    1219 
9,    Petitions  from  the  County  of  Sussex,  praying  that 
all  who  pay  Taxes  may  vote  for  Deputies  to 
the  Congress, 1220 

Pititions  from  the  County  of  Sussex,  praying  that 
suits  at  law,  for  the  recovery  of  debts,  may  be 
suspended  during  the  continuance  of  the  dis- 
pute with  Great  Britain,      -         .         -         -    1220 

Committee  to  prepare  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
necessary  to  put  the  Colony  in  a  state  of  de- 
fence,        -------    1220 

John  Carey  chosen  Secretary,  and  Abraham 
Clark  and  Charles  Stewart  assistant  Secreta- 
ries, -------    1220 

10,  Committee  to  inspect  the  Minutes  of  the  late 

Congress  and  Committee  of  Safety,       -         -    1220 

1 1,  Committee  to  prepare  the  draught  of  an  Ordnance 

for  the  further  regulating  of  the  Militia  of  the 
Colony, 1221 

12,  In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  estimate  of 

the  I  x])ense  necessary  to  put  the  Colony  in  a 
state  of  defence,  at  this  time,  -         -          -   1222 

13,  Letter  from  the   President   of  the  Continental 

Congress,  dated  October  12th,  received  and 
read, 122S 

liCtter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, enclosing  two  Letters  written  by  the 
Rev.  Jonathan  Odell,  of  Burlington,  to  cer- 
tain persons  in  Gireat  Britain,  received  and 
read, 1224 

Motion  by  Mr.  Mehelm,  that  the  Congress  do,  in 
general,  keep  their  doors  open,  passed  in  the 
negative,  -------    1224 

The  Associations,  with  the  list  of  such  persons  as 
have  not  associated,  filed  for  inspection,  -    1224 

Committee  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  Letter 
from  the  Contuien'al  Congress,  recommend- 
ing two  Battalions  to  be  immediately  raised  in 
the  Province, 1224 

Rev.  Mr.  Odell  heard  in  his  defence,  and  per- 
mitted to  return  to  his  house,  at  present,  on  his 
parole  of  honour, 1224 

Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress.  There  will 
he  difficulty  in  raising  the  two  Battalions,  un- 
less such  a  provision  as  has  been  made  in  other 
Colonies,  as  to  the  appointment  of  Field-Offi- 
cers,  be  extended  to  this,      -         -         -          -    1224 

State  of  the  Colony  further  considered  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole, 1225 

14,  Election  of  the   Committee  for  the   Precinct  of 

Haekensack  confirmed,        -         -         -         .    1225 

Debt  contracted  in  May  last  by  Morris  County, 
on  the  alarming  account  of  the  Battle  of  Lex- 
ington, to  be  paid  out  of  the  Ten  Thousand 
Pound  Tax,       ------    1'225 

Committee  to  prepire  a  Letter  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,      ------    1220 

Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress.  New-Jer- 
sey is  willing  to  raise  four  thousand  Minute- 
Men,  to  take  the  field  on  any  emergency;  but 
wish  to  know  what  provision  is  made  for  them, 
if  called  into  actual  service,  -         .         -    1220 

17,    Resolutions  for  apprehending  Deserters  from  the 

Continental  Ti-oo^s, 1226 

Committee  to  pit  pare  an  Ordinance  to  compel 
the   payment  of  the   Ten    Thousand    Pound 

Tax, 1227 

13,    Mr.  Odell's  case  examined ;  the  Congress  decline 

passing  any  publick  censure  against  him,       -   1227 
19,    Ordinance  for  the  further  regulating  the  Militia, 

reported  and  read, 1228 

State  of  the   Colcmv  further  considered  in  Com- 

nutlee  of  the  Whole, 1228 


',  Philemon  r)ickeis 

General  of  the  A 

Ordinance  for  the  fn 

Forces  of  the  Co 

rr'commitled. 
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BattalioiLs  \v 

are  authonz 

as  requested 
Ordinance  for  c 

Thoii.s:md  I'omid  Tax 
State  of  the  Colony  furtl 


ilnieiiial  Congress.       Th 
lie  speedily  completed,  i( 

point  t 


Field-Officei 
r  Letter  of  the  13th, 
p(dliug  tlu'  payment  of  the  T( 
jiorled  and  read, 
considered  in  Coi 


payr 


the 


miUi'e  of  the  Who 

Ordinance   for   compellino 
Ten  Thousand  Pound  ' 

OutheMeuioiialof  Ichiihod  iV.  Harnett, of  Eliza- 
bethtuun,  who  w;l^  advertised  in  May  last,  as 
iiiiniie;,ltoi|,r  lilieiti,  ^ofhis  Country,  he  is  re- 
stoiiil  to  ihe  eiMJ  and  conunercial  ]ivivileges 
wlueh  he  heretoloie  enjoyed  in  the  Colony,   - 

.-tute  of  the  C,,lo„y  further  consid.T<il  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whoi,',    -  -  -  .  . 

Report  of  the  Comimllee  of  the  Whole,     - 

One  thousand  Pounds  appropriated  to  encourage 
the  making  of  Saltpetre  in  the  Colony, 

Committee  to  prepare  an  Ordinance  for  emitting 

Thiity  Thousan.l    Pound...  in  Bills  of  Credit. 

^for  the  use  ol  the  Colony,     -  .  -  . 

holdeis  ni;iy  he  adiniltKl  to  vote  at  future  elec- 
tion,-, |hi-iiieiied  to  the  next  s<'Ssion, 

"idiii.inri  1, 11  i-^iiiiig  Thirty  Thousand  Pounds, 
^  m  Bills  ol   Credit,  reported  and  rearl,     - 

Form  of  advertisement  respecting  thi  eiilittnn  nt 
of  men  for  the  two  Battalions, 

Provision  for  mustering  the  men  in  ('(impaiin  ,v 
as  last  as  enl.sted,  and  for  issuing  <  'oiiiinitsions 
to  the  OfKcers, 

Ordinance  for  further  regulating  the  Militia  of 
the  Province,  reporti  d  and  read,  - 

Letter  from  the  Continental  Congret,?,  (kited  the 
25th  instant.  The  publick  service  uuikes  it  ne- 
cessary that  the  two  Battalions  be  levied  with 
all  possible  expedition;  the  Minute-Men,  when 
in  tlie  Continental  service,  will  receive  the  same 
pay  as  the  Continental  Troops,     -         -         - 

Ordinance  for  emitting  "I'hirty  Thousand  Pounds, 
in  Bills  of  Publick  Credit,  read  a  second  time, 
debated  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,      - 

Ordinance  for  the  further  regulating  the  Militia 
Forces  of  the  Province,        -         -         -          - 

On  the  question,  AVhether  this  Ordinance  pass 
this  Congress  or  not  ?  It  passed  in  the  afiii  ina- 
tive, 

Rules  of  the  Continental  Congress  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  to 
he  printed  with  this  Ordinance,     -          -         - 

Field-Otilcers  for  the  two  Battalions  to  be  raised 
in  the  Colony,  recommended  to  the  Continen- 

W^illiam  Livingston  appointed  Second  Brigadier- 
General  of  the  Militia  Forces  of  the  Colony, 

Ordinance  for  emitting  Thirty  Thousand  Pounds, 
in  Bills  of  Credit,  lor  the  use  of  the  Colony,  - 

John  Cooper  iiiid  John   Dennis  appointed  Trea- 

(JufUinillee  ol    .-all  tv  ajipointMl. 

Thanks  of  the  Congress  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spen- 
cer and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Panton,  for  their  attention 
and  services  during  the  present  session, 

Minutes  of  the  Congress  and  the  Ordinanci  s 
passed,  ordered  to  be  printed,         -         -          . 

Adjourni  d  to  meet  at  New-Brunswick,  on  the 
tiist  Tuesday  in  April  next,  unless  sooner  con- 
vened by  the  President,   or  the  Committee  of 


CORRESPONnKNCB.    I'ROCKEDI  NOS.    ETC. 

0,7.2S,LettPrfrom  the  Tryon(/onnty(  New- Yurk)  Com- 
mittee to  the  Provincial  Congress.  Send  the 
replies  of  Sir  John  Johnson  to  questions  they 
proposed  to  him,  through  a  Committee,  and 
ask  the  advice  of  the  Congress  for  their  further 

direction, Iv 

28,     1,^-tter  from  (iovernour  Cooke  to  General  Wash- 
ington,     -        -        -        -        -        -        -  r. 
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,3,  L'V.OT  from  St'-pIiPii  ]Mo\  Ian  to  Colonel   Re.  d. 
The  Vessel  for  Ciiptaiii  Ad;.ii:s  is  ready,  and 
no  nppcarance   of  liira  or  liis  men:   Captain 
.Manly  is  ofii  and  only  waiti  lor  a  lair  wind  to 
procei  d  to  s.a.  ------ 

Proclamation  by  (General  Howe,  prohihitino- tin- 
passino;  of  anv  p.  rson.  not  !».  lonq:ing  to  tlie 
Navy, 


U,.sl. 


dill:. 


^io^t. 


I'.. 


lay 


ndii 


the  attempt,  or  uliu  may  In 
niilitarv  e.\u-iition, 

Pr.H-lamationbyl.ien.ral  II. n 
l>.Tsou,  having  i.crmi^si.nt 
lalii-  with  him  more  ihan  li' 
miller  p.iialtv  of  fni  I',  mn.-  . 
and  such  ..lliVi  lin.'  au,l  im 
be  adjiid-i.!  I..r  tie    i.lii  n  ■.■. 

ProclamatK.il  by  I. leneial    lli». 

to  the  Inhabitants  of  Boston  to  associate  lb.  in- 
stlvts,  lobe  IbriiKd  into  C.'.impanies;  p.isuns 
so  assoeiatinjf  shall  b.-  prop. Tly  armid,  ami  re- 
ceive an  allowance  of  I'm  1  ainl  Provisions,     - 

Association  prop.is.  d  to  tli.-  loyal  citizens  ot  Bos- 
ton, by  Cien.ral  Howe,  agieeable  to  his  Pro- 
clamation of  this  date,  .  .  .  - 

Letter  from  Samuel  Adams  to  Eibri.lu.-  (  i.rry. 
The  Militia  of  each  CiK.ny  sIlmiI  b.)  and.  r 
the  sole  direction  of  its  own  Le-ijlatiii.-,  ^\  bich 
is,  and  oii^ht  to  be  the  s.)Verei'_!U  au.l  mieuii- 
trollable  |iowca-  witliin  its  own  luiiiis  or  terri- 
tory. The  Militia  should  always  be  leady  to 
aid"  the  forces  of  th.:  Conlim. nt,  but  this  ou-bt 
to  be  done  upon  application  to  tlie  GovLrnintut 
of  the  Colony, 

Letterfroin  General  Washington  to  Richard  Hen- 
ry Leo.  Coloni  I  Reed,  his  Secretary,  lears  in- 
jury in  his  practice  and  future  prospi'cts,  if  the 
suits  he  is  engaged  in  are  brougiit  to  trial  in  the 
Courts  of  Pennsylvania  in  his  absence,  and 
desires  the  C'hiel  Justice  maybe  iiilorined  of 
this,  -          -  -         -         -         - 

Letter  from  ( ieneral  Washington  to   Gov.rnoiir 

dismission'of  Dr.  Ch^-ney  Ironi  the  Army,      - 

Letter  from  Cien.'ral  Washington  to  Goveinoiir 
Cooke.  Two  Vess.  is  have  sailed  for  the  inoutli 
of  St.  Lawrence  River,  coinmand.-d  by  Cap- 
tains liroughton  and  S.  Iiiian,  on  the  same  ser- 
vice on  which  Captain  Whijijde  propoststo  go, 

Letter  from  Colonel  Reed  to  Captain  Coit.  V\  ishi  s 
he  would  proceed  to  sea  in  the  Schooner  Har- 
rison, as  she  is  iitted  out,  and  sails  wtll;  or,  as 
a  Brig  and  a  Schooner,  t.ak.ii  by  i\l.i|..r  '1  up- 
per at  Martha's  Viie-vald,  is.xp.cl..!  at  PK - 
mouth  in  a  lew  das,.-,  b.- ,i;.iy  h;iv.' ..n.- ..I  ib.  .-e, 

L.tter  from  Col..n.  I  i;.  .d  to  i^pbiaim  Boweii, 
Jun,,  -..---.- 

Colonel  Re.. Is  li.vt  of  tb.'  Aimed  V.  .-s.  is,  an.l 
the  state  ol  lb. -Ill  ;  tie  ir  ( '..iiiman.l.is  au.l  ibe 
Agents, 

Lett. 'r  from  C ral  S.iiln:m  I.,  (i.ii.Mal   U:,.~ii. 


ofth.'Coiitmi'nlal.M..ney;  ih.y  iv.il.v 

lb.- streets 

with  impunity, and  t.ll  lb.    p.  npl.-,  w 

ll  a  sneer 

that  their  Lib.'rly  Poles  will  ,M„m  b 

:  ciiiivert- 

ed  into  (billow... 

Address  of  lb.-  (biiil.iii.ai,  .^e,.  „l   lb.- 

linlnUL'll 

of  Derby,  h,  \hr  Km-.      'rii.  v  app 

..all     lll,- 

Maj.-slv'wilb    pr-.f  >M,.M.-,  .,1   all.L'iai 

,■.■,  at  ibis 

cnli.-iif  .-.i.-nii,  uiicn  ;i  nuiiibiT  ..1   b 

.s.ub|.,XS 

in  .Vm.'i  1.-  1  ha\.'  ii,~'  ii  mlo  ai:tii.il  a 

|{rb.'lll,:ll,                  -                .                -                - 

- 

Liit.a-  fr..m   I'hili.l.  li.biat.ia  I  b-iilLiii 
,l,,ii.     I'l.  p;ii,ilMii,-:..i-m;.kiiiL'  I'.i.f 

m  111  L..n- 

L.ti.T  fr..m  .l..s.'pb  ■j'n.mi.uli  In  (bur 

al  Wasli- 

p.  n^T    liiau    (i.,v,,n.iur    Trumbull    t 

( .Vn.  y-A 

Wasbiu..t..ii,   r,'>\ur>l,u'^  .-in   f,.,-iii.  .-r  may  b. 

.-.Ill  t.i.lir..-ltb.'d.l.ii.-.s..l   .\.-w-L..h.l..n,      . 
.1,111,.-.-  Il.yl,  .lull,  of  .Slralinol.d,  eland  iiumK-.i 

M  111.'  111... Ill,  s  111  bis  Counlry,  by  tiie  Coniniit. 

t.  .-of  l-'anli.ia  County.  Connecticut,      - 
Ci.iici  ssi.ai  and  aclaiowlulgmenl  of  James  Hayt 

Juu.,  -         -         -          - 
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hi.  oO,  Letter  from  General  Gates  to  Cieneral  Sullivan. 
As  the  Vessels  that  were  expected  at  Poris- 
mouth  are  returned  to  Boston,  the  General 
directs  his  return  to  Cambridge,  -         •         - 

30,  Letter  from  (ieneral  Washington  to  the  Assem- 
bly of  Massachusetts-Bay.  A  Battery  may 
be  I  reeled  to  the  great  advantage  and  security 
of  Cape  Anne;  but  the  small  slock  of  Artille- 
ry b.  longing  to  the  Army  prevents  him  fioni 
supplying  materials  for  the  purpose, 

30,  Letter  from  Edmund  Randolph  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Arundel,  Massachusetts,      -         .         - 

3U,  Letter  from  Colon.  1  Reed  to  Stephen  Moylan. 
He  is  just  about  departing  for  Philadelphia, 
and  requests  him,  in  future,  to  direct  to  Mr. 
Randolph,  the  Generaf  s  Aid-de-Camp, 

30,  Letter  from  General  Washington   to  the   Presi- 

di  lit  of  C'ongress.  Many  of  the  ( )l1icers  of  the 
rank  of  Captain  and  under  will  retire  in  De- 
cember;  and  many  ol'  those  w-ho  retire  dis- 
couraije  the  coiitiiiiiaiii-.-  of  the  m.  n,  and,  it 
is  feared,  will  coiuiumiirale  t- e  ml.  ctioii  to 
them,  -..-.-- 
Cieneral  Orders,  from  Octtdier  2-5  to  October  31, 

31,  Address  of  the  Free-holders  of  the  County  of  Ber- 

wick to  the  King.  Th.y  observe  with  inex- 
pressible grief  an  unnatural  and  ungrateful 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  pail  of  His  ilajesty's 
Colonies  in  America,  .... 

31,  Address  of  tlie  Provost,  &c.,  of  the  ancient  Bo- 
rough of  Haddington,  East-Lothian, 

31,  Address  of  the  Freeholders,  &c.,  of  the  County 
of  Haddington,  -..--. 

31,  Address  of  the  Piuvosl,  .^c,  uf  the  Biir-h  of 
Aberbothock, - 

31,  Addnss  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  >S:c.,  of  the 
Shire  of  Dumfries, 

31,  Addri.  ss  of  the  C-Jentlenun,  &c.,  of  the  Town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Halitax,  in  the  County  of 
York. '     - 

31,  Addnss  of  the  Boroughs  of  Dimf  rmliiie,  Iiivcr- 
keitlnng,  and  Cnlross,  .... 

31,  Piiiladelj.hia  Committee  reject  the  application  of 
Captain  Zebulon  Baker,  of  the  Sloop  Betsey, 
<n\mil  by  Abiel  Wood,  of  Pownalborough,  to . 
Inad  uitb  PIoiii-  f.r  Knm.  b.ck.  - 

31,  Pi.i.-fuii.ilioii  |,v  I  1.. Mill. an  'I'l  yon,  proroguing 
111.-  mi.im-;,i  the  A?s.  iiiblv'of  New- York, 
lii.m  Nosiuibir  I  1.,  n.  .-.-mb.-r  C,  1775, 

31,  iSew-  Ynik  Coiiiiiiiii. .  .111.  it  an  examination  into 
tberbarg.-a^^iiiiM  Mr.  I'lail, , if  having  spoken 
disit-speciluUy  ul  the  Coiignss,  and  threaten- 
ing to  s.  t  the  Town  on  hre,  in  case  Troops 
should  arrive, 

31,  Lelt.u-fiom  Eb.-nez.-r  Hazard  to  th.-  New- York 
Con-rn.-s,  r,  .|.i.--.,„.r  ,|n.-.-ti..iis  may  be  ninn 
for  the    I'nsi-Ri.l.-rs  to   pa.-..   F- ri  Ls  wu  bout 

31,  Alb,ui-rc'..niihiu.,-dii.i-Mb..beti.)u  of  Deputies 
t..lli.-  I'r.uiii.-ial  Ci.ie.;!-.  -s.  aiidofanew  Coun- 
ty (  .iiaiiiiii.  .'.  n,i  lb.-  7lb  .if  N.ivember  ne.xt, 

Km.l.lll.ii.k   ('..llllllltl Ill-.Vl  I'nilst,,  bi-opi-lled 

oil  ill.-  iili  ..I    Mi.vriiibiT  le-M.  ,..,-  till-  eb-ctioii 

Members  to  n  |.r, -.  ul  lb.  ,i,  m  tiiL^liiueial 
Cominiltee  for  lb.-  <  iiiiiiiy, 

31,  Letter  from  Col.  |-;.lniiiinl  U'au  lulpli  h-  Epbraim 
Bowen,  Jim.. 

31,  Li-Ui-r  irom  Josiab  Hum.-y  i..  i  i. m-ral  Washing- 
ton, MibmilliiiL;-  to  bima  plan  f.r  sluppiiig  up 
tlie   Haib.illl-  I.I    Hi..-lull.  -  -  -  - 

111. mil,.  .Ma,-H-lms.-.|-,,|.rl,r.  1-aac  I  lowland 
11111111,-al  ll,  In-  ('..imti-y,        ...  - 


1-^00 
1261 


1 2r,6 

1  207 


Or/.   1,  Tl,.-  < 'nii-i-e.-s  m.-l   p.n-s.i 

the  •i.l.ifSept.-iidier  la,- 

Motion  by  Mr.  Sears,  tha 

not  p.-miitt.d  to  break  I 


INORF.SS, 

uliiiiiinment   on 


4,     Pelition  ol  i:,..llri-v  llayii.  -  and  ..ili.-r: 
mav  be  bioU"lil  lo  an  miiiiedialc  in 
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COiNTE.NTS. 


/.  4,  Letter  to  tlip  Delejr^tcs  of  tlin  Colony  in  thr  Con- 
tinental Congress.  Nearly  all  the  Companies 
of  the  four  Regiments  are  in  actual  service  with 
the  Northern  Army;  the  remainder  are  nearly 
equipped,  and  will  proceed  without  delay.  The 
Powder  sent  to  the  Army  at  Cambridge,  to  Ti- 
conderoga,  and  to  the  Highlands,  hassodraimd 
New- York,  that  they  now  have  not  two  hun- 
dred pounds  left  for  their  o\vn  defence,  - 

4,  Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  with  a  copy 
of  Captain  Hamilton's  information, 

4,  Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  with  a  pro- 

posal of  a  Merchant  to  bring  five  ton.s  ol' (_itin- 
powder  from  Hispaniola,     -          -         -          - 
Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Albany,  directing  the 
repairsoftheBarracksandHospit.il,     - 

5,  Permission  given  to  Ralph  Izard  to  bring  with 

him  from  Great  Britain  his  Coach,  Furnituie, 
Plate,  Books,  and  other  efii-xts,     .          -         - 

Petition  of  Elizabeth  White  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Albany,        ----- 

Letter  from  Benj  unin  Baker,  on   the  subject  of 


1'270 
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making  Saltpetre,      it  may, 

America,  be  made  in  as  largr 

and  Peail-Ashes  now  are,   - 

Major  Robert  Rogers's  Parole, 


rts  of 


uantitics  as  Pot 


ited  at  Ticom 


Congress,   coinmuni- 
request  to  be  sup- 


Letter  from  ( 
roga,  -Septt 

Letter  to  th 
eating  Giei 
plied  with  five  tons  of  Powder,     - 

Letter  to  C4overnour  Triunbull,  informing  him 
of  CJeneral  Schuyler's  request,  and  beg  hiiu 
to  send  what  he  can  spare,  ... 

Letter  to  Creneral  Schuyler.  They  forward  him 
all  the  I'owder  they  have,  and  are  now  desti- 
tute themselves,  .         .         .         .         - 

Permission  given  to  Captain  Robert  W:\llace,  to 
brin?  his  Brigantine  into  the  East  River  to 
refit,^ 

Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  requesting 
their  further  directions  in  regard  to  Captain 
Wallace, 

Letter  to  Robert  R.  Livingston,  requ.'sting  him 
to  forward  all  the  Powder  at  the  Mill  at  Rliinr- 
beck  to  General  Schuyler,   .          .         -         - 

Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Albany,  de.siririg  them, 
if  possible,  to  send  some  Powder  to  (ieneval 
Schuyler,  ...... 

Letter  from  Beverly  Robinson,  dated  Highlands, 
October  2.  The  point  of  land  on  which  the 
Fort  is  erecting  belongs  to  Mrs.  Ogilvie,  and 
not  to  him;  were  it  his,  the  publick  should  be 
welcome  to  it,     - 

Permission  to  Abner  Briggs,  to  take  one  hundred 
and  eighty  barrels  of  Flour  to  Falmouth,  for 
the  use  of  the  people  of  Nantucket, 

Letter  from  Volkert  P.  Douw,  dated  October  4, 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  four  Indians 
sent  by  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  AHairs 
to  the  Caughnawagas,         -          .         .          - 

Permission  to  Benjamin  Lindsay  to  load  a  Sloop 
with  Provisions  for  Providence,    -          .          - 

Letter  from  General  Washington  to  Isaac  Low, 
of  the  New-York  Connniltee,       - 

E.viiniiiatiiai  ol'Captain  William  Thompson,  sent 
III  the  New-^'oi  k   r>eb  gates  at  Congress, 

Information  communicated  by  Captain  John  Law- 
rence, who  sailed  from  Falmouth,  in  England, 
on  the  14th  of  August,         .... 

Committee    to    e.xamine  all    the   Resolutions  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  report  the  best 
means  of  carrying  them  into  elTect, 
Letter  from    the    New- York    Delegates  at  the 
Continental  Congress,  dated  October  9, 

Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. Captain  Wallace  should  be  permitte.l 
to  proceed  with  his  Vessel,  after  she  is  refitti  d, 

E.xtracts  of  Letters  from  London,  enclosed  in  the 
preceding  Letter,         .         .         .         .         - 

Letter  from  John  Farmer,  enclosing  the  Proceed- 
ings of  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Great- 
Neck,  Cow-Neck,  &c.,  in  Queen's  County, 
held  on  the  23d  of  September  and  4th  of  Oc- 
tober,          

Letter  to  John  Farmer,  approving  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  inhabitants  of  C^reat-Neck,  &c.,    - 


1,  Letter  to  the  rommissioners  in  the  Highlands, 
eiiclosinu-  a  Residuiion  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress of  the  7th  instant,  _     -          -         - 

Lettin-  from  (  iovernour  Trumbull,  dated  Octo- 
ber '.ttli.  ill  the  jiresent  state  of  affairs,  no 
PnwdiM- can  be  spared,  .  .  .  - 

IvMler  totlie  C'liiiiiieiital  Congress,  enclosing  the 
Letter  fiiiii!  (  idvernour  Trumbull, 

Letter  from  I!,  lionians,  dated  October  12,  re- 
questing his  sal  try  as  Engineer  maybe  estab- 
lished. "     -          -■ 

Two  li'indivd  ;,„d  liflv  Pr.iind.s  advanced  to  :\[r. 
Hvers.  who  IS  nnwcastnig  i5rass  Field-Pieces 
for  the  C.dniiy, 

Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Albany,  requesting 
them  to  provide  necessaries,  at  the  publick  ex- 
pense, fiir  Jean  Viellatt  and  some  other  French 
gentlemen  fnim  ( 'anada,  mnv  prisoners  at  Al- 


1284 

1284 


Li' 

Lett,','  fl' 
Rep!'  ^■' 


Liter  to  Je;,i,    Vlell;,tt   Hud   his  Companions   at 

Albany, 128  j 

to  llie   Cniitiiieiital   Congress,  requesting 
r  iliierij,. IIS  IIS  111  exporting  Provisions,     -    128'' 
I'niMinittee  of  Albany.    The  Bar- 
r.impleted  as  soon  as  possible,    -    12S7 
'uiiunitlee  appointed  to  examine 
lie   Resolutions  of  the  Continental   Congress 
relative  to  this  Colony,         ....    128^ 
Letter  to  the  Colonels  of  the  Militia  and  Minute- 
Men,  with  directions  for  mustering  their  men, 
in  case  of  an  alarm,    -----    128'. 
Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress.    The  Foili- 
lications  in  the  Highlands  are  in  such  forwanl- 
ne.,s  that  the   Cannon  may  be  mounted  in  six 

Letter  to  the  Commissioners  in  the  Highlands, 
disapproving  of  thi'ir  conduct  towards  Vessels 
navigating  the  River.  ....    120' 

Petitions  from  Jolm  Hunter,  for  assistance  in  car- 
rying on  a  Linen  Manufoctory,  and  from  Rich- 
ard liiLdilfoot,  for  assistance  in  his  business  of 

LeUer  to  llie'Pn  sident  of  the  Cnntinent:il  Con- 
gress.    They  liMve  In, ■warded  the  ton  uf  Pow- 

Letter  [Viiin  the  Coinniissinners  in  the  Highlands, 
encleisiii'j:  some  remarlcs  on  the  Resolutions  of 
the  Cmitinentiil  Congress  of  the  7th  instant,     -    120: 

Motion  by  Mr,  IbirdeiilierL'-h,  that  the  Delegates 
to  till'  next  Provincial  Congress  be  elected  by 

Res.diitious  |iinvidiiig  fir  the  dissolution  of  the 
present  (.'ongress,  on  the  14th  of  November, 
and  fir  the  election  of  a  new  one  on  the  7th,  -    120-' 

Letter  from  John  Hanson,  resigning  his  place  ns 
one  of  the  Commissioners  for  Fortifications  in 
the  Highlands, 120; 

Instructions  to  the  Connnissioners  at  the  High- 
Linds,  respecting  Vessels  passing  the  Fortifi- 

Pernii.-sii'in  given  to  load  a  Vessel  with  Flour,  for 
the  use  of  till'  mhalutniils  of  Newport,    -  -    120' 

LcttiT  from  the  I  teleLrates  at  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, dated  (  Irtolier  K'l,  suggesting  the  pro])ri- 
ety  of  permitting  any  three  of  them  to  repre- 
sent the  Colony  when  the  rest  are  absent,       -    120' 

Letter  to  the  Delegates  in  reply.  Five  was  the 
number  originally  fixed  upon,  and  the  number 
cannot  be  reduced,       -----    120' 

Letter  to  Robert  H.  Livingston,  m  reply  to  his  of 
the  .=)th  instant.  Wd\  jxiy  him  the  same  price 
for  making  Powder  as  is  paid  to  the  Powder 
makers  in  Pennsylvania,     .         .         -         -   120? 

Timothy  Doughty  brought  before  the  Congress, 
examined,  and  discharged,    ...  -    loOi 

Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress.  They  are 
largely  in  advance  for  Moneys  advanced  for 
the  ge'ncral  concern,  and  request  some  may  be 
forwarded  to  them,       ....         -    IS'Ji 

Committee  to  examine  into  the  disputes  and  con- 
troversies about  Elections  in  Ulster  County,   -    l.Jn 

Jonathan  Lawrence  appointed  a  Commissioner 
for  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  in  place 
of  John  Hanson, IS'I 

Contract  of  tlie  Committee  of  Safety,  with  Jaco- 
bus Van   Zandt,  for  the  importation  of  Pow- 


CONTEIVTS. 


,  lAnter  from  the  President  uf  I 
gress,  Hated  October    ITtI 


West-Iiidi^ 


C'dntintntal  Con- 
Ai)  attack  upon 
New- York  is  expected,  and  all  the  Sulphur  in 
the  City  should  he  removed  to  a  place  of  great- 
er safety,  -         -         - 

Cointnittee  to  plan  a  \'ovag«- 

for  Powd.T,        -  -  -  -  -         .- 

Letter  to  CJeneral  Washinylnn,  in  rejily  to  his 
Letter  of  the  13lh,        -  -         "         '          ' 

Resolutions  of  the  Cominiae(  dt  S;ifi  ty,  ol  the 
lOth  of  September,  disapprovi-d,    - 

Mr.    Low's  motion,  that  Timothy    I  Kuitrhly  bi: 

furnished  with  copies  of  certain  Aliidavil>,  n-- 

jected,        ...---- 

2'i,    Permission  given  to  load  a  Sloop   wiili    Pinvi- 

siun.s,  for  the  use  of  the  Contim  iital  Army,     - 

Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  (Jctoln'r  11, 

Committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  safe- 
ty of  the  Women  and  Children,  in  case  of  an 
attack  on  the  City,      -         -         -         -         - 

Anonymous  Letter,' informing  of  a  conspiracy  to 
join  the  King's  Troops,        -         -         -         - 

Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Havcrstraw,  enclosing 
the  preceding  Letter,  .... 

26,  Mordecai  Lester,  of  Dutchess  County,  examined, 

heard,  reprimanded  by  the  Presidt  nt,  and  dis- 
charged,   ------- 

27,  Letter   from   Nicholas   Low,   whu    has   nceived 

from  Isaac  Oouvernenr.i'f  Ciirrae('a,tW(i  nim- 
pound  Cannon,  which  lie  li:is  prr.~t-iited  to  the 
Provincial  Congress,  .          .  -          - 

2^,     Letlor  to  the  absent  Members,  c  ntrratiiig  tin  ir  at- 
tendance,  ------- 

jYer.  2,  Committees  of  New- York  and  of  Sufiblk  Coun- 
ty requested  to  make  as  accurate  an  estimate 
as  they  can  of  the  damages  they  have  sustain- 
ed from  the  Ministerial  Army  and  Navy,^      - 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  disputed  Elec- 
tions in  the  Districts  of  New-Paltz  and  Hur- 
ley, in  Dutchess  County,      .         -         -         - 

Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Conlinental  Con- 
gress, dated  October  20,  requesting  a  l^  nume 
copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governour  Tiyoii,  and 
the  proceedings  thereon,       .         -          .          - 

Li'tter  from  the  Continental  Congress,  dated  Oc- 
tober 26,  enclosing  the  examinations  of  Capt. 
Duncan  Campbell  and  Lieutenant  Symes, 

Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  in  reply  to 
the  two  preceding  Letters.  They  are  not  in  a 
situation,  without  exposing  the  lives  of  the  in- 
habitants to  inevitable  destruction,  to  execute 
the  orders  of  Congress,  which  would  bring  on 
a  cannonading  from  the  Ships;  for,  in  their 
zeal  for  the  publick  service,  they  have  parted 
with  all  the  Powdrr  they  had  procured  for  the 
defence  nftlir  Coin,, y,  .  .          -          . 

Letter  from  llir  I  >i  1^ uaiont  thr  (  \ii]iini  ninl  Coii- 

nciiinmiiidi  li  ihi- exportation  of  Piuvim.iiis  io 
the  W.  ,1-liidM  s,  for  procuring  Anns,  .\;i.iiiii- 
miMiii,  Sulphur,  and  Saltpetre,       .          -          - 

Lettej-  from  the  Continental  Congress,  dated  Oc- 
tober 28,  enclosing  a  Resolution  of  that  date, 
authorizing  the  raising  of  a  Company  of  Ma- 
trosses  for  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands, 

Letter  from  Mr.  Bedlow,  one  of  the  Commission- 
ers at  the  Highlands,  referred  to  the  next  Pro- 
vincial Contrri'ss,         -         - ,        - 

Li-ttrr  from  i;.hM;il  Washington,  enclosing  an 
account  (. I  ihr  binniiiij  (if  Falmouth,     - 

Mr.  Hazard  iiifurmed  that  tlie  Congress  does  not 
think  proper  to  interfere,  at  present,  with  the 
charges  for  Ferriage  of  Post-Riders,     - 

Mr.  Baker,  of  Albaiiv.  infnined  that  the  Con- 
gress does  not,  at  pn  SI  ni,  in.- 1  me  to  comply  with 
his  proposals  for  iiiakiiii;  S:ili|iriir, 
o,  Committee  to  load  a  \'r.<s'  I  weh  I'iMir,  and  si  nd 
to  such  port  as  they  may  think  bi  st,  <iii  account 
and  risk  of  the  Congress,  to  prociiic  Aims  and 
Ammunition,      ------ 
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,  Letter  from  the  Sub-Cominitt.  ,•  of  th( 
tee  of  Westchester  Conn'  , 
of  a  supposed  plot  to  c;ii  i  ,       i       ,' 
who  had  showed  theni-!v-   ;.  :  i 
liberties  of  the  Country, 

Affidavit  of  Philip  Pinckney,  enclosed 
ceding  Letter,     .         -         -         . 

Letter  to  the   Continental    Congress. 

Money  may  be  sent  them;  the  publick  interest 
will  suffer  greatly  unless  they  have  an  imme- 
diate supply,       ....-- 

Colonel  McDougall  directed  to  have  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  barrels  of  (iunpowder  made  into 
Cartridges,  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  common 
defence,       .-..--- 

Petition  from  Abraham  H.  Yan  Yleck  that  he 
may  be  permitted  to  make  his  peace  with  his 
countrymen,  and  have  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
ving himself  a  sincere  friend  to  his  Country,  - 

Mr.  Van  Vleck's  Petition  granted,  - 

Examination  of  Colonel  Gilbert  Budd,  of  Ma- 
maroneck,  Westchester  County.  The  Tories 
are  getting  the  upper  hand;  they  are  equipped, 
and  constantly  in  arms,  walking  about  at  night, 
six,  eight,  and  ten  at  a  time. 

Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Westchester,  recom- 
mending the  binding  over  to  the  peace  persons 
strongly  suspectid,       ----- 

Motion  of  Melancton  Smith,  to  strike  out  that 
part  of  the  letter  which  refers  them  to  the  civil 
Magistrate,  rejected,    ----- 

Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Dutchess  County,  re- 
questing the  arrest  of  Mr.  Grant,  and  all  the 
suspicious  persons  about  Capt,  Duncan  Camp- 
bell's house,        .---.. 

Pilots  of  the  Port  directed  not  to  go  on  board  any 
Vessels  that  have  Troops,  but  when  they  dis- 
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l.euer  from  the  Members  present  to  the  Commit- 
tees of  Dutchess,  Orange,  and  Ulster  Counties, 
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arrested  Mr.  Grant,  but  have  no  evidence 
against  him, 17G1 

Letter   from    Thomas    Cutwater,    Chairman    of 

Ohiiil;.'  Pi. H-inct,  in  Orange  County,     -  -    1762 

,  L.tni  lo  ill.  Coinmittee  of  Richmond  Cosnty. 
I  I.  |i.iiM  s  li.. Ml  several  Counties  have  met  every 
d;iy  lor  ;i  lortnight  past,  without  being  able  to 
doany  business  for  want  of  a  representation 
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Congress,  requesting  the  Assemblies  of  Con- 
necticut and  Pennsylvania  to  prevent  hostili- 
ties at  Wyoming, 1790 

7,  Address  in  behalf  of  the  Societies  of  Menonists 

and  German  Baptists.  They  are  not  at  liberty, 
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1 1,  John  Saunders,  a  Pilot,  committed  to  the  common 

Jail  of  the  County,  for  piloting  a  Ship  through 

the  Chevaux-de-Frise,  without  permission      -   1840 

13,     Parole  i^iven  by  Oliver  de  Lancy,  a  L^iuuti  nam 

m  Ills  Majesty's  Navy,        .         -         -          .   1840 

16,  Couunitlee  to  purchase  Logs  sufficient  for  build- 
ing three  tier  of  Chevaux-de-Fnse,        -         -   1841 

21,    Agree  to  sell  the  Ship  Sallv  to  the  Continental 

Congress,  -         -       "  -          -          -          -    1842 

24,     LieuluiiaiU  Symes  admitti'd  to  parole,         -  -    1844 


NKW-JERSEY   ASSKMP.L 

er,  15,  .\sscmbly  meets  at  Burlingtmi, 
List  of  the  liepresentatives,     - 

16,  Speech  of  the  (iovernour  tc  \.\\>-  (' 

House,       -  -  -          - 

17,  Letter  from  Hirh.inl  1'.  nn  and    \i 
Mr.  Kinsey  and  .Mr.  De  llari,  iw 

gates  to  the  Continental   C-^w^ 
leave  to  resign.  .         .         - 

20,  Peiiliun  from   the  Township  of  < 

liiii  liimlcii  < 'niiiity,  for  an  .Vet 
ill'   SI  i\i ..  iiiiw  in  the  Colony, 
(_iovi.i  iniiii  ,^  ,-;|i, ,  eh  read  a  second 
IniU'd  lu  I.  Ci.inniiUce  uf  tlir  W 

21.  Cmiiiim-   to   pi,  pan-  an  .\ddres; 

tiie  (  ;uM  Ilium  s  .SiMLcli,        - 


1840 
1840 


18r,o 
Isr.l 


1852 

1852 


A'ec.2l, Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 

support  of  Government,       ....   1853 

22,  James  Kinsey  and  John   De   Hart  permitted  to 

resign, 1853 

The  three  remaining  Delegates,  or  any  two  of 

them,  authorized  to  represent  the  C'olony,  -  1853 
Message  from  the  Ciovernour,  .         -  -   1^53 

23,  Petition  from  thirty-two  Freeholders  of  Burling- 

ton County,  praying  the  passage  of  such  Re- 
solutions as  may  discourage  an  Independency 
on  Great  Britain, 1854 

Committee  to  prejiare  an  answer  to  the  Govern- 

our's  .Message, 1854 

Motion  to  make  provision  lor  rejiairing  the  Bar- 
racks, rejected,  ......   1854 

Bill  of  the  lust  session,  for  the  inore  easy  manu- 
mission of  Slaves,  considered,  and  a  motion  to 
commit  it  rejicted, 1854 

The  Bill  then  referred  to  the  next  session  of  As- 
sembly,     .......   1855 

24,  Dennis  De  Berdt  appointed  .\gent  of  the  Colony 

at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  room  of 

Benjamin  Franklin, 1855 

Petition  from  thirty-four  Freeholders  of  Burling- 
ton, against  Independence,    -         -         -          .   1855 

25,  Address,  in  answer  to  the  Governour's  Speech, 

agreed  to, 1856 

27,  Petition  from  forty-eight  Freeholders,  in  Bur- 

lington County,  against  Independence,  -          -   185G 

28,  Committee  to  prepare  a  Petition  to  His  Majesty,  1857 
Resolutions  of  the  House  against  Independence,  1857 

29,  Salaries  to  various  Officers  of  the  Governineni 

allowed, 1858 

30,  Any  one  of  the  three   Delegates  in  Continental 

Congress  authorized  to  represent  the  Colony,   1860 
Address  of  the  House  to  the  CJovernour,  -          -   18G1 
Answer  of  the  Ciovernour,       ....   18G2 
Alotion  to  recjucst  the  Governour  to  dissolve  the 
Assembly  at  the  end  of  the  present  session,  re- 
jected,         1862 

Dec.  1,  Petition  to  the  King,  reported  and  read,     -         -   1863 

4,  Petition  to  the  King  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 

miUed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,   -   1864 

5,  House  in  Committee  on  the  Petition  to  the  Kin.g,   1864 
Report  of  the  Committee,  that  a  Petition  is  now 

before   His  Majesty,  to  which  no  answer  has 
been  given,  and  that  the  present  Pethion  ought 
to  be  referred,    ...... 

G,     INIessage  to  the  Governour,  in  answer   to    his 
Messagi'  to  the  Hous;',  .... 

General  Assembly  pruroL'ind,  tn  meet  at   Perth 


Amb( 


W.'dinsda 


ary  next,  ...... 

A\ic.  25,  Address  of  the  Council  to  the  (4overnour,  in  an- 
swer to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses, 
Answer  of  the  Governour,       .          .         .         - 
Dic.  4,  Message  to  the  Governour  from  the  Council,     - 
G,  MessagL'  from  the  CTOvernour  to  tin   C'ciuiicil,     - 
Jan.  5,  Letter  from  the  Governour  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth,        

Petition  of  divers  Freeholders  of  New-Jersey  to 
the  Assembly,    ------ 

Notes  of  Mr.  Dickinson's  Spe.ch  befbre  the  As- 
sembly, on  the  5th  of  December, 
Reasons  why  the  Americans  should  not  furnish 

the  King's  Ships  with  Provisions, 
Extract  from  the  JVlinutes  of  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil of  New-Jersey, 

Mr.  De  Halt's  Letter  of  Resignation,       - 


C0NTINENT.\L  CONGRESS. 

.S'c/y/.  5,  Congress  met  agreeable  to  adjournuK  nl,   - 

13,  Credentials  of  tlie   Delegates  from   (  irorgia,  in 

Provincial  Congress,  July  15,  ITT.'i,     - 
Credentials  of  tlie"  Delegates  from  \  irgiuia,  in 

Convrnlion,  August  11,  1775,       - 
Credentials  of  the  IJrlrgat.  s  from  Maryland,  in 

Convention,  at  .■innapolis,  July  26,  1775, 
Delegatis  for  Pennsylvania  directed  to  forward, 
nnder  a  proper  guard,  to  the  Army  in  Massa- 
cluisctis,  live  hundred  and  twenty-seven  thou- 
sand four  liiniilicd  and  eighty  Dollars,  - 

14,  Edwaid    Firming  appointed    Deputy   Adjutaiit- 

Cniicral   lur  tin-   Army  in  the   Northrrn  De- 
partment, ...... 
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21 


22, 


1880 
1880 


1882 


188J 


4,  Samuel  Stringer  appointed  Director  of  the  Hos- 
pital and  Chief  Physician  and  Surgeon  for 
the  Army  in  the  Northern  Department, 

Committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  supply- 
ing the  Army  with  Medicines,  .  -  - 
16,  Credentials  of  the  Delegates  from  New-Hamp- 
shire; dated  in  Congress,  at  Exeter,  August 

23,  1775, - 

19,  Committee  to  contract  for  the  unportation  of  Gun- 
powder, &c.,       ------ 

General  Washington  instructrd  to  discharge  Col. 
John  Fenton  from  his  parole,        .         -          - 

Provincial  Congress  of  New- York  requested  to 
send  forward  to  General  Schuyler  the  whole 
of  the  Troops  directed  to  be  raised, 

C4eneral  Wooster  and  the  unemployed  Connecti- 
cut Troops  directed  to  join  General  Schuyler,   1883 

Mr.  Gridley  commissioned  as  a  Colonel  of  Ar- 
tillery,        1883 

State  of  the  Trade  of  America  to  be  considered 

to-morrow,         ...---   1883 

Committee  on  the  best  means  of  supplying  the 

Army  with  Provisions,         ...         -   1883 

State  of  the  Trade  of  North- America  to  be  con- 
sidered to-morrow,      -----   183 1 

Committee  of  Safety  for  Pennsylvania  authorized 
to  discharge  Major  Rogers  on  his  parole, 

Committee  to  consider  the  state  of  the  Trade  of 
America,  ------- 

Committee  to  purchase  Woollen  Goods  for  the 
use  of  the  Army,  to  the  amount  of  five  thou- 
sand Pounds  sterling,  -  -  -  - 

Committee  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  C4eneral  Wash- 
ington,     ------- 

Committee  to  examine  and  report  upon  all  Ac- 
counts against  the  United  Colonies, 

One  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  Dollars  to  be 
paid  to  Connecticut  for  Supplies  issued  by 
that  Colony  for  the  service  of  the  United  Co- 


1884 
1884 

1834 
183.5 
1885 


1885 

Committee  to  repair  to  the  Camp  at  Cambridge 
to  confer  with  General  Washington,  and  with 
the  Ciovernours  of  the  Eastern  Colonies,  touch- 
ing the  most  effectual  method  of  continuing, 
supporting,  and  regulating  a  Continental  Army,   1886 

Coinmittee  to  draw  up  Instructions  to  the  above 
Committee, 1887 

The  Resolution   lowering  the  rates  of  Postage 

suspended,  -          -         -         -          -         -   1887 

Committee  on  the  Trade  of  America  reported,  -   1887 
,  The  Report  to  be  considered  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole  to-morrow, 1887 

Instructions  to  the  Committee  to  wait  on  the  CJen- 
eral  reported  and  agreed  to,  -         .  .   1887 

Three  hundred  thousand  Dollars  to  be  sent  to  the 

Army  in  Massachusetts-Bay,        -         -          -   1888 

General  Washington  authorized,  for  the  encour- 
agement of  an  attack  on  Boston,  to  promise,  in 
case  of  success,  a  month's  pay  to  the  Army,    -   1888 

Instructions  to  the  Delegates  of  Rhode-Island, 
given  them  by  the  Assembly,  August  26,  1775, 
to  move  for  the  building  and  equipment  of  an 
American  Flii  t, 1888 

Rliddi- Island   Instructions  to  be  considered  on 

Friday  next,       -         -  •         -          -          -   1880 

An  additional    Instruction  to  the  Committee  to 

confer  with  the  Gieneral,      -         -         -         -   1889 

State  of  the  Trade  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colo- 
nies, considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  -   1889 

Committee  to  prepare  a  plan  for  intercepting  two 
Vessels  on  their  way  to  Canada,  laden  with 
Arms  and  Powder, 1890 

Report  of  the  Committee,         -          -         -          .   IS'JU 

Treasurers  directed  to  collect,  for  Contintntal 
Bills,  Silver  and  Ciold,  to  the  amount  of  twen- 
ty thousand  Pounds,  Pennsylvania  Currency, 
for  the  Army  in  Canada,     -          -         -          -   1891 

Provincial  Assemblies  or  Conventions, and  Coun- 
cils or  Committees  of  Safety,  requested  to  ar- 
rest and  secure  persons  whose  going  at  large 
may  endanger  the  safety  of  the  Colony  or  the 
liberties  of  America,    -----   180] 

Committee  appointed  to  import  Powder  autho- 
rized to  export  Provisions  for  the  purchase  of 
Arms  and  Ammunition,       -         -         -         .  1891 

Committee  to  consider  a  Letter  from  New-York 
respecting  the  Fortifications  on  Hudson  River,  1891 


State  of  the  Trade  of  America  to  be  considered 
to-morrow,         ------ 

Consideration  of  the  Resolve  submittid  by  the 
Rhode-Island  Delegates  postponed  till  to-mor- 


1891 
1891 


12, 


16, 


17, 


Consifleration  further  postponed  till  Monday,  the 

16lh  in.slant, 

Report  on  the   Fortifications  of  Hudson   River 

]ircsenlid,  considircil,  and  agreed  to,      -         -   1892 

Rcsolutiiin  iif  tlie  A.isrmhly  of  Pennsylvania,  re- 
spi'ctiui;  tlir  disturbances  at  Wyoming,  referred 
to  the  Delegates  from  Pennsylvania  and  Con- 
necticut,     1892 

State  of  the  Trade  of  America  to  be  considered 

on  Monil.'iy, 1892 

CommiUiT  iin  a  Lrttir  from  (ieneral  Schuyler, 
datid  Scpti'uiber  19,  and  the  several  matters 
therein  contained, 1893 

New-Jersey  requested  to  raise  two  Battalions,  at 

the  expense  of  the  Continent,         -          -          -   1893 

Trade  of  the  Colonies  to  be  considered  to-mor- 
row,   1893 

Letter  from  New- York,  with  a  proposal  for  pro- 
curing Powder,  referred  to  the  Secret  Powder 
Committee, 1893 

Express  despatched  to  General  Schuyler,  with 
six  thoiisand  three  hundred  and  sixty-four 
Pounds,  in  Silver  and  Gold,  -         -          -1894 

Motion  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Officers 
in  the  Continental  Army,  largely  debated,  and 
deferred  till  to-morrow,        -         -         -         .  1894 

Trade  of  the  United  Colonies  to  he  considered 

to-morrow,         ------   1894 

The  Delegates  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania 
required  to  report  to-morrow  on  the  disputes 
between  the  two  Colonies,  -         -         -  1894 

Consideration  of  the  motion  made  yesterday,  for 

appointing  Officers,  resumed  and  postponed,  -   1894 

Committee  on  billeting  the  Soldiers  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army, 1894 

Report  on   Billeting  the  Soldiers  presented  and 

agreed  to,-  -' 1894 

Credentials  of  the  North-Carolina  Delegates; 
dated  in  Congress,  at  Hillsborough,  Septem- 
ber 8,  1775, 1895 

Pennsylvania  requested  to  raise  one  Battalion,  at 

the  expense  of  the  Continent,         -          -         .   1895 

Trade  of  the  Confederated  Colonies  considered  in 

Committee  of  the  Whole,     -         -         .         -   1895 

Trade  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies  to  be  con- 
sidered again  to-morrow,     -         -          -         -   1895 

Considered  again  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,     -    1895 

Letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  October 

5,  received  and  read,  -         -         -         .   1896 

A  swift  sailing  Vessel,  often  guns,  ordered  to  be 
fitted  out  to  cruise  to  the  eastward,  to  intercept 
Vessels  with  warlike  stores  for  the  enemy,     -  1896 

Another  Vessel  to  be  fitted  out  for  the  same  pur- 
pose,   I89ij 

Coimnittee  to  prepare  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
of  both  Vessels, 1896 

Cominittee  on  the  Memorials  of  sundry  Mer- 
chants of  New- York,  respecting  a  quantity  of 
Tea  imported  before  the  1st  of  March  last,      -   189G 

Director-General  and  Chief  Physician  of  the 
Hospital  to  be  elected  on  Monday  next,  in 
place  of  Dr.  Church, 1896 

Connecticut  Delegates  request  the  disputes  be- 
tween that  Colony  and  Pennsylvania  may  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  appointed  out  of  the 
other  Colonies,  ------  1896 

( Committee  on  two  Letters  from  the  Convention  of 
New-Jersey, 1896 

Committee  to  consider  further  ways  and  means 
of  promoting  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre,      -   1897 

Cmrmiittee  to  confer  with  Mr.  J.  Macpherson,    -   1897 

Committee  to  inquire  what  quantity  of  Powder 
has  been  sent  to  the  Northern  Army,  and  by 
whom  sent,         ------   1897 

Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  disputes 
between  the  people  of  Connecticut  and  Penn- 
sylvania,   -------   1897 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  Armed  Vessel.^, 
presented  and  recommitted,  -         -          -          -    1897 

Dr.  John  Morgan,  of  Philadelphia,  elected  Di- 
rector-General of  the  Hospital,      -         -         -   1897 
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1899 


Ot.  17,  Convention  of  New-York  desired  to  remove  the 
Sulphur  in  thai  City  to  a  place  of  Safety, 

1 8,  H(  port  oil  the  ^Memorials  of  the  New- York  Mer- 

chants presented,  considered,  and  postponed,  - 
Delegates  of  New-Hampshire  apply  for  the  ad- 
vice and  direction  of  Congress,  witli  respect  to 
a  method  for  administering  justice  and  regula- 
tuig  the  civil  police  of  that  Colony, 
Committee  to  collect  aii  account  of  the  hostilities 
committed  by  the  Ministerial  Troops  and  Navy 
in  America,  since  last  March,       -         -          - 

19,  Captain  JVlacpherson  requested  to   repair  to  the 

Camp  and  submit  nis  scheme  to  General  Wash- 
ington, ---.-.- 
Provincial  Convention  of  New- York  requested 
to  send  to  the  Congress  a  copy  of  any  order  or 
proceeding  of  theirs,  in  consequence  of  Govern 
our  Tryon's  Letter  of  the  l(3th  instant,  - 

20,  State  of  the  Trade  of  the  Confederated  Colonie 

again  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 

21,  Trade  of  the  Colonies  again  considered,    - 
23,    Information  given  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Pey- 
ton Randolph,  and  the  Congress  agree  to  attend 

his  funeral,  as  mourners,  -  -  -  -  1 899 
Delegates  from  the  Delaware  tiovermnent  re- 
appointed, on  the  21st  instant,  -  .  -  1899 
2",  Copiis  of  the  papers  found  on  Captain  Duncan 
Campbell,  and  of  his  examination,  directed  to 
bo  sent  to  New- York,  with  a  recommendation 
to  seize  a  Mr.  Grant,  in  Dutchess  County,     -   1900 

26,  Committee  on  a  f^i'ttiT  from  the  New- York  Con- 

vention, dated  October  20,   -          -         -         -    190(1 

Delegates  of  Virginia  directed  to  send  an  express 
to  that  Colony  lor  a  sample  of  a  mineral  fitel y 
discovered  there  and  said  to  contain  a  large 
quantity  of  Saltpetre, 1900 

Committee  on  the  application  of  New-Hamp- 
sliire  for  the  advice  of  Congress,  -         -          -    1900 

State  of  the  Trade  of  the  Confederated  Colonies 

again  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,    1900 

The  several  Provincial  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
or  Councils  of  Safety,  of  the  United  Colonies, 
recommended  to  expoit  to  the  Foreign  West- 
Indies  as  mucli  Provisions  as  they  may  doiui 
necessary  for  the  importation  of  Arms,  Ammu- 
nition, Sulphur,  and  Saltpetre,       ...    1901 

27,  Trade  of  the  United  Colonies  further  considered 

in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  -          -          -    1901 

28,  Cajitain   Campbell,    Lieutenant  Symes,  and  the 

persons  with  them,  to  be  condiieil  in  such  Jails 
as  the  Committee  of  Safety  for   Pennsylvania 

think  proper, lOUi 

A  Company  of  iMatrosses  to  be  immediately  raised 
in  New- York,  to  occupy  Fortilicutions  now 
erecting  in  the  Highlands,   .  -  -  -    1901 

30.  Report  of  the  Committee  to  prepare  an  estimate, 

and  to  lit  out  Vessels,  presente-d  and  agreed  to,  1902 
Two  more  and  larger  Vessels  to  be  fitted  out,  -  1902 
Four  inendje'rs  added  to  the  Committee,     -  -    19(12 

31,  Tradi;  of  the  Ccdonies  further  considered,  -  -    19112 
Fi.ld-Ullicersofthe  Jeisey  Battalion  to  be  chusiu 

on  Fiiday  next, 1903 

JS'dv.  1,  Letter  from  General  Washington,  containing  an 

account  of  the  burning  of  Falmuuth,      -  -   1903 

Resolutions  reported  yesterday  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  Trade  of  the  Colonies, 
considered  and  agreed  to,  -  -  -  -  1903 
2,  Committee  for  fitting  out  the  four  Armed  Vessels 
authorized  to  agree  with  such  LMIicers  and 
Seamen  as  are  proper  to  man  and  comuianil 
said  Vessels, 1904 

Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  applica- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  Passamaquoddy,  in 
Nova-Scotia,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Associa- 
tion of  the  North-Americans,  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  rights  and  liberties,  -         -    191)1 

Committee  to  repair  to  the  Northward,  to  confer 

with  General  Schuyler,        -          .          .          .    190,1 

Coirunittee  to  draw  up  Iiislriirtiuu.-:-  for  lln-  fure- 
going  Committee,         -         -          -          -          .    190 1 

The  state  of  South-Camliiia  In  hi'  cjiiMilered  Ki- 


morrov 

vised  t( 
the  Pe( 
menl  a 
the  Pe. 


,(  Ne 
such 


;,  Committee  to  consider  and  report  what  is  neces- 
sary to  be  done  relative  to  South-Carolina,     -    1903 

The  Assemblies  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecti- 
cut requested  to  take  the  most  j^peedy  and  efl'ect- 
ual  steps  to  prevent  hostilities  between  the  in- 
habitants at  and  near  Wyoming,  -         -   1906 

New  Army  before  Boston  to  consist  of  twenty 
thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-two  Men, 
Officers  included, IPOG 

Sundry  Resolutions  respecting  the  new  Army,      I9U6 

Three  Battalions  to  be  kept  up  in  South-Carolina, 
and  one  in  Georgia,  at  the  Continental  expense, 
for  the  defence  of  these  Colonies,  -         -   1907 

Convention  of  South-Carolina  advised,  if  they 
think  it  necessary,  to  call  a  full  and  free  repre- 
sentation of  the  People,  u  ith  authority  to  es- 
tablish such  a  form  of  Government  as  will  best 
produce  the  happiness  of  the  People,     -          -   1908 

Credentials  of  the  Delegates  from  Pennsylvania, 
dated  in  Assembly,  November  3,  177.5,  -    1908 

Coininittee  to  consider  sundry  Letters  lati  ly  re- 
ceived from  New- York,  and  the  state  of  that 
Colony,     .--....    1908 

Additional  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Conti- 
nental Army,      1910 

Dr.  Church  to  be  close  confined  in  some  secure 
Jail  in  Connecticut,  without  the  use  of  pen,  ink, 
and  paper, 1911 

Field-Officers  chosen  for  the  two  Battalions  in 
New-Jersey,       -         -         -         -         -         -   1911 

Secret  Committee  authorized  to  export  Provi- 
sions for  procuring  Arms,  Ammunition,  Sul- 
phur, and  Saltpetre,     19l2 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Co- 

lony  of  New- York,  considered  and  agreed  to,     1912 

Instructions  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  go  to 
the  Northward  to  confer  with  General  Schuy- 
ler,   1913 

Letters  to  and  from  the  Delegates  of  the  United 
Colonies,  during  the  sessions  of  Congress,  to 
pass  free  of  postage  ;  the  members  having  en- 
gaged, upon  their  honour,  not  to  frank  or  en- 
close  any  letters  but  their  own,     ...   1914 

Resolution  binding  every  member  of  the  Con- 
gress not  to  divulge  any  of  its  proceedings,  with 
the  signatures  of  the  Members,  (fac  simili',)  -   1915 

Captain  John  Hanson  to  take  command  of  the 
Fortress  in  the  Highlands,  until  the  Congress 
shall  appoint  a  Commander,         ...   1915 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  application  of 
JNova-Scotia,  considered  and  deferred  till  to- 
morrow,   ...-..-   1915 

Committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Colony 
of  Virginia, 1915 

Commander  of  the  New-Jersey  Battalion  direct- 
ed to  march  six  Companies  to  the  Fort  on 
Hudson's  River, 1915 

Report  of  the  Committee  for  promoting  the  ma- 
nulaeture  of  Saltpetre,  considered  and  agreed 
to, -         .  1916 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  application  of 

Nova-.Scniiii.  considered  and  agreed  to,  .   1917 

Two  Hattih  iii~  ,.l  .'Marines  to  bo  enlisted  and 
commif^.-hiii.  il  lo  Ml  ve  for  and  during  the  pre- 
sent war  \vith  Gi.  at  Biitain,         -         -          -   1917 

Committee  to  consider  the  Treaty  inld  with  the 
Indians  at  Albany,  by  the  Indian  Cumiiiissinn- 
ers  of  the  Northern  Department,  -          -    1918 

Further  Instrtjctions  to  the  Committee  appointed 

to  proceed  to  Ticonderoga  and  Canada,  -   1918 

Rev.  Samuel  Kirkland  continued  in  his  Mission 
among  the  Indians,     -         -         -         -         -1918 

Committee  to  prepare  a  Declaration,  in  answer 
to  several  illegal  Ministerial  Proclamations 
that  have  lately  appeared  in  America,  -         -    1919 

Information  received  of  the  surrender  of  Fort  St. 

John's, 1919 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Petitions  from 
Jasper  Grilling,  and  from  Murray,  Sansom,  & 
Co.,  L-onvidered  and  agreed  to,        -  -  -1919 

Mr.  li.  iNIorris  to  provide  two  small  swift  sailing 
Vessels  for  Packets,  to  be  under  the  direction 
of  the  Congress, 1920 

Committee  to  devist^  ways  and  means  to  employ 

these  Vessels  to  the  best  advantage,        -  -   1920 

Committee  on  sundry  Papers  received  from  the 
Great  and  General  Court  of  Massachusetts    -  1920 
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A'yf.  16,  Th(^  Delegates  ordered  to  write  to  llieircolleap;iiPS 
who  are  absent,  and  inform  them  tluit  the  Con- 
gress expect  their  immediate  attendance,         -   1920 

No   Member  to  absent  himself  from  Congress 

without  leave, 1920 

17,  Committee  on  the  disposal  of  such  Vessels  and 
Cargoes,  belonging;  to  the  enemy,  as  shall  be 
taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies,    1921 

Prisoners  taken  at  Chambiy  and  St.  Jolm's 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Towns  of  Reading, 
-Lancaster,  and  York,  in  Pennsylvania,  -    1921 

Henry  Knox  appointed  Colonel  of  Artillery  in 
place  of  Colonel  Gridley,     -         -         -         -1921 

Colonel  Gridley  to  be  indemnified  for  any  loss 
of  half  pay  he  may  sustain,  in  consequence  of 
his  having  been  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Colonies,  -         -         -         -         -         -         -   1921 

Commissioned  Officers  taken  at  Chambiy  and  St. 

John's  paroled,  -  -  -  -  -  -    1921 

Officers  taken  at  Chambiy  permitted  to  reside  at 
Trenton,  in  New-Jersey,      -         -          -         -    1921 

Officers  taken  at  St.  John's  to  be  sent  to  Windham 
and  Lebanon,  in  Connecticut,        ...    1921 

20,  Secret  Committee  authorized  to  contract  for  the 

importation  of  one  hundred  tons  of  Lead,        -    1922 

21,  Trade  of  the  United  Colonies  further  considered 

in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  -         -          -    1922 

22,  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 

several  Petitions  from  the  Island  of  Bermuda, 

considered  and  agreed  to,  -  -  -  -  1922 
Supplies  of  Provisions  to  be  furnished  annually 

to  the  inhabitants  of  Bermuda,  -  -  -  1922 
The  supplies  to  be  paid  for  in  Salt,  -         -    1923 

Proportions   of  the   supplies  from   the   several 

Colonies, 1923 

23,  Rules  for  the  government  of  the  American  Na- 

vy, submitted  by  the  Committee  for  fitting  out 

four  Armed  Vessels,   -----    1924 

Report  on  the  Treaty  at  Albany  with  the  Indians, 

considered  and  agreed  to,     -          -         -          -    1924 

Committee  to  consider  of  a  plan  for  carrying  on 
a  Trade  with  the  Indians,    -         -         -         -   1924 

Committee  to  inquire  into  certain  frauds  said  to 
have  been  attempted  in  executing  contracts  (ot 
the  Continent, 1924 

Lieutenant  Hamar,  one  of  the  prisoners  at  Tren- 
ton, permitted  to  reside  with  Mr.  Duer,  near 
Saratoga, 1925 

Lieutenant  Symes  permitted  to  reside  at  Trenton, 

on  parole,  ..---.   1925 

Committee  to  consider  the  refusal  of  sundry  per- 
sons to  receive  in  payment  or  give  currency  to 
the  Bills  issued  by  the  Congress,  and  by  the 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  -  -          -    1925 

24,  Extracts  from  sundry  intercepted  Letters  ordered 

to  be  published,  .....    1925 

Committee  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  the  Colony 
Agents, 1925 

Timothy  Edwards  elected  Indian   Commissioner 

in  the  room  of  Major  Hawley,      -         -          .    1925 

Committee  to  consider  the  state  of  North-Caro- 
lina,   1925 

Committee  on  Petition  from  Downham  Newton,    19-^5 

25,  Field-Officers  elected  ibr  the  Battahon  raising  in 

Penirsylvania,    -          -          -          -         -          -    192G 

Report  of  the   Committee  on  disposing  of  such 

Vessels  and  Cargoes,  belonging  to  the  enemy, 

as   may  be   taken   by  the  inhabitants  of  the 

United  Colonies,  considered  and  agreed  to,      -    192G 

Capture  of  Vessels  engaged   in  the  war  against 

the  United  Colonies,  declared  lawful,  -  -  1927 
Courts  for  deciding  on  Captures,  to  be  erected  in 

the  several  Colonies,  -         ...         -    1927 

27,  Lord  Stirling  directed  to  collect  the   Troops  in 

New-Jersey,  and   place  them  in  Barracks  as 
contiguous  to  New-York  as  may  be,     -          -   1928 
Report  on  the  disputes  between  Connecticut  and 

Pennsylvania,  considered  and  recommitted,     -   1929 

28,  Rules   for    the    regulation   of  the    Navy   of  the 

United  Colonies, 1929 

Report  of  the    Committee   on    North-Caiolina, 

eonsid./ied  and  agreed  to,     -          -  -         -   1934 

29,  Letter  from  Llerural  Schuyler,  with   an   account 

of  the  surrender  of  Montreal,         -  -  -    1935 

Report  un  tlie  Pelition  of  Uowiiham  Newton,  of 
the  Island  of  New-Proviiience,  considered  and 
agreed  to,  --.-..   l>>3.'') 
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29,  Committee  to  take  measures  for  securing  and 
bringing  away  a  large  quantity  of  Powder, 
now  in  the  Island  of  New-Providence,  -   1935 

Bills  of  Credit,  to  the  amount  of  Three  Millions 

of  Dollars,  ordered  to  be  emitted  by  Congress,    1936 


Letter  to  the  Colony  Agents  in  England, 
Committee  appointed  for  the  sole  purpose  of  cor- 
responding with  our  friends  in  Great  Britam, 
and  other  parts  of  the  world,         -          -         - 
Committee  to  engage  Seamen  for  the  Fleet, 
Committee  to  prepare  a  Letter  of  Thanks  to  the 
three  Cieneral   Officers  in  the  Northern  De- 
partment, for  their  services,  -         -          . 
Two  Battalions  of  Marines  to  be  raised,  inde- 
pendent of  the  Army  already  ordered  for  the 
service  in  Massachusetts-Bay, 
No  Bounty  to  be  allowed  the  Army  on  re-enlist- 


1936 


19:-;  6 
1937 


1937 


1907 


,  Soldiers  that  will  re-enlist  for  the  succcedmg 
year,  to  be  paid  for  the  months  of  October, 
November,  and  December,  and  to  have  an  ad- 
vance of  one  month's  pay,    .         -          -  - 

C^overnnients  in  New-England  desired  to  pro- 
mote the  recruiting  service,  -          -          -   1937 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Frederick  Coun- 
ty, Maryland,  containing  an  account  of  the 
seizure  of  Major  Connolly,  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Delegates  of  Virginia,         ...   1937 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Northampton,  in 
Virginia,  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  state  of  Virginia,      -   1937 

Committee  for  fitting  out  Armed  Vessels  directed 
to  engage  Captain  Stone  and  his  Vessel,  for 
taking  or  destroying  the  Armed  Vessels  in  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  imder  Lord  Dunmore,         -    1938 

Colonel  Harrison  directtd  to  go  to  Maryland,  and 
endeavour  t(i  procure  two  or  three  Vessels,  to 
be  I  iii|i|,i\i, I  1,11  the  same  service,  -         -    1938 

Coiiiiiiiuir  i.ii  hiimg  out  Armed  Vessels  direct- 
ed t(i  eni|ilMy  the  Armed  Sloop  commanded  by 
Captain  Abraham  Whipple,  of  Rhode-Island, 
and  di'spatch  her  forthwith  to  aid  in  the  marine 
busmess  at  the  Southward,  .         -          -         -    1938 

Saini'  Committee  directed  to  prepare  a  proper 
Commission  for  the  Captains  or  Commanders 
of  the  Ships  of  War,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Colonies, 1938 

Credentials  of  the  New-Jersey  Delegates,  dated 
New-Jersey  House  of  Assembly,  November 
22,  1775, 1938 

Permission  to  Captain  Jenkins  to  take  a  quantity 
of  Provisions  for  the  internal  consumption  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,         •  -          -    1939 

Number  and  denomination  of  the  Bills  ordered 

to  be  emitted  by  Congress,  ...         -    1939 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  with  the 

General,  considered  and  agreed  to,         -         -    1939 

Indians  may  be  called  on,  in  case  of  real  necessity,    1940 

Committee  on  establishing  Expresses,  for  convey- 
ing intelligence,  -----   l<j4u 

Cieneral  Washington  direc'ed  to  write  tu  Gene- 
ral Howe  in  relation  to  Ethan  Allen,  who  is 
confined  in  irons  on  hoard  a  Vessel  in  the 
River  St.  Lawrence, 1940 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  Virginia. 

considered  and  agreed  to,      ...  -    l'J41 

Inh.ibilinits  of  Virginia  advised  to  resist  the  arbi- 
trary Government  intended  to  be  established 
lliere  by  Lord  Dunmore,     ...  -    1041 

Convention  of  Virginia  recommended  to  take 
proper  measures  to  establish  a  CTOvernmcnt  in 
that  Colony,  if  they  find  it  necessary,     -         -    1941 

Committee  to  confer  with  the  Assembly  of  New- 
Jersey,       194  1 

Colonel  Knox  requested  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  Fortifications  in  the  Higlil.imls,        -    1941 

Seamen  and  Marines  to  be  engaged  to  the  first 

day  of  January,  1777,  -         .         -          -    1042 

Form  of  the  Bills  ordered  to  be  emitted  by  Con- 
gress,          1942 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Recaptures,  con- 
sidered and  adopted,    -         .         .          -          .    104-; 

Declaration  by  Congress  on  a  Proclamation  is- 
sued from  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  on  the  23d 
of  August  last, 1943 

Major  Preston  and  the  Officers  with  him  permit- 
ted to  remain  in  Philadelphia,       -  -          -    1915 
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1775. 

Ufc.  7,  General   Washington  is  not  authorized   to  call 
out  the  Minute-Men  or  Militia  of  any  Colony, 
without  the  consent  of  the   Executive  of  such 
Colony,     ------- 

Council  of  Massachusetts,  Convention  of  New- 
Hampshire,  and  the  Governours  of  Rhode- 
Island  and  Connecticut,  requested  to  afford  the 
General  all  the  aid  in  their  power,  when  he 
may  apply  for  it,         -         -         -         -          - 

8,  Allan    Cameron,  John    Smith,  and  John   Con- 

nolly, to  be  confined  in  Prison,  in  Philadel- 
phia, until  the  further  order  of  Congress, 

New-Jersey  Companies  not  ordered  to  the  High- 
lands, directed  to  march  to  the  City  of  New- 
York,        -          -         -         -          -■       - 

Conunittee  to  consider  the  applications  of  per- 
sons applying  to  be  Officers  in  the  American 
Army,       -------    1946 

9,  Pay  of"  Warrant   Oificers  of   the    Armed   Ves- 
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194G 


194i 


1946 


Four  more  Battalions  to  be  raised  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  one  in  Delaware,  ... 

General  Montgomery  appointed  Major-Ciene- 
ral,  - 

Conunitti  I-  on  the  several  Letters  from  Cieneral 
Schuyler, 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  Indian  AflTairs,  for  the  Middle  Depart- 
ment, laid  before  Congress,  .         -         - 

Committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  furnish- 
ing these  Colonics  with  a  Naval  Armament, 

Report  on  the  Petition  of  Thomas  Jenkins,  of 
Nantucket,  considered  and  agreed  to,    - 

Report  on  the  Petition  of  Jonathan  Hudson  con- 
sidered and  agreed  to,  .         -         -         - 

Names  of  the  persons  appointed  to  sign  and  num- 
ber the  Bills  of  Credit,        .          -          -         . 

Letti>rs  of  Thanks  to  the  three  General  Officers 
in  the  Northern  Department,         -         .          - 

Sword  presented  to  Captain  Henry  B.  Living- 
ston, .----.. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  fitting  out  a  Naval 
Armament,  considered  and  agreed  to,    - 

Committee  to  prepare  Instructions  for  a  Commit- 
tee to  sit  during  the  adjournment  of  the  Con- 
gress,       ------- 

Committee  to  carry  into  execution  the  Resolution 
of  Congress  for  fitting  out  a  Naval  Armament, 

Committee  on  a  Petition  from  Peter  Berlon, 

Instructions  for  the  Committee  who  are  to  sit 

during  the  recess  of  Congress,  reported, 

16,    Cominittee  on  the  Naval  Armament  authorized 

to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  five  hundred 

thousand  Dollars,        ---..- 

Address  of  the  President  to  Captain  White  Eyes, 
a  Delaware  Chief,      ----.. 

Committee  to  confer  with  Major  Preston  on  sup- 
plying the  Prisoners  taken  at  St.  John's  with 
Clothing  and  other  necessaries,     -          .          . 

Committee  on  a  Petition  from  sundry  Merchants 

of  Philadelphia, 

18,  Sundry  Affidavits  from  Wyoming,  relative  to 
disturbances  there,  between  the  people  of  Con- 
necticut and  Pennsylvania,  laid  before  Con- 
gress by  the  Delegates  from  Connecticut, 

Committee  on  smulry  L(;tters  from  General 
Schuyler,  ------- 

Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  rcq\iested 
to  supply  the  Armed  Vessels,  which  are  nearly 
ready  for  sailing,  with  four  tons  of  Gunpow- 
der, and  four  hundred  st  nd  of  Small  Arms,  - 
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19, 


19,  All  Vessels  employed  in  carrying  Provisions 
or  other  necessaries  for  the  British  Army  or 
Navy,  in  the  United  Colonies,  liable  to  seizure 

and  confiscation, 1955 

I,  Report  en  the  Petition  of  David  Beveridge  con- 
sidered and  agreed  to,  -          -         -         -   1955 

Vessels  heretofore  taken  and  carried  into  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, by  Armed  Vessels  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Colonies,  to  be  libelled  in 
the  Courts  of  that  Colony,  -         -         -         -   1955 

Resolution  on  the  dispute  between  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  on  the  waters 

of  Susquehannah, 1955 

,  Credentials  of  the  Delegates  from  Maryland ; 
dated  Annapolis,  Maryland,  in  Provincial  Con- 
vention, December  9,  177.'>,  -         -         -    1956 

Committee  to  confer  w'nh  Major  Preston  to  con- 
sider what  allowance  should  be  made  to  the 
Officers  who  are  prisoners,  -         -         •   1957 

I,    Committee  to  fit  out  Armed  Vessels  submitted  a 

list  of  the  Officers  by  them  appointed,   -         -    1957 

Same  Committee  authorized  to  give  instructions 

to  the  Commander  of  the  Fleet,    -         -         -    1957 

Committee  to  confer  with  the  Indians  lately  ar- 
rived,        - 1957 

General  Washington  authorized  to  make  an  at- 
tack on  Boston,  in  any  manner  he  may  think 
expedient,  notwithstanding  the  Town  and  pro- 
pel ty  in  it  may  thereby  be  destroyed,     -         -    1958 

Committee  to  examine  the  Journals,  and  report 
the  unfinished  business,  and  what  is  proper  to 
he  acted  upon,    ------   1958 

!,    Committee  on  a  Petition  from  South  Paddock,  -   1958 

Connecticut  requested  not  to  permit  any  new 
Settlers  on  the  disputed  Lands,  till  the  further 
order  of  Congress, 1958 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  unfinished  business,   1959 
',    Provision  for  redeeming  the  Three  Millions  of 
Dollars  ordered  to  be  emitted  in  Bills  of  Cre- 
dit,   19C0 

Report  on  Lord  Stirling's  Letter,  respecting  the 
arrest  of  Soldiers  for  small  debts,  considered 

and  agreed  to, 1961 

1,    Report  on  the  state  of  Virginia  considered  and 

agreed  to, 1962 

Si.x  Battalions  to  bo  immediately  raised  in  Virgi- 
nia, on  the  Continental  establishment,    -         -    1962 

Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of 

New-York, 1962 

',     Committee  on  procuring  a  quantity  of  Arras  and 

Ammunition,      -.-.-.   1962 

Trade  of  the  United  Colonics  considered  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,   1962 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  consider- 
ed and  agreed  to,         -         -         -         -         -    1963 

Virginia,  Maryland,  and  North-Carolina,  permit- 
ted to  export  produce,  to  procure  Salt  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants,  -         -         .         -    I9g3 

,    Committee  on  a  number  of  intercepted   Letters 

sent  by  General  Washington,       -         -         -   1963 

Major   Preston   permitted  to  go   to  Amboy,   in 

New- Jersey, 1963 

General  Schuyler  directed  to  take  speedy  mea- 
sures for  securing  a  quantity  of  Arms  and  Mili- 
tary Stores  in  Tryon  County,  New- York,  and 
to  disarm  the  Tories  there,  and  apprehend 
their  chiefs, 1963 

All  the  Silver  and  Gold  in  the  Treasury  to  be 
sent  to  General  Schuyler,    -         -         -         .   1064 

Contents  of  the  intercepted  Letters  this  day  re- 
ceived to  be  kept  secret,       .         -         .         .   1964 
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RICHARD   HENRY  LF.K  TO  GKNKRAL  WASHINGTON. 

PliiUilelpliia,  August  1,  177o. 

Dear  Sir:  After  tlie  Auii-ue  of  many  days,  and  of  iliis 
in  particular,  I  should  not  sit  down  at  eleven  o'clock  at 
night  to  write  to  a  gentleman  of  whose  goodness  of  heart  I 
have  less  doubt  than  I  have  of  yours.  But  well  knowing  that 
you  will  pardon  what  flows  from  good  intentions,  I  venture 
to  say,  that  my  hopes  are,  you  will  find  from  what  the  Con- 
gress has  already  done,  and  from  what  1  hope  they  will  do 
to-morrow,  that  it  has  been  a  capital  object  with  us  to  make 
your  arduous  business  as  easy  to  you  as  the  nature  of  things 
will  admit. 

The  business  inniiediately  before  us  being  finished,  the 
approaching  sickly  season  here,  and  the  great  importance 
of  our  presence  in  the  T'irginia  Convention,  have  deter- 
mined a  lecess  of  a  month,  it  standing  now,  that  the  Con- 
gress shall  meet  here  again  on  the  fifth  of  September.  The 
capital  object  of  powder  we  have  attended  to  as  far  as  we 
could,  by  sending  you  the  other  day  six  tons,  and  to-mor- 
row we  shall  propose  sending  six  or  eight  tons  more;  which, 
with  the  supplies  you  may  get  from  Connecticut,  and  such 
further  ones  from  here  as  future  expected  importations  may 
furnish,  will,  I  hope,  enable  you  to  do  all  that  this  power- 
ful article  can  in  good  hands  accomplish. 

We  understand  here  that  batteries  may  be  constructed 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Bay  o(  Boston,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
egress  and  regress  of  any  ships  whatsoever.  If  this  be 
fact,  would  it  not,  Sir,  be  a  signal  stroke  to  secure  the  Fleet 
and  Army  in  and  before  Boston,  so  as  to  compel  a  surren- 
der at  discretion.  While  I  write  this,  I  assuie  you  my 
iieart  is  elated  with  the  contemplation  of  so  great  an  event 
— a  decisive  thing,  that  would  at  once  end  the  war,  and 
vindicate  the  injured  liberties  of  yimtc/crt.  But  your  judg- 
ment, and  that  of  your  brave  associates,  will  best  determine 
the  practicability  of  this  business. 

I  think  we  have  taken  the  most  effectual  measures  to 
secure  the  friendship  of  the  Indians  all  along  our  extensive 
frontieis;  and  by  wliat  we  learn  of  the  spirit  of  our  Con- 
vention, now  sitting  at  Richmond,  a  spirit  prevails  there 
very  sufficient  to  secure  us  on  that  quarter.  The  particu- 
lars of  their  conduct  I  refer  you  to  Mr.  Francr  for,  who 
comes  fresh  from  thence,  and  who  goes  to  the  camp  a  sol- 
dier of  fortune.  You  know  him  better  than  I  do,  and  I 
am  sure  you  will  provide  for  him  as  he  deserves. 

We  are  here  as  much  in  the  dark  about  news  from  Ens;- 
land  as  you  are,  the  London  ships  having  been  detained 
long  beyond  the  time  they  were  expected.  The  indistinct 
accounts  we  iiave  tell  us  of  great  confusion  all  over  Eng- 
land, and  a  prodigious  fall  of  the  Stocks.  I  heartily  wish 
it  may  be  true ;  but  if  it  is  not  so  now,  I  have  no  doubt  of 
its  shortly  being  the  case. 

I  will  not  detain  you  longer  from  more  important  afiairs 
than  to  beg  the  favour  of  you,  when  your  leisure  ))ermits, 
to  oblige  me  with  a  line  by  post,  to  let  us  know  how  you 
go  on. 

There  is  nothing  I  wish  so  much  as  your  success  and 
happiness,  and  safe  return  to  your  family  and  country;  be- 
cause I  am,  with  perfect  sincerity,  dear  Sir,  your  affection- 
ate friend  and  countryman, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 
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phia,  datku  fiu,j)i;rrktown,  aid.,  alglst  1,  177.3. 

Notwithstanding  the  urgency  of  my  business,  I  ha\e 
been  detained  three  days  in  this  place  by  an  occurrence 
truly  agreeable.  I  have  had  the  happiness  of  seeing  Cap- 
tain Michael  Cresap  marching  at  the  head  of  a  formidable 
company  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  mcLi,  nom 
the  mountains  and  back-woods,  painted  like  Indians,  armed 
with  tomahawks  and  rifles,  dressed  in  hunting-shirts  and 
moccasins,  and  though  some  of  them  had  travelled  near 
eight  hundred  miles,  from  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  they 
seemed  to  walk  light  and  easy,  and  not  with  less  spirit 
than  at  the  first  hour  of  their  march.  Health  and  vigour, 
after  what  they  had  undergone,  declared  them  to  be  inti- 
mate with  hardship  and  familiar  with  danger.  Joy  and 
satisfaction  were  visible  in  the  crowd  that  met  them.  Had 
Lord  North  been  present,  and  been  assured  that  the  brave 
leader  could  raise  thousands  of  such  like  to  defend  his 
Country,  what  think  you,  would  not  the  hatchet  and  the 
block  have  intruded  upon  his  mind?  1  had  an  opportunity 
of  attending  the  Captain  during  his  stay  in  Town,  and 
watched  the  behaviour  of  his  men,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  treated  them  ;  for  it  seems  that  all  who  go  out 
to  war  under  him  do  not  only  pay  the  most  willing  obedi- 
ence to  him  as  their  connnander,  but  in  every  instance  of 
distress  look  up  to  him  as  their  friend  or  father.  A  great 
part  of  his  time  was  s)ient  in  listening  to  and  relieving  their 
wants,  without  any  apparent  sense  of  fatigue  and  trouble. 
When  complaints  weie  before  him,  he  determined  with 
kindness  and  spirit,  and  on  every  occasion  condescended  to 
please  without  losing  his  dignity. 

Yesterday  the  company  were  supplied  with  a  small 
quantity  of  powder  from  the  magazine,  which  wanted  ail- 
ing, and  was  not  in  good  order  for  rifles;  in  the  evening, 
however,  they  were  drawn  out  to  show  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Town  their  dexterity  at  shooting.  A  clapboard,  with 
a  mark  the  size  of  a  dollar,  was  put  up;  they  began  to  fire 
off-hand,  and  the  bystanders  were  surprised,  few  shots  being 
made  that  were  not  close  to  or  in  the  paper.  When  they 
had  shot  for  a  time  in  this  way,  some  lay  on  their  backs, 
some  on  their  breast  or  side,  others  ran  twenty  or  thirty 
steps,  and  firing,  appeared  to  be  equally  certain  of  the 
mark.  With  this  performance  the  company  were  more 
than  satisfied,  when  a  young  man  took  up  the  board  in  his 
hand,  not  by  the  end,  but  by  tl)e  side,  and  holding  it  up, 
his  brother  walked  to  the  distance,  and  very  coolly  shot 
into  the  white;  laying  down  his  rifle,  he  took  the  board, 
and  holding  it  as  it  was  hold  before,  the  second  brother  shot 
as  the  former  had  done.  By  this  exercise  I  was  more 
astonished  than  jileased.  But  will  you  believe  me,  when 
I  tell  you,  that  one  of  the  men  "took  the  board,  and  placing 
it  between  his  legs,  stood  with  his  back  to  the  tree  while 
another  drove  the  centre.  ^VIlat  would  a  regular  army  of 
considerable  strength  in  the  forests  of  America  do  with  one 
thousand  of  these  men,  who  want  nothing  to  preserve  their 
health  and  couj-age  but  water  from  the  spring,  with  a  little 
parched  corn,  with  what  they  can  easily  procure  in  hunt- 
ing; and  who,  wrapped  in  their  blankets,  in  the  damp  of 
night,  would  choose  the  shade  of  a  tree  for  their  covering, 
and  the  earth  for  their  betl. 
1 
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EXTRACT     OF     A     LKTTKR     TO     A    f;ENTlj;M.\N     IN     LOMKIN, 
DATtIt   PHILADELIMMA,   Alt.lST    1,    177."). 

Vou  would  liarclly  conceive,  without  seeing  it.  to  what 
a  heigiit  the  political  lury  of  tiiis  CouMtiy  is  airived.^  1 
Mio-.t  lieaiiilv  wish  nivsell  at  home  among  fiee-boin  A'/'i;- 
lishimn,  not'among  this  tyrannical  and  aibitiaiy  rabble  of 
America.  They  have  made  many  protestations  ol"  respect 
for  Eiii(litiiil,  and  of  their  desire  of  union  with  the  ^Mother 
Countiy,  but  you  may  take  iny  word  for  it,  my  dear  friend, 
it  is  the  meanest  and  basest  hy|)ocrisy  that  ever  was  as- 
sumed. I  have  had  occasion  to  s|)end,  for  a  few  years  past, 
nr.ch  of  my  time  in  this  Province,  and  you  may  depend 
upon  it,  (and  I  am  sure  1  have  neither  interest  nor  wish  to 
deceive  you,)  that  the  present  breach  with  England  is  not 
the  device  of  a  day,  and  has  not  arisen  with  the  question 
about  taxation,  (though  that  has  been  a  favourable  plea.) 
hut  is  part  of  a  system  which  has  been  Ibrming  here,  even 
before  the  late  war.  You  woidd  feel  the  indignation  I  do 
every  day,  when  I  hear  my  King  and  Country  vilified  and 
aliused  by  a  parcel  of  wretches  who  owe  their  very  exist- 
e.ice  to  it.  1  am  amazed  at  the  stupor  and  supinencss  ol 
\onr  Admiralty.  For  G'w/'s  sakr,  what  are  you  doing  in 
Liigltinil !  Are  the  friends  ol' Gieut  Britain  and  their 
property  to  be  left  exposed  at  this  rate  to  the  dictates  of 
an  inluunan  rabble?  I  expect,  with  many  others,  if  1  do 
1  ol  join  in  the  seditious  and  traitorous  acts  in  vogue,  to  be 
i  auled  away  and  confined  in  a  prison,  with  the  confiscation 
of  all  I  have  in  the  world.  Words  cannot  paint  the  dis- 
tress of  sober  people  who  have  property,  and  wish  for 
peace  and  quietness.  Where  is  the  boasted  JN'avy  of  our 
Country,  that  only  one  poor  sloop  is  stationed  here?  where- 
as, if  we  had  but  three  ships-of-war,  one  of  fifty,  and  two 
of  forty  guns  each,  this  place  would  not  only  be  kept  in 
awe,  and  the  friends  of  Government  secured,  but  a  suffi- 
cient (|uantity  of  provisions  might  be  had  at  all  times  for 
your  Fleet  and  Army,  which,  we  are  informed,  are  half 
starved  at  Boston.  As  to  the  sloop  we  have  here,  the 
Nautilus,  I  fear  she  will  soon  go  to  the  shades  ;  for  our 
good  friends  are  building  above  fifty  row-boats,  of  large 
dimensions,  which  are  to  have  a  twenty-four  pounder  in 
the  stern  sheets,  several  swivels  in  the  sides,  and  plenty  of 
muskets  for  the  people  on  boaid,  and  all  for  the  purpose 
of  attacking  the  King's  Ships  that  may  arrive  here.  But 
if  Government  would  order  the  IVavy  to  sink  all  these 
vessels  to  the  bottom,  wherever  they  met  with  them,  a 
few  examples  of  such  timely  severity  would  keep  them  on 
shore.  1  must  not  forget  to  tell  you,  that  they  are  siiiug- 
Ljling  from  the  French  ffcst-lndics,  in  pilot-boats,  all  the 
i;mmunilion  they  can  get ;  but  two  or  three  cruisers  off  the 
C;ipes  would  soon  put  an  end  to  that  business.  We  have 
also  the  rarest  coineis  alive;  for  we  issue  our  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  upon  paper,  for  w hicli  we  are  obliged 
to  part  with  our  little  specie  or  projicrt}",  or  suffer  the  ven- 
geance of  the  omnipotent  mob. 

Constant  new^s  arrive  here  daily  almost,  which  keep  up 
the  mad  enthusiasm  of  the  people;  namely,  that  an  insur- 
rection of  thousands  has  begun  in  England ;  that  Lord 
North  is  fled  for  his  life  to  France  or  Jialij;  that  fl'ilkcs, 
Burke,  Governour  Jo/inxtonc,  Lord  Ejjingliam,  Arthur 
Lee,  and  others,  at  the  head  of  an  armed  multitude,  had 
destroyed  the  Parliament-House,- and  several  members  of 
Admini>tration.  You  would  be  amazed  at  the  present 
rejoicings  here  u|)on  this  account.  We  are  told,  likewise, 
that  the  Dutch  have  above  fifty  millions  in  our  funds,  and 
that  they  arc  about  to  demand  them  innnedialely,  which 
will  occasion  a  total  bankruptcy  lodreat  Britain.  Every 
body  here  believes  this,  and  a  hundred  times  as  much  more, 
for  gos()el :  which,  I  am  well  informed,  is  sent  them  by  a 
set  of  people  among  yon  whom  humanity  should  teach 
not  to  sport  thus  with  llie  Ims  ami  fi.rtuiies  of  these  poor 
people  here.  All  thi- incn  iiM--  ihr  .uinuanee  and  ferment; 
and  nobody  dares  U)  iloulit  ii,  uiilr-s  hf  chooses  to  risk  his 
life  and  substance;  at  least,  he  must  keep  his  doubts  to 
himself.  If  this  be  liberty,  good  Lord  deliver  me  from 
all  such  liberty!  I  am  sure  no  tyranny,  not  even  of  Spain 
and  Turkey,  can  exceed  it.  If  our  last  petition  be  dis- 
carded, which  they  who  made  it  know  will  be  the  case,  we 
are  resolved  to  set  open  our  Ports  to  the  French,  Butch, 
and  Danes.  We  have  already  invited  them  to  send  their 
produce  here  under  convoy  of  ships-of-war,  which,  we 
reckon,  will  be  opposed  by  the  British  Fleet;  and  so  we 


joyfully  expect  you  to  be  endiroiled  in  a  war  with  one  or 
other  of  these  Powers.  Many  Fnnchrncn  are  here,  and 
tlioui,'li  the  most  of  then)  appear  but  in  a  low  mode,  if  I 
may  guess  by  their  mien,  they  are  not  all  connnon  people. 
We  profess  loudly,  that  we  would  join  with  French,  Spa- 
niards, or  any  IN'aiion,  to  send  you  all  to  the  de\il.  \Ve 
had  a  schooner,  a  few  days  since,  who  brought  a  consider- 
able (juantity  of  Gunpowder  stowed  under  Molasses,  and 
when  she  arrived  she  hoisted  in  bra\o  a  French  jack,  en- 
sign and  pendant.  If  Government  mean  to  do  anv  thing, 
they  must  do  it  (piickly,  or  the  conie-t  will  be  the  stronger. 
1  am  sur|)ri<ed  you  do  not  take  and  stop  all  the  ships  i.'oir)g 
in  or  coming  out  of  these  Ports.  Conceal  my  name:  or 
1  sliould  run  a  great  risk  of  my  life  and  property,  were  it 
discovered  here  that  1  had  sent  you  any  account  of  these 
proceedings.  Indeed,  1  incur  some  dandier  in  writing:  at 
all  ;  nor  should  I,  if  1  could  not  confide  in  mv  convevance. 


To  tla 
Gen 


rio 


■ihle   P 


ijiiouruiite  I'll  11.11'  Sciii'VM-;n,  Esrjuire,  Mojor- 
■al  and  Commander-in-Chiif  of  the  Forces  of  the 
U.MTKi)  CoLoNXEs  OH  the  Northern  Department,  ntul 
the  Honourable  Jonathan  Tklmbuli-,  Esquire,  Cap- 
tain-General and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Colony 
of  CoNNECTRfT,  and  Governour  of  the  same : 
HoNouRKi)  Sirs:  Whereas.  Jeremiah  Halsey,  Esquire, 
was,  by  Benjamin  lUnman,  Esijuiri',  when  Commander- 
in-Chief  on  the  JNorthern  Department,  appointed  and  com- 
missioned to  be  Commodore  of  all  the  armed  vessels  and 
crafts  on  the  Northern  Lakes,  viz :  Lakes  Chaniplairi, 
George,  &c.,  and  we,  the  subscribers,  hereby  certify,  since 
the  said  llalsey's  appointment  he  hath  behaved  with  the 
utmost  prudence  and  good  conduct ;  hath  maintained  the 
character  of  an  honourable  commander;  faithfully  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  said  ollice  of  commander  of  the 
said  lakes;  and  is.  in  our  opinion,  a  man  of  fortitude  and 
resolution,  and  possessed  of  every  (pialification  necessary 
for  the  seaman  or  soldier,  and  well  understands  the  busi- 
ness of  an  olficer,  either  by  sea  or  land  ;  and  we  would, 
therefore,  desire  your  Honours,  as  the  said  Halsey  is  super- 
sedeil  in  the  command  of  the  said  vessels,  by  the  Province 
of  New- York  appointing  a  man  to  said  office,  either  to 
discharge  the  said  Halsey  honourably  from  the  service  of 
the  United  Colonies,  or  appoint  him  to  an  office  in  said 
seivice  agreeable  to  his  merits;  which  is  the  desire  of  your 
Honours'  most  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

SvMi'KL  Elmer,  Major. 

Shiib'l  Griswol,!),  "I 

John  Watson,  V  Captains. 

J  \MES  ]\'obi,e,  J 

Benjamin  Mills, 

Oliver  Parmelee, 

^V  M.  Satterlee, 

Joel  Dickinson, 

Aaron  Austin, 

Joel  Dickinson, 

William  Stewart, 

Titus  Watson, 

Daniel  Grant, 

Jehiel  Hall, 

John  Hitchcock, 

Ebenezer  Hvde, 

Isaac  Hitchcock,  Commissary. 

Co-rroN  -VL  Smith,  Chaplain. 

Jacob  Macck,  Doctor. 

lioBERT  Lewis,  Justice  of  Pence. 

\Vll.LlAM   (ilLLlLANI), 

Ethan  Allen. 


yii,-l)pck,  Aii<;usl  3,  i:;j. 
On  Tuesday  last,  August  1st,  a  recruiting  part)   began 
beating  up  here  for  Volunteers,  lor  Captain  U  illiam  Dun- 
burs  Company  of  the  Royal  Emigrants,  and  we  hear  they 
have  already  enlisted  fourteen. 

Conditions  to  be  given  to  such  Soldiers  as  will  engage  in 

the  Royal  Highlanh  Emigraitts  : 

"They  are  to  engage  during  the  present  troubles  in  Amc- 

rim  oulv.      Each   soldier  is  to  have  two  hundred  acres 

of  land  in  anv  Province  in  North-America  lie  shall  think 


Licutinnnis. 


EnsiiTjis, 
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proper,  the  King  to  pay  tlie  Patent  fees,  Secretary's  fees, 
and  Surveyor-General's;  besides  twenty  years  free  of  quit- 
rent;  each  married  man  gets  fifty  acres  for  ills  wife,  and 
fifty  for  eacli  child,  on  the  same  terms. 

"  And  as  a  gratuity,  besides  the  above  great  terms,  one 
guinea  levy  money.  Al.lf.n  Maci.ka.n, 

"  Licutcnant-Coluiicl  Coinmaiulaiit." 


KLBRIDCE   (.ElUtY  TO   (iENERAI.   W  ASH  INIiTON. 

]\Iav  it  please  your  Excellency:  Mr.  Chtcver  has 
applied  this  afternoon  for  two  hundred  thousand  sniali-arm 
cartridges,  in  consequence  of  an  application  from  the  Ad- 
jutant-General, to  answer  the  demand  of  Major  Gen.  Lee. 

Mr.  C/ttever  is  able  to  furnish  about  thirty-six  thousand, 
it  being  the  whole  quantity  now  made ;  and  there  remains 
but  thirty -six  barrels  in  store  of  the  quantity  collected  from 
the  Towns  in  this  Colony,  and  received  from  the  others 
this  side  Manjhtml .  There  are  also  about  tw^o  tons  of  lead, 
and  not  any  (lints  in  store,  of  which  we  think  it  necessary 
to  ^ive  immediate  information. 

We  are  in  daily  expectation  of  some  powder  from  the 
U'cst-Indics,  but  cannot  say  what  success  our  plan  will  meet 
with;  indeed  we  have  exerted  ourselves  to  obtain  it  several 
ways,  which  may  be  communicated  at  a  more  convenient 
opportunity.  With  respect  to  lead  and  flints.  Colonel  jPor- 
?tr  was  despatched  sixteen  days  since  (or  New -York,  (or 
two  hogsheads  of  Hints  and  ten  ton  lead,  but  we  have  heard 
nothing  from  him  since.  We  are  ready  to  exert  to  the 
utmost  to  serve  the  cause,  provided  the  Commissary-Gen- 
eral desires  it  for  the  present.  The  powder  shall  be  sent 
immediately  if  ordered,  or  be  made  into  cartridges  as  soon 
as  may  be. 

\Ve  are,  Sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
Elukidge  Geury. 
His  Excellency  General  IVasliingtun. 


colonel   LOAMMI    BALDWIN  TO   COLONEL  JOSEPH   KEED. 
Chelsoa,  August  1,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  just  informed  that  there  was  this  forenoon 
about  fourteen  hundred  Regulars  paraded  in  Boston,  and 
afterward  marched  down  in  order  to  go  over  to  Charlcstown 
Heights,  as  they  call  Bunker-Hill.  Sujipose  they  are  all 
over  before  this  time.  Another  person  told  me  there 
was  not  more  than  one  thousand  men,  and  that  they  were 
going  to  re-enforce  Bunker-Hill. 

1  send  the  observations  as  usual. 

It  gives  me  uns])eakable  satisfaction  that  my  conduct  is 
appro\  ed  of  by  tlie  General.  Nothing  that  lies  in  my  power 
to  perform  shall  lie  wanting  to  render  his  Excellency's  com- 
mand easy,  and  life  happy.  Tliat  success  and  victory  may 
attend  his  endeavour,  is  the  sincere  wish  of  his  and  jour 
Honour's  most  humble  servant, 

LoAM.Mi  Baldwin,  Liculenant-Colond. 

P.  S.  I  trust  you  will  give  the  enclosed  to  the  Cieneial. 


THOMAS   LIFE   (AfiK.NT)   TO  GOVEHNOIR  TUUMIifLL. 

Djsinghall  Street,  London,  An},rust  i,  177'). 

Sir:  I  wrote  you  by  the  last  packet  a  circumstantial 
detail  of  the  i)roceedings  in  the  Siisquehannah  cause,  and 
sent  you  my  bills,  w  ith  a  request  for  an  early  remittance  to 
enable  me  to  go  on  with  the  cause,  and  make  no  doubt  of 
receiving  it  bejbre  November.  Mr.  Hooke  (partner  with  the 
late  Mr.  Nuihall)  writes  to  Col.  Di/er  by  this  packet,  and 
the  Colonel  will  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  that  no  incon- 
venience has  happened  by  the  papers  being  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Levi/,  as  he  sent  his  clerk  with  them  to  attend  the 
hearing  at  the  Board  of  Trade.  Mr.  JVilmot  (Mr.  Penn's 
Solicitor)  fituling  the  inconveniency  of  having  only  two 
counsel,  has  taken  in  Mr.  McDonald  as  a  third  counsel. 
The  Lords  of  Trade  have  had  no  Board  on  this  business 
since  my  last,  and  have  adjourned  it  till  the  first  Monday 
after  the  meeting  of  Pailiament.  I  beg  my  best  respects 
to  Doctor  Johnson;  and  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and 
regard,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Life. 
To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull.  Esq.,  Governour 

of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 


EARL   OF    DARTMOUTH  TO   LORD  DUNMOHE. 

Whitehall.  August  2,  1775. 

i\Iy  Lord  :  The  hope  you  held  out  to  us  in  your  letter 
of  the  Jst  oi'  Mai/,  that  with  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition you  should  be  able  to  collect  from  among  the  Indians, 
negroes,  and  other  persons,  a  force  suHicient,  if  not  to  sub- 
due rebellion,  at  least  to  defend  Government,  was  very 
encouraging;  but  1  find  by  your  letters  delivered  to  me  by 
Lieutenant  Collins,  that  }  ou  have  been  obliged,  from  the 
violence  of  the  times,  menaced  by  one  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature, and  abandoned  by  the  other,  to  yield  up  all  the 
powers  of  Government,  and  to  retire  yourself  on  board  the 
Foiveij.  I  have  the  King's  commands  to  send  you  His 
Majesty's  leave  to  return  to  England,  which,  together  with 
this  letter,  and  a  connnission  to  Mr.  Corbin  to  administer 
Government  during  your  absence,  will  be  delivered  to  you 
by  Captain  Alkins,  of  His  Majesty's  Ship  Actcon,  wlio 
goes  convoy  to  the  Maria,  store-ship. 

At  the  same  time  it  is  left  to  your  Lordship's  discretion 
to  use  this  leave  of  absence  or  not,  as  you  shall  see  occa- 
sion ;  for,  relying  upon  your  firmness,  I  have  still  a  hope 
that,  with  the  supjily  of  arms  now  sent  you,  and  with  tlie 
assistance  of  a  greater  naval  force,  the  King's  Government 
in  Virginia  may  yet  be  maintained;  and  should  this  hap- 
pily be  the  case,  it  will  not  be  necessary  that  Mr.  Corbin 
should  be  informed  ol'  His  .Majesty's  intention  in  his  favour. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  linmble 
servant,  Uautmoltu. 

Earl  of  Dunmorc. 

EAKL   OF    DARTiMOlTir   TO   OENERAL  GA<.E. 

whiteii,iii,  Au-ust  -J,  n;.-.. 

Sir:  It  being  His  Majesty's  inlention  that  we  slioidd 
have,  il  possilile,  in  ^orth-Anicrira,  earlv  in  the  next 
spring,  an  Army  of  at  least  twenty  thousand  men,  exclusive 
of  Canadians  and  Indians,  the  proper  steps  are  now  taking 
for  such  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  to  this  object ; 
and  I  have  this  ilay  siijnified  His  Majesty's  commands,  that 
the  4th,  5th,  7tir,  8th,  10th,  14th,  16th,  22d,  2.3d,  26th, 
35th,  3Sth,  40th,  4;3d,  44th,  45th,  47th,  49th,  52d,  63d, 
64tli,  and  65th  Regiments  be  augmented,  so  as  that  each 
company  shall  con>ist  of  three  Sergeants,  three  Corporals, 
two  Drummers,  and  fifty-six  ])iivate  men,  besides  commis- 
sioned olhcers.  And  tliat  each  of  the  abovementioned 
twenty-two  Battalions  be  augmented  with  two  companies, 
each  to  consist  of  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  one  En- 
sign, three  Sei'geants,  three  Coiporals,  two  Drummers,  and 
fifty-six  jirivale  men. 

With  regard  to  the  Idtli  and  5!)lh  Regiments,  His  Ma- 
jesty thinks  fit,  upon  a  consideration  of  their  weak  state, 
that  what  remains  of  the  private  men  fit  for  service,  should 
be  incorporated  into  other  Regiiuents,  and  the  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  sent  home  to  recruit ;  and  that 
it  should  be  left  to  your  discretion  to  follow  the  same  rule 
in  the  case  of  any  other  Regiments  under  the  like  circum- 
stances. 

Besides  four  companies  of  Artillery,  which  are  oidercd 
to  embark  inunediately,  in  order  to  enable  }ou  to  return  to 
the  line  the  men  taken  from  thence  for  that  service,  it  is 
resolved  to  send  you  directly  a  further  re-enforcement  ol' 
two  thousand  men,  and  orders  are  given  for  the  17th  and 
55th  Regiments  in  Ireland,  to  prepare  for  embarkation, 
the  remainder  of  the  re-enforcements  to  be  made  by  re- 
cruits, which  we  hope  to  raise  in  time ;  but  if  when  the 
transports  are  ready  the  number  of  recruits  should  fall 
short,  in  that  case  the  27th,  2dth,  and  46th  Regiments 
will  be  ordered  to  embark,  or  such  part  of  them  as  shall 
be  necessary  to  make  up  the  full  complement  of  two  thou- 
sand men. 

The  stejjs  which  you  say  the  rebels  have  taken  for  call- 
ing in  the  assistance  of  the  Indians,  leave  no  room  to  hesi- 
tate upon  the  propriety  of  your  pmsinng  the  same  measure. 
For  that  purpose  I  enclose  to  you  a  letter  to  Col.  Johnson, 
containing  His  Majesty's  commands  for  engaging  a  body 
of  Indians,  and  shall  by  the  first  ship-of-war  that  sails  after 
the  Cerberus,  send  you  a  large  assortment  of  goods  for 
presents,  which  you  will  contrive  the  means  of  safely  con- 
veying to  the  Colonel. 

I  wnsh,  Sir,  to  state  to  you,  with  as  much  precision  as  I 
am  able,  the  ideas  that  have  been  formed  with  respect  to 
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the  future  plan  of  operations  of  our  forces  in  ]\orth-Ainc- 
rica;  for  although  your  own  knowledge  and  experience, 
aided  by  the  advice  and  opinion  of  the  able  Generals  who 
assist  }ou,  will  be  far  belter  guides  to  your  judgment  than 
any  thing  I  can  suggest ;  yet  it  may  not  be  altogether  use- 
les!s  to  mark  out  (liowever  incorrectly)  some  of  the  ideas 
of  u)ilitary  men  of  knowledge  and  ability  iiere,  and  which 
indeed  very  much  corres|)ond  with  what  seems  to  be  your 
opinion,  and  that  of  the  other  officers  with  you. 

I  have  already  said  in  my  letter,  i\o.  2-2,  of  this  day's 
da'e,  that  in  the  general  view  we  have  of  the  state  of  the 
Ainiy  at  Boston,  and  of  the  force  of  the  rebels,  it  does  not 
seem  likely  that  any  further  operations,  at  least  of  any 
extent,  will  be  undertaken  this  campaign.  The  state  of 
the  service,  therefore,  as  it  stands  at  present,  seems  to  in- 
volve in  the  consideration  of  it  these  (piestions,  viz: 

1st.  Whether  we  should  push  the  war  with  our  whole 
force  in  the  next  campaign,  on  the  side  o(  New  Englandl 

•2d.  Whether,  viewing  the  whole  state  of  America,  it 
would  not  be  more  advisable  to  make  Hudson'' s  River  the 
sr;at  of  war,  and  lor  that  purpose  inimetliately  take  posses- 
sion of  the  City  of  iSew-York,  with  a  part  of  our  force, 
leaving  at  Boston  wiiat  is  necessary  to  secure  tliat  post,  and 
keep  up  a  diversion  on  that  side? 

;3d.  AVhuther,  if  it  should  be  judged  unsafe,  or  unadvisa- 
ble  to  take  post  at  New-York,  it  may  not  be  ex|)edient  to 
rndeavour,  with  a  part  of  the  force  under  your  command, 
embaiked  on  board  the  transports,  to  make  an  impression 
in  other  places,  which,  if  it  answered  no  other  purpose, 
would  at  least  enable  you  to  collect  a  large  supply  of  live 
stock  and  provision,  which  is  no  tiifiing  object  in  your  [ire- 
sent  circumstances. 

And  lastly,  Whether,  if  neither  of  the  measures  sug- 
gested in  the  two  last  propositions  can  be  effected,  and  if 
even  Boston  should  not  be  tenable  in  the  winter,  without 
hazard  (as  many  here  think)  it  might  not  be  advisable  that 
your  whole  Army  should  be  posted  in  proper  divisions  at 
Halifax  and  (^uchtck,  until  the  events  of  the  winter  shall 
point  out  the  best  plan  of  operation  in  the  spring? 

In  the  consideration  of  these  propositions,  a  variety  of 
cogent  reasons  occiu'  in  favour  of  what  is  suggested  in  re- 
gard to  the  possession  oi'  New- Y^ork ;  for  if  by  such  an 
operation  we  could  recover  the  attachment  and  fidelity  of 
tliat  Province,  as  many  judicious  and  well-informed  persons 
think  we  niay,  it  would,  independent  of  many  other  circum- 
stances which  give  preference  to  this  proposition,  not  only 
be  of  great  weight  in  the  general  scale  of  advantage,  but 
miiilit  also  increase  oiu'  strength,  by  the  junction  of  num- 
bei's,  which  would  sliew  themselves  upon  the  least  appear- 
ance of  protection.  But  I  beg  1  may  not  be  understood,  in 
slating  these,  or  any  other  ideas  that  have  occurred,  to  in- 
timate that  the  King  does  not  leave  it  entirely  to  his  Gene- 
rals to  act  a<;cording  to  their  own  judgment  and  discretion  ; 
and  therefore  1  have  only  to  add,  that  if  we  are  driven  to 
the  dillicully  of  relin(|uisliing  Boston,  care  must  be  taken 
that  the  officers  and  friends  of  Government  be  not  left  ex- 
l)osed  to  the  rage  and  insidt  of  rebels,  who  set  no  bounds 
to  their  barbarity.  And  when  I  mention  this  circun)Stance, 
I  must  not  omit  to  inform  you  that  His  Majesty  is  graciously 
pleased,  upon  a  representation  made  to  him  of  the  distress 
to  which  many  of  the  memlxas  of  vour  present  Council  are 
exposed,  to  diiurt  thai  you  do,  from  time  to  time,  give  them 
such  relief,  ami  iniki'  ilnan  sm-li  allowance  as  you  shall 
judiie  necessar}-,  anil  nil  luile  the  (.'xpense  in  your  contin- 
gent accounts. 

If  the  propo>ilion  of  taking  post  at  N(  ir-  York  is  adopt- 
ed, then  General  Hoivi:,  a-sisied  by  General  Hargoijnc, 
will,  it  is  presumed,  counnand  on  that  side,  in  which  case  it 
is  His  JMajesty's  intention  that  General  Clinton  should  com- 
mand on  the  side  of  JS ew- England ;  and  I  have  only  to 
add,  that  whatever  disposition  is  made  of  the  Army  under 
your  commanil  in  consequence  of  what  has  been  suggested, 
it  will  be  absolutely  necessary,  that  eflectual  care  be  taken 
for  the  protection  of  Halifax,  which,  being  the  great  reposi- 
tory of  all  our  naval  stores,  is  an  object  of  the  last  impor- 
tance,     i  am,  &:c.  Daktmoi  th. 

KXTIIACT   OF  A  I.KTTKK   FKOM  THK   EARL  OF   DARTMOITII  TO 
(.F.NEIHL   fiAOE,  UATKI)  WlflTKHAI,!.,  AUGtST  2,   I"".}. 

From  the  tenour  of  your  letters  of  June  twenty-fifth,  and 
from  the  state  of  affairs  after  the  action  of  the  seventeenth. 


the  King  is  led  to  conclude  that  you  have  little  expectation 
of  effecting  any  thing  further  this  campaign,  and  has  there- 
fore commanded  me  to  signify  to  you  His  Majesty's  plea- 
sure, that  you  do,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  you 
receive  this  letter,  return  to  England,  iii  order  to  give  His 
Majesty  exact  information  of  every  thing,  that  it  may  be 
necessary  to  prepare,  as  early  as  jiossible,  for  the  operations 
of  the  next  year,  and  to  suggest  to  His  Majesty  such  matters 
ill  relation  thereto,  as  your  knowledge  and  experience  of 
the  service  enable  you  to  furnish. 


EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER    FROM    THE     EAHL    OF    DART:ilOtTH 
TO   MAJ0R-(;E.\ERAI,    HOWE,   DATED   W>nTEllALL,   ALGLST 

2,  177.5. 

Sir:  The  King  having  signified  his  commands  that 
General  Gagi  should  return  to  England,  to  lay  before  His 
Majesty  a  stale  of  his  command,  and  to  assist  in  the  con- 
sideration of  what  may  be  necessary  to  the  future  plan  of 
operations,  1  have  the  honour  to  send  you  His  Majesty's 
commission,  appointing  you  to  be  (during  General  Gage's 
absence)  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  His  Majesty's  forces 
employed,  or  to  be  employed  within  the  Colonies  lying 
upon  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  and  have  also  transmitted  the 
like  commission  to  General  Carlcton,  to  command  the  forces 
employed,  or  to  be  employed  in  Canada,  and  upon  its 
frontiers. 

1  have,  in  a  separate  letter  to  General  Gage,  of  this  day's 
date,  stated  to  him  very  fully  the  King's  intention  with 
regard  to  the  force  to  be  employed  next  year  in  North- 
America,  and  suggested  many  things  respecting  the  ideas 
of  a  plan  of  operation.  That  letter  he  is  directed  to  leave 
with  )ou  when  he  comes  away,  and  therefore  I  have  only 
to  add,  that  1  am,  liic. 

NEWBERN   (xoRTH-CAROLINa)  COMMITTEE. 

Committee  Chamber,  August  2,  1775. 

The  following  Letter  was  wrote  by  liis  Excellency  Go- 
vernour  Martin.,  to  the  Honourable  Lcivis  Henry  De  Ros- 
sctt,  Esq.,  in  answer  to  an  information  given  him  of  his 
being  charged  with  giving  encouragement  to  the  slaves  to 
revolt  from  their  masters.  As  the  substance  of  this  Letter 
is  very  alarming,  his  Excellency  therein  publickly  avow- 
ing the  measure  of  arming  the  slaves  against  their  masters, 
when  every  other  thing  to  preserve  the  King's  Government 
should  prove  ineffectual,  the  Committee  have  ordered  the 
said  Letter  to  be  published  as  an  alarm  to  the  people  of  this 
Province  against  the  horrid  and  barbarous  designs  of  the 
enemies,  not  only  to  their  internal  peace  and  safety,  but  to 
their  lives,  liberties,  properties,  and  every  other  human 
blessiiii;. 

••  Fort  .lohnstoii,  June  24,  1 77.5. 

"Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  make  you  my  acknowledgments 
for  your  communication  of  the  I'alse,  malicious,  and  scan- 
dalous report  that  has  been  propagated  of  me  in  this  part 
of  the  Province,  of  my  having  given  encouragement  to  t!ie 
negroes  to  levolt  against  their  masters ;  and  as  I  persuade 
myself  you  kindly  intended  thereby  to  give  me  an  oppor- 
tunity to  refute  so  infamous  a  charge,  1  eagerly  embrace 
this  occasion,  most  solemnly  to  assure  you  that  I  never 
conceived  a  thought  of  that  nature.  And  I  will  further 
adil  iii\'  opinion,  that  nothing  could  ever  justify  the  design, 
fiNeU-  imputed  to  me,  of  giving  encouragement  to  the 
iHgroes,  '  but  the  actual  and  declared  rebellion  of  the 
King's  subjects,  and  the  failure  of  all  other  means  to  main- 
tain the  King's  Government.' 

"  J-'ermit  me,  therefore,  Sir,  to  request  the  favour  of  yon 
to  take  the  most  effectual  means  to  prevent  the  circulation 
of  this  most  cruel  slander,  and  to  assure  every  body  with 
whom  you  shall  commimicate  on  this  subject,  that  so  far 
from  entertaining  so  horrid  a  design,  I  shall  be  ever  ready, 
and  heartily  disposed  to  concur  in  any  measures  '  that  may 
be  consistent  with  prudence,'  to  keep  the  negroes  in  order 
and  subjection,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good 
order  throughout  the  Province. 

"  I  am,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant,"  "Jo.  Martin. 

"The  Hon.  Lnvis  H.  Dc  Bossett,  Esq." 

Beiolred  nnanimousli/.  That  his  Excellency  Governonr 
Martin,  by  the  whole  tenour  of  his  conduct  since  the  un- 
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happy  differences  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonics, 
has  manifested  liimself  an  enemy  to  American  liberty,  and 
the  rights  and  blessings  of  a  free  people;  and  that  by  his 
many  wanton  exertions  of  power  as  Governour  of  this 
Province,  his  hostile  and  dangerous  Letters  to  the  Ministry 
and  General  Gage,  replete  with  falsities  and  misre|)rcseiit- 
ations  of  the  true  state  of  the  Province,  he  has  proved 
himself  to  hold  principles  abhorrent  to  the  rights  of  hu- 
manity, and  justly  forfeited  all  confidence  with  the  people 
of  this  Government. 

Resolved  unanimoushj,  That  notwithstanding  tlic  very 
great  pains  that  have  been  taken  by  those  who  call  them- 
selves friends  to  Government,  and  their  favourable  expla- 
nations of  the  emphatical  words  between  turned  commas 
in  the  body  of  the  above  Letter,  to  make  them  speak  a 
language  different  from  their  true  import,  they  contain,  in 
plain  English,  and  in  every  construction  of  language,  a 
justification  of  the  design  of  encouraging  the  slaves  to  re- 
volt, when  every  other  means  should  fail  to  presej-ve  the 
King's  Government  from  open  and  declared  rebellion  ;  and 
the  publick  avowal  of  a  crime  of  so  horrid  and  truly  black 
a  complexion,  could  only  originate  in  a  soul  lost  to  every 
sense  of  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  long  hackneyed  in 
the  detestable  and  wicked  purpose  of  subjugating  these 
Colonies  to  the  mo<t  abject  slavery.     By  order, 

R.  CoGDiiLL,  Chairman. 


EXTRACT   OF   A   LF.TTF.R    FIIOM   A   CLERGYMAN    IN     MAUVI-AND 
TO    HIS   FRIEND   IN   ENGLAND,  DATED   ALGUST   '2,    1773. 

Unhappy  Britain!  Unhappy  ^mfirjca.'  Had  an  angel 
from  Heaven  told  me,  but  two  years  ago,  that  your  disso- 
lution was  to  have  been  hurried  on  so  precipitatelv,  I  could 
not  have  believed  it.  That  so  vast  an  Empire  as  this,  at 
such  a  distance  from  the  Mother  Country,  must,  one  day 
or  other,  tear  itself  oft"  by  its  own  weight,  is  as  plain  as  a 
mathematical  demonstration,  and  it  would  be  the  wisdom 
and  interest  of  Britain  to  jirotract  that  period  to  its  utmost 
distance  ;  but  that  cannot  be  done  by  any  thing  but  liiend- 
ship,  lenity,  and  kindness.  Force  w-ill  neither  intimidate 
nor  avail  ;  it  will  only  exasperate  and  render  us  desperate. 
Divide  et  impera  seems  a  favourite  maxim  with  your  Mi- 
nistry, but  with  respect  to  the  Colonies  is  impracticable; 
lor  however  separate  they  may  be  by  situation  and  some 
))articular  interests,  the  Ministry  have  fallen  upon  a  method, 
by  touching  their  common  rights  and  privileges,  to  make 
their  union  firm  and  immoveable  as  the  mountains.  You 
would  be  surprised  to  see  the  military  spirit  that  reigns 
through  every  Province  ;  besides  the  thousands  raised  by 
each  lor  soldiers  to  march  to  any  part  of  the  Continent, 
there  are  independent  companies  in  every  County,  and 
particularly  from  the  back-woods  thousands  of  the  riflemen, 
whose  aim  is  as  fatal  and  unerring  as  the  shafts  of  yijyo//o  ; 
and  for  our  internal  security  the  militia  are  well  trained  and 
ready  to  act;  and  if  any  mercenaries  are  lauded,  the  cattle 
and  horses  are  all  to  be  driven  back  out  of  their  reach  ;  so 
that  unless  they  bring  horses  and  wagons  with  them,  to 
cairy  their  ammunition  and  provisions,  they  can  never  pene- 
trate ten  miles  into  the  country,  and  even  that  not  \\  iiliout 
the  loss  of  thousands,  as  our  woodmen,  with  their  lille-uuns, 
will  constantly  harass  their   march. 

We  have  heard  of  Colonel  Grant's  speech,  and  are 
amazed  that  any  man  should  so  abandon  truth,  and  be  so 
lost  to  all  sense  of  honour,  as  to  pledge  himself  publickly 
in  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  universal  cowardice  of 
the  Americans,  when  he  was  conscious  to  himself  that  he 
owed  his  life  to  a  handful  of  them.  When  he  ran  away 
at  Furt  du  Qucsnc,  with  all  his  men,  he  was  rescued  by 
Colonel  Leuis,  with  a  party  of  Virginians,  or  else  he  must 
liave  been  knocked  on  the  head  or  taken  prisoner  ;  and  that 
very  same  Colonel  Leim  bunted  him  through  a\\  America, 
to  call  him  to  account  for  some  disgraceful  words,  but  coidd 
never  bring  him  face  to  face.  And  why  should  not  the 
descendants  of  Britons  have  as  much  courage  as  Britons 
themselves  ?  You  see  they  have  the  same  spirit  of  liberty 
vith  their  great  forelitthers  who  brought  about  the  Revo- 
lution, and  they  will  preserve  that  liberty  or  perish.  There 
is  a  Petition  sent  home  by  the  Congress  to  the  King,  and 
an  Address  to  the  people  o(  Great  Britain;  if  these  are 
treated  with  that  soverei;_m  contempt  which  every  thini;  that 
has  hitheito  come  froia  America,  or  been  said  on  her  be- 


half, has  been,  farewell  forever  to  all  allegiance  and  every 
attachment.  Till  the  fate  of  that  Petition  is  known,  it  is 
the  constant  prayer  of  every  publick  congregational  church 
or  meeting  upon  this  Continent,  to  inspire  the  hearts  of  the 
King  and  his  Parliament  with  wisdom,  moderation,  and 
justice,  to  remove  from  us  all  cause  of  danger  from  a  con- 
tinued pursuit  of  measures  pregnant  with  the  ruin  of  both 
Countries,  that  peace,  union,  and  concord,  may  be  restored, 
and  that  we  may  live  together  in  mutual  love  and  amity  to 
the  end  of  ages. 

However  they  may  be  re|n-esenled  to  him,  the  King  has 
not  more  affectionate  or  more  loyal  subjects  in  any  piu't  of 
his  dominions  than  the  Americans.  They  desire  no  other 
King;  they  wish  not  a  division  from,  or  independence  on 
the  Mother  Country.  They  have  taken  up  arms,  it  is 
true,  in  defence  of  their  lives,  privileges,  and  properties, 
invaded  by  the  machinations  of  a  set  of  Ministers,  at  the 
bottom  equally  inimical  to  both  Countries ;  but  are  ready  to 
lay  them  down,  and  return  within  the  line  of  their  duty, 
whenever  their  just  complaints  are  heard,  and  grievances 
redressed.  U  we  are  rebels,  they  should  consider  who 
made  us  so.  A  sure  way  to  make  rebels  is  to  declare 
people  such  while  innocent,  and  pour  upon  them  all  the  in- 
flictions due  to  that  crime  before  tliey  are  guilty  of  it.  The 
ministerial  agents  are  endeavouriag  to  rouse  the  Indians 
against  us,  and  General  Carleton  is  using  every  method  to 
embody  the  Canadians  to  fall  upon  us,  and  has  actually 
hanged  several  of  them  for  refusing  to  obey  his  mandates. 
Y'e  right  reverend  and  right  righteous  Lords  spiritual,  what 
were  you  thinking  of  when  you  consented  to  the  passing 
of  a  law,  which,  in  effect,  obliges  His  Majesty's  conquered 
Roman  Cathulick  vassals  to  cut  the  throats  of  his  natural- 
born  Protestant  subjects?  Was  there  ever  any  thing 
attempted  equal  to  this  under  the  reign  of  the  worst  of  the 
unhappy  Stuart  family  ?  The  Irish  massacre  was  only  said 
to  be  connived  at  ;  it  is  oidy  a  modern  refinement  in  poli- 
ticks that  Papists  shall  be  compelled  by  law  to  murder 
their  Protestant  neighbours.  To  complete  the  hoiiid  scene, 
the  Governour  of  I'irginia,  the  Captains  of  the  men-of- 
war,  and  mariners,  have  been  tampering  with  our  negroes; 
and  have  held  nightly  meetings  with  them  ;  and  all  for  the 
glorious  purpose  of  enticing  them  to  cut  their  master's 
throats  while  they  are  asleep.  Gracious  God!  that  men, 
noble  by  birth  and  fortune,  should  descend  to  such  ignoble 
base  servility  ! 

You  may  plainly  see  by  these  measures,  that  would  dis- 
grace even  the  Spanish  Inquisition,  that  nothing  will  content 
the  Ministers  but  either  an  absolute  and  tame  submission 
to  their  aibitrary  will,  or  a  total  extirpation  of  all  the  Pro- 
testant Colonies.  As  to  Lord  North's  proposal,  it  is  insult 
added  to  cruelty;  if  it  has  any  meaning  it  is  shortly  this  ; 
You  may  tax  yourselves  after  what  mode  you  please,  but 
we  will  be  judges  of  the  ejiiantum,  and  have  the  sole  dis- 
)iosal  of  the  sums  taxed.  And  this  disposal  may  be  to  buy 
the  venal  Boroughs  the  Ministers  represent,  to  hire  merce- 
naries, or  pay  Roman  Calholick  Armies  to  cut  otn-  own 
throats,  or  feed  a  jiarcel  of  hungry  dependants  to  do  their 
dirty  jobs.  II  our  last  petition  to  the  throne  does  not  suc- 
ceed, there  will  be  a  manifesto  published,  inviting  all  the 
Nations  in  Europe  to  trade  with  us.  The  temptation  is  too 
great,  and  the  advantages  too  considerable  for  them  to 
resist ;  and  if  matters  are  not  compromised,  all  Europe  may 
be  involved  in  tlie  war,  which  I  pray  God  to  avert.  Times 
are  strangely  altered  since  you  left  us.  When  you  knew 
us  we  were  the  happiest  people  upon  earth.  You  spent 
many  happy  days  amongst  us,  made  your  fortune,  and  have 
still  many  friends  here.  Desert  us  not  now  in  our  distress, 
and  let  not  the  tongue  of  slander  vilify  us  without  vindica- 
tion ;  but  if  that  be  now  a  crime  in  your  Country,  you  may 
at  least  pray  for  us,  without  giving  offence  to  either  God 
or  man. 

This  will  probably  be  the  last  time  yon  will  ever  hear 
from  me,  for  next  month  all  conmumicatiun  will  be  cut  oft". 
Farewell;  God  bless  \ou.  T.  T. 


COXNECTICfT  DELEGATES  IN  CONGRESS,  TO  ZEBfLON 
EUTLER. 

Philadelpliin.  AiijTiist  0,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  It  has  been  represented  to  the  Continental 
Congress  that  there  is  givat  danger  of  discord  and  conten- 
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gone  as   KiHi: 
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tion,  if  not  hostility  and  bloodsiied,  between  the  people 
settling  under  Coiuucticut  chiiin,  and  those  under  Feiin- 
sijlvania,  which  would  be  attended  wiih  the  most  uniiappy 
consequences  at  this  time  of  general  calamity,  and  when 
we  want  our  whole  united  strength  to  oppose  our  common 
enemy.  We  are  therefore  desired  by  ti)e  Congress  to  write 
to  you,  and  press  upon  you  the  necessity  of  peace  and 
good  order,  not  only  among  yoiuselves,  but  by  no  means 
to  give  the  least  disturbance  or  molestation  to  the  persons, 
or  pro|)erty,  or  possessions  of  those  settled  under  the  l-'ro- 
prielaries  of /''oi/fsy/iYHuV/,  and  especially  to  the  la 
property,  or  possessions,  of  those  who  a 
into  the  service  of  then-  Country,  to  jc 
Boston. 

The  Delegates  IVqih  tl.'C  Province  of  Vcniis\jh-iiid(i  are 
desired  to  write  to  their  people,  settled  under  the  title  of 
the  Proprietaries,  to  unie  upon  them  the  same  peaceable  dis- 
position towards  the  settlers  under  Connecticut,  and  that  they 
make  no  attempts  upon  their  possessions  or  settlements,  but 
for  both  sides  to  remain  in  peace  and  quiet,  and  be  cautious 
not  to  interfere  in  jurisdiction  oi'  in  the  exercise  of  Govern- 
ment, but  that  they  all  live  together  in  peace  and  good  order, 
and  unite  in  the  greatest  harmony  in  the  common  defence, 
if  there  should  be  occasion.  You  are  desired  to  make  no 
settlements  by  force,  nor  use  any  threats  for  that  purpose. 
Yours,  E.  Dykis, 

U.    SllF.K.MAN, 

S.  Dr. AN. 

To  Z.dulon  Bulla-    IViiomln^. 


NEW-YOItK    DEI.EG.VTKS  TIj    PIIOVIM'IM,   CO.Nra'.liSS. 

riiiliidi'lpliiu,  August,  -.1,  Ml  J. 

Siii:  We  rcceixed  your  letter  by  express  this  morning, 
in  answer  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  inforrji  you  that  we 
have  obtained  an  order  from  Congress  on  the  Continental 
Treasury,  in  your  favour,  for  one  hundred  and  seventy-tive 
thousand  dollars;  but  as  there  is  not  yet  a  suflicient  nnndjer 
of  the  bills  signed  to  answer  the  ihost  pressing  occasions, 
we  imagine  your  draft  cannot  be  answered  before  the  latter 
end  of  next  week.  We  have,  however,  been  able  to  borrow 
about  eight  thousand  Pounds  for  you,  which  we  will  bring 
with  us,  expecting  to  set  out  for  New-  York  this  afternoon, 
the  Congress  having  adjourned  this  morning  till  the  filth  of 
September  next. 

We  are.  Sir,  your  mo^t  obedient  servant-;, 

Pllll.ll'    L.VIN(;STON, 

Gkohgk  Clinton. 

'Vo  Peter  J'an  l>ru'j:li  Livhif^ston,  Esquire. 


CLNEIIAI.  SLIirVLi;|{  'ro  joiin   iiancock. 
[Real  SrpUmiber  13,  1775.] 

Ticoiidorogii,  .\ui,rii.st  2,  177.">. 
Siii:  Since  my  last  I  have  received  the  intelligence  con- 
tained in  the  enclosed  affidavits.  It  is  of  such  a  nature 
that  1  think  it  my  indispensable  duty  to  send  this  by  ex- 
press, that  you  may  judge  of  the  propriety  of  my  making 
the  attenqn  you  have  positively  ordered  in  the  resolutions 
of  the  '27th  of  June  and  'M\  of  Jnbj,  and  for  which  1  am 
preparing  with  unremitting  diligei^ce.  1  clo  most  earnestly 
entreat  that  more  powder  may  be  sent  me,  for  I  find  that 
1  shall  not  have  quite  a  ton  when  the  troops  are  completed 
to  a  pound  a  man,  which  is  not  sufficient  for  any  body  of 
troops  that  must  necessarily  open  batteries. 

This  place  is  in  the  most  defenceless  condition.  Per- 
hajis  it  might  be  projier  to  send  a  small  Committee  to  ex- 
amine the  country,  and  report  whether  this  or  any  other 
place  ought  to  be  fortified,  in  case  it  should  become  neces- 
sary. 

Captain  Smith,  who  has  been  '^cnt  up  by  the  Xcw-York 
Congress,  in  lieu  of  the  former  Captain  who  left  the  sloop, 
arrived  here  a  few  days  ago,  and  has  made  me  a  report  of 
what  alterations  will  be  necessary  to  put  her  into  a  jjroper 
state  of  defcnro.  But  as  1  have  no  carpenters  to  spare,  un- 
less I  (piit  building  boats,  I  have  declined  it  fir  the  present, 
on  which  he  delivered  me  a  paper,  of  which  the  enclosed 
is  a  copy. 

If  Congress  should  think  it  necessary  to  build  vessels  of 
equal  or  superiour  force  to  those  building  at  St.  John's,  a 
number  of  good  ship-carpenters  should   be   immediately 


sent  up  ;  although  this  year  they  would  be  of  no  service  but 
that  of  transporting  troops,  even  if  we  had  them  here,  on 
account  of  the  want  of  powder. 

1  am,  Sir,  most  respectfullx ,  your  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant,  Pn.  Sciiuvi.Kii. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esip,  &cc.  kc. 

Chahlotte  Coi  ntv,  as.: 

John  Diiguiil  being  duly  sworn,  saitli,  that  he  is  a  Xorth 
Britain,  and  has  lived  in  Canada  for  about  sixteen  months 
past ;  that,  by  order  of  the  Commissary-General  there  he 
came  to  St.  John^s  about  a  month  and  a  half  ago  as  a 
cooper  ;  that  he  staid  there  about  four  or  five  weeks,  when 
they  wanted  him  to  continue  in  their  service,  but  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  come  here  and  give  information,  and  that  he 
left  St.  John's  about  twelve  days  ago;  that  his  wife's  rela- 
tions live  on  Esquire  Gilliland's  Patent;  that  when  he 
was  about  to  leave  St.  Johit's,  he  obtained  a  pass  to  go  to 
Missiskoiti,  but  meant  to  go  to  IVillsborovgh,  to  which 
))lace  he  believes  he  could  not  have  got  a  pass ;  that  there 
were  then  at  St.  .fohn's  about  four  hundred  and  eightv 
Regular  Troops,  and  about  one  hundred  and  ten  at  Cham- 
blij,  which  is  about  twelve  miles  distant  from  St.  John's; 
that  the  troops  are  sni)plied  with  provisions  from  Montreal 
and  (^ueberk;  that  there  were  in  store,  when  he  left  St. 
John's,  about  two  weeks  provisions,  but  that  they  had  sent 
to  Montreal  for  provisions  for  two  months,  to  be  lodged 
at  Chamblij,  and  brought  to  St.  Johi's  as  wanted  ;  tliat 
there  are  no  Canadians  at  .SV.  .John's,  except  two  Indian 
inleipreters,  and  about  twenty  others,  with  horses,  euiplov- 
ed  in  drawing  pickets;  that  they  are  making  two  fortifica- 
tions at  S'.  John's,  one  of  which  is  nearly  com|)leted,  on 
which  are  about  eight  field-pieces  mounted,  and  some  small 
mortars;  that  these  were  to  be  taken  down  to  make  room 
for  others  ;  that  between  thirty  and  forty  guns,  of  twelve, 
eighteen,  and  twenty-four  ))ounders,  with  carriages,  were 
landed  at  Chambltj,  but  not  brought  to  St.  John's  when  he 
came  away;  that  be  does  not  believe  they  would  be  brought 
to  St.  John's  till  the  timber  of  the  vessels  was  brought  up 
which  was  framed  at  Chambly,  and  they  were  employed 
in  bringing  it  to  St.  .John's  two  days  before  the  deponent 
came  away;  that  they  had  about  thirty  or  forty  carriages 
employed  in  the  work,  and  expected  a  great  many  more 
the  next  day,  and  thought  to  get  the  timber  there  in  four 
or  five  days,  and  that  by  this  time  he  imagines  the  guns 
are  there;  that  the  timber  belonged  to  JMr.  Bell,  and  was 
seized  at  Chambly;  that  the  keel  of  one  of  the  vessels 
was  between  fifty-three  and  fifty-four  feet  long,  and  that  of 
the  other  between  fifty-five  and  fifty-six  feet,  and  that  they 
are  to  be  built  between  the  fortifications;  that  there  weie 
between  fifty  and  sixty  carpenters;  and  this  deponent  sup- 
poses the  vessels  are  well  advanced  by  this  time,  and  they 
are  to  mount  sixteen  or  eighteen  guns  each,  the  most  oi 
them  twelve  pounders;  that  the  forts  are  square,  and  of 
etjual  dimensions,  and  about  one  hundred  yards  asunder ; 
that  the  south  and  east  sides  are  formed  with  a  ditch  and 
jiarapet,  picketed,  and  the  north  and  west  sides  with  strong 
pickets,  ten  feet  long,  and  the  water  from  the  lake  is  to  be 
let  into  the  ditch  of  the  north  fort ;  that  the  forts  conniiu- 
nicate  by  a  small  breastwoik,  near  the  water-side  ;  that  there 
were  thirty  Indians  at  St.  John's  for  some  time,  and  nine 
anived  there  the  night  before  this  dejionent  left  it,  some 
few  of  whom  are  Caughnawngas ;  that  some  frequently  re- 
tuiu  to  Mimlrtal,  and  others  came  ;  that  he  was  particularly 
informed  by  the  British  Merchants  of  il/o?i<rca/,  that  there 
liad  about  five  hundred  Indians  came  down  with  Colonel 
Johnson  and  Colonel  Clans,  about  one  hundred  of  whom 
this  deponent  saw  at  Montreal ;  that  he  was  informed  the 
remainder  were  at  Lachine ;  that  it  was  reported  these  In- 
(Hans  were  coming  up  the  lakes  to  act  against  the  Colonies, 
when  the  Regulars  were  ready;  that  the  Canadians  will 
not  take  up  arms  on  either  side,  but  wish  to  remain  neuter ; 
that  when  the  ofticers  appointed  by  Governour  Carleton 
attempted  to  force  the  Canadians  to  take  up  arms,  about 
three  thousand  of  them  assembled,  and  obliged  the  officers 
to  quit  their  purpose  and  return  home  ;  that  the  son  oi  M. 
De  ChambeanJt,  one  of  the  principal  seigneurs  in  Canada, 
had  a  commission  to  raise  men,  but  attempting  it  was  dis- 
armed by  the  people,  and  escaped  to  Montreal ;  that  his 
father  came  nest  day,  and  was  obliged  to  go  thither  hke- 
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wise  ;  that  the  Ctinadiaiis  were  headed  by  M.  L' Artifice  ; 
that  they  have  arms,  but  no  amniuiiition  but  what  they  got 
Iroiii  the  merchants,  wlio,  as  this  deponent  understands, 
have  a  considerable  quantity  at  (^ucbcck ;  that  Artijict  and 
two  otiiers  went  to  Governour  Carlcton  at  Montreal,  to 
know  if  it  was  his  positive  orders  to  I'orce  them  to  take  up 
arms  ;  for  if  it  was,  they  were  determined  to  oppose  it  to 
the  last ;  that  he  heard  the  oflicers  at  Clianiblij  had  received 
letters  informing  them  that  four  Regiments  were  expected 
every  day  at  (^uebeck ;  that  about  six  of  the  huliuiis  at 
St.  Johns,  with  an  interpreter,  are  sent  as  spies  once  every 
week,  with  positive  orders  not  to  pass  the  line;  that  the 
country  in  Canada  is  very  ill  oft'  for  provisions,  and  flour 
four  Dollars  per  hundred  at  (-(uebcck,  by  reason  of  the  ex- 
portation to  England,  and  that  the  dry  weather  has  greatly 
injured  their  crops  ;  that  they  have  only  two  small  batteaus 
at  St.  John's,  about  ten  at  Chctmbly,  and  twenty  at  Mon- 
treal, which  may  be  got  up  the  river,  or  over  land,  to  St. 
Jiihns;  that  when  the  vessels  are  finished,  they  propose  to 
bring  them  upon  the  lake  ;  that  this  deponent  heard  of  two 
men  being  taken  with  an  Indian  boy,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  line,  and  the  boy  was  released  ;  that  there  were  three 
armed  schooners,  of  sixty  or  seventy  tons  each,  lying  oti" 
the  mouth  o(  Sorel,  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  conmianded  by 
Algco  La  Force  and  La  Toitrl ;  that  he  thinks  the  num- 
ber of  Regulars  at  Montreal  does  not  exceed  twenty,  and 
that  those  at  Qucbeck  aie  not  more  than  a  company,  and 
most  of  them  sick,  and  about  thirty  recruits  from  England ; 
that  on  a  report  that  the  New-England  peojjle  intended  to 
come  through  the  woods  and  attack  (:^uebeck,  a  Captain 
was  sent  down  to  take  command  of  the  troops  there;  that 
the  Canadians  about  Q«e6et'A:  were  disposed  to  be  neutral, 
as  well  as  those  about  St.  Johns,  but  that  the  priests  and 
seigneurs  were  stimulating  them  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
Colonies  ;  that  on  account  of  the  new  laws,  which  impose 
the  same  taxes  that  were  levied  by  the  King  of  France, 
the  Canadians  are  very  much  disobliged,  and  declare  they 
will  op])ose  the  taxes  to  the  utmost ;  that  there  was  a  report 
in  Canada,  that  an  army  of  fifteen  thousand  men  was  coming 
from  this  way;  that  the  Regulars  determined  when  they 
come  u|j  the  lake,  to  destroy  all  the  settlements  on  this 
side  of  the  line,  particidarly  Mr.  GilUhnuFs.  And  further 
saith  not.  Joii\  DucriD. 

Sworn  this  :2d  day  of  August,  1775,  before  me. 

Ph.  Schuylkh,  Jiulge. 
The  above  Deposition  was  taken  from  the  mouth  oi'tlie 
deponent,  in  the   presence  of  General   Schuyler,  Colonel 
Uininan,  Colonel  Mott,  and  .Major  IVelsh,  by 

John  jMacpheush.v. 

Charlo-itf;  CoiNTY,  to  wit: 

John  Shatforth,  late  of  Yorkshire,  in  Old  England, 
being  dul}-  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  :  That  he  went  from 
Esquire  Gilliland's  Patent  to  .SV.  John's,  about  the  first  of 
May  last,  where  he  has  been  since  employed  in  farming; 
tiiat  his  father  and  mother  live  there;  that  he  procured  a 
pass  from  Major  Preston  to  come  from  St.  John's  to  Mv. 
Gilliland's,  to  harvest,  and  accordingly  left  that  place  the 
'Jlst  o(  July:  that  at  that  time  there  were  about  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty  Regular  Troojis  there,  but  no  Canadians, 
except  two  Indian  interpreters,  and  about  half  a  dozen 
hauling  pickets  for  the  fortifications  ;  that  there  are  between 
thirty  and  forty  Indians  there,  some  of  them  of  the  Caugli- 
ninragus.  and  some  of  the  Messasngas,  who  go  out  for 
S|iies;  that  this  deponent  believes  their  orders  are  not  to 
]iass  the  line,  but  cannot  tell  whether  they  would  act  against 
the  Colonies,  if  required  ;  did  not  hear  that  General  Carlc- 
ton was  enlisting  any  Canadians:  was  informed  by  Mr. 
Duguid  that  there  were  some  Indians  at  Montreal,  hut 
does  not  know  certainly,  as  he  never  was  there  ;  that  he, 
this  deponent,  had  heard  the  Canadians  say  they  wish  to 
remain  neutral  ;  that  the  fortification  at  .SV.  John's  is  a  fort 
with  a  double  row  of  pickets,  and  the  largest  ])ickets  of  it 
are  as  big  as  a  man's  thigh  ;  that  there  are  trenches  on  the 
outside,  and  a  breastwork  on  the  inside  of  the  pickets  ;  that 
they  intend  to  let  water  from  the  lake  into  the  trenches; 
that  he  was  not  allowed  to  go  into  the  fort,  but  supposes  it 
to  contain  about  an  acre  of  ground  ;  believes  they  have 
right  or  ten  guns  mounted,  mortars  included,  and  are  pre- 
paring to  mount  more,  as  they  have  more  embrasures  for 


them  ;  that  the  fort  is  scjuare,  and  without  baslions  ;  that 
there  is  another  fortification  to  the  northward  of  the  one 
described,  and  like  it,  on  which  no  cannon  are  mounted  ; 
that  the  timber,  ready  framed,  was  hauling  by  the  Cana- 
dians from  Chambly,  when  he  left  .SV.  John's,  for  building 
two  schooners,  one  of  which  is  to  be  of  fifiy-four  feet  keel, 
and  the  other  of  fifty-five  ;  that  the  timber  belonged  to  Mr. 
Bell,  and  was  seized  by  the  Regulars  at  Chambly  :  that 
provisions  in  Canada  were  very  scarce,  and  that  flour  was 
the  most  so  ;  that  this  deponent  saw  no  boats  at  St.  John's, 
except  two  small  batteaus,  and  did  not  hear  of  their  having 
any  more  elsewhere  ;  that  more  Regular  Troops  were  ex- 
pected in  Canada,  which  news  ihev  heard  from  (^uebick ; 
that  he  cam;ot  tell  what  other  Troo|is  are  m  ('anada,  but 
that  there  are  some  at  Chambly,  tiioLigh  he  cannot  tell 
their  lumibers.  He  knows  Jidui  Duguid,  who  was  a 
cooper  at  St.  .fohn's,  employed  by  the  Commissary.  That 
the  schooners  were  coming  up  the  lake,  as  soon  as  they 
were  finished  ;  that  he,  this  de|)onent,  lived  better  tlian  half 
a  mile  from  the  Ibrt ;  that  he  lias  not  lately  seen  any  pro- 
visions come  to  St.  John's,  and  all  that  are  brought  must 
pass  by  his  door;  that  he  saw  the  two  men  that  were  taken 
with  the  Indian  boy,  and  believes  they  were  sent  to  I\lon- 
treal ;  that  he  does  not  suppose  the  Canadians  woiAd  take 
it  ill  if  the  Colony  Troops  were  to  pass  the  line ;  that  he 
heard  and  believes  there  were  about  three  thousand  people 
assembled  at  Chambly,  to  defend  themselves  against  being 
forced  to  take  up  arms,  who  did  not  continue  together  above 
two  or  three  days,  but  he  cannot  tell  in  what  manner  they 
were  dispersed  ;  that  the  Canadians  have  arms,  but  no 
ammunition  ;  that  the  Regular  Troops  declared,  that  when 
they  came  up  the  lake,  they  would  destroy  Estiuire  Cilli- 
land's  settlement.      And  further  saith  not. 

John  Shatforth. 

Sworn  this  'id  day  o(  August,  1775,  before  inc, 

Ph.  Schuyler,  Judge. 

The  above  Deposition  was  taken  from  the  mouth  of  the 
deponent,  in  the  presence  of  General  Schui/ler,  Colonel 
IJinman,  Culuucl  Mult,  and  Major  JVelsh,  by 

John  Macpherson. 


Paper  delircrcd  Major-Geiieral  Schuyler  by  Captain 
Smith, 
I  hereby  certify  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that  on  the  1st 
day  of  August,  1775,  by  order  of  Major-General  Schuyler, 
I  took  command  of  the  Sloo|)  Enterprise,  then  lying  at 
Crown  Point,  for  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  and 
find,  by  strict  examination,  the  condition  she  is  now  in,  to 
be  of  very  little  use  to  the  service,  as  I  am  well  assuicd,  in 
the  present  slate,  the  vessel  might  be  easily  taken  by  four 
batteaus,  with  one  swivel  gun  and  ten  men  armed,  in  eaeli : 
as  witness  my  hand  this  'id  day  o(  August,  1775. 

James  Smith,  Commodore. 
To  his  Honour  Major-General  Schuyler,  at  Ticonderoga. 


JOSEPH   TRUMBULL   TO   ,I0HN    HANCOCK. 

Caiiip  at  t^umlii-idge,  August  i,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  kind  favour  of  the  '24th  ult., 
covering  my  commission  from  the  Continental  Congress, 
as  Commissary-General  in  the  American  Army,  and  sin- 
cerely thank  them  for  the  honour  done  me  in  this  appoint- 
ment, and  you  for  your  kind  wish.es  of  happiness.  It  shall 
be  my  constant  and  earnest  endeavoiu'  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  my  trust  to  their  satisfaction,  and  thereby  obtain 
their  a|iprobatlon  therein,  which  will  render  me  happj'. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  obliged  and  obedient  humble  servant, 
Jos.  Trumbull. 
Honourable  John  Hancock. 


ELCKIDI.E   GERRY   TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

ClKiiuber  of  Supplies,  Wateitort-n.  August  2,  1775. 

May  it  PLEASE  YOUR  Excellency:  Colonel  Porter  is 
just  arrived  from  New-York,  and  has  so  far  succeeded  in 
his  business,  that  about  80,000  flints  and  eight  tons  of  lead 
are  expected  here  on  Saturday  next.  It  arrived  at  Hart- 
ford on  Sunday  and  Monday  last. 

Colonel  Campbell,  the  Deputy  Quartermaster,  informed 
Colonel  Porter  at  New-York,  that  fifteen  hoiisheads  of 
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powder  liad  arrived  there,  and  that  he  should  give  your 
Excellency  iinniediate  notice  thereof. 

I  apprehend  we  can  have  iiali'a  ton  of  lead  cast  into  ball 
a  day,  beinj^  provided  with  moulds  sized  fioin  sixteen  to 
thirty-two  balls  to  the  pound  ;  perhaps  twice  that  (luaniity, 
on  emergency. 

Colonel  Burbcck  received  sixteen  half  barrels  oi' powder 
this  mornini,',  before  the  Coimuittee  weie  ap|)rized  of  it  by 
the  Aoent  of  Supplies  ;  but  we  have  given  orders  for  stop- 
jiint;  all  the  annimnition,  unless  expressly  ordered  by  your 
Excellency. 

Colonel  I'orlcr  is  desired  to  wait  on  you  this  afternoon  ; 
and  we  remain,  with  great  resjiect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  Elbiud(;k  Gekuv. 

His  Excellency  General  iVushington. 

P.  S.  The  subject  of  the  letter  last  evening  was  of  such 
a  nature,  that  Mr.  Chcevcr  was  not  made  accjuainted  there- 
with, which  we  mention  to  your  Excellency,  that  your 
mind  may  be  easy  with  respect  to  the  secrecy  of  it. 

Orders  are  to  go  to  Town  iunnediately  for  powder. 


r.ENl':RAL   SULLIVAN  TO   GHNERAL   WASHINGTON". 

Winter  Hill,  Au^nist  2,  1775. 

May  it  plkask  vouh  Excellency:  I  have  examined 
into  the  state  of  the  ammunition  in  my  depavtment,  and 
find  remaining  in  the  magazine,  of  the  powder  supplied 
from  Neiv-HamjJsliire,  nineteen  barrels,  of  one  hundred 
weight  each,  scarcely  any  balls,  and  no  Bints,  except  what 
the  soldiers  are  possessed  of.  They  are  in  general  well 
provided  with  annnimition  for  one  engagement.  We  ha\e 
fifty  rounds  of  cartridges  to  each  cannon  that  is  mounted, 
which  is  all  the  ammunition  in  the  Biigade  assigned  to  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

Jxo.  Sullivan. 
His  Excellency  General  }J'asliiii<:tun. 


new- YORK    COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  met,  Thursdaij,  August  3,  177.3.    Pre- 


sent : 

Isaac  Lc 


■  rio< 


Alex.  McDougall, 
H(-nry  Reinscii,  .S.,im,i'l  nruoiin,  John  Anthony, 

.lohn  LmsIkt,  Dani.-l  ?'.:m-\,  Ht-rculrs  Miilliean, 

Kvort  Banker,  Jacoh  V.,n  Vuurhios,       .lohn  I)e  Lanccy, 

WilJMni  Drnning,  '     Nichol.,s  Bos;  ;rt,  Ahrahani  Walton, 

•lohii  liiooniR,  Wni.  W.  LuJlou-,  (iahii.l  H,  Ludlow, 

Jamrs  Itorkman,  Willi  nn  I!,-(lio«-,  lienjaunn  IClssani, 

.lohn  lirrnan,  .Inlu,  I.anih,  liiciiar.t  Siiarp.', 

VAc.vi.-r  MiU.T,  OlivLT  ■I-rnipk-ton,  Ru-haid  Yi.t.^s, 

William  WalUiii,  .John  Morton,  William  (Joi'orth. 

Mr.  Sears  and  Mr.  Bcrrian,  who  were  appointed  to 
examine  the  Baggage  of  a  ceriain  Mr.  Sintinir,  report, 
that  they  loiind  Letters  in  his  possession,  which  were  |)ro- 
dnced  to  this  Connnittee,  declaring  that  he  is  appointed 
Lieutenant-Governour  of  il7/t7(//t/«a(.'i'i;mcA;;  and  also,  that 
a  certain  Mr.  Hamilton  is  appointed  Lieuteiiant-(ioveriiour 
of  one  of  the  Upper  Governments. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  be  required  to  ap- 
point a  guard  to  attend  Lieutenant-Governour  Sinclair, 
until  the  pleasure  of  the  Provincial  Congress  is  known 
what  further  shall  be  done  with  lijm. 

On  motion,  licsolvcd,  That  a  certain  Mr.  Archer,  who, 
tliis  Committee  are  informed,  is  the  propagator  of  the  re|)ort 
that  the  Continental  Congress  had  passed  a  Resolution  de- 
claring the  Colonies  to  be  in  a  state  of  independence  after 
the  10th  of  March  next,  unless  their  grievances  are  redress- 
ed, be  sent  for  immediately;  and  that  Captain  Fleming, 
Captain  S.  Broome,  and  Captain  Laiiib,  be  a  Committee 
to  request  his  attendance. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  Mr.  Archer,  re- 
turned, and  reported  that  he  was  not  to  be  found. 

It  appearing  to  this  Board,  from  the  examination  of 
George  Coffin,  Master  of  the  Sloop  Ifcnri/,  and  the  decla- 
ration in  writing  of  Mr.  Abraham  U.  Van.  Vlcrlc,  that  he, 
the  said  Abraham  II.  Tan  J'lcck,  hath,  contrary  to  a  Re- 
solution of  the  Continental  Congress,  shijiped  Provisions  to 
the  Island  of  I\'antucket,  on  board  the  said  Sloop  Hc7iry, 
whereof  the  said  George  Cnfiin  went  Master: 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Kissam  and  Yates  wait  on  the 
Provincial  Congress  with  the  above  examination  and  dccla- 
ratioii. 


BROOKHAVE.N    (neW-YORk)   C0.MMITTEE    TO    PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS. 
Brookhaven,  SutFolk  County,  August  3,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  As  well-wishers  to  our  coimtry,  we  cannot 
any  longer  delay  giving  you  an  account  of  the  conduct  of 
sundry  persons  within  the  limits  of  this  Committee  :  Parson 
James  Liijon,  Benjamin  Floyd,  Doctor  Gilbert  Smith, 
Joseph  Denton,  Richard  Floyd,  and  John  Bayleys,  Inn- 
keeper. These  persons  have,  from  the  beginning,  taken 
every  method  in  their  power  to  seduce  the  ignorant  about 
them,  and  to  counteract  every  measure  that  has  been  re- 
connnended  for  the  redress  of  grievances.  They  damn 
all  Congresses  and  Commiilees,  wishing  they  were  in  liell. 
They  have  declared  that  they  will  furnish,  and  it  is  sus- 
pected that  they  have  furnished,  the  men-of-war  and  cutters 
with  provisions. 

Such  conduct,  we  think,  is  insufferable,  and  desire  that 
you  would  be  pleased  to  direct  to  such  measures  as  you 
shall  think  proper  to  siqipress  it. 

By  order  of  the  Brookhaven  Committee: 

Tiios.  Helmk,  Chairman  p.  t. 
To  Peter  J'.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Con- 
gress at  }\ew-York. 

C\PTAIN  DAVID  LYON  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony 
o/ New- York  : 
The  Memorial  of  Capt.  David  Lyon  humbly  slieweth  : 
That  in  the  beginning  of  July  he  was  encouraged  to  ex- 
pect that  he  wouhl  obtain  a  Captain's  commission  in  the 
service  of  this  Colony,  if  lie  could  raise  a  company.  That 
your  memorialist  immediately  began  to  enlist  men,  and 
enuajed  that  if  they  should  be  taken  into  the  service  of 
this  Colony,  their  pay  and  subsistence  should  commence 
from  the  time  of  their  enlistment.  That  your  memorialist 
was  actually  at  the  expense  of  subsisting  a  great  part  of  his 
company  from  the  time  of  their  enlistment  to  the  18th  ult., 
when  they  were  received  into  the  barracks.  That  your 
memorialist  did  not  receive  his  warrant  until  the  14ih  of 
July,  and  should  he  be  left  to  pay  the  wages  and  subsist- 
ence of  his  company  from  the  times  of  the  respective  en- 
listments of  the  men,  it  will  be  a  very  considerable  loss  to 
your  memorialist.  Your  memorialist,  therefore,  iiuinbly 
prays  the  Congress  to  take  the  same  into  consideration, 
and  to  give  your  memorialist  such  relief  and  answer  in  the 
jiremises,  as  in  their  wisdom  they  think  fit  and  right. 

David  Lyon,  Captain. 
NcNv-York,  August  3,  1775. 

The  sub^ci'ibers  conceiving  Captain  J^yon^s  case  to  be 
extremely  hard,  luniihly  request  it  may  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  the  honourable  Congress. 

John  Qlackenboss,         Rud.  Ritzema,  Lieut.  Col. 

RIarinus  Willett,  Herman  Zedtwitz,  Major. 

Gershom  Mott,  John  Johnson,  Capt. 

William  Goforth,  Jacob  Cheeseman,  Capt. 

Aaron  .Austin,  Lieut.      W.m.  Tapp,  (Quartermaster. 

James  W.  Payne,  Lieut.  Richard  Platt,  Lieut. 

John  Bkekman,  Lieut.     John  Brogdon,  Adjutant. 

Daniel  Gano,  Lieut.       Timothy  Hughes,  Lieut. 

Martin  Johnson,  L/cuf.  Wm.  Brown,  Jun.,  Lieut. 

IMatthias  Clark,  Z/tei//.  Ronald  F.  McDoug.u.l,L?. 

JuNA.  Pearcv,  Lieut.      John  A.  McDougall, L/cwf. 

Au.  E.  Brasher,  Lieut. 
To  the  Honourable  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  President  of 

the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Province  of  ^ew- York. 


peter  T.  CURTENIDS  to  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

New- York,  August  3,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  enclosed  is  a  note  I  received  from 
Capt.Lflwi;  should  be  glad  to  have  an  order  from  the  Con- 
gress about  this  matter.  I  have  waited  on  Messrs.  Mur- 
rays  about  the  twenty  pieces  of  duck  and  sixty  pieces  of 
osnaburgh ;  they  request  an  order  from  the  Congress  to  the 
Committee  at  Elizabethtotvn. 

I  have  made  an  inquiry  about  oars,  and  can't  find  above 
one  hundred  and  fifty  in  Town,  ninety-seven  of  which  1 
sent  up  yesterday;  for  the  remainder,  I  have  contracted 
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with  Captain  Bradley  o[  Neir-Ilavm,  to  deliver  them  in 
ten  Of  twelve  days. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  ohedient  servant, 

I'eTF.U  T.   Cl  KTENIOS. 
Thurs.by,  AufTu-t  3,  177.5. 

Sik:  As  I  am  ordered  by  the  Provincial  Conjjress  to 
proceed  (with  my  company)  immediately  to  Ticonderoga, 
1  should  be  <;lad  to  know  as  their  clolhin"  is  to  be  of  a 
better  quality  and  a  ditierent  make,  if  provision  is  made 
for  that  purpose?  1  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 
John  Ijamb. 
To  Pclcr  T.  Curicnius. 

GENT.KAL   SCHUYLER  TO   GOVERNOUR  TUUMBIU.I,. 

Ticonderoga,  August  3,  177.5. 

Sir:  Your  Honour's  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo  was  de- 
livered me  yesterday.  Major  Elmore,  who  is  at  Croim 
Point,  has  applied  to  me  for  leave  to  sell  the  cows,  which 
1  readilv  consented  to.  If  he  had  any  grass  in  this  quar- 
ter, they  mi^ht  probably  become  fit  for  the  knife  by  fall. 
Provision  is  now  coming  up  with  more  speed  than  hereto- 
fore, and  my  fears  of  being  detained  on  that  account  are 
subsided.  1  continue  building  boats ;  but  if  the  accounts 
contained  in  the  enclosed  affidavits*  be  well  founded,  and 
of  which  we  do  not  seem  to  entertain  the  least  doubt,  the 
enemy's  naval  strength  will  be  such  as,  in  all  probability, 
will  prevent  our  getting  down  the  Sorrel  River  to  Si. 
John's,  as  we  suppose  their  vessels  are  nearly  if  not  quite 
finished  by  this  time.  And  although  if  we  had  a  nund)er  of 
carpenters  and  the  necessary  materials,  we  might  soon  con- 
struct vessels  equal  to  theirs,  yet  our  want  of  ammunition 
would  render  them  useless,  for  after  completing  the  troops 
to  a  pound  a  man,  I  shall  not  have  a  ton  of  powder  left. 

The  troops  sicken  alarmingly  fast ;  ninety-two  are  now 
returned  ill  at  this  place,  only  when  we  are  about  five  hun- 
dred strong.  I  wish  they  had  tents,  without  which  they 
must  suffer  incredibly  if  we  should  move  on. 

1  am,  yoLU'  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Philip  Schuyler. 
The  Honourable  Jonathan  Tnunbull,  Esq. 


ETHA.V   ALLEN   TO   GOVERNOUR  TRU.MBULL. 

Ticonderoga,  August  3,  1775. 

noNouKED  Sir:  General  Schuyler  exerts  his  utmost  in 
building  boats  and  making  preparation  for  the  Army  to 
advance,  as  I  suppose,  to  St.  John's,  &c.  We  have  an 
iii-uiiicient  store  of  provision  for  such  an  undertaking, 
though  the  projection  is  now  universally  a|)proved.  Pro- 
visions are  hurrying  forward,  but  not  so  fast  as  I  could 
hope  for.  General  IVooster's  corps  has  not  yet  arrived.  I 
fear  there  is  some  treachery  among  the  Nciv-  York  Tory 
party  relative  to  forwarding  the  expedition,  thoui;h  I  am 
conlident  the  General  is  faithful.  No  troops  li-om  i\civ- 
York,  except  some  officers,  are  yet  arrived,  though  it  is 
given  out  that  they  will  soon  be  here.  The  General  tells 
me  he  does  not  want  any  troops  till  more  [U'ovision  conies 
to  hand,  which  he  is  hurrying,  and  ordered  the  troo|is 
under  General  JVooster  part  to  be  billeted  in  the  mean- 
time at  Albany,  and  part  to  mend  the  road  from  there  to 
hake  Geori^e.  It  is  indeed  an  arduous  work  to  furnish 
an  army  to  prosecute  an  enterprise.  In  the  interim,  I  am 
apprehensive  the  enemy  are  forming  one  against  us:  wit- 
ness the  sailing  of  the  transports  and  two  men-of-war  from 
Boston,  as  is  supposed  for  (^uebeck.  Probably  it  appears 
tliat  the  King's  Troops  are  discouraged  of  making  incur- 
sions into  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay.  Likely 
they  will  send  part  of  their  force  to  overawe  the  Canadians, 
and  inveigle  the  Indians  into  their  interest.  I  fear  the 
Colonies  liave  been  too  slow  in  their  resolutions  and  pre- 
parations relative  to  this  department,  but  hope  they  may 
still  succeed. 

Notwithstanding  my  zeal  and  success  in  my  Country's 
cause,  the  old  farmers  on  the  Neu'-Hampshire  Grct7its, 
who  do  not  incline  to  go  to  war,  have  met  in  a  Com- 
mittee meeting,  and  in  their  nomination  of  officers  for 
the  Regiment  of  Green  Mountain  Boys  who  are  quickly 
to  be  raised,  have  wholly  omitted  me;  but  as  the  com- 
missions will  come  from  the  Continental  Congress,  I  hope 
•  Affidavits  nfJohn  Duguid  and  John  Shatforth,  Fol.  12,  13. 
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they  will  remcndier  me,  as  I  de-ire  to  remain  in  the  ser- 
vice. And  remain  3'our  Honour's  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  Ethan  Allen. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Governour  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut. 

N.  13.  General  Schxiylir  will  transmit  to  }our  Honour 
a  copy  of  the  aliidavits  of  two  intelligent  friends  who  iiave 
just  arrived  from  Canada.  1  ajtprehend  that  what  they 
have  delivered  is  truth.  1  find  myself  in  the  favour  of  the 
officers  of  the  Army  and  the  young  Green  Mountain  Boys. 
How  the  old  men  came  to  reject  me,  I  cannot  conceive, 
inasmuch  as  1  saved  them  from  the  encroachments  of 
New- York.  E.  A. 


SAMUEL    MCriT   TO   COVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga,  August  3,  177,5. 

Honoured  .Sir:  The  evening  before  last,  two  persons, 
who  through  policy  had  obtained  passes  by  the  <:uards  at 
St.  John's,  came  with  me  from  Crown  Point.  I  was  re- 
quired to  assist  in  examining  them  under  oath  before  the 
General,  when  the  substance  of  their  relation  was  as  (ol- 
lows,  viz  :  That  the  King's  Troops  were  thirteen  days  ago, 
when  tliey  came  from  there,  well  fortified  at  St.  John's. 
That  there  was  at  that  place  four  hundred  and  seventy 
Regulars;  at  Chambly,  about  twelve  miles  from  thence, 
about  one  hundred  and  ten  Regulars ;  at  Qiicbeck  about 
eighty  ;  and  at  Montreal  about  twenty.  That  there  were 
at  St.  John's  only  two  Canadians  for  Indian  interpreters, 
and  about  forty  Indians;  and  that  there  were  at  Montreal 
(which  they  had  seen,)  Col.  Guy  Johnson  and  Col.  Claus 
with  five  hundred  Indians,  to  join  the  Regulars.  That 
the  Regulars  were  in  dally  expectation  of  being  joined  by 
four  thousand  Regulars,  who  were  coming  into  the  river 
for  that  purpose.  That  the  Regular  Troops  had  hewed 
and  framed  two  very  large  and  strong  vessels  at  Chambly, 
to  carry  about  sixteen  carriage  guns  each,  which,  before 
they  put  together,  they  had  carted  up  with  one  hundred 
teams  to  St.  John's,  and  were  near  finished  by  this  time. 
They  do  not  suller  any  of  their  people  to  come  over  the 
C'olony  line,  till  they  have  got  ail  their  forces  and  vessels 
ready,  when  their  intent  is  to  come  and  destroy  with  fire 
and  sword  as  far  down  here  and  into  the  country  as  they 
can  penetrate.  The  two  men  who  give  this  account  ap- 
pear to  be  sensible  men,  and  give  a  very  distinct  account. 
They  say  that  about  three  weeks  ago,  an  attempt  was  made 
by  the  English  rebels  to  force  the  Canadians  to  take  up 
arms  against  the  Colonies,  by  putting  to  death  a  number 
in  each  Parish  on  their  refusal,  when  about  three  thousand 
Canadians  rose  to  defend  themselves  in  a  body,  and  dis- 
armed one  of  their  countrymen  who  had  a  commission  Ironi 
Governour  Carleton,  and  determined  to  defend  themselves; 
wdien  Carleton,  on  finding  their  disposition  to  resist,  got  them 
(hspersed  and  easy,  by  telling  them,  that  although  he  had 
issued  a  Proclamation  to  invite  them  to  take  arms,  yet  he 
had  no  design  to  force  them,  &ic.  They  say  farther,  that 
the  Canadians  will  not  take  ai'nis  against  us,  unless  dra- 
gooned into  it  by  the  appearance  of  a  numerous  army  of 
Regulars.  The  Canadians  are  generally  armed,  but  lia\e 
little  or  no  ammunition,  otherwise  it  is  most  likely  they 
would  rise  in  opposition  to  the  present  measures,  as  they 
are  highly  incensed  at  the  restoration  of  the  old  Frene/t 
laws,  with  their  priestly  and  other  burdens. 

August  4. — The  English  rebels  have  lately  taken  t«o 
of  our  men  prisoners,  who  went  to  carry  down  an  Indian 
scholar  who  came  from  Doctor  JVheclock's  college.  We 
are  here  in  a  pitiful  condition,  the  men  seem  much  in- 
clined to  a  seditious  and  mutinous  temper;  if  we  were  to 
attempt  to  go  forward  now  after  leaving  the  sick  and  enough 
to  keep  the  garrisons,  we  could  not  go  more  than  eight  or 
nine  hundred  strong  at  most,  which  would  be  inadequate. 
1  never  yet  knew  an  army  so  illy  provided  for  as  this  has 
been.  A  great  part  of  the  time  since  we  have  been  here, 
we  have  had  not  more  than  one,  two,  three,  or  four  days' 
provisions  at  most,  and  some  times  not  enough  to  provision 
the  people  as  fa=t  as  it  became  due.  By  all  the  appear- 
ances of  the  conduct  of  the  Province  of  New- York,  they 
still  are  unsound  at  heart;  they  make  a  great  noise,  and 
send  forward  a  few  officers  to  command,  &c.,  and  all  the 
carpenters  and  artificers  who  are  to  have  extra  pay;  but  I 
believe  as  to  soldiers  in  the  service,  tliey  are  not  more  than 
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one  hundred  and  fifty  strong  at  all  the  posts  this  side 
Albany;  and  it  is  feared  by  many  discerning  men,  that 
even  their  Provincial  Congress  have  scarcely  a  majority 
who  are  sound  friends  to  the  cause.  1  could,  if  1  were 
present,  give  your  Honour  two  or  three  striking  instances 
of  their  liypocrisy,  which  1  should  not  be  safe  in  conveying 
in  this  way,  and  one  of  which  I  am  obliged  to  keep  an 
entire  secret  to  myself  until  I  leave  the  service.  We  hear 
Colonel  fVater/turi/'s  Regiment  will  arrive  at  Fort  George 
to-day  or  to-niorrovv,  so  that  we  have  a  prospect  of  being 
more  strong  in  numbers.  But  the  utensils  I'or  such  an  ex- 
jicdition  have  come  forward  so  slowly,  tiiat  we  are  as  yet 
destitute  of  suitable  water-craft,  gun-carriages,  and  other 
materials  to  go  forward  ;  yet,  we  are  niaking  preparatit)ns 
as  fast  as  possible.  1  had  yesterday  got  out  a  number  of 
carpenters  for  making  travelling  carriages  for  the  guns, 
which  I  was  obliged  to  dismiss  for  three  or  four  days,  till 
more  broad-axes,  &ic.,  shall  arrive  ;  and  in  this  manner 
every  thing  has  dragged  and  gone  heavily.  We  have,  in- 
deed, within  these  few  days,  got  something  of  provisions 
albrehand,  and  1  wish  we  may  get  ready  and  go  forward,  for 
I  had  rather  venture  Ibrward  now  with  fifteen  hundred  men, 
than  with  three  thousand  one  nionlli  hence.  Besides,  I 
would  much  rather  go  against  an  enemy  with  equal  num- 
bers, than  to  have  them  come  against  me  when  1  have 
iliree  to  their  two,  for  1  think  the  advantage  of  the  besieger 
ij  be  full  in  that  proportion,  which  doctrine  1  think  may  be 
maintained  on  rational  principles.  1  take  it,  that  the  reason 
of  oin'  not  being  in  better  preparation  here,  is  owing  to  the 
nei;ligence  of  Neiv-  York.  This  is  a  very  unhealthy  place, 
the  people  sickly  with  the  fever  and  agues  many  of  them, 
and  some  with  fluxes,  but  none  died  here  yet. 

The  General  drives  things  on  as  fast  as  he  can,  consider- 
ing what  hinderance  he  has  for  want  of  nails,  &:c.;  and  I 
believe  him  to  be  a  very  resolute  good  officer.  But  what 
can  be  done  in  the  war  with  but  few  men  and  less  pro- 
visions and  ammunition,  and  not  a  tent  to  encamp  the  men 
in  ?  1  had  intended  to  have  gone  down  home  before  now, 
as  I  came  away  without  any  necessary  baggage,  he,  but 
cannot  yet  persuade  the  General  to  be  willing.  1  had  some 
other  things  to  mention,  but  the  post  will  not  tarry  longer, 
as  he  cannot  detain  the  boat.  I  hope  your  Honour  will 
pardon  the  inaccuracy  of  this,  as  I  am  obliged  to  write  in 
so  much  hurry  that  I  cannot  peruse  it  over.  I  wish,  if  we 
don't  go  forward  soon,  that  I  may  come  down  and  see  your 
Honour,  when  I  could  tell  things  more  fully. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  Honour's  most  hmnble  obedient  servant, 
Saml-kf,   IMOTT. 
Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull. 


GOVERNOUR   TRUMUlLIj  TO  GKNEUAL  SCHIYLKK. 

Lr.banoii,  August  3,    1775. 

Sir:  By  information  of  Mr.  Ichnbod  Fitch,  the  bearer, 
a  great  number  of  gnn-bnrrels,  locks,  &ic.,  are  perishing 
at  Tkonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  which,  with  care  and 
expense  to  get  the  same  repaired,  cleansed,  and  stocked, 
may  be  rendered  useful.  If  you  please  to  give  him  or 
some  other  suitable  person  orders  to  collect,  get  appraised, 
and  send  down  such  as  are  valual)li!  by  the  empty  teams 
which  return  into  this  Colony,  our  workmen  will  repair 
them,  and  the  value  be  duly  accounted  for. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  vour  obedient 
and  humble  servant,  ,1.  TuiMitn.i,. 


To  the  Ht 


hie  .Mujor-General  Schuijl,: 


SIAJOIl  TriTEU   TO  I.K,: 


boats,  and  probably  killed  sundry  of  their  crew,  as  the 
enemy  approached  within  two  hundred  yards. 

On  our  side  we  lost  one  man  only  ;  had  two  just  grazed 
with  balls.  We  stove  one  of  our  boats  and  was  obliged 
to  leave  it.  We  lost  seven  small-arms,  part  of  which  were 
lost  in  landinL';  as  the  rocks  were  very  steep,  some  ol  the 
party  slipped  and  let  go  their  guns  to  save  themselves; 
and  we  have  tuenty-five  small-arms  and  accoutrements 
brouiiht  olf  with  us,  and  conceive  there  were  more  taken, 
but  have  been  secreted  by  some  of  the  party. 

The  above  is  as  just  and  exact  an  account  as  1  am  able 
to  give;  who  am  your  most  ol)edient  humble  servant, 

Br.NJA.MlN   Tl  I'fUR. 

To  General  Gates,  at  Cambridge. 


Lieutenant  CharUx  Siuiih,  liom  Ihbron,  in  Connecticut, 
whose  occupation  was  a  tailor,  entered  into  the  service  in 
Colonel  Sergeant's  Regiment  and  Captain  Hart's  Com- 
pany. He  was  apprehended  and  confined  for  stealing  a 
silver  watch  from  Jacob  Low,  in  said  Regiment ;  he  passed 
the  sentries,  and  absconded  on  the  first  instant  in  the  even- 
ing. His  stature  is  about  five  feet  eight  inches  high;  had 
on  a  good  laced  hat,  and  a  gold  ring  on  one  of  his  fingers ; 
wears  a  black  coat  or  cahco  gown,  and  black  velvet 
breeches ;  he  is  rather  of  a  dark  complexion,  has  some 
pock-marks  on  his  face,  is  a  rugged  trim  made  man,  and 
somewhat  talkative.  He  has  used  several  very  ill  in  said 
company.  Whoever  will  take  up  the  said  deserter,  and 
produce  him  either  to  Colonel  Sergeant  or  Jacob  Low,  of 
whom  the  watch  was  stolen,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  hand- 
some reward. 

BUCKS  COUNTY  (PKNN'SYl.V ANI a)  COMMITTEE. 

Burks  County,  August  4,  1775. 

Wlieieas,  the  Committee  of  Safety  appointed  by  the 
Assembly  of  Fcnnsi/loania,  have  reijuested  the  Commit- 
tees of  the  several  Counties  in  this  Province  to  make  a 
return  to  them  of  all  the  Officers  of  the  Military  Associa- 
tion, in  order  that  connnissions  may  be  made  out  for  them 
agreeable  to  a  late  resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress  ; 
and  as  the  several  Committees  are  also  requested  to  make 
a  return  of  the  number  of  the  Associators,  and  also  of  the 
INon-Associators  within  their  respective  Districts :  The 
Special  Committee  of  this  County  do  therefore  request  the 
Colonels  of  the  several  Battalions  to  furnish  the  Conmiittee, 
at  their  next  general  meeting,  to  be  held  at  the  house  of 
John  Bogart,  in  the  Township  q( Buckingham,  the  twenty- 
first  instant,  with  lists  of  all  the  Officers  within  their  Dis- 
tricts. And  the  several  Captains  are  also  requested  to 
furnish  the  Conunittee,  at  the  same  time,  with  exact  lists 
of  the  Associators  and  Non-Associators  within  their  respec- 
tive Townships. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

Joseph  Haut,  President. 

N.  B.  All  concerned  are  desired  to  attend  precisely  at 
ten  o'clock.  

ItiK-ks  C.unty,  Aujust  1,  1775. 

Whereas  1  have  spoken  injuriously  of  the  distressed  peo- 
ple of  the  Town  of  Boston,  and  disrespectfully  of  the  mea- 
sures prosecuting  for  the  redress  of  American  grievances: 
I  do  hereby  declare  that  1  am  heartily  sorry  for  what  I  have 
done,  voluntarily  renouncing  my  former  principles,  and 
]iromise,  for  the  future,  to  render  my  conduct  unexception- 
able to  my  countrymen,  by  strictly  adhiM-ing  to  the  measures 
of  the  Congress.  Thomas  Merkdith. 


Sir:  I  am  now  able  to  give  a  more  particular  account 
of  the  expedition  to  the  Light-House  than  when  1  saw  you 
before.  I  find,  by  examination,  that  we  killed  six  persons 
on  the  spot,  one  of  which  was  a  Lieutenant ;  that  we  have 
five  marines  and  one  tory  in  the  hospital  ;  that  one  died  of 
liis  wounds  before  he  arrived  at  Rovburij;  that  one  woman 
and  a  lad  is  still  at  Dorchester;  so  that  adding  the  fifteen 
above  mentioned  to  the  thirty-eight  which  General  JVard 
sent  over  to  Cambridge,  makes  fifty-three  killed  and  taken. 
Major  Crane,  with  his  field-jiiece,  which  was  planted  on 
Nantasket  Beach  to  cover  our  retreat,  sunk  one  of  their 


NEW-YOUK   committee. 

The  Committee  met,  Friday,  August  4, 1775.  Present : 

Jiyva 


Samuel  Bi-oouic,  .Nic-liolas  Dogart, 

Cornelius  P.  Low,  I.incastrr  Hurlin 

Jacob  Van  Voorluos,  Francis  liassclt, 

Jolin   Uronme,  Victor  B.ckcr, 

(rtrardnsDuyckinck,  Ifohert  Kay, 

Thcopliilus  Anthony,  Lewis  Pintard, 

Daniel   Dunscomb,  Joseph  Totten, 

Kiiwanl  Fleiuu.g,  Richard  Sharpe, 

Kv.  rt  Danker.  K.l"a7,er  Miller, 

VVilUain  D.nniii.r.  Au;:.  Van  IL.rn, 

Nicholas  Roosevelt,  William  Beulow, 


Johi 


Inin  P.  Lott, 
M-  Teniuleton, 
Iteade, 
Ahraham  Duryee, 
John  Berri.an, 
Hercules  IMulIigan, 
Tliomas  Randall, 
(roorge  Janeway, 
Win.  W.  Ludlow, 
John  M.  Scott, 
Al.x.  McDougall, 
John  Lamb. 
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Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Sharp,  Pintard,  Templelon,  and 
JV.  Ludlow,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  Mr.  Archer,  said 
to  be  on  board  His  Majesty's  ship-of-war  the  Asia,  and 
make  inquiry  by  what  authority  he  propagated  the  report 
respecting  the  Resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress  for  a 
state  of  independence. 

The  Committee  returned,  and  reported  that  the  said  Mr. 
Archer  was  not  on  board  the  Asia. 

Whereas,  a  report  has  been  industriously  propagated  in 
this  City  that  the  Continental  Congress  bad  passed  a  Re- 
solve, that  unless  American  grievances  were  redressed  by 
the  first  of  jl/(i;rA,  these  Colonies  should  be  independent 
of  Great  Britain:  And  whereas  this  Committee  have 
made  strict  inquiry  into  the  same,  and  find  that  one  Mr. 
Archer,  lately  from  Philadelphia,  was  the  original  pub- 
lisher of  the  said  report,  and  have  endeavoured,  by  all 
means  in  their  |)ower,  to  procure  the  attendance  of  the  said 
Mr.  Archer  before  this  Board,  to  declare  by  what  authority 
be  propagated  the  said  report,  but  find  that  he  is  concealed 
in,  or  withdrawn  from  the  City:  And  whereas  this  Com- 
niiitee  are  satisfied,  from  the  best  authority,  that  such  report 
is  false  and  groimdless  ;  therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  author  of  such  report  is  guilty  of 
a  malicious  attempt  to  represent  the  Continental  Congress 
as  intending  to  cast  off  the  connexion  and  dependance  of 
the  Colonies  on  Great  Britain,  and  thereby  to  widen  the 
unhappy  breach  already  subsisting  between  them. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee  that  the 
said  false  and  malicious  report  was  also  calculated  to  create 
dissensions  in  the  Colonies,  and  to  weaken  their  confidence 
in  the  Continental  Congress,  and,  therefore,  that  the  author 
of  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  an  enemy  to  this  Country. 

Whereas,  the  Continental  Congress,  by  their  Resolve  of 
the  twenty-seventh  jT/n;/ last,  ordered  that  no  Provisions  of 
any  kind  be  exported  to  the  Island  of  Nantucket,  except 
from  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts,  from  whence  they  were 
to  he  supplied  with  Provisions  only  for  their  internal  use  ; 
and  the  said  Congress  deeming  it  of  great  importance  to 
North  America  that  the  British  Fishery  should  not  be  sup- 
plied with  Provisions  from  this  Continent  through  Nan- 
tucket, did,  by  their  said  Resolve,  earnestly  recommend  a 
vigilant  execution  thereof  by  all  Committees  :  And  where- 
as it  appears  to  this  Conimittee,  by  the  confession  of  Abra- 
ham H.  fnn  f7ecA-,  of  this  City,  merchant,  and  the  exami- 
nation of  George  CoJ/in,  that  the  said  Abraham.  li.  T\in 
T'leck,  being  owner  of  the  Sloop  Henry,  (whereof  the  said 
George  Coffin  was  master)  did,  about  the  twenty-third  of 
June  last,  send  from  this  Port  the  said  Sloop,  laden  with 
Provisions,  to  Nantucket,  on  account  and  risk  of  the  said 
Abraham  H.  T^an  T'leck,  and  that  the  said  George  Coffin 
sold  the  same  there  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants:  And 
whei'eas  it  also  appeal's,  on  the  said  examination  and  con- 
fession, that  the  said  Abraham  H.  f  on  Vleck  hath  again, 
during  this  present  week,  laden  the  said  Sloop  at  New- 
York  with  Provisions  for  a  like  voyage  lo  Nantucket,  and 
that  the  said  George  Coffin  was  to  proceed  on  the  same  as 
Master  of  the  said  Sloop,  but  was  detected  in  such  design, 
and  the  vessel  and  cargo  detained  by  this  Committee: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Examination  of  the  said  George 
Coffin,  and  the  Confession  of  the  said  Abraham  H.  J'an 
fleck,  be  published  in  the  several  ]Newspa[iers  in  this 
Colony. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  said  Abraham  11.  J 'an  Tlcck, 
and  George  Coffin,  have  knowingly  violated  the  before- 
mentioned  Resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the 
General  Association  entered  into  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
City  and  County. 

■i.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  said  Abraham  H.  Van 
T'leck,  and  George  Coffin,  have  severally  acted  inimically 
to,  and  been  guilty  of  a  high  infringement  of  the  Associ- 
ated American  Colonies. 


CONFESSION  OF  ABRAHAM  n.  VAN  VLECK. 

Gentlemen  :  I  acknowledge  to  have  bargained  with 
George  Coffin,  about  the  latter  end  of  May  last,  for  the 
sloop  Henry,  of  which  I  was  owner;  but  as  our  agreement 
fell  through,  I  then,  by  advice  of  the  said  George  Coifin, 
concluded  to  load  her  for  Nantucket  with  a  cargo  of  pro- 
visions, and  gave  the  command  of  the  vessel  to  him.  Soon 
after  the  resolve  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress 


was  made  publick,  respecting  the  non-exportation  of  pro- 
visions to  said  place,  notwithstanding  which,  through  igno- 
rance of  the  consequences,  and  a  strong  imagination  that 
it  would  not  hurt  the  cause  of  America,  I  very  imprudently 
proceeded  to  load  the  said  sloop  for  Nantucket ;  for  which 
place  the  said  George  Coffin  immediately  went,  and  on  his 
arrival  there  was  solicited  by  the  inhabitants  to  go  to  New- 
York,  and  return  as  soon  as  possible  with  another  load,  as 
they  were  in  great  want  of  provisions  ;  and  she  was  nearly 
completed  loading  with  a  like  cargo,  on  the  same  event  as 
last  voyage  at  this  period.  The  vessel  and  both  cargoes 
were  owned  entirely  by  me,  and  no  person  whatever,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  had  any  share  or  part  in  the  same. 
And  I  likewise  most  solemnly  exculpate  my  father,  Hen r(/ 
T'an  T'leck,  (who  has  been  out  of  Town  a  long  time,)  and 
every  other  person,  from  having  any  knowledge  in  the 
matter,  and  I  w  ill,  if  required,  satisfy  the  same  by  an  oath. 
Now,  gentlemen,  after  having  made  this  open  confession,  I 
throw  myself  on  the  mercy  of  my  Country,  hoping  that 
every  indulgence  will  be  allowed  me  consistent  with  the 
interest  of  the  publick.  I  can  and  do  appeal  to  my  fellow- 
citizens,  that  I  never  did,  in  any  one  instance,  transgress 
against  the  Wherlies  of  America ;  and  had  I  thought  the 
provisions  shipped  by  the  aforementioned  vessel  would 
have  fell  into  the  bands  of  the  King's  Troops,  no  consider- 
ation whatever  could  have  induced  me  to  have  sent  the 
same. 

1  again  beg  leave  to  crave  the  lenity  of  the  publick  ;  and 
am,  Gentlemen,  your  and  their  most  devoted  servant, 

Abraham  H.  Van  Vleck. 

1  further  certify  that  Capt.  George  Coffin,  on  his  voyage 
to  I^antucket,  had  orders  to  sail  out  of  Sandy-Hook,  and, 
on  his  voyage,  to  avoid  all  vessels  he  should  happen  to 
meet  or  see,  and  not  to  speak  to  any  vessel  whatever  until 
he  got  to  Nantucket,  in  order  to  avoid  his  falling  in  the 
way  of  any  of  the  King's  vessels  which  might  carry  him 
into  Boston.  Abraham  H.  Van  Vleck. 


examination  of  GEORGE  COFFIN. 

George  Coffin  says,  that  after  the  account  received  of 
the  Congress  not  to  ship  provisions  to  Nantucket,  the 
examinant,  being  Master  of  the  sloop  Henry,  did  take  on 
board  the  said  sloop  at  Neie-York,  a  cargo,  or  part  of  a 
cargo  of  provisions  for  Nantucket,  w  hich  belonged  to  Abra- 
ham H.  T'an  Vleck  of  this  City ;  that  the  said  vessel  also 
belonged  to  him,  the  said  T'an  T'leck.  That  the  exami- 
nant sailed  with  the  said  vessel  and  cargo  to  Nantucket, 
and  there  sold  the  cargo,  but  had  liberty  from  said  T'an 
T'leck  to  go  to  the  Jf'est-lndies  if  he  thought  fit.  That 
the  cargo  of  provisions  now  on  board  the  said  sloop  also 
belongs  to  the  said  Abraham  H.  T'an  Vleck,  and  was 
shipped  with  intention  to  go  to  Nantucket.  That  the  cargo 
first  above  mentioned  was  sold  for  the  use  of  the  inhabi- 
tants at  Nantucket.  That  he  thinks  he  was  about  three 
days  taking  in  the  first  cargo,  and  thinks  that  the  vessel  was 
cleared  out  immediately,  or  very  soon  after  the  first  cargo 
was  taken  on  board,  and  thinks  the  vessel  sailed  the  next 
day  after  she  was  cleared  out.  That  when  the  vessel  sailed 
on  the  said  voyage,  the  examinant  knew  he  was  contra- 
vening the  order  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

George  Coffin. 


SAMUEL    MOTT  TO   GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga,  August  1,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  Continental  Congress,  in  their  arrangement  of 
the  Army,  have  allotted  for  this  Northern  Army  one  chief 
Engineer,  and  two  under  Engineers,  but  the  particular  ap- 
jidiiitments  of  the  persons  is  not  yet  come  ;  if  they  should 
appoint  me,  1  had  determined  if  in  my  power  to  have 
Captain  Noah  Phelps  for  one  of  the  two  assistants ;  but 
this  remains  an  uncertainty  till  we  hear  further  from  the 
Congress.  I  could  wish  that  your  Honour's  son,  who  is  the 
good  draftsman  and  picturer,  was  introduced  into  this  branch 
of  business. 

'Tis  to  be  feared  that  the  enemy,  having  collected  the 
chief  of  our  strength  ai  Boston,  will  make  a  sudden  move- 
ment round  this  way,  and  overpower  our  little  Army  here, 
and  penetrate  the  country ;  but  I  hope  the  Colonies  will 
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])ro\  ide  a^'aiiist  sucli  a  catastrophe ;  we  are  too  scarce  of 
po'.'.dcT  to  do  rnucli  with  ariillery. 

1  sliould  be  glad  in  your  Honour's  next  letter  to  the 
General,  that  you  would  intimate  your  wdlin^iie^s  iliat  I 
sliould  take  a  short  tour  doun  and  return  again,  if  the  ser- 
vice will  admit  of  it. 

1  u::i.  Sir,  your  Honour's  most  humble  servant, 

Samuki.  .Mott. 
'J'n  liiS  Honour  Governour  Trumbull. 

x.iv.Vork,  A.iL'i'-t  -1.  i:::,. 

Uhereas,  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  A\:m'- 
y  rli  hath  resolved  and  ordered  as  follows,  that  is  to  say  : 
That  \\\e  ^nv-York  Re>;iment  be  the  First,  or  senior  He- 
^iment  of  the  Troops  raised  in  this  Colony,  and  take  rank 
aiX'ordinjrly  ;  and  unanimously  approved  oi  Alexander  JSlc- 
Doiigall  for  C^ilonid,  lludolphvs  Ritzema  for  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  and  Ilrrman  Zedndtz  for  .Miijorof  the  First  Re- 
gim-nt. 

'i  hal  (lOosc  T'lin  Scltaick's  RcL^iment  be  the  Second 
Rej^inient,  and  take  rank  accoi'dingly  ;  and  unanimously 
approved  of  Cioo.se  Von  Srlinick  for  Colonel,  looter  Yales 
for  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Peter  Gansevoort,  Jun.,  for 
M.ijjr  of  the  Second  Retrinient. 

That  James  Clintan's  Regiment  be  the  Third  Reglinent, 
and  take  rank  accordinudy  ;  and  unanimously  approved  of 
.James  Clinton  for  Colonel,  Cjrnelius  D.  JVynknop  for 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Henrij  Livingston,  Jun.,  for  5lajor 
ol'  the  Third  Reijinient. 

That  James  Holmes's  Regiment  be  tlie  Fourth  Regi- 
mcnl,  anil  take  rank  accordingly  ;  and  inianijiiously  ap- 
|-/roved  of  James  Holmes  for  Colonel,  I'liilip  J'an  Corllandt 
for  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Barnabas  Tutkill  for  .Major  of 
the  Fourth  Regiment. 

And  whereas  the  Provincial  Congress  have  aiipointeii  a 
Committee  to  form  and  determine  the  rank  of  the  Captains 
and  inferiour  Officers  in  each  Regiment,  and  of  the  Cap- 
tains and  inferiour  OtRcers  of  the  several  Regiments: 

The  said  Committee  being,  therelbre,  met  to  execute 
tlie  powers  to  them  delegated  bv  the  Provincial  Congress, 
unanimously  elected  Colonel  Jacob  Blackurll,  Chairman 
of  the  said  Commiltee,  and  Jo/ui  McKesson  for  their  Clerk. 

And  the  said  Committee  having  maturely  and  delibe- 
rately considered  of  the  rank  of  the  Captains  and  inferiour 
Officers  in  each  Regiment,  and  of  the  rank  of  the  Cap- 
tains and  inferiour  Oflicers  of  the  several  Regiments ;  do 
resohe,  agree  and  order,  that  the  oflicers  of  each  re- 
spective Reuimcnt  shall  take  rank  and  command  in  their 
res|)ective  Regiments  in  the  order  they  stand  above  num- 
jjered  ;  and  that  the  Officers  of  the  several  Regiments 
when  they  serve  together,  shall  take  rank  and  command 
according  to  the  seniority  of  their  Regiments,  and  their 
numbers  in  their  respective  Regiments,  that  is  to  say,  that 
tlie  first  or  highest  in  rank  of  the  first  or  oilier  senior  Re- 
I'lment  present,  shall  command  the  officers  of  er|ual  or  infe- 
liom-  lank  of  any  other  Regiment  present.  That  a  First 
(."apiain  iu  any  Regiment  shall  always  comniand  a  Second 
Captain  in  any  other  Regiment.  That  the  First  Lieuten- 
ant of  till'  first  Company  of  the  First  or  other  senior  Re- 
;;imi'iit  then  piesent,  shall  conniiand  all  other  Lieutenants 
pi-i,'=ent  ;  and  the  First  Lieutenant,  in  any  first  Cojiipanv  of 
any  Regiment,  shall  coinmand  the  Fii-1  LieuliMianl  in'lhe 
second  Compan\  n\'  ;iin  oilier  Rcuinieiit  then  ine^cnl; 
piid  in  the  like  umI.t  llmni^hout  tiie  uholeofllie  ^aid  four 
Kcgimeiils.      B)  order  ol   the  Committee: 

Jacob  I3i,ackvvf.i.i,,  Chairrjion. 
Atten  :  .John  .McKk-so.n,  Clerk. 


Stole  of  tlie  Four  Regiments  rai.sid  in  the  ('.di}ni/  oJ"Sk\\- 
YitKK.,  for  lite  Conlinaital  Serrici ,  and  tin  order  of 
their  rank. 

First  Rr.ci.MK.Nr. 

Alexander  McDougall,  Co/o))</,      -     -  June . '30111. 

Rudolphus  Ritzema,  Lieut.  Colonel,   -  do. 

Herman  Zedtwitz,  Major,  ...     -  July  1.5tli. 

John  Brogdon,  Adjutant,    -     .     -     .  June  3()ih. 

Isiael  Evans,  Chaplain,       -     .     -     -  August  .'Jd. 

William  Tap,  (^uartinca-tfr,  -     -     -  July  5th. 


1st.  Frederick  V.  Weisenfels,  Captain,  - 
John  A.  McUougall,  First  Lieutenant 
Uichard  Piatt,  Second  Lieut. 

■2(i.     .Marinus  Willet,  Captain,    -     -     .     . 
William  Gilliland,  First  Lieutenant, 
Leonaid  Bleecker,  Second  Livut.  -     ■ 

;Jd.     John  Johnson,  Captain,      -     -     .     . 
William  Brown,  First  Lieutenant, 
Abraham  E.  Brasher,  Second  Lieut.    - 

4tli.  Wilham  Goforth,  Captain.  -  -  • 
James  W.  Pavne,  F/nr  Lieutenant.  ■ 
Ronald  S.  McDougall,  Second  Lieut. 

5ili.  Jacob  Cheeseman,  Captain,     -     -     - 
Aaron  Austin,  First  Lieutinant, 
John  Houston,  Second  Lieut.        -     - 

6th.   Richard  Varick,  Captain,  - 
John  Copp,  First  Lieutenant, 
Daniel  Gano,  Second  Lieutenant, 

7th.  Gcrshom  Mott,  Cajitain,  -  -  -  - 
Benjamin  Pehon,  First  Liiutenant,  - 
Timothy  Hughes,  »S'tfo;)</ i,/( I//.    - 

8th.  John  Quackenboss,  Captain,  -  -  - 
Jonathan  Pearcy,  First  Lieutenant,  - 
Garret  Van  Wagener,  Second  Lieut. 

9tli.  Benjamin  Ledger,  Captain, 

Digby  Odium,  First  Lieutenant. 
James  M.  Hughes,  Second  Lieut. 

10th.  David  Lyon,  Captain. 

Mattliias"Clarke,  First  LAiutenant. 
John  Beekman,  Second  Lieut.       -     - 
John  L.  L\nn,  Sunscon,     -     -     -     - 
Hunlock  Woodruir,"i'7^5;  Mate,     -     - 

Seco.ni)  Rkgijient. 

Goose  Vau  Schaick,  Colonel,  -     -  - 

Peter  Yates,  Lieut.  Colonel,    -     -  - 
Peter  Ganse\oort,  Jr.,  M(jor. 
Henry  Van  Woerdt,  (•luartermaster. 
John  Tillman,  Adjutant. 

1st.    John  Fi-her,  Cajitain,   -      -     -      -  - 

(jeiijamin  Evans,  First  Lieut tuant,  - 

Joseph  Fitch,  Second  Lieut.    -     -  - 

2d.  Cornelius  Van  Dyck,  Captain.  -  - 
Cornelius  Van  S\yck.  First  Lieutenant, 

Guy  Young,  Second  Lieut.     -     -  - 

.'id.     Parent  J.  Ten  Eyck,  Captain,     -  - 

Dirck  Hansen,  First  Lieutenant,  -  - 

John  G.  Lansing,  iS'(f')/irfij(f(i/,    -  - 

4ili.  Christopher  P.  Yates,  Captain,  -  - 
Andrew  Fink,  Jr..  First  Lieutenant,  - 
John  KeysGY,  Jr.,  Second  Lieut.    -     - 

5th.  George  White,  Captain. 

Jervis  Mudge,  First  Limtcnnnt. 
Eleazer  Grant,  Second  JJtut. 

6lh.   Ilezekiah  Baldwin,  Captain,    -     - 
INatlianiel  Rowley,  First  Liiutenant, 
Rnseuell  Beebee,  Second  Lieut.  - 

7th.  Joseph  McCracken,  Captain,  -     - 
Moses  Mai  tin.  First  Lieutenant, 
Joliii  Barns,  Second  Lieut.       -     - 

Sih.   Ellsha  Benedict,  Captain. 

William  McCiini;,  tirst  Lieuiinant, 
Alexander  Brink,  Second  Lieui. 

ilth.  John  Graham,  Captain. 

Gideon  King,  First  Lieutenant. 
Nicholas  \'an  Rcussvlacr,  Second  Lieut. 


Coinmis 

sioncil 

June 

do 

•2Sth 

June 
(!o 

~'-~lh 

do 

June 

•>^th 

do 

June 

->.-th. 

do 

Jul) 
J  line 

Olh 

•,^;di 

-     June  -2.-111. 


June  •i.-?ili. 

do. 

do. 
June  '■2Slh. 

do. 

June  :2.5tli. 


•2-2d. 
Mth. 


June  •28tli. 
June  28th. 
July  21st. 


June  ;30th. 
do. 


June  28ih. 

do. 

do. 
June  28tli. 

do. 

do. 
June  2Sth. 

do. 

do. 
JuK 


.jth. 


June  28th. 

do. 

do. 
June  28tli. 

do. 

do. 

July  21.,t. 


lOlh,  Joel  I'ralt,  Captain,        .     .     -     - 
Benj.  Chittenden,  First  Lieutenant, 
Israel  Spencer,  Second  Lieut.  -     - 
Stephen  McCrea,  Surgeon. 
Bedford  Williams,  Mate,     -     -     - 

Thikd  Regiment. 

James  Clinton,  Colonel,       -     -     - 
Cornelius  D.  Wynkooji,  Lieut.  Col. 


June  28th. 
do. 
do. 

Aug.  16-25. 


-     June  .30th, 
do. 
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Company.  Conimijsioiitd. 

Henry  Livingston,  Jr.,  3/fyor,       -  -  August  •iSlii. 

George  L.  Sciiroeler,  Adjutant. 

,  Chaplain. 

James  Hamilton,  (^narlcrniaslcr. 

1st.    Daniel  Griffin,  Captain,      -     -     -  -    June  'JSiii. 

Benjamin  Marvin,  First  Linitenant,  -         do. 

Nathaniel  Norton,  Second  Lieut.  -  -         do. 

'2d.    John  Nicholson,  Cajitaiv,    -     -     -  -     Jmie  v'-ih. 

David  Duhois,  First  Lieutenant,  -  -         do. 

James  Greg's,  Second  Lieut.     -     -  - 

3d.    John   Hulbert,  Cajitain,      -     -     -  - 

John  Davis,  First  Lieutenant,       -  - 

William  Havens,  Second  Lieut.     -  - 

4i\].  Lewis  Dubois,  Captain,      .     -     -  - 

Elias  Van  Bunschoien,  Jr.,i'7;-s(  Lieut. 

Andrew  T.  Lawrence,  Second  Lieut.  - 

5th.  John  Grennell,  Captain,     -     -     -  - 

Samuel  Smith,  First  Lieutenant, 

Alexander  Kelcliuni,  ;S'(.fo;((/ L,((,»^  - 

6th.  Andrew  Billinj^s,  Captain,        -     -  . 

Ezekiel  Cooper,  First  Lieutoiant, 

Jolin  Langdon,  Second  Lieut.  -     -  - 

7th.  Jacobus  Bruyn,  Captuin,     -     -     -  - 

Thomas  De  Witt.  First  Lieutenant,  - 

Albert  Pawling,  Second  Lieut.       -  - 

Sth.   Daniel  Denton,  Captain,     -     -     -  - 

Baltliazer  Deliart,  First  Limtenant,  - 

George  Hamilton  Jackson,  '2(/  Lieut.  - 

9th.   Elias  Hasbronck,  Captain,  -     -     -  - 

Cornelius  T.  Jansen,  First  Lieutenant, 

Petrus  Roggen,  Second  Lieut.       -  - 

10th.  Robert  Johnson,  Captain,   .     -     -  - 

Philip  Dubois  Bevier,  First  Lieut.  - 

AVilliam  Martin,  Second  Lieut. 

Samuel  Cooke,  Surgeon,     -     .     -  - 

John  Stephenson,  Mate,      -     -     -  - 

Fourth  Ri;raMF;NT. 

James  Holmes,  Colonel,       .     .     .  . 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Lieut.  Col. 

Barnabas  Tuthill.  fliajor,     -     -     -  - 

Job  Mulford,  Adjutant,       -     -     -  - 
Benjamin  Chapman,  (Quartermaster. 

1st.    Henry  B.  Livingston,  Captain, 

Jacob  Thomas,  First  Lieutenant,  -  - 

Laac  Paddock,  Second  Lieut.        -  - 

•M.    Joseph  Benedict,  Captain,  -     -     -  - 
Samuel  Sacket,  First  Lieutenant, 

Gould  Ronton,  Second  Lieut.  -     -  - 

3d.     Nathaniel  Woodward,  Captain,      -  - 
Abraham  Riker,  First  Lieutenant, 

John  Lawrence,  Second  Lieut.       -  - 

4th.   Rufus  Herrick,  Cajitain,      -     -     -  - 
Charles  Gn\\&m,  First  Lientcnani , 

Jesse  Thompson,  Sicoml  JJeut.     -  - 

5th.  Ambrose  Horton,  Captain,       -       -  - 

Samuel  T.  Pell,  Fini  Lieutenant,  - 

Isaac  Van  Wert,  Second  Lieut.     -  - 

Gill.  Dimiel  Mills,  Captain, 

Elijah  Hunter,  First  Lieuli  nant,  - 

Mi\esO-ik\ey,  Second  Lieut.     -     -  - 

"ih.  Jonathan  Plati.  Captain,      -     .     .  . 

David  Dan,  Lursl  LinilnianI,         -  - 

^]mnmgBu\\,  Second  J^itut.     -     -  - 

Sth.  Jacobus  Wynkoop,  Captain,     -     -  - 
Anthony  Welph,  First  Lieutenant, 

Tiiomashcl'uy,  Second  Lieut.    -     .  . 

9th.  Jacobus  Rosecrans,  Captain,     -     -  - 

Thomas  Lee,  First  Lieutenant,     -  - 

William  Balger,  Second  Lieut.       -  - 
10th.  David  Palmer,  Captain. 

William  Crane,  First  Lieutenant. 

William  Matthevvman,  Second  Lieut. 

Ebenezer  Haviland,  .S'«;x'-t(u/,   -     -  .    Aujust4th, 


Augii 

i^t  'Jd. 
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do 
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do, 

August 

si  3d, 
21st. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FRO.M  TICONDF.KOG A,  IJATFD  AUGUST 
4,    1775. 

Two  persons  who  have  lately  come  fiom  .St.  Johns 
(being  examined  under  oath  before  the  General)  give  ac- 
counts that  the  King's  Troops  are  well  fortihed  at  St.  Johns ; 
that  there  is  at  that  place  four  hundred  and  seventy  Regu- 
lars, and  one  hundred  and  ten  at  Chamhiy,  about  twelve 
miles  distant;  about  twenty  at  7T/o?(i/'efl7,  and  one  company 
M  (^ucljeck ;  forty  Indians  at  St.  John's;  Colonel  Guy 
Johnson  and  Colonel  Claus,  w-ith  five  hundred  Indians,  just 
arrived  at  Montreal,  and  just  going  to  join  the  English 
rebels  against  us.  One  of  these  men  was  at  Montreal, 
and  saw  Johnson  and  Ins  Indians.  They  a|)pear  to  be  two 
sensible  men  and  give  a  very  dii'ect  account.  There  are  two 
large  and  strong  vessels  near  finished  at  St.  Johns,  to  carry 
about  fourteen  or  sixteen  carriage  guns  each,  and  they  are 
every  day  in  expectation  of  being  joined  by  about  four 
thousand  Regulars  that  are  come  into  the  river,  and  then 
to  come  against  us.  The  Canadians  are  determined  not 
to  tight  against  ns  unless  forced  by  a  formidable  Army. 
About  three  weeks  ago  an  attempt  was  made  to  Ibrce  the 
Canadians  to  take  up  arms,  and  they  were  about  to  hang 
some  in  every  Parish,  when  the  Canadians  rose  in  a  body 
of  near  three  thousand  men,  disarmed  the  officer  that  was 
after  recruits,  and  made  him  flee,  being  determined  to  de- 
fend themselves  in  the  best  manner  they  could  by  a  full 
resistance,  rather  than  be  forced  to  arm  against  the  Colo- 
nies. 'I'he  rdiiimon  people  there  cannot  bear  to  have  the 
old  Fri_i:rli  l,i\\s  taki.^  |dace  again  ainonu'st  ihem,  as  they 
will  be  iliiTfl.y  pluu^.'d  into  enormous  taxes.  We  had  a 
few  clays  agd  tuo  inm  who  went  down  the  lake  w-idi  an 
Indian  bc/y  iVoni  I  )oeior  IVheehck's  collcne,  intending  to 
land  him  about  thirty  miles  this  side  o(  St.  John's,  who'are 
taken  by  a  scuut  ol'  the  eneinv,  and  held  i)risoners. 


G0VF,:iN(H:R  TRUMBULL  TO   CONTlNENTAt,   U0N(.RESS. 
Leb:iiK.n,  \iujust  4,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  '22d  nit.,  enclosing  a  copy  from 
the  Minutes,  in  Congress,  July  liiih,  1775,  is  received. 

I  wrote  the  31st  July  to  General  IVashington,  that  I  had 
not  been  informed  of  any  deficiencies  in  the  number  of 
Troops  sent  from  this  Colony,  and  informed  him  that 
orders  were  given  the  25th  July  last  to  the  Colonels  of  the 
last  raised  Regiments,  consisting  of  fourteen  hundred  men 
to  march  forlliwiih,  to  the  camp  before  Boston.  One  of 
them  marched  this  week,  the  otiier  will  follow  very  soon. 

1  grateililly  acknowledge  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Truiuuull  to  bo  Comniissary-Gtneral  to  the  American 
Army.  The  pi.  ribrmance  of  his  duty,  answerable  to  expect- 
ation, will  meet  your  approbation,  and  aflbrd  me  peculiar 
satisfaction. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard.  Sir,  \our  obedient 
humble  servant,  Jonathan  Trumbull. 

To  the  Honourable  Piesideni  Hancock. 


GJ'NCRAL    1VA.-,H1NGT0N  TO    CONTINENTAL  UONGRESS. 
'  Itrad  li'iore  Coiig:rcss  Sept.eiiibur  l.S,  1775.] 

Camp  at  Canibiidge,  August  4,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favour 
of  the  ^iih  July,  accompanied  by  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  commissions,  which  are  yet  much  short  of  the  neces- 
sary number.  I  tmi  much  honoured  by  the  confidence 
re))o;ed  in  me  of  appointing  the  several  officers  recom- 
mended in  mine  of  the  iOth  ultimo,  and  shall  endeavour 
to  select  such  persons  as  are  best  qualified  to  fill  those  im- 
portant posts.  General  Thomas  has  accepted  his  commis- 
sion, and  I  have  heard  nothing  of  his  retirement  since,  so 
that  1  suppose  he  is  satisfied. 

In  the  renewal  of  these  commissions  some  difficulties 
occur,  in  which  I  should  be  glad  to  know  tlie  pleasure  of 
the  honouiable  Congress.  The  General  Officers  of  the 
Massachusetts  have  Regihienls ;  tlio^e  of  Connecticut 
liave  both  Regiments  and  Companies,  and  the  other 
Field-Officers  have  Companies  each.  From  Rhode-Island 
the  General  Officer  has  no  Regiment,  hut  the  Field-Offi- 
cers have  Companies.  But  I  do  not  find  they  have,  or 
expect  ))ay  under  more  than  one  commission.  Should  the 
commissions  now  to  be  delivered  supersede  these  differera 
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establishments,  there  will  be  a  distinction  between  General 
and  Field-OtHcers  of  the  same  ra[ik.  In  order  to  put 
l\cw-Hamj)shirc,  Mris.snchusells,  and  Rhode-Island,  upon 
a  line  with  Connrcticut,  it  would  be  necessary  to  dismiss 
a  number  of  otlicers  in  possession  of  commissions,  without 
any  fault  of  theiis;  on  the  other  hand,  to  bring  the  C'on- 
vecticut  Generals  and  Kiuld-Officers  to  the  same  scale  with 
the  others,  will  add  to  the  number  of  officers,  and  may  be 
deemed  inconsistent  with  the  terms  on  which  they  entered 
into  the  service,  although  you  add  nothing  to  the  expense, 
except  in  the  aiticlu  of  provisions.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is 
a  case  which  1  would  wish  the  honourable  Congress  to  con- 
sider and  determine.  Colonel  Gridky,  of  this  Province, 
who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Artillery,  has  the  rank  of -Major- 
General  from  the  Provincial  Congress.  Will  it  be  proper 
to  renew  his  commission  here  in  the  same  manner?  It  is 
proper  here  to  remark,  that  in  this  case  he  will  take  rank 
of  all  the  Brigadiers-General  and  even  the  Majors-General 
whose  commissions  are  subsequent  in  date,  and  can  answer 
no  good  purpose,  but  may  be  productive  of  many  bad  con- 
sequences. 

These  are  matters  of  some  importance,  but  I  am  em- 
barrassed with  a  difliculty  of  a  superiour  kind.  The  esti- 
mate made  in  Congress  supposed  all  the  Regiments  to  be 
formed  upon  one  establishment;  but  they  are  different  in 
different  Provinces,  and  even  vary  in  the  same  Province  in 
some  particulars.  In  Massachusetts  some  Regiments  have 
ten  Companies,  others  eleven.  The  establishment  of  the 
former  is  five  hundred  and  ninety  men,  officers  included  ; 
of  the  latter,  six  hundred  and  forty-nine.  The  establish- 
ment of  Rhode-Island  and  JScw-Hampshirt  is  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety  to  a  Regiment,  officers  included.  Con- 
necticut has  one  thousand  men  to  a  Regiment.  Should 
the  Massachusetts  Regiments  be  completed,  with  the  new 
levies  from  Rhode-Island  and  Connecticut,  and  the  rifle- 
men, the  number  will  exceed  twenty-two  thousand.  If 
they  should  not  be  completed,  as  each  Regiment  is  fully 
officered,  there  will  be  a  heavy  expense  to  the  publick, 
without  an  ade{iuate  service.  The  reduction  of  some  of 
tliem  seems  to  be  necessary,  and  yet  is  a  matter  of  much 
delicacy  as  we  are  situated.  I  most  earnestly  request  it 
may  be  taken  into  immediate  consideration,  and  the  time 
and  mode  of  doing  it  pointed  out  by  tiie  honourable  Con- 
cress.  By  an  estimate  I  have  made  from  the  General  Re- 
turn, when  the  new  levies  arrive,  and  the  Regiments  are 
completed,  there  will  be  24,4.30  men  on  the  pay  and  jiro- 
vision  of  the  United  Colonies.  Some  of  the  recruiting 
officers,  who  have  been  out  on  that  service,  have  returned 
with  very  little  success;  so  that  we  may  safely  conclude, 
the  number  of '2,064,  now  wanting  to  complete,  will  rather 
increase  than  diminish.  There  are  the  Regiment  of  Ar- 
tillery, consisting  of  493  men,  and  one  under  Colonel  »SVt- 
geant,  who  has  not  received  any  commission,  although  he 
had  orders  to  raise  a  Regiment  from  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress here,  which  are  not  included  in  the  above  estimate. 
This  last  Regiment  consists  of  234  men,  by  the  last  return, 
but  a  Company  has  since  joined.  By  adverting  to  the 
General  Return,  which  I  have  the  honour  of  enclosing, 
(IS'o.  I,)  it  will  be  seen  what  Regiments  are  most  defi- 
cient. 

If  the  Congress  does  not  choose  to  point  out  the  partic- 
ular Regiments,  but  the  Provinces  in  which  the  reduction 
is  to  be  made,  the  several  Congresses  and  Assemblies  may 
be  the  proper  channels  to  conduct  the  business,  which  I 
should  also  conceive  the  most  advisable,  from  their  better 
acquaintance  with  the  merits,  terms,  and  time  of  service  of 
the  respective  officers.  Reducing  some  Regiments,  and 
with  the  privates  thereof  filling  up  others,  would  certainly 
be  the  best  method  of  accomplishing  this  work,  if  it  were 
practicable;  but  the  experiment  is  dangerous,  as  the  Mas- 
sachusetts men,  under  the  privilege  of  choosing  their  own 
officers,  do  not  conceive  themselves  bound,  if  these  officers 
are  disbanded. 

As  General  Gage  is  making  preparations  for  winter,  by 
contracting  for  quantities  of  coal,  it  will  suggest  to  us  the 
propriety  of  extending  our  views  to  that  season.  I  have 
directed  that  such  huts  as  have  been  lately  made  of  boards, 
should  be  done  in  such  a  manner  that,  if  necessary,  they 
may  serve  for  covering  during  the  winter.  But  1  need 
not  enlarge  upon  the  variety  of  necessities,  such  as  cloth- 
ing, fuel,  Jcc,  (both  exceedingly  scarce,  and  difficult  to 


be  procured,)  which  that  season  must  bring  with  it,  if  the 
Army,  or  any  considerable  part  of  it,  is  to  remain  embo- 
died. From  the  inactivity  of  the  enemy,  since  the  arrival 
of  their  whole  re-enforcement,  their  continual  addition  to 
their  lines,  and  many  other  circumstances,  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  that  finding  us  so  well  prepared  to  receive  them,  the 
plan  of  operations  is  varied,  and  they  mean,  by  regular 
approaches,  to  bombard  us  out  of  our  present  line  of  de- 
fence, or  are  waiting  in  expectation  that  the  Colonies  must 
sink  under  the  weight  of  the  expense,  or  the  prospect 
of  a  winter's  campaign,  to  discourage  the  troo[)s  so  as  to 
break  up  our  Arm_\'.  If  they  have  not  some  such  expect- 
ations, the  issue  of  which  they  are  determined  to  wait.  I 
cannot  account  for  the  delay,  when  their  strength  is  lessened 
every  day  by  sickness,  desertions,  and  little  skirmishes. 

Of  these  last,  we  have  had  only  two  worthy  of  notice. 
Having  some  reason  to  suspect  they  were  extending  their 
lines  at  Charlestou-n,  I  last  Saturday  evening  ordered  some 
of  the  riflemen  down  to  make  a  discovery,  or  bring  off  a 
prisoner.  They  were  accidentally  discovered  sooner  than 
they  expected,  by  the  guard  coming  to  relieve,  and  obliged 
to  fire  upon  them  ;  we  have  reason  to  believe  they  killed 
several.  They  brought  in  two  ]irisoners,  whose  account, 
confirmed  by  some  other  circumstances,  removed  my  sus- 
picions in  part.  Since  that  time  we  have,  on  each  side, 
drawn  in  our  sentries,  and  there  have  been  scattering  fires 
along  the  line.  This  evening  we  have  heard  of  three  Cap- 
tains who  have  been  taken  off  by  the  riflemen,  and  one 
killed  by  a  cannon  shot  from  Roabunj,  besides  several  pri- 
vates ;  but  as  the  intelligence  is  not  direct,  I  only  mention 
it  as  a  report  which  deserves  credit. 

The  other  ha|)pened  at  the  Light-house;  A  number  of 
workmen  having  been  sent  down  to  repair  it,  with  a  guard 
of  twenty-two  Alarines,  and  a  Subaltern,  Major  Tapper, 
hsl  Monday  morning  about  two  o'clock,  landed  there  with 
about  three  hundred  men  ;  attacked  them  ;  killed  the  offi- 
cer and  four  privates;  but  being  detained  by  the  tide,  in 
his  return  he  was  attacked  by  several  boats,  but  he  happily 
got  through  with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed,  and  another 
wounded;  the  remainder  of  the  Ministerial  troops,  three 
of  whom  are  badly  wounded,  he  brought  ofl'  prisoners, 
with  ten  Tories;  all  of  whom  are  on  tlieir  way  to  Spring- 
field Jail.  The  riflemen  in  this  skirmish  lost  one  man, 
who,  we  hear,  is  a  prisoner  in  Boston  Jail.  The  enemy, 
in  return,  endeavoured  to  surprise  our  guard  at  Ro.ibury; 
but  they  being  apprized  of  it  by  a  deserter,  liad  time  to 
lirepare  for  it ;  but,  by  some  negligence  or  misconduct  in 
the  oflicer  of  the  guard,  they  burnt  the  George  Tavern, 
on  the  neck,  and  have  every  day  since  been  cannonading 
us  from  their  lines,  both  at  Ro.ibury  and  Charlcstown,  but 
with  no  other  effect  than  the  loss  of  two  men.  On  our 
part,  except  straggling  fires  from  the  small-arms  about  the 
lines,  wliich  we  endeavour  to  restrain,  we  have  made  little 
or  no  return. 

Our  situasion  in  the  article  of  jiowder,  is  much  more 
alarming  than  I  had  the  most  distant  idea  of.  Having  de- 
sired a  return  to  be  made  out,  on  my  arrival,  of  the  ammu- 
nition, I  found  303i  barrels  of  powder  mentioned  as  in 
the  store ;  but  on  ordering  a  new  supply  of  cartridges  yes- 
terday, I  was  informed,  to  my  very  great  astonishment, 
that  there  were  no  more  than  thirty-six  barrels  of  the  Mas- 
sachus(tts  store;  which,  with  the  slock  of  Rhode-Islartd, 
^ew- Hampshire,  and  Connecticut,  makes  9,937  pounds — 
not  more  than  nine  rounds  a  man.  As  there  had  been  no 
consumption  of  powder  since,  that  could  in  any  degree 
account  for  such  a  deficiency,  I  was  very  particular  in  my 
in(|uiries,  and  found  that  the  Committee  of  Supplies,  not 
being  sufiiciently  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  a  return, 
or  misap|)rcheiuling  my  request,  sent  in  an  account  of  all 
the  ammunition  which  had  been  collected  by  the  Province, 
so  that  the  report  included  not  only  what  was  on  hand,  but 
what  had  been  spent.  Upon  discovering  this  mistake,  I 
innnediately  went  up  to  confer  with  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  upon  some  measures  to  obtain  a 
supply  from  the  neighbouring  Townships,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  might  prevent  our  poverty  being  known  ;  as  it  is  a 
secret  of  too  great  consequence  to  be  divulged  in  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  some  individual  of  which  might,  perhaps,  indis- 
creetly suffer  it  to  escape  him,  so  as  to  find  its  way  to  the 
enemy;  the  consequences  of  which  are  terrible  even  in  idea. 
I  shall  also  write  to  the  Governours  of  Rhode-Island  and 
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Connecticut,  and  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, 00  this  subject,  urging,  in  the  most  forcible  terms, 
the  necessity  of  an  immediate  supply,  if  in  their  power. 
1  need  not  enlarge  on  our  melancholy  situation  ;  it  is  suffi- 
cient, that  the  existence  of  the  Army,  and  the  salvation  of 
the  Country,  depend  upon  something  being  done  for  our 
relief,  botli  speedy  and  effectual,  and  that  our  situation  be 
kept  a  profound  secret. 

In  the  enclosures  (Nos.  2  and  3)  I  send  the  allowance 
of  provisions,  &,c.,  made  by  the  Provinces  of  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts;  the  mode  and  quantity  are  different 
iiom  what  has  fallen  within  my  experience,  and  I  am  con- 
fident must  prove  very  wasteful  and  expensive.  If  any 
alteration  can  be  safely  made,  (which  I  much  doubt,)  there 
might  be  a  great  saving  to  the  publick. 

A  gentleman  of  my  family,  assisted  by  a  deserter,  who 
has  some  skill  in  fortification,  has,  by  my  direction,  sketch- 
ed out  two  draughts  of  our  respective  lines,  at  Charlestou-n 
and  Roxhury,  which,  with  the  explanations,  will  convey 
some  idea  of  our  situation,  and  1  hope  prove  acceptable  to 
the  members  of  the  honourable  Congress.  They  are  the 
enclosures  Nos.  4  and  5. 

Since  1  had  the  honour  of  addicssing  you  last,  I  have 
been  applied  to,  by  a  Committee  of  the  General  Court, 
for  a  detachment  of  the  Army,  to  jirotect  the  inhabitants 
of  the  eastern  parts  of  this  Province  from  some  appre- 
hended depredations  on  their  coasts.  I  could  have  wished 
to  have  complied  with  their  request,  but  after  due  consi- 
deration, and  consulting  the  General  Officers,  together  with 
those  members  of  Congress  who  are  here,  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  excuse  myself.  The  application,  and  my  answer, 
are  the  enclosures  Nos.  6  and  7,  which  I  hope  will  be  ap- 
proved by  the  honourable  Congress.  Since  I  began  this 
letter,  the  original,  of  which  the  enclosure  No.  8  is  a  copy, 
fell  into  my  bands.  As  the  writer  is  a  person  of  some 
note  in  Boston,  and  it  contains  some  advices  of  importance 
not  mentioned  by  others,  1  thought  proper  to  forward  it  as  I 
received  it.  By  comparing  the  handwriting  with  another 
letter,  it  appears  the  writer  is  one  Belcher  Noyes,  a  person 
probalily  known  to  some  of  the  Gentlemen  Delegates  from 
this  Province,  who  can  determine  from  his  principles  and 
character  what  credit  is  due  to  him. 

The  Army  is  now  formed  into  three  Grand  Divisions, 
under  the  command  of  the  Generals  IVard,  Lee,  and  Put- 
nam ;  each  Division  into  two  Brigades,  consisting  of  about 
six  Regiments  each,  commanded  by  Generals  Thomas  and 
Spencer  at  Roxbury,  Heath  at  Cambridge,  Sullivan  and 
Greene  at  Winter-Hill.  By  this  you  will  please  to  ob- 
serve, there  is  a  deficiency  of  one  Brigadier-General,  occa- 
sioned by  Air.  Pomeroy's  not  acting  under  his  commission, 
which  1  beg  may  be  filled  up  as  soon  as  possible.  I  ob- 
serve the  honourable  Congress  have  also  favoured  me  with 
the  ap|)ointment  of  three  Brigade-Majors;  I  presume  they 
have,  or  intend  to  appoint  the  rest  soon,  as  they  cannot  be 
unacquainted  that  one  is  necessary  to  each  Brigade,  and  in 
a  newly  raised  Army  it  will  be  an  office  of  great  duty  and 
service. 

General  Gage  has  at  lengtli  liberated  the  people  of  J5os- 
ton,  who  land  in  numbers  at  Chelsea  every  day;  the  terms 
on  which  the  passes  are  granted,  as  to  money,  effects,  and 
provisions,  correspond  with  Mr.  Noyes's  letter.  We  have 
several  reports  that  General  Gage  is  dismantling  Castle 
Killiam,  and  bringing  all  the  cannon  up  to  Town  ;  but 
upon  a  very  particular  inquiry,  accounts  are  so  various  that 
1  caimot  ascertain  the  truth  of  it. 

1  am  sorry  to  be  under  a  necessity  of  making  such  fre- 
(juent  examples  among  the  officers,  when  a  sense  of  hon- 
our, and  the  interest  of  their  Country,  might  be  expected 
to  make  punishment  unnecessary.  Since  my  last,  C'aptain 
Parker,  o(  Massachusetts,  for  frauds,  both  in  pay  and  pro- 
visions, and  Captain  Gardiner,  of  Rhode-Island,  for  cow- 
ardice, in  running  away  fiom  his  guard  on  an  alarm,  have 
been  broke.  As  nothing  can  be  more  fatal  to  an  army 
than  crimes  of  this  kind,  I  am  determined,  by  every  mo- 
tive of  reward  and  punishment,  to  prevent  them  in  future. 
On  the  first  instant,  a  Chief  of  the  Caughnawaga  Tribe, 
who  lives  about  six  miles  from  Montreal,  came  in  here, 
accompanied  by  a  Colonel  Baylcy,  of  Cohos.  His  ac- 
count of  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  Indians  are 
very  favourable.  He  says  they  have  been  strongly  solicit- 
ed by  Governour  Carleton  to  engage  against  us,  but  his 


Nation  is  totally  averse;  threats,  as  well  as  entreaties,  have 
been  used  without  effect ;  that  the  Canadians  are  well  dis- 
posed to  the  English  Colonies,  and  if  any  expedition  is 
meditated  against  Canada,  the  Indians  in  that  quarter  will 
give  all  their  assistance.  1  have  endeavoured  to  cherish 
these  favourable  dispositions,  and  have  recommended  to 
liim  to  cultivate  them  on  his  return ;  what  I  have  said 
I  enforced  with  a  present,  which  I  understood  would  be 
agreeable  to  him;  and,  as  he  is  represented  to  be  a  man  of 
weight  and  consequence  in  his  own  tribe,  I  flatter  myself 
his  visit  will  have  a  good  effect.  His  accounts  of  Govern- 
our Carleton's  force  and  situation  at  St.  Johns,  correspond 
with  what  we  have  already  had  from  that  quarter. 

The  accession  of  Georgia  to  the  measures  of  the  Con- 
gress is  a  happy  event,  and  must  give  a  sincere  pleasure  to 
every  friend  o(  America. 

August  5. — We  have  accounts  this  morning  of  two  ex- 
plosions at  the  Castle,  so  that  its  destruction  may  now  be 
supposed  certain.  1  have  this  morning  been  alarmed  with 
an  information  that  two  gentlemen  from  Philadelphia,  Mr. 
Hilchbourn  and  Captain  ffhite,  with  letters  for  General 
Lee  and  myself,  have  been  taken  by  Captain  Ayscough  at 
Rhode-Island,  the  letters  intercepted  and  sent  forward  to 
Boston  with  the  bearers  as  prisoners ;  that  the  Captain 
exulted  nmcli  in  the  discoveries  he  had  made,  and  my  in- 
formant, who  was  also  in  the  boat,  but  released,  understood 
them  to  be  letters  of  consequence.  I  have,  therefore,  des- 
patched the  express  immediately  back,  though  1  had  before 
resolved  to  detain  him  till  Fessenden's  return.  I  shall  be 
anxious,  till  I  am  relieved  from  the  suspense  1  am  in,  as  to 
the  contents  of  those  letters.  It  is  exceedingly  unfortu- 
nate that  gentlemen  should  choose  to  travel  the  only  road 
on  which  there  is  danger.  Let  the  event  of  this  be  what 
it  will,  I  hope  it  will  serve  as  a  general  caution  against 
trusting  any  letters  that  way  in  future. 

Notliing  of  consequence  has  occurred  in  the  camp  these 
two  days.  The  inhabitants  of  Boston  continue  coming 
out  at  Chelsea,  but  under  a  new  restriction,  that  no  mc« 
shall  come  out  without  special  license  ;  which  is  refused 
to  all  mechanicks,  since  the  Tory  labourers  were  taken  at 
the  Light-house. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  obliged, 
and  very  humble  servant,  Go.  Washington. 

[No.  1.] 
General  Return  of  Ihc  Army  of  the  UiNited  Colonies, 
cotnmandid  by  His  Errelkncy  George  Washington, 
Esquire,  General  and  Commander-in-Chief. 

Head-Quarters  at  Cambridge,  July  29.  1775. 

3Iassachusetts-Bay  Regiments  26,  and  4  Independent 
Companies  ;  Connecticut  Regiments  -3  ;  Neic-Hampshirc 
Regiments  3;  Rhode-Island  Regiments  3. 

Total  of  present  Commissioned  Officers :  30  Colonels, 
31  Lieutenant-Colonels,  35  Majors,  289  Captains,  511 
Lieutenants,  73  Ensigns. 

Total  of  present  Staff  Officers:  14  Chaplains,  34  Adju- 
tants, 35  Quartermasters,  35  Surgeons,  30  Mates. 

Total  of  Non-Commissioned  Officers:  1,202  Sergeants, 
612  Drums  and  Fifes. 

Rank  and  File  present  fit  for  duty  13,899;  sick  present 
1,330;  sick  absent  690:  on  furlough  287;  on  command 
692.     Total  Rank  and  File  16,898"; 

Waniins  to  conqilete:  124  Sergeants,  105  Drums  and 
Fifes,  2,079  Privates. 

Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 

N.  B.  Colonel  Sergeant's  Regiment  not  included  in  tiie 
above  Return. 

[No.  2.] 
In  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown,  June  10,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  each  Soldier  in  the  Massachusetts  Army 
shall  have  the  following  allowance  per  day,  viz: 

Article  1.  One  pound  of  Bread. 

Article  2.  Half  a  poimd  of  Beef,  and  half  a  pound  of 
Pork,  and  if  Pork  cannot  be  had,  one  pound  and  a  quarter 
of  Beef;  and  one  day  in  seven,  they  shall  have  one  pound 
and  one-quarter  of  salt  Fish,  instead  of  one  day's  allow- 
ance of  meat. 

Article  3.  One  pint  of  Milk,  or,  if  Milk  cannot  be  had. 
one  gill  of  Rice. 
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Article  4.  One  C)u;irt  of  iiood  spnire  or  malt  Beer. 

Article  5.  One  giil  of  Peas,  or  Jk-ans,  or  other  sauce 
equivalent. 

Article  6.  Six  ounces  of  -oocl  Butter  per  week. 

Article  7.  One  pound  of  good  common  Soap  lor  six 
inmi  per  week. 

Article  8.   Half  a  pint  of  Vinegar  per  week  per  man,  it 

it  C''n  ^^  ''^''-  .JosKfH  Warren,  FreslJtn/. 

Attest:  Samuel  Freeman,  Sccntanj. 


[No.  .T] 
T/tc  Order  ami  Direction  from  the  Gcnn-iil  Aisemhhj  of 

the  CoJonij  of  Connecticut  to  their  ('ommisr,arij,  fur 

issuing  Provisions  to  the  Troops  hi/  them  ruiscil  fir  the 

defence  of  thur  rights  and  privlli gis. — -M  w,  n7'i. 

Tliree-quai'ters  of  a  pound  of  I'o.k,  or  one  pound  ol 
Beef,  per  diem  ;  Fish  three  limes  per  week. 

One  pound  of  Bread  or  Flonr  per  diem. 

Three  pints  of  Beer  per  diem,  or  Spruce  sunirient,  and 
nine  (gallons  of  Molasses  to  a  Company  per  week. 

Maif  a  pint  of  Rice,  or  one  pint  of  Meal ;  six  ounces 
of  Butler ;  three  pints  of  Peas,  or  Beans,  pei-  week. 

One  pint  of  iMilk  per  diem. 

Three  pounds  of  Candles  to  a  Cnnrpany  per  wavk. 

Twenty-four  pounds  of  S.jap,  oi  four  Sl;ll!in'_;s"  woith,  to 
a  Company  per  week. 

V^inej^'ar,  two  gallons  per  Conijiany  per  week. 

Chocolate,  six  pounds  |)er  Comp'uiy  |)er  wink. 

Sugar,  three  pounds  per  Company  per  week. 

One  gill  of  Rum  per  man,  on  lluigue  days  oidy. 

Provision  made  for  the  Hospital  at  discretion  of  the 
Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

The  Rations  will  cost — wlicn  Poik  is  issued,  eleven 
pence  per  diem  ;  when  fresh  Beef,  ten  pence. 

[No.  (;.] 

In  House  of  Kqm'sciitativos,  July  29,  1775. 

Rcsahed,  That  Doctor  Church,  Mr.  Woodhridgc,  and 
Mr.  Scwall,  with  such  as  the  iionouraljle  Board  shall  join, 
be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excllency  General  iVnsh- 
ington,  and  inform  him  of  the  distre-ised  situation  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  eastern  parts  of  this  Colony,  and  know 
of  him  if  he  can,  consistent  with  his  instructions  and  the 
general  service,  order  a  detachment  there  to  |n'evcnt  tlie 
enemy  from  ravaging  the  coniiir}',  and  plundering  the  in- 
habitants of  their  cattle,  sheep,  wooil,  &c.,  to  supply  them- 
selves. 

Sent  up  for  coucurrenee.  .Jas.  Warren,  SpnJ^er. 

In  Co.inril,  Jiilyan,  177:.. 

Read  and  concnned,  and  Colonel  Otis  and  Mr.  Srvcr 
is  joined.     Attest  ; 

Pki>.E7,  :\Iorto.v,  Si-cntanj  pro  trui. 


Sir:  I  have  considered  the  application  made  me  yester- 
day from  the  General  Court,  witli  all  the  attention  tine  to  the 
situation  of  the  people  in  whose  behalf  it  is  made,  and  the 
respect  due  to  such  a  recoimiicndation. 

Upon  referring  to  my  instructions,  and  cunsidlin^  \\h\\ 
those  members  of  Congress  who  are  pres-nt.  as  well  as 
the  General  Oflicers,  they  all  agree  that  it  would  tun  be 
consistent  with  my  duty  to  detach  any  part  of  the  .\rmy 
now  here  on  any  particular  Provincial  service.  It  has  l)(>en 
debated  in  Congress,  and  setllril,  that  tlir  .Militia,  or  otluM' 
internal  strength  of  each  Pi^)\i;irc,  is  to  he  applied  for  de- 
fence against  those  small  and  paiiiridar  di^predaiions  which 
were  to  be  expected,  and  to  uhich  they  were  sujiposed  to 
be  competent.  This  will  appear  the  more  proper,  when 
it  is  considered  that  every  Town,  and  indeed  every  part  of 
our  sea-coast  which  is  exposed  to  these  depredations,  would 
liave  an  equal  claim  upon  this  Army.  It  is  the  misfortune 
of  our  situation  which  exposes  us  to  these  ravaues,  against 
which,  in  my  judgment,  no  such  temporary  relief  would 
possibly  secure  us.  The  great  advantage  the  enemy  has 
of  transporting  troops,  by  being  masters  of  the  sea,  will 
enable  them  to  iiarass  us  by  diversions  of  this  kind  ;  and 
should  we  be  tempted  to  pursue  them  upon  every  alarm, 


the  Army  must  either  be  so  weakened  as  to  expose  it  to 
destruction,  or  a  great  pari  of  the  coast  be  still  left  unpro- 
tected. Nor,  indeed,  does  it  appear  to  me  that  such  a 
pm-suit  would  be  attended  with  tiie  least  eti'ect.  The  first 
notice  of  such  an  incursion,  would  be  its  actual  execution, 
and  long  before  any  troops  could  reach  the  scene  6f  action, 
the  enemy  would  liave  an  opportunity  to  accomplish  their 
jiurpose  and  retire. 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  extend  protection  and  sately  to  every  individual ;  but  the 
wisdom  of  the  General  Court  will  anticipate  me  in  the 
necessity  of  conducting  our  operations  on  a  general  and  im- 
partial scale,  so  as  to  exclude  any  just  cause  of  complaint 
and  jealousy. 

I  beg.  Sir,  vou  will  do  nie  the  lionour  to  conminnicate 
tln-<e  sentiments  to  the  General  Coiu-I,  and  to  apologize  for 
my  involuntary  delay,  as  we  were  alarmed  this  morning  by 
the  cueniy,  and  my  lime  taken  u|)  with  giving  the  necessary 

I  shall  he  liap]i_\-  in  e\  ery  (ip]>ortuniiy  of  showing  my 
very  great  respect  and  regard  ior  the  General  Court  of 
lUnssochusetls-Uay,  and  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant. 

[No.  8.] 

Boston,  Aujusl  1,  1775. 

?dv  Df.KR  Son  :  Have  received  no  letter  from  vou  since 
May  -27,  which  1  duly  answered  3d  Jimi;  by  Mr.  fl'aiL 
1  wrote  you  jMay  ^25,  both  of  which  I  hope  came  sale  to 
your  hands.  Since  the  battle  at  Charlcstoini  some  conjec- 
ture the  destruction  of  this  Town  is  intended,  for  what  pur- 
pose can't  determine.  We  are  now  got  to  the  beginning  of 
August,  and  nothing  turns  up  in  favour  of  America.  The 
general  talk  now  is,  that  the  English  Troops  are  going  to 
leave  this  Town.  This  seems  evident,  from  several  things 
that  are  taking  |)lace,  viz  :  General  Gugiys  family  are  going 
to  Kngland ;  Messrs.  Auchmutij,  Scieall,  ^c,  and  others 
of  that  stamp,  are  going,  some  to  England  and  elsewhere. 
I  am  pretty  confident  the  Army  can't  be  supported  in  this 
Town  the  ensuing  w  inter.  Provisions  scarce  and  bad  ;  no 
fuel  nor  money.  People  are  jealous  they  will  plunder 
and  demolish  the  Town  when  they  go  of}',  l^ast  week 
there  was  a  notification  posted  up,  that  all  those  who  were 
d'-siious  to  leave  the  Town,  to  give  in  their  names  to  James 
I'l'juhart,  Town-Major;  and  in  two  days  time  u))wards  of 
tui)  thousand  entered  their  names,  and  passes  are  now 
granted,  with  this  addition  to  the  former  restriction,  viz  :  no 
plate  of  any  kind,  nor  more  money  than  five  Pounds  sterling. 
Tiio  route  is  by  way  of  fiinnisimit.  Several  have  gone 
oli',  by  uhich  means  1  lia\e  an  (>p|)oriunilv  of  wiiiing  you. 
1  ha\e  it  in  my  mind  to  go  to  Mr.  Little's,  at  ^cu-lmry, 
in  rase  1  can  accomplish  it.  1  shall  place  somebody  in  the 
liou-e,  in  Older  to  secure  your  eti'ects,  which  1  wish  you 
lail  taken  w  ith  you,  or  disposed  of  them  before  you  went 
a\'.  ay.  1  have  been  jealous  they  will  be  seized,  for  they 
have  served  several  persons  that  have  left  the  Town  after 
this  sort.  This  has  given  me  great  anxiety.  On  the  re- 
ceipt of  this,  endeavour  to  write  me  your  mind.  Mr.  JVellcs, 
lie  mason,  lives  at  Chelsea,  by  which  means  a  letter  may 
be  conveyed  ;  be  cautious  what  you  write.  This  will  llicili- 
tate  my  intentions,  and  if  you  want  any  thing  to  be  sent 
among  our  thin:;-,  it  can  he  done.  I  shall  depend  on  your 
a-sistance  and  a(l\iei'.  If  I  can  go  to  Newtinri/  through 
Anduver,  will  c  ill  and  see  30U  in  our  way.  Not  knowing 
where  Caiitaiu  7v//i7e  may  be,  I  write  him,  and  enclose 
\(ai  lo  forward,  which  1  desire  you  to  do  with  all  speed. 

'J'lie  dy.'^entary  has  prevailed  in  this  Town,  and  been 
veiv  mortal,  especially  among  children,  also  ainong  the 
soli'liers,  of  whom  near  tlilrty  are  buried  in  a  week,  as  the 
sextons  sa)-.  Doctor  Bylcs,  Senior,  buried  his  wife  last 
li'ediicsdaij.  No  bells  are  permitted  10  loll  for  any  fune- 
rals, on  account  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  among  the 
soldiers.  Out  of  ninety  officers  wounded,  above  half  have 
died  ;  several  jiersons  of  figure  and  character,  viz :  one 
Colonel  and  three  Majors.     There  is  no  harmony. 

Lately  arrived  a  vessel  from  Neu'-Providencc,  by  which 
I  heard  of  your  brother's  welfare,  but  no  letter.  Others 
inform  me  he  is  in  a  poor  state  of  health,  and  inclined  to 
a  consuin|nion  ;  have  wrote  him  several  letters  by  vessels 
lately  gone  for  provisions  for  the  Army  and  Navy.  I  am 
fearful  what  I  shall   hear  from  liim.     My  determination 
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depends  on  liearin;,'  from  you,  which  I  desire  may  he  as 
soon  as  possible.  1  intend  to  propose  to  Mr.  Keif,  or  some 
other  suitable  person,  to  take  the  house,  in  case  I  leave 
Boston.  Shall  take  the  best  care  1  can  of  your  furniture, 
but  if  the  Town  is  to  be  demolished,  it  will  be  needless. 
The  custom  of  the  shop  has  been  but  trifling;  some  days 
scarce  a  penny.  The  Lighi-House  was  burnt,  as  it  is  said, 
by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  in  return  for 
that  compliment,  they  are  dismounting  Casth  fVUliam — I 
believe  lor  want  of  men  to  defend  it.  Since  April  19, 
there  have  died  of  the  Army,  including  what  were  slain  in 
battle,  June  17,  near  two  thousand  five  hundred,  so  that 
what  Troops  have  arrived  will  not  make  good  their  loss. 
But  I  dare  not  enlarge.  Our  anxiety  at  times  has  been 
great  for  you  as  well  as  ourselves.  We  constantly  bear  you 
on  our  minds,  and  remember  you  in  our  prayers  to  Al- 
mighty God,  and  hope  the  best  of  covenant  blessings  will 
be  the  portion  for  yon  and  your  consort. 

We  are  your  affectionate,  B.  N.  A. 

Died  in  the  Town,  June  5,  John  Borland,  Esq. ;  June 
2^,  Eliakim  Hutchinson,  Esq.,  of  the  small-pox;  Juh/ 
12,  Philip  Cooke;  July  14,  John  Cotton,  Esq.,  Deputy 
Secretary;  July  23,  wife  of  Doctor  Byles,  Sen.,  Buth  Bul- 
fjich,  79,  Andrew  Faneuil  Phillips. 

P.  S.  Since  I  finished  this  letter,  passes  are  denied  to 
racn,  without  special  leave. 

Seal  the  enclosed,  and  forward. 


GKNERAL    OROKRS. 

Head-Quarters,  Caiiibridgo,  July  28,  1775. 
(PsroL-,  Cumberland.)  (CuuntersipTi,  BrooA-^iVif.) 

The  Surgeons  ofLenrned's,  Heath's  Little's,  Phinney's, 
and  Parsons's  Regiments,  having  neglected  to  deliver  in 
the  returns  of  the  sick  of  their  respective  Regiments  to 
the  Adjutant-General,  these  returns  to  be  dclivereil  forth- 
with, and  the  Surgeons  of  those  Corps  are  to  be  more  exact 
in  their  obedience  to  orders. 

Head-Ciuarters,  Canibridgo,  July  2!),  1775. 
(Parole,  Davtmouih.)  (CoiniterMgn,  Coykf.) 

A  Sergeant  and  six  men  to  parade  at  the  Head-Quarters 
at  eleven  o'clock,  to  escort  certain  prisoners  and  deserters 
to  Worcester.  This  party  to  be  victualed  for  this  day  and 
to-morrow.  The  Sergeant  will  receive  his  orders  from  the 
Adjuiant-General. 

Mr.  Benjamin  JVhiting,  tried  by  a  Court  of  Inquiry, 
ordered  in  the  General  Orders  of  the  27th  instant,  whereof 
Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Brichntt  was  President.  The 
Court  having  maturely  considered  the  evidence  for  and 
against  the  prisoner,  as  well  as  what  the  prisoner  had  to 
offer  in  his  defence,  are  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  is  not 
guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  his  charge,  and  do  therefore  ac- 
quit the  prisoner.  The  General  therefore  orders  the  prisoner 
to  be  released. 

James  McDaniel,  tried  by  a  General  Court-Martial, 
whereof  Colonel  Glover  was  President,  for  "  forging  an 
order  of  Gen.  Putnam's  to  obtain  a  quart  of  rum,  and  for 
abusive  language  to  Col.  Gridley,"  and  ordered  to  receive 
twenty  lashes.  The  General  confirms  the  sentence,  and 
orders  it  to  be  executed  after  prayer-time  to-morrow. 

James  Foster,  of  Captain  Butler's  Company,  in  Colonel 
Niion's  Regiment,  tried  by  the  same  General  Court-Mar- 
tial, for  "  robbing  Doctor  Foster,  Surgeon  of  the  General 
Hospital."  Found  guilty  of  the  charge  ;  is  sentenced  to 
receive  thirty-nine  lashes,  and  suffer  one  montli's  fatigue. 
The  General  approves  the  sentence,  and  orders  it  to  be  put 
in  execution  at  the  head  of  the  Regiment,  after  prayer- 
time  to-morrow  morning. 

f'Villiam  fVinslow,  of  Captain  Perkins's  Company  of 
Artillery,  tried  by  the  same  Court-Martial  for  "  stealing  a 
cannon  cartridge  of  powder,"  is  acquitted. 

Ilead-Quartera,  Cambridge,  July  .30,  1775. 
(Parole,  £jrje.r.)  (Couiitt-rsigii,  Dublin.) 

William  Ihdor,  Esq.,  being  appointed  Judge-Advocate 
of  the  Continental  Army,  he  is,  in  all  things  relative  to  his 
office,  to  he  acknowledged  and  obeyed  as  such. 

The  Drummers  and  Filers  of  the  Regiment  in  and  about 
Cambridge,  are  to  be  ordered  constantly  to  attend  the 
Drum  and  Fife-Major,  at  the  usual  hours,  for  instruction. 

Fourth  Seuies. — Vol.  hi. 


Hoad-Quartcrs,  Cambridge,  July  31,  1775. 
(Parole,  Fnlkland.)  (Countersign,  £rf<-n(i.r.) 

The  Continental  Congress  having  been  pleased  to  appoint 
Joseph  Trumbull,  Esq.,  to  be  Commissary-General  to  the 
Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  all  Commissaries  heretofore 
appointed  by  any  of  the  distinct  Colony  Congresses,  or  by 
particular  authority  of  any  particular  District  or  C'olony, 
are  forthwith  to  make  an  exact  return  of  the  Provisions, 
and  all  the  different  species  of  Provisions  they  have  in  or 
near  the  Camps  at  Cambridge  and  Boxbury.  Thereupon, 
Commissary -General  Trumbull,  being  assured  by  the  report 
of  his  Clerk,  Assistant,  or  from  his  own  examination,  that 
such  return  is  just  and  true,  is  to  give  his  receipt  for  the 
quantity  delivered  into  his  hands,  which  receipt  will  be  a 
good  voucher  in  the  passing  the  account  of  the  different 
Colony  Commissaries  heretofore  appointed,  and  will  be 
allowed  as  such. 

The  Commissaries  at  present  appointed  by  the  several 
Colonies  are  forthwith  to  make  up  their  accounts  unto  the 
3d  oi  August,  inclusive,  ready  to  be  laid  before  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  or  to  be  adjusted  and  finally  settled  by  him, 
as  the  Continental  Congress  shall  think  proper  to  direct. 

A  Return,  signed  by  the  Commanding  Officers  of  Regi- 
ments and  Corps,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Adjutant-General 
to-morrow  morning,  at  general  orderly  time,  of  the  names, 
ranks,  and  dates  of  the  Officers'  Commissions  in  their  re- 
spective Regiments  and  Corps,  mentioning  also  the  vacan- 
cies, and  how  occasioned. 

A  General  Court-Martial  to  sit  immediately  to  try  Capt. 
Christopher  Gardner,  of  Colonel  Vurnum's  Regiment,  for 
"  cowardice,  abandoning  his  post,  and  deserting  his  men." 
All  evidences  and  persons  concerned  to  attend  the  Court. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  1,  1775. 
(Parole,  Gibraltar.)  (Countersign,  Faijjifld.) 

The  General  thanks  Major  Tupper,  and  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers  under  his  command,  for  their  gallant  and  soldier- 
like behaviour  in  possessing  themselves  of  the  enemy's  post 
at  the  Light-House,  and  for  the  number  of  prisoners  they 
took  there  ;  and  doubts  not  but  the  Continental  Army  will 
be  as  famous  for  their  mercy  as  for  their  valour. 

Two  Subalterns,  two  Sergeants,  one  Drum,  and  thirty 
rank  and  file,  to  parade  at  Head-Quarters  at  noon,  to  escort 
the  prisoners  to  ff'orcester.  The  Commanding  Officer 
will  receive  his  orders  from  the  Adjutant-General. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  the  General  directs 
the  following  Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Colony 
to  be  inserted  in  General  Orders,  viz : 

"  In  House  of  Representatives,  Watertown,  July  29,  1775. 

"  Whereas,  sundry  complaints  have  been  made  by  some 
of  the  Soldiers  raised  by  this  Colony,  that  they  have  not 
received  the  allowance  pay  of  forty  Shillings,  agreeable  to 
the  Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress :    Therefore, 

"  Besolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  forthwith 
to  apply  to  the  Colonels  of  the  several  Regiments  raised 
by  the  Colony,  and  to  the  Mustermasters  and  Paymasters 
in  the  Camp  at  Cambridge  and  Boxbury,  and  obtain  of 
them  a  complete  list  of  the  Non-commissioned  Officers  and 
Soldiers  in  their  respective  Regiments,  distinguishing  those 
that  have  been  mustered  and  paid  from  those  that  have  not, 
that  such  methods  may  be  pursued  as  shall  remove  all  just 
ground  of  complaint.      Read,  and 

"  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Cushing  and  Mr.  Webster, 
with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  above-mentioned. 

"  Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

"  James  Warren,  Speaker." 

"  In  Council,  read  and  concurred,  and  Colonel  Lincoln 
is  joined. 

"  Albt.  p.  Morton,  Secretary." 

The  Officers  commanding  Massachusetts  Regiments  will 
pay  all  due  attention  to  the  foregoing  Resolution. 

One  man  a  Company,  to  be  appointed  a  Camp-Colour- 
man  from  every  Company  in  every  Regiment  in  the  Army, 
whose  particular  duty  it  must  be  to  attend  the  Quartermas- 
ter and  Quartermaster-Sergeant,  to  sweep  the  streets  of 
their  respective  encampments ;  to  fill  up  the  old  necessary 
houses,  and  dig  new  ones  ;  to  bury  all  offal,  filth,  and  nasti- 
nessj  that  may  poison  or  infect  the  health  of  the  Troops ; 
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and  the  Quartermasters  are  to  be  answernble  to  their  Com- 
manding OlHcers  for  a  strict  observance  of  this  Order  ;  and 
by  persevering  in  the  constant  and  unremitted  execution 
thereof,  remove  that  odious  reputation  whicl)  (with  but  too 
much  reason)  lias  stigmatized  the  character  o(  American 
Troops.  The  Colonels  and  Commanding  Olhcers  of  Re- 
giments are  to  be  answerable  to  the  General  for  all  due 
obedience  to  this  Order. 

The  General,  finding  it  is  not  uncustomary  for  Officers 
to  take  the  liberty  of  absenting  themselves  from  Camp 
without  leave,  and  going  honie  :  For  the  future,  any  Olli- 
cer  found  guilty  of  so  glaring  an  oflence  against  all  order 
and  discipline,  and  setting  so  bad  an  example  to  the  J\on- 
Conunissioned  OlRcers  and  Soldiers  under  their  coi-.imand, 
such  Officer  or  Ollicers  so  ollendinL',  may  depend  upon 
being  punished  with  the  utmost  severity. 

I>iest  the  late  successes  against  the  enemy  should  occa- 
sion any  lelaxalion  in  the  alertness  of  the  Troops,  the 
General  recommends  it  in  the  strongest  manner  to  all  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Coniinental  Army,  to  he  the 
more  vigilant  in  their  duty,  and  watchful  of  the  enemy,  as 
they  certainly  will  take  every  advantage  of  any  supineness 
on  our  part. 

Head. Quarters,  Camliridcc  August  2,  1775. 
fParoU-,  IM,fnx.)  (Counu•rsi^'n,  Cfucr'a.) 

Captain  Oliver  Fnrkcr,  of  Colonel  Prcscott's  Regiment, 
tried  by  a  General  Com't-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Glover 
was  President,  for  "  defrauding  his  men  of  their  advance 
pay,  and  by  false  returns  imposing  upon  the  Commissary, 
and  drawing  more  rations  than  he  had  men  in  his  Compa- 
ny, and  selling  the  provisions  he  by  that  means  obtained," 
is  by  the  Court  Ibund  guilty  of  the  whole  charge  against 
him.  and  sentenced  to  be  cashiered,  mulcted  of  all  his  pay, 
and  rendered  incapable  of  future  service. 

Captain  Christopher  Gnrdiur,  of  Colonel  far^wm's  Re- 
giment, in  the  liliode-Island  Brigade,  tried  by  a  General 
Court- Jlartial,  whereof  Colonel  Thomas  CIntrch  was  Presi- 
dent, ■'  for  deserting  his  post,"  is  found  guilty  of  the  crime, 
and  unanimously  sentenced  to  be  cashiered,  as  inca|)able 
of  serving  his  country  in  any  military  capacity. 

The  General  approves  both  the  above  sentences,  and 
orders  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Regiments  to  see 
the  prisoners  dismissed  the  Army. 


For  these  reasons,  it  is  in  the  most  peremptory  manner 
forbid  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  under  any  pre- 
tence, to  pass  the  out-guards,  unless  authorized  by  the 
Conunanding  Officer  of  that  part  of  the  lines,  signified  in 
writing,  which  must  be  shown  to  the  officer  of  the  guard 
as  they  pass.  Any  person  ofTending  in  this  particular,  will 
be  considered  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  connnon  enemy; 
and  the  guards  will  have  orders  to  fire  u|)on  them  as  such. 
The  Connnanding  Officer  of  every  Regiment  is  to  direct 
that  every  man  in  his  Regiment  is  made  acquainted  with 
iIksc  orders,  to  the  end  that  no  one  may  plead  ignorance, 
and  that  all  may  be  apprised  of  the  consequence  of  dis- 
obedience. 

The  Colonels  of  Regiments,  and  Commanding  Officers 
of  Corps  to  order  the  rolls  uf  every  Company  to  be  called 
twice  a  day,  and  every  niiui's  arnmunilion  examined  at 
evening  roll-calling  ;  and  such  as  are  I'ound  deficient,  to  be 
confined. 

The  Guards  are  to  apprehend  all  persons  firing  guns 
near  their  posts,  whether  Townsmen  or  Soldiers. 


MINTTK   OF  COUNCIL  OF  WAR. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Cambridge,  Head-Quarters,  August 
3,  1775.    Present : 

His  Excellency  General  Jl'nshington,  Major-Gcnerals 
Ward,  Lee,  and  Futiiam;  Brigadier-Generals  Thoiims, 
Heath,  Spencer,  Sullivan,  Greene,  Gates. 

The  General  communicated  sundry  Letters  respecting 
the  state  of  Ammunition,  which  ajipears  to  be  far  short  of 
the  return  made  some  time  ago;  and  having  explained  in 
what  manner  the  mistake  had  ha|3pened,  desired  the  opin- 
ion and  advice  of  the  Generals  present  on  this  subject. 

Upon  the  returns  now  made,  the  wliole  stock  of  the 
Army  at  Roxbury  and  Cambridge,  and  the  adjacent  posts, 
consists  of  ninety  barrels,  or  thereabouts.  It  was  proposed 
to  make  an  attempt  on  the  Magazine  at  Halifax,  where 
there  is  reason  to  suppose  there  is  a  great  quantity  of  Pow- 
der ;  and  upon  the  question  being  severally  put,  it  was 
agreed  to  by  a  great  majority;  and  that  the  detachment 
for  this  enterprise  consist  of  three  hundred  men  ;  also, 
to  endeavour  to  collect  a  supply  from  the  neighbouring 
Provinces  of  Xrw-Uampshirc,  Rhode-Hand,  and  Con- 
necticut. 


llnad-QiKirti-rs,  Cmibriil-r,  \nm\9i  .3,  177... 

(I'av.,!.-,  Irdnn,l.)  (LomMn,-;,,,  Hnr,f«r,l.) 

When  any  plunder  is  taken  from  the  enemy,  (not  ex- 
cepted by  the  Continental  Articles  of  War,)  such  plunder 
must  be  all  surrendered  to  the  Commanding  Otficer ;  and 
as  soon  as  convenient,  after  his  arrival  at  Head-Quarters, 
publick  notice  must  bo  made  that  an  auction  will  be  held 
in  the  front  of  the  encampment,  for  the  sale  thereof  the 
next  day  at  noon  ;  and  the  money  arising  therefrom  is  to 
be  etpially  divided  between  the  ofllcers  and  men  that  took 
it.  This  Order  is  not  to  be  construed  to  extend  to  permit- 
ting unlawful  and  irregidar  plundering,  as  any  Oflicer  or 
Soldier  who  shall  be  found  guilty  thereof,  will  be  punished 
with  the  greatest  severity. 

All  the  Armoiu'crs  belonging  to  any  of  the  Regiments  in 
the  three  Brigades  posted  in  the  .lines,  or  ia  Cambridge, 
and  those  em|)loyed  in  the  Artillery,  to  be  at  Head-Quar- 
ters by  eiirht  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  and  none  will  he 
entitled  to  any  pay  hereafter  who  does  not  attend  at  that 
time. 

lliM.l.quarl.Ts,  Cainhridgo,  Aiigiist  4,  177.';. 
l>.,r„l,-.  L«;,l«u.)  (Ciiuntc-i-sisii,  Ireland.) 

It  is  with  indignation  and  shame  the  General  observes, 
that  notwithstanding  the  re|)eated  orders  which  have  been 
given  to  prevent  the  firing  of  guns  in  and  about  camp,  it  is 
daily  and  hourly  practised  ;  that,  contrary  to  all  orders, 
straggling  soldiers  do  still  pass  the  guards  and  fire  at  a  dis- 
tance, w4iere  there  is  not  the  least  probability  of  hurting  the 
enemy,  and  where  no  other  end  is  answered  but  to  waste  am- 
munition, expose  themselves  to  the  ridicule  of  the  enemy, 
and  keep  their  own  camps  harassed  by  frequent  and  con- 
tinual alarms,  to  the  hurt  of  every  good  soldier,  who  is 
thereby  disturbed  of  his  natmal  rest,  and  will  at  length  never 
be  able  to  distinguish  between  a  real  and  a  false  alarm. 


fir.NKKAI.   WASniNOTON  TO   GOVF.UNOUU   COOKE. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  4,  1775. 

Sir:  1  was  yesteiday  favoured  with  yours  of  the  31st  of 
July.  We  ha\'e  yet  no  certain  account  of  the  fleet  which 
sailed  out  o(  Boston  the  2.5th  ;  but  if  our  conjecture  and 
information  are  just,  we  may  expect  to  hear  of  it  every 
hour.  I  am  now,  Sir,  in  strict  confidence,  to  acquaint  you, 
that  our  necessities  in  the  articles  of  powder  and  lead  are 
so  great,  as  to  require  an  immediate  supply.  1  must  earn- 
estly entreat  you  will  fall  upon  some  measure  to  forward 
every  pound  of  each  in  the  Colony  which  can  possibly  be 
spared.  It  is  not  within  the  propriety  or  safety  of  such  a 
correspondence,  to  say  what  I  might  upon  this  subject ;  it 
is  sufficient  that  the  case  calls  loudly  for  the  most  strenuous 
exertions  of  every  friend  of  his  country,  and  does  not  admit 
of  the  least  delay-  No  (juantity,  however  small,  is  beneath 
notice,  and  should  any  arrive,  I  beg  it  may  be  forwarded 
as  soon  as  possible;  but  a  supply  of  this  kind  is  so  preca- 
rious, not  only  from  the  danger  of  the  enemy  but  the  oppor- 
tunity of  purchasing,  that  I  have  revolved  in  my  mind  every 
other  possible  chance,  and  listened  to  every  proposition  on 
the  subject  which  could  give  the  smallest  hope.  Among 
others,  1  have  had  one  mentioned  which  has  some  weight 
wnth  ine  as  well  as  the  General  Officers  to  whom  I  have 
proposed  it.  One  Harris  is  lately  come  from  Bermuda, 
where  there  is  a  very  considerable  magazine  of  powder  in 
a  remote  part  of  the  island,  and  the  inhabitants  well  dis- 
posed, not  only  to  our  cause  in  general,  but  to  assist  in  the 
enterprise  in  particular.  We  understand  there  are  two 
armed  vessels  in  your  Province,  commanded  by  men  of 
known  activity  and  spirit,  one  of  which  it  is  proposed  to 
despatch  on  this  errand,  with  such  other  assistance  as  may 
be  requisite.  Harris  is  to  go  along  as  the  conductor  of 
the  enterprise,  and  to  avail  ourselves  of  his  knowledge  of 
the  island,  but  without  any  command.     I  am  very  sensible 
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that  at  first  view  the  project  may  appear  liazardous,  and  its 
success  must  depend  on  the  concurrence  of  many  circum- 
stances ;  but  we  are  in  a  situation  which  requires  us  to  run 
all  risks ;  no  danger  is  to  be  considered  when  put  in  com- 
petition with  the  magnitude  of  the  cause,  and  the  absolute 
necessity  we  are  under  of  increasing  our  stock.  Enter- 
prises which  appear  chimerical,  often  prove  successful  from 
that  very  circumstance.  Common  sense  and  prudence 
will  suggest  vigilance  and  care,  when  the  danger  is  plain 
and  obvious ;  but  when  little  danger  is  apprehended,  the 
more  the  enemy  is  unprepared,  and  consequently  there  is 
the  fairest  prospect  of  success. 

Mr.  Brown  has  been  mentioned  to  me  as  a  very  proper 
person  to  consult  upon  this  occasion  ;  you  will  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  communicating  it  to  him  in  part  or  the  whole, 
and  as  soon  as  possible  favour  me  with  your  sentiments  and 
the  steps  you  may  have  taken  to  forward  it.  If  no  imme- 
diate and  safe  o|)portunity  offers,  you  will  please  to  do  it 
by  express.  Should  it  be  inconvenient  to  part  with  one  of 
the  armed  vessels,  perhaps  some  other  might  be  fitted  out, 
or  you  could  devise  some  other  mode  of  executing  this 
plan,  so  that  in  case  of  a  disappointment,  the  vessel  might 
proceed  to  some  other  island  to  purchase. 

My  last  letter  from  the  honourable  Continental  Congress, 
recommends  my  procuring  from  the  Colonies  of  Connecticut 
and  Rhode-Island  a  quantity  of  tow  cloth,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  Indian  or  hunting  shirts  for  the  men,  many  of 
whom  are  very  destitute  of  clothing  ;  a  pattern  will  be  sent 
you,  and  I  must  request  you  to  give  the  necessary  directions 
throughout  your  Government,  that  all  the  cloth  of  the  above 
kind  may  be  bought  up  for  this  use,  and  suitable  persons  set 
to  work  to  make  it  up.  As  soon  as  any  number  is  made 
worth  the  conveyance,  you  will  please  to  direct  them  to  be 
forwarded  ;  it  is  designed  as  a  species  of  uniform,  both  cheap 
and  convenient. 

We  have  had  no  transactions  in  either  camp  since  my 
last  but  what  are  in  the  publick  papers,  and  relaled  witli 
tolerable  accuracy.  The  enemy  still  continue  to  strengthen 
tlieir  lines,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  intend  to  bom- 
bard ours,  witli  the  hopes  of  forcing  us  out  of  them.  Our 
poverty  in  ammunition  prevents  our  making  a  suitable 
return. 

Since  writing  the  above,  Colonel  Porter  has  undertaken 
to  assist  in  the  matter,  or  to  provide  some  suitable  person 
to  accompany  Harris  to  you,  who  will  communicate  all 
circumstances  to  you.  I  am,  Sic, 

Go.  Washington. 
Governour  Cooke. 


GENKRAI.   WASHINGTON  TO   GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge,  August  1,  1773. 

Sir:  I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  31st  o(  July,  in- 
forming me  that  the  new  levies  are  coming  forward  with  all 
expedition.  As  the  enemy  has  been  much  longer  inactive 
than  1  expected,  I  hope  they  will  arrive  in  time  to  give  us 
their  assistance. 

My  last  letter  from  the  honourable  Continental  Congress, 
recommends  my  procuring  from  the  Colonics  o^  Rhode- 
Island  and  Connecticut  a  quantity  of  tow  cloth,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  Indian  or  hunting  shirts  for  the  men, 
many  of  whom  are  destitute  of  clothing.  A  pattern  is  here- 
with sent  you  ;  and  I  must  request  you  to  give  the  neces- 
sary directions  throughout  your  Government,  that  all  the 
cloth  of  the  above  kind  may  be  bought  up  for  this  use,  and 
suitable  persons  set  to  work  to  make  it  up.  As  soon  as 
any  number  is  made  worth  the  conveyance,  you  will  please 
to  direct  them  to  be  forwarded  ;  it  is  designed  as  a  s|)ecies 
of  uniform,  both  cheap  and  convenient. 

We  have  had  no  transactions  of  any  consequence  in 
either  camp  since  my  last  but  what  are  in  the  publick 
papers,  and  related  with  tolerable  accuracy.  1  am  now. 
Sir,  in  strict  confidence,  to  acquaint  you,  that  our  necessi- 
ties in  the  articles  of  powder  and  lead  are  so  great,  as  to 
require  an  immediate  supply.  I  must  earnestly  entreat  you 
to  fall  upon  some  measures  to  forward  to  us  every  ounce 
in  the  Province  which  can  possibly  be  spared.  It  is  not 
within  the  propriety  of  such  a  correspondence  to  say  what 
1  might  upon  this  subject ;  it  is  sutlicient  that  the  case  calls 
loudly  for  the  warmest  and  most  strenuous  exertions  of 
every  friend  to  his  country,  and  does  not  admit  of  the 


least  delay.  No  quantity,  however  small,  is  beneath  notice, 
and  should  any  arrive,  1  beg  it  may  be  forwarded  to  us  as 
fast  as  possible. 

The  express  having  left  his  horse  at  Hartford,  is  under 
the  necessity  of  going  that  way.         I  am,  Sic, 

Go.  Washington. 
To  Governour  TrumhuU. 


GENERAL     WASlIlN(rroN     TO     NEW-HAMPSHIRE     COMMITTEE 
OF   SAFETY. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  4,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  publick  capacity,  and  the  hope  that 
you  will  be  both  able  and  willing  to  give  us  some  assistance, 
have  led  me  to  make  this  application.  The  situation  of  the 
Army  as  to  ammunition,  is  by  no  means  what  it  ought  to 
be.  We  have  great  reason  to  expect  the  enemy  may  soon 
intend  to  bombard  our  lines,  and  our  stock  of  powder  is  so 
small  as  in  a  great  degree  to  make  our  heavy  artillery  use- 
less;  I  must  therefore  request  you  will  exert  yourselves  to 
forward  whatever  can  be  spared  from  your  Province  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  necessity  is  great,  the  cause  is  of  the 
last  importance ;  I  am  therefore  persuaded  I  need  use  no 
arguments  to  quicken  your  zeal.  Tlie  smallest  quantities 
are  not  beneath  notice,  as  a  considerable  stock  may  be 
formed  from  various  collections.  Lead  and  flints  are  also 
very  scarce,  you  will,  therefore,  furnish  all  you  can  spare. 
Next  to  making  the  provision,  its  being  seasonable  is  of  great 
importance  ;  every  hour  in  our  present  situation  is  critical. 

Should  there  be  any  arrivals  in  any  part  of  your  Pro- 
vince with  this  necessary  article,  I  must  request  you  to 
forward  all  that  can  possibly  be  spared  out  of  it. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant.  Go.  Washington. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Nciv-Hamjjshire  at  Eieier 

or  Portsmouth. 

Wliitchall,  August  5,  1775. 

The  following  Address  to  the  King  from  the  Council 
and  General  Assembly  oi  Antigua,  having  been  delivered 
to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretaries  of  Stale,  by  Mr.  Salmond,  agent  for  that  Island, 
hath  been  presented  to  His  Majesty,  and  was  very  gracious- 
ly received. 

To  the  King's  most  Rvcelknt  Majesty. 

Most  gracious  Sovereign:  We,  your  Majesty's  most 
dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Council  and  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  your  Island  o(  Antigua,  impressed  with  the  most 
unalterable  sentiments  of  loyalty,  humbly  beg  leave,  at  this 
time,  to  convey  our  assurances  of  them  to  your  Majesty, 
joined  with  our  most  unfeigned  and  grateful  thanks  for  the 
many  instances  of  your  paternal  care  extended  to  us, 
although  remotely  placed  lioin  your  throne  and  royal 
presence. 

Your  Majesty's  wisdom  and  attention  to  the  interest  and 
welfare  of  all  your  people,  we  must  in  common  with  our 
fellow-subjects  participate  in  the  due  acknowledgments 
of;  but  it  is  with  hearts  full  of  peculiar  duty  and  gratitude 
we  acknowledge  tiiat  regard  and  attention  to  us,  which  is 
so  strongly  expressed  by  your  Majesty  in  the  choice  of  that 
Governour  whom  you  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  over 
us ;  whose  unwearied  zeal  to  your  Majesty's  service,  and 
regard  to  the  just  rights  and  liberties  of  your  people,  are 
so  sensibly  felt  by  us,  as  to  mark  in  him  the  happy  conse- 
quences of  that  choice. 

When  we  reflect  on  tiie  able  and  mild  exercise  of  power 
in  our  excellent  Chief  Governour,  your  Majesty's  servant 
Sir  Ralph  Payne,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  at  the  same 
lime  see  how  other  Governments  have  been  rent  by  fac- 
tion, while  we  have  lived  in  a  continued  state  of  union  and 
tranquillity,  we  cannot  restrain  our  expressions  of  attachment 
to  him  as  the  true  Representative  of  the  Royal  Master. 

Tlius  endeared  to  us  by  his  conduct,  from  a  faithful  dis- 
charge of  that  high  trust  with  which  you  have  honoured 
him,  permit  us,  Sire,  on  the  departure  of  our  Goveinour 
for  Europe,  to  supplicate  your  most  gracious  favour  for  the 
reception  of  him  into  your  presence,  with  such  marks  of 
your  royal  countenance  and  approbation  as  must  be  a 
reward  of  his  faithful  services,  and  an  acceptance  of  our 
testimonial  of  gratitude.     And  permit  us  further  in  our 
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supplicalion  to  add,  lliat  your  Majesty  would  condescend 
to  indulge  the  woes  of  your  faitlilul  subjects  of  Antigua, 
by  rendering  them  again  happy  in  his  return  to  the  exer- 
cise of  the  Government  of  these  your  Leeward  Islands. 
Thomas  .Iarvis,  President, 
Thomas  AVauneu,  S^JiaLtr. 


JOHN    SIlALBROdKS   TO   CAPTAIN   THOMAS    111  TT. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  duly  received  ynur  very  kind  favours  of  the 
Mill  of  April  and  Clli  of  Mni/,  and  am  very  much  obliged 
by  your  friendly  observations  on  the  nature,  constitution, 
and  state  of  the  difFerent  fisheries  in  the  Bay  of  Chalctir, 
together  with  the  natural  objects  which  ought  to  be  my 
jjursuit.  For  jour  very  judicious  and  I'riendly  advice 
herein,  I  thank  you  kindly,  and  esteem  your  attemion  in 
this  particular  as  a  fiesii  proof  of  your  friondsliip,  which  I 
shall  be  glad  you  will  cherish  by  a  continuance  of  such 
observations  as  may  occur  to  you  from  time  to  time,  which 
I  shall  ever  esteem  myself  obliged  l)y  receiving.  As  to 
the  lease  o(  Mirimachc,  which  I  wislied  to  have  got  from 
Baillie's  attorneys  or  you,  I  am  afraid  that  matter  is  at  an 
end,  as  before  the  recei|)t  of  your  letter  on  that  subject, 
application  had  been  made  to  them  to  grant  a  lease  to  Mr. 
Corls,  which  I  had  rejected,  supposing,  as  was  very  natu- 
ral, that  k\v  people  could  be  met  with  here  to  take  a  lease 
of  it,  and  that  I  might  probably  have  an  opportunity  of  pur- 
chasinii  it.  I  should  not,  however,  have  risked  this  matter, 
if  Mr.  fVctlkcr  had  not  made  me  understand  that  you  had  un- 
limited power  from  them  to  lease,  oreven  sell  this  property; 
and  as  I  had  in  the  first  instance  applied  to  you,  I  did  not 
think  my  application  to  them  necessary,  by  which  I  am  for 
the  present  deprived  of  carrying  on  business  at  Mirimnchc. 
My  principal  objection  to  a  lease  was,  that  after  sundry 
improvements  might  be  made  during  the  period  of  it,  the 
lent  might  be  advanced,  or  a  new  lease  refused  after  such 
improvements  were  made;  and  therefore  I  proposed  to  them 
to  be  a  purchaser ;  but  the  matter  being  now  fixed  other- 
wise, I  iiave  only  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  trouble 
you  have  so  obligingly  taken  in  the  affair. 

In  consequence  of  your  desires,  I  have  held  myself  in  readi- 
ness to  acquit  (in  case  of  need)  the  bill  you  mejition  to  have 
drawn  favouring  James  Jio/ierison,  when  applied  unto  by  ^Ir. 
IViUiam  Ross ;  but  never  having  any  application  from  him, 
I  concluded  he  had  paid  it.  On  sending  to  him  this  morning, 
]  was  exceedingly  mortified  to  find  that  he  suffered  it  to  be 
])roiested,  and  that  without  ever  sending  nie  a  message.  I 
iiave  since  traced  the  bill,  and  am  very  sorry  to  inform  you 
tliat  the  holder  of  it  \ias  returned  it  to  Philadelphia,  from 
whence  it  was  remitted  to  him.  it  was  very  unfortunate 
that  Mr.  Ross  did  not  let  me  know  that  he  would  not  pay 
it ;  if  he  had,  you  may  depend  I  would  not  have  sulfered 
it  to  return  under  dishonour.  As  to  the  purchase  of  your 
grant  of  land  at  Nipiscrjuit,  it  remains  just  as  it  did  when 
1  last  had  the  pleasure  to  address  you,  and  at  present  I  see 
little  probability  of  my  being  a  purchaser  for  it,  especially 
as  there  is  an  idea  of  enforcing  payment  of  the  quit-rents, 
which  will  be  a  great  bar  and  objection  to  cultivation  in 
that  inhospitable  climate.  I  am  not  surprised,  nor  do  I  con- 
demn it  as  an  improper  measure  in  Administration;  I  think 
they  have  made  America  independent  too  soon,  and  the 
oidy  way  to  prevent  future  evil  from  the  same  causes,  is, 
to  keep  new  Colonies  more  dependant  upon  Government. 
The  unhappy  breach  between  the  disalfected  Colonies 
and  this  Country  seems  to  widen  ;  I  see  no  means  left  to  heal 
it;  it  will  cost  the  Country  much  money,  and  the  Vife  of 
many  a  brave  soldier,  to  establish  the  sovereignty  of  this 
Country  over  America ;  but  it  must  be  done,  be  the  pur- 
chase what  it  may.  I  find  that  General  Gage  is  recalled; 
bis  mild  measures  may  have  sprung  from  the  feelin"s  of 
humanity,  of  which  I  believe  he  has  a  ureal  deal ;  but  this 
sort  of  man  is  by  no  means  proper  to  lake  (he  lead  in  so 
important  a  (juestion  as  it  has  now  become.  lie  is  much 
blamed  here  for  not  taking  prior  possession  of  the  heights 
o(  Chnrlcslotvn,  that  cost  so  dear  on  the  17th  o{  June  to 
retake  ;  this  unfortimate  affair  seems  to  throw  such  a  com- 
plexion on  American  matters,  as  if  nothing  conclusive  could 
be  done  till  fresh  re-enforcements  arrive  from  hence,  which 
will  probably  make  it  so  late  that  noihim;  will  be  effectually 
done  this  summer.     Should  this  be  the  case,  I  suppose 


you  will  have  a  good  deal  of  company  at  Ilalifni  this 
winter,  as  I  find  that  a  great  part  of  the  naval  force  now  at 
Boston  will  winter  in  your  harbour. 

I  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you  :  and  remain  with 
great  truth,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  much  obliged 
and  most  obedient  servant,  John  Shai.brooks. 

P.  S.  The  enrlos"d  two  letters  I  beg  you  will  particu- 
IimIn  lecouiuii'iid  to  the  care  of  some  of  your  friends  at  the 
Island  of  .bV.  John's.  All  our  comunuiication  to  the  Bay 
of  Cha/eur,  viz  :  (^ucbcck\  is  slopped  by  the  Provincials  at 
Xcie-York,  having  taken  the  posts  into  their  own  harbour. 
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Be  assured  ])enco  will  never  be  firmly  established  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America,  until  tlie  latter  receives 
an  ample  recognition  of  her  rights,  and  a  full  satisfaction 
for  the  blood  that  has  or  may  be  shed.  The  inhabitants 
of  this  vast  Continent  would  give  up  all  their  sea-coast 
Towns,  retiie  into  the  interior  country,  and  contentedly 
subsist  on  the  bare  necessaries  of  life,  rather  than  submit 
to  the  implicit  subjugation  of  a  British  Parliament.  But 
don't  a])preliend  tliey  will  suffer  this  distress  like  docile 
animals;  no,  depend  they  will  protect  their  property  to 
the  last  extremity  ;  and  although  they  have  hitherto  acted 
only  on  the  defensive,  believe  me,  unless  there  is  an  evident 
jirospect  of  accommodalion  this  winter,  hostilities  will  com- 
mence on  their  part,  by  and  with  the  assistance  of  a  foreign 
jiower,  and  with  a  S|iirit  that  will  alarm  all  Europe;  and 
then  farewell  to  Great  Britain. 


NKWUr.RN    (nORTH-CAUOI.INa)   COMMITTEE. 

In  Cominittco,  Aiijjust  5,  1775. 

From  till'  hii(>  conduct  of  Govcrnour  Martin  at  Fort 
Johnston,  iwi\  inielligence  since  received  by  this  Committee, 
it  a|)pearshe  intends  erecting  a  King's  Slandard,  and  com- 
mencing boslilities  against  liie  people  ol'iliis  Province. 

It  is,  therefore,  Resolved,  That  no  person  or  persons  what- 
soever, have  any  correspondence  with  him,  either  by  personal 
communication  or  letter,  on  jiain  of  being  deemed  eneinies 
to  the  libeilies  o(  America,  and  dealt  with  accordingly. 
And  that  no  person  or  persons  presume  to  remove  him  or 
themselves  from  hence  to  Core  Sound,  or  any  other  part 
of  the  Province  where  the  Governour  resides,  without  leave 
of  this  Committee,  as  lie  or  tliey  will  not  be  suffered  to 
return  here. 

By  order:  R.  Coodei.l,  Chairman. 

By  a  gentleman  just  come  to  Town  from  Cajie  Fear, 
we  have  a  certain  account  that  the  armed  force  which 
lately  went  down  to  burn  Fort  .Johnston,  have  effected  the 
same  by  destroying  all  the  houses,  and  rendering  the  For- 
tress entirely  useless.  Captain  Collet,  who  commanded 
that  Fort,  it  is  said  had  a  number  of  slaves,  which  he  had 
instigated  to  revolt  from  their  masters,  actually  concealed 
in  tlie  Fort,  which  were  again  recovered  by  their  several 
owners:  for  this  treachery  they  burnt  his  dwelling-house, 
with  all  his  fiirniture,  and  every  thing  valuable  he  had  not 
time  to  "L't  on  board  the  man-of-war. 


NORTH  AMI-TON    (noRTH -CAROLINA)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  County  aforesaid, 
the  5th  day  oi'  August,  1775:  The  Rev.  Mr.  Charles 
Edieard  Taylor,  Chairman. 

This  Committee,  taking  into  their  consideration  the  clan- 
destine manner  oi  Anthonij  li'arwick's  conveying  Powder 
from  llrginia  to  Hillsborough,  and  also  examining  wit- 
nesses and  ]iapers  relative  thereto,  do 

Resolve,  That  the  said  Anthonij  fVarwick  lias  violated 
the  Association  in  a  Hagrant  manner,  and  showed  himself 
in  the  highest  degree  an  enemy  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
o(  America ;  and  the  Committee  do  consider  him  as  an 
object  to  be  held  in  the  utmost  detestation  by  all  lovers  of 
American  freedom. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Committee  do  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the  above  Resolve  to  Dixon  and  Hunter,  lo 
be  published  in  their  Gazette. 

Eaton  Haynes,  Clerk  to  Committee. 
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NEW-JERSEY  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 
Ll<t  of  the  Deputies  ivho  attended  the  aession  in  the  mouth 

of  Au(iUST. 

Bekgen:  John  Fell,  John  Dtmarcst,  Ilendrick  Knyper, 
Abraham  Van  Buskirk,  Edo  JShrselius. 

EssKX  :  Henry  Garritse,  Michael  Vrceland, Robert  Dntm- 
mond,  John  Chelicood,  Ellas  liondinot,  haac  0<j;<lcn, 
Fhilip  Fan  Corllandt,  Bethud  I'clrson,  Caleb  Camp. 

.MiDDi.KSEx:  JSathanlel  Heard,  U'llllam  Smith,  John 
Dunn,  John  Lloyd,  Azarlah  Dunham,  John  Sclmrman, 
J, dm  IVelhcrlll,'  Lucas  Schenck,  Jonathan  Sergeant, 
Jonathan  Baldwin,  Jonathan  Deare. 

.Morris:  milium  fVlnds,  milium  De  Hart,  Jonathan 
Stiles,  Damd  Thompson,  Jacob  Drake,  Ellis  Cook, 
Silas  Condlct. 

Somkrskt:  Hendrick  Fisher,  Peter  Schenck,  Abraham 
Fan  Ncste,  Enos  Kelsey,  Jonathan  D.  Sergea/it,  Fred- 
erick Frelinghuysen,  IVllllam  Paterson,  Nathaniel 
Ei/ers. 

Sussex:  Edu-ard  Dumont,  millam  Marwcll,  Jnhn  B. 
Scott,  Hugh  Hughs,  Mark  Thompson,  llililam  Nor- 
criiss. 

Monmouth  :  Edward  Tai/lor,  Rohrrt  Moiiti^omcri/,  John 
Holmes,  John  Covnihoiun,  Daniel  Hendrlrkson. 

Hunterdon:  Samuel  Tucker,  John  Mehelm,  John  Hart, 
Ralph  Hart,  John  Stout,  Jasper  Smith,  Thomas  Lowri/, 
Charles  Stewart,  Dnuld  Hunt,  Itlrliard  Stevens,  John 
Stevens,  Jun.,  Thotnas  Stout,  Thomas  Jones,  Abraham 
Bomiell,  Joseph  Beavers. 

Bl-ri.in<;ton:  Joseph  Borden,  Isaac  Pearson,  Colin 
Campbell,  John  Pope. 

Gl(jUcestek:  John  Sparks,  Joseph  Hugg,  Joseph  Ellis, 
Elijah  Clark. 

Cumberland;  Samuel  Flthlan,  Jonathan  Elmer,  Thomas 
Ewlng. 

Salkm  :  Jacob  Scoggln,  James  James,  John  Holmes,  Ben- 
jamin Holmes,  Ephrulm  Lloyd. 

Cape  May:   Elijah  Hughs. 

Ill  Conr;n;ss,  August  5,  1775. 

1.  Rcsejlved,  That  the  several  persons  appointed  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Ordinance  of  this  Congress  in  their  last  session, 
to  collect  the  quotas  of  the  several  Townships,  do  pay  the 
Money  by  them  collected  to  the  County  Collector  on  or 
before  the  tenth  day  of  September  next;  and  if  any  persons 
viihin  their  respective  Districts  shall  have  refused  payment, 
that,  in  such  case,  they  do  make  and  deliver  in  a  list  of 
tlie  names  of  the  delinquents  to  their  several  Conmiittees, 
toiietlier  with  their  receipts  and  vouchers  for  the  Money 
which  ihey  shall  have  paid  to  the  aforesaid  County  Collec- 
tors. 

•2.  Resolved,  That  the  several  Committees  do  furnish 
tlie  Provincial  Congress  at  their  next  session  with  the  names 
of  all  such  persons  within  their  District  as  shall  have  re- 
fused to  sign  the  x\ssociation  reconmiended  in  the  last  Con- 
gress, or  one  of  a  similar  nature  ;  and  of  all  such  as  shall 
have  refused  to  pay  their  respective  apportionments. 

•i.  Resolved,  That  the  respective  Committees  in  this 
Colony  do  return  to  the  Provincial  Congress  at  their  next 
session  copies  of  the  several  Associations  signed  in  their 
Districts,  agreeable  to  the  former  order  of  this  Congress, 
together  with  the  names  of  those  who  have  signed  tlie 
same. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Assessors  and  Collectors,  appoint- 
ed to  apijonion  and  collect  the  said  Money,  do  receive 
such  reward  for  their  labour  and  trouble  therein  as  the  As- 
sessors and  Collectors  are  by  law  entilled  to,  for  assessing 
and  collecting  the  Provincial  Taxes. 

5.  Resolved,  That  in  case  any  p:irt  of  the  sum  of 
Ten  Thousand  Pounds,  by  the  said  Ordinance  directed  lo  be 
raised,  shall,  from  the  event  of  publick  affairs,  be  found  to 
be  unnecessary  for  the  purposes  thereby  intended  :  in  such 
case  the  surplus  be  paid  by  the  several  County  Committees 
into  the  hands  of  the  County  Collectors  appointed  by  Act 
of  Assembly,  to  be  by  them  applied  towards  discharging 
the  quotas  of  such  Counties  in  the  publick  Taxes  of  the 
Province. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  several  Committees,  to  whom  the 
disposal  of  the  said  Money  was,  by  the  Ordinance  of  the 
last  session,  entrusted,  do  account  to  the  Provincial  Con- 


gress for  their  several  disbursements,  and  the  uses  to  which 
they  may  have  been  applied. 


Whereas,  it  is  liighly  expedient,  at  a  time  when  this 
Province  is  likely  to  be  involved  in  all  the  horrours  of  a 
civil  war,  and  when  it  has  become  absolutely  necessary  to 
increase  the  burden  of  Taxes  already  laid  upon  the  good 
people  of  this  Colony  for  the  just  defence  of  their  invalua- 
ble rights  and  privileges,  that  "the  inhabitants  thereof  should 
have  frequent  opportunities  of  renewing  their  choice  and 
approbation  of  the  Representatives  in  Provincial  Congress  : 
It  is  therefore  Resolved,  Tiiat  the  inhabitants  in  each  Coun- 
ty, qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives  in  General  Assem- 
bly, do  meet  together  at  the  places  herein  after  mentioned, 
on  Thursday  the  twenty-first  day  of  September,  next,  and 
then  and  there,  by  plurality  of  voices,  elect  and  appoint  any 
number  not  exceeiliug  five  substantial  freeholders  as  Depu- 
ties, with  full  power  to  n^present  such  County  in  Provin- 
cial Congress,  to  be  held  at  Trenton,  in  the  County  of  Hun- 
terdon, on  Tuesday  the  third  day  of  Of/oitr  next :  And 
that  tlie  jilaces  of  meeting  for  the  election  in  each  County 
shall  be,  for  the  County  of  Bergen,  at  tlie  Conrt-House  in 
New-Barbados ;  County  of  Essex,  at  the  Court-House  in 
Newark;  County  of  Middlesex,  at  the  Conrt-House  in 
New-Brunswick  ;  County  of  Somerset,  at  the  Court-House 
in  Hillsborough;  County  of  Morris,  at  the  Court-House 
in  Morris  Town;  County  of  Monmouth,  at  the  Couii- 
House  in  Freehold ;  County  of  Hunterdon,  at  the  house 
of  John  Ringo  in  Amwtll ;  County  of  Sussex,  at  the  C^outt- 
House  in  New-Town  ;  County  of  Burlington,  at  the  Coint- 
House  in  the  City  of  Burlington  ;  County  of  Gloucester, 
at  the  Court-House  in  the  Town  of  Gloucester;  County  of 
Salem,  at  the  Court-House  in  the  Town  of  Salem  ;  County 
of  Cumberland,  at  the  Court-House  in  Bridgetown ;  County 
of  Cape-May,  at  the  Court-House  in  Middle  Precinct. 

And  that  the  Deputies  so  elected  shall  receive  a  Certifi- 
cate of  their  election,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

We  do  hereby  certify,  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  here- 
of, A,  B,  C,  &ic.,  were  duly  elected  Deputies  for  the  Coun- 
ty of  in  the  Province  of  Ncw-.fersey,  with  full 

power  to  represent  the  said  County  in  Provincial  Congress, 
to  be  held  at  Trenton,  in  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  on  the 
third  day  of  October  next  ;  as  witness  our  hands  and  seals 

this  ......  day  of A.  D.  1775. 

AVhich  Certificate,  under  the  hamis  and  seals  of  the  Pre- 
sident or  Chairman  chosen  to  preside  at  such  election, 
together  with  five  or  more  freeholders  of  the  said  County, 
shall  be  sutticient  evidence  ol'  such  election. 

Resolved,  That  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
unhappy  disputes  between  Great  Britain  and  America, 
there  be  a  new  choice  of  Deputies  in  every  County  of  this 
Province  yearly,  on  the  third  Thursday  in  September. 

Resolved,  That  on  the  said  third  Thursday  in  Septem- 
ber in  every  year  the  inhabitants  in  each  County,  qualified 
as  aforesaid,  do  elect,  by  plurality  of  voices,  a  sufficient 
number  of  freeholders  to  constitute  a  County  Committee 
of  Observation  and  Correspondence,  with  full  power  as  well 
to  superintend  and  direct  the  necessary  business  of  the 
County,  as  to  carry  into  execution  the  resolutions  and  orders 
of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses. 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  each  Township,  quali- 
fied as  aforesaid,  do  inmiediately  choose  (where  it  is  not 
already  done)  a  sufficient  number  of  freeholders  to  consti- 
tute a'Townsbip  Committee:  and  that  on  the  second  Tues- 
day in  March,  in  every  year  hereafter,  they  do  proceed 
anew  in  like  manner  to  choose  such  a  number  of  freeholders 
as  shall  be  thought  necessary  to  constitute  Committees  to 
act  as  Committees  of  Observation  and  Correspondence  in 
each  Township,  with  power  to  transact  the  business  refer- 
red to  them  by  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses, 
and  the  County  Committees. 

WodnosiUy,  August  16,  177,^. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Plan  for 
further  regulating  the  Militia,  &c.,  which,  after  certain 
amendments,  was  approved,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

The  Congress  taking  into  further  consideration  the  state 
of  the  Militia  in  this  Province: 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  several  County,  or  (where  there 
is  no  County)  the  Township  Committees,  do  transmit  the 
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names  of  all  the  Militia  Officers,  chosen  within  their  respec- 
tive Districts,  to  ilie  Provincial  Congress,  or  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  to  be  by  them  coniniissioned,  agreeable 
to  the  directions  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  2.  That  all  otlicers  above  the  rank  of  a  Cap- 
tain, not  already  chosen  or  appointed  pursuant  to  an  Or- 
dinance of  this  Congress  made  at  their  last  session,  be 
appointed  by  the  Congress,  or,  during  their  recess,  by  the 
Committee  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  3.  That  where  the  inhabitants  of  different 
Townships  liave  been  embodied  into  one  Company,  Batta- 
lion, or  Regiment,  before  the  :20th  day  of  June  last,  it  is  not 
the  intention  of  this  Congress  they  should  be  dissolved, 
provided  they  govern  themselves  according  to  the  rules 
and  directions  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  4.  That  the  Militia  o(  Bergen  shall  compose 
one  Regiment;  the  Militia  of  Essev  two  Regiments,  with 
privilege  of  forming  them  into  four  f3attalions;  the  Militia 
of  Middlesex  two  Regiments;  the  Militia  of  Somerset  two 
Regiments;  the  Militia  of  Mo7(mo»^/i  three  Regiments;  the 
Militia  of  Morris  two  Regiments  and  one  Battalion  ;  the 
Militia  of  Sussex  two  Regiments  and  one  Battalion  ;  the 
fllilitia  of  Hunterdon  four  Regiments;  the  Militia  of  Bur- 
lington two  Regiments,  anti  a  Company  of  Rangers  in  the 
Township  of  Little  Egg-Harbour :  the  Militia  of  Glouces- 
ter ihvfc  Battalions;  the  Militia  of  &/e»t  one  Regiment; 
the  Militia  of  Cumberland  two  Battalions;  and  tlie  Militia 
of  Cape-May  one  Battalion. 

Resolved,  5.  That  this  Congress  do  recnuinicnd  to  ail 
inferiour  Officers  to  pay  due  obedience  to  their  superiour 
Officers,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  Continental  and 
Provincial  Congresses. 

Resolved,  6.  That  in  case  of  disobedience,  or  irreirular 
behaviour  in  any  Officer  whatever,  while  on  duty,  com- 
plaint be  made  to  the  Committee  of  the  County  to  which 
lie  belongs ;  the  majority  of  whom  shall,  as  soon  as  con- 
venient, make  strict  inquiry  into  the  same;  and,  if  they 
think  proper,  may  suspend  the  Officer  so  ofTending,  and 
report  their  proceedings,  together  with  the  charge  and  evi- 
dence, to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  to  the  next  Provin- 
cial Congress  ;  who  shall  take  such  order  therein  as  to  them 
shall  appear  to  be  just  and  reasonable. 

Resolved,  7.  That  all  effective  men,  between  the  ages 
of  sixteen  and  fifty,  who  shall  refuse  to  enrol  themselves 
and  bear  arms,  shall  pay  into  the  hanrls  of  the  Township 
Committees,  where  they  reside,  four  Shillings  Proclama- 
tion Money  per  month,  as  an  equivalent  for  their  jiersonal 
service. 

Resolved,  8.  That  in  case  any  person  shall  refuse  pay- 
ing the  same,  the  Committee  shall  return  his  name  to  the 
Provincial  Congress,  or  to  the  Conmiittee  of  Safety,  to  be 
dealt  with  as  they  shall  direct. 

Resolved,  9.  That  every  person  who  hath  signed  or 
shall  sign  the  Muster-Roll,  and  neglects  to  attend  on  the 
day  of  mustering,  shall  pay  two  Shillings  Proclamation  for 
every  mustering  day  he  is  absent,  iniless  he  can  give  a  sufii- 
cient  reason  for  his  absence,  to  be  judged  of  by  his  Captain, 
who  is  hereby  required  to  demand  the  same :  and  if  the 
delinquent  refuse  payment,  then  the  Captain  shall  return 
liis  name  to  the  Township  Committee,  to  be  by  them  re- 
ported to  the  next  Congress;  provided  that  no  more  than 
two  fines  in  a  month  be  imposed  on  any  one  person. 

Resolved,  10.  That  the  Moneys  received  by  the  Com- 
mittees and  Captains,  from  pei'sons  who  do  not  bear  arms, 
nor  attend  their  duty  upon  mustering  days,  shall  be  by  them 
jointly  applied  towards  defraying  the  expense  attending  the 
instruction  and  equipment  of  the  Companies  in  their  i-e- 
spective  Districts — the  lines  of  persons  under  age  to  be  paid 
by  their  parents,  and  of  apprentices  by  their  masters. 

Resolved,  11.  That  eacli  private  Soldier  be  furnished 
with  good  Arms,  Powder  and  Ball,  as  near  as  maybe,  agree- 
able to  the  requisitions  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  1-2.  That  where  Arms  may  be  wanting  bv 
such  eif'ective  men  as  shall  be  unable  to  procure  them,  the 
Captain  of  the  Company  to  which  such  persons  belong 
shall  make  application  to  the  Conmiittee  of  the  County  or 
Township,  who  shall  supply  them,  on  receiving  socurilv 
for  their  proper  application,  provided  any  Arms  shall  remain 
in  their  hands,  after  first  supplying  such  of  the  Minute-men, 
hereafter  directed  to  be  enrolled,  as  may  be  unable  to  fur- 
nish themselves  with  the  same. 


Resolved,  13.  That  the  precedency  of  Rank  in  the  Mili- 
tia shall  take  place  in  the  following  order:  1  Essei,  2 
Salem,  '3  Gloucester,  4  Morris,  5  Sussex,  6  Cape-May,  7 
Monmouth,  8  Somerset,  9  Bergen,  10  Cumberland,  11 
Middlesex,  \-2  Hunterdon,  l-i  Burlington:  and  that,  where 
there  may  be  more  than  one  Regiment  or  Battalion  in  a 
County,  the  precedency  shall  be  determined  by  the  Coun- 
ty Committee,  according  to  their  former  seniority. 

Resolved,  14.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  eH'ectually  carry- 
ing into  execution  the  recommendation  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  respecting  the  appointment  of  Minute-men, 
four  thousand  able-bodied  effective  men  be  enlisted  and 
enrolled  in  the  several  Counties  in  this  Province,  under 
officers  to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  this  Con- 
gress, or  Committee  of  Safety,  who  shall  hold  themselves 
in  constant  readiness,  on  the  shortest  notice,  to  march  to 
any  place  where  their  assistance  nia\'  be  required,  for  the 
defiance  of  this  or  any  neighbouring  Colony. 

Resolved,  15.  That  the  several  Counties  in  this  Pro- 
vince shall  furnish  Minute-men  in  the  proportions  follow- 
ing, viz : 
County  of  Bergen  4  Companies  of  61  men  each,  Officers 

included. 
Esser,  6  companies,  do.  Hunterdon,  8  companies,  do. 

Middlesex,  6  companies,  do.  Burlington,  5  companies,  do. 
Monmouth,  6  companies,  do.  Gloucester,  4  companies,  do. 
Somerset,     5  companies,  do.  Salem,  3  companies,  do. 

I\lorris,  (j  companies,  do.  Cumberland, 3  companies,  do. 
Sussex,         5  compank's,  do.  Cape-May,   1  company,    do. 

Resolved,  16.  That  the  said  Minute-men,  upon  their 
enlistment,  shall  sign  a  Muster-Roll  in  the  words  following: 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  voluntarily  enlist  ourselves  as 
l\rmute-men,  in  the  Company  of  ....  in  the  County  of 

;  and   do  promise  to  hold  ourselves  in   constant 

readiness,  on  the  shortest  notice,  to  march  to  any  place 
where  our  assistance  may  be  required,  for  the  defence  of 
this  or  any  neighbouring  Colony;  as  also  to  pay  due  obe- 
dience to  the  commands  of  our  Officers,  agreeable  to  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Continental  Congress,  or  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  iNcji'-Jer^cy,  or,  during  its  recess, 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  As  witness  our  hands,  &ic. 

Resolved,  17.  That  the  several  County  Committees  of 
this  Province,  or,  where  there  are  no  County  Committees, 
the  Township  Committees  jointly,  do  forthwith  nominate 
Officers  for  the  several  Companies  of  Minute-men  in  each 
County,  with  assurance,  that,  as  soon  as  their  Companies 
aie  completed,  they  shall  receive  commissions  from  the 
Provincial  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  IS.  That  the  Minute-men  be  formed  into  ten 
Battalions ;  one  in  Bergen,  one  in  Essex,  one  in  iMiddlc- 
scr,  one  in  Monmouth,  one  in  So7nersct,  one  in  Morris,  one 
in  Sussex,  one  in  Hunterdon,  one  in  Burlington,  one  in 
Gloucester  and  Salem:  and  that  the  Companies  in  Cumber- 
land and  Cape-May  be  Independent  Companies  of  Light- 
Infantry  and  Rangers. 

Resolved,  19.  That  wherever  the  whole  or  the  greater 
part  of  a  Militia  Company  shall  offer  their  service  as  Min- 
nte-men,  they  may  be  commanded  by  the  Officers  already 
appointed  and  chosen  by  them. 

Resolved,  20.  That  whenever  any  of  the  said  Minute- 
men  shall  be  called  into  actual  service,  they  shall  receive  the 
like  pay  as  the  Continental  Army  ;  and  be  furnished  with 
Camp-equipage  and  Provisions;  and  also  be  ])iovided  for 
if  wounded  and  disabled  in  the  service  of  their  Country. 

Resolved.  21.  That  the  several  Battalions  and  Compa- 
nies of  Minute-men  raised  as  aforesaid,  while  remaininn;  in 
this  particular  service,  shall  have  precedency  of  rank  of  the 
common  Mditia  of  the  Pro\ince. 

Resolved,  22.  That  the  ]Minutc-men  raised  as  aforesaid 
shall  continue  in  service  for  the  space  of  four  months,  when 
such  of  them  as  require  it  shall  be  relieved,  unless  upon 
actual  service. 

Resolved,  23.  That  the  precedency  of  rank,  among  the 
several  Battalions  and  Companies  of  said  Minute-men,  shall 
be  settled  from  jiriorit}  in  the  dates  of  their  respective  com- 
missions. 

Residved.  21.  That  two  Brigadier-Generals  be  appoint- 
ed lor  this  Province,  and  that be  the  first,  and 

r/iihmon  Hickerson,  Esq.,  be  the  Second  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral of  the  said  Province. 
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It  being  suggested,  that  divers  persons  in  the  Province 
are  attempting  to  raise  Companies  of  Light-Infantry,  wiiich 
may  liave  a  tendency  to  break  other  Companies  that  have 
been  formed  by  Committees,  pursuant  to  the  former  Mili- 
tia Ordinance  of  this  Congress :  Resolved  therefore,  That 
no  person  wiiatever  do  presume  to  raise  any  l/ight-Infan- 
trv,  or  Inde))endent  Company,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Field-Officers  to  whom  they  belong,  and  the  approbation 
of  the  County  or  Township  Committee,  where  tliere  is  no 
County  Committee,  be  first  obtained;  and  tliat  all  Com- 
jianies  formed  before  the  '20th  day  of  June  last  shall  remain 
as  they  were  formed,  unless  on  such  consent  and  approba- 
tion as  aforesaid,  such  only  excepted  as  have  been  consti- 
tuted by  permission  from  this  Congress. 

Tluirsilay,  Aiijtust  17,  177:.. 
Jlcsolvcd,  That  as  there  are  a  number  of  people  within 
this  Province,  whose  peculiar  religions  principles  will  not 
allow  them  in  any  case  to  bear  amis — this  Congress  intend 
no  violence  to  conscience  ;  and  therefore  would  earnestly 
iccommeud  it  to  all  such  persons  to  contribute  the  more 
liberally,  in  these  times  of  universal  calamity,  to  the  relief 
of  their  distressed  brethren  in  the  several  Colonies ;  and  to 
do  all  other  services  to  their  oppressed  Country,  consistent 
with  their  religious  profession. 

Jiesolved,  That  before  any  person  shall  receive  a  mili- 
tary commission,  agreeable  to  the  Militia  Ortlinance  of  this 
Coni^ress,  he  shall  sign  the  Association  formed  and  recom- 
mended by  the  same;  and  if  he  hold  a  commission  under 
the  late  Militia  Act  of  Assembly,  that  he  first  resign  such 
commission  to  the  Governour  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Jonathan  D.  Sergeant,  Esq.,  be  and 
he  is  hereby  appointed  Provincial  Treasurer  to  this  Con- 
gress :  and  it  is  ordered,  that  the  balance  of  Moneys  in  his 
hands,  which  he  received  towards  paying  the  expenses  ot 
the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress, 
together  with  such  as  may  hereafter  come  into  his  hands, 
be  applied  to  SLich  uses  as  shall  be  directed  by  this  Con- 
gress, or,  during  its  recess,  by  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
And  that  he  do  immediately  call  in  the  several  sums  yet 
due  from  any  of  the  Counties;  and  in  case  of  further 
neglect  in  them  to  discharge  the  same,  that  the  said  Trea- 
surer do  make  report  thereof  to  the  next  Provincial  Con- 
gress. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  Reinonstrance 
from  the  County  Committee  of  Sussex,  relative  to  the  rais- 
ing the  prices  of  shop  goods  within  the  said  County,  occa- 
sioned by  the  advanced  price  in  jSexc-York  and  Philadel- 
phia, do  resolve  that  the  said  Committee  are  the  proper 
persons  to  inquire  into  the  complaint  mentioned  in  the  said 
Remonstrance;  and  if,  on  examination,  they  find  it  to  be 
well  foimded,  do  then  reconimend  that  the  said  Committee 
make  application  to  the  Committees  o(  A'ew-York  and 
Philadelphia,  and  re|jresent  the  conduct  of  such  traders  in 
the  said  Provinces  as  shall  appear  to  them  to  be  culpable. 
Ordered,  That  the  several  County  Committees  do  ap- 
point one  Surgeon  to  each  Regiment  and  Battalion  belong- 
ing to  their  respective  Counties  ;  and  certify  the  name  of 
such  Surgeon  to  the  next  Congress,  or  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  in  order  to  his  being  pro})erly  commissioned. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  recommend  to  the 
several  County  Committees  in  this  Colony,  that  they  im- 
mediately employ  Gunsmiths  to  make  such  a  number  of 
Arms  as  they  shall  judge  to  be  necessary  and  wanting  in 
their  respective  Counties  ;  and  that,  in  the  manufactory  of 
the  said  Arms,  particular  attention  be  paid  to  the  directions 
of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Hend rick  Fisher,  Samuel  Tucker,  Isaac 
Pearson,  John  Hart,  Jonathan  D.  Sergcu7it.  Azuriah 
Dunham,  Peter  Schenck,  Enos  Kehey,  Joseph  Borden, 
Frederick  Frelinghuyscn,  and  John  Schurman,  be  a  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  during  the  recess  of  this  Congress. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  the  20th  day  of  Septemher 
next,  unless  sooner  convened  by  the  Committee  of  Safet)'. 


PHILIP  VAN  RENSSELAER  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

New.Yorlt,  August  5,  1775. 

Whereas,  I,  the  underwritten,  Philip  Van  Rensselaer, 
of  the  City  oi  Albany,  and  Province  oi  New-York,  mer- 
chant, being  appointed  by  Jl'alter  Livingston,  Esquire,  for 


supplying  the  Troops  under  the  command  of  General 
Schuyler:  and  as  a  large  quantity  of  barrelled  pork  will 
be  wanted  for  supplying  the  said  Troops,  and  at  present 
finding  a  great  scarcity  of  that  article  in  this  Province,  and 
am  informed,  cannot  possibly  be  supplied  with  a  sufficient 
quantity  re(]uisite  and  necessary  for  said  Troops,  without 
having  assistance  from  the  Province  of  Connecticut ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  begs  leave  to  recpiest,  that  tiie  honoura- 
ble Provincial  Congress,  or  Committee  now  sitting  for  the 
said  Province  o(  New-York,  woidd  be  pleased  to  take  the 
same  into  their  consideration  ;  and  humbly  conceives,  that 
were  they  to  write  to  Governour  Trumbull,  or  any  other 
person  or  persons,  which  they  may  think  proper,  requesting 
that  leave  may  be  given  to  ship  lour  hundred  and  fifty  bar- 
rels good  merchantable  pork,  they  iriight  be  supplied,  and 
consign  the  same  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Dennis  and  Daiv- 
son  of  said  City  of  New-York,  merchants,  who  have  my 
particular  directions  to  receive  the  said  pork  on  my  account, 
provided  leave  can  be  obtained. 

I'liii.ip  Van  Rensselaer. 

In  Provincial  tlongress,  New-York,  August  8,  1775. 
Ordered,  That  Governour  Trumbull  be  requested,  and 
he  is  hereby  reijuested,  by  this  Congress,  to  permit  the 
quantity  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  good  merchant- 
able Pork  to  be  sent  to  New-York,  to  the  care  of  Messrs. 
Dennis  and  Daivson,  to  be  forwarded  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  Army  in  the  northern  parts  of  this  Colony. 
A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes: 

John  McKesson,  Secretari/. 


DAVUl    WELMI    TO   (.  0\  KKNOUR  TRUMEVLL. 

Ticondoroga,  August  5,  1775. 
Sir  :  The  men  at  this  place,  belonging  to  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  think  they  are  not  well  used,  as  they  were 
promised  several  tilings,  they  don't  think  there  are  any  steps 
taken  to  fulfil  it,  our  Connuissaries  being  superseded  by 
Commissaries  in  New- York  Government;  and  they  avow 
the  princi|)les,  that  if  soldiers  have  biead  and  pork,  it  is 
enough  ;  and  Captain  Phelps  has  wrote  to  the  Colonel,  that 
they  tell  him  expressly  that  he  has  no  business  to  buy  any 
thing,  but  only  to  forward  jirovisions.  1  heard  a  few  days 
ago,  that  he  is  dismissed,  but  1  don't  know  the  certainty  of 

Several  of  the  companies  have  no  brass  kettles  to  this 
day.  About  a  week  ago  I  got  one  for  my  company,  and 
don't  think  I  shall  have  any  more  this  year.  Pails  and  bot- 
tles we  can't  get  as  yet ;  and  not  more  tlian  one  tenth  part 
of  the  bowls  that  we  were  to  have. 

Some  things  commanded  in  the  act  of  Assembly  for  the 
soldiers  can't  all  be  got  here,  but  the  chief  of  them  might 
be  got  as  well  here  as  at  Boston.,  but  they  would  cost  some- 
thing more ;  and  if  some  things  can't  be  had,  there  is  the 
more  reason  for  having  others;  and  if  there  had  not  been 
a  shifting  of  Coinmissaries,  I  believe  we  should  have  been 
better  provided.  Several  companies  have  no  frying-pans. 
I  have  afore  notified  our  Commissaries  and  them  at  Alba- 
ny, that  we  want  these  things. 

Our  water  here  is  very  bad  and  unwholesome,  and  great 
part  of  the  time  there  is  nothing  else  for  the  Troops.  At 
the  present  we  have  some  beer,  but  it  wont  last  long, 
and  if  our  Commissaries  do  not  get  some,  I  don't  think  any 
body  else  will.  Rum  and  molasses  are  wanted.  The  rum 
that  comes,  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  is  worse  than  none.  We 
expected  to  have  had  books  and  paper,  but  have  not  had 
one  book,  and  but  four  quires  of  paper.  I  think  there  has 
not  been  one  pound  of  soap  bouglit  for  the  Army.  A  small 
matter  of  cotlee  and  chocolate  was  bought  about  two  weeks 
ago,  so  that  the  sick  have  a  small  matter,  but  none  for  them 
that  can  keep  about.  Only  one  barrel  of  vinegar  here  and 
one  at  Crown  Point  has  arrived,  and  that,  all  said,  was  not 
worth  any  thing.  One  barrel  of  sugar  came  here,  and  one 
to  Croivn  Point,  and  that  goes  only  to  the  sick.  Since 
the  Troops  arrived  here,  it  would  take  about  half  of  their 
wages  to  make  them  live  as  well  as  they  were  to  be  pro- 
vided by  the  act  of  the  Assembly. 

There  are  five  companies  from  York  Government  at  Lake 
George,  and  they  have  their  complement  of  officers.  They 
were  to  have  forty  or  fifty  men  each,  but  I  am  well  in- 
formed that  they  have  not  above  eighty  men  on  the  ground. 
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There  is  not  a  soldier  from  York  come  over  Lnke  George 
to  stay,  and  1  don't  thinic  we  shall  have  any  before  the 
middle  of  September  or  October,  unle-s  somcihing  is  done 
more  than  a  }^ew-York  Congress  will  do.  If  yon  and  our 
Colony  rely  on  them  to  fulfil  the  engagements  of  our  Colo- 
ny, I  assure  you,  Sir,  that  ihey  are  deiermined  never  to  do 
it.  They  have  not  a  soldier  on  this  side  of  Lake  George, 
that  I  know  of,  except  a  few  sailors.  Several  ofHcers  are 
arrived,  and  more  expected  ;  and  why  all  the  places  of  pro- 
fit should  be  fdled  up  with  men  in  York  Government,  I 
don't  know,  and  our  people  be  obliged  to  do  all  the  drudg- 
ery. Commissaries'  places  are  profitable,  and  conmiand- 
ers  on  board  of  the  vessels  |)rofitable.  And  why  should 
they  have  all  the  places  of  profit  ?  Is  it  because  we  have 
no  man  capable  of  any  thing  but  drudgery  ?  Sir,  unless 
you  or  somebody  sees  to  it,  I  don't  think  we  shall  have  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  here  by  the  middle  of  September  or 
October  from  New-York  Government.  The  advantage 
of  their  situation  is  such  that  it  will  make  them  rich.  Are 
we  to  be  wholly  ruled  by  the  Committee  oi  New-York  1 
Is  it  for  their  unfaithfulness  in  the  common  cause?  Have 
they  not  been  till  very  lately,  a  great  part  of  them,  as  strong 
set  against  the  common  cause  ?  Neither  have  I  any  rea- 
son to  think  that  there  is  a  thorough  change  in  them.  Why 
should  31  r.  Ilalsey  be  dismissed  from  the  service  to  make 
way  for  a  Yorker,  when  every  man  says  he  did  well  ?  Are 
our  men  fit  for  nothing  but  privates  ?  If  there  is  not  a 
check  put  on  them,  you.  Sir,  will  be  put  to  it  to  raise  men 
another  year.  They  have  a  number  of  carpenters,  and  the 
building  of  batteaus,  &c.,  goes  on  well ;  but  upon  a  par,  I 
suppose,  it  will  take  six  of  our  men  to  replace  as  much 
money  as  one  of  them  on  a  par,  and  one  of  our  men  will 
do  as  much  as  six  of  them. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Continental  Congress  are  to  give 
out  commissions  ;  if  they  do,  unless  it  is  well  looked  to, 
there  will  be  a  great  nun)ber  of  officers,  and  but  a  few 
soldiers.  Sir,  you  may  rely  upon  it  that  ihe  New- York 
Commissaries  will  not  attempt  to  fulfil  what  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  have  engaged  ;  and  unless  they  take  some  steps 
to  do  it  themselves,  I  dont  see  how  they  can  answer  it,  to 
promise  great  things,  and  not  to  take  suitable  care  to  fulfil. 

Sir,  please  to  excuse  me  for  my  troubling  you  with  this 
letter. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant,  Sec. 
David  Wklsh. 
To  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Governour  of  Connecticut, 

&c. 


PIIOVIDF.NCE   (kHOOE-ISLANd)   TOWN-MEETING. 

At  a  Town-Meeting  holden,  by  adjournment,  in  Provi- 
dence, on  the  .5th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1775  : 

The  Honourable  Niciioi,as  Cooke,  Esq.,  Moderator. 
Voted,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  erect  the  I'at- 
teries  at  Sassafras  and  Fox  Points,  immediately  proceed  to 
build  one  Floating  Battery,  such  as  they  shall  think  proper. 
Voted,  That  the  said  Comniittee  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  directed  to  consider  the  practicability  and  usefulness  of 
building  other  Floating  Batteries,  as  a  further  defence  to 
this  Town,  and  make  their  report  thereon  to  the  next 
meeting. 

Voted,  That  the  Engine-House,  now  standing  by  the 
Market-House,  be  removed  to  the  Battery  erected  at  Fui 
Point,  for  a  Guard-House  at  that  place. 

Whereas,  certain  evil-minded  persons,  inliahitanls  of  this 
Colony,  and  acquainted  with  the  Creeks  and  Channels  of 
the  Narragansct-Bai/,  have  made  it  their  practice  of  late 
to  assist  our  inveterate  enemies  by  piloting  their  armed 
Vessels  up  the  River  from  Newport  towards  this  Town, 
with  the  known  design  of  distressing  the  loyal  and  peace- 
able inhabitants  of  the  Colony,  and  piraticaliy  seizing  their 
property,  &tc.: 

Wheiefore  it  is  T'oted  hij  this  Meeting,  That  the  De- 
puties for  this  Town  be,  and  they  are  hereby  in-tructed  to 
use  their  influence  to  procure  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, for  inflicting  the  severest  punishment  upon  such 
atrocious  offenders,  as  a  means  of  discouraging  such  vil- 
lanous  conduct  in  future  ;  and  that  such  aca  be  made  to 
extend  to  all  such  pci-sons  who  may  be  guilty  of  such  prac- 
tice on  any  part  of  the  coast. 


T'oted,  That  for  the  present  Captain  Samuel  Ji'arner  be 
appointed  to  have  the  care  of  the  Battery  at  Fox  Point, 
and  of  all  the  Guns,  Stores,  &ic.,  belonging;  to  the  same. 

Voted,  That  his  Honour  the  Deputy-Governour,  Atn- 
brose  Page,  Esq.,  Capt.  Joseph  Brown,  and  the  Members 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  in  this  Town,  or  the  major 
part  of  them  present,  be  a  Committee  to  order  when  the 
Beacon  shall  be  fired  to  alarm  the  country. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  erect  the  Bea- 
con be  requested  to  fire  the  same  on  Thursday  the  7th  day 
of  this  month,  at  the  setting  of  the  sun,  and  that  they 
procure  one  thousand  handbills  to  be  printed,  to  advertise 
the  country  thereof,  that  proper  observations  may  be  mad<i 
of  the  bearing  of  the  Beacon  from  diHerent  parts  of  the 
country  ;  and  that  they  notify  the  country  that  the  Beacon 
will  not  be  fired  at  any  time  after  the  said  17th  day  of 
August,  unless  this  Town  or  some  part  of  the  Colony 
should  be  attacked  by  our  enemy,  in  which  case  the  Bea- 
con will  be  fired,  and  three  cannon  discharged  to  alarm  the 
country  that  they  may  immediately  repau'  to  this  Town 
duly  equipped  with  arms,  &,c. 

Voted,  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  Saturday 
next,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.;  at  which  time  I  attended,  and 
waited  near  two  hotus,  but  no  other  person  except  the 
Town  Sergeant  and  Captain  John  Updike  appeared. 

T.  FosTEn,  Town  Clerk. 


general  SCHUTLEK  to  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

[Read  September  It,  1775.] 

Ticondcroja,  Aujrusi  6,  1775. 

Silt :  Enclose  you  copy  of  a  report  made  me  by  the  mas- 
ter of  the  schooner  on  Fake  Char/iplain,  confirming  the 
account  that  vessels  of  force  are  building  at  6V.  John's. 

The  acounts  of  the  persons  employed  in  taking  and  gar- 
risoning Crown  Point  and  this  place,  are  involved  in  such 
a  cloud  of  confusion,  that  I  shall  find  it  very  difficult  to 
execute  your  orders  on  this  head  with  precision.  The 
Colony  of  Connecticut  has  paid  some  part  of  the  money ; 
so  has  the  Massachusetts,  and  a  small  sum  has  been 
advanced  by  me.  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  that 
Congress  shall  order  the  accounts  from  those  Colonies 
to  be  transmitted  to  me,  (together  with  the  returns  of 
the  men  as  made  to  them,)  specifying  who  the  people 
were  that  have  received  money;  in  which  case  1  can 
take  the  receipts  in  full,  charge  the  whole  amount  in  my 
accounts,  and  give  credit  for  what  has  been  advanced  by 
others.  By  the  returns  I  have  already  received,  I  find 
that  the  same  men  are  charged  in  two  or  three  ditl'erent 
accounts,  so  that  none  can  be  paid  until  the  whole  are  re- 
turned, however  necessitous  they  may  be,  and  many  of 
them  are  most  truly  so. 

Two  days  after  my  arrival  here,  I  gave  such  orders  re- 
specting the  issuing  of  provisions,  that  I  hoped  an  effectual 
stop  would  have  been  put  lo  any  further  misapplication;  in 
which  I  have  been  disajipointed.  In  mentioning  this,  I  do 
not  mean  to  impeach  the  integrity  of  the  men  employed. 
I  believe  them  honest  and  well  meaning ;  but  however  wil- 
ling they  were  to  obey,  they  were  so  ignorant  of  forms,  that 
it  was  not  easy  for  them  to  get  into  a  proper  train,  and  there- 
fore I  ordered  the  Deputy  Commissary -General  to  send  up 
a  |)erson  (whom  I  named  and  knew  to  be  equal  to  the  task) 
to  give  them  such  explicit  directions  and  forms  as  that  they 
will  not  hereafter  labour  under  any  difliculties  lo  discharge 
their  duty  with  propriety  and  regularity,  and  Mr.  Jo/i?i  N. 
Bleecker  is  now  employed  in  that  essential  service. 

Out  of  about  five  hundred  men  ihat  are  here,  near  a 
luindred  are  sick,  and  I  have  not  any  kind  of  hospital 
stores,  although  I  had  not  forgot  to  order  them  immediately 
after  my  appointment.  The  little  wine  I  had  for  my  own 
table,  I  have  delivered  to  the  Regimental  Surgeons.  That 
being  expended  I  can  no  longer  bear  the  distress  of  the 
sick,  and  impelled  by  the  feelings  of  humanity,  I  shall 
take  the  liberty  immediately  to  order  a  physician  from  Al- 
bany (if  one  can  be  got  there,  as  1  believe  there  may)  to 
join  me  with  such  stores  as  are  indispensably  necessary.  If 
Congress  should  approve  of  this  measure,  they  will  please 
to  signify  what  allowance  of  pay  will  be  made.  If  not.  I 
shall  discharge  the  person  whoever  he  be,  paying  him  for 
the  services  lie  may  have  performed. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  Mott  is  still  here.  I  am  but  a  very 
indiiferent  judj^e  of  the  engineering  business ;  but  from 
wiiat  I  can  discover,  he  appears  to  nie  as  well  qualified  as 
any  gentleman  that  can  be  got,  who  is  not  regularly  bred 
to  the  business.  1  am  sure  he  is  active,  and  has  the  service 
much  at  heart;  and  1  could  wish,  if  his  appointment  is  to  be 
confirmed,  that  his  commission  might  be  transmitted  to  me. 

It  is  more  than  probable  before  I  can  receive  your  answer 
to  this  letter,  1  shall  have  a  sufficiency  of  boats  to  trans- 
port what  troops  I  am  likely  to  have  to  St.  John's,  it  I 
should  be  ordered  there,  for  (after  deducting  what  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  garrison  these  places,  and  bring  a 
supply  of  provisions,)  I  shall  at  most  have  only  twelve  lum- 
dred  men  ;  in  that  case  I  wish  to  be  informed  what  I  am  to 
do  with  the  carpenters  that  are  here,  for  although  I  think 
it  necessary  to  build  more  boats,  yet  I  ought  to  know 
whether  Congress  means  that  I  should  build  a  naval  force 
superiour  to  that  of  the  enemy.  If  so,  I  must  keep  them, 
and  beg  some  more  good  builders.  The  boats  I  have  found 
on  the  lake  are  so  bad,  that  the  labour  we  have  bestowed 
upon  them  is  in  a  great  measure  lost. 

As  the  commander  of  the  sloop  had  left  here,  of  which 
I  was  advised  on  my  arrival  at  Albany,  1  wrote  to  the 
Ncxv-  York  Provincial  Congress  to  send  me  up  a  man, 
which  they  have  accordingly  done,  and  1  am  just  now  in- 
formed that  Congress  has  appointed  another;  if  so,  1  beg 
the  direction  of  Congress  how  1  am  to  dispose  of  Captain 
Smith,  the  present  commander. 

1  am,  Sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, Philip  Schlvlkk. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President,  &c.,  &ic. 

Crown  Point,  Sunday,  July  .30,  Anno  1770. 
Weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  down  the  Lake  Cham- 
jilain.  At  1  P.  J\I.  saw  a  boat  under  sail  ;  brought  her  to 
by  the  fire  of  a  gun,  which  proved  to  be  Esquire  Gilli- 
lamfs  boat.  On  board  of  the  boat  1  found  a  man  that 
came  from  St.  Johns,  with  a  pass  to  pass  and  repass  up 
and  down  the  lake,  from  Major  Preston,  Commander-in- 
Chief  at  St.  John's:  and  by  Mr.  Gilliiand's  information, 
found  there  was  another  man  on  shore  that  had  a  pass  from 
General  Carkton,  and  by  an  express  was  sent  to  St.  John's 
as  a  cooper  in  His  Majesty's  service.  By  examining  them 
asunder,  1  found  their  stories  to  disagree  so  much,  that  I 
sent  them  to  your  Honour  to  examine.  John  Shatford 
says  there  is  bnt  eight  or  ten  guns  at  St.  John's  ;  the  other 
says  seventy  or  eighty;  the  former  says  they  are  hauled  by 
his  ovvn  door.  Esquire  Gilliland  desired  me  to  take  par- 
ticidar  care  of  the  latter,  viz:  John  Unguid,  as  he  said  he 
was  not  sure  but  he  was  a  tory.  I  kept  him  on  board  all 
night.  At  7  A.  M.  1  sent  them  to  Crown  Point,  under 
guard  of  three  men.  Immediately  weighed  anchor,  and 
proceeded  towards  the  Isle  of  Mott. 

July  SI. — Sailed  down  the  lake  some  distance  ;  meet- 
ing with  heavy  squalls  to  the  northward,  returned,  and 
came  to  an  anchor  under  Schuyler's  Island  for  safet)  . 

August  1. — Weighed  anchor,  and  proceeded  down  the 
lake  ;  nothing  remarkable. 

Amrust  2. — Went  on  shore  with  the  boat  with  the  Lieu- 
tenant of  Marines,  to  make  discoveries. 

August  3. — At  8  A.  M.  weighed  the  anchor  from  the 
southwest  end,  and  proceeded  to  the  northwest  end  to  the 
Frenchman's  house,  with  the  Lieutenant  of  Marines  and 
Sergeant,  to  make  discoveries;  and  there  met  with  Cap- 
tain Baker,  who  went  down  to  Vandelowe's,  the  French- 
man's, where  his  two  men  were  taken  prisoners  on  his  last 
cruise.  They  inform  him  there  are  two  schooners  will  be 
ready  to  sail  from  St.  John's  in  ten  days  from  this  date, 
mounting  sixteen  carriage-guns  each,  besides  swivels  ; 
tiiey  are  fifty-two  feet  keel,  by  good  information  from  the 
French  and  Indians  who  came  on  board  us,  and  desired  us 
to  fortify  at  a  place  where  the  channel  is  very  narrow  and 
runs  close  into  the  shore,  where  no  vessel  can  pass  without 
passing  through  said  channel.  By  receiving  said  informa- 
tion, with  the  advice  of  Captain  Baker,  thought  it  proper 
to  return  with  all  speed  to  your  Honour  to  report  ;  having 
a  fine  gale  of  wind,  I  immediately  weighed  anchor,  and 
proceeded  towards  Crown  Point,  and  arrived  there  the  4th 
of^4un-iw<,at4o'clock,  P.  M.,  1775,  on  board  the  Schooner 
Liberty.  James  Stewart,  Commanding  Schooner. 
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GENERAL    SCHLVLER  TO  GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Ticonderoga,  August  6,  1775. 

I  thank  you,  my  dear  General,  for  your  very  kind  and 
polite  letter  of  the  '^Stli  ultimo,  which  I  just  had  the  honour 
to  receive. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  here,  I  issued  such  orders 
respecting  the  provisions  and  stores,  (which  I  found  had 
been  most  scandalously  embezzled  or  misapplied,)  as  1 
hoped  would  eftectually  have  brought  matters  into  a  right 
train  ;  but  it  is  the  misfortune  of  the  people  here,  that  they 
do  not  know  how  to  obey,  although  they  should  be  willing. 
I  have  therefore  directed  the  Deputy  Commissary-General 
to  send  up  a  person  (whom  I  named  and  knew  to  be  equal 
to  the  business)  to  examine  the  Commissaries  at  the  several 
posts  on  the  communication,  and  to  give  them  such  direc- 
tions as  will,  I  hope,  introduce  regularity  in  future.  Mr. 
John  N,  Blcecker  is  now  employed  in  that  essential  busi- 
ness. 

With  respect  to  the  returns  of  the  Army,  you  will  see 
by  the  last  letter  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  you,  that 
I  have  had  no  success  in  getting  them  properly  made, 
although  I  have  drawn  and  given  them  forms,  which  I 
thought  so  clear  that  no  possibility  of  mistaking  them  re- 
mained. 

I  foresaw,  my  dear  Sir,  that  you  would  have  an  Hercu- 
lean labour,  in  order  to  introduce  that  proper  spirit  of  dis- 
cipline and  subordination  which  is  the  very  soul  of  an  army, 
and  I  felt  for  you  with  the  utmost  sensibility,  as  I  well  knew 
the  variety  of  difficulties  you  would  have  to  encounter,  and 
which  must  necessarily  be  extremely  painful  and  disgusting 
to  you,  accustomed  to  order  and  regularity.  I  can  easily 
conceive  that  my  difficulties  are  only  a  faint  semblance  ol 
yours.  Yes,  my  General,  I  will  strive  to  copy  your  bright 
exain|)le,  and  patiently  and  steadily  persevere  in  that  line 
which  only  can  promise  the  wished-for  reformation. 

Since  my  last  1  have  had  a  verbal  confirmation,  by  one 
of  my  scouts,  of  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  affidavits 
which  I  sent  you.  I  am  prepared,  with  the  utmost  dili- 
gence, to  obey  my  orders,  and  move  against  the  enemy, 
unless  your  Excellency  or  Congress  should  direct  other- 
wise. In  the  course  of  a  few  days  I  expect  to  receive  the 
ultimate  determination.  Whatever  it  may  be,  I  shall  try 
to  execute  it  in  such  a  manner  as  will  best  promote  the  just 
cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Not  a  man  from  this  Colony  has  yet  joined  me,  except 
those  I  returned  to  you,  and  who  are  raised  and  paid  by 
the  Committee  of  ^/ia/iy,-  nor  have  I  yet  received  those 
necessary  supplies  which  I  begged  the  New-York  Provin- 
cial Congress  to  send  me  as  long  ago  as  the  third  of  last 
month,  and  which  the  Continental  Congress  had  desiied 
them  to  do. 

The  troops  here  are  destitute  of  tents.  They  are  crowded 
in  vile  barracks,  which,  with  the  natural  inattention  of  the 
soldiery  to  cleanliness,  has  already  been  productive  of  dis- 
ease, and  numbers  are  daily  rendered  unfit  for  duty. 

I  am  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  have  one  carriage  for  field 
artillery,  so  that  if  I  am  ordered  to  attack  St.  John's,  and 
am  able  to  get  down  the  Soirel  River,  I  shall  labour  under 
vast  difficulty  to  bring  up  the  cannon  through  a  very 
swampy  country.  They  will  be  few,  indeed,  as  I  shall 
have  less  than  a  ton  of  powder  when  the  troops  are  com- 
pleted, to  twenty-four  rounds  a  man. 

Congress  has  appointed  Commissioners  for  Indian  affairs. 
As  one  of  them,  I  have  ordered  messengers  to  be  sent  into 
their  country  to  invite  them  to  a  conference  at  Albany.  I 
have  also  requested  the  Caughnaivagas  of  Canada  to  meet 
me  at  this  place. 

The  whole  family  of  the  late  Sir  William  Johnson  have 
held  a  line  of  conduct  that  evinces  the  most  inimical  sen- 
timents in  them  to  the  American  cause.  Sir  John  Johnson 
has  had  four  hundred  men,  partly  Scotch  Highlanders,  in 
arms,  to  protect  a  scoundrel  Sheriff  who  had  repeatedly  in- 
sulted the  good  inhabitants  of  that  country,  which  at  length 
they  retaliated.  The  inhabitants  have,  however,  drove  off 
the  Sheriff,  and  made  the  Knight  promise  he  would  inter- 
fere no  farther.  I  should  not  have  hesitated  one  moment 
to  have  secured  him  and  his  adherents,  had  I  not  been 
apprehensive  of  evil  consequences  from  the  Indians.  I 
therefore  thought  it  most  prudent  to  advise  Congress  of  the 
wliole  matter. 
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Although,  Sir,  I  am  iiiucli  in  want  of  men,  and  would 
wish  to  have  the  tliiee  Xcw-IIiimjjJiire  Companies  nun- 
lioned  in  the  copy  of  your  Idler  of  the  27th  ultimo,  yet 
ihey  are  so  happily  |)OSted,  either  to  await  the  Misisquc 
Indian.-!,  or  to  march  to  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Colony  livin;;  to  the  westward  of  where  these  troops  are 
now  posted,  on  what  are  commonly  called  the  New-llamj)- 
ahire  Grants,  that  in  case  of  an  attack  from  the  savages  I 
have  metitioned,  who,  if  any,  are  most  our  enemies,  I  could 
wish  tlieni  to  remain  under  orders  there  for  that  puipose. 

I  am  extremely  happy  to  learn  that  you  are  so  well  suj)- 
plied  with  provisions.  I  have  now  a  tolerahle  stock  of 
flour,  hut  very  little  pork  ;  fat  cattle  ai'c,  however,  coming 
up,  so  that  i  do  not  ap[)rcheii(l  we  shall  sutler  in  that 
article. 

My  best  wishes  attend  Colonel  Rird  and  Major  MiJIlii. 

I  am,  most  respeclfull)  ,  your  ICxcellency's  obedient  very 
humble  servant,  Pii.  Sum  ylku. 

His  Excellency  General   JVashiniXlon,  kc.  &ic. 


KDWAIU)    MOTT  TO   GOVKllNOl'R  TRUMBbXL. 

Tioondoroga,  August  G,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir:  Since  1  arrived  ai  this  place  the  Gen- 
eral gave  out  in  orders  for  returns  to  be  made  to  him  of  all 
the  forces  that  were  first  at  the  taking  possession  of  those 
garrisons.  1  inquired  of  his  Honour  about  the  matter.  He 
told  me  he  had  orders  from  the  General  Congress  to  pay  oft' 
all  their  accounts,  on  which  I  informed  him  that  our  Govern- 
ment had  paid  considerable  sums  of  money  to  some  people 
who  were  in  that  service,  and  desired  him  not  to  pay  any 
of  those  accounts  till  we  knew  to  whom,  and  how  much 
our  Colony  had  paid.  I  further  told  him,  that  sundry  of 
the  people  who  were  in  that  service  afterwards  entered 
into  the  service  of  the  Massachusetts,  under  Col.  Arnold; 
and  I  heard  Colonel  Arnold  order  some  of  them  to  make 
up  their  accounts  from  their  first  entering  on  the  ground, 
so  that  I  thought  there  was  danger  of  great  mistakes  being 
made;  on  which  his  Honour  concluded  not  to  pay  any  of 
them  until  he  had  collected  the  whole,  and  transmitted 
them  to  your  Honour  and  the  Provincial  Congress.  If  I 
have  done  wrong  in  my  information  to  the  General,  your 
Honour  will  correct  me. 

I  wrote  a  letter  to  jour  Honour  about  a  monlh  ago  from 
Albany,  informing  something  about  the  controversy  that 
happened  between  Colonel  Hiiniinn  and  Colonel  Arnold, 
and  concluded  to  have  given  a  further  account  from  New- 
York,  but  being  unwell  while  at  New-York  I  neglected  it. 
My  brother  and  Mr.  Ilalsey  will  be  able  to  give  a  particu- 
lar account  of  that  affair. 

I  don't  find  that  the  money  sent  by  Colonel  Easton,  or 
by  any  other  person,  from  our  Colony,  was  improved  for 
the  payment  of  the  people  that  were  at  the  reduction  of 
this  |)!ace.  I  hear  that  I  am  blamed  on  account  of  Colonel 
Enston's  having  that  money  from  our  Colony,  as  they  say 
1  reconnnended  him  to  our  Assembly.  I  did  not  in  any 
shape  recommend  him,  only  by  showing  the  copy  of  a  letter 
1  wrote  the  Provincial  Congress,  acquainting  them  that  he 
bad  a-sisted  in  raising  men  for  the  service,  &ic.,  and  de- 
sired his  own  Province  to  reward  him  according  to  his 
merits. 

We  have  had  the  account  of  the  di=position  of  the  Cana- 
dians from  sundry  persons  lately,  ol  which  my  brother  can 
give  the  particulars. 

Lieutenant  UaUcij  lialli  Ix'in  frnm  tlir  Company  ever 
since  the  latter  part  of  June,  on  board  the  vessels,  from 
which  service  he  is  now  discharged,  and  is  honourably  paid 
for:  but  he  still  talks  of  not  joining  the  Company  any 
more.  If  he  should  not,  should  he  glad  of  conmiissions  to 
fill  the  Company. 

1  am,  Sir,  with  resjiect,  your  most  obedient  hund>le  ser- 
vant, EinVAKO  MoTT. 

Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull. 


BI.ADENSBITRCH    (maRTLANd)    COMMFTTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Bladcnsburgh.  in 
Prince  George's  Countv,  on  'ISiesday,  the  1st  day  of  ^-lu- 
gust,  177.5: 

Mr.  Christopher  Lowndes,  Chairman, 

Mr.  Thomas  Wjli.ia.ms,  Clerk. 


Resolved,  That  George  3/"»ro".«  Letter  to  ^Messrs.  Bruce 
and  Ritchie  be  published  in  the  Maryland  Gazette;  also, 
his  Letters  to  the  Committee. 

Bladenslmrcli,  June  IS,  1775. 

Dear  Gentlemen:  I  received  yours  of  the  ;30th  vdt., 
by  which  1  was  glad  to  understand  that  our  friend  Hillium 
found  his  way  at  last  to  jieace  and  plenty;  but  on  his  arrival 
I  am  not  siuprised  that  he  should  find  peace  and  plenty  all 
reduced  to  poverty,  as  the  war  last  sunmier  has  drained  the 
country  of  coin  and  oilier  grain  ;  but  with  good  luck,  I 
hope  the  produce  of  your  plantation  will  again  enable  you 
to  live  in  plenty.  I  can  assure  you,  my  dear  friends,  it 
gives  me  an  inward  satisfaction  to  hear  that  you  think 
our  old  scheme  will  turn  out  to  great  advantage,  although 
1  may  never  have  the  hapiiiness  to  enjoy  the  fiuits  of  it 
along  with  you.  I  am  sensible  that  if  the>e  disputes  between 
the  two  countries  were  once  settled,  we  might  carry  into 
execution  a  great  many  schemes  uhicli  would  turn  out  to 
our  mutual  advantage.  But  limes  continue  to  wear  such 
a  dismal  aspect,  that  1  am  very  much  at  a  loss  what  to  do. 
AVe  shall  see  in  all  this  summer  and  fall  how  things  are 
likely  to  turn  out,  and  what  A.  Ross  savs  on  his  return 
from  the  Mississippi,  and  likewise  Mr.  Bruce,  as  he  in- 
tends to  go  down  about  that  time;  so  I  hope  I  shall  then 
be  better  able  to  judge  than  at  present.  My  father  writes 
me  in  his  last  letter,  that  if  I  do  not  find  the  country  I 
am  in,  or  my  jjarlicular  .situation,  to  my  mind,  I  may  leave 
it,  either  proceeding  thence  to  Jamaica,  where  my  brother 
is,  or  to  take  the  first  most  convenient  opportunity  of  a 
Clyde  ship  to  go  home,  to  be  fitted  out  next  for  Jamaica, 
or  any  other  place  to  be  thought  most  proper.  He  says 
the  last  of  these  steps  he  would  like  best,  if  I  should  find 
it  proper  to  \eavc  America  ;  and  says  the  confusions  which 
are  likely  to  prevail  on  the  Continent  for  some  time,  and 
vhich  at  least  will  ruin  trade  while  they  last,  is  the  reason 
of  this  hint  1  give  you  ;  but  says  he  leaves  me  to  act  as  I 
will  judge  most  prudent,  and  according  to  the  advice  of  my 
fiiends  present  with  me.  He  said  be  had  thus  signified  his 
mind,  that  I  might  be  in  no  dilliculty  to  determine  as  1  please. 
1  wrote  him  for  answer,  ihat  1  should  be  determined  by 
the  time  above  mentioned  what  steps  to  take,  but  could 
not  belisre.  John  Gray  likewise  advises  me  to  come  home 
to  rnter  into  copartnership  with  him,  and  to  come  out  here 
to  manage  the  business.  The  scheme  be  proposes  might 
be  carried  on  with  a  very  small  capital  ;  but  you  know  any 
such  scheme  must  be  put  off'  for  the  present.  We  hear  of 
nothing  new  down  this  way  that  can  be  depended  upon. 

There  are  so  many  d d  lies  going  about  the  country, 

and  in  the  newspapers,  that  it  is  not  worth  while  men- 
tioning any  of  them.  One  thing  is  true,  that  the  Ncip- 
Englanders  have  taken  Fort  Ticonderoga  by  surprise,  in 
the  night-time,  when  the  soldiers  were  all  asleep.  There 
was  only  about  forty  soldiers  in  the  fort.  We  have  at  last 
been  obliged  to  muster  to  live  on  peaceable  terms  with  the 
country  people.  Our  company  is  commanded  by  Colonel 
Joshua  Biall.  We  are  all  obliged  to  have  a  bunting-shirt, 
gun,  bayonet,  and  cartridge-box  :  but  if  it  is  ever  likely  to 
come  to  blows  this  way,  you  know  my  determined  resolu- 
tion not .      I  need   not  go  any  farther,  as   it   is   not 

advisable  to  trust  one's  sentiments  on  paper,  as  they  now 
o]i('n  all  letters  to  the  northward,  and  I  suppose  the  Com- 
miitees  in  every  other  place  will  follow  the  same  laudable 
example.  A  ship  arrived  lately  in  Virginia  from  Glas- 
gow. The  Captain,  upon  bis  arrival,  sent  the  letters  from 
the  company  by  express,  to  their  factors,  but  before  the 
express  reached  the  place  where  he  intended,  two  men 
I'ollowed  him  on  horseback,  took  the  letters  from  him,  read 
them,  and  then  returned  them  open. 

Lord  Dnnmore  and  family  are  all  gone  on  board  of  a 
man-of-nar. 

For  more  news  I  refer  you  to  Captain  Colvin,  as  he  says 
he  shall  write  you. 

1  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  soon.  You  may  depend 
upon  hearing  from  me  as  often  as  possible.  In  the  mean 
time,  believe  me  to  be,  dear  gentlemen,  your  affectionate 
friend,  Georgk  Munro. 

To  .Messrs.  Bruce  and  Ritchie,  on  King's  Creek,  and  care 

of  Alexander  Ross,  Esq.,  Fort  Pitt. 

P.  S.  1  shall  settle  Mr.  lirucc's  account  with  Mr.  Nicho- 
las Free. 
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BU.icnsbiirg;i,  August  1,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  It  is  with  unspeakable  giief  that  I  think 
of  my  liasty  inconsiderateness,  in  writing  what  1  ought  not 
to  have  wrote,  on  the  IStli  oi'  June,  to  two  young  men  of 
my  acquaintance,  and  am  especially  uneasy  to  find,  from 
my  letter,  that  I  have  used  expressions  which  might  affect 
others,  when,  in  truth,  I  intended  no  such  thing.  My  ap- 
prenticeship bein<;  out  in  this  country,  1  intended,  according 
to  my  father's  inclination,  to  have  gone  to  Britain,  after 
assisting  Mr.  Henderson  through  the  |)urchase,  and  I 
thought  of  nothing  less  than  mustering  in  this  country; 
but  seeing  him  fond  of  it,  and  that  it  was  generally  done, 
I  went  into  the  company,  but  intended  to  go  to  my  parents  ; 
and  having  no  property  to  fight  for  here,  I  never  had  the 
least  notion  of  enlisting  to  fight,  because  that  would  have 
obliged  me  to  stay  here,  contrary  to  my  father's  inclina- 
tion. I  am  induced  to  address  this  letter  to  you,  because 
1  have  observed  that  an  acknowledgment  in  writing  is  always 
required  by  the  Committees  from  people  who  are  guilty  of 
such  imprudence  as  I  have  been  guilty  of.  I\Iy  serious 
sentiments  are  not  against  the  rights  of  the  country:  and  I 
truly  believe,  that  if  the  peo|)le  in  general  in  Great  Britain 
were  allowed  to  consider  coolly  the  reasons  set  forth  by  the 
Congress,  and  were  well  informed  of  the  oppressions  of  the 
Ministry,  they  would  not  be  against  America.  I  cannot 
now  sliow  my  serious  sentiments,  having  so  inconsiderately 
got  the  ill  will  of  my  best  friends  by  a  letter  which  1  never 
read  over,  nor  kept  a  copy  of,  unless  by  carrying  home 
with  me  the  arguments  of  the  Congress,  and  doing  my 
poor  endeavours  to  have  them  more  generally  understood 
at  home  than  they  seem  to  be  by  the  people  in  general 
there.  Upon  the  whole,  I  commit  myself  to  you,  and 
entreat  you  to  meet  immediately,  not  doubting  but  you  will 
make  charitable  allowances  for  the  inconsiderateness  of 
youth  ;  and  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Gf.ORCE  MuiVKO. 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Bladenshurgh. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  do  adjourn  to  Monday, 
the  7th  day  of  this  instant. 


RICHARD    HE.NDEUSON   TO   (OLONEL  JOSHUA  BEALL. 

liladcnsburgh,  August  2,  1775. 

Sir:  The  letters  which  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Adjutant, 
brought,  were  read  at  the  head  of  the  Company  on  Mon- 
day, according  to  your  orders  ;  and  the  question  being  put 
on  Tuesday,  for  every  man  who  would  risk  his  life  in  de- 
fence of  American  liberty  to  repair  to  the  colours,  every 
man  present  made  up  to  them. 

Mr.  Munro  was  put  under  arrest  on  Monday,  because 
none  of  the  Company  would  agree  to  see  him  foithcoming, 
as  I  was  greatly  )irovoked  on  reading  a  letter  from  one  of 
my  family,  containing  sentiments  so  different  from  mine  ; 
but  I  was  prevailed  on  afterwards  to  become  answerable 
for  his  appearance  before  the  Committee,  who  were  to 
meet  the  next  day. 

AVhen  I  was  employed  with  the  Company  on  Tuesday, 
a  great  body  of  people  came  into  the  Town  with  loaded 
arms,  and  expressed  a  resolution  to  tar  and  feather  him, 
whatever  might  be  the  determination  of  the  Committee  ; 
and  a  lean  horse  was  also  brought,  upon  which  he  was  to 
be  set  and  drummed  through  the  Town.  This  so  fright- 
ened the  young  man  that  he  got  one  of  the  horses  belong- 
ing to  the  store,  and  rode  off  in  such  haste  that  he  carried 
away  the  key  of  the  money  drawer.  As  soon  as  it  was 
known  that  he  had  gone  off,  two  gentlemen  were  imme- 
diately appointed  by  the  people  out  of  doors  to  ride  after 
him  and  bring  him  back,  who  were  supplied  with  money 
and  horses  at  my  expense. 

The  question  then  with  the  people  out  of  doors  arose, 
what  was  to  be  done  with  me;  and  with  great  difficulty, 
after  1  had  offered  to  do  every  thing  that  I  could  possibly 
do,  they  consented  that  the  Committee  should  allow  me 
till  Monday  next  to  get  Mr.  Munro  back. 

I  am  sure,  Colonel  Beall,  no  person  who  knows  me  can 
harbour  the  smallest  suspicion  that  I  am  an  enemy  to 
Ainerica,  where  I  have  so  many  children  and  all  my  pro- 
perty. My  sentiments  I  never  concealed,  they  have  inva- 
riably been  the  same,  and  ever  friendly  to  America. 

On  Monday  next  our  Committee  are  again  to  meet.  I 
have  every  reason  to  expect   that  a  great  concourse  of 


people  will  assemble  on  the  occasion.  Mr.  Munro's  return 
is  uncertain,  and  I,  an  innocent  man,  may  be  a  victim  of 
their  resentment.  In  these  times  of  general  distress,  it  will, 
I  hope,  appear  to  the  Convention  to  be  necessary  to  pre- 
scribe some  certain  rules  to  be  observed  by  the  people,  who 
ought,  surely,  for  the  sake  of  order,  to  be  directed  by  the 
Connnittees,  as  the  Committees  at  the  same  time  ought  to 
be  by  the  Convention. 

I  Hatter  myself  that  my  conduct  hath  ever  been  sucli 
that  1  have  the  general  e^teenl  of  most  in  the  circle  of  my 
acquaintance  ;  yet  I  know  I  am  not  without  enemies.  As 
this  matter  of  Mr.  Munro's  will  spread  far  over  the  coun- 
try, and  inany  may  hear  that  I  am  answerable  for  him,  nay, 
perhaps,  that  I  am  myself  guilty  of  some  enmity  to  Ame- 
rica, 1  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  have  this  letter 
printed,  and  also  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  1  wrote  to  Mr. 
Corbett,  who  had  been  my  assistant,  dated  July  30th,  177 1, 
and  which  Mr.  Charles  fVallace,  of  Annajiolis,  saw  at  my 
house,  and  approved  of  last  winter,  in  order  that  the  publick 
in  general,  as  well  as  my  friends  and  acquaintances,  may 
be  satisfied  with  regard  to  my  conduct  concerning  the  pre- 
sent unnatural  and  unhappy  dispute  between  the  Mother 
Country  and  her  Colonies. 

The  immediate  necessity  of  the  Convention's  coming  to 
some  determination  relative  to  the  present  case,  I  hope 
will  appear  evident  to  the  gentlemen  there.  Their  deter- 
minations, and  the  opinions  of  the  Committees,  together 
with  the  rules  of  the  Congress,  I  hold  it  my  indispensable 
duty,  as  a  friend  to  the  cause  of  America,  strictly  to  observe, 
witliout  either  falling  short  of,  or  going  beyond  those  rules. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Rn^iiARD  Henderson. 
To  Colonel  Joshua  Beall. 


RICHARD   HENDERSON  TO  CUNNINUHAM  CORBETT. 

Bladenshurgh,  July  30,  177  1. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  wrote  you  what  I  thought  would  be  the 
consequence  of  the  act  for  blockading  iJosion  ;  and  now 
since  the  second  act,  destroying  the  Charter  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, and  the  third,  giving  new  powers  in  favour  of 
the  military,  there  is  an  amazing  union  of  sentiment,  from 
South- Carolina  Xo  New-England,  as  to  the  principle;  but 
the  means  of  obtaining  relief  are  to  be  settled  by  a  Con- 
gress of  the  first  patriots,  deputed  from  all  the  Colonies,  to 
meet  early  in  September,  at  which  I  should  not  be  surprised 
to  see  all  conmiercial  intercourse  with  Britain  stopped. 
Importation  from  Britain  will  assuredly  be  stopped,  either 
wholly  or  very  nearly  so  ;  but  every  honest  heart  is  shocked 
at  the  ruin  which  a  non-importation  would  bring  on  indi- 
vidual traders  in  Britain,  who  have  put  faith  in  us.  Yet 
even  this  measure  has  many  publick  advocates,  and  I 
believe  many  more  private  ones,  and  it  will  assuredly 
take  place,  as  the  dernier  resort,  before  the  Americans  will 
yield  their  rights.  You  know  something  of  the  disposition 
that  rules  the  people  here.  As  you  go  Northward,  they 
are  not  less  zealous,  but  more  steady.  x\nd  it  is  to  be  wished 
that  those  who  attempt  to  give  law  to  this  Country,  had 
correspondents  among  that  set  of  men  whom  we  call  the 
country  gentlemen  oi' America,  to  correct  the  advices  which 
they  receive  from  other  quarters.  These  men  have  ideas 
of  liberty  resembling  the  old  English  ideas.  They  have 
always  hitherto  been,  as  King  Alfred  said  the  English 
ought  to  be,  free  as  their  oivn  thoughts.  Indeed,  even  our 
commonalty  have  never  been  used  to  stand  in  awe  of  rank 
and  station.  They  are  a  well-informed,  reasoning  com- 
monalty too,  perhaps  the  most  of  any  on  earth,  because  of 
the  free  intercourse  between  irian  and  man  that  prevails 
in  America.  Their  free  access  to  courts  of  law,  as  parties 
and  jurors,  where  they  hear  the  rights  of  the  subject  nobly 
debated  ;  their  frequent  and  free  elections,  which  give  occa- 
sion for  candidates  to  scan  each  other's  principles  and  con- 
duct before  th(!  tribunal  of  the  people,  together  with  the 
freedom  and  general  circulation  of  newspapers,  and  the 
eagerness  and  leisure  of  the  people  to  read  them,  or  to 
listen  to  those  who  do.  In  such  a  country  it  is  plain  that 
the  sentiments  of  the  ablest  patriots  soon  become  the  gene- 
ral sentiments.  Our  ancestors,  say  they,  with  a  view  of 
enlarging,  not  of  diminishing  the  rights  of  their  posterity, 
emigrated  to  a  waste  country,  then  useless,  stipulating  alle- 
giance to  the  Crov.-n,  and  coincidence  of  laws  with  those 
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of  England,  and  reservin<(  all  the  r\g\ns  of  Eit^lishmen, 
especially  exeinplioii  from  taxes,  unless  they  should  tax 
themselves.  This  contract  was  solemnly  ratified  in  the  face 
of  the  world  by  charters.  England  breaks  the  contract, 
claims  a  ri!,'hl  of  taxation,  and  sends  an  army  to  enforce  it. 
If  a  contrac^t,  say  they,  must  bind  both  parties,  or  else  neither 
party,  and  she  breaks  loose,  now  are  we  bound  ? 

If  she  refuses  our  dependance  by  contract,  and  claims  it 
by  power,  she  [)ursues  a  measure  towards  us.  upon  a  resist- 
ance to  which  her  own  Constitution  is  founded.  If  her  an- 
cestors were  rijrht  in  refusing  slavery,  are  not  we  also  riiiht  ? 
If  dependance  on  the  will  of  others,  for  the  enjoyment 
of  possessions,  constitutes  political  slavery,  doth  not  the 
riijht  claimed  by  the  people  of  England,  of  granting  at 
their  wills  to  the  Crown  the  propeity  of  Americans,  con- 
stitute political  slavery  in  AmtricaJ  The  rights  derived 
from  our  fathers  we  hold  in  trust  for  our  children,  to  whom 
we  owe  protection  from  injuries  during  their  infancy.  Po- 
litical slavery  is  the  greatest  of  injuries;  are  we  not  there- 
fore most  indispensably  bound  to  guard  our  infant  children 
from  it?  We  have,  say  they,  answered  the  end  of  their 
original  emiijration.  VVe  have  aggrandized  the  British 
Empire.  All  the  spare  produce  of  our  lands,  all  the  sweat 
of  our  brows  goes  to  Britain,  in  obedience  to  her  regula- 
tions of  trade.  We  take  in  return  manufactures,  charged 
with  the  British  taxes,  and  after  paying  all  the  produce  of 
our  lands,  being  still  in  debt  for  these  taxed  manufactures, 
it  is  plain  that  all  the  produce  of  our  lands  pays  the  British 
taxes.  Where  is  the  dift'crence  whether  we  be  personally 
present  in  Britain,  paying  taxes,  or  be  here,  enabling  men 
in  Britain  to  pay  them  in  our  stead  ?  Our  taxation  by 
commerce  is  constitutional,  being  consented  to  by  us;  a 
rlnht  of  internal  taxation,  without  our  consent,  is  arbitrary. 
In  proportion  as  arbitrary  taxes  are  levied  on  us,  (since  we 
are  in  debt  more  than  all  the  precious  metals  among  us  can 
pay,)  we  shall  be  disabled  from  consuming  British  manu- 
f:iinures,  consequently  our  constitutional  taxation  will  be  less, 
as  our  arbitrary  taxation  becomes  more.  But  our  constitu- 
tional taxation,  coming  through  the  medium  of  the  manu- 
facturers, needs  no  addition  of  tax-gatherers.  An  arbitrary 
taxation  of  America  would  provide  places  for  infinite  swarms 
of  ministerial  tools.  Hence  we  suppose  a  tyrant  Minister 
and  his  dependants  liave  dared  to  call  the  riot  of  a  few, 
in  consequence  of  arbitrary  taxation,  the  rebellion  of  all ; 
attempting  to  cover,  under  specious  names,  their  iniquitous 
confounding  of  innocent  and  guilty,  untried,  unheard,  in 
one  ruin  ;  their  breach  of  national  faith  in  overthrowing 
charters,  and  their  hostile  invasions  to  force  arbitrary  taxes 
upon  us.  We  have  granted  our  property  in  aid  of  the 
Empire  in  time  of  war.  We  even  granted  beyond  our 
ability,  and   Parliament,  sensible  of  this,  refunded. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Empire  would  cease  if  one  legis- 
lative might  grant  aids  out  of  the  property  of  another.  The 
idea  of  property  would  cease  if  one  had  a  right  to  bestow 
what  belongs  to  another.  The  regulation  of  trade  is  a 
power  capable  to  govern  the  motions  of  the  whole  system  ; 
if  that  be  lodged  in  the  Parent  State  it  is  enough. 

These  are  some  of  the  reasonings  prevailing  in  America  ; 
and  although  they  come  weak  from  my  pen,  yet  they  will 
be  amusing  to  you,  more  especially  as  it  is  impossible  but 
that  all  the  attention  of  Britain  must  be  drawn  towards  a 
measure  big  with  the  fate  of  the  Empire. 
P\irewell,  and  believe  me  to  be,  i^c, 

Ricii.uti)  Hi:ni)ehson. 
To  Mr.  Cnnitinghnin  Corl/cll,  Merchant  in  (Uatgniv. 

Mr.  Green:  Injustice  to  Mr.  Henderson  I  must  beg 
leave,  through  the  channel  of  your  press,  to  inform  the 
puhlick  that  the  above  letter,  dated  July,  1774,  was  shown 
me  last  fall  at  his  house  as  he  above  asserts.  And  I  must 
further  say,  that  I  have  frequently  conversed  with  him  on 
our  present  disjjutcs,  and  he  has  always  expressed  in-inci- 
ples  the  most  friendly  to  the  fiecdom  of  America. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CnARi.ES  Wai.i.aci;. 

Monday,  August  7,  177o. 

The  Committee  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  choose  a  Chairman,  who  made  choice  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Gantt,  Chairman,  Thomas  IVilliams,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  busi- 
ness before  them  on  Tuesday  the  first  instant.  The  follow- 
ing Letter  was  produced  and  read  from  Mr.  Munro  to  the 
Committee  : 

liladcnsl.ur-h,  Auj^ust  7,  1775. 

Gentlk.mf.n  :  You  would  no  doubt,  after  reading  the 
letter  1  wrote  you  last  Tuesday,  be  surprised  at  my  sudden 
departure,  when  you  had  a  right  to  expect  my  appearance 
before  you  when  called  for.  I  do  solemnly  declare,  when 
I  wrote  that  letter  to  you  in  the  morning,  that  I  had  no 
intention  to  leave  the  place  before  1  had  appeared  before 
you,  and  submitted  to  whatever  miL'ht  have  been  your  de- 
termination with  respect  to  me.  If  I  had  intended  going 
away,  I  should  most  certainly  have  done  it  in  the  night 
lime  ;  but  in  place  of  that  I  think  it  was  after  twelve  o'clock 
on  Tuesday  when  I  left  the  Town.  My  only  reason  for 
taking  this  step  was,  for  fear  of  the  violence  some  of  the  peo- 
ple threatened,  and  were  preparing  to  inflict  on  my  person 
at  all  events,  whatever  might  be  your  determination.  I  con- 
fess to  you,  gentlemen,  that  my  fear  was  so  great  as  to  give 
me  no  time  to  reflect  on  the  danger  in  which  my  flight  might 
involve  Mr.  Henderson,  who  had  passed  his  word  for  my 
appearance  before  you,  and  who  was  iijnorant  of  my  going 
away.  My  only  thought  at  that  time  was,  to  get  out  of  the 
way  of  the  people's  fury  until  they  should  have  time  to 
think  more  coolly  on  the  matter ;  but  I  never  had  any  inten- 
tion of  leaving  the  country  without  appearing  before  )ou. 
As  a  ])roof  of  this,  while  I  was  down  the  river,  and  before 
I  heard  any  persons  were  sent  afier  me,  two  ships  sailed 
for  Glasgoiv,  in  either  of  which  I  could  have  gone.  I 
think  I  can  say  with  truth,  that  any  person,  if  ever  there 
was  a  person  who  felt  as  I  did,  on  finding  I  was  to  be  de- 
prived of  my  only  hope,  (I  mean  the  humanity  and  delibe- 
ration of  your  proceedings  on  my  inconsiderate  conduct.) 
and  was  to  fall  a  victim  to  the  rage  of  a  few  men,  who  I 
tliou(;lil  had  not  considered  the  nature  of  my  case,  nor  the 
temperate  and  prudent  rules  of  the  Congress  and  Conven- 
tion ;  I  say,  that  any  such  person  would  excuse  my  going 
out  of  the  way  at  that  time.  1  am  now,  gentlemen,  wait- 
ing to  appear  before  you,  and  to  submit  to  your  determina- 
tion, whatever  it  may  be,  and  most  earnestly  implore  your 
protection  and  interjiosition  with  this  people,  should  they 
still  be  exasperated  as;ainst  me.  Allow  me  to  go  safe  home 
in  obedience  to  my  father,  for  I  never  intended,  nor  ever 
will  injure  America. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Gkorce  Munro. 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Bladensburgh. 

The  Committee  required  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Munro, 
who  a|)peared  accordingly,  and  was  asked  the  following 
Questions  : 

(Question  1st.  What  !Mr.  Munro  meant  by  the  expres- 
sion, We  have  at  last  been  obliged  to  muster. 

Ansiver.  I  had  no  particular  per>on  in  my  eye,  and  had 
no  meaning  in  it,  further  than  that  1  supposed  others  in  the 
same  circumstances  with  insself  iiiii;ht  entertain  the  same 
sentiments. 

(Question  '2d.  Mr.  Munro  was  then  asked  whether  he 
had  any  conversation  with  any  person  on  the  above  subject. 

Ansirer.  That  he  had  not. 

(Question  3il.  Mr.  Munro  being  asked  what  he  would  have 
expressed  further  when  he  said,  I  need  not  go  any  further, 
a<  it  is  not  advisable  to  trust  one's  seiitinienis  on  paper. 

Answer.   He  had  no  meaniiii;  at  all  in  it. 

I'dled  unanimously,  That  the  said  George  Munro  is 
inimical  to  American  liberty. 

Si'Hied  by  order:  Thomas  Williams,  Clerk. 


WHITE  CLAY   CHEEK    (DELAWARE)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commitiee  of  IVhite  Clay  Creik 
Hundred,  in  New-Castle  County,  at  Mr.  Henry  Darby's. 
in  .\iu--Ark,  August  1,  177.5,  (I'illiam  Patterson,  Esq., 
being  ill  the  chair,  when  the  Rev.  Morgan  Edwards 
aiti  luled,  and  signed  the  following  recantation,  which  was 
voted  satisfactory,  viz : 

"Whereas,  I  have  some  time  since  freijuently  made  use 
of  rash  and  imprudent  expressions  with  respect  to  the  con- 
duct of  my  fellow-countrymen,  who  are  now  engaged  in  a 
noble  and  patriotick  struggle  for  the  liberties  of  ..irtcrtca, 
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against  the  arbitrary  measures  of  the  British  Ministry, 
which  conduct  has  justly  raised  tlieir  resentment  against 
me,  I  now  confess  that  1  have  spoken  wrong,  for  which  I 
am  sorry,  and  ask  forgiveness  of  the  publick  ;  and  I  do 
promise,  that  for  the  future  1  will  conduct  myself  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  avoid  giving  offence,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
in  justice  to  myself,  declare,  that  I  am  a  friend  to  the  present 
measures  pursued  by  the  friends  to  American  liberty,  and 
do  heartily  approve  of  them,  and,  as  far  as  in  my  power,  will 
endeavour  to  promote  them.  Mokcan  Edwards." 


SOUTHOLI)     (nF.W-VORk)     COMMITTEP;    TO    THK     I'ROVINCIAI, 
CONGRESS. 

Soutliold,   Ijong. Island,  Auijiist  7,  1775. 

Silt:  Our  situation  is  such  that  we  are  obliged  to  call 
upon  the  honourable  Congress  for  their  immediate  assist- 
ance. Yesterday  thirteen  sail,  eight  of  which  are  supposed 
to  be  ships-of-war,  were  seen  to  be  cruising  the  whole  day 
betwixt  Monlank  and  Fisher's  Island,  and  are  this  morn- 
ing riding  at  anchor  betwixt  the  said  island  and  the  Oyster 
Fonds.  We  are  in  hourly  expectation  of  their  landing  at 
Oyster-Ponds,  or  elsewhere,  where  our  assistance  will  be 
absolutely  necessary;  but  should  that  be  the  case,  we  are 
unable  to  defend  ourselves,  or  others,  being  destitute  of 
powder,  as  some  of  the  honourable  Congress  well  know. 
This  being  the  true  state  of  our  case,  we  thouglit  proper 
to  send  an  express  to  inform  you  thereof,  and  humbly  pray 
that  the  said  honourable  Congress  would  take  our  case  into 
consideration,  and  provide  ways  and  means  for  our  imme- 
diate supply.  Lieutenant  Norton  this  minute  appeared 
before  the  Committee,  and  informed  them,  that  his  Com- 
pany are,  many  of  them,  entirely  destitute  of  powder,  and 
ten  of  them  of  arms;  the  part  of  the  Company  mentioneil 
are  from  Brookhaven,  and  now  present  at  Hubbard's,  and 
their  arms  now  examined  by  the  Colonel  and  Major. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Robert  Hempsted,  Chairman. 
Hon.  P.  J'.  B.  Livingston,  President  Neiv-  ForAr  Congress. 

Albany,  August  7,  177."). 

A  Return  of  the  Second  Regiment  in  the  Colony  of  New- 
York,  ivhcreof  Goose  Van  Schaick  is  Colonel. 

1  Colonel,  1  Lieutenant-Colonel,  1  Major,  1  Adjutani, 
1  Quartermaster. 

Companies:  Captain  John  Visscher's:  1  Captain,  2 
Lieutenants,  3  Sergeants,  69  Rank  and  File. 

Captain  Cornelius  Van  Dyck's:  1  Captain,  -i  Lieuten- 
ants, 3  Sergeants,  65  Rank  and  File. 

Captain  Hezekiah  Balding's :  1  Captain,  2  Lieuten- 
ants, 3  Sergeants,  4.5  Rank  and  File. 

Captain  Joel  Pratt's:  1  Captain,  2  Lieutenants,  3  Ser- 
geants, 59  Rank  and  File. 

Captain  George  White's:  1  Captain,  "2  Lieutenants,  3 
Sergeants,  58  Rank  and  File. 

Captain  Barcnt  J.  Ten  Eyck's:  1  Captain,  2  Tjieuten- 
ants,  3  Sergeants,  48  Rank  and  File. 

Captain  Christopher  P.  Yates's:  1  Captain,  2  Lieu- 
tenants, 3  Sergeants,  53  Rank  and  File. 

Captain  Elisha  Benedict's :  1  Captain,  2  Lieutenants, 
3  Sergeants,  69  Rank  and  File. 

Capla'm  Joseph  McKrachum's :  1  Captain,  2  Lieuten- 
ants, 3  Sergeants,  52  Rank  and  File. 

Captain  John  Graham's :  1  Captain,  2  Lieutenants,  3 
Serjeants,  49  Rank  and  File. 

Total:  1  Colonel,  1  Lieutenant-Colonel,  1  Major,  1 
Adjutani,  1  Quartermaster,  10  Captains,  20  Lieutenants, 
30  Sergeants,  567  Rank  and  File. 

N.  13.  The  Major,  Adjutant,  and  Quartermaster,  who  are 
here  relumed,  are  those  recommended  by  the  Committee 
of  the  City  o{  Albany,  and  approved  of  by  me.  The  Al- 
bany Deputies  will,  if  necessary,  inform  the  Congress  who 
those  persons  are,  tlieir  moral  characters  and  political  sen- 
timents. Goose  Van  Schaick,  Colonel. 


COVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  August  7,  1775. 

Sir:  Fesseiiden  is  not  returned  hither.     Your  letter  to 
Major-General  Schuyler  was  forwarded  per  express  on  the 


first  instant.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Saltonsiall,  received  yesterday.  1  ordered  him,  as  C'olonel 
of  the  Third,  Colonel  Samuel  Coil,  of  the  Eighth,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Samuel  Abbot,  of  the  Twentieth  Regi- 
ment, in  this  Colony,  forthwith  lo  raise  so  many  men  of 
their  Regiments  as  could  be  speedil)'  got  in  readiness,  to 
march  for  our  defence  and  safety  against  any  attacks  or 
proceedings  from  that  Fleet.  I  have  also  ordered  Major 
Jonathan  Latimer  and  Captain  Edward  Shipman,  with 
their  Conii)anies,  of  the  Seventh  Regiment,  raised  for  our 
special  defence,  to  rendezvous  for  the  present  at  ^'ew- 
London,  notwithstanding  the  preceding  orders  given  for 
their  march  to  the  camp  before  Boston:  not  doubting  it 
would  meet  your  approbation  on  the  present  emergency. 

I  am,  witli  great  truth  and  regard,  Sir,  your  obedient 
humble  servant,  Jonathan  Trumbull. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

GEN.  WASHINGTON  TO   COUNCIL  OF   MASSACHUSETTS-BAT. 

"  In  Council,  August  7,  177.S. 

"The  Commitlee  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  to  lefjuest  him  to  inform  the  Board 
of  the  extent  of  the  powers  delegated  to  him  by  the  Coti- 
tinenial  Congress,  reported  the  following  Letter  from  Ins 
Excellency,  and  an  extract  of  his  Instructions;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

•'  Pf.rez  MoR'roN,  Sec' y  pro  tern." 

t^amp  at  l^ambridg ',  August  4,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Enclosed  you  have  an  extract  of  sucii 
parts  of  my  Instructions  as  I  conceive  you  want  to  be  in- 
formed of.  1  did  not  know  whether,  as  the  proceedings  oi' 
the  Congress  are  not  made  publick,  how  far  1  was  at  liti- 
erty  to  communicate  what  I  have;  further  I  cannot  go  at 
present.  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  lo  make  a  tender  of  my 
best  respects  to  your  honourable  Board,  and  do  me  the 
justice  lo  believe  that  I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedi- 
ent and  himible  ser\ant,  Cui.  Washington. 

P.  S.  There  are  now  at  this  place  two  or  three  Sur- 
geons from  Philadelphia,  very  jiowerfully  recommended 
to  me  by  some  of  the  Delegates  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, to  be  provided  for.  If  you  should  want  such,  and 
will  signify  the  same,  I  will  inform  them  thereof;  they  are 
strangers  to  me,  but  have  the  appearance  of  gentlemen, 
and  are  .strongly  recommended  as  men  of  knowledge  in 
their  profession.      Yours,  he.  G.  W. 

"An  extract  from  the  Instructions  of  the  honourable  Con- 
tinental Congress  to  General  Washington. 

"This  Congress  having  appointed  you  to  be  Genera! 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Colonies,  and  of  all  the  Forces  raised  or  to  be  raised  by 
them,  and  of  all  others  who  shall  voluntarily  offer  them- 
selves and  join  the  said  Army  for  the  defence  oi  Ameri- 
can liberty,  and  for  repelling  every  hostile  invasion  thereof, 
you  are  to  repair  with  all  expedition  to  the  Colony  of 
Massachusetts-Bay ,  and  take  charge  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

"For  your  better  directions — First.  You  are  to  make  a 
Return  to  us,  as  soon  as  possible,  of  all  the  Forces  whicii 
you  shall  have  under  your  command,  together  with  their 
Military  Stores  and  Provisions,  and  also  as  exact  an  ac- 
count as  you  can  obtain  of  the  Forces  which  compose  tije 
British  Aimy  in  America. 

"  Secondly.  You  are  not  to  disband  any  of  the  men  you 
find  raised  until  further  directions  from  this  Congress,  and 
if  you  shall  think  their  number  not  adequate  to  the  purpose 
of  security,  you  may  recruit  them  lo  a  number  you  shall 
think  suMicient,  not  exceeding 

"  Thirdly.  In  all  cases  of  vacancy,  occasioned  by  deati). 
or  a  removal  of  a  Colonel,  or  other  inferiour  officer,  you 
are,  by  brevet  or  warrant,  under  your  seal,  to  appoint 
another  person  lo  fill  up  such  vacancy,  until  it  shall  be 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Provincial  Convention  or  Assem- 
bly of  the  Colony  from  whence  the  Troops  in  which  such 
vacancy  happens  shall  direct  otherwise. 

"Fourthly.  You  are  to  victual  at  the  Continental  ex- 
pense all  such  Volunteers  as  have  joined,  or  shall  join  the 
United  Army,  &ic." 
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GENERAL  WASHINCTON    TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   THE   COUN- 
CIL  OK   M  ASSACHISETTS-BAY. 

Hcad-Uuarli.Ts,  August  7.  177.-,. 

Sir  :  By  the  General  Return  made  to  me  for  last  week, 
I  find  there  are  ;,'reat  niin]ber.s  of  soldiers  and  non-ronimis- 
sioned  oflicers  who  absent  themselves  from  duly,  the  <,'reater 
j)art  of  whom,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  are  at  llieir  respec- 
tive homes  in  different  parts  of  the  Conntry,  some  em- 
ployed by  their  officers  on  their  farms,  and  others  drawing 
])ay  from  the  publiek  while  they  are  workin;^  on  their  own 
plantations,  or  fui-  hire.  IMy  ulmost  exertions  have  not 
been  able  tn  prevent  this  base  and  pernicious  conduct.  I 
must,  therefore,  beg  the  assistance  of  the  General  Court 
to  co-operate  with  me  in  such  measures  as  may  remedy 
this  mischief.  I  am  of  opinion  it  might  be  done,  either 
wholly  or  in  part,  by  tliu  Coimnitiees  of  your  several 
Towns  making  sirict  ami  im|>ariial  inquiry  of  such  as  are 
found  absent  from  the  Army,  ujion  whose  account  they  have 
left  it,  by  whose  leave,  and  for  what  time  ;  recjuiring  slicIi 
as  have  no  impediment  of  siikness,  or  other  good  i-easou, 
to  return  to  their  duty  immediately,  or,  in  case  of  failure, 
sending  an  account  f)f  their  name<,  and  the  Companv  and 
Regiment  to  which  they  belong,  that  1  may  he  able  to  make 
examples  of  such  delinquents. 

I  need  not  enlarge  u])on  the  ruinous  consequences  of 
suffering  such  infamous  deserters  and  defrauders  ol'  the 
publiek  to  go  unnoticed  or  unjiunished,  nor  use  any  argu- 
ments to  induce  the  General  Court  to  give  it  immediate 
attention.  The  necessity  of  the  case  does  not  permit  me 
to  doubt  the  continued  exertions  of  that  ze:il  which  has 
distinguished  the  General  Court  upon  less  important  occa- 
sions.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  he. 

Go.  \VAS)nNrrr<,N. 

Waterlown,  Aui;u.st  7,  177.'>. 

Since  1  came  out  of  Boston,  where  I  left  all  my  effects 
to  the  miTcy  of  a  lawless  banditti,  to  amuse  myself  have 
made  several  excursions  into  difl'erent  parts  of  the  country, 
and  with  pleasuie  have  observed  the  firm,  steady,  and  reso- 
lute spirit  which  animates  every  individual.  My  last  tour 
was  to  Forlsmouth,  where,  to  my  astonishment,  and  I  dare 
say  to  the  astonishment  of  all  America,  I  was  informed, 
that  the  Committee  for  that  Town  had  voted  to  supply  the 
Scarborough  man-of-war,  lying  in  tiicir  rivei',  with  from 
four  to  six  hundred  weight  of  fresh  beef  weekly.  This 
account,  I  must  confess,  appeared  to  be  scarce  credible; 
but  on  making  farther  inquiry,  found  it  too  true;  and  the 
reason  assigned  for  this  conduct  was  owing  to  the  threats 
of  a  paltry  sloop-of-war  to  deprive  the  inhabitants  of  fresh 
fi-li,  unless  they  afforded  them  such  a  quantity  of  beef. 
Too  great  a  soul  I  hoped  animated  the  breast  of  every 
American  to  submit  to  so  insolent  a  demand  ;  and  instead 
of  treating  it  with  the  contempt  such  insolence  deserved, 
to  the  surprise  of  many  of  the  worthy  inhabitants,  the  Com- 
mittee passed  a  vote  to  supply  with  |)rovisions  those  butch- 
ers of  our  country  men,  who  are  daily  pilfering  and  destroy- 
ing our  pioperty,  and  exercising  every  act  of  cruelly  to 
distress  and  destroy  us,  by  this  unexampled  instance  sub- 
mitting to  their  inqierious  demands,  and,  like  suppliants, 
entreating  their  favour.  Such  conduct,  at  so  important  a 
crisis,  cannot  but  wring  tears  frohi  every  wcU-uisher  to 
America.  This  fact  is  of  so  important  a  nature,  that  it 
ought  in  justice  to  be  made  publiek  ;  and  I  hope  it  will  so 
alfect  the  minds  of  the  worthy  inhabitants  of  that  Town, 
as  to  exclude  from  all  further  service  the  timid  memhers  of 
a  Committee  who  act  in  direct  opposition  to  both  Conti- 
nental and  Provincial  Coi^'rcsscs.  A  Thavki.lku. 


iiARDWicK  (Massachusetts)  committee. 

In  t'diimiiUeo  of  CorrcBiiondcnOL-  for  the  Town  of  Har.lwick.  ) 
Aiigii.^it  7,  1 77:1.       \ 

Whereas,  Deacon  James  Fai/,  Jonathan  Danforth,  Ahncr 
Conant,  Joseph  Bn^is.S^les.  .Jun.,  Israel  Corkcij,  and  Jona- 
than A'yc,  all  of  llardwick,  in  the  County  of  fl'nrcestcr, 
have,  by  their  conduct  in  various  insiancrs  manifested  a 
disposition  inimical  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  their 
countrymen.     Therefore, 

Jicsolved,  That  tlieir  names  be  published  to  the  world 
agreeable  to  the  Association  of  the  Continental  Conuress  ; 
and  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of 


this  Town,  County,  and  Colony,  not  to  have  any  commer- 
cial connection  with  the  said  Fay,  Danforth,  ice,  but  to 
shun  their  causes  and  jiersons,  and  treat  them  with  that 
contempt  and  neglect  they  deserve.  .'\n(l  whereas,  the 
said  Committee  have  thought  it  necessary  that  the  said 
Danforth,  Fay,  &c.,  be  confined  to  this  Town,  and  that 
they  assemble  not  tosjelher  more  than  two  of  them  at  a 
time,  (except  at  publiek  worship  and  at  funerals.)  there- 
fore further  recommend  it  to  the  good  people  of  this  Col- 
ony, that  if  the  same  persons,  or  any  of  them,  should 
depart  out  of  this  Town  without  a  permit  from  said  Com- 
mittee, they  take  up  and  confine  or  send  them  back  again. 

Per  order  of  the  said  Committee: 

Seth  Padelford,  Clerk  of  Committee. 

N.  IJ.  All  printers  in  this  Colony  are  desired  to  publish 
this.  

Rociii:sTER  (Massachusetts)  committee. 

Rochester,  August  7,  1775. 

C'idcon  Bestow,  of  Rochester,  hath  been  guilty  of  con- 
travening the  Resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  by  ex- 
jjorting  the  necessaries  of  life  to  the  Island  o(  Ktnitucket, 
and  with  whom  all  persons  are  flesircd  to  withdraw  all  sorts 
of  connections,  and  have  no  dealings  uiih  him  for  the 
future. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Insptctii.n  for  said  Town: 
.John  Dott,  Chairman. 

ne«-hami>shire   committee   of  safety   to   general 
schuvlek. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  August  7,  177.5. 

Sir  :  The  Congress  of  this  Colony  some  time  past  raised 
three  com])anies,  consisting  of  sixty-six  men  each,  including 
officers,  to  be  a  guard  to  the  Western  frontiers  on  Connec- 
ticut River:  and  upon  receivins;  some  late  advices  from 
Canada,  we  conceive  they  will  not  be  needed  there  ;  iiave 
since  applied  to  General  Washington  to  see  if  he  had  occa- 
sion for  them  in  his  Army  if  not  full,  especially  considering 
those  companies  consist  of  rangers,  hunters,  and  men  accus- 
tomed to  the  woods.  He  said  he  would  write  to  you  on 
the  subject,  which  we  expect  you  have  received.  The 
bearer,  Colonel  Bedel,  commander  of  a  Regiment  of  Militia 
on  Connecticut  River,  to  promote  the  great  cause  in  which 
we  are  engaged,  accepted  the  command  of  a  comi)any  to 
guard  as  albresaid  ;  be  is  a  person  of  great  experience  in 
war,  and  well  acquainted  with  Canada:  we  would  recom- 
mend him  to  you  as  an  able  officer  to  command  a  regiment, 
and  if  the  circumstances  of  your  Army  will  admit  his  recep- 
tion and  the  aforesaid  companies,  we  shall  esteem  it  a  favour 
done  them,  as  ibey  are  companies  of  the  deprivees  of  the 
service,  being  cngaj^ed  in  the  general. 


NKW-HAMISHIKE   COM.MITTEK   OF    SAFETY   TO    COL.   BEDEL. 

In  Conunittee  of  Safety,  E.\eter,  August  7,  177j. 

Sir:  The  Committee  of  Safety  have  wailed  on  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, tn  endeavour  to  get  the  Company  raised  to  miard 
the  Western  frontiers  received  into  the  pay  of  the  Conti- 
nent; but  he  informed  us  that  he  cannot,  consistent  with 
his  instructions,  receive  more  than  two  thousand  men;  but 
has,  at  oiu'  request,  wrote  to  General  Schuyler,  recommend- 
ing his  receiving  them  ;  and  the  bearer,  Captain  Thornton, 
has  a  letter  to  the  same  purpose  from  General  Sullivan. 

As  the  expense  of  those  companies  will  be  so  great  in 
this  Colony,  and  no  danger  as  we  apprehend  on  the  fron- 
tiers, unless  those  companies  can  be  received  as  aforesaid, 
they  must  be  disbanded  without  going  into  actual  service. 
Therefore,  we  would  desire  you  without  loss  of  lime,  take 
Captain  Thornton  and  such  other  assistance  as  you  judge 
necessary,  and  repair  to  General  Schuyler  m  Crown  Point, 
belcjre  he  gets  his  Army  filled  up,  and  endeavour  to  get 
those  three  companies  into  that  service  ;  and  if  there  is  room 
for  a  regiment,  you  can  have  opportunity  to  negotiate  that 
matter  with  him,  as  it  must  be  a  Continental,  and  not  a 
Colony  matter. 

NEW-IIAMl'SUJIiE    COMMITTEE   OF   SAFETY  TO   MAJOR  CILLEY. 

In  Conunittee  of  Safety,  E.xcter,  August  7,  1775. 

Sir  :  ^'ou  are  desired  as  soon  as  possible  to  apply  to 
the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony,  with 
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uhom  was  lodged  the  powder  taken  last  winter  from  Fort 
Ji  iliiam  and  Mury,  take  an  account  ol  what  is  now  in  their 
custody  respectively,  and  retpiest  of  them  forthwith  to  con- 
vey the  whole  to  Colonel  ISicholas  Oilman  at  Ricctcr. 
By  order  of  tlie  Committee. 


NEW-HAMFSHIKi:    COM.MITTKE   OF   SAFKTY  TO  COIIMITTKE  OF 
SUPPLIES. 
In  Comniitlee  of  .Siifety,  Exuter,  August  7,  1775. 

Sir  :  By  Deacon  Brooks  we  have  sent  you  five  hundred 
Pounds  lawful  money,  which  is  all  we  can  spare  at  present. 
As  we  understand  that  the  Continental  Congress  have 
appointed  a  Commissary-General  for  the  whole  imited 
Amtrkan  Army,  we  conceive  there  will  be  no  further 
necessity  for  concerning  yourselves  with  supplying  our 
Ibrces;  therefore,  we  judge  it  most  prudent  that  you  close 
all  your  accounts  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  desire  that 
you  would  let  us  know  what  further  sums  will  be  wanting 
to  pay  off  all  the  debts  you  have  contracted  on  account 
and  fur  the  beneiit  of  this  Colony,  and  we  shall  endeavour 
to  send  the  amount  in  a  verv  short  lime. 


PROCLAMATl 


BY   GOVKKNOIIR   MARTIN. 


NoRTII-CaUOUNA,   5.5. 

By  His  EiccUtncy  Josiah  Martin,  E<iq.,  His  Mdjcstifs 

Captain-  General, Govcrnovr,  and  Comma iidtr-iii- Chief, 

171  and  over  the  said-  Province : 

A  Proclamation. 

^Vhereas,  1  have  seen  a  publication  in  the  Cape  Fear 
Mercury,  which  appears  to  be  Proceedings  of  a  general 
meeting  of  people  styling  tliemselves  Committees  of  the 
Districtof /r(7;/»')!^-ton,  signed /?ic/iflr(/ (Quince,  Sen.,  Chair- 
man, in  which  the  well  known  and  incontestible  facts  set 
forth  in  my  Proclamation,  bearing  date  the  Itith  day  of  J)/?!e 
last,  are  most  daringly  and  impudently  contradicted,  and  the 
basest  and  most  scandalous  falsehoods  are  asserted,  evident- 
ly calculated  to  impose  upon  and  mislead  the  people  of  this 
Province,  and  to  alienate  their  affections  from  His  Majesty 
and  his  Government,  and  concluding,  in  the  true  spiiit  of 
licentiousness  and  malignity  that  characteiises  the  produc- 
tions of  these  seditious  combinations,  with  a  Resolve  declar- 
ing me  an  enemy  to  the  interests  of  this  Province  in  parti- 
cular, and  of  America  in  general — an  impotent  and  stale 
device  that  the  malice  and  falsehood  of  these  unprincipled 
censors  have  suggested,  and  which  is  their  last  contempti- 
ble artifice  constantly  resorted  to  and  employed  to  calum- 
niate and  traduce  every  man  in  every  rank  and  station  of 
life,  who  oppose  their  infamous  and  traitorous  proceedings  : 

And  whereas,  by  the  evil,  pernicious,  and  traitorous  coun- 
sels and  influence  of  the  well  known  leaders  of  these  sedi- 
tious Committees,  a  body  of  men  was  assembled  in  arms 
at  Wilmington,  on  the  16lh  or  ]7lh  of  A/y  last,  for  the 
purpose,  as  was  professed  in  a  letter  sent  me  on  the  night  of 
the  18th  of  the  same  month,  (signed  The  People)  by  a  cer- 
tain Johi  Ashe,  (who  presumed  insidiously  to  employ  the 
more  respectable  name  of  the  people  to  cover  his  own  Hagi- 
tious  designs,)  of  removing  the  King's  artillery  from  Fort 
Johnston,  under  pietence  of  preserving  and  securing  the 
same  for  the  use  and  service  of  His  Majesty  ;  and  prefacing 
this  declaration  with  sundry  complaints  of  violence  and  mis- 
behaviour on  the  part  o^  John  Collet,  Esq.,  Governourand 
Captain  of  the  said  Fort  Johnston,  many  of  which  it  was 
in  my  power,  and  it  would  have  been  my  duty  to  have 
redressed,  if  they  bad  been  represented  tome,  which  letter, 
signed  The  People,  I  thought  it  proper  to  answer,  and  dis- 
suade the  deluded  multitude  from  involving  themselves  in 
the  criminal  enterprise  of  removing  the  King's  artillery, 
which  had  been  dismounted  by  my  authority  and  not  by 
Captain  Collet's,  as  had  been  pretended  in  order  to  deceive 
the  people  into  a  violence  so  dangerous  and  unwarrantable; 
and  I  am  to  lament  that  my  said  letter,  in  answer  to  The 
People,  produced  no  better  or  other  effect  than  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  their  criminal  intention  of  removing  the 
King's  artillery,  which  was  all  that  iheir  letter  to  me  avowed; 
and  that  they  proceeded  under  the  lead  of  the  said  Joh7i 
Ashe,  and  the  other  evil-minded  conspirators  against  the 
jjeace  and  welfare  of  this  Province,  to  the  said  Fort  John- 
ston, and  wantonly,  in  the  dead  hour  of  tlitf  night,  set  on 


fire  and  reduced  to  ashes  the  houses  and  buildings  within 
His  Majesty's  said  Fort,  that  had  been  evacuated  and 
disarmed,  and  was  entirely  defenceless ;  and  that  they  re- 
turned next  day  and  comj)leted,  before  my  lace,  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  wooden  defences  of  the  Fort,  to  which  the  fire 
of  the  night  had  not  extended,  burning  the  houses  and 
desolating  every  thing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place, 
with  a  degree  of  wanton  barbarity  that  would  disgrace 
human  nature  in  the  most  savage  state,  and  was  an  overt 
act  of  high  treason  against  His  Majesty,  which  justified  my 
immediate  vengeance,  restrained  by  pity  for  the  innocent, 
misguided,  and  deluded  people,  whom  I  considered  as  the 
blind  instruments  of  their  atrocious  leaders ;  who,  defeated  in 
the  still  more  flagitious  designs  they  meditated,  (of  which  I 
have  the  fullest  evidence,)  and  already  involved  in  guilt  of 
the  blackest  dye  themselves,  it  might  be  presumed  urged 
on  the  people  to  every  enormity  that  might  make  them 
appear  principals  in  their  own  treasons,  instead  of  blind 
instruments  theieof,  and  by  extending  the  guilt  among 
many,  screen  themselves  from  the  penalties  which  they 
had  wantonly  incurred  ;  nothing  doubting  at  the  same  time, 
that  cool  and  sober  reflection  would  justly  turn  the  resent- 
ment and  indignation  of  the  people  against  the  wicked 
contrivers  and  promoters  of  the  violences  into  which  they 
have  been  betrayed,  to  the  disgrace  of  their  Country  and 
humanity  ;  and  that  they  would  expiate  their  own  guilt  by 
delivering  up  their  leaders  to  receive  the  condign  punish- 
ment that  the  laws  inflict  on  such  atrocious  offenders.  But 
having  seen  with  astonishment  a  publication  in  the  Cape- 
Fear  Mercurij,  of  the  '28th  day  of  last  month,  in  which  a 
set  of  people  styling  themselves  a  Committee  for  the  Town 
of  JVihnington,  and  County  of  New-Hanover,  liave,  to 
obviate  the  just  effects  that  I  expected  from  the  return  of 
reason  and  reflection  to  the  people,  most  falsely ,  seditiously, 
and  traitorously  asserted,  "  that  Captain  Collet  was,  under 
my  auspices,  preparing  Fort  Johnston  for  llie  reception  of 
a  promised  re-enforcement,  which  was  to  be  employed  in 
reducing  the  good  people  of  this  Province  to  a  slavish  sub- 
mission to  the  will  of  a  wicked  and  i)rannick  Minister, 
and  for  this  diabolical  purpose  had  collected  several  aban- 
doned profligates,  whose  crimes  had  rendered  them  unwor- 
thy of  civil  society,"  &,c.,  intending  by  various  false  pre- 
tences therein  set  ibrth,  to  justify  the  enormities  into  which 
they  had  plunged  the  innocent  people,  who  1  am  confident 
were  for  the  most  part  strangers  to  all  the  ostensible  mo- 
tives to  the  outi'ages  they  were  hurried  on  to  commit,  and 
which,  according  to  the  acknou  ledgment  of  this  despicable 
seditious  meetiiig,  had  no  better  foundation  than  resent- 
ment to  Captain  Collet,  an  individual  whose  offences  tlie 
law's  powers,  and  that  which  I  derive  from  His  Majesty, 
were  competent  to  correct  in  a  legal  way;  and  seeing  that 
the  said  Committee,  as  it  is  called,  have  artfiflly,  by  insi- 
dious compliments  and  flattery,  and  by  their  contemptible 
applause  of  the  outrages  and  violences  perpetrated  in  and 
about  Fort  Johnston,  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the  minds 
of  the  people  to  treason  and  rebellion,  in  order  to  avert 
from  their  own  heads  the  just  wrath  with  which  a  due 
sense  of  those  crimes  would  naturally  inspije  the  people 
against  the  infamous  persons  who  had  basely  betrayed 
them  into  offences  of  so  dangerous  and  heinous  a  nature. 

And  whereas,  I  have  also  seen  a  most  infamous  publica- 
tion in  the  Capc-Fcar  Mercury,  importing  to  be  Resolves 
of  a  set  of  people  styling  themselves  a  Committee  for  the 
County  of  Mecklenburgh,  most  traitorously  declaring  the 
entire  dissoluiion  of  the  Laws,  Government,  and  Constitu- 
tion of  this  Country,  and  setting  up  a  system  of  rule  and 
regulation  repugnant  to  the  laws,  and  subversive  of  His 
Majesty's  Government ;  and  another  publication  in  the 
Cape-Fear  Mercury  of  the  fourteenth  of  last  month,  ad- 
dressed "  To  the  Committees  of  the  several  Towns  and 
Counties  of  North-Carolina,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  execution  the  Resolves  ol  the  Continental 
Congress,"  bearing  date  at  Philadelphia,  June  19th,  1775, 
and  signed  Jiilliam  Hooper,  Joseph  Hewes,  and  Richard 
Caswell,  the  pre|iosterous  enormity  of  which  cannot  be 
adequately  described  and  abhorred.  It  marks  the  Assem- 
bly, from  whose  members  it  comes,  to  be  the  genuine  source 
of  those  foul  streams  of  sedition  which,  through  the  chan- 
nels of  C'ommittees,  have  overflowed  this  once  happy  land, 
and  at  this  moment  threaten  it  with  every  species  of  mise- 
ry, ruin,  and  destruction.     This  publication  begins  with  a 
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recital  ol"  tlie  most  unparalleled  fabelioods  that  ever  dis- 
-rraocd  a  sheet  of  paper;  witness  the  infamous  misrepre- 
sentation of  the  atlair  of  Lexington,  (uliich  must  be  also 
wilful.)  and  the  notoriously  false  position,  that  Britain  can- 
not support  her  Navy  without  the  aid  of  Morth- Carolina 
rommodities,  calculated  to  j;ull  the  people  into  a  surrender 
of  all  the  benefits  of  Commerce  to  the  idle  and  ab-urd 
speculations  and  decrees  of  the  affectedly  omnipotent  Con- 
■^ress  at  Philadelphia.  It  proceeds  upon  these  false  and 
infamous  assertions  and  for<reries  to  excite  the  people  of 
y^orth- Carolina  to  usurp  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
by  forming  a  Militia,  and  appoiniini;  olliceis  thereto,  and 
finally  to  take  up  arms  against  the  King  and  his  Govern- 
nient ;  impudently  apprehending  the  people  of  this  Col- 
ony for  their  inactivity  in  treason  and  rebellion  ;  and  con- 
cluding with  a  most  contradictory,  insidious,  and  nonsensical 
jargon  of  exiiortation  to  the  ()eople,  attionling  to  and  in- 
consistent with  reason  and  common  sense,  to  exert  them- 
selves for  the  preservation  o(  Britain;  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  Civil  Government ;  to  preserve  the  liberty  of  the 
Constitution ;  to  look  up  to  the  reigning  Monarch  of 
Britain  as  their  lawful  and  rightful  Sovereign,  and  to 
(iare  every  difficulty  and  danger  in  support  of  his  person, 
crown,  and  dignity,  after  monstrously,  in  the  same  breath, 
urging  the  people  to  the  distress  and  ruin  of  Britain  ;  to 
the  subversion  of  all  Civil  Government;  to  ojjen  rebellion 
against  the  Ivini;  and  his  authority,  and  in  the  most  |)ointcd 
terms  prompting  them  to  arms  and  resistance  ;  thus  insi- 
diously attempting  to  reconcile  allegiance  and  revolt,  and 
inviting  the  people  to  actual  rebellion  under  the  mask  and 
guise  and  profession  of  duty  and  respect — a  shallow  con- 
cealment of  horrid  treason,  that  I  have  no  doiil)t  every 
lionest  man  will  explode  and  tieat  with  its  merited  con- 
tempt and  abhorrence;  while  no  man  can  wonder  at  the 
absurdity  of  the  Address,  as  it  must  invariably  attend  every 
like  attempt  to  leconcile  things  in  reason  and  nature  in- 
consistent. 

The  treasonable  proceedings  of  an  infamous  Committee 
at  Newhtrn,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  armed  men,  in  seiz- 
ing and  carrying  off  six  jiieces  of  ariill(;ry,  the  property 
of  the  King,  that  lay  behind  the  Palace  at  that  place;  re- 
peated insults  and  violences  offered  to  His  Majest\'s  sub- 
jects by  these  little  tyrannical  and  arbitrary  combinations, 
and,  among  others,  to  some  of  my  own  servants,  who  have 
iieen  stopped  when  employed  on  my  business,  and  forcibly 
detained  and  searched  ;  the  unremitted  assiduity  of  those 
engines  of  sedition  to  sow  discontent  and  disaffection,  and 
the  base  artifices  they  employ  to  alienate  and  prejudice  the 
minds  of  His  Majesty's  subjects,  by  confidently  and  traitor- 
ously propagating  the  most  base,  scandak.us,  and  monstrous 
falsehoods  of  the  King's  religious  and  political  principles, 
and  of  ill  designs  of  His  Majesty's  .Ministers,  daring  thus 
to  defame  and  traduce  even  the  sacred  character  of  the 
best  of  Princes,  whose  eminent  and  distinguished  virtues, 
by  universal  acknowledgment,  irradiate  with  imexainpled 
lustre  his  impnial  diadem,  and  whose  piety  and  strict  and 
inviolable  regard  to  the  happy  Constitution  of  his  King- 
doms, in  Church  and  .State,  and  to  the  welfare  and  happi- 
ness of  all  his  people,  stand  confessed  and  admired  ihrou^h- 
out  the  world,  and  confound  and  reprobate  the  infamous, 
traitorous,  and  flagitious  falsehoods  and  iijrgeries  to  which 
faction  hath  upon  every  occasion  resorted  to  prop  and  sup- 
])ort  the  most  unprincipled  and  unnatural  rebellion  that  was 
ever  excited  in  any  part  of  the  world  upon  which  the  light 
of  civilization  had  once  dawned  ;  the  dangerous,  unconsti- 
tutional, and  illegal  measure  to  which  the  peo|)le  are  in- 
vited by  an  advertisement  I  have  seen,  signed  Samuel 
./o/j/j.^/oH,  of  electing  Delegates  to  meet  in  Convention,  on 
the  twentieth  instant,  at  llitlsborou<rh,  that  is  subversive 
of  the  whole  Constitution  of  this  Country,  and  evidently 
calculated  to  seduce  and  alienate  His  Majesty's  faithful  and 
loyal  subjects  in  the  inleriour  and  western  Couniits  of  this 
Province,  whose  steadfast  duty  to  their  King  and  Country, 
that  hath  hitherto  resisted  all  the  black  artifices  of  false- 
hood, sedition,  and  treason,  and  hath  already,  on  my  repre- 
sentation, received  the  King's  most  gracious  approbation 
and  acceptance,  which  1  aiii  authorized  and  have  now  the 
high  satisfaction  to  sigml'y  to  His  .Majesty's  subjects  through- 
out this  Province,  and  jjarticularlv  to  those  in"  the  Counties 
of  Dohhs,  Cumberland,  Anson,  Orange,  Guilford,  Chat- 
ham, Rowan,  and  Surry,  who  have  given  me  more  especial 


and  publick  testimonials  of  their  loyally,  fidelity,  and  duty, 
and  to  give  them  assurance  of  His  ^Majesty's  most  firm  sup- 
port, which  I  am  confident  will  not  only  confirm  the  good 
dispositions  of  this  faithfid  people,  and  strengthen  them  to 
baffle  and  defeat  every  effort  of  sedition  and  treason,  but 
prompt  them  also  to  resist  iheir  first  ap]iroacbes,  by  with- 
standing the  now  meditated  insidious  attempt  of  the  intend- 
ed Provincial  Convention  to  steal  in  upon  them  the  spirit, 
and  erect  among  them  the  standard  of  rebellion,  under  the 
cloak  and  pretence  of  meeting  for  solemn  deliberation  on 
tlie  publick  welfare. 

And  I  have  no  doui)t  that  they  will  convince  the  traitor- 
ous contrivers  and  abetters  of  this  plot  of  the  vainness  of 
their  treacherous  devices  to  sow  sedition  and  disaffection  in 
that  land  of  loyalty,  by  indignantly  s])urning  from  thein 
the  said  intended  Congress,  or  Provincial  Convention,  and 
not  suffering  its  corrupted  breath  to  pollute  the  air  of  their 
Country,  now  the  pure  region  of  good  faith  and  incorrupti- 
ble loyalty;  to  whose  virtuous  inhabitants,  1  trust,  is  yet 
reserved  the  glorious  achievement  of  crushing  unnatural 
rebellion  ;  of  delivering  their  ('ountry  from  lawless  power 
and  wide-spreading  anarchv:  of  restoring  and  preserving  in 
it  the  free  and  happy  Constitution  oi'  Britain,  with  all  that 
train  of  envied  rights  and  blessing'  which  belong  to  that 
great  and  admired  system  of  true  and  genuine  liberty,  now 
most  alariDingly  threatened  with  overthrow  by  rebellious, 
republican,  and  tyrannical  I'actions  throughout  America. 

To  the  end,  therefore,  that  the  people  of  tb.is  Province 
at  large  may  be  acquainted  with  the  enormities,  violences, 
and  disorders  herein  before  recited,  which  manifestly  tend 
to  the  destruction  of  their  peace  and  welfare,  and  to  the 
utter  subversion  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  the 
Laws  and  Constitution  of  this  Country;  and  that  I  iviay 
faithfully  discharge  my  duty  to  the  King  and  His  Majesty's 
people  in  this  Province,  (whose  welfare  and  prosperity 
iiave  ever  been  my  constant  study.)  and  in  order  fully  to 
forewarn  the  people  of  the  dangers  and  calamities  to  which 
the  men  who  have  set  themselves  up  for  leaders  in  sedition 
and  treason  are  courting  them,  to  support  them  in  their 
Hagitious  enormities,  or  to  screen  theinselves  from  the  pen- 
alties to  which  they  know  they  are  become,  liable,  by  ex- 
tending their  crime  among  numbers  of  their  innocent  fellow- 
subjects,  for  whoin  I  have  every  tender  feeling  of  pity, 
compassion,  and  forgiveness,  I  have  thought  it  pioper  to 
issue  this  Proclamation,  hereby  to  exhort  His  Majesty's 
subjects,  the  people  of  this  Province,  as  they  tender  the 
invaluable  rights  and  privileges  of  British  subjects,  that 
they  do  seriously  reflect  upon  and  consider  the  outrages 
and  violences  into  which  the  innocent  inhabitants  of  many 
parts  of  this  Province,  and  in  the  Counties  of  Duplin, 
Seu-llanovcr,  Craven,  and  Brunsxnck,  in  particular, 
have  been  betrayed  by  the  seditious  artifices  of  certain 
traitorous  persons,  who  have  presumed  to  take  the  lead 
among  tliem  ;  and  to  attend  to  the  obvious  and  ruinous 
consequences  of  following  the  wicked  and  flagitious  coun- 
sels of  men,  who,  intent  only  upon  romantick  schemes  and 
their  own  mistaken  interest  and  aggrandizement,  are  cajo- 
ling the  people  by  the  most  fiflse  assertions  and  insiiuia- 
tions  of  oppression,  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty  and  his 
Government,  to  become  instruments  to  their  base  views  of 
establishing  themselves  in  tyranny  over  them,  treacherously 
aiming,  by  specious  pretences  of  regard  to  their  rights  and 
liberties,  (that  have  never  been  invaded,  or  intended  to  be 
invaded,)  to  delude  the  people  to  work  their  own  destruc- 
tion, in  order  to  gratify,  for  a  moment,  their  own  lust  of 
power  and  lawless  atiibilion,  that  would  undoubtedly  carry 
them,  if  they  could  possibly  succeed,  to  reduce  the  people, 
upon  whom  they  now  call  and  rely  for  support  in  their 
criminal  designs,  to  the  most  slavish  submission  to  that 
very  arbitrary  power  to  which  they  would  now  climb  upon 
the  shoulders,  and  by  the  assistance  of  the  people.  Let 
the  people  but  consider  coolly  and  dispassionately  the  cause 
in  which  their  infamous  leaders  would  engage  them,  they 
will  see  it,  from  the  beginning  of  the  discontents  in  Ame- 
rica, founded  in  erroneous  principles,  and  to  this  day  sup- 
ported by  every  art  of  falsehood  and  misrepres:ntat:on  ; 
their  best  coloured  and  most  specious  arguments,  fraught 
with  sophistry  and  illusion,  have  shnmk  back  from  the 
light  of  truth,  and  vanished  confounded  before  the  standard 
of  right  reason;  yet  still  unabashed,  the  tools  of  sedition 
have  impudently  and  unremittingly  imposed  falsehood  upoa 
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falsehood  on  the  innocent  people,  extravagantly  profaning 
even  the  most  sacred  name  of  the  Almighty,  to  promote 
their  flagitious  purpose  of  exciting  rebellion,  until  they  have 
shaken  the  aileaiance  and  duty  of  great  numbers,  and  ac- 
tually involved  some  of  the  people  in  the  most  horrid  crimes 
against  their  Sovereign,  and  tlie  Laws  and  Constitution  of 
their  Country.  And  I  do  hereby  next  especially  admonish 
His  Majesty's  faithful  subjects  in  this  Colony,  that  the  hold- 
ing what  is  called  a  Provincial  Convention  at  Hillsborovgh, 
in  the  heart  of  this  Province,  is  calculated  to  extend  more 
widely  the  traitorous  and  rebellious  designs  of  the  enemies 
of  His  Maje^ty  and  his  Government,  and  the  Constitution 
of  this  Province,  and  particularly  to  influence,  intimidate, 
and  seduce  His  Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  subjects  in  that 
neighbourhood  from  their  King  and  Country,  which  they 
have  hitherto  so  faithfully  maintained  ;  for  the  furtherance 
of  which  purposes,  a  certain  Richard  Casivell,  one  of  the 
three  persons  deputed  by  a  former  illegal  Convention,  in 
this  Colony,  to  attend  a  Congress,  no  less  illegal,  at  Fhila- 
dclphia,  is  sent  an  emissary  from  that  Assembly,  that  hath 
already  denounced  ruin  and  destruction  to  America,  to  for- 
ward and  superintend  this  meeting  at  Hillsborough,  and  to 
inflame  it  with  the  I'atal  example  of  said  Fhiladeljjhia  Con- 
gress— a  part  which  he  has  entered  upon  with  the  most 
active  zeal,  after  having  often  declared  his  principles  averse 
to  the  cause  in  which  he  is  engaged,  thus  exhibiting  him- 
self to  the  world  a  monstrous  engine  of  double  treason 
against  his  own  conscience,  and  his  King  and  Country. 
And  whereas,  I  consider  this  is  a  most  open  and  daring 
attempt  to  stir  up  unnatural  rebellion  in  this  Colony  against 
His  Maje-^ty  and  his  Government,  I  do  hereby  advise,  fore- 
warn, and  exhort  all  His  Majesty's  subjects  within  this  Pro- 
vince to  forbear  making  any  choice  of  Delei;ates  to  repre- 
sent tliem  in  the  proposed  Convention  at  Hillsborough,  as 
they  would  avoid  the  guilt  of  giving  sanction  to  an  illegal 
a^^embly,  acting  upon  principles  subversive  of  the  happy 
Constitution  of  their  Country,  and  that  they,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  oppose  that  dangerous  and  uncon- 
stitutional assembly,  and  resist  its  baneful  influence.  And 
whereas,  to  encourage  the  people  to  proceed  in  the  trea- 
sons to  which  they  have  been  blindly  influenced  and  mis- 
led by  the  persons  who  have  set  themselves  up  for  leaders 
among  them,  it  has  been  represented,  in  order  to  inflame 
and  render  the  people  desperate,  that  they  have  offended 
])ast  forgiveness,  and  that  having  no  mercy  to  hope  for 
from  the  King,  their  better  chance  is  to  prosecute  their 
treasons  to  open  rebellion  and  resistance  of  His  Majesty 
and  his  Government,  I  think  it  proper,  in  tenderness  and 
piiy  to  tlie  poor  misguided  multitude,  and  to  obviate  this 
abominable  design  of  engaging  them  more  deeply  in  trans- 
gression, hereby  to  offer,  promise,  and  declare  to  all,  each, 
and  every  of  them.  His  Majesty's  most  gracious  pardon 
fur  all  violences  done  and  conmiitted  to  the  date  hereof, 
on  their  return  to  their  duty  to  the  King,  and  obedience  to 
lawful  Government,  and  renouncing  their  seditious  and 
treasonable  proceedings ;  and  thereby  offer  ample  reward 
and  recompense  to  the  people,  or  any  of  them,  who  shall 
vieid  and  deliver  up  to  me  the  few  principal  peisons  who 
seduced  them  to  the  treasonable  outrages  herein  before- 
mentioned,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

And  whereas,  the  people  in  many  places  have  been  seduc- 
ed to  the  choice  and  appointment  of  military  officers  among 
themselves,  which  is  an  usurpation  and  invasion  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's just  and  lawful  prerogative;  and  whereas,  no  person 
whatever  is  entitled  to  hold,  exercise,  or  enjoy  any  commis- 
sion or  authority  over  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  but  such  as 
are  commissioned  by  His  Majesty,  or  his  Governour  of  this 
Province ;  and  whereas,  a  certain  John  Ashe,  herein  be- 
fore-named, who  lately  resigned  to  me  his  commission  of 
Colonel  in  the  Militia  of  tlie  County  of  New-Hmwver, 
lias  presumed  to  influence  and  conduct  a  body  of  armed 
men  of  the  said  County,  and  of  other  adjacent  Counties, 
to  the  most  daring  and  treasonable  outrages  ;  and  a  certain 
Robert  Hoives,  alias  Howe,  hath  also  presumed,  without 
commission  from  me,  or  any  lawful  authority,  to  take  upon 
himself  the  style  and  title  of  Colonel,  and  to  advertise  and 
summon  the  Militia  of  the  County  of  Brunswick  to  meet, 
in  order  to  be  trained  to  arms,  1  do  hereby  forewarn  the 
people  against  any  and  every  such  election  of  officers  to 
which  they  are  or  may  be  invited,  and  caution  them  against 
any  obedience  and  regard  to  any  persons  who  have  been 
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or  may  be  so  appointed  and  chosen,  hereby  declaring  every 
such  election  illegal,  unconstitutional,  and  null  and  void  to 
all  intents  and  purposes ;  and  that  the  said  John  Ashe  and 
Robert  Howes,  alias  Howe,  before-mentioned,  and  both  of 
them,  and  every  other  person  and  persons  who  hath  or 
have  presumed  to  array  the  Mililia,  and  to  assemble  them 
in  arms  within  this  Province,  without  any  commission  or 
authority,  have  invaded  His  Majesty's  just  and  royal  pre- 
rogative, and  violated  the  laws  of  their  Country,  to  which 
they  will  be  answerable  for  the  same. 

And  whereas,  it  is  out  of  doubt  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  this  Colony,  left  to  follow  the  impulses  of  their 
own  hearts  and  understandings,  are  loyal  and  faithful  sub- 
jects to  His  Majesty,  and  true  and  firm  friends  to  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  their  Country;  and  whereas,  it 
appears  that  the  assembling  a  Convention  at  Hillsborough 
will  bring  the  affairs  of  this  Country  to  a  crisis  which  will 
make  it  necessary  for  every  man  to  assert  his  principles,  1 
do  hereby  conjure  the  good  people  of  this  Province,  as 
they  tender  and  regard  the  blessings  of  British  subjects, 
that  they  do  firmly  persist  and  persevere  in  their  duty  and 
allegiance  to  His  Majesty,  hereby  assuring  them,  in  the 
King's  name,  and  by  His  Majesty's  authority,  of  his  firm 
and  determined  resolution  to  maintain  his  faithful  subjects 
in  the  full  and  free  enjoyment  of  all  their  religious  and 
civil  rights,  liberties,  and  jirivileges,  and  of  His  Majesty's 
utmost  encouragement  to  them  in  the  defence  and  support 
thereof  against  all  enemies,  rebels,  and  traitors  whatso- 
ever. 

And  I  do  hereby  strictly  require  and  command  all  His 
Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Sherifis,  and  other  officers, 
and  all  His  Majesty's  liege  subjects,  to  exert  themselves 
in  the  discovery  of  all  seditious  treasons  and  traitorous 
conspiracies,  and  of  bringing  to  justice  the  principals  and 
accomplices  therein.  And  1  do  further  strictly  enjoin  them 
to  give  all,  and  all  manner  of  aid,  countenance,  assist- 
ance, and  protection  to  all  His  Majesty's  loyal  and  faithful 
people  ;  and  all  persons  are  hereby  required  to  take  notice 
and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  said 
Province,  on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship  Cruiser,  in  Cape 
Fear  River,  this  eighth  day  of  Avgust,  Anno  Domini 
1775,  and  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign. 
JosiAH  Martin. 

By  his  Excellency's  command  : 

J.  BiCGLESTON,  D.  Sicy. 

Gou  save  the  King. 


NOREOLK   borough    (vIRCINIa)    CO.MMITTEE. 

Norfolk  Boroufjli  Coinmitteo  Chamber,  August  8,  1775. 

Whereas,  it  appears  from  undoubted  testimony,  that  a 
certain  John  Schaw,  of  this  Borough,  did,  in  the  presence 
of  Lord  Dunmore,  officiously  point  out  to  the  Soldiery  at 
(josport  one  Alexander  Main,  Fifer  to  one  of  tiie  Volun- 
teer Companies  of  this  place,  as  a  person  who  ought  to  be 
apprehended  for  his  impudence  (as  the  said  Schaw  ex- 
pressed himself)  in  wearing  a  hunting-shirt  in  their  pre- 
sence, in  consequence  of  which  the  unhappy  man  was 
apprehended,  and  is  now,  by  his  Lordship's  order,  confined 
on  board  the  Otter,  sloop-of-war ;  we  therefore  think  it 
our  duty  to  declare,  that  the  said  Schaw  has  herein  shown 
himself  a  busy  tool,  and  an  enemy  to  American  liberty, 
and  as  such,  we  advise  every  friend  to  his  Country  to  have 
no  further  dealing  or  connection  with  him. 

William  Davies,  Secretary. 


NEW-VORK   COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  met  Tuesday,  August  8,  1775.     Pre- 
sent : 

Isaac  Low,  Oliver  Temploton.  Nicholas  Bogart. 

Richard  Yates,  Cornelius  P.  Low,  William  Goforth, 

(ierardus  Duyckinck,     Abraham  Duryeo,  John  Lasher, 

William  Walton,  Daniel  Dunscomb,  Peter  T.  Curteniua, 

Erert  Banker,  James  Dosbrosses,  John  Lamb, 

Hamilton  Young,  Abraham  P.  Lott,  Richard  Ray, 

John  Moore,  Comlort  Sands,  Samuel  Broome, 

Joseph  Totten,  John  Proome,  Richard  Sharpe, 

Daniel  Phenix,  John  Berriun,  George  Janeway, 

William  Bedlow,  Nicholas  Roosevelt,  John  Woodward. 

William  Denning,  L<'wis  Pintard,  Robert  Benson, 

EIcazT  Mille.-,  J  icob  Van  Voorhies,  Nicholas  Hoffman. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bcrrian,  Mr.  C.  P.  Lou;  and  Mr. 
S<inds  he  a  Committee  to  inquire  of  a  certain  iMrs.  Broim, 
in  what  manner  slie  intends  to  dispose  of  a  parcel  of  po- 
litical Pamphlets,  which  she  has  in  her  possession,  and 
make  their  report  the  next  meeting'. 

IVilliam  Barron,  master  of  the  Ship  Peggy,  being  ex- 
amined on  suspicion  of  his  having  intentionally  fallen  in  with 
the  !Men-of-\Var  at  Rhode- Island,  by  which  means  he  was 
compelled  to  proceed  to  Boston  with  his  vessel,  being 
loaded  with  Provisions :  The  Committee  are  of  opinion 
that  he  is  innocent  of  any  such  intention,  and  that  he  is  at 
liberty  to  take  in  a  freight. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  from  the  Provincial  Congress 
to  this  Conmiittee,  requesting  them  to  set  on  foot  an  in- 
quiry concerniuL'  the  destroying  a  15;irge  which  was  build- 
ing for  the  Asia  man-of-war,  be  laid  over  to  the  next 
meeting. 

C ATTAIN    HKNKV   B.   LIVINGSTON  TO   NF.W-YOKK  CONf:UESS. 

Uhiiieb.-ck,  August  S,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  have  enlisted  upwards  of  seventy-two  men,  some 
of  whom  have  since  deserted,  and  others  have  refused  to 
ajipear.  I  now  lack  twelve  men  of  the  number  prescribed 
me.  1  have  kept  those  1  have  upon  duty  constantly  iiom 
tiie  time  of  their  enlistment,  and  have  them  tolerably  well 
disciplined.  We  are  much  in  want  of  clothes,  arms,  shoes, 
tec.  We  are  unfit  for  a  march  until  we  have  these  neces- 
saries ;  and  some  of  my  men  who  have  families  here,  would 
he  very  unwilling  to  march  until  part  of  their  pay  is  ad- 
vanced to  them.  Several  of  them  have  been  long  upon 
duty,  and  their  families  want.  1  should  be  exceedingly 
obliged  to  you  if  you  would  make  a  proper  representation 
of  this  matter  to  the  Congress,  and  get  our  wants  supplied. 
I  am  as  yet  ignorant  of  the  name  of  my  Colonel,  or  the 
Regiment  to  which  I  belong.  This  makes  it  difficult  for 
me  to  know  who  to  apply  to  for  the  aforementioned  neces- 
saries. One  of  the  men  is  very  unwell,  and  at  present 
incapable  of  duty;  another  has  contracted  the  venereal  dis- 
order since  I  have  enlisted  him.  I  should  be  exceeding 
glad  to  have  directions  how  to  |)roceed  with  these  men,  or 
any  others  who  may  hereafter  be  taken  ill. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Hknry  B.  Livingston. 
To  /^.  T'.  B.  Livingston,  New-  York. 

N.  B.  I  have  not  yet  seen  my  Second  Lieutenant,  Mr. 
Paddock,  but  expect  him  to  day  with  twenty  men,  so  that 
when  he  comes  I  shall  have  more  than  my  complement. 

A  List  of  Men  enlisted  under  H.  B.  Livingston. 
First  Lieutenant,  Jacob  Thomas;  Second  Lieutenant, 
Isaac  Paddock ;  First  Sergeant,  Elijah  Knapp ;  Second 
Sergeant,  Landers  Haines;  Third  Sergeant,  Nathaniel 
Ashford;  First  Corporal,  Robert  Kcnyon;  Second  Cor- 
poral, Jeremy  Bird ;  Third  Corporal,  John  Rogers. 

John  Moody,  John  Flin,  Jolin  Davis, 

Abisha  Bingliim,  John  (Jary,  Michui'l  \V.  Carter, 

Eb.<ui-zer  Hurnctt,  PhiUp  Rossman,  Silas  Flood, 

M.  McDaiuioU,  Drum,    John  Coppingcr,  I'ctrr  l!i-cki-r, 

Jniiu;s  Fisher,  James  Edie,  David  liurns, 

John  Rocrors,  Jun.,  Thomas  yuin,  Ricli;ird  (iasmor, 

Klirnczrr  Adams,  John  Love,  J..hn  Sill,.y, 

Kphraim  Welch,  William  Watson,  ChrislcpluT  Klare, 

Francis  Traver,  Henry  Rosman,  Joh,,  Itr.uiu-, 

Janirs  Sullivan,  Jophthah  (iattondori,     William  Kiarney, 

.laol)  l.i-vi,  Henry  Lewis,  Rieharcl  De)Tor, 

I'riir  I.ndavick,  IVter  Gosper,  James  Unsie, 

ri.rVauDu7.on,  John  Husman,  James  Still, 

DiuH'l  olden,  Jacob  Scriver,  D.uinis  I)r  Lancey, 

.bilin  T<-ator,  Christian  Scriver,  Khas  llaviv 

It.  ii|amui  Wallace,  Henry  Scriver,  (Jnor".'  lie;.,! 

Join,  Thomas,  William  Ashley,  Jns,.|d,  (\„l,  ' 

(jrors;.!  SutTiing,  Jacob  Signer,  Henry  Davis. 


GENERAL  MONTGOMERY  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRF.SS. 

Albany,  .\ugust  8,  1775. 

Sir:  Poinding  by  a  letter  from  your  Congress  to  the 
Committee  here,  that  a  return  is  required  of  the  number  of 
blankets  wanting  to  furnish  the  Battalion  raising  in  this 
quarter,  and  being  extremely  apprehensive  the  service  will 
be  retarded  by  such  a  delay,  I  venture  to  request  by  ex- 
press, that  the  following  articles  may  be  forwarded  with  the 
utmost  expedition,  as  without  them'  the  Rd'iment  cannot 


possibly  take  the  field,  and  General  Schuyler  is  exceed- 
ingly anxious  to  be  joined  by  the  York  Troops  with  the 
utmost  des|)atch  :  600  blankets,  or  something  equivalent ; 
(jOO  tomplines  to  carry  packs;  130  camp-kettles;  pouches 
for  the  whole  Regiment ;  88  stand  of  arms  ;  a  large  quan- 
tity of  shoes. 

Shoidd  not  all  these  articles  be  completed  in  a  short 
time,  I  beg  any  proportion  of  them  may  be  forwarded  im- 
mediately which  can  be  suddenly  obtained. 

I  cairt  pass  this  opporiunity  of  expressing  my  apprehen- 
sions, that  some  bad  consetjtience  may  attend  our  indul- 
gence to  officers  in  His  Majesty's  service,  and  others  whose 
principles  are  suspicious.  You  know,  without  doubt,  that 
Captain  Hutchinson  left  General  Haldiman,  and  returned 
to  Boston,  after  informing  himself  perfectly  of  our  situation. 
It  now  appears,  by  the  affidavit  of  a  batteau-man,  that 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Allen  McClean,  (upon  half  pay.)  who 
came  to  Neiv-York  about  two  months  since  in  the  packet, 
under  pretence  of  taking  up  lands,  and  went  to  Boston  on 
matters  relative  to  that  business,  returned  from  thence  to 
York,  and  passed  in  disguise  through  the  country  to  Osut- 
go,  where  he  boasted  of  his  ex|)loit,  put  on  a  red  coat, 
seemed  to  take  upon  him  some  command,  and  went  to 
Canada  with  Colonel  Guy  Johnson.  I  must  beg  to  refer 
you  to  a  letter  I  had  the  honour  of  enclosing  you  the  other 
day  for  Mr.  Sears,  touching  some  other  suspicious  pi-rsons. 
Should  Mr.  Stars  not  have  been  in  the  way,  1  beg  you 
will  open  it.  Mr.  Scars's  activity,  zeal,  and  industry  in 
the  cause,  induced  me  to  trouble  him  on  this  occasion,  well 
knowing  you  have  more  business  than  you  can  find  time  to 
go  through. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

RicHD.  Montgomery,  Brig.  Gen. 
To  Peter  Van  B.  Livingston,  Es(]. 

P.  S.  As  soon  as  any  part  of  the  First  Regiment  is 
ready,  let  them  proceed. 

We  are  told  powder  is  no  longer  scarce.  Tryon  County 
wants  it  exceedingly.  I  have  ventured  to  send  them  a 
little  of  what  is  come  from  P/iiladilphia. 


COLONEL   PIIINEAS    FANNING    TO  NEW-VOHK    CONGRESS. 

Oyster-Ponds,  August  8,  1775,  12  o'clock  at  night. 

Sir:  This  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  1  received  your 
orders  of  the  7th  instant,  agreeable  to  which  I  immediately 
went  to  the  Militia  to  give  them  orders  to  be  in  readiness 
at  a  minute's  warning ;  and  on  my  way  to  the  Oyster- 
Ponds  I  met  an  express  from  the  Committee  of  the  Oys- 
ter-Ponds to  the  Committee  at  Southold,  informing  them 
that  this  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  the  Ministerial  Fleet, 
consisting  of  thirteen  sail  of  square-rigged  vessels,  of  which 
seven  are  ships,  arrived  from  the  west  end  of  Fisher's 
Island,  and  came  to  an  anchor  off  Gai-diner's  Isla?ul  Point, 
where  they  now  lie. 

At  five  o'clock  this  afternoon,  a  small  boat,  which  our 
people  took  to  be  a  passage  boat,  detached  Mr.  Riijus 
Tuthill,  who  was  landing  about  fifty  sheep  from  Plumb 
Island,  (he  had  landed  about  thirty  on  the  north  side  of 
Oysti  r-Pond  I'oint.)  when  said  boat  ran  in  shore  and  fired 
upon  Mr.  Tuthill.  drove  him  from  his  boat,  and  imme- 
diately took  his  boat,  with  the  remaining  twenty  sheep,  and 
carried  them  off. 

Upon  receiving  the  express,  I  immediately  sent  an  ex- 
press to  the  officers  of  the  Militia  to  repair  to  the  Oyster- 
Ponds  as  quick  as  possible,  as  I  look  upon  it  they  will 
make  a  descent  upon  Oyster- Ponds,  Gariliner's  Island, 
Plumb  Island,  Shelter  Island,  or  u|ion  all  of  tiiem. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

PllINEAS  Fannin(;. 
To  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq. 

P.  S.  Sir,  if  any  alteration  should  occur,  you  may  de- 
pend on  hearing  as  quick  as  possible.  We  are  extremely 
in  want  of  powder. 

GOVERNOt  R  COOKE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  August  8,  1775. 

Sir:  Last  evening  Colonel  Por^fi)- delivered  me  your 
letter  of  the  4th  instant,  to  which  I  have  paid  all  the  atten- 
tion the  importance  of  it  demands. 
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Tliis  Colony,  tlie  last  fall,  not  confiding  entirely  in  the 
precarious  supply  of  powder  that  might  be  expected  from 
the  merchants,  imported  a  considerable  quantity,  though 
not  so  large  as  was  ordered.  The  supplying  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  were  in  a  manner  utterly  destitute,  the  Army 
near  Boston,  and  our  armed  vessels,  have  so  exhausted  this 
stock,  that  tlie  powder  now  left,  which  is  all  in  this  place, 
is  greatly  insufficient  to  resist  even  a  short  attack  upon  it. 
Our  situation  is  the  same  with  respect  to  lead,  so  that  at 
present  none  of  either  article  can  be  spared  from  the 
Colony. 

By  a  vessel  which  arrived  here  on  the  30lh  ultimo,  from 
Cape  FraiH-ois,  we  are  informed  that  the  Captain  of  the 
vessel  sent  from  this  port  to  the  Cape  for  a  quantity  of 
warlike  stores,  in  which  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the 
Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  had  interested  themselves, 
had  executed  his  commission,  and  was  to  sail  with  a  large 
quantity  in  a  day  or  two,  so  that  she  may  be  hourly  ex- 
fiected.  This  Colony,  about  four  weeks  ago,  despatched 
a  suitable  vessel,  with  money  to  purchase  fifteen  tons  of 
powder  and  other  warlike  stores,  which  may  also  soon  be 
expected.  Of  these  vessels,  we  have  the  highest  reason 
to  think  the  enemy  have  gained  intelligence,  the  ships-of- 
war  u])on  this  station  having,  for  several  days  past,  cruised 
continually  off  Block  IslatuI,  and  from  thence  to  Montauk 
Fuiiit,  and  up  the  sound.  This  hath  made  us  think  it  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  send  the  smallest  of  our  armed  sloops 
to  cruise  without  the  ships-of-war,  and  endeavour,  at  all 
hazards,  to  speak  with  the  vessels  expected  with  powder, 
and  order  them  to  another  port.  She  will  sail  this  day. 
Tlie  other  armed  sloop  by  her  being  within  the  river,  pre- 
vents the  cutters  and  barges  from  committing  depredations, 
so  that  she  cannot  be  spared  ;  nor,  indeed,  is  a  vessel  of  her 
force  required  for  the  enterprise  you  mention.  We  liave 
in  this  harbour  a  very  fine  sailing  packet  that  would  answer 
the  purpose  extremely  well,  which  might  be  equipped  with 
swivels,  manned  with  about  twenty  men,  and  be  ready  to 
sail  in  less  than  two  days.  But  as  1  do  not  think  it  pru- 
dent that  her  sole  dependance  should  be  upon  getting 
powder  at  Bermuda,  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  a  sum  of 
money  to  purchase  a  quantity  at  some  other  port,  in  case 
of  a  disappointment  at  Bermuda.  In  the  present  state  of 
the  Colony  I  do  not  think  it  probable  that  a  suflicient  sum 
can  be  procured  here  for  that  purpose  before  the  sitting  of 
the  General  Court  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  to  advance 
pan  uf  the  sum  necessary.  I  believe  we  may  be  able  to 
supply  one  half  the  sum  here. 

Colonel  Porter  hath  been  at  Bedford  and  along  the 
Eastern  shore,  but  can  hear  nothing  of  Harris.  He  is  now 
bound  as  far  as  Aew-London,  to  endeavour  to  meet  with 
him,  but  is  greatly  apprehensive  that  he  is  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

We  have  information  that  several  ships-of-war  and  trans- 
ports were  the  day  before  yesterday  at  jSeu'-Lo7idon :  and 
that  the  country  round  were  all  arming  and  mustering.  We 
also  hear  that  they  have  taken  some  stock  off  the  east  end 
of  Long-Island. 

Sensible  of  the  great  scarcity  of  lead  in  the  country,  I 
some  time  ago  wrote  to  the  Congress  of  the  Massachusetts- 
Baij,  and  to  our  Delegates  at  the  Continental  Congress, 
recommending  that  a  part  of  the  large  quantity  of  lead  at 
Ticondcroga  should  be  immediately  brought  down,  and 
still  think  the  measure  necessary. 

I  shall  immediately  give  orders  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  the  Colony,  all  the  tow- 
cloth  that  can  be  had. 

If  the  powder  supposed  to  be  at  Bermuda  be  private 
property,  it  must  be  immediately  paid  for.  If  not,  I  ima- 
gine it  will  be  settled  with  our  other  disputes.  This  is  a 
matter  that  ought  to  be  known  and  provided  for. 

Upon  further  consideration,  1  am  very  doubtful  whether 
a  vessel  can  be  immediately  provided  with  men  here, 
and  therefore  am  of  opinion  that  twenty-five  or  thirty 
sailors  had  better  be  draughted  from  the  Army,  and  held 
in  readiness  to  embark  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of 
Hariis. 

This  letter  w^aits  upon  you  by  my  son,  whom  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  to  your  favourable  notice. 

I  am,  with  very  great  esteem.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant,  Nicno.  Cooke. 


aOVERNOLR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  August  8,  1775. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  4th  instant;  observe 
the  contents.  The  new  levies  will  come  into  camp  in  a 
short  space,  save  that,  on  the  present  emergency,  so  large 
a  fleet  appearing  on  our  coasts,  I  have  ordered  Colonel 
JVebl)  to  leave  one  Captain,  with  his  Company,  at  JSeiv- 
Havcn  for  the  present,  in  addition  to  one  quarter  part  of 
the  trained  soldiers  of  five  of  our  Regiments  lying  on  the 
sea-coasts  and  sound,  to  be  officered,  equipped,  and  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning. 

Yesterday  letters  were  sent  to  our  Commissaries  to  buy 
up  all  the  tow-cloth  in  this  Government,  for  the  purpose 
you  mention.  The  pattern  will  be  sent  iiom  one  to  another, 
that  suitable  persons  may  be  employed  to  make  u])  the 
same,  to  be  forwarded  as  directed. 

It  gave  me  pain  to  read  your  next  paragraph,  not  having 
it  in  my  power  to  afford  further  assistance,  although  it  is 
hoped  for  and  expected  every  day.  But  I  have  now  the 
relief  and  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  on  the  supplies 
coming  to  you,  and  going  to  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 
Point. 

1  am,  vvitli  great  esteem  and  regard.  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  Jonathan  Trumbull. 
General  Jf'ashin<;ton. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  SCHUtLER. 

Lebanon,  August  8,  1775. 

Sir:  At  nine  last  evening  received  your  favour  of  31st 
July  last,  enclosing  letters  to  General  IVashington  and 
Major-General  Lee.  Will  forward  them  directly.  Am 
alarmed  at  the  delay  in  forwarding  provisions.  This  morn- 
ing, at  seven  o'clock,  received  your  other  of  the  3d  instant. 
Am  encouraged  to  hope  the  obstacle  relative  to  provisions 
will  soon  be  removed.  Tents  for  Colonel  Hinman's  Re- 
giment I  expect  will  be  soon  sent  from  jS'ew-York.  For 
your  information  have  enclosed  copies  of  my  correspond- 
ence with  the  Provincial  Congress  at  iVew-l'ocAr,  with  one 
paragraph  of  mine  to  the  Delegates  from  this  Colony  at 
the  honourable  Congress,  forwarded  yesterday  to  Phila- 
delphia. 

On  Wednesday,  the  26th  of  July  last,  the  Rose,  Swan, 
and  Kingfisher,  ships-of-war,  with  a  small  tender,  came 
to  anchor  before  ]^ew-London.  They  chased  a  brigantine 
of  Mr.  Shaw's,  outward  bound,  laden  with  cattle.  She 
put  about,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  number  of  long-boats,  got 
to  Mr.  Shaw's  wharf,  and  landed  the  cattle  about  ten 
minutes  before  one  of  the  King's  barges  came  to  her.  The 
tender  w^ent  the  next  day  to  the  harbour's  mouth,  landed 
suddenly,  broke  off  the  nutts,  and  plugged  up  with  files 
three  or  four  cannon.  Same  day  a  number  of  the  officers 
went  upon  JVinthrop's  iVecAr,  viewed  the  ground  and  gun 
carriages  there.  At  night,  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock, 
three  or  four  barges  paddled  silently  up,  with  design,  as  is 
supposed,  to  take  off  or  destroy  the  carriages;  but  happily 
our  people  were  too  quick  for  them,  had  drawn  and  were 
drawing  them  away. 

On  Friday  the  ships  weighed  anchor,  and  we  liear  are 
returned  to  Newport. 

On  Sunday  morning,  at  sunrise,  appeared  at  Ntic-Lon- 
don  a  fleet  of  ten  sail  at  anchor,  half  way  between  Fisher's 
Island  and  the  Light-House,  viz :  three  men-of-war,  five 
other  ships,  a  brigantine,  and  schooner.  They  hove  up 
anchor  about  six  o'clock,  and  beat  eastward  on  the  first  of 
the  ebb  for  Fisher's  Isla7id  Sound.  It  afterwards  appeared 
there  were  fourteen  sail.  It  is  probable  they  have  taken 
the  stock  off  that  Island.  These  are  likely  the  same  ships 
that  lately  sailed  from  Boston,  which  some  feared  were  de- 
signed for  Qucbeck.  From  all  my  intelligence,  cannot 
think  that  any  ships  or  soldiers  are  gone  from  thence  to 
Quebeck,  or  that  any  forces  will  arrive  there  very  speedily 
from  any  quarter.  It  is  my  opinion  the  Ministry  will  not 
abandon  their  nefarious  and  hostile  measures,  nor  is  an} 
speedy  reconciliation  to  be  expected.  The  dissolution  of 
Parliament  last  fall,  and  their  subsequent  conduct,  forbid 
such  expectations. 

Enclosed  is  a  pamphlet  containing  the  petition  of  If'est- 
India  Planters  and  Merchants,  with  the  evidence  deliverei'f 
thereon,  and  summed  up  by  Mr.  Glover. 
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Most  sincerely  wish  every  obstacle  may  be  removed  out 
of  llie  way  of  your  enterprise,  lliat  you  may  be  able  soon 
to  conciliate  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  with  the  rest  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  the  Indians  kept  peaceable. 

VVitI)  iny  best  wishes  for  your  success,  1  am,  k.c. 

Jonathan  Tkumbi  li,. 

Honourable  .Mnjor-General  Schuijhr. 


OKNERAL   WASHINf.TIIN   TO   NEW-YORK    CONCnESS. 

Ciini)  at  Cambridge,   August  8,  177 


GKNTLEMf:N:   It  must  irive 


[reat  concern  to  every  con- 


siderate mind,  that  when  this  whole  Continent,  at  a  vast 
expense  of  blood  and  Ireasiu'e,  is  endeavouring  to  establish 
its  liberties  on  the  most  secure  and  solid  foundations,  not 
only  by  a  laudal)le  op|)osition  of  force  to  (orce,  but  denying 
itself  the  usual  advantages  of  trade,  there  are  men  amongst 
us  so  basely  sordid  as  to  counteract  all  our  exeitions  for 
the  sake  of  a  little  gain.  You  cannot  hut  have  heard  that 
the  distresses  of  the  Ministerial  Troo|is  for  fresh  ])rovisions 
and  many  other  necessaries  at  Boston,  were  very  great.  It 
is  a  policy  justifiable  by  all  the  laws  of  war  to  endeavour 
to  increase  them.  Desertions,  discouragement,  and  a  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  service,  besides  weakening  their 
strength,  are  some  of  the  natural  consequences  of  such  a 
situation,  and  if  continued,  might  afford  the  fairest  hope 
of  success,  without  farther  effusion  of  human  blood. 

A  vessel  cleared  lately  out  o^  Nciv-York  for  St.  Croix, 
with  fresh  provisions  and  other  articles,  has  just  gone  into 
Boston,  instead  of  pursuing  her  voyage  lo  the  West-Indies. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  discover  the  name  of  the  Captain 
or  owner,  but  as  yet  without  success.  The  owner,  it  is 
said,  went  to  St.  Croix  before  the  vessel,  from  which,  and 
lier  late  arrival,  I  make  no  doubt  you  will  be  able  to  dis- 
cover and  expose  the  villain  ;  and  if  you  could  fall  upon 
some  effectual  measures  to  prevent  the  like  in  future,  it 
would  be  doing  a  si;;nal  service  to  our  common  country. 

I  have  been  endeavouring,  by  every-  means  in  my  power, 
to  discover  the  future  intentions  of  our  enemy  here.  I 
find  a  general  idea  prevailing  through  the  Army,  and  in 
the  Town  of  Boston,  that  the  Troops  are  soon  to  leave  the 
Town,  and  go  to  some  other  part  of  the  Continent ;  Neiv- 
FoWi:  is  the  place  generally  mentioned  as  their  destination. 
I  siiould  think  a  rumour  oi-  suggestion  of  this  kind  worthy 
of  very  little  notice,  if  it  were  not  confirmed  by  some  cor- 
responding circumstances.  But  a  four  weeks  total  inac- 
tivity, with  all  their  re-enforcements  arrived  and  recruited, 
the  daily  diuiinution  by  desertions,  sickness,  and  small 
skirmishes,  induce  an  opinion  that  any  effort  they  propose 
to  make  will  be  directed  elsewhere. 

I  thought  it  proper  to  hint  to  you  what  is  probably  in- 
tended ;  you  will  then  consider  what  regard  is  to  be  [laid 
to  it,  and  what  steps  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  take,  if 
any. 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  regard,  gentlemen,  vour 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Go.  Washington. 

The  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Province 
of  New-  York. 

(Jambridgo,  August  8,  177.5. 

Orders  for  Scrffeaiil  \'AiiNiiM,  of  Colonel  Bridge's  lie- 
^imeni,  in  the.  Massachusetts  Forces. 

You  are  to  proceed  with  the  detachment  under  your 
command  to  Worcester,  taking  under  your  care  and  charge 
Peter  Jlanlnn,  Simpso7i  Moore,  and  John  Gale,  Marines 
taken  prisoners  liom  the  Ministerial  Army.  You  are  to 
deliver  them  to  the  Committee  at  IVorccstcr,  and  the 
Chairman,  or  his  Deputy  there,  will  order  them  to  be 
escorted  by  some  of  the  Militia  lo  Springfield ,  to  remain 
in  custody  there  until  regularly  discharged  or  exchani;ed, 
as  may  be  hereafter  directed.  Richard  Holland,  a  deserter 
from  the  Fourth  Regiment,  or  Royal  Welch  Fusiliers,  is 
to  be  permitted  to  pass  where  he  pleases,  upon  his  arrival 
at  Worcester.  As  s(X)n  as  you  have  done  and  performed 
tills  service,  you  are  to  return  forthwith  to  camp. 

Given  at  Head-Quarters,  this  8th  day  of  ^ue■^(.s^  1775. 
Houatio  Gates,  Adjutant  Central. 
To  whom  it  may  concern. 


Worcester,  August  in,  A.  D.  1775. 

Received  of  Sergeant  Varnum,  Peter  Ilanlan,  Simpson 
Moore,  and  John  Gale,  iMarines,  piisoners,  also  Richard 
Holland,  a  deserter. 

KecL'ived  |)er  W'm.  Yoi  nc, 

Chairman  of  Wurctslcr  Coininitlec. 


S|>ringfi.ld,  Auguft  23,  177.".. 
Received  of  Jl'illium   Yonn!{,    Peter  llanlan.  Simpson 
Moore,  and  John  Gale;   Henry  Striker,  sick  on  the  road, 
lo  be  received  when  he  arrives. 

IV'athl.  ]5ueweh.  Chairman. 


Received  of  William   \\ 


.indreir  Hamilton. 

ABNt:R  Smith. 


Furtsmoutli,  AngiiPt  11,  177.5. 

Dkak  Sir:  I  am  safely  arrived  here,  and  am  happy  to 
the  greatest  degree  in  having  so  fortunately  escaped  the 
narrow  inspection  of  my  enemies,  the  enemies  to  their 
country,  to  good  order,  and  to  Government.  I  should 
esteem  myself  defective  in  point  of  friendship  towards  you, 
siiould  1  neglect  to  caution  you  to  avoid  an  over  zealous 
exertion  of  what  is  now  so  ridiculously  called  patriotick 
spirit;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  deport  yourself  with  that 
moderation  for  which  you  iiave  been  always  remarkable, 
and  which  must,  in  this  instance,  tend  to  your  honour  and 
advantage.  You  may  be  assured  from  me,  that  nothing  but 
the  greatest  unanimity  now  prevails  at  home,  and  that  the 
innovating  spirit  amongst  us  here  is  looked  upon  as  ungen- 
erous and  undutiful ;  and  that  the  utmost  exertions  of  the 
powers  of  Government,  if  necessary,  will  be  used  to  con- 
vince the  infatuated  people  of  their  folly.  1  could,  1  assure 
you.  Sir,  give  you  such  convincing  proofs  of  what  I  assert, 
and  from  which  every  reasonable  person  may  conclude  the 
effects,  that  nothing  but  madness  could  operate  upon  a  man 
so  far  as  to  overlook  his  duty  to  the  present  Constitution, 
and  to  form  unwarrantable  associations  with  enthusiasts, 
whose  ill-timed  folly  must  draw  upon  them  inevitable  de- 
struction. 

His  Lordsliip  desires  you  lo  presiMit  his  hand  to  Captain 
Jl'hite  Fjijes,  and  to  assure  him  that  lie  is  very  sorry  that 
he  had  not  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  at  the  treaty,  or  that 
the  situation  of  affairs  prevented  him  from  coming  down. 

Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  that  I  have  no  motive  in  writing 
my  sentiments  thus  to  you,  farther  than  to  endeavour  to 
steer  you  clear  of  the  misfortunes  which,  I  am  confident, 
must  involve  but  unhappily  too  many. 

I  have  sent  you  an  address  from  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  people  oi  America,  and  I  desire  you  to  con- 
sider it  attentively,  which  will,  1  flatter  myself,  convince 
you  of  the  idleness  of  many  declarations,  and  of  the  ab- 
surdity of  an  intended  slavery. 

Give  my  love  to  George,  and  tell  him  he  shall  hear  from 
me,  and  I  hope  to  his  advantage. 

Interpret  the  enclosed  speech  to  Captain  White  Eyes 
from  his  Lordsliip.  Be  prevailed  upon  lo  shun  the  popular 
errour,  and  judge  for  yourself;  act  as  a  good  subject,  and 
expect  the  rewards  due  to  your  services. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  sincere  friend  and  servant, 

John  Connolly. 
To  Mr.  John  Gibson,  near  Fort  Dunniore. 


\jOnn  IHNMORE  TO  captain  white  eyes. 

Brother  Captain  White  Eyes  :  I  am  glad  to  hear  your 
good  speeciies  sent  me  by  Major  Connolly,  and  you  may 
lie  assured  I  shall  put  the  one  end  of  the  belt  which  you 
iiave  sent  me  into  tlie  hands  of  our  great  King,  who  will 
be  glad  to  hear  from  liis  brothers,  the  Delaiiares,  and 
will  take  a  strong  hold  of  it.  You  may  rest  satisfied  that 
our  foolish  young  men  shall  never  be  permitted  to  liave 
your  lands;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  great  King  will  pro- 
tect you,  and  ]irescrve  you  in  the  possession  of  them.  Our 
young  people  in  tlie  country  have  been  very  foolish,  and 
done  many  imprudent  things,  for  which  they  soon  must  be 
sorry,  and  of  which  I  make  no  doubt  they  have  acquainted 
\i)u  :  hut  1  must  tiesire  you  not  to  listen  to  them,  as  they 
would  be  willing  that  you  should  act  equally  I'oolish  with 
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themselves  ;  but  rather  let  what  you  hear  pass  in  at  one  ear 
and  out  at  the  other,  so  that  it  may  make  no  impression  on 
your  heart,  until  you  hear  from  me  fully,  which  shall  be  so 
soon  as  I  can  give  you  farther  information,  who  am  your 
friend  and  brother. 

Captain  H^hite  Eyes  will  plea-^e  acquaint  the  Corn  Stalk 
with  these  my  sentiments  ;  also,  as  well  as  the  Chiefs  of 
the  Mingoes,  and  the  other  Six  Nations. 

Your  sincere  friend  and  elder  brother, 

DlNMOlU;.* 


Phil.idelphiii,  AuK»at  9,  1775. 

To  the  Spinners  in  this  City,  the  Suburbs,  and  County: 

Your  services  are  now  wanted  to  promote  the  American 
Manufactory,  at  the  cornev  o(  Market  a\id  Ainth-stnets, 
where  cotton,  wool,  flax,  &ic.,  are  delivered  out.  Strangers 
who  apply  are  desired  to  bring  a  few  lines,  by  way  of  recom- 
mendation, from  some  respectable  person  in  liieir  neigh- 
bourhood. 

One  distinguishing  characteristick  of  an  excellent  woman, 
as  give!n  by  the  wisest  of  men  is,  "That  she  seeketh  wool 
and  flax,  and  worketh  willingly  with  her  hands  ;  she  layetb 
her  hands  to  the  spindle,  and  her  hands  holdeth  the  dis- 
taff." In  this  time  of  publick  distress  you  have  now,  each 
of  you,  an  opportunity  not  only  to  help  to  sustain  your  fami- 
lies, but  likewise  to  cast  }our  mite  into  the  treasury  of  the 
publick  good.  The  most  feeble  eflbrt  to  lielp  to  save  the 
State  fiom  ruin,  when  it  is  all  you  can  do,  is,  as  the  widow's 
mite,  entituled  to  the  same  reward  as  they  who  of  their 
abundant  abilities  have  cast  in  much. 


GENERAL  WOOSTER  TO   GOVEKNOtlR  TRUOT'.ULI,. 

Oyster-Ponil,  August  9,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  just  time  to  acquaint  your  Honour  that,  by 
the  request  of  the  Provincial  Congiess  of  New-York,  I 
yesterday  embarked  from  New-  York  with  four  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  and  this  afternoon  arrived  here.  We  find  that 
the  inhabitants  are  in  great  need  of  powder.  There  is  none 
in  Neiv-  York.  I  spared  two  hundred  weight  from  my  own 
stock,  which  was  forwarded  from  New-  York  to  this  place, 
for  the  use  of  the  York  Provincials  who  were  stationed 
here  ;  of  consequence  our  stock  is  reduced  to  about  twenty 
rounds  a  man. 

The  Regulars  have  taken  the  cattle,  sheep,  &ic.,  from 
Fisher's  Island,  and  this  day  have  employed  tiiemselves  in 
the  same  business  on  Gardiner's  Island;  when  they  have 
got  through  with  that  we  may  expect  them  upon  this. 

I  beg  that  your  Honour  would,  with  the  greatest  expe- 
dition possible,  forward  to  me  three  hundred  weight  of 
powder,  which  1  hope  will  be  sufiBcient  for  the  present 
exigency,  both  lor  our  own  Troops  and  the  Militia  here. 

I  am.  Sir,  in  great  haste,  your  Honour's  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  David  Woostek. 

Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq. 


EXTRACT   OF   A   LETTER   FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  OF  PHILADEL- 
PHIA, DATED   CAMBRIDGE,  AUGUST  9,  1775. 

We  waited  on  General  IVashington,  who  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you  is  much  beloved  and  admired  for  his 
polite  condescension  and  noble  deportment.  His  appoint- 
ment to  the  chief  command  has  the  general  suffrage  of  all 
ranks  of  people  here,  which  I  think  is  no  bad  omen. 

We  viewed  the  lines,  and  were  truly  amazed  at  the 
extent  and  grandeur  of  the  works,  considering  the  short 
time  in  which  they  have  been  erected.  The  whole  works 
from  Winter  Hill  to  Dorchester  Neck,  form  a  kind  of  semi- 
circle round  Boston,  Winter  Hill  being  the  northernmost; 
next  comes  Prospect  Hill,  very  properly  named  from  the 
fine  prospect  it  aifords,  from  its  summit,  of  the  Towns  of 
Boston  and  Chnrlestown,  the  latter  now  in  ashes,  and 
nothing  to  be  seen  of  that  fine  Town  but  chimneys  and 
rubbish,  having  been  burnt,  as  you  know,  about  the  twen- 
tieth of  June,  by  the  British  barbarians ;  it  atfords  also  a 

»  The  speech  from  Lord  Dunmore  to  White  Eyes,  was  sent  by  Cap. 
tain  Connolly  to  Mr.  John  Gibson,  of  Pittsburgh,  with  a  friendly  letter  ; 
but  Mr.  Gibson,  instead  of  delivering  it  to  the  Indians,  as  desired,  im. 
mediately  put  botli  the  letter  aJid  speech  into  the  hands  of  the  Com. 
niittee  of  West-Augusta. 


distinct  view  of  Bunker's  Hill,  about  one  mile  distant 
therefrom.  To  the  southward  of  this  hill  is  a  chain  of 
breastworks  and  redoubts  till  you  come  to  Cambridge 
River,  from  whence  it  is  continued  along  by  Roxbury  and 
Dorchester  Neck,  being  in  the  whole  extent,  as  near  as  1 
can  judge,  about  eight  miles.  The  two  hills  appear  to 
me  almost  impregnable,  having  forts  within  breastworks 
strongly  picketed,  and  in  many  places  planted  with  heavy 
cannon  ;  add  to  these  their  natural  strength  from  their 
great  elevation.  To  the  eastward  of  U  inter  Hill  lies 
Renny-Ferry,  where  the  said  barbarians,  out  of  mere  wan- 
tomiess,  burnt  a  house  a  few  days  since,  without  any  pros- 
pect of  advantage  to  themselves.  This  day  they  have 
been  blowing  up  the  Castle;  the  explosions  we  could 
see  from  a  high  hill  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Winnisimil- 
Ferry. 

The  people  bear  their  misfortunes  with  aslfniishing  pa- 
tience and  magnanimity.  It  is  no  uncommon  tijing  to  see 
those  who  have  lost  one  or  two  bouses,  and  nearly  all  their 
effects,  and  some  who  have  lost  their  all ;  yet  you  would 
discover  nothing  of  this  by  their  behaviour  or  countenances. 

Gage  has  again  agreed  to  let  the  people  come  out  of 
Boston,  but  will  not  suft(2r  more  than  two  small  boats  to 
ply,  which  bring  about  twelve  or  fifteen  in  a  day.  The 
people  say  great  pains  are  taken  to  persuade  them  to  stay, 
by  telling  them  that  thirty  thousand  Hanoverians,  thirty 
thousand  Hessians,  and  as  many  Russians,  are  shortly  ex- 
pected, wiien  they  shall  destroy  all  the  Rebels  at  once. 

We  have  an  account  from  the  eastward  of  our  people 
having  taken  a  man-oi'-war's  tender,  and  one  oi  two  trans- 
jiorts.  The  particulars  are  difficidt  to  gather  or  ascertain; 
however,  seven  Maiine  officers  are  brought  prisoners  here, 
and  are  secured.  There  is  just  arrived  an  account  of  an 
engagement  between  our  people  and  a  man-uf-\var  at  Cape- 
Ann,  wherein  our  people  had  the  advantage;  but  no  par- 
ticulars that  can  be  relied  on  are  come  to  hand. 

]f  any  men-of-war  or  regular  mercenaries  shotild  be  sent 
to  Philadelphia,  I  am  in  hopes  my  fellow-citizens  will  give 
a  good  account  of  them.  I  have  pledged  ni)L;e!f  fur  their 
good  behaviour. 

EXTRACT   OF   A   LETTER   FROM  (iERM ANY,  RECKI VKD    IN    PHI- 
LADELPHIA,  DATED    AUGC'ST    10,    1775. 

All  Germany  is  fixed  in  admiration,  wonder,  and  amaze- 
ment, at  the  firm,  determined,  heroick  spirit  of  the  brave 
Americans,  and  are  exceedingly  pleased  with  the  un- 
daunted opjjosition  they  itjake  against  the  several  attacks 
of  the  formidable  arms  of  England,  employed  to  deprive 
them  of  their  just  rights  to  natuial  liberty,  and  to  shackle 
them  in  chains  of  slavery  and  subjection  ever  after;  and 
this  will  be  the  miserable  consequence,  should  they  subdiie 
you  by  their  fleets  and  armies. 

Great  numbers  of  the  Germans  live  in  America,  and 
they  highly  experience,  in  that  happy  country,  the  sweets 
of  freedom  and  liberty,  and  which  they  did  not  enjoy  here 
under  their  petty  arbitrary  rulers.  These  rncn  will  exert 
every  nerve  in  support  of  the  righteous  cause  of  freedom, 
so  sweet  to  them.  Their  numerous  friends  and  relations 
here  are  constantly  and  most  ardently  supplicating  the 
great  Divine  Ruler  of  all  events  to  interpose  and  assist  you 
with  the  almighty  arm,  and  to  set  at  naught  all  the  wicked 
enslaving  attempts  of  your  enemies.  But  they  hope  you 
will  not  fold  your  arms,  and  depend  altogether  on  tlie  effi- 
cacy of  your  |)raying  friends,  but  that  you  will  make  use 
of  defensive  means.  And  they  hope  and  believe  that  Pro- 
vidence will  be  propitious  to  your  cause,  which  you  have 
already  had  an  earnest  of,  and  that  your  oppiessors  may  be 
discomfited.  We  wish,  that  as  England  is  going  to  hire 
foreign  troops,  in  vain  hope  of  subduing  you,  (their  own 
men  becoming  enervated  and  spiritless  so  soon  as  they  tread 
American  soil.)  that  they  could  obtain  Germans  to  be  sent 
on  this  errand  ;  for  in  that  case  we  foresee  the  event  would 
turn  in  your  favour,  as  you  have  an  extensive  country  for 
Germans  to  cidtivate,  and  no  people  love  profitable  labour 
better,  or  are  better  adapted  for  the  purpose,  (wh\ch  Ame- 
rica has  long  experienced,)  and  we  know  that  they  would 
soon  drop  their  fire-arms  and  betake  themselves  to  the 
cultivation  of  lands.  We  think  highly  of  the  wisdom  of 
your  American  Congress,  and  of  all  their  good  regulations 
throughout  that  extensive  Continent,  and  we  cannot  enou^'h 
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admire  the  decent,  loyal,  yet  manly  and  spirited  language 
contained  in  all  their  petitions  and  supplications  to  the 
Throne,  and  cannot  enough  detest  the  indecent  treatment 
and  scornful  reception  they  have  n)et  with  from  those 
haughty  men  wiio  guide  all  the  movements  of  the  Nation. 
But  we  assure  vou  that  the  unison  cord  has  not  been  hit 
upon  by  your  Congress,  or  all  would,  long  ere  this,  have 
been  well  with  America,  and  few  would  have  known  the 
true  cause  of  the  Army  and  Fleet  returning  to  Kinflancl. 
Two  or  three  hundred  thousand  Pounds,  judiciou'^ly  ap- 
j)lied,  would  have  wrought  this  miracle  and  saved  niillious, 
which,  for  want  of  this  knowledge,  you  are  now  i'xj)eiurnig 
in  warlike  pre))arations.  France,  Spain,  IJulland,  and 
(icrmany,  have  long  been  acquainted  with  this  prudent 
secret,  and  liave  freijuently  administered  this  specifick  with 
the  wished-for  success.  Money  lias  removed  mountains  ; 
it  has  turned  the  course  of  rapid  rivers;  it  has  built  a  hai- 
rier wall,  to  divide  China  from  Turtary,  of  fifteen  hundred 
miles  in  length  ;  and  surely  it  will  influence  the  pliable 
yielding  hearts  of  men.  I  hope  this  method  will  be  adopted 
yet ;  it  will  never  be  unseasonable,  for  the  English  are  as 
greedy  and  ravenous  after  money,  as  a  hungry  wolf  is  after 
a  fat  sheep.  Their  Kings  are  not  proof  against  its  fasci- 
nating charms,  and  we  know  that  they  have  been  bribed 
to  the  prejudice  oi  England.  Touch  but  Bute's  |)ahn  and 
all  will  be  right;  he  is  the  arch  fiend,  and  has  all  the  imps 
al  his  command.  We  believe  him  to  be  a  Jesuit,  and  we 
know  he  is  a  blood  relation  of  the  banished  Stuart  King; 
and  we  believe  he  has  been  long  working  schemes  to  bring 
in  one  of  that  family  to  be  again  King  of  England.  IMay 
Ins  schemes  all  fail,  and  may  he  be  transformed,  not  into  a 
)iillar  of  salt,  but  into  a  man  of  stone,  as  a  lasting  infamous 
inonumenl  for  posterity  to  gaze  upon. 

NEWT3ERN  (noRTII-CAROLINa)   COMMITTEE. 

Com.nittee  Chamber,  Nowbfr.i,  August  10,  177.'-.. 

The  following  Letters  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  this 
Committee.  Their  alarming  tendenc}"  sufiiciently  apolo- 
gizes for  their  publication.  As  Governour  Martin  stands 
singly  as  a  Provincial  Governour,  in  his  unremitting  ardour 
to  commence  hostilities  against  this  Province,  are  ministerial 
orders  to  him  different,  or  his  officious  zeal  to  injure  the 
people  of  his  Government  prompted  by  any  malevolent 
princijiles  ? 

'■North-C.iroUnn,  C^ipo  Fenr,  .lunr  13,  1775. 

"My  dear  Sir:  1  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  herewith 
a  letter  to  Mrs.  Martin,  whose  safe  arrival  I  am  anxious 
to  hear,  the  wind  having  been  easterly  almost  ever  since 
her  departure. 

"  I  shall  be  extremely  obliged  to  you  if  you  can  send 
me,  with  the  royal  standard  I  mentioned  to  you  some  time 
ago,  or  without  it  if  that  is  not  to  be  had,  a  good  tent  and 
markee,  of  the  size  of  a  Colonel's  tent  in  the  Army,  with 
a  tent-bed  to  fit  the  boot  of  it ;  and  further,  viz.  mattress, 
bolsters,  and  pillows,  to  be  sent  by  any  vessel  bound  to 
Cape-Fear  River,  or  in  default  thereof  to  JScivljern,  di- 
rected to  the  care  of  Mr.  Cornell. 

"  1  should  rejoice  to  see  a  prospect  of  a  happy  termina- 
tion of  the  deplorable  times,  that  more  or  less  threaten  the 
happiness  of  every  man  throughout  the  British  dominions. 

"  My  compliments  and  warmest  good  wishes  attend  you 
and  Mrs.  Jl'hitc,  and  all  your  family;  and  1  am,  dear  Sir, 
ever  yours,  Jo.  JIartin. 

"The  Honourable  Henry  White,  Esquire. 

"  I  forbear  to  give  you  your  <\y\Q  additions  on  the  outside 
of  my  letter  to  obviate  |)rying  curiosity.'" 

'•Cruiser  Sloop.of-War,  CapcFoar  Kivi-r.  .July  iil,  1775. 

"Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  fifteenth  in- 
stant by  Mr.  Cunningham,  and  highly  approve  your  proper 
and  spirite^l  conduct,  while  1  cannot  sullicieiitly  express  my 
indignation  and  contempt  of  the  proceedings  of  Captain- 
General  Spencer  and  his  unworthy  confederates. 

"  \ou,  and  the  other  friends  of  Government,  have  only 
to  stand  your  ground  firmly,  and  unite  against  the  seditious 
as  they  do  against  you,  in  firm  assurance  that  you  will  be 
soon  and  eflectually  supported.  1  wait  here  to  forward 
the  purposes  of  the  friends  of  Government,  or  I  would  have 
been  among  }0u.     At  a  proper  season  you  may  depend  I 


shall  render  myself  among  you,  and  in  the  mean  time  let 
nothing  discourage  you. 

"  The  spirit  of  rebellion  has  lately  received  a  most  severe 
check  in  New-England,  and  1  have  not  the  least  doubt 
that  all  that  country  is,  by  this  time,  entirely  reduced  by 
His  Majesty's  Army,  which,  by  my  latest  advices,  was 
carrying  on  its  operations  with  the  utmost  vigour. 

"  Miijor  Snead  may  be  assured  of  my  attention  to  all  his 
wishes  at  a  proper  time. 

"  I  beg  my  compliments  may  be  presented  to  Colonel 
McDonald ;  and  am,  Sir,  your  most  luimlile  servant, 

"Jo.  Martin. 
"  Lieutenant-Colonel  Janus  Cotton,  Anson  County." 


EXTRACT  OF   A    LETTER   FROM   A  GENTI.E^1\N   IN  FINCASTLE, 
VIRGINIA,   DATED  AIGIST    10,    177."). 

It  appears  that  the  Cherokees,  after  several  iniquitous 
expedients,  have  been  prevailed  on  to  take  up  arms  against 
this  Colony.  At  first  they  were  much  averse  to  the  busi- 
ness, but  of  late  it  appears  otherwise  ;  and  a  few  days  since 
they  were  to  have  a  grand  council,  in  which  the  business 
of  going  to  war  is  to  be  ultimately  determined.  In  a  few- 
days  1  shall  have  an  account  of  the  result  of  this  council, 
which,  if  interesting,  I  will  endeavour  to  transmit  to  vou. 


Winchester,  Virginia.  August  IG.  1775. 

By  Capt.  James  flood,  who  was  deputed  by  our  Assem- 
bly to  invite  the  several  Tribes  of  Ohio  Indians  to  a  treaty, 
to  be  held  at  Fort  Pitt  on  the  tenth  of  next  month,  and 
who  returned  last  night,  we  learn  that  he  had  visited  the 
Delawares,  Shawanesc,  Senecas,  Ji'yandots,  and  Taivas. 
That  the  commanding  officer  at  Detroit,  and  deputy  agent 
for  Indian  affairs,  and  Monsieur  Baubee,  a  Frenchman,  had 
sent  belts  and  strings  of  wampum  to  seventeen  Nations,  in- 
cluding those  above  mentioned,  informing  them,  unless  they 
all  united,  the  Virginians  would  take  their  country  from 
them.  That  they  purposed  to  attack  them  two  different 
ways — one  by  the  Ohio,  the  other  by  the  Lakes.  That 
the  Virginians  would  invite  them  to  a  treaty,  but  that 
they  ought  by  no  means  to  go,  as  they  (the  Virginians) 
were  a  people  not  to  l)e  depended  on.  That  many  other 
diabolical  artifices  had  been  used  by  those  tools  of  Govern- 
ment, to  instigate  these  savages  to  attack  our  frontiers,  par- 
ticularly the  Virginians,  who  were  represented  to  them  as 
a  distinct  people,  and  that  their  attacking  them  would  not 
be  resented  by  the  other  Colonies. 

Captain  IVood  had  this  account  first  fiom  the  Delawares. 
who  appeared  friendly,  and  gave  him  the  belt  and  siring 
which  liad  been  sent  them.  All  the  other  tribes  con- 
firmed this  account,  and  promised  to  attend  the  treaty. 
The  Shawanesc  assured  him  whatever  they  had  received 
from  Fort  Detroit  they  had  buried  in  the  ground,  never 
more  to  rise,  but  that  the  foolish  Twightwces  and  Picts 
had  accepted  the  belts.  Chenitsaw,  one  of  the  hostages 
who  escaped  from  f I  illiamsbnrgh  some  time  ago,  arrived 
at  the  Sha7vancsc  Town  the  day  before  Captain  ff'ood. 
He  had  informed  the  Indians  that  all  the  people  of  T'ir- 
ginia  were  preparing  for  war,  and  determined  to  attack  the 
Indians,  except  the  Governour,  whom  the  people  had 
obliged  to  go  on  board  of  a  man  of-war:  that  the  hostage 
had  discovered  they  were  to  be  made  slaves  and  sent  to 
some  other  country,  which  he  assigned  as  the  reason  for  his 
escaiie.  But  on  Captain  Wood's  explaining  the  matter  to 
the  Indians,  they  appeared  entirely  satisfied. 

Captain  James  'Wood's  infonnntion  to  the  Committee  of 
PiTTsiuR(.H,  August  10,  1775. 

Mr.  Wood  informs  the  Committee  that  at  Cushocton,  a 
Delaware  Town,  on  the  'HA  of  July,  he  delivered  a  speech 
to  the  Chiefs  of  that  place,  inviting  them  to  a  treaty  to  be 
held  at  Pittsburgh  the  10th  of  September ;  likewise  he  in- 
formed them  that  he  understood  that  the  Wyandots  and 
French  had  lately  been  in  Council  with  them,  that  they 
made  a  speech,  and  delivered  a  belt  to  them,  and  that  he 
expected  from  the  friendship  that  has  for  a  long  time  sub- 
sisted between  them  and  their  elder  brotliers,  the  Virgin- 
ians, that  they  would  inform  him  what  had  passed  between 
them.     On  the  23d  of  July,  Newcomer  and  some  other 
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Delaware  Cliiefs.  delivered  him  a  speecii  or  answer  to  his 
of  yesterday,  in  substance  as  follows: 

"  Thanking  him  for  his  speech,  and  that  ihey  would 
cheerfully  meet  the  Virginians  at  the  treaty  ;  and  to  con- 
vince their  brothers  that  they  desire  to  live  in  the  strictest 
friendshi|)  with  them,  they  delivered  to  him  a  belt  and 
string  that  was  sent  to  them  by  an  Englishman  and  a 
Frenchman  from  Detroit,  with  a  message  informing  them 
that  the  people  of  Virginia  are  determined  to  strike  them, 
and  tliat  they  would  come  on  them  two  ways,  the  one  by 
way  of  the  Lakes,  and  the  other  by  the  Ohio,  and  that  the 
Virginians  are  determined  to  drive  them  off  and  take  their 
lands  from  them  ;  and  that  they  must  constantly  be  on  their 
guard,  and  not  pay  any  regard  to  what  the  Virginians 
would  say  to  them,  as  they  were  a  people  not  to  be  depend- 
ed upon  ;  and  that  the  T'irginians  would  invite  them  to  a 
treaty,  tliat  they  must  not  go  by  any  means,  and  to  take 
particular  notice  of  the  advice  which  they  gave." 

That  he  arrived  at  a  Seneca  Town  the  25th  oi  July,  and 
found  Logan  there  with  some  of  the  Mingoes  that  were 
prisoners  at  Fort  Pitt.  They  all  appeared  very  desirous 
to  know  his  business.  He  called  them  together,  and  made 
the  same  speech  to  them  that  he  did  to  the  Ddawnres; 
lliey  made  no  other  ansv^er  than  that  they  would  acquaint 
the  rest  of  their  Nation  with  what  he  had  said.  These 
Indians  appeared  very  angry,  and  behaved  with  great  inso- 
lence to  ban.  That  on  the  27th  he  delivered  a  speech  to 
the  Indians  at  the  Hyandots  Town,  which  was  as  follows: 
"  Brothers,  the  VVyandots  o?)f/TAWAs:  Your  brothers 
of  Virginia,  in  their  Great  Council,  are  desirous  of  bright- 
ening the  chain  of  friendship  between  you  and  them  ; 
they  have  appointed  Commissioners  to  meet  the  chiefs  of 
the  different  JVations  of  Indians  on  the  Ohio  and  the  lakes, 
at  Fort  Pitt,  in  forty-six  days  from  this  time  ;  and  have 
ordered  me  to  come  to  this  place,  to  assure  you  that  their 
hearts  are  good  towards  you,  and  that  they  hope  to  agree 
upon  a  peace  with  all  the  Indians,  so  that  their  children 
and  ours  may  hereafter  be  in  the  greatest  friendship  ;  to  give 
you  a  kind  invitation  to  their  Council  Fire,  and  they  will 
give  you  a  hearty  welcome.  Brothers,  it  is  with  great 
concern  I  have  lately  heard  that  some  people,  whom  I 
consider  to  be  enemies  as  well  to  you  as  to  us,  have  en- 
deavoured to  make  you  believe  that  the  people  of  Virginia 
intend  to  strike  your  Nation;  this  you  may  depend  upon 
is  the  greatest  falsity,  as  1  can,  with  truth,  assure  you,  that 
they  desire  to  live  in  strict  friendship  with  all  Indians,  while 
they  continue  to  live  peaceably  with  us. 

"  Brothers,  the  Tawas  ;  It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  speaking  to  you  in  the  name  of  my 
countrymen,  to  return  you  thanks  for  the  kind  treatment 
given  by  your  Nation  to  one  of  our  young  brothers,  who 
was  delivered  into  your  hands  last  summer  by  the  Shawa- 
nesc,  and  to  assure  you  that  if  any  of  your  people  should 
ever  fall  into  our  hands,  they  will  meet  with  friendly  treat- 
ment." 

To  which  the  IVar  Post  returned  the  following  answer: 
'^Brothers,  the  Big  Knife:  We  have  heard  what  you 
have  said,  and  desire  time  till  to-morrow  afternoon  to  con- 
sider it,  when  we  will  meet  you  in  the  Council-House  at 
the  time  mentioned." 

The  (Var  Post,  with  six  others,  came  to  his  camp.  They 
told  him  they  came  to  talk  with  him  as  friends;  tliat  they 
always  understood  the  English  had  but  one  King,  who 
lived  over  the  great  river,  that  they  were  much  surprised 
lately  to  hear  that  we  were  at  war  with  ourselves,  and  that 
we  had  several  engagements  at  Boston,  where  a  great  many 
men  were  killed  on  both  sides  ;  and  as  they  had  heard 
many  different  stories,  they  would  be  glad  to  hear  and 
know  the  truth.  Captain  (Vood  then  explained  to  them 
the  nature  of  the  disputes,  and  acquainted  them  of  the 
general  union  of  all  the  Colonies,  and  undeceived  them  in 
an  errour  he  found  the  Wyandots  had  been  led  into,  viz : 
that  the  Virginians  were  a  people  distinct  from  the  other 
Colonies. 

At  the  appointed  time  the  IVar  Post  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing answer  to  Captain  Wood's  speech  of  yesterday. 

'•  Brother,  the  Big  Knife:  You  tell  us  you  were  sent 
to  our  Towns  by  the  great  men  of  Virginia,  to  let  us  know 
there  is  now  a  large  Council  Fire  kindling  at  Fort-Pitt; 
that  it  would  be  ready  in  forty-six  days,  and  that  we  should 


hear  then  and  there  every  thing  that  was  good.  Brother^:, 
we  have  listened  to  every  thing  you  have  said  with  great 
attention,  and  consider  it  well.  We  think  it  is  good,  and 
will  immediately  send  over  the  lakes  to  our  chiefs,  and  will 
be  ruled  in  our  determination  by  them.  Brothers,  I  have 
nothing  farther  to  say,  than  that  it  has  always  been  a  cus- 
tom with  us  that  whatever  news  we  hear  we  immediately 
send  it  to  our  head-men,  as  we  shall  on  this  occasion." 

He  arrived  at  the  Shaivanese  Towns  on  the  31st.  He 
desired  the  headman  to  call  the  headmen  of  the  different 
Towns  togetiier  as  soon  as  possible,  that  he  had  something 
to  say  to  them  from  the  headmen  of  Virginia.  The  head- 
men then  informed  him  that  Chennsaw,  or  the  Judge,  had 
returned  home  the  night  before;  that  he  brought  alarming 
accounts  from  Virginia,  that  all  the  people,  except  the 
Governour,  were  determined  on  war  with  the  Indians;  that 
the  Governour  was  for  peace,  but  was  obliged  to  fly  un 
board  a  ship ;  that  the  hostages  found  that  they  were  to 
be  made  slaves  and  sent  to  some  other  country ;  that  the 
white  people  were  all  preparing  for  war,  and  that  they 
showed  him  many  Indian  scalps,  amongst  vvliich  the  JVolf 
knew  his  brother's;  upon  which  they  determined,  if  possi- 
ble, to  make  their  escape,  and  accordingly  set  off  all  togetiier 
in  the  night ;  that  the  next  day,  he,  being  behind  the  otlieis 
at  some  distance,  was  seized  by  dn-ee  men  ;  that  he  licard 
them  say  they  would  kill  him,  and  one  of  them  began  to 
load  his  gun,  while  the  other  two  belbre  the  gun  was  loailed, 
held  him  by  die  arm,  he  found  means  to  disengage  himself 
and  make  his  escape,  leaving  his  gun  and  every  thing  else 
behind  him  ;  soon  after,  he  heard  several  guns  go  off,  and 
was  sure  that  Cutttnwa  and  Netca  were  killed,  as  he  liad 
been  sixty  days  travelling,  and  had  heard  nothing  of  them. 
Captain  IVood  told  the  headmen  that  the  most  of  what 
Chenusaw,  or  the  Judge,  told  him  was,l'alse;  and  that  he 
would  be  glad  if  he  would  send  for  him,  which  he  did.  As 
soon  as  he  came  Captain  Wood  explained  the  whole  mat- 
ter to  him  and  many  more  Indians,  and  informed  them 
Cuttenica  and  Newa  were  both  well,  and  on  the  road  ;  and 
that  they  were  bringing  his  clothes,  and  what  other  things 
he  left  behind  him  ;  and  that  it  was  very  unlucky  for  him 
he  did  not  turn  back  as  the  others  did,  and  have  a  horse 
and  a  saddle  to  ride  home  as  the  others, had. 

On  the  first  of  August  he  inquired  of  sundry  squaws 
concerning  the  speeches  and  belts  sent  to  the  Shawanese 
by  die  French  at  Detroit.  They  all  gave  the  same  ac- 
counts he  had  received  before,  with  this  addition,  that  the 
Picts  and  Twightwea  had  accepted  the  belts,  but  that  the 
Shawanese  had  dug  a  hole  in  the  giound,and  buried  them 
never  to  rise  again. 

The  2d  o(  August  he  delivered  a  speech  to  the  Shaira- 
ncse,  the  same  in  substance  to  what  he  had  delivered  to 
other  Nations.  He  explained  the  nature  of  the  dispute 
with  Lord  Duninore,  and  convinced  them  that  Chennsau 
had  not  told  the  truth,  and  likewise  explained  to  theni  the 
nature  of  the  dispute  with  Great  Britain.  The  htadnian 
returned  them  the  following  answer: 

"  Brother,  the  Bio  Knife  :  I  am  very  thankful,  as  well 
as  all  my  friends,  who  are  now  present,  for  your  good 
speech  this  day  delivered  to  us  at  our  Council  Fire.  It 
gives  us  great  pleasure  to  think  that  our  brothers,  the  Big 
Knife,  have  not  forgot  us  ;  and  that  we  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  talking  to  them  in  friendship  at  the  time  you 
mention.  We  are  much  obliged  to  our  brothers,  tlie  JBig 
Knife,  for  their  care  in  directing  all  their  people  to  let  our 
brother  Chenusaw  come  to  us.  His  coming  away  in  the 
manner  he  did  proceeded  from  a  mistake.  We  are  fully 
satisfied  with  what  you  have  told  us,  and  hope  you  will  not 
think  hard  of  us  for  his  bad  behaviour." 

NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  met,  August  10,  1775:    Present; 

Henry  Renisen,  Jolm  Lasher,  GerardusDuyckinck, 

Comfort  Sands,  Abraham  Duryee,  Victor  Bicker, 

Lewis  Pintarfl,  Peter  Byvanck,  Nicholas  Hoffman, 

Augustus  Van  Home,  Niciiolas  Bogart,  Edward  Fleming, 

Theophilus  Anthony,  Abraham  P.  Lott,  William  Denning, 

Daniel  Dunscomb,  Cornelius  P.  Low,  Jacob  Van  Voorhies, 

Samuel  Broome,  William  Seaton,  Oliver  Templeton, 

Hercules  Mulligan,  John  Rcade,  John  Woodward, 

Nicholas  Roosevelt,  Joseph  Totten,  Gabriel  W.  Ludlow, 

Benjamin  Kissam,  Evert  Banker,  Robert  Benson, 

William  Bedlow,  Eleazer  Miller,  John  B-rrian. 

Jolm  Anthony,  Robert  Ray, 
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As  it  is  found  ciifTicult  to  make  a  Board  of  this  Commit- 
tee, and  it  is  proper  to  proceed  with  despatcli  in  the  ex- 
aminations recommended  to  us  by  tiie  Provincial  Congress, 
to  be  made  for  discovcrinj;  the  persons  wiio  destroyed  tlie 
Boat  lately  built  for  His  Majesty's  Ship  Asia  : 

litsolvctl,  on  motion,  That  li.  Ruy,  Ahraluim  P.  Lott, 
Cornelius  P.  Low,  IVilUnm  BeJloiv,  John  Bcnian,  John 
Lasher,  and  John  Broumt,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  be 
a  Sub-Committee  for  taking  sucli  examinations,  and  ttiat 
ibcv  |)roceed  therein  with  all  convenient  speed,  and  return 
tliesaid  examination  to  this  Committee  when  finished.   And, 

Rrsolucd,  That  the  said  Committee  have  full  power  to 
send  for  witnesses  for  the  jnirpose  aforesaid. 


PETKR  T.    CLIlTEMirS    TO   .NEW-YORK   CONUllK-S. 

NV-w.York,  .\ngi.st  111,  ITT.'.. 

Gentlkme.n  :  I  was  yesterday  informed  by  a  meiuher  ol 
the  Continental  Congress,  tliat  not  a  shilling  of  the  Conti- 
nental money  would  be  paid,  or  even  lent  to  pay,  for  the 
clothing  or  guns  which  [  have  purchased  on  the  publiek 
credit.  If  so,  I  shall  be  in  a  very  disagreeaiile  situation, 
because  there  is  no  fund  established  by  the  Provincial 
Congress  as  yet  for  that  purpose.  The  goods  I  have  pur- 
chased are  all  on  the  credit  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  on 
condition  to  pay  for  them  as  soon  as  the  Continental  money 
came  in  my  hands.  As  soon  as  it  arrives,  1  vliall  have  about 
three  himriied  persons  calling  on  me  for  their  money. 
Those  I  have  purchased  clothing  from  must  be  sent  back 
without  money,  the  consequence  of  which  will  be,  abuse 
for  deceiving  them.  Figure  to  yourselves  the  situation  I 
shall  be  in.  1  hope  some  plan  will  be  fallen  on  to  borrow 
the  money  to  pay  for  the  clothing  and  making,  or  else  I  must 
lock  myself  up.  I  have  stopped  the  gunsmiths  this  morn- 
ing from  purchasing  any  more  guns,  because  they  can't  get 
any  without  the  cash,  and  I  have  none  to  pay  for  them, 
having  already  advanced  out  of  my  pocket,  in  cash  and 
goods,  little  short  of  one  thousand  Pounds. 

My  clerk  is  returned  from  Philadelphia,  and  informs  me 
that  he  can  get  from  Thomas  and  Isaac  Wharton,  blankets, 
watch-coats,  h.c.,  to  the  amount  of  eleven  hundred  and 
thirty-five  Pounds,  ten  Shillings,  and  three  Pence,  Pennsyl- 
vania currency,  (particulars  as  per  invoice  enclosed.)  upon 
condition  that  I  take  the  whole  and  pay  for  them  before 
they  are  delivered  out  of  their  store. 

As  to  duck,  none  can  be  had  ;  drillings  he  could  i;et 
about  twenty  or  thirty  pieces,  price  two  shillings  and  four 
pence  cash,  and  three  shillings  per  yard  on  the  credit  of 
the  Congress.  The  merchants  here  made  no  such  condi- 
tions or  distinctions.  Several  have  been  so  generous  as  to 
sell  their  goods  under  what  they  could  get  for  them  from 
individuals,  and  as  to  provisions  and  blacksmith's  work,  I 
bought  all  at  cash  price. 

1  am,  Genilemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

PeTEII  T.   Cl'KTENIUS. 

To  the  Members  of  the  New-York  Provincial  Congress. 


JOHN    MrKESSON   TO    COLONEL   PIII.VEAS  FA.NNINO. 

Now-York,  August  10,  1775. 
SiH :  The  Provincial  Congress  is  favoured  with  your 
letter  of  the  8ih  instant,  and  are  much  obliged  by  the  in- 
telligence. The  Congress  is  sorry  to  inform  you  that  any 
farther  supply  of  gunpowder  is  not  to  be  procured  at  pre- 
sent. The  powder,  ball,  and  flints,  sent  by  Mr.  Foster 
and  Mr.  Clarke,  are  at  your  disposal,  in  the  whole,  two 
hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds  and  a  half  of  powder,  and 
six  hundred  pounds  of  ball.  If  yon  should  think  it  neces- 
sary to  ))ut  any  of  this  annnunition  into  the  hands  of  the 
Jlilitia,  please  to  take  care  that  they  pay  for  the  same. 

Wishing  you  success,  I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  John  McKesson. 

To  Colonel  Phineas  Fanning,  Sonthold. 


HENKY   B.   LIVLVGSTON  TO   NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Claromont,  Aiit;ust  10,  1775. 

Sir:  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday,  in  a  great  hurry,  before 
I  had  notice  of  the  arrival  of  the  clothes  for  the  Troojis  at 
this  place,  which,  to  my  great  surprise,  I  find  to  be  only  a 
regimental  coat  and  a  blanket  for  each  man  ;  no  hat,  shirt. 


waistcoat,  breeches,  stockings,  or  shoes.  All  these  things 
we  have  been  led  to  expect  from  the  lenour  of  our  instruc- 
tions lor  enlisting  men,  wherein  we  are  directed  to  observe, 
"  That  the  Troops  raised  by  this  Colony  will  be  placed  pre- 
cisely upon  the  same  footing,  with  respect  to  pay,  clothing, 
&:c.,  with  other  the  Continental  Troops  now  raised,  or  here- 
after to  he  raised  for  the  treneral  defence."'  We  did  not  know, 
with  certainly,  how  the  Continental  Forces  were  to  be  sup- 
plied, but  conjectured  that  they  were  to  be  furnished  with 
every  necessary,  till  some  of  our  late  papers  came  to  hand,  in 
which  we  observed  the  Captains  hv  New-York  had  placed 
an  advertiseujcnt,  setting  forth  that  volunteers  in  this  service 
would  be  allowed  one  shilling,  eleven  pence  per  day,  and  a 
suit  of  clothes,  arms,  &ic.,  to  be  found  them  ;  this  was  not 
contradicted  by  the  Congress.  Can  the  gentlemen  who 
compose  it  conceive  no  necessity  for  a  supply  of  shoes  to 
a  body  of  men  who  are  to  march  two  Inmdred  and  fifty 
niiU's  through  a  rough  country,  (how  much  farther  1  know 
not.)  or  can  they  think  that  a  regimental  coat  will  make 
them  uniform,  when  some  of  them  have  waistcoats,  others 
none  ;  some  trowsers,  others  none  ;  some  hats,  others  with- 
out;  some  ragged,  others  whole.  Want  of  decent  clothing, 
1  fear,  will  oblige  many  to  desert  the  service  uho  have 
engaged  in  it  from  principle,  and  with  the  sole  view  of 
extricating  this  country  from  its  jiresent  difficulties.  How- 
ever, if  it  be  the  sense  of  the  Congress  that  the  Troops 
are  to  be  furnished  with  these  necessaries  from  their  pay, 
and  they  think  proper  to  advance  it  for  that  purpose,  1  will 
endeavour  to  bring  the  men  in  my  company  to  agree  to  it, 
though  I  can't  help  thinking  it  will  be  a  difficult  task,  as 
they  are  much  displeased  at  the  parsimony  of  the  Con- 
gress ;  it  has  been  ver\  near  creating  a  mutiny  in  my  com- 
pany already.  This  1  have  thought  it  my  duty,  as  an 
officer,  to  mention  to  you,  that  if  the  Congress  think  it 
merits  attention,  they  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  apply 
a  remedy  in  time. 

Having  thus  fully  laid  before  you  the  reasons  for  dis- 
satisfaction among  the  men,  1  will  now  mention  to  you 
a  circumstance  that  has  given  no  little  uneasiness  to  the 
oflicers  of  our  Battalion.  I  have  been  offered  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Major  to  the  Regiment  to  which  1  belong, 
and  also  of  one  other  to  the  Third  Battalion.  I  am  much 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  indignity  that  has  been  offered 
me  in  both  these  appointments,  and  fear  that  the  Congress 
have  imbibed  some  undeserved  prejudices  against  me.  By 
the  Crown  I  was  thought  qualified,  two  years  ago,  for  a 
majority,  since  which  I  have  made  it  an  object  of  some 
attention  to  fit  myself  for  that  station  ;  though  1  must  con- 
fess that  I  by  no  means  think  myself  equal  to  the  task,  and 
therefore  should  readily  have  acquiesced  in  the  nomination 
of  gentlemen  more  experienced  than  myself  But  when 
persons  that  have  bad  the  advantage  of  no  experience  are 
advanced  from  a  lieutenancy  over  the  head  of  a  Major,  it 
carries  either  the  highest  compliment  to  their  abilities,  or 
the  greatest  reflection  on  his.  To  the  first  I  am  so  far  from 
objecting,  that  I  rejoice  at  the  early  dawning  of  that  supe- 
riour  genius,  in  which  the  Congress  see  the  want  of  expe- 
rience so  amply  compensated,  and  the  idea  of  the  last  excites 
a  sensation  which  1  do  not  care  to  express.  I  will  only 
observe,  that  as  a  sense  of  duty,  and  a  regard  to  the  inte- 
rests of  this  country,  were  the  only  motives  that  induced 
me  to  enter  into  the  service,  so  the  same  princi|)les  will 
continue  me  in  it  till  the  Congress  can  with  conveniency 
supply  my  place,  when  1  shall  rejoice  in  my  dismissal.  la 
the  meanwhile,  as  I  know  mysell  sujieriour  to  little  piques, 
1  shall  take  care  that  they  do  not  discover  themselves  in 
my  conduct. 

1  remain,  with  all  imaginable  resjicct,  your  most  obedi- 
ent humble  servant,  Henry  B.  Livingston. 

N.  B.  Lieutenant  Paddock,  my  Second  Lieutenant,  has 
had  my  orders  to  be  with  me  a  fortnight  ago.  If  he  should 
not  come,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  John  Banks,  who  is 
now  with  ine  as  a  common  soldier,  in  his  room.  He  is  a 
man  well  qualified  for  a  captaincy,  and  lias  seen  a  great 
deal  of  service  last  war. 

CENEKAL   MONTGOMERY  TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Albany,  August  10,   1775. 

Sir:  The  first  division  of  the  York  Troops  are  arrived, 
but  without  powder ;  by  accident  it  is  in  my  power  to  fur- 
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nish  them.  I  beg  that  powder  may  be  sent  at  the  rate  of 
a  quarter  of  a  pound  per  man,  for  ilie  Troops  destined  for 
this  route.  As  it  is  very  improper  tiioy  should  march  to 
Ticomleroga  without  it,  I  have  been  obliired  to  supply  this 
division  from  a  small  reserve  I  had  made  for  Tnjon  County, 
out  of  that  which  lately  arrived  from  F/tiladelphla. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, RicHAKD  Montgomery. 


ALBANY  COMMITTEE  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Albany  Comniitteo  Chamber,  Au^'u.st  10,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  We  find  ourselves  once  more  obliged  to 
trouble  you  with  respect  to  the  soldiers  who  were  taken 
prisoners  at  St.  John's,  who  have  been  furnished  with  pro- 
visions by  Elisha  Phelps,  Esq.,  Commissary,  appointed  by 
the  Governour  of  Connecticut,  till  a  few  days  ago,  when 
Rlr.  Phelps  went  into  Connecticut  upon  business,  and  left 
no  order  with  his  Deputy  to  supply  them,  who  being  un- 
willing to  supply  them  without  orders  from  our  Board, 
spoke  to  the  Chairman,  who  told  him  he  thought,  as  the 
Army  was  now  properly  organized,  it  was  their  business  to 
give  orders  concerning  prisoners,  and  referred  him  to  Gen. 
Montgomery,  who,  as  the  said  Deputy  informed  us,  found 
much  fault  with  their  insolence,  and  thought  it  improper  that 
they  should  be  suffered  to  remain  in  this  Town,  as  being  a 
frontier  place,  where  they  might  do  disservice  to  the  publick 
cause,  and  therefore  declined  doing  any  thing  in  the  affair. 
Upon  which  Mr.  Phelps's  Deputy  made  application  to  us 
again,  advising  us  at  the  same  time,  that  the  soldiers  were 
so  insolent  as  to  threaten  to  take  provisions  by  force  if  he 
refused  to  supply  them.  We  have  come  to  the  resolution 
to  supply  them  as  formerly,  till  we  have  your  further  instruc- 
tions in  the  premises. 

\Ve  are.  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servants.  By  order 
of  the  Committee : 

Abraham  Yates,  Jln.,  Chairman. 
To  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  oi ]^ew-Yvrk. 


R.  McDonald  to  albany  committee. 

Albany,  August  10,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  heartily  sorry  that  I  have  to  trouble 
you ;  these  few  lines  will  inlbrm  you  of  our  situation  at 
present.  We  are  here  as  prisoners,  and  get  nothing  to  sup- 
port us.  We  think  it  a  very  hard  case.  We  applied  to 
the  Commissary's  Clerk,  who  told  us  that  he  had  nothing 
for  us.  We  have  fasted  for  some  days,  and  therefore  I 
hope  that  you  will  take  it  into  consideration  and  get  us 
some  supply.  If  so  be  that  you  will  not  look  into  it,  we 
must  get  it  where  we  can  come  athwart  it. 

Gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

R.  McDonald,  Sergeant  2(}lh  Regiment. 
The  Gentlemen  Committee. 


DR.  JOHN  WILLIAMS  TO  NEW-VOllK    CONHRESS. 

Albany,  August  10,  1775. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  in  order  to  devise  with  Colonel  J'ati 
Schaick  how  the  medicines  were  to  be  obtained  for  the  use 
of  his  Battalion,  and,  upon  inquiry,  I  found  Mr.  Stephen 
McCrey  was  appointed  Surgeon,  at  which  I  was  greatly 
surprised,  as  my  name  was  entered  in  the  arrangement  at 
the  Provincial  Congress  before  their  late  adjournment. 
Mr.  Sylvester  acquaints  me  that  all  the  Surgeons  were  to 
pass  an  examination,  which  I  would  very  readily  have 
undergone.  I  cannot  discover  whence  the  partiality  has 
arisen  in  regard  to  placing  one  in  my  room,  after  being 
already  appointed,  and  had  already  planned  my  business 
accordingly. 

As  to  my  abilities,  they  are  well  known  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  my  practice  is  very  extensive,  particularly  in 
surgery  ;  and  I  have  now  a  wounded  man  from  Tieondcroga 
under  my  care,  which  has  been  given  over  by  the  Surgeons 
there,  and  hope  in  a  few  days  I  shall  discharge  him  per- 
fectly sound. 

I  have  walked  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  in  London,  one 
year,  and  can  produce  ray  diploma,  certifying  the  same, 
which  I  look  upon  as  a  sufficient  recommendation  to  my 
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appointment,  exclusive  of  being  first  mate  in  a  man-of-war. 
I  would  have  come  down  to  York  were  it  not  for  a  crowd 
of  business  interrupting  me.  However,  if  it  is  required, 
I  will  immediately  repair  to  iVew-  York,  or  be  examined  by 
the  Surgeons  of  those  battalions  now,  or  to  be  at  Tieon- 
dcroga. Likewise  I  have  amputating  and  all  kinds  of 
instruments  fit  for  a  campaign. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  very  humble  servant, 
John  Williams. 

To  John  McKesson,  Esquire,  Secretary  in  Provincial  Con- 
gress, JSeic-  York. 


When  the  report  was  made  by  the  Committee  appointed 
for  the  arrangement  of  officers  in  the  Neiv-York  proportion 
of  Continental  Troops,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  I  saw 
John  K'illiams's  name  thereon  as  Surgeon  of  the  Albany 
Regiment.  While  the  report  was  under  consideration, 
some  person  was  proposed  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Il'illiams, 
which  I  objected  to  upon  this  principle,  that  Mr.  ftilliums 
was  one  of  that  Committee ;  that  it  ought  to  be  presumed 
that  the  gentlemen  who  composed  that  Committee  would 
not  offer  to  nominate  any  person  to  such  a  place  of  trust 
and  confidence,  unless  they  w^ere  satisfied  of  his  skill  and 
abilities  from  their  own  knowledge,  or  the  recommendation 
of  others;  anil  as  he  stood  on  the  list  of  nominations,  and 
was  then  absent,  it  would  not  be  civil  treatment  to  strike 
him  off  so  hastily.  It  was  then  mentioned  that  he  should 
not  stand  confirmed  as  Surgeon  without  a  previous  exami- 
nation ;  which  being  reasonable,  I  consented  and  approved 
of  it.  In  this  situation  that  matter  remained  when  the 
Congress  adjourned,  as  far  as  I  know  or  believe,  and  I  know 
of  no  other  a])pointment,  change,  or  alteration  of  Surgeon, 
till  I  am  now  informed  of  it.  P.  Silvester. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  10,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  favour  of  the  second  instant  is  duly  received, 
but  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  comply  with  the  request  it 
contains  of  forwarding  commissions.  All  those  I  have  }et 
received  from  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  are  far 
short  of  the  number  required  in  this  Army;  for  which 
reason,  when  at  New-York,  and  by  letter  from  this,  I  di- 
rected General  Schuyler  to  apply  to  the  Congress  at  Phila- 
delphia for  those  of  his  department,  as  the  shortest  and 
easiest  mode,  to  which  I  must  also  now  refer  you. 

We  have  had  no  occurrence  in  the  camp  for  several  days 
worthy  of  notice.*    But  by  some  advices  from  Boston,  and 

♦  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  an  Officer  in  the  Army  at  Boston  tu  /;,v 
friend  in  Londo.-v,  dated  August  12,  1775. 

I  shall  give  you  some  account  of  a  nioet  glorious  victory  obtained  by 
the  King's  Troops  over  the  Rebel  Army  on  the  seventh  instant.  On 
the  preceding  day  it  was  resolved  to  attack  the  enemy  on  Roxbury  Hill. 
Tlio  difficulty  of  the  attempt  was  easily  foreseen,  but,  if  successful, 
the  glory  obtained  would  be  immortal.  Agreeable  to  the  resolution, 
early  in  the  morning  General  Gage  detached  five  thousand  chosen  men 
under  the  command  of  General  Howe.  It  being  dark  when  we  bigan 
our  march,  and  tlie  carelessness  of  the  enemy's  advanced  guard  favour- 
ing our  design,  wo  were  close  at  the  enemy's  lines  before  they  had  the 
least  knowledge  of  our  motion.  The  consternation  that  ensued  upon 
the  discovery  is  not  easily  described,  nor  shall  I  attempt  it,  that  through 
the  bravery  of  our  officers,  and  the  intrepidity  of  our  soldiers,  we  forced 
the  enemy's  intrenchments  with  a  slaughter  dreadful  to  think  of.  The 
number  of  the  enemy  killed  is  not  exactly  known,  but  we  have  made 
twenty-five  hundred  prisoners;  amongst  whom  are  Genernl  Fnt nam. 
General  Lee,  and  several  other  officers  of  rank  in  the  Rebel  Army,  v.'ho, 
in  general,  behaved  with  great  resolution  during  the  engagement.  Our 
loss  is  very  considerable,  as  the  manner  in  whicli  we  attacked  them 
into  such  immediate  confusion  on  all  sides,  that  they  were  unable  to 
make  any  great  resistance.  Our  greatest  loss  is  by  the  deatli  of  a  few 
brave  officers,  who  fell  in  forcing  the  intrenchments.  Among  these  is 
Colonel  P/g-o(,  whose  conduct  has  gained  his  inunortal  honour.  Wo 
Iiave  about  one  hundr-i!  ;iin!  tifiv  men  liillr-!.  :ind  as  many  wounded. 
We  have  taken  a  con  i  i  '  ■  ■  !.(  i  i  ninnmition  and  military 
stores,  as  well  as  tlim  <    ,     .,  :  ,  •      i,i  the  camp. 

The  glory  which  thi  (.ii  n-  //'  i  -.  i':n,-joyne  have  acquired, 
will  be  recorded  to  tiie  iat.st  posi-niy  ;  nor  euuld  any  thing  be  more 
judicious  than  the  disposition  of  our  'I'roops,  which  was  so  well  con. 
trived  that  we  attacked  tlie  enemy  on  all  quarters  at  once  with  irrcsis. 
tible  fury. 

What  will  be  the  consequence  of  this  overthrow  is  not  yet  known  ; 
but  it  has  so  far  disabled  the  Rebels,  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  them 
to  take  the  field  again  for  some  time. 

I  am  sorry  my  time  will  not  permit  me  to  give  you  a  more  circuni. 
stantial  account,  at  present,  of  this  very  memorable  action,  but  I  will 
write  again  as  soon  as  things  are  a  little  settled.  At  present  the  con. 
fusion  is  very  great;  provisions  are  tolerable  plenty  but  dear.     Our 
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several  concurring  circumstances,  we  have  great  reason  to 
suspect  a  part,  or  liie  wiiole  of  ilie  Ministerial  Troops  are 
about  to  move.  ytw-York  is  the  place  generally  talked 
of  as  their  destination.  I  give  you  the  inielhgence  as  it 
came  to  me,  but  do  not  vouch  for  its  autlienticiiy. 

I  am,  with  the  n)ost  respectful  regards  to  yourself  and 
the  body  over  whom  you  preside,  ydur  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant.  Go.  \N  asi!in(.t<in. 

The  Honourable  Peter  U'//;  Bnnrh  Lh'iiiL'sUm.  Esquire, 

President  of  the  Provincial  Coniiie^s  at  .\tir-  1  uik. 


May  it  please  Yot;u  Exceli-f.ncy:  Whereas,  your  Ex- 
cellency was  pleased,  in  the  orders  of  yesterday,  to  signify^ 
your  Excellency's  will  and  pleasure  lo  have  llie  names  ol 
those  gentlemen  who  behaved  themselves  more  valiant, 
bold,  and  brave  than  coumion  in  the  late  engagement  on 
Bunker's  Hill,  in  Chnrhsiown  ;  and  as  there  are  vacancies 
in  the  several  Regiments,  that  your  Excellency  would  use 
your  enrleavoiu-  to  have  them  commissioned,  if  they  are 
not  commissioned,  or  promoted  if  they  are,  provided  their 
good  conduct  be  suliiciently  evidenced. 

We,  therefore,  beg  that  we,  whose  names  are  hereunto 
subscribed,  may  lay  before  your  P^xcellency  the  conduct 
and  undaunted  courage  of  JlUliam  Lee,  of  Colonel  licid's 
Reo-iment,  who  did  service  in  the  late  engagement  on  said 
Ihmlar',  Hill.  The  said  fniliam  Lee  not  only  fought 
well  himself,  but  nave  good  advice  to  the  men  to  place 
themselves  in  right  order,  and  to  stand  their  ground  well. 
The  said  Ji'illiam  Lee,  belonging  to  Captain  Spauldlug's 
([Company  in  Colonel  Reid's  Regiment,  is  the  first  Or- 
deily  Sergeant  of  Captain  Sjjaukling's  Company ;  and  as 

Minn  arc  in  liigli  spirits,  and   greatly  fliislinl   witli  llicir  unpar.ilkk'd 
victory.— LuHrfurt  Fuhlick  AJoertiser,  Sei,lcml„r  I'J,  I7i.). 
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there  is  a  vacancy  in  the  same  company  by  a  Lieutenant's 
death,  it  is  desired  for  the  Ensign  to  lake  bis  place,  and 
•Sergeant  Lee  to  take  the  Ensign's  or  Second  Lieutenant's. 
This  is  de=ired  by  the  subscribers  if  your  Excellency  sees 
fit  to  grant  it. 

Levi  Spali.ding,  Captain, 

Thos.  [iovf  e, Eiisignof  Capt.  Sj)auIdi7ig'sCom'nt/. 

William  Roby,  Ensig  n  of  (Japt.  Walker's  Company. 

Wm.  Campbell,  James  Campbell,  Timolhv  .Mclntirc, 

Samui  1  Currier,  Isaac  Peabody,  Epliraiia  Howe, 

Sam'l  llulchinson,  James  Pcinberlon,  Kiehard  Goonian, 

John  Osjrood,  Isaac  Carkin,  Richard  Hughes. 

Ifrnjanun  Dike,  James  Phillips,  Jacob  DuUon, 

Robert  tilover,  William  Tuck,  Nath.  Batchelder. 

Joshua  Chase,  William  Sterret,  Samuel  Sides, 

John  W  alker,  William   Brown,  Isaac  Cowen, 

Sim.on  Finch,  .Samuel  Lowell,  Isaac  Starns, 

Ripli.rl  Wilkins,  Joseph  Elinwood,  Benjamin  Starns, 

Samuel  Leeinan,  John  Row,  Ephraim  Smilli, 

Thomas  Hardy,  Andrew  Baylcy,  Ephraim  Ualf. 

John  Johnson,  Ezra  iJulton, 

Watertown,  .\ugiist  10,  1775. 

Mention  has  been  made  in  the  NeiL--London  papers  of 
the  gallant  and  intrepid  behaviour  of  Captain  Knoivlton, 
Captain  Coit,  and  Ijieutenants  Dana  and  Hide,  in  the  late 
engagement  at  Bunker's  Hill.  I  think  it  highly  reason- 
able, that  the  names  of  all  those  officers,  who  by  real  and 
solid  merit  distinguished  themselves  in  that  action,  should 
be  recorded  with  honour,  and  had  in  everlasting  remem- 
brance by  their  countrymen  ;  this  is  a  tribute  which  a  pi'o- 
per  regard  to  merit,  the  dictates  of  justice  and  self-preser- 
vation, seem  to  require.  1  shall  therefore  proceed  lo  mention 
a  few  persons  (whose  names  I  have  obtained)  that  signal- 
ized themselves  on  this  occasion,  and  whose  conduct  in  the 
battle  aforesaid  has  not  been  publickly  noticed,  hoping 
some  friend  to  his  Country  will  do  justice  to  all  as  soon 
as  thev  are  known.  In  this  list  of  heroes  it  is  needless  to 
expatiate  on  the  character  and  bravery  of  Major-General 
Butiiam,  whose  capacity  to  form  and  execute  great  designs 
is  known  through  Kiirope,  and  whose  undaunted  courage 
and  martial  abilities  strike  terrour  through  all  the  hosts  of 
Midianitcs,  and  have  raised  him  to  an  incredible  height  in 
the  esteem  and  friendship  of  his  American  brethren  ;  it  is 
sufficient  to  say,  that  he  seems  lo  be  insi)ired  by  God  Al- 
mighty with  a  military  genius,  and  formed  to  work  wonders 
in  the  sight  of  those  uncircumeised  Bliilistincs  at  Boston 
and  Bunker's  Hill,  who  attempt  lo  ravage  this  Country, 
and  defv  the  armies  of  the  living  God.  ilajor  Jo/irt  Ches- 
Itr,  of  H'eathcrsjicld,  now  Captain  of  a  company  in  Gen. 
Spencer's  Reiiinient,  and  Lieutenant  Samuel  JVebb,  who 
inarched  up  to  the  lines  with  their  men,  and  re-enforced 
the  Troops,  by  their  undaunted  behaviour,  timely  and  vigo- 
rous assistance,  it  is  universally  agreed,  are  justly  entitled 
to  the  oraieful  acknowledgments  of  their  Country.  Capt. 
John  Kyes,  of  Ashford,  who  is  First  Lieutenant  in  Capt. 
Knoivlton' s  Company,  and  was  on  the  left  wing  v\ith  him 
during  the  action,  fought  with  spirit  and  invincible  resolu- 
tion ;  for  the  truth  of  this  fact,  1  appeal  to  Capt.'A7(o(r/fo/i 
himself,  w^io  was  on  the  same  wing  and  an  eye  witness  to 
Ills  martial  spirit,  animating  and  heroick  behaviour.  Licn- 
li'iiaiit  Thomas  Grosvenor,o( FomJ'ret,  also  merits  a  tribute 
(if  thanks  for  his  valiant  conduct  in  charging  the  enemy 
closely,  and  maintaining  his  ground  like  a  hero,  till  disabled 
for  action  and  forced  to  retire  by  reason  of  a  wound  received 
in  one  of  his  hands.  Nor  can  I,  without  manifest  injustice, 
pass  over  in  silence  the  spirited  and  heroick  actions  oi'  Lieu- 
tenant Bingham,  of  Noncich,  and  Ensign  Bill,  of  Leba- 
nnn.  who  gave  full  proof  of  their  courage  and  martial  fire 
on  that  important  day.  These,  with  many  other  officers, 
perhaps,  whose  names  are  not  yet  publickly  known,  to- 
oeiher  with  the  soldiery  under  their  command,  beyond  all 
(luestion  acquitted  themselves  with  honour,  and  fouL'ht 
manfully  for  their  Country  and  the  Cities  of  God. 

\   FlUENl)  TO  TnUTll. 


:tts  assembly. 

■olony  of  the  Massacliusetts-B  ly,  ) 


It  is  said  they  killed  the  command 
don,  October  7,  1775. 


;    "  '  "■  Watertown,  August  10,  1775.     ^ 

1  ,11,  ,:i  infill  ,!i";  oiii  i.i-s  IS  The  Connnittee  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly,  appointed 
They  have  destroyed  , a  second  lime;  ,n  (yj^g  \,-^^q  consideration  a  letter  from  his  Excellency 
ing  otUc.TThere  in  '"ou'l  blood.-i'»H!  General  IVashingtun,  with  one  enclosed  fiom  Gen.  Greene, 
representing  that  one  Captain  Thomas  Cuicden,  of  Fitch- 
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burgh,  liatli  been  soliciting  an  office  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  Colonies  raised  for  the  defence  o(  American  liberty, 
and  that  he  hath  invariably  0|)|)osed  every  measure  pur- 
sued for  the  restoration  of  our  violated  privileges  ;  especially 
when  the  veins  of  our  heroick  countrymen  were  inhumanly 
opened  at  Lexington  and  Concord,  he  exerted  himself  in 
preventing  liiat  succour  and  relief  which  justice  immediate- 
ly called  for ;  having  taken  said  letters,  and  the  evidences 
exhibited  against  him  into  consideration,  and  given  the  said 
Coivden  a  fair  hearing  in  defence,  do  find  it  clearly  proved, 
that  the  said  Coivden  hath  heretofore  been  a  constant 
opposer  of  the  publick  measures  taken  for  the  security  of 
our  violated  rights,  so  far  as  he  conveniently  could,  whereby 
ho  hath  forfeited  the  affection  and  contidence  of  his  Town, 
and  they  have  justly  considered  him  as  inimical  to  his 
Country.  And  notwithstanding  he  professes  a  full  convic- 
tion of  his  past  errours  and  misconduct,  the  most  sincere 
contrition  for  the  same,  a  hearty  friendship  for  his  Country, 
willingness  to  risk  life  and  fortune  in  its  defence,  humbly 
implores  forgiveness  of  the  General  Assembly  and  his 
Country,  and  in  the  most  solemn  manner  promises  amend- 
ment and  reformation,  the  sincerity  of  which  hath  of  late 
in  some  measure  been  evidenced  by  an  apparent  friendly 
exertion  with  his  countrymen,  and  a  kind  entertainment  of 
the  soldiery,  and  especially  by  discovering  a  great  abhor- 
rence of  and  indignation  against  that  grand  deceiver  and  be- 
trayer of  his  Country,  whose  name  and  letters  are  equally 
execrated  by  all  good  men ;  yet  the  absolute  necessity  of 
taking  the  most  effectual  care  that  the  Army  bo  supplied 
with  no  officer  but  of  known  integrity  and  well  approved 
friendship  for  the  liberties  of  this  Country,  as  well  as  of 
martial  abilities  and  good  courage,  induce  us  to  forbear 
recommending  him  as  a  person  at  present  (it  to  be  entrusted 
with  a  commission  in  the  service. 

Nevertheless,  we  humbly  apprehend  the  voluntary  con- 
fession by  himself  made,  subscribed,  and  herewith  exhibited, 
his  solemn  engagements  to  behave  well  for  the  future,  and 
his  late  kindness  to  the  soldiery,  being  some  evidence  of  a 
reformation,  render  it  safe  and  proper  that  he  should  be 
released  from  his  present  confinement,  and  allowed  to  re- 
turn to  his  family  and  estate  in  peace,  and  that  he  ought, 
and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  forgiveness  and  protec- 
tion of  his  countrymen.  And  that  a  copy  of  this  Report 
be  given  to  said  Cowden  for  his  own  security  against  the 
further  resentment  of  the  publick  for  his  past  offences,  and 
that  he  have  leave  to  publish  the  same,  with  his  confession, 
if  he  sees  fit,  and  that  a  copy  thereof  be  sent  to  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Wasldngton  in  answer  to  his  letter. 

CONFESSION  OF  THOMAS  COWDEN. 

Watcrtown,  August  8,  1775. 

\\hevea.s,] ,  Thomas  Coivden ,  o( Fitchburgh,  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  IVorcester,  have  been  by  many  good  people  of  this 
Province  accused  of  being  inimical  to  my  Country,  for  the 
removal  of  which  accusation  1  do  now  acknowledge  that  in 
some  things  I  have  acted  very  imprudently;  as, 

First :  By  allowing  hands  under  me  to  work  on  the 
Publick  Fast  recommended  by  the  Association  of  Boston 
Ministers. 

Secondly:  By  speaking  diminutively  of  the  County 
Congress  at  Worcester,  in  which  they  recommended  to  the 
people  not  to  take  Hicks  and  jMil/s's  paper. 

Thirdly  :  By  endeavouring  to  hinder  two  )iersons  who 
were  at  work  at  a  frame  for  me,  to  go  down  when  the  pub- 
lick alarm  was  at  Lexington. 

Fourthly  :  By  not  sufficiently  encouraging  pco|ile  to  sign 
the  Covenant. 

Fifthly  :  By  being  too  backward  in  Town  alTairs  witli 
rejard  to  the  liberties  of  the  Country. 

For  all  which  I  am  truly  sorry,  beg  the  forgiveness  of 
the  honourable  Board  and  House  of  Representatives,  and 
all  the  good  people  of  this  Country,  who  have  been 
aggrieved  or  offended  thereby;  yet  in  justice  to  myself  1 
must  say,  that  in  these  things  I  erred  through  judgment,  not 
will,  and  am  now  ready  to  convince  the  world  of  this 
solemn  declaration,  not  only  by  word  and  interest,  but 
even  by  exjiosing  my  life  itself  if  my  Country  calls  me 
thereto.  Thomas  Cowden. 

A  true  copy.     Attest : 

Perez  Morton,  Secretary  jiro  (em. 


COL.  JEDEDIAH   HUNTINGTON  TO  OOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 
Camp  at  Roxbury,  August  10,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir  :  I  received  your  favour  per  post  yester- 
day ;  am  much  obliged  for  the  commissions  and  the  intelli- 
gence respecting  the  inen-of-war,  k.c.,  off  JSeiv-London.  1 
hope  the  worst  coiisecjuence  of  their  appearance  will  be 
the  loss  of  ammunition  that  will  be  dealt  out  upon  the 
occasion.  There  has  been  an  affray  between  the  man-of- 
war  at  Cape-Ann  and  the  inhabitants;  the  former  had 
taken  a  vessel  from  sea,  which  the  latter  retook  and  se- 
cured the  cargo  and  vessel ;  afterwards  two  more  in  like 
circumstances,  and  gave  the  man-of-war  so  good  a  beating 
as  to  induce  her  to  leave  the  port,  but  not  without  destroy- 
ing and  damaging  a  few  houses. 

1  hope  my  brother  will  be  successful  in  procuring  the 
flour  he  is  gone  to  purchase.  Tiie  Connecticut  Troops, 
whose  provisions  are  thrown  into  common  stock,  do  not 
like  it  very  well  that  they  are  to  help  to  eat  up  a 
large  quantity  of  rye  purchased  for  this  Province.  The 
new  regulations  in  this  camp  in  many  things  give  uneasi- 
ness ;  but  1  hope  and  believe  that  when  the  Commissary- 
General  has  got  his  channels  open,  supplies  will  flow 
regularly  and  in  plenty ;  at  present  they  liave  not  that 
provision  which  the  Colony  stands  engaged  for.  All  my 
companies  are  in  except  Tylers,  Rowley's,  and  Lyons, 
part  in  tents,  others  in  houses  for  want  of  tents.  This  day 
a  return  is  to  be  made  to  head-quarters  of  all  our  covering, 
upon  which  I  expect  better  provision  will  be  inade  in  that 
article.  Our  dangers  are  increasing;  it  behooves  our  land, 
and  the  Army  in  special,  to  have  their  eyes  upon  God,  and 
trust  in  him.    I  desire  your  prayers  that  I  may  be  faithful. 

My  love  to  mother,  son,  &ic. ;  and  am  your  dutiful  and 
affectionate  son,  Jed.  Huntington. 

To  Governour  Trumbull. 


New-Loudon,  August  11.  1775. 
We  hear  from  IVcstmoreland,  in  the  western  part  of  this 
Colony,  that  last  Tuesday  se'nnight  about  fifty  Indians 
of  the  Six  JSations  came  to  that  place,  and  encamped  at  a 
small  distance  from  the  settlement ;  the  next  day  they  came 
in  and  delivered  a  message,  which  was  to  this  purpose : 
"  That  they  were  sorry  to  hear  of  tlie  difference  which 
subsisted  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies ;  that 
they  should  not  take  up  the  hatchet  on  either  side  ;  that 
they  meant  to  be  at  peace  with  the  English  as  long  as  the 
stream  ran  down  the  Sus<jvehannah  River ;  that  should 
differences  in  future  arise  between  us  and  them,  they  would 
try  every  gentle  and  healing  measure  to  obtain  redress  of 
the  grievances  ;  that  as  Colonel  Guy  Johnson  had  left  his 
habitation,  and  they  were  destitute  of  a  Superintendent, 
they  desire  Colonel  Bvilcr  to  take  upon  him  that  trust; 
and  that  the  place  for  holding  their  future  Congresses 
might  be  Jl'estinorcland." 


captain  bhoobie  to  new-vork  congress. 

King's  Bridge,  August  11,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Some  time  past,  while  I  was  gone  to  our 
Provincial  camp  near  Boston,  an  unhappy  difference  hap- 
pened on  a  field  day,  between  the  Fusiliers  now  com- 
manded by  Henry  G.  Livingston,  Esq.,  and  my  company . 
As  such  disputes  might  greatly  injure  the  cause  in  which 
we  are  all  engaged,  and  to  prevent  the  like  for  the  future. 
I  last  night  withdrew  my  company  from  Colonel  Lasher's 
Battalion.  I  am  now  on  a  journey  lo  New-England ; 
when  I  return  1  shall  with  pleasure  join  any  other  battalion, 
and  act  in  any  station  you  may  please  to  assign  me,  in 
which  1  can  best  serve  my  Country.  I  take  the  liberty  to 
give  you  this  early  information  of  the  part  I  have  acted,  and 
what  were  my  motives,  lest  any  unfavourable  impressions 
might  be  made  upon  your  minds  respecting  my  conduct. 

i  am,  with  great  respect,  Gentlemen,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Samuel  Broome. 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  Netv-York. 


general  SCHLYLER  to  ALBANY  COMMITTEE. 

Ticonderoga,  August  11,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :   A  party  of  our  men  fell  in  with  Mr.  While . 
Sheriff  of  Tryon  County,  accompanied  with  three  white 
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men  and  as  many  Indians  at  Mr.  GiUiland's ;  they  were 
secured  ant)  brought  up  here. 

The  Indians  I  have  set  at  liberty,  but  lest  any  insult 
should  be  oftered  them,  I  have  oidfied  an  ofGcer  and  a 
small  party  to  attend  them  to  Albany;  and  to  convince 
them  that  no  evil  was  intended  them,  I  have  desired  them 
to  call  on  you,  and  tliut  \  ou  should  make  them  a  present, 
which  I  beg  you  to  do,  and  call  on  31  r.  Licingslon  for  the 
money  to  pay  it. 

The  sentiments  thrown  out  by  .Mr.  Jf'/iitc  and  the  other 
white  men,  are  of  so  dangerous  a  nature  that  it  may  possi- 
bly be  imprudent  even  to  let  Clement  and  Banc  return  to 
ihc  Mohawk't:  country;  but  of  this  you  are  the  most  pro- 
jjcr  judges,  as  you  can  determine  with  more  precision  than 
1  wiiat  the  effects  would  be  with  the  Muhawlcs  if  they 
should  be  detained,  and  you  will  act  accordingly. 

H'liite  and  the  other  man  I  wish  to  have  sent  down 
under  a  guard  to  the  Provincial  Congress  at  jVeif-lorAr, 
and  I  beg  that  you  will  please  to  forward  them. 

I  enclose  you  copies  of  two  letters  from  Sir  John  John- 
son; as  also  the  examination  of  some  of  the  party  who 
look  fVhitc  ami  his  part)-. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant,  Pii.  SiiiuvLEit. 

To  ilie  (.'ommiltec  o{  Albany. 


shall  judge  expedient ;  if  what  is  expected  do  arrive  in  the 
mean  time,  shall  have  no  occasion  to  use  your  allowance. 

1  am,  most  respectfully.  Sir,  \  our   most  obedient  very 
humble  servant,  Jonathan  Tklmbull. 

His  Excellency  General  JVashini^ion. 


GOVr.RNOUR  COOKE  TO  l^F.NEllAI-  WASlII.VnTON. 

I'lovidenco,  Aiii;ust  11,  1775. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  to  you,  Mr.  Ward,  one  of  the  dele- 
gates, bath  returned  from  Congress.  He  informs  me  that 
some  of  the  Bermudians  had  been  at  Philadelphia  soWchiw^ 
for  liberty  to  import  jirovisious  for  the  use  of  the  island. 
They  gave  information  of  the  powder  mentioned  in  your  let- 
ter to  me,  and  were  of  opinion  it  might  easily  be  obtained. 
They  were  told  by  the  delegates  that  every  vessel  they 
should  send  to  the  northward  with  powder,  should  be  per- 
mitted to  carry  provisions  to  the  island.  Whether  their 
situation  will  not  probably  prevent  them  from  bringing  the 
powder,  I  submit  to  your  Excellency, 

31r.  Porter  and  'Sir.  Harris  are  both  hero.  To  Mr. 
Porter,  who  can  fully  inform  you  in  the  mailer,  1  refer 
you. 

1  have  forwarded  about  thirteen  hundred  pounds  of  lead, 
which  is  all  that  can  be  procured  at  |)resent,  that  article 
being  extremely  scarce  among  us.  In  my  last  to  you  I 
mentioned  that  I  thought  it  might  be  brought  from  Ticon- 
derogu  with  more  ease  than  it  can  be  procured  in  any 
other  way,  and  am  still  of  the  satne  opinion. 

1  have  given  orders  lo  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  pur- 
chase all  the  tow-cloth  that  is  to  be  bought  in  the  Govern- 
ment, but  am  afraid  the  (juantity  will  be  small,  the  scarcity 
of  coarse  linens  in  the  Colony  having  occasioned  a  great 
use  of  that  article  in  families. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  IVicn.  Cooke. 

General  Washimrton. 


flOVERNOLR  TUU.MBUl.L  TO   GKNERAI,   WAS  II  INfiTON. 

Lebanon,  Aii);iist  11,  1775. 

Sir:  Vestirday  twelve  o'clock  received  your  letter  by 
Major  Johnson  :  immediately  gave  the  necessary  directions. 
Some  companies  I  ordered  to  Aciv-Ijondon,  others  to  New- 
Haven;  Colonel  IVebb,  with  the  companies  that  way,  if 
not  marched,  to  lake  his  station  at  Grecnirich.  Same  day 
at  eleven  o'clock,  received  a  letter  from  Urigadier-Gcneral 
IVoosler,  dated  the  ninth,  at  the  Oyster-Ponds  on  Long- 
Island ;  he  had  with  him  four  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
besides  militia,  designing  to  preserve  the  stock  at  that 
jilace.  Tne  ships  were  then  plundering  Gardiner's  Island ; 
the  people  on  the  island  had  left  it.  He  a]i|)lied  to  me 
for  three  hundred  pounds  of  powder ;  before  1  had  made 
my  answer  and  order  for  the  powder,  (which  I  gave  not- 
withstanding our  exhausted  condition,)  on  receipt  of  your's 
inserted  an  extract  from  it  for  his  observation. 

I  am  informed  a  quantity  of  powder  for  the  cam])  is  to 
be  at  Hartford  this  evening,  and  more  to  follow  soon. 
We  have  none  lately  arrived,  which  is  daily  expected.  I 
request  your  direction  that  of  the  next  quantity  that  comes 
to  Hartford,  there  may  be  lodged  there  so  much  as  you 


Xew.York,  .-VufTiist  IG,  1775. 

The  following  is  the  best  account  we  are  able  to  collect 
of  the  late  expedition  of  the  piratical  Regular  traitors  to 
the  English  Constitution  and  the  British  Colonies,  in  plun- 
dering Fisher's,  Gardiner's,  Plumb,  and  Block  Islands,  of 
Stock,  Provisions,  iiic. 

The  design  of  the  Resiulars  to  jilumler  these  islands 
having  been  communicated  to  the  inhabitants  and  proprie- 
lois  by  the  Cmmress  of  ^ew-York,  and  other  intelligences, 
as  early  as  Tuesday,  the  eighth  instant,  there  was  time  to 
have  taken  off"  all  the  siock,  and  some  was  actually  taken 
oii";  but  some  ditf'erences  having  arisen  between  the  propri- 
etors and  the  Committees,  concerning  the  expense  of  the 
business,  before  any  thing  could  be  determined  the  ships 
of  the  enemy  appeared  in  sight.  Despatches  were  innne- 
diately  sent  to  alarm  and  assemble  the  people  on  the  Con- 
necticut and  Long-Island  shores,  wdio,  notwithstanding  the 
utmost  haste  they  could  then  make,  were  too  late  to  pre- 
vent the  execution  of  the  felonious  design  of  the  enemy; 
who,  on  Friday,  the  eleventh  instant,  approached  Gar- 
diner's Island,  with  the  following  vessels  and  forces,  viz  : 
seven  transport  ships,  two  brigs,  two  men-ol-war,  one 
snow  of  ten  guns,  one  armed  schooner  of  seventeen  men, 
and  two  hundred  Regulars,  as  reported  by  the  sailors, 
landed  on  the  island,  and,  assisted  by  ten  villanous  Tories 
from  Southold,  &c.,  took  off  the  following  stock,  tec: 

By  the  account  of  Benjamin  Miller,  the  overseer,  one 
thousand  sheep,  thirty  hogs,  thirteen  geese,  three  calves, 
one  thousand  ])ounds  of  cheese,  and  seven  tons  of  hay, 
were  taken  off,  and  much  damage  done  to  gardens,  fences, 
fowls,  kc.  When  they  went  away,  they  left  on  the  table 
half  a  guinea  and  a  pistareen. 

The  following  letter  was  left  by  the  commanding  officer, 
and  gives  reason  to  suspect  that  ihe  expedition  (as  to  Gar- 
diner's Island)  was  preconcerted  with  the  proprietor  or 
manager.     The  following  is  an  exact  copy,  viz: 

"Sir:  As  we  have  got  loaded  all  the  vessels,  I  can't 
come  to  your  house,  according  to  promise.  I  send  you 
account  of  what  1  have  got  off  your  island,  viz:  sheep, 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-three ,  fat  cattle,  fifty-nine ; 
cows,  three;  cah'es,  three — one  of  the  calves  got  away; 
the  cheese  I  will  take  account  of.  Send  me  some  ]iigs, 
fowls,  potatoes,  and  ducks,  and  some  bread;  and  when 
you  come  to  Boston  I  will  secure  your  interest  to  you,  if 
in  my  power.  I  am  very  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  ])ower  to 
come  to  your  house ;  but  so  good  a  wind  we  can't  stay. 
The  hay  you  must  send  an  account  of  by  Captain  Law- 
rcnrc.     Sir,  I  am  )ours,  Ahijah  Wii.la.nt. 

"Alienist  11,  1775,  IJ  o'clock  at  nijjlit." 

Besides  the  before-mentioned  stock  fiom  Gardinir's 
Island,  we  are  inform<'<|  that  the  same  crew  of  freebooicrs 
took  from  Fisher's  Island  tweniy-six  fat  cattle,  and  about 
one  thousand  sheep ;  also  from  Plumb-Island,  fourteen  fat 
cattle.  At  this  last  island  they  had  only  one  prize  wood- 
boat  and  a  transport  brig.  On  their  arrival  and  landing  on 
one  side  of  the  island,  they  were  fired  upon  by  about  one 
hundred  of  Colonel  Wooster's  Provincials,  who  had  landed 
on  the  other  side.  But  it  being  represented  to  the  com- 
manding ollicer,  that  the  island  was  nearly  surrounded  by  a 
number  of  the  enemy's  armed  vessels,  who  would  be  likely 
to  cut  off  their  retreat,  they  fired  but  one  volley,  which  did 
not  appear  lo  have  done  any  execution,  and  then  retired  to 
the  main  land,  when  the  fourteen  cattle  were  taken  off. 

After  these  exploits,  three  more  transports  appearing 
in  sight,  on  Tuesday  morning  the  Rose  and  Swan,  sloops- 
of-war,  sailed  to  meet  them,  in  order  to  make  a  descent 
upon  and  plunder  Block-Island;  the  success  of  which 
attempt  we  have  not  yet  heard. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  good  judges,  that  only  two  hundred  Pro- 
vincial Soldiers,  well  posted  on  either  of  these  islands,  would 
have  repelled  the  attack  made  upon  it  by  the  Regulars. 

\Ve  have  atU  ice  from  Huntingdon,  on  Long-Island,  that 
on  iVcdncsday  morning,  the  niiith,  forty  volunteers  from 
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that  place,  and  many  from  the  parts  adjacent,  went  off  to 
join  Geneial  fVoosler's  forces,  but  that  on  tlie  way  being 
informed  by  false  intelligence  that  they  were  too  late,  for 
that  the  enemy  had  done  their  business  and  were  gone, 
Uicy  returned  back,  and  on  their  way  disarmed  a  number 
of  Tories  at  Southold,  and  lodged  one  of  the  most  obnox- 
ious (the  licv.  Mr.  Lyon)  under  guard  in  General  floos- 
ttr's  camp. 

The  number  of  men  who  appeared  to  oppose  these  de- 
predations of  the  Regulars,  is  supposed  to  exceed  a  thou- 
sand, with  whale-boals  ready  to  have  carried  them  to  the 
scene  of  action  ;  but  being  deceived  by  false  intelligence, 
they  turned  back,  and  only  one  company  of  about  forty  went 
to  Gardlittis  Island,  whore  they  airived  in  time  to  see  the 
enemy  under  sail,  and  in  a  few  hours  after  their  departure. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  Stock 
feloniously  plundered  by  the  ]Men-of-War  and  Transports 
from  Gardiner's  Island,  v\z:  8  Oxen,  £1.30;  25  Steers, 
three  years  old,  £-250;  25  Heifers,  two  years  old,  £137 
10s.;  5  Cows,  £48;  4  Calves,  £8;  13  larsre  Hogs,  £39; 
7  whey  Hogs,  £17  10s.;  16  Shoats,  £l-2  ]6s. ;  28  Geese, 
£2  I6s. ;  4  Ducks,  6s. ;  1 166  Sheep,  £583  ;  90  Cheeses, 
£72;  Damage,  &ic.,  £34  Ms.  6f/.— Total,  £1335  12s. 
6'/.  By  half  a  Guinea,  18s.  6d.  ;  Pistareen,  Is.  Id. — 
£1  Os.  i(/.     Balance  due,  £1331  12s.  5d. 


MEETING   OF  COMMITTEES  AT   SAG-H AIIEOUR,  NEW-YORK. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Towns  of  Suiilh- 
hnmpton  and  Easthanqnon,  and  Shdicr-Islnnd,  and  con- 
vened at  Sug-Uarbuur,  in  Suffolk  County,  the  Mih  day 
of  August,  1775: 

Whereas,  several  imputations  have  been  industriously 
pro])agated  and  spread  abroad  concerning  Colonel  Abra- 
ham Gardiner,  Thomas  ll'ickham,  and  David  Malford, 
Es(juire,  Executors  to  the  Estate  of  David  Gardiner, 
Es(iuire,  deceased,  of  being  concerned  in  assisting  the 
Troops  under  General  Gage  in  getting  the  Cattle,  Sheep, 
iic,  from  Gardiner's  Island,  either  by  previous  contract 
or  by  designedly  persuading  the  people  there  was  no  dan- 
ger, when  they  supposed  they  really  knew  their  design  ; 
we,  the  said  Committee,  having  examined  evidences  under 
oath,  and  considered  every  circumstance  relative  to  said 
affair,  do  unanimously  conclude,  that  the  said  Colonel 
Abraham  Gardiner,  and  the  other  Executors,  are  entiiely 
clear  from  all  sucli  imputations,  and  that  all  such  reflections 
were  altogether  groundless.  Signed  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee: Burnet  IMillek,  Chairman. 


service,  who  is  prisoner  of  war,  is  better  used  and  has  more 
liberty  than  1  have. 

I  am,  icc.  Angus  McDonald. 

-P.  S.  And  even  should  it  be  my  intention  still  to  leave 
the  King,  I  scorn  to  run  away  from  my  liberty  till  such 
time  as  I  am  properly  relieved  and  exchanged,  if  I  must 
make  my  application  that  way. 
To  any  of  the  publick  Printers  in  New-York. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  A  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  GENERAL 
COURT  OF  THE   MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

Camp  at,  Cambridge,  August  11,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  considered  the  papers  you  left  with 
me  yestei'day.  As  to  the  expedition  proposed  against 
Nova-Scolia  by  the  iidiabitants  o(  Machias,  I  cannot  but 
applaud  their  spirit  and  zeal,  but  after  considering  the  rea- 
sons offered  for  it,  several  objections  occur,  which  seem  to 
me  unanswerable.  1  apprehend  such  an  enterjirise  to  be 
inconsistent  with  the  general  principle  upon  which  the 
Colonies  have  proceeded.  That  Province  has  not  acced- 
ed, it  is  true,  to  the  measures  of  Congress,  and  therefore  it 
has  been  excluded  from  all  commercial  intercourse  witii 
the  other  Colonies;  but  it  has  not  commenced  hostilities 
against  them,  nor  are  any  to  be  apprehended.  To  attack 
it,  therefore,  is  a  measure  of  coiujuest,  rather  than  defence, 
and  may  be  attended  with  very  dangerous  conse(juences. 
It  might,  perhaps,  be  easy,  with  the  Ibrce  proposed,  to 
make  an  incursion  into  the  Province,  and  overawe  those 
of  the  inhabitants  who  are  inimical  to  our  cause,  and,  for  a 
short  time,  prevent  their  supplying  the  enemy  witii  provi- 
sions ;  hut  to  produce  any  lasting  effects,  the  same  force 
must  continue. 

As  to  the  furnishing  vessels  of  force,  you,  gentlemen, 
will  anticipate  me  in  pointing  out  our  weakness,  and  the 
enemy's  strength  at  sea.  There  would  be  great  danger 
that,  with  the  best  preparations  we  could  make,  they  woidd 
fall  an  easy  prey,  either  to  the  men-of-war  on  that  station, 
or  to  some  which  would  be  detached  h'om  Boston.  I  have 
been  thus  |3aiticular,  to  satisfy  any  gentlemen  of  the  Court 
who  should  incline  to  adopt  the  measure.  I  could  offer 
many  other  reasons  against  it,  some  of  which,  I  doubt  not, 
will  suggest  themselves  to  the  honourable  Board.  But  it 
is  unnecessary  to  enumerate  them,  when  our  situation,  as 
to  ammunition,  absolutely  forbids  our  sending  a  single  ounce 
of  it  out  of  the  camp  at  present. 

1  am.  Gentlemen,  k.c.  Go.  Washington. 


ANGUS   McDONALl)  TO  ANY  OF  THE  PUBLICK   PRINTERS   IN 
NEW-YORK. 

Fairfield  Jail,  August  II,  1775. 

Sir:  You  will  please  to  insert  the  under-mentioned 
advertisement  in  your  next  Thursdai/'s  paper,  and  the 
bearer  will  pay  the  charges;  and  in  so  doing  you  will  much 
oblige  your  most  humble  servant, 

Angus  McDonald. 

This  is  to  acquaint  the  publick  in  general,  and  particu- 
larly the  Congress  and  Committee  oi'  New- York,  of  the 
usa^re  the  subscriber,  who  is  a  close  prisoner  in  the  above- 
mentioned  jail,  met  with,  contrary  to  the  promise  to  him 
when  sent  there,  with  all  other  bad  usage.  On  Tuesday,  the 
8th  August,  1775,  when  a  company  of  the  riflemen  march- 
ed into  Town,  five  or  six  of  them  thought  proper  to  try  to 
take  my  life;  first  beginning  with  throwing  sticks,  stones, 
and  bricks  at  me,  then  drawing  bayonets.  When  they 
could  not  get  at  me  with  those  instruments,  one  of  them 
went  with  his  gun,  and  putting  it  through  the  window  at 
me,  I  not  thinking  that  the  villain  intended  to  take  my  life, 
laid  hold  on  the  muzzle  of  the  gun  to  take  it  in,  he  imme- 
diately fired  at  me,  when  the  ball  took  part  of  my  hair  off 
one  side  of  my  head,  and  lodged  in  the  chimney,  right  be- 
hind me,  nor  any  satisfaction  did  1  get.  So  I'll  leave  that 
usage  to  the  world  to  judge  whether  right  or  wrong.  This 
1  can  prove  upon  oath,  and  others  beside.  But  if  I  be  to 
suffer  for  what  is  laid  to  my  charge,  I  desire  to  be  brought 
from  this  place,  and  get  a  fair  chance  for  my  life,  as  law 
directs.  I  always,  according  to  my  station,  behaved  my- 
self as  well  as  any  man  this  day  in  New-York;  and  even 
the  meanest  and  poorest  soldier  belonging  to  His  Majesty's 


COL.  THOMPSON  S  PROPOSAL  FOR  DESTROYING  NOVA-SCOTIA. 

For  the  Expedition  purposed :  One  thousand  men, 
including  officers ;  four  armed  vessels  and  eight  Trans- 
ports ;  the  men  to  be  raised  at  the  Eastward.  Tlie  Fleet 
to  be  made  up  at  Machias,  and  then  proceed  to  JVindsor ; 
captivate  the  Tories ;  make  all  the  proselytes  we  can  ;  and 
then  proceed  to  Halifax.  If  possible,  destroy  the  King's 
Dock- Yard,  and  Town,  if  thought  proper. 

It  may  be  undertaken  for  five  thousand  Pounds,  lavvlid 
money,  and  all  that  can  be  procured  from  the  Tories,  or  ten 
thousand,  and  the  one-half  of  what  is  taken  from  them.  A: 
JVindsor,  we  understand,  there  is  abundance  of  good-. 
which  is  the  next  capital  town  to  Halifax.  We  are 
lately  informed,  tliat  there  is  not  to  exceed  two  hundred 
British  Troops  in  Halifn. 

GENERAL  GATES  TO  JAMES  OTIS. 

Hpad.Quartcrs  at  Cambridge,  August  11,  177.5. 

Sir:  This  will  be  presented  to  you  by  Lieutenant  John 
Knight,  of  the  Royal  Navy  of  England,  taken  prisoner 
latefy  at  Machias.  In  his  company  are  six  other  gentle- 
men, midshipmen  and  warrant  officers.  The  Commander- 
in-Chief  has  this  moment  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  General 
Gage,  to  know  in  what  manner  he  intends  to  treat  the 
officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  who  are  so 
unfortunate  as  to  fall  into  his  hands.  Upon  his  answer 
depends  the  treatment  Mr.  Knight  and  his  companions  are 
to  receive.  You  shall  be  advised  of  General  Gage's  an- 
swer the  instant  it  arrives.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  Horatio  Gates,  Adj.  Gen. 

The  Hon.  James  Otis,  Esq. 
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liead.Quarters,  August  11,  177.5. 

Sir:  H\  order  of  the  Commaiidei-in-Chief  I  sent  to 
uuait  your  orders  an  ofticer's  party  to  escort  seventeen 
seamen,  taken  prisoners  at  Machius,  and  one  tory,  Icha- 
bnd  Jones.  Tliirty  prisoners  more,  taken  at  C(ipe-Ann, 
will  be  at  Charlcstown  to-day.  I  believe  you  will  tliink 
it  best  to  detain  this  party  at  H'atertoivn,  until  that  from 
('ape-Ann  arrives,  when  they  may  have  your  orders  to 
what  Town  they  are  to  march,  to  be  confined.  I  have 
already  sent  a  number  of  prisoners  to  SprimcficlJ,  and 
Tories  to  Worcester.  Perhaps  you  may  approve  of  placing 
those  at  Northamjilon,  as  there  are  so  many  at  present  at 
Springfield.     I  aiu,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

HoK.iTio  G..VTES,  Adj.  Gen. 
To  the  Hot).  James  Oiis. 

Li.it  of  Prisoners  taken  at  Cape-Ann,  belonging  to  the 
Falcon,  iSloop-oJ-  ff  ar. 

Robert  Arnold,  .Master;  IViiliam  Robert  Broton,  Mid- 
shipman: Philabe.lh  Demett,  do.;  Justin  Build,  Gunner; 
John  Backster,  Doctor's  Servant:  Hugh  Hughes,  Marine; 
Thomas  ?sash,  do. ;  Jonathan  Ellis,  do. ;  Abraham  El- 
liot, do.  ;  Gi/lcs  Jones,  do.  ;  John  Mcchum,  do. ;  IViUiam 
Allen,  Steward  ;  William  Rickets,  Captain  of  Forecastle ; 
Hnnrh  .Jones,  Sailmaker;  Michael  I^ove,  Sailor;  Thomas 
Taylor,  Gunner,  Yeoman;  ^/'m.  iV/wA-ey,  Quartermaster; 
John  McRadij,  Michael  Elijnn.  imjiressed,  released  since. 

Sick  and  remaining  in  Ipswich  Jail:  Samuel  Burd,  im- 
pressed ;  .fohn  Doyle,  Sailor ;  Matthew  Cornish,  Marine  ; 
John  Clark,  Cook's  Mate. 

Wounded:  John  i^FarnVA,-,  Quartermaster;  Joseph  Mur- 
ray. Quarter-Gunner. 

Killed:  John  Molloy,  formerly  o{  Salem. 

Taken,  belonging  formerly  to  Cape-Ann.  and  are  now 
there:  Duncan  Piper,  William  Putnm,  Creor<re  Rigg, 
.John  Cleaveland. 

THEODORE   ATKINSON  TO  GOVERNOUR  WENTWORTH. 
Portsnioutli,  Nnw.Hauipshire,  August  11,  177j. 

Sir:  Immediately  after  I  received  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  yesterday's  date,  (which  was  about  ten  o'clock 
this  morning,)  relative  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Town  firing 
on  Captain  Barclay's  boat,  I  suumioned  the  Council  to 
meet  at  twelve,  but  did  not  make  a  ()uorum  till  this  after- 
noon, when  the  Cotmcil  was  truly  informed  that  a  town- 
meetini;  was  immediately  notified,  and  a  very  full  meeting 
of  the  inhabitants  appeared,  and  regularly  and  deliberately 
jjassed  a  vote  with  a  large  and  uncommon  majority,  in 
which  they  disapproved  the  traasnction,  &c.  Your'  Ex- 
cellency herewith  hath  the  vote  of  the  meeting  attested, 
and  also  the  minute  of  the  Council. 

Your  Excellency  will  please  to  bear  in  mind  the  phrase 
of  ctirrai  lex  has  been  .some  time  past  interrupted.  The 
King's  Attorney  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  present 
situation  was  too  uncertain  and  unsteady  to  enter  any  ac- 
tions in  the  common  course  of  law,  and  which  advice  was 
then  approved ;  and  I  see  no  reason  why  the  same  cause 
sliould  not  proiluce  the  same  elTect  now  as  then. 


POUTS  MOUTH    (\EW-HAMPSH1Re)    CO.MMITTEE. 

Cnuiniitti'c-Hall,  Tonsmoutli,  August  1.3,  177.5. 
The  Committee  of  Safety,  finding  it  inconsistent  with  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  this  Town  that  any  further  cnm- 
nuinication  should  be  kept  up  betuom   the   Ship  Scarlm- 
rousrh  and  the  Town,  therefore, 

Voted,  That  hencclorward  no  Boats  pass  or  repass  from 
the  said  Ship  or  the  Town  o(  Acurastle,  without  a  permit 
from  this  Committee,  or  the  Selectmen  or  Committee  of 
JSewcastle. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

H.  Wentworth,  Chairman. 
We  are  credibly  informed,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
above  vote,   (laptain    Barclay,   of  the  Scarboruiiij;h,  has 
stopped  all  our  siiipping  outward  and  inward  bound. 


<;0VERNOUll  WENTWORTH  TO   THEODORE   ATKINSON. 
I'ort  William  Henry,  August  17,  1775. 
Sir:   I  desire  that  you  would  summon  the  Council   to 
meet  here  this  afternoon  at  four  o'clock,  if  possible,  if  not. 


at  nine  o'clock  to-morrow,  without  fail,  having  occasion  to 
lay  some  matters  concerning  His  ^lajesty's  service  before 
them  for  their  consideration  and  advice.  Please  to  send 
me  an  answer  as  soon  as  mav  Ije. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

J.  Wentwdhth. 
The  Hon.  Tlieodore  Atkinson,  Esq. 

TIlEODf)RE  ATKINSON  TO  GOVERNOUR  WENTWORTH. 
I'ort.smoutli,  August  17,  1775,  half  after  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Sir  :  I  this  instant  received  your  Excellency's  command 
of  this  day,  but  loo  late  to  summon  the  Council  to  attend 
your  Excellency  at  Fort  fVilliam  and  Mary,  but  shall 
endeavour  to  do  it  so  as  to  attend  on  your  Excellency  on 
the  morrow,  as  you  order. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
TiiEouoRE  Atkinson. 


GOVERNOLR   WENTWORTH   TO   THEODORE   ATKINSON. 

Fort  Williiim  and  INIary,  August  03,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  find  it  necessary  to  go  to  sea  for  a  few  days,  and 
must  desire  that  in  the  mean  time  you  will  use  your  best 
endeavours  to  preserve  peace  and  quietness  as  much  as 
possible.     I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  Wentworth. 
Honourable  Theodore  Atkinson,  Es(i. 

THEODORE  ATKINSON  TO  GOVERNOfR  WENTWORTH. 

Portsnioutli,  August  29,  1775. 

Sir:  I  received  your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  23d, 
and  shall  use  every  method  to  preserve  the  peace  of  town 
and  land.     I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  ere  your  return. 

I  have  been  importuned  to  wTite  a  few  lines  to  the  Com- 
mander of  His  Majesty's  guard-ship  at  Nnntasket .  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Hale  appearing  for  the  freighter  of  the  Ship  Eliza- 
beth.    A  copy  you  have  enclosed. 

Y'our  Excellency's  most  obliged  antl  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  Theodore  Atkinson. 

Portsmouth,  August  29,  1775. 

Sir  :  Some  time  since  the  Ship  Elizabeth  arrived  in  the 
harbour  from  Granada,  and  was  stopped  by  Captain  Bar- 
clay, commander  of  His  Majesty's  Ship  the  Scarborough, 
for  having,  as  he  said,  ordnance  stores  on  board,  and  was 
from  hence  by  him  carried  to  Boston.  The  freight,  to  a 
considerable  amount,  she  had  on  board,  belonged  to  differ- 
ent merchants  in  this  Town.  The  want  of  having  certain 
necessary  papers  completed,  prevented  the  owners  of  the 
freight,  or  their  agent,  from  taking  passage  in  one  of  those 
ships  to  Boston.  They  have  thought  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  take  this  only  method  of  sending  Mr.  ihilc,  the 
bearer  of  this,  to  Boston,  to  personate  the  owners'  interest. 
T  therefore  think  it  reasonable  that  he  be  permitted  to  pass 
to  Boston,  and  desire  the  boat  and  hands  be  sufferetl  to 
return. 

With  much  respect,  1  am  your  obedient  humble  servant, 
Theodore  Atkinson,  President. 
To  the  Commander  of  His  IMajesty's  Ship  the  Boyn,  in 

Santasket  Road,  Boston. 


captain     macartney    to    the     .mayor     of    .NORFOLK,    VIR- 
GINIA. 

Ills  Maj.>I>'s  Ship  Mercury,  Norfolk,  Augu.st  12,  1775. 

Sir:  1  am  just  informed  by  his  Excellency  Lord  Dun- 
more,  that  Mr.  Andrew  Sprowlc  has  received  a  summons 
to  attend  a  Committee  in  Sorfolk,  on  Thursday  next.  The 
acru-;iiions  allei,'ed  against  him  are  of  a  most  extraordinary 
nature,  in  the  sunmions  he  is  charged  with  having  har- 
boured His  Majesty's  Troops  in  the  stores  at  Gosport.  1 
am  not  sur|)rised  that  a  summons  grounded  on  such  accusa- 
tions should  be  alarming  to  Mr.  Sprowle,  particularly  after 
the  cruel  and  oppressive  treatment  i\Ir.  Schaw  lately  re- 
ceived from  a  mob  in  yorfolk. 

As  I  do  most  earnestly  wish,  and  shall,  upon  all  occa- 
sions, endeavour  to  promote  the  publick  peace  of  this  Pro- 
vince, I  think  it  necessary  to  explain  to  you,  as  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  Town  of  Norfolk,  the  conduct  I  mean 
to  pursue,  in  hope  of  preserving  that  peace  and  obedience 
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to  the  laws  so  ardently  to  be  wished  for  by  all  loyal  sub- 
jects and  good  citizens.  I  am  sent  hither  to  be  the  guardian 
of  a  British  Colony;  to  protect  His  Majesty's  Governour, 
and  all  the  loyal  subjects  in  the  Province  of  Virginia. 
Tliis  is  my  duty,  and  should  wish  it  to  be  known  that  my 
duty  and  inclination  go  hand  in  hand.  The  same  princi- 
ples which  have  induced  me  not  to  harbour  the  slaves  of 
any  individual  in  this  Province,  will  operate  with  me  to 
protect  the  property  of  all  loyal  subjects.  As  I  have  be- 
fore observed  that  I  shall  endeavour  to  promote  the  publick 
peace  of  this  Province,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  mention 
that  1  shall  not  remain  an  idle  spectator,  should  any  vio- 
lence be  offered  to  the  persons  or  property  of  any  of  His 
.Majesty's  subjects. 

I  have  reason  to  apprehend,  that  many  gentlemen  in 
this  Province,  from  their  connexions  with  Government,  or 
their  readiness  to  supply  His  Majesty's  ships  or  servants 
with  provisions,  stores,  Sic,  are  held  up  as  objects  inimical 
to  the  liberties  of  Americn,  and  unjustly  censured  for  their 
loyal  conduct.  Men  under  these  circumstances  are  more 
particularly  entitled  to  my  protection.  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt,  from  your  desire  and  readiness  upon  a  former  occa- 
sion to  preserve  harmony  in  the  Town  of  i\orf(ilk,  but  you 
will  heartily  concur  with  me  in  my  endeavours  to  suppress 
all  party  jealousies  and  animosities,  so  hinhly  injurious  to 
the  welfare  of  a  country.  More  effectually  to  perform  my 
part,  I  shall,  the  first  opportunity,  place  His  Majesty's  Ship 
under  my  command,  abreast  of  the  Town  ;  and  I  must 
assure  you,  that  notwithstanding  I  shall  feel  the  utmost 
pain  and  reluctance  in  being  compelled  to  u^e  violent  mea- 
sures to  preserve  the  persons  and  properties  of  His  Majes- 
ty's sulijects,  yet  I  most  assuredly  shall,  if  it  becomes 
necessary,  use  the  most  coercive  measiues  in  my  power 
to  suppress  all  unlawful  combinations  and  persecutions 
within  the  Province  of  f'irginia. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Macai;tni;y. 
To  Paul  Loyal,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  Town  of  Norfolk,  J'a. 


PAIL    LOYAL    TO    CAPTAIN    MACARTNEY. 

Norfolk,  August  13,  1775. 

Sir:  I  just  now  received  yoms  of  yesterday's  date,  by 
j\lr.  Swan.  The  summons  you  mention  I  believe  did  not 
go  from  a  Committee  of  this  Borough.  I  will  make  the 
necessary  inquiry,  and  will  answer  your  letter  to-morrow. 

In  the  interim,  1  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Paul   Loyal. 
To  John  Macartney,  Esq.,  Commander  of  His  IMajesty's 

Ship  Mercury. 

Norfolk,  August  14,  1775. 

Sir:  Since  writing  you  yesterday,  1  find,  upon  inquiry, 
that  the  summons  referred  to  in  your  letter  was  sent  Irom 
a  number  of  gentlemen  who  are  freeholders,  and  compose 
the  Committee  of  the  Count)'  o(  Norfolk,  and  are  there- 
fore entirely  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Magistrates  of 
this  Corporation.  I  can  only  promise,  that  as  the  place  of 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  considering  Mr.  Sprowlc's  con- 
duct is  said  to  be  within  the  limits  of  this  Borough,  I  will 
take  proper  care  that  he  shall  not  be  molested  or  injured  in 
Ins  person  by  any  riot  or  mob,  if  he  think  fit  to  attend  on 
the  Committee.  With  respect  to  the  treatment  that  Mr. 
.Scliaw  received,  I  was  a  stranger  to  it  till  the  disturbance 
was  over;  but  can  assure  )ou,  as  soon  as  he  put  himself 
inuier  the  protection  of  a  Magistrate,  he  was  secured  from 
danger. 

The  conduct  which  you  are  pleased  to  explain  to  me, 
as  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Borough,  as  your  intention  to 
pursue  in  preserving  peace  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  in 
the  station  assigned  you  by  His  Majesty,  must  be  com- 
mended by  every  good  man.  By  that  care  in  your  de- 
partment, particularly  in  discouraging  the  elopement  of 
slaves,  which  of  late  it  is  notorious  has  frequently  happen- 
ed, from  the  countenance  shown  them  by  some  enemies  to 
this  Colony,  as  well  as  to  the  British  Constitution,  much 
mischief  and  confusion  may  be  prevented.  Your  sugges- 
tion, that  gentlemen  are  in  danger,  by  supplying  His  Ma- 
jesty's Ships,  &ic.,  in  this  Colony  with  provisions,  I  cannot 
account  for.  I  am  very  sure  the  Contractors  for  the  Navy 
in  this  Town  are  under  no  apprehensions  of  danger,  as  they 


have  been  assured  to  the  contrary  in  the  most  explicit 
manner.  I  hope  suspicions  of  this  nature,  prejudicial  to 
the  loyalty  of  a  number  of  inhabitants,  who  are  as  much 
attached  to  the  just  prerogative  of  their  Sovereign  as  any 
subjects  in  the  Empire,  may  not  be  hastily  taken  up  and 
adopted  without  full  and  satisfactory  proof. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  favourable  opinion  of  my 
readiness  to  concur  in  the  suppression  of  all  animosities. 
It  has  hitherto  been,  and  I  trust  ever  will  be,  the  tenour  of 
my  conduct.  I  have  always  found  the  authority  of  the 
Magistracy  sufficiently  competent  for  the  maintenance  of 
Government  and  good  order ;  and  while  I  thank  you  lor 
your  cheeiful  offers  of  assistance  for  that  purpose,  yet  I 
presume  your  intention  is  only  to  act  within  the  line  of 
your  department.  I  confess  I  feel  myself  somewhat 
astonished  at  the  last  paragra|)li  of  your  letter,  which 
seems  to  me  to  imply  a  threatening  that  would  eventually 
prove  destructive  to  the  persons  and  properties  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's subjects.  A  |)ersonal  insult  oti'ered  to  an  individual, 
by  the  ill-guided  zeal  of  a  number  of  thoughtless  youth, 
can  never  justify  a  hint  of  this  nature.  At  any  laie,  it  is 
to  be  presumed,  that  gentlemen  in  military  departments 
will  not  intermeddle  in  that  capacity,  unless  particularly 
required  by  the  civil  authority,  as  I  am  determined,  when- 
ever 1  find  any  unlawful  combinations  or  persecutions  to 
pi-evail  within  the  sphere  of  my  jurisdiction,  to  take  every 
legal  method  to  suppress  them.  I  have  nothing  further  to 
add,  but  the  strongest  assurances  of  the  earnest  desire  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Borough  to  live  in  the  most  perfect 
hanuony  with  the  genllemen  of  the  Nav}-,  and  hope  tliat 
no  little  incident  may  interru|>t  it. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Pail   Loyal. 
To  Joh7}  Macartney,  Esq.,  Commander  of  His  Majesty's 

Ship  Mercury. 

CAPTAIN   MACARTNEY   TO    PALL   LOYAL. 
His  Majesty's  .Ship  Mercury,  Norfolk,  August  15,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  was  favoured  with  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date, 
and  it  gives  me  much  real  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  in- 
habitants of  Norfolk  are  so  earnestly  desirous  of  living  in 
harmony  with  his  Majesty's  servants,  lou  are  pleased  to 
assure  me  that  no  violence  or  insult  shall  be  offered  to  the 
|ierson  of  Mr.  Sprowle ;  and  upon  the  faith  of  your  letter 
I  have  requested  him  to  attend  the  Comn;ittee  to-mori'ow. 
For  some  days  past  I  have  been  much  indisposed,  but  if  [ 
find  myself  well  enough  to-morrow,  I  mean  to  accompany 
Mr.  Spvwle  to  the  Committee,  and  will  call  upon  you 
about  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.  1  must  beg  that 
you  will  go  along  with  us. 

You,  I  am  sure,  will  agree  with  me  that  the  sunnnons 
sent  Mr.  Sproude  (a  copy  of  which  I  have  enclosed  you) 
must  be  truly  alarming  to  all  good  citizens.  When  any 
set  of  gentlemen  assume  to  themselves  the  power  of  arraif;n- 
ing  an  individual  for  furnishing  barracks  for  His  i\lajesty's 
Troops,  and  pretend  to  censure  a  conduct  which  1  must 
think  highly  laudable,  it  gives  me  but  too  much  reason  to 
apprehend  that  the  authority  of  the  civil  magistracy  is  not 
competent  for  the  support  of  Government  and  good  order. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

.John   AL\cartney. 
To  Paul  Loyal,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  i\v  Town  of  Norfolk,  Va. 


PAUL  LOYAL  TO  CAPTAIN  MACARTNEY. 

Norfolk,  August  26.  1775. 

Sir:  When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  last,  you 
mentioned  having  some  letters  that  had  passed  between 
you  and  me  published,  which  I  gave  you  to  understand 
might  be  done  ;  since  which,  as  tliose  letters  concerned  the 
publick,  I  have  thought  proper  to  lay  them  before  the  Com- 
mon Hall  of  this  Borough.  The  Hall  has  made  some 
Resolves  on  them,  a  copy  of  which  I  am  directed  to  en- 
close you.  My  reason  for  not  publishing  the  letters  in  this 
week's  paper,  is,  that  as  they  are  of  a  threatening  nature, 
they  might  perhaps  give  the  people  of  this  Colony  great 
uneasiness,  to  prevent  which  I  think  there  cannot  be  too 
much  precaution  used.  As  I  am  willing  to  believe  your 
intentions  are  only  to  act  within  your  own  sphere,  and  not 
to  intermeddle  with  the  internal  policy  of  this  Corporation. 
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if  you  still  think  proper  to  have  the  letters  published,  and 
will  enclose  tlicni  to  ine.  1  shall  take  particular  care  to  have 
them  put  into  the  next  Gtizetie. 

My  family  join  in  best  compliments,  hoping  you  have 
recovered  your  health. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Paul  Lotal. 
To  John  Muaiiinii/,  E=f|.,  Commander  of  His  Majesty's 

Ship  Mcrcuri/.  ^ 

Resolves  of  (he  Common-IIall  above  referred  to. 
INonFoi-K  IJortdLfai,  Sc : 

At  a  Common-IIall  summoned  and  held  Angiut  21, 
1775,  sundry  Letters  from  John  Macartney,  Es(i.,  Com- 
mander of  His  Majesty's  Ship  Mtrcunj,  to  Paul  Loijal, 
Es(juire,  Mayor,  were  laid  before  the  Hall ;  and  the  Hall 
takinj^  the  same  into  their  serious  consideration,  and  being 
■ireatly  surprised  at  the  contents  thereof,  it  was  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  letters  from  Captain  Macartney  to 
the  \Vorshii)ful  the  Mayor,  were  evidently  intended  to 
alarm  and  intimidate  the  inhabitants  of  this  Borough,  were 
disrespectful  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Cor|)oration, 
are  an  officious  intermeddling  in  the  civil  Government  of 
the  Town,  and  contain  an  implied  threatening  which  the 
Hall  conceive  to  be  unjustifiable,  premature,  and  indecent : 
unjustifiable,  inasmuch  as  no  reason  can  be  deduced  from 
fact,  or  any  authority  be  derived  fiom  law,  to  empower 
Captain  Macartney,  unsolicited  by  the  Magistracy,  to  in- 
terfere in  matters  within  their  jurisdiction  alone,  and  much 
less  to  hold  up  to  them  the  idea  of  violence  and  compulsion, 
in  a  transaction  so  entirely  without  the  line  of  his  depart- 
ment ;  preiiiatiu'e,  as  his  conduct  in  this  instance  originates 
fiom  ill-grounded  suppositions  and  mistaken  apprehensions, 
and  without  any  sanction  from  facts  to  su|)port  them;  in- 
decent, because  it  impliedly  charges  the  INlagistracy  with  a 
wilful  remissness  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  legally  vested 
in  them ;  because  the  menace  is  as  particularly  pointed 
against  them,  as  if  they  were  the  abetters  of  riot  and  per- 
secution ;  because  it  operates  towards  the  destruction  of 
the  persons  and  properties  of  a  number  of  His  Majesty's 
subjects,  chielly  on  account  of  some  accidental  insults, 
alleged  to  have  been  oftered  by  a  few  incautious  youth  to 
an  individual ;  because  so  little  regard  is  shown  to  the  un- 
derstandings and  feelings  of  people,  as,  at  the  same  moment 
in  which  this  haughty  declaration,  so  big  with  ruin,  is  de- 
nounced, it  is  pretended  that  the  execution  of  it  is  to  pre- 
serve the  persons  and  ))roperties  of  His  Majesty's  subjects, 
as  if  the  utter  destruction  of  their  lives  and  estates  could 
ever  be  deemed  a  preservation  of  their  persons  and  pro- 
perties. 

Resolved,  That  the  niililai'y  power,  agreeable  to  the 
British  Constitution,  is  and  ou<,dit  to  be  under  the  control 
of  the  civil ;  and  notwithstanding  the  utterly  defenceless 
state  of  the  Town,  the  body  Corporate  of  this  Borough 
will  never  tainely  submit  to  the  invasion  of  their  privilcues 
by  the  dangerous  and  untimely  interposition  of  military 
force. 

Resolved,  That  this  Corporation  will  continue  steadfiisily 
to  adhere  to  tliose  substantial  principles  of  good  Govern- 
ment which  ought  to  actuate  the  minds  of  all  U\s  Majesty's 
faithful  suljjects  ;  and  that  they  embrace  this  opportunity 
to  make  this  publick  and  solemn  declaration,  that  notwith- 
standing their  exposed  and  defenceless  situation,  which 
cannot  be  remedied,  unbiased  by  fear,  unappalled  at  the 
threats  of  imlawful  power,  they  will  never  desert  the  right- 
eous cause  of  their  Country,  plunged  as  it  is  into  dreadful 
and  unexpected  calamities. 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  cojiy  of  thi>se  Resolutions  be  by  the 
Mayor  transmitted  to  John  Macartney,  Ei(i.,  Commaiuler 
of  his  Maiesly's  Ship  Mercury. 

John  Boi>n,  T.  C. 


CVPTAIN  MACART.NKY  TO   PALI,  LOVAI,. 

His  M;ijesty's  Sliip  .Mcrciii y,  at  Xortblk,  Auciit^t  2H,  ITT.'i. 

Sir:  I  am  much  obliged  for  your  polite  favour,  which 
enclosed  some  strictures  by  the  Corporation  of  ^sorfolk 
upon  my  first  letter  to  you.  I  must  beg  you  will  be  pleased 
to  publish  the  letters  which  have  passed  between  us  in  the 
Viricinia  Newspapers,  that  a  candid  publick  may  juduc  of 
the  motives  which  actuate  my  conduct. 


When  I  first  wrote  to  you,  it  was  not  my  intention  to 
draw  on  a  political  discussion  with  the  inhabitants  of  yor- 
folk,  or  to  ascertain  in  particular  cases  the  limits  of  the  civil 
or  military  jurisdictions.  I  was  desirous  that  His  Majesty's 
subjects  should  know  I  ardently  wished  the  jjcace  of  this 
Province,  to  promote  which  I  shall  strictly  adhere  to  the 
tenour  of  my  first  letter. 

I  beg  my  respectful  compliments  to  all  your  family,  and 
have  the  honour  to  remain.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  Jhhn  Macartney. 
To  Paul  Loyal,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  Town  of  Norfolk, 

f'ir'nitia. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 
York:  The  Memorial  of  sundry  persons  withiu  the 
City  o/ New-York,  sheweth  : 

That  a  difference  of  opinion  hath  arisen  in  this  City  with 
respect  to  the  propriety  of  shi|)ping  flaxseed  to  Ireland  from 
this  Colony;  some  urging  that  it  was  not  the  intent  of  the 
Continental  Congress  that  any  should  be  shipped, and  others 
insisting  that  the  contrary  appears,  not  only  from  the  Reso- 
lutions of  the  Continental  Congress,  but  from  the  declara- 
tion of  several  of  the  Delegates  upon  that  subject.  The 
memorialists  are  apprehensive  that  should  flaxseed  be 
shipped  while  this  ditierence  of  sentiment  prevails,  it  might 
create  some  uneasiness  in  this  City;  and  being  informed 
that  some  of  the  Continental  Delegates  have  signified  to 
this  Congress  that  the  sense  of  the  late  Continental  Con- 
gress, respecting  this  matter,  was,  that  we  were  left  at 
liberty  to  ship  flaxseed,  the  memorialists  beg  that  the  Con- 
gress will,  by  some  act  or  publication  of  theirs,  declare 
whether  the  people  of  this  Colony  are,  or  are  not  at  liberty 
to  ship  flaxseed  as  aforesaid,  and  also  to  satisfy  the  publick 
of  the  sense  of  the  Continental  Congress  on  that  subject, 
if  such  their  sense  has  been  communicated  to  this  Con- 
gress as  before  suggested. 

Thomas  Galhreath,     J(ihn  Franklin, 
Daniei,  Phcenix,  Murray,  Sansom  &i  Co., 

^V^I,L1AM  NiEi-soN,        Comfort  Sands, 
Peter  Clopper,  Joshia  T.  De  St.  Croix, 

MoTT  Z.  Bonne,  Jac  ob  Wats.in, 

Fred.  Rhinelander,  Edward  &,  W.m.  Laioht, 
Thomas  Pears ai,i>,        Templeton  k  Stewart. 
Ncw.York,  August  U,  1775. 


FRANCIS  STEPHENS  TO  GENERAI^  GAfiE. 

Office  of  t)iclnunco,  Ncw-York,  August  12,  1773. 

Sir:  Since  my  letter  to  your  Excellency  of  the  ;31st 
July,  1  have  been  honoured  with  yours  of  the  18th  pre- 
ceding, which  has  given  me  much  imeasiness,  as  it  seems 
to  imply  a  remissness  on  my  part  in  not  getting  more 
of  the  stores  removed  from  hence  agreeable  to  your  Ex- 
cellency's wishes.  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I 
always  used  my  utmost  endeavours  to  comply  with  the 
orders  I  received,  as  far  as  circumstances  woidd  admit,  but 
the  multiplicity  of  bulky  articles  sliipi)ed  on  board  the 
vessels,  such  as  battering  planks,  boards,  joists,  bricks, 
straw,  and  many  other  particulars  belonging  to  difTerent 
departments,  (the  want  of  which  was  strongly  urged  to 
me,)  took  up  so  much  room  as  to  render  it  entirely  out  of 
my  power  to  forward  a  further  quantity  of  ordnance  stores. 
Had  the  ship|)ing  ordered  for  that  service  been  in  a  proper 
condition  to  have  received  their  full  load,  I  am  well  per- 
suaded there  would  not,  in  that  case,  have  any  thing  re- 
mained ;  but  as  some  of  them,  particularly  the  ship  Henry, 
had  all  her  water,  provisions,  &:c.,  on  hoard,  which  the 
master  refused  to  disembark,  I  was  by  that  means  prevented 
from  sending  many  more  articles  which  1  should  have  other- 
wise certainly  done. 

If  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  the  several 
bills  of  lading  to  be  laid  before  you,  or  an  account  of  the 
many  articles  which  were  shipped  from  hence  on  board  the 
dilFerent  vessels,  exclusive  of  the  ordnance  stores,  you  will 
judge  of  the  vast  deal  of  room  they  must  have  necessarily 
taken  up  on  board  these  vessels,  and  which  of  course  pre- 
vented my  forwarding  those  stores  that  have  since  so  very 
unfortunately  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

The  hu'i  Countess  of  Darlington  arrived  in  the  sound,  a 
few  miles  above  Turtle  Bay,  on  the  twenty -fifth  of  April, 
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and  had  I  been  permitted  to  have  loaded  her,  should  no 
doubt  have  sent  to  Boston  every  species  of  stores  I  stood 
charged  with,  (the  largest  sizes  of  shot  and  shells  only 
excepted,)  but  the  violent  commotions  which  at  that  time 
prevailed  amongst  the  people  were  such  as  to  render  it  im- 
possible, and  the  vessel  was  obliged,  for  safety,  immediately 
to  depart,  without  my  being  able  to  put  the  least  article  on 
board  her. 

With  respect  to  the  saltpetre,  it  was,  at  the  time,  depo- 
sited at  Turtle  Bay,  where  I  conceived  it  to  be  equally 
secure  with  the  rest  of  His  Majesty's  property,  and  that 
moving  it  might  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  people,  who 
assiduously  watched  that  no  supplies  should  be  sent  to 
Boston.  At  this  period  1  had  no  idea  of  powder-mills 
being  erected,  or  that  they  would  ever  have  the  audacity 
to  rob  and  plunder  the  store-houses  in  the  manner  they 
have  since  done  ;  their  declared  intention  at  the  time  being 
to  prevent  all  supplies  going  to  Boston  that  niiglit  enable 
your  Excellency  to  act  with  greater  eflect  against  their 
brethren  and  fellow-subjects  in  Nctc-EngJand. 

I  entreat  your  Excellency,  therefore,  to  believe  me  when 
I  assure  you,  that  every  thing  was  done  which  lay  in  my 
power,  towards  expediting  and  otherwise  forwarding  the 
good  of  His  Majesty's  service. 

1  am,  with  the  greatest  respect.  Sir,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Francis  STEPHf:NS. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Honourable  General  Gage. 


PETER  T.   CUllTENIUS  TO  NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 

New-York,  August  12,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Enclosed  is  amount  of  the  goods  I  have 
bought  by  virtue  of  your  orders,  on  Continental  and  Pro- 
vincial account.  Some  of  the  tradesmen's  bills  are  not 
yet  come  in,  and  therefore  it  was  impossible,  on  so  short  a 
notice,  to  give  you  the  exact  amount.  I  have  a  clerk  con- 
stantly busy  in  posting  the  books,  and  am  in  hopes,  in  eight 
or  ten  days,  to  have  them  finished,  when  I  shall  be  able  to 
give  you  an  exact  account  of  the  whole. 

If  I  can  get  muskets  and  the  whole  quantity  of  blankets, 
besides  about  one  thousand  oars  and  some  other  articles 
which  are  not  yet  purchased,  I  shall  want  at  least  twenty- 
five  thousand  Pounds  to  make  good  my  engagements. 

As  to  give  you  a  particular  account  what  the  clothing, 
fccc,  will  amount  to,  it  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  give 
you  an  account  of.  1  have  made  a  rough  sketch  at  bottom 
for  your  government. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

P.   T.   CUUTENIUS. 

Twenty -eight  hundred  and  fifty-two  coats,  at  about  thirty 
shillings,  £4,278  ;  Fifteen  hundred  vests,  breeches,  shins, 
shoes,  stockings,  hats,  &,c.,  about  fifty  shillings  per  man, 
£3,750— £8,0-28 


OEN'ER.U.  SCHUYLER  TO  GOVERNOIR  TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga,  August  12,  1775. 

Sir:  j\lr.  Fitch,  agreeable  to  your  Honour's  request, 
has  had  all  the  gun  barrels  here  delivered  to  him.  I  did 
not  think  proper  to  have  any  appraisement  made  of  them, 
as  I  consider  them  as  belonging  to  the  Associated  Colonies, 
and  if  repaired,  at  the  disposal  of  Congress,  they  paying 
the  particular  Colony  which  may  have  been  at  the  expense 
of  the  repairs  ;  and  as  arms  are  much  wanted  in  this  Co- 
lony, I  have  given  directions  for  some  of  them  to  be  left 
at  Albany,  and  others  sent  to  Ncw-Yorlc,  where  they  may 
bo  immediately  made  fit  for  present  use. 

I  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
Philip  Schuyler. 
Honourable  Jiniathan  TnnnbnU. 

P.  S.  Ko  tents  for  Colonel  Hinman's  Regiment  are  yet 
arrived. 

GOVERNOtR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  August  12,  1775. 

Sir:  Since  my  letter  of  yesterday,  desiring  an  allow- 
ance to  retain  at  Hartford  such  quantity  of  powder  as  you 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi. 


shall  judge  expedient  out  of  the  next  that  comes,  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  the  Honourable  Henry  Middleton 
and  Edward  Butledge,  dated  Hartford,  August  11,  1775, 
informing  that  a  company  of  riflemen,  with  eight  wagon 
loads  of  powder,  have  come  into  that  town,  and  the  article 
of  which  they  have  the  charge  would  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary at  Neu'-York,  in  case  an  attack  should  be  made  upon 
that  Colony;  suggesting  the  propriety  of  sending  off  an 
express  to  you,  informing  of  their  situation,  and  to  obtain 
an  order  to  stay  the  riflemen  and  detain  the  powder  there, 
as  most  likely  to  be  conducive  to  the  publick  safety.  All 
circumstances  considered,  I  have  directed  two  wagons  of 
powder  to  be  detained  till  your  Excellency's  orders  are 
received — the  riflemen  to  proceed  with  the  other  six.  You 
will  soon  have  the  pleasure  to  see  those  two  gentlemen  at 
camp. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard.  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  very  humble  servant,  ,  rr 

•'  '  J  UN  A.    IrUMBULL. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Froviilcnco,  Kliode-Isl.incl,  August  13,  1775. 

A  gentleman  from  Goldsborongh,  at  the  eastward,  in- 
forms, that  about  the  middle  oiJuly,  two  armed  vessels, 
one  of  eight,  the  other  of  four  carriage  guns,  were  sent 
by  Admiral  Graves  on  a  piratical  cruise  to  the  eastern 
parts  of  the  Massachusetts,  and  venturing  too  far  up  Ma- 
chias  River,  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  attacked  them 
in  a  sloop  they  had  fitted  for  that  purpose,  and  took  them 
both,  witliout  losing  a  man.  The  Machias  people  have 
now  three  armed  vessels,  which  they  took  from  the  enemy; 
the  largest  of  them  is  supposed  to  be  worth  £800  sterling. 
About  the  same  time,  five  sloops,  that  had  been  sent  by 
General  Gage  for  wood,  were  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Majabigwaduce,  a  small  new  settlement,  not  far  from 
Fort  Potvnall ;  and  as  there  was  some  reason  to  fear  that 
the  fort,  which  stood  at  the  head  of  Penobscot  Bay,  might 
be  taken  by  the  King's  Troops,  and  made  use  of  against 
the  country,  the  peo])le  in  that  neighbourhood  dismantled 
it,  and  burnt  the  block-house  and  all  the  wooden  work  to 
the  ground.  The  prisoners  taken  at  Machias,  and  at  Ma- 
jabigivaduce,  about  forty  in  number,  were  on  their  way 
to  Cambridge  when  the  gentleman  who  brings  this  account 
came  away.  Among  them  is  Captain  Ichabod  Jones,  an 
infamous  tory,  who  went  down  in  the  first  armed  vessel 
that  was  some  time  ago  taken  at  Machias. 


LOAMMI    BALDWIN  TO   GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Clii'lsea,  August  13,  1775. 

I\Iay  it  PLEASE  YOUR  Excellency:  I  herewith  send 
two  men  who  deserted  from  the  Lively,  man-of-war,  this 
morning,  about  three  o'clock,  and  were  taken  up  by  our 
guard  at  Chelsea  Beach,  and  conducted  to  me  by  a  file  ol' 
men. 

We  have  had  a  small  brush  with  the  enemy  to-day, 
which  began  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  ended  about  quarter 
of  one,  occasioned  by  two  barges  and  two  sail-boats  going 
up  to  the  floating  battery,  that  lay  near  a  neck  of  land  at 
Charlestoim,  and  bearing  rather  too  near  Maiding  Point; 
suppose  Captain  Lindsey's  Company  suspected  they  had 
some  evil  design,  or  a  mind  to  revenge  past  injuries,  gave 
them  a  pretty  smart  fire,  which  made  them  return  down 
the  river,  and  with  their  swivel-guns  and  small-arms  began 
a  fire  at  our  Chelsea  soldiers,  who  returned  the  fire  briskly. 
Having  been  alarmed  by  the  first  firing  at  Maiding,  one  of 
the  sail-boats  came  round  near  to  the  old  wreck  upon  Win- 
nisimit,  where  we  gave  them  the  best  we  had,  and  they 
soon  made  off"  down  among  the  shipping,  and  the  firing 
ceased.  We  suffered  no  damage  by  them;  there  was  a 
great  number  of  balls  struck  one  of  the  boats,  and  believe 
wounded,  if  not  killed,  some  of  the  men.  Some  of  our 
men  declare  that  they  saw  a  number  drop,  as  if  they  were 
shot  dead,  when  a  volley  was  fired  from  our  men  ;  its  cer- 
tain they  never  appeared  much  in  sight  again.  Nothing 
extraordinary  has  appeared  since.  I  send  the  observation 
as  usual. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

LoAMMi  Baldwin,  Lieut.  Col. 
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AUTHEXTICK  AND  PARTICULAR    ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ENGAGE- 
MENT AT   CAI'K    ANNE. 

(ao.jcestcr,  Au5,'nst  13,  1775. 

On  tlie  ninth  instant,  the  Fcilcun,  sloop-of-war,  Captain 
Lltuhcy,  hove  in  siyht,  and  seemed  to  be  in  quest  of  two 
schooners  from  the  IVest-lndies,  bound  to  Salem,  one  of 
uiiich  lie  soon  i)rou!;ht  to;  the  other,  taking  the  advantage 
of  a  fair  wind,  put  into  our  harbour,  but  Lindseij,  iiavini; 
made  a  ])rize  of  the  fii'st,  pursued  the  second  into  the  har- 
bour, and  brought  the  first  v.ith  him.  He  anchored,  and 
sent  two  barges,  with  fifteen  men  in  each,  armed  witli  mus- 
kets and  swivels;  these  were  attended  with  a  whale-boat, 
in  which  were  the  Lieutenant  and  six  privates;  their  orders 
were  to  seize  the  loaded  schooner,  and  bring  her  under  the 
Falcon's  bow.  The  militia,  and  other  inhabitants,  were 
alarmed  at  this  daring  aiiemin,  and  prepared  for  a  vigorous 
opposition.  The  barge  men,  under  the  command  of  tlic 
Lieutenant,  boarded  tlie  schooner  at  the  cabin  windows, 
which  provoked  a  smart  fire  fi'om  our  peojile  on  the  shore, 
by  which  three  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  the  Lieu- 
tenant wounded  in  the  thigh,  who  thereupon  returned  to 
the  man-of-war.  Upon  this  Llndscy  sent  the  other  schoo- 
ner and  a  small  cutter  he  had,  to  attend  him  well  armed, 
with  orders  to  fire  upon  the  damn'd  rebels  wherever  they 
could  see  them,  and  that  he  would  in  the  mean  time  can- 
nonade the  town  ;  he  immediately  fired  a  broadside  upon 
the  thickest  settlements,  and  stood  himself,  with  diaboli- 
cal pleasure,  to  see  what  liavock  his  cannon  might  make. 
"  i\ow."  said  he,  "  my  boys,  we  will  aim  at  tlie  damn'd 
Prcsbijtcrinn  Church.  Well,  my  brave  fellows,  one  shot 
more,  and  the  house  of  God  will  fall  before  you."  While 
lie  was  thus  venting  his  hellish  rage,  and  setting  himself, 
as  it  were,  against  Heaven,  the  Ahnightij  was  on  our  side  ; 
not  a  ball  struck  or  wounded  an  individual  person,  although 
they  went  through  our  houses  in  almost  every  direction, 
when  filled  with  women  and  cliildren.  Under  God,  our 
little  party  at  the  water  side  performed  wonders;  for  they 
soon  made  themselves  masters  of  both  the  schooners,  the 
cutter,  the  two  barges,  the  boat,  and  every  man  in  them, 
and  all  that  pertained  to  them.  In  the  action,  which  lasted 
several  hours,  we  lost  but  one  man,  two  others  wounded, 
one  of  whom  is  since  dead,  the  other  very  slightly  wound- 
ed. We  took  of  the  men-of-war's  men  thirty-five;  several 
were  wounded,  and  one  since  dead;  twenty-four  were  sent 
to  Head-Quarters;  the  remainder  being  impressed  from 
this  and  the  neighbouring  towns,  were  permitted  to  return 
to  their  friends.  ]\ext  day  Captain  Llndscy  warped  off 
with  but  half  his  men,  never  a  prize  boat  nor  tender,  ex- 
cept a  small  skilT  the  wounded  Lieutenant  returned  in. 

To  i\Ir.  Isaiah  Thomas,  Worcester. 


THYON  COUNTV  (nORTH-CAROLINa)  ASSOCIATION. 

August  14,  1775; 

Tlie  unprecedented,  barbarous,  and  bloody  actions  com- 
litted  by  the  British  Troops  on  our  American  brethren. 


near  Boston,  on  the  19th  of  April  and  20th  of  May  last, 
together  with  the  hostile  operations  and  treacherous  designs 
now  carrying  on  by  the  tools  of  JNIinisierial  vengeance  and 
despotism,  for  the  subjugating  all  British  America,  suggest 
to  us  the  painful  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  arms,  for 
the  preservation  of  those  rights  and  liberties  which  the 
principles  of  our  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  God,  nature, 
and  JN'ations,  have  made  it  our  duty  to  defend.  We,  there- 
fore, the  subscribers,  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Tryon 
County,  do  hL-reby  faithfully  unite  ourselves  under  the 
most  sacred  ties  of  religion,  honour,  and  love  to  our  Coun- 
try, firmly  to  resist  force  by  force,  in  defence  of  our  natural 
freedom  and  constitutional  rights,  against  all  invasions;  and 
at  the  same  time  do  solemnly  engasic  to  take  up  arms,  and 
risk  our  lives  and  fortunes,  in  maintaining  the  freedom  of 
our  Country,  whenever  the  wisdom  and  counsel  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  or  our  Provincial  Convention,  sliall 
declare  it  necessary;  and  this  engagement  we  will  continue 
in  and  hold  sacred,  till  a  reconciliation  shall  take  place  be- 
tv.ecn  Great  Britain  and  America  on  constitutional  prin- 
ciples, which  we  most  ardently  desire;  and  we  do  firmly 
agree  to  hold  all  such  persons  inimical  to  the  liberties  of 
America  who  shall  refuse  to  subscribe  to  this  Association. 
Signed  by; 

.Tohn  Walk,  r,  .T irob  Fornv,  William  Whiteside, 

Cliarlrs  .Mcl.can,  IJavis  Whiteside,  Jolin  Dellinfjer, 

Aiulro-,v  Neel,  John  iJLvmaii,  (^lorje  Delliiiger, 

Tlioiiiiis  li^^atty,  .Toliii  ,'\Ioni--.  Sunucl  Karbemler, 

.l.iTiits  Coburn,  Joseph  Il'.nl'n,  Jaeob  Mooney,  Jr., 

Fn  .lerick  Il.iinbiight,  John  Ro'.iiiFo.i,  John  Wells, 

Ai":r.  -■,   If  ,11, j-  III,  Valentine  .Manny,  J.icob  Castner, 

i;,  ,1'    ■     :i,  George  Blackc,  KoIktI  llulclip, 

'•  I  James  Logan,  Junes  Bur.khanan, 

\\i:i     iif'i    1   III,  James  Baird,  jNIoscs  Jloore, 

l{(.lirrt  Kianiley,  Christian  Carpinter,       Joseph  Kuykenilall, 

David  Jenkins,  Abel  Beitiv,  Adam  Sims, 

Tliomas  Espev,  .Toab  Turiirr.  Richard  Wnffcr, 

reiTjren  Mackness,      Jonallian  Price,  Samuel  Smith, 

James  ^IcAfee,  James  Miller,  Joseph  Neel, 

William  Thomason,       Peter  Sedes,  Samuel  Lofton. 


NEWBEIiN   (nORTH-CAROEIN'a)   COMMITTEE. 

t'omniitteo  Chamber,  Newbern,  August  11,  177.'). 

Whereas,  all  those  who  have  not  subscribed  the  Arti- 
cles of  Association,  have  sulFicicnily  testified  to  the  pub- 
lick  that  they  are  enemies  to  the  liberties  of  ^mfrica  :  and 
as  the  principles  of  self-preservation  make  it  absolutely 
necessary  that  they  should  be  deprived  of  their  Arms, 
therefore,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  the  Captains  of  the  several  Companies 
in  this  County  and  Town  require  of  all  such  suspected  per- 
sons as  well  their  Fire-Arms,  as  Swords,  Cutlasses,  &ic. 
&ic.,  and  all  Gunpowder,  Lead,  and  other  Military  Stores  ; 
and  that  the  said  several  Captains  be  empowered  to  give 
receipts  for  all  such  (hiiis,  Sic.  k.c.,  and  deliver  them  out 
to  such  persons  of  his  or  their  Com|)any,  not  having  Arms, 
&:c.  fee,  as  may  be  willing  to  serve  in  the  American  cause. 

By  order :  ly    r^  rM    ■ 

•'  K.  LonDELi.,  (Jiairman. 


MARYLAND  CONVEXTION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Delegates  appointed  by  the  several 
Counties  of  the  Province  of  Maryland,  held  at  Aimajio- 
lls,  on  Wednesday,  the  'i6th  day  of  ./»/y,  \"T);  were  pre- 
sent : 

For  St.  ;Mary's  County:  Jolin  Recdcr,  Jun.,  Richard 
Barnes,  Jeremiah  Jordan. 

Charles  County:  IVm.  Smallwood,  Robert  T.  Ilooe, 
John  11.  Stone,  Daniel  Jenifer,  William  Harrison, 
Samuel  Hanson,  Jun. 

Calvert  County  :  Edicard.  Gantt,  Samuel  Chew,  Ed- 
ward Reynolds,  Benjamin  Markull,  ■1th. 

Prince  George's  County:  Oshorn  Sprigs-,  Benjamin 
Hall,  Thomas  Gantt,  Junior,  George  Lee,  Thomas 
Contee,  Robert  Tyler,  Colonel  Joshua  Beall,  John 
Coniee,  William  Bowie. 

Anne  Arundel  County  :  Samuel  Chase,  Thomas  John- 
son, John  Hall,  Dr.  Ephraim  Howard,  Charles  Car- 
roll, Barrister,  Charlrs  Carroll,  of  CarroUton,  Thomas 
Dorsey,  Thomas  Tlllard,  John  Dorscy. 

Baltimore  County  :    Charles  Ridnr-ely,  Son    of   John, 


Benjamin  yicholsoii.  William  Buchanan,  Jercmlali  T. 

Chase,  John  Cradock. 
Frederick  County:  Henry  Griffith,   Charles  Bcatty, 

Baker  Johison,  Richard  Brooke,  Jacob  Funk,  John 

Hanson,  Jr.,  (,"ol.  Samuel  Bcall,  Wm.  Dcaklns,  Jr. 
Harford  County:  Richard  Dallam,  Sa7niul  Durham. 
Cecil  County:  John  T'cazcy,  Hon.,  Joseph  Gilpin,  Joh7i 

D.  Thompson,  John  Cot,  Fetcr  Lawson. 
Ke.nt  County  :    William  Ringgold,  Col.  Richard  Lloyd, 

Thomas  Smyth,  Joseph  Earlc,  Thomas  B.  Hands. 
(JuEEN  Anne's  County:    Tarlmtt  JVrlght,  James  Tllgh- 

man,  Thomas  fl right.  Dr.  John  Wallace. 
Tai.kot    County  :    Matthew    Tllghman,   James    Lloyd 

Chambcrlalne,  yicholas  Thomas,  Col.  Edward  Lloyd, 

William  Hlndman.  Richard  Tllghman,  James  Benson. 
DiiHCHESTER    CouNTY:     Robcrt     G oldsborough,    James 

Murray. 
Caroline  Chuntv:   Xathanlrl  Potter,  Joshua    Clarke. 

Fetcr  Adams.  Richard  Mason. 
Somerset    ('ounty:     Wllllnm     Ji'atcrs.    Josiah     Folk, 

George  Dashiell.  John  Steward. 
Worcester  County  :   Samuel  Adams. 
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Tlie  Honourable  Molthcw  Tilghman,  Esq.,  was  chosen 
Chairman,  and  Gabriel  JJuvaJl  appointed  Clerk. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

TliurHlay,  July  i}7,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Thomas  Bond  and  Samuel  Ashmcad  a\^'^c^xeA  for  Har- 
ford County. 

Colonel  Henry  Hooper,  Captain  Thomas  Ennals,  and 
liobcrt  Harrison,  for  Dorchester  County. 

William  Paca  and  Bezin  Hammond,  for  Anne  Arun- 
del County. 

Thomas  Binggold,  for  Kent  County. 

James  Hollyday  and  John  Broivn,  for  i^ucen  Anne's 
County. 

Walter  Boivic,  Dr.  Bichard  Brooke,  and  David  Crau- 
ford,  for  Prince  George's  County. 

Thomas  Harrison,  for  Baltimore  County. 

Thomas  Stone  and  Johyi  Dent,  for  ('harks  County. 

Dr.  Thomas  Sprigg  fl'ootton  and  Thomas  Cramphin, 
Jan.,  for  Frederick  County. 

Francis  Baker,  for  Talbot  County. 

Bcsolved,  That  the  Rules  observed  at  the  last  Conven- 
tion, be  observed  by  the  present  Convention. 

On  motion,  Bcsolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  consider  of  the  ways  and  means  to  put  this  Province  into 
the  best  state  of  defence,  and  report  their  opinion  to  this 
Convention,  and  that  the  same  consist  of  nine  gentlemen. 

Bcsolved,  Tliat  the  Honourable  Matthciv  Tilghman, 
Thomas  Johnson,  Samuel  Chase,  Bobcrt  Goldsborough, 
William  Paca,  Thomas  Stone,  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister, 
Charles  Carroll,  of  Carroilton,  and  James  Hollyday,  Es- 
quires, be  a  Committee  for  the  above  pnri)ose. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten 
o'clock. 

Friday,  July  28,  1775. 

I^Iet  according  to  adjournment. 

Benedict  Edward  Hall,  John  Bcall  Howard,  Francis 
Holland,  and  Benjamin  Bumsey,  appeared  ibr  Harford 
County. 

Dr.  William  Mollcston  and  Benson  Stainton,  for  Caro- 
line County. 

Nathaniel  Bamsay  and  JVillium  Bumsey,  for  Cecil 
County. 

Josias  Beall,  for  Prince  George's  County. 

Alexander  Somervitle,  for  Calvert  County. 

Brice  Thomas  Bealc  Worthington,  for  Anne  Arundel 
County. 

The  Petition  of  Patrick  Graham,  of  Charles  County, 
Tailor,  praying  a  "remission  of  the  sentence  of  the  Coni- 
mittee  of  Charles  County,  and  that  he  might  be  restored 
to  the  privileges  of  a  citizen,"  being  read  and  considered  : 
It  is  thereupon, 

Bcsolved,  That  the  said  Patrick  Graham,  be  allowed 
to  exercise  his  former  trade  of  a  Tailor,  and  that  he  also 
be  permitted  to  buy  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for 
the  use  of  liis  family;  and  that  the  said  Patrick  Graham 
be  allowetl  and  permitted  to  collect  and  receive  all  just 
debts  due  to  him,  and  that  all  persons  be  permitted  to 
employ  the  said  Patrick  Graham  as  a  Tailor,  and  to  sell 
him  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  his  family;  but 
that  the  said  Patrick  Graham  be  not  allowed  to  carry  on 
any  traffick  or  merchandise,  until  it  be  otherwise  resolved 
by  this  or  some  future  Convention.   (i\o.  1.) 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 


Saturday,  July  29,  1775. 

Slet  according  to  adjournment. 

Darby  Lux  appeared  for  Baltimore  County. 

Stephen  West,  for  Prince  George's  County. 

Matthias  Hammond,  for  An7ie  Arundel  County. 

John  Allen  Thomas,  for  St.  Mary's  County. 

On  motion,  Besolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of  establishing  a  i\Ianu- 
factory  of  Arms  in  this  Province,  and  the  expense  and 
best  mode  to  carry  the  same  into  execution  ;  and  that 
Charles  Beatty,  Stephen  West,  Jeremiah  Townley  Chase, 


James  Murray,  William  Buchanan,  John  Hanson,  and 
William  Deakins,  be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

The  Petitions  of  .Tohn  Bailley  and  Alexander  Ogg, 
were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
(No.  2  and  .3.) 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  Monday  morning,  ten 
o'clock. 

Monday,  July  31,  1775. 

Rlet  according  to  adjournment. 

Bichard  Tilghman  Earlc  appeared  for  (^ueen  Anne's 
County. 

Ignatiiis  Wheeler,  Junior,  and  William  Webb,  for  Har- 
ford County. 

Joseph  Nicholson,  Junior,  for  Kent  County. 

James  Maccomas,  for  Harford  County. 

This  Convention  being  informed  that  a  Brig  of  Christo- 
pher Lowndes',  of  Prince  George's  County,  lately  cleared 
out  from  this  Province  for  Barbadoes,  was  seized  and  car- 
ried into  Boston  by  some  oflicer  or  officers  of  His  Majes- 
ty's Ships-of-War  stationed  there,  and  considering  it  as  a 
matter  of  the  last  importance,  that  the  truth  of  tliis  fact 
be  inquired  into  and  known,  do  recommend  it  to  the  Gen- 
eral Committees  of  Observation  for  Prince  George's 
County  immediately  to  call  before  them  all  witnesses  who 
may  have  any  knowledge  of  the  said  transaction,  and  also 
to  summon  the  said  Christopher  Lowndes  to  appear  before 
the  said  Committee,  bringing  with  him  all  papers  relative 
to  the  said  vessel,  and  in  particular  a  letter  said  to  have 
been  wrote  to  him  by  Henry  Lloyd,  of  Boston,  concern- 
ing the  same  vessel,  and  pass  judgment  whether  any  collu- 
sion has  been  committed  or  not;  and  if  the  said  Committee 
shall  adjudge  that  there  has  been  any  collusion,  that  in  such 
case  the  person  or  persons  guilty  thereof  be  sent  with  the 
judgment  and  evidence  to  this  Convention,  or  in  their 
recess  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  hereafter  to  be  appointed. 
(No.  3.)     Signed  by  order  of  the  Convention : 

Mat.  Tilghm.\n,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  Bcsolved,  That  the  value  of  £5,900,  com- 
mon money,  be  borrowed  on  the  credit  of  this  Convention, 
to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  forty-eight  tons  of  Lead, 
one  hundred  Pounds  value  in  Gun  Flints,  two  tons  of  Can- 
non Powder,  and  the  residue  of  the  said  sum  in  Musketry 
Powder,  for  the  use  of  this  Province,  to  be  repaid  out  of 
the  first  Notes  of  Credit  to  be  issued  by  this  Convention. 

Bcsolved,  That  Bobcrt  Townscnd  Hooe,  Thomas  Bing- 
gold, and  James  Lloyd  Chambcrlaine,  be  a  Committeeto 
lay  out  the  said  Money. 

Bcsolved,  That  the  lenders  of  the  said  IMoney,  when 
the  same  shall  be  lent  in  Bills  of  Exchange,  be  paid  by 
the  Tieasurer,  to  be  appointed,  out  of  the  Notes  of  Credit 
to  be  issued,  at  such  exchange,  not  less  than  at  the  rate  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  in  Dollars,  at  seven  Shil- 
lings and  six  Pence  each,  for  one  hundred  Pounds  sterling, 
as  shall  be  agreed  on  between  the  lenders  respectively  and 
the  said  Treasurer. 

And  if  they  cannot  agree  on  the  exchange,  that  then 
the  Treasurer  shall,  with  the  said  Notes  of  Credit,  purchase 
good  London  Bills  of  Exchange,  payable  at  same  sight  as 
expressed  in  the  receipts  given  to  the  respective  lenders, 
and  pay  the  same  to  the  lenders ;  and  that  the  publick 
Treasurer  endorse  and  be  answeiable,  on  behalf  of  the 
Province,  for  the  payment  of  such  Bills  of  Exchange. 

Bcsolved,  That  the  Bills  of  Exchange  borrowed  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  be  drawn  or  endorsed  payable  to  the 
said  Bobcrt  Townscnd  Hooc,  Thomas  Binggold,  and 
James  Lloyd  Chambcrlaine,  or  some  one  of  them,  and 
that  their  or  any  of  their  receipts  for  the  Money  or  Bills 
so  lent,  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  Treasurer's 
payment  of  the  ]\Ioney  advanced. 

Bcsolved,  That  the  said  Bobcrt  Toivnsend  Hooc, 
Thomas  Binggold,  and  James  Lloyd  Chamberlainc,  be 
indemnified  for  their  endorsements  of  the  said  Bills  of  Ex- 
change, as  well  as  any  loss  they  may  sustain  by  negotiating 
the  said  business  with  which  they  are  entrusted,  or  any 
expense  they  may  be  at  therein. 

A  Letter  from  the  Virginia  Convention,  with  a  Resolve 
of  said  Convention  therein  enclosed,  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.     (No.  1.) 
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Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  Letter  and  Resolve  be  taken 
into  consideration  early  to-morrow  niorninj;. 
f 'onvention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  nioruing,  eight  o'cloci^. 

Tuesday,  Au^^ust  1,  1775. 

3Ic't  according  to  adjournment. 

John  Slcvcns  a|)|)eare(l  for  Caroline  County. 

John  Moulc,  for  Baltimore  County. 

Thomas  Sim  Lcc  and  John  Rogers,  for  I'rince  Gcorgc':> 
County. 

Solomon  II  right,  lor  (-^ttetn  Anne's  County. 

H^illiam  Hopper,  lor  Caroline  County. 

Peter  Chaillie,  for  llorccster  County. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  any  person  or  persons  who 
siiall  hereafter  import  into  this  Province  any  Arms  or  Am- 
munition, shall  be  at  liberty  to  sell  the  same  to  the  inhabi- 
tants for  any  price  they  can  agree  for. 

Ordered,  That  the'  Hon.  31atlhcw  Tilghmnn,  Thomas 
Johnson,  Junior,  Samuel  Chase,  Itilliam  I'aca,  Robert 
(ioldshorough,  John  Hall,  and  Thomas  Stone,  Esquires, 
be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  the  Convention  of 
flrginia,  assigning  the  reasons  why  this  Convention  will 
not  accede  to  their  Resolution. 

The  Conniiittee  ])repared  the  following  Letter,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Convention,  Annapolis,  ) 
August  I,  1775.       ^ 

Gentlemen  :  The  resolution  of  your  Convention,  that 
no  Flour,  AV'heat,  or  other  Grain,  or  Provisions  of  any 
kind,  should  be  exported  from  your  Colony  to  any  part  of 
the  world,  after  the  fifth  day  oi'  Atigast,  came  to  hand  by 
your  express  yesterday  afternoon.  The  Delegates  from 
this  Province  liave  communicated  to  this  Convention,  that 
the  utility  and  propriety  of  slopping  exports  had  been  fully 
considered  by  the  Congress,  and  that  they  had  not  thought 
proper  to  stop  the  exports  before  the  tenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber. We  have  received  information  that  the  Congress 
intends  to  adjourn  the  beginning  of  this  week,  so  that 
tliis  subject  cannot  again  be  brouglit  before  them.  This 
('onvention,  on  mature  consideration,  do  not  see  that  the 
advantages  to  the  common  cause,  by  an  immediate  stop- 
page of  the  export  of  provisions,  could  equal  the  incon- 
veniences and  distresses  of  individuals  which  would  cer- 
tainly be  occasioned  thereby,  nor  that  any  distress  could  be 
brought  on  the  common  enemy  by  our  coming  into  your 
resolution,  without  the  accession  of  the  Colonies  o[  Penn- 
sylvania and  New-York,  which  cannot  be  brought  about 
sooner  than  the  tenth  of  September,  as  the  Convention  of 
yew-York  will  probably  rise  about  the  same  time  as  the 
Congress;  and  the  Assembly  o(  Pennsylva7iia  hath  alread\' 
adjourned.  For  these  reasons  we  have  unanimously  re- 
solved not  to  prohibit  exports  before  that  day. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants, 
By  order  of  the  Convention  : 

iMvTTHEW  TiLGHMAN,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  T'irginia. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  August  2,  1775. 
Mel  according  to  adjournment. 
John  H'atcrs  appeared  I'ov  Somerset  County. 
On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  si'ven  mem- 
bers of  this  ('onvention  be  apjjointed  to  consider  of  a  pro- 
))cr  mode  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Province  being  harassed  with  suits  at  law,  and  for  laying 
such  restriction  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Courts  of  Law 
as  may  be  necessary  and  expedient  in  the  present  circum- 
stances   of  this    Province ;    and    that    John    Hall,    John 
Rogers,  .fames    Tilghmnn,   Thomas  Bedingficld  Hands, 
Nicholas  Thomas,  Joseph  Earle,  and  Jeremiah  Townlcy 
Chase,  be  a  Committee  for  the  above  purpose. 
Ililliam  Hojjpcr  appeared  for  Caroline  County. 
The  Petition  of  Archibald  Campbell  and  IVilliam  Lil- 
burn  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.     (No.  .5.) 

fVaher  Tilley,  .Junior,  and  James  Gittings  appeared  for 
Baltimore  County. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to  morrow  luorning,  eleven 
o'clock. 


Tliursday,  August  3,  1775. 

]\Iet  according  to  adjournment. 

ZudockPurnell  and  William  Morris  appeared  for  fVor- 
cesler  County. 

Upon  reading  the  Petition  of  Archibald  Campbell  and 
Jf'illiam  Lilburn.  and  considering  the  Resolution  of  the 
Committee  of  Saint  Mary's  (.'ounty  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Archibald  Campbell  and  Ji'il- 
liam  Lilburn  have  not  yet  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the 
Resolve  of  the  late  Convention,  and  therefore  that  no 
further  proceedings  be  had  against  them. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  James  Christie,  Jun., 
o{  Baltimore  Town,  attend  this  Convention  on  Saturday 
next,  to  answer  a  complaint  exhibited  against  hira  before 
the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County,  and 
referred  by  the  Continental  Congress  to  this  Convention 
for  their  determination.   (No.  6.) 

Colonel  Richard  Lloyd  and  Doctor  Richard  Brooke 
have  leave  of  absence. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  an  alteration  be  made  in 
the  Resolve  of  the  December  Convention,  relative  to  the 
killing  of  Lamb. 

Resolved,  That  the  Resolution  of  this  Province,  "  that 
no  person  ought  to  kill  Lamb,  dropt  before  the  first  day  of 
3Iay  yearly,  or  other  Sheep,  after  the  first  day  oi  January 
then  next,  under  four  years  of  age,"  be  repealed  so  far  as 
relates  to  killing  of  Lamb  ;  but  it  is  earnestly  recommend- 
ed that  the  C'ontinental  Resolve  respecting  the  killing  of 
Sheep  be  most  stricti}"  observed. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  August  4,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Jacob  Funk,  has  leave  of  absence. 

Robert  Altiandcr  and  Charles  Ridgely,  son  of  IVilliam, 
appeared  for  Baltimore  County. 

Philip  Richard  Fendall,  for  Charles  County. 

IVilliam  Richardson  and  Henry  Dickinson,  for  Caroline 
County. 

Upton  Sheredine,  for  Frederick  County. 

A  copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Caroline  County,  dated  August  2d,  177-5,  were 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  (No.  7.) 

INIr.  Gittings  and  Mr.  Turbutt  Wright  have  leave  of 
absence. 

It  being  represented  to  this  Convention  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Neale  is  prosecuting  a  scheme  for  importing  about  two 
hundred  barrels  of  Powder,  and  that  he  is  willing  to  dis- 
pose of  the  same  to  the  publick  on  its  arrival,  at  the  rate  of 
sixteen  Pounds,  common  money,  per  hundred  : 

Resolved,  That  on  the  delivery  of  two  hundred  barrels 
of  Gunpowder,  or  any  less  quantity,  by  the  said  IVilliam 
Neale,  lie  be  paid  therefor  at  the  said  rate,  out  of  the  Bills 
of  Credit  to  be  issued  by  this  Convention:  and  further, 
that  if  the  said  JVilliam  Neale  will  import  and  deliver 
good  and  substantial  Muskets,  Bayonets  and  Accoutre- 
ments, for  arming  any  number,  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
Soldiers,  then  on  the  defuery  of  them  he  shall  be  paid  a 
generous  price  therefor,  out  of  the  said  Bills  of  Credit. 

Jiesolved,  That  this  Convention  will  replace  any  Arms, 
Powiler,  or  Lead,  that  may  be  delivered  to  the  order  of 
Messrs.  Samuel  Purviancc,  Jun.,  JVilliam  Smith  and  David 
SlLicart,  or  any  two  of  them,  by  the  peojile  o{  Bermuda, 
or  will  pay  the  just  and  fiiU  value  thereof  at  farthest,  as 
soon  as  America  shall  be  in  a  settled  state. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  persons  will  lend  and  advance  to 
the  jjiiblick  any  sums  of  Money,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
four  thousand  Pounds,  common  money,  and  pay  the  same 
into  the  hands  of  Messrs.  I'urviance,  Smith  and  Steicart, 
to  be  liv  them  laid  out  in  the  purchase  and  importation  of 
(innpowder  and  good  substantial  Muskets,  Bayonets  and 
Accoutrements  for  soldiers,  for  the  use  of  this  Province, 
the  lenders  shall  be  repaid  their  IMoney  out  of  the  Bills  of 
Credit  to  be  issued  ;  or  if  Bills  of  Exchange  shall  he  lent, 
then  the  same  shall  be  repaid  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
other  loans  of  Bills  of  Exchange  to  this  (,'onvention. 

The  Petition  of  Richard  Henderson  of  Bladensbunrh, 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
(No.  8.) 
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Turbutt  Wright  and  Walter  Tollcy  have  leave  of  ab- 
sence. 

On  reading  and  considering  tlie  Petition  of  Richard 
Henderson,  of  Bladensburgh,  setting  forth  iiis  apprehen- 
sions that  some  people  of  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place, 
if  not  advised  to  the  contrary  by  tliis  Convention,  may  do 
violence  to  his  person  or  property  on  account  of  his  be- 
coming security  for  the  appearance  of  George  Mwiro, 
who  hath  absconded,  it  is  resolved  to  be  the  sense  of  this 
C/onvention,  that  all  persons  refrain  from  all  manner  of 
violence  to  the  said  Richard  Henderson  and  his  property, 
on  the  occasion  before  mentioned,  and  that  the  Committee 
of  Observation  for  Prince  George''s  County  are  hereby 
empowered  to  determine  and  certify  to  this  Convention, 
whether  the  said  Richard  Henderson  did  collude  with  or 
in  any  manner  promote  the  said  George  Munro  in  his  said 
escape,  on  which  this  Convention  will  take  order  therein. 

And  this  Convention  strongly  impressed  with  an  idea  of 
the  confusion  and  disorder  which  must  inevitably  ensue, 
and  the  disunion  which  must  necessarily  follow  from  the 
people  at  large  being  collected  and  inflicting  punishments 
before  a  cool  and  temperate  investigation  of  the  case;  and 
consequently  the  injury  which  may  be  thereby  done  to  the 
common  cause  of  liberty,  confide,  that  the  virtue  of  the 
)>eople,  and  their  attachment  to  the  liberties  of  America, 
will  guard  them  against  a  commission  of  tJie  excess  appre- 
hended. 
Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  eighto'clock. 

Saturday,  Au^just  5,  ITTj, 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Jonas  Beall,  Mr.  Walter  Bowie,  and  Col.  Samuel 
Benll,  liave  leave  of  absence. 

Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  JVootton,  Mr.  Thomas  Rinix'jold,  and 
i\Ir.  Richard  Brooke,  have  leave  of  absence  till  Monday 
next. 

The  Memorial  of  James  Christie,  Jun.,  of  Baltimore 
Town,  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  (No.  9.) 

Convention  adjourns  till  Monday,  twelve  o'clock. 

Monday,  Aufjust  7,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Gustavus  Scott  appeared  for  Somerset  County. 

The  Memorial  of  James  Christie,  Jun.,  of  Baltimore 
Town,  was  read,  (No.  9,)  and  upon  reading  the  Letter  of 
the  said  James  Christie,  therein  referred  to,  dated  the  '2-2d 
of  February,  1775,  to  Gabriel  Christie,  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel of  the  Sixtieth  Regiment,  in  wl)ich  the  said  Christie 
represented  the  inhabitants  of  that  Town  as  concerned  in 
measures,  in  his  opinion,  treasonable  and  rebellious,  and 
that  a  number  of  soldiers  would  keep  them  very  quiet, 
the  same  was  considered  by  this  Convention  ;  and  there- 
upon it  is. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Christie,  by  the  said 
Letter,  hath  manifested  a  spirit  and  principle  altogether  in- 
imical to  the  rights  and  liberties  o(  America ;  that  the  said 
James  Christie,  by  intimating  the  necessity  of  introducing 
a  military  force  into  this  Province,  has  manifested  an  in- 
veterate enmity  to  the  liberties  of  this  Province  in  particu- 
lar, and  o( British  America  in  general. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Christie  is, 
and  ought  to  be  considered  as  an  enemy  to  America,  and 
that  no  person  trade,  deal,  or  barter  with  him  hereafter, 
unless  for  necessaries  and  provisions,  or  for  the  sale  or  pur- 
cJiaseofany  part  of  his  real  or  personal  estate,  of  which 
he  may  at  this  time  be  seized  or  possessed. 

Resolved,  That  no  punishment  be  inflicted  on  the  said 
James  Christie,  other  than  what  is  now  directed  by  this 
Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Christie  deposite  in  the 
hands  of  this  Convention,  or  into  the  hands  of  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  they  shall  appoint,  the  sum  of  Five 
Hundred  Pounds  sterling,  to  be  expended  occasionally 
towards  his  proportion  ot  all  charges  and  expenses  in- 
curred, or  to  be  incurred,  for  the  defence  of  America 
during  the  present  contest  with  Great  Britain,  the  over- 
plus, if  any,  after  a  reconciliation  shall  happily  be  effected, 
to  be  returned  to  the  said  James  Christie. 


Resolved,  That  the  Five  Hundred  Pounds  sterling  is  to 
be  good  in  sterling  or  other  money  at  par;  that  the  Reso- 
lutions of  the  Committee  o{  Baltimore  County  are,  by  the 
determinations  of  this  Convention  superseded  ;  and  that 
therefore  the  said  James  Christie  may  negotiate  his  bills 
of  exchange,  and  that  he  may  assign,  or  he  or  any  person 
for  him  may  collect  the  debts  due  to  him  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  persons  may  negotiate  their  bills  of  ex- 
change, or  assign  or  collect  their  debts. 

_  The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten 
o'clock. 


T,K.sd.ny,Anff„stb,  1775. 

i\let  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Five  Hundred  Pounds 
sterling  to  be  deposited  by  James  Christie,  be  paid  into 
the  hands  of  iMr.  Thomas  Harwood. 

Ordered,  That  the  Resolutions  respecting  Mr.  Christie 
be  published  in  the  next  Gazette,  and  that  the  ( 'lerk  fur- 
nish the  Printer  with  a  copy  thereof. 

Joseph  Sim  appeared  for  Prince  George's  ('ounty. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morninn;,  ten 
o'clock. 


IMet  according  to  adjournment. 


cs,lr,y,  Auff., 


Thomas  Cranqjhin  and  John  Cradock  have  leave  of 
absence. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  ways  and 
means  to  put  this  Province  into  the  best  state  of  defence, 
bring  in  their  Report,  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Charles  Beatty  has  leave  of  absence. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 

Tlmrfdny,  August  10,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

William  Currier  and  Charles  Ramsey  appeared  for 
Ccf(/ County. 

John  Dent  has  leave  of  absence. 

Tlie  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morninff,  six 
o'clock. 

Friday,  August  11,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  overplus  of  Money  sub- 
scribed by  this  Convention,  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
Arms  by  Messrs.  Robert  Townsend  Hooe,  Thomas  Rins;- 
gold,  and  James  Lloyd  Chamberlaine. 

Peter  Chaillc  has  leave  of  absence. 

A  Letter  from  Messrs.  William  Lnv  and  Matthew 
Ridley  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  (No.  10.) 

On  reading  and  considering  the  .Alemorial  of  Messrs. 
Luc  and  Ridley,  o(  Baltimore  Town,  Merchants,  relative 
to  the  Brig  jS'ancy,  Captain  Sims  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  .Memorial  be 
granted,  on  proof  of  the  allegations  therein  being  made  to 
the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  Countv,  who 
are  hereby  empowered  to  examine  and  take  the  said'proof ; 
and  if  the  said  vessel  shall  not  be  reladen,  and  depart  be- 
fore the  10th  day  of  Scjitember  next,  then  oath  to  be  made 
before  her  departure  by  the  Captain  and  Mate,  that  no 
Commodities,  Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandise  is,  or  shall 
be  laden  on  board  for  exportation,  other  than  such  as  shall 
have  been  laden  on  board  as  part  of  her  cargo  before  the 
said  10th  day  of  September,  and  shall  have  been  relanded. 
The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  .seven 
o'clock. 

Saturday,  August  13,  1775, 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

JNIr.  Josias  Beall  and  Thomas  Ringgold  have  leave  of 
absence. 

The  Petition  of  John  Baillie,  was  read  a  second  time 
and  rejected. 
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On  a  second  reading  of  the  Representation  from  the 
Coinniittee  for  Caroline  County,  relative  to  John  Hilliams, 

liesolved,  Tiiat  tiie  Coniiiiitlce  for  Caroline  County 
take  from  John  Ifilliams  sufficient  security  as  to  his  future 
beiiaviour,  and  di-charye  liim  from  furtiier  confinement, 
upon  his  paying  tiie  expenses  of  his  imprisonment,  to  be 
ascertained  br  tiie  said  Cotnmiltee,  and  I  hat  in  case  of  his 
future  misbehaviour,  they  proceed  witli  hiui  according  to 
the  Resolves  of  tiiis  (Convention. 

The  Petition  of  Alexander  0,i;<:,  of  Calvert  County, 
U"as  read  a  second  time,  and  granted. 
Convention  adjourns  uWMonilay  rnornin^',  seven  o'clock. 


iMondi.y,  Au.;nbt  U,  177 j. 

I\Iet  according  to  adjom-nmcnt. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rules  and  Regulations  established 
by  the  Continental  Congress  for  the  government  of  the 
Continental  Army,  be  published  with  the  Proceedings  of 
this  (.'onvention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Gentlemen  appointed  to  receive 
Moneys  for  the  purchase  of  Arms  and  Ammunition,  return 
a  list  thereof  to  llie  Treasurer  of  each  Shoie. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  each  Shore  pay  the 
sums  of  Aioney  advanced  agreeable  to  sucli  list,  to  the 
residents  of  their  respective  Shores. 

Ordered,  That  out  of  the  publick  Arms  in  possession 
of  Colonels  Joshua  Beall,  Richard  Lloyd,  Edward  Lloijd, 
and  llcnnj  Hooper,  a  quantity  of  Arms  with  a  proportion 
of  f^cad  and  Ammunition  sufficient  for  a  Company,  be  by 
them  delivered  to  such  Captain  of  Minute-men,  as  the 
Council  of  Safety  shall  direct. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  practica- 
bility of  establishing  a  Manufactory  of  Aims  in  this  Pro- 
vince, and  the  expense  and  best  mode  to  carry  the  same  into 
execution,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  for  consideration  to  the  next 
Provincial  Convention.    (l\o.  12.) 

Besohed  imanimouslij.  That  llie  following  Association 
be  signed  by  the  IMembcrs  of  this  Convention,  and  by  all 
other  the  Freemen  of  this  Province.    (Ao.  KJ.) 

Association  of  the  Freemen  of  Makyland,  Jlly  26, 1775. 

The  long  premeditated,  and  now  avowed  design  of  the 
British  Government  to  raise  a  revenue  from  the  property 
of  the  Colonists,  without  their  consent,  on  the  gift,  grant, 
and  disposition  of  the  Commons  oi  Great  Britain;  the 
arbitrary  and  vindictive  statutes  passed  under  colour  of  pun- 
isliing  a  riot,  to  subdue  by  military  force  and  by  famine  the 
Massachusetts-Bay;  the  unlimited  power  assumed  by  Par- 
liament to  alter  the  Charter  of  that  Province,  and  ilic  Con- 
stitutions of  all  the  Colonies,  thereby  destroying  the  essen- 
tial securities  of  the  lives,  liberties  and  ]n'oiierties  of  the 
Colonists;  the  commencement  of  hostilities  by  the  Minis- 
terial forces,  and  the  cruel  prosecution  of  the  war  against 
the  people  of  the  Rlassachusctls-Baij,  followed  by  General 
Gage's  Proclamation,  declaring  almost  the  whole  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonics,  by  name  or  description, 
rebels  and  traitors;  are  sufficient  causes  to  arm  a  free 
People  in  defence  of  their  liberty, -and  to  justify  resistance, 
no  longer  dictated  by  prudence  merely,  but  by  necessity, 
and  leave  no  alternative  but  base  submission,  or  manly 
opposition  to  uncontrollable  tyranny.  Tlie  Congress  chose 
the  latter;  and  for  the  express  i)ur|)ose  of  securing  and  de- 
fending the  United  Colonies,  and  preservinir  them  in  safety 
against  all  attempts  to  carry  the  above  mentioned  Acts  into 
execution  by  force  of  arms,  resolved  that  the  said  Colo- 
nies be  immediately  put  into  a  state  of  defence ;  and  now 
support,  at  the  joint  expense,  an  Army  to  restrain  the 
further  violence,  and  repel  the  future  attacks,  of  a  disap- 
pointed and  exasperated  enemy. 

We,  therefore,  inhabitants  of  tlic  Province  of  Maryland, 
firmly  persuaded  that  it  is  necessary  and  justifiable  to  repel 
force  by  force,  do  approve  of  the  opposition  by  arms  to  the 
British  Troops  employed  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  late 
acts  and  statutes  of  the  British  Parliament,  for  raising  a 
revenue  in  America,  and  altering  and  changing  the  Charter 
and  Constitution  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  for  de- 
stroying the  essential  securities  for  the  lives,  liberties  and 
properties  of  the  subjects  in  the  United  Colonies.     And  we 


do  unite  and  associate  as  one  band,  and  firmly  and  solemn- 
ly engage  and  pledge  ourselves  to  each  other,  and  to  Ame- 
rica, that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  promote 
and  support  the  present  opposition  carrying  on,  as  well  by 
arms,  as  by  the  Continental  Association,  restraining  our 
commerce. 

And  as  in  these  times  of  publick  danger,  and  until  a 
reconciliation  witli  Great  Britain  on  constitutional  princi- 
ples is  effected,  (an  event  we  most  ardently  wish  may  soon 
take  place,)  the  energy  of  Government  may  be  greatly  im- 
paired, so  that  even  zeal  unrestrained  may  be  productive  of 
anarchy  and  confusion  ;  we  do,  in  like  manner,  unite,  asso- 
ciate and  solemnly  engage  in  maintenance  of  good  order 
and  the  publick  peace,  to  support  the  civil  power  in  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws,  so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
]iresent  plan  of  opposition,  and  to  defend  with  our  utmost 
])ower  all  persons  from  every  species  of  outrage  to  them- 
selves or  their  property,  and  to  ])revent  any  punishment 
from  being  infiicted  on  any  oflenders,  other  than  such  as 
shall  be  adjudged  by  the  Civil  Magistrate,  the  Continental 
Congress,  our  Convention,  Council  of  Safety,  or  Commit- 
tees of  Observation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Conmiittees  of  Observation  in  every 
County,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  appoint  persons 
in  (^ach  Parish  or  Hundred  to  offer  or  carry  the  said  Asso- 
ciation to  all  freemen  resident  within  their  County,  (the 
Iiouseliold  of  his  Excellency  the  Governour  excepted,)  and 
require  their  subscription  to  the  same;  which  Associations, 
when  subscribed,  shall  be  returned  by  the  Committees  to 
the  Convention.  And  in  case  any  freeman  within  their 
County  shall  not  subscribe,  upon  application  or  within  ten 
days  thereafter,  his  name  shall  be  returned  by  the  said 
Committee  to  the  next  Convention,  to  tlie  end  that  the 
Convention  may  take  order  therein. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Re- 
port read  on  Wednesday  last,  which  was  debated  by  para- 
graphs, several  amendments  made,  and  the  following  parts 
agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  forty  C'om]iaiiies  of  Minute-Men 
enrolled  in  this  Province  as  soon  as  may  be,  each  of  which 
Companies  to  consist  of  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one 
Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals, one  Druimiier,  one 
Filer,  and  sixty-eight  Privates;  and  that  the  said  forty 
Companies  be  enrolled  in  the  Counties  and  proportions 
following,  to  wit : 

In  IVorccslcr  one,  Somerset  one,  Dorchester  two,  Talbot 
one,  Caroline  one,  Quec«  Anne's  two,  Kent  one,  Cecil  two, 
.SV.  Mary's  two.  Calvert  one,  Charles  three.  Prince 
George's  three,  Anne  Arundel  four,  Baltimore  five,  Har- 
ford three,  Frederick  eight — 40. 

And  that  for  the  enrolment  of  every  such  Company,  a 
proper  person  be  appointed  by  the  Committee  of  each  re- 
spective County,  to  enlist  a  suflicient  number  of  men  who 
shall  v()lunt;irily  offer  themselves,  to  make  up  the  JNon-coin- 
missioned  Officers  and  Privates  of  each  of  the  said  Com- 
panies, for  their  respective  County ;  in  the  enrolment  of 
whom  care  shall  be  had  that  the  men  be  strong  and 
eli'ectivc,  and  live  as  convenient  as  may  be  for  their  fre- 
quent and  ready  assembling  and  exercising  together. 

That  the  ibrm  of  the  enrolment  of  Minute-Men  be  as 
follows,  to  wit:  "We,  whose  names  are  subscribed,  do 
hereby  enrol  ourselves  into  a  Company  of  iMinute-Men 

for County,  agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  of  the 

Pi-ovincial  Convention  held  at  Annapolis  the  26th  day  of 
July,  177.5,  to  continue  such  until  the  1st  day  of  March 
next,  and  engage  that  we  will  respectively  march  to  such 
])lacos,  either  in  this  or  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  and  at 
such  times  as  we  shall  be  commanded  by  tlie  Convention, 
or  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  Province,  or  by  our  Officers 
ill  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  said  Convention  or  Coun- 
cil ;  and  that  we  will  respectively  fight  with  and  employ 
the  arms  wherewith  we  are  entrusted  for  the  preservation 
o(  American  liberty,  against  whomsoever  we  shall  be  com- 
manded, hv  such  authority  as  aforesaid,  with  our  wliole 

])0W('r.     Witness  our  hands  this day  of 

1775." 

That  each  Company  as  soon  as  enrolled  and  reviewed 
and  allowed  by  the  Committee  of  their  County,  or  by  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  be  appointed  by  such  Committee 
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for  that  purpose,  shall  elect  and  choose  their  proper  Officers, 
by  ballot,  wiio  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the 
Delegates  of  this  Province  sitting  in  Convention,  or  at  any 
time  when  they  are  not  sitting  in  Convention  by  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  in  the  name  of  the  Convention. 

That  the  said  Companies  in  Frederick  County  compose 
one  Battalion ;  those  in  Bahimorc  and  Harford  Counties 
jointly  another;  and  those  in  St.  Mary^s,  Charles  and 
Prince  George's  Counties  jointly  another;  and  that  to  each 
of  the  same  Battalions  there  be  one  Colonel,  one  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, two  i\Iajors,  one  Quartermaster,  and  one 
Adjutant,  appointed  and  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  by  the 
Convention  or  Council  of  Safety. 

That  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  the  Oflicers 
to  the  said  Battalions  on  the  Western  Shore  are  commis- 
sioned, eight  men  be  draughted  from  every  Company  of  the 
said  Battalions,  to  compose  one  Company  of  Light-lufanlry 
to  each  Battalion  ;  to  which  Com))any  the  Convention  or 
Council  of  Safety  shall,  as  aforesaid,  appoint  and  commis- 
sion one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  and  one  Ensign;  and  the 
Captain  of  each  Company  of  Light-Infantry  may  appoint 
non-commissioned  Officers  thereto. 

That  all  the  Ollicers  of  the  said  .Alinute-lMen  rank 
according  to  their  commissions  and  the  dates  of  )jriority 
thereof. 

That  the  Minute-Men  be  exercised  two  da\'s  in  every 
week,  and  that  for  one  of  those  days  each  of  the  Non-com- 
missioned Officers  and  Privates  be  allowed  two  shillings 
and  six  pence  common  money. 

That  each  of  the  said  Battalions  in  Frederick  and  Bal- 
timore and  Harford  Counties,  be  exercised  in  Battalion, 
at  such  convenient  times  and  places  as  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Field-Officers  of  the  respective  Battalion,  every  of 
which  times  being  accounted  as  one  of  the  two  days  of  ex- 
ercise. And  that  the  said  other  Companies  of  Minute-Men 
exercise  with  some  Battalion  of  Alilitia,  at  the  times  of 
their  being  exercised  in  Battalion,  in  their  respective  Coun- 
ty, and  as  to  this  purpose,  be  subject  to  the  commands  of 
the  Field-OiHcers  of  such  Battalion. 

That  until  other  arms  are  provided,  the  Minute-Men 
exercibC  with  their  own  firelocks  ;  but  that  as  soon  as  others 
can  be  provided  by  the  publick,  each  Colonel  have  deliver- 
ed to  him  firelocks  with  steel  ramrods  and  bayonets,  car- 
touch  boxes,  worms,  priming  wires  and  brushes  fitted  thereto, 
and  flints,  sufficient  for  his  Battalion;  and  he  shall  deliver 
to  each  Captain  in  his  Battalion  sufficient  for  his  Company, 
who  shall  deliver  and  distribute  the  same  to  his  Company  ; 
receipts  of  all  which  deliveries  shall  be  given,  the  men 
being  answerable  to  the  Captains,  the  Captains  to  the  Colo- 
nels, and  Colonels  to  the  Conventions,  for  the  return  of 
the  said  Arms  and  Accoutrements  in  good  order,  unless  pre- 
vented by  unavoidable  accidents. 

That  the  Companies  of  Minute-Men  not  so  joined  in 
Battalion,  be  armed  and  provided,  and  the  Captains  and 
men  of  those  Companies  responsible  for  the  return  of  the 
publick  Arms  and  Accoutrements,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  men  of  the  Battalions  are  to  be  armed  and  provided, 
and  their  Colonels,  and  they,  are  as  aforesaid  responsible. 

That  every  able-bodied  efi'ective  freeman  within  this 
Province,  between  sixteen  and  fifty  years  of  age,  (clergy- 
men of  all  denominations,  practising  ])hysicians,  the  house- 
hold of  his  Excellency  the  Governour,  Minute  and  Artillery 
Men,  and  such  persons  who  from  their  religious  principles 
cannot  bear  arms  in  anv  case,  excepted,)  as  soon  as  may 
be,  and  at  furthest  before  the  15th  day  of  Scplctnkr  next, 
shall  enrol  himself  in  some  Company  of  Militia,  in  the  fol- 
lowing form,  to  wit:  "We,  whose  names  are  subscribed,  do 
hereby  enrol  ourselves  into  a  Company  of  Militia,  agree- 
able to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Coincntion  held 
at  Annajjolis  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  July,  1775;  and  we 
do  promise  and  engage,  that  we  will  respectively  march  to 
sucii  places  within  this  Province,  and  at  such  times,  as  we 
shall  he  commanded  by  the  Convention  or  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  this  Province,  or  by  our  Officers  in  pursuance  of 
the  orders  of  the  said  Convention  or  Council,  and  there, 
with  our  whole  power  fight  against  whomsoever  wo  shall 
be  conuiianded,  by  such  authority  as  aforesaid.  Witness 
our  hands  this  ....  day  of  ,  ,  .  .   1775." 

That  each  Company  of  ftlilitia  consist  of  such  Officers 
a?  are  reconnnended  by  former  Resolutions  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and  of  about  sixty-eight  Privates. 


That  each  Company  already  formed,  if  it  now-  is,  or  be- 
fore the  15th  day  ol'  Sejjlcmber  next  shall  be  made  up  to 
fifty  Privates,  or  upwards,  and  shall  have  subscribed  the 
said  form  of  enrolment,  shall  confirm  their  election  of  Offi- 
cers already  made,  or  elect  others  in  their  stead,  by  ballot, 
as  they  shall  think  proper ;  and  that  Officers  be  so  chosen 
for  all  Companies  which  shall  be  hereafter  formed,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  said  former  resolves;  after  which  confirma- 
tions and  elections,  and  before  the  first  day  of  October  next, 
each  Captain  of  Militia  shall  transmit  a  roll  of  his  Company 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  which  shall  be  appointed 
for  his  County,  who  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  transmit  a 
memorandum  or  certificate  of  the  names  of  the  Captain, 
Lieutenants  and  Ensign,  and  of  the  numbers  of  Non-com- 
missioned Officers  and  Privates,  to  the  Council  of  Safety; 
in  order  that  commissions  may  issue  in  the  name  of  the 
Convention  to  those  Oflicers;  which  shall  be  done  by  the 
same  Convention  or  Council  of  Safety  as  aforesaid. 

That  no  Company  shall  exceed  the  number  of  seventy- 
four  Privates,  or  consist  of  less  than  fifty;  and  if  a  greater 
number  than  seventy-four  shall  be  enrolled  in  any  one 
Company,  then  the  enrolment  of  any  after  the  first  sixty- 
eight  elTective  Privates  shall  be  deemed  void,  and  sucii 
shall  enrol  in  some  other  Company ;  and  if  a  number  of 
men  shall  be  enrolled  not  amounting  to  fifty  Privates,  be- 
sides sufficient  for  Non-commissioned  Officers  for  any  one 
Company,  they  shall  not  be  considered  as  a  Company;  yet 
the  local  circumstances  of  some  neighborhoods  may  make 
it  very  inconvenient  for  a  full  Company  of  Militia  to  meet 
weekly  for  exercise  at  one  and  tlie  same  place,  in  such 
case  the  Officers  may  appoint  two  places,  at  each  of  which 
a  several  part  of  the  Company  may  be  mustered,  not 
ofienor  that  three  times  out  of  four:  so  that  every  iburth 
time  at  least  the  whole  be  mustered  together. 

That  no  Company  be  permitted  to  choose  Officers  before 
a  sufficient  number  of  men  be  enrolled  to  make  up  fifty 
Privates,  besides  Non-commissioned  Officers. 

That  after  enrolment  in  pursuance  of  these  Resolves,  no 
man  be  permitted  to  leave  the  Company  in  wliicli  he  sliall 
have  been  enrollerl,  without  the  consent  of  l;;s  Captain  in 
writino;. 

That  the  Committee  of  Observation  in  each  County 
make  diligent  inquiry  afier,  and  transmit  to  the  Convention 
or  Council  of  Safety,  the  name  of  every  able-bodied  effec- 
tive freeman  as  aforesaid,  in  their  respective  County,  if  there 
shall  be  any  such,  wdio  shall  not  enrol  himself  either  as  a 
iMinute  or  Artillery  IMan,  or  in  the  [Militia,  according  to  the 
preceding  Resolves,  to  the  end  that  the  Convention  rnay 
lake  order  therein;  against  whom  no  further  proceedings 
or  measures  shall  be  taken,  but  by  the  future  order  of  t!ie 
Convention. 

That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  each  County  shall 
divide  the  Militia  of  their  County  into  Battalions  or  Com- 
panies of  Light-Infantry,  each  of  which  Battalions  to  consist 
of  such  eight  Companies  of  IMilitia  as  the  same  Commit- 
tee shall  appoint ;  and  the  same  Committee  also  assigning 
to  each  Battalion  one  Company  of  Light-Infantry,  Aviiich 
Light-Infantry  shall  be  armed  in  such  manner  as  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  shall  direct;  and  that  to  each  of  the  said  Batta- 
lions there  be  one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  two 
Majors,  one  Quartermaster,  and  one  Adjutant,  who  shall  be 
appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  Delegates  of  this  Pro- 
vince sitting  in  Convention,  or  at  any  time  when  they  are 
not  sitting  in  Convention  by  the  Council  of  Safety  in  ti;e 
name  of  the  Convention  ;  which  Officers  shall  rank  and 
marshal  the  Companies  of  their  respective  Battalion. 

That  every  Company  of  Militia  be  exercised  one  day  in 
every  week,  and  that  every  Battalion  of  Militia  be  exer- 
cised in  Battalion  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  Field- 
Oilicers  of  the  Battalion  shall  appoint,  not  oftener  than  once 
in  every  month,  nor  seldomer  than  once  in  every  two 
months;  the  day  of  exercise  in  Battalion  being  accounted 
as  the  day  of  exercise  for  that  week. 

That  the  Colonel  of  every  Battalion  of  Minute-Men  a::d 
Militia  shall  employ  a  skilful  and  able  Adjutant  for  his 
Battalion,  who  shall  train  and  exercise  the  Battalion,  and 
the  several  Companies  thereof,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  Colonel,  and  shall  receive  for  a  month  of  thirty  days 
sixteen  Dollars ;  and  that  the  Companies  of  Minute-^Ien 
not  formed  in  Battalion,  as  to  the  purpose  of  being  trained 
and  exercised  by  the  Adjutant,  be  esteemed  as  a  Conijiany 
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of  ihe  Batialion  with  which  tliey  shall  exercise  as  before 
directed. 

That  every  Field  and  Commissioned  Oflicer,  having  no 
reasonable  excuse,  shall  appear  at  the  time  and  place  of 
muster,  and  there  do  and  perform  his  duty  according  to  his 
office  and  station;  and  for  every  neglect  or  refusal  he  shall 
be  fined  a  sum  not  exccodino  fifteen  shillings  common 
money,  to  be  adjudged,  if  a  Field-Ollicer,  by  the  Field- 
Officers  present,  or  a  majority  of  them;  and  if  a  Commis- 
sioned Oflicer  below  the  rank  of  a  Fieid-Otliccr,  by  the 
Connuissioned  Officers  present,  or  a  majority  of  them. 

That  every  Non-commissioned  Officer  and  Private  of  the 
I\Iinute-Men  and  Militia  apj)ear  at  the  time  and  ])iace  ap- 
|)ointed  for  their  respective  appearance,  for  mustering,  with 
his  firelock  and  other  accoutrements  in  good  order,  and 
there  orderly,  diligently,  and  obediently  attend  to  instruc- 
tion, and  perform  his  exercise  in  arms,  according  to  the 
conuTiands  and  orders  of  his  Officers;  and  if  any  Minute  or 
JMilitia-.Man  shall  not  appear  at  the  time  and  \)hce  of 
muster  with  his  firelock  and  other  accoutrements  in  good 
order,  having  no  reasonable  excuse,  or  shall  not  there,  after 
appearance,  behave  himself  decently,  or  in  a  manner  suit- 
able to  the  attention  and  care  requisite  in  such  exercise,  he 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  shillings 
common  money  for  every  such  neglect  or  misbehaviour, 
which  shall  be  determined  by  the  Captain,  Lieutenants  and 
Ensign,  or  any  two  of  them,  either  on  their  own  view,  or 
on  representation  and  proof  thereof:  and  on  non-payment 
shall  be  commitied  to  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant  of  his 
Company  till  payment. 

That  if  complaint  shall  be  made  of  gross  misbehaviour, 
or  breach  of  duty  of  any  Commissioned  Officer,  by  any 
Committee  of  Observation,  or  any  two  Commissioned  Offi- 
cers of  the  Corps  or  Company  to  which  such  Officer, 
against  whom  complaint  shall  be  made,  doth  belong,  or  by 
any  one  Officer  of  superiour  or  etjual  rank  to  the  Officer 
complained  against,  then  the  Council  of  Safety  may  appoint 
a  Court-Martial,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five,  nor  more 
than  nine  of  the  Commissioned  Officers,  of  the  same  Corps 
or  County,  who,  or  a  majority  of  whom,  shall  hear,  try, 
determine,  and  give  sentence  on  such  Officer,  so  that  the 
same  sentence  extend  not  further  than  to  a  pecuniary  fine, 
not  exceeding  ten  Pounds  common  money,  or  to  a  publick 
and  solemn  acknowledgment  of  the  fault  of  the  offending 
Oflicer,  or  to  a  suspension  or  loss  of  his  military  commis- 
sion ;  which  sentence  being  transmitted  to,  and  approved 
by  the  Council  of  Safety,  shall  be  accordingly  executed. 

That  all  fines  on  Officers  of  inferiour  rank  to  a  Field- 
Otlicer,  and  also  on  Non-commissioned  OlHcers  and  Pri- 
vates, shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  Company  to  which  such 
persons  belong,  and  that  all  fines  on  Field-Ollicers  be  to 
the  use  of  the  Battalion  to  which  they  respectively  be- 
long. 

That  if  any  Company  or  Corps  of  Minute  or  Militia 
Men  shall  be  called  forth  into  actual  service,  the  Officers 
and  Men  respectively  who  shall  be  so  called  forth,  whilst 
they  are  in  actual  service,  shall  be  subject  and  liable  to  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  established  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress for  the  government  of  the  Continental  Army,  and 
shall  for  a  month  of  thirty  days,  and  so  pro  rata,  be  entitled 
to  and  receive  the  following  pay,  in  common  money,  to  wit : 
A  Colonel,  -£-20  0  0  Each  Sergeant,  £-2  10  0 
A  Lieut.  Colonel,  1()  0  0  Each  Corporal,  --2  •")  0 
A  Major,  -  -  1-2  0  0  Each  Drummer,  -  2  'y  0 
A  Quartermaster,  7  10  0  Each  Fil'rr,  -  -  2  5  0 
An  Adjutant,  -  7  10  0  ]''.iicli  Privaie,  -  I  17  () 
Each  Caiitain,  '.I     0  0      A  Surgeon,       -      15     0  0 

Each  Lieutenant,     7    10  0      Each  Surgeon  Asst.  7    10  0 
Each  Ensign,  (i     0  0 

That  if  a  sufiicient  number  of  men  shall  enrol  to  make 
up  a  Company  of  Artillery-Men,  tliey  may  choose  their 
propL'r  Ollicers,  who  shall  be  commissioned  as  aforesaid, 
and  subject  to  the  same  rules  as  the  Militia. 

And  whereas  it  is  absolutely  necessary  in  this  lime  of 
imminent  danger  that  there  should  be  some  power  existing, 
which  may  superintend  the  execution  of  the  orders  and 
regulations  of  the  Convention,  and  occasionally,  from  time 
to  time,  promote  the  prudent  and  necessary  preparations 
for  defence,  and  in  case  of  necessity,  call  forth  a  due  pro- 
portion, or  even  the  whole  of  the  force  of  the  Province,  in 


an  orderly  and  regular  manner,  whereby  the  strength  of  the 
whole  will  be  greatly  increased  in  the  common  defence, 
and  tlie  rights  and  liberties  of  all  better  secured  : 

JicscilveJ,  That  sixteen  persons,  eight  of  whom  residing 
on  the  Western  Shore,  and  eight  on  the  Eastern  Short, 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  by  this  Convention,  and  be  styled 
and  denominated  the  Council  of  Saftly  of  Maryland. 

That  any  nine  or  more  of  the  said  Council  of  Safety- 
convened,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  direct  and  regulate 
the  operations  of  the  Minute-Men  and  Militia;  and  may  as 
aforesaid,  grant  all  military  commissions,  and  appoint  and 
commission  Field-Ofiicers,  and  appoint  and  regulate  the  rank 
of  all  Military  Officers ;  and  in  the  recess  of  the  Conven- 
tion call  forth  the  Minute-Men  into  action  in  any  place  or 
places  in  this  Pro\ince  or  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  and 
the  Militia  into  action  in  any  place  or  (ilaces  in  this  Pro- 
vince, at  such  time  and  times,  in  such  proportions,  and  on 
such  occasions  as  they  may  judge  necessary  ;  and  do  all  such 
other  matters  and  things  for  the  securing  and  strengthen- 
ing this  Province  and  for  providing  for  the  defence  thereof, 
as  they  shall  deem  necessary  and  expedient,  and  execute 
such  other  powers  as  may  be  entrusted  to  them  by  the  Cor>- 
vention  of  this  Province. 

That  as  at  some  times  a  necessity  for  taking  speedy 
measures  may  be  so  pressing  that  a  delay  till  the  Council  of 
Safety  could  assemble  together  would  be  highly  danger- 
ous, and  many  things  of  less  moment  may  well  and  more 
conveniently  be  transacted  by  a  majority  of  members  resi- 
ding on  the  respective  Shores,  the  members  residing  on 
either  Shore  respectively,  or  the  major  part  of  them  or  of 
such  of  them  as  shall  be  in  this  Province,  may  not  only  grant 
commissions  for  Courts-Martial  when  applied  for,  and  hear, 
determine,  and  punish  high  and  dangerous  offenders,  accord- 
ing to  the  resolutions  of  this  Convention,  but  may  also,  in 
case  of  instant  danger,  or  pressing  necessity,  call  forth  the 
Minute-Men  or  Militia  of  their  respective  Shore;  yet  it  is 
recommended,  if  time  will  permit,  for  the  whole  Council  of 
Safety,  or  nine  of  them,  to  meet  and  consult  together;  that 
those  of  either  Shore  do  not  separately  call  forth  the  Minute- 
Men  or  Militia  ;  and  that  if  time  will  not  permit  such  meet- 
ing and  consultation,  then,  as  soon  after  the  separate  act 
done  as  may  be,  the  whole  Council  of  Safety  shall  be  sum- 
moned, and  the  orders  and  resolutions  of  a  majority  of  any 
nine  or  more  of  them  shall  control  or  govern  ;  it  being 
the  intention  of  this  Convention  that  a  joint  Council,  where 
the  same  can  be  held  on  things  of  moment,  should  have 
the  supreme  direction.  , 

That  any  two  or  more  of  the  said  Council  of  Safety  call 
a  meeting  of  the  members  on  their  respective  Shore,  or  of 
the  whole. 

That  any  Officer  of  the  Minute-Men  or  Militia  may  be 
suspended  from  the  exercise  of  his  commission  by  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  or  that  branch  of  it  residing  on  the  Shore 
whereon  such  Officer  resides ;  or  if  the  Council  of  Safety 
should  think  proper,  they  may,  upon  full  hearing,  displace 
any  Field-OlHcer,  and  appoint  and  commission  another  in 
his  stead ;  and  that  on  the  death,  resignation  or  removal  of 
any  Commissioned  Officer,  below  the  degree  of  a  Field- 
Officer,  from  his  office,  the  Council  of  Safety  may  appoint 
and  commission  another  in  his  stead. 

That  the  Council  of  Safety,  or  either  branch  thereof,  for 
expenses  incurred  on  its  res|)ective  Shore,  may  from  time  to 
time  draw  orders  on  the  Treasurer  of  their  respective  Shore 
for  the  Bills  of  Credit  to  be  issued  by  virtue  of  the  Resolu- 
tions of  the  Convention,  who  shall  accordingly  pay  such 
orders. 

That  the  Council  of  Safety  may,  in  case  they  shall  think 
it  necessary,  summon  and  call  the  Convention  to  meet 
before  the  day  to  which  it  may  stand  adjourned. 

That  the  Council  of  Safety  continue  such  until  the  next 
Convention,  and  no  longer,  and  that  they  render  an  ac- 
count of  their  proceedings,  and  always  be  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  Convention. 

Rcsolccil,  In  order  to  prevent  an  abuse  of  power  from  a 
continuance  thereof  in  the  same  jiersons,  that  at  each  Con- 
vention, eight  members  of  the  preceding  Council  of  Safety, 
four  residing  on  the  Eastern  and  four  on  the  Western  Shore, 
shall  be  ineligible  to  the  succeeding  Council :  and  that  the 
said  eight  jiersons,  immediately  before  the  choice  of  the 
new  Council  of  Safety,  be  ascertained  by  ballot. 
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That  for  providing  for  the  defence  of  this  Province, 
and  for  encouraging  and  promoting  the  manufacture  of 
Saltpetre,  erecting  of  a  Powder  Mill,  and  the  several  other 
purposes  directed  by  this  Convention,  Resolved,  That  Bills 
of  Credit  of  the  denomination  of  Dollars  and  parts  of  a  dol- 
lar, to  tiie  amount  of  SGtijGGG  Dollars,  and  two-third  parts 
of  a  dollar,  be  printed  and  struck  with  all  convenient  speed, 
under  the  care  and  direction  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Hyde  and 
WiUiam  fVilkins,  supervisors,  in  manner  and  form  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

"This  Bill  of  ...  .  shall  entitle  the  bearer  thereof  to 
receive  gold  and  silver,  at  the  rate  of  four  Shillings  and  six 
Pence  sterling  per  Dollar,  for  the  said  bill,  according  to  a 
Resolve  of  the  Provincial  Convention  ol'  Maryland,  held 
at  the  City  o(  Annapolis,  on  the  26th  day  oi  July,  1775." 

That  the  said  Bills  shall  have  such  devices  and  marks  as 
the  said  Supervisors  shall  think  proper,  and  the  numbers  of 
the  said  Bills,  as  well  as  the  denominations  thereof,  shall  be 
the  following,  and  no  other,  to  wit :  seven  thousand  and 
ninety -six  bills  of  sixteen  dollars  each;  seven  thousand  and 
ninety-six  bills  of  eight  dollars  each ;  seven  thousand  and 
ninety-six  bills  of  four  dollars  each ;  seven  thousand  and 
ninety-sis  bills  of  two  dollars  and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar 
each  ;  ten  thousand  five  hundred  and  twelve  bills  of  one  dol- 
lar and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  each  ;  ten  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  twelve  bills  of  one  dollar  and  one-third  of  a  dol- 
lar each  ;  ten  thousand  five  hundred  and  twelve  bills  of  one 
dollar  each,  and  ten  thousand  five  hundred  and  twelve  bills 
of  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  each. 

That  the  Supervisors  shall  use  the  best  of  their  care  and 
diligence  that  the  said  Bills,  according  to  their  respective 
denominations  aforesaid,  and  according  to  the  manner  and 
form  aforesaid,  be  forthwith  printed  ;  and  that  the  number 
of  any  of  the  denominations  thereof  be  not  exceeded,  or 
any  clandestine  or  fraudulent  practice  used  by  the  printer, 
his  apprentices,  servants,  or  others  concerned  in  printing 
thereot'. 

That  the  printer  and  all  his  apprentices  and  servants, 
which  he  may  employ  in  the  said  work,  before  he  or  they 
enter  upon  the  same,  take  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
in  the  presence  of  one  or  both  of  the  Supervisors,  the  follow- 
ing oath,  to  wit:  "I,  A.  B.,  do  swear,  that  I  will  truly, 
faithfully  and  honestly  perform  the  duty  of  printer  of  the 
Bills  of  Credit  directed  to  be  printed  by  a  Resolve  of  the 
Convention  of  Maryland ;  and  that  I  will  not  advisedly 
print  or  stamp  a  greater  number  of  blank  Bills  of  Credit 
than  in  that  Resolve  mentioned,  or  of  any  other  denomina- 
tions than  therein  expressed,  except  such  sheets  as  may  he 
so  blotted,  unfair  or  imperfect  in  the  impressing  or  print- 
ing thereof,  that  the  same  shall  be  unfit  for  use.  So  help 
me  God." 

That  the  printer  shall  not,  by  himself,  servants,  or  any 
other  person  by  him  employed,  print,  stamp,  stitch  or  bind 
the  said  Bills,  or  any  of  them,  but  in  presence  of  one  or  both 
of  said  Supervisors;  and  in  every  intermission  of  the  work 
the  Supervisors  shall  safely  and  securely  lock  up  the  press 
and  stamps  with  which  the  work  shall  be  performed,  and 
the  impressions  that  shall  be  then  made,  in  the  room  in 
which  the  printing  and  binding  shall  be  done,  and  the  keys 
of  such  room  shall  keep  in  their  possession  ;  and  when  all 
the  said  Bills  shall  be  printed  and  stamped,  the  stamps  shall 
be  delivered  by  the  printer  to  the  said  Supervisors,  and  by 
them  to  the  Convention  of  this  Province,  or  iu  their  recess 
to  the  (Council  of  Safety. 

That  Charles  Wallace,  Joseph  Davidson,  Nathan  Ham- 
innnd,  Richard  Tootel,  James  Brice,  John  Brice,  Thomas 
Brook  Hodgkin,  John  Duckett,  Robert  Lloyd  Nicols, 
Samuel  Sharpe,  Richard  Tilghinan,  Jr.,  James' llindman, 
Peregrine  Tilghman,  William  Perry,  Jeremiah  Banning, 
and  Joseph  Brvff,  be  signers  of  the  said  Bills. 

That  the  said  Supervisors,  as  soon  as  the  said  Bills  shall 
be  printed,  stamped,  stitched  and  bound,  shall  deliver  three 
fourth  parts  thereof  in  value  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western 
Shore,  and  the  other  fourth  part  thereof  in  value  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Shore  ;  and  the  said  Treasurers 
shall  deliver  out  to  the  Signers,  residing  on  their  resjiective 
Shore,  sufficient  of  the  said  Bills,  to  be  immediately  num- 
bered and  signed  by  thera,  not  only  for  payment  of  the 
money  immediately  demanded  from  them  respectively, 
but  also  to  the  amount  of  three  thousand  Dollars  over  and 
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beyond  the  same;  and  each  of  the  same  Bills  shall  be  sign- 
ed and  numbered  by  some  two  of  the  said  Signers,  and 
returned  again  to  the  respective  Treasurer;  and  so  from  time 
to  time,  shall  the  said  Bills  be  delivered  out,  signed,  num- 
bered, and  returned  ;  either  of  the  said  Treasurers  not 
keeping  by  him,  at  any  one  time,  ready  numbered  and 
signed,  more  than  three  thousand  Dollars  beyond  the  said 
Moneys  now  payable. 

That  receipts  of  every  delivery  of  the  said  Bills,  before 
and  after  the  numbering  and  signing  the  same,  be  given  by 
the  Treasurers  and  Signers. 

That  Thomas  Hartvood,  Jun.,  be  Treasurer  for  the 
Western,  and  William  Hindman  Treasurer  for  the  East- 
ern Shore ;  who  shall  from  time  to  time  out  of  the  said  Bills 
ol  Credit,  pay  off  and  discharge  all  such  drafts  and  orders 
as  shall  be  made  by  order  of  this  Convention,  or  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  or  either  branch  thereof,  as  aforesaid. 

That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore,  out  of  the  Bills 
of  Credit,  pay  to  each  of  the  Supervisors  two  dollars  and 
two-thirds  of  a  dollar  for  each  day's  attendance  as  afore- 
said ;  to  the  Engraver  of  the  said  bills,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  dollars  for  his  services ;  and  to  the  Printer 
four  hundred  dollars  for  his  services,  and  the  paper,  ink, 
and  other  materials  necessary  for  the  said  work.  And  the 
said  Treasurers  shall  also  respectively  pay  to  each  Signer  of 
every  thousand  of  the  said  Bills,  one  dollar  and  one-third 
part  of  a  dollar  for  his  service. 

That  each  of  the  said  Treasurers  shall  retain,  for  his 
services,  at  the  rate  of  one-half  per  cent,  on  all  Moneys  by 
him  paid  and  delivered,  and  no  more. 

That  the  said  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  shall  give 
bond  in  the  penalty  of  twelve  thousand  Pounds  sterling,  and 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Shore  shall  also  give  bond  in 
the  penalty  of  four  thousand  Pounds  steriing;  both  of  which 
bonds  shall  be  with  sufHcient  securities,  to  be  approved  of 
by  any  two  of  the  obligees  in  the  said  bonds,  and  payable 
to  the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman  and  Daniel  of  St. 
Thomas  Jenifer,  Esqs.,  and  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton, 
and  Edward  Lloyd,  Esqs.,  conditioned  for  such  Treasurer's 
faithful  discharge  of  his  trust. 

That  he  will  keep  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  Bills  of 
Credit  and  Moneys  which  he  shall  receive  or  pay,  and  of  the 
names  of  those  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  paid  or  deliver- 
ed ;  and  that  he  will  render  a  true  and  perfect  account  of 
all  payments  by  him  made  to  the  Convention  o(  Maryland, 
or  the  Council  of  Safety,  or  any  other  persons  by  a  Con- 
vention of  this  Province  appointed  to  examine  his  accounts ; 
and  that  he  will  be  answerable  for  all  Bills  of  Credit  and 
Moneys  which  he  may  receive,  and  pay  all  orders  drawn  by 
the  Convention,  or  Council  of  Safety,  or  the  branch  there- 
of residing  on  his  Shore. 

That  torn  and  defaced  Bills  shall  be  exchanged  at  reason- 
able and  convenient  times. 

That  the  said  Bills  of  Credit  shall  be  redeemed  and  sunk, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  1786,  by  taxes,  or 
other  Legislative  provision. 

That  this  Convention  bind  their  constituents,  and  pledge 
the  faith  of  this  Province,  for  the  redemption  of  the  said 
Bills,  on  or  before  the  said  first  day  oi'  January,  1786. 

Resolved,  That  the  freeholders  of  each  County  in  this 
Province,  and  other  freemen  having  a  visible  estate  of  forty 
Pounds  steriing,  or  qualified  by  law  to  vote  for  Burgesses, 
do  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September  next,  meet  to- 
gether at  the  Court-Houses  of  their  respective  Counties, 
(except  as  herein  after  excepted,)  and  do  there,  under  the 
inspection  of  their  respective  Delegates  in  this  present 
Convention,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  to  whom  it  is 
recommended  to  attend  for  that  purpose,  by  a  majority  of 
the  voices  of  such  the  said  electors  as  shall  be  present,  elect, 
of  the  most  discreet  and  sensible  of  those  who  are  qualified 
as  aforesaid  to  vote,  a  Committee  of  Observation  for  each 
County  respectively,  for  the  term  of  one  year  then  next 
following,  to  consist  of  the  following  numbers:  that  is  to 
say,  for  St.  Mary's  County  twenty-four;  for  Charles  Coun- 
ty, thirty-two;  for  Calvert  County,  fifteen;  for  Prince- 
George's  County,  thirty-three  ;  for  Anne-Arundcl  Coun- 
ty, thirty-four;  for  Frederick  County,  fifty -t h ree  ;  for 
Baltimore  County,  thirty-seven;  for  Harford  County, 
eighteen ;  for  Worcester  County,  twenty-one ;  for  Somerset 
County,  twenty-one ;  for  Dorchester  County,  nineteen  ;  for 
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Caroline  County,  fourteen;  for  TeWoJ  Coiiniy,  sixteen ; 
for  (^ueen- Anne's  County,  twenty-one  ;  for  Kent  County, 
twenty-two;  for  Cecil  County,  sixteen.  And  that  from 
and  after  sucli  election  the  Committees  of  Observation  in 
being,  at  and  immediately  before  such  election,  in  each 
County  respectively,  be  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
dissolved. 

That  thi;  Commitiees  so  to  be  elected,  or  a  majority  of 
any  seven  or  more  of  them  met  to:j;ether,  shall  liave  full 
|)0wer  and  authority  to  carry  into  execution  the  Association 
and  Itc^olves  of  the  Continental  Con'^'ress  and  Conventions 
of  this  Province,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  commer- 
cial opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  British  Ministry,  in 
which  the  United  Colonies  are  engaged  ;  and  to  censure 
any  pei'son  or  persons,  who  within  their  respective  Coun- 
ties shall  be  by  them  adjudged  to  have  been  guilty  of  any 
breach  or  breaches  thereof,  in  such  manner  and  degree  as 
hath  been  or  shall  be  directed  by  the  said  Congress  and 
Conventions.  And  shall  further  have  full  power  and 
authority,  on  probable  proof  that  any  person  has  been  guilty 
of  any  high  and  dangerous  offence,  tending  to  disunite  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Province  in  their  present  opposition,  or 
to  destroy  the  liberties  of  America,  to  cause  such  person 
to  be  apprehended,  and  forthwith  sent,  together  with  the 
charge  again-^t  iiiin,  to  the  Council  of  Safety  on  that  Shore 
where  the  olFence  shall  be  committed,  who  shall  proceed  to 
exaniine  into  the  charge,  and  if  the  same  shall  be  suf- 
ficiently proved,  pronounce  sentence  thereon  ;  that  such 
person  be  imprisoned,  in  such  place  and  manner,  and  for 
siieli  time,  as  shall  be  adjudged,  not  beyond  the  rising  of 
the  next  Convention,  who,  if  they  think  proper,  may  take 
further  order  therein ;  or  that  he  depart  this  Province 
within  a  certain  time  to  he  limited. 

That  all  persons  jiay  obedience  to  and  acquiesce  in  the 
determination?  of  such  Committees  of  Observation  and 
Council  of  Safety,  and  that  no  person  whatsoever,  other 
than  the  said  Committees  and  Council,  presume  to  inflict 
any  punishment  for  any  such  breaches  or  offences.  And  on 
the  same  day,  or  the  next,  to  which  the  said  Delegates  are 
empowered  to  adjourn,  the  said  electors  also  choose  by 
ballot,  live  of  the  most  discreet  and  sensible  of  such  free- 
men, as  aforesaid,  of  their  County,  to  be  Delegates  for  the 
same,  in  any  Provincial  Convention  to  be  held  for  this 
Province,  within  one  year  then  next  following,  with  full 
power  and  authority  to  such  Delegates,  or  any  three  or 
more  of  them,  to  appear  and  act  for  such  County,  in  such 
Convention  ;  and  to  consent  and  agree  to,  and  bind  such 
County  to  perform  and  execute  all  such  matters  and  things 
as  such  Convention  or  a  majority  of  the  Counties  of  this 
Province  shall  determine  to  be  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  liberties  of  America. 

And  in  case  any  of  the  said  Delegates  shall  die,  or  refuse 
to  act,  the  said  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  respec- 
tive County  shall  have  power  to  appoint  by  ballot  one  of 
the  said  Committee  to  be  a  Delegate  for  the  said  County, 
with  the  like  power  and  authority,  in  the  place  of  any  such 
Delegate  who  shall  die  or  refuse  to  act ;  provided  that  no 
such  appointment  shall  be  made  unless  two-third  parts  of 
such  Conmiittee  shall  be  present. 

That  each  Committee  of  Observation  shall,  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be  after  their  .appointment,  choose  by 
ballot  five  of  their  members  to  be  a  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence for  their  County,  for  the  said  term  of  one  year, 
with  power  to  any  two  or  more  of  them  to  act  as  such. 

That  as  the  Small-Pox  is  now  at  (Queens-Town,  and  it 
will  in  all  |)robability  be  dangerous  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Queen  Anne's  County  to  assemble  there  for  electing  the 
Committee  of  Observation  and  Delegates  for  that  County, 
the  election  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  and  Delegates 
for  the  said  County  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of  George 
Hanson,  instead  of  the  Court-House  of  that  County. 

That  for  the  ease  and  convenience  of  the  people  of  Fred- 
crick  County  there  be  three  different  places  of  election ; 
tliat  the  said  County  be  divided  into  three  Districts,  to  wit : 
Upper,  Middle,  and  liowcr;  the  Upper  District  to  be  hound- 
ed by  the  South  Mountain,  and  the  lines  of  the  County 
westward  of  the  South  Mountain  ;  the  Middle  District  to  be 
bounded  from  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacij  with  Potomack  to 
the  South  Mountain,  with  that  mountain  to  the  temporary 
line,  with  the  lines  of  the  County  to  the  head  waters  of 
Faiuxenl,  and  with  the  lines  of  the  Lower  District  to  Poto- 


mack ;  the  Lower  District  to  be  bounded  with  Potomack 
to  t!ie  mouth  of  Monocaoj, ihen  with  Monocacy  to  Bcnndt's 
Creek,  and  with  the  creek  to  tlie  head  waters  oi  Pntuxent 
That  there  be  elected  in  the  Lower  District  one  Dele- 
gate, two  persons  to  act  as  a  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence, and  seventeen  as  a  Committee  of  Oliservation;  tliat 
in  each  of  the  other  Districts  there  be  elected  two  Delegates 
and  eighteen  persons  to  act  as  a  Committee  of  Observation  ; 
and  that  tliree  [lersons  be  elected  in  the  Jliddle  District  to 
act  as  a  Committee  of  Correspondence.  That  the  elec- 
tions for  the  Upper  District  be  held  at  Elizabethtoivn,  those 
lor  the  Middle  District  at  Fredcricktown,  and  those  for  the 
Lower  District  at  Hungerford' s ;  and  that  no  person  resi- 
ding or  voting  in  one  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  in  either  of 
the  other  Districts. 

Resolved,  That  for  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  Salt- 
petre a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  Pounds,  common 
money,  be  advanced  on  proper  security,  for  erecting  one  or 
more  Saltpetre  Works,  to  be  repaid  in  good  merchantable 
Saltpetre  at  the  rates  herein  after  mentioned:  and  that  for 
all  good  merchantable  Saltpetre  manufactured  in  this  Pro- 
vince and  delivered  to  the  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
before  the  first  day  of  October,  1776,  there  shall  be  allowed 
at  the  rate  of  half  a  Dollar  per  pound,  according  to  the  Re- 
solves of  the  Continental  Congress. 

That  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  Pounds,  cornnxjn 
money,  be  a|)propriated  for  erecting  and  working  a  Powder 
Mill  on  the  account  of  this  Province;  and  that  the  said  two 
sums  of  one  thousand  Pounds  each,  be  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  in  each 
County  appoint  one  or  more  person  or  persons  in  their  re- 
spective County,  to  receive  all  sums  of  Aloney  which  shall 
be  voluntarily  given,  to  be  applied  towards  the  arming  and 
defending  this  Province,  or  towards  erecting  Manufactories 
of  any  kind,  or  for  the  immediate  relief  of  such  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  Province  as  are  or  may  become  necessitous, 
from  the  present  general  calamities :  which  persons  shall 
give  receipts  for  the  iMoney  by  them  respectively  received, 
and  keep  and  return  accounts  thereof  to  the  Treasurer  of 
their  respective  Sliore,  specifying  and  distinguishing  Ironi 
whom  the  same  shall  have  been  received,  and  if  any,  what 
part  thereof  shall  have  been  given  for  either  of  the  said 
purposes,  particularly;  and  the  said  Money  shall  be  paid 
to  the  said  Treasurer,  and  may  be  applied  and  laid  out  by 
the  Coimcil  of  Safety,  or  that  part  of  it  residing  on  each 
Shore,  respectively,  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned; 
having  regard  in  the  application  to  the  intention  of  the 
donors,  and  promoting  the  subsistence  of  the  necessitous, 
either  by  erecting  ^Manufactories,  and  the  employment  of 
such  as  labour  therein,  or  in  works  of  any  kind,  than  by 
immediate  gifts;  it  being  the  opinion  of  this  Conventioti 
that  such  charities  may  be  rendered  much  more  exten- 
sively beneficial  by  having  the  same  placed  under  a  general 
direction. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  contract  for,  pur- 
chase, and  provide  five  thousand  stands  of  Arms,  including 
those  ordered  and  contracted  for  by  this  Convention,  giving 
a  preference,  as  far  as  they  can,  to  those  manufactured  in 
the  Country;  and  also  purchase  and  provide  nine  small 
Brass  Field-Pieces,  and  Carriages  therefor. 

And  that  the  Council  of  Safety  may  aho,  on  proper 
security  and  terms  they  approve  of,  advance  a  sura  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  Pounds,  common  money,  for 
erecting  and  carrying  on  one  or  more  Salt  Works  in  this 
Province. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commliioe  of  Observation  in  each 
County,  as  soon  as  may  be,  transmit  to  the  branch  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  for  their  respective  Shore,  a  particular 
account  of  all  Arms  and  Ammunition  purchased  in  their 
County,  pursuant  to  Resolves  of  the  Convention  in  Decem- 
ber last,  and  of  all  sums  of  Money  subscribed  and  actually 
paid  in  or  contributed,  and  by  whom,  for  the  ])urchase  of  the 
said  Arms  and  Ammunition  ;  and  that  each  branch  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  order  the  Treasurer  of  their  Shore  to  pay 
to  such  person  as  shall  be  appointed  by  each  of  the  said 
(Committees,  on  their  respective  Shore,  the  amount  of  the 
Money  so  paid  in  and  actually  expended  in  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  before  the  transmitting  of  such  account,  that  the 
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same,  as  well  as  all  other  Money  paid  in,  not  expended  as 
aforesaid,  may  be  returned  to  the  subscribers  or  contribu- 
tors thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  Mattheiv  Tilghman  and 
Johji  Bcale  BonUey,  Estis.,  and  Rohcrt  Goldshorough, 
James  Hollydatj,  Richard  Lloyd,  Edward  Lluyd,  Thomas 
Smylh,  and  Henry  Hooper,  Esqrs.,  residents  of  the  East- 
ern Shore,  and  the  Honourable  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas 
Jenifer,  Esq.,  and  Thomas  Johnson  Jun.,  fl-illinm  Raca, 
Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  2'homas  Stone,  Samuel  Chase, 
Robert  Alexander,  and  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton, 
Esqrs.,  residents  of  the  Westein  Shore,  or  any  nine  of  them, 
be  a  Council  of  Safety  for  this  Province. 

That  every  member  of  the  Council  of  Safety  before  he 
enters  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  having  subscribed  the 
Association,  take  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace  the 
following  Oath,  to  wit: 

"You,  A.  B.  do  swear  that  any  matter  or  thing  which 
shall  come  to  your  knowledge  as  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  Safety,  and  which  you  shall  know  is  by  a  majority  of  the 
Council  ordered  to  be  kept  secret,  you  will  not  divulge, 
unless  in  a  Convention  of  Delegates,  or  to  the  members  of 
the  Council  of  Safety,  or  with  the  leave  of  the  Convention, 
or  of  a  majority  of  the  Council  of  Safety.  So  help  you 
God." 

That  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  or  of  either 
of  the  said  branches  thereof,  shall,  before  he  enters  on  the 
execution  of  his  office,  before  some  Justice  of  tlie  Peace, 
take  an  oath  in  the  same  form,  except,  instead  of  the  words 
'•as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Safety,"  inserting  "as 
Clerk  of  the  Council  of  Safety,"  or  "as  Clerk  of  the  East- 
ern or  Western  Shore  branch  of  the  Council  of  Safety,"  as 
the  case  may  be. 

Resolved,  That  the  Resolution  made  by  the  Convention 
of  this  Province,  held  at  the  City  o{  Annapolis  in  Decem- 
ber last,  "  That  no  person  ought  to  kill  any  Lamb  dropt 
befoie  the  first  day  of  I\]ay  yearly,  or  other  Sheep  after  the 
first  day  of  January  then  next,  under  four  years  of  age," 
be  repealed,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  killing  of  Lamb;  but 
it  is  earnestly  recommended  that  the  Continental  Resolve 
respecting  the  killing  of  Sheep  be  most  strictly  observed. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Re- 
port relative  to  the  shutting  of  the  Courts  of  Justice ;  w  Inch, 
after  debate  thereon,  was  recommitted  fur  amendments,  and 
the  following  parts  were  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  in  all  suits  and  actions  now  depending 
or  commenced  within  this  Province,  where  there  is  no  real 
dispute,  the  suiters  and  attorneys  proceed  with  all  conve- 
nient speed  to  settle  the  same  by  judgment,  reference,  or 
other  amicable  way;  and  that  all  suits  and  actions  now  de- 
pending or  commenced  (where  there  are  real  disputes,  and 
which  cannot  be  settled  in  an  amicable  manner,  or  tried  with 
justice  to  the  parties)  ought  to  stand  and  remain  during  tliese 
times  of  publick  calamity  in  tlieir  present  state  and  condi- 
tion, or  be  continued  until  otherwise  ordered  by  act  of  As- 
sembly, or  some  future  Convention  ;  save  and  except  only 
that  bail  may  surrender  their  principals  in  their  own  dis- 
charge, and  for  want  of  other  bail  that  the  principal  may 
be  committed;  and  that  hereafter  proper  provision  ought  to 
be  made  by  act  of  Assembly  for  reinstating,  re-establish- 
ing, and  prosecuting  the  business  of  the  Courts,  and  lur 
barring  the  act  for  the  limitation  of  suits. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  suits  and  actions  now  depending 
or  commenced,  the  depositions  of  any  witness  or  witnesses, 
taken  before  two  Justices  of  any  County  Court,  or  one  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Provincial  Court  of  this  Province,  in 
presence  of  the  adverse  party  to  him  that  requires  such  de- 
positions to  be  taken,  if  upon  due  notice  he  thinks  fit  to  be 
present,  or  upon  notice  doth  refuse  to  be  present,  (the 
notice  being  proved,)  ought  to  be  received  as  good  evi- 
dence in  any  of  the  Courts  of  this  Province,  as  if  such 
evidence  were  personally  present  upon  the  trial,  and  should 
declare  the  same  viva  voce ;  provided  such  witness  or  wit- 
nesses cannot  be  had  at  the  trial  of  the  cause  in  which  such 
depositions  shall  be  taken. 

Resolved,  That  no  civil  original  writ,  suit,  or  action  shall 
be  commenced  or  renewed  in  any  Court  of  Law,  or  any 
Magistrate's  warrent  of  a  civil  nature  issued,  within  this 
Province,  after  publication  and  due  notice  of  this  Resolve, 
unless  in  the  following  cases,  to  wit :  actions  founded  in 


wrong  done  to  the  person  or  property,  such  as  ejectment, 
trespass,  trover,  replevin,  detinue ;  also  all  real  actions  ; 
also  actions  for  wards,  and  for  money  or  tobacco  actually 
had  and  received  by  one  person  for  the  use  of  another ;  at- 
tachments under  the  late  acts  of  Assembly,  and  against  per- 
sons non-resident ;  actions  or  process  on  Loan-Otiice  bonds, 
without  the  license  or  permission  of  the  Committee  of 
Observation  of  the  County  where  the  debtors  and  defend- 
ants reside,  which  shall  or  may  be  granted  in  the  instances 
and  manner  herein  after  mentioned,  and  not  otherwise. 
That  the  said  Committees  respectively  do,  upon  applica- 
tion, give  license  for  bringing  or  prosecuting  suits  in  the  fol- 
lowing cases,  that  is  to  say:  where  debtors  refuse  to  renew 
their  obligations  or  other  securities,  or  to  give  reasonable 
security,  or  to  liquidate  and  settle  their  accounts  and  give 
promissory  notes  for  the  balances,  or  to  refer  their  disputes, 
if  any,  to  one  or  more  indifferent  persons,  or  are  justly 
suspected  of  intention  to  leave  the  Province,  or  to  defraud 
their  creditors.  And  that  the  said  Committees  may  in  their 
discretion  grant  licenses  in  the  following  cases,  to  wit:  for 
the  bringing  actions  by  and  against  executors  and  admin- 
istrators, as  such,  and  their  securities  ;  and  for  the  bringing 
actions  against  guardians  for  the  recoveiy  of  filial  portions, 
or  the  rents  and  profits  of  orphans'  estates. 

Resolved,  That  no  execution  shall  issue  upon  any  judg- 
ment obtained  in  the  Provincial  Court  after  April  term 
last,  or  in  the  County  Courts  after  the  last  March  adjoui'n- 
ed  Courts,  without  such  license  as  aforesaid,  save  only  in  the 
cases  above  specified,  or  where  the  original  actions  shall  be 
brought  by  license  from  the  Committee  of  Observation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  Observation  now  in 
being  in  each  County,  and  the  Committees  of  Frederick 
County,  in  their  respective  Districts,  meet  as  soon  as  they 
conveniently  can,  after  publication  and  due  notice  of  tliese 
Resolves,  and  that  the  Committees  hereafter  to  be  chosen, 
meet  as  soon  as  they  conveniently  can,  at  the  Court-House, 
or  some  other  place  agreed  upon  by  themselves,  and  appoint 
by  ballot  seven  of  their  nimiber  to  be  a  Committee  for 
licensing  suits ;  which  said  Conmiittees  shall  meet  on  the 
first  and  third  Mondays  in  every  month,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  applications,  and  give  notice  of  the  place  where 
they  intend  to  meet. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  earnestly  recommended  by  this 
Convention  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  to  make 
payment  without  compulsion  where  they  are  able,  or  give 
security  as  above  mentioned,  and  particularly  that  they  pay 
the  publick  taxes  and  interest  money  due  in  the  Loan-Office ; 
it  being  the  design  of  this  Convention  to  prevent  oppression 
and  imprisonment  of  ])oor  debtors,  but  not  to  give  any  pre- 
tence of  non-payment  to  those  wlio  are  of  sufficient  ability 
to  pay  their  just  debts. 

It  appearing  to  this  Convention  that  a  person  arrested 
by  the  SheutY  oi'  Baltimore  County,  and  in  his  custody  for 
debt,  had  been  rescued  by  some  disorderly  people  in  that 
County,  and  that  the  riot  had  been  suppressed,  and  the 
prisoner  so  rescued  had  been  restored  to  the  custody  of  the 
said  Sheriff  by  the  intervention  and  activity  of  Captains 
Buchanan  and  Gist,  and  the  Companies  under  their  com- 
mand: And  this  Convention  being  fully  impressed  with  the 
necessity  that  the  civil  power  in  the  ordinary  administra- 
tion of  justice  should  be  supported,  it  is  Resolved,  That 
this  Convention  do  highly  appiove  of  the  conduct  of  the 
said  Captains  and  their  Companies,  in  the  suppression  of 
the  said  riot,  and  support  of  the  civil  authority;  and  that 
this  Resolve  be  communicated  to  the  said  Captains  and 
their  Companies,  by  the  Delegates  of  Baltimore  County 
in  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  out  of  the  publick  Arms  in  the  possession 
of  Colonels  Joshua  Bcall,  Richard  Lloyd,  Edward  Lloyd, 
and  Henry  Hooper,  a  quantity  of  Arms,  with  proportion  of 
Lead  and  Ammunition  sufficient  for  a  Company,  be  by  tliem 
d  'livered  to  such  Captain  of  iMinute-^Men  as  the  Council 
of  Safety  shall  direct. 

Resolved,  That  the  late  Committee  of  Observation  lor 
Cecil  County  be  authorized  to  act  as  usual,  until  the  second 
Tuesday  of  September  next. 

Doubts  having  arisen  in  this  Province  respecting  the 
construction  of  the  Continental  Association,  whether  Mer- 
chandise or  other  commodities  taken  on  board  craft,  or  in 
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anv  manner  water-borne,  before  the  tenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber next,  may  not  be  considered  as  exported,  within  the 
fourtli  Article' ol' the  Continental  Association,  although  the 
said  xMerchandise  or  commodities  be  not  before  that  time 
taken  on  board  the  ship  or  vessel  which  shall  export  the 
same : 

Resolved,  That  where  any  such  ]Mercliandise,  or  other 
commodity  whatsoever,  is  or  shall,  belbre  the  same  tenth 
day  of  September,  be  laden  on  board  the  ship  or  vessel  that 
shall  actually  export  the  same,  such  loading  on  board  shall 
be  deemed  a  sutKcient  exportation  within  the  spirit  and 
intention  of  said  Article,  and  not  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman, 
Esq.  and  Thomas  Johnson,  Jun.,  Robert  iloldsboroiigh, 
lyUliam  Pacn,  Samuel  Chase,  Thomas  Stone,  and  John 
Hull,  Esqrs.,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  Deputies 
to  represent  this  Province  in  Continental  Congress,  and 
that  they,  or  any  three  or  moru  of  them,  have  full  and  ample 
power  to  consent  and  agree  to  all  measures  which  such 
Congress  shall  deem  necessary  and  effectual  to  obtain  a 
redress  of  American  grievances ;  and  further  we  do  author- 
ize our  said  Deputies  to  represent  and  act  for  this  Province 
in  any  Continental  Congress  which  may  be  held  before  the 
■J.jth  day  o(  March  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  pay 
to  Thomas  Johnson,  Juq.,  Samuel  Chase,  ll'iUiam  Paca, 
John  Hall,  and  Thomas  Stone,  Esqrs.,  or  eitlier  of  them, 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  common  money;  and  that 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Shore  pay  to  the  Honour- 
al)le  Matthew  Tilghman  and  Robert  Goldsborough,  Es^rs., 
or  either  of  them,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds,  common 
money,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their  deputation  to  the 
next  Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  pay 
the  Delegates  who  attended  the  late  Congress  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  and 
six  Pence,  common  money,  out  of  the  bills  of  credit  to  be 
issued,  being  the  balance  of  their  actual  expenses;  and  that 
the  several  Counties  which  have  not  already  paid  in  their 
proportion  of  money  for  support  of  said  Delegates  shall  pay 
the  same  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  said  Treasurer,  for  tlie  use 
of  the  pubiick. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  a  Convention  of  Delegates  of 
this  Province  at  Annapolis,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  March 
next,  or  on  such  day  before  that  time  as  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  report  the 
expenses  attending  the  sitting  of  this  Convention,  and  that 
Mr.  Chase  and  Mr.  Goldsborough  be  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose. 

Who  reported  the  expenses  as  follows,  to  wit : 
To  Gabriel  Duvall,  for  20  days  attendance  as  Clerk, 

at  20s.  common  money,  ])er  day,     -         -  £20  0  0 
To  Robert  Reynolds,  for  20  days  attendance  as 

door-keeper,  at  lOs.  per  day,  -  -      10  0  0 

To  Robert  Reynolds,  for  candles  and  cleaning 

the  room,  1    10  0 


£31   10  0 


Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  pay 
the  above  sums. 

Ordered,  That  John  Hall,  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carroll- 
ton,  Ji  illiani  Paca,  and  Matthias  Hammond,  Esquires,  be 
a  Committee  to  revise  the  proceedings  ol'  this  Convention, 
and  publish  such  of  them  as  they  may  think  proper,  and 
convey  a  number,  securely  made  up,  to  each  County,  as 
soon  as  may  be. 

So  ends  this  Convention. 
Test :  G.  Duvali.,  Clerk. 

[No.  1.] 

PETITION  OF  PATRICK  GRAHAM. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Deputies  for  Maryland,  met  in 

Convention  at  Annapolis  : 
The  humble   Petition  of  Patrick  Graham,  of  Port- 
Tobacco,  in  Charles  C'ounty,  sheiveth  : 
That  some  time  ago  he  very  justly  incurred  the  displea- 
sure and  resentment  of  the  ( 'ountv,  and  the  censure  of  the 


Committee  of  Charles  County,  for  a  breach  of  the  Re- 
solves of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  by  aiding 
a  certain  John  Raillie  secretly  to  land  and  dispose  of  sun- 
dry Goods  imported  by  him  contrary  to  those  Resolves : 
Your  Petitioner  sincerely  laments  his  imprudence  and  ill 
conduct,  and  being  deeply  sensible  of  his  offence,  with  con- 
trition for  the  same,  and  his  most  solemn  promise  and 
assurance,  never  more  to  do  or  encourage  any  thing  inimi- 
cal to  American  freedom,  he  most  humbly  solicits  this  Con- 
vention that  he  may  be  restored  to  his  former  rights  of  a 
citizen,  as  he  has  already  suffered  greatly,  not  only  in  his 
own  person,  properly,  and  reputation,  but  should  he  con- 
tinue much  longer  in  the  present  situation,  his  offence  must 
reduce  an  innocent  wife  and  four  yoimg  children  to  beggary 
and  ruin. 

We,  the  subscribers,  being  satisfied  of  the  hearty  re- 
pentance of  Patrick  Graham,  set  forth  in  the  above  Peti- 
tion, do  recommend  him  to  the  consideration  and  clemency 
of  the  honourable  Convention. 


T.  It.  Franklin, 
Pauii-l  McPheri^on, 
Wiilirr  McFher>on, 
Zcplianiah  Turner, 
Marcus  Latimer, 
Thomas  Waters, 
.Samuel  Stone,  Jun., 
Joseph  Aderton, 
Walter  Winter, 
George  Swan, 
Bennet  Dyson, 
Bennet  H.  Clements, 
Charh'S  Goodrich, 
Edw.  Boarman,  Sen., 
Raphael  Boarman, 
Wm.  Barton  Smoot, 
Burr  Barnes, 
Edward  Sanders, 
Henry  Barnes, 
Henry  Ward, 
Joseph  Thompson, 
Zephaniah  Franklin, 
Raphael  Neale, 
J  no.  F.  Regis  Sanders, 
James  Clarke, 
John  Sanders, 
Samuel  Cox, 
Thomas  H.  Powell, 
William  Elgin,  Sun., 
John  Stone, 
James  Mudd, 
Jonathan  Sposnal, 
John  Manning, 
Thomas  McPherson, 
Robert  Surrat, 

Garrard  Boarman, 
William  Jones, 
Jolm  Clements,  of  F., 


Samuel  C.  Barron, 
Joseph  Marbury, 
Charles  Gates, 
Thomas  Simmes, 
Edward  Davis, 
Joseph  W.  Harrison, 
Samuel  Hanson,  Jun., 
William  Taylor, 
Andrew  Menitwood, 
Thomas  Marshall, 
William  Davis, 
Francis  Shepliard, 
Belali  Post-y, 
Benjamin  Douglass, 
John  B.  Delozide, 
Ignatius  Luckct, 
Hezekiah  Garner, 
Jno.  Christo.  Layman, 
James  Farnandis, 
Matthew  Garner, 
James  Seward, 
Thomas  Posey, 
Edward  Smoot, 
Joseph  Sims, 
Hy.  Massey  Hanson, 
Walter  Hanson, 
Anthony  C.  Gray, 
Francis  Posey, 
Samuel  Briscoe, 
H?nry  Chandler, 
Thomas  H.  Morrison, 
Edw.  Scott  Ware, 
Anthony  Rowe, 
Walter  "Hanson,  Jan., 
William  Campbell, 
Thomas  Hanson, 
(;.  B.  ('ausin, 
James  Vineyard, 


Jame«  Mudd,  Jun., 
Tlioinas  R.  Cookley, 
John  Luckett, 
Samuel  Adams, 
J.  Parnham, 
James  Waters, 
Lodstone  Godtrey, 
Wm.  McPherson,  Jr., 
William  Waters, 
Samuel  Marshall, 
Josias  Smoot, 
Benjamin  Wood, 
Edward  Warren, 
Richard  Speake, 
Charles  Garner, 
William  MeConchie, 
Alei.  :McPherfon,Jr., 
Henry  Gardner, 
Peter  H.  Proley, 
Henry  Boarman, 
Peter  Davis, 
Wm.  H.  Smallwood, 
David  Phil  pot, 
Walter  Pye, 
George  Elgin, 
Thomas  Thornton, 
Benjamin  V.  Posev. 
Thos.  Howe  Red  gite, 
Ben  Carwood,  Jun., 
Stephen  Chandler, 
Francis  Clements, 
Nolley  Maddocke,  Sr. 
Philip  Webster, 
Notley  M:uMocke,Jr., 
James  Simms, 
Joseph  Boswell, 
R.  Bennet  Boarman. 
William  Cox. 


[No.  2.] 
PETITIO.N"  of  JOHN  BAILLIE. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Convention  of  Mary- 
land: 
The  humble  Petition  of  John  Baillie  sheireth  : 

That  he  now  lies  under  the  influence  and  suffers  the 
extremity  of  a  heavy,  though  just  sentence  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  C/mr/fi-  County,  for  having  wilfully,  though,  in 
some  degree,  ignorantly  broke  the  Association  of  the  hon- 
ourable Continental  Congress. 

Your  petitioner  is  truly  sensible  that  the  sentence  passed 
by  the  Committee  is  founded  in  justice,  but  executed  with 
such  rigour  tliat  it  has  been  with  the  most  extreme  and 
hazardous  difficulty  he  could  obtain  the  necessary  food  to 
support  a  life  rendered  miserable  by  his  conduct  and  the 
above-mentioned  sentence. 

Your  petitioner  begs  leave  to  inform  this  respectable 
Convention,  that  no  one  views  his  conduct  in  a  more  odious 
lii;ht  than  himself;  and  should  you  be  pleased  to  forgive 
your  jietitioner  his  past  transgressions,  and  place  him  in  his 
former  state,  with  respect  to  the  people  and  laws  of  this 
Province,  he  most  solemnly  promises  to  adhere  strictly  for 
the  future  to  the  Continental  Association,  and  to  do  every 
thing  in  his  power  which  can  any  way  or  in  any  manner 
forward  tlie  interest  of  this  Country. 

Y'our  petitioner,  therefore,  most  humbly  prays  that  you 
will  take  his  case  into  consideration,  and  that  ynu  will  be 
pleased  in  your  goodness  to  forgive  his  past  crime,  which 
he  will  endeavour  to  atone  for,  as  far  as  he  can,  by  his 
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future  conduct.     And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound, 

will  ever  pray. 

H.  Davis,  Wm.  G.  Adams, 

John  S.  Chilton,     Reuben  Dve. 


[No.  3.] 
To  the  Honourable  the  Delegates  of  the  Province  of  Ma- 
ryland, in  Provincial  Convention  assemUed  : 
The  Petition  o/ Alexander  Ocg,  Merchant  o/ Calvert 

County,  sheiveth  : 

That  your  petitioner  has,  without  any  intention  of  vio- 
lating either  the  Continental  Association  or  Provincial 
Resolves,  sold  a  few  Goods  at  a  greater  advance  than  was 
allowed  by  the  Resolves  of  the  Provincial  Convention  ; 
in  consequence  of  which  the  Committee  of  Calvert  County, 
agreeable  to  the  Provincial  Resolution,  published  your  peti- 
tioner in  the  Maryland  Gazette  as  an  offender ;  by  which 
publication  your  petitioner  is  prevented  from  pursuing  any 
method  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  to  him. 

Y'our  petitioner  in  the  most  solemn  manner  declares  his 
hearty  sorrow  and  repentance  for  his  transgression,  and  as 
the  people  of  the  County  are  fully  satisfied  that  your  peti- 
tioner will  not  in  word  or  deed  transgress  in  future,  he  prays 
that  your  Honours  will  restore  him  to  his  former  condition, 
so  that  he  may  pursue  his  business.  And  your  petitioner, 
as  in  duty  bound,  will  pray. 

[No.  3.] 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Convention,  Annapolis. 

In  Committee  for  Prince  George's  County,  Mr.  T/io 
vias  Gantt,  Chairman ;  Thomas  IVilliams,  Clerk. 

In  consequence  of  a  recommendation  from  the  honour- 
able Provincial  Convention,  directed  to  the  General  Com- 
mittee of  Observation  for  Prince  George's  County,  Mr. 
Christopher  Lowndes  attended.  The  following  questions 
were  asked  him,  viz  : 

(^ucst.  1st.  Whether  the  Brig  Harriet,  Captain  IVilliam 
Scott,  master,  cleared  out  in  May,  177.5,  by  Mr.  Lowults, 
of  this  Province,  for  Barbadoes,  was  seized  and  carried 
to  Boston  by  some  officer  or  officers  of  His  Majesty's 
Ships-of-War  there  stationed  ? 

Answer.  She  was  not  taken  nor  carried  to  Boston. 

(^uest.  2d.  Whether  Mr.  Loivndes  ever  received  any 
Letter  from  Henry  Lloyd,  of  Boston,  respecting  the  said 
Brig  Harriet  or  Cargo. 

Answer.  He  never  received  any. 

Mr.  Lowndes  produced  the  following  evidences  in  his 
defence: 

Letters  to  Mr.  Lowndes,  from  his  correspondents  in  Bar- 
badoes, dated  July  1st,  13th,  and  14th,  and  from  Philip 
Lytcott  &.  Co. ;  from  which  it  appears  that  19  barrels  of 
Flour,  '2,545  bushels  of  Corn,  .397  bars  of  Iron,  20  barrels 
of  Pork,  20  barrels  of  Herring,  19,865  Shingles,  and  2,718 
Staves,  were  landed  for  Mr.  Lowndes's  account. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Biddlc,  of  Philadelphia,  was  pro- 
duced by  Mr.  Thomas  Richardson,  of  Georgetoim,  dated 
Jilst  July,  saying  that  Captain  Scott  was  arrived  at  Barba- 
does, and  that  the  Bread  shipped  by  Mr.  Bi-chardson  on 
board  the  Brig  Harriet,  was  sold. 

By  the  above  evidence,  and  the  deposition  of  John  Tol- 
son,  who  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  Brig  Harriet  to 
and  from  Barbadoes,  it  appears  cleai'  to  this  Committee, 
that  there  is  not  the  least  foundation  for  the  charge  of  col- 
lusion propagated  against  Mr.  Lowndes. 

Mr.  Loumdes  prays  these  proceedings,  with  31  r.  Tol- 
son's  deposition  at  large,  may  be  published  in  the  Mary- 
land Gazette,  for  his  vindication  to  the  publick. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  these  proceed- 
ings be  published  as  soon  as  possible. 

Signed  by  order:  Thomas  Williams,  Clerk. 

COPY  of  JOHN  TOLSOn's  DEPOSITION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Prince  George's  County,  at  the  house  of  Richard  Carnes, 
in  Piscatau-ay,  on  Friday,  the  fourth  day  of  August,  1775, 
Present :  William  Digges,  Jun.,  Chairman ;  fi'm.  Beanes, 
Junior,  Luke  Marbury,  Thomas  Dent,  Edward  Edelin, 
Mathattiel  Xeivton,  Thomas  Clagett,  and  Richard  Games. 

In  consequence  of  its  being  recommended  by  the  Pro- 


vincial Convention  to  the  General  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion for  the  County  aforesaid,  to  call  all  evidences  before 
them  who  may  be  expected  can  give  the  proper  informa- 
tion respecting  a  report  that  prevails  of  Mr.  Christopher 
Lowndes  having  cleared  out  a  Brig  from  this  Province  for 
Barbadoes  with  Provisions,  that  were  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  some  of  the  oflicers  of  His  Majesty's  Ships-of- 
War,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  Army  under  the 
command  of  General  Gage,  this  Committee  summoned 
before  them  Mr.  John  Tolson,  aged  sixteen  years,  and  of 
good  rejjuiation,  who  being  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists 
of  Almighty  God,  before  Luke  Marbury,  one  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lord  Proprietary's  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  Prince  George's  County,  deposeth  and  saith,  that 
on  or  about  the  twentieth  day  of  May  last,  he  sailed  from 
Alexandria,  on  board  the  Brig  Harriet,  Ca|itain  Williani 
Scott,  belonging  to  the  said  Christopher  Lowndes,  anil 
that  he  went  passenger  on  board  of  her  to  the  Island  of 
Barbadoes,  where  she  discharged  her  cargo,  and  that  to 
his,  the  said  deponent's  knowledge,  she  did  not  discharge 
or  dispose  of  any  part  of  it  till  she  arrived  in  the  Road  of 
Barbadoes ;  and  that  no  part  of  the  said  cargo  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  any  officer  of  His  Majesty's  Ships-of-War,  lor 
the  purpose  of  su])|ilying  them  or  the  Army  under  tl;e 
command  of  General  Gage. 

This  deponent  likewise  saith,  that  in  Hanqnon  Roads, 
on  their  way  out,  they  were  boarded  by  some  peo|)le  who 
said  they  belonged  to  a  vessel  of  war.  who  took  one  of  the 
hands  from  the  said  Brig,  and  this  deponent  saith  no  more. 
John  Tolson. 

Sworn  before:  Luke  IMARBfRV. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  sent  io 
the  Provincial  Convention,  now  sitting  at  Annapolis. 

True  copy  from  the  Records. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee: 

Thomas  Clagett,  Clerk. 

[No.  4.] 
Richmond,  Virginia,  .luly  21.  1775 

Gentlemen:  The  Convention  of  Delegates  .*br  tli:s 
Colony,  now  sitting,  have  almost  unanimously  come  to 
the  enclosed  resolution,  for  stopping  the  exportation  of  a4 
kinds  of  provisions  after  the  fifth  day  of  next  month. 

At  a  time  when  the  most  secret  arts  are  practising  lo 
furnish  our  enemies  with  the  means  of  protracting  the  un- 
happy dispute  with  the  Mother  Country,  the  necessity  oi 
adopting  this  measure  appears  so  evident,  that  this  Colony 
have  cheerfully  sacrificed  a  very  considerable  part  of  i;s 
property  by  agreeing  to  this  resolution. 

I  am  directed  to  transmit  the  resolution  to  you  as  early 

as  possible,  and  have  no  doubt  but  you  will  as  cheerful! v 

come  to  a  similar  one.     I  am,  with  great  respect,  your 

most  obedient  servant,  r,  r, 

Peyton  Randolph, 

President  of  the  Convention. 

In  Conrention,  Monday,  July  24,  1775 

Resolved,  That  no  Flour,  Wlieat,  or  other  Grain,  cr 
Provisions  of  any  kind,  be  exported  from  this  Colony  to 
any  part  of  the  world,  from  and  after  the  fifth  day  o{  Au- 
gust next,  until  the  Convention  or  Assembly  of  this  Co- 
lony, or  the  honourable  tlie  Continental  Congress,  shall 
order  otherwise ;  that  no  quantities  of  the  said  articles, 
more  than  are  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants, 
be  brought  to,  collected,  or  stored  in  the  Towns  or  other 
jilaces  upon  or  near  the  navigable  waters;  that  the  respect- 
ive County  Committees  be  directed  to  take  care  that  this 
Resolve  be  effectually  carried  into  execution ;  and  that  all 
contracts  made  for  the  sale  and  delivery  of  any  such  articles 
for  exportation,  between  this  time  and  the  tenth  day  of 
.September  next,  be  considered  as  null  and  void. 

Peyton  Randolph,  President. 

■No.  5.] 
PETITION  OF  A.   CAMPBELL  AND  W.  LILBURN. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Convention  : 

The  Petition  of  Archibald   Campbell  and  William 

LiLBURN  humbly  sheweth: 

That  your  petitioners  have  undesignedly  fallen  under  the 
censure  of  the  Committee  of  ^'r.  Mary's  County,  for  a 
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supposed  breach  of  tlie  Resolves  of  the  late  Provincial 
Coiiveniion;  which  censure,  ihey  apprehend,  was  ground- 
ed on  a  misconception  of  tiie  letter  and  spirit  of  the  pre- 
scribed re<,ndations,  and  therefore  bet;  leave  to  submit  the 
same,  toirelher  with  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  afore- 
said Commillei.',  to  the  consideration  of  the  honourable 
<  onveniion. 

Thev  be'^'  leave  to  represent,  that  for  a  considerable  time 
past  they  have  been  engatied  in  mercantile  transactions, 
the  first  "as  factor  for  John  Glassford  and  Company,  and 
the  other  for  James  Buchanan  and  Company,  at  their  I'e- 
spcctive  stores  on  Folomack  River,  which  concerns  have 
cl'.iefly  related  to  vending  of  Goods  for  Tobacco,  and  ship- 
ping the  same  to  their  principals  in  Gnat  Britain;  that 
many  persons  have  constantly  dealt  at  their  several  stores 
(11  credit,  and  have  been  supplied  with  such  commodities 
as  tliey  imported  for  sale  ;  in  return  for  which  they  have 
received  Tobacco  payments,  and  applied  the  same  in  load- 
ing such  vessels  as  were  consigned  to  them  by  their  con- 
stituents. They  further  represent,  that  in  this  commercial 
intercourse  their  usual  customers  have  always  relied  on 
t!'.em  to  sup|)ly  their  exigencies,  and  that  justice  and  grati- 
tude prompted  them  not  to  abuse  the  confidence  reposed 
i:i  them,  by  disposing  of  their  effects  lo  others,  in  prejudice 
of  tliose  with  whom  they  constantly  traded. 

That  their  conduct  in  this  respect  is  not  singular,  but 
conformable  to  the  general  practice  of  those  who  are  en- 
gaged in  similar  trafhck,  cannot  be  denied  ;  and  they  are 
induced  to  think  that  on  mature  consideration  it  cannot  be 
deemed  an  infraction  of  these  Resolves,  (which  thuy  arc 
anxious  to  observe,)  but  justifiable  on  every  principle  of 
reason  and  justice. 

Your  petitioners  shew,  that  in  the  present  scarcity  of 
British  manufacture,  they  had  not  any  greater  quantity  of 
coarse  Linens  than  was  sufticient  for  the  use  of  those  who, 
for  the  reasons  suggested,  they  were  bound  to  supply;  and 
that  the  said  Archibald  Cniiipbell  had  engaged  all  the 
Osnaburghs  remaining  in  his  store  to  the  different  customers 
who  frequented  it.  From  hence  it  will  ajipear,  that  he 
could  not,  consistent  either  with  his  express  or  implied  con- 
tracts, furnish  Mr.  Reciter  with  the  articles  he  requested  ; 
the  refusal  of  which  is  a  ground  lor  the  late  complaint 
against  him. 

Your  petitioner,  Archibald  Campbell,  also  sheweth,  that 
he  had  received  advice  of  a  vessel  intended  to  be  consigned 
to  him,  and  which  shortly  after  arrived,  to  be  laden  with 
Tobacco.  That  he  had  no  other  means  of  procuring  her 
cargo,  than  by  the  sale  of  Goods  to  those  who  usually  sup- 
plied him  with  that  commodity.  If,  therefore,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  receive  Cash  for  his  Merchandise,  the  vessel  must 
have  returned  without  her  freight,  to  the  great  injury  and 
expense  of  his  employer:  add  to  this,  as  an  obvious  con- 
sequence of  such  compidsion,  that  any  rival  in  trade  with 
a  command  of  Cash,  miidit  buy  up  the  Goods  of  others, 
and  thereby  gain  an  undue  advantage  in  this  branch  of 
commerce.  It  may  not  be  impropci-  fmther  to  remark, 
that  in  the  course  of  retail  dealings,  it  is  necessary  to  keep 
an  assortment  of  Merchandise,  and  that  an  uncontrolled 
liberty  to  the  purchaser,  and  an  obligation  on  the  seller  to 
permit  him  to  select  all  the  saleable  articles  in  a  store, 
would  be  promoting  the  interest  of  one  at  the  ruin  of  the 
other ;  nor  can  a  charge  of  partiality  or  oppression  be 
with  justice  alleged  against  a  merchant  who  is  desirous  of 
])referring  those  who  resort  to  him  lr)r  general  supplies  to 
liim  whose  application  is  casual,  fur  a  scarce  and  necessary 
article. 

Your  petitioners  further  shew,  that  they  have  endea- 
voured to  pay  due  deference  to  such  regulations  as  were 
thought  necessary  for  puhlick  interest,  and  have  contributed 
with  cheerfulness  to  the  general  service;  they,  therefore, 
feel  with  the  most  poignant  concern  their  late  (and  Hatter 
themselves)  unmerited  [iroscription. 

They  have  how^ever  the  consolation  to  declare,  that  if 
they  have  erred  it  was  without  consciousness  of  guilt,  and 
Lope  integrity  of  intention  may  not  be  imputed  to  them  as 
wilful  disobedience.  On  this  subject  the  discenmient  of 
tJieir  present  judges  renders  prolixity  of  argument  unne- 
cessary, and  to  their  decision  they  submit  with  respectful 
acquiescence. 

On  what  particular  part  of  the  sixth  Resolve  the  Com- 
mittee have  thought  proper  to  ground  their  sentence,  is  not 


certainly  known.  If  conjecture  is  indulged,  tlie  following 
words  may  be  supposed  to  comprise  the  accusation:  "That 
no  merchant  or  other  person  ought  lo  engross  any  Goods, 
Wares,  or  Merchandise,  whatsoever."  As  laws  should 
admonish  before  they  condemn,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
with  what  propriety  this  restrictive  rule  could  be  applied 
to  the  case  in  question.  Engrossing  is,  in  legal  idea,  an 
unjust  accumulation  of  property,  with  an  intent  lo  sell  it 
again;  which,  by  enhancing  the  jirice,  tends  to  the  puhlick 
injury.  If  the  ac(|uisition  is  lawful,  one  constituent  part  of 
the  offence  is  wanting,  and  the  term  in  the  Resolve  is  not 
properly  applicable.  To  say  that  the  word  may  have  an 
extensive  import  to  comprehend  what  is  not  expressed, 
would  be  to  confound  language,  and  entrap  the  unwary. 
AVith  submission  permit  us  to  observe,  that  we  ought  not 
in  these  instances  to  substitute  artificial  for  real  conviction, 
and  thereby  give  footing  lo  a  code  of  polity  which  may 
hereafter  be  turned  to  the  destruction  of  that  manly  free- 
dom for  which  we  are  now  contending.  Who  can  be  safe 
if  we  resort  lo  subtle  and  criminal  construction  as  the  glos- 
sary of  cominon  life  ? 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  pray  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  may  be  reconsidered.  If  they 
have  erred,  let  concessions  deprecate  resentment;  it  is. 
however,  hoped  that  a  rectitude  of  intention  will  shield 
them  from  imputed  guilt. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  County 
of  St.  Mary's,  held  at  the  Court-House  in  Leonardtown. 
on  Tuesday,  the  eighteenth  day  of  Jtdv,  Anno  Domini 
1775: 

Mr.  John  Recdcr,  Junior,  in  the  Chair; 

Among  other  were  the  following  proceedings,  to  wit: 

On  complaint  made  by  Doctor  Henry  Reeder  against 
Jlr.  Archibald  Campbell,  factor  for  John  Glassford,  Esq., 
and  Company,  at  their  store  in  Leonardtown,  for  refusing 
him  Goods  for  ready  money,  and  at  the  same  lime  declaring, 
that  he  would  not  sell  his  Goods  for  Cash,  but  for  Tobacco 
only : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell  be  required 
immediately  to  attend  this  Committee,  to  answer  unto  the 
matter  wherewith  charged. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell  appearing.  Doctor 
Henry  Recdcr  was,  by  and  in  the  presence  of  the  said 
Archibald  Campbell,  examined  relative  lo  the  complaint  -di 
aforesaid  made,  who  proved  the  fact  as  alleged  to  the  ge- 
neral satisfaction  of  the  Committee;  who  thereupon  pro- 
ceeded (alter  having  first  heard  what  Mr.  Campbell  had  lo 
offer  in  his  defence)  to  take  into  their  consideration  the 
tendency  of  such  a  procedure;  which,  upon  being  fully 
debated,  duly  weighed,  and  maturely  considered,  was  almost 
unanimously  judged  lo  be  a  manifest  violation  of  the  sixth 
Resolve  of  the  Provincial  Convention,  held  at  Annapolis 
by  adjournment,  on  the  eighth  day  oi  December,  1774. 

And  therefore,  Resolved,  for  ourselves  and  constituents. 
That  no  Gentleman  of  the  Law,  from  this  time  forward, 
ought  lo  bring  or  prosecute  any  suit  for  any  debt  due  to 
the  store  o{  John  Glassford,  Esquire,  and  Company,  at 
Leonardtown,  of  which  the  said  factor,  Rlr.  Archibald 
Campbell,  has  the  management. 

Resolved,  also.  That  the  proceedings  against  the  said 
Archibald  Campbell  be  ])ublished  in  the  Marylaml  Ga- 
zette, to  the  intent  that  all  persons  concerned  luay  have 
due  notice  thereof. 

At  the  same  lime,  upon  complaint  made  by  Captain 
George  Cooke,  against  Mr.  William  Lilburn,  factor  for 
I\Ir.  James  Buchanan  and  Company,  at  their  store  at  St. 
/;iri;-of."i' Warehouse,  for  acting  in  a  similar  manner;  which 
the  baid  Jl'illiam  Lilburn,  here  present,  admits  to  be  true  : 

Resolved,  That  ihe  said  Lilburn  has  violated  the  afore- 
said Resolve,  and  that  he  also  be  published  in  the  Mary- 
land Gazette,  lo  the  intent  as  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  tnie  copy  taken 
from  the  Minutes  kept  for  the  Committee  for  the  County 
of  St.  Mary's,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  this  twenty- 
second  da\'  of  July,  Annoque  Domini  1775. 

TnioTHv  Bowers,  Clerk  of  the  Committee. 

[xVo.  6.] 
At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee,  at  the  Court- 
House,  on  Tuesday,  the  13th  July,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  I\l. 
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Piesent :  Mr.  Jf'Uliam  Smith  in  the  Cliair,  and  twenty- 
eight  Members ; 

A  Letter  from  James  Christie,  Junior,  Merchant  of  this 
Town,  directed  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gabriel  Christie, 
of  His  Majesty's  Sixtieth  Regiment,  at  Antigua,  having 
been  intercepted,  was  laid  before  the  Committee,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the 
following  paragraphs  are  |iart  of  its  contents  : 

"  Baltimore,  February  22,  1775. 

"  We  are  in  such  horrible  confusion  here  with  our  ]ioli- 
ticks  there  is  no  depending  on  any  thing;  and  that,  added 
to  other  things,  makes  me  wish  myself  out  of  the  Province. 
We  are  little  behind  the  New-Englanders  in  mustering, 
purchasing  arms,  ammunition.  Sec.  We  liave  some  violent 
fanatical  spirits  among  us,  who  do  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  run  ihinc;s  to  the  utmost  extremity,  and  they  have 
gone  so  far  that  we  moderate  people  are  under  a  necessity 
of  uniting  for  our  own  defence,  after  being  threatened  with 
expulsion,  loss  of  life,  Sic,  for  not  acceding  to  what  we 
deem  treason  and  rebellion. 

■'The  Provost  and  family  are  very  well.  Our  publick 
affairs  vex  him,  and  he  wishes  hiniself  away;  but  1  know 
not  when,  or  if  ever  that  will  happen.  A  part  of  yoius,or 
•any  other  Regiment,  I  believe,  would  keep  us  very  quiet." 

The  Committee  then  summoned  Mr.  Christie  to  attend 
them,  but  being  confined  to  his  bed,  he  was  unable  to  do 
it.  They  then  sent  iVIessrs.  James  Calhnun,  JVilliam 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Harrison,  Thomas  Jones,  Jf'Uliam 
Gooiluin,  and  Isaac  Vanhibher,  to  wait  on  him  at  his  house, 
and  inquire  whether  the  said  Letter  was  wrote  by  him. 

The  gentlemen  returned,  and  report  that  Mr.  Christie 
had  been  shown  the  Letter,  and  acknowledged  that  it  was 
wToie  by  him,  but  recjuested  that  any  further  proceedings 
thereon  might  be  postponed  until  his  health  would  permit 
his  personal  attendance. 

The  Committee  not  thinking  it  proper  to  comply  with 
his  request,  as  Mr.  Christie  had  confessed  that  he  had 
wrote  the  Letter,  immediately  gave  him  notice  thereof. 
Upon  which  Mr.  Robert  Christie  attended  on  his  behalf; 
but  it  growing  late,  and  many  of  the  Members  being  with- 
drawn, the  Committee  directed  a  guard  of  nine  men,  under 
the  command  of  an  officer,  to  be  placed  round  Mr.  Chris- 
tie's house,  and  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at 
nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  July  14,  1775. 

The  Committee  met  according  to  adjournment.  Pre- 
sent :  Mr.  William  Smith,  Chairman,  and  thirty-two  Mem- 
bers. 

They  resumed  the  business  of  yesterday.  Mr.  Robert 
Christie,  Junior,  attended,  and  declared,  that  Mr.  Jajnes 
Christie  was  very  sorry  for  the  Letter  he  had  wrote  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Christie;  that  he  did  not  mean  any  harm 
by  it,  and  that  he  was  very  willing  to  acquiesce  in  the  de- 
termination of  the  Committee. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Dr.  John  Boyde  and  Mr. 
John  McLure  (Members  of  the  Committee)  do  wait  on 
JMr.  Christie,  and  inquire  of  him  who  those  moderate 
people  were  that  united  for  their  defence,  as  mentioned  in 
ills  Letter,  and  that  they  take  his  answer  in  writing. 

The  gentlemen  returned,  and  report,  that  Mr.  Christie 
declared  there  never  was  any  association  between  him  and 
his  friends  for  the  purpose  alluded  to,  or  for  any  other  ]jur- 
pose,  and  all  that  he  remembers  to  have  passed  on  the  occa- 
sion was,  that  some  time  last  winter  he  was  informed,  that 
he.  with  some  of  his  friends,  were  to  be  made  a  publick  ex- 
am jile  of,  for  not  uniting  with  the  Town  in  the  present  op|io- 
sitiou ;  and  this  being  spoken  of  accidentally  among  two  or 
three  of  his  friends,  it  was  proposed,  whether  an  association 
for  mutual  defence  would  be  advisable;  but  no  determina- 
tion being  then  made,  and  they  soon  after  being  convinced 
that  no  threats  worth  notice  had  been  thrown  out  against 
them,  the  matter  dropped,  and  was  never  afterwards  thought 
of,  or  attempted,  and  that  it  was  at  this  time  of  doubt  and 
apprehension  that  he  had  wrote  the  Letter  in  question, 
which  accounts  for  that  part  of  it  alluded  to  in  this  inquiry. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  take  Mr.  Christie's  con- 
duct with  respect  to  said  Letter  into  further  and  deliberate 
consideration,  and  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  by 
representing  in  said  Letter  the  people  of  this  Tov\n  to  be 
concerned  in  treasonable  and  rebellious  practices,  and  that 


a  number  of  soldiers  would  keep  ihern  quiet,  he  has  mani- 
fested a  spirit  and  principle  altogether  inimical  to  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  liberties  of  .^merjcrt.  They  do,  therefore, 
think  it  their  duty  to  advertise  the  said  James  Christie, 
Junior,  as  an  enemy  to  this  Country,  and  all  persons  are 
desired  to  break  ofi'  all  connection  and  intercourse  with 
him. 

The  Committee  do  further  Resolve,  That  as  the  crime  of 
whicli  the  said  James  Christie  is  guilty  is  of  so  dangerous 
and  atrocious  a  nature,  they  will  lay  tiie  same  before  their 
Delegates  at  the  Continental  Congress,  for  their  ad\ice  ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  it  is 

Ordered,  That  as  Mr.  Christie  is  confined  to  his  bed, 
and  cannot  be  removed  with  safety  to  a  place  of  security, 
the  same  guard  be  continued  at  his  house,  to  prevent  any 
escape  attempted  either  by  himself  or  the  assistance  of  his 
friends,  and  that  Mr.  Christie  pay  each  man  five  Shillings 
for  each  twenty-four  liours,  and  the  officer  seven  ShillinLS 
and  six  Pence. 

A  report  having  been  circulated  that  a  number  of  Arms 
and  a  quantity  of  Ammunition  were  secretly  lodged  in  t!is 
house  of  Mr.  James  Christie,  and  the  same  being  men- 
tioned in  the  Committee,  they  directed  two  of  their  Mem- 
bers, Captain  Clopptr  and  Mr.  James  Cox,  to  go  im- 
mediately and  search  Mr.  Christie's  house;  which  they 
accordingly  did,  and  reported  that  they  had  examined  the 
house  attentively  in  every  part,  attended  by  Mr.  Robert. 
Christie,  Junior,  and  that  they  only  found  two  Guns  and 
a  pair  of  Pistols,  and  no  Ammunition,  and  were  convinced 
no  others  were  in  the  house. 

At  a  sjiecial  meeting  of  the  Committee,  .htly  21,  177-0. 
Present:  Mr.  Samuel  Turviuiice  in  the  Chair,  and  twenty 
Members. 

A  Letter  from  the  Deputies  of  this  Province  at  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  was  laid  before  the  Committee,  wiierein 
they  inform  the  Committee  that  they  had  laid  the  Pro- 
ceedings on  Mr.  Christie's  Letter  befoie  the  Congress,  and 
that  body  thought  it  proper  to  refer  it  to  the  Provinc.al 
Convention. 

The  following  Letter  was  laid  before  the  Committee : 

"Jo!y  21,  1775. 

"Sir;  I  am  now  a  little  better,  and  the  doctor  is  of 
opinion  that  fresh  air  and  moderate  exercise  would  contri- 
bute much  to  restoring  my  health.  I  have  to  entreat  of 
you  to  represent  this  to  the  Committee,  and  to  request  of 
them  for  me  that  if  they  think  proper  I  may  have  my  lib- 
erty for  the  above  purpose,  on  my  giving  such  security  as 
the  Committee  may  require  for  my  appearance  before  them 
when  required.  Your  favour  in  tins  will  oblige.  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  James  Christie,  Jun. 

'•To  Mr.  Samuel  Purvinnce,  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

On  considering  the  premises,  the  Committee  refer  the 
determination  to  a  fuller  Conniiittee  on  Monday  next,  and 
in  the  mean  time  that  Mr.  Christie  may  be  permitted  to 
ride  out  attended  by  his  guard. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  C'ommittee,  July  24,  177.5,  Pie- 
sent  Mr.  Samuel  Furviance  in  tlie  Chair,  and  forty  Mem- 
bers : 

Mr.  Robert  Christie  appeared  in  behalf  of  Mr.  James 
Christie,  and  requested  that  his  guard  might  be  dismissed 
on  security  being  given  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Conmiii- 
tee  for  his  appearance  before  tlie  Committee  or  Provincial 
Convention  when  iheieunto  required,  and  that  he  would 
not  depart  the  Province  without  their  permission  ;  wiiich 
being  debated,  it  v.'as  resolved  to  accept  five  securities,  by 
a  majority  of  twenty-one  to  fourteen,  and  accordingly  the 
following  security  was  entered  into  and  signed. 

Copy  from  the  Minutes :  Wm.  Lrx,  Secy. 

''  I  do  hereby  solemnly  engai'e  not  to  depart  this  Pro- 
vince without  the  permission  and  consent  of  the  Committee 
of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County,  or  the  Provincial 
Convention,  first  had  and  obtained.  As  witness  my  hand 
this  twenty -fourth  day  oi  July,  1775. 

"James  Christie,  Jun. 
"Witness:  Robirt  Alexander,  Richard  Buchanan." 
"  We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do  hereby 
undertake  and  solemnly  engage   that  James  Christie,  m 
Baltimore  Town,  shall  not  depart  this  Province  without 
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the  permission  and  consent  of  the  Committee  of  Observa- 
tio:i  for  Bulilinore  County,  or  the  Provincial  Convention, 
first  liad  and  obtained,  but  shall  stay  and  abide  the  deter- 
mination and  sentence  that  shall  or  may  be  pronounced 
Uijainst  him  by  the  next  Provincial  Convention,  for  the 
heinous  o/fence  commilied  by  him  against  the  community; 
and  in  case  the  said  Jamts  Christie  shall  dei)arl  this  l*ro- 
viiice  without  such  leave,  we  and  each  of  us  do  hereby 
voluntarily  ai^ree  to  submit  to  the  same  punishment  that 
would  have  been  inflicted  on  the  said  Jnmes  Christie  if 
lie  had  not  departed.  As  witntss  our  hands  this  twenty- 
fourth  day  o(  July,  1775. 

"  Kob't  Chiustik,  Jun.,     A.  STEr<HoisE, 
"  Henry  Stevenson,  John  CRAif;, 

"James  Jaffkav.  Eee.s'h.  Mackie. 


•■Witness: 


n:  Smith:- 


[Nc 


Mi.-lviU's  Weirehouso,  AuLjust  3,  1775. 

At  a  meeting;  of  the  Committee  of  Caroline  County, 
Captain  Matthew  Driver  in  the  Ciiair ;  were  present : 
Messrs.  Thomas  Hardcastle,  Giles  Hicks,  Daniel  Skin- 
ver,  Thomas  Fouiiiigtoii,  Aaron  Downcs,  William  Rich, 
John  fVhitc,  Hilliain  Haslett,  Jl'illiam  Chipley,  Ezekiel 
Hunter,  Robert  Hardcaslle,  David  Robinson,  John  Ste- 
vens, jyUliam  Bell,  and  Solomon  Mason,  Esquires. 

The  Committee  being  informed  by  Capt.  Henry  Dounes 
that  he  having  been  advised  that  a  certain  John  Ifillinms 
liad  endeavoured  to  dissuade  sundry  persons  enrolled  in 
bis  Company  from  mustering,  and  had  made  use  of  many 
expressions  which  highly  reflected  on  the  Americans,  for 
having  taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  rights  and  privi- 
leges, which  had  induced  him,  assisted  by  many  of  the 
Sons  of  Liberty,  to  take  the  said  Williams,  on  the  six- 
teenth day  of  June  last,  and  carry  him  to  Tuckahoc  Bridge; 
but  after  some  inquiries  had  been  made  by  the  people  then 
present,  they  judged  it  most  expedient  to  refer  Williams 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  a  discussion  of  his 
conduct,  and  the  first  Wednesday  of  August  was  fixed  for 
a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  that  purpose  ;  agreeable 
to  which  appointment  the  said  JVilliams  now  appears. 

Patrick  Hart  and  James  Jf'alkcr  being  both  duly  sworn, 
fiejiose  and  declare,  that  John  JVilliams  did  censure  them 
both  for  mustering,  and  said  they  took  u()  arms  against 
their  King,  and  were  fools. 

And  it  further  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  when 
("ompanies  were  first  formed,  agreeable  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Provincial  Convention,  that  the  said  Williams 
joined  a  certain  ./oA«  Cooper  in  forming  a  Company  to  act 
in  opposition  to  said  recommendation  ;  and  after  Cooper 
liad  renounced  those  principles,  and  resigned  his  post  in 
said  Company,  he  the  said  Williams  did  persist  and  en- 
deavour to  keep  up  said  Company,  and  now  declares  that 
he  never  will  exercise  on  the  principles  now  adopted  for 
the  preservation  of  our  constitutional  rights. 

Resolved,  That  he  be  kept  by  the  SherifT  of  this  County, 
assisted  by  a  Guard  of  a  Sergeant  and  six  Men,  in  the 
Jail,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Provincial  Convention 
or  this  Committee. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Thomas  Hardcaslle  be  appointed  to  go 
to  Annapolis,  and  present  a  copy  of  this  day's  proceedings 
to  the  Provincial  Convention,  now  sitting,  and  there  beg 
their  instructions  in  writing  to  this  Committee  respecting 
the  above-named  John  Williams. 

The  Committee  adjourns  to  Monday  next. 

A  true  copy:  Henry  Downes,  Jun.,  Clerk. 


[No,  H.! 

To  the  Honourable  Convention  at  Annapolis: 
Tlic  Petition  of  Richard    Henderson,  of  Bladens- 

BURGH,  humbly  shewcth  : 

That  your  petitioner  being  in  great  hazard  of  his  person 
and  property,  through  the  means  of  another,  begs  leave  to 
lay  before  you  the  following  facts,  wliich  are  substantially 
true,  although,  from  the  confusion  usually  thrown  upon 
the  mind  in  times  of  extreme  and  unexpected  danger,  tbey 
may  not  be  in  every  minute  point  fully  related. 

On  Monday  last,  the  ;31st  of  July,  being  for  the  day 


commanding  officer  of  the  Bladensburgh  Company,  a 
letter  from  Colonel  Joshua  Beall  was  put  into  my  hands, 
to  be  read  to  the  Company.  Our  Company  was  not  full, 
wherefore  I  put  the  letter  into  my  pocket,  intending  to  wait 
the  coming  of  more  men.  But  the  Company  being  impa- 
tient, 1  opened  it,  and  to  my  astonishment  found  that  it 
contained  an  intercepted  letter,  written  by  a  youth  wlx) 
assisted  at  my  store,  expressing  the  strongest  sentiments. 
I  called  for  the  Cleik  to  read  it,  but  he  being  absent,  I  was 
foiced  to  read  it.  The  Company  then  proposed  to  put 
the  youti),  whose  name  is  George  Munro,  under  arrest, 
unless  some  person  would  be  answerable  for  his  appear- 
ance befoie  the  Committee  on  the  next  day. 

I  refused  to  be  answerable,  so  he  had  sentries  placed  on 
him;  but  afterwards,  he  being  sick,  and  it  seeming  to  be 
the  wish  of  the  Company  that  1  should  become  answerable, 
I  complied. 

On  Tuesday  morning  I  saw  him,  and  he  expressed  no 
apprehension  about  appearing  before  the  Committee  ;  and 
therefore,  at  the  beating  to  arms,  I  joined  the  Company, 
and  never  afterwards  saw  him,  being  with  the  Company 
constantly  till  near  evening,  when  I  was  sent  for  by  tlw 
Committee,  and  asked  to  bring  Mr.  Munro.  I  went,  but 
about  noon  a  great  number  of  men,  with  loaded  arms, 
liav ing  come  to  Town,  and  declared  their  determination  to 
tar  and  feather  him,  and  having  brought  an  old,  lean,  sore- 
backed,  dull  horse,  whereon  to  set  him  and  drum  him 
through  the  Town,  whatever  might  be  the  sentiments  ol 
the  Committee,  the  youth  was  struck  with  an  agony  oi 
fear,  and  rode  oft'.  It  must  have  been  the  fright  wliich 
induced  him  to  go,  for  he  had  an  opportunity  in  the  night. 
When  it  was  found  that  he  was  gone,  the  people  out  ol 
doors  having  beset  the  Committee,  became  outrageous, 
and  at  last,  after  1  had  done  all  in  my  power  with  the 
utmost  difliculty,  they  allowed  the  Committee  to  grant  me 
till  Monday  next  to  produce  Mr.  Munro.  I  had  before 
this  sent  two  active  men,  appointed  by  the  people,  after 
him,  at  my  expense,  and  there  are  two  men  gone  since,  to 
whom  I  pay  a  dollar  a  day  each,  their  expenses,  and  find 
horses. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  and  that  I  made  oath  that  I 
fully  expected  he  would  not  have  gone  away  befjie  attend- 
ing the  Committee,  the  private  animosity  of  some  men 
renders  my  property  insecure,  and  brings  my  family  into 
the  utmost  tcrrour.  Jasper  Wirt,  who  built  the  house  in 
which  I  have  peaceably  lived  for  these  ten  years,  has 
endeavoured  to  get  people  to  join  him  in  pulling  it  down, 
alleging  that  when  1  drew  the  articles  of  agreement  which 
he  and  I  interchangeably  signed  and  sealed,  I  read  those 
parts  only  which  I  thought  fit,  and  passed  over  other  parts, 
thereby  deceiving  him  ;  every  part  of  which  allegation  I 
have  already  offered  to  Captain  Andrew  lieall's  Company 
to  prove,  and  can  at  any  time  prove  by  authentick  papers 
to  be  utterly  false. 

At  the  request  of  your  petitioner,  the  Committee  have 
appointed  Monday  next  to  determine  what  course  of  con- 
duct should  be  pursued ;  however,  there  is  reason  to  fear, 
from  tlie  temper  and  disposition  of  many  who  were  present 
at  the  late  examination,  that  the  attempts  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  preserve  jieace  and  good  order  will  prove  inelTectual, 
unless  this  Convention  will  take  the  matter  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  manifest  the  impropriety  and  injustice  of 
inflicting  punishment  on  a  person  no  otherwise  culpable 
than  by  being  incapable  of  procuring  the  absconded  party, 
whose  flight  was  occasioned  by  a  breach  of  that  good  order 
which  was  by  a  former  Convention  enjoined. 

Richard  Henderson. 
Anne  Ahindel  Cointy,  ss.,  Arc.  d,  1775: 

Richard  Henderson  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  narra- 
tive is,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  just  and  true. 

Sworn  before  me  :  William  Eddis. 

In  C'oniiiiitter,  Bladensburgli,  Augnst  7,  1775. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ganil,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  took  into  consideration  the  Letter  from 
the  honourable  Provincial  Congress,  relative  to  Mr.  Mun- 
ro's  escape  from  Bladensburgh,  and  are  of  opinion,  that 
Mr..  Richard  Henderson  was  no  ways  aiding,  assisting,  or 
even  privy  to  the  said  George  Munro^s  escape. 

Signed  by  order :  Thomas  Williams,  Clerk. 
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Pkince  George's  County,  Aug.  3,  1775: 

1,  Thomas  Macgill,  being  one  of  tlie  Committee  of  the 
County  aforesaid,  make  oath  on  the  Holy  EvangeHsts  of 
Almighty  Clod,  lliat  on  Tuesday  last,  after  Jasper  Wirt, 
with  a  body  of  peoiile,  had  expressed  great  vengeance 
a!i;ainst  Richard  Htndersvn,  1  was  in  company  with  James 
lloggan,  and  Jasper  JVirl  coming  up,  Mr.  Iloggan  asked 
him  wliy,  he  was  so  violent;  on  which  Jasper  said  that 
he  had  now  disjiersed  the  company,  but  they  would  meet 
aiiain  on  Monday.  Mr.  Hoggan  asked  him  what  the 
people  would  meet  for ;  to  w  liich  Jasper  answered,  that 
he  liad  not  yet  forgotten  the  building  of  Mr.  Henderson's 
house.  Thomas  Macgill. 


Bcforo  me: 


CiiiiisTOPiiEa  Lowndes. 


[No.  9.1 
To  the  Honourable  the  Delegates  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Province  of  Maryland,  in  Convention  now  assembled: 
The  Memorial  o/ James  Christie,  Jun.,  of  Baltimore 
County,  humbly  shcweth : 

That  your  memorialist  did,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of 
February  last,  write  the  letter  (a  copy  of  w  hich  is  hereunto 
annexed)  to  his  friend  and  cousin  germane,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Christie,  in  the  Island  o(  Antigua;  that  at  the 
time  of  writing  the  said  letter  your  memorialist  unfortu- 
nately could  not  approve  of  the  measures  then  pursued  in 
this  Province,  as  a  Petition  from  the  honourable  Continen- 
tal Congress  was  then  lying  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne  of 
Great  Britain,  the  result  of  which  was  not  at  that  time 
known  in  America. 

That  the  said  letter  having  been  intercepted  by  means 
to  your  memorialist  altogether  unknown,  was,  on  the  13th 
o\' July,  instant,  laid  before  the  Comnntlec  o(  Baltimore 
County,  who  came  to  such  resolutions  on  the  same  as  will 
appear  to  this  Convention  by  copy  of  the  [)roceedings  here- 
unto annexed.  That  in  pursuance  of  the  said  resolutions, 
your  memorialist  has  already  sulfered  a  painful  imprison- 
ment, and  hath  ])aid  to  the  guard  appointed  by  tlie  Com- 
mittee the  sura  of  thirty-one  Pounds,  seventeen  Shillings 
and  six  Pence,  current  money,  as  will  appear  by  the  receipt 
for  the  same,  ready  to  be  produced. 

That  by  a  subsequent  Resolution  of  the  said  Commit- 
tee on  the  24th  instant,  the  said  guard  was  discharged,  on 
the  application  of  your  memorialist  for  that  purpose,  upon 
your  memofialist  giving  an  obligation,  with  five  securities, 
not  to  depart  the  Province  without  leave  of  tlie  said  Com- 
mittee, or  this  Convention.  And  your  memorialist  pre- 
sumes, with  all  deference,  to  say,  that  the  letter  in  ques- 
tion, the  contents  of  which  has  excited  so  much  uneasiness 
in  the  minds  of  the  good  people  of  this  Piovince,  could 
not  be  productive  of  any  ill  effect,  being  wrote  by  a  private 
individual  to  his  friend  and  relation,  a  person  who  had  not 
the  power,  if  he  had  the  inclination,  and  who,  from  regard 
to  his  own  private  interest,  and  from  the  ties  of  blood,  (his 
wife,  family,  and  fortune,  being  in  this  Country,)  cannot 
be  su])posed  to  be  active  in  devising  measures  to  crush  the 
liberties  thereof.  And  in  the  most  solemn  manner  your 
memorialist  avers,  that  he  never  harboured  a  wish  lo  intro- 
duce a  military  force  into  this  Province  for  the  purpose  of 
enslaving  tlie  inhabitants  thereof.  And  your  memorialist 
begs  leave  to  add,  that  he  is  extremely  sorry  that  his  pri- 
vate opinion  should  have  given  any  offence;  he  was  far 
bom  intending  any;  he  considered  himself  as  writing  to  a 
friend  in  confidence,  and  had  no  expectation  or  wish  that 
such  private  opinions  would  ever  appear  in  publick,  or  be 
pioductive  of  any  publick  measures  whatever. 

That  the  said  Committee  having  referred  all  further  pro- 
ceedings on  )our  memorialist's  case  to  the  gentlemen  dele- 
gated by  this  Province  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
they  having  referred  the  same  to  the  consideration  of  this 
Convention,  obliges  your  memorialist  to  make  this  applica- 
tion, humbly  to  request  that  this  honourable  Convention 
will  consider  your  memorialist's  case,  and  discharge  your 
memorialist  and  his  securities  from  the  said  obligation,  and 
also  grant  permission  to  your  memorialist  to  depart  the 
Province  with  all  convenience,  without  molestation  in  per- 
son or  property. 

Your  memorialist,  relying  upon  the  wisdom  and  huma- 
nity of  this  honoui-able  Convention,  most  cheerfully  sub- 
FouRTH  Series. — Vol.  hi. 


mils  his  case  to  their  decision,  humbly  praying  that  the 
blessings  of  peace  and  tranquillity  may  be  restored  to  every 
part  of  the  British  Empire.  That  the  rights  and  privileges 
o{  America  may  be  established  on  a  firm  and  lasting  basis, 
and  a  speedy  and  honourable  reconciliation  take  place  be- 
tween the  Parent  State  and  her  Colonies,  is  the  sincere 
wish  of  your  memorialist,  James  Christie,  Jun. 

lialtuiiorL',  July  27,  1775. 


Annapolis,  August  11,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  We  are,  jointly  with  Mr.  William  Russell 
and  Mr.  Daniel  Bowly,  of  Baltimore,  owners  of  the  Brig 
]\ancy,  Captain  Sands.  Some  time  in  the  month  of  May 
last,  we  chartered  this  brig  to  Messrs.  IVallace,  Davidson, 
and  Johnson,  to  load  with  tobacco  in  Potomack,  for  Lon- 
don. She  is  now  loaded,  and  ready  to  clear  out  on  her 
intended  voyage,  but  she  having  lain  longer  by  a  consider- 
able time  than  was  expected,  in  collecting  her  cargo,  and 
the  season  having  been  remarkably  dry,  the  worm  have  in- 
jured her  bottom  to  such  a  degree  as  to  render  her  unfit  to 
proceed  to  sea ;  and  before  she  can  do  so  her  cargo  must 
be  relanded  and  her  bottom  sheathed.  Work  of  this  kind 
cannot  be  done  where  she  lays:  we  must  have  her  up  to 
Baltimore.  Lender  these  circu;iistances,  the  work  being 
tedious,  we  are  apprehensive  the  vessel  cannot  be  finished 
previous  to  the  tenth  of  September.  It  is  our  wish  to  make 
rules  formed  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  our  line  of 
conduct,  nor  would  we,  we  assure  you  gentlemen,  under 
any  specious  pretences,  endeavour  to  infringe  them.  Our 
situation  is  a  very  peculiar  one.  We  beg  you  will  take  it 
into  consideration,  and  allow  us,  if  not  in  our  power  to  do 
it  before,  to  reload  the  above  cargo  after  the  tenth  of  Sep- 
tember. The  vessel  and  cargo  shall  be  cleared  out  before. 
We  desire  to  be  sworn  as  to  the  fitness  and  condition  of  the 
vessel  to  take  in  her  cargo  at  the  time  of  her  going  from 
Baltimore  to  Potomack. 

We  know  the  arduous  business  in  which  you  are  now  en- 
gaged, gentlemen,  must  take  up  much  of  your  attention. 
We  are  sorry  to  be  an  interruption  to  it,  but  hope  our  situ- 
ation will  be  a  sufficient  apology,  as  well  as  further  excuse 
us  in  desiring  your  speedy  directions  in  this  business,  the 
condition  of  the  vessel  being  such  as  to  render  some  imme- 
diate steps  necessary  to  be  taken  with  her. 

We  are  with  respect,  Gentlemen,  }our  most  obedient 

s*^''™"'^'  William  Lux, 

Matthew  Ridley. 

■         [No.  12.] 

August  2,  177y. 

By  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Honourable  Provin- 
cial Convention  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of 
establishing  a  Manufactory  of  Anns  u-ithin  this  Pro- 
vince, and  the  cxpe}ise  and  best  mode  to  carry  the  same 
into  execution : 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  establishing  a 
publick  Manufactory  of  Arms  in  this  Province  would  be 
attended  with  great  expense,  much  delay,  and  would  by  no 
means  answer  the  exigencies  of  the  Province  ;  but  from 
the  best  information  in  so  short  a  time  to  be  procured,  do 
conceive  that  Arms  may  be  furnished  sooner  and  at  less 
expense,  by  engaging  immediately  all  gunsmiths  and  others 
concerned  in  carrying  on  that  business. 

We,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  recommend,  that  proper 
persons  be  apiJointed  in  each  County  to  contract  with  the 
gunsmiths  in  their  several  Districts,  and  that  a  sum  of  pub- 
lick money  be  lodged  in  their  hands,  to  be  advanced  at 
their  discretion  to  the  contractors  (on  security)  to  enable 
them  with  greater  expedition  to  fulfil  their  engagements. 

There  are  three  gunsmith  shops  in  Baltimore  Town, 
one  in  Georgetoivn,  four  in  Frcdcricktoivn,  one  near 
Fredericktoivn,  two  in  Hagerstoiun,  and  one  in  Jerusalem 
Town;  in  the  whole  amounting  to  twelve.  We  are  in- 
formed that  each  of  these  shops  can  in  one  month  com- 
plete twenty  substantial  JMuskcts,  (the  dimensions  of  which 
may  be  forty-two  inches  in  length,  three-fourths  of  an  inch 
clear  in  the  bore,  one  and  a  half  inch  diameter  at  the 
breech,  and  seven-eighths  of  an  inch  at  the  muzzle,)  with 
steel  Rammers,  and  Bayonets  twenty  inches  in  length, 
including  the  Stock. 
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The  price  of  the  Musket  with  its  Bayonet  maybe  about 
four  Pounds;  the  Cartridge  Box,  of  twenty  tliree  charges 
and  slintr,  the  shut;  for  tlie  Musket,  the  scabbard  and  belt 
for  the  Bayonet,  will  altogether  cost  about  twenty  Shillings  ; 
so  tliat  by  this  mode  two  hundred  and  forty  Muskets  may 
be  furnished  monthly :  besides  we  are  informed  there  are 
several  gunsmiths  on  the  Easttrn  Shore,  and  in  other 
places. 

And  we  ajiprehend,  from  the  great  encouragement  ar- 
tificers in  this  business  will  receive,  their  number  will  soon 
be  greatly  increased,  and  therefore  the  quantity  of  Arms 
we  want  may  be  furnished  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  the 
above  calculation  supposes;  and  we  offer  it  as  our  opinion, 
that  a  proportion  of  RiHes  may  be  also  had,  if  it  should 
be  found  necessary.  Should  that  be  the  case,  we  recom- 
mend them  to  be  three  feet  four  inches  in  lengtli,  and  one 
half  inch  the  bore  ;  which  we  su|)|)ose  may  bo  had,  well 
fixed,  at  about  five  Pounds  each  ;  and  we  apprehend  that 
Swords  and  Tomahawks  may  also  be  manufactured  in  this 
Province. 

If  this  mode  meets  with  your  approbation,  we  recom- 
mend that  each  Gun  be  jjroved  before  it  shall  be  received, 
and  when  proved  that  the  word  "Maryland"  be  stamped 
on  the  barrel. 

We  further  offer  our  opinion  that  the   persons  to  hn  ap- 

])ointed  to  contract,  shall  from  time  advise  the of 

the  number  of  Guns  by  them  received,  to  the  end  that  some 
further  provision  may  be  made  in  case  this  mode  shall  not 
be  found  to  answer  the  purpose  of  jirocuring  Arms  with 
expedition. 

All  this  we  humbly  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
honourable  Convention. 

C.  Beattv,  Jajiks  Murray, 

Stephen  West,         Jer.  T.  Chase, 
Wm.  Buchanan,         Wm.  Deakins,  Jun. 
John  Hanson,  Jun., 

(No.  13) 

Association  of  the  Freemen  of  Maryland,  July  26,  1775. 
The  long  premeditated,  and  now  avowed  design  of  the 
British  Government  to  raise  a  revenue  from  the  property 
of  the  Colonists,  without  their  consent,  on  the  gift,  grant, 
and  disposition  of  the  Commons  of  Vrtat  Britain;  the 
arbitrary  and  vindictive  statutes  passed  under  colour  of  pun- 
ishing a  riot,  to  subdue  by  military  force  and  by  famine  the 
Massachusetts-Bay;  the  unlimited  power  assumed  by  Par- 
liament to  alter  the  Charter  of  that  I'rovince,  and  the  Con- 
stitutions of  all  the  Colonies,  thereby  destroying  the  essen- 
tial securities  of  the  lives,  liberties  and  properties  of  the 
Colonists;  the  commencement  of  hostilities  by  the  Minis- 
terial forces,  and  the  cruel  prosecution  of  the  war  against 
the  people  of  the  Massachusetts- Bay,  followed  by  General 
Gage's  Proclamation,  declaring  almost  the  whole  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies,  by  name  or  description, 
rebels  and  traitors;  are  sufficient  causes  to  arm  a  free 
People  in  defence  of  their  liberty,  and  to  justify  resistance, 
no  longer  dictated  by  prudence  merely,  but  by  necessity, 
and  leave  no  alternative  but  base  submission,  or  manly 
opposition  to  uncontrollable  tyranny.  The  Congress  chose 
the  latter;  and  for  the  express  purpose  of  securing  and  de- 
fending the  United  Colonies,  and  preserving  them  in  safety 
against  all  attempts  to  carry  the  above  mentioned  Acts  into 
execution  by  force  of  arms,  resolved  that  the  said  Colo- 
nies be  immediately  put  into  a  state  of  defence;  and  now 


support,  at  the  joint  expense,  an  Army  to  restrain  the 
furtiier  violence,  and  repel  the  future  attacks,  of  a  disap- 
pointed and  exasperated  enemy. 

We,  therefore,  inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Maryland, 
firmly  persuaded  that  it  is  necessary  and  justifiable  to  repel 
force  by  force,  do  approve  of  the  opposition  by  arms  to  tlie 
British  Troops  employed  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  late 
acts  and  statutes  of  the  British  Parliament,  for  raising  a 
revenue  in  America,  and  altering  and  changing  the  Charter 
and  Constitution  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  for  de- 
stroying the  essential  securities  for  the  lives,  liberties  and 
properties  of  the  subjects  in  the  United  Colonies.  And  we 
do  unite  and  associate  as  one  band,  and  firmly  and  solemn- 
ly engage  and  pledge  ourselves  to  each  other,  and  lo  Ame- 
rica, that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  promote 
and  support  the  present  opposition  carrying  on,  as  well  by 
arms,  as  by  the  Continental  Association,  restraining  our 
commerce. 

And  as  in  these  times  of  publick  danger,  and  until  a 
reconciliation  with  Great  Britain  on  constitutional  princi- 
ples is  effected,  (an  event  we  most  ardently  wish  may  soon 
take  place.)  the  energy  of  Government  may  be  greatly  im- 
paired, so  that  even  zeal  unrestrained  may  be  productive  of 
anarchy  and  confusion  ;  we  do,  in  like  manner,  unite,  asso- 
ciate and  solemnly  engage  in  maintenance  of  good  order 
and  the  publick  peace,  to  support  the  civil  power  in  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws,  so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
present  plan  of  opposition,  and  to  defend  with  our  utmost 
power  all  persons  from  every  species  of  outrage  to  them- 
selves or  their  property,  and  to  prevent  any  ))unishment 
from  being  inflicted  on  any  offenders,  other  than  such  as 
shall  be  adjudged  by  the  Civil  Magistrate,  the  Continental 
Congress,  our  Convention,  Council  of  Safety,  or  Conmiit- 
tees  of  Observation. 

Matthew  Tilghman. 

John  Reeder,  Jun  ,  Charles  Carroll,  Jolm  Stewart, 

Uichai-d  Barnes,  Ephraim  Howard,  of  John  Waters, 

Jeremiah  Jordon,               Henry.  TurbutI  Wright, 

J.  A.  Thomas,  Thomas  Dorsey,  James  Tilghman  of 

W.  SiM^iUwood,  H.  Griffith,  Annapolis, 

Daniel  Jenifer,  Th.  Spring  Wootton,  Thomas  Wriglit, 

R.  Huo',  Richard  Brooke,  James  Hollvd  .y, 

J.  U.  Stone,  John  Hanson.  Jun.,  Richard  Earle, 

Wilham  Harrison,  Joseph  Ciiapline,  Solomon  Wright, 

S.  lI,,rri.son,  of  Saml.  Thos.  Cramphin,  Jr.,  James  Lloyd  Cham. 

J(ihn  Dent,  Upton  Slieredinc,  berlaine, 

E.luard  Gantt,  Benjamin  Nicholson,  Nicholas  Thomas, 

Sainiiil  Chew,  Wm.  Buchanan,  Edward  Lloyd, 

Edward  Reynolds,  J.  Townley  Chase,  Peregrine  Tilghman, 

B.nj.  Maekall,  6tli.,  John  Cradock,  Wm.  Hindman, 

Josias  Beall,  Thomas  Harrison,  L.  Tilgliman,  Jun., 

Robert  Tyler,  Darby  Lu.x,  James  Benson, 

Thomas  Conlee,  John  Moale,  Baker  Johnson, 

Joseph  Sim,  Robert  .\lexander,  Gustavus  Scott, 

Benjamin  Hall,  Charles  Ridgely,  son  Samuel  Handy, 

John  Contee,                     of  \V.  Robert  Goldsborough, 

W.  Bowie,  Ben.  Edward  Hall,  Henry  Hooper, 

O.  Sprigg,  Thomas  Bond,  James  Murray, 

Jos.  B,!all,  Richar.l  D.dl.itn,  Thomas  Ennalls, 

Tlionias  Gantt,  Jun.,  Ignatius  W  li.vKr,  Jr.  Nathaniel  Potter, 

Walter  Bowie,  William  W,  I.I..  William  Richardson, 

David  Cranford,  John  Vc-a/.-y,  Jun  ,  Richard  Mason, 

Stephen  West,  John  D.  Thomiison,  Joshua  Clark, 

Thomas  Sim  Lee,  Jolin  Cox,  P.-ter  Adams, 

Jolm  Rogers,  Peter  Lawson,  John  Steplnm, 

Sannul  Chase,  Nathaniel  Ramsay,  William  Hopper, 

'I'hn.  Johnson,  Jun.,  Willi, iiii  Cnrren,  Henry  Dickinson, 

B.T.  li.Worthington,  Charle..^  Kunis,  v,  Wm    Waters, 

Ue/.in  Hammond,  W.  Rii.-n;.,ld,  Jun.,  Wm.  MoUeston, 

J.  Hall,  Thomas  Smyth,  (Jeorge  Dashicll, 

William  Paca,  Jos.  Kar|.<,  Zadock  Purnell, 

Malthias  It.ammond,  Thomas  H.  Hinds,  Wm.  Morris, 

Ch.iK.  Carroll  of  Car.  Thomas  Riiigg.d.l,  'I'homas  Stone, 

rolltou,  J.  Nicholson,  Jun., 


KENT   COUNTY    (oi-.I.  A  W  AUe)   ((LMMlTn'.  E. 

Agreeable  to  the  reconnnendation  of  the  late  Committee 
of  Inspection,  "  to  choose  a  new  Committee  for  said  Coun- 
ty," an  election  was  held  on  the  14th  instant  in  the  several 
Hundreds  of  the  County,  when  the  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  and  chosen,  viz :  The  Honourable  Ctrsar 
Rodney,  Esq.,  William  Meredith,  John  Dill,  James  Moor, 
James  Tilton,  John  Bannijig,  William  R'illen,  Vincent 
Loockcrman,  Benedict  Bricc,  Benjamin  Coombe,  JSathan- 
iel  Luff,  John  Clark,  John  Davis,  Rynear  Williams,  Eli- 
jah Murris,_  Brlitha  Laivs,  Benjamin  Clark,  William. 
Culkn,  William  Cahoon,  Eilivard  Bees,  Isaac  Carty, 
Thomas  Skillington,  Silas  Snuiv,  Ezekiel  JSeedham,  Wil- 


liam Jordan,  James  .SVa,///,-,  James  Wells,  Jacob  Stout, 
John  Bell,  Emanuel  Stout,  Blsden  Bishop,  Joshua  Gor- 
don, John  Gordon,  Vincent  Loockerman,  Jun.,  Jonathan 
Caldwell,  Thomas  Bodney;  wlio  convened  at  Dover  on  the 
17th  instant,  formed  themselves  in  Committee,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  choice  of  a  Chairman  and  Clerk,  when  the 
Honourable  Crrsar  Bodney  was  unanimously  elected  Chair- 
man, and  Mr.  Mark  McCall,  Clerk. 

The  Coumiitlee  then  proceeded  to  appoint  a  Cominittee 
of  Correspondence,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were 
tiiianiiiioiislv  cho'^en  for  that  purpose,  to  wit:  Thomas 
Rodney,  James  Tilton,  fViUiam  Killen,  John  Banning, 
and  Vincent  Loockerman.  Mark  McCall,  Clerk. 
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PHILADELPHIA    COMMITTEE. 

Committee  Chamber,  August  14,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Committee  recommend  to  tlie  in- 
habitants to  choose  the  new  Committee  for  six  months. 

August  1.5. — It  being  represented  to  tlie  Committee  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Southwark,  that  the  mode  of  voting  in  a 
general  tici<et  at  the  ensuing  election,  is  disagreeable  to 
them,  it  is  now  agreed  and  recommended  that  they  vote 
for  their  Representatives  in  Committee  in  a  separate 
ticket. 

Resolved,  That  the  Fourth  Article  of  the  Association  of 
the  General  Congress  be  inserted  in  the  publick  prints  ; 
and  that  this  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  by  the  said 
Resolution  no  Vessel  can  be  jiermitted  to  sail  for  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  West-Indies,  after  the  9th  day  of 
Scjitember  next. 

"  Fourth.  The  earnest  desire  we  have  not  to  injure  our 
fellow-subjects  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Jl'est-In- 
dies,  induces  us  to  suspend  a  non-exportation  until  the  10th 
day  o{  September,  1775;  at  which  time,  if  the  said  Acts 
and  parts  of  Acts  of  the  British  Parliament  hereinafter 
mentioned,  are  not  repealed,  we  will  not,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, export  any  Merchandise  or  commodity  whatsoever 
to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Jf'est-lndies,  except  Rice 
to  Europe.'' 

The  Committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  con- 
duct of  Messrs.  Blackburne,  Ashton,  and  John  Dobson,  of 
Liverpool,  in  shipping  a  cargo  of  Salt,  per  Brig  folly,  to 
Atnerica. 

It  appeared  that  those  gentlemen,  having  a  full  know- 
ledge of  the  Association  of  the  American  Congress,  had 
knowingly  and  wilfully  concurred  in  shipping  the  said  Salt, 
iu  direct  violation  of  the  same  ;  that  recourse  had  been  had 
to  artifice  and  interest  with  the  Captain,  in  behalf  of  his 
owner,  to  influence  him  to  take  the  Salt  on  board  ;  and  that 
the  Captain  had  been  expressly,  in  writing,  directed  to  in- 
form himself  of  the  names  of  such  persons  in  America  as 
should  oppose  or  obstruct  the  landing  of  the  Salt,  and 
ti-ansiriit  the  same  to  England,  under  the  seal  of  the  Gov- 
ernour  of  the  Province,  or,  if  that  could  not  be  procured, 
of  a  Notary  Publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  be  made  publick,  in  order 
that  the  conduct  of  those  gentlemen  may  be  known  to  the 
good  people  of  America,  and  that  the  Resolves  of  the 
Congress  with  respect  to  such  persons  ma}'  be  strictly  and 
sacredly  carried  into  execution. 

R.  B.  Smith,  Secretary. 

OECLAItATlO.N    OF  JOHN   BEIIGUM. 

Pliiladclpliia,  August  14,  1775. 

Whereas,  it  has  been  made  to  appear  by  the  evidences 
of  several  of  my  fellow-citizens,  that  I,  John  Bergum,  have 
made  use  of  sundry  expressions  derogatory  to  the  liberty 
of  this  Country  :  1  do  hereby  confess  myself  very  much 
to  blame  for  my  behaviour,  and  do  promise  that  I  will,  for 
the  future,  conduct  myself  as  a  true  friend  to  America,  and 
assist  those  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  who  are  now  strug- 
gling against  the  encroachments  of  arbitrary  power,  by 
every  means  I  am  capable  of,  and  do  freely  and  without 
restraint  agree  that  tlie  above  Declaration  be  published  in 
the  Newspapers  of  this  City  ;  as  witness   my   hand   this 

14th  day  of  ylHP-usi.  1775.  t         n 

•'  °  John  Uergum, 

Inn-Keeper,  at  the  Sign  of  the  BulFs-Hcad,  in 

Straicbcrri/  Alley,  Philadelphia. 


new-paltz  committee  to  NEW-YOKK.  CONCaiF.SS. 
Honourable  Gentlemen:  Agreeable  to  your  order  of 
the  ninth  August,  1775,  the  East  District  of  A'cic-Fa//:: 
assembled  on  the  fourteenth  of  this  instant,  and  chose,  by 
plurality  of  voices,  of  the  soldiers  belonging  to  said  Dis- 
trict, the  following  officers  for  their  Militia,  viz: 

Peleg  Ransom.  Captain  ;  JSathaniel  Potter,  Fii'st  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Hugh  Cole,  Second  Lieutenant ;  ll'illiam  Daniel- 
son.  Ensign. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  \'our  vei'v  humble  servants, 

Ebenezer  Perkins, 
Abraham  Donaldson, 
Two  of  the  Committee  of  Neic-Paltz. 


ulster  county  committee  to  new-youk  congress. 

Kingston,  August  14,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  As  our  officers  have  made  a  promise  to 
the  men  they  have  enlisted  in  the  Continental  service,  that 
each  soldier  should  have  a  coat,  a  drilling  jacket,  and 
breeches,  two  shirts,  two  pair  of  stockings,  a  pair  of  shoes, 
and  a  hat,  over  and  above  their  monthly  pay  and  subsis- 
tence : 

Whereas  Colonel  Jf'ynkoop  has  received  orders  to  march 
the  companies  that  are  here  raised,  and  has  also  received  a 
resolve  of  your  honourable  Board,  that  each  man  is  to  have 
only  a  coat  and  blanket,  which  makes  the  soldiers  almost 
in  general  very  uneasy,  and  say  they  will  not  stir  or  march 
before  they  have  received  what  is  promised  to  them  by  the 
officers,  or  at  least  that  the  officers  shall  pass  their  word 
that  they  shall  receive  their  full  clothing  in  Albany,  (then 
they  are  willing  to  march  immediately;)  we  are  at  a  loss 
how  to  act  in  this  affair.  We  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  lay 
this  matter  before  the  Congress  immediately,  for  their 
further  orders  and  directions.  In  case  the  men  shall  not  be 
allowed  any  more  than  a  coat  and  a  blanket,  we  are  afraid 
the  men  almost  in  general  will  refuse  to  march.  We  beg 
of  you  to  send  us  further  directions,  by  this  express,  with- 
out fail.  The  Colonel  has  ordered  the  companies  to  march 
the  latter  end  of  this  week. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  ino5t  humble 
servants.     By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Johannes  Si^eght,  Chairman. 


GENERAL  WOOSTER  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Oyster-Ponds,  August  14,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  10th  instant,  with  three  hun» 
dred  pounds  of  powder,  per  Captain  Griffin,  I  received  ; 
and  now  acquaint  your  Honour,  that  last  Friday  morning 
a  lajge  sloop-of-war  and  twelve  transports  sailed  round 
Plumb-Island.  After  they  had  got  through  the  gut,  I  sent 
one  hundred  and  twenty  men  in  three  boats,  which  were 
all  the  boats  we  then  had,  to  said  island,  if  possible  to  get 
oft'  the  stock,  with  orders  to  return  immediately  upon  the 
first  appearance  of  the  enemy's  attempting  to  bring  away 
any  of  their  shipping  between  the  island  and  Oyster-Pond 
Point,  lest  their  retreat  might  be  cut  oft",  it  being  impossi- 
ble to  support  them  without  boats.  Before  the  last  boat 
had  got  over,  the  sloop-of-war  was  observed  to  be  return- 
ing, and  wind  and  tide  favouiing  her,  our  boats  were  obliged 
to°put  back  again,  the  hindmost  of  which  had  several  can- 
non fired  at  her,  but  at  so  great  a  distance  they  did  no 
damage.  A  cutter  canie  within  fifteen  or  twenty  rods  of 
our  last,  but  discovering  there  were  armed  men  in  the  boat, 
stopped  their  pursuit.  Our  soldiers  in  the  boat,  and  some 
others  on  the  beach,  then  fired  at  them,  but  1  fancy  to  little 
effect,  as  our  boat  was  obliged  to  make  all  sail  possible  to 
keep  out  of  the  reach  of  the  cannon  from  the  ship-of-war, 
which  was  close  behind  them.  The  sloop-of-war  then 
came  to  anchor  between  the  point  and  tlie  island,  and  that 
night  took  from  the  island  nine  cattle,  and  then  joined  the 
fleet,  which  came  to  very  early  on  Saturday  morning,  and 
1  suppose  have  gone  to  Boston. 

I  have  since  taken  from  Plumb-Island  their  cattle  and 
sheep,  and  the  inhabitants  have  engaged  to  thrash  out  their 
grain  and  convey  it  from  the  island  as  soon  as  possible.  I 
shall  to-morrow  go  to  Gardiner's  Island,  and  make  such 
dispositions  as  shall  appear  most  conducive  to  the  common 
good.  I  expect  by  Thursday  to  be  able  to  embark  for 
New-  York. 

I  am  informed  Colonel  fl'illart  tolil  the  people  on  Gar- 
diner s  Island  that  he  intended  to  pay  Long-Island  a  visit 
before  fall ;  and  also,  that  the  King's  Troops  had  been  in- 
vited to  purchase  provisions  at  Brookhavcn  and  Flushing. 
In  consequence  of  this  intelligence,  the  Committee  of 
Brookhavcn,  Smithtown,  and  the  other  adjacent  Towns, 
have  taken  and  sent  to  me  the  Reverend  James  Lyon,  a 
Chufch  of  England  Clergyman,  a  man  of  infamous  charac- 
ter, but  a  pretty  sensible  fellow,  who  they  say  has  corres- 
ponded with  Henry  Lloyd,  of  Boston.  This  Parson  Lyon, 
by  what  I  can  learn,  is  the  main  spring  of  all  the  tories  on 
that  part  of  Long-Island.  He  has  considerable  money  at 
interest  in  different  hands  among  his  neighbours,  which  gains 
him  an  ascendancy  over  them,  and  he  has  been  indefatigable, 
botli  bv  writing  and  preaching,  and  in  every  other  way,  to 
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gain  proselytes  ;  and  by  liis  connexions  with  iliose  in  other 
parts  of  tiie  countiy,  wlio  aiv  inimical  to  the  cause  we  are 
embarked  in,  he  wi'll  be  able  to  do  j^reat  mischief.  The 
Commitlees  of  the  several  adjacent  Towns,  thinking  him 
a  very  dangerous  person  to  remain  among  them,  have  de- 
sired'me  to  take  care  of  him.  I  shall  therefore,  by  the 
first  opportunity,  send  him  to  tiie  care  of  the  Committee 
of  IlartforJ,  till  they  can  receive  your  Honour's  orders 
concernini;  him. 

1  am,  with  the  greatest  sincerity,  your  Honour's  niost 
obedient  humble  servant,  David  Woosteu. 

P.  S.  I  enclose  Colonel  IViUart's  account  of  the  stock 
he  took  from  CluriUner's  Island. 


OENER\L   SCHUyi.EU  TO   GOVERNOLU  TIU  MBII,!,. 

Ticornlerogi,  Aiifnst  It,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  Honour's  favour  of  the  8tli  instant,  enclosing 
a  pamphlet,  Jkc,  I  received  this  morning. 

I  hope  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony  will  make 
no  delay  in  forwarding  Colonel  lUnman's  tents,  as  I  pro- 
pose moving  in  a  few  days,  although  not  so  strong  as  I  could 
wish,  and  very  indifferently  ai)pointed.  Should  the  tents 
not  arrive  in  time,  Colonel  lllnmaii's  peo[)le  will  suffer 
much,  and  so  will  Colonel  Enston's;  the  former  has  yes- 
terday returned  me  one  hundred  and  forty-six  sick  ;  of  the 
latter,  forty-eight  out  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-six. 

Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  on  your  son's  appoint- 
ment, which  must  be  the  more  agreeable  to  you,  as  I  find 
it  is  universally  approved  of. 

Having  very  little  paper  left,  I  am  mider  the  necessity 
of  sending  this  without  cover,  and  which  also  induces  me 
to  get  your  Honour  to  send  a  line  to  Colonel  Moit  to  make 
all  possible  baste  up,  as  I  shall  not  be  able  to  move  without 
liim,  unless  Congress  prevents  my  going  forward. 

I  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  servant. 
Ph.  Schuvler. 
The  Hon.  Jonathan  TrumhuU,  Esq.,  Sec.  &c. 

COLONEL   HINMAN   TO   GOVERN OIR  TKtTMBULL. 

TicomliToga,  August  It,  1775. 

Sir:  This  morning  I  received  your  favour  of  the  8th 
inst. ;  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  my  Regiment  is  yet  sickly; 
a  great  number  unfit  for  duty;  those  well  in  good  spirits; 
hope  soon  to  be  employed  in  action.  Colonel  (ValcrOury's 
Regiment  about  half  arrived  ;  the  rest  soon  expected.  The 
Province  o(  New- York  abounds  with  officers,  but  I  have 
not  had  my  curiosity  gratified  by  the  sight  of  one  private. 

Your  Honour  has  expectation  that  my  Regiment  will 
speedily  be  supplied  with  tents,  as  Nau-York  has  under- 
taken it.  Shall  be  glad  if  disappointed  in  my  expectation, 
for  we  shall  nujch  want  them. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  Honour's  obedient  humble  servant, 

Renj.  Hinman'. 
(iovernom-  Tnnnhull. 


M A.IOIt  JOHN  BROWN  TO  GOVER.NOUR  TIU'MBULL. 

Crown  Point,  August  14,  1775. 

May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  EXCELLENCY:  On  the  24th  of  last 
month,  by  the  General's  order,  I  set  out  for  Canada  with 
four  men,  with  directions  to  penetrate  the  country,  and  get 
all  the  intelligence  that  could  be  had  in  regard  to  the  mili- 
tary preparations  making  there  by  the  King's  Troops, 
Canadians,  or  Indians  ;  what  the  situation  of  St.  Jolni's 
Chainlihj,  Montreal,  and  (-^iicbcck ;  how  many  Troops  at 
each  place;  whether  the  Canadians  designed  to  take  up 
arms  against  us  ;  wliethcr  any  re-enforcement  bad  arrived 
in  the  Colony,  &c. 

I  arrived  in  Canada  on  the  .30th  ;  had  a  tedious  and 
fatiguing  march  through  a  vast  tract  of  swamp  l}ing  on 
the  west  side  of  the  lake,  in  which  1  lodged  three  nights  ; 
but  passing  by  the  particulars  of  the  adventure,  how  pursued 
and  surrounded  by  a  large  ])arty  of  the  enemy,  when  in  a 
bouse  escaping  out  of  a  back  window,  and  pursued  two 
days  on  my  return  ;  notwithstanding  which  I  continued  in 
the  country  four  days,  being  protected  by  the  Canadians, 
who,  I  can  assure  you  are  our  friends,  without  whose  pro- 
tection I  must  have  fallen  into  the  hand?  of  the  enemy.  It 
is  impossible  for  me  to  describe  the  kindness  received  from 


the  French,  as  also  their  distressed  situation,  being  threat- 
ened with  destruction  from  the  King's  Troops,  by  fire  and 
sword,  because  they  refuse  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
Colonies.  They  wish  and  long  for  nothing  more  than  to  see 
us  with  an  army  penetrate  their  country.  They  engage  to 
su])ply  us  with  every  thing  in  their  power.  The  Indians 
are  determined  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Canadians. 

Colonel  Guij  Johnson  has  arrived  at  Montreal  with  a 
party  of  three  hundred,  mostly  tenants,  unaccjuainted  with 
arms.  There  are  also  some  Indians  arrived  with  him,  via 
Swago.  They  held  a  council  with  the  Iroquois  and  St. 
fjoiiis,  and  are  determined  to  act  with  Canadians,  except 
it  be  to  go  on  discovery. 

The  Regulars  are  fortifying  St.  J(dins;  have  raised  two 
batteaus,  wliich  niount  nine  guns  each.  They  have  in- 
trenched and  picketed  out  some  distance  from  their  other 
works.  Two  large  row-gallies,  of  sixty  or  eighty  feet 
length  each,  are  on  the  stocks,  and  will  be  finished  soon  ; 
they  mount  twelve  guns  each.  There  are  about  seven 
hundred  of  the  King's  Troops  in  Canada,  near  three  hun- 
dred at  >SV.  John's,  about  fifty  at  (^mheck,  the  remainder 
at  Montreal,  Chamblij,  and  at  the  upper  post. 

Now,  Sir,  is  the  time  to  carry  Canada.  It  may  be  done 
with  great  ease  and  little  cost,  and  1  have  no  doubt  but  the 
Canadians  would  join  us.  There  is  a  great  defection 
anion irst  them.  They  have  lately  raised  a  mob,  fired  on 
the  Fraich  officers  lately  appointed,  and  taken  away  their 
commissions.  They  were  under  arms  several  days,  and  it 
seemed  that  the  King's  Troops  dared  not  resent  it ;  but 
their  Captain,  with  one  of  my  men,  (a  Canadian,)  whom 
I  sent  to  Montreal  to  do  business,  are  both  taken  prisoners, 
and  in  close  hold.  This,  i  imagine,  will  raise  the  resent- 
ment of  the  Canadians  to  a  higher  pilch  than  any  thing 
that  has  yet  been  done. 

1  left  the  county  on  the  3d  instant.  Being  informed  by 
the  Canadians,  that  two  scouts,  of  fifty  men  each,  were 
sent  out  often,  the  one  up  the  lake,  the  other  to  Montreal, 
I  steered  to  the  east-northeast  three  days,  and  came  to  the 
Bay  of  Missisr/uc,  where  1  sot  a  small  canoe,  and  on  the 
10th  instant  arri\ed  at  the  Point. 

Should  a  large  re-enforcement  arrive  in  Canada,  it  will 
turn  the  scale  immediately.  The  Canadians  must  then 
take  up  arms,  or  be  ruined.  It  seems  that  some  evil  planet 
has  reigned  in  this  quarter  this  year,  for  notwithstanding 
the  season  is  far  advanced,  and  a  fine  opportunity  presents 
of  making  ourselves  masters  of  a  country  with  the  greatest 
ease,  which  I  fear  may  cost  us  much  blood  and  treasure  if 
delayed,  New-York  have  acted  a  droll  part,  and  are  de- 
termined to  defeat  us,  if  in  their  power.  They  have  failed 
in  men  and  supplies,  &c. 

I  beg  your  Ilonour's  pardon  for  troubling  you  with  this 
letter ;  but  as  every  friend  and  well-wisher  to  the  success 
of  our  arms  are  curious  to  the  probability  of  the  success, 
I  have  taken  on  me  to  acquaint  your  Honour  of  the  state 
of  Canada,  which  doubtless  you  may  have  from  the  Gen- 
eral in  a  more  perfect  manner.  It  is  by  Mr.  Bejinet's 
motion,  in  part,  that  I  give  your  Honour  this  trouble.  I 
hope  as  my  paper,  ink,  and  eye-sight  are  bad,  that  you 
will  pass  by  mistake-;. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
John  Brown. 
To  Governoui'  TrumhuU. 


EXTRACT  OF   A    LETTER   DATED     CROWN    POINT,    AUGUST    14, 

177.-i. 

Yesterday  came  in  two  subnltcrns  who  had  been  down 
the  lakes,  as  far  as  Onion  Iiivcr,  to  procure  all  the  water- 
craft  on  the  lake.  On  their  nnurn  one  of  them  turned  in  to 
see  one  Gilliland,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  late  a  merchant 
in  New-York,  now  settled  about  thirty  miles  down  the  lake, 
a  man  of  great  interest  and  our  zealous  friend.  They 
were  scarce  seated  when  one  White,  High  Sherili'of  Tnj- 
on  Comity,  (at  Sir  ll'illiam  Johnson's,)  with  two  others, 
entered  without  ceremony,  and  inquired  for  Mr.  Gilliland. 
After  a  few  words  our  men  disarmed  them.  Soon  after 
came  up  one  more  white  man,  with  three  Indians,  who, 
seeing  the  situation  of  their  friends,  attempted  to  make 
tln'ir  efca])e,  hut  were  soon  taken  and  safelv  conducted  to 
thi^  place.  The  Indians  say  ihey  canic  to'take  Mr.  Gil- 
liland  and  carrv  him  to  Canada,  as  lUiitc  and  his  accom- 
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plices  could  stay  no  longer  at  Tryon  County,  the  people 
there  were  so  enraged  against  them.  The  Indians  are 
dismissed  with  presents,  but  the  others  sentenced  to  Nciv- 
gate,  in  Simsburij,  wliose  gloomy  mansions  are  judged  a 
suitable  abode  for  those  sons  of  darkness. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO  GOVEKNOUK  TRHMBrLL. 

Cump  at  Cambridge,  Auijual  14,  ITTJ. 

Sib:  Your  favour  of  the  seventh,  eighth,  and  twelfth 
instant,  are  all  leceived.  The  detention  of  the  new-raised 
levies  has  happily  coincided  with  my  intentions  respecting 
them.  In  the  present  uncertainty  I  think  it  best  they 
should  continue  where  they  are,  and  I  lio|ie  their  officers 
will  be  assiduous  in  disciplining  and  improving  them  in  the 
use  of  their  arms. 

Upon  the  subject  of  powder  I  am  at  a  loss  what  lo  say. 
Our  necessities  are  so  great,  and  it  is  of  such  importance 
that  this  Army  should  have  a  full  supply,  that  nothing  but 
the  most  urgent  and  pressing  exigence  would  make  it  proper 
to  detain  any  on  its  way.  1  have  been  inlbrmed  that  fifteen 
hogsheads  were  lately  landed  at  New-  York,  and  that  further 
supplies  were  daily  expected,  both  there  and  at  Connecticut. 
Should  there  be  any  arrivals,  1  beg  no  time  may  be  lost  in 
forwarding  this  from  Hartford,  and  what  can  be  spared 
from  the  necessary  Colony  stock.  Indeed,  at  present,  I 
should  choose  you  to  forward  one  of  these  wagons,  and  the 
other  may  remain  v/here  it  is  till  we  see  the  issue  of  our 
expectations  on  this  head.  The  removal  from  Boston  I 
consider  as  very  precarious,  by  no  means  desiring  to  have 
so  much  stress  laid  on  it.  We  begin  to  feel  a  scarcity  of 
lead  ;  and  as  I  do  not  learn  that  we  are  to  expect  any  from 
the  southward,  I  have  concluded  that  a  part  of  the  stock 
found  at  Ticonderoga  should  be  brought  down,  and  for  this 
purpose  have  wrote  to  General  Schnyhr.  1  am  not  suffi- 
ciently master  of  the  geography  of  the  country  to  know 
the  easiest  mode  of  conveyance,  but  from  the  time  in  which 
letters  have  come  through  your  hands,  I  apprehend  through 
Connecticut  must  be  the  best  and  most  ex|)editious.  You 
will  therefore  be  pleased  to  give  us  your  assistance,  and 
take  the  direction  of  this  matter  into  your  own  hands,  to 
which  1  have  not  the  least  doubt  you  will  attend,  as  well 
to  the  expense  as  other  circumstances  conducive  to  the 
])ublick  service. 

Nothing  new  in  the  camp  for  several  days  past.  Three 
deserters  have  come  in  within  these  eighteen  hours,  but 
they  bring  no  intelligence  of  any  consequence. 

I  am,  Sir,  &ic.  Go.  Washington. 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  informed  there 
is  a  lead  mine  in  your  Colony  which  may  be  worked  to  ad- 
vantage. Cut  off  from  all  foreign  supplies,  every  internal 
resource  is  worthy  of  attention;  and  I  make  no  doubt,  if 
my  information  is  just,  some  proper  steps  may  be  taken  to 
turn  this  to  the  publick  advantage. 
Governour  Trumbull.         

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOtIR  COOKE. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  14.  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favours  of  the  eighth  and  eleventh  instant 
are  duly  received  ;  the  former  I  laid  before  the  General 
Court  of  this  Province,  but  one  of  the  Delegates  having 
communicated  to  them  what  Mr.  IVard  did  to  you,  of  the 
proceeding  of  the  Continental  Congress  touching  this  pow- 
der, nothing  was  done  towards  the  providing  of  specie,  that 
the  vessel  might  proceed  to  other  places  in  case  of  a  disap- 
pointment at  the  first.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  collection 
of  any  considerable  sum  here  would  be  difficult  in  the  time 
proposed,  and  I  think  there  is  the  less  necessity  for  it,  as 
there  are  few  Colonies  who  have  not  some  vessel  out  on 
this  errand,  and  will  probably  bring  all  that  is  at  market. 
Having  conversed  with  Colonel  Porter,  and  further  con- 
sidered the  matter,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be 
prosecuted  on  the  single  footing  of  procuring  what  is  in  the 
magazine.  Tlie  voyage  is  short;  our  necessity  is  great; 
the  expectation  of  being  supplied  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  island,  under  such  hazards  as  they  must  run,  is  slender  : 
so  that  the  only  chance  of  success  is  by  a  sudden  stroke. 
There  is  a  great  difierence  between  acquiescing  in  the  mea- 
sure and  becomin;;;  principals  ;  the  former  we  have  great 
reason  to  expect,  the  latter  is  doubtful.     The  powder,  by 


all  our  information,  is  publick  property,  so  that,  as  you 
observe,  it  may  be  settled  with  our  other  accounts.  The 
draughting  of  men  from  hence  would  be  very  difficult,  and 
endanger  a  discovery  of  the  scheme.  I  am  not  clear  that 
1  have  power  to  send  them  ofl' the  Continent;  and  to 
engage  them  as  volunteers  it  would  be  necessary  to  make 
their  destination  known.  I  should  suppose  the  Captain, 
who  is  to  have  the  direction  of  this  enterprise,  would  rather 
choose  to  have  men  whom  he  knew,  and  in  whom  he  could 
confide,  in  preference  to  strangers.  From  what  Colonel 
Porter  informs  me,  I  do  not  see  that  Harris's  presence  is 
absolutely  necessary  ;  and  as  his  terms  would  add  consider- 
ably to  the  expense,  after  obtaining  from  him  all  the  intel- 
ligence he  could  give,  his  attendance  might  he  dispensed 
with.  The  vessel  lately  sent  out  to  cruise  for  the  powder, 
seems  to  me  the  properest  for  this  voyage  ;  and  as  the  ten 
days  will  soon  be  out,  if  no  objection  occurs  to  you  slie 
might  he  despatched. 

I  have  given  directions  respecting  the  lead  at  Ticonde- 
roga, which  I  am  of  opinion,  with  you,  is  the  sui'est  mode 
of  supply  in  that  article. 

I  have  sent,  by  this  opportunity,  a  liuntin^-sbirt  as  a 
pattern.  I  should  be  glad  you  would  inform  me  of  the 
number  you  think  I  may  expect. 

1  had  flattered  myself  that  the  vigilance  of  the  inhabi- 
tants on  the  islands  and  coasts  would  have  disapiiointed 
the  enemy  in  their  late  expedition  after  live  stock.  1  hope 
nothing  will  be  omitted  by  the  several  Committees  and  other 
|iersons,  lo  guard  against  any  future  attempts,  by  removing 
all  the  stock  from  those  |ilaces  where  their  shipping  can 
protect  them  in  plundering.  I  do  assure  you.  Sir,  that  it 
would  be  rendering  a  most  essential  service  to  the  publick 
interest.  Their  distresses  before  were  very  great,  and  if 
renewed  after  their  present  supply  is  exhausted,  must  be 
productive  of  very  great  advantages. 

I  am.  Sir,  &ic..  Go.  Washington. 

To  Governour  Cooke,  Rhodc-LIand. 


COLONEL  HUNTINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRKMBULL. 

Roxbury  Camp,  August  14,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir:  There  is  the  ensigncy  in  my  own  Com- 
pany vacant.  I  have  one  Mr.  NeivM,  in  Major  Clarke's 
Company,  to  fill  it,  if  it  is  agreeable.  I  am  told  tb.ree  of 
my  Companies  are  ordered  to  New-London.  1  hope  they 
will  soon  join  the  Regiment  consistent  with  the  ]Kiblick 
safety.  The  Army  is  very  sickly,  but  there  are  not  many 
deaths.  Captain  Chester  has  had  thiily-one  of  his  Com- 
pany in  the  hospital  together. 

Our  medicine  chests  will  soon  be  exhausted.  As  soon 
as  the  supply  of  powder  expected  arrives,  I  imagine  Gene- 
ral Putnam  will  knock  up  a  dust.  He  has  got  one  floating 
battery  launched,  and  another  on  the  stocks. 

I  remain,  with  ])roper  respects  to  all,  your  dutiful  and 
affectionate  son,  Jed.  Huntington. 

Governour  Trumbull. 

Watcitown,  August  14,  1775. 

Let  this  be  published  in  all  the  Publick  Prints. 
It  is  requested  by  very  many  people,  that  all  the  Com- 
mittees throughout  the  Continent  do  take  down  the  names 
of  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  depreciate  the  credit 
of,  or  refuse  the  circulating  paper  currency  of  any  Colony 
in  payment  of  debts,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  and 
make  return  of  such  persons'  names,  upon  oath,  to  the 
Congress  of  such  Colony  whose  money  may  be  so  refused, 
that  they  may  take  measures  accordingly. 

Vox  PoPULI. 

STEPHEN    PEABODY  TO    NE  W-H  AMPSII  IRE    COMMITTEE   OF 
SAFETY. 

Atliinson,  August  14,  1775. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  eighth  instant  lately  came  to  hand,  in 
which  I  have  an  invitation  from  the  honourable  Committee 
aforesaid,  to  engage  in  the  character  of  a  Chaplain  in  the 
service  of  my  Country.  In  answer  to  which  you  will  give 
me  leave  to  say,  that  the  proposal  was  to  me  new,  and 
altogether  unexpected,  and  my  domestick  affairs  at  present 
in  a  situation  somewhat  unfavourable  to  such  an  under- 
taking.    But,  Sir,  the  honour  of  the  invitation,  the  jjstice 


139 


CORRESPONDE.XCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  Sec,  AUGL'ST,  T 


40 


of  the  cause,  together  wiili  my  own  sincere  desire  to  pro- 
•note  the  weal  of  America,  and  her  fn-edoni  fioni  a  slate 
of  vassalage,  are  considerations  which  hy  far  oiitweigli  per- 
sonal interest  or  private  einharrassments,  and  therefore,  with 
gratitude  and  self-dilfidence,  I  have  concluded  to  under- 
take the  services  of  that  important  trust,  humhly  imploring 
tint  wisdom  and  prudence  which  shall  enahle  me  to  |)er- 
form  every  duty  with  fidelity,  and  not  to  rellect  dishonour 
upon  this  Colony.  And  as  I  have  had  but  short  notice  to 
])repare,  should  take  it  as  a  favour  if  the  time  of  my  joining 
the  Army  might  he  for  a  few  days  postponed,  circumstances 
admitting  ;  however,  shall  wait  your  faither  commands,  and 
govern  myself  accordingly. 

With  wishing  that  all  your  councils  may  be  under  the 
divine  direction,  and  crowned  with  abundant  success,  I  am. 
Sir,  with  all  proper  dillidejice,  your  most  obedient  huiuble 
Sfivant,  Stephkn  1''eabodv. 

To  the  Honourable  Mallhcw  Thornton,  Esq.,  Chairman 
of  the  (Committee  of  Safety,  for  the  Colony  of  Acw- 
llampshirc,  now  sitting  at  Evetcr. 


NEW-YOKK.   COMMITTEI-:. 

The  Committee  met  yii/^''».sf  1.5,1775.  Present:  Ilvnri/ 
licimen,  Chairman,  and  thirty-three  Members. 

The  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  evidences 
which  were  named  i)y  the  Provincial  Congress,  made  their 
Report,  with  the  examinations,  concerning  the  destruction 
of  the  Barge;  which  was  acceptefl,  and  the  Chairman,  or 
his  Deputy,  ordered  to  sign  the  same,  and  deliver  it  to  the 
President  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Ordtrcd,  That  the  following  Members  be  a  Committee 
to  consider  of  the  most  expeditious  and  effectual  method 
to  carry  into  execution  the  Resolves  of  our  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  the  ninth  instant,  for  dividing  this  City  and  County 
into  Districts  or  Beats,  and  make  a  return  of  the  names  of 
the  inhabitants  that  by  said  Resolves  are  to  serve  in  the 
Militia,  viz :  Jacob  Van  Voorhics,  Win.  Denning,  George 
Janewaij,  Gn/iriel  II.  Ludlow,  Frederick  Juij,  Hercules 
Mulligan,  John  Btrrian,  Comfort  Sands,  Pcttr  Byvanclc, 
Cornelius  P.  Low,  IVilliam  Bedlow,  Abraham  Brinker- 
hnff,  Oliver  Tcmpleton,  John  Broome,  Eleazcr  Miller, 
Nicholas  Roosevelt,  Theophiliis  Anthony,  JI'm.  Gilbert, 
Gerret  Kettletas. 


Xow-York,  Aug-ust  IG,  1775. 

The  Sub-Committee,  appointed  by  the  General  Com- 
mittee to  divide  the  City  and  County  oi  New-York  into 
Beats  or  Districts  for  forming  the  Militia,  ai;reeable  to  the 
Resolution  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses, 
request  that  the  Captains  of  Colonel  Lasher's  Battalion, 
the  Independent  and  Associated  Companies,  Ca|itaiMs  of 
Light-Horse  and  Hussars,  furnish  their  res|)cctive  men 
forthwith,  with  certificates  of  their  being  enlisted  in  their 
said  companies,  the  better  to  enable  the  Comtnittec  to 
form  the  said  Beats  agreeable  to  the  said  Resolution. 

VViLr.iAM  Bedlow,  Chainna/i. 


WII.I.IAM    DLER  TO   NEW-YORK   CONHItESS. 

Nuw-York,  August  15,  1775. 

Silt:  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  by  Col.  Campbell 
your  letter  of  the  ■2(Hli  of  July  last,  enclosing  me  a  commis- 
sion as  Deputy  Adjutant-General  to  the  Continental  Army, 
with  the  rank  of  Colonel. 

As  your  honourable  House  has  been  pleased  to  confer 
this  honour  on  mc  unanimously,  and  without  mv  solicitation, 
I  consider  with  respect  and  gratitude  this  mark  of  their  con- 
fidence in  my  zeal  for  the  publick  service. 

1  lament,  extremely,  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power 
to  ofliciate  immediately  in  this  necessary  department;  but 
iny  appointment  being  totally  unexpected,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  arrange  my  connexions  with  niy  brothers  in  the 
Island  o( Dominica,  so  as  to  prevent  the  risk  of  their  fortune 
by  my  political  conduct ;  were  I  to  neglect  this  point,  I 
should  be  insensible  to  honour,  and  conseqnentlv  unworthy 
of  the  trust  rci)osed  in  me.  I  have,  therefore!  proceeded 
to  Town  on  the  immediate  receipt  of  your  letter,  in  order 
to  submit  my  engagements  with  my  brothers  to  the  opinion 
of  such  friends  whose  candour  and  judgment  are  most  likelv 


to  assist  me,  and  entreat  the  favour  of  your  Convention  to 
grant  me  an  indulgence  of  three  days,  before  1  declare 
whether  or  not  I  can  accept  of  the  commission  you  have 
been  pleased  to  nominate  me  for. 

He  assured,  Sir,  that  my  bosom  glows  with  the  warmest 
zeal  for  the  cause  of  America,  and  that  I  will  strenuously 
support  it  at  the  risk  of  every  thing  except  honour  and  vir- 
tue. 

i  am,  with  great  respect,  vour  obedient  humble  servant. 
U.  Dleu. 
Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq. 


JACOD    WYNKOOP   TO   .NEW-YORK   CO.N'GRESS. 

New.York,  August  15,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  It  is  with  the  utmost  reluctance  I  am  in- 
duced to  trouble  you  with  the  mention  of  any  private  or 
personal  discontent,  and  thereby  to  withdraw  any  part  of 
your  attention  from  the  weightier  publick  matters  with 
which  it  must  be  engaged  ;  but  I  confide  in  your  candour 
that  tlie  causes  of  it  will  appear  to  you  so  reasonable,  as  to 
be  admitted  a  sufficient  apology  for  my  involuntary  intru- 
sion. 

I  feel  the  difficulty  of  addressing  you  in  a  manner  that 
may  seem  to  carry  the  appearance  of  arrogating  to  myself 
a  higher  degree  of  merit  than  you  have  thought  me  pos- 
sessed of,  by  placing  me  in  the  station  you  did  ;  but  as  I 
liave  reason  to  think  you  were  unacquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances from  which  arises  my  dissalisfliction  with  the 
appointment  you  have  been  pleased  to  honour  me  with,  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  esteemed  improper  or  unbecoming,  to 
lay  them  before  you. 

I  have  seived  in  the  two  last  wars  both  by  sea  and  by 
land,  and  have  been  in  many  engagements.  I  have  a  com- 
mission fiom  General  Shirley  as  Captain  of  a  company  of 
batteaumen  ;  and  in  consequence  of  an  action  under  Col. 
Broadstreet,  in  whicli  we  lost  forty-nine  men  the  first  fire, 
]  was  honoured,  with  the  command  of  His  Excellency 
General  Gage,  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  his  compan)', 
to  whom  his  basgage  was  always  entrusted  ;  and  had  like- 
wise the  offer  of  a  commission  in  the  "  Royal  Americans.'' 
I  have  a  good  deal  of  experience  of  cannon  as  well  as 
small  arms.  To  these  circumstances  let  me  add,  I  am  now 
fifty-one  years  old. 

1  confess  1  expected  to  have  had  an  appointment  in  the 
First  Battalion  ;  but  by  arransement  lately  published,  1 
find  I  am  postponed  to  the  Fourth,  and  there  hold  only 
the  rank  of  Eighth  Captain.  According  to  this  adjust- 
ment, I  am  to  receive  the  command  fiom  thirty-seven 
Captains  who  are  made  my  superiors  in  rank  and  authority, 
which,  considering  my  age  and  experience,  and  the  youth 
and  inexperience  of  most  of  those  who  are  placed  above 
me,  not  to  disparage  their  intrinsick  merit,  appears  to  ine  to 
exhibit  a  very  exce|itionable  and  derogatory  preference, 
which  cannot  fail  being  extremely  unpleasant  to  any  man 
tinctured  with  but  a  moderate  share  of  emulation. 

With  humble  deference,  therefore,  I  entreat  _\'0u  will 
condescend  to  take  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  if 
you  conceive  my  complaint  well  founded,  will  be  ]ileased 
to  redress  it;  for  in  justice  to  myself  I  am  compelled  to 
declare,  that  though  1  am  ready  with  alacrity  to  hazard  my 
life  in  the  cause  of  my  Country,  yet  I  cannot  be  satisfied 
to  do  it  on  terms  whicli  I  must  confess  I  look  upon  as  some- 
what degrading,  since  a  perference  is  given  to  many,  whose 
title  to  a  superiority  over  me  1  am  unable  to  discern  the 
foundation  ol'. 

I  am,  Genllcmei),  with  the  utmost  respect  and  regard, 
your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 

Jacobus  Wynkoop. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Coniiress  of  Ncir-York. 


A  Return  of  the  names  of  the  j)ersons  for  the  Ujjicers  of 
the  Second  Battalion  in  Suffolk  County,  taken  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  of  the  Provincial  Congress  by  the 
Committees  o/ Easthampton  and  Southampton. 

First  Company  :  David  IIowcll,  Captain  ;  Jeremiah  Post, 
First  Lieutenant ;  Paul  Jones,  Second  Lieutenant;  Zeph- 
nninh  Rogers,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:    John    Dayton.  Jun.,  Captain;    Isaac 
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Mulford  Hunting ,  First  Lieutenant;  John  Miller,  i\in., 
Second  Lieutenant;  fVilliam  llcgts,  Jun.,  Ensign. 

Tliird  Company:  David  Ficrson,  Captain  ;  Daniel  Heges, 
First  Lieutenant ;  David  Sai/rc,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Thcujjhilus  Pierson,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company  :  David  Fithan,  Captain  ;  Samuel  Conk- 
ling,  First  Lieutenant ;  Thomas  Baker,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Daniel  Conkling,  Ensign. 

Filth  Company:  Stephen  Hoivell,  Gapta'm  :  John  It'hite, 
Jun.,  First  Lieutenant ;  Lemuel  Mick,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant ;  Isaac  Halscy,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company:  William  Rogers,  Jun.,  Cuptuin  ;  Jesse 
Halsey,  First  Lieutenant ;  Henry  Halsey,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant; Nathaniel  Rogers,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company:  Josiah  Howell,  Jun.,  Captain;  iN'((- 
thaniel  Howell,  Fiisl  Lieutenant;  Matthew  Howell,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant;  JViUiam  Stephens,  Ensign. 

Eighth  Company:  Samuel  L'Hoinmcdicu,  Captain  ;  Silas 
Jessiip,  First  Lieutenant ;  Edward  Conkling,  Second 
Lieutenant;  Daniel  Furdham,  Ensign. 

Ninth  Company  :  John  Sanford,  Capiain  ;  Edward  Top- 
ping, First  Lieutenant;  Fhilip  Howell,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant; John  Hildreth,  Ensign. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee: 

Danikl  Ho\vi;i,i,,  Chairman, 
Aufjust  15,  1770. 


GESEKAL   SCHUYI^EU  TO   NF.W-YOKK   CON(aih:sS. 

Tioondcro;,ra,  Auffust  IT),  177o. 

Gentlemen  :  Yesterday  I  was  favoured  with  a  line  from 
Mr.  Francis  Leivis,  dated  Philadelphia,  August  2d.  He 
advises  me  that  Congress  was  adjourned,  and  that  in  future 
I  was  to  address  myself  to  you  ;  that  he  had  received 
several  of  my  letters  to  the  Continental  Congress,  which 
lie  would  lay  before  yon  ;  but  as  he  does  not  mention  of 
what  date,  I  suppose  there  are  none  later  than  the  ^"th 
ultimo,  and  that  the  subsequent  ones  of  the  28tli  and  31st 
ullimo,  2d  and  6th  inslant,  had  not  come  to  hand  ;  copies 
of  the  two  last  of  which  I  enclo-e  you,  with  co|)ies  of  such 
of  the  papers  alluded  to  as  may  be  of  consequence,  lest 
those  letters  should  not  be  delivered  you. 

Since  my  last.  Major  Brown  is  returned  from  Canada; 
he  did  not  complete  my  wishes  ;  enclosed  you  have  his 
reports.  I  cannot  learn  that  either  the  Regular  Troops  or 
Indians  have  been  farther  south  than  the  latitude  of  45  ; 
1  suppose  they  are  apprehensive  of  an  attack.  Captain 
Smith  fell  in  with  an  officer,  sergeant,  and  ten  Indians ;  he 
wished  to  speak  to  them,  but  they  retired  to  their  boats, 
and  on  his  approach  they  fired  three  voUies,  but  did  not 
shoot  or  wound  any. 

I  shall  soon  have  boats  sufficient  to  move  what  men  I 
am  likely  to  have  here,  and  therefore  wish  that  any  of  the 
articles  requested  in  my  estimate,  and  wiiich  have  not  yet 
been  sent,  together  with  such  as  1  have  subsequently  ap- 
])lied  for,  may  be  immediately  forwarded  to  me.  Cartridge 
paper,  and  the  various  articles  necessary  in  the  artillery 
branch,  (except  guns,)  I  have  none  of,  and  as  I  cannot 
make  a  substitute  for  any,  I  wish  that  not  one  moment's 
delay  may  he  made  in  sending  them  from  New-York,  with 
orders  that  they  may  not  be  detained  at  any  place. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant.  Ph.  Schuyler. 

To  the  New-  York  Provincial  Congress. 


FAIRFIELD    (CONNECTICUT)    COMMITTKE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  tlie 
Town  o(  Fairfield,  held  in  the  Court-House  on  the  15th 
day  o(  August,  A.  D.  1775  : 

It  was  voted  and  agreed,  that  the  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion in  each  Society  be  desired  to  notify  the  inhabitants  in 
each  Society  in  this  Town,  to  meet  in  Society  meeting  on 
Monday  neyil,  in  order  to  subscribe  an  Association,  to  show 
that  they  are  friends  to  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  their 
Country,  and  that  the  enemies  of  it  may  be  known.  And 
that  said  Committee  do,  after  said  meeting,  apply  to  all 
such  persons  as  shall  not  attend,  in  order  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  subscribe;  and  that  they  also  take  down  in 
writing  the  names  of  all  those  enemies  of  their  Country 
that   are   of  a'^e,  who  refuse  to  subscribe ;  and  tiiat  said 


Committee  make  report  of  their  doings  to  this  Committee, 
at  their  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Court-House  on  the  lajt 
Monday  of  August. 

The  following  Association  being  prepared,  was  ordered 
to  be  sent  into  the  different  parts  of  the  Town  to  be  sub- 
scribed by  the  inhabitants,  viz: 

"  Whereas,  the  British  Administration  have  long  been 
plotting  against  the  lilierties  of  America,  and  finally  stept 
forth  and  openly  avowed  their  wicked  system,  and  are  now 
]nn-suing  measures,  which,  if  successful,  will  terminate  in 
the  total  destruction  of  American  liberty  :  And  whereas,  the 
United  English  Colonies,  by  their  honourable  Delegates  in 
Congress,  have  entered  into  an  Association  which,  if  stricdy 
and  faithfully  observed,  will,  in  our  opinion,  have  a  happy 
tendency  to  awaken  the  attention  of  our  fellow-subjects  in 
Great  Britain,  and  other  parts  of  the  British  Empire,  and 
convince  them  of  the  ill  policy  and  injustice  of  those 
measures:  And  whereas,  by  a  blind  infatuation,  the  Brit- 
ish Government  have  been  persuaded  to  lend  their  aid  to 
our  misinformed  Sovereign,  and  his  wicked  Ministers,  to 
send  Troops  and  Armies  into  our  once  happy  land,  for  the 
|)urpose  of  enforcing  certain  oppressive  and  unconstitutional 
acts  of  Parliament :  The  United  Colonies,  firmly  persuaded 
of  the  justice  of  their  cause,  and  that  resistance  is  indii- 
pensable,  committing  their  cause  to  Heaven,  have  opposed 
force  to  force,  and  are  determined  to  die  or  be  free.  We, 
wliose  names  are  underwritten,  being  alarmed  at  the  pre- 
sent state  of  publick  aflliirs,  and  finding  no  alternative  but 
to  resist  with  force  or  submit,  are  determined  to  make  a 
bold  struggle,  and  use  every  manly  eftbrt  to  defend  those 
rights  which  we  claim  as  men.  Christians,  and  freemen. 
In  the  first  place,  we  do  hereby  declare  our  hearty  appro- 
bation of  the  Continental  Association,  and  our  fixed  reso- 
lution faithfully  to  observe  and  comply  with  the  same, 
according  to  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  thereof,  without 
any  equivocation  or  mental  reservation.  And  we  do  further 
declare,  that  we  are  fidly  persuaded  of  the  necessity  and 
perfect  justice  of  the  forcible  resistance  that  has  already 
been  made  to  the  Ministerial  Troops  sent  into  this  Coun- 
try to  dragoon  us  into  slavery  ;  and  do  gratefully  acknow- 
ledge and  notice  the  smiles  of  Divine  Providence  on  all 
our  means  of  defence,  in  crowning  all  our  warlike  enter- 
prises with  unparalleled  success  ;  and  being  determined  to 
pursue  the  same  line  of  conduct  that  has  already  been  piu'- 
siied,  we  do  now  unanimously  agree  and  associate  with 
each  other,  and  with  all  the  friends  of  liberty  throughout 
this  land,  to  exert  ourselves  in  every  manly,  prudent,  and 
effectual  measure  in  concert  with  our  brethren  throughout 
this  Continent,  in  opposition  to  every  lawless  attempt  that 
may  be  made  by  our  unnatural  enemies  to  deprive  us  of 
our  liberties,  and  subject  us  to  a  state  of  slavery,  choosing 
rather  to  die  freemen  than  live  in  a  state  of  servile  sub- 
jection to  any  man  or  body  of  people  on  the  face  of  the 
earth." 

Which,  agreeable  to  order,  was  offered  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Town  o(  Fairfield,  and  subscribed  by  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-five  male  persons  of  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and 
upwards;  and  there  were  seventy  in  number  tliat  refused 
to  subscribe  the  same,  whose  names  are  as  follow,  viz : 

Daniel  Wheeler,  Eliphalet  Wheeler,  Daniel  Cable,  John 
Jackson,  Jun.,  Nathan  Jackson,  Adin  Jackson,  Saiinul 
Bennct,  James  Cliamkrs,  Nathaniel  Hubbel,  Solomon 
Burton,  Jun.,  Ebcnezrr  Edwards,  Hezikiah  Jennings, 
Ekazcr  Hall,  Benjamin  Curtis,  Daniel  Lyon,  Gershom 
Lyon,  Jonathan  Lyon,  Daniel  Lyon,  Jim.,  Thomas  Lyon, 
Gershom  Lyon,  Jun.,  William  Cnrdwell,  John  3Iann, 
Ebenezer  Lord,  Joseph  Edivards,  Timothy  Hubbel,  Ebe- 
nczer  Lyon,  Abel  Curtiss,  Joseph  Lyon,  Abel  Lyon,  Tho- 
mas Turney,  Benjamin  Turney,  Thomas  Turncy,  Jun., 
Ebenezer  Thorp,  John  Thorp,  Ebenezer  Mills,  Josiah 
Cable,  Benoni  Dimon,  Moses  Burr,  Epaphras  Murwin, 
Enoch  Turrel,  Stephen  Gilbert,  Gershom  Dimon,  Calvin 
Wheeler,  Rev.  .John  Sayre,  Benjamin  Whitear,  Samuel 
Adams,  Samuel  Turney,  Stephen  Gold,  Archibald  Camp- 
bell, John  Sturgis,  Ebenezer  Hall,  John  Lockwood,  Jabez 
Lockiuood,  Ephraim  Locktvood,  Ebenezer  Gray,  T^ock- 
U'ood  Gray,  Josiah  IVheeler,  Bailey  Stilson,  Jonathan 
Colei/,  Peter  Guyer,  Ebenezer  Guyer,  Daniel  Morhouse, 
David  Morhousv,  Samuel  Lord,  Jabez  Thorp,  Jun.,  Gideon 
Lockwood,  Thaddeus  Squier,  John  Adams. 
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The  above  and  lorecroing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  votes  and 
l)ioceediugs,  wliich  were  ordered  to  be  made  publick. 

"Thaddkls  Bluii,  Clerk  to  said  Cummiltte. 

Mr.  Hdi.t.  Sir:  Tl;c  Letter  \\\\\ch  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Saijre 
Kent  unto  the  Coiiiinitice,  1  send  you,  as  lie  is  very  desirous 
of  havin<f  it  published,  to  show  the  world  why  he  did  not 
si^n  the  Association,  and  tiie  Committee  have  agreed  tiiat 
it  may  be.     I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Thaddeus  Bukr. 

Ge.n'Tlv;men  :  Yesterday  my  neighbour,  ^h.Ltuis,  called 
on  me  with  a  paper,  styled  an  Association,  which  he  in- 
formed me  was  sent  by  your  desire  witli  a  view  that  i 
should  subscribe  it.  Of  that  paper  1  requested  a  copy, 
that  I  might  have  lime  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  the 
desired  subscri])tion,  and  was  served  with  it  the  same  day 
about  noon,  and  now  beg  the  candid  attention  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Committee,  while  I  give  them  my  answer  to 
their  requisition. 

I  shall  first  consider  the  paper  with  respect  to  its  particu- 
lar (larts,  and  then  with  regard  to  its  general  intention. 

The  first  clause  contains  a  recital  of  some  of  those  things 
which  are  commonly  charged  against  the  Mother  Country, 
as  unconstitutional  (and  therefore  unwarrantable)  exertions 
oipou-eron  her  part;  and  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  "United 
Colonies"  on  their  part,  to  resist  by  force  of  arms  the 
measures  presciibed  by  the  Parent  State;  and  to  die  or  be 
free.  I  beg  to  be  considered  as  a  servant  (though  unwor- 
thy) of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  who  am  informed  by  one  of 
its  inspired  prtachtrs,  that  the  "weapons  of  our  ivarfare 
ore  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through  (iod,  to  the  bringing 
every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Christ ;"  which  expres- 
sions plainly  designate  them  to  be  spiritual.  I  dare  not, 
therefore,  promise  to  take  up  and  use  any  carnal  arms  at 
all.  The  same  apostle  teacheth  me,  that  "in  whatsoever 
state  I  am,  therewith  1  must  be  content."  If,  therefore, 
the  providence  of  Clod  should  bring  me  into  a  state  even 
of  slavery  itself,  I  desire  that  Aw  leill  may  be  done;  and 
that  I  may  be  content  with  that  lot,  (however  hard.)  and 
considering  myself  at  the  same  lime  as  being  the  Lord's 
freeman,  may  cheerfully  as  well  as  fiithfully  discharge  my 
duties  in  that  state,  knowing  that  in  Christ  Jesus  there  is 
neither  bond  nor  fri;e.  I  dare  not,  therefore,  resolve  that  1 
will  be  free,  because  I  am  sensible  that  many  better  men 
than  myself  have,  by  the  providence  of  God,  been  i)er- 
mittcd  to  be  brought  into  a  state  of  bondage  ;  and  that  I 
ought  not  to  complain  if  I  should  be  made  partaker  of  the 
same  affliction. 

The  second  clause  of  the  })nper  before  me  contains  a 
hearty  approbation  of  the  Continental  Association,  and  a 
resolution  "  faithfully  to  observe  and  conqily  with  it,  with- 
out any  equivocation  or  mental  reservation."  There  is 
one  part  of  that  Association  (es|iecially  as  it  hath  been 
practised  upon  here)  with  which  I  dare  not  iiromise  to  com- 
ply. My  conscience  will  not  ))ermit  me  to  act  upon  it, 
and  our  common  Master  hath  commanded  me  to  "  let  my 
yea  be  yea,  and  my  nay  nay;"  and  I  am  also  enjoined  "  to 
speak  the  truth  to  my  neighbour  in  love."  1  must  not 
therefore,  gentlemen,  equivocate  with  you. 

The  part  I  mean  is  that  which  prohibits  me  bom  ex- 
tending the  kind  offices  of  himianity  and  hospitality  to  any 
who  may  refuse  to  be  bound  by  it.  The  Saviour  of  the 
world,  whose  servant  1  am,  hath  commanded  me  "to  feed 
the  hungry;  to  give  drink  to  the  thirsty;  to  clothe  the 
naked;  to  take  in  the  stranger,  or  traveller;  to  give  to 
him  that  asketh  of  me,  and  not  to  turn  away  from  him 
who  would  borrow  of  me."  Here  it  will  be  to  no  purpose 
to  say,  that  such  or  such  persons  are  mine  enemies  ;  be- 
cause our  Lord  hath  expressly,  and  that  too  in  an  especial 
manner,  commanded  me  to  extend  my  good  offices  to  mine 
enemies  as  such.  And  I  beg  the  Committee  to  remember, 
that  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  are,  in  a  particular  manner, 
conmianded  to  keep  hospitality. 

The  first  paragraph  of  the  last  clause  in  the  Association 
sent  nu;,  1  have  spoken  to  already.  The  remainder  of  it 
cominencetli  with  a  declaration,  that  we  notice  and  grate- 
fully acknowledge  the  divine  interposition  in  favour  of  all 
our  warlike  enterprises,  crowning  them  with  the  most  un- 
liaialleled  success.  I  know  not,  gentlemen,  that  this,  if  it 
be  true,  is  a  proper  rule  I'or  Christians  to  judue   upon  con- 


cerning the  goodness  or  badness  of  any  cause  of  this  kind, 
in  any  controversy;  for  history,  sacred  and  profane,  furnisli- 
eth  us  with  many  instances  in  which  we  shall  all  agree  in 
saying,  that  the  most  unjust  cause  did  not  always  meet  an 
overthrow,  nor  the  most  just  prosper.  Thus,  in  the  first 
efforts  for  the  establishment  of  the  Protestant  Religion, 
the  I'rotestants,  in  the  Smalcaldie  League,  were  entirely 
battle  o(  Mutburgh,  on  the '24th  o{  April,  1547,  when  one 
routed  by  the  liomish  Einperour,  Ciuirhs  the  Fifth,  in  the 
of  the  two  great  champions  in  the  Protestant  cause,  the 
Elector  o(  Saiony,  was  taken  prisoner;  the  other,  the 
Landgrave  of  JJtssc,  was  forced  to  surrender  himself,  and 
beg  pardon  of  Charles. 

Tliere  are  sundry  prophecies,  yet  to  be  fulfilled,  which 
declare,  that  the  potentates  of  the  earth  shall  have  power 
to  make  war  against  the  saints  and  to  overcome  them. 

J  look  on  the  present  unnatural  war  as  being  a  just  judg- 
ment of  God  on  ilie  people  of  old  England,  as  well  as  on 
us  Americans,  for  our  many  crying  offences  against  his 
most  holy  laws,  and  a  loud  call  to  a  sinccie  and  immediate 
return  to  him  and  to  our  duty.  It  is,  therefore,  a  constant 
|)art  of  my  prayers  to  Him,  who  does  not  afflict  willingly, 
nor  grieve  the  children  of  men,  that  he  would  make  it 
effectual  to  the  production  of  a  true  and  general  reforma- 
tion in  both  Coimtries,  to  the  glory  of  his  mercy. 

What  follows  in  the  paper  seems  to  be  a  recapitulation 
of  the  substance  of  what  was  said  before ;  it  is  therefore 
uiniecessary  for  me  to  add  any  thing  farther,  as  to  the  par- 
ticulars of  it.  1  shall,  therefore,  proceed  to  consider  it  as 
to  its  general  intention. 

1  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  design  of  this  Association 
is  to  make  a  discrimination  between  the  friends  of  America 
and  its  liberties,  and  the  enemies  of  both.  And  I  now  beg 
the  Committee  to  believe  me,  when  I  declare,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Him  who  knows  all  hearts,  and  before  whom  1  am 
to  be  finally  judged  in  that  awful  day,  when  the  secrets  of 
all  liearts  shall  be  revealed,  that  I  am  a  most  sincere  friend 
to  both. 

America  is  my  nati\e  Country;  all  my  connexions  are 
in  it.  1  have  enjojed  the  liberty  and  jdenty  of  it,  through 
the  goodness  of  God,  too  long  and  too  thankfully  not  to 
be  sensible  of  the  value  of  both,  and  to  dcsiie  a  continu- 
ance of  them,  if  it  be  his  will. 

It  can  be  matter  of  very  little  importance  to  the  com- 
munity, whether  1  subscribe  the  Association  or  not:  for  I 
am  no  politician  ;  am  not  connected  with  politicians  as  such, 
and  never  w'ill  be  either.  These  things  belong  not  to  my 
profession,  and  I  find  sufficient  employment  for  my  head 
and  for  my  heart  in  that  honourable,  though  arduous  call- 
ing, to  which,  in  the  presence  of  the  adorable  Trinity,  i 
have  vow'ed  to  devote  my  whole  life. 

After  this  open  testimony,  1  cannot  fear  that  yon,  gen- 
tlemen, will  nui  any  risk  of  a  breach  of  the  ninth  connuand- 
ment,  by  advertising  me  as  an  enemy  to  my  Country. 

Praying  that  infinite  wisdom  may  guide  the  councils  of 
my  Country:  infinite  power  protect  it  in  all  its  lawful  ])rivi- 
leges ;  and  infinite  love  pardon  our  misdoings,  and  comfort 
us  here  and  forever,  I  subscribe  myself.  Gentlemen,  your 
sincere  friend  and  servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

John  Savue. 

To   the   Gentlemen  of  the   Committee  of  the   Town  of 
rairfuld. 


C.t-.Ni'.HAI-    WASHINGTON  TO   GENERAL   SCHfYLER. 

C:.mbri(l£re  Camp,  Aiifjust  1.'^.  177j. 

Dea»  Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  31st  July. 
informing  me  of  your  preparations  to  cross  the  lake,  and 
enclosing  the  affidavits  of  John  Shatforth  and  John  Du- 
guid.  Several  Indians,  of  the  tribe  of  iSV.  Francois,  came 
in  yesterday,  and  confirm  the;  former  accounts  of  the  good 
dispositions  of  the  Indian  A'ations  and  Canadians  to  the 
interests  of  America — a  most  happy  event,  on  which  I 
sincerely  congratulate  you. 

1  am  glad  to  relieve  you  from  your  anxiety  resjiecting 
troops  being  sent  from  Boston  to  (^ucbeck.  Those  reports, 
I  ajiiirebcnd,  took  their  rise  from  a  fleet  being  fitted  out, 
about  fourteen  days  ago,  to  plunder  the  islands  in  the 
sound  of  their  li\e  stock — an  expedition  which  they  have 
executed   with  some  success:  but  }  ou  may  depend  upon 
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it,  no  troops  have  been  detached  from  Boston  to  Canada, 
oi-  elsewliere. 

Among  the  wants,  of  which  1  find  you  have  your  pro- 
portion, we  feel  that  of  lead  most  sensibly;  and  as  we  have 
no  expectation  of  a  supply  from  the  southward,  1  have 
concluded  to  draw  upon  the  stock  foiuid  at  Ticonderoga 
when  it  fell  into  our  hands.  I  am  informed  it  is  very  con- 
siderable, and  a  part  of  it  may  be  spared  without  exposing 
you  to  any  inconvenience.  In  consequence  of  this,  J  have 
wrote  to  Governour  Trumbull  to  take  the  direction  of  the 
transportation  of  it,  supposing  the  conveyance  through 
Connecticut  the  most  safe  and  expeditious.  I  expect  he 
will  write  you  on  this  ■subject  by  this  opportunity. 

I  have  nothing  new,  my  dear  Sir,  to  write  you.  We 
are  precisely  in  liie  same  situation,  as  to  the  enemy,  as 
when  I  wrote  you  last,  nor  can  I  gain  any  certain  intelli- 
gence of  their  future  intentions.  The  troops  from  the 
southward  are  come  in  very  healthy,  and  in  good  order. 
To-monou-  I  expect  a  supply  of  powder  from  FhUadcl- 
2>hia,  which  will  be  a  most  seasonable  relief  in  our  present 
necessity. 

God  grant  you  health  and  success  equal  to  your  merit 
and  wishes.  Favour  me  with  intelligence  as  often  as  you 
can,  and  belie\e  mc,  with  very  sincere  regard,  dear  Sir, 
yours,  Jkc.  George  Washington. 

To  General  Schui/lcr. 


AMHF.usT  (Massachusetts)  committee. 

"Amherst,  Hampsliiro  County,  August  15,  ITTr). 

"Whereas,  divers  complaints  have  been  made  against 
me  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  District 
oi'  Amherst,  and  several  evidences  have  appeared  before 
said  Committee,  by  whose  testimony  it  evidently  appears 
1  have  heretofore  been  unfriendly  to  my  Country;  I  do 
hereby  publickly  acknowledge  the  offence  aforesaid,  and 
ask  the  forgiveness  of  all  my  friends  and  fellow-country- 
men, and  promise  for  the  future  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
my  countrymen,  in  all  ways  and  methods  which  shall  be 
judged  proper  for  the  recovery  of  the  just  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  injured  Americans,  hoping  thereby  to  gain  the 
friendship  of  my  fellow-subjects,  which  I  have  most  justly 
forfeited.  William  Boltwuod." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
above-mentioned  : 

T'^oiciJ,  That  the  above  confession  and  declaration  of 
Lieutenant  William  Bolticood  is  fully  satisfactory  to  this 
Committee,  and  they  do  recommend  him  to  the  fa\our  and 
esteem  of  the  publick. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Joseph  Eastman,  Chairnum. 


PHILADELPHIA    COMMITTEE. 

Philadelphia,  August  IG,  1775. 

At  an  Election  held  this  day  at  the  State-House,  for 
clioosing  a  Committee  for  the  City  oi  Philadelphia  and  its 
Districts,  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  chosen,  viz: 


George  Clymer, 
Samuel  Meredith, 
John  Shee, 
Samuel  Massey, 
Sharpe  Delaney, 
Thomas  Mifflin, 
Owen  Biddle, 
Richard  Bache, 
Joseph  Reed, 
William  Rush, 
Joseph  Wotlierill, 
Samuel  Morris,  Jun., 
Thomas  Barclay, 
John  Wilcox, 
James  Irvine, 
Thos.  Cuthbert,  Sen., 
John  Cox, 
Thomas  Lawrence, 
Jacob  Morgan, 
\V  illiam  Jackson, 
John  Cadwalader, 
Jolin  Bayard, 
Samuel  Mifflin, 
Lambert  Cadwalader, 
Francis  Gurney, 
George  Schlosser, 

Fourth  Series. 


FOR  THE    CITY. 
Moore  Furman, 
Christopher  Ludwig, 
Jonathan  B.  Smith, 
Thomas  Pryor, 
Thos.  Wharton,  Jun., 
William  Bradford, 
Tliomas  McKean, 
Benjamin  Franklin, 
Robert  Morris, 
John  AlU-n, 
Richard  Willing, 
John  Purviance, 
William  Heysham, 
James  Millegan, 
Charles  Massey, 
James  Cresson, 
Andrew  Caldwell, 
James  Mease, 
Benjamin  Loxley, 
Benjamin  Harbison, 
Christ.  Marshall,  Sr., 
Robert  Strettlo  Jones, 
Joseph  Parker, 
Thomas  Affleck, 
Jamss  Read, 


John  Brnczct, 
Paul  Englc, 
Frederick  Kuhl, 
Joaeph  Moulder, 
Timothy  MatUick, 
James  Ash, 
John  Pattmi, 
Nicholas  Hicks, 
Philip  Boehm, 
Jacob  Sliriner, 
Daniel  Joy, 
Thomas  Leech, 
Benjamin  Marshall, 
Francis  Wade, 
AVilliam  Ball, 
David  Potts, 
John  Linington, 
Isaac  Howell, 
Joseph  Watkins, 
Christopher  Pechin, 
Peter  Lloyd, 
Nathaniel  Brown, 
William  Wister, 
Joseph  Dean, 
Jacob  Barge. 


FOR  THE  NORTHERN  LIBERTIES. 


.Tohn  Dickii, 
Ciiarlcs  Tlio 


AViIha 


John  Britton, 
Jos.  Copperthwai 
\Villiam  Coates, 
Thomas  Hopkins 


Thomas  Bri 
John  Wilha 
John  Brown 
George  L  it 


Richard  Dennis, 
Joseph  Blewer, 
Joseph  Marsh, 
John  Duche, 


FOR  SOUTHWARK. 

Jo.'i.-pli  Huddle,  Benjamin  Jones, 

'I'liiiiuas  Casdrop,  Samuel  Moore, 

SihiK  Kiifiles,  Charles  Alexander, 

John  William  Annis,  William  Drewry. 
We,  the  subscribers,  being  appointed  Judges  of  this 
election,  do  certify,  that  the  above  gentlemen  were  duly 
chosen  as  a  Committee  for  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Phi- 
Indclpkia,  to  continue  for  six  months  from  the  date  hereof. 
And  they  are  hereby  requested  to  meet  at  the  Philosophi- 
cal Society's  Hall,  on  Friday  evening  next,  at  seven  o'clock 
precisely,  to  proceed  to  business. 

Joseph  Falconer,     Reynold  Keen, 
Joseph  Marsh,  John  Rayard, 

John  Duche,  Rout.  Strettle  Jones, 

John  Willia.ms,        Joseph  Watkins. 
John  Rritton, 

In  Committee,  August  19,  1775. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  District  Com- 
mittees report  the  following  division  as  the  most  convenient 
and  proper,  viz ; 

district  no.  L 
ISorthern  Liberties. 


John  Dickinson, 


Isaac  Coates, 
William  Masters, 


Jolin  Britton, 
Joseph  Copperthwi 
William  Coates, 
Thomas  Hopkins, 


Thomas  Britton, 
John  Williams, 
John  Brown, 


DISTRICT  NO.  2. 

From  the  south  side  of  Jlne-sircet  to  the  north  side  of 
Arch-street. 


Samuel  Maf-sey, 
William  Rush, 
James  Irvine, 
John  Cox, 
Jacob  Morgan, 
George  Schlosser, 


William  Heyshan 
Christ.  Marshall, 
Paul  Engle, 
Frederick  Kuhl, 
James  Ash, 
Nicholas  Hicks, 


Jacob  Shriner, 
Francis  Wade, 
.John  Linnington, 
Cliristopher  Pechin, 
Nathaniel  Brown, 
Joseph  Watkins,  Jr 


DISTRICT  NO.  3. 

From  the  south  side  of  Arch-street  to  the  north  side  of 
Chesnut-strect. 


Thomas  Lawrence, 
Jolin  Benezot, 
Pliilip  Boehm, 
Owen  Biddle, 
Richard  Biche, 
John  Bjyard, 


Samuel  Mifflin, 
Moore  Furman, 
Christopher  Ludwig 
William  Bradford, 
Benjamin  Harbison, 
Joseph  Parker, 


John  Patton, 
William  Ball, 
David  Potts, 
Isaac  Howell, 
William  Wistei 


DISTRICT  NO.  4. 

From  the  south  side  of  Chesnut-street  to  the  north  side  of 
Spruce-street. 

Benjamin  Franklii 


Andrew  Caldwell, 
Thomas  Leech, 
Benjamin  Mavshall, 
John  Shee, 
Jacob  Barge, 
Thomas  Prior, 


John  Allen, 
Charles  Massey, 
Tliomas  Mifflin, 
Thomas  Barclay, 
Lambert  Cadwalader, 

DISTRICT  NO.  5. 


Richard  Willing, 
James  Mease, 
James  Read, 
Timothy  Matlack, 
Joseph  Dean. 


From  the  south  side  of  Spruce-street  to  the  north  side  of 
South-street. 

Thomas  Affleck, 
Joseph  Wetherill, 
Thos.  Cuthbert,  Sen., 
John  Cadwalader, 
Francis  Gurney, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jr., 

DISTRICT  NO.  6. 

Southwark. 


John  Wilcox, 
Sharpe  Del.mey, 
Samuel  Morris,  Jun., 
William  Jackson, 
John  Purviance, 
James  Millegan, 


Robert  Morris, 
James  Cresson, 
Benjamin  Loxley, 
Joseph  Moulder, 
Daniel  Joy. 


Richard  Dennii 
Joseph  Blewer, 
Joseph  Marsh, 
John  Duclie, 


Joseph  Huddle, 
Thomas  Casdrop, 
Silas  Engles, 
John  William  Annis, 


Beiiji 


lin  Jone^, 
Samuel  Moore, 
Charles  Alexander, 
William  Drewry. 


Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Timothy  Matlack. 

fairfield  (connecticut)  committee. 

Connecticut,  August  16,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the 
Town  o(  Fairfeld,  held  in  Fairfield,  by  adjournment,  on 
the  15th  of  August,  1775,  it  was  Voted  and  Agreed, 
That  if  any  person  in  this  Town  shall  presume  to  export 
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any  Flax-Seed  out  of  this  Colony  until  further  advice  from 
the  Continental  Congress,  he  siiall  be  deemed  an  enemy 
to  his  Country. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  vote  : 

Thaddf.ls  Bi  rk,  Chrk. 


(^KNKKAL    WASHIMiTON    TO    COl'NCIL    OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

Ilr-ail-QiKirlnrs,  t'.iiiibrirlfje.  Aufrupt  Hi,  1775. 

Sin:  1  am  informed  tiiat  Captain  Olilim,  or  some  other 
person,  has  slopped  the  baggaj^e  oi"  the  officers  taken  at 
iMachids,  as  a  compensation  for  some  expense  incurred, 
whicii  tiie  General  Court  did  not  think  pro|)er  to  allow 
him.  A  jirocedure  of  tiiis  kind  would,  in  my  opinion, 
much  dishonour  the  American  arms,  and  be  attended  with 
very  disagreeable  consequences.  1  trust  therefore,  Sir, 
that  the  General  Court  need  only  to  he  informed  of  the 
transaction  to  do  what  is  projier ;  and,  as  the  prisoners  are 
entirely  under  their  direction,  will,  before  tliey  remove 
them  to  the  place  of  their  destination,  give  such  orders  in 
the  matter  as  to  prevent  any  reasonable  cause  of  com- 
plaint. I  am,  very  respectfully.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
liumble  servant,  Go.  Washington. 

Tiie  Honom-able  the  President  of  the  Council  of  the  Mns- 

saduisells-Baij. 

<lRI)t:RS   TO  'I'lIK    DKTACHMF.NT   sent  to   cape    ANNE. 
Hrad-QiiarU-rs,  Aiifiust  IG,  1775. 

Sm:  You  are  to  ])roceed  with  the  detachment  of  Rille- 
iiien  under  your  conmiand  to  Cape- Anne,  where  you  are 
to  endeavour,  not  only  to  protect  the  inhabitants  from  all 
altem|)ls  of  the  enemy,  but  to  do  your  utmost  to  distress 
and  annoy  any  detachment  from  the  Ministerial  Army  that 
may  be  sent  from  Boston  to  plunder  or  destroy  that  settle- 
ment. Upon  your  march,  and  during  your  residence  at 
VAtpc-Anne,  as  well  as  upon  your  march  back  to  camp, 
you  will  observe  strict  discipline,  and  on  no  account  sufl'er 
any  under  your  command  to  pillage  or  maraud;  upon  your 
arrival  at  Cape-Anne  you  will  desjiatch  a  messenger  to 
acquaint  the  General  with  the  state  you  find  things  in 
there,  and  you  will  frequently  re|)ort  to  the  General  all 
extraordinary  occurrences  that  may  happen 

J  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

HoiiATio   Gates,  Adj.  General. 


Cork,  Irehmd,  August  17,  1775. 

Yesterday  Major  Boijlc  Roche,  Representative  in  Par- 
liament for  Trulee,  who  is  raising  a  body  of  men  for  His 
Majesty's  service,   began   recruiting   here,  and   met  with 
great  success,  which  is  not  surprising,  if  we  consider  his 
connexions,  and  the  unconnnon  support  he  has  received 
from  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  this  Province.      His 
method  of  enlisting  was  unconnnon,  as  it  was  pleasing  to 
those  who  vie^ved  the  Procession,  which  was  as  follows : 
Major  Jioche,  bearing  a  large  purse  of  Gold. 
Captain  Cowlcij. 
A  great  number  of  likely  Recruits. 
An  elegant  Band  of  Musick,  consisting  of  French  Haut- 
boys, Clarionets,  and  Bassoons,  playing 
"G'of/  save  the  King." 
A  large  Brewer's  Uray,  with  five  barrels  of  Beer,  the  Horse 
richly  caparisoned  and  ornamented  with  Ribands. 
Two  Draymen,  with  cockades,  to  serve  the  Beer. 
The  Recruiting  Sergeants. 
Drums  and  Fifes. 
Another  Division  of  Recruits. 
The  recruiting  Soldiers. 
Prodigious  concourse  of  Spectators. 

The  following  speech  was  made  by  Major  Ruche  to  the 
populace,  viz  : 
"Gentlemen  and  Fellou'-Countnjmen  : 

"Being  appointed,  through  the  favour  of  our  most  ex- 
cellent Governour,  to  raise  a  body  of  men  for  the  service 
of  His  Majesty,  1  think  it  the  most  happy  circumstance  of 
my  life  to  be  the  in-trumcnt  of  leading  you  to  honour  and 
renown.    The  laurels  fuu-ht  for  and  obtained  in  all  parts  of 


the  globe  last  war,  have  procured  us  a  fame  so  glorious  a* 
not  to  bo  equalled  by  any  people  in  any  age — a  fame  not 
to  be  sullied  by  the  assaults  of  prejudice,  nor  the  efiects  of 
time.  Not  an  action  in  which  we  are  not  victorious;  not 
a  siege  in  which  we  are  not  honoured.  Will  you.  my 
dear  countrymen,  permit  those  laurels  to  fade,  or  those 
actions  to  be  forgotten?  No,  forbid  it  Heaven  !  Let  us, 
now  that  we  have  it  in  our  power,  convey  to  latest  pos- 
terity a  renewal  of  our  fidelity,  and  a  confirmation  of  our 
loyalty.  A  more  critical  period  never  presented  itself,  nor 
had  we  ever  a  fairer  opportunity  of  showing  our  attach- 
ment to  the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover,  than  the  present; 
as  His  Majesty's  deluded  subjects  in  America  are  in  open 
rebellion,  and,  like  unnatural  children,  would  destroy  their 
ever  indulgent  parent,  forgetting  the  torrents  of  blood  spilt, 
and  heaps  of  treasure  ex])ended  for  their  preservation. 

"  His  sacred  Majesty  now  calls  us,  and  our  fidelity  obli^es 
us,  and  I  hope  your  inclinations  prom|)t  you  to  obey  the 
dictates  of  so  good  and  lenient  a  master.  Let  us,  then, 
my  brave  and  loyal  countrymen,  join  hearts  and  hands,  and 
cheerfully  step  forth  in  the  glorious  cause  of  our  Creator, 
oiu-  King,  and  our  Country.  We  have  it  in  our  power, 
by  unanimity  and  inexhaustible  resources,  to  reduce  those 
Rebels  to  a  due  obedience  to  their  Sovereign,  and  submis- 
sion to  the  laws  of  their  Country,  whicli  will  give  a  fresh 
conviction  to  all  Europe  that  Hibernian  laurels  have  not 
faded  by  llnie,  but,  on  the  contrai}',  are  increasing  in  bloom 
and  verdm'e." 


EXTRACTS   OF   A   LETTER    KKCEIVEI)    BY   THE    CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS,   DATED    LONDON,    Al'GUST    17,    1775. 

The  desi;,'n  last  spring  was  to  have  divided  the  troops 
sent  out,  as  it  is  said,  according  to  a  plan  of  Governour 
Tryon^s,  which  he  gave  to  the  Alinisters,  for  carrying  on 
the  American  war;  but  Gage's  necessity  has  altered  that 
plan  for  the  present,  and  has  obliged  him  to  collect  all  the 
troops  together  at  Boston;  and  Tri/on.  with  all  his  malig- 
nity of  heart,  is  compelled  to  sit  still  this  season.  As 
Tryon,  for  his  conduct  in  North-Carolina,  is  in  high  esti- 
mation with  the  Ministry,  his  plan  f)f  attacking  the  dilFei-ent 
Colonies  at  the  same  time  is  still  to  be  followed,  and  the 
talk  is  that  troops  will  be  sent  to  Netc-York,  Pennsylvania, 
and  T'irginia.  It  is  long  since  Carleton  has  received  orders 
to  enter  the  frontiers  of  the  Northern  Colonies,  with  the 
Canadians;  and  by  his  proclamation  of  martial  law,  he  is 
endeavouring  to  jiut  his  orders  in  practice,  it  was  part  of 
Tryon's  scheme  to  meet  Carleton  with  the  four  Regiments 
that  were  ordered  to  Netv-  York.  This  idea  is  not  yet  given 
up;  for  I  understand  it  is  intended,  if  the  shipwrights  can 
be  forced  or  cajoled  to  work  again,  to  construct  a  number 
of  fiat-bottomed  boats  here,  so  contrived  as  when  they 
touch  the  shore  to  throw  down  a  platform,  that  will  land 
at  once  six  armed  men,  or  may  be  used  to  fire  field-pieces 
or  swivel-guns  from;  tliev  are,  when  completed  here,  to  be 
taken  to  pieces,  and  sent  to  Canada  to  be  used  on  the 
lako.s.  Besides  the  armies  on  foot,  every  Colony  should 
diligently  attend  to  training  their  militia,  for  their  own  in- 
ternal defence.  All  valuable  goods  should  be  removed 
from  Rhode-Island  into  the  country,  that  the  island  may 
not  lie  sur|)rised  as  Boston  was.  The  same  thing  should 
be  done  in  the  City  o{  New-York ;  and  at  the  same  time 
fortify  some  strong  passes,  to  prevent  any  troops  getting 
into  the  country.  It  would  be  a  capital  stroke  to  get  pos- 
session of  Tryon  s  person.  Philadelphia  nmst  also  look 
to  itself  in  time. 


BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN  TO   GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

rhiladolphi;!,  August  17,  1775. 

Sin:  The  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  City  and  Pro- 
vince being  informed  on  Saturday  last,  that  a  ship  from 
Cork  had  come  up  to  Gloucester,  with  some  passengers, 
oliicors  of  the  Ministerial  Army,  and  a  quantity  of  cloth- 
ing for  that  Army  at  Boston,  immediately  sent  down  Cap- 
tain Bradford  with  thirty  men,  to  take  those  officers  pri- 
soners, and  at  the  same  time  an  armed  boat  to  bring  up  the 
clothinij;;  both  of  which  orders  were  accordingly  executed. 
The  officers  we  have  enlarged  upon  their  written  parole, 
to  render  themselves  at  your  camp,  and  two  soldiers  taken 
will)   them,   being  their  servants,  on  the  ]iarole  of  Major 
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French,  tlie  principal  officer,  copies  of  wliicli  paroles  are 
enclosed.  The  Major  requested,  uhen  he  signed  the  pa- 
role, that  we  would,  for  his  qualification,  give  hitn  a  certifi- 
cate of  his  making  a  claim  in  hehalf  of  himself  and  the 
others,  and  that  his  claim  was  not  admitted.  We  gratified 
him  in  this,  and  a  cojiy  of  our  certificate  is  also  enclosed. 
They  were  allowed  to  lake  with  them  their  own  baggage; 
but  the  baggage  of  some  other  oflicers  now  in  Boston, 
which  he  also  requested,  was  refused,  on  account  of  the 
detention  of  the  effects  of  our  friends  there  by  General 
Gage.  So  this  baggage,  with  the  clothing,  which  we  un- 
derstand is  for  two  regiments,  is  stored,  to  remain  for  the 
direction  and  disposition  of  the  Congress.  The  officers 
and  soldiers  are  to  set  out  for  your  camp  on  Tuesday,  the 
2-2d  instant,  accompanied  by  two  respectable  gentlemen  of 
this  City,  Captain  IVilling  and  Captain  Wharton,  whom 
we  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  notice,  who  will  pro- 
tect the  oflicers  on  the  road,  and  forward  their  journey. 
I\o  moie  gunpowder  is  yet  arrived  here.  On  the  lOtli 
instant  we  sent  twenty- two  hundred  weight  to  General 
Schuyler,  which  was  all  we  could  possibly  spare. 

With  great  esteem  and  respect,  we  have  the  honour  to 
be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants. 

By  order:  B.  Fkanki.in,  President. 

P.  S.  With  this  you  will  also  receive  a  packet  directetl 
to  an  oflicer  of  the  Ministerial  Army,  which  we  have  not 
opened,  but  submit  it  to  your  discretion. 


PENNSYLVANIA   COMMITTEE  OF   SAFETY  TO  THE   COMMITTEE 
OF   SAFETY  FOR  NEW-YORK. 

Phihuleliiliia,  August  17,  177.3. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  Safety 
for  this  Province,  to  request  the  favour  of  your  Board  to 
appoint  a  Committee  to  receive  into  their  custody  the 
sundry  trunks,  boxes,  &ic.,  described  in  the  enclosed  re- 
ceipt. They  go  liom  hence  for  your  City  by  the  stage, 
and  we  have  given  the  master  thereof  a  ceitificate  of  what 
they  are.  recommending  them  to  the  care  of  all  persons  into 
whose  custody  they  come,  until  safely  delivered  to  you 
or  your  Committee.  These  packages  contain  the  clothing 
and  other  necessaries  of  Major  French,  En.sign  llutlon,  and 
Cadet  McDerrnott,  three  officers  of  the  Ministerial  Troo|)s, 
and  their  two  servants,  who  having  lately  fallen  within  our 
District  are  made  prisoners  of  war,  and  sent  from  hence 
for  his  Excellency  General  Washington'' s  camp,  upon  their 
])arole  to  surrender  themselves  to  his  orders,  and  not  to 
bear  arms  against  the  United  Colonies  for  twelve  months, 
unless  exchanged,  nor  to  give  intelligence  of  any  publick 
affairs  during  the  term  of  their  parole.  They  are  escirted 
by  two  Captains  of  our  Military  Association,  and  we  have 
jiromised  that  their  baggage  should  be  sent  forward  to  the 
camp  with  safety  and  expedition.  It  is  judged  that  this 
application  to  you  will  be  the  best  method  of  performing 
our  promise,  not  doubting  you  are  as  desirous  to  preserve 
the  publick  faith,  and  promote  the  publick  service,  as  we 
are.  Major  French  will  pay  the  charges  attending  the 
baggage  ;  or  if  he  is  gone  from  your  City,  or  does  not  pass 
through  it,  we  will  pay  the  same  to  your  order;  therefore 
we  have  only  to  add  our  desire  that  you  will  forward  the 
whole  to  the  care  of  General  Washington,  in  such  manner 
as  you  may  judge  safest,  most  expeditious,  and  least  expen- 
sive. I  am  further  commanded  to  assure  you  that  this 
Committee  are  ready  at  all  times  to  pay  the  like  attention 
to  )'our  Board  that  they  expect  from  it;  and  on  behalf  of 
the  Committee,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your 
obedient  humble  servant,  B.  Franklin,  President. 

To  the  Conmiittee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  oi'  JSew-  York. 


ISAAC   STOUTENliURGU   AND   OTHERS,  TO  THE   NEW-YORK 
CONGRESS. 

New. York,  August  17,  1775. 
Mr.  Pjiesident  and  Gentlemen:  We  beg  leave  to 
inform  you  that  several  Independent  Companies,  already 
formed  in  this  City,  propose  to  unite  together  and  establish 
a  second  Independent  Battalion.  And  in  confidence  that 
the  Congress  will  readily  countenance  every  measure  which 
hath  a  tendency  to  promote  the  publick  good,  they  are 
thereby  encouraged  to  request  their  patronage. 


As  the  appointment  of  field-officers  belongs  to  the  C^on- 
gress,  they  would  humbly  beg  leave  to  recommend  the 
following  gentlemen  for  that  purpose,  being  persons  whom, 
upon  mature  consideration,  they  find  will  be  most  acceiUable 
to  the  companies  which  compose  the  battalion,  viz:  Cap- 
tain Win.  ticycr.  Colonel  ;  Captain  Ch'r  Barker,  or  Mr. 
P.  Curtenius,  for  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  and  Mr.  William 
Malcom,  as  Major.  They  Hatter  themselves  that  this  nomi- 
nation will  be  agreeable  to  the  Congress,  and  that  ihcy  will 
indulge  the  comjianies  therein.  With  respect  to  the  two  gen- 
tlemen who  are  named  as  Lieutenant-Colonel, the  preference 
of  the  Congress  will  be  cheerfully  acquiesced  with. 

They  particularly  request  that  the  Congress  will  take  this 
niatter  into  their  consideration,  as  soon  as  more  weighty 
affairs  will  peiniit,  as  they  would  wish  to  get  the  battalion 
in  a  respectable  situation  before  the  season  is  too  far  ad- 
vanced. 

In  behalf  of  four  conij)anies,  we  are,  with  due  respect,  Mr. 
President  and  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 
Isaac  Stoutenburgh, 
Christopher  Benson, 
John  Laboyteaux, 
Jeremiah  Wool. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress,  New-York. 


WESTCHESTER   (nEW-YOKk)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  Westchester,  at  the 
fVhite  Plains,  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  days  of  ^»g!w«  instant:  The  Committee 
divided  the  said  County  into  Districts  or  Beats,  agreeable 
to  the  directions  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  for  forming 
Militia  and  Minute  Companies,  and  directed  the  members 
of  the  Committee,  residing  in  each  District  or  Beat,  to 
advertise  in  some  publick  places,  and  to  give  personal 
notice  to  the  inhabitants  to  meet,  embody  themselves,  and 
choose  their  oflicers  on  next  Thursday,  and  then  entered 
into  the  following  Resolutions,  and  agreed  that  the  same  be 
published,  viz  : 

L  Resolved,  That  all  persons  who  shall  sell  or  buy  any 
Tea  in  this  County,  and  all  boatmen  and  others  who 
shall  purchase  Tea  at  New- York  or  elsewhere,  out  of  the 
County,  for  the  use  of  themselves  or  others  residing  in  the 
County,  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  August  instant, 
shall  be  considered  and  treated  as  contemners  of  the  Reso- 
lutions of  the  Continental  Congress  and  this  Committee, 
and  as  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  this  Country. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended,  and  it  is  hereby 
recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  County  immediately 
to  desist  from  Horse-racing  and  all  kinds  of  gaming;  and 
that  persons  who  do  not,  shall  be  considered  as  foes  to  mo- 
rality and  good  order,  and  to  the  prosperity  of  this  Country, 
and  be  dealt  with  accordini^'ly. 

By  order  of  the  Committee: 

Gilbert  Drake,  Chairman. 


MAMACf)TINC    (nHW-YORk)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Precinct  of  i>7a- 
macoting,  in  Ulster  County,  agreeable  to  notice  horn  the 
Chairman,  on  Thursday,  the  17th  August,  1775:  The 
Committee  taking  into  consideration  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress' Resolve  of  the  eighth  of  this  instant,  concerning 
the  purchasing  or  hiring  of  Arms,  have  resolved  that  each 
and  every  member  of  this  Committee  do  make  particular 
inquiry  in  their  respective  Disti'icts,  and  endeavour  to  pur- 
chase or  hire  all  the  Arms  fit  for  immediate  service,  and 
that  they  do  return  the  same  to  Mr.  IVilliam  Rose,  on  or 
before  the  twentieth  of  this  instant,  who  is  appointed  to 
deliver  them  to  Colonel  Clinton  or  his  order. 

Resolved  secondly,  That  .facob  R.  De  Witt  is  chosen 
Captain  of  the  Peinpacic  Company,  agreeable  to  the  Re- 
solve of  the  Provincial  Congress  on  the  ninth  of  this  instant ; 
Abr'm  Cuddehack,  F\rst  Lieutenant,  Robert  Cook,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Samuel  King,  Ensign  ;  and  that  they  be 
returned  to  the  Provincial  Congress  accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

John  Young,  Chairman. 
To  the  Provincial  Congress  at  New-York,  to  the  care  ol 

Colonel  James  Clinton. 
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ALBANY   COMMITTEE  TO  NEW-YOKK   CONGRESS. 

Albany  Coriiniittt-e  Chambor,  August  17,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Yesterday  came  down  here  from  Ticon- 
rleroica,  under  a  guard  consisting;  of  a  sergeant  and  tliiiieen 
men,  Alexander  ll'hiic,  Esquire,  Sheriff  of  Tryon  County, 
John  Connor,  Peter  Boon,  and  Lewis  Clement,  who  had 
been  taken  prisoners  by  a  party  of  General  Schui/kr''.i  men 
at  one  GiUilaniCs,  on  Lake  Champlain,  accompanied  by 
three  Indians,  who  were  also  taken  and  brou!,dit  before  the 
General  at  Ticondtros;a.  On  their  arrival  the  Indians 
were  by  us  forwarded  in  a  wagon  to  Schenectndij,  on  their 
way  iiome,  after  receiving  a  present,  in  conformity  to  the 
General's  letter,  a  copy  of  wiiich  we  enclose  you.  We 
send  down  under  guard,  IVhitc  and  Conner;  tlie  other  two, 
viz.  Ckjucnt  and  Boon,  we  have  thought  most  prudent  to 
detain  here  until  we  hear  Ironi  you  on  the  subject,  as  ue 
were  apprehensive  that  sending  them  down  might  create 
some  jealousy  and  discontent  among  the  Indinns,  (among 
whom  ihey  Irave  some  iuHuence,)  whose  fricndslii|)  we 
most  ardently  wish  to  cultivate. 

That  you  may  be  alile  to  judge  of  the  matter  with  the 
more  i^recision,  we  enclose  a  state  of  the  case  which  occa- 
sioned Mr.  ty/iile's  Hying  from  Tryon  County,  and  a  copy 
of  the  examination  taken  by  General  Schuyler  o[  l\\c  paity 
who  took  fl'/iitc's  party,  as  also  copies  of  two  letters  ironi 
Sir  John  Johnson  to  Mr.  flhitc. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants.  Hy 
order  of  the  Committee: 

Abkauam  Yates,  Ji:n.,  Chairman. 


COLONEL   HUNTINGTON   TO  GOVEKNOUU  TUL  MBl  LL. 

Roxbury  Camp,  August  17,  1775. 

Honoured  Sill :  I  have  your  esteemed  favour  of  the 
fourteenth  August.  1  could  wish  to  have  my  companies 
join  the  regiment,  but  submit  willingly  their  disposition  to 
llie  publick  service.  If  the  Ministerial  Troops  do  not  leave 
us  before  some  works  are  finished,  which  are  near  com- 
pleted, and  a  supply  of  powder  is  in,  1  expect  we  shall  be 
ordered  to  begin  the  salute.  There  is  not  proper  and  suf- 
ficient provision  made  lor  our  sick,  and  some  other  neces- 
sary matters.  I  could  wish  the  Governour  and  Council 
would  order  Gen.  Spencer  to  see  that  it  be  done.  Many  of 
our  sick  are  in  a  suffering  condition  for  want  of  house-room, 
&tc.  Many  of  our  soldiers  might  as  well  be  at  home  as 
here,  whose  arms  are  out  of  order,  no  armourers  established. 
I  have  made  frequent  applications  for  iron,  but  1  cannot 
obtain  any.  If  the  officers  here  had  authority  to  procure 
such  things  as  the  publick  service  absolutely  requires,  it 
would,  I  trust,  be  quickly  and  prudently  done;  but  we  are 
not  willing  to  do  much  of  our  own  heads.  Brother  John 
will  be  in  my  rness.  The  ]iost  calls.  The  enemy  aie  now 
endeavouring  to  molest  our  people  at  work  near  Lcinl/s 
Dam,  by  cannon  and  bombs. 

I  conclude  with  that  I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  dutiful 
and  affectionate  son,  .Jkd.  Huntington. 

Governour  Trumbull. 


committee  of  inspection  of  pown alhoroigh,  east 
pkeuinct  (new-york.) 

To  deprive  a  man  of  the  benefits  of  society,  by  holding 
him  up  to  the  world  as  an  enemy  to  his  Country,  is  a  task 
that  must  be  disagreeable  to  humanity;  but  the  duty  incum- 
bent on  every  person  who  is  intrusted  with  power,  to  pre- 
vent the  violation  of  the  American  Association,  makes  it 
necessary  to  publish  the  following  facts  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the 
East  Precinct  oi'  Pou-nall/orough,  on  the  -iOtli  day  ui'  May 
last,  they  sent  for  Aliid  Wood,  against  whom  some  com- 
plaints were  made,  and  the  folluwing  ficls  were  proved 
against  him,  viz  : 

1.  That  when  the  result  of  the  Continental  Congress  was 
made  publick,  the  said  Wood  declared  his  disapprobation  of 
the  same  in  every  respect,  and  reported  that  the  Members 
of  said  Congress  drank  thirty  bumpers  of  wine  a  piece  be- 
fore they  passed  their  Resolves,  and  added,  if  said  Resolves 
were  adhered  to,  the  Country  would  be  ruined  ;  and  said 
Wood  declared  he  would  not  abide  by  said  Resolves. 

^i.  That  said  Wood  did  order  out  Cordaije,  Sail-Cloth, 
and  Salt,  after  he  had  read  the  Continental  Association. 


;3.  That  the  said  ]l'ood  spoke  disrespectfully  of  the 
method  recommended  by  the  Provincial  Congress  for 
choosing  Officers,  and  said  the  Officers  were  rebels  and 
traitors,  and  discouraged  the  men  in  this  Parish  from  exer- 
ci-ing  under  said  Officers,  saying  they  would  be  hanged  if 
they  should  learn  to  exercise. 

4.  That  the  said  Wood  brought  from  Boston  certain 
jianiphlets,  entitled  "  An  Address  to  all  reasonable  Ameri- 
cans," and  spread  the  same,  and  extolled  the  pamphlet, 
saying  it  contained  nothing  but  the  truth,  and  was  the  best 
book  that  was  ever  wrote  ;  and  the  said  Wood,  speaking  of 
a  ])amphlet  wrote  in  England,  entitled  "  Considerations  on 
Measures  now  carrying  on  in  America,"  said  it  began  with 
a  lie  and  ended  with  the  same. 

5.  That  the  said  IVood  was  a  Selectman  in  1774,  and 
being  applied  to,  to  call  a  Town-Meeting  in  order  to  choose 
a  Committee  of  Inspection,  he  would  not  grant  a  war- 
rant for  so  doing,  saying  it  was  against  law,  and  there  was 
an  Act  of  Parliament  against  Town-Meetings. 

(3.  That  said  Wood  re|)orted  for  truth,  that  the  Province 
oi  Sew-York,  and  twelve  Towns  in  this  and  Connecticut 
Provinces,  had  voted  not  to  abide  by  the  result  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  and  thereby  enileavoured  to  discourage 
the  people  of  this  Parish  from  apjiroving  of  the  same. 

7.  That  the  said  Hood  declared  the  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment for  raising  a  revenue  in  America  were  not  grievances, 
but  ought  to  be  submitted  to;  and  that  the  Act  for  block- 
ing up  the  Port  of  Boston  was  a  just  punishment ;  and  said 
that  John  Hancock.  Es(|uire,  Samuel  Adams,  and  Josiah 
(-^ui)u-y,  were  the  cause  of  all  the  disturbances  and  difficul- 
ties we  are  involved  in. 

8.  That  the  said  /Focx/ declared  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  this  Province  ought  not  to  he  minded,  for  the  greatest 
part  of  said  Congress  were  damned  villains,  and  that  they 
destroyed  the  tea,  and  acted  only  to  deceive  the  people 
and  stir  u|)  rebellion  ;  and  that  the  Resolves  recommend- 
ing the  choosing  the  Officers  in  this  Province  was  high 
treason. 

9.  That  the  said  Wood  commended  the  coasters  for  car- 
rying timber  to  the  Troops. 

10.  That  the  said  Hood  being  asked  why  he  did  not 
carry  timber  to  the  Troops,  said,  because  he  was  afraid 
of  the  people  ;  and  added,  it  was  time  now  to  throw  off  fear, 
for  he  had  lost  thousands  by  fearing  to  supply  the  Troops  ; 
and  on  being  informed  the  Provincial  Congress  had  forbid 
supplying  the  Regular  Troops,  said  Wood  declared  most 
of  the  Congress  were  daumed  villains,  saying  there  was 
Hancock,  Adams,  and  others,  acted  out  of  selfish  views  in 
destroying  the  tea  ;  and  being  informed  Mr.  Hancock  did 
not  destroy  the  tea,  the  said  IVood  offered  to  give  his  oath 
before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  that  Mr.  Hancock  was  the 
first  man  that  went  on  board  the  vessel  to  destroy  tlie 
tea,  and  that  the  devil  had  made  them  believe  that  one  of 
them  should  be  a  King,  another  a  Governour,  and  that 
they  should  be  in  some  great  places  of  honour  and  profit, 
and  their  views  were  to  stir  up  the  people  to  sedition, 
in  Older  to  accomplish  their  designs.  This  was  spoke 
concerning  Mr.  Hancock  and  the  Provincial  Coniiress,  in 
April,  177.3.* 

•  F.lit'nezrr  'Whilticr.  of  lawful  age,  testifies  and  deelarcs,  that  somo 
tinir  111  .l;iii7  ln!<l.  Abiel  Wood,  merchant,  coinmoiided  the  coasters 
I'.ir  iMin  uii;  up  boards  and  timber  for  the  Troops;  that  tlie  said  Wood 
b.  iiif  nAi^^d  why  he  did  not  carry  timber  to  the  Troops;  he,  the  said 
Wo,„l.  siud  it  was  becius.-  he  was"  afraid  of  the  iieopl,-:  and  add.d,  it 
was  inne  now  t,.  lbi<.w  ..If  feiir,  f  .r  li.'  had  I.wt  thou^.,n.ls  by  toarin.'  to 
supply  tlie  Tr....:.-,  ,  i:.l  ..n  li.iii  :  i:  :'.i  m- 1  '  v  ■'..  -•  -.,  Ill  Ihcl'rovm- 
cial  t'ongi-ess  li   .i  i'      n...      ■.  •     ,     ■■'        I;    ■      I'l'  .,  li.',  the  said 

]V'oo(/,  s  lid  111.  '  '  s,iviii(r  there 

te.i  ;   and  b.ni.;   I  In    I  lir  .|.-i.<.li..nl    .Mr,   //<n,r...  t  ,1:,1    not   destroy  the 

I'M.  til'  sn.l  U  .'.../ ..tV.r.il  to  givi'  Ins  oath  bc-foro  any  Justice  of  tho 
r.^n.-.  ,  III  ,1  Mr.  Il,n,r„rh  wns  the  first  mm  that  went  on  board  the  ves. 
n-\  1..  .1  ■■^ii..v  111.-  t.a,  and  that  the  d.'vil  had  made  them  believe  that 
one  of  ili.in  should  bo  a  King,  anolii.r  a  Governour,  and  that  they 
sliould  bo  in  some  great  places  of  boiiour  and  profit,  and  their  views 
%v.'re  to  stir  up  the  |)roph'  to  sedilinn,  in  order  to  accomplish  their  de. 
sigi.v.     TI.I1.S  w.,s  sp.,k,-n  .-..ii,-.  rniiig  .Mr.  Ilnnror.k  mid   lb.'  Provincial 

^.:.,      I,,-,    i;:...       I:,,.    l'M..nlU„„/s,,.,:.,.    ,!l.r,.sp,.c.tullyof 


of 


.IN.-....N-,  .w.,  ./>;«<•  9,  177.'-. 
Tl..-  s.iid  F-I,r„e:cr  W/nt 
ib»cnbed,  before  me. 


153 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  fcc,  AUGUST,  IT. 


154 


The  Committee  tbeieupon  voted,  that  Abicl  fVood  was 
mi  enemy  to  his  Countiy. 

On  the  •24th  of  Maij  last  the  Sliip  Christian,  Christopher 
UiUiamson,  master,  arrived  licre,  having  on  board  one 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  coils  of  Cordage,  one  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  bars  of  Flat  Iron,  and  six  Anchors,  which 
were  shipped  by  John  ILitly,  of  Jf'hitihnvtn,  on  the  -^Otb 
day  o{  February  last,  on  account  and  risk  ai  Abicl  li'ond, 
and  to  be  delivered  to  him  at  said  Fownalboroiigh,  the 
dangers  of  the  seas  only  excepted. 

The  Committee  ordered  the  Cordage,  Anchors  and 
Iron  should  be  sent  back  foi'thwith. 

Tiie  said  Ship  sailed  the  28th  following,  and  Abid  fVood 
went  in  said  Ship  to  Nova-Scotia.  A  Sloop  of  sai<l  Jl'ood 
sailed  about  the  same  time,  and  at  sea  said  Hood  had  part 
ol'  the  Cordage  taken  out  of  said  Ship  and  put  on  board 
his  Sloop.  Said  H'ood  had  all  the  Cordage,  Anchors  and 
Iron  above-mentioned  carried  to  Nora-Scotia,  and  there 
landed  and  disposed  of  the  same.  Said  U  ood  has  also 
made  another  trip  to  Nova-Scotia,  (since  he  carried  the 
Cordage,)  with  Salt,  and  on  the  8ih  instant  arrived  hcie, 
having  cleared  out  from  Novn-Scotia  to  New-York  lor 
I'rovisioiis. 

The  Committee  therefore  think  it  their  duty  to,  and  they 
hereby  publish  the  said  Abicl  H'ood  as  a  violator  of  the 
American  Association,  and  an  enemy  to  this  Country, 
Hnd  that  he  ouglit  to  be  treated  as  such,  notwithstanding  a 
late  publication  in  Mr.  HalVs  paper,  by  the  Comniittee  of 
Correspondence,  to  the  contrary. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  East 
Parish  in  rowiialborotigh  : 

TiMO.  La.ngdo.v,  Chainnun. 

Kist  Pr.Tinct,  Pownalborough,  Aii^'ust  17,  1775. 


TIMOTHY   PARSONS  TO  THE  PIBLKK. 

A  certain  Abiel  Wood,  of  Pownalborough,  having  laid 
a  ])lan,  with  the  assistance  of  Thomas  Rice,  and  the  rest 
of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  that  Town,  to 
supply  the  inhabitants  of  Aou«-.S'co«i«  with  provisions,  con- 
trary to,  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  Resolves  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  expose  them, 
and  every  person  who  shall  endeavour  to  break  through  the 
grand  rules  by  which  alone  we  must  expect  to  eli'ect  a 
defeat  of  our  unnatural  enemies. 

H'ood,  after  he  had  been  to  Nova-Scotia  with  a  large 
(juantity  of  goods,  which  he  imported  in  opposition  to  the 
Continental  Association  ;  after  he  had  committed  the  nu- 
merous outrageous  crimes  mentioned  in  a  ])ublication  of  the 
Committee  of  Inspection  of  Poivnalboroiigh,  in  Mr.  Eilcs's 
paper  of  the  11th  ultimo;  after,  by  his  finesse  and  low  cun- 
ning, he  had  raised  many  and  great  disturbances  in  this 
jilace,  by  forging  and  spreading  lies  in  favour  of  the  British 
Ministry,  and  against  America ;  after,  when  by  his  friends 
he  was  advised  to  desist  from  such  male-practices,  seeing 
he  could  not  effect  his  purpose  of  torifying  the  whole 
Town,  and  that  liis  efforts  would  only  tend  to  disturb  the 
peace  and  virtue  of  the  people,  (for  he  had  many,  if  not  a 
majority  of  them  dependant  upon  him,)  replied,  if  the 
Town  was  ruled  by  his  opinion,  that  a  pepper-corn  would 
turn  a  scale,  and  that  he  was  determined  to  persist  in  what 
he  had  undertaken,  and  the  worst  the  Committee  could  do, 
was  to  publish  him  in  the  papers,  which  he  cared  not  for. 
After  all  these  things,  the  said  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence, of  which  Mr.  Rice  is  the  principal,  met  at  Wood's 
house,  notwithstanding  they  were  knowing  to  the  truth  of 
tlie  above;  and  furthermore,  that  he  had  the  very  goods  he 
imported,  as  mentioned,  then  on  sale  in  Nova-Scotia;  and 
having  eat  dinner  with  him,  and  drank  up  all  his  ale,  they 
composed  the  piece  which  appeared  in  Messrs.  Halis 
paper,  purporting  that  he  had  not  violated  the  Association 
in  any  respect,  kc,  and  that  for  the  rash  words  he  bad 
spoken  he  had  made  an  acknowledgment,  which  acknow- 
ledgment has  never  appeared  other  than  the  dinner  and 
ale  ;  and  consented  that  he  might  go  to  Nova-Scotia  with 
a  large  quantity  of  salt,  for  the  support  of  the  British  fish- 
eries, in  opposition  to  tlie  Continental  Resolves  to  the  con- 
trary, which  he  religiously  executed  with  his  sloop  ;  and 
on  bis  return  he  cleared  out  for  Ntw-  York,  but  he  touched 
in  here. 

The  Committee  of  Inspection,  alarmed  at  so  violent  an 


act  of  opposition  as  the  supplying  our  enemies  with  pro- 
visions, or  even  the  violation  of  the  Congress'  Resolves, 
which  is  the  grand  criterion  of  every  friend  to  his  Country 
in  his  Committee  conduct,  met  and  \'oted  that  it  was  not 
safe  he  should  proceed  until  he  had  liberty  from  the  Gene- 
ral Court  of  this  Province.  An  evidence  respecting 
Wood's  design,  follows,  viz: 

"  I,  Stcirart  Hunt,  of  lawful  age,  testify  and  say,  that 
some  time  in  June  or  July  last,  I  heard  Abiel  Wood,  of 
Vownalborough,  say  be  was  determined  to  carry  on  trade 
to  Nova-Scdtia,  and  that  he  could  get  corn  at  the  south- 
ward, and  that  he  woidd  go  a  voyage  for  corn,  and  clear  it 
out  for  N^ova-Scotia,  and  that  on  his  voyage  he  could  come 
into  Sheepscot,  and  leave  part  of  his  cargo  there,  and  then 
proceed  to  JSova-Scotin  with  the  remainder  of  his  car<_'o, 
in  order  to  cancel  his  bonds:  and  1  heard  the  said  flood 
say.  that  he  hoped  John  Hancock  and  the  Adamses  would 
be  hanged,  for  they  have  made  all  the  disturbances  ;  and 
if  some  of  the  leaders  were  hung,  the  rest  would  be  easy; 
and  that  there  would  be  no  peace  till  some  were  hung;  and 
at  many  other  times  he  seemed  disposed  to  terrify  the  peo- 
l)le,  by  saying  all  that  ha\e  signed  the  covenant  would  cer- 
tainly be  hanged,  fee.  I  do  now  solenmly  declare  the 
above  to  be  the  truth.  Stewart  Hpnt. 

"  Pownalboi-ougli,  August  2.7,  177,7." 

The  General  Court  having  ordered  that  ilie  Commiltce 
of  Correspondence  in  the  several  Towns  should  be  autlio- 
lized  to  clear  out  vessels,  the  jjroperty  of  well  known  friends 
to  this  Countr)',  to  so  to  the  southward  after  provisions,  the 
said  Thomas  Rice,  with  the  re«t  of  the  Committee,  cleared 
out  said  Wood's  Sloop,  y^ebuloii  Baker,  master,  although 
he  has  been  published  an  open  enemy  to  this  Country.  U 
is  therefore  hoped,  in  justice  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  as  well 
as  to  prevent  said  Wood  from  supplying  the  people  in  Nnva- 
Scotia,  where  he  has  a  store,  and  carries  on  trade  now  with 
provisions,  contrary  to  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  that  the  Committee,  in  what  port  she  now  is  or 
may  be  at,  will  detain  her  so  as  to  prevent  such  abandoned 
designs  being  executed. 

The  following  is  an  Address  to  the  li'ominittec  of  Corres- 
pond enci.  . 

Question  1.  Did  you  clear  out  Ahltl  Wood's  Sloop  be- 
cause he  has  made  it  his  business  for  nine  months  past  to 
curse  both  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses,  and  tell 
the  most  scandalous  lies  of  them  which  he  could  invent? 

'2.  Was  it  because  he  endeavoured  to  discourage  tlie 
good  people  of  this  place  from  regartling  the  Continental 
Association  ? 

3.  Was  it  because  he  tried  to  frighten  the  people  of  the 
Tow-n  from  choosing  Mililia  Ollicers,  and  a  person  for  learn- 
ing them  the  exercise,  by  telling  them  it  was  high  treason, 
and  they  would  all  be  hanged  for  it:  and  by  such  actions 
has  got  a  party  of  about  forty  men  in  the  Town  to  join  with 
him  ;  has  deterred  the  youth  from  their  noble  designs,  by 
reading  the  law  respecting  the  London  apprentices,  antl 
concluded  by  saying,  if  they  met  to  exercise,  they  woi.ld 
be  hanged  in  the  same  manner  with  them? 

4.  Was  it  because  he,  in  a  most  notorious  manner,  broke 
the  Continental  Association,  and  in  consequence  was  pub- 
lished in  the  papers  as  an  enemy  to  bis  Country? 

5.  Was  it  because  he  traded,  and  now  continues  to  trade, 
to  Nova-Scotia,  in  open  violation  of  the  Continental  Re- 
solves, and  his  determination  of  carrying  the  provisions 
there,  for  which  his  vessel  is  gone  by  your  recommenda- 
tion ? 

6.  Was  it  because  the  Committee  of  Inspection  voted 
it  unsafe  to  let  his  sloop  proceed  on  her  voyage,  as  she  was 
going  with  supplies  to  a  place  prohibited  by  the  Congress  ? 

7.  Was  it  because  he,  with  Thomas  Rice,  Esq.,  one  of 
your  Committee,  granteil  a  warrant  for  the  annual  March 
meeting,  agreeable  to  one  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  against 
which  the  present  noble  resistance  is  made  ? 

8.  Was  it  because  you  are  determined  to  avert  the  just 
punishment  which  he  is  liable  to  for  violating  the  Associa- 
tion, by  assisting  him  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  the  enenr.  ? 

9.  \Vas  it  because  you  thought  him  a  friend  to  tliis 
Country,  by  endeavouring  to  establish  the  mild  Acts  of 
Parliament  lately  exported  from  England ;  Acts  which 
were  granted  to  take  our  money  w  iiliout  our  consent :  block 
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up  our  ports  ;  alter  our  ancient,  vakiablu  Coiislitulioii ;  stop 
our  fisheries,  uliicii  tiie  God  of  nature  iiad  given  us  in  sucii 
l)lenty  for  our  easy  and  chea])  maintenance  ;  seize  our  ves- 
sels, and  sto|)  our  trade  .' 

Such,  lientlen.en,  are  the  real  facts  which  you  knou- 
Wood  has  heen  guilty  of;  and  if  from  them  you  draw  llio 
conclusion  that  he  was  a  friend  to  this  Country;  or  li  it 
was  from  other  motives,  I  should  be  ,i;lad  to  have  thein  in 
answer  to  this,  through  the  channel  of  the  newspapers,  so 
that  your  coiuluct,  which  appears  to  he  that  of  the  Town, 
may  apjicar  to  the  world  in  its  true,  proper  or  improper 
liyht. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  vour  humble  servant, 

Timothy  Parsons. 

Pownalboroufjh,  ()L-tob,r  3,  177.'.. 


As 


riMOTHV   I.ANCOO.N-  TO  THK    I'l  lil.ICK. 

Pownalboroi.;;!),  Uotohor  «,  1775. 

dismis  \\vi  a  Committee  of  Inspection  reflects 
dis'^raco  on  the  Town  that  dismiss  it,  or  the  Committee 
dismissed,  I  desire  you  would  publish  the  following;  slate 
of  facts  relative  to  the  dismissing  the  Commiitee  of  Inspec- 
tion for  the  East  Precinct  of  Fownnlboruurrh,  that  the 
publick  may  judge  whether  the\-  were  dismissed  for  good 
reasons  or  no : 

Ahid  Wood,  of  Powiial/jorough,  having  been  guilty  of 
many  misdemeanours,  and  violated  the  Association,  the 
Committee  thought  it  their  duty  to  publish  him  to  the  world 
as  an  enemy  to  his  Country.  A  state  of  facts,  relative  to 
his  conduct,  was  drawn  up  in  May  last,  and  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  late  Congress.  Tlie  Committee  thought  it  prudent 
to  suspend  the  iiublishing  his  name  in  the  papers,  as  he  had 
sailed  with  his  lamily  for  Nova-Scotia. 

The  Town  of  I'oumnlljorough  having  been  without  a 
Committee  of  Correspondence  till  tiic  '22d  of  June  last,  the 
inhabitants  then  assembled,  and  made  choice  of  Thomas 
Rice,  Es(|.,  Messrs.  Michael  Sevcy,  John  Decker,  Jan., 
Edmond  Bridge,  and  Obadiah  Call,  for  that  purpose. 

Soon  after  the  Committee  of  Correspoudence  was  chosen, 
Mr.  IVuod  returned  from  Nova-Srolia,  and  made  applica- 
tion to  the  above  gcntlen;en,  whereupon  they  voted  him  a 
friend  to  his  Country,  though  they  knew  that  he  had  vio- 
lated the  Association  by  importing  cordage,  k,c.;  they  also 
gave  him  a  permit  to  go  to  JSovn-Scolia,  in  direct  violation 
of  the  Resolve  of  the  American  Congress  in  May  last; 
they  also  published  a  piece  in  .Alessrs.  IlaJl's  paper,  declar- 
ing to  the  world  that  Mr.  Hood  was  a  friend  to  the  Coun- 
try. 

The  Comnfiltee  of  Inspection  thought  themselves  ag- 
grieved by  tlie  publication  of  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence, and  sent  a  Petition  to  the  General  Court,  with 
a  state  of  facts;  they  also  sent  a  state  of  facts  relating  to 
Mr.  Wood's  conduct  to  the  jiress.  Tlie  General  Court 
took  the  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  into 
consideration,  and  passed  the  following  Resolve: 


Ho 


ii  ReitreSL'iJ 


s,  W.ilf.rlou-n,  } 


"  Resoleed,  That  the  facts  alleged  in  the  Petition  of 
Timothy  Laiigdon,  and  others.  Committee  of  Inspection 
for  the  East  Parish  of  the  Town  of  I'owmdboroiigh,  against 
Mr.  Ahiel  Wood,  respecting  his  conduct,  were  proper  to 
be  considered  by  the  Committees  of  Inspection  ;  and  that 
from  their  representation  they  had  sullicient  evidence  of 
the  facts  to  deem  him  an  enemy  to  his  Country  ;  and  that 
Committees  of  Inspection  are  the  only  bodies  recommended 
by  the  Continental  Congress  to  judge  and  deti.'rminc  re- 
specting infringements  of  the  A.ssociaiion  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress;  and  that  Committees  of  Correspondence  are 
not  authorized  for  that  end  ;  and  that,  from  the  represent- 
ation made  by  the  Committee  of  lu'^pection,  this  Court 
a|iprove  of  their  conduct.      Sent  u]i  for  concurrence  : 

"Jamks  Warhkn,  Sprakcr. 

"  In  ("ouncil  read  and  concurred  : 

"  Attest:  P.  .MoiiTON,  Secretary  pro  tern. 

"Consented  to,  by  fifteen  of  the  Council." 

Between  the  timeof  s.'nding  the  Petition  to  Court,  and  the 
return  of  the  General  Court's  doings,  Mr.  Wood  returned 
from  his  second  trip  io  Nova-Scotia.     He  drew  a  Petition, 


which  was  signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants,  and  sent 
it  to  the  Selectmen  for  a  Town-meeting  to  be  called,  to  dis- 
miss the  Committee  of  Inspection.  One  of  the  Selectmen 
refused  to  grant  a  warrant  for  that  purpose  ;  two  Select- 
men signed  it,  and  as  it  is  in  Mr.  Wood's  hand-writing, 
and  he  may  think  me  partial  unless  I  publish  it,  I  shall 
give  the  article  to  the  publick. 

1st.  To  choose  a  Moderator  for  said  Toun-nieeiing. 
i2  I.  To  see  if  the  Town  approve  of  the  pioceeilings  of 
Ebeiiezer  Whiltier,  Timothy  Laiigdoii,  Timothy  Parsons, 
01'  anv  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  on  the  East  side  of 
said  Town. 

:jd.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  dismiss  tlie  old.  and  choose 
a  new  Committee  of  Inspection  on  the  East  side  of  said 
Town. 

The  Town  accordingly  met  on  the  4ih  of  September, 
but  the  Selectmen,  either  conscious  they  had  done  wrong 
iii  i;ranting  the  warrant,  or  some  other  reasons  best  known 
to  themselves,  did  not  appear  at  the  meeting.  Mr.  Hood's 
party  were  at  lirst  thrown  into  confusion,  and  some  of  them 
went  to  the  Selectman  v.ho  would  not  sign  the  warrant 
and  ordered  bim  to  the  meeting,  but  he  refused  to  go  ;  they 
then  returned  to  the  meeting,  and  after  consulting  with 
one  who  thinks  himself  a  judge  of  law,  they  determined 
they  could  hold  a  meeting  witiioi.it  the  Selectmen,  or  either 
of  them  being  present.  They  then  (to  their  immortal 
honour  be  it  spoken)  made  choice  of  a  man  for  their  mo- 
derator who  at  the  last  March  meeting  had  the  audacity 
to  declare  that  he  hoped  before  six  months  were  at  an 
end  he  should  see  half  the  Continent  in  fetters. 

One  of  the  Coinmitiee  desired  leave  to  read  the  above 
Resolve  of  the  General  Court,  which  being  granted,  ar.d 
the  Resolve  read,  ftlr.  Moderator  and  Mr.  flood  assured 
the  assembly  they  did  not  know  the  men  who  signed  the 
Resolve,  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  them,  and  that 
the  Resolve  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Town-meeting. 
They  then  passed  the  following  votes,  viz: 

Voted,  That  tliey  do  not  ajiprove  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Commiitee  of  Inspection  on  the  East  side  of  the  Tou  n. 
Foted,  To  dismiss  the  old,  and  choose  a  new  Commit- 
tee for  the  East  side  of  said  Town. 

One  ol'  my  brethren  and  myself  moved,  that  the  as- 
sembly would  act  consistently,  and  record  the  reasons  for 
dismissing  the  Committee,  but  Mr.  Moderator  assured  us 
theie  was  no  article  in  the  warrant  foi'  that  purpose. 

After  the  assembly  had  dismissed  the  Committee  of  In- 
spection, ]\Ir.  /Foof/ applied  to  the  before-mentioned  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence,  and  they  gave  him  lilierty  to 
take  his  sloop,  which  the  Committee  of  Inspection  had 
stopped  for  trading  to  Nova- Scotia ;  they  also  gave  to  hini 
(or  one  Baker,  who  has  been  in  the  sloop  trading  to  jVorn- 
Scolia)  a  cerlil'icate  of  his  being  a  frienci  to  the  Country, 
aL;recable  to  the  Resolve  of  the  General  Court,  that  he 
minht  go  to  Philadelphia  for  provisions,  although  they 
knew  th;ii,  at  the  time  of  granting  the  certificate,  Mr. 
Baker  had  a  clearance  for  that  sloop  from  Nova-Scotia 
i'or  ^ew- York.  And  it  does  appear  by  a  deposition  which 
is  ready  to  be  jjublished,  that  Mr.  /roor/ declared  he  would 
get  a  certificate  from  the  Committee,  and  make  use  of  it 
to  get  provisions,  and  trade  to  Nova-Scotia. 

The  al)ove  being  facts,  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  Town 
of  Pownalboroiigh  to  give  some  reasons  for  their  conduct, 
and  upon  the  Committee  of  Correspomlence  to  ju>tify  their 
proceediiiL's  to  the  world. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Timothy  Langdon. 

'Ih-  llntruo,  August  18,  177.'i. 

Their  High  iMightinesscs  the  States-General  have  this 
day  issued  a  Proclamation,  of  which  the  following  is  a  trans- 
lation :  ,, 

1   IIOCI.AMATION. 

The  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces,  to  all  wl.o 
shall  see,  or  hear  these  presents  read,  greeting: 

Be  it  known,  that  as  the  reasons  which  induced  us  here- 
tofore to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  Ammunition  to  the 
English  Colonies  still  subsist,  we  have  again  thought  fit 
absolutely  to  prohibit,  and  we  hereby  absolutely  do  prohi- 
bit all  exportation  of  Ammunition,  Gunpowder,  Guns  and 
Shot,  by  ships  belonging  to  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain, 
for  the  further  term  of  a  year,  on  pain,  not  only  of  confis- 
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cation  of  the  Arms  and  Ammunition  which  shall  be  found 
tht'i'e  on  board,  but  also  of  a  (ine  of  a  thousand  guilders 
over  and  above,  at  tlie  charge  of  the  commander,  whose 
ship  shall  be  answerable  and  liable  to  execution  for  the 
same. 

That  we  have  further  thouijht  fit  to  enact,  and  we  do 
licreby  enact,  that  during  the  aforesaid  further  term  of  one 
year,  no  Gunpowder,  Guns,  Shot,  or  other  instruments  of 
war,  shall  be  embarked  on  board  any  other  ships,  whether 
foreign  or  belonging  to  this  Country,  to  be  transported 
abroad,  without  consent  and  permission  of  the  College  of 
Admiraltv,  under  whose  jurisdiction  the  embarkation  shall 
be  made,  on  pain  of  confiscation  of  the  Arms,  Gunpowder, 
Guns,  Shot,  or  other  Ammunition,  which  shall  have  been 
embarked  without  permission,  and  of  the  commander's  in- 
curring a  fine  of  a  thousand  guilders,  on  board  of  whose 
s!iip  the  said  Arms  and  Auuiiuniiion  shall  have  been  em- 
barked, and  his  ship  be  answerable  and  liable  to  execution 
{iif  the  said  fine. 

And  that  no  one  may  pretend  ignorance  lierenf  wc  call 
ujion  and  require  the  Slates,  the  hereditary  Stadtliohler,  the 
Committee  of  Council,  and  the  deputations  of  the  States 
of  the  respective  Provinces,  and  all  other  the  oflicers  and 
justices  of  these  Countries,  to  cause  this  our  Proclamation 
to  be  forthwith  promulgated,  published,  and  afllxed  in  all 
places  where  the  same  is  necessary,  and  where  such  pub- 
lication is  wont  to  be  made;  and  we  further  charge  and 
command  the  Counsellors  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Advo- 
cates-General, and  Commis-General,  together  with  all  Ad- 
mirals, Vice  Admirals,  Captains,  Officers,  and  Commanders, 
to  pay  obedience  to  this  our  Proclamation,  proceeding,  and 
causing  to  be  proceeded  against  the  transgressors  thereof, 
without  favour,  connivance,  dissimulation  or  comjjobition  ; 
lor  such  have  we  found  meet. 

Given  at  the  liagut,  under  the  seal  of  the  Stale,  the 
signature  of  the  President  of  our  Assembly,  and  the  coun- 
ter-signature of  our  Grcjfier,  August  18,  1775. 

G.  Van  Haroenbroek. 

By  order  of  the  States-General:  ,,    ,^ 


NANSEMOND    COUNTY    (vIKGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  held  for  Naiiscnwml  County,  Angust  the 
ISth,  1775: 

It  being  reported  that  Messrs.  Donaldson  and  Ilninilfon, 
merchants  in  the  Town  o(  Suffolk,  had  intentionally  ship- 
ped a  considerable  quantity  of  Provisions  to  Boston,  in  the 
13rigantine  John,  Hugh  Kennedy  master,  contrary  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Neiv-York,  made  April 
27th,  1775,  and  acceded  to  by  the  several  Provinces;  the 
aforesaid  gentlemen  appeared,  and  several  depositions  and 
protests  being  read,  fully  convinced  this  Connnittee  that 
the  said  Donaldson  and  Hamilton  intended  the  voyage  of 
the  said  brig  for  Antigua,  and  that  it  was  by  the  express 
direction  of  the  Governour  and  Captain  of  the  man-of-war, 
(who  had  information  of  her  loading  with  Provisions  three 
weeks  before  she  sailed)  that  the  said  brig  was  taken,  and 
carried  to  Boston.  The  aforesaid  gentlemen  being  charged 
with  shipping  some  Ham  and  Butter,  on  the  17th  of  Ajjril 
labt,  to  Henry  Lloyd,  a  gentleirien  of  Boston: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  gentlemen  in  so  doing  have 
not  violated  the  Association,  the  said  articles  being  shipped 
prior  to  any  resolution  to  the  contrary. 

By  order  of  the  Committee: 

John-  Gregorie,  Clerk. 


THOMAS    JOHNSON,  JUN. 


TO   HORATIO    GATES. 

Annipolis,  August  18,  1775. 


Mt  dear  Sir:  I  received  yours  of  the  21st  July,  and 
in  a  day  or  two  afterwards  forwarded  your  letter  to  Mrs. 
Gates,  by  my  brother,  with  directions,  if  she  had  left 
Frcdericktown,  where  she  then  was  on  a  visit,  and  had  no 
immediate  good  opportunity,  to  send  a  servant  on  purpose. 

I  shall  be  very  unhappy  that  petitioning  the  King,  to 
which  measure  I  was  a  friend,  should  give  you  or  any  one 
else  attached  to  the  cause  of  America  and  liberty,  the  least 
uneasiness.  You  and  I,  and  America  in  general,  may 
almost  universally  wish,  in  the  first  place  to  estalilisb  our 
liberties:  our  second  wish  is,  a  reunion  with  Great  Bri- 


tain; so  may  we  preserve  the  empire  entire,  and  the  con- 
stitutional liberty,  founded  in  whiggish  principles,  handed 
down  to  us  by  our  ancestors.  In  order  to  strengthen  our- 
selves to  accomplish  these  great  ends,  we  ought,  in  my 
opinion,  to  conduct  ourselves  so  as  to  unite  America  and 
divide  Britain;  this,  as  it  appears  to  me,  may  most  likely 
be  effected  by  doing  rather  more  than  less  in  the  peaceable 
line,  tlian  would  be  required  if  our  petition  is  rejected 
with  rontempt,  which  I  think  most  likely.  Will  not  our 
friends  in  England  be  still  more  exasperated  against  the 
Court?  And  will  not  our  very  moderate  men  on  this  side 
of  the  water  be  compelled  to  own  the  necessity  of  oppo- 
sing force  by  force?  The  rejection  of  the  New-York 
jietition  was  very  serviceable  to  America.  If  our  petition 
should  be  granted,  the  troops  will  be  recalled,  the  obnoxious 
acts  repealed,  anil  we  restored  to  the  footing  of  17G.3.  If 
the  petition  should  not  be  granted,  hut  so  far  attended  to 
as  to  lay  the  groundwoik  of  a  negotiation,  Britain  must, 
I  think,  be  ruined  by  the  delay  :  if  she  subdues  us  at  all, 
it  must  be  by  a  most  violent  and  sudden  exertion  of  her 
force;  and  if  we  can  keep  up  a  strong  party  in  England, 
headed  by  such  characters  as  Lord  Chatham,  and  the  others 
in  the  present  opposition,  Bute,  Mansfield,  and  North, 
and  a  corrupt  majority,  cannot  draw  the  British  force  fully 
into  action  against  us.  Our  fiiends  will  certainly  continue 
such  as  long  as  they  see  we  do  not  desire  to  break  from  a 
reasonable  and  beneficial  connexion  with  the  Mother  Coun- 
try ;  but  if,  unhappily  for  the  whole  Empire,  they  should 
once  be  convinced  by  our  conduct  that  we  design  to 
bieak  from  that  connexion,  I  am  apprehensive  they  will 
thenceforth  become  our  most  dangerous  enemies  ;  the 
greatest  and  first  law  of  self-preservation  will  justify,  nay 
compel  it.  The  cunning  Scotchmen  and  Lord  North 
fully  feel  the  force  of  this  reasoning ;  hence  their  industry 
to  make  it  be  believed  in  England  that  we  have  a  scheme 
of  Independence,  a  general  term  they  equivocally  use,  to 
signify  to  the  friends  of  liberty  a  breaking  oft'  all  connex- 
ion; and  to  Tories,  that  we  dispute  the  supremacy  of  Par- 
liament. In  the  Declaratory  Act  is  the  power  of  binding 
us,  by  its  acts,  in  all  cases  whatever ;  the  latter  we  do  most 
cei'tainly  dispute,  and  I  trust  shall  successfully  fight  against, 
with  the  approliation  of  every  honest  Englishman. 

Lord  North's  proposition,  and  consequent  resolution  of 
Parliament,  were  insidiously  devised  to  wear  the  face  of 
|ieace,  and  embarrass  us  in  the  choice  of  evils — either  to 
accept  and  be  slaves,  or  reject  and  increase  the  number 
and  power  of  our  enemies.  I  Hatter  myself  that  your 
petition  will  present  to  him  only  a  choice  of  means  injuri- 
ous to  his  villanous  schemes. 

Our  Convention  met  the  very  day  of  my  getting  home. 
The  meeting  was  very  full ;  we  sat  close  many  days,  by  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  by  candlelight  in  the  evening. 
Our  people  were  very  prompt  to  do  every  thing  desired  ; 
they  have  appropriated  £100,000  for  the  defence  of  this 
Province,  a  great  part  of  it  to  be  laid  out  in  the  military 
line  immediately,  part  contingently,  and  the  rest  for  estab- 
lishing manufactories  of  salt,  saltpetre,  and  gunpowder. 

We  have  an  association  ascertaining  the  necessity  and 
justifiableness  of  repelling  force  by  force,  to  be  universally 
signed;  and  strict  resolutions  with  regard  to  our  Militia, 
which  is  to  be  as  coirqirehensive  here  as  perhaps  in  any 
country  in  the  world,  wiien  called  to  action.  We  are  to  be 
sidiject  to  the  congressional  rides  and  regulations  for  the 
Army.  A  Committee  of  Safety,  composed  of  sixteen,  is, 
in  the  recess  of  the  Convention,  to  have  the  supreme  di- 
rection. We  yet  retain  the  forms  of  our  Government, 
but  there  is  no  real  force  or  efficacy  in  it;  if  the  intelli- 
gence we  have  from  England  looks  toward  war,  I  dare 
say  this  Province  will  not  hesitate  to  discharge  all  oflicers, 
and  go  boldly  into  it  at  once. 

I  have  not  lately  heard  any  thing  particular  from  Vir- 
ginia that  can  be  depended  on;  their  Convention  has  had 
a  long  sitting,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  spirited  measures, 
becoming  themselves  and  adequate  to  their  circumstances, 
are  adopted.  We  have  the  pleasure  now  and  then  to 
hear  of  your  successful  skirmishes.  I  long  to  hear  that  you 
have  all  your  riflemen,  and  am  particularly  anxious  as  to 
their  conduct.  The  spirit  has  run  through  our  young  men 
so  much,  that  if  the  business  proceeds,  notwithstanding  the 
scarcity  of  men  in  this  and  the  other  Southern  Provinces,  I 
believe  we  must  furnish  you  with  a  battalion  or  two;  if,  as 
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1  hope,  tliose  who  are  ijone  acquire  repiitnilon,  many  of  our 
vouth  will  he  on  fii-e;  ilie  dilliculty  now  is  lo  rcjulate  aiitl 
(lirect  tiie  spirit  n(  liie  people  at  large ;  anil  1  verily  believe, 
that  instead  of  their  being  discouraged  by  a  check  on  our 
military  achievements,  a  sore  rub  would  inriame  them  near- 
Iv  to  madness  and  desjieration.  I  have  already  solicited 
vour  notice  of  several  young  gentlemen  from  Martjland ; 
Lieutenant  GriJ/ith  and  Danitl  Dorsnj,  volunteers  with 
Captain  Crcsap's  C<<mi)auy,  and  all  young  men  of  con- 
nexion with  us;  their  liithers,  with  whom  1  have  an  intimacy 
and  friendship,  arc  ambitious  that  they  should  be  regarded 
In-  you,  and  desire  1  should  make  a  favourable  mention  oi 
theiu  with  that  \ie\v.  Vou  must  not  be  surprised  ;  the 
rank  you  huld  iji  the  opinion  of  my  countrymen  must 
ike  you  the  military  (litlier  of  the  MdiyUmil  youth.     1 


iiave  not  a   personal 


nance  with   these  three 


gentlemen,  but  their  passion  lor  the  service  is  a  jioweilul 
recommendation. 

Our  Convention  .set  one  example  of  banishment.  Our 
association,  1  believe,  will  occasion  a  good  many,  chietly 
S-otc/i,  to  return  again  to  their  own  country.  On  a  late 
alarm,  twelve  out  of  thirteen  Morlh  Britons  enrolled  in  one 
company,  refused  lo  march,  on  which  ihey  were  disarm- 
ed ;  the  alarm  proved  I'alse,  within  an  hour  after  the  fatal 
discovery.  I  am  very  unwilling  to  do  any  thing  harsh, 
but  it  is  surely  time  to  know  who  may  be  depended  on. 
Under  pretence  of  neutrality,  our  inveterati-  enemies  will 
remain  silent  till  we  are  on  the  hip,  and  then  fall  tin  like 
devils  to  overthrow  us. 

1  have  done  myself  much  pleasure  in  writing  you  this 
loose  unconnected  letter,  and  I  shall  have  more  in  know- 
ing the  length  of  it  does  not  tire  you.  My  best  wishes 
atiend  you. 

1  am,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  seivani, 

TlIO.M.VS    JoHNSO.V,    JlN. 


GOVKUNinU  TUUMBLT.L  TO   Ct.NF.llAL    SCHIVLER. 

Lfib^inon,  August  18,   1775. 

Sin:  I  have  before  me  his  Excellency  General  flash- 
ingloiis  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  wherein  be  mentions, 
'•  We  begin  to  feel  a  scarcity  of  lead.  I  have  concluded  that 
part  of  tiie  stock  found  at  Ticonrlcroga  should  be  brought 
down  ;  for  this  purpose  have  wrote  to  General  Sc/niylcr.'' 

He  desires  me  lo  take  the  direction  of  this  matter,  and 
be  cautious  and  not  suffer  it  to  be  water-borne  when  there 
is  any  danger  of  the  enemy's  ship|)ing.  His  letter  to  you 
on  that  head  I  conclude  is  enclosed.  I  have  wrote  to  Mr. 
Commissary  Fhclps  that  it  will  be  sent  by  the  returning 
•earns  from  Lake  George  to  him  at  Albany,  from  thence 
be  is  to  direct  it  in  the  safest,  least  expensive,  and  directcst 
way  to  the  camp  bcforo  Boston  ;  not  to  suffer  it  to  be 
water-borne  where  there  is  any  danger.  Possibly  it  may 
be  best  to  carry  it  down  the  North  River,  as  far  as  Colonel 
Hojfman's,  anti  there  taken  into  carts  or  wagons,  and  carried 
in  the  best  and  most  direct  way  by  land. 

We  have  at  Middktoum,  in  this  Colony,  a  lead  mine, 
about  seven  or  eight  tons  of  ore  raised,  and  preparations 
making  to  smelt  it.  It  is  expected  saltpetre  will  soon  bo 
made  in  plenty,  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  finding  sulphur. 
These  internal  resources  for  ammunition  will  prevent  the 
operation  of  the  mischievous  measures  by  cutting  us  off 
from  all  foreign  supplies.  Eight  wagon  loads  of  powder 
went  into  camp  bcl'ore  Boston  yesterday.  Five  deserters 
have  come  in  lately.  Our  forces  have  the  advantage  in  all 
little  skirmishes.  They  have  about  one  hundred  prisoners. 
Friday  last  his  Excellency  v\Tote  lo  General  Gage,  de- 
siring him  to  free  our  prisoners  from  the  common  jail,  in 
which  both  officers  and  soldiers  are  confined;  informing 
him  that  unless  he  liberated  them  from  that  confinement, 
his  officers  and  soldiers  should  be  treated  in  the  same  man- 
ner. I  have  not  heard  the  answer.  People  continue  to 
come  out  slowly  from  Boston,  who  agree  not  more  than 
sis  thousand  men  fit  for  duty  in  the  enemy's  fortress  and 
camp. 

August,  -ilst. — Since  writing  the  above  I  am  favoured 
with  your  letter  of  the  fourteenth,  with  yours  to  my  son. 
1  hope  with  you  concerning  the  tents  for  Colonel  Uinman's 
Regiment,  although  1  am  not  without  fears  of  unnecessary 
delays.  I  doubt  not  it  will  recover  many  of  the  sick  to 
find  they  are  going  in  action.     I  perceive  a  complaint  of 


bad  water ;  hope  ihey  will  go  where  they  will  find  better. 
Am  obliged  for  your  congratulations  on  my  son's  ajipoinv- 
ment.  'Tis  truly  agreeable  to  find  il  approved  of.  He  set 
out  (oT  yeiv-i'ork  on  T/ntrsda y  seven-nh^hl,  and  this  day 
received  a  letter  horn  him,  informing  that  he  is  going  to 
Fliiladelpliia  for  the  money.  He  has  orders  for  one  hun- 
dred thousand  Dollars,  and  mentions  vour  right  to  draw  for 
two  hundred  thousand  more  if  needed.  Shall  send  an 
express  to  meet  him  at  Aew-  York.  1  have  sent  to  Colonel 
Mott  to  make  all  possible  haste  up.  1  am  surprised  at  tlie 
mention  of  Congress  preventing  your  going  forward  at  so 
promising  an  opportunity.  Our  enemies  are  the  Ministerial 
Troops  in  (.'anoila,  while  the  Canadians  are  our  friends, 
ami  will  join  us  at  a  time  when  they  are  able  and  not  forced 
t')  the  contrary  by  our  enemies.  The  Indians  will  join  the 
Canadians,  and  il  will  save  both  blood  and  treasure  to  make 
our  apjiroacli  while  our  enemies  are  few  and  every  thing 
looks  promising.  There  are  al  least  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  who  may  possibly  be  spared,  who  are  yet  in  this  Colo- 
ny, to  assist  in  the  enterprise.  Since  receiving  yours,  have 
given  the  intelligence  to  General  Washington,  and  shall 
expect  his  answer  soon.  Surely  il  is  not  the  intention  of 
the  Continental  Congress  to  prevent  your  going  forward. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  sincerity.  Sir,  your  obedient 
and  humble  servant,  Jon.vthan  Tuumblll. 

The  Honourable  General  Schuyler. 


RKHOBOTH    (.MASSACHlSfnTs)   TO WX-.MI-;KT1NG. 

At  a  Town-Meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tot\n  of 
Rehohoth,  on  the  10th  day  of  July,  177.5:  Said  Town 
hearing  divers  reports  about  the  unfriendly  conduct  of  sun- 
dry of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Sivanzey,  the  Town 
o\'  Rthobuth  ordered  the  Committee  of  Inspection  to  go  to 
Swanziy,  and  join  their  Committee,  and  inquire  into  the 
aforesaid  reports  ;  who  accordingly  went  lo  Swanzcy,  and 
a  number  of  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  Rehohoth,  and 
also  a  number  of  the  respectable  inhabitants  from  sundry 
of  the  Towns  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode-Island  and  Sivan- 
zey,  met  and  attended  with  them.  And  the  Committees 
of  Rehohoth  and  Stcanzcy  joined,  and  caused  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  ^S'j(Y»(rfi/ to  be  convened  before  them, 
whose  conduct  was  inquired  of  by  witness  ;  and  a  number 
of  said  inhabitants  that  were  called  appeared  lo  be  inno- 
cent, and  a  number  more  owned  ihey  had  violated  against 
the  rules  of  the  Congresses  and  promised  reformation, 
whose  names  we  spare.  Bui  what  gives  us  pain  is,  that 
we  ourselves  cannot  follow  the  rules  of  the  Congresses 
without  publishing  the  names  of  Jerathmccl  Bowers,  Esq., 
Charles  Slead,  and  Gideon  Sherman,  to  be  persons  that 
have  acted  contrary  to  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  Con- 
gresses, though  not  in  matter  of  trade,  and  make  no  relrac- 
tion  thereof. 

By  order  of  the  Committee: 

JosKi-H  Ali.yn,  Chairman. 


JERATHMEF.L    BOWERS  Ttl    TUV.   PUBLTCK. 

Swanzev,  August  8,  177o. 

A  piece  having  appeared  in  the  Providence  Gazelle, 
and  yesterday  in  the  Boston  Gazette,  under  the  signature 
of  Joseph  Allyn,  2d,  publishing  "  the  names  of  Jeruthmccl 
Bowers,  Charles  Slead,  and  Gideon  Sherman,  as  persons 
that  have  acted  contrary  to  the  rules  and  directions  of  tiie 
Congress,  though  not  in  matters  of  trade,  and  made  no  re- 
traction tliereof :" 

I  now  demand  of  the  Committee,  who  it  is  said  have 
ordered  the  above-mentioned  publication,  (or  of  the  said  ./o- 
seph  Allyn,  Chairman,  if  he  did  it  without  order,)  lo  shew 
forth,  in  any  one  instance,  wherein  I  have  counteracted  tlie 
directions  of  the  Congress. 

To  accuse  a  man  of  being  guilty  of  crimes,  and  not  at 
the  same  time  to  show  what  those  crimes  are,  is  contrary 
lo  every  principle  of  justice  and  the  express  word  of  God; 
for  who  can  defend  himself  against  slander  when  he  knows 
not  the  particulars  of  his  accusation.  If  that  Committee, 
or  Chairman,  or  any  other  person,  friend  or  foe,  will  under- 
take lo  inform  the  publick  in  what  instance  I  have  counter- 
acted the  Congress,  I  shall  then  know  my  accusation  and 
be  upon  even  ground.  And  as  I  know  my  innocency  in  thai 
behalf,  will  cheerfully  explain  all  my  conduct,  if  it  needs 
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explanation  ;  but  until  tiiat  is  done,  I  shall  consider  all  such 
insinuators,  whether  Committees  or  Chaiinien,  to  be  under 
an  evil  influence,  and  treat  them  and  their  publications  with 
the  contempt  they  deserve. 

Jekatii.mkf.l,  Bowers. 


KEHOBOTH  committee  TO  COUNCIL  OF  MASSA('HUSETTS. 
Rchoboth,  August  15,  A.  D.  177J. 
Whereas,  Colonel  Jcrathmecl  Bowers  hath,  in  the  Bos- 
ton Gazette,  disowned  the  charge  we  accused  him  with,  in 
saying  thai  he  had  disobeyed  the  order  of  the  Congress, 
wliich  charge  we  are  able  to  prove  ;  but  having  but  this 
day  seen  the  denial  of  the  charges  we  laid  against  him  in 
the  Providence  Gazette,  and  therefore  have  not  time  to 
collect  our  evidence,  as  we  were  previously  engaged  in 
other  matters  of  weight.  But  we  purpose  to  make  proof 
of  the  charge,  in  full,  within  a  few  days,  and  print  it  in 
the  Boston  Gazette. 

By  order  of  the  Coininittee  : 

Joseph  Allyn,  Sd.,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  Comicil  of  the  Province  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay. 

COMMITTEES  OF    REHOUOTH  AND  SWANZEY. 

Swanzey,  August  18,  1775. 

Whereas,  the  joint  Committees  of  the  Towns  of  Reho- 
both  and  Swanzey  did,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Jh/j/ last,  at 
Swanzey,  carefully  examine  into  the  conduct  of  Colonel 
Jcrathmecl  Bowers,  &c.,  and  caused  the  said  Bowers,  he, 
to  be  advertised  in  the  publick  papers  as  being  unfriendly 
to  his  Country ;  since  wiiich  it  a|)pears  by  a  Cambridge 
paper,  of  August  the  tenth  instant,  that  said  Bowers  has 
called  upon  said  Committees  to  show  why,  or  in  what  par- 
ticulars he  hath  shown  himself  unfriendly,  or  in  any  ways 
inimical  to  his  Country  :  Not  having  the  least  inclination 
to  exaggerate  the  charges  against  Colonel  Bowers,  we  have 
collected  facts,  well  attested,  and  leave  the  impartial  pub- 
lick  to  judge  whether  Colonel  Bowers  lias  acted  as  a  friend 
to  his  Country. 

By  order  of  the  Committees: 

Joseph  Allyn,  Chairman  of  the  Coinmittce. 

Swauz^,  August  Itf,  1775. 

I,  Philip  Slcad,  of  Swanzey,  in  the  County  of  Bristol, 
he,  being  of  lawful  age,  testitieth  and  saitli,  that  6oionel 
Jcrathmecl  Boivcrs  hath  publickly  and  repeatedly  opposed 
our  outstanding  Province  taxes  to  be  paid  \o  Henry  Gard- 
iner, Esq.,  of  Stow,  and  opposed  our  militia  to  be  equipped 
out  of  our  Town  stock.  And  he  has  appeared  against  said 
Town  raising  of  minute-men,  from  lime  to  lime,  till  he, 
with  others,  had  accomplished  their  designs;  anil  he  has 
practised  drinking  of  lea  since  the  restriction  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress.  And  about  the  first  of  June  he  told  me 
that  our  men  were  very  fond  of  oflices,  and  would  go  to 
set  up  Government  soon,  but  that  he  would  have  no  hand 
in  it.  I  asked  him  who  he  ihought  they  would  set  up 
for  Governour.  He  answered  General  li'ard ;  but  he  could 
not  see  what  should  make  them  so  fond  of  offices,  for  it 
was  his  opinion  five  lliousand  of  the  Regulars  would  drive 
our  whole  Army,  and  the  necks  of  our  officers  would  be 
subject  to  the  halter;  but  he  did  not  design  his  neck  should 
be  subject  to  the  halter  by  his  conduct :  and  they  had  been 
making  of  money,  but  he  never  would  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  it,  for  it  was  good  for  nothing.  I  also  heard  said 
Bowers  say,  when  enumerating  the  vast  cliarge  that  would 
accrue  for  the  maintaining  and  support  of  thirteen  thousand 
men  raised  for  the  defence  of  our  Colony,  we  should  not 
be  able  to  pay  the  cost;  and  he  believed  that  his  cousin 
Clark,  who  was  then  present,  that  his  opinion  was  right: 
he  being  asked  what  it  was,  he  said  we  should  not  be  able 
to  pay  such  an  army,  and  that  ihey  would  make  use  of  the 
sword  put  into  their  hands  against  us  for  their  pay.  1 
don't  remember  I  ever  knew  the  said  Bowers  did  any  thing 
to  encourage  the  regulation  of  our  militia  in  said  Town, 
since  the  unhappy  dispute  with  our  Parent  Country ;  but 
his  conduct  ever  since  has  intimidated  our  inhabitants  in 
general.  1  also  heard  said  Bowers  say,  it  will  never  do 
for  us  to  fight  against  old  England.  Moreover,  at  a  Town- 
meeting  on  Monday  following  the  battle  at  Bunker's  Hill, 
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in  order  to  raise  a  number  of  minute-men  to  be  ready  for 
the  defence  of  our  Country  on  the  shortest  notice,  which  was 
voted,  notwithstanding  the  violent  opposition  said  Boivers 
made  ;  but  he  and  his  adherents  were  uneasy  at  the  great 
charge  that  would  accrue  for  their  pay;  and  said  Bowers 
declared  none  of  his  estate  should  go  to  pay  them,  for  the 
meeting  was  illegal,  for  every  man  should  vote  according 
to  his  interest,  ami  be  tried  by  the  rate-street ;  whereupon, 
by  his  inrtuence,  the  said  minute-men  were  dismissed.  Then 
a  motion  being  made,  if  there  was  no  need  of  men  nor 
money  for  our  defence,  there  was  no  need  of  a  Commit- 
tee ;  and  it  was  moved  and  seconded  by  Colonel  Bowers 
that  the  Committee  be  dismissed,  and  they  were  accord- 
ingly. After  Col.  Bowers  withdrew  from  the  meeting,  the 
Town,  thinking  it  dangerous,  chose  another  Committee. 
And  1  have  often  heard  said  Bowers  say  it  was  a  devilish 
affair  the  putting  down  the  Courts,  for  it  would  be  hard  to 
get  them  set  up  again.  Philip  Slead. 

Bristol,  ss.,  Wakken,  August  \^,  1775; 

Philip  Slead,  the  within-named,  personally  appeared,  and 

being  cautioned  to  testily  the  truth,  made  solenni  oath  to  the 

truth  of  the  within  and  above  deposition  by  him  subscribed. 

Before  me:  John  Kinnicut,  Justice  Peace. 

Swanzoy,  August  18,  1775. 
I,  David  Peirce,  of  Suninzcy,  in  the  County  of  Bristol, 
fee,  being  of  lawful  age,  testifieth  and  saitli,  that  1  heard 
Colonel  Jcrathmecl  Bowers  publickly  oppose  the  militia  of 
said  Town  to  be  equipped  out  of  the  Town  stock,  and  that 
he  has  opposed  the  raising  of  minute-men  in  said  Town. 
And  I  also  heard  him  say,  when  enumerating  the  vast 
charge  that  would  accrue  for  tiie  support  and  maintenance 
of  thirteen  thousand  men,  raised  for  the  defence  of  our 
Colony,  we  should  not  be  able  to  pay  the  cost ;  and  he 
believed  that  his  cousin  Clark,  who  was  present,  that  his 
opinion  was  right:  he  being  asked  what  it  was,  he  said 
that  we  should  not  be  able  to  jjay  such  an  army,  and  that 
they  would  make  use  of  the  swords  put  into  their  hands 
against  us  for  tlieir  pay.  And  some  time  last  May  I  was 
on  the  road  with  said  Bowers,  and  I  told  him  tlie  trouble 
and  disappointments  I  had  met  with  in  settling  and  regu- 
lating the  militia  of  our  Town  ;  that  Captain  Luther  Thur- 
her  had  promised  me,  that  if  I  could  get  the  soldiers  to  sign 
and  to  choose  him,  he  would  serve  as  Captain  ;  and  he  has 
now  told  me  he  is  disinclined  to  serve.  Bowers  answered 
and  said  Thurhcr  was  not  a  man  fit  for  Captain.  1  said  to 
him,  what  shall  we  do,  the  greater  part  of  the  company  had 
chose  him  for  their  leader,  and  as  we  border  on  a  naviga- 
ble river,  and  in  danger  of  the  enemy  making  depredations 
on  us,  and  if  they  should,  in  that  case  we  should  be  like  a 
flock  of  sheep  without  a  shepherd  ?  He  said  it  w  as  no 
matter,  when  that  lime  comes  you  and  I  will  choose  our 
officers  and  settle  the  company.  And  I  have  heard  said 
Bowers  blame  some  of  the  Committee  of  said  Town  for 
examining  a  person  whose  conduct  had  been  inimical  to 
the  Constitution  and  interest  of  our  Country  ;  and  Captain 
Robert  Gibbs  told  me  that  said  Bou'crs  advised  him  to  lie 
still,  and  not  to  act  in  our  difficult  affairs.  Furthermore,  I 
don't  remember  I  ever  knew  the  said  Bowers  did  any  thing 
to  encourage  the  regulating  the  militia  in  said  Town  since 
the  unhappy  dispute  with  our  Parent  Country;  and  it  is 
my  candid  opinion  that  his  conduct  has  intimidated  many 
of  our  inhabitants.  David  Peirce. 

Bristol,  ss.,  Warren,  August  18,  1775: 

David  Peirce,  the  above-named,  personally  appeared, 
and  being  cautioned  to  testify  to  the  truth,  made  solemn 
oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposition. 

Before  me:  John  Kinnicut,  Justice  Peace. 

Sivanz-y,  August  13,  1775. 

We,  the  deponents,  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  say, 
that  at  a  Town  meeting  called  in  order  to  raise  a  Company 
of  Minute-Men,  to  be  ready  to  march  on  any  emergency, 
soon  after  the  battle  at  Bunker  s  Hill,  Jerathmeel  Bowers, 
Esq.,  appeared  very  fierce  against  raising  said  Company, 
and  said  there  were  no  men  wanted,  for  there  were  more 
men  there  than  they  knew  what  to  do  with,  and  that  it 
was  not  expected  that  Swanzey  should  raise  any ;  and  after 


163 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  S^c,  AUGUST,  1775. 


164 


a  long  debate  wiih  liim  it  was  voted  to  raise  said  Com- 
])ai\)\  Afterwards  said  Bowers  made  a  speecli  to  the  peo- 
ple against  tlieir  proceedings,  telling  tliein  how  costly  it 
would-be,  and  bow  bard  it  would  be  on  the  Town  to  pay 
the  cost ;  ibat  the  learning,'  the  exercise  would  do  tbein  no 
I'ood,  and  also  tbat  it  hurt  our  cause,  and  earnestly  moved 
to  the  Moderator  to  call  a  vote  to  dismiss  said  Committee  ; 
and  after  a  dispute  the  vote  was  called,  and  tbe  Committee 
was  dismissed  by  one  or  two  majority.  Then  a  motion 
bein^'  made  and  seconded,  to  settle  the  military  in  said 
Town,  and  for  more  cash  to  be  paid  for  learning  the  exer- 
cise, said  Boivers  appeared  very  much  against  doing  any 
tliini,r  about  it,  saying  tbat  they  had  belter  be  easy;  that 
money  was  tbe  sinews  of  war,  and  if  they  voted  for  money 
to  be  paid,  so  it  should  be  by  the  rate-street,  for  his  estate 
should  not  pay  one  penny  of  the  cost.  Then  a  motion  was 
made,  if  there  was  no  need  of  men  nor  money  for  our  de- 
fence, there  was  no  need  of  a  Committee  ;  and  it  was 
moved  and  seconded  by  said  Bowers,  that  the  Coiiimitiee 
be  dismissed  ;  they  were  accordingly. 

The  above  is  according  to  our  best  remembrances. 

Zki'haniah  Coi.f., 

Ul'HAM  Ll'THEK. 

Bristol,  ss.,  Wahrkn,  August  18,  1775: 

Zcphaniah  Cole  and  Upham  Luther,  the  witbin-nanied 
persons,  personally  appeared,  and  being  duly  cautioned  to 
testify  tbe  truth,  matle  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
within  deposition  subscribed  by  them. 

Before  me:  JmiN  Kissicvr,  Justice  Peace. 

.'^waiizey,  August  18,  1775. 

I,  Jeremiah  Brown,  of  Swanzey,  in  the  County  of  Bris- 
tol, &c.,  being  of  lawful  age,  testifieth  and  saitli,  that  I 
heard  Colonel  Jeralhmeel  Boivers  publickly  oppose  the 
Minute-men  to  be  raised,  and  also  oppose  the  Militia  of 
said  Town  to  be  equipped  out  of  the  Town  stock;  and  at 
a  Town-meeting,  on  Momlay  following  the  battle  of  Bun- 
kcr's  Hill,  in  order  to  raise  a  number  of  Minute-men  to 
be  ready  for  the  defence  of  our  Country  on  the  shortest 
notice,  which  was  voted,  notwithstanding  the  violent  oppo- 
sition said  Bovvers  made.  But  he  and  his  adherents  were 
uneasy  at  the  great  charge  that  would  accrue  for  their  pay, 
and  said  Boivers  declared  none  of  bis  estate  should  go  to 
pay  them,  for  the  meeting  was  illegal,  for  every  man  should 
vote  according  to  his  interest,  or  be  tried  by  the  rate-street ; 
whereupon,  by  his  influence,  the  said  Minute-men  were 
dismissed.  And  then  a  motion  being  made,  if  there  was 
no  need  of  men  nor  money  for  our  defence,  there  was  no 
need  of  a  Committee,  and  it  was  moved  and  seconded  by 
said  Bowers,  that  tbe  Committee  be  dismissed,  which  was 
accordingly  done.  And  I  have  beard  the  said  Bou>crs 
oppose  several  times  publickly  the  paying  in  our  standing 
Province  taxes  to  Henry  Gardiner,  Esq.,  of  Stow. 

Jeremiah  Brown. 

Bristol,  ss.,  Warren,  August  18,  1775: 

Jeremiah  Brown,  the  within-named,  personally  appear- 
ed, and  being  duly  cautioned  to  testify  the  truth,  made 
solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  within  deposition  by  him 
subscribed. 

Before  nie  :  John  Kinnicut,  Justice  Peace. 

Swanzey,  August  18,  177,';. 
I,  Daniel  Brown,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  say, 
tbat  JerathmccI  Bowers*  sued  mc  on  two  notes  of  band, 
at  Taunton,  last  Septcmher  Court,  and  the  Courts  fell,  and 
be  endorsed  bis  notes  to  tbe  Sherlmrns,  at  Boston,  and  sued 
me  to  January  Court  last  at  Boston.  Further  saith,  that 
he,  said  Bowers,  has  always  appeared  against  tbe  Coun- 
try's moneys  being  paid  to  the  Congress  Treasurer,  raising 
men  or  money  to  pay  them  to  fight  for  their  liberty. 

Daniki.  Bkown. 

Bristol,  «.,  Warren,  August  18,  1775: 

Daniel  Brown,  the  above-named,  personally  appeared, 
and   being  duly  cautioned  to  testify  to  tbe   truth,  made 

•Colonel  BoirerK  desires  us  to  request  tlio  puHick  to  suspend  tlioir 
opinion  upon  the  foregoing  depositions,  (they  having  been  taken  ex 
parte,)  as  a  regular  and  proper  inquiry  will  soon  bo  made  bv  authority 
into  his  conduct,  touching  what  is  contained  in  the  depositions;  when 
sll  parties  will  have  a  fair  and  candid  hearing,  and  the  publick  will  be 
informed  of  the  result  of  such  inquiry. — llonton  Gazette. 


solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposition  by  him 
subscribed. 

Before  me:  John  Kinnkit,  Justice  Peace. 


n"RTHi:U  REPORT 


;  COMMITTEES 
SWANZEY. 


REHOBOTH 


The  Sub-Committee  of  the  joint  Committees  of  Reho- 
hoth  and  Swanzey,  being  conscious  to  ourselves  that  we, 
with  the  utmost  decency  and  moderation,  have  acted  on 
the  rules  of  the  Congress  in  the  case  o(  Jerathmeel  Bow- 
ers, Esquire,  of  Swanzey,  being  willing,  at  our  first  publi- 
cation, to  publish  his  name  only,  as  an  offender  against 
the  rules  of  the  Congress,  without  publishing  his  crimes, 
which  appeared  to  us  of  a  very  dangerous  nature,  humbly 
hoping  that  the  great  end  of  discipline  would  be  answered 
thereby,  wiiich  is  to  take  away  the  sin  and  save  the  sinner: 
We  have  procured  some  further  depositions  to  be  published 
herewith,  so  that  the  impartial  publick  may  be  able  to  judge 
for  themselves  in  a  case  of  this  importance  to  the  bleeding 
cause  o{  America,  the  said  Bowers  being  by  far  the  most 
popular  man  in  the  Town  where  be  lives,  and  over  which 
he  apparently  presides,  as  aj)pears  by  the  tenour  of  the 

depositions.  ,         ,,.  ,  tj 

'  John  Wheeler,    Israel  Barney, 

John  Mason,         Pelatiah  Mason, 

A  quorum  of  the  said  Town's   Sub- Committee  chosen 

for  (his  purjwsc. 

.Swanzey.  Auguel  18,  177.^. 

1,  Patience  Law,  of  Swanzey,  in  the  County  of  Bris- 
tol, &,c.,  being  of  lawful  age,  testifieth  and  saith,  that  on 
Wednesday  following  tbe  battle  at  Bunker's  Hill,  Colonel 
Jerathmei'l  Boivers  asked  Mary  Slead  if  her  husband 
was  gone  to  tbe  Congress ;  she  answered  him  yes.  He 
asked  her  if  Philip  Slead  had  heard  any  news  that  made 
him  go;  he  said  it  is  best  for  the  Town  to  lay  still,  for 
there  was  an  army  there,  and  let  them  fight  it  out.  And 
1  have  known  him  to  use  tea  since  the  restrictions  of  the 
Continental  Congress.  Patience  Law. 

Bristol,  ss.,  Swanzey,  Aug.  18,  1775: 

Patience  Law,  above-named,  appeared,  and  being  cau- 
tioned to  testify  the  truth,  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above  deposition  bv  her  subscribed.     Before  me: 

Edw.  Lt  ther,  Toun-ClerJc  of  Swanzey. 

Swanzey,  August  18,  1775. 

We,  the  deponents,  of  Swanzey,  in  the  County  of  Bris- 
tol, &c.,  being  of  lawful  age,  testifieth  and  saitli,  that  on 
Wednesday  following  the  battle  at  Bunker's  Hill,  Colonel 
Jerathmeel  Bowers  asked  Mary  Slead,  one  of  tlie  depo- 
nents, if  her  husband  was  gone  to  the  Congress;  who  said 
yes ;  he  said  he  had  no  need  to  have  gone  there,  for  it  is 
best  for  us  to  lie  as  still  here  as  we  can.  She  asked  him 
for  what  reason ;  be  said  there  was  an  army  there,  and  let 
them  fight  it  out.  And  we  have  known  liim  to  use  tea 
since  the  restrictions  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
Marv  Slead, 
Martha  Chase. 

Bristol,  ss.,  Swanzey,  Aug.  18,  1775: 

Mary  Slead  and  Martha  Chase,  above-named,  person- 
ally appeared,  and  being  cautioned  to  testify  tbe  truth,  made 
solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposition  by  them 
subscribed.     Before  mc: 

Edw.  LiTHER,  Town-Clerk  of  Swanzey. 

Swanzey,  September  4,  1775. 

1,  Samuel  Law,  of  Swanzey.  in  the  County  of  Bristol, 
being  of  lawful  age,  testifieth  and  saith,  that  being  in  Free- 
town about  the  latter  part  of  last  March,  when  I  saw 
several  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  Freetown  receiving  tbe 
King's  Arms  out  of  Colonel  Thomas  Gilbert's  house,  said 
Gilbert  said  to  me,  that  Colonel  Bowers  and  about  ten 
more  had  occasioned  all  this  dilliculty,  and  iC  Bowers  had 
behaved  himself  always  as  be  bad  for  three  months  back, 
it  would  have  been  better  for  him,  the  said  Bowers,  and 
your  Town  too.  I  asked  him  for  what  reason;  he  answer- 
ed me  and  saifi,  because  he  was  your  Representative,  and 
your  Town  must  answer  for  his  conduct. 

Samuel  Law. 
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liftisTOL,  ss.,  Wakren,  Sept.  5,  1775:  lo  the  rules  of  the  Congress  to  do  it ;  and  likewise  said  it 

The  above-named   Samuel  Laiv  appeared  before  me,     ^^'^s  contrary  to  the  plan,  and  very  much  opposed  it;  and 

and  bein^'  cautioned  to  depose  the  whole  truth,  made  oath     said  there  was  men  enough  at  our  camps  at  Roxhury;  and 

to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposition.  said  it  was  needless  for  us  to  raise  any,  for  many  that  were 

Before  me:  John  Kinnrut,  Just.  Peace.         there  would  be  sent  back  again,  for  they  was  not  wanted. 

Simeon  Mason. 


I,  the  deponent,  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  say,  that 
at  a  Town-meeting  called  in  Swanzey,  in  order  lo  raise 
a  Company  of  Minute-men,  to  be  ready  on  the  shortest 
notice  to  march  in  defence  of  our  Country,  soon  after  the 
battle  at  Bunker's  Hill,  Col.  Jerathmecl  Bowers  appeared 
to  be  very  fierce  against  raising  said  Company,  and  said 
tliere  was  no  man  wanted,  for  there  were  more  men  there 
than  they  knew  what  to  do  with,  and  that  it  was  not  ex- 
[)ected  that  Swanzey  should  send  any;  and  after  debate 
with  him,  it  was  voted  to  raise  said  Company;  and  it  was 
pro|)osed  to  allow  each  man  three  Shillings  a  day,  if  they 
went  out  of  the  Town  on  alarm,  which  thing  Col.  Bowers 
fiercely  opposed,  signifying  that  if  they  had  three  Shillings 
a  day,  and  went  out  of  the  Town,  they  would  not  care 
when  they  returned  ;  and  we  could  not  get  a  vote  in  tlie 
Town  to  allow  them  any  thing. 

Bknjam!."*  Martin. 

Bristol,  ss.,  Warren,  Sept.  5,  1775 : 

The  above-named  Benjamin  Martin  appeared  before 
me,  and  being  cautioned  to  depose  the  whole  truth,  made 
oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposition. 

Before  me :  John  Kinmcut,  Just.  Peace. 


Swanzoy,  September  5,  1775. 

We,  Benjamin  Cole,  2d,  and  James  Mason,  of  Swanzey, 
of  lawful  age,  testily  and  say,  that  we  were  at  a  Town- 
meeting  in  Swanzey,  on  Monday  following  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill,  where  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded 
to  raise  a  Minute  Company,  to  be  ready  on  the  shortest 
notice,  for  the  defence  of  our  Country,  which  was  opposed 
by  Colonel  Jerathmeel  Bowers;  notwithstanding  it  was 
voted.  After  which  the  said  Bowers  said  much  about  no 
men  being  wanted,  and  that  many  would  be  sent  back  that 
were  gone ;  and  then  it  was  moved  to  reconsider  tiie  said 
vote,  and  it  was  done;  after  which  it  was  moved  to  enlist 
as  many  of  the  Militia  of  the  Town  of  Swanzey,  in  order 
to  be  ready  on  the  shortest  notice,  for  the  defence  of  the 
Country,  and  to  allow  them  eighteen  Pence  a-piece  for 
every  half  day  that  they  should  exercise  by  order  of  the 
Selectmen  of  the  Town  ;  and  the  above-said  Bowers  op- 
[Xjsed  it,  saying  he  would  protest  against  the  meeting,  lor 
it  was  illegal,  and  that  every  man  should  be  taxed  by  the 
rate-street,  for  his  estate  should  not  pay  any  of  the  cost, 
and  called  upon  the  people  to  take  notice  that  he  was 
against  it,  and  would  always  be  against  it.  And  it  was 
said  by  some,  if  we  did  not  want  men  nor  money,  we  did 
not  want  a  Committee ;  and  it  was  moved  and  seconded  to 
have  the  Committee  dismissed,  and  it  was  done  accord- 
ingly. Benjamin  Cole,  -^d, 
James  Mason. 

Bkistol,  ss.,  Warren,  Sept.  5,  1775: 

The  aliove-named  Benjamin  Cole  and  James  Mason 
appeared  lielbre  me,  and  being  duly  cautioned  to  speak 
the  wliole  truth,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  depo- 
sition. 

Before  me:  John  Kinnicut,  Just.  Peace. 

Swunzey,  September  5,  1775. 

1,  Simeon  Mason,  of  Swanzey,  in  the  County  o( Bristol, 
being  of  lawful  age,  testiSeth  and  saith,  that  being  at  a 
Town-meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Sivanzey, 
some  time  last  fall,  for  the  raising  of  a  supply  of  a  stock  of 
powder  for  said  Town,  that  Colonel  Jerathmeel  Bowers 
being  there,  opjiosed  the  stock  being  raised  by  them,  and 
prevailed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  said  Town  not  to  raise 
said  stock,  notwithstanding  the  agreements  of  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  Town  to  the  contrary.  Likewise,  I 
being  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  Town  of 
Swanzey,  the  Monday  after  the  fight  at  Bunker's  Hill,  for 
raising  an  Alarm  Company  in  defence  of  our  lives  and 
liberties,  and  our  Country.  Colonel  Jerathmeel  Bowers 
being  there,  very  much  opposed  it,  and  said  it  was  contrary 


Bristol,  ss.,  Wakren,  Sept.  5,  1775: 

The  above-named  Simeon  Mason  appeared,  and  being 
cautioned  to  depose  the  whole  truth,  made  oath  to  the  truth 
of  the  above  deposition. 

Before  me:  John  Kinnicut,  Just.  Peace. 

Swanzoy,  September  5,  1775. 

We,  the  deponents,  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  say, 
that  at  a  Town-meeting  called  in  order  to  raise  a  Company 
of  Minute-Men  to  be  ready  on  the  shortest  notice  to  march 
in  the  defence  of  our  Country,  soon  after  the  battle  at  Bun- 
ker s  Hill,  Colonel  Jerathmeel  Boivers  appeared  to  be  very 
fierce  against  raising  said  Company,  and  said  there  was  no 
men  wanted,  for  there  was  more  men  there  than  they  knew 
what  to  do  with,  and  that  it  was  not  expected  Swanzey 
should  send  any;  and  altera  debate  with  him,  it  was  voted 
to  raise  said  Company;  and  it  was  proposed  to  allow  said 
Company,  by  said  Town,  a  proper  allowance  for  those 
learning  the  military  exercise,  two  half  days  in  a  week ; 
then  said  Bowers  made  a  speech  against  the  proceedinsfs, 
telling  them  how  costly  it  would  be,  and  how-  hard  it  would 
be  for  the  Town  to  pay  the  cost ;  and  that  the  learning  of 
the  exercise  would  do  them  no  good  ;  and  also,  that  it 
would  hurt  our  cause,  and  earnestly  moved  to  the  Mode- 
rator to  call  a  vote  to  dismiss  said  Conjpany;  and  after  a 
dispute,  he  prevailed  to  have  a  vote  called,  and  the  Com- 
pany was  dismissed  by  a  majority  of  one  or  two;  and  said 
Bowers  seemed  to  be  well  pleased ;  and  after  which, 
amongst  other  things,  a  motion  was  made,  that  if  there  was 
no  need  of  men  nor  of  money  for  our  defence,  that  there 
was  no  need  of  a  Conmiittee,  and  seconded  by  Colonel 
Bowers,  that  the  Committee  be  dismissed,  and  they  were 
dismissed  accordingly.  Afterwards,  when  Colonel  Bowers 
withdrew  from  the  meeting,  the  Town  thinking  it  danger- 
ous to  be  without  a  Committee,  chose  a  new  Committee. 
We  now  say  that  we  think  said  Bowers  has  acted  an 
unfriendly  part  to  his  Country,  in  intimidating  his  towns- 
men for  about  a  year  last  past,  so  that  they  have  done  liitle 
or  nothing  for  the  good  of  the  common  cause. 
John  Mason, 
Israel  Barney, 
Daniel  Morton,  Jun. 

Bristol,  ss.,  V\'arren,  Sept.  5,  1775: 

The  above-named  John  Mason,  Israel  Barney,  and  Dan^ 
iel  Morton,  being  cautioned  to  depose  the  whole  trutli, 
made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposition. 

Before  me  :  John  Kinnicit,  Just.  Peace. 


alstead  (new-hampshike)  committee. 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  Town  of 
Alstead  being  applied  to,  by  complaint,  sundry  times  and 
from  sundry  persons,  against  Simon  Baxter,  of  said  Alstead, 
he  being  inimical  to  his  Country  in  a  most  dangerous  man- 
ner, accordingly  appointed  Friday,  18tli  of  August,  inst., 
for  a  time  to  examine  into  the  matter:  and  after  having 
served  a  citation  upon  said  Baxter  to  attend  and  answer 
to  any  allegation  that  might  be  laid  against  him  on  that 
account,  accordingly  met  with  the  Town  in  general,  and  a 
number  of  persons  from  adjacent  Towns,  and  went  into  a 
full  hearing  of  said  matter.  And  after  hearing  the  evidence 
against  said  Baxter,  with  his  own  declaration,  which  was 
that  he  would  victual  Gage's  Army  had  he  an  opportunity, 
with  sundry  other  open  and  dangerous  declarations  against 
the  peace  and  good  of  the  Country,  under  the  present 
unhappy  situation,  therefore  determined,  with  the  advice 
of  all  present,  that  the  said  Simon  Baxter's  conduct  has 
been,  and  still  his  avowed  principles  by  his  open  and  dan- 
gerous declaration  before  this  body,  is  highly  inimical,  he: 
and  adjudge  that  the  said  Baxter  be  confined  to  his  farm 
in  Alstead,  and  that  he  give  up  his  arms,  and  that  all  per- 
sons be  cautioned  to  withhold  commerce  and  deahngs  with 
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liim,  the  said  Baiter,  iiiuil  the  advice  of  three  adjacent 

Towns,  hy  tlicir   (.'oiiiii)illces,  bo  known,  whicii  shall   be 
immediately  called  in. 

Nathaniel  Phentice,  ')  (;'y,„„,;-^^^,p  ^r 

Olivek  Shepard,           >  ,          .    •' 

„           „                 '            C  Inspection. 

Simon  lii'.ooKs,                 )  ^ 

Alstead,  August  18,  1775. 
N.  B.  Notwithstanding;  the  aforegoing  determination,  the 
said  Simon  Baxter  is  deserted  and  gone  off  from  the  Town 
of  Alstead ;  and  it  is  suspected  tliat  he,  the  said  Simon 
Baiter,  is  gone  off  with  conleai|it,  and  upon  some  bad  de- 
sign against  his  Country,  therefore  all  persons,  friends  to 
the  Country,  are  desired  to  take  notice  and  beware  of  the 
said  ofiender,  that  ho  may  be  brought  to  a  sense  of  his 
duty. 

NaTIIAMEI,    PUEXTICE,  )   f,  .,  r 

l\  L^  (  '-  oiiututtcc  of 

,.  ,,  '  (      Inxix.ctwn. 

biMON  Ukouks  ^  ' 


INTCRCEPTHD  LETTERS. 

Extra''ts  of  several  Lelteis  brought  by  Captain  Rolibins, 
in  llie  Scliooner  Two  Sisters,  lately  seized  by  an  armed 
vessel  in  the  service  of  the  United  ('olonies. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Congress: 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

Ettract  of  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  Cork  to  an  OJJi- 
cer  in  Roston,  dated  AtiutrsT  19,  1775. 

My  imagination  cannot  point  out  the  extreme  uneasi- 
ness of  your  friends  and  relations  here,  at  the  very  disa- 
greeable situation  you  are  in.  Your  letter  of  the  7th  of 
Jail/  last  has  been  some  consolation,  as  by  it  find  you  and 
family  were  well.  God  protect  you  is  all  I  can  say,  and 
to  assure  you  of  our  hearty  wishes  that  a  speedy  and  hajipy 
reconciliation  may  take  place.  I  promise  )ou  we  are  not 
a  little  alarmed  here  ;  for  when  all  our  Troops  are  gone,  the 
rabble  here,  'lis  dreaded,  will  take  advantage,  and  commit 
disorders  of  every  kind.  I  see,  from  the  War-Odice, 
thirty-one  Battalions  are  to  go  to  you  in  the  spring,  each 
to  consist  of  twelve  companies  of  sixty  jji-ivates,  making 
twenty-two  thousand  men.     Shocking  work  it  is! 

As  to  your  private  affiiirs,  these  bad  times,  I  will  venture 
to  give  you  my  opinion:  First,  take  great  care  to  what 
officers  you  give  your  money,  as  these  gentlemen's  bills 
oftener  prove  bad  than  otherwise:  and  as  they  arc  more 
liable  to  death  than  others  at  this  time,  you  could  never 
recover  should  any  of  their  bills  go  back  protested.  In  the 
next  jilace,  as  you  must  be  in  a  money-making  way,  and 
as  affairs  are  in,  at  best,  a  very  precarious  situation,  you 
should  make  lodgments  of  what  you  can  spare,  and  as  fast 
as  you  can  in  Loudon.  This  is  what  1  would  do  was  I  in 
your  situation. 

A  list  of  the  Battidions:  enclosed  in  the  above  Letter. 

Thirty-one  Battalions  to  compose  the  American  Army 
in  the  spring  of  177(1,  each  to  consist  of  twelve  Companies 
of  sixty  rank  and  fde,  making  twenty-two  thousand  three 
hundred  and  twenty  men,  viz:  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Se- 
venth, Eighth,  Tenth,  Fourteenth,  Fificenth,  Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth,  Twenty-Second,  Twenty-Third,  Twenty- 
Sixth,  Twenty-Seventh,  Twenty-Eighth,  Thirty-Fifth, 
Thirty-Seventh,  Thirty-Eighth,  Fortieth,  Forty-Second, 
Forty-Third,  Forty-Fourth,  Forty-Fifili,  Forty-Sixth, 
Forty-Seventh,  Forty-Nindi,  Fifty-Second,  Fifi'v-Fdih, 
Sixty-Third,  Sixty-Fourth,  Sixty-Fifth.  The  Eighteenth 
and    Fifty-Ninth  are  to  return  home. 

Six  Battalions  o(  Hanoverians,  three  to  Gibraltar,  and 
three  to  Minorca;  three  R(?iiinienis  to  return  home  from 
Gibraltar,  and  two  from  Minorca. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  to  an  Officer  at  Boston,  dated  Youo 
IIALL,  AucusT  ■-20,  1775. 
I  take  the  opportunity  of  a  sloop  going  to  Boston  to 
ask  you  how  you  go  on.  If  I  had  known  in  time  of  her 
going  I  would  have  sent  you  something  acceplalile,  as  I 
suppose  your  present  situation  requires  many  tilings  to  niake 
it  tolerable.  I  was  very  happy  to  find  you  were  not  of  the 
deiachmcntto  Bunker's  Hill:  never  was  such  a  slaughter; 
I  shudder  at  the  recollection  !  so  many  of  our  friends,  but 
the  other  day  parted,  so  buichered  !    We  are  preparing  to 


send  you  more  help;  five  Regiments  to  embark  the  begin- 
ning of  September.  I  will  send  you  something  or  other  by 
them.  \V'e  wait  with  much  impatience  for  the  meeting 
of  the  English  Parliament.  I  cannot  write  to  you  as  fully 
as  I  would  wish,  as  I  imagine  this  will  undergo  inspection. 
If  you  can  find  time,  if  you  will  write  me  one  line  now 
and  then,  be  assured  you  will  give  very  great  pleasure  to 
a  person  wdio  sincerely  regards  you.  According  as  1  hear 
in  your  next,  if  you  think  I  may  venture  politicks,  I  will 
give  them  to  you  ver}'  fully. 

Ettract  of  a  Letter  to  an  Officer  at  Boston,  dated  Fort 
Henry,  August  25,  1775. 
Never  was  I  so  much  surprised  as  to  hear  of  the  stand 
the  Americans  ha\c  made  against  His  Majesty's  Troops. 
1  must  own  my  opinion  was,  that  if  they  ever  came  to  an 
action,  it  w^ould  i)e  of  no  longer  a  duration  than  they  could 
take  10  ilieir  heels  and  run  away;  but  by  the  accounts,  how 
much  I  have  been  mistaken  in  them;  and  I  believe  most 
jieople  that  had  served  in  America  were  of  my  opinion.  I 
am  sincerely  sorry  your  Army  is  blocked  up  in  the  man- 
ner we  hear  you  are  ;  the  disagrceahleness  of  such  a  situ- 
ation I  iiave  experienced,  but  hope  it  will  not  be  of  longer 
duration  than  till  the  arrival  of  the  next  re-enforccnient  of 
Troops,  which  are  now  near  Cork.  Our  papers  mention 
an  Army  of  twenty-two  thousand  men,  commanded  by 
General  Sir  Jejj'ery  Ainlierst,  joining  you  in  the  sprin'j,  but 
I  hope  the  command  will  not  be  taken  from  General  Hone, 
for  whom  I  have  a  very  sincere  regard,  and  wish  him  suc- 
cess and  hapjiiness.  Many  noblemen  and  others  have 
offered  to  raise  Regiments  at  their  own  expense  in  this 
Coimtry,  but  none  of  them  I  believe  have  been  accepted 
of  as  yet.  Lord  Bellamont  was  one  of  them,  and  he  lias 
now  advertised  that  the  Lord-Lieutenant  has  given  him 
the  inspection  of  the  recruiting  parties  of  the  Ninth,  Thirty- 
Third,  and  Thirty-Fourth,  whicli  he  shall  regularly  attend 
to;  what  his  scheme  by  this  is  I  cannot  conceive. 

Ectruct  of  a  Letter  to  an  Officer  in  Boston,  dated  Cork, 
September  8,  1775. 
People  are  much  divided  in  iheir  sentiments  about  the 
Americans.  Placemen,  Pensioners,  Tories,  and  Jacobites, 
with  some  stupid,  ignorant,  mercenary  Whigs,  are  violent 
against  them,  but  the  bulk  of  the  people  oi  England  and 
Ireland  are  strongly  in  their  interest.  ^ly  brother  so  far 
retains  the  prejudices  of  his  late  profession  as  to  he  a  great 
enemy  to  them  ;  but  I  own  I  am  of  the  number  of  those 
who  think  they  are  hardly  used,  and  wdsh  they  may  retain 
their  liberties.  I  entirely  coincide  with  General  Lee;  and 
cant  help  thinking  that  the  declaration  of  the  Continental 
Congress  and  their  address  to  the  people  of  England,  must 
convince  every  one  wlio  has  the  least  particle  of  judgment 
or  attention,  of  the  justice  of  their  cause.  It  is  the  gene- 
ral opinion,  (and  General  Burgoyne's  letter  to  General 
Lee  seems  to  countenance  it,)  that  had  the  Ministry  cer- 
tainly foreseen  the  unanimity  and  firmness  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, they  would  hardly  have  ventuied  on  the  steps  they 
have  taken.  How  this  unnatural  combustion  will  cnci, 
the  Lord  only  knows ;  but  one  thing  1  know,  that  I  wish 
you  and  my  other  friends  were  removed  from  a  service  at 
once  so  disgracefid  and  so  dangerous.  Never  did  the  re- 
cruitiuL'  parlies  meet  wiili  such  ill  success  in  every  part  of 
this  Kingdom  as  at  preselit,  so  invincible  is  the  dislike  of 
all  ranks  of  people  to  the  American  service.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Bandon,  Yovghall,  Birr,  and  other  Towns,  iiave 
entered  into  a  resolution  not  to  sullur  any  among  them  to 
enlist  for  the  purpose  of  enslaving  their  American  brethren. 
There  have  been  no  less  than  five  parties  at  once  in 
Charlcrille,  nnd  after  stunning  the  Town,  God  knows  how 
loit^,  with  their  fifes  and  drums,  they  were  able  to  jiick  up 
only  one  recruit,  who  was  under  ?ilr.  Robert's  influence. 
Tllou^h  the  principal  Romanists  in  Coi'k  and  Limerick 
have  formed  associations  and  otlered  bounties  to  such  re- 
cruit; as  shall  list  on  this  occasion,  yet  have  they  very  little 
success;  for  thouL;h  the  heads  of  that  communion  are  in 
the  interest  of  Government,  the  lower  class,  wdio  have  not 
sagacity  enough  to  make  proper  distinctions,  are,  to  a  man, 
attached  to  the  Americans,  and  say  jjlainly  lUe  Irish  ought 
to  follow  their  example.  Even  Lord  Kemnare,  who  on 
this  occasion  took  the  lead,  had  his  recruiting  party  severe- 
ly beat  in  Tralee,  and  their  drum  broke  to  pieces.     Tlie 
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renowned  Captain  in  harlequin,  whose  success  in  this  Town 
last  war  has  encouraged  him  to  renew  his  antick  tricks  here, 
now  finds  himself  witli  all  his  buffoonery  sadly  disappoint- 
ed, and  several  of  those  he  had  trepanned  have  already  de- 
serted. Many  of  the  drauirhts  that  are  come  here  to  fill  up 
the  Regiments  ordered  abroad,  swear  they  will  never  draw 
a  trigger  against  the  Americans,  among  whom  they  have 
all  relations;  and  most  of  the  En3:lish  and  Irish  soldiers 
that  left  this  last  April  and  i)i«y  expressed  so  much  repug- 
nance to  the  service  they  were  ordered  on,  that  1  am  fully 
l)ersuaded,  if  your  Army  was  not  shut  up  in  Boston,  it  mu-it 
sulfer  exceedingly  by  desertion. 

But,  though  1  write  thus  freely,  I  would  have  you  very 
guarded,  for  all  the  letters  from  your  side  are  opened  ;  and 
yet  there  are  many  letters  in  this  Town  which  give  a  most 
tragical  account  of  your  present  situation.  The  carnage 
oil  Bunker's  Hill  is  to  every  humane  breast  shocking  be- 
yond expression. 

E-Ctract  of  a  Letter  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  of  the  Siity- 
Thiril  Regiment  at  liosTON,  datcel  at  Cokk,  Sii!'Ti;M!ii:ii 
10,  1775." 

They  [the  Americans]  will  be  scourged  severely,  and  it 
is  the  opuiion  the  soldiers  will  have  all  the  forfeitures.  1 
wish  you  all  health,  and  that  you  may  finish  as  gloriously 
as  you  have  begun.  The  Sergeants  give  one  guinea  to 
every  man,  besides  the  King's  bounty  ;  these  |)eople  are 
to  be  formed  into  Companies  additional  to  each  Regiment 
to  recruit  it.  We  have  taken  it  into  our  heads  here  that 
the  Admiral  and  his  fleet  have  not  been  as  active  as  they 
should  be,  and  are  told  he  is  sent  for  home.  I  am.  Sir, 
most  affectionately,  yours  ever,  R.  Gordon. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  to  Captain  Gardner,  Aid-dc-canip 
to  General  Burgoyne,  at  Boston,  dated  at  Cork,  Sei'- 

TEMUER     10,    1775. 

1  arrived  here  this  day,  and  never  was  mortal  more 
hurried  than  I  am  at  present,  but  a  Yankee  schooner  jusc 
going  to  leave  this  (ov  Boston  s  great  township,  I  ought 
not  to  let  slip  the  opportunity. 

I  enclose  in  this  a  letter  to  Colonel  Pigot,  which  when 
you  have  read,  sea!  it  and  deliver  it  to  him.  If  you  have 
any  interest  with  him  you  will  employ  it  in  my  favour,  for 
you  must  know  there  is  a  damned  strong  Scotch  [larty  in 
our  Regiment,  which  would  be  glad  to  deprive  me  of  the 
paymastership.  1  should  have  been  a  Major  before  this, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  this  cursed  rebellion,  but  every  thing 
is  for  the  best ;  perhaps  I  may  soon  get  that  rank  without 
purchase,  if  I  escape  the  bla:i)ig  irons  of  the  saints,  for  I 
am  eldest  Captain  in  the  Regiment,  except  Major  Graij. 
General  Burgoyne's  letter  to  him,  [General  Lce,\  is 
deservedly  much  admired,  and  though  short,  I  believe  has 
made  more  converts  to  sound  policy  than  any  oilier  pro- 
duction that  has  appeared  upon  the  subject.  The  King's 
Proclamation  has  greatly  confounded  the  turbulent,  mis- 
called patriots. 

"Strike  off  their  pensions,  by  tlio  setting  sun, 
"All  England,  if  not  Europe,  is  undone. 

Some  of  my  old  acquaintances,  the  Skiragathnfs,  should 
lie  let  slip  upon  the  back  settlements;  1  am  convin- 
ced they  would  not  desire  better  sport,  and  likewise  con- 
vinced that  nothing  would  sooner  bring  those  liberty-mad 
gentry  to  reason.  Your  present  situation  must  be  very 
disagreeable,  to  be  cooped  up  by  such  a  set  of  dirty  raga- 
muffins as  I  know  they  are :  however,  this  may  comfort 
you,  the  fiddle  is  tuning  for  them,  and  early  next  spring 
lliey  will  have  such  a  dance  as  I  ho|)e  will  bring  them  to 
themselves.  Believe  me,  dear  Hurry,  to  be  aflectiunately 
yours,  V.  Gardner. 

P.  S.  The  transports  for  the  Seventeenth,  Twenty- 
Seventh,  and  our  Regiment,  sailed  for  this  the  -iSth  of 
August.  You  may  depend  that  we  shall  have  early  next 
spring  twenty  thousand  Russians. 

Adieu!  laurels  and  life  to  you. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  to  an  Officer  at  Boston,  dated  Cork, 

September  14,  1775. 

There  are  several  young  men  going  out  volunteers,  who 

have  deposited  the  purchase  money  of  commissions,  so  that 

you  will  not  want  opportunities  of  selling  out,  therefore  we 


earnestly  entreat  you  to  come  home.  Were  you  on  ac- 
tual service  against  the  French  or  Spaniards,  our  natural 
enemies,  I  should  be  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  suggest  a 
thought  of  quitting  your  profession:  for  though  much  I 
prize  your  safety,  you  may  depend  that  the  preservation  of 
your  character  holds  the  first  place  with  me. 

Any  thing  you  may  desire  to  have  from  hence  shall  be 
punctually  executed,  provided  the  quantity  does  not  exceed 
t!ie  consumption  of  your  own  family,  fir  as  to  assisting  any 
other  officers  employed  in  this  /duck  liusintss,  I  beg  to  be 
excused  ;  they  may  even  go  dine  with  Duke  Humphry  for 
nie. 

Now  for  publick  matters.  Lord  Kenmarc  gives  a  boun- 
ty of  ten  shillings  and  six  pence  to  all  volunteers  enlisting 
with  Major  Roche.  The  Papists  of  Limerick  and  the 
Papists  of  Cork  have  subscribed  to  give  as  much  more  to 
the  first  five  hundred.  The  Popish  Bishops  have  likewise 
been  applied  to,  to  use  their  mfiuence  with  their  flocks, 
which  thev  are  willing  to  do  provided  the  ofticeis  are 
Papists.     These  are  blessed  times. 


BENJAMIN   FRANKEIN    TO   NEW-YOUK   CONGRESS. 

In  Commiltee  of  Safety,  Pliiladelpliia,  August  19,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  We  have  received  and  considered  your 
application  for  a  supply  of  gunpowder.  We  had  already 
furnished  to  the  Army  and  to  the  neighbouring  Colonies 
all  we  could  safely  spare,  when  an  exjiress  arriving  from 
General  Schuyler,  dated  2d  of  August,  at  Ticondcroga, 
expressing  his  great  want  of  powder,  we  forwarded  to  him 
twenty-two  hundred  weight,  directed  to  the  care  of  the 
Committee  at  Ail-any.  At  the  time  we  sent  it,  we  were 
not  informed  thnt  a  large  quantity  which  arrived  in  New- 
Jersey  fi-oin  South-Carolina,  had  been  forwarded  to  him 
a  short  time  before,  which  it  is  likely  lie  had  not  heard  of 
when  he  v.-rotc,  but  which  would  make  our  last  supply 
unnecessary.  As  probably  that  may  not  be  gone  from 
Albany,  we  leave  it  to  your  consideration  whether  it  may 
not,  on  an  ap|.)lication  to  General  Schuylir,  be  brought 
back  from  thence  for  your  use. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  nio^t  obedient  humlile  servants, 
By  order :  B.  Franklin,  President. 

To  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  Sic,  New-York. 


PtIlLAUELPlIlA    COMMITTEE. 

Committee  Chamber,  August  19,  1775. 

W' herea*,  by  the  eleventh  Article  of  the  Association  of 
the  Congress  it  is  directed  "That  a  Committee  be  chosen 
in  every  County,  City,  and  Town,  by  those  who  are  qtiali- 
fied  to  vote  for  Representatives  in  the  Legislature,  whose 
business  it  shall  be  attentively  to  observe  the  conduct  of  all 
jiersons  touching  this  Association  ;  and  when  it  shall  be 
made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  majority  of  any  such 
Committee,  that  any  person  within  the  limits  of  their  ap- 
jiointment  has  violated  this  Association,  that  such  majority 
do  forthwith  cause  the  truth  of  the  case  to  be  published  in 
the  Gazette,  to  the  end  that  all  such  foes  to  the  rights  of 
British  America  may  be  publickly  known  and  universally 
contemned  as  the  enemies  of  American  liberty,  and  thence- 
forth we  respectively  will  break  off  all  dealings  with  him 
or  her:" 

And  whereas  Mr.  Schlosser  having  reported  that  a 
summons  has  been  served  upon  him  at  the  suit  of  Jlilliam 
Conn,  and  marked  with  the  name  of  Laac  Hunt,  as  his 
attorney,  which  i\Ir.  Schlosser  aWeges  was  occasioned  by  his 
acting  in  the  line  of  his  dtity  as  a  member  of  this  Commit- 
tee: 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hunt  he  desired  to  attend  this 
Committee  immediately. 

Mr.  Hunt  accordin^ly  attended,  and  declared  that  when 
he  ordered  the  writ  to  be  issued,  he  did  not  know  or  be- 
lieve that  My.  Schlosser  Und  detained  the  Linen,  for  which 
he  had  issued  the  summons,  as  a  member  of  this  Commit- 
tee, under  a  siis|)icion  that  it  had  been  imported  contrary 
to  the  Association  of  the  Congress. 

On  motion.  That  Mr.  Hunt  be  asked  if  he  means  to 
prosecute  the  action  against  Mr.  Schlosser,  now  he  is  in- 
formed that  Mr.  .Schlosser  acted  in  the  above  instance  in 
the  line  of  his  duty  as  a  member  of  this  Committee?  The 
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said  question  was  accordingly  proposed  lo  liiiu,  whenMr. 
Hunt  desired  time  to  consider,  and  lo  consult  his  client, 
enga;^ing  to  answer  the  Committee  at  their  next  meeting. 

August  2-J,  I77J. 

Mr.  lluni  uttc^nded  the  Committee,  and  alter  much  (r,ii- 
versation,  requested  to  have  the  question  proposed  deliver- 
ed to  him  in  writing,  with  leave  to  answer  it  in  the  same 
way  ;  on  which  Mr.  Hunt  was  desired  lo  withdraw. 

Mr.  Hunt  was  called  in  again.  The  Chairman  inl'ornied 
him  that  an  explicit  answer  ouglit  now  to  be  given,  and 
that  if  he  had  it  written  the  Committee  would  leceive  it ; 
on  which  he  declared  he  had  nothing  further  to  otl'er. 

Rcaolvcfl,  That  Mr.  Uunis  conduct  and  declaration  are 
bv  no  means  satisfactory. 


The  Committee  having  taken  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hunt 
into  consideration,  are  of  opinion  that  he  has,  by  issuing 
the  above-mentioned  summons  and  prosecuting  the  same, 
endeavoured,  as  much  as  in  him  lies,  to  contravene  the 
Association  entered  into  by  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
that  he  has  not  acted  witli  candour  in  declaring,  •'  that 
when  he  ordered  the  writ  to  be  issued,  he  did  not  know 
or  believe  that  Mr.  Srhlosscr  liad  detained  the  Linen,  for 
which  he  had  issued  the  summons,  as  a  member  of  this 
Committee,  under  a  suspicion  that  it  had  been  imported 
contrary  to  the  Association  of  the  Congress,"  which  will 
fully  appear  by  the  followint;  affidavit: 

William  Conn,  of  the  City  of  Fhihuklpliia,  maketh 
oath:  That  as  he  passed  the  house  of  Mr.  George  iSchlos- 
ser,  of  the  said  City,  on  TiiursJuij,  the  17tli  instant,  with 
three  pieces  of  Linen  in  his  hand,  Mr.  .S't7(/f>«sej- called  him, 
and  asked  if  they  were  for  sale,  to  which  he  replied  they 
were,  and  delivered  one  of  the  pieces  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Schlosscr,  expecting  he  meant  to  bargain  for  it;  hut  insteati 
of  doing  so  Mr.  Schlosscr  inquired  how  he  came  by  it:  that 
he,  the  said  Conn,  e varied  the  question  by  a  feigned  story, 
thinking  it  hard  to  be  so  closely  pressed  to  say  how  he  came 
by  it;  hereupon  Mr.  Schlosscr  \.Qk\  him  it  was  his  duty  as 
a  Conniiittee-man  to  inquire,  and  would  not  part  with  the 
Linen  until  he  was  satisfied  how  it  was  imported  ;  that  he 
(Conn)  need  not  be  uneasy  that  the  Linen  was  detained, 
but  if  he  was  so,  he  should  have  security  for  the  safe  return 
of  it  as  soon  as  it  should  appear  to  have  been  imported  ac- 
cording to  the  Continental  Association.  He,  the  said 
Conn,  then  said  Mr.  Schlosscr  might  do  as  he  pleased,  as 
he  conhl  prove  that  he  came  honestly  by  the  Linen  ;  that 
hereupon  he,  the  said  Conn,  applied  lo  Mr.  Ackroyd's cknk 
(Mr.  Ackroyd  not  being  at  home)  and  oblained  a  certili- 
cate  signed  by  him,  that  the  piece  of  Linen  then  in  question 
had  been  sold  by  himself  for  Mr.  Ackroyd  lo  the  said  Conn, 
and  delivered  the  same  to  Mr.  Schlosscr,  demanding  his 
Linen.  Mr.  Schlosscr  said  the  certificate  was  not  satisfac- 
tory; and  that  although  he  knew  Mr.  Ackroyd,  he  did  not 
know  his  clerk;  however,  that  he  would  lay  the  whole  be- 
fore the  Committee,  who  would  meet  shortly  and  judge  of 
it.  That  on  Saturday,  the  19th  instant,  he,  the  said  Conn, 
liaving  called  at  Mr.  Schlosser's  house  seveial  times,  anil 
not  finding  him  at  home,  grew  dissatisfied,  and  applied  to 
George  Bryan,  Esq.,  and  informed  him  that  he  had  a  com- 
plaint to  make  concerning  a  piece  of  Linen  detained  from 
jiim,  and  was  procci-ding  to  relate  his  case  when  Mv. 
Bryan  (before  he  had  time  to  mention  Mr.  Schlosser's 
being  a  Committee-man)  slopped  him  and  said  it  was  a 
matter  lie  had  nothing  to  do  with — it  was  the  business  of 
a  lawyer.  That  he,  the  said  Co?ni,  having  some  knowli-clge 
of  Isaac  Hunt,  Esq.,  applied  lo  him,  and  informed  him 
fully  of  his  case,  and  in  particular  did  ac(juaint  Mr.  Hunt 
tiiat  Mr.  Schlosscr  had  said  he  detained  the  pieoe  of  Linen 
as  a  Committee-man  ;  Mr.  Hunt  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
the  piece  of  Linen  might  be  recovered  by  a  suit  at  law, 
and  at  the  request  of  him,  the  said  Conn,  did  commence  a 
suit  against  the  said  George  Schlosscr  acccordingly. 

William  Conn. 

Sworn  before  nie  this  -^.Jth  day  of  August,  \.  1).  177.5: 

Ja.MKS    YuL'.Nf;. 

Ordered.  That  the  above  be  published. 

.).  B.  Smith,  }  v...,.,.,.,. 


R.  Strettel  Jones,  ^ 


TO  THt    PHINTERS  OF  THE    PENNSYLVAMA  JOfRN.VL. 

Gentlemen  :  We  trust  the  necessity  of  the  following 
publication,  and  the  design  of  its  appearing,  will  be  a  suffi- 
cient apology  for  the  length  and  inaccuracy  of  the  same, 
and  for  our  requesting  a  place  in  your  very  entertaining 
paper : 

W'hen  any  matter  becomes  so  publick  as  lo  be  the  sub- 
ject of  general  conversation,  and  when  the  minds  of  some 
ofihe  good  people  of  the  City  maybe  under  apprehensions 
for  the  peace  of  it,  from  a  suspicion  (however  groundless) 
that  a  spirit  of  riot  and  licentiousness  has  taken  possession 
of  the  minds  of  n)any  of  the  inhabitants,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  lay  the  transactions  of  the  sixth  instant,  with  the 
cause  and  rise  of  them,  before  the  publick,  that  they  may 
be  enabled  to  judge  will)  candour  and  impartiality  in  the 
case,  and  not  be  imposed  upon,  either  by  their  own  fears, 
or  the  artful  insinuations  of  designing  men. 

At  this  time,  when  large  Armies  are  levied,  bloody  bat- 
tles Ibught,  and  the  lives  of  the  best  men  in  America  every 
day  exposed,  in  the  support  of  the  laws  of  the  Congress  and 
the  liberties  of  America,  it  might  well  have  been  expected 
that  no  one,  however  disaffected  to  our  cause,  woidd  open- 
ly and  avowedly  espouse  the  cause  of  the  enemy.  In  such 
cases  the  laws  of  nature  and  the  custom  of  nations  will  jus- 
tify the  severest  punishmeni,  especially  if  the  person  who 
acts  such  a  part  be  a  native  or  inhabitant  of  the  country 
against  which  he  practices.  In  the  present  unnatural  strug- 
gle, wheie  the  child  is  obliged  to  defend  itself  against 
the  violence  of  tlie  parent,  an  attempt  on  our  liberty  is 
made,  imder  the  form  of  law  ;  and  being  destitute  of  ])articu- 
lar  established  forms  of  our  own  to  appeal  to  in  the  case, 
we  were  obliged  to  recur  to  the  first  principles  of  the  Con- 
slitulion,  and  to  delei;ate  to  men,  chosen  lor  the  purpose, 
powers  to  suspend  the  former  laws  and  custoriis  of  our 
Country,  so  far  as  was  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
our  privileges,  and  to  establish  others  of  a  temporarv  nature, 
to  an3\ver  the  present  exigencies.  This  our  honourable 
Congress  performtd:  and  that  their  laws  might  fully  answer 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  made,  they  recommend- 
ed to  their  constituents  to  ciioose  in  our  several  Towns  and 
Counties,  Commiitees  to  take  care  that  those  laws  were 
complied  with.  On  the  conduct  of  these  Committees 
depends  the  whole  success  of  our  measures  ;  for  however 
good  the  laws  of  the  Congress  may  be,  if  they  are  not  faith- 
lidly  executed,  they  answer  no  valuable  purpose. 

Isaac  Hunt,  Esq.,  having  for  a  long  time  done  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  hurt  the  cause  of  Amirican  liberty, 
at  last  found  an  opportunity,  which,  if  properly  improved, 
he  imagined  would  at  once  overturn  what  we  were  so  long 
endeavouring  to  support.  He  issued  a  smnmons  against 
one  of  our  Committee  for  doing  his  duly  as  a  Committee- 
man, hoping,  if  he  could  once  turn  against  us  the 
enginery  of  our  laws,  which  were  made  for  and  answer 
the  most  salutary  purpose,  but  which  neither  do  nor 
can  apply  in  all  cases  in  our  present  circumstances,  he 
would  then  play  off  an  artillery  which  would  do  more 
execution  than  all  the  cannon  of  Gi-cat  Britain.  The 
("onimittee  sent  for  him,  attempted  to  convince  him  of  his 
errour,  and  prevail  on  him  to  relinquish  the  prosecution  of 
the  summons:  but  no  !  he  had  luckily  found  the  occasion 
he  so  long  had  sought,  of  signalizing  himself  against  his 
Country,  and  of  playing  off  the  established  laws  of  the  land 
against  us,  and  therefore  treated  the  endeavours  of  the 
Committee  with  the  utmost  insolence  and  contempt,  and 
refused  to  withdraw  his  name  from  the  summons  ;  which 
was  all  the  Commitlee  ever  retiuesled  him  to  do,  as  they 
w(.ll  knew  that  ihe  wiihihawing  of  the  writ  itself  was  no't 
in  till'  powci-  (if  an  atiorncy,  but  must  depend  on  the  \\ill 
of  his  client. 

The  Committee,  knowing  the  heinous  nature  of  his  crime 
would  excite  ihe  just  indignation  of  the  publick.  gave  him 
a  week  to  consider  of  the  matter ;  but  finding  him  deter- 
mined to  give  them  no  kind  of  satisfaction,  they  then  pub- 
lished his  case,  placinc;  his  conduct  in  the  most  favourable 
point  of  view  that  the  lacts  would  admit  of,  and  forbearing 
to  mention  that  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  sum- 
mons was  issued,  was  the  time  appointed  for  a  meeting  of 
the  Committee,  who,  it  is  well  known  have  in  every 
instance  determined  in  cases  of  the  like  kind,  without  the 
least  uimecessary  delay,  and  would  undoubtedly  have  done 
so  in  this  case.     And  as  in  this  attempt  is  not  only  invol- 
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ved  an  endeavour  to  destroy  the  Continental  Association, 
hut  also  to  overturn  liie  power  and  authority  of  tiie  Com- 
mittee, they  left  it  to  their  constituents  to  determine  what 
punishment  such  traitors  and  enemies  to  their  Country 
deserved,  being  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  whole  of 
tlieir  future  power  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Congress 
depended  on  the  spirit  with  which  the  publick  resented 
such  audacity.  But  Mr.  Hunt,  fearing  the  publick  would 
not  be  fully  sensible  with  how  much  contempt  he  treated 
the  Committee,  as  sonn  as  he  knew  they  were  about  to 
publish  his  case,  and  before  he  saw  what  tliey  intended  to 
publish,  sent  a  note  to  the  printer,  wherein  he  not  only  ridi- 
Ciiles,  plays  with,  and  contemns  their  proceedings,  but 
indirectly  gives  them  the  lie,  by  hinting  to  the  publick  that 
liis  state  of  the  matter  would  difler  greatly  from  theirs. 

Thus  stood  the  affair  with  I\Ir.  Hunt,  whose  attempt 
was  considered  as  having  the  most  dangerous  tendency, 
and  it  was  therefore  expected  that  he  would  have  been  taken 
into  custody  by  the  commanding  officer  of  some  of  the 
Battalions,  or  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  expelled 
the  Province  forever ;  for  as  the  crime  was  committed  against 
the  Committee  of  Observation  and  Execution,  it  would 
have  been  improper  for  them  to  have  done  any  thing  fur- 
ther in  the  afiair.  But  several  of  the  freemen  of  the  City, 
men  of  prudence  and  discretion,  seeing  the  inactivity  of 
those  who  ouL'ht  to  have  stepped  forward  on  the  occasion, 
and  the  ruin  to  which  the  cause  and  the  Committee  would 
\ie  exposed  if  Mr.  Hunt  should  escape  the  |)ublick  resent- 
ment, which  he  so  amply  merited,  met  on  the  evening  ol 
the  5th  instant,  consulted  with  coolness  antl  deliberation  on 
the  matter,  and  agreed  that  it  was  necessary  to  bring  Mr. 
Hunt  before  the  publick  to  receive  such  ]iunishment  as  his 
crime  deserved,  and  to  recommend  it  as  their  opinion  that 
he  ought  to  receive  an  American  coat  of  tar  and  feathers, 
laid  on  with  decency,  without  further  injury  to  his  person, 
and  then  to  be  expelled  the  Province  forever.  They  ap- 
pointed a  number  of  sober,  spirited  men,  to  seize  on  his 
person,  and  a  guard  of  men  under  arms,  to  surround  and 
protect  him  from  injury  and  insult,  until  he  had  received 
liis  doom.  This  was  in  part  executed  :  he  was  taken  by 
the  gentlemen  appointed  to  that  service,  and  the  guard  did 
their  duty,  but  they  met  with  such  opposition  from  some 
who  ought  to  have  stood  foremost  in  support  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  from  whom  they  expected  such  conduct,  that 
to  avoid  all  confusion  and  riot,  which  some  men  of  fortune 
laboured  hard  to  excite,  they  agreed  for  the  present  only 
to  cart  him  round  the  Town,  and  then  to  dismiss  him  in 
safety.  In  performing  this  they  thought  it  proper  to  halt 
before  the  door  of  Dr.  John  Kearshy,  who  is  known  to 
every  one  to  be  a  violent  enemy  to  the  cause,  and  one  of 
Mr.  Hunt's  principal  associates  and  advisers,  in  order  that 
he,  seeing  the  fate  of  his  friend  and  fellow-advocate  in  the 
cause  of  opposition,  might  be  induced  to  behave  so  as  to 
give  no  further  offence  to  his  fellow-citizens  by  his  toryism  ; 
but  they  had  it  not  so  much  as  in  contemplation  to  touch 
his  house  or  person.  What  happened  to  him  arose  from 
ills  own  madness  and  folly. 

While  the  cart  stood  before  his  door,  to  give  JMr.  Hunt 
an  opportunity  of  publishing  his  recantation,  a  lad  who  fol- 
lowed the  cart  knocked  at  the  Doctor's  door,  upon  which 
the  Captain  of  the  guard  called  to  him  to  desist,  retjuesting 
that  no  insult  might  be  offered  to  the  house;  another  lad, 
one  of  the  crowd,  took  hold  of  one  of  the  window  shutters 
and  partly  opened  it,  upon  which  the  Doctor  threw  up  the 
sash  and  pushed  wide  open  the  shutters,  and  taking  up  a 
pair  of  loaded  pistols,  cocked,  presented,  and  snapped  one 
of  them.  The  crowd  then  gave  way,  and  one  of  the 
guard  seeing  the  Doctor  determined  to  take  away  some 
lives,  advanced  witli  a  charged  bayonet,  and  making  a  pass 
at  his  breast  he  wounded  the  Doctor  in  the  left  hand. 
Another  of  the  guard  advanced  immediately,  and  the  Doc- 
tor snapped  a  second  pistol  at  him  as  he  came  up;  he  then 
seized  the  pistol,  and  the  Doctor  snapped  it  a  second  time 
against  his  breast,  while  in  his  hand.  This  second  person 
in  attempting  to  wrest  the  pistol  out  of  his  hand,  brought 
the  Doctor  down  upon  the  pavement.  He  was  instantly 
twisted  into  the  cart  with  Mr.  Hunt,  and  the  people  gave  a 
loud  huzza,  and  the  Doctor  to  show  his  contempt  of  the 
people,  took  his  wig  in  his  wounded  hand  and  swinging  it 
around  his  head  huzzaed  louder  and  longer  than  the  rest : 
when  his  wig  was  put  on  it  appeared  all  bloody  from  the 


wound  in  his  hand,  which  made  many  belieVe  he  was  wound- 
ed in  the  head.  He  was  then  carted  to  the  Coffee-House, 
and  thence  roimd  the  City,  with  a  determined  resolution 
to  tar  and  feather  him,  if  it  could  be  done  with  safety  to 
his  life ;  but  the  people  flocked  together  in  such  numbere, 
and  were  so  exasperated  at  the  insolence  of  his  behaviour, 
that  the  men  under  arms  were  afraid  to  proceed  to  the 
operation,  lest  the  violence  of  the  people  should  put  it  out 
of  their  power  to  protect  his  person,  which  they  were  deter- 
mined to  do  at  the  risk  of  their  lives:  they  therefore  con- 
ducted him  safely  into  his  house.  This  so  enraged  the 
people  who  followed  the  cart,  and  marked  his  behaviour, 
that  they  fell  to,  with  the  utmost  violence,  and  broke  his 
windows  and  doors  with  stones  and  brickbats.  But  it  ought 
to  be  recorded  to  the  honour  of  the  associators,  that  as  I'ar 
as  the  men  under  arms  know  or  can  find,  not  one  of  them 
ofleied  the  last  violence  to  the  house.  This  was  done  by 
a  number  of  hearty  jolly  tars,  market  people,  and  others 
out  of  the  crowd,  who  were  enraged  that  he  escaped  from 
them  without  tarring  and  feathering.  The  gentlemen  who 
jilanned  the  affair,  and  those  who  conducted  it,  are  far  from 
being  mobbish  or  mobbishly  inclined  :  it  was  conducted  w  ith 
sobriety,  decency  and  decorum  on  their  pait,  and  with  the 
utmost  safety  to  the  persons  of  the  Doctor  and  Mr.  Hunt, 
as  is  evident  from  the  repeated  thanks  which  they  received 
from  both  for  their  kind  protection  ;  and  notwithstanding 
men  who  ought  to  have  behaved  ditlerently,  acted  as  they 
did,  it  was  carried  through  with  great  calmness  and  solemn- 
ity. What  happened  to  the  Doctor's  house,  was  wholly 
owing  to  this  circumstance  ;  for  had  the  people  been  suf- 
fered to  take  revenge  on  his  person  for  his  insolent  beha- 
viour, the  house  would  in  all  probability  have  escaped. 

The  design  of  those  who  conducted  this  affair  was  to 
bring  a  publick  and  notorious  offender  to  publick  disgrace 
without  danger  to  his  person  or  life.  They  did  so:  tlie  wound 
the  Doctor  leceived,  and  the  carting  which  followed,  were 
brought  on  by  his  own  conduct,  and  after  he  had  attempted 
what  would  have  justified  their  putting  him  to  death  on  the 
spot,  which  it  is  probable  the  person  who  wounded  him  at 
first  intended.  The  pistols  he  attempted  to  discharge 
against  them,  without  the  least  violence  being  offered  on 
their  part,  were  loaded  with  a  ball  and  two  buck  shot  in 
each  ;  wherefore  we  are  exceedingly  surprised  at  the  con- 
duct of  some  gentlemen  on  the  occasion,  especially  of  him 
who  threatened  to  use  his  influence  to  have  four  of  us 
whipped  at  the  cart's  tail,  and  of  hiin  also  who  laboured 
so  indefiitigably  to  bring  a  battalion  to  fire  upon  us.  We 
appeal  to  the  world,  and  to  those  very  gentlemen,  whether 
wo  have  ever  atteinpted  to  exhibit  any  one  as  a  publick 
spectacle,  but  such  as  were  regularly  convicted  of  guilt ; 
and  now,  notwithstanding  our  zeal  in  the  cause  of  our 
Country,  we  defy  any  one  to  point  out  the  man  who  has 
suffered  as  much  as  his  crimes  deserve.  Mr.  Hunt's  crime 
was  of  such  a  nature  as  deserved  the  utmost  resentment  of 
the  publick:  the  consequences  which  it  involved  in  it, 
were  much  more  dangerous  to  our  liberties  than  the  crime 
for  which  Mr.  Christie  is  fined  in  five  hundred  pounds  ster- 
ling, and  banished  the  Province  o{  Maryhnul  hre\ev.  We 
therefore  waited  two  days,  to  see  if  the  Field-Officers  of 
the  Battalions,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  would  under- 
take the  matter;  while  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  associates  were 
triumphing  in  the  success  of  their  measures,  declaring 
publickly,  that  the  Committee  had  rendered  itself  ridicu- 
lous by  attempting  to  interfere  with  Mr.  Hunt's  proceed- 
ings, and  that  he  despised  what  they  or  the  publick  could 
do — he  was  not  to  be  intimidated.  Even  the  Congress 
did  not  escape  their  insulting  triumph ;  but  they  even 
expected  to  gain  a  victory  over  that  honourable  body,  and 
rejoiced  in  the  prospect  of  their  future  success. 

In  this  exigency  a  number,  we  repeat  it  again,  a  number 
of  sober,  prudent  men,  determined  to  step  forward,  and 
teach  all  such  enemies  to  their  Country,  that  the  man  who 
should  attempt  to  contravene  the  measures  of  the  Congress, 
despise  the  authority  of  the  Committee,  or  attempt  to  turn 
the  laws  of  the  land  against  our  liberties,  should  find  Phila- 
delphia too  hot  for  him. 

it  gives  the  people  of  the  City  but  an  indifferent  opinion 
of  the  virtue  and  love  for  the  freedom  o[  America  of  those 
persons  who  are  loud  in  their  lamentations  for  the  fate  of 
Messrs.  Hunt  and  Kearshy.  Our  brethren  may  be  sacrifi- 
ced by  thousands  on  the  plains  of  Nexc- England ;  the  best 
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Llood  on  the  Continent  may  be  spilled,  or  daily  in  danger 
of  spilling,  and  there  is  no'sorrow,  no  lamentation  on  that 
account ;"but  take  up  Dr.  Kearsleij  or  IsHnc  Hunt,  Estj., 
who  are  well  known  enemies  to  their  Country,  one  of 
whom  the  day  hcfore  he  was  carted,  had  the  elii'ontery  to 
go  into  a  gentleman's  store  and  take  up  a  book,  entitled, 
"Trials  for  Hii^h  Treason,"  and  in  a  sneering,  insulting 
manner,  asked  him,  if  this  would  not  be  a  proper  book  for 
Mr.  Adams  to  jjeruse?  we  say,  only  take  and  cart  such 
enemies  to  their  Country  round  the  City,  under  an  armed 
guard  to  protect  their  persons  from  violence,  and  then  all 
is  lamentation,  all  is  mourning  wit!)  these  persons.  Tlio 
cry  is,  violence!  riots!  mob!  no  innocent  man  is  sale! 
with  a  thousand  ranting  expressions  of  like  import.  We 
would  have  such  to  know,  that  no  innocent  man  has 
hitherto  suffered,  and  that  we  are  determined  none  shall, 
while  we  are  able  to  defend  them.  We  would  likewise 
have  them  to  know,  that  as  we  have  devoted  our  lives  to 
the  service  of  our  Country,  so  we  shall  never  risk  them 
widi  more  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  than  in  bringing  those 
ofTenders  to  punishment  who  despise  the  authority  of  the 
Conimittce,  and  refuse  to  abide  by  the  laus  ol  the  Cou- 
gress,  with  all  their  aiders  and  abetters. 

But  some  who  would  willingly  be  thought  friends  to  the 
cause  o(  America  vent  floods  of  wo  in  lamenting,  not  lor 
tho^e  gentlemen,  as  they  express  themselves,  but  for  their 
innocent  wives  and  chrildreii.  iMr.  Kearslcy's  and  Hunt's 
\\\\es  and  children  are  the  objects  of  their  compassion — 
they  are  indeed  objects  of  compas-ion,  and  their  distress 
ought  to  wring  the  hearts  of  those  who  have  disgraced 
them.  We  feel  for  their  distress;  and  did  those  people 
who  lament  so  pathetically  for  the  iniincent  connexions  of 
those  enemies  to  America,  express  half  the  concern  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  those  brave  patriots  whose  biowd 
has  already  stained  the  hills  of  the  North,  we  might  have 
charged  it  to  the  account  of  th.eir  humanity.  But,  are  the 
wives  and  children  of  traitors  to  their  Country,  who  a.e 
either  possessed  of  considerable  property,  or  under  the 
care  and  protection  of  an  indulgent  and  an  afiectionate 
grandfather,  to  be  lamented,  while  twenty  thousand  inhabi- 
tants of  Boston,  many  of  whom  have  been  accustomed  to  live 
in  peace  and  affluence,  are  wandering  from  place  to  place 
in  the  utmost  distress,  and  many  of  them  depending  on  the 
hand  of  publick  charity  for  the  bread  they  daily  eat,  par- 
lake  not  of  our  compassion  ?  Their  misfortunes  and  dis- 
tresses have  either  arisen  from  or  been  prolonged  by  the 
infamous  arts  of  such  men  as  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Kcarslcij. 
Are  we  then  to  retain  all  our  tenderness  for  such  as  have 
brought  our  distresses  upon  us,  and  to  feel  no  com]xission 
for  those  of  our  friends  who  have  fallen  the  first  \ictiiii3 
to  their  diabolical  thirst  after  ^Ministerial  favour? 

We  give  forth  this  publication  on  purpose  to  explain  t!ic 
principles  on  which  wc  act ;  and  to  give  the  strongest 
assurances  to  sucli  as  may  not  be  acquainted  with  our 
designs,  that  we  mean  not  to  disturb  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  the  City,  but  will  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  [)reserve 
the  same,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  welfare  of  our 
Country.  We  are  determined  to  bring  [)ublick  offenders 
against  our  Country  to  publick  disgrace ;  but  in  doing  this 
we  shall  mark  our  conduct  with  calm  solemnity  ;  and  this 
we  apprehend  necessary  in  our  present  circumstances  and 
situation  ;  for  as  no  law  can  reach  the  present  case,  but 
such  as  are  made  for  the  present  purpose,  and  as  no  magis- 
trate is  commissioned  to  act  against  those  who  attempt  to 
destroy  the  Continental  Association,  or  any  other  law  of 
the  Congr(;s3,  but  our  Committees,  so  we  are  determined 
to  bring  the  affair  before  no  other  body.  Transgressors 
against  their  body  shall  be  brought  before  the  publick:  and 
while  we  assure  every  man  who  has  not  discernment  sufli- 
cient  to  draw  such  a  conclusion  from  our  former  conduct, 
that  no  man  shall  be  hurt  in  his  person,  while  under  our 
care,  we  would  have  them  to  know  that  the  ])erson  who 
attempts  to  rescue  such  offenders  from  the  punishment 
they  deserve,  be  he  who  he  may,  or  act  in  what  character 
he  please,  shall  undergo  the  same  fate  with  the  offender 
whom  he  altenqits  to  screen.  Publick  punishment  we  are 
determined  to  see  inflicted  upon  publick  offenders  ;  and 
herein  wc  differ  from  those  who  recommend  the  exercise  of 
private  revenge,  rather  than  the  execution  of  publick  justice. 
And  we  thus  publickly  declare,  that  we  will  pay  no  more 
respect  to  the  person  of  the  rich  than  to  the  person  of  the 


poor;  but  we  will  cheerfully  risk  our  lives  in  bringing  all 
])ublick  offenders  against  the  cause  of  our  Country  to  the 
fate  which  their  crimes  shall  merit.  It  will  be  extremely 
disagreeable  to  us  to  be  at  any  time  obliged  to  enter  into 
a  contention  of  this  nature  with  any  of  our  fellow-citizens  ; 
but  if  they  will  ri^k  their  lives  in  attempting  to  screen  or 
rescue  any  publick  offender  against  the  cause  of  America, 
from  the  punishment  he  deserves,  they  may  assure  them- 
selves that  we  will  meet  them  halfway,  it  being  a  matter 
of  the  utmost  indifference  to  us,  whether  we  risk  our 
lives  against  an  internal  or  external  enemy. 

Let  those  gentlemen  who  may,  under  pretence  of  civil 
or  religious  authority,  hereafter  atteuqn  to  rescue  the  guilty 
from  the  publick  resentment  which  they  have  so  justly 
incurred,  remember,  that  if  we  have  spared  their  insolence 
once,  they  are  not  to  expect  it  a  second  time.  The  free- 
men of  this  County  would  have  those  gentlemen,  who  value 
themselves  so  highly  on  their  wealth  and  possessions,  to 
know  that  they  do  not  esteem  it  the  sole  end  of  Go\ern- 
ment  to  protect  the  rich  and  the  powerful,  however  obnox- 
ious they  be ;  but  that,  on  the  success  of  the  present 
controversy,  depends  the  right  of  the  industrious  to  the 
bread  he  earns  by  his  labour.  And  they  think  it  of  infinite- 
ly more  consequence  to  mankind  that  they  should  enjoy 
it  undisturbed,  than  that  the  rich  should  riot  in  luxury  ; 
and  that  therefore  no  title  nor  dignity  shall  hereafter  save 
offenders;  nor  shall  they  hereafter  be  treated  as  friends  to 
the  cause  America  who  are  exceedingly  active  in  screen- 
ing the  enemies  of  our  liberty  from  the  publick  resentnsent, 
while  they  have  no  zeal,  no  spirit  to  support  the  Commit- 
tee in  the  execution  of  the  unbounded  important  trust 
reposed  in  them  by  the  publick. 

Note. — As  some  persons,  who  have  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  being  well  informed  of  the  rise  of  this  extraordinary 
transaction,  have  unjustly  censured  Mr.  Sc/ilosser  for  the 
part  he  acted,  it  is  become  necessary  to  lay  before  the 
publick,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  published  by  the  Com- 
mittee, one  circumstance  which  must  fully  justify  him  in 
the  eye  of  every  impartial  man.  Mr.  Schlosscr  inquired 
of  Conn,  whether  he  had  any  more  Linens  than  those  he 
had  with  him?  To  which  Conn  replied  that  he  had  one 
hundred  pieces.*  Mr.  Schlosser  then  asked  him,  how  he 
came  by  them  ?  Conn  replied,  that  he  had  them  from 
Neic-York.  I  would  now  ask  whether  Mr.  Schlosstr 
would  not  have  been  justly  censured  by  his  fellow-citizens 
had  he  suffered  Conn  with  his  Linen  to  pass  without  fur- 
ther inquiry  ?  Indeed  it  may  justly  be  made  a  question, 
whether  he  ought  not  to  have  seized  and  secured  the 
person  of  Conn,  until  he  made  it  a|ipear  that  the  Linens 
had  been  inqiorted  agreeable  to  the  Association. 


MAMACOTING   COMMITTKE  TO  NEW-VORK   CONGRESS. 

Mamacoliiig,  Ulster  County,  August  19,  1775. 

Gkntlemkn:  We  return  you  the  following  persons  as 
officers  chosen  imder  the  inspection  of  two  of  this  Com- 
mittee, agreeable  to  your  Resolve  published  in  Jolm  Holt's 
newspaper  of  the  tenth  instant,  to  wit :  John  Crayc,  Cap- 
tain ;  John  Graham,  First  Lieutenant;  John  McKinstry, 
Second  Lieutenant ;  and  John  McCrecry,  Ensign.  We 
desire  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  up  their  commissions  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  : 

John  YouNfj,  Chairman. 
To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 


COLONEL  JAMES   CLINTON   TO   NEW-YOBK  CONGRESS. 
liittle-Britain,  August  19,  177.'). 

Gentlemen:  I  thought  I  would  have  been  obliged  to 
return  to  ]Sew-York  when  1  left  it,  before  I  proceeded  to 
Albany,  in  order  to  collect  my  Regiment  from  the  different 
Counties  in  this  Province,  but  as  I  see  by  a  resolve  of  the 
Congress  the  three  companies  on  Long-Island  belonging 
to  my  Regiment  are  excepted  from  marching  with  the 
rest  of  our  Regiments,  I  think  1  have  no  occasion  to  g^o 
down,  therefore  I  intend  to  set  ofT  for  Albany  \\\\.h  the 
seven  companies  belonging  to  my  Regiment  next  Monday, 
at  which  time  I  have  reason  to  think  they  will  be  nearly 

•Tills  is  tlie  story  alluded  to  in  Conn's  deposition,  whore  he  says  ho 
ovadLd  Mr.  Schlosser's  question  by  a  feigned  story. 
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supplied  with  arms,  and  if  we  should  be  deficient  I  sup- 
pose we  can  receive  some  from  New-York  or  Albany. 

I  hope  you  will  inquire  if  the  Commissary  has  sent  up 
every  thin"  belonging  to  my  Regiment  to  Albany,  that  we 
may  not  be  delayed  there,  for  we  cannot  march  without 
tents  and  blankets ;  we  want  axes,  tomahawks,  &.c.  I 
believe  1  could  have  bought  blankets  enough  for  a  com- 
pany from  the  country  merchants  if  I  had  had  orders,  and  I 
believe  I  must  buy  near  thirty  to  bring  with  us  to  Albany, 
for  fear  they  should  not  be  sent  there  before  we  get  up. 

1  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

James  Clinton. 
To  the  Honourable  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  President  of 

the  Provincial  Congress,  New-York. 


GENERAL   SCHUYLER  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Saratoga,  August  19,  1775. 

Sir:  Yesterday  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ritzma  delivered 
me  your  favour  of  the  8th  instant,  with  the  papers  referred 
to,  and  inclosed  in  it. 

The  mode  of  procuring  arms  w  hich  you  have  adopted  I 
believe  will  afford  a  sufficient  and  an  inmiediate  supply ; 
but,  after  all,  I  fear  they  will  be  very  indifferent,  if  1  may 
judge  from  the  Connecticut  arms,  many  of  which  were  pro- 
cured in  the  same  way.  This  induced  me  to  hint  that  no 
time  ought  to  be  lost  in  supplying  ourselves  with  this 
necessary  article,  and  that  they  siiould  be  made  in  every 
part  of  the  Colony  where  there  is  any  artist  that  under- 
stands it.  1  have  ordered  an  hundred  gun-barrels  toAew- 
York,  and  as  many  as  the  gunsmiths  at  Albany  and  Sche- 
nectady  can  repair,  to  those  places,  of  those  that  were  found 
at  Crown  Point. 

Colonel  Ritzma  with  the  four  companies  under  his 
command  is  to  march  this  morning  from  Mr.  NiePs,  two 
miles  above  this.  His  detachment  has  a  quantity  of  bag- 
gage, sufficient  for  three  complete  Regiments.  1  hope  the 
remainder  of  the  Troops  will  leave  Neiv-York  less  bur- 
dened. 

I  am  very  happy  that  you  have  appointed  John  Duer 
Deputy  Adjutant-General.  Should  that  gentleman  refuse 
to  accept,  you  will  I  hope  immediately  appoint  another,  as  I 
stand  much  in  need  of  one. 

Without  an  artillery  officer  it  will  be  almost  needless  to 
have  cannon,  for  1  cannot  find  any  person  amongst  the 
Uoops  that  was  ever  employed  in  that  branch.  There  are 
gentlemen  who  have  practised  m  Neiv-York,  and  1  should 
hope  that  if  the  request  was  made,  that  none  would  refuse 
to  serve  his  Country  on  this  occasion. 

Please  to  favour  me  with  a  list  of  your  military  arrange- 
ments, that  1  may  know  what  gentlemen  are  appointed  ; 
those  with  Colonel  Ritzma  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  being 
acquainted  with  at  New-York. 

Fourteen  of  Col.  Ritzma's  men  have  already  deserted 
since  his  arrival  at  Half-Moon;  and  1  believe  he  will  lose 
many  more  before  lie  reaches  Ticondcroga.  If  those  gone 
are  like  some  that  remain,  we  have  gained  by  their  goiiii' 
off. 

If  it  be  determined  that  Ticondcroga  is  the  place  to  be 
kept,  I  should  know  it  the  soonest  possible,  that  such  men 
as  may  be  left  there  may  be  set  to  work  in  making  the 
necessary  repairs. 

I  arrived  here  yesterday  on  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Sclniylcr,  who 
has  been  dangerously  ill,  but  is  happily  out  of  danger,  and 
ju'opose  to  return  to-morrow  to  Ticondcroga. 

1  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  humble 

servant,  „  „ 

Philip  Schuyler. 

Peter  J".  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  &ic.,  &ic.,  ice. 


general   MONTGOMERY  TO   NEW-HAMPSHIRE   COMMITTEE 
OF   SAFETY. 

Ticonderoga,  August  19,  1775. 
Sir:  The  command  nf  the  Troops  having  devolved  on 
me  during  the  ab-^ence  of  General  Schuyler  for  a  few  days, 
1  do  myself  the  honour  of  acknowledging  your  favour  in 
behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Hampshire, 
bearing  date  the  7th  instant. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  three  companies,  such  as  you 
describe  them,  and  under  an  officer  of  Colonel  BedeCs 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi. 


character,  a  very  seasonable  re-enforcement,  the  Troops 
here  being  much  weakened  by  sickness,  and  the  pressing 
urgency  of  the  occasion  will  not  permit  the  General  to 
wait  for  all  the  Nexv-York  levies  destined  for  this  service. 

Every  intelligence  from  Canada  evinces  the  necessity  of 
a  vigorous  and  speedy  efFort  to  crush  their  naval  armament 
before  it  gets  abroad,  however  ill  prepared  we  may  be  to 
encounter  a  well  appointed  enemy,  though  few  in  numbers. 
There  is  great  reason  to  believe  it  will  not  be  a  disagree- 
able visit  to  the  inhabitants,  who  seem  very  sensible  of  the 
blessings  of  liberty,  and  wish  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of 
tyranny.    May  we  have  the  honour  of  accom|)lishing  it? 

When  your  Committee  consider  how  much  we  are  press- 
ed in  time,  you  will  excuse  the  irregularity  of  my  request- 
ing Col.  Bedel  to  march  without  waiting  your  immediate 
directions.  With  respect  to  your  warm  recommendations 
of  that  gentleman,  I  can  only  say,  that  1  make  no  doubt 
General  Schuyler  will  be  happy  to  pay  all  the  attention 
to  them  the  Congress  have  put  in  his  power. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  with  the  deepest  senti- 
ments of  esteem  for  your  respectable  body,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Richard  Montgomery,  Brigadier-General. 

To  Matthew  Thornton,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  for  New- Hampshire. 


DUBLIN  (Ireland)  midsummer  assembly. 

Midsummer  Assembly,  July  21,  1775. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Sheriffs 
and  Commons  be  presented  to  our  worthy  countryman  and 
former  representative,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  in 
testimony  of  our  approbation  of  his  conduct  in  supporting 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  our  injured  fellow-subjects  in 
America. 

Which  being  presented  to  his  Grace  by  the  Sheriffs, 
they  received  the  following  answer: 

Leinster  House,  August  20,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  I  this 
day  received,  by  the  hands  of  your  worthy  Sheriffs,  your 
vote  of  thanks.  Give  me  leave  to  assure  you,  nothing 
can  be  more  satisfactory  than  to  think  my  conduct  in  re- 
gard to  our  distressed  brethren  in  America,  should  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  so  respectable  a  body  as  the  Com- 
mons of  the  City  of  Dublin. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  and  obliged  hum- 
ble servant,  Leinster. 
To  the  Sheriffs  and  Commons  of  the  City  of  Dublin. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Resolution,  and  his  Grace's 
Answer,  when  received,  be  published. 
Signed  by  order : 

Alfred  Howard,  Clerk  of  the  Commons. 

Post  Assembly,  August  28,  1775. 

By  the  Sheriffs  and  Commons  of  the  City  o/" Dublin  : 
Whereas,  at  the  Quarter  Assembly  held  April  28,  1775, 
a  Petition  of  certain  of  the  Commons  was  lodged,  pray- 
ing •'  that  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor,  Sheriffs, 
Commons,  and  Citizens,  would  take  into  their  serious 
consideration  the  oppressions  and  grievances  which  our 
brethren  of  America  labour  under,  and  the  evils  that  from 
thence  are  likely  to  fall  upon  this  Country ;  and  that  their 
Lordship  and  Honours  would  present  a  dutiful  and  loyal 
Petition  to  the  King,  stating  the  above  facts,  and  praying 

And  whereas,  on  said  day,  iqion  the  unanimous  requests 
of  the  Sheriffs  and  Commons  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Board 
of  Aldermen,  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  concur  in  pre- 
senting an  Address,  as  above,  they  were  pleased  to  return 
for  answer  "  that  the  matter  was  of  the  highest  importance 
and  therefore  inexpedient:'" 

And  whereas,  the  said  Petition  of  certain  of  the  Com- 
mons was  again  lodged  on  the  last  Quarter  Assembly,  when 
a  Committee  of  six  Aldermen  and  as  many  of  the  Com- 
mons was  appointed,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Recorder, 
to  draw  up  a  Petition  and  Address  to  His  Majesty,  as  above 
stated  ;  who  after  several  weeks  deliberation,  agreed  to  the 
following  one  : 
12 


179 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  Lc,  AUGUST,  17" 


80 


"  To  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

"Graciol-3  Sovereign:  We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful 
and  loyal  subjects,  ilie  Lord  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  Commons, 
and  Citizens  of  the  City  o(  Dublin  in  Common  Council 
assembled,  conceive  it  would  be  highly  imjjroper  in  us  at 
this  alarming  crisis  of  affairs  to  observe  a  criminal  silence 
and  an  unfeeling  indifference. 

"  We  see  the  horrours  and  calamities  of  civil  war  raging 
in  America,  the  hands  of  fellow-subjects  imbrued  in  the 
blood  of  each  other,  and  without  searching  for,  or  investi- 
gating the  cause,  we  cannot  hesitate  to  pronounce  its  effects 
destructive  to  the  British  Empire  at  large,  and  particulaily 
and  essentially  ruinous  to  the  limlied  comiricrce  of  this 
Kingdom. 

"  At  a  period  of  time  when  every  political  eye  is  intent 
on  the  n)ovenient  of  the  aimament  fitted  out  by  the  Court 
of  Spain,  our  natural  and  hereditary  enemy,  when  that 
jjowerful  force  has  been  frustrated  in  its  first  attempt,  and 
when  this  Country  may  with  reason  think,  that  such  great 
jireparations  will  not  be  suffered  to  become  entirely  abor- 
tive ;  we  are  naturally  led  to  inquire  into  our  means  of 
defence  against  any  sudden  invasion,  but  have  the  mortifi- 
cation to  find  the  military  force  drained  from  this  Kingdom, 
to  enter  into  an  unnatural  conflict  with  Protestant  subjects 
of  the  same  Empire. 

"  Your  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  consider  how  much 
our  trade,  credit  and  manufactures  are  connected  with 
peace  ill  America,  and  that  we  cannot  but  feel  the  most 
lively  distress  and  apprehensions  at  a  continuance  of  a  war 
wliich  must  necessarily  involve  in  ruin  our  staple  commo- 
dity, almost  the  only  source  of  wealth  to  your  faithful  sub- 
j 'Cls  of  Ireland. 

"  It  is  not  the  intention  or  wish  of  us,  your  Majesty's 
dutiful  subjects,  to  pretend  to  determine  from  whence  the 
evils  complained  of  have  originated,  or  what  has  introduced 
your  Majesty  and  your  subjects  into  a  situation  unprece- 
dented, delicate,  dangerous,  and  distressing. 

"  Permit  us  to  apply  to  your  Majesty's  wisdom  and  vir- 
tue, and  to  implore  your  parental  inter|)osilion  in  promoting 
such  means  as  will  at  once  quiet  the  fears  of  your  subjects 
in  America,  and  preserve  the  constitutional  rights  of  your 
IMajesty  and  the  British  Legislature. 

•'  Then  may  we  expect  the  return  of  that  peace  so  long 
a  wanderer,  an  unnatural  separation  of  the  Colonies  from 
the  Mother  Country  prevented,  the  British  Constitution 
throughout  your  Majesty's  wide  and  extended  Empire 
established  on  the  firmest  basis,  and  its  necessary  attend- 
ants, civil  liberty  and  political  security. 

"  The  sword  of  discord  once  sheathed,  Great  Britain 
shall  recover  her  wonted  unanimity  and  importance  ;  com- 
merce shall  again  revive,  and  those  torrents  of  your  peo- 
])le's  blood  now  flowing  in  the  cause  of  civil  commotion, 
lie  reserved  for  the  noble  purpose  of  asserting  the  just  pre- 
rogative of  your  Majesty's  crown,  and  the  liberty  of  your 
People,  in  sui)|iort  of  which  we  are  ever  ready  to  sacrifice 
our  lives  and  fortunes" 

Resolved  unanimously  by  the  Committee. 

And  whereas  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Board  of  Aldermen  have  this  day  |iut  a  negative  on 
the  said  Address : 

Now  we,  the  Sheriffs  and  Commons,  anxious  to  preserve 
our  reputations  from  the  odium  that  must  remain  to  all 
posterity  on  the  names  of  those  who  in  any  wise  |)romote 
the  acts  now  carrying  on  in  America,  and  feeling  the  most 
])oignant  grief,  as  well  on  account  of  the  injured  inhabi- 
tants of  that  Continent,  as  on  that  of  our  brave  countrv- 
men  sent  on  the  unnatural  errand  of  killing  their  fellow- 
subjects,  have 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to 
exert  his  utmost  abilities  to  allay  the  unliappy  disputes 
that  at  present  disturb  the  British  Empire. 

Resolved,  That  whoever  woidd  refuse  his  consent  to  a 
dutiful  Petition  to  the  King,  tending  to  undeceive  His  Ma- 
jesty, and  from  which  it  could  be  hoped  that  the  effusion 
of  one  drop  of  suljject  blood  might  be  prevented,  is  not  a 
friend  to  the  British  Constitution. 

Signed  by  order:  Alfred  Howard. 

The  Loid  flavor  and  Board  of  Aldermen  put  a  nega- 
tive on  the  Petition  and  Address. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  PHILADEL- 
PHIA, DATED  CHARLESTOW.N,  SOUTH-CAROLINA,  AUGCST 
•20,    177.5. 

Every  thing  here  is  suspended  but  warlike  preparations. 
It  is  said  that  there  are  scarce  two  hundred  men  in  town 
not  enrolled.  The  country  is  unanimous.  Our  two  re- 
giments of  foot  are  every  day  training,  and  almost  com- 
plete. About  a  week  ago  a  small  sloop  from  this  Town 
boarded  a  snow  from  England,  in  Augustine  Bay,  and 
curried  off  between  twelve  and  fourteen  thousand  pounds 
of  powder,  mostly  belonging  to  the  King.  She  had  been 
sent  privately  with  thirty  resolute  men  well  armed  by  our 
Committee,  in  order  to  interce|)t  the  vessel  on  the  coast, 
but  was  disappointed,  being  rather  too  late,  for  there  were 
forty  thousand  pounds  landed,  with  four  brass  field-pieces, 
the  day  before  our  sloop  boarded  her.  There  were  twelve 
soldiers  sent  from  Augustine  to  assist  and  defend  the  snow, 
to  whom  our  people  gave  ten  guineas  for  helping  them  out 
with  the  powder,  and  being  so  modest  as  not  to  resist.  A 
man-of-war  was  in  sight,  but  fortunately  aground  the  few 
hours  our  people  stayed.  We  spiked  up  the  snow"s  guns, 
and  then  went  off  triumphant,  although  attacked  by  three 
boats  full  of  armed  men.  One  got  within  a  hundred  and 
fifty  yards,  it  being  quite  calm,  but  that  moment  a  fresh 
gale  sprang  up.  Our  people  brought  their  booty  safe  to 
Beaufort,  a  town  on  the  coast,  about  seventy  miles  S.  W. 
of  this  place.  It  was  reported  they  were  pursued  by  the 
armed  vessels  from  Augustine,  to  which  place,  on  hearing 
of  this,  our  Council  of  Safety  despatched  fifteen  Artillery- 
men and  fifteen  Grenadiers,  by  water,  and  a  company  of 
our  Provincials  to  Beaufort,  to  assist  the  country  people 
in  the  defence  of  the  acquisition.  We  are  putting  the 
Town  in  a  posture  of  defence,  and  are  all  determined  to 
oi)pose  whatever  Troops  may  come  here.  Yesterday  a 
negro  was  hanged  and  burnt  for  intended  sedition,  and 
burning  the  Town,  Lc. 


REV.  WILLIAM  TENNF.NT  TO    Hr.XRY  LAURENS. 

liullo.-k'!;  Tro  k,  August  20,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  We  exjiect  to  write  you  a  publick  letter 
next  IVednesday,  but  opportunity  offering  I  must  inform 
you,  that  after  visiting  the  upper  part  of  Col.  Richard- 
snn's  regiment,  and  the  High  Dutch  in  the  fork  between 
Broad  and  Saluda  Rivers,  the  former  with  great  success, 
the  latter  with  very  little,  we  have  at  length  visited  the 
great  and  mighty  nabob  Flelchnll.  ^Ve  found  him  sur- 
rounded by  his  court,  viz:  Cunningham,  Brou-n  and 
Robinson,  who  watch  all  his  motions,  and  have  him  under 
great  comiuand.  We  soon  found  the  unchangeable  malig- 
nity of  their  minds,  and  the  inexpressible  pains  they  are  at 
to  blind  the  people,  and  fill  them  with  bitterness  against 
the  gentlemen,  as  they  are  called. 

General  Gage's  pamphlet  is  raging  through  the  District, 
and  greedily  read.  The  readers  have  taken  the  same 
methods  with  the  Romish  church  to  keep  the  people  ig- 
norant ;  and  in  general  they  firmly  believe  that  no  man 
that  comes  from  below,  and  that  no  paper  printed  there, 
can  s|)eak  the  truth.  This  was  necessary  in  order  to  pre- 
vent anv  thing  we  can  say  from  taking  ])lace.  We  soon 
found  that  reasoning  was  vain  with  those  who  were  fixed 
by  royal  emolument;  ;  but  perceiving  that  Flctchallaffecmd 
to  play  between,  we  let  him  know  that  we  had  discovered 
things  which  he  thought  were  a  profound  secret,  and  sur- 
])rised  him  much.  He  confessed  receiving  a  letter  from 
the  Governour  within  five  days  last,  and  olFered  to  swear 
there  was  no  harm  in  it,  and  that  he  would  not  take  arms 
against  the  country.  But  we  surprised  him  into  a  promise 
to  a*!semblc  the  regiment  next  Wednesday,  which  highly 
airronied  ('uniiingham  and  the  rest  of  the  L^pper  House; 
some  of  whom  treated  us  with  insolence  upon  it.  We 
expect  to  meet  the  regiment  accordingly,  and  many  of  our 
frieniU,  whom  I  have  advertised  of  it,  will  be  there;  some 
ha\  inu'  intimated  a  design  to  put  some  trick  upon  us. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Drayton  has  gone  up  to  his  iron 
works,  and  to  the  peo()le  about  Latvsons  Fork,  where  he 
will  do  something.  I  turned  my  course  into  the  New  Ac- 
quisition, where  1  am  to  have  a  meeting  from  day  to  day, 
iii  Colonel  Neel's  regiment.  I  think  1  shall  fix  this  District 
ill  the  right  cause.     1  discovered  on  my  way  a  scheme  to 
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surprise  Fort  Charlotte,  and  take  all  the  powder  and  arms 
away ;  took  an  affidavit  of  it,  and  sent  it  express  to  Mr. 
Drayton,  so  hope  it  will  be  prevented.  The  Governour 
has  undoubtedly  given  orders  for  it,  and  they  are  privately 
enlisting  volunteers  to  the  service.  I  shall  this  morning 
privately  obtain  affidavits  to  |)rove  that  Major  Robinson 
has  attempted  to  enlist  many  in  the  Kinij's  name,  assuring 
them  that  he  had  a  number  of  conmiissions  in  his  pocket 
which  should  be  distributed  to  the  most  worthy,  and  that 
they  should  have  King's  pay  after  ten  days.  He  is  just 
returned,  and  it  is  known  that  he  met  the  Governour  at 
Dorchtster.  They  think  that  they  are  nearly  ripe  to  show 
tiiemselves,  and  make  no  scruple  to  threaten  the  whole 
Province  with  devastation  in  a  short  time. 

They  say  that  Cameron  is  among  the  Overkill  Chcro- 
kees,  and  will  soon  join  them  with  three  thousand  gunmen. 
I  have  just  heard  that  the  lower  Towns  will  not  join  them  ; 
but  confess  that  the  Overhill  Indians  are  preparing  to 
fight  for  the  King.  In  short,  your  friends  in  Town  are 
preparing  a  great  dish  of  blood  for  you,  and  expect  soon, 
by  their  army,  not  only  to  have  an  asylum  to  fly  to,  but  to 
bear  down  all  before  them.  This  both  you  and  I  have 
prophesied  many  times,  but  a  lethiferous  slumber  seems 
to  have  sealed  the  eyes  of  some  of  our  brethren.  Bobin- 
son  assures  the  people  here,  that  a  great  multitude  in  Town 


of  those  who  have  signed  the  Association,  are  in  the  scheme 
and  will  join  them  upon  notice. 

I  am  now  convinced  that  a  certain  affidavit  which  some 
have  so  much  despised,  is,  with  a  small  exception,  true  in 
every  particidar.  There  is  here  all  the  appearance  of  an 
hellish  plot ;  and  the  friends  of  America  have  no  ammuni- 
tion, and  may  be  surprised  without  remedy ;  I  wish  the 
Council  would  think  of  this.  We  have  greatly  weakened, 
and  expect  more  to  weaken  them ;  but  to  overset  the 
plan  immediately  is  impossible.  I  have  formed  one,  and 
am  forming  in  this  District  another  troop  of  volunteer  horse 
rangers,  who  are  as  good  as  sworn  to  the  Council  of 
Safety ,  when  they  enlist.  We  are  hemming  in  the  dissidents 
on  all  sides  as  much  as  possible ;  but  their  leaders  seem 
determined  if  possible  to  bring  the  people  to  draw  blood, 
before  they  have  time  to  be  enlightened.  I  have  forsook 
my  chaise,  and  ride  on  horseback  from  day  to  day,  meeting 
people. 

And  in  great  haste,  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  Wm.  Tennent. 

P.  S.  If  you  don't  keep  a  look  out,  these  people  and 
the  savages  will  receive  ammunition  by  wagons  from  Town, 
or  from  Dorchester,  from  on  board  the  fleet:  they  have  no 
doubt  of  a  supply. 


NORTH.CAROLINA  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

horth- Carolina  : 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolve  of  the  late  Convention,  Mr. 
Samuel  Johnston  summoned  a  meeting  of  the  Delegates 
at  Hillsborough,  on  the  -^Oth  day  of  August,  1775,  at 
which  time  the  Members  from  a  majority  of  the  Counties 
and  Towns  not  appearing,  he  adjourned  the  Congress  till 
to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  August  21,  1775. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  Delegates  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Province,  at  Hillsborough,  the  21st  day  of  August, 
A.  D.  1775,  aforesaid: 


AssoN  County, 


Beaufort. 


Bladen, 


Bertie, 


Brunswick. 


Bute, 


Craven, 


Thomas  lyade, 
Samuel  Spencer, 
William  Thomas, 
David  Love, 
William  Picket, 
Roger  Ormond, 
Thomas  Rcspess,  Jr., 
John  Patten, 
John  Cooper, 
William  Salter, 
Walter  Gibson, 
Thomas  Owen, 
Thomas  Robinson,  Jr., 
Nathaniel  Richardson, 
William  Gray, 
Jonathan  Jaycocks, 
Charles  Jaycocks, 
William  Br  image, 
ff'illiam  Bryan, 
Zedekiah  Stone, 
Thomas  Ballard, 
Peter  Clifton, 
David  Standley, 
John  Campbell, 
John  Johnston, 
Robert  Hotce, 
Robert  Ellis, 
Parker  Quince, 
Thomas  Allon, 
Roger  Moore, 
Green  Hill, 
IVilliam  Person, 
Thomas  Eaton, 
Rev.  Henry  Patillo, 
Jethro  Su7n7ier, 
Josiah  Roddick, 
James  Coor, 
William  Bryan, 
Richard  Cogdcll, 


Caeteket, 


Currituck, 


Chowan, 


CUMBERLA^ 


Chatham, 


Duplin, 


DOBBS, 


Edcecowbe. 


Joseph  Licech, 
Jacob  Blount, 
Edmund  Hatch, 
John  Easion, 
William  Thomson, 
Brice  Williams, 
Solomon  Sheppard, 
Enoch  Hard, 
Thomas  Jarvis, 
Gideon  Lamb, 
James  Ryan, 
James  White, 
Solomon  Perkins, 
Samuel  Johnston, 
Thomas  Jones, 
Thomas  Benbury, 
James  Blount, 
Thomas  Hunter, 
Josiah  Granbury, 
Farquard  Campbell, 
Thomas  Rutherford, 
Alexander  McKay, 
Alexander  McAlister, 
David  Smith, 
Elisha  Cain, 
Richard  Kennon, 
Matthew  Jones, 
Jeduthun  Harper, 
John  Birdsong, 
Ambrose  Ramsey, 
Joshua  Rosser, 
Robert  Rutherford. 
John  Thompson, 
William  Clark, 
James  Kenan, 
William  Dickson, 
Thomas  Gray, 
Richard  Clinton, 
Thomas  Hicks, 
Richard  Caswell, 
Simon  Bright, 
James  Glasgoiv, 
Abraham  Sheppard, 
Spyers  Singleton, 
George  Miller, 
Andrew  Bass, 
Robert  Signal, 
Henry  Irwin, 
Duncan  Lamon, 
Thomas  Hunter, 
Thos.  Harminson  Hall, 
Thomas  Person, 
John  Penn, 
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Granville, 


Guilford, 


Htde, 


Hertford, 


Halifax, 


Johnston, 


Mecklenburgh, 


Martin, 


New-Hanover, 


Northampton, 


Onslow, 


Orange, 


PERliUIMANS, 


Pasc^uotank, 


Pitt, 


Rowan, 


John  ffilliams, 
John  Taylor, 
Memucan  Hunt, 
Alexander  Martin, 
Ransome  Sutherland, 
James  Park  Farley, 
Thomas  Henderson, 
William  Dent, 
Gcori^e  Cortner, 
yathaniel  fVilliams, 
Joseph  Hancock, 
John  Jordan, 
William  Murfee, 
LiUivrence  Baker, 
Matthias  Brickie, 
Day  Ridley, 
George  Wynns, 
Nicholas  Long, 
James  Hogan, 
David  Sumner, 
John  Webb, 
John  Geddy, 
Benjamin  Williams, 
Samuel  Smith, 
Accdham  Bryan, 
William  Bryan, 
John  Smith, 
Thomas  Folk, 
John  Fjifer, 
Waighstill  Avery, 
Samuel  Martin, 
James  Houston, 
John  Mr  Knit  t  Alexander 
Kennith  MrKinzie, 
Whitmill  Hill, 
John  Evcrit, 
{fillinm  Sladc, 
John  Stuart, 
William  Williams, 
George  Moore, 
Alexander  Lillington, 
Samuel  Ashe, 
If  11  Ham  Hooper, 
Jaiufs  Moore, 
John  Afhe, 
Jcjjlithah  Atherton, 
Allen  Jones, 
Howell  Edmunds, 
Drcwry  Gee, 
Samuel  Lockhart, 
Isaac  Guion, 
Henry  Rhodes, 
Edward  Starkey, 
John  Sj)iccr, 
John  King, 
Thomas  Bousk, 
John  Kinchen, 
Thomas  Hart, 
John  Atkinson, 
John  WiUinms, 
Benjamin  Harvey, 
Andrew  Knox, 
Miles  Harvey, 
Thomas  Harvey, 
William  Skinner, 
Joseph  Jones, 
Thomas  Boyd, 
Devotion  Din-is, 
Edward  Evcrigin, 
Dempsy  Burgess, 
John  Simpson, 
Robert  Salter, 
William  Bryan, 
James  Gorham, 
James  Latham, 
Matthew  Locke, 
James  Smith, 
Moses  IVinslow, 
Samuel  Young, 
William  Kennon, 
fVilliam  Sharp, 


Surry, 


Tyrrell 


Tryon, 


Bath  Town, 

Ed EN TON, 

Newbern, 

Wilmington, 

Brunswick, 
Halifax, 

Hillsborough, 

Salisbury, 

Campbleton, 


Robert  Lanier, 
Joseph  Williams, 
William  Hill, 
Martin  Armstrong, 
Joseph  JVinston, 
Joseph  Spruill, 
Jeremiah  Eraser, 
Peter  Wynne, 
Steven  Lee, 
Thomas  Hoskins, 
John  Walker, 
Robert  Alexander, 
Joseph  Hardin, 
William  Graham, 
Frederick  Hambright, 
fVilliam  Ke7inon, 
Joel  Lane, 
John  Hinton, 
Theophilus  Hunter, 
Michael  Rogers, 
Tignal  Jones, 
John  Rand, 
Thomas  Hines, 
William  Brown, 
Joseph  Ilewes, 
Jasper  Charlton, 
Abner  Nash, 
Jatncs  Davis, 
William  Tisdale, 
Richard  Ellis, 
Cornelius  Harnett, 
Archibald  Maclainc, 
Maurice  Moore, 
Willie  Jones, 
Francis  Nash, 
William  Armstrong, 
Nathaniel  Rochester, 
Hugh  Montgomery, 
Robert  Rowan, 
James  Hepburn. 


Tlie  respective  Counties  and  Towns  having  certified 
that  the  preceding  persons  were  duly  elected  Delegates  to 
represent  the  said  Counties  and  Towns  in  General  Con- 
gress, to  he  held  at  Hillsborough  the  20th  day  of  August 
instant,  pursuant  to  which  the  following  persons  appeared, 


Tliomas  Respess, 

John  Walker, 

William  Bryan, 

John  Patten, 

Joseph  Hardin, 

Josiah  Gr.uiberry, 

William  (iray, 

David  Sumner, 

John  Webb, 

Cl.arles  Javcocks, 

Benjamin  Williams, 

John  Geddy, 

■William  Bi-yan, 

William  Bryan, 

John  Atkinson. 

Zrdukiali  Stone, 

John  Smith, 

William  Salter, 

John  Johnson, 

Joel  Lnio, 

Walter  Gibson, 

Robnrt  Howe,' 

John  Hinton, 

Thomas  Owen, 

John  Jordan, 

John  Rand, 

Thos.  Roberson,  Jr., 

I/.HTfnm  Rakrr, 

William  Brown, 

Nathl.  Richardson, 

.l,wi-,!l    II  -vi-;, 

T'lnnns  Wade, 
!  Spencer, 

.N.i'.i  ihM  1    W  i!!i  nil-. 

Mi.'iii/i  i;,.,,.i.. 

\\  uiimm'  Picket, 

Ji.-r|ih  ll.in.-oi-k. 

'I'lfflial  Jnn.-s, 

Kiislia  Cain, 

Wilhani  Sharp, 

John  Cooper, 

Richard  Kennon, 

K,.l„.rt  I.anier, 

Needham  Bryan, 

Matthew  Jones, 

Jos,-pl,  WilUams, 

Roger  :\loore. 

Aiuhrose  Ramsey, 

Nicholas  Long, 

Green  11,11, 

Robert  RuthortOTd, 

James  Hogan. 

William  Person, 

William  Clark, 

Thomas  Eaton, 

Robert  AKxandrr, 

Theophilus  Hunter. 

llonrv  PutiUo, 

William  Crihani. 

Thomas  Polk, 

Jethro  Sumner, 

Fred.  Hamhright, 

Thoin.as  Boyde, 

K.'nilh  McKinzie, 

Williim  Kriinou, 

Deyotion  Davis. 

Whitmill  Hill, 

Josiah  Reddick, 

Edward  Everigin, 

Wilham  Williams, 

James  Coor, 

H.mry  Rhodes, 

Grorire  Moore, 

William  Brvan, 

Edward  Starkey, 

Ahx.  lallington, 

Richard  Co'trdvU. 

Thomas  Burke, 

S.nm.rl  Ashe, 

Richard  Klhs, 

John  King, 

William  Hooper, 

Cornelius  HariiPtt, 

John  Ifinchen, 

James  Moore, 

Archihald  Maclainc, 

Gideon  Lamb, 

John  Ashe, 

Thomas  Benbury, 

Waighstill  Avery, 

Allen  Jones, 

James  Blount, 

Martui  .\rm8trong. 

Isaac  Gnion. 

James  Kenan, 

Jacob  Blount, 

James  (Jorham, 

William  Dickson, 

John  Easton, 

James  Latham, 

Thomas  Gray, 

Brice  Williams, 

Matthew  Locke, 

Richard  Clinton, 

Solomon  Sheppard, 

James  Smith, 

Thomas  Hicks, 

Enoch  Ward, 

Moses  Winslow, 

Richard  Caswell, 

Samuel  Johnston, 

Samuel  Young, 

Simon  Bright, 

Thomas  Jones, 

William  Kennon, 

James  Glasgow, 
Abraham  Sheppnrd, 

Thomas  Person, 

Rohert  Ellis, 

John  Penn, 

Parker  Quince, 

Spvers  Singleton, 

John  Taylor, 

Thomas  AUon, 

Robert  Bignal, 

Memucan  Hunt, 

Day  Ridley, 

Duncan  Laman, 

Thomas  Hart, 
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John  Williams,  Thomas  Rutherford,  William  Armstrong, 

Benj.  Harvey,  Alex.  McAlister,  Nathl.  Rochester, 

Andrew  Knox,  J'arquard  Campbell,  Hugh  Montgomery, 

Miles  Harvey,  Alexander  McKay,  David  Smith, 

Thomas  Harvey,  Joseph  Jones,  John  Williams, 

William  Skinner,  Dempsy  Burgess,  Henry  Irwin, 

John  Simpson,  John  Thompson,  Thomas  Hines, 

Robert  Salter,  Samuel  Martin,  J.  McK.  Alexander, 

Drewry  Gee,  James  Houston,  James  White, 

Howell  Edmunds,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Ransome  Sutherland, 

Samuel  Lockhart,  William  Hill,  Jus.  Park  Farley, 

Jeremiah  Fraser,  Jasper  Charlton,  William  Dent, 

Joseph  Spruill,  Joseph  Leech,  George  Cortner, 

PotcT  Wynne,  Maurice  Mooro,  Joshua  Rosser, 

Robert  Rowan,  Willie  Jones,  Joseph  Winston, 

James  Hepburn,  Francis  Nash,  John  Birdsong. 

Colonel  Richard  Caswtll  proposed  for  President  Sam- 
uel Johnston,  Esq.,  who  was  unanimously  chosen  Presi- 
dent ;  and  Mr.  Andrew  Knox  was  appointed  Secretary  ; 
and  Mr.  James  Glasgow  an  Assistant ;  Francis  Lynaugh 
and  Evan  Swanii  Doorkeepers,  during  tiie  continuance  of 
the  Conjjress. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Francis  Nnsh  wait  on  the  Rev. 
George  Mickhjohn,  and  request  him  to  attend  and  per- 
form divine  service.  Pursuant  to  which  he  attended,  and 
opened  the  Congress  by  reading  prayers  in  the  Church  at 
Hillsborough. 

The  Congress  having  been  informed  that  John  Coulson, 
of  Anson  County,  charged  with  dangerous  practices  aijainst 
the  liberties  of  ^4memn,  was  now  in  custody  in  this  Town  : 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Samuel  Spencer,  John  Patten, 
John  Johnston,  JValter  Gibson,  Robert  Ellis,  Richard 
Cogdell,  Solomon  Sheppard,  James  lyhite,  Thomas  Ben- 
bury,  Dnvid  Smith,  Thomas  Gray,  Simon  Bright,  Henry 
Irwin,  Mcmucan  Hunt,  Alexander  Martin,  John  Jordan, 
Laurence  Baker,  JSHcholas  Long,  Benjamin  Jt'illiams, 
fVilliam  JVilliams,  John  McKnitt  Alexander,  IVilliam 
Hooper,  Allen  Jones,  Richard  Kennon,  Henry  Rhodes, 
John  H'll/iams,  Miles  Harvey,  Robert  Salter,  ffilliain 
Sharp,  Robert  Lanier,  William  Kennon,  John  Rand,  Jo- 
seph Hewes,  IVilliam  Brown,  William  Tisdale,  Cornelius 
Harnett,  Maurice  Moore,  Willie  Jones,  Francis  Nash, 
Hugh  Montgomery,  and  Jethro  Sujnmer,  be  a  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  said  John  Coulson,  and 
make  report  to  this  Congress  to-morrow  morning. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Hoive,  Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  W'illie  Jones,  Mr.  Maurice  Moore,  Mr.  Allen  Jones, 
and  Mr.  Penn,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Test  to  be 
signed  by  the  Members  of  this  Congress. 

Whereas,  it  is  manifest  that  endeavours  have  been 
used  by  enemies  to  the  liberties  of  America  to  persuade 
several  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  late  insurrection,  that  they  remained  still 
liable  to  be  punished,  unless  pardoned  by  His  Majesty  ; 
and  that  pardons  can  only  be  obtained  on  condition  that 
they  shall,  when  required,  take  Arms,  and  act  offensively 
against  such  persons  as  shall  be  devoted  to  destruction  for 
having  taken  an  active  share  in  defence  o(  American  liber- 
ty :  And  whereas  it  is  well  known  that  no  punishment 
can  now  lawfully  be  inflicted  on  any  persons  concerned  in 
the  said  insurrection,  whether  mentioned  in  the  act  of 
Outlawry  on  that  occasion  or  not : 

Resolved  therefore,  That  the  late  Insurgents,  and  every 
of  them,  ought  to  be  protected  from  every  attempt  to 
punish  them  by  any  means  whatever,  and  that  this  Congress 
will  to  their  utmost  protect  them  from  any  injury  to  their 
persons  or  property  which  may  be  attempted  on  the  pie- 
tence  of  punishing  the  said  late  insurrection,  or  any  thing 
in  consequence  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Maurice  Moore,  Mr.  Caswell,  Mr. 
Thomas  Person,  Mr.  William  Kennon,  Mr.  Knox,  iMr. 
Locke,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Patillo,  Mr.  Burke,  xMr.  Hunt, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Harvey,  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  Mr.  Pe7in,  and 
Mr.  George  Moore,  be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  such 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  who  entertain  any  reli- 
gious or  political  scruples  with  respect  to  associating  in  the 
common  cause  of  America,  to  remove  any  ill  impressions 
that  have  been  made  upon  them  by  the  artful  devices  of 
the  enemies  o(  America,  and  to  induce  them,  by  argument 
and  persuasion,  heartily  to  unite  with  us  for  the  protection 
of  the  constitutional  rights  and  privileges  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Patillo  be  desired 
to  read  prayers  to  the  Congress  every  morning,  and  the 


Rev.  Mr.  Charles  Edward  Taylor  every  evening,  during 
his  stay  here. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten 
o'clock. 

Tuesday,  AugtiM  22, 1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  several  Proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
viz: 

A  Declaration  by  the  Representatives  of  the  United 
Colonies  of  I\orih  America,  in  General  Congress  at  Phila- 
delphia in  July  last,  setting  forth  the  causes  and  necessity 
of  taking  up  Arms: 

The  Twelve  United  Colonies  of  North  America,  by 
their  Representatives  in  Congress,  to  the  Puo|)le  of  Ire- 
land : 

The  opinion  of  the  Congress  on  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain  of  the  '^Oth  Febru- 
ary, 177.5  : 

The  Address  of  the  Congress  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London : 

A  Resolve  of  the  Congress  relative  to  the  collecting  of 
Saltpetre,  and  the  several  methods  of  making  Saltpetre, 
recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies  by 
their  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  sundry  Resolves  of 
the  Congress :  were  laid  before  this  Congress,  and  ordered 
to  be  read;  and  were  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Harnet  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  John  Coulson,  reported  their  proceed- 
ings thereon  ;  which  were  concurred  with  by  the  Congress. 
At  the  same  time  the  said  John  Coulson  gave  into  Congress 
the  following  declaration,  to  wit : 

"  I,  John  Coulson,  do  from  the  fullest  conviction  solemnly 
and  sincerely  declare,  that  1  have  been  pursuing  measures 
destructive  of  the  liberties  of  America  in  general,  and 
highly  injurious  to  the  peace  of  this  Colony  ;  and  truly 
conscious  of  the  heinousness  of  my  guilt,  do  now  publickly 
confess  the  same,  and  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise 
that  I  will  for  the  future  support  and  defend,  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power,  the  constitutional  rights  and  liberties  of  ^/«t- 
nca ;  and  in  order  to  make  atonement  for  my  past  guilt, 
that  I  will  make  use  of  every  effort  in  my  power  to  re- 
claim those  persons  whom  I  have  seduced  from  their  duty, 
and  also  to  induce  all  other  persons  over  whom  I  have 
inlluence,  to  aid,  support  and  defend  the  just  rights  of 
America.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand, 
this  -226  day  of  August,  1775.  John  Coulson." 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Coulson  be  dischartred 
from  his  attendance  on  this  Congress. 

Whereas,  there  are  several  ofTenders  against  the  Conti- 
nental Association  now  confined  at  Wilmington,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  an  express  be  immediately  sent  from 
this  Town  to  Wilmington,  requiring  the  Committee  of 
Wilmington  to  deliver  all  such  delinquents  as  may  be  in 
custody,  to  a  guard  directed  to  receive  the  same,  and  safely 
to  convey  such  delinquents  from  County  to  County  in  the 
mo5t  expeditious  manner,  that  they  may  be  brought  befire 
this  Congress,  in  order  that  their  demerits  may  be  strictly 
inquired  into,  with  such  ])apers  as  were  found  in  their  cus- 
tody. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  he  given 
by  Mr.  Spencer  to  the  gentlemen  volunteers  of  Anson 
County,  who  brought  John  Coulson  in  custody  to  this 
Congress. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Wednesday,  August  23,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Association  entered  into  by  the  General  Congress 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  -^Oth  day  of  October,  1774,  and 
signed  by  the  Members  thereof,  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  highly  approve  of  the 
said  Association,  and  do  for  themselves  firmly  agree  and 
promise  to  adhere  thereto,  and  do  recommend  it  to  their 
constituents  that  they  likewise  adhere  firmly  thereto. 

The  Committee  directed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Test 
for  the  IMembers  of  the  Congress  to  sign,  reported  tliat 
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they  had  prepared  a  Test,  which  they  begged  leave  to  lay 
before  the  Congress  for  approbation. 

Ordered,  Tlie  same  be  read  ;  which  was  accordingly 
read,  approved  of,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  ou  the  Jour- 
nals and  signed. 

We,  tiie  subsc-riiiers,  professing  our  allegiance  to  the 
Kin",  and  acknowledging  the  constitutional  executive  power 
of  Government,  do  solemnly  profess,  testify  and  declare, 
that  we  do  absolutely  believe  that  neither  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  nor  any  member  or  constituent  branch 
thereof,  have  a  right  to  impose  Taxes  upon  these  Colonies 
10  regulate  the  internal  police  thereof;  and  that  all  attempts 
by  fraud  or  force  to  establish  and  exercise  such  claims  and 
powers  are  violations  of  the  peace  and  security  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  ought  to  be  resisted  to  the  utmost :  And  that  the 
people  of  this  Province,  singly  and  collectively,  are  bound 
by  the  Acts  and  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  and  the 
Provincial  Congresses  ;  because  in  both  they  are  freely  re- 
l)resented  by  persons  chosen  by  themselves  ;  and  we  do 
solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  engage,  under  the 
sanction  of  virtue,  honour,  and  the  sacred  love  of  liberty 
and  our  country,  to  maintain  and  support  all  and  every  the 
Acts,  Resolutions  and  Regulations  of  the  said  Continental 
and  Provincial  Congresses,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  and 
abilities.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereto  set  our 
hands,  this  -iGd  oi  August,  1775: 

Natlil.  Ricliardson,  Robert  Howe,  David  Love, 

William  Gray,  Parker  Quince,  Willi.im  Picket, 

C.  W.  Jaycocks,  Robert  Ellis,  Thos.  R-spess,  Jr. 

William  Bryan,  Sanuiel  Johnston,  John  Patten, 

Zidokiah  Stone,  Thomas  Wado,  \Villi;iin  .Salter, 

John  Johnston,  S,imu.-1  Spenc-r,  Walter  Uibsoii, 

Thoma."  dwin,  Thomas  Person,  John  Atkni.sou, 

Thos.  Roberson,  Jr.  John  Willianis,  John  WilUan.s, 

Thomas  Alien,  John  Taylor,  li.njamin  ll„rvey, 

Roger  Mooro,  Memucan  Hunt,  Andrew  Knox, 

Green  Hill,  Alex.  Martin,  Miles  Harvey, 

William  Person,  Ransome  Sutherland,  Thomas  Harvey, 

Henry  Patillo,  James  P.  Farley,  William  Skinner, 

Thomas  Eaton,  Thns.  Henderson,  Thomas  Boyd, 

Jotliro  Sumner,  William  Dent,  Devotion  Davis, 

Josiah  Roddick,  Georije  Cortner,  Edward  Everi^'in, 

James  I'oor,  .N'atlil.  Williams,  John  Simpson, 

William  Bryan,  Joseph  Hancock,  Robert  Salter, 

Richard  Cogdull,  John  Jordan,  William  Bryan, 

Jacob  Blount,  I^awrenco  Baker,  James  Gorham, 

John  Easton,  Matthias  Bricklo,  James  Latham, 

Brico  Williams,  Day  Ridley,  James  Smith, 

Solomon  Sheppard,  Nicholas  Long,  Matthew  Locke, 

Enoch  Ward,  James  Hogan,  Moses  Winslow, 

James  White,  David  Sumner,  Samuel  Young, 

Thomas  Jones,  John  Webb,  William  Kennon, 

Thomas  Benbury,  John  Geddy,  Wilhani  Sharp, 

James  Blount,  Benj.  Willianis,  Robert  Lamer, 

Josiah  Granbury,  William  Brvan,  Joseph  Williiins, 

Thomas  Rutherford,  John  Smith,  Joseph  Spruill, 

Alex.  MeAlist.r,  Thomas  Polk,  Jeremiah  Eraser, 

FarquardCaniplirll,  John  Pfifor,  Peter  Wynne, 

David  Simtli,  J.  .McK.  Alexander,  John  Walker, 

Alex.  M.Kiv,  Kennith  McKinzie,  William  Kennon, 

ElishaCain.'  Whitmill  Hill,  Rob.Tt  ALvvander, 

Richard  Kennon,  WillMin  Williams,  JcM^ph  ll.nlm, 

Matthew  Joins.  (,eori;e  Moore,  WilU.uii  Graham, 

Ambrose  Ranisry,  Ahx,  Lilliiigloii,  Err,],  ilamhnght, 

Robert  Rutherford,  Sinuiel  .Vslie,  Joel  Lane, 

William  Clark,  William  Hooper,  John  Hiiiton, 

James  Kenan,  James  Moore,  Theophiliis  Hunter, 

Thomas  (Jray,  John  Aslie,  Miehael  Roixers, 

William  Dickson,  Alh^ii  Jones,  'I'lgnal  Jones, 

Richard  Clinton,  Howell  Edmund.-,  Junn  Rand, 

Thomas  Hicks,  Dn-ury  Gre,  Thomas  llin-s. 

Richard  Ciswell,  Samuel  Ixiekhart,  William  Broun, 

Simon  Bright,  Lsaac  (Juion,  Josei.h  Hewes, 

James  Glasgow,  Heiirv  Rhodes,  JaiiipR  Davis. 

Abraham  Sh.ppard,  Edward  Starkoy,  Willi  ,i„  Tisdale, 

Spyers  Singleton,  John  King,  Richard  Ellis. 

Robert  Bignal,  Thomas  Burke,  (  ornrlms  Harnett, 

Henry  Irwin,  John  Kini-hen,  .Vielub.ild  Al.iclaine, 

John  Penn,  Tliouias  Il.irt,  Maui .Mooiv. 

Robert  Rowan,  Dempsy  Burgess,  John  Cow].rr, 

James  Hephiim,  S.,„niel  Martin,  N.-rdliam  Brvan, 

Willie  Jonrs,  Jainrs   II.MIsI.HI,  (.l,lr,,ll    I.iluh. 

Francis  Xash,  Thomas  II.  II..II,  Waiu'lislill  Averv, 

William  .\rnistrong,  William  Hill,  Martin  Ariustroiig, 

Nathaniel  Rochester,  Duncan  Laiiion,  Joliii  Birdsonir, 

Hugh  Montgomcrv,    Joshua  Rosser.  Josrph  Winston, 

John  Thompson,         Jasper  Charllon,  Joseph  Juiir.s. 
Joseph  Loech, 

Resolved,  That  his  Honour  the  President,  Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Casivell,  Mr.  Jhiccs,  Mr.  ^'ash,  Mr.  U'illic  Junes, 
and  Mr.  Young,  be  a  Committee  of  Secrecy,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procurini;  Arms  and  Ammunition,  and  to  report  to 
this  Congress  what  sums  of  Money  will  be  necessary  for 
that  purpose. 

Resolved,   That  Mr.   Machine,  Mr.    McAlister,   Mr. 


Farquard  Campbell,  Mr.  Boivan,  Mr.  Thomas  Wade,  Mr. 
Alexander  McKay,  Mr.  John  Ashe,  Mr.  Spencer,  Mr. 
Gibson,  Mr.  Kennon,  and  Mr.  Hepburn,  be  a  Committee 
to  confer  with  the  gentlemen  who  have  latelv  arrived  from 
the  Highlands  in  Scotland  to  settle  in  this  Province,  and 
to  explain  to  them  the  nature  of  our  unhappv  controversy 
with  Great  Britain,  and  to  advise  and  urge  them  to  unite 
with  the  other  inhabitants  of  America  in  defence  of  those 
rights  which  they  derive  from  God  and  the  Constitution. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Maurice  Moore,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr. 
Howe,  Mr.  Caswell,  and  Mr.  Hewes,  be  a  Committee  to 
prepare  an  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of 
North- Carolina,  stating  the  present  controversy  in  an  easy 
familiar  style  and  manner,  obviotis  to  the  meanest  capacity  ; 
calling  upon  them  to  unite  in  defence  of  .^mcnVaTi  liberty, 
and  vindicating  from  a  necessity  to  which  Administration 
has  reduced  us,  the  taking  up  arms,  and  assuming  the  con- 
trol of  the  Militia;  and  ascribing  the  silence  of  the  legisla- 
tive powers  of  Government  to  his  Excellency  the  Govemour 
refusing  to  exercise  the  functions  of  liis  oifice,  by  leaving 
the  Province  and  retiring  on  board  a  man-of-war,  without 
any  threats  or  violence  to  compel  him  to  such  a  measure. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Tliursday,  .August  24,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  Doctor  Burke  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  prepare  an  Address  to  the  luliabitants  of  this 
Province,  &,c. 

Resolved,  That  such  gentlemen  as  have  in  their  posses- 
sion any  Letters  or  other  Papers  respecting  the  common 
cause  o(  American  liberty,  lay  the  same  before  the  Con- 
gress. And  several  Letters  and  other  Papers  were  accord- 
ingly brought  up  to  the  table,  read  and  filed. 

Whereas,  the  Continental  Congress  hath  thought  it 
necessary  for  the  preservation  q(  American  liberty,  that  an 
Army  should  be  embodied,  and  the  sum  of  Three  Mil- 
lion of  Dollars  be  emitted  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
such  .^rmy ;  and  hath  pledged  the  faith  of  the  United 
Colonies  for  the  redemption  of  the  same: 

Resolved  unanimousli/.  That  the  inhabitants  of  North- 
Carolina  will  pay  their  full  proportion  of  the  expense  so 
incurred,  and  will  make  provision  for  the  redemption  of 
such  part  of  the  sum  so  emitted,  as  shall  be  allotted  by  the 
Continental  Congress  for  this  Province  to  redeem,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  its  inhabitants. 

Resolved,  That  his  Honour  the  President,  Messrs.  flil- 
liam  Hooper,  Joseph  Heircs,  Richard  Caswell,  Samuel 
Spencer,  Thomas  Respess,  Jf'alter  Gibson,  William  Gray, 
Robert  Howe,  Thomas  Eaton,  James  Coor,  John  Easton, 
James  White,  Thomas  Jones,  Alexatuler  McAlister,  Rich- 
ard  Kennon,  Thomas  Gray,  Henry  Irwin,  John  Perm, 
Alexander  Martin,  Joseph  Hancock,  Matthias  Brickie, 
John  Webb,  William  Bryan,  Thomas  Polk,  Whitmill  Hill, 
Samuel  Ashe,  Allen  Jones,  Henry  Rhodes,  Thomas  Burke, 
Benjamin  Harvey,  Dcmpsy  Burgess,  Robert  Salter,  Mat- 
thew Locke,  Joseph  Williains,  Peter  Wynne,  William  Ken- 
non, Joel  Lane,  William  Brown,  James  Davis.  Archibald 
Maclaine,  Maurice  Moore,  James  Hepburn,  llillic  Jones, 
Hugh  Montgomery,  and  Erancis  iSash,  be  a  Committee 
for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  plan  for  the  regulation  of 
the  internal  peace,  order  and  safety  of  this  Province,  and 
making  such  an  arrangement  in  the  civil  police  of  tiiis 
Province  as  may  tend  to  supply  in  some  measure  the  defect 
of  the  executive  powers  of  Government,  arising  from  the 
absence  of  his  Excellency  Govemour  Martin:  and  that 
this  Committee  take  into  consideration  the  projiriety  of 
appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety;  the  members  to  com- 
pose it;  the  manner  and  time  of  choice;  Qualification  of 
Electors  and  Elected  ;  the  number  of  which  these  shall 
consist ;  the  powers  of  these  Committees  ;  also  the  mode 
to  be  observed  in  calling  Provincial  Conventions  ;  the  time 
of  Election  ;  place  where  to  be  held  ;  Qualifications  of 
Electors  and  Elected  ;  the  number  which  every  Town  and 
County  are  to  send  as  Delegates  to  represent  tliem  in  such 
Conventions  ;  the  powers  which  this  Convention  are  to 
exercise  :  and  further,  to  report  the  necessity,  if  any  there 
be,  of  forming  other  Committees  than  before  mentioned, 
and  every  civil  power  necessary  to  be  formed  in  order  to 
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relieve  this  Province  in  the  present  unhappy  state  to  which 
Administration  has  reduced  it. 

The  Congress  taking  under  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Province,  and  the  expediency  of  employing  a  Military 
Force  for  its  defence  against  foreign  and  domestick  inva- 
ders, 

Resolved,  That  it  lie  over  until  to-morrow. 

A  draught  of  articles  of  Confederacy,  proposed  for  the 
consideration  of  the  several  Colonies  in  North- America, 
was  hrought  into  Congress  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  furnish  the  Delegates  for 
each  County  with  a  cojjy  thereof. 

Mr.  Thomas  Craike  is  appointed  a  Clerk,  to  assist  the 
Secretary  to  expedite  the  business  of  the  Congress. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Paper  purporting  to  he  a  Proclamation  issued  by  bis 
Elxcellency  7oi-ia/j  Martin,  dated  on  board  His  iMajesty's 
Ship  Cruizer,  at  Cape-Fear  River,  the  eighth  of  ylugust 
instant,  directed  to  the  Moderator  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
veniion  at  llillsl/oroiigh,  being  read  : 

Ixcsulvtd  unanimously,  That  the  said  Paper  is. a  false, 
scandalous,  scurrilous,  malicious,  and  seditious  libel,  tend- 
ing to  disunite  the  good  people  of  this  Province,  and  to 
stir  up  tumult  and  insurrections  dangerous  to  the  peace  of 
His  Majesty's  Government,  and  the  safety  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  higiily  injurious  to  the  characters  of  several 
gentlemen  of  acknowledged  virtue  and  loyalty;  and  further 
that  the  said  Paper  be  burnt  by  the  common  hangman. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  Resolved,  The  same 
lie  for  consideration  till  Monday  next. 

The  Petition  of  Frances  Dunn  and  Dorothy  Boote  being 
read,  Resolved,  The  same  lie  on  the  table  for  consider- 
ation. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jniliams,  a  Delegate  for  the  County  of 
Surry,  has  leave  to  absent  himsell'  from  the  Congi'ess  fur 
ten  days. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  milic  Jones,  Mr. 
Knox,  Mr.  Locke,  Mr.  Casivell,  Mr.  Thomas  Person,  and 
Mr.  John  Ashe,  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration 
and  report  a  state  of  the  Publick  Funds. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Cogdell,  Mr.  6Ve«i  Hill,  Mr. 
Martin,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Patillo,  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  Mr. 
John  Kinchen,  Air.  Thomas  Hall,  Mr.  Locke,  and  Mr. 
Skinner,  be  a  Committee  of  Intelligence,  to  receive  all 
Petitions  respecting  the  Return  of  Delegates,  kc,  and 
report  thereon  to  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  all  those  gentlemen  possessed  of  any 
intelligence  respecting  jfnc//art  Aflkirs,  furnish  Ifillic  Jones, 
Esquire,  one  ol'  the  Commissioners  for  the  Southern  De- 
partment, with  the  same  in  writing. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committees 
of  the  several  Counties  and  Towns  in  this  Province,  to 
obtain  an  exact  List  of  the  Inhabitants  within  their  respec- 
tive Counties  and  Towns,  distinguishing  in  such  List  the 
number  of  White  Male  Persons,  between  the  age  of  six- 
teen and  fifty  years ;  the  number  of  Males  above  fifty  and 
under  sixteen  ;  the  number  of  White  Women ;  the  number 
of  Female  Children  ;  the  number  of  Black  Male  Slaves 
being  taxables  ;  the  number  of  Female  Slaves  who  are 
taxables;  and  the  number  of  Slaves  not  taxables;  and  that 
such  Lists  be  returned  certified  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
t'ommittee  to  the  President  of  this  Congress,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  November  next. 

Mr.  Edward  Everigin  has  leave  to  absent  himself  from 
the  service  of  this  Congress. 

Mr.  James  Green  is  appointed  an  Assistant  Clerk  to  this 
Congress. 

Adjourned  till  five  o'clock,  this  afternoon. 


JViday,  five  o'clock,  P.  M„  August  25,  177J. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Robert  Lanier  is  appointed  to  serve  on  the  Com- 
mit iee   to  prepare  a  Plan  for  the  internal  peace  of  this 


Province,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Joseph  JVilliams,  who  has 
leave  of  absence. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Ofiicer  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Company  of  the  Town  ol'  Hillsborough,  despatch 
four  of  the  said  Company  to  proceed  from  this  place  to- 
wards IVilmington,  until  they  meet  with  a  certain  James 
Cotton,  of  the  County  oi  Anson,  who,  it  is  said,  is  in  ens- 
tody  of  certain  persons,  in  order  to  be  brought  before  this 
Congress,  and  to  assist  in  bringing  the  said  James  Cotton 
before  the  Congress. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Monday,  Au^rusl  28,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  on  Friday  next  the  Congress  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  under  consideration  the 
Paper  laid  before  the  Congress  purporting  to  be  a  Confed- 
eracy of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  receive  Intelligence  and 
Petitions,  iscc,  reported  that  they  had  taken  into  consider- 
ation the  several  matters  laid  before  them,  which  they 
begged  leave  to  lay  before  the  Congress. 

Ordered  the  same  be  read.  Read  tlie  same,  and  is  as 
follows,  \  iz  : 

The  Petition  of  Frances  Dunn,  (wife  of  John  Dunn,) 
and  Dorothy  Boote,  (wife  of  Benjamin  Boote,)  being 
referred  to  this  Conmiittee,  and  the  allegations  therein  con- 
tained examined  into,  it  appears  to  us,  that  from  the  noto- 
rious inimical  conduct  of  the  said  John  Dunn  and  Benja- 
min Boote,  mentioned  in  the  said  Petition,  to  the  cause  of 
America,  the  apprehending  and  sending  the  said  Dunn 
and  Boote  to  South- Carolina,  was  necessary  and  justifi- 
able in  these  times  of  L'eneral  danger;  and  as  to  the  future 
disposal  of  the  said  Dnnn  and  Boote,  we  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  this  honourable  Congress. 

The  Petition  of  a  number  of  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Salisbury,  respecting  the  election  of  the  said  Town, 
being  also  referred  to  this  Committee,  it  is  our  opinion, 
that  the  several  matters  contained  in  the  said  Petition,  as 
objections  to  the  election  of  a  Member  for  the  said  Town, 
to  sit  in  Provincial  Congress,  are  groundless,  and  that  the 
said  election  is  good  and  valid. 

The  information  of  Thomas  fVade,  Thomas  Folk  and 
John  IValkcr  relative  to  the  hostile  intentions  of  Govern- 
our  Martin,  Indians  and  others,  being  laid  before  this 
Committee,  in  writing,  it  is  our  opinion,  that  the  matter 
therein  contained  is  of  so  serious  and  important  a  nature, 
that  we  beg  leave  to  submit  it  lo  the  consideration  of  this 
honourable  Congress. 

Richard  CociDELL,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  lie  on  the  table  foi'  consider- 
ation. 

James  Cotton,  Samuel  JVilliams,  and  Jacob  Williams, 
of  Anson  County,  who  stood  charged  with  acting  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  liberty  of  America,  and  of  endeavouring,  by 
persuasion  and  otherwise,  to  induce  others  to  act  against 
the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Con- 
gress, were  brought  to  the  bar  of  this  Congress  by  a  party 
of  the  Hillsborough  Independent  Com|iany,  and  after  being 
severally  examined. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Cotton,  Samuel  JVil- 
liams and  Jacob  JVilliams  be  discharged  and  set  at  liberty, 
and  that  Certificates  issue  from  this  Congress  to  entitle 
them  to  the  protection  of  all  persons  espousing  the  cause 
of  American  liberty,  they  having  made  a  solemn  recanta- 
tion of  their  former  principles. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-niorrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Tuesday,  August  29,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  President  laid  before  the  Congress  a  Letter  from 
the  C^ommittee  of  Intelligence  of  Charlcstoivn,  .South- 
Carolina,  enclosing  Remonstrances  or  Petitions  from  .John 
Dunn  and  Benjamin  Boote,  now  under  confinement  at 
Charlestown  ;  which  was  read,  and  on  motion,  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  for  consideration. 
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Also  Letters  from  Governour  Martin  to  Benjamin 
noote,  dated  lUili  July,  1775. 

From  Governour  Martin  to  Colonel  Cotten,  21st  Juhj, 
1775. 

Likewise  an  Address  from  Rouan  County  to  Governour 
Martin. 

From  the  Committee  oC  Mecklenburgh  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Camcltn,  a  Letter  of  Intelligence. 

From  the  Committee  of  Rowan  to  the  Committee  of 
Camden,  a  Letter  of  Intellii^ence. 

And  Dunn  and  Boole's  Protest  and  Advertisement. 
Which  were  filed. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  election  of  Delegates  to 
attend  the  Continental  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  in  iS'tp- 
teinber  next,  come  on  next  Saturday. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  taking  under 
consideration  the  slate  of  the  Province,  and  tiie  expediency 
of  employing  a  Military  Force  for  its  defence  against  foreign 
and  doniestick  invasions: 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  deferred  till  Thursday  next. 

Whereas,  some  doubts  may  arise  respecting  the  con- 
struction of  the  fourtii  article  of  the  Continental  Associa- 
tion relating  to  exportation  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that 
no  Ship  or  Vessel  shall  clear  out,  or  take  on  board  any 
|iart  of  their  Cargoes  after  the  tentli  day  of  September, 
1775,  but  that  Vessels  actually  laden  or  their  Cargoes  on 
board  lighters,  and  cleared  out  before  that  day,  may  sail  at 
any  time  after. 

Mr.  Caswell  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  and  report  a  state  of  the  Publick  Funds, 
reported  as  follows,  viz: 

Whereas,  in  order  to  make  a  proper  and  correct  state  of 
the  Publick  Funds,  it  would  be  necessary  your  Committee 
should  have  recourse  to  the  publick  accounts,  which  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurers,  and  to  the  estimates  of  pub- 
lick allowances  and  journals  of  the  Assembly,  which  can- 
not conveniently  be  had  here:  they  have  therefore  pro- 
ceeded on  the  best  information  they  have  been  able  to 
obtain,  and  find  that  there  are  divers  large  sums  of  money 
due  from  sundry  Sherifls  and  other  collectors,  a  great 
part  of  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  will  be 
lost  to  the  publick,  unless  some  method  is  immediately 
fallen  upon  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  same,  which 
your  Committee  earnestly  recommend  to  the  attention  of 
the  Congress. 

That  there  are  also  divers  sums  of  money  due  from 
the  publick  to  individuals,  and  no  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  Southern  Treasurer  on  the  contingent  fund  to  discharge 
the  same  :  what  may  lie  in  the  Northern  Treasury  on  that 
fund  your  Committee  have  not  been  able  to  inform  them- 
selves. 

That  since  the  passing  a  resolution  in  tho  Assembly  that 
the  Rum  Duties,  and  the  one  Shilling  Tax  for  sinking  the 
old  Bills  should  cease,  the  law  imposing  the  same  having 
had  its  effect,  sundry  sums  have  been  paid  for  such  duties 
to  the  Collectors  and  to  the  Sheriffs  for  the  said  tax. 
Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  money  received 
on  the  former  should  be  returned  to  the  persons  from 
whom  the  same  was  received,  and  also  that  the  latter  be 
either  returned  to  the  persons  from  whom  received,  or 
allowed  them  in  the  payment  of  any  future  tax.  All 
which  is  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Congress. 
R.  Caswei.i.,  Chairman. 
Ordered,  The  same  lie  for  consideration  until  Saturday 
next. 

The  Congress  taking  into  ron-iilcralion  tin;  Letter  from 
the  Committee  of  Intelligence  ol'  Charlestown,  the  i{e- 
monstrances  of  Benjamin  Boole  and  .John  Dunn,  and  the 
Petitions  of  Frances  Dunn  and  Dorothy  Bootc,  and  the 
several  Papers  relative  thereto: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Congress,  by  Let- 
ters addressed  to  the  Committee  of  Intelligence  ol  South - 
Carolina,  thank  them  for  their  friendly  interposition  in 
behalf  ol  this  Province,  by  receiving  and  securing  the  per- 
sons of  John  Dunn  and  Benjamin  Boote,  thereby  disap- 
pointing the  endeavours  of  those  men  to  defeat  the  Ameri- 
can Association,  in  support  of  their  just  rights  and  privi- 
leges ;  and  requesting  of  the  said  Committee  to  detain  the 


persons  of  the  said  Dunn  and  Boote  within  that  Province, 
till  the  inhabitants  of  j\orth-Carnlina,  by  their  Delegates, 
again  meet  in  Convention,  or  till  they  make  such  recanta- 
tion of  their  principles  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Charlestown:  that  this  Province  will  on  a  similar 
occasion  be  ready  to  render  a  similar  service  to  their  worthy 
neighbours  of  llie  South  Province.  In  the  mean  time 
that  they  pledge  the  credit  of  this  Province  to  reimburse 
the  expenses  which  they  may  be  at  by  reason  of  such 
detention  ;  and  express  at  the  same  time  that  we  have  the 
fullest  confidence,  that  the  same  humanity  which  has  dis- 
tinguished the  proceedings  of  that  Province,  will  actuate 
them  in  this  instance. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  whatsoever,  charged  as  being 
an  enemy  to  the  American  cause,  shall  be  carried  out  of 
this  Province  privately,  or  by  any  act  of  violence,  except 
by  the  directions  of  a  Comn)itiee  duly  empowered  to  lake 
cognizance  of  the  offence  with  which  they  are  charged, 
and  who  shall,  upon  fair  and  candid  hearing  thereupon, 
think  such  measures  prudent,  just  and  necessary  ;  but  as 
the  particular  circumstances  which  attended  the  seizure  of 
Boote  and  Dunn,  rendered  a  previous  application  altogether 
impracticable  to  any  Committee  ap|jointed  for  the  purpose 
of  examination,  we  acknowledge  ourselves  under  the  greatest 
obligations  to  the  persons  who  have  rendered  the  signal 
service  to  this  Province,  of  removing  from  amongst  them 
men  who  were  exerting  their  utmost  endeavours  to  defeat 
the  attempts  of  the  virtuous  inhabitants  of  this  Province  to 
preserve  inviolate  the  rights  of  the  British  Constitution. 

Ordered,  That  miliam  Hill,  William  Gray  and  Zede- 
Iciah  Stone  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Conference. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock.  

Wcdnesiiay,  August  30,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The   Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock.  

Tlnirsrlay,  August  31,  1775. 

Tlie  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  taking  under  con- 
sideration the  state  of  the  Province,  and  the  ex))ediency 
of  employing  a  Military  Force  for  its  defence  against  foreign 
and  domestick  invasions  : 

Resolved,  That  His  Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  subjects 
in  this  Colony  are  reduced  to  a  dangerous  and  critical 
situation,  by  the  attempts  of  a  British  Ministry  to  carry 
into  execution  by  force  of  arms  several  unconstitutional 
and  oppressive  Acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  for  laying 
Taxes,  and  for  altering  and  changing  the  Constitution  and 
internal  police  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  violation  of  the 
natural  rights  of  the  Colonists. 

Resolved,  That  hostilities  being  actually  commenced  in 
the  Massachusetts- Bay  by  the  British  Troops  under  the 
command  of  General  Cage,  and  a  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  Colony  actually  destroyed,  the  Town  o(  Bos- 
ton having  been  long  occupied  as  a  Garrison  Town,  and, 
as  if  in  an  enemy's  country  ;  the  inhabitants  thereof  treated 
with  a  severity  not  to  be  justified  towards  declared  ene- 
mies; re-enforcements  being  also  threatened  and  every  day 
expected  to  add  to  the  misery  of  that  wretched  people, 
and  to  execute  the  cruel  determined  measures  of  Admin- 
istration against  this  and  the  rest  of  the  United  Colonies: 

And  whereas,  his  Excellency  Governour  Martin,  hath 
tnken  a  very  active  and  instrumental  share  in  opposition  to 
the  means  which  have  been  adopted  by  this  and  the  other 
I'nited  Colonies  for  their  common  safety,  as  well  to  dis- 
unite this  from  the  rest,  as  to  weaken  the  efforts  of  the 
inhabitants  of  jSorth-CaroUna  to  protect  their  lives,  liber- 
ties and  properties  against  any  force  which  may  be  exerted 
to  injure  them;  or  for  the  express  purpose  of  compelling 
us  to  submit  to  the  operation  of  the  acts: 

That  therefore,  for  the  express  and  sole  purpose  of 
securing  and  defending  this  Colony,  and  presci  viiig  it  in 
safety  against  all  attempts  to  carry  the  said  acts  into  execu- 
tion by  force  of  arms,  this  Colony  be  immediately  put  into 
a  state  of  defence. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  think  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  the  American  Association  and 
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safety  of  the  Colony,  to  raise  a  body  of  Forces,  consisting 
of  one  tliousand  men;  and  upon  the  faith  of  the  Resolve 
of  the  Continental  Congress  this  Congress  do  resolve  that 
one  thousand  men  be  immediately  raised  and  embodied. 

Whereas,  the  Committees  of  Mecldcnbur^h,  Roivan, 
Bladen,  and  Cumberland,  liave  res[)ectively  purchased  of 
sundry  persons  Gunpowder,  and  agreed  to  pay  such  price 
as  should  be  ascertained  by  this  Congress  for  the  same: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  JMecklenburgh  and 
Rowan  pay  to  the  persons  from  whom  they  received  Pow- 
der, the  sum  of  five  Shillings,  Proclamation  Money,  per 
pound  ;  and  the  Committees  of  Bladen  and  Cumberland 
four  Shillings  per  pound,  for  all  the  Gunpowder  they  have 
purchased  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Walker  and  Mr.  John  Hardin 
have  leave  to  absent  themselves  from  the  service  of  the 
Cont;ress. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 

Friday,  September  1,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
Paper  laid  before  the  Congress,  purporting  to  be  a  Con- 
federacy of  the  United  Colonies,  being  called,  was  ordered 
to  lie  over  till  Monday. 

Mr.  John  Birdsong,  Mr.  Robert  Alexander,  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Sj)encer,  and  Mr.  James  fVhitc,  have  leave  to  absent 
themselves  from  this  Congress. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  arrangement 
of  the  Military  Troops  ordered  to  be  raised  in  this  Pro- 
vince, as  part  of  and  on  the  same  establishment  with  the 
Continental  Army,  and  the  appointment  of  Officers  to  com- 
mand the  said  Troops : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  divided  into  two  Regiments, 
consisting  of  five  hundred  men  each  ;  and  that  four  hun- 
dred part  of  the  first  Regiment  be  stationed  in  the  District 
of  IVilmington,  two  hundred  in  the  District  of  Salisbury, 
two  hundred  in  the  District  of  Neivbcrn,  and  two  hun- 
dred in  the  District  of  Edenton ;  and  that  the  whole  num- 
ber composing  the  said  two  Regiments,  and  every  of  the 
above  divisions,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  disposed  of  as 
this  Congress  or  the  Council  of  Safety  shall  direct. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Officers  be  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  to  command  the  First  Regiment,  viz: 

James  Moore,  Esq.,  Colonel ;  Francis  Nash,  Esq., 
Lieutenant-Colonel;  Thomas  Clark,  Esq.,  Major;  Mr. 
William-  Williams,  Adjutant. 

Captains  in  the  First  Regiment :  William  Davis,  Tho- 
mas Allan,  Alfred  Moore,  Caleb  Granger,  JVilliam 
Ficket,  Robert  Rotvan,  John  Walker,  Henry  Dickson, 
George  Davidson,  William  Green. 

Lieutenants :  John  Lillinglon,  Joshua  Bowman,  Law- 
rence Thompson,  Thomas  Hogg,  William  Berryhill,  Hec- 
tor McNeill,  Absalom  Tatum,  Hezekiah  Rice,  William 
Brandon,  William  Hill. 

Ensigns:  Neil  McAlister,  Maurice  Moore,  Jun.,  John 
Taylor,  Howell  Tatum,  James  Childs,  Henry  Neil,  Ber- 
ryman  Turner,  George  Graham,  Robert  Rolston,  Henry 
Pope. 

For  the  Second  Regiment:  Robert  Hoive,  Esq.,  Colo- 
nel ;  Alexander  Martin,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Patten, 
Esq.,  Major;  Dr.  John  White,  First  Captain  and  Ad- 
jutant. 

Captains  in  the  Second  Regiment:  Jam,es  Blount,  Mi- 
chael Payne,  Simon  Bright,  John  Armstrong,  Henry  Ir- 
win Toole,  Hardy  Murphry,  Charles  Crawford,  Nathaniel 
Keais,  John  JValker. 

Lieutenants :  .lohn  Granger,  Clement  Hall,  William 
Fenncr,  Benjamin  Williams,  Robert  Smith,  Edward  Vail, 
Jun.,  John  Williams,  John  Herritage,  Joseph  Tate,  James 
Gee. 

Ensigns:  Henry  J'ipon,  Whitmill  Pugh,  John  Oliver, 
Philip  Low,  James  Cooke,  John  Woodhouse,  William 
Gardner,  William  Caswell,  Benjamin  Cleveland,  Joseph 
Clinch. 

The  Captains  to  take  rank  from  the  time  their  respective 
Companies  shall  be  completed;  to  be  certified  under  the 
hand  of  one  or  more  Magistrates  of  the  County,  where  the 
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men  may  be  raised  ;  and  in  case  two  or  more  Companies 
be  completed  in  one  day,  or  any  dispute  arise  about  rank, 
that  it  be  deterniined  by  a  Court-Martial. 

Doctor  Isaac  Guion  is  appointed  Surgeon  to  the  First 
Regiment,  and  Doctor  William  Pasture  Surgeon  to  the 
Second  Regiment. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Salurday,  Scptcmbrr  2,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Southern  Treasurer  informed  the  Congress  that  he 
had  advanced,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  tlie  House  of 
Assembly,  about  nine  hundred  Pounds  to  the  Delegates 
who  attended  the  two  former  Congresses  ;  that  some  Coun- 
ties had  not  paid  their  first  proportion  of  that  sum,  and 
that  only  one  County  had  paid  the  last  proportion. 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  Counties  from  which  the 
Treasurer  hath  not  received  the  said  first  proportion,  im- 
mediately pay  him  the  same  ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  return 
the  Money  he  hath  received  for  the  last  proportion  directed 
to  be  paid  him  as  aforesaid,  to  the  County  from  which  he 
received  the  same. 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  allowed 
so  much  of  the  Money  as  he  has  advanced  to  the  Dele- 
gates aforesaid,  as  shall  not  be  replaced  by  the  sums  paid, 
or  to  be  paid  him,  of  the  first  twenty  Pounds  directed  to  be 
raised  in  the  several  Counties  in  this  Province,  and  the 
same  shall  be  allowed  in  his  accounts  with  the  publick. 

IMr.  Boyd  laid  before  the  Congress  two  hundred  Pastoral 
Letters  from  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia,  addressed  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Province;  which  were  dispersed  among 
the  Members. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Adam  Boyd  be  allowed  the 

suni  of Proclamation  Money,  to  be  paid  by  the 

Publick  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  and  be  allowed  in 
their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  given  to 
William  Hooper,  Joseph  Heives,  and  Richard  Caswell, 
Esquires,  for  their  patriotick  and  faithful  discharge  of  the 
important  trust  reposed  in  them  as  Delegates  on  the  part 
of  this  Province  at  the  late  Continental  Congress. 

In  consequence  whereof,  the  President  returned  them 
thanks  in  the  follov.'ing  manner : 

Gentlf.men:  The  honourable  and  patriotick  conduct 
you  have  pursued  in  discharge  of  the  high  and  important 
trust  unanimously  committed  to  you,  with  the  most  unlimit- 
ed confidence,  by  the  late  Convention  of  this  Province, 
has  justified  and  done  honour  to  their  choice,  and  now  calls 
forth  the  grateful  thanks  of  your  fellow-citizens ;  which 
thanks,  in  order  that  the  most  honourable  testimony  of 
your  conduct  may  be  transmitted  to  posterity,  the  Con- 
gress have  commanded  me  to  deliver  in  this  place. 

I  do  accordingly,  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  return  you 
the  thanks  of  this  Congress  in  behalf  of  their  constituents, 
for  the  manly,  spirited,  and  patriotick  discharge  of  your 
duty,  as  Delegates  representing  this  Province  in  the  Grand 
Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia. 

To  which  the  Delegates  returned  the  following  answer: 
We,  the  Delegates  of  this  Province,  to  whom  our  fel- 
low-citizens thought  fit  to  consign,  with  the  most  unlimited 
confidence,  the  great  and  important  charge  of  representing 
them  in  the  late  Continental  Congress,  beg  leave  to  express 
our  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  honourable  testimony  which, 
through  you,  they  have  thought  fit  to  render  of  our  services 
in  that  ca|)acity. 

With  hearts  warmed  with  a  zealous  love  of  liberty,  and 
desirous  of  a  reconciliation  with  the  Parent  State  upon  terms 
just  and  constitutional,  we  flattered  ourselves  that  the  in- 
tegrity of  our  motives  would  plead  an  excuse  for  our  want 
of  abilities,  and  in  the  candour  and  charity  of  our  consti- 
tuents, our  well  meant,  however  feeble  endeavours  would 
find  their  apology.  Our  expectations  are  more  than  an- 
swered :  and  this  publick  approbation  of  our  conduct,  the 
greatest  reward  a  subject  can  receive  or  a  people  bestow, 
will  stimulate  us,  whether  in  private  or  publick  life  our  lot 
shall  be  cast,  to  imitate  the  virtues  of  our  patriotick  fel- 
low-citizens, and  to  be  distinguished  by  our  usefulness  in 
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society,  as  we  have  lliis  clay  been   by  the  honours  with 
which  they  have  inaiked  our  former  endeavours. 

While  our  hearts  overflow  with  gratitude  to  this  respect- 
able assembly,  we  cannot  omit  to  offer  our  best  acknow- 
ledgments to  you,  honoured  Sir,  for  the  polite  manner  in 
which  vou  liave  been  pleased  to  convey  to  us  the  sense  of 
this  House;  and  to  congratulate  them  that  tiieir  councils 
aie  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  a  character  so  justK' 
esteemed,  and  which  adds  dignity  to  the  seat  in  whicli  it 
presides. 

Resolved,  That  H'llliam  lLjop,:r,  Joseph  Jleicts.  and 
lUcliard  Caswell,  Esquires,  be,  and  are  hereby  appointed 
Delegates  in  behalf  of  this  Province,  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  to  attend  the  Genera!  Congress,  to  be  held  at  F/iila- 
dtlphia,  on  the  fifth  day  of  September  instant,  or  at  any 
other  time  and  place  tiiat  shall  be  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose. And  they  are  hereby  invested  with  such  powers  as 
may  make  any  acts  done  by  them,  or  any  of  tliem,  or  consent 
given  in  behalf  of  this  Province  (not  inconsistent  with  such 
instructions  as  may  be  gi\en  by  this  Congress)  obligatory 
upon  every  inhabitant  thereof;  and  that  each  of  them  be 
paid  five  iiundred  Pounds,  Proclamation  IVIoney,  on  per- 
forming the  services  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  by  either  of  the 
Treasurers  out  of  any  moneys  in  their  hands  :  and  this 
Congress  engage  to  indemnify  such  Treasurer  or  Treasurers 
for  money  they  may  advance  on  that  account. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Devotion  Davis,  Michael  Ro- 
gers and  Joseph  Spruill  have  leave  of  absence  during  this 
session. 

The  Order  of  the  Day.  for  considering  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  relative  to  the  state  of  the  Publick  Funds, 
being  read,  was  ordered  to  lie  over  till  Monday  next. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 

Monday,  Siiptembcr  4,  177J. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

His  Honour  the  President  laid  before  the  Congress  a 
Letter  from  Mr.  Bigglcston,  the  Governour's  Secretary, 
asking  the  favour  of  this  Congress  to  give  sanction  and 
safe  conduct  to  the  removal  of  the  most  valuable  effects  of 
Governour  Martin  on  board  the  Man-of-VVar,  and  his 
Coach  and  Horses  to  Mr.  Farquard  Campbell's. 

Resolved,  That  if  Mr.  Biggleston  should  think  proper 
to  remove  on  board  the  Man-of-War  all  the  Governour's 
effects,  as  well  as  his  Excellency's  Coach  and  Horses,  as 
every  article  thereof,  this  Congress  is  even  ready  to  give 
them,  as  to  all  otlier  private  property,  every  safeguard 
and  security  in  their  power  to  prevent  their  receiving  any 
molestation  or  injury,  however  ideal  tiie  fears  of  Mr.  Big- 
gleston in  this  instance  may  be  of  meeting  any  interrup- 
tion  in  carrying  such  design  into  execution ;  but  as  Air. 
Farquard  Campbell,  a  member  of  this  Congress,  has  ex- 
pressed a  sincere  desire  that  the  Coach  and  Horses  should 
not  be  sent  to  his  house  in  Cumberland,  and  is  amazed 
that  such  a  proposal  should  have  been  made  without  his 
approbation  or  privity,  they  conceive  they  can  by  no  means 
suffer  the  Coach  and  Horses  to  be  removed  to  Cumberland 
County.  This  House  further  take  this  opportunity  to  ex- 
press their  surprise  at  his  Excellency  the  Governour  having 
deserted  the  Palace,  as  he  might  have  enjoyed  all  the  con- 
veniences of  the  same  in  a  state  of  perfect  security,  without 
insult  or  injury  to  his  person  or  property. 

Resolved,  That  Farquard  Campbell,  Esquire,  hath,  in 
the  oj)inion  of  this  Congress,  conducted  iiimself  as  an  hon- 
est member  of  society  and  a  friend  to  the  American  cause; 
and  that  any  confidential  expressions  that  have  been  drop- 
ped by  Governour  Martin,  or  any  of  his  friends,  with 
respect  to  any  reliance  they  may  liave  upon  the  services 
of  the  said  Farquard  Crtmp/;t// against  the  American  cause, 
have  been  without  any  encouragement  from  the  said  Far- 
quard Campbell,  but  have  been  made  use  of  in  order  to 
bring  his  cliaracter  into  distrust,  and  lessen  tiie  esteem  which 
for  his  faithful  services  he  deserves  from  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  give  Certificates  to  such 
of  the  Protesters,  as  from  a  conviction  of  the  evil  of  their 
past  conduct,  have  or  shall  hereafter  sign  the  Association 
or  Test  entered   into  by  the  Members  of  this  Congress 


during  this  session,  setting  forth  that  they  are  accepted  as 
friends  to  American  liberty. 

Ordered,  Mr.  Hambright  have  leave  to  absent  himself 
from  the  service  of  the  Congress. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  taking  into  con- 
sideration a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  Confederation  of  the 
L'nited  Colonies: 

Resolved,  The  Congress  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House. 

The  Congress  resolved  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  accordingly,  and  unanimously  chose  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Patillo  Chairman  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
came  to  a  Resolution  thereon. 

On  motion,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Chairman  reported  as  follows,  to  wit : 

That  the  Committee  have  taken  into  consideration  the 
plan  of  a  General  Confederation  between  the  L'nited  Colo- 
nies, and  are  of  opinion  that  the  same  is  not  at  present 
eligible.  And  it  is  also  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that 
the  Delegates  for  this  Province  ought  to  be  instructed  not 
to  consent  to  any  plan  of  Confederation,  which  may  be 
offered  in  an  ensuing  Congress,  until  the  same  shall  be 
laid  befoie  and  a])proved  by  the  Provincial  Congress. 

That  the  present  Association  ought  to  be  further  relied 
on  for  bringing  about  a  reconciliation  with  the  Parent  State  ; 
and  a  further  Confederacy  ought  only  to  be  adopted  in 
case  of  the  last  necessity. 

Then,  on  motion,  Resolved,  The  Congress  do  approve 
of  the  above  Resolution. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Tuesday,  September  5,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  Reverend  Mr.  Patillo, 
Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  T/tomas  Harvey,  Mr.  Miles  Harvey,  Mr. 
Crcddy,  Mr.  IVilliam  Bryan,  Mr.  Jelhro  Sumner,  and 
Mr.  Matthias  Brickie,  have  leave  to  absent  themselves 
from  the  service  of  the  Congress. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  IVillic  Jones,  }ilr.  Aash 
and  Mr.  John  Ashe  be  a  Committee  of  this  Congress  to 
make  an  arrangement  of  Minute-Men  for  the  safety  of  the 
Province,  and  report  their  proceedings  to  this  Congress. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Skinner,  Mr.  Starkey, 
Mr.  Locke,  Mr.  Caswell,  Mr.  Thomas  Person,  Mr.  Burke, 
and  Mr.  Coor,  be  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
that  they  make  report  of  their  proceedings. 

Mr.  Caswell,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
rejjorted  as  follows,  viz  : 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  thousand  men  to  be  raised  and  paid  at  the 
expense  of  the  Continent,  ought  to  be  defrayed  out  of  tlie 
fund  provided  for  that  purpose  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress ;  and  that  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  such  officers  as 
they  shall  empower,  do  draw  for  one  hundred  thousand 
Dollars  immediately,  and  for  oilier  sums  as  there  may  be 
occasion  afterwards. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  sixty  thou- 
sand Pounds  be  emitted  in  paper  Bills  of  Credit,  to  be 
applieil  towards  defraying  the  expense  of  the  Militia  and 
Minute-Men,  for  purchasing  Arms  and  .\mmunition,  and 
paying  bounties  ibr  the  encouragement  of  Manufactures, 
expresses  and  other  contingences  ;  this  sum  to  be  sunk  by 
a  tax  of  two  Shillings  every  year  on  each  taxable  person 
in  this  Province,  to  commence  for  the  year  1777,  and 
continue  for  seven  years  after  its  commencement. 

Richard  Caswell,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  The  said  Report  lie  for  further  consideration. 
The   Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock.  _  ^ 

Wednesday,  Septoniber  6,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

liesolvcd,  That  Mr.  Pcnn,  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  fVebb, 
Mr.  Blount,  Mr.  Locke,  and  Mr.  Coor,  be  a  Committee 
to  recommend  proper  persons  for  Commissaries  for  the 
several  Troops. 
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Tiie  aforesaid  Committee  returned,  and  reported  that 
several  gentlemen  had  offered  themselves  as  candidates, 
which  they  approved  of,  and  recommended  that  the  House 
should  make  choice  of  four  of  the  said  gentlemen  for  that 
purpose. 

Pursuant  to  which  Mr.  fVilliam  Kennon  was  appointed 
Commissary  for  the  District  of  IVUmiugion,  Mr.  Robert 
Salter  Commissary  for  the  District  of  Newbern,  Mr. 
Andreiv  Knox  Commissary  for  the  District  of  Edenton, 
and  Mr.  Robert  Lanier  Commissary  for  the  District  of 
Salisbury. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Needham  Bryan,  Mr.  Hinton,  Mr. 
Jacob  Blount,  Mr.  Hilliam  Bryan,  and  Mr.  Duncan  La- 
mon,  have  leave  to  absent  themselves  from  the  service  of 
this  Congress. 

Mr.  Archibald  Machine,  Chairman  from  the  Committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  plan  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  internal  peace,  order  and  safety  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  making  such  arrangement  in  the  civil  police  of 
this  Province,  he,  laid  the  same  before  the  Congress, 
which  was  read. 

Ordered,  The  same  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday,  September  7,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  House  taking  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and   INIeans,  came  to  the  following 
Resolution,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-Five  Thousand   Dollars  be  emitted  by  this  Con- 
gress in  Bills  of  Credit,  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  this  Province  be  pledged  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  Bills  of  Credit  now  directed  to  be  emit- 
ted. 

Resolved,  That   the  number  and  denomination  of  the 
Bills  be  as  follows,  viz : 

4,000,  of  one-fourth  of  a  Dollar,  is      1,000  Dollars. 
4,000,  of  half  a  Dollar,  is  2,000 

4,000,  of  one  Dollar,  is  4,000       " 

4,000,  of  two  Dollars,  is  8,000 

4,000,  of  three         "  1-2,000 

4,000,  of  four  "  16,000 

4,000,  of  five  "  20,000       " 

4,000,  of  eii^ht  "  32,000 

3,000,  of  ten  "  30,000 

Resolved,  That  the  form  of  the  Bills  be  as  follows: 

"  North-Carolina  Currency. 
"  No.  ...  ....  Dollars. 

"  This  Bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  ....  Sjnmish 

milled  dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  and  silver,  accord- 
ing to  the  Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Hillsbo- 
rough, the  21st  day  oi'  August,  1775." 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Johnston,  Mr,  Richard 
Caswell,  Mr.  Richard  Cogdell,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Knot,  or 
the  survivors  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  get  proper  Plates 
engraved,  and  to  provide  Paper,  and  to  agree  with  an  En- 
graver to  stamp  or  print  the  said  Bills,  and  to  frame  devi- 
ces for  the  same ;  and  that  they  be  and  are  hereby  fully 
authorized  to  superintend  the  press,  to  have  the  oversight 
and  care  of  stamping  or  printing  the  Bills  of  Credit  so  to 
be  struck,  and  to  number  and  sign  the  same  ;  and  after 
numbering  and  signing  them,  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the 
Treasurers,  or  one  of  them,  taking  his  or  their  receipt  for 
the  Bills  so  delivered :  and  that  they  be  allowed  the  sum 
of  fifty  Pounds  each  for  such  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  sum  be  simk  by  a  tax  of  two 
Shillings  every  year  on  each  taxable  person  within  this 
Province,  to  commence  for  the  year  1777,  and  continue 
for  nine  years,  unless  the  money  should  be  sooner  sunk. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  person  shall  refuse  to  receive  the 
publick  Bills  of  Credit  by  this  Congress  directed  to  be 
emitted,  in  payment  of  any  debt  or  demand,  or  shall  re- 
fuse to  give  them  credit,  or  speak  disrespectfully  of  the 
said  Bills,  or  shall  offer  a  greater  sum  of  the  said  Bills  in 
exchange  than  at  the  rate  of  eight  Shillings  for  a  Dollar, 
such  person  shall  be  treated  as  an  enemy  to  his  Country  ; 


and  it  is  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province 
to  have  no  further  connection  or  dealing  with  him. 

Resolved,  That  where  any  person  shall  be  accused  of 
counterfeiting,  altering,  or  erasing  any  Bill  or  Bills  of  Cre- 
dit of  this  Province  emitted  by  virtue  of  the  Resolves  of 
this  Congress,  or  shall  knowingly  pass  or  utter,  or  with 
intent  to  pass  or  utter  shall  offer  the  same  to  any  person 
or  persons,  (oath  being  made  thereof,  or  sufficient  pregnant 
circumstances  made  appear,  before  any  three  Members  of 
the  Committee  of  the  County  where  he  shall  be  appre- 
hended, or  the  nearest  Town,)  such  person  shall  by  the 
said  Members  of  Committees,  be  committed  to  the  jail  of 
the  District  where  the  offence  is  supposed  to  be  commit- 
ted, there  to  remain  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  thereof.  And  the  said  Conmiittee  shall 
inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  accusation,  and  if  it  shall 
appear  to  twelve  of  them  that  there  is  sufficient  proof  to 
convict  him,  he  shall  be  remanded  to  prison,  there  to  remain 
until  a  convenient  power  shall  be  established  for  hearing 
and  determining  the  matter,  agreeable  to  the  constitutional 
mode  heretofore  used  in  all  capital  cases ;  and  if  he  shall 
be  convicted  on  such  future  hearing,  or  shall  stand  mute, 
or  challenge  more  than  twenty  of  the  petit  jury,  he  shall 
suffer  death  as  a  felon,  without  benefit  of  clergy.  But  if 
the  said  Committee  shall  be  of  opinion  that  there  is  not 
sufficient  proof  to  convict  him,  he  shall  be  discharged  ;  and 
the  persons  who  shall  first  commit  him  shall  lake  neces- 
sary measures  to  compel  the  witnesses,  as  well  for  as 
against  him,  to  appear  at  the  meeting  of  the  said  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  and  give  testimony. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Johnston,  Mr.  Richard 
Caswell,  Mr.  Richard  Cogdell,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Knoi, 
shall,  previously  to  their  taking  upon  them  the  trust  re- 
posed in  them  by  the  above  Resolve,  enter  into  bond  with 
good  and  sufficient  security,  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
Pounds,  Proclamation  Money,  each,  payable  to  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Provincial  Council,  for  the  use  of  this  Province, 
with  condition  that  be  shall  duly  and  faithfully  execute 
and  discharge  the  said  trust  reposed  in  him,  according  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  Congress ;  which  bond 
shall  be  lodged  with  the  Provincial  Council,  and  in  case  of 
a  breach  in  the  condition  thereof,  may  be  put  in  suit,  and 
recovered  to  the  use  of  this  Province.  And  if  any  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  as  aforesaid  should  die,  remove 
out  of  the  Province,  or  refuse  to  act,  the  surviving  Com- 
missioners, or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  appoint  others  or 
another  in  the  room  of  liim  or  them  so  dying,  refusing  to 
act,  or  removing,  which  Commissioner  or  Commissioners 
so  appointed,  shall  enter  into  bond  as  aforesaid  :  And  such 
Commissioner  shall,  before  his  entering  into  office,  take  the 
following  oath,  to  wit: 

"I,  A,  B,  do  swear  upon  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  j4/- 
mighty  God,  that  I  will  in  consequence  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  me  by  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Province,  faith- 
fully execute  the  same;  that  I  will  not  stamp,  sign,  or 
emit,  or  knowingly  sutler  to  be  stamped,  signed,  or  emitted, 
more  Bills  than  such  as  have  been  described  by  the  said 
Congress ;  and  as  soon  as  such  Bills  are  emitted,  that  the 
Plates  used  in  stamping  the  same  be  destroyed." 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers  be  allowed  for  receiving 
and  paying  away  the  said  Bills  one  per  cent. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee,  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
plan  for  regulating  Minute-Men  and  Militia,  being  taken 
into  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Province  be  divided  into  six  Dis- 
tricts, as  they  stood  heretofore  under  the  Superiour  Court 
Law,  viz:  Edenton,  Halifax,  Hillsborough,  fVilminglon, 
JSewbern,  and  Salisbury,  Districts. 

That  a  Battalion,  consisting  of  ten  Companies  of  fifty 
men  rank  and  file  each,  be  raised  in  each  District ;  and  a 
Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Major,  ten  Captains,  ten 
Lieutenants,  ten  Ensigns,  twenty  Sergeants,  ten  Drummers, 
and  ten  Filers,  be  allowed  for  every  Battalion. 

That  the  Field-Officers  for  each  and  every  Battalion  be 
recommended  by  the  several  Districts,  and  ap|)ointed  by 
the  Congress  ;  and  that  the  number  of  Men  to  be  enlisted 
in  the  several  Counties  in  the  different  Districts,  be  also 
recommended  by  the  several  Districts,  as  nearly  as  may  be 
to  the  number  of  effective  Men  in  each  County. 

That  the  Field-Officers  in  each  District  appoint  a  suit- 
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able  person  or  persons  in  each  County  to  enlist  Minute- 
Men  ;  wliicli  said  Minute-Men,  when  their  Companies  are 
completed,  shall  choose  their  Captains,  Lieutenants  and 
Ensi>'ns:  and  the  said  Captains,  Lieutenants  and  En- 
signs^of  each  Company  shall  appoint  their  respective  ISon- 
commissioned  Officers. 

That  the  Field-Otlicers  and  Captains  of  each  District 
a{)i)oint  an  Adjutant. 

That  the  persons  a|)pointed  to  enlist  Minute-Men  in 
each  County  may  take  voluntc'ers,  coming  ol'  their  own 
accord  from  other  Counties,  hut  shall  not  go  into  any  other 
County  to  enlist,  without  |)crmission  of  the  Comnnltee  of 
such  County  in  writing. 

Thai  when  any  C()m|)any  is  completed,  and  the  Olli- 
cers  chosen,  the  (Japtain  shall  give  notice  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  County  Committee,  who  shall  thereupon  call  tlie 

Co littee  together  to  review  the  said  Company  at  such 

j>lace  as  the  Chairman  shall  think  projjcr;  and  the  Com- 
mittee, or  a  majority  of  them,  tinding  the  Company  com- 
plete with  able  and  proper  men,  shall  grant  a  certificate 
thereof  to  the  Captain,  specifying  the  Comity  and  day,  by 
which  certificates  the  priority  or  rank  of  the  Caiilains  in 
the  ditieient  Battalions  shall  be  determined:  and  that  the 
])recede[ice  or  rank  of  the  different  Battalions  be  deter- 
mined also  as  they  are  soonest  embodied;  which  shall  be 
ascertained  and  certified  by  the  Members  of  the  Provin- 
cial Council  lor  the  respective  Districts  where  such  Batta- 
lion belong.  Should  two  Captains'  certificates  bear  date 
the  same  day,  the  Members  of  the  Provincial  Council  for 
the  District  shall  decide  between  them.  Should  two  Bat- 
talions or  Colonels'  certificates  bear  the  same  date,  tlie 
Provincial  Council  shall  determine  the  rank. 

That  the  Provincial  Council  enter  the  returns  or  certifi- 
cates of  the  County  Committees  and  the  Committees  of 
Safety  in  a  book  lor  the  purj)ose,  and  issue  commissions 
accordingly. 

That  the  Captains,  or  persons  appointed  to  enlist,  in  en- 
listing men,  give  a  preference  to  those  who  have  guns  ol 
their  own  ;  but  if  it  be  found  necessary  to  lake  such  as 
have  none,  that  then  the  Captain  certify  the  same  to  the 
Committees  of  the  Counties  to  which  they  belong,  who 
shall  thereupon  borrow  such  guns  as  are  fit  for  service, 
giving  receipts  describing  such  guns,  and  the  value  thereof, 
to  tlie  owners,  that  they  may  iiereafter  get  tliein  again,  or 
the  value  of  them.  And  the  said  Committees  shall  take 
receipts  in  like  manner  of  the  Captains  for  guns  thus  sup- 
plied ;  which  receipts  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  i'rovincial 
Council :  and  the  Captains  shall  produce  such  guns  w  hen 
demanded,  pay  the  value  of  them,  or  shew  that  they  have 
been  lost  by  unavoidable  accident  to  the  publick. 

That  an  allowance  be  made  after  the  rate  of  ten  Shil- 
lings per  annum  for  a  good  smooth  bore  oi-  Musket,  and 
twenty  Shillings  for  a  RiHe,  to  the  owners  for  the  use  of 
their  guns,  in  the  case  above  mentioned. 

That  the  Minute-Men  as  soon  as  they  are  enlisted,  and 
approved  by  Com|)anies  as  above,  be  embodied  in  Bat- 
talions at  or  near  the  Towns  aforesaid,  in  the  different 
Districts,  there  to  continue  in  training  for  fourteen  days 
successively,  iSuiuhiys  inclusive  ;  and  that  each  and  every 
Miiiute-Man  be  allowed  one  day's  pay  for  every  twenty 
miles  in  travelling  to  and  from  the  place  of  training  by 
Battalions:  After  this,  that  the  different  Companies  in 
their  respective  Counties  muster  at  least  once  a  fortnight, 
on  such  days  and  such  places  as  their  Captains  shall 
direct. 

That  the  Adjutant  for  each  District  be  employed  for  six 
months,  and  allowed  the  sum  of  fifteen  Poimds  per  month, 
and  attend  in  the  different  Counties  to  his  District  belong- 
ing by  rotation  ;  and  the  Field-Ofiicers  in  each  District, 
shall  have  power  to  remove  such  Adjutant  for  misbehaviour, 
and  appoint  another  in  his  stead. 

That  the  Officers  and  Men  while  training  by  Batta- 
lions, and  when  called  into  actual  service,  have  pay  as  fol- 
lows :  A  Colonel  per  day,  fourteen  shillings  three  farthings, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  eleven  shillings  and  five  pence.  Major 
nine  shillings  and  six  pence.  Captain  five  shillings  and  eight 
pence  half-penny.  Lieutenant  five  shillings  and  nine  pence 
three  farthings.  Ensigns  two  shillings  and  ten  pence  farthing. 
Sergeant  two  shillings  and  three  pence  farthing,  Corporal, 
Drummer  and  Fifer  two  shillings  half-penny,  a  Private  man 
one  shilling  and  ten  pence  three  larlhings. 


That  the  Special  Committee  herein  before  mentioned 
appoint  a  Commissary  of  i\lustiTs  for  every  District,  and 
shall  be  allowed  eight  pence  per  day  for  victualling  each 
and  every  man.  That  a  bounty  of  twenty-five  shillings 
be  allowed  for  every  private  man  and  Non-commissioned 
Officer,  to  buy  a  Hunting-Shirt,  Leggins  or  Spatterdashes, 
and  black  Carters,  uhich  shall  be  the  Uniform  ;  and  that 
the  manual  exercise  for  the  said  Minute-Men  be  that  recom- 
ni' nded  by  His  Majesty  in  1764.  And  if  any  Officer  or 
Minute-Man  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  attend  battalion  duty 
he  shall  forfeit  two  da\s'  pay  for  every  day  he  is  absent, 
giving  to  the  deliiH|uent  the  privilege  of  making  excuse 
any  lime  during  battalion  exercise  or  training,  which  excuse 
shall  be  allowed  or  disallowed  by  a  Court-AIarlial  consist- 
ing of  the  l"'ield-Officers  and  Captains  to  each  Battalion 
belonging ;  the  same  to  be  levied  on  the  estate  ol  the 
delinquent,  by  any  person  or  persons  by  the  said  Court 
appointed,  and  applied  according  to  act  of  Assembly  for 
regulating  the  .Militia. 

That  each  and  every  Company  make  such  regulations 
as  to  them  shall  seem  best,  for  non-attendance,  disobedi- 
ence and  misbehaviour  at  mustirs  by  Companies;  pro- 
vided, thai  the  Commanding  Officer  or  Captain  niay,  if 
found  necessary,  give  leave  of  absence  to  any  inferiour 
officer  or  privaie  man;  the  first  in  battalion  duty,  the  last  in 
Company  musters. 

That  the  Minute-Men  be  enlisted  for  six  months,  and 
whenever  called  into  actual  service,  be  subject  and  bountl 
by  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Continental  Army 
jiiovided  by  the  Continental  Congress ;  and  if  any  Officer 
or  Minulc-Man,  during  his  attendance  on  training  duty 
by  Battalions,  shall  refuse  to  obey  the  commands  of  his 
superiour  Officer,  or  behave  refractory  or  indecently,  such 
oti'ender  shall  and  may  be  confined  for  any  time  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-four  hours,  and  fined  in  any  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fourteen  days'  pay,  as  shall  be  determined  by  the 
judgment  of  a  Couri-Martial,  to  be  held  as  aforesaid ;  the 
fines  to  be  levied  and  applied  as  herein  before  directed. 

That  in  case  of  insurrections,  invasions,  or  other  emer- 
gency, such  Ca|)tain  or  Captains  as  may  be  nearest  to  the 
scene  of  action,  or  fii'st  informed  of  the  danger,  shall  lia\e 
jiower  to  order  all  or  part  of  his  or  their  men,  as  may  be 
necessary,  into  immediate  service,  and  shall  give  notice  to 
the  Colonel  or  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Battalion  to 
which  he  or  they  belong  ;  and  ihe  Colonel  or  Command- 
ing Officer  shall,  upon  such  information  from  a  Captain,  or 
in  the  first  instance,  have  power  to  order  all  or  every  part 
of  the  Battalion,  as  he  shall  think  proper,  into  service,  and 
inarch  them  to  any  part  of  his  District:  but  he  shall  give 
notice  to  the  Committee  of  Safely  of  his  District,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  their  orders  w  hen  convened  ;  but  as  soon  as 
the  Provincial  Council  shall  meet,  the  power  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  Siifet)'  shall  cease  with  respect  to  such  Battalion, 
and  the  Colonel,  or  Commanding  Officer  thereof,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  said  Council. 

That  the  Regular  Officers  shall  lake  rank  of  the  Min- 
ute-Officers of  the  same  rank,  and  the  Minute-Officers 
shall  lake  rank  of  the  IMilitia  Officers  of  the  same  rank ; 
but  the  Minute-Men  shall  not  he  under  the  command  of 
the  Militia  Officers,  nor  the  Militia  under  the  command  of 
the  Minute-Officers,  unless  when  drawn  in  actual  service. 
That  a  Colonel  of  the  Minute-Men  shall  take  rank  of  a 
Lieutrnant-Colonel  of  the  Regulars;  and  a  Colonel  of 
the  Militia  take  rank  of  a  Lieutenaui-Colunel  of  the  Min- 
ute-Men. 

And  that  every  Officer,  or  Minute-Man,  who  shall  refuse 
or  unreasonably  delay  conforming  to  the  above  directions, 
with  respect  to  insurrections,  isic,  shall,  for  such  refusal 
or  delay,  suffer  such  punishment,  (death  excepted,)  or  pay 
such  fine  as  shall  be  adjudged  by  a  ('ourt-Martial  consist- 
ing of  the  Field-Officers  and  Captains  to  his  Battalion 
belonging;  provided,  that  if  any  Officer  shall  think  him- 
self aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  such  Court-Martial,  he 
may  appeal  to  the  Provincial  Council,  whose  determina- 
tion shall  be  final :  the  said  fines  and  forfeitures  to  be  levied 
and  applied  as  herein  before  directed. 

And  with  respect  to  the  Militia,  your  Committee  have 
further  resolved  that  the  Field-Officers  be  appointed  by 
Congress ;  the  Captains,  Lieutenants  and  Ensigns  by  the 
Committees  of  their  respective  Counties:  and  the  Com- 
iniitees  shall  certify  the  names  of  the  Officers  so  elected, 
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to  the  Provincial  Council,  that  commissions  may  issue 
accordingly.  That  the  Colonel  or  Commanding  Officer 
in  such  County  have  power  to  order  two  General  Musters 
in  every  year ;  and  that  the  Captains  shall  muster  their 
Companies  once  a  month,  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  beini; 
subject  to  the  same  fines  and  punishments  for  non-attend- 
ance, &ic.,  at  these  musters,  as  are  directed  by  law  for 
regulating  the  Militia. 

That  an  Adjutant  be  appointed  by  the  Field-Officers  of 
each  County,  who  shall  attend  on  general  and  private 
muster  of  his  said  County,  and  shall  be  paid  eight  Shil- 
lings per  day  for  every  day  he  attends,  to  be  certified  by 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  their  respective  Regiments  or 
Companies. 

That  the  Committees  of  Safety  in  their  respective  Dis- 
tricts, upon  any  emergency,  have  power  to  order  the  Mi- 
litia into  service;  their  power  to  cease,  however,  in  this 
respect,  as  soon  as  the  Provincial  Council  shall  meet  and 
issue  orders,  and  that  in  other  respects  the  Militia  be  regu- 
lated by  the  law  for  that  purpose  ;  provided,  except  where- 
in it  is,  or  may  be,  contradictory  to  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Congress. 

And  provided  also,  that  every  puhlick  Ferry-keeper 
shall  set  over  ferry  fiee  every  person  who  shall  attend  nuis- 
ters  as  Militia  or  Minute-Men,  at  all  such  times  as  they 
siiall  be  called  upon  by  their  respective  Officers. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  that  was  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  was  laid  over  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Ashe  be  allowed  four  Pounds, 
for  so  much  advanced  by  him  to  Stephen  Jackson,  a  Mus- 
senger  appointed  by  this  Congress  to  take,  and  bring  in  cus- 
tody, James  Cotton  and  others,  before  this  Congress. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Friday,  .Sopterabor  8,  177.'). 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  milie  Jones,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
Thomas  Ferson,  and  Mr.  Long,  be  a  Committee  to  state 
and  settle  Mr.  James  Davis's  Account,  for  services  done 
as  Printer  to  this  Province. 

Mr.  Hooper  laid  before  the  House  an  Address  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  British  Empire;  and  the  same  being 
read  was  unanimously  received,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Fkiends  and  Fellow-Citizens:  The  fate  of  the  con- 
test which  at  present  subsists  between  these  American 
Colonies,  and  the  British  Ministers  who  now  sit  at  the 
helm  of  publick  affairs,  will  be  one  of  the  most  important 
epochs  which  can  mark  the  annals  of  the  British  history. 
Foreign  Nations  with  anxious  expectation  wait  the  residt, 
and  see  with  amazement  the  blind  infatuated  policy  which 
the  present  Administration  pursues  to  subjugate  these  Co- 
lonies, and  reduce  them,  from  being  loyal  and  useful  sub- 
jects, to  an  absolute  dependance  and  abject  slavery;  as  if 
the  descendants  of  those  ancestors  who  have  shed  rivers 
of  blood,  and  expended  millions  of  treasure,  in  fixing  upon 
a  lasting  foundation  the  liberties  of  the  British  Constitu- 
tion, saw  with  envy  the  once  liappy  state  of  tliis  western 
region,  and  strove  to  exterminate  the  patterns  of  those  vir- 
tues which  shone  with  a  lustre  tlial  bid  fair  to  rival  and 
eclipse  their  own. 

To  enjoy  the  fruits  of  our  own  honest  industry;  to  call 
that  oin-  own  which  we  earn  with  the  labour  of  our  hands, 
and  the  sweat  of  our  brows ;  to  regulate  that  internal 
policy  by  which  we,  and  not  they,  are  to  be  affected  ; 
these  are  the  mighty  boons  we  ask.  And  traitors,  rebels, 
and  every  harsh  appellation  that  malice  can  dictate,  or  the 
virulence  of  language  express,  are  the  returns  which  we 
receive  to  the  most  huinble  petitions  and  earnest  supplica- 
tions. We  have  been  told  that  independence  is  our  object; 
that  we  seek  to  shake  off  all  connection  with  the  Parent 
State.  Cruel  suggestion  !  Do  not  all  our  professions,  all 
our  actions,  uniformly  contradict  this? 

We  again  declare,  and  we  invoke  that  Almighty  Beiuf 
who  searches  the  recesses  of  the  human  heart,  and  knows 
our  most  secret  intentions,  that  it  is  our  most  earnest  wish 
and  prayer  to  be  restored,  with  the  other  United  Colonies, 
to  the  state  in  which  we  and  they  were  placed  before  the 
year  17G3 ;  disposed  to  glance  over  any  regulations  which 


Britain  had  made  previous  to  this,  and  which  seem  to  be 
injurious  and  oppressive  to  these  Colonies,  hoping  that  at 
some  future  day  she  will  benignly  interpose,  and  remove 
from  us  every  cause  of  complaint. 

Whenever  we  have  departed  from  the  forms  of  the  Con- 
stitution, our  own  safety  and  self-preservation  have  dictated 
the  expedient;  and  if  in  any  instances  we  have  assumed 
powers  which  the  laws  invest  in  the  Sovereign,  or  his 
representatives,  it  has  been  only  in  defence  of  our  persons, 
properties  and  those  rights  which  God  and  the  Constitu- 
tion have  made  inalienably  ours.  As  soon  as  the  cause  of 
our  fears  and  apprehensions  are  removed,  with  joy  will  we 
return  these  powers  to  their  regular  channels  ;  and  such  in- 
stitutions, formed  from  mere  necessity,  shall  end  with  that 
necessity  that  created  them. 

These  expressions  flow  from  an  affection  bordering  upon 
devotion  to  the  succession  of  the  House  of  Hanover  as  by 
law  established,  from  subjects  who  view  it  as  a  monument 
tiiat  does  honour  to  hunian  nature — a  monument  capable 
of  teaching  Kings  how  glorious  it  is  to  reign  over  a  free 
people.  These  are  the  heartfelt  effusions  of  men  ever 
ready  to  spend  their  blood  and  treasure,  when  constitution- 
ally called  upon,  in  support  of'succession  of  His  Majesty 
King  George  the  Third,  his  crown  and  dignity;  and  who 
fervently  wish  to  transmit  his  reign  to  future  ages  as  the 
era  of  common  happiness  to  his  People. 

Could  these  our  sentiments  reach  the  throne,  surely 
our  Sovereign  would  forbid  the  horrours  of  war  and  deso- 
lation to  intrude  into  tliis  once  peaceful  and  happy  land, 
and  would  stop  that  deluge  of  human  blood  which  now 
threatens  to  overflow  this  Colony — blood  too  precious  to 
he  shed  but  in  a  couunon  cause  against  tlie  common  enemy 
of  Great  Britain  and  her  sons. 

This  declaration  we  hold  forth  as  a  testimony  of  loy- 
alty to  our  Sovereign,  and  affection  to  our  Parent  State, 
and  as  a  sincere  earnest  of  our  present  and  future  inten- 
tions. 

We  hope  hereby  to  remove  those  impressions,  which 
have  been  made  by  the  representations  of  ueuk  and  wicked 
men,  to  the  prejudice  of  this  Colony,  who  thereby  intended 
that  the  rectitude  of  our  designs  might  be  brought  into  dis- 
trust, and  sedition,  anarchy  and  confusion  spread  through 
this  loyal  Province. 

We  have  discharged  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  the  world, 
to  ourselves,  and  to  posterity;  and  may  the  Almighty  God 
give  success  to  the  means  we  make  use  of,  so  far  as  they 
are  aimed  to  produce  just,  lawful  and  good  purposes,  and 
the  salvation  and  happiness  of  the  whole  British  Empire. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  draw 
on  the  Continental  Treasury,  out  of  the  sum  directed  to 
be  drawn  out  of  the  Continental  Funds  for  the  use  of  the 
Army,  five  hundred  Pounds  for  each  of  the  three  Dele- 
gates appointed  to  attend  the  Continental  Congress  in 
behalf  of  this  Province,  instead  of  the  like  sum  ordered 
to  be  paid  them  out  of  the  Provincial  Treasury. 

Resolved,  That  the  Continental  Troops  to  be  raised  in 
this  Province  be  kept  in  pay  three  months,  unless  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  should  judge  it  necessary  to  continue  them 
longer;  and  the  said  Council  are  empowered  to  disband 
them  at  any  time  before,  or  after  the  term  of  three  months, 
when  they  shall  judge  that  their  service  is  unnecessary. 

!\Ir.  John  fl'alker  is  appointed  Captain  of  a  Company 
in  the  Hillsborough  District,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  John 
fVilliams,  who  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  the  Recruiting  Officers  of  the  Conti- 
nental Army  to  be  raised  in  this  Province,  advance  to  each 
Non-commissioned  Officer  and  Soldier  who  shall  be  enlist- 
ed, foi-ty  Shillings,  in  part  of  his  fii'st  month's  pay;  that  ten 
Shillings  be  allowed  to  each  Captain,  Lieutenant,  or  En- 
sign, for  every  man  which  they  shall  respectively  enlist 
and  enrol  as  a  Soldier  in  the  said  service,  as  a  full  com- 
pensation for  their  expenses  in  recruitin"  their  men. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Johnston,  Esquire,  be,  and  is 
hereby  appointed  Treasurer  for  the  Northern  District,  and 
Richard  Casivell,  Esquire,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed 
Treasurer  for  the  Southern  District;  which  said  Treasurers 
respectively  are  invested  with  the  same  powei-s  and  autho- 
rities, and  entitled  to  the  same  emoluments,  and  liable  to 
the  like  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  as  Treasurers  were 
by  an   act  of  Assembly  of  this  Province,  passed  in  i:!e 
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year  1773.  entitled  "An  Act  for  appointing  publick  Trea- 
surers, and  directing  their  duty  in  office  ;"'  and  that  each 
of  them,  before  ihey  enter  on  the  execution  ol  the  said 
office,  shall  give  bond  and  sufficient  security  ni  the  sum  ol 
fifty  thousand  Pounds,  Proclamation  Money,  to  the  Provin- 
cial Council. 

Mr.  Farquard  Campbell  and  Mr.  Kbiir  ha\e  leave  to 
absent  themselves  from  the  service  of  this  Congress. 

Mr.  Casiucll  informed  the  Congress,  that  as  they  had 
done  him  the  honour  of  appointing  liiin  Treasurer  of  the 
Southern  District  of  this  Province,  and  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  publick  Bills  of  Credit,  iiis  attending  those  duties 
would  render  it  entirely  out  of  his  power  to  attend  the 
Continental  Congress,  as  one  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Pro- 
vince :  he  therefore  requested  this  Congress  would  be  pleased 
to  appoint  some  other  gentleman  in  his  stead. 

Whereupon,  it  is  Resolved,  That  John  Fenn,  Esquire, 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  a  Delegate  in  behalf  of 
this  Province,  in  conjunction  with  H'illiam  Hooper  and 
Joseph  Hcwes,  Esquires,  and  that  he  be  invested  with  the 
same  powers,  and  entitled  to  the  same  allowance,  that  the 
said  Richard  Caswell  would  have  been  vested  with  and 
entitled  to,  under  a  former  resolution  of  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary,  as  soon  as  this  Congress 
rises,  deliver  the  Journals  to  Mr.  James  Green,  who  is 
directed  to  transcribe  a  fair  copy  immediately,  and  deliver  it 
to  Mr.  James  Davis,  who  is  desired  to  print  the  same,  and 
send  a  copy  to  each  of  the  Members  of  this  Congress  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  IVade  laid  before  the  Congress  a  Letter  from  John 
Coulson,  with  a  Recantation  and  Association  entered  into, 
and  signed  by  a  number  of  the  people  called  Protesters, 
with  which  this  House  is  satisfied. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  six 
o'clock. 

Saturday,  Sopteniber  9,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  House  taking  into  consideration  the  appointment  of 
tlie  Field-Officers  of  the  Minute-Men,  came  to  the  follow- 
ing Resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  be  appointed,  to 
wit : 

Edenton  :  Edward  Vail,  Colonel;  Andrew  Knoi, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Caleb  Nash,  Major. 

Halifax  District  :  Nicholas  Long,  Colonel ;  Ilenri/ 
Irwin,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Jethro  Sumner,  Major. 

Salisbury  District:  Thomas  Hade,  Colonel;  Ad- 
leij  Osbum,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Joseph  Hardin,  Major. 

Hii.LsisoRouGH  District:  James  Thackston,  Co]one\; 
John  nUliams,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Ja?nes  Moore,  Major. 
Newbk.rn  District  :  Richard  Casicell,  Colonel  ;  H'il- 
liam  Bryan,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  James  Gorham,  Major. 
WiLMiNc.TON  District  :  Alexander  Liltington,  Colo- 
nel;  Robert  Ellis,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Samuel  Sivunn, 
Major. 

And  that  the  following  persons  be  Field-Ollicers  of  the 
Militia,  to  w^it : 

CuRRiTrcK  County:  Samurl  Jarvis,  Colonel  ;  Dennis 
Dange,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Taylor  Jones,  First  Major ; 
John  Nicholson,  Second  iMajor. 

PashI'Otank  County  :  John  Loicry,  Colonel ;  Isaac 
Gregory,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Dimpsy  Burgess,  First 
Major;  Joshua  Campbell,  Second  .Major. 

Pkrciuimans  County:  Miles  Harvey,  Colonel;  ff'il- 
liam  Skinner,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Thomas  Harvey,  First 
Major ;  Richard  Clayton,  Second  Major. 

CiiowAN  County:  Thomas  Bonner,  Colonel;  James 
Blount,  Lieutenant-Colonel  ;  Thomas  Benhury,  First  Ma- 
jor;  Jacob  Hunter,  Second  Major. 

Bkrtik  County:  Thomas  /r/n'(w/7/,  Colonel ;  Thomas 
Pugh,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  James  Moore,  First  Major; 
Arthur  Brown,  Second  Major. 

Hertford  County:  Benjamin  Jl'ynn'^,  Colonel;  Mat- 
thias Brickie,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Lawrence  Baker,  First 
Major;  George  Lyttle,  Second  Major. 

Tyrrel  County:  Edward  Buiwombe,  Colonel ;  Benja- 
min Blount,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  James  Long,  First  Ma- 
jor ;  Joseph  Spruill,  Second  IMajor. 


Martin  County:  IVilliam  JVilliams,  Colonel;  JVhit- 
mill  Hill,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Thomas  Uiggins,  First 
Major;  Kennith  McKinzie,  Second  Major. 

Halifax  County:  John  Bradford,  Colonel;  William 
Alston,  Lieutenanl-l'olonel;  David  Sumner,  First  Major; 
Egbert  Haywood,  Second  Major. 

Northampton  Coi;nty:  ^//t7i/o7ics,  Colonel ;  William 
Eaton,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Jephhah  Atherton,  First 
Mejor ;  Howell  Edmunds,  Second  Major. 

Edgecombe  County:  William  Haywood,  Colonel; 
She.rivood  Haywood,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Joseph  Moore, 
First  Major;  Henry  Horn,  Second  Major. 

Bute  County  :  William  Person,  Colonel ;  Philip  Haw- 
kins, Junior,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  William  Alston,  First 
Major;  Thomas  Shenvood,  Second  Major. 

Anson  County:  Samuel  Spencer,  Colonel;  Charles 
Medlock,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  James  Auld,  First  Major; 
David  Love,  Second  Major. 

Mecklenburgh  County:  Thomas  Polk,  Colonel; 
Adam  Alexander,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Pfifer,  First 
Major ;  John  Davidson,  Second  Major. 

Guilford  County:  Ransome  Sutherland,  Colonel; 
James  Martin,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Paisley,  First 
Major;  John  Tate,  Second  Major. 

Tryon  County:  Uilliam  Graham,  Colonel;  Charles 
Maclaine,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Thomas  Btatty,  First  Ma- 
jor ;  Frederick  Hambright,  Second  Alajor. 

Surry  County  :  Martin  Armstrong,  Colonel ;  Joseph 
JVilliams,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  William  Hall,  First  Ma- 
jor;  Joseph  Winston,  Second  IMajor. 

Rowan  County:  Griffith  Rutherford,  Colonel;  Fran- 
cis Locke,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Dobbins,  First  Ma- 
jor ;  James  Brandon,  Second  Major. 

Craven  County:  Joseph  Leech,  Colonel ;  John  Bryan, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Benners,  First  Major  ;  Freder- 
ick Becton,  Second  Major. 

Carteret  County  :  William  77io7??son,  Colonel ;  Solo- 
mon Shtppard,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Thomas  Chadwick, 
First  Major;  Malachi  Bell,  Second  Major. 

Beaufort  County  :  James  Bonner,  Colonel ;  Thomas 
Bonner,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Roger  Ormond,  First  Ma- 
jor ;  William  Brown,  Second  Major. 

Hyde  County:  Rotheas  Latham,  Colonel;  Benjamin 
Parmerlin,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  William  Russel,  First 
Major ;  Thomas  Jones,  Second  Major. 

Johnston  County:  Needham  Bryan,  Colonel;  Hil- 
liam  Bryan,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Smith,  Jan.,  First 
Major;  Samuel  Smith,  Jun.,  Second  Major. 

DoBBS  County  :  Abraham  Sheppard,  Colonel ;  Tho- 
mas Torrans,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Martin  Caswell,  First 
Major ;  William  McKinne,  Second  Major. 

Pitt  County  :  John  Simpson,  Colonel  ;  Robert  Salter, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  George  Evans,  First  Major ;  Jarnes 
Armstrong,  Second  Major. 

Brunswick  County:  John  Davis,  Colonel;  Thomas 
Davis,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Richard  (Quince,  Jun.,  First 
Major;  Parker  (Quince,  Second  Major. 

Onslow  County  :  William  Cray,  Colonel ;  Henry 
Rhodes,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Thomas  Johnston,  First  Ma- 
jor; James  Howard,  Second  Major. 

Duplin  County  :  James  Kenan,  Colonel ;  Richard 
Clinlon,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Thomas  Rutledge,  First 
Major;  James  Moore,  Second  IMajor. 

Cumberland  (,'ounty  :  Thomas  Rutherford,  Colonel ; 
Alexander  McAlister,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Duncan  Mc- 
Neill, First  Major;  Alexander  McDonald,  Second  IMajor. 
New-Hanover  County:  Uilliam  Purviatice,  Colonel; 
Samiyson  Mosley,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  IVilliam  Mosley, 
First  Major;  John  Devaue,  Second  Major. 

Bladen  County:  Thomas  Robison,  Junior,  Colonel; 
Thomas  Brown,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Thomas  Owens, 
First  Major ;  James  Richardson,  Second  IMajor. 

Orange  County:  John  Hogan,  Colonel ;  Jolni  Butler, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  William  Moore,  First  Major ;  Na- 
thaniel Rochester,  Second  Major. 

Granville  County:  Joseph  Taylor,Co\oT\e\;  Charles 
R.  Eaton,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Samuel  Smith,  First  Ma- 
jor ;  William  JVilliams,  Second  Major. 

Wake  County:  John  Hinton,  Colonel;  Theophilus 
Hunter,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  John  Hinton,  Junior,  First 
Major ;  Thomas  Hines,  Second  Major. 
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Chatham  County:  Ambrose  Ramsey,  Colonel ;  Jcdu- 
thun  Harper,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Miul  Scurlock,  B'iist 
Major ;  Elisha  Cain,  Second  Major. 

And  the  proportion  of  Minute-Men  to  be  raised  in  eacii 
County  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Currituck,  one  Company;  Pasquotank,  one  :  Perqui- 
mans, one;  Chotvan,  two;  Bertie,  two;  Hertford,  one; 
Tyrrel,  one ;  Martin,  one ;  Halifax,  three ;  Northamp- 
ton, two;  E(l<rcombe,  three;  Bute,  two;  Ansun,  two; 
Mtcklenburgh,  iwo;  Tryon,  Iwo;  Guilford,  one  ;  Surry, 
one;  Rowan,  two;  Craven,  two;  Carteret,  one;  Beau- 
fort, one;  Hyde,  one;  Johnston,  one;  Dohbs,  three; 
Pitt,  one;  Brunswick,  one;  Onslotv,  two;  Duplin,  iwo  ; 
Cumberland,  one ;  New-Hanover,  two ;  Bladen,  two ; 
Orange,  three;  Granville,  thiee  ;  ffake,  two;  Chatham, 
two. 

Resolved,  That  on  the  death,  refusal  to  act,  or  removal 
out  of  the  Province,  of  any  of  the  Ollicers  appointed,  or 
hereafter  to  be  appointed  for  the  Minute-Men,  that  the 
Committee  of  Safety  for  the  District  shall  appoint  some 
person  or  persons  to  supply  the  place  of  sucii  Ollicer  or 
Officers. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock. 

.Satuidijy,  ten  o'clock. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  a  Plan  for  the  internal  peace, 
order  and  safety  of  this  Province,  and  made  choice  of  Mr. 
William  KennoH  Chairman  ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  the  Chair- 
man reported  as  follows,  viz ; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recoiimiended  to  the  Congress  to 
appoint  in  each  District  of  this  Colony  a  Conmiittee  of 
Safety,  to  consist  of  a  President  and  twelve  other  Mem- 
bers, who  shall  sit  every  three  months,  at  the  principal 
Town  within  their  respective  Districts,  viz:  IVilmington, 
Newbern,  Edenton,  Halifax,  Hillsborough,  and  Salisbury, 
and  as  often  at  other  times  within  their  respective  Dis- 
tricts as  they  may  judge  expedient  and  necessary;  and 
shall,  under  the  control  of  the  Provincial  Council  herein- 
after mentioned,  direct  the  operations  of  the  Militia  and 
such  other  Forces  as  are  and  may  be  employed  for  the 
safety,  protection  and  defence  of  this  Colony,  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions  ;  and  receive  informations,  and  cen- 
sure and  punish  delinquents,  either  in  the  first  instance,  or 
as  a  superintending  power  over  the  Town  and  County 
Committees :  such  Committees  of  Safety  to  be  elected  in 
Congress  by  ballot,  by  the  Membeis  of  the  respective  Dis- 
tricts. 

That  it  be  recommended  as  aforesaid  to  elect  by  ballot 
thirteen  persons,  two  to  be  named  by  the  Members  of  each 
District,  and  one  by  the  Congress,  who  shall  be  styled  the 
.*  Provincial  Council,  and  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 

certify  the  appointment  of  Olhcers  in  the  Army  during  the 
recess  of  Congress,  and  till  up  vacancies,  and  grant  Cer- 
tificates, which  shall  be  in  the  Ibllowing  form,  viz : 
"  North-Carolina,  in  Provincial  Council. 

"  This  is  to  certify  that was  appointed 

[Captain,  Lieutenant,  or  Ensign,  as  the  case  may  be,]  of 

Captain '«  Company,  in  the  ....  Regiment  of 

Foot  of  the  American  Army  of  this  Province,  commanded 
by  Colonel  .  .  .  .  ,  this  .  .   .  day  of  ....  ,   1775."' 

That  the  Qualification  and  Test  to  be  taken  by  Mem- 
bers of  the  Congress,  shall  also  be  taken  by  Members  of 
the  Provincial  Council  and  Committees  of  Safety,  before 
they  be  allowed  to  act. 

That  the  Provincial  Council,  or  a  majority  of  them,  as 
,  aforesaid,  shall  be  vested  with  full  power  to  suspend  any 

Officer  in  the  Army  or  Militia,  when  they  shall  deem  it 
necessary  for  the  publick  service,  and  shall,  within  thirty 
days  after  such  suspension,  order  a  Regimental  Court-Mar- 
tial  to  set  for  the  trial  of  such  Officer;  the  sentence  of  such 
Court-Martial  to  be  final,  unless  otherwise  determined  by 
the  Congress. 

That  the  Provincial  Council,  and  the  Committees  of 


Safety  in  subordination  thereto,  shall  have  the  direction, 
regulation,  maintenance,  and  ordering  of  the  Army,  and  of 
all  military  establishments  and  arrangements,  subject  how- 
ever to  the  control  of  the  Congress. 

That  the  Provincial  Council  shall  have  full  power  to 
call  forth  the  Militia,  as  in  case  of  alarm,  and  to  carry  the 
Acts  of  Assembly,  now  or  lately  in  force,  with  respect 
to  the  Militia,  into  execution;  and  shall  have  authority  to 
reject  such  officers  chosen  by  the  people  as  they  shall  dis- 
approve ;  to  remove  officers  upon  complaint  ;  to  fill  up 
vacancies,  and  to  make  out  appointments  for  such  as  shall 
have  their  approbation. 

That,  in  general,  the  Provincial  Council  be  empowered 
to  do  and  transact  all  such  matters  and  things,  as  they  may 
judge  expedient  to  strengthen,  secure  and  defend  the  Colo- 
ny; so  as  the  same  shall  not  extend  to  altering  or  suspend- 
ing any  Act  or  Resolution  of  the  Congress. 

That  the  said  Council  be  empoweied  and  authorized  to 
draw  on  the  Treasury  for  all  sums  of  money  necessary  for 
the  publick  service,  specifying  for  what  particular  service 
each  sum  of  money  shall  be  applied;  for  which  they  shall 
be  accountable  to  the  Congress. 

That  the  Provincial  Council  shall  meet  at  Johnston 
Couit-House  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  October  next,  and 
once  every  three  months,  or  oftcner,  if  necessary,  at  that 
or  such  other  place  as  they  may  think  proper;  and  may 
adjourn  from  time  to  time  as  they  may  judge  expedient. 

That  the  Men)bers  of  the  Provincial  Council  shall  be 
allowed  for  their  expenses  in  travelling  to,  from,  and  attend- 
ing at  the  Council  on  the  publick  service,  ten  Shillings  per 
day,  and  also  for  their  ferriages. 

That  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  said  Council,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Congress,  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  the  District  wherein  such  vacancy  shall  happen, 
shall  nominate  some  proper  person  to  fill  up  such  vacancy, 
to  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

That  no  person  holding  a  military  office,  from  which  he 
receives  or  ex|)ects  profit,  or  any  jierson  holding  a  lucrative 
office  under  any  of  the  military  commanders  in  particular 
or  the  Army  in  general,  shall  be  capable  to  act  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Provincial  Council,  or  of  any  of  the  Committees 
of  Safety,  or  a  Representative  of  the  people  in  Congress, 
Officers  and  Commanders  of  the  Militia  only  excepted. 

That  a  majority  of  the  Members  of  each  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  Safety  be  a  quorum. 

That  the  Provincial  Council  and  the  Connnittees  of 
Safety  in  their  respective  District  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  compel  all  debtors,  who  are  suspected  of  an 
intention  to  remove  themselves  out  of  this  Colony,  (such 
suspicion  being  first  sworn  to  before  such  Council  or  Com- 
mittee,) to  give  security  to  their  creditors,  and  in  default 
threof  to  cause  the  persons  or  effects  of  such  debtors,  at  the 
option  of  the  creditors,  to  be  seized  and  safely  kept  until 
such  security  be  given,  or  the  creditors  otherwise  satisfied; 
and  that  the  County  Committees  have  the  same  power  to 
grant  remedies  in  like  cases  in  all  demands  of  twenty 
Pounds  and  under;  and  the  Committees  of  Safety  shall  also 
have  power  and  authority  to  call  all  persons  liable  for  pub- 
lick moneys,  to  account,  and  by  distress  of  their  estates  and 
imprisonment  of  persons,  to  compel  payment  thereof,  to  the 
end  that  the  Treasury  may  be  supplied  with  money  for  the 
present  exigencies  of  the  Colony,  without  burdening  the 
people. 

That  the  power  of  the  different  Committees  of  Safety 
and  the  Provincial  Council  shall  continue  during  the  recess 
of  tlie  Congress,  and  until  it  shall  be  otherwise  determined 
therein  ;  and  that  all  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Commit- 
tees of  Safety  and  Provincial  Council  shall  be  laid  before 
the  Congress  for  their  inspection. 

That  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  October  in  every  year, 
the  freeholders  in  each  County  througliout  tliis  Province, 
shall  meet  at  the  Court-House  of  such  County,  and  in  the 
presence  of  three  Inspectors,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Coun- 
ty Committee  or  candidates,  or  any  two  of  such  Inspectors, 
shall  proceed  to  choose  any  number  of  persons,  not  ex- 
ceeding five,  to  represent  them  in  Congress  for  one  year, 
in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  regulations  and 
restrictions  as  near  as  may  be,  as  directed  by  an  act  of 
Assembly  of  this  Province,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  Regulate 
Elections."' 

And  at  the   same   time  the  freeholders  in  each  Towd 
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which  hath  usually  been  represented  by  a  Member  in  the 
General  Asfenibl'y,  or  such  other  persons  as  are  hy  law 
entitled  to  vote  for  Members  of  Assembly,  siiall  also  in  like 
manner  in  presence  of  three  Inspectors  to  be  appointed  by 
tlie  Town  Committee,  elect  a  Member  to  represent  them 
in  Congress,  under  the  same  rules  and  regulations,  as  near 
as  may  be,  as  have  been  usually  observed  in  electing  Mem- 
bers to  sit  and  vote  in  General  Assembly. 

And  the  person  or  persons  who  sliall  appear  to  have  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  shall  by  the  Secieiary  of  the 
Committee  be  returned  duly  elected  to  serve  in  Congress. 
Froviileil,  That  notliiiig  in  the  above  Resolve  shall  be 
deemed  to  alter  the  mode  of  voting  observed  in  this  and 
tiie  last  Congress,  hy  Counties  and  Towns.  And  provided 
likewise,  that  no  Returning  Oflicer  shall  be  admitted  to  sit 
and  vote  in  Congress. 

And  whereas  great  part  of  the  Lands  situate  in  that  jiart 
of  Lord  Granville  s  Territories,  comprehended  in  the 
Counties  of  Bute,  Granville,  ff'akc,  Clinlham,  Orange, 
Guilford,  Rowan,  Surrey,  and  also  Mecklenburgh  Coun- 
ty, have  been  long  settled  by  substantial  inhabitants,  who 
have  not  been  able  to  acquire  legal  titles  of  freehold  to  their 
land,  yet  ought  of  right  to  have  votes  in  all  elections: 

Resolved,  That  all  householders  in  the  said  Counties, 
who  have  improved  lands  in  possession,  except  sucli  as 
hold  land  by  lease  for  years,  or  at  will,  from  or  under  any 
freeholder,  shall  vote  in  all  elections  for  the  said  Counties, 
in  like  manner  as  freeholders  in  other  Counties  in  this 
Province,  any  thing  in  the  aforegoing  Resolution  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

That  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  of  each  respective  Com- 
mittee shall  give  notice  of  each  annual  election,  at  the  most 
publick  places  within  their  respective  County  and  Town, 
at  least  twenty  days  before  the  time  of  such  election. 

That  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  shall  be  annually  held, 
on  the  tenth  day  of  November  at  such  place  as  the  jire- 
ceding  Congress  shall  agree,  unless  for  special  reasons 
otherwise  directed  by  the  Provincial  Council ;  and  the  said 
Council  shall  ascertain  the  time  of  liolding  the  next  Con- 
gress. 

That  the  Delegates  so  elected  and  qualified,  when  met 
in  Congress,  shall,  before  they  enter  upon  any  publick 
business,  in  the  presence  of  at  least  three  iMembers  of  the 
Provincial  Council,  repeat  and  subscribe  the  following 
Test,  to  wit :  "  We,  the  subscribers,  professing  our  alle- 
giance to  the  King,  and  acknowledging  the  constitutional 
executive  power  of  Government,  do  solenmly  profess,  tes- 
tify and  declare,  that  we  do  absolutely  believe  that  neither 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  nor  any  member  or  con- 
stituent branch  thereof,  hatli  a  right  to  impose  Taxes  upon 
these  Colonies  to  regulate  the  internal  |)olice  thereof;  and 
that  all  attempts  by  fraud  or  force  to  establish  and  exercise 
such  claims  and  powers,  are  violations  of  the  peace  and 
security  of  the  people,  and  ought  to  be  resisted  to  the 
utmost ;  and  that  the  people  of  this  Province,  singly  and 
collectively,  are  bound  by  the  Acts  and  Resolutions  of  the 
Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses,  because  in  both 
they  are  freely  represented  by  persons  chosen  by  them- 
selves. And  we  do  solenmly  and  sincerely  promise  and 
engage,  under  the  sanction  of  virtue,  honour  and  the  sacred 
love  of  liberty  and  our  country,  to  maintain  and  support  all 
and  every  the  Acts,  Resolutions  and  Regulations  of  the 
said  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses,  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power  and  abilities.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have 
hereunto  set  our  hands  this  .  .  .  day  of  .  .  .   177  .  ." 

That  there  be  in  each  County  a  Committee,  of  not  less 
than  twenty-one  persons,  who  shall  be  freeholders,  a  ma- 
jority of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum. 

That  there  be  in  each  ol'  the  Towns  of  Edenton,  Neu- 
bcrn  and  JVilmiiigton,  a  (,'ommittee  to  consist  of  fifteen 
persons;  and  in  every  other  Town  in  this  Colony  having 
a  right  of  representation,  a  Committee  consisting  of  seven 
Members,  qualified  as  before  mentioned  ;  the  majority  of 
the  said  Town  Committees  respectively  to  be  a  quorum. 

That  every  person  having  a  right  to  vote  for  Delegates 
to  sit  in  Congress,  shall  have  a  right  to  vote  for  Commit- 
tee-men. 

That  the  Electors  before  they  shall  be  suffered  to  vote, 
and  the  Elected  before  they  shall  sit  and  act,  shall  swear,  if 
required,  to  their  qualification. 


That  there  be  a  new  election  of  Committees  yearly,  on 
the  day  fixed  for  electing  Delegates  to  sit  in  Congress,  and 
the  same  mode  shall  be  pursued  in  electing  Conmiittee- 
iiien  as  Delegates. 

That  the  Committee  of  every  Town  in  this  Colony 
may  act  in  conjunction,  and  be  consolidated  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  in  which  it  is  situated. 

That  every  County  and  Town  Committee  shall  meet  on 
the  first  day  of  their  respective  Courts,  at  their  sereral 
Court-Houses  or  such  other  place  as  they  may  think  pro- 
per, and  as  much  oftener  as  they  may  judge  necessary. 

That  the  different  Committees  within  their  respective 
jurisdictions  shall  execute  all  such  orders  as  may  be  re- 
ceived by  them  from  the  Committees  of  Safety  and  the 
Provincial  Council,  and  shall  superintend  the  observance  of 
the  General  Association,  and  Resolves,  Orders  and  direc- 
tions of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses. 

That  each  Town  and  County  Conmiittee  may  make 
such  further  Rules  anti  Regulations,  within  their  respect- 
ive Districts  as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary,  so  that  they 
do  not  presume  to  inflict  corporal  punishment  on  any  of- 
fender whatsoever,  imprisonment  only  excepted. 

That  no  i)erson  in  this  Province  shall  presume  to  com- 
mence any  action  whatsoever,  in  any  Court  of  Law  or 
before  any  INLigistrate  in  this  Province,  from  and  after  the 
tenth  day  of  September  instant,  without  application  to  and 
leave  from  the  Committee  of  the  County  in  which  his 
debtor  resides;  nor  shall  any  suit  then  depending  be  pro- 
ceeded on  without  the  approbation  of  such  Committee: 
but  execution  shall  not  hereafter  issue  in  any  case  whatso- 
ever, till  the  Provincial  Congress  shall  make  further  order 
therein. 

That  all  sales  by  virtue  of  mortgages  and  letters  of  at- 
torney are  comprehended  within  the  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  foregoing  Resolves. 

That  the  respective  Town  and  County  Committees  shall 
immediately  after  their  nomination  and  qualification,  elect 
by  ballot  out  of  their  own  Members,  seven  persons  to  act 
as  a  Committee  of  Secrecy,  Intelligence  and  Observation, 
who  shall  correspond  with  the  Provincial  Council,  the  Com- 
mittees of  Safety,  and  the  other  Committees  in  this  and 
the  neighbouring  Colonies,  and  shall  have  power  to  take 
up  and  examine  all  suspected  persons,  and,  if  necessary, 
send  them  to  the  Provincial  Council  or  the  Committees  of 
Safety  for  their  respective  Districts. 

Tlien,  on  motion.  Resolved,  The  foregoing  Report  be 
concurred  with. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  Mr.  Ja/ncs  Doris's 
Account,  reported  as  follows,  viz: 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  charge  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  salary  for  three  years,  if  due,  is 
a  charge  against  a  particular  fund,  which  the  Treasurers 
ap[)ointed  by  act  of  Assembly  are  accountable  for ;  that 
the  other  charges  are  for  services  done  for  the  publick, 
which  that  salary  was  originally  intended  to  compensate, 
and  for  which  your  Committee  think  is  sufficient  satisfac- 
tion, because  the  same  individuals  constitute  the  publick, 
whether  represented  in  Assembly  or  Congress. 

In  Congress  concurred  with. 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
Pounds  be  advanced  by  either  of  the  Treasurers  to  Air. 
Jfillic  Jones,  one  of  the  Superintendents  appointed  for  the 
Southern  District  by  the  General  Congress,  to  be  laid  out 
in  part  or  in  the  whole  at  his  discretion,  in  presents  to  the 
Indians  and  for  his  own  expenses,  and  that  he  be  account- 
able as  aforesaid  to  tliis  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  be  a  Provincial 
Council,  to  wit : 

For  the  District  of  ^VlI,MI^GTo,^ :  The  Hon.  Samuel 
Johnston,  Esq.,  Cornelius  Harnett,  and  Samuel  Ashe,  Esqs. 

For  the  District  of  Edenton  :  Thomas  Jones,  and 
JVhitmill  Hill,  Esquires. 

For  the  District  of  Newbern:  Ahner  Nash,  and  James 
Coor,  Esquires. 

For  the  District  of  Hi(,lsbokoloh  :  Thomas- Person, 
and  John  Kinchen,  Esquires. 

For  the  District  of  Halifax  :  JVillic  Jones,  and  Thomas 
Eaton,  Esquires. 

For  the  District  of  Salisbuuy  :  Samuel  Spencer,  and 
JVaighstill  Avery,  Esquires. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  Safety  for  the  several 
Districts  in  this  Province  be  composed  of  the  following 
persons,  to  wit : 

For  the  District  of  Wilmington  :  Frederick  Jones, 
iSa?H|wo?i  Moscly,  Archibald  Maclaine,  Richard  Quince, 
Thomas  Davis,  tVilliam  Cray,  Henry  Rhodes,  Thomas 
Rutledge,  James  Kenan,  Alexander  McAlister,  George 
Mylne,  John  Smith,  and  Benjamin  Stone. 

For  the  District  of  Edenton  :  Luke  Sumner,  llilllam 
Gray,  John  Johnston,  Thomas  Benbury,  Gideon  Lamb, 
Joseph  Jones,   Miles  Harvey,  Laicrence  Baker,  Kennith 


Council  witliin  the  space  of  six  months  from  this  time ;  and 
that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  be  paid  for 
the  second  five  hundred  weight  of  good  merchantable  Gun- 
powder that  shall  be  made  and  manufactured  in  this  Pro- 
vince, and  delivered  to  the  said  Council  within  twelve 
months  next  following;  and  so  in  proportion  for  any  greater 
quantity. 

Resolved,  That  a  Premium  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Pounds  be  given  to  the  first  person  who  shall  erect  and 
build  a  Rolling  and  Slitting  Mill,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
paring Iron  to  make  Nails,  and  which  Mill  shall  be  actually 


JMcKinzie,  Stivhcns  Lee,  Charles  Blount,  Isaac  Gregory,     ^'^^  to  work  and  five  tons  of  Iron  slit  out  within  this  Pro- 
and  Ba\i  Ridleu.  "  vince,  and  approved  of  by  the  Provincial  Council,  within 

For  the  District  of  Hillsborough:  Jlilliam  Tai,lor,  t«o  years  from  this  time;  and  that  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
Joseph  Taylor,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Atkinson,  John  But-  tl''etl  Pounds  be  given  to  the  person  who  shall  erect  and 
hr,  fVilliam  Johnston,  John  Hinton,  Joel  Lane,  Michael  ^^uild  a  second  Rolling  and  Slitting  Mill,  for  the  purpose 
Rogers,  Ambrose  Ramsey,  Mial  Sciirlock,  John  Thomp-  aforesaid,  and  which  Mill  shall  be  actually  set  to  work  and 
son,  and  John  Park. 

For  the  District  of  Newbern  :  John  Easton,  Major 
Croom,  Roger  Onnond,  Edward  Salter,  George  Barrow, 
JVilliam  Thomson,  William  Tisdale,  Benjamin  U  illiams, 
Richard  Ellis,  Richard  Cogdell,  William  Brown,  James 
Glasgow,  and  Alexander  Gaston. 

For  the  District  of  Salisbury  :  John  Cravford,  James 
Auld,  Htzekiah  Alexander,  Benjamin  Patten,  John  Bre- 
vard, Griffith  Rutherford,  ffilliam  Hill,  John  Hamlin, 
Charles  Galloway,  William  Dent,  Robert  Ewert,  and  31ax- 
trell  Chambers. 

For  the  District  of  Halifax  :  James  Leslie,  John  Brad- 
ford, David  Sumner,  Allen  Jones,  William  Eaton,  Drury 
Gee,  John  Norwood,  Rev.  Henry  Patillo,  James  Mills, 
JVilliam  Billamy,  William  Haywood,  Duncan  Lamon,  and 
John  JVebb. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  six 
o'clock. 


Sunday,  September  10,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  the  Independent  Companies  now  subsisting  in 
this  Province  may  probably  interfere  with  the  Regulars' 
and  Minute  service : 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  and  they  are  hereby  dis- 
solved ;  but  any  person  or  persons  after  the  Regulars  and 
Minute-Men  are  completed,  may  with  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  County,  wherein  he  or  they  reside,  form  an 
Independent  Company  or  Companies,  subject  to  the  regu- 
lations of  such  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  such  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  Province  as  may  not  be  provided  with  Bayo- 
nets to  their  Guns,  to  procure  the  same  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  be  otherwise  provided  to  turn  out  at  a  minute's  warn- 
ing. 

Whereas  the   Magistrates   nominated  in  the  last  Corn- 


five  tons  of  Iron  slit  out  within  this  Province  and  approved 
of  by  the  Provincial  Council,  within  two  years  from  this 
time. 

Resolved,  That  a  Premium  of  fifty  Pounds  be  given  to 
the  person  who  shall  first  make  in  a  workmanlike  manner 
fifty  pair  of  Cotton  Cards,  of  Wire  made  and  drawn  in  this 
Province,  equal  in  goodness  to  Cotton  Cards  imported 
from  Great  Britain  of  the  price  of  two  Shillings  sterling 
per  pair ;  also  the  like  Premium  to  the  person  who  shall 
first  make  in  a  workmanlike  manner  one  hundred  pair  of 
Woollen  Cards,  equal  in  goodness  to  Woollen  Cards  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain  of  the  price  of  fifteen  Pence 
sterling  per  pair,  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  and  approved 
of  by  the  Provincial  Council  within  twelve  months  from 
this  time. 

Resolved,  That  a  Premium  of  fifty  Pounds  be  given  to 
the  first  person  who  shall  make,  in  a  workmanlike  manner, 
twenty-five  dozen  Pins,  each  dozen  to  contain  twelve  thou- 
sand, of  Wire  drawn  in  this  Province,  to  be  equal  in  good- 
ness to  Pins  imported  from  Great  Britain  of  the  price  of 
seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence  sterling  per  dozen,  the  same 
to  be  delivered  to  and  approved  of  by  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil within  twelve  montlis  from  this  time. 

Resolved,  That  a  Premium  of  fifty  Pounds  be  given  to 
the  first  person  who  shall  make,  in  a  workmanlike  manner, 
twenty-five  thousand  Needles,  sorted,  such  as  are  had  from 
Great  Britain,  from  number  one  to  number  twelve,  inclu- 
sive, to  be  equal  in  goodness  to  Needles  imported  from 
Great  Britain  of  the  price  of  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence 
sterling  per  thousand,  the  same  to  be  delivered  to,  and 
approved  of  by  the  Provincial  Council  within  twelve  months 
from  this  time. 

Resolved,  That  a  Premium  of  one  hundred  Pounds  be 
given  to  the  first  person  who  shall  erect  and  build  a  Fur- 
nace for  manufacturing  of  good  merchantable  Steel,  equal 
in  goodness  to  Bristol  Steel,  and  which  Furnace  shall  be 
actually  set  to  work  and  one  ton  of  good  merchantable 


mission   of  the   Peace   issued   by   his   Excellency  for  the  Steel,  as  aforesaid,  at  least,  be  produced  to  the  Provincial 

County  of  Pitt,  have  refused  to  qualify,  lor  motives  laud-  Council,  and  approved  of  by  the  said  Provincial  Council, 

able  in  themselves ;  but  since  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  within  eighteen  months  from  this  time  ;  and  that  the  sum 

Courts  should  be  held  in  every  County  for  the  probat  of  of  twenty-five  Pounds  be  given  to  the  person  who  shall 

Deeds,  Wills,  granting  Administration,  Guardianship,  kc:  erect  and  build  a  second  Furnace  for  manufacturing  good 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  and  merchantable  Steel,  equal  in  goodness  to  jBr/sfo/ Steel, 

to  the  Magistrates  in  the  said  Commission  mentioned,  to  and  which  Furnace  shall  be  actually  set  to  work  and  one 

qualify  and  hold  Courts  under  the  same.  ton  of  good  merchantable  Steel  as  aforesaid,  at  least,  be 

^,      ^  ,  •       •  ■ ,       ■       1  produced  to  the  Provincial  Council,  and  approved  of  by 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  encourage-  ;,,„  .  -j  r'^„„„- •■        •■ 

^  ;.,  ^   ,.  °  ■  ,  ■       1  •     n      ■  1  •  the  said  Lounc 

ment  oi  Manulactures  within  this  rrovince,  entered  in' 


the  following  Resolutions,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  Pounds  be 


)aid 


thin  the  time  aforesaid. 
Resolved,  That  a  Premium  of  two  hundred  and  fifiy 
Pounds  be  given  to  the  first  person  who  shall  erect  and 
build  a  Mill  for  manufacturini;  of  Brown,  Whited  Brown 


for  every  hundred  weight  of  good  merchantable  Saltpetre  g^id  good  Writing  Paper,  and^which  Mill  shall  be  actually 

that  shall  be  made  and  manufactured  in  this  Province,  and  get  to  work,  and°  thirty  reams  of  Brown,  thirty  reams  of 

delivered  to  the  Provincial  Council  within  the  space  of  six  Whited   Brown,  and   thirty  reams  of  Writing   Paper,  at 

months  from  tliis  time ;  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty  Pounds  jgast,  be  produced  to  the  Provincial  Council,  and  approved 

be  paid  for  every  hundred  weight  of  good  merchantable  Salt-  ^f  by  the  said  Council,  within  eighteen  months  from  this 

petre  that  shall  be  made  and  manufactured  in  this  Province,  time';  the  Brown  Paper  to  be  of  equal  goodness  to  Brown 

and  delivered  to  the  said  Council  within  six  months  next  Paper  imported  from  Great  Britain  of  the  price  of  two 

following;  and  so  in  proportion  for  any  greater  quantity.  Shillings  and  six  Pence   sterling  per  ream;  the  Whited 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds  be  paid  Brown  equal  in  goodness  to  Whited  Brown  Paper  import- 

forthe  first  five  hundred  weight  of  good  merchantable  Gun-  ed  of  the  price  of  three  Shillings  sterling  per  ream;  and 

powder,  equal  in  goodness  to  Gunpowder  imported  from  Writing  Paper  equal  in  goodness  as  aforesaid  to  eight  Shil- 

Great  Britain,  of  the  price  of  eighty-five  Shillings  ster-  lings  sterling  per  ream. 

ling  per  hundred  weight,  that  shall  be  made  and  manufac-  Resolved,  That  a  Premium  of  fifty  Pounds  be  given  to 

lured  within  this  Province,  and  delivered  to  the  Provincial  the  person  who  shall  produce  to  the  Provincial  Council 
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the  finest  piece  of  Linen,  to  contain  twenty-five  yards  at 
least,  no  less  than  one  yard  wide,  and  not  of  less  value  than 
imported  Linen  of  ihe  price  of  three  Shillings  sterling  per 
yard,  being  the  first  cost  in  Great  Britain;  the  same  to 
be  produced  to  the  said  Council  and  approved  of  within 
twelve  months  from  this  time.  And  that  the  sum  of  twen- 
ty-five Pounds  he  given  to  the  person  who  shall  produce 
to  the  said  Coimcil  the  next  best  piece  of  Linen,  of  the 
same  length  and  width,  and  not  of  less  value  than  imported 
Linen  of  the  jjrice  of  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence  sterling 
per  yard,  being  the  fiist  cost  in  Great  Britain;  the  same 
to  be  jiroduced  to  the  said  Council  and  approved  of  within 
the  time  aforesaid.  And  that  the  sum  of  twenty  Pounds 
be  given  to  the  person  who  shall  [)roduce  to  the  said  Coun- 
cil the  third  best  piece  of  Linen,  of  the  same  length  and 
width,  and  not  of  less  value  than  imported  Linen  of  the 
price  of  two  Shillings  sterling  per  yard,  being  the  first  cost 
in  Great  Britain;  the  same  to  be  produced  to  the  said 
Council  and  approved  of  within  the  lime  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  a  Premium  of  one  hundred  Pounds  be 
given  to  the  person  who  shall  produce  to  the  Provincial 
Council  six  pieces  of  Woollen  Cloth,  well  dressed,  each 
piece  to  contain  twenty-five  yards  at  least,  not  less  than 
three-quarters  of  a  yard  wide,  and  not  of  less  value  than 
imported  Cloth  of  the  juice  of  four  Shillings  and  six  Pence 
sterling  per  yard,  being  the  first  cost  in  Great  Britain;  the 
same  to  be  |)roduced  to  the  said  Council  and  approved  of 
within  twelve  months  from  this  time. 

Resolved,  That  a  Premium  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
Pounds  be  given  to  any  person  who  shall  erect  and  build 
proper  Works  for  manufacturing  of  common  Salt  on  the 
sea-shore,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  this  Province  with 
that  useful  article,  upon  proper  proof  being  made  to  the 
Provincial  Council  that  such  Works  are  actually  erected 
and  proper  for  the  purpose,  and  at  the  same  time  produce 
to  the  said  Council  fifty  tons  of  good  merchantable  Ground 
or  Blown  Salt  within  eighteen  months  from  this  time. 

Resolved,  That  a  Premium  of  one  hundred  Pounds  be 
given  to  the  person  who  shall  refine  the  greatest  quantity 
of  Sulphur  in  such  manner  that  the  same  may  be  used  in 
the  making  and  manufacturing  of  Gunpowder,  who  shall 
produce  the  same  to  the  Provincial  Council  within  eighteen 
months  from  this  time;  and  that  no  person  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  above  Premium  unless  he  produces  before  the  said 
Council  one  thousand  weight  of  the  said  Sulphur. 

Resolved,  That  a  Premium  of  five  hundred  Pounds  be 
given  to  any  ])erson  who  shall  erect  and  build  a  Furnace 
for  manufacturing  good  merchantable  Pig  Iron  and  Hollow 
Iron  Ware,  and  other  articles  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Province,  to  be  produced  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  within  two  years  from  this  time ;  and  also 
full  proof  must  be  made  to  the  said  Provincial  Council 


that  such  Furnace  actually  is  erected  and  proper  for  the 
above-mentioned  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  each  and  every  person  who  shall  entitle 
him  or  herself  to  any  of  the  said  Premiums,  and  who  shall 
have  obtained  a  (Jertificate  of  the  same  from  under  the 
hands  and  seals  of  the  Provincial  Council,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  and  upon  such  Certificate  or  Certificates  being  pro- 
duced to  any  one  of  the  Treasurers  of  this  Province,  the 
sum  expressed  in  such  Certificate  or  Certificates  shall  be 
immediately  paid  by  such  Treasurer. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  to  state  the  Publick  Funds: 

Resolved,  The  consideration  of  the  said  Report  lie  over 
to  the  next  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Richard  Caswell,  Mr.  James  Davis, 
and  Mr.  James  Green,  Jun.,  revise  and  correct  the  Journal 
of  this  Congress. 

Whereas  many  persons  in  this  Province  are  doubtful 
whether  they  ought  to  pay  their  publick  Taxes  now  due: 
In  order,  therefore,  to  remove  their  doubts,  and  to  enable 
the  Sheritls  of  the  Counties  within  this  Province  to  collect 
the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  recommend  to  the  people 
to  pay  up  all  Taxes  due  before  the  present  time,  but  no 
further,  until  further  orders,  except  County  and  Parish 
Taxes. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Andrew  Knox  be  allowed  seventy- 
five  Pounds  as  Secretary  to  this  Congress  :  that  the  Trea- 
surers, or  either  of  them,  i)ay  him  the  same,  and  be  allowed 
in  their  accounts  with  the  Congress. 

That  Mr.  James  Green,  Junior,  be  allowed  the  sum  of 
fifty  Pounds,  as  an  Assistant  to  this  Congress,  to  be  paid 
by  the  publick  Treasm-ers,  or  either  of  them. 

That  Mr.  Thomas  Craikc  be  allowed  the  sum  of  fifty 
Pounds,  as  an  Assistant  to  this  Congress,  to  be  paid  by 
the  publick  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them. 

That  Francis  Lynaus^h  and  Evan  iSivann,  Doorkeepers 
to  this  Congress,  be  allowed  the  sum  of  thirty  Pounds 
each,  for  their  attendance  on  this  Congress;  and  that  Fran- 
cis Lynau^h  be  allowed  a  further  sum  of  three  Pounds, 
for  extra  services  to  the  Congress. 

That  Ijcu-is  Coffee  be  allowed  the  sum  of  three  Pounds, 
for  going  Express  on  the  service  of  this  Congress;  and 
that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  him  the  same, 
and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Orders  and  Resolutions 
be  signed  and  certified  as  the  acts  of  the  Congress. 

Samuel  Johnston,  President. 


By  orde 


Andrew  Knox,  Secretary, 


F.XTRACT    OF    A    LHTTEIl    TO    A    GF.NTLEMAN    IN    SCOTLAND, 
DATED  QUEBECK,  AtTGUST  20,  1775. 

We  have  been  alarmed  for  this  month  past  by  a  party 
of  Provincial  Rebels,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Schuyler, 
of  Albany,  said  to  amount  to  five  thousand  men,  and  that 
they  were  building  batteaus  to  cross  Lake  Champlain,  in 
order  to  invade  this  Province.  There  is  no  persuading  tlie 
country  people  here  of  their  danger.  Emissaries  from  the 
Rebels  have  made  them  believe  that  they  are  only  come 
into  the  country  to  piotect  them  from  heavy  taxes,  which 
the  Parliatnent  designs  to  lay  upon  them.  This,  and  the 
remembrance  of  what  they  sufiered  last  war,  make  them 
very  desirous  of  observing  a  strict  neutrality;  but  if  the 
Rebels  should  come  into  tlie  country,  that  cannot  last  long, 
as  they  will  want  every  thing  from  the  Canadians  for  their 
paper  money,  a  currency  that  the  people  of  this  country 
suffered  too  much  by  during  the  French  government  to 
have  any  faith  in  now,  and  the  Rebels  will  be  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  force  to  give  it  a  circulation,  or  in  other 
words  to  take  what  they  want,  which  will  make  the  Cana- 
dians fly  to  arms  in  defence  of  their  property;  and  in  that 
case,  as  the  country  is  numerous  and  warlike,  it  is  very 
probable  you  will  soon  hear  that  they  have  put  Schuyler 
and  all  his  people  to  the  sword. 

General  Carleton's  present  force  does  not  consist  of 
above  seven  hundred  regular  troops,  tlireo  bundled  new 


raised  men  under  Mr.  McLean  and  others,  and  twelve 
or  thirteen  hundred  Indian  warriors,  and  tnany  different 
nations,  who  go  and  come  as  they  incline,  but  are  very 
formidable  in  an  American  war. 

The  English  merchants  and  other  English  inhabitants 
liere,  except  very  few,  are  hearty  and  zealous  in  the  cause 
of  Government,  and  will  do  their  utmost  to  defend  the 
Town  against  the  Rebels.  They  have  freighted  a  ship, 
which  they  are  loading  with  milch  cows,  sheep  and  poul- 
try, as  a  present  for  the  wounded  soldiers  at  Boston.  They 
have  raised  tlie  money  for  that  purpose  by  subscription. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLEll  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Saratoga,  August  20,  1775. 

Sir:  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  you  yesterday, 
but  forgot  to  answer  your  request  relative  to  the  Green 
Mountain  boys.  Since  my  last  to  you  on  that  subject  I 
have  heard  nothing  inmiediately  from  them.  Reports 
prevail  that  the  controversy  between  Allen  and  Warner  is 
carried  to  such  a  length  that  few  men  will  be  raised,  and 
of  those  that  may  enlist  very  few  will  have  arms. 

I  have  just  now  received  an  express  from  General 
Montgomery,  enclosing  the  examination  of  a  Canadian, 
which  confirms  our  former  accounts  of  the  friendly  senti- 
ments of  the  Canadians;  that  the  vessels  building  at  St. 
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John's  were,  ten  days  ago,  not  begun  planking,  and  that  a 
number  of  Canadians  were  ready  to  join  us  on  our  arrival 
at  St.  John's.  Pray  send  up  the  cartridge  paper  and 
artillery  stores  with  the  utmost  speed,  as  I  should  be  sorry 
to  remain  a  moment  longer  at  Ticomlerogn  than  what  is 
absolutely  necessary. 

1  am.  Sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  humble 
servant.  Ph.  Schuyleh. 

To  Fetcr  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  &c.,  fcc,  &:c. 

NEW-MARLUOROIGH    COMMITTEE    TO    NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 

New-Marlborougli,  August  20,  1775. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  :  Agreeable  to  your  order 
the  South  District  of  the  Precinct  oi'  New- Marlboroiigh 
met  on  the  20th  of  this  instant,  and  chose,  by  plurality  of 
voices,  the  following  officers  for  their  Militia,  viz:  Mr. 
Lewis  Du/iois,  Captain;  Mr.  Caleb  JShrrit,  First  Lieu- 
tenant; Dr.  Ahijah  Ferkins,  Second  Lieutenant;  Mr. 
Matthew  Wygant,  Ensign. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants, 
John  Smith, 
For  the  Committee  of  New-Marlborough. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  GAGE  TO  THE  EARL 
OF  DARTMOUTH,  DATED  BOSTON,  AUCiUST  20,  1775. 

Mr.  Washington,  who  commands  the  Rebel  Army,  has 
written  to  me  on  the  subject  of  the  treatment  of  the  Rebel 
prisoners  in  our  custody,  a  copy  of  whose  letter*  I  trans- 
mit to  your  Lordship,  together  with  a  copy  of  my  answer.f 
Major  Skene,  made  prisoner  at  Fhiladdphia,  is  sent  into 
Connecticut,  where  he  is  to  be  confined  with  some  others  ; 
and  1  understand  they  make  war  like  savages,  making  cap- 
tives of  women  and  children. 

The  Rebels  are  very  numerous,  and  continue  to  throw 
up  works  in  some  points  nearer  to  the  Town  than  before. 
Their  advanced  parties  have  been  drove  back,  both  at 
Boston  and  Charlestown,  and  their  posts  destroyed.  They 
landed  a  large  body  a  second  time  at  the  Light-House, 
where  they  made  prisoners  of  a  few  marines  posted  there 
by  the  Admiral,  and  ten  or  twelve  carpenters  who  were 
repairing  the  house. 

A  fleet  of  transports  that  had  been  out  in  search  of  live 
stock  is  just  returned,  with  about  eighteen  hundred  sheep, 
and  above  an  hundred  head  of  oxen,  which  will  be  some 
relief  to  the  troops  in  general,  and  of  great  benefit  to  the 
hospitals. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  20,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Since  my  last  of  the  15th  instant,  I  have 
been  favoured  with  yours  of  the  6th.  I  am  much  con- 
cerned to  find  the  su])plies  ordered  have  been  so  much 
delayed.  By  this  time  I  hope  Colonel  McDovgall,  whose 
zeal  is  unquestionable,  has  joined  you  with  every  thing 
necessary  lor  prosecuting  your  plan.  Several  of  the  Dele- 
gates from  Fhiladelphia,  who  have  visited  our  camp,  assure 
me  that  powder  is  forwarded  to  you,  and  the  daily  arrivals 
of  that  article  give  us  reason  to  hope  we  shall  soon  have  a 
very  ample  supply.  Animated  with  the  goodness  of  our 
cause,  and  the  best  wishes  of  your  countrymen,  I  am  sure 
you  will  not  let  any  difficulties  not  insuperable  damp  your 
ardour.  Perseverance  and  spirit  have  done  wonders  in  all 
ages. 

In  my  last,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  1  sent  you  an 
account  of  the  arrival  of  several  Si.  Francois  Indians  in  our 
camp,  and  their  friendly  dispositions.  You  have  also  a 
copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  by  which  you  will 
find  it  is  their  intention  only  to  seek  a  neutrality  of  the 
Indian  nations,  imless  the  ministerial  agents  should  enga"^e 
them  in  hostilities,  or  enter  into  an  offensive  alliance  with 
them.  I  have  been,  therefore,  embarrassed  in  giving  them 
an  answer  when  they  have  tendered  their  services  and  as- 
sistance. As  your  situation  enables  you  best  to  know  the 
motions  of  the  Governour  and  the  Agents,  I  proposed  to 
them  to  go  home  by  way  of  Ticonderoga,  referring  them 
to  you  for  an  answer,  which  you  would  give  according  to 
the  intelligence  you  have  had,  and  the  judgment  you  have 

*  Dated  Camhridgf,  Augmt  11,  1775. 
t  Dated  Boston,  August  13,  1775. 


formed  of  the  transactions  among  the  Indians;  but  as  they 
do  not  seem  in  any  hurry  to  leave  our  camp,  your  answer 
by  the  retuin  of  this  express  may  possibly  reach  me  before 
they  return,  and  alter  their  route.  Four  of  their  company 
still  remain  in  our  camp,  and  propose  to  stay  some  time 
with  us. 

The  design  of  this  express  is  to  communicate  to  you  a 
plan  of  an  expedition  which  has  engaged  my  thoughts  for 
several  days.  It  is  to  penetrate  into  Canada  by  way  of 
Kennebeck  River,  and  so  to  (^uebcck  by  a  route  ninety 
miles  below  Montreal.  1  can  very  well  spare  a  detach- 
ment for  this  purpose,  of  one  thousand  or  twelve  hundred 
men;  and  the  land  carriage  by  the  route  proposed  is  too  in- 
considerable to  make  an  objection.  If  you  are  resolved  to 
proceed,  which  I  gather  from  your  last  letter  is  your  inten- 
tion, it  would  make  a  diversion  which  would  distract  Carle- 
ton,  and  facilitate  your  views.  He  must  either  break  up  and 
follow  this  party  to  (^ucbcck,  by  which  he  will  leave  you 
free  passage,  or  he  must  suffer  that  important  place  to  fall 
into  our  hands,  an  event  which  would  have  a  decisive 
effect  and  influence  on  the  publick  interests.  There  may 
be  some  danger  that  such  a  sudden  incursion  might  alarm 
the  Canadians,  and  detach  them  from  that  neutrality  which 
they  have  hitherto  observed,  but  I  should  hope  that  with 
suitable  precautions,  and  a  strict  disci|3line  preserved,  any 
apprehensions  and  jealousies  might  be  removed.  The 
few  whom  I  have  consulted  upon  it  approve  it  much,  but 
the  final  determination  is  deferred  until  I  hear  from  you. 
You  will  therefore,  by  the  return  of  this  messenger,  inform 
me  of  your  ultimate  resolution.  If  you  mean  to  proceed, 
acquaint  me  as  particularly  as  you  can  with  the  time  and 
force;  v.liat  late  accounts  you  have  had  from  Canada,  and 
your  opinion  as  to  the  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants  as 
well  as  those  of  the  Indians,  upon  a  penetration  into  their 
country ;  what  number  of  troops  are  at  Qiiebcck,  and 
whether  any  men-of-war,  with  all  other  circumstances 
which  may  be  material  in  the  consideration  of  a  step  of 
such  importance.  Not  a  moment's  time  is  to  be  lost  in  the 
preparation  for  this  enterprise,  if  the  advices  received  from 
you  favour  it.  With  the  utmost  expedition  the  season 
will  be  considerably  advanced,  so  that  you  will  dismiss  the 
express  as  soon  as  possible. 

While  the  three  New-Hampshire  Companies  remain  in 
their  present  station,  they  will  not  be  considered  as  com- 
posing a  pait  of  the  Continental  Army,  but  as  a  militia 
under  the  direction  and  pay  of  the  Colony  whose  inhabit- 
ants they  are,  or  for  whose  defence  they  are  stationed;  so 
that  it  will  not  be  proper  for  me  to  give  any  orders  re- 
specting them. 

We  still  continue  in  the  same  situation  as  to  the  enemy 
as  when  I  wrote  you  last,  but  we  have  had  six  and  a  half 
tons  of  powder  from  the  southward,  which  is  a  very  sea- 
sonable supply.  We  are  not  able  to  learn  any  thing 
farther  of  the  intentions  of  the  enemy,  and  they  are  too 
strongly  ])osted  for  us  to  attempt  any  thing  upon  them  at 
present. 

My  best  wishes  attend  you,  and  believe  me,  with  much 
truth  and  regard,  my  dear  Sir,  your  very  obedient  humble 
servant,  George  Washington. 

General  Schui/lcr,  |)er  express. 


extract  of  a  letter  from  WILLIAM  HENRY  DRAYTON  TO 
the  council  OF  SAFETY  FOR  SOUTH-CAROLINA,  DATED 
LAWSOn's   FORK,  AUGUST  21,    1775. 

Unless  our  friends  in  the  country  find  that  the  non-sub- 
scribers are  debarred  all  communication  with  Charlestown, 
and  all  trade  with  the  country  stores,  they  will  be  much 
chagrined,  and  bad  consequences  may  ensue  ;  in  particu- 
lar, I  most  earnestly  recommend  that  no  more  goods  be 
allowed  to  be  sent  up  to  McLaurin's  store.  His  partner 
in  town  is  one  McCurry  or  Curry,  some  such  name.  This 
man  has  signed  the  Association,  and  under  this  sanction 
he  means  to  supply  McLaurin's,  by  which  means  the 
Butch  will  be  encouraged  to  persevere  in  their  obstinacy. 
And  I  beg  leave  to  caution  you  even  against  McLaurin's 
signing  the  Association,  if  he  should  think  proper  to  do  so 
to  procure  goods,  for  the  Butch  agree  if  there  should  be 
a  necessity,  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  subscribe,  and 
then  they  would  be  supplied  as  usual,  without  their  acced- 
ing to  the  Association. 
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The  commissions  for  the  voiuiueer  companies  ^are  not 
come  to  liand;  but  1  suppose  tiiey  are  with  Colonel  Thonq)- 
son,  who  in  all  probability  will  continue  in  his  new  camp 
until  my  arrival  lliere.  I  reached  Colonel  FktcluiWs 
last  Tkursduy  morning,  before  breakfast,  and  Mr.  Ttn- 
ncnt  and  myself  after  breakfast  engaged  him  in  a  private 
conversation  during  near  three  hours.  We  endeavour- 
ed to  exi)lain  every  thing  to  him.  We  pressed  them  upon 
him,  and  endeavoured  to  show  him  that  we  had  a  confi- 
dence in  him — we  humomed  him — we  laughed  with  him  ; 
then  we  recurred  to  argument,  remonstrances,  and  entreat- 
ies, to  join  his  Country,  and  all  America.  All  that  we  could 
get  from  him  was  this:  ^' ]le  tionlil  mvtr  take  vp  arms 
against  his  King  or  his  countrymen,  and  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia  \vere  impolitick, 
disrespectful,  and  irritating  to  the  King."  We  charged 
hiin  with  having  written  to  the  Governour,  and  with  having 
received  an  answer:  he  confessed  both.  We  named  the 
day  (the  Sunday  preceding)  he  received  the  answer:  he 
allowed  it.  We  named  the  method  by  which  he  received 
it,  (concealed  in  a  cane,)  be  appeared  confounded,  but, 
after  a  pause,  he  attempted  to  laugh  off  this  last  particular. 
Robinson  brought  up  this  letter,  and  Fletchall  would  not 
show  it  to  us.  Robinson  declares  he  has  brought  up  a 
commission  to  raise  men  for  the  King;  and  he  even  liad 
the  imprudence  to  say  before  me,  that  he  should  raise  men 
for  the  defence  of  his  person,  since  many  people  had 
threatened  him.  I  answered,  surely  the  civil  power  would 
not  allow  him  to  go  about  with  armed  men,  to  the  terrour 
of  the  King's  subjects;  he  replied,  why  did  not  the  civil 
power  ])revent  the  Congress  from  having  armed  men,  and 
surely  he  would  have  armed  men  so  long  as  they  had  any. 
This  man's  looks  are  utterly  against  him.  Much  venom 
appears  in  Cunningham's  countenace  and  conversation. 
Neither  of  these  men  say  much ;  but  Broivn*  is  the 
spokesman,  and  his  bitterness  and  violence  are  intolerable. 
He  has  in  various  ways  insulted  us  during  our  twenty-four 
liours  stay  at  FletcltalPs,  as  if  he  wanted  to  provoke  me  to 
violence.  At  length  he  went  so  far  as  to  tell  me  he 
believed  we  did  not  mean  well  to  the  King,  and  that  our 
professions  were  nothing  but  a  cloak.  At  this  provoca- 
tion, after  many  others,  1  almost  lost  my  caution ;  but 
thank  God,  I  did  not  even  appear  to  do  so:  in  a  very  firm 
tone  I  severely  checked  him.  The  Colonel  l)id  him  go  to 
bed.  Before  this  happened  we  had  engaged  the  Colonel 
in  the  private  conversation,  to  call  out  his  Regiment  as  on 
the  23d  instant ;  upon  our  return  to  the  house,  where  this 
Broivn,  Cunningham  and  Robinson  were,  he  mentioned 
what  he  had  promised.  All  three  of  them  were  open- 
mouthed  against  the  measure,  and  Mr.  Tmnent  and  myself 
bad  much  to  do  to  keep  the  Colonel  to  his  promise.  This 
meeting  of  the  Regiment  will  be  at  the  time  and  place  of 
election,  at  Ford's;  and  I  am  not  without  some  apprehen- 
sions that  some  violence  will  then  be  used  against  us.  1 
enclose  a  letter  from  IMr.  Tenncnt  to  me,  the  day  we 
parted  at  the  Colonel's.  And  besides  this,  it  is  my  firm 
belief  that  Brown,  Cunningham  and  Robinson  will  do 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  bring  things  to  extremities, 
for  they  are  clearly  of  opinion  they  can  beat  the  whole 
Colony.  These  men  manage  Fletchall  as  they  please 
when  they  have  him  to  themselves;  indeed,  he  is  so 
fixed,  and  has  made  so  many  declarations,  that  I  firmly 
think  his  pride  and  false  sense  of  honour  will  never  allow 
him  to  appear  to  think  as  we  do,  oven  if  these  men  were 
not  about  him.  Mr.  Kershaw  told  me  he  knew  the  man, 
and  that  no  confidence  was  to  be  placed  in  him. 

Things  wearing  so  unfavourable  an  ap[)earance  Colonel 
Richardson,  Mr.  Kcrshair,  Mr.  Tenncnt,  and  myself, 
unanimously  thought  it  absolutely  expedient  to  direct 
Captain  Purvis  to  raise  an  additional  troop  of  Rangers 
immediately,  to  lie  on  the  back  of  these  })eople,  and  Mr. 
Tenncnt  and  myself  have  given  directions  accordingly,  not 
doubling  hut  that  the  necessity  of  the  case  will  induce  you 
to  ai)prove  the  measure.  Captain  Purvis  came  to  us, 
appeared  much  concerned  for  his  past  conduct,  attributing 
it  to  a  mistake  touch ina  the  station  of  the  Rangers,  which 
be  had  thouglit  had  been  by  the  Congress  fixed  to  the 
back  country  and  frontiers.  He  has  been  since  active  in 
our  favour,  and  is  a  person  of  influence  in  his  part  of  the 
country,  on  the  Ijack  of  Fletchall.    His  brother  is  a  man  of 

«  Tlio  same  who  was  t;irr^d  auj  feathered  al  Augusta. 


great  influence  in  Mecklenburgh,  and  ready  to  march  to 
our  assistance  when  called  u|ion  ;  and  already  Fletchall 
looked  upon  Captain  Purvis  as  an  acquisition  to  his  party. 
Hence,  to  bind  Captain  Purvis's  brother,  and  all  the  friends 
ol'  both  to  us,  to  quash  Fletchall's  expectation  from  the 
Captain,  and  to  have  a  troop  of  Rangers  on  the  back  of 
Fletchall's  [)eople  to  watch  their  motion,  we  all  thought  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  direct  the  raising  of  this  additional 
troop,  as  we  apprehended  you  would  consider  Captain 
Purvis's  letter  and  conduct  as  a  resignation  of  his  com- 
mission, and  that  you  hail  already  disposed  of  it. 

In  consequence  of  the  affidavit  taken  by  Captain 
Purvis,*  I  have  despatched  an  express  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Charlotte,  and  directions  to  Major  fVil- 
liamson  to  throw  into  the  fort  a  re-enforcement  of  thirty 
militia,  to  be  continued  there  by  proper  relieves  during 
one  month,  in  which  time  I  doubt  not  the  whole  Colony 
will  be  in  a  state  of  perfect  security  against  internal  com- 
motion. The  garrison  there  will  now  consist  of  seventy 
odd  men.  I  have  also  given  Major  Williamson  directions 
to  hold  the  militia  in  readiness  to  march  in  case  of  any 
commotion. 

1  had  this  day  a  meeting  with  the  people  in  this  frontier. 
Many  present  were  of  the  other  party,  but  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  these  became  voluntary 
converts;  every  person  received  satisfaction,  and  depart- 
ed with  pleasure.  I  finished  the  day  with  a  barbecued 
beef.  I  have  so  ordered  matters  here  that  this  whole 
fiontier  will  be  formed  into  volunteer  companies ;  but  as 
they  are  at  |)resent  under  Fletchall's  command,  they  insist 
upon  being  formed  into  a  Regiment  independent  of  him; 
and  I  flatter  myself  you  will  think  this  method  of  weaken- 
ing Fletchall  to  be  consistent  with  soimd  policy.  These 
people  are  active  and  spirited;  they  are  staunch  in  our 
favour ;  are  capable  of  forming  a  good  barrier  against  the 
Indians,  and  of  being  a  severe  check  upon  Fletchall's 
peojile,  on  whom  they  border,  if  they  should  think  of  quit- 
ting their  habitations  under  the  banners  of  F/f/f/fo//,  or  his 
companions ;  for  these  reasons,  and  to  enable  them  to  act 
with  vigour,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  supply  them  with  a 
small  quantity  of  anmnmition,  (for  now  they  have  not  one 
ounce,)  when  they  sliall  be  formed  into  regular  Compa- 
nies.    Several  Companies  will  be  formed  by  this  day  week, 

I  enclose  to  you  an  aflidavit,  by  which  you  will  see 
there  is  no  dependance  on  Cameron.  1  have  sent  up  a 
short  talk  to  the  Cherokecs,  inviting  them  to  come  down 
to  me  within  twelve  days  to  Amelia.  Mr.  Pcaris  has 
undertaken  to  conduct  six  of  their  head  men  to  me,  and  I 
should  be  glad  within  the  time  mentioned  to  receive  from 
you  seventy  or  eighty  pounds  worth  of  shirts,  watch-coats, 
blankets,  linen,  strouds  and  jiaints,  and  your  instructions, 
if  you  choose  I  should  say  any  thing  in  particular  to  them. 
On  Wednesday  I  shall,  with  Mr.  Tenncnt,  Mr.  Hart  and 
Mr.  Reisc,  attend  the  election  and  review  of  Fletchall's 
Regiment  at  Ford's,  at  the  mouth  of  Cedar  Creek,  upon 
Enorcc.  You  will  see  the  place  in  the  small  map.  What 
the  event  will  be  I  am  at  a  loss  to  say;  I  do  not  expect  any 
success — 1  apprehend  some  insults.  I  may  be  mistaken 
in  both  opinions.  Within  twelve  days  1  purpose  to  be  at 
Colonel  Thompson's  camp,  where  1  think  it  will  be 
advisable  that  I  should  remain  till  I  shall  see  every  spark 
of  insurrection  extinguished ;  but  in  regard  to  this  I  shall 

*  Aopoarcd  personally  before  me,  Zachariah  Bell,  and  swore  that, 
walkinjr  n.-ar  tlir  lioiisc  of  Colonel  Fletchall.  he  heard  one  of  six  or 

sevei n,  in  -1     roi;|,,  ^  ly.  tli:it  a  |ii'r-^(in  'whose  name  ho  did  not  hear) 

was  Ic  .    1         I       ''    \  ^.  In  snzi'  ii|um  powder;  the  deponent  could 

nol  lir  I     I.I  •''..'•  [il.tr. •.      Ai  wiiirli  another  answered  that  he 

(tlie  I'liM  i.i  .[,  ■  ill.:  l.i'tlrr  ti..l  l'",  lor  if  lie  did,  with  double  tha 
niiniljrr  of  iiu  tj.  liny  might  expcei  to  lie  killed,  and  not  succeed. 
.Sworn  before  me,  this  laili  day  of  August,  177.i,  on  the  road  near  Fair. 
Fill  rf  si.  E.  FuBvis,  JuN., 

This  aflidavit  was  enclosed  to  Mr.  Drayton,  in  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Tennnil,  of  the  following  purport: 

Di; AR  Sir  :  Coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  above,  and  no  longrr 
doubling  of  the  infernal  design  to  take  Fort  Charhlle,  hy  the  Gov- 
crnour's  order,  and  to  open  a  dismal  campaign  in  this  quarter,  by  this 
means  I  send  this  express,  that  you  may  advertise  the  fort,  and 
tlirow  as  many  men  into  it  as  possible  and  disappoint  them.  I  have 
put  tilings  together,  and  am  no  longer  at  a  loss  as  to  tlic  design  to 
embody  men,  as  an  asylum  for  all  the  Tories,  and  that  sliortly.  And 
am  yovu-s,  Wji.  Tennent. 

I'.  S.  From  a  question  asked  me  by  the  Colonel,  I  suspect  some 
li.irsh  design  :  be  upon  your  guard. 

To  the  Hon.  Wm.  Henry  Drayton,  at  Mr.  iluckelwaines. 
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regulate  myself  by  your  orders  on  the  subject,  which  I 
hope  to  receive  by  the  time  I  arrive  at  the  camp.  If 
Kirkhind  shall  be  seized,  without  doubt  a  commotion  will 
follow;  and  if  he  goes  oft"  with  impunity  and  without  (jues- 
tion,  it  will  be  fatal  to  the  discipline  of  the  army,  especially 
the  Rangers.  But  this  is  not  all,  vigorous  measures  are 
absolutely  necessary.  If  a  dozen  persons  are  allowed  to 
be  at  large,  our  progress  has  been  in  vain,  and  we  shall 
be  involved  in  a  civil  war  in  spite  of  our  teeth.  In  giving 
you  this  information  I  tell  a  melancholy  truth,  but  I  do 
n)y  duty.  If  certain  persons  should  be  secured,  sonic 
commotion  in  all  probability  will  follow;  but  I  am  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  disaffected  parts  of  the 
country,  and  with  such  parts  as  may  be  brought  against 
them,  that  I  am  under  no  apprehensions  for  the  conse- 
quences, provided  prompt  and  vigorous  measures  attend 
every  appearance  of  insurrection. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  observe  that  as  this  business  is 
of  the  highest  importance,  so  your  oiders  on  the  subject 
should  be  clear  and  general,  to  vest  proper  authority  to 
take  such  measure  as  may  tend  to  suppress  this  threaten- 
ing insurrection,  that  will  assuredly  break  out  liy  dehi)-, 
and  come  upon  us  unexpectedly. 

Perhaps  my  being  arrived  at  the  camp,  in  my  return 
home,  may  be  construed  an  expiration  of  the  powers  vested 
in  Mr.  Tcnncnt  and  myself;  and  his  return  to  Chaiim- 
toivn  may  work  an  annihilation  of  powers,  to  be  exercised 
by  us  together;  for,  as  our  continuance  in  the  countiy 
will  be  of  but  little  benefit  in  the  Diitc/i  settlements  and 
the  disaffected  quarters,  while  under  the  influence  of 
Fletc/iaU's  people,  so  1  make  no  doubt  but  that  Mr. 
Tennent  will  choose  to  return  to  Town,  sensible  that  his 
jiresence  in  the  country  will  not  be  of  any  advantage  in 
the  way  of  expounding  our  ])olitical  texts  to  the  people. 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  things  fully  before  you,  that 
you  may  regulate  yourselves  thereupon,  and  send  orders 
to  nie  at  Amelia,  by  which  I  shall  either  remain  with  the 
camp  or  return  to  Chnrlcstoim.  But  I  pray  you  to  he 
expeditious,  for  a  delay  on  your  parts  will  allow  llic 
enemy  lo  recover  many  of  our  converts,  and  I  know  ihiy 
are  active,  malicious,  and  bent  upon  mischief. 

Mr.  Tennent  and  Colonel  Richardson  were  successful 
in  their  journey  beyond  Broad  River.  Mr.  Tontcvt  is 
now  in  Neel's  quarters,*  where  they  are  very  hearty  in 
our  cause;  Mr.  Kershatv  and  Colonel  Richardson  took 
their  leave  of  us  when  we  quitted  Fletchall,  being  sensi- 
ble they  could  not  in  those  parts  be  of  any  assistance  to 
us.     They  have  been  very  diligent. 

South-Carolina,  Ninety-Six  District: 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me  Jonathan  Clark, 
resident  upon  the  banks  of  Saluda  River,  in  the  Cherokee 
country,  who  being  duly  sworn  sayeth,  that  on  or  about 
the  thirteenth  instant,  being  in  the  Cherokee  country 
aforesaid,  he  saw  and  conversed  with  John  Garwick,  an 
intiinate  friend  and  countryman  of  Alexander  Cameron, 
De|)uty  Superintendent  among  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
touching  the  danger  of  the  Cherokees  commencing  hostili- 
ties ;  that  if  there  was  any  danger,  he,  the  said  Jonathan, 
might  remove  in  time  to  a  place  of  security  ;  and  that  he 
spoke  on  this  subject  to  the  said  John,  because  of  his  close 
connection  with  the  said  Alexander,  and  thereby  of  his,  tlie 
said  John's,  ability  to  give  information  touching  that  subject ; 
that  on  this  subject  the  said  John  answered  that  he, 
Jonathan,  need  not  be  under  any  apprehensions  of  danger, 
until  such  time  as  there  should  be  some  disturbances  below 
in  the  country,  between  the  King's  Army  and  the  Colo- 
nists, and  that  then  it  would  be  high  time  for  him,  the 
said  Jonathan,  to  take  care  of  himself,  and  remove  from 
the  frontiers.  Also,  the  said  John  continued  his  discourse, 
and  said  that  about  three  weeks  then  last  past,  the  said 
Alexander  had  held  a  meeting  with  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
at  which  about  four  hundred  of  them  were  assembled, 
when  he,  the  said  John,  heard  the  said  Alexander  tell  the 
said  Indians,  that  the  people  o(  America  ha.d  used  the 
King  very  ill,  and  had  kdled  a  considerable  number  of  his 
Army,  and  that  the  King  was  to  send  out  more  soldiers  to 
suppress  them  ;  that  the  Indians  ought  not  to  turn  against 
their  father,  (meaning  the  King)  but  that  they  should  join 

♦  TInmi,,!!  Ncrl,  Colom.1  of  tliL^  Ruami'iit  of  Militi.i,  iu  thu  Nuw 
Acqa>.ition. 


his  Army  against  the  people  oi'  America ;  that  to  this  the 
Indians  replied,  they  could  not  fight,  for  they  had  not  any 
gunpowder;  and  the  said  Alexander  returned,  that  should 
be  no  obstacle,  for  he  would  take  care  to  supply  them. 
The  said  John  also  further  said,  that  the  said  Alexander 
did  all  he  could  to  influence  the  said  Indians  to  join  the 
King's  forces  against  the  people  of  Carolina;  and  who 
could  blame  him  for  doing  so,  since  he,  the  said  Alexander, 
was  in  the  King's  service.  Also,  that  in  conclusion,  about 
forty  of  the  said  Indians  turning  their  backs  to  the  said 
Alexander,  discharged  their  guns;  and  then  the  whole 
assembly  sat  up  the  war-whoop,  which  he,  the  said  John, 
said  was  as  a  signal  that  they,  tlie  said  Indians,  approved 
the  discourse  of  the  said  Alexander,  and  agreed  to  what 
he  had  said.     And  further  this  dejionent  saith  not. 

Jonathan  Clahk. 
Sworn  and  signed  before  me,  this  '21st  day  oi'  August, 
\Vm.  Henky  Drayton,  (Quorum  i'niis. 

Siii'th-Carolina,  Ninety-Six  District: 

Tin's  day  personally  appeared  before  me  James  IVoml, 
John  Wood,  Moses  Wood,  and  John  Prince,  of  the  Dis- 
trict aforesaid,  who  being  severally  sworn  according  to  law, 
say  that  they  know  the  above-mentioned  Jonathan  Clark, 
believe  him  to  he  an  honest  man  and  worthy  of  credit,  and 
that  they  do  not  know  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
reputation.  And  fui-ther  the  said  deponents  say  not. 
James  Wood,  Moses  Wood, 
John  VVood,        John  Prince. 

Sworn  and  signed  before  me  this  '21  st  day  of  August, 
Wm.  Menry  Dravton,  (Quorum  Cans. 


ESSEX  COUNTY    (vIR(;INIa)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  the  Cmnity  of 
Essex,  at  John  Whitlock's,  in  Tappahannock,  on  Monday, 
the  21st  day  of  August,  1775  : 

George  Steivart  having  been  accused  with  saying,  at 
different  times  and  places,  that  he  had  bread  and  "flour  on 
board  his  vessel  designed  for  the  man-of-war;  and  that 
Peyton  Randolph  and  Thomas  Nelson,  Junior,  Esquires, 
would  supply  the  man-of-war  now,  for  that  a  peace  was 
made;  and  that  a  yoimg  man  whom  he  saw  in  a  huntinir 
shirt  bad  better  go  home,  for  that  the  English  would  be 
an  overiliatch  for  the  Americans,  or  words  lo  that  effect : 
and  the  said  George  Stcivart  having  appeared,  and  the 
witnesses  against  him  having  been  examined,  who  proved 
the  charges,  he  endeavoured  to  excuse  himself  by  saying 
he  was  in  liquor  at  the  several  times  of  the  aforementioned 
conversations.  And  the  matter  aforesaid  having  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee,  they  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  cargo  of  the  Schooner  Enterprise,  of  which  the  said 
George  Stewart  is  master,  consisting  of  twenty-six  barrels 
of  bread,  be  landed  and  stored  with  Mr.  James  Lang,  at 
the  expense  of  the  owners,  under  the  direction  ol'John 
Upshatv,  Chairman,  and  any  three  of  the  Coninnltee,  un- 
til the  owners  of  the  said  bread  shall  satisfy  the  Chairman, 
or  any  thi'ee  of  the  Committee,  that  it  is  not  intended  for 
any  purpose  injurious  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  published  in  the  Tlrginia 
Gazette.  Jack  Powek,   CU?k. 

ST.  George's  hundred  (new-castle  county,  delawarf.) 

COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  .SV.  George's  Hun- 
di'cd,  in  New-Castle  County,  at  the  Ti-ap,  the  21st  August, 
1775,  Mr.  Peter  Hyett  being  in  the  chair,  when  Mr.  Hugh 
Cahnon  attended,  and  signed  the  folloning  Recantation, 
which  was  voted  satisfactory,  viz : 

Whereas  I  have  some  time  since  frequently  made  use  ot 
rash  and  imprudent  expressions  with  respect  to  the  conduct 
of  my  worthy  countrymen  now  struggling  in  the  most  noble 
cause  of  liberty  :  1  do  therefore  take  this  opportunity  piib- 
lickly  to  declare,  that  my  expressions  have  proceeded  from 
a  very  contracted  knowledge  of  the  British  Constitution 
and  the  just  rights  of  human  nature,  and  am  now  sensible  of 
my  acting  entirely  wTong,  for  which  I  am  extremely  sorrv, 
and  humbly  ask  forgiveness  of  the  publick,  upon  assurance 
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of  my  solemn  promise  to  conduct  myself  for  tiie  future  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  my  countrymen, 
in  promoting  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  and  heartily 
approving  the  different  resolves  and  modes  prescribed  by 
our  honourable  Conlinental  Congress,  for  the  preservation 
of  Amerkan  freedom,  which  1  now  plainly  see  is  attempt- 
ed to  be  rooted  out  of  this  Country  by  a  corrupted  Minis- 
try. 1  hope  this  publick  acknowledgment  of  my  errour, 
and  a  full  conviction  of  the  justice  and  legality  of  the  cause, 
will  wipe  off  the  just  resentments  that  my  former  bad  con- 
duct have  raised  against  me,  and  induce  the  publick  to 
believe  me  determined,  as  1  am  for  the  future,  to  stand 
forth  (or  freedom  and  the  good  of  this  Country. 

HL'(in  Cahoon. 

BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN  TO  NKW-VORK  CONGKKSS. 

Ill  Coiniiiitlce  of  .Safety,  Phil:i(ielplua,  August  -.'1,  1775. 

Gkntlemkn:  We  are  much  obliged  by  your  communi- 
cation of  the  intelligence  from  General  IVashinglon,  and 
shall  forward  it  to  the  Conmiittees  down  the  river.  As 
possibly  the  enemy  may  think  of  calling  upon  us,  it  ren- 
ders it  more  necessary  for  us  to  keep  the  little  powder  we 
have,  but  when  any  fresh  supply  shall  anive  here,  we  shall 
readily  spare  you  a  part  of  it.  \\'e  are,  Genllemeii.  your 
most  obedient  humble  servants. 

By  order:  B.  Fhanki.in,  Vrtsident. 

To  P.  T^.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  and  the  Members  of  the 

Provincial  Congress,  New- York. 


ON    STANDING    AIOIIF.S. 

Piiilad.-lpliia,  August  xil,  1775. 

New  systems  of  Governinent  advance  gradually  towards 
perfection.  Men  may  he  free  and  happy  without  knowing 
in  what  freedom  and  happiness  consist.  Jt  is  a  misfortune  to 
think  too  highly  of  a  nation  as  well  as  of  individuals,  in  as 
much  as  we  are  often  led  thereby  to  copy  their  imperfec- 
tions along  with  excellencies.  This  has  been  too  much 
the  case  in  our  attachment  to  Great  Britain.  In  our  ven- 
eration for  her  constitution  and  laws,  we  have  lost  sight  of 
those  evils  which  now  press  down  her  liberties,  and  spread 
desolation  and  slavery  thiough  every  part  of  the  Empire. 
We  thrived  upon  her  wholesome  milk  during  our  infancy. 
She  then  enjoyed  a  sound  constitution.  1  will  not  say 
tJiat  it  is  high  time  we  should  be  taken  from  her  breasts, 
but  I  will  say  that  she  has  played  the  harlot  in  her  old  age, 
and  that  if  we  continue  to  press  them  too  closely  we  shall 
extract  nothing  from  them  but  disease  and  death. 

I  shall  only  mention  one  political  evil  to  which  there  is 
too  great  a  propensity  in  the  American  Colonies,  and  that 
is,  a  willingness  to  trust  the  defence  of  our  country  to  mer- 
cenary troops.  1  would  not  be  understood  here  to  insi- 
nuate the  least  reflection  upon  our  brave  countrymen  who 
are  now  encamped  around  Boston :  a  mercenary  army 
was  absolutely  necessary  in  that  place,  as  the  militia  of  that 
country  were  unequal  to  the  toil  and  expense  of  besieging 
and  watching  the  motions  of  our  enemies.  Mercenaries 
are,  moreover,  necessary  when  the  machinations  of  an 
enemy  render  offensive  war  justifiable.  The  expedition  to 
Ticondcroga,  which  was  dictated  by  the  first  law  of  nature, 
could  be  conducted  only  by  mercenary  troops. 

What  I  aim  only  to  condemn  is  the  practice  of  several 
of  our  Provincial  Conventions  in  taking  a  number  of 
Minute-Men  into  pay.  These  men  must  always  be  com- 
posed of  people  of  the  smallest  property,  and  perhaps  of  the 
least  virtue  among  us.  They  must  associate  together  in  bar- 
racks or  camps,  and  in  proportion  as  this  become  the  case, 
they  will  lose  the  gentleness  and  sobriety  of  citizens.  The 
military  spirit  by  being  transferred  from  the  bulk  of  a 
country  to  a  few  mercenaries,  is  gradually  monopolized  by 
them,  so  that  in  a  few  years,  from  being  our  servants,  we 
furnish  them  with  the  means  of  becoming  our  masters. 
Moreover,  it  is  impossible  for  the  proportion  of  men  which 
each  Colony  can  raise  to  be  equal  to  all  the  exigencies  of 
surprises  and  descents  upon  our  coasts.  A  city  may  be 
burnt,  or  an  island  may  be  plundered  while  an  army  of 
miuutc-men  are  pursuing  a  handful  of  our  enemies,  sent 
into  another  part  of  the  country  on  purpose  to  decoy  them. 
1  say  nothing  of  the  expense  of  supporting  these  minute- 
nieu,  for  if  they  were  necessary,  millions  should  be  like 


the  dust  of  the  balance,  when  weighed  against  the  appoint- 
ment of  them. 

A  standing  army  in  a  part  of  a  country  which  is  not  the 
immediate  seat  of  war,  is  attended  with  all  the  inconve- 
niences and  dangers  of  a  standing  army  in  the  most  pro- 
found peace.  Historx-  is  dyed  in  blood  when  it  speaks  of 
the  ravages  which  standing  armies  have  committed  upon 
the  liberties  of  mankind  :  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  best 
principles  and  characters  have  been  converted  into  instru- 
ments of  tyranny,  by  the  arts  of  wicked  Ministers  and 
Kmgs.  Cromwell  overturned  the  commonwealth  of  Eng- 
land with  the  remains  of  bis  army  of  saints.  Nor  is  the 
small  size  of  a  standing  army  any  security  against  the  dan- 
gers to  be  apprehended  from  them.  King  James  the 
Second,  at  the  heai'  of  only  two  thousand  mercenaries,  de- 
feated the  popular  Duke  of  Monmouth  at  the  head  of  eight 
thousand  men,  and  was  led  from  his  success  in  this  battle 
to  trample  under  bis  feet  the  most  sacred  rights  of  bis 
coimtry.  It  is  true  the  same  mercenaries  afterwards  threw 
down  their  arms,  and  refused  to  oppose  the  landing  of 
King  IViUiam,  but  it  was  only  because  their  royal  master 
offended  them,  by  lavishing  military  promotions  upon  his 
Roman  Catholidc  subjects.  In  a  word,  had  I  the  wings 
and  tongue  of  an  angid,  I  would  fly  from  one  end  of  the 
Continent  to  the  other  at  the  present  junctuie,  and  proclaim 
constantly  in  the  ears  of  my  countrymen,  Beware  of  stand- 
ing armies. 

The  Congress  have  recommended  a  perfect  plan  for  a 
military  law  to  the  Colonies.  They  have  ordered  every  man 
between  sixteen  and  fifty  to  be  completely  armed  and  dis- 
ciplined, and  a  fourth  part  of  these,  in  rotation,  to  be  ready 
to  march  into  any  part  of  their  own,  or  a  neighbouring 
Colony  oidy,  at  a  minute's  warning.  This  proportion  of 
men  is  to  be  provided  with  tents  and  provisions.  The  rest 
of  the  inhabitants  of  each  Colony  are  to  be  fully  provided 
with  arms,  powder  and  ball,  as  mentioned  in  the  order  of 
the  Congress. 

It  is  needless  to  declaim  long  upon  the  advantages  of  a 
well  regulated  militia.  A  knowledge  of  the  use  of  arms  is 
the  only  condition  of  freedom.  This  knowledge  ofien  pre- 
cludes the  use  of  arms  ;  for  wars  we  find  are  generally  made 
upon  defenceless  countries.  It  is  impossible  to  subdue  a 
country  of  any  extent  where  every  citizen  is  a  soldier,  and 
every  soldier  a  citizen.  The  Republick  of  Switzerland 
has  jM'eserved  its  peace,  as  well  as  its  freedom,  longer  than 
any  country  in  Europe.  The  reason  is  plain  :  in  Stvit- 
zerland  the  soldier  and  the  citizen  are  united  in  the  same 
person. 

The  Athenian  and  Sj'ortan  militia  were  constantly  vic- 
torious over  the  innumerable  mercenaries  of  Persia.  The 
Bomrnis  conquered  the  world  in  the  Republican  times  with 
armies  of  unpaid  militia:  the  wealth  and  power  of  Car- 
thage, which  were  supported  by  a  mercenary  army,  fell 
before  them.  Some  people  1  know  have  ascribed  the  victo- 
ries of  the  ancient  Republicks  less  to  the  di^ci|)line  of  their 
militia,  than  to  those  God-like  virtues  which  were  inspired 
by  the  forin  of  their  Governments.  They  tell  us  that  in 
countiies  where  every  man  has  property,  and  an  equal 
right  to  a  share  in  the  legislation,  to  ofler  a  soldier  pa\'  for 
his  services  is  to  ofler  a  man  a  draught  upon  himself.  I 
acknowledge  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  these  encomiums 
upon  popular  Governments.  I  shall  therefore  beg  leave  to 
resume  my  subject. 

A  militia  man  is  under  many  obligations  to  acijuil 
himself  well  in  the  day  of  trial,  which  never  can  operate 
upon  a  mercenary  soldier.  He  fights  in  the  society  of  the 
conqianions  of  his  youth,  whom  perhaps,  he  has  often 
roused  to  a  zeal  for  their  country.  He  fights  within  sight 
of  the  roof  under  which  he  drew  his  first  breath,  of  the 
cradle  in  which  he  was  rocked,  and  of  the  soil  from  which 
he  has  derived  all  his  nourishment  and  property;  perhaps 
his  head  at  the  same  time  is  moistened  with  the  tears  of  a 
venerable  father  or  mother,  shed  in  prayers  for  the  success 
of  his  arms.  Stop !  thou  mercenary  caitiff;  lay  down 
thy  arms;  let  go  thy  plunder;  and  oblige  not  our  hero  to 
stain  his  patrimony  with  thy  guilty  blood  !  It  is  impiety  to 
believe  that  a  freeman  thus  animated  can  ever  be  con- 
quered. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Military  Association  is  not  gen- 
eral, and  that  some  men  (not  conscientiously  scrupulous 
against  bearing  arms)  have  not  subscribed  it.     I  leave  it  to 
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the  wisdom  of  the  Congress  to  decree  some  punishment 
for  such  delinquents.  1  cannot  however  lieip  ihinking  it 
a  httle  extraordinary,  lliat  the  importer  of  a  lew  English 
goods  should  be  advertised  as  an  enemy  to  his  country, 
and  all  intercourse  be  forbidden  with  him,  and  that  an 
American  should  be  sulFered  to  fold  his  arms  in  his  breast, 
while  every  part  of  his  country  is  open  to  the  attack  of  an 
enemy.  Such  a  man  is  an  importer  of  slavery,  and  in 
spite  of  all  his  boasted  zeal  or  artful  subterfuges,  1  maintain 
that  he  is,  in  the  worst  sense  of  the  words,  an  encmij  to 
his  Country.  Cakactacus. 


ZEBULON  BUTLER  TO  ELLIS   HUGHES. 

Westmoruliiiid,  August  21,  1775. 

FiUEKu  Hughes:  Received  yours  of  the  25th  June, 
1775.  Observed  the  contents;  can't  say  but  1  am  sur- 
prised at  it.  Can't  say  but  some  of  your  people  have  met 
with  some  rough  treatment  by  some  of  our  people  ;  but 
I'm  not  to  answer  for  that.  You  mention  you  have  heard 
that  a  number  of  our  people  are  coming  to  settle  in  or  near 
your  neighbourhood,  and  that  you  have  got  the  minds  of 
the  people,  and  think  it  not  proper,  for  union  ought  to 
be  kept  among  us.  Do  you  think  we  are  blind,  or  what 
do  you  think  of  us  ?  I  own  that  at  this  day  we,  and  all 
the  Continent,  ought  to  be  united  ;  but  do  you  expect 
that  we  will  lie  still  in  this  difficult  day  and  let  you  take 
the  advantage  of  the  times,  and  press  on  settlers  to  fill 
up  the  land,  and  we  lie  still  because  of  the  times?  Yuu 
may  depend  on  it,  we  have  a  mind  to  settle  some  of  our 
land  where  it  lies  vacant,  and  you  may  depend  on  it,  that 
we  have  no  design  to  disturb  or  dispossess  any  person 
settled  either  under  Pennsylvania  or  under  Conntcticut. 
You  mention  the  thing  of  shedding  blood.  I  am  as  much 
concerned  about  imitinn  as  you,  notwithstanding  you  talk 
of  your  shedding  our  blood. 

Your  friend,  Zebulon  Butlek. 

Ellis  Hughes,  Esq. 


FRANCIS  STEPHENS  TO  GEORGE  WRAV. 

Office  ot"  Oi-dnanco,  Now.York,  August  21,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  9th  and  17th 
July,  the  former  accompanying  your  first  and  second  Bills 
of  Exchange  in  my  favour  on  the  honourable  Board  of 
Ordnance,  for  one  hundred  Pounds  sterling,  which  I  shall 
endeavour  to  negotiate  ;  but  with  what  success  is  by  no 
means  at  present  in  my  power  to  determine,  as  you  must, 
no  doubt,  be  sensible  of  the  Congress  having  long  ago  for- 
bid all  persons  purchasing  such  from  those  who  are  any 
wise  connected  with  the  Army.  However,  you  may  de- 
pend I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  surmount  this  difficulty,  and 
when  disposed  of,  apply  the  amount  thereof  to  the  purpose 
intended. 

Mrs.  Gay  has  received  her  two  Shillings  sterling  per 
diem  from  Mr.  McEvers,  as  has  Mrs.  Gillihen  her  five 
Pounds  currency  per  month,  and  Mr.  Elphinston  has  like- 
wise received  from  that  gentleman  his  subsistence  for 
the  months  of  July  and  August,  with  Walker,  the  cooper, 
and  Sergeant  Brown,  with  one  Parbudgc,  late  a  matross, 
have  also  been  paid  their  pensions.  In  respect  to  the  mode 
of  settling  your  account  with  the  late  Mr.  Forman,  it  is  by 
no  means  in  ray  power  to  advise  you,  as  nothing  has  yet 
been  done  in  his  affairs  otherwise  than  securing  his  papers, 
which  are  extremely  numerous,  and  will  require  a  person 
of  ability,  and  take  up  some  considerable  time,  properly  to 
adjust  them,  &ic.  As  to  Samuel  Roberts,  the  armourer, 
he  has  been  employed  for  some  years  past  as  an  extra  arti- 
ficer at  this  place,  and  has  hitherto  received  four  Shillings 
currency  per  diem;  but  on  his  leaving  New-  York  I  agreed 
in  that  case  to  pay  him  three  Shillings  sterling  per  diem, 
equal  to  what  he  will  he  allowed  should  he  be  appointed 
in  the  room  of  the  late  Charles  Hadley,  deceased,  and 
which  Mr.  Richard  Forman,  in  a  letter  to  him  about  three 
months  since,  intimated  was  really  the  case;  but  as  I  have 
not  as  yet  received  any  letter  from  the  Board  on  the  subject, 
of  course  cannot  at  present  look  upon  him  as  such,  or  other- 
wi-e  than  an  extra  armourer.  He  has  been  paid  by  me  to 
the  130th  June  last,  and  his  three  Shillings  sterling  per  diem 
should  commence  the  first  July,  reserving  eighteen  Shil- 


lings currency  per  week,  which  he  desired  might  be  paid 
to  his  wife,  and  which  she  accordingly  receives  from  me, 
during  his  absence ;  but  I  should  think,  as  he  is  at  present 
situated  in  Boston,  and  immediately  under  your  direction, 
you  had  better  get  him  included  in  your  extra  list,  deduct- 
ing from  his  pay  the  above  eighteen  Shillings,  on  account 
of  his  Aimily,  which  sum  I  can,  in  like  manner  with  the 
rest,  debit  your  account.  I  notice  what  you  observed  in 
respect  to  my  ))urchasing  a  supply  of  fine  paper,  and  wish 
with  all  my  heart  it  was  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your 
request;  but  were  1  in  possession  of  that  or  any  other  article 
which  you  may  be  ever  so  nuich  necessitated  for,  it  would 
not  be  possible  for  me  at  present  to  get  them  any  wise  con- 
veyed from  hence  to  Boston,  as  a  guard  is  constantly  kept 
in  order  to  prevent  any  thing  of  the  kind  being  effected. 
On  a  slight  view  of  your  account,  as  it  at  present  stands 
in  late  Mr.  Forman's  books,  there  appears  a  balance  against 
you  of  £1048  4s.  3i(/.  sterling;  but  1  don't  find  any  credit 
given  you  for  such  vouchers  as  you  may  have  transmitted 
him  during  the  lime  you  have  been  at  Boston,  and  which 
no  doubt  must  be  the  case  on  a  further  elucidation.  Mr. 
Charles  McEvers,  Captain  Adyc,  and  myself  proposed, 
soon  after  Mr.  Forman s  decease,  to  administer  to  his 
elllcts  ;  but  for  reasons  since  agitated,  it  was  thought  most 
advisable  to  protract  it,  observing  to  prevent  any  other 
person  taking  out  letters  to  that  purpose.  I  shall  certainly 
write  to  Colonel  Cleveland  by  this  conveyance  ;  but  be  that 
as  it  may,  desire  that  you  will  acquaint  him  that  notliing 
shall  be  wanting,  that  is  in  my  power,  towards  complying 
with  his  request,  in  respect  to  the  management  of  the 
business  he  recommended,  that  of  paying  such  draughts  as 
may  have  been  drawn  on  the  late  Mr.  Commissary  For- 
man. And  every  thing  which  may  any  wise  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  good  of  His  Majesty's  service,  shall  be  properly 
attended  to  by.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Stephens. 

P.  S.  The  letters  which  you  enclosed  in  your  last  for 
Mrs.  fVray  were  forwarded  the  day  they  weie  received, 
viz:  on  ninth  instant ;  and  the  one  I  now  send  you  from  her, 
has  been  a  considerable  time  by  me  waiting  for  an  oppor- 
tunity. Pray  be  so  good  as  to  cause  the  enclosed  to  be 
delivered  as  directed. 

Mr.  George  IVray,  Acting  Commissary,  he.  Royal  Ar- 
tillery at  Boston. 


PHILIP     RHINE!, ANDER     AND     OTHERS     TO    THP:     NKW-YOKK 
CONGRESS. 

Now.York,  August  21,  1775. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress : 
We,  the  subscribers,  hereby  beg  leave  to  certify  that 
Philip  Schurman,  carpenter,  one  of  the  unhappy  persons 
that  were  taken  by  the  American  Army  at  Boston,  was, 
about  twelve  months  ago,  seduced  to  that  employ  by  Jona- 
than Hampton,  which  was  the  more  easily  done  as  he  is 
but  a  very  young  man,  and  had  but  just  ended  his  appren- 
ticeship at  the  time  of  his  going  to  Boston.  His  friends 
here  had  wrote  long  ago  pressing  him  to  come  home,  and 
are  well  informed  that  he  would  have  done  so,  provided 
any  opportunity  could  have  been  got.  His  friends  here, 
many  of  whom  are  and  always  have  been  steadfast  in  the 
support  of  the  liberties  of  this  Countiy,  are  suffering  much 
distress  on  his  account,  and  propose  to  send  his  brother, 
John  Schurman,  to  the  camp  to-morrow,  in  order  to  solicit 
fur  his  liberty.  And  they  humbly  request  that  this  Con- 
gress will  take  the  case  of  this  poor  young  man  into  con- 
sideration, and  favour  them  with  a  letter  to  General  IVash- 
ington  in  his  behalf. 

Phil.  Rhinelander, 

William  Rhinelander,  Jr., 

Jacob  Rhinelander, 

T.  John  Van  Winckel, 

John  Sandfohd, 

George  Elwvn, 

John  Acklat,  House-Carpenter. 

Jacob  Clock,  House-Carpenter. 

Charles  Huestis,  Carpenter. 

William  Carman,  House- Carpenter. 

John  Ada.ms,  House- Carpenter. 
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FIELD-OFFICEI'.S   OF  THE    SECOND    BATTALION   OF   SUFFOLK 
COLNTV,   NEW-YOUK. 

A  Return  of  tlie  names  of  the  persons  for  the  Field 

Officers  of  the  Second  Battalion  in  Suffolk  County,  taken 
accordint;  to  the  directions  of  the  Provincial  Congress  by 
ihc  Coinmittees  of  East  and  Southampton,  viz:  David 
Mulford,  First  Colonel ;  Jonallian  Hedges,  Second  Colo- 
nel ;  Uriah  Rogers,  First  Major;  George  Merrick,  Second 
Major ;  John  Gilstoa,  Adjutant ;  Fhincas  Howell,  Quar- 
termaste]-. 

Signetl  by  order  of  the  Connnittee  : 

David  Peirson,  Chairman. 

Aiif,nist21,  1775. 


UETURN  OF  MILITIA  OFFICERS   FOR    SOUTHEAST    PRECINCT, 
DUTCHESS  COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 
DutchgsE  County,  Soutlicust  Piecinct  Comniill.'n,  \ 
August  21,  177...       \ 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress, 
Ordered,  That  Thomas  Baldwin,  Esquire,  and  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Foster,  two  of  the  Members  of  this  Commit- 
tee, notify  the  Militia  of  this  Precinct,  consisting  of  one 
Beat,  (lately  commanded  by  John  Field,  as  Captain.)  to 
appear  on  the  -iGtli  instant  at  the  usual  place  of  parade, 
that  the  said  Militia,  under  the  direction  and  inspection  of 
the  said  Baldwin  and  Foster,  may  arrange  themselves  into 
a  military  Company,  agreeable  to  said  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress. That  said  Militia  do  tlien  and  there  make  choice 
of  military  officers  by  a  majority  of  votes,  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  said  Company;  and  that  the  said  Baldwin  and 
Foster  make  return  of  their  doing  to  the  Chairman  of  this 
Committee.  j^^^^^^  ^,^^^^^  Chairman. 

.Soutlio  ist  rrecinct,  August  28,  1775. 

Having  duly  executed  the  above  Order  of  Committee, 
we  hereby  certify  that  the  Company  of  Militia  of  said 
Southeast  Precinct,  agreeable  to  said  order,  did  assemble ; 
and  that  they  have,  by  a  fair  majority  of  votes,  made  choice 
of  commissioned  Olficers  to  take  the  command  of  said  Com- 
pany, agreeable  to  the  aforesaid  Resolution  of  Congress, 
as  follows,  viz:  Williain  Mott,  Captain;  Benjamin.  Hig- 
gins,  First  Ijieutenant ;  Kbenezer  Gage,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant;  Nathaniel  Green,  Jun.,  Ensign. 

Test:  Thomas  Baldwin, 

INatiianiel  Foster. 
A  true  copy  of  the  Rruu'ii  : 

Joseph   Crane,  Chairman. 


ALBANY  COMMITTEE  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

All)Miy  Coinmittoe  Clunnljyr,  August  21.  1775. 

Sir:  Since  our  last  respecting  Alexander  White,  Sheriff 
of  Tryon  County,  which  he  was  to  accompany  to  your 
Congress,  process  of  law  was  unexpectedly  served  on  him 
for  a  just  (lebt,  after  the  despatches  were  ready  and  orders 
given  for  his  being  taken  on  shipboard,  which  causes  his 
detention  here.  \Ve  did  not  care  to  force  iiim  out  of  the 
Sheriff's  custody,  or  to  make  any  infraction  on,  or  stop  the 
course  of  the  civil  law  in  this  particular,  or  any  other  case  ; 
but  when  the  safety  of  the  publick  is  much  concerned  or 
absolutely  requires  it,  then,  and  not  till  then,  we  think  the 
necessity  of  the  tiling  may  justify  the  measure.  We 
wrote  to  Major-General  Schuyler  of  the  embarrassment 
we  were  in,  and  he  coincides  with  us  in  sentiment  to  leave 
liim  confined  here  until  we  are  favoured  with  your  deter- 
mination on  this  point.  Wc,  therefore,  only  send  down 
Conner,  who  was  to  have  gone  with  Ji'hitc,  in  expectation 
of  your  speedy  answer. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servanis, 
By  order  of  the  Conunilti'c  : 

Abraham  Yates,  .lun..  Chairman. 


SIR  JOHN   .KIHNSON  TO  ALEXANDER   WHITE,  TRYON    COUNTY, 
NEW-YORK. 
Juluison  Hall,  Su»d.iy  night,  11  o'clock. 

Dear  Sir:  After  you  went  off  yesterday  Mr.  Stuart 
Frcy  and  Dr.  yhliirns  went  down  to  Fonda's  and  Vecd- 
crs's,  and  acquainted   the   people  with  your  departure  out 


of  the  county.  As  soon  as  they  were  assured  of  it,  they 
dispersed  all  their  men,  to  the  amount  of  about  five  hun- 
dred, and  sent  expresses  up  and  down  the  country  to  stop 
all  that  were  coming  to  their  assistance,  as  well  as  the  can- 
non they  had  sent  for  to  Schenectady;  and  in  the  afternoon 
some  horn  the  different  Committees  came  up  to  Tice's, 
and  informed  they  would  wait  my  pleasure  there  till  eight 
in  the  night.  1  went  accordingly,  and  was  received  in 
a  very  friendly  manner:  when  I  assured  them  you  were 
gone  tliey  were  perfectly  satisfied,  but  at  the  same  time 
declared  they  would  never  sufleryou  to  return,  and  wanted 
me  to  promise  that  you  never  should.  1  told  them  I  could 
not  iHomise  any  such  thing.  They  all  desired  to  be  re- 
stored to  the  same  good  understanding  we  used  to  be  on, 
and  declared  they  never  would  countenance  any  evil  de- 
signs against  me,  or  any  thing  belonging  to  me,  nor  never 
did;  upon  which  we  parted,  seemingly  good  friends.  I 
woidd  not  have  you,  on  any  account  whatsoever,  to  return 
now,  as  I  assured  them  you  would  not.  We  have  got 
Aaron  and  another  Indian  to  go  with  you,  and  you  may 
depend  upon  their  being  with  you  on  Tuesday  afternoon. 
Major  Fonda  is  desirous  of  being  reconciled  to  me,  and  1 
expect  to  see  him  to-morrow  or  next  day  in  Town.  The 
bearer  is  threatened  so  much,  that  he  determines  to  go 
with  you.  I  have  several  things  for  you,  which  1  will  send 
you  liy  the  Indians.  God  bless  you,  and  send  you  safe 
to  your  journey's  end,  is  the  sincere  wish  of  your  friend, 
John  Johnson. 

P.  S.  As  your  beint;  at  Harris's  is  known  to  too  many, 
I  would  advise  you  to  kee|)  in  the  woods  all  day  to-morrow, 
for  fear  ol  the  worst. 


PROVIDENCE  (rHODE-ISLANd)  COMMITTEE  TO  NEW-YORK. 
COMMITTEE. 

Providence,  August  21,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  Committee  of  Inspection  for  this  Town  have 
been  applied  to  by  Messrs.  Clark  and  Nightingale,  mer- 
chants here,  to  give  them  letters  of  recommendation  to  the 
Committee  of  Neiv-York,  requesting  liberty  to  import  a 
quantity  of  flour  and  other  provisions  for  the  use  of  the 
Town,  and  for  the  American  Army.  As  we  doubt  not  but 
these  gentlemen  will  take  every  prudent  step  for  this  pur- 
pose, we  recommend  it  to  your  body  to  grant  them,  or  their 
order,  permission  to  ship  any  quantity  they  may  want  at 
this  time;  and  if  any  other  article  may  be  wanted,  you 
will,  we  make  no  doubt,  give  them  every  assistance  they 
may  require  in  procuring  and  shipping  the  same  for  this 
place.  Your  compliance  with  this  request  will  greatly 
oblige,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servants, 

JNlCHOLAS  CoOKE, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
John  Smith,  ^    Committee  of 

Dan.  Tillinchast,  5'        Safety. 
To   the   Chairman   of  the   Committee   of  Inspection    for 
Ncic-York. 


OOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Lebanon.  August  21,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  favour  of  the  28tli  ult.  long  since, 
and  with  pleasure  noted  the  contents,  and  the  noble,  for- 
ward disposition  of  your  respectable  Congress  to  ])romote  a 
service  of  so  great  a  necessity  and  importance  as  supi)lying 
the  Northern  Army,  among  other  necessaries,  with  tents, 
which  I  should  not  have  asked  of  you  for  the  troops  of  ibis 
Colony,  but  from  a  sense  that  the  cause  is  common,  and 
that  we  are  extremely  exhausted  of  materials  for  tents,  and 
that  it  was  proposed  to  me  by  General  Schuyler  that  you 
coidd  probably  do  it  with  ease;  and  from  your  favourable 
assurances  I  hojted  they  were  received  at  the  camp  before 
this,  but  1  am  unhappy  to  find,  by  letters  of  the  Mth  ult., 
received  this  morning  from  General  Schuyler  and  Colonel 
Hinman,  that  they  have  not  received  or  heard  of  any 
coming  to  them,  and  expiessing  fears  that  the  proposed 
progress  of  the  Army  may  be  impeded,  disappointed,  or 
Colonel  Hinrrum's  regiment  very  greatly  sutler  for  want  of 
them. 

I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you,  since  you  were  pleased  to 
imdertake  it,  (and  in  confidence  thereof  we  have  neglected 
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any  attempt  to  supply  tlierii,  and  as  it  is  of  so  great  impor- 
tance to  the  wiioie  Continent,  anJ  very  peculiarly  so  to 
your  City  and  Province,  that  they  should  be  supplied  and 
succeed  in  their  designs,)  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
forward  those  tents  in  the  most  speedy  manner  possible, 
the  season  being  far  advanced. 

You  are  pleased  to  mention  our  remitting  the  money  for 
them.  You  may  rely  that,  if  the  expense  is  not  season- 
ably defrayed  by  the  Continental  Congress,  this  Colony 
will  not  fail  of  doing  it,  although  they  have  already,  with- 
out grudging,  advanced  near  £150,000,  this  cmrency. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  I  lately  gave  iMr.  Bais- 
selan-  a  permit  to  purchase  in  and  carry  out  of  this  Colo- 
ny, for  tlie  use  of  the  JNorthern  Army,  four  hundred  and 
fifty  barrels  of  pork,  although  there  is  a  scarcity  of  it 
among  us  ;  and  in  pursuance  of  an  advisory  caution  from 
his  Excellency  General  IVashhigton,  have  since  wrote 
and  required  of  Mr.  Rensselaer  not  to  suffer  any  of  it  to 
be  water-borne  to  Ntw-  York,  lest  it  might  fall  into  the 
bands  of  our  enemy,  but  to  transport  it  directly  to  the 
North  River,  almost  as  near  as  the  sound  to  any  place 
where  it  can  be  purchased.  I  doubt  not  you  will  approve 
of  this  precaution,  and  cause  the  same  pork  to  be  forward- 
ed WMth  all  possible  expedition  lo  General  Sclnujlcr. 

I  am,  with  esteem  and  regard,  Sir,  your  obedient  hum- 
ble  servant,  JoxATiiAN  Trumbull. 

To  the  Honourable  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President 

of  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress,  Aew-York. 


JEDEDIAH  STllONl;  TO  OOVEKNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Litclifiold,  Aujjust  21,  1773. 

Mat  it  please  your  Honour  :  Your  Honour's  letter  of 
the  7th  instant  arrived  on  the  lltli,  since  which  have  made 
inquiries  through  the  County,  and  find  I  cannot  purchase 
any  quantity  of  tow  cloth.  Flax  was  sold  here  the  last 
season  at  seven  pence  and  eight  pence  per  pound,  and 
scarcely  to  be  had  at  any  rate;  so  that  there  is  little  or  no 
cloth  to  be  sold  at  this  time  of  the  year,  as  those  few  who 
had  greater   plenty,  or  through  necessity  would  spare  a 


little,  have  probably  before  now  supplied  the  traders  for 
particular  customers  in  sniall  parcels,  &io.;  and  imagining 
your  Honour  had  likewise  made  the  requisition  of  the  other 
Commissaries,  have  not  extended  the  search  into  other 
Counties,  otherwise  than  by  writing  into  York  Govern- 
ment, to  which  have  received  no  particular  answer. 

Mr.  Livingston,  the  Continental  Deputy  Commissary- 
General  at  Albany,  and  Captain  Phelps,  have  settled  the 
plan  of  o|)eration,  so  far  as  concerns  their  department,  to 
mutual  satisfaction.  Captain  Fhelps  is  to  continue  receiv- 
ing, accounting,  and  forwarding  whatever  is  purchased  and 
sent  him  by  the  Commissary,  &,c.,  and  Deputies  to  be  em- 
ployed as  before.  In  consequence,  Mr.  Livingston  has 
honoured  me  with  orders  for  cattle  on  his  account. 

I  am,  may  it  please  your  Honour,  your  Honour's  most 

obedient  and  humble  servant,  ,  ^ 

'  .)ei;ediah  Strong. 

Governour  Tniinhidl. 


MAJOR  KOliERT  MAGAW  T(.>  GENERAL  GATES. 

Oapo-Ann,  Auijusl  21,  1775. 

Sir:  1  wrote  to  you  on  the  17tli  instant,  that  no  alarms 
or  appearances  of  immediate  danger  had  been  in  this  ])lace 
for  some  time  past.  Since  the  8th  instant,  when  Captain 
Lindsay,  commander  of  a  sloop-of-war,  threw  a  number  of 
shot  into  the  Town,  the  inhabitants  have  remained  unmo- 
lested. 

On  Saturday  evening  last  a  man-of-war  and  a  tender 
appeared  off  this  harbour;  we  expected  an  attack  yester- 
day; they  bore  away  for  the  eastward,  and  disappeared. 
The  inhabitants  have  nearly  completed  a  small  fort,  to 
mount  six  nine-pounders:  their  spirit  seems  equal  to  their 
abilities. 

We  have  neither  blankets  nor  shirts  with  us.  Some  of 
our  men  are  sick,  owing,  I  believe,  to  want  of  covering  in 
the  night. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant. 


General  Gates. 


Robert  Magaw, 
Major  Rijlc  Bat.  Con.  Service. 


RHODE.ISLAND  ASSEMBLY. 

At  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Governour  and  Com- 
pany of  the  English  Colony  o^  Rhode- Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  in  New-England,  in  America,  begun, 
and  holden  by  adjournment  at  Providence,  within  and  for 
the  Colony  aforesaid,  on  the  tliird  Monday  in  August,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  and  fifteenth  of  the  reign  of  His  Most  Sacred 
Majesty  George  the  Third,  by  tlie  grace  of  God,  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  so  forth: 

Present:  The  Honourable  Nicholas  Cooke,  Esq.,  De- 
puty-Governour;  Samuel  Dyre,  Esq.;  Simeon  Potter, 
Esq. ;  Ambrose  Page,  Esq. ;  John  Sayhs,  Jun.,  Esq.  ; 
John  Jepson,  Esq.;  James  Arnold,  Jun.,  Esq. ;  Jonathan 
Randall,  Esq.;  Peter  Phillips,  Esq.,  Assistants.  The 
Secretary. 

Deputies  from  the  several  Toims. 

The  Hon.  Metcalf  Bowler,  Esq.,  Speaker. 

Newport  :  Mr.  John  Wanton,  (son  of  Gideon,)  Mr.  John 

Tanner,  Mr.  Joseph  Anthony,  Mr.  Thomas  Freehody. 

Providence  :  Mr.  John  Jenckes,  jNlr.  John  Smith,  Col. 

John  Matthewson. 
Portsmouth:  Mr.  .fob  Durfee,  John  Shearman,  Esq. 
Warwick:    William   Greene,    Esq.,    Mr.  Jacob  Greene, 

Capt.  Thomas  lloldon,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Low. 
W^esterly:  Joshua  Babcock,  Esq.,  Mr.  James  Rhodes. 
New-Shoreham:  Mr. /o/»(.  Sands,  Mr.  Walter  Raihbun. 
J  Korth-Kingstown  :  John  ISorthup,  Esq.,  Sylvester  Gard- 

ner, Esq. 
South-Kingstown  :  John  Potter,  Esq. 
*  East-Greenwich:  Rlr.  Job   Gardner,  Mr.  Allen  John- 

son. 
Jamestown  :  Ca|)t.  Edn-ard  Hull,  Capt.  Samuel  Carr. 
,;  Smithfield:  Daniel  3lowry,  Jan.,  Esq.,  Stephen  Whip- 

l  '•  pie,  Esq. 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi.  1 


Scituate  :   (None.) 

Gloucester:   Silas  Williams,  Esq.,  Mr.  Daniel  Owen. 
Charlestown  :  Joseph  Hoxie,  Esq.,  iMr.   Samuel  Kin- 
yon. 
West-Gkeenwi(-ii  :    Thomas  Gorton,  Esq. 
Coventry:  John  Rice,  Esip 

Exeter:    George  Peirce,  Esq.,  Jeffery  Wilcox,  Esq. 
MiDDLETOWN  :  Mr.  James  Potter. 
Bristol:  INIajor-General    William  Bradford,   Benjamin 

Bosworth,  Esq. 
Tiverton  :  Mr.  Thomas  Carry. 
LiTTLE-CoMPTON :    Capt.    Thomas    Brownell,    William 

Richmond,  Esq. 
Warren  :   Mr.  Cromel  Child. 
Cumberland:    John   Dexter,    Esij.,    Jeremiah  jyitipple., 

Esq. 
Richmond:  Capt.  Richard  Bailey,  Jun. 
Cranston:  Capt.  Richard  Scarle,  Mr.  William  Fidd. 
Hopkinton:  Cvi\)\..  Abel  Tanner,  Mr.  Thiiiiia^  Wells. 
Johnston  :   Mr.  Emmor  Olncy,  Mr.  Ebemzer  Sjiniuiic. 
North-Providence:   Mr.  Joseph  Olncy,  IWajor  Thomas 

Olncy. 
Harrington:  Colonel  Nathaniel  Martin,  C^n.  'Hiomas 

Allen. 

Josias  L'indon,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Lower  House. 

It  is  I'oted  and  Resolved,  That  all  the  Neat-Cattle  and 
Sheep  upon  Neiu-Shoreliam,  excepting  a  sufficiency  for  the 
inhabitants,  he  brought  off  as  soon  as  possible,  and  landed 
upon  the  continent:  That  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  be 
sent  upon  that  island,  to  secure  the  stock  until  it  can  be 
taken  oif:  That  the  remainder  of  the  two  Companies  raised 
in  the  Counties  of  King's  County  and  Kent,  which  have 
not  yet  marched  to  join  the  Army  of  Observation,  be  em- 
ployed in  the  said  service  :  That  to  complete  the  number, 
one'  hundred  and  ninety  men  be  immediately  enlisted,  who 
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shall  be  allowed  wages  at  the  rate  of  three  Shillings  a  day, 
and  be  billeted  :  That  INIr.  James  li/iochs  be  the  chief  com- 
mander of  the  said  men,  and  Giilton  Hoxic,  Esq.,  the 
second  in  command  :  That  the  said  Jwncs  Rhodes  and  Gi- 
ihonHoiie,  and  George  Sheffield,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered,  at  the  expense  of  the  Colony,  to  take  the  most 
])rudent  and  effectual  measures  for  removing  the  said  stock 
to  some  place  upon  the  continent:  That  the  Committee  of 
Safety  supply  the  said  men  with  the  necessary  Arms,  Am- 
munition and  Provisions:  That  the  following  persons  be 
appointed  to  enlist  men  for  the  said  service,  Thomas  Jf  t/ls 
the  second,  Thomas  Tcffl,  and  in  case  of  his  refusal  Rich- 
ard Bailij,  Jun.,  Stephen  Sheldon,  Kbtncztr  Sprague, 
Elisha  U'alcrman,  AiuJrew  IVaierman,  James  Albro,  Abiul 
Brown,  Jonathan  Hazard,  Joseph  Pendleton,  and  George 
Peirce ;  who  shall  be  allowed  wages,  at  the  rate  of  six 
Shillings  a  day,  and  shall  have  the  command  of  the  men 
by  them  respectively  raised,  subordinate  to  their  superiour 
officers  above  named :  That  no  one  of  the  above  named 
jiersons  raise  more  than  twenty  men :  That  each  person 
appointed  to  enlist  men,  set  out  for  the  |)laces  of  rendez- 
\ous,  with  the  men  he  shall  enlist,  on  Saturday  next,  at 
eight  of  the  clock  in  the  morning;  which  are  as  follow: 
those  raised  in  the  Towns  of  Richmond  and  Charlestoivn, 
to  rendezvous  at  Jesse  Champlin's,  in  Charlestown  ;  those 
raised  in  North-Kingstoivn,  South-Kingstown,  Johnston, 
Cumberland,  Exeter,  and  Smithfield,  at  John  Potter's, 
Esq. ;  and  those  raised  in  the  other  Towns  at  Elias  Thomp- 
son's, in  Westerly:  That  the  said  James  Rhodes,  Gideon 
Hade,  and  George  Sheffield,  or  any  two  of  them,  be 
appointed  to  appraise  the  said  stock,  which  is  to  be  trans- 
ported at  the  expense  and  risk  of  the  Colony:  That  his 
Honour  the  Deputy-Governour  be  requested  to  issue  orders 
to  the  said  two  Companies,  belonging  to  Col.  Vamum's 
Regiment,  to  proceed  to  New-Shoreham,  and  obey  the 
orders  of  the  said  James  Rhodes  and  Gideon  Hoxie 
during  the  said  service :  That  the  said  James  Rhodes  and 
Gideon  Hoxie  be  commissioned,  mutatis  mutandis,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  Ofiicers  of  the  Army  of  Observation 
are :  And  that  Mr.  James  Rhodes  draw  out  of  the  Gen- 
eral Treasury  two  hundred  Pounds  lawful  money  for  the 
]iur|ioses  aforesaid. 

In  Council  was  read  the  return  of  Officers'  names  chosen 
to  command  the  Independent  Company  of  Cadets  in  Pro- 
vidence, viz : 

Joseph  Nightingale,  Captain  ;  William  Russell,  First 
Lieutenant;  Nathaniel  GVeenc,  Second  Lieutenant;  Ebc- 
nczcr  Thompson,  Ensign. 

Which  being  considered  in  Council,  It  is  Toted  and 
Resolved,  That  the  said  Officers  be  and  they  are  hereby 
approved. 

An  Act  to  pu/ii'i/i  Persons  trho  shall  pilot  any  armed 
Vessels  in  or  out  of  any  of  the  Harbours,  Rivers,  or 
Bays  in  this  Colony,  excepting  t\'ssels  belonging  to 
some  one  of  (he  British  Colonies  in  Ameiuca,  or  to 
the  Inhabitants  thereof 

Be  it  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the 
authority  thereof  it  is  enacted.  That  any  person,  being  an 
inhabitant  of  any  of  the  British  Colonies  in  America,  who 
shall  act  as  a  Pilot  on  board  any  armed  Ship  or  Vessel,  and 
pilot  them  in  or  out  of  any  of  the  Harbours.  Rivers,  or 
Bays  in  this  Colony,  excepting  Vessels  in  the  service  of 
some  one  of  the  said  Colonies,  or  of  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
shall  upon  conviction  thereof,  by  bill,  jilaint  or  informa- 
tion, before  the  Superiour  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of 
Assize  and  General  Gaol  Delivery  of  this  Colony,  be  pun- 
ished at  the  discretion  of  the  said  Coiu't,  by  fine  and  impri- 
sonment, not  exceeding  a  fine  of  five  hundred  Pomuls 
lawful  money,  nor  more  than  twelve  months  imprisonment. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  this  Colony  will  pur- 
chase all  the  Gunpowder  that  shall  he  imported  here  from 
parts  beyond  sea,  before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  at  the 
rate  of  three  Shillings  lawful  money  a  jjound. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  twenty-nine  Min- 
ute-Men, raised  by  Mr.  Andrcic  Waterman,  proceed  with 
him  immediately  to  Ncw-Shorcham,  and  that  they  all  be 
paid  according  to  the  act  for  raising  men  for  the  same 
purpose. 


ll  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  his  Honour  the  Depu- 
ty-Governour, the  Members  of  the  Upper  House  who 
live  in  the  Comity  of  Providence,  the  De))ulies  of  the 
Town  of  Providence,  Metcalf  Bowler,  William  Bradford, 
John  Dexter,  Joseph  Anthony,  Daniel  Mown/,  Jun.,  and 
Joshua  Babcock,  Esquires,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
together  with  such  other  Members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly as  may  be  present,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed 
a  Committee,  during  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly, 
to  act  upon  any  sudden  important  emergency  ;  with  full 
]iower  of  taking  all  prudent  and  necessary  measures  for  the 
safety  of  this  C'olony,  and  the  Colonies  in  general :  that 
they  be  particularly  empowered  to  employ  the  two  armed 
Vessels  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  or  either  of  them,  in 
.such  manner,  and  upon  such  voyage,  as  they  shall  think 
conducive  to  the  publick  interest  :  And  that  this  Act  con- 
tinue in  force  until  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  four  quarter  casks  of 
Gun|)owder  be  delivered  out  of  the  Colon) 's  Stores  to  .Mr. 
Gideon  Mumford,  fur  the  use  of  Fort  Daniel,  in  the 
County  of  Kent. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Andrew  Waterman 
be  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  Captain,  Mr.  James  Aid  rich 
Lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Esek  Sunders  Ensign,  of  the  Com- 
pany of  Minute-Men  enlisted  in  the  Town  of  Smithfield. 

Whereas  Messrs.  Lindsey  and  Shaw  exhibited  unto 
this  Assembly  an  account,  by  them  charged  against  the 
Colony,  for  tlie  freight  of  Gun|)owder  and  Alilitary  Stores: 
And  the  same  being  duly  examined.  It  is  T'oled  and  Re- 
solved, That  two  Pounds  and  ten  Shillings  lawful  money 
thereof,  and  no  more,  be  allowed  ;  and  that  the  same  be 
])aid  unto  the  said  Lindsey  and  Shaw,  out  of  the  General 
Treasury. 

Whereas  Brigadier  Nathaniel  Greene  hath  informed  this 
Assembly  that  he  had  to  the  amount  of  four  Pounds  and 
ten  Shillings,  of  the  lawful  money  bills  of  credit  lately 
emitted  by  this  Colony,  washed  to  pieces  in  his  breeches 
pocket,  and  destroyed  :  It  is  therefore  I'otcd  and  Resolved, 
That  the  sum  of  four  Pounds  and  ten  Shillings,  lawful 
money  bills,  be  paid  to  the  said  Brigadier  Greene,  out  of 
the  General  Treasury. 

Whereas  the  Ensigns  in  the  respective  Companies  of 
the  Rhode-Island  B^orces,  encamped  on  Prospect-Hill, 
represented  unto  this  Assembly,  that  by  a  Resolve  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  the  Ensigns  of 
the  several  Battalions  of  that  Colony  were  advanced,  and 
made  Second  Lieutenants,  and  their  wages  enhanced  ten 
Shillings  a  month;  and  prayed  that  this  Assembly  would, 
in  conformity  to  that  Resolve,  make  the  same  regulation 
respecting  the  Ensigns  in  the  Rhode-Island  Forces :  On 
consideration  whereof,  It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the 
prayer  of  the  said  Petition  be  granted  ;  that  the  said  En- 
signs be  advanced  to  equal  rank  and  station  with  their 
brethren  in  the  Massachusetts  Forces;  and  that  their  wages 
bo  increased  ten  Shillings  a  month. 

Whereas  Mr.  Thomas  Tew  presented  unto  this  Assem- 
bly an  accomit,  by  him  charged  against  the  Colonv,  lor 
cleaning  and  repairing  fifteen  Small-Arms:  which  being 
duly  examined,  It  is  I  otrd  and  Resolvid ,  That  the  same 
be  and  is  hereby  allowed;  and  that  one  Pound  twelve 
Shillings  and  nine  Pence  lawful  money,  being  the  amount 
thereof,  be  paid  unto  the  said  Thomas  Tew,  out  of  tlie 
General  Treasury. 

Whereas  David  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  laid  before  this  As- 
sembly an  account,  by  him  charged  against  the  Colony,  for 
his  attendance  at  xMr.  Carter's  Printing  Oflice,  overseeing 
the  press,  whilst  impressing  paper  Bills  of  Credit:  And 
the  same  being  duly  examined,  It  is  Voted  and  Resolved, 
That  the  same  be  and  hereby  is  allowed  ;  and  that  eight 
Pounds  and  eight  Shillings  lawful  money,  being  the  amount 
thereof,  be  ))aid  unto  the  said  David  Wilkinson,  out  of  the 
General  Treasury. 

Whereas  Mr.  Samuel  Smith  laid  before  this  Assembly 
an  account,  by  him  charged  against  the  Colony,  for  carry- 
ing the  publick  papers  anil  records  of  this  Colony  from  New- 
port In  Bristol  k'ny:  And  the  same  being  duly  inquired 
into.  It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  same  be  and 
hcrebv  is  allowed  ;  and  that  the  amount  thereol',  being  one 
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Pound  four  Shillings  lawful  money,  be  paid  unto  the  said 
Samuel  Smith,  out  of  the  General  Treasury. 

Whereas  Job  Bennet,  Esq.,  exhibited  unto  this  Assem- 
bly an  account,  by  him  charged  against  the  Colony,  for 
materials  and  for  making  a  Flag  for  Fort-George  :  And  the 
said  account  being  duly  considered.  It  is  Voted  and  He- 
solved,  That  the  same  be  and  hereby  is  allowed  ;  and  that 
the  amount  thereof,  being  seven  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings 
and  JNinepence  lawful  money,  be  paid  unto  the  said  Job 
Bennet,  out  of  the  General  Treasury. 

Whereas  Captain  George  Cornel  exhibited  unto  this 
Assembly  an  account,  by  him  charged  against  the  Colony, 
for  his  wages  as  Captain  of  Fort-George,  J^c. :  And  the 
said  account  being  duly  examined.  It  is  Voted  and  Re- 
solved, That  the  same  be  and  hereby  is  allowed  ;  and  that 
the  amount  thereof,  being  nine  Pounds  five  Shillings  and 
Ninepence  lawful  money,  be  paid  unto  the  said  George 
Cornel,  out  of  the  General  Treasury. 

It  is  looted  and  Resolved,  That  the  Gentlemen  men- 
tioned in  the  following  list,  be  and  they  are  hereby  chosen 
to  serve  in  the  offices  to  their  names  respectively  ascribed, 
to  wit : 

Joseph  Belcher,  Esq.,  Colonel,  John  Cooke,  Esq.,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, and  iVilliam  Charming,  Esq.,  Major  of 
the  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Newport. 

Charles  Dijre,  Esq.,  Major  of  the  Regiment  of  Militia 
in  King's  County. 

JViiliam  Barton,  Esq.,  Adjutant  of  the  First  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Providence. 

Samuel  Pearce,  Jun.,  Captain,  William,  Allen  (Son  of 
William)  Lieutenant,  and  George  Allen  Ensign  of  the 
Second  Company  of  Militia  in  Portsmouth. 

William  Taylor,  Captain,  John  Cole,  Lieutenant,  and 
James  Albro  Ensign  of  the  Second  Company  of  Militia  in 
North-Kingstown. 

William  Arnold,  Esq.,  Major  of  the  Regiment  of  Mili- 
tia in  the  County  oi  Kent. 

Benjamin  Underuwod,  Cnpiain,  John  Carr,  Lieutenant, 
and  Benjamin  Carr,  Jun.,  Ensign  of  the  Company  of 
Militia  in  Jamestown. 

Samuel  Hill,  Captain,  Thomas  Jeiwkes,  Lieutenant,  and 
Samuel  Dai/  Ensign  of  the  First  Company  of  Militia  in 
Smithficld. 

James  Smith  Lieutenant  of  iho  Third  Company  of 
Blilitia  in  Smithfield. 

Joseph  IVhipyle,  Captain,  Joseph  Kinyon,  Lieutenant, 
and  Asaph  Bennet  Ensign  of  the  Fourth  Company  of 
Militia  in  Coventry. 

Thomas  Peckham,  Captain,  Samuel  Baley,  Lieutenant, 
and  Elisha  Barker  Ensign  of  the  Company  of  ftlilitia  in 
Middletoivn. 

Ezra  Ormsbce  Captain  of  the  Company  of  Militia  in 
ff'arren. 

Vial  Allen,  Lieutenant,  anil  Daniel  Kinnicut,  Ensign 
of  the  Company  of  Militia  in  Barrington. 

Whereas  the  Committee  appointed  for  signing  the  law- 
ful Money  Bills  made  a  report  unto  this  Assembly,  in  the 
following  words : 

In  pursuance  of  an  Act  passed  at  the  session  held  at 
East-Greenwich,  on  the  second  Monday  in  June  last,  for 
emitting  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  lawful  money,  in  Bills  of 
Credit,  we  the  subscribers  have  signed  the  said  Bills, 
which  are  of  the  following  denominations,  to  wit: 

1,000   Bills  of  Forty  ShiUings  each,  £2,000 

'2,000  of  Thirty  Shillings  each,  3,000 

2,000  of  Twenty  Shillings  each,  2,000 

2,000  of  Ten  Shillings  each,  1,000 

2,000  of  Five  Shillings  each,  500 

2,000  of  Four  Shillings  each,  400 

2,000  of  Three  Shillings  each,  300 

3,000  of  Two  Shillings  each,  300 

5,000  of  One  Shilling  each,  2.j0 

4,000  of  Nine  Pence  each,  150 

4,000  of  Six  Pence  each,  100 


£10,000 

In  pursuance  of  another  Act  passed  by  the  General  As- 
sembly, at  the  session  held  at  Providence,  on  Wednesday 
the  twenty-eighth  of  June  last,  for  emitting  a  further  sum 


of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  lawful  money,  in  Bills  of  Credit, 
we  the  subscribers  have  signed  the  said  Bills,  being  of  the 
same  denominations  as  those  above  mentioned. 

We  have  delivered  the  said  Bills,  amounting  to  Twenty 
Thousand  Pounds,  to  the  General  Treasurer,  of  whom  we 
have  taken  a  receipt  in  the  eighth  Book  of  the  Colony 
Records,  in  the  Secretary's  OfKce  ;  in  which  book  we  have 
also  registered  an  exact  account  of  the  order  of  signing 
the  same. 

Mktcalf  Bowleu,      John  Colk, 
Thomas  Greenk,         Henry  Ward. 
Joseph  Clarke, 

To  which  Report  they  subjoined  an  account  by  them 
charged  against  the  Colony,  for  the  said  service:  All 
which  being  duly  considered.  It  is  Voted  and  Resolved, 
That  the  foregoing  Report  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ac- 
cepted ;  that  the  said  account  be  and  it  is  allowed  ;  and 
that  the  amount  thereof,  being  one  hundred  Pounds,  be 
paid  unto  the  said  Metcalf  Bowler,  Thomas  Greene,  Jo- 
seph Clarke,  John  Cole,  and  Henry  Ward,  out  of  the 
General  Treasury. 

Whereas  Mr.  Caleb  Gardner  exhibited  unto  this  As- 
sembly an  account,  by  him  charged  against  the  Colony, 
for  thirty-six  pounds  of  Gunpowder,  by  him  furnished  lor 
Fort-George:  And  the  said  account  being  duly  examined, 
It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  same  be  and  hereby 
is  allowed ;  and  that  the  amount  thereof,  being  three 
Pounds  one  Shilling  and  six  Pence  lawful  money,  be  paid 
unto  the  said  Caleb  G«r(/;ie/-,  out  of  the  General  Treasury. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  two  Row-Gall ies  be 
forthwith  built  and  equipped  at  the  expense  of  this  Colony, 
fiir  its  protection  and  defence :  That  they  be  of  a  suitable 
bigness,  to  carry  sixty  men  each,  to  row  with  fifteen  oars 
on  a  side,  and  to  mount  one  eighteen-pounder  in  the  bow, 
and  a  number  of  swivel  guns;  and  that  they  be  built  in 
such  further  and  particular  form,  model  and  construction, 
as  shall  be  judged  most  suitable  and  fitting  by  the  Com- 
mittee hereafter  named,  for  answering  the  design  and  pur- 
pose of  their  building  :  And  that  Ambrose  Rage,  Esq.,  be 
the  person  for  the  above  purpose,  and  that  he  be  em- 
powered to  draw  out  of  the  General  Treasury  a  sum  not 
exceeding  three  hundred  Pounds,  to  enable  him  to  prose- 
cute the  building. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Lasell,  who 
is  appointed  Western  Post-Rider,  be  paid  weekly  for  his 
service  by  the  General  Treasurer  of  the  Colony. 

Whereas  Cajit.  George  T.  Cornel  exhibited  unto  this 
Assembly  an  account,  by  him  charged  against  the  Colony, 
for  materials  furnished,  divers  things  done,  bills  paid,  and 
wages  due,  in  and  about  Fort-George :  And  the  same 
being  duly  examined,  /;:  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the 
same  be  allowed  ;  and  that  the  sum  of  eight  Pounds  fifteen 
Shillings  and  eight  Pence  lawful  money,  being  the  amount 
thereof,  be  paid  unto  the  said  George  T.  Cornel,  out  of 
the  General  Treasury. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  Mi-.  John  Earl  be  and 
hereby  is  appointed  Captain,  iMr.  James  Peckham,  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Mr.  Cook  JVilcocks  Ensign  of  the  Company 
of  Minute-Men  for  the  Town  of  Fortsmouth. 

Whereas  the  Post-Rider  hath  been  stopped  by  the  Ships- 
of-War  in  the  harbour  of  JS'eirjJort,  and  the  mail  hath  been 
actually  taken  from  him  by  violence,  which  renders  it 
necessary  that  the  route  be  altered:  It  is  therefore  Voted 
and  Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Lasell  be  employed  as  a 
Post-Rider,  to  go  the  old  post  road,  from  Frovidence  to 
Neiv-London :  That  he  set  out  from  Providence  for  New- 
London  on  every  Tuesday,  immediately  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  post  from  Cambridge,  and  return  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble :  That  he  be  allowed  from  this  Colony  at  the  rate  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  Dollars  a  year,  and  in  that 
proportion  for  any  lesser  time,  he  finding  good  horses,  and 
paying  his  own  expenses:  That  Mi-.  Benjamin  Mumford 
be  employed  as  a  Post-Rider  from  Newpjort  to  Cambridge  : 
That  lie  set  out  from  Newport  on  Monday  afternoon  at 
three  o'clock,  to  carry  the  Seaport  mail  for  the  westward 
to  Providence,  and  proceed  immediately  to  Cambridge 
with  tlie  mails  for  that  Post-Office,  and  set  oti'  from  thenco 
on  Thursdui/  in   the  afternoon  for  Frovidence,  and  there 
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take  the  mail  from  the  westward,  and  proceed  immediately 
10  JSeivport :  That  he  be  allowed  for  his  services  at  the 
same  rate  as  hath  heretofore  been  allowed  to  the  Post- 
Rider  between  ^'cii'ijort  and  Boston;  and  that  the  Post- 
Rider  pay  the  post  of  every  letter  to  such  office  nearest 
to  which  he  shall  receive  it,  and  be  under  oath  for  the 
iliithlul  performance  of  his  trust :  That  this  Act  continue 
in  force  until  further  orders  from  this  Assembly :  That  his 
Honour  the  De[)uty  Governour  be  requested  to  write  to  and 
transmit  a  copy  of  this  Act  to  the  Governour  of  Connecticut, 
and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
]\Iassachusetts-Bfiy,  ref|uestincr  ihem  to  pay  their  pro|jor- 
tions  of  the  ex[)ense  of  the  Post-Riders,  as  usually  prac- 
ti-ed. 

Whereas  Mr.  Thninas  Llnihctj  |)resented  unto  this  As- 
sembly an  account,  by  him  chargeii  to  the;  Colony,  liar  the 
use  of  his  Packet  for  carrying  the  Colony  Committee  to 
Ncw-Shorehnm,  and  hriui^iiig  them  back :  Which  being 
duly  examined,  It  is  Voted  and  Jicsolued,  That  eight 
Pounds  and  eight  Shillings,  to  wit,  the  first  article  of  his 
chan'e,  he  and  hereby  is  allowed  ;  and  that  the  same  be 
paid  to  him  out  of  the  Geneial  Treasury. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  Jlessrs.  ]\'athanicl 
Mtimford,  Thomas  Greene,  Carder  Hazard,  Nathan, 
Miller,  and  Gideon  Mumford,  he,  and  they  or  the  major 
part  of  them  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  audit 
the  accounts  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  who  are  hereby 
directed  to  pay  off  the  Troops  to  the  last  day  of  this  month, 
and  to  close  their  accounts  on  the  eighth  day  of  September 
next :  That  the  Coiiuniltee  hereby  appointed  meet  at 
Providence  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  September,  to  proceed 
upon  the  said  business,  and  make  report  to  this  General 
Assembly  at  the  then  next  succeeding  session  :  And  that 
his  Honour  the  Deputy-Governour  transmit  the  said  ac- 
counts, as  soon  as  may  be  after  they  shall  be  audited,  to  the 
Honourable  the  Continental  Congress. 

Whereas  notwithstanding  the  humble  and  dutifid  Peti- 
tion of  the  last  Congress  to  the  King,  and  other  wise  and 
|)acifick  measures  taken  for  obtaining  a  happy  reconciliation 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  the  Ministry, 
lost  to  every  sentiment  of  justice,  liberty  and  humanity, 
continue  to  send  Troops  and  Ships-of-War  into  America, 
which  destroy  our  Trade,  plunder  and  burn  our  Towns,  and 
murder  the  good  people  oi' these  Colonies: 

It  is  therefore  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  this  Colony 
most  ardently  wish  to  see  the  former  friendship,  harmony 
and  intercourse  between  Britain  and  these  Colonies  re- 
stored, and  a  happy  and  lasting  connection  established 
between  both  Countries,  upon  terms  of  just  and  er]ual 
liberty  ;  and  will  concur  with  the  other  Colonies  in  all 
proper  measures  for  ohtaining  those  desirable  blessings: 
And  as  every  principle,  divine  and  lunnan,  rerjuire  us  to 
obey  that  great  and  funtlamental  law  of  nature,  self-pre- 
servation, until  peace  shall  be  restored  upon  constitutional 
principles,  this  Colony  will  most  heartily  exert  the  whole 
power  of  Government,  in  conjunction  witli  the  other 
Colonics,  for  carrying  on  this  just  and  necessary  war,  and 
bringing  the  same  to  a  happy  issue.  And  amongst  other 
measures  for  obtailiing  this  most  desirable  purpose,  this 
Assetnhly  is  persuaded  that  the  building  and  equipping  an 
American  Fleet,  as  soon  as  possible,  would  greatly  and 
essentially  conduce  to  the  preservation  of  the  lives,  liberty 
and  property  of  the  mwd  people  of  these  Colonies ;  and 
therefore  instruct  their  Delegates  to  use  their  whole  inllu- 
cnce,  at  the  ensuing  Congress,  lijr  building,  at  the  Contiiii:n- 
tal  expense,  a  Fleet  of  sulliciunt  force  for  the  protection  of 
these  Colonies,  and  for  employing  them  in  such  manner  and 
places  as  will  most  clfectually  annoy  our  enemies,  and  con- 
tribute to  the  common  defence  of  these  Colonies:  And 
ihey  are  also  instructed  to  use  all  tlicir  influence  for  carry- 
ino-  on  the  war  in  the  most  vigorous  manner,  until  jieace, 
liberty  and  safety  be  restored  and  secured  to  these  Colo- 
nies upon  an  equitable  and  permanent  basis. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  for  this 
Colony  to  the  Congress,  to  be  holden  by  adjournment  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  fifth  day  of  September  next,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  receive 
of  thf  Continental  Treasurer  the  money  due  from  the 
United  (-'ulonies  to  this  Coluny,  for   the  several  simis  of 


money  advanced  for  raisin?  of  forces,  purchasing  arms, 
tents,  provisions,  clothing  and  warlike  stores,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  said  United  Colonies ;  and  transmit  the  same 
to  the  General  Treasm-er  of  this  Colony,  by  such  faithful 
person  or  persons  as  they  can  trust,  and  under  such  guard 
as  they  shall  judge  expedient  and  necessary. 

Whereas  the  Honourable  Samuel  fVard,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
Delegates  from  this  Colony  to  the  Congress,  held  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  last,  hath  made  a 
report  unio  this  Assembly  of  many  of  the  Proceedings  and 
Resolves  of  the  said  Congress,  consisting  of  measures  by 
them  taken  for  defending  the  United  Colonies  against  the 
attacks  of  our  cruel  and  unnatural  enemies,  measures  for 
the  security  of  the  frontiers,  the  preservation  of  peace 
and  friendship  with  the  people  of  Canada  and  the  Indian 
Nations,  the  emission  of  a  Continental  Currency  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  war,  a  Petition  to  the  King, 
an  Address  to  the  People  of  England,  an  Address  to  the 
People  o{  Ireland,  a  Letter  to  the  Lord  iMa\or  of  Lo/!(/ori, 
a  Letter  to  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  the  estahli:^llment  of  a 
General  Post-Oflice,  and  some  occasional  Resolutions : 

II  is  thereupon  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  said  Re- 
]5ort  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted  and  approved, 
and  that  the  thanks  of  this  Assembly  be  given  to  the 
Delegates  of  the  Continental  Congress  in  general,  and  to 
the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  in  particular,  for  their  wise, 
spirited  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  important  trust  re- 
posed in  them. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  from  this 
Colony  to  the  Congress,  to  be  holden  at  Philadelphia  by 
adjournment  on  the  fifth  day  of  Si.ptembcr  next,  be  and 
they  are  empowered  to  apply  to  their  own  respective  uses 
two  hundred  Dollars  each,  of  the  money  which  they  may 
receive  of  the  Continental  Treasurer  in  behalf  of  liiis 
Colony,  on  account  of  their  expenses  and  services  at  the 
Congress,  and  that  they  be  severally  accountable  to  the 
Colony  therefor. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  Continental  Cur- 
rency eniiiied  liy  the  Congress,  at  their  last  session  in 
Philadelphia,  uu  the  tenth  day  of  May  last,  be  and  it  is 
hereby  made  a  lawful  lender,  at  the  rate  of  six  Shillings 
lawful  money  a  Dollar,  and  in  the  same  proportion  as  to 
Gojil  and  Silver,  in  all  payments  whatsoever,  whether  of  a 
publick  or  private  nature,  and  whether  due  in  lawful  mo- 
ney. Dollars,  Gold  or  Silver  coin.  Sterling  money,  Bills  of 
E^xchange,  or  any  other  currency  whatsoever.  And  it  is 
further  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  whosoever  shall  coun- 
terfeit the  said  Continental  Currency  or  Bills,  or  pass  the 
same  in  this  Colony,  knowing  the  same  to  be  counterfeit, 
such  person  or  persons,  upon  legal  conviction  thereof,  shall 
be  liable  to  and  suffer  the  same  pains,  penalties  and  punish- 
ments, as  by  law  persons  counterfeiting  ihe  lawful  money 
bills  of  this  Colony  are  liable  to. 

It  it  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  eight  Fieldpieces  be 
provided  and  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  Colony  ;  and  that 
.Mr.  Nicholas  Power  be  and  he  is  hereby  ap))ointed  to 
|)rovidc  and  |irepare  six  of  said  Fieldpieces,  and  .Mr.  Jacob 
Greene  the  other  two;  and  that  the  said  i\irhii/as  I'<iu'cr 
put  in  order  the  Carriages  of  ihe  Colony  Guns  placed  in 
the  Providence  Battery. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  a  bounty  of  three 
Shillings  a  pound  be  allowed,  and  jiaid  out  of  the  General 
Treasury,  on  every  pound  of  Saltpetre  that  may  be  made 
in  this  Colony  by  the  twenty -sixth  day  of  Auirust,  A.  D. 
1776,  suitable  to  be  manufactured  into  Gunpowder,  and 
three  Shillings  a  pound  for  every  pound  of  such  Saltjjetre, 
exclu'^ive  of  said  bounty  ;  and  that  Mr.  Joseph  Brown, 
Jabez  Bowen,  Esq.,  and  the  Secretary  of  this  Colony,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  appoinied  inspectors  and  provers  of 
the  quality  thereof;  and  that  no  pcison  be  entitled  to  said 
bounty  and  value  until  he  shall  iiave  first  made  oath  be- 
for  the  Secretary  that  the  Saltpetre  offered  for  ins|iection 
was  actually  made  in  this  Colony  ;  and  that  in  order  to  its 
being  so  proved,  that  the  manufacturers  thereof  convey  the 
same  to  the  Town  of  Providence,  and  that  the  same  be 
delivered  to  and  deposited  with  the  General  Treasurer. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  bis  Honour  the  Deputy 
Gnvernnui-  be  re(jue?lcd  to  write  a  Letter  In  his  Excellency 
General    H'ashii>L:-ton,   informing   him    of  the    steps    tl'.is 
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Colony  have  taken  to  secure  the  Stock  upon  the  Islands 
13'ini;  within  this  jurisdiction  ;  and  to  request  his  Excellency 
to  use  his  authority  that  such  of  said  Stock  as  may  be  tit 
for  market  be  received  by  the  Commissary  General,  for  the 
use  of  the  Army. 

It  is  T'oted  mid  Rcxolvcd,  That  the  monthly  uajies  of 
Ahrahain  tl'hipple,  Caplain  of  the  Colony  Sloop,  be  raised 
from  seven  Pounds  ten  Shillin<;s  to  nine  Pumuls,  i'nnn  the 
time  he  entered  on  board  said  Sloop. 

//  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  .Messrs.  James  Rhodes, 
Gideon  Horie,  George  Sheffield,  Joshua  Babcock,  Abel 
Tanner,  Joseph  Hoi'ic,  and  William  Fottcr,  be  and  they 
or  any  three  of  them  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee 
to  take  possession  of  the  Stock  that  may  be  brought  otf 
from  yew-Shorcham,  by  order  of  this  Assembly;  and  such 
oi'  said  Stock  as  may  be  fit  for  a  market,  innnediately  to 
send  to  the  .^rniy;  that  such  of  said  Stock  as  may  not  be 
fit  for  a  market  they  immediately  sell  and  dispose  of  to  the 
best  advantage,  either  at  publick  or  private  sale,  unless  the 
owners  of  said  Stock  shall  choose  to  take  their  own  Stock 
into  possession  at  their  own  risk;  and  that  ihey  make  re[)oit 
tliereof  to  the  next  General  Assembly. 

An  Act  dividing  the  Second  Vompanij  or  Trained  Rand 

in.  the  Touut  o/Scituatk  into  tiro  L'oinpanies,  aiijinint- 

ij>g  Officers,  ^^c. 

Whereas  a  number  of  persons,  hcloii;;iny;  lo  the  second 
Trained  Baiiil  or  Com[)any  of  jMilitia  in  the  Town  of 
Scituiitc,  by  pttition,  represented  unto  this  Assembly,  that 
said  Company  is  now  grown  sufficiently  large  for  two  Com- 
l^anies,  and  thereupon  prayed  this  Assembly,  that  (or  their 
better  acconnuodation  and  convenience  they  might  be  di- 
vided into  two  Companies,  by  the  following  divisional  line, 
to  wit :  Beginning  at  Coventry  line,  two  rods  East  of 
Thomas  Place''s  house,  from  thence  Northerly  to  the 
North  line  of  the  IVestconouage  purchase,  leaving  Daniel 
Rennet's  house  to  the  Westward  of  said  line: 

And  this  General  Assembly  taking  the  same  into  con- 
sideration. Do  enact,  and  by  the  authority  thereof  it  is 
enacted.  That  said  Company  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
divided  into  two  Comjianies,  in  the  manner  and  according 
to  the  lines  above  described  ;  and  that  all  the  Soldiers 
living  to  the  Westward  of  said  line  shall  remain  and  belong 
to  the  second  Company,  and  that  all  persons  living  lo  the 
Eastward  of  said  line,  who  heretofore  belonged  lo  the  s;iid 
second  Company,  shall  for  the  future  belong  to  the  sixlh 
Company  in  Scitnate.  And  it  is  farther  Voted,  at  the 
request  of  the  ])etitioners,  that  the  following  Officers  be  and 
hereby  are  appointed  to  conmiand  the  said  sixth  Company, 
to  wit:  Stephen  Sheldon,  Captain,  Daniel  Howard,  Lieu- 
tenant, and  James  fVells,  Ensign. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  Act  lo  prevent  the 
Honourable  Joseph  Jl'anton,  Esq.,  from  acting  as  Governour 
of  this  Colony,  until  the  oath  of  office  shall  be  adminis- 
tered to  him  in  open  General  Assembly,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Assembly,  &ic.,  which  was  passed  at  the  session 
held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May  last,  and  continued  by 
an  Act  passed  at  the  session  held  on  the  second  Monday 
in  June  last,  and  further  continued  by  an  Act  pnsscd  at 
the  session  held  on  Wednesday  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
the  same  June,  be  still  continued,  and  remain  in  force, 
until  the  rising  of  this  Assembly  at  the  next  session. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  Stephen 
Hojdvins,  Es([.,  one  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at  the 
Coiitlnunlal  C'ongress,  be  empowered  to  receive  eighty 
Pounds  lawlul  money  out  of  the  General  Tieasury,  on  ac- 
count of  his  expenses  and  services  at  said  Congress,  from 
the  time  he  last  set  out  for  Philadelphia,  to  the  time  of 
the  last  adjournment  of  said  Congress ;  and  that  he  be  ac- 
countable for  the  same  to  the  Colony. 

Whereas  the  Honourable  Samuel  Ward,  Esq.,  one 
of  the  Delegates  for  this  Colony  at  the  Continental 
Congress,  exhibited  unto  this  Assembly  an  account,  by 
him  charged  against  the  Colony,  for  his  services  at  said 
Congress,  and  sundry  expenses  in  going  to,  during  his  resi- 
dence at,  and  returning  from  Philadelphia:  And  the  said 
account  being  duly  examined,  It  is  Voted  and  Resolved, 
That  the  same  be  and  hereby  is  allowed  ;  and  that  the  ba- 
lance thereof,  being  eighty-three  Ponnils  nineteen  Shillings 


and  three  Pence  one  Farthing  lawful  money,  be  paid  the 
said  Samuel  Ji'ard,  out  of  the  General  Treasury. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  late  Proceedings  of 
the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  South- 
Kingstown,  and  several  other  Towns,  respecting  the  stop- 
ping and  regulating  the  passing  of  a  number  of  Neat-Cattle 
over  the  feri'ies  to  Netvport  from  South-Kingstown,  belong- 
ing to  George  Irish,  be  approved  of;  and  that  it  is  ex- 
pected and  requested  that  the  Committees  of  Inspection 
for  the  Towns  do  at  all  times  use  their  utmost  endeavours 
that  Stock  be  not  suffered  to  pass  over  any  of  the  ferries 
to  ISewport,  in  larger  numbers  than  two  at  a  time,  except 
Sheep,  and  of  those  but  five  at  a  time,  while  any  danger 
may  remain  of  their  being  taken  by  our  enemies  ;  and  tliat 
the  proprietors  of  the  lerries  and  their  ferrymen  govern 
themselves  accordingly. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  Colonel  Samuel  Aborn, 
Colonel  John  Low,  Richard  Smith,  Esq.,  Mr.  Benjamin 
Bosworth,  Sylvester  Gardner,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Benjamin 
Gardner,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee 
to  cause  all  the  Cattle  and  Sheep  that  are  fit  to  be  killed, 
to  he  forthwith  removed  and  carried  off  all  the  Islands  in 
this  Colony,  Rhode-Island  excepted  and  Block-Island,  for 
wliicli  [irovision  hath  already  been  made;  to  this  end  the 
Connnittee  are  to  request  the  owners  to  remove  them,  and 
to  give  them  assistance;  and  if  the  owners  refuse,  then 
this  Connuitiee  are  to  cause  them  to  be  appraised  by  pro- 
per persons  of  their  appointment,  and  to  Iranspoit  them  to 
the  main  land,  to  be  sent  to  the  cauip  and  sold,  for  whicli 
the  owners  shall  be  indemnified;  that  the  Stock  on  Pru- 
dence and  Hog-Islands  be  remo\pd  to  Bristol  by  the  said 
Richard  Smith  and  Benjamin  Bosworth;  and  the  Stock  on 
Jamestown  be  lemoved  to  Sotith-Kingstown  or  Xorth- 
Kingstow/i.  by  the  said  Sylvester  Gardner  and  Benjamin 
Gaidner;  that  said  Committee  be  empowered  to  take  such 
assistance,  vessels  and  boats,  as  they  shall  think  necessary, 
and  all  at  the  expense  of  the  Colony:  and  the  said  Coni- 
miitee  are  also  empowered  to  order  the  two  armed  vessels 
belonging  to  the  Colony  to  assist  in  removint;  said  Cattle 
and  Sheep;  that  Willidm  Bradford,E=.ci.,  send  those  Cat- 
tle and  Slieep  to  the  cam|i  that  may  be  brought  to  Bristol; 
and  that  John  Northrup,  Esq..  send  those  Cattle  and  Sheep 
to  the  camp  that  may  be  bi'ought  to  South-Kingstown  or 
North-Kingstown. 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  his  Honour  the  Deputy 
Governour,  with  the  advice  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
transact  publick  matters  during  the  recess  of  the  Assembly, 
be  re(|uesled  to  write  an  answer  to  the  Letter  from  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  dated  Amruit 
18,  1715,  to  the  Deputy  Governour,  and  to  take  sucii 
orders  respecting  the  prisoners  thei'ein  referred  to  as  they 
shall  think  proper. 

It  is  looted  and  Resolved,  That  if  any  jierson  or  per- 
sons shall  refuse  to  take  the  Paper  Money  emitted  by  this 
Colony,  the  Paper  Money  emitted  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, or  by  any  of  the  American  Colonies,  in  )iaynient  for 
any  debt,  duty,  or  demand  of  a  pecuniary  nature,  he  shall 
incur  the  displeasure  of  this  General  Assembly,  and  ought 
to  be  held  and  esteemed  as  an  enemy  to  its  credit,  repuia- 
tinn  luid  happiness,  and  totally  destitute  of  ihatreaai'd  and 
obligation  he  is  under  to  his  countiy  and  the  cause  of 
liberiy,  which  they  are  deeply  engaL'ed  to  supjiort  and  de- 
fend ;  and  that  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  and  America 
ought  to  withdraw  all  communication  from  such  person  or 
per-ons. 

It  is  T'oted  and  Resolved,  That  all  business  lying  before 
this  Assembly  unfinished,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  refer- 
red to  next  session :  That  the  Secretary  publish  the  Acts 
and  Orders  of  this  Assembly,  by  beat  of  drum,  in  the  Town 
of  Providence,  within  ten  days  after  the  lising  of  this  As- 
sembly, and  in  thirty  send  copies  thereof  to  the  Sheritls  of 
each  County  in  the  Colony,  by  them  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  several  Town-Clerks  in  the  County ;  and  that  this  As- 
sembly be  adjourned  to  the  fom-th  Tuesday  of  October  next, 
at  Providence,  if  called,  but  if  not  called  before  nor  at  said 
time,  then  to  be  dissolved. 

GfiD  save  the  King. 
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YORK   COL-.NTY   (PENNSYLVANIA)    COMMITTEE. 

Yorktown,  August  22,  1775. 

Whei-eas  the  C'ummittL-e  of  Yurk  County  has  received 
infoiiiiatiou  lliat  sundry  Hutclieis  and  Drovers  from  M(i- 
rylnnJ  and  elsewlieru  iiave  lately  been  purchasing  Sheep 
in  this  County,  contrary  to  ilie  Resolutions  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  Province  o(  I'tniisylviDiici  : 

These  are  therefore  to  give  publick  notice  to  all  such 
persons  who  purchase  Sheep  to  kill,  or  sell  to  butchers,  that 
if  they  hereafter  be  detected  in  purchasing  any  Sheep  in 
this  County,  or  driving  any  through  it  purchased  in  this 
Province,  under  four  years  old,  that  they  will  be  stopped, 
and  treated  as  enemies  to  their  country. 

By  order  of  the  Connuittee  ; 

Thomas  Akmob,  CLrk. 


NEXV-YOKK    COMMITTEK. 

The  Committee  met  ..4H^«i-«  ^--2,  1773.  Present:  Jf'il- 
I'nnii  fl'iilton  Chairman  j;ro  tcm.,  and  thirty-eight  Members. 

In  pursuance  of  sundry  Resolves  passed  in  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  on  the  ninth  instant,  this  Committee  have 
caused  tliis  City  and  County,  as  far  as  fresh  water,  to  be 
divided  into  twenty-four  Districts,  or  Beats,  bounded  as 
follows,  viz  : 

No.  1.  Begins  at  the  west  side  of  tlie  fl'hitc  Hall  Slip, 
and  continues  along  the  west  side  of  Jiromlwai/,  taking  in 
the  North  liivcr  Streets,  and  ending  at  I'ttcr  Cunenius's 
corner. 

No.  2.  Begins  at  the  upper  end  of  drown  Street,  con- 
tinues along  the  west  side  of  the  Broadwaij,  taking  in  the 
North  River  Streets,  and  ends  at  Thomas  Harriot's,  the 
corner  of  Dcy  Street. 

No.  3.  Begins  at  the  upper  end  of  Dcy  Street,  con- 
tinues along  the  west  side  of  the  Broadway,  taking  in  the 
North  River  Streets,  and  ends  at  Samuel  Browcr^s,  the 
upper  end  of  Division  Street. 

No.  4.  Begins  at  the  upper  end  of  Vcysc's  Street,  con- 
tinues along  the  west  side  of  Great  George  Street,  taking 
in  the  North  River  Streets,  atid  ending  at  John  {'an  I  'ye's, 
near  the  Bear  Market. 

No.  5.  Begins  at  Andrcio  Keyscr's,  the  lower  end  of 
Barclay  Street,  continues  along  the  west  side  of  Great 
George  Street,  taking  in  the  North  River  Streets,  and  ends 
at  James  Lovers,  at  the  Air  Furnace. 

No.  6.  Begins  at  the  £ast  River,  running  up  the 
Broadway  on  the  east  side,  and  Broad  Street  on  the  west 
side,  to  Beaver  Street,  taking  in  both  sides  of  said  Beaver 
Street. 

No.  7.  Begins  at  Beaver  Street,  (excluding said  street,) 
running  up  the  east  side  of  Broadway  and  west  side  of 
Broad  Street,  through  the  City- Hall,  to  King  Street, 
taking  in  tlie  southwest  side  ol'  King  Street. 

No.  8.  Begins  at  King  Sireet,  (taking  in  the  east  side 
of  King  Street,)  running  up  the  east  side  oi Broadway  and 
west  side  o(  Nassau  Street  to  Fair  Street,  taking  in  both 
sides  of  said  Fair  Street. 

No.  9.  Begins  at  Fair  Street,  (excluding  said  Fair 
Street,)  running  upon  the  east  side  oi'  Broadway  and  west 
side  of  Nassau  Street  to  where  this  division  meets  the 
Out  Ward. 

No.  10.  Begins  at  Jl'illiam  Kirkby's,  the  north  corner 
of  Dock  Street,  and  continues  along  the  north  side  of  said 
street  to  Deas's  corner,  fronting  Broad  Street,  including 
all  the  blocks  on  a  south  line  from  both  extremities  down 
to  the  East  River. 

No.  11.  15egins  at  John  Clark's,  by  the  old  slip  ;  thence 
up  Smith  Street,  on  the  north  side,  to  John  Thurmans; 
thence  along  Wall  Street  on  the  west  side,  to  the  south 
corner  of  the  City-Hall ;  thence  down  Broad  Street,  on 
the  south  side,  to  Fanton's,  the  barber,  including  the  whole 
number  of  men  in  the  above-mentioned  buunds,  except 
those  on  the  north  side  of  Dock  Street. 

No.  1-2.  Begins  at  BfrH^-cc's,  the  corner  of  Ha// Street, 
opposite  Fitt's  Statue,  from  thence  along  the  north  side  of 
Smith  Street  until  you  come  to  John  Street,  on  Golden 
Hill;  thence  north,  on  both  sides  of  John  Sireet,  until  you 
come  to  jV«.s'sf(M  Street ;  thence  southwest,  on  the  south- 
east side  of  Nassau  Street,  until  you  come  to  the  City-Hall ; 
thence  along  the  north  side  of  flail  Street  to  Uie  place  of 
beginning. 


No.  13.  Begins  at  Garret  Scutlers,  at  the  corner  of 
ff'illiam  Street,  on  Golden  Hill,  at  Sentry  Box  No.  9; 
thence  along  fl'illiam  Street  to  George  Street ;  tlience 
through  George  Street,  on  the  west  side,  to  Nassau  Street ; 
thence  south,  along  Nassau  Street  to  the  corner  of  John 
Street. 

No.  11.  Begins  at  the  north  corner  of  George  Street; 
thence  down  George  Street,  on  the  east  side,  to  (f'illiam 
Street ;  thence  along  the  north  side  of  fl'illiain  Street  to 
<^uecn  Street ;  thence  north  along  the  west  side  of  (^i/ce7t 
Street  to  Chatham  Street ;  thence  west  along  the  south 
side  of  Chatham  Street  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

No.  1.5.  J3egins  at  ]Mrs.  Marshall's  corner,  in  Hanover 
Square,  running  along  the  southeast  side  of  Smith  Street  to 
the  corner  of  the  block  in  Maiden  Lane;  thence  along  the 
southwest  side  of  said  lane  to  (^uetn  Sireet;  thence  along 
the  northwest  side  of  (^ueen  Street  and  Hanover  S(juare, 
ending  at  Mis.  Murshalfs  comtT,  iha  Sloat,  flail  Street 
and  King  Street  inclusive. 

No.  16.  Begins  at  Feter  Clopper's  corner,  in  (^ueen 
Street,  running  along  the  north  side  of  said  street  to 
Golden  Hill;  thence  taking  both  sides  of  said  street,  to 
Elbow  Street ;  thence  taking  both  sides  of  said  street  and 
Fair  Street,  to  fl'illiam  Street,  at  Thomas  Gardiner's 
corner;  thence  along  the  southeast  side  of  ll'illiam  Street, 
to  the  corner  of  Maiden  Lane;  thence  along  the  northeast 
side  of  said  lane  to  Feter  Clopper's  corner,  Rutgcrs's 
Hill,  Golden  Hill,  and  all  the  blocks  and  alleys  inclu- 
sive. 

No.  17.  Begins  at  the  east  corner  of  Golden  Hill,  in 
(rlucen  Street;  thence  running  along  the  northwest  side  of 
Queen  Street  to  Beekman  or  Chapel  Street;  thence  taking 
both  sides  of  said  street,  to  Jl'illiam  Street;  thence  along 
the  southeast  side  of  said  street  to  Burton's  corner,  oppo- 
site the  North  Church ;  thence  down  Ann  Street  to  Gold 
Street,  including  both  sides;  thence  including  ditto,  to 
Beekman  or  Chapel  Street,  including  all  the  streets  and 
blocks  within  the  line  described. 

No.  Id.  Begins  at  the  east  corner  of  Chapel  or  Bcek 
man  Street,  in  (^^ucen  Street,  running  along  the  northwest 
side  of  said  street,  to  Fhilip  Kissick's  corner;  thence  down 
I'undewaler  Street,  taking  in  the  south  side,  to  Frankford 
Street ;  thence  through  the  Tan  Yards  to  Gold  Street ; 
thence  taking  in  the  southeast  side  of  said  street,  to  Chapel 
or  Beekman  Street,  to  Totten's  corner,  including  all  streets 
and  alleys  within  the  line  described,  except  the  front  of 
Chapel  or  Beekman  Street. 

No.  19.  Begins  at  Faulkner's  Brew-House,  in  (^utea 
Street ;  thence  along  the  west  side  of  said  street  to  the  south 
corner  of  King  George  Street ;  thence  along  the  south  side 
of  King  George  Street  to  /('iY/Zo?;!  Street,  thence  along  the 
south  bide  of  said  street  to  T'an  It'yck's  corner,  the  east  side 
of  Bcikman  Street;  thence  from  the  north  corner  of  Gold 
Street,  along  the  northwest  side  of  said  street,  to  Frankford 
Street;  thence  along  the  east  side  of  Frankford  Street  to 
I 'andeivater  Street ;  thence  along  the  north  side  of  said 
street  to  the  Brew-House,  or  first  station,  including  all  the 
streets  and  blocks  within  the  line  described. 

No.  r20.  Begins  at  the  corner  of  Mr.  John  Simons, 
fronting  the  Uld  Slip  Market,  running  down  to  the  East 
River;  thence  from  said  Simons's,  along  (^ueen  Street  to 
the  corner  of  Smith  Richards's;  thence  down  A7;(^  Street 
to  the  East  River,  taking  in  Dock  and  Water  Streets 
below. 

No.  21.  Begins  at  Elias  Desbrosses's  corner,  limning 
down  to  the  river;  thence  running  from  said  Desbrosses's 
to  G onus's  corner  house  at  Barling's  Slip;  from  thence 
to  the  East  River,  taking  in  the  whole  block. 

No.  22.  Begins  at  ./nmcs  Farsons's,  down  to  the  river; 
thence  from  the  said  Farsons's,  along  (-^uecn  Street  till  you 
come  to  the  house  of  Henry  Titus,  the  upper  corner  of 
Dover  Street ;  and  from  thence  dowu  to  the  river,  taking 
in  the  whole  block. 

No.  23.  Begins  at  the  Widow  Van  Kcmcn's  corner,  and 
so  along  Quern  Street  until  you  come  to  Rutgers's  Street, 
opposite  to  John  floods,  Esq.,  so  down  the  said  street  to 
the  corner  of  James  Street  at  Nctus  Knapp's:  from  thence 
down  the  said  street  to  John  Dc  Feyster's  house;  thence 
along  the  river  to  Elias  De  Grushe's  Wliarf,  and  so  up 
Dover  Street  until  you  meet  at  Mrs.  Van  Kcmen's  corner 
ajain. 
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No.  24.  Begins  at  Abraham  ParceWs  corner  house, 
and  so  along  Queen  Street  to  the  corner  house  fronting  the 
main  road  ;  from  thence  up  the  main  road  to  the  corner 
liouse  oi  John  Low,  at  the  upper  end  of  James  Street,  to 
tlie  corner  house  oi  Robert  Lackij ;  and  so  up  Rutgers 
Street  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Ordered,  ^h^X.  an  election  he  held  in  eacli  of  said  Beats 
for  the  choice  of  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign, 
four  Sergeants,  four  Cor|)orals,  one  Clerk,  one  Drummer, 
and  one  Filer,  on  Tuesday,  the  29th  day  o^ August  instant, 
at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  at  such  place  in  each  Beat 
as  the  Committees  who  shall  be  appointed  to  preside  at  the 
said  election  shall  nominate. 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Randall  and  Frederick  Jay 
preside  at  said  election  in  Beat  in  No.  1 ;  JSicholas  Bogart 
and  Jacob  J'an  Voorhks  in  No.  2;  William  W.  Gil- 
bert and  Robert  Ray  in  No.  3  ;  John  IVhite  and  John 
Anthony  in  No.  4 ;  Abraham  Duryec  and  Abraham  F. 
Lott  in  No.  ij ;  John  Lasher  and  Nicholas  Hoffman  m 
No.  6;  Hilliam  Denning  and  Abraham  Brinkcrhnff  in 
No.  7  ;  fVilliam  IV.  Ludlow  and  Fettr  Goelct  in  No.  8; 
George  Janeway  and  Lancaster  Burling  in  No.  9; 
Eleazcr  Miller  and  John  Broome  in  No.  10;  Daniel 
Dunscomb  and  Evert  Banker  in  No.  1 1  ;  Cornelius  F. 
Low  and  John  Read e  in  No.  12;  fVilliam  Bedlow  and 
Francis  Bassett  in  No.  13;  Victor  Bicker  and  Hercules 
Mulligan  in  No.  14;  Johji  Imlay  and  Gerardus  Duyc- 
kinck  in  No.  15;  John  Berrian,  David  Beekman  and 
Augustus  Van  Home  in  No.  1(3;  Joseph  Tottcn  and 
John  B.  31oore  in  No.  17;  Fetrus  Byvanck  and  IVilliam 
fValton  in  No.  18;  Thcophilus  Anthony  and  James  Dcs- 
hrosses  in  No.  19;  Oliver  Templeton  and  Gerret  Kcttlctas 
in  No.  20 ;  Gabriel  H.  Ludlow  and  John  IVoodward  in 
No.  21  ;  Comfort  Sands  and  JSicholas  Roosevelt  in  No. 
22;  Richard  Sharjjc  and  Hamilton  Young  in  No.  23; 
Cornelius  Clapper  and  fVilliam  Scaton  in  No.  24. 

Ordered,  That  the  above-named  Committees  do  forth- 
with appoint  the  places  of  election  in  their  dilferent  Beats, 
and  summon  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  meet  at  such  |)lace 
and  at  the  time  herein  before  mentioned,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  the  Oflicers  aforesaid.  And  that  the  said  Commit- 
tees do  conduct  the  said  elections  in  the  manner  directed 
by  the  above  Resolves  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Provincial  Congress  served  this 
Committee  with  an  extract  of  a  Letter  they  had  received 
from  General  fVashington,  of  the  Sth  August  instant,  rela- 
tive to  a  Vessel  that  arrived  at  Boston  with  fresh  Provi- 
sions, and  other  articles,  supposed  to  be  from  New-York ; 
and  an  Order  of  the  said  Congress  that  the  Committee  do 
make  strict  inquiry  whether  the  said  vessel  did  sail  from 
hence,  and  who  are  the  owners  and  master  of  said  vessel ; 
and  report  the  result  thereof  to  the  said  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  John  Broome,  Frederick  Jay  and  fVil- 
liam Bedlow  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  same,  and 
report  to  this  Committee  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Ordered,  That  Cornelius  F.  Low,  Cornelius  Clapper 
and  fVilliam  Seaton  be  a  Committee  to  lay  out  the  Out 
Ward  in  Districts  or  Beats. 


The  Committee  met  August  25,  1775.  Present:  Henry 
Remstn,  Chairman,  and  forty-four  Members. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Lamb  and  Mr.  Cornelius 
P.  Low  be  a  Committee,  to  consult  with  Captain  IVilliug 
and  Captain  fVharton,  on  the  most  convenient  and  sale 
passage  for  the  OtBcers  of  the  Ministerial  Troops,  their  ser- 
vants and  baggage,  from  hence  to  General  fVashington's 
camp,  and  to  provide  necessary  carriages. 

Committee  Chamber,  New.York,  August  2tStli,  1775. 

All  persons  having  demands  on  the  General  Committee 
for  publick  service,  or  articles  furnished  by  order  of  the 
Committee,  are  hereby  desired  immediately  to  bring  in 
their  accounts,  vouched  by  the  persons  who  employed 
them,  to  Mr.  Robert  Ray,  merchant,  in  King  Street. 

By  order:  Henry  Remsen,  Dep.~ Chairman. 

The  Committee  met  Tuesday,  Aug^ist  29,  1775.    Pre- 
sent :  Henry  Remsen,  Chairman,  and  thirty-nine  Members. 
The  Sub-Committees  appointed  to  superintend  the  elec- 


tion of  Militia  Officers  in  the  different  Beats  in  this  City, 
agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
the  9th  instant,  do  report  as  follows,  viz : 

Beat  No.  1 .  Feter  Stoutenberg,  Captain ;  Henry 
Brasher,  First  Lieutenant ;  Daniel  Marsh,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  James  McAtill,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  2.  Samuel  Johnson,  Captain  ;  Marmadukc 
Foster,  First  Lieutenant ;  fVilliam  Ellsivorth,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  Jacob  Brewer,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  3.  Mangle  Minthorn,  Captain ;  fVilliam 
Cock,  First  Lieutenant;  Jonathan  Sivigard,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Feter  R.  Meivinck,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  4.  James  Broivne,  Captain  ;  Andrew  Losee, 
First  Lieutenant ;  fl^illiam  Nusham,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
John  Belitha,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  5.  Anthony  Lispcnard ,  Captain;  James  fVes- 
sels.  First  Lieutenant;  Henry  Stanton,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Abraham  De  Lumaler,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  6.  Feter  Elting,C'?i\m\n;  fVilliam  Remsi.ii, 
First  Lieutenant ;  Barack  Hays,  Second  Lieutenant  ; 
Abraham  Van  fVark,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  7.  Jolui  Rooine,  (Japtain;  .John  L.  C.  Roomc, 
First  Lieutenant;  fVilliam  IVisclmm,  Second  Lieutenant; 
Timothy  ff^ood.  Ensign. 

Beat'No.  8.  Bcnjmnin  .Tames,  Captain  ;  John  Turner, 
First  Lieutenant;  IVilliam  Feirson,  Second  Lieutenant; 
John  Burroughs,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  9.  George  .Taneway,  Captain;  John  fValler, 
First  Lieutenant:  IVilliam  Crolius,  Second  Lieutenant; 
Thomas  Campbell,  Enslim. 

Beat  No.  10.  Garret  Abel,  Captain  ;  C.  fV.  Ham, 
First  Lieutenant ;  Daniel  IVickham,  Second  Lieutenant; 
Thomas  Ten  Eyck,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  11.  Nicholas  Low,  Captain;  Johu  H.  Kipp, 
First  Lieutenant ;  Joseph  Cot,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Tho- 
mas Barclay,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  12.  Feter  Berton,  Captain  :  Robert  Benson, 
First  Lieutenant ;  John  A7/(^,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Cary 
Dunn,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  13.  Benjamin  Carpenter,  Captain  ;  IVilliam. 
Turner,  First  Lieutenant;  David  IVolf,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant; Joseph  ff'inter.  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  14.  George  Dominick,  Captain ;  Fardon 
Burlingham,  First  Lieutenant;  Henry  York,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;    Thomas  Van  Felt,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  15.  Henry  Remsen,  Captain;  John  Read e, 
First  Lieutenant ;  fVilliam  Denning,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Cornelius  Ray,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  "l6.  Ger.  S.  Dewint,  Captain;  Nicholas 
Carmer,  First  Lieutenant;  John  Meeks,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant; Feter  Kissam,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  17.  Richard  Fletcher,  Caina'm:  Feter  Scher- 
mcrhorn.  First  Lieutenant ;  James  Tylee,  Second  [lieu- 
tenant; Robert  Carter,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  18.  fVilliam  De  Feyster,  Jun.,  Captam  ; 
Feter  Byvanck,  First  Lieutenant ;  Abraham  fV.  De  Feys- 
ter, Second  Lieutenant ;  John  Stiles,  Ensign. 

I3eat  No.  19.  Nicholas  N.  Anthony,  Captain;  Jacob 
Clock,  First  Lieutenant ;  Robert  Hodge,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant; Javies  .Johnson,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  20.  Thomas  fV.  Moore,  Captain  ;  Viner 
Kctthtas,  First  Lieutenant:  Daniel  McCormick,  Second 
Lieutenant;  Henry  Mitchell,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  21 .  Daniel  Fhenix,  Captain  ;  Thomas  Tucker, 
First  Lieutenant ;  John  Remsen,  Second  Lieutenant , 
Charles  Duryec,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  22.  Nicholas  Roosevelt,  Captain ;  Tobiiet 
J'an  Zandt,¥\K\.  Lieutenant;  John  Lawrence,  Second 
Lieutenant;  James  Boggs,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  23.  DanicrShaw,  Captain  ;  Gerardus  Beek- 
man, First  Lieutenant  ;  John  Buchanan,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Adolphus  De  Grove,  Jun.,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  24.  John  fVarner,  Captain  ;  .Tohn  Arding, 
First  Lieutenant ;  Joseph  Van  Felt,  Second  Lieutenant : 
fVilliam  Arnold,  Ensign. 

Captain  Jenkins's  examination  read. 

On  application  of  ]Mr.  John  Kelly,  Ordered,  That  leave 
be  siven  to  John  Simmons  and  Gifford  Dally  to  go  on 
board  of  the  Ada  man-of-war,  on  business  which  Mr, 
Kelley  has  explained  to  this  Board. 
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CAl'TAI.N   LA.-.iU   TO   .NKW-IDRK   CONCRF.SS. 

New. York,  August  -2-2,  1775. 

Gknti.kmf.n  :  As  a  considerable  uneasiness  has  arisen 
ill  Uie  Coni])an_v  wiiicli  you  have  lioiioui-ed  me  with  liie 
command  of,  in  regard  to  tlieir  |)ay  not  yet  being  ascer- 
tained, and  as  it  is  customary  in  every  country  for  the 
Artillery  to  have  hijjher  wages  than  the  Companies  of 
Foot,  on  account  of  their  duty  beiiiir  more  severe,  I  shall 
be  extremely  happy  if  your  honoiu'able  Board  will  conde- 
scend to  take  the  mailer  into  your  immediate  consider- 
ation, and  make  such  provision  for  paying  them  as  will 
enable  me  to  |)roceed  with  the  men  1  have  enlisted,  to  join 
(Jeneral  Schitijler,  at  Ticonderoga,  without  delay.  Should 
your  Honours  think  it  expedient  to  adopt  the  arrangement 
af  Rlwdc-hhmd,  I  must  beg  leave  to  point  out  a  mistake 
or  two,  which,  I  conceive,  lias  arisen  from  inadvertence. 
Tlie  first  is  in  regard  lo  the  j)ay  of  the  Second  Lieutenant 
and  I^iieutenant  fireworker,  which,  by  the  above  men- 
tioned arrangement,  is  not  ctiual  to  the  Lieutenants  in 
the  Foot  Companies.  The  second  is,  they  have  rated 
the  Bombardiers  higher  than  the  Sergeants,  which  is  an 
impro|iriety;  but  this  appears  to  me  lo  have  been  owing 
to  a  mistake  in  copying.  I  have  nothing  to  adrl,  and  am, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 

(ientlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

John  L^mb. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  fur  the  Colony  of 

A  CM'-  York. 


I'lurality  of  voices  of  the  soldiers  of  said   District,  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  for  their  Militia  Oliicers:  Samuel  Clark, 
Captain  ;  Btnjamiiv  Smith,  First  Lieutenant  ;  Jamts  Den- 
ton, St-n.,  Second  Lieutenant;  Martin  ]Vygant,  YLmVm. 
\\  e  are,  Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants, 
Samlel  Sands,  )  „,         .    .      ,, 
MosKS  HicBv,    \  ■^"■<'  "/  '/'«  Committtc. 


NEW-MAULliOIlOlGII    COMMITTEE    TO    NEW-YORK   CONCillESS. 
Nc-w-Marlborougli,  August  liS,  1775, 

HoNoriiAHLE  Gentlemen  :  Agreeable  to  your  order  of 
the  last,  the  .Miliiia  Company  of  the  Precinct  of  Nexc- 
MarlOo rough,  being  the  Psortheast  District  of  said  Pre- 
cinct, assembled  at  the  house  of  Zephaniah  IVooheij  in 
said  District,  on  the  IDih  of  this  instant,  and  made  choice 
of  the  following  Oflicers,  living  in  said  District,  for  tlic 
Olficers  of  the  Militia,  by  plurality  of  the  voices  of  tlifi 
soldiers  of  the  said  Company,  to  wit:  Jlr.  Jacob  Wood, 
Cajitain  ;  Mr.  Jeremiah  Macktij,  First  Lieutenant;  IMr. 
Nathaniel  (rodxpecd,  Second  Lieutenant;  and  Uv.  John 
Knoirllon,  Ensign. 

We  are,  with  the  utmost  esteem,  your  very  humble  ser- 
vants, T  HI  ^ 

Joseph  Mory,        ;  „,        ^,,     ,, 

c  H7  J-  -/"'o  of  the  (  omiiuitic. 

Solomon  Waring,  3  •' 

To    Fetcr   V.  B.   Livingston,  Esq.,    President    of  the 

Provincial  Congress,  now  sitting  in  New-York. 


SfFFOLK   COUNTY   (nEW-YOIIK)  COMMITTEE  TO  PilOVINCI AI, 
CONGRESS. 

.Suffolk  County,  An-Mst  QQ.  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  Committee  of  this  Comity  are  now- 
met,  to  give  proper  directions  for  taking  the  stock  from 
Gardiner's  and  Flumb  Llands,  according  to  your  direction 
of  the  18th  instant.  It  is  with  the  greatest  concern  that 
we  find  the  troops  at  the  east  end  of  the  island  are  order- 
ed away,  whereby  we  shall  be  left  defenceless.  General 
fVooster  was  prevailed  on  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
to  tarry  with  his  troops  a  few  days.  He  is  now  present  with 
us,  and  lets  us  know  that  he  proposes  to  depart  to-morrow. 
There  are  now  thi'ee  cutters  at  the  east  end  of  the  island 
cruizing,  and  we  must  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the 
stock  on  Monlauk,  Shelter  Island  and  Oijster-pond  Point, 
will  be  in  the  utmost  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy;  besides  the  constant  alarms  and  expense  the  in- 
habitants of  this  part  of  the  county  will  be  exposed  to, 
unless  your  honourable  tlouse  will  take  our  situation  un- 
der your  consideration,  and  allow  us  at  least  such  a  num- 
Ijer  of  men  as  may  be  snllicient  to  secure  tho.se  parts  from 
the  depredations  of  the  enemy.  The  Companies  raised 
here,  we  presume,  will  not  disobey  your  orders;  but  we 
pray  you  to  consider  how  destitute  we  shall  be  left,  when 
our  men  are  gone  ;  our  arms  \m\  into  their  hands  and  car- 
ried from  us.  With  the  advice  of  General  fVooster,  we 
have  continued  to  desire  the  Captains  not  to  march  until 
we  can  send  an  express  to  you  to  let  us  know  whether  we 
can  have  any  hopes  of  relief;  and  further,  we  think  we 
cannot  at  present  get  ofl'  the  stock  without  a  suflicient 
guard  upon  the  island.  General  If'ooster  informs  us  lliat 
be  had  advice  from  Govcrnour  Trumbull  Xo  return  to  Sciv- 
York,  bel()re  he  received  your  letter ;  and  we  cannot  think  it 
could  be  the  design  of  the  Continental  Congress,  that  this 
County  .should  be  loft  in  this  situation.  Colonel  Gardiner, 
of  Plumb  Island,  says  that  Colonel  Abijah  IVil!ard,'m  the 
INIinisterial  fleet,  informed  him  that  they  should  come  again 
and  would  bring  a  sunicieiU  force  to  take  the  stock  from 
Long-Island. 

We  are,  (jentlemen,  your  most  nliedimil  and  limiililc 
servants.     By  order:  ^\'M.  SMrni.  r/,(/;,-?;i(//i. 

To  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  President  of  the  Piovincial 

Congress,  New-  York. 

NEWBUUGlI    COMMITTEE   TO   NEW-YOllR   rONCKESS. 

Newl)uri;li,  Au^just  22,  1775. 
HoNOURAni.E  Gentlemen  :   Agreeable  to  your  direc- 
tions of  the  9th  inst.,  the  Militia  Com|)aiiy  of  the  South- 
east District  of  Newburgh,  assembled  on  the  17th  inst.,  at 
the  house  of  Colonel  Jonathan  Hasbrouck,  and  chose  by 


GENERAL  HOWE  TO  (iENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Charlcstown  Camp,  August  22,  1775. 

Sni:  The  men  under  your  command  having  repeatedly 
fired  upon  the  Otliccrs  of  His  Majesty's  Troops,  before 
they  were  returned  to  the  outworks  of  this  Cam|),  from 
parleys,  that  have  been  broui,dit  on  by  your  desire  : 

1  am  to  request  that  all  further  inlercomse  between  l\ie 
two  Camps  be  at  an  end,  your  own  letters  excepted,  which 
will  be  received,  if  you  are  pleased  to  send  them  by  a 
drummer. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  Howe. 
George  ITashington,  Esq.,  Cambridge. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL   HOWE. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  2.3,  1775. 

Sir:  I  flatter  myself  you  have  been  misinformed  as  to 
the  conduct  of  tlie  men  under  my  command,  complained 
of  in  yours  of  yesterday.  It  is  wliat  1  should  highly  dis- 
approve and  condemn. 

I  have  not  the  least  objection  to  jnit  a  stop  between 
the  two  Camps,  either  totally  or  partially.  It  obtained 
through  the  pressing  solicitations  of  persons  cruell}'  sepa- 
rated from  their  friends  and  connexions,  and  I  untlersland 
was  mutually  convenient. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORliE    AVaSHINGTON. 


a  i'koilamation,  i!y  the  king,  fur  si  prp.essing  ileiiel- 

lion  and  sedition. 
George  R, 

Whereas  many  of  our  suljocts  in  divers  parts  of  our 
Colonies  and  Plantations  in  ^\ort/i  America,  misled  by 
dangerous  and  ill  designing  men,  and  forgetting  the  alle- 
gianci^  which  they  owe  to  the  power  that  has  protected 
and  sup|)orted  them  ;  after  various  disorderly  acts  com- 
mitted in  disturbance  of  the  publick  peace,  to  the  obstruc- 
tion of  lawful  commerce,  and  to  the  oppression  of  oiu 
loyal  subjects  carrying  on  the  same;  have  at  length  pro- 
ceeded to  ojien  and  avowed  rebellion,  by  arraying  them- 
selves in  a  hostile  manner,  lo  withstand  the  execution  of 
the  law,  and  Iraitorously  preparing,  ordering  and  levyini; 
war  against  us:  And  wliereas,  there  is  reason  to  appre- 
liciul  that  such  rebellion  hath  been  much  jiromoled  and 
encouraged  by  the  traitorous  correspondence,  counsels  and 
comfort  ol'  divers  wicked  and  desperate  persons  within 
this  Realm:  To  the  end  therefore,  that  none  of  our  sub- 
jects may  neglect  or  violate  their  duty  through  ignorance 
thereof,  or  through  any  doubt  of  the  protection  which  the 
law  will  afford  to  their  loyalty  and  zeal,  we  have  thought 
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fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  our  Privy  Council,  to  issue  Annapolis,  August  23,  1775. 
our  Royal  Proclamation,  hereby  declaring,  that  not  only  The  members  of  the  Committee  for  this  County  are 
all  our  Ofticers,  civil  and  military,  are  obliged  to  exert  requested  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
their  utmost  endeavours  to  suppress  such  rebellion,  and  servation  for  this  County,  on  Jf'ednesday,  ihe  30lh  \nslant, 
to  bring  the  traitors  to  justice,  but  that  all  our  subjects  to  choose,  by  ballot,  seven  of  the  Committee  for  licensing 
of  this  Realm,  and  the  dominions  thereunto  belonging,  are  suits  in  this  County,  and  to  appoint  proper  persons  to  en- 
bound  by  law  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  suppression  list  four  companies  of  Minute-Men   in  this  County,  agree- 


of  such  rebellion,  and  to  disclose  and  make  kiiown  all 
traitorous  conspiracies  and  attempts  against  us,  our  crown 
and  dignity;  and  we  do  accordingly  strictly  charge  and  com- 
mand all  our  Officers,  as  well  civil  as  military,  and  all  others 
our  obedient  and  loyal  subjects,  to  use  their  utmost  endea- 
vours to  withstand  and  suppress  such  rebellion,  and  to  dis- 
close and  make  known  all  treasons  and  traitorous  conspira- 
cies which  they  shall  know  to  be  against  us,  our  crown 
and  dignity  ;  and  for  that  purpose,  that  they  transmit  to  one  "^y  liands  by  RL 
of  our  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  or  other  proper  ofti-  'o  '^^  Congress 
cer,  due  and  full  information  of  all  persons  who  shall  be 
found  carrying  on  correspondence  with,  or  in  any  manner 
or  degree  aiding  or  abetting  the  persons  now  in  open  arms 
and  rebellion  against  our  Government,  within  any  of  our 
Colonies  and  Plantations  in  JSorth  America,  in  order  to 
bring  to  condign  punishment  the  authors,  perpetrators,  and 
abetters  of  such  traitorous  designs. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  iSV.  James's  the  twenty-third  day 
o(  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five, 
in  the  fifteenth  year  of  our  reign. 

God  save  the  King. 


able  to  the  resolves  of  the  last  Convention. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee: 

G.  Dlvall,  Clerk. 


PETER  VAN   BKIOH    LIVINGSTON    TO    NEW-YOHK     CONGRESS. 
New-York,  Augu.st  23,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  extraordinary  letter  is  just  come  to 
IVahlron;  I  thought  my  duty  to  send  it 
And  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, P.  V.  B.  Livingston. 
To  the  Vice-President  of  the  Provincial  Cono-rcss. 


To  the  President 


Thursday,  11  o'clock,  August  23,  1775. 

nd  Gentlemen  in  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, New-York : 

Mr.  Pkesid?:nt  and  Gentlemen:  Be  pleased  to  per- 
mit the  fair  stranger  whom  the  people  at  home  are  pleased 
to  call  the  Dutchess  of  Koningsburgh,  &c.,  &£c.,  Sic, 
now  on  the  tour  through  these  most  unhajipy  and  distress- 
ed American  Colonies. 

We  beg  leave  therefore  to  waive  our  most  respectful 
compliments  in  the  shades  of  true  esteem  and  sympathy 
toward  you,  and  request  the  favour  of  an  interview  with 
the  President  and  some  of  his  worthy  brothers  this  after- 
ternoon,  at  Mr.  Adolph  IVaJdron's,  and  the  favour  will  be 
liighly  esteemed. 

We  also  presume  to  make  known  that  the  commission 
of  our  request  is  of  very  great  importance,  relative  to  the 


ORDER    IN    COUNCIL. 

At  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  the  23d  day  oi  August, 
1775:  Present,  The  King's  Most  E.xcellent  ftlajesty  : 

Whereas  His  Majesty  was  pleased  by  his  order  in  Coun- 
cil, of  the  5th  oi  April  last,  to  direct  that  no  person  or 
persons  whatsoever  should  at  any  time  during  the  space 

of  six  months,  to  commence  from  the  19lh  day  of  the  said  ,  j       ,  ■  ,  „     ,  , 

month  of  April,  presume  to  transport  out  of  this  Kingdom,     Fesent  imhappy  wound   which  seems   to   swell   through 
or  carry  coastwise,  any  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  of  Arms  or      ^''"^  ^\}^''"'  '''"'^  her  Colonies    &c. 

^  '  ■'  We  solicit  you  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  if  the  above 

commission  meets  with  your  approbation  to  receive,  you 
v/ill  gain  much  honour  in  the  end;  and  we  have  great 
reason  to  believe  it  will  raise  a  glorious  balm  to  sooth  each 
unhappy  wound,  &ic.     Adieu. 

To  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq. 

N.  B.  The  favour  of  an  answer  is  requested  on  the 
point  of  honour,  by  the  return  of  Mr.  A.  JCaldron,  who 
is  the  bearer  of  this. 


Ammunition,  (except  the  Master-General,  Lieutenant-Gen- 
ral,or  principal  Officers  of  the  Ordnance  for  His  Majesty's 
service,)  without  leave  or  permission  in  that  behalf  first 
obtained  from  His  Majesty,  or  his  Privy  Council.  And 
whereas  there  is  great  reason  to  suspect  that  great  fraud 
and  collusion  have  been  and  maybe  practised  in  the  ship- 
ping and  exportation  ofGunpowder,  Arms  and  Ammunition, 
under  licenses  which  have  been  already  granted  :  His  Ma- 
jesty doth  therefore,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy 
Council,  hereby  revoke  and  make  void  all  and  every 
license  and  permission  which  has  been  hitherto  granted 
for  the  exportation  or  carrying  coastwise  of  Gunpowder  or 
any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammunition;  and  doth  hereby  order, 
require,  ]3rohibit,  and  command,  that  during  the  space  of 
three  months  from  the  date  of  tliis  His  Majesty's  order  in 

Council,   no   person   or  persons  whatsoever,  (except   the     oblige  me  to  let  me  know  if  they  are  posted  there  by  order 
Master-General,  Lieutenant-General,  or  principal  Officers     of  the  Congress  or  Committee,  or  what  the  meaning  of  it 
of  the  Ordnance  for  His  Rlajesty's  service.)  do  presume,     can  be;  and  you  will  much  oblige  my  family,  who  are 
without  leave  or  permission  in   that   behalf  first  obtained     greatly  alarmed  at  it. 
from  His  Majesty  or  his  Privy  Council,  to  transport  into         I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 
any  parts  out   of   this  Kingdom,  or  carry  coastwise  any  William  Bayard. 

Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammunition,  or  ship  or     To  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  Cliairman  of  the  Pro- 
lade  any  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  01  Arms  or  Ammunition  on  .     .  .  _. 

board  any  ship  or  vessel,  in  order  to  transporting  the  same 
into  any  parts  beyond  the  seas,  or  carrying  the  same  coast' 


NEL  WILLIAM  BAYARD   TO   NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 
Greenwich,  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  August  23,  1775. 

I   have  my  house  just   now  surrounded    with   a 
number  of  armed  men   of  the  new  levies.     You  would 


Sir: 


wise,  upon  pain  of  incurring  and  sufiering  the  respective 
forfeitures  and  penalties  inflicted  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
twenty-ninth  year  of  his  late  Majesty's  reign,  entitled,  "  An 
Act  to  empower  His  Majesty  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
Saltpetre,  and  to  enforce  the  law  for  empowering  His  Majesty 
to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  of 
Arms  and  Ammunition  ;  and  also  to  empower  His  Rlajcsty 
to  restrain  the  carrying  coastwise  of  Saltpetre,  Gunpowder, 
or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammunition."  And  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  the  Commissioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High-Admiral  of  Great 
Britain,  the  Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  the  Master 
General  of  the  Ordnance,  and  His  Majesty's  Secretary  at 
War,  are  to  give  the  necessary  directions  herein  as  to  them 
may  respectively  appertain. 


vincial  Congress. 

P.  S.  Just  before  my  house  was  surrounded,  five  or 
six  people  called  on  Mrs.  Baijard,  and  asked  if  CajUain 
Foy  was  to  dine  here. 


Stephen  Cottrell. 
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general  SCHIYLER  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Alhanr,  Augu.'.t  23,  1775. 

Sir:  Yesterday  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your 
favour  of  the  15th  instant.  The  powder  which  the  re- 
spectable Committee  of  your  City  has  sent  is  already  ar- 
rived here.  You  and  they,  Sir,  are  equally  entitled  to  my 
best  thanks  for  this  mark  of  attention.  I  shall,  with  great 
pleasure,  order  a  considerable  quantity  of  lead  to  be  con- 
voyed to  Philadeljjhia  immediately. 

We  have  struggled  through  that  variety  of  difliculties 
which  is  ever  attendant  on  a  want  of  method  and  regulari- 
ty; and  although  we  had  not  craft  to  move  two  hundred 
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m<'n  wluiii  1  arrived  at  Tkondi  ro<;a  on  ilie  IBili  J«/y,  and 
had  tlieii  to  repair  mills,  and  send  for  carpenters  to  this 
place,  it  is  with  jileasure  I  can  inform  you  we  are  now  able 
to  move  about  thirteen  hundred,  with  twenty  days'  provi- 
sions, and  that  we  shall  very  soon  make  an  attempt  on  St. 
John's,  weak  as  we  are  in  artillery,  which  I  suppose  will 
not  exceed  six  nine-pounders.  1  have  two  flat-bottomed 
vessels  amon;,'  those  we  have  built ;  they  are  sixty  feet 
lonx,  and  capable  of  carrying;  five  twelve-pounders  each, 
but  1  can  unfortunately  mount  only  one,  as  1  have  no  car- 
riai^es. 

I  am.  Sir,   with   the   most  respectful  sentiments,   your 
obliged,  obedient,  and  very  humble  servant, 

Philip  St.  in  vlkh. 

To  the  Honourable  B.  Franklin,  Esq. 


fiKNF.IlAL   SCIirVI.ER  Til   NKW-VORK   (  ONGRESS. 

Alliany,  August  23,  1775. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  favour  of 
the  17tli  insiaiu,  enclosing  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of 
the  loth,  and  a  copy  of  General  Washington's  letter  of 
the  10th. 

This  morning;;  Mr.  JVorm  r  was  with  me  for  the  cloth- 
ing and  blankets  of  the  Grem  Mountain  boys.  1  read 
your  resolution  to  him,  and  delivered  him  six  sets  of  war- 
rants, filled  up  agreeable  to  the  choice  made  by  them  : 
the  seventh  remains  blank,  as  one  of  the  (Captains  de- 
clined the  service.  And  as  these  people  could  not  take  the 
field  without  some  money  to  procure  blankets  and  arms,  I 
have  advanced  him  five  hundred  pounds  on  their  pay. 
1  did  not  mention  to  him  your  resolution  authorizing  me  to 
appoint  the  field-ofhcers,  as  I  cannot  possibly  comply  with 
that  requisition.  The  peculiar  situation  of  these  people, 
and  the  controversy  they  have  had  with  this  Colony,  or 
with  gentlemen  in  it,  renders  that  matter  too  delicate  for 
me  to  determine ;  and  it  was  in  this  view  that  I  begged 
that  the  warrants  for  the  field-ofiicers  might  be  sent  me 
complete,  which  1  shall  still  hope  to  receive  as  soon  as 
possible. 

1  am  at  a  loss  to  reconcile  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Lciris's 
letter  (to  which  1  referred  in  one  of  mine  to  you)  with 
what  you  say  relative  to  an  hospital  in  your  last.  By  the 
former  1  was  directed  to  address  myself  to  you  in  the  recess 
of  Congress;  by  the  latter  it  would  appear  that  you  have 
received  no  directions  from  the  Continental  Congress  re- 
specting this  department.  This  alarms  me  much,  lest  you 
should  not  be  able  to  decide  on  the  several  matters  con- 
tained in  the  letters,  copies  of  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
transmit  you  from  Ticonderoga. 

Our  arms  are  of  such  a  variety  of  bores,  and  as  the  balls 
we  have  were  designed  only  for  muskets,  we  cannot  do 
any  thing  without  the  bullet  moulds.  1  beg  they  may  be 
forwarded  without  delay. 

Immediately  on  my  first  arrival  at  Ticondcroga,  I  ac- 
quainted (jovernour  Trumbull  that  Colonel  Ilinmnit's 
regiment  wanted  tents.  I  have  since  been  informed  that 
on  the  Governour's  application  you  were  to  furnish  them ; 
if  so,  I  hope  they  are  on  the  way  up.  Half  of  the  troops 
arc  without  tents,  and  should  they  not  arrive  in  lime,  I 
tremble  for  the  consequences,  as  they  must  necessarily  be 
exposed  to  the  rains  and  dews,  which  I  fear  will  make 
dreadful  havock  anionL'-t  them. 

About  sevin  liiiiiihcd  linliniis  are  now  here,  and  we 
open  the  coiifcrriiri'  with  tin m  to-nujirow. 

I  am.  Sir,  most  lespccilully,  your  very  obedient  humble 
servant,  Puii.ii"  Sttiivi.F.R. 

Fttcr  l\  B.  Livingston,  VWi.,  President,  Ike,  &c. 


fiENF.RAI,   WASHINOTON    lO   I  (INTINKNTAI,   CONflliKSS. 
[Road  Scpterubcr  13,  177o.] 
Head.Quaitors,  Camliriilge,  August  J3,  177o. 

Siu :  The  enclosed  letter  came  under  such  a  direction 
and  circumstances  as  led  me  to  suppose  it  contained  some 
interesting  advices,  either  respectinij  a  supply  of  powder, 
or  the  clothinu  lately  taken  at  Philailclphiu :  I  therefore 
took  the  liberiN  u{  hroakinL;  the  sv:>\.  for  whirl,  1  hope  the 
service  and  my  motives  will  apologize. 


As  the  filling  up  the  place  of  vacant  Brigadier-General 
w  ill  probably  be  of  the  first  business  of  the  honourable  Con- 
gress, I  Halter  myself  it  will  not  he  deemed  assuming  to 
mention  the  names  of  two  gentlemen  whose  former  ser- 
vices, rank  and  age  may  be  thought  worthy  of  atiei}tion 
on  this  occasion.  Of  the  one,  I  can  speak  from  my  own 
knowledge ;  of  the  other,  only  from  character.  The 
former  is  Colonel  John  Armstrong,  of  Pennsylvaniu :  he 
served  during  the  last  war  in  most  of  the  campaigns  to  the 
southward,  was  honoured  with  the  command  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania forces,  and  his  general  military  conduct  and  spirit 
much  approved  by  all  who  served  with  him;  besides  which, 
his  character  was  distinguished  by  an  enterprise  against 
the  Indians,  which  he  |>lanned  with  great  judgment,  and 
executed  with  equal  courage  and  success.  It  was  not  till 
lately  that  I  had  reason  to  believe  he  would  enter  as^ain  on 
publick  service,  and  it  is  now  wholly  unsolicited  and  un- 
known on  his  part.  The  other  gentleman  is  Colonel  Frye, 
i}{  Massachusetts-Bay :  he  entered  into  the  service  as  early 
as  1745,  and  rose  through  the  different  military  ranks  in 
the  succeeding  wars  to  that  of  Colonel,  until  last  June, 
when  he  was  appointed  a  Major-General  by  the  Congress 
of  this  Province.  From  these  circumstances,  together 
with  the  favourable  report  made  to  me  of  him,  I  presume 
he  sustained  the  character  of  a  good  officer,  though  I  do 
not  find  it  distinguished  by  any  peculiar  service.  Either 
of  these  gentlemen,  or  any  other  whom  the  honourable 
Congress  shall  please  to  favour  with  this  ap])ointment, 
will  be  received  by  me  with  the  utmost  deference  and 
respect. 

The  late  adjournment  having  made  it  impracticable  to 
know  the  pleasure  of  the  Congress  as  to  the  appointment 
of  Brigade-Majors  beyond  the  number  of  three,  which 
they  were  pleased  to  leave  to  me,  and  the  service  not 
admitting  of  farther  delay,  I  have  continued  the  other 
three,  which  I  hope  their  Honours  will  not  disapprove. 
These  latter  were  recommended  by  the  respective  corps 
to  which  they  belong  as  the  properest  persons  for  these 
offices,  until  further  direction,  and  have  discharged  the 
duty  ever  since.  They  aie  the  Majors  Box,  Scammcl, 
and  Samuel  Broivn. 

Last  Saturday  ni^ht  we  took  possession  of  a  hill  consi- 
derably advanced  beyond  our  former  lines,  which  brought 
on  a  very  heavy  cannonade  from  Bunkers  Hill,  and  after- 
wards a  bombardment,  which  has  been  since  ke|)t  up  with 
little  spirit  on  their  part,  or  damage  on  ours.  The  work 
having  been  continued  ever  since  is  now  so  advanced,  and 
the  men  so  well  covered,  as  leave  us  under  no  apprehen- 
sions of  much  farther  loss.  In  this  affair  we  had  killed  one 
Adjutant,  one  volunteer,  and  two  privates.  The  scarcity 
of  ammunition  does  not  admit  of  our  availing  oiuselves 
of  the  situation  as  we  otherwise  might  do;  but  this  evil, 
I  hope,  will  soon  be  remedied,  as  1  have  been  informed  of 
the  arrival  of  a  large  quantity  at  JSei'--  York,  some  at  Nciv- 
London,  and  more  hourly  expected  at  different  places.  I 
need  not  add  to  what  1  have  already  said  on  this  subject, 
our  late  supply  was  very  seasonable,  but  far  short  of  our 
necessities. 

The  late  adjournment  of  the  honourable  Congress  having 
been  made  before  my  letter  of  the  fourth  instant  was  re- 
ceived, I  must  now  beg  leave  to  recall  their  attention  to 
those  parts  of  it  which  respect  the  provision  for  the  winter, 
the  reduction  of  the  troops,  the  double  commissions  under 
dilfeient  establishments,  and  Colonel  Uridlty's  appoint- 
ment of  IMajor-Genenil.  In  all  which  I  hope  to  be  hon- 
oured with  their  commands  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Advocate-General  has  sent  me  a  memorial  respect- 
ing his  service,  which  1  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  (No. 
1,)  and  from  the  variety  and  niuliiplieity  of  duty  in  a  new 
Army,  as  well  as  his  regular  sfr\ice  and  attendance,  I  am 
induced  to  recommend  him  to  the  further  notice  of  the 
honourable  Congress. 

The  treatment  of  our  officers,  prisoners  at  Boston,  in- 
duced me  to  write  to  General  Gage  on  that  subject ;  his 
answer  and  my  reply  I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  the 
Congress,  in  the  enclosures  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  Since  which  I 
have  heard  nothing  from  him. 

I  remain,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  regard.  Sir,  your 
most  (jliediLiit  and  verv  humble  servant, 

Georoe  Washingto.v. 
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[No.  1.] 

WILLIAM  TUDOR  TO   GENKKAL   WASHINGTON. 

August  23,  1775. 

May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  Excellency:  At  the  time  I  bad 
the  honour  of  your  Excellency's  a])pointiug  nie  to  the  office 
of  Judge  Advocate  to  the  Army,  my  unacquaintedness  with 
the  nature  of  the  department  rendered  me  an  incompetent 
judge  of  its  duties.  The  experience  1  liave  since  had 
convinces  me  that  I  am  engaged  in  a  service  extensive, 
laborious  and  important.  1  must  therefore  beg,  Sir,  your 
indulgence  while  I  mention  some  particulars  which,  1  |)re- 
sume,  will  satisfy  your  Excellency  that  the  conclusion  I 
may  deduce  from  them  is  not  unreasonable. 

1  have  your  Excellency's  orders,  through  the  medium 
of  the  Adjutant-General,  to  attend  every  General  Court- 
Martial,  both  those  of  the  line  and  each  Brigade,  through- 
out the  Army,  and  to  see  that  there  is  a  lair  copy  of  the 
entire  proceedings  in  each  case  made  out,  to  be  reported 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief.  The  number  of  offences 
made  cognizable  by  a  General  Court-Martial  only,  the 
large  Army  here,  and  the  extent  of  the  camp,  (ten  miles 
at  least,)  in  each  quarter  of  which  my  duty  demands  my 
attendance,  unitedly  render  my  station  arduous  and  diffi- 
cult. The  number  of  trials  which  have  been  reported 
to  your  Excellency  within  six  weeks  past  will,  1  believe, 
justify  this  assertion. 

It  is  not  only  expected  that  I  give  the  pro]icr  orders  for 
procuring  the  evidence,  and  putting  all  matters  in  such  a 
train  that  the  Court  may  have  nothing  else  to  do  than  to 
hear  tlie  witnesses  and  form  a  judgment,  but  that  I  also 
analyze  the  evidence  and  state  the  questions  that  are  in- 
volved in  it  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court.  But  I  mean  not 
to  detain  your  Excellency  by  a  tedious  detail.  It  is  suffi- 
cient to  acquaint  you  that  I  am  obliged  to  act  as  Advocate, 
Register  and  Clerk,  for  a  stipend  of  twenty  dollars  a  month, 
without  the  least  assistance  or  a  single  perquisite  of  office. 

In  the  British  Army  General  Courts-Martial  sit  only  in 
capital  cases,  or  for  the  trial  of  commissioned  officers.  The 
Judge  Advocate  there  is  allowed  ten  shillings  sterling  per 
day,  besides  drawing  pay  as  an  oflicer.  This  duty  is  easy, 
because  tlie  strict  discipline  maintained  among  regular 
troops  make  General  Courts-Martial  but  rare. 

Almost  every  day  since  my  appointment,  a  General 
Court-Mariial  has  set  in  one  or  other  part  of  the  camp.  A 
Court  at  Roxbury  adjourned  for  six  days  successively,  be- 
cause my  duty  would  not  permit  me  to  leave  Cambridge. 
This  must  frequently  be  the  case  while  I  am  without  an 
assistant.  I  will  no  longer  trespass  on  your  Excellency's 
time,  than  to  beg  that  a  representation  of  this  ollice  may 
be  made  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  who,  1  am  informed,  were  entirely 
unacquainted  with  the  business  of  tiiis  department,  espe- 
cially in  an  American  Army.  The  information  they  may 
receive  from  your  Excellency  on  this  subject,  will  doubt- 
less prevail  with  them  to  affix  a  salary  something  more 
adequate  to  the  service.  Should  they  not,  I  shall  be  under 
a  necessity  of  begging  your  Excellency's  permission  to 
resign  an  employment,  the  duties  of  which  leave  me  with- 
out an  hour  to  call  my  own,  and  the  pay  of  which  will  not 
afiijrd  a  maintenance. 

I  am,  with  profound  respect,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  \Villiam  Tudor. 

His  Excellency  George  IVashiiigton,  Esq. 

[No.a.j 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  GAGE. 

IIcad-Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  11,  177 j. 

Sir:  I  understand  that  the  officers  engaged  in  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  their  Country,  who,  by  the  fortune  of  war, 
have  fallen  into  your  hands,  have  been  thrown  indiscrimi- 
nately into  a  common  jail  appropriated  for  felons;  that  no 
consideration  has  been  had  for  those  of  the  most  respect- 
able rank,  when  languishing  with  wounds  and  sickness;  and 
that  some  of  them  have  been  even  amputated  in  this  un- 
worthy situation.  Let  your  opinion.  Sir,  of  the  principle 
which  actuates  them  be  what  it  may,  they  suppose  they 
act  from  the  noblest  of  all  principles — a  love  of  freedom 
and  their  Country.  But  political  opinions,  I  conceive,  are 
foreign  to  this  point.  The  obligations  arising  from  the 
rights  of  humanity  and  claims  of  rank,  are  universally  bind- 


ing and  extensive,  except  in  case  of  retaliation.  These, 
I  should  have  hoped,  would  have  dictated  a  more  tender 
treatment  of  those  individuals  whom  chance  or  war  had 
put  in  your  power;  nor  can  i  forbear  suggesting  its  fatal 
tendency  to  widen  that  unhappy  breach,  which  you  and 
those  Ministers  under  whom  you  act  have  repeatedly  de- 
clared you  wished  to  see  forever  closed. 

My  duty  now  makes  it  necessary  to  apprise  you  that, 
for  the  future,  I  shall  regulate  my  conduct  towards  those 
gentlemen  who  are  or  may  be  in  our  possession,  exactly 
by  the  rule  you  shall  observe  towards  those  of  ours  now  in 
your  custody.  If  severity  and  hardship  mark  the  line  of 
your  conduct,  painful  as  it  may  be  to  me,  your  prisoners 
will  feel  its  ellects.  But  if  kindness  and  humanity  are 
shown  to  ours,  I  shall  with  pleasure  consider  those  in  our 
hands  only  as  unfortunate,  and  they  shall  receive  from  me 
that  treatment  to  which  the  unfortunate  are  ever  entitled. 

I  beg  to  be  favoured  with  an  answer  as  soon  as  jjossible, 
and  am.  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
His  Excellency  General  ilage. 

[No.  3.] 
GENERAL   GAGE  TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

liobton,  August  13,  1775. 
Sir  ;  To  the  glory  of  civilized  Nations,  humanity  and  war 
have  been  compatible,  ami  compassion  to  the  subdued  is 
become  almost  a  general  system.  Britons,  ever  pre-emi- 
nent in  mercy,  have  outgone  common  exanijiles,  and  over- 
looked the  criminal  in  the  captive.  Upon  these  principles, 
your  prisoners,  whose  lives  by  the  laws  of  the  land  are 
destined  to  the  cord,  have  hitherto  been  treated  with  care 
and  kindness,  and  more  comfoitably  lodged  than  the  King's 
Troops,  in  the  hospitals,  indiscriminately  it  is  true,  for  I 
acknowledge  no  rank  that  is  not  derived  from  the  King. 

My  intelligence  from  your  Army  would  justify  severe 
recrimination.  I  understand  there  are  some  of  the  King's 
faithful  subjects,  taken  some  time  since  by  the  Rebels, 
labouring  like  negro  slaves  to  gain  their  daily  subsistence, 
or  reduced  to  the  wretched  alternative  to  perish  by  famine, 
or  take  arms  against  their  King  and  Country.  Those  who 
have  made  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  in  my  hands,  or 
of  your  other  friends  in  Boston,  a  pretence  for  such  mea- 
sures, found  barbarity  upon  falsehood. 

I  would  willingly  hope,  Sir,  that  the  sentiments  of  libe- 
rality, which  I  have  always  believed  }ou  to  possess,  will 
be  exerted  to  correct  these  misdoings.  Be  temperate  in 
political  disquisition,  give  free  operation  to  truth,  and  pun- 
ish those  who  deceive  and  misrepresent,  and  not  only  the 
effects,  but  the  causes  of  this  unhappy  conflict  will  be  re- 
moved. Should  those  imder  whose  usurped  authority  you 
act,  control  such  a  dis|)osition,  and  dare  to  call  severity 
retaliation,  to  God,  who  knows  all  hearts,  be  the  appeal  for 
the  dreadful  consequences.  I  trust  that  British  soldiers, 
asserting  the  rights  of  the  state,  the  laws  of  the  land,  the 
being  of  the  Constitution,  will  meet  all  events  with  becom- 
ing fortitude.  They  will  court  victory  with  the  spirit  their 
cause  inspires,  and  from  the  same  motive  will  tlnd  the 
patience  of  martyrs  under  misfortune. 

Till  I  read  your  insinuations  in  regard  to  Ministers,  I 
conceived  that  I  had  acted  under  the  King,  whose  wishes, 
it  is  true,  as  well  as  those  of  his  Ministers,  and  of  every 
honest  man,  have  been  to  see  this  unhappy  breach  forever 
closed  ;  but,  unfortunately  for  both  Countries,  those  who 
long  since  projected  the  present  crisis,  and  influence  the 
councils  oi  America,  have  views  very  distant  Ironi  accom- 
modation. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  iriost  obedient  humble  servant, 

,,  rr-     ;  •       ,  t-  Tho.MAS  GaGE 

George  H  ashington,  Lsq. 

[No.  4. J 

GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO  GENERAL  GAGE. 

Head-yuarters,  Cambridge,  August  19,  1775. 

Sir:  I  addressed  you  on  the  I  1th  instant  in  terms  which 
gave  the  lairest  scope  for  the  exercise  of  that  humanity 
and  politeness  which  were  supposed  to  form  a  part  of  your 
character.  I  remonstrated  with  you  on  the  unworthy  treat- 
ment shown  to  the  officers  and  citizens  of  America  whom 
the  fortune  of  war,  chance,  or  a  mistaken  confidence,  had 
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thrown  into  your  hands.  Whether  Britinh  or  American 
mercy,  fortitude  and  patience  arc  nio5t  prominent;  whether 
our  virtuous  citizens,  whom  the  hand  of  tyranny  has  forced 
into  arms  to  defend  their  wives,  their  children,  and  their 
property,  or  the  mercenary  instruments  of  lawless  domina- 
tion, avarice  and  revenge,  best  deserve  the  appellation  of 
Rebels,  and  the  punishment  of  that  cord  which  your  affect- 
ed clemency  has  forborne  to  inflict ;  whether  the  authority 
under  w.hicli  I  act  is  usurped,  or  founded  upon  the  genuine 
principles  of  liberty,  were  altogether  foreign  to  the  subject. 
I  purposely  avoided  all  political  disquisition ;  nor  shall  I 
now  avail  myself  of  those  advantages  which  the  sacred 
cause  of  my  Country,  of  liberty  and  human  nature,  give 
me  over  you,  much  less  shall  I  stoop  to  retort  and  invec- 
tive. I3ut  the  intelligence  you  say  you  have  received  from 
our  Army  requires  a  reply.  I  have  taken  time.  Sir,  to 
make  a  strict  inquiry,  and  find  it  has  not  the  least  founda- 
tion in  truth.  Not  only  your  officers  and  soldiers  have 
been  treated  with  a  tenderness  due  to  fellow-citizens  and 
brethren,  but  even  those  execrable  parricides,  whose  coun- 
sels and  aid  have  deluged  their  Country  with  blood,  have 
been  jirotected  from  the  fury  of  a  justly  enraged  people. 
Far  from  compelling  or  permitting  their  assistance,  I  am 
embarrassed  with  the  numbers  who  crowd  to  our  camp, 
animated  with  the  purest  principles  of  virtue  and  love  of 
their  Country.  You  advise  me  to  give  free  operation  to 
truth,  to  punish  misrepresentation  and  falsehood.  If  expe- 
rience stamps  value  upon  counsel,  yours  must  have  a  weight 
which  few  can  claim.  You  best  can  tell  how  far  the  con- 
vulsion which  has  brought  such  ruin  on  both  Countries, 
and  shaken  the  mighty  Empire  of  Britain  to  its  founda- 
tion, may  be  traced  to  these  malignant  causes. 

You  affect.  Sir,  to  despise  all  rank  not  derived  from  the 
same  source  with  your  own.  I  cannot  conceive  one  more 
honoui-abic,  than  that  which  flows  from  the  uncorrupted 
ciioice  of  a  brave  and  free  people — the  purest  source  and 
original  fountain  of  all  power.  Far  from  making  it  a  plea 
for  cruelty,  a  mind  of  true  magnanimity  and  enlarged  ideas 
would  comprehend  and  respect  it. 

What  inay  have  been  the  Ministerial  views  which  have 
precipitated  the  present  crisis,  Lexington,  Concord  and 
Charlestoivn  can  best  declare.  May  that  God  to  whom 
you  then  appealed,  judge  between  America  and  you. 
Under  his  providence,  those  who  influence  the  councils 
of  America,  and  all  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Colonies,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  are  determined  to 
hand  down  to  posterity  those  just  and  invaluable  privileges 
which  they  received  from  their  ancestors. 

I  shall  now,  Sir,  close  my  correspondence  with  you, 
perhaps  forever.  If  your  oflicers,  our  prisoners,  receive  a 
treatment  from  me  different  from  what  I  wished  to  show 
them,  they  and  you  will  remember  the  occasion  of  it. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

GuoROE  Washington'. 
(iencral  (lairc. 


rf.NEKAL    ORDERS. 

Ilc.ul-Qu;irl.irs,  CainbriJffo,  AiifrMst  5,  17:5. 

For  the  establishment  of  order  and  to  prevent  disj)utcs 
between  Oflicers,  as  well  as  for  fixing  a  regular  and  jiroper 
distribution  of  the  Conuiiissions  of  tlie  Continental  Army, 
))art  of  which  arc  already  arrived  from  the  Congress,  and 
the  rest  hourly  expected,  it  is  ordered  that  a  meeting  of 
the  Field-OlFicers  of  each  Brigade  be  held  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, at  eight  o'clock,  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  centre  of 
the  encampment  of  each  Brigade,  who  are  to  choose  by 
ballot  one  out  of  their  body  to  reprcs(nit  them  in  forming 
a  Court,  for  the  adjustment  and  final  settlement  of" — 

First.  The  rank  of  the  Regiments  of  the  Continental 
Army,  and  numbering  of  each  Regiment  accoidingly.  As 
all  ditlrrences  and  distinctions  are  now  to  be  laid  aside, 
the  Regiments  of  the  several  Provinces  that  form  the 
Continental  Army  are  to  be  considered  no  longer  in  a 
separate  and  distinct  point  of  view,  but  as  parts  of  the 
whole  Army  of  the  United  Provinces. 

Secondly.  The  rank  of  all  the  Field-OHiccrs  of  all  the 
Reijiments  forming  the  Continental  Army. 

Thirdhj.  The  rank  of  all  the  Captains,  Subalterns  and 
Stati-Officers.     And  as  doLd)ts  mav  arise  which  cannot  lie 


determined  by  the  six  Field-Officers  so  chosen  by  ballot, 
they  are  hereby  directed  to  choose  by  ballot  one  Briga- 
dier-General, wlio  will  preside  as  Moderator  of  the  Court, 
for  finally  settling  the  rank  of  all  the  corps  and  all  the  com- 
missioned officers  that  compose  the  Army  of  the  United 
Colonies.  This  Court  being  duly  constituted  and  appoint- 
ed, are  to  sit  on  Monday  morning  next,  at  Deacon  Jones's, 
in  Cambridge, 

The  Church  to  be  cleared  to-morrow,  and  the  Rev.  ^Ir. 
Doylcs  will  perform  divine  service  therein  at  ten  o'clock. 

IIea.J-Qu;irtcrs,  Cajiibriilgc,  August  7,  177.'). 
CParoIf,  h'nvcastit-.)  iCounu^ni^,  Maldtn.) 

Captain  Kilton,o{  Col.  Patterson's  Regiment,  tried  by 
a  General  Court-Martial  for  '•  neglect  of  duty,"  is  found 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  forty-ninth  article  of  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  for  the  Massachusetts  Army.  They  therefore 
sentence  him  to  receive  a  severe  reprimand  from  the  com- 
manding officer,  at  the  head  of  the  Regiment. 

Ai)phcation  having  been  made  for  Sutlers  iosup|ily  ilie 
different  Regiments  with  necessaries,  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  has  no  objection  to  each  Colonel  appointing  one  for 
his  particular  Regiment,  provided  the  publick  is  not  to  be 
taxed  with  any  expense  by  the  appointment;  and  provided 
also,  that  each  Colonel  doth  become  answerable  for  the 
conduct  of  the  Sutler  so  appointed  ;  and  taking  care  that 
he  conform  strictly  to  all  orders  given  for  the  regulation  of 
the  Army,  and  that  he  does  not  in  any  instance  attempt  to 
impose  u|)on  the  soldiers  in  the  price  of  their  goods.  No 
officer,  directly  or  indirectly,  is  to  become  a  Sutler. 

It  is  in  an  especial  manner  recommended  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  each  Regiment  to  see  that  a  store  of  shoes 
and  shirts  are  laid  in  for  the  men,  as  those  are  at  all  times 
necessary.  The  General  also  recommends  it  to  tiie  Colo- 
nels to  provide  Indian  boots  or  leggings  for  their  men,  in- 
stead of  stockings,  as  they  are  not  only  warmer,  and  wear 
longer,  but,  by  getting  them  of  a  colour,  contribute  to 
uniformity  in  dress,  especially  as  the  General  has  hopes  of 
prevailing  with  the  Continental  Congress  to  give  each  man 
a  luniting-shirt. 

For  the  future  no  Return  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  Adju- 
tant-General that  is  not  signed  by  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Regiment  or  Corps,  specified  by  the  Return  ;  and  it 
is  expected  that  the  commanding  officers  of  Regiments 
do  not  receive  any  Return  from  their  Adjutants,  unless  ho 
at  tlie  same  time  presents  the  said  commanding  officer 
with  a  particular  Return,  signed  by  the  respective  Captains 
of  Companies  in  the  Regiment  he  commands. 

Ili^ad-Quiuters,  Cambridge,  Augufil  8,  1775. 

(P.lrulc-,  Porltmcul/i.l  (Couliti  rsipil,  S«rll,miilicrlan,t.J 

As  the  number  of  absent  sick,  by  the  last  returns,  is 
astonishingly  great,  it  is  ordered  that  the  name  of  each  man, 
absent  under  that  pretence,  be  given  in  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  each  Regiment,  and  signed  by  him,  setting  furtli 
the  town  which  eacli  particular  soldier  is  gone  to,  tliat  the 
Committee  thereof  may  be  applied  to,  to  insjiect  into  the 
nature  of  their  complaints,  and  make  report  of  those  who 
are  fit  for  duty. 

It  has  been  intimated  to  the  General  that  some  officers, 
under  pretence  of  giving  liuloughs  to  men  recovering  from 
sickness,  send  them  to  work  upon  their  farms,  for  their  own 
private  emolument,  at  the  same  time  that  the  publick  is 
taxed  with  their  pay,  if  not  with  their  provisions.  These 
insinuations  being  but  oblicjuely  made,  the  General  is  un- 
willing to  believe  that  any  officer  can  be  so  lost  to  all  sense 
of  honour,  as  to  defraud  the  publick  in  so  scandalous  a 
manner,  and  therefore  does  not  at  present  pay  any  further 
regard  to  the  insinuation  than  to  declare,  tliat  he  will  show 
no  favour  to  any  officer  who  shall  be  found  guilty  of  such 
iniquitous  practices,  but  will  do  his  utmost  endeavours  to 
bring  them  to  exemplary  punishment,  and  the  disgrace  due 
to  such  nmlconduct. 

The  following  is  the  ration  of  provisions  allowed  by  the 
Continental  Congress  unto  each  soldier,  viz: 

One  poimd  of  fresh  beef,  or  three-quarters  of  a  pound 
of  pork,  or  one  poun<l  of  salt  fish,  per  diem. 

One  poimd  of  bread  or  flour,  per  diem. 

Throe  pints  of  peas  or  beans,  per  week,  or  vegetables 
C(|uivalenl,  at  five  shillings  per  bushel  for  pea=  or  beans. 

One  pint  of  milk  per  man,  per  diem,  when  to  be  had. 
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Onehalfpint  of  ricc,orone  pintofi/i(//rt«mcal,perman,     who,  lost  to  every  sense  of  honour  and  virlue,  are  seek 


per 


v-eek. 


by  dirty  and  base  means  the  promotion  of  their  own  dis- 
honest gain,  to  the  eternal  disgrace  of  themselves  and 
dishonour  of  their  Country.  Practices  of  this  sort  will 
never  be  overlooked,  whenever  an  accusation  is  lodged,  but 


One  quart  of  spruce  beer,  per  man,  per  diem,  or  nine 
gallons  of  molasses,  per  Company  of  100  men. 

Three   pounds  of  candles  to   100   men,   per  week,  for 
guards,  &c.     Twenty-four  pounds  of  soft,  or  eight  pounds     the  authors  brought  to  the   most  exemplary  punishme 
of  hard  soap  for  100  men  per  week. 

One  ration  of  salt,  one  ditto  fresh,  and  two  ditto  bread, 
to  be  delivered  Monday  morning.  If'cilncsdai/  morning 
the  same. 

Friday  morning  the  same,  and  one  ditto  salt  fish.  ^  All 
weekly  allowances  delivered  Wednesday  morning.  Where 
the  number  of  Regiments  is  too  many  to  serve    ' 


the  same  day,  then  the  niuiibcr  to  be  dividi 
one  part  served  Monday  morning,  the  other  par 
morning,  and  so  through  the  week. 


whole 
illv,  and 
Tuesday 


ileaJ-Quarters.  Cainbrulgc,  August  0,  1775. 
(Pnrolf,  Eochcsfey.)  ^C()uItlt■l•^lK^,  Flijmmitlu) 

The  commanding  oflicerof  each  Regiment  or  Corps  is  to 
send  a  return  at  orderly  time,  to-morrow,  to  the  Adjutant- 
General,  of  the  number  of  tents  or  boards  which  are  want- 
ed to  cover  the  men,  that  they  may  be  provided  as  soon 
as  possible.  They  are  also  to  give  in  the  nai 
their  men  who  neither  have  received  blankets,  or  who  lost 
ihem  in  the  engagement  on  Bunker's  Hill. 

As  there  are  several  vacancies  in  the  different  Regiments, 
if  there  are  any  particular  gentlemen  who  signalized  thorn- 
selves  in  the  action  on  Bunker's  Hill,  by  their  spirited 
behaviour  and  good  conduct,  and  of  whicii  suilicient  proof 
is  adduced  to  the  General,  he  will,  in  filling  u\)  the  com- 
missions, use  his  endeavours  to  have  them  appointed  (if  not 
already  commissioned)  to  some  ofKce,  or  promoted  if  they 
are;  as  it  will  give  him  infinite  pleasure  at  all  times  to  re- 
ward merit,  wherever  it  is  to  be  found. 

Colonel  Learncd's  Regiment  to   join   Gen.  Thomas 
B  .  . 

B  _ 

Captain  Ballard,  of  Colonel  Fryc's  Regiment,  tried 
by  the  late  General  Court-Martial,  for  "profane  swearing, 
and  for  beating  and  abusing  his  men.''  The  Court  find 
the  prisoner  guilty  in  two  instances  of  profane  swearing, 
and  of  beating  his  men  ;  and  therefore  sentence  him  to 
pay  a  fine  of  four  shillings  for  each  oflence. 

Captain  Jesse  Saunders,  of  Col.  Sergeant's  Regiment, 
tried  by  the  late  General  Court-Martial,  for  "  frequent- 
ly drawing  more  provisions  than  he  bad  men  in  his  Com- 
jiany  to  consume  ;  for  forcing  the  sentry,  and  taking  away 


It  is  therefore  much  to  be  wished  that  the  example  of 
Jesse  Saunders,  late  Captain,  in  Col.  Sergeant's  Regi- 
ment, will  prove  the  last  shameful  instance  of  such  a 
grovelling  disposition  :  and  that  for  the  future  every  officer 
for  his  own  honour  and  the  sake  of  an  injured  publick,will 
make  a  point  of  detecting  every  iniquitous  practice  of  this 
kind  ;  using  their  utmost  endeavours  in  their  several  capa- 
cities to  lessen  the  expense  of  the  war  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, that  the  great  cause  in  whicli  we  are  stiiiggling  may 
receive  no  injury  from  the  enormity  of  the  expense. 

The  several  Paymasters  are  immediately  to  ascertain 
what  pay  was  due  to  the  different  Regiments  and  Corps 
on  the  first  day  of  this  instant,  that  each  man  may  receive 
his  respective  due  as  soon  as  the  money  arrives  to  pay 
them.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  that  great  exacliiess 
be  used  in  these  settlements  :  First,  that  no  man  goes 
without  bis  pay  ;  and  next,  that  not  one  farthing  more  bo 
"f"sucli"of  •^''^^'^'"  '''^"  "''"^'  '^  j'^'stly  due.  After  this  the  pay  may 
be  drawn  once  a  month  or  otherwise,  as  shall  be  found 
most  convenient;  in  the  mean  while,  the  soldiers  need  be 
under  no  apprehension  of  getting  every  farthing  that  is 
justly  their  due.  It  is  therefore  expected  that  they  do 
their  duty  with  that  cheerfidness  and  alacrity  becoming 
men  who  are  contending  for  their  libcity,  property,  and 
every  thing  that  is  valuable  to  freemen  and  their  posterity. 


Ilnail.QiKirtrrs,  Cambii'lg.'.  Aii-nst  11,  UTS. 
{Parole,  Tuiibnclgr.)  (Cuunu  [■.ipi,  S'lurinluy'i.) 

Complaints  having  been  made  by  the  inhabitants  to  the 

east  of  Waterlovvn,   that  their  gardens  aie  robbed,  their 

d  Col.  Huntington's  to  join  General  Spencer's     fields  laid  waste,  and   fences   destroyed,  any  person   who 

shall  for  the  future  be  detected  in   such  flagitious,  wicked 
practices,  will  be  punished  without  mc^rcy. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  has  been  pleased  to  appoint 
Stephen  Moylan,  Esq.,  to  be  Muster-Master  General  to  the 
Army  of  the  United  Colonies.  He  is  in  all  things  touching 
his  duty  as  Muster-Master  General,  to  be  consideretl  and 
obeyed  as  such. 


rs,  C 


A  General  Court-Martial 


ambridge,  August  13,  1 
(Couiitei-sigTi,  Ton: 

et  to-morrow  mornii 


a  gun,  the  property  of  ll'illiam  Turner,  and  threatening     try  Co\.  John  Mansfield,  of  the  Massachusetts  Forces,  ac- 


ife  of  Sergeant  Connor,  cocking  and  presenting  his 
gun  at  him  when  in  the  execution  of  his  duty."  The 
Court  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  is  guilty 
of  the  whole  of  the  charge  exhibited  against  him,  and 
unanimously  adjudge  that  he  be  forthwith  cashiered.  The 
General  approves  the  above  sentences,  and  orders  them  to 
be  put  in  immediate  execution. 

To-morrow,  the  Rules  and  Articles,  formed  by  the  Hon- 
ourable tlie  Continental  Congress  for  the  government  of 
the  Troops  of  the  twelve  United  Colonies,  will  be  deliver- 
ed out,  to  be  distributed  through  the  several  corps  of  the 
Army.  They  are  to  bo  signed  by  the  several  officers  of 
e.icli  Regiment,  beginning  with  the  Colonels,  and  tlien  by 
the  soldiers,  in  the  blank  leaves  left  for  that  purpose  ;  and 
after  they  are  so  subscribed,  they  are  to  be  deposited 


cused  by  three  of  bis  officers  of  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors. One  Brigadier-General  and  twelve  Field-Oilicers 
to  compose  the  Court. 

President — Brigadier-General  Great. 

Memisers — Col.  James  Beeil,  Col.  Fattcr.''on,  Col. 
.Tames  M.  Varnum,  Col.  IVooJhridi^e,  Lt.  Col.  Il'yman, 
Lt.  Col.  March,  Lt.  Col.  Hotdon,  Lt.  Col.  Miller,  "Major 
Cudworth,  Major  Sawyer,  ^lajor  Biittcrick,  IMajor  Angell. 


Major    Thomas    Mijllin    is    appointed    Quartermaster- 
General  to  the   Army  of  the   United   Colonies.     He  is  to 
be  obeveii  as  such. 
.\s  the  Troops  are  all  to  be  mustered  as  soon  as  possible, 


the  Captain  of  each  Company.      If  there  are  any  officers     Uie ^Muster-Master  General,   Stephen  Moylan,  Esip,  will 


or  soldiers  who  refuse  to  sign  them,  their  names,  and  the 
Companies  and  Regiments  to  which  they  respectively 
belong,  are  to  be  reported  to  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
without  delay. 

Mr.  John  Goddard  is  appointed  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  Wagon-Master  General  to  the  Army  of  the  twelve 
United  Colonies,  and  is  to  be  obeyed  as  such. 

Ilead-Quartci-s,  Cambridge,  August  10,  1775. 
(Parole,  Schuylkill.)  (Countersign,  Richmond.) 

It  is  a  matter  of  exceeding  great  concern  to  the  General 
to  find,  that  at  a  time  when  the  united  elTorts  o(  America 
are  exerting  in  defence  of  the  common  rights  and  liberties 
of  mankind,  that  there  should  be  in  an  Army  constituted 
for  so  noble  a  purpose,  such  repeated  instances  of  officers 


deliver  the  commanding  officer  of  each  Regiment  thirty 
blank  muster  rolls,  upon  Friday  next,  and  directions  for 
each  Captain  how  he  is  to  fill  up  the  blanks. 

He.ad.Qiiarteis,  fambriilge,  A^Kust  l.S,  1775. 

(P.iroli;,  Arltlli^lan.)  (r...mlersi|;n,  liclfiyd.) 

David  Henly,  Esq.,  is  appointed  LJiigade  Major  to  Gen. 
Heath's  Brigade. 

.fohn  Trumbull,  Esq.,  is  appointed  Brigade  Major  to 
General  Spencer's  Brigade. 

Richard  Carey.  Esq.,  is  appointed  Brigade  Major  to  ihe 
Brigade  commanded  by  the  eldest  Colonel. 

Thomas  Chase,  Daniel  Box,  and  Alexander  Scammell, 
E=qrs.,  are  appointed  to  continue  to  do  the  duty  of  Brigade 
Majors  to  the  Brigades  they  respectively  belong. 
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Edmu  I J  Randolph  and  George  Crty/or,  E^qs.,  are  ap- 
pointed Ai(l-;-(le-C;inip  to  the  Conunander-in-Cliief.  All 
and  every  of  the  aljove  iianiud  ^^'L-iillenicn  to  be  obeyed  in 
tlioir  respective  capacities. 

The  Quartermaster  General  is,  without  delay,  to  exa- 
mine the  encdinpnients  and  coveriii'^s  of  the  ditreient  Regi- 
ments and  Corps  ;  to  see  that  those  which  are  not  designed 
to  remain  in  houses,  are  jjrovided  as  soon  as  possible  with 
tents  or  boards  sulHcient  for  their  accoiiiinodation ;  at  the 
same  time  lie  is  to  take  care  to  prevent  any  unnecessary 
waste  o(  the  latter,  and  to  |)ut  a  sloi)  to  the  oflicers  build- 
ing such  large  houses  as  some  of  then)  are  doing,  unless 
thev  are  intended  ibr  the  acconimotlalion  of  a  number 
suflicient  to  fill  them,  or  are  to  be  i)uilt  at  their  own  ex- 
pense. But  no  large  house  to  be  plaeed  near  any  of  the 
redoubts  or  lines. 

In  addition  to  the  order  of  the  Ith  instant,  the  Colonel 
or  commanding  ofiicer  of  each  Regiment  and  Cor]js  is  to 
cause  an  exact  account  to  be  taken  (by  his  ("aptains)  of 
the  number  of  cartridges  which  each  nian  is  possessed  of, 
and  at  evening;,  at  roll  calling,  have  theni  examined,  as  di- 
rected in  the  said  order  ;  when,  if  any  are  wanting,  and  can- 
not be  accounted  for,  the  delinquent,  over  and  above  the 
punishment  due  to  his  offence,  is  to  be  charged  with  the 
deficiency,  and  so  much  of  his  pay  stojjped  accordingly. 

Head.CJuivrtrrs,  C.inil.riilir'-.  August  IG.  1775. 
(rarol.-,  Cumberlnii,!.)  (C.mimrsiijn,  DumnMc.) 

Captain  Ehazer  Liiidsiy,  of  Col.  Cicrrish's  Regiment, 
tried  by  a  General  Court-Martial  for  "absenting  himself 
from  his  post,  which  was  attacked,  and  abandoned  to  the 
enemy."  Tlie  Court  on  consideration  are  of  opinion  that 
Captain  Lindscy  be  discharged  the  service,  as  a  [lerson 
improper  to  sustain  a  conmiission. 

John  Parke,  Es(j.,  is  appointed  an  Assistant  to  the 
Quartermaster  General.     He  is  to  be  obeyed  as  such. 

Ilc.ul.Qu.iitiTs,  Cjiiibildijc,  August  17,  1775. 

Thomas  Chase,  Escj.,  is  to  continue  to  do  duty  as  JMajor 
of  Brigade  to  Brigadier  General  Thomas's  Brigade. 

Mr.  Ezikicl  Chccvcr  is  ap])ointe(l  Commissary  of  Artil- 
lery stores.  The  Quartermaster  General,  Commissary 
General,  and  Commissary  of  Artilleiy,  are  to  make  exact 
returns  of  all  the  stores,  provisions  and  necessaries  of  every 
kind,  within  their  several  departments.  And  they  are  to 
lose  no  time  in  collecting  the  several  articles  which  may 
be  in  the  hands  of  Committees,  or  other  jiersons,  into  their 
immediate  care  ;  and  they  are  to  be  answerable  for  the  dis- 
posal of  them. 

The  Commanding  Ofiicer  of  Artillery  is  to  see  that  all 
the  ordnance  stores  are  liiillifnlly  eollcried.  ami  |iul  under 
the  care  of  the  Commissary  nl  Aiiillir_\  ;  and  the  Com- 
missary of  Artillery  is  to  see  lh;il  all  the  |ii.\Mler,  lend  and 
flints,  arc  placed  in  the  mai:;i/.nie  ap|i(]iuied  to  receive 
them. 

The  Muster-Master  General,  Sl,ph,n  MoyJan,  Esq.,  to 
proceed  as  expeditiously  as  |i()s-il)|c  m  jnuslering  the  troops, 
and  when  he  has  delivered  his  bhiuL  rolls  to  the  several 
Regiments  and  Corps,  he  is  I(j  li\  ilie  days  for  mustering 
each  Brigade,  with  the  Adjni;uit-(ieneral,  who  will  give 
direptions  accordingly. 

The  Army  being  regularly  b|■i^lHled,  and  a  Major  of 
Brigade  appointed  and  fixed  to  each  Brigade,  they  are  to 
keep  an  exact  roster  of  duty  for  the  ollicers.  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  soldiers  of  their  respective  Brigades. 
The  Adjutant-General  uill  assist  ilicn  with  the  best  form 
of  a  roster,  and  earnestly  ivroiiiniends  the  use  thereof. 
All  duties  of  honour  bciiui  uiili  ili(>  eldest  officer  of  each 
rank,  and  duties  of  fatiL;iie  with  the  youngest.  Each  Major 


proper  spot,  as  near  as 


ofl3rigade  will  forthuith  f.v 

can  be  to  the  centj-e  ol  the  IJnuiide,  liir  a  general  parade 
of  the  Brigade,  where  all  parlies,  with  or  withou-t  arms,  are 
to  b(!  regnlwlv  paraded  and  marched  off  in  presence  of  the 
Major  of  Brigade;  and  the  General  expects  that  the  IMa- 
jors  of  Bri'.'ades  are  ikiI  oidy  aleil,  hiil  exact  in  the  jicr- 
formance  of  this  dut\'. 

The  Conrt-.Mania'l  ordered  fur  the  trial  of  Col.  Mans- 
fiehl  to  sit  to-morrow  morning  at  eight  o'clock,  at  the  Col- 
lege Cliapol;  and  for  the  trial  of  Col.  Gerrish.  All  evi- 
dences and  persons  concerned  to  attend  the  Court. 


Head-Quarters,  CunibriJge,  August  1?,  1775. 

(Parol.  ,  Glor.rcrrr.J  {CumMr^,f;n.  llarlftrd.) 

John  Conner,  of  Captain  Oliver's  Company,  Colonel 
Dooliltle's  Regiment,  tried  by  a  General  Court-Martial  for 
"  stealing  i  cheese,"  the  property  of  Richard  Cornell,  is 
found  guilty  of  the  charge,  and  adjudged  to  receive  thirty- 
nine  lashes  upon  his  bare  back.  The  General  apjiroves 
the  sentence,  and  orders  it  to  be  executed  ut  the  relieving 
the  main  guard,  at  the  head  of  the  two  guards. 

Joseph  ]\ltittheifs,  of  Captain  Perkins's  Com|iany  of 
Artillery,  tried  by  the  same  General  Court-Maiiial,  for 
"selling  his  gun,  which  the  Selectmen  of  his  town  had 
given  him,  and  drawing  pay  for  a  blanket  furnished  by  said 
Selectmen."  The  Court  sentence  the  prisoner  to  receive 
ten  lashes  uj)on  his  bare  back,  and  order  twelve  shillings  to 
be  stopped  from  his  pay,  to  repay  Captain  Perkins  for  the 
blanket.  The  General  approves  the  sentence,  and  orders 
it  to  be  executed  at  the  head  of  the  guards,  where  the  Com- 
pany the  prisoner  belongs  to  is  posted. 

Htad.Quartcrs,  Cauibndgc,  August  19,  1775. 
fParoli-,  Jerinj.)  (CouutiT>i5ii,  Kendal.) 

Col.  Samuel  Gerrish, oi  \\\e  MassachusettsForces,  tried 
by  a  General  Court-Martial,  of  which  Brigadier  General 
Green  was  President,  is  unanimously  found  guilty  of  the 
charge  exhibited  against  him,  that  "he  behaved  unworthy 
an  officer ;  and  that  he  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  forty-nintli 
article  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Massachusetts 
Army.  The  Court  therefore  sentence  and  adjudge  the  said 
Col.  Gerrish  to  be  cashiered,  and  rendered  incapable  of  any 
employment  in  the  American  Army.  The  General  ap- 
proves the  sentence  of  the  Court-Martial,  and  orders  it  to 
take  place  imtiiediately. 


Head-Quartcrs,  Cambridge,  August  20,  1775. 

(Parol.-,  Lehitnon.)  (CouiiU-rsii^,  Mamfrld.) 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  5th  instant,  the  Briga- 
dier General,  and  Field-Officers  chosen  by  ballot,  have 
made  report  to  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  final  settlement  of  the  rank  of  all  the  Regiments 
and  Officers  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies.  The 
General  entirely  approves  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Briga- 
dier and  the  Field-Officers,  and  thanks  them  in  this  publick 
tnanner  for  the  great  pains  and  care  they  have  taken  in 
establishing  a  point  of  so  much  importance  to  the  Army. 
His  Excellency  strictly  commands  all  oflicers  and  soldiers 
to  pay  all  due  obedience  to  the  regulations  so  established. 
The  Adjutant-General  will  deliver  to  each  Major  ot 
Brigade,  this  day  at  orderly  time,  a  copy  of  the  rank  ol 
the  Regiments,  of  the  Field-Oliicers,  and  of  the  Officers 
in  every  Regiment,  in  their  respective  Brigades. 

A  Court  of  Inquiry  to  sit  this  day,  at  three  in  the  after- 
noon, to  examine  into  the  reasons  for  a  com|)laint  exhibited 
against  Col.  Ebenezer  Bridge.  President,  Brig.  General 
Heath.  Col.  Prrscotl,  Col!  Sergeant.  Col.  Hoodbridge, 
Lt.  Col.  J(^/(o/(»(//,  Members. 


(P.irolc,  .Vo)/./A.;  (loiintirM(;n,  Oporrn.) 

The  Court  of  Inijuiry  ordered  to  sit  yesterday,  upon 
Colonel  Elientzer  Hrid'j;c,  to  sit  this  dav  at  three  o'clock, 
P.M. 

Michael  Berry,  tried  by  a  late  General  Court-Martial, 
for  "stealing  a  hat  from  Captain  IVatcrman,"  is  found 
guilty;  and  sentenced  to  receive  thirty  lashes;  but,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  long  confinement,  the  General  pardons 
the  prisoner. 

General  Sullivan's  Brigade  to  be  mustered  to-morrow. 
The  Muster-Master  General  to  begin  with  the  Regiment 
posted  on  the  left  of  the  lines,  exactly  at  six  o'clock  :  with 
the  next  Regiment  on  the  left  at  seven,  and  so  on  until  the 
whole  are  mustered.  The  field  and  stalT  officers  of  each 
Regiment  are  to  be  mustered  in  the  eldest  Captain's  Com 
panv;  and  such  as  were  (lrau;;hted  to  the  Regiment  of  Artil- 
\ovy  are  to  bo  mustered  only  to  the  day  they  were  draughted  : 
the  Regiment  of  Artilli^ry  to  muster  them  from  that  time. 

A  Sergeant,  Corporal  and  nine  men  to  mount  guard  to- 
morrow morning,  at  Mr.  Fainwcather's  house,  lately  con- 
verted into  an  hospital.  The  Sergeant  to  receive  his  orders 
from  Dr.  Church,  director  of  the  hospital. 
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Hoad-Quartors,  Cambridge,  August  22,  177.'). 
(Parole,  Portsmouth.)  (CuumiTslgii,  Ouhicy.J 

As  the  muster  rolls  cannot  be  properly  prepared  before 
Saturday  next,  the  General  defers  the  mustering  of  the 
Brigades  upon  the  left  of  the  lines  until  next  Monthly, 
when  the  mustering  the  whole  will  take  i)lace  without  in- 
terruption. 

Captain  Pearl,  ofCol.  JVooilhrilgc's  Regiment, tried  by 
a  General  Court-Martial  for  "  defrauding  his  men  of  their 
pay."  The  Court  are  unanimously  of  opinion  tliat  the 
complaint  is  in  no  part  supported;  and  being  vexatious 
and  groundless,  acquit  Captain  Pearl,  and  order  the  chief 
complainant,  Daniel  Davids,  to  be  confined. 

The  General  does  not  mean  to  discourage  the  pr.unice 
of  bathing,  whilst  the  weather  is  warm  enough  to  continue 
it,  but  he  ex()ressly  forbids  any  persons  doing  it  at  or 
near  the  bridge  in  Cambridge,  where  it  has  been  observed 
and  complained  of,  that  many  men,  lost  to  all  sense  of 
decency  and  common  modesty,  are  running  about  naked 
on  the  bridge,  whilst  passengers,  and  even  ladies  of  the 
first  fashion  in  the  neighbourhood,  are  passing  over  it,  as  if 
they  meant  to  glory  in  their  shame.  The  guards  and  sen- 
tries at  the  bridge  are  to  put  a  stop  to  this  practice  for 
the  future. 

The  Director-General  of  the  Hospital  having  complain- 
ed that  the  sick  under  his  care  are  not  only  incommoded 
by  a  promiscuous  resort  of  soldiers  to  the  rooms,  but  greatly 
injured  by  having  improper  things  carried  to  thoin  to 
eat,  at  the  same  tiiue  that  many  disorders  under  which  the 
sick  are  suffering  may  be  by  them  contracted  and  spread 
in  the  camp  by  means  of  this  infercousc,  it  is  therefore 
ordered  that  this  improper  visitation  be  put  a  stop  to  for 
the  future.     No  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  to  be 


admitted  into  the  hospital  hereafter  without  the  leave  of  the 
Surgeon  then  in  attendance,  or  by  a  written  license  from 
the  Colonel,  or  commanding  oflicer  of  the  Regiment  they 
belong  to  ;  in  either  of  which  cases  the  friends  of  the  sick, 
and  all  those  who  have  any  real  business  with  the:,  ,  will 
never  be  denied  the  piivilege  and  satisfaction  of  visiting. 

Representations  being  made  to  the  Commander-in-Chief 
that  othcers  are  frequently  seen  in  Cambridge  and  JVatcr- 
town,  and  in  the  towns  and  villages  round  the  camp,  without 
any  leave  of  absence  previously  obtained,  atid  contrary  to 
all  good  discipline  and  order;  and  as  such  irregularity  at 
this  time  may  be  productive  of  the  worst  of  consequences, 
the  General  directs  the  commanding  officers  of  Corps  to 
be  particularly  attentive  to  the  behaviour  of  all  their  officers, 
and  without  favour  or  atfection,  confine  any  officer  who  is 
absent  from  the  camp  or  lines,  where  he  is  posted  or  en- 
camped, without  leave  in  writing  first  had  and  obtained 
from  the  General  commanding  the  Brigade  ;  and  the  com- 
manding oQicers  are  strictly  enjoined  to  put  in  arrest  any 
officer  who  shall  for  the  future  disobey  this  order.  When 
officers  set  good  examples  it  may  be  expected  that  the 
men  will  with  zeal  and  alacrity  follow  them,  but  it  would 
be  a  mere  phenoiricnon  in  nature  to  find  a  well  disciplined 
soldiery  where  officers  are  relaxed  and  tardy  in  their  duty; 
nor  can  they  with  any  kind  of  propriety  or  good  conscience 
set  in  judgment  upon  a  soldier  for  disobeying  an  order, 
which  they  themselves  are  every  day  breaking.  The 
General  is  exceeding  sorry  to  find  occasion  to  give  such 
repeated  orders  on  this  head,  but  as  the  safety  of  the  Army 
and  salvation  of  the  country  may  essentially  depend  upon 
a  strictness  of  disci|)linc  and  close  attention  to  duty,  he 
will  give  no  countenance,  nor  show  any  lavour,  lo  delin- 
quents. 


General  Riturn  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  commamled  !nj  his  Ercelleiiry  Gi:i)Rf;i-;  W 
General  and  Commander-in-Chief,  llead-(:^iiarters  at  Camhkdioe,  AiuaisT  18,  '. 


;,  r.ftiuire, 


Colonel  Fryc's 

Colonel  Thompson's 

Colonel  Reed's 

Colonel  Learned's... 

Colonel  Nixon's 

Colonel  J.  Brewer's.. 

Colonel  Stark's 

Colonel  Fellows's... 
Colonel  D.  Brewer's 
Colonel  Prescott's... 

Colonel  Poor's 

Colonel  Varnum's... 

Colo 

Culo 


Par 


I's,  of  Uxbridge. 


Ml.'oinb's. 
.hnlo'a... 
.„ll,n,lge' 


Colonel  Pbiniic- 
Colonel  W.ird's 
Colonel  Wvlli'V 
Colonel  .Stnrrs's 
Colonel  Bailey'! 


;'ol(i 


el  Gr 


.  Late  Colonel  Gerrisli's 

i-o  Companies  in  Colonel  Hinman's  Regi- 
ment, and  four  Independent  Companies, 


,3,3 

37  11 
28  14 
4,3  14 
3.3|  l.S 
2Gj 

41  16 
31-, 

3(; 


31  32  36298 SOeisO  l.'j 3.5 37  3r,'35'l34.T  fi62|  1 1 1 12  221H  UIOC 220  1 174  19060 42  62  ll.567|170!lOo|6S  153 


iis 


771 
44.T 
39;i 
511 

52H 
49 
484    -    1 

4971  -  I 
5112'  -  b 
4421  -I  - 
493'  _■  - 
369|  7  5 
261 1  7  i; 
5(16  1  6 
46,'^  -  - 
403'  4'  2 
43.11  _  - 
4  13!  -I  1 
451'  -I  - 
4,521  -'  3 
856}  -I  - 
864  -  1 
485!  J  _ 
476 

5    4 


58 

57'  29 
131!     - 


HoiiATio  G,\TKs,  Adjatant-Geneiul. 
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louATio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 


UICIIAKD    PENN    AXU    AKTIUR  LKE  TO  LORD   DARTMOUTH. 

Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  i'enn  present  their  respects  to  Loril 
Dartmouth,  and  enclose  a  copy  of  an  humble  and  earnest 
Petition,  fioni  the  Continental  Congress  in  America,  to  the 
King.  Tliey  mean,  with  Lord  Dartmouth's  permission,  to 
wait  on  his  Lordship  on  Wednesday  next,  at  noon,  with  the 
original,  for  his  Lordship  to  present  to  His  Majesty. 

G.irdni  Court,  :\Iiddlo  Temple,  August  21»t,  1775. 

To  the  Ri-lit  Honourable  the  Earl  o'i  Dartmouth,  Secre- 
tary of  State  ibr  ^Imericu. 

LORD   DARTMOUTH   TO   RICHARI)    PENN   AND   ARTHUR  LEE. 

Lord  Dartmouth  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Rich- 
ard Pcnn  and  Mr.  Jjcc  ;  he  has  just  received  by  the  post 
their  note  of  the  -21st  inst.,  which  would  have  been  sent  to 
liim  bv  express,  if  it  iiad  been  known  at  hisollice  that  they 
had  any  connnands  for  him;  L^ord  Dartmouth  having  left 
orders  there  that  be  should  be  sent  for  whenever  bis  pre- 
sence should  be  recjuired  in  Town.  He  will  return  to 
London  in  a  day  or  two,  and  will  not  fail  to  infonu  Mr. 
Rcnn  and  Mr.  Lee  of  his  ariival. 

Sandwcll,  24th  August,  1775. 

EDMUND   UURKi;   TO  ARTHUR   LEE. 

I)-.eoi,.sneld,  August  22,  1775. 

Sir:  1  am  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  Slst  inst., 
informin'4  uie  of  thu  time  on  which  you  purpose  to  wait  on 
Lord  IJariiiiouth,  with  the  Petition  of  the  American  Con- 
gress. 

I  should  be  liappy  to  attciul  you  on  that  occasion,  as 
you  desire,  if  I  were  in  the  sligbtost  degree  authorized 
to  do  so  by  the  Colony  which  I  represent.  I  have  been 
chosen  Agent  by  the  General  Assembly  of  New-  York. 
That  Assembly  has  actually  refused  to  send  Deputies  to 
the  Congress  ;  so  that,  if  I  wxn-e  to  present  a  petition  in 
the  character  of  their  agent,  1  shoidd  act  not  only  with- 
out, but  contrary  to  the  authoiity  of  my  constituents. 
Whilst  I  act  for  them,  it  is  not  possible  for  me,  in  my 
transactions  with  the  Ooaru;  or  Ministers,  to  divest  myself 
occasionally  of  that  character. 

This,  and  this  only,  is  my  reason  for  not  obeying  your 
commands.     1  do  approve  exceedingly  of  all  dutiful  appli- 


cations of  the  Congress  to  His  Majesty.  I  am  convinced 
that  nothing  is  further  from  the  desires  of  the  gentlemen 
who  compose  it,  than  to  separate  themselves  from  their 
allegiance  to  their  Sovereign,  or  their  subordinate  connec- 
tion with  their  Mother  Country.  1  believe  they  sincerely 
wish  for  an  end  of  these  unhappy  troubles,  in  which,  while 
all  are  distressed,  they  must  be  the  first  and  greatest  suf- 
ferers. It  were  greatly  to  be  desired  that  Ministers  could 
meet  their  pacitick  dispositions  with  a  temper  correspond- 
ing to  them.  On  these  principles  I  heartily  wish  you  suc- 
cess in  your  laudable  endeavours  for  the  restoration  of 
peace,  and  the  reconciliation  of  our  fellow-subjects  to  their 
Sovereign. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  most  obedient  and  hum- 
ble servant,  Edmund  Burke. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  RECEIVED  IN  PHILADELPHIA,  DATED 
LONDON,  AUGUST  21,  1715. 

There  are  some  more  Regiments  to  be  sent  from  Ireland 
directly  to  America,  and  transports  are  taking  up  to  go  to 
Holland,  to  take  Hanoverians  from  thence  to  Minorca, 
and  to  take  the  gaiVison  of  that  place  to  Ireland.  Im- 
mense quantities  of  artillery,  bombs  and  stores  of  all  kinds, 
are  shipping  here.  Two  days  ago  I  dined  with  Mr. 
B  .  .  .  n,  in  company  with  a  gentleman  that  does  the 
business  for  the  contractors,  and  find  by  him  the  Ministry 
think  of  removing  the  seat  of  war  to  the  Southern  Pro- 
vinces, and  to  take  possession  o(  Long-Island ,  to  establish 
themselves  there,  thinking  by  that  means  to  be  more  secure 
in  the  winter,  and  better  supplied  with  fresh  provisions; 
and  doubt  not  but  that  they  will  take  possession  of  all  the 
islands  on  the  coast  oi  New-England  for  the  same  pur- 
))ose,and  fortify  them  all.  There  are  now  building  a  num- 
ber of  riat-bottomed  boats,  to  carry  out  with  the  transports, 
which  will  land  forty  men,  or  thereabouts,  at  a  time,  moun- 
ting a  number  of  swivels. 

If  the  American  Army  should  defeat  the  Ministerial,  I 
think  that  it  will  then  be  the  time  to  make  proposals  for 
the  restoring  of  peace  and  harmony  ;  but  if  they  should 
defeat  the  Americans,  and  the  Canadians  join  them,  which 
God  forbid,  I  doubt  tliere  will  be  no  such  thing  as  to  obtain 
peace  on  constitutional  principles.  Give  not  up;  be  steady 
and  determined,  and  you  will  obtain  what  you  want. 

Some  days  ago  sundry  vessels  arrived  here  from  New- 
foundland, without  being  able  to  continue  their  fishing 
voyage  for  want  of  provisions.  Bread  has  not  been  sold  for 
less  than  forty  shillings  to  fifty  shillings  this  year,  and  four 
pounds  per  lumdred  has  been  offered,  and  could  not  get  it 
even  for  that,  the  whole  island  being  at  an  allowance  ;  this 
has  already  made  much  noise,  and  gentlemen  on  Change 
curse  the  JPoo/c?rtc/t,  for  they  say  it  was  owing  to  them  that 
the  restraining  act  took  jilace.  The  H'cst-lndies  w  ill  next 
cry  out;  Ireland  will  soon  be  in  the  greatest  distress:  bar- 
rel stavesarenow  twelve  pounds  per  thousand,  and  1  heard 
Mr.  B  .  .  .  n,  say  to  one  of  the  contractors,  that  barrel 
staves  would  be  this  year  two  shillings  higher  than  ever. 
What  they  will  do  for  flax-seed  I  know  not,  but  it  is  little 
matter  whether  they  have  it  or  not,  when  they  cannot  sell 
their  linens  at  London  now  at  any  rate.  England  begins  to 
feel  sensibly,  ainl  the  tools  of  Administration  have  been 
down  to  sundry  manufacturing  towiis  to  quiet  the  people, 
tellino-  them  it  will  be  all  settled  in  less  than  six  months,  on 
a  better  and  more  solid  foundation  than  ever,  and  that  there 
W'ill  be  no  more  obstructions  to  trade  ;  distributing  large  sums 
of  money  to  their  tools:  but  this  will  not  hold  always,  the 
poor  will  not  be  quieted  by  such  speeches,  when  they  will  be 
ready  to  perish  for  want  of  bread.  By  next  spring  it  is 
thought  things  will  have  another  face.  The  King  is  obsti- 
nate, and  has  said  sundry  times  that  he  would  not  wear  the 
British  Crown  if  the  Americans  did  not  acknowledge  the 
supremacy  of  the  British  Pailiamcnt.  May  the  reign  of 
all  your  enemies  be  short,  and  their  memory  be  covered 
with  shame  and  contempt. 

I  heard  the  gentleman  that  does  the  business  for  the  con- 
tractors say,  that  the  Ministry  have  thoughts  of  declaring 
all  your  negroes  free,  and  to  arm  them  ;  but  I  told  them 
negroes  could  not  read  proclamations,  and  that  the  Ameri- 
cans would  march  them  back,  and  perhaps  arm  them  all  that 
they  could  trust :  pray  lay  this  matter  before  the  Congress 


257 


CORRESPOISDEiXCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &;c.,  AUGUST,  1775. 


258 


respecting  the  negroes;  you  know  the  great  numbers  in  the 
Southern  Provinces;  if  got  in  arms  against  you,  it  would 
much  embairass  you.  I  toiti  the  gentleman  if  the  Ministry 
act  in  that  way  tiiey  would  be  worse  than  barbarians. 

The  Ministerial  writers  are  continually  publishing  in 
favour  of  their  Army  ;  two  days  ago  it  was  in  the  papers 
that  Burgoyne  had  marched  round  by  Roxbury  undiscov- 
ered, and  attacked  the  American  Army  in  theii-  trenches, 
and  routed  them,  killing  fifteen  hundred:  but  this  is  now 
found  false.  They  complain  of  killing  too  great  a  propor- 
tion of  their  oflicers;  but  I  told  him  it  was  fair  fighting  to 
take  an  enemy  up  and  down,  as  they  could.  He  said  that  if 
vhe  Americans  A\d  not  fight  openly,  but  from  behind  trees  and 
ditches,  that  the  Army  would  give  no  quarters;  I  told  him 
that  would  produce  the  same  treatment  from  the  Americans. 

The  following  account  I  had  from  one  in  office :  five 
thousand  men  are  at  this  time  to  be  sent  to  New-York, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  winter  to  be  augmented  to  twelve 
thousand  from  Gage's  Army  ;  five  sail  of  men-of-war  are 
already  sailed,  and  sundry  men  are  gone  in  them  who 
know  the  country,  and  are  to  go  in  disguise  through  it,  in 
order  to  burn  and  destroy  the  furnaces  that  cast  cannon 
and  military  stores.  The  livery  of  the  soldiers  is  to  be 
green,  faced  with  red  ;  it  is  said  that  fourteen  thousand 
suits  are  already  sent  to  Canada,  with  blankets  and  pre- 
sents for  the  Indians,  in  order  to  get  them  to  join  the  ftlin- 
istry;  Albany,  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga  are  to  be 
taken  and  garrisoned,  that  a  free  communication  may  be 
kept  up  with  Canada,  and  that  the  communication  between 
tlie  Northern  and  Southern  Colonies  may  be  cut  olT.  I  hope 
they  never  will  efiect  this;  the  greatest  care  must  be  taken 
to  prevent  the  Indians  joining  them.  One  Browne,  who 
was  an  otKcer  in  the  last  war,  has  gone  over  to  engage  them. 

What  will  you  do  for  intelligence  from  hence,  if  your 
ports  are  all  shut  ?  I  think  sundry  vessels  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted to  go  to  each  of  the  fVeat-India  Islands,  on  purpose 
that  a  communication  may  be  kept  up  between  the  Colo- 
nies and  England,  otherwise  you  will  be  totally  ignorant 
of  what  is  designed  against  you  here. 


LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  LONDON   TO  HIS  FRIEND   IN 
THE  AMERICAN  CAMP. 

London,  August  21,  IT/J. 

I  am  greatly  pleased,  and  also  greatly  aflected  by  your 
letter:  the  times  are  full  of  danger  and  distress,  and  such 
times  as  we  could  never  have  exjiected.  This  horrid  civil 
war  astonishes  all  Europe,  and  will  be  both  the  wonder 
and  execration  of  future  ages.  The  Americans,  however, 
will  be  fully  acquitted  by  all  impartial  historians,  for  it 
must  always  be  confessed  that  their  moderation  has  been 
beyond  all  example  for  men  that  were  previously  deter- 
mined not  to  be  enslaved.  But  what  will  be  said  of  our 
King,  our  Ministry,  and  our  Parliament?  Can  there 
be  found  ink  black  enough  to  record  their  crimes  ?  for 
surely  no  crimes  can  be  of  a  deeper  dye  than  premeditated 
murder;  and  such  it  most  certainly  is,  in  all  the  abetters 
of  the  Ministerial  mandates;  wherefore,  as  .SV.  Fattl  says, 
"may  the  Lord  reward  them  according  to  their  works."' 

I  congratulate  you  most  sincerely  on  the  success  that 
has  hitherto  attended  the  Provincials,  a  success  the  more 
elating  to  me,  as  it  was  in  some  degree  unexpected  ;  for 
though  I  doubted  not  the  justice  of  your  cause,  nor  had  the 
least  suspicion  of  your  courage  as  individuals,  yet  some- 
thing more  goes  to  the  gaining  of  a  battle  in  the  open 
field  ;  and  I  must  confess  I  did  fear  that  the  first  onset  of 
the  Regulars  would  have  made  such  an  impression  that 
your  Troops  must  have  given  way  ;  I  am  sincerely  glad  it 
has  proved  otherwise,  and  I  prophesy  that  the  brave  Pro- 
vincials will  give  additional  proofs  both  of  courage  and 
discipline  in  every  future  engagement. 

But  after  all  I  am  rather  hurt  by  this  delay,  and  was  in 
hopes  before  now  to  have  heard  that  they  were  in  posses- 
sion of  Boston.  ^Vhat  is  the  occasion  of  their  procrastina- 
tion ?  Do  the  Americans  think  it  unfair  to  attack  the  few- 
Troops  that  are  there,  and  wish  for  a  more  equal  combat  ? 
or  do  they  wait  the  event  of  the  Petition  from  the  Con- 
gress ?  Believe  me  when  I  assure  you,  that  if  some  capital 
stroke  is  not  struck  during  the  present  campaign,  your 
cause  will  sufier  greatly,  as  you  may  rest  assured  that  no 
accommodation  is  intended  from  hence,  however  you  may 
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be  amused  with  pretensions  of  that  sort,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, when  matters  are  a  little  riper  for  it,  all  the  powers 
of  hell  are  to  be  let  loose  upon  you;  and  if  you  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  dislodge  six  thousand  men  from  their  holds,  how 
will  you  repulse  twenty  thousand  ?  For  so  many  will  cer- 
tainly come,  and  some  of  them  very  shortly. 

On  our  part  we  can  do  nothing  but  rail  at  the  Govern- 
ment, without  taking  one  step  towards  righting  ourselves, 
or  assisting  you.  Oppressed  as  we  are  by  the  Tory  Minis- 
try, who  are  supported  by  a  venal  Parliament,  and  nearlj' 
equally  divided  without  doors,  what  remains  for  us,  but  to 
curse  our  own  luxury  and  effeminacy,  and  to  look  back 
with  astonishment  at  the  I'yms  and  Hampdcns  of  former 
times — characters  which  we  have  not  virtue  to  imitate. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  hear  that  you  are  so  forward  in  your 
works  of  saltpetre  and  gun[)owder.  You  ofter  noble  pre- 
miums of  encouragement,  and  they  must  be  continued,  as 
no  price  should  be  spared  for  so  essential  an  article. 

I  am  informed  that  a  blustering  Proclamation  is  coming 
out,  declaring  the  Americans  to  be  in  a  state  of  rebellion. 
Names  cannot  alter  the  nature  of  things,  and  I  apprehend 
that  wise  men  will  iia\-  very  little  regard  to  the  peremptory 
orders  of  a  dcsputick  Miiiiitry,  when  unsupjiortcd  by  the 
Constitution. 

I  write  to  many  of  my  friends  by  this  conveyance;  some 
of  them  may  possibly  have  sealed  your  glorious  cause  with 
their  blood  before  this  reaches  you.  Peace  and  glory  to 
their  respected  shades !  As  for  myself,  though  I  am  no 
soldier,  be  assured  in  all  confidence  that  1  shall  not  cease 
to  wish  well  to  American  liberty,  nor  fail  to  give  more 
signal  proofs  of  my  attachment  to  the  support  of  it,  than 
mere  wishes,  when  a  suitable  occasion  presents  itsell. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  WM.  II.  DRAYTON  AND  WM. 
TENNENT  TO  COl-NCIL  OF  SAFETY  FOR  SOUTH-CAROLINA, 
DATED   AT   FORo's,   ON   THE  ENOREE,   AUGUST   21,    1775. 

The  most  perfect  good  order  prevailed  with  tlie  peo- 
ple, who  heard  us  with  much  attention.  But  Kirkland 
treated  the  Congress,  the  Committee,  the  Council,  and  our- 
selves, with  the  highest  insolence.  Nay,  he  was  on  the 
point  of  assaulting  Mr.  Drayton;  and  in  all  probability 
would  have  done  it,  which  would  have  brought  on  blood- 
shed,* but  that  the  pressure  of  the  people  about  Mr.  Dray- 
ton gave  him  to  understand  that  an  attack  made  by  him 
would  be  premature.  Imagine  every  indecency  of  lan- 
guage, every  misrepresentation,  every  ungenerous  and  un- 
just charge  against  the  American  politicks  that  could  alarm 
the  people,  and  give  them  an  evil  impression  of  our  designs 
against  their  liberties  and  the  rights  of  Great  Britain; 
imagine  all  you  can  on  these  points,  and  you  will  not  ex- 
ceed what  we  heard,  as  well  from  Kirkland  as  from  Brown. 
Our  indignation  was  painful,  for  we  were  obliged  to  conceal 
it ;  and  our  situation  was  as  disagreeable  as  you  can  well 
conceive.  Brown  loudly  declared,  that  when  the  King's 
Troops  arrived,  he  would  join  them  against  us;  and  he 
hoped  e\'ery  other  person  in  these  parts  would  do  the 
same. 

We  have  the  jileasure,  however,  to  inform  you,  tliat 
the  address  from  the  people  of  England  to  the  people  ot 
America  a|)pears  to  have  lost  its  credit.  Brown  read  it : 
but  he  had  but  few  hearers:  we  did  not  think  it  worth  our 
while  to  attend  to  it,  or  say  one  word  in  answer  to  it. 

We  waited  so  long  for  the  assembling  of  the  people, 
and  the  discourses  and  pamphlet  took  up  so  much  time, 
that  no  election  could  be  held.  This  day  fortnight  is  ap- 
pointed for  the  holding  of  it. 

Kirkland  and  the  Cunninghams  appeared  here  witli 
arms,  sword  and  pistol.  Their  intention  did  not  appear 
good,  and  the  very  small  audience  clearly  manifests  that 
the  sentiments  of  tlie  party  continue  inimical.  However. 
we  have  acquired  several  of  Fletchall's  Captains. 

There  was  a  subscription  of  tlie  Association — about 
seventy  names — but  most  of  these  persons  had  already 
signed,  and  now  again  signed  in  order  to  give  a  good 
example.  We  shall  be  at  I^'inety-Six  Court-House  on 
Sunday;  and  from  thence  we  shall  shape  our  course  to 
Amelia. 

'On  tins  iivoircss,  Mr.  Drai/lon  always  had  about  liib  |j(rson  a  diiK 
and  a  pair  of  pocket  pistols,  for  the  defence  of  liis  life,  and  for  pro- 
tectinff  himself  from  insult- 
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ZEBl'LON   BL'TLKR  TO    ELLIS    HIGHES. 

Wostniorclaiid,  August  2-1,  ITTj. 

Friend  Hughes:  It  is  reported  that  you  and  the  peo- 
ple near  Fishing  Creek  rel'use  to  allow  any  of  our  people 
to  settle  on  the  vacant  lands  in  your  neighbourhood  under 
the  Connecticut  claim.  You  must  know  that  we  are  I'ully 
determined  peaceably  to  settle  the  vacant  lands  in  the  Sus- 
quehannak  Purchase,  under  this  Colony.  Any  interrup- 
tion on  your  part  will  be  properly  resented.  It  is  far  from 
our  wish  or  desire  to  molest  any  of  your  settlers  (luring  the 
continuation  of  their  respective  leases,  provided  they  are 
peaceable  and  quiet  subjects  ;  and  we  expuct  that  our  set- 
tlers will  be  so  treated  by  you  and  your  people.  The  laws 
and  ordinances  of  this  Colony  must  be  duly  observed  by 
our  settlers;  neither  may  you  molest  or  disturb  them  there- 
in ;  neither  may  you  touch  their  persons  or  their  properties, 
as  you  will  answer  your  conduct  to  the  laws  of  this  Colo- 
ny and  the  executive  courts  therein.  We  wish  peace  and 
a  good  understanding  between  us  and  you  ;  but  you  must 
not  expect  we  will  give  u])  our  right  or  relinquish  our 
claim,  or  by  any  means  stop  our  settlements  to  make  room 
for  you  and  your  people  to  fill  up  the  vacant  lands  upon 
our  pmchase. 

Therefore,  relying  upon  your  honourable  observance 
of  the  premises,  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself,  your  old 
friend,  Zebulon  Uutler. 

ElHs  Hughes,  Esq. 

To  be  communicateil  to  your  settlers. 


EXTRACT   OF   A    LETTER    FROM    NEW- YORK  TO   A   GENTLEMAN 
IN    I'llILADELFlllA,    DATED    AUGL'ST  21,    1775. 

Yesterday  our  Congress  directed  that  the  cannon  on  the 
Battery  should  be  removed,  and  last  night  it  was  put  in 
execution.  The  man-of-uar's  folks  had  got  intelligence  of 
it,  and  sent  her  barge  to  watch.  Our  people  had  removed 
nine  or  eleven  (it  is  uncertain  which)  of  the  cannon  with- 
out molestation  ;  then  a  man  in  the  stern  of  the  barge 
made  a  false  fire.  This  happened  about  half-past  twelve 
last  night.  The  barge's  peojile  then  fired  ball ;  upon 
which  ours,  who  had  got  together,  were  ordered  to  fire  ; 
which  they  did,  and  continued  it  till  the  barge  got  out  of 
their  reach.  From  the  cries  and  shrieks  of  the  peojile 
on  board  the  barge,  it  is  thought  some  of  them  are  much 
woimded.  While  the  small-arms  were  firing,  the  man-of- 
war  began;  she  fired  first  a  single  hall,  then  a  ball  and 
fjrape  sliot ;  afterwards  several  guns,  (1  don't  know  what 
they  wore  loaded  with,)  and  then  a  broadside.  We  had 
more  guns  and  another  broadside  before  all  was  over;  how- 
ever, our  people  effected  their  purpose,  and  got  away  all 
the  cannon  that  we  mounted,  1  believe  about  twenty  in 
number.  As  we  had  nothing  but  small-arms  we  could  do 
no  damage  to  the  man-of-war,  and  she  did  very  little  to 
us.  A  house  next  to  linger  Morris's  and  S(tmuel  Frnn- 
ris's,  at  the  corner  of  the  Exchange,  each  bad  an  eiglileen- 
])ound  ball  shot  into  their  roofs;  some  other  houses  suffer- 
e<l  a  little,  but  the  principal  damage  was  sustained  by  some 
small  buildings  adjoining  the  IJattery.  No  lives  were  lost, 
and  but  v(^ry  few  of  our  people  wounded,  that  I  can  leai 
of,  and  those  but  slightly 
women  and  children  movi 


It  was 


Ifnakrd 


ery  dislres 


IM     NF.W-VOUK, 


Ari.i  ST  -^l,  177.-). 
We  were  suddenly  alarmed  this  morning  about  half-past 
twelve  o'clock,  by  the  Aslri,  man-of-war,  cannonading  our 
Town,  both  with  grape-shot  and  ball  ;  which  continued 
until  three  o'clock,  with  short  intcr\'als,  without  doing 
much  damage,  except  firing  into  some  houses  near  the  fort, 
and  wounding  three  or  four  of  our  men.  I  learn  it  hap- 
pened in  the  following  nnuiner:  A  party  of  our  Light- 
Infantry  and  citizens,  about  sixty,  were  hu«y  in  removing 
the  cannon  from  the  fiattery,  when  they  were  discovered  by 
the  people  on  board,  who  sent  their  boat  on  shore  armed. 
When  they  came  uithin  twenty  or  thirty  yards  of  the 
shore  they  made  a  signal  to  the  man-of-war,  who  imme- 
diately fired  upon  our  ]ieo|)le,  which  was  answered  by  a 
volley  from  the  barg(>,  without  doing  execution,  as  our  men 
were  all  under  cover  of  the  Battery.  They  returned  the 
fire   immediately  upon  the  barge,  and  it  is  supposed   must 


have  killed  a  good  many  of  them,  as  they  heard  a  great 
crying  among  them,  and  they  directly  put  off  to  the  ship. 
Our  militia  behaved  with  a  good  deal  of  spirit,  and  turned 
out  extraordinarily  well.  What  will  be  the  consequence 
of  this  unhappy  atlair  God  only  knows. 

My  dear  friend,  the  scene  is  now  opened  here;  we  know 
what  we  have  to  dejiend  upon.  Every  friend  to  his  Coun- 
try ought  not  to  hesitate  a  moment  what  step  to  take.  I 
just  learn  Captain  Vundcput  was  not  on  board  this  last 
night,  and  that  they  have  sent  a  party  of  the  Light-Horse 
to  take  him  and  our  Governour  into  custody,  who  are  at 
Long-Island.  I  am  very  much  fatigued,  having  been  on 
guard  these  two  last  nights. 

Ncn-.York,  AuguFt  28.  1775. 
The  Pro\incial  Congress  having  resolved  that  the  can- 
non should  be  removed  from  the  IJattery,  a  number  of  citi- 
zens collected  for  that  purpose  last  ficdncsday  evening; 
and  part  of  the  Provincial  Artillery,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  John  Lamb,  were  posted  on  the  Battery,  to 
prevent  the  landing  of  any  party  from  the  yisia,  man-of- 
war,  to  annoy  them  while  at  work.  \N'hen  they  marched 
down,  which  was  about  eleven  o'clock,  they  observed  one 
of  the  above  ship's  barges  lying  at  some  distance  from  the 
shore,  where  she  continued  upwards  of  an  hour;  then  she 
got  under  sail,  and  fired  a  musket  at  the  men  that  were 
posted  on  the  Battery.  This  was  immediately  returned 
liy  a  smart  fire  of  musketry  from  the  Aitillery,  and  a  few 
of  the  Independent  Light-Infantry,  belonging  to  Colonel 
Lasher's  Battalion,  that  were  likewise  posted  there  for  the 
above  purpose.  Soon  after  this  the  Asia  fired  three  can- 
non, when  our  drums  beat  to  arms,  which  alarmed  the  in- 
habitants ;  when  they  had  assembled  she  began  a  heavy 
and  smart  fire  of  nine,  eighteen  and  twenty-four-pounders, 
and  some  grape-shot,  succeeded  by  a  discharge  of  mus- 
ketry from  the  Marines,  but  without  doing  any  other  mis- 
chief than  damaging  the  upper  part  of  several  houses  near 
the  fort  and  If'hilc  Hall,  and  wounding  three  men.  IVot- 
wilhstanding  the  fire  from  the  Asia,  the  citizens  effected 
their  purpose,  and  carried  off  twenty-one  pieces  of  cannon, 
being  all  that  were  mounted  on  carriages.  Since  this  dis- 
turbance the  women  and  children  have  been  continually 
moving  out  of  town,  with  their  most  valuable  effert-;. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  procedure,  his  Worship 
the  Mayor  received  the  four  following  Letters  from  Captain 
I'nndcjnit,  which  were  answeied : 

"Asia,  AngiiBt  24,  1775. 

"After  the  event  of  last  night,  1  think  it  necessary  to 
inform  you,  that  having  information  that  it  was  intended  by 
some  people  in  ^^ew- York  to  take  away  the  guns  from  the 
Battery,  which,  as  stores  belonging  to  the  King,  it  was  my 
duty  to  protect,  I  sent  a  boat  to  lie  near  the  shore  to  watch 
their  motions.  Soon  after  twelve  they  began  to  move  the 
guns  from  the  Battery,  which  being  observed  by  the  officer 
in  the  boat,  he  left  his  station  to  come  on  board  to  inform 
me  thereof;  but  being  perceived  from  the  shore,  he  was 
fired  upon  by  a  great  many  musketry,  by  which  one  of  the 
men  in  the  boat  was  shot  dead.  My  duty  called  upon  me 
to  repel  an  attack  of  this  sort,  as  well  as  to  defend  the 
guiis,  which  occasioned  me  to  lire  upon  the  Battery.  1 
ac(|u,\iiu  vou  with  this  that  the  people  of  the  Town  may 
not  imagine  it  is  my  intention  to  do  them  any  hurt,  which 
1  wish  as  much  as  possible  to  avoid  ;  but  if  they  will  per- 
sist in  behaving  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  their  safety 
and  my  dntv  incoiiipatihle,  the  mi-chiefs  that  may  arise 
must  lie  at  llieir  <liiors,  and  not  mine.  An  answer  is  de- 
sired. 1  am,  ^e.,  tJ.  Vandeput. 
"To  the  Mayor  and  Magistrates  of  Xew-York." 

"Asia,  August  21.  1775. 

"Gentlemen:  Whereas  a  boat  belonging  to  His  Ma- 
iestv's  Ship  Asia,  under  my  command,  was,  between 
"twelve  and  one  o'clock  this  morning,  fired  upon  by  a  num- 
ber of  people  from  the  walls  of  the  City,  by  which  firing 
one  man  in  the  said  boat  was  shot  dead  ;  and  whereas  His 
Majesiv's  cannon,  mounted  upon  the  walls,  were  about 
that  tiiiie  and  afterwards,  taken  off  from  llience,  the  perpe- 
trators of  which  are  guilty  of  the  crimes  expressed  in  the 
st.ilutes  for  such  offences  ;  this  is  to  requiie,  at  the  hands 
of  the  .Magistrates,  due  satisfaction  for  these  high  misdo- 
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meanours,  as  1  must  otherwise  look  upon  tliese  acts,  not  as 
acts  of  rioters,  but  as  done  by  the  whole  community.  I 
wrote  a  letter  to  you  this  morning,  to  whicii  1  have  not  re- 
ceived an  answer.  I  must,  therefore,  inform  you,  tiiat  if 
you  do  not  tiiink  proper  to  send  some  answer  to  this,  as 
soon  as  may  be  reasonaljly  expected,  [  shall  look  upon 
your  silence  as  a  negative  to  my  re(]uisition,  and  shall  take 
such  measures  as  may  seem  necessary  to  me  accordingly. 

"I  am,  &c.,  G.  V'andeput. 

"  To  the  Mayor  and  principal  Magistrates." 

"Asia,  North-River,  August  25,  1775. 

"  SiK :  I  received  a  letter  from  you  last  night,  in  which 
you  said  that  you  would  this  morning  send  me  an  explicit 
answer  to  my  former  letters.  As  you  certainly  have  had 
sufficient  time  to  make  every  necessary  inquiry,  I  am  to  de- 
sire you  will  send  me  your  answer  upon  the  receipt  of  this. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

"  To  n  .  Ilicks,  Esq. 

"Asia,  Xorth-RiviT,  August  25,  1775. 

"Sir:  I  have  just  now  received  yours;  in  return  to  whicli 
I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  the  musket  fired  from  our  boat 
was  fired  as  a  signal  towards  the  ship,  and  not  at  the  Bat- 
tery, as  the  people  in  the  boat  will  likewise  make  their 
affidavits  of.  You  say  you  are  at  a  loss  to  account  how 
tny  duty  could  oblige  me  to  fire  upon  the  city,  in  defence 
of  those  guns,  in  the  seat  of  civil  government ;  and  you 
add,  that  you  can  neither  account  for  my  inducement,  lialf 
an  hour  after  the  return  of  the  boats  and  the  removal  of 
the  cannon,  for  firing  a  broadside  at  the  Town  at  large. 
You  surely  cannot  doubt  its  being  my  duty  to  defend 
every  part  of  the  King's  stores,  wherever  they  may  be  : 
for  this  purpose  I  fired  upon  the  Battery,  as  the  only  means 
to  prevent  the  intentions  of  the  people  employed  in  re- 
moving the  guns.  For  a  considerable  time  I  thought  they 
had  desisted  from  their  purpose,  till  their  huzzaing  and 
tlieir  firing  from  the  walls  upon  the  ship  convinced  me  to 
the  contrary  ;  this  occasioned  the  broadside  to  be  fired, 
not  at  the  city  at  large,  but  as  the  most  effectual  method 
to  prevent  their  persisting  in  tlieir  pursuit,  which  it  were 
impossible  I  could  tell  they  had  effected.  I  have  no  more 
to  add,  but  that  I  shall  persist  in  doing  what  1  know  to  be 
my  duty  ;  in  the  doing  which  I  shall,  if  possible,  avoid 
doing  hurt  to  any  one. 

"  1  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

•'  To  /> .  llicks,  Esq. 


three,  one  lost  the  calf  of  his  leg,  the  other  two  were 
slightly  wounded,  notwithstanding  grape-shot,  swivel-shot, 
eighteen  and  twenty-four  pounders  were  fired.  I  am  told 
people  are  moving  their  goods  this  morning. 

ED.MLND    FANNING   TO    NEW-YOUK    CONIiKESS. 

New-York,  August  24,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Malcolm  Mclsaac,  steward 
to  Governour  Tnjon,  is  confined  in  the  upper  barracks,  and 
in  the  absence  of  his  Excellency,  wish  to  know  whether  it 
is  by  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  if  so,  that  I 
may  be  made  acquainted  with  the  proper  measures  to  be 
pursued  in  order  to  obtain  his  releasement. 

I  am,  with  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  spivant, 
Edmund  Fanninc;. 
Fctcr  U.  13.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President  of  the   Proviti- 

cial  Congress. 

WESTCHESTER  COMMITTEE  TO  NEW-YOKK  CONGRESS, 
liorougli  and  Town  of  Wcstcliestor,  August  24,  1775. 
We,  the  subscribers,  appointed  a  Sub-Committee  to  in- 
spect the  election  of  .Militia  Officers  for  the  said  Town,  do 
most  humbly  certify,  that  the  following  persons  were  chosen 
this  24th  day  of  August,  1775,  by  a  majority  of  voices 
duly  qualified  for  that  purpose,  agreeable  to  the  resolutions 
of  the  honourable  Congress  abovesaid,  viz :  John  Oakley, 
Captain  ;  Nicholas  Berrien,  First  Lieutenant ;  Isaac  Lig- 
gett, Second  Lieutenant ;   Frederick  Fhiliitsc  Stevenson, 

Ensijrn.  m  n  ^ 

°  Ihomas  Hunt,       y 

James  Fouse,         i  Committee. 

Lewis  Graham,     ) 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony  of 

Meiv-  York.  

COLONEL  Clinton's  orders  to  the  different  commit- 
tees IN  THE  county  OF   DUTCHESS. 

August  24,  1775. 
To  the  different  Committees  in  the  County  o/ Dutchess  : 
Gentlemen  :  Please  to  deliver  to  Dr.  Samuel  Cook, 
or  Lieutenant  John  Lavgdon,  or  any  of  them,  what  arms 
you  may  collect  for  the  use  of  Captain  Dubois  and  Cap- 
lain  Billings's  Companies  in  my  Regiment,  agreeable  to  a 
resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  JS'eir-York,  dated 
August  S\U,  1775,  and  lake  their  receipts  for  the  same,  and 
you  will  oblige,  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

James  Clinton,  Colonel. 


extract  of  a  letter  from  nf.w-vork  to  a  gentleman 
in  philadelphia,  dated  august  28,  1775. 

'riiursday  night  we  expected  a  repetition  of  Wednesday 
night's  scene:  women,  children  and  goods  were  removed  ; 
all  quiet  at  night.  Friday,  more  expectations,  and  more 
removals  ;  the  Governour  returned  from  the  country,  and 
went  in  person  and  took  in  writing  a  particular  account  of 
the  damage  done  ;  our  Congress  offered  him  a  guard,  but 
he  said  he  had  such  confidence  in  the  affections  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  that  he  thought  any  further  security  unne- 
cessary, and  declined  the  offer.  He  called  the  Council 
that  afternoon.  Saturday,  people  continued  to  move;  the 
Governour  desired  a  conference  with  our  Congress,  Com- 
mittee and  military  officers  ;  it  was  granted.  He  made  a 
speech  to  them,  told  them  it  made  his  heart  bleed  to  meet 
so  many  people  on  the  road  moving  from  the  city  with  tlieir 
effects;  that  they  had  all  the  power  of  the  city  in  their 
hands,  begged  they  would  use  it  prudently  ;  that  violent  mea- 
sures would  only  widen  the  breach,  and  cause  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  city;  we  had  got  the  cannon  in  our  own  power, 
and  desired  we  would  move  them  no  further;  tliat  if 
troops  should  come  Irom  Boston,  we  would  hear  of  it  time 
enough  to  move  them,  but  declared  upon  his  honour  he 
knew  of  none  coming,  l!cc.  fcc. 

Notwithstanding  the  cannonading,  we  got  oil' twenty-one 
good  eighteen  pounders,  with  carriages,  empty  cartridges, 
rammers,  sponges,  &ic.  &ic.  The  Captain  of  the  man-of- 
war  behaved  like  a  rascal  in  attacking  the  Town  in  the  dead 
of  the  night,  when  it  was  unjirepared  for  defence;  however, 
the  people  collected  on  the  Battery,  and  behaved  well;  we 
killed,  according  to  I'andcput's  own  account,  one  of  his 
men  in  the  hari'e  :    he  killed  none  of  ours — onlv  wounded 


A  copy  of  the  Beceipt  q/' John  Langdon,  Lieutenant. 
Augu.st  29,  1775. 
Received  of  Mr.  Jacobus  Swartiimit,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Observation  for  the  Precinct  of  Bumbouts, 
by  the  hands  of  Captain  Jacob  Griffin,  forty  Guns,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  eighty-one  Pounds,  eight  Shillings, 
whicli  were  purchased  by  said  Committee  for  the  use  of  the 

Continental  Army.  x  y  r  ■     .         ^ 

-'  John  Langdon,  Lieutenant. 

Since  the  foregoing  and  before  the  signin;;,  have  recei\- 
ed  one  Gun  of  Jacob  Dubois.— Vrke  £l   los. 

August  25,  17  75, 

Received  of  the  Committee  of  Bumbouts  Precinct,  by 
the  hands  of  Isaac  Hegeman,  nine  Muskets,  amounting  to 
£'22  15s.:  which  they  have  i)urchased  agreeable  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  for  the  use  of 
Captain  Dubois  and  Captain  Billings's  Companies. 

James  Clinton,  Colonel. 

A  true  cop)- :       Dihck  (i.  Bkinkeuhoff,  Chairman. 


GENERAL  WOOSTER  TO  GOVERNOUR  THU.VBULL. 

OystcT-Ponds,  August  24,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  have  sent  !\Ir.  Shaw  two  lumdred  pounds  of  pow- 
der according  to  order.  The  Committee  of  Suffolk  County 
have  desired  me  to  remain  here  for  a  few  days,  till  they  can 
hear  from  their  Provincial  Congress,  to  whom  they  have  sent 
an  express,  with  their  desire  that  tlie  three  Companies  raised 
upon  this  part  of  the  island,  who  have  received  orders  to 
march  to  Ticonderoga,  may  remain  upon  this  station.  As 
we  know  not  what  use  we  may  have  for  powder,  and  as  I 
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before  informed  your  Honour,  1  lent  two  liuiulreci  pounds  of 
my  own  stock  to'  the  Piovincial  Coui^ress,  1  iliink  it  unsafe 
under  our  present  situation  to  return  tlic  wliole.  1  expect  by 
next  Monday  to  sail  for  yuv-York.  Your  Honour  well 
knows  the  sus|)icious  light  in  which  the  Xcw-  York  Con<;ress 
are  viewed  by  the  rest  of  the  Conlinenl ;  I  must  therefore  beg 
of  your  Honour  to  alter  that  pan  of  your  orders  to  me,  in 
which  you  subject  me  to  the  direction  of  that  body  of  men. 
1  have  no  faith  in  their  honesty  in  the  cause.  1  must, 
therefore,  think  ii  not  only  a  disgrace  to  me,  but  a  dishon- 
our to  my  employers,  that  1  am  subjected  to  them.  You 
know  not,  Sir,  half  their  tricks.  Your  Honour  will  be  good 
enough  to  direct  to  me  at  Xeiv-IIavcn,  wdiere  I  expect  to 
stop  a  day  or  two,  and  if  I  am  not  there  to  be  forwarded  to 
llnrlnn. 

I  am,  with  great  truth,  your  Honoui"s  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  ^^^^^^  Wooster. 

To  the  Hon.  Joiuitltan  Trumbull,  Ksij. 


COLONIAL   JOSEPH    REED  TO   PENNSYLVANIA    COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 
Caiiii)  at  Cambridge,  August  24,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Several  letters  from  Philaihlphin  having 
iiientioned  the  capture  of  Major  French  and  some  other 
gentlemen,  and  that  you  proposed  to  send  them  forward  to 
this  camp.  General  IVasldngloii  has  directed  me  to  request 
that  you  would  order  them  to  Hartford,  or  some  otlier  in- 
land Town,  as  their  coming  hither  would  be  attended  with 
many  inconveniences. 

If  there  have  been  any  late  arrivals  of  powder,  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  forward,  as  soon  as  possible,  all 
liiat  can  be  spared  from  the  necessary  defence  of  the  Pro- 
vince. It  is  not  within  the  limits  or  propriety  of  a  letter 
to  enumerate  our  difticulties  in  the  article  of  ammunition. 
The  late  supply  was  very  seasonable,  but  far  short  of  our 
necessities. 

It  is  also  the  General's  opinion  that  the  clothing  lately 
intercepted  should  be  secured,  or  forwarded  hither  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  Army  is  in  a  very  destitute  situation  in 
this  respect,  and  such  a  supply  would  greatly  relieve  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant,  Jos.  Reed. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety,  Pldluddplua. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE  COMMITTEE   OK   SAFETY  TO  GENERAL  SUL- 
LIVAN. 
In  Committoo  of  .Safety,  August  '2i,  1775. 

Sir  :  We  have  sent  down  a  man  to  endeavour  to  gain  a 
little  further  acquaintance  with  the  best  method  of  con- 
structing carriages  for  cannon.  We  should  be  glad.  Sir,  if 
you  would  be  kind  enough  to  introduce  him  to  those  per- 
sons and  things  that  will  forward  hiin  in  his  business,  and 
to  whatever  you  may  judge  may  lielj)  an  ingenious  man  to 
be  useful  to  us.  We  hope  he  may  have  a  lull  opportunity 
of  viewing  whatever  will  conduce  to  this  purpose. 

IJy  some  late  intelligence  we  have  great  reasons  to  fear 
that  Portsmouth  is  in  danger.  We  beg  to  know  whether 
some  powder  cannot  be  spared  ;  if  possible,  let  us  know 
whether  we  cannot  have  fifty  or  one  hundred  barrels.  If 
we  can  have  powder,  Sir,  we  mean  immediately  to  erect 
some  fortifications  to  defend  the  harbour. 

The  powder  sent  to  the  Army  on  our  frontiers  is  distri- 
buted among  the  people,  and,  perha|)S,  by  some  ill  man- 
agement, has  reduced  our  stores  to  about  eight  or  ten  bar- 
rels at  most,  so  that  any  ([uanlity  that  can  be  spared  us 
will  be  acceptable,  thougli  much  less  than  the  above  quan- 
tiiv;  though  we  could  wish  that,  as  we  intend  immediately 
to  erect  a  considerable  fortification  to  guard  our  harbour. 


CONNECTICLT   COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY. 

Wcdnosilay,  August  2,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Committee  or  Coun- 
il  of  Safety,  tliis  da)',  present   the  same   .Members  as  at 

Sundry  Letters,  received  by  his    Honour  since   the  last 
neetiiit;,  were  communicated. 


The  C'omniittee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  about  the 
Armed  Vessels,  k.c.,  having  performed  the  journey,  kc, 
business  to  which  they  were  directed  and  instructed,  made 
a  full  verbal  report  of  their  journey,  viewing,  conversa- 
tion, and  doings  concerning  Armed  Vessels,  kc.  kc,  what 
they  have  viewed,  the  terms  on  which  they  may  be  had, 
the  opinion  of  gentlemen  in  various  Towns  who  are  con- 
cerned in  navigation,  about  the  measure  of  fitting  out  any, 
&ic. ;  from  which  it  appears  sundry  Vessels  may  be  had 
on  reasonable  terms,  but  none  can  be  found  perfectly  ac- 
commodated for  War  Vessels,  k.c.  That  the  people  are 
ditferently  minded  about  the  measure,  many  thinking  that 
it  is  impossible  for  us  to  compare  by  sea  with  the  British 
ships,  &.C.  ;  it  will  but  provoke  insult  and  expose  our  sea- 
coasts  and  vessels  inward  bound  to  greater  danger,  kc. 
Others  that  it  will  be  of  advantage,  and  a  protection,  &iC. 

The  subject  being  largely  discoursed,  and  it  being  a 
measure  resolved  by  the  General  Assembly,  kc,  doubt 
whether  they  have  a  right  to  suspend  it,  even  though  they 
should  think  it  best,  &.C. 

And  on  the  question,  do  agree  and  conclude  to  take  up 
and  improve  for  the  purpose  a  certain  Brig  belonging  to 
Captain  JViUiam  Grisicold  of  H ethtrsfitld,  of  about  one 
hundred  and  eight  tons,  and  that  she  be  fixed  as,  and  for  an 
Armed  Vessel,  according  to  the  resolve  of  the  Assembly. 

And  also  to  charter  and  improve  some  one  Vessel  of 
small  burden  and  a  fast  sailer,  about  twenty,  twenty-five  or 
thirty  tons,  and  to  fix  her  with  '^uch  warlike  furniture  as  may 
be  proper,  to  be  improved,  chiefly  as  a  Spy  Vessel,  to  run  and 
cruise  from  place  to  place,  to  discover  the  enemy,  and  carry 
intelligence,  &,c.  And  do  appoint  Captain  Samuel  yUcs, 
o(  Norioich,  to  be  Captain  of  said  small  Vessel. 

And  this  Council  do  appoint  Benjamin  Huntington, 
Esq.,  and  Captain  John  Dtshon  a  Committee  to  find  and 
to  fit  out  and  furnish  such  small  Vessel  with  all  necessa- 
ries for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Tlmrsiiay,  August  3,  1775. 

The  Governour  and  Committee  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

His  Honour  laid  before  the  Council  a  Letter  he  had  pre- 
pared to  General  Schuyler,  at  Ticonderoga,  moving  him  to 
allow  and  direct  Mr.  Ichnhod  Fitch,  or  some  other  person, 
to  collect  and  send  down  a  number  of  Gun-barrels  and  dis- 
ordered Guns,  &tc.,  which,  on  representation  of  said  Fitch, 
are  lying  useless  there,  and  at  Crown  Point,  in  order  to 
their  beiii^'  repaired  and  made  fit  for  use,  and  that  the  value 
of  them  shall  be  accomited  for.  Which  Letter  is  approved, 
and  was  sent  by  said  Fitch. 

After  further  consultation  about  the  Armed  Vessels,  fcc, 
the  following  Bill  and  Resolve  was  prepared  and  passed,  viz  : 

Whereas  the  (General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  at  their 
session  in  July  last,  resolved  that  two  Armed  Vessels,  of 
suitable  burden,  be  immediaiely  fitted  out  and  armed  with 
a  proper  number  of  cannon,  swivel-guns  and  small-arms, 
and  furnished  with  necessary  warlike  stores,  and  well 
oliicered  and  manned  for  the  defence  of  the  sea-coasts  in 
this  Colony,  under  the  care  and  direction  of  his  Honour 
the  Governour  and  Committee  of  Council  appointed  to 
assist  him  in  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  who 
are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  procure,  furnish  and 
employ  the  same  accordingly  : 

In  jiursuance  of  said  resolve  and  direction,  the  Gover- 
nour and  Committee  aforesaid,  having  taken  all  proper 
stejjs  and  care  to  find  how  and  in  what  manner  the  said 
resolve  may  be  most  properly  carried  into  execution,  are  of 
opinion,  that  a  certain  Biin,  called  the  Minerva,  belong- 
ing to  Ca|nain  Jf'illiam  (iri.svold,  and  now  lying  in  Con- 
necticut Ri\er,  at  Bocky  Hill,  is  one  jiroper  vessel  to  be 
employed  for  the  service  aforesaid;  and  do  therefore 
agree  and  resolve  to  take  up  and  employ  said  Brig  in  the 
service  of  this  Colony  as  aforesaid,  during  such  term  as 
said  Assembly  or  this  Committee  shall  find  needful  to  em- 
|)loy  her  in  said  service.  And  do  hereby  appoint  Titus 
Hosmer  and  Fzekiel  ff  illiams,  Esqs.,  and  Captain  Giles 
Hall  a  Committee  to  take  up  and  retain  said  Brig  in  the 
service  aforesaid  ;  to  finish  the  contract  for  the  hire  or  charter 
of  said  Brig,  and  execute  j)roper  writings;  to  cause  the  same 
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to  be  justly  appraised,  witli  all  her  furniture  and  tackle  proper 
to  be  retained  and  used  as  an  armed  vessel,  and  make  a 
proper  inventory  thereof.  And  the  said  Committee  are  fur- 
ther directed  and  empowered  to  furnish,  procure  and  pro- 
vide all  necessary  additional  sails,  rigging  and  furniture, 
and  also  all  proper  and  necessary  ship  stores  and  provi- 
sions ;  and  furnish  from  the  Colony  stores,  as  far  as  may 
be  necessary,  cannon,  swivels,  small-arms,  pistols,  shot, 
powder,  &c.,  taking  further  needful  directions  from  time 
to  time  from  his  Honour  the  Goveriiour  and  said  Commit- 
tee. And  the  Committee  of  the  Pay-Table  are  hereby 
directed  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  in  favour 
of  said  Committee  for  such  sums  of  money  as  they  shall 
find  necessary  to  enable  them  to  accomplish  the  service 
aforesaid,  and  they  to  render  their  accounts  of  their  dis- 
position and  disbursements  thereof  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, or  to  the  Governour  and  said  Committee,  at  the  same 
time,  &LC. 

The  Governour  and  Council  having  concluded  to  take 
up  and  employ  the  Brig  Minervn,  belonging  to  Captain 
Gristvold,  for  an  Armed  Vessel,  &c.,  accoiding  to  Act 
of  Assembly,  &c.,  do  appoint  Captain  Giles  Hall  to  be 
Captain  and  commander  of  said  Brig,  and  he  to  be  allow- 
ed £7  per  month  ;  Thomas  Ilorsty,  of  Dirby,  to  be  First 
Lieutenant,  his  wages  £5  per  month  ;  James  Hopkins, 
Second  Lieutenant,  £4;  Master,  £4 ;  Alate,  £3  ;  Gun- 
ner, £3  ;  Gunner's  Mate,  £i2  8s. ;  Boatswain,  £3  ;  Boat- 
swain's Male,  £-2  8s.,  each  ;  Timothy  Larabee  to  be  Stew- 
ard, wages  £3 ;  Hyhunus  Backus  to  be  Cook,  wages  £3. 
To  be  one  Carpenter  at  60s.  per  month,  and  one  Pilot. 
And  that  the  said  Vessel  be  manned  with  forty  seamen  and 
forty  soldiers  or  marines,  exclusive  of  officers  ;  to  have  and 
be  allowed,  viz:  the  Seamen  £,2  5s.  per  month,  and  the 
Marines  not  exceeding  £2  per  month.  And  Captain  Hall 
is  hereby  instructed  and  directed  forthwith  to  raise  said 
forty  seamen,  and  forty  marines  or  soldiers,  by  voluntary 
enlistments,  and  to  encourage  and  engage  forty-five  Shil- 
lings per  month  to  the  seamen,  and  not  exceeding  forty 
Shillings  per  month  to  the  soldiers  or  marines,  during  their 
continuance  in  said  service,  and  to  have  one  month's  pay 
advanced  before  they  enter  into  and  proceed  on  any  cruise 
in  said  service.  And  said  Captain  Ciiles  Hall  is  hereby 
appointed  Paymaster  of  said  seamen  and  marines,  or  ves- 
sel's crew,  and  is  authorized  to  draw  money  out  of  the 
Colony  Tieasury  for  tliat  purpose,  in  manner  as  the  Land 
Officers  are  enabled  to  do,  giving  suflicient  bond  with 
surety  as  by  law  provided  for  the  Paymasters  of  the 
Troops  in  the  land  service.  And  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nour is  hereliy  desired  to  give  proper  commissions  and 
warrants  to  the  necessary  officers  on  board  said  vessel. 

At  the  same  time  i)assed  the  following  Instructions  to 
Titus  Hosmcr,  Esq.,  Ezekiel  Williams,  Esq.  and  Captain 
Giles  Hall,  a  Committee,  kc. : 

Gentlemen  :  The  Governour  and  Committee  of  Safety, 
by  a  Sub-Committee,  have  agreed  with  Captain  Griswold, 
owner  of  the  Brig  Minerva,  to  charter  said  Brig  for  the 
use  of  tlie  Colony,  as  an  armed  vessel,  at  the  rate  of  four 
shillings  per  month  L.  M.  per  ton,  with  condition,  that  if  we 
should  charter  any  other  vessel  at  the  same  rate,  for  which  we 
must  furnish  more  sails  or  rigging  than  will  be  necessary 
for  bis,  the  interest  of  the  expense  of  furnishing  the  other 
with  sails,  Sic,  more  than  will  be  requisite  for  said  Brig,  is 
to  be  allowed  to  said  Griswold,  in  addition  to  said  four 
Shillings.  That  said  Bi'ig  be  appraised  by  indifferent  good 
judges,  with  all  the  requisite  tackle  and  furniture,  at  our  re- 
ceiving her,  and  an  inventory  thereof  be  taken  ;  and  that 
whatever  betterments  shall  be  made  to  or  on  said  Brig  by 
the  Colony  shall  be  received  by  the  owner  on  her  return,  if 
we  choose  it,  and  an  allowance  be  made  by  him  for  the 
full  value  of  such  betterments,  so  far  as  the  \'essel  is  ren- 
dered more  valuable  or  useful  to  him  ;  and  if  any  special 
damage  is  done  to  said  Brig,  beyond  the  necessary  decay 
and  wear  by  time,  the  same  to  be  allowed  the  owner  in  ad- 
dition to  the  charter  party.    The  Colony  to  risk  the  vessel. 

Said  Committee  to  observe  the  above  agreement. 

And  said  Committee  are  further  instructed  to  employ 
said  Captain  Griswold  to  do  any  service  in  and  about  the 
necessary  additional  rigging  and  furnishing  said  Brig,  which 
can  be  properly  done  by  him.  at  a  reasonable  price  beyond 
what  may  be  best  done  by  Captain  Hall  and  liia  men. 


Said  Committee  are  further  instructed  and  desired  to 
inquire  and  look  out  and  recomnjend  to  us  jiroper  persons 
for  the  following  officers,  viz:  Master  and  Mate,  Gunner 
and  Gunner's  Mate,  Boatswain  and  Boatswain's  Mate,  anfl 
Carpenter. 

Copy  of  the  three  foregoing  given,  he. 

The  Committee  of  ^Nfic-Z,o/((/o/i,  &c.,  having  requested 
that  some  Soldiers  may  be  stationed  there,  on  the  Men-ol- 
War  appearing  off  there,  &c.. 

It  is  Voted  and  Ordered,  That  two  Companies,  viz: 
Major  Lo//(»(e;-'s  and  Captain  .Shijmians,  be  stationed  there 
for  the  present,  for  their  defence,  he;  and  the  Governour 
desired  lo  give  orders  accordin<;ly . 

Also,  Voted  and  Ordered,  That  four  of  the  six-pound 
Cannon  with  the  Carriages  now  at  Sew-Loiuhm,  be  de- 
livered to  Colonel  Jahez  Huntinglon,  or  order,  of  Nor- 
tvich,  for  their  defence,  &.c. 

Order  given  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next  at  9  o'clock  in  the  moinmg. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  (.'ouncil  of  Safety  ; 
Present : 

His  Honour  the  Governour,  .fabez  Huntington,  .Samuel 
Huntington,  ll'illiam  fi'illiams,  Nathaniel  Males,  Jede- 
diah  Eldtrkin,  Joshua  West,  and  JJenjamin  Huntington, 
Esquires. 

A  number  of  Letters  received  by  the  Governour,  and 
answers,  read,  &ic. 

Mr.  Huntington,  one  o[  ihe  Committee  appointed  at  the 
last  meeting,  reported,  that  they  had  not  yet  found  :i 
very  proper  and  suitable  small  Vessel  to  be  fi'tted  out  as  n 
Runner  and  Cutter,  he.  After  much  discourse  about  the 
matter  of  arming  the  same,  &ic.,  he,  with  the  other  Com- 
mittee, directed  to  make  further  inquiry,  &ic.,  and  report. 

Captain  j.\//cs,  apjjointed  at  the  last  meeting  to  be  Cap- 
tain of  said  small  Vessel,  was  present,  and  accepted  to  take 
the  command  of  her,  tec. 

The  news  of  three  or  four  Men-of-\V'ar  and  eight  or  ten 
other  Ships  appearing  otf  New-London,  yesterday  morn- 
ing, being  brought  by  express  the  same  day,  we  are  now 
further  informed  by  Col.  Huntington,  &c.,  that  they  are 
bearing  to  Fisher's  Island,  supposed  with  a  design  to  take 
the  stock,  he. 

This  Committee  having  reason  to  apprehend  hostile 
attacks  on  our  sea-coasts,  from  said  Ships,  and  others 
which  will  probably  be  sent  to  distress  us,  &ic.,it  is  by  the 
Governour  and  this  Council  judged  of  much  importance 
for  all,  especially  those  at  and  near  the  sea-coasts,  to  be  in 
the  best  posture  of  defence  ;  and  this  Council  do  therefore 
advise  and  desire  his  Honour  the  Governour  to  direct  and 
order  the  Colonels  or  chief  officers  of  the  3d,  8th,  'iOth, 
7th,  and  2d  Regiments  of  Militia,  forthwith  to  draw  off  and 
enrol  one-fourth  part  of  tlieir  respective  Regiments,  and 
see  that  the  same  be  completely  equipped  with  fire-arms, 
powder  and  ball,  formed  into  cartridges,  suitable  for  their 
|iieces,  and  every  necessary  implement.  The  powder  and 
ball,  if  need  be,  to  be  supplied  out  of  the  several  Town 
stocks;  each  man's  cartridges  to  be  numbered  and  marked, 
and  deposited  with  the  Captain  or  other  commissioned  offi- 
cers of  the  respective  Companies,  ready  to  be  delivered  on 
any  emergency.  And  said  fourth  part  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  as  Minute-]\Ien,  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice, 
to  any  place  attacked  or  in  danger  of  being  attacked,  by- 
sea  or  land,  and  the  same  to  succour  and  defend,  &:c.  And 
the  Field-Officers,  with  the  advice  of  the  Captains  within 
said  Regiments,  be  further  directed  and  empowered  to 
nominate  and  appoint  suitable  Officers  to  lead,  conduct  and 
order  them  in  tlieir  march  and  operations. 

Having  at  the  last  meeting  ordered  Major  Lattimcr  s 
and  Captain  Shipman's  Companies,  of  Col.  IVebli's  Regi- 
ment, to  New-Liondon,  he.,  6;c.,  do  now  order  one  other 
Captain  with  his  Company,  of  said  Col.  fVebljs  Regiment, 
at  his  discretion,  to  inarch  and  be  stationed  at  \ew-Hav(n, 
for  its  defence  for  the  present.  And  do  further  order,  that 
two  suitable  Cannon  at  jSeiv-Haven  be  properly  fixed  and 
mounteil  lor  Field-Pieces,  if  not  alrearly  done  by  them. 
Tiiat  Ship-carnages  be  prepared  (or  four  other  Cannon  r  f 
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those  marked  In  Messis. /JV/Z/rrms  and  O'a/rs,  lately  there. 
And  do  apix/ini' .Messrs.  Joiuithan  Fitch,  l\m.  iircuiougk 
and  David  Au>>tin  a  Cnnimiitee  to  procure  and  cause  the 
same  to  be  done  ulili  all  convenient  speed,  and  that  they 
be  instructed  to  improve  Mr.  James  Rice  in  any  thing  he 
is  willing  to  undertake  about  them. 

Mr.  John  Sk-iiwcr,  express  from  Uartjlrd,  hrought 
the  Governour  a  Letter  from  General  H'ashiiifrloii,  re- 
(luesting  all  the  Tow-Cloth  vvhicli  can  he  had  to  make  Shirts 
or  Short  Coats,  for  an  uniform  dress  for  the  Army,  ike,  and 
sent  a  sample  made  up,  with  a  Cape,  I{uffles,  iLc. 

Letters  were  wrote  and  despatched  to  all  the  Commissa- 
ries in  the  Colony,  to  purchase  all  the  Tow-Cloth  they  can 
procure. 

Letter  to  Col.  It'tlili,  dirrrtin^  him  to  orilcr  one  of  his 
Captains  and  Comjiany  to  yciv-lJaien. 

Also  LiCtters  to  the  Colonels  of  the  five  Regiments  out 
of  which  the  fourth  part  for  Minute-Men  is  lu  be  drawn, 
&ic.,  informing  and  directing  them  about  it. 

Also  Letter  to  Messrs.  Fitch,  GreenouL^h,wn\  Austin, 
informing  them  what  is  ordered  about  !\linulc-.Mrn,  and 
the  Company  ordered  there;  and  appointing  iheni  a  Com- 
mittee to  prepare  the  Carriages  for  llu;  Field-Pieces,  and 
other  carriages  as  aforesaid. 

Also  a  Letter  to  Colonel  Hamlin,  requesting  him  to  in- 
form what  progress  he  has  made  in  collecting  and  sending 
Saltpetre  and  Sulphur  to  New-York,  to  be  wrought  into 
Gun|)owder. 

Also  wrote  a  Letter  to  Colonel  li'iUiams,  Sec,  Com- 
mittee of  IVcthcrsfnb-l,  in  answer  to  one  received,  waiting 
orders  to  march  to  New- Land  on,  &c. 

Most  of  the  above  despatclied  by  said  SLiniicr.  And 
being  night,  the  Council  is  dismissed. 

Monday,  August  It,  177.5. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety, 
this  day  :   Present : 

His  Honour  the  Go\ernour,  Eliplialct  Di/cr,  Juhcz 
Huntington,  (Vm.  IVilliums,  Nathaniel  IVales,  Jedediak 
Elderkin,  Joshua  West,  and  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esip-s. 

Many  Letters  from  sundry  persons  exhibited,  &ic. 

Application  was  made  hy  Captain  Francis  Shaw,  of 
(ioldsborough,  by  oiiler  of  his  Town,  for  leave  to  purchase 
in  this  Colony  (the  embargo  notwithstanding)  about  fifteen 
liundred  hushelj  of  Corn  and  Rye  and  about  fifty  barrels 
Pork,  for  the  necessary  use  of  the  people  ;  and  is,  on  con- 
sideration, iiranted,  and  the  Governour  desired  to  give  a 
permit.     Which  he  did  accordingly. 

Application  also  made  h)-  Mr.  Rensselaer,  by  order  of 
Walter  Livingston,  a  Conunissary  for  the  York  Depart- 
ment, for  lil)eriy  to  purchase  in  the  Western  parts  of  this 
Colony  four  hun(lre<l  and  lil'ty  barrels  Pork,  for  the  use  of 
the  Troops  at  Ticonderoga,  as  it  cannot  be  had  at  New- 
York,  iicc.  On  consideration  thereof,  and  of  the  great  im- 
portance of  those  Troops  being  well  and  seasonably  sup- 
plied, the  motion  is  agreed  to,  and  the  Governour  desired  to 
give  permission  to  purcha'^e  the  same  in  the  Counties  of 
Fairfield  and  Tjitrhjidd,  so  as  not  to  violate  the  doings 
of  the  first  said  County,  in  withdrawing  connections  from 
some,  k.c. 

A  permit  accordingly  was  giMii. 

On  a  Letter  from  Colonel  S^ih.,nst,i/l.  iiifirniin!,'  that 
tiie  Connniitees  of  Inspecticjii  m  .\eu--l,niid,,n  County, 
k,c.,  are  to  meet  this  11th  instant,  to  consider  what  is  pro- 
per to  be  done  resjiecting  Stock  on  the  Islands  not  taken 
off",  &tc.,  and  praying  advice,  &c.,  a  I^etter  in  answer,  by 
order,  was  wrote,  doclining  any  particular  directions,  and 
especially  with  rrgmd  to  nny  out  of  the  Colony  limits,  tJcc., 
and  refeiiing  it  as  mo^t  properly  belonging  to  the  Coin- 
niillee  ol'  lii^inciion  ;  and  signifying  our  private  o|)iuion 
that  griMt  r.w'i  sliould  be  taken  to  prevent  Provisions  falling 
into  ihi"  liaihU  of  our  enemies,  and  also  of  the  danger  of 
other  eliivis  „  ;„■  the  water.  &r. 

Mr.  7/<nn;,,o7r„,,„f  tin.  Cnnnnillee  appoint,  d  for  that 
pur|)ose,  n'-p.nin^'  a  sukiII  Armed  Vessel.  Jcc,  reported: 
That  havinu  lak'u  piiin^^,  they  are  not  able  to  find  any 
suitable  fir  liii'  |.ui|)i).c,  rxcept  one  belonging  to  oni' 
Hanceji,  6cc..  ol  Si,iiiiiit;-I(in,  hut  not  to  he  chartered,  but 
mav  be  bought  at  two  liundreil  Pound-,  aj  the  lowest  -urn. 


&cc.  Her  sails  and  rigging  not  fit  for  service.  And  the 
(juestion,  whether  she  shall  be  purcliased,  was  largely  con- 
sidered. And  as  the  General  Assembly  have  ordered 
Vessels  to  be  fitted  out,  &c.,  the  Council  supposed  them- 
selves obliged  to  obey  the  order,  kc. ;  and  there  seems 
no  other  way.  And  they  judged  the  Vessel  so  cheap  that, 
when  needless,  she  may  ])robably  be  sold  without  loss,  and 
the  hire  saved,  &ic.  Are  of  opinion  that  said  Vessel  or 
Schooner,  called  the  Britannia,  be  purchased  for  the  Co- 
lony ;  and  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esq.,  Captain  John 
Deshon,  and  Captain  Robert  Sites,  are  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  make  said  purchase,  at  not  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred Pounds,  &.C.,  an<l  also  to  take  care  of  and  cause  her 
to  be  rigged  and  fitted  out  with  every  necessary  for  said 
jjurpose,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

And  this  Council  do  appoint  Robert  Niles,  of  Norwich, 
to  he  Captain  and  Commander  of  her.  And  said  Com- 
mittee are  desired  to  look  out  and  recommend  proper  per- 
,sons  for  the  other  officers  on  board  her,  and  report  make 
to  the  next  meeting. 

ruled.  That  Captain  Deshon  be  directed  forthwith  to 
put  the  Cannon,  Small-Arms,  Pistols,  and  every  warlike 
implement  now  at  Neic-London,  suitable  and  proper  for 
armed  vessels,  into  proper  order  and  condition  for  imme- 
diate u«e  ;  and  on  receiving  advice  fioni  Captain  Hall,  of 
the  larger  armed  vessel  fitting  at  Middletown,  shall  be  at 
or  near  Saybrook,  ready  to  receive  them,  to  send  them  to 
him  there,  and  deliver  them  on  board  his  brig.  But  if  it 
shall  appear  there  is  not  a  sufficient  quantity  for  both  ves- 
sels, that  they  be  properly  jiroportioned  between  them. 

Then  the  Council  was  dismissed,  and  adjourned  till 
Thursday  next,  nine  o'clock,  A.  M. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour,  k.c.,  this  day,  present 
the  same  Members  as  at  the  last. 

Many  Letters,  Sic,  laid  in  and  considered  ;  and  directed 
and  prepared  a  Letter  to  Captain  Jeremiah  IVadsworth, 
Commissary,  &ic.,  in  answer  to  one  from  him  for  advice, 
&ic.,  directing  him  to  risk  the  Pork  lie  buys  at  the  west- 
ward hy  water,  if  necessary,  and  it  cannot  he  done  hy  the 
sellers;  and  that  the  Colony  will  indemnify  him  in  prudent 
conduct  about  it ;  and  that  he  may  release  about  two  hun- 
dred barrels  he  had  bought  of McLanc,  of  Dan- 
bury,  in  favor  of  -Mr.  Rensselaer,  who  had  a  peiniit  at  the 
last  meeting  to  buy  four  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  in  this 
Colony,  for  the  use  of  General  Schuyler's  Army  at  the 
northward. 

A  Permit  having  been  granted  to  /'.  Rensstlaer  at  the 
last  meeting  to  purchase  Pork,  Sec,  and  he  having  j)rc- 
])osed  to  convey  it  by  water  to  New-York,  Sec,  and  it 
being  tliought  and  considered  as  in  great  danger  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  if  water-borne,  Sic,  it  was 
projjosed  and  voted,  that  the  Governour  be  desired  to  give 
and  send  positive  orders  to  said  Rensstlaer  not  to  ship  any 
Pork  purchased  in  this  Colony  to  New-  York,  but  trans- 
port the  saine  by  land  to  the  North  River,  to  be  thence 
shipped  to  Albany.  Stc.  That  is  an  explanatory  permis- 
sion to  purchase  said  Pork  on  that  condition;  and  the  same 
done,  and  both  instantly  despatched.  See,  hy  Mr.  Skinner. 

General  Jf'ashington  having  wrote  the  Governour,  by 
Letter  received  yesterday,  that  he  has  ordered  General 
Schuyler  to  send  down  a  quantity  of  Lead  JJall  found  at 
Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point,  &ic.,  and  directed  it  to  be 
under  the  conduct  of  said  CJovernour  Trumbull,  Sec,  it  is, 
on  consideration,  advised,  that  the  Governour  write  Gen- 
eral Schuyler  to  send  the  same  to  the  care  of  Conunissary 
Phelps,  at  Albany;  and  that  said  Phelps  he  advised  of  it, 
and  directed  to  forward  the  same  hy  the  best  and  most 
expeditious  way  to  General  Washington. 

f'oted  and  Resolved,  That  orders  be  sent  to  ]\Iajor  Lat- 
tiiner,  commander  of  the  Troops  now  at  iScw-hondon,  to 
see  that  regular  Watchers  and  Guards  are  kept  about  his 
Camp;  that  his  Soldiers  arc  projjerly  exercisefl,  instructed 
and  disciplined  ;  and  kept  clean,  out  of  idleness  and  bad 
|)rariices.      .\nd  orders  drawn  and  sent  accordingly. 

I'nted  and  Resolved,  That  orders  he  sent  to  Captain 
Ijyim,  who,  with  his  Company,  are  now  at  Norwich,  t.j 
reniaii:    there  till    fuither  orders,  near  the  Landini:,  and  to 
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assist  tlie  people  tliere  by  one-third  of  his  Company,  at  a 
time  alternately,  at  iiis  discretion,  in  building  a  Redoubt  at 
JVnlennan's  Foint,  and  such  other  works  as  shall  be  judg- 
ed proj)er  by  a  Committee,  &,c. ;  to  direct  the  same,  and 
allow  them  Spirits  when  in  said  service,  as  ordered  by  the 
Assembly  for  men  on  fatigue,  and  requiring  the  men  to 
yield  obedience,  &c.;  and  that  the  Captain  see  lliat  pioper 
Watchers  and  Guards  be  ke|)t,  and  proper  exercises  be 
kept  up ;  and  that  he  use  his  eli'orls  to  keej)  up  good  order, 
virtue,  morality,  &,c. 

On  consideration  of  the  scarcity  of  Pork  and  other  Pro- 
visions, and  the  vast  consumption  of  it  by  the  Army,  it  is 
thought  necessary,  and  for  the  safety  of  the  Colony,  that 
the  Embargo  laid  and  continued  by  the  Assembly  to  the 
20th  instant,  should  be  revived  and  further  continued;  and 
the  Governour  is  ailvised  and  desired  to  issue  his  Procla- 
mation to-day,  and  continue  the  same  to  the  iiOth  Octubcr 
next.  Which  was  done  accordingly,  and  sent  to  the  Prin- 
ter;  he  directed  to  send  to  each  Town  Clerk  and  Naval 
Officer  in  the  Colony. 

Volcd  and  Granted,  An  Order  to  pay  Ibr  eighteen  Blan- 
kets, sent  per  Ltianon,  and  recjuesi,  ike,  to  su|iply  part 
of  the  loss  at  Bunker  s  Hill;  and  nine  Guns  for  the  same 
place,  for  the  same  purpose,  both  to  amount  to  £28  Gs., 
being  duly  appraised,  &,c. ;  and  ditto  to  pay  Samuel  IluiU 
for  carrying  the  same,  £3  8s.  9d.  And  diito  to  jtay  Da- 
vid Trumbull  going  express  three  times  to  the  Army,  and 
sundries  allowed,  £8  19s.  And  ditto  to  |)ay  John  Ahlen, 
for  going  express  to  Killingsby,  to  recall  Troops  on  their 
march  to  CV(m/<ru/i^'-c,  by  advice  from  General  fl im/ihiglon, 
£l  8s.  Also  to  pay  Simeon  Gray,  for  a  Horse  bought 
for  Indian  Cognahue  to  ride,  with  Belt  and  Speech,  Jkc, 
to  the  Oneida  Indians,  Uc,  £5. 

And  then,  on  motion  heretofore,  by  and  in  behalf  of 
New-Ilaven,  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  provide  Car- 
riages for  four  six-pound  Cannon,  instead  of  four-pounders, 
as  those  allowed  at  a  meeting,  seventh  instant,  marked  by 
Messrs.  Williams  and  fValcs,  were  of  that  size  ;  and  that 
they  may  also  prepare  Carriages  for  five  Field-Cannon, 
instead  of  two,  as  then  allowed,  &,c.  On  consideration  of 
said  motions,  and  the  reasons  thereof,  this  Council  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  first  motion  is  reasonable,  and  do  allow 
and  approve  thereof;  and  as  to  the  other,  respecting  five 
instead  of  two  Field-Pieces,  are  of  opinion,  that  two  maj' 
be  sufficient  for  the  present,  and  that  they  may  not  pro- 
perly allow  more,  without  the  approbation  of  the  Assem- 
bly. 

Copy  also  drawn  for  the  Governour  to  forward,  &ic. 
T'oted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay-Table 
Committee  for  two  hundred  Pounds,  in  favour  of  Benja- 
min Huntington,  Esquire,  to  Captain  John  Dcshon,  to  pay 
the  purchase  of  the  Schooner  i?;77o«n/ff,  for  the  use  of  the 
Colony,  as  an  armed  and  intelligence  vessel,  which  this 
Council  had  judged  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  Colony  to 
purchase  at  that  price,  and  appointed  said  Committee  to 
purchase  of  Edward  Ilanarr,  Jonathan  Dcnison,  5th,  &c., 
of  Stonington,  and  which  they  have  done  accordingly. 
And  Orders  drawn  accordingly  by  me,  as  Clerk,  the  next 
diy. 

And  the  Council  and  IMeeiing  was  adjourned  without 
day.  ^ 

Mouiliy,  Aiisnst  21,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  this  day: 
Present: 

His  Honour  the  Governour,  Eliphohl  Dyer,  Jabez 
Huntington,  William  Willimns, Nathaniel  Wales, .Icdediah 
Elderkin,  Joshua  fl'est  and  Benjmnin  Huntington,  Esqs. 

Sundry  Letters  just  received  from  General  Srhuykr, 
Colonel  Hinman,  &ic.,  were  laid  before  us,  by  which  it 
appears  there  is  great  danger  of  delays  h-oni  New- York, 
k.c.,  relating  to  the  Northern  Expedition,  &c.  A  l^etter 
from  Major  Brown,  who  has  been  in  Canada,  giving  a 
favourable  account  of  the  disposition  of  the  Country,  k,c., 
and  many  others  considered,  he.  And  a  Letter  advised 
and  pre|)ared  to  General  Washington,  on  sundry  matters, 
and  copies  of  the  above-mentioned  Letters  enclosed  and 
approved,  and  sent  by  Colonel  Dyer  and  Colonel  Elder- 
kin,  who  wi^ye  going  down,  8cc. 


The  Governour  also  showed  us  a  secret  Letter,  written 
by  one  Brook  Watson  to  President  Livingston,  fcc,  (a 
very  ill  one,)  which  had  been  intercepted,  &ic.,  and  le- 
covered. 

On  application  of  Mr.  Hazard,  of  Edgartown,  and 
proper  Credentials,  Uc,  a  Permit  is  granted  lo  him  to  buy 
and  carry  from  this  Colony  about  one  hundred  Pounds 
value  of  Rye  and  Indian  Corn,  for  the  necessary  use  of 
the  Town. 

A  Letter  was  prepared  and  approved  to  President  Liv- 
ingston, o(  Netv- York  Congress,  expressing  our  concern 
at  their  not  having  provided  and  sent  the  Tents  they  had 
engaged  for  Colonel  Hinman's  Regiment,  and  uridnif  the 
danger  of  delays,  Sic,  and  informing  of  a  Permit  before 
granted  ^[r.  Rensselaer  to  purchase  four  hundred  and  fifty 
barrels  Poik  in  this  Colony,  for  General  Schui/ler's  Army, 
and  the  orders  to  send  it  by  land  to  the  North' River,  he. 

Letlers  also  prepared  and  despatched  to  Hartford,  to 
go  by  Rennet,  who  i-:  at  Hartford,  and  sent  forward  the 
above  Letter  to  General  S-hiiyler,  Colonel  Hinman,  and 
JMajor  Rroivn. 

Letter  also  prepared  and  sent  to  Commissary  Phelps, 
directing  him  to  take  care  of  and  forward  by  the  best  ways 
such  Lead  as  shall  be  sent  him  from  General  Schuyler,  for 
the  use  of  the  Army  near  Boston,  according  to  desire  of 
Geneial  iVashington. 

And  then  the  Council  adjourned  to  meet  again  Thurs- 
day, 2[[[i  instant. 

Tliiirsiliy,  AugiiplSI,  1775. 
At  a  meetin'4  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety, 
present  the  same  Members  as  at  the  last  meeting,  except 
Colonels  Dyer  and  Elderkin,  (at  Cambridge.) 

Mr.  James  Church,  of  Hartford,  moves  for  a  Permit  to 
send  to  Frovidence,  by  water,  about  three  hundred  bushels 
of  Wheat,  to  be  ground  for  the  use  of  the  United  Army 
near  Roston,  for  the  reason  that,  by  means  of  great  drought, 
it  is  not  ])ossible  to  get  it  ground  near  home;  to  be  his 
own  risk,  &c.  On  consideration,  a  Permit  is  granted,  but 
not  without  much  doubt  of  the  expediency  of  it,  lest  it 
should  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies. 

Renjamin  Huntington,  Esquire,  and  Captain  Ephraim 
Rill,  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  oversee  and  direct  the 
building  or  erecting  a  Battery  and  Inlrenehments,  at  a  for- 
mer meeting  ordered  to  be  made  at  tl'atermans  Foint,  in 
Ncw-Lontlon  River,  and  Cajitain  Lyon's  Company,  now 
thej'e,  10  labour  about  it,  according  to  orders.  And  gave 
Instructions  to  said  Committee. 

On  a  Letter  received  from  Messrs.  Hosmer,  Williams 
and  Hall,  about  the  armed  Brig  fitting  at  Middletown,  he, 
containing  a  nomination  of  sundry  persons  for  officers,  Jkc, 

and  proposing  that  the  bearer,  Warner,   (going  to 

Providence,)  may  enlist  a  Gunner  there,  as  they  cannot 
obtain  one,  and  also  Sailors,  fcc.  It  is  agreed,  that  he 
may  do  so,  if  not  disagreeable  to  Governour  Cooke,  to 
whom  the  Governour  is  desired  to  write  by  said  IVarner. 
proposing  it  to  him,  &,c. ;  which  was  done. 

Sundry  Accounts  for  Guns  and  Blankets  which  had  been 
impressed  and  obtained  by  the  Governour's  order,  to  supply 
the  loss  of  our  Soldiers  at  Runkcr's  Hill,  he,  were  laid  in, 
considered  and  allowed,  and 

J'oted,  That  Orders  be  drawn  for  the  payment  thereof, 
viz: — 

One  for  N.  Frink,  Esq.,  for  6  Guns  and  1  (I  Blan- 
kets, procured  at  Fomfret,  £19  lOs.,  and 
fees  24s.,  -  -  "  -  -  -  £-20  11  0 
One  for  Messrs.  JValcs  and  Bissell,  fir  10  Guns 
and  25  Blankets,  procured  at  Windham,  in- 
cluding 21s.  fees,  -  -  -  -  40  01  0 
One  for  Mr.  Chandler,  of  Woodstock,  for  ti  Guns 
and  10  Blankets,  procured  there,  and  12s'. 

fees, 19   1.3  (» 

One  for  Capt.  Racon,  of  Canterbury,  for  Guns 

and  Blankets,  no  fees,     -  -  -  -  20  01    f> 

One  for  Mr.  Lfjfingwcll,  o(  Norwich,  20  Guns 

and  40  Blankets,  procured  there,  no  fees,      67  09  ("• 
Which  Oiders  I  have  since  drawn,  ike. 
And  tliC  meeting  is  dismissed. 
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Berlin  and  lielfl  ai  the  Meetinn-House  in  iraiiriown, 
in  ihe'County  of  Miildlcscu  on  llcdiusdiii/,  the  nineteenth 
day  oi  July,  Anno  Domini  1775. 

Watoi-town,  Wednesday,  July  19,  1775. 

Upon  exaniinaiion  of  the  Letters  of  the  late  Provincial 
Congress,  sent  to  tile  several  Towns  and  Districts  in  the 
Colony,  for  the  ciioice  of  Re|)resentatives,  and  the  returns 
thereon,  it  appeared  that  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected  to  represent  their  respective  Towns  and  Districts 
in  General  Assenihly,  until  the  last  It'cdnrmldi/  in  Maij 
next: 

FOll  THK   CclLNTY  (IF  SIFFOLK. 

Boston:   Hon.  Sainucl  Ailanis,   Hs(].,   Hon.  Jo/in   Han- 
cock, Esq.,  Dr.  Bmjiwnn  Church,  .Mr.  John  I'itts. 
RoxBURY  :   Colonel  Aaron  Davis. 
Dorchester:  Captain  Ebentzcr  n'ithi/igton. 
Milton  :  Captain  Daniel  Jose. 
Braintree  :  Colonel  Joseph  Pidmer. 
Weymouth:  Colonel  Solomon  Love tl. 
HiNGHAM  and  Cohasset  :  Bcnjatnin  Lincoln,  Esq. 
Dedha.m:  Mr.  Ahner  Ellis. 
Medfield  :  Mr.  Daniel  Perry. 
Wrentham  :   Mr.  Jabez  Fisher. 
Brookline  :  Captain  /je/!/V;H(//(  H'hilc. 
Needham:  Colonel  IVilliam  Mackintosh. 
Stoughton  and  Stouohtonham  :   ^Mr.  Thomas  Crane. 
Medway:   Captain  Jonathan  Adams. 
Bf.llingham  :  iMr.  Stephen  Metcalf. 
Hull:   (iNone.) 

Walpole  :   Mr.  Benjamin  Kingsbury. 
Chelsea:  Deacon  John  Sale. 

for  the  county  of  essex. 
Salem:  Mt.  Daniel  Hopkins  and  Mr.  Elias  Hasket  Derby. 
Danvers  :   Dr.  Samuel  Holton. 

Ipswich  :  Col.  Michael  Farley  and  Dmnmer  Jewett,  Esq. 
INewbury  :  Joseph  Gerrish,  Esq. 
Newburyport  :  Captain  Jonathan  (! reenUaf  and  Major 

Stephen  Cross. 
Marblehead:   Azor  Orne  luul  El'>r!d<:c  (;,rn/.  Efq=;. 
Lynn:   Mr.  Edward  Johnson. 
Andover:   Mr.  Samuel  Fhillijis,  Jun. 
Beverly:  Captain  Josiah  Batchelder.  inn. 
Rowley:   Uv.  Snthanicl  Mighill. 
Salisbury:   Major  .V«f/i.  Currier. 
Haverhill:   M.\\  Jonathan  Webster,  inn. 
Gloucester  :  Captain  Jos.  Foster. 
Topsfield:   "Sir.  John  Gould. 
Almsbury  :   Captain  Caleb  Fihbury. 
Bradford:   Captain  Daniel  Thurston. 
Wenham:   Captain  Benjamin  Fair/leld. 
Manchester:   (None.) 
METHt:EN  :   Mr.  James  Ingells. 
Boxford  :  Aaron  Hood,  E^q. 
Miudleton:   (None.) 

FOR  THE   county   OF   MIDDLESEX. 

Cambridce:   Mr.   Ab.    Ilattson,  Jun.,  and  Mr.   Samuel 

Thatcher. 
Charlestown  :  Mr.  Richard  Devens,  David  Checvcr,'Esq. 
VVatertovvn  :  Captain  Jonathan  Brown. 
WoBURN  :   Josiah  Johnson,  Esq. 
Concord  :  Colonel  James  Barrett. 
INewton  :   Abraham  Fuller,  Esq. 
Reading  :   Mr.  John  Temple. 
Marlborough  :   Mr.  Fcter  Bent. 
Billerica:    flilliam  Stickncy,  V.^i 
Framingham:  Cajjtain  Josiah  .Stone. 
Lexington  :   Mr.  Jonas  Stoui . 
Chelmsford:  Colonel  Sinuon  .Spuulding. 
Sherburne:  Mr.  Daniel  If'hitniy. 
Sudbury:   Deacon  Thomas  I'lympton. 
Malden  :   Mr.  Ezra  Sergeant. 
Weston:  Colonel  Braddyll  Smith. 
Medford:   Mr.  Benjamin  Hall. 
Littleton  :   Mr.  Abel  Jevett. 
Hopkinton  :   (None.) 
Westford  :   Dr.  Asaph  Fletcher. 
Walthah  :   Jotuis  Diu  Esq. 


Stow  :  Henry  Gardner,  Esq. 

Groton  :   Colonel  James  Frtscot. 

Shirley  :   (None.) 

Pepperell:   Captain  Ed.  Bancroft. 

TowNSEND  :  Mr.  Israel  Hobart. 

Ashby:   (None.) 

Stoneham  :   Joseph  Bryant,  Jun. 

Wilmington  :  Captain  Timothy  fValker. 

Natick  :  (None.) 

Dracut  :   Deacon  Amos  Bradley. 

Bedford:   (None.) 

Hoi.liston:  Colonel  Abner  Perry. 

Tewksbury:   Mr.  Ezra  Kindall. 

Acton  :  Mr.  Josiah  Hay  ward. 

Dunstable:  James  Tyng,  Esq. 

Lincoln:  Major  Eleazer  Brooks. 

FOR  THE  county  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 

Springfield:    Messrs.  John    Hale    and    IVilliam    Pyn- 

chon,  Jun. 
West-Springfield:  Major  Benjamin  Ely. 
Wilbraham:  Major  John  Bliss. 
Northampton  :  Jos.  Hawlcy,  Esq. 
Southampton  and  Hadley:   (None.) 
South»Hadley  :   Mr.  \oah  Goodman. 
Amherst:   Mr.  Moses  Dickenson. 
Granbv  :   (None.) 

Hatfield:   Messrs.  John  Hastings  and  Elihu  ff'hite. 
Whately  and  Williamsburg:   (None.) 
Westfield:    Eldad   Taylor,   Esq..  and  Ca[)iain   David 

Moscly. 
Deerfield,   Greenfield,   Shelburne.   and   Conway  : 

(None.) 
Sunderland:   Mr.  Daniel  Montagu. 
Montagu  :   Dr.  Moses  Gunn. 
Northfield:   Mr.  Phineas  IVright. 
Brimfield  :   Mr.  Abner  Morgan. 
South-Brimfield  :  Captain  A.  ^eedham. 
MoNsoN  :   Deacon  Abijah  Sewell. 
Pk.lham:  (None.) 
Greenwich:   Mr.  Joseph  Hendrick. 
Bi.ANFORD,  Leveri:tt,   Palmer.  Granmlle,  and  New- 

Salem  :   (None.) 
I^ELCHERTOWN  :  Colonel  Samuel  How. 
Colrain:   Deacon  Joi/uw  Caldwell. 
Ware,  Warwick,  and  Bernardston  :   (None.) 
Murrayfield:   Ijieutenant  L'/ioc/i  Sheppard. 
Charlemont:   (None.) 
Ashfield:  Mr.  Elijah  Cranson. 
Worthington  :   Deacon  ^^fl.  Leonard. 
Shutesbury:   Captain  Joseph  Lock. 
Chesterfield:   i\Ir.  Benjamin  Mills. 
Ludlow  District,  Southwick.  Sukfu;ld,  Enfield,  and 

SoMERS  :   (None.) 

for  the  county  of  PLYMOUTH. 

Plymouth:    Hon.  James  Warren,  Esq.,  Speaker. 
Scituate  :   Nathan  Cashing,  Es(j. 
Duxbury:   Mr.  George  Partridge. 
i\L\RSHFiELD  :    Deacon  Nehrmiah   Thomas. 
Bridgewater:   Colonel  Edu\  Mitchell. 
IMiDDLEBOROUGH  :  Captain  J&.s7(»(/  llhite. 
Rochester:   Mn'pv  Ebenczir  White. 
Plympton  :   Mr.  Seth  Cashing. 
Pembroke  :   Mr.  John  Turner. 
Kingston:   Hon.  William  .Senr,  Esq. 
Abington  :   Ca|)tain  ffoodb.  Brown. 
Hanover:  Colonel  Joseph  Cashing. 
Wareham  and  ILvlifax:   (None.) 


Barnstable:    Daniel  Davis  and  Joseph  Otis,  Esqs. 
Sandwich:   Colonel  Sathaniil  Preeman  and  ^Ir.  Joseph 

Nye,  Jun. 
Yarmouth  :   Major  Enoch  Hallei. 
Eastham:   Mr.  Amos  Knowles,  inn. 
Wellfleet  :  Colonel  Elisha  Cobb. 
Chatham:  Colonel  Joseph  Doanc. 
Harwich  :   Mr.  Joshua  Nye. 
Falmouth:   Mr.  Moses  Swift. 
Thuro:   Mr.  .Samuel  Harding. 
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FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL. 

Taunton:    Hon.   Robert    Treat    I'ainc,    Esq.,   Colonel 

George  IViUiams. 
Rehoboth:    Mr.    Ephraim    Starkweather    and   Captain 

Thomas  Carpenter. 
SwANZEV  with  Shawajif.t  :  (None.) 

Dartmouth  :  Walter  Si/ooner  and  Benjamin  Aikin,  Esqs. 
Norton  and  Mansfield:  Mr.  Nathan  Hodge. 
Attleborough  :   Captain  John  Stearns. 
Dighton:  Dr.  William  Baylies,  Deacon  George  Codding. 
Freetown  :   Messrs.  Thomas  Durfec,  Joshua  llathwaij. 
Ravnham:   Mr.  Benjamin  King. 
Easton  :   Mr.  Benjamin  Pcttingale. 
Berkley:   Mr.  Samuel  Tobey,  Jun. 

for  the  county  of  YORK. 

York:   ^\r.  Daniel  Bragdon. 
Kittery:   Edward  Cutl,  Esq. 
Wells  :  Colonel  Ebcnczer  Saycr. 
Berwick:   Major  Ichabod  Goodwin. 
Arundel:  Mr.  John  Jlnvey. 
Biddeford:  James  Sulliva?!,  Esq. 

Pepperellborough,  Lebanon,  Sanford,  Buxton,  and 
Naruagansett  No.  1 :   (None.) 

for  the  county  of  dukes  county. 
Edgartown  :  Colonel  Beriah  Norton. 
Chilmark:   Mr.  James  Allen,  Jun. 
Tisbury:   Captain  Nathan  Smith. 

for  the  county  of  Nantucket. 
Sherburne:   (None.) 

for  the   county  of  WORCESTER. 

Worcester  :  IVIr.  David  Bancroft. 

Lancaster:  Capt.  Hezckiah  Gates,  Mr.  Ebcnczer  Allen. 

Mendon  :   Mr.  Edward  Bauson. 

Brookfield:   Hon.  Jedediah  Foster,  Esq. 

Oxford:  Captain  flilHum  fl'atson. 

Chareton:   Ma'pr  Isaiah  Blood. 

Sutton  :   Messrs.  Ed.  Putnam  anil  Amos  Singlctary . 

Leicester:   Mr.  Ihzekiah  Ward. 

Spencer:  Mr.  Oliver  ffatsoti. 

Paxton  :   Mr.  Phinehas  Moore. 

Rutland:  Mr.  John  Eessendun. 

Oakha.m:  Mr.  Thomas  White. 

Hubbardston:   Mr.  William  Muzzy. 

New-Braintree  :   Major  J«»(£s  Wood. 

Southborough  :  Captain  Timothy  Bris^ham. 

Westborough  :  Captain  Hezekiah  Maynard. 

Northbobough  :  Captain  Levi  Bridghum. 

Shrewsbury  :   Deacon  .fonos  Stone. 

Lunenburg h:  Dr.  John  Taylor. 

Fitchburgh  :   (None.) 

Uxbridge  :  Mr.  Abner  Raivson. 

Harvard  :   Mr.  Joseph   Wheeler. 

Dudley:   Major  William  Learned . 

Rutland  District  :  John  Chadwell,  Ksq. 

Bolton:  Captain  Nathaniel  JCillson. 

Upton  :   (None.) 

Sturbridge  :  Captain  Timothy  Parker. 

Leominster:   (None.) 

Hardwick  :  Mr.  Stephen  Rice. 

Western:  Colonel  Simeon  Dwight. 

Holden:   Mi:  John  Child. 

Douglass:   Major  Caleb  Dill. 

Grafton  :   Deacon  Joseph  Batcheldcr. 

Petersham  :  Colonel  Jonathan  Grout. 

RoY.iLSTON :   (None.) 

Westminster:   Deacon  A«^A«n  JVood. 

Athol:  Captain  John  Haven. 

Templeton  :  Mr.  Jonathan  Baldwin. 

Princeton:   Mr.il/o5es  Gill. 

AsHBi  RNiiAM,  WiNCHENDON,and  WooDSTocK  :   (Nonc.) 

for  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND. 

Falmouth  :  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman. 

North-Yarmouth  :  Captain  ff.  Cutter. 

Scarborough:  Mr.  Joshua  Fabyan. 

Gorham:  Captain  Bryant  Morton. 

Brunswick:  Colonel  Samuel  Thompson. 

Harpswell,  Windham,  Capk.-Elizabetii,  New-Glou- 
cester, PiERSONTowN,  and  New-Boston  :   (None.) 
Fourth  Series. — •\'ol-  hi.  1 


FOR  THE   county  OF  LINCOLN. 

Pownalborough  :    Thomas  Rice,  Esq. 

Georgetown:  Mr.  Dummer  Sewall. 

Woolwich:   (None.) 

Newcastle:  Mr.  Bi^n.  Woodbridgc. 

Topsham:   Mr.  James  Fulton. 

Booth-Bay  :   (None.) 

Bristol:  Colonel  William  Jones. 

Bowdoinham  and  Mkdi  mcoijk  :    (None.) 

Hallowell:   Captain  William  Howard. 

Broad-Bay,  Vassalborough,  St.  George's,  Winthrop, 

^VINSLow,  and  Gardinebston  :   (None.) 
Edgecomb  :   Mr.  Moses  Davis. 

FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE. 

Sheffield,  Great-Ijarrington,  and  Alforu  :  (None.) 

Stockbridge  :  Deacon  Elnathan  Curtis. 

West-Stockbridgk  :   (None.) 

Pittsfield:  Captain  Charles  Goodrich,  and  Captain  Is- 
rael Dickinson. 

New-Marlborough  and  Egremont  :   (None.) 

Richmond  :  Captain  David  Rossitcr. 

Lenox,  Tyringham,  Tyringham-Equivalent  :   (None.) 

Lanesborough  :   Major  Jonathetn  Smith. 

Sandisfield  :   (None.) 

WiLLiAMSTowN  :  Mr.  Samuel  Kellogg. 

Becket  :   (None.) 

Gageborough  :  Captain  Willietm  Clark. 

Partridgefield,  East-Hoosuck,  Jericho,  Planta- 
tion No.  5,  Plantation  No.  6,  and  Plantation 
Hartwood:   (None.) 

Dr.  Church,  Major  Hawley,  and  Mr.  Pitts,  were  ap- 
pointed to  sort  and  count  the  votes  for  a  Clerk. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Clerk  ; 
and  the  Committee,  having  sorted  and  counted  the  votes, 
reported  that  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman  was  unanimously 
chosen. 

Whereupon,  the  following  Oath  was  administered  to  him 
by  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  viz : 

Whereas  you,  Sa7nuel  Freeman,  are  chosen  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  you  do  swear  that  you  will 
truly  enter  all  the  Votes  and  Orders  thereof,  and  in  all 
things  relating  to  your  office  you  will  act  faithfully  and 
impartially,  according  to  your  best  skill  and  judgment. 

So  help  you  God. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wheeler,  Dr.  Church,  Mr.  Pitts, 
Deacon  Fisher,  and  Dr.  Holten,  be  a  Committee  to  inform 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon  that  this  House  is  ready  to  attend 
Divine  Service. 

Ordered,  That  four  Pews  at  the  right  hand  of  the  pulpit 
be  assigned  for  the  Clergy  during  Divine  Service. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  meet  and  attend  to  Business 
immediately  after  Divine  Service. 

Afternoon. 

The  House  resolved  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker;  and  thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  Dii,  and  Mr.  Gardn<  r, 
be  a  Committee  to  sort  and  count  the  votes  ;  who,  having 
attended  that  service,  reported  that  the  Hon.  James  War- 
ren, Esq.,  was  unanimously  chosen. 

Resolved,  That  nine  o'clock  next  Friday  morning  lie 
assigned  for  the  choice  of  Counsellors. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wheeler,  Dr.  Church,  Mr.  Hop- 
kins.  Col.  Otis,  and  Col.  Palmer,  be  a  Committee  to  re- 
turn the  thanks  of  this  House  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon, 
for  the  Sermon  delivered  by  him  in  the  forenoon,  and  to 
desire  a  copy  of  it  for  the  press. 

A  Petition  from  a  number  of  the  Inhahitaius  of  the  Town 
of  Mansfield,  requesting  the  House  to  issue  a  new  Precept 
for  the  choice  of  a  Member  to  represent  that  Town,  was 
read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Rawson,  and  Mr. 
Partridge. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  M\. 
Gordon  reported,  that  he  had  com]ilied  with  the  desire  of 
the  House,  and  had  sent  a  copy  of  his  Sermon  accordingly. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wheeler,  Mr.  Cross,  and  Mi. 
Brown,  be  a  Committee  to  get  the  same  printed,  one  foi 
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each  Member  of  the  House,  and  one  for  each  Parish  in 
tlie  Colony. 

Tlic  Protest  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Swaiizey,  against  tlie  election  of  the  Hon.  Jernlhmed 
Bowers,  Esq., "was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller,  Mr.  Tnijlor,  and  Dr. 
Jloltcn,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  Rules  and  Orders  for 
the  regulation  of  tlie  House. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 


A  day  appointed  by  the  honourahle  Continental  Con- 
gress to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  F'asting  and  I'rayer 
throughout  the  Continent, 

The  House  met,  and  adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Friday,  July  21,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock,  be  as- 
signed for  the  choice  of  a  Chaplain  for  tlie  House. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  moved  for. 

Ordered,  Thai  Major  Hawley,  Colonel  Olis,  Mr. 
Jewet,  Mr.  Jf'ood,  and  Deacon  Rairson,  be  a  Committee 
to  collect  and  sort  the  votes  for  Counsellors. 

Major  Ilau'ley  having  assisted  in  collecting  the  votes 
for  eighteen  Counsellors  for  the  territory  called  the  Terri- 
tory of  Massachusetts-Bay,  desired  to  be  excused  from 
further  attendance.  He  was  accordingly  excused,  and 
Dr.  Taylor  appointed  in  his  place. 

The  Committee  having  collected  and  sorted  the  votes 
for  eighteen  Counsellors  for  the  territory  called  the  Terri- 
tory of  the  Massaclmsetts-Bay,  reported  that  the  House 
had  elected  sixteen,  viz: 

Hon.  James  Bowdoin,  Esq.,  Hon.  Benjamin  Green- 
leaf,  Esq.,  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Hon.  Joseph  iier- 
ruh,  Esq.,  Hon.  Jidediah  Foster,  Esfj.,  Hon.  Michael 
Farley,  Esq.,  Hon.  Joseph  Palmer,  Esq.,  Hon.  Jabez 
Fisher,  Esq.,  Hon.  James  Pitts,  Esq.,  Hon.  (\ileb  Cush- 
vii;,  Esq.,  Hon.  John  ll'inlhrop,  Esq.,  Hon.  John  Adams, 
Es<|.,Hon.  James  Prescott,  E^q.,  Hon.  Thomas  Cushing, 
Ivcp.  Hon.  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Escj.,  and  Hon.  yJzo;-  Ome, 
E-,|. 

Resolved,  That  if  more  than  two  gentlemen  shall  have  a 
majority  of  votes,  those  gentlemen  shall  be  deemed  elect- 
ed who  shall  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes. 

The  Committee  then,  having  received  and  sorted  the 
votes,  reported  that  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  was  elected. 


The  House  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  another 
Counsellor  for  the  Territory  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay ; 
and  the  Committee  having  received  and  sorted  the  votes, 
reported  that  Eldad  Taylor,  Esq.,  was  elected. 

The  same  Committee  having  collected  and  sorted  the 
votes  for  four  Counsellors  for  the  territory  formerly  called 
the  Colony  of  Nctv-Plymouth,  re[)orted  that  the  Hon. 
llHliam  Sever,  Es(|.,  JValter  Spooner,  E-^cp,  James  i>iis, 
Es(j.,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esq.>  were  electetl. 

The  same  Committee  likewise  collected  and  sorted  the 
votes  for  three  Counsellors  for  the  territory  formerly  called 
the  Province  of  Maine,  and  reported  that  ihc  Hon.  Benja- 
min Chadbourn,  hlsq.,  Enoch  Freeman,  Esipjand  Charles 
i'hanncy,  Esq.,  were  elected. 

The  same  Committee  likewise  collected  and  sorted  the 
votes  for  one  Counsellor  for  the  Territory  lying  between 
the  [i'wer  Sagadahock  ami  Nova-Scotia,  ami  reported  that 
Dr.  John  Taylor  was  electefl. 

The  same  Committee  likewise  having  received  and  sorted 
the  votes  for  two  Counsellors  at  large,  reported  that  Mr. 
31oses  Gill  and  Dr.  Samuel  llolten  were  elected. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Gerrish,  Deacon  Fisher,  Major 
Hawley,  Dr.  Holten,  and  Mr.  fl'hceler,  be  a  Committee  to 
provide  some  convenient  place  for  the  Council  to  sit  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk,  Captain  Batchrldcr,  and  Mr. 
Hopkins,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  I^ettcr  whereby  to 
inloriii  the  afore-named  Couiibcllurs  of  their  election. 


The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Mansfield,  reported  verbally,  that 
the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  Petition. 

The  Report  was  accepted  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley,  Colonel  Barret,  Captain 
Die,  Colonel  Grout,  and  Mr.  Bancroft,  be  a  Committee 
to  consider  a  Letter  from  Horatio  Gates,  Escp,  Adjutant- 
General  in  the  American  Army. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved,  Thai  this  last  order  be  re- 
considered, and  that  the  Letter  of  Mr.  Gates  be  referred 
for  consideration  to  the  honourable  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
Letter  to  the  Counsellors  this  day  elected,  sit  forthwith. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-moirow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 


The  Committee  appointed  yesterday  to  prejiare  a  Letter 
to  the  honourable  Counsellors,  reported  a  form  to  be  signed 
by  the  S|)eaker,  which  was  accepted;  and  thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Bragdon,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and 
Mr.  Durfee,  be  a  Committee  to  forward  a  copy  thereof  to 
each  of  the  absent  Counsellors  immediately. 

A  Letter  from  James  Sullivan,  Esq.,  to  the  President 
of  the  late  Congress,  was  communicated  to  the  House,  and 
committed  to  Captain  Goodman,  Colonel  Cushing,  and 
Mr.  Greenleaf. 

A  Petition  of  Messrs.  Jl'illiam  Greenleaf,  Oliver  JVen- 
dall,  and  John  Pitts,*  with  u  Letter  fiom  Mr.  John  Scollay, 
of  Boston,  to  those  gentlemen,  relative  to  the  Poor  and 
other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  o(  Boston,  was  read,  and 
committed  to  Col.  Cushing,  Dr.  Church,  and  Mr.  Pitts. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Otis,  Major  Johnson,  Colonel 
Thompson,  Mr.  Greenleaf,  and  Dr.  Rice,  be  a  Committee 
to  take  into  consideration  the  circumstances  of  the  Soldiers 
raised  by  this  Colony,  with  regard  to  their  month's  Advance 
Pay,  as  well  those  raided  Ibr  the  protection  of  the  sea- 
coasts,  as  others. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Phil'ips,  Captain  Goodman,  Mr. 
Rawson,  Mr.  Jewet,  and  .Mr.  Durfee,  be  a  Committee  to 
consider  a  Petiiion  of  the  Committee  of  a  new  Plantation 
called  Fryburgh ;  as  also  the  Proceedings  of  a  Meeting  of 
the  Town  of  Poicnalborough,  containing  an  account  of  an 
embassy  of  three  persons  from  thence  to  Canada. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  provide  some  convenient 
place  for  the  Council  to  sit  in,  reported,  verbally,  that  a 
large  Chamber  in  the  House  of  .Mr.  Fowle  might  be  pro- 
cured;  but  being  unfinished,  the  Committee  recommended 
that  there  be  a  rough  floor  laid,  and  chairs  provided  for  that 
purpose. 

I'he  report  was  accepted,  and  Captain  Brown,  Captain 
])iv,  and  Major  Fuller,  were  appointed  to  prepare  said 
Chamber  aceordingly. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Joseph  Otis  be,  and  hereby  is 
appiiinted  to  administer  to  the  Ollicers  and  Soldiers  station- 
ed in  the  County  of  Barnstable  and  Naushon  Island,  the 
oath  appoinleil  by  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  in  the  room 
of  the  Hon.  James  Otis,  Esq. 

I!, solved,  Tha  Elisha  Toil/,  Esq..  be,  and  hereby  is 
appoiuied  to  administer  the  same  oath  to  the  Ofiicers  and 
Soldiers  stationed  in  the  County  of  Bristol,  in  the  room  of 
the  Hon.  Jf'altcr  Spooner,  Esq. 

of  Ihc  Colo. 


•  T<i  the  Unwiur,i>,h  Council  and  House  of  Rcprcat 

III/   iif    M  1SSACI11-SF.TTS-BaY,  1)1  NF.W.IJN(iI.ANl)  : 

Tlir  rrlilinii  at'  Wilhiim  Crecnlciif,  uno  of  tlie  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
of  111,-  'fnun  ..f  /(...■./<-,,  Oliecr  Wcdall,  anil  J>ihn  I'iita.  Splpctmen  of 
said  Tuun,  luiinhly  sliowctli :  That  your  frlit, .,■„,,,  m„  th,-  SOth  inst., 
roceivi-d  a  l-ttur  (by  a  trunipnt.'r)  iVoiii  J..';      -       '         I'    :  .  rhairmau 

of  a  Committee  of  Selectmen,  Ovrrseers  ol' e  I.    I'  niittee  for 

r.-ccivine  Donations,  all  of  said  Town  of /i'k.s/-,,.  '..,., ^,   -.  ;  _  ih.- distress- 


i-ho 


are  desii 


oflir 
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air-ction  bound,  shall  < 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  desired  to 
complete  the  turnishing  General  J1  as/iiiigton's  House,  and 
in  particular  to  provide  him  four  or  five  more  Beds. 

On  a  motion  made,  it  was  liesolveJ,  That  the  House 
Ijroceed  to  the  choice  of  a  Chaplain,  agreeable  to  the  Order 
of  the  Day. 

Accordingly  Mr.  Fartrulge,  Mr.  Nije,  and  Mr.  Grccn- 
Icaf,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  collect  and  sort  the 
votes:  wlio  repoited  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  ff'il/iam  Gordon 
was  chosen. 

Whereupon,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Davis  be  desired 
to  inform  Mr.  Gordon  thereof. 

A  Petition  of  Messrs.  Levi  Sheppnrd  and  Ebenczer 
Hunt*  was  read,  and  committed  to  Dr.  Hire,  Colonel  Free- 
man, and  Dr.  Fletcher. 


The  Doorkeeper  was  directed  to  keep  all  persons  from 
tlie  House  for  the  present,  except  the  Members. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Ilaidey,  tlie  Speaker,  and  Colo- 
nel Foster,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  Gene- 
rals Thomas,  JJ'hitcoml/,  and  Frye,  desiring  that  they  would 
continue  in  the  service  of  the  Colony,  and  assuring  them 
that  they  shall  receive  a  suitable  and  adequate  reward  for 
tlieir  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  Receiver-General  be  directed  forth- 
with to  lay  before  this  House  an  account  of  tlie  Moneys  he 
has  put  into  the  iiandsof  the  Muster-INIasters,  for  Advance 
Pay  to  the  Soldiers.  And  that  the  Muster-Masters  be 
directed  in  like  manner  to  lay  before  lliis  House  an  account 
of  the  disposition  of  such  Moneys. 

The  Committee  ajipointed  to  consider  the  circumstances 
of  the  Soldiers,  with  regard  to  their  month's  Advance  Pay, 
reported. 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepai'e  a  Letter  to  Gene- 
rals Thomas,  IVhitcomh,  and  Frye,  reported.  And  the 
galleries  being  cleared  by  order  of  the  House,  the  Letter 
prepared  by  the  Committee  was  read,  and  accepted,  and 
ordered  to  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  a  copy  sent  to  each  of 
the  Generals  above  mentioned. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of 
II  i/liam  Grccnleaf  and  others,  reported.  After  debate 
thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  fmther  consideration  thereof  be  re- 
ferred till  to-niorrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

The  House  tlien  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock.  _ 

.S,ibhath-d;iy,  July  as,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Pitts,  Mr.  Oliver  WcndaJl, 
and  Mr.  WiUinm  Grecnleaf,  be  a  Committee  to  repair 
immediately  to  Salem,  and  confer  with  the  Selectmen  and 
Proprietors  of  the  Hospital  at  that  place,  on  the  subject  of 
providing  for  and  accommodating  the  Poor  and  other  Inha- 
bitants of  the  Town  o(  Boston,  and  to  concert  measures 
for  their  further  reception  and  accommodation. 

A  Petition  of  Mr.  John  Pigeon,  Commissary-Genei-al, 
was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Cheever  and  Captain  Parl:cr 
be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  Mr.  Pigeon  on  the  subject 


*To  l/,c  Honourable  th.  Council  and  Housr  of  Reinesenlnlives  of  the 
Colony  of  the  Massaciiusetts-Bay,  assembled  m  Watertuwx,  this 
V3lhdayof3vLY,  1775: 

Thn  prayer  and  petition  of /.fii  Shrpinml  and  Kbenezer  Hunt,  of 
Northampton,  in  theProvinrc  ,ii.  i  :  ,i,l,  !..  \' n  li  'I  hat  on  the  11th  of 
this  instant  JuJy,  Colonel  ./,(^        /    ,  .    ,    ,       i   :  o|  a  Battalion  sta- 

tioned at  jT/roHi/crui-a,  in  lli.  :    ,    1  ,,    ,    .  made  application 

to  your  relil:unprs  t'nr  a  c.  1 1  m^,  ,|  i  ,■  ,v,  ^-T  M  ,h.  m  s.  agreealde  to  the 
aecouni  ;  w!i;''i  M.  hiin-  liavc- bren  delivirKl.  whicli  js  certified  by 
said  £«.■./   "J  .   Ins  order  given  to  your  Petitioners,  annexed 

totheaccili    !  \ ml  your  Petitioners  further  show,  that  Colo- 

nel Jnmr.s-  /.'r/    ',  HI,  was  einpowiTed  to  provide  such  Pruge 

and  Medicines  as  f;.''.  '  ii-n-lii  n^  -a  rv  for  said  Battalion,  by  a 
Committee  snnt  liy  i:     i     i  i  ■>  ■     inn  ■  in  June  last,  to  Ticon. 

derof^a,  in  order  In  ,  \  '.:,       :    i     i>l  the  Troops,  and   provide 

for  the  same,  who  »-i.  i  m-:  ■  <l  -i  I'l-  I'lu.'e  aforesaid.  Your  Peti- 
tioners therefore  humbly  pray  your  Honours  to  allow  said  account,  and 
grant  us,  your  Petitioners,  an  order  whereby  they  may  avail  themselves 
of  the  sum  aforesaid.  As  in  duty  bound  your  Petitioners  shall  ever 
pray.  Sheppard  i  Hunt. 


Afternoon. 

The  House  adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

Monday,  July  24,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Baker  be  for  the  present 
employed  as  Doorkeeper  to  this  House,  and  that  Mr. 
JIaslings  be  excused,  to  prepare  the  room  engaged  for  the 
honourable  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jlolmrt  repair  innncdialely  to  Cam- 
bridge, to  direct  the  attendance  of  Colonel  Asa  ll'hitcomb 
at  this  House. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  Petition  of  Mr.  ff'itliam  Greenleaf  and  others,  was 
again  read,  and  being  considered,  was  recommitted;  and 
Major  Ilaivley  and  Major  Bliss  were  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

A  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  St  Johns  was  read. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  Rules  and  Orders 
for  the  rcgidation  of  the  House,  reported.  Read  and  ac- 
cepted ;  and  Mr.  Dii,  Major  Fuller,  Captain  Bragdon, 
and  Mr.  DurJ'ee,  were  appointed  Monitors  agreeable  there- 
to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  JVatson,  Mr.  Greenleaf,  Mr.  Rice, 
Colonel  Grout,  and  Colonel  Sawyer,  be  a  Committee  to 
consider  a  request  made  by  i\Ir.  Diiynmcr  Seivall,  that  he 
might  be  released  from  his  Bond  to  the  late  Provincial 
Congress,  as  sinety  to  Edward  Parry,  Es(|. 


The  Petition  from  St  Johns  was  committed  to  Colonel 
Thompson,  Captain  Parker,  and  IMr.   IVoodbridge. 

The  Petition  of  Mr.  John  Pigeon  was  again  taken  up, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Letter  from  General  Ward,  requesting  this  House  to 
provide  suitable  accommodations  for  himself  and  attendants 
at  Roiliury,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  Mitchell, 
Colonel  Dwight,  Mr.  Mills,  Major  Bliss,  and  Mr.  ff'tb- 
ster. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Abraham  JVatson,  Captain  JVhilc, 
Mr.  Mills,  Colonel  Freeman,  Mr.  Dia;  Mr.  Aikins,  and 
Major  Bliss,  be  a  Standing  Committee  to  examine  all 
Accounts  and  Muster-Roils  that  may  be  laid  before  the 
House  during  its  present  session. 

A  Petition  of  Colonel  James  Easton,*  praying  for  an 
order  on  the  Receiver-General  for  twelve  hundred  Pounds, 
or  one  thousand  Pounds,  to  pay  the  Soldieis  under  his  com- 
mand at  Ticonderoga,  their  Advance  Pay,  Sec,  was  read, 
and  comnntted  to  Deacon  Raicson,  Deacon  Plympton,  and 
Captain  Parker. 

*To    the    Ilownir.ibU-    Council    and  House    of  Rcprcsentatnes  of  the 
Massaci.usetts-Bav  : 

MaV  it  please   YOUR  HoNOURS  : 

The  Petition  of  James  Easton,  of  Pittsfield,  in  the  County  of  Berk, 
shiie,  and  Colony  aforesaid,  humbly  sheweth  That  some  time  the 
begmnmg  ot  Vai/  last  your  Petitioner  raised  fifty  men,  in  concert  \Mth 
(  iilon  1  Lih  in  illen  and  others,  and  stormed  and  took  the  Fortress  of 
7  iroudni  ..'It  fcioon  after  taking  that  very  important  place  your  Peti. 
tioni  r,  MinK'  gre  it  contentions  arising  about  the  command  of  that 
etitioii  \\  r  s  ,11  th  it  Ihf  liitlc  nrnn  then  there  was  nol  pioperlj  regu- 
Iitid  yn  n  1  till  III  r  th  n  it  his  (  h  irge,  made  a  jonrnej  from  thence 
to  the  \\  <  I  li  li  ■\iii  il  (  ingress,  then  sitting  at  Watertown, 
to  gnc  int  II  n,..llli  I  I  1  ti.  M  of  the  above  fortress  to  the  United 
Colonies,  Liiil  ilso,  it  pcissil  I  I  I  t  T  I  roil  r  r  nl  ition  at  the  said 
foitress      The   honourabli    1'     v  n         '  i         -ht  proper  not  to 

inteimeddlc  in  this  affair,    is  tli   i  i  g  of  the  fort  had 

Its  oiigm  in  the    Connect,,  ul    (.   n   i    i     \  md   ordered  their 

Pipsident  to  write  to  the  s  nd  A.ss  nil.u  nid  s,  ,il  nii  express  then, 
desiring  them  to  regulate  and  ginison  the  s  init  ,  which  they  did  not 
at  that  tim  incline  to  do,  but  fuinished  me  with  five  hundred  pounds 
of  powder  and  some  cash,  and  nidm  d  in<  is  fist  as  po-isibl,  to  proceed 
forw aid  with  It  to  Tifon'/"       -     n'  '     i  ns,   as  many  men 

at  the  Unitid  Colonics' £\|  I  11,1     On  arriving 

theie,  I  found  matters  in   i  i  "1"  n  I  'eft  th" 

phce     I  w  IS  tinn  In   m  .x|  II  "     f    inpam.s  I 

had  rn-.   I  i  i\  to  in  ii    li       's  hearing 

thatag      I  I,  thePioMi.cidt     .  ttere  at 

Ticond,,  I  11   for  that   place  I  Ind  the 

honour  t  il"  '   ■nini  imI  ot      I  i    li    ■  lived  of 

theator  '  '    1  h  ue  paid  it  out 

tgthe,,,  I  I    id  to  the  soldiers, 

asadvii  ^  '    nuoncr  begs  leave 

to  inform  II  '  I  li  it  forty  Shillings 


Ibm. 


cnti 


inj  ol 


]g  been  there  eversince  the  foit  was  taken,  and 
_      _  -ning  to  prepare  for  the  campaign  ;  and  mo«t 

otthem  citremelj  poor      The  ni-w -raised  Companies  are  much  in  tlu 
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The  Report  of  aCommiitee  of  the  late  Provincial  Con- 
gress, on  Colonel  EasKMS  representation  of  the  state  of 
his  Re>,'lnient  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crou-n  Point,  ivas 
read,  and  committed  to  the  same  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hopkins.  Major  Ely,  and  Mr. 
Davis,  he  a  Conimitleu  to  prepare  an  answer  to  a  Letter 
received  from  the  Committee  of  Curnspondunce  for  llio 
Town  of  Saybrouk. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Stephen  Cross  be  appointed  to 
musterand  pay  the  Advance  Pay  to  the  INon-Cornmission- 
ed  Ollicers  and  Soldiers  of  Colonel  Fkiiuiey's  Rei{inient. 

That  .Mr.  Freeman,  Major  Bliss,  and  Captain  Morton, 
he  a  Committee  to  estimate  a  proper  sum  to  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Cross  for  that  purpose.  Who  reported 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  and  forty  Pounds.     Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Receiver-General  pay  to  Major 
Stephen  Cross  the  sum  of  one  thousand  and  forty  Pounds, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  forty  Shillings  as  advance  pay  to 
each  of  the  Non-Commissioned  Ollicers  and  Soldiers  in 
Colonel  Fhinney's  Regiment,  and  to  tahe  a  receipt  from 
the  said  Cross  therefor. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry  insert  a  clause  in  the  above 
order,  directing  the  Receiver-Genei'al  to  pay  the  sum 
therein  mentioned  to  Mr.  Cross,  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  honourable  Board,  and  to  assign  the  reasons  for 
such  an  order. 

The  Rc|)ort  of  the  Commiilee  on  the  Petition  of  Mr. 
IVilliam  Greenti  af  and  others,  relative  to  the  i'oor  and 
other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  o(  Boston,  was  again  read 
and  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safely  be  served  with 
a  copy  of  it.     It  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  this  House  are  rearly  to  exert  their  best 
endeavours  to  liberate  their  uidia|)py  brethren  of  the  Town 
of  Boston,  if  they  may  be  suffered  to  remove  with  their 
effects,  agreeable  to  the  solemn  treaty  of  General  Gage, 
entered  into  witli  the  Conunittee  of  that  Town. 

That  an  indiscriminate  indidgence  ought  to  be  given  to 
all  the  inhabitants,  without  exception,  who  have  not  been 
inimical  to  America,  to  leave  ttie  Toun,  without  let  or 
molestation,  in  the  manner,  and  to  the  place  hereafter 
mentioned. 

That  considering  the  hazard  of  propagating  the  small- 
pox, the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  o(  Boston  are  to  he  re- 
moved by  water  to  the  port  of  Salem,  w  heie  this  House 
will  proviile  an  hospital,  and  such  other  deserted  houses 
as  shall  be  proper  for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of 
said  inhabitants,  until  they  shall  have  been  so  cleansed  as 
to  remove  all  apprehensions  of  their  communicating  that 
infectious  distemjier.     And  that  on  their  arrival  at  the  port 


-,r  i; 


entertain  an  idea 
that  place,  they 
vance  pay.     And 


name  circumstances  as  to  poverty  ; 

that  they  shall  fare  as  the  Comi' 

liaving  forty  Shillinfrs  liounty,  an 

your  Petitioner  would   hutnbly  ]>: 

them  near  about  equal,  (that  there  ri):iy  Iw  iin  riiniuuiring;,)  l)y  puttinn- 

money  into  the  conuuaiulinfr  officer's  hands,  to  the  amount  of  sixteen 

hundred  Pounds,  including  the  four  hundred  Pounds  already  expended, 

to  pay  out  to  them  as  their  necessities  may  require  for  blankets  and 

other  clothing. 

And  your  Petitioner  begs  leave  further  to  inform  your  Honours,  that 
he  has  already  expended  out  of  his  own  pocket,  for  raisin"-  and  paving 
off  men  in  the  service  of  the  United  CoL.tiico.  eiin-  luitutr.-il  mwl  i-'v^  n- 
ty-one  Pounds,  besides  all  his  own  ,  -  ,,  r  .  ',,■  i.;..  ,i|  ,,!  i,  ,„ 
trivclling  back  and  forth  in  sai.l   s  ,:    i      I, 


of  Salem  they  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen 
and  Committee  of  Safety  of  that  Town,  with  respect  to  the 
places  and  manner  of  landing  and  re))airing  to  the  hospi- 
tal or  houses  provided  for  them. 

That  sloops,  boats,  or  any  other  bottoms,  not  armed, 
which  shall  convey  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  o(  Boston 
to  Salem,  together  with  all  such  persons  as  shall  be  neces- 
sarily employed,  and  shall  be  agreed  to  by  the  Selectmen 
of  said  Town  to  assist  them  in  their  removal,  shall  pass  and 
repass,  free  from  insult,  injury,  or  molestation,  provided 
they  do  not  land,  and  shall  retmn.to  Boston  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  having  landed  the  said  inhabitants  and  their 
eliects,  and  offer  no  insult,  injury,  or  molestation  to  any 
person. 

That  beds,  bedding,  and  necessary  stores  and  medi- 
cines be  sent  out  with  the  |)oor  by  the  Selectmen  and  Over- 
seers, and  the  donation  stores  be  sent  out  by  the  Connnit- 
tee  of  Donations  for  their  sui)|)ort;  and  that  as  soon  as 
such  of  the  Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  as  are 
now  in  the  Town  of  Boston  shall  be  made  actiuainted  with 
the  foregoing  Resolve,  they  are  hereby  directed  imme- 
diately to  improve  the  first  fair  and  suitable  weather  in  re- 
moving the  Poor  of  the  said  Town,  in  the  manner,  and  to 
the  place  above  prescribed. 

In  Council,  July  27,  1775  :   Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  Davis,  Doctor  Taylor,  and  Captain 
Goodman,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  terms  on  which 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Town  of  Sahm  will  con- 
sent that  the  Hospital  there  shall  be  used  for  the  reception 
of  the  Poor  from  Boston,  and  report. 

Mr.  Gerry,  agreeable  to  order,  brought  in  the  following 
Resolve  ;  which  was  accepted  : 

Whereas  the  honourable  Council  of  this  Colony,  lately 
elected  agreeable  to  recommendation  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  have  not  yet  met  to  act  in  their 
respective  department ;  and  it  is  necessary  that  the  Non- 
commissioned OtBcers  and  Privates  of  Colonel  Edmund 
Fhinney's  Regiment  be  foithwith  paid  the  advance  money 
to  which  they  are  entitled  by  l\e<olve  of  the  late  Pro- 
vincial Congress  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Receiver-General  ])ay  to  Major 
Cross  the  sum  of  one  thousand  and  forty  Pounds,  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  forty  Shillings  as  advance  pay  to 
each  of  the  Non-Commissioned  Ollicers  and  Private  Soldiers 
aforesaid.  This  Order  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant  there- 
for. 

Ordered,  That  I\Ir.  Phillips  bring  in  a  Resolve  direct- 
ing Colonel  IVhitcomb  to  muster  and  pay  those  Non-Com- 
missionod  Officers  and  Soldiers  who  have  not  yet  received 
the  advance  pay,  and  receive  money  of  the  Treasurer  for 
that  purpose. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 
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Ordered,  That  a  Commi 
General  Hard  on  the  s.ilj. 
desiring  that  suitable  aeroni 
him  and  his  alteiulants. 

Upon  a  motion  made,  this  vote  was  reconsidered. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  General  Ward's  Let- 
ter was  then  read,  amended,  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  House  choose  a  Connuittee  to  ajiply 
to  General  H ard,  and  know  of  him  whether  it  would  not 
be  as  agreeable  to  make  provision  for  himself,  and  lay  his 
account  before  this  House. 

Colonel  Davis,  Mr.  Partrid-r.um\  Mr.  l!atchelder,wt:!e 
accordingly  apjioinled  a  Commiti'  e  lor  that  pm-pose. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  liron-n  and  Colonel  Davis,  with 
such  as  the  honourable  Heard  shall  join,  be  a  Committee 
to  complete  the  Powder-House  began  to  be  built  by  a 
Commltlie  of  the  late  Pn/\inci:il  Congress;  and  that  said 
Committee  provide  an  Electiical  Point  to  he  fixed  on  said 
house. 

Jn  Coiniiil,  Jiili/  -21,  1775:  Read  and  concurred,  and 
Colonel  Lincdn  is  jonied. 

Mr.  I'hillii',.  uho  was  appointed  to  hrln-  in  a  Resolve 
ei  and  pa_\   those  Aon- 


dueeuu'  Colonel  llhitcomh 
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Comniissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  uho  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived their  advance  pay,  reported. 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tahle. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Phillips,  Captain  Goodman,  IMr. 
Siiigletury,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  I'urlridge,  he  a  Com- 
mittee to  settle  with  Colonel  ff'hitcowb  his  account  of  the 
disposal  of  the  Rloneys  received  from  the  Treasury  for 
payment  of  the  advance  pay  to  the  Non-Commissioned 
Officers  and  Soldiers  raised  by  tliis  Colony. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  terms  on 
which  tlie  Hospital  at  Salem  may  be  used  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  Poor  of  Boston,  reported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Whereas,  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Town  of  .S'((- 
k?n,  at  a  conference  with  a  Conmiiltee  of  this  House,  did 
consent  that  the  Hospital  in  that  Town  should  be  improved 
for  the  reception  of  the  Poor  from  Boston,  and  did  n^prc- 
sent  tliat  Bread,  Fire-wood,  and  a  WvW  will  bo  wanleil  ; 
it  is,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Town 
of  Salem  be  appointed  by  this  Court  as  Overseers  ol'  said 
Poor,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  receive  into  their  own 
hands  all  such  necessary  Stores,  Medicines,  and  Donations, 
as  shall  be  sent  out  with  said  Poor  by  the  Selectmen  of 
Boston,  and  improve  the  same  for  the  support  of  said  Poor  ; 
and  also  to  make  all  such  furthei'  provision,  at  the  cliarge  of 
this  Colony,  as  shall  be  necessary  for  their  support  and 
comfort,  so  Ioiil;  as  they  shall  be  continued  in  said  Hospi- 
tal, and  lay  their  accounts  before  this  Court  for  allowance. 

In  Council,  July  21,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Sawyer,  Colonel  Dwight,  and 
Mr.  Crane,  be  a  Committee  to  consitler  the  Retu.n  of 
Colonel  Sergeant's  Regiment,  and  report. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley,  Mr.  H'hecler,  and  Mr. 
Hopkins,  be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  an  Advertisement 
calling  on  all  persons  who  have  paid  any  Moneys  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Treasurer  Gardner,  to  produce  a  duplicate 
or  an  authenticated  copy  of  his  receipt  therefor  to  the 
Secretary's  Ollice. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on 
General  JVard  be  instructed  to  desire  him  to  provide  liim- 
self  with  proper  accommodations,  and  to  lay  his  accounts 
before  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
Accounts  sit  forthwith. 

A  Protest  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Swanzey,  against  the  election  of  Colonel  Bowers,  was 
again  read,  and  the  Protestors  had  leave  to  withdraw  their 
Protest. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hallct,  Colonel  Bowers,  Mr. 
fVehstcr,  and  Mr.  Brent,  be  added  to  the  Committee  to 
examine  Accounts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scwull,  Mr.  Junes,  Col.  Thompson, 
Mr.  Bancroft,  and  Colonel  Jl'ood/jriilgc,  be  a  Comuiitleo 
to  consider  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Beer-Island, 
relative  to  the  arrival  of  a  Man-of-War  of  twenty  guns, 
and  several  other  Ships,  at  Penobscot ;  and  also  a  Letter 
from  the  Reverend  Air.  Murray,  on  the  same  sidjecl,  and 
report. 

The  Committee  on  the  Letter  from  St.  George's,  re- 
ported. The  Report,  together  with  the  Letter,  was  recom- 
mended to  the  Committee  just  now  appointed  to  consider 
the  Letter  from  Decr-Tsland. 

Ordered,  That  this  Committee  sit  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
Accounts  and  iMuster-Rolls  be  dn-ected  to  consider  twenty- 
eight  days  as  a  month,  and  make  up  such  Rolls  accoid- 
ingly. 

A  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Town 
o(  Salem,  was  reail,  and  after  a  long  debate,  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Colonel  Boston,  re- 
ported. The  Report  was  recommitted,  to  be  drawn  in 
ibrni  of  a  Resolve. 

Resolved,  That  a  new  Pri'cept  be  sent  to  the  Town  of 
Leominster,  for  the  choice  of  a  MendnT  to  represent  that 
Town    in   this    Assemblv,   and    that    Major    Ilaw!(i/,    Mi. 


Phillips,  and  JMajor  Johnson,  be  appointed  a  Committee 
to  prepare  a  Precept  accordingly. 

A  Petition  of  Captain  John  Stevens,  with  a  Roll  of  his 
Company,  was  read,  and  connnitled  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee ajipointed  to  examine  Muster-Roils  and  Accounts. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at 
eight  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Crane,  Col.  Davis,  and  Mr.  I'ose, 
be  a  Committee  to  make  further  search  for  the  Letters  of 
Gov.  Hutchinson,  and  other  enemies  of  the  Country. 

The  following  gentlemen,  being  elected  Counsellors  for 
this  Colony,  personally  accepted  of  the  trust  thereby  re- 
posed in  them,  viz  : 

lion.  Jedediah  Foster,  Esq.,  Hon.  James  Prescott,  Esq., 
Hon.  Joseph  Palmer,  Esq.,  Hon.  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq., 
lion.  JaUz  Fisher,  Esq.,  Hon.  Walter  Spoovcr,  Esfp, 
Hon.  John  Taylor,  Esq.,  Hon.  Samuel  Iloltcn,  Esq. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Baylis,  Major  Ilaieley,  and  Dr. 
Church,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  the  other  gentlemen 
who  were  elected  to  the  Board,  and  are  now  in  this  Town, 
and  know  of  them  if  they  accept  of  their  election. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
Letter  to  the  Counsellors  be  directed  to  prepare  a  particu- 
lar Letter  to  the  honourable  Delegates  at  the  Continental 
Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Thatcher,  Mr.  JV,:l.:on,  and 
Captain  Goodman,  be  a  Conmiiltee  to  take  care  and  (h-.- 
]iose  of  the  Fire-.'\rms  that  were  in  the  custody  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  (,'olonel  Eustox, 
reported.     The  Report  was  accepted. 

Read  and  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  Petillon  be 
so  far  granted,  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury to  Colonel  James  Easton  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
Pounds,  to  be  by  him  applied  for  the  payment  of  the  Non- 
commissioned OlHcers  and  Soldiers  in  his  Regiment  that 
have  not  yet  received  their  forty  ShiHings  advance  pay; 
and  that  there  be  a  further  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
Pounds  paid  out  of  said  Treasury  to  Timothy  Edwards 
and  Samuel  Brown,  Esqrs.,  to  be  laid  out  for  Blankets,  at 
the  price  of  twelve  Shillings  each,  for  the  use  of  said  Regi- 
ment; and  that  such  Non-Commissioned  Ollicers  and  Sol- 
diers as  have  procured  their  own  Blankets,  or  that  will 
procure  them,  shall  be  paid  twelve  Shillings  each  in  money 
by  the  said  Edwards  and  Brown,  when  certified  thereof, 
and  take  their  receipts  for  the  same;  and  liiat  there  be 
paid  out  of  said  Treasury  one  hundred  Pounds  more  to 
said  Edwards  and  Brown,  to  be  used  for  billeting  said 
Regiment,  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  per  mile,  eacli  man, 
reckoning  the  distance  from  the  respective  places  of  abode 
of  each  Soldier  to  Ticonueroga  or  Crown  Point ;  also 
that  there  be  paid  out  of  said  Treasury  two  hundred 
Pounds  more  to  said  Edwards  and  Brown,  to  be  expended 
for  providing  Stockings,  Breeches,  Shirts,  &ic.,  to  supply 
said  Regiment  in  case  of  necessity,  in  manner  as  is  direct- 
ed in  a  Resolve  of  the  late  Congress,  dated  May  9,  1775, 
in  which  the  Commissaries  are  instructed  on  what  terms 
they  are  to  supply  the  Army  ;  the  said  Easton,  Edwards, 
and  Brown,  to  bo  accountable  to  this  Court  for  the  sums 
they  receive  and  lay  out  in  this  allair.  The  whole  sum  to 
be  drawn  out  of  said  Treasury,  amounts,  in  the  whole,  to 
nine  hundred  and  forty  Pounds. 

In  Council,  July  'id,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  from  Deer-hland 
reported  that  an  Adflress  be  sent  to  the  honourable  Board 
on  the  subject  theieof. 

Whereupon,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Ikn-ers,  Captain 
Partridge,  and  Dr.  Baylis,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  an 
Address  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Rawson,  Ca\)ta\n  Pa rtridge ,  and 
Major  Brooks,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  state  of  the 
Armourers,  and   rejjort  what  is  best  to  be  done  thereon. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Counsellors 
in  Town  reported  that  the  Hon.  Joseph  Gerrish  Esq., 
Hon.  iniliam  Sever,  Es,|..  and  Hon.  I\Ioses  Gill,  Escp, 
acccpteil  uf  ilie  tni.it  to  winch  they  were  elected. 
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Tlie  Coiainitteu  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of 
Messrs.  Shippanl  and  llutit,  reported: 

The  Committee  appointed  to  lake  into  coii-ideration  the 
Petition  of  Messrs.  SlicppnrJ  and  Ilunl,  wiiii  tlie  Account 
committed,  having;  examined  the  same,  beg  leave  to  report 
facts  as  they  find  ihcm  relative  thereto,  viz:  That  in  Junt 
last  the  late  Congress  for  this  Colony  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  iiuinire  into  the  state  of  and  organize  a  Battalion 
of  men  then  at  Tkondcroga,  who  were  to  be  sn|i])lied 
with  every  necessary  from  New-York,  as  ordered  by  the 
Continental  Congress.  That  the  said  Provincial  Commit- 
tee gave  no  orders  to  Colonel  Eiislon,  or  the  Surgeon  they 
had  appointed,  to  provide  Medicine  for  said  Battalion,  but 
that  the  committecl  Account  have,  by  said  Colonel  Ens- 
ton's  order,  been  forwarded  to  the  use  of  said  Battalion. 
Your  Committee  also  find  that  the  said  (Committee  appointed 
by  the  late  Congress,  appointed  a  Committee  of  Supjilies 
near  Tkoiultrogn,  lest  the  service  might  suffer  through  any 
deficiency  from  Xtw-York,  which  Committee  of  Supplies 
your  Committee  do  not  find  were  ajiplied  to  for  said  .Medi- 
cine. All  which  facts  are  liund)ly  submitted  to  the  hon- 
ourable House,  that  they  may  take  such  order  lliereuu  as 
to  their  wisdom  may  seem  proper. 

Tii(jM\s  Rick,  per  order. 

The  Report  wa,  ri<-oi,u,ntU  d. 

A  Petition  of  Mi.  <  ■/uirUs  Miller*  Deputy  Commis- 
sary-General, praying  liir  directions  wilii  respert  to  a 
quantity  of  Provisions,  which  may  he  in  danger  of  being 
spoiled  by  heat,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  White, 
oi  Hatfield,  Captain  Thatcher,  and  Deacon  Rawson. 

Ordered,  That  when  any  INIember  of  the  House,  being 
appointed  Chairman  of  a  Committee,  is  excused,  and  an- 
other appointed  in  his  stead,  the  second  gentleman  named 
ill  the  Committee  shall  act  as  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Davis  be  appointed,  in  the  room  of 
Colonel  Freeman,  on  the  Committee  who  were  to  consider 
the  P"tition  of  Messrs.  Shcppard  and  Ilwi(. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Answer  to  a 
Letter  received  fiom  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  ol 
the  Town  of  Suybrook,  reported. 

The  Letter  was  accepted,  and  ordiTed  to  be  copied  and 
sent  forward. 

Ordered,  That  information  be  given  to  the  Committee 
of  Supplies,  that  there  are  Donations  to  the  value  of  fifty 
Pounds  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence of  the  Town  of  Snijhrook,  and  that  the  said 
Committee  of  Sup|ilifs  be  direcied  to  take  proper  care  of 
the  same. 

A  Petition  of  the  Commissioned  Officers  of  Colonel 
Lea<-ned's  Regiment,  praying  for  some  Advance  Pay,  was 
read,  a'  il  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On/trcr/,That  Colonel  Freeman,  Major  FiiUer,  Captain 
Derby,  Colonel  Mitciu'l,  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
to  the  late  Pio"incial  Congress,  relative  to  a  new  emission 
of  Bills  of  Credit,  and  rejiort  to  this  House  what  is  best  to 
be  done  thereon. 

iftenioon  be  assigned 
the  room  of  Colonel 
IJoard. 


jRcsofce*?,  That  four  clock  in 
for  the  choice  of  a  Counsellor. 
Orne,  who  has  declined  going  t( 


Ml'N. 


directions  us  lo  jiisUty  liis  i-.m.ln.  i    m  il,.'  ,l,,|...s:,l  „f  lii:-iii.     As  tlii 

honoiina,!..,  IIo««'  is  ussrml>l.'.l,  llir  I ,,  .hi-- C.nMnil uf  Siipplio 

rccomm.Muls  your  I'.titionor  to  -.^yyU  l-r  ,1m    r,,,.,!,-  in  wli.,1  iii.mn,T  t 
proc-od  vviU.'.urli  IVovisions  as   ,u:v  I.  ■  >.|M,ilr,l,  l.y  l.r..t  ,M-  othorwis' 


til, 
Iir.-:i,l 
And 


fiil.nv.      V, 


Ih, IIS, ,1.1  u,i-ht  of  r,o:if 
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Ci.Ani.Rs  MiLi.LA,  D.imly  C^i.ninssnry.Gnirrnl. 
IMDRIDOE,  Juhj'iJ,  1775. 


ig  with   them  a 
compose  tlieir 


Ordered,  That   tlios..  (i.-nllivmn   of  the  Committee  of 
Supp   cs,  who  aiv  M.iubcrs  ,,f  ihls    n,,uso,  be  directed   lo 

*To  the  Ilomnrahlr  llir  Cnninl  niiil  llniisr  ,if  Ttrprr^rnlalire^  for  ihr. 
^»^,„y„/MAssAt■lrl,Sl■TTs.H^v: 
Tlio  Petition  vfChurh!:  MiUrr.  D,  pnly  Comniissiry-O-ncral  for  tlio 
Forws  of  the  Coh.ny  af..i--n:l.  hnniMv  sh,-w,'ll, :  That  s -vora]  qiuin- 
titi,!R  of  Provisions,  lioth  ,,r  lir-a,l  :,n,l  M.al.  h.ivini;  boen  rninod  hy 
cxtraonlir  iry  liot  vvcalh;  r,  , 


give  their  immediate  attendance,  and 
copy  of  the  Resolves  of  Congress  wl 
Commission. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Address  to  the 
honourable  Board,  relative  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
eastern  parts  of  the  Colony,  reported  ilie  following,  which 
was  accejited : 

To  the    llonourahk    lie    (jn.ncil  of  the    Colony   of  the 
Mass.uihsi:its-Bav: 

May  it  please  yolu  Honours:  The  papers  accompa- 
nying this  request  will  inform  you  of  the  critical  situation 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  parts  of  this  Province.  We 
request  your  Honours  to  take  iliis  matter  under  your  con- 
sideration, and  take  such  orders  thereon  as  the  exigency  of 
their  circumstances  may  require  ;  and  this  House  will  con- 
cur in  those  measures  ulilcli  may  be  judged  necessary  for 
their  defence. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Boivers,  Mr.  fVhteler,  Mr. 
Jcivel,  Mr.  (irecnleaf,  and  Dr.  Baylis,  be  a  Committee 
to  carry  the  above  Address  to  the  honourable  Board,  to- 
gether with  the  Petition  from  Deer-Island ,  the  Petition 
from  St.  George's,  and  the  Letter  from  Mr.  Murray. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  was  moved  for,  and  Colonel 
Bowers,  Captain  Brown,  and  Colonel  Freeman,  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  receive  and  sort  the  votes  for  a 
Counsellor  for  the  Colony  of  Massnchusetts-Bay,  in  the 
room  of  Colonel  Orne;  who  reported  that  the  Honourable 
John  JVhitcomh,  Esq.,  was  chosen.* 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  IMessrs.  Shcppard 
and  Hunt  again  reported,  as  follows: 

Upon  recommitment,  July  id,  177o,  your  Committee 
further  find,  that  the  Medicine  charged  to  the  committed 
account  has  as  yet,  and  doubtless  will  prevent  all  further 
supplies  of  the  like  kind  to  be  made  by  the  Committee  of 
Supplies  for  Ticonderoga ,  appointed  by  this  Colony  ;  and 
that,  although  the  quantity  of  Medicine  charged  in  said 
account  l)e  twice  so  much  as  be  necessary  for  the  use  of 
the  Battalion  till  the  first  of  October  next,  yet  as  they  are 
not,  upon  the  whole,  extravagantly  charged,  and  consider- 
ing the  difficulty  there  may  he  in  procuring  Medicine  for 
the  future,  your  Committee  humbly  give  it  as  their  opin- 
ion, that  this  Colony  pay  the  account  committed,  deduct- 
ing ten  Shillings,  being  miscast,  and  that  the  whole  be 
considered  the  property  of  this  Colony. 

Per  order:  '  '    Thomas  Rice. 

Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury, to  Messrs.  Levi  Shcppard  and  Ebcnezcr  Hunt,  of 
Northampton,  or  to  their  order,  the  sum  of  ninety  Pounds, 
nine  Shillings,  and  seven  Pence,  in  full  discbarge  of  their 
account  for  Medicines  delivered  to  Colonel  James  Easlon, 
for  the  use  of  the  Troops  at  Ticonderoga ;  and  the  Re- 
ceiver-(jcneral  is  hereby  tlirected  to  pay  ilie  same  accord- 

In  Council,  July  -29,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Partridge  bring  in  a  Resolve  em- 
powering the  Committee  of  Supplies  for  the  Troops  at 
Ticonderoga  to  take  a  receipt  of  the  Surgeon  of  said  Troops, 
for  the  Medicines  he  may  receive  of  Messrs.  Shcjtpard  and 
Hunt,  and  to  see  that  they  are  discreetly  made  use  ol". 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Votes  passed  yesterday,  upon 
General  fl'ard's  Letter,  be  reconsidered  ;  and  that  Major 
Hdivky  bans  in  a  Resolve,  expressive  of  the  sense  of  said 
Votes. 

Then  the  Hou-^e  ailjounicd  to  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Ordirtd,  That  Major  llauley.  Major  Bliss,  Major 
Brooks,  Major  ./')/iN,vo;i,  ('olonel  Freeinan,  Co]one\  Cush- 

'1I,.1'SE  OF   liirHf-MNTMlVls.  W(TERTniVN-.  Jub/  25,   177,i. 

HusoinK.nSiR:    I  am  d,r,:, 
tliev  havo  clrct 
Colony  tlio  cnr: 


hv  tllis 
,  MoinhcT  of  tl,,'    !. 

tlic  greatest  iniportanoe  demand  onr  sp n,  - 

will  take  your  scat  at  the  Couneil  Board  as 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  scrv 


The  Hon.  John  Whil,-omh,  Es 

Jnh,  31,  1775  ;   Read  in  Council,  and  the  lion.  John  ll'AiVrami,  Kaq„ 


.Iames  Warren,  .Spcakfr. 

comb, 
P.  Morton,  Secretary  j>ro  tc 
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in^,  and  Mr.  Crane,  be  a  Cnmiuittce  to  examine  the 
Resolves  of  Congress  that  rehite  to  the  Coniniiltee  of 
Supplies,  to  see  what  powers  they  are  vested  with,  and 
repoit  to  the  House. 

A  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection,  and  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of 
Bridgewnter*  relative  to  the  conduct  of  one  Ehcnczcr 
Keith,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  Fieeiium, 
Colonel  JS'onon,  and  Colonel  Thompson. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  Pre- 
cept, to  be  sent  to  the  Town  oi  Leominster,  for  the  choice 
of  a  Memher,  Sic,  reported. 

The  form  was  amended  and  acrepted,  and  recomniitled, 
to  have  the  lorm  of  a  Return  drawn  thereon. 

The  Committee  a|ipo:nted  to  consider  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  to  the  late  Congress,  relative  to  a  new 
emission  of  Rills  of  Credit,  reported  ;  and  four  o'clock  in 
tlie  afternoon  was  assigned  for  the   consideration   of  the 

The  Coniniittee  a[)polnted  to  bring  in  a  Ri^olve  em- 
jiowering  the  Committee  of  Supplies  at  Tirou'leroga  to 
take  care  of  tlie  Medicines  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  tlieie, 
reported.     Read  and  accepted. 

As  it  appeals  to  this  House  that  very  extravagant  quan- 
tities of  Medicines  have  been  piocured  and  sent  to  Ur. 
Jonai  Fay,  Surgeon  in  (_'olonel  Eustons  Regiment  at 
Ticoncleroga,  for  the  use  of  said  Regiment:  Theiefore, 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Broicn,  the  Coin- 
luiltee  of  Supplies  for  this  Colony  to  said  liegiment,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  take  a 
receipt  of  Dr.  Fay  for  tlie  whole  of  the  said  Medicine,  and 
to  endeavour  that  said  Medicine  be  not  embezzled,  hut 
discreetly  used  for  said  Regiment,  and  the  o\'erphis  which 
shall  not  be  thus  necessarily  expended,  be  salely  kept  for 
the  use  of  this  Colony. 

In  Council,  July  29,  177.5:   Read  and  concurred. 

A  Petition  of  the  Cotnniittee  of  Inspection  for  the 
East  Precinct  in  the  Town  of  Fou-nalborovgh,  relative 
to  the  conduct  of  one  Abiel  Wood  of  that  Town,  was 
read  and  conimitted  to  Col.  Sawyer,  Capt.  Morton,  Mr. 
IVood,  Col.  Thompson,  and  Mr.  ll'heeler. 

A  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Fov-nalhorough,  setting  forth  several  matters  of  objec- 
tion against  the  choice  and  person  of  Mr.  Thomas  Rice, 
a  member  of  this  House  from  said  Town,  was  read  and 
committed  to  Col.  Freeman,  Capt.  Gates,  Mr.  Derby, 
Col.  Dwight,  Mr.  Fettingale,  and  Capt.  Morton. 


Ordered,  That  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning,  be  as- 
signed lor  the  choice  of  a  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General 
for  this  Colony,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  honourable  Board 
and  this  House;  and  that  ('ol.  Boivers,  Col.  Sawyer,  and 
Col.  Freeman,  be  a  Conmiittee  to  inform  the  hoiiouiable 
Board  of  this  assignment. 

«  To  the  HonourahU  Sppaler  of  thp  Hou^e  of  Reprc^^ntotnps 

Sir  \t  a  nie<  ting  ot  the  Committee  of  Corrcsj)  mdLnro,  ot  Iiisp  c 
lion    and  S  l-'rtmen  of  tins  1  ran    the  conduct  ot  on    /  /   ;      t  A  ith 


iilhi 


ion  thtrclor  ,  abusing  his  own  son  tor  eulibtin^  in  tlin  \rmj  lor  taking 
lu  o-ith  to  be  true  to  his  Countrj,  and  taking  tlip  Coloii\  •.ecuuti  s, 
lUing  hini  a  R  bel  tlireatinin,r  to  turn  him  out  of  bis  Iku^c  and  dis 
nhrnt  liim  if  he  rem  unfd  in  the  Army,  refusrd  to  gue  the  Commit 
;  s  ji  \  as  urance  of  his  readiness  to  join  his  countrymen,  in  defence 
jt  tl  r  1  Is  and  hb  rties  of  America  said  he  knew  no  Congnss, 
ripithfr  (JiJ  lIioosp  to  gi  e  any  insw    rs   ,    t    itl    t   n  1  n     th      R  solve 


b     ndis. 

of  hHSO 

and  to  b 


11  st     ^ivr  the 

ist   sit  1  until  jour 

loir  House  of  Rp 

s  ntitu  I    A     /  I      1    ch  we  liLrtby 

iniblj  r  ri  J  bt     t  til  I  1   )  1  tl  lb  ur     nt  neejKion      s  u     hnd  it  difhcult 
li  rwi~r  to  put  It  out  of  his  poWLi  to  obstruct  the  measures  that  are 
k  n  for  thi  common  defence 
\Ve   are,  with  great  esteem,  your  nio^t  obedaut  and  veiy  humble 


Per  order 

Bridgewater,  July  24,  1775. 

P.  S.  Please  to  communicate 

Rcptesenlatives,  and  rrturn  an  a 


RiLiiARn  Perki.>s,  Cha 


Ordered,  That  a  !\lessaire  be  sent  to  the  honourable 
Board,  desiring  them  to  send  down  the  Account  of  Messrs. 
Sheppard  and  Hunt,  if  they  have  not  already  passed 
upon  it. 

Colonel  Foster  brought  down  the  saine  accordingly. 

Waller  Spooner,  Escp,  came  down  from  the  honour- 
able Board,  and  informed  this  House,  that  the  Board  had 
agreed  to  the  assignment  of  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, to  join  with  this  House  in  the  choice  of  a  Tieasurer, 
by  ballot. 

Moses  Gill,  Esq.,  brought  from  the  honourable  Board 
a  Petition  o(  Luke  FcrMns,*  of  Stoiighton,  praying  that 
he  may  be  furnished  with  so  much  Powder  as  will  bo 
sufficient  to  prove  the  Arms,  that  he  may,  from  time  to 
time,  make  for  the  use  of  the  Colony. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  was  moved  for,  and  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  for  a  new  emission  of  Bills  of  Credit 
was  accordingly  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  iiighest  Bill  in  such  an  emission  be 
forty  Shillings,  and  the  lowest  one  Shilling. 

That  One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds  be  the  sum  to  bo 
emitted,  and  that  the  Report  be  recommitted  ;  and  the 
Committee  are  instructed  to  report  accordingly. 

A  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  Inliabitants  of  Wallham, 
praying  the  General  Court  to  consider  the  objections 
therein  made  to  the  election  of  Jonas  Die,  Esq.,  as  a 
member  of  this  House  for  said  Town,  was  read  ;  and  the 
Petitioners  had  leave  to  withdraw  their  Petition. 

The  Committee  ajipoinled  to  examine  Accounts  and 
Mu,,ier-Rolls,  reported  on  the  Roll  of  Captain  Wright, 
Captain  Stevens,  and  Captain  Matthews. 

The  Report  uas  recommitted,  and  the  Committee  in- 
structed to  inspect  Colonel  Arnold's  Ccmmis^ioii  and  In- 
structions. 

A  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Bristol, 
in  the  County  o[  Lincoln,  praying  that  this  House  would 
recommend  to  the  Continental  Congress  to  grant  permis- 
sion to  Mr.  William  Savage  to  ship  one  or  more  loads  of 
Provisions  from  such  places  at  the  Southward  and  West- 
ward, for  the  use  of  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  this 
Colony  to  the  Eastward  of  Kmntlurk,  as  may  suit  him, 
was  read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  Rowers.  I\Ir.  Cross, 
and  Mr.  Batchelder. 

Major  Hairlry  reported,  agreeable  to  order,  a  Resolve  on 
General  fl'ard\  Letter, 

The  consideration  whereof  was  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  nppointerl  to  |ire|iai-e  the  form  of  a 
Return  on  the  Precejit  to  be  sent  to  the  Town  o{  Leomin- 
ster, reported. 

The  Return  was  accepted  ;  and  the  Speaker  directed 
to  sign  a  copy  thereof,  and  send  to  said  Town,  and  also 
one  to  each  Town  whose  Members  have  been  elected  to 
the  honourable  Board. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  eight  o'clock. 


Ordered,  That  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  House  be 
fairly  ti-anseribed,  and  posted  up  in  some  convenient  place 
in  this  House. 

The  Petition  of  Luke  Perkins,  of  Stoiighton,  brought 
down  yesterdd)' from  the  honourable  Board,  uas  read,  and 
thereupon : 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petition  be 
granted,  and  tiiat  the  Committee  of  Supplies  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  directed  to  supjjly  the  said  Luke  Perkins  with 
six  pounds  of  I'owder  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  said 
Petition. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Captain  Brown,  Mr.  Dl>,  Col.  Smith, 
Major  Brooks,  Major  Johnson,  Mr.  .Johnson,  of  Lynn,  and 
Colonel  Mcintosh,  be  a  Comniittee  to  procure  immediately 

•  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  anil  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
Colony  of  the  MASSACnrsETTS.BAY,  now  sitting  at  WATERTO^v^J : 

Luke  Perkins,  of  Stoughlon,  who  is  employed  as  a  Manufacturer  of 
.Small.Arms  for  the  said  Colony,  humbly  slitweth,  that  he  cannot 
procur.--  a  sufficient  quantify  of  Powder  in  said  Colony  to  prove  the 
Anns  h.j  may,  from  time  to  time,  mnke  for  the  use  of  said  C'olony  ; 
tijrr.-fore  he  prays  the  honourable  Court  will  furnish  hirn  with  «o 
much  Powder  as  will  bo  sufficient  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  And  aa 
in  duly  bound,  shall  ever  pray.  Luke  Pebki.nb. 

SroMiiiT-s,  Ji,/y  i7,  1775. 
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Uvo  liunrired  narrow  Axes  for  the  use  of  tlie  Army;  and 
when  jjrocnred  to  put  lliem  into  tlie  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Sii|)i)lie?,  to  be  by  tiiem  sent  to  his  Excellency 
General  JVashinirton,  lor  the  use  aforesaid. 

In  Council,  Julij  28,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

OnJcred,  That  Colonel  Orne,  Colonel  Cus/iing,  Mr. 
Grccnhaf,  Captain  Bnlchchkr,  and  I\lr.  I'artriJgc,  be  a 
Committee  to  devise  means  for  the  immediate  payment  to 
those  JVon-('ommissioned  Officeis  and  Soldiers  who  have 
not  received  their  Advance  Pay. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  ( 'ommitic!  of  the 
Town  of  Bristol,*  reported  a  Letter  to  the  hoiioiu'uhle 
Continental  Congress. 

The  Report  was  read  and  accejiled. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  moved  for. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  he  sent  to  the  honourahle 
Board,  informing  them  that  this  House  is  now  ready  to 
pioceed  to  the  choice  of  a  Treasurer  and  Receiver- 
General. 

Ordered,  That  Air.  Burfee,  Colond  Bovcrs,  and  Col. 
Orne,  be  a  Committee  to  receive  and  sort  the  votes  lur  a 
Treasurer  and  Receiver-General. 

Samuel  Jlollcn,  Esq.,  came  down  and  infcjrnieiJ  the 
House,  that  the  Board  is  reatly  to  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  a  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General. 

A  Petition  of  Eli  Stiles,  praying  an  allowance  for  his 
time  and  expense  in  bringing  Prisoners  from  JMcJchias,  was 
read,  and  committed  to  the  Standing  Committee  appointed 
to  examine  Accounts,  k.c. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  receive  and  sort  the  voles 
for  a  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General,  reported,  that  Ilen- 
ry  Gardner,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  rartrids;e,  Mr.  riiiUips,  and 
Doctor  Church,  he  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  for 
the  purjiose  of  obliging  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver-Gen- 
eral to  give  Bond  in  the  usual  manner. 

0)v/c)-cr/,  That  Capt.  Brown,  of  Abington,  Mr.  Crane, 
and  Col.  Lovell,  be  a  Committee  to  )irocure  the  Journals 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  Colon\-,  for  fi\e 
or  six  years  back. 

The  Commiltee  on  the  Return  of  Colonel  Sergeant's 
Regiment  reported. 

Ordered,  Thai  Dr.  Church,  Mr.  Bhillips,  and  Dr.  Bai/- 
lis,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  his  Excellency  General 
fl  ashington,  and  request  the  favour  of  him  to  inform  this 
House  what  hi~  instructions  arc  with  respect  to  gi\'ing  out 
Commissions. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rcprirt  on  the  Return  of  Colonel 
Sergeant's  Itegimenl  lif  till  the  Committee  last  chosen 
report. 

Ordered,  That  Henri/  Gardner,  Esq.,  the  Receiver- 
General,  be  directed  to  attend  this  House  in)niediately. 


a,  to 


SiiiT  111  -  1  ■  ,  ■  .11  ;  slili  niiul,-inor(WnU<-ran(lal,irniirii;tro.,i 
tlic  nH  111,  III  ■  v.iiil  is  i,'rn.-r.il  from  thi>  Rivi  r  of  Kriiar. 
l,icAtoii.       ,,  ■      .1    -1    [Mil   of  this   rioviii.-o.  and  wp  an- iiuid,. 

tini'iilal  li'ii-i'  - 1.  I'l  ii  nu  I'lnviKioii^  ^lir.'ill  !.'■  ^fiit  from  the  .Suiitli- 
ci-n  ('i)l<iiiir.s  III  tins  I'liivinri-,  I'll-  f.-ai'  lit'  MH'h  Mi]i|ili.'s  falling  into  the 
hands  of  tl.L  Ki..i;-.s  I'loui...  or  .Min-uf.War. 

Il  is  our  stiuly  and  dosiro  tlial  cvury  rusolve  of  the  Continpnlal 
Conyi-css  shoukl  1h>  liild  sacred  by  us.  Wc  are  son-ildo  that  it  may 
happen  sonif'.ini's  tint  inriividiials  or  particniar  plafcs  may  I'n  injnn-d 

Continent,  in  pnilurini;  a  n-pi'al  nl'tlir  iimiiv  iiliniiMims  arl-s,  anil  liir- 

trcssml' situation  undi-r  'voiir'Visr  i-i'mMil.Tal.nn.'and  trranl'v.mis'.  Ivi  s-, 
andaUoprr.ouri'alih,irtvtioinlliii  hiHH.uraldrtlii-Ci.nlininl/lCi.nyri  V  . 
to  permit  tiip  l)i-arL-r  of  this.  .Mr.  Willuim  .V«,-i"'.  ti.shipns  onr  ...  i.i.ni 
loads  of  Provisions,  from  siudi  pla.-.'s  l.i  thr  Siinlluvard  and  Wi  -.Mv..;,! 

as  niav  hrel,  suit   him.     And  as  th-  alu.vi.ii il    Mr.  WilUam  .v,,,./-- 

has  I.Ltu  am.ni^r..<t  us,   and  mado  hi.    -.If    li.lly    :,.'.iii,iintr<l   with  our 

information  as'  von'may  ri-niiiri.  from  liim.'  havin.r  no  doulil  that    vou 
v,-ill  oomph-  uilh  this  our  most  oirm  st  d.-sir...        " 
\V,.  ar..,"t.h-n" -m.-i.,  yo^.r  most  olir-,li,mt  s.-rvants. 

■I'no.M.vs  :;-,vrK!.:rT,        Counki.ivs  Ti  rmih. 

'i'llilMAs     .MPSO.N,  ]!inoi.S  Tl  IIM  li. 

Tn.iM.vs    [3ovD,  rinhi.J   !','■  CommUtr, . 
Bbist.m..  Jnhj  li  1773. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on 
General  IVashinglMi,  be  directed  to  request  the  favour  of 
him  to  order  a  Muster-Roil  of  the  Massaduisiits  Forces 
to  be  laid  before  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Church,  Col.  BoU'crs,  ^Ir.  Batch- 
elder,  ;\Iajor  Fuller,  and  Mr.  Bawson,  be  a  Committee  to 
consider  a  Petition  of  INIrs.  Ap2)hia  Jones,  ]ira_\  ing  this 
Court  to  give  directions  for  the  appearance  at  this  Court 
of  her  husband,  confined  a  prisoner  at  Machiai  :  or  other- 
wise afford  him  such  relief  as  this  Court  shall  judge  proper. 

A  Petition  of  several  Armourers,  ]3raying  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Head  Armourer,  for  some  advance  pay,  and 
a  convenient  place  to  work  in,  was  read  and  committed 
to  Colonel  Thompson,  Mr.  Jewel,  and  Mr.  fVhecler. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  iVood,  Dr.  Baylis,  and  Mr.  Good- 
rich, be  a  Committ.-e  to  provide  a  Hospital  in  this  Town, 
for  the  use  of  the  sick  and  wounded  in  the  Army. 

Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  attended  according  to  order,  and 
declared  his  acceptance  of  the  choice  this  day  made  of 
him,  as  Treasurer  and   Receiver-General  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  honourable 
Board,  acquainting  them  that  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  had 
accepted  the  trust  of  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General  of 
this  Colony. 

Eldad  Taylor,  E-q.,  brought  down  the  following  Vote 
of  Council,  viz  : 

"In  Council.  July -JS  1775. 

'•On/erw/,  That  Col.  On"*- and  Dr.  ll'inthroj},  Kuh  such 
as  the  honourable  House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to 
consider  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  relative  to  a  Colony 
Seal. 

"Sent  down  for  concurrence.'" 

Read  and  concurred;  anrl  Major  Hawley.  Dr.  Church, 
and  INIr.  Gushing,  are  joined. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Goe,du-in.  Mr.  Wood,  and  Major 
Ely,  he  a  Committee  to  settle  with  Mr.  Cross  the  expend- 
iture of  the  Money  taken  out  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  advance  pay  to  Col.  Bhinney^s  Regiment. 

A  3Iemorial  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Shcr- 
hiirn,  on  the  Island  of  ]Setntucket,  praying  that  .some  way 
mav  be  pointed  out  lor  opening  the  common  channels  for 
a  supply  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  which,  the  ■Memori- 
alists say,  have  been  interrupted  by  ways  set  forth  in  said 
Petition,  was  read  and  committed  to  Major  Hawley,  Col. 
Freeman,  Col.  Dieii^ht.  Col.  Norton,  Capt.  Goodman. 
Mr.  Cashing.  Mr.  Bawson,  Major  Bliss,  and  .Mr.  Nye. 

Allcrnoon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tlheekr,  Mr.  Maynnrd,  and  Mr. 
Jewel,  be  a  Committee  to  di.-tribute  Mr.  Gordon's  Elec- 
tion Sermons. 

The  Committee  ap|)ointed  to  cxaniine  Muster-Roils 
were  directed  to  order  the  iMoney  due  to  the  Soldiers  to 
be  paid  to  them  respectively,  or  to  their  order. 

The  Secretary  brought  down  from  the  honourable  Board 
the  following  Message,  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council, 
which  he  read  to  the  House,  viz: 

"Council  Chamlipr.  .Inly  ii.-*.  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Beprescntalives  : 

"  We  have  taken  into  consideration  the  critical  situation 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  parts  of  this  Colony,  and 
think  it  expedient  that  some  measures  be  speedily  taken  to 
prevent  the  enemies  ol  (he  Country  from  plundering  the 
said  inhabitants  of  their  cattle  and  sheep,  &,c.,  or  in  any 
wl-e  of  getting  a  supply  there  of  these  or  any  other  arti- 
clrs  ;  wherefore  we  recommend  it  to  you,  to  make  such 
tin  tnhliiion  to  the  fnrces  already  raised  and  stationed  in  the 
C()imi\  <){  Liiicolii  iis  \  (111  shall  judge  needful  for  that  pur- 
pose, and   to  iiKikc  suiialile   provision  for  their  necessary 

^"''''  "^^'  J\Mi;s  Otis,  Ei,d.\d  Taylor, 

\\  ii.t.iAM  SnvF.u,       Bf.nj.\>iin  Lincoln. 

Bl'NJ.  GrEE.NLE.^F,      MlltI.\El.  F.VRLEV, 
\Va1-TErSpOONEB,      JOSEI'H   P.AL.MER, 

Caleb  CtsHi.vG.  Samuel  Holten, 

John  Winthrop,  Jaisez  Fisher, 

Jeiieiuah  Foster,  Moses  Gill. 
James  Puescott, 
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Moses  Gill,  Esquire,  brouglit  flown  the  Petition  from 
the  County  oi'  Bristol,  witli  the  Adiiress  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  on  the  said  Petition,  and  the  following  Vote 
of  Council  thereon,  viz  : 

In  Council,  July  28,  1775:  Read  and  concurred,  as 
taken  into  a  new  Draught. 

The  new  Draught  was  at  the  same  time  brought  down 
by  Mr.  Gill,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  To  the  Honourable  Amebic  an  Continental  Congress  at 
Philadelphia  : 

"  May  it  please  your  Honouks  :  The  distressed  situa- 
tion of  the  eastern  parts  of  this  Colony,  exhibited  in  the 
Petition  (accompanying  this  address)  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Town  of  Bristol,  and  the  impracticability  of  convey- 
ing Provisions  to  them  by  land,  will  excuse  this  Court  lor 
troubling  the  Congress  with  an  address  in  their  behalf. 
The  two  Houses  of  Assembly  humbly  request  your  Hon- 
ours to  take  their  prayer  under  your  wise  consideration,  and 
act  thereon  as  in  your  wisdom  you  shall  think  proper." 

Read,  and  Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Address  be  sent 
to  the  American  Congress. 

In  Council,  July  29,  1775:  Read,  and  Ordered,  That 
the  foregoing  Address  be  signed  by  the  Secretary,  and  for- 
warded to  the  honourable  Continental  Congress. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  fiom  the  Committee  of 
Inspection  for  the  East  Precinct  in  the  Town  oi Poivnalbo- 
rough  re|ioried.     Report  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Colonel  Boivers  till 
next  Tuesday  seven-night. 

Whereas  by  the  Royal  Charter  it  is  provided  that  when 
the  Governour,  Lieutenant  or  Deputy-Governour  of  this 
Province  shall  happen  to  die,  be  displaced,  or  be  absent 
from  the  Province,  tlie  Council,  or  Assistants,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  do 
and  execute  all  and  every  such  acts,  matters  and  things 
which  the  said  Governour  or  Lieutenant  or  Deputy-Go- 
vernour could  lawfully  do  or  exercise ;  and  whereas  the 
late  Governour,  Lieutenant  or  Deputy-Governour  of  the 
Province,  have  absented  themselves,  and  have  refused  to 
govern  the  Province  according  to  said  Charter  : 

It  is,  therefore,  Resolved,  I'hat  until  the  said  Governour, 
Lieutenant-Governour  or  Deputy-Governour,  shall  return     ^°  '''^  Eastern  parts  of  tlie  Colony. 
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Colonel  Omc  was  appointed  in  the  room  of  Colonel 
Dwight  on  the  Petition  from  J\'a7ttiickct. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  devise  means  for  the  imme- 
diate payment  of  advance  wages  to  the  Non-Commissioned 
Officers  and  Soldiers  reported.    Read  and  accepted. 

Whereas  sundry  complaints  have  been  made  by  some  of 
the  Soldiers  raised  by  this  Colony,  that  they  have  not  re- 
ceived the  advance  ))ay  of  forty  Shillings,  agreeable  to  the 
Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
forthwith  to  apply  to  the  Colonels  of  the  several  Regi- 
ments in  the  canij)  at  Cambridge,  Roxbury,  he,  (raised  by 
this  Colony,)  as  aforesaid,  and  obtain  of  them  a  complete 
list  of  the  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  their 
respective  Regiments,  that  have  not  received  the  advance 
pay  of  forty  Shillings,  that  such  methods  may  be  pursued 
as  shall  remove  all  just  ground  of  complaint ;  and  that  Col. 
Cushing  and  Mr.  Webster,  with  such  as  the  honourable 
Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Bii  be  added  to 
the  Commiltee  appointed  to  provide  a  Hospital  for  the  sick 
and  wounded  in  the  Army  ;  and  that  the  Committee  be 
instructed  to  use  their  discretion  in  providing  such  Hospital 
in  Cambridge,  Wutertown,  or  any  neighbouring  Town. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Wood. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Church,  Mr.  Greenleaf,  and  Colo- 
nel Freeman,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join, 
be  a  Committee  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with 
regard  to  appointing  Apothecaries  for  the  Medical  Store  at 
Watertown,  and  to  take  care  of  and  compound  the  Medi- 
cines for  the  use  of  the  Army. 

In  Council,  August,  1,  1775:  Read  and  concurred,  and 
Samuel  Holtcn  and  E.  Taylor,  Esqrs.,  are  joined. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Cushing,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Bavis, 
Colonel  Grout,  and  Dr.  Baylis,  be  a  Committee  to  con- 
sider several  Papers  laid  before  the  House  respecting  one 
Andrew  Hamilton,  a  prisoner  from  Georgetoivn,  and 
re|)ort  what  is  proper  to  be  done. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk,  Mr.  Seiccll,  Colonel  Free- 
man, Captain  Jf'hite,  and  Major  Brooks,  be  a  Committee 
to  consider  a  Message  from  the  honourable  Board  relative 


to  his  or  their  duty,  or  some  Governour  shall  be  appointed 
to  govern  the  Province  according  to  the  Charter  aforesaid, 
this  House  will  consider  the  Constitutional  Council  of  the 
Province,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  as  Governour  of  this 
Province,  and  will  accpiiesce  in  whatever  said  Council,  or 
the  major  pan  of  them,  shall  constitutionally  do  in  said 
ca))acity. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 


Colonel  Mitchell  was  appointed  in  the  room  of  Colonel 
Boivers,  on  the  Petition  of  Mrs.  Apphia  Jones,  and  Mr. 
Bevens  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Ratrson. 


The  Committee  on  tlie  Petition  from  Fryburgh  ic- 
ported.  The  Report  was  not  accepted,  and  the  Petition 
was  dismissed. 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  honourable 
Board,  desiring  the  Buard  to  send  down  the  Petition  from 
Beer-Island,  the  Petition  from  St.  George's,  and  the  Let- 
ter from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Murray,  relative  to  the  distressing 
situation  of  the  Eastern  parts  of  the  Colony. 

Sa7)utel  Ilolten,  Esq.,  brought  them  down  accordingU  . 
Ordered,   That   the    Receiver-General   be  directed   to 
accommodate  those   persons  who  have  draughts  upon  him 
with  Colony  Notes  ofsuch  value  as  may  be  convenient  to 
them  ;  that   the  Conniiittee  to  countersign  said   INotes  be 
,     .  ,    .  ,   .  .  ,    .         ,    ,        directed   to   attend   their  duty  ;    and  that    Mr.    Gerry   be 

obstmate,  darmg  manner    acted   m  open    violation  of  the     directed  to  draw  a  Resolve  for  that  purpose.* 
recommendation  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Con-  „    ,       ,    m,       t^     ^,,       ,    .-,  ,       ,   ^  ,  ^, 

gresses,  as  well  as  in  direct  opposition   to  the  rights  and         .  ^^^'^''f '  T'''^'   Dr.  CA«;t/,,  Colonel  Orne    and  Cap- 
liberties  of  this  Country  ;  more  especially  by   abusing  a     ^"""'^""''f'!!''',  ^^^  Committee  to  consider  the  Account 
■'      -        .  _    t    ..      J      J    .  o         o\  Richard  Berby,  Esii. 


Saturday,  July  29,  1775. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence,  he,  of  the  Town  o( Bridgetvater,  report- 
ed.    Read  and  accepted. 

Whereas  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the 
Town  oi  Bridgewatcr  have  represented  to  this  House  a 
certain  Ebenezer  Keith,  of  that  Town,  as  having  in  a  most 


soldier  for  no  other  reason  than  his  enlisting  in  the  service 
of  his  Country,  taking  an  oath  to  be  true  to  the  same,  and 
receiving  the  Colony  securities;  for  which  said  Committee 
Therefore, 


have  confined  him  the  said  Keith 


Ordered,  That  Captain  .Tohn  Derby's  Account  be  coni- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  last  mentioned. 
Mr.  William  Barley's  Account  being  read,  Ordered, Thai 


Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  of  Coirespondence     said  Account  be  allowed;  and  that  Jonas  Bix,  Esq.,  be  di 


be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  continue  said  Keith  in 
their  custody,  and  to  confine  or  secure  him  in  such  manner 
as  they  shall  think  safe,  and  till  the  further  order  of  this 
Court. 

In  Council,  July  29,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Mr.  Raivson  was  appointed  in  the  room  of  Captain 
Partridge,  on  the  Commiltee  for  bringing  in  a  Resolve 
respecting  the  Receiver-General's  giving  Bond. 

The  Resolve  on  the  Petition  and  Account  of  Messrs. 
Sheppard  and  Hunt,  was  sent  up  to  the  honourable  Board. 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  mi. 


reeled  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

•  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Juli/  29,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  tlic  Coimnittee  appointed  by  a  lite  Congress  of  thiB 
Culony  to  countersign  the  Notes  of  the  Receiver-General,  be  directed 
to  attend  that  service,  and  to  furnish  him  with  such  a  number  of  blanks 
as  lie  shall  judge  necessary  to  complete  the  emission  ofsuch  a  grant  of 
One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds. 

Then  Voted,  As  the  demands  on  this  C^olony  shall  require,  before 
other  provision  can  be  made,  also  that  the  said  Receiver-General  be  di- 
rected, as  far  as  circumstances  will  permit,  to  accommodate  the  persons 
who  shall  receive  said  Notes,  with  such  as  shall  beat  suit  their  coi.ve. 
iiiency,  and  be  agreeable  to  the  Resolves  of  said  Congress. 

In'Council.  Jnhj  29.  1775:   R-ad  and  concurred. 
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A  Petition  from  the  Town  of  Gloucester,  read :  Ordered, 
That  the  Petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  Petition. 

H'alter  Spooner,  E^i].,  hrouj,'ht  down  a  Resolve  of  this 
House,  appointing  a  Committee  to  be  joined  with  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  honourable  Board,  to  apply  to  the  Colonels 
of  the  several  Regiments  in  the  camp  at  Ciimbridge  and 
Rothury,  for  acomi)lete  li^t  of  such  men  in  their  Regiments 
as  have  not  received  their  advance  pay,  with  their  doings 
thereon,  viz  : 

'•  In  Council,  Read  and  concurred,  as  taken  into  a  new 
Draught,  and  Colonel  Lincoln  is  joined.'' 

The  new  Draught  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"Whereas  sundry  complaints  have  been  made  by  some  of 
tlie  Soldiers  raised  by  this  Colony,  that  they  have  not  re- 
ceived the  advance  pay  of  forty  Shillings,  agreeable  to  the 
Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress: 

"  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
forthwith  to  apply  to  the  Colonels  of  the  several  Regiments 
raised  by  this  Colony,  and  to  the  Musler-Masters  and 
Paymasters  in  the  Camps  at  Cambridge,  Rotbury,  &,c., 
and  obtain  of  them  a  complete  list  of  the  Non-Commis- 
sioned  OlTicers  and  Soldiers  in  their  respective  Regiments, 
distinguishing  those  that  have  been  mustered  and  paid 
from  those  that  have  not,  that  such  methods  may  be  pursued 
as  shall  remove  all  just  ground  of  complaint." 

Read,  and  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Cushing  and  Mr. 
Webster,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be 
a  Committee  for  the  purposes  above-mentioned. 

Ill  Council.Jiily  29, 1115:  Read  and  concurred,  and  Col. 
Lincoln  is  joined. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  from  Machias  reported 
that  the  same  lie  on  the  table  until  an  application  be  made 
from  the  Committee  of  Machias. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  attend  this 
House,  to  inform  them  wdiether  the  Council,  in  the  capaci- 
ty of  Governour,  have  consented  to  the  election  of  Henry 
Gardner,  Esq.,  to  be  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General  for 
this  Colony,  the  current  year. 

The  Secretary  accordingly  came  down,  and  informed  the 
House,  that  the  honourable  Board,  in  their  capacity  as 
aforesaid,  have  not  as  yet  informed  him  in  this  matter. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  respecting  the  emission  of  Bills  of 
Credit,  reported. 

The  Report  was  rrrommiited,  and  the  Commiltee 
instiucted  to  insert  in  their  Report  that  eight  Committees 
he  appointed,  instead  of  four,  to  sign  said  Bills. 

Aflornoon. 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Mitchell  have  leave  to  withdraw 
from  the  files  of  the  late  Congress  the  Account  he  ex- 
hibited of  procuring  Spears,  and  of  laying  it  before  this 
House. 

Resolved,  That  the  instructions  given  the  Committee 
who  were  appointed  to  examine  Muster-Rolls,  to  direct 
that  the  Soldiers  shall  receive  the  Money  due  to  them, 
be  recousidere<l  ;  and  that  said  Committee  direct  that  the 
Captains  shall  receive  the  Soldiers'  Wages,  and  give 
security  for  paying  the  same  to  the  Soldiers. 

The  House  accepted  of  Capt.  IVillinm  Racon  and 
liieut.  John  Hiib/iard,a^  Sureties  for  Capt.  John  Stevens  ; 
also,  C;ipt.  Samuel  Kcllock,  as  Surely  for  Ca()I.  Samuel 
ll'riishf.  and  Col.  Easton  and  Capt.  fl'right,  as  Sure- 
ties tor  Capt.  Matthews. 

Jji>avi'  of  absence  was  granted  to  Colonel  Grout. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  attend,  to  inform  the 
House  if  the  honourable  C'ouncil,  in  capacity  of  Govern- 
our, had  consented  to  the  election  of  Henry  Gardner, 
Esq.,  as  Receiver-Geneial. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  a  Message  from 
the  honourable  Board  reported.      Read  and  acce[)ted. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Church,  Mr.  fVoodbridge ,  and  Mr. 
Sewall,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  sliall  join,  be 
a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  General  IVash- 
ington,  and  inform  him  of  the  distressed  situation  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Eastern  parts  of  this  Colony,  and  know 
of  him  if  he  can,  consistent  with  his  instructions  and  the 
general  service,  order  a  detachment  tlieie,  to  prevent  the 


enemy  from  ravaging  the  country,  and  plundering  the 
inhabitants  of  their  cattle,  sheep,  wood,  kc,  to  supply 
themselves. 

In  Council,  July  -29,  I"".!  :  Read  and  concurred,  and 
James  Otis  and  iVillium  Sever,  Esqrs.,  are  joined. 

The  Committee  attended  the  service,  and  reported,  ver- 
bally, that  his  Excellency  General  Ji'ashington  gave  them 
for  answer,  that  it  was  the  expectation  of  the  Congress  that 
each  Colony  should  defend  their  own  sea-coast  at  their 
own  pro|)er  expense. 

\  ^Memorial  of  the  Comn)ittee  of  Supplies,  relative  to 
an  insidt  offered  them  by  Col.  Ephralm  Uooliltle,  and  a 
Letter  from  said  Doo/j^//c,  accompanying  it,  was  read,  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Dcvens,  Mr.  Cross,  Capt.  Parker,  Mr. 
Hit,  and    Mr.  Greenleaf. 

The  Report  of  the  Commiltee,  relative  to  a  new  emis- 
sion of  Bills  of  Credit,  was  again  read,  and  accepted,  and 
sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Col.  Foster  came  down  from  the  honourable  Board,  to 
inquire  if  the  House  had  any  matter  to  send  up  to  the 
Board  this  afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  go  uj)  to  the  honourable 
Board,  informing  them  that  nothing  would  go  up  from  the 
House  this  evening. 

The  Committee  on  the  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of 
Supplies  reported.  The  Report  was  recommitted  to  Mr. 
Davis,  to  be  reduced  to  the  form  of  a  Resolve. 

The  Commitlee  on  the  Petition  from  Pownalborough, 
praying  that  Mr.  7?/ce  may  be  discharged  from  this  House, 
reported.  The  Report  was  read,  and  Tuesday  next,  at 
nine  o'clock,  A.  AL,  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  it. 

Mr.  Davis,  agreeable  to  order,  reported  the  following 
Resolve,  directing  the  attendance  of  Col.  Doolittle  at  this 
House,  on  Tuesday  next,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  I\I. : 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Doolittle  attend  this  House,  on 
Tuesday,  the  first  day  o(  August  next,  at  four  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  to  answer  for  his  conduct  in  sending  a  con- 
temptuous Letter  to  the  Conmiittee  of  Supplies. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 

Sal>l>atli.(l;iy,  July  30,  177S. 

The  Speaker  having  received  a  Letter  last  evening  from 
General  H'ashington,*  relative  to  a  number  of  the  Inha- 
bitants of  Roston  coming  over  to  Chelsea,  as  many  Mem- 
bers as  could  be  summoned,  (viz.  about  fifty,)  niet  at  the 
Meeting  House,  at  eight  o'clock,  and  the  Letter  from  Gen. 
IVashington  being  read  and  considered. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Major  Hawlcy,  Mr.  Cashing,  and  Col. 
Orne,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  to  repair  to  Chelsea,  to  take  some 
measures  for  providing  for  such  inhabitants,  and  guarding 
against  the  small-pox  :  who  repotted  the  following  Re- 
solve, which  was  accepted,  viz  : 

Upon  advice  received  last  evening  from  General  IVash- 
ington, that  the  inhabitants  of  Roston  are  unexpectedly 
coming  out  fiom  that  Town  to  Chelsea,  by  way  of  H'in- 
nisimit  Ferry  :  and  as  this  House  aie  appiehensive  that 
the  people  of  the  country  may  be  exposed  to  take  the 
small-pox;  the  said  inhabitants  of  Roston  being  suffered 
indiscriminately  to  resort  into  the  country,  and  to  sucli 
parts  as  they  may  choose:  and  probably  some  of  the  said 
inhabitants  may  be  in  such  weak  and  infirm  circumstances 
as  to  stand  in  need  of  iiinnediaie  relief: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Freeman,  Col.  Ornc,  Mr. 
Cashing,  and  Major  Smith,  with  such  as  the  honourable 
lioard  shall  join,  be  a  Commiltee  immediately  to  repair 
to  Chelsea,  to  inspect  the  state  and  characters  of  such 
inhabitants  of  Roston  as  have,  or  may  arrive  there  from 

♦  CAMnRiDGE,  J«/v  23,  1775. 
Sir:      I   li;'VO  lliis  inst.int  roc.^ivod  a  letter  from  Chelsea,  of  which 
(1  is  an  oxlract.     As  the  inhabitants  arc  coming  out  in  a 
anncr  than  proposed  by  your  Assembly  to  the  Selectmen 
Town  of  lioston,  I  have  not  delayed  a  moment's  time  in  giving 
earliest  information  of  it ;  and  request  that  you  may  take  the 
into  consideration,  and  determine  what  is  proper  to  be  done  on 
nsion.     If  you  think  it  prudent  to  receive  them  in  this  manner : 
Whether  it  may  not  be  proper  to  appoint  some  person  to  attend 
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thence;  and  tliat  the  said  Comtniitee  he  empowered  and 
ordered  to  do  and  direct  every  thing  that  they  shall  find 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  Country,  and 
the  immediate  relief  of  any  helpless  and  indigent  persons 
belonging  to  said  Boston,  who  may  arrive  at  the  said 
(Chelsea  ;  and  that  the  said  Committee,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
acquaint  this  Court  of  their  proceedings  in  the  premises. 

In  Council,  Jii/y  30,  17".j:  Read  and  concurred,  and 
Jcdediah  Foster,  Joseph  I'almcr,  and  Moses  Gill,  Esqrs., 
are  joined. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
eight  o'clock. 

Monday,  July  31,   1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  lay  upon 
tlie  table  the  Resolve  of  this  House  directing  the  Com- 
mittee who  were  appointed  to  countersign  the  Notes  for 
borrowing  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds, 
emitted  by  the  late  Congress,  to  provide  a  number  more 
for  the  Treasurer,  that  he  may  complete  the  borrowing  said 
sum. 

Ordered,  That  a  Jlessage  go  to  the  honourable  Board, 
to  inquire  if  the  Board  had  concurred  with  the  Itesolve  of 
this  House  relative  to  a  new  emission  of  Bills  of  Credit. 

Walter  Spooner,  Esq.,  came  down  from  the  Board,  and 
informed  that  the  Board  had  not  concurred  with  the  Re- 
solve for  a  new  emission  of  Bills  of  Credit,  but  had  it  now 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Spooner,  at  the  same  time,  brought  down  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  who  were  appointed  to  repair  to 
Chelsea,  to  take  care  of  the  Iniiabitants  who  might  come 
out  of  Boston,  viz  : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  re- 
pair to  Chelsea,  to  inspect  the  state  and  character  of  such 
inhabitants  of  Boston  as  have  or  may  arrive  there  from 
thence,  and  to  do  and  direct  every  thing  that  they  should 
find  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  Country  and 
the  immediate  relief  of  any  helpless  and  indigent  persons, 
l)elonging  to  Boston,  who  might  arrive  at  said  Chelsea,  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  they  proceeded  immediately  upon  the 
business  to  which  they  were  appointed,  and  on  their  way 
to  and  at  Chelsea  found  sundry  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bos- 
ton, who  had  been  allowed  to  remove,  and  by  them  were 
informed  that  the  small-pox  had  not  lately  prevailed  in 
tliat  Town,  and  that  General  Gage  had  directed  that  the 
Almshouse  Poor  should  be  sent  to  Saletn ;  but  finding  that 
no  inhabitants  were  permitted  to  come  out  on  the  day  that 
they  were  there,  and  that  from  General  Gage's  past  failure 
in  the  performance  of  his  solemn  agreements  with  that 
Town,  it  was  very  uncertain  whether  others  might  come 
out,  agreeable  to  the  just  expectations  of  the  people,  they 
empowered  and  directed  the  Selectmen  and  Committee  of 
Correspondence  of  the  Town  of  Chelsea,  or  tiie  major 
part  of  them,*  to  make  strict  inquiry  into  the  state  and  cir- 
cumstances of  all  persons  who  should  arrive  there  from  Bos- 
ton, and  take  care  of,  and  provide  for  the  indigent,  and 
guard  and  secure  the  country  against  the  small-pox,  as 
in  the  commission  to  them  (a  copy  whereof  is  herewith 
exhibited)  will  appear.  All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 
Jedediah  Fostek,  per  order. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hatuley,  Dr.  Church,  and  Mr. 
Wheeler,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be 
a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill   for  vacating  the  Commis- 

*  To  the  Seleclmen  and  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the  Town  of 
Chelsea  ; 
It  having  been  represented  to  the  Great  and  General  Court,  now- 
held  at  Watertown,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston  are 
allowed  to  come  out  of  that  Town  to  Chelsea,  by  way  of  Winnisimit 
Ferry,  the  said  Court,  from  an  apprehension  that  many  of  said  inha. 
bilants  are  poor,  and  unable  to  remove  themselves  and  the  effects  tliey 
may  have  with  them  to  such  places  as  they  may  be  disposed  to  repair 
to,  and  that  others  may  be  in  weak  and  infirm  circumstances,  and  stand 
m  need  of  immediate  relief;  and  also  that  some  may,  through  care- 
lessness or  otherwise,  be  tlie  means  of  spreading  the  small-pox  in  the 
country:  appointed  us  a  Committee  to  repair  to  your  Town  and  in. 
sjeet  the  state  and  characters  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  who  should 
move  out  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  provide  against  any  difficulties  aris. 
ing  therefrom.  We,  the  said  Committee,  have  attended  accordingly,  and 
tind,  upon  full  inquiry,  that  there  is  not  so  much  danger  of  the  small- 
pox as  was  first  apprehended;  and  finding  that  the  movement  of  those 
people  is  so  slow,  that  we,  tlie  said  (Committee,  cannot,  consistent  with 
our  other  duty,  expected  from  us  by  the  General  Court,  attend  in  per. 
son  to  the  landing  of  the  said  inhabitants,  not  knowing  what  length  of 
time  General  Giige  may  take  in  any  degree  to  perform  his  engagements 


sions  of  all  such  civil  officers  as  have  been  appointed  by 
the  Governour,  with  the  advice  of  Council. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  for  the 
purpose  of  obliging  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General  to 
give  Bond,  reported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  who  is  or  shall  be  chosen  by 
this  Court  into  the  oflice  of  Treasurer  and  Receiver-Gene- 
ral for  this  Colony  for  the  present  year,  shall  be  esteemed 
duly  qualified  to  enter  upon  the  execution  of  that  oflice, 
until  he  shall  first  have  an  oath  duly  administered  to  him 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  trust  of  his  said  office, 
and  shall  give  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  accept- 
ance of  a  Committee  to  be  appointed  by  this  Court  to  judge 
in  their  behalf,  both  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  security  and 
of  such  bonds,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  Pounds, 
lawful  money,  to  the  three  oldest  Counsellors  of  this  Colo- 
ny for  the  time  being ;  who  are  hereby  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee in  behalf  of  the  Colony,  and  especially  authorized 
to  take  said  bond  to  themselves  to  the  use  of  the  Colony; 
which  bond  shall  be  conditioned  for  such  Treasurer's  duly 
and  faithfully  discharging  the  duty  of  his  ofiice,  according 
to  law,  and  for  rendering  an  account  uhen  and  so  often  as 
he  shall  be  reijuired  by  the  General  Court,  of  all  or  any 
such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  securities,  and  other  estate  of 
this  Colony,  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  or  be 
possessed  of,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Colony,  and  for  his  well 
and  truly  Jiaying  and  delivering  to  his  successor  in  said 
office,  or  to  any  other  person  that  may  be  appointed  by  the 
General  Court  to  receive  the  same,  all  such  sum  or  sums 
of  money,  securities,  or  other  estate  of  this  Colony,  as 
upon  such  settlement  of  his  accounts  as  shall  otherwise  be 
found  due  and  [)ayable  from  him  to  the  Colony,  or  for  which 
he  shall  be  found  accountable.  And  it  is  further  ordered, 
that  in  case  such  bond  shall  not  he  put  in  suit  within  three 
years  from  the  date  thereof,  it  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect : 
and  that  Captain  Dicks  and  Major  Fuller,  with  such  as  the 
honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  judge  of 
the  sufficiency  of  the  bond  to  be  taken  as  aforesaid,  and  of 
such  as  may  oOer  to  become  sureties  for  the  Treasurer  as 
aforesaid. 

In  Council,  July  31,  177.3:  Read  and  concurred,  and 
Mr.  Gill  is  joined. 

Resolved,  That  eleven  o'clock,  to-morrow  forenoon,  be 
assigned  for  the  choice  of  some  gentleman  in  the  room  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Pitts,  who  has  declined  an  acceptance  of 
his  election  to  the  Board. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Jl'hite,  Mr.  Wheeler,  and  Mr. 
Jewet,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  for  the  ptir- 
pose  of  confirming  and  making  valid  the  Proceedings  of  the 
General  Court  yesterday,  relative  to  such  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Boston  as  come  over  fl  innisitnit  Ferry  to  Chelsea, 
the  adjournment  from  Saturday  to  Monday  notwithstand- 
ing. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Brown  procure  two  tables  and 
some  benches,  lobe  placed  in  the  chambers  of  the  porches 
for  the  use  of  the  Committees  of  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Church,  Mr.  Currier,  and  Colonel 
Davis,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  propriety  of  furnish- 
ing the  Town  o(  Neivbiiryport  with  a  quantity  of  Shot  for 
the  Cannon  placed  in  a  Battery  erected  in  said  Town. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Woodbridge,  Dr.  Baylis,  and  Major 
Cross,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  how  the  Warrants  for 
the  Surgeons  shall  be  issued. 

to  the  inhabitants  of  that  Town,  we  therefore  empower  you,  or  the 
major  part  of  you,  and  you  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed,  to 
cause  a  strict  imiuiry  of  all  persons  that  shall  laud  in  your  Town  from 
Boston,  and  if  you  suspect  they  or  their  effects  are  infected  with  the 
small-pox,  that  you  see  tliat  they  be  cleansed  ;  and  all  such  indigent 
persons  as  shall  arrive  from  thence,  and  be  rerommeuded  by  the  Com. 
mittee  of  Donations  to  be  objects  of  the  charity  of  the  people,  that  you 
cause  them  and  their  effects  to  be  removed  to  such  Towns  as  have  not 
their  proportion  of  such  persons,  agreeable  to  the  vote  of  the  late  Con- 
gress; and  all  such  persons  as  are  so  infirm  that  they  cannot  be 
removed,  that  you  provide  for  them  at  the  publick  expense,  until  they 
can  be  removed,  or  until  otherwise  directed  by  the  tJcneral  Court ;  and 
if  you  find  it  needful,  that  vou  impress  carriages,  teams,  attendants. 
■     -       ■  for  the  effec         ■         ■  -  .  .  . 


nd  all  othe 
most  prudi 
ses,  and  tim 


fectuating  the  purpose  aforesaid 
■ou  lay  an  account  of  your 


irrymg 


this  order  into  execution,  before  the  G( 


U  Court,  that  whatsoever  is  just  may  be  done  to  you,  and  all  sucl 
lall  act  under  you  and  by  your  order. 

Jedediah  Foster,    Jonathan  Smith,     Jos.  Palmer, 
AzoR  Orne,  Moses  Gill,  Nathan  Cusiiiw 

Jubi  31.  177J.  Samuel  Freema 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  brine;  in  a  Report,  for  llie 
purpose  of  confirming  and  making  valid  the  Proceedings  of 
the  General  Court  yesterday,  relative  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
Boston  coining  over  to  C/ulsea,  the  adjournment  from 
.Saturday  to  Monday  notwithstanding,  reported  by  way  of 
Resolve: 

Whereas  the  General  Court  was  adjourned  on  StitiirJay, 
the  aOth  of  this  instant,  to  Monday,  the  ;31st;  but  upon 
intelligence  received  from  General  IVashinglon,  of  the  re- 
moval of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  to  Chelsea, 
and  fearing  that  the  small- pox  might  be  dispersed  through 
the  country  by  their  means,  it  was  judged  advisable  that 
the  Court  should  be  assembled  sooner  tiian  the  time  to 
which  it  stood  adjourned;  which  was  accordingly  done.  But 
as  some  doubts  might  arise  touching  the  legality  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  convened  before  the  time  lo 
which  they  stood  adjourned,  therefore  Resolved,  That  the 
transactions  of  the  aforesaid  meeting,  in  consequence  of  the 
afore-mentioned  intelligence,  be  considered  to  all  intents 
and   purposes  as  good  and  valid. 

In  Council,  July  31,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

A  Petition  from  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  ff'altham,  against  Mr.  Dix  having  a  seat  in  the  House, 
was  read,  and  Wednesday  next,  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  it. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petitioners  be  notified  of  this  assign- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Selectmen  and  Town-Clerk  of 
IValtham  be  served  witii  a  copy  of  said  Petition,  and  the 
order  taken  thereon. 

Jabez  Fisher,  Esq.,  brought  down  from  the  Board  a 
Letter  from  his  Excellency  General  Ifashington,  purport- 
ing that  it  is  not  for  the  general  interest  of  the  Colonies 
that  there  sliould  be  a  detachment  irom  the  Army  sent 
to  the  Eastward. 

A  Letter  from  the  Commitiec  of  Ncwburyporl,  relative 
to  ihe  escape  o{  Bridget  Phillips,  and  inquiring  what  shall 
be  done  with  her  ellccts,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Col. 
Thompson,  Mr.  Jewel,  and  Mr.  Fessenden. 

Mr.  Chauncy  brought  down  from  the  honourable  Board 
the  Resolve  of  this  House  for  a  new  emission  of  Bills  of 
Credit,  with  the  following  order  of  Council  thereon,  viz: 

"7rt  Counnl,July-M,  1775:  Read,  and  Ordered, 1:\ya\. 
Mr.  Otis,  Mr.  Greenleaf,  and  Mr.  Spooncr,  with  such  as 
the  honourable  House  shall  join,  be  a  Conunitiee  to  take 
the  subject-matter  of  this  Resolve  under  consideration  and 
report." 

Read  and  non-concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Johnson,  Colonel  Orne,  and  Mr. 
Cashing,  be  a  Committee  to  report  a  new  Resolve  for 
furnishing  the  Receiver-General  with  a  number  of  blanks 
to  complete  the  emission  of  One  Hundred  Thousand 
Pounds,  and  to  leave  a  blank  for  the  Conmiittee. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  honourable 
Board  for  the  Petition  from  Deer-Island,  and  the  Papers 
accompanying  it. 

Colonel  Foster  came  down,  and  informed  the  House 
that  the  Papers  relative  to  Dter-Island  were  not  before 
the  Board. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Haivley,  Major  Fuller,  and  Mr. 
dreenlcaf,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  for  the 
pmpose  of  reconsidering  a  Resolve  of  this  Court,  direct- 
ing the  Receiver-General  to  give  Bond  for  one  hundred 
thou'^and  Pounds,  and  to  direct  that  he  should  give  Bond 
for  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  Pounds,  with  two  suflicient 
smeties  in  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  Pounds  each. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Supplies,  desiring  leave 
to  withdraw  a  Letter  of  (yolonel  Dooliltlc's,  and  their  corn- 
plaint  against  him,  was  read  ;  and  the  request  thereof 
granted. 

A  Letter  from  General  Lcc  to  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies, requesting  them  to  supply  Colonel  Nixon's  Regiment 
with  seventy-three  Fire-Arms  and  Bayonets,  was  laid 
before  the  House,  and  Mr.  IVhccler  was  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  Resolve  directing  the  Committee  of  Supplies  to 
furnish  the  said  Regiment  with  so  many  Fire-.\rnis  and 
Bayonets  accoidingly. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  how  the  Warrants 
for  the  Surgeons  should  be  issued,  reported.  Read  and 
accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Warrants  be  given  out  by  the  hon- 
ourable the  Council,  as  exercising  the  powers  devolving 
on  them  by  Charter,  in  the  absence  of  Governour  and 
Lieuienant-Governour. 

In  Council,  August  1,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 

Tuesday,  .\nguEt  1,  177o. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  the  honourable  Board, 
relative  to  the  distressed  situation  of  the  Eastern  parts  of 
the  Colony,  be  recommitted,  and  that  Mr.  Greenleaf,  Colo- 
nel Thompson,  and  Dr.  Baylis,  be  added  to  the  Commit- 
tee, in  room  of  Colonel  Freeman,  Major  Brooks,  and 
Captain  White. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Charles  Miller, 
Deputy  Commissary-General,  reported.  Read  and  accept- 
ed. 

Resolved,  That  all  such  Provisions  as  are  damaged, 
after  being  legally  condemned,  shall,  by  the  Commissary,  be 
sold  at  publick  auction,  after  having  given  suitable  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  of  the  sale  of  the  articles  to  be  disposed 
of;  and  the  proceeds  tiiereof  shall  be  by  him  paid  to  the 
Receiver-General  of  the  Colony ,  and  take  his  receipt  there- 
for ;  and  that  the  Petitioner  be  served  with  a  co[)y  of 
this  Resolve  by  the  Secretary. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Bliss,  Colonel  Davis,  Deacon 
Rau'son,  Major  Ely,  and  Captain  Thatcher,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  the  victualling  the  Army, 
and  to  examine  into  any  supposed  deficiencies. 

The  Committee  api)ointed  to  consider  General  Lee's 
liCtter  to  the  Committee  of  Supplies,  reported.  Read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Ordered,  T\v,a  Captain  Ellis,  Mr.  ^//cn,and  Mr.  Cross, 
be  a  Committee  to  procure  the  Fire-Arms  recjuested  by 
General  Lee  for  Colonel  Aiion's  Regiment,  and  to  engage 
that  payn\ent  shall  be  made  for  them  in  forty  days. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  care  of 
the  Fire-Arms  that  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  be  directed  to  see  that  they  are  put  into  repair  im- 
mediately. 

Michael  Farley,  E'^q.,  brought  down  the  Petition  of  Mr. 
Charles  Miller,  with  the  following  order  thereon,  viz: 

"//I  Council,  August  1,  1775:  Read  and  concurred,  as 
taken  into  a  new  Draught." 

The  new  Draught  was  at  the  same  time  brought  down 
by  Colonel  Farley.  Read  and  acce|)ted,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz : 

"  On  the  Petiiion  of  Charles  Miller,  Deputy  Commissary- 
General  for  the  Forces  of  the  Colony  aforesaid,  represent- 
ing that  there  is  a  quantity  of  Provisions,  both  of  Bread  and 
Meat,  damaged  by  the  weather,  so  as  to  be  unfit  for  the 
Army,  and  praying  directions  in  that  behalf: 

"  Resolved,  That  all  damaged  Provisions,  after  they  are 
condemned  as  unfit  for  use,  by  a  Committee  regularly  ap- 
pointed, shall,  by  the  Commissary,  be  sold  at  publick 
auction,  after  he  shall  have  given  suitable  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  the  sale  thereof;  and  the  proceeds  of 
such  sale  shall  be  by  said  Commissary  paid  to  the  Receiver- 
(iencral  of  this  Colony,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same; 
and  that  the  Petitioner  be  served  with  a  copy  of  this  Re- 
solve by  the  Secretary." 

TheCommiltee  appoinied  to  bring  in  a  Resolve,  direct- 
ing the  Receiver-General  to  give  Bond  for  fifty  thousand 
Pounds,  with  two  sufficient  sureties  of  twenty-five  thousand 
Pounds  each,  reported.      Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  by  this  Court 
to  prepare  the  form  of  a  Bond  to  be  executed  by  Henry 
Gardner,  Est].,  whom  this  Comt  has  elected  to  the  office 
of  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General  of  this  Colony,  be 
directed  to  accept  of  the  said  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  a 
Bond  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  office,  wherein  he, 
with  two  sufhcient  sureties,  shall  be  jointly  and  severally 
bound  in  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  Pounds,  in  case  the  saitl 
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Gardner  sliall  desire  it;  and  that  on  his  conforming  to  tiiis 
Resolve  the  said  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  shall  be  taken  in 
that  respect  qualified  for  that  oHice,  any  thing  contained 
in  any  former  Resolve  of  this  Court  to  the  contrary  here- 
unto notwithstanding. 

In  Council,  August  1,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  honourable 
Board  for  the  Resolve  of  this  House,  relative  to  a  new 
emission  of  Bills  of  Credit. 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  same  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  Resolve  be  recommitted,  and  that 
Mr.  Cu.'i/iing  be  on  the  Committee  in  the  room  of  Colonel 
Freeman. 

Order  of  the  Day  moved  for. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  Petition  against 
Mr.  Rice  be  further  referred  to  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Order  of  the  Day  moved  for. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  fVheeler,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr. 
Cushing,  be  a  Committee  to  sort  and  count  the  votes  for 
a  Counsellor  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Pills.  Who  reported 
that  Captain  Benjamin  ff'hile  was  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hawki/,  Colonel  Omc,  Mr. 
dishing.  Dr.  Church,  and  Mr.  Devcns,  be  a  Committee 
to  wait  upon  Captain  IVhile  to  the  honourable  Board. 

Sundry  Accounts  against  General  IVashington,  for  ex- 
pense of  horse  hire  and  wagon  hire,  were  laid  before  this 
House,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts, 
viz:  George  Pyncheon,  Joshua  Lnring,John  fVorlhinglon, 
Timothy  Bliss,  and  Andreiv  Collons. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Batchelder,  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr. 
Fabyun,  and  Mr.  Harding,  be  added  to  the  Committee 
on  Accounts;  and  that  any  five  of  said  Committee  be  a 
quorum. 

Resolved,  That  the  Coats  to  be  made  for  the  Soldiers  be 
made  agreeable  to  a  form  exhibited  by  Mr.  Billings. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  Resolve 
for  a  new  emission  of  Bills  of  Credit  reported. 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  propiieiy  of 
furnishing  the  Town  oi  Newburyport  with  a  quantity  of 
Shot,  reported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Town  of  Newburyport  having  been 
at  a  great  expense  to  procure  Powder  and  Cannon  for  their 
defence,  that  orders  be  given  to  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies to  furnish  them  with  the  following  articles,  on  account 
of  this  Colony,  viz:  sixty  rounds  of  two-inch  shot;  sixty 
rounds  of  two-and-a-half-inch  shot;  sixty  rounds  of  three- 
inch  shot;  thirty  rounds  for  one  thirty-two  pounder;  thirty 
rounds  for  one  twenty-four  pounder;  forty  canisters  grape 
shot. 

In  Council,  August  1,  1775:    Read  and  concurred. 


Ordered,  That  Colonel  Mitchell,  Mr.  Goodrich,  and 
Major  Bliss,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall 
join,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  with  Mr.  John  Brown 
on  the  situation  of  our  friends  in  Boston. 

In  Council,  August  1 ,  1775  :  Read  and  concurred,  and 
Moses  Gill  and  Jedediah  Foster,  Esqrs.,  are  joined. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  procure 
Fire-Arms  be  instructed  to  procure  as  many  as  they  can, 
not  exceeding  forty  each  ;  and  to  procure  them  without 
Bayonets,  if  they  cannot  be  procured  with. 

TheCommittee  on  Accounts  repoitcd  a  Resolve  for  the 
payment  of  Timothy  Bliss's  and  other  Accounts. 

The  Report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Accounts  exhibited  by  Timothy 
Bliss,  Andrew  Colton,  George  Pyncheon,  John  JVorlhing- 
ton,  and  Joshua  Loring,  for  horse  and  carriage  hire,  for  his 
Excellency  General  Washington,  on  his  way  from  Spring- 
field to  Leicester,  Worcester,  &ic.,  amounting  to  four 
"Pounds,  thirteen  Shillings,  and  two  Pence,  lawful  money, 
are  well  vouched  and  right  cast;  and  that  the  same  be 
paid  according  to  their  respective  orders  to  Capt.  George 
Pyncheon. 

In  Council,  August  I,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Accounts  of 
Mr.  John  Derby,*  and  Mr.  Richard  Derby,  Jun.,-|-  re- 
ported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony  to  Mr.  John  Derby,  or  iiis  order,  the 
sum  of  fifty-seven  Pounds  and  eight  Pence  sterling,  agree- 
able to  his  Account. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  Richard  Derby,  Jun., 
Esq.,  or  to  his  order,  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  of  this 
Colony,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  Pounds,  four 
Shillings,  and  four  Pence  half-penny,  in  full  of  his  Account. 

la  Council,  August  1,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

A  Memorial  of  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold,  with  his  Ac- 
count against  the  Colony  accompanying  it,  was  read,  and 
committed  to  Dr.  Church,  Capt.  Parker,  Mr.  Rice,  Mr. 
Watson,  and  Mr.  Devens. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  direct- 
ing the  Receiver-General  to  accommodate  with  Small 
Notes  such  persons  as  may  have  orders  on  him  repoited. 

Ordered,  That  Mi:  Hopkins,  Mr.  Phillips,  and  Deacon 
Raivson,  be  a  Committee  to  countersign  the  Notes  of  the 
Receiver-General,  and  they  are  directed  forthwith  to  attend 
that  service  ;  and  to  furnish  him  with  such  a  number  of 
Blanks  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  to  complete  the  emis- 
sion of  such  a  part  of  One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds,  voted 
by  the  late  Congress,  as  the  demands  on  this  (Jolony  shall 
require,  before  other  provision  can  be  made.      Also,  that 

_    ^*  The  Col.mij  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  to  Jons  Ukruv,  Dr. 

Ajiril  -M,  To  smiclry  Stores  for  my  Passage  ia  Sclir.    Quero 

to  England X5     0  0 

May —,  'Vutx\Kiisesa.tthc  Isle  of  Wight  a.iid  Soiit/unnpton...   3     5  0 
To     ditto      and  Post.Chaise  Hire  from  Houthiimpton 

to  London,  80  miles,  at  'Jd.  per  mile 4  15  0 

To  iny  expenses  in  ioHfiuK , 7    17  0 

To  Post-Chaise  Hire  from  London  to  Falmouth,  294 
miles,  at  9d.  per  mile,  except  the  two  first  Stages 

from  London,  which  is  Is.  6(/.  per  mile 11      8  0 

'Tu  my  fxpenses  from  London  to  Falmouth 2     5  0 

Paid  the  Searcher  and  Waiters  at /'a/mo«M 1     0  0 

To  Sea  Coil  for  firing 1     4  0 

To  Light-Money,  Pierage,  Cle^iranf,    .,t  CihU,-,  &c.  3   Vi  0 

To  3  barrels  Bread,  Itts.,  an,!  C, in, ^>      2   17  8 

ToSGlhs.  Beef,  at  3d.;   I'J  11,..  C.H.l,-.  ,.i  '1/    1      3  0 

To  Small  Beer,  Greens,  &c.,  i.t  tl„-  p. .,.!,■ 1    15  0 

To  Boat  Hire  to  fill  our  Water  at  Falmouth 0     4  0 

To  my  private  expanses  at  i''u//nou?A 2     0  0 

To  sundry  necessary  Stores  for  my  passage  home  to 

Netr. England 8    15  0 

To  'iiy  time  in  executing  the  voyage  from   hence  to 

London  and  back 

Sterling  X57~"0~J 
Kirors  except -d.  :^^.z.==^^=i 

Sai.em,  July  25,  1775.  Jou.n  Ukrdv. 


iTh 
For  tl, 


(7  2. 


July 


1775, 
July  I 


Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay  to  Richard  1>erby,  Jr..  Dr. 
llir.'.,  Victualling,   Port  Charges,  Portledge  Bill,  &c.,  for  the 
juer   Quero,   voyage   from  Salem,   in  New-England,  to  Great 
in,  and  back  to  Salem  aforesaid,  in  the  service  of  this  Colony, 
Depositions  relative  to  Battle  of  Lexington,  viz  : 

5,  To  3  barrels  Bread,  weighing  2  cwt.  3  qrs.,  at  £1 

5.S.  4(/.  per  barrel £3     9     I: 

To  1  bushel  Beans,  6s.;  IJ  bushel  Peas,  at  4s.  per 

busliel 0   12     0 

To  1  barrel  Flour,  18s. ;  25  pounds  Candles,  at  9d. 

per  pound 1    16     9 

To  Charges  of  Clearing  at  the  several  Otfic.'s 3     0     0 

To  20  tons  Ballast,  at  2s.  8d.  per  ton;   175  feet 

Plank,  at  8<Z.  per  foot 3     7     4 

To  2  cords  Wood,  at  13s.  4(/.  per  cord  ;  Paid  Smith, 

Tullle -.md  Palfrey,  for  hihour,l5s 2     1      t 

9,  To  the  auiount  of  Men's  Wages,  as  per  Portledge 

Bill 56  17   Hi 

To  Hire  of  the  Vessel  from  Hath  April  to  19th  July 
following,  2  months  24  days,  for  62  tons,  at  6s. 

per  ton  per  month 52     1      0 

To  Premium  of  Insurance  on  £300,  out  and  home, 

6  per  cent 18     0     0 

To  Entry  at  the  Custom.House  :  Collector's,  15s. 
Gd. ;  IJo.  Naval  Office,  6«.  Od. ;  Do.  Comptroller's 
Offic-,  ts.  «(/.;  Do.  Impo.^t  OBice,  5s.  sterling,  ie  2     2     4 
i;f43     9     2i 
Contra. 
9,  By  3  barrels  Beef,  at  40s.  per  barrel ; 
'2  barrels  Pork,  at  54s.  per  barrel ; 

2  barrels  Bread,  weighing  1  cwt. 

3  qrs.  26  lbs.,  at  25s.  Id.  per  bar- 
rel, (returned  in  the  Schooner) £13  18     2 

17.  By  Cash  received  of  W.  Gray,  £10 

sterlingis 13     6     8 

^''     *    ""' 

Errors  excepted.  XI 16     4     ij 

F.»,  25th  July,  1775.  R.  Derby,  Jut. 
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the  said  Receiver-General  be  directed,  as  far  as  circum- 
stances will  permit,  to  accommodate  the  persons  who  shall 
receive  said  iNotes  wiiii  such  as  shall  best  suit  their  conve- 
niency,  in  any  sum  not  le^s  than  forty  Shillings;  the  order 
of  this  Court  of  the  2ytli  July  last,  directing  a  Committee 
appointed  by  a  late  Compress  to  perform  this  business,  and 
the  order  of  Coni^ress  directing  the  Treasurer  to  issue  none 
for  a  less  sum  than  for  four  Pounds,  notwithstantling. 

In  Council,  August  1,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Phillips,  and  Dea- 
con liawson,  be  a  Committee  to  countersign  the  Colony 
IVotes  emitted  by  Congress  for  Ix^rrowing  One  Hundred 
Thousand  Pounds,  in  the  room  of  the  Coiiimitiee  appointed 
by  said  Congress  for  that  purpo>e. 

The  Resolve  for  a  new  emission  of  Colony  Bills  being 
amended,  was  read  and  accepted. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.Tuse,  Major  i-W/er,  and  Mr.ff'nhon, 
be  a  Committee  to  procure  suitable  Paper  for  printing  the 
Hills  upon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  fVoodbridge  be  on  the  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  situation  of  the  Eastern  parts  of 
the  Colony,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Freeman. 

Ordered,  That  the  new  emission  of  Bills  of  Credit  be 
printed  on  types. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  moved  for. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  against 
Thomas  Rice,  Esq.,  was  considered  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  Petition. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Brown  be  directed  to  procure 
a  Pine  Desk  for  the  use  of  the  Clerk. 

Colonel  Cushimr  was  ap[)ointed  on  the  Committee  to 
confer  with  Mr.  Brown,  relative  to  the  situation  of  the  In- 
habitants of  Boston,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Goodrich. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 

\V,.,lncsday,  Ai.gusi  2,  1775. 

Benjamin  iVhitc,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  who  were  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Brown 
on  the  situation  of  the  Inhabitants  o(  Boston,  viz: 

"In  (-ouncil,  .\iignNt  2,  177,5. 

"  The  Coimniitee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Brown,  of  Boston,  upon  the  situation  of  our  friends  in 
Boston,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  conferred  with 
the  said  Mr.  Brown  upon  that  subject,  antl  are  informed 
by  him  of  the  following  facts,  viz : 

"That  Mr.  lirnwn  is  of  opinion  that  General  (laa;e  woidd 
be  willing  that  all  the  inhabitants  should  leave  the  Town, 
without  exception,  who  are  disposed  to  go,  if  ./ones  and 
Hicks  were  suffered  to  go  in  ;  that  the  inhabitants  are 
greatly  distressed,  being  in  constant  fear  of  the  prevailing 
sickness  and  want  of  sustenance  ;  that  Hicks,  the  printer, 
told  him  (said  Brown)  that  be  had  procured  thirteen  of 
the  principal  people  to  be  stop|)ed  on  accoimt  of./o«f5and 
bis  brothers  being  detained,  and  that  he  i)romised  said 
Hicks  that  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  with  the  General 
Assembly  that  said  Jones  and  Hicks  should  be  released 
upon  condition  that  said  thirleen  might  be  suffered  to  leave 
the  Town  ;  the  names  of  some  of  the  gentlemen  mention- 
ed are,  John  Gill,  Thomas  Botjhton,  Samuel  fVhitivell, 
iSnmuel  Partridge,  and  all  the  Selectmen  in  Town  ;  the 
others  he  cannot  remember:  that  he  (Mr.  Brown)  has  the 
best  information  that  General  Gage  has  consented  that  the 
Alms-Housc  Poor  should  be  removed  to  Marblehcad,  but, 
contrary  to  his  past  engagement,  refuseth  to  permit  any 
clothing,  medicines  or  provision  (saving  only  for  six  days) 
to  be  sent  wiih  them  ;  that  the  inhabitants  and  soldiers  die 
very  fast,  and  Doctor  Elliot  says  he  apprehends  that  there 
are  as  many  deaths  among  the  inhabitants  now  as  he  had 
known  at  any  time  when  the  Town  was  fullest  of  inhabi- 
tants.     All  which  is  humbly  submiited. 

"  Jr.oKDrAii  FosTKH,  per  order.'' 
Ordered,  That   Colonel  Orne  and  Mr.  Hale  be  on  the 
Connnittee  appointed  lo  cojisider  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
with    regard   to  appuinting   Apothecaries   for  the   .Medical 


Store  in  Jl'atertowrt ,  Sec,  in  the  room  of  Colonel  Freeman 
and  .Mr.  Greenleaf. 

A  Letter  from  the  Hon.  James  Boivdoin,  Esq.,  dated 
Middleborough,  July  26th,  1775,  declaring  an  acceptance 
of  his  election  to  the  honourable  Board,  was  read. 

A  Petition  from  Benjamin  Ames,*  a  Captain  in  Colonel 
Frye's  Regiment,  praying  for  the  advance  wages  to  his 
men,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Phillips  a  sullicient  sum  of  Money  to  pay  oti' 
Captain  Benjamin  Ames's  Company;  and  that  Mr.  Phil- 
lips be  directed  to  muster  said  Company,  if  not  already 
mustered,  and  pay  them  forty  Shillings  as  advance  pay: 
and  that  Mr.  Hopkins  be  directed  to  bring  in  a  Resolve 
for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  .Mr.  Batchehler  prepare  a  Letter  to  Col. 
IVhitcomb,  Muster- -Master,  recjuesting  him  to  lay  his  Ac- 
counts as  soon  as  ma)  be  before  this  House. 

A  Petition  of  Samuel  Allyne  Otis,  praying  this  Court 
lo  direct  that  a  Horse  and  Chaise,  in  the  hands  of  Doctor 
Fastis,  may  be  restored  to  him,  as  the  rightful  owner 
thereof,  was  read,  and  committed  lo  Colonel  Cashing,  Dr. 
Church,  and  Colonel  Davis. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  agreeable  to  order,  brought  in  a  Resolve 
empowering  Mr.  Samuel  Phillips  to  muster  Captain  Ben- 
jamin Ames's  Company;  which  was  read,  and  accepted, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Phillips  be  directed  to 
muster  the  Company  of  Captain  Benjamin  Ames,  in  Col. 
Frye's  Regiment,  (if  not  already  mustered,)  and  that  he 
be  also  empowered  to  draw  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  of 
this  Colony  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  Pounds, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  sum  of  forty  Shillings  as  ad- 
vance wages  to  each  of  the  non-commissioned  Officers  and 
private  Soldiers  belonging  to  the  above  Company,  if  they 
iiave  not  been  paid.  And  the  Receiver-General  is  hereby 
directed  to  pay  the  same  to  Mr.  Phillips  accordingly,  he 
to  be  accoimtable  to  this  Court. 

In  Council,  Auv^ust  3,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 


The  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Eastern  Country,  re- 
ported. 

The  Report  was  considered  and  recommitted. 

Major  Hetwley,  by  leave  of  the  House  (the  Galleries 
being  first  cleared,)  brought  in  the  following  Resolve  for 
procuring  Powder,  which  was  accepted,  (the  Cominittee 
being  first  appointed  for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned.) 
viz : 

Whereas  General  Washington  has  represented  to  the 
Speaker  of  this  House,  that  the  British  Troops  have  this 
week  made  some  new  and  advanced  works,  both  on  Bos- 
ton-Ncck  and  at  Charlestown,  and  that  their  intention  in 
the  said  works  seems  to  be  thereby  gradually  to  advance  so 
near  to  the  lines  of  t.he  Continental  Army,  as  that  they  may 
advantageously  annoy  the  said  lines,  both  wiih  bombs  and 
cannon  shot;  and  that  he,  the  said  General,  is  of  opinion,  that 
the  Army  under  his  command  ought  to  be  so  amply  sup- 
plied with  Powder,  as  that  they  may  be  able  by  the  im- 
provement of  their  Artillery,  not  only  to  obstruct,  but 
effectually  to  demolish  the  said  works  of  the  enemy:  And 
as  the  said  General  is  very  desirous  of  such  full  supplies 
of  Powder  that  at  all  events  the  said  Army  should  not 
feel   any  scarcity  of  Gunpowder,   he  therefore  desires  that 

«  To  the  Honourable  Ihe  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Colony  of  the  Massaciii'setts-Bai-.  in  deneral  Court  assembled : 
Your  pititioner,  ,i  Captain  in  Colonel  James  Fn/e's  Regiment,  begs 
lc:ive  to  rc]ati\  that  tlic  Company  wliu-h  li.'  hns  ih,-  honour  lo  com. 
nianil,  consisting  of  fifly-Bo.vcn  non-r..  ini,-  -,  ,  ,1  ..■Vn-'^rs  and  soldijrs, 
came  into  camp  111  Camirirf^e  on  III'    1  '        :  That  since  thai 

time  said  Company  has  regularly  .1 ,        i    tiKiugh  they  have 

hcoii  in  tlir  sirvic-  ol"  thi-i  Colony  .i!.,.u  U.r  c  iu..!itlis,  not  one  man 
has  roc.'iv,-.i  ,,iiy  |Mrl  "f  th.-  toriy  Slullings  which  .1.  late  Congress  pro. 
miii'il  sliiiiiliUi  ■  .mIv.iiic.  il  ic.  Ih.  Ml ;  that  these  soldiers,  with  many  of 
their  fiiiiilirs,  havr  ^uir ml  ihrui-iiUies  which  arc  not  small  by  reason 
nf  tliis  d  -lay  ;  Iheir  neccssjtu's  liuve  been  growing  daily  more  urgent, 
till  at  length  I  am  able  to  withstand  their  importunity  no  longer.  I 
am,  therefore,  constr.iincd  most  earnestly  to  entreat  of  this  honourable 
Court  that  relief  lo  which  he  humbly  presumes  he  has  some  claim  in 
justic,-.     ,\iid  your  p.-litioner,  as  in  duly  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

,  ,  o   1  — '  Benjamin  Ames. 

Camp  in  L  vmuriuue,  .liisust  -!,  li  u. 


301 


MASSACHUSETTS  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  AUGUST,  n 


30  2 


such  draughts  may  be  made  from  such  Town  stocks  of 
Gunpowder,  in  this  Province,  and  dehvered  to  the  use  of 
t'je  said  Army,  as  tiiat  all  reasonable  ajipreiiensions  of  tiie 
want  of  Gunpowder  may  he  fully  removed  from  the  minds 
of  the  most  timid  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ciane,  Mr.  Howard,  Captain 
Goodman,  Colonel  Cushins;,  Mr.  Sin'ft,  Captain  Sleanis, 
Colonel  CiUts,  Mr.  H'hcchr,  and  Mr.  Jewel,  be  a  Com- 
mittee foithwith  to  consider  what  Towns  in  this  Colony 
it  is  expedient  for  this  Coiut  to  send  to,  for  part  of  their 
Town  stocks  of  Powder,  in  order  to  procure  such  fidl  sup- 
plies of  Powder  for  the  said  Army,  as  the  said  General 
conceives  proper. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  moved  for. 

The  Petition  against  Mr.  Dii  was  read,  and  the  Peti- 
tioners, with  a  number  of  evidences,  were  admitted  on  the 
floor,  who  were  examined,  and  the  consideration  of  the 
matter  referred  to  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Benjamin  Cliudhourn,  Esquire,  brought  down  from  the 
honourable  Board  the  following  order  of  Council,  viz: 

''jf;i  Council,  August  2,  1775:  Ordered,  That  Mr. 
IVinthrop,  Mr.  Foster,  and  Mr.  If'/iite,  with  such  as  the 
honourable  House  shall  join,  be  a  Connnittee  to  confer 
with  Lewis,  a  Chief  of  the  Caughnaivaga  Tribe  of  Indians 
(who  is  now  in  Town,  being  conducted  here  by  Colonel 
Bayley  of  Cohoss,)  in  order  to  gain  from  him  all  the  in- 
telligence they  can,  respecting  the  temper  and  designs  of 
tlie  Canadians  and  Indians  towards  these  Colonies,  or  any 
other  matters  that  it  may  be  of  importance  to  us  to  know." 

Read  and  concurred,  and  Mr.  Howard,  Mr.  Balchel- 
der.  Dr.  Church,  and  Colonel  Ornc,  are  joined  to  the 
Committee  of  the  honourable  Board. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  Col. 
JVhitcomb,  re[)orted.  The  Letter  prepared  was  accepted, 
and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  forwarded. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 

Thursday,  August  3,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rice,  Colonel  Lovcll,  and  Colonel 
Spaulding,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  lieport  of  a 
Committee  of  both  Houses,  who  conferred  with  Mi-. 
Broivn,  and  report  what  is  best  to  be  done. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
countersign  the  Colony  Notes,  sign  with  black  ink. 

Mr.  Chauncy  brought  down  the  Report  of  the  Connnit- 
tee of  both  Houses,  who  were  appointed  to  confer  with 
Lewis,  a  Chief  of  the    Caughnawaga  Tribe  of  Indians, 

^"'Z  :  In  Council,  August  3,  1775. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Leivis,  a  Chief 
of  the  Caughnaivaga  Tribe  of  Indians,  who  is  now  in 
Town,  (being  conducted  here  b)  Colonel  Bayley  of  Co- 
hoss,) concerning  the  temper  and  designs  of  the  Canadians 
and  Indians  towards  these  Colonies,  have  attended  to  that 
service,  and  beg  leave  to  lay  before  this  honourable  Court 
the  several  rjuesiions  proposed  by  the  Committee  to  the 
said  Lewis,  and  the  answers  made  by  him  ;  which  were  as 
follows,  viz  : 

(-Question.  How  many  are  there  in  the  Caughnaivaga 
Tribe  ? 

Ansiver.  Five  hundred  Men  able  to  bear  Arms. 

(^.   How  many  in  St.  Franeois  1 

A.  I  do  not  know:  they  are  a  different  Nation. 

Q.   How  many  in  Aronok  1 

A.   I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  Nation  of  Indians  near  your 
Tribe  ? 

A.  Yes;  Cannasntaug.  The  number  of  them  I  can- 
not tell. 

Q.  Has  the  Governour  of  Canada  prevailed  on  the  St. 
Francois  Indians  to  lake  up  Arm^  against  these  Colonies? 

A.  The  Governour  sent  out  Messrs.  St.  Lue  and  Bah- 
passion,  to  invite  the  several  Tribes  of  Indians  to  take  up 
Arms  against  you.  .\t  his  desire  they  held  a  Grand  Coun- 
cil, and  the  French  Officers  gave  each  man  half  a  pound 
of  powder  and  a  drink  of  brandy,  and  an  ox  among  them 
for  a  feast.  They  answered,  no  body  had  taken  Arms 
against  them,  and  they  would  not  take  Arms  against  any 


body  to  trouble  them  ;  and  they  chose  to  rest  in  peace. 
Upon  this  answer,  the  Oflicers  told  them,  if  you  do  not 
take  up  Arms  the  Yankees  will  come  and  destroy  you  all. 
The  Indians  answered  again,  when  those  men  come  here 
to  destroy  us,  then  we  will  take  up  Arms  and  defend  our- 
selves ;  but  we  will  not  go  to  seek  people  to  quarrel  with 
them.  The  Officers  then  told  them,  if  you  will  not  take 
up  Arms,  the  Regulars  will  come  and  destroy  you  and 
take  your  Lands.  They  answered,  you  may  come  as  soon 
as  you  have  a  mind  to ;  and  whoever  comes  to  attack  us, 
we  will  take  Arms  and  defend  ourselves.  The  Officers 
tried  to  engage  their  young  men  to  take  Arms,  by  putting 
two  Johannes  a-piece  into  their  hands ;  hut  w  hen  the 
Chiefs  knew  it,  they  took  the  money  from  them  and  re- 
turned it  to  the  Officers,  and  told  the  young  men  if  they 
offered  to  engage  they  would  put  them  to  death. 

C^.  Did  you  hear  of  any  other  Nations  of  Indians  that 
consented  to  take  Arms? 

A.  There  is  another  Nation  called  Ottowns,at  a  greater 
distance,  which  the  Governour  endeavoured  to  engage, 
telling  them  that  the  other  Nations  had  agreed  to  do  it. 
Upon  which  the  Ottowas  sent  twenty  of  their  Tribe  to  the 
General  Council  before-mentioned,  to  inform  them  of  the 
Governour's  Message,  and  incpiire  whether  they  had 
agreed  to  take  Arms?  They  answered,  they  had  not; 
and  if  they  had  had  any  thought  of  it  they  would  have 
given  them  notice.  The  French  Officers  had  further  told 
them,  that  New  York  and  all  the  other  Goveriunents  to 
the  Southward  were  going  to  take  Arms  against  the  Yan- 
kees. 

<^.  What  do  you  know  of  the  disposition  of  the  French 
Canadians  towards  us  ? 

A.  Their  disposition  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Indiana. 
The  Governour  tried  last  winter  to  raise  two  thousand 
Troops,  but  he  could  not  engage  any.  They  were  dis- 
posed to  remain  upon  their  own  land  in  peace. 

(^.   What  number  of  Regulars  is  there  in  Canadal 
A.   About  five  hundred  in  all. 
(^.   Where  are  they  stationed  ? 

A.  .\  Sergeant  and  five  privates  at  i^uelicck ;  twenty  at 
Montreal,  and  the  rest  are  gone  to  St.  John's. 

i^.  Wjiat  account  did  the  French  OtBcers  give  of  us? 
A.  When  I  went  for  my  pass,  the  Governour  told  me 
that  you  were  not  capable  of  defending  yourselves,  and 
read  me  a  Letter,  purporting  that  the  King's  Tioops  had 
killed  two  thou-nnd  of  your  People,  without  reckoning  tlie 
wounded,  and  hiunt  one  of  your  Towns. 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

J5y  order  of  the  Committee,  J.  Winthhop. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  situation  of  the  Eastern  parts  of  the  Colony  was  again 
read,  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz; 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  safety  of  this  Colony, 
and  the  protection  of  the  eastern  parts  of  it  in  particular, 
that  an  additional  force  should  be  stationed  in  the  County 
o(  Lincoln,  to  defend  the  Clountry  from  the  inroads  of  cur 
enemies  and  prevent  their  plundering  the  inhabitants  of 
their  Cattle,  Sheep,  Wood,  &.C.,  in  order  to  supply  tlie 
Fleet  and  Troops  at  Boston  : 

Therefore,  Resolred,  That  the  honourable  Board  be, 
and  hereby  are  desired  to  direct  Captain  James  Curtis" s 
Company,  lately  arrived  at  the  Camp  in  Cambridge,  from 
Brunswick,  to  repair  immediately  to  Deer-Island  with  six 
Whale-Boals,  and  when  arrived  there,  to  be  under  the  di- 
rection of  some  person  who  may  be  appointed  by  the 
honourable  Board.  And  the  Committee  of  Supplier;  .-^le 
hereby  directed  to  supply  Captain  Curtis  with  two  montlis' 
allowance  of  Provisions  for  his  said  Company. 

And  it  is  herehy  Resolved,  That  the  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers of  said  Curtis's  Company  shall  receive  forty  Shillings 
advance  pav,  on  their  being  mustered  ;  and  the  honoura- 
ble Board  are  dcired  to  apiioint  some  persons  to  muster 
them  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  also,  that  some  person  or 
persons  be  appointed  to  muster  the  other  two  Companies 
as  soon  as  raised. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  tliere  be  two  other 
Companies  of  fifty-nine  Men  each,  including  Officers,  im- 
mediately raised  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  ;  and  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  honourable  Board  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee to  deliver  out  enlisting  orders  to  such  persons  as  the 
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Committee  may  see  fit.  And  tlie  lioriouraUe  Boaid  are 
liereby  desired  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  order 
and  direct  the  said  C'om|)anics,  in  the  said  County  of  Lin- 
coln, as  he  shall  think  will  most  promote  the  interest  and 
safety  of  the  Colony. 

It  is  likewise  Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  said  three 
Companies  shall  be  equal  to  the  pay  established  for  the 
Massachusetts  Forces,  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  Sea- 
Coasts.  And  it  is  further  requested  of  the  honourable 
Hoard,  that  in  case  the  general  service  should  require  the 
aid  of  any  of  the  Forces  already  stationed  in  the  County 
o{  Lincoln,  such  Commanding  Officer  might  be  authorized 
to  draw  from  the  place  where  such  Forces  may  be  station- 
ed, so  many  Companies  or  parts  of  Companies  as  he  shall 
think  necessary;  and  such  Companies,  both  Officers  and 
Soldiers,  are  hereby  directed  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
said  Commanding  OlHcer  accordingly. 
.  And  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns  where  such 
Forces  shall  be  ordered,  (or  the  Assessors  of  any  Planta- 
lion  where  there  are  no  Selectmen,)  are  hereby  emiwwered 
and  directed  to  supply  them  with  suitable  Provisions  (two 
months'  allowance  for  Captain  Curtis's  Company  except- 
ed) during  their  stay  in  such  Town  or  Plantation  ;  for  which 
they  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  the  sum  of 
six  Shillings  per  week  for  each  man  who  shall  be  so  sup- 
plied. And  the  Connnittee  of  Supplies  are  hereby  direct- 
ed to  furnish  said  Curtis  with  three  barrels  of  Powder,  one 
thousand  weight  of  Ball,  five  hundred  Flints,  and  two  luin- 
dred  bushels  of  Indian  Corn,  or  Flour  etiuivalenl,  to  be 
delivered  to  such  Connnanding  Officer  as  may  be  appointed 
by  the  honourable  Board,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Forces  ; 
such  Powder,  I3all  and  Flints  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Commanding  Officer,  and  the  Corn  or  Flour 
to  be  delivered  to  such  Selectmen  or  Assessors  of  any 
Towns  or  J-'lantations  who  may  supply  said  Foices  with 
Provision  ;  they  to  be  accountable  for  what  they  may  re- 
spectively receive. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  who 
may  be  appointed  by  the  honourable  Board  to  give  out  En- 
listing Orders,  be  empowered  and  directed  to  procure,  or 
cause  to  be  procured,  eight  other  VVhale-Boats,  for  the  use 
of  the  said  Forces  ;  and  if  such  Boats  cannot  be  readily 
provided,  the  said  Commiltee  are  hereby  empowered  to 
draw  an  order  on  the  Hon.  Jedcdiah  Preble,  Esq.,  and  the 
Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  Escp,  of  Falmouth,  for  the  Boats 
(hey  have  been  building;  who  are  hereby  directed  to  de- 
liver the  same  to  such  order  accordingly,  and  charge  them 
to  the  Colony,  and  immediately  to  cause  as  many  more  to 
be  built  at  the  expeu'se  of  the  Colony,  for  the  use  of  the 
Forces  stationed  in  the  County  of  Cumherland. 

And  it  is  further  recommended  to  the  honourable  Board, 
to  empower  suitable  persons  to  have  the  ilireclion  of  the 
Forces  stationed  in  the  Counties  of  Cumherland  and  Lin- 
coln, and  from  time  to  time  to  order  any  or  all  the  said 
Forces  to  any  place  in  either  of  the  saiil  Counties,  as  emer- 
gencies may  re(|uire. 

And  the  honourable  Board  are  likewise  desired  to  give 
instructions  to  the  Coinmanding  Officer  in  said  County  of 
Lincoln  to  order  that  Fort  J'ownall,  at  Venohscol,  be  im- 
mediately demolished. 

In  Council,  August  4,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  Petition  of  a 
number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Jf'altham  against  the  election 
of  Mr.  Die,  and  after  del)ates  thereon,  the  question  was 
put,  Whether  Mr.  Die  was  duly  chosen,  and  had  a  right 
to  a  seat  in  this  House?  and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  a  new  Precept  be  issued 
to  tljc  Inhabitanls  of  the  Town  ol  IValtham  for  the  choice 
of  some  person  or  persons  to  represent  them  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Dirkcrson  was  a])poinled  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Di.r 
on  the  Commiltee  of  Accounts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dcrh;/,  Mr.  Lock,  and  M;ij.,r  .Jolm- 
son,  be  a  Committ(H>  to  iiupiire  into  the  r:)\\<r  ol'  (Iciicral 
Sullivan's  l-A\n<'  a  House  in  l\),'  T,n\n  ut'  Mistirk  ti)r  a 
Hospital. 

Ordered,  Th;it  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
what  Towns  it  would  be  expedient  to  draw  l^owder  from, 
be  a  Committee  to  report  some  directions  to  those  persons 
who  may  be  employed  to  procure  it. 


Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jf'illinm  Gretnleaf,  Joseph  Green- 
leaf,  Esq.,  and  Ur.  Peter  Roberts,  be,  and  hereby  are  em- 
powered to  repair  immediately  to  Chelsea,  to  take  care  and 
make  provision  for  the  poor  distressed  Inhabitants  of  Bos- 
ton now  coming  over  li  innisimit  Ferry. 

A  Petition  of  Mr.  Elijah  Babcock,  praying  this  Court 
to  give  him  an  order  on  the  Treasury  lor  the  payment  of 
his  account  of  sundry  charges  as  Comtnissary  in  the  IVorth- 
ern  Department,  was  read,  and  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Accounts. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Bntrhelder,  Colonel  Omc,  and 
Colonel  Thompson,  be  a  Connnittee  to  consider  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Lewis,  a 
Chief  of  the  Caughnawaga  Tribe  o(  Indians,  and  report 
what  is  best  to  be  done. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bryant,  Captain  Goodman,  and 
Colonel  Catt,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall 
join,  be  a  Connnittee  to  examine  Mr.  Edward  Parry,  who 
has  been  brought  from  Georgetown  to  this  Court,  in  con- 
setjuence  of  a  Resolve  of  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  the 
26lh  of  June  last,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
with  him. 

In  Council,  August  3,  177.'3;  Read  and  concurred,  and 
Charles  Chnunry  and  Buijainin  Lincoln,  Esijuires,  are 
joined. 

A  Petition  o(  David  Thompson,  Junior,  of  Stoughton, 
who  represents,  that  having  lost  his  arm  in  the  service  of 
the  Country,  at  Fort  ff'illiam  Henry,  he  has  received  a 
yearly  pension  from  this  Colony  till  last  year,  and  it  being 
now  discontinued,  prays  this  Court  to  consider  his  indigent 
circumstances,  and  grant  him  relief,  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  Colonel  Lovell,  Colonel  Cushing,  and  ISlr.  Ser- 
geant. 

The  Conmrntee  appointed  to  consider  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  both  flouses  appointed  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Brown,  on  the  situation  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Boston, 
reported. 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the 
Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  East  Parish  of  the  Town 
o(  Pownnlborough,  was  considered,  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  facts  alleged  in  the  Petition  of  Tim- 
othy Langdon  and  others,  Connnittee  of  Inspection  for  the 
East  Parish  of  the  Town  of  Powaalborough,  against  Mr. 
Abiel  Hood,  respecting  his  conduct,  were  proper  to  be 
considered  by  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  and  that  from 
their  representation,  they  had  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
facts  to  deem  him  an  enemy  to  his  Country  ;  and  that  Coni- 
mitttees  of  Inspection  are  the  only  bodies  recommended  by 
the  Continental  Congress  to  judge  and  determine  respect- 
ing infringements  of  the  Association  of  the  Continental 
Congress ;  and  that  Connnittees  of  Correspondence  are 
not  authorized  for  that  end;  and  that,  from  the  represent- 
ation made  by  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  this  Court 
approve  of  their  conduct. 

In  Council,  August  3,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 


The  Committee  ajipointed  to  consider  the  Report  of  the 
Connnittee  who  were  appointed  to  confer  with  Lewis,  an 
Indian  Chief,  reported. 

The  Report  was  acce]ited,  ant'  recommitted,  to  be  drawn 
into  a  Ri.'solve. 

Three  Bonds  to  the  Receiver-General,  viz:  Captain 
Isaac  l\IatthcT-s's,  Captain  Samuel  (f  right's,  and  Captain 
John  Stevens's,  each  of  them  conditioned  to  |)ay  the  Men 
in  their  resp;  ctive  Companies  the  wages  due  to  them  for 
their  service  at  Crown  Point,  agreeable  to  the  muster-rolls 
committed  to  theni,  were  .severally  read,  and  ajiproved  of. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  and  Muster-Rolls  reported 
a  Resolve  on  the  Muster-Roll  (amounting  to  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  Pounds,  three  Shillings,  and  eleven  Pence) 
and  Petition  of  Captain  yo/i/i  Stevens,  which  was  accept- 
ed, and  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Resolved,  That  the  aforegoing  Pay-Roil,  exhibited  by 
Captain  John  Stevens,  in  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold's  Regi- 
meiU,  is  right  cast  ami  properly  vouched,  and  that  tlie  same, 
amounting   to  £l'l-J  3s.  11</.,  be  paid  out  ol   tl.j  j)ublick 
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Treasury  of  this  Colony,  to  the  said  Captain  John  Stevens, 
(in  full  discharge  of  the  said  Pay-Koll,*)  for  the  use  of 
tlic  several  persons  named  therein;  he  having  given  bond, 
with  sufficient  surety,  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  House, 
for  the  faithful  payment  of  the  several  persons  named 
therein. 

In  Council,  August  3,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

An  Account  of  Dr.  Ebcnezcr  Marvin,  (or  sundry  arti- 
cles supplied  and  services  done  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold, 
with  a  Petition  annexed,  was  read,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  appointed  to  consider  Colonel  Arnold's  Ac- 
counts. 

A  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Cam- 
den,\  representing  the  distressed  situation  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants, from  the  scarcity  of  Provisions,  and  praying  reliel, 
was  read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Davis  of  Edgecovth,  Mr. 
Davis  of  Barnstable,  Captain  Parker,  Mr.  fVoodbridge, 
and  Major  Johnson. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  reported  a  Resolve  for 
payment  of  the  Account  of  Captain  John  Stevens,  (for 
twenty-one  Pounds,  fifteen  Shillings,)  which  was  accepted, 
and  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

The  Connnittee  on  Accounts  reported  a  Resolve  for 
the  payment  of  Captain  WrighCs  Muster-Roil  and  Ac- 
count. 


Benjamin  White,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be 
done  with  regard  to  appointing  Apothecaries  for  the  Med- 
ical Store  in  fVatcrtown,  k,c.,  viz: 

"  lu  Council,  August  3,  1775. 

"The  Committee  ajipointed  by  both  Houses  to  consider 
what  is  proper  to  be  done  uiih  regard  to  appointing  Apoth- 
ecaries lor  the  Medical  Store  at  H'alertoirn,  iSic,  beg  leave 
to  report : 

"That  the  Medical  Store  in  fValertown  be  continued 
where  it  now  is,  and  that  Mr.  Andrew  Craigie,  appoint- 
ed by  the  late  Congress  Apothecary  to  the  Colony,  be 
directed  to  take  the  care  thereof,  and  prepare  the  neces- 
sary compositions;  and  that  Mr.  James  Miller  Church  be 
appointed  Assistant  Apothecary  to  said  Store,  to  put  up 
and  distribute  said  Medicines,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of 
the  Committee  appointed  by  the  late  Congress  to  take  care 
of  the  Medical  Stores;  and  this  Committee  would  furtlier 
recommend,  that  an  establishment  be  made  for  said  Apoth- 
ecary and  Assistant  Apothecary." 

Read  and  concurred. 

A  new  draught  of  a  Resolve  for  the  emission  of  Bills 
of  Credit  was  read  and  passed,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  and  Muster-Roils  report- 
ed a  Resolve  for  the  payment  of  Captain  Isaac  Matlhcu'i 


Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  Capt.  Samuel  ff  right,  ]\iuster-Roll,  (thirty-nine  Pounds,  nineteen  Shillings  and 
It  of  the  publick  Treasury  ol  this  Colony,  the  sum  ol  ^^^  Penny,)  and  Account,  (three  Pounds,)  which  was 
one  hundred  and  thirty-'five  Pounds,  twelve  Shillings,  and 
two  Pence  half-penny,  in  full  discharge  of  his  Pay-Roll, 
in  Colonel  Arnold's  Regiment,  for  the  use  of  the  several 
persons  named  therein  ;  he  having  given  bonds,  with  suffi- 
cient sureties,  to  the  satisl^iction  of  this  House,  faithfully 


to  apply  the  same  to  that  use:  the  Blankets  charged  there- 
in having  been  first  deducted,  and  the  sum  paid  him  by 
i'o\.  Arnold  being  also  deducted,  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  Pounds,  thirteen  Shillings,  and  two  Pence  half-penny, 
balance  due.  And  also  the  further  sum  of  four  Pounds, 
Ijfteen  Shillings,  and  eleven  Pence,  being  the  expenses  oi 
marching  his  men  to  Ticonderoga,  St.  Johns,  ice. 

The  Report  was  read  and  accepted. 

//;  Council,  August  3,  1775 :  Read  and  concurred. 

'Tu  the  Honourable.  His  Majesty's  Council  and  House  of  Rcpresenla. 
tives  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massaciiusetts.Bay,  in  General  Court  as- 
sembled, }vi.\;  1775! 

Most  humbly  sliowctli  that  he,  John  Stevens,  served  ns  a  Captain 
under  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold,  at  the  taking  of  the  Fortresses  of  Ti- 
conderoga, &.C.,  at  the  westward ;  that  lately  the  said  Colouel  Arnold 
has  disbanded  his  Regiment,  and  directed  your  petitioner  to  present  the 
Roll  of  his  Company  to  this  honourable  Court  for  their  acceptance  and 
payment,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
late  honourable  Provincial  Congress  to  repair  to  those  posts.  The  fol- 
lowing Roll  exhibits  the  service  and  pay  of  said  Company;  which 
your  petitioner  humbly  prays  may  be  allowed  and  paid,  together  with 
his  other  disbursements.     And,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  Sic. 

John  Stevens. 
A  Roll  of  Captain  John  Stevens's  Company,  in  Colonel  Arnold's  Regi- 
ment, in  the   Massachusetts  service,  for  the  Reduction  of  Ticonoe. 
HOOA,  Crown  Point,  <J-c.  : 

John  Stevens,  Captain,  enlisted  May  Ist ;  Peter  Castle,  Lieutenant, 
Eliphalet  Castle  and  Nathaniel  Stevens,  Sergeants,  John  Metlcngo 
»nd  Jonas  Putnam,  Corporals,  Efferon  Putnam,  Edmund  Frost,  Sanmol 
Morrison,  Nathaniel  Burr,  William  Clark,  Peter  Griffin,  David  Tow. 
scy,  Hugh  Morrison,  Ephraim  Eayres,  James  Wells,  James  Bolton, 
BJid  Peleg  Hart,  enlisted  May  10th;  Gershom  Flagg,  Amos  Cook,  Alex. 
ander  Kidd,  John  Walker,  John  Bolton,  Ebenezer  Newell,  Daniel  Be. 
man,  John  Cowin,  Andrew  English,  John  McDonald,  William  Suth. 
orland,  Asaph  Putnam,  John  Varnum,  and  Robert  Shannon,  enlisted 
May  17th. 

t  To  the  Honourable  the  Prorincial  Congress  of  the   Massachusetts. 

Bay.      The  humble  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Camden,  in  Penobscot. 

Bat: 

We,  tlie  Committee  appointed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  Town,  do 
now  despatch,  on  their  behalf,  the  bearer,  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival 
of  a  Fleet  at  Long-Island,  in  this  Bay,  on  the  purpose  of  excliangiiig 
Provisions  for  Cord  Wood,  who  have  advised  us  of  thoir  peaceable  in- 
tentions by  letter,  and  have  conveyed  to  us  a  copy  of  a  certificate  from 
the  Gentlemen  .Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  recommending  to 
the  inhabitants  of  these  parts  to  afford  tliom  all  proper  assistance. 
Though  our  necessities  are  very  great,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  Provi- 
sions, yet  we  should  esteem  it  highly  prejudicial  to  the  community  to 
open  such  an  intercourse  with  them,  contrary  to  the  Resolves  of  your 
House.  We,  your  humble  petitioners,  do  therefore  most  earnestly  pray 
for  your  advice  in  so  important  a  matter  to  us,  (we  being  but  a  new 
eetllement,  depending  on  our  Cord  Wood  till  our  farms  are  somewhat 
brought  to,)  whether  you  will  bo  pleased  to  afford  us  any  assistanc 
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read  and  accepted,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

In  Council,  August  3,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  on  Colonel  Arnold's  Account  were  di- 
rected to  sit  forthwith,  and  not  to  report  in  favour  of  any 
persons  who  may  have  orders  from  said  ..4rno/(/,  until  they 
have  reported  upon  Colonel  Arnold's  Account ;  and  not  to 
report  on  his  Account  until  he  has  exhibited  his  whole  ac- 
count of  the  debt  he  has  incurred  on  account  of  charges 
for  the  service  of  the  Colony. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  from 
Nantucket  reported. 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the 
Town  of  Dartmouth,  informing  the  Court  that  Mr.  F'ran- 
cis  Botch  is  fitting  out  a  number  of  Ships  for  Falkland 
Islands,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Captain  Carpenter, 
Mr.  Devtns,  Mr.  Bice  of  Ilardwick,  Mr.  Bice  of  Vou-nal- 
borough,  and  Captain  Batcheldcr. 

Besolved,  That  the  Receiver-General  be,  and  hereby 
is  directed  to  keep  an  exact  and  particular  account  of  all 
Moneys  paid  by  him  to  the  Officers  of  the  Army. 

Besolved,  That  the  establishment  for  an  Apothecary  be 
seven  Pounds  ten  Shillings  per  month,  and  for  an  Assis- 
tant Apothecary  four  Pounds  per  month. 

In  Council,  August  4,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley,  Major  Johnson,  and 
Colonel  Orne,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall 
join,  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  deposition  of  Captain 
Matthews,  relative  to  the  treatment  the  Committee  sent 
by  the  late  Congress  to  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point 
received  there  ;  and  that  Colonel  Arnold,  with  such  of 
the  said  Committee  of  Congress  as  are  now  in  Town,  be 
notified  of  the  time  and  place  for  the  taking  said  deposi- 
tion, that  they  may  attend  if  they  see  proper. 

Colonel  Davis  vjas  appointed  a  Monitor,  in  the  room  o( 
Mr.  Dix. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 

Friday,  August  -t,  1775. 

On  a  motion  made,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  for  making 
the  pay  of  the  Representatives  of  each  Town  a  general 
publick  charge, 

Besolved,  That  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  be  assigned 
for  the  consideration  thereof 

Resolved,  That  sixteen  Pounds  five  Shillings  be  paid 
out  of  the  publick  Treasury  of  this  Colony  to  Colonel 
Jacob  Bailci/,  in  full  for  his  service  and  the  service  of  an 
Indian  Chief,  one  Leii'/s  Tataranco,  of  the  Caughnawaga 
Tribe,  which  Indian  was  employed  by  said  Bailey  thirty- 
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la  'Council,  August  i,  1775:  Read  and  concun-ed. 

A  Bill  for  removing  all  the  OlHccrs,  both  civil  and  mili- 
tary, in  this  Colony,  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be 'read  again  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

An  Accountof  Mr.  i?e/ynmi«  Batchdder,  for  taking  care 
(if  and  kee|)ini,r  Horses,  wliich  were  employed  in  escorting 
(ieneral  IVasllington,  was  read,  and  committeLl  to  the 
Committee  on  Accounts;  and,  also,  an  Account  oi  Joseph 
Chaddoclc,  for  escorting  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  from 
Brookfidd  to  Springjidd,  on  their  way  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress;*  also,  an  Account  of  the  Honourable  Jimcs 
IFarren,  Esq.,  of  his  expenses  to  Protidtncc  in  July  last. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  directions  to  per- 
sons employed  to  procure  Powiler,  reported.  The  Report 
was  read  and  recommitted. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  this  House,  on  the 
Report  of  a  Committee  of  both  Houses,  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  Mr.  Brown  on  the  situation  of  our 
friends  in  Boston,  was  again  read,  and  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Goodman,  IMr.  Hale,  Deacon 
Rawson,  Mr.  liigals,  and  Captain  Brngdov,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  relative  to  the 
I'xpense  of  billeting  Soldiers  from  their  respective  homes 
io  Head-Quarters. 

The  Report  of  the  (.'ommittee,  givin'^  directions  to  those 
;iersons  who  arc  to  procure  Powder  from  several  Towns  in 
the  Colony,  was  read,  and  accepted  ;  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  House  that  a 
■iirLrcr  quantity  of  Powder  is  wanted  than  is  at  present  in 
(lie  Magazine,  and  considering  how  nnicli  depends  upon 
siiat  most  necessary  article,  which,  under  God,  if  provided, 
may  prove  the  salvation  of  America:  It  is,  therefore,  iie- 
.■::ilved.  That  the  respective  Towns  and  Districts,  in  the 
Counties  hereafter  named,  (they  lying  least  exposed  to  the 
depredations  of  the  enemy  of  any  which  have  not  already 
been  draughted  upon,)  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  Coin- 
luittje  who  are  appointed  for  that  ])urpose  their  Towns' 
stock  of  Powder,  except  so  much  as  is  proposed  to  be  re- 
:-urved  in  each  Town  and  District,  according  to  the  follow- 
ing schedule.  And  the  Committee  are  hereby  directed  to 
uive  their  Receipts  to  the  re-<pective  Selectmen  of  such 
Towns  and  Districts  as  they  shall  receive  Po^viler  iVom, 
■,ii  the  form  following,  viz  : 

■■The  .  .  flay  of  .  .  .  ]775,  received  of  A.  B.  C.  Select- 
meii  of  the  Town  of  ...  .  the  Town's  stock  of  Powder, 
containing  ....  weight,  lo  the  use  of  the  Continental 
Army,  which  Powder  is  to  be  replaced  again  as  soon  as 
the  slate  of  the  publick  M;igazine  will  admit,  or  paid  for  in 
Money." 

And  the  Committee  appointed  to  receive  the  Powder 
are  hereby  severally  empowered  and  directed  to  employ 
such  Teamsters  as  shall  be  necessary,  with  all  ])ossible  de- 
S|jatch,  to  convey  the  same  to  the  Conunittee  of  Supplies, 
and  upon  the  delivering  of  said  Powder,  and  producing  a 
Cenilicate  from  either  of  the  Committee-men  appointed  to 
rnjlect  said  Powdei',  setting  forth  the  sum  agi'eed  on  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  same,  the  Committee  of  Supplies 
sliall  give  said  Teamsters  a  Certificate  of  the  receipt  of 
said  Powder,  which  Certificate  being  laid  before  the  Conn- 
ed, said  Teamsters  shall  receive  a  warrant  from  tlie  major 
p-.i'i  of  the  Council  on  the  publick  Treasuiy  of  the  Colo- 
i>\  I'oi  the  sum  agreed  upon,  to  be  jiaid  in  Colony  Notes 
r,:id  IMI-;  and  the  Receiver-General  is  JT.-reliy  directed  lo 
;m)   the  same  accordingly. 

*'   I\  C'oMMiTTF.K  OK  SirF.TV,  Camhridge,  April  Ir>.  1T7.5. 

■■  lir^ilrrd,  Tliiit  C  iptnin  Jna^pli  Chadilork  b.;  or.l.T.-.l  u-iUi  the 
Tio')))  of  llorso  iiiui,;i-  his  commaml  to  proceed  forward  as  an  Esrort  to 
fv-  HoiinniMblo  Mcinhi-is  of  Ih  •  Coiitui  'Ulal  Congiv-ss,  on  th.'ir  way  to 
I'irhulcljiliiri,  iinril  thoy  or-  ni  t  hy  an  Escort  from  tli--  Colony  of  r.,«. 
•  'Clir.iil.  JosKPll  Wmiken.  Ch,nrmnnr 

111  ohedionce  to  a  Resolve  of  the  C>'iiiin;i;  .,!':-:  :'  ;  i  ;  r,  .,/„„/ire, 
April  ■i:i,\l~i,\   )nve  waited  two  J    1      ,:    1        ,1  i:,    !      ,,  Af'ii 

of  the  Troop  of  Horse  under  my  C"i. I       I  ..     ■;,  ~  I'lr  a^ 

!ipri„gfirhI.Fc,,.i,   as  an    Escort  to    tl..    II „    :.-    \1     :/,.,.  „f  the 

t'.jiitin.jiii  il  I"  .Mji  ■- ,,  ,i:i  (li;.ir  way  to  I'hiliulil plini . 

liaoo.ijiii    i      i  >,  177j.  JosEi'n  CuAUDOCK,  C«;)(«/h. 

Lii'iit  ■''  ''  '  ■''  '   lir-ork.  Corporal  ^l.  Walker,  Corporal  lieiija. 

v,w  Votlrr.  <■  .  M.  ,1  /.■,.,■,  /!ni,:c.  Clorporal  Jimeph  /?»s/,.  Jiin.,  ElM'i 
Jiniirn.  T/,o„v,-  .!/.,r...  .)r,l,;h„h  Uahlwin.  Brni.imin  (lillirrt,  N,nh. 
Ii.inctl,J.  Cill!,;,   T/,,m.,.s  llu'l.  D.ntiel  liuiiletl. 


And  the  Committee  appointed  for  the  aforementioned 
piu-poses  are  still  further  directed  and  empowered  to  col- 
lect Powder  from  other  Towns  than  are  expressed  in  the 
following  schedule,  where  it  may  be  had,  and  give  their 
receipts  as  expressed  above.  And,  also,  to  purchase  of 
any  private  person  who  may  have  of  that  article  to  sell, 
and  lay  their  accounts  of  Powder  so  purchased  before  this 
Court.  The  persons  whose  names  follow  are  ap])ointed 
a  Connnittee  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  foregoing 
Resolve. 

Suffolk:  Mr.  Ferrij  and  Captain  Vosc. 
Essex:   Mr.  M§-/t/// and  Mr.  Webster. 
Middlesex  :   Dr.  Fletcher,  Deacon  Stickney,  and  Col. 
Smith. 

Plymouth  :  Colonel   Cuslilug. 
Bristol:   Colonel  llilliams. 

Suffolk:  County. — To  be  left  in  Town  of  Milton  2 
half  barrels,  Dedham  1  iYmo,  Med  field  1,  fVrentham  2, 
jSeedham.  1,  Stoughtonham  1,  Medu-aij  1,  Bdlliighatn  1, 
JValpole  1. 

Essex  County. — To  be  left  in  Town  of  Danvcrs  -2  half 
barrels,  Newliury  i2  ditto,  Nitduryport  8. 

Middlesex  County. — To  be  left  in  Town  of  JVoburn 
2  half  barrels.  Concord  2  ditto,  Neivton  2,  Reading  2, 
Marlboro  2,  Blllerica  1,  Framlng/iam  2,  C/telm.iford  2, 
Sherburne  1,  Sudbury  2,  JVcston  1,  Littleton  1,  Flopkinton 
1,  Tewksbury  1,  Acton  1,  Dunstable  1,  Lincoln  1,  fi'il- 
mlngton  1. 

Plymouth  County. — To  be  left  in  Town  of  Middh- 
Imry  2  half  barrels,  Bridi^Luatcr  2  ditto,  Abiiivion  2, 
Halifax  1,  Flymoulh  12,  Pembroke  2,  Hanover  2^ Ando- 
ver  2,  Roiclei/2,  Haverhill  2,  Topsjldd  \,BoiJord  1, 
Almsbury  2,  Bradford  i,  Middletoivn  \,Methuen  1,  IVest- 
ford  1,  iValtham  \,  Stow  1,  Groton  1,  Shirley  I,  Feppc- 
'rdl  1,  Toivnscnd  I,  Ashley  l,Natick  1 ,  Dracut  1,  Bedford 
1,  Holiiston  1,  Kingston  2. 

Bristol  County. — To  be  left  in  Town  of  Taunton  2 
half  barrels,  Rchoboth  2  ditto,  Norton  1,  Marshfidd  1, 
Freetown  2,  Berkley  1,  Attlebury  2,  Raynham  1,  Easton 
1,  Dartmouth  1. 

In  Council,  August   1,  1775:   Read  ami  concinred. 
The  Coinmitlt'e   on   the   Letter  from    Ncicburyport   re- 
iioiied.      The  Report  was  recouunitted. 


Ordered,  That  Captain  Morton,  Major  Goodwin,  and 
Colonel  Hale,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  what  method 
shall  be  taken  to  supply  those  Soldiers  with  Blankets  who 
have  not  as  yet  received  any. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Cam- 
den, in  Ptnobseot-Bay,  and  the  papers  accompanying  it, 
reported.  The  Report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  it  is  as 
follows,  viz  : 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Jam.es  Minot  and  others.  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  the  Town  of  Camden,  setting  forth 
the  distressed  circumstances  of  said  Town  on  account  of 
the  great  scarcity  ol' bread,  and  praying  for  assistance;  and 
considering  their  firmness  to  the  cause  for  wliich  we  are 
now  struggling : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Supplies  be  directed 
to  supply  said  James  Miuot  with  two  hundred  bushels  of 
Indian  Corn,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same;  which 
Corn  to  be  delivered  to  the  care  of  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty of  said  Camden,  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  inhabiiants  as  they,  the  said  Connnittee, 
shall  think  proper:  And  for  the  pay  of  said  Corn,  the  said 
Committee  of  Safety  are  to  supply  the  American  Forces 
raised  for  defence  of  the  sea-coast,  that  shall  or  may  he 
stationed  near  or  at  said  Town,  with  fresh  Meat,  or  any 
thing  that  may  answer  for  the  billeting  said  Forces;  and 
the  said  Committee  of  Safety  are  to  be  accountable  to  the 
General  Court  of  the  Colony. 

In  Council,  August  4,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cushing  be  of  the  Committee  on 
Colonel  Arnold's  Account,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Devens. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Pilsbury,  and  Mr. 
Devens,  be  a  Committee  to  procure  such  Resolves  of  the 
late  Congresses  or  of  this  House,  as  might  be  of  service  to 
the  eastward  settlements,  and  to  send  them  a  number  of 
copies,  especially   to   Camden   and  Deer-Island :    and  to 
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bring  in  a  Resolve  for  tlie  purpose  of  recommending  tlie 
observance  of  such  Resolves  of  Congress  as  are  of  a  pub- 
lick  nature,  and  to  continue  any  considerable  lime  in  force. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Committee  of 
Safet)'  of  the  Town  of  Salem,  respecting  the  Poor  of  the 
Town  of  Boston,  reportetl.  The  Report  was  read,  and 
thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  four  Members  from  Bos- 
ton, and  three  from  the  country,  be  chosen  to  take  care  of 
the  Poor  of  the  Town  o(  Boston  who  may  go  into  Salem. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  IViUiam  Greenhaf,  Mr.  Isaac 
Smith,  and  Deacon  Sharp,  on  the  part  of  the  Town  of 
Boston,  and  Captain  Shillaber  on  that  of  the  country,  be 
of  that  Committee ;  and  that  the  appointment  of  three 
other  gentlemen  to  complete  the  Committee  be  deferred, 
and  the  Committee  above-named  are  hereby  empowered 
and  directed  to  act  in  this  matter  until  the  Committee  be 
filled  u|3. 

Jn  Council,  August  5,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  this  House  directing  the 
JMoney  Bills  to  be  printed  on  types  bo  recousidcred,  and 
that  they  be  printed  on  copper  |)lates  ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  what  they  could  be  printed  for 
be  a  Committee  to  agree  with  Mr.  Revere  for  printing  the 
same. 

The  Committee  apiiointed  to  consider  what  method  shall 
be  taken  to  furnish  those  Soldiers  with  Jjlankets  who  are 
not  yet  furnished,  reported. 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  moved  for,  and  the  House  accord- 
ingly took  under  consideration  the  expediency  of  making 
the  pay  of  the  Representatives  a  publick  charge  ;  after 
debate  thereon,  the  matter  was  ordered  for  the  present  to 
subside. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  a  further  assignment  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  for  annulling  the  Commissions 
of  the  several  civil  and  military  Officers  in  this  Colony,  and 
that  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  be  accordingly  assign- 
ed for  that  purpose. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
eight  o'clock.  

Saturday,  August  .'),  177:.. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Story,  Mr.  ll'hiti,  and  Captain 
Parker,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  to  establish 
the  rates  by  wdiich  Teamsters  shall  be  paid  for  transporting 
the  Poor  of  Boston  and  their  effects,  and  to  desire  the  hon- 
ourable Board  to  give  orders  on  the  Treasury  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  Teamsters. 

Toted,  That  Major  Hawleij  have  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  settling  the  rights  of  Representation  of  the  several 
Towns  and   Districts  in  this  Colony. 

Eldad  Taylor,  Esq.,  brought  flown  from  the  honouraljle 
Board  a  Letter  from  Justin  Ely,  of  IVest-SpringJield, 
directed  to  said  Taylor,  relative  to  the  Donations  for  tlie 
Poor  of  Boston  and  Charlestoxm,  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  Dr.  Whiting,  Major  Ely,  and  Mr.  Crane. 

Jedcdiah  Foster,  Esq.,  came  down  and  informed  the 
House  that  the  honourable  lioard  had  directed  their  Mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  was 
necessary  to  be  done  relative  to  a  Colony  Seal,  to  sit  forth- 
with, and  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Board  that  this 
House  would  direct  their  Members  of  said  Committee  to 
sit  with  those  of  the  Board  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Bliss  and  Dr.  Whiting  be  of  the 
said  Committee,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Church  and  Mr.  Cush- 
ini^,  who  are  absent. 

A  Petition  of  Prince  Gorham,  of  Barnstable,*  praying 

+  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  Aug.  3,  1775. 
To  the  Honnurnljle  the  General  Court,  now  sitting  at  Watertown  : 

Humbly  shewcth  Prince  Gorham,  of  Rarm^lnhlc,  on  hrlinlf  of  liini. 
self  ami  Benjamin  C„l,h,  tjint  your  i.Ptitioiirr^,  ,,,M  il,,  ■]'..,,  ,,  wo  livo 
in,  are  iiiucli  in  \\.\n\  nf  I'mw.Iit  .-luil   ..ilic ,,,.  I  ■.  li  iu:iy  l>o 

forty  hogslioads  of  oM  ./(H"'Hc»  i'lsh,  l.iri\  limvl  ,,i  \!<ivivi's,  nnd 
two  thousand  bunclies  of  Unions,  wliicli  arc  now  jiprisliiu!:,  and  which 
your  petitioners  cannot  dispose  of  liero :  wherefore,  your  petitioners 
humbly  pray  your  Honours  to  grunt  tliom  a  permit  to  export  the  same 
to  St.  Eustatin,  and  receive  from  tliom  warlike  stores  and  other  neces- 
saries. And  your  p  titioners,  as  in  duty  liound.  sliull  evrr  pray,  &c. 
PaiNCE  (ioiiir^M,   furs,  If  and  Co. 


for  liberty  to  export  a  quantity  of  Fish  to  St.  Eustalia, 
was  read,  and  committed  to  Captain  Batcheldcr,  Deacon 
Plympton,  and  Captain  Bragdon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Story  and  Mr.  White  be  added  tr. 
the  Committee  on  Colonel  ArnoUVs  Account. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  honourable  Board  in 
the  Resolve  for  stationing  an  additional  Force  in  the  Couiiiy 
oi  Lincoln,  were  read  and  considered,  and  non-concurred: 
and  the  House  adhere  to  their  own  Vote. 
Sent  up. 

The  Bill  for  annulling  the  Conmiissions  of  the  several 
Officers,  civil  and  military,  in  this  Colony,  was  read  a  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  afteinoon. 

The  Committee  on  the  Letter  from  Dartmouth  re- 
ported. 

The  Rcjiort  was  recommitted,  and  the  Committee  in- 
structed to  bring  in  a  Resolve  to  prohibit  the  sailing  ot 
all  Vessels  bound  on  foreign  voyages,  without  the  express 
license  of  the  General  Court;  and  to  reconnnend  to  the 
honourable  Board  to  write  Letters  to  the  several  Assem- 
blies of  the  other  New-England  Governments,  advising 
them  to  pass  a  similar  Resolve. 

Bcnjctniin  Chadliourne,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  V'ote  of 
Council,  appo'mUn'^  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Esq.,  and  Josfjik 
Palmer,  Esq.,  with  such  as  this  House  shall  join,  to  be  a 
Committee  to  examine  the  Proceedings  of  the  late  Provin- 
cial Congresses,  and  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  confirnsation 
of  the  same,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  they  sliall  judge  ne- 
cessary. 

Read  and  concurred,  and  Dr.  K hiting,  Esquire  Davit:. 
and  Mr.  DicLtrson,  were  joined  to  the  Committee  of  t!ie 
honourable  Board. 

.fames  Presrott,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  t!;e 
Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  was  necessary  !o  [le 
done  relative  to  a  Colony  Seal,  with  the  following  Vote  ol 
Council  thereon,  viz: 

The  Committee  a|)pointed  for  the  within  purpose  repoit, 
that  the  device  of  tlie  old  Province  Seal  be  not  taken  up. 
and  that  tlie  device  herewith  he  the  established  form  nf  i 
Seal  for  this  Cok.ny  for  the  future. 

James  Otis,  per  order 
Li  Council,  August  5,  1775.  Rearl  and  accepted,  w:;:i 
this  amendment,  viz:  instead  of  an //if//o?i  holding  a  toma- 
hawk and  cap  of  liberty,  there  be  an  English  American 
holding  a  swoid  in  the  right  liand,  and  jMagna  Charta  m 
the  left  hand  ;  with  the  words  "Magna  Charta"'  imprinted 
on  it;  and  around  him  these  words:  "  Ensc  petit  placidani 
sub  libertate  quietem.'' 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Prince  G'orliaiii  .v- 
ported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Prince  Gorham  and  Benjamin  Cobb  tie, 
and  they  are  hereby  permitted  to  export  from  Chatham  lo 
the  Island  of  St.  Eustatin  forty  hogsheads  of  old  Jamaic; 
and  new  scale  Fish,  fbriy  barrels  of  Alewives,  and  two 
thousand  bunches  of  Onions,  but  no  more  Provisions  than 
are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  vessel's  use,  to  be  undf f 
the  inspection  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  said  Cha:- 
ham:  always  provided,  that  the  said  Fish,  .\lewives,  &c.. 
shall  not  be  cleared  out  for  any  of  His  Britannick  Majes- 
ty's Dominions. 

In  Council,  August  o,  1775:   Read  and  concurreci. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  Rcpoii 
of  the  Committee  of  both  Houses  who  were  appointed  to 
confer  with  j\Ir.  Brown  on  the  situation  of  the  Inhaljiiains 
of  JJoson,  again  reported.     Read,  amended,  and  acceptca. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  House,  that 
several  persons  are  detained  in  Boston  by  General  Gitge. 
for  the  purpose  of  jirocuring  the  release  oi'  .hnes  and  Hicks 
from  Concord  Jail,  and  until  they  shall  be  suffered  to  ao 
into  Boston ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Joucs  and  Hie-ks  be  released 
from  the  Jail  at  Concord,  and  suffered  to  go  into  Bosion. 
upon  condition  that  the  several  persons  who  have  been 
detained  on  account  of  their  imprisonment,  viz:  .lohn  Gill. 
Thomas  Boi/lston,  Peter  Edcs,  Wm.  Starr,  James  Lovell, 
Samuel  Wh'itwell,  .Samuel  Peertridge,  John  Leach,  Rich- 
ard Bo'/nton.  and  all  the  Selectmen  of  Be^ston.  and  nl-< 
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Benjamin  Hitchbornc,  lately  taken  on  board  a  Man-of- 
War  at  Newport,  he  siiffeied  to  coine  out  of  Huston,  with 
their  families  and  effects;  and  that  the  said  Jones  and  Hicks 
be  produced  on  the  lines  at  Roxhury  or  Charltslown,  at 
such  time  as  shall  be  agreed  on,  in  order  to  be  exchanged 
for  the  persons  aforesaid  ;  and  that  Mr.  John  Pitts  and 
Captain  Brown,  of  Jl'atertown,  with  such  as  the  honour- 
able Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Ex- 
cellency General  fVashington,  and  desire  him  to  send  into 
Boston  a  Trum|)eter  with  a  cojiy  of  this  Jiesolve  to  the 
Selectmen  of  said  Town. 

In  Coiindl,  August  5,  177.j:   Read  and  concurred,  and 
Mr.  Josejih  Palmar  is  joined. 


The  Speaker,  by  leave  of  the  House,  brought  in  the 
following  Resolve,  which  was  [las^ed,  and  sent  up  for  con- 
currence : 

Whereas  by  a  Resolve  of  Congnss  of  the  !27th  oi  June 
last,  four  of  the  nine  Companies  by  said  Resolve  to  be 
raised  in  the  Coimties  of  Plymouth  and  Barnstable,  for 
the  defence  of  the  Sea-Coasts,  are  to  be  stationed  in  the 
County  of  Plymouth,  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
Field-OlKcers  of  the  First  Regiment  in  the  County  of  Ply- 
mouth, and  under  their  direction;  and  whereas  there  are 
four  Field-Officers  in  said  Regiment,  and  two  of  them  live 
at  a  great  distance  from  the  Sea-Coast  and  from  the  other 
two,  from  which  many  inconveniences  arise  :  therefore, 

Resolved,  Tlial  the  honourable  Board  be  desired  to  em- 
jiower  any  two  of  said  Field-Ollicers  to  station,  order,  and 
direct  said  four  Companies ;  the  Commanding  Oflicer  of 
said  Regiment  being  one  of  the  two. 

In  Council,  August  o,  177.'3:  Read  and  concurred,  and 
Colonel  Jamts  fVarren  and  Thomas  Lothrop  are  appoint- 
ed to  the  above. 

A  Letter  from  Mi'.  Thomas  Amory  to  Mr.  Moses  Gill, 
relative  to  a  cargo  of  Flour  taken,  lor  the  use  of  the  Co- 
lony, from  a  Schooner  of  the  said  Amory" s,  at  _iSantuckct ; 
and  another  from  Mrs.  Abigail  Austin  to  the  Conmiittee 
of  Supplies,  desiring  the  Coannittee  of  Supplies  lo  accept 
an  order  from  Mr.  Amory  in  favour  of  !\Irs.  Austin,  for 
liie  value  of  it,  were  read,  and  committed  to  Major  Ilaiv- 
icii,  Colonel  Thompson,  and  Captain  Goodman,  who  were 
instructed  to  confer  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon  on  the 
.ubjeel. 

FJdad  Taylor,  Esq.,  brouglit  down  the  Uosulvo  for  sta- 
lioniiiL;  an  additional  Force  in  the  County  of  i///lfo/n,  with 
hie  following  Order  of  Council  thereon,  viz: 

"In  Council,  August  5,  177i. 

"  Read,  and  Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Freeman  and  Dr.  Tay- 
lor, with  such  as  the  honourable  House  shall  join,  be  a 
Committee  to  confer  on  the  subject  of  the  foregoing  Re- 
s<ilve,  and  report." 

Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

Read  and  concurred,  and  Major  Hawley,  Mr.  Gerry, 
■dtn(\  Dr.  Whiting,  are  joined  to  the  Committee  of  the  hon- 
ourable Board. 

The  Bill  for  annulling  the  Commissions  of  the  several 
Oiiicers,  civil  and  military,  in  this  Colony ,  read  the  third 
tune  and  passed  to  be  engrossed. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence  by  Major  I  lawk  y.  Major  Bliss, 
Mr.  Morgan,  Major  Ely,  and  Dr.  iVhiting. 

M\\'\ov  Goodwin  was  added  to  the  Committee  ap])ointed 
to  consider  the  Letter  from  yiewburyport,  relative  to 
Bridget  Phillips,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Jewet. 

Mr.  Morgan  and  Mr.  Gallop  were  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  lo  jjrocure  the  Resolves  of  Congress  for 
the  E.islern  Settleinoiits,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Pilsbury  and 
Mr.  Dcvens,  absent. 

The  Committee  appointed  lo  consider  a  I.,etter  from 
Justin  Ely,  of  West-Springfield ,  to  Eldad  Taylor,  Esip, 
reported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns  in 
the  County  of  Hampshire,  where  any  donations  of  Grain 
for  the  Poor  of  the  Towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  are 
or  may  be  deposited,  be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered 
and  directed  tn  have  all  such  Grain  (except  Indian  Corn) 
reduced  to  Flour,  and  transported  lo  IVatertown,  and  there 
delivered  lo  the  Conimittee  of  Supplies,  as  soon  as  may  be  ; 
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and  that  the  expense  of  flouring  said  Grain  and  transport- 
ing said  Flour  to  h'atertown  be  paid  out  of  the  publick 
Treasury  of  this  Colony,  on  llie  delivering  the  same  as  is 
abovemenlioncd. 

^4;t(/  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  Air.  John  Hale  be  a 
Committee  to  retransport  from  Hartford  to  Springfield  all 
such  Grain  and  other  articles  as  have  been  given  in  dona- 
tions for  the  use  of  said  Poor,  by  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
said  County  of  Hampshire  ;  which  Grain  and  other  articles 
have  been  sent  down  the  River  to  Hartford;  and  that 
said  Committee  be  also  empowered  and  directed  to  reduce 
said  Grain  to  Flour,  and  trans|)ort  said  Flour  to  Hater- 
town,  there  to  be  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Supplies,  as 
afoiTsaid,  and  that  the  expense  of  retiansporting  said  Grain 
from  Hartford,  flouring  and  conveying  the  same  to  ff'aler- 
town,  be  also  paid  out  of  the  )iublick  Treasury  of  this 
Colony. 

ylnd  it  is  further  Rcsolceil,  That  in  case  any  part  of 
said  Donations  have  been  or  shall  be  in  Indian  Corn,  the 
said  Selectmen  or  Committee  are  empowered  and  diiecied 
to  disi)ose  of  the  same,  either  for  Money  or  some  other 
kind  of  Grain,  or  other  Provision  necessary  for  the  Army, 
which  may  be  more  conveniently  transported. 

//(  Council,  August  5,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

A  Petition  of  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold,  praying  to  be 
refunded  for  a  number  of  Blankets  which  he  supplied  his 
Soldiers  with,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Captain  Car- 
jicHltr,  Mr.  Hovey,  and  Mr.  Seicall. 

Three  Women,  who  came  over  ff'innisimit  Ferry  from 
Boston  yesterday,  were  brought  under  guard  to  this  C'ourt 
by  Captain  John  H'ood.* 

Captain  Jt'hitb  brought  down  from  the  honourable  Board 
a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  General  II  ashington,  reVdUve 
to  persons  coming  out  of  Boston. 

Dr.  Taylor  brought  down  from  the  honourable  Board 
sundry  Depositions  relative  lo  the  treatment  which  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  late  Congress  received  al  Ticonderoga, 
viz :  Ebcnezer  Marvin's,  Isaac  Matthens's,  and  Samuel 
Wright's. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ladies  beforementioned  be  deliver- 
ed lo  Captain  Crafts,  in  this  Town,  and  he  is  iiereby  di- 
rected to  receive  them  into  custody,  and  to  kec])  them  in 
some  suitable  house  for  entertainment,  at  their  own  ex- 
]ieiise,  wiih  a  suitable  guard,  until  Monday  morning  next, 
and  the  further  order  oi' this  Court. 

In  Council,  August  5,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Sabbatli.ilay,  August  C,  1775. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Captain  Goodman,  Colonel  Thompson, 
and  Es(|uire  Davis,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board 
shall  join,  be  a  Committee  lo  consider  the  Letter  received 
yesterday  from  General  IVashington,  relative  to  the  Inha- 
bitants coming  out  o(  Boston,  and  report  thereon. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Aftprnoon. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  honourable 
Board,  lo  know  if  they  have  any  matter  to  lay  before  the 
House  this  afternoon:   whereupon, 

Mr.  Chauncy  came  down  and  informed  the  House  thai 
the  honourable  Board  had  a  matter  under  consideration, 
which  would  be  sent  down  very  soon. 

James  Prescott,  Esq.,  broni;lit  doun  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the  Letter  from  General 
Washington.  Read  and  non-concurred,  and  ordered  to  be 
recommitted,  to  bo  taken  into  a  new  draught  by  way  of 
Resolve. 

•  Maluen,  August  5,  1775. 

Mrs.  Iliinnnh  GoMlhwait,  wifo  of  Mr.  Joseph  Goldthwail,  Mrs. 
Sarah  nultllhwail,  wife  of  Mr.  nrnjamin  Goldthmiit,  and  one  Mrs. 
Chiimhcrlnin,  caino  ovor  Wiiuiiximtl  I'orry  yostorday,  being  Friday, 
about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  w.i':  <  Inn-r  .iikI  chaise:  no  such  instance 
having  hapiicMicd  bcfir.  ,  \l         lli:,n,ih   Goldthwail,   being    wife 

to  the  Barrack-Master  1  I  :        In  I       ■\»s  in  Boston.     Knowing  it  to 

lie  my  dutv  to  111'  virv  I  .11,1 1,,  ;  ,,1  i  h  i,  nidcal  day,  thought  proper  to 
acqu.iii,!  :  M-  1 .  )M  1,1  \M\\t  tins  .itl'.iir,  who  directed  me  to  conduct  them 
tolli'   <■       '  '■     ,    1. 1 1  Court  of  this  Province. 

I  111.  id  any  thing  inimical  or  exceptionable   in  their 

conv,  r-  u r  ,    ill, III,  I,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  behaved  thoniselvi'B 

with  all  r,jin|il.ti.-^ancc  and  resignation  to  my  requisitions,  iind  nppcar  lo 
b;  ung.igcd  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  Loamhi  Baldwi.v,  Lt.  Cut. 
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The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 

Monday,  August  7,  1775. 

The  Committee  on  Colonel  Arnold's  Account  reported* 
a  Resolve  for  the  payment  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  Rounds,  twelve  Shillings,  and  one  Penny  lialf-()enny, 
to  Captain  Isaac  Malthews,  in  discharge  of  several  ordeis 
drawn  by  Colonel  Arnold,  which  were  endorsed  by  the 
persons  in  whose  favour  they  were  drawn,  and  made  pay- 
able to  said  Mattheu's :  which  Resolve  was  accepted. 

In.  Council,  August  7,  177.5:   Read  and  concurred. 

Benjamin  fVfiite,  Esq.,  broui;ht  down  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  his  Excellency  General  If'ashington's  Let- 
ter, relative  to  such  persons  as  may  come  out  ol'  Boston, 
and  a  Resolve  thereon,  viz  : 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  consideration  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  General 
IVashington,  relative  to  such  persons  as  may  come  out  of 
Boston,  and  be  suspected  of  being  inimical  to  the  liberties 
of  this  Country,  report  by  way  of  Resolve  : 

"In  Council,  August  7,  1775. 

"  Resolved,  That  Joseph  Greenleaf,  Esq.,  Capl.  Edirard 
Proctor,  and  Mr.  John  Peck,  be  a  Committee,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  give  constant  attendance  at  the  place  where  the 
people  coming  out  of  Jioston  to  Chelsea  shall  land,  and 
strictly  examine  into  the  chaiacters  and  circumstances  of  all 
such  persons  as  may  arrive  from  Boston  at  the  said  Chel- 
sta ;  and  if,  upon  inquiry,  any  of  the  said  persons  shall 
appear  to  be  enemies  of  this  Country,  then  the  said  Com- 
mittee are  directed  to  keep  in  custody  all  such  suspected 
persons,  until  a  proper  representation  shall  be  made  to  this 
Court,  and  order  given  thereon." 

Read  and  concurred. 

Benjamin  Chadbourne,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Resolve 
for  stationing  the  Forces  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  with 
the  Re|)ort  of  the  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to 
confer  on  the  subject  of  it,  viz: 

•'August  7,  1775:  The  Committee  of  both  Houses, 
having  fully  considered  the  amendment  proposed,  arc  of 
opinion  the  same  ought  to  be  made  in  the  foregoini;  Resolve. 
"Enoch  Yrv.fmas,  per  order." 

Read  and  concurred. 

The  Bill  for  a  new  emission  of  Bills  of  Credit  was  sent 
up  for  concurrence. 

The  Clerk  was  directed  to  dele  the  word  Province,  if  it 
should  be  inadvertently  made  use  of  in  any  Resolve,  and 
to  insert  the  word  Colony  in  its  stead. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Freeman  and  Captain  Carpen- 
ter, with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  a 
Committee  to  examine  the  three  Women  brought  to  this 
Court  on  Saturday  last,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be 
done  with  them. 

In  Council,  August  7,  1775  :  Read  and  concurred,  and 
Charles  Chuuncy,  Esq.,  is  joined. 

Ordered,  That  Rlr.  Freeman,  Major  Bliss,  and  Capt. 
Brown,  be  a  Committee  to  agree  with  some  person  to  print 
the  Journals  of  this  House. 

Eldad  "J'aylor.  Estp,  brought  down  from  the  honourable 
Board  the  lijllouing  Order,  viz  : 

••In  Council,  August  7,  1775. 

"Ordered,  That  Mr.  Greenleaf,  with  such  as  the  hon- 
omable  House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  direct  the 
making  a  Colony  Seal,  agreeable  to  the  form  prescribed 
by  this  Court  on  Saturday  last." 

•The  Committee  to  whom  w;is  relVrn-J  th.-  uxuminatiun  of  Colonel 
Arnold^^i  Account  having  proceeded  so  I'ar  js  to  tiud  tiiat  the  several 
orders  drawn  bv  him  on  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  to  pay  sundry 
persons,  viz:  Marlin  Marvin,  £3  17s.  GcL;  Julin  Adas.  £-2  ;  Cnllin 
McKensie.  £U  9.9.  .3,/.;  Elisha  Painter,  £1  14s.  4./.;  John  S/mrden, 
£34  -is.  6d.;  Kirhard  GUI,  £10  17,s.;  Winthrop  lluU,  £1;  WiUiam 
Wood-f.  £i  IBs.  Id.:  Ebniezer  Arerill  £3  9s.;  Paul  Arerill,  £3  14s.; 
SatnuFl  Ada!n.f,  £53  7.s-.  3'/.;  Samuel  Keep,  £-2  10s.  Ud.;  Robert 
Lewis,  Esq.,  £'^7  17s.  lOJi/.;  amounting  in  the  whole  to  one  hundred 
and  Boventy.three  Pounds,  twelve  Shillings,  and  one  Penny  and  a  half, 
which  several  orders  are  endorsed  over  and  made  payable  to  Captain 
Isaac  Matthews.  And  they  find  that  Colonel  Arnold  has  in  his  account 
against  this  Colony  given  credit  for  the  aforementioned  orders,  your 
Committee  therefore  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  Resolve,  viz  : 

Re,wlred,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  Pounds, 
twelve  Sliillings,  and  one  Penny  and  a  half,  be  paid  by  the  Colony 
Treasurer  to  the   said  Captain  Isaac  Matthews,   in  discharge  of  tlio 


Read  and  concurred,  and  Deacon  Plympton  and  Mr. 
Mills  are  joined  to  the  Committee  of  the  honourable 
Board. 

The  Commitlee  apjiointed  lo  consider  the  expense  of 
billeting  Soldiers  reported. 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

■  AtVmoon. 

The  Committee  on  the  Letter  from  Newlmryport,  re- 
S|.)ecting  Bridget  Phillips,  again  reported. 

The  Report  was  read,  and  again  recommitted. 

James  Prcscott,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Letter  from  his 
Excellency  General  IVashington,*  relative  to  those  Sol- 
diers and  INon-Commissioned  Officers  who  absent  them- 
selves from  duty,  with  a  Letter  from  Mr.  jSathaniel  Green, 
relative  to  one  Thomas  Cowden,  of  Fitchburgh,  who  has 
been  soliciting  a  Commission  in  the  Army. 

Read,  ami  Ordered,  That  Dr.  Church,  Colonel  Free- 
man, and  Mr.  Vevens,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board 
shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  same,  and  report. 

//(  Council,  August  8,  1775:  Read  and  concurred,  and 
Walter  Spooner  and  John  IVinthrop,  Estjs.,  are  joined. 

A  Petition  of  Mr.  Joseph  Patrick,  praying  an  allowance 
for  the  expenses  of  his  journey  from  Deer-Island,  to  pro- 
cure Supplies,  &c.,  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  parts 
of  the  Colony,  read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Story,  Major 
Brooks,  and  Deacon  Rawson. 

A  Petition  and  Account  of  the  Hon.  Jedcdiah  Foster, 
Esq.,  of  his  expenses  on  a  journey  to  Lebanon,  in  Con- 
necticut,  by  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  were  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Commitlee  on  Accounts. 

An  Account  of  Mr.  Daniel  Jones,  for  the  supply  of  his 
Excellency  General  IVashington  and  the  Hon.  General 
Lee,  Esquires,  their  company  and  household,  liead,  and 
commilted  to  the  Committee  on  Accotints. 

An  Account  of  Mr.  John  Walton,  for  making  Boxes  for 
the  removal  of  the  Library  of  Harvard  College,  was  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Commitlee  on  Accounts. 

Benjamin  White,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  three  Women  brought 
lo  this  Court  on  Saturday  last;  which  was  accepted  by 
tliC  lionouialile  Board,  viz: 

"In  Council,  August  7,  1775. 
"  Tlie  Commitlee  appointed  by  both  Houses  to  examine 
three  women  hmly  come  out  of  Boston,  and  brought  lo 
this  Court,  liei;  leave  to  report,  as  our  opinion,  that  Mrs. 
Goldthwait,  wile  of  Major  Joseph  Goldthwait,  may  be 
permitted  to  go  lo  Stafford,  to  endeavour  the  recovery  ol 
Iier  health,  by  use  of  the  waters  there,  and  to  be  untler 
the  care  of  the  Selectmen  of  said  Stafford  during  her  stay 
in  that  place,  and  afierwards  to  remove  to  liehoboth,  to 
reside  with  her  brother,  Mr.  Joseph  Brigham,  there  to  be 
under  the  care  of  the  Connnittee  of  Correspondence  ol  said 
Town  (without  any  expense  to  the  publick)  until  the  fur- 
ther order  of  this  Court.     The  others,  viz:   Mrs.  Gold- 

*  HcAD-Qu.iRTEllS  AT  Ca.mbriuce,  August  7,  1775.  • 
Sm  ;  By  th.'  (i.'ncral  Return  made  me  for  last  week,  I  find  there  are 
groat  numbers  of  soldiers  and  non-connnissioned  otficers  who  absent 
fheins!.lvLS  from  duty,  the  greatest  part  of  wliom,  I  have  reason  to  b'.'. 
lieve,  are  at  their  respective  homes  in  ditferent  parts  of  tlie  country, 
some  emidoyed  by  their  otficers  on  their  farms,  and  others  drawing  pay 
from  tlie  piibhek  while  they  are  working  on  their  own  plantations,  or 
for  hire.  iMy  utmost  exertions  have  not  been  able  to  prevent  this  base 
and  pernieiou.?  conduct.  I  must,  therefore,  beg  the  assistance  of  the 
General  Court  to  co-operate  with  me  in  such  measures  as  may  remedy 
this  mischief  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  might  be  done,  either  wholly  or 
in  put,  by  (ho  Committees  in  the  several  Towns  making  strict  and  iriu 
jiarti.il  inquiry  of  such  as  are  found  absent  from  the  Army ;  upon  what 
account  they  have  left  it;  by  whose  leave,  and  for  what  time;  lo  re- 
quire such  as  have  no  impediment  of  sickness,  or  other  good  reason,  to 
return  lo  their  duty  innnediately,  or,  in  case  of  fiiling,  lo  send  me 
an  account  of  their  nanus,  and  the  Company  and  Regiment  to  which 
they  belong,  as  soon  as  possible,  that  I  may  be  able  to  make  examples 
of  such  delinquents.  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  ruinous  consequences 
of  sutfering  such  infamous  deserters  and  defrauders  of  the  publick  to 
go  unnoticed  or  unpunished,  nor  use  any  arguments  to  induce  the  Gen. 
eral  Court  to  give  it  immediate  attention.  The  necessity  of  the  case 
,|,,  III!  ii.  iii.ii  me  to  doubt  the  continued  e-vertions  of  that  zeal  which 
I,  ,     ,  I  I  lie  General  Court  upon  less  important  occasions. 

I   i    ,  I  iii.iur  to  be.  Sir,  with  much  respect  and  regard,  yout 

111., -I  .,1,  'li   i;i  liiiMilile  servant,  George  Wasiii.vgton. 

To  the  Hull.  Cul.  Otis,  President  of  the  Council  of  Massachusetts.Bay. 

P.  S.  The  enclosed  respects  a  prisoner  sent  up  from  Prospect-Hill, 

wlio  is  sent  herewith  under  guard  for  examination  by  the  Committee 


[  orders. 
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tkivnit,  wife  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Goldthivait,  and  Mis.  Cham- 
berlain, tliey  having  given  such  an  open,  full  account  of 
matters,  and  apjiear  .~o  IViendly  to  the  Coimtry,  your  Cuni- 
inittce  think  they  may,  without  danger  tliereto,  be  freed 
from  confinen.eni.      ,,  C'iiakles  Chalncv,  per  order:' 

Road  and  concmred. 

Ordc.reJ,  That  Major  Smith,  Major  Bliss,  Capt.  Good- 
man, Colonel  Davis,  and  IMajor  Leonard,  he  a  Commitlee 
10  take  into  consideration  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  Militia  through- 
out tiie  Continent,  and  to  report  what  is  projier  to  be  done 
by  this  House  relative  to  that  matter  in  this  Colony. 

Joseph  Palmer,  K'-q.,  brought  down  the  Resolve  ap- 
jjointing  a  Committee  to  examine  such  persons  as  come  out 
of  Boston  over  fyinnisimit  Ferry,  and  naming  'Sir.  Jo/in 
Peck  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Kpkraim  Mtnj. 

Read  and  concurred. 

Tlie  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
oVIock.  _ 

Taxl:,y,  August  H,  1775. 

Jonas  Dii,  Es(|.,  was  a'^'ain  returned  a  .Member  from 
the  Town  ol'  IVulthina,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

ilajor  lluwley,  agreeable  to  order,  broll^l]t  in  a  Bill 
declaratory  of  the  right  of  certain  Towns  and  Districts  in 
the  Colony  to  elect  Representatives,  &:c. 

Read  the  first  time. 

Ordered,  To  be  read  again  to-munow  moining  at  ten 
o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Freeman,  Major  llawhij,  i\Ii'. 
Wheeler,  Colonel  Bowers,  and  Captain  Bragdon,  bo  a 
Committee  to  consider  the  Resolves  of  the  late  Provincial 
Congress,  relative  to  ranking  the  Regiments,  Sec,  and 
re])ort  thereon. 

A  ]\Iemorial  of  IVilUam  Hunt,  of  H'ateriown,  relative 
to  sundry  articles  which  belonged  to  Lndy  Frunkland,  was 
read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Dii,  Md'pi  Johnson,  and  Ma- 
jor Inguls. 

Ordered,  That  the  Comniiitee  who  were  appoiiUed  to 
take  care  and  dispose  of  the  Fire-Arms  which  were  in  the 
custody  of  the  Conunittee  of  Safety,  be  a  Committee  to 
deliver  to  Colonel  Xiion  the  Fire-Arms  procured  for  his 
Regiment,  and  lake  receipts  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  be  assign- 
ed to  consider  what  sum  shall  be  levied  upon  the  Iidiabi- 
tants  of  this  Colony  by  tax  the  present  year. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  honourable 
Board,  to  know  if  they  have  passed  upon  the  Bill  li)r  the 
emission  of  Bills  of  Credit  fiir  One  Hundred  Thousand 
Pounds. 

Joseph  Palmer,  Esfjuiie,  came  down  and  informed  the 
House  that  the  honour.ihle  Boaid  have  now  under  consi- 
deration the  Bill  l'o\-  an  emission  of  One  lliiiulred  Thou- 
sand Pounds. 

The  Comniittcc  on  the  Letter  from  Xcirhuri/port,  rela- 
tive to  Bridget  Phillips,  reported.  The  Report  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller,  Capt.  Grcenleaf,  Capt. 
Batchelder,  Deacon  Ran-son,  and  IMajor  Bliss,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  Resolve  of  Congress  relative  to  kill- 
ing Sheep  and  Lambs,  and  re[)ort  what  is  proper  to  be 
done  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  two  Letters  from  Couched:  to  the 
Hon.  John  Cashing,  Esq.,  of  Scitnatc,  one  from  Robert 
Bobbins,  Jun.,  one  from  Thomas  Aijlwin,  and  one  to  the 
Hon.  IVUlinm  Cashing.  Esq.,  from  Lucy  Aijhrin,  be  de- 
livered to  Mr.  Robert  Cashing. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Thompson  and  Colonel  Davis, 
with  such  as  the  honourable  IBoard  shall  join,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  Andrcir  Hamilton,  i)ron',dit  to  this  Coma 
from  Kennebecl:,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with 
him. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold  lie  admitted 
on  the  floor  of  the  House,  to  lay  his  Commission  and  In- 
structions before  the  House.   Which  was  accordingly  done. 

Ca\M.  Jonathan  Gardner,  .]un.,  and  Mi:  Ebenezrr  Put- 
nam, on  the    part  of  the  eountr\-.  and  Mr.  .hh)i  Su'celscr. 


on  the  part  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  were,  in  conjunction 
with  four  gentlemen  a])pointed  by  this  House  on  the  5th 
instant,  appointed  a  Committee  in  the  room  and  stead  of  the 
Connnitiee  of  Safety  of  the  Town  of  Salem,  to  take  care 
of  and  provide  for  the  Poor  of  the  Town  o{ Boston. 

The  Resolve  of  the  House  on  the  Petition  of  the  said 
Committee  of  Safety  being  completed,  with  the  names  of 
said  Committee,  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz: 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Tou  n 
of  Salem,  praying  this  Court  to  excuse  them  from  serving 
as  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Boston, 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  Petitioners  be  so  far 
granted  as  that  they  be  excused  from  making  any  further 
jirovision  for  the  Almshouse  Poor  of  the  said  Town  of 
Boston;  and  that  Mr.  IVilliam  Greenleaf,  Mr.  Laac 
Smith,  Deacon  Gibbons  Sliarpi,  i\Ir.  John  Su-cetser,  Cap- 
lain  IVilliam  Shillaber,  Captain  Jonathan  Gardner,  and 
Mr.  Ebenezcr  Putnam,  be  a  Connnittee  in  the  room  and 
stead  of  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Salem  for  that 
purpose. 

7/1  Council,  August  8,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Resolves  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  relative  to  establishing  a  ^Militia 
throughout  the  Continent,  reported. 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  lunil  the 
next  session  of  this  Court. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Arnold  was  authorized  by  the 
Committee  of  Safety  to  ])rocure  Blankets  for  the  Suldieis 
he  enlisted  on  the  expedition  to  Ticonderoga. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petition  of  Colonel  Arnold ,d.\\i\  the 
Rejiort  thereon,  be  recommitted. 

The  Report  of  Dr.  Il'hitin^-.  relative  to  Saltpetre,  was 
sent  up  to  the  honourable  Board. 

Aflcriioon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Story,  .Mr.  Durfcc,  and  Major 
Brooks,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be 
a  Committee  to  consider  some  method  of  calling  in  tiie 
outstanding  Moneys  due  to  this  Colony. 

A  Petition  of  Colonel  Moses  Little,  setting  forth  that 
several  of  liis  Regiment  have  not  as  yet  received  their 
month's  advance  pay,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Mr. 
Greenleaf,  Colonel  Boivers,  and  iMr.  Johnson. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  moved  for. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  sum  of  Forty  Thousand  Pounds  be 
raised  on  the  polls  and  estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Colony  :  and  likewise  a  sum  sufficient  to  defray  the  cx- 
jienses  of  the  General  Court  the  present  j'car :  And  that 
a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  circumstances 
of  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony,  to  determine  in  what 
maimer  the  taxes  shall  be  laid,  and  to  report. 

Voted,  That  this  Conmiittee  consist  of  one  Member 
from  each  County,  and  that  the  ]\Icmbers  of  each  County 
ai:ree  upon  some  Member  to  nominate  for  the  respective 
Counties:  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  followini; 
gentlemen  were  appointed,  viz  : 

Mr.  Crane  for  Suffolk,  IMajor  Fuller  for  ]\Jiddlesei, 
Mr.  John  Turner  for  Plymouth,  Colonel  Boicers  for  Bris- 
tol, Colonel  JMaynaril  for  ll'orccstcr,  Thomas  Jlicc,  Escj., 
for  Lincoln,  ]Mr.  Greenleaf^  for  Essex,  Major  Hawlcy  for 
Hampshire,  Daniel  Davis,  Esq.  for  Barnstable,  Major 
Goodwin  for  York,  Mr.  Fabyan  for  Cumberland,  Major 
Smith  for  Berkshire. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hopkins  he  directed  to  inqiiire  how 
the  Committee  of  Supplies  have  disposed  of  the  Horse 
antl  Chaise  formerly  Harrison  Gray's,  wdiich  was  used  by 
the  late  Dr.  IVarrcn,  and  came  to  the  hands  of  the  said 
Committee  after  Dr.  Warrens  death. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Story,  Captain  Morton,  and  Mr. 
White  of  Hatfield,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  allowing  Colonel  Arnold  fifty  Shillings  per  month 
for  the  Seamen  he  cmiiloyed  at  Lake  Champlain. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Supplies  relative  to  a 
Resolve  of  this  Court  directing  them  to  supply  Mr.  James 
Minot  with  two  hundred  bushels  of  Corn  for  tiie  use  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Camden,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Mr. 
Woodbridgc.  Mr.   Durfce.  and  Mr.  Davis  oi  Edgecomb. 
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The  Commitiee  on  the  Letter  from  the  Corainitteo  of 
Inspection  of  Dartinuuth  reported. 

The  Report  was  recoinniittetl,  anil  tlie  Committee  in- 
structed to  confine  the  einbiir^^o  therein  mentioned  to 
Whahng  Vessels. 

James  Prencott,  E^r].,  hroni;ht  down  a  f^etter  from  the 
honoui'able  Board,  directed  to  liis  Excellency  General 
l\'itsluii<j:ton,  in  answer  to  one  received  from  him  relative 
to  desertion  of  Soldiers,  &c.,  which  was  read,  agreeable  to 
the  desire  of  the  Board,  and  sent  forward. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  to  ci^^dit  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morniiiL;. 

Wednesday,  August  9,  1775. 

Onkrcd,  That  Captain  Batchchler,  Deacon  Eawson, 
and  l\Ir.  Derby,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  what  sum  is 
necessary  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee  who 
were  appointed  to  provide  for  and  take  care  of  the  Poor 
of  the  Town  oi Boston,  who  may  go  to  the  Town  o(  Salem. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the 
Letter  from  General  JVashingion,  relative  to  Deserters, 
was  read  and  non-concurred,  and  ordered  to  be  recom- 
mitted ;  and  that  Major  Hawleij  and  Colonel  Bowers, 
with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  added  to 
tlie  Committee. 

The  Secretary  came  down  from  the  honourable  Board 
to  request  this  Hiuise  to  send  up  the  Letter  from  General 
IVashlngton,  relative  to  Deserters,  and  General  Green's 
Letter,  relative  to  one  Thomas  Coivdeii ;  which  were  sent 
up  accordingly. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  wliat  sum  was 
necessary  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Conuniitce  to 
take  care  of  and  provide  for  llie  Poor  of  Boston,  reported 
the  sum  of  thiee  hundred  Pounds. 

The  Report  was  accepted,  antl  the  Committee  were  di- 
rected to  bring  in  a  Resolve  directing  the  Receiver-Gene- 
ral to  pay  that  sum  to  said  Committee  accordingly,  who 
I'.'poited  the  following  Resolve  : 

Rcsoh'iJ,  That  the  Receiver-General  be,  and  he  here- 
by is  directed  to  pay  to  Mr.  IVUIiam  GrecnJeaf  three 
hundred  Pounds  out  of  the  publick  Treasui'y  of  this 
Colony,  to  be  applied  for  the  support  of  such  of  the  Poor 
of  the  Town  of  Boston  as  are  or  may  be  removed  from 
said  Boston,  to  the  Hospital  in  Salem,  said  Greenleaf 
i;ivinir  his  Receipt  to  be  accountable  for  the  same  to  lliis 
Court. 

Ill  Council,  August  [),  177.5:   Read  and  concurred. 

M'trhncl  Farley,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  apply  to  the  Colonels  of  the 
several  Regiments,  raised  in  this  Colony,  for  a  List  of  the 
N(in-Commissioned  OUiceis   and    Soldiers   in   each    Regi- 

'"'-'"•  ^  '^  •  "  In  Council,  Anun-.st  tl,  177:.. 

•'The  Commiilee  appointed  to  apply  to  the  Colonels  of 
the  several  Regiments  raised  by  tliis  Colony,  and  to  the 
iMuster- .Masters  and  Paymasters  in  the  Camps  at  Cum- 
hrhlge  and  Roibary,  and  obtain  of  them  a  complete  List 
of  the  i\on-Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  their 
respective  Regiments,  that  such  methods  may  be  pursued 
as  shall  retnove  all  just  grounds  of  complaint,  relative  to 
the  Soldiers  not  having  their  advance  pay,  have  attended 
tiiat  service,  and  beg  leave  to  report,  that  notwithstanding 
application  has  been  made  to  the  Colonels  and  Paymasters 
aforesaid,  by  your  Committee,  and  a  return  having  been 
oidii-ed  by  the  General  to  be  made  by  the  Colonels  as  di- 
rected by  this  Court,  yet  it  has  either  been  neglected  by 
many  of  them,  by  which  your  Committee  are  unable  to 
report  what  numbers  of  them  are  in  the  whole  Eorces 
raised  by  this  Colony,  who  have  not  received  their  advance 
wan-es,  which  delay  causes  great  uneasiness  in  tho=e  Regi- 
ments, at  least  where  the  returns  have  Ijeen  duly  made, 
and  will  soon  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Officers  to 
(juiet  their  men,  unless  the  grounds  of  their  complaint  are 
speedily  removed.  Your  Committee,  therefore,  beg  leave 
to  suggest  whether  if  some  suitable  person  should  be  now 
appointed  and  empowered  to  receive  the  money  out  of  the 
Treasury  and  pay  the  advance  wages  to  those  men  who 
have  not  received  it,  so  fast  as  your  Committee  shall  be 
able  to  ascertain  and  report  to  him  the  numbers  in  each  Regi- 


ment respectively,  and  he  be  diiected  to  take  a  receipt  from 
each  man  he  shall  so  pay,  it  would  not  still  the  present 
uneasiness,  and  seciu'e  the  interest  of  the  Colony. 

"  Bknjami.n  LiiN'CGLN,  per  order." 

Read  and  concurred,  and  Mr.  Richard  Devens  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned. 

The  Report  ol  the  Committee  on  the  subject  of  the 
Letter  from  Dartmouth  was  again  considered,  and  after 
debate  the  question  was  put,  whether  the  Report  be  ac- 
cepted, and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  To  be  recommitted,  and  the  Committee  were 
instructed  to  direct  that  Bond  shall  be  given  that  the  Oil 
and  otlier  etl'ects  produced  from  Whaling  voyages  shall  be 
brought  into  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Freeman,  Major  Johnson,  Mr. 
Phillips,  IMajor  Ilawley,  and  Mr.  Greenleaf,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  what  Offices  are  inconsistent  with  the 
publick  interest,  to  be  held  by  one  person. 

A  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  and  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence of  the  Town  of  Braintrec,  praying  the  direction 
of  the  Couit  with  respect  to  the  Resolves  of  Congress 
relative  to  the  estates  of  the  Refugees,  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  Major  Bliss,  i\L-.  fVatson,  and  Captain  Thatcher. 

Ordered,  Thai  .Alajor  Fuller,  Mr.  fVood,  and  Cainau. 
Die,  be  a  Committee  to  make  up  a  Roll  for  the  payment 
of  the  Repiesentatives. 

The  Connnittee  appointed  to  consider  the  IjOtter  fr(jm 
the  Committee  of  Supplies*  received  yesteiday,  reported 
a  Resolve  directing  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  Mr. 
James  M'liot  the  sum  of  forty  Pounds,  to  pm-chase  tW(j 
hundred  bushels  of  Coin  for  the  Inhabitanlj  of  Camden. 
viz: 

Whereas  this  honoui'able  Court  has  directed  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supplies  to  supply  Jumes  Minot,  one  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  o(  Camden,  with  two  hundred  bushels 
of  Corn,  and  the  Committee  of  Sup|)lies  have  retuined  an 
answer  that  there  is  no  Corn  in  store,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  .Tames  Minnt  have  an  order  on  the 
]Hiblick  Treasury  of  this  Colony  for  the  sum  of  forty 
l-'ounds,  to  purchase  the  abovesaid  ([uaniiiy  of  Corn,  lie 
to  be  accountable  for  the  same  to  this  Court. 

J-{ead  and  accepted. 

//(  Council,  August  9,  1775:    Read  and  concurred. 

Tlie  Bill  deidnratory  of  ihe  right  of  certain  Towns  and 
Districts  in  the  Colony,  to  elect  liepiesentalive^:,  read  the 
second  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  read  again  at  lour  o'clock 
in  the  al'i'.'i'iioon. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  receive  and  rielivoi'  the 
Anns  that  were  in  the  custody  of  the  Committee  ul  Safe- 
ty, were  diiected  to  inquire  of  .Major  Barber  and  ^L . 
Chcccer,  Ordnance  Storekeepers,  what  Arms  they  ha\e 
received  belonging  to  this  Colony,  and  how  they  have  dis- 
posed of  them. 

The  Committee  a'lpointed  to  ngiee  with  some  p:.T<on  'n 
print  the  Journals  of  the  Hotise  rejjorted,  that  they  had 
conferred  with  Mr.  Edes  on  this  subject,  and  that  his  terms 
were  twenty-eight  Shillings  per  sheet.  The  number  to  l)e 
printed  was  five  hundred  :    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  said  Committee  agree  with  Mr.  Edcs  on 
tliose  terms. 

A  Petition  of  the  Rcciiiiting  Officers  in  General  Ward's 
Regiment,  praying  this  Court  to  order  payment  to  them 
of  Ibiu'  Pounds  each,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  late 
Congress,  was  read,  and  conmiitted  to  Deacon  Rau-so.i, 
Captain  Die,  and  Mr.  Crane. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Moses  Little,  who  has  iecei\eil 
from  the   Ordnance  Siore,  in  Cambridge,  lort)--live   Fire- 


municated,  bumg,  Sir,  rcsiioctfully,  your  very  luuuble  ser 
David  Cheevei 
Hononrablo  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reprosontatives. 
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Arms,  which  were  procured  for  Colonel  Xixon's  Regiment, 
in  consequence  of  a  request  from  ilie  Hon.  General  Lee, 
do  return  them  to  the  Commitn^e  appointed  to  receive  and 
dispose  of  the  Arms  collected  from  the  several  Towns  in 
this  Colony. 

In  Council,  Aiiu;usl  9,  \~~') :   Read  and  concurred. 

Afternoon. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Colonel  Arnold, 
(which  was  recommitted,)  re|)oricd  that  the  prayer  of  the 
Petition  be  granted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  on  the  table  the  Re- 
solve for  an  emission  of  One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds. 

The  Secretary  brought  down  the  said  Resolve,  and  laid 
it  upon  the  table  accordingly. 

A  Petition  of  Mr.  Josluia  Fal/ynn,  jiraying  this  Court 
to  order  payment  to  him  of  five  Poimds,  for  a  balance  due 
to  the  Selectmen  of  Scnrlwrotigh,  for  one  hundred  Blan- 
kets procured  for  the  Soldiers  who  were  enlisted  in  that 
Town,  was  read,  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  one  or  more  of  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies be  directed  to  attend  this  House,  to  give  an  account 
of  the  Horse  and  Chaise  lately  the  property  of  Harrison 
dray,  which  was  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Doctor 
IVarrcn,  and  since  his  death  in  the  possession  of  the  said 
Committee. 

Mr.  Benjnmin  Guild  was  returned  a  Member  for  the 
Town  of  iVrenthum. 

Captain  Samuel  Kpea  was  returned  a  Member  for  the 
Town  of  Danvers. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Partridge,  Colonel  Freeman, 
and  Captain  Slone,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Rill  to 
prevent  the  waste  of  Powder  by  firing  at  fowl  or  game  of 
any  kind,  and  marks  ;  and  that  the  Committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  see  that  this  Bill  does  not  extend  to  the  Army. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Cashing,  with  such 
as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  con- 
sider what  is  proper  to  be  done  relative  to  the  receiving 
and  disposing  of  the  Coats  and  other  articles  which  were 
ordered  to  be  procured  for  the  Soldiers  by  the  Resolves  of 
the  late  Provincial  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  IVilliurn  Euslis  be,  and  hereby  is 
directed  imiuediately  lo  deliver  to  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies the  Horse  and  Chaise  which  were  in  the  possession 
of  the  late  Doctor  JVarren,  and  which  formerly  belonged 
to  Harrison  Grai/,  o{  Boston. 

Moses  Gill,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee aj)poiiUed  to  examine  'Slv.  Kdward  Parry ,  \iz: 

-In  Council,  Au^'nst  9,  ITT",. 

"The  Comniiitee  appointed  to  examine  Mr.  Edward 
Parry,  &ic.,  have  attended  that  service,  and,  considering 
his  close  connection  with,  and  dependance  on  persons  em- 
ployed by  the  Crown,  his  disposition  to  supply  our  enemies 
with  masts,  planks,  &c.,  contrary  to  the  known  sentiments 
of  this  people,  and  that  his  being  restrained  from  doing 
it  he  considers  as  acts  of  violence  and  injustice,  all  which 
appear  under  his  own  hand,  beg  leave  to  report,  as  their 
opinion,  that  the  said  Edivard  Parry  be  immediately  sent 
to  some  inland  Town,  which  shall  be  more  than  seventy 
miles  distant  from  all  the  seaports  in  this  Colony,  there 
to  be  detained  and  provided  for  by  the  Selectmen  of  such 
Town,  until  the  furtiier  order  of  this  Court. 

"Benjamin  1>in(  oln,  ^jcr  order. 

"  Read  and  accepted.     Sent  down  for  concurrence." 

Ordered,  That  Major  Ilatr/n,.  Mr.  Story,  and  Colonel 
Freeman,  be  a  Comtuittee  to  hrini;  in  a  iJill  for  an  emis- 
sion of  One  Hundred  Thousand  I'oimds,  agreeable  to  a 
Resolve  which  has  passed  this  ('ourt  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Goodman,  Captain  Parker, 
Major  Hawlcy,  iVFr.  Grecnlcaf,  and  Major  Bliss,  be  a 
Committee  lo  consider  how  and  in  what  manner  those  In- 
habitants of  this  Colony  who  have  removed  from  one  Town 
to  another  shall  be  taxed. 

The  Committee  on  Colonel  Arnold's  Arrounl  reported 
the  following  Resolve  on  the  twoOnler-^  drawn  liv  Colonel 
Urnrdict  Arnold  in  favour  of  Mr.  ./oltn  JIatson.'  \iz  : 


Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-three  Pounds,  eleven 
Shillings,  and  four  Pence  half-petmy,  be  paid  to  John 
Jf'atson,  Esq.,  or  order,  in  full  of  two  Orders  drawn  by 
Colonel  Benedict  Arnold  on  this  Colony,  dated  the  30th 
June  last. 

In  Council,  August  10,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

A  Petition  of  Ebenezcr  Dorr,  praying  to  be  allowed  out 
of  the  publick  Treasury  a  reasonable  allowance  for  a  ton 
and  a  half  of  Hay,  and  a  quantity  of  Grass,  taken  and 
used  by  the  Army  stationed  at  Hoibury,  was  read,  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Hale,  .Mr.  Dickerson,  and  Mr.  Durfee. 

Then   the  House  adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  lo-morrow 


Tliursd.iy,  August  10,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Whiting,  Major  Ely,  and  Major 
Brooks,  he  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  for  the  pur- 
pose of  directing  payment  of  Advance  Wages  to  the  Com- 
missioned Officers. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Grecnlcaf  have  h^ave  to  bring  in 
a  Resolve  directing  the  Receiver-General  to  put  into  his 
hands  so  much  money  as  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  Ad- 
vance \Vages  of  such  sick  and  wounded,  who  are  absent 
from  the  Army,  as  the  said  Grecnlcaf  will  undertake  to 
pay. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Ilawley  be  excused  from  the 
Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  emission  ot 
One  Hundred  Thousand  Poimds  in  Colony  ISotes,  and  that 
Mr.  Cashing  be  appointed  in  his  stead. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Mr.  Fabyan  reported. 
The  Report  was  considered,  and  recommitted,  and  Cap- 
tain Bragdon  and  Captain  Greenleaf  were  added  to  tho 
Committee  ;  and  the  Committee  were  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  facts  relative  thereto,  and  make  report. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  for  pa)-- 
ing  Advance  Wages  to  the  Coimnissioned  OlKcers  re- 
ported.    The  Report  was  recommitted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Letter  from  Dartmouth  again 
reported. 

After  debates  had  thereon,  the  question  was  put,  whe- 
ther said  Report  be  accepted,  and  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

The  former  Report  was  then  resumed,  amendetl,  and 
accepted,  viz  : 

Inasmuch  as  the  time  prefixed  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, prohibiting  all  exportation  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  English  JVest-India  Islands,  is  not  yet  come;  yet, 
as  this  Colony,  in  union  with  the  sister  Colonies  on  this 
Continent,  are  uidiappily  engaged  in  an  unnatural  war  with 
the  Parent  Stale,  it  behooves  us,  under  such  circumstances, 
to  take  all  possible  precaution  that  none  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Colony  supply  those  who  are  seeking  our  ruin  with 
Provisions,  or  any  materials  that  shall  enable  them  to 
execute  their  cruel  designs  against  us: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  froni  and  after  the  fifteenth 
day  of  August,  instant,  no  Ship  or  Vessel  shall  sail  out  of 
any  Port  in  this  Colony  on  any  whaling  voyage  whatever, 
without  leave  first  had  and  obtained  from  the  Great  and 
General  Court  of  this  Colony,  or  from  some  Committee  or 
Committees  or  persons  they  shall  appoint  to  grant  such 
leave;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  honourable 
Board  lo  write  Letters  to  the  several  Assemblies  of  the 
other  Xetr-England  Colonies,  advising  them  to  pass  a 
similar  Resolve,  and  likewise  that  this  Resolve  be  printed 
in  the  several  INewspapers  of  Cambridge  and  IValertown, 
and  in  handbills;  and  that  Captain  Goodman  and  Captain 
Stone,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  a 
Committee  for  getting  the  same  printed  and  dispersed  to 
the  several  seaports  in  this  Colony. 

//(  Comuil,  August  11,  1775:  Read  and  concurred, 
and  Dr.  Taylor  is  joined. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  circumstances  of  the  Soldiers,  with  respect  to  their 
advance  pay,  as  well  those  stationed  on  the  sea-coasts  as 
others,  was  resumed,  and  recommitted  to  Colonel  Freeman, 
Colonel  Boirers,  and  Mr.  Davis. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Batchelder,  Colonel  TJiompson, 
and   Major  Cross,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  subject 
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of  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Foster,  of  Gloucester,  for  an  ad- 
diiional  Force  and  supply  of  Ammunition  for  llie  defence 
of  that  Town. 

John  Adams,  Esq.,  brought  down  liie  Bill  for  anniilhng 
the  Commissions  of  the  several  Officers,  civil  and  military, 
in  this  Colony,  with  a  new  Draught  thereof,  and  the  follow- 
ing order  of  Council  thereon,  viz: 

In  Council,  August  10,  1775:  Read  and  concurred,  as 
taken  into  a  new  Draught. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Resolve  appointing  a  Committee  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  waste  of  Powder,  be  recon- 
sidered, and  that  said  Committee  be  directed  to  bring  in  a 
Resolve  for  that  purpose. 

An  Account  of  Stephen  Barret,  of  the  charge  of  carry- 
ing a  Prisoner  from  Concord  to  Mr.  Jarnes  Boicc's,  of  Chi- 
ton, was  read,  and  Mr.  Barret  had  leave  to  withdraw  the 
same. 

Colonel  Prescott  brought  down  a  nmnber  of  Letters 
found  on  board  the  vessels  taken  at  Machias,  which  were 
committed  for  revision  to  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Partridge, 
and  Mr.  Crane. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Advertisement 
calling  on  all  persons  who  have  paid  Moneys  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Treasurer  Gardner,  to  produce  a  duplicate  or  copy 
of  his  Receipt  therefor  into  the  Secretary's  Ofiico,  re- 
ported. The  Report  was  ordered  to  he  till  to-morrow 
morning.  

Afternoon. 

An  Account  o(  Jonas  Dix,  Esq.,  for  forty-five  days'  time 
employed  in  administering  the  Oath  to  Otiicers  and  Sol- 
diers of  the  Massachusetts  Army,  was  read,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

The  Committee  appointed  in  the  forenoon  to  consider 
the  subject  of  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Foster,  of  Glouces- 
ter, reported  : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stori/  and  Captain  Goodman,  with 
such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee 
to  wait  on  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  and  confer 
with  him  on  the  propriety  and  manner  of  supplying  the 
Town  of  Gloucester  with  Ammunition  and  Men  for  their 
defence  in  their  present  exigence,  and  to  inquire  particu- 
larly with  regard  to  a  Company  raised  by  Captain  John 
Lane,  part  of  which  are  now  in  the  Camp  at  Cambridge. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker,  Colonel  Freeman,  and 
IMajor  Hawlei/,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Boai'd  shall 
join,  be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  his  Excellency  Gen- 
eral Jf'ashington  on  the  subject  of  a  number  of  Letters 
brought  from  Machias. 

Michael  Farley,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  the 
Connnittee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  take  into  consi- 
deration a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  General  Washing- 
ton, with  one  enclosed  from  General  Greene,  relative  to  one 
Thomas  Cowden,  of  Fitchburgh,  who  has  been  soliciting 
an  office  in  the  Army :  "..  j^  Council,  Anfust  10,  177:..  ^ 

"The  Committee  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly  appoint- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  with  one  enclosed  from  General 
Greeiie,  representing  that  one  Captain  Thomas  Cotvden,  of 
Fitchburgh,  hath  been  soliciting  an  office  in  the  Army  of 
tiie  United  Colonies  raised  for  the  defence  of  American 
liberty,  and  that  he  hath  invariably  opposed  every  measure 
pursued  for  tlie  restoration  of  our  violated  privileges,  espe- 
cially when  the  veins  of  our  heroick  countrymen  were  in- 
humanly opened  at  Lexington  and  Concord,  he  exerted 
himself  in  preventing  that  succour  and  relief  which  justice 
immediately  called  for,  having  taken  said  Letters  and  the 
evidences  against  him  into  consideration,  and  given  the  said 
Cou'den  fair  hearing  in  defence,  do  find  it  clearly  proved 
that  the  said  Cowden  hath  heretofore  been  a  constant  op- 
poser  of  the  publlck  measures  taken  for  the  security  of  our 
violated  rights,  so  far  as  he  conveniently  could,  whereby 
he  hadi  forfeited  the  attention  and  confidence  of  his  Town, 
and  they  have  justly  considered  him  as  inimical  to  his 
Country ;  and  notwithstanding  he  professes  a  full  convic- 
tion of  his  past  errours  and  misconduct,  the  most  sincere 
contrition  for  the  same,  a  hearty  friendship  for  his  Country, 
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willingness  to  risk  life  and  fortune  in  its  defence,  hum- 
bly imploring  forgiveness  of  the  General  Assembly  and  his 
Country,  and  in  the  most  solemn  manner  promises  amend- 
ment and  reformation,  the  sincerity  of  which  hath,  in  some 
measme,  of  late  been  evidenced  by  an  apparent  friendly 
exertion  with  his  countrymen,  and  a  kind  entertainment  of 
the  soldiery,  and  especially  by  discovering  a  great  abhor- 
rence of,  and  indignation  against  that  grand  deceiver  and 
betrayer  of  his  Country,  wliose  name  and  letters  are  equal- 
ly execrated  by  all  good  men,  yet  the  absolute  necessity 
of  taking  the  most  effectual  care  that  the  Army  be  sup- 
plied with  no  officer  but  of  known  integrity  and  well  ap- 
proved friendship  for  the  liberties  of  this  Country,  as  well 
as  of  martial  abilities  and  good  courage,  induce  us  to  forbear 
recommending  him  as  a  person  at  present  fit  to  be  intrusted 
with  a  commission  in  the  service  ;  nevertheless,  we  hum- 
bly apprehend,  the  voluntary  confession  by  himself  made, 
and  herewith  exhibited,*  his  solemn  engagements  to  behave 
well  for  the  future,  and  his  late  kindness  to  the  soldiery, 
being  some  evidence  of  a  reformation,  render  it  safe  and 
l)roper  that  he  should  be  released  from  his  present  confine- 
ment, and  allowed  to  return  to  bis  family  and  estate  in 
peace,  and  tliat  he  ought,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to 
the  forgiveness  and  protection  of  his  countrymen ;  and 
that  a  copy  of  this  Report  be  given  to  said  Cowden,  for  his 
own  security  against  the  further  resentment  of  the  publick 
for  bis  past  offences,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  publish  the 
same,  with  his  confession,  if  he  sees  fit ;  and  that  a  copy 
hereof  be  sent  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  in 
answer  to  his  Letter,    ,,,,,  c-  .     ,, 

"  VValtek  bpooNER,  ^cr  or</e?-. 
Read  and  concurred. 

The  new  draught  of  a  Bill  for  annulling  the  Commis- 
sions of  the  Civil  and  Military  OlKcers  in  tlje  Colony, 
brought  down  from  the  honourable  Board  in  the  forenoon, 
was  read,  and  concurred,  with  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock,  be 
assigned  to  take  into  consideration  the  Contract  made  by 
the  Committee  of  Supplies  with  certain  persons,  for  Beef 
for  the  Army;  and  that  the  Committee  of  Supplies  be 
notified  to  attend  at  that  time. 

A  Petition  of  the  several  Committees  of  the  Townships 
of  Gouldsborough,  Narraguagus,  jSumbtr-Four,  and  Plea- 
sant River,  relative  to  the  distressed  situation  of  those 
Towns,  fee,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Major  Hodges, 
Mr.  Hoivard,  and  Major  Brooks. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  at  what  rates  Team- 
sters should  transport  the  Poor  oi'  Boston  and  Charlestou-n, 
and  their  effects,  reported.  The  Report  was  read,  and 
accepted,  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
lick  Treasury  unto  the  Teamsters,  or  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  shall  transport  or  carry  any  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town 
of  Boston,  and  also  of  Charlestoivn,  and  their  effects,  to 
any  place  whatsoever,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  the  late 
Congress,  after  the  rates  following,  viz;  For  every  person 
upwards  of  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  is  unable  to  travel, 
after  the  rate  of  three  Pence  a  mile  ;  for  every  person 
from  twelve  to  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  is  unable  to 
travel,  after  the  rate  of  two  Pence  a  mile  ;  and  for  every 
person  under  the  age  of  twelve  years,  who  is  unable  to 
travel,  one  Penny  a  mile;  and  that  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  for  transporting  the  goods  and  effects  of  all  such  poor 
persons  after  the  rate  of  one  Shilling  per  ton  a  mile;  and 
that  the  honourable  the  Council  be  desired  to  give  orders 

*  Whereas  I,  Thomas  Cowden,  of  Fitchhurgh,  in  the  County  of  Wor. 
fester,  have  been,  by  many  good  people  of  this  Province,  accused  of 
being   iniiuicMl  In  ,iiy  Country  ;  for  the  removal  of  which   accusation, 

dently.  1  I        !    i     !■      i  i  l.wmg  hands  under  me  to  \\'"  I,     i.ii'    r..i  :  .  i 

Fast   li' Ill,'  Association  o{  Boston    Mi  :  .'i!.    i;, 

speakin-  .;i ' .'     '.'.   -I    ihr  C.uutv  Cuiigress  at  11".,,-..;,,.  ,„  \,|,„  I, 

Ihcy  rccoiuiiico.lr.l  to  |i  ,.;,;,■  n.ii  I,  ■  i.r  llicks's  and  .W;//,s-'s  Paper. 
3d.  By  endeavouring  to  In.i.i'  .  i .. ,  ,-  .  oiis,  who  were  at  work  nt  t* 
frame  for  me,  to  go  down    '    ii,       ■'■■    ,,i     h.  k   alarm  was  at  Z,cxing-/o?i. 

4th.  By  not  snlTic  i.'iitly.  , -    to  sign  the  Covenant.    5th. 

By  b.'iiiu  t,i,.  I,  I    I  \v  I  .:    ,1    I  )lli  regard  to  the  liberties  ol' 

llie  Couiii  I  v  I,,  I.;  II. I  !  ,11  I  ..  liny;  beg  the  forgiveness  of 
the   hi.n,    ,         .1;  h  ';   [.icsentatives,  and  of  ,-11  the 

good  [.,  -  1  ,  ,,'  ;  .  I  ii;;i,,  Ml  I  ■,  iieen  aggrieved  or  offended 
tlierehy,  and,  m  jiisticr  to  uiysiif.  must  s.iy,  that  in  tiiese  things  I  erred 
through  judgment,  not  will;  and  am  now  ready  to  convince  the  world 
of  this  solemn  declaration,  not  only  by  word  and  interest,  but  even 
exposing  my  life  itself,  if  my  Country  calls  me  thereto. 

Thomas  Cowden. 


323  MASSACHUSETTS  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  AUGUST,  1775.  324 

on  (lie  Treasury  to  tlie  several  persons  lliai  liave  been,  or         Tlie   Commiitee    having   agreed    upon  a   Report,   tlie 

shall  be  einpkn  ed  in  thai  service,  for  their  respective  de-  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair,  when  liie  Committee,  by  their 

inands,  after  the  rates  aforesaid,  they  producing  certificates  Chairman,  the   Hon.  Jerathmiel  Bowers,  Esq.,  reported 

agreeable  to  the  Resolves  or  (Jrder  of  Congress.  verbally;  and  Mr.  Fariridge,  Colonel  Bowers,  and  Major 

In  Council,  Amrnst  II,  1775:   Read  and  concurred.  Bliss,  were  appointed  to  reduce  the  same  to  writing. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight         The  Speaker  desired  leave  of  absence  until  IVedr^tsday 

o'clock.  next.  

,.  . ,    ,    A    „  ^,  11    ]--5  Afiornoon. 

.  .     r-vi      r  ;      ri?  c '/-'        7      /  f     „ ,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Bowers  be  of  the  Committee 

An  Account  of  i\lr../o/iM  i'o/som,  of  Gcce;i/n/if/,  lor  en-  ■  .    ,   .         •.         /->  i   rf    j  •     .       .  r        -.i 

,  ^,  .       ,  r         ,1      r'     .        J  appointed   to  wait  on  ueneral   /»  «5/((h"-^o)j.  to  conler  with 

tertainin". several  (  ompanies  that  came  from  the  bastward,  ,'.  '  ,  ,.  ,.  ,         ri  i  i      /• 

r        I  ■       1  .     .1     1"  •..  A  ,J  him  on  the  subiect  ot  a  number  of   Letters  brou"ht  from 

was  read,  and  committed  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Accounts.  si    ,  •       •     .,    ■'  r  .i      c       i  i        . 

'  JSlnchias,  in  the  room  ol  the  speaker,  absent. 
Charles   Chaunaj,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of         Sanl  up  for  concurrence, 
the  Committee  of  both  Houses,  apiiointed  to  consider  what  r^    ,       ,    n-,         i       /^m    i       r    i       ii  cr  ■  . 

,       ,  ,    .         ',,''  •  ■  1   ,-        •    ,  Ordered,   That    the   (  leik   of  the    House   officiate   as 

IS  proijcr  to  be  done  relative  to  the  receiving  and  disposing  o       i        j     •        i       i  r.i      l;       i 

r  .1      /^     .         1     .1  .-I         1-1  I  ,.„j  t„  i,„  Jbpeaker,  during  the  absence  ol  the  .'5|)eLiker. 

of  the  (oats  and  other  artic  es  w  iicli  were  ordered  to  be        '/-,,.    rr.?       ai       ;        t    hi     i        ,r  •  .  r^i    i 

.  ,.       ,      e  ,  ,■         0        1  f  ij       I  •    .  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Josiph  ll/icdir  olhciate  as  Clerk 

procured  for  the  Soldiers,  kc..  bv  way  of  Kesolve,  viz:  r     ,\  ■ 

The  Coinmitiee  appointed  bv'both  Houses,  the  9th  in-  '°''  ""^  ^^""^  '""«• 
slant,  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  relative  to  the  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  aitend  the 

receiving   and   disposing  of  the  Coats  and  other  articles  Hou^e. 

which  were  ordered  to  he  jntHured  for  the  Soldiers,  by  the  The  Treasurer  having  attended,  it  was 

Resolves  of  the  late  Piovineial  Congress,  beg  leave  to  re-  Oidercd,  That  he  be  directed  to  examine  his  Books,  in 

port  by  wav  of  Resolve  :  order  to   see  what   part   of  the  One   Hundred  Thousand 

Resolved,  That  iMajor  Fuller,  Mr.  Jf'atson,  and  Captain  Pounds  which  he  was  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the  Colo- 

Brown,  be,  and   they  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  ny  has  been  received. 

to  receive  Coats,  IJiccches,  Shirts,  Shoes,  and  Stockings,  Benjamin  Greenlerif,  Esq.,  brought  down  tlie  Bill  lor 
in  lieu  of  t!ie  Committee  of  Supplies,  which  the  inhabit-  annulling  the  Commissions  of  the  Ci\il  and  Military  Oifi- 
aiits  of  this  Colony  are  now  jiroviding,  in  consequence  of  cers  in  the  Colony,  concurred  with  by  the  honourable 
certain  Resolves  of  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  entered  Board;  but,  by  direction  of  the  Board,  he  proposed  some 
into  June  29tli  and  JulyM);  and  said  Committee  are  amendments  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
hereby  invested  with  nil  the  poweis  given  to  the  Commit-  'pi,^  Committee  on  the  I\lemorial  of  JrHliam  Hunt,  re- 
tee  of  Supplies  111  said  Resolves.  spccting  some  of  Lady  Frmikland's  Goods,  reported  facts 

B' solved,  That  the  said  Committee  be,  and  they  hereby  ^^  collected  from  and  agreed  to  bv  the  Memorialist  and  the 

are  directed   to  receive,  from   the  Committee  ol  Supplies,  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  JiVtertown,  which  are  as  fol- 

Battous  provided  by  them  for  said  Coats,  and  to  cause  the  |q^^  g   ^.j^  . 

same  to  be  buttoned  accordingly;  also,  to  be  divided  into  ^1,31  t'i,e,.g  j^  ^ne  Gun,  one  Flask,  and  one  Hanger, 

parcels  suflicient  for  a  Regiment,  and  shaded  as  nearly  as  „o^,,  j,,  ii,g  possession  of  said  Selectmen,  which  were  in  the 

possible  for  uniforms;  and  they  are  hkeui^e  empowered  10  cj.stody  of  Lady  Frcinkland,  and  said   by  her  to  be  the 

draw  oil  the  puhlick  Treasury,  for  defra)  in-  the  charges  of  property  of  Mr.  Crumurll,  which  thev  have  not  delivered 

bulloning,  as  aforesaid,  and  to  wait  tlie   kiillier  order  of  j^  3,,^  person.  Jona's  DiX,  per  order. 

this  Court  lor  deli\  cry  of  the  same.  /->'  i       7    mr         11  ■       j  /-<     j    1,     1      .  • 

,,      ,     ,    r.-,,    .  .1      <•■  •..  ■   .    1  1      .1  „  1  .  Ordered,    1  hat   the  abovementioned  Goods  be  kept  in 

Resolved,    1  hat  the  Committee  apnoiiilcil   bv  Ihc  late  ,  .'        ,■  ,      o  .  <•«/..  -u    1     r 

Provincial  Congress  to  collect  Shirts,  Bieeehes  St,.ekin,-,  "^'  P"<^f  ^-'".n  "'  '  '^  Selectmen  of  fVatertoion,  till  the  fur- 

and   Shoes,  as  aforesaid,  he,  and  they  hereby  are  directed  'I"''-  "'"''^'^  °'  ^'"'^  "«"^'''- 

to  make  returns  to  the  Committee  now  appointed,  of  the  Ordered,  That  Mr.   Singlelary  be  on  the  Committee 

liaiticular  quantities  of  each  of  said   articles  by  them  pur-  Tor  supplying  the  Town  of  Glonccsttr  with  Men  and  Am- 

chased,  together  with  the   prices,  and  the  names  of  the  numilion,  in  the  room  of  Captain  Batchelder. 
persons  whom  they  have  paid  for  the  same.  The  I\e|)ort  of  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  a  num- 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  now  appointed  be,  and  her  of  Recruiting   Ollicers  in  General  Ward's  Regiment, 

they  hereby  are  directed  to  ficliver  to  each  Captain  of  the  Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Forces  established   by  this  Colony,  and   now  under  com-  0,v/c7tJ,  That  Colonel  Orne,Mr.  Cushin2:,m.  Slory, 

iiianil  of  his  Excellency  General  II  ashin,i(ton,  &ic.,  a  pro-  (j,,pt;,in   Slone,  and   iMajnr  Johnson,  he  a  Committee  to 

portion    of  the    Breeches,   Shirts,   Stockings,  and    Shoes,  ,^,,,,^^,  ^^^^^^  amendments  in  the  Resolve  relative  to  the  re- 

which  they  shall  leceive  in  consequence  ol  their  appoint-  ^^.j^j^^  of  Clothing  for  the  use  of  the  Annv. 
ineiit,  and  to  take  receipts  for  the  same,  in  the  form  fol-  °  .    c  i     f         ■..  •  .   '1  .  r       •  1 

I     ,    '_  '  I  he  Report  ol  the  Coinnuttee  appointed  to  confer  with 

'""  ■  "Watortown 1775.  General  U'dshins^lon,  \\\ih  respect  to  supplying  the  Town 

"•^■•'^eivcd   ol ,  a  Committee  of  the  (.eneral  ,,,-  (,■/,,„„,,,;.  „^i,|,    Aien   and   Ammunition.     Read,  and 

A->;i'ii.hly  of    Musmrhiisetts  (  olony, Shirt'^,   at  pomniitted  to  the  Committee  appointed  yesterday  to  con- 

•   •   ■   ■   •' Bieeches,  at  .   .   .   .   .; sider  the  request  of  Mr.  i-'o.s/f?- on  that  account. 

^'"""■'  ''^ '  •""^' Stockings,  at  .  .   .   .  .;  rp|jg  Committee  having  reported,  the  Report  was  read, 

the  who].,  amounting  to  .       .   .   . ;  wjiich  1  promise  to  dis-  j,„,e„f|e,i,  and  accepted. 

t.ihnie  anioim-^t  the  iNon-Commissioned  Olhcers  and   Sol-  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Supplies  be  directed 

,i|ris  „|   my  Company,  and   to  deduct  the  amount  thereof  ,^  ^j^ij^.^^  ,1,^^,^   hundred  weiubt  of  I'owder,  out  of  that 

f,,.,n  Uhu  uages,  respectively,  on  making  up  the  muster-  ^y,,j^,,   ,,3^  ^,^  „„y   ,^5   fust  brought   in   from   the  several 

'" ''•  ,  ,         •  ,      ,  Towns,  three  hundred  Shot  of  nine  ]ionnds  weight,  three 

W  hi.'h  Keeeipl.  sluill  be  all  taken  and  kept  in  one  book,  i,„„^,^,,|   shot  suitable  for  a  swivel  gun  of  small"  size,  and 

acopyoi  which  shall  be  delivered  to  the  1  aymaster-Gene-  ^^^   hundred  weight  of  Grape   Shot,  to  Captain   Joseph 

ral  of  the  Continental  Army  for  the  time  being,  that  he  may  p^^,^,^.^  f„^  ,|,e  .Jdence  of  the  Town  of  Gloucester,  he 

examine  the  same,  in  order  to  be  satisfied  that  proper  de-  „j^-„„  .,  ^^-^  ;„  i,el,alf  of  said  Town,  to  be  accountable 

ductions  shall  have  been  made  accordingly.  J-^^  ,,;;  ^.^^^_      A,,„^ 

Read  and  accepted.  Resolved,  That  the  honourable  the  Council  be  desired 

Benjamin  Chadbourne,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Report  of  to  order  the  Company  raised  by  Captain  John  Lane,  pari 

the  Committee  of  both   Houses  a])|)oiiited  to  wait  on   his  of  which  is  now  at  Caniliridice,  to  march  immediately  to 

Excellency  General  H'ashinglon,  to  conli-r  with   him  on  67o)7Cf.?^r,  there  to  remain,  for  the  defence  of  that  or  any 

the   propriety  of  su|)plying  the  Town  of  Gloucester  with  of  the  adjacent  |)laces  which  may  be  attacked  by  our  ene- 

Men  and  Ammunition.  mies,  vintil   further  orders,  and  to  be  under  the  directions 

The  Order  of  the  Day  moved  for.  'ind  command  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the 

After  some   debate   oii    the   mailer  refnred.  llie   Hou-e  Town  of  ^i7oi7rt.??C)-,  and   to   be  under  the  same  regulation 

re.solved  itseUinto  a  Commitlee  of  tne  W  liole  Hoii,>e,  and  with  the  Forces  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  sea-coaM. 
the  Speaker  left  the  Chan.  In  Council.  August  1-2,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 
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Then  the  House  adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morn  in  <j. 


A  Memorial  from  the  Town  ol'  Sdlcin.  Read,  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Gerry,  Deacon  Rawsou,  and  Colonel 
Onie. 

Ordered,  That  the  Memorial  of  the  Selectmen  of  the 
Town  of  Salem,  respecting  the  replacing  of  the  Powder 
which  they  had  lent  to  the  Colony,  be  committed  to  the 
aforementioned  Committee. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appoinlcd  to  draw  up  a 
Resolve  to  prevent  the  needless  expense  of  Gunpowder, 
was  read  and  accepted. 

Whereas  there  has  been  a  fretjuent  firing  of  small-arms 
in  divers  parts  of  this  Colony,  whereby  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants have  been  needlessly  alarmed,  and  much  Ammuni- 
tion unnecessarily  expended:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  recommended  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  not  to  fire  a  gun  at  beast, 
bird,  or  mark,  without  real  necessity  therefor;  and  it  is 
recommended  to  the  Selectmen  and  Committees  of  Cor- 
respondence and  Inspection  in  the  several  Towns  and  Dis- 
tricts in  this  Colony,  to  use  their  endeavours  that  the  spirit 
of  this  Resolve  be  strictly  and  faithfully  adhered  to,  and 
that  this  Resolve  be  published  in  the  several  newspapers. 

In  Council,  August  12,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

The  Petition  of  Mr.  DoUiver,  one  of  the  Selectmen  of 
the  Town  of  Marbhhead,  was  read  ;  and 

Ordered,  That  the  Petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  Petition. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  Recruiting  Officers  in  General  Ward's  Regiment, 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  attend  the 
■House,  to  inform  the  House  if  the  honourable  Board  have 
passed  upon  the  Resolve  respecting  the  Commissary- 
GeneTars  supplying  the  Army  with  Provision,  without 
having  regard  to  any  contract  of  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  three  ]K'rsons  be  chosen 
by  ballot,  to  receive  the  Clothing  for  the  Army,  collected 
agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  Congress  of  the  19th  of 
June  and  the  9th  oi  July,  and  that  three  o'clock  this  after- 
noon be  the  time  assigned  for  that  service. 

Michael  Farley,  Esq.,  brought  down  from  the  honoura- 
ble Board  the  Resolve  of  the  Committee  of  both  Houses, 
respecting  Andrew  Hamilton,  viz: 

"In  Council,  August  11,  1775. 

"The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  examine 
one  Andrew  Hamilton,  taken  up  at  Kcnnebeck,  on  suspi- 
cion of  affording  supplies  to  our  enemies,  beg  leave  to 
report:  That  tlie  said  Hamilton  appears  to  be  a  crafty, 
designing  person,  formerly  held  a  commission  under  the 
Crown,  does  not  give  any  good  reason  for  his  taking  pas- 
sage for  Boston,  and  has  been  very  officious  in  prying  into 
the  management  of  the  publick  affairs  of  this  Colony. 
Your  Committee,  for  these  reasons,  are  of  opinion  he 
should  be  sent  to  Springfeld  Jail,  to  have  the  liberty  of 
the  yard  during  his  good  behaviour,  otherwise  to  be  put 
under  close  confinement,  there  to  remain  until  further  in- 
formation can  be  obtained  respecting  him,  or  he  be  dis- 
charged by  order  of  this  Court. 

"  Chs.  Chaincy,  j?(r  order." 

Read  and  concurred. 

The  Treasurer  having  acquainted  the  House  that  a  large 
part  of  the  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds  whicli  he  was  to  bor- 
row on  the  credit  of  the  Colony  had  not  been  received — 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gardner  be  directed  to  inquire  of 
Mr.  Revere,  how  long  before  he  can  strike  ofl'any  number 
of  the  Bills  he  was  ordered  by  this  House  to  print. 

Mr.  Gardner  reported  that  Mr.  Revere  would  not  be 
able  to  strike  oft"  any  of  the  Bills  aforementioned  until 
Thursday  or  Friday  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Revere  be  directed  to  strike  off  five 
hundred  more  Blanks  for  Province  Notes,  and  that  Mr. 
Gardner  be  directed  to  inform  him  of  this  order. 

The  Bill  for  vacatinir  the  Commissions  of  the  Civil  and 


Military  Officers  was  read.  The  new  Draught  passed,  wiili 
amendments. 

The  Bill  declaratory  of  the  right  of  the  Towns  and  Dis- 
tricts to  send  Rejiieseniatives  to  the  General  Coml. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  recommitted,  to  have  a  clause 
inserted  relative  to  the  unconstitutional  restrictions  of  the 
Towns  o(  Newbury  and  Newburypori,  and  tlien  passed  to 
be  engrossed. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Bowers,  Major  Hawley,  Mr. 
Johnson,  Mr.  Gardner,  and  Colonel  Freeman,  Le  a  Com- 
mittee to  carry  it  up  to  the  Boaid. 

The  Committee  who  were  appointed  to  reduce  to  writ- 
ing the  verbal  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  yesterday,  relative  to  the  contract  of  the  Commiilee 
of  Supplies  for  Beet',  reported.      Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  Massachusetts  Army,  raised  for 
the  defence  of  American  liberty,  is  now  become  part  of  the 
Continental  Army,  that  therefore  all  contracts  made  by  our 
Committee  of  Su|)plies,  for  victualling  said  Massachusetts 
Army,  are  terminated  ;  and  the  Commissary-General  of 
said  Continental  Army  is  to  be  considered  at  liberty  to 
purchase  supjihes  for  victualling  said  Army,  of  such  per- 
sons and  in  such  way  and  manner  as  he  shall  see  fit. 

In  Council,  August  14,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Goodman,  Colonel  Thompson, 
and  Mr.  Setvall,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  what  method 
shall  be  taken  to  convey  to  Ncwburyport  the  Stores  ortler- 
ed  for  Deer-Island. 

Joseph  Palmer,  Esq.,  came  down  with  a  Message  from 
the  Board,  desiring  that  the  Contract  of  the  Committee  of 
Supplies  with  the  Butchers  might  be  sent  up  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  honourable 
Board,  to  acquaint  them  that  the  House  are  not  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Contract  which  the  Committee  of  Supplies  made 
with  the  Butchers. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  both  Houses,  with  re- 
spect to  Edward  Parry,  was  read  and  concurred,  viz  : 

"In  Council,  August  9,  1775. 

"  The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  Mr.  Edward 
Parry,  JkLc,  have  attended  that  service,  and  considering 
his  close  connection  with  and  dependance  on  persons  em- 
ployed by  the  Crown,  his  ilisposilion  to  supply  our  enemies 
with  masts,  plank,  &c.,  contrary  to  the  known  sentiments 
of  this  people,  and  that  his  being  restrained  from  doing  it 
he  considers  as  acts  of  violence  and  injustice,  all  which 
appear  under  his  own  hand,  beg  leave  to  report,  as  their 
opinion,  that  tlie  said  Edward  Parry  be  immediately  sent 
to  the  Town  of  Sturbridge,  in  this  Colony,  there  to  be 
detained  anil  provided  for  by  the  Selectmen  of  that  Town, 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Court ;  and  if,  on  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  he  shall  presume  to  leave  said  Town  of 
Sturbridge,  unless  by  order  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  be  taken 
and  put  under  close  confinement,  until  the  further  order  of 


lis  Court. 


Benj.  Lincoln,  per  order." 


The  Petition  from  Deer-Island,  presented  to  ilie  late 
Congress,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Captain  Park\r, 
Major  Howard,  and  Mr.  ff'oodbridge. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Freeman,  Mr.  Story,  Deacon 
Rawson,  Colonel  Grout,  and  Captain  Stone,  with  such  as 
the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  con- 
sider what  method  can  be  taken  to  obtain  the  release  of 
those  Inhabitants  of  Boston  who  are  now  in  jail  in  that 
Town. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
what  method  can  be  taken  to  obtain  the  release  of  those 
Inhabitants  of  Boston  who  are  now  in  jail,  be  also  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  the  Letters  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Greenleaf,  and  to  confer  with  him,  and  the  rest  of 
the  Committee  of  which  he  is  a  member,  upon  the  subject 
of  the  intelligence  he  has  to  communicate. 

Orf/eret/,  That  the  Messenger  of  the  House  be  directed 
to  take  into  custody  Mr.  Mills,  late  a  Printer  in  Boston, 
and  liring  him  before  the  House  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  Joseph  Otis,  who  has  lately  acted  as  a 
Slierilf  in  Boston,  under  the  late   Act  of  Parliament   for 
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altering  the  Goveinnient  of  this  Colony,  be  directed  to  at- 
tend the  House. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Messeno;er  of  the  House  be  directed 
to  enjoin  the  said  Mills  and  Oils,  upon  tlieir  honour,  not 
to  leave  the  Town  until  they  have  liberty  from  the  Court. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Major  i/«(i'/ci/,  Colonel  Freeman,  Cap- 
tain Partridge,  Captain  Goodman,  and  Colonel  Grout,  he 
a  Comtnittue  to  pass  any  further  examination  upon  Mills 
and  Otis,  which  they  shall  think  proper. 

Mr.  dishing  brought  down  from  the  Board  a  Letter 
from  his  Excellency  General  JVashinglon,  concerninij  the 
state  of  the  Army  and  the  propriety  of  fitting  out  Priva- 
teers. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Sawyer,  Colonel  Cu./iing,  and 
Mr.  Cusliiiig,  with  such  as  the  honourable  IJourd  shall 
join,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  aforementioned  Let- 
ter, and  report  thereon. 

Then  iho  House  adjourned  till  lo-morrow  morning,  nine 


vSjbl)atIi-(iay,  August  13,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pills  be  sent  to  the  honourable 
Hoard,  to  inquire  of  them  whether  they  shall  have  any 
iliing  t(j  lay  before  the  House  before  the  time  for  publick 
worship. 

Mr.  Pitts  returned,  and  reported  that  he  had  done  the 
[Message. 

Afternoon. 

Moses  Gill,  Esq.,  brought  down  from  the  Board  the 
Resolve  of  the  Committee  of  both  Houses,  in  consequence 
of  General  JVashingtoiis  Letter  respecting  desertion  from 
l''°^""y-  "  In  Connci!,  August  13,  1775. 

"  Whereas  it  is  made  evident  to  this  Court,  that  many 
Non-Commlssioned  Oflicers  and  Soldiers,  belonging  to  the 
Continental  Army,  do  absent  themselves  from  their  duty, 
and  that  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  divers  of  them  are 
employed  in  their  own  private  business  while  they  are 
drawing  pay  from  the  publick,  and  all  the  measures  hither- 
to used  have  been  ineffectual  to  prevent  such  base  and  per- 
nicious practices  :  Therefore,  in  order  to  reform  this  mis- 
chief and  abuse, 

"//  is  Resolved,  That  the  Coniniittces  of  C'on'cspondcncc 
for  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony,  and  the  Selectmen, 
where  such  Committees  are  not  chosen,  be  and  hereby  are 
flii'ected  and  enjoined  to  make  careful  and  diligent  inquiry, 
froni  time  to  time,  whether  there  be  any  JNon-Connnissioned 
Officers  or  Soldiers,  within  their  resi)ective  Towns,  belong- 
ing to  the  said  Army;  and  if  any  such  shall  be  found,  that 
they  bring  them  to  a  strict  and  impartial  examination,  upon 
what  account  they  left  the  Army,  by  whose  leave,  and  for 
what  time ;  and  to  require  all  such  as  have  no  furloughs, 
or  whose  furloughs  are  otU,  and  have  no  real  impediment 
of  sickness,  to  return  to  their  duty  immediately  ;  and  in 
case  they  neglect  it,  that  such  Committees  or  Selectmen 
do,  without  fail  or  delay,  send  an  account  of  their  names, 
the  Company  and  Regiment  to  which  they  belong,  and  the 
])laees  wlierc  they  are  lurking,  to  his  Excellency  General 
IVashinglon,  that  such  infamous  deserters  and  defrauders 
of  the  publick  may  not  go  unpunished.  And  it  is  strongly 
recommended  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  to  be 
aiding  and  assisting  to  their  said  Cbmmiltees  and  Select- 
men in  the  execution  of  this  Resolve,  and  that  they  by  no 
means  countenance,  harboiu',  or  conceal,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  give  information  of  all  such  delinquents  to  the  said 
Conuiiittees  or  Selectmen  ;  and  also  to  the  said  Committees 
and  Selectmen,  that  they  be  vigilant  and  faithful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  this  trust. 
"  To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  the  Town  of  .  . 

"And  his  Excellency  General  Washington  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  give  orders  that  the  foregoing  Resolve  he  posted 
up  in  such  publick  places  in  the  Camps  as  to  him  shall 
seem  proper,  that  the  soldiery  of  the  Army  may  he  excited 
to  take  into  their  consideration  the  baseness,  fraud,  and 
villany  of  the  abovementioned  practice;  that  they  may 
thereby  be  made  sensible  that  every  one  who  shall  be  guilty 
thereof  will  greatly  disparage  himself,  become  justly  con- 
temptible, and  deserving  of  severe  punishment,  and  wholly 
forfeit  the  rt'speciable  cliaracter  of  an  American  \'olunteer. 

'■Ordered,   Tliat  the   foregoing   Resolve    be   printed   in 


Handbills,  and  directed  to  the  Committees  of  Correspond- 
ence or  Selectmen  in  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony, 
and  that  fifty  copies  thereof  be  sent  to  General  fiashing- 
loii.  Also,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  procure  the 
printing  the  said  Handbills,  to  direct  the  printer  as  to  num- 
iier,  and  to  superscribe  them  to  the  several  Towns,  JS:c. 
That  the  following  Letter  to  General  H'ashington  accom- 
pany the  said  copies,  viz: 

"  Walertown,  August  13,  1775. 

"  Sik:  The  enclosed  Handbills  will  sufficiently  serve  to 
satisfy  your  Excellency  that  the  General  Court  fully  con- 
cur with  you  in  your  0|)inion  of  the  importance  and  neces- 
sity of  the  utmost  exertions  for  the  reformation  of  the  infa- 
mous practices  mentioned  in  your  Letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
directed  to  the  President  of  the  honourable  Board,  and  also 
(if  the  readiness  of  the  tieneral  Court  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  every  measure  tending  to  remedy  the  mischief 
therein  complained  of." 

Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Freeman,  Major  Jlalkl,  and 
Colonel  Thompson,  be  a  Committee  to  see  to  the  printing 
this  Resolve  in  Handbills,  and  sending  it  to  the  several 
Towns  in  the  Colony,  and  that  fifty  copies  thereof  be  sent 
to  General  Washington. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
eight  o'clock. 

Monday,  August  14,  1775. 

The  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Machias,  and  the 
Account  accompanying  it,  were  read,  and  committed  to 
Colonel  Otis,  Colonel  Thompson,  and  Mr.  dishing. 

The  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Cor- 
respondence for  the  Town  of  Falmouth,  read,  and  commit- 
ted to  Mr.  Durfee,  Colonel  Gushing,  and  Colonel  Otis. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Supplies  be  directed 
to  assist  Captain  James  Curtis  with  suitable  carriages  to 
convey  one  ton  of  Stores  from  IVatertoivn  to  Ncu-burijport, 
and  lay  their  accounts  before  this  House. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  respecting  the  abating  the 
Toivn  of  Boston,  and  some  other  suffering  Towns,  their 
Colony  Taxes,  in  whole  or  in  part,  read  and  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Foster,  Mr.  Singletary,  and 
Captain  Morton,  be  a  Committee  to  procure  the  quantity 
of  Shot  sjiecified  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  fur- 
nish the  Town  of  Gloucester  with  IVIen  and  Ammunition. 

The  Letter  from  the  Selectmen  of  Netvburyport,  re- 
specting their  Towns  stock  of  Powder,  read,  and 

Ordered,  Th.jt  the  Resolve  for  collecting  Powder  from 
several  Towns  be  dispensed  with  as  to  JSeiviuryport. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Story,  and  CajUain 
Goodman,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join, 
be  a  Committee  to  consult  what  measures  can  be  taken  to 
cut  off'  the  communication  of  intelligence  which  is  said  to 
go  to  the  enemy  by  means  of  the  Man-of-^V;lr  at  Ports- 
mnulh. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  go  to  the  Board,  acquainting 
them  that  the  House  considered  the  Memorial  of  the  Town 
of  Gloucester,  and  the  Letter  from  (ieneral  It ashington,* 
brought  down  by  Captain  ff'hitc,  to  belong  to  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Board  to  consider  of. 

Mr.  Sullivan  accordingly  went  with  a  Message  from  the 
House,  to  inform  the  Board  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 

•Cambtiidgf.,  HEAI).Q^^^RTERs,  Auiriist  14,  1775. 

SrR  :  IIiH  Excellency  being  ol)lige(l  to  attend  some  business  in  the 
lines,  has  direeted  nie  to  acquaint  yon  and  the  lionourable  Court,  that 
lie  has  reei-ived  a  letter  from  (J-neral  (•'iis''.  whirli  has  determined  hira 
to  order  tlie  tJllicers  now  at  \\',tlnlnirn.  logetlier  witli  those  at  Cape. 
Ann,  to  he  cftnliofd  iti  X<n  tfmni/if/tn  jail.  (Jener.il  Gage  is  resolved  to 
know  no  .h-tMMii..n  ..('  rivuk  among  our  i)risoners  in  hie  hands,  which 
oblige-''  "         ■!''"»,  very  contrary  to  his  disposition,  to  observe 

thesaue       :  '  II' lit  to  those  gentlemen,  to  whom  it  will  be  pro. 

per  to  .\|,  I  I   1  iM.nsof  a  conduct  which  otherwise  may  appear 

liarsli  ami  . umI.  I'lie  eomnion  men  the  General  Court  will  order  to 
such  places  as  they  think  proper. 

I  have,  by  the  (ieneral's  direction,  also  enclosed  you  the  letter  from 
Capr..\nn.  He  would  gladly  give  them  the  desired  assistance,  but  you 
are  no  strangers  to  the  state  of  our  ammunition.  We  have  reason  to 
expect  some  speedy  supplies,  and  when  any  can  be  spared  from  tho 
necessary  use  of  the  .4rmy  with  propriety,  it  will  doubtless  be  done  ; 
in  the  mean  time  his  Excellency  refers  them  to  the  General  Court  for 
the  direetion   and   advice  thev  request. 

1  iiave  the  honour  to  be,  witli  gre  U  rospert.  Sir,  vour  lon^t  o'.edient 
hui.iMo  serv-int,  JosEni  Rb-to,  Secri'lury. 
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House,  that  the  right  of  disposing  of  all  Prisoners  of  War 
belonged  to  the  major  part  of  the  Council,  as  Governour. 

The  Resolve  relative  to  the  killing  of  Sheep,  read,  and 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Whereas  considerable  doubts  have  arisen  amongst  the 
good  people  in  some  parts  of  this  Colony,  by  means  of  the 
various  constructions  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Conti- 
nental and  Provincial  Congresses,  respecting  the  preserving 
and  increasing  the  stocks  of  Sheep  :  For  the  more  effect- 
ual obviating  of  such  doubts,  this  House  do  now  Resolve, 
That,  in  their  opinion,  the  owners  of  Sheep  are  by  those 
recommendations  by  no  means  absolutely  restrained  from 
killing  such  Sheep  and  Lambs  as  by  the  scarcity  of  hay 
are  rendered  necessary  to  be  killed,  nor  others  from  pur- 
chasing them,  but  that  if  such  owners  of  Sheej)  shall  sutler 
their  stock  to  increase  to  as  great  a  number  as  they  are  able 
to  support,  and  if  they  should  have  a  surplusage,  that  they 
manifest  a  readiness  to  sell  the  same  at  a  reasonable  rate 
to  others  who  may  be  disposed  to  buy,  with  a  view  lo  keep 
them  in  this  Colony,  they  fully  comply  with  the  spirit  and 
intentions  of  those  reconmiendations,  especially  as  the  severe 
drought  in  most  parts  of  the  Colony  renders  it  impracti- 
cable for  the  farmers  to  keep  their  whole  stock. 

In  Council,  August  14,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Major  Fuller  exhibited  an  Account  from  the  Selectmen  of 
Newton,  for  supplying  Provisions  and  Military  Stores. 

Ordered  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  it. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  upon  Dr.  Marvin  s 
Account  and  Captain  Ezra  Buell's  Muster-Roils  be  direct- 
ed to  report. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Colvill,  Captain  Morton,  and  Mr. 
Davis,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  empowering 
the  Receiver-General  to  pay  lo  Captain  Briant  Morton 
a  sum  of  Money  suflicient  to  purchase  the  Supplies  ordered 
for  Captain  James  Curtis. 

The  Memorial  from  the  Officers  of  the  Eastern  Regi- 
ment in  the  County  of  jL/nco/m*  read,  and  committed  to 
Mr.  Rice,  Colonel  Ornc,  and  Colonel  Davis,  with  such  as 
the  honourable  Board  shall  join. 

August  14,  1775:  Read  and  concurred,  and  Joseph 
Palmer  and  Jabez  Fisher  are  joined, 

*To  the  Honourable  the  Great  and  General  Court,  assemhled  at  Water- 
town  ; 
The  Memorial  of  the  Officers  of  the  Eastern  Regiment  of  Militia,  in 
the  County  oi  Lincoln,  in  Council  met  at  Booth-Bay,  August  '2,  1775, 
humbly  showeth  :  That  in  the  night,  between  the  aOth  and  21st  of  July 
ultimo,  the  Colonel  of  said  Regiment  received  information  by  e.xpress 
that  a  Frigate,  with  four  Transport  Ships  and  three  Sloops,  were 
arrived  at  Long-Island,  in  Penobscot-Bay,  and  taking  on  board  fuel  and 
provisions  for  General  Gage^s  Army.  That  the  Colonel  immediately 
despatched  orders  to  the  proper  officers  to  meet  him  at  St.  George^s, 
with  a  tliird  part  of  each  Company  under  his  command ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  several  Companies  of  each  Regiment  marched  the 
next  day.  That  on  their  arrival  off  said  place  of  rendezvous,  it  was 
found  that  certain   persons,   not  under  their  command,  had  gone 


nden,  th( 


pla 


of  ( 


iland.     That  fearii 


the  effiscts  of  this  incident,  the  body  marched  after  them  with  all  possi- 
ble expedition ;  but  as  soon  as  they  reached  Camden  they  had  certain 
intelligence  that,  by  means  of  said  pei-sons,  the  enemy  had  already 
received  notice  of  the  approach  and  designs  of  the  Militia,  and  in  conse- 
quence thereof  had  moved  from  the  land  out  of  the  reach  of  their  arms. 
Tliat  a  council  was  immediately  called,  in  which  it  w^as  judged  imprac- 
ticable to  execute  the  plan  hitherto  ailopted  against  the  foe  thus  alarmed; 
nor  was  any  other  way  of  defeating  their  intentions  now  in  the  power 
of  the  Militia,  but  that  of  cutting  olT  their  connnunications  with  the 
main,  preventing  any  ill-disposed  persons  from  finding  them  supplies, 
and  themselves  from  making  any  secure  lodgment  on  shore — that  as 
Fort  Pownall  stood  contiguous  to  good  navigation  for  Ships  of  any 
burden,  it  was  untenable  by  any  force  we  could  throw  into  it — as  it 
was  just  at  hand  to  the  present  station  of  the  enemy ;  unapproachable 
by  us  if  once  they  shall  get  possession  ;  so  situated  as  to  command  the 
settlements  on  the  River  and  Bay ;  and,  with  the  assistance  of  a  few 
men  and  one  or  two  small  armed  vessels,  capable  of  distressing  tlie  in- 
habitants of  the  greatest  part  of  the  eastern  country,  so  as  to  oblige 
them  to  abandon  their  abodes  or  act  the  tory  to  the  uttermost ;  it  was 
therefore  judged  to  be  the  most  alluring  bait,  and,  at  the  same  time  the 
easiest  prey  the  foe  could  find  in  these  parts — and  as  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Winsloie,  who  conducts  their  said  fleet,  to  the  Committee  of  .S'(.  George's, 
together  with  a  pretended  certificate  from  some  Selectmen  in  Boston, 
intimates  a  design  of  returning  for  more  cargor's,  it  seemed  highly 
probable  that  their  factors  would  tarry  at  said  fort,  under  prot^>ction  of 
tlie  marines  now  on  board  said  frigate,  to  prepare  matters  for  this 
or  any  other  fleet,  on  like  errand,  against  their  return.  It  was  therefore 
unanimously  judged  necessary  for  the  publick  safety  that  said  Fort 
Pownall  be  immediately  destroyed.  That  the  Militia  marched  for  said 
place  without  delay,  and  on  tlieir  way  were  overtaken  by  two  officers 
of  Colonel  McCobb's  Regiment,  informing  that  part  of  said  Regiment, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harnden,  was  on  the  march  to 
join  them  ;  but  as  there  was  no  prospect  of  an  opportunity  of  coming  to 
action  with  the  enemy,  this  Regiment  h.  ing  so  f.ir  ahead  of  them,  and 


A  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Lane.  Read  and  committed 
to  Col.  Grout,  Deacon  Balchelder,  and  Capt.  Morton. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  IVhiting,  Mr.  Gushing,  and  ]\lr. 
Singlctary,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join, 
be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  the  com- 
plaints made  by  the  Soldiers  of  their  allowance,  and  report 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Davis  be  on  the  Committee 
for  the  Petition  from  Gouldsborough,  in  the  room  of  Maior 
Brooks. 

The  Petition  from  the  Selectmen  ami  Overseers  of  the 
Poor.  Read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Berry,  Mr.  Jewel,  and 
Deacon  Ratvson. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow 


Tuesday,  August  15,  177:i. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  the  su]]plyir]g 
Captain  Curtis  with  Stores,  recommitted  I'or  some  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Low  returned  a  Mendjcr  for  the  Town 
of  Lunenburgh. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Thatcher,  IMr.  Putnam,  and 
Deacon  Rawson,  be  a  Conmiittee  to  e.\amine  the  Resolves 
of  Congress  respecting  the  estates  of  the  Refugees,  and 
rej)ort  thereon. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  for  fmnisliing  Captain 
Curtis  with  Provision,  ii^c.      Uead  and  acce()ic(l. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  diiected 
to  pay  out  of  the  jiublick  Treasury  to  Cainain  Bryant 
Morton  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  Poinids,  lo 
purchase  two  months'  provision  for  Captain  James  (.'uriis's 
Company.     Two  hundred  bushels  of  Corn  and  six  Whale- 


cient  to  accomplish  every  purpose  now  attainable ;  and  inasmuch  as 
they  came  without  boats,  and  your  petitioners  had  not  boats  enough  for 
the  body  now  with  them,  their  continnuig  tlieir  march  was  judged 
needless  and   uir,.nvenient,  and  therenpou  tliey  rrturned.     That  your 

|"'iiii 1^.  iii'i'i  'ihng  on  their  march  tu  l"uit  i'"ir,i,ill.  took  two  sloops 

"  111'  li  til'  y  I'll  I  HI  I  in  tlie  employ  of  carrym'j  nrcrssirirs  to  Boston,  with 

party  wa.sili-|..itr|M.,|  iImiIi.t,  -.  Inch  look  a  sloop  loading  for  Nantucket, 
together  w  all  ,iii"ili.  i  >|....|.  .li.i  srhooner  just  come  from  Boston,  and 
bound  tliitli.i  au.uii,  iMiii  |,i . .;.  ,  I ,.,u  from  the  Admiral.  The  rest  of 
said  Regiment  jueainvhile  vv.iit  forward,  and  after  assisting  Colonel 
Goldthwait  in  removing  Ins  effects  out  of  said  Fort  to  the  Chapel,  and 
saving  what  shot,  lead  and  old  iron  they  could,  burnt  the  building  lo 
tlie  ground,  and  then  brought  off  a  barge  belonging  to  the  Colony, 
whicli  had  been  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Fort.  That  your  peti- 
tioners then  reconnoitred  the  bay,  and  found  the  enemy's  fleet  to  remove 
from  place  to  place  sundry  times,  and  to  take  such  posts  as  made  it 
evident  their  design  was  ratlur  to  avoid  than  intercept  them.  That 
fiiidiiii;  llii'u-  pn.visiMji,  .ill  ^|,'  111.  ,,iid  themselves  in  a  country  where 
the  ill  Ti's-ilirs  c.r  il;.    ii,:,     ,  ;'irliid  the  hope  of  any  supply  from 

tliriii,   y.iiu    |ir'iii.,,  'I  10  return   home:  accordingly  the 

vesM'ls  .iliiivi'iiii  nli..ii' .i  .\.i'  .!'',^lil  to  sail,  and  arrived  safe  in  7own- 
send  Harbour,  in  this  'I'owii,  on  Tuesday,  the  first  of  this  instant.  That 
on  their  return,  your  petitioners  find  that  they  would  have  been  supplied 
with  provisions  from  tlie  Town  of  Bristol,  had  not  one  of  the  aforesaid 


vented  tli 
convey  tli 
tioners  in 
with  the  \ 


uemy 


ilarnied  from  Camden, 


pre- 


part  was  put  on  board  of  the  vessels  to 

rs.    That  soon  after  their  arrival,  your  peti. 

'  '  lili.rate  on  what  might  be  proper  to  be  done 
I  ii~i"ily,  and  the  persons  who  commanded  then; ; 
and  a  regard  fur  I  ho  publick  safety  induced  your  petitioners  to  order  them 
to  be  hauled  up,  stripped,  and  kept  under  a  constant  guard  till  the  plea- 
sure of  the  honourable  Court  is  known — except  the  schooner,  which,  for 
particular  reasons,  your  petitioners  have  delivered  to  Major  Andriip 
Reed,  of  this  Town,  to  bo  employed  in  defence  of  this  coast,  and  xn 
suppressing  trade  with  the  enemy,  until  the  orders  of  the  Legislature 
concerning  her  shall  have  been  received.  The  masters  of  said  vesBols 
ajipeared  to  your  petitioners  to  have  offended  rather  out  of  ignorance 
than  ill  intent,  and  therefore  were  dismissed— iVnt/mn  Phillips,  Prleg 
Cruger,  and  Jonathan  Carleton,  then  sick  on  shore  and  incapable  of 
being  removed,  excepted,  who  were  by  plenary  evidence  found  guilty  of 
having  made  it  their  business  for  some  time  past  to  supply  the  King's 
Troops  with  wood,  live  stock,  and  whatever  other  provisions  they  could 
procure:  and  therefore  your  petitioners  jud;;ed  it  not  for  the  s.ifety  of 
the  Colony,  and  especially  the  eastern  country,  to  suffer  said  perso.nc 
to  go  at  largo.  Your  petitioners  have  for  tliat  reason  referred  th^'in  to 
the  sentence  of  the  honourable  Court,  and  for  that  purpose  do  miv 
send  the  two  former  to  your  Honours  by  the  escort  of  Major  Edu-nrd 
Emerson,  an  officer  of  said  Regiment,  wlio  has  been  with  your  petition- 
ers through  the  whole  of  the  expedition  here  narrated,  and  to  whom 
your  petitioners  can  safely  refer  the  honourable  Court  for  a  particular 
account  of  every  circumstance  attending  it.  Your  petitioners  pr.iy  that 
the  houourabli'  Court  wmild  take  order  respecting  the  premises,  and  on 
till-  liist  siL'uili.  itiMii  "I  ,  ,M,  Honours'  pleasure,  the  said  sloops,  schooner, 
disposed  of  agreeably  thereunto.      A  mI 


'oiind,  shall  ever 


pray. 
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Boats,  for  the  use  of  the  Forces  destined  for  Dccr-ltland, 
in  the  Counly  of  Lhiroln,  wliich  Corn  and  Boats  are  to  be 
delivered  to  the  care  of  Colonel  Cargill,  in  said  County, 
and  said  Captain  Morton  to  he  accountable  to  this  Court 
for  the  same  sum. 

In  Coiimil,  August  15,  177 j:   Read  and  conciu'red. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Cajit.  Jcremhik  Obruin's 
Account.      Read,  and  recommit  led  lor  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  a  Precept  be  issued  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Boston,  for  the  choice  of  a  Representative, 
in  the  room  of  the  Honourable  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  who  is 
elected  to  the  B.)ard. 

Ordered,  That  Major  llau-laj,  Major  Cros^,  Mr.  Sul- 
livan, Colonel  Sawyer,  and  Captain  Partridge,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  wait  upon  Mr.  Adams  to  the  honourable  Board. 

Benjamin  White,  Esq.,  broiii;ht  down  the  Report  on 
the  Memorial  of  the  Ollicers  of  ihe  Eastern  Rcs^inient  in 
the  County  of  Lincoln. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Colonel  Cushing,  Mr.  O'recnleaf,  and 
Mr.  tf'heeler,  be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  General 
ft'asliinglon  relative  to  the  Debts  coniractetl  by  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Forces  before  it  was  made  a  Continental  Army, 
and  make  re|)ort  to  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  Six  Thousand  Pounds  be 
■^'ranted  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  General  Court. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  moining,  eight 
o'clock. 

Wcdiipsaay,  August  IG,  1775. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the 
Committee  of  Inspection  and  Correspondence  for  the 
Town  of  Fahnouth.*     Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  owner  of  the  Vessel,  mentioned  in 
tiie  foregoing  Petition,  have  liberty  to  proceed  immediate- 
ly with  said  Vessel  and  Cargo  either  to  Dartmouth  or 
Swanzey,  as  he  shall  think  most  for  his  benefit;  and  that 
such  procedure  with  said  Vessel  and  Cargo,  by  orders  of 
the  owner,  bo  not  interrupted. 

Sent  up  for  concmrence. 

The  Resolve  for  tlie  new  emission  of  Bills  of  Credit 
for  One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds,  and  for  antlienlicating 
the  same  by  signing  and  numbering  them. 

Read,  and  Ordered,  That  four  o'clock  this  afternoon 
be  assigned  for  the  second  reading  of  it. 

Deacon  Israel  Nichols  was  returned  a  Member  fiom  the 
Town  of  Leominster. 

Ordered,  That  the  Messenger  of  the  House  direct  the 
attendance  of  Deacon  Checvcr  and  Mr.  Dcvcns,  that  ihey 
may  inform  the  House  what  part  of  the  Town  of  Charlcs- 
toivn  is  capable  of  paying  Taxes. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  fake  into  consideration  a 
Petition  from  the  Connnittees  of  Gonldsbo rough,  Narra- 
guagus,  Number-Four,  and  Pleasant  River,-\  having  con- 
ferred with  Captain  Akiandcr  Cctmpbell,  as  referred  to  in 
said  Petition,  reported.      Read  and  accepted. 

*rn  the  Ilnmiimhir  Ihe  Coiinril  anil  House  nf  Reprrsevt„tires   for  Ihr 

Province  of  the  i\lASSAriii;sETTS-nAV,  now  .sitting  at  Watektown  : 

The  Committees  of  Inspection  and  Covri'spondonce  for  the  Town  of 

Falmouth  liumbly  showcth  :    That  on  inforj.rition  t\uit  t!i-  Hriur  .S-,,«y, 

from  tho  Wesl-Iuiliex,  laden  with  Sn^ai-  and  Mol,   -     ,  r>,ii !,  ,1  I'.y 

Captain  VdwanI   f.'nV-y,  and  ownod   hv   Mr.  .1,  n      ,  '  ,,  ,.  ,   m,s- 

poctcd   to   1)0  for  tho  Km/(.s-/i  Arj.iy,  now   in  /!,..s/<.,,  i     .,      :    M    lo 

send  for  llu'  f   |,t,.iii,  ,-,i„I    rin.l   hv  Mm   hr   h:.s  o,-,!   ;:,,;..        ,  «  ,ih 

saiill!r: '..:..  1.1  ,v,..,;„-,  ;.V, (■,.'. ,■„■!  /;.-,.-.,  /        |.,,i      ..,   vj,,rli 

reaMi;i-,         ],.,•,■;     :  .     ■    ^.        ,:!;.,.      ,,  :  .  .,     !,...■        ■    un. 


ow  ■■■■'■          '        ;■■  ' 

,1   .1   with,    A.-.      Wr,   vour   priilioners, 

.:     lo  lake   tho  affair  under  your  considora- 

)l')ni  .shall  sjc  lit.  And  your  petitioners, 

1^U.^„„TM,  ,i«n-„.,ni,i 

;u'\NM<,                    }    Clfihif  S'lr  (^nuimittee 
>,-.iKl.  iSnivEluiK,    i,      „jCunr.-,i.„n,lrncc. 

To  tlie  llonourahle  C.r 

■    !  ,s.  ;.'•-,  nf  Ihe  Prorince  of  the  Massa- 

Resolved,  That  one  Company  of  fifty  Men,  including 
Ollicers,  be  raised  and  stationed  in  the  Towns  of  Goulds- 
borough,  ?^arraguiigus,  Number-Four, and  Pleasant  River, 
and  to  be  on  the  same  establishment  as  those  already 
raised  in  the  County  oi'  Lincoln,  to  the  eastward  of  St. 
George's;  and  that  they  be  supplied  with  one  hundred 
jiounds  of  Powder,  five  hundred  Flints,  and  Ball  equiva- 
iunt ;  and  that  the  Powder,  Balls  and  Flints  be  transi)orl- 
ed  to  Falmouth,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  this  Colony  ;  and  that  the  aboveinentioned  arii- 
cles  be  delivered  to  Captain  Campbell,  for  the  use  of  said 
Company  when  raised.  Captain  Campbell,  with  the  other 
Petitioners,  to  be  accountable  to  this  Court  for  the  same. 

In  Council,  August  19,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dii,  Mr.  Crane,  and  IMr.  Dcvcns, 
be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  proportioning  the  sum 
of  Forty-Six  Thousand  Pounds  upon  the  several  Towns 
ordered  by  this  House,  for  defraying  the  publick  charges, 
and  for  the  sup[)ort  of  Government,  agreeable  to  the  last 
valuation,  and  the  particular  instructions  of  this  House. 

The  Report  on  the  Memorial  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Eastern  Regiment  in  the  County  of  Lincoln.  Read  and 
recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grcenleaf  be  on  the  Committee  to 
examine  Dr.  Marvin's  Account,  in  the  room  of  Colonel 
Grout,  and  that  the  Committee  be  tlirected  to  sit  imme- 
diately. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the 
Conmiittee  of  Inspection  and  Correspondence  for  the 
Town  of  Falmouth  was  brought  tlown  by  Mv.  Gill,  with 
some  amendments. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  from  the 
Inhabitants  of  Machias  read,  and  recommitted;  and 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Partridge  and  Colonel  Boirers 
be  added  to  the  Committee. 

Afternoon. 

The  Bill  for  vacating  the  Civil  and  Military  Commissions 
in  this  Colony. 

Read,  and  Resolved,  Tiiat  this  Bill  pass  to  be  enacted. 
/;(  the  Jifticnth  year  of  the  Rdgn  o/Gkorgf.  the  Third. 

King,  i,-c. 
An  Act  for   removing  from  their  respective  offices  and 
places  all   the    Officers,  both    Civil  and  Military,  be- 
longing to  this  Colony  of  the  M.^ssachusetts-Bay,  in 
A  Ew-E.\oLAND,  holding,  or  claiming  to  hold  their  re- 
spective offices  or  j)laces  by  or  under  any  nomination, 
appointment  or  commission,  made  or  granted  by   any 
Governour  or  Lieutenanl-Govcrnour  of  the  Province 
of  ihe  Massachi'setts-Bav,  in  ISew-E.ngland,  either 
with  or  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council 
or  Assistants  of  said  Province,  in   the  absence  of  the 
Governour  and  Lieutenant-Governour,  before  the  pre- 
sent tnceting  of  this  General  Court. 
Whereas  many  of  the  C!ivil  and  Military  Officers  of  the 
said  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  Neu--Euglanil, 
have  clearly  manifested  themselves  unfriendly  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  these  American  Colonies,  and  therefore 

destitute  of  all  legal  and  constilnlionil  ( I.ir.'rnrn.-iil.  lipfr  I-mvo  to  in- 
form your  Honours,  that  we  liavi^  t  ik.  ii  ^;r  !>■,;,,     s  \,,    |;;.,i:  :,!   prO- 

once  happy  Constitution  of  thi-    l'.,r  ,     i ,:  int. 

the  copy  of  which  ])roccedinf;,-^  w  ■  I"  i;  !•  i\ .  i.i  i:  i  n  ;  i  i,\  il,..  Ii.iin-r, 
Captain  Alexander  CampMl.  Il<.w.'ver,  h.'ii.fr  suspicious'of  our  ahili- 
ties  in  matters  of  that  nature,  wo  bej  leave  to  come  under  the  direc- 
tion and  protection  of  your  honourable  body,  and  to  have  such  laws 
and  rules  proscribed  for  us,  as  you   in  your  wisdom   oi:iv  lliipk   most 

suitable  ;  and  we,  for  ourselves  and  constituents,  il.i  ii..  .ii  '. ■  lo 

conform  to  tho  siimo  from  time  to  time,  as  your  II"  ■  ,,  -  i  :  :r.  .  i. 
It  mny  lie  neeilless  for  ns  to  represent  to  your  IIi.m  i.i  ~  ;,i  i  i  i\\i. 
tressed  situation  of  this  Country  with  respect  to  iir.n.^h.iL,  ,>ii,:  .ilon.st 
every  otiicr  necessary  of  life.  Wo  humbly  pray  that  your  Honours 
would  take  this  matter  into  your  wi,se  consideration,  and  point  out 
some  method  tliat  tho  distressed  inhabitants  mnv  be  relieved,  in  that 
w:iv  yotir  Honours  may  think  best.  Wr  1,  ;  iV  ,vp  t,i  ret'er  you  to 
C.iptain  .l/cT'/K./er  rnm/,/;r/;  for  any  fiiii!i   ;         '  :    l.itivo  to  this 


ThePetitionofthpCnin  1,  ■  :  -  >  h.  TowiLsliips  of  (7o«/rf.?toro«?/i, 
Kuml>er.Four,  Karr,vn„rs  .  ,  .hi  f:.  <i:,a:it  River,  lyinff  in  the  East, 
crn  parts  of  sairl  Provinre,  Innnlily  sh-ws  :  That  whereas,  the  present 
alarming  situation  of  this  Country,  and  the  Province  in  general,  par- 
ticularly tho  several  Towns  to  wiiich  they  belong,  being  at  present 
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unfit  to  hold  or  exercise  the  offices  and  employments  to 
\vhich  thev  were  appointed  or  coiiimissionated  ;  And  wliere- 
jis  it  is  necessary  lor  tlie  safety  and  peace  of  this  Colony, 
that  all  such  Officers  should  he  deprived  of  their  ollices, 
and  that  other  men,  who  are  ahle,  true  and  real  friends  to 
American  liberty,  should  be  a|ipointed  and  commissionaii'd 
in  their  stead  ;  and  as  it  would  not  only  be  disagreeable, 
but  also  very  inconvenient,  either  by  act  or  proclaniation 
sini,dy  and  by  name  to  deprive  all  such  unfit  jiersons  of 
their  res|)ective  oflices,  and  to  substitute  and  conimissionate 
faithful  men  in  their  stead,  leaving  such  as  are  fiiendly  to 
right  and  liberty  to  exercise  and  discharge  their  respective 
ollices  by  virtue  of  their  present  comruissions  ;  this  Court 
doth  judge  it  expedient  that  all  the  Officers,  both  civil  and 
military,  belonging  to  this  Colony,  now  holding  their  offices 
under  or  by  virtue  of  any  ajipointiuent  or  commission, 
made  or  granted  by  any  Governouror  Lieutenant-Govern- 
our  of  the  said  Province  of  the  Massachusctts-Baij,  in 
Xcw-Eiis(hind,  either  with  or  without  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Council,  or  by  the  major  part  of  the  Council  in 
the  absence  of  the  Governour  and  Lieutenant-Governour, 
before  the  present  meeting  of  this  General  Coint,  should 
be  deprived  of  their  respective  offices,  and  that  all  such 
appointments  and  commissions  should,  fiom  and  after  the 
nineteenth  day  of  September  next,  wholly  cease  and  deter- 
mine ; 

Be  it  iherrforc  enacted  and  declared  by  the  Cawicil 
and  House  of  lieprisentatives  in  (Jeneral  Court  nai'cm- 
bled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and 
after  the  said  nineteenth  day  of  September,  all  the  nomina- 
tions, appointments  and  commissions  at  any  time,  before 
the  present  meeting  of  this  General  Court,  made  or  grant- 
ed by  any  Governour  or  Lieutenant-Governour  of  the  said 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  Neiv-England,  or 
by  the  major  part  of  the  Council  in  the  absence  of  the 
Governour  and  Lieutenant-Governour,  a[)pointing  or  com- 
lui'^sionating  any  person  or  persons  to  any  office,  civil  or 
military,  shall  be  utteily  null,  void  and  of  none  efl'ect,  and 
that  all  the  powers  and  authorities,  either  civil  or  military, 
of  all  and  every  person  and  persons  belonging  to  the  said 
Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  JSciv- England,  now 
holding  or  claiming  to  hold  his  or  their  office  or  place  by 
or  under  any  nomination,  appointment  or  commission,  made 
or  granted  by  any  Governour  or  Lieutenant-Governour  of 
the  said  Province  of  the  Massacliusetts-Bay,  in  New-Eng- 
land, whether  with  or  without  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Council  or  Assistants  of  the  said  Province  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Governour  and  Lieutenant-Governour,  shall, 
from  and  after  the  nineteenth  day  of  September,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  wholly  cease  and  de- 
termine. 

In  Council,  August  23,  1775:  This  Rill  having  had 
two  several  readings,  Resolved,  That  it  pass  to  be  enacted. 

On  the  Petition  fi'om  Macliias,* 

Resolved,  That  there  be  raised  at  Machias  a  Coni|iany 
of  fifty  Men,  Officers  included,  on  the  same  pa\'  and  for 

'  To  the  Honourable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  assembled 
at  Watertow.v.  July  id.  1775  : 
Tlie  Petition  of  tlie  subscribers,  in  beiiulf  of  tlic  inliabitants  of  jV«- 
chias,  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  and  Provin.-p  nf  tlip  M.iisachnsetts-liin/, 
liunibly  sliowi'tli:  That  yonr  Petitioners  In  llir  |i  -  ni  nnlKippy  tiiofs 
have  been  at  gr -at  expense  in  guarding  lli  ei.  isi  ;ii  )/./r/,/,;.s-,  liy  which 
moans  the  iiiliabitants  have  done  but  very  hlllr  .■!>.  iMf  Uvo  nionllis 
pa?t,  which  leaves  us  in  a  very  distressed  situation,  unilib-  to  defend  our- 
selves, or  the  common  cause  for  which  our  Country  in  ^'eneral  are  con- 
tending ;  however,  we  beg  leave  to  hold  ourselves  ready  and  willing  to 
ex'-rt  ourselves  still  further  by  virtue  of  such  cncourigement  as  your 
Honours  sliall  think  proper.  We,  therefore,  pray  your  Honours  would 
pleaS'^  to  allow  us  the  privilege  of  raising  a  company  of  men  amongst 
ourselves,  on  the  expense  of  the  Province,  by  whioU  nn'ins,  we  humbly 

tlie  younn  m  ui  in  tlie  place  who  at  prs  ni  ;i  i      .Jii^i   ..    i  ■■[' I'loy, 

and  contribute  in  some  measure  to  the  nil         i  ,    .,  i        ,i    i        .mis; 

and  tlie  e.oni]iniiv  r.iised  to  be  under  suli    <         i    ;,.,  iimns 

as  vour  Honours" shall  think  fit.  We  wouM  ;!.,,  li  ,,  h  r..-  i  i  mmm-h  nt 
to  {-our  Honours  tliat  we  have  not  a  suffieiency  of  t'oivder  ami  I!, ill  (o 
make  any  eonsiiler.ihle  defence  in  case  of  an  invasion.  We  humbly 
pray  your  Honours  would  supply  us  with  two  hundred  weight  of  Pow. 
der,  a'ud  I?  dl  in  proportion.  Your  Honours  are  doubtless  sensible  of 
the  great  cost  and  charge  your  petitioners  must  necessarily  be  at  in 
tlie  conveyance  of  a  number  of  Prisoners  from  Machias  to  Watertoicn, 
near  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant.  The  particular  accounts  of 
which  we  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  honourable  Committee.  We 
therefore  pray  your  Honours  would  please  to  grant  such  a  sum  of 
money  to  be  paid  unto  your  petitioners  as  will  enable  us  to  defray  all 
such  charges  as  sliall  be  found  right  ind  just ;  and  yonr  petitioners,  as 
in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray.  Jkremiau  Obrum. 

Bi;.NJ.iMI.N   KOSTHR. 


the  same  time  as  the  Forces  that  are  already  raised  for  the 
defence  of  the  Sea-(Joasts,  and  that  there  be  allowed  by 
this  Colony  six  Shillini;s  a  week  per  man,  billeting,  during 
their  service;  and  the  Colony  to  supply  said  Captain  Jere- 
miah Obrian,  for  the  use  of  said  Company,  with  fifty 
weight  of  Powder,  and  Ball  ecjuivalent,  he  to  be  account- 
able to  the  Court  for  the  same  ;  and  said  C^onipany,  when 
raised,  to  be  under  the  direction  of  their  Captain  as  to  their 
station.  Also,  Resolved,  That  said  Jeremiah  Obrian  be 
]iaid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  Colony  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  Potnuls,  towards  his  account,  exhibited  with  this 
Petition,  he  giving  security  for  the  same,  with  one  surety, 
(to  this  Colony  Treasurer,)  until  he  brings  proper  voucliers 
to  support  said  account. 

In  Council,  August  16,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Order  of  the  Day  moved  for. 

The  Bill  for  making  and  emitting  the  sum  of  One  Hun- 
dred Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Publick  Credit.  Read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 

Benjamin  Chadbourne,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Letter 
from  his  Excellency  General  IVashington,  respecting  an 
Indian  Chief  fi'om  .SV.  Framois,  who  appears  as  an  Am- 
bassador from  that  Tribe,  with  the  following  vole  of  Coun- 
cil thereon,  viz  : 

"  In  Council,  August  10,  177.5. 

"  RcxrJrcd,  That  William  Sever,  Esq.,  and  John  IVin- 
thrnp.  Esq.,  with  such  as  may  be  joined  by  the  honourable 
House,  he  a  Conunittee  to  confer  witli  the  Indimi  Chief 
mentioned  in  the  within,  and  repoit  what  they  may  judge 
jiroper  to  be  done  thereon." 

Read  and  concm-red,  and  Colonel  Otis,  Mr.  Batchel- 
der,  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  are  joined  with  the  Honourable  -Mr. 
Sever  and  Mr.  ii  inthrop,  to  consider  said  Letter,  and  treat 
with  said  Chief,  and  report  thereon. 

The  return  of  the  Precept  from  Broolfield  ('dignifying 
that  the  Town  did  not  think  proper  to  send  a  ^b-uiber  to 
the  Assembly  the  present  year)  read. 

The  Coumiittce  on  Lieutenant  Lane's  Petition  made  a 
verbal  Rcport- 

Ordertd,  That  the  Petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  Petition. 

Ordered.  That  Major  Han-ley,  Colonel  Bau-ers,  Col. 
Freeman,  Colonel  Orai ,  and  Colonel  Otis,  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  confer  will)  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  and  the 
gentlemen  deli^L'aied  by  this  Colony  to  represent  it  at  the 
Conlineiilal  ConL'iC'^^.  with  rc';pect  to  the  sum  necessary  to 
be  drawn  out  of  llie  Treasury  to  defiay  their  expenses  to 
and  at  Philadelphia,  and  also  to  receive  any  intelliirence 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Congress  which  the  said  Dele- 
gates may  communicate,  and  to  consider  what  matters  are 
proper  to  he  laid  before  them  previous  to  their  departure 
to  Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  ]\Iajor  Han-ley,  .Mr.  Cashing,  and  Col. 
Orne,  with  such  as  tlie  honourable  Board  shall  join,  he  a 
Committee  to  consider  what  Oaths  aie  proper  and  neces- 
sary to  be  taken  by  the  Otlicers,  civil  and  military,  who 
may  be  appointed  by  the  honourable  Board. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday,  August  17,  177.5. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Dwight,  Mr.  Toby,  and  Major 
Leonard,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  Petition  of  I^ydia 
Paddock,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Paddock,  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  White,  of  Middlehorough.  he 
on  the  Committee  for  considering  the  Letter  horn  Lieuten- 
ant Lane. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  .Memorial  from 
the  Town  of  Salem.     Read,  and  recommitted. 

The  Bill  declaratory  of  the  right  of  Towns  and  Dis- 
tricts to  send  Representatives  to  the  General  Court.     Read 
a  third  time,  and  passed  to  he  engrossed. 
In  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  Reign  of  Geokce  the  Third. 

King,  fyc. 
An  Act  declaratory  of  the  right  of  certain   Totcns  and 

Districts  in  the  Colony  of  the  .Massachusetts-Bay.  ■u 

^'kw-Enolv.nd,  to  eliit  and  dipute  a  Representative  o" 
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Representutivti  to  serve  for  unil  represent  them  in  any 

Great  find  General  Court  or  Asstmhiij  at  any  lime  to 

be  htld  and  kept  fur  the  service  of  the  said  Colony. 

Whereas  iliere  are  divers  Acts  or  Laws,  heretofore  marie 
and  passed  by  former  General  Courts  or  Assembhes  of  this 
Colonv,  for  the  incorporation  of  Towns  and  Districts,  whici), 
a"aiiis't  common  ri^ht,  and  in  deroi^ation  of  the  rights  grant- 
ed to  llie  inhabitants  of  this  C'olony  by  the  Charter,  con- 
tain an  exception  to  liie  right  and  privilege  of  ciioosing  and 
sending  a  Representative  or  Representatives  to  the  Great 
and  General  Court  or  Assembly: 

lie  it  therefore  enacted  and  declared  by  the  Council 
and  House  of  Uepresenlalives  in  General  Court  assem- 
bled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  Thai  henceforth 
every  such  exception  contained  in  any  Act  or  Law  here- 
tofore made  and  passed  by  any  General  Court  or  Assem- 
bly of  this  Colony,  for  the  erecting  or  incorporating  any 
Town  or  District,  shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be  altogether 
null  and  void  ;  and  that  every  Town  and  District  in  this 
Colony,  consisting  of  the  immber  of  thirty  or  more  free- 
holders and  other  inhabitants,  (jualified  by  Charter  to  vote 
in  the  election  of  Representatives,  shall  henceforth  be  held 
and  taken  to  have  full  right,  power,  and  privilege  to  elect 
and  de|)ute  one  or  more  persons,  being  freeholders  and 
residents  in  such  Town  or  District,  to  serve  for  and  repre- 
sent them  in  any  Great  and  General  Court  or  Assenibly, 
entitled  "An  Act  for  ascertaining  the  number  and  regiila- 
liiig  the  House  of  Representatives,"  any  exception  of  that 
right  and  privilege,  as  expressed  in  the  respective  Acts  or 
I^aws  for  the  incorporation  of  such  Town  or  District,  not- 
withstanding. 

And  whereas  in  and  by  an  Act  or  Law  of  this  Colony, 
entitled  "  An  Act  for  erecting  part  of  the  Town  of  Aew- 
bury  into  a  new  Town,  by  the  naine  of  Newburyport,"  it 
is  enacted  and  provided,  that  the  said  Town  of  jS'eicbury- 
■port  should  have  the  right  of  choosing  and  sending,  from 
time  to  time,  but  one  person  to  represent  them  in  the  Great 
and  General  Court  of  this  Colony,  and  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Newbury,  fiom  and  after  the  time 
of  the  making  and  passing  the  said  Act,  should  have  a 
right  to  choose  and  send  no  more  than  one  person  to  re])re- 
sent  them  in  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  this  Colony  : 

Be  it  enacted  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  henceforth  each  of  the  said  Towns  of  Newbury  and 
Newburyport  shall  have  the  full  power  and  right  of  choos- 
ing and  sending  as  many  persons  to  represent  them  re- 
spectively in  the  Great  and  General  Court  or  Assembly  of 
this  Colony  as  each  of. the  said  Towns  would  have  had  a 
right  to  have  chosen  and  sent  to  the  said  General  Court 
hv  virtue  of  the  abovementioned  Act  or  Law,  entitled 
"An  Act  for  ascertaining  the  number  and  regulating  the 
House  of  Representatives,"  in  case  there  had  not  been 
any  restrictions  upon  the  said  Towns  touching  their  rights 
and  privilege  of  choosing  and  sending  ])ersons  to  represent 
them  respectively  in  the  Great  and  General  Court  or  As- 
sembly contained  or  expressed  in  the  said  Act  for  the  con- 
stituting and  making  that  part  of  the  former  Town  of  _\t)c- 
hury,  now  called  Newburyport,  a  distinct  Town. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared  by  the  autho- 
rity aforesaid,  Tliat  every  corporate  body  in  this  Colony 
which,  in  the  act  for  the  incorporation  thereof,  is  said  and 
declared  to  be  made  a  District,  and  has  by  such  act  grant- 
ed to  it  or  is  declared  to  be.  vested  with  the  rights,  powers, 
privileges,  or  inununities  of  a  Town,  with  the  exception 
abovementioned  of  choosing  and  sending  a  Representative 
to  the  Great  and  (ieneral  Court  or  Assembly,  shall  hence- 
forth be,  and  shall  be  holden,  taken,  and  intended  lo  he  a 
Town,  to  all  intents  and  |uirpt)ses  whatsoever. 

/;/  the  House  of  Rcpresinlativcs,  Auiiust  17,  177.): 
This  engrossed  Bill  having  had  three  several  readings,  He- 
siilved,  Thai  it  jiass  to  be  enacted. 

Sami..  Fr1':kman,  Spciiki r  pro  Icm. 

In  Cnnuil,  Aui^u.t  '23,  177.5:  This  cr.^ros.ed  15ill  having 
li;ui   lu„  srveial    reading.,    H,sulrid,   'I'lial   it    pavs   to   be 

'■"'"^"'''-  S\Mr,:i,   Al.AMs,  Srrrrlnry. 

Ordrnd.   Thai   Colonel    Jiowir.^,    ^]v.   drcnbaf   a.ul 

Resohul,  That  the  Vole  of  this  House  o^  the  ,3lh  in- 
stant, appointing   Major  Huuliy  and  uiliei>  a  Conmiitiee 


on  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Amory  to  Mr.  3Joses  Gill, 
relative  to  a  cargo  of  Flour  taken,  for  the  use  of  the  Co- 
lony, from  a  Schooner  of  the  said  Amory,  at  Nantucket, 
be  reconsidered  ;  and  that  the  same  be  committed  to  the 
Connnittee  of  Supijlies. 

A  Letter  from  Messrs.  Joseph  and  ff'illiam  Green- 
leaf,  relative  to  the  sulfering  condition  of  the  Poor  of  Bos- 
ton. 

The  Resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress  relative  to 
making  Saltpetre,  read  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Enoch  Lincoln  was  returned  a  Member  from  the 
Town  o(  Hin^ham,  and  District  of  Cohasset. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  appointed  a  Monitor  in  the  room  of 
Colonel  Bowers,  ^'one  liome. 


John  Taylor,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Memorial  of  the  Officers  of  the  East- 
ern Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  viz : 

'•The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  Memorial  of  the  Officers  of  the  Eastern  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
the  conduct  of  said  Regiment  of  Militia  in  destroying  Fort 
Fownall,  and  taking  a  nuniber  of  vessels  mentioned  in  said 
Memorial,  is  highly  approved;  that  the  Sloops  mentioned 
as  taken  in  said  Memorial,  together  with  their  rigging  and 
sails,  be  secured  in  some  place  or  places  of  safety  by  the 
Selectmen  and  Committees  of  Correspondence  of  each 
Town  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  wliere  these  vessels  now 
are,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court ;  that  the  Schooner 
taken  as  mentioned  in  said  Memorial,  be  and  remain  in  the 
care  of  the  petitioners,  to  be  by  them  employed  in  defence 
of  the  sea-coasts  of  those  eastern  parts,  and  the  annoy- 
ance of  our  enemies,  in  the  most  prudent  and  eflectual 
manner,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court ;  that  the 
Boat  or  Barge  mentioned  in  said  Memorial  be  under  the 
care  of  Colonel  .fames  Cargill,  to  be  by  him  used  and  em- 
ployed in  the  Colony  service,  imtil  the  further  order  of  this 
Comt ;  that  Messrs.  Phillips  and  Cruger  be  discharged, 
evidence  appearing,  from  several  persons  of  credit  now  out 
of  Boston,  that  they  have  acted  a  friendly  part,  in  several  in- 
stances, to  the  great  cause  of  liberty,  and  nothing  ap|)eariiig 
against  them  hut  only  the  Admiral's  pass,  without  which, 
it  is  supposed,  they  could  not  go  out  of  Boston  with  their 
vessels;  and  that  Jonathan  Carleton,  mentioned  also  in 
said  Memorial,  and  any  others  in  the  hands  of  our  friends 
in  said  County  of  Lincoln,  be  discharged,  if  the  Selectmen 
and  Committees  of  Correspondence  in  those  parts  may 
judge  it  fit  and  proper,  and  consistent  with  the  publick 
sal'eiy,  otherwise  to  be  kept  in  custody  till  further  orders. 
"Joseph  Palmer,  Chairman. 
"Saimuel  Adams,  Secretary." 

In  Council,  August  15,  1775:  Read  and  sent  down. 

In  the  House  of  Beprcscntatives,  August  IS,  1775: 
Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  a  grant  be  made  lo  the  ]Ion.  .hhn  Han- 
cock, Esrj.,  of  one  himdred  Pounds,  for  his  expenses,  &c., 
to  and  at  Philadelphia,  for  whicli  he  is  lo  he  accountable 
to  this  Court ;  and  Dr.  fVhiting  ordered  to  bring  in  a  Re- 
solve for  that  purpose. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  whelher  the  IVon- 
Commissioned  Officers  and  Private  Soldiers  stationed  on  the 
Sea-Coast  should  have  a  month's  advance  pay,  reported. 
The  Report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Besolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony  to  the  several  IMuster-Masters  appoint- 
ed by  the  late  Congress  to  inuster  the  Companies  raised  for 
the  defence  of  the  Sea-Coasts,  the  several  sums  sufficient 
to  pay  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  stationed  in  their  respective 
Couniies  one  month's  AVages,  and  their  Billeting  from  the 
day  of  their  enlistment  until  they  were  stationed  by  the 
Commillces  appointed  for  that  purpose,  as  soon  as  a  new 
cmis-ion  of  Bills  shall  be  issued  ;  and  that  they  pay  the 
same  lo  said  Officers  and  Soldiers,  taking  their  receipts 
till  re  for,  and  that  they  make  return  of,  and  be  accountable 
U)  this  Court  for  the  same. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Doctor  If'hiiing  reported  a  Resolve  relative  to  a  Grant 
to  ihe  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.     Read  and  accepted. 
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Resolved,  That  there  he  paid  out  of  the  puhlick  Trea- 
sury of  tliis  Colony  to  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
his  expenses  as  a  Memher  of  the  Continental  Congress  ; 
he  giving  liis  receipt  for  the  same,  and  to  be  accountable  to 
this  Court  therefor. 

In  Council,  August  17,  177.5:   Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  from 
the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  o(  Salem,  reported  as  follows, 
viz : 

On  the  within  Petition,  Rcsoheil,  That  the  same  be  sent 
to  the  honourable  Board,  with  the  desire  of  this  House 
that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  forthwith  granted. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  from 
the  Town  o(  Salem*  reported.     Read  and  accepted,  viz: 

On  a  Petition  from  the  Town  o(  Sale  in,  complaining  of 
many  illiberal  reflections  being  cast  by  some  individuals, 
respecting  the  conduct  of  said  Town  in  the  present  dis- 
pute between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies: 

Resolved,  That  notwithstanding  many  ungenerous  asper- 
sions have  been  cast  on  said  Town,  there  is  nothing  appears 
to  this  Court  in  the  conduct  thereof  inimical  to  the  liber- 
ties and  privileges  oi America ;  but  on  the  contrary,  in  many 
instances,  its  exertions  have  been  such  as  have  done  its  in- 
habitants much  honour,  and  been  of  great  advantage  to  the 
Colony. 

Li  Council,  August  23,  1775  :   Read  and  concurred. 

•To  the  Honourable  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts.Bay  : 
The  Town  of  Salem  humbly  shewcth,  that  many  calumnies  and  mis. 
representations  having  been  made  and  industriously  propagated,  con. 
cerning  the  conduct  of  tlicTown  upon  and  since  the  19th  oi  April  last, 
in  consequence  of  which  its  character  has  been  greatly  injured,  and 
some  of  its  inhabitants  insulted  and  abused,  the  Town  thinks  it  a 
point  of  duty  to  take  effectual  steps  to  vindicate  its  innocence,  and 
procure  a  redress  of  those  grievances  which  are  too  many  and  too  heavy 
any  longer  silently  to  be  endured,  and  therefore  beg  leave  to  give  the 
following  detail  of  facts  :  On  the  lOtli  of  Ajiril,  very  soon  after  authen- 
tick  intelligence  arrived  of  the  barbarous  deeds  of  the  King's  Troops 
at  Lexington,  the  inhabitants  mustered  in  arms,  and  near  three  hun- 
dred marched  off,  and  directed  their  course  according  to  the  intelli- 
gence they  were  continually  receiving  on  the  road  of  the  situation  of 
the  Troops ;  but  though  they  marclied  with  as  much  despatch  as  was 
possible,  consistent  with  their  being  fit  for  action  after  so  long  a  march 
as  they  must  necessarily  make,  yet  they  arrived  m  siirht  of  the  Troops 
not  till  the  last  of  them  were  marching  up  B,iiik,i's  ilill.  Why  tlie 
inhabitants  of  Salem  should  be  so  highly  censiir.  .1  |,,i  ihri.  .Muduct  on 
this  occasion,  the  Town  cannot  conceive.  'I'iiniisjnils  of  iin-n,  nearer, 
much  nearer  the  scene  of  action,  eitlier  staid  at  liome,  or  arrived  no 
sooner  than  the  Salem  Militia;  from  Milton,  and  its  environs  in  parti, 
cular,  the  Militia  got  as  far  as  Cambridge  only,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  Salem  Militia  arrived  at  Chnrlestotnn;  yet,  by  a  strange  and  unac. 
countable  partiality,  tlie  inliahitants  of  Salem  only  are  reproached,  and 
the  multitudes  near  at  liaud,  who  never  stirred  an  inch,  or,  though  tliey 
lived  but  at  half  the  distance,  arrived  as  late  as  the  Salem  Militia,  are 
entirely  excused.  In  short,  it  is  most  absurdly  declared  by  many,  that 
if  the  Salem  Militia  had  not  been  negligent  and  pusillanimous,  the 
King's  Troops  must  have  been  entirely  cut  off;  that  is,  fewer  than 
three  hundred  men  could  have  done  infinitely  more,  in  one  or  two 
hours,  than  the  whole  body  of  Militia  assembled  had  been  able  to  per- 
form that  day.  Very  soon  after  the  battle  at  Lexington,  (and  at  a  time 
when  considerable  quantities  of  fresh  meat  were  carried  into  Boston 
over  the  Neck  and  Charlestown  Ferry,)  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from 
Captain  Bishop,  of  the  Lively,  Man-of-War,  then  stationed  off  our 
port,  his  people  were  allowed  to  purchase  one-quarter  of  beef  for  the 
ship's  use,  and  afterwards  a  few  loose  pieces  of  beef,  in  the  whole  less 
than  one  quarter;  afterwards,  at  three  or  four  different  times,  tliey 
were  permitted  to  purchase  one  or  two  quarters  of  veal  each  time,  for 
the  use  of  the  cabin.  About  two  months  ago.  Captain  Dawson,  in  a 
very  obliging  manner,  requested  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  suffer  to 
be  procured,  for  his  own  use,  a  little  fresh  meat.  The  Committee 
allowed  him  two  quarters  of  veal,  and  no  more.  These  trifles  are  all 
the  pi-ovisions  suffered  to  be  taken  by  the  Committee  from  Salem,  for 
the  use  of  men  employed  in  the  King's  service,  and  about  wliicii  some 
people  have  made  such  a  clamour,  as  though  the  King's  Troops  had 
from  Salem  a  constant  supply  of  fresh  meat.  There  was,  indeed,  a 
q\iantity  of  old  Queheck  bread  stored  at  Salem  so  long  ago  as  in  Jult/, 
1774,  the  property  of  Mr.  Brymer,  of  Boston,  and  whicli  was  offered  for 
the  use  of  our  Army,  but  it  was  so  bad  that  it  was  rejected ;  so  Mr. 
Brymer  desired  leave  to  take  it  away,  which  was  granted  :  this  was  at 
the  time  when  ])ersons  had  liberty,  by  a  resolve  of  Congress,  to  retire 
to  Boston  with  tiieir  effects.  During  the  time  that  boats  were  continu. 
ally  passing  to  and  from  Boston,  to  bring  out  the  distressed  inhabitants, 
the  (i^ommittee  permitted  a  few  things  to  be  sent  thither ;  but  they  are 
too  trifling  to  be  mentioned  :  a  pot  of  about  ten  or  twelve  pounds 
of  butter  to  Doctor  Eliot ;  about  half  as  much  to  the  wife  of  one  of 
the  Selectmen;  and,  perhaps,  a  few  pounds  of  meat  to  some  others, 
sent  by  some  Boston  gentlemen,  at  the  earnest  importunity  of  their 
suffering  friends.  During  the  same  period,  the  Committee  were  in. 
formed  that  one  boat,  under  the  direction  of  one  Badger,  formerly  an 
auctioneer  in  Boston,  had  more  than  once  carried  beef  and  veal ;  and 
it  was  suggested  that  the  I'roops  were  thereby  supplied.  The  Com. 
raittee  immediately  ordered  the  boat  should  be  stopped  on  her  next 
arrival;  and,  as  she  sometimes  arrived  in  the  night,  directed  the  Town 
Watchmen,  in  tliat  case,  to  detain  the  people.  This  was  done,  and 
Badger  and  his  partner  were  brought  before  the  Conmiittee  and  exam- 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of 
Lydia  Paddock,*  reported.     Read,  and  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petitioner  notify  the  Committee  of 
Inspection  of  the  Town  of  Middleborottgh,  by  serving  Ca- 
leb Thomjison,  one  of  said  Committee,  with  an  attested 
copy  of  this  Petition  and  Order,  to  show  cause,  if  any  they 
have,  on  Tuesday,  the  22d  instant,  if  this  Court  be  then 
sitting,  if  not,  on  the  first  fVednesdoy  of  the  next  nieeling 
of  the  same,  why  the  prayer  of  this  Petition  should  not 
be  granted. 

In  Council,  August  18,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

Charles  Chauncy,  Est].,  brought  down  from  the  honour- 
able Board  the  form  of  an  Oath  necessary  to  be  taken  by 
the  Officers,  civil  and  military,  who  may  be  appointed  by 
the  honourable  Board. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  from 
Gouldsborough,  reported. 

Mr.  Jeruet  and  Ca|)tain  Partridge  were  joined  to  the 
Committee  appointed  to  make  up  the  Pay-Roll,  in  the 
room  of  Major  Fuller  and  Mr.  Dix,  absent. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday,  August  IS,  177o. 

The  Town  of  Neivbury  returned  Mr.  Samuel  Moody,  to 
serve  as  a  Representative,  in  the  room  of  the  Hon.  Josejyh 
Gerrish,  Est].,  elected  to  the  Board. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 

ined  ;  they  declared  that  they  supplied  only  the  inliabitanis  of  Boston  ; 
and  from  the  testimony  of  some  Boston  people,  and  the  certificates 
Badger  brought  from  thence,  the  Committee  judged  they  told  the 
truth.  Nevertheless,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  misapplication  of 
such  provisions,  the  Conunittee  ordered  that  no  more  should  be  carried 
to  Boston;  and  effeclually  to  guard  against  the  unfaithfulness  of  auy 
whom  inclination  or  tlie  lioiie  of  gain  might  prompt  to  transgress,  the 
Committee  further  ordered  the  pass  should  be  taken  from  every  boat 
and  vessel  as  soon  as  it  arrived  at  Salem,  and  not  delivered,  on  their  de- 
parture, till  they  had  been  thoroughly  searched,  and  it  was  found  that 
they  had  no  provisions  on  board,  except  what  were  barely  necessary  for 
the  use  of  the  boatmen  or  crews  in  their  passages  backward  and  forward  ; 
and  a  Sub-Committee  were  appointed  weekly  to  see  that  these  orders 
were  punctually  complied  with.  Some  complaint  has  been  made  be. 
cause  the  Custoin-House  boat  has  been  suffered  to  pass,  now  and  then, 
to  and  from  Boston ;  but  for  the  particulars  relative  to  this  matter,  the 
Town  bogs  leave  to  refer  the  honourable  Court  to  Mr.  Derby,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Safety ;  the  Committee  apprehended  no  evil 
could  arise  from  it,  and  considering  the  occasion,  judged  it  right  that 
the  boat  should  be  permitted  to  pass.  This,  may  it  please  the  hon- 
ourable Court,  is  a  brief,  tliough  faithful  narrative  of  facts  ;  hence  it 
may  be  judged  iiow  injuriously  the  Town  of  Salem  has  been  treated. 
The  Town  cannot  forbear  to  express  its  astonishment  what  could  occa. 
sion  the  reproach  so  liberally  thrown  upon  us.  What  motives  could 
be  imagined  sufficient  to  tempt  us  to  neglect  tlie  duty  we  owe  to  our- 
selves, our  posterity,  and  our  Country  ?  What  proof's  have  we  given 
of  our  insensibility,  that  we  should  neither  dread  the  curses  of  slavery 
nor  feel  the  blessings  of  liberty  ?  What  could  we  have  done  more 
than  we  have  done  to  secure  the  latter  to  ourselves  and  all  our  dearest 
connexions  ?  When  the  balance  of  pubUck  aft'airs  being  most  doubt- 
ful ;  when  neither  money  nor  the  means  of  payment  were  provided, 
and  the  sentiments  of  the  Continent  were  unknown,  then  Salem  fur- 
nished every  needful  supply  in  its  power  as  soon  as  the  Army's  wants 
were  known  ;  how  readily  and  to  how  great  amount  the  Committee  of 
Supplies  and  the  Treasurer  can  inform.  We  have  continued  these  sup- 
plies, and  tlie  Town  is  drained.  What  more  remains  for  us  to  do  ?  Such, 
may  it  please  the  honourable  Court,  having  been  our  conduct,  as  the 
Town  has  been  publickly  injured  and  defamed,  we  may  justly  pray 
for  a  publick  vindication  by  the  honourable  Court ;  without  whicli 
our  wrongs  will  be  continued,  and  probably  increased. 

A  true  copj- :  Timothy  Pickering,  Jun.,  Town  Clerk. 

In  a  legal  and  full  Town.meeting  at  Salem,  the  10th  August,  1775, 
The  foregoing  Petition  having  been  repeatedly  read  and  deliberately 
considered.  Voted,  (without  one  negative  voice,)  Tliat  the  Town  ap- 
prove of  the  same,  and  that  the  Town  Clerk  deliver  an  attested  copy 
thereof  to  the  Representatives  of  the  Town,  to  bo  presented  to  the 
General  Court.     Attested : 

Timothy  Pickering,  Jun.,  Tou-n  Clerk. 
*To  the  Honourable   the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Massachusetts-Bay,  in  New-Exgland  ; 

Most  liumbly  slieweth  Lydia  Paddock,  wife  of  Thomas  Paddock,  of 
Middleborough,  in  belialf  of  lier  husband  aforesaid,  that  he,  the  said 
Thomas,  fitted  out  a  vessel  for  the  West-Indies,  laden  with  Lumber, 
and  had  a  clearance  for  the  same,  and  the  consent  of  the  Committee 
for  the  voyage ;  but  by  some  evil-minded  person  the  vessel  was  stopped 
proceeding  on  her  voyage,  and  the  said  Thomas  is  confined  to  his  farm, 
as  your  petitioner  supposoth,  under  an  apprehension  of  being  unfriendly 
to  "his  Country  :  but  no  evidence  is  produced  by  which  he  has  justly 
forfeited  the  p«(oein  and  favour  of  his  countrymen.  His  vessel  and 
cargo  are  spoiliirj.  liiuiself  and  family  suffering,  and  he  totally  igno- 
rant of  .inv  iliiirj  lir  li.is  done  contrary  to  the  safety  of  his  Country, 
or  the  ml',  i-  r  ..|'  id  i  '..iiI  mental  or  Provincial  Congresses.  Therefore 
your  p'  tii;  !:  :  111'  I  i-iiiilily  prays  the  interposition  of  this  lionourable 
Court,  III'!  ■  "iilKjner's  husband  may  proceed  on  said  voyage 

with  suhi  .■!'<.  liaving  no  other  design  but  to  benefit  him- 

self ami  111  I  "  III  I  .  And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall 
ever  pray.  ^vdia  Paddock , 

August  lo,  li/J. 

11 
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what  Oaths  are  proper  and  necessary  to  be  administered  to 
the  Civil  Officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  iionourable  Board, 
brought  down. 

hi  Council,  August  17,  1775:  Passed. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  OrdertJ,  ihat  .Major  Ilau-ley, 
Colonel  C'ushi)ig,and  Colonul  Or«c,  widi  such  as  the  hon- 
ourable Board  shall  join,  be  a  Connniuue  to  bring  iu  a  Bill 
iiL'reeable  to  the  above  Report. 

The  Connniltee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Imhan 
Cliicf  of  the  Tribe  of  .SV.  Franrois,  reported  as  follows, 

"  In  Council,  Aug..(-t  17,  1775. 

■  The  Conimittee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  confer  with 
die  Indian  Chief  of  the  Tribe  of  St.  Francois,  in  Canada, 
now  in  this  Town,  have  attended  that  service,  and  befc  leave 
to  lay  before  the  Iionourable  Court  the  followiniT  account  of 
the  conference  ihey  held  with  him,  and  humbly  report,  as 
their  opinion,  that  it  is  advisable  that  the  four  Indians  wlio 
came  down  with  him  should  remain  at  Cambridge,  under 
the  direction  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington:  and 
that  the  said  Chief,  with  his  Interpreter,  should  return  with 
one  of  our  Stoclcbridgc  Indians,  by  way  of  Ticondcroga, 
U)  wail  upon  General  Schuyler,  where  he  will  have  an  op- 
(lortunity  of  making  the  tender  of  his  services  to  him,  for 
which  we  have  no  immediate  occasion  ;  and  that  a  letter 
be  sent  by  the  said  lnierj)reter  to  General  Schuijlcr,  inform- 
"^^' ''■""  ''^'^■^'"-  "W.Sr.vKU,;;cror</.;v' 

Read  and  concurred,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  and  Dr.  Daijlls, 
Willi  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Com- 
iiiiitee  to  report  a  Letter  to  General  Schuijlcr,  as  above. 

Sent  uj)  for  concurrence. 

(-Questions  asked  the  Indians  of  the  St.  Fuan(,-ois  Tribe. 

Q.  What  occasioned  your  coming  this  way? 

A.  Being  informed  you  were  in  a  state  of  war  with 
(ireat  Britain,  I  came  to  offer  you  our  assistance,  if  wanted. 

(^.  Has  the  Governour  of  Canada  proposed  to  you  to 
take  up  the  hatchet  against  llie  Engli.th  1 

A.  Yes;  frequently. 

Q.  Has  the  Governour  sent  any  agents  among  you  for 
that  purpose? 

A.  Yes;  two  |ier3on?,  who  otlercd  us  presents.  Only 
four  or  five  of  our  young  men  went  to  (zlutbtcJc,  and  took 
blankets. 

<^.  Why  did  you  refuse  to  comply  with  the  proposals  of 
Governour  Carlctonl 

A.  As  our  ancestors  gave  this  coimtry  to  you,  we  would 
not  have  you  destroyed  by  England,  but  are  ready  to  af- 
lord  you  our  assistance. 

(^.  If  Governour  Carlcton  shoidd  know  )ou  oflcred  us 
your  assistance,  are  you  not  afraid  lie  woukl  destroy  you  ? 

A.  We  are  not  afraid  of  it.  He  has  threatened  us;  but 
if  he  attacks  us,  we  have  arms  to  defend  ourselves. 

(^.   Would  your  Tribe  in  general  be  disposed  to  assist  us  ? 

A.  We  some  time  ago  made  peace  with  General  John- 
son, and  buried  the  hatchet,  but  are  now  in  general  ready 
:o  take  it  up  again  in  your  behalf. 

f^.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  Tribes  near  you 
are  disposed  to  afford  us  assistance,  if  wanted? 

A.  There  are  five  Tribes  that  are  of  one  heart,  and 
ready  to  assist  you. 

(^.  How  many  men  arc  there  in  the  five  Tribes  fit  to 
beafr  arms  r 

A.  About  two  thousand  young  men;  and  more,  if 
wanted. 

<^.  When  was  you  at  Mmircal  1 

A.  This  Spring. 

<^.  Had  any  nund)i?r  of  ynur  and  the  other  Tribes  a 
meeting  with  Governour  Carhton  1 

A.  Some  from  the  St.  Franrois,  and  five  other  Tribes. 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  the  Govenvnir: 

A.  We  had  two  meetings :  one  at  Montreal,  the  other 
at  Qucbcck. 

(^.  Do  you  know  of  any  meeting  of  your  Tribes  with 
French  Officers  at  Oso  1 

A.  There  was  a  meeting,  but  they  took  nothing. 
(^.  Do  you  know  whether  any  Tnbe  has  agreed  to  take 
arms  against  u-  ? 

A.  All  the  Tribes  have  agreed  to  afford  you  assistance, 
if  wanted. 


(^.  Do  you  know  the  disposition  of  the  Tribes  far  W'est 
and  iN'orthwest? 

A.  I  don"l  know  ;  they  are  far  off. 

f^.  Have  any  Tribes  joined  General  Johnson  ' 

A.  No. 

<^.   Are  your  Tribe  in  alliance  with  the  Indians? 

A.   Yes. 

U.  Have  you  a  French  Priest  in  your  Tribe? 

A.   Yes. 

(^.  Has  he  given  you  any  advice  with  regard  to  this 
dispute  ? 

A.  Our  Priest  is  no  Warriour,  and  does  not  concern 
himself  about  it. 

(^.  What  is  the  disposition  of  tlie  Canadians  as  to  tak- 
ing arms  ? 

A.  They  are  afraid,  and  are  not  disposed  to  take  arms. 

(^.  How  do  you  like  the  military  appearances  near 
Boston  ? 

A.  Very  well. 

(^.  Would  it  be  as  agreeable  to  join  General  Schuyler 
at  Crov:n  Point  as  the  Army  at  Cambridge  1 

A.  Yes. 

(^.  Should  Genera!  Schuijler  proceed  into  Canada,  to 
take  Montreal  and  (Qucbcck,  would  you  assist  him  ? 

A.  Yes,  heartily. 

Ordered,  That'  the  Indian  Chief  from  St.  Francois 
have  a  good  Blanket  presented  him,  and  that  Colonel  Otis, 
Captain  Batchclder,  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  be  a  Committee  to 
[irocure  and  iiresent  the  same,  and  lay  their  accounts  before 
thi?  House. 

Ordered,  That  ]\fr.  Hopkins  and  Dr.  Baylis,  wiUi  sucli 
as  ilie  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  directed  to  write  a 
Letter  to  General  Schuijlcr,  at  Ticondcroga,  in  behalf  of 
t!ie  Indian  Chief  from  St.  Francois. 

The  Report  on  the  Memorial  from  the  Regiment  of  Mi- 
litia in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  brought  down  yesterday 
hom  the  honourable  ]3oard.     Read  and  concurred. 

The  Resolve  of  Council,  appointing  a  Committee  to  re- 
ceive Donations  fur  the  Poor  of  Boston,  brought  down,  viz  : 

"In  Council,  August  llj,  177,'). 

"  Whereas  this  Board  have  received  information  that 
considerable  sums  of  .Money  and  quantities  of  Provisions 
have  been  alreatly  collected  in  all  the  United  Colonies,  at 
Great  Britain  and  eUewhere,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
sufferers  by  means  of  the  Boston  Port  Bill,  and  others,  in 
the  Town  of  Boston  and  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts- 
Baij,  and  that  other  collections  are  still  making ;  and  where- 
as the  dispersion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  and  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  that  Town  to  receive  donations  render 
it  impossible  that  this  ser\iee  should  now  be  performed  bv 
them, 

'■  Resolved.  That  Samuel  Adams,  Joseph  Palmer,  and 
JSIoscs  Gill,  Esquires,  with  such  as  the  honourable  House 
of  Representatives  of  this  Colony  shall  join,  be  a  Commit- 
tee for  the  future  to  receive  all  such  donations  as  may  be 
sent  by  the  humane  and  charitable  in  this  or  any  oilier 
Colony,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sufferers  aforesaid  ;  the  said 
Committee  to  keep  fair  accounts  of  all  they  shall  receive, 
and  to  be  accountable  to  the  Cieneral  Court  for  the  same."' 

Read  and  concurred  ;  and  Major  Hawleij,  Colonel  Bar- 
rett, Mr.  Durfec,  and  Colonel  Cutt,  are  joined  to  the 
Commiilce  of  the  honourable  Board. 

Resolved,  That  Abraham  Fulkr,  Esq.,  Mr.  Abraham 
Jl'aison,  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Brown,  he,  and  they  are  here- 
by empowered  to  receive  such  articles  of  Clothing  as  the 
Commiilce  of  Supplies  shall  have  contracted  for,  and  as 
they  shall  judge  necessary  to  be  purchased  for  the  Forces 
raised  by  this  Colony;  and  they  aro  also  directed  to  apply 
to  the  Council  for  a  warrant  on  the  Treasurer,  for  a  sulii- 
cient  sum  to  pay  for  said  articles,  and  to  deliver  the  same 
to  the  Captains  in  the  respective  Regiments,  taking  receipts 
theiefor,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  this  Court. 

In  Council,  August  IS,  1775:  Read  and  concurreu. 

Caleb  Cashing,  Esq.,  brought  down  from  the  honoura- 
ble Board  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  what  Oaths  are  proper  and  necessary  to  be  taken 
b\  the  Civil  Officers  to  be  appointed   by  the   lionoura'.he 

Bo:ird. 

Read  in  Council :  non-concurred. 
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Ordered,  That  t!ie  Committee  sit  again. 

Sent  down  for  concunence.     Head  and  concurred. 

Caleb  Cushing,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Petition  o( Ben- 
jamin Foster  and  Jeremiah  Obrian. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  tiie  Petition  from 
the  Selectmen  of  Neirbiiryport,  reported. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommitted. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  and 
the  Remonstrance  of  Benjamin  Brown,  &c.,*  reported  as 
follows  : 

The  Petition  of  Benjamin  Brotm  and  others,  Select- 
men and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Lexing- 
ton, shows  that  Mary  and  Eleanor  Bike  are  still  supported 
by  the  Town  of  Lexington,  as  orderetl  by  the  General 
Court,  and  as  will  appear  by  the  Journals  of  said  Court 
for  the  year  1767.     Therefore, 

Resoked,  That  the  prayer  of  this  Petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
the  sum  of  eighteen  Pounds,  fourteen  Shillings,  and  nine 
Pence,  to  Deacon  Jonas  Stone,  for  the  use  of  the  Select- 
men and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  abovemcntioned 
Town,  in  full  discharge  of  the  above  sum,  from  the  9lh  ol 
June,  1774,  to  the  9th  of  Ji(;ie,  1775. 

Read  and  accepted. 

Ill  Council,  August  18,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Brent,  and  Mr.  SticJc- 
ney,  be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  Mr.  Greenleaf,  with 
respect  to  the  Poor  of  Boston  who  came  over  IJ'innisiiuit 
Ferry,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  for  their 
support. 

A  Memorial  of  Ebenezer  Marvin,  setting  forth  his  ser- 
vices at  Ticonderoga,  k.c.,  and  praying  that  the  Committee 
ajipointed  to  consider  the  same  might  report,  and  make 
allowance  for  his  time  and  expenses,  &:c.,  was  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  Colonel 
Arnold's  Account. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Orne  and  Mr.  Cusliing,  with 
such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee 
to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  the  Letters  and 
other  Pajiers  of  the  late  Governour  Ilulcliinson,  and  how 
they  shall  be  preserved. 

/;(  Council,  August  19,  1775:  Read  and  concurred, 
and  John  Adams,  Esq.,  is  joined. 

John  fl'hitromb,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Petition  of  Jo- 
siah  Jones,  a  Prisoner  in  Concord  Jail,  setting  forth,  that 
"  having  been  obnoxious  to  the  jealousy  of  his  fellow-coun- 
trymen," he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Cape  Porpus,  and 
brought  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  by  wliom  he  was  sent 
to  the  Jail  aforesaid,  and  praying  this  Court  to  take  his 
case  into  consideration,  &,c.,  with  the  following  order  of 
Council  thereon,  viz: 

"In  Council,  August  15,  1775. 

'■  Resolved,  That  Sa7nuel  Adams,  Thomas  Cushing, 
Bejijamin  Lincoln,  and  Moses  Gill,  Esquires,  with  such 
as  the  honourable  House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  take 
this  Petition  into  consideration,  and  report." 

A  Bill  for  making  and  emitting  Bills  of  Publick  Credit. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed. 

♦Province  of  the  Massachusetts.Bav,  August  14,  1775. 
To  the  Hunourahle  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  now  sitting  at  Watertown  : 
The  Petition  and  Remonstrance  of  Be;i;am/«  Brown,  Jonathan  Har- 
rington, Thomas  Parker,  Joshua  Reed,  and  Thuddeus  Parker,  Select, 
men  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Lexington,  humbly 
shows:  That  on  the  9th  o?June,  A.  D.  1767,  Mary  and  Eleanor  Pike,  part 
of  the  family  of  Satnuel  Pike,  were  to  bo  supported  at  the  publick  ex- 
pense, as  will  appear  by  the  Journal  of  tlie  General  Court  on  said  day  ; 
and  proviiion  was  thereon  ordered  to  be  made  for  said  Pikes,  by  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Lexington,  whicli  has  been  done 
accordingly,  and  their  accounts  have  been  allowed  ever  since,  to  the 
9th  of  June,  1771.  The  Petitioners  desire  that  the  following  account 
may  be  allowed,  which  is  the  charge  for  supporting  said  Pikes  from 
the  9th  o^June,  1774,  to  9th  June,  1775.  As  in  duty  bound  shall  ever 
pray,  &c. 

To  52  weeks'  Board,  at  Gs.  8d.  per  week,  £17  6s.  8d. ;  to  sundries 
in  Clothing  for  said  Pikes,  Us.  9d. ;  to  one  pair  of  Shoes,  5.s.  id. ;  to 
a  now  Shift,  6». ;  to  removing  said  Pikes  from  one  place  to  another, 
6.,-.  6d. ;  total,  £19  1,.  5J.  p^^^.^^,,^  B^„„.^^ 

In  the  name  and  hij  the  order  of  the  Selectmen 
and  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
I>?duct  tlie  last  charge  from  the  above  account. 


And  Mr.  Gardner,  Mr.  JVheeler,  Mr.  Jfood,  Mr.  Dir, 
and  Major  Goodwin,  were  appointed  to  carry  the  same  to 
the  honourable  Board. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Cushing,  Colonel  Thompson, 
and  Major  Brooks,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  Peti- 
tion of  Benjamin  Foster  and  Jeremiah  Obrian,  and  re- 
port. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of 
Edward  Emerson*  reported.      Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Edward  Emerson  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  seven  Pounds,  four  Shil- 
lings, in  fidl  discharge  for  the  services  within  specified. 

In  Council,  August  18,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart,  Colonel  Groxtt,  and  Colonel 
Dwight,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be 
a  Committee  to  consider  the  Petition  of  Samuel  White, 
and  other  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  IVatertown. 

The  Conmiittee  a|)pointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of 
Jonathan  Titcomb  and  others.  Selectmen  of  Ntwbury- 
fort,]  reported.     Read  and  concurred. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Jonathan  Greenleaf  be  paid, 
out  of  the  publick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  the  sum  of 
fifty-two  Pounds,  thirteen  Shillings,  and  four  Pence,  in  full 
for  six  half-barrels  of  Powder,  lent  the  Colony,  and  for 
carting  the  same  to  Head-Quarters;  and,  also,  that  the 
Town  oi  Newburyport  be  not  precluded  from  calling  upon 
the  Colony  for  four  other  half-barrels  abovemcntioned,  if 
the  necessity  of  their  case  may  require  it,  they  paying  the 
Colony  the  money  already  received  therefor. 

In  Council,  August  19,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  request  of 
Joseph  and  ft'illiam  Greenleaf,  relative  to  the  Poor  of 
Boston  now  moving  over  to  Chelsea,  reported.  Read  and 
accepted. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
this  Colony,  the  sum  of  thirty  Pounds,  to  Messrs.  Joseph 
and  IViUiam  Greenleaf,  and  Dr.  Roberts,  a  Committee 
appointed  to  take  care  of  said  Poor  as  they  move  out ;  they 
to  improve  said  money  for  said  purpose,  and  to  be  account- 
able to  this  Court  for  the  same. 

In  Council,  August  18,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of 
Thomas  Rice  X  and  others,  setting  forth  the  distressed  state 

•  To  the  Honourable  Great  and  General  Court  assembled  at  Water. 
TOWN  on  the  19M  o/ July,  A.  D.  1775 : 

The  Petition  of  Edward  Emerson  humbly  sheweth  :  That  whereas 
your  Memorialist  was  appointed,  by  Colonel  James  Cargill  and  tlie 
officers  of  his  Regiment,  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  to  convey  to  this 
honourable  Court  Messrs.  Peleg  Crooker  and  Nathaniel  Phillips,  sup. 
posed  being  guilty  of  violating  the  law  of  Congress,  to  which  they  have 
been  heard  before  said  honourable  Court,  your  Petitioner  humbly  prays 
that  the  honourable  Court  would  allow  your  Petitioner,  for  himself, 
one  man,  and  two  horses,  time  and  expenses,  from  Booth. Bay  to  VVa- 
tertoirn,  and  from  Watertown  to  said  Booth.Bay,  which  is  about  four 
hundred  miles,  out  and  home,  and  have  been  on  the  journey  and  here 
ten  days.  That  your  honourable  Court  would  take  the  same  into  your 
wise  consideration,  and  discharge  your  Petitioner  as  soon  as  your  wis. 
dom  will  admit.    And  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

.         ,,„   ,_„.  EfWARD  Emerson. 

Watertown,  August  lb,  17/5. 

tTAc  Colony  of  the  MASSACiirsETTs-BAV  to  the  Town  of  Newbirv- 
1775.  port.  Dr. 

Aug.  To  6  half.barrels  of  Powder,  at  £16  13s.  id £50     0  0 

To  4  do.  supplied  the  Town  of  York,  by  order  from 

the  Committee  of  Supplies 33     6  8 

To  JoA«/,i«/e,  for  carting  the  above  Powder  lent  the 

Colony,  and  going  to  otlier  Towns  for  do 2  13  4 

Supra  Cr.  £36     0  0 

By  Cash  received  of  the  Town  of  York 17  12  0 

Errors  excepted.  £6H     a  0 

Jonathan  Titcomd,  i   j.  , „_  „^ 

^  .  r.  f  Selectmen  of 

Newdurytort,     }  Ariel  Greenleaf,    (^jsifn-iuruport 

August  4,  1775.  \  Richard  Smith,        5  ■'^ 

\To  the  Honourable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  assembled  at  Watertown  : 
Humbly  sheweth  the  Representatives  in  some  of  the  Towns  in  tho 
County  of  Lincoln,  in  behalf  of  said  County,  that  the  unhappy  dis- 
pute between  England  and  the  United  Colonies  in  America,  whereby 
the  exportation  of  hunlir-r  li:is  ceased,  and  the  providence  of  God  in  a 
great  measure  cnii  i;i"  ■•'■Y  mh;  1,  ,|.rs  from  the  English  harvest  by  drought 
and  mildew,  ha  v.      ■    .  i:>l. red  bread  extremely  scarce  amongst 

us,  and  unless  nii;  .        :  "id  we  must  be  soon  wholly  destitute 

of  it;  and  that  .-ue:i  ..  '...t  :.ii>:i:.le  jealousy  and  zeal  of  the  people  in 
said  County  for  the  ciuse  of  liberty,  that  no  vessel  is  permitted  to  sail 
with  lumber  for  corn  to  any  port  without  license  first  obtained  from 
the  General  Court,  the  expense  and  delay  of  which  would,  in  almost 
all  cases,  v.-holly  hinder  the  voyage  :  Wherefore,  your  petitioners  hum. 
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of  the  Inhabitants  at  the  Eastward,  reported.  Read  and 
accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Seleciinen  and  Committees  of  Cor- 
respondence of  the  Towns  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  be 
empowered  to  grant  Permits  to  such  masters  of  vessels  as 
live  within  their  respective  Towns  and  Districts,  who  are 
known  to  be  friendly  to  the  liberties  o{  America,  to  sail 
to  any  of  the  Southern  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  and  no 
where  else,  with  Lumber,  to  procure  Provisions,  without 
molestation  from  the  Inhabitants  of  said  County,  till  the 
further  order  of  this  Court. 

In  Council,  August  18,  ITT.j:   Read  and  concurred. 

Jo/ui  Taylor,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Letter  from  Joseph 
Reel],  Esq.,  Secretary  to  General  Washington,  relative  to 
one  fVilliam  Minns,  late  Keeper  of  the  Li;,dit-liouso. 

The  following  Accounts  were  coinniiuud  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts,  viz  : 

llilliam  .SticL-iiei/,  Em|.,  fir  goiuL,'  after  Powdin-. 

Col.  Jonathan  (irout's,  for  procuiing  Shirts,  Breeches, 
&:c. 

Ur.  Jl'illiam  Jl'hiting's,  for  his  time  and  expenses  on  a 
jouiiiey  to  yew-  York  and  VhiluiUlphia. 

Daniel  Perry's,  for  procuring  Spears. 

The  Committee  on  Colonel  Arnold's  Account  reported 
the  following  Resolve,  viz: 

That  there  be  allowed  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  to 
Doctor  Ebtnczcr  Marvin,  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
Pounrls,  eight  Shillings,  and  si.K  Pence,  in  full  for  Captain 
Ezra  Buell's  Muster-Roll,  he  giving  security  to  the  Trea- 
surer to  pay  the  several  men  their  several  wages,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  Roll  exhibited,  deducting  four  days  from  each 
O/licer  and  private  Soldier's  pay. 

Joseph  (Jcrrish,  Esq.,  brought  down  from  lliu  honour- 
able Board  the  Petition  of  Jf'illiam  ^t'irhols,  requesting 
liberty  to  carry  a  quantity  of  Cord  Wood  to  Nantucket,  to 
enable  him  to  cany  on  his  Clothier's  business. 

Read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  Sairyer,  Deacon  Xich- 
ols,  and  Colonel  Cults. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Pari  ridge,  Colonel  Cu.hing, 
and  Colonel  Sawyer,  be  a  Committee  to  examine  the  Re- 
solves of  Congress  and  Order  of  this  House,  with  respect 
to  furnishing  this  Colony  with  Fire-Arms  and  other  Accou- 
trements, and  report  to  this  House  accordingly. 

On  the  Petition  of  Dr.  Ehcnezcr  Marvin,* 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
publick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  unto  the  within-nanied 

biy  pr;iy  your  Honours  that  the  Committers  of  Correspondence  in  the 
several  Towns  and  Plaiitulions  in  s.iul  C. unity  iiiiy  lie  authorized  to 
grant  permits  to  such  mast,  i  mI'  v  ,s,  :,,,.,  In  .,,,:  i,,,,  i  In  ,i  nspective 
Uistricts,  and  are  known  !<■  :    :  v.  and  arc 

wilhng  to  risk  their  Uves.i;       :  i    i  i  .   i  i.    Southern 

Colonies  with  lumber  to  pr-^M .  j.r..;  i.n  ,.  iiln.it  m,;.  :iti.>iifrom 
any  person  amongst  us  ;  or  ot  li.-ru  jsu  relji^ve  s.iid  iiili  liiilaiils  as  your 
Honours  in  your  wisdom  shall  think  proper.  And  your  Petitioners,  as 
in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

Thomas  Rice,  William  Jones, 

DUMMER  SkWALL,         BkNJ.   W'oOUBKlDliE, 

A,ii;u«t  \:>.  \n^.  William  Howard,     Mosks  Uavis. 

'To  ll,r  Ihnnarahir  CnnrU  ,ui4  lions,  of  R,,,, 

iH  Watertoun,  ,,.,  ,,,    (■ ,    .;    /:,    M, 

Your  Memorial  I  i    ,     ,  I 

last  ho  was  empl-n  ■     '     t  ■  i:  i 

conderoga  and  Ci.,,/,  /'  ,,,  ..  i  i  ,  .'  '■  ,  i; 
the  said  Colonel  Anml.l  i-.  pi-i,  ,.,  ,|  t,,  ii,r  (  tiv 
soners  that  were  lakiji  at  si.  John's,  an. I  t..  pn 
as  could  not  be  aviadiMl,  l'..r  Hi.'  u-..-  .if  sn.l  It. 
lea/er  on  the24th, -J.-.th,  an.l  -Til,  .1.  i  ,  ,,|M(.,.,, 
of  the  recruited  number  of  Captain  /;./.  7  ,  (  ..m 
receiving  intelligence  by  C.il..n.l  .1;;/../,,",  1.  ii. 
Colonel  Arnold  had  received  lr..ni  .S7.  ,/.,/,,/.s-.  n. 
Troops  there^wero  preparing  t.i  rume  and  ntak.; 

utmost  exertions  < 

ing  and   keeping  said    IVists  of  Crovn   I'l 

!\!.-!n..-i:.li>.t    nia.lr    u-^e    of  ]m    inllneiiee.  a 


Ji.-    til. 


ary  i 


could  Mot  have  been  raised,  and  did 
of  money  to  the  said  Company,  for  Hi.  ir  n 
which  by  receipts  tVom  under  their  liaiuls 
was  to  be  repaid  out  of  their  wages;  he  tli 
receive  the  money  on  said  pay-roll,  and  d 
count,  lay  the  same  before  this  House,  toge 
and  has  waited  on  this  honouralile  Court  th. 

re,|n.iits  .)f  tins  C.nrt  tliat  th.-y  din'cl  tiie  Ct 


such  necessaries 
I ;  being  at  Still. 

the  greatest  part 
,  II.-  .nhsted,  and 
.■  a.lvii.'  the  said 
l;  llial  111.'  King's 
nl  I'u.st.s  of  Crown 


ins  of 
inn  to 
npany 


.Marviji,  the  sum  of  four  Pounds,  ten  Shillings,  for  his  ser- 
vices as  mentioned  in  his  Petition. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 

Saturday,  August  19,  ITTJ. 

Thomas  Cogswell's  AccQiml  read,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  on  Accounts. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
publick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  to  C'ol.  Benedict  Arnold, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  Pounds,  thirteen 
Siiillings,  and  nine  Pence,  in  full  for  the  allowance  of  his 
whole  Account,*  after  the  above  detluctions  are  made. 
And  if  Colonel  Arnold  shall  hereafter  prorluce  a  receipt 
from  Colonel  Easton,  of  the  delivery  of  said  Oxen,  Cows, 
and  Horses,  &,c.,  he  is  to  be  allowed  for  the  same. 

Ill  (Jouncil,  August  ly,  {~i~io:   Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lovell  be  directed  to  bring  in 
a  Resolve  appointing  some  persons  to  take  care  of  the 
Boats  at  Weymouth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rice  and  Mr.  Jeivet  be  on  the 
Committee  to  sign  the  Colony  Notes,  in  the  room  of  Dea- 
con Rawson  and  Mr.  Phillips. 

The  Resolve  on  the  Petition  from  Narraguagus  and 
three  other  Eastern  Towns,  brought  down  by  Charles 
Chnuncy,  Esq.,  as  taken  into  a  new  draught.  Read  and 
accepted. 

Resolved,  That  one  Company,  of  fifty  inen,  including 
Officers,  be  raised  and  stationed  in  the  Towns  of  Goulds- 
borough,  ^arragiiagus,  i\  umber- Four,  and  Pleasant- 
River,  and  to  be  on  tiie  same  establishment  as  those  already 
raised  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  to  the  eastward  of  St. 
George's,  and  that  they  be  supplied  with  one  hundred 
pounds  of  Powder,  five  hundred  Flints,  and  Ball  equiva- 
lent ;  and  that  the  Powder,  Ball  and  Flints  be  transport- 
ed to  Falmouth,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  at  the 
expense  of  this  Colony  ;  and  that  the  abovementioned 
articles  be  delivered  to  Captain  Alexander  Campbell,  for 
the  use  of  the  said  Com|);my  when  raised.  Captain  Camp- 
bell, together  with  the  other  Petitioners,  to  be  accountable 
to  this  Court  for  the  same. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

The  Petition  of  Samuel  Scot,  and  other  Inhabitants  of 
jMachias,  reatl,  and 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Otis  be  directed  to  bring  in  a 

to  bring  before  this  Court  their  report  on  said  pay-roll ;  and  that  said 
Committee  be  directed  to  consider  tlie  extraordinary  time  and  expense 
already  incurred,  and  make  such  allowances  therefor  as  this  honour, 
able  Court  shall  think  proper.  And  your  Memorialist,  as  in  duty 
bound,  shall  ever  pray.  Ebenezer  Marvin. 

+  The  Colon!/  of  the  Massaciii'setts-Bav  to  Benedict  Arnold,  Dr. 

To  the  f....t  of  his  account  exhibited  and  signed Xl.OlG  18     3i 

'I'.i  ir.dil  111  said  account  for  sundry  orders,  which  are 

Order  in  favour  of  iUnruin l.'i  14     9J 

Order  in  favour  of  ditto 2:2  10     0 

tirder  in  favour  of  6r'ra/iaHi 5     0     0 

Contra  Cr.  ^T^j^jl 

By  the  credit  of  his  account X359      6  9i 

Bv  Oxen,  Cows,   &c.,  left    at  Croirn  Point,  and  not 

'delivered  pursuant  to  order 44  13  0 

Bv  snndri.'s  wrong  eliarged  in  his  account,  viz: 

I'ai.l  .Vumu../  //^urA- 1    12  10 

Paid  Wm.  Sot'irh,/ 2   13  6 

For  .iin-«i.ai   in   l.iil.-ling  S/o«n',?  Men 3     6  6 

ByCipiiii  /•■■  \|..  uses  for  Horso  hire 126 

Exp.ii        •      '            '/-.• 7     5  7 

By/;..    /;.       .    K     1  214  14  0 

By  M.-.ii.  .n.,   .-...ppli,  d  l,y  Ur.  Mnrum 15  14  9i 

liv  Ur.  .W„.i,,/'.v  Wages 22  10  0 

By  '-''"/"""'s  Wages  as  Surgeon's  Mate 5     0  0 

Bv  Ih.  .V,in-,»-s'HiU  of  Expenses 7  16  10 

Bv  sixty-four  niankets  charged  for  tlie  men  in  Cap. 
"lain  //fiMVA'.s'C.iiipany  vvliieli  the  Committee  think 
ought  not  to  111'  allowed  in  tliis  account,  as  Captain 
Hrrnrk  has  already  received   by  his   Pay.RoU  more 

than  he  ought  to  have  done 38     8  0 

Bv  six  Horses,  Saddles,  &c.,  not  delivered  pursuant  to 

order 107     4  3 

By  Overcharge  in  his  own  Wages,  one  month  fifteen 

days 23     0  8i 

By  Commissioiis  charged  in  his  account 10     0  0 

i864     9  4i 

Balance 195   13  0 

"jt'l.OliO     3  II 
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Resolve  to  notify  the  adverse  party  of  tlie  prayer  of  saiti 
Petition. 

The  Petition  of  Joseph  ralmcr,  read,  and  referred  over 
to  the  next  session. 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  respecting  tlie  Oaths  proper  and  necessaiy 
to  be  taken  by  the  several  OOlcers  of  this  Colony. 

Read  and  concurred,  and  Ordered,  That  IMajor  llaidey, 
Mr.  Cnshing,  and  Colonel  Dwight,  with  such  as  the  hon- 
ourable Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  accordingly. 

A  Memorial  of  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.,  setting  foith  that 
the  Selectmen  of  Fahnoulh  had  supplied  the  Soldieis  sta- 
tioned there  with  a  quantity  of  Powder,  Ball  and  Flints, 
and  praying  that  the  same  rnay  be  rejilaced  or  paid  for  : 
also  praying  for  three  or  four  barrels  of  Powder,  by  way  of 
loan  or  otherwise,  for  the  defence  of  said  Town,  was  read, 
and  committed  to  Major  Cross,  Deacon  jS'icholls,  and  Colo- 
nel Ctttt. 

Moses  GUI,  Esq.,  brontdn  down  a  Bill  for  ratifying  the 
Resolves  of  the  several  I'rovincial  Congresses.  Read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  till  Monday 
morning. 

The  Advertisement,  directing  all  persons  possessed  of  any 
duplicates  or  Receipts  given  by  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  for 
any  publick  Moneys  paid  him,  which  was  read  the  tenth 
instant,  was  again  read,  and  accepted. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Goldthwait  and  others,  late  of 
the  Garrison  at  Fort  Pownall,  praying  for  pay  for  their  ser- 
vices, was  read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  Lovell,  Colonel 
Perry,  and  Deacon  Rawson. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Resolves  of 
the  Continental  Congress  relative  to  manufacturing  Salt- 
]ietre,  was  read,  and  recommitted  to  Major  Jlawley,  Dr. 
fVhiting,  Captain  Partridge,  Mr.  Cashing,  and  Captain 
Goodman. 

Joseph  Peed,  Esq's.  Letter,  brought  down  yesterday, 
relative  to  William  Minns,  was  read,  and  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Freeman  and  Colonel  Otis, 
with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  the  said  William  Minns,  and  re])ort 
what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  him. 

Resolved,  ^\\a.\.  the  Committee  of  Supplies  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  directed  to  deliver  to  Josejdi  IJatiheldcr,  Jun., 
two  half-barrels  of  Powder,  for  the  use  of  the  Town  of 
Beverly,  it  being  to  replace  the  two  half-barrels  lent  the 
Colony  the  18th  June  last. 

In  Council,  August  19,  1775:  Read  and  concuired. 

Benjamin  White,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Advertisement 
for  calling  in  the  Receipts  given  by  Henry  Gardner,  Esq. 

Passed  in  Council,  with  amendment,  viz: 

"//I  Council,  August  19,  1775:  Read  and  concurred, 
with  the  amendment,  viz:  dele  the  words  "without  any 
fee  or  reward  therefor." 

Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

Read  and  non-concurred,  and  the  House  adhere  to  their 
own  vote. 

John  Taylor,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
with  Governour  Hutchinson  s  Letters,  viz  : 

"  In  Council,  August  19,  1775. 

"  The  Committee  above-named  report,  that  it  is  of  great 
importance  that  the  Letters  and  other  papers  of  the  late 
Governour  Hutchinson  be  carefully  preserved,  as  they 
contain  documents  for  history  of  great  moment,  and  that 
evidence  in  the  handwriting  of  a  man,  whose  nefarious 
intrigues  and  practices  have  occasioned  the  shedding  of  so 
much  innocent  blood,  and  brought  such  horrid  calamities 
on  his  native  Country,  may  be  preserved  for  the  full  con- 
viction of  the  present  and  future  generations ;  and  there- 
fore that  such  of  the  Letters  and  papers  aforesaid  as  are 
not  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Honourable  Samuel  Dexter, 
Esq.,  of  Dedham,  be  delivered  to  him,  and,  together  with 
those  already  under  his  care,  faithfully  kept  by  him,  until 
the  further  order  of  this  Court,  and  that  such  of  them  be 
published  from  time  to  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper. 

Read  and  concurred.        "  Jo"n  Adams,  2;er  order." 


The  Report  of  the  Conmiittee  appointed  on  the  Petition 
of  Messrs.  Ol^rian  and  Foster,  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  3/(((.7(/f;s.  Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
till  the  afteinoon. 

Benjamin  White,  Esq.,  brought  down  from  the  Board 
the  Resolve  upon  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the 
Town  of  Watertown,  respecting  the  removal  of  the  Poor 
of  the  Town  of  Boston, 

Ordered,  That  Monday,  ten  o'clock,  be  assigned  for  the 
choice  of  a  Counnittee  to  prepaie  an  estimate  of  the  charges 
which  have  arisen  to  this  Colony  in  the  defence  of  the 
connnon  cause. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hoplins,  Colonel  Orne,  and  Major 
Brooks,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  what  provision  shall 
be  made  for  the  f/if//««  Chief  of  the  Tribe  of  St.  Francois, 
on  his  jouincy  from  this  jilace  to  Ticonderoga. 

Aflcmoon. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  go  to  the  lionourable  Board, 
to  know  if  they  have  i)assed  upon  the  Bill  for  the  emission 
of  an  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds;  and  if  they  have,  to  know 
whether  they  have  concurred. 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.,  came  down  and  informed  the 
House,  that  the  honourable  Board  had  not  concmrcd  in  the 
Bill  for  the  emission  of  One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  bring  duuii 
the  said  Bill  to  the  House. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  brought  down,  and  read. 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esip,  brought  down  from  the  Board 
their  Resolve  for  a|ipoinling  a  Standing  (.'oimniltee  of  In- 
telligence, and  also  a  Letter  to  General  Schuyler,  relative 
to  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  St.  Francois  Indians. 

U|ion  a  motion  made  by  Major  Fuller,  requesting  some 
instructions  with  regard  to  the  articles  of  Clothing  received 
in  accordance  to  the  Resolve  of  the  9th  of  July  last, 

Ordered,  That  the  whole  cost  necessai-ily  arising  upon 
said  Clothing  be  put  upon  those  articles. 

John  ColviU's  Account,  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Accounts. 

The  Bill  for  an  emission  of  One  Hundred  Thousand 
Pounds  was  read  again  the  second  time,  and  amended,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  again  on  Monday  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Mnnil.iy,  August  21,  177.5. 

An  Account  of  the  Selectmen  of  Neivton,  for  thirty-three 
Shovels  and  thirteen  Spades,  delivered  at  the  Ordnance 
Store,  was  read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts. 

The  Rcpoit  of  the  T'ommittee  on  the  Petition  of  Ben- 
jamin Foster  and  Jeremiah  Obrictn,  of  Machias.*  Read 
and  accejUed. 

Whereas  the  Inhabitants  of  Machias  have  been  at  con- 
siderable expense  in  fixing  two  Armed  Vessels  for  the  de- 

'Tii  the  Honouruhle  the  Council  and  House  nf  Representatires  of  the 
Ciihiny  of  the  iVlAssACHUsETTs-BAV,  assembled  at  Watertown,  the 
VMhday  o/'JuLv,  A.  D.  1775: 

The  Petition  of  Benjamin  Foster  and  Jeremiah  Obrian,  in  behalf  of 
the  inhabitants  of  A/ac/iias,  humbly  shewotli  :  That  whereas  your  Peti- 
tioners have  been  at  great  expense  in  fixing  a  Privateer  for  the  defence 
of  tlie  place,  and  its  situation  is  such  that  it  may  be  easily  blocked  up 
by  a  small  vessel  and  stop  all  communication.  We  entreat  with  submis- 
sion that  there  may  be  commissions  for  tlie  officers,  and  some  men  sta- 
tioncd  on  Ihihi!  (pf  her,  to  he  ready  on  any  emergency,  to  take  the 
Troops  Ml;   In.i  1  111  ii  ,iir  stationed  there,  when  thought  proper  hy  our 

Coniiiiiii i     ,    U-.1    humbly    conceive    that   if  said   Privateer 

shoul.l  .  ,    \   ' 1  Vessel,  and   be  taken,  (which  we  are  deter- 

mined I>\-  li  i\  Ml-  I  -  i~i  I  iicr  never  to  be,)  we  shall  be  deemed  and  treat- 
ed as  jurali-s.  ^\■e  woiibl  also  inform  your  Honours  that  there  is  an 
estate  belonging  to  Ichahod  Jones,  formerly  of  Boston,  in  the  hands  of 
Stephen  Jones,  of  Machias.  Your  Petitioners  humbly  beg  that  your 
Honours  would  take  it  uito  cansidi-riitioii,  ami  oidir  said  estate  to  be 
taken  care  of  by  the  Committee  ol'  S.il-  l\   ,ii    U.i.  //;»«,  or  some  proper 

person  that  your  Honours  shall  1 ii    mi  ,  .nil  Hi   I  the  income  of  said 

estate  may  defray  some  of  the  chart;  .^  i  liii  li  m  ,iii,(u  by  reason  of  said 
Jones  being  an  enemy  to  his  Counti_\ .  \\  <  w  .mid  inform  your  Honours 
that  in  taking  the  first  tender,  one  of  the  men  that  was  killed  has  left 
a  poor  helpless  widow  and  six  small  children,  entirely  destitute  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  ;  and  a  number  of  wounded  men  have  lost  their 
whole  summer  by  being  wounded,  and  will  stand  in  great  need  of  some 
relief.  If  your  Honours,  after  consideration,  would  be  pleased  to  give 
directions  so  that  the  profits  of  said  Jones's  estate  may  be  applie<l  for 
the  benefit  of  those  that  have  met  with  these  misfortunes,  your  Peti. 
tioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray.  Brnjamin  Fcpstiir 

JtKKMIAII   ('BR1,^^, 
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lence  of  the  Sea-Coasts,  and  arc  in  continual  danger  of 
liavin^  their  Harbour  bloci<ed  up  by  the  Tenders  and 
Armed  Vessels  of  our  enemies:  Therefore,  licsolvtd, 
That  proper  Officers  be  commissioned  to  take  the  command 
of  said  Vessels,  and  that  the  Commanding  Olhcer  who  shall 
bo  appointed  be  authorized  to  enlist  a  proper  number  of 
Seamen,  not  exceeding  thirty,  to  navigate  each  ol  said  \  es- 
sels  •  and  that  said  Officers  and  Seamen  shall  be  under  such 
pay  of  this  Colony  as  shall  be  hereafter  allowed.  And 
that  the  Connnanding  Officer  of  said  Vessels,  from  time  to 
time,  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  Committee  of  Safely  of 
said  Machlas,  for  Men  to  man  said  Vessels  upon  any 
cniergencv,  from  the  Company  which  is  to  be  stationed  at 
said  Mockius,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Stephen 
Smith ;  and  said  Coinmitlee  are  empowered  to  order  said 
Men  accordingly,  and  when  so  ordered  by  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  on  board,  they  are  to  be  under  the  command  of 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  said  Vessels. 

And  whereas  khalml  Jones,  late  of  Macliias,  a  known 
enemy  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America,  has  fled,  leav- 
ing at  Mnchias  a  considerable  estate,  real  and  personal:  It 
is  therefore  recommended  to  the  Conunittee  of  Safety  of 
that  place  to  take  effectual  care  of  said  estate,  agreeable 
to  the  resolves  and  recommcnilations  of  the  late  Provincial 
Congress. 

In  Council,  Aui^nst  -21,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 
Ordered,  That  Colonel  Ornc,  Captain  Goodman,  and 
Mr.  llobart,  be  a  Committee  to  revise  the  several  Resolves 
of  this  Court  relative  to  the  instructions  given  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  receive  in  and  deliver  out  those  arti- 
cles of  Clothing  for  the  u;e  of  the  Army,  and  to  report  what 
is  proper  furtlier  to  be  done  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  Messenger  of  the  House  inquire  for 
Mr.  Paul  Revere,  and  desire  his  attendance  at  this  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Story,  Mr.  Sawyer,  am\  Mr.  Green- 
leaf,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  directing  in- 
(juiry  to  be  made  into  a  report  that  Jeremiah  Potc  and 
Robert  Pagan  have  lately  exported  a  quantity  of  Fish,  con- 
trary to  the  Resolves  of  Congress,  and  in  case  they  find  it 
upon  examination  to  be  true,  that  they  cause  the  said  per- 
sons to  be  apprehended  and  sent  to  this  Court. 

John  Mhilcomh,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Resolve  on 
the  Petition  of  Messrs.  Foster  and  Obrian,  with  the  fol- 
lowing order  of  Council  thereon,  viz : 

In  Council,  August  21,  177.3:  Read,  and  the  former 
part  of  this  Resolve  concurred,  and  the  latter  part  is  non- 
concurred. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

Read  and  non-concurred  ;  the  House  not  being  able  to 
determine  with  sufficient  precision  whore  the  former  pait 
ends,  or  where  the  latter  part  begins. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
what  was  proper  to  be  done  with  Governour  Hutchinson's 
Letters.      Read  and  accei)tcd. 

The  Bill  for  making  and  emitting  Bills  of  Publick  Credit. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed. 

Sent  up  by  Mr.  GVn-(//ic;-,  Colonel  Orae,  Captain  Good- 
1)1071,  Colonel  Dwight,  and  Colonel  Cushing. 

Tiie  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Resolve,  direct- 
ing that  in(]uiry  should  be  made  into  a  report  that  Jere- 
miah Potc  and  Robert  Pagan  had  exported  Fish  contrary 
10  the  Resolves  of  Congress,  reported.  Read  and  accepted. 
Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  House,  that 
Jeremiah  Potc  and  Robert  Pagan,  of  Falmouth,  in  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  have  lately  exporteil  a  quantity  of 
Fish,  contrary  to  the  Resolves  of  Congress:  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  tlie 
Town  of  Falmouth,  aforesaid,  be  directed  to  make  strict 
inquiry  into  this  matter;  and  if  upon  examination  thereof 
they  should  find  the  persons  aforesaid,  or  either  of  them, 
or  any  other  person  or  jiersons  in  the  Town  o(  Falmouth, 
have  been  guilty  of  violating  the  Resolves  of  the  Congress 
of  this  Colon) ,  or  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, that  they  cause  the  said  person  or  persons,  so  found 
guilty,  to  be  apprehended  and  sent  to  this  Court,  to  answer 
for  their  conduct  in  this  matter,  on  the  first  Thursday  of 
the  next  sitting  of  this  Court. 

Ill  Council,  August  21,  177.'3:   R.'ad  and  concurred. 
The  Order  of  the  Day  moved  for. 


Ordered,  That  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  be  as- 
signed for  the  choice  of  the  Committee  to  prepare  an  esti- 
mate of  the  sums  disbursed  by  this  Colony,  during  tiie  un- 
happy contest  with  Great  Britain. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of 
Roibury,  reported.  The  Report  was  read  and  accepted, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  Committee  a[)pointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Roibury,  rela- 
tive to  their  Colony  Tax  the  current  year,  beg  leave  to 
report  facts  as  follows,  viz:  That  said  Town  o(  Roibury, 
by  the  Troops  stationed  there  and  by  the  enemy,  have  lost 
the  income  of  one  third  part  of  their  real  and  personal 
estate,  as  appears  by  their  assessors.  That  the  polls  in 
said  Town  of  Roibury  pay  near  one  third  part  of  their 
Colony  Tax,  by  which  it  appears  said  Town  of  Roibury 
ought  to  be  abated  two-ninths  of  their  Colony  Tax  the 
present  year. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  the  Resolves  of 
Court  relative  to  the  instructions  given  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  receive  and  dispose  of  the  Clothing  for  the 
use  of  the  Army,  reported.  The  Report  was  recommit- 
ted, to  be  drawn  into  a  Resolve. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  who  were  to  procure  a 
Blanket  for  the  Indian  Chief  of  the  .SV.  Franvois  Tribe, 
be  directed  to  procure  Blankets  for  the  four  others. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  liatchelder  be  directed  to  re- 
port a  Resolve  for  tlie  granting  those  several  Indians  (the 
Chief  included)  forty  Shillings  each,  as  a  month's  ad- 
vanced pa  v. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  who  were  appointed  to 
procure  the  Blankets  be  empowered  to  receive  the  Money, 
and  to  pay  it  to  said  Indians. 

Ordered,  That  the  Account  exhibited  by  Major  Brood's, 
for  procuring  Spears,  be  recommitted  ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  consider  the  services  done. 

The  Bill  for  confirming  and  establishing  the  Resolve  of 
the  several  Provincial  Congresses  of  this  Colony.  Read 
a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  again  at  four  o'clock. 
P.  M. 

Afternuon. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Otis  be  on  the  Committee  upon 
the  I'elition  of  Joshua  Davis,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Baylis. 

Benjamin  fVhilc,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Bill  prescrib- 
ing the  form  of  Oaths. 

Captain  Batchelder  reported  a  Resolve  for  the  paying 
tlie  five  Indians  forty  Shillings  each,  in  the  following  man- 
ner, viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Receiver-General  be,  and  he  here- 
by is  directed  to  pay  to  Colonel  Otis,  Mr.  Iloj'kins,  and 
Captain  Batchelder,  len  Pounds,  for  the  use  and  service  of 
five  Indians  belonging  to  the  St.  Franrois  Tribe,  one  of 
said  Indians  being  a  Chief  of  said  Tribe  ;  the  other  four 
having  entered  into  the  Continental  Army,  are  to  receive 
eight  Pounds  of  said  sum,  as  one  month's  advance  wages 
for  each  of  them. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  go  to  the  honourable  Board, 
desiring  them  to  send  down  the  Money  Bill,  if  tliey  have 
not  passed  upon  it. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Otis,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Cap- 
tain liatchelder,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  and  confer  with  him  respecting  the 
Indian  Chief  at  St.  Franrois,  and  acquaint  him  with  the 
provision  the  House  have  made  for  him  and  four  others  ol 
that  Tribe. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  House  that  some  of 
the  Iiiliabitants  of  the  Town  of  Eastham,  and  some  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Chatham,  and  other  Towns  in 
the  County  of  Barnstable,  have  in  divers  instances  violated 
the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  of  the  Con- 
gress of  this  Colon v  : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  Colonel  2\alhanicl  Freeman 
and  Colonel  Joseph  Otis  be  desired  to  make  inquiry  into 
this  matter;  and  if  upon  exan)ination  they  find  that  any  per- 
son or  persons  in  any  of  the  Towns  aforesaid  have  been 
guilty  of  violating  any  of  the  Resolves  aforesaid,  and  have 
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acted  or  are  acting  in  direct  violation  of  tiie  liberties  of  this 
Colony,  tliat  they  cause  sucli  person  or  persons  to  be  appre- 
hended and  secured  by  those  F^orces  that  are  appointed  to 
guard  tiie  coasts  liiereabout,  and  that  they  be  safely  guarded 
and  brought  up  to  this  Court,  to  answer  for  their  conduct, 
on  the  first  Tuestlaij  after  next  sitting  of  this  Court. 

Ill  Council,  August  •2-2,  1775:   Itead  and  concurred. 

A  Bill  for  prescribing  the  form  of  an  Oath  to  be  taken 
by  the  Civil  and  Military  Ollicers  of  this  Colony,  was  read, 
and  passed  to  be  engrossed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Colonel  Porter,  and  Colonel 
Onic,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  expressive  of 
the  Commission  of  a  Committee  to  be  appointed  by  this 
House,  to  prepare  and  transmit  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress an  account  of  the  sums  disbursed  by  this  Colony  in 
the  ])resent  contest  with  Great  Britain. 

The  Bill  for  making  and  emitting  Bills  of  Publick  Credit, 
read  the  second  time,  and  recommitted  for  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bancroft  be  of  the  Committee,  in 
the  room  of  Colonel  Lovell,  on  the  Petition  of  Thomas 
Goldthwait. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  In- 
habitants of  Machias  reported.  Read,  and  recommitted 
for  amendment. 

The  Bill  for  making  and  emitting  Bills  of  Publick  Credit, 
read  a  tliiid  time,  amended,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-moiTow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 

Tuesday,  August  2Q,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  go  to  the  honourable  Board, 
desiring  them  to  send  down  the  Resolve  which  passed  this 
House  yesterday,  granting  ten  Pounds  to  the  St.  Francois 
Indians;  and  also  the  Advertisement  for  calling  in  the  Re- 
ceipts or  duplicates  of  the  Receipts  of  the  Receiver-Gene- 
rnl,  if  they  are  not  passed  upon. 

The  Report  on  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  fVatcr- 
tou-n,  (entered  August  18,)  read  and  accepted. 

"In  Council,  August  10,  1775. 

"Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury to  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Wutenown  the  sum 
of  twenty  Pounds ;  and  that  said  Selectmen  are  directed 
to  procure  Teams  and  other  Carriages  as  may  be  needful 
for  the  removing  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  Towns  of 
Boston  and  Charlestown  and  their  effects,  to  such  Towns 
as  have  not  received  their  proportion  of  said  poor,  ordered 
by  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  upon  the  best  lay  they 
can,  taking  a  receipt  for  all  the  moneys  they  so  pay,  and 
to  be  accountable  to  this  Court  for  the  money  they  receive; 
conforming  themselves  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  order  of 
the  Court,  passed  the  10th  instant,  and  giving  a  certificate 
to  the  persons  they  shall  send  forward  to  any  Town,  and 
they  to  be  paid  a  reasonable  consideration  for  their  trouble 
by  this  Court.  ,  ^.^^^^  Gushing,  per  order." 

Read  and  concurred. 

Ebenezer  Thayer,  Esq.,  was  returned  a  Jlembcr  from 
Bruinlree. 

Jabcz  Fisher,  Esq.,  came  down  and  informed  the  House 
tl;at  the  honourable  Board  had  concurred  with  the  Resolve 
relative  to  the  grant  to  the  St.  Franrois  Indians ;  and  that 
they  had  non-concurred  with  the  Resolve  for  not  notifying 
those  who  have  Receipts  from  the  Receiver-General  to  re- 
turn them  to  the  Secretary's  Oftice. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Gushing,  Colonel  Thayer,  and 
Colonel  Freeman,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  in  what 
manner  the  Armed  Vessels,  established  by  a  Resolve  of  this 
Court,  shall  be  supplied  with  Provisions  and  Anniiunition. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  upon  the  table  the 
Resolve  for  obliging  the  Collectors  and  others  who  have 
Receipts  of  Henry  Gardner,  Esquire,  to  lodge  them  or 
duplicates  of  them  in  the  Secretary's  Office. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  ex- 
pressive of  the  Commission  of  the  Committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  Accounts  of  the  sums  disbursed  by  this 
Colony,  in  the  present  contest  with  Great  Britain,  re- 
ported.    The  Report  was  recommitted  for  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Story,  Major  Mood'j,  and   Major 


Goodwin,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  new  Resolve, 
directing  Collectors  and  others  who  are  possessed  of  Re- 
ceipts of  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  for  any  Moneys  set  on 
any  Town  or  District,  as  part  of  the  Province  Tax,  to  lodge 
the  same  or  du])licates  thereof,  in  the  Secretary's  Office. 

A  Bill  to  confirm  or  establish  the  Resolves  of  the  seve- 
ral Provincial  Congressess  of  this  Colony.  Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed. 

In  the  Jiftecnth  year  of  Gcoitcr.  the  Third,  King,  i,-c. 

An  Act  to  confirm  and  establish  the  Resolves  of  the  Siv- 

ral  Provincial  Congresses  of  this  Colony, 

Whereas  this  oppressed  Colony  lias,  for  -many  montiis 
past,  been  deprived  of  the  free  exercise  of  its  usual  powers 
of  Government,  which  has  necessarily  occasioned  the  puu- 
lick  business  thereof  to  be  conducted  by  Congresses  ;  and 
as  many  matters  of  the  greatest  importance  for  the  recovery 
and  preservation  of  that  liberty  which  GCid,  nature  and 
compact  have  gi\'en  to  this  Peo))le,  have  been  resolved, 
done  and  transacted  by  Provincial  Congresses,  some  ot 
which  have  not  yet  had  their  full  etfect ;  and  whereas  the 
legality  of  such  Resolves,  doings  and  transactions,  may 
hereafter  be  called  in  question,  and  may  occasion  mucii 
litigation,  unless  confirmed  and  established  in  some  known 
constitutional  manner : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  arid  House  of 
Reprcsenlatives  of  this  Colony  in  General  Court  asscn- 
blcd,  and  bij  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  all  and  e\eiy 
of  the  Resolves,  doings  and  transactions  of  the  several 
Provincial  Congresses  of  this  Colony,  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-four,  to  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
seven  liundred  and  seventy-five,  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
confirmed  and  established  as  lawful  and  valid,  to  all  intent?, 
constructions  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  fully  and  effect- 
ually as  if  the  same  Resolves,  doings  and  transactions  had 
been  done  by  any  General  Court  or  Assembly  of  this  Co- 
lony. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afores'iid. 
That  whenever  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  sued  or  pro- 
secuted before  any  Superiour  Court  of  Judicature,  Court 
of  Assize  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  or  before  any  Inie- 
riour  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  or  any  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  or  before  any  single  Magistrate,  ior 
any  thing  done  in  obedience  to,  or  in  compliance  with  any 
of  the  Resolves,  doings,  recommendations  or  other  pio- 
ceedings  of  said  Congresses,  such  person  or  persons  shall 
and  may  give  this  Act  and  the  Record  of  the  Resolves, 
doings  and  transactions  of  the  several  Provincial  Congresses 
aforesaid  in  evidence  under  the  general  issue,  and  the  same 
thus  given  in  evidence  shall  avail,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  if  the  same  were  specially  pleaded  ;  any  lau , 
usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaa'. 
That  the  Records  of  the  Resolves,  doings  and  transactions 
of  the  several  Provincial  Congresses  aforesaid  be  imme- 
diately lodged  and  forever  hereafter  kept  in  the  Secretary  .-< 
Office  of  this  Colony ;  and  that  the  Secretary  shall  copy 
and  authenticate  all  such  Records  of  said  Resolves,  doin23 
and  transactions  as  shall  be  demanded  of  him,  to  be  used 
in  any  of  the  Courts  aforesaid  ;  which  copies  so  authenti- 
cated' shall  be  received  in  full  evidence  in  said  Courts  f\ 
all  such  Resolves,  doings  and  transactions. 

"/«  Council,  August  -^.'B,  1775:  This  engrossed  B'll 
having  had  two  several  readings.  Resolved,  That  it  pass 
to  be  enacted.  „,  g^^,^.^^^  ^^^^,,^^  ^^^^^ 

A  Petition  of  JVllliain  Baker,  praying  a  grant  for  his  ser- 
vices as  Messenger  of  this  Court,  was  read,  and  committed 
to  Col.  Thompson,  Deacon  Rawson,  and  Capt.  Goodman. 

On  the  Petition  of  Joslnia  Davis,*  representing  that  iie 
has  been  and  is  employed  in  the  service  of  this  Goveii:- 
ment,  in  the  boat  service;  and  likewise  has,  by  direction  oi 

*To  ihr  }fr,ir,„i:,l.le  llie  Council  nml  House  of  Represei,laln-.^s  fr.r  '<■, 
Culniui  nf  the  M.vssachusetts-Bay.     The  Petition  0/ Joshua  Dau? 

That   l.v  .|.'~in.  of  tlie   Into  I.r.no.iraMe   Cnneress  of  the   Colon;.-..-,. 
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the  late  Provincial  Congress,  employed  Si/lrams  Brew, 
as  a  master  boat-builiier,  but  that  no  establishment  has  as 
yel  been  made  lor  liini  or  the  said  Drew;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jos/iua  Davis  be,  and  hereby  is 
entitled  to  the  Pay  of  a  Lieutenant-C'oionel  in  the  Army 
for  the  time  that  he  has  and  shall  continue  in  the  service; 
and  likewise  that  Mr.  Sy/vanus  Drew  be  entitled  to  the 
Pay  of  a  Captain  for  the  lime  that  he  has  and  shall  con- 
tinue in  the  service  as  master  boal-builder ;  and  that  ihey, 
each  of  them,  draw  the  same  allowance  as  is  provided  lijr 
the  Troops. 

Ill  Council,  Aiiffust  '2-2,  177-3:   Read  and  concurred. 

A  Petition  o(  Etiward  Emerson,  praying  that  he  may 
be  allowed  to  fix  a  Schooner,  which  he  had  taken  from  the 
enemy,  for  a  Privateer,  for  the  defence  of  the  Sea-Coast 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Colony,  Ike,  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  Colonel  Spauliling,  Major  Johnson,  Mr.  Cross, 
Colonel  Thompson,  and  Mr.  Crane. 

The  Resolve  of  the  honourable  Board  appointing  a 
Committee  to  transmit  the  transactions  of  the  General 
Court  to  the  Continental  Congress,  was  read,  and  con- 
curred, as  taken  nito  a  new  Draught,  viz: 

lit  solved,  Tliat  nHliam  Sever,  Jedediah  FosUr,  and 
Joseph  I'ulmcr,  Esqs.,  together  witli  such  as  the  honour- 
able House  shall  join,  be  a  Standing  Committee  for  the 
purpose  of  transmitting,  from  time  to  time,  to  our  Dele- 
gates at  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  all  such 
transactions  of  the  Great  and  General  Court,  together  with 
all  such  other  transactions  and  events  as  may  affect  the 
publick,  and  which  may  appear  to  said  Committee  proper 
and  expedient  that  the  said  honourable  Congress  should  be 
made  acquainted  with. 

The  Resolve  appointing  a  Committee  to  prepaie  ac- 
counts of  the  sums  disbursed  by  this  Colony  in  the  present 
contest  with  Great  Britain  being  amended,  was  accepted ; 
thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  be  assign- 
ed lor  the  choice  of  three  jiersons  to  be  a  Committee  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  no  Report  of  any  Committee  shall  be 
received,  unless  there  is  sufficient  room  on  the  papei'  fairly 
to  be  authenticated  by  the  several  Branches. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  lay  the  Re- 
solve making  a  grant  to  the  live  Indians  of  the  Tribe  of 
St.  Francois  on  the  table. 

The  Secretary  biought  it  down  accordingly. 

The  Resolve  directing  Constables  to  transmit  duplicates 
of  their  Receipts  for  such  Money  as  they  have  jiaid  to 
Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  to  the  Secretary.  Read  and  ac- 
cepted, and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Resolved,  and  Ordered,  That  all  and  every  person  and 
persons  in  this  Colony  possessed,  in  behalf  of  any  Town 
or  District,  of  any  duplicate  of  Receipts  given  by  Henry 
Gardner,  Es(].,  since  his  first  appointment  by  the  Congress 
of  this  Colony  to  the  office  of  Jteceiver-General  for  the 
same,  testifying  his  receijjt  of  any  sum  of  money  as  the 
Province  Tax,  or  part  of  the  Province  Tax,  set  on  any 
Town  or  District,  for  any  year  now  |)ast,  do,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  transmit  and  lodge  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Colony,  lately  appointed  by  the  (,"ouncil,  such 
du])licate  whereof  he  is  possessed  as  aforesaid  ;  and  that 
every  Constable  or  Collector,  or  other  person,  who  may 
be  |)ossessed  of  any  Receipt  of  any  such  moneys,  whereof 
a  duplicate  was  not  given,  is  hereby  directed  and  required 
to  procure  a  copy  of  such  Receipt  to  he  made  and  to  be 
examined  by  the  Cleik  of  the  Town  where  he  resides,  in 
this  Colony,  and  certified  by  the  same  Town  Clerk  to  be  a 
true  copy;  and  that  the  person  so  possessed  of  such  single 
Receipts  to  transmit  the  said  cojiy,  with  such  certificate 
thereon,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  the  Secretary's  Office  afore- 
said ;  and  that  every  such  Town  Clerk  who  may  be  ap- 
])lied  to  to  make  such  examination  and  certificate,  is  hereby 

ours  to  consiili'i- 

yoi.  shatl  think  _ , „.  ,„ 

tunhcr  to  ri'incsciit  to  your  Honours,  llmt  by  dosiro  and  uuil.T  tin 
.Un.chon  aiorosai.l,  h,;  employed  a  nii.slor  Imat-l.uildcr,  :\Ir  .v„;,-„„„. 
Di;:ii-.  who  stdl  coutinuos  with  him  in  th(3  service,  and 

person,  uh 


id  grant  him  so  niucli  pay  as  in  your  wisd 
entitles  him  to.     Your  petitioner  bens  le 


vith  liim  in  the  service,  and  whoi 
lioiii-r  hags  leave  to  represent  as  a  worthy. 

faillifully  discharged  his  duty  ;  and  therefore  boffs  voii  will  grant 
aucli  pay  as  you  shall  think  he  deserves.  And,  as  in  duty  l)ound. 
petitioner  shall  ever  pray.  Josncv  Dav 


required  to  do  the  same  without  fee  or  reward  therefor ; 
and  the  said  Secretary  is  hereby  ordered  to  keep  all  such 
duplicates  and  copies  as  may  be  transmitted  to  him  in  the 
most  careful  and  safe  manner,  to  be  improved  by  this  Co- 
lony in  settling  their  Accounts  with  their  said  Receiver- 
General.  This  Resolve  to  be  published  in  the  Cambridge, 
Jf'iitertown,  and  fVorccslcr  Papers. 

In  Council,  August  22,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

Ordtrtd,  That  Mr.  Hopkins  be  directed  to  bring  in  a 
Resohe  lor  the  purpose  of  drawling  out  of  the  Treasury 
ten  Pounds  for  the  five  Indians,  and  that  the  Coinniittee 
furnish  them  with  Blankets  as  was  proposed. 

Resolved,  That  no  more  Accounts  be  received  in  this 
House  during  the  present  session. 

Afternoon. 
Ordered,  That  Colonel  Freeman,  !\lr.  Thayer,  and  Mr. 
Dix,  be  a  Committee  to  receive  and  sort  the   votes  for  a 
Committee  to  prepare  accounts  of  the  sums  disbursed  by 
this  Colony,  in  the  present  contest  with  Great  Britain. 

AVho  having  attended  that  service  repoited,  that  Mr. 
Elbridge  Gerry,  Colonel  Vorter,  and  Colonel  Azov  Ornt, 
were  chosen.  Colonel  Orne  desired  to  be  excused,  and 
ha\ing  offered  his  reasons,  the  question  was  put,  and  he 
was  excused  accordingly.  Mr.  Dix  was  a|)pointed  to  give 
notice  to  Mr.  Gerry  and  Colonel  Porter  of  their  choice 
as  above. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  sum  would  be 
meet  and  proper  to  be  ordered  and  paid  out  of  the  publick 
Treasury  of  this  Colony  to  the  several  gentlemen  Delegates 
from  this  (.'olony  to  the  honourable  Continental  Congress, 
to  enable  tliem  to  defray  their  charge  and  expense  in  their 
journey  and  attendance  at  the  next  session  of  the  said  Con- 
gress, have  attended  that  service,  and  after  conferring  with 
four  of  the  said  Delegates,  and  maturely  weighing  the  mat- 
ter, are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  proper  that  one  hundred  and 
thirty  Pounds,  lawful  money,  is  a  meet  sum  to  be  allowed 
to  each  of  the  said  Delegates  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
Therefore  the  said  Connniltee  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing form  of  a  Resolve,  as  proper  to  be  passed  on  the 
occasion,  viz: 

Rcsolvtd,  That  as  there  has  been  ali'cady  this  session 
ordered  and  ])aid  to  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Es(j.,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  charge  of  his  travel  and  attendance  at  the  next  sitting 
of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  there  be  ordered 
and  i)aid  to  him,  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  the  further 
sum  of  thirty  Pounds,  for  the  purpose  abovementioned  ; 
and  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  Pounds  be 
ordered  and  paid  out  of  the  said  Treasm-y  to  each  of  the 
other  honourable  Delegates  to  the  said  Congress  for  this 
Colony,  to  defray  the  charges  of  their  travel  and  attend- 
ance at  the  next  session  of  the  said  Congress;  and  each  of 
the  said  gentlemen  shall  be  accountable  to  this  Court  for 
the  sum  which  they  shall  resjiectively  receive. 

In  Council,  August  22,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 
An  engrossed  Bill  prescribing  the  form  of  an  Oath  to  be 
taken  by  the  Civil  and   Military  Oflicers  of  this  Colony. 
ReafI,  and  passed  to  be  enacted. 
In  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  Reign  of  Gr.oRf.R  the  Third. 

h'ing,  i\-c. 
An  Ac!  prescribing  the  form  of  an  Oath  to  be  taken  bi/ 
(ill  Commission  Ojficers,  both  civil  and  military,  who 
have  been  commissionated  for  this  Colony  since  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  .IfLY  last,  or  may  be  hereafter  commis- 
sionated, until  the  further  order  of  the  Great  and  Gen- 
eral Court. 

Be  it  C7iactcd  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives in  General  Court  asstmbled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  all  and  every  Connnission  Officer  or  Ofli- 
cers, civil  and  military,  who  have  been  counnissionated 
since  the  nineteenth  day  o(  July  last,  or  may  he  hereafter 
commissionated  by  the  (Council  or  Assistants  of  the  Colony 
of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  New-England,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  or  deriving  any  authority  from,  by,  or  under 
any  Connnission  made  or  to  be  made  by  the  said  Council, 
shall,  until  the  further  order  of  the  Great  and  General 
Court  or  Assembly,  before  they  proceed  in  or  enter  upon 
the   execution  of  their  respective  oliices,  take  the  Oath 
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hereinafter  prescribed,  to  be  aHministcred  by  any  two  or 
more  o(  said  Council  or  Assistants,  or  such  others  as  shall 
be  by  the  said  Council  or  Assistants,  or  the  major  part  of 
then),  thereunto  appointed,  that  is  to  say, 

"You  A  B,  being  appointed  to  the  olHce  of , 

do  solemidy  swear  that  you  will  honestly,  faithfully,  and 
impartially  execute  all  the  duties  of  the  said  office,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  vour  skill  and  abilities.  So  help  you 
God:' 

And  be  it  further  enacted  mid  declared  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  all  Commission  Ollicers,  civil  and  military, 
who  have  been  or  may  be  conimissionatcd  in  manner  as 
aforesaid,  having  taken  the  said  Oath  in  manner  as  above 
prescribed,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  authorized,  empow- 
ered, and  required  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  their 
respective  ollices,  and  that  every  act  and  thing  which  shall 
be  done  by  such  Officers,  respectively,  in  the  execution  of 
such  commission  and  office,  shall  be,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  valid  and  effectual  in  law,  without  his  or  their 
taking  or  subscribing  any  other  oath  or  declaration  whatso- 
ever; any  law,  usage,  or  custom  whatsoever  in  any  wise  to 
the  contrary  hereof  notwithstanding. 

In  Council,  August  23,  1775 :  This  engrossed  Bill 
having  bad  two  several  readings,  Resolved,  That  it  pass 
to  be  enacted. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  go  to  the  honourable  Board, 
desiring  them  to  send  down  Captain  S/onn's  Muster-Roil, 
and  two  Orders  drawn  by  Colonel  Arnold  on  this  Colony, 
viz :  one  in  favour  of  Major  Jonathan  Brown,  and  one  in 
favour  of  Colonel  Eleazer  Oswald. 

Caleb  Cushing,  Esq.,  brought  down  Captain  Sloan's 
Muster-Roll  and  the  two  Orders  sent  for  by  the  House. 

Michael  Farley,  Esq.,  brought  down  from  the  honour- 
able Board  the  following  Resolve,  viz : 

'■III  Council,  August  QO,  ITTJ. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Benjamin  G'reenlcaf  Eldad 
Taylor,  and  Joseph  Palmer,  Esqs.,  with  such  as  the  hon- 
ourable House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  make  inquiry 
in  this  Colony  after  Virgin  Lead  and  Leaden  Ore,  and  the 
best  methods  of  collecting,  smelting,  and  refining  it ;  and 
also  to  inquire  into  the  clieapest  and  easiest  method  of 
making  Salt  in  this  Colony:  the  said  Committee  to  trans- 
mit the  result  of  tlieir  inquiries  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
Colony  at  the  Continental  Congress." 

Read  and  concurred,  and  Colonel  Freeman,  Captain 
Greenlcaf  Dr.  Whiting,  and  Mr.  Story,  were  joined. 

Samuel  Iloltcn,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Bill  empowering 
the  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  within  this 
Colony  to  grant  Licenses  to  Innholdcrs  and  Retailers  in 
certain  cases. 

An  engrossed  Bill  to  confirm  and  establish  the  Resolves 
of  the  several  Provincial  Congresses  in  this  Colony.  Read, 
and  passed  to  be  enacted. 

On  a  motion  made  by  the  Hon.  Jcrathmcel  Bowers, 
Esq., 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Freeman  bring  in  a  Resolve 
directing  and  empowering  Dr.  Baylis,  Colonel  Jl'illiams, 
and  Captain  Toby,  to  repair  to  Swanzey,  and  inquire  into 
the  conduct  of  said  Bowers  and  the  treatment  of  him  by 
some  persons  in  that  Town. 

Mr.  Die  reported  that  such  was  the  situation  of  Mr. 
Gerry's  health,  that  he  desired  the  House  would  excuse 
him  from  serving  on  the  Committee  to  which  he  was  this 
afternoon  appointed  ;  and  he  was  excused  accordingly. 

Colonel  Barter  likewise  desired  to  be  excused  from 
serving  on  said  Committee;  and  having  offered  his  reasons 
therefor,  he  was  accordingly  excused. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock,  be  as- 
signed for  the  choice  of  three  persons  on  the  above  Com- 
mittee, in  the  room  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  been 
excused. 

A  Petition  of  George  Armstrong,  praying  a  reward  for 
his  bravery  at  Noddle's  Island  and  Deer-Island,  and  other 
services  as  a  volunteer  in  the  American  Army,  was  read, 
and  committed  to  Captain  Thatcher,  Major  Bliss,  and 
Deacon  Rawson. 

Captain  John  Sloan's  Pay-Roll  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Colonel  Arnold's  Account. 
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Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony  to  Joseph  Otis,  Esq.,  Captain  Batch- 
elder,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Hopkins,  the  sum  of  ten  Pounds, 
lawful  money,  to  be  by  them  delivered  to  the  Chief  of  the 
St.  Francois  Tribe  and  the  four  Indians  who  attend  him, 
as  a  present  from  this  Court. 

Also,  Ordered,  That  the  above  Committee  ])rocure  for, 
and  present  lo  the  above  Indians  five  Blankets,  and  lay 
their  Accounts  before  this  House. 

In  Council ,  August  2'3,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  and  Pay-Roil  of  Thomas 
Goldthivait,  Esq.,  reported. 

The  Report  was  recommitted,  and  the  Commillee  were 
instructed  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  directing  that  the  payment 
of  said  Roll  be  made  to  the  several  persons  mentioned 
therein,  or  to  their  order. 

Ordered,  That  a  Precept  be  issued  to  the  Town  of  Ox- 
ford, directing  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Town  to  choose 
some  person  to  represent  them  in  this  Assembly,  in  the 
room  of  the  late  Captain  Jl'illiam  JVatson,  deceased. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Story,  Colonel  Ornc,  and  Mr. 
Guile,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Precept  to  be  issued 
to  the  dispersed  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  re- 
quiring them  to  choose  some  person  to  represent  tliem  in 
this  Assembly,  in  the  room  of  the  Honourable  Samuel 
Adams,  Esq.,  elected  to  the  Board. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 

Wednesday,  August  23,  177j. 

Resolved,  That  the  Resolve  of  this  Court  which  passed 
the  21sl  instant,  directing  the  Receiver-General  to  pay 
Colonel  Otis  and  others,  ten  Pounds,  for  the  use  of  five 
Indians  of  the  .SV.  Francois  Tribe,  be  reconsidered. 

An  engrossed  Bill  for  making  and  emitting  of  Bills  of 
Publick  Credit.     Read  and  passed  to  be  enacted. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  how  the  two 
Armed  Vessels  at  Machias  should  be  supplied  with  Provi- 
sions and  Ammunition,  reported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Captain  Jeremiah  Obrian,  appoint- 
ed Commander  of  the  Armed  Schooner  Diligent,  and  of 
the  Sloop  Machias-Liberty,  now  lying  in  the  Harbour  of 
Machias,  fixed  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  Sea-Coast, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  lawful  money  of 
this  Colony,  for  supplying  the  men  with  Provisions  and 
Ammunition.  Also,  that  there  be  delivered  to  the  said 
Obrian,  out  of  the  Colony  Store,  one  hundred  Cannon 
Balls  of  three  pounds  weight  each,  and  two  hundred  Swivel 
Balls  ;  for  all  which,  and  the  captures  he  shall  make,  he  is 
to  account  with  this  Court. 

Colonel  Freeman,  agreeable  to  order,  brought  in  the  fol- 
lowing Resolve,  which  was  accepted,  and  sent  up  for  con- 
currence, viz  : 

Whereas  Jerathmcel  Boivers,  Esq.,  a  Member  of  this 
House,  complains  that  he  has  been  wrongfully  accused  of 
counteracting  the  Resolves  of  the  Coiviinenlal  Congress, 
and  of  acting  a  part  inimical  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
his  Countr}-,  whereby  he  hath  suffered  in  his  character  and 
interest ;  and  having  been  heretofore  possessed  of  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  his  countrymen  as  a  friend  to 
their  rights  and  liberties,  still  avowing  his  inalienable 
attachment  thereto :  and  as  it  is  possible  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  and  Inspection,  who  thought  it 
their  duty  to  stigmatize  him  in  the  publick  papers,  might 
be  misinformed  or  mistaken  in  their  judgrrient. 

Therefore  it  is  Resolved,  That  Dr.  Baylis,  Colonel 
George  Williams,  and  Captain  Toby,  be  a  Committee  to 
make  inquiry  of  said  Committees,  and  to  examine  and  hear 
the  evidences  they  may  produce  against  him  ;  and  also  to 
give  the  said  Bowers  a  fair  hearing  in  his  defence,  and  to 
report  to  this  House  a  true  state  of  the  case  at  the  next 
sitting  of  this  Court,  that  the  said  Bowers  may  be  acquit- 
ted or  censured,  as  he  shall  be  found  deserving. 

Resolved,  That  the  vote  for  appointing  three  persons  as 
a  Committee  to  prepare  accounts  of  the  expenses  this 
Colony  has  been  at,  in  the  present  contest  with  Great 
Britain,  be  so  lar  reconsidered  as  that  said  Committee 
sliould  consist  of  four  persons. 


355 


MASSACHUSETTS  HOT'SE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  AUGUST,  1775. 


35G 


The  Commiitce  then,  having  collected  and  sorted  the 
votes,  reported  that  Captain  I'artridgt,  iMr.  Greathnf, 
and  Deacon  Chccver.  were  chosen. 

Ordertd,  That  Mr.  lieiU  nolity  said  genlk-mcn  of  this 
choice. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  go  to  the  honoiirahle  Board, 
to  inquire  if  they  have  passed  upon  the  Bill  for  making  and 
emitting  IJills  of  Puhlick  Credit. 

Samuel  Jlolten,  Esc].,  came  down  and  informed  the 
House  that  the  honourahlu  Hoard  had  jia^sed  upon  the 
Hill  for  making  and  emitliiig  Hills  of  Hubiick  Credit. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Webster  and  Colonel  Thuvipsou, 
with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  he  a  C'oni- 
mittee  to  attend  Mr.  Revere  while  he  is  striking  oil"  the 
Bills  of  Credit.  That  they  attend  at  certain  hours,  and 
take  the  plates  into  their  own  hands  when  Mr.  Revere  has 
done  with  them  ;  and  that  Colonel  Cits/iiiig  biiiig  in  a  Re- 
solve for  this  purpose. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Mheehr,  ^\r.  Jlopldns,  Colonel 
Sayir,  and  Mr.  Story,  with  such  as  the  honourable  lioard 
shall  join,  be  a  (Jominiilee  to  sign  and  number  the  Hills  of 
Credit.  That  any  three  of  the  Committee  be  sufficient  to 
sign  such  Hill? ;  and  that  Major  Jo/i/i5o;i  bring  in  a  Resolve 
for  this  purpose. 

A  Petition  of  Hannah  (Ivldlhtrait,*  praying  leave  to 
use  the  waters  at  yciclun,  and  that  she  luighl  not  be 
obliged  to  go  to  St  'jj'ord,  where  she  has  been  ordered  to  go 
by  this  Court,  was  read,  and  the  prayer  ihereol  granted, 
and  Colonel  Smjer  api)oiiiled  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  ac- 
coidingly. 

The  Comuiittee  on  Colonel  Arnold's  Accciunl  report- 
ed a  Resolve  for  the  payment  of  Captain  John  Siutm's 
Pay-Roll.f  auKxmting  to  uinet)  -nine  Pounds,  thirteen  Shil- 
lings, and  three  I'ence  farthing.      Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  there  he  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
publick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  the  sum  of  ninety-nine 
I'ounds,  thirteen  Shillings,  and  three  Pence  farthing,  to  the 
said  Benedict  Arnold,  pursuant  to  the  above  order,  the  said 
Arnold  having  given  credit  for  the  same  in  his  Account, 
he  the  said  Arnold  giving  security  to  jiay  the  several 
oHic(Ms  and  men  their  uai'i.'.-:,  as  mentioned  in  the  MuiU'r- 

Jlull. 

I/i  Counril,  Aui^imt  -i-'?,  177.^:    Read  and  ronrnricd. 

Also,  a  lU'Solve  l,,r  ihr  p;.vn)cut  of  Colourl  Arnohrs 
order  in  favour  of  .Major  Jonathan  Ihown,  f..r  twenty 
l',,unds. 

Also,  a  Resolve  for  the  payment  of  Colonel  ArnoliTs 
order  in  favour  of  Colonel  Elenzer  Oswald,  for  twenty- 
seven  Pounds,  seventeen  Shillings. 

All  which  were  accepted  and  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Major  Johnson,  agreeable  to  order,  reported  the  follow- 
ing Resolve,  which  was  accepted,  vi/. : 

Resolved,  That   Mr.    ffheelrr,    Mr.    llopllns,  Colonel 

*  The  humhh  I'etitionof  IIannui  C..,.,,,  m»  m  t,  „f  B„st„n. 

Your  petitioner  humbly  slunv.-tli  :  Tlial  w!iit(ms  yoiir  iicIiIh.i,  r  ..!.. 

tniiiod  lcav(?  of  a  fonimittpc  IVom  your  Honours  and  \\ii\   liniinnr  jl.!i> 

the  (-olony  Council,   to  po  to  the  Town  of  Stafford  for  tli(^  Ii.mi.  lit  >.!" 

nnin;,'  the  wuters  fir  thr   r.c.iv,-iy  "I'  li'T  li.Mllii  ;   un,l  uli.i,  ar   il   i-  ll..' 

not  pnnnit  licr   i  ■  ,  irri.  sllv 

br'tra  of  your   Ilnil-',:       !.>■  '.    I,  '       .     1,,.,.,     •;,  .1     ,.i:{\,ir. 

to,,,    until    slio    ^h,,ll    I-    i.   ::.!    .  n  .  n    .1    1.    p: :    1,.    /,'.      ./„;//,  ;    -.u.d 

your  potitioucr,  a»  ui  duty  liouiid,  will  cm  r  |>i:iy. 

This  may  onrtifv  whom  it  mw  connorn,  that  il  is  llir  i.|diuiiii  of  tli.- 
subscriber,  that  tlio  abovcuKuitioni'd  llaininh  fuildllnr.nl,  is  I.,.,  iiiiirh 
indisposed  by  a  paralytick  diM„dcr1o  undn  lakv  ....  di^l.n.l  ,i  j.,uin.'V  .is 
thn  Town  of  .V/n/?>)rrf.  .•<i.,rii,.,l,  .M  uisham.   Sriii.vi:. 

WATKaTow.v,  Aitgu.1t  23,  177.'). 

1  I'ay.Rnll  nf  the  Hlonp  EvrRKPRisK,  ,J.r.,  fi-om  !!„■  3,/  ,la,/  nf  ^l\\  to 
the  ]sl  ,l,„,  ol  .]r,.y.  lllii. 

.lohn  Pmnt  Sloan,  C.,/!/,,:,,;  'i'miothy  Alr.'.rt,  Mate:  Abuor  liradlcv, 
Smii.ou  U  lyward,  Miltlunv  ^rl■(_•u^,•,  D.ivid  .Stnr.ris,  1*  AUrn,  .S„il„rx  : 
Willi.iin    K'incide,    fool.    o,„l   S.iihr ;    S.ni.lv  Tnibc,   TiinmiH  .1 -nks, 

Airnn  Kiu.rshurv.  .•Sin>u.-1  Wbilinor-.  Kli.-h.iSli.Tiinii.  S.,,hn:-:  .]■■< s 

\V.,i»r,n.  I,,r„lennnl;  lOpbr.um  li'lts,  .lo.i.li  .S.uiboni,  Srit'eooUi 
AiiinH  (J.duciii,  Alinor  Rowi-,  Thorii:is  Kit,-!.,  Willi.un  Di  q,,-,-,  J.iui-s 
Rrakpnaffi-,  Ahijah  Rpardslry,  Uriah  (;rosa,  Sanim-l  All  ■n,  iMihiainl 
Masters,  Icbabod  I'atker,  Jonas  Colucia,  Ichab.xl  iluvlcv,  .lobn  Mart, 
David  Crawt'oot,  John  Lockrain,  Marines. 

Wliolu  Amount Xn.')     G  ij 

Billeting  money  for  one  hundred  and  thirty.throe  days, 

six  Pence  per  day 3     6  6 

Twenty^cvrn  niankctP,  twelve  Shillings  apiece Ifi      1   0 


Sayer,  and  IVillinm  Story,  Elsq.,  with  such  as  the  hon- 
ourable Hoard  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  sign  and  num- 
ber the  Bills  to  he  emitted  by  this  Colony,  conformable  to 
an  \ci  passed  this  session  ;  and  thai  three  of  said  Commil- 
tee,  and  no  more,  sign  each  of  said  ]3ills:  that  is  to  say, 
one  of  the  Board  and  two  of  the  House  ;  and  that  one 
name  in  each  Bill  be  signed  with  red  ink,  one  name  witii 
black  ink,  and  the  other  with  blue  ink. 

Colonel  dishing,  agreeable  to  order,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing Resolve,      liead  and  accepted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Thompson  and  Mr.  ll'tLter, 
with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  j<5in,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  inspect  the  Press  for  striking  off  Bills  of  several 
denominations,  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  of  One  Hundred 
Thousand  Poimds,  lawful  mone)  ;  and  they  hereby  are  di- 
rected to  appoint  the  hours  for  striking  oil' said  Hills,  and  to 
take  especial  i;are  to  kee|)  the  several  |)lates  in  their  own 
hands  and  possession  at  all  times,  except  w  lieu  said  plates 
are  in  use  at  the  hours  assigned  lor  striking  oil'  the  suid 
Bills. 

la  Counril,  August  2^,  1775:  Read  and  concurred,  and 
Benjamin  (f  hite,  E<q.,  is  joined. 

Michael  Farley,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  on  the 
Memorial  from  Salem.     Jiead  and  accepted,  viz : 

On  a  Petition  from  the  Town  of  Salem,  complaining  of 
many  illiberal  reflections  being  cast  by  some  individuals 
re.-pecting  the  conduct  of  Siiid  Town,  in  the  present  dis- 
])me  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies : 

Resolved,  That  notwithstanding  many  ungenerous  as- 
persions have  been  cast  on  said  Town,  there  is  nothing 
appears  to  this  Court  in  the  conduct  thereof  inimical  to 
the  liberties  and  privileges  of  ylmerfcf/ ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, in  many  instances  its  exertions  have  been  such  as 
have  done  its  inhabitants  itmch  honour,  and  been  of  great 
advantage  to  the  Colony, 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Prece[)t  to  bo 
issued  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Boston  reported  a  form,  which 
was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker, 
and  sent  to  Mr.  William  Cooper,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  Bill  for  empowering  the  Courts  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  within  this  Colony  to  grant  Licenses  to  Inn- 
holders  and  Retailers  in  certain  cases.  Read  a  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  next  sessions  of  this  Court. 

The  Pay-Roil  for  the  attendance  of  the  Members  of 
this  House  recommitted,  and  ilie  Committee  instructed  to 
extend  the  time  to  to-morrow,  inclusively. 

Oidcred,  That  Major  Johnson  he  on  the  Commiilee  to 
make  up  said  Pay-Roil,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Jcivcl,  absent. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  attend  the  impression  of 
the  Hills  were  directed  to  see  that  tiiosc  which  are  already 
stiuck  off,  dated  1777,  be  desiniyed. 

Ordered,  That  the  I'elilion  ol  Joshua  Fahyan  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  sessions. 

lit  u/aitiiii  Lincoln,  Estj.,  brought  down  the  Report  of 
ihi'  Cciiiuniiti'e  appointed  to  consider  what  method  can  be 
l;ikeii  lo  (ihtain  the  release  of  those  Inhabitants  v{  Boston 
who  ar,'  now  conlined  in  .(ail,  \  iz  ; 


The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  in  case  Mr.  Hicks 
^Ir.  Jones,  two  persons  now  in  custody  in  Concord, 
by  any  means  procure  the  release  of  Messrs.  Jarnes 
Jl,  J,',hn  Leach,  Jahn  Gill,  William  Starr, -M^d  Peter 
s,  from  prison  in  Riistan,  and  llieir  removal  from  Bos- 
the  said  llicks  and  Jonis,  wiih  three  others,  such  as 
major  part  of  ill.' Counril  sIkiH  consent  lo,  who  are 
ill  cust'iiiy  liy  uKJcr  dt'  ihi-  ( io\ crnment,  be  discharged. 

"  S^^ll  i:i,  Adams,  per  order.''' 
ead  and  concurred. 


Lov^ 

r.de 


ed  of  Colonel  Arnohi,  by  tlie  ron>pany, 

H.lance  due, 

Iavk.n,  Ju.Vai,  1775. 


R 

The  Coiumitlee  appointed  to  consider  the  Resolve  of 
the  Conliiiental  Congress,  relative   to   manufacturing  Salt- 

The  Report  was  reoommilled,  and  ihe  (Joinmittee  were 
instructed  to  insert  a  clause  directing  that  the  Resolves  of 
the  Continental  Congress  should  be  published,  together 
with  this  Resolve. 

Fn-.ich  Fn  i:nan,  Esq.,  broiwht  down  the  Petition  of 
Lndiu  l'add,,ck,  with  the  following  order  of  Council  there- 
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"In  Council,  August  23,  1775:  Read  and  Ordered, 
That  the  within  Petition  be  committed  to  Jnmes  Prescott, 
Esq.,  with  such  as  the  lionoiirable  House  shall  join,  to  be 
inquired  into  and  reported  upon." 

Read  and  concurred,  and  Mr.  Durfce  and  Captain  Stone 
are  joined. 

A  Letter  from  his  Excellency  General  JVashington,  de- 
siring that  all  the  Shirts,  Breeches,  Stockin!i;=:,  aiid  Slioes, 
which  have  been  provided  by  order  of  the  Committee  of 
Supplies,  may  be  delivered  to  the  Quartermaster  General, 
&;c.,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  Smjcr,  Colonel 
Bowers,  and  Colonel  Crushing. 

Colonel  Sni/cr,  agreeable  to  order,  reported  the  follow- 
ing Resolve,  which  was  accepted,  viz: 

On  the  Petition  of  Hannah  Goldthwait,  praying  that 
she  may  have  leave  to  use  the  waters  at  iS'cwion,  and 
not  to  proceed  to  Stnlford,  agreeable  to  leave  obtained  from 
tlie  honourable  Board: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Petitioner  have  the  liberty  asked  for. 

In  Council,  August  21,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

Charles  Chauncy,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  both  Houses  who  were  a|ipoinled  to 
consider  some  method  of  calling  in  the  outstanding  Moneys 
due  to  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  attend  and 
inform  the  House  whether  the  major  part  of  the  Council 
had  consented  to  the  Bill  for  an  emission  of  One  Hundred 
Thousand  Pounds. 

Tiie  Secretary  accordingly  attended,  and  informed   the 
House  that   the   Bill  aforesaid   had   passed  both   Houses, 
and  was  consented  to  by  a  majority  of  the  Council. 
In  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  Reign  of  Geob.ce.  the  Third, 

King,  fyc. 
An  Act  for  7naking  and  emitting  Bills  of  Puhlick  Credit. 

Whereas  the  exigences  of  tiiis  Colony  require  an  im- 
mediate emission  of  Bills  of  Publick  Credit  to  discharge 
the  Publick  Debts :  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Coun- 
cil and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assem- 
bled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  there  be 
foithwith  stamped  on  copper-plates  a  certain  number  of 
Bills  of  Credit  on  this  Colony,  to  the  amount  of  the  sum 
of  One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds,  lawful  money,  of  the 
following  denominations,  viz:  of  one  Shilling,  of  two  Shil- 
lings, of  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  of  four  Shillings,  of 
five  Shillings,  of  six  Shillings,  of  seven  Shillings  and  six 
Pence,  of  eight  Shillings,  of  ten  Shillings,  of  efeven  Shil- 
lings, of  twelve  Shillings,  of  seventeen  Shillings,  of  twenty 
Shillings,  of  twenty-four  Shillings,  of  thirty  Shillings,  and 
of  forty  Shillings;  and  to  be  ten  thousand  of  each  denomi- 
nation, and  no  more:  four-tenths  of  the  number  of  each 
denomination  to  be  of  the  tenour  and  form  following: 
"  No. Colony  of  the  M.issacliiisptts-Bay,  Aug.  18,  1775. 

"The  possessor  of  this  Bill  shall  be  paid  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  Colony  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  lawful 
money,  by  the  18th  day  of  August,  1778:  which  Bill 
shall  be  received  for  the  aforesaid  sum  in  all  payments  at 
the  Treasury,  and  in  all  other  payments.  By  order  of  the 
General  Assembly.  "  A  B,  ^ 

"  C  D,  >  Committee." 
"  E  F,  > 

And  so,  mutatis  mutandis,  fjr  a  greater  or  lesser  sluti. 
Three-tenths  of  each  denomination  to  be  of  the  tenour  and 
form  following,  viz : 

"  No.  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  Aug.  18,  1775. 

"The  possessor  of  this  Bill  shall  be  paid  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  Colony  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  lawful 
money,  by  the  18th  day  of  August,  1779:  which  Bill 
shall  be  received  fur  the  aforesaid  sum  in  all  payments  at 
the  Treasury,  and  in  all  other  pavments.  By  order  of  the 
General  Assembly.  ""  A  B,  ^ 

"  C  D,  >  Committee.'' 

"E  F,  ) 
And  so,  mutatis  Mutandis,  for  a  greater  or  lesser  sum. 
Thiee-tenths  of  each  denomination  to  be  of  the  tenour  and 
form  following,  viz: 

..  Xo.  Colony  of  the  Massaclu..<i..tts-Bay,  Aug.  IS,  1775. 

"  The  possessor  of  this  Bill  shall  be  paid  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  Colony  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  lawful 


money,  by  the  18th  day  of  August,  1780:  which  Bill 
shall  be  received  for  the  aforesaid  sum  in  all  payments  at 
the  Treasury,  and  in  all  other  payments.  By  order  of  the 
General  Assembly.  "  A  B,  ^ 

"  C  D,  >  Committee." 
"EF,S 

And  so,  rnutatis  mutandis,  for  a  greater  or  lesser  sum  ;  and 
that  on  the  back  of  each  of  said  Bills  shall  be  stamped 
the  value  of  the  Bill,  its  date,  and  the  figure  of  an  Ameri- 
can with  a  sword  in  his  right  iiand,  with  the  following  in- 
scription suspended  therefrom,  "  Ense  petit  placidam  sub 
libertate  fjuietem ;"  and  from  his  left  hand  "Magna  Charta ;'' 
and  round  the  figure  these  words,  "  Issued  in  defence  of 
American  Liberty."  Which  Bills  shall  be  received  in  the 
publick  Treasury  and  in  all  payments  in  this  Colony  with- 
out any  abatement  or  discount  upon  any  pretence  whatever, 
under  the  penally  and  forfeiture  of  treble  of  the  value  of 
the  Bill  or  Bills  so  passed,  to  be  paid  and  forfeited  by  the 
receiver,  which  penalty  may  be  recovered  by  action  of 
debt,  complaint  or  indictment,  in  any  Court  proper  to  try 
the  same  in  the  County  in  this  Colony  where  the  oifeuce 
shall  be  committed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  Committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed  by  this 
Court,  to  authenticate  by  signing  and  numbering  all  the 
Bills  aforesaid,  be  and  they  hereby  are  directed  and  em- 
powereil  to  take  care  and  make  efl'ectual  provision  as  soon 
as  may  be  to  cause  the  said  Bills,  of  the  several  denomina- 
tions aforesaid,  to  be  stan)ped  and  emitted,  to  the  amount 
of  the  said  sum  of  One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds,  and  no 
more,  and  to  sign  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  Treasurer 
and  Receiver-General  of  this  Colony,  taking  liis  receipt  for 
the  same  ;  and  the  said  Committee  shall  be  under  oath  for 
the  faithful  management  of  the  business  aforesaid  and  the 
trust  reposed  in  them  ;  they  to  be  rewarded  for  their  service 
as  this  Court  shall  determine. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is  ordered  and  em- 
powered to  issue  forth  and  emit  the  said  Bills  towards  pay- 
ment of  the  publick  debts  of  this  Colony  already  contract- 
ed, and  the  further  growing  charge  for  the  defence  thereof; 
for  payments  of  grants,  salaries  and  allowances,  made  or 
tliat  may  hereafter  be  made  by  the  Great  and  General  Court 
for  the  support  of  the  Government  of  this  Colony,  and  an- 
swering the  incident  and  contingent  charges  thereof,  accord- 
ing to  such  draughts  as  from  time  to  time  shall  be  made 
upon  him  by  warrant  or  order  of  the  Council,  or  such 
draught  and  order  as  have  already  been  made  on  him  by 
any  Committee  heretofore  ajipointed  by  the  Congress  of 
this  Colony,  empowered  to  draw  on  the  said  Receiver- 
General  ;  and  the  said  Bills  shall  pass  out  of  the  Treasury, 
and  shall  be  taken  and  accepted  in  all  payments,  at  the 
rate  therein  expressed. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  give  a  currenc}'  to  this 
emission  of  Bills,  and  to  support  the  Atilh  and  credit  of 
this  Colony,  that  there  should  be  suitable  provision  made 
for  calling  in  and  paying  the  same.  Therefore  : 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  (foresaid,  That 
there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted  a  Tax  of  One  Hundred 
Thousand  Pounds,  to  be  levied  on  polls  and  estates,  both 
real  and  personal,  within  this  Colony,  in  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say:  Forty  Thousand  Pounds  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred Thousand  Pounds  aforesaid,  according  to  such  rules 
and  in  such  proportion  in  the  several  Towns,  and  other 
places  witiiin  this  Colony,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and 
ordered  by  the  General  Court  or  Assembly,  at  their  ses- 
sions in  May,  one  thousand  seven  iiundred  and  seventy- 
seven,  to  be  paid  into  the  publick  Treasury  on  or  be- 
fore the  last  day  of  May  next,  after;  and  the  further  sum 
of  Thirty  Thousand  Pounds,  part  of  the  One  Hundred 
Thousand  Pounds  aforesaid,  according  to  such  rules  and 
in  such  proportions  on  the  several  Towns  and  other  places 
aforesaid,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the 
General  Court  at  their  sessions  in  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  to  be  paid  into 
the  publick  Treasury  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  May 
next,  after;  and  tlie  further  sum  of  Thirty  Thousand 
Pounds,  part  of  the  One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds  afore- 
said, and  according  to  such  rules  and  proportions  on  the 
several  Towns  and  other  places  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon  or  ordered   by  the   General  Court  or  Assembly  at 
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their  sessions  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  and  to  be  paid  into  tiie  puhlick  Treasury 
on  or  before  the  last  day  of  Mmj  next,  after. 

Anil  be  it  further  aiactcd  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  the  General  Court,  at  iheir  sessions  in  May,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  or  at  their  ses- 
sions in  May,  one  thousand  seven  liundred  and  seventy- 
eight,  or  at  iheir  sessions  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  scveniy-nine,  and  some  time  before  liie  twentieth 
dav  of  July  in  each  year,  shall  not  agree  and  conclude 
u|)on  an  act  apportioning  the  sums  which  by  this  act  are 
engaged  to  be  in  each  of  said  years  assessed  and  levied, 
that  then  and  in  such  case,  each  Town  and  other  places 
within  this  Colony  shall  pay  by  a  Tax  to  be  levied  on  the 
polls  and  estates,  both  real  and  personal,  within  their  limits, 
the  same  proportion  of  the  said  sums,  as  the  said  Towns 
and  other  places  were  taxed  by  the  General  Court,  in  the 
Tax  Act  then  hist  preceding:  and  the  Colony  Treasurer  is 
hereby  fully  empowered  and  directed,  some  time  in  the 
month  of./i//y,  in  each  of  the  years  aforesaid,  to  issue  and 
send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  Selectmen  or  Asses- 
sors of  each  Town  within  this  Colony,  requiring  them  to 
assess  the  polls  and  estates,  both  real  and  personal,  within 
their  several  Towns,  for  their  respective  parts  and  propor- 
tions of  the  sums  before  directed  and  engaged  to  be  assess- 
ed, to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  at  tlie  aforementioned 
times  ;  and  the  Assessors,  as  also  persons  assessed,  shall  ob- 
serve, be  governed  by  and  subject  to  all  such  rules  and 
directions  as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  last  preceding 
Tax  Act. 

//(  Council,  Auf^ust  2."},  1775:  This  engrossed  Bill  hav- 
ing had  three  several  readings.  Resolved,  That  it  pass  to 
be  enacted. 

The  Report  of  the  Connnittec  appointed  to  consider 
the  Resolves  of  Congress  relative  to  thi'  estates  of  the 
Jvffugecs,  was  read  and  considered,  and  ordered  to  sub- 
side. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ivesolve  which  passed  the  House  in 
the  forenoon,  appointing  a  Committee  to  sign  and  number 
the  Notes,  he  reconsidered  and  recommitted  to  Major 
llau-ley,  Mr.  Paine,  ?iu\  C<,h,uv]  Freeman;  and  that  Dea- 
con I'lywpinn  be  on  the  said  Connnittee,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Story,  excused. 

The  Report  of  the  Commillee  appointed  to  consider  tlie 
Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  relative  to  Saltpctie 
bring  amended,  was  read  and  acce])ted,  and  is  as  follows, 

Wlicreas  the  honourable  Contim.'nial  Congress  have 
strongly  recommended  to  the  Assemblies  and  Conventions 
of  the  United  Colonies,  to  a|)point  one  or  more  person  or 
persons,  in  each  Colony,  to  put  in  practice  the  making 
Saltpetre,  according  to  such  mode  as  shall  he  best  adajited 
to  their  particular  circumstances  and  to  buy  u)),  on  account 
of  the  United  Colonies,  all  the  good  merchantable  Salt- 
petre that  shall  he  made  in  said  Colonies  by  the  first  day 
of  October,  1776:  Therefore,  in  compliance  with  said  re- 
commendation, and  for  the  carrying  so  valuable  a  purpose 
into  execution, 

It  is  Resolved,  That  Dr.  IVhitivfc,  Deacon  Baker,  of 
Boston,  and  Captain  John  Feck,  be  a  Committee,  whose 
business  it  shall  be  faithfully  and  diligently  to  apply  them- 
selves to  the  manufacturing  of  Saltpetre,  for  the  space  of 
three  months  from  the  first  day  of  September,  177.3,  jointly 
or  severally,  in  such  places  in  this  Colony  as  they  shall 
judge  most  suitable  for  that  jiurpose ;  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  use  all  diligence  to  discover  the  most  eligible 
and  successful  method  of  manufacturing  that  important 
commodity,  and  to  communicate  all  the  useful  knowledge 
they  shall  acquire  in  said  business  to  all  such  as  request  it 
of  them,  and  that  they  from  time  to  time  publish,  in  the 
newspapers  or  otherwise,  all  the  useful  discoveries  they 
may  make  in  the  progress  of  said  hu^ness;  and  each  of  the 
said  (^oiTimittee  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
lick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  for  the  said  term  of  three 
months,  four  Shillings  per  day  for  every  day  they  shall  bo 
employed  in  said  service,  as  a  reward  for  the  aforesaid  ser- 
\  ice. 

And  it  is  further  Rtsolvid,  That  said  Connnittee  are 
hereby  empowiTcd  to  huv  up  all  the  uood  and  merchant- 
able Saltpetre    that   shull'be   made  wiUiin   this  Colony  by 


the  first  day  of  said  October,  177G,  at  half  a  dollar  a 
pound  ;  and  the  said  Committee  are  also  directed  to  buy  up 
all  the  good  and  merchantable  Sulphur  that  shall  be  re- 
fined in  this  Colony  by  the  first  day  of  said  October,  at 
nine  Pence  per  pound,  the  sellers  of  Sulphur  producing 
a  certificate  from  a  major  part  of  the  Selectmen  either  of 
the  Towns  to  which  he  or  they  belong  or  the  Town  where 
such  Sulphur  was  refined,  certifying  that  the  same  was 
produced  and  refined  from  mines  and  ores  within  this 
Colony;  and  the  said  Coinmittee  shall  deliver  such  Salt- 
])etre  and  Sulphur  to  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  he 
apiHjinted  by  the  General  Court  to  receive  the  same,  and 
shall  receive  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury  from  time  to 
time  such  sums  of  money  as  n|)on  the  presentation  made 
to  them  by  said  Connnittee,  they  shall  judge  necessary  for 
buying  up  said  Saltpetre  and  Sulphur. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  it  be  strongly  recom- 
mended to  the  iidiabitants  of  the  several  Towns  in  this 
Colony  that  they  exert  themselves  in  promoting  this  iin- 
])ortant  manufacture,  as  the  surest  means  of  preserving 
their  own  lives,  liberties  and  estates;  of  insuring  the  salva- 
tion of  their  Country  and  its  future  pros|)erity,  by  erecting 
one  or  more  Salt))etre  works,  in  each  Town  where  it  may 
be  done  with  probable  success  ;  and  that  they  not  only 
thoroughly  attend  to  the  working  of  those  materials  from 
which  Saltpetre  inay  he  speedily  procured  without  any 
previous  management,  hut  that  they  also  take  especial  care 
to  collect  together  under  proper  sheds  those  materials  (the 
knowledge  of  which  may  be  easily  obtained  from  publica- 
tions) which,  by  fermenting  and  putrefying  together,  will  in 
due  lime  ailbrd  Saltpetre  with  ease  and  in  gieat  plenty. 

ylnd  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  several  methods 
of  making  Saltpetre  recommended  by  the  honourable  Con- 
tinental Congress  to  the  United  Colonies  be  immediately 
reprinted,  together  with  the  foregoing  Resolves,  and  that 
there  be  added  thereto,  by  way  of  appendix,  the  method 
uf  making  Saltpetre  practised  by  Doctor  Graham,  and  that 
one  of  the  pamphlets  be  sent  to  the  Selectmen  of  each 
Town  within  this  Colony;  and  that  Dr.  fVhiling  procure 
the  reprinting  the  several  methods  recommended  by  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress  for  making  Saltjietre, 
together  with  the  foregoing  Resolves,  and  distribute  them 
agreeable  thereto. 

Jn  Council,  August  -21,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Then  the  HoubC  ailjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock.  _ 

Tliursdaj-,  August  21,  177.1. 

A  Petition  ofEbenezcrBriggs  and  others,  o^Vareham, 
pi'aying  this  CoLirt  to  order  a  number  of  Roats  to  be  pro- 
vided for  the  use  of  lUv.  Soldiers  stationed  in  said  Town, 
was  read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  Cushing,  Cat)tain 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Mills. 

On  the  Petition  of  several  Armourers,*  who  have  been 
engaged  in  the  service  of  this  Colony  : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  four  Poimd'^,  lawful  monev, 
be  jiaid  out  of  the  puhlick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  to  each 
Armourer  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  service  aforesaid, 
on  his  producing  a  certificate  of  his  being  appointed  to  the 
service  of  an  Armourer. 

Jn  (Jouncil,  August  24,  1775  :   Read  and  concurred. 

Tlie  Comuiiltee  on  his  Excellency  General  ff'ashing- 
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|);iying  us  sonic  money,  which  we  sl.uid  in  need  of,  and  cannot  carry 
on  our  business  and  live  conifortuhiy  without.  We  therefore  pray 
your  Honours  that  yon  wonlil  provide  some  house  or  some  comfort. 
aide  jdacn  for  ns,  and  some  person  to  cook  for  us,  as  one  or  two  of  us 
havi'  evirv  il.iv  to  attend  the  cooking  l)usiness ;  which  is  detrimental 
lo  th(>  Count rv. 

IUnjamin  Grii.i.uM,      .Tohn  ."Steele,  Jr. 

liKVJlMTN   MaRRINER,       ReuDEN  StEEI.K, 

Samiii,  I.rs<dM,  Jonathan  Bi.asdell, 

.I.OIN   SrKKI.E,  DaNIEI.  CoI.E. 

(inKo  \Vu>r,  Obei.  Baocer, 
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ton's  Letter,   received    yesterday,    reported.      Read    and 
accepted. 

Resolved,  Tliat  tlie  Sliirts,  Rreeches,  Stockins;?,  and 
Shoes,  provided  by  the  Committee  appointed  to  procure 
Clothing  by  the  last  Congress,  and  by  oider  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supplies,  and  received  by  a  Committee  of  this 
House,  be  delivered  to  the  Quartermaster-General  of  the 
Continental  Army,  for  the  use  of  the  same,  and  take  his 
receipt  therefor;  and  that  such  as  are  now  in  hand  be  for- 
warded by  the  said  Committee  as  soon  as  may  be. 
In  Council,  August  24,  1175:  Head  and  concurred. 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
some  method  of  calling  in  the  outstanding  Moneys  due  to 
tliis  Colony,  read  and  reconmiitted. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  lo  consider 
wbat  method  can  be  taken  to  obtain  tlie  release  of  those 
Inhabitants  of  Boston  who  are  now  in  Jail  in  (hat  Town, 
accepted  by  the  honourable  Board,  and  brought  down 
yesterday.     Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  Resolve 
of  this  House,  passed  yesterday,  appointing  a  Conmiitlee 
to  sign  and  number  the  Bills  of  Credit,  reported,  iiead 
and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Joseph  JVbeeler,  Colonel  Joseph 
Cashing,  Colonel  Ebenczer  Sayer,  and  Deacon  Thomas 
Flymjiton,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join, 
be  a  Committee  to  number  and  sign  the  Bills  of  Credit  to 
be  emitted  by  this  Colony,  in  pursuance  to  an  Act  passed 
this  session,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  making  and  emitting 
Bills  of  Publick  Credit;"  and  that  three  of  said  Commit- 
tee, and  no  more,  sign  each  of  said  Bills  ;  one  of  them 
with  red  ink,  one  with  blue  ink,  and  one  with  black  ink. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  the  Press  and  attend  the  printing  of  the 
Bills  shall,  when  any  convenient  number  of  Bills  are  struck 
off,  deliver  them  to  one  or  more  of  the  said  Committee 
appointed  to  nuujber  and  sign  said  Bills,  taking  a  receipt 
for  the  same,  expressing  the  number  of  the  Bills  so  deliver- 
ed, and  the  amount  of  their  value;  which  receipt  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  Receiver-General  of  the  Colony,  to  be 
taken  up  by  the  ('ommittee  who  sign  said  Bills;  when 
they  shall  deliver  the  same  Bills  therein  expressed  to  him, 
numbered  and  signed  according  to  the  Act  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee 
for  inspecting  the  printing  said  Bills,  before  they  enter  on 
said  service,  be  sworn  before  some  Justice  of  Peace,  who 
for  that  purpose  shall  be  appointed  by  the  honourable 
Board,  to  the  laithful  discharge  of  their  said  oflice. 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  as  often  as  the  said  Com- 
mittee for  numbering  and  signing  the  said  Bills  shall  deliver 
to  the  Receiver-General  of  the  Colony  any  Bills  as  afore- 
said, the  Receiver-General  shall  give  them  a  receipt  for 
the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  same  Bills,  to  be  by  the 
same  Committee  kept  for  the  use  of  the  Colony. 

In  Council,  August  24,  177.5  :  Read  and  concurred,  and 
James  Prcscott  and  Joseph  Palmer  are  joined. 

A  Petition  of  Joseph  Racon,  praying  an  allowance  for  his 
services  as  Post-Rider  between  Cambridge  and  Lebanon, 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  next  sessions  of  this  Court. 

Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  this  House,  directing  the 
Committee  appointed  to  inspect  the  impression  of  the  Bills 
of  Credit,  to  destroy  the  Bills  dated  in  1777,  be  recon- 
sidered ;  and   that  they  be   altered  with  a  pen  to  1778: 

thus 1778. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Lovell  be,  and  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed to  take  care  of  and  secure  a  number  of  jloats 
belonging  to  the  Colony  lately  taken  from  the  Hospital 
Island,  and  are  now  at  H'eymouth,  until  the  further  order 
of  this  Court. 

In  Council,  August  24,  1775 :   Read  and  concurred. 
Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  upon  the  table  the 
Resolve  of  this  Court  relative  to  Governour  Hutchinson's 
Letters. 

The  Secretary  came  down  and  laid  it  on  the  table  ac- 
cordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  abatements  hereafter  ex- 
pressed be  made  in  the  Province  Tax  for  the  year  1775, 
upon  the  several  Towns  hereafter  named,  viz  :  The  Town 
of  Boston  the  whole,  Ruibury  two-ninths,  Marblehead 


one-fourth,  Charlestown  seven-eighths,  Cambridge  one- 
eighth,  Gloucester  one-fourth  of  their  proportion  of  said 
lax  ;  and  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Tax 
Bill  govern  themselves  accordingly  in  proportioning  the 
same. 

Uon.Jcrathmrel  Rowers,  by  leave  of  the  House,  brought 
in  the  following  Resolve,  which  was  accepted,  viz: 

Whereas  a  Resolve  was  passed  by  the  General  Court, 
on  the  fourteenth  of  this  instant,  directing  "  that  from  and 
after  the  fifteenth  day  of  August  instant,  no  Ship  or  Vessel 
should  sail  out  of  any  port  in  this  Colony,  on  any  whaling 
voyage  whatever,  without  leave  first  had  and  obtained  from 
the  Great  and  General  Court  of  this  Colony,  or  from  some 
Committee  or  Committees,  or  persons  they  shall  appoint 
to  grant  such  leave:"  and  it  being  necessary  that  an  ad- 
journment of  this  Court  should  soon  take  ]ilace,  and  by 
means  thereof  many  persons  may  suffer  damage  for  want  of 
such  permits  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  major  part  of  the  Councd  for  this 
Colony  be,  and  they  accordingly  are  hereby  fully  empow- 
ered to  grant  leave  for  any  Vessel  or  Vessels  to  sail  out  of 
any  poit  in  this  Colony,  on  any  whaling  voyage  whatever, 
as  to  them  shall  seem  fit  and  rea'=onable,  for  tlie  benefit  of 
individuals  and  the  good  of  the  pidjlick,  provided  there  be 
good  and  sufficient  security  given  that  the  oil  and  bone  re- 
turned on  said  voyage  shall  be  brought  into  some  port  in  this 
Colony,  except  the  Port  of  Boston,  if  such  permit  do  not 
interfere  with  any  Resolve  or  recommendation  of  the  Con- 
tinental Conure^s  ;  the  power  therein  given  to  the  major 
part  of  the  Council  to  continue  only  in  the  recess  of  tiie 
General  Court. 

In  Council,  August  24,  1775:   Read  antl  concLirrcd. 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  fVarehain*  jiray- 
ing  that  Boats  be  provided  for  the  Company  stationed  at 
Wnreham,  and  Rochester,  for  the  assistance  of  Provision 
Vessels  and  the  Islands  adjacent,  h.c.. 

Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  said  Rochester  be  di- 
directed  and  empowered  to  hire,  at  the  expense  of  this 
Colony,  six  Whale  Boats,  three  to  be  placed  at  IVartham 
and  three  at  Rochester,  for  the  )nn-poses  mentioned  in  the 
Petition,  till  the  further  order  of  this  Court. 

In  Council,  August  24,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

A  Memorial  of  Timothy  Edwards  and  Samuel  Brown, 
Jnn.,  relative  to  provision  inade  for  the  Forces  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Captain  Batcheldcr, 
Mr.  Bryant,  and  Captain  Parker. 

IMoses  Gill,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  following  Resolve  : 

"In  Council,  August  24,  177.-|. 

"  ^Vhereas  this  Coml,  at  their  present  Sessions,  have 
passed  a  Resolve  appointing  Samuel  Adams,  Joseph  Pal- 
mer, Moses  Gill,  Esquires,  ]\Iajor  Ilawley,  Colonel  Bar- 
rett, Mr.  IJurfee,  and  Colonel  Cutt,  a  Committee  to 
receive  all  such  Donations  as  may  be  sent  by  the  humane 
and  charitable,  in  this  or  any  other  Colony,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor  sufferers  by  means  of  the  Boston  Port  Bill, 
which  Committee  are  lo  be  accountable  to  this  Court  for 
the  same  :  And  whereas  the  sufferers  aforesaid  stand  in 
great  need  of  said  Donations,  for  their  immediate  relief; 
therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  beforementioned  be, 
and  hereby  are  empowered  to  distribute  the  Donations 
they  may  receive,  among  the  sufferers  beforementioncd, 
according  to  their  best  discretion." 

Read  and  concurred,  with  the  following  alteration,  viz: 
That  Captain  Thatcher  be  on  the  Committee,  in  the  room 
of  Major  Ihiuley,  who  desires  to  be  excused. 

In  Council,  August  24,  1775:    Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  on   the  Petition  of  Edward  Emerso:i 


*To  the  Hn 


.1\M 


"/  the   Geu 


The   Petition   ..        ,      -    I    .  'i '  i   Wnrrham  humMy 

shcweth:  Tliat  'a  I.     -  :     -   '.  -  ■    '     :..     in  said  Town,  it  I's 

necessary  tliat  111'  \  !'■■  |.n,wl<  I  .'  iili  li'ii  .  n  >.;'i' r  lo  hold  correspond- 
ence with  those  st'iitioned  on  the  ,.,,|«,,silr  Ishnnl.s,  to  go  to  their  assist. 
ance  in  case  of  necessity,  and  liltewise  to  pilot  in  any  vessels  that  ni^iy 
arrive  on  our  coasts  desirous  of  the  same  ;  and  as  there  are  none  pro. 
cured,  your  Petitioners  pray  that  provision  may  immediately  he  niuje 
by  the  honourable  General  Court. 

Edenezer  Briggs,  )  c,  , 

NoAi.  Fearing,        )    """^'"""• 
Warriiam.  August  21,  1775. 
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reported,  tliat  it  be  refunecl  to  the  next  sessions.  The  Ite- 
j)ort  was  read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  u'ranled  to  Joseph  Russell  and 
others,  adventurers  in  the  Whale  Fisliery,  to  wiilidraw 
their  Petition. 

The  Hon.  Robert  Trent  Pniiie,  V.<(\.,  acce|Med  of  liis 
election  to  the  honouiable  Jioard,  and  Colonel  Ornt,  Mr. 
(Jiinlner,  iMr.  ('itslnng,  Mr.  Dir,  and  Colonel  Freeman, 
were  appointed  a  Comniiiiee  to  wait  upon  him  up. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sinrij,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Major  Cross, 
be  a  Committee  to  brini^  in  a  Resolve  lo  suspend  the  i^rant 
of  Powder  to  certain  Euitein  Towns. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Chttrcirs  altendance  at  this  House 
be  left  a  blank  in  the  Pay-Koll. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  (li  rnfs  attendance  be  made  ujj  for 
the  whole  conlinuance  of  the  present  session. 

A  Pay-Rf>ll  for  the  travel  and  atterxlance  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  was  read,  ap[)roved,  and  certified. 

Deacon  David  Jeffries  was  appointed  on  the  Commit- 
tee to  |)repare  Accounts  of  the  sums  disbursed  by  this 
Colony,  in  the  present  contest  with  Great  Britain,  in  the 
room  of  Deacon  Cheever,  who  declines,  and  Mr.  Lothrop 
was  a|)pointed  lo  notify  him  of  the  choice.  The  Commit- 
Ice  being  filled  up,  the  Resolve  expressive  of  their  Com- 
mission was  completed,  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  a  just,  fair,  and  fidl  Account 
of  the  several  sums  of  .Money  expended,  and  other  dis- 
bursements made  by  this  Colony  in  providing  .Military 
Stores  and  other  necessaries  for  the  defence  of  ^wcm-rt« 
liberty,  should  be  prepared  as  soon  as  possible,  that  the 
same  may  be  transniitted  to  the  Continental  Congress,  for 
iheir  consideration  and  allowance  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Isaac  Lothrop,  Captain  Geors;e 
Varlridge,  Mr.  li'illiam  Greenleaf,  and  Deacon  Jcffri'es, 
be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Commiitee,  to  sit  durin:,^  the 
recess  of  this  Court,  and  prepare  a  full,  fair,  and  just''Ac- 
count  of  all  such  sums  of  Money  as  have  been  advanced, 
expended,  and  disbursed  by  this  Colony,  in  providing  and 
l)reparing  all  sorts  of  Military  Stores,  Camp  Equipage  and 
UtensiH,  Proiisions,  and  other  necessary  supplies  for  the 
use  of  the  Army  raised  in  defence  of  American  liberty,  and 
of  all  such  sums  as  have  been  advanced  and  paid  by  this 
C'jlony,  towards  raising,  er|uip])iug,  and  maintaining  the 
Forces  raised  by  this  Colony,  who  have  now  joined  the 
Continental  Arusy,  and  such  others  as  are  raised  in  defence 
of  the  Sea-Coasts;  and,  also,  of  such  expenses  as  have 
been  necessarily  incurred  in  defending  ourselves,  from  the 
19th  of  April  last  until  such  time  as  the  said  Forces  were 
raised,  together  with  the  charges  of  Expresses,  and  oilier 
incidental  and  necessary  expenses;  and  that  the  said  ('(im- 
inillcc  prepire  the  proper  Vouchers  to  support  the  scvcial 
Accounts,  that  the  wlmle  may  be  ready  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, to  be  IranHniiiud  lo  the  Coniinental  Congress,  for 
their  consideration  and  allowance.  And  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Colony  and  the  several  Commiiiees  are  directed  to 
furnish  the  abuvenamed  Committee  with  all  such  Papers 
and  Vouchers  as  may  bo  in  their  several  possessions  and 
custodies,  which  may  he  necessary  to  enable  the  same 
Committee  10. luiiiplcic  the  fuivgoiiigdusign  and  commission. 

The  Commillee  on  the  Petition  and  Pav-Roll  of  Cap- 
tain Thomas  UoldlhwaiCs  Comjiany,  of  the  Garrison  at 
Fort  I'ownall,  again  reported,  and  the  consideration  of  the 
Report  was  put  olflo  the  next  session  of  this  Court. 

Whereas  many  Towns  in  this  Colony  have  been  oidered 
by  this  Court  and  late  Congresses  to  bring  into  the  Pub- 
hck  Magazine  a  part  of  their  Town's  stock  of  Ammuniiion, 
for  the  use  of  the  Amcricatt  Army,  with  encouragement  of 
lia\ing  the  same  re|)lacod  as  <;oon'a-;  the  "itate  of  Uir  Colo- 
ny Magazine  and  the  (liinand  uf  tin'  Audv  u.iiiid  adjiiit 
thereof,  and  great  nii-chicl'  ina\-  ncciin-  (n,iii  ;in  uiinrc.^- 
saiy  delay  of  this  alfiir, 

yicso/rcf/.  That  the  ( ■oiiiiiiillcc  orSuppli,s  l.r.,  r.nd  thev 
hereby  are  empowered  and  ilin ried  lo  lepl.i,-,;  and  drlivi'r 
to  the  several  '1  owns  the  i'cnvder  that  has.  in  consenuencc 
of  the  above  Resolves,  b-en  ordered  therefrom,  as  soon  as 
the  stale  ol  the  Colony  Magazine  will  admit  thereof:  spe- 
cial ixlcrence  being  luul  lo  the  Towns  which  lie  nearest  to 
Jjoston,  and  are  contiguous  to  the  .Sea-Coasts. 

In  Council,  August  -Jl,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 


Michael  Farley,  Esq.  brought  down  the  Report  of  the 
Coinniiiice  appointed  to  consider  some  method  of  calling 
in  the  outstanding  Moneys: 

"  In  t'ouncil,  August  23,  1775. 

"  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  consider 
of  some  method  of  calling  in  the  outstanding  J]oneys  due 
to  this  Colony,  beg  leave  to  report  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
the  following  Resolves  pass  this  Court,  viz: 

"Resolved,  Tliat  the  Assessors  of  each  Town  and  Dis- 
trict in  this  Colony  for  the  present  year  be  required,  so  far 
as  in  their  power,  to  exhibit  to  this  Court,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  its  next  sitting,  the  sum  total  of  the  assessments 
made  on  their  Town  or  District,  for  the  Province  Tax, 
from  the  year  17G9  to  the  year  177-1,  inclusively,  and  to 
whom  such  assessments  were  delivered. 

"And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  each  Constable  or 
Collector  in  each  Town  or  District  in  this  Colony,  or  the 
executors  or  administrators  of  any  of  them  tliat  are  deceas- 
ed, be  required  to  exhibit  to  this  Court,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  its  next  sitting,  the  sum  total  of  the  List  com- 
mitted to  liim  to  collect  for  the  Province  Tax,  from  the 
year  1769  to  the  year  1774,  inclusively;  and,  al-o,  of  all 
payments  that  have  been  made  by  him  to  the  Treasurer, 
\Aitli  the  Recei|its,  or  alte>ted  copies  thereof,  from  such 
Treasurer;  and  that  this  Resolve  be  primed  in  handbills, 
one  of  which  to  be  sent  to  each  Town  and  District. 

"And  be  it  further  Rcsolved,T\M  the  several  Sheriflsof 
the  several  Counties  in  this  Colony,  and  their  Under  Sheritfs 
or  Deputies,  bo  rcijuired  forthwith  to  pay  unto  Henry 
Gardner,  Esq.,  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General  for  this 
Colony,  all  such  Moneys  as  each  of  them  have  received, 
and  as  are  still  remaining  on  their  hands,  by  virtue  of  any 
execution  or  executions,  against  any  Constable  or  Col- 
lector, committed  to  them  by  Harrison  Gray,  Esq.,  for- 
merly Treasurer  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay.'' 

Read  and  concurred. 

Resolved,  That  three  weeks  fiom  next  Jl  ednesday  is  a 
proper  time  for  this  Court  to  be  adjourned  lo. 


The  Resolve  of  the  honourable  Board  appointing  a 
Commiitee  to  transmit  llie  transactions  of  this  Court  to  the 
Continental  Congress.  Read  and  concuircd,  as  taken 
into  a  new  Draught,  and  Mr.  Dcvens,  Mr.  Partridge.  .Mr. 
Lothrop,  and  Mr.  Gerry,  arc  joined  lo  the  Committee  tf 
the  honourable  Board. 

Rcsolvtd,  That  Rlr.  Dir,  Colonel  Thayer,  and  Captain 
Derby,  be  a  Commiitee  to  collect  from  the  Files  of  the 
Commitlee  of  Supplies  an  account  of  all  the  Clothing,  Ac- 
coutrements, and  other  articles  by  them  supplied  Icir  sale 
to  the  Forces  under  the  command  of  General  H'ashington, 
which  were  established  by  this  Colony;  and  said  Commit- 
tee are  directed  to  apply  to  the  Commissary  of  said  Forces, 
and  other  projier  Officers,  by  whom  said  Clothing,  &c., 
were  delivered,  for  copies  of  the  receii)ls  of  the  same,  and 
to  deliver  them  to  the  person  who  shall  be  appointed  to 
pay  off  said  Forces,  so  arranged  that  the  Paymaster  may 
ai  one  view  see  the  amount  which  either  Captain  is  lo  de- 
duct Ik  nil  his  respective  Company,  and  thereby  prevent 
aii\  l<l^^  ol  ilie  publick  debts  due  from  the  Soldiery  of  this 

III  Cinincil,  August  •2\,  1775:    Read  aiul  coiuurrcd. 

Ordered.  That  the  Speaker,  iMr.  Grrry.  and  Colonel 
Onic,  be  a  Commiitee  to  wail  on  his  Excellency  (ieneial 
}f  ashington,  to  desire  him  to  issue  orders  to  the  several 
Captains  in  the  Massachusetts  Forces  to  make  the  jiroper 
detiuctions  from  the  Musier-Rolls  of  their  respective 
Companies,  for  the  articles  willi  which  they  have  been 
supplied. 

Jidcdiah  Foster.  Esq.,  brouiiht  down  from  llie  licnour- 
alile  Board  ihe  Report  of  the  Commillee  of  both  Houses 
on  the  Petition  ol'  Lydia  Faddock,  viz: 

'•  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  lo  whom  was  referred 
llie  i'elition  o'i  Lydia  Paddock,  in  behalf  of  her  husband, 
Thomas  Paddock,  have  attended  that  service,  and  have 
considered  the  said  Peiition  and  Answer  thereto,  and  fully 
heard  the  parlies:  It  appeal■iM^  lo  the  Commitlee  that  the 
said  Thomas  Paddock  is  not  a  friend  to  his  Country,  where- 
by there  is  danger  the  said  Paddock  may  serve  the  enemies 
of  this  Country,  by  supplying  them  with  Provisions,  &ic. : 
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and  it  fiirihcr  appears,  tliat  the  said  Pnrhlock's  Vessel,  now 
lies  in  the  Town  of  Dighton,  loaded  with  Lumber,  ready 
to  sail  to  llie  fVest- Indies ;  the  said  Paddock  liavin;:  pro- 
cured a  clearance  for  said  Vessel,  the  ("onunittee  are  of 
opinion  that  it  nii^ht  lie  of  service,  not  only  to  the  owner, 
but  to  the  publick,  that  the  said  Vessel  proceed  on  the 
voyai^e,  provided  the  said  Vessel  and  Cargo  were  put  under 
the  direction  and  control  of  a  master  who  is  a  real  friend  to 
tliis  Country:  and  therefore  report,  as  their  opinion,  that 
the  said  Thomas  Paddock  he  permilted  to  send  his  said 
vessel  on  the  said  voyao;e,  provided  the  said  Paddock  shall 
procure  such  a  person  for  master  as  shall  be  approved  of 
by  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  Town  of  DIghton. 
"James  Pmscott,  per  order." 

"In  Council,  August  21,  1775:  Read  and  accepted, 
and  Resolved,  That  the  said  Thomas  Paddock  be  accord- 
ingly permitted  to  send  his  said  Vessel  on  the  said  voyage, 
provided  he  shall  procure  such  a  person  for  master  as  shall 
be  approved  of  by  the  Committee  of  Insjiection  for  the 
Town  of  Dighfon." 

Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Memorial  of 
Messrs.  Timothy  Edwards  and  Samuel  Broun,  Jun.,*  re- 
ported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  iiefeiver-General  of  this  Colony 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed   to   pay  to   Messrs.  Tiinothi/ 


Edwards  and  Samuel  Bioivn,  Jun.,  or  order,  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  and  forty  Pounds,  sixteen  Shillings,  for  the 
use  of  further  supplying  Colonel  James  Easton's  Regi- 
ment, for  completing  their  Rilleting,  for  Tin  and  Brass 
Kettles,  Tenls,  and  Frying-Paus;  they  to  be  accountable 
to  this  Court  for  said  sum  of  three  hundred  and  forty 
Pounds,  sixteen   Shillings. 

In  Council,  August  24,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Ilaivley,  Colonel  Dwight,  Col. 
Ornc,  Ml-.  Cashing,  anrl  Colonel  Ereeman,  be  a  Comniit- 
Ice  to  go  to  the  honourable  Council,  and  ac(|uaint  them 
that  this  IJouse  have  finished  all  matters  of  a  publick 
natiue  w  hich  have  been  before  them  ;  and  to  inform  them  it 
is  the  desire  of  this  House  that  they  would  be  i>leased  to 
order  a  recess  of  this  Court,  by  adjournment,  until  the 
twentieth  day  of  Sejiiemlier  next. 

Who  rejjorted,  that  they  had  waited  upon  the  honour- 
able Coimcil  and  delivered  the  Message  accordingly. 

A  JMessage  from  the  honourable  Council,  by  the  Secre- 
tary. 

"Mu.  Si'Eakek:  I  am  to  acquaint  this  honourable 
House,  that  it  is  the  will  antl  pleasure  of  the  majority 
of  the  honourable  Council  that  this  C(;urt  be  adjourned 
to  IVednesday,  the  twentieth  day  of  September  next,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  foienoon,  then  lo  meet  in  this  place  ;  and 
this  Court  is  accordingly  adjourned  to  that  time." 


VIRGINIA  CONVENTION. 

At  a  Convention  of  Delegates  for  the  Counties  and  Cor- 
porations in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  at  the  Town  of  Rich- 
mond, in  the  County  o(  Henrico,  on  Monday,  the   I7th  of 
July,  1775.     Present: 
For  the  City  of  VVill[amsbuiu.ii  :  The   Hon.  Peyton 

Randolph,  Esq. 
Ai.iiEMAur.E:   John  JTulker  and  Charles  I^cv-is,  Esi\-i. 
Amelia:   John  Tabb  and  John  IVinn,  Esquires. 
Amherst:   fVilliam  Cabell,  Jun.,  and  Joseph  Cabell,  Esr|s. 
Augusta:   Samuel  McDowell,  Thomas  Lewis,  John  Har- 

vie,  and  George  Rootes,  Es(]uires. 
Bedford:   John  Talbot  and  Charles  Lynch,  Esqs. 
Botetourt  :  John  Bowyer,  Esq. 
Brunswick:    Frederick   Maclin   and    Henry    Tazewell, 

Esquires. 
BucKiNfiHAM:  John  Nicholas  and  Robert  Boiling,  Esqs. 
Berkeley:  Robert  Rutherford  and  Adam  Stephen,  Esqs. 
Caroline:   James  Taylor  and   IViUiam  IVoodford,  E'liis. 
Charles  City:    fVilliam  ylcrill  and  Benjamin  Harrison, 

Jun.,  Esquires. 
Charlotte:   Paul  Carrinsxlon  and  Isaac  Read,  lOsqs. 
Chesterfield:  Archibald  Cary  and  Benjamin  llatkiiis. 

Esquires. 
Culpepper:  Henry  Field,  Jun.,  F>q. 
Cumberland  :    William  Fleming  and  John  Mayo,  Esqs. 
Dinwiddie:  John  Bannister  and  John  RuJJin,  Esijs. 
Dunmore:  Jonathan  Clarke,  Esq. 
Elizabeth  City:   Henry  King  and  JVorlich  fVeslwood, 

tiSquires. 
Essex:  Meriwether  Smith,  Esq. 
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Fairfax:  Charles  Broadwater  and  Ccnrgc  Mason,  E<^q3. 
FAUqruai:    Thomas  Marshall  and  Jamis  Seoli.  F.^qs. 
Frederick:   A-onc /^((/i(.  Esquire,  and  Charles  M.  Thrus- 

ton.  Clerk. 
Fincastle  :   fVilliam  Christian  and  Sleplien  Trigg,  Escjs. 
Gloucester:   Leans  Bunrell,  E^q. 
Goochland:  ,/oAn  fVoodson  and  Thomas  Manv  Randolph, 

Es,|ni,es. 
Halifax:   Mirajah  IVatkins,  Esq. 
Hampshire:  Jajnes  Mercer,  Esq. 
Hanover:  John  Syme  and  Garland  Anderson,  Esqs. 
Henrico:   Richard  Adams  and  Richard  Randolph,  Esqs. 
James  City:   Robert  C.  Nicholas  anil   fVilliam  Norvell, 

Esquires. 
Isle  uv  Wioht  :   John  S.  Hills  aud  Josiah  Parker,  K'^^. 
KiNd  (iEORfiE:  Joseph  Jones  and  ff  i/liam  Fitzhugh,K^(]s. 
KiNc  and  Queen  :  George  Brooke  and  George  Lyne,  Esqs. 
KiNi,'  William:  Carter  Braxton  and  fVilliam  Aylett,  Es(|S. 
Lancaster:   James  Selden  and   Charles  Carter,  Es(is. 
Loudoun:   Francis  Peyton  and  Josiah  Chapman,  Esqs. 
Louisa:    Thomas  Johnson  and  Thomas  ff  a/^Y  r,  Es(|s. 
FvUNENBURGll :   Duvid  Garland  and  Thomas  Tabb,  Esqs. 
Middlesex:  James  Montague,  Esq. 
IMecklenburgh  :  Robert  Burtonand  Bennett  Goode,  E'qs. 
IVansemond:  Andrew  Meaile  and  James  Dfurdaiigh,  E«-qs. 
New-Kf.nt:    Burwell  Bassett   and    Bartholomew    Dan- 

dridge.  Esquires. 
IN'oKFoi.K.  County:  Thomas  A^etvton  and  James  Holt,  E--qs. 
Northumberland:  Peter  Presley  Thornton  and  Roilhaiii 

Kenner,  Esquires. 
Orani.e  :  Thomas  Barbour,  Esq. 

'1  officeis  and  "ioir  is  I    lo   g'    g 

(  II  1  3  ittpodfi    \    h 

1  ivc  midc  they 

I    rati  pi  take  tl  e 

that  tl   s  ttoild 


I  p   t    'ol     f 

■  T       tl  ;  El 

to  ^  t  rn  t     fo    tho   non  commi 

Tl    t  t     , 

1         cut  on 

to     ai  1    R  cr  ,1  nt    in  tl   s  part 

noil  y 

many  d  the  ilties    but  from  the 

/ 

•    if;"g 

a)  p  ehcnd  that  the   Regi  nent  i 

t       estab 

V  1  e  of  tl     n  in  mon  y   if  pa, 

1 

J     d  ai  d  two 

give  p            1   r      t                   t 

s       1       )     tt 

lo  pail   tiur 

Colo     1 

(he  other 

now  raisinnr  in 

the\ 

t  f  11     t)  I 

o       1       d    d 

appli    1 

but 


Mo 


will  be  yet  wanting,  to  c 
being  w  ant   1  i  n  nc  hat  1 
Y01I    ^.he^  lav 
kettles      also     1 

thej  have  proa  i  t  nts    and  shall  pro  ee  1  to  t  mi    li 

thirt)  moic   ui  I  coi  trary     t!  at  the  te  its  i  id  ket 

tics  were  bougl  t         I     u  I      h  they  could  not  pasa  the  notes 

of  this  Colony,  e\ct,pt  upo  1  tl  ir  piomise  that  they  would  redeem 
tlicin,  if  required.  That  it  ppears  to  them  of  importance  that  the  Com. 
mitti-e  of  Safety  of  the  Colony  of  New-York  be  consulted  on  this  head, 
as  this  Regiment  must  suffer  much,  and  with  foundation  will  complain, 
if  they  should  not  be  able  to  pass  their  notes  for  such  necessaries  and 
convcni  necs  as  must  come  to  thorn  out  of  the  Province  o{  New-York ; 
and  further,  if  the  Committee  of  Supplies  should  he  obliged  to  redeem 
the  notes  which  they  have  or  may  piss  in  that  rrovinco,  it  will  give 
theiii  much  trouble,  and  doubtless  be  some  expeuso  to  this  Colony.  That 
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of  powdtr  oiderod,  but  have  collected  only  one  hundred  and  forty  ime 
pounds ;  this  is  sent  forward.  And  they  further  beg  leave  to  shew, 
that  by  furnishing  seventy  tents,  seventy  tin  and  eight  brass  washing 
kettles,  out  of  the  grant  mule  to  thom  for  providing  stockings,  &c., 
but  a  small  part  will  bo  loft  for  the  expressed  purposes  of  the  grant. 
Thus  your  niemarialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Timothy  Ehwards, 
Sajrel  UnowN,  Ju.<. 
Stockbhidgk,  August  IG,  1773. 
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Prince  Edward  :  Robert  Lau'son  and  Jf'illiam  Bibb,  Esqs. 
Prince  (Jeohge:   Richard  Bland  and  Pcttr  Poytlircss, 

Esijuircs. 
Princess  Annk:   ffilliam  Robiiison,  Esq. 
Prince  Wii.i.iAM  :   Ilniij   Lie  and    Thomas  Blackburn, 

Esquires. 
Richmond:  Robert  Il'ormchi/  Carter,  Esc;. 
Southami'ton:   Edwin  (I ray,  Es(]. 
SroTTSYLVANiA :    C corgc   Stubblejield  and   Mann   I'agc, 

Jun.,   Esquires. 
Stafford:    Charles   Carter  and    Thomas  hudtcell  Lee, 

Esquires. 
Sirky:  Allen  Cocke  and  Nicholas  Faulcon,  Esqs. 
SrssEX  :   David  Mason  and  llcnry  Gee,  Esquires. 
AVahwick  :   JVilliam  Lan<^horne,  Esq. 
Westmoreland  :    Richard  Lee  and  John  A.  Jf'ashington, 

Esquiri'S. 
York  :   Dudley  Digges  and  Thomas  Nelson,  Esqs. 
Jamestown  :  Champion  Travis,  Esq. 
Norfolk  Borough  :  Josejjh  Hatchings,  Esq. 

Tiie  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Es([.,  was  unanimously 
elected  President  of  tliis  Convenliun,  and  Mr.  John  Taze- 
well, Clerk. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  observe,  in  their 
debates  and  proceedinns,  the  same  Rules  and  Orders  as 
are  established  in  the  House  of  Burgesses  of  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Miles  SchUn  be  appointed 
Chaplain  to  this  Convention,  and  that  he  be  desired  to 
read  Prayers  every  morning  at  eight  o'clock  ;  and  also  to 
preach  a  Sermon  on  Thursday  next,  being  the  day  recom- 
mended by  the  General  Congress  to  be  kept  as  a  solemn 
Fast. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 


Tii.-Hd.iy,  July  18,  1775. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  immediately  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideiation  the  slate 
of  the  Colony. 

Tlie  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
Committee;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Air.  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  JMr.  Blond  re])orled,  that  the 
(,'ommittee  had  had  under  their  consideration  the  state  of 
the  Colony,  hut  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same, 
had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
ilself  into  a  Committee  to  t^ike  under  their  further  consi- 
deration tlie  stale  of  the  Colony. 

A  Petition  of  Jl  illiam  Preston,  Gentleman,  Surveyor  of 
Fincastle  County,  setting  forth,  that  early  in  the  month  of 
April  last  he  iiad  received  instructions  from  Lord  Dunmore 
to  survey  Lands  in  the  uninhabited  parts  of  this  Colony, 
agreeably  to  a  Proclamation  his  Lordship  had  just  then 
issued,  and  which  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  late 
Convention  ;  but  as  there  was  then  no  final  determination 
respecting  it,  he  apprehended  the  same  was  tacidy  allowed, 
to  prevent  disputes  among  the  first  settlers  of  such  Lands. 
That  lie  gave  directions  to  his  assistants  to  survey  a  small 
district  of  Land  each,  until  it  could  be  known  what  report 
the  Committee  appointed  by  the  late  Convention  would 
make.  That  he  hath  given  the  strongest  assurances  no 
survey  should  be  returned,  under  the  said  instructions, 
without  the  approbation  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  or 
this  Convention  ;  yet  that  many  persons  were  displeased 
with  his  conduct,  not  knowing  the  motives  on  which  he 
acted.  And  praying  that  this  Convention  will  take  the 
same  under  their  most  serious  consideration,  as  nothing  is 
further  from  his  intentions  than  to  carry  into  execution  any 
ministerial  instructions  contrary  to  the  chartered  rights  or 
real  interest  of  his  Country,  let  the  consequence  be  what 
it  will  to  his  family  or  private  emolument. 

Also  a  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Fincastle  County, 
complaining  that  surveys  had  been  made  in  consequence  of 
iMrd  Dunmore'' s  Proclamation  and  Instructions,  contrary  to 
the  ancient  usage  of  taking  up  Lands  in  this  Colony,  which 
were  likely  to  be  the  occasion  of  much  confusion'and  liti- 
gation ;  and  praying  the  advice  of  this  Convention  in  the 
premises,  were  severally  presented  to  the  Convention,  and 
read. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  Petitions  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Nicholas,  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Carringlon,  Mr.  Roolcs,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
ICalker;  and  that  they  incjuire  into  the  allegations  thereof, 
and  report  the  sauje,  witii  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
Convention. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 


Wediu'Ed^y,  July  19,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Charles  Mimi  Thruston  be 
desired  to  read  praters  to  this  Convention,  and  to  preach 
to-morrow,  in  the  room  of  the  Rev.  Miles  ,Selden,  who  is 
at  present  indisposed. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  the  Convention  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Conmiittee  to  take  into  their  further  con- 
sideration tiie  state  of  the  Colony;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Presitlent  resumed  tlie  chair,  and  Mr. 
Bland  reporleii,  that  the  Conmiittee  had  had  the  same 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  a  Resolution 
thereon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  then  delivered  it 
in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice 
and  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
a  sufficient  Armed  Eorce  be  immediately  raised  and  embo- 
died, under  proper  Officers,  for  the  defence  and  protection 
of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bland,  My.  Robert  Carter  Nicho- 
las, Mr.  Mercir,  Mr.  Jones,  .Mr.  George  Mason,  Mr. 
Rootes,  Mr.  Stephen,  Mr.  Zone,  Mr.  Bannister,  Mr. 
Blackburn,  Mr.  Thruston,  Mr.  Thomas  Ludwcll  Lee, 
Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  IVoodford,  Mr.  Henry 
Ijee,  and  Mr.  Christian,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordi- 
nance pursuant  to  the  said  Resolution. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  again  resolve  ilself 
into  a  Committee,  on  Friday  next,  to  take  into  tlieir  fur- 
ther consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  Friday,  nine  o'clock. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
James  IVood,  Esq.,  on  the  subject  of  Indian  afi'airs  ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  perusal  of 
the  Mendjers. 

The  Proceedings  at  a  Treaty  lately  concluded  with  the 
Indians  at  Pittsburgh,  together  with  several  Resolutions 
of  the  Committee  I'or  the  County  of  Augusta,  were  laid 
before  the  Convention,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Proceedings  and  Resolutions 
be  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  an  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  suffi- 
cient Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  persons.  Freeholders  of  the  Coun- 
ty of  Berkeley,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  re- 
turn of  Mr.  Adam  Stephen  to  serve  in  this  Convention  for 
the  County  of  Berkeley,  and  also  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Committee  of  the  said  County  relating  thereto,  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Convention,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  and  Proceedings  be  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Digges,  Mr.  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Mr. 
Bland,  Mr.  CW ri/,'  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Fitzhngh, 
iMr.  Carter  oi  Stafford,  Mr.  Carter  of  Lancaster,  Mr.  Car- 
rin^ton,  .Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  David  Mason,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr. 
Dandridgc,  Mr.  Holt,  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Richard  Lee, 
Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Fleming,  Mr.  J'age,  and  Mr.  McDoic- 
cll;  and  they  are  to  examine  the  niaiter  thereof,  and  re|iort 
the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
Convention. 

Resolved,  That  eleven  of  the  said  ('ommittee  be  a  sufii- 
cient  number  to  proceed  on  business. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordinance  for  raising 
and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  pro- 
tection of  this  Colony,  that  they  receive  a  clause,  or  clauses, 
for  the  pay  and  support  of  the  Forces  so  to  be  raised. 

Ordered,  That  Air.  Marshall,  Mr.  Dand ridge,  and  Mr. 
Rutherford,  be  added  to  the  said  Committee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  nine  o'clock. 


369 


VIRGINIA  CONVENTION,  JULY,  1775. 


370 


Saturday,  July  22,  1775. 

Richard  Bland,  Esq.,  a  Member  of  this  Convenlioii, 
and  one  of  the  Deputies  appointed  to  represent  this  Co- 
lony in  General  Congress,  informed  tiie  Convention,  that 
certain  false  and  scandalous  reports,  liigiily  reflecting  on 
liim  in  his  publick  character,  had  been  propagated  :  to  wit, 
that  lie  had  made  application  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmoulh,  or 
some  of  the  Ministry,  for  an  appointment  to  collect  the 
Taxes  imposed  on  America  by  Parliament ;  and  that,  as 
an  inducenient  to  iheni  to  grant  the  same,  had  promised 
to  promote  the  designs  of  the  Ministry  against  this  Coun- 
try ;  and,  also,  that  liis  conduct  in  General  Congress  bad 
been  such  that  he  was  obliged  suddenly  to  decamp  from 
the  City  of  Pfiiladt/phia.  That  he  had  served  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  General  Assembly  for  upwards  of  thirty  years, 
and  hoped  the  part  be  had  always  publickly  taken  would 
liave  secured  him,  in  bis  age,  from  an  imputation  so  inju- 
rious to  bis  character.  That  be  earnestly  requested  a  full 
and  publick  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  truth  of  the 
said  reports;  and  that  the  Rev.  Samuel  Shield,  the  Rev. 
John  Hurt,  and  Samuel  Overton,  and  Josfph  Smith,  who, 
be  understood,  had  propagated  the  said  reports,  should  be 
summoned  to  attend  the  said  inquiry;  and  that  every  other 
person  who  bad  beard  any  thing  of  tlie  said  reports  would 
also  attend,  that  the  fullest  examination  might  be  made 
into  the  truth  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Friday  next, 
examine  into  the  truth  of  the  reports  mentioned  in  the 
said  information. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Claiborne  be  appointed 
Messenger  to  this  Convention  ;  and  that  be  summon  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Shield,  the  Rev.  John  Hurt,  and  Samuel 
Overton,  and  Joseph  Smith,  to  attend  this  Convention  on 
Friday  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Travis  be  added  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  piepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordinance  for  raising 
and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  of  this 
Colony. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  nine  o'clock. 

Monday,  July  21,  1775. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  just 
received  from  the  Deputies  appointed  to  represent  this  Co- 
lony in  General  Congress,  enclosing  several  Resolutions 
and  Proceedings  of  the  General  Congress  ;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  no  Flour,  Wheat, 
or  other  Grain,  or  Provisions  of  any  kind,  be  exported  from 
this  Colony  to  any  part  of  the  world,  from  and  after  the 
fifth  day  of  August  next,  until  the  Convention  or  Assem- 
bly, or  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  shall  order 
otherwise;  that  no  quantities  of  the  said  articles,  more 
than  are  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  be  brought 
to,  collected,  or  stored  in  the  Towns,  or  other  places,  upon 
or  near  the  navigable  waters  ;  that  the  respective  County 
Committees  be  directed  to  take  care  that  this  Resolve  be 
eflectually  carried  into  execution,  and  that  all  contracts 
made  for  the  sale  and  delivery  of  any  such  articles  for  ex- 
]iortation,  between  this  time  and  the  tenth  day  oC  Scplem- 
ber  next,  be  considered  as  null  and  void. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Walker  be  added  to  the 
Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  this  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuosday,  July  25,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gary,  Mr.  nUliam  Cabell,  Mr. 
Rassed,  Mr.  Harvey,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Leu-is,  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, Mr.  John  ISUcholas,  and  Mr.  Carrington,  be  added  to 
the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Or- 
dinance for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for 
the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony. 

A  Memorial  of  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Ches- 
terfield was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read;  setting 
forth,  that  doubts  bad  arisen  wbetber  the  Volunteers  raised 
for  the  defence  of  this  Colony  were  under  the  command  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Militia,  wbicb  were  likely  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  many   inconveniences;   and   praying   that   the 
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same  may  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  that  such  regu- 
lations may  be  made  therein  as  will  best  answer  the  design 
of  the  Convention  in  raising  the  said  Volunteers. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Memorial  be  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  ap|)oinied  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  an  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient 
Force  for  the  defence  and  jnotection  of  this  Colony. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  late  Treaty  with  the  dif- 
ferent Tribes  of  Indians  at  Pittsburgh,  together  witb  sev- 
eral Resolutions  of  the  Committee  on  the  fVestern  Waters 
oi  Augusta  County,  were  referred,  reported,  that  they  had 
bad  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  come  to  the 
following  Resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tliis  Committee,  tbat 
the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Atigusta  have  acted  with 
the  greatest  propriety  and  prudence;  and  that  the  expenses 
of  the  Treaty,  and  the  money  advanced  in  presents  to  the 
Indians,  ought  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tbis  Committee,  that 
two  Companies,  of  one  hundred  men  each,  besides  Offi- 
cers, ought,  with  all  convenient  speed,  to  be  stationed  at 
Pittsburgh ;  one  other  Company,  of  one  hundred  men,  at 
Point  Pleasant;  twenty-five  men  at  Fort  Fincastle,  at  the 
mouth  of  JFhecling ;  and  that  one  hundred  men  be  sta- 
tioned at  proper  posts  in  the  County  of  Fincastle ;  for  the 
protection  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  southwestern  frontiers, 
exclusive  of  the  Troops  to  he  raised  for  the  defence  of  the 
lower  parts  of  the  country. 

The  said  Resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time, 
were  agreed  lo  by  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Committee  on  the  Western  Wetters  of  Au- 
gusta, for  their  great  prudence  in  conducting  the  Treaty 
with  the /;i(//«;is,  and  securing  the  important  Fort  at  Pitts- 
burgh. 

Ordered,  Tbat  Patrick  Kirk  be  paid  as  a  Publick  Ex- 
press for  bringing  down  the  Treaty  with  the  Indiaris,  and 
other  proceedings  relating  thereto,  lo  tbis  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  eleven  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embody- 
ing a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this 
Colony,  be  a  sufficient  number  to  proceed  on  business. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
to  make  provision  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Mi- 
litia lately  drawn  out  into  actual  service,  and  for  paying  the 
same  ;  and  that  Mr.  Zane  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  said 
Ordinance. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates  and  Committees 
for  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  in  this  Colony  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Digges,  Mr.  Watkins,  Mr.  Lau- 
son,  Mr.  Ru^n,  and  Mr.  Banister,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Dandridge,  Jun.,  be  ap- 
pointed Clerk  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  an  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  suffi- 
cient Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  tbis  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  Thursday,  nine  o'clock. 


Thursday,  July  27,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  under  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  from  the  Deputies  appointed 
to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress,  together 
with  the  papers  enclosed  therein,  be  referred  to  the  said 
Committee. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  County  of  Berkley  was  referred,  reported  that 
they  had  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  agreed 
upon  a  Report,  and  come  to  a  Resolution  thereupon ;  which 
was  read,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tl;e 
Convention  as  follows: 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  Colonel  Adam  Ste- 
phen, with  the  approbation  of  some  of  the  Committee  of 
the  County  of  Berkley,  caused  notice  to  be  given,  ap- 
pointed a  day  for  the  election  of  Delegates  to  represent  the 
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said  County  in  General  Convention,  and  that  such  notice 
was  published  about  ten  days  before  llie  day  of  election, 
but  was  not  generally  known  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
County;  it  appearing  to  your  Connniitee  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  two  Precincts  of  the  said  County  were  almost 
wholly  unacquainted  therewith,  and  therefore  did  not  attend 
on  the  day  of  election.  It  also  appears  to  your  Couimittee 
that  Colonel  Adam  Stephen,  who  was  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  said  County,  had,  previous  to  his  appointing  the  day 
of  election  of  Delegates,  ordered  a  general  muster  of  the 
Militia  on  the  same  day,  at  which  a  considerable  number 
of  |>eople  attended,  and  were  exercised  and  kept  luider 
arms  for  several  hours,  and  were  then  marched  directly  to 
the  Court-Mouse,  and  proceeded  immediately  to  vote  for 
Delegates  to  represent  the  said  County  in  General  Con- 
vention. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  ()])iuion  of  this  Conunittee,  that 
th(;  election  of  Delegates  for  the  County  of  Berkley  was 
irreiiular,  and  that  the  freeholders  of  the  said  Comity,  after 
due  and  regular  notice  being  publickly  given,  ought  to  pro- 
ceed to  a  new  election  of  Delegates  to  represent  them  in 
General  Convention. 

A  Iji'tter  from  Ouronostntd,  the  great  Indian  Warrior, 
was  laid  before  the  Convention,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter,  together  with  the  other 
papers  relative  to  Inilinn  aifairs,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-mornnv,  nine  u'clork. 

Fi-i  I:, y,  .T.ily  08,  1775. 
Ordered,  That   Mr.  David   I\la.so)i   and   Mr.  Head  be 
aflded  to  the  Committee  a|)poinled  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
an  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force 
for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony. 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
went  into  an  examination  of  the  reports  saiti  to  have  been 
propagateii  to  the  prejudice  of  Richard  liland ,  E'iqiure,  a 
Member  of  this  Convention,  and  one  of  the  Deputies  ap- 
jiointed  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress;  and, 
after  examination  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Shield,  an(l  the  Rev. 
Jnhn  Hart,  and  many  other  witnesses,  and  a  fidl  inquiry 
into  the  same,  do  find  the  said  reports  to  Ixe  utterly  false 
and  groundless,  and  tending  not  only  to  injure  the  said 
Richard  Bland  in  his  publick  character,  but  to  prejudice 
the  glorious  cause  in  which  America  is  now  embarked. 

Resolved  iinanimousli/.  That  this  Convention  do  con- 
sider it  as  their  duty  to  bear  to  the  world  their  testimony 
that  the  said  Richard  Bland  hath  manifested  himself  the 
friend  of  his  Country,  and  uniformly  stood  forth  an  able 
asserter  of  her  rights  and  liberties. 

Ordered,  That  the   President  be  desired  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Convention,  relative  to  the 
said  inquiry,  to  the  General  Congress. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bland, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  of 
Corres|)ondence  that  they  also  transmit  a  copy  of  the  said 
Proceedings  to  Arthur  Lee,  Es(i.,  in  London,  and  request 
him  to  make  strict  in<juiry  for  the  authors  and  propagators 
of  the  said  reports  in  England, 

The  President  laid  before  the  ('onvention  a  TiCtter  from 
the  OHicersof  the  V^olunteer  Companies  in  IVilliam^hurgh, 
informing  the  Convention  that  they  had  resolved,  immeili- 
ately,  to  secure  all  the  Puhlick  Moneys  in  the  hands  of  the 
Receiver-General,  Naval-Officers,  and  other  Collectors  for 
His  Majesty;  that  they  had  sent  out  detachments  for  that 
pur[)0se  ;  and  desiring  the  opinion  of  the  Convention  re- 
lative thereto,  as  they  should  cheerfully  submit  to  their  de- 
termination on  the  subject. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  uill  iiinuediatelv  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  the  ^aid  Liii(jr  iiiio  con- 
sideration. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolveil  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee; and  after  some  time  spent  the  ri  in,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  .Mr.  Bland  reported  that  the  Com- 
niittee  had  had  the  Letter  from  the  Officers  of  the  Volunteer 
Companies  in  H'illiamsburgh  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  come  to  a  Resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 


Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Officers  of  the  Volunteer  Compa- 
nies in  fVilliamshurgh,  mentioned  in  their  Letter  to  the 
Convention,  though  they  arose  from  the  best  motives,  can- 
not be  approved,  and  that  they  be  required  to  desist  from 
carrying  their  Resolutions  into  execution. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  slate  of  the  Colony,  being 
read, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  the  said  Couwnillee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrou ,  nine  o'clock. 

.Saturday,  July  29,  1775. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  slate  of  the  Colony,  being 
read. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Monday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Inspectors  of  this  Colon)  be 
directed  to  preserve  the  trash  Tobacco  at  their  respective 
inspections,  for  the  purpose  of  making  Saltpetre  ;  and  that 
they  deliver  the  same,  when  required,  to  such  person  or 
persons  as  may  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Com- 
iniitee  of  the  County. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Ins})ectors  of  the  Publick 
Warehouses  in  this  Colony  do,  some  lime  before  the  last 
of  August  next,  and  after  advertising  the  same  in  the  pub- 
lii'k  papers,  at  the  Warehouses,  and  at  the  Courl-Houses 
of  their  respective  Counties,  sell,  for  ready  money,  all  trans- 
fer and  other  Tobacco,  which  may  have  lain  one  year  in 
their  res|)eclive  Warehouses,  and  pay  the  money,  arising 
fiom  such  sale,  as  the  law  directs. 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Committees  of  tiie 
several  Counties  do,  without  delay,  procure  all  the  Salt- 
petre and  Sidphur  which  may  be  had,  and  that  the  same 
be  paid  for  by  the  publick  ;  and  it  is  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  all  persons  in  this  Colony  to  be  assisting  in  |)ro- 
curing  those  necessary  articles,  and  cheerfully  to  deliver  to 
the  said  Chairman  what  they  may  have  in  their  families, 
exce|)t  so  much  as  ma\'  be  necessary  for  medicinal  })ur- 
l.uses. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  nine  o'clock. 

Mumi.iy,  July  31,  1775. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Coininittce  on  the  sl.ite  of  the  Colony,  being 
read, 

Resolved,  That  this  {/onvenlion  will,  to-monow,  resolve 
itself  into  the  said  Conjinitlee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 

T.iosJiy,  Au-usl  1,  177,7. 

A  Petition  and  Remonstrance  from  the  Merchants  of  the 
IJoiough  o(  \iirfolk,  and  also  Instructions  from  the  Com- 
niittee  of  the  said  Borough  to  their  Delegates  in  Conven- 
tion, setting  forih  the  great  hardships  and  inconveniences 
to  which  they  should  he  reduced  by  the  Resolution  entered 
into  by  this  Couvention  for  stopping  the  exportation  of 
Grain  and  Provisions  after  the  fifth  day  of  this  month;  and 
praying  that  the  same  might  he  rescinded,  was  presented  to 
the  Convention  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  and  Remonstrance,  to- 
gether with  the  said  Instructions,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  state  of  the  Colony;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Bland 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  state  of  the  Co- 
lony under  their  consideration,  but  not  having  time  to  go 
through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  "to 
sit  again. 

Resolved,  "^TUa^  this  Convention  will,  on  Thursday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  furllier 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  Thursday,  nine  o'clock. 
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Tluirsdiy,  August  3,  1775. 

A  Petition  from  tlie  Committee  of  tlie  County  of  iVor^/t- 
ampton,  complaining  of  the  great  liardshii)S  and  inconve- 
niences to  wliicli  the  Inhabitants  of  their  County  would  be 
particularly  exposed  by  the  Resolution  entered  into  by  this 
Convention,  for  siop|)ing  the  exportation  of  Grain  and  Pro- 
visions after  the  fiftii  day  of  this  month,  and  praying  that 
they  might  have  liberty  to  export  their  Grain  till  the  tenth 
of  September,  agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  Borough  of  Nor- 
folk, informing  the  Convention  of  the  arrival  of  Troops  from 
iSi.  Augustine,  about  sixty  in  number,  under  the  command 
of  one  Captain  and  two  Lieutenants  ;  that  they  had  learned, 
from  good  authority,  another  vessel,  with  more  Forces, 
might  be  hourly  expected  ;  that  at  present  they  were  under 
no  apprehensions  from  the  Troops,  but  found  exceeding  bad 
effects  among  the  Slaves,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Men-of-War,  which  they  had  great  reason  to  believe  would 
be  very  ninch  increased  by  the  arrival  of  these  Troops. 

Also,  a  Letter  froi7i  the  Officers  of  the  Volunteer  Com- 
panies in  n  illiamsburgh,  requesting  that  some  certain  line 
for  their  conduct  might  be  laid  down,  lest,  in  their  zeal  to 
serve  their  Country,  they  might  precipitate  their  country- 
men into  unnecessary  calamities  ;  informing  the  Conven- 
tion that  the  Governour's  Cutter  had  carried  off"  a  number 
of  Slaves  belonging  to  private  gentlemen,  and  that  they 
thought  it  high  time  to  establish  the  doctrine  of  reprisal  ; 
that  one  Philips  commanded  an  ignorant  disorderly  mob, 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  measures  of  this  Country,  and 
they  wished  to  crush  such  attempts  in  embryo,  and  to  take 
every  advantage  a  kind  Providence  might  make  them  mas- 
ters of;  acknowledging  the  execution  of  the  measures  they 
had  formerly  laid  before  the  Convention,  though  ever  so 
proper,  ought  first  to  have  received  the  sanction  of  this 
Convention  ;  that  they  stood  reproved  for  their  too  precipi- 
tate conduct  on  that  occasion,  and  held  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  execute  any  instructions  the  Convention  should  be 
pleased  to  give,  at  the  expense  of  life  and  fortune:  were 
laid  before  the  Convention  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Letters  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Colony. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  the  said  Committee;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Bland  reported  that  the  Committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideiation  the  state  of  the 
Colony,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had 
directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  further  considera- 
tion the  slate  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  August  1,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petition  and  Remonstrance  from  the 
Borough  of  Norfolk,  the  Instructions  from  tlie  Committee 
of  the  said  Borough,  and  the  Petition  from  the  Committee 
of  the  County  of  Northampton,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Colony. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Colony;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Bland  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  several  Reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Instructions  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Borough  of  Norfolk,  and  the  Petition  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  of  Northampton,  are  decent  and  re- 
spectful, and  that  they  merit  due  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  and  Remonstrance  of  the 
Merchants  and  Traders  of  the  Borough  of  Norfolk  is  in- 
decent, highly   reflecting  on  the   honour  of  the  General 


Convention,  and  directly  tending  to  destroy  that  necessary 
confidence  reposed  by  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  in 
their  Representatives,  regularly  deputed  to  guard  and  pre- 
serve their  just  rights  and  privileges. 

Resolved,  That  the  former  Resolution  of  the  Convention, 
for  restraining  the  exportation  of  Provisions,  was  not  adopt- 
ed with  great  haste,  as  unjustly  insinuated  in  the  said  Peti- 
tion and  Remonstrance,  but  that  it  was  done  on  the  maturest 
deliberation,  a  Member  of  the  Convention  having  given 
previous  notice  that,  at  a  future  day,  he  intended  to  move 
for  such  a  Resolution,  the  substance  of  which  was  fairly  and 
candidly  laid  open  for  the  consideration  of  the  ditt'erent 
Members,  and  the  motion  not  made  till  several  days  after 
such  notice. 

Resolved,  That  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  the  Bo- 
rough of  Norfolk,  being  as  properly  and  fully  represented 
in  the  Convention  as  other  parts  of  this  Colony,  it  is  un- 
reasonable in  them  to  expect,  especially  at  this  alarming 
crisis,  that  any  important  business,  in  which  not  only  this 
Colony,  but  the  whole  Continent,  is  essentially  and  deeply- 
interested,  should  be  suspended  till  their  particular  opinions 
can  be  asked  on  the  subject. 

Resolved,  That  although  it  is  with  concern  this  Conven- 
tion at  any  time  adopts  resolutions  by  which  individuals 
may  be  materially  aft'ected,  yet  it  becomes  their  duty,  as 
good  citizens,  to  acquiesce  in  such  measures  as  are  calcu- 
lated for  the  general  publick  weal. 

Resolved,  That  the  Resolution  complained  of  was  adopted 
on  the  fullest  conviction  of  its  utility,  founded  on  certain 
facts,  some  of  which  the  Continental  Congress,  in  all  pro- 
bability, could  not  be  well  acquainted  with  ;  and  that  the 
Convention  consider  it  as  their  indispensable  duty  to  pur- 
sue such  measures  as  are  necessary,  not  only  for  their  own 
security,  but  that  of  the  whole  Continent. 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  tlie 
primary  and  true  design  of  the  Resolution  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  in  allowing  a  free  export  till  the  tenth  of 
September  nexl,  could  only  be  intended  to  respect  the  Crops 
of  the  last  year;  that  the  Members  of  the  Convention,  as 
well  for  themselves  as  most  of  their  constituents,  off'ered 
the  greatest  sacrifice  to  the  publick  good  in  adopting  the 
Resolution  complained  of,  as  many  of  them  have  large  crojis 
of  Wheat  now  on  hand,  equally  liable  to  perish  with  such 
Grain  as  may  be  in  the  hands  of  the  petitioners  and  re- 
monstrants. Willing,  however,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with 
the  interest  of  the  Country,  to  remove  every  colourable 
complaint,  this  Committee  doth  resolve,  that  any  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Colony  who  may  have  purchased,  and 
have  now  on  hand,  any  quantities  of  Indian  Corn  of  the 
last  crop,  for  the  exportation  of  which  they  had  actually 
provided  or  chartered  vessels  previous  to  the  former  Reso- 
lution of  this  Convention,  upon  their  making  these  facts 
appear  by  proper  proofs,  that  they  be  allowed  to  export 
the  same,  at  any  time  between  this  day  and  the  tenth  day 
of  September  next,  provided  they  give  a  proper  and  satis- 
factory assurance  to  the  Committee  of  each  County,  from 
which  sucli  commodity  is  to  be  exported,  that  they  will  not, 
directly  or  indirectly,  suffer  the  same  to  be  carried  to  either 
of  the  Northern  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  each  County  in  this 
Colony,  except  the  Counties  of  Accomack  and  Northamp- 
ton, do  immediately  appoint  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant, 
and  Ensign,  within  their  County;  and  that  the  Officers 
proceed  immediately  to  enlist  a  Company  of  fifty  Regu- 
lars in  each  County,  to  be  marched,  as  soon  as  enlisted,  to 
such  place  of  rendezvous  as  shall  be  hereafter  appointed 
by  this  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  five  hundred  efl^ective  Men,  part  of  the 
Regulars  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony,  be 
sent  for  the  protection  of  the  Towns  of  Noifolk  and  Ports- 
mouth, and  the  neighbourhood  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  further  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 


Saturday,  August  5,  1775. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  any  person  who   shall  hereafter  accept 
any  office  of  profit  or  pecuniary  appointment   under  the 
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Crown,  shall  be  disqualified  from  silting  in  this  Conveniion, 
the  General  Congress,  Council  of  Safety,  or  County  Com- 
mittee. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  wlio  shall  accept  of  a  Connnis- 
sion,  as  an  Odicer,  to  command  any  of  the  Regular  Forces 
now  to  be  raided,  or  which  may  hereafter  he  raised,  for  tiie 
defence  of  this  Colony,  be  capable  of  sitting  or  voting  as  a 
IVleniber  of  the  Convention,  General  Congress,  or  Connnit- 
tee  of  Safety,  during  his  continuance  in  the  said  office. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee 
api)ointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordinance  for  regula- 

-  -     .  .    --        liitees,  that  liiey 

forcLioinif  Reso- 


Ci)n\eiition  on 


ting  the  election  of  Delegates  and  (J 
receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  pursuant  to 
lutions. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  Tliat  tiiere  be  a  call  of  i 
ft'edncsday  next. 

Resolved,  That  this  Conveniion  will  immediately  pro- 
ceed, by  ballot,  to  the  appointment  of  Officers  to  com- 
mand the  Regular  Forces  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  and 
protection  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Menibcr^  of  this  Convention  elo  im- 
mediately prepare  tickets  to  be  put  into  the  iiallot-bo\, 
with  the  name  of  the  person  to  coumiand  the  First  Regi- 
ment ;  which  being  accordingly  done,  Mi.  Robert  Carter 
Xicholns,  Mr.  Charles  Carter,  of  Lancaster,  Mr.  Lawson, 
and  Mr.  Dandrtdgc,  were  a|)pointed  a  Committee  to  ex- 
amine the  ballot-box,  and  report  to  the  Conveniion  upon 
whom  the  majority  falls.  The  Committee  then  withdrew, 
and,  after  sometime,  reported  that  they  had,  according  to 
order,  exan)ined  the  ballot-box,  and  that  the  numbers  ap- 
prared  as  follows  : 

Vov  J lii,!j;h  Mercer,  Esii;  .  -  -  4 1 
Patrick  lleiiri/,  Esq.,  -  -  -  '10 
Ti'iomas  At/so/i,  Esq.,  -  -  .  rt 
ll'llliam  IVoodford,  Esq.,       -     -         1 

The  question  l>elng  then  put,  whether  the  said  Ilw^h 
Mercer  or  Patrick  Ihnry,  Escjuires,  upon  whom  the  great- 
est numbers  fell  on  the  Ijallot,  should  be  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  said  Regiment,  the  majority  appeared  in  favour 
of  Patrick  Henry,  Fscjuire. 

Rrsohcd,  therefore,  That  the  said  Patrick  //r/,n/,  Esq., 
be  ap[>()iuted  Colonel  of  the  said  Fir^t  Re-inient. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner, 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Coionet  to  command  the  Second 
Regiment;  and  it  appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  the  halloi-box.  that  iheie  was 
a  majority  in  the  Convention  in  favour  of  Thoiniis  ,\clson, 
Esquire, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Thomas  JS'elson,  Esq.,  be  ap- 
pointed Colonel  to  the  said  Second  Regiment. 

The  Conveniion  then  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner, 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Colonel  to  command  ihe  Third 
Regiment  ;  and  it  appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  the  ballot-box,  that  the  num- 
bers stood  as  follows : 

For  William  IVoodford,  Esq.,  -  -  41 
IVilliam  Christian,  Esq.,  -  -  ;i() 
Ilui:;h  Mtrccr,  Es(|.,  -      .     -        s 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  said  fl'illidm 
IVoodford  or  IVilliam  Christian,  on  whom  the  greatest 
nunibers  fell  on  the  ballot,  should  be  apjioiuted  to  com- 
mand the  s;iid  Regiment,  the  majority  appeared  in  favour 
of  IVillinm  Woodford,  Esipiire. 

Risolocd,  therefore.  That  the  said  UiUinm  Woodford, 
Es(piire,  be  appointed  Colonel  of  the  said  Third  Regi- 
ment. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  appointment  of  Oflicers  be 
postponed  till  Wednesday  next. 

A  Letter  and  l>C|M)sition  upon  the  subject  of  Indian 
Afl'iirs  were  laid  before  the  Convention  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  and  Deposition  do  lie  on 
the  table,  for  the  perusal  of  the  Mend)ers. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
for  paying  the  Delegates  of  this  and  two  former  Conven- 
tions the  same  wages  as  are  allowed  the  Burgesses  of  this 
Colony,  and  that  Mr.  Henry  Lee  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
(he  satne. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  doth 


laud  the  zeal 


of  the  gentlemen  Officers  and  Volunteers  in  the  City  of 
JVilliamsl/urgh,  and  do  reconunend  that  they  keep  them- 
selves on  the  defensive,  exerting  their  utmost  endeavours 
and  vigilance  to  di'^cover  and  defeat  any  hostile  attempts  of 
the  enemies  of  this  Country. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  nine  o'clock. 

Mondjy,  August  7,  ITTi. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  proceed,  on  Fiiday 
next,  to  the  appointment  of  Deputies  to  represent  this  Co- 
lony in  General  Cong^e^s,  and  that  such  appointment  be 
made  by  ballot. 

Pirsolced,  That  John  Seavill  be  directed  to  march  with 
his  Company  of  one  hundred  men,  and  take  [wssession  of 
Port  Pitt,  and  that  the  said  Company  be  in  the  pay  of  this 
Colony  from  the  time  of  their  marching. 

Ordered,  That  E'hrard  Sniggars  be  ein|)loyed  to  fur- 
nish Provisions  for  the  Forces  under  ./o/i/i  Atari//,  directed 
to  march  to,  and  take  possession  o( Fort  Pitt. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee 
ordered  to  prepare  an  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  election 
of  Delegates  and  Committees,  in  the  several  Counties  and 
Corporations  in  this  Colony,  to  receive  a  clause,  or  clauses, 
for  settling  the  allowances  to  Delegates  in  future,  and  for 
their  attendance  at  former  Conventions. 

Ordered,  That  the  Conuuiilee  appointed  to  prepare  an 
Oidinance  for  paying  the  Delegates  for  their  attendance,  at 
this  and  two  former  Conventioirs,  be  discharged  from  pre- 
paring such  Ordinance. 

Resolved,  That  the  Conveniion  will,  on  Thursday  new, 
ri'solve  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take  under  then'  con- 
sideration the  stale  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-iuorrow,  nine  o'clock. 

Tups.l..}-,  August  8,  1773. 

A  Letter  front  the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Convention  of  the  Pvov'ince  o(  Mary lanJ, 
in  answer  to  a  Letter  from  the  President  of  this  Conven- 
tion, enclosing  the  Resolution  entered  into  the  fourth  day  of 
.Inly  last,  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  Flour,  Wheat,  or 
other  Grain,  or  l^rovisions  of  any  kind,  from  this  Colony, 
to  any  part  of  the  world,  from  and  after  the  fifth  day  of  ibis 
month,  was  laid  before  the  Convention  and  read;  and  it 
appearing  that  the  Conveniion  of  Maryland  will  not  come 
into  a  similar  Resolution,  and  that  the  good  purposes  in- 
tended by  the  said  Resolution  cannot  be  effected  without  a 
general  agreement  of  the  neighbouring  Provinces  : 

R(  solved,  therefore,  That  the  abovementioned  Resolii- 
liiin  of  this  Convention,  for  the  non-exportation  of  Flour, 
Wheat,  or  other  Grain,  and  Provisions,  be  repealed  and 
rescinded. 

Mr.  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  from  the  persons  appointed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordinance  for  raising  and  em- 
bodying a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  |)rotection  of 
this  Colony,  |)resented  to  the  Convention,  according  to 
order,  the  said  Ordinance;  which  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordere<l  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Tlie  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient 
Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  ibis  Colony,  was 
read  a  second  time  and  otdered  to  be  cominitted. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

Atljourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 

\V,.,liu.s,l  ly,  August  9,  177.';. 
The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
il'^clf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  raising  a  suf- 
ficient Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony, 
being  read,  the  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into 
the  said  Committee  ;  and  after  some  lime  spent  therein, 
Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Bland  reported 
that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their 
consideration  the  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a 
sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colo- 
ny, hui  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  di- 
rected him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  a"ain. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  lo-nioirow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  suid  Ordinance. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day  for  a  call  of  the  Convention,  and 
for  the  appointment  of  Officer.5,  beins  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-n)orro\v. 

Patrick  Henry,  Edmund  Pendleton,  Benjamin  Harri- 
son, and  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquires,  appeared  in  Conven- 
tion and  took  their  seats;  and  the  gentlemen  appointed  to 
represent  their  Counties,  during  their  necessary  absence, 
retired. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pendleton,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Hen- 
ry, an(\  Mr.  Jefferson,  be  added  to  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  Governour's  ProL-lamalion, 
relative  to  granting  Lands  in  this  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 


lony,  be  immediately  sent  for,  and  applied  by  the  Deputies 
appointed  to  represent  this  Colon}-  in  General  Congress  in 
such  manner  as  they  shall  judge  most  for  the  interest  of 
tliis  Colony. 

Mr.  Henry  Pendleton,  a  Member  for  the  County  of 
Cidpejtper,  appeared  in  Convention,  and  took  his  seat. 

Leieis  Bunvell,  Esq.,  a  Member  for  the  County  of 
Gloucester,  appeared  in  Convention,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  proceed 
to  the  appointment  of  Ofiicers  to  command  the  Ilegular 
Forces  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this 
Colony,  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  proceed 
to  the  said  appointments. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 


Thnrscliiy,  Aiigiisl,  10,  177r.. 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolveil  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  lor 
raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  this  Colony:  and  after  son;e  time  sjicnt 
therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  anti  iMr.  Bland 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  stale  of  the  Colony,  hui  nut 
having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  luiu  to 
move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrov,-,  lesolve 
itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being 
read,  the  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  .Mr. 
President  resumed  the  chair,  anti  Mr.  Bland  reported,  th.it 
the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony,  but  not  having  time 
to  go  through  tlie  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  further  consideia- 
tion  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

A  Memorial  of  Charles  Duncan,  of  the  Town  of  Bland- 
ford,  Merchant,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and 
read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  had,  for  some  years  past,  had 
a  Store  in  the  County  of  Brunswick,  on  account  of  him- 
self and  others,  his  partners,  which  had  for  some  lime  past 
been  under  the  care  and  management  of  Thomas  Craw- 
ford, who  had  always  been  in  the  esteem  of  his  customers 
and  acquaintances,  and  has,  ever  since  the  unhappy  dispute 
with  (jreut  Britain,  endeavoured  to  conduct  liimself  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  giving  cause  of  otfence  lo  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  and  lias  also  endeavour- 
ed, as  far  as  in  him  lay,  to  conform  to  the  regulations  of 
the  General  Congress  and  Convention  of  this  Colony; 
that,  under  these  circumstances,  he  hoped  he  should  have 
been  allowed  to  transact  business,  and  conduct  his  own 
affairs  in  quiet  and  security,  without  being  called  upon  or 
compelled  to  enlist  as  soldiers,  or  take  pari  in  any  military 
regulations,  other  than  such  as  were  prescribed  by  ihe  laws 
of  the  Colony  or  the  recommendation  of  the  Convention  : 
but  that  such  was  the  unhappy  situation  of  himsell',  his 
partners,  and  servants,  in  the  County  of  Brunswick, 
that  they  have  been  called  upon,  by  the  gentlemen  who 
command  the  Volunteer  Company  in  the  said  County,  to 
enlist  as  soldiers  therein,  under  pain  of  incmring  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  said  Company,  and  of  being  treated  as 
enemies  to  the  Country,  with  no  other  alternative  left 
them  than  either  to  desert  the  property  and  interest  which 
they  have  in  the  said  County,  or  remain  therein  to  protect 
the  same  at  the  hazard  of  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to 
freemen  and  good  citizens  ;  and  praying  that  this  Conven- 
tion would  take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  do  therein 
as  should  appear  just  and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  President  be  desired  lo  write  lo  the 
Commanding  Officers  of  the  said  Company,  requiring  them 
to  desist  from  a  further  prosecution  of  the  measures  men- 
tioned in  the  said  Memorial. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resoh'cd,  That  the  Powder  pur- 
chased by  Patrick  Henry,  Esq.,  for  the  use  of  this  Co- 


Friaay,  August  11,  177:i. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Walker  and  Mr.  John 
fVulker  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  ibis 
Convention  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  appeared  in  Convention,  and 
took  his  seat,  as  a  Member  for  the  County  of  H'estinore- 
land. 

A  ijcltir  from  the  Officers  of  the  Volunteer  Companies 
in  llilliaiiislii!rij:h  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and 
read  ;  selling  lurlii,  that  they  had  seized  a  Vessel  outward 
bound,  laden  with  liiead  and  Flour;  that  the  Captain  in- 
formed them  that  the  Convention  had  come  to  a  Resolu- 
tion posteiior  lo  that  by  which  the  exportation  of  Grain 
and  Provision  was  sto|iped  after  the  filth  instant,  and  bad 
allowed  a  free  ex|Kjrt  till  the  lime  limited  by  the  General 
Congress;  that,  under  these  ciicunislances,  they  applied 
themselves  to  the  Convention  lor  inlormaiion,  and  ret|uest- 
ed  certain  directions  by  which  they  might  regulate  their 
conduct  on  similar  occasions. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  desired  to  write  to  the 
Officers  of  the  said  Volunteer  Companies,  informing  them 
that  the  Convention  is  well  pleased  with  the  zeal  they  have 
shown  on  this  occasion  to  carry  into  execution  iheir  Reso- 
lutions ;  that  it  is  true,  as  the  Cajjlain  had  informed  them, 
that  the  Convention  had  rescinded  their  former  Resolution, 
in  consequence  of  a  Letter  from  Maryland,  by  which  they 
were  informed  that  that  Province  could  not  come  into  a 
similar  one. 

Oil  a  miitiun  made,  Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners 
appointed  bv  the  House  of  Uurgesses  to  examine,  state, 
and  setile  tiie  Accounts  of  the  Militia  lately  drawn  out 
into  actual  service,  do  also  state  and  report  the  case  of 
such  woiinderl  Soldiers  and  poor  Widows  and  Orphans  as 
may  have  suilered  by  the  late  exjiedition  against  ihe  In- 
dians. 

The  Convention  being  about  to  proceed  to  the  clioice  ol 
Deputies  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress, 
Edmund  Pendleton,  Esq.,  expressed  his  most  grateful 
acknowledi^ments  for  ihe  honour  done  him  in  two  former 
appointments  to  that  important  trust,  hut,  on  account  of  the 
declining  state  of  his  health,  entreated  to  be  excused  from 
the  present  nomination  ;  which  excuse  being  accepted. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Con- 
vention are  justly  due  to  his  Excellency  George  Washing- 
ton, Esq.,  Patrick  Henry,  and  Edmund  Pendleton,  Es- 
quires, three  of  the  worthy  Deputies  who  represented  this 
Colony  in  the  late  Continental  Congress,  for  their  faithfid 
discharge  of  that  important  trust ;  and  this  body  are  only 
induced  to  dispense  with  their  future  services,  of  the  like 
nature,  by  the  appointment  of  the  two  former  to  other 
offices  in  the  publick  seivice,  incompatible  with  their 
attendance  on  this,  and  the  infirm  slate  of  health  of  the 
latter. 

Mr.  President  accordingly  delivered  the  Thanks  of  this 
Convention  to  Mr.  Henry  and  Mr.  Pendleton  in  their 
places,  who  expressed  the  great  pleasure  they  received 
from  this  dislinguished  testimony  of  their  C'ountry's  appro- 
bation of  their  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  desired  to  transmit  the 
Thanks  of  this  Convention,  by  Letter,  to  his  Excellency 
General  Washington. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  according  to  the  Order 
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of  the  Day   to  the  appointment  of  Deputies  to  represent  veiuion  are  justly  due  to  the  said  Richard  Bland,  Esq., 

this  Colony  in  General  Coni,'ress  for  one  year;  and   the  one  o(  the  worthy  Deputies  who  represented  this  Colony 

Memhers   iiavin"   prepared  tickets  with  the  names  of  the  in  the  late  Continental  Congress,  for  his  faithful  dischar-e 

Deputies  to  he  ;rppoiiited,  and   jiut  the  same  into  the  bal-  of  that  important  trust  ;  and  this  body  are  only  induced  to 

lot-box    "SXr.  Hubert  Carttr  Nicholas,  Mr.  Cary,  .Mr. /-"t/i-  dispense   with    his   future  services,  of  the   like   nature,   on 

dltlori    and   Mr.  Adams,  were  ai)pointed  a  Committee  to  account  of  his  advanced  age. 

examine  the  ballot-box,  and  report  upon  whom  the  ma-  The  President  accordingly  delivered  the  Thanks  of  the 

ior'ity  fell ;  who  retired,  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  Convention  to  the  said  Richard  Bland,  Esq.,  in  his  place. 

Convention,   and   reported,   that   they   had,   according  to  who  expressed  the  great   pleasure  he  received  from  this 

order    examined    the   ballot-box,   and   that    the   numhers  distinguished  testimony  of  his  Country's  approbation  of  his 

a|)i)eared  as  follows  :  services. 

For  Peyton  Randolph,  Esq., >-0  Risolvvd,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Tuesday  next, 

Richard  Henry  Lee,  Esq.,     -     -     -     -     HH  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  a  Deputy  to  represent  this 

Thoinas  Jejferson,  K^i\., H.)  Colony  in  the  room  of  the  suid /ficAnn/ Z?/«nf/,  Esq. 

BrnjaminJlarrisan,  Esii,      ...     -     813  Mr.  Cary,  from  the  persons  appointed,  presented  to  the 

Ihumas  i\elson,  t^sq., '  Convention,  according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  for  regula- 

hichard  Bland,  Ksi\., 01  ting  the  election  of  Delegates  and  ascertaining  their  allow- 

George  ft ythe,  L'iq.,   -     -     -     -     -     -     o&  ances,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election  of  Commiltee- 

Resolved,   That   the   said   I  cylon   Randoph,   R,chard  jy,^._^  .^  ^j^^  ^^,^.^^^1  (.„^„j-,^,  ,„,;  Corporations  within  this 

Henry  Lee,  IhomasJeJerson,    Jenjamn,  Jlarnson,  lUo-  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein   mentioned;  and 

vws  kelson,  Ihchard  Bland,  and  George  Jly the,  Esquires  ,|,^  ^^,^^^  ^^.^^^  ^^^j  ,,^^.  ^.^.^^  ^j,,,^,    ,^,_j  ^^j^.,^.j  ^^  j^^  ^^^^  ^ 

be  appointed  Deputies  to  represent  tins  Colony  in  Ueneral  ggpQ„j  ti„^g_ 

Congress  for  one  year;  and  that  they  have  power  to  meet  '                                  r    ,     i-  ,              r- 

and   adjourn  for  such  time,  and  to  such  place  or  places,  as  .     ^  Ifller  from  the  Ollicers  of  the  \  olunteer  C  ompan.es 

may  be  thought  most  proper.  '"  fUnm^fxirgh  ^^■^,  presented   to  the  Convention,  and 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Deputies,  or  anv  four  of  them,  ''^^^l  ;  melting    orth,  that  the  bearer,  ^h.  John  I arquhar- 

be  a  sufiicient  number  to  represent  this  Colony.  '°'';^'f  supplied  the  Troops  under  their  command  with 

^    ,       ,    ^,       ,,      .r.             ,1               1  AT      ir      •    I  all  kinds  ol  V  egetables,  and  tliey  had  conceived  an  esceed- 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  George  3fco«  and  Mr.  Harviehe  ■        „^^j        -^^^^  ^^  ^^-       ^^^j  ,^^  ,,^  ^^.^^,lj  ^^^^^  ^.j^,, 

added  to  the  Comim.tee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Pe-  j,^^,  ,.^^^^,^  ^',,^  approbation  of  the  Convention, 

titions  ol  //  jiham  jnston   Gentleman,  and  the  Conunittee  o,.Jcred,  That  the  said  Letter  do  lie  on  the  table, 

ol  the  County  oi  r  mcastlc.  .      ^^   ■•             r             ,    ■         ,        i      ■         r  ia  . 

rr,,      ^   ,          r    ,     T^       r      ,     r^                                 1  Au  Ordinance  lor  regulating  the  election  ol  Delegates 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Coniimttec  to  proceed  ^,^^j  ^.^^taining  their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating 
10  the  appointment  o(  Olhcers  to  command  the  Hegu  ar  j,^^  ^,^^^5^,^  of  Cominittee-Men  in  the  several  Counties 
Forces  to  be  raised  lor  the  defence  and  protection  ol  this  ^^^j  Corporations  within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  pur- 
Colony,  lor  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself  into  a  (  om-  ,,^^_.^;,^  mentioned,  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
mittee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  for  a  call  ol  the  ^,.^^,,.^,^,  ^^  ^^^  committed. 
Coiivenlion    being  read,  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Monday  next, 

Resolved,  That  the  cal   of  the  Convention  he  postponed  ,.^^^,^.^  j^^^,,-  -^^^^  ^  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance, 
till  to-morrow;  and  that  the  Convention  will  then  proceed 

to  the  appointment  of  the  said  Officers,  and  resolve  itself  The  Members  from  the  County  o{  Frederick  informed 

into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony.  the  Convention,  that  some  gentlemen  in  their  County  had 

The  Convention,  according  to  tlie  Order  of  the  Day,  pu'chased  a  number  of  Rilies,  and  a  quaniiiy  of  Gunpow- 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  rais-  'l^r,  at  a  low  rate,  which  they  were  uilhng  and  propo.sed 
ing  a  sufficient  f^rce  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  1°  'J'-l'^e''  "P.  'o''  'l>e  use  ol  the  publick,  at  the  same  price 
Colony;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  ^^  ^^'"cl'  lliose  articles  had  been  purchased  by  them, 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Bland  reported,  that  the  Com-  Ordered,  That  Mr  Bland,  Mr.  I  endlelon,  .Mr.  Henry, 
mittee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  considera-  ^^'-  ^nry,  and  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  he  a  Committee 
lion  the  Ordinance  for  raising  a  sufiicient  Force  for  the  to  examine  and  state  the  said  proposidon,  and  report  the 
defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  but  not  having  time  ^^anie,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  C  on- 
to go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  \ention. 
to  sit  a^ain.  Resolved.  That  the   Resolution  of  this  Convention,  di- 

Rcsolvcd,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  recting  the  Committees  of  the  several  Counties  to  appoint 

itself  into  tlie  said  Commiitee,  to  take  into  their  further  Ofiicers,  and  to  have  fifty  Men  immediately  enlisted  in  each 

consideration   the  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  County,  be  rescinded;  and  that  where  any  Ofiicers  have 

sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Co-  been  appointed  and  Men  enlisted,  in  pursuance  of  the  said 

loiiy.  Resolution,  they  be  immediately  disbanded. 

Adiourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock.  Resolved,  That  the  Officers  so  appointed,  and  Men  so 

enlisted,  be  in  the  pay  of  this  Colony  honi  the  time  of  iheir 

—  a|)pointiiicnt  and  enli-itment  to  the  time  of  their  being  dis- 

S.dunl:,y,  An.usl  fj,  ITTo.  banded. 

Ri:-hard  Bland,  Esq.,  returned  the  Convention  his  most  Ordered.  That  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Car- 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  great  honour  they  had  rington,  Mr.  Pendleton,  and  Mr.  Mayo,  be  a  Commiitee 
been  pleased  a  third  time  to  confer  on  him,  by  appointing  to  examine,  state,  and  report  the  claims  of  such  Ofiicers 
him  one  of  the  Deputies  to  iei)rescnt  this  Colony  in  General  ^nd  Men  who  shall  apply  to  them  for  that  purpose  ;  and 
Congress,  and  .said  this  fresh  instance  of  their  ajiprobation  diat  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  Burgesses 
was  sufficient  for  an  old  man,  almost  deprived  of  sight,  to  examine,  stale,  and  setilc  the  claims  of  the  Militia  lately 
whose  greatest  ambition  had  ever  been  to  receive  the  drawn  out  into  actual  service^  do  also  examine,  state,  and 
plaudit  of  his  Country,  whenever  he  should  retire  from  settle  the  claims  of  such  Ofiicers  and  Men  as  may  have 
the  publick  stage  of  life;  that  the  honourable  testimony  been  appointed  and  enlisted  under  the  former  Resolution, 
he  lately  received  of  this  approbation,  joined  with  his  pre-  i„  ibe  Counties  of  FriiUrick  and  Augusta. 
sent  appointment,  should  evt;r  animate  him,  as  far  as  he  ,,  ^  ^  ,  .  , 
was  able,  to  support  the  glorious  cause  in  which  America  ^^'-  ^">"'',  l^^'"'"  'I'e  persons  appointed,  presented,  ac- 
was  now  engaged  ;  but  that  his  advanced  aire  rendered  him  C"'-^''"S  'o  order,  an  Ordinance  for  appointing  Commission- 
incapable  of  taking  an  active  part  in  these  weightv  and  im-  '^'^  •»  ^"<^"f  the  Accounts  ol  the  Militia  lately  drawn  out 
portant  concerns,  which  must  necessarily  be  agitated  in  the  ""°  ''ciual  servK'e,  and  lor  making  provision  to  pay  the 
great  Council  of  the  United  Colonies,'and  tiierefore  beg-  same;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
ging  leave  to  decline  the  honour  they  had  been  pleased  to  •''-'•'d  ^  second  lime. 

confer  on  him,  and  desiring  that  some  person  more  fit  and  The  Convention,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  re- 
able  might  su|)ply  his  pince.  solved  itself  into  a  Commiitee  on  the  Ordinance  for  raising 
Jirsolvcd,  unanimously,  Thai  tlie  Thanks  of  this  Con-  and  embodying  a  sufiicient  Force  for  the  defence  and  pro- 
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tcctioii  of  this  Colony  nnd  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  President  resumed  the  cliair,  and  Mr.  Robert  Carter 
fslc/iolns  re|)orted,  tiial  the  Coniniittee  liad,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  tlie  said  Ordinance, 
l)nt  not  havin;;  lime  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed 
liiin  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Monday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
to  encourage  the  making  Saltpetre,  Gunpowder,  Lead,  the 
refining  Sulphur,  and  providing  Arms  for  the  use  of  the 
Colony;  and  that  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Mr.  Vary,  Mr.  Lynch,  and 
Mr.  Pcndlitun,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  a  call  of  the  Convention, 
and  for  the  appointment  of  Officers  to  conmiand  the  Re- 
gular Forces  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony, 
being  read, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Monday  next, 
proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the  said  Officers;  and  that 
the  order  for  *.he  call  of  the  Convention  be  put  off  till 
Tuesday  next. 

Adjourned  till  I\Ionday,  nine  o'clock. 


Mumhiy,  An^'iisl  M,  1775. 

The  Convention  being  informed  that  I^ord  Diinmorc 
was  meditating  an  hostile  march,  with  an  Armed  Force,  to 
attack  the  City  of  IVilUnmshargh, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  said  City,  and 
the  Committees  of  York  and  James  City,  be  desired  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  subject ;  and  if  Lord  Uunmorc, 
or  any  other  person,  shall  land,  or  attempt  to  land,  any 
Armed  Troops  in  their  neighbourhood,  that  they  imme- 
diately request  the  assistance  of  the  Volunteer  Coujpanies 
now  in  that  City  to  repel  such  Troops  by  force  ;  and,  it 
need  be,  to  call  in  the  assistance  of  the  Volunteer  Com|)a- 
iiies,  or  Militia,  for  effecting  that  purpose. 

A  Resolution  of  the  General  Congress,  recommending 
the  making  of  Saltpetre,  and  several  methods  which  had 
been  practised  witii  success,  was  laid  before  the  Conven- 
tion, and  ordered  to  he  referred  to  the  Committee  a|)point- 
ed  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance  to  encourage  the  making  Salt- 
petre, Gunpowder,  Lead,  the  refining  Sulphur,  and  pro- 
viding Arms  for  the  use  of  the  Colony. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance 
for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient  Fcicu  for  the  delence 
and  protection  of  this  Colony ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Piesident  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Robert 
Carter  Nicholas  reported,  that  the  Conmiitlee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  Ordinance 
for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and  had  made  a  further 
progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the 
same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nelson  have  leave  of  absence  from 
the  service  of  this  Convention  for  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

The  Orders  of  I'.ie  Day — for  the  Convention  to  proceed 
to  the  appointment  of  Officers  to  command  the  Regular 
Forces  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this 
Colony;  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itS'  If  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  election  of 
Delegates  and  ascertaining  their  allowances,  and  also  for 
regulating  the  election  of  Committee-Men  in  the  several 
Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned  ;  and  for  the  Convention  to  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony — 
being  read, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance,  and  will  on 
Wednesday  next  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the  said 
Officers. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  be  added  to 
the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Petition  of 


fVilliam  Preston,  Gentleman,  and   the  Petition   from  the 
Committee  of  the  County  of  Fincastk. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  August  15,  1775. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  Robert  Carter  Nich- 
olas, Es(].,  be  directed  to  pay  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of 
the  two  Ritle  Companies  sent  from  the  Comities  of  Fre- 
derick and  Berkley  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Army, 
such  sums  of  Money,  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  as  will 
make  their  pay  otjual  to  the  pay  of  the  Officers  of  the  like 
rank,  and  Soldiers,  who  were  on  the  late  Indian  Expe- 
dition commanded  by  Lord  Diinmore,  including  the  pay 
allowed  by  the  Continental  Congress. 

Mr.  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  from  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  Petitions  of  the  Surveyor  and  Committee  of  the 
County  of  Fincastle,  and  a  Proclamation  of  Lord  Dun- 
more,  dated  the  8tli  of  I^lay,  1775,  were  referred,  reported, 
that  they  hud  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  come  to  the  lollowing  Resolution  thereupon;  which  he 
read  in  his  jilace,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Cleik's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  unani- 
mously agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  until  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Convention  in  March  last,  to  inquire  whether  the  King 
may  of  right  advance  the  terms  of  granting  Lands  in  this 
Colony,  shall  have  made  their  report,  the  recommendation 
then  made,  that  all  persons  should  forbear  to  purchase  or 
accept  grants  of  Lands  under  the  late  instructions  from  the 
Governour,  be  observed  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  tiirie,  all 
Surveyors  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  make  no 
Surveys  under  the  said  instructions,  nor  pay  any  regard  to 
the  said  Proclamation. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  Deputy  to  repre- 
sent this  Colony  in  General  Congress,  in  the  room  of 
Richard  Bland,  Esq.,  who  hath  declined  the  said  appoint- 
ment ;  and  the  Members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the 
name  of  the  Deputy  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  same 
into  the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Mr. 
Pendleton,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  George  Mason,  and  Mr.  Cary, 
were  ajippointed  a  Committee  to  examine  the  ballot-box, 
and  re|iort  on  whom  a  majority  fell,  who  retired,  and  after 
some  time  returned  into  Convention,  and  reported  that  the 
lumiljers  on  the  ballot  stood  as  follows: 

For  Francis  Lighifont  Lee,  Esq.,    -     -     -     -     .37 

Curler  Braiton,  Esq., .3t) 

John  Banister,  Esq., I 

George  Mason,  Esq.,       ------         1 

And  the  ([uestion  being  then  put,  whether  the  said 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  or  the  said  Carter  Braiton,  who 
apjieared  to  have  the  greatest  numbers  on  the  ballot,  sliould 
be  appointed  a  De|)uty  to  represent  this  Colony  in  Gene- 
ral Congress,  the  majority  appeared  in  favour  of  the  said 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Esq. 

Resolved,  ihcrefore,  That  the  said  Francis  Lightfoot 
Lee,  Esq.,  be  a|)poinled  a  Deputy  to  represent  this  Colo- 
ny in  General  Congress. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  the  election 
of  Delegates  and  asceitaining  their  allowances,  and  also  for 
regulating  the  election  of  Committee-Men  in  the  several 
Counties  and  Corporations  in  this  Colony,  and  for  other 
pur|)oses  therein  mentioned,  being  read, 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
Committee;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Robert  Carter  Nicholas 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  made 
a  considerable  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go 
through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Resolved,  Tbsil  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force 
for  the  defence  and  ))rotection  of  this  Colony,  being  read, 

Resolved,  Thai  ihls  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
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itself  into  a  ('ominittee  on  ilie 
suite  of  ilic  Colony. 

Adjounicd  till  to-nioiiow,  nine  o' 


d  Ordinance, 


md  on  llie 


:k. 


\Vu.lnc.sil;i_v,  Aiicju-t  Ifi,  ITTJ. 

An  Address  from  the  Baptists  in  this  Colony  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Convention,  and  lead;  setting  forth,  tliat 
liowever  distinguished  from  the  body  of  their  countrymen, 
by  appellatives  and  sentiments  of  a  religious  nature,  they 
nevettheless  consider  themselves  as  members  of  the  same 
community  in  respect  to  matters  of  a  civil  nature,  and  em- 
barked in  the  same  couunon  cause  ;  that,  alarmed  at  the 
oppression  which  hangs  over  ^wcnVn,  they  had  considered 
what  part  it  would  be  i)roperto  take  in  the  unhappy  contest, 
and  had  determined  that  in  some  cases  it  was  lawful  to  go 
to  war,  and  that  they  ought  to  make  a  military  resistance 
against  Great  Britain  in  iier  unjust  invasion,  tyrannical 
oppressions  and  repeated  hostilities ;  that  their  brethren 
were  left  at  discretion  to  enlist,  without  incuning  the 
censure  of  their  religious  community  ;  and,  under  these 
circumstances,  many  of  them  had  enlisted  as  soldiers,  and 
many  more  were  ready  to  do  so,  who  had  an  earnest 
desire  their  Ministers  should  preach  to  them  during  the 
campaign  ;  that  they  had  therefore  appointed  four  of  their 
brethren  to  make  application  to  this  Convention  for  the 
liberty  of  iireaching  to  the  Troops  at  convenient  times, 
without  molestation  or  abuse,  and  praying  the  same  may 
be  granted  them. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Commanding 
Officers  of  the  Regiments  or  Troops  to  be  raised,  that  they 
permit  dissenting  Clergymen  to  celebrate  divine  worship, 
and  to  preach  to  the  Soldiers,  or  exhort,  from  time  to  time, 
as  the  various  operations  of  the  military  service  may  per- 
mit, for  the  ease  of  such  scrupulous  consciences  as  may  not 
choose  to  attend  divine  service  as  celebrated  by  the 
Chaplain. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Colony;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Robert  Carter  Nicholas  re- 
ported, that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  had 
come  to  several  Resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  then  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved,  That  for  the  more  effectual  carrying  into 
execution  the  several  IJules  and  Regulations  established 
bv  this  Convention,  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this 
Colony,  a  Committee  of  Safety  be  ajipointed,  to  consist 
of  eleven  Members,  to  be  chosen  by  ballot,  by  the  Mem- 
bers of  this  Convention,  who  are  to  continue  to  the  next 
silting  of  the  Convention,  or  for  one  year,  in  ca'^e  the  Con- 
vention shall  not  meet  within  that  time. 

Resolved,  That  no  Member  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
shall  hold  any  military  oflice  whatsoever  after  the  end  of 
this  session  of  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Carter  yicholas,  Mr.  Henri/, 
Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Jefferson, 
be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordinance  pur- 
suant to  the  said  Resolutions. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Oniinnnce 
for  establishing  a  Geninal  Test  in  this  Colony,  and  that 
Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  deorge  Mason  do  [jrepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  on  the  fJestcrn  U aters 
of  Augusta,  enclosing  several  papers  on  the  subject  of 
Indian  allairs,  was  laid  before  the  Convention,  read,  auti 
ouleied  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Jlr.  Jefferson  ha\e  leave  of  ab-once  from 
the  service  of  this  Coii\ention  for  the  rcinalndri-  ol  the 
session. 

The  Orders  of  the  Dav — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  regulating  the 
election  of  Delegates  and  ascertaining  their  allowances;  and 
also  for  regulating  the  election  of  Committee-Men  in  the 
several  Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;  for  the  Convention 


to  pr(jceed  to  the  appointment  of  Officers  to  command 
the  Regular  Forces  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  and  pro- 
lection  of  this  Colony  ;  and  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  raising  and 
embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  prolectioii 
of  this  Colony — being  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

It  being  observed,  with  great  concern,  that  the  President 
was  much  indisposed,  and  that  the  time  of  bis  dejiarturo 
for  the  General  C'onlinental  Congress  was  nearly  apjiroach- 
ing,  it  was  unanimously  reconuneuded  to  him  to  retire  for 
ihe  present  from  the  fatigues  of  the  business  of  this  Con- 
vention ;  in  which  he  was  ()leased,  though  with  reluctance, 
to  actjuiesce. 

It  was  then  unanimously  Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of 
this  Convention  be  presented  to  his  Honourthe  l-'resident,for 
his  unremitted  attention  to  the  important  interests  of  this 
Country,  and  his  unwearied  application  to,  and  able,  faith- 
ful, and  imi)arlial  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office; 
assming  him  that  he  hath  the  warmest  wishes  of  this  Con- 
vention for  a  speedy  return  of  liealth,  and  an  uninterrupted 
enjoyment  of  every  felicity. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  oclock. 

Thursday,  Au-ust  17,  177.';. 

The  Delegates  being  assembled,  Edmund  Pendleton, 
Esij.,  a  Member  for  the  County  of  Caroline,  reminded 
them  that  the  Honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Esq.,  having, 
in  coiiseijuence  of  what  was  yesterday  recommended  to 
him  by  the  Convention,  retired,  it  became  necessary  thai 
they  sliould  proceed  to  the  choice  of  another  President,  to 
act  in  that  office  during  his  indisposition  or  absence  ;  and 
he  recommended  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Esq.,  as  a 
gentleman  in  every  respect  qualified  to  fill  that  important 
office.  Mr.  Nicholas  was  then,  by  general  consent,  called 
to  the  chair;  and  after  being  seated,  arose  and  returned  his 
thanks  to  the  Convention  for  the  honour  they  had  been 
pleased  to  confer  on  him.  Professions  of  unworthiness, 
he  said,  he  considered  as  more  trite  than  sincere,  and 
therefore  declined  every  thing  of  that  kind  ;  but  candour 
obliged  him  to  acknowledge  he  felt  the  greatest  diffidence 
in  succeeding  to  an  oliice  lately  filled  by  a  worthy  gentle- 
man, of  confessed  abilities,  so  much  to  his  own  honour, 
and  so  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  this  Convention. 

The  President  then  reminded  the  Convention  how  much 
a  due  observance  of  order  and  decorum  redounded  to  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  every  society,  and  hoped  a  continu- 
ance of  the  same  attention  to  those  objects,  which  he  had 
been  hitherto  happy  to  observe ;  that,  on  his  iniri,  no 
endeavours  should  be  wanting  to  justify  their  choice  ;  and 
that,  on  all  occasions,  he  should  conduct  himself  with  the 
utmost  impartiality. 

Ordered,  That  iMr.  Thornton  and  Mr.  llnrvic  have 
leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of  this  Con\ention  for 
tlie  remainder  of  the  session. 

The  Convention  then  ])rocceded,  by  ballot,  to  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee  of  Safely  ;  and  the  Mem- 
bers having  prepared  tickets  with  the  names  o/  eleven  per- 
sons to  be  of  the  said  Connnittee,  and  put  the  same  into 
the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr. 
Jlarrison,  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  on  whom  the  ntajoriiy  fell: 
who  retired,  and  after  some  time  returned  into  Conven- 
tion, and  reported,  that  the  numbers  stood  as  follows  : 
l''or  Edmund  Pendleton,  Esq.,       -     -     -     -     77 

George  Mas.m,  Escj., 7"2 

John'Page,  Es(].,  70 

Richard  Bland,  Esij., GG 

Thomas  Ludu-ell  Lee,  Esij.,        -      -     -      C'J 

Paul  Carrintj^ton.  Esi]., ')\ 

Hudlei/  J)iiiu;es,  Esq., -I'i 

miliam  Cabell.  Es^.. S'.! 

Carter  Braxton,  Esi]., ',iS 

James  Mercer,  Esq., 38 

John  Tabb,  Esq., ;36 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Edmund  Pendleton, 
George  Mason,  John  Page,  Richard  Bland,  Thomas 
Liidicell  Lee,  Paul  Carrington,  Dudley  Diggcs,  fVilliam 
Cabell,  Carter  Bra.iton,  James  Mercer,  and  John   Tabb, 
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Esquires,  be  appointed  Jlenibers  of  the  said  Committee  of  Friday,  August  18,  1775. 

Safety.  The  Convention,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 

Resolved,  That  William  Woodford,  Esq.,  be  appointed  resolved  itself  into  a  Commiitee  on  the  Ordinance  for  raising 
Colonel  to  the  second  Regiment  of  Regular  Forces  to  be  and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  pro- 
raised  for  tile  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  in  the  lection  of  this  Colony;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
room  of  Thomas  Nclsoji,  Esq.,  who  hath  declined  the  said  ^^i"-  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  report- 
ajjpointmLMit.  ed,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 

their  consideration  the  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embody- 
ing a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of 
this  Colony,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made 
several  amendments  thereto,  wiiicii  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  then  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said  amendments 
be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  Order  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
Itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  the  election 
of  Delegates  and  ascertaining  their  allowances,  and  also  for 
regidating  the  election  of  Committee-Men  in  the  several 
Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned — being  read, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow, 
itself  into  a  Connnittee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 


The  Convention,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  appointment  of  a  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  to  the  First  Regiment ;  and  the  Members  of  the 
Convention  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of  the 
person  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot- 
box,  ftlr.  George  Mason,  Mr.  Thomas  Ijudwell  Lee,  Mr. 
Banister,  and  Mr.  Holt,  were  appointed  a  Conimittee  to 
examine  the  ballot-box,  and  report  on  whom  the  majority 
falls  ;  and  it  appearing,  from  their  report,  that  there  was  a 
majority  of  the  whole  Convention  in  favour  of  JVilliam 
Christian,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  William  Christian 
be  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  said  First  Regi- 
ment. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  Second  Regi- 
ment; and  it  appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Commiitee, 
that  there  was  a  majority  of  the  whole  Convention  in 
favour  of  Charles  Scott,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Charles  Scott  be 
appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  Second  Regiment 


resolv 


The   amendments 


•Saturday,  August  19 

the    Ordinance    for   raisi 


embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and   protec- 
The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  mann"er,  to  the     ^'°"  °^  '.''''  Colony,  yesterday  reported  by  the  Committee, 
appointment  of  a   Major  to  the  First   Regiment;   and  it     ^ere^^^'ce  read,  aiul  on  the  question  severally  put  thereon, 
ppearing,  from  the  re]iort  of  the  Conmiittee  appointed 


ibers    stood    as 


agreed  to  by  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Carl/,  from  the  persons  appointed,  presented  to  the 
Convention,  according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  for  appoint- 
ing a  Committee  of  Safety,  for  the  more  effectual  carrying 
into  execution  the  several  Rules  and  Regulations  establish- 


to  examine   the   ballot-box,   that    the 
follows : 

For  Francis  Eppes,  Esq.,        -     - 

Alexander  Spotsivood,  Esq., 

George  Mattheivs,  Esq., 

Alexander  McClanahan,  Esq., 
The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  said  Francis     '^'^  ^Y  ^'"'^  Convention  for  the   protection  of  this  Colony; 
Eppes,  or  the  said  Alexander  SjMtswood,  on   whom  the     ^""^  '''^  same  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
greatest  numbers  fell  on  the  ballot,  should  be  appointed     read  a  second  time, 
ftlajor   to  ^he   First  Regiment;  the  majority  appeared  in  Mr.  Cary,  from  the  persons  appointed,  presented  to  the 


favour  o{  Francis  Eppcs,  Esq 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Francis  Eppes  be     tl 
appointed  Major  to  the  said  First  Regiment. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Major  of  the  Second  Regiment ;  and 
it  appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  examine  the  ballot-box,  that  the  numbers  stood  as 
follows : 

For  Alexander  Spotsivood,  Esq.,  -  -  -  -31 
George  Mattheivs,  Esq.,  -  -  .  .  15 
Alexander  McClanahan, 'E.sii;  -  -  -  13 
William  Grai/son,  Esq., 12 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  said  Alexander 
Sj'otsivood,  or  the  said  George  Mattheivs,  on  whom  the 
greatest  numbers  fell  on  the  ballot,  should  be  appointed 
Major  to  the  Second  Regiment;  the  majority  appearcil  in 
favour  of  Alexander  Spotsivood,  Esq. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  saiti  Alcutndcr  Sjwts- 
wood  be  appointed  Major  to  the  said  Second  Regiment. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the     the   Convention     accord 
appointment  of  an  Adjutant-General;    and  it  appearing,     establishing  a  General  Tes^t 
from  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  ballot-box,  that  there  was  a  majority  of  the  whole  Con- 
vention in  lavour  of  Thomas  liuUitt,  J'^'^q., 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Thomas  Bullitt  be 
appointed  Adjutant-General. 

The  Order  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  regulating  the 
election  of  Delegates  and  ascertaining  their  allowances,  and 
also  for  regulating  the  election  of  Committee-Men  in  the 
several  Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;  and  for  the  Conven- 
tion to  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for 
raising  and  embodying  a  sullicient  Force  for  the  defence 
and  |)rotection  of  this  Colony — being  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinances. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi. 


Convention,  according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  toencouraL'e 
le  making  of  Saltpetre,  Gunpowder,  Lead,  the  refining  of 
Sulphur,  and  providing  Arms  for  the  use  of  this  Colony; 
and  the  same  ivas  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

An  Ordinance  for  appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety,  for 
the  more  effectual  carrying  into  execution  the  several 
Rules  and  Regulations  established  by  this  Convention  for 
the  protection  of  this  Colony,  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  will,  on  Monday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Conmiittee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

An  Ordinance  to  encourage  the  making  of  Saltpetre, 
Gunpowder,  Lead,  the  refining  of  Sulphur,  and  providing 
Arms  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Monday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

Mr.  Mason,  from  the  persons  appointed,  presented  to 
"to  order,  an  Ordinance  for 
which  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Faulcon  have  leave 
of  absence  fi'om  the  service  of  this  Convention  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  a  call  of  the  Convention  on 
Monday  next. 

An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  General  Test  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Monday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Order  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  the  election 
of  Delegates  and  ascertaining  their  allowances,  and  also  for 
regulating  the  election  of  Committee-Men  in  the  several 
Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned — being  read, 
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Resolved,  That  tliis  Convention  will,  on  Mowlay  next, 
resolve  itself  into  tlie  said  Connnitiee. 
Adjourned  till  Mumhiij,  nine  o'clock. 


The  .Aiiicles  for  the  belter  government  of  the  Forces  to 
be  raised  and  employed  in  tiie  service  of  ihe  Colony  and 
Dominion  of  J'irglnin,  which  had  passed  tlirougli  the  seve- 
ral stages  as  part  of  the  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embody- 
ing a  siillicient  Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this 
Colony,  were  se|jarated  therefrom,  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passed,  under  the  lille  of  "  An  Ordinance  for  the  beiicr 
government  of  the  Forces  lobe  raised  and  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  Colony  and  Uominiou  of  llrgliiia." 

An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  suHioient 
Force  for  tiio  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony  having 
been  fairly  transcribed,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  the 
blanks  therein  filled  u|). 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  jiass. 

0/7/(Tef/,Thai  Mr.  Banister,  Mr.  Louson,  Mr.  Ifalkins, 
and  .Mr.  Holt,  be  a|)poinled  a  Connnitiee  to  draw  u])  and 
report  the  forms  of  proper  Commissions  to  he  granted  to 
the  Officers  of  the  Regular  Forces,  Minule-^Ien,  and 
Mililia  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zane  have  leave  to  be  absent  from 
the  service  of  this  Convenliun  for  the  remainder  ol  the 
session. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  do  immediately  send  the  Or- 
dinance for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufhcient  Force  for 
the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony  to  Mr.  Alexan- 
der Fiirdic,  and  ihe  Ordinance  for  the  better  government 
of  the  Forces  to  be  raised  and  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Tlrgitiia  to  Mr.  John  I'ink- 
nei/,  requesting  them  to  ])rint  five  hundred  copies  thereof 
with  all  possible  expedition. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convemion  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinances  for  appointing  a 
Commillee  of  Safety,  for  the  more  efTeclual  carrying  into 
execution  the  several  rules  and  regidations  established  by 
this  Convention  for  the  protection  of  this  Colony;  to  en- 
courage the  making  Saltpetre,  Gunpowder,  Leatl,  the 
refining  Sulphur,  and  proviiling  Aims  for  the  use  of  ibis 
Colony;  for  the  election  of  Delegates  and  ascertaining 
their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election  of 
Committee-Men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations 
within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned ;  to  establish  a  General  Test;  and  for  a  call  of  ihe 
Convention — being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  olT  till  to-moirow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 


A  Leller  from  Jamts  Wood,  Esq.,  on  the  subjrct  of  In- 
dian affairs,  was  laid  before  the  Convention,  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Whereas  the  quiet  of  this  Colony  will  greatly  depend 
upon  the  County  Courts  attending  particularly  to  ihc  sup- 
pression of  all  irregularities  in  their  respective  Counties  ; 
and  whereas  the  Courts  held  at  Pittsburgh  are  by  writs  of 
adjournment,  which  renders  it  impossible  to  hold  Courts 
for  suppression  of  irregularities  or  trial  of  criminals  at 
Staunton,  in  tjist  Augusta,  when  the  adjouinment  is  lo 
Pittsburgh,  and  so  rue  versa  : 

Resolved,  That  llie  Courts  at  Staunton  and  Pittsburgh 
do  proceed,  in  all  matters  relating  to  keeping  the  peace 
and  good  behaviour,  and  in  all  criminal  matters,  as  if  they 
were  distinct  Counties. 

Ordrrul  That  Mr.  Rirh.ird  /vr,  Mr.  Peyton,  Mr. 
Vlaplum,  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  and  Mr.  lilarkburn,  have  leave 
to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  Convention  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session,  they  being  necessarily  called 
away,  to  settle  the  Accounts  of  the  Mililia  lately  drawn  out 
into  actual  service, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine, 
state,  and  settle  the  Accounts  of  the  Militia  latelv  drawn 
out  into  actual  service  do  make  a  special  Repori  of  tli.> 
expense  of  building  and  repairing  Forts,  which  ib  not  to  be 


paid  without  the  further  order  of  tlie  Convention  or  Assem- 
bly :  and  that  the  said  Committee  do  also  make  a  strict 
inquiry  for  all  the  publick  Muskets  and  Bayonets  lately 
used  in  the  expedition  against  the  Indians,  and  cause  the 
same  to  be  sent  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  For- 
ces 10  be  raised  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this 
Colony. 

The  Coinention,  according  to  the  Order  of  ihe  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Commillee  on  the  Ojdinanee  for  ap- 
pointing a  Committee  of  Safety,  for  the  more  eti'ectual 
carrying  into  execution  the  several  rules  and  regulations 
established  by  this  Convention  for  the  protection  of  this 
Colony;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  .Mr.  Presideirf 
resumed  the  chair,  and  .Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  Ordinance 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in 
his  |ilace,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  ai  ihe  Clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Conven- 
tion. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  with  ihc  several 
amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  ihiid  lime. 

Tlie  Convention  then  resolved  iiself  into  a  Committee 
on  the  Ordinance  for  the  election  of  Delegates  and  ascer- 
taining their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election 
of  Commitiee-Men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corpora- 
tions within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  .Mr.  Harrison  reported,  thai 
the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their 
consideration  the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  made  a  consider- 
able progress  therein  ;  but  not  having  time  to  go  through 
the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  inlo  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinances  for  establishing 
a  General  Test  ;  to  encourage  the  making  Salt)ietre,  Gun- 
powder, Lead,  the  refining  Sulphur,  and  providing  Arms 
for  the  use  of  the  Colony:  and  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  a 
call  of  the  Convention — being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oil"  till  to-morrow. 

.Vdjourned  till  to-iuoriow,  nine  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  August  23,  1775. 

.\  Petition  from  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
Couniy  of  Chesterfield  was  presented  lo  the  Convention, 
and  read  ;  setting  forth  that,  agreeable  to  the  eleventh  Re- 
solution of  the  Coniinental  Congress,  a  Committee  had 
been  chosen  in  their  Couniy,  very  shorlly  after  the  said 
Resolnlion  had  been  entered  into;  that  not  many  of  the 
Freeholders  attended  the  said  election,  as  few  persons  had 
been  associated,  by  which  means  some  persons  were  cho- 
sen of  the  said  Commillee  whom  they  could  by  no  means 
think  proper;  and  as  the  Cominittce  is  now  to  transact 
matters  of  greater  importance  than  was  conceived  at  the 
time  of  their  election,  they  prayed  that  the  said  Commillee 
might  be  dissolved,  and  a  new  one  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Convention  then,  according  lo  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance 
for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates  and  ascertaining 
their  allowant'cs,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election  of 
,  Committee-Men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations 
within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  jinrposes  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  after  some  lime  =|)ent  therein,  ]Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  further 
consideration  the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  gone  through  the 
same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  on  the 
question  severally  put  thereon,  agreed  to  by  the  Conven- 
tion. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  said  Ordinance,  together  with  the 
scleral  amendmeiils,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third 
lime. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lyne  and   .Mr.  Bassett  have  leave 
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to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  Convention  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session. 

An  Ordinance  for  a|ipointing  Commissioners  to  settle  the 
Accounts  of  the  Mihtia  lately  drawn  out  into  actual  service, 
and  for  making  provision  to  pay  the  same,  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  immediately  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Ordinance  for  appointing  Commissioners  to 
settle  the  Accounts  of  the  Militia  lately  drawn  out  into 
actual  service,  and  for  making  provision  to  pay  the  same  ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  Committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the 
said  Ordinance,  and  had  made  a  considerable  progress 
therein  ;  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had 
directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Conniiittee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinances  for  establishing 
a  General  Test ;  to  encourage  the  making  Saltpetre,  Gun- 
powder, Lead,  the  refining  Sulphur,  and  providing  Arms 
for  the  use  of  this  Colony;  and  the  Older  of  the  Day  for 
a  call  of  the  Convention — being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 

Tlmrsday,  August  24,  1775. 

Tlie  Convention,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for 
appointing  Commissioners  to  settle  the  Accounts  of  the 
Militia  lately  drawn  out  into  actual  service,  and  for  making 
provision  to  pay  the  same ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  !\Ir.  Harri- 
son reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  under  their  consideration  the  said  Ordinance,  and  had 
gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deliver- 
ed in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  on  the  question  severally  jnit  thereon, 
agreed  to  by  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  together  with  the 
several  amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

An  Ordinance  appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety,  for  the 
more  effectual  carrying  into  execution  the  several  rules  and 
regulations  eslablished  by  this  Convention  for  the  protec- 
tion of  this  Colony,  having  been  fairly  transcribed,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinances  to  encourage  the 
making  Saltpetre,  Gunpowder,  Lead,  the  refining  Sulphur, 
and  providing  Arms  for  the  use  of  this  Colony;  for  estab- 
lishing a  General  Test ;  and  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  a  call 
of  the  Convention — being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Arljourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 


Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
to  provide  for  paying  the  expenses  of  the  Delegates  from 
this  Colony  to  the  General  Congress,  and  that  Mr.  Pen- 
dleton and   Mr.  Mercer  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  whatsoever  shall  sell  to  any 
Non-Commissioned  Officer  or  Soldier  in  the  regular  ser- 
vice any  kind  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  within  a  mile  of  the 
Head-Quarters,  under  the  penalty  of  subjecting  himself  to 
every  regulation  prescribed  for  Sutlers. 

It  appearing  to  the  Convention,  by  a  Receipt  of  Patrick 
Henry,  Esq.,  and  other  testimony,  that  it  was  referred  to 
them,  at  this  meeting,  to  determine  how  much  of  the  three 
hundred  and  thirty  Pounds  which  had  been  received  of  the 
Receiver-General  on  the  fourth  of  May  last,  to  compen- 
sate  for  the   Powder   taken  out  of  the  Magazine  by  the 


Governour's  orders,  should  be  restored  to  the  said  Recei- 
ver-General, 

Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,)  That 
sufficient  proof  being  had  of  there  being  only  fifteen  half- 
barrels  of  Powder  so  taken  by  Lord  Danmort's  order,  that 
no  more  money  should  be  retained  than  one  hundred  and 
twelve  Pounds,  ten  Shillings,  which  we  judge  fully  ade- 
quate to  the  payment  of  the  said  Powder,  and  that  the 
residue  of  the  said  three  hundred  and  thirty  Pounds  ought 
to  be  returned  to  the  said  Receiver-General  ;  and  it  is 
hereby  directed  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conven- 
tion are  justly  due  to  the  several  Volunteer  Companies  in 
this  Colony,  for  their  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
American  Liberty,  manifested  by  their  attention  to  the 
Resolutions  of  the  last  Convention,  in  arming  and  disci- 
plining themselves,  and  the  readiness  they  have  shown, 
upon  all  occasions,  to  defend  their  Country  against  the 
dangers  with  which  it  was  threatened  ;  and  that  they  l>e 
desired  to  exert  themselves  in  promoting  enlistments  into 
the  regular  and  minute  service  adopted  by  this  Convention  ; 
and  it  is  recommended  to  the  several  District  Committees 
to  pay  proper  attention  to  the  merit  of  the  said  Volunteers, 
in  their  choice  of  officers. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  do,  from  lime  to  time, 
advance  to  the  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  fifteen 
Shillings  per  day,  to  defray  their  reasonable  expenses 
during  their  attendance  on  duty. 

Mr.  Pendleton,  from  the  persons  appointed  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  an  Ordinance  to  provide  for  paying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Delegates  from  this  Colony  to  the  General 
Congress,  presented  to  the  Convention,  according  to  order, 
the  said  Ordinance;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

An  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates 
and  ascertaining  their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating 
the  election  of  Committee-Men  in  the  several  Counties  and 
Corporations  within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,  having  been  fairly  transcribed,  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass. 

An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  paying  the  expenses  of  the 
Delegates  from  this  Colony  to  the  General  Congress  was 
read  a  second  time,  ordered  to  be  fairly  transcribed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

An  Ordinance  for  appointing  Commissioners  to  settle  the 
Accounts  of  the  Militia  lately  drawn  out  into  actual  service, 
and  for  making  provision  to  pay  the  same,  having  been 
fairly  transcribed,  was  read  a  tliird  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  of  the  said  Ordinance  be,  "An 
Ordinance  for  appointing  Commissioners  to  settle  the  Ac- 
counts of  the  Militia  lately  drawn  out  into  actual  service, 
and  for  making  provision  to  pay  the  same,  as  well  as  the 
expense  of  raising  and  providing  for  the  Forces  and  Min- 
ute-Men directed  to  be  embodied  for  the  defence  of  this 
Colony." 

An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  paying  the  expenses  of  the 
Delegates  from  this  Colony  to  the  General  Congress,  hav- 
ing been  fairly  transcribed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  establishing  a 
General  Test,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofi'  till  the  first  day  of 
the  next  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  lecommended  to  the  Committees 
of  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  in  this  Colony, 
to  call  all  CJollectors  and  Receivers  of  Fines  heretofore 
imposed  by  any  Court-Martial,  and  all  other  persons  who 
have  any  Money  in  their  hands  arising  from  such  Fines,  to 
an  immediate  account  for  the  same,  and,  after  paying  any 
arrears  which  may  be  due  for  Arras  or  Trophies  formerly 
purchased,  apply  any  such  Money  for  providing  Arms  and 
Ammunition  for  the  use  of  their  respective  Counties  and 
Corporations,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  best. 
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Mr.  Adams,  from  ihe  Committee  apjioinled  to  examine, 
Slate,  and  report  the  Claims  of  such  Ollicers  and  Men  as 
had  been  appointed  and  enlisted  pursuant  to  a  lormer  Re- 
solution, reported,  that  they  had  examined  llie  Claims  of 
the  Olficers  and  Soldiers  in  the  County  o(  ChesterfitUI, 
and  that  it  a|)peared  to  them  that  the  said  Ofiicers  were 
chosen  by  the  Committee  of  the  said  County,  and  directed 
to  raise  the  Men,  in  consequence  of  which  they  were  ac- 
cordingly enlisted,  and  are  entitled  to  pay  as  follows: 
To  Jo/i«  M'r/t-/(rtHi,  Captain,  four  days,  at  (>s.  -  £l  4 
To  miliam  Black,  Lieutenant,  four  days,  at  Is.  -  0  Hi 
To  Gtori^c  Hancock,  Ensign,  four  day's,  at  :].v.  -  0  \-l 
To  Thomas  JJtvinlun  and  Matthew  I'vicUr,  Ser- 

geants,  four  days  each,  at  2s.  -     -----       0   IG 

To  thirty-three  Privates,  four  days  each,  at  Is.  Ad.       8    It) 

To  live  PrivaK.'S,  three  days  each,  at  Is.   id.  -     -J. U 

£13     4 


Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  do  pay  the  said  thirteen 
Pounds  and  four  Shillings,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  Re- 
port. 

Whereas,  hv  a  Resolulion  of  the  Con\enli()n  held  in  the 
month  of  Maich  last,  the  several  Courts  in  this  Colony 
were  directed  to  proceed  to  give  judgments  against  Sherifl's 
and  other  Collectors,  for  Money  or  Tobacco  received  by 
them;  and  it  is  re|)resented  to  this  Convention,  that  seve- 
ral Sherifls,  in  order  to  evade  paying  the  Money  received 
on  executions  levied  by  them,  refuse  to  return  such  exe- 
cutions : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
several  Courts  of  Justice  in  this  Colony  to  put  in  execu- 
tion the  laws  now  in  force  to  compel  the  Sheriffs  to  return 
e.Kecutions,  and  to  call  all  publick  creditors  to  account. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  Merchants  and  others,  natives  of 
Great  Britain,  and  resident  in  this  Colony,  was  presented 
to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  being 
chiefly  agents,  factors,  and  persons  who  from  their  youth 
have  been  bred  up  to  anil  employed  in  counnerce,  they 
have  at  no  time  interfered  with  the  civil  institutions  of  the 
C'onntry,but  have  always  acted  in  conformily  to  the  laws, 
under  which  they  have  enjuyed  the  best  security  for  their 
]iersons  and  property;  that  with  this  experience  of  the 
protection  derived  from  salutar)-  laws,  as  well  as  fiom  the 
liappy  intercourse  they  have  enjoyed  with  the  inhabitants, 
many  of  them  had  formed  connections  of  the  most  endear- 
ini;  nature,  and  had  invested  considerable  portions  of  their 
properly  in  real  estates,  with  a  view  of  continuing  their 
residence  among  a  people  with  whom  they  had  hitherto 
lived  in  much  harmony;  that  their  fears  were  much  awa- 
kened, from  the  ill-grounded  prejudices  which  they  are  in- 
formed actuate  the  minds  of  some  of  the  people  of  this 
Colony  against  them,  as  a  body  who  are  not  natives  of  the 
land — a  circumstance  which,  being  accidental,  cannot  be 
imputed  to  them  as  a  fault,  and  therefore  hoping  to  stand 
in  the  same  lii;ht  with  other  subjects  who  conform  to  the 
laws;  tliat  they  are  very  sensible  the  unhappy  ditTerences 
subsisting  between  the  Parent  State  and  her  Coloni(!s  iiave 
given  rise  to  distinctions  to  their  prejudice  amongst  the 
natives  of  the  Country,  and  excited  jealousies  of  them  which 
otherwise  had  never  existed  ;  that,  discriminated  from  the 
rust  of  the  society,  and  placed  in  a  suspicious  \nnni  of 
view,  they  presume  to  lay  before  this  Convention  the  hard- 
sliips  of  their  situation,  and,  in  the  sincerity  of  their  hearts, 
declare  that  they  hold  the  people  of  this  ("olony  in  the 
highest  estimation  as  friends  and  fellow-subjects  ;  and  that, 
in  war  or  peace,  they  will  cheerfully  contribute,  with  them, 
to  the  exigencies  of  their  common  state  ;  that  in  all  inter- 
nal commotions  or  in^urri'dions,  they  pledge  their  faith,  at 
the  risk  of  their  h\es  and  fortunes,  jointly  with  their  fellow- 
subjects  of  this  Colony,  to  defend  the  Country;  and  that 
in  case  of  an  attack  from  the  Tioops  of  Great  liritain, 
they  will  not  aid  in  any  nianner,  or  communicate  intelli- 
gence to  them  by  letter  or  otherwise  ;  that  they  bi!g  leave 
to  assure  this  Convention  they  wish  not  an  exemption  from 
the  hardships  and  bindens  to  which  the  jicople  of  this 
Country  are  exposed,  from  the  civil  contest  subsistinj  with 
the  Parent  State,  but  are  willing  and  ready  to  participate 
in  all  instances,  except  taking  up  arms  against  the  people 
amoni;  whoui  they  were  born,  and  with  whom,  perliap-, 
they    are   connected   bv    the    neaiest  ties  of  coiisaii-umiu  ; 


that  they  entreat  the  impartial  and  favourable  attention  of 
the  Convention  to  this  circumstance,  and  beg  that  a  line 
of  conduct  might  be  marked  out,  by  which,  in  this  danger- 
ous crisis,  they  may  move  as  useful  members  of  the  com- 
numity,  without  being  held  to  the  necessity  of  shedding 
the  blood  of  their  countrymen — an  act  at  which  nature  re- 
coils, and  which  every  feeling  of  humanity  forbids ;  that, 
allowed  this,  they  repeat  their  readiness  to  stand  up,  with 
the  foremost,  in  defence  of  the  Country  against  internal 
insurrections,  and  in  its  support  by  the  most  liberal  and 
cheerful  contiibutions  ;  and  that  the  Supreme  Director  of 
the  Universe  might  inspire  this  Convention  with  wisdom, 
to  put  a  period  to  this  unnatural  contest,  and  restore  this 
once  happy  land  to  peace,  safety,  and  union  with  iis  Parent 
Stale,  was  their  most  ardent  wish. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  said  Peiiiion  is  reason- 
able, and  it  is  recommended  to  the  Committees  of  the 
several  Counties  and  Cor|)oralions,  and  others  the  good 
people  of  this  Colony,  to  treat  all  natives  of  Great  Britain, 
resident  here,  as  do  not  show  themselves  enemies  to  the 
conniion  cause  oi America,  with  lenity  and  friendship;  to 
protect  all  persons  whatsoever  in  the  just  enjoyment  of  their 
civil  rights  and  liberty  ;  to  disco. intenance  all  national  reflec- 
tions ;  to  preserve,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  internal 
peace  and  good  order ;  and  to  promote  union,  harmony, 
and  mutual  good-will,  among  all  ranks  of  people. 

Resolved,  also.  That  the  said  Petition,  togetlier  with  this 
liesolve,  be  forthwith  published  in  the  Virginia  Gazettes. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  to 
encourage  the  making  S.dtpetre,  Gunpowder,  Lead,  the 
refining  Sulphur,  and  providing  Arms  for  the  u<e  of  this 
Colony  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to  order,  hud  under  their  con- 
sideration the  said  Ordinance,  but,  not  having  time  to  go 
through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-monou,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

Resolved,  That  it  he  an  instruction  to  the  Commiiteo  of 
Safety,  that  they  forthwith  cause  to  be  erected  a  Maga- 
zine, at  some  fit  and  convenient  place,  for  the  reception  of 
Arms  and  Ammunition,  and  that  they  appoint  a  guard,  to 
he  drawn  out  of  the  Minute-.Men  or  Mditia,  for  the  safe 
keeping  and  preservation  of  the  same,  from  time  to  time, 
as  the  exigence  of  affairs  may  require. 

Resolveil,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committees 
of  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations,  to  appoint  proper 
persons  of  their  body,  within  such  Districts  as  to  them 
shall  seem  convenient,  to  take  a  List  of  the  number  of  per- 
sons therein,  of  all  a'^cs  and  sexes,  distinguishing  whether 
thoy  be  male  or  female,  white  or  black  ;  and,  of  the  males, 
whether  they  be  above  or  under  sixteen  yeais  of  age  ;  from 
which  Lists  the  Committee  shall  cause  a  general  County 
or  Corporation  Ijist  to  be  made  and  returned  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Convention,  without  delay,  who  is  desired,  from 
them,  to  cause  a  general  Colony  I  ;i-t  to  be  formed,  and 
certify  the  sajiii'  to  the  Coininent.il  Con^iress. 

Adjourned  till  to-morruw,  nine  o'clock. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  appoint  a  ]ilace 
for  the  meeting  of  the  next  Convention  ;  and  tiie  Meiubers 
having  prepared  tickets,  uith  the  name  of  the  place  to  be 
appointed  for  the  pmpose  afoie-iaid,  and  put  the  same  into 
the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Carringlon,  .Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Stub- 
blej'ulil,  and  .Mr.  Cary,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to 
examine  the  ballot-box,  and  to  report  on  which  place  the 
majority  falls;  who  retired,  and,  after  some  time,  returned 
into  Convention  and  reported  that  the  numbers  on  the  bal- 
lot appeannl  as  follows: 

For  the  Town  of  Rirltmniid,       .     .     .     .     25 

For  the  City  of  llilliaiiislnir'^'h.       -     -     -      •>•) 

For  ihe 'Yown  o(  Fred(  rickslturgh,       -     -       8 

And  the  question  being  then  put,  whether  the  Town  of 

Richmond,  or   the   Citv  of  ffilliamsfjurgh,  should   be   the 

place  for  holding  the  next  ( 'onvention,  a  majority  appeared 

in  favora-  of  the  Town  of  Richmond. 
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Uesohcil,  therefore,  That  the  next  meeting  of  this  Con- 
vention be  at  the  said  Town  of  llkhinoiul. 

Mr.  Banister,  from  the  persons  appointed  to  draw  up 
and  report  the  forms  of  proper  Commissions  to  be  granted 
to  the  Otficers  of  the  Regular  Forces,  Minute-Men,  and 
jVIihtia  of  this  Colony,  reported  the  Ajllowing  forms  of  the 
said  Commissions,  which  were  read,  and,  on  the  question 
severally  put  thereon,  agreed  to  by  the  Convention. 
Form  of  a   Commission  for  the    Colonel  of    the    First 

Regiment,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Rigular 

Forces. 
"  The  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  ViR(iiNiA, 
to  Patrick  Henhy,  Esq. 

"  Whereas,  by  a  Iltsolution  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Co- 
lony, in  Convention  assembled,  it  was  delfimined  that  you, 
the  said  Patrick  Henry,  Ksq.,  should  be  Colonel  ol  the 
First  Regiment  of  Regulars,  and  Couimander-in-Cliief  of 
all  the  Forces  to  be  raised  for  the  protection  and  defence 
of  this  Colony;  and,  by  an  Ordinance  of  the  said  Conven- 
tion, it  is  provided  that  the  Coniinitlee  of  Safety  should 
issue  all  military  commissions :  Now,  in  pursuance  to  the 
said  power  to  us  granted,  and  in  conformity  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Convention,  we,  the  said  Conunittee  of  Safety, 
do  constitute  and  connnission  you,  the  said  Patrick  Henry, 
Esq.,  Colonel  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Regidars,  aufl  Com- 
inander-in-Chief  of  all  such  other  Forces  as  may,  b)  order 
of  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety,  be  diiected  to 
act  in  conjunction  with  them  ;  and  with  the  said  Forces,  or 
any  of  them,  you  are  hereby  empowered  to  resist  and  re- 
pel all  hostile  invasions,  and  quell  and  suj)press  any  insur- 
rections, which  may  be  made  or  attempted,  against  the 
peace  and  safety  of  this  His  Majesty's  Colony  and  Domi- 
nion. And  we  do  require  you  to  exert  your  utmost  clibrls 
for  the  promotion  of  iliscipline  and  order  among  the  Olli- 
cers  and  Soldiers  under  your  command,  agreeably  to  such 
Ordinances,  Rules,  and  Articles,  which  are  now,  or  here- 
after may  be  instituted,  for  the  government  and  regidation 
of  the  Army,  and  that  you  pay  due  obedience  to  all  orders 
and  instructions  which,  from  lime  to  lime,  you  may  receive 
Irom  the  Convention  or  Cou)mittee  of  Safety ;  to  hold, 
exercise,  and  enjoy,  the  said  office  of  Colonel  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Forces,  and  to  perfjrm  and  exe- 
cute the  power  and  authority  aforesaid,  and  all  other  things 
which  are  truly  and  of  right  incidental  to  your  said  olHce, 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Convention,  and  no  longer.  And 
we  do  hereby  require  and  command  all  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers, and  every  person  whatsoever,  in  any  way  concerned, 
to  be  obedient  and  assisting  to  you  in  all  things  touching 
ihe  due  execution  of  this  comujission,  accortimg  to  the 
purpoit  or  intent  thereof. 

"  Given  under  our  hands  at ,  this    .   . 

day  of ,  Anno  Domini  177    ." 

Commission  to  a  Colonel  of  the  Minnie- Men. 

"  The   Committee  of  Safety  of  the    Colony  of  Viucjixia 

to ,  Es,j. 

"  Whereas  it  is  provided  by  an  Ordinance  of  ihe  Con- 
vention, that  a  Battalion  of  Minute-Men  should  be  enlisted, 
trained,  and  discijilined,  in  each  of  the  Districts  therein 
mentioned  ;  and  by  the  same  authority  it  is  ordained  that 
all  commissions  for  Officers  to  connnand  the  said  Minute- 
Men  should  issue  from  ihe  Committee  of  Safety  :  A'ow, 
in  pursuance  of  the  said  power  and  authority  to  us  given, 
we  do  by  these  presents  constitute  and  commission  you, 
the  said ,  Colonel  of  the  Battalion  of  Mi- 
nute-Men in  the  District  of You   are 

therefore  to  act  as  Colonel,  by  dtdy  exercising  the  Officers 
and  Suldieis  under  your  command,  taking  care  that  they 
be  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition,  agreeably  to  the 
Ordinances  of  the  Convention  ;  and  you  are  to  pay  a  ready 
obedience  to  all  orders  and  instructions  which  from  time 
to  lime  you  may  receive  from  the  Convention,  Committee 
of  Safely,  or  any  of  your  superiour  Officers,  agreeably  to 
the  Rides  and  Articles  ordained  by  the  Convention.  And 
we  do  require  all  Otiicers  and  Soldiers  under  your  com- 
mand to  be  obedient,  and  to  aid  you  in  the  execution  of 
this  commission,  according  to  the  intent  and  purpoit 
thereof. 

"  Given  under  our  hands  at ,  this  .   . 

day  of ,  Anno  Domini  177    ." 


Commission  to  a  County  Lieutenant. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  Virginia 


"  By  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  invested  in  us  by 
the  Delegates  and  Representatives  of  the  several  Counties 
and  Corporations  within  this  Colony,  in  General  Conven- 
tion assembled,  we,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence 
in  your  patriotism,  fidelity,  courage,  and  good  conduct,  do, 
by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  County 

Lieutenant  of  the  Militia  of  the  County  of ; 

and  you  are  therefore  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge 
the  trust  reposed  in  you,  by  disciplining  all  Officers  and 
Soldiers  under  your  connnand  ;  and  we  do  hereby  require 
them  to  obey  you  as  their  County  Lieutenant.  And  you 
are  to  observe  and  follow  all  such  orders  and  directions  as 
you  shall  liom  time  to  time  receive  fiom  the  Convention, 
the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  time  being,  or  any  supe- 
riour Ollicer,  according  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  es- 
tablished by  the  Convention. 

"Given   under  our  hands  at ,  this   .   . 

day  of ,  Anno  Domini  177   ." 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  to  encou- 
rage the  making  Saltpetre,  Gunpowder,  Lead,  the  refining 
Sulphur,  and  providing  Anns  for  the  use  of  this  Colony; 
and  alter  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  Conmiittee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the 
said  Oidinance,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made 
several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  on  the  question  severally 
put  thereon,  agreed  to  by  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Oidinance,  together  with  the 
several  Amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  anil  read  a  third 
time. 

Ordered,  That  the  Publick  Printer  do  send  twenty-two 
copies  of  the  Ordinances  of  tiiis  Convention  to  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  within  this 
Colony. 

Resiilvtd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committees 
of  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations,  where  it  is  not 
already  done,  to  complete  the  collection  of  the  Money  by 
them  judged  requisite  for  the  purchase  of  Gunpowder,  Lead, 
Flints,  and  Cartridge  Paper,  according  to  the  Resolution  of 
the  Convention  in  March  last,  in  order  to  place  the  whole 
Colony  on  an  equal  footmg  in  that  particular,  and  return  a 
state  of  such  collection  to  the  next  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  British  Ministry  shall  attempt 
to  enforce  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  preventing  the  erec- 
tion of  Plating  and  Slitting  Mills  in  America,  this  Conven- 
tion will  reconipen':e,  to  the  proprietors  of  the  two  fiist 
of  such  INIills  a^  shall  be  finished  and  set  to  work  in  this 
Colony,  all  losses  they  may  respectively  sustain  in  conse- 
quence of  such  endeavours  of  Administration. 

An  Ordinance  to  encourage  the  making  Saltpetre,  Gun- 
powder. Lead,  the  refining  Sulphur,  and  providing  Anns 
for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  having  been  fairly  transcribed, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  of  the  said  Ordinance  be,  "An 
Ordinance  for  providing  Anns  and  Ammunition  for  the  u-e 
of  this  Colony." 

Resolved,  That  the  several  sums  following  be  paid  to  the 
several  Officers  of  this  Convention,  for  their  services  during 
the  present  session:  To  the  Rev.  Miles  Scldcn,  Chaph'm 
to  the  Convention,  £  10  ;  to  Mr.  John  Tazewell,  Clerk  of 
the  Convention,  £1.50  ;  to  Mr.  William  Dandridge,  Jun., 
£2.5;  to  Mr.  Thomas  Claihorne,  Messenger  to  the  Con- 
vention, £.50  ;  to  Robert  Hyland.  .John  Creagh,  JVilliam 
Drinkard,  William  Hit,  and  Richard  fVilliams,  Door- 
keepers to  the  Convention,  £20  each. 

It  appearing  to  the  Convention  that  Otway  Byrd,  E^q., 
had,  on  account  of  his  attachment  to  American  liberty,  re- 
signed his  provision  and  prospects  in  the  British  Navy,  and 
may  be  destitute  of  employment: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Otway  Byrd.  Esq.,  be  strongly 
recommended  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  and 
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the  Conventions  of  our  sister  Colonies  to  the  eastward,  for 
jHoinotion  in  the  Army  in  tliat  neighbourhood  ;  and  that 
until  sucli  promotion  shall  have  taken  place,  or  it  be 
otherwise  ordered  by  this  Convention,  he  be  allowed  ten 
Shillini's  per  day  to  support  him  as  a  Cadet  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  to  commence  the  day  he  joins  the  said  Army; 
and  that  he  be  also  nllowed  the  sum  of  fifty  Pounds,  to  be 
|)aid  him  immediately. 

The  followin!,r  Declaraliiin  was  presented  to  the  Conven- 
tion, maturely  considered,  and  unanimously  aj^reed  to. 
•'A  Declaration  of  the.  Delegates  deputed  by  the  several 
Counties  and  Corporations  in  the  Colony  and  Dominion 
q/' ViKciMA  to  represent  them  in  demral  Convention, 
setting  forth  the  cause  of  their  meeting,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  immediately  putting  the  Country  into  a  posture 
of  defence,  for  the  better  2>rotcction  of  their  lives,  liber- 
ties, and  properties. 

"The  advantages  resulting  from  the  wisest  institutions, 
and  the  price  of  all  sublunary  enjoyments,  are  best  to  be 
estimated  from  their  loss  or  diminution.  By  this  accurate 
scale  we  arc  taught  to  weigh  the  many  blessings  derived  to 
this  once  happy  Country  from  our  excellent  Constitution. 
So  long  as  this  was  maintained  on  its  original  principles, 
and  remained  inviolate,  all  was  well  with  us  ;  every  thing 
flowed  in  a  proper,  peaceful  channel,  all  were  quiet  and  at 
ease.  But,  how  great  the  change  !  how  dreadftd  the  re- 
verse ! 

"  The  times  wej-e,  and  these  not  very  distant,  when  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  with  much  ])leasure,  met  their 
(iovernours  in  General  Assembly.  In  these  assemblies  the 
greatest  harmony  prevailed,  till  a  ftital  change  of  ministe- 
rial systems  took  place.  A  causeless,  hasty  dissolution  drove 
the  representative  body  to  the  unhappy  dilemma  of  either 
sacrificing  the  most  essential  interests  of  their  constituents, 
or  of  meeting  in  General  Convention  to  assert  and  preserve 
them.  Tlie  unlucky  incidents  hero  alluded  to  are  of  pub- 
lick  notoriety,  and  need  not  a  particular  enumeration. 

"  Repeated  prorogations  of  our  Assembly,  when  the 
Country  was  in  the  greatest  distress,  rendered  a  Conven- 
tion, in  the  month  of  March  last,  absolutely  necessary. 
The  Delegates  of  the  peo|)le  then  met  in  full  Convention, 
the  most  numerous  assembly  that  had  ever  been  known  in 
this  (,'olony,  taking  a  view  of  our  unhappy  situation;  con- 
sidering the  Country  exposed  to  the  most  imminent  dangers, 
as  well  from  invasions  as  insurrections,  knowing  its  then  de- 
fenceless state,  and  seeing  no  prosjiect  that  opportunity 
would  be  given  them  in  General  Assembly  to  provide  and 
guard  against  such  extensive  evils,  judged  it  tlieir  indis- 
pensable duty  to  put  the  Country  into  a  posture  of  defence. 
They  recommended  a  due  attention  to  the  militia  law ; 
but,  considering  lliis  inadeipiate  to  the  purpose,  they  further 
advised  tlie  raising  one  or  more  volunteer  companies  in 
each  County.  In  all  their  transactions,  however,  a  jnoper 
regard  and  respect  was  paid  to  Government. 

"  In  a  short  time  afterwards  a  most  extraordinary  ma- 
uffiuvre  was  exerted  by  the  Governour,  to  render  this  Coun- 
try still  more  defenceless,  by  removing  our  small  stock  of 
gunpowder  from  the  publick  magazine,  and  striiiping  of 
their  locks  a  great  number  of  publick  arms.  It  is  very  re- 
markable that  this  was  done  at  a  time  when  he  acknow- 
ledged to  have  recei\ed  information  that  an  insm-rection 
was  apprehended  in  a  neighbouring  County.  This,  to- 
gether with  his  Lordship's  threats  of  emancipating  oiu- 
slaves,  and  reducing  to  ashes  the  princi))al  city  in  this  Co- 
lony, added  to  the  many  alarming  accounts  received  from 
the  Northern  Colonies,  could  not  but  excite  jealousies,  and 
awaken  the  fears  of  the  people. 

"The  Country,  by  these  means,  being  thrown  iiilo  a 
ferment,  and  there  being  little  ground  ui'  hope  that  the 
Assembly  would  be  called,  it  was  thought  advisable  that  a 
General  Convention  should  be  speedily  held,  to  take  under 
their  consideration  the  state  of  the  ("oloiiy.  Tlie  Governour, 
however,  on  rocei[)t  of  despatches  from  England,  was 
pleased  to  issue  his  Proclamation  for  conveningthe  Gene- 
ral Assembly.  The  design  of  calling  a  Convention  was 
then  laid  aside,  in  hopes  that  matters  might,  in  another 
place,  be  settled  and  adjusted  in  the  usual  mode.  The 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  the  Govcrnour's 
conduct  towards  tlieui,  his  withdrawin;:  (Vum  the  seat  of  his 


Government  and  taking  up  his  residence  on  board  one  of 
His  .Majesty's  ships  of  war;  the  many  obstructions  given 
by  his  Lordship  to  the  business  of  the  Assembly,  and  his 
determined  resolution  to  render  abortive  those  very  mea- 
sures he  had  recommended,  are  faithfully  and  impartially 
submitted  to  the  publick  in  a  pamphlet,  published  by  order 
of  the  House  of  Burgesses. 

"  The  two  other  branches  of  our  IjCgislature,  His  Majes- 
ty's Council  and  the  Burgesses,  finding  that  his  Lordship 
had  resisted  their  joint  and  most  earnest  entreaties,  and  that 
he  was  resolved  not  to  return  to  the  duties  of  his  station, 
adjourned  themselves  to  the  month  of  October  next. 

"The  Governour  still  continuing  on  board  the  man-of-war, 
if  his  former  conduct,  his  repeated  and  horrible  threats,  his 
at  least  connivance  at  the  detention  of  some  of  our  slaves 
on  hoard  the  same  ship,  and  a  too  well  grounded  report  of 
his  having  solicited  Troops  to  be  sent  among  us,  some  of 
which  are  now  arrived,  could  have  left  a  doubt  of  his  hos- 
tile intentions  towards  this  Country;  the  hurrying  his  most 
amiable  lady  and  his  children  across  ihe  Atlantick,  under 
a  frivolous  and  groundless  pretence  of  their  being  in  dan- 
ger amongst  a  people  by  whom  they  are  universally  es- 
teemed and  respected,  holds  out  to  us  an  irrefragable  proof 
of  his  fixed  determination  to  do  this  unhajipy  Country 
every  injury  in  his  power. 

"Under  these  embarrassments, seeing  an  unusual  resort  of 
ships  of  war  and  other  armed  vessels  in  our  harbours,  know- 
ing the  threats  of  one  of  their  commanders;  in  short,  when 
exposed  to  such  accumulated  dangers,  what  could  be  ex- 
pected of  this  Country  ':  That  we  should  sit  supinely  down, 
antl  suffer  the  views  and  machinations  of  an  arbitrary 
relentless  ]Ministry  to  be  carried  into  execution  without 
opposition  or  control  ?  The  justice  due  to  this  community, 
every  motive  to  publick  virtue,  conspire  in  forbidding  it. 
We,  therefore,  deputed  for  this  important  purjiose,  have 
met  in  General  Convention,  and  taken  into  our  most  serious 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony.  Since  our  assem- 
bling, we  have  received  authentick  intelligence  of  the  re- 
morseless fury  with  which  General  Gage  and  his  coadjutors 
are  endeavouring  to  spread  fire,  famine,  and  the  most  horrid 
desolation,  throughout  a  sister  Colon}';  of  their  insidious 
and  cruel  attempts  to  stir  up  the  barbarous  savages  against 
the  inhabitants  on  the  frontiers  of  the  different  Colonies. 
V\'e  have  seen  a  declaration  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
which  proves  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  preparation  for 
our  security,  by  putting  this  whole  Country  into  a  full  state 
of  defence,  both  against  invasions  and  insurrections,  hi 
the  present  imtoward  and  distressful  situation  of  our  affairs, 
and  the  better  to  preserve  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the 
community,  we  are  further  driven  to  the  very  disagreeable 
necessity  of  supplying  the  present  want  of  Government,  by 
appointing  proper  guardians  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
our  Country.  But,  lest  our  views  and  designs  should  be 
misrepresented  or  misunderstood,  we  again,  and  for  all, 
]ud)lickly  and  solemrdy  declare,  before  God  and  the  world, 
that  wc  do  bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  His  Majesty 
George  the  Third,  our  only  lawful  and  rightful  King;  that 
we  will,  so  long  as  it  may  be  in  our  power,  defend  him  and 
his  Government,  as  founded  on  the  laws  and  well  known 
princi|)les  of  the  Constitution  ;  that  we  will,  to  the  utmost 
of  our  i)ower,  preserve  peace  and  good  order  throughout 
the  Country,  and  endeavour,  by  every  honourable  means, 
to  promote  a  restoration  of  that  friendship  and  anuty,  which 
so  long  and  happily  subsisted  between  our  fellow-subjects  in 
Great  Britain  and  the  inhabitants  of  ylmcn'ra;  that  as  on 
the  one  hand  we  are  determined  to  defend  om-  lives  and 
properties,  and  maintain  our  just  rights  and  privileges  at 
every,  even  the  extremest  hazard,  so,  on  the  other,  it  is  our 
fixetl  and  unalterable  resolution  to  disband  such  forces  as 
may  be  raised  in  this  Colony,  whenever  our  dangers  are  re- 
movcnl,  and  America  is  restored  to  that  former  state  of  tran- 
quillity and  happiness,  the  interruption  of  which  is  so  much 
dejjlored  by  us  and  every  friend  to  either  Coimtry. 

"  It  remains  a  bounden  duty  on  us  to  commit  our  cause  to 
the  justice  of  that  Supreme  lieing,  who  ruleth  and  order- 
eth  all  hiunan  events  with  unerring  wisdom,  most  humbly 
beseeching  him  to  take  this  Colony,  and  the  whole  Conti- 
nent, under  his  fatherly  and  divine  protection,  and  that  he 
will  1)0  graciously  pleased  to  soften  the  hearts  of  all  those 
who  niinlltate  evil  against  our  land,  and   inspire  them  with 
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the  purest  sentiments  of  justice,  moderation,  and  brotherly 
aticction. 

"  Ro.  C.  Nicholas,  Prcsid frit  pro  tempore. 

"John  Tazeuei.l,  Clerk  of  the  Convention." 


ORDINANCES    PASSED   BY   THE   CONVENTION. 

1.  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient 

Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony. 

Wliereas  it  is  found  necessary,  in  llie  present  time  of  dan- 
ger, that  a  number  of  Forces  should  be  immediately  raised, 
and  that  the  .Militia  should  be  settled  under  proper  arrange- 
ments, and  be  thoroughly  disciplined,  for  the  better  protec- 
tion and  defence  of  the  Country  against  invasions  and 
insurrections  : 

Be  it  therefore  ordained,  by  the  Delegates  and  Repre- 
Sintatiues  of  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  within 
the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  now  asseiubltd  in 
O'eneral  Convention,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  autho- 
rity of  the  same.  That  tliere  shall  be  forthwith  raiseil,  and 
taken  into  the  pay  of  this  Colony,  from  the  time  of  their 
enlistment,  two  Regiments  complete,  to  consist  of  one  thou- 
sand and  twenty  Privates,  rank  and  file:  five  hundred  and 
forty-four  of  whom  to  be  the  Fii'st  Regiment,  undei'  the  com- 
mand of  a  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  a  Major;  eight 
Captains,  sixteen  Lieutenants,  eight  Ensigns,  twenty-four 
Sergeants,  eight  Drummers,  and  eight  Fifers  ;  and  the  Se- 
cond Regiment  to  consist  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
under  the  command  of  a  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Ma- 
jor, seven  Captains,  fourteen  Lieutenants,  seven  Ensigns, 
twenty-one  Sergeants,  seven  Drummers,  and  seven  Fifers  ; 
to  each  of  which  Regiments  tliere  shall  be  allowed  a  Chap- 
lain, a  Payma-ter,  (who  is  also  to  act  as  Muster- IMaster,) 
an  Adjutant,  Quartermaster,  one  Surgeon,  two  Surgeon's 
^Lites,  and  a  Sergeant-IVLijor. 

And  for  the  better  and  more  orderly  a|>poiiitmeiU  of  the 
OlHcers,  Be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  several  Field- 
Officers  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  ap|3ointed  or  ajiproved 
by  the  General  Convention  of  Delegates;  that  the  Depu- 
ties of  each  District  hereinafter  described,  exce))ling  the 
Counties  of  Accomack  and  Northampton,  shall  appoint  one 
Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  and  one  Ensign,  to  command 
the  Company  of  men  to  be  raised  in  such  District ;  that 
the  Cliajilain  to  each  Regiment  be  appointed  by  the  Field- 
Officers  and  Captains  of  such  Regiment ;  that  the  Ailju- 
tant.  Quartermaster,  and  Sergeaut-Major,  be  appointed  by 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment,  the  Surgeon  by 
the  Fiekl-Officers  and  Captains,  and  the  Surgeon's  Mates 
by  the  Surgeon  himself,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Regiment. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Commanding  Olli- 
cer  of  the  First  Regiment  shall  be  allowed  a  Secretary,  lo 
be  appointed  by  him,  who  shall  be  allowed  four  Shillings  a 
day  for  his  services. 

And  that  the  levy  of  the  Soldiers  may  be  made  general 
throughout  the  Colony,  and  the  better  to  avoid  irregularity 
and  confusion,  Be  if  further  ordained,  That  the  Deputies 
of  each  District,  except  the  Counties  of  Accomack  and 
Northampton,  having  appointed  one  Captain,  two  liieu- 
tenants,  and  one  Ensign,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Officers 
shall  proceed,  with  the  utmost  expedition,  to  enlist  within 
their  respective  Districts  their  several  Companies,  which 
are  to  consist  of  sixty-eight  men  each  ;  but  the  said  OfK- 
cers  shall  not  go  into  any  other  District  to  complete  their 
Company,  imtil  the  Oificers  in  such  other  District  have 
made  up  their  Company,  nor  in  that  case  without  the  per- 
mission, in  writing,  of  the  Committee  of  the  County,  first 
had  and  obtained. 

And  as  well  to  prevent  the  enlistment  of  such  Men  as 
are  unfit  for  service,  as  to  fix  the  rank  of  such  Oflicers,  Be 
it  farther  ordained,  That  the  Deputies  of  each  District 
shall  appoint  one  certain  place  of  rendezvous  within  their 
District,  whither  the  Captain  of  each  Coin|)any,  as  soon 
as  it  is  complete,  shall  resort  with  his  men,  and  shall  give 
immediate  notice  thereof  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Deputies,  who  is  required  forthwith  to  summon 
all  the  Members  of  the  said  Committee,  who,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  being  present,  shall  either  proceed  themselves  to 
review  the  said  Company,  or  ajipoint  any  number  of  their 
Members,  not  under  three,  for  that  ]mrpose  :  and  if  it  shall 
appear  to  such  Coiiiinitiee  of  Deputies  that  the  Company 


is  complete,  of  able  and  proper  men,  and  that  they  have 
been  regularly  enlisted,  according  to  the  terms  and  regula- 
tions prescribed  by  this  Ordinance,  the  said  Deputies  shall 
order  and  direct  the  Captain  immediately  to  march  with 
his  Company  to  the  place  of  general  rendezvous,  hereafter 
to  be  appointed,  and,  morever,  shall  grant  to  the  said  Cap- 
tain a  certificate  of  the  day  when  the  said  Company  first 
appeared  complete,  at  the  particular  place  of  rendezvous 
in  the  District ;  which  certificate  being  produced  to  the 
General  Committee  of  Safety,  the  said  Committee  shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose,  and  shall  cause  the  like  certificates,  from  all  the 
other  District  Committees,  to  be  entered  in  the  same  man- 
ner. And  when  all  such  certificates  shall  be  returned,  the 
same  Committee  of  Safety,  or  the  majority  of  those  pre- 
sent, shall,  and  they  are  iiereby  required,  to  grant  Com- 
missions, under  their  hands,  to  the  OfHcers  of  the  several 
Companies,  according  to  their  several  appointments,  fixing 
their  ranks  of  seniority  and  precedence  according  to  the 
priority  of  the  completion  of  their  several  Companies,  cer- 
tified as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear,  upon  the  exanu- 
nation  of  such  certificates,  that  two  or  more  of  the  Com- 
panies a|)peared  at  the  District  rendezvous  on  the  same 
day,  the  said  Committee  of  Safety  shall,  in  such  case,  de- 
termine the  right  of  seniority  and  precedence  amongst  the 
several  OlHcers,  by  a  fair  and  impartial  ballot. 

And  be  it  farther  ordained,  That  in  case  any  vacancies 
shall  happen,  by  deaths  or  otherwise,  amongst  the  Com- 
missioned OlHcers,  the  same  shall  be  supplied,  from  tijiie 
to  time,  by  regular  succession,  in  course  of  seniority,  in  tiie 
res|)ective  Regiments  and  Companies;  and  in  case  of  a 
defect  of  Oiiicers  to  siqiply  such  succession,  the  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  Regiment  shall  appoint  the  most  proper 
person,  in  his  opinion,  to'  supply  such  vacancy,  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

And  that  the  Companies  may  be  kept  complete  from 
time  to  time.  Be  it  further  ordained.  That  if  vacancies 
should  happen  among  the  private  men,  the  Commanding 
Olficer  of  the  Regiment  shall  supply  the  same  by  new  re- 
cruits, in  the  bejt  and  most  expeditious  manner  he  may  be 
able. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Soldiers  to  be 
raised  shall  be  enlisted  on  the  terms  following,  to  wit :  That 
they  shall  continue  in  the  service  of  the  puldick  so  long  as 
may  be  judged  necessary  by  the  General  Convention,  but 
not  be  compelled  to  continue  more  than  one  year,  provi- 
ded any  Soldier  or  Soldiers  do  give  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cer three  months'  previous  notice,  in  writing,  of  his  or  their 
desire  to  be  discharged  at  the  end  of  such  period  ;  and  if 
it  shall  be  judged  necessary  lo  disband  the  Army  before 
the  expiration  of  twelve  months,  that  each  Soldier  dis- 
charged within  that  time  shall  be  entitj^ed  to,  and  shall  re- 
ceive, six  weeks'  pay  in  advance.  That  the  pay  of  each 
Captain,  Lieutenant,  and  Ensign,  shall  commence  the  days 
of  their  appointment  by  the  District  Committees;  of  the 
Chaplain,  and  all  the  Subaltern  Officers,  on  the  days  of 
their  res|iective  appointments  ;  of  the  common  Soldiers,  on 
the  days  of  their  enlisting  ;  and  that  the  pay  of  the  several 
Field  and  Stafl'Ofiicers  shall  commence  on  the  day  of  their 
being  called  into  duty  by  the  General  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty; and  that  the  several  Recruiting  Othcers  may  advance 
to  each  Soldier,  upon  bis  enlisting,  any  sum  he  may  think 
necessary,  not  exceeding  one  month's  pay. 

Provided  always,  That  no  Recruiting  Officer  shall  be 
allowed  to  enlist  into  the  Service  any  Servant  whatsoever, 
unless  he  be  an  Apprentice,  bound  under  the  Laws  of  this 
Colony,  nor  any  such  Apprentice,  unless  the  consent  of  his 
Master  be  first  had  in  writing. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Soldiers  to  be  en- 
listed shall,  at  the  expense  of  the  publick,  be  furnished 
each  with  one  good  Musket  and  Bayonet,  Cartouch-Box, 
or  Pouch,  and  Canteen  ;  and  until  such  Musket  can  be 
provided,  that  they  bring  with  each  of  them  the  best  Gun, 
of  any  other  sort,  that  can  be  procured  ;  and  that  such  as 
are  to  act  as  Riflemen  bring  with  them  each  one  good  Rifle, 
to  be  approved  by  their  Captain,  for  the  use  of  which  he 
shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  twenty  Shillings  a  year ;  that 
each  common  Soldier,  not  already  sufficiently  provided,  in 
the  opinion  of  his  Commanding  Officer,  shall  be  furnished 
with  sufficient  clothing,  at  the  expense  of  the  publick,  to 
be  deducted  out  of  his  pay. 
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Anrl  he  it  further  ortlaincil,  That  the  Companies  to  be 
raised  in  liie  Uistricls  of  Fiitsylvaiiia,  Fiiiaistle,  Beiljord, 
and  Botetourt,  and  of  Berkley,  Frederick,  Dunmorc,  and 
Hampshire,  Augusta,  Albemarle,  Bucknigham,  and  Am- 
/lerst,  Culpiyper,  Fauquier,  and  Orange,  sliall  consist  of 
expert  Ritlenien,  and  siiail  be,  by  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty, allotted  two  to  each  KeginRnt,  to  be  employed  as  l^iglit- 
Infantry. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  Tli;it  proper  Medicine 
Chests,  and  necessary  Surgeon's  Instruments,  be  provided 
at  the  expense  of  the  publick. 

And  for  the  better  protection  and  defence  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants on  the  Frontiers  of  this  Colony,  Be  it  further  or- 
dained, by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  there  shall  be 
appointed  and  raised,  exclusive  of  the  Regiments  before- 
mentioned,  two  Companies,  consisting  each  ol  one  Cap- 
tain, three  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  two 
Drummers,  and  two  Filers,  and  one  hundred  Men,  rank 
and  file,  to  be  stationed  at  Bittsburgli ;  of  which  the  Com- 
jiany  ordered  by  this  Convention  to  garrison  Fort  Pitt, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  John  Neavill,  shall  be  one; 
also  one  other  Company,  consisting  of  a  Lienlenant  and 
twenty-five  l^rivaies,  to  be  stationed  at  Fort  Fincastic,  at 
the  mouth  of  Wheeling;  the  other  Comi)any,  of  one  hun- 
dred Men,  and  the  twenty-five  Men  to  be  raised  in  West 
Augusta  ;  also  one  other  Company,  consisting  of  one  Cap- 
tain, three  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  two 
Drummers,  and  two  F''ifers,  and  one  hundred  Privates,  to 
be  raised  in  the  County  of  Botetourt,  and  stationed  at 
Poi7ii  Pleasant,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanawha  ;  and 
one  other  Company,  consisting  of  the  same  number  of  Offi- 
cers and  Men  as  the  last,  to  be  raised  in  the  County  of  Fin- 
castle, and  stationed  at  such  Posts  as  may,  from  time  to 
time,  be  ordered  and  directed  by  the  Committee  ol'  that 
County. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Conmiittees  of  the 
District  of  Best  Augusta,  and  of  the  Counties  o(  Botetourt 
and  Fincastle,  shall  appoint  theOflicers  to  the  Men  in  each 
to  be  raised  ;  and  the  several  Companies  last  mentioned 
shall  be  enlisted  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same 
regulations,  as  are  before  prescribed  for  the  Reijimenls, 
except  that  such  Companies  aie  not  to  march  to  the  gene- 
ral rendezvous  which  may  be  appointed  fur  the  said  J{egi- 
inents. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Connnanding  Offi- 
cers to  be  stationed  at  Point  Pleasant  and  Fort  Fincastle 
shall  be  under  the  direction  of,  and  subject  to  such  orders 
as  they  may  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  Command- 
ing Ollicer'at  Fort  Pitt. 

And  for  settling  the  pay  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  to 
be  appointed  and  levied  as  before  directed,  the  same  is 
declared  to  be  as  followeth,  to  wit:  To  a  Colonel,  twenty- 
five  Shillings  per  day  ;  Lieutenant-Colonels,  twelve  Shil- 
lings and  six  Pence  ;  to  a  Major,  ten  Shillings  ;  a  Captain, 
six  Shillinus;  a  Lieutenant,  four  Shillings;  an  Ensign, 
three  Shillings;  Cha|)lain,  ten  Shillings;  an  Adjutant, 
holding  no  other  office,  six  Shillings  ;  if  in  other  office, 
three  Shillings;  to  a  Quartermaster,  holding  or  not  holding 
any  other  ofiice,  the  same  as  to  an  Adjutant ;  to  a  Scrgeant- 
Major,  to  be  a|ipointed  from  amongst  the  most  expc^rt  Ser- 
geants by  the  Commanding  Ollicer  of  the  Regiment,  two 
Shillings  and  six  Pence  ;  to  a  Sergeant,  two  Shillings ;  a 
Corporal,  Diunnnor,  and  Fifer,  each  one  Shilling  and  eight 
Pence;  to  each  I'rivaie  Soldier,  one  Shilling  and  four 
Pence;  to  a  Surgeon,  ten  Shillings;  and  to  a  Surgeon's 
Mate,  five  Shillings  per  day. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  every  Commissioned 
and  StafT  Officer  shall  be  allowed  a  Tent,  and  every  two 
Sergeants  shall  have  the  same  allowance,  and  every  two 
Corporals  the  same  ;  and  that  for  every  six  private  Men 
there  shall  be  provided  a  projier  and  snillcicnt  Tent  ;  and 
that  one  Bell  Tent,  for  each  ('oni[iaiiy,  shall  al?o  be  pro- 
vided at  the  publick  exi)ense. 

And  for  the  greater  encouragement  and  further  promotion 
of  the  service.  Be  it  ordained,  That  if  any  person,  enlisted 
by  virtue  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  he  so  maimed  or  disabled 
as  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  maintaining  himself,  lie  shall, 
upon  bis  discharge,  be  supported  at  the  expense  of  the 
publick. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  Forces  to  be  raised  may  be  well 
and  speedily  supplied  with  Wagons,  Tents,  Bedding,  Arms, 


Accoutrements,  Clothes,  Provisions,  and  all  other  necessa- 
ries. Be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety 
shall,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  appoint  some  fit  per- 
son or  persons  to  provide  Arms  and  Accoutrements, Clothes, 
Wagons,  Tents,  and  Bedding,  upon  the  best  and  cheapest 
terms,  and  also  to  appoint  one  or  more  Commissaries  or 
Contractors,  who  are  hereby  retiuired  to  use  all  [jossible 
des])atch  in  purchasing  such  Provisions  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  the  Army,  and  in  laying  of  the  same  in  such  con 
venient  place  or  places  as  may  best  suit  their  ditierent 
stations  and  marches. 

And  for  the  more  regular  pay  of  the  Army,  the  said 
Committee  of  Safety  shall  ap|)oint  one  or  more  Paymas- 
ters ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  lor  the  said  Commit- 
tee, from  time  to  time,  to  issue  their  \N  arrants  to  the  Trea- 
surer, appointed  by  or  pursuant  to  an  Ordinance  of  this 
Convention,  for  the  paying  the  several  Recruiting  Officers, 
Commissioners,  Commissaries  or  Contractors,  and  Pay- 
masters, by  them  appointed  ;  and  to  all  Expresses,  and 
other  persons  by  them  employed  in  lesser  services,  so  much 
money  as  the  said  Committee  shall  judge  necessary  for 
their  several  purposes,  taking  proper  security  for  the  due 
disbursement  and  application  thereof,  and  making  a  proper 
and  reasonable  allowance  to  the  several  persons  so  to  be 
a|)pointed,  for  their  trouble  and  expenses  in  conducting 
either  branch  of  business  to  him  or  them  assigned.  And 
the  said  Committee  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
displace  and  remove  from  his  office  any  person  so  by  them 
appointed,  either  for  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty.  And 
the  said  Treasurer  is  hereby  required  to  pay  all  such  sums 
as  he  may  be  directed  by  such  W'arraiit,  out  of  the  publick 
money  in  his  hands. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  said  Committee 
of  Safety  shall  have  fiill  power  and  authority,  at  such  times 
and  places  as  they  may  think  convenient  and  necessary,  to 
call  all  persons,  who  may  receive  any  publick  money  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  purposes  of  this  Ordinance,  to  a 
strict  account;  and,  upon  examining  their  accounts,  and 
finding  them  justly  stated,  to  certify  the  same,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, to  give  proper  acquittals  and  discharges. 

And  whereas  it  may  be  necessary,  for  the  publick  secu- 
rity, that  the  Forces  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  Ordinance 
should,  as  occasion  may  require,  be  marched  to  difierent 
parts  of  the  Colony,  and  that  the  Officers  should  be  sub- 
ject to  a  jiroper  control.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  under  such  com- 
mand shall,  in  all  things  not  otherwise  particularly  provided 
for  by  this  Ordinance  and  the  Articles  established  for  their 
regulation,  be  under  the  control  and  subject  to  the  order  of 
the  General  Committee  of  Safety. 

And  whereas  it  is  judged  necessary,  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  the  Country  in  times  of  imminent  danger,  that 
certain  portions  of  the  Militia,  throughout  the  whole  Colo- 
ny, should  be  regularly  enlisted,  under  the  denomination  of 
Minute-Men,  and  more  strictly  trained  to  pro|>er  discipline 
than  hath  been  hitherto  customary,  and,  to  this  end,  that 
the  whole  Colony  should  be  divided  into  proper  and  con- 
venient Districts : 

Be  it  therefore  ordained,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  this  Colony  be  immediately  formed  and  divided  into 
sixteen  Districts,  in  the  follow  ing  manner,  to  wit :  one  Dis- 
trict to  include  the  Counties  of  Accomack  and  Xortham])- 
ton:  one  other,  the  Counties  of  Princess  Anne,  ?sorfolk, 
the  Borough  otWorfolk,  and  the  Counti(;s  o(  yans(  mond 
and  Isle  of  IVight;  one  other,  the  Counties  oi  iiouihanip- 
tun,  Sussex,  Surry,  Brunswick,  Prince  George,  and  Din- 
widdle ;  one  other,  the  Counties  o( Mccklenburgh,  Lunen- 
burgh,  Charlotte,  Iln'ifar,  and  Prince  Edward ;  one  other, 
the  Counties  of  Amelia,  (.'heslerfeld,  and  Cumberland ;  one 
other,  the  C'ounties  of  Henrico,  Hanover,  Goochland,  and 
Ijouisa  ;  one  other,  the  Counties  oi Pittsylvania,  Fincastic, 
fiedford,  and  Botetourt :  one  other,  the  Counties  of  Buck- 
in<xham,  Amherst,  Albemarle,  and  Augusta  ;  one  other,  the 
Counties  of  Elizabeth  City,  Warwick,  Counties  of  Glou- 
cester, Mlddlrscr,  Essex ,  King  and  (:^uecn,  and  King  Wil- 
liam; one  oilier,  the  Counties  oi'  Eancaster,  jS'orthumber- 
land,  IVestmorcland.  and  Richmond ;  one  other,  the  Coun- 
ties of  (Julpepper,  York,  James  City,  the  City  of  IViUiaias- 
burgh,  and  the  Counties  of  Charles  City  and  New- Ken t ; 
one  other,  the  Counties  of  Orange  and  Fauquier;  one  other, 
the  Counties  o(  Caroline,  Sj)Ottsylvania,  King  George,  and 
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StaJonI;  one  other,  the  Counties  of  Prince  William,  Fair-  of  each  particular  County,  City,  or  Borough,  at  the  time 

fax,  and  Loudoun;  and  one  other  District  to  include  the  of  nominating  such  Deputies,  shall  appoint  three  otiiersof 

Counucsot  Berk/ei/,  Frcckrick,  Diinmorc, and  Hampshire;  their  iMcmbcrs  to  supply  the  places  of  such  of  their  Depu- 

and  the  Inhabitants  of  ircst-Aiigusta  are  to  compose  one  ties  as  may  he  prevented  from  attending  the  General  Com- 

^""i^  P'*'"!"^'-  mittee  of  Delegates,  by  sickness,  or  any  other  accident. 

And  be  It  farther  ordained,  That  within  the  District  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Chaplain,  Adju- 
contaming  the  Counties  of  Accomack  and  Northampton,  tant.  Quartermaster,  Surgeon,  and  Sergeant-Major,  shalfbe 
there  shall  be  forthwith  raised  one  Regiment,  consisting  of  appointed  by  the  Fiekl-Oflicers  and  Captains  of  each  Dis- 
six  hundred  and  eighty  men,  from  the  ages  of  sixteen  to  fifty,  trict,  and  the  Surgeon's  Mates  by  the  Surgeon  himself,  with 
to  be  divided  into  ten  Companies,  sixty-eight  each,  rank  the  approbation  of  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Dis- 
and  file,  to  be  under  the  command  of  a  Colonel,  Lieuten-  trict.  The  Surgeon  to  each  Battalfon  is  to  be  previously 
ant-Colonel,  and  Major;  ten  Captains,  twenty  Lieutenants,  engaged,  but  not  paid  except  when  be  is attendin<' the  Bat- 
ten Ensigns,  thirty  Sergeants;  and  each  Company  shall  be  talion,  which  shall  be  as  often  as  they  shall  be  called  to- 
allowed  a  Drumtner  and  Filer,  and  the  said  Regiment  shall  gether  upon  training  duty  or  actual  service  ;  and  the  Sur- 
be  allowed  a  Chaplain,  Adjutant,  Quartermaster,  Surgeon,  geon's  Mates  to  be  in  pay  only  when  the  Battalion  is  called 
two  Surgeon's  Mates,  and  a  Sergeant-Major,  as  hereafter  into  actual  service  ;  and  the  Chaplains  and  Quartermasters 
directed.      ^                          _  are  to  attend  their  respective  Battalions  wherever  they  may 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  within  each  of  the  be  stationed, 
other  Districts  there  shall  be  immediately  enlisted  one  Bat-         And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  several  Officers 

talion,  consisting  of  five  hundred  men,  rank  and  file,  from  appointed  for  that  purpose  shall  immediately  proceed  to 

the  age  ol'  sixteen  to  fifty,  to  be  divided  into  ten  Compa-  enlist  the  Minute-Men  within   their  respective  Counties, 

nies  of  fifty  men  each,  who  are  to  be  under  the  command  City,  or  Borough  ;  and   the  said  Officers  shall  not  go  into 

of  a  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Major;  ten  Captains,  any  other  County,  City,  or  Borough,  to   complete   their 

ten  Lieutenants,  ten  Ensigns,  and  twenty  Sergeants  ;  each  quotas,  until  the  Officers  in  such  other  County,  City,  or 

Company  to  be  allowed   a   Drummer  and   Fifer,  and  the  Borough,  have  completed  their  quotas,  nor,  in  that  case, 

Battalion  to  be  allowed  a  Chaplain,  Adjutant,  Quartermas-  without  the  permission  of  the  Committee  of  such  other 


ter,  Surgeon,  two  Surgeon's  INlates,  and  a  Sergeant-Major, 
as  hereafter  directed. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Colonels,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels, Majors,  Captains,  Lieutenants,  Ensigns, 
and  Commissaries  of  Musters,  for  the  said  Regiment,  and 
the  several  Battalions,  shall  be  appointed  in  the  following 
manner,  to  wit :  The  Committees  of  the  Counties  of  Acco- 
mack and  Northampton  shall  each  appoint  six  of  their 
IMembers  as  Deputies,  to  meet  in  one  General  Conmiittee, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  the  said  County  oi'  Accomack ; 
uhicli  place  shall  be  most  central  and  convenient  for  the 
meeting  of  such  Deputies,  and  notice  thereof  shall  be  given 
by  such  Chairman,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

the  said  County  oi  Northampton,  at  least  ten  days  before  of  their  Members,  not  under  three,'for  that  purpose.  And 
the  time  of  meeting  ;  which  Deputies  having  met,  accord-  if  it  shall  appear  to  such  Committee  that  the  Company  is 
ing  to  such  appointment,  shall  settle  the  numberof  Minute-  complete,  of  able  and  proper  men,  and  that  they  have  been 
Men  to  be  enlisted  in  each  County,  and  shall  proceed  to  regularly  enlisted,  according  to  the  terms  and  regulations 
the  choice  of  the  several  Officers  aforesaid.  And  to  pre-  prescribed  by  this  Convent'ion,  the  said  CommitTee  shall 
vent  inconveniences,  which  may  arise  from  the  Deputies  grant  to  the  Captain  a  certificate  of  the  day  when  the  said 
so  to  be  appointed  not  being  able  to  attend,  the  Committee  Company  first  appeared  complete,  at  the  particular  place 
of  each  County  shall  appoint  six  others  of  their  Members  of  rendezvous  in  the  County,  City,  or  Borough;  which 
to  supply  the  places  of  such  as  are  first  named,  and  whose     certificate  being  produced  to  the  General  Committee  of 


County,  City,  or  Borough,  in  writing,  first  had   and  ob- 
tained. 

And  as  well  to  prevent  the  enlistment  of  such  men  as 
are  unfit  for  service,  as  to  fix  the  ranks  of  the  Officers  of 
the  several  Companies,  Be  it  further  ordained.  That  the 
Committee  of  each  County,  City,  and  Borough,  shall  ap- 
point one  certain  place  of  rendezvous  within  their  County, 
City,  or  Borough,  whither  the  Captain  and  other  Officers 
of  each  Company,  as  soon  as  the  same  is  complete,  shall 
resort  with  their  men,  and  give  immediate  notice  thereof  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  who  is  required  to  sum- 
mon all  the  Members  of  the  said  Committee,  who,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  being  present,  shall  either  proceed  them- 
selves to  review  the  said  Company,  or  appoint  any  number 


attendance  at  the  General  Committee  may  be  prevented 
by  sickness  or  any  other  accidents. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Committees  of  the 
several  Counties  of  Elizabeth  City,  JVaneick,  York,  James 
City,  Charles  City,  and  New-Kent,  shall  in  like  manner 


Safety,  the  said  Committee  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  shall 
cause  the  like  certificate  from  the  other  Counties,  City,  or 
Borough  Committees,  to  be  entered  in  the  same  manner. 
And  when  all  such  certificates  shall  be  returned,  the  said 


appoint  four  of  their  Members,  and  the  Committt-e  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  a  majority  of  those  present,  shall, 

City  of  WiUiamsburgh  two  of  their  jMembers,  as  Deputies  and  they  are  hereby  required,  to  grant  commissions  under 

to  meet  in  the  General  Committee  for  their  District ;  that  their  hands  to  the  Officers  of  the  several  Companies,  ac- 

the  Committees  of  the  several  Counuea  of  Princess  Anne,  cording  to  their  several  appointments,  fixing  their  rank  of 

Norfolk,  Nansemond,  and  the  Me  of  Jl'ight,  shall  in  like  seniority  and  precedence  according  to  the  priority  of  the 

manner  appoint  four  of  their  Members,  and  the  Committee  completion  of  their  Companies,  certified  as  aforesaid  ;  and 

of  the  Borough  of  Norfolk  two  of  their  Members,  to  meet  if  it  shall  appear,  upon    examination  of  such  certificate, 

in  one  General  Committee  for  that  District ;  and  that  the  that  two  or  more  of  such  Companies  appeared  complete  at 

Committees  of  the   several   other  Counties  shall,  in  like  the  rendezvous  of  the  County,  City,  or  Borough,  on  the 

manner,  appoint  three  of  their  Members  as   Deputies  to  same  day,  the  said  Committee  of  Safety  shall,  in  such  case, 

meet  in  one  General  Committee  for  their  respective  Dis-  determine  the  right  of  seniority  and  precedence  by  a  fair 


tricts  ;  which  respective  Committee  of  Deputies  shall  meet 
at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  the  County  fiist  named  in  such 
District ;  the  place  to  be  most  central  and  convenient,  and 


and  impartial  ballot. 

And  for  settling  the  rank  of  the  Field-Officers,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Delegates  in  each  District  shall  certify  the  day 
when  the  Battalion  in  each  District  appeared  completely 


ten  days'  notice  at  least  of  the  time  and  place  to  be  given     embodied  ;  and  the  Committee  of  Safety,  upon  receipt  of 

by  such  Chairman  to  the  Chairman  of  the  several  Com-     such   certificate,  shall  grant  Commissions  to  and  fix  the 

'   ""  '  ■•..--         y^^\^^  of  such  Officers,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  directed 


nnttees  ol  the  Counties  and  Corporations  within  the  Dis- 
trict. And  the  Committee  of  De|)uties,  having  so  met, 
shall  settle  the  number  of  3Iinute-Men  to  be  enlisted  in 
each  particular  County,  City,  or  Borough,  and  shall  appoint 
the  same  Officers  as  are  directed  for  the  District  of  Acco- 
mack and  Northampton,  having  regard  to  the  difference  of 
numbers,  as  before  directed. 

And  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  which  may  arise  fiom 
the  inability  of  any  of  the  Deputies  to  attend  the  Genera 


in  respect  to  other  Officers. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  each  Minute-Man  so 
to  be  enlisted  shall  be  furnished  with  proper  Arms  at  pub- 
lick  ex|iense,  and  until  such  can  be  provided  shall  bring 
into  service  the  best  Gun  that  he  can  procure  ;  and  for 
every  c;ood  Rifle,  to  be  approved  by  the  respective  Cap- 
tains, there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  owner  making  use  of 
the  same  at  the  rate  of  twenty  Shillings  a  year;  and  more- 


Committee,  Beit  further  ordained,  That  the  Committees     over,  there  shall  be  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  pub- 
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lick,   for  every  Minute-Man   not  already   furnislied,  one 
Hunting-Shirt  and  pair  of  Lei,'nins. 

And  it  is  hereby  orJnintd,  Thai  a  Tent  for  every  Com- 
mi-^sioned  and  SiatF-Oliicer,  one  for  every  two  Sergeants, 
one  for  a  Uruniiner  and  Fifer,  one  Bell  Tent  lor  every 
Company,  and  one  for  every  six  Men,siiail  be  provided  at 
the  expense  of  tiie  pubh(-i<. 

And  be  it  farther  ordained,  That  tiie  Minute-Men  in 
each  respective  Uislrict,  so  soon  as  they  are  enlisted  and 
approved,  as  before  directed,  shall  be  embodied  and  form- 
ed into  srparate  Battalions,  and  shall  be  kept  in  training 
under  their  Adjutant  for  twenty  successive  days,  at  such 
convenient  place  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Deputies  in  each  District ;  and,  after  performing 
such  battalion  duty,  the  several  Companies  of  each  Batta- 
lion shall  in  their  respective  Counties  be  mustered,  and 
continue  to  exercise  four  successive  days  in  each  month, 
except  Deccmf.er,  Januanj,  and  February,  at  such  times 
and  places  as  shall  be  api>ointed  by  their  res))ective  Cap- 
tains, care  being  taken  that  such  appointments  do  not  in- 
terfere with  battalion  duty. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  in  order  to  render 
them  the  more  skilful  and  expert  in  military  e\-errise  and 
discipline,  the  several  Companies  of  Minute-Men  shall 
twice  in  every  year,  after  the  exercise  of  the  twenty  days, 
be  again  embodied,  and  formed  again  into  distinct  Batta- 
lions°vvithin  their  Districts,  and  shall  at  each  meeting  con- 
tinue in  regular  service  and  training  for  twelve  successive 
days,  at  such  convenient  places  within  each  District  as 
shall  be  appointed  by  each  Committee  of  Deputies,  and 
at  the  stated  times  following,  to  wit :  The  District  of  Prin- 
cess Anne,  &,c.,  to  begin  the  first  day  of  May,  and  the  fif- 
teenth o(  October ;  that  of  Elizabeth  City,  &c.,  on  the 
f)urth  day  o(  May,  and  the  twentieth  of  October;  that  of 
.Southampton,  &LC.,  on  the  fourlli  day  of  May,  and  twen- 
tieth of  October;  that  of  Mecklenburgh,  Sic,  on  the  sixth 
day  of  May,  and  twenty-second  of  October;  that  of  Ame- 
lia, !k.c..,  OB  the  tenth  day  ol'  May,  and  twenty-fourth  of 
October;  that  of  Henrico,  &,c.,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May, 
and  twenty-sixth  of  October ;  tliat  of  Buckinghnm,  k.c., 
on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  and  twenty-sixth  of  October; 
that  of  Pittsylvania,  &ic.,  on  the  twenlieth  day  of  May, 
and  thirtieth  of  October;  which  are  to  be  considered  as 
forming  the  General  Southern  Dislrirt. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  Tliat  the  several  Districts 
containing  the  Counties  of  Accomack,  (iloucester,  Lancas- 
ter, Caroline,  Culpepper,  Prince  IVilliam,  Beikley,  and 
(Vest- Augusta,  shall  meet  in  Battalion  on  the  same  days 
beforenienlioned,  beginning  with  Accomack,  and  proceed- 
ing in  regular  oriler,  as  herein  arranged  ;  w  hich  last  men- 
tioned Districts  are  to  be  considered  as  forming  the  Gen- 
eral Northern  District. 

Provided,  always.  That  if  either  of  the  days  beforemcn- 
lioned  should  happen  to  be  on  a  Sunday,  the  time  of  be- 
ginning the  exercise  shall  be  on  the  day  succeeding. 

And  he  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Oflicers  and 
Minute-Men  shall  be  allowed  one  day's  pay  for  every 
twjnty  miles  travelling  to  the  place  appointed  for  the  gen- 
eral rendezvous  of  the  several  Battalions,  and  the  same 
for  returning  home  ;  and  moreover,  six  Pence  per  day  in 
lieu  of  provisions.  And  the  several  Battalions,  wliilst 
they  conlinue  on  duty,  shall  be  furnished  with  proper  and 
necessary  provisions,  to  be  provided  by  a  Commissary  or 
Contractor,  to  be  appointed  in  each  District  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Deputies,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  provide 
necessaries  for  the  Battalion  of  his  District,  or  any  detach- 
ment therefrom  in  their  march,  in  case  they  should  be 
culled  to  service  in  any  other  part  of  the  Counti)  ;  and 
the  Officers  and  Minute-Men  in  the  several  Companies  ol 
each  Battalion  shall  be  also  allowed  six  Pence  per  day 
each,  besides  their  pay,  for  the  four  days  they  shall  exer- 
cise in  their  respective  Counties,  in  lieu  of  provisions. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  every  Officer  of  Min- 
ute-Men who  shall  absent  himself  either  from  battalion  duty 
or  the  private  musters  in  their  Counties,  without  suflicient 
excuse,  to  be  judged  of  and  allowed  by  a  Court-Martial, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  following  fines,  to  wit :  The  Colonel, 
for  every  day's  absence  from  battalion  duty,  thirty  Shillings; 
the  I,ieuten,mt-Colonel,  twenty-f^vo  Shillings  ; 'the  Major, 
twenty  Shillings;  a  Captain,  twelve  Shillingsl  a  Lieutenant, 
eight  Shillings;  an  Ensign  six  Shillings;  a  Sergeant,  five 


Shillings;  a  Corporal,  Drummer,  and  Fifer,  four  Shillings; 
and  each  private  Minute-Man,  three  Shillings  ;  an  Adjutant, 
twenty  Shillings;  a  Quartermaster,  twelve  Shillings;  and 
a  Sergeant-Major,  six  Shillings.  And  for  non-attendance  at 
jirivate  musters,  without  a  sufficient  excuse,  to  be  allowed 
as  aforesaid,  the  Officers  and  Minute-Men  shall,  for  every 
day's  absence,  be  subject  to  tlie  following  fines,  to  wit :  A. 
Captain,  twelve  Shillings;  a  Lieutenant,  einhl  Shillings; 
an  Ensign,  six  Shillings  ;  a  Sergeant,  five  Shillings ;  a  Cor- 
poral, Drummer,  and  Filer,  four  Shillings;  and  each  pri- 
vate Minute-Man,  three  Shillings.  The  several  fines  above- 
mentioned  to  be  imposed  by  a  Court-Marlial,  to  consist  of 
the  Field-Oflicers  and  Captains  of  the  District,  or  any 
sc\en  of  them,  whereof  a  Field-Officer  shall  be  one,  and 
deducted  out  of  the  pay  of  the  delinquent,  if  so  much 
shall  be  due  to  him  ;  if  not,  to  be  levied  on  his  estate,  in 
manner  as  directed  for  fines  imposed  on  the  .Militia.  And 
if  any  Officer  or  Soldier,  during  the  time  of  his  attendance 
on  training  duty,  in  Battalion  or  Com|ianies,  as  herein 
directed,  shall  refuse  to  obey  the  commands  of  his  supe- 
riour  Officer,  or  behave  himself  mutinously  or  refractorily, 
or  shall  in  any  other  manner  transgress  the  rules  of  good 
order  and  decency,  every  such  ofi'ender  shall  or  may  be 
confined  for  any  time  not  exceeding  twenty-four  hours,  or 
fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  month's  pay,  as  shall 
be  determined  by  the  judgment  of  a  Court-Alartial,  to  be 
held  as  aforesaid;  the  fines  to  be  deducted  or  levied,  as 
before  directed. 

Provided,  always.  That  the  Commanding  Officer  or  Cap- 
tain of  any  Company  may,  when  occasion  shall  require, 
give  leave  of  absence  lo  any  inliniour  Officer  or  .Minute- 
Man  ;  but  they  shall  not  be  entitled  to  pay  during  such 
absence. 

And  as  well  for  the  ease  of  the  Minute-Men,  as  that 
they  may  be  returned  in  regular  rotation  to  the  bodies  of 
their  respective  Militias,  Be  it  further  ordained,  That  afier 
serving  twelve  months,  sixteen  Minute-Men  shall  be  dis- 
charged from  each  Company  by  the  Commanding  Ofiicer 
or  Captain  of  the  Company,  and  the  like  number  at  the 
end  of  every  year,  beginning  with  those  who  stand  first  on 
the  roll,  and  who  were  first  enlisted  ;  and  if  those  who 
stand  first  should  choose  to  continue  in  the  service,  taking 
the  next  in  succession  desirous  of  being  discharged,  and  so 
from  time  lo  time  proceeding  in  regular  progression. 

Provided,  That  the  Officer  shall  not  have  it  in  his  op- 
tion lo  discharge  a  less  number  than  sixteen  in  every  year, 
whose  places  shall  be  supplied  by  new  enlistments,  to  be 
taken  in  the  maimer  first  directed. 

And  for  the  more  regular  pay  of  the  Battalions,  lie  it 
further  ordained.  That  one  Paymaster  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  each  of  the  sixteen  Dis- 
tricts:  and  the  pay  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers,  when  on 
duty  in  their  Counties,  or  in  Battalion,  or  when  drawn  out 
into  aelnil  ';er\iee,  sli;ill  bo  as  followeth,  to  wit:  To  a 
C.iloiiel.  lilieeii  Shilhiius  per  day ;  a  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
twelve  Shillings  and  six  Pence;  a  Major,  ten  Shillings;  a 
Captain,  six  Shillings;  a  Lieutenant,  four  Shillings;  an 
F.nsign,  three  Shillings;  a  Sergeant,  two  Shillings;  Cor- 
poral, Drummer,  and  Fifer,  each  one  Shilling  and  eight 
I'ence  ;  and  a  private  man,  one  Shilling  and  four  Pence 
per  dav;  a  Chaplain,  ten  Shillings  per  day;  a  Surgeon, 
when  the  Battalion  is  in  training  duty,  or  actual  service, 
ten  Shillings  per  day;  a  Surgeon's  Mate,  five  Shillings; 
an  Adjutant,  holding  no  other  ofiicc,  six  Shillings;  if  in 
other  office,  three  Shillings;  a  Quartermaster  to  be  ap- 
pointed, and  allowed  the  same  as  an  Adjutant ;  a  Commis- 
sary of  Musters  to  each  Battalion,  appointed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Deputies,  ten  Shillings  per  day  for  each  day  of 
his  attending  the  Battalion,  or  separHte  Companies;  and 
to  a  Sergeaiit-Major,  to  be  chosen  by  the  Commanding 
Officer  out  of  the  most  expert  Sergeants,  two  Shillings  and 
six  Pence  |)er  day. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  pay  of  the  sev- 
eral Officers  and  .Minute-Men  in  each  District  shall  com- 
mence from  the  completion  of  their  respective  Battalions, 
and  their  meetin;,'  at  the  general  rendezvous  to  be  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  exercise  to  be 
performed  llirouL;liout  the  several  Battalions  and  C.ompa- 
nies  shall  be  that  recommended  bv  His  Majesty  in  the  year 
1761. 
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And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed liy  the  General  Convention  one  Adjutant-General 
to  the  Regular  Forces,  who  shall  rank  as  youngest  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ;  whose  business  it  moreover  shall  be,  once 
hi  twelve  months,  to  visit  the  several  particular  Districts 
arranged  as  aforesaid  in  the  two  general  Southern  and 
JN'orthern  Districts,  to  superintend  the  conduct  of  the  dif- 
ferent Adjutants,  and  see  that  they  do  their  duty  in  their 
several  departments,  and  also  to  take  particular  care  that 
there  is  a  due  conformity  in  their  exercise  and  evolutions, 
so  that  when  the  ditferent  Battalions  join  in  Brigades  there 
may  be  no  mistake  nor  confusion.  Of  all  which,  the 
Adjutant-General  shall,  once  in  every  year,  make  a  full 
report  to  this  Convention,  and  for  his  trouble  and  expenses 
in  travelling  he  shall  be  allowed  luelve  Shillings  and  six 
Pence  per  day. 

Arul  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  several  Volun- 
teer Companies  raised  in  pursuance  of  the  Resolutions  of 
a  former  Convention,  shall  be  disbanded  as  soon  as  the 
Battalions  in  the  several  Districts  where  the  said  Volunteer 
Companies  respectively  reside  are  fully  and  completely 
embodied. 

FrovideJ,  That  any  Officer  or  Volunteer  of  the  said 
Companies  may  be,  if  approved,  appointed  to  any  oflice  in 
the  Companies  or  Battalion  of  IMinute-Men,  or  enlist  as 
private  Minute-Men  in  such  Companies. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Regulars,  or  any  Battalion,  where  occasion 
reijuires,  shall  grant  one  or  more  Warrants  for  impressing 
any  Carts,  Wagons,  Horses,  Boats,  or  other  necessaries 
which  may  be  requisite,  from  time  to  time,  for  publick  ser- 
vice ;  and  the  person  receiving  such  Warrant  shall  cause 
every  article  so  impressed  to  be  fairly  appraised  by  two 
different  Freeholders,  who  are  most  convenient  to  the  place 
of  impressment,  to  be  chosen  by  him  and  the  owner  of 
such  article,  his  Steward,  or  Overseer;  and  in  case  the 
two  appraisers  so  chosen  should  disagree,  they  shall  choose 
an  umpire;  which  appraisers  and  umpire  shall  first  take 
an  oath,  to  be  administered  by  the  Ollicer  ordering  such 
impress,  or  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  County,  that 
they  will  make  a  true  and  just  appraisement ;  and  the 
\aluation  or  hire  of  such  article  or  articles  so  impressed 
shall  be  paid  by  the  publick,  as  justice  may  require.  And, 
moreover,  the  Coiumanding  Officer  of  the  Regulars,  or 
Battalions,  shall  have  power  to  issue  his  Warrant  for  im- 
pressing any  Aitlficers  that  may  be  judged  necessary  for 
the  publick  service  ;  and  if  their  wages  camiot  be  agreed 
on,  the  same  shall  be  settled  in  the  manner  last  mentioned. 

And  whereas  the  Counties  of  Accomack  and  Northamp- 
ton, from  their  particular  situation,  are  exposed  to  many 
clangers.  Be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Committee  of 
Deputies,  if  they  judge  it  necessary,  may  keep  two  of  the 
Companies  to  be  raised  in  their  District  in  constant  train- 
ing, at  the  expense  of  the  publick,  in  the  same  manner  as 
directed  for  the  Regulars. 

And  be  it  farther  ordained,  That  the  Field-Officers 
and  Captains  of  the  Regular  Forces,  in  case  of  any  inva- 
sion or  insurrection  in  any  quarter  where  they  may  be  sta- 
tioned, shall  immediately  give  notice  to  the  Captains  or 
their  superiour  Ofiicers  of  the  SMinute-iMen  residing  in  the 
next  adjacent  County,  w  ho  shall,  with  all  exjiedition,  march 
the  men  under  their  command  to  the  place  of  danger;  and 
such  Officers,  not  being  the  first  in  command  in  the  Dis- 
trict, shall  innnediately  give  notice  to  the  Commander-in- 
(.'hief  of  the  Districts,  that  the}'  may  judge  what  is  further 
necessary  to  be  done.  And,  moreover,  the  Field-Officers 
and  Captains  of  the  Regiments,  at  the  time  of  their  sum- 
moning in  the  Minute-Men,  shall  inuiiediately  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  President  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  who 
is  hereby  required,  without  loss  of  time,  to  summon  the 
said  Committee,  that  they  may  give  such  further  necessary 
orders  and  instructions  as  the  exigency  of  aflliirs  may  re- 
quire. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  every  Ofiicer  of  the 
I\Iinnte-!\len  receiung  notice  from  any  other  Ofiicer  of  the 
Minute-Men,  in  any  other  County  than  that  wherein  the 
Regular  Forces  are  stationed,  of  any  invasion  or  insurrec- 
tion, shall  forthwith  raise  the  men  under  his  command,  and 
send  intelligence  to  the  Commanding  Ofiicer  of  the  Minute- 
Men  of  that  County,  and  also  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
tlie  Militia,  or,  being  himself  Comnjanding  Ofllcer  of  the 


Minute-Men  of  that  County,  shall  immediately  raise  the  men 
under  his  couimand,  and  proceed  to  oppose  the  enemy, 
taking  care  to  despatch  intelligence  to  the  Connnanding 
Olficer  of  the  District,  and  also  to  the  Ofiicer  of  the  Minute- 
Men  in  the  next  adjacent  County,  who  is  to  proceed  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  Ofiicer  first  receiving  such  intelligence 
is  directed  to  do.  But  the  several  Officers  of  the  Minute- 
Men  thus  to  be  raised  shall  be  subject  to  such  further  di- 
rections and  instructions  as  shall  be  given  them  either  by 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  a  Council  of  Field-Officers 
and  Captains,  to  be  held  for  that  purpose.  And  the  Com- 
manding Ofiicer  of  the  Militia  receiving  such  intelligence 
shall  immediately  summon  a  Council  of  his  Field-Officers 
and  Captains,  to  consider  and  determine  whether  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  march  his  Militia,  or  what  part  thereof,  to  the 
place  of  danger,  and  act  according  to  their  decision  ;  giving 
immediate  notice,  if  the  importance  of  the  case,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  said  Council  of  War,  shall  require  it,  to 
the  General  Committee  of  Safety,  whose  orders  and  direc- 
tions the  said  Commanding  Ofiicer  and  his  Militia  are  here- 
by directed  to  obey. 

And  for  settling  the  proper  rank  amongst  the  Ofiicers,  as 
well  of  the  Regulars  as  of  the  Minute-Men  and  Militia, 
whenever  they  are  joined  in  actual  service.  Be  it  further 
ordained,  That  in  such  case  the  several  Ofiicers  of  the 
Regulars  shall  take  rank  of  the  Minute-Men  of  the  same 
rank,  and  the  Ofiicers  of  the  Minute-Men  shall  take  rank 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  of  the  same  rank;  but  the 
Minute-Men  shall  not  be  under  the  command  of  the  Mi- 
litia Ofiicers,  nor  the  IMilitia  under  the  command  of  the 
Minute-Officers,  unless  drawn  out  upon  duty  together. 

Provided,  That  when  the  Coimty  Lieutenant  is  called 
out  with  his  Militia,  injunction  with  the  Regulars  or  Min- 
ute-Men, he  shall  rank  as  a  Colonel ;  and  the  Colonels, 
if  their  County  Lieutenants  be  present,  shall  rank  as  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels only;  and  the  Lieutenant-Colonels  as  Ma- 
jors, in  case  of  the  presence  of  their  County  Lieutenant 
and  Colonel. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  every  Ofiicer  or  Mi- 
litia-Man, and  every  Officer  and  Minute-Man,  who  shall 
refuse  or  unreasonably  delay  conforming  to  the  above  di- 
rections, in  eveiy  particular,  shall,  for  every  refusal  or 
delay,  forfeit  and  pay  the  several  sums  following,  to  wif 
Every  Lieutenant  of  a  County  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
Pounds,  every  Colonel  two  hundred  Pounds,  every  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel (either  of  the  Minute-Men  or  Militia)  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds,  every  Major  of  the  Minute- 
Men  or  Militia  the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  every 
Captain  the  sum  of  seventy -five  Pounds,  every  Lieutenant 
the  sum  of  fifty  Pounds,  every  Ensign  the  sum  of  ten 
Pounds,  every  Sergeant  and  Corporal  the  sum  of  five 
Pounds  ;  and  every  Soldier  or  Minute-Man  failing  to  ap- 
pear, and  not  bringing  with  him  his  Arms,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  five  Pounds.  Every  delinquency  of  Ofiicers 
in  the  above  respects  to  be  judged  of,  and  the  said  fines  to 
be  imposed,  by  a  General  Court-Martial ;  and  if  any  Officer 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  said  fine  within  one  month, 
he  shall  be  cashiered,  and  moreover  be  liable  to  a  stoppage 
of  his  pay  towards  discharging  the  said  fine. 

Provided,  That  if  any  Ofiicer  shall  think  himself  ag- 
grieved by  the  sentence  of  such  Court-Martial,  he  may 
appeal  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  whose  judgment  shall 
be  final  ;  and  every  private  Soldier  or  Jlinute-Man  refusing 
or  neglecting  to  pay  the  same,  or  to  give  security  to  pay 
the  same  in  one  month  after  conviction,  shall  be  subject  to 
such  corporal  punishment  as  may  be  inflicted  by  a  Coiut- 
Martial,  not  extending  to  life  or  member. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  shall  have  power,  as  occasion  may  require,  to  ap- 
point one  Brigade-Major,  to  be  approved  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety;  and  such  Brigade-Major  shall  be  allowed 
six  Shillings  for  every  day  he  is  employed  on  duty. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Committee  of 
Safety  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  provide 
proper  winter  quarteis  for  the  Regular  Soldiers  and  Min- 
ute-Men, when  called  into  actual  service,  as  they  may  see 
occasion,  and  issue  their  warrants  from  time  to  time  for  the 
payment  of  the  same. 

And  whereas,  by  the  expiration  of  several  of  our  Militia 
Laws  and  the  Act  of  our  General  Assembly  making  pro- 
vision against   invasions  and   insurrections,  which   there  is 
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Utile  prospect  of  havinc  revived  in  any  reasonable  time,  it  sure  of  a  Court-Martial,  who  slialj,  if  they  see  cause,  cer- 

is  iudtred  necessary    in  the  present  time  of  danger,  that  tify  such  misbehaviour  to  the  Commitiee  of  the  County, 

the  remainder  of  the  Militia  not  included  in  the  Minute-  City,  or  Borough,  by  whom  such  Officer  was  nominated, 

Men  should  be  armed,  accoutred,  trained,  and  disciplined,  who  shall  iiave  full  power  to  displace  or  remove  such  OlH- 

"    '     "'                ■"  '     "" —   '  ■"  — *    ■''  they  shall  judge  it  expedient  lor  the 

at  any  Gen- 
Colony  there  shall  be  a  County  Liieutenant,  erai  or  mvaie  muster,  reiuse  lo  ooey  me  command  of  his 
Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Major,  to  be  commis-  Officer,  or  shall  behave  himself  refractorily  and  mutinously, 
sioned  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  upon  the  nomination  or  misbehave  himself  at  a  Court-iNIartial,  it  shall  and  may 
of  the  Conmiittees  of  the  respective  Counties;  that  all  be  lawful  for  the  Commancfing  Officer  then  present  to 
free  male  persons,  hired  servants,  and  apprentices,  above  cause  such  offender  to  be  lied  neck  and  heels,  fur  any  time 
the  age  of  sixteen  and  under  fifty  years,  except  such  as  not  exceedini;  five  minutes. 


Men  should  be  armed,  accoutred,  tramecl,  anU  discipluied,  wno  snau  nave  mn  power  to  cnspiace  or  remov 

in  the  best  manner  the  circumstances  of  the  Country  will  cer  from  his  post   if  they  shall  judge  it  expe( 

admit  of  Be  it  then/ore  ordained,  That  in  each  County  good  of  the  pubhck  ;  and  if  any  Soldier  shall, 

within  this  Colony  there  shall  be  a  County  Lieutenant,  era!  or  Private  Muster,  refuse  to  obey  the  com 


are  Hereafter  excepted,  shall  be  enlisted  into  the  Militia  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  County,  and  formed  into 
Companies  of  not  less  than  thirty-two  nor  more  than  six- 
ty-eight, rank  and  file,  to  be  placed  under  one  Captain, 
one  Lieutenant,  and  one  Ensign,  all  of  whom  siiall  be  com- 
missioned by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  upon  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  Committees  of  the  Counties  as  aforesaid.  And 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  each  County  shall,  within 
three  months  after  passing  this  Ordinance,  deliver  to  each 
Captain  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  men  appointed  for  his 
Company;  and  every  Captain  receiving  such  list  shall 
suminon  his  Company  to  meet  within  a  fortnight,  at  such 
convenient  time  and  place  as  he  may  appoint,  in  order  to 
lay  a  proper  foundation  for  training  and  disciplining  them 
in  the  most  effectual  manner. 


And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  every  Captain,  or  m 
his  absence  the  next  Commissioned  Officer,  shall  make  re- 
turn of  all  delinquencies  in  his  Company,  either  at  General 
or  Trivate  Musters,  to  the  next  Court-Martial;  and  the 
belter  to  enable  him  so  to  do,  the  senior  Sergeant,  being 
first  sworn  by  a  Magistrate,  shall  act  as  Clerk,  and  call 
over  the  Roll  at  each  Muster.  And  the  Lieutenant,  or 
other  chief  Oflicer  of  ihe  Militia,  shall  and  may  order  the 
other  Oflicers  and  Soldiers  under  him  to  go  armed  to  their 
Parish  Churches  on  ^Sundays,  and  to  any  licensed  Meeting- 
Houses,  whenever  he  judges  it  necessary. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  Field-Officers  and  Captains  of  every  Coun- 
ty, or  the  major  part  of  them,  whereof  a  Field-Officer  shall 
be  one,  and  they  are  hereby  reijuired  to  meet  at  the  Couit- 


Frovidtd,  That  the  Members  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  Houses  of  their  resjieclive  Counties  the  day  next  following 
and  the  Committee  of  Safety,  the  President  of  the  Con-  the  General  Muster  in  the  months  oi  April  and  October,  in 
vention,  Treasurer,  Attorney-General,  Auditor,  Clerk  of  every  year,  if  fair,  if  not,  tiie  next  fair  day,  tiien  and  there  to 
the  Council,  Clerk  of  the  Secretary's  Office,  Clerk  of  the  bold  a  Court-Martial ;  which  Court  shall  have  power  to  ad- 
General  Convention,  and  Clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Safe-  journ  from  day  lo  day,  and  to  inrjuire  of  the  age  and  abilities 
ty,  (each  of  which  Exempts  furnishing  a  stand  of  Arms  for  of  all  persons  enlisted,  and  exempt  such  as  they  shall  adjudge 
a  Soldier,)  all  Clergymen  and  dissenting  Ministers,  the  incapable  of  service,  and  of  all  delinciuents  returned  by  the 
President,  Professors,  Students,  and  Scholais  of  William  Captains  for  absence  from  iMusiers,  or  appearing  without 
and  Mary  College,  the  Keeper  of  the  publick  Jail,  all  Arms,  Powder,  or  Ball.  And  the  said  Court,  the  belter 
Overseers  of  four  tithables  residing  on  a  Plantation,  and  to  conduct  the  business  before  them,  shall  and  may  appoint 
all  Millers,  and  persons  concerned  in  Iron  Works,  shall  be  a  Clerk,  lo  whom  the  President  of  the  Court  shall  admin- 
exempted  from  such  enlistment.  isler  an  oath,  well  and  faithfully  to  perform  the  duties  of 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  if  any  Commander-  his  office  ;  and  the  said  Court  shall  allow  such  Clerk,  so 
in-Chief  of  any  County  shall  fail  to  do  his  duty  as  above  appointed,  such  salary  as  iliey  may  judge  his  services  en- 
directed,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  hundred  title  him  to.  And  every  County  Lieutenant,  or  the  next 
Pounds.  officer  in  command,  if  llie  Lieutenant  should  be  absent  on 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  every  Militia-Man  so  necessary  business,  failing  to  appoint  a  General  Muster,  as 
to  be  enlisted  shall  furnish  himself  with  a  good  RiHe,  if  to  before  directed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  Pounds; 
be  had,  or  otherwise  with  a  Tomahawk,  common  Firelock,  and  every  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  or  Major,  failing 
Bavonel,  Pouch,  or  Cartouch-Box,  three  charges  of  Pow-  lo  appear  with  their  proper  Arms  at  any  General  Mus- 
der  and  Ball,  and  appear  with  the  same  at  the  place  ap-  ter,  siiall  forfeit  and  pay  ten  Pounds ;  and  every  Cap- 
pointed  for  mustering,  and  shall  constantly  keep  by  him  tain  failing  to  muster  and  exercise  his  Company  once  in 
one  pound  of  Powder  and  four  pounds  of  Ball,  to  be  pro-  every  fortnight,  except  as  before  excepted,  shall  forfeit 
duced  whenever  called  for  by  his  Commanding  Officer.  and  pay  forty  Shillings  for  every  neglect ;  and  failing  to 

Provided,  always,  That  no  person  shall  be  subject  to  appear  at  any  General  IMuster,  shall  forfeit  and   pay  fifty 

the  penalties  hereby  inflicted,  for  the  not  providing  or  pro-  Shillings  ;  every  Lieutenant  failing  to  appear  at  any  Muster, 

ducing  the  quantity  of  Powder  required,  who  shall  make  twenty  Shillings;  and  every  Ensign,  for  the  like  failure, 

it  appear  to  the  Court-Martial  that  he  has  used  his  best  the  sum  of  twenty  Shillings;  and  every  Soldier  not  ap- 


endeavours  to  procure  such  Powder,  and  hath  not  been 
able  so  to  do;  also,  that  if  it  be  certified  by  a  Court-^Iar- 
tial  that  any  Soldier  enlisted  is  so  poor  as  not  to  be  able  to 
purchase  the  Arms  as  aforesaid,  then  such  Arms  shall,  by 
order  of  the  Committee  of  the  County,  be  procured  so 
soon  as  may  be,  at  the  expense  of  the  publick.     And  if 


pearing,  or  appearing  without  proper  Arms,  five  Shillina= 
or  for  not  bringing  witli  him  three  charges  of  Powder  anil 
Ball,  three  Shillings  ;  or  failing  to  bring  into  the  field,  when 
required  by  his  Commanding  Officer,  one  ])ound  of  Pow- 
der and  four  pounds  of  Ball,  five  Shillings.  And  every 
Caplain,  or  in  his  absence  from  muster  the  next  command- 


any  person  shall  presume  to  sell  or  buy  any  Arms  thus  ing  officer,  failing  to  return  the  list  of  the  persons  who 
provided,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  six  Pounds;  siiall  not  appear  at  Muster  to  the  Courts-Martial,  or  who 
and  all  Arms  so  purchased  and  delivered  to  any  such  poor  shall  appear  without  proper  Arms,  Powder,  and  Ball,  shall 
Soldier  shall,  on  his  death  or  removal  out  of  the  County,  forfeit  and  pay  ten  Pounds  ;  provided,  if  the  person  so  fail- 
be  delivered  to  the  chief  Officer  of  the  Militia  in  the  Coun-  ing  shall,  at  the  next  Court-Martial,  or,  in  case  of  his  ina- 
ty,  or  to  the  Captain  of  the  Company  to  which  such  poor  bility  to  attend,  at  the  succeeding  Court-Martial,  offer  a 
Soldier  did  belong,  to  be  by  such  Ofiicer  delivered  to  any  reasonable  excuse  for  any  such  delinquencies,  such  excuse 
other  poor  Soldier  whom  the  Commanding  Officer  shall  shall  and  may  be  admitted,  and  the  party  complained  of 
adjudge  unable  lo  provide  himself  with  Arms  as  aforesaid,  discharged  of  all  and  every  the  penalties  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  there  shall  be  a  Pri-  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Caplain  of  each 

vale  Muster  of  the  several  Companies  in  each  County  once  Company  shall  and  may  ai)|)oint  one  Drunmier  and  one 

a  fortnight,  except  in  the  monlhs  ul' December,  January,  Fifer,  who  shall   bo  paid  for  llieir  attendance  the  same  as 

and  February,  and  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  shall  be  on  is  allowed  in  the  Minute  service;  and  the  said  Captains 

the  place  appointed  by  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  :  and  shall   provide  Drums,  Fifes,  Colours,  and  Halberds,  at  the 

moreover,  there  shall  be  a  General  Muster  in  every  Coun-  publick   expense,  lo  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  fines;  and 

ly  in  the  months  of  April  and  October  in  each  year,  and  every  Clerk  of  a  Court-.AIartial  shall  deliver  a  list  of  t!)c 

the  Officers  and  Soldiers  shall  api)ear  on  the   parade  by  fines  imposed  by  the  Court-Martial  to  the  Collector,  within 

eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  twenty  day^,  under  the  |ienalty  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  ti. 

.1'!'/  be  it  further  ordained.  That  if  any  Officer,  when  be  imposed  by  the  next  succeeding  Court-Martial. 

on   duly,  shall  misbehave,  he  shall  be  subject  to  the  cen-  And  be  it  further  o-daincd,  That  every  Officer  of  tlie 
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Militia  within  this  Colony  shall,  at  all  times  that  he  acts  on 
duty,  at  any  Private  or  General  Muster,  appear  armed  in 
the  following  manner,  that  is  to  say:  every  County  Lieu- 
tenant, Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Major,  with  a 
Sword  ;  and  every  Captain  and  Lieutenant  with  a  Firelock 
and  Bayonet,  and  a  Sword,  and  three  charges  of  Powder 
and  Ball;  every  Ensign  with  a  Sword;  every  Sergeant 
and  Corporal  with  a  Sword  and  Halberd,  under  the  penalty 
of  twenty  Shillings  ;  and  the  said  fines  to  be  levied  by  a 
Court-Martial,  and  appropriated  to  the  purchasing  Arms 
and  Ammunition  for  the  use  of  such  as  are  not  able  to  pro- 
cure the  same. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Soldiers  shall  be 
allowed  six  months  after  enlisting  to  provide  themselves 
with  Arms,  and  in  the  mean  time  shall  bring  with  them 
such  Arms  as  they  have,  under  the  penalty  of  five  Shil- 
lings, to  be  inflicted  by  a  Court-Martial  ;  and  that  all  Arms 
of  the  Militia  shall  be  exempted  from  executions  or  dis- 
tresses, and  all  Oliicers  and  Soldiers  shall  be  cxemined 
from  airests  in  civil  cases,  during  their  continuance  at, 
going  to  and  returning  from  Musters. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  if  any  exempted  Mil- 
ler or  Overseer  shall  presume  to  appear  at  any  Muster  of 
the  Militia  or  iMinute-Men,  or  in  any  muster  field,  on  the 
day  on  which  such  Muster  shall  be  appointed,  the  party 
so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  twenty  Shillings,  to  be 
assessed  upon  him  by  the  next  Court-Martial,  upon  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  offence  to  them  made,  by  the  Captain  or 
chief  officer  present  at  such  Cluster,  or  the  information, 
on  oath,  of  any  person  whatsoever,  and  levied,  accounted 
for,  and  appropriated  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  fines 
ordered  by  the  Court-Martial.  And  that  all  fines  and  penal- 
ties incurred  by  infants  or  servants,  for  breach  or  neglect 
of  duty  in  any  particular  service  by  this  Ordinance  required 
of  them,  shall  be  paid  by  the  parent,  guardian,  or  master, 
of  such  infant  or  servant ;  and  if  the  breach  or  neglect  of 
such  servants  is  not  occasioned  by  their  master's  influence 
or  direction,  then  the  fines  incurred  by  them,  and  so  paid 
by  their  masters,  shall  be  repaid  to  their  masters,  by  the 
further  service  of  such  servants  after  the  times  they  are 
bound  to  serve  are  expired. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  if  any  Collector,  a[)- 
pointed  by  a  Court-Martial,  shall  reftise  to  collect  the  fines 
imposed  by  such  Court-Martial,  after  having  undertaken 
the  same,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  Pounds; 
and  if  any  Collector  refuses,  or  unreasonably  delays  to  pay 
all  fines  by  him  collected  to  the  Receiver  who  shall  be 
appointed  by  a  Court-ftlartial,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
double  the  amount  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  several  Militia 
Officers  to  be  appointed,  before  they  enter  on  the  execu- 
tion of  their  office,  shall  take  the  following  Oath,  to  be 
administered  before  the  Committee  of  the  City,  Borough, 
or  County,  to  wit:  "I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I 
will  be  faithful  and  true  to  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of 
Virginia;  that  I  will  well  and  truly  execute  the  office  of 

County  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of ,  (or  the 

office  of ,  as  the  case  may  be,)  according  to  the 

best  of  my  skill  and  judgment.     So  help  me  Gnd." 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  every  County  Lieu- 
tenant, Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Major,  and  Captain, 
at  the  time  of  holding  every  Court-iNIartial,  and  before 
holding  the  same,  shall  lake  the  following  Oath,  which 
shall  be  first  administered  by  the  next  in  command  to  the 
presiding  officer  then  present,  and  then  be  by  him  admin- 
istered to  the  rest  of  the  Officers,  to  wit:  "I,  A  B,  do 
swear  that  I  will  do  equal  right  and  justice  to  all  men, 
according  to  the  Ordinance  of  the  General  Convention  by 
which  1  am  appointed  to  this  office.     So  help  me  God." 

And  every  person  accepting  a  commission  in  the  Mili- 
tia who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  qualify  himself  to  act 
under  the  same,  by  taking  the  oath  belbreineniioned,  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  his  County,  City, 
or  Borough,  after  receiving  his  commission,  every  such 
person  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  Pounds. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  fines  imposed  by 
this  Ordinance  on  the  Chief  Officer  for  not  enlisting  the 
men  in  his  County,  and  on  the  Commanding  Officer  pre- 
sent in  the  County  for  not  appointing  General  Musters, 
shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  County,  for  providing  Arms,  and 
shall  and  may  be  recovered  before  a  Court-Martial. 


And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  all  Officers  failing  to 
attend  a  Couii-Mariial  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  penal- 
ties as  the  Chief  Officer  for  not  appointing  General  Mus- 
ters ;  provided,  if  no  Court-Martial  is  held  immediately 
after  the  next  General  Muster,  then  by  the  next  succeed- 
ing Court-Martial. 

Provided,  alwaijs,  That  nothing  in  this  Ordinance  con- 
tained shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  City  of  ffilliamsburgh,  or  Borough  cl 
JSorfolk,  so  as  to  oblige  them  to  muster  or  serve  in  the 
iMilitia  out  of  the  said  City  or  Borough  ;  but  that  such  in- 
habitants shall  be  enlisted  and  trained  within  the  limits  of 
the  said  City  and  Borough,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  di- 
rected by  this  Ordinance,  but  under  a  Colonel,  a  Major, 
and  the  necessary  number  of  Captains  and  other  Officers, 
all  of  whom  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Committees  of  the 
said  City  and  Borough,  respectively,  and  commissioned  by 
the  Committee  of  Safety.  And  the  said  Militia  Officers, 
as  well  as  Soldiers,  shall  be  liable  to  all  the  penalties  be- 
fore directed  to  be  inflicted  on  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  m 
the  Counties,  either  for  neglect  of  duly  or  misbehaviour, 
in  any  respect  whatsoever,  to  be  adjudged  by  the  Courts 
of  Hustings  both  in  the  said  City  andliorough,  without 
wdiose  orders  and  directions  neither  of  the  said  Miliiias 
shall  at  any  time  be  obliged  to  march  out  of  the  said  City 
or  Borough. 

Anil  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Militia  of  every  County,  of  the  City  of  ]\il- 
liamsburgh  and  Borough  of  A'cz/o/A-j'shall  appoint  so  many 
Patrollers  as  he  may  think  fit,  under  proper  Captains,  who 
shall  receive  a  reasonable  allowance  fur  their  trouble,  nt 
the  laying  of  every  County  levy. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  all  (-liialrrs,  and  ;ho 
peoplecalled  Menunists,  shall  be  exempted  from  serving 
in  the  ivlilitia,  agreeably  to  the  several  Acts  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  this  Colony  made  for  their  relief  and  in- 
dulgence in  this  respect. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  if  the  Officers  and 
Militia  should  at  any  time  be  called  out  into  actual  service, 
they  shall  be  under  the  same  rules  and  regidations  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  penalties,  and  shall  receive  the  same  pay, 
as  are  appointed,  prescribed,  and  allowed  to  and  for  the 
Regulars,  and  their  Ofiicei's. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Couit-?(!nrtial  oi 
every  County,  City,  and  Borough  in  this  Colony,  shall 
appoint  some  person,  not  being  a  member  of  such  Cou:i, 
to  receive  all  the  Militia  fines  inflicted  by  this  Ordinance; 
who.  before  he  enters  into  the  execution  of  his  office,  shr.il 
give  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  payable  to  the  membeis 
of  the  said  Court,  silting  at  the  time  the  same  sliall  be  en- 
tered into  and  taken,  and  their  successors,  with  condition 
for  the  due  payment  of  all  moneys  that  shall  come  to  his 
hands  by  virtue  of  his  said  office,  which  bond  shall  not 
become  void  on  the  first  recovery,  but  may  be  prosecuted 
and  put  in  suit  from  time  to  time,  by  and  at  the  cost  and 
charges  in  the  law  of  any  party  or  parties  injured,  until  t!)e 
whole  penally  therein  mentioned  shall  be  recovered.  And 
if  any  Receiver  hereafter  to  be  appointed  shall  fail  or 
delay  to  account  with  the  Court-Martial,  or  to  apply  the 
money  by  him  received  as  he  shall  be  directed,  after  de- 
ducting at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent.,  which  he  shall  be 
allowed  for  his  trouble  by  the  Court-Martial,  then,  upon 
motion  or  complaint  made  to  the  County  Court,  or  Couit 
of  Hustings  of  the  City  of  Jfi/Hamsbnrgh  or  Borough  of 
A^'orfolk,  respectively,  by  any  Officer  or  Soldier  of  the  Mi- 
litia against  such  Receiver,  such  Court  shall  give  judgment 
and  award  execution  against  him  and  his  securities,  their 
executors,  or  administrators,  for  the  same,  and  cause  the 
money  to  be  appropriated  to  the  uses  directed  by  this  Ordi- 
nance, in  such  manner  as  the  Court-Martial  shall  appoint  ; 
provided,  that  such  Receiver  and  his  securities,  their  ex- 
ecutors, or  adniinistiators,  have  ten  clays'  previous  notice  of 
such  motion. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  this  Ordinance  shall, 
by  command  of  each  Colonel,  be  publickly  read  at  the 
head  of  his  Regiment,  as  soon  as  the  same  is  endiodied 
and  formed,  and  once  in  six  months  thereafter,  imder  the 
penalty  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  paid  by  such  Colo- 
nel, for  every  neglect ;  and  the  same  shall  also  be  puli- 
lickly  read  at  every  meeting  of  a  Battalion  of  the  Minute- 
Men   in  each   Di-trict,  ami  ai  every  General  Muster,  tiy 
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tliu   order  of  the   Colonel,   County   Lieutenant,  or   chief  self  with  contempt  or  disiespect  towards  the  Generals,  Gen- 

Ollicer  then   inesent    under  tlie   penalty  of  one  hundred  eral,  or  Coiuuiander-in-Cliief  of  the  Provincial  Forces,  or 

i'ounds,  to  be  paid  by  any  such  Olf.cer,  for  every  neglect,  shall  speak  f  dse  words   tending  to  his  or  their  hurt  or  .li.- 

And  whereas  it  is  declared  by  this  Ordinance,  that  lour  honour,  shall  be   punished  according  to  the  nature  of   his 

hundred  and  twent)-rive  Men,  under  proper  Ollicerb,  shall  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  General  Court-Mariial. 

hv  stationed  at  the  several  Forts  upon  the  frontiers  of  this  *  ■-    -      ^  ■    ''"'" 


Colony,  It  is  hereby  onlaineil,  That  as  soon  as  the  treaty 
of  iieace  shall  be  concluded  with  the  several  Tribes  ol  Iii- 
(liiins  bordering  on  the  western  parts  of  this  Colony,  it 
shall  be  in  the  |)ower  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  if  the 
Convention  is  not  sitting,  to  disband  the  whole,  or  such 
part  thereof  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  expedient  and  con- 
sistent with  the  good  of  this  Colony. 


II.  An  OnHitanrt  for  the  better  i^orernmait  of  the  Forces 
lo  be  raised  and  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Colony 
and  Dominion  of  ViiKiiMA. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Rcprcsentatiees  of  the  People  in 
Convention  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
Tliat  the  following  Rules  and  Articles  be  established,  that 


IS  to  say : 
Artici 


That 


shall 
Min- 


very  Ollicer  and   Soldier  wl 
serve  in  the  Provincial  Army,  either  of  Regulars  ( 
ute-.Men,  shall,  at  the  time  of  accepting  his  Commission 
and   Enlistment,  subscribe  the  following  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations, and  thereafter  be  bound  by  the  same  ;  and  more- 
over, every  Officer  and  Soldier  (except  (r{uakers,  who  are 
to  make  a  solemn  affirmation  to  the  same  effect)  sliall  take 
the  following  Oaths,  to  be  administered  by  the  Committee 
of  Safety  to^the  Field-Ollicers,  by  the  respective  County      Officer,   absent  himself  from  the  Company   to  which   lie 
(ommiltees  to  the  Officeis  to  be  by  them  nominated,  and     belongs,  or  from  any  detachment  of  the  same,  shall,  upon 
by  a  Justice  of  Peace  to  any  Soldier,  not  under  two  days     bein 
from  the  time  of  his  enlistment,  or  a  Member  of  the  Coin- 


Akt.  v.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier  who  shall  begin,  excite, 
cause,  or  join  in  any  mutiny  or  sedition,  in  the  Regiment 
or  Conii)aiiy  to  which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other  Regi- 
ment or  Company  of  the  Provincial  Forces,  either  by  land 
or  sea,  in  any  party,  post,  detachment,  or  guard,  on  any 
pretence  whatsoever,  shall  sutler  such  punishment  as  by  a 
General  Court-Martial  shall  be  ordered. 

Akt.  VI.  Any  Oflicer,  INon-Coniniissioned  Officer,  or 
Soldier,  who,  being  present  at  any  mutiny  or  sedition,  does 
not  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  suppress  the  same,  or, 
coining  to  the  knowledge  of  any  mutiny,  or  intended  mu- 
tiny, does  not,  without  delay,  give  information  thereof  to 
the  Commanding  Officer,  shall  be  punished,  by  order  of 
a  General  Couri-.Maitial,  according  lo  the  nature  of  his 
offence. 

Aiir.  vii.  Any  Oflicer  or  Soldier  who  shall  strike  his 
sujjeriour  Odicer,  or  draw,  or  oiler  to  draw,  or  shall  lift  up 
any  ueajjon,  or  oiler  any  violence  against  him,  being  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  or 
shall  disobey  any  lawful  commands  of  his  superiour  Offi- 
cer, shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall,  according  to  the 
natLire  of  his  offence,  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  Gen- 
eral Court-Martial. 

Akt.  viii.  Any  Noii-Commissioned  Officer  or  Soldier 
who  shall  desert,  or,  without  leave  f 


Coinmandins 


mittee  of  any  County,  City,  or  Borough,  where  he  may  be 
enlisted. 

OATH    OK   A   l()MMANI>E.R-IN'-rllll',F. 

"  1,  A  B,  do  swear  that  1  will  be  faithful  and  true  to 
the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia;  that  I  will  serve 
the  same  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  in  defence  of  the 


victed  thereof,  be  punished  according  to  the 
nature  of  his  offence,  at  the  discretion  of  a  General  Court- 
Martial. 

Art.  IX.  Whatsoever  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  he  con- 
victed of  having  advised  or  jiersuaded  any  other  Officer  or 
Sokliei  to  desert,  shall  sufler  such  punishment  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

Art.  X.   All  OfKcers,  of  what  condition   soever,  shall 


just  rights  of  Jwenca,  against  all  enemies  whatsoever;  that     have   power  to  part  and  quell  all  quarrels,  frays,  and  dis- 
I  will,''from  time  to  time^ obey  such  orders  as  1  may  receive     orders,   though  the  persons  concerned   belong  to  another 


from  the  General  Convention,  or  other  authority  by  them 
appointed  ;  and  that  1  will  disband  all  the  Forces  under 
my  command  and  lay  down  my  arms,  when  leciuiied  by 
the  General  Convention,  or  the  General  Assembly  of  /  ir- 
ginia.     So  help  me  God." 

OATH    OF  THE   OFFICERS    AND    SOLDIERS. 

''■  I,  A  B,  do  swear  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  true  to  the 
Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia;  that  1  will  serve  the 


Regiment  or  Company,  and  either  order  Officers  or  Sol- 
diers to  be  confined  or  imprisoned  till  their  proper  supe- 
riour Officer  shall  be  acipiainted  therewith;  anil  whoever 
shall  refuse  to  obey  such  Oflicer,  (though  of  an  inferiour 
rank.)  or  shall  draw  his  sword  upon  him,  shall  be  punished 
at  the  discretion  of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

Art.  XI.  JVo  Olhcer  or  Soldier  shall  use  any  reproach- 
ful or  provoking  speeches  or  gestures  to  another,  nor  shall 


same  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  in  defence  of  the  just  presume  to  send  a  challenge  to  any  person  to  light  a  duel ; 

ii"\ns  of  America,  against  all  enemies  whatsoever;  that  1  and  whosoever  shall   knowingly  and   willingly  suffer  any 

will  obey  the  orders  of  such  Officers  who  may  be  set  over  ])erson   whatsoever   to   go  forth   to  fight  a  duel,  or  shall 

me,  and   lay  down  my  arms  peaceably,  when  required  so  second,   promote,  or  carry  any  challenge,  shall  be  deemed 

to  do  either  by  the  General  Convention  or  the  General  As-  as  a   principal;  and   whatsoever  Officer  or  Soldier  shall 

sembly  of  Virginia.     So  help  me  Cod."  upbraid  another  for  refusing  a  challenge,  shall  also  be  con- 

Art.  II.   his  earnestly  recommended  to  all  Officers  and  sidered  as  a  challenger;  and  all  such  offenders,  in  any  of 

Soldiers  diligently  to  attend  divine  service  ;  and  all  Officeis  those  or  such  like  cases,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion 

and  Soldiers  who  shall  behave  indecently  and  irreverently  of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

at  any  place  of  divine  worship,  siuill,  if  (  ommissioned  Offi-  Art.  xii.  Any  Oflicer  commanding  in  quarters  or  on  a 

cers,  be  brought  before  a  Court-Martial,  there  to  be  pub-  march  shall  keep  good  order,  and  to  the  utmost  of  his  pow- 

lickly   and   severely   reprimanded    by   the   President.      If  er  redress  all  such  abuses  or  disorders  which  may  be  com- 

Kon-Commissioned  Officers  or  Soldiers,  every  |)erson  so  niitted  by  any  Officer  or  Soldier  under  his  command.     If, 


offending  shall,  for  the  first  offence,  forfeit  one  day  s  |)ay ; 
for  the  second  offence,  he  shall  not  only  forfeit  the  like 
sum,  but  be  confined  for  any  time  not  exceeding  twenty- 
four  hours;  and  for  every  other  like  ofl'ence  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  in  like  manner,  to  the  use  of  the  sick  Soldiers  of 
the  Regiment  to  which  the  offender  belongs. 

Art.  III.  Whatsoever  Connnissioned  or  INon-Commis- 
sloned  Officers  or  Soldiers  shall  use  any  profane  oath  or 
execration  shall  incur  the  penalties  expressed  in  the  second 


upon  any  complaint  made  to  him  of  Oflicers  or  Soldiers 
beating  or  otherwise  ill-treating  any  person,  or  of  commit- 
ting any  kind  of  riot,  to  the  disquieting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Colony,  he,  the  said  Commander,  who  shall  refuse 
or  omit  to  see  justice  done  on  the  offender  or  offenders,  and 
reparation  made  to  the  party  or  parties  injured,  as  far  as  the 
offender's  wages  will  enable  him  or  them,  shall,  upon  due 
proof  thereof,  be  punished  as  ordered  by  a  General  Court- 
Martial,  in  such   manner  as  if  he  himself  had  committed 


article;  and  if  a  Commissioned   Officer  be  thus  guilty  of     the  crimes  or  disorders  complained  of. 


profane  cursing  or  swearing,  he  shall  forfeit  for  each  and 
every  such  offence  one  day's  pay.  And  whatsoever  Com- 
missioned or  Non-Commissioned  Odicer  or  Soldier  shall 
practise  any  species  of  gaming,  he  shall,  on  being  convict- 
ed thereof  before  a  Regimental  Court- .Martial,  jiay  such 
fine  or  suffer  such  punishment  as  inav  be  iiillicted  by  the 
said  Court. 

AuT.  iv.   Anv  Officer  or  Soldier  who  shall  behave  him- 


Art.  xiii.  If  any  Officer  or  Soldier  should  think  him- 
self to  be  wronged  by  his  Colonel,  or  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Regiment,  and  shall,  upon  due  application 
made  to  him,  be  refused  to  be  redressed,  he  may  complain 
to  the  General  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Provincial 
Regulars,  in  order  to  obtain  justice  ;  who  is  hereby  required 
to  e\aiiiiue  into  the  said  com}>lainl,  and  see  that  justice  be 
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Art.  XIV.  If  an)'  Oflicer  or  Soldier  shall  lliink  liinisclf 
wronged  by  his  Captain,  or  other  Ollicer  commanding,'  the 
Company  to  which  he  beloni^s,  he  is  to  complain  thereof 
to  the  Commanding  Otiicer  ol' the  Regiment,  who  is  here- 
by reqnired  to  siunmon  a  Regimental  Court-Manial  for  the 
doing  Justice  to  the  complainant,  from  which  Regimental 
Court-iVIartial  either  party  may,  if  he  thinks  himself  still 
aggrieved,  appeal  to  a  General  Court-Martial;  but  if,  upon 
a  second  hearing,  the  appeal  shall  appear  to  be  vexations 
and  groundless,  the  person  so  appealing  shall  be  punished 
at  the  discretion  of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

Ak-T.  XV.  Whatsoever  IV'on-Commissionod  Ollicer  or 
Soldier  shall  be  convicted  at  a  Regimental  Conrt-jMartial 
of  having  sold,  or  designedly  or  through  neglect  wasted 
the  Ammunition,  Arms,  or  Provisions,  or  other  Military 
Stores  delivered  out  to  bin),  to  be  employed  in  the  service 
of  this  Colony,  shall,  if  an  Oliicer,  be  reduced  to  a  private 
Sentinel  ;  and  if  a  private  Soldier,  shall  suffer  such  punish- 
ment as  shall  be  ordered  by  a  Regimental  Comt-Maitial. 

Art.  XVI.  All  IVon-Commissioned  Oliicers  and  Soldiers 
who  shall  be  found  one  mile  Irom  the  Camp,  without  leave 
in  writing  from  the  Commanding  Officer,  sh,dl  suffer  such 
punishment  as  shall  be  inHicted  on  him  or  them  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

Art.  XVII.  No  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  he  out  of  his 
Quarters  or  Camp  without  leave  from  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Regiment,  upon  penalty  of  being  punished, 
according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  a  Regimental 
Court-Martial. 

Art.  xviii.  Every  Non-Commissioned  Oflicer  anrl  Sol- 
dier shall  repair  to  his  Quarters,  or  Tent,  at  the  beating 
of  the  Retreat;  in  default  of  which,  he  shall  be  punished, 
according  to  the  natiu'e  of  bis  oflence,  by  order  of  a  Regi- 
mental Court-Martiid. 

Art.  XIX.  ]\o  Officer,  Non-Commissioned  Officer,  or 
Soldier,  shall  fail  of  repairing,  at  the  time  fixed,  to  the 
place  of  parade  or  exercise,  or  other  rendezvous  appointed 
by  the  Commanding  Officer,  if  not  prevented  by  sickness, 
or  some  other  necessity;  or  shall  go  from  the  said  place  of 
rendezvous,  or  from  his  guard,  without  leave  from  his  Com- 
manding Officer,  before  he  shall  be  regularly  dismissed  or 
relieved,  on  penalty  of  being  punished,  accoiding  to  the 
nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  sentence  of  a  Regimental 
Court-Martial. 

Art.  XX.  Whatsoever  Commissioned  Ollicer  shall  be 
found  drunk  on  his  guard,  i)arly,  or  other  duty,  under  Arms, 
shall  be  cashiered  for  it.  Any  Non-Commissioned  Officer 
or  Soldier,  so  offending,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as 
shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  Regimenlal  Court- 
Martial. 

Art.  XXI.  Whatsoever  Sentinel  sliall  be  found  sleeping 
upon  his  post,  or  shall  leave  it  before  he  shall  be  regularly 
relieved,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by 
the  sentence  of  a  General  Coiut-Martial. 

Art.  XXII.  Any  person  belonging  to  the  Provincial  Army 
who,  by  discharging  of  Fire-Arms,  beating  of  Drums,  or  by 
any  other  means  whatsoever,  shall  occasion  false  alarms  in 
Camp  or  Quarters,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall 
be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  General  Couit-Martial. 

Art.  XXIII.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier  who  shall,  without 
urgent  necessity,  or  without  leave  of  his  superiour  Officer, 
quit  bis  platoon  or  division,  shall  be  inmished,  according  to 
the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  sentence  of  a  Regimental 
Court-Martial. 

Art.  XXIV.  No  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  do  violence  or 
offer  any  insult  or  abuse  to  any  person  who  shall  bring  Pro- 
visions or  other  necessaries  to  the  Cam|)  or  Quarters  of  the 
Provincial  Army.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier,  so  offending, 
shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  a  Regi- 
mental Court-Martial. 

Art.  XXV.  Whatsoever  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  shame- 
fully abandon  any  post  committed  to  his  charge,  or  shall 
induce  others  so  to  do,  in  the  time  of  an  engagement,  shall 
suffer  death  immediately. 

Art.  XXVI.  Any  person  belonging  to  the  Provincial 
Army  who  shall  make  known  the  watch-word  to  any  per- 
son who  is  not  entitled  to  receive  it,  according  to  the  rules 
and  discipline  of  war,  or  shall  presume  to  give  a  parole  or 
watch-word  different  from  what  he  received,  shall  sufi(3r 
death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the 
sentence  of  a  General  Court-Maitial. 


Art.  XXVII.  Whosoever  belonging  to  the  Provincial 
Army  shall  relieve  the  enemy  with  Money,  Victuals,  or 
Ammunition,  or  shall  knowingly  harbour  or  ])rotect  an  ene- 
my, shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  by  a  General 
Court-Martial  be  ordered. 

Art.  xxviii.  Whosoever  belonging  to  the  Provincial 
Army  shall  be  convicted  of  holding  correspondence  with, 
or  of  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as 
by  a  General  Court-Martial  shall  be  ordered. 

Art.  XXIX.  All  Publick  Stores  taken  in  the  enemy's 
Camp  or  Magazine,  whether  of  Artillery,  Ammunition, 
Clothing,  or  Provisions,  shall  be  secured  for  the  use  of  the 
Colony  of  Virginia. 

AitT.  XXX.  If  any  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  leave  his  post 
or  colours,  at  the  time  of  an  engagement,  to  go  in  search 
ol  plunder,  he  shall,  upon  being  convicted  thereof  before  a 
General  Couit-Martial,  suffer  such  punishment  as  by  the 
said  Court-Martial  shall  be  ordered. 

Art.  XXXI.  If  any  Commander  of  any  Post,  Intrcnch- 
ment,  or  Fortress,  shall  be  com|ielled,  by  the  Officers  or 
Soldiers  under  his  command,  to  give  it  up  to  the  enemy,  or 
to  abandon  it,  the  Commissioned  Officer,  or  Non-Commis- 
sioned Officer,  or  Soldier,  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having 
so  offended,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment 
as  may  be  inHicted  on  them  by  the  sentence  of  a  General 
Coui't-Manial. 

Art.  XXXII.  All  Sutlers  and  Retainers  to  a  Camp,  and 
all  persons  whatsoever  serving  with  the  Provincial  Army 
in  the  field,  though  not  enlisted  as  Soldiers,  are  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  Articles,  Rules,  and  Regulations,  of  the  Provin- 
cial Army. 

AttT.  xxxiii.  No  General  Court-Martial  shall  consist  of 
a  less  nmnber  than  thirteen,  none  of  which  shall  be  under 
the  degree  of  a  Connnissioned  Officer,  and  the  Piesident 
shall  be  a  Field-Officer.  And  the  President  of  each  and 
every  Court-Martial,  whether  General  or  Regimental,  shall 
have  power  to  administer  an  Oath  to  every  wit: 'ss,  in  order 
to  the  trial  of  offenders ;  and  the  Members  of  all  Courts- 
Martial  shall  be  duly  sworn  by  the  President,  and  the  next 
in  rank  to  the  Court-Martial  shall  administer  the  Oath  to 
the  President.  Provided,  that  when  any  person  is  to  be 
tried  for  his  life,  under  any  of  the  foregoing  or  subsequent 
Articles,  the  Commanding  Officer  shall  appoint  twenty-four 
Members,  at  least,  to  be  of  the  Court-Martial,  two  of  which 
shall  be  Field-Officers,  and  ten  shall  be  Captains,  out  of 
which  the  offender  may  choose  fifteen,  one  of  whom  shall 
be  a  Field-Officer,  and  five  of  them  Captains,  and  sentence 
of  death  shall  not  be  pronounced  unless  twelve  of  the 
Court-Martial  concur  in  such  sentence. 

Art.  XXXIV.  The  Members,  both  of  General  and  Regi- 
mental Courts-Martial,  shall,  when  belonging  to  the  differ- 
ent Corps,  take  the  same  rank  that  they  hold  in  the  Army; 
but,  when  Courts-Martial  shall  be  composed  of  Officers  of 
one  Corps,  they  shall  take  their  ranks  according  to  their 
commissions  by  which  they  are  mustered  in  the  said  Corps. 

Art.  XXXV.  All  the  Meudjers  of  a  Court-Alartial  are 
to  behave  with  calmness,  decency,  moderation,  and  impar- 
tiality; and,  in  giving  their  votes,  are  to  begin  with  the 
youngest  or  lowest  in  commission. 

Art.  xxxvi.  No  Field-Officer  shall  be  tried  by  any  per- 
son under  the  degree  of  a  Captain;  nor  shall  any  ])roceed- 
ings  or  trial  be  carried  on,  excepting  between  the  hours  of 
eight  in  the  inorning  and  three  in  the  afternoon,  except  in 
cases  which  require  an  immediate  example. 

Art.  xxxvii.  The  Commissioned  Officers  of  every  Re- 
giment may,  by  the  appointment  of  their  Colonel  or  Com- 
manding Officer,  hold  Regimental  Courts-Martial  for  tiie 
inquiring  into  such  disputes  or  criminal  matters  as  may  come 
before  them,  and  for  inflicting  corporal  punishment  for  small 
offences,  and  shall  give  judgment  by  the  majority  of  voices  ; 
but  no  sentence  shall  be  executed  till  the  Commanding 
Officer  (not  being  a  Member  of  the  Court-Martial)  shall 
have  confirmed  the  same. 

Art.  xxxvni.  No  Regimental  Court-Martial  shall  con- 
sist of  less  than  five  Officers,  excepting  in  cases  where  that 
number  caimot  be  conveniently  assembled,  when  three  may 
be  sufficient,  who  are  likewise  to  determine  upon  the  sen- 
tence by  a  majority  of  voices,  which  sentence  is  to  be  con- 
firmed by  the  Commanding  Officer,  not  being  a  Member 
of  the  Cuurt-Martial. 
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Art.  XXXIX.  Eveiy  Ofticer  coinniamling  in  any  Fort, 
t'aslle,  or  Barrack,  or  eUuwIiere,  where  the  Corps  under 
his  conunand  consists  of  detachments  from  diflerenl  Ke<;i- 
ments,  and  any  other  Forces  that  may  compose  the  Corps, 
may  asseml.le  Courts-Martial  for  tlie  trial  of  otlenders,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  Regimental,  whose  sen- 
tence is  not  to  be  executed  till  it  shall  be  confnincd  by  the 
said  Commanding  Officer. 

Art.  XL.  IVo  person  whatsoever  shall  use  menacing 
words,  signs,  or  gestures,  in  the  presence  of  a  Court- Mar- 
tial when  sitting,  or  shall  cause  any  disorder  or  riot,  so 
as  to  disturb  their  pioceedings,  on  the  penalty  of  being 
punished  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  Court-Martial. 

Art.  xli.  To  the  end  that  offenders  may  be  brought  to 
justice,  whenever  any  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  commit  a 
crime  deserving  punishment,  he  shall,  by  bis  Commanding 
Officer,  if  an  Officer,  be  put  in  arrest;  if  a  iNon-Commis- 
sioned  Officer  or  Soldier,  be  imprisoned  till  he  shall  be  either 
tried  by  a  Comt-Martial,  or  shall  be  lawfully  discharged  by 
proper  authority. 

Art.  XLii.  No  Officer  or  Soldier,  who  shall  be  put  in 
arrest  or  imprisonment,  shall  continue  in  his  confinement 
more  than  eight  days,  or  till  such  time  as  a  Court-Martial 
can  be  conveniently  assembled. 

Art.  xLiii.  No  Officer  commanding  a  Guard,  or  Pro- 
vost-Ma)-tial,  shall  refuse  to  receive  or  keep  any  prisoner 
committed  to  his  charge  by  an  Officer  belonging  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Forces  ;  which  Officer  shall,  at  the  same  time,  de- 
liver an  accusation,  signed  by  himself,  of  the  crime  with 
which  the  said  prisoner  is  charged. 

Art.  xli  v.  No  Officer  commanding  a  Guard,  or  Provost- 
Martial,  shall  presume  to  release  any  prisoner  committed 
to  his  charge  without  proper  authority  lor  so  doing  ;  nor 
shall  he  suffer  any  prisoner  to  escape,  on  the  penalty  of 
being  punished  for  it  by  the  sentence  of  a  General  Court- 
I\lartial. 

Art.  xlv.  Every  Officer  or  Provost-Martial,  to  whose 
cliarge  prisoners  shall  be  committed,  is  hereby  rcfjuired, 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  such  commitment,  or  as  soon 
as  he  shall  be  relieved  from  his  guard,  to  give  in  writing  to 
the  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  to  whom  the  prisoner  belongs, 
where  the  prisoner  is  confined  upon  the  guartl  belonging  to 
the  said  Regiment,  and  that  his  offence  only  relates  to 
neglect  of  duty,  in  his  own  Corps,  or  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  their  names,  their  crimes,  and  the  name  of  the  Offi- 
cer who  committed  them,  on  the  ]ienalty  of  being  punished, 
for  his  disobedience  or  neglect,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
General  Court-Martial. 

Art.  xlvi.  Whatsoever  Commissioned  Ollicer  shall  leave 
his  confinement  before  he  is  set  at  liberty  by  the  Officer  who 
confined  him,  or  by  a  superiour  power,  shall  be  cashiered 
for  it. 

Art.  xLvii.  Wliatsoever  Commissioned  Officer  shall  be 
convicted  before  a  General  Court-IVIartial  of  behaving  in  a 
scandalous,  infamous  manner,  such  as  is  unbecoming  the 
character  of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  shall  be  dischaiged 
from  the  service. 

Art.  xlviii.  All  OHicers,  Conduolors,  Gunners,  iMa- 
trosses,  Drivers,  or  any  other  persons  whatsoever,  receiving 
pay  or  hire  in  the  service  of  the  Provincial  Artillery,  shall 
be  governed  by  the  aforesaid  Rules  and  Articles,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  bo  tried  by  Courts- Martial,  in  like  manner 
with  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Provincial  Forces. 

Art.  XLix.  For  differences  arising  among  themselves,  or 
in  matters  relating  solely  to  their  own  Corps,  Courts-Mar- 
tial may  be  composed  of  their  own  Oflicers ;  but  where  a 
number  sufficient  of  such  Ollicors  cannot  be  assembled,  or 
in  matters  wherein  other  Corps  are  interested,  the  Officers 
of  Artillery  shall  sit  in  Courts-Martial  with  the  Officers  of 
the  Corps. 

Art.  l.  All  crimes  not  capital,  and  all  disorders  and 
neglects  which  Officers  and  Soldiers  may  be  i;uilty  of,  to 
the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  discipline,  though 
not  mentioned  in  the  Articles  of  War,  are  to  be  taken  cog- 
nizance of  by  a  General  or  Regimental  Court-Martial, 
according  to  the  nature  and  dcjgreu  of  the  ollence,  and 
be  punished  at  their  discretion. 

Art.  LI.  That  no  person  shall  be  sentenced  by  the 
Court-Martial  to  suffer  death,  except  in  the  cases  expressly 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Articles;  nor  shall  any  jiunish- 
ment  be  inflicted,  at.  the  discretion  of  the  Court-Martial, 


other  than  degrading,  cashiering,  drumming  out  of  the  Army; 
whipping,  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  lashes;  fine,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  months'  pay  of  the  offender;  imprisonment, 
not  exceeding  one  month. 

Art.  lii.  The  Field-Officers  of  each  and  every  Regi- 
ment are  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  belonging  to  such 
Regiment,  to  receive  all  such  fines  as  may  arise  within  the 
same  for  any  breach  of  any  of  the  foregoing  Articles,  and 
shall  direct  the  same  to  be  carefully  and  |)roperly  applied 
to  the  relief  of  such  sick,  wounded,  or  necessitous  Soldiers, 
as  belong  to  such  Regiment;  and  such  person  shall  account 
with  such  Officer  for  all  fines  received,  and  the  application 
thereof. 

Art.  LIU.  All  Members  sitting  in  Courts-Martial  shall 
be  sworn  by  the  President  of  the  said  Court,  which  Presi- 
dent shall  himself  be  sworn  by  the  Officer  in  the  said  Cotfrt 
next  in  rank  :  the  Oath  to  be  administered  previous  to  their 
proceeding  to  the  trial  of  every  offender,  in  form  following, 
viz:  "  You,  yl  ii,  swear,  that  you  will  well  and  truly 
try  and  impartially  determine  the  cause  of  the  prisoner  now 
to  be  tried,  according  to  the  rules  for  regulating  the  Pro- 
vincial Army.     So  help  you  God." 

Art.  Liv.  All  persons  called  to  gi\e  evidence  in  any 
case  before  a  Court-.Martial,  who  shall  refuse  to  give  evi- 
dence, shall  be  punished  for  such  refusal  at  the  discretion 
of  such  Court-Martial :  the  Oath  to  be  administered  in  the 
following  form,  viz  :  "  You  shall  swear  the  evidence  you 
shall  give,  in  the  case  now  in  hearing,  shall  be  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  So  help  you 
Gniir 

Art.  lv.  Every  Officer  commanding  a  Regiment  or 
Company  shall,  upon  notice  given  to  him  by  the  Commis- 
sary of  Aluslers,  or  from  one  of  his  Deputies,  assemble  the 
Regiment  or  Company  under  his  command,  in  the  next 
convenient  place  for  their  being  mustered. 

Art.  lvi.  Every  Colonel  or  other  Field-Officer,  or  Offi- 
cer commanding  any  Corps  to  which  there  is  no  Field-Oin- 
cer,  and  actually  residing  with  it,  may  give  furloughs  to 
Non-Commissioned  Oflicers  and  Soldiers,  in  such  numbers, 
and  for  so  long  a  time,  as  he  shall  judge  to  be  most  con- 
sistent with  the  good  of  the  service  ;  but  no  Non-Commis- 
sioned Officer  or  Soldier  shall,  by  leave  of  his  Captain,  or 
inferiour  officer  commanding  the  Company,  (his  Field-Offl- 
cer  not  being  present)  he  absent  above  twenty  ilays  in  six 
months  ;  nor  shall  more  than  two  private  men  be  absent  at 
the  same  time  from  their  Company,  excepting  some  extra- 
ordinary occasion  shall  require  it ;  of  which  occasion  the 
Field-Officer  present  with,  and  commanding  the  Regiment 
or  Independent  Corps,  is  to  be  judge. 

Art.  Lvii.  At  every  Muster  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
each  Regiment  or  Company  then  present,  shall  give  to  the 
Commissary  of  Musters  certificates,  signed  by  himself,  signi- 
fying how  long  such  Officers,  Non-Commissioned  Officers, 
and  Soldiers,  who  shall  not  appear  at  the  said  Muster,  have 
been  absent,  and  the  reason  of  their  absence  ;  whicii  rea- 
son, and  the  time  of  absence,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  Mus- 
ter-Roils, opposite  to  the  respective  names  of  such  absen- 
tees ;  the  said  certificate,  together  with  the  Muster-Roil,  to 
be,  by  the  said  Commissary,  transmitted  to  the  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  Provincial  Forces,  and  by  him  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  a|ipointcd  by  this  Convention,  within 
twenty  days  next  after  such  JMuster  being  taken  ;  on  failure 
whereof,  the  Commissary  so  otlending  shall  be  discharged 
from  the  service. 

Art.  lviii.  Every  Officer  who  shall  be  convicted  before 
a  General  Court-iMartial  of  having  signed  a  false  certificate, 
relating  to  the  absence  of  cither  Officers  or  Non-Commis- 
sioned Officers,  or  private  Soldiers,  shall  he  cashiered. 

Art.  lix.  Every  Officer  who  shall  knowingly  make  a 
false  muster  of  man  or  horse,  and  every  Ofticer  or  Commis- 
sary who  shall  willingly  sign,  direct,  or  allow  the  signing  of 
the  Muster-Rolls  wherein  such  false  muster  is  contained, 
shall,  upon  proof  made  thereof  by  two  witnesses,  before  a 
General  Court-Martial,  be  cashiered,  and,  moreover,  forfeit 
all  such  pay  as  may  be  due  to  him  at  the  time  of  convic- 
tion for  such  offence. 

Art.  lx.  Any  Commissary  who  shall  be  convicted  of 
having  taken  any  gift  or  gratuity  on  the  mustering  any  Re- 
giment or  Company,  on  the  signing  the  IMuster-Rolls,  shall 
be  displaced  from  his  office,  and  forfeit  and  pay  as  in  the 
preceding  Article. 
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Art.  lxi.  Any  Oflicer  who  shall  presume  to  muster 
any  person  as  a  Soldier  who  is  at  all  times  accustomed  to 
wear  a  livery,  or  who  does  not  actually  do  liis  duty  as  a 
Soldier,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  having  made  a  false 
muster,  and  shall  suffer  accordingly. 

Akt.  lxii.  Every  Olficer  who  shall  knowingly  make  a 
false  Return  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Provincial 
Forces,  or  to  any  of  his  superiour  Officers  authorized  to  call 
for  such  Returns  of  the  state  of  the  Regiment,  Company, 
or  Garrison,  under  his  command,  or  of  Arms,  Ammunition, 
Clothing,  or  other  Stores  thereunto  belonging,  shall  by  a 
Court-Martial  be  cashiered. 

Art.  lxiii.  The  Commanding  Officer  of  every  Regi- 
ment or  other  Corps,  or  of  any  Garrison  in  the  service 
aforesaid,  shall,  in  the  beginning  of  every  month,  remit  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  said  Forces  an  exact  Re- 
turn of  the  state  of  the  Regiment,  Troops,  or  other  Corps, 
or  of  any  Garrison  under  bis  command,  specifying  the 
names  of  the  Officers  not  then  residing  at  their  posts,  and 
the  reason  for  and  time  of  their  absence.  Whoever  shall 
be  convicted  of  having,  through  neglect  or  design,  omitted 
the  sending  such  Returns,  shall  be  punished,  according  to 
the  nature  of  their  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  General 
Court-Martial. 

Art.  lxiv.  No  Sutler  shall  be  permitted  to  sell  any 
kind  of  liquor  or  victuals,  or  to  keep  their  houses  or  shops 
open,  for  the  entertainment  of  Soldiers,  after  nine  at  night, 
or  before  the  beating  the  reveilles,  or  upon  Siindnys  during 
divine  service  or  sermon,  on  the  penalty  of  being  dismissed 
from  all  future  sutling. 

Art.  lxv.  All  Oilicers  commanding  in  the  Camp,  or  in 
any  P^orts,  Barracks,  or  Garrisons,  are  hereby  required  to 
see  that  the  persons  permitted  to  suttle  shall  supply  the 
Soldiers  with  good  and  wholesome  provisions,  at  a  rea- 
sonable price,  as  they  shall  be  answerable  for  their  neg- 
lect. 

Art.  lxvi.  No  Officer  commanding  in  any  Camp,  Gar- 
rison, Fort,  or  Barracks,  shall  either  themselves  exact 
exorbitant  prices  for  bouses  or  stalls  let  out  to  Sutlers,  or 
connive  at  the  like  exactions  in  others,  or  lay  any  duty 
or  imposition  upon,  or  be  interested  in  the  sale  of  such 
victuals,  liquors,  or  other  necessaries  of  life,  which  are 
brought  into  the  Camp,  Garrison,  Fort,  or  Barracks,  for  the 
use  of  the  Soldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  being  discharged 
from  the  service. 

Art.  lxvii.  That  the  Commanders-in-Chief,  for  the  time 
being,  shall  have  full  power  of  pardoning  or  mitigating  any 
of  the  punishments  oidered  to  be  inflicted  for  any  of  the 
offences  mentioned  in  any  of  the  foregoing  Articles ;  and 
every  offender,  convicted  as  aforesaid  by  any  Regimental 
Court-Martial,  may  be  pardoned,  or  have  his  punishment 
mitigated,  by  the  Colonel  or  Officer  commanding  the  Regi- 
ment. 

Art.  lxviii.  When  any  Commissioned  Officer  shall 
iiappen  to  die,  or  he  killed  in  the  service  of  this  Colony, 
the  Major  of  the  Regiment,  or  the  Ollicer  doing  the  Ma- 
jor's duty  in  his  absence,  shall  immediately  secure  all  his 
effects  or  equipage,  then  in  Camp  or  Quarters,  and  shall, 
before  the  next  Renimental  Court-Martial,  make  an  inven- 
tory thereof,  and  forthwith  transmit  the  same  to  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  the  end 
that  his  executors  may,  after  the  payment  of  his  debts,  in 
quarter  and  interment,  receive  the  overplus,  if  any  be,  to 
his  or  their  use. 

Art.  Lxix.  When  any  Non-Commissioned  Officer  or 
Private  Soldier  shall  hap|)en  to  die,  or  be  killed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  Colony,  the  then  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Company  shall,  in  the  presence  of  two  other  Commissioned 
Officers,  take  an  account  of  whatever  efl'ects  he  dies  pos- 
sessed of,  and  transmit  the  same,  as  in  the  case  above  pro- 
vided for,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  secured  for  and 
paid  to  their  res|)ective  representatives. 

Art.  lxx.  No  Chaplain  who  is  commissioned  to  a  Re- 
giment, Company,  or  Garrison,  shall  absent  himself  from 
the  said  Regiment,  Company,  or  Garrison,  (excepting  in 
cases  of  sickness  or  leave  of  absence,)  upon  pain  of  beiiif 
brought  to  a  Court-Martial  and  punished,  as  their  judgment 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  offence  may  require. 

Art.  lxxi.  Whatever  Chaplain  to  a  Regiment  or  Gar- 
rison shall  be  guilty  of  drunkenness,  or  of  other  scandalous 
or  vicious  behaviour,  derogating  from  the  sacred  character 
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with  which  he  is  invested,  shall,  upon  due  proofs  before  a 
Court-Martial,  be  discharged  from  his  office. 

Art.  lxxii.  No  sentence  of  a  Court-Martial,  whereby 
the  pains  of  death  are  to  be  inflicted  on  any  otl'ender,  shall 
be  carried  into  execution  till  the  same  hath  been  approved 
of  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  such  approbation  cer- 
tified to  the  Commander-in-t'hief. 

Art.  Lxxin.  The  foregoing  Rules  and  Regulations  shall 
be  publickly  read  at  the  head  of  each  Regiment,  once  in 
three  months,  by  order  of  the  Colonel  or  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  such  Regiment,  under  the  penalty  of  fifty  Pounds, 
to  be  paid  by  such  Colonel  or  Conmiander  for  every 
neglect. 


III.  All  Ordinance  appointing  a  Committee,  of  Safety,  for 
the  more  effectual  carrying  into  erecution  the  several 
Rules  and  Jiegulations  estahlished  by  this  Convention 
for  the  protection  of  this  Colony. 

Whereas  in  the  present  time  of  danger,  and  the  alarm- 
ing and  distressed  situation  of  the  Country,  it  is  judged 
necessary  that  a  Committee  of  Safety  should  be  established, 
for  the  better  and  more  effectual  carrying  into  execution 
the  several  Ordinances  and  Resolutions  of  this  Conven- 
tion : 

Be  it  therefore  ordained,  by  the  Delegates  deputed  to 
represent  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  within  this 
Colony,  in  the  present  General  Convention,  and  it  is  here- 
by ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Edmund 
Pendleton,  George  Mason,  John  Page,  Richard  Bland, 
Thomas  Jjudwell  Lee,  Paul  Carringlon,  Dudley  Digges, 
IVilliam  Cabell,  Carter  Braiton,  James  Mercer,  and  John 
Tabb,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  de- 
clared a  Committee  of  Safety  throughout  this  Colony,  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid. 

And  the  said  Committee  shall,  so  soon  as  may  he,  assem- 
ble at  such  convenient  time  and  place  as  may  be  appointed 
by  the  person  first  named  of  the  said  Committee ;  and 
being  so  assembled,  and  having  first  taken  an  oath,  to  be 
administered  to  the  Member  first  named  by  any  two  other 
Members,  and  afterwards  by  him  to  the  rest  of  the  Com- 
mittee, well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  duties  of  their 
office,  shall  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  President  and 
Vice-President,  to  act  in  case  of  the  death  or  necessary 
absence  of  the  President,  and  shall  also  appoint  a  Clerk, 
who,  for  his  services,  shall  receive  such  salary  as  may  be 
judged  reasonable  by  the  General  Convention.  And  the 
said  Committee  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from  time  to 
time,  and  to  such  place  as  tliey  think  fit  and  convenient, 
and  if  exigencies  should  occur  that  may  render  an  inter- 
mediate meeting  of  the  said  Committee  necessary,  the  Pre- 
sident, or,  in  case  of  his  absence,  the  Vice-President,  may 
convene  the  said  Committee  or  any  six  of  them,  and  pro- 
ceed to  do  business  as  if  such  meeting  was  regularly  ap- 
pointed. Provided,  that  in  case  of  the  death,  sickness,  or 
necessary  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice-President, 
the  said  Committee  may  choose  other  of  their  Members  to 
either  office  pro  tempore. 

And  the  said  Committee,  or  a  majority  of  any  six  or 
more  Members  being  present,  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  grant  Commissions  under  their  hands  to  any 
Officer  or  Officers,  and  to  appoint  any  Commissioners, 
Paymasters,  Commissaries,  or  Contractors,  pursuant  to  the 
several  Ordinances  and  Resolutions  of  this  Convention,  and 
to  issue  their  Warrants  from  time  to  time  to  the  Treasurer 
appointed  by  this  Convention,  or  pursuant  to  their  Ordi- 
nance, for  the  payment  of  all  such  sums  of  Money  as  are 
or  shall  be  directed  to  be  paid  by  this  Convention  to  any 
person  whatsoever,  or  shall  be  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the 
said  Committee  to  any  Commissioner,  Paymaster,  Commis- 
sary, or  Contractor,  either  for  Provisions,  Clothing,  Tents, 
Arms,  or  other  incidental  charges,  and  for  their  expenses 
and  trouble  in  procuring  the  same  ;  and,  in  general,  to  carry 
into  complete  and  full  execution  all  and  every  the  Ordi- 
nances and  Resolutions  of  this  Convention,  according  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof. 

Anil  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  said  Committee  of 
Safety,  or  a  majority  of  them  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  full 
power,  from  time  to  time,  to  superintend,  direct  and  appoint 
stations,  marches,  and  encampments,  for  the  Regular  Forces 
to  be  raised,  so  that  they  may  be,  on  all  emergencies,  em- 
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ployed  for  the  more  effectual  assistance  and  defence  of  any 
part  of  tlie  country  most  exposed  to  danger ;  and  they  shall, 
moreover,  have  full  power  and  authority  to  call  forth  into 
actual  service  any  Detachments  or  Companies  of  Minute- 
Men,  or  any  parts  of  the  Militia  from  any  District  or  County 
within  this  Colony,  having  regard  to  the  convenience  and 
vicinity  of  such  District  or  County  to  the  place  of  imme- 
diate danger,  and  also  to  the  internal  security  of  such  Dis- 
trict or  County.  And  if  any  Companies  of  Minute-Men 
or  Militia  shall  he  called  out,  pursuant  to  the  power  given 
the  chief  Commanding  Ollicer  or  other  Officers,  the  said 
Committee  shall  and  may  judge  and  determine  on  the  ne- 
cessity or  propriety  of  making  such  draughts,  and  give  such 
orders,  as  to  discharging  or  continuing  them  in  service,  as 
to  the  said  Committee  shall  seem  most  expedient  and  neces- 
sary for  the  advantage  and  security  of  the  publick. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  in  case  of  any  extra- 
ordinary exigency,  the  said  Committee  shall  have  power  to 
call  in  any  assistance  that  may  be  necessary,  and  can  be 
jirocured,  from  either  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies;  and, 
if  required  by  such  Colonies  as  may  be  exposed  to  danger, 
shall  likewise  have  power  to  send  them  any  assistance  from 
this  country  that  can  be  conveniently  spared. 

Provided,  always,  That  the  Militia  at  large  of  any  Coun- 
ty shall  not  be  called  into  actual  service,  except  in  cases  of 
the  most  urgent  and  imminent  danger,  nor  continued,  on 
any  pretence  whatever,  longer  on  duty  than  their  places 
can  be  supplied  by  Minute-Men,  to  be  drawn  from  the 
most  convenient  Districts.  And  all  chief  and  commanding 
officers,  as  well  of  the  Regulars  as  of  the  Minute-INlen  and 
Militia,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  pay  strict 
obedience  to  such  orders  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time 
receive  fiom  the  said  Conmiittee  of  Safety;  and  if  any 
chief  or  other  commanding  officer  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
so  to  do,  the  said  Committee  shall  make  a  full  report  of 
such  misconduct  to  the  next  Convention. 

And  whereas,  till  the  Forces  are  raised  and  embodied, 
it  may  be  necessary,  to  the  security  of  the  Country,  that 
the  Militia  and  Volunteer  Companies  should  be  called  into 
service,  Be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  said  Committee 
of  Safety  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  call  into 
service,  in  cases  of  danger,  to  be  judged  of  by  the  said 
Committee,  so  many  Volunteer  Comi)anies,  and  such  parts 
of  the  Militia,  as  they  may  think  necessary  for  the  defence 
and  security  of  any  part  of  the  Country,  and  shall  appoint 
some  fit  and  able  person  or  persons  to  command  the  same, 
as  need  may  require.  And  the  said  Volunteers  and  Militia 
shall  be  entitled  to,  and  receive  the  same  allowances  as  are 
appointed  for  the  Militia  in  other  cases. 

And  ill  order  to  obtain  the  most  authentick  intelligence 
in  all  matters  of  importance,  and  to  avoid  false  alarms.  Be 
it  further  ordained,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  shall 
keep  up  a  correspondence  with  the  Committees  of  the  sev- 
eral Counties  and  Corporations,  the  Commanding  Officers, 
as  well  of  the  Regulars  as  the  Minute-Men,  and  shall  have 
full  power  to  appoint  a  suflicient  number  of  look-outs  and 
advice  boats,  at  proper  stations,  and  to  engage  necessary 
expresses,  in  different  parts  of  the  Country,  to  be  in  con- 
stant readiness  to  set  out  on  the  shortest  notice,  and  shall 
issue  their  warrants,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Treasurer, 
for  paying  the  same. 

And  the  said  Committee  of  Safely  shall  cause  all  their 
proceedings  and  transactions  to  be  fairly  entered  in  a  book 
or  books,  to  he  provided  at  the  publick  expense  for  that 
purpose,  which  shall  be  laid  before  the  next  Convention,  to 
whom  the  said  Committee  shall  be  accountable  for  their 
conduct  touching  the  premises,  in  every  respect  whatever. 
And  each  Member  of  the  said  t'ommittee  shall  receive  for 
his  trouble  and  expenses  in  discharging  the  duties  of  his 
office,  and  the  important  trust  hereby  reposed  in  him,  such 
reasonable  allowance  as  may  be  thought  fit  by  the  General 
Convention. 

And  for  the  better  security  of  the  Publick  Treasury  and 
Publick  Records  in  the  different  parts  of  the  Country,  Be  it 
further  ordained,  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  shall,  in  case  of  apparent  danger,  have 
full  power  to  cause  the  said  Treasury  and  Records  to  bo 
removed,  at  the  publick  expense,  to  such  place  or  places 
of  safety  as  they  shall  think  tit  and  necessary. 

Whereas  it  is  provided,  by  an  Ordinance  passed  this  Con- 
vention for  raising  a  number  uf  men  for   the   protection  of 


this  Colony,  that  several  Officers  shall  be  appointed  by 
District  Committees,  composed  of  Deputies  from  different 
Counties;  and  whereas,  from  the  usual  method  of  conduct- 
ing the  business  of  Committees,  the  Chairmen  are  not  al- 
lowed to  vote  on  any  question,  except  in  cases  where  the 
other  Members  are  equally  divided  in  opinion,  which  in 
this  instance  may  be  attended  with  inconvenience  :  Be  it 
ordained.  That  in  all  appointments  of  officers  by  a  Dis- 
trict Committee,  the  Chairman  of  such  Committee  shall 
have  equal  right  to  vote  in  common  with  the  other  Mem- 
bers, though  they  should  not  be  equally  divided  ;  and  in 
case  it  should  happen  that  the  whole  Committee,  including 
the  Chairman,  is  equally  divided,  the  matter  sliall  be  fairly 
represented  by  the  District  Committee  to  the  Committee 
of  Safijty,  who  shall  have  full  power  to  determine  the  elec- 
tion in  favour  of  such  of  the  candidates  as  they  may  think 
fit,  and  grant  their  commission  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  said  Committee  of 
Safety  shall  have  power,  and  they  are  hereby  desired,  to 
collect  together  all  the  Arms  lately  taken  away  from  the 
Publick  Magazine,  and  all  other  Arms  purchased  at  the 
publick  expense,  at  some  place  most  convenient  for  that 
purpose,  and^  that  they  repay  the  expense  incurred  by  re- 
pairing the  same;  and  also  all  such  Ammunition  and  war- 
like Stores  as  are  now  the  publick  property  in  this  Colony, 
or  may  hereafter  be  purchased  on  the  publick  account,  and 
dispose  of  such  Arms,  Ammunition,  and  Stores,  as  they 
shall  judge  most  conducive  to  the  safety  of  this  Colony, 
until  the  further  order  of  this  or  some  other  Convention. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  any  person  who  shall 
hereafter  accept  of  any  office  of  profit  or  pecuniary  ap- 
pointment under  the  Crown,  shall  be  disqualified  from  sit- 
ting or  voting  in  the  Committee  of  Safety;  and  no  Member 
of  the  Committee  of  Satiety  shall  hold  any  military  office 
whatever,  after  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  the  Con- 
vention. And  that  the  said  Committee  of  Safety  shall 
continue  in  office,  and  exercise  the  powers  hereby  given 
them,  until  the  sitting  of  the  next  General  Convention,  or 
for  one  year,  in  case  the  Convention  should  not  meet  within 
that  time.  

IV.  An  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  election  of  Dele- 
gates and  ascertaining  their  allowances,  atid  also  for 
regulating  the  election  of  Committee- Men  in  the  several 
Counties  and  Corporations  uithin  this  Colony,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 
Whereas,  by  the  unhappy  ditTerences  subsisting  between 
Great  Britain  and  this  Colony,  the  usual  meetings  of  the 
General  Assembly,  deliberations  on  the  situation  of  the 
Country,  and  making  ])rovision  for  the  exigencies  of  Gov- 
ernment in  a  constitutional  way,  are  altogether  obstructed  : 
for  these  reasons  it  is  become  indispensably  necessary  for 
the  oppressed  people  of  this  Country,  at  a  crisis  so  alarm- 
ing, to  adopt  such  other  mode  of  consulting  and  providing 
for  the  general  safety,  as  may  seem  most  conducive  to  that 
great  end  : 

2.  Therefore,  be  it  declared  and  ordained,  by  the  Dele- 
gates of  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  inihe  Co- 
lony of  Virginia,  assembled  in  General  Convention,  and  it 
is  hereby  declared  and  ordained.  That  the  Freeholders  of 
every  County  within  this  Colony,  who  are  by  law  properly 
qualified  to  vote  for  Burgesses,  shall  have  the  liberty  and 
privilege  of  choosing  annually  two  of  the  most  fit  and  able 
men,  being  Freeholders  of  such  County,  respectively,  to  be 
l)resent,  and  to  act  and  vote  in  all  General  Conventions, 
which  from  time  to  time,  and  at  any  time  thereafter,  shall 
be  held  within  this  Dominion  ;  and,  also,  that  the  Free- 
holders of  the  several  and  respective  Corporations,  and 
Town  o(  James  City,  and  others  by  law  qualified  to  vote 
for  a  Citizen  or  Burgess,  shall  have  the  liberty  of  electing 
one  Delegate,  to  be  present,  and  to  act  and  vote  in  the 
General  Convention  ;  and  the  Landholders  of  the  District 
of  IVest-Augusta  shall  be  considered  as  a  distinct  County, 
and  have  the  liberty  of  sending  two  Delegates  to  represent 
them  in  General  Convention  as  aforesaid. 

3.  And  for  the  more  regular  and  proper  electing  the  said 
Delegates,  It  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained.  That  the 
following  rules  and  methods  shall  be  observed,  to  wit :  The 
elections  of  Delegates  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corpo- 
rations, and  the  Town  of  Jajncs  City,  within  this  Colony, 
shall    be   in  the   month  of  A2)ril  annually,  on  the  several 
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days  appointed  by  law  for  tlie  holding  of  ilie  County  or 
Corporation  Courts,  respectively,  and  at  the  places  where 
such  Courts  are  accustomed  to  be  held,  and  sliall  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Sheriffs  of  the  respective  Counties,  and 
Mayors  of  the  City  of  fVilliamsbnrgk  and  Borough  of  iV'or- 
folk;  or  in  case  any  Sheriff  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  act, 
or  there  be  no  Siieriff  or  Mayor,  then  the  Clerk  of  the 
Committee  for  such  County  or  Corporation,  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  directed  by  law  in  the  election  of  Burgesses 
in  this  Colony.  And  the  Sheriff  or  Mayor,  or  Clerk  of 
the  Conuiiittee,  shall  have  the  same  privilege  of  preferring 
and  returning  any  Delegate,  regularly  elected,  as  by  law  is 
given  to  the  Sheriff  in  the  election  of  Burgesses,  in  case 
any  two  candidates  may  happen  to  have  an  equal  number 
of  votes. 

4.  Provided,  ahvays,  That  the  election  of  Delegates  for 
the  Town  of  James  City,  and  the  College  of  JJ'illiam  and 
Mary,  shall  be  on  the  same  day  and  place  appointed  for 
the  County  oi  James  City,  and  shall  be  conducted  by  the 
Sheriff  or  Clerk  of  the  Committee  for  such  County,  in 
manner  hereinbefore  directed;  and  after  the  election  shall 
be  made,  in  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  directed,  the  Siieriff 
or  Mayor,  or  Clerk  of  the  Committee,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
deliver  to  each  of  the  Delegates  elected  a  certificate,  under 
iiis  hand  and  seal,  that  sucli  Delegate  was  duly  elected  for 
his  County  or  Corporation,  to  serve  in  General  Convention 
for  one  year  then  next  following.  And,  further,  the  said 
Sheriff  or  Mayor,  or  Clerk  of  the  Committee,  shall  deliver 
to  any  candidate  requiring  the  same,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a 
fair  attested  copy  of  the  poll  taken  by  him. 

5.  And  it  is  hereby  further  declared  and  ordained.  That, 
in  case  of  the  death  or  incapacity  of  any  Member  of  the 
General  Convention,  the  President  of  the  said  Convention, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
issue  his  order,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  for  the  election  of 
a  Delegate  to  fill  up  such  vacancy,  to  be  directed  to  the 
Sheriff,  Mayor,  or  Clerk  of  the  Committee  of  that  County 
or  Corporation  where  such  vacancy  has  happened  ;  and 
thereupon  such  Sheriff,  Mayor,  or  Clerk,  shall  appoint  some 
day,  not  exceeding  twenty,  nor  imder  ten  days,  after  the 
receipt  of  such  order,  for  the  election  of  a  Delegate  ac- 
cordingly, and  shall  publish  notice,  and  proceed  to  the 
election  of  a  Delegate,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  by  law 
directed  in  the  case  of  an  election  of  a  Burgess,  to  be  made 
during  the  silting  of  any  General  Assembly. 

6.  And  be  it  further  declared  and  ordained,  That  the 
Delegates  so  elected  shall  meet  annually  in  General  Con- 
vention on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  and  shall  have  power 
to  adjourn  from  time  to  time  ;  and  if,  during  their  recess, 
it  shall  appear  to  the  President,  or,  in  case  of  his  death  or 
absence,  to  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Esq.,  or  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  that  a  meeting  of  the  Convention  is  neces- 
sary sooner  than  the  time  to  which  they  stand  adjourned, 
he  or  they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  by  adver- 
tisement published  in  the  t'irginia  Gazette,  or,  in  case  of 
exigency,  by  expresses  despatched  to  the  Delegates  of  the 
respective  Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony, 
to  summon  the  said  Delegates  to  meet  and  sit  in  Conven- 
tion, at  such  time  as  he  shall  appoint;  the  place  of  each 
meeting  to  be  appointed  by  the  Convention,  at  their  session 
next  preceding.  And  every  Delegate  attending  in  Con- 
vention, if  the  same  shall  be  appointed  and  held  at  fVil- 
liamsburgh,  shall  bo  paid  for  his  attendance  in  the  same 
manner  as  by  law  the  Burgesses  are  allowed  for  attending 
the  General  Assembly;  and  where  the  Convention  shall  be 
at  any  other  place  than  JVilliamsburgh,  then  the  said  Dele- 
gates shall  be  allowed  respectively  for  their  attendance  in 
the  same  manner,  and  for  travelling,  at  the  rate  of  four 
Pence  per  mile  for  coining,  and  the  same  for  returning,  and 
all  ferriages  by  them  actually  advanced,  which  allowances 
to  the  said  Delegates  shall  be  paid  as  by  law  the  payment 
of  the  Burgesses'  wages  is  directed. 

7.  And  whereas  the  critical  and  dangerous  state  of  this 
Country  made  it  expedient  to  bold  two  former  Conven- 
tions, to  wit:  the  one  in  the  City  of  WiUiamsburgh,  on 
the  first  day  of  ^li/ifKs^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-four,  and  the  other  in  the  Town  of  Richmond,  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  March  last,  and  it  is  reasonable  and 
just  that  the  Members  who  attended  the  said  Conventions 
should  be  allowed  for  the  same:  Be  it  hereby  ordained. 
That  the  Delegates  respectively  shall  have  the  same  allow- 


ances for  attending  the  two  Conventions  aforesaid,  and  also 
this  present  Convention,  that  are  herein  provided  for  and 
allowed  to  the  Delegates  who  may  attend  any  future  Con- 
vention. 

8.  And  it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained.  That  any 
person  who  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be  appointed  Sheriff 
or  Mayor  of  any  County  or  Corporation  in  this  Colony,  or 
Clerk  of  any  County  or  Corporation  Committee,  or  Col- 
lector of  any  taxes,  duties,  or  levies,  that  may  be  imposed 
by  the  General  Convention,  or  any  person  that  is  already 
appointed  to,  or  shall  accept  of  any  military  post  of  profit, 
except  in  any  Regiment  or  Battalion  of  Miiuite-Men  which 
may  be  hereafter  established,  shall  not  be  capable  of  sitting 
or  voting  as  a  Member  of  the  General  Convention  ;  and  in 
all  such  cases  there  shall  be  a  new  election  of  a  Member, 
to  fill  up  the  vacancy,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  person 
was  naturally  dead. 

9.  And  it  is  hereby  further  declared  and  ordained, 
That  all  Clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  all  dis- 
senting ministers  or  teachers,  shall  be  incapable  of  being 
elected  as  a  Delegate,  or  sitting  and  voting  in  Convention. 
And  any  person  who  shall  hereafter  accept  any  office  of 
profit,  or  pecuniary  appointment,  under  the  Crown,  or  shall 
have  procured  himself  to  be  elected  by  bribery,  in  giving 
money,  or  any  publick  entertainment  of  meat  or  drink,  or 
made  any  promise  to  do  so  to  the  electors,  or  by  any  other 
corrupt  practices,  shall  be  disqualified  from  sitting  or  voting 
in  the  General  Convention,  the  General  Congress,  Council 
of  Safety,  or  County  or  Corporation  Committees ;  and  in 
all  such  cases  the  same  jiroceedings  shall  be  had  as  if  the 
person  so  accepting  was  naturally  dead. 

10.  And  whereas  the  mode  hitherto  pursued  in  electing 
Committee-Men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations 
in  this  Colony,  under  the  Continental  Association,  has  not 
been  uniformly  the  same,  and  many  inconveniences  have 
arisen  by  the  supernumerary  Committee-Men  elected  in 
some  Counties;  and  whereas,  also,  no  limitation  has  been 
fixed  for  their  continuing  to  discharge  that  duty,  and  they 
may  assume  to  themselves  a  power  of  acting  under  their 
present  appointments  at  all  times  in  future,  which  is  incom- 
patible with  the  principles  of  representation,  and  the  just 
control  that  the  electors  ought  to  have  over  them  :  For 
the  removing  the  present  inconveniences,  and  better  regu- 
lating the  elections  of  Committee-Men  hereafter.  It  is  here- 
by declared  and  ordained,  That  the  Freeholders  of  every 
County  and  Corporation  within  this  Colony,  and  others  wlio 
are  by  law  qualified  to  vote  at  an  election  of  Burgesses, 
and  the  Landholders  in  the  District  of  JVest- Augusta,  as 
hereafter  described,  shall  have  the  liberty  and  privilege  of 
electing  annually  twenty-one  of  the  most  discreet,  fit,  and 
able  men  of  theirCounty  or  Corporation,  being  Freeholders. 
to  act  as  a  Committee  for  carrying  into  execution  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  such  other  measures  as  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, or  General  Convention  of  this  Colony,  have,  or  here- 
after may,  from  time  to  time,  direct  and  ordain,  and  for- 
warding all  publick  expresses  of  importance,  the  ex]jensc 
of  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  publick.  And  the  said  Com- 
mittees shall  have  power  to  appoint,  out  of  their  Members. 
a  Committee  of  Correspondence,  and  such  other  Sub-Com- 
mittees as  may  be  found  necessary,  to  superintend  the  dif- 
ferent Districts  of  their  respective  Counties  or  Corpora- 
tions, with  an  appeal,  where  any  person  shall  think  himself 
aggrieved,  to  the  County  or  Corporation  Committee  at  large, 
and  accountable  to  them  for  all  their  proceedings. 

11.  And  for  the  more  regular  electing  such  Committee. 
It  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained,  That  the  following 
rules  and  methods  shall  be  observed,  that  is  to  say:  The 
elections  of  Committee-Men  in  the  several  Counties  and 
Corporations  within  this  Colony  shall  be  in  the  month  of 
November  annually,  on  the  several  days  appointed  by  law 
for  the  holding  of  the  County  or  Corporation  Courts  respec- 
tively, and  at  the  places  where  such  Courts  are  accustomed 
to  be  held  ;  at  which  elections  the  Freeholders,  and  others 
qualified  as  aforesaid,  shall  appear  and  deliver  in  to  the 
Chairman,  or,  in  case  of  his  absence,  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Committee,  a  list  of  such  persons  as  may  be  judged  the 
most  discreet,  fit,  and  able,  to  serve  as  Committee-Men  as 
aforesaid,  which  several  lists  shall  be  fairly  counted  by  the 
Chairman  or  Clerk  of  the  Committee,  in  the  presence  of 
so  many  of  the  Committee  as  may  choose  to  attend  the 
same,  and  publication  shall  be  made  of  the  several  persons 
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tliat  appear  to  have  a  majority 

declared,  in  such  case,  to  be  duly  elected  a  Committee  to 

serve  as  aforesaid.  r  ,     r^  r  v 

]-2.  And  whereas  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  ol  ± m- 
castle,  and  the  District  of  ^Vest- Augusta,  although  long 
possessed  of  their  lands  under  surveys,  entries,  or  orders  ol 
Council,  have  few  of  them  obtained  patents  lor  the  same, 
which  have  been  obstructed  without  any  default  in  them, 
who,  having  performed  what  is  required  on  their  part,  have 
an  equitable  interest  in  their  lands,  and  ought  to  share  in 
the  representation,  in  Conventions  and  Committees,  with 


of  votes,  who  are  hereby  provided  for,  shall  be  ordered,  governed,  judged,  and  de- 
cided, according  to  the  law  for  regulating  the  elections  of 
Burgesses,  and  not  otherwise. 


V.  Ah  Ordinance  for  appointing  Commissioners  to  settle 
the  Accounts  of  the  Militia  lately  dratvn  out  into  actual 
service,  and  for  making  provision  to  pay  the  same,  as 
well  as  the  expense  of  raising  and  providing  for  the 
Forces  and  Minute-Men  directed  to  be  embodied  for  the 
defence  of  this  Colony. 
Whereas  his  Excellency  the  Governour,  at  the  opening 


other  [landholders  in  this  Colony:   Be  it  therefore  declared  of  the  laie  General  Assembly,  did,  amongst  other  tilings, 

and  ordained,  That  every  free  white  man  who,  at  the  time  recommend   that  provision  should   be  made  for  defraying 

of  elections  for  Delegates  or  Committee-.Men  in  the  said  the  expenses  of  tlie  late  expedition  against  the  Indians, 

County  or  District,  respectively,  shall  have  been  for  one  and  paying  the  Militia  drawn  out  into  actual  service;  and 

year  preceding  in   possession  of  twenty-five  acres  of  land,  in    pursuance    of    that    recommendation,    His    Majesty's 

with  a  house  and  plantation  thereon,  or  one  hundred  acres  Council,  and  the  House  of  Burgesses,  did   pass  a  Bill,  as 

of  land  without  a  house  or  plantation,  in  such  County  or  well  for  making  such   provision,  as  for  discharging  many 

District,  claiming  an  estate  for  life  at  least  in  the  said  land,  other  publick  claims  in  the  best  and  only  melhod  the  cir- 

his  own  right  or  in  right  of  his  wife,  shall  have  a  vote,  cumstances  of  the  Country  would  admit  of;  hut  the  Govern- 


or be  capable  of  being  chosen  at  such  elections,  respectively, 
although  no  legal  title  in  the  land  shall  have  been  conveyed 
to  sucii  possessor.  And  to  the  end  that  no  persons  shall 
vote  at  such  elections  who  are  not  qualified  to  do  so,  the 
Committee  of  the  County  or  Corporation  shall  previously 
appoint  three  fit  persons  to  superintend  the  election,  who, 


jr  thought  fit  to  refuse  his  assent  to  the  said  Bill,  wliereby 
many  of  the  inhabitants,  particularly  in  the  frontiers  of 
this  Colony,  are  left  in  the  greatest  distress,  from  which 
there  is  no  prospect  of  their  being  relieved  but  by  the 
interposition  of  this  Convention  : 

And  whereas  the  House  of  Burgesses  afterwards  judged 


being  first  sworn,  shall  determine  all  disputes  about  the  right  it  necessary  to  appoint  certain  Commissioners  for  settling 

of  a  person  to  vote  who  shall  oiler  any  list ;  and  if  he  shall  the   Accounts  of  the  said   Militia,  and   did  approve  and 

be  adjuged  not  to  have  such  right,  his  list  shall  not  be  re-  confirm  a  report  from  their  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 

ceived.  by  which  the   demands  of  many   other   publick  creditors 

\.i.  And  it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained.  That  a  were  liquidated  and  ascertained,  but,  by  reason  of  the  low 

Coiiimitlee  elected  as  aforesaid,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  state  of  the  Publick  Treasury,  cannot  be  paid  in  any  rea- 

have  full  power  to  elect  one  of  their  body  as  Chairman,  to  sonable  time  without  some  further  provision: 
))reside  at  all  their  meetings,  and  may  appoint  any  person,  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Delegates  and  Representatives  of 

willing  to  undertake  the  same,  to  olliciate  as  Clerk  to  them,  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  within  the  Colony 

who  shall  have  such  annual  allowance  as  ihe  Committee  and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  vow  met  in  O'cneral  Conven- 

sliall  think  reasonable,  to  be  levied  by  the  Court  of  the  tion,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 


County  or  Corporation,  and  may,  at  any  time  or  times 
during  their  appointment,  convene  themselves,  and  hear, 
consider,  and  determine,  on  all  such  matters  as  may  fall 
properly  under  their  cognizance,  according  to  the  nature 
and  intention  of  their  institution  ;  and  shall  keep  a  true  and 


TUal  Archibald  Cary,  William  Cabtll,  William  Fleming, 
John  ll'inn,  and  John  Nicholas,  Gentlemen,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  appointed  Commissioners  for  the  Counties  of 
Fincastle,  Botetourt,  Culpepper,  Fittsylvania,  Halifax, 
and  Bedford,  and   that  part  of  Augusta   which  lies  to  the 


faithful  journal  of  their  proceedings,  which  shall  be  read  by  eastward  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  ;  and  Richard  Lee, 

the  Clerk,  and  signed  by  the  Chairman,  at  every  meeting  Francis  Feyton,  Josias  Clapham,  Henry  Lee,  and  Thomas 

of  such  Committee.     And,  moreover,  in  case  of  the  death  Blackburn,  Gentlemen,  for  the  other  Counties,  and  for  that 

or  resignation  of  the  Chairman,  or  Clerk  appointed  as  afore-  part  of  the  County  of  Augusta  which  lies  to  the  westward 

said,  tile  said  Committee,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  have  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and    for   the   Provinces   of 

full  authority  to  fill  up  any  vacancy  occasioned  thereby,  by  Maryland  and  Fennsylvania,  to  examine,  state,  and  settle 


election  or  appointment,  m  manner  as  aforesaid.  Frovided, 
nevertheless,  That  the  Committees  elected  as  aforesaid  shall, 
in  all  their  inquiries  and  decisions,  confine  themselves  within 
the  line  of  duty  prescribed  by  the  Continental  Congress  and 
the  General  Convention,  and  shall  not  assume  to  themselves 
any  other  power  or  authority  whatever. 


he  accounts  of  such  Pay,  Provisions,  Arms,  and  Ammuni- 
tion, and  othernecessaries  furnished  the  Militia  of  the  Coun- 
ties for  which  they  are  appointed  Commissioners,  and  all 
demands  against  this  Colony  on  account  thereof;  who  shall 
be  allowed  for  their  trouble  therein  twenty-five  Shillings 
per  day  each.     And  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  three 


■1.  And  for  preventing  the  interruption  to  business  that  or  more  of  them,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered 
may  frequently  liap[)en  through  the  necessary  or  unavoid-  and  required,  to  meet  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  at  such 
able  absence  of  the  Chairman  or  Clerk  of  the  Committee,  times  and  places  as  they  shall  respectively  think  fit  and 
It  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained.  That  when  any  meet-  convenient,  of  which  publick  notice  shall  be  advertised  at 
ingof  a  Committee  shall  be  regularly  appointed,  and  it  may  the  Court-House  of  each' respective  County,  at  least  one 
so  happen,  through  sickness  orother  causes,  that  the  Chair-  niontli  before  such  meeting,  and  to  adjourn  from  time  to 
man  or  Clerk  shall  fail  to  attend  such  meeting,  the  Com- 
mittee shall  have  the  liberty  and  full  power  lo  choose  or 
appoint,  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  some  other  Chairman  or 
Clerk  10  act  pro  tempore. 

15.  And  to  the  end  this  Ordinance  may  be  duly  carried 
into  execution,  and  the  duties  required  of  certain  persons 
therein  named  faithfully  discharged,  //  is  hereby  further  de- 
clared and  ordained.  That  if  any  Sherifl",  Mayor,  Chairman, 
or  Clerk  of  a  Committee,  or  any  other  person  named  herein, 
who  is  required  to  do  any  particular  act,  or  perform  any 
certain  duly,  shall  perversely,  obstinately,  or  wilfully  refuse 
or  neglect  to  comply  witli  the  directions  of  this  Ordinance, 
such  person  so  oftending,  and  being  adjudged  guilty  thereof 


time  until  the)  shall  have  settled  all  accounts  relating  to 
the  said  Miliiia;  and  shall  have  power  to  call  all  persons 
concerned  in  settling  the  said  accounis  before  them,  and 
examine  them  upon  oath,  or  solemn  allirmation,  as  the  case 
may  require,  which  oath  or  aflirmatbn  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, or  any  one  of  them,  are  hereby  required  to  admin- 
ister, for  their  bettor  information  respecting  any  such 
accounts  or  demands.  And  that  the  said  Commissioners,  or 
any  three  or  more  of  them,  shall  certify  all  accounis  so 
by  them  examined,  stated,  and  settled,  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  appointed  by  this  Convention;  and  the  said 
Commitlee  ol  Safety,  or  any  six  or  more  of  them,  are 
hereby  desired  to  issue  their  warrants  to  the  Treasurer  for 
by  the  Couimittee  of  the  County  or  Corporation  where  that  purpose,  appointed  by  or  pursuant  lo  an  Ordinance  of 
such  delinquency  may  happen,  shall  be  deemed  an  enemy  this  Convention;  and  the  said  Treasurer  shall,  on  or  before 
to  American  liberty  and  the  welfare  of  this  Country,  and  the  first  day  oi' January  next,  pay  the  several  accounis  so 
be  subject  to  the  censures  of  the  Coiilineiiial  Association,  certified,  and  also  such  publick  money  claims,  and  such 
in  such  cases  provided.  other  sums  as  were  apfiroved  of  and  allowed   by  the  reso- 

I(i.  And  it  is  hereby  further  dicliiri:d  and  ordained,  Thai  lulioii^;  of  ihe  Hou^e  of  Burgesses,  at  their  last  meeting,  so 
all  and  every  oilier  case  or  case-,  iii  uUmn  or  tliiiiu'^,  wilhiu  far  as  the  balance  due  on  account  of  the  Publick  Treasury, 
the  purview  of  this  Ordinance,  uiiJ  not  hereby  particularly      in  the  hands  of  the   Treasurer,   a])pointed   by  or  pursuant 
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to  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  may  fall  short  of  dis- 
charging the  same,  out  of  the  money  to  he  raised  by  virtue 
of  this  Ordinance. 

And  whereas  several  Arms  and  other  articles,  Horses, 
and  Live-Stock,  have  been  furnished  for  the  use  of  the 
said  Militia,  some  of  which  have  been  sold  by  command 
of  his  Excellency  the  Governour,  and  part  still  remains 
unsold : 

Se  it  further  ordained,  That  the  said  Commissioners, 
or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  may,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  required,  to  make  inquiry  concerning  such 
sales  as  have  been  made,  and  also  to  nominate  and  appoint, 
under  their  hands  and  seals,  such  persons  as  they  shall 
judge  proper  for  disposing  of  the  Horses,  Live-Stock,  and 
other  articles  (Arms  and  Accoutrements  excepted)  which 
shall  remain  unsold  within  the  Districts  for  which  they  are 
appointed  Commissioners,  and  certify  all  such  sales  to  the 
Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  call  in  the  money  arising  therefrom,  and  apply 
the  same  in  aid  of  the  funds  established  by  this  Ordinance. 

And  L't  it  further  ordained,  That  the  person  or  persons 
so  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  to  sell  and  dispose  of 
such  Horses,  Live-Stock,  and  other  articles,  as  aforesaid, 
which  remain  unsold,  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  account  for  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  for 
the  time  being,  appointed  by  this  Convention,  all  such  sums 
of  money  for  which  tiie  said  several  articles  shall  be  sold  ; 
and  in  case  tiie  said  person  or  persons,  so  to  be  appointed, 
shall  fail  to  account  lor  and  pay  the  same,  on  tlie  motion 
of  the  Treasurer  aforesaid,  the  General  Court,  or  County 
Court  where  such  person  lives,  shall  and  may  give  judg- 
ment against  him  or  them  for  the  several  sums  lor  which 
the  said  several  articles  sold,  provided  ten  days'  previous 
notice  be  given  to  the  party  against  whom  the  said  motion 
is  intended  to  be  made. 

And  whereas  the  said  Bill,  which  passed  tlie  Council 
and  the  House  of  liurgesses  at  the  last  meeting,  settled  the 
pay  of  the  said  Militia  as  followeth,  that  is  to  say  :  Of  the 
Chief  Olhcer  commissioned  by  the  Governour,  or  Com- 
mander-in-Chief for  that  expedition,  at  twenty-five  Shil- 
lings;  of  a  County  Lieutenant,  at  twenty  Shillings;  of  a 
Colonel,  at  fifteen  Shillings ;  of  a  Lieutenant-Colonel,  at 
thirteen  Shillings  and  six  Pence;  of  a  Major,  at  twelve  Shil- 
lings and  six  Pence ;  of  a  Captain,  at  ten  Shillings ;  of  a 
Lieutenant,  at  seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence;  of  an  Ensign, 
at  six  Shillings  ;  of  a  Quartermaster  and  Adjutant,  six 
Shillings  each  ;  of  a  Sergeant,  at  two  Shillings  and  six 
Pence;  of  a  Corporal,  at  two  Shillings;  of  a  Drummer,  at 
two  Shillings  ;  of  a  Private,  at  one  Shilling  and  six  Pence  ; 
of  every  Scout,  at  five  Shillings  per  day  :  And  whereas  it 
is  represented  to  this  Convention,  that  the  very  important 
services  of  the  Militia  on  the  late  expedition  well  deserved 
such  pay.  Be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  said  Com- 
missioners shall  and  may  allow,  in  the  settlement  of  all 
accounts  for  pay  of  the  said  Militia,  the  several  rates  be- 
forementioned. 

And  whereas  tiiere  is  reason  to  believe  that  some  design- 
ing persons  have  taken  advantage  of  the  ignorance  and 
necessity  of  the  Soldiers,  and  others  who  have  claims  against 
the  Colony  for  pay  and  other  services  done  on  the  said 
expedition.  Be  it  ordained,  That  the  Commissioners  herein 
named  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  same  ;  and,  on  dis- 
covery of  any  such  practice,  that  they  do  not  grant  a  cer- 
tificate to  any  such  assignees  for  any  larger  sum  than  they 
paid  for  the  same,  and  allow  the  balance  to  the  first  pro- 
prietor of  such  claim. 

And  whereas,  besides  what  may  be  due  to  the  Militia, 
there  were  several  considerable  sums  icsolved  by  the 
Council  and  House  of  Burgesses,  at  their  late  meeting,  to 
be  paid  to  the  wounded  Olficers  and  Soldiers  ;  and  there 
are  further  sums  due  to  other  publick  creditors,  and  by  an 
Ordinance  passed  this  present  Convention,  entitled  "  An 
Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for 
the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,"  a  number 
of  Ilegular  Forces  are  directed  to  be  raised,  and  certain  of 
the  Militia,  under  the  denomination  af  Minute-Men,  are 
appointed  to  be  trained  more  frequently,  who,  as  well  as  the 
residue  of  the  Militia,  may  be  drawn  out  into  actual  service, 
for  the  purpose  of  such  defence,  and  it  is  necessary  to 
make  provision  for  the  pay  anrl  subsistence  of  the  said 
Forces  and  Militia,  as  well  us  for  the  sums  due  upon  the 


said  resolutions,  and  to  other  publick  creditors :  Be  it 
therefore  further  ordained  and  declared.  That  the  Treasurer 
for  the  time  being,  appointed  by  or  pursuant  to  an  Ordi- 
nance of  Convention,  out  of  the  publick  money  in,  or  which 
shall  come  to  his  hands,  upon  warrants  from  time  to  time 
from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  shall  pay  all  such  sums  of 
money  as  shall  be  necessary  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  said  recited  Ordinance;  and  shall,  moreover,  uiiliout 
such  warrants,  pay  to  the  several  persons  named  in  the 
said  schedule  the  respective  sums  therein  stated  to  be  due 
to  them,  and  other  publick  creditors  who  have  stated  allow- 
ances, on  or  before  the  fiist  day  ol'  January  next. 

And  for  raising  the  Money  which  will  be  necessary  for 
the  several  purposes  aforesaid.  Be  it  further  ordained  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  an  annual  tax  or  duty  of 
forty  Shillings  upon  every  Coach,  Chariot,  or  four-wlieel 
Carriage,  except  common  Wagons,  and  twenty  Shillings 
for  every  Chair  or  two-wheel  Chaise,  to  be  paid  by  the 
proprietor  thereof,  the  first  of  each  payments  to  be  made 
on  the  tenth  day  oi  June  next,  and  to  continue  the  seven 
following  years;  also  a  tax  or  duty  of  three  Shillings  and 
nine  Pence  lor  every  tilhable  person,  to  be  paid  on  the 
said  tenth  day  of  June  yearly,  by  such  tithable  person,  if 
a  free  man,  or  by  the  parent  or  guardian,  if  an  infant,  or  the 
master  or  owners  of  the  servants  or  slaves,  resjjecti  vely ;  and 
also  a  duty  or  tax  of  four  Shillings  for  every  hundred 
acres  of  land,  and  after  that  rate  for  a  greater  or  lesser 
quantity,  to  be  paid  on  the  said  tenth  day  oi  June  yearly, 
by  the  proprietor,  or  the  parents  or  guardians  of  infants, 
if  resident  in  the  County  where  tiie  lands  lie,  or  by  their 
respective  tenants,  stewards,  or  overseers,  in  case  such 
proprietor,  parent,  or  guardian  shall  live  in  another  Coun- 
ty, to  be  repaid  them  by  the  proprietor  ;  the  first  of  each 
ot  the  said  annual  taxes  lo  be  ])aid  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  continue  for 
six  years  thereafter. 

Brouidcd,  a/ways,  and  be  it  further  ordained.  That 
no'Jiing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  so  as  to  alter 
any  contract  heretofore  made  between  landlords  and  their 
tenants,  whereby  the  payment  of  taxes  shall  have  been 
stipulated  to  be  made  by  either  of  them. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  every  person  charge- 
able with  the  said  duties  or  taxes  shall,  at  the  time"  of 
delivering  in  his  list  of  tithables,  also  give  in  a  list  of  his 
or  her  wheel  carriages  subject  to  the  tax  hereby  imposed; 
and  the  proprietor,  parent,  or  guardian,  tenant,  steward  or 
overseer,  respectively,  as  aforesaid,  shall  give  in  the  quanti- 
ty of  land  by  liiin  or  her  held,  or  on  which  they  shall  live, 
within  the  County,  to  the  several  Justices,  or  other  persons 
appointed  to  take  such  lists  of  tithables,  annually,  under 
the  like  penalty  for  each  failure,  and  to  be  recovered  in  the 
same  manner,  as  is  directed  by  the  Acts  of  Assembly  for 
concealing  tithables. 

Provided,  always.  That  if  the  Collector  of  all  or  any 
of  the  duties  hereby  imposed  shall  discover  any  person  or 
persons  who  are  chargeable  therewith,  and  hath  failed  to 
give  in  his  or  her  list  as  aforesaid,  such  Collector  shall  pro- 
ceed to  collect  or  levy  the  said  duties,  respectively,  and 
account  for  on  oath,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  Landholders  in  the  County  of 
Fincastle,  and  the  District  of  IVest- Augusta,  whose  rights 
of  voting  at  elections  of  Delegates  and  Committee-Men  are 
stated  and  allowed  by  an  Ordinance  of  this  Convention,  shall 
give  in  a  list  of  their  said  lands,  and  the  land  tax  aforesaid 
shall  he  collected  and  paid  for  the  same,  notwithstanding  no 
patents  may  have  been  obtained  for  such  lands.  And  in 
case  of  failure  in  payment  of  the  said  duties  or  taxes,  at 
the  times  hereinbefore  limited  for  the  payment  thereof, 
respectively,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Sherifi'  or  Collector 
of  each  County  to  levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of 
the  slaves,  goods,  or  chattels,  of  the  person  so  failing,  in 
like  manner  as  is  provided  in  case  of  other  distresses;  and 
where  there  are  no  effects  to  be  found  upon  the  lands  here- 
by chargeable  with  the  said  land  tax,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Sheriff  or  Collector  of  the  County  where  the  lands  lie, 
or  the  SherifT  or  Collector  of  the  County  where  the  pro- 
prietor lives,  to  levy  the  said  tax  upon  the  estate  of  such 
projirietor.  wherever  the  same  can  be  found,  x^nd  every 
Sheriff  or  Collector  of  the  duties  or  taxes  aforesaid  shall 
account  for  and  pay  the  suid  taxes,  due  from  persons  resi- 
ding in  his  County,  alter  being  allowed  for  insulvents,  and 
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a  salary  of  five  per  centum  for  collecling,  to  the  Treasurer 
aforesaid,  on  or  before  the  iwentielh  day  of  November  m 
every  year. 

Anil  be  it  further  orilutneil,  Tliat  there  shall  be  paid  a 
duly  or  tax  "of  forty  Shillings  for  every  ordinary  license, 
and  the  like  sum  for  every  marriage  license,  to  be  paid  by 
the  person  obtaining  the  same  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Court 
before  such  license  shall  be  granted  ;  also  two  Shillings  and 
six  Pence  for  every  original  writ  in  any  action  or  suit  al 
common  law,  and  subpoena  or  subpcjenas  in  Chancery  in 
the  General  Court,  and  for  every  summons  or  petition  for 
lapsed  lands,  and  for  every  caveat  entered  in  the  Secre- 
tary's Odice,  and  one  Shilling  and  three  Pence  for  every 
such  writ  or  subpoena  issued  from  the  County  or  other  In- 
feriour  Courts,  to  be  paid  by  the  plainlilfin  any  such  suit  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Court  before  such  process  shall  be  issued, 
or  caveat  entered,  and  taxed  in  the  bill  of  costs  ;  and,  to- 
gether with  the  iluties  on  ordinary  and  marriage  licenses, 
shall  be  accounted  for  on  oath,  and  paid  to  the  Treasurer 
for  the  lime  being,  appointed  as  aforesaid,  in  the  months  of 
April  and  October  annually,  deducting  after  the  rale  of 
five  per  centum  for  his  trouble  in  receiving  and  paying 
the  same. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Sheriffs  or  Col- 
lectors in  their  several  County  Courts,  to  be  held  next 
after  the  first  day  of  December  next,  shall  give  bond,  with 
sufficient  securities,  in  reasonable  penalties,  payable  to 
Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Esq.,  or  to  the  Treasurer  for  the 
time  being,  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  with  condition  for 
the  due  collection  and  payment  of  all  duties  and  taxes  im- 
posed by  this  Ordinance :  and  that  e\ery  Collector  here- 
after to  be  appointed  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the 
execution  of  his  office,  give  the  like  bond  and  security. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  if  any  SherilFor  Col- 
lector, or  Clerk,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  account  for  and 
pay  the  duties  according  to  the  directions  of  this  Ordinance, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  General  Court,  or  the 
Court  of  the  County  where  such  SherilF  or  Collector,  or 
Clerk,  resides,  upon  a  motion,  to  give  judgment  against 
them  respectively,  and  the  securities  of  such  Sheriffs  or 
Collectors,  for  all  such  duties  so  by  tiiem  usually  received, 
and  thereon  to  award  execution  ;  provided,  that  ten  days' 
previous  notice  be  given  of  such  motion.  And  if  any 
Sheriff  or  Collector  shall  fail  to  attend  and  settle  the  ac- 
counts of  the  moneys  by  him  received,  such  Court  shall  give 
judgment  for  the  penalty  of  his  bond. 

And  whereas  the  remote  payment  of  the  said  taxes,  being 
unavoidably  suspended,  to  suit  the  distressed  circumstances 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  will  not  enable  the 
^^■easurer  to  pay  the  Money  required  by  this  Oidinance  so 
soon  as  the  exigencies  thereof  require,  it  becomes  necessa- 
ry to  circulate  Treasury  IN'otes  in  the  mean  lime,  upon  the 
credit  of  the  said  taxes  and  duties,  as  the  only  expedient 
which  can  bo  adopted:  Be  it  further  ordained,  That  the 
said  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Esq.,  or  the  Treasurer  for 
the  time  being,  appointed  by  or  pursuant  to  an  Ordinance 
of  Convention,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to 
issue  Treasury  Notes  for  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  be 
requisite  for  the  several  purposes  of  this  Ordinance,  not 
exceeding,  in  the  whole,  the  sum  of  Three  Hundred  and 
Fifty  Thousand  Pounds;  and  of  the  Notes  so  to  be  issued 
fifty  thousand  shall  be  of  the  denomination  of  two  Shil- 
lings and  six  Pence,  and  shall  be  signed  by  Henri/  King, 
Gent.,  fifty  thousand  of  the  denomination  of  one  Shilling 
and  three  Pence,  and  shall  be  signed  by  John  Pendleton, 
Jun.,  Gent.,  which  Notes  last  mentioned  shall  be  made  on 
the  best  paper  the  said  Treasurer  shall  be  able  to  procure, 
and  shall  be  formed  with  such  devices  thereon  as  he  shall 
judge  most  likely  to  |)rovent  forgeries  or  counterfeits,  and 
shall  be  numbered  by  ll'illiam  Langliorn  and  Henry  Tazc- 
ivcll.  Gentlemen.  And  Robert  Prciitis  and  Feter  Fellumi 
are  hereby  appointed  overseers  of  the  |)ress,  who,  or  one 
of  them,  shall  constantly  attend  the  printing  the  said  Notes, 
until  the  whole  shall  be  finished,  and  take  care  that  no 
frauds  are  committed  by  the  printer,  his  agents,  or  servants. 
And  if  any  of  the  persons  herein  appointed  to  overlook  the 
press,  or  to  number  or  sign  the  said  Notes,  shall  refuse  to 
undertake  the  tru>t,  or  die  before  his  duty  shall  be  finished, 
the  said  Treasiu'er  shall  appoint  another  person  to  finish 
the  same  in  the  room  of  him  so  dviivi  or  refusing,  of  which 
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Gazette,  and  continued  for  three  weeks.  And  for  their 
services,  the  signers  of  the  Notes  shall  each  of  them  re- 
ceive the  sum  of  fifteen  Shillings  for  every  thousand  Notes 
by  them  signed  ;  the  overseers  of  the  press,  the  sum  of 
fifteen  Pounds  each  ;  and  the  persons  appointed  to  number 
the  said  Notes,  the  sum  of  fifteen  Shillings  for  every  thou- 
sand Notes. 

Provided,  always.  That  if  the  Treasurer  shall  not  be  able 
to  procure  other  paper  for  the  said  one  hundred  thousand 
Notes,  then  the  whole  sums  wanting  shall  be  issued  of  the 
paper  of  which  a  sample  is  now  produced,  in  manner  here- 
inafter directed  for  the  residue. 

And  be  it  farther  declared  and  ordained,  That  all  the 
Notes  necessary  to  be  issued,  over  and  above  the  said  One 
Hundred  Thousand,  shall  be  of  the  paper  of  which  samples 
are  now  produced,  which  shall  be  filled  up  by  Matthew 
Davenport,  or  John  Carter  Litllepage,  who  shall  receive 
for  their  trouble  therein  one  hundred  and  fifty  Poimds,  and 
numbered  by  Bartholomew  Dandridge  or  Henry  Tazewell, 
Gentlemen,  or  in  case  of  the  death  or  inability  of  either  of 
them,  by  such  person  as  the  Treasurer  shall  appoint;  and 
all  the  said  Notes  of  the  value  or  denominalion  of  tw-enty 
Shillings  or  upwards  shall  be  signed  by  Philip  Johnson,  or 
John  Tazewell,  Gentlemen,  and  the  residue  hy  Josiah  Par- 
ker and  George  Lijne,  Gentlemen,  or,  in  case  of  the  death 
or  inability  of  either  of  them,  by  such  other  person  as  the 
Treasurer  shall  appoint,  of  which  notice  shall  be  three 
weeks  published  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  and  shall  be  en- 
dorsed or  countersigned  by  the  Treasurer  for  the  time 
being. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  lHhat  all  the  Notes  to  be 
issued  by  virtue  of  this  Ordinance  shall  be  redeemable  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  until  which  time  they  shall  be  curient  between 
all  persons  within  this  Colony,  and  shall  then  be  taken  in 
and  discharged  by  the  Treasurer  for  the  lime  being  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  burnt  ami  destroyed,  by 
a  Committee,  which  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Convention 
to  examine  and  burn  the  same ;  and  the  persons  so  appoint- 
ed to  number  the  said  Notes  shall  receive  the  sum  of  fifteen 
Shillings  for  every  thousand,  and  the  signers  the  sum  of 
fifteen  Shillings  for  every  thousand,  each,  for  their  trouble; 
and  the  Treasurer  shall  be  allowed  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  Pounds  per  annum  fc^r  his  salary  in  paying  the  same, 
and  for  receiving  the  taxes  imposed  for  the  redemption 
thereof. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall  forge  or  counterfeit,  alter  or  erase  any  such 
Treasury  Notes,  or  tender  in  payment  any  such,  or  demand 
a  redemption  thereof,  knowing  the  same  to  be  forged  or 
counterfeited,  altered  or  erased,  every  person  so  offending, 
and  lawfully  convicted  thereof,  shall  sufl'er  death,  without 
benefit  of  clergy. 

And  whereas  pasting  paper  on  the  back  of  such  Notes 
may  be  a  means  of  preventing  the  detection  of  forgeries, 
Be  it  further  ordained,  That  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to 
a  redemption  of  any  Note  on  the  back  of  which  any  paper 
shall  be  so  pasted  ;  but  if  any  Note  shall  be  defaced,  or 
torn,  the  proprietor  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  tlie  amount 
thereof  upon  returning  the  same  to  be  burnt  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Moneys  to  be 
raised  by  the  taxes  imposed  by  this  Ordinance  shall  stand, 
be,  and  remain,  as  a  security  for  the  redemption  of  the  said 
Treasury  Notes  so  to  be  issued  :  and  the  Treasurer  for  the 
time  being,  appointed  as  aforesaid,  is  hereby  required  to 
apply  all  such  Money  as  shall  come  to  his  hands  for  the 
said  taxes  for  and  towards  the  redemption  of  such  Trea- 
surv  Notes,  and  to  none  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever; 
ami  that  the  said  Treasurer  shall  account  with  the  Con- 
vention for  the  same,  after  deducting  the  allowance  for  his 
salary.  And  if  the  said  taxes  shall  prove  deficient,  the 
whole  estates,  real  and  personal,  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Colony,  shall  he,  and  are  hereby  pledged  as  a  security  for 
making  good  such  deficiency,  by  some  futuie  Ordinance 
of  the  Convention,  or  Act  of  the  General  Assembly. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  Robert  Carter  Nicho- 
las, Esq.,  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  shall  give  bond,  with 
such  security  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  Connnittee  of 
Safety,  in  the  sum  of  Three  Hundred  and  Fifty  Thousand 
Pounds,  i)ayable  to  the  Members  of  the  said  Committee 
of  Sal'etN  .  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  Colonv,  conditioned 
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for  the  faithful  accounting  for  and  paying  all  such  sums  of 
Money  as  shall  be  received  by  hiiu  from  time  to  time,  in 
virtue  of  this  Ordinance;  and  in  case  of  his  death,  resigna- 
tion, or  disability,  the  Treasurer  to  be  appointed  in  iiis 
stead  shall  give  such  security  before  he  enters  into  his  said 
office. 

And  whereas  it  will  greatly  tend  to  preserve  the  credit 
of  the  Treasury  Notes  aforesaid  to  satisfy  the  publick  that 
due  proportions  of  them  are  annually  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury and  destroyed,  He  it  therefore  further  ordained,  That 
Benjamin  IValUr.  (,'i:'<j;e  If'i/lhc,  Thomas  Kverard,  John 
Tazeicdl,  miliam  ^n,■rrll'  Archibald  Vary,  Richard 
Adams,  Benjamin  n'ath-ins,  Richard  Randolph,  and  John 
Syme,  Esquires,  be  a  Committee  to  superintend  the  burn- 
ing of  the  said  Notes;  and  they,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  are  hereby  empowered  and  required,  once  a  year  at 
least,  and  oftener,  if  they  shall  see  occasion,  to  repair  to 
the  Publick  Treasury,  and  having  examined  the  Treasurer's 
accounts  of  what  Money  he  shall  have  received  for  the 
taxes  and  duties  hereby  imposed  from  the  time  of  his  pre- 
ceding settlement,  as  well  as  the  Money  itself,  they  shall 
proceed  to  burn  all  of  the  Treasury  Notes  aforesaid  as  shall 
appear  to  have  been  so  received,  giving  the  Treasurer  a 
certificate  of  the  amoimt  of  the  Notes  so  burnt,  which  shall 
entitle  him  to  an  allowance  for  the  same  in  his  accounts; 
and  the  Committee  shall,  from  time  to  time,  publish  the 
amount  of  the  Money  so  burnt,  in  the  Virginia  Gazette. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  fVilliam  Langhorne, 
Henry  King,  John  Scasbrooke  fVills,  William  Norvell, 
Champion  Travis,  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  Commissioners  to  examine,  state,  and 
settle,  an  account  of  the  pay  and  provisions  of  the  Volun- 
teer Companies  who  have  been  lately  called  into  actual 
service  for  the  defence  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  Country, 
making  the  same  allowance  as  is  settled  by  this  Convention 
for  the  Regular  Forces,  and  under  the  regulations  of  the 
late  invasion  law  as  to  the  number  of  men  which  is  to  entitle 
officers  of  certain  rank  to  pay;  excepting  that  Mr.  Charles 
Scott,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  said  Volunteers  at  fVil- 
liamsburgh,  shall  be  allowed  twelve  Shillings  and  six  Pence 
per  day,  from  the  time  he  was  chosen  to  that  command,  and 
certifying  the  same  as  is  directed  in  case  of  the  Militia  in 
the  frontiers:  and  upon  such  certificates,  the  Treasurer, 
by  warrant  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  is  required  to 
pay  the  money  so  certified  to  be  due.  And  each  of  the 
said  Commissioners  shall  be  allowed  fifteen  Shillings  per 
day,  for  the  time  they  shall  be  employed  in  settling  the 
said  accounts. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  in  case  of  the  death  or 
inability  of  the  said  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Esq.,  to  act 
in  the  said  office,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  if  the  Convention  is  not  sitting,  to  appoint  another 
fit  and  able  person  to  be  Treasurer  in  his  room,  who  shall 
have  power  to  act  in  all  things  pertaining  to  the  said  office 
until  the  meeting  of  the  next  Convention  thereafter. 


VI.  An  Ordinance  for  providing  Arms  and,  Ammunition 
for  the  use  of  this  Colony. 

Whereas,  in  this  time  of  imminent  danger,  it  is  found 
expedient,  for  the  better  defence  of  this  Colony,  to  pro- 
vide an  ample  supply  of  Arms  and  Ammunition,  by  en- 
couraging the  manufacturing  the  same  within  this  Colony: 

Be  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  Delegates  and  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  within 
this  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  now  in  General 
Convention  assembled,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  a  Manufactory  for  Arms  be 
erected  at  or  near  Fredericksburgh,  under  the  direction  of 
certain  Commissioners;  and  that  a  sufficient  number  of 
Artificers  be  employed  in  the  said  Manufactory,  at  the 
expense  of  the  publick,  and  be  constantly  employed  in 
manufacturing  of  Arms  of  such  kind  as  shall  be  directed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  so  long  as 
the  necessities  of  this  Colony  shall  require. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  Fielding  Lewis, 
Charles  Dick,  Mann  Page,  Jun.,  JVilliam  Fitzhugh,  and 
Samuel  Selden,  Gentlemen,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  the 
Commissioners  for  superintending  the  said  Manufactory; 
and  that  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  appointed  by  or 
pursuant  to  an  Ordinance  of  Convention,  shall,  out  of  the 


publick  money  which  shall  come  to  his  hands  under  any 
Ordinance  of  Convention,  advance  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  Pounds  to  the  said  Commissioners,  and 
such  other  sums  as  the  Committee  of  Safety  shall  from 
time  to  time  direct,  taking  sufficient  security  for  the  same, 
to  be  by  them  employed  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and 
accounted  lor  to  the  General  Convention  ;  and  that  the 
said  Commissioners  shall  from  time  to  time  transmit  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  an  account  of  the  state  and  progress 
of  the  said  Manufactory,  and  the  quantity  of  Arms  so 
manufactured. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  Committee  of  Safety  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  purchase  in  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  or  else- 
where, any  number  of  stands  of  Arms,  not  exceeding  three 
thousand,  which  they  may  judge  necessary  for  the  use  of 
the  Troops  to  be  embodied  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony, 
and  also  any  number  of  Gun  Locks  which  may  appear  to 
them  to  be  wanted  for  the  Arms  made  at  the  aforesaid 
Manufactory,  if  a  sufficient  number  of  proper  Locksmiths 
cannot  be  employed;  and,  also,  that  the  said  Committee  do 
provide  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Gun  Flints  and  Cartridge 
Paper  which  they  shall  judge  necessary. 

And  for  the  greater  encouragement  of  persons  to  make 
Saltpetre  and  Sul])hur,  Be  it  further  ordained.  That  the 
sum  of  three  Shillings  for  every  pound  of  good  Saltpetre, 
and  the  sum  of  one  Shilling  per  pound  foi  any  quantity, 
not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  pounds  nett  weight,  of 
good  Sulphur,  which  shall  be  manufactured  and  refined 
of  materials  of  the  natural  produce  of  this  Colony,  and 
delivered  to  any  Committee  of  a  County  or  Corporation 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  for  the  use  of  the  publick,  shall 
be  paid  to  the  proprietor  thereof  by  the  Treasurer  afore- 
said, upon  a  certificate  from  the  Chairman  of  the  said 
Committees,  respectively;  and  the  said  Committees  shall 
severally  forward  all  such  Saltpetre  and  Sul|)hur  to  some 
manufacturer  of  Powder,  who  shall  give  a  receipt  for  the 
same,  obliging  himself  to  deliver  for  the  publick  use  as 
much  Powder,  in  exchange  for  the  said  Saltpetre  and  Sul- 
phur, as  shall  be  agreed  on  by  the  said  Committees  and 
Manufacturer. 

And  for  the  more  immediate  provision  of  Lead,  Be  it 
further  ordained.  That  the  Committee  for  the  County  of 
Fincastle  shall  and  may  contract  with  the  proprietors  of 
certain  Lead  Mines  in  that  County  for  such  quantities  of 
Lead  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  judged  necessary,  and 
delivered  at  such  place  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety;  and  in  case  of  refusal  of  such  proprietors, 
the  said  Committee  oi'  Fincastle  shall  and  may  agree  with 
the  said  proprietors  for  the  use  of  the  said  Mines,  and  em- 
ploy proper  persons  and  furnish  necessary  materials  for  the 
making  of  Lead,  at  the  charge  of  this  Colony. 

VII.  An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  paying  the  expenses  of 
the  Delegates  from  this  Colony  to  the  General  Congress. 

Whereas  the  United  Colonies  of  North-America,  in  this 
time  of  general  danger,  have  judged  it  necessary,  and  ac- 
cordingly resolved,  respectively,  to  depute  certain  Dele- 
gates to  meet  in  General  Congress  at  Fhiladelphia,  on  the 
fifth  day  of  September  next,  to  consult  on  the  state,  and 
provide  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  said  Colonies : 

Be  it  therefore  ordained.  That  every  Delegate  who  may 
be  appointed  to  attend  the  said  Congress,  or  any  future 
General  Congress,  as  a  Representative  for  this  Colony, 
shall  be  allowed  for  every  day  that  he  may  attend  therein 
the  sum  of  forty-five  Shillings,  and  for  travelling  to  or  re- 
turning from  such  Congress,  at  the  rate  of  one  Shilling  per 
mile,  besides  all  ferriages ;  which  allowance  shall  he  paid 
to  the  respective  Delegates  by  the  Treasurer  for  the  time 
being,  appointed  by  General  Convention,  out  of  any  pub- 
lick money  which  may  be  in  his  hands,  by  virtue  of  any 
Ordinance  of  Convention,  not  otherwise  appropriated.  Arid 
for  the  greater  convenience  of  the  said  Delegates,  the  said 
Treasurer  shall  advance  to  each  Delegate,  before  his 
departure,  any  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
Pounds  ;  who,  if  it  shall  happen  to  exceed  his  allowance 
for  attendance  and  ferriages  as  aforesaid,  shall,  on  his 
return,  refund  such  excess  to  the  Treasurer. 
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LONDOH   ASSOCIATION. 

(;lobe.'ravorn,  Fleet  Strcei 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  Association,  du  . 
many  blessin-s  wc  enjoy  from  the  Revolution  and  Acces- 
sion, to  vvliicli,  under  God,  u-e  owe  the  free  Constitution 
of  our  Country,  will  use  our  best  and   most  unwearied  en- 
deavours to  extend  and  transmit  to  posterity  their  excellent 
pi-incinles  and   consequences;  and   that  we  will  embrace 
every  opportunity  to  evince  our  zeal,  affection,  and  fidelity 
to  his  present  Majesty,  Kins;  George  the  Third,  and  liis 
Royal   family,    for  whose   honour   and   safety,   whilst   we 
manifest  the  highest  re|^ard,we  hold  the  truest  concerti  for 
tlic   freedom,   peace,   and   welfare   of  the   wiiole    Brithh 
Empire  ;  convinced  that  under  a  Prince  of  the  House  of 
Brunswick  we  only  can   be  free,  and  at  the 
resolutely  determined  that  under  a  Prince  of  tl 
Brunswick  we  will  be  free. 

Resolved,  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Association  that  Pro- 
clamations have  never  been  considered  as  laws  of  the  land 
and  though  frequently  issued  under  the  arbitrary  reigns 
the  Stuarts,  to  serve  the  abominable  designs  of  despotism, 
unless  directed  by  and  enforcing  the  law,  were  opposed  and 
resisted  by  our  forefathers,  as  violent  infringements  on  the 
liberties  o'f  the  People  of  England. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  high  price  of  the  necessaries 
of  life,  the  decay  of  trade,  and  consequent  distresses  of  the 
industrious  poor,  those  most  useful  members  of  the  state 
demand  our  best  consideration,  that  peace  may  no  longer 
be  the  parent  of  poverty  and  misery,  in^ead  of  the  source 
of  riches  and  happiness. 

Resolved,  That  as  it  is  declared  by  the  Rill  of  Rights, 
Art.  V,  that  it  is  the  right  of  die  subject  to  petition,  we 
will  use  our  best  endeavours  to  bring  to  the  justice  of  their 
Country  those  men  who  have  prevented  the  cries  of  the 
nation  from  being  heard  by  His  Majesty,  and  consequently 
their  miseries  and  complaints  from  being  redressed. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  descendants  of  those  illustrious 
noblemen,  who  by  their  undaunted  and  zealous  endeavours 
brought  about  the  glorious  Revolution,  and  effected  the 
Accession,  shall  determine  to  join  this  Association,  for  the 
great  purposes  of  constitutional  freedom  and  national  hap- 
jjiness,  we  will  pay  due  regard  to  their  rank  and  birth, 
though  we  shall  always  keep  their  zeal  for  the  publick 
cause,  and  their  uniform  support  of  the  principles  and  pro- 
ceedings of  their  gallant  and  patriotick  ancestors,  foremost 
in  onr  view,  our  gratitude,  and  respect. 
Si'^iied  and  published  by  order: 

Thomas  .Iopm.,  Sccrclnri/. 


NORFOLK  (Virginia)  committek. 

Ill  Committoo,  Norfolk,  Virginia,  Au-uhI  :>:>,  177:.. 

Resolved,  That  fVnltcr  Chambrc,  of  H'hliJiaven,  is  an 
enemy  to  yJmcrican  liberty,  and  is  guilty  of  an  attempt  to 
break  the  Association,  by  shipjiing  Goods  for  this  place, 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  INon-Importation  Agreement. 

Ordered,  That  this  censure  be  published  to  the  world, 
that  all  persons  may  withhold  any  further  commercial  con- 
nection with  the  said   Chamhre. 

Bv  order  of  the  Comiiiitlee  : 

WiT.i.ivM  Daviks,  Secretary. 


THOMAS   JEFTKUSON    lO  .InllN    11  VMDOl.lMl . 

Mu„Ucc'llo,  Auixust  2,->,  177.-.. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  sorry  the  situation  of  our  Country 
hhould  render  it  not  eligible  lo  )ou  to  remain  longer  in  it. 
1  hoi)e  the  returning  wisdom  of  Clreut  Britain  will  ere 
long  put  an  end  to  this  unnatural  contest.     There  may  be 


work.      I  think   it  must  be  evident  to  yourself,  that  the 
Ministry  have  been  deceived   by  their  oflicers  on  this  side 
of  the  water,  who  (for  what  purpose  I  cannot  tell)  have 
constantly  represented  the  American  op|)osition  as  that  of 
a  small  faction,  in  which  the  body  of  the  People  took  little 
part.    This,  you  can  inform  them  of  \  our  own  knowledge, 
is  untrue.    They  have  taken  it  into  their  heads,  too,  that  we 
are  cowards,  and  shall  surrender  at  discretion  to  an  armed 
force.     The  past  and   future  operations  of  the  war  must 
confirm  or  undeceive  them  on  that  head.    I  wish  they  were 
thoroughly  and  minutely   acquainted  with  every  circum- 
stance  relative   to  America,  as  it  exists  in  truth.     1  am 
persuaded  this  would   go   far   towards  disposing  them  to 
reconciliation.     Even  those  in   Parliament  who  are  called 
friends  to  America  seem  to  know  nothing  of  our  real  deter- 
minations.     I  observe  they  pronounced  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, that  the  Congress  of  1774  did  not  mean  to  insist 
rigorously  on  the  terms  they  held  out,  but  kept  something 
in  reserve,  to  give  up;  and,  in  fact,  that  they  would  give 
QJ-    up  every  thing  but  the  article  of  taxation.    IN'ow,  the  truth 
is  far  from  this,  as  I  can  afiirm,  and  put  my  honour  to  the 
assertion.     Their  continuance  in  this  errour  may  perhaps 
produce  very  ill  consequences.     The  Congress  stated  the 
lowest  terms  they  thought  possible  to  be  accepted,  in  order 
to  convince  the  world  they  were  not  unreasonable.    They 
gave  up  the  monopoly  and  regulation  of  trade,  and  all  acts 
of  Paiiiament  prior  to  1764,  leaving  British  generosity  to 
render  these,  at  some  future  time,  as  easy  to  America  as 
tlie  interest  of  Britain  would  admit.      But  this  was  before 
blood  was  spilt.    1  cannot  a(Brm,  but  have  reason  to  think, 
these  terms  would  not  now  be  accepted.      I  wish  no  false 
sense  of  honour,  no  ignorance  of  our  real  intentions,  no  vain 
hope  that  partial  concessions  of  right  will  be  accepted,  may 
induce  the  Ministry  to  triHe  with  accommodation,  till  it 
shall   be  out   of  their  power  ever  to  accommodate.      If, 
indeed.  Great  Britain,  disjoined   from   her  Colonies,  be  a 
match   for  the  most  potent  nations  of  Europe,  with  the 
Colonies  thrown  into  their  scale  they  may  go  on  securely. 
But  if  they  are  not  assured  of  this,  it  would  be  certainly 
unwise,  by  trying  the  event  of  another  campaign,  to  risk 
our  acce|)ting  a  foreign  aid,  which,   perlia|)s,  may  not  be 
obtainable  but  on  condition  of  everlasting  avulsion   from 
Great  Britain.     This  would  be  thought  a  hard  condition 
to  those  who  still  wish  for  reunion  with  their  parent  Coun- 
try.     I  am  sincerely  one  of  those,  and  would  rather  be  in 
dtpendance  on  Great  Britain,  properly  limited,  than  on 
anv  nation  upon  earth,  or  than  on  no  nation.     But   1  am 
one  of  those,  too,  who,  rather  than  submit  to  the  rights  of 
legislating  for  us  assumed  by  the  British  Parliament,  and 
which  late  experience  has  shown  they  will  so  cruelly  ex- 
ercise, would  lend  my  hand  to  sink  the  whole  island  in  the 
ocean. 

If  undeceiving  the  Minister  as  to  matters  of  fact  may 
change  his  disposition,  it  will  perhaps  be  in  your  power,  by 
assisting  to  do  this,  to  render  service  lo  the  whole  Empire, 
at  the  most  critical  time,  certainly,  that  it  has  ever  seen. 
Whether  Britain  shall  continue  the  head  of  the  greatest 
empire  on  earth,  or  shall  return  to  her  original  station  in 
the  political  scale  of  Europe,  depends,  perhaps,  on  the 
resolutions  of  the  succeeding  winter.  God  send  they  may 
be  wise  and  salutary  for  us  all.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you  as  often  as  you  may  be  disposed  to  think  of  things 
here.  You  may  be  at  liberty,  I  expect,  lo  communicate 
some  things,  consistently  with  your  honour,  and  the  duties 
\ou  will  owe  to  a  |)rotecting  nation.  Such  a  communica- 
tion among  individuals  may  be  mutually  beneficial  to  the 
contending  parties.  On  this  or  any  future  occasion,  if  1 
affirm  to  you  any  facts,  your  knowledge  of  me  will  enable 
)  ou  to  decide  on  their  credibility  ;  if  1  hazard  opinions  on 


people   to  whose   tempers   and   disjiositions   contention  is      the  dispositions  «1  men,  or  other  speculative  points,  you 
pleasing,  and  who  therefore  wish  a  continuance  of  confu-     can  only  know  they  are  my  oiiinions. 
sion,  but  to  me  it  is  of  all  states  but  one  the  most  horrid.  My  best  wishes  for  your  felicity  attend  you,  whcrevei 

My  first  wish  is  a  restoration  of  our  just  rights;  my  second,      you  go;  and   believe  me  to  be,  assuredly,  your  friend  and 
a  return  of  the  happy  period  when,  consistently  with  duty,      servant,  Thomas  Jefferson. 

1  may  withdraw  myself  totally  from  the  publick  stage,  and  

pass  the  rest  of  my  days  in  domeslick  ease  and  traii(]niHity, 
banishing  every  desire  of  ever  hearing  what  passes  in  the 
world.  Perhaps,  (for  the  latter  adils  considerably  to  the 
warmth  of  the  fonnei- wish,)  looking  with  fondnrss  towards 
a  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain,  I  cannot  help  hoping 
you  may  be  able  to  coiiirihuie  towards  expediiing  this  good 


EW-VORK    CON(.RESS  TO   GOVERNOIR  TRUMBULL. 

Ill  Provincial  Congress,  Ncvv-York,  A  „ust  25,  1775. 

:   We  have  been  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the 

istant,  and  aie  very  sorry  to  learn  the  apprehensions 
Lpress  that  the  progress  of  the  Army  may  be  imped- 
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cd,  if  not  disappointed,  for  the  want  of  tents.  Tlie  fact 
is,  tliat  all  the  tents  we  had,  and  all  the  materials  that 
could  be  procured,  have  been  made  up  into  tents  and 
forwarded,  with  part  of  our  own  Troops,  and  General 
Schuyler  has  undoubtedly  ere  now  disposed  of  them  as  cir- 
cumstances or  the  necessity  of  the  service  may  require. 
We  can  only  add,  on  that  subject,  that  we  shall  procure 
materials  for  more  tenis  by  every  means  in  our  power, 
and  send  them  up  to  General  Schui/kr  as  soon  as  possible; 
but  we  see  no  probability  of  being  able  to  provide,  at  any 
rate,  a  sulncient  number  for  the  IS'orthern  Army.  If, 
therefore,  materials  can  be  collected  in  any  duo  season, 
in  your  Government,  it  will  |)romote  the  general  service 
to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  that  purpose  without 
delay. 

The  precaution  about  the  pork  which  you  permitted 
i\Ir.  Van  Rensselaer  to  purchase  may  be  a  wise  one  ;  but 
unless  proper  orders  are  lodged  at  the  ditferent  landings  to 
which  it  may  be  carted,  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  wanted 
may  be  in  a  great  measure  defeated.  Permit  us,  there- 
fore, to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  give  such  directions  as 
you  shall  judge  necessary  to  [)reven!  such  inconveniences 
and  disappointments. 

We  have  the  honour  to  remain,  with  much  respect,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants. 

Hy  order:  P.  V.  B.  IjIvinsston,  President. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LK.TTER  FROM  AN  OFFICER  IN  THE  ARMY  AT 
TICONDF.ROGA  TO  HIS  FRIEND  IN  NEW-YOltK,  DATED 
AIGLST  2.5,    1775. 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  we  arrived 
here  on  the  19tli  ultiu)o,  in  good  spirits,  though  we  had  a 
very  fatiguing  march,  being  obliged  to  go  round  by  Skenes- 
horough,  as  there  were  not  boats  at  Lake  George  to  bring 
us  over.  Out  of  the  four  Companies,  we  had  twelve  desert- 
ed from  us  on  their  road,  and  the  most  of  these  were  old 
deserters  from  the  Regulars.  We  held  a  Court-Martial  at 
every  other  stage,  and  gave  several  of  the  unruly  ones 
Moses's  law,  i.  e.  thirty-nine  ;  and  they  now  begin  to  be- 
have very  well,  being  kept  under  as  strict  discipline  as  any 
of  the  Regulars.  There  is  the  greatest  plenty  of  salt  and 
fresh  provisions  here  ;  the  men  have  as  much  as  they  can 
use  ;  a  gill  of  rum  and  as  much  spruce  beer  as  they  can 
drink  every  day  ;  so  that  they  have  no  occasion  to  drink 
the  lake  water,  it  being  reckoned  very  unhealthy.  The 
number  of  Troops  here  at  present  is  seventeen  hundreel 
men,  and  seven  hundred  at  Crown  Point,  about  fourteen 
miles  from  here.  We  expect  this  day  four  Companies  of 
the  Second  Battalion  of  Nevj-  York  Forces,  the  boats  being 
already  sent  for  them.  We  are  ordered  to  be  in  readi- 
ness in  eight  days  to  sail  for  St.  John's,  where  we  shall 
have  a  smart  brush  with  the  Regulars.  The  batteaus  are 
now  making  with  the  greatest  expedition,  and  I  am  afraid 
To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Governour     the  rest  of  our  Regiment  will  not  be  here  in  time.     The 


of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  AN  OFFICER  1 
NENTAI,  ARMY  AT  TICONDEROfi  A,  TO  11 
NEW-YOKK,   DATED   AUOUST  25,    1775. 

We  arrived  here  last  Monday  evening,  making  a  march 
that  day  of  near  fifty  miles.  We  marclied  from  fort  Ed- 
trard,  through  the  woods,  to  Skenesl/orough,  there  not 
being  a  sufficient  number  of  batteaus  to  carry  us  over  Lake 
George.  We  there  took  leave  of  our  baggage,  and  tents, 
(at  F'ort  Edward,)  and  officers  and  men  received  three 
davs'  provisions,  which  we  put  in  our  haversacks,  and  with 
our  blankets  shouldered,  as  we  did  our  arms,  which  made 
a  pretty  good  load  for  young  soldiers,  though  it  was  not 
considered  as  burdensome  by  Americans  engaged  in  so 
glorious  a  cause  as  we  are  turning  out  for — the  freedom  of 
the  country  which  gave  them  existence — and  cheerfully 
advanced  lor  this  place. 

There  area  great  number  of  woikmen  hero,  making  bat- 
teaus ;  and  there  are  two  laige  open  vessels  finished,  that 
will  carry,  1  suppose,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men 
each.  VVith  the  iSetv-England  Troops  and  ours,  we  have 
about  twelve  hundred  men;  and  I  am  told  that  at  Croivn 
Point  there  are  about  five  hundred.  We  expect  large 
parties  up  every  moment,  as  we  are  informed  that  we 
march,  or  rather  sail,  from  hence  on  Sunday  morning,  for 
Croicn  Point,  and  are  to  proceed  directly  for  .SV.  Johji's, 
where,  I  am  told,  are  five  or  six  hundred  Regulars,  with 
(ruy  Johnson,  who  prevailed  upon  a  large  body  of  the 
Indians,  of  different  Tribes,  to  assist  him  in  the  infernal 
scheme  of  enslaving  their  American  brethren  ;  but  Provi- 
dence, in  his  great  mercy,  pointed  out  the  path  that  these 
deluded  people  were  to  tread.  Their  sentiments  became 
enlarged  ;  they  des|)ised  the  artifices  of  venal  wretches,  and 
nobly  refused  taking  up  the  hatchet  against  their  country- 
men and  friends;  and  I  am  informed  that  Johnson  could 


General  talks  a  great  deal  of  their  being  so  dilatory  in 
coming  up,  and  seems  to  regret  very  much  the  being 
obliged  to  go  without  them.  There  has  been  a  French 
gentleman  here  lately,  from  Canada,  who  has  put  our  men 
in  great  spirits,  by  assuring  us  that  the  greatest  part  of  the 
Canadians  would  join  us  upon  our  arrival,  but  that  they 
dare  not  make  themselves  known  to  be  our  friends  till  we 
are  landed  amongst  them.  The  same  gentleman,  who  is  a 
person  of  great  property  there,  declared  tliat  upon  our  arri- 
val he  would  kill  five  fat  oxen,  to  make  a  treat  for  the 
officers.  As  for  my  own  part,  there  is  nothing  gives  me 
the  least  uneasiness. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  a  spy  of  ours  arrived 
from  St.  John's,  who  says  that  there  were  two  vessels 
ready  to  be  launched  at  that  post,  each  mounting  sixteen 
guns,  in  order  to  take  possession  of  the  lake,  which  would 
render  it  impossible  for  us,  for  some  time,  to  get  past ; 
therefore  we  have  received  immediate  orders  to  embark  for 
that  place,  and  are  to  sail  to-morrow  morning,  the  28ih. 

Colonel  fVatcrliurys  Regiment  of  one  thousand  men. 
Captain  Mott's  Company  of  one  hundred  men,  and  our 
own  four  Companies,  with  seven  hundred  that  are  now  at 
Croivn  Point,  and  five  hundred  of  the  Mountain  Boys  are 
to  join  us.  Our  spy  informs  us  that  there  were  only  five 
hundred  and  seventy  Regulars  at  St.  John's,  and  fifty  In- 
dians ;  so  that  I  am  in  hopes  we  shall  meet  with  very 
little  resistance;  if  we  do,  we  are  pretty  well  prepared  for 
them.  We  leave  five  Companies  of  the  Second  Battalion 
o(  New- York  Forces  here,  and  about  three  Companies  of 
the  Neiv-England  Troops.  This  is  all  the  intelligence  I 
can  give  you  at  present. 


r,    HTNTINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  THCMBULL. 

Roxbury  Camp,  August  25,  J  775. 

your  favour  of  the  Qlst  instant. 
I  have  told  Doctors  Turner  and  Cogswell  to  make  out  a 
state  of  circumstances  of  their  department.    As  to  Armour- 


HoNOiRED  Sir:   I  hav 


induce  but  very  few  to  remain  with  him. 

The    Canadians,  in   general,   aie  our   firm   and  steady      ers,  1  have  just  received  some  tools  from  Norwich,  and 
friends  :  that  is  to  say,  the  peasants  :  but  w  hat  they  call  or     general  order  was  out  yesterday  to  the  Quartermaster 


term  in  Canada  the  noblesse  are  for  despotick  measures, 
which  prevents  many  from  appearing  more  open  than  they 
do  for  us.  Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Price,  two  gentlemen  of 
reputation  and  worth,  I  am  told,  for  expressing  their  senti- 
ments relative  to  the  freedom  of  America,  are  closely  con- 
fined in  A/o/i/reo/ jail. 

We  have  General  Montgomery  here,  who  connnands, 
Cieneral  iSVAwy/er  being  at  yl/6«ny,  upon  a  conference  with     jutant,  is  very  dangerously  sick,  and  unable  to  attend  to 

any  business:  I  fear  he  will  not  recover  for  the  present. 
Lieutenant  Hillyer,  of  Captain  Humphrey's  Company,  an 
old  soldier,  a  sensible  man,  and  good  scholar,  officiates  as 
Adjutant.  I  shall  likely  continue  him,  if  Tracy  fails,  which 
will  make  a  Second  Lieutenantcy  vacant.  1  am  unwilling 
to  interfere  much   in  appointments;    I   should  think   the 


to 

make  necessary  provision  :  hope  now,  though  late,  to  have 
my  arms  in  good  order.  I  was  aware  of  difficulties  you 
would  have  in  filling  vacancies,  from  the  many  competitors 
there  always  will  be :  I  wish  the  fittest  may  ever  succeed. 
My  brother  Ebcnezer  is  not  without  some  essential  quali- 
fications: he  has  in  several  instances,  whilst  at  this  camp, 
exhibited  evidences  of  his  courage.     Poor  Tracy,  my  Ad- 


some  Indians.  We  expect  him  up  to-morrow,  when  I  sup- 
pose we  shall  have  our  orders  for  our  future  march.  This 
is  certain  :  we  expect  warm  work  at  St.  John's ;  however, 
1  pray  and  hope  that  in  the  hour  of  trial  every  man  will 
act  as  a  North-American ;  confident  then  am  I  that  suc- 
cess will  attend  us. 
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General  would  be  more  so.  I  have  been  impatient  at  the 
slow  progress  of  our  movements  at  tiie  northward,  but  be- 
lieve all  lor  the  best ;  hope  to  see  my  brotiier  Paymaster's 
letter  mentioned  in  yours. 

My  Regiment  has  been  very  sickly,  and  is  much  so  yet; 
but  think  the  sickness  is  abating.  The  old  soldiers  say  my 
Companies  came  into  camp  at  a  season  that  always  proves 
sickly  to  new  troops.  I  do  not  know  any  one  now  dan- 
cerous  but  Mr.  Tracy.  His  and  Mr.  Fdiinijig's  sickness 
iias  tiirown  more  business  on  my  hands  llian  1  could  have 
wished  ;  but  1  have  been  so  happy  as  to  enjoy  much  health 
myself.  I  remain,  with  salutations  of  lo\e  and  duty,  your 
affectionate  son,  Jedediah  Huntington. 

Saturday  Morning,  August  26. — Not  having  opportunity 
to  forward  this,  I  add  that  yesterday  four  boats,  from  the 
castle  and  men  of  war  below,  came  up  to  Fo.v  Point,  in 
Dorchester,  sounding  the  channel.  They  were  fned  at  by 
our  troops  on  that  station,  and  made  a  speedy  departure. 

We  have  been  told  that  our  enemies  have  for  some  time 
past  been  toasting  the  'iolh  of  August,  intending  then  to 
make  a  visit  to  us  ;  and  that  General  Gage  has  given  Earl 
Percy  the  command  of  the  lines  on  the  Neck,  who  is  to 
eKiiibit  such  proofs  of  his  military  abilities  as  will  retrieve 
the  honour  he  lost  at  the  Lexington  affray  ;  but  matters 
remain  this  morning  in  statu  quo. 

1  took  leave  of  Ensign  Tracy  last  evening,  expecting 
next  to  hear  of  his  death,  to  which  he  seems  to  be  well 
reconciled,  and  expresses  a  good  hope  as  to  another  life. 

By  return  of  my  Regiment  the  -^otli,  there  were — fit  for 
duty,  28(5;  sick,  present,  KJL  ;  absent  on  command,  and 
sick,  42;  on  furlough,  1  :  total  of  privates,  430 ;  dead,  5. 

General  Spencer's — fit  for  duty,  586;  sick,  ]iresent,  132; 
absent  on  command,  and  sick,  98 ;  on  furlough,  37  ;  total 
of  privates,  853  ;  dead,  14. 

General  Farsons's — fit  for  duty,  539  ;  sick,  present,  123  ; 
absent  on  command,  and  sick,  35;  on  furlough,  10;  total 
of  privates,  780  ;  dead,  3. 


Three  millions  of  dollars  are  now  striking  by  their  orders, 
for  defending  the  rights  of  America.  The  very  Quakers 
in  this  and  other  Provinces  are  in  arms,  and  a[)pear  in  the 
field  every  day  in  their  regimentals,  and  make  as  good  a 
figure  as  the  best ;  you  may  be  sure  we  are  in  earnest 
when  they  handle  a  musket. 

All  trade  to  England,  and  every  other  part  of  the  world, 
will  most  certainly  be  slopped  on  the  tenth  of  next  month, 
and  if  the  Ministry  do  not  very  soon  see  the  justice  and 
equity  of  placing  the  Colonies  in  the  same  situation  they 
were  in  before  the  year  1763,  in  which  both  sides  expe- 
rienced satisfaction  and  mutual  benefit,  then  you  may  ex- 
pect to  hear,  in  the  course  of  next  winter,  that  the  Con- 
gress have  opeuL-d  all  our  ports  to  every  foreign  Power 
that  will  come  with  their  manufactures  and  trade  with  us 
for  our  produce.  Whether  that  will  not  be  one  means  of 
dissolving  our  connections  entirely  with  Great  Britain,  I 
shall  leave  to  wiser  heads  to  determine.  I  am  far,  very 
far,  from  wishing  such  an  event,  but,  nevertheless,  I  am 
very  apprehensive,  from  the  present  temper  of  our  people, 
that  a  few  more  violent  steps  will  lay  a  foundation  for  it. 


PENNSVLVANIA    COMMITTt;E   OF   SAFETY  TO  NEW-YORK  CON- 
GRESS. 
In  Cominittee  of  Safety,  Philadclplua,  August  QG,  ITT.i, 

Sir:  Having  this  morning  received  a  small  additional 
supply  of  Gunpowder,  we  have  lost  no  time,  but  imme- 
diately ordered  a  ton  of  it  to  be  packed  in  eight  casks,  and 
forwarded  to  you  forthwith,  agreeable  to  your  recjuest  of 
the  15tli  instant,  and  wish  it  safe  to  your  hands.  We  are 
getting  our  Militia  into  order  with  all  possible  expedition  ; 
and  are,  with  great  respect  for  the  Congress  and  yourself, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

By  order :  B.  Franklin,  President. 

Hon.  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  and  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  New-  York. 


VIRGINIA    COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  (.'onmiiilee  of  Safety,  in  the  Tuwn 
of  Richmond,  the  2Gth  day  o(  August,  1775: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairmen  of  the  sevcjal  Cuannit- 
tecs  in  this  Colony  do  deliver  the  publick  Arms  to  be  by 
them  collected,  pursuant  to  an  Ordinance  of  Convention, 
to  the  Captains  who  shall  be  a)ipointed  to  conunnnd  the 
Companies  of  Regular  Troops  to  be  raised  from  their  re- 
spective Di:?trlcts,  taking  their  recei[)t3  for  the  same ;  and 
that  the  said  Cajitains  take  proper  measures  for  their  safe 
conveyance  to  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

And  it  is  further  Ordered,  That  the  said  Chairmen  do 
respectively  correspond  with  the  President  of  this  Com- 
mittee, informing  him  of  their  progress  in  the  Minute  ser- 
vice, and  when  they  shall  have  completed  each  the  num- 
ber of  Regulars  required  from  their  respective  Districts. 

Aiif;iisl  aU,  177o. 
The  Committee  of  Safety,  at  a  meeting  appointed  at 
77((/i'jrt7-Town,  on  the  IHth  of  next  month,  intend  to  ]iro- 
ceed  to  the  choice  of  all  Ofiicers  within  their  appointment, 
paiticularly  a  Connnissary  of  Provisions,  or  Contractors  for 
each  of  the  Regiments  to  be  raised  pursuant  to  an  Ordi- 
nance of  Convention,  previous  to  which,  all  persons  in- 
clined to  contract,  or  to  be  appoiiUcd  Connnissary,  are 
desired  to  send  their  proposal-,  in  writlnL',  {o  Edmund  Pen- 
dleton, Esq.,  President  of  the  Commitlee,  enclosed  and 
scaled.  At  the  same  time  the  Conunittee  will  be  ready 
to  deliver  the  Commissions,  and  administer  the  Oaths  to 
the  Field-Odiccrs  of  the  Regulars  chosen  by  the  Conven- 
tion ;  and  all  Captains  and  Subalterns  who  may  be  chosen 
by  the  District  Committees  are  also  to  attend,  to  receive 
Warrants  for  the  !\Ioncy  ncce5siiry  in  recruiting,  and  their 
Instructions.     By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

John  Pi.;m,i,f.ton,  Jin.,  Clerk. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LF.TTER  FROM  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  CONGRESS 
AT  PHILADELPHIA  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  LONDON,  DATED 
AUGI'ST  26,    1775. 

Ydu  will   see  1 
ceediiigs  of  our  (' 


publick    papers   some  of  the   |iro- 
.s;   the  rest  will  soon  be  published. 


PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  JOHNSON,  A  MOHEGAN,  TO  THE  NEW- 
YORK    CONGRESS. 

-Now.York,  August  2C,  A.  D.  IT?;.. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony 
of  New-York  : 

I,  Joseph  Johnson,  an  Indian  of  the  Mohegan  Tribe, 
humbly  oflereth  the  few  following  lines  for  your  Honours' 
consideration  : 

Honourable  gentlemen,  it  is  with  great  reluctance  I 
present  this  humble  petition,  considering  the  unhappy  sit- 
uation of  publick  affairs  at  this  time,  but  pure  necessity 
obliges  me,  in  this  day  of  distress,  in  this  day  of  confii- 
sion,  to  trouble  your  Honours  a  few  moments.  Your  Hon- 
ours doubtless  liave  heaid,  that  for  this  some  time  past 
poor  me  hath  been  much  concerned  about  my  poor,  sink- 
ing, decaying  brethren,  the  Indians,  that  are  scattered  up 
and  down  amongst  the  English  inhabitants,  in  particular 
in  the  Xcu>England  Governments,  and  that  for  this  long 
time  I  have  been  unwearied  by  seeking  their  welfare,  and 
in  order  that  they  might  be  truly  benefited,  have  endeavour- 
ed to  get  them  unitedly  willing  to  go  westward,  and  there 
to  settle  together  in  peace  and  be  under  proper  regulations; 
and,  througli  divine  favour,  I  have,  after  many  weary  steps, 
and  after  1  have  gone  through  many  hardships,  got  secured 
unto  se\'en  tribes  of  my  Indian  brethren,  that  live  amongst 
the  English  inhabitants,  a  large  tract  of  good  land,  border- 
ing on  your  frontiers. 

Honourable  gentlemen,  many  pleasing  prospects  open- 
ed to  my  view  when  this  design  first  came  into  my  mind. 
I  had  not  only  the  hopes  of  having  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
my  now  poor  brethren  in  a  ))rosperous  way,  but  1  had  the 
hopes  of  our  leading  our  western  brethren,  by  our  exam- 
jile,  in  the  ways  of  industry,  husbandry,  and  civility,  and, 
:djovc  all,  in  the  ways  of  wisdom — in  the  ways  of  godliness. 
These,  and  such  like  hopes,  honourable  gentlemen,  hath 
all  along  animated  my  soul,  and  made  me  comfortable  in 
the  most  severe  hardships  that  I  have  undergone,  when  1 
ha\c  been  destitute,  as  it  were,  of  all  other  comforts  in  the 
wild  desert.  Such  were  my  pleasing  hopes  in  times  past ; 
and  this  great  good  to  my  Indian  brethren,  not  only  in  the 
I  a>leni  pans  but  in  the  western  parts  of  this  CouiitP,',  I 
have  been  eagerly  pursuing  and  still  hope  to  pursue. 
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Honourable  gentlemen,  I  would  inform  your  Honours 
that  I  have  had  no  proper  encouragement.  I  have  had 
no  particular  party  or  board  to  look  unto  for  my  supjiort, 
while  engaged  in  such  a  good  cause.  13ut,  nevertheless, 
the  gracious  Lord,  in  whom  I  trust,  hath  been  pleased  to 
give  me  able  friends,  in  ditlurent  parts  of  the  Country, 
to  espouse  the  cause,  and  hath  made  them  willing  to  con- 
tribute, out  of  their  abundance,  a  little  for  my  necessitous 
circumstances  in  times  past,  and  1  bless  the  Lord  for  all 
his  goodness  to  me  hitherto,  and  especially  for  his  giving 
me  favour  in  the  eyes  and  hearts  of  his  people  in  this 
Colony,  from  whom  I  have  received  the  greatest  encour- 
agement, and  who  hath  greatly  relieved  me  in  times  of  my 
greatest  distress.  And  now,  honourable  gentlemen,  but 
this  once  more  I  humbly  and  earnestly  solicit  your  Hon- 
ours' kindness,  hoping  that  I  may  not  again  have  occasion 
to  trouble  your  Honours  in  the  like  manner.  Doubtless 
it  is  necessary  that  your  Honours  shoidd  know  the  true 
state  of  the  matter,  which  I  will  endeavour  to  acquaint 
your  Honours  with  in  few  words  as  possible. 

Honourable  gentlemen,  when  I  left  this  City  last  June, 
with  my  three  Indian  companions,  and  safely  arrived  where 
my  friends  and  relations  dwell,  I  tairied  with  them  about 
two  weeks ;  then  thinking  it  my  indispensable  duty  to  re- 
turn directly  to  the  Oneida  country,  and  amongst  the  rest 
of  the  Six  Nations,  without  any  hesitation  1  hastily  and 
cheerfully  ran  in  the  path  of  duty.  But  in  order  for  a  quick 
despatch,  as  then  was  thought  most  expedient,  1  was  advised 
by  several  to  hire  or  purchase  a  horse,  to  which  1  readily 
complied.  Seeing  I  could  not  hire  any,  I  was  obliged  to 
take  a  horse  upon  credit,  expecting  that  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  would  consider  of  me,  as  1  was  repeatedly  in- 
formed by  the  members  of  the  honourable  Assembly  that 
I  was  verily  chosen,  with  another  Indian  of  the  same  tribe 
to  which  I  belong,  to  carry  a  message  of  peace  to  the  back 
nations,  and  that  the  expenses  of  the  journey  should  be 
paid  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury;  and  the  honourable  Go- 
vernour  had  given  me  express  orders  to  be  ready  at  an 
hour's  warning,  &ic.  But  two  days  before  the  time  that 
the  honourable  Governour  appointed  that  we  should  set 
out  for  the  intended  journey,  his  Honour  the  Governour 
was  pleased  to  send  a  letter  to  my  intended  companion, 
who  was  older  than  myself,  informing  him  that  there  was 
no  occasion  of  our  going  up,  as  he  expected  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  send  the  message  with  less  expense  ;  how- 
ever, it  is  known  since  that  his  Honour  the  Governour  was 
disappointed  in  his  expectations.  His  message  was  deliver- 
ed only  ten  days  ago,  as  it  were  to  no  purpose  ;  for  the 
AVestern  Indiaiis  had  already  been  acquainted  of  the  true 
state  of  aff'airs  in  this  and  in  the  other  country  beyond 
the  great  lake,  and  the  &"c  Nations  had  already  come 
to  peaceable  concessions.  And,  honourable  gentlemen, 
although  things  happened  as  they  did,  yet  I  thought  it  my 
duty,  though  I  have  no  encouragement  from  any,  to  go  to 
the  back  Nations,  and  do  my  uttermost  to  persuade  them 
to  peace,  although  at  the  hazard  or  expense  of  my  own 
life,  as  it  was  then  reported  in  the  country  that  they  were 
disposed  for  cruelty  or  for  war.  And,  according  to  my 
promise  to  this  honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  last 
June,  I  set  out  with  all  speed  the  17th  day  o(  July  last, 
expecting  to  receive  a  message  at  Albany  from  this  hon- 
ourable Congress  for  the  Six  Nations.  But  when  1  ar- 
rived at  Albany,  the  Hon.  Abraham  Yates  and  several 
other  gentlemen  informed  me  that  your  Honours  had  not 
sent  a  message,  as  was  intended  last  June.  However,  the 
honourable  Committee  o{  Albany  thought  proper  and  did 
send  by  me  a  letter  of  friendship  to  the  back  nations,  to 
whom  I  delivered  the  same  in  good  time. 

Honourable  gentlemen,  I  would  just  inform  you,  that 
when  I  left  my  home  I  had  only  twenty  Shillings,  lawful 
money  of  Connecticut  currency,  and  ten  Shillings  of  that 
money  I  left  with  my  dear  companion  in  life.  How  she 
and  our  only  son  hath  fared  since,  I  know  not ;  it  is  now 
six  weeks,  lacking  one  day,  since  I  left  them — and  with 
the  other  ten  Shillings  I  made  shift  to  get  to  Albany  ;  and 
the  honourable  Committee,  after  knowing  my  circum- 
stances, was  graciously  pleased  to  consider  of  me,  and 
bountifully  relieved  me,  helped  me  forward  the  intended 
journey,  and  by  their  aid  I  have  accomplished  the  journey, 
and  returned  tiuis  far  in  peace  and  comfortably;  and  I  had 
only  five  Shillings,  this  currency,  when  I  arrived  here.     I 


would  have  made  application  to  the  honourable  Congress 
before,  but  I  thought  that  the  affecting  situation  of  affairs 
forbid  ;  but  now  how  to  proceed  or  what  to  do,  I  know 
not.  I  am  sensible  that  I  am  utterly  unable  to  make  satis- 
faction for  the  horse,  which  was  valued  at  eleven  Pounds, 
ten  .Shillings,  Connecticut  currency,  and  it  is  no  ways  likely 
that  the  man  will  take  the  horse  again  upon  any  considera- 
tion, and  what  to  do  I  know  not.  Well  had  it  been  for  me 
to  have  proceeded  as  I  intended  in  the  first  place;  that  is, 
to  have  gone  on  foot — but  being  |)ut  to  the  extremes,  I  am 
constrained  this  once,  and  but  this  once,  to  try  your  Hon- 
ours' benevolence. 

And  now  your  Honours  have  heard  of  my  true  circum- 
stances, and  may  it  i)lease  you  to  consider  of  me  a  mo- 
ment, while  I,  with  all  submission,  lay  prostrate,  as  it  were, 
at  your  Honours'  feet,  and  while  I  cheerfully  resign  my 
unhappy  case  to  your  great  wisdom,  confessing  that  if  any 
favour  or  encomagement  in  the  least  be  granted,  it  will  be 
purely  out  of  fitvour,  and  shall  be  received  with  the  warm- 
est gratitude.  And  I  hope  that  so  long  as  I  live  your  Hon- 
ours may  never  see  me  lacking  at  any  time  from  doing 
my  uttermost,  as  I  may  have  opportunity,  or  as  I  may  be 
called  in  Providence,  to  cultivate,  maintain,  and  establish 
peace  between  you  and  yours  and  my  brethren  that  in- 
habit the  border  of  your  extensive  frontiers.  But  I  end, 
hoping  that  the  Lord,  who  knoweth  all  things,  and  hath 
all  power  in  his  hands,  may  give  me  favour  in  the  eyes 
and  hearts  of  this  respectable  body,  the  honourable  the 
Provincial  Congress,  that  I  may  go  on  my  way  rejoicing  ; 
and  may  the  gracious  Lord  order  all  things  in  great  mercy 
concerning  us  all. 

I  am.  Honourable  Gentlemen,  with  great  esteem,  your 

well  wisher,  and  yours  to  serve,  t  t 

'         •'  '  Joseph  Johnson. 

P.  S.  I  also  humbly  beseech  your  Honours  to  grant  me 
a  passport  for  myself,  that  I  may  return  home  unmolested 
in  these  perilous  times,  and  if  there  should  be  occasion,  that 
I  might  pass  and  repass  to  and  from  the  country  of  the  Six 
Nations  to  Nevj-England,  or  elsewhere,  as  business  might 
call  me  at  any  time  ;  the  which  if  your  Honours  grant,  will 
much  gladden  the  dejected  heart  of  your  humble  petition- 
er.    I  am,  as  before. 


NEWBLROH   C0:MMITTEE  TO  NEW-YORK   CONOUESS. 

Newburgh,  August  26,  1775. 

HoNOURABi>E  Gentlemen:  Agreeable  to  your  direc- 
tions of  the  Ptii  instant,  the  Militia  Company  of  the  North 
District  of  Newburgh  Precinct  assembled  on  this  26th  day 
o(  August,  at  the  house  of  Lemuel  Concklin,  and  chose,  by 
a  majority  of  voices,  of  the  Soldiers  belonging  to  said  Dis- 
trict, the  following  persons  for  their  Militia  Oflicers,  viz: 
Arthur  Smith,  Ca|)tain  ;  Isaac  Fowler,  Jun.,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Jolm  Foster,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Daniel  Clark, 
Ensign. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants,  two  of 
the  Committee  of  Newburgh  Precinct, 

Moses  Higby, 
Joseph  Coleman. 
To  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

OFFICERS     CHOSEN     IN     NORTHEAST     PRECINCT,     Dl'TCHESR 
COUNTY,    NEW-YORK. 

August  -Hi,  177.".. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  several  Companies  in  the  Northeast 
Precinct  of  Dutchess  County,  agreeable  to  the  Resolves  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  the  following  gendemen  were 
chosen  Officers  in  their  respective  Companies,  viz :  ^ 

First  Company:  Isaac  Smith,  Captain  ;  Jacob  (reaver, 
First  Lieutenant;  Silas  Hustead,  Second  Lieutenant;  M- 
chael  Row,  Jun.,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:  Archibald  Johnston,  Captain;  Abra- 
ham Hcurtwell,  First  Lieutenant ;  John  Seaton,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Gilbert  Clap,  Ensign. 

Third  Company:  John  Collins,  Captain;  James  Wil- 
son, First  Lieutenant ;  Zachariah  Philip,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Fourth  Company:  Israel  Thompson,  Captain:  Stephen 
Edgetl,  First  Lieutenant;  Jolm  Row,  Second  Lieutenant; 
Jehitl  Mead,  Ensign. 
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This  certifies  that  the  above  Kentleiiien  were  elected 
agreeable  to  the  abovementioned  Resolves. 

Morris  Gkaham,  Danikl  Wilson, 

Hugh  Rea,  Hugh  Orr, 

William  Stewart,      Geo.  Morehouse, 
Augustine  Graham, 
Memljcrs  vf  Commillet  appoiiittd  to  atttnd  tht  Election. 

WM.TER    I.IVINO'^TON   TO   NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 

Albiiny,  August  26,  1775. 

(jkntlemkn:  1  am  nuicli  obli2;ed  to  you  for  the  early 
infoniiation  }  ou  have  given  me  of  General  SchnyJtr^s  com- 
plaint to  you,  and  should  have  been  much  pleased  hail 
you  pointed  out  those  iiarticular  articles  which  the  Gen- 
eral writes  you  he  is  still  in  want  of,  and  which  have  been 
ordered  by  Conjrress ;  then  I  could  immediately  have  in- 
formed you  when  those  articles  came  to  this  place.  Mr. 
P.  T.  Curlcnius  can  best  inform  the  Congress  when  they 
were  sent  fioin  uS'cw-York.  I  shall  order  Mr.  P/itlps  to 
make  out  a  return  for  Congress  of  all  such  stores  as  have 
been  received  since  the  last  of  July.  I  can  assme  the 
Congress  that  no  stores  which  they  have  sent  to  this  place, 
since  1  have  been  in  office,  have  been  delayed  here,  and 
that  I  am  persuaded  they  were  sent  from  Fort  George  as 
exjieditiously  as  the  few  boats  on  that  lake  could  transport 
them,  so  as  not  to  delay  sending  over  a  necessary  supply 
of  provisions.  Oakum  was  much  wanted  at  Ticonderoga; 
that  only  can)e  the  lOlh  instant,  and  was  forwarded  the 
next  day;  it  should  have  been  sent  the  same  day,  but  many 
of  the  hogsheads  were  old  and  broken,  and  could  not  bear 
carling.  1  am,  with  due  respect,  Gentle[nen,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

Walter  Livingston,  Diputy  Coiny  Gtn. 
To  tiie  Provincial  Congress  of  Atu'-  York. 


>MMITTEE    rOK  TUVON 


-YORK    CONGRESS. 


Tryon  County  foiiiuilttcc  {.■liauibLr,  August  i(i,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  According  lo  your  regulations,  we  have 
voted  Field-Ollicers  for  tlic  Ballalioii  in  our  County,  and 
enclose  you  hereby  a  rcim-n,  as  well  of  the  said  elected 
field  as  other  ofiicers,  not  doubting  you  will  approve  of 
the  same,  and  send  us  their  respective  warrants,  that  each 
one  may  be  enabled  to  act  with  granted  autlioiity,  when 
need  requires,  as  without  that  it  is  very  difficult  lo  rule  and 
transact  in  our  Country  and  County  in  particular.  We 
have  already  requested  for  your  prescriptions  in  civil  and 
niililary  affairs,  as  especially  the  prosecution  of  civil  laws 
in  our  County  is  almost  entirely  stopped,  having  got  but 
one  Justice  of  our  whole  Comn  left,  who  signed  the  Asso- 
ciation freely,  besides  our  Delegate,  John  Marlalt,  Es(|. 
For  a  cautiousness  in  need  ue  agreed  lo  some  clauses  in 
the  interim,  a  copy  of  which  we  also  here  enclose  for  your 
approbation,  if  you  find  pro])er ;  but,  notwithstanding,  wo 
repeat  our  requests  that  you  will  please  to  |)rovide  us  with 
your  legal  rules  for  cases  of  debts,  trespasses,  SiC,  as 
sjieedily  as  possible.  In  regard  to  our  present  Delegate 
at  your  Board,  John  Marhitt,  Esq.,  if  no  urgent  necessity 
requireth  his  longer  stay  at  your  conventions,  we  humbly 
solicit  for  his  relief,  to  diminish  our  County  expenses,  the 
acci'uiug  of  which,  willioui  want,  we  must  really  avoid,  to 
jaii^ly  ihi;  iie--iii  i  nl  our  |ii'(i|ilc.  I'lease  also  to  remem- 
1i:t  onr  want  ol  \v<\\i\>  i,  a-  a  iiu.-t  necessary  article  of  pro- 
vi'jou  I'or  our  I'mnlier  pl.iri'.  W'e  admitted  fiur  newly 
elected  Members  to  llie  t'onuiiiltc.;  of /'((/(;f//ie  I)isli-ict, 
as  per  the  enclosure  will  appear. 

We  remain,  with  much  esteem,  Gentlemen,  yoiu'  obe- 
dient humble  -ervants.  By  order  of  the  Committee  : 
Nicholas  IlERCHiviiiMER,  Uuiinnan. 
P.  S.  We  must  aimox  yet  that  we  find  urgent  reason 
to  represent  to  you  the  troublesome  and  almost  riotous  be- 
haviour of  a  jierson  in  Palatine  District  named  Charles 
Gordon,  who  has  resided  but  a  short  time  in  our  Comity 
and  the  District  aforesaid;  he  was  a  leader  of  a  small  parly 
in  his  neighbourhood  lo  vote  a  new  Commiilee  for  said 
Palatine  District.  We  had  him  before  us,  where  he 
boldly,  in  company  with  three  of  his  neicihbours,  insisted 
upon  their  l)n)ceorrm:;s  to  be  le-nl,  allc-iiii:  for  their  nu- 
thority  a  certiin  adv.Tii<i'uiiMn  of  our  f<)rm''r  Cliaimian. 
Captain  Cliristophtr  1'.  \\,tL.s.  ii:,w  absent  and  under  ihe 


command  of  Major-General  Schnyler,  at  Ticonderoga. 
This  advertisement,  on  inquiry,  was  found  and  proved  ille- 
gal, having  been  performed  and  put  on  arbitrarily,  without 
consult  and  consent  of  the  old  chosen  Committee,  or  a 
major  part  of  them.  We  would  use  easy  ways  to  prevent 
further  commotions  with  the  said  Gordon  ;  but  he,  depend- 
ing upon  his  artificial  tongue  and  eloquence,  wherewith  lie 
inducelli  a  good  many  ignorant  on  his  side,  would  not  cede, 
but  striveth  rather  daily  yet  to  engage  people  for  his  opi- 
nion, promising  them  to  get  the  glorious  victory  against 
the  old  Committee  of  said  District,  lo  the  contempt  of  the 
whole  County  Committee.  According  to  inielligence  we 
had  this  day,  he  endeavours  to  collect  subscriptions  of  igno- 
rant people,  as  well  as  of  such  being  of  a  like  temper  with 
him,  lo  his  scheme,  (planned  and  intended  for  continuing 
commotions  and  disturbances,)  whereby  a  breach  uf  union 
among  us,  forniejiy  enjoyed,  mu-t  be  feared. 

HETIIIN    OK    THE     KI E  LO-OFFICERS,   CAPTAINS,    AND    St  BAL- 
TKRNS,   in   the   COINTV    OF  TRYON. 

Committee  Cliambsr,  .\ugust  21),  1775. 
CANAJOHARIE. FIRST   BATTALION. 

Nicholas  Ilerkhtimcr,  Esq.,  Colonel;  Ebcneztr  Cox, 
Lieutenant-Colonel;  Robert  li'ells,  .Major;  Samuel  Clyde, 
Adjutaiil. 

First  Company:  Samuel  Clyde,  Captain  ;  .Tohn  Camp- 
'ic//,  Jun.,  First  Lieulenanl  ;  James  Cannon,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Second  Com|iany:  Michael  Grass,  Captain;  Robert 
Campbell,  First  Lieutenant;  Peter  Bowman,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Third  Company:  Peter  S.  Tygcrt,  Captain  ;  Henry 
Zimmerman,  First  Lieutenant ;  Benjamin  Mackey,  Second 
Lieutenant. 

Fourth  Company:  Jacob  JV.  Seeber,  Captain  ;  Francis 
Vte,  First  Lieutenant ;  Adam  IJbe,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Fifth  Company:  Henry  Dirfendorff,  Captain  ;  Jacob 
Hieftndorff,  First  Lieulenanl;  Henry  Mayer,  Second 
Lieulenanl. 

Sixth  Companv:  Abraham  Copeman,  Captain  ;  Yoost 
House,  Fij-sl  Lieutenant  ;  Jacobus  ResJier,  Second  IjIcu- 
tenani. 

Seventh  Coinjjany:  Rcnitr  J".  Evercn,  Captain;  ]\Iar- 
tin  C.  Ian  Alstyne,  First  Lieutenant;  James  Guinall, 
Second  Lieutenant. 

Eighth  Company:  Jacob  Miller,  Ca\na\n  ;  Peter  Sum- 
mer, First  Lieulenanl;  Matthias  Brown,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant. 

Ninth  Company:  Xicludas  JVeser,  Captain;  Henry 
Bratt,   First   Lieutenant. 

PALATINE. SE(  IIM)   BATTALION. 

Jacob  Clock,  Colonel;  Peter  Uaurgomr,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel;  Harmnnus  Can  Slyck,  Mxj^r;  Anthony  l'.  Fech- 
ten,  Ailjutant. 

First  Com|)an):  JViUima  Fox,  Jun.,  Captain;  .John 
Hess,  First  Lieutenant;  Peter  Waggoner,  Jun.,  Second 
Lieutenant;  DIatlhew  U'ormdoJ,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:  Christopher  P.  For,  Captain  :  John 
J.  Clock,  First  Lieutenant:  Jacob  J.  Clock,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Third  Company:  Christopher  IV.  For,  Captain  ;  Peter 
Liiucks,  First  Lieutenant;  Henry  Miller,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;   Samuel  V.  Elten,  Ensign. 

I'^ourth  Company:  John  Knyser,  Jun.,  Captain  ;  Andreas 
Dillrnbagh,  First  Lieutenant;  Scvcrinus  Cook,  Second 
Lieutenant;   Richard  Coppernoll,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company:  John  Breadbake,  Ca|)lain  ;  John  Sie- 
hy,  First  Lieutenant;  Jacob  Ekert,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Sixth  Company:  Nicholas  Itichier,  Captain;  John  If'il- 
liams.  First  Lieutenant  :  George  Smith,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant ;  John  Sholl,  EuHizn. 

Seventh  Company:  Chrisiian  House,  Captain  ;  John 
Zimmerman,  First  Lieutenant  :  John  Bellinger,  Jun., 
Second    Lieutenant. 

MOHAWK. THIUU    liATTALlON. 

Frederick  Fisher,  Colonel  ;  Adam  Fonda,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ;  John  ISliven,  Major;    Robert  Y^atcs,  Adjutant. 

First  Companv:  Jacob  Gardinier,  Caplain:  Abraham 
1).  (hn,ck,ubo'^s,'Fu-^\  lafutenanl:  irHHam  Hall,  Second 
Lieuteiiaiil  ;  Gideon  Marlalt,  lOnsign, 
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Second  Company:  John  Davis,  Captain;  Abraham 
Vcdilcr,  First  Lieutenant  ;  Jacob  Simon,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Third  Company:  Robert  Yalcs,  Captain  ;  Cobus  Crom- 
Mcl,  First  Lieutenant ;  Peter  Yates,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Hendrick  L,cwis,  Ensi^m. 

Fourth  Company:  John  Fisher,  Captain  ;  John  Jf'cm- 
ple.  First  Lieutenant;  Mijndcrt  IV.  Quiukcnboss,  Second 
Lieutenant;  Garret  C .  Tan  liruckler.  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company:  Samuel  l\ttin<;;iU,  Captain;  Thomas 
Cmnc,  Lieutenant;  Samuel  Barnhart,  Jun.,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company:  ^/>«c/- i'Vcm/i,  Captain  ;  David  Mc- 
Master,  Lieutenant;  I'ettr  Vanderlindcn,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company:  Lewis  Croat,  Captain  ;  Jeremiah 
Staats,  First  Lieutenant ;  Christian  Enniest,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Emanuel  De  Graff,  Ensign. 

Eightii  Company:  Abraham  Hoi/ges,  Ca|ilain  ;  Jusejdi 
Yeamans,  First  Lieutenant ;  Abel  Hunt,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant; Amos  Bainet,  Ensign. 

liEKMAN-FLATS   AND   KINGSLAND. FOUUTII    J5ATTAL10N. 

llanyoost  Herlheiwer,  Colonel  ;  Veter  Bellinger, 
Lieutenant-Colonel;  Hanyoost  Shoemaker,  Major;  John 
Demooth,  Adjutant. 

First  Company:  John  Eiscnlord,  Ca]itain  ;  John  Kaij- 
ser.  First  Lieutenant;  Adam  Bellinger,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant ;  John  Smith,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:  John  Petri/,  Captain;  llanyoost  M. 
Petry,  First  Lieutenant  ;  llanyoost  H.  Petry,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Ji'illiam  Empie,   En-ign. 

Third  Company:  Daniel  f  e^;-y,'Captain  ;  Peter  T'ults, 
First  Lieutenant;  Marx  Raspack,  Second  Lieutenant; 
George  Hellmer,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company:  Frederick  Bellinger,  Captain;  Henry 
Ilarty.F'nsi  Lieutenant;  John  Demooth,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant ;   Peter  J.  Weaver,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company:  Peter  Bellinger,  Captain  ;  Jacob  Base- 
ha  we.  First  Lieutenant;  Nicholas  Staring,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  John  P.  Bellinger,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company:  llanyoost  llerkheimer,  Captain;  Fre- 
derick Ahrendorff,  First  Lieutenant;  Tinus  ClapsudJIe, 
Second  Lieutenant. 

Seventh  Company:  Rudolph  Shoemaker,  Captain; 
Dieterick  Stale,  First  Lieutenant;  Frederick  Shoe/na- 
kcr.  Second  Lieutenant. 

Eighth  Company:  George  llerkheimer.  Captain;  Fred- 
crick  Fox,  First  Lieutenant ;  Archibald  Armstrong,  Seconil 
Lieutenant  ;  Hanyoost  Tygert,  Ensign. 

Ninth  Company:  fVilliam  Tygert,  Captain;  Jacob 
Volts,  First  Lieutenant;  George  Jf'ents,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant; Frederick  Frank,  Ensign. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Nicholas  Hkuchkeimer,  Chairman. 


GENERAL  WOOSTER  TO   NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 

Oyster  Punds,  Aii'just  27,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  18th  instant  came  duly  to 
liand,  and  I  should  have  sailed  for  Harlem  without  loss  of 
time,  had  not  I  received  the  following  important  intelli- 
gence from  General  Washington,  viz: 

"August  -23,  1775.  Yesterday  I  received  ads  ice  from 
Boston,  that  a  nundjcr  of  liansports  have  sailed  on  a  second 
expedition  for  fiesh  provisions.  As  tiiey  may  pursue  the 
same  course,  only  advancing  further,  we  think  Montauk 
Point,  on  Long-Island,  a  very  probahle  place  of  their 
landing.  I  have  theiefore  thought  it  best  to  give  you  the 
earliest  intelligence,  but  I  do  not  mean  to  confine  your 
attention  or  vigilance  to  that  place;  yon  will  please  to  ex- 
tend your  views  as  far  as  the  mischief  may  be  probably 
extended." 

Thus  far  the  intelligence. 

1  would  further  inform  you,  that  the  Kingfisher,  last 
Wednesday,  weiit  up  the  Sound,  with  several  small  cutters, 
reconnoitring  the  north  side  of  the  island  ;  and  Thursday 
there  followed  past  this  place  two  topsail  vessels,  which  1 
apprehend  to  be  transports,  as  they  fired  two  signal  guns 
when  they  went  through  the  Race.  1  would  therefore 
recommend  it  to  the  Provincial  Congress  to  keep  a  good 
guard  over  Qureiis  County,  as  I  imagine  their  design  is  to 
get   stock   fiom  Hu:iii.'>gto„,  Lb^/d's  X'.ck,  ov  Fla.hiii'r  ■ 


and  as  we  hope  to  secure  all  the  stock  upon  this  part  of 
the  island,  you  may  expect  the  Boston  lleet  will  proceed 
further  up  the  Sound. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  lunnble  servant, 

David  Wooster. 
To  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq. 


(JENERAL   SCHUYLER   TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  Suiuiuy,  August  27,  177r),  C  o'.-lock,  A,  M. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  Excellency's  favours  of  the  1  1th  and 
20th  instant  were  delivered  ine  last  night. 

I  left  Ticonderoga  on  Thursday,  the  17th  instant,  and 
hoped  to  have  returned  in  four  days  ;  but  on  my  arrival  at 
Saratoga  1  received  information  that  a  large  body  of  In- 
dians of  the  Six  Nations  were  to  be  here  on  Tuesday  last, 
and  that  my  presence  was  indis|)ensably  necessary.  1 
therefore  attended,  and  on  Wednesday  the  congratulatory 
ceremony  was  performed,  and  on  Friday  the  treaty,  agree- 
able to  their  request,  was  opened  by  them,  by  giving  an 
answer  to  the  messages  that  had  been  sent  them  by  the 
Committee  of  this  place,  in  this  s|)eech  they  anticipated 
part  of  what  we  had  in  charge  to  deliver  to  them.  Being, 
as  we  conceived,  apprehensive  that  we  should  request  tliein 
to  take  up  arms  in  our  cause,  they  explicitly  declared  that, 
as  it  was  a  family  quarrel,  they  would  not  interfere,  but 
remain  neuter,  and  hoped  we  would  not  desire  more  of 
them.  We  have  not  got  above  half  thioiigh  what  we  are 
directed  to  say  to  them  ;  and  although  1  hardly  know  how 
to  leave  them,  yet  such  is  the  nature  of  the  intelligence 
contained  in  the  papers  which  I  do  myself  the  honour  to 
enclose  your  Excellency,  that  I  consider  myself  under  tlie 
necessity  of  leaving  the  Indian  business  to  my  colleagues. 
and  repairing  immediately  to  join  the  Army. 

That  Governour  Carlclon  and  his  agents  are  exerting 
tiieinselves  to  procure  the  savages  to  act  against  us,  I  have 
reason  to  believe,  from  the  various  accounts  which.  I  I'ave 
received  ;  but  1  do  not  believe  he  will  have  any  success 
with  the  Canada  Tribes,  though  T  make  no  doubt  but  he  is 
joined  by  some  of  the  more  remote  Indians,  who  1  believe 
will  assist  him,  and  who  have  already  served  him  as  scouts 
from  .SV.  John's.  I  shoidd  iherefoi'e  not  hesitate  one 
moment  to  employ  any  Lulians  that  iniglit  be  willing  to 
join  us. 

1  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  honour  you  have  done 
me,  in  communicating  me  your  plan  for  an  expedition  into 
Canada.  The  enclosed  information  of  Fire's,  which  cor- 
roborates not  only  the  information  of  Major  Brown,  and 
that  contained  in  the  two  aflidavils,  but  every  other  we 
have  liati,  leaves  not  a  trace  of  doubt  on  my  mind  as  to  the 
propriety  of  going  into  Canada;  and  to  do  it  has  been  my 
determination,  unless  prevented  by  my  superiours,  for  some 
time  ;  and  1  have  accordingly,  since  my  arrival  here,  re- 
quested General  Montgomery  to  get  every  thing  in  the 
best  readiness  he  could,  for  that  1  would  move  immediate- 
ly, weak  and  ill  appointed  as  we  were;  and  I  learn  with 
pleasure  that  he  has,  since  the  receipt  of  G'ri/A'n's  informa- 
tion, ordered  the  cannon  to  be  embarked,  and  he  will  jno- 
bably  be  oft'  from  Ticonderoga  so  soon  that  1  shall  only 
be  able  to  join  him  at  Crown  Point.  Such  being  my 
intention,  and  such  the  ideas  that  I  have  formed  of  tiie 
necessity  of  penetrating  into  Canada  without  delay,  your 
Excellency  will  easily  conceive  that  I  lilt  happy  to  learn 
your  intentions,  and  only  wishi-d  that  the  thought  had 
struck  you  sooner.  The  force  I  shall  carry  is  far  short  of 
what  I  would  wish.  I  believe  it  will  not  exceed  seventeen 
hundred  rnen  ;  and  this  will  be  a  body  insufficient  to  at- 
tempt (r^ucbeck  with,  after  leaving  the  necessary  detacli- 
inents  at  ;SV.  Johns,  Chamhly,  and  Montreal,  should  we 
succeed  and  carry  those  places,  which  must  be  respectable, 
to  keep  an  open  and  free  communication  with  Crown 
Point,  &e. 

Havintr  given  vonr  Excellency  the  time,  first  and  latest 
intelligence  I  have  hati,  togetliei'  with  my  opinion  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  Canadians,  I  proceeti  to  inform  you  of 
the  enemy's  strength,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn 
it.  Three  hundred  and  fifty  or  four  hundred  at  St.Joh7i's. 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  at  Chambly,  about 
fifty  at  Montreal,  and  one  Company  at  (^uebeclc ;  these 
are   regular   tioop^ :   besiiles  between  three   and   five  liun- 
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dred  Indians,  Scotchmen,  and  some  few  Canadians,  with 
Colonel  Johnson,  al  La  Chenc.  Of  this  party  the  Indians 
that  are  at  St.  Johns  are  a  i)art.  Whether  any  slnps  of 
war  are  at  (^atbeck  I  cannot  say,  as  none  have  been  men- 
tioned to  me.  1  am  raliier  inclined  to  believe  there  are 
none.  Should  the  detachment  of  your  body  penetrate  into 
Cinada,  and  we  meet  with  success,  i-luebcck  must  inevi- 
tably fall  into  our  hands.  Slioulil  we  meet  with  a  repulse, 
which  can  only  happen  from  foul  play  in  the  Canadians, 
I  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  inform  yonr  party  of  it,  that 
they  may  carry  into  execution  any  orders  you  may  give,  in 
case  sucii  an  unfortunate  event  should  arrive. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  be  |)articular  in  your 
orders  to  the  ofticer  that  may  command  the  detachments, 
that  there  may  be  no  clasliin;^,  should  we  join. 

1  shall  leave  orders  at  Ticondcroga  to  forward  all  the 
lead  that  can  be  spared. 

Excuse  these  scraps  of  paper;  necessity  obliges  me  to 
use  them,  having  no  other  fit  to  write  on. 

Be  pleased  to  make  my  compliments  to  the  gentlemen 
of  your  suite.  (Jolonel  liccd  will  be  so  good  as  to  excuse 
mv  not  answering  his  letter,  as  I  really  cannot  find  time. 

'l  am,  dear  Sir,  with  most  respectful  sentiments,  your 
Excellency's  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuvlku. 
His  Excellency  General  ll'iishinglun. 
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CENKRAI.   SCIIUVLER  TO    SAMUU,   STRINGF.R. 

Alb:iny,  August  27,  1775. 

Sir:  The  Continental  Congress  having  adjourned  before 
my  letter  recommending  the  establishment  of  a  hospital  for 
this  department  had  reached  Philadelphia,  since  which  I 
have  applied  to  the  Province  Congress  of  this  Colony,  who 
judge  that,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  such  an  establish- 
ment is  in  my  power,  and  necessity  impelling  me  to  it,  I 
do  entreat  you  to  take  upon  yourself  the  charge  of  it,  and 
to  proviile  such  necessaries  as  the  shortness  of  the  time 
will  admit  of;  and  I  do  hereby  engage  that  the  Continental 
Congress  will  make  you  the  same  allowance  for  your  ser- 
vice that  is  or  may  be  made  to  the  Director  of  tiie  Hospi- 
tal with  the  Grand  Continental  Army,  and  the  same  to  the 
niates  as  those  in  that  quarter  get ;  and  that  for  your  me- 
dicines and  instruments  yon  shall  be  allowed  the  value  of; 
and  if  any  money  is  immediately  wanted,  I  will  give  you 
a  warrant  for  the  same;  and  that  I  will  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  oot  the  decision  of  Congress  on  this  estab- 
lishment.     1  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant. 

Pun, IP   S(   MUYLKU, 

Major  General  commanding  the  Forces  of  the  Vnitcd 
Colonies  in  the  ^ew-Yurk  Department. 
To  Samuel  Stringer,  Esip 

(JJliccrs  and  Attendants  neressanj  for  a  Regular  General 
Hospital. 

A  Director,  Surgeons  and  Apothecaries  and  their  Mates, 
Clerks,  Stewards,  Surgery-Men,  Apothecaries'  Labourers, 
a  Matron,  and  Nurses. 

Mr.  Stringer,  whom  I  have  appointed  Director  of  the 
Hospital,  has  delivered  nw  this.  The  iiurnber  of  .Surgeons, 
Clerks,  and  Stewards,  uiusl  depind  on  the  numbers  in  the 
Hospital.  p  c 

'  1  IIII.IP  b(  HUVLER. 


NF.\vi:kkn  (\(>R'rn-i'  \iioi.ina)  committkk. 

(■n....n,tlr,.(luunlaT,  August  28,  1775. 

On  motion,  Onlered,  That  a  Proclamation  signed  by 
(Jovernour  Martin,  daieil  im  bnaid  His  Majesty's  Sloop 
Cruiser,  the  8th  instant,  he  piuiluci'd  and  read  ;  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

liesohed,  that  the  siid  Prurlaiiialion  is  a  compound  of 
falsrlH.u.l  and  illibeial  abuse,  artfully  and  insidiously  dressed 
for  iiuliliili  cxliiliiiion,  and  evidcnily  calculated  to  dissuade 
and  miiiniilaiL'  ilii;  unwary  anil  credulous  from  the  duty 
they  owe  themstlvcs  and  posterity;  aiming  to  reflect  dis- 
honour, by  the  most  personal  invectives,  on  gentlemen 
whose  zeal  for  their  Country's  happiness  has  not  only  im- 
pressed us  with  a  lively  and  lasting  sense  of  their  v'iitue, 
integrity,  and  abilities,  but  has  happily  hitherto  rendered 


abortive  the  diabolical  projects  of  a  tyrannical  Minister,  and 
the  numberless  petty  tyrants  under  him. 

That  the  said  Proclamation  tends  to  stimulate  and  en- 
courage the  Crown  officers  and  Court  dependants  in  this 
Province  to  a  vigorous  exertion  of  their  feeble  powers  in 
support  of  those  infernal  schemes  of  which  the  said  Gov- 
ernour  is  the  avowed  patron. 

That  by  admitting  a  name  that  might  have  been  respect- 
able to  so  foul  and  disgraceful  a  composition,  the  Governour 
has  degraded  himself  from  the  elevated  rank  of  our  most 
gracious  Sovereign's  representative,  to  the  level  and  degree 
of  a  contemptible  scribbler ;  with  this  only  difFerence — 
that  as  the  latter  would  view  his  venal  production  from  a 
garret  in  Grub-Street,  the  Governour  is  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  smuggling  his  from  the  equally  narrow  limits 
to  which  unnecessary  fears,  the  concomitants  of  guilt,  have 
precipitately  driven  him. 

That  by  the  said  Proclamation,  as  well  as  by  sundry 
Letters  heretofore  published,  the  Governour  has  given  the 
fullest  evidence  of  his  unfriendly  disjjosition  towards  this 
Province,  and  manifested  a  deterufined  resolution,  as  far  as 
in  his  power,  to  subvert  a  Constitution  which,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  life  and  fortune,  every  honest  man  ought  to  stipport. 

That  therefore  the  aforesaid  enormous  Proclamation,  in 
length  no  less  than  six  feet,  in  breadth  three,  ought  to  be 
detested  and  despised  by  every  real  friend  to  the  rights  of 
mankind,  and  in  our  opinion  deserves  the  infamy  of  being 
consigned  to  the  flames  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hang- 
man, as  the  just  reward  of  treason  and  rebellion  against  our 
happy  Constitution,  and  as  a  false,  scandalous,  and  mali- 
cious libel  against  the  first  and  fairest  characters  in  this 
country. 

By  order  of  the  Committee: 

John  Green,  Chairman. 
J.  SiTfJREAVEs,  Secretary. 

NORFOLK  BOROUGH   (viRGINIa)   COMMITTEE. 

Norfollc  Borough  Comuuttec  Cliambor,  August  2S,  1775. 

Whereas  it  appears,  from  undoubted  testimony,  that  a 
certain  John  Schaw,  of  the  Borough,  did,  in  the  presence 
of  Lord  Dunmore,  ofliciously  point  out  to  the  Soldiery  at 
Gosport  one  Alexander  Main,  Mev  to  one  of  the  Volunteer 
Companies  of  this  place,  as  a  person  who  ought  to  be  ap- 
prehended for  his  impudence  (as  the  said  Schau-  expressed 
himself)  in  wearing  a  hunting  shirt  in  their  presence;  in 
consequence  of  which  the  unhappy  man  was  apprehended, 
and  is  now  by  his  Lordship's  orders  confined  on  board  the 
0<<er  Sloop-of-War:  We  therefore  think  it  our  duty  to 
declare,  that  the  said  Schau-  has  herein  showed  himself  a 
busy  tool,  and  an  enemy  to  American  liberty;  and,  as  such, 
we  advise  every  friend  to  his  country  to  have  no  further 
dealin;,'  or  connection  with  him. 

Published  by  order:       A\'ii.liam  Davif.s,  Secretary. 


,MIDI)l,ESi;X    COUNTV    (\IRfaNIA)   COMMITTEE. 

I'lbanna,  August  2S,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  Committee  of  the  County,  present 
eighteen  Members:  The  Committee  being  informed  that 
Charles  }svilson,  Es(j.,  had  made  use  of  expressions,  in 
course  of  a  conversation  between  himself  and  Tobias  Allen, 
an  inhabitant  of  this  County,  which  were  by  the  Committee 
deeiiicd  inimical  to  the  glorious  cause  of  liberty  in  which 
America  is  engaged,  Mr.  ^.eilson,  on  hearing  a  Committee 
would  be  held  to  inquire  into  the  charges  against  him,  came 
voluntarily  before  us,  and  made  the  following  concession  : 
"  In  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Tobias  Allen,  soon  after  the 
engagement  at  Bunker's  Hill,  I  said  I  heard  the  Provincials 
were  defeatetl,  or  had  got  a  flogging,  and  that  I  was  glad 
of  it.  as  I  hoped  it  would  put  an  end  to  the  unhappy 
disputes  ;  and  as  this  Committee  think  these  expressions 
inimical  to  the  liberties  o( America,  I  do  hereby  declare  I 
never  meant  to  injure  the  cause  of  freedom  or  constitu- 
tional principles,  and  should  be  extremely  sorry  to  be  looked 
on  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  friend  to  America. 

"Charles  Neilso.m." 

Ordrnd.  Tiiat  tiie  same  be  transmitted  to  the  Printer 
ol  the  1  irginia  Gazetli ,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  |)rint 
the  same.      By  ord^'r  of  the  Committee: 

LoDowRK  Jones.  Clerk. 


445 


CORRESPOIVDEISCE,  PROCEEDINGS, 


AUGUST,  1775. 


446 


CAPTAIN  JOHN  LAMB  TO  NEW-YOKK   CONGllESS, 

New-York,  August  28,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  I  last  Saturday  evening  received  an  oicler 
from  your  Board,  respecting  the  pay  ofllie  Artillery  Com- 
pany under  my  command  ;  by  which  order  I  observe  you 
have  made  an  entire  new  arrangement  in  regard  to  the  said 
Company,  by  making  it  an  addiiional  Company,  to  be  con- 
sidered as  part  of  Col.  McDoiigall's  Regiment,  and  subject 
to  his  commands.  As  the  Artillery,  in  every  service,  are 
always  considered  as  a  distinct  corps,  and  never  as  part  of 
any  particular  Regiment,  and  as  I  engaged  in  the  service  of 
my  Country  purely  from  a  principle  of  serving  it,  divested 
of  every  sinister  motive,  I  conceive  myself  to  be  degraded 
by  this  new  arrangement,  and  deprived  of  that  rank  which 
a  Captain  of  Artillery  is  known  to  hold  in  every  country. 
1  am  therefore  constrained,  in  honour,  to  decline  a  service 
in  which  1  must  continually  suffer  the  greatest  mortification 
and  chagrin  ;  at  the  same  time  I  cannot  doubt  but  you  will 
make  some  provision  to  compensate  for  the  trouble  and 
expense  which  I  have  necessarily  been  put  to  in  raising  the 
Company.    I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

John  Lamb. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony  of 

Ncic-  York.  

SAMtEL  BURLLNG  TO  NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 

Xrw-York,  August  2H,  1775. 

Sir:  Having  received  a  letter  by  the  last  |)ost  from 
Providence,  in  Rhode-Island,  accompanied  with  another 
from  the  Committee  of  said  Town,  directed  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  the  City  oi  New-YorJc,  request- 
ing liberty  to  ship  to  that  place  a  quantity  of  flour  and  other 
provisions,  for  the  use  of  that  Town  and  the  Provincial 
Army,  by  Captain  Lindsay  and  Captain  Joseph  IVitney, 
who  are  well  provided  to  carry  the  same  with  safety,  Cap- 
tain Lindsay  waits  on  you  for  permission  for  the  said  two 
vessels  to  load,  and  for  which,  agreeable  to  the  desire  of 
that  Committee,  1  also  request  the  approbation  and  concur- 
rence of  the  Congress.      1  am  your  lumible  servant, 

Samuel  Burling. 
To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  ISew-  York. 


which,  with  one  thousand  bushels  more,  and  a  few  boards, 
will  be  all  her  cargo;  with  which  cargo  of //if//rt«  corn  and 
lumber  the  said  brig  is  to  proceed  to  the  Island  of  Madeira  ; 
and  for  the  true  performance  of  it,  myself  and  the  Captain 
will  enter  into  any  security  recjuired  by  the  honourable  the 
Provincial  Congress.  I  therefore  pray  the  Congress  will 
give  me  j)ermission  to  take  on  board  the  remainder  of  my 
cargo,  which  is  bought  already,  and  suffer  the  said  Brig 
Patty  to  depart  wiih  it  to  Madeira,  which  will  greatly 
oblige  yours  and  the  Congress's  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, V.  Pearschfield. 
To  Peter  T'.  B.  Livingston,  Est].,  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  for  the  Colony  o(  ISeic-York. 

New-York,  August 'JH,  177.-. 

Gentlemen:  We  request  a  permission  for  our  Sloop 
Charlotte,  Captain  Harriot,  to  depart  for  A7??o-4f o;i,  in  the 
Island  oi. Jamaica,  with  a  cargo  of  three  hundred  and  thirty 
barrels  of  flour,  and  some  staves  on  board:  and  we  intend 
to  put  on  board  twenty  or  thirty  barrels  of  lamp  oil,  if  to 
be  had,  and  to  fill  up  with  staves.  We  had  engaged  a 
parcel  of  ship-bread  from  Mr.  Phanir,  which  was  assigned 
to  him  and  some  other  gentlemen,  for  the  use  of  the  poor, 
by  Mr.  Abraham  J^an  T'kck,  a  late  delinquent ;  but,  on  con- 
sidering your  late  resolves,  we  decline  asking  a  permission 
for  that  article. 

We  are,  most  respecifully,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  and 
very  humble  servants,  Henry  Remsen, 

Jno.  Reade. 


Nrn-.Vork,  August  2s,  1775. 

Charles  IMcEvcrs  and  Couipany  infoiin  the  honourable 
Provincial  Congress  that  they  have  pmchascd  a  cargo  of 
wheat,  which  is  now  loading  on  board  the  Ship  Alb((ny, 
James  Banyan  master,  for  Lisbon,  and  that  no  other  article 
of  provisions  is  to  be  loaded  on  board  said  ship.  They  are 
ready  to  give  any  security  required  that  this  ship  and  cargo 
shall  proceed  direct  to  Lisbon.  They  therefore  pray  that 
permission  may  be  given  for  this  ship  to  iinisii  her  loadinj;, 
and  proceed  on  her  voyage. 


New-York,  August  20,  1775. 

Received  on  board  the  Sloop  Victory,  whereof  I  am 
master,  in  good  order  and  well  conditioned,  the  undermen- 
tioned goods,  which  I  promise  to  deliver  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  at  Providence,  in  Rhode-Island ,  or  to  his 
assigns,  (the  danger  of  the  seas  and  seizures  only  excepted,) 
he  or  they  paying,  for  the  freight  of  the  same,  one  Pound 
twelve  Shillings  for  the  baggage,  and  three  Pounds  eigh- 
teen Shillings  for  the  passage  of  two  servants,  and  their 
accommodations  while  on  board,  viz : 

Two  trunks  marked  C.  jF".,  Esq.;  one  valise,  with  bed- 
ding, Lieutenant  French,  Twenty-Second  Regiment ;  two 
trunks  marked  Ensign  Rotlon,  Forty-Fifth  Regiinent ;  one 
valise,  do.;  two  canteens,  do.;  one  bed-case,  do.;  one  fiddle- 
case,  do.;  one  hat-case,  do.;  two  trunks  marked  Mr.  Mc- 
Dermott ;  one  bed-box,  do.;  one  small  trunk,  do.;  one  valise 
bedding,  do.  Bknj.  Lindsay. 

APPLICATIONS  TO  NEW-YORK   CONGRESS  FOR  PERMISSION  TO 
LOAD  VESSELS  FOR  FOREIGN   PORTS. 

Now-York,  -August  28,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Wo  have  a  vessel  loading  for  a  foreign 
port,  which  is  cleared  out  at  the  custom-house,  her  cargo 
to  consist  of  three  thousand  bushels  of  rye,  which  we  have 
purchased,  the  proceeds  of  which,  with  what  bills  we  mean 
to  send,  we  intended  to  have  laid  out  in  articles  that  will 
be  much  wanted  by  this  Continent ;  should  take  it  as  a 
particular  favour  if  you  would  take  this  affair  in  your  con- 
sideration, and,  if  agreeable,  to  grant  us  a  permit  to  finish 
loading  and  to  proceed  to  sea. 

We  are,  with  esteem,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servants,  Jas.  &  Alex.  Stewart. 

To  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Nctc-York. 

New-York,  August  28,  1775. 
Sir:    I   have   laden  on  board  my  Ting  Patty,  Captain 
Bedford  Ashfield,  four  thousand   bushels  of  Indian  corn, 


New-York,  August  28.  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Being  informed  that  you  had  come  to  a 
resolution  that  no  provisions  shall  be  shipped  out  of  this 
Colony  without  first  obtaining  permission  of  you,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  order  we  think  it  our  duty  to  acquaint 
you  that  the  Ship  Pc^'-i,'-//,  Captain  Barron,  had  on  board, 
before  the  resolve  was  made,  about  seven  thousand  four 
hundred  bushels  of  wheat,  with  which  she  was  cleared,  and 
sailed  as  fir  as  Coney  Island,  whicli  cargo  we  did  intend 
she  woidd  have  gone  to  sea  with,  (although  there  was 
about  five  hundred  bushels  wanting  to  complete  lier  load,) 
as  we  were  determined  not  to  transgress  your  orders. 

We  therefore  hope  you  will  grant  us  permission  to  take 
on  board  the  remainder  of  her  cargo,  and  proceed  to  Fal- 
mouth, m  England,  as  at  first  intended. 

Your  compliance  will  much  oblige  your  lumiblc  sei- 
vants,  .Murray  Sansom, 

Fred.  Rhinelander. 
To  the  Ilonoiiiable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  ]Seic-York. 


.'vrw-Ynrk,  August  28,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  informed  tliat,  by  a  resolve  of  yoiu- 
House,  no  provision  shall  be  loaded  or  sent  from  hence  with- 
out vour  permission.  We,  ever  willing,  invariably,  to  abide 
by  every  measure  adopted  that  may  be  thought  necessary  and 
conducive  for  the  good  of  society,  think  it  our  duty,  at  this 
time,  to  inform  j'ou  that  a  considerable  time  ago  we  had 
orders  from  a  house  at  Madeira  to  send  them  a  vessel  load 
of  wheat,  Indian  covn,  rye,  flour,  staves,  he.  In  compli- 
ance with  this  order,  about  six  weeks  ago  began  buying 
wheat  and  flour,  &c.,  and  stored  and  now  half  loaded. 
IMust  also  acquaint  you  that  eight  days  ago  a  vessel  arrived 
from  Scotlanil,  the  owners  of  which  have  given  orders  to 
load  with  wheat  for  Barcelona,  and  in  consequence  of,  have 
purchased  and  stored,  and  have  more  engaged,  so  that  both 
vessels  could  sail  this  week.  Would  be  glad  to  know  what 
is  reijuislte  for  us  to  do,  as  we  are  willing  to  give   every 


COllUESPONDnNCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  Sec,  AUGUST,  U 


447 

satisfaction  in  our  power;  and  the  Captains,  on  their  parts, 
will  l,incl  li.en.selvos  to  carry  the  vessels  where  destined. 
We  remain  vour  most  humble  servants, 

'        WaLTKK  ic  THOS.  BUCHANNAN  &.  Co. 

-^ideiit  and  "Members  of  the  Congress  for  the  Colo- 
\\cu-  York. 
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-Y,„-k,  A. 


At 


of  theC 


PaMpiest  of  6'.  ly.  Bcilcman,  D.  Bukman,  ai}ii  C.  1  . 
JjOwc,  to  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  A tw- 1  oik, 
(or  liberty  to  take  on  board  the  Sloo|)  Fcnnst/lvania  Fanner, 
William  Xewton,  master,  {Bermuda  built,  and  a  fast  sail- 
iu'^'  vessel,  cleared  out  and  actually  bound  for  the  Island 
of  .SV.  Croii',)  a  car;,'o,  to  consist  of  Indian  meal,  rye  meal, 
ship  bread,  staves,  headini^,  hoops,  and  buards. 

Xrw-Voik,  A..(;u»i:2i),  1775. 

Il'illiam  Mulcom  re(piosts  permission  from  the  Congress 
lor  the  departure  of  the  Sloo|)  Thistle,  Captain  Hadilick, 
to  St,  Euslatia,  with  the  following  cargo,  viz: 

Sixteen  barrels  of  ship  bread,  for  stores  and  cargo;  forty 
barrels  of  apples;   one  hundred  and  tifty  bushels  Indian     ilou.  James  Hollyday,  bsq 


General  to  collect  all  the  arms  together  and  send  as  many 
men  oil"  directly  to  Ticonderoga,  (and  that  without  tents,) 
which  will  not  be  a  lull  Company  unless  1  can  purchase 
some  arms  here. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Philip  CoiiTLANnT, 
Lt.  (Jul.  of  the  Fourth  Battalion. 

P.  S.  The  cash  I  received  I  was  obliged  to  pay  to  the 
nmtinous  men  in  the  lower  barrack?,  and  1  sent  by  Lieut. 
Biker,  to  Captain  lloodard,  at  ycic-Toivn,  Lorn;- hi  and, 


:ry  of  makvland. 
icil  of  Safety  of  Ma 
^>yth  o(  August,  r 


■ylmnl,  at 
75,  were 


Annapolis,  on  Tuesday,  tl 
present : 

The  Honourable  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Ksq., 
Hon.  Charles  Carroll,  V^<t\.,  13arrister,  Hon.  Thomas  John- 
son, Jun.,  Esc|.,  Hon.  lUlliam  Faca,  Esq.,  Hon.  Robert 
Alexander,  Esi].,  Hon.  Edward  Lloyd,  Esq.,  Hon.  Samuel 


Chase,    Esq.,  Hon.  Charles  Carroll,  Esq.,  of  Corroi 


llto 


•orn,  (one  hundred  and  fifty  more  to  go  on  board  this  morn- 
ng  ;)  thirty  boxes  spermaceti  candles  ;  eight  cases  of  furni- 
ture ;  fifteen  thousand  feet  of  lumber  ;  four  thousand  hoops  ; 


twenty  thousand  sh 
of  onions. 


ly  ban 


I'lscorn  meal; 
William  .M.- 


bunches 


Abraham  De  Feyste 
chant,  humbly  prays   tli 


Niiw.Voik,  Auyu»t  2i).  1775. 

of  the  City  of  New- York,  mer- 
Provincial  CJongress,  now  silting 
City,  that  he  be  permitted  to  load  the  Sloop  Charity 
with  two  hundred  bushels  of  corn,  four  tons  of  ship  bread, 
two  hogsheads  of  dried  cod,  and  ten  dozen  of  poultry;  the 
cargo  being  already  purchased,  part  on  boaril,  bound  for  the 
Island  of  Antigua,  or  some  one  other  of  the  fCesi-Indin 
Islands.  And  for  this  purpose  he  further  prays  the  permit 
of  this  honourable  Board. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress. 


COI.O.Nl'.L   PlllLlC   COIi'lLA.NDT   TO   NLW-VOKK   CONfiRLSS. 

.\ll)aiiy,  August  it,  1775. 

DkahSir:  Agreeable  to  verbal  orders  received  from 
Colonel  Holmes,  when  last  in  Ate- I'oj/r,  made  all  the 
despatch  in  my  power  to  this  place,  where  1  arrived  the 
'-i()tli  instant.  Finding  ("aptain  Henry  B.  Livingston,  with 
his  Company,  in  a  small  house  in  1'own,  he  wants  many 
things,  such  as  shoes,  shirts,  stockings,  underclothes,  haver- 
sacks, and  cash,  having  advanced  all  himself  that  has  been 
paid  his  men  as  yet. 

The  day  1  arrived  came  up  the  following  Captains,  with 
their  Companies:  Captain  Herrirk,  Captain  Falmer, 
Captain  Hcrtell,  and  Captain  Mills,  all  without  blankets, 
except  Ca[itaiii  David  Falmer;  many  of  the  men  wanting 
shirts,  shoes,  stockings,  underclothes,  and,  in  short,  without 
any  thing  lit  for  a  soldier  except  a  uniform  coat,  and  not 
more  than  thirty  guns,  with  four  Companies,  lit  for  ser- 
vice. They  are  now  on  board  the  small  boats  that  brourrht 
them  up,  having  no  place  for  thom  to  go  into,  as  there  is 
not  one  tent  that  I  can  find  for  our  JJatlalion,  and  three 
Companies  without  blankets,  and  none  to  be  had  at  this 
place.  I  do  not  know  how  to  act,  or  what  to  do  with 
tliein  :  they  begin  to  ask  for  cash  and  belter  lodgings,  beint; 


The  above  Members  having  previously  subscribed  the 
Association,  the  Hon.  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer, 
Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  Thomas  Johnson,  Jun.,  Eil- 
ward  Lloyd,  and  Samuel  Chase,  were  qualified  before  .Mr. 
Faca,  and  Robert  Alexander,  liilliam  Faca,  James  Hol- 
lyday,  and  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  were  qualified 
before  Mr.  Chase,  by  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the 
Convention. 

Gabriel  Duvall  was  chosen  Clerk,  and  qualified  before 
]Mr.  Chase,  by  taking  the  oath  directed  by  the  Convention. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  the  next  day,  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  morning. 


Auiriist  30, 


Jeiiifl 


Wednof 

The  Council  met  accordinu  to  adjc 

The  Hon.  Daniel  of  St.  ^Thomas 
President. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Beatty,  of  Fredericklown,  be 
empowered  to  contract  for  the  making  and  delivery  of  six 
hundred  and  filty  good  substantial  proved  Muskets,  three 
feet  and  a  half  in  barrel,  and  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in 
the  bore,  with  good  double  Bridle  Locks,  Black  AValnut  or 
Majde  Stocks,  and  plain  strong  brass  mounting;  Bayonets 
with  Steel  Blades  seventeen  inches  long  ;  Steel  Ramrods, 
double  Screws;  Priming  Wires  and  Brushes  fitted  thereto: 
with  a  pair  of  Brass  Moulds  for  every  eighty  iMuskets,  to 
cast  twelve  Bullets  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  side  to 
cast  Shot  of  such  size  as  the  Muskets  will  chamber  three 
of  them,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  Dollars  and  two-thirds 
of  a  Dollar  in  Bills  of  Credit  issued  by  Resolve  of  the  last 
Convention,  for  every  such  fiie-lock  with  the  above  accou- 
trements, delivered  at  Georgetown  or  Elkridge  Landing, 
if  required;  and  may  contract  to  advance  one-half  of  the 
purchase  money  on  good  security  for  the  delivery  of  the 
Muskets,  one-third  thereof  before  the  first  day  of  Janunri/ 
next,  one-third  thereof  before  the  first  day  of  March  next, 
and  the  residue  before  the  first  day  of  May  next,  and  on 
the  last  delivery  the  residue  of  the  purchase  monev  to  be 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Jf'cslern  Shore  pay 
unto  Mr.  Charles  Beatty,  or  his  order,  out  of  the  Bills  of 
Credit   in  his  hands.  Three  Thousand  Four  Hundred  and 


much  crowded  in  the  small  boats  in  which  I  am  obliged  to     Sixty-Six  Dollars  and  two-thirds  of  a  Dollar,  to  enable  I 


keep  them.  1  this  morning  made  application  to  the  Com 
inittee  of  Albany,  who  will  do  all  in  their  power  for  me, 
which  1  believe  is  but  very  little.  Shall  be  much  oblij^ed  to 
the  honourable  Congress  to  send  me  with  all  convenient 
speed  arms,  blankets,  tents,  shoes,  stockings,  haversacks, and 
cash,  by  all  means.  1  want  to  be  going  forward,  where, 
by  what  1  can  learn,  we  shall  be  wanting  if  we  can  go  soon, 
or  not  at  all.  The  men  say,  give  us  guns,  blankets,  tents, 
&:c.,  and  we  will  fight  the  devil  himself;  but  do  not  keep 
us  here  in  market  boats,  as  though  we  were  a  parcel  of 
sheep  or  calves.  In  short,  nothing  can  give  me  more  plea- 
sure than  the  arrival  of  the  aforesaid  articles  ;  until  which, 
shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  keep  the  men  together,  and  in 
as  good  order  as  clubs  and  canes  can  keep  them,  without 
arms  to  keep  a  proper  guard ;  as  I  have  orders  from  the     the  forenoon. 


to  ailvance  as  aioresaid. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Alexander,  Esq.,  of  Baltimore 
Town  be  enqiowered  to  conlract  for  the  making  and  deli- 
very of  five  hundred  good  substantial  proved  Muskets,  with 
the  same  accoutrements  and  like  dimensions  with  those  for 
which  Mr.  Beatty  is  empowered  to  conlract,  and  for  the 
same  price,  and  may  contract  to  advance  in  the  same 
manner. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  JJ'estern  Shore  pay 
unto  Mr.  Robert  Alexander,  or  his  order,  Two  Thousand 
Six  Hundred  and  Fifty-Six  Dollars  and  two-thirds  of  a 
Dollar,  out  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  in  his  hands,  to  enable  him 
to  advance  as  aforesaid. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  the  next  day,  ten  o'clock  m 
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Thursday,  August  31,  1775. 

The  Council  met  according  to  acljonrninent. 

Resolved,  That  tiie  Treasurer  of  tlie  H'estern  Shore,  out 
of  the  Bills  of  Credit  in  liis  iiands,  pay  unto  Mr.  Isaac 
Harris,  or  his  order,  four  Dollars  and  two-thirds  of  a  Dol- 
lar, for  every  good  substantial  proved  Musket  Barrel,  three 
feet  and  a  half  long,  and  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  the 
bore,  agreeable  to  the  one  now  made  and  delivered,  and 
for  a  pair  of  Brass  Moulds,  as  aforesaid,  for  every  eighty 
barrels,  which  the  said  Harris  shall  deliver  to  the  said 
Treasurer  before  the  first  day  of  May  next. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Alexander,  Esq.,  be  empowered 
to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  five  thousand  Cartouch 
Boxes,  to  l)old  twenty-three  rounds  of  powder  and  ball,  with 
good  Belts,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  Dollar  for  each 
Cartouch  Box  and  Belt,  and  for  five  thousand  Gun  Belts, 
and  five  thousand  Bayonet  Belts,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one-third  of  a  Dollar  for  each  Belt,  and  for  one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  fifty  Scabbards  for  Bayonets,  for  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one-third  part  of  a  Dollar  for  each  Scab- 
bard. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  pay 
unto  Mr.  Alexander,  or  his  order.  Five  Thousand  Dollars, 
out  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  in  his  liands,  to  enable  him  to 
advance  to  the  Contractors. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  pay 
unto  Thomas  Johnson,  Jun.,  Esq.,  or  his  order,  Two 
Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty  Dollars,  to  be  by  him 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  good  double  Bridle  Locks,  good 
plain  Brass  Mounting,  Black  Walnut  or  Maple  Stocks, 
Steel  Ramrods,  Bayonets  with  Steel  Blades  seventeen  inches 
long,  double  Screws,  Priming  AVires  and  Brushes,  fur  five 
hundred  Muskets. 

The  following  Letter  from  Thomas  Jcnings,  Esq.,  was 
received  by  the  Council ; 

"Gentlemen:  Matters  of  an  interesting  nature  require 
my  attendance  in  England,  and  the  present  recess  of 
business  enables  me  to  undertake  the  voyage  with  little  in- 
convenience to  my  private  affairs.  I  pro))ose  returning 
early  in  the  Spring,  and  have  inducements  to  believe  that 
1  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  rendering  some  service  to  the 
general  cause  ;  if,  however,  in  the  present  exigency  of  the 
times,  my  voyage  is  deemed  improper,  1  shall  decline  any 
further  thoughts  of  prosecuting  it. 

"lam,  very  respectfully,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  .,  m  t 

'  "Thomas  JENiNCis. 

*'  September  I,  177.')." 

Lfpon  reading  of  which.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jtnings  be 
informed  that  the  Council  see  no  inipro))riety  in  the  prose- 
cution of  his  intention  to  go  to  England. 

The  following  Advertisement  was  ordered  to  be  insert- 
ed in  the  Maryland  G'azelte  : 

"The  Council  of  Safety,  desirous  of  forwarding  the 
intentions  of  the  Convention  in  promoting  the  manufac- 
ture of  Salt,  Saltpetre,  Gunpowder,  and  Fire-Arms,  request 
any  persons  who  are  inclined  to  engage,  on  liberal  encour- 
agement, in  the  manufacture  of  Fire-Arms,  or  to  erect  a 
Powder-Mill  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Baltimore  Town, 
where  it  will  be  most  beneficial,  or  Salt  or  Saltpetre  Works, 
that  they  will  send  their  proposals,  in  writing,  to  Gabriel 
Duvall,  Clerk  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  they  shall  be 
attended  to,  and  speedily  answered." 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer, 
Esq.,  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Wallace,  or  any  of  them,  be  empowered  to  contract  for  the 
making  and  delivery  of  any  number,  not  exceeding  one 
thousand,  good  substantial  jiroved  Muskets,  of  the  same 
dimensions  and  with  the  same  accoutrements  with  those 
for  which  Mr.  Beatty  is  empowered  to  contract,  and  for 
the  same  \)v\ce,  and  may  contract  to  advance  in  the  same 
manner. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  pay 
unto  the  Hon.  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq.,  Charles 
Carroll  of  Carrolhon,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Charles  Wallace,  or 
any  of  them,  or  either,  or  either  of  their  order.  Five  Thou- 
sand Three  Hundred  and  Thirty -Three  Dollars  and  one- 
third  of  a  Dollar,  out  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  in  his  hands,  to 
enable  them  to  advance  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Johnson,  Jun.,  Esq.,  be  em- 
powered to  contract  for  the  making  and  delivery  of  any 
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number,  notexceedingone  thousand,  good  substantial  proved 
Muskets,  of  the  same  dimensions  and  with  the  same  accou- 
trements with  those  for  which  Air.  Beatty  is  empowered  to 
contract,  and  for  the  same  price,  and  may  contract  to 
advance  in  the  same  manner. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  pay 
unto  Thomas  Johnson,  Jun.,  Es(|.,  Five  Thousand  Three 
Hundred  and  Thirty-Three  Dollars  and  one-thiid  of  a  Dol- 
lar, out  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  in  his  hands,  to  enable  him 
to  advance  as  aforesaid. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Connniltee  of  Observation  for 
Kent  County,  relating  to  JuAk  Patterson  and  Robert 
Buchanan,  were  read  ;  on  consideration  whereof,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Council  that  that  branch  of  the  Council  of 
Safety  on  the  Eastern  Shore  hath  competent  jurisdiction 
of  the  charges  contained  in  the  said  Proceedings,  which 
opinion  is  ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Publick  Arms  delivered  out  in  April 
last,  and  which  have  been  distributed  in  Baltimore  Coun- 
ty, be  collected,  so  that  they  may  be  delivered  to  the 
Minute-Men,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  the  last  Convention. 

Signed  by  order:  G.  Duvall,  Clerk. 


BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN   TO   NEW-YOUK    CONGRESS. 

IVrtli-Ainboy,  August  29,  1775. 

Sir:  The  Committee  of  Safety  acquainted  you,  by  a  let- 
ter dated  the  2()th  inst.,  that  we  had  ordered  a  ton  of  gun- 
powder to  be  sent  you,  agreeable  to  your  request.  It  left 
Philadelphia  early  on  Sunday  morning,  and  yesterday  I 
overtook  the  wagon  on  the  road  at  Trenton,  and  left  it 
proceeding  on  the  journey.  But  being  informed  this 
morning  at  Brunsuick  that  four  wagon  loads  of  powder 
had  passed  through  that  place  on  Friday  evening,  for  your 
City,  and  supposing  it  to  be  the  powder  which  you  men- 
tioned as  having  been  expected,  but  not  arrived,  which 
occasioned  your  sending  to  us,  and  as  we  have  still  too 
little  at  Philadelphia,  1  thought  it  best  to  stop  that  powder, 
and  send  it  hack  again,  and  wrote  accordingly  to  the 
wagoner  by  a  person  just  setting  out  for  Trenton.  I  write 
this,  therefore,  that  you  may  not  expect  it  at  Newark  in 
consequence  of  our  letter. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  am.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  B.  Franklin. 

Honourable  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq. 

BERGEN  COUNTY  (nEW-JERSEy)  COMMITTEE. 

B^tgL-n  County  fouimiUee  Cliauiber,  August  29,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  Peter  Zabriskie,  Jacob  Terhune,  John 
Demurest,  and  Joost  Zabriskie,  be  a  Committee  of  Safety, 
to  act  for  the  County  during  the  recess  of  the  County 
Committee. 

Resolved,  That  all  male  persons,  above  sixteen  and 
under  fifty  years  old,  who  have  removed  or  shall  hereafter 
remove  from  other  Provinces  or  other  Counties  into  this 
County,  during  the  present  unhappy  contest  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies,  shall  he  enrolled 
in  the  Militia  Company  of  the  District  within  which  such 
Companies  shall  respectively  reside;  and  that  all  such  as 
neglect  or  refuse  to  come  under  the  Militia  Regulations  of 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Province  shall  be  imme- 
diately desired  to  leave  the  County. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

John  Fell,  Chairman. 


JONATHAN  TRUMBULL,  JUN.,   TO   NEW-YORK    CO.VGRESS. 

Ne«-York,  August  29,  1775, 

May  it  please  your  Honours:  I  have  this  day  re- 
ceived your  letter,  in  the  name  of  the  President  of  this 
honourable  Congress,  requesting  me,  as  Paymaster,  to  ad- 
vance to  Colonel  James  Holmes  six  hundred  I'ounds,  to 
enalile  him  to  pay  his  men.  In  answer  I  have  only  to  say, 
that  the  resolution  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress, 
by  virtue  of  which  I  have  received  the  money  destined  for 
the  use  of  the  Army  in  the  Northern  Department,  men- 
tions the  application  thereof  shall  be  made  in  such  manner 
as  General  Schuyler,  by  his  warrant,  shall  limit  and  appoint. 
In  consequence  hereof,  I  have  received  General  Schuyler's 
order,  in  the  following  words,  viz:  "As  soon  as  you  have 
29 
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possessed  yourself  of  the  money  which  Congress  has  de- 
si<Tned  for  this  quarter,  and  which  I  hope  you  will  do  with 
th'e  greatest  despatch,  you  will  please  to  exchange  as  much 
of  it  for  eitlier  silver  or  gold  as  you  possibly  can,  and  then 
repair  to  Albany."  Be  assured,  gentlemen,  it  is  my  wish 
to  do  every  thing  in  my  power,  consistent  with  my  duty, 
for  the  general  service.  I  imagine,  from  the  above  repre- 
sentation, your  Honours  will  perceive  it  is  not  an  undue 
attention  to  forms  which  will  prevent  my  advancing  the 
money. 

I  am,  with  esteem,  your  Honours'  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  Jona.  Trlmbuli.,  Jin. 

Honourable  Provincial  Congress,  y,civ-York. 


JOHN    CANDEI.L   TO   NEW-YOKK  CONOllKSS. 

New-York,  August  29,  1775. 

Gkntlemen  :  In  the  most  respectful  manner  I  beg  leave 
thus  to  approach  you,  with  humble  hopes  that  you  will 
please  to  grant  this,  my  truly  most  earnest  retjuest,  to  be  by 
your  order  brought  before  you,  so  soon  as  convenience  can 
possibly  admit  after  your  receipt  hereof,  for  the  purpose 
of  hearing  me  on  the  matters  laid  to  my  charge,  which  in- 
volve me  and  my  family  in  the  greatest  distress,  more  than 
pen  can  well  describe  or  idea  form. 

1  am  conscious,  gentlemen,  should  I  meet  the  indulgent 
favour  I  now  earnestly  seek  for,  I  can  satisfy  how  false  are 
many  of  those  charges  against  me,  particularly  as  to  the 
manner  of  my  going  on  board  the  men  of  war,  my  beha- 
viour since  in  confinement,  &c.  If  upon  such  your  favour- 
able hearing  you  should  he  of  opinion  that  my  conduct  has 
been  reproachable,  1  shall  be  ready  to  make  every  conces- 
sion and  acknowledgment  in  iny  power,  even  to  leaving  the 
Province  or  otiierwise,  as  you  shall  see  cause  to  direct. 

Let  me  beg  you,  gentlemen,  that  you,  with  tender  kind- 
ness and  humanity,  consider  the  melancholy  situation  of 
myself  and  family,  my  wife  just  delivered,  and  now  lying 
in  so  much  grief  and  sorrow  that  life  can  hardly  be  kept  in 
her,  and  others  of  my  family  in  the  greatest  anxiety;  trust- 
ing, therefore,  that  you  will  grant  this  my  desire  and  earnest 
rctjuest,  I  remain  your  unfortunate  and  very  humble  ser- 
vant, John  Candell. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress,  New-York. 
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ALBANY   COMMITTEE   TO   NEW-VOHK   CONIilU'.SS. 

Albany  Coinmilteo  Chauiber,  August  'J'J,  177:>. 

Gentlemen:  We  expected,  when  the  Army  was  once 
organized,  we  should  not  be  so  frequently  called  upon  about 
matters  not  in  our  Province  ;  but  the  situation  of  Colonel 
Cortlandt,  and  the  men  under  his  command,  in  a  great 
measure  obliges  us  to  give  him  all  the  assistance  in  our 
power,  not,  however,  that  it  is  to  be  made  a  precedent  of. 
The  enclosed  letter  from  Colonel  fan  Cortlinidl  will  show 
you  the  posture  he  is  in,  and  the  necessity  of  a  speedy 
relief.  We  fear  we  shall  be  able  to  afford  him  but  little 
assistance.  The  hospital  and  barracks  are  filled  with  In- 
dians attending  the  Congress  ;  the  barns  about  the  Town 
loaded  with  the  crops  of  the  season  ;  and  the  City  crowd- 
ed continually  with  a  numerous  concourse  of  people  ;  the 
former  and  frequent  applications  for  ammunition  have  drain- 
ed us,  in  short,  of  almost  every  thing  of  that  sort. 

We  are,  Genilemen,  your  humble  servants.  By  order  of 
the  Committee  :  Au'm  Yates,  Jr.,  Chairman. 

To  I'clcr  r".  li.  Lit'ingston,  President  of  the  Congress. 

t;0I.ONF.I.   VAN   SCHAICK   TO   NEW-YORK   CONORESS. 

Albany,  August  29,  177.). 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  at  pn'sent  stationed  in  Albany,  by 
General  Schuyler,  to  forward  the  troops  that  arrive  here  to 
Ticonderoga  :  and  it  gives  nie  pain  to  inform  you  that  Col. 
Clinton  arrived  here  with  the  other  field -oHicers,  and  six 
Companies  of  his  Battalion,  five  of  which  are  armed,  but 
in  bad  repair.  They  have  been  supplied  with  blankets  at 
this  place  ;  other  necessaries  are  wanted. 

Colonel  Van  Cortlandt  is  also  arrived  here  with  five 
Companies  of  Holmes's  Battalion,  who  have  not  arms  suf- 
ficient to  supply  one  Company,  and  are  totally  desiiiute  of 
all  tents,  accoutrements,  and  other  necessaries,  saving  ihoir 
regimental  coats.     We  shall  endeavour  to  procure  as  many 


stand  of  arms  as  possible,  upon  terms  of  the  resolve  pub- 
lished by  you,  but  am  very  well  persuaded  that  the  number 
will  fall  greatly  short  of  tlie  numbers  wanted  lo  supply  the 
Companies  that  are  now  here,  and  those  expected. 

As  General  Schuyler  is  returned  to  Ticonderoga,  this 
matter,  I  conceive,  comes  within  my  province  ;  and  1  should 
ever  accuse  myself  of  inhumanity,  and  a  want  of  love  to 
my  Country,  should  I  be  backward  in  giving  you  a  true 
account  of  the  situation  and  distress  of  these  Companies, 
when  I  consider  how  much  they  are  wantetl  at  the  forts 
above.  I  therefore  look  uj)  to  you,  and  beg  that  you  will, 
without  delay,  send  up  such  or  so  many  arms,  tents,  blan- 
kets, and  other  necessaries,  as  will  supply  those  Companies, 
so  that  they  may  be  forwarded  with  the  greatest  despatch. 

1  must  also  inform  you  the  men  are  much  discontented  for 
want  of  their  pay,  and  do  assure  you  that  the  service  greatly 
suffers.  There  is  scarce  any  thing  to  be  heard  in  the  camp 
but  mutinies.  1  have  for  that  purjiose  wrote  to  Mr.  Jo- 
nathan Trumbull,  Jun.,  who  I  am  informed  is  appointed 
Deputy  Paymaster-General,  which  letter  1  enclose  you,  as 
I  do  not  know  wliere  he  is  at  present.  I  beg,  therefore, 
that  you  will  forward  it  to  him  by  express. 

I  am  very  happy,  however,  to  inform  you,  that  notwith- 
standing the  clamours  and  discontents  of  my  men  at  first, 
there  are  at  present  nine  of  my  Comi)anies  up  at  Ticonde- 
roga, with  the  other  two  field-officers,  in  actual  service,  and 
the  last  will  march  to-morrow. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
GoosE  Van  Schaick. 


MAJOR    henry   LIVINUSTON   TO   NEW-VOIIK    CONGRESS. 
Albany,  .\ugnst  29,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  desired  by  Colonel  Clinton  to  inform  you  thai 
he  arrived  here  hist  Saturday,  and  has  now  with  him  six 
Companies  encamped  about  a  mile  out  of  town.  That  there 
are  guns  enough  to  equip  about  three  Companies.  That 
there  are  two  Companies  beside  that  have  arms,  but  want 
some  repairs.  As  there  are  not  armourers  sufficient  at  'J\- 
condcroga,  must  wait  here  till  they  can  be  repaired.  That 
there  is  a  great  want  of  officers'  tents,  there  being  here 
only  sufficient  for  two  Companies,  and  one  tent  for  the 
Lieutenant-Colonel.  Of  soldiers'  tents  for  our  Regiment 
there  is  a  sufficiency,  but  no  more  than  barely  for  our  seven 
Companies.  That  the  soldiers  murmur  much  for  want  of 
pay,  and  are  very  unwilling  to  march  from  here  without  it. 
That  the  medicine  chest  is  not  yet  arrived,  or  a  Surgeon, 
and  that  drums  and  fifes  are  wanting.  However,  three 
Companies  will  be  equipped  with  all  speed,  and  sent  off 
immediately. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Henry  Livingston,  Jun. 
To  Hon.  I'ctcr  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq. 


providence    (lUIODE- island)   TOWN-MEETING. 

At  a  Town-Meeting  held  in  Providence,  according  to 
law,  on  the  tweniy-nintli  day  of  August,  Anno  Domini 
Miry. 

'I'hc  Hon.  Nicholas  Cooke,  Esq.,  Moderator. 

The  (Jommiitce  appointed  on  the  thirty -first  day  of  Ju/y 
last,  to  draw  up  Rules  for  regulating  the  Battery  at  Fox 
Point,  made  report  as  on  file,  which  is  accepted  by  the 
Town. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Kzek  Hopkins  he  appointed  to 
command  the  Battery  at  Fur  Hill. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Samuel  Warner  U:  Lieutenant. 

I'nted,  That  Captain  Christopher  Shelden  be  Gunner. 

J'otcd,  That  seven  Men  be  appointed  for  each  Gun  in 
the  Battery,  including  Officers,  and  that  such  be  selected 
fiom  the  Town  Inhabitants  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
use  of  Cannon,  and  do  not  belong  lo  any  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Companies. 

J'oted,  That  the  Battery  Company  appoint  a  Captain 
and  CJunncr  (or  each  Gun  out  of  their  ('ompany. 

Voted,  That  upon  any  person  quitting  the  Battery  Com- 
pany, the  Officer  thereto  belonging  have  power  to  select 
others,  as  ahovesaid,  to  keep  their  number  complete. 

Voted,  That  two  persons  be  appointed  to  watch  the  Bat- 
tery at  Fox  Point,  in  the  day  time  and  in  the  evenings. 
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until  relieved  by  the  Tou-n-VV'atcli,  and  that  Captain  Nicho- 
las tower  be  appointed  to  hire  ilie  said  two  persons  on  tlie 
best  terms  he  can,  to  be  employed  as  the  Oflicers  of  the 
Battery  shall  direct. 

Voted,  That  the  Great  Guns  be  numbered,  and  each 
person's  name  who  belong  to  said  Guns  be  wrote  on  a 
card  and  alfixed  to  the  Gun  they  may  belong  to,  that  they 
may  know  where  to  repair  in  case  of  an  alarm. 

Voted,  That  the  Captain,  Lieutenant,  and  Gunner  of 
gaid  Battery,  have  the  care  of  preparing  and  keeping  the 
Stores  belonging  thereto  in  good  order. 

Voted,  That  the  Batlery  Company  exercise  their  Can- 
non once  in  a  month,  or  oiiencr,  to  perfect  themselves  in 
the  use  thereof. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Barnard  Eddy  and  Mr.  Paul  Al- 
len be  a  Commiitee  to  call  u|)on  all  those  persons  who 
liave  received  Cartiidges,  made  of  the  Town's  slock  of 
Powder  and  Lead,  agieeable  to  a  Vote  of  the  Town  made 
on  the  nineteenth  day  o[  June  last  ;  to  examine  if  any  of 
said  Cartridges  are  missing,  and,  if  they  shall  find  that  any 
person  hath  expended  any  of  said  Cartridges  otherwise  than 
in  the  publick  defence,  that  they  demand  and  receive  the 
nine  Pence  promised  by  such  person  for  each  Cartridge  so 
expended ;  and  that  they  demand  and  receive  all  the 
Town's  Cartridges,  delivered  on  the  late  alarm  or  other- 
wise, which  any  person  may  have  in  his  possession,  more 
than  seventeen  for  every  Fire-Arm  he  may  have  fit  for  use. 

Whereas  Mr.  Moaes  Brown  hath  moved  that  the  Town 
would  instruct  their  Deputies  to  use  their  influence  in  the 
next  General  Assembly  to  procure  a  Bill,  now  lying  before 
the  House  of  Assembly,  entilled  "v\n  Act  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  Negroes  into  this  Colony,  and  asserting  the 
right  of  freedom  of  all  those  hereafter  born  or  manumitted 
within  the  same,"  a  copy  whereof  hath  now  been  read  lo 
the  Town,  to  be  passed  into  a  law:  And  whereas  the  said 
Act  contains  matters  of  great  importance,  and  will  mate- 
rially affect  the  property  of  individuals,  therefore. 

Voted,  That  the  consideration  of  the  same  be  referred 
to  the  next  meeting,  and  that  a  warrant  be  issued,  to  warn 
the  Freemen  of  the  Town  that  the  said  motion  will  be  con- 
sidered and  acted  upon  at  the  next  meeting. 

Voted,  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  the  twelfth 
day  of  Scpicm/jtr  next,  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 


GKNKRAI,   W00STt;U  TO   NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 

Oyst  T  I'omls,  .Suffolk  flounty,  August  2^,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  with  me  at  this  jilace  four  hundred  and 
fifty  of  my  Regiment.  I  should  before  this  time  have  re- 
turned to  my  station  at  Harlem,  but  Gen.  Schuyler  having 
ordered  the  three  Companies, raised  upon  this  end  ofLons!^- 
Island,  for  the  continental  servioe,  to  join  their  Regiment  at 
l^conderogo,  the  County  Commiitee  requesled  me  to  re- 
main here  till  the  return  of  an  express,  which  they  sent  to 
Nciv-  York,  to  beg  of  their  Congress,  if  ])ossible,  to  prevent 
the  three  Companies  from  being  removed.  The  express 
lias  now  returned,  with  liberty  for  the  Companies  to  remain 
here  ten  days  from  last  Friday.  It  is  thought  best  that  I 
keep  my  station  near  New-York,  though  I  shall  not  return 
there  till  I  know  the  destination  of  the  fleet,  which  1  under- 
stand, from  your  Excellency's  information  to  Governour 
Trumbull,  have  sailed  out  o(  Boston.  I  hope  and  expect 
such  measures  will  be  pursued  as  will  prevent  their  taking 
the  stock  from  this  or  the  adjacent  islands. 

The  inhabitants  here  think  that  had  General  Schiii/kr 
known  their  very  exposed  situation,  he  would  not  have 
ordered  the  Companies  away.  The  Netv-York  Congress 
suppose  they  have  no  right  to  counteract  his  orders.  They 
might  indeed  have  sent  to  him,  and  received  an  answer  in 
season  :  but  they  are  so  refined  in  their  policy,  have  so 
many  private  views  to  answer,  and  take  such  infinite  pains 
lo  keep  out  of  the  plain  path,  (conscious,  perhaps,  of  their 
own  superiour  wisdom,)  that  ihey  do  nothing  like  other 
people.  It  is  now  too  late  to  send  to  General  Schuyler; 
the  Committee  of  Safety  l;ave  therefore  desired  me  lo  re- 
quest your  Excellency  to  continue  their  Troops  ujion  their 
stations.  I  shall  only  say  that  I  know  of  no  place  so  much 
exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy;  and  if  the  Companies 
raised  here,  who  have  a  great  part  of  the  good  arms  in  the 
County,  should  be  removed,  and  (heir  places  not  supplied, 
1  know  of  none  so  defenceless   as  this.      It  is  my  opinion. 


after  all  the  soldiers  are  gone,  that  two  hundred  men  might 
ravage  the  country,  notwithstanding  all  the  inhabitants 
could  do  to  prevent  it. 

From  this  representation,  1  doubt  not  your  Excellency 
will  think  proper  to  continue  the  Troops  raised  here  upon 
this  station,  or  order  others  in  their  room. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  humble  servant,  David  VVoostek. 

To  his  Excellency  (Icorge  IVashington. 

JEDEDIAII    STRONG  TO  GOVERNOUR   TRUMBUU^. 

Litchfield,  August  29,  1775. 

May  it  i'lease  your  Honour:  On  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  7th  instant,  respecting  tow  cloth,  immediately 
made  thorough  inquiry  in  the  County,  and  could  find  none 
of  any  consequence  to  be  sold  here  ;  of  which  endeavoured 
to  acquaint  your  Honour  by  leiter,  dated  '21st,  which  hope 
is  arrived.  Since  which,  received  your  Honour's  of  the 
26th,  on  my  return  from  Albany,  where  also  had  inquired 
for  cloth,  but  find  it  scarce  and  dear.  Could  purchase,  in 
various  stores,  some  pieces  and  remnants  of  sheeting,  dow- 
las, and  osnaburgh,  to  amount  jjerhajis  of  some  hundred 
yards  ;  but  the  cloth  being  liigli  in  price,  remote,  and  of 
unsuitable  quality,  have  purchased  none.  The  Commis- 
saries, in  my  absence  last  July,  set  to  my  share  of  the  tools, 
to  be  provided  for  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  Regiments,  a 
small  number  of  spades,  axes,  and  pickaxes,  which  1  have 
accordingly  procured  to  be  made — the  pickaxes  by  Cap- 
lain  Forbes,  at  Canaan,  and  other  tools  in  this  place  ;  since 
have  had  no  orders  for  disposition  thereof,  and  am  at  a  loss 
where  to  apply;  therefore,  hope  your  Honour  will  excuse 
me  in  giving  the  trouble  of  this  information  and  return. 
Have  also  to  report  to  your  Honour,  that  after  repeated 
and  particular  inquiries  in  and  near  Albany,  by  myself  and 
others,  for  guns,  &c.,  belonging  to  this  Colony,  and  sup- 
posed to  be  left  there  at  the  close  of  the  last  war,  can  find 
none  at  all.  It  seems  probable  some  numbers  were  left 
with  officers  of  the  King's  Troops,  forts,  stores,  &,c.,  but 
that  since  the  formation  of  the  Minister's  oppressive  plan 
of  subjugating  America,  they  have  been  removed  of}',  to- 
gether with  every  article  of  warlike  apparatus,  in  command 
or  reach  of  those  creatures  and  their  tools,  from  the  fort,  and 
every  other  magazine  where  they  could  find  access;  and  that 
some  of  those  very  trustees  are  now  employed  against  us 
in  the  Boston  banditti,  particularly  George  Uray,  Clerk  of 
Artillery  Stores,  ike. 

1  am,  may  it  please  your  Honour,  your  Honour's  most 
obedient  humble  servant  at  command, 

r,  rri  1     II  JeDEDIAH   STR0N(i. 

Governour  Irumbull. 

P.  S.  Albany  swarms  with  painted  Indians,  seemingly 
disposed  to  friendship  and  neutrality.  The  Congress  sitting 
last  Monday  began  Friday.  General  Schuyler  presides 
among  the  Commissioners.  Major  Hawley  had  not  arrived 
Satwday  evening.  K  ihe  New-Yorkers  were  .  .  .  .the 
prospect  would  be  vastly  agreeable. 


JOSEPH    M.\THER  TO   GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULi.. 

Lyme,   August  29,  177i. 

Honoured  Sir:  The  distressed  circumstances  of  the 
country  in  general  fills  us  with  anxiety,  but  especially  our 
sea-coast  at  present  seems  more  immediately  to  draw  our 
atiention,  as  there  has  lately  been  a  fleet  in  our  neighbour- 
hood, ravaging  the  islands,  and  a  larger  fleet  now  sailed  from 
Boston,  which  we  apprehend  is  coming  this  way  on  the  same 
errand.  And  as  there  is  a  great  number  of  cattle,  sheep, 
and  swine,  in  this  Town,  within  about  the  distance  of  one 
mile  from  the  sea-shore,  which  we  apprehend  are  exposed 
to  be  taken  by  such  a  fleet,  if  attempted  ;  therefore,  we,  the 
Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  Town,  (at  the  request  of 
a  great  number  of  ilie  principal  inhabitants  of  the  Town,) 
beg  leave  to  requesi  of  your  Honour  that  you  would  order 
one  or  two  companies  of  soldiers,  that  are  now  stationed  at 
New-London,  to  be  removed  to  this  Town,  for  the  purpose 
of  guarding  the  sea-coast  where  this  stock  is  situated  ;  to 
take  the  advice  of  the  authority  in,  or  the  Selectmen  of 
the  Town,  or  of  this  Committee,  or  any  other  man  or  set 
of  men,  with  regard  to  the  most  convenient  places  to  keep 
their  fuards,  that  your  Honour  in  your  wisdom  shall  think 
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fit.  Your  Honour's  compliance  witli  this  our  request  will 
greatly  oblige  your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vants.     Signed  per  order : 

Joseph  Mathek,  Chairman. 

IV.  B.  The  bearer  is  able  to  inform  your  Honour  with 
rei'ard  to  the  number  of  the  stock  and  other  matters  that 
yoTir  Honour  may  see  fit  lo  inquire  alter. 

(JE.NKIiAI,    WASIMNGTON   TO   RICHAKI)    HENRY   LEE. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  29,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  f^wour  of  the  1st  instant,  by  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, came  safe  to  hand.  The  merits  of  this  yount; 
gentleman,  added  to  your  recommendation,  and  uiy  own 
knowledi^e  of  his  character,  induced  me  to  take  him  into 
my  family  as  an  Aid-de-Camp,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  MiJJlin, 
whom  1  have  appointed  Quartermaster-General,  from  a 
thorouiih  ])ersuasion  of  liis  integrity,  my  own  experience  of 
liis  activity,  and,  finally,  because  he  stands  unconnected 
with  either  of  these  Governments,  or  with  tliis,  that,  or  the 
otiier  man  ;  for,  between  you  and  me,  liiere  is  luore  in  this 
than  you  can  easily  iiiiagine. 

1  submit  it,  therefore,  lo  your  consideration,  whether 
there  is  or  is  not  a  propriety  in  that  Resolution  of  the  Con- 
gress which  leaves  the  ultimate  appointment  of  all  oflicers 
below  the  rank  of  Generals  lo  the  Governments  where  the 
Regiments  originated,  now  the  Army  is  become  Continen- 
tal. To  me  it  ap|)ears  improper  in  two  points  of  view  : 
first,  it  is  giving  thai  power  and  weight  to  an  individual 
Colony,  which  ought  of  right  to  belong  only  to  the  whole  ; 
and,  next,  it  damps  the  spirit  and  ardour  of  volunteeis 
from  all  but  the  four  Atic-A'Ho-/rt/»/ Governments,  as  none 
but  their  people  have  the  least  chance  of  gelling  into  oflice. 
Would  it  not  be  better,  therefore,  to  have  the  warrants 
which  the  Commander-in-Chief  is  authorized  lo  give, 
-pro  tempore,  approved  or  disapproved  by  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  or  a  Committee  of  their  body,  which  I 
should  suppose,  in  any  long  recess,  must  always  sit?  In 
this  case,  every  gentleman  will  stand  an  equal  chance  of 
being  promoted  according  to  his  merit;  in  the  other,  all 
officers  will  be  confined  to  the  inhabilauts  of  the  four  i^cw- 
£;(o-/«H(/ Governments,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  impolitick 
to  a  high  degree. 

I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  that  pait  of  your  letter  re- 
specting Point  Aldcrlon ;  before  the  receipt  of  it,  it  had 
become  an  object  of  my  particular  iiKpilry;  but  the  accounts 
of  its  situation  differ  exceedingly  in  respect  to  the  com- 
mand it  has  of  the  ship  channel.  But  my  knowledge  of 
(his  matter  would  not  have  been  confined  to  inquiries  only, 
if]  had  ever  been  in  a  condition,  since  my  arrival  here,  to 
have  taken  possession  of  such  a  post.  But  you  well  know, 
my  good  Sir,  that  it  becomes  the  duly  of  an  officer  lo  con- 
sider some  other  mailers,  as  well  as  a  situation,  namely: 
what  number  of  men  arc  necessary  lo  defend  a  place,  how 
it  can  be  supported,  and  bow  furnislu'd  with  anmiunition. 
In  respect  lo  the  first,  I  conceive  our  defence  of  this  place 
(Point  Alderton)  must  be  proportioned  lo  the  attack  of 
General  Gage's  whole  force,  leaving  him  just  enough  to 
man  his  lines  on  Boston  and  Charlestoivn  Necks;  and  with 
regard  to  the  second  and  most  important,  as  well  as  alarm- 
ing object,  wc  have  only  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  bar- 
rels of  powder  in  all,  including  the  late  supply  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, which  is  not  sufficient  to  give  twenty-five  mus- 
ket cartridges  to  each  man,  and  scarcely  lo  serie  the  artil- 
lery in  any  brisk  action  one  single  day.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  dare  say  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  it 
would  not  be  very  elii;ible  to  lake  a  post  thirty  miles  dis- 
tant, by  land,  from  this  place,  when  we  have  already  a  line 
of  circumvallalion  round  lioxton,  of  at  least  ten  miles  in 
extent  lo  defend,  any  part  of  which  may  be  attacked  with- 
out our  ha\  iug,  if  the  enemy  will  keep  llieir  own  counsel, 
an  hour's  previous  notice  of  it;  and  that  it  would  not  be 
prudent  in  me  lo  attempt  a  measure  which  would  necessa- 
rily bring  on  a  consumption  of  all  the  ammunition  we  have, 
thereby  leaving  the  Army  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  or 
to  disperse,  and  the  country  to  he  ravaged  and  laid  waste 
at  discretion.  To  you.  Sir,  I  may  account  for  my  conduct ; 
but  I  cannot  declare  the  motives  of  it  lo  every  one,  nol- 
withstandingl  know,  by  not  doing  of  it,  that  1  shall  stand 
in  a  very  unfavouiaMe  linht,  in  the  opinion  of  those  u  ho 
expect  uiucli,  and  will  find  little  done,  uiihoul  understand- 


ing, or  perhaps  giving  themselves  the  trouble  of  inquiring 
into  the  cause.  Such,  however,  is  the  fate  of  all  those  who 
are  obliged  lo  act  the  part  1  do.  1  must,  therefore,  submit 
to  it,  under  a  consciousness  of  having  done  my  duly  lo  the 
best  of  my  abilities. 

On  Saturday  night  last  we  took  possession  of  a  hill,  ad- 
vanced of  our  lines,  and  within  (wint  blank  shot  of  the 
enemy  on  Charleslown  Meek.  We  worked  incessantly  the 
whole  night  twelve  hundred  men,  and  before  morning  got 
an  intrenchment  in  such  forwardness  as  lo  bid  defiance  lo 
their  cannon.  About  nine  o'clock  on  Hundaij  they  began 
a  heavy  cannonade,  which  continued  through  the  day,  with- 
out any  injury  lo  our  work,  and  with  the  loss  of  four  men 
only,  two  of  whom  were  killed  through  their  own  folly. 
The  insult  of  the  cannonade,  however,  we  were  obliged  to 
submit  to  with  impunity,  not  daring  to  make  use  of  artil- 
lery, on  account  of  the  consumption  of  jjowder,  except  with 
one  nine-pounder,  placed  on  a  point,  with  which  we  silenc- 
ed, and  indeed  sunk,  one  of  their  Hoating  batteries.  This 
move  of  ours  was  made  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  gaining 
this  hill,  and,  we  thought,  was  giving  ihem  a  fair  challenge 
to  dispute  it,  as  we  had  been  told,  by  various  people  who 
had  just  left  Boston,  that  they  were  prejiariug  to  come  out ; 
but,  instead  of  accepting  of  it,  we  learn  that  it  has  thrown 
them  into  great  consternation,  which  might  be  improved  if 
we  had  the  means  of  doing  it.  Yesterday  afternoon  they 
began  a  bombardment,  without  any  effect  as  yet. 

As  I  expect  this  letter  will  meet  you  in  Philadelphia,  I 
must  request  the  favour  of  you  to  present  my  affectionate 
and  respectful  compliments  to  Dr.  ^hippen,  bis  lady  and 
family,  my  brothers  of  the  Delegation,  and  any  other  in- 
quiring friends;  and,  at  the  same  time,  do  me  the  justice 
to  believe  that  1  am,  with  a  sincere  regard,  your  affection- 
ate friend  and  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 


B.    BASSETT   TO   OEN 


\SllINGTOiN 


.Mount  Veiuon,  August  3.),  17  7,->. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  Convention  broke  up  on  Satiudaij  last, 
after  a  silting  of  six  weeks.  They  have  agreed  to  raise 
fourteen  himdred  and  forty-five  men,  and  appointed  Pat- 
rick llcnri/  lo  the  command  of  the  First  Regiment,  and 
IVilliam  ll'oodfonl  lo  the  Second.  IVilliam  Christian  and 
Charles  Scott  are  Lieutenant-Colonels,  and  Francis  Eppes 
and  Alexander  Spotswood  are  Majors.  Four  hundred  of 
the  men  are  to  be  stationed  on  the  frontiers,  and  the  others 
about  Williamsburgh  ami  Norfolk.  They  have  laid  the 
country  out  in  sixteen  Districts,  each  of  which  is  to  raise 
five  hundred  men,  to  be  called  Minute-Men  ;  they  are  to 
be  ready  to  march  on  the  shortest  notice,  and  are  nearly 
under  the  same  regulations  as  the  Militia  of  England. 

The  Convention  have  appointed  a  Committee  of  Safety, 
of  the  following  gentlemen:  E'hnund  Pendleton,  George 
Mason,  John  Page,  Thomas  Ludictll  Lee,  Paul  Carrins:- 
ton,  Richard  Bland,  Ihidlcij  Digges,  llilliam  Cabdl, 
Carter  Braxton,  James  Mercer,  and  John  Tabb,  who  are 
to  have  the  whole  direction  of  the  Armv,  and  so  call  out 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  Minnte-.Meu,  as  they  think 
bust  for  the  gootl  of  the  Coimtry.  Pendleton  and  Bland 
begged  to  be  ekcuscd  from  going  to  the  Congress,  and  we 
have  sent  IVijthc,  Thomas  Nelson,  and  Francis  Lee.  We 
have  agreed  to  strike  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
Pounds,  paper  currency,  to  |)ay  for  the  Indian  war,  our 
part  of  the  Continental  Army,  and  our  own  Army  and 
Minute-Men. 

This  is  all  the  nfws  that  I  cm  now  send  you.  If  you 
can  spare  a  few  miiuitis  horn  the  great  huiry  and  fatigue 
that  you  must  uiulergi),  it  woidd  give  me  great  pleasure  to 
hear  that  you  an'  \m  II.  Mrs.  Bassett  and  the  children 
join  me  in  our  best  wislus  for  your  health  and  happiness. 

I  !un,  dear  Sir.  your  ali'ectionate  fiiend  and  humble  ser- 

''""'  B.  Bassett. 

SOlTll-lMtdl.lN  \,    MNKTV-STX    niSTRICT. 

By  the  Honourable  \\'ili.ia.m   Henrv  Drayton,  Esquire. 
A  declaration. 
Whereas,  by  commission  from  the  honomable  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  for   this  Colony,  dated   the   ii.'Jd   day  of  July 
la-it,  I  am  iqion  a  progress  through  the  country,  "  to  ex- 
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plain  to  tlie  people  at  large  the  nature  of  the  unhappy 
disputes  between  Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colo- 
nies ;  to  endeavour  to  settle  all  political  disputes  with  the 
people,  to  quiet  their  minds,  and  to  enforce  the  necessity 
of  n  general  union,  in  order  to  preserve  themselves  and 
their  children  from  slavery:"  And  whereas  the  progress 
having  been  continued  almost  through  the  Colony,  with 
success  to  the  state,  satisfaction  to  the  peojile,  and,  upon 
the  most  perfect  principles,  tending  to  promote  peace  and 
good  order,  for  the  purposes  of  the  progress  aforesaid  I  did 
appoint  that  a  meeting  of  the  people  should  be  held  on 
Fridcnj  next,  the  first  day  of  Stptember,  at  the  Ridi^c,  in  the 
District  aforesaid  :  But  whereas  one  Moses  Kirkland  hav- 
ing, without  lawfid  authority,  assembled  men  in  arms  in  the 
District  aforesaid,  it  is  but  too  evident  that  to  his  treachery 
against  this  Colony  he  means  to  add  crimes  of  a  deeper 
dye,  and  by  force  of  arms  to  violate  the  jniblick  peace  : 
wherefore,  it  is  become  inexpedient  that  the  intended  meet- 
ing of  the  people  should  be  held  as  aforesaid,  lest  the 
meeting  should  furnish  occasion  for  civil  bloodshed,  which 
it  is  our  purpose  to  avoid  as  long  as  may  be  possible. 

Ami  whereas,  by  the  arts,  frauds,  and  misrepresentations 
of  the  said  Moses  Kirkland,  some  weak  and  ignorant  peo- 
|)le  have  been  led  into  measures  of  so  criminal  a  nature  as, 
if  persisted  in,  must  inevitably  involve  them  in  destruction, 
from  motives  of  humanity  I  therefore  do  hereby  recom- 
mend to  all  such  persons,  that  they  forlhwith  desist  from 
following  the  counsels  of  the  said  Moses  Kirkland,  in  points 
tending  to  sedition  and  hostility;  and  I  do  hereby  notify, 
that  all  such  persons  as,  without  lawful  authority,  shall 
assemble  in  arms,  in  company  with  or  by  instigation  of  the 
said  Moses  Kirkland,  will  be  deemed  puhlick  enemies,  to 
be  suppressed  by  the  sword. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Snow  Hill,  in  the  District 
aforesaid,  this  thirtieth  of  August,  1775. 

VViLLiAM  Hknky  Drayton. 


COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY   OF   NEW-JEHSF, Y. 

Princeton,  We.laesd^iy,  Aiigust  30,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  Safety,  taking  into  consideration  the 
condition  of  several  t'ompanies  in  this  Province,  where 
vacancies  have  happened  in  consequence  of  the  promo- 
tion of  the  Captain  or  other  jllicers,  are  of  opinion,  that 
according;  to  the  Rides  and  Orders  of  the  Continental  and 
Provincial  Congresses,  such  vacancy  is  to  be  filled  up  by 
the  choice  of  a  new  officer,  in  the  usual  manner  of  elec- 
tion ;  but  that  no  person  can  be  turned  out  of  office  by  his 
Company,  without  his  consent  being  first  obtained. 

Thursday,  August  31,  1775. 

Whereas  the  Publick  Roads  of  this  Province  are  ob- 
served to  abound  with  strollers  and  vagabonds,  and  many 
servants  have  run  away  from  their  masters,  and  horse  steal- 
ing and  other  robberies  are  become  very  frequent ;  tliere- 
fore  it  is 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  good  people 
of  this  Province,  that  they  do  strictly  examine  all  suspi- 
cions persons  passing  to  and  fro  through  the  dillerent  parts 
thereof;  and  if,  u|ion  such  exainination,  they  do  not  give  a 
satislactory  account  of  themselves,  ihey  do  proceed  to  deal 
with  them  according  to  the  laws  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Officers  and  Privates  who 
embody  themselves  as  Minute-I\Ien  in  this  Province  be, 
and  tliey  hereby  are  directed,  for  the  sake  of  distinction 
and  convenience,  to  adopt  as  their  Uniform  Ilinuiiig- 
Frocks,  as  near  as  may  be  similar  to  those  of  the  Rille- 
men  now  in  the  Continental  service. 

Ordered,  That  this  Coinnilltee  be  adjourned  to  JVednes- 
dnij,  the  13th  day  of  September  next,  to  meet  at  Princeton, 
unless  sooner  convened  hy  the  President  or  Vice-President. 
VVir.LiAM  Patekson,  S.creinr,j. 


p.    nE    WITT   TO   NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 

Will's  Mount,  AujTUBt  30,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir:  1  wrote  you  on  the  8th  instant,  which 
Captain  Radcliff  tells  me  he  has  delivered  to  yourself; 
since  that,  I  received  none  from  you,  which  I  do  not  im- 


pute to  your  disregard  thereto,  but  to  throng  of  business, 
and  want  of  a  safe  opportunity.  However,  the  regard  I 
have  for  my  native  land,  and  the  liberties  thereof,  concerns 
me  to  such  a  degree  that  I  think  myself  in  duty  bound 
thereto  to  give  you  a  further  information. 

Some  time  last  week  Timotliy  Doughty,  Adam  Bergh, 
and  Christian  Bergh,  Jun.,  three  of  the  persons  I  men- 
tioned in  my  last,  ai)peared  at  their  houses  and  in  this 
neighbourhood  again  publickly;  carried  their  pistols  with 
them  ;  bid  defiance  to  all,  and  threatened  death  if  an 
attempt  should  be  made  to  take  them  :  endeavoured  to 
obstruct  the  choice  of  officers  that  was  making  on  the  •25th 
instant  in  Ca|)tain  RadcliJJ's  Company;  threatened  him; 

d d   the  Congress;  spoke  ill  of  the  new  commissions 

the  officers  are  to  receive,  and  called  them  d d  rebels; 

after  that,  enlisted  four  men  in  the  Ministerial  service,  pro- 
bably more;  they  ofiered  to  enlist  more,  particularly  a  young 
man  I  hired  a  few  months  since;  they  would  enlist  him 
during  the  troubles  in  America,  under  the  promise  of  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  that  shall  be  conquered  by  the  Min- 
isterial Army;  another  they  olFered  to  enlist  in  the  same 
maimer;  another  they  had  enlisted,  and  his  master  per- 
suaded him  back.  This  they  did  all  unmolested.  On  the 
28th  instant  they  went  on  board  a  sloop  the  said  Berghs 
own,  with  the  four  enlisted  men  aiid  others,  and  sailed 
down  the  river ;  last  night  the  sloop  retirned.  They  are 
all  gone  on  board  a  sloop  belonging  to  John  and  David 
Dob,  in  order  to  go  on  board  the  man  or  ship  of  war  ;  theso 
Dobs  carry  wood  to  New-York,  and  commonly  land  it  at 
the  North  River  docks,  where  they  and  their  sloop  are 
well  known.  These  proceedings  seem  to  strike  a  terrour 
in  this  neighbourhood,  although  all  are  lories,  oidy  a  few 
excepted.  It  is  by  some  sus|)ectefl  they  will  in  a  few  days 
return,  and  attempt  by  stealth  to  carry  me  or  some  other 
person  or  persons  off  to  one  of  the  ships  of  war.  If  it 
should  so  happen,  1  expect  no  assistance  ;  and  as  to  mysell, 
I  am  not  afraid;  but  if  any  mischief  should  be  intended,  I 
atn  more  afraid  to  share  the  like  late  ol'  II  m'tir  Living- 
ston, Esq. 

The  question  might  be  askeil  me,  how  or  in  what  maimer 
shall  a  stop  be  jiut  to  these  and  such  like  proceedings,  and 
alleged  there  are  many  tories  in  Dutchess;  it  is  a  dangerous 
attempt  to  quell,  suppress,  and  bring  them  to  reason  by  force; 
some  of  the  Convention  and  Committee- Men  in  Dutchess 
County  are  false  and  treacherous;  noihing  can  be  concerted 
but  it  transpires  to  the  Tories;  Dutchess L'oumy  has  but  two 
or  three  Companies  of  Minute-Men  yet;  New- York  is  in 
danger,  and  cannot  spare  any;  anil  many  other  difHcuities 
may  be  cast  in  the  way — to  which  I  answer,  there  is  but 
little  dilliculty  or  danger.  Cowardice  should  be  removed 
first;  the  ringleaders  should  be  advertised;  a  reward  offer- 
ed to  those  who  take  them  ;  without  any  choice  sent  to 
the  mines.  I  am  creditably  informed  the  Militia  of  Eso- 
2)us  are  all  Minute-Men,  and  want  no  better  sport  than  to 
come  over.  Three  hundred  men  from  thence,  with  the 
Minute-Men  in  this  Comity,  or  two  or  three  hundred  men 
of  the  Militia  of  Connecticut,  which  are  next  joining  to  this 
County,  under  proper  officers  to  manage,  as  I  jiioposed  in 
my  former  letter,  would  do  the  job  in  a  veiy  little  time. 
Subscribing  the  Association,  or  a  recantation,  should  not 
be  deemed  sufficient,  but  an  oath  should  be  added.  If 
such  a  method  is  not  taken  very  soon,  the  breach  will  never 
be  repaired,  and  the  end  miserable. 

I  cannot  pass  by  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  ii  formed 
that  Captain  John  Von  Ness,  who  never  had  any  other 
than  a  Captain's  commission  one  campaign  the  last  war, 
is  nominated  Colonel  of  the  Minute-Men  here,  and  Major 
Robert  G.  Livingston,  Jun.,  to  be  Major;  which  I  think 
strange  and  wrong.  The  latter  is  already  a  Major  in  the 
Militia,  and  a  <rentleman  that  has  all  the  qualifications  of  a 
commanding  officer;  who  is  engraved  on  the  hearts  of  the 
ftliliiia;  aduiired  almost  to  adoration;  beloved  by  every 
one,  the  Tories  not  excepted.  This  must  bo  a  Hoffman's 
trick  ;  they  are  ever  false. 

Petrus  'Ten  Broeck,  by  commission  from  the  Govern- 
our,  has  been  Colonel  of  a  Regiment  in  this  quarter ;  he 
is  a  man  not  fit  for  it.  The  men  that  were  willing  he  re- 
garded not ;  those  that  were  unwilling  he  furnished  not ; 
n-ained  at  times  the  act  forbid — by  which  he  has  brought 
the  Refiment  in  con.usion,  and  is  the  reason  many  turned 
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lories.  I  henr  he  has  offered  his  service  again  ;  it  should 
not  he  accepted.  Anthony  Hoffman,  who  was  his  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, was  never  before  the  Regiment;  such  dis- 
regard conseiiuenily  makes  him  unfit,  besides  other  reasons. 
liobat  li.  Livingston,  Jun.,  should  be  Colonel,  and  Ro- 
bert G.  Livingst'in,  Jun.,  should  be  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
in  their  steadf  and  they  should  choose  their  own  Majors. 
Gilbert  Livingston  has  doubtless  given  information  that 
none  of  the  Freld-Ollicers  in  the  Regiment  that  was  com- 
manded by  Leonard  Van  Kleek  ought  to  be  such  again. 

These  ahovementioncd  Uubs  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
come  to  A'e!t'-lo/7ir  with  their  sloop.  When  they  are  here 
they  are  strong  tories,  and  when  at  New-York  they  feign 
themselves  on  the  other  side  ;  and  it  is  the  same  with  one 
Nathan  Clason  and  Peter  Thorpe,  who,  with  one  John 
Halleck,  own  a  boat.  They  also  carry  wood  to  I\ew-York, 
and  land  it  on  the  North  River  docks ;  are  well  known 
there;  none  of  them  have  subscribed  the  Association. 
Mordccai  Lester,  mentioned  in  my  Inst,  has  not  appeared 
since  ;  it  is  said  he  is  on  board  the  man-of-war. 

These  my  informations  and  opinion  are  not  out  of  ma- 
lice, ill-will,  nor  flattery,  but  impartial,  and  sincerely  for 
the  good  of  the  conniion  cause;  but  beg  you  will  not  use 
my  name,  to  prevent  the  venting  of  malice.  1  intend  this 
per  Captain  John  L.  llardenburgh,  who  1  shall  desire  to 
deliver  it  into  your  hands;  he  knows  nothing  of  the  con- 
tents. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  honoured  Sir,  your  very 
liumbic  servant,  P.  Dk  W  itt. 

Vcter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Es(|. 


CORNWALL   (nEW-YORk)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  CormvaU  Precinct, 
in  Orange  County,  held  at  the  house  oi  John  Brewster, 
on  Wednesday,  the  ;}Oih  o'i  Attgutt,  1775,  especially  con- 
vened— ])rcseiit : 

Hezckiah  Ilowrll,  Esq.,  Archibald  Little,  Esq.,  Elihu 
Marvin,  Nathaniel  Sattcrbi,,  Nathaniel  Strong,  Jonathan 
Brooks,  Stejihrn  Gilbert^  Zachariah  Dubois,  Thomas 
Maffal. 

Several  persons  appeared  and  entered  complaints  against 
Captain  Thinchas  Ruinscy,  for  violating  the  Resolves  of 
our  Provincial  Congress,  in  the  election  of  Military  Offi- 
cers (held  on  the  '■>'3d  instant)  for  the  Conqiany  whereof 
he  was  formerly  Captain,  and  the  allegations  being  sup- 
ported by  a  number  of  evidences, 

Upon  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  said  Captain 
Phinehns  Ruiiisey  be  ordered  to  appear  before  this  Com- 
mittee to-morrow,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  the 
house  of  John  Brewster,  with  such  evidences  as  he  shall 
think  proper  to  produce  in  his  favour;  and  that  his  accu- 
sers, with  their  evidiiu-es,  be  ordered  to  attend  likewise. 

Evidences  orilered  to  attend,  viz:  Joseph  Concklin, 
Moses  Carpenter,  IVilliam  Heard,  Jonathan  Sears,  Silas 
Person. 

And  then  iho  Cominittee  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at 
four  o'clock,  1*.  iM.  

Tliiiisdny,  Autjust  31,  1775,   -1  o'clock,  P.  M. 

']^l)o  Comuiiltee   met   according  to  adjournment.     Pre- 

''  liezrkiah  llo,nll,  Es(].,  Archibald  Little,  F.s,,.,  Elihu 
Marvin,  Nathaniel  Satterbi/,  Nathaniel  Stnmg,  Stephen 
Gilbert,  Thomas  Moffat,  Zachariah  Dubois. 

The  business  of  the  day  being  called,  upon  examination 
it  appeared  that  the  said  Caplain  Phinehas  Riunsey  had 
received  the  citation  from  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee 
of  yesterday,  and  that  he  did  not  intend  to  answer  it;  upon 
which,  the  evidences  against  him  were  called  in,  who  de- 
clare, that  the  said  Capl;iin  Phinehas  Rumsty  prevented 
the  said  Company  from  choosing  their  Non-Commissioned 
(Jdicers  ;  and  when  the  people  insisted  on  it  as  their  right, 
by  virtue  of  the  Resohe  of  the  Congress,  he  declared  that 
he  did  not  regard  the  Congress,  or  any  other  set  of  men 
whatever,  or  words  to  that  purpose;  which  evidence  being 
supported  hy  Archibald  Little,  Esquire,  and  Nathaniel 
Sutterby,  (Members  of  this  Committee,  who  attended  the 
election  aforesaid,)  the  Committee  are  unanimously  of 
"pinion   that  the  said  election  ounht  to  be  set  aside. 

B' solved,  then-fore,  That  the  said  election  be  set  aside, 


and  it  is  hereby  accordingly  set  aside,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  whatsoever,  as  much  as  if  it  had  never  been;  and 
that  the  said  Company  be  ordered  to  meet  at  the  house  of 
Daniel  Reeve,  on  Saturday,  the  2d  of  September  next,  at 
one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  said  day,  for  the  purpose  of 
choosing  their  Officers,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the 
Congress;  and  xhuX  Archibald  Little,  Esq.,  and  Zacha- 
riah Dubois,  attend  the  electiori. 

Thomas  Moitat. 


OUN.MNl.    Ul;inolU)   to   CONn.VENTAL  CONGRESS. 
[Rc^d  .Septembir  13,  1775.] 

Ticondcroga,  August  30,  1775. 

IIoNoiRED  Sir:  Enclosed  I  send  you  the  muster-rolls 
of  the  Companies  I  have  already  mustered.  You  will  accept 
them  in  the  confused  manner  in  which  they  are  done,  owing 
to  the  great  hurry  of  the  Captains,  in  bemg  ordered  away 
immediately  after  their  arrival  here,  and  having  so  short  a 
time  to  prepare  ihein  in.  1  an)  induced  to  make  this  apology, 
as  well  for  myself  as  for  the  Captains,  as  I  would  not  wish 
to  send  in  my  rolls  so  irregularly  finished  and  almost  unin- 
telligible, were  it  not  through  the  most  pressing  necessity. 
1  was  obliged  to  take  them  as  you  will  find  them,  or  suffer 
the  men  to  ])ass  unmustered.  1  chose  the  latter,  and  hopa 
they  may  be  received. 

There  are  none  other  of  the  Neic-York  Troops  yet 
arrived,  but  General  Schuyler  informs  me  that  there  are 
several  Companies  on  their  way  from  Albany.  His  Honour 
leaves  this  place  this  evening,  and  thinks  projier  1  should 
accompany  him  to  St.  John's,  where  I  can  muster  the  rest 
of  the  York  Troops  when  they  arrive. 

I  have  to  inform  you.  Sir,  that  after  receiving  my  coin- 
mission  I  made  the  best  of  my  way  to  Neic-York,  when  I 
waited  on  General  Wooster,  to  know  whether  he  had  any 
orders  for  me  to  muster  his  Troops.  He  told  me  had  none, 
neither  did  he  think  he  had  authority  to  give  me  any,  not 
thinking  himself  a  Continental  oOicer ;  however,  he  gave 
mc  a  general  return  of  his  forces,  which  I  brought  forward 
to  General  Schuyler. 

On  my  arrival  here.  Gen.  Schuyler  gave  it  out  in  orders 
that  the  Captains  should  prepare  their  muster-rolls  for  a 
general  muster,  according  to  the  foiiiis  to  be  given  out  by 
the  Muster-Master.  When  1  gave  them  the  forms,  I  showed 
them  the  articles  (in  the  general  body  of  rules  for  the 
regulation  of  the  Army)  which  respect  my  particular  de- 
partment. I  found  the  Connecticul  Troops  had  none  of 
them  signed  them  ;  on  which  I  ajiplied  to  the  General, 
who  told  me  it  had  been  given  out  in  general  orders  that 
they  should  sign  them,  and  he  thought  it  had  been  done. 
On  calling  the  officers  on  the  subject,  they  told  the  General 
they  knew  they  had  disobeyed  orders  in  not  urging  the 
matter  to  the  soldiery,  but  they  found  it  woidd  raise  a  de- 
fection in  their  minds  which  would  injure  the  cause,  as  the 
soldiers  thought  their  signing  the  aiticles  would  dissolve 
their  present  obligations,  for  a  limited  time,  to  their  own 
('oloii\  ,  with  many  disadvantages  to  both  officers  and  sol- 
diers, and  involve  them  in  a  service,  the  end  of  which  was 
uncertain,  and  would  leave  them,  perhaps,  on  no  better 
footing  than  that  of  Regulars. 

On  hearing  the  many  reasons  that  we;e  urged  against  it, 
the  General  thought  prudent  to  diop  the  matter  for  the 
jire-ciu  ;  however,  thought  proper  the  men  should  be  mus- 
tered. The  same  reasons  were  urged  against  signing  the 
muster-rolls,  as  against  signing  the  rules  and  articles  for  the 
regulation  of  the  Army.  On  this  I  was  obliged  to  give  up 
the  matter,  and  thouglit  it  best  to  slate  my  particular  situa- 
tion, as  to  the  Continental  Troojis,  to  the  Congress. 

1  shall  be  happy  to  have  acted  on  this,  as  well  as  on  every 
other  occasion,  so  as  to  give  satisfaction  to  that  honour- 
able body,  and  should  be  glad  some  order  might  he  taken 
therein  for  my  future  direction.  There  is  little  prospect  of 
doing  any  thing  effectually  at  present,  as  the  scene  of  action 
is  just  coming  on  here;  but  it  may  be  matter  of  considera- 
tion, whether  something  could  not  be  done  at  the  close  of 
the  campaign,  or  to  provide  in  case  we  take  the  field  again 
next  Spring. 

1  have  the  honour  to  ho,  with  the  greatest  respect.  Sir, 
your  Honour's  most  obedient  very  humble  servant, 

(i.  Hr.nKU'.n,  D.  M.  M.  G. 
The  Honourable  John  Hancock,  ICsquire. 
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GOVERNOUR  COOKE  TO  GENKRAL  WASHINOTON. 

Providenci;,  August  30,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  Excellency's  li;tler  of  tlie  14ll)  instant  is  now 
before  ine,  the  contents  of  which  1  have  duly  considered. 
When  it  came  to  hand  our  small  sloop-of-war  was  out  upon 
the  cruise,  which  1  mentioned  to  your  Excellency  in  a 
former  letter.  She  hath  since  returned.  Tlie  sending  her 
on  the  enterprise  you  propose  could  not  be  done  without 
some  new  and  further  powers  from  the  General  Assembly, 
which  sat  here  last  week  ;  and  the  nature  of  the  business 
was  such  that  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  lay  it  before  so 
lar<^e  a  body.  I  therefore  procured  a  Committee  to  be 
appointed,  to  transact  all  business  necessary  for  the  common 
safety  during  the  recess  of  the  Assembly,  particularly  with 
power  to  employ  the  two  vessels  of  war  in  such  service  as 
they  should  think  necessary.  The  Committee  is  summoned 
to  meet  this  day,  before  whom  I  shall  lay  your  letter.  At 
present  the  undeitaking  appears  to  me  extremely  didicult. 
The  most  suitable  man  we  have  for  the  purpose  is  confined 
to  his  bed  by  sickness. 

We  have  accounts  that  a  number  of  vessels  have  sailed 
lately  from  Boston,  which  we  apprehend  are  designed  to 
plunder  the  stock  along  the  coast.  The  General  Assembly 
have  ordered  it  all  to  be  removed  from  all  the  islands  in 
this  Colony,  excepting  Rhode-Island.  We  iiave  now  about 
thiee  hundred  men  employed  in  that  business.  I  am  re- 
quested by  the  General  Assembly  to  apply  to  you  to  give 
directions  to  the  Commissary-General,  that  all  the  stock 
taken  from  these  islands,  that  are  fit  to  kill,  be  taken  for 
the  use  of  the  Army,  in  preference  to  any  stock  which  is 
secure  in  the  country.  The  drought  hath  been  so  severe 
along  the  sea-coast  this  summer,  that  there  is  no  possibility 
of  providing  for  the  stock  in  any  other  way. 

The  scarcity  of  coarse  linen  hath  caused  such  a  demand 
for  low  cloth,  for  family  use,  that  upon  inquiry  I  find  there 
is  scarcely  any  of  that  article  to  be  had  in  the  Government 
at  any  rate. 

The  vessel  our  small  sloop  was  cruising  for  arrived  on 
the  i28th  instant,  al  Noncich.  She  hath  brought  powder, 
lead,  Hints,  and  small-arms.  What  quantity  of  each  I  am 
not  certain  ;  they  are  now  on  their  way  by  land. 

This  letter  waits  upon  your  Excellency  by  Captain  Jo- 
seph Broivn,  who  is  an  eminent  merchant  here,  a  true  friend 
to  the  liberties  of  his  Country,  extremely  well  respected 
amongst  us,  and  noted  for  his  superiour  mechanical  genius. 
If  he  hath  any  tiling  to  propose  for  the  service  of  the 
common  cause,  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  paying  attention 
lo  it,  and  giving  it  the  weight  it  shall  appear  to  you  to 
deserve. 

I  am,  with  very  great  esteem  and  regard,  Sir,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  anil  most  humble  servant, 

,.  1   117    7  •      ,  Nicholas  Cooke. 

(jcneral  li  ashini'ton. 


G.   SAI/rONSTAI.L   TO   GOVERNOUR  TRUMBITI-I,. 

Now-London,  August  30,  1775,  4  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Honourable  Sir:  This  morning  early  cannon  were  fired 
in  the  eastern  board,  and  have  continued  firing  ever  since, 
and  in  the  last  hour  about  forty.  We  had  advice  at  twelve 
o'clock  that  a  man-of-war  and  a  tender  were  firing  on  the 
houses  at  the  Point,  in  Stoningion,  without  provocation, 
unless  it  were  that  the  people  had  brought  the  stock,  a 
small  matter,  from  Block-Llund.  O'X  Block-Island  yester- 
day appeared  a  number  of  transport  ships,  and  scarce  any 
stock  taken  from  thence;  probably  they  there  have,  with 
tiie  men  sent  from  the  main,  upwards  of  three  hmidred 
men  ;  at  Stoningion  piobably  two  hundred.  Major  Lati- 
mer marched  one-i.'alf  his  men  (about  two  hundred)  for 
Stonington,  by  my  advice,  instantly  on  the  express  from 
Stornngtoii's  arrival.  His  Troops  have  not  half  a  pound 
powder  per  man;  not  a  cask  of  powder  in  this  Town,  for 
the  Troops  marched,  or  those  remaining  in  Town. 

Your  Honour's  wisdom  will  furnish  the  article  of  pow- 
der, or  we  can  riiidce  not  the  least  defence,  even  with  fire- 
locks. 

The    cannon    constantly  firing.      This   waits    on    your 
Honour  by  express,  from  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, G.  Saltonstall. 
Cjovcrncur  TnimbiiU. 


general   WASHINGTON   TO  NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  30,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  ilivour  of  the  21st  instant  is  duly  received, 
enclosing  Mr.  Carter's  information  of  the  capture  of  the 
Charming  Salli/,  which,  from  the  circumstances  attending 
it,  was  undoubtedly  collusive.  I  have  received  advice  that 
another  vessel,  belonging  to  one  fVhitc,  at  Marblckead, 
whose  ostensible  voyage  was  to  Casco-Bnij,  was  carried  in 
soon  after.  Such  instances  of  avarice,  at  such  a  time,  and 
in  such  a  cause,  call  for  a  severe  scrutiny  and  exemplary 
punishment. 

Mr.  Livingston,  and  some  other  gentlemen  from  your 
City,  brougiit  us  the  acceptable  news  of  the  safe  arrival  of 
a  large  quantity  of  powder,  and  five  hundred  stand  of  arms. 
Our  situation  is  such  as  requires  your  immediate  assistance 
and  supply  in  that  article.  We  have  lately  taken  posses- 
sion of  a  hill  considerably  advanced  towards  the  enemy, 
but  our  poverty  prevents  our  availing  ourselves  of  any 
advantage  of  situation.  1  must  therefore  most  earnestly 
entreat  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  forward  to  this  camp, 
in  the  most  safe  and  expeditious  manner,  whatever  ammu- 
nition can  be  spared  from  the  immediate  and  necessary 
defence  of  tlie  Province.  The  value  of  whatever  may  be 
sent,  in  consequence  of  this  request,  will  be  paid  by  order 
from  hence  when  delivered,  or  negotiated  with  the  honour- 
able Continental  Congress  at  Fhiladelphia,  as  may  be 
agreed  with  the  proprietors.  I  only  request  that  no  time 
may  be  lost  through  any  such  difficulties,  as  our  situation  is 
so  critical  and  the  exigence  so  great.  The  mode  of  con- 
veyance I  must  leave  with  the  Provincial  Congress  or  the 
Committee  of  the  City.  I  doubt  not  they  will  take  every 
precaution  to  make  it  safe  and  expeditious. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
very  himible  servant,  George  WAsiiiNiiToN. 

The    Honourable  Peter  T\tn  Br  ugh  Livingston,  Esqiiir(;, 

President,  &c.  

Worrrst  1-,  M  issarhuH.lts,  ,.\u--ist  :)0,  177.'.. 

Doctor  A"«/n/;n  llillard,o(  this  Town,  having  at  divers 
times,  and  in  the  presence  of  sundry  |)ersons,  most  scandal- 
ously aspersed  the  characters  of  some,  and  the  proceedings 
of  the  whole  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses, 
the  Selectmen  of  this  Town,  and  the  Committees  of  Cor- 
respondence in  general : 

The  good  people  of  this  Town,  from  a  knowledge  of  his 
character,  for  some  time  passed  it  unnoticed,  fron;  an  appre- 
hension his  character  was  so  established  for  a  retailer  of 
falsehood,  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  doing  any  [>ublick 
injury;  but  from  tlie  perverseness  of  his  vile  heart,  whereby 
he  persisted  in  his  wickedness,  they  were  apprehensive  he 
might  be  capable  of  doing  some  hurt  in  the  neighbouring 
Towns,  which  he  often  frequented,  and  where  his  character, 
perhaps,  may  not  be  so  well  known.  And  from  an  appre- 
hension the  inhabitants  of  this  Town  might  hazard  the  im- 
putation of  having  deserted  the  glorious  cause,  for  which 
this  Continent  are  now  contending,  in  suffering  such  an 
offender  to  escape  with  im|Kmity,  did,  on  the  twenty-first 
instant,  summon  said  HYZ/nrf/ to  appear  before  them,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Selectmen  and  some  of  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence,  when  witnesses  were  produced  in  support 
of  the  charges  alleged  against  him,  which  were  fully  proved 
and  committed  to  writing,  and  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the 
Selectmen,  (open  to  inspection,)  the  witnesses  being  ready 
at  any  time  to  make  oath  to  the  same. 

A  Committee  was  then  chosen  to  consider  of  the  best 
methods  for  a  further  procedure  with  said  IVillard.  They 
reported  that  said  JVillard  should  have  tendered  to  him  a 
paper  they  had  drawn  up,  containing  a  confession  of  his 
notorious  scandals  and  falsehoods,  without  mentioning  a 
word  of  his  promising  a  reformation,  as  they  would  be  very 
sorry  to  be  tite  means  of  his  adding  to  his  falsehoods.  This 
paper,  if  he  believed  to  be  true,  he  was  to  sign  that  evening  ; 
and  as  it  was  late,  and  to  prevent  disorder,  he  was  next 
morning  to  read  it  in  such  piibhck  parts  of  the  Town  as  the 
Conniiittee  directed,  with  which  he  complied  ;  the  contents 
of  the  paper  abovemenlioned  follows  this  account. 

There  was  another  scandalous  aspersion  upon  the  guard 
that  conducted  the  prisoners  from  hence  to  Springfield, 
wherein  he  asserted  that  he  was  told  they  used  iheni  ex- 
tremely cruel,  frequently  pricking  them  with  their  bayonets. 
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He  was  often  called  upon  lo  name  liis  aiulior,  and  as  often 
refused  it,  till  ilie  day  of  general  inquiry,  when  he  laid  it  upoii 
a  person  (bur  n.ilos  off,  who  has  since  declared  he  never  told 
him  so,  nor  ever  heard  of  it  before.  This  is  only  men- 
tioned to  take  oir  any  bad  impressions  that  miu;ht  be  made 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  gentleman  who  conducted  this  mat- 
ter, whose  character  is  so  well  known  here,  especially  for 
liuiuanity,  that  it  never  affected  it  in  this  place.  But  as 
this  matter  was  not  of  so  publick  a  nature,  it  was  thought 
most  advisable  the  persons  who  had  suffered  should  do 
themselves  justice  ;  an  apprehension  that  they  would,  it  is 
supposed,  has  caused  the  Doctor's  Hight,  without  the  least 
regret  of  any  of  the  iiihubilants  excej)!  the  tory  gentry. 

DOCTOR   WII.LARd's    CONFESSION. 

VVliereas  1,  the  subscriber,  have,  from  the  perverseness 
of  my  wicked  heart,  maliciously  and  scandalously  abused 
the  characters  and  proceedings  of  the  Continental  and  Pro- 
vincial Congresses,  the  Selectmen  of  this  Town,  and  the 
Committees  of  Correspondence  in  general : 

I  do  liercl)y  declare  that,  at  the  time  of  my  doing  it,  I 
knew  the  said  abuses  to  be  the  most  scandalous  falsehoods, 
and  that  I  did  it  for  the  sole  purpose  of  abusing  those  bodies 
of  men,  and  affronting  my  townsmen,  and  all  the  friends  of 
liberty  throughout  the  Continent.  Being  now  fully  sensible 
of  my  wickedness  and  notorious  falsehoods,  humbly  beg 
pardon  of  those  worthy  characters  I  have  so  scandalously 
abused,  and  of  my  countrymen  in  general,  and  desire  this 
confession  of  mine  may  be  printed  in  ihe  Jimerican  Oracle 
of  Liberty,  for  three  weeks  successively. 

N  \ HUM  Will \Hi). 
Test:  Bknjamin  Flagg,    Josiah  Pkirck, 

Samuel  i\liLLf:R,     Jonathan  Stone. 
David  Bigelow, 
Worcester,  August  '^I,  1775, 


MK.ETINO     of    FREEIlOI.nERS     OF     ANNE    AKUNDF.L     COl  NTV, 
MARYLAND. 

Anii:ii>olis,  August  31,  177."i. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  Freeholders  and  other  Free- 
men of  .^;(»t-ylri/Hf/c7  County,  having  a  visible  estate  of 
forty  Pounds  sterling,  or  (]ualiricd  by  law  to  vote  for  Bur- 
gesses, to  meet  at  the  City  of  Annnpolis  on  Tacsdny,  the 
l^th  of  September  next,  to  elect  a  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation for  the  said  County  for  the  term  of  one  year,  to 
consist  of  thirty-four  of  the  most  discreet  and  sensible  of 
the  said  Freemen  ;  also  to  elect,  by  ballot,  five  persons  to 
represent  them  in  Convention  for  the  said  term  of  one 
year. 
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Veil,,  ronns_vlv;vnia,  August  31,  177'.. 

The  Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  lor/.- County, 
entitled  to  vote  for  Representatives  in  Assembly,  are  hereby 
required  to  meet  at  the  Coiirt-House  in  York  Town,  on 
Tuesday,  the  seventeenth  day  of  October  next,  to  vote, 
by  ballot  or  ticket,  for  sixty-one  persons  as  a  Committee 
for  York  County,  to  continue  for  the  space  of  one  year 
then  next  following,  if  from  the  change  of  |niblick  affairs 
they  may  not  think  it  expedient  to  dissolve  themselves 
sooner.  And  as,  from  the  dangers  and  necessities  of  the 
times,  powers  of  the  greatest  magnitude  may  be  exercised 
by  those  persons  or  their  Delegates,  it  is  expected  that  the 
meeting  of  the  Freemen  will  be  general,  and  that  they  will 
be  judicious  in  the  choice  of  the  persons  to  represent  them. 
Each  Townshi|)  is  desired  to  choose  an  Inspector,  to  attend 
at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  who  will  be  qualified  agree- 
able to  the  rules  of  the  election.  Judges  will  be  chosen,  and 
the  election  conducted  agreeable  to  tlie  rules  prescribed  for 
the  election  of  the   present  Committee. 

By  order  of  the  Conunittee  : 

Jamf.s  Smith,  Chairman. 


MODF.RATF.    POLITICAL    HINTS. 

X.'w.Vork,  Auirusi  31,  I77,i. 
Reiiuisition  Iroin   CMivcrnment    is   the   old   Constitution, 
and  will  naturally  conic  in  course  whene\er  we  are  at  war 


with  any  foreign  Power;  'tis  then  that  extra  troops  and 
extra  sums  of  money  are  nmch  wanting  from  every  part  of 
the  King's  jurisdiction,  and  we  in  America  not  only  cheer- 
fully grant  to  the  utmost  extent  of  our  abilities,  but  have 
a  right  to  examine  into  accounts,  and  freijuently  expect 
and  receive  a  reimbursement  of  a  large  part  of  our  ex- 
penses ;  but  the  revenue  in  contest  is  a  distinct  affair;  it 
is  a  small  annual  sum  voluntarily  given  in  cash  or  country 
produce,  to  be  fixed  either  to  the  King's  civil  list,  or  applied 
toward  payment  of  interest  money  due  on  'the  national 
debt,  as  an  acknowledgment  for  Government  securing  to 
us  liberty,  j)roperty,  and  freedom  of  trade.  These  ought 
(in  truth  and  justice)  to  be  the  solemn  obligations  and 
agreement  on  both  sides,  prudently  waiving  tiie  contest, 
whether  the  national  debt  was  occasioned  by  fighting  sole- 
ly for  America,  as  it  was  undoubtedly  exjjended  for  the 
general  good;  for  had  any  one  of  the  British  Empire  fallen 
during  the  war,  in  either  Europe  or  America,  other  parts 
must  have  fell  of  course. 

A  proposition  from  us  of  a  voluntary  revenue,  guarded 
under  good  mercantile  conditions,  if  received  or  rejected,  I 
should  apprehend  would  steadily  fix  our  friends,  and  make 
our  enemies  tremble  in  every  quarter;  it  would  entirely 
eradicate  and  remove  the  simple  notion  of  independence. 

The  civil  list  revenue  (and  there  is  one  only)  is  a  year- 
ly sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand  Pounds,  established  by 
Parliament  to  the  King  for  life,  for  the  support  of  His 
Majesty's  household,  and  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
Crown:  it  is  charged  upon  and  made  payable  out  of  the 
acTgregate  fund,  and  commenced  from  the  demise  of  his  late 
Majesty. 

The  Parliament  grants  for  seven  years,  from  1757  to 
1703,  inclusive,  amounted  to  above  ninety-eight  millions, 
and  which  occasioned  the  rapid  growth  of  the  national 
debt;  if  needful,  on  a  future  day,  shall  give  specimens  of 
their  resolutions  and  provisions. 

The  Parliament  jirovisions  are  generally  by  the  land  tax, 
malt  tax,  navy  bills,  debentures  per  loans  and  exchequer 
bills,  and  by  the  surplus  of  the  sinking  fund,  including  the 
customs  and  duties  upon  all  kinds  of  liquors,  home-made 
and  foreign ;  also  on  tobacco.  Sec,  Sic,  all  paid  by  the  holder 
and  consumer  in  Britain.  The  manufactories,  or  their 
goods  for  exportation,  are  exempted  from  duties  of  excise, 
to  enable  them  to  send  to  market,  and  to  sell  better  goods 
and  cheaper  than  any  other  nation  on  the  globe. 

The  superiour  fineness,  firmness,  and  weight  of  English 
broadcloths,  &ic.,  on  that  account,  always  did  and  ever 
will  command  the  preference  in  market  at  every  port  in  the 
four  quarters  of  the  world.  The  Asiaticks  wisel)  proved 
the  goodness  of  broadcloths  by  their  fineness  and  weight  in 
the  scales,  and  gave  the  preference  to  those  of  Britain. 

We  are  excellent  customers  to  the  British  merchant 
for  dry-goods — not  immediately  material  contributors  there- 
by to  (iovernnient.  Government  is  in  debt,  the  common 
people  poor:  but  the  nobility,  officers,  landed  gentlemen, 
merchants,  and  manufacturers,  are  immensely  rich.  Success 
in  merchandising  and  wars  hath  brought  nearly  all  the  cir- 
culating specie  from  the  East-Indies  and  from  the  West, 
from  the  North  and  from  the  South,  to  Great  Britain.  At 
this  present  time,  there  are  more  solid  riches  held  by  those 
individuals  in  Britain,  than  are  held  in  any  two  nations  in 
Europe,  with  its  concomitant  luxury ;  and  u  hich  occasion- 
eth  their  fre()uenl  scarcity  of  grain.  Env^Iand  hath  such  a 
variety  of  soil,  as  they  scarcely  ever  were  in  want  of  pro- 
visions in  ancient  times;  for  if  crops  failed  in  one  part  of 
the  kingdom,  they  succeeded  in  another;  but  thousands  and 
thousands  of  acres  are  now  turned  (and  fenced)  into  parks, 
.so  that  growing  grain  in  abundance  as  formerly,  for  the  in- 
dustrious poor,  they  now  grow  \cnison  iot  the  luxury  of 
the  rich. 

The  manufactures  of  Urcat  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
the  product  o(  American  lands,  in  a  very  kw  years,  if 
iiKinaged  on  each  side  with  temper  and  wisdom,  will  natu- 
rally produce  astonishing  advantages  and  benefits  to  the 
whole  Eiui)ire. 

In  the  time  of  the  stamp  act,  by  a  fortunate  regulation  of 
imjuirts  and  exports,  and  by  a  straight  line  of  smooth  and 
manly  deportment,  we  prevented  even  our  most  inveterate 
enemies  in  Britain  from  i)laying  off  their  false  but  hurt- 
ful artillery  of  words  of  independence  and  rebellion,  (self- 
defence  comprehends  neither,)    a   similar    proceeding,   as 


465 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &:c.,  AUGUST,  1775. 


466 


nearly  as  our  present  critical  circumstances  will  permit,  I 
trust  will  yield  consequences  in  tlie  event  agreeable  to  those 
successful  and  happy  times. 

A  yearly  sum  of  one  shilling  from  every  resident  in 
America  yields  a  moderate  American  revenue;  1  would, 
with  much  pleasure,  pay  above  fifty  times  that  sum  annu- 
ally, for  this  mode  of  procedure,  or  for  any  other  constitu- 
tional voluntary  plan  toward  the  support  of  solid  substantial 
Government.  I  am  for  the  just  thing.  The  whole  British 
revenue  raised  there  amounts  to  about  eight  millions  yearly, 
in  time  of  peace,  nearly  one-half  of  which  is  for  interest 
money  paid  on  the  national  debt. 

1  am  neither  a  placeman,  pensioner,  nor  ministerial  hire- 
ling ;  but  'tis  this  method  of  a  revenue,  or  something  analo- 
gous, that  appears  to  me  as  the  most  eligible  and  only  plan 
to  settle  the  dispute  upon  a  lasting  foundation  ;  and  am  really 
assiduous  to  promote  a  constitutional  voluntary  revenue, 
under  good  mercantile  conditions,  and  for  negotiating  with 
the  Crown  immediately  ;  the  Crown  to  appoint  Commis- 
sioners, to  negotiate  with  Commissioners  from  the  honour- 
able the  Continental  Congress.  ^   c,    «..,,,,.,.„ 


ABRAHAM   LOTT  TO   NEW-YORK    C0NCRf;SS. 

Ncw-York,  August  31,  177r). 

Gentlemen:  This  morning  I  have  seen  a  ])rinted  reso- 
lution of  the  honourable  Board,  dated  the  29ih  instant,  by 
which  lam  permitted  in  future  (agreeable  to  former  direc- 
tions) to  supply  His  Majesty's  ships  "  on  this  station  with 
all  necessaries,  as  well  fresh  as  salt ;  and  that  such  supjilies 
be  sent  by  me  to  the  Govcrnour's  Islanil,  to  be  taken  from 
thence  on  board  of  the  said  ships." 

In  pursuance  of  which,  I  propose  to  write  a  letter  to 
Captain  J'andcput,  informing  him  of  the  leave  given  by 
the  honourable  Board.  But  as  the  beer  and  water  for  the 
King's  ships  have  been  supplied  from  Brooklcind  Ferry, 
and  not  from  this  City,  as  these  articles  are  put  on  board 
of  the  sliips  in  large  heavy  butts,  which  require  a  number 
of  hands  to  hoist  them  in  and  out  of  the  boats,  and  cannot 
be  obtained  any  where  else  with  the  same  ease  and  con- 
venience, and  as  the  inhabitants  at  the  ferry  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  man-of-war's  boat  coining  there  to  take  ofT 
those  articles,  1  humbly  pray  the  honourable  Congress  will 
be  pleased,  prior  to  my  writing  Captain  J^andcjnit,  to  sig- 
nify whether  the  man-of-war's  boats  may  be  permitted 
to  go  to  the  ferry  for  beer  and  water,  and  whether  I  may 
assure  him  they  will  not  be  molested  and  hurt  in  going  on 
that  business.  I  hope  1  may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  if 
this  liberty  is  not  granted,  it  will  be  a  difficult  matter  for  the 
slii|)s  to  water,  as  they  cannot  get  it  on  the  Govcrnour''s 
Island;  nor  do  I  conceive  how  it  will  be  in  my  power  to 
supply  them  with  beer  in  any  other  mode. 

I  have  the  honour,  with  all  due  deference  to  your  supe- 
riour  judgments,  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  Abraham  Lott. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Piovincial  Congress  for  the  Colony 

o(  Nciv-York,  in  Congress  convened. 

P.  S.  Enclosed  I  send  an  account  of  what  1  have  sup- 
plied and  am  to  supply  His  Majesty's  Ship  Asia  with. 

New.Yo.k,  August  31,  1775. 

Pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  lionourable  the  Provincial 
Congress  for  the  Colony  o(  Nciv-York  of  the  '27111  May, 
177.5,  1  have  supplied  His  Majesty's  Ship  Asia,  between 
the  27  th  of  Juli/  and  2d  of  August,  with  the  following  pro- 
visions, for  her  own  use,  viz:  bread,  20,618  pounds;  flour, 
28  cwt.  3  qrs.  2  lbs. ;  butter,  1,195  pounds;  beer,  have 
not  got  the  brewer's  account,  and  thus  cannot  ascertain  the 
quantity.  1  have  lately  received  another  order  for — bread, 
10,000  pounds;  butter,  10  firkins;  peas,  84  bushels;  oat- 
meal, 84  bushels ;  which  propose  to  supply  in  a  few 
days.  Abraham  Lott. 

To  the  Hon.  P.  T'.  B.  Livins:ston,  Esq.,  President  of  the 

Provincial  Congress,  Ntiv:York. 


SUFFOLK   COUNTY   CO.MMITTKF.   TO   NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 
SutTolk  County,  August  31,  1775. 

Gentlemen;  Your  letter  of  the  25th  of  this  instant  we 
have  received,  wherein  you  recommend  that  we  place  two 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi. 


Companies  of  Minute-Men  at.  Montauk ,  and  one  at  or  near 
Shelter-Island.  There  are  no  Companies  of  Minute-Men 
yet  formed  in  this  County,  and,  when  formed,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  such  Companies  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to  be 
stationed  at  those  places,  as  those  persons  at  the  east  end 
of  the  County,  who  could  be  spared  from  their  families,  are 
already  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Continent,  and  the 
western  part  of  the  County  are  unwilling  that  any  person 
should  go  from  them,  on  account  of  the  danger  of  the 
enemy  and  the  people  in  an  adjacent  County.  We  are 
exceeding  sorry  that  we  shall  be  unable  to  protect  the 
stock  at  the  east  end  from  the  ravages  of  our  enemies  when 
the  Troops  are  all  gone  from  us.  The  stock  is  taken  from 
Gardiner's  and  Plumb  Islands.  The  hay  on  Gardiner's 
Island  we  judge  will  be  of  no  service  to  General  Gage  if 
they  cannot  get  stock,  as  they  took  no  more  than  just  suffi- 
cient to  keep  the  stock  to  Boston,  and  said  they  wanted  no 
more.  We  beg  leave  to  observe  to  you,  that  this  County 
is  under  considerable  disadvantages,  on  account  of  having 
no  post  that  rides  through  Long-Island,  and  should  be  ex- 
ceeding glad  if  a  post  might  be  established  in  such  manner 
as  your  honourable  House  shall  direct. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  hum- 
ble servants.     By  order :  Wm.  Smith,  Chairman. 
To  the  Hon.  F.  l\  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President  of  the 

Provincial  Congress,  Neiv-Vork. 


WESTCHESTER  COUNTY  COMMITTEE  TO  JOHN  McKESSON. 
Wliite-Plains,  August  31,  1775. 

Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  officers  in  fVestchester 
County,  except  for  the  Borough  of  fVestchester  Manor,  of 
Fordham,  and  West-Farms,  (made  into  one  beat  by  the 
Committee  of  this  County.)  The  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee from  fVestchester  not  having  made  any  return  of 
their  ofHcers,  I  am  unable  to  furnish  you  with  their  names. 
Would  be  glad  the  connnissions  might  be  made  out  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  those  for  the  middle  and  upper  parts  of  the 
Coimty  sent  to  Micah  Townscnd,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Com- 
mittee, who  will  forward  them  to  the  officers. 

I  am  your  most  humble  servant, 

Gilbert  Drake,  Chairman. 
To  John  McKesson,   Esq.,  Secretary  of  the   Provincial 

Congress. 


DUTCHESS     COUNTY     COMMITTEE     TO     THEIR     DEPUTIES     IN 
PROVINCIAL    CONGRESS. 

Clmrlotte  Precinct,  Augu.st  31,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  to  write 
to  you  respecting  Messrs.  Lester,  Doughty,  and  Berghs. 
We  have  been  credibly  informed  those  persons  have  ac- 
tually enlisted  a  number  of  men  to  serve  against  us  in  one 
way  or  another,  and  have  threatened  to  come  with  an 
armed  vessel  and  carry  ofl"  some  of  the  inhabitants  who 
have  been  active  in  the  present  measures.  They  are  now 
either  in  New-York  or  on  board  the  man-of-war.  We 
must  therefore  request  you  will  use  your  utmost  endea- 
vours in  discovering  and  apprehending  them.  We  have 
also  information  that  his  son  is  employed  in  purchasing  live 
stock  for  the  use  of  the  men  of  war.  We  would  therefore 
recommend,  that  a  vessel  should  be  immediately  procured 
for  the  purpose  of  searching  all  vessels  going  up  and  down 
the  river.  By  this  means  not  only  the  above  supplies  may 
be  prevented  from  reaching  the  men  of  war,  but  the  above 
persons  may  be  the  more  readily  apprehended.  A  par- 
ticular lookout  should  be  kept  for  the  sloops  belonging  to 
the  Berghs  and  one  Dop.  The  propriety  of  the  mea- 
sure, however,  we  leave  in  your  discretion.  ^Ve  would 
also  mention  to  you,  as  a  suspected  person,  one  Lauchlin 
McDonald,  who  lately  went  from  Frcdericksburgh,  with 
some  men  he  had  enlisted,  in  Peter  Bogardus's  sloop, 
belonging  to  Fishkill. 

I  am  also  directed  by  the  Committee  to  request  answers 
to  the  following  queries,  viz  : 

Whether  the  Committees  have  power  to  call  out  the 
Minute  Companies  whenever  they  think  proper? 

Whether  we  are  authorized  to  engage  the  Minute-Men 
any  and  what  pay,  when  in  actual  service? 

Whether  the  Committee  can  be  supplied  with  a  small 
sum,  to  answer  contingent  charges? 
30 


467 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  he,  AUGUST,  1775. 


468 


Whatever  expense  accrues  now  must  be  defrayed  by 
the  members  of  the  Conimittee  out  of  their  own  pockets, 
whicli  we  conceive  to  be  exceedingly  hard  upon  us,  con- 
siderintr  the  expense  we  aheady  are  at  in  attending  the 
ComniTttee,  without  any  hope  of  compensation  in  the  nature 
of  wages.  Indeed,  we  are  in  so  mucii  danger  from  the 
disalliTcted  persons  in  the  County,  that  we  shall  be  soon 
obliged  to  take  some  spirited  measures  respecting  them. 
Tho^se  measures,  however,  we  shall  be  unable  to  pursue 
without  a  proper  supply  of  cash.  You  may  be  assured  it 
will  be  expended  with  the  utmost  parsimony,  and  a  proper 
account  will  bo  rendered  of  it.  You  will  be  pleased  to 
favour  us  with  an  answer  as  speedily  as  possible. 

1  remain  your  very  humble  servant, 

Hy  order  of  the  Committee  :  E.  Benson,  CA'/i. 

To  the  Gentlemen  attending  as  Deputies,  from  the  County 

of  Dutchess,  in  Provincial  Congress. 


A    GENTl.KMAN    AT    TICONDE- 
;W-YORK,    DATED    AIGL'ST   31, 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER 
R0(JA  TO  HIS  FRIEND 
1775. 

Colonels  JVatcrbury  and  liilzma,  under  the  command  of 
General  Montgomery,  embarked  on  Monday  night,  with 
twelve  hundred  men,  for  the  L/c-au-yoix,  near  St.  John's, 
to  stop  our  enemies'  strong  vessels  by  pickets  and  booms, 
till  the  Army  and  artillery  are  ready.  Your  countrymen 
with  united  voices  cry  aloud  for  your  utmost  exertion  in 
this  time  of  need,  viter  nana  silent  leges.  Pray,  to  arms, 
to  arms,  my  friend  !  Give  your  Country  testimony  of  your 
atiachment  to  the  cause  in  which  v.o  are  engaged  :  supine- 
iiess  and  hikewarmness  breathe  destruction  to  a  free  peo- 
ple. Our  all  is  at  stake.  I  had  rather  never  again  return 
from  the  field  than  live  and  die  a  slave. 

I  am  on  the  eve  of  embarkation  with  the  remainder  of 
the  Army  and  nine  or  ten  pieces  of  artillery;  four  twelve- 
pounders  are  gone.  You  will  soon  hear  of  very  bloody 
scenes.  Hostilities  are  already  commenced  in  this  quar- 
ter. I  hope  in  five  days  to  be  one  of  the  possessors  of 
Montreal.  The  Indian  Convention  will  be  very  favour- 
able to  our  cause.  Cage  has  got  two  thou=and  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty  barrels  of  flour  fiom  Philadelphia. 


r.ENERAI.    SCHUYLER  TO   GENER\E   WASHINGTON. 

Ticomicroga,  Auirust  31,  ITTa. 

Dear  Sir:  I  arrived  here  last  night,  and  immediately 
issued  my  orders  for  sending  you  the  lead,  (my  former  ones 
not  having  come  to  hand  ;)  it  will  leave  Crown  Point  this 
afternoon,  and  be  forwarded  without  loss  of  time  to  you. 

General  Montgomery  leaves  Crown  Point  to-day,  with 
twelve  hundred  men  and  four  twelve-pounders.  1  follow 
him  this  evening,  and  have  ordered  the  whole  strength  I 
can  spare  to  join  me  at  hle-au-Noix  without  delay.  When 
they  arrive  there,  which  I  hope  will  be  in  five  days,  I  shall 
then  be  near  two  thousand  strong.  I  am  still  of  opinion 
that  the  Canadians  and  Indians  will  be  friendly  to  us,  un- 
less the  imprudence  of  a  Captain  liaker,  who,  without  my 
leave,  went  upon  a  scout,  and,  contrary  to  the  most  pointed 
and  express  orders,  seeing  some  people  in  a  boat  that  be- 
longed to  us,  attempted  to  fire  on  thein,  but  his  gun  missing 
fire,  he  was  instantly  shot  through  the  head  and  expired. 
His  party  consisted  of  five  men,  and  the  other  of  an  equal 
numljcr  ;  only  one  of  whom,  an  Indian,  was  seen  to  paddle 

I  will  neillier  detain  your  Excellency  nor  waste  my 
lime  (which  is  jirecious)  in  i;i\'ing  you  a  detail  of  the  many 
wants  I  labour  under.  I  hope  they  will  serve  lor  an  even- 
ing chat  at  some  future  day. 

Yon  would  have  cause  to  blame  me  for  not  sending  a 
return  of  the  Forces  under  my  command,  hut  I  cannot  get 
one  that  may  in  the  least  be  depended  upon.  I  know  the 
reason,  but  so  critical  is  my  situation  that  I  sacrifice  every 
thing  to  the  grand  object. 

I  have  sent  on  only  four  twelve-pounders,  and  expect  to 
have  no  more  than  six  ;  but  I  have  promised  not  to  com- 
plain.     Adieu,  my  di'ar  General. 

I  am,  with  the  most  respectful  sentiment^,  your  most 
iibedient  servant,  Philip  Sci'rvlek. 

(icneral  Washington. 


P.  S.  My  situation  will  apologize  for  this  blotted  scrawl. 
Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  the  papers  of  which 
a  copy  is  enclosed. 

MAJOR  JOHN  BROWN  TO  GENERAL   MONTGOMERY. 
On  board  the  Sloop  lying  at  thi;  north  of  Isle-au-Mottc,  I 
Wetlntsiiay,  August  '2'i,  1775.  S 

Sir:  This  minute  Sergeant  CiriJ/in  arrived  from  St. 
Johns,  where  he  has  been  sent  by  Captain  Stetcart  as  a 
spy.  He  brings  intelligence  that  the  two  vessels  building 
tliere  are  very  forward,  that  their  hulls  seem  to  be  finished, 
being  blacked  up  to  their  gunwales,  and  that  their  masts 
are  preparing;  that  they  appear  of  large  size.  This,  Sir, 
is  alarming  news  indeed,  if  true,  which  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt ;  they  will  be  ready  to  sail  in  one  week,  or  ten  days 
at  most,  for  by  Grijfin's  account,  as  well  as  others,  the 
woikmen  are  extremely  busy  and  assiduous,  working  till 
after  dark  every  night.  These  vessels,  when  on  the  lake, 
will  effectually  command  it,  and  the  expedition  is  up  for 
this  year,  provided  that  no  re-enforueinent  comes  to  Cana- 
da this  year. 

I  went  with  Captain  Stewart  yesterday,  and  sounded 
the  channel  near  the  point  next  below  ffindmill  Point. 
Am  of  opinion  that  a  stand  may  be  made  there;  but  should 
better  judges  think  the  Isle-an-Noix,  or  some  place  below 
that,  better  to  intrench  and  effectually  stop  the  enemy's  ves- 
sels coming  up,  I  shall  perfectly  agree  with  them.  If  the 
Army  are  not  ready  to  march  witliin  the  time  abovemen- 
tioned,  a  plan  of  this  kind  must  be  executed,  or  we  lose 
all,  i.  e.  the  command  of  the  lake,  which  is  tantamount. 

Beg  your  Honour's  pardon  for  writing  in  a  dictatorial 
style ;  should  not  attempt  it  were  it  not  demonstration 
that  the  vessels  mentioned  at  St.  .fohn's,  with  what  armed 
batteaus  the  enemy  can  easily  furnish,  can  easily  sweep 
this  lake  in  its  present  condition.  I  therefore  humbly 
beseech  that  some  efi'ectual  measure  may  be  immediately 
entered  into  to  keep  the  conmiand  of  this  lake  ;  which,  I 
believe,  may  most  readily  and  ellectually  be  done  by  send- 
ing some  part  of  the  Army  immediately  into  Canada,  as  I 
cannot  consider  the  enemy  powerful  as  yet ;  shall  be  wil- 
ling to  lead  the  way  on  the  shortest  notice.  I  hear  that 
two  Regiments  are  coming  to  join  this  Army,  via  Cohos 
and  Onion  River;  the  bearer  will  inform  more  particu- 
larly concerning  this  matter.  I  hope  to  set  off  to-morrow 
for  Crown  Point. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  Honour's  most  obe- 


dient humble  servan 

To  Brigatlier-Gencral  Montgomery. 


John  Brown. 


JAMES   LlVlN(;STON   TO  GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

August,  177.'-,. 

Dear  Sir:  1  had  the  pleasure  to  write  you  by  Major 
Drown,  and  in  your  absence  had  the  honour  of  an  answer 
thereto  from  Brigadier-General  Montgomery,  since  which 
nothing  material  has  happened  in  this  part.  A  few  Indians 
from  the  Castle  of  St.  Lonis  have  joined  the  Troops  at 
St.  .fohn's,  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  two  of  iheir  tribe 
being  killed  iiiion  their  last  scouting  party  near  Point-au- 
Fer.  The  number  of  their  tribe,  supposing  they  were  all 
joined,  does  not  consist  of  two  hundred  effective  men,  to- 
irether  with  a  few  of  the  St.  Francois  Indians.  The 
Upper  Country  Indians  are  mostly  returned,  so  that,  with 
what  Colonel  Johnson  brought  with  him  by  the  way  of 
Osirego,  they  may  amount  to  about  four  or  five  hundred. 
The  Canadians  have  waited  with  the  utmost  impatience 
your  coming,  and  begin  to  despair  of  seeing  you,  though  I 
hope  to  revive  their  spirits  by  sending  circular  letters  to 
the  Captains  of  the  different  Parishes,  of  your  coming  soon 
to  relieve  them.  The  harvest  has  been  very  favourable 
here,  though  attended  with  some  rain,  and  expect  it  will 
be  finished  nearly  aljout  the  time  you  may  arrive  at  St. 
John's,  which  I  hope  will  be  in  about  a  fortnight,  at  far- 
thest. 1  shall  endeavour  to  join  the  party  you  propose 
sending  this  side  the  river,  with  what  men  I  can  mus- 
ter, to  block  up  the  communication  from  Montreal  to  .S'(. 
John's,  &ic.  You  will  be  kind  enough  to  send  an  express 
a  day  or  two  before  the  party  arrives,  that  I  may  get  the 
necessary  provisions  ready.  I  had  the  pleasure  to  acquaint 
you  in  my  last  of  the  number  of  troops  at  the  three  different 
post^,  viz:   Montreal,   Chambly,  and  St.  John's;  they  are 
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now  mostly  at  Si.  John's,  and  F  am  sorry  to  acquaint  you 
that  they  are  well  fortified,  with  ammunition,  provisions,  iSic. 
Their  cannon  consist  of  sixes,  nines,  and  eighteen-pounders. 
If  I  had  had  a  party  of  five  hundred  men  only,  I  could  have 
taken  all  their  ammunition,  as  they  passed  by  my  door. 
The  soldiers  are  much  harassed,  and  would  be  glad  of  your 
arrival,  and  I  make  no  doubt  numbers  will  desert  upon  the 
sight  of  your  Army.  I  shall  endeavour  to  have  some  loose 
limber,  in  the  form  of  scow  boats,  got  ready,  to  cross  your 
party  the  other  side  of  the  river,  immediately  upon  their 
arrival.  General  Carlcton  has  been  expected  at  Montreal 
for  some  time  past.  The  true  reason  of  his  not  coming  is, 
that  there  being  no  troops  at  all  at  Qucbeck,  he  cannot  quit 
it  for  fear  of  a  revolt.  I  think  there  is  little  to  fear  from 
that  quarter,  though  he  has  very  industriously  re))orted  that 
a  re-enforcement  was  to  come  from  Europe  or  Boston — 1 
should  rather  be  inclined  to  think  from  the  latter,  notwith- 
standing they  have  their  hands  full  at  Boston.  He  has 
made  a  proposition  to  the  Canadicins,  in  case  they  would 
enlist  under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  to  gratify  every 
man  that  will  turn  out  upon  this  occasion  with  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  at  Boston,  New-York,  &.C.  The  pro- 
position was  heard  with  disdain.  Colonel  McLean,  who 
arrived  here  with  Colonel  Johnson,  has  orders  from  the 
King  to  raise  a  Regiment  of  Canadians  upon  those  terms  ; 
and  I  can  assure  you,  from  Three  Rivers  to  Chambly,  he 
got  not  a  single  man.  I  believe  he  got  a  few  in  and  about 
the  suburbs  of  the  Town  oi  Montreal.  Make  haste,  tlien, 
and  prevent  any  further  re-enforcement. 

My  best  wishes  and  those  of  the  Canadians  attend  you. 
May  God  prosper  your  just  undertakings,  and  unite  this 
flourishing  Province  with  the  rest  of  the  Provinces  con- 
tending for  liberty,  is  the  sincere  wish  of  him  who  is,  with 

the  greatest  esteem,  yours,  &ic.,        ,  , 

°  '  J         '         '        Jamks Livingston. 

To  Philip  Schuyler,  Esq.,  Major-General  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Forces  at  Ticonderoga ;  or,  in  his  ab- 
sence, to  Brig.  Gen.  Montgomery,  at  Ticonderoga. 
P.  S.    They  have  three    row-galleys,  or  Hat-bottomed 
boats,  of  about  fifty  tons  each,  as  nearly  as  I  could  judge, 
put  together  at  Chambly,  and  then  carried  to  St.  John's  in 
pieces,  which,  by  the  accounts  I  have,  will  be  fit  for  sailing 
by  the  latter  end  of  next  week.     Whether  tlieir  intention 
is  to  go  and  attack  you  !  cannot  say,  but  have  heard  it 
suggested  by  the  captains  of  said  vessels,  whom  I  am  ac- 
quainted with,  though  in  that  case  they  must  take  all  their 
force  from  St.  John's,  as  they  have  but  few  sailors. 
Yours,  &c.,  J.  L. 


GENERAL   SCHUYLEU  TO   GOVERNOUH   TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga,  August  31,  1773. 

Honoured  Sir:  Your  Honour's  favour  of  the  18th 
instant  was  delivered  me  last  night,  on  my  return  from 
Albany,  where  I  attended  as  one  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Indian  affairs.  I  have  ordered  the  lead  I  can  spare  to 
Albany,  with  directions  to  forward  it  by  the  most  direct 
route  to  General  JVashington,  that  you  may  not  have  any 
unnecessary  trouble.  General  Montgomery  left  Crown  Point 
this  morning,  with  JVnterbury's,  ^IcDougall's,  Parsons's, 
and  fVooster's  Regiments,  amounting  to  twelve  hundred 
men.  I  shall  join  him  some  time  in  the  ensuing  night,  and 
have  ordered  all  Hinman's  Regiment,  (excepting  two  Com- 
panies,) amounting  to  about  five  hundred  men,  and  about 
three  hundred  more  of  Van  Schaick's  Regiment.  The 
Green  Mountain  Boys  are  not  yet  joined.  Pray,  order 
none  of  your  troops  this  way;  I  am  sufficiently  distressed 
with  tliose  I  have,  for  want  of  tents.  1  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  Canadians  and  Indians  will  lie  our 
friends,  unless  the  intemperate  heat  and  disobedience  of 
Captain  Baker  has  rendered  them  our  enemies ;  who, 
without  my  leave,  and  contrary  to  the  most  explicit  and 
pointed  orders,  attempted  to  fire  on  one  of  their  boats,  but 
liis  gun  snapping,  he  was  killed,  and  his  party  suppose  that 
four  out  of  the  five  were  killed  that  were  in  the  boat, 
some  of  whom,  it  is  conjectured,  were  Indians,  as  the  one 
that  paddled  otY  was  certainly  such.  A  few  days  will 
determine  the  event  of  our  operations. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
The  Honourable  Govcrnour  Trumbull. 


EXTRACT  OE  A  LETTER  FROM  NEW-LONDON,  DATED  AUGUST 
31,  1775. 

Yesterday  morning,  at  six  o'clock,  we  were  alarmed  by 
a  severe  firing  to  the  eastward  of  this  harbour,  and  in  a 
little  time  an  express  arrived  from  Stonirigton,  a  small 
Town  about  twelve  miles  distant,  informing  that  a  tender 
had  pursued  two  small  sloops  into  that  harbour,  which  ran 
on  shore,  and  the  people  landed  before  the  tender  was  in 
gun-shot;  and  as  soon  as  she  got  in,  they  fired  a  full  broad- 
side into  the  Town,  tacked  and  went  out,  and  in  a  little 
time  returned  with  two  more  tenders  and  His  Majesty's 
Ship  ihe  Rose.  The  ship  came  to  an  anchor,  and  brought 
her  side  to  bear  against  the  Town,  and  began  to  fire  ;  the 
tenders  also,  who  kept  under  sail,  and  both  ship  and  sloops 
continued,  without  intermission,  firing  the  whole  day;  and 
by  express,  which  has  since  arrived,  find  they  have  killed 
two  men  of  ours.  There  are  now  numbers  of  people  col- 
lected, and  are  there;  and  when  the  tenders  came  within 
musket-shot  we  fired  on  them.  One  tender  got  aground, 
and  in  carrying  out  a  hawser  our  people  imagined  they 
killed  several  in  the  boat.  There  has  been  a  flag  sent  off 
on  board  the  Rose,  to  know  the  reason  of  this  extra  work  ; 
the  Captain  says  our  people  fired  on  his  tender  first,  and 
that  he  will  blow  the  Town  down.  There  is  this  morning 
a  cessation  of  firing;  hope  the  matter  is  settled. 


COLONEL   HUNTINGTON   TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Norwich,  August  31,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir:  Yours  of  the  30th  came  to  hand  by 
Captain  Bishoj),  about  twelve  o'clock  last  night.  In  con- 
sequence of  intelligence  received  from  Colonel  Sallonstall, 
sent  off  last  night,  about  ten  o'clock,  two  barrels  of  the 
Colony  powder,  by  a  boat  well  manned,  and  trust  it  got  to 
Colonel  Saltonstall  about  one  of  the  clock  this  morning, 
desiring  him  to  forward  to  Stonington,  or  improve,  as  the 
publick  business  called,  when  it  arrived,  as  by  New-Lon- 
don was  the  directest  way  to  Stonington,  and  did  not  know 
but  by  the  lime  of  its  arrival  there  the  enemy  had  moved 
to  New-London.  Have  sent  an  express  early  this  morn- 
ing to  Neic-London,  to  know  what  is  further  turned  up. 
If  any  thing  comes  to  hand  worth  noting,  shall  advise  your 
Honour.  I  had  but  one  more  cask  of  powder  in  my  hands, 
and  part  was  wanted  for  Captain  Lyon's  Company;  and  as 
to  Town  stock,  is  all,  but  about  sixty  pounds,  delivered 
out,  chiefly  on  the  Colony  account,  to  the  marching  troops. 
1  find  this  morning  that  there  are  about  six  hundred  pounds 
of  powder  stored  with  Christopher  Leffingwell,  Esq.,  be- 
longing to  Rhode-Island  Colony;  have  applied  to  him  to 
lend  some.  He  says  that  it  is  only  left  with  him  to  forward, 
and  hath  no  right  to  lend  it.  From  your  Honour's  humble 
servant,  , 

Jabez  Huntington. 

P.  S.  I  received  a  letter  some  days  ago  from  Colonel 
Hu7itington,  complaining  that  there  was  a  necessity  of  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sick,  beyond  what  is  done  or  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Continental  provision. 


colonel   HUNTINGTON  TO   GOVEKNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Nor-A-ich,  August  31,  177:), 

Honoured  Sir:  Since  1  wrote  in  the  morning,  nothing 
material  has  come  to  hand  relative  to  the  enemy  at  Sto- 
nington, but  a  letter  from  Colonel  Saltonstall,  giving  an 
account  of  what  happened  yesterday,  a  copy  of  which  I 
have  enclosed.      Remain  your  humble  servant, 

Jabez  Huntington. 

P.  S.  This  moment  am  Informed,  and  I  suppose  I  may 
depend  upon  it,  that  the  enemy  took  three  vessels,  and 
have  done  but  little  damage  to  buildings. 


COL.   G.    SALTONSTALL  TO    COL.   JABEZ    HUNTINGTON. 

New-Loudon,  August  31,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  yesterday,  with  the  two  barrels  of 
powder,  came  to  hand  two  o'clock  this  morning;  and  it  is  in 
my  store,  and  shall  be  improved  in  the  best  manner  for  the 
publick.  Your  favour  of  this  day  is  before  me;  the  ships 
iiave  not  fired,  as  I  can  learn,  since  about  five  o'clock  last 
evening.  The  last  account  I  can  get  of  the  beginning  of 
the  hostilities  is.  that  two  packets  employed  by  Rhode- 
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Island  to  land  two  hundred  men  at  Block-hlamI,  (rom  Sto- 
nington,  after  much  hazard  from  tlie  men  of  war  and  trans- 
ports round  Btock-LlanJ,  landed  their  men  there,  and 
pushed  back  (ov  Stoningion,  being  pursued  by  two  tenders 
into  harbour;  tiien  tiie  tenders  took  two  vessels  lying  at 
anchor,  and  went  to  the  wharf  to  take  more  vessels,  and 
after  prohibition  from  so  doing,  and  threats  no  doubt  on 
both  sides,  they  persisted  in  their  robbery;  and  then,  it 
appears  probable  to  me,  the  Amtricans  fired,  and  killed 
some  men-of-war's  crew.  The  tenders  then  fired  a  few 
shot,  and  put  out ;  met  Captain  Wallace,  in  the  Rose,  off 
IVatch- Hill ;  they  returned  with  him  into  iStonington  har- 
bour, and  fired  ujion  the  houses.  A  flag  was  sent  on  board 
(Callace,  about  noon,  to  know  why  they  fired  on  them;  he 
showed  the  flag  four  dead  men  of  his  ship's  crew,  and  one 
with  iiis  iiand  shot  off,  and  said  he  was  on  tiie  defensive, 
and  would  blow  the  Town  down;  and  as  soon  as  the  flag 
returned  he  renewed  the  cannonading  with  the  utmost 
vigour.  We  had  one  man  mortally  wounded  in  the  neck, 
and  one  other  slightly  wounded.  The  country  are  gone 
from  the  northward  to  their  assistance.  Major  Latimer's 
detachment  of  two  hundred  men  arrived  there  early  in  the 
evening.  At  eleven  o'clock  last  night,  Thomas  Mumford, 
Esq.,  left  the  ships  in  Stonington  harbour  ;  am  told,  whilst 
he  was  there  writing  a  letter,  a  cannon  ball  passed  through 
the  room  be  sat  in.  I  have  not  seen  him.  The  trans- 
jiorts,  it  is  apprehended,  will  not  be  able  to  take  Block- 
Island  stock  ;  expect  tiiey  will  try  Montreal  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood. General  fVoostcr  is  there,  and  the  Committee 
oi  Suffolk — who  were  notified  by  express  from  hence  last 
Friday  of  the  advice  Governour  Trumbull  communicated 
to  us  from  General  Washington — therefore  they  will  no 
doubt  be  ready  to  receive  them.  The  stock  is  said  to  be 
oti"  Gardiner's  and  Plumb  Islands ;  sujjpose  it  is  so.  Our 
stock  of  powder  and  ball  is  all  delivered  out ;  how  it  is  at 
Grolon,  don't  know  ;  but  as  the  messenger  from  Stoning- 
ton to  us  yesterday  was  after  powder,  presume  Groton 
could  not  supply  it. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

G.  Sai.tonstai.l. 
To  Colonel  Jabez  Huntington,  Esq. 


C:OI,ONEL   G.    SALTONSTALL  TO   GOVEKNOUR   TRUMBfLT,. 
Now.London,  August  31,  1775,  6  o'clock,  F.  M. 

Honourable  Sir:  Major  Latimer's  detachment  leached 
Stonington  harbour  last  evening  about  sunset,  and  by  that 
time  there  were  eight  hundred  men  under  arms  ;  the  can- 
nonading ceased  about  five  o'clock  yesterday.  The  enemy 
had  four  men  killed,  and  one  lost  a  hand— of  the  Colony's 
Troops,  two  wounded;  one  of  which  said  mortally.  This 
morning,  about  nine  o'clock,  the  Rose,  Captain  Wallace, 
three  tenders,  and  four  small  jirizes,  stood  out  of  the  har- 
bour, and  came  to  under  northwest  part  of  Fisher's  Island, 
and  are  probably  now  there.  At  two  o'clock  last  night 
received  from  Colonel  Huntington  two  barrels  of  jjow- 
der ;  it  is  now  in  my  store,  and  shall  be  husbanded  in  the 
best  manner  for  the  publick.  It  is  uncertain  who  gave  the 
first  fire  at  Stonington ;  it  is  most  probable  to  me,  that  on 
the  cutter's  taking  prizes  in  the  road,  and  going  to  take 
more  at  the  wharf,  high  words  arose,  and  they  persisting, 
imagine  our  Troojis  fired  and  killed  the  above  men,  as  the 
cutter  immediately  after  probably  fired  on  the  Town,  and 
then  pushed  out  to  the  Hose,  without  Watch-Hill;  and  on 
giving  her  an  account  of  the  matter,  they  all  stood  in  to 
the  harbour,  and  cannonaded  violently.  About  twelve 
o'clock  a  flag  went  on  board,  to  know  why  he  fired  on 
them;  and  his  reply  was,  that  he  was  on  the  defensive,  for 
they  had  fired  on  his  boats,  and  showed  the  dead  men  then 
on  his  deck,  and  the  wounded  man.  As  soon  as  the  flag 
returned,  cannonading  was  renewed.  This  is  the  best 
account  I  can  collect,  but  it  is  hard  to  come  at  the  truth  ; 
therefore,  must  conjecture  as  circumstances  appear.  Major 
Latimer  asks  me  when  to  call  back  his  Troops,  and  ad- 
vised him  to  do  it  to-morrow,  if  the  ships  don't  appear  off 
Stonington  in  the  morning  ;  and  it  is  not  probable  they 
will,  and  don't  expect  they  will  come  into  this  port;  how- 
ever, shall  keep  a  good  lookout.  Your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  „    „ 

G.  Salto.nstall. 
Governour  Trumbull. 


COLONEL   G.   SALTONSTALL  TO   GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 
New-London,  August  31,  1775,  K  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Honourable  Sir:  1  am  this  moment  favoured  with 
your  letter  of  this  day,  by  Mr.  George  Grisu-old,  and  ac- 
knowledge your  Honour's  favour  relative  to  the  powder. 
At  six  o'clock  this  evening  wrote  your  Honour  every  thing 
1  could  learn  touching  the  Stonington  attack,  which  you 
will  have  by  Mr.  Bushnell,  by  whom  I  intend  to  send  this, 
if  he  is  not  gone.  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  what  I 
wrote  (by  Mr.  Griswold)  the  Committee  of  Lyme,  and 
hope  it  will  meet  your  approbation  ;  and  am,  with  the 
utmost  regard,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

G.  Saltonstall. 
Governour  Iruinbull. 

P.  S.  Colonel  Huntington's  express  for  intelligence 
came  in  at  noon.  I  gave  him  the  substance  of  what  you  will 
find  in  mine  of  six  o'clock.  I  heartily  congratulate  you 
on  the  account  of  the  ground  gained  by  the  American 
Army  at  I'loughcd-Ilill,  and  am  fully  persuaded  General 
Gage  will  not  hazard  a  general  battle  to  dispossess  the  Con- 
tinental Troops. 

COLONEL  G.  SALTONSTALL  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  LYME, 
CONNECTICUT. 
N,.w.London,  August  1)1,  1775,  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Gentlemen  :  This  morning  I  am  honoured  with  Govern- 
our Trumbull' s  letter  of  this  date,  relative  to  an  application 
you  made  to  him,  desiring  that  one  or  two  Comj)anies  of 
the  Troops  stationed  here  be  removed,  for  the  purpose  of 
guarding  the  coast  at  Lyme  ;  and  observes,  '•  that  the  pre- 
sent aspect  of  the  affair  doth  not  admit  a  compliance  ;  those 
Companies  will  he  employed  in  the  best  manner  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  whole  coast ;"  and  adds,  "  possibly,  if  the  Cap- 
tains Daniel  Marvin,  Jns.  Huntly,  and  George  Chadwick, 
were  ordered  to  set  and  keep  a  watch  of  a  suitable  number 
of  men  each,  it  is  all  that  can  be  beneficially  done  till 
further  danger  appear,  and  is  noticed,  and  that  you  give 
them  orders  accordingly,"  and  leaves  the  matter  to  my 
discretion.  The  Towns  of  iScw-London,  Groton,  and 
Noripich,  have,  by  their  civil  authoriiy  and  Selectmen, 
appointed  watches  in  their  several  Towns,  and  the  law 
appears  to  me  to  have  made  most  ample  provision  in  the 
case  ;  and  should  the  three  Companies  aforesaid  be  ordered 
to  watch  and  ward,  would  they  not  think  hard  for  them  to 
do  the  whole  duty  in  the  case  for  the  Town  ?  nor  would  it 
be  possible  for  me  to  know  wliai  number  of  men  would  be 
proper,  or  where  to  station  them.  And  since  the  law  has 
made  such  ample  provision,  and  the  authorities  in  Lyme  so 
much  better  able  to  conduct  the  affair  than  I  am,  make  no 
doubt  they  will  instantly.  However,  if  you  think  my  assist- 
ance will  be  advantageous,  shall  be  glad  to  confer  with 
any  proper  persons  of  your  Town  on  the  subject. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 
rr^     ,      ^,         .  .  ,  G.  Saltonstall. 

To  the  Committee  oi  Lyme. 


Camliridso,  Au!;ust  31,    1775. 

The  enemies  to  liberty  and  America,  headed  by  Gen. 
Gage,  lately  gave  a  notable  specimen  of  their  hatred  to 
the  very  name  of  liberty.  A  party  of  them,  of  whom  one 
Job  Williams  was  the  ringleader,  a  few  days  since  repaired 
to  a  tree,  at  the  south  end  of  Boston,  known  by  the  name 
of  LibcrtyTree,  and,  armed  with  axes,  SiC,  made  a  furious 
attack  upon  it ;  with  malice  diabolical  they  cut  down  a  tree, 
because  it  bore  the  nanie  of  lilierty.  But  be  it  known  to 
this  infamous  band  of  traitors,  that  the  Grand  American 
Tree  of  Liberty,  planted  in  the  centre  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies of  North  America,  now  flourishes  with  unrivalled,  in- 
creasing beauty,  and  bids  fair,  in  a  short  time,  to  aflbrd 
under  its  wide-spreading  branches  a  safe  and  happy  retreat 
for  all  the  sons  of  liberty,  however  numerous  and  dispersed. 


EXTRACT    OE   A   LETTER  FROM    PROSPECT-HlLL,   DATED 
AKiUST  31,    1775. 

Last  Saturday  evening  a  party  of  one  thousand  men, 
attended  by  a  picket  guard  of  two  thousand  Provincials 
and  four  hundred  Riflemen,  were  ordered  to  throw  up  an 
inlienchment  on  the  Ploughed- Hill,  which  lies  on  L'hnrles- 
tuwn  \cck,  about  half  a  mile  from  Bunker's  Hill.     Tliev 
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had  their  works  considerably  advanced  before  dawn,  at 
which  time  they  expected  to  be  attacked  ;  but  the  Regu- 
lars observed  a  profound  silence  till  about  ten  o'clock,  when 
they  began  a  very  heavy  cannonade  on  our  men  on  the 
hill,  which  continued  pretty  constantly  ihe  whole  day.  An 
Adjutant  and  a  private  soldier  of  the  31as!!iichusc(ts  men 
had  their  heads  siiot  ofl";  and  one  volunteer,  in  the  RiHe 
Battalion,  of  the  name  of  .SV/h^moh,  received  a  wound  in  his 
leg,  of  which  he  is  since  dead. 

They  remained  quiet  all  Sunday  night,  but  on  Munday 
morning  we  were  alarmed  by  a  signal  from  Chelsea,  and 
presently  perceived  that  the  enemy  were  drawn  up  and  in 
motion  on  the  side  o(  Bunker's  Hill  facing  that  way.  It 
was  inmiediately  conjectured  that  they  intended  to  attack 
us  at  high  water,  and  in  a  short  lime  five  or  six  thousand  of 
our  men  were  marched  to  the  inlrenchments  on  Ploughcd- 
Hill  and  on  the  Cliarleslown  road.  We  there  waited  till  near 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  whilst  the  most  awful  silence 
was  observed  by  both  sides,  until  some  of  our  men,  strag- 
gling along  the  walls,  fired  upon  the  Regular  sentries,  which 
brougiit  on  several  shots  from  the  Hoating  hatteries,  with 
the  loss  of  one  of  the  Z/ny  soldiers.  Since  that  time  they 
have  thrown  between  twenty  and  thirty  bombs,  and  a  vast 
number  of  cannon-balls,  but  without  doing  any  injury  to 
our  people.  Unless  very  large  re-enforcements  soon  arrive, 
there  will  not  be  another  engagement  this  year,  as  we  have 
so  vastly  the  superiority  in  point  of  numbers.  At  present 
they  lie  tolerably  still,  except  disturbing  us  at  night  with 
their  bombs. 


PR0CEE1)IN-GS     OF    COMMISSIONERS     APPOINTED    TO    TREAT 
WITH   THE   SIX  NATIONS  OF    INDIANS. 

Gerinau  Flats,  Tuesday,  August  15,  177.'.. 

At  a  meeting  with  the  Sachems  and  Warriours  of  the 
Six  Nations,  at  this  place,  present:  Volkert  F.  Douw,  Esq., 
Turbutt  Francis,  Esquire,  Commissioners.     The  following 
Speech  was  delivered  by  Colonel  Francis: 
"Brethren  of  the  Six  Nations,  «</cwf?  / 

"  We  acquainted  you  yesterday  from  whence  we  came, 
and  by  whose  authority,  namely,  by  the  authority  of  the 
Twelve  United  Colonies,  duelling  upon  this  Island  o(  Ame- 
rica. We  acquainted  you  that  we  were  two  persons  of 
five,  appointed  by  the  Twelve  United  Colonics  now  met  in 
council  at  Philadelphia,  to  invite  you  down  to  Albany, 
where  you  may  expect  to  meet  our  other  three  brethren 
appointed  to  act  in  conjunction  with  us.  When  we  meet 
you,  our  brethren  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  your  allies,  at 
Albany,  we  will  rekindle  the  council  fire  which  our  ances- 
tors and  yours  formerly  kindled  up  at  that  place,  and  there 
sit  down  and  converse  together  upon  the  present  situation 
of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  and  disclose  to  you  their 
minds  thereon.  We  have  important  matters  to  communi- 
cate to  you,  our  brethren  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  your  allies, 
which  cannot  be  disclosed  until  the  council  fire  be  kindled 
up  at  Albany,  and  we  are  in  full  assembly. 

Brethren:  We  observe  that  many  of  our  lirethren  of 
the  Six  Natio7is  are  not  here  present ;  and  as  it  is  the  wish 
of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies  that  there  may  be  a  general 
meeting  of  their  brethren  of  the  Six  Nations,  we,  their 
Deputies,  in  their  names,  beg  you  will  send  to  all  these 
absent  brethren  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  invite  them  to  come 
down  and  sit  at  the  council  fire  at  Albany,  that  they  may 
hear  from  us  the  sentiments  of  their  brethren  of  the  Twelve 
United  Colonies. 

"Brethren:  We  now  inform  you  that  your  brethren  of 
the  Twelve  United  Colonies  have  sent  you  and  your  allies 
a  token  of  their  love  and  friendship,  which  is  now  at  Al- 
bany, and  which  we  shall  deliver  to  you  at  that  place. — 
(A  string.) 

"Brethren:  As  our  friends  and  your  allies  the  Caughna- 
wngas,  and  the  seven  Towns  upon  the  River  St.  Lawrence, 
live  at  a  great  distance,  and  have  not  yet  had  an  invitation 
to  come  down  to  the  council  fire  which  we,  the  Deputies 
of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  will  kindle  at  Albany,  we 
beg  your  assistance  in  forwarding  an  invitation  to  them,  and 
wish  you  would  inmiediately  appoint  four  or  six  of  your 
most  active  and  sensible  men,  who  may  be  relied  on,  to 
transact  t!ie  great  and  important  business  which  they  will 
have  in  hand. — {A  belt.) 

"Brethren  :   As  many  mischievous  and  ill-disposed  per- 


sons may  attempt  to  raise  up  in  your  minds  sentiments  that 
are  unfriendly  to  your  brethren  of  the  Twelve  United  Co- 
lonies, we  beg  you  will  shut  your  cars  and  fortify  your 
minds  against  any  such  evil  and  false  reports ;  and  if  such 
liars  and  deceivers  should  appear  among  you,  and  attempt 
to  poison  your  minds,  be  assured  they  are  as  much  your 
enemies  as  the  enemies  of  your  brethren  of  the  Twelve 
United  Colonies,  as  their  only  view  can  be  to  break  that 
chain  that  has  long  bound  you  and  your  brethren  of  the 
Twelve  United  Colonies  together,  and  which  is  now  going 
to  be  made  stronger  at  Albany." — (A  belt.) 

To  this,  Kanaghquaesa,  an  Oneida  Sachem,  replied  : 
"Brother  Solihoanv  and  our  Albany  Brother,  Commis- 
sioners from  the  Twelve  United  Colonies: 

"  You  have  now  opened  your  minds.  We  have  heard 
your  voices.  Your  speeches  are  far  from  being  contempti- 
ble. But  as  the  day  is  far  s|)ent,  we  defer  a  reply  till  to- 
morrow. As  we  are  weary  from  having  sat  long  in  council, 
we  think  it  time  for  a  little  drink  ;  and  you  must  remember 
that  Twelve  Colonics  are  a  great  body." 

German  Flats,  Wednesday,  August  16,  1775. 

The  Council  having  again  assembled,  Tiahogivando,  an 
Onondaga  Sachem,  addressed  himself  as  follows: 
"Brother  Solihoany  and  our  Albany  Brother,  attend : 

"  We  are  now  assembled  at  the  German  Flats,  at  which 
place  you  kindled  up  a  council  fire,  and  yesterday  called  us 
together  and  acquainted  us  from  whence  you  came,  and  by 
whose  authority,  namely,  by  that  of  the  Twelve  United 
Colonies  ;  and  you  opened  your  business  to  us. 

"Brothers,  now  attend :  Through  the  mercy  oiGod  we 
are  brought  to  this  day,  and  the  Six  Nations  are  now  in 
full  assembly  at  this  place,  where  we  smoke  a  pipe  in 
friendship  and  in  love.  We  are  glad  to  hear  your  voices. 
You  are  come,  in  the  name  of  the  Twelve  United  Colo- 
nies, to  invite  us  down  to  Albany  to  a  council  fire  of  peace. 
You  desire  we  all  attend,  with  our  confederates,  as  you  say 
the  council  fire  that  is  to  be  kindled  up  al  Albany  is  of  much 
importance. 

"Brothers:  We  thank  you  for  this  invitation;  it  meets 
our  entire  approbation.  Here  we  are  of  every  Tribe  of  the 
Six  Nations.     It  shall  be  done  as  you  have  said. 

"Brothers:  You  have  desired  that  all  our  confederates 
should  receive  this  invitation.  This  cannot  be  done  short 
of  one  year,  as  we  extend  very  far,  and  could  not  possibly 
call  the  extremities  of  our  confederacy  to  this  intended 
meeting.  Btit  possess  your  minds  in  peace.  When  this 
Congress  is  over,  and  the  council  fire  is  raked  up,  we  shall 
acquaint  all  our  allies  with  what  has  passed.  Brothers,  this 
is  the  answer  of  all  the  Six  Nations,  who  are  now  here 
represented  from  every  Tribe. 

"Brothers,  attend:  Yesterday  you  said  you  were  sensible 
our  confederacy  extended  to  Caughnaicaga,  and  the  seven 
Tribes  upon  the  River  .SV.  Lawrence ;  that  it  would  be  very 
agreeable  for  your  brothers  from  that  quarter  to  attend  this 
great  council  fire,  to  be  kindled  up  at  Albany  by  order  of 
the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  and  that  it  was  the  desire  of 
your  brethren  of  all  those  Provinces  that  they  should  attend 
together  with  us. 

"Brothers  :  You  therefore  desired  our  assistance  to  for- 
ward this,  yom-  belt  of  invitation,  to  the  Canghnaiuagus,  and 
the  seven  Tribes  in  that  quarter.  Brothers,  possess  your 
minds  in  peace.  We,  the  Six  Nations,  are  put  to  difficulty 
to  grant  this  request.  We  are  very  much  embarrassed  for 
this  reason  :  the  man  is  now  there  who  will  vex  your 
minds,  and  nc.er  consent  to  their  coming  down,  and  will 
draw  hard  upon  their  minds  another  way.  Brothers,  pos- 
sess yourselves  in  peace.  We  of  the  Six  Nations  have 
the  minds  of  the  Caughnaioagas,  and  the  seven  Tribes  in 
that  quarter,  at  our  central  council  house.  When  this  took 
place,  they  addressed  us  of  the  Six  Nations  in  the  following 
manner:  'Yon  are  better  capable  of  maintaining  peace 
than  we  are;  therefore,  we  deliver  up  our  minds  to  you.' 
For  these  reasons  we  advise  you  to  reconsider  your  peti- 
tion to  us,  seeing  we  are  so  embarrassed  we  cannot  grant  it. 
Perhaps  you  will  say  to  us,  when  your  intended  council 
fire  shall  be  over:  Brothers,  do  you  of  the  Six  Nations  ac- 
quaint all  your  confederates  and  allies  of  what  has  passed 
at  this  council  fire  of  peace.  And  this  we  shall  do  with 
gieat  care  and  exactness.      Now,  brotliers,  you  see  we  are 
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embarrassed,  and  tlierufore  give  you  this  advice."— (^e/< 
returned.) 

To  this  Colonel  Francis  answered  : 

"Brethren  of  the  Six  Nations  :  It  gives  us  a  great  deal 
of  uneasiness  to  find  you  cannot  at  present  convey  this  belt 
to  our  friends  in  Canada.  We  have  heard  your  reasons, 
and  are  sorry  to  find  that  one  of  our  blood  is  already  there, 
endeavouring  to  draw  their  minds  from  us,  when  we  mean 
nothing  but  peace  towards  them.  As  there  are  a  great 
many  Englishmen  in  Canada,  we  know  not  who  you  mean  ; 
we  shall  therefore  be  glad  to  have  the  particular  man  pointed 
out." 

To  which  Abraham,  a  Mohatvk  Sachem,  replied  : 

"Brothers:  We  lake  it  for  granted  that  you  all  know 
the  very  man  we  mean,  as  we  said  he  was  of  your  blooil. 
We  see  no  necessity  for  pointing  iiim  out  more  explicitly." 

Tiahogivando,  the  Onondaga  Sachem,  then  spoke  again: 
"Brother  Solihoa.nv  and  our  Alisany  Brother: 

"  We  take  it  for  granted  you  have  called  us  to  a  council 
of  peace  and  entire  friendship,  and  you  have  taken  us  by 
the  hand.  As  there  are  men  of  different  minds,  and  some 
may  be  illy  disposed,  we  desire  you  will  admonish  your  own 
people,  that  they  offer  us  no  abuse  in  our  way  down  to  your 
council  fire  of  peace.  If  this  caution  should  be  neglected, 
some  misfortune  might  happen,  as  all  peo|)le  do  not  meet 
so  nmch  like  brothers  as  formerly,  on  account  of  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  affairs. 

"It  would  be  unhappy  if  our  comicil  fire  should  be  crushed 
by  any  mischief-makers.  We  have  given  you  this  caution, 
that  while  we  are  marching  along  in  peace  and  quietness 
we  might  not  be  alarmed  by  a  blow  struck  in  our  rear.  We 
therefore  desire  you  would  begin,  even  at  this  council  fire, 
to  publish  your  admonitions  to  unwise  and  ungovernable 
peojile.  By  this  belt  we  declare  to  you,  our  brothers,  that 
ihe  road  is  as  open  for  passing  and  repassing,  and  free  irom 
all  embarrassments,  through  the  Six  Nations,  as  it  has  been 
for  a  long  time.  Therefore  we  desire  that  we  may  have 
the  same  open  road  down  to  yoiu'  intended  council  fire  at 
Albani/.^' 

To  whicli  Col.  Francis  made  the  following  answer: 

"Brethren  of  the  Six  Nations  :  By  this  belt  you  desire 
that  we  may  clear  the  road  to  Albany,  that  none  of  our 
people  may  injure  you.  The  road  shall  be  as  clear  for 
you  to  go  to  Albany,  as  it  is  for  us  to  go  to  the  country  of 
the  Sir  Nations.  The  Twelve  United  Colonies  have  given 
us  great  power  over  the  white  people.  We  will  appoint 
white  men,  who  s[)eak  your  language  anil  love  your  nations, 
to  see  you  safe  down  to  Albany,  and  to  |)rovide  provisions 
for  you  on  the  way.  We  shall  set  out  fi)r  Albany  to-mor- 
row morning,  to  jirepare  matters  for  kiinlling  up  the  great 
council  fire  there." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  for  transacting  //(- 
^/f»rt  affairs  in  the  Northern  De|)artnient,  held  at  vl/inHi/ 
on  Wednesday,  August  '2.3,  177.5,  present:  Gen.  Schuyler, 
Colonel  Francis,  ^Xr.Douw. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions be  invited  to  receive  our  congratulations  on  their  safe 
arrival  here.  That  it  be  at  five  o'clock  this  afternoon.  That 
the  Committee  of  the  City  of  Albany,  and  the  ])rincipal 
gentlemen  of  the  place,  be  requested  to  accompany  the 
Commissioners,  and  that  the  following  Letter  be  wrote  for 
that  purpose  to  the  Chaiiinan  of  the  Committee: 

Albany,  Aiifjiist  23,  1775. 

(iK.NTi.r.MKN;  Your  generous  exertions  to  support  the 
American  cause  against  the  nelarious  schemes  of  a  wicked 
and  profligate  Ministry:  the  propriety  with  which  you  have 
conducted  those  Indian  allaiis  that  have  become  the  sub- 
ject of  your  consideration  ;  a  consciousness  that  without 
your  aid,  and  that  of  gentlemen  of  the  Town  conversant  in 
these  matters,  the  im|)ortant  business  of  the  ensuing  con- 
ference cannot  be  so  properly  conducted  as  our  zeal  for 
the  service  makes  us  wish,  are  so  many  motives  which 
point  out  to  us  the  necessity  of  calling  on  you,  and  on  those 
gentlemen,  for  your  aid  and  advice,  which  we  entreat  you 
will  give  us  without  reserve  ;  and  be  assured  thai  it  will  be 
attended  to  with  all  that  deference  that  is  due  to  your  re- 
spectable body  and  to  their  good  judgment.  We  propose 
to  pay  a  visit  this  afternoon,  at  five  o'clock,  to  the  Indians. 
We  beg  the  favour  of  the  Committee  to  honour  us  with 
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their  company,  as  so  respectable  a  body  will  greatly  add 
to  the  complimentary  visit  we  mean  to  pay  them.  We 
shall  go  from  Cartwright's,  and  shall  take  it  as  a  favour  if 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Town,  who  are  not  of  the  Committee, 
would  be  pleased  to  go  with  us. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  most  hum- 
ble servants.  Ph.  Schuyler, 

VOLKERT  P.  DoUW, 

Tlbbltt  Francis. 

To  which  till'  Committee  returned  the  following  Answer: 

"  Gkntlemkn  :   Your  polite  invitation  for  us  to  join  in 

paying  a  compliiuentary  visit  to  the  Indians  this  afternoon, 

at  five  o'clock,  we  accept  of,  and  shall   for  that  pur[)oso 

attend  at  Carticright's,  at  the  hour  appointed. 

"  We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants.  By 
order  of  the  Committee: 

"  Abraham  Yates,  Jus.,  Chairman." 

The  Sachems  and  Warriours  of  the  Six  Nations  being 
assembled,  the  Comtnissioners,  attended  by  the  Committee 
and  principal  gentlemen  of  the  City  of  Albany,  met  tliem, 
and  addressed  them  as  follows: 

"Brethren  of  the  Six  Nations  :  We,  the  Deputies  ap- 
pointed bv  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  the  descendants 
of  (-lucder,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  City  o( Albany,  con- 
gratulate you  on  your  arrival  here.  They  are  glad  to 
see  you  well,  and  thank  the  great  God  that  he  suffers  us 
to  meet  in  love  and  friendship.  We  now  invite  you  to  take 
a  drink,  and  smoke  a  pipe  with  us;  and  we  pro[)ose,  if  you 
are  ready,  to  proceed  to  business  the  day  after  to-morrow." 
— {A  string.) 

To  which  Kanaghguaesa  replied  : 

"  That  they  were  glad  to  see  us  ;  that  they  llianked  God 
that  we  met  in  love  and  friendship  ;  and  that  they  would 
cheerfully  lake  a  drink,  and  smoke  a  pipe  with  us,  and 
would  be  ready  to  proceed  to  business  on  the  day  which 
we  were  pleased  to  appoint  for  that  purpose." 

Tluirsday  Evening,  Augnsl  24,  177r>. 

A  deputation  of  Sachems  from  the  Six  Nations  liaving 
desired  a  conference  with  the  Commissioners,  they  were 
accordingly  met  at  Caitwright^sTavern  by  General  Schuy- 
ler, Colonel  Francis,  Colonel  H'olcott,  and  Mr.  Dome. 

When  Senghnagenrat,  an  Oneida  Sachem,  informed  the 
Commissioners  that  they  had  been  called  down  to  this  meet- 
ing, by  invitation  from  the  Committee  at  Albany,  previous 
to  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  by  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress  ;  they  thought  they  ought,  in  good 
maimers,  first  address  themselves  to  the  Committee  of  Al- 
bany, and  give  the  answers  to  the  questions  put  by  them 
to  ihat  body;  but  as  this  would  take  up  very  little  time, 
they  desired  they  might  proceed  to  business  with  the  Com- 
missioners immediately  after  they  had  spoke  to  the  Com- 
mittee at  Albany. 

To  this  the  Commissioners  rejilied,  that  they  were  pleased 
with  what  had  been  communicated  to  them,  and  that  it  was 
|ierfeclly  agreeable  to  them  that  the  Committee  of  .^/ioHy 
should  be  spoke  to,  previous  to  entering  upon  the  great 
business  upon  which  they  were  met. 

The  Commissioners  desired  they  would  appoint  one  of 
their  Sachems  as  a  speaker,  to  communicate  to  the  Six 
Nations  what  they  the  Commissioners  should  lay  before 
them  :  but  the  Indians  leaving  the  choice  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, they  fixed  upon  Abraham,  a  JSIdiawl:  Sachem,  for 
that  pur[iose,  which  the  Indians  said  was  agreeable  to 
them. 

The  Commissioners  informed  the  Sachems,  that  if  they 
had  no  objections,  they  would  provide  a  guard  to  encircle 
the  place  of  meeting,  to  keep  the  people  from  pressing  in 
upon  the  Council,  and  to  pi-e>ei\e  silence  and  good  oi'der. 
This  the  Saehenis  thought  right,  and  to  which  they  had 
no  objection. 

T/n/(o^'-U'«n(/o  concluded  the  conference  by  saying  that 
many  of  their  kettles,  axes,  and  hoes,  were  out  of  order, 
and  w^anted  mending,  and  that  they  hoped  the  Commis- 
sioners would  give  orders  to  have  them  rejiaired,  as  had 
always  been  the  case  heretofore. 

The  Commissioners  informed  them  that  every  thing  of 
that  kind  should  be  complied  with,  and  appointed  Mr.  Ge- 
rai-dus  Lansimr  and  Mr.  Bleeckcr  to  see  it  done. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  for  transacting  In- 
dian affairs  for  the  Northern  Department,  held  at  the  City 
of  Albany  on  Friday,  August  25,  1775,  present:  Gene- 
ral Schuyler,  Colonel  JVolcott,  Colonel  Francis,  and  Mr. 
Douw. 

The  following  Message  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
the  City  oi  Albany: 

•'  •'  Alliaiiy,  August  05.  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  are 
to  open  the  treaty  with  the  Sir  Nations  this  morning,  about 
eleven  o'clock,  at  the  Dutch  Church.  They  retjuest  the 
favour  of  your  attendance,  and  that  of  the  principal  gentle- 
men of  the  Town,  and  would  wish,  previous  to  the  meeting, 
to  be  honoured  with  your  company  at  Cariwrighi's. 
To  Abraham  Yates,  Jiin.,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Albany. 

The  Chairman  and  Conmiittee  attended,  agreeable  to 
invitation.  

Albany  Coiinnittee  Chauiber,  August  i5,  1775. 

The  Conunittee,  about  half  an  hour  after  ten,  received 
a  note  from  the  Commissioners  oC  Indian  Affairs,  which  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"The  Commissioners  o(  Indian  Affaiis  are  to  open  the 
treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  this  morning,  about  eleven 
o'clock,  at  the  Dutch  Church.  They  reijuest  the  favour 
of  your  attendance,  and  that  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of 
the  Town,  and  would  wish,  previous  to  the  meeting,  to  be 
honoured  with  your  company  at  Cartwright's.  By  order 
of  the  Commissioners.  ''  Te.nch  Tii.ghman.'' 

The  Committee  accordingly  immediately  repaired  to 
(Jartwrighi's,  when  the  Commissioners  infoiined  them  that 
the  Indians  said  they  came  down  here  in  consequence  of 
an  invitation  from  this  Committee,  and  that  they  chose  to 
speak  with  the  Committee  before  they  talked  with  the  Coin- 
missioners.  The  Committee  told  the  Commissioners  that 
this  was  a  surprise  to  them,  as  they  had  not  received  the 
least  intimation  of  such  their  design,  before  that  juncture, 
either  from  the  Indians  or  any  other  person  or  persons 
whatsoever;  however,  not  to  retard  the  publick  business, 
and  after  consultation  with  the  Commissioners,  (who  de- 
sired the  Committee  to  gratify  the  Indians  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  (^ueder,)  this  Committee  resolved  immediately 
to  hear  what  the  Indians  had  to  say;  and  that  it  might  be  the 
more  publick,  the  Committee  gave  them  notice  tliat  they 
would  be  ready  instantly,  and  would  meet  them  in  Youkcr's 
Street,  back  of  the  Dutch  Church  ;  appointed  a  Committee 
to  inform  the  Commissioners  of  this,  requesting  their  pre- 
sence at  the  meeting,  and  sent  the  bell-man  round  the  city, 
inviting  the  inhabitants  that  thought  proper  to  attend;  and 
also  a  Committee,  viz:  IValter  Livingston,  Jeremiah  Van 
Rensselaer,  and  Samuel  Stringer,  to  inquire  of  the  Com- 
missioners whetlier,  in  case  the  Indians'  talk  with  the  Com- 
mittee was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  require  an  answer,  they 
would  supply  them  with  proper  jiresents  for  the  Indians. 
The  Committee  reported  that  the  Commissioners  answered, 
that  they  must  first  see  how  the  Indians  behaved  in  their 
conference  and  speeches.  And  then  the  following  speech 
or  answer  to  the  invitation  was  delivered  by  the  Indians,  m 
the  presence  of  the  Commissioners  and  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  City. 

Scnghnagenrat,  one  of  the  Oneida  chiefs,  in  behalf  of 
the  Sir  Nations,  speaker: 

•'Brothers  of  \L,iiANY  :  We  beg  you  will  acquaint  us 
when  your  body  is  complete. 

''Brothers  of  Albany:  The  day  is  now  come  that  we 
have  arrived  in  consequence  of  your  invitation.  Wlien 
you  saw  four  of  the  Oneida  Nation,  you  said  you  was  glad 
to  see  them  at  your  council  chamber.  We  are  now  here 
in  consequeiv:e  thereof.  You  told  us  you  would  be  clad 
to  see  us  again,  that  you  rejoiced  to  see  them,  and  that  you 
would  open  the  ashes  and  rekindle  the  old  council  fire  at 
Albany.  We  are  glad  to  see  that  some  sparks  of  that  old 
council  fire  yet  remain.  We  rejoice  even  to  excess  to  find 
it  so. 

"Brothers,  attend  :  I  have  one  addition  to  make  to  what 
passed  between  four  of  the  Oneida  Nation  and  you,  when 
last  at  your  council  chamber.  AVhen  you  found,  from  our 
conference  with  your  brothers  at  the  German  Flats,  that 
our  sentiments  of  publick  affairs  so  much  coincided  with 


yours,  you  further  told  us  that  all  the  Governments  of  Ame- 
rica, on  the  sea-coasts,  were  anxious  to  know  whether  we 
were  disposed  to  peace;  and  that  you,  the  Twelve  United 
Colonies,  were  resolved  to  support  yoia-  civil  constitution 
and  liberties,  and  you  rejoiced  to  find  that  we  all  so  firmly 
resolved  to  maintain  peace. 

"Brothers  o/ Albany:  You  further  observed,  in  the  in- 
tercourse you  had  with  four  of  the  Oneida  Nation,  that  you 
greatly  rejoiced  at  the  conference  you  had  at  the  German 
Flats.  You  further  said  that  you  were  surprised  about  a 
letter  Guy  Johnson  had  received  from  the  chief  warriour, 
General  Gage,  about  removing  the  ministers  from  among 
us  ;  that  you  rejoiced  that  the  Indians  were  instructed  in 
the  Christian  religion,  and  that  the  ministers  that  were 
among  us  might  continue. 

"Brothers  of  Ai^basy,  attend  :  We  have  something  fur- 
ther yet  to  relate  of  your  speech.  You  desired,  at  the  in- 
tercourse you  had  with  the  four  messengers,  that  we  should 
acquaint  the  Siv  Nations  with  your  speech,  and  that  there- 
alter  three  or  four  of  each  nation  should  come  down.  You 
further  said  that  you  would  have  been  glad  to  have  attended 
at  the  council  fire  at  Guy  Johnson's,  to  hear  what  he  should 
say  to  the  Indians,  and  see  if  his  sentiments  and  yours 
should  coincide;  but  you  then  soon  heard  that  he  had  re- 
moved from  there  lo  Fort  Stamvir,  from  there  to  Oswego, 
that  you  despaired  of  hearing  any  thing  from  him,  and 
therefore  desired  us  that  we  would' lot  >ou  know  what  uas 
done  at  that  fire. 

"Brothers,  attend:  You  made  another  proposal  at  the 
intercourse  you  had  with  four  of  our  nation,  which  was  this: 
that  yon  had  heard  that  there  was  to  be  a  council  of  the 
whole  of  our  nation  at  the  German  Flats.  You  desired 
our  people  that  they  would  let  you  know  what  passed  be- 
tween us  and  them.  Our  Delegates,  in  our  names,  then 
told  you  that  it  would  he  more  agreeable  that  two  or  more 
of  your  members  should  attend,  and  hear  themselves  what 
passed  there.  This,  brethren,  is  the  substance  of  what 
passed  between  )  ou  and  the  four  of  the  Oneida  Nation. 

"Brothers  of  Albany,  attend:  We  are  now,  upon  this 
day,  going  through  with  what  passed  between  some  of  your 
members  and  us,  when  the  conference  ended  at  the  German 
Flats.  You  said,  brothers,  let  us  both  endeavour  to  keep 
peace,  that  we  may  continue  to  enjoy  its  blessings.  We 
desire  not  that  you  should  trouble  yourselves  in  the  least 
with  these  disputes  between  us  and  those  over  the  great 
waters;  only  exert  yourselves  in  maintaining  the  covenant 
that  was  made  between  your  and  our  forefathers  at  this 
place  of  our  council  fire.  Your  Delegates  told  us  at  the 
German  Flats,  that  although  you  should  be  drove  back 
from  the  sea-coasts  by  your  enemies,  yet  you  would  not  ask 
our  aid. 

"Brothers  of  Albany,  further  attend:  Two  things  more 
you  delivered  at  the  German  Flats;  the  first  was  this  :  that 
we,  the  Oneida  Nation,  should  give  a  kind  ear  to  your 
speech.  You  there  produced  two  ancient  belts  of  wampum, 
one  of  twenty  rows,  which  was  the  old  covenant  between 
the  whole  Oneida  Nation  and  (^ueder  Gorah;  another  that 
was  given  by  the  Six  Nations,  by  the  the  Indian  called  Kay- 
inguaraghtoh,  of  the  Senica  Nation.  You  also  said  that 
these  belts  should  again  be  produced,  for  the  inspection  of 
the  whole  Six  Nations,  at  the  intended  council  fire  to  be 
rekindled  at  Albany. 

"Brothers  o/ Albany  :  We  have  now  finished  the  prin- 
cipal subjects  that  passed  between  you  and  us  ;  the  Oneida 
Nation,  and  we,  all  of  us,  the  Six  Nations,  are  here  now 
present  to  hear  what  has  passed,  and  to  prevent  any  false 
reports  that  may  be  propagated  by  news-carriers. 

"Brothers  q/'  Albany,  now  attend  :  You,  also,  the  Com- 
missioners who  are  here  present,  lend  your  cars,  and  hear 
our  voices  : 

'•■  You,  our  bi'others  of  yl/i?/f(»)/,  have  desired  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Six  Nations.  We,  the  Siv  Nations,  and  our 
allies,  which  extend  to  Detroit,  Ohio,  and  Caiighnaivaga, 
upon  our  first  hearing  the  bad  news  that  circulated  along 
the  eastern  shore  of  this  island,  assembled  and  resolved  upon 
a  union  amongst  us  Indians,  and  to  maintain  peace  ;  and 
we  rejoice  that  nothing  more  has  been  asked  of  us.  There 
is  nothing  different  in  our  minds  than  what  we  have  now 
told.  We  shan't  take  notice  of  any  hostile  propositions 
that  may  be  made  to  us,  for  we  bear  an  equal  proportion 
of  love  to  you,  and  the  others  over  the  great  waters,  in  the 
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present  dispute  ;  and  we  sliall  remain  at  peace  and  smoke 
our  pipes,  and  the  ^ix  Motions  will  always  keep  the  path 
open  ;  and  we  call  Cod  to  witness  to  the  truth  of  what  we 
now  say,  and  it  proceeds  from  our  hearts. — {A  belt  of  tight 
rotvs.) 

"  Brothers  o/' Ai.banv  nou'  attend,  and  incline  your  ears 
to  what  ive  have  now  to  say  : 

"  We,  the  ^ix  iS'ations,  have  heard  the  voire  of  a  bird 
called  Tskkleli,  a  news-carrief,  that  came  among  us.  It 
has  told  us  that  the  path  at  the  western  communication, 
by  Fori  Stanwii,  would  be  shut  up  either  by  the  one  party 
or  the  other.  Brothers,  let  it  not  be,  and  let  the  communi- 
cation be  open,  for  jjassing  and  repassing,  and  let  not  our 
country  be  stained  with  blood  ;  and  be  always  compassion- 
ate to  the  old  women,  and  let  the  young  ones  grow  up  and 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace.  Urothers,  let  not  that  pas- 
sage be  shut  up  by  you,  but  confine  yourselves  to  the  dis- 
pute to  the  eastward,  for  this  western  communication  lies 
near  our  council  fire,  and  the  consequences  might  be  fatal. 
Indeed,  brothers,  your  language  and  Colonel  Guy  Johnsons 
coincides,  in  some  things,  with  one  another,  and  the  party 
that  applies  to  us  to  shut  up  that  passage  we  will  look 
upon  as  deceivers  and  transgressors;  and  we  despise  a 
double  dealer  from  our  hearts,  and  whom  we  look  upon 
God  Almighty  will  hereafter  punish  as  such.  And  we  hope 
that  when  you  give  your  answer,  you  will  speak  from  tiie 
integrity  of  your  hearts,  as  we  now  have  done. — {A  belt  of 
fifteen  rows.) 

"■Brothers  of  \im\s\,  nticnd:  The  Vive  Nations  just  now 
said  they  would  open  their  minds  in  full  to  you  ;  they  would 
tell  you  every  thing  ihey  brought  with  them.  This  belt 
respects  the  letter  Guy  Johnson  received  from  Gen.  Gage, 
concerning  the  removal  of  the  ministers  from  among  us. 
Our  father,  the  minister  who  stands  here,  we  love  ;  we  love 
him  exceedingly.  Perhaps,  in  a  little  time,  he  may  be 
wrested  from  us,  carried  off  like  a  prisoner.  Our  hearts 
tremble  for  him  ;  we  tremble  greatly.  He  has  been  threat- 
ened, and  should  he  be  taken,  it  might  overthrow  the  whole 
Five  Nations.  Oiu-  brothers,  the  white  people,  would  per- 
haps say  that  the  Oneida  Nation  had  delivered  up  their 
minister,  and  that  the  Six  Nations  did  not  regard  their  mis- 
sionaries. But  truly  we  regard  our  lather  the  minister,  and 
missionaries ;  therefore  we  propose  to  your  consideration 
whether  it  be  not  wise  that  the  missionaries  retire  for  a  little 
while,  particularly  our  father  the  minister,  Mr.  Kirliand, 
should  reside  a  short  space  with  liis  family,  as  we  hope  this 
quarrel  cannot  subsist  long,  because  you  are  brothers,  both 
of  one  nation  and  blood,  and  we  hope  it  will  soon  be  set- 
tled ;  and  when  a  reconciliation  lakes  place,  let  our  mis- 
sionaries iimnediately  return  to  us.  Tliis,  however,  we 
refer  to  your  consideration,  and  leav;-  ;  t  your  pleasure. 
Now,  brethren,  we  have  unburdened  our  minds  and  opened 
our  bosoms,  and  delivered  what  we  had  to  say." 

To  which,  at  the  request  and  by  the  approbation  of  the 
Commissioners,  we  made  the  following  reply: 

"  Brothers  of  the  Six  Nations  :  We  thank  j-ou  for  your 
speech.  The  Connnissioners  appointed  by  the  Twelve 
United  Colonics,  and  with  our  consunt,  will  first  transact 
business  with  you;  after  they  have  done,  we  will  answer 
your  speech.'' 

At  a  treaty  begun  and  held  with  the  Indians  of  tlie  .SVr 
United  Nations  at  the  Cily  o(  Albany,  on  Friday,  the  '^'nh 
day  of  Aitgitst,  1775,  jireseni :  (ieneral  Philip  Schuyler, 
Colonel  Oliver  U'olcotl,  Col.  Turbutt  Francis,  Volkert  I'. 
Douw,  Esq.,  Connnissioners;  the  Chairman  and  Commit- 
tee, and  principal  inhabitants  of  the  Cily  of  Albany. 

Senghnagtnrat,  an  Oneida  Sachem,  opened  the  treaty 
v.iih  the  following  speech: 

"Brothers  :  We  waited  upon  you  yesterday  evening,  and 
acquainted  you  that  wc  should  first  speak  to  our  brothers 
the  Committee  of  Albany;  we  have  done  so,  and  have 
opened  our  whole  minds  to  them. 

"Brothers:  When  we  met  two  of  your  body  at  the  Ger- 
man Flats,  they  presented  these  strings  to  us,  and  invited 
us  to  come  down  lo  Albany  and  kindle  up  a  great  council 
fire  of  peace,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Twelve  United 
Colonies.  Now,  as  these  strings  have  never  been  changed, 
we  return  them  to  you  again,  and  desire  that  the  great  coun- 
cil fire  of  peace  iiiuy  be  kindled  up. 


Brothers:  By  this  belt  you  desired  us  to  shut  our  ears 
and  fortify  our  minds  against  any  evil  reports  that  we  might 
hear  on  our  way  down,  and  to  pay  no  regard  to  what  any 
liars  and  ill-disposed  persons  might  say  to  us,  as  they  would 
only  mean  to  sow  dissension  between  us  and  our  brothers  of 
the  Twelve  United  Colonies.  Brothers,  our  minds  are  proof 
against  the  attempts  of  such  malicious  and  wicked  i)ersons. 

"  Now,  brothers,  let  us  give  you  ad\ice  on  our  parts. 
There  are  liars  and  mischief-makers  among  the  Indians,  as 
well  as  amongst  the  white  people  ;  therefore  pay  no  regard 
to  this  or  that,  that  any  single  Indian  may  say,  but  attend 
to  what  you  bear  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Council,  for 
that  will  be  the  truth  and  the  sense  of  all  the  Six  i'nited 
Nations.^' 

The  Connnissioners  then  addressed  them  in  the  follow- 
ing manner: 
"Brothers,  Sachems,  and  ff'arriours,  of  the  Six  Nations: 

"  We  return  thanks  to  the  great  God,  thai  he  has  per- 
mitted us  to  meet  together  this  day  in  love,  peace,  and 
friendship  ;  in  token  of  which  we  will  now  sit  down  and 
smoke  the  pipe  of  peace  togeiher." 

Here  the  great  pipe  was  lighted  up,  and  went  round; 
after  which,  the  Commissioners  proceeded  : 

"Brothers,  ifc:  We,  the  Deputies  a|ipoiuted  by  and 
in  the  name  of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  assisted  by 
the  descendants  of  your  ancient  friend  (^uedtr,  and  your 
Albany  brethren,  embrace  this  opportunity  to  rekindle  the 
ancient  council  fire,  which  formerly  burnt  as  bright  as  the 
sun,  in  this  place,  and  to  heap  on  it  so  much  fuel  that  it 
may  never  be  extinguished  ;  and  also  to  renew  the  ancient 
covenant  chain  with  you,  which  you  know  has  always  been 
kept  bright  and  clean,  without  any  stain  or  rust,  and  which, 
by  this  belt,  we  now  strengthen,  that  forever  hereafter  you 
and  we  may  have  but  one  heart,  one  head,  one  eye,  and 
one  hand. — {A  belt.) 

"Brethren :  Our  business  with  you  here,  besides  re- 
kindling the  ancient  council  fire,  and  renewing  the  covenant 
and  brightening  up  every  link  of  the  chain,  is  in  the  first 
place  to  inform  you  of  the  advice  that  was  given  about 
thirty  years  ago,  by  your  wise  forefathers,  in  a  great  Coun- 
cil which  they  held  at  Lancaster,  in  Pennsylvania,  when 
Cannassateego  spoke  to  us,  the  white  people,  in  these  very 
words  :  'Brethren  :  We,  the  Six  Nations,  heartily  recom- 
mend union  and  a  good  agreement  between  you,  our 
brethren  ;  never  disagree,  but  preserve  a  strict  friendship 
for  one  another,  and  thereby  you,  as  well  as  we,  will 
become  the  stronger.  Our  wise  forefathers  established 
union  and  amity  between  the  Five  Nations;  this  has  marie 
us  formidable;  this  has  given  us  great  weight  and  authori- 
ty with  our  neighbouring  Nations.  We  are  a  powerful 
confederacy  ;  and  if  you  observe  the  same  methods  our 
wise  forefathers  have  taken,  you  will  acquire  fresh  strength 
and  ])ower.  Therefore,  whatever  befalls  you,  never  fall  out 
wiih  one  another.'  These  were  the  words  of  Cannassateego. 

"Brothers :  Our  forefathers  rejoiced  to  hear  Cannassa- 
teego speak  these  words.  They  sunk  deep  into  their  hearts. 
The  advice  was  good  ;  it  was  kind.  They  said  to  one 
another,  The  Sx  Nations  are  a  wise  people;  let  us 
hearken  lo  their  counsel,  and  teach  our  children  to  follow  it. 
Our  old  men  have  done  so.  They  have  frequently  taken  a 
single  arrow,  and  said,  Children,  see  how  easy  it  is  broken. 
Then  they  have  tied  twelve  together  with  strong  cords,  and 
our  strongest  men  could  not  break  them.  '  See,'  said  they, 
'  this  is  what  the  Six  Nations  mean.  Divided,  a  single  man 
may  destroy  you  ;  united,  you  are  a  match  for  the  whole 

"  We  thank  the  i:reat  God  that  we  arc  all  united  ;  that  we 
have  a  strong  (•ordederacy,C()m[)osed  of  twelve  Pro\inees — 
N( u-IIa mpsh ire,  & c . 

"  These  I'rovinces  have  lighted  a  great  council  fire  at 
Philadelphia,  and  have  sent  sixty-five  Counsellors  to  speak 
and  act  in  the  name  of  the  whole,  and  to  considt  for  the 
connnon  good  of  the  people,  and  of  you,  our  brethren  of 
the  Six  \iitiiins.  and  your  allies;  and  the  talk  (jf  this  great 
council  wc  sli.ill  dolivcr  to  vihi  to-murrow." — {A  bell.) 


Albany,  .Salurdar,  August  26,  1775. 
Pre=pnt   this  day  :   General  Schuyler,  Colonel  Francis, 
Ciilonel  ll'olcott,  Mr.  Douw,  Commissioners;  the  Chair- 
man and  Committee  of  the  Cily  of  Albany. 
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The  Iiulians  having  infoimed  ilie  Commissioners  they  constitution,  which  we  love  as  our  lives;  also,  our  plantations, 

were  ready  to  proceed  to  business,  the  treaty  was  opened  our  houses,  and  goods,  whenever  they  please,  without  asking 

in  the  following  manner  :  our  leave ;  that  our  vessels  may  go  to  this  island  in  the  sea, 

''Brothers,  Sachims,  and  Jl'arriours  :  but  to  this  or  that   particular  island  we  shall  not  trade  any 

"  Let  this  string  open  your  ears  to  hear,  and  incline  your  more ;  and  in  case  of  non-compliance  with  these  new  orders, 

bearts  to  accept  the  talk  of  your  brethren  of  the  Twelve  they  shut  up  our  harbours. 

United  Colonies,  which  they  have  sent  to  you  by  us  their  "Brothers:  This  is  our  present  situation.     Thus  have 

Deputies.     They  speak  as  follows  :  many  of  the  King's  counsellors  and  servants  dealt  with  us. 

''Brothers,  Sachems,  and  IVarriours  of  the   Six    United  If  we  submit,  or  comply  with  their  demands,  you  can  easily 

Nations  :  perceive  to  what  a  state  we  shall  be  reduced.    If  our  people 

"  We,  the  Delegates  from  the  Twelve  United  Provinces,  labour  in  the  fields,  they  will  not  know  who  shall  enjoy  the 

now  sitting  in  General  Congvess  at  Philaileljihia,  send  this  crop;  if  they  hunt  in  the  woods,  it  will  be  uncertain  who 

talk  to  you,  our  brothers.      We  are  sixty-five  in  number,  shall  taste  the  meat  or  have  the  skins;  if  they  build  houses, 

appointed  by  the   people  throughout  all  these   Provinces  they  will  not  know  whether  they  may  sit  around  the  fire- 

and  Colonies,  to  meet  and  sit  together  in  one  great  council,  side  with  their  wives  and  children.     They  cannot  be  sure 

to  consult  together  for  the  common  good  of  this  land,  and  whether  they  shall  be  permitted  to  eat,  drink,  and  wear  the 

to  speak  and  act  for  them.  fruits  of  their  own  labour  and  industry." — {A  broken  belt.) 

'•Brothers:  In  our  consultation  we  have  judged  it  pro-  The  Commissioners  then  informed   the  Indians,  that  as 

per  and  necessary  to  send  you  this  talk,  as  we  are  upon  the  the  business  they  were  upon  was  very  important,  and  as  they 

same  island,  that  you   may  be  informed  of  the  reason  of  knew  they  were  a  wise  people,  they  would  not  at  this  time 

this  great  council,  the  situation  of  our  civil  constitution,  [mrry  them,  nor  burden  their  memories  with  too  much,  and 

and  our  disposition  towards  you,  our  Indian  brothers  of  the  therefore  would  defer  what  they  had  further  to  say  until 

Six  Aations,  and  their  allies.  Monday, 
"Brothers  and  friends,  noic  attend: 

"  When  our  fathers  crossed  the  great  water  and  came 

over  to  this  land,  the  King  of  England  gave  them  a  talk,  A"'^">''  Monday,  August  28,  17?:. 

assuring  them  that  they  and  their  children  should  be  his  The  treaty  was  again  renewed.    Present :  Colonel  i^rwt- 

children,  and  that  if  they  would  leave  their  native  country  cis,   Colonel   Wokott,   Mr.   Douw,  Commissioners;    Mr. 

and  make  settlements  and  live  here,  and  buy  and  sell  and  Lynch,  oi'  South- Carolina,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Robert 

trade  with  their  brethren  beyond  the  water,  they  should  Livingston,  o{  Neiv-York,  Members  of  the  Continental 

still  keep  hold  of  the    same  covenant  chain,  and  enjoy  Congress;  the  Chairman  and  Committee  of  the  City  of 

peace ;  and  it  was  covenanted  that  the  fields,  houses,  goods,  Albany. 

and  possessions,  which  our  fathers  should  acquire,  should  The  Commissioners  proceeded  with  the  Speech  of  the 

remain  to  them  as  their  own,  and  be  their  children's  forever,  Conf^ress  : 

and  at  their  sole  disposal.     Trusting  that  this  covenant  "Brothers  and  friends,  attend: 

should  never  be  broken,  our  fathers  came  a  great  distance  "  We  upon  this  island  have  often  spoke  and  entreated 

beyond  the  great  water,  and  laid  out  their  money  here,  built  the  King,  and  bis  servants  the  counsellors,  tliat  peace  and 

houses,  cleared  fields,  raised  crops,  and  through  their  own  harmony  might  still  continue  between  us  ;  that  we  cannot 

labour  and    industry   grew   tall   and  strong.     They   have  part  with  orloose  our  hold  of  the  old  covenant  chain  which 

bought,  sold,  and  traded  with  England,  according  to  agree-  united  our  lathers  and  theirs  ;  that  we  want  to  brighten  this 

inent,  sending  to  them  such  things  as  they  wanted,  and  chain,  and  keep  the  way  open  as  our  fathers  did;  that  we 

taking  in  exchange  such  things  as  were  wanted  here.  want  to  live  with  them  as  brothers;  labour,  trade,  travel 

"TheKingof  ii«,o-/fHi(/ and  his  peo|ile  kept  the  way  open  abroad,  eat  and  drink   in   peace.     We  have  often  asked 

tor  more  than  one  hundred  years,  and  by  our  trade  became  them  to  love  and  live  in  such  friendship  with  us  as  their 

richer,  and  by  a  union  with  us  greater  and  stronger  than  the  fathers  did  with  ours.    We  told  them  again,  that  we  judged 

other  Kings  and   people  who  live  beyond  the  water.      All  we  were  exceedingly  injured;  that  they  might  as  well  kill 

this  time  they  liveil  in  great  friendship  with  us,  and  we  with  us  as  take  away  our  property  and  the  necessaries  of  life, 

them;  for  we  are  brothers — one  blood.  We  have  asked  why  they  treat  us  thus?     What  has  be- 

"  Whenever  they  were  struck,  we  instantly  felt  as  if  the  come  of  our  repeated  addresses  and  supplications  to  them  ? 

blow  had  been  given  to  us — their  enemies  were  our  ene-  Who  hath  shut  the  oars  of  the  King  to  the  cries  of  bis 

niies.    Whenever  they  went  to  war,  we  sent  our  men  to  stand  children  \n  America  1     No  soft  answer,  no  pleasant  voice 

by  theirside,  and  fight  for  them,  and  our  money  to  help  them  from  beyond  the  water,  has  yet  sounded  in  our  ears. 

and  make  them  strong.    That  we  have  done  this,  brothers,  "Brothers:  Thus  stands  the  matter  betwixt  old  England 

you  all  have  been  witnesses  to  in  the  last  war.     You  know  and  America :    You  Indians  know  how  things  are  propor- 

we  assisted  them  in  taking  Niagara,  Cataraqni,  Ticon-  tioned  in  a  family  between  the  father  and  the  son.     The 

deroga.  Crown  Point,  and  Canada;  and  lastly,  when  they  child  carries  a  little  pack.   England  we  regard  as  the  father, 

had   no  more  enemies  upon  this  island,  we  went  to  fight,  This  island  may  be  compared  to  the  son. 

and  helped  them  to  take  many  large  islands  that  lay  in  the  "  The  father  hath  a  numerous  family,  both  at  home  and 

hot  countries,  where  they  got  more  tlian  thirty  cart  loads  of  upon  this  island.    He  appoints  a  great  number  of  servants  to 

silver.  assist  him  in  the  government  of  his  family.     In  process  ol 

'■They  thanked  us  for  our  love,  and  sent  us  good  talks,  time,  some  of  his  servants  grew  proud  and  ill-natured  :  they 

and  renewed  their  promise  to  be  one  people  forever  ;  and  were  displeased  to  see  the  boy  so  alert,   and  walk  on  so 

when  the  war  was  over  they  said:  Children,  we  thank  you  nimbly  with  his  pack.    Thev  tell  the  father,  and  advise  him 

that  you  have  helped  to  make  us  great ;  we  know  that  to  enlarge  the  child's  pack.    They  prevail ;  the  pack  is  in- 

it  has  cost  you  a  great  deal  of  blood  and  a  great  deal  of  creased;  the  child  takes  it  up  again,  as  he  thought  it  might 

money;  and  therefore,  children,  we  give  you  a  present,  that  be  the  father's  pleasure  ;  speaks  but  few  words — those  very 

you  may  maintain  your  warriours. — {A  belt.)  small,  for  he  was  loth  to  oft'end  the  father.     Those  proud 

•  "Brothers  and  friends,  open  a  kind  ear  :  and  wicked  servants,  finding  they  had  prevailed,  laughed  to 

"  We   will    now   tell   you  of  the  quarrel   between   the  see  the  boy  sweat  and  stagger  under  his  increased  load, 

counsellors  of  King  George  and  the  inhabitants  and  Colo-  By  and  bye  they  apply  to  the  father  to  double  the  child's 

Tiles  o(  America.  pack,  because  they  heard  him  complain,  and  without  any 

"  Many  of  his  counsellors  are  proud  and  wicked  men.  reason,  said  they;  he  is  a  cross  child;  correct  him  il  he  com- 

They   persuade    the    King  to  break  the   covenant  chain,  plains  any  more. 

and  not  to  send  us  any  more  good  talks.     A  considerable  "  The  boy  entreats  the  father,  addresses  the  great  servants 

number   have    prevailed   upon   him   to   enter   into   a  new  in  a  decent  manner,  that  the  pack  may  be  lightened.     He 

covenant  against  us,  and  have  torn  asunder  and  cast  behind  could  not  go  any  further ;  he  luimbly  asks  if  the  old  fathers, 

their  backs  the  good  old  covenant  which  their  ancestors  in  any  of  their  records,  had  described  such  a  pack  for  the 

and  ours  entered  into  and  took  strong  hold  of.  child.     After  all  the  tears  and  entreaties  of  the  child,  the 

"They  now  tell  us  they  will  slip  their  hand   into  our  pack  is  redoubled  ;  the  child  stands  a  little  while,  staggering 

pocket  without  asking,  as  if  it  was  their  own  ;  and  at  their  under  the  weight,  ready  to  fall  every  moment.     However, 

pleasure  they  will  take  from  us  our  charter,  or  written  civil  he  entreats  the  father  once  more,  though  so  faint  he  could 
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only  lisp  hislast  humble  supplication  \yaits  awhile:  no 
voice  returns.  The  child  concludes  the  father  could  not 
hear  Those  proud  servants  had  intercepted  his  supplica- 
tions, or  stopped  the  ears  of  the  father.  He  therefore  gives 
one  stru.'-'le,  and  throws  off  the  pack,  and  says  he  cannot 
take  it  u7 again;  such  a  weight  will  crush  hmi  down,  and 
kill  him — aiui  he  can  but  die  if  he  refuses. 

"  Upon  this,  those  servants  are  very  wroth,  and  tell  the 
father  many  false  stories  respecting  the  child.  They  bring 
a  great  cudgel  to  the  father,  asking  him  to  take  it  in  his 
hand  and  strike  the  child. 

"  This  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  present  condition  of 
the  King's  American  subjects  or  children. 

"  Amidst  these  o|)pressions,  we  now  and  then  heard  a 
mollifying  and  reviving  voice  from  some  of  the  King's  wise 
counsellor,  who  are  our  friends,  and  feel  for  our  distresses. 
When  they  heard  ourcomplaints  and  our  cries,  they  applied 
to  the  King;  aUo,  told  those  wicked  servants  that  this  child 
in  America  WAS  not  a  cross  hoy;  it  had  sufljcient  reason  for 
crying;  and  if  the  cause  of  its  complaint  was  neglected,  it 
would  soon  assume  the  voice  of  a  man,  plead  for  justice  like 
a  man,  and  defend  its  rights  and  support  the  old  covenant 
chain  of  the  fathers. 

"Brothers,  listen:  Notwithstanding  all  our  entreaties,  we 
have  but  little  hope  the  King  will  send  us  any  more  good 
talks,  by  reason  of  his  evil  counsellors.  They  have  per- 
suaded him  to  send  an  army  of  soldiers,  and  many  ships  ot 
war,  to  rob  and  destroy  us.  They  have  shut  uj)  many  of 
our  harbours,  seized  and  taken  into  possession  many  of  our 
vessels.  The  soldiers  have  struck  the  blow,  killed  some  of 
our  people.  The  blood  now  runs  of  the  King's  American 
children;  they  have  also  burned  our  houses  and  towns,  and 
taken  much  of  our  goods. — (A  black  belt.) 

•'Brothers:  We  are  now  necessitated  to  rise,  and  forced 
to  fight  or  give  up  our  civil  constitution,  run  away,  and 
leave  our  farms  and  houses  behind  us.  This  must  not  be  ; 
since  the  King's  wicked  counsellors  will  not  open  their  ears 
and  consider  our  just  complaints,  and  the  cause  of  our 
weeping,  and  have  given  the  blow,  we  are  determined  to 
drive  away  the  King's  soldiers,  and  to  kill  and  destroy  all 
those  wicked  men  we  find  in  arms  against  the  peace  of  the 
Twelve  United  Colonies  upon  this  island.  We  think  our 
cause  is  just ;  therefore,  hope  Gnil  will  be  on  our  side.  We 
do  not  take  up  the  hatchet  and  struggle  for  honour  or  con- 
(juest,  but  to  maintain  our  civil  constitution  and  religious 
jjrivileges,  the  very  same  for  which  our  forefathers  lefi  their 
native  land  and  came  to  this  Country. — {A  black  belt.) 
'Brothers  and  friends:   We  desire  that  you  will  hear 
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illuminated  this  whole  island.  We  renewed  our  hold  of 
the  old  covenant  chain  which  united  and  strengthened  our 
ancestors,  and  which  was  near  slipi)ing  out  of  our  hands 
before  we  had  kindled  this  great  council  fire  at  Philadelphia. 
We  have  now  taken  fast  hold,  nor  will  we  let  it  go  with- 
out a  mighty  struggle,  even  unto  death.  Bi-oihers,  we  are 
now  Twelve  Colonies,  united  as  one  man.  We  have  but 
one  heart  and  one  hand.  Brothers,  this  is  our  union  belt. 
By  this  bell  we,  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  renew  the 
old  covenant  chain  w  iih  which  our  forefathers,  in  their  great 
wisdom,  thought  proper  to  bind  us  and  you,  our  brothers  of 
the  Six  Nations,  together,  when  they  first  landed  at  this 
place.  And  if  any  of  the  links  of  this  great  chain  should 
liave  received  any  rust,  we  now  brighten  it,  and  make  it 
shine  like  silver.  As  God  has  put  it  into  our  hearts  to  love 
the  Sit  Nations  and  their  allies,  we  now  make  the  chain  of 
friendship  so  strong  that  nothing  but  an  evil  spirit  can 
or  will  attempt  to  break  it.  But  we  hojje,  through  the  fa- 
vour and  mercy  of  the  Good  Spirit,  that  it  will  remain  strong 
and  bright  while  the  sun  shines  and  the  water  runs. — 
(^Delivered  the  union  belt.) 

"Brothers:  It  is  necessary,  in  order  for  the  preservation 
of  friendship  between  us  and  our  brothers  of  the  Sijc  i^utions 
and  their  allies,  that  a  free  and  mutual  intercourse  be  kept 
up  betwixt  us;  therefore  we,  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  by 
this  belt,  remove  every  dilficulty  that  may  lie  in  the  great 
road  that  runs  through  the  middle  of  our  country,  and  we 
will  also  clear  up  and  open  all  the  small  roads  that  lead 
into  the  great  one.  AVe  will  take  out  every  thorn,  brier, 
and  stone,  so  that  when  any  of  our  brothers  of  the  Sit 
Nations  or  their  allies  have  an  inclination  to  see  and  talk 
with  any  of  their  brethren  of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies, 
they  may  pass  safely,  without  being  scratched  or  bruised. 

''Brothers:  The  road  is  now  open  for  our  brethren  of 
the  Six  Nations  and  their  allies,  and  they  may  now  pass 
and  repass  as  safely  and  freely  as  the  peo|)le  of  the  Twelve 
United  Colonies  themselves.  And  we  are  further  deter- 
niined,  by  the  assistance  of  God,  to  keep  our  roads  open  and 
free  for  the  .SVr  Nations  and  tlieir  allies,  as  long  as  the  earth 
remains.— (i^//A  belt.) 

"Brothers:  We  have  said  we  wish  you  Indians  may 
continue  in  peace  with  one  another,  and  with  us  the  white 
people.  Let  us  both  be  cautious  in  our  behaviour  towards 
each  other,  at  this  critical  state  of  aflairs.  This  island  now 
trembles;  the  wind  whistles  from  almost  every  quarter.  Let 
us  fortify  our  minds,  and  shut  our  ears  against  false  rumours. 
Let  us  be  cautious  what  we  receive  for  truth,  unless  spoken 
by  wise  and  good  men.     If  any  thint;  disagreeable  should  fall 


and  receive  what  we  have  now  told  you,  and  that  you  will     out  betwixt  us,  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  arid  you,  the 
open   a  good  ear  and   listen  to  what  we  are  going  to  say.  "  "  "' 

This  is  a  family  quarrel  between  us  and  old  England;  you 
Indians  are  not  concerned  in  it.  We  don't  wish  you  to  take 
up  the  hatchet  against  the  King's  Troops.  We  desire  you 
to  remain  at  home,  and  not  join  either  side,  but  keep  the 
liatchet  burled  deep.  In  the  name  and  behalf  of  all  our  peo- 
ple, we  ask  and  desire  you  to  love  peace  and  maintain  it,  anil 
to  love  and  sympathize  with  us  in  our  troubles,  that  the 
))ath  may  be  kept  open  with  all  our  people  and  yours,  to 


pass  and  repass  without  molestation. 

"Brothers :  We  live  upon  the  same  ground  with  you: 
the  same  island  is  ouf  common  birth-place;  we  desire  to  sit 
down  under  the  same  tree  of  peace  with  you;  let  us  water 
its  roots  and  cherish  its  growth,  till  the  large  leaves  and 
ilourishing  branches  shall  extend  to  the  setting  sun  and 
reach  the  skies. 

"Brothers,  observe  well :  What  is  it  \\c  have  asked  of 
vou  ?  Nothing  but  peace,  notwithslanding  our  present  dis- 
turbed situation;  and  if  application  shouhl  be  made  to  you, 
by  any  of  the  King's  unwise  and  wicked  ministers,  to  join 
on  their  side,  we  only  advise  you  to  deliberate  with  great 
caution,  and  in  your  wisdom  look  forward  to  the  conse- 
quences of  a  compliance.  For  if  the  King's  Troops  take 
away  our  property  and  destroy  us,  who  are  of  the  same 
blood  with  themselves,  what  can  you,  who  are  Indians,  ex- 
pect from  them  afierwards? — (A  tvhite  belt.) 
"Brothers  of  the  Six  Nations: 

"  When  we  perceived  this  island  began  to  shake  and 
tremble  aloni;  the  eastern  shore,  and  the  sun  darkened  by 
a  black  cloud  which  arose  from  beyond  the  great  walfr, 
we  kindled  up  a  great  council  fire  at  Philadelphia,  and 
we  sat  around  it  until  it  burnt  so  high  and  so  clear  that  it 


Six  Nations,  to  wound  our  peace,  let  us  immediately  seek 
measures  for  healing  the  breach.  From  the  present  situation 
of  affairs,  we  judj^e  it  wise  and  expedient  to  kindle  up  a 
council  fire  at  Albany,  where  we  may  hear  each  others' 
voice  and  disclose  our  minds  more  fully  to  one  another. — 
(^The  j)ipe  of  peace  and  six  small  strings.) 

"Brothers:  You  now  hear  our  disposition  towards  you, 
the  Six  Nations  and  your  allies.  Therefore  we  say : 
]}rothers,  take  care,  hold  fast  to  your  covenant  chain.  We 
depind  on  you  to  send  and  acquaint  your  allies  to  the 
northward,  the  seven  Tribes  on  the  River  St.  Laicrcme, 
that  you  have  had  this  talk  with  us  at  our  council  fire  at 
Albany. 

"Brothers:  Let  this  our  good  talk  remain  at  Onondaga, 
your  central  eomicil  hou-e,  thai  you  may  hand  down  to 
the  latest  posterity  these  tesiinionials  of  the  brotherly 
sentiments  of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies  towards  their 
brethren  of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  allies." 

To  which  Kanaghijuicsa  replied  : 

"Brothers:  We  have  sat  around 
at  this  our  ancient  place  of  kiiulliiii. 
We  have  heard  all  you  have  said,  and  have  heard  notl 
but  what  is  jjleasant  and  good.  As  you  have  communicated 
matters  of  great  importance  to  us,  we  will  sit  down  to-mor- 
row and  deliberate  coolly  upon  them,  and  the  day  following 
will  give  you  ans\Ters  to  every  thing  that  you  have  laid 
before  us." 


nd  smoked  our  pipes 
up  our  council  fires. 


At  a  treaty  continued 
present:  Colonel  Fran 
Commissioners; 


Mbany.  Tliurs.lay,  Aiijust  31,  ITT.i 
ihlUc  Indians  o[thc  Sit  Nalio 
,  Colonel    Jfolcotl,   I\lr.  Dj>. 
!\Ir.  Ditanc,  of  New-  York. 
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Tlie  Indians  being  informed  lliat  tlie  Coimnissioneis 
were  ready  to  hear  them,  Abraham,  a  Mohaick  Sachem, 
spoke  as   Ibllous : 

"Brothers,  great  men  deputid  by  the  Twelve  United 
Colonics,  attend : 

"  We  are  tiiis  day  called  to  meet  you  in  council,  in  order 
to  reply  to  what  you  have  said  to  us.  We  hope  we  need 
not  recapitulate  the  whole  of  your  discourse;  we  shall  only 
touch  upon  each  head. 

"  At  our  last  conference  in  this  house,  we  promised  to 
return  you  our  answer  the  day  but  one  following.  W'e  did 
not  do  it,  and  we  mean  to  make  you  an  apology  ;  we  hope 
you  have  taken  no  oflence.  We  were  not  prepared  by  that 
time,  and  that  was  the  reason. 

"Brothers:  You  informed  us  that  there  was  a  great 
council  of  sixty-live  members  convened  at  Philadelphia, 
and  that  you  were  appointed  by  them  to  deliver  a  talk  to 
the  Six  Nations.  It  seems  you,  our  brothers,  having  a 
desire  to  rekindle  a  council  fire,  took  to  your  assistance 
the  descendants  of  Qucdcr,  and  have  kindled  up  a  council 
fire  that  shall  never  be  extinguished.  To  which  the  Six 
Nations  reply  :  This  you  have  done  by  order  of  the  Great 
Council  at  Philadelphia.  We  are  glad  to  hear  the  news. 
It  rejoices  our  hearts,  and  it  gives  exceeding  joy  through  all 
the  Six  jSations. 

"Brothers :  As  you  desired  your  belts  might  not  be  re- 
turned, but  be  deposited  at  our  central  council  house,  we 
shall  only  make  use  of  them  to  refresh  our  memories,  and 
speak  upon  them  as  we  go  on  with  our  answer. 

"Brothers:  We  shall  not  recite  every  particular,  as  we 
before  mentioned.  You  obseived  that  when  these  commo- 
tions first  began,  a  council  of  sixty-five  members  convened 
together  at  Philadelphia  ;  and  you  put  us  in  mind  of  what 
Cannassateego  formerly  said  at  Lancaster,  respecting  the 
necessity  of  a  union  among  you.  An  old  sachem,  a  bro- 
ther of  Cannassateego' s,  is  here  present,  and  remembers  the 
words  of  his  brother.  You  illustrated  the  necessity  and 
use  of  an  union  by  one  and  twelve  arrows.  You  said  your 
grandfathers  had  inculcated  this  doctrine  into  their  chil- 
dren. You  said,  that  as  the  tree  of  peace  was  formerly 
planted  at  this  place,  you  desired  that  the  Six  Nations 
might  come  down,  and  sit  under  it,  and  water  its  roots, 
till  the  branches  sliould  flourish  and  reach  to  heaven. 
This  the  Six  Nations  say  shall  be  done. 

"Brothers :  We  need  only  remind  you  of  a  few  of  the 
things  you  said  to  us,  as  you  have  them  all  written  down. 
Y'ou  informed  us,  that  by  an  ancient  covenant  with  the 
King  of  England,  you  were  to  enjoy  the  same  privileges 
with  the  i^eople  on  the  other  side  of  the  great  water.  That 
for  a  long  time  you  did  enjoy  these  privileges,  by  which 
means  you  and  your  brethren  over  the  water  both  became 
a  great  people.  That  lately,  by  advice  of  evil  counsellors, 
you  were  much  opjjressed,  and  had  heavier  packs  put  upon 
you  than  you  could  bear.  That  you  had  frequently  applied 
to  be  eased  of  your  burden,  but  could  obtain  no  redress. 
That  finding  this  the  case,  you  had  thrown  otf  your  packs. 
The  5jr  Nations  thank  you  for  acquainting  them  with 
your  grievances  and  methods  taken  to  obtain  redress.  You 
likewise  informed  them  of  what  resolutions  you  had  formed 
in  consequence  of  these  matters. 

"Brothers :  7\fter  stating  your  grievances,  and  telling  us 
you  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  redress,  you  desired  us 
to  take  no  part,  but  to  bury  the  hatchet ;  you  told  us  it  was 
a  family  quarrel ;  therefore,  said  you,  Indians,  sit  still,  mind 
nothing  but  peace.  Our  great  man,  Colonel  Johnson,  did 
tJie  same  thing  at  Oswego;  he  desired  us  to  sit  still  like- 
wise ;  you  likewise  desired,  that  if  application  should  be  made 
to  us  by  any  of  the  King's  oSicers,  we  would  not  join  them. 

"i\ow,  therefore,  attend,  and  apply  your  ears  closely.  We 
have  fully  considered  this  matter.  The  resolutions  of  the 
^u  Nations  are  not  to  be  broken  or  altered ;  when  they 
resolve,  the  matter  is  fixed.  This,  then,  is  the  determination 
of  the  iSYi  jSations :  INot  to  take  any  part,  but,  as  it  is  a 
family  afiair,  to  sit  still  and  see  you  fight  it  out;  we  beg  you 
will  receive  this  as  infallible,  it  being  our  full  resolution;  for 
we  bear  as  much  affection  for  the  King  of  England's  sub- 
jects, upon  the  other  side  of  the  water,  as  we  do  for  you, 
born  upon  this  island.  One  thing  more  we  request ;  which 
is,  that  you  represent  this  in  a  true  light  to  the  Delegates 
from  all  the  Colonies,  and  not  vary ;  and  that  you  observe 
the  same  regard  for  truth  when  you  write  to  the  King  about 


these  matters.  For  we  have  ears  and  shall  hear  if  you 
represent  any  thing  in  a  wrong  point  of  light  ;  we  likewise 
desire  you  would  inform  our  brothers  at  Boston  of  our 
determinations. 

"Brothers:  It  is  a  long  time  since  we  came  to  this  reso- 
lution ;  it  is  the  result  of  mature  deliberation.  It  was  our 
declaration  to  Colonel  Johnson.  We  told  him  we  should 
take  no  part  in  the  quarrel,  and  hoped  neither  side  would 
desire  it.  Wlioever  applies  first  we  shall  think  in  the 
wrong.  The  resolutions  of  the  Six  Nations  are  not  to  be 
shaken;  of  the  truth  of  this  you  have  a  late  instance.  You 
know  what  the  Shaicancse  have  lately  been  engaged  in  ; 
they  applied  to  us  for  assistance,  but  we  refused  them.  Our 
love  for  you  has  induced  us  not  to  meddle ;  if  we  loved 
you  less,  we  should  have  been  less  resolute. 

"Brothers :  You  likewise  informed  us,  that  when  you 
perceived  this  island  began  to  tremble,  and  a  black  cloud 
to  arise  fiom  beyond  the  great  water,  you  kindled  up  a 
large  fire  at  Philadelphia — a  fire  which  shone  bright  and 
clear  to  your  remotest  settlements.  That  you  sat  around 
that  fire,  deliberating  what  measures  to  pursue  for  the  com- 
mon good.  That  while  sitting  around  it,  you  recollected  an 
ancient  covenant  made  between  your  fathers  and  ours,  when 
they  first  crossed  the  great  water  and  settled  here  ;  which 
covenant  they  at  first  likened  to  a  chain  of  iron,  but  when 
they  considered  that  iron  would  rust,  they  made  a  silver 
chain,  which  they  were  always  to  rub  and  keep  bright  and 
clear  of  spots.  This  they  made  so  strong  that  an  evil 
spirit  could  not  break  it. 

"This  friendship  chain  you  have  now  renewed,  this 
covenant  is  to  continue  to  future  generations.  We  are 
glad  you  have  thought  proper  to  renew  this  covenant, 
and  the  whole  Six  Nations  now  thank  you. 

"  This  covenant  belt  you  desire  us  to  hang  up  at  our 
central  council  house,  that  future  generations  may  call  to 
mind  the  covenant  now  made  between  us.  And  you  may 
depend  we  shall  send  and  inform  all  our  neighbouring 
council  fires  of  the  matters  now  transacted. 

"  We  close,  with  the  whole  Six  Nations  repeating  their 
thanks  that  you  have  renewed  the  covenant  made  between 
their  forefathers  and  yours. 

"Brothers,  attend:  As  you  had  renewed  the  ancient 
covenant,  you  thought  proper  to  open  the  path,  and  have 
a  free  communication  with  this  place.  As  the  fire  had 
been  for  some  time  put  out,  the  path  had  got  stopped  up. 
You  removed  all  obstructions  out  of  the  great  roads  and 
paths,  all  stone  and  briers,  so  that  if  any  of  us  choose  to 
travel  the  road,  we  should  neither  meet  with  any  obstruc- 
tions nor  hurt  ourselves.  Brothers,  we  thank  you  for  open- 
ing the  roads. 

"  You  likewise  informed  us  that  you  were  determined 
to  drive  away,  destroy,  and  kill  all  who  appeared  in  arms 
against  the  peace  of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies. 

"Brothers,  attend:  We  beg  of  you  to  take  care  what  you 
do.  You  have  just  now  made  a  good  path ;  do  not  so  soon 
defile  it  with  blood.  There  are  many  around  us  at  Caiigh- 
naivaga,  who  are  friends  to  the  King;  our  path  of  peace 
reaches  quite  there.  We  beg  all  that  distance  may  not 
be  defiled  with  blood.  As  for  your  quarrels  to  the  east- 
ward, along  the  sea-coast,  do  as  you  please  ;  but  it  would 
hurt  us  to  see  those  brought  up  in  our  bosoms  ill  used.  In 
particular,  we  would  mention  the  son  of  Sir  fVilham  John- 
son. He  w  as  born  among  us,  and  is  of  Dutch  extraction  by 
his  mother ;  he  minds  his  own  afiairs,  and  does  not  inter- 
meddle in  publick  disputes. 

"  We  would  likewise  mention  our  father  the  Minister  who 
resides  among  the  Mohawks,  and  was  sent  them  by  the 
King.  He  does  not  meddle  in  civil  affairs,  but  instructs 
them  in  the  way  to  heaven.  He  absolutely  refuses  to  attend 
to  any  political  matters,  and  says  they  do  not  belong  to  him. 
They  beg  he  may  continue  in  peace  among  them.  The 
Mohau'ks  are  frequently  alarmed  with  reports  that  their 
Minister  is  to  be  torn  away  from  them.  It  would  occasion 
great  disturbance,  was  he  to  be  taken  away.  The  King 
sent  him  to  them,  and  they  would  look  upon  it  as  taking 
away  one  of  their  own  body.  Therefore,  they  again  request 
that  he  may  continue  to  live  in  peace  among  them. 

"Brothers:  After  having  informed  us  of  the  situation  of 
affairs,  and  having  finished  your  business,  you  advise  us  to 
shut  our  ears  against  false  reports,  and  that  we  should  not 
attend  to  flying  stories,  but  to  what  wise  and  good  men 
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should  say.  For  which  reason,  you  had  kindled  up  a 
council  fire  at  this  place,  that  \ve  might  always  converse 
together,  and  know  the  truth  ol  thmgs. 

''Brothers  :  The  Sii  Nations  say,  let  it  he  so ;  it  shall 
be  as  you  desire.  They  thank  you  for  this  advice,  and 
desire  you  would  use  the  same  precautions ;  that  you 
would  sl)ut  your  ears  to  Hying  reports,  but  keep  your  eye 
upon  the  chief  council,  such  as  you  see  now  convened. 
The  Sit  ytitions  desire  you  would  always  inform  them 
fully  of  what  respects  them.  We  have  for  this  purpose 
opened  our  ears,  and  purified  our  minds,  that  we  may 
always  hear  and  receive  what  you  have  to  say  with  good 
and  clear  minds.  And  whenever  we  receive  any  important 
intelligence,  we  shall  always  bring  it  to  this  council  fire. 

"Brothers:  You  delivered  us  this  pipe.  On  one  side 
the  tree  of  peace,  on  the  other  a  council  fire ;  wc  Indians 
sitting  on  one  side  of  the  fire,  and  the  representatives  of 
tiie  Twelve  United  Colonies  upon  the  other.  You  have 
desired  that  this  pipe  may  be  left  at  our  central  council 
house,  and  that  the  tree  of  peace  may  be  planted,  and  that 
the  branches  may  be  so  high  as  to  be  visible  to  our  allies. 
"Brothers  :  We  thank  you,  and  shall  take  care  to  depo- 
site  this  where  you  desire ;  and  when  we  meet  to  deliberate 
upon  business,  shall  always  use  this  our  council  pipe. 

"Brothers,  attend :  In  the  course  of  your  speech  you 
observed  that  we  of  the  Six  Nations  were  a  wise  people, 
and  saw  a  great  way  before  us ;  and  you  asked  us,  if  you 
upon  this  island  were  conquered,  what  would  become  of 
the  Indians.  You  say  you  are  uncertain  of  holding  your 
present  possessions,  and  that  you  do  not  know  who  may 
enjoy  the  product  of  your  labour.  Now,  therefore,  bro- 
thers, attend;  )ou,  particularly,  our  brothers  of  yl/ifl/i^;  we 
address  ourselves  particularly  to  you.  You,  our  brothers 
nf  Albany,  have  taken  two  pieces  of  land  from  us,  without 
any  reward,  not  so  much  as  a  single  pipe.  Wc  therefore 
desire  you  will  restore  them,  and  put  us  into  peaceable  pos- 
session again.  If  you  refuse  to  do  this,  we  shall  look  upon 
the  prospect  to  he  bad  ;  for  if  you  conquer  you  will  take  us 
by  the  arm  and  pull  us  all  oft". 

"  Now,  therefore,  as  the  Twelve  United  Colonies  have 
renewed  their  covenant  of  peace,  we  beg  that  there  may  be 
no  obstruction  upon  your  jiarts,  but  thai  you  would  restoic 
our  land  to  us,  for  which,  as  wc  said  before,  you  never  paid 
us  even  a  single  pipe. 

"Brothers  :  You  have  now  finished  your  business,  and 
we  have  made  short  replies.  You  have  kindled  up  a 
council  fire  of  peace,  and  have  planted  a  tree  of  peace 
according  to  ancient  custom.  We  find  that  you  have 
omitted  one  thing,  which  is  this  :  According  to  our  ancient 
custom,  whenever  a  council  fire  was  kindled  up,  and  a  tree 
of  peace  was  planted,  there  was  some  person  appointed  to 
watch  it.  Now,  as  there  is  no  person  appointed  to  watch 
this  tree,  we  of  the  Six  Nations  take  upon  us  to  ap[)oint 
one.  Let  it  be  the  descendant  of  our  ancient  friend  (j*i(Cf/cr. 
He  has  to  consider  whether  he  will  take  the  charg(;  of  it. 
He  that  watches  this  council  fire  is  to  be  provided  with  a 
wing,  that  he  may  brush  off  all  insects  that  come  near  it, 
and  keep  it  clean.  That  is  the  custom  at  our  central  coun- 
cil house ;  we  have  one  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

"Brothers:  As  you  have  this  day  renewed  the  ancient 
covenant  of  friendship,  and  have  again  brightened  the  an- 
cient chain,  renew  likewise  another  ancient  custom  respect- 
ing the  regulation  of  trade.  Let  us  have  a  trade  at  this 
place,  and  likewise  at  Schenectady,  as  it  was  in  former 
times,  when  wo  had  hold  of  the  olil  covenant.  For  then, 
brothers,  if  our  people  came  down  with  only  a  few  mus- 
quash skins,  they  went  home  with  glad  hearts. 

"Brothers:  Let  it  be  so  again  ;  let  the  Twelve  United 
Colonies  take  this  into  consideration.'' — (A  belt  often  rows 
of  wampum.') 

Tiahogwando,  an  Onondaga  Sachem,  then  spake  : 

"Brothers:  This  is  all  the  >SVr  Nations  have  to  say  at 
present ;  tliey  would  just  mention  one  thing  more  before 
they  break  iq).  The  Six  Nations  look  upon  this  as  a  very 
good  time  to  speak  their  minds,  as  here  are  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Twelve  Colonies. 

"  The  dispute  between  the  people  of  Nev>-England  and 
Penn  seems  to  us  likely  to  become  a  serious  atrair,  and  there- 
fore the  Six  Nations  take  upon  themselves  to  speak  their 
minds  freely,  as  they  address  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole 
Continent.     Many  years  ago,  at  a  council  held  in  Fcun- 
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sylvania,  when  Annassateego,  that  has  been  before  mention- 
ed, was  present,  Fenn  desired  the  Six  Nations  would  sell 
him  that  piece  of  land  known  by  the  name  o(  Scanamlanani 
or  Siisquehannah.  The  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  refused 
to  sell  it,  sa)ing,  the  great  God  would  not  permit  them. 
Therefore  they  made  him  a  present  of  that  land  known  by 
the  name  of  Scanandanani.  Penn  received  it,  and  made 
them  valuable  presents.  After  this,  Colonel  Lydiiis,  a  gen- 
tleman employed  by  the  people  oi  Boston,  treated  with 
some  of  the  Indians,  to  get  that  land  from  them,  but  he 
never  kindled  up  a  council  fire  upon  the  occasion.  He  spoke 
to  them  whenever  he  met  them,  never  with  more  than  ten. 
From  those  he  pretended  to  make  a  purchase  of  that  tract. 
Governour  Penn  also,  at  the  great  treaty  at  Fort  .SVn/iicf  i,  in 
the  year  17G8,  desired  that  this  land  might  be  his,  and 
distributed  among  the  Sit  Nations,  Shawanese,  and  Caugh- 
naivagas,  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  which  they  gave  him  a 
writing.  This  is  an  aliair  with  which  all  the  6'a  Nations 
are  acquainted,  and  any  one  would  lie  who  said  they  knew 
nothing  about  it. 

"  We  have  taken  an  opportunity  to  speak  of  this  matter 
now,  as  the  minds  of  the  whole  Coniineut  are  now  here." 


Friday,  September  1,  1775. 

At  a  treaty  lield  this  day  with  the  Indiaris  of  the  Six 
Natio7is,  at  the  City  of  J/ia;)!/,  present:  Colonel  Fran- 
cis, Colonel  Jlolcott,  Mr.  Douw,  Commissioners.  f 

The  Commissioners  gave  the  following  Answer  to  the 
Speech  delivered  by  the  Indiatis  yesterday  : 
"Brothers  of  the  Six  Nations: 

"  We  yesterday  heard  with  pleasure  your  answer  to  the 
speech  of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  and  we  return 
thanks  to  the  great  Governour  of  the  Universe,  that  he  has 
inclined  your  hearts  to  approve  and  accept  of  the  brotherly 
love  offered  to  you  by  them.  It  makes  us  happy  to  hear 
so  wise  and  brave  a  people  as  our  brothers  of  the  Six 
Nations  publickly  declare  their  unalterable  resolution  to 
maintain  and  support  peace  and  friendship  with  the  Twelve 
Uiuted  Colonies.  This,  brothers,  you  have  said,  and  we 
most  sincerely  believe  you. 

"Brothers:  ^Ve  requested  you,  Indians  of  the  Six 
Nations,  not  to  interfere  in  our  quarrel.  We  are  not  in 
the  least  doubtful  of  success,  as  our  cause  is  good  and  just.  . 

We  will  live  or  die  like  men.     We  can  raise  an  army  of  i 

three  hundred  thousand  fighting  men,  who  are  brave,  and  | 

determined  not  to  part  with  their  civil  and  religious  privi-  I 

leges.  Therefore,  we  now  repeat  to  you,  brothers  of  the 
Six  Nations,  take  care  of  the  strong  friendship  you  have 
now  made  with  the  Twelve  United  Colonies.  Let  that 
be  your  care,  for  peace  we  wish  to  establish. 

"  Brothers :  You  yesterday  told  us,  that  as  the  roads  in 
your  country  were  opened  for  you  and  your  brethren  of 
the  Twelve  United  Colonies  to  pass  and  repass  in  safety, 
you  begged  we  would  not  soon  defile  them  with  blood. 

"  Brothers :  Be  assured  we  have  no  intention  at  present 
to  spill  blood  in  your  country;  and  it  never  can  happen, 
unless  those  wicked  men,  who  have  come  so  far  from  home 
to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  ap- 
pear there.  For,  as  we  are  men  determined  to  be  free 
or  die,  we  nnist  pursue  them  until  we  drive  them  off  this 
island,  or  until  they  confirm  our  ancient  privileges.  There- 
fore, brothers,  rest  assured,  that  whatever  may  happen  be- 
tween us  and  our  enemies,  we  will  never  injure  or  disturb 
the  peace  of  the  .SVr  Nations,  but  preserve  invariably, 
even  unto  death,  the  friendship  that  is  established. 

"Brothers  :  \  on  desired  yesterday  that  some  of  your 
friends  of  our  blood  should  remain  unmolested,  particularly 
the  Missionary  at  Fort  Hunter,  who,  you  say,  does  not 
concern  himself  with  the  affairs  of  this  world,  hut  is  earn- 
estly engaged  in  instructing  you  in  the  reverence  due  to 
the  Great  God  who  governs  tlie  universe.  Brothers,  such 
a  man  we  love,  and  we  are  also  desirous  of  his  remaining 
quiet  and  happy  with  you.  We  are  also  desirous  that  all 
the  other  Missionaries  may  continue  safely  among  you,  and 
instruct  you  in  the  gospel,  which  will  be  the  means  of  your 
happiness  in  this  world  and  in  the  world  to  come. 

"  Brothers:  We  always  looked  upon  you,  our  brothers 
of  the  .SV.)  Nations,  to  be  a  wise  and  capable  people  in 
conducting  business  of  every  kind.  We  were,  therefore,  a 
liule  surprised  lo  hear  you  say,  that  no  one  was  appointed 
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by  the  Twelve  United  Colonies  to  attend  and  watcii  tlie 
fire  that  they  iiad  kindled  up  at  this  place,  when  we  have 
repeatedly  (old  you  that  they  had  appointed  five  persons, 
whose  business  it  is  lo  attend  and  preserve  it  bright  and 
clear;  and  that  two  of  those  live  lived  in  this  Town,  who 
would  take  particular  care  of  it,  and  who  had  full  authority 
fiora  the  Twelve  United  Colonies  to  keep  the  flan)e  pure 
and  bright.  For  fear  you  should  not  have  understood  us 
fully,  we  again  acquaint  you  tliat  the  Twelve  United  Co- 
lonies have  appointed  General  Schuyler  and  Mr.  Douw, 
both  of  this  Town,  to  keep  the  fire  burning,  that  it  may 
illuminate  the  whole  country  of  the  .SV.r  Nations,  who 
may  always  see  the  way  down  to  it,  and  may  sit  in  peace 
around  it. 

"  Brothers :  You  yesterday  desired  that  the  trade  might 
be  again  opened  at  this  place  and  Schenectady.  We  also 
wish  it,  and  it  will  be  done;  so  that  you  may  trade  as  you 
formerly  did,  and  be  able  to  return  home  with  your  goods, 
to  your  satisfaction. 

"  Brothers :  You  yesterday  mentioned  some  matters 
concerning  land  claimed  by  the  people  of  Albany,  and 
also  land  in  dispute  between  Connecticut  and  Governour 
Penn.  We  now  inform  you  that  we  are  not  authoi'ized 
to  transact  any  business  of  that  kind  at  present,  but  will 
represent  the  matter  lo  the  Grand  Congress  at  PhlhuUI- 
]}hia. 

"  Brothers :  We  have  now  finished,  and  let  you  know 
that  the  presents  that  we  have  brought  you  from  the  Twelve 
United  Colonies  are  preparing  for  you,  and  when  ready 
to  be  delivered  we  will  acquaint  you.  Wagons  shall  be 
]irovided  when  you  are  ready  to  set  off  for  Schenectady" 
— {Six  strings  of  wampuin.) 

After  which,  each  of  the  dillercnt  Nations  gave  the  yoc- 
ftaas. 

Captain  Solomon,  the  Chief  of  the  StocJchridge  Indians, 
then  addressed  the  Connnissioners  as  follows : 
"  Brothers,  appointed  by  the  Tivtive  United  Colonies: 

"We  thank  you  for  taking  care  of  us  and  supplying 
us  with  provisions  since  we  have  been  at  Albany.  De- 
pend upon  it,  we  are  true  to  you,  and  mean  to  join  you. 
Wherever  you  go,  we  will  be  by  your  sides.  Our  bones 
shall  lie  with  yours.  We  arc  determined  never  to  be  at 
peace  with  the  red  coats,  while  they  are  at  variance  with 
you.  We  have  one  favour  to  beg.  We  should  be  glad 
if  you  would  help  us  to  establish  a  Minister  among  us,  that 
when  our  men  are  gone  to  war,  our  women  and  chiklren 
may  have  the  advantage  of  being  instructed  by  him.  If 
we  are  conquered,  our  lands  go  with  yours  ;  but  if  we  are 
victorious,  we  hope  you  will  helji  us  to  recover  our  just 
rights." — (A  belt.) 

To  which  the  Commissioners  replied  : 

"Brothers  o/  Stockbridge  :  We  have  heard  what 
you  have  said,  and  thank  you.  It  is  not  in  our  power  to 
answer  the  two  questions  you  have  put  to  us — the  first  re- 
specting a  Minister,  the  second  concerning  your  lands.  We 
say  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  give  you  an  answer  just  now ; 
but  we  will  represent  your  case  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  we  dare  say  they  will  re-establish  you  in  all  your 
just  rights." 


We,  the  subscribers,  aiipointed  by  the  honom'able  the 
Continental  Congress  as  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs 
for  the  Northern  Department,  do  certify  that  the  foregoing 
is  a  true  copy  of  all  matters  and  proceedings  relative  to  a 
Treaty  began  with  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  and  their 
allies,  at  the  German  Flats,  on  Tuesday,  the  fifteenth  day 
o{  August,  1775,  and  finished  at  the  City  ol'  Albany,  on 
Friday,  this  first  day  of  Sejitetnbcr,  1775. 

TuRBUTT  Francis, 
Oliver  Wolcott, 
VoLKEUT  P.  Douw. 
Tench  Tilc^hman, 
Scc'y  to  Commissioners  for  Northern  Dcp't. 

Albany,  Friday,  Soptomher  1,  1775. 

This  day  finished  our  Treaty  with  the  Indians  of  the  Sir 
Nations,  and   informed   them  that  to-morrow  morning  the 

Presents  from  the  Tweh'e  United  ('olonies  would  be  ready 


to  be  delivered  to  them,  and  that  Wagons  should  be  pre- 
pared to  carry  them  to  Schenectady,  whenever  they  pleased 
to  move  homewards. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  honourable  the 
Continental  Congress  the  Rev.  Samuel  Kirkland  and  Mr. 
Dean,  for  their  service  in  this  present  Treaty. 

Resolced,  That  whereas  it  has  been  customary  to  keep 
two  Smiths  in  the  Indian  country,  for  the  purpose  of  mend- 
ing their  Arms  and  Utensils,  that  we  recommend  it  to  the 
Continental  Congress  to  appoint  two  proper  persons,  with 
adetiuate  salaries.  r.^  r^ 

'  1  URBUTT    h  RANCIS, 

Ol.IVEH   WoLCOTT, 
VoLKEIlT    P.    Douw. 

Tench  TiLrvHMAN, 

Sec  y  to  Commissioners  for  Northern  Dcp't. 

Albany  Comtnitteo  Chamber,  Scptunibcr  3,  177."i. 

"Resolved,  That  an  invitation  be  immediately  sent  to  the 
Commissioners  o(  Indian  Affairs,  desiring  their  attendance 
at  the  Presbyterian  Meeting-House  this  morning,  at  eleven 
o'clock,  as  this  Board  will  then  answer  the  Speech  of  the 
Indians." 

The  Committee,  at  the  time  appointed,  repaired  to  the 
Mecting-House,  and  there  delivered,  in  the  presence  and 
with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  Connnissioners. 
the  following  Answer: 

"  Brothers  of  the  Six  Nations  :  We  beg  you  will  ac- 
quaint us  when  you  are  complete. 

"Brothers :  \Ve  suppose  it  will  not  be  insisted  upoft- 
to  repeat  the  whole  of  your  speech,  as  we  conceive  it 
unnecessary,  and  therefore  shall  only  take  notice  of  the 
material  jiarts. 

"  Brothers :  You  said  that  you  were  glad  to  see  us  at 
this  place  on  the  25lh  August,  in  consequence  of  our  in- 
vitation, and  that  you  were  glad  to  see  some  sparks  of  the 
old  council  fire  yet  remaineil,  and  that  you  rejoiced  even 
to  excess  to  find  it  so. 

"Brothers:  We  thank  you  for  your  kind  congratulations 
and  salutations  at  meeting  us  here,  and  rejoice  in  the  op- 
portunity you  have  given  us  at  this  time  of  meeting  one 
another  in  friendship  and  peace,  to  talk  of  old  times  and 
renew  our  ancient  treaty. 

"Brothers:  We  are  happy  to  find  that  you  so  readily 
accepted  our  request  to  come  and  see  us,  and  that  you 
have  had  so  much  patience  and  behaved  so  orderly  during 
your  short  stay  among  us. 

"  Brothers  :  At  the  conference  of  our  Deputies  with  )'ou 
at  the  Gerinan  Flats,  they  showed  you  some  old  belts  ol' 
wampum  which  you  expressed  a  desire  to  see.  Here  are 
those  belts,  and  we  hope  even  time  will  not  wear  them 
out.  This  is  the  belt  given  by  the  Oneida  Nation,  and  is 
tlie  old  covenant  between  the  whole  Oneida  Nation  and 
Gorah  (-lucder.  Tliis  is  the  belt  that  was  Luven  by  tlie 
Indian  calletl  Kayiuguaraghtoh,  in  behalf  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions. 

"Brothers,  attend:  In  your  speech  you  fiirther  ob- 
served that  you  had  long  since  taken  a  resolution  to  take 
no  active  part  in  the  present  contest  for  liberty.  We  do 
not  oftijr  to  censure  you  for  your  conduct,  but  admire  your 
wisdom,  praise  your  pacifick  disposition,  and  hope  you  will 
have  fortitude  to  maintain  and  persevere  in  it. — {A  belt.) 

"  Brothers :  You  further  said  that  the  road  to  the  west- 
ward you  heard  by  the  bird  was  to  be  stopped  up.  This 
matter  is  beyond  our  limits.  The  Commissioners  of  the 
Twelve  United  Colonies  having  spoken  to  you  at  large 
about  the  roads,  that  they  shairbc  left  open  ;  we  entirely 
agree  with  them  in  this,  and  therefore  shall  add  nothing  on 
this  point,  and  return  the  belt. 

"  Brothers:  You  said,  further,  and  delivered  us  this  belt, 
that  you  were  anxious  about  and  concerned  for  your  Min- 
ister, Mr.  Kirkland,  and  asked  our  advice  about  his  re- 
maining among  you,  who  we  do  not  see  that  you  should 
be  deprived  of  without  your  consent,  any  more  than  the 
Mohawk  Tribe  should  be  deprived  of  their  Missionary. 
We  highly  approve  of  your  concern  for  the  Ministers  of  the 
gospel,  and  your  attachment  for  the  pure  precepts  and  doc- 
trine of  Christianity.  But  if  your  Minister  is  removed,  we 
should  fear  the  consequence,  it  would  certainly  give  occa- 
sion of  jealousy  to  your  brethren,  the  white  people,  that 
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you  Indians  were  not  well  disposed.  Therefore  it  is  our 
ardent  wish  that  they  may  all  remain  among  you,  as  your 
teachers  and  insiructers  in  virtue,  piety,  and  true  religion  ; 
and  we  hope  you  may  benelit  and  profit  by  their  iiibtruc- 
tion. — {A  bell.) 

"  Brotlitrs:  Before  any  Commissioners  were  appointed 
by  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  from  the  disagreeable  con- 
dition of  our  country  and  the  ancient  friendship  and  alliance 
subsisting  between  us,  commenced  in  the  days  of  your  an- 
cestors and  our  forefathers,  we  took  upon  us,  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  the  City  and  County  o(  Albany, 
to  give  you  an  invitation  to  pay  us  a  friendly  visit,  that  we 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  you  here,  at  the  place 
wliere  the  first  fire  was  kindled,  that  we  might  rake  up 
the  old  ashes,  and  not  suffer  it  to  extinguish,  but  renew 
the  old  covenant  chain,  and  make  it  shine  with  brighter 
lustre. 

''Brothers :  We  are  happy  to  find  from  your  speech 
that  you  still  retain  that  affection  for  us  which  a  well-found- 
ed friendship  will  naturally  produce,  and  which  we  hope, 
from  our  conduct  towards  you,  is  not  unmerited  ;  and  we 
rejoice  to  find  that  you  feel  for  our  distresses,  and  lament 
the  unnatural  quarrel  of  brethren,  which  you  express  so 
warmly  by  a  desire  of  an  amicable  settlement. 

'•  Brothers  :  Time  will  not  permit  us  at  present  to  men- 
tion to  you  how  and  on  what  occasion  the  first  covenant 
was  made  between  your  and  our  forefathers.  They  have 
never  deserted  you,  but  kept  their  covenants  and  agree- 
ments with  you  ;  nor  do  wc  mean  to  act  otherwise  on  our 
part. 

"Brothers:  This  covenant,  afterwanls  improved  upon, 
was  confirmed  between  you  and  us  in  the  year  1G65,  one 
year  after  this  Country  went  over  to  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land. Since  this  you  have,  from  time  to  time,  admitted 
into  your  chain  the  Tuscaroras,  and  most,  if  not  all,  the 
Twelve  United  Colonies. 

"Brothers:  There  are  five  gentlemen.  Commissioners, 
appointed  by  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  at  the  Grand 
Council  at  Philadelphia  ;  the  management  of  the  piihlick 
business  in  the  Indian  Department  now  belongs  to  them. 
These  gentlemen  have  informed  you  of  the  nature  of  the 
dispute  between  Great  Britain  anrl  this  Country,  and 
testified  their  desire  of  keeping  up  the  council  fire  between 
us. 

"  Brothers :  We  know  it  is  customary,  at  the  renewal  of 
any  covenants  between  us,  that  a  present  should  follow. 
We  now  make  it  known  to  you  that  the  goods  you  will 
receive  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Twelve  United  Colo- 
nies are  partly  ours.  We  pay  our  proportionable  part 
towards  them  ;  so  that  what  you  receive  from  them  is  from 
us  also.      We  are  the  same;  there  is  no  distinction. 

"  Brothers:  If  our  memory  does  not  fail,  we  think  that 
when  we  invited  two  or  three  of  each  of  our  brethren,  the 
Siv  ]S/ations,  to  come  down  here,  we  also  desired  that  you 
would  acquaint  us  what  had  passed  in  the  Congress  held 
at  Oswego,  which  as  yet  we  know  nothing  of  You  say, 
indeed,  that  you  are  glad  wc  are  peaceably  inclined,  as  well 
as  Colonel  Johnson;  but  you  have  told  us  nothing  else  that 
was  transacted  there,  which  we  had  expected,  and  do  wish 
that  our  brothers  conceal  nothing  from  us,  especially  as  you 
called  God  to  witness  for  the  truth  of  what  you  said. 

"  Brothers  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  you  the  Mohawks 
in  ■particular :  We  apprehend  the  bird  Tskleleli  has  been 
busy  again  ;  he  seems  to  be  a  mischievous  bird,  and  ought 
not  to  be  nourished  or  entertained.  In  your  answers  to 
the  Commissioners  you  addressed  yourselves  to  the  inhabi- 
tants oi Albany,  complaining  that  they  had  taken  from  you 
two  pieces  of  land,  without  giving  the  value  of  a  pipe  of 
tobacco  for  them,  and  that  you  desired  they  would  restore 
you  to  the  peaceable  possession  of  them  ;  and  diat  the 
Commissioners  would  look  into  this  matter,  and  afford  you 
relief.  The  land  you  speak  of  we  suppose  to  be  Ticon- 
dcrogn. 

"  Brothers:  This  is  a  matter  foreign  to  the  business  wc 
met  upon,  and  we  are  not  authorized  or  rpialified  to  enter 
upon  the  subject;  it  is  a  business  that  belongs  to  the  Cor- 
poration of  Albany;  yet,  as  wc  may  be  considered  the 
representatives  of  the  people  at  large,  our  entire  silence 
may  be  construed  into  guilt  of  the  heavy  charge  fixed  upon 
us.  For  your  satisfaction,  as  well  as  of  the  audience,  we  will 


endeavour  to  show  that  the  accusation  is  groundless,  by 
a  few  remarks.  The  lands  alluded  to  are  granted  by  the 
Chaiit:t  of  Albany ;  we  never  heard  that  any  of  your  na- 
tion have  been  dispossessed  or  driven  off  those  lands,  but 
you  hitherto  have  and  still  enjoy  those  lands,  without  iha 
least  interruption. 

"  Brothers  :  As  we  observed  before,  the  matter  cannot 
properly  come  before  us,  hut  belongs  to  another  body,  and 
theiefore  the  a[)plication  to  us  is  improper.  However,  I'ive 
us  leave  to  say,  that  instead  of  complaining,  we  think  the 
Muhatvks,  if  they  considered  their  own  interest  and  that 
of  their  posterity,  and  would  be  candid,  must  acknow- 
ledge the  truth  of  the  fact,  and  rejoice  at  this  day  that 
they  have  had  such  faithful  guardians  and  trustees;  for  if 
it  had  not  been  so,  who  would  have  enjoyed  these  lands 
now?  There  have  been  complaints  concerning  this  mat- 
ter before,  and  inquiries  into  it  before  proper  tribunals  ;  and 
for  your  information,  and  that  of  the  curious,  we  refer  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  this  Colony, 
and  also  to  the  minutes  taken  on  a  conference  between 
the  Corporation  of  this  City  and  yourselves,  at  which  Sir 
William  Johnson  was  present  ;  and  therefore  return  you 
the  belt." 

To  which  they  returned  the  following  Answer,  by  Abra- 
ham, Chief  of  the  MohaivLs,  speaker: 

"  Brothers  o/"  Albany:  AVe  return  you  tlianks  for  your 
speech,  and  that  you  have  informed  us  that  the  Twelve 
United  Colonies,  by  their  Commissioners,  have  opened  all 
the  roads;  and  we  now  take  for  granted  that  the  communi- 
cation at  Fort  Stanwii  is  not  to  he  shut  up,  and  that  the 
Neic-England  people  never  will  do  it.  This,  brethren, 
has  been  the  occasion  of  some  anxiety  in  the  minds  of  the 
Sit  Nations. 

'•Brothers  of  the  Six  Nations,  attend :  you,  also,  the 
People  0/ Albany;  and  you,  the  Twelve  United  Colonics, 
by  your  Commissioners : 

''  [jast  spring  Colonel  Johnson  informed  us  that  the  Niic- 
England  people  were  near  him,  to  take  him  prisoner; 
upon  which,  we,  like  people  intoxicated,  took  up  our 
guns  and  ran  to  assist  him,  as  he  was  our  Superintend- 
ent. But,  brethren,  as  it  hajipened  in  the  manner  be- 
foremcntioned,  we  hope  you  will  look  upon  it  in  that 
light.  We,  the  Six  Nations,  have  now  made  and  renew- 
ed our  ancient  covenants.  The  proceedings  just  now  men- 
tioned have  brought  me  down.  I  have  made  a  proper 
acknowledgment  to  the  Six  Nations,  and  now  do  the  same 
to  yon  ;  and  I  hope  you  will  raise  me  up  again.  The  news 
I  was  just  speaking  of  came  not  from  a  bird,  but  from  your 
own  people. 

"Brothers  0/  Albany,  further  attend:  I  shall  only 
make  a  short  reply  to  your  speech  relating  to  the  lands  ; 
many  agreeable  things  are  therein.  You  further  say,  that 
you  never  heard  that  any  of  us  were  drove  off  those  lands. 
There  is  one  thing  which  was  not  so  agreeable ;  it  is  the 
Tskleleli.  You,  brothers,  know  how  that  matter  is  ;  and 
in  case  1  was  to  answer  that  part  of  your  speech,  it  might, 
perhaps,  draw  us  into  an  argument ;  and  as  you  are  not,  as 
you  say,  the  proper  body  to  which  we  ought  to  have  ap- 
plied, and  as  you  have  referred  us  to  former  proceedin"^, 
we  shall  close. 

'•  Brothers  f^' Albany:  We,  the  Six  Nations,  now  tell 
30U  that  it  is  at  )  our  pleasure  to  call  on  us,  and  we  will 
inform  you  of  what  passed  in  the  Congress  at  Oswego." 

Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  re- 
plied : 

'■  Brothers  of  the  Six  Nations:  We  are  now  ready  to 
hear  it,  and  should  be  glad  you  would  inform  us." 

Abraham,  the  Mohauk  Chief,  then  proceeded: 

"  Brothers  0/ Albany:  You  sent  for  us  to  inform  you 
of  what  passed  at  Oswego,  but  you  have  not,  since  we 
have  been  down,  desired  it;  we  have  always  been  ready; 
and  as  you  have  not  asked  us,  we  will  now  toll  you,  and 
think  it  our  duty,  as  we  look  upon  it  that  God  will  punish 
us,  if  we  conceal  any  thing  from  you. 

"Brothers :  The  transactions  of  that  treaty  were  very 
publick  ;  the  Shaivanesc  were  there,  and  some  from  De- 
troit. Mr.  Johnson  told  us  that  the  fire  kindled  there  was 
a  fire  of  peace  ;  that  all  the  white  people  were  the  King's 
sidyects  ;  and  that  it  seemed  they  were  intoxicated.     Mr. 
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Johnson  also  told  us,  tliat  tiie  while  people  were  all  got 
drunk,  and  that  Gods  judgment  Iniiig  over  them  ;  but  did 
not  know  on  which  side  it  would  fall.  jMr.  Johnson  fur- 
ther told  us  that  the  council  fire  was  kindled,  on  account 
of  the  present  dispute,  and  desired  us  not  to  interfere,  as 
we  were  brothers,  and  begged  of  us  to  sit  still  and  main- 
tain peace;  this  is  what  Colonel  Johnson  told  us  at  that 
council  fire.  He  also  said  he  had  his  eye  on  Mr.  A7;-A-- 
hind ;  that  he  was  gone  \.o  Philadelphia,  and  along  the 
sea-coast;  that  he  was  become  a  great  soldier  and  a  leader. 
Is  this  a  Minister?  says  he;  do  you  think  your  Minister 
minds  your  soul  ?  JNo.  IJy  the  time  he  comes  to  Fhila- 
ddphia  he  will  be  a  great  warriour,  and  when  he  returns 
he  will  be  the  Chief  of  all  the  Five  Nations. 

"Brothers:  There  were  present  five  people  of  Detroit, 
five  from  Cavghnatvngu,  and  two  of  the  Shawanese. 
Colonel  Johnson  told  them  that  by  the  time  he  returned 
from  Canada  they  should  have  all  their  men  there,  and 
lie  would  then  kindle  a  council  fire;  and  desired  them  also 
not  to  take  any  part  in  this  dispute,  as  it  was  a  quarrel 
between  brothers.  Mr.  Johnson  also  told  them  that  this 
council  fire  was  kindled  upon  peace;  and  that  it  seemed, 
by  reason  of  the  white  jieople's  intoxication,  that  God's 
judgment  hung  over  them.  He  also  told  us  that  he  was 
going  to  the  Governour  of  Canada,  who  was  of  a  different 
opinion  from  him,  but  would  talk  with  him  ;  and  further 
said  that  he  would  tell  the  Canghnaicaga  Indians  the  same 
lie  told  us;  and  for  that  purpose  desirrd  that  two  of  each 
nation  might  go  along  and  hear  it.  He  likewise  desired 
us  to  consider  which  way  we  would  have  our  trade — whe- 
ther up  this  river,  or  from  Canada.  He  at  the  same  time 
assured  us  that  we  should  not  suffer  for  want  of  goods,  as 
we  were  not  concerned  nor  had  any  hand  in  the  present 
dispute.  He  also  mentioned  something  about  the  council 
fires — he  said  there  are  two  fires  which  you  will  keep  your 
eyes  upon;  and  if  they  call  you  down  \o  Albany,  don't  you 
go;  for  they  will  deceive  you,  and  tell  you  a  great  many 
fine  stories.  We  are  very  glad  that  your  language  and 
Colonel  Johnson's  so  well  agree." 

Abraham  Yatcs,  Jin.,  Chairman. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER    TO    THE  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  INDIAN 
AFFAIRS. 

[Read  before  Congress,  September  13,  1775.] 

Ticoiidoroga,  August  31,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Captain  Baker,  of  the  unenlisted  Green 
Mountain  Boys,  having  been  heretofore  employed  by  me 
on  a  scout  to  Canada,  with  the  view  only  to  gain  intelli- 
gence, and  with  express  orders  not  to  molest  the  Cana- 
dians or  Indians,  lately  went  into  that  country,  without  my 
leave,  with  a  party  of  five  men,  and  discovering  a  boat 
manned  by  an  equal  number  of  Indians,  (by  authentick 
intelligence  sent  me  from  Canada  I  learn  they  were  o(  the 
Caughnawaga  Tribe,)  attempted  to  fire  on  them  ;  but  his 
gun  missing,  and  he  putting  his  head  from  behind  the  tree 
where  he  stood,  in  order  to  hammer  his  flint,  received  a 
shot  in  his  forehead,  of  which  he  immediately  expired. 
Upon  which  his  jiarty  fired,  and  unfortunately  killed  two 
of  the  Indians.  This  event,  my  Canadian  correspondent 
informs  me,  has  induced  some  of  the  Indians  of  that  tribe 
to  join  the  regular  forces  at  St.  John's.  What  the  conse- 
quence of  Baker's  imprudence  will  be  is  hard  to  foresee. 
It  behooves  us,  however,  to  attempt  to  eradicate  from  the 
minds  of  the  Indians  any  evil  impressions  they  may  have 
imbibed  from  this  mortifying  circumstance.  But  what 
measures  to  take  to  gain  so  desirable  an  end,  I  am  utterly 
at  a  loss  to  determine.  Perhaps  a  few  Indians  of  the  iSix 
Nations  might  be  willing  to  join  the  Army  under  my  com- 
mand, or  a  peaceable  message  to  those  of  Canada.  And 
as  this  account  will  most  certainly  reach  the  Six  Nations, 
1  believe  it  may  be  most  prudent  to  prepare  them  for 
it,  in  such  a  manner  as  you,  who  can  be  assisted  with 
the  best  advice  at  Albany,  shall  determine.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  letter,  by  express,  to  Con- 
gress, to  whom  I  would  have  wrote,  was  not  my  time  so 
wholly  engrossed  in  the  necessary  preparations  for  moving 
the  remainder  of  the  Army,  which  I  have  ordered  to  em- 
bark this  afiernoon  and  to-morrow  morning,  and  with  which 
I  propose  to  take  possession  of  the  Llc-au-Noix,  till  more 


artillery  can  be  sent  to  me,  I  having  sent  down  only  four 

twelve-pounders,  the  others  not  being  in  readiness. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  yours,  he,       t->  c- 

'  •'         '         '       Philip  Schuyler. 

P.  S.   Please  to  communicate  no   more  of  this   letter 
than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  any  body. 


Tawlus  Hook,  op|iosile  Now- York,  September  C,  1775. 

Sir:  I  received  this  letter  on  Saturday  last,  just  as  I 
was  leaving  ^/6rtny,  after  completing  the  business  with  the 
Six  Nations.  As  I  must  go  on  slowly,  I  think  it  proper 
to  send  it  by  the  post;  but  I  hope  to  be  in  Philadelphia 
by  Sunday  next,  at  (iirthest,  and  on  Tuesday  to  be  able  to 
present  to  the  Congress  an  account  of  our  proceedings. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  Tlrbctt  Francis. 

To  Hon.  .Tohn  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress. 


VOLKK.RT    P.   DOITW   TO   THE    PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 
[Rca.1,  Sepl.-mber  2.5,  1775.] 

Alban}',  September  G,  1775. 

Sir:  After  the  Commissioners  had  finished  their  treaty 
with  the  Six  Nations,  they  received  a  letter  from  General 
Schuyler,  of  which  they  sent  you  a  copy  by  Colonel  Fran- 
cis, who,  when  it  came  to  hand,  was  just  ready  to  lea\e 
this  place.  Colonel  fVolcott  and  self  thought  proper  lo 
communicate  part  of  the  contents  of  General  Schuyler's 
letter  to  the  Indians.  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  our 
speech  to  them,  in  consequence  of  it,  and  their  answer, 
and  also  their  intended  speech  to  the  Caughnawaga  In- 
dians. They  have  also  deputed  four  of  their  warriours  to 
wait  on  General  Schuyler  immediately,  and  by  his  direc- 
tion they  are  to  proceed  to  Caughnawaga.  I  am,  Sir. 
your  most  humble  servant,  ,,  ,,    ,, 

•'  '  V  OLKERT    P.    D.pIW. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


A  SjKcch  to  the  Chiefs  and  IVarriours  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, _/rom.  the  Commissioners,  in  consequence  of  Gen- 
eral Schuyler's  Letter  from  Ticonderoga,  by  express, 
dated  August  ■'jl,  1775. 

"Brothers:  We  are  now  assembled  to  smoke  a  pipe, 
and  the  subject  of  our  meeting  at  this  time  is  important 
and  affecting. 

"Brothers:  You  remember  when  wc  rekindled  the 
ancient  council  fire  at  this  place,  and  settled  all  matters, 
we  agreed  that  whatever  intelligence  should  be  received 
from  any  quarter,  and  might  be  depended  upon,  was  to  be 
disclosed  at  this  council  fire  ;  and  whenever  any  thing  dis- 
agreeable should  fall  out  beHveen  us,  the  Twelve  United 
Provinces,  and  the  .Six  Nations,  with  their  allies,  we  weie 
immediately  to  seek  measures  for  reconciliation.  Agree- 
able to  this  settlement,  we  now  inform  }ou  of  the  sad  news 
received  from  General  Schuyler,  who  is  one  of  our  body, 
and  went  from  us  the  other  day;  the  news  is  distressing  to 
us.  The  letter  from  General  Schuyler  is  this:  That  a 
party  of  five  men  went  from  Ticonderoga,  of  their  own 
motion,  without  any  orders,  towards  St.  John's,  and  in  their 
travels  along  the  lake  discovered  a  canoe  of  five  men,  and 
discerned  some  of  the  party  to  be  Indians.  The  Captain 
of  the  party,  who  went  off'  without  orders,  altem|ned  to 
fire  at  the  party  in  the  canoe  ;  but  his  gun  missing  fire,  he 
hammers  his  flint,  and  then  looks  from  behind  the  tree 
where  he  stood,  and  was  instantly  shot  in  the  forehead  by 
some  one  in  the  canoe,  and  expired  in  a  moment;  his  four 
men  then  returned  the  fire,  and  killed  two  Indians  who 
were  in  this  canoe  ;  it  is  said  they  were  of  the  Caughna- 
waga Tribe.  Tliis,  brothers,  is  the  melancholy  rows  ;  it 
is  what  we  never  designed  or  expected.  General  Schuy- 
ler, being  of  the  Commissioners,  judged  it  proper  and  expe- 
dient, for  the  preservation  of  our  covenant  chain,  that  the 
Sir  Nations  shou\d  be  immediately  acquainted  with  this  un- 
happy news;  he  hopes  you  will  compose  your  minds,  and 
consider  well  the  circumstances  of  what  has  now  happened. 
The  party  had  no  orders  even  to  go  out,  and  much  less 
any  directions  for  what  they  have  perpetrated.  It  is  far 
from  General  Schtylcr's  intention  to  pluck  one  hair  from 
an  Indian's  head,  or  to  spill  one  drop  of  Indian  blood.    He 
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therefore  desires  the  Six  i\(itioiis  lo  turn  out  one  or  two 
from  eacli  tribe,  to  go  immediately  to  Ticomleroga  and 
Cauo-hiutwdiiu,  and  assist  him  in  settling  this  matter  with  the 
Caughnawagfn,  tliat  peace  may  be  preserved  between  llie 
English  and  IntUuns,  agreeable  to  the  desire  and  direction 
of  the  Twelve  United  Provinces,  whom  we  now  represent." 
Answer  of  the  Indians: 

^•Brothers,  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Twelve  I  ni- 
tcd  Colonies,  attend:  We  take  the  liberty  now  to  instruct 
you  here  to  settle  this  unhappy  affair.  You  are  first  to 
pull  the  hatchet  out  of  the  head  of  the  deceased,  dig  up 
a  pine  tree,  and  then  throw  the  hatchet  into  the  hole;  this 
is  to  be  done  with  a  white  belt.  iJy  a  second  belt  you 
must  say  'you  cover  the  dead  bodies  and  the  hatchet  in  the 
same  grave,  never  lo  be  found  again.'  The  second  belt 
must  be  large. 

"  Brothers,  the  Commissioners  appointed  htj  the  Twelve 
United  Provinces,  attend :  As  we  had  already  got  through 
our  ))ublick  business,  and  so  happily,  every  thing  to  our 
mutual  satisfaction,  we  did  not  expect  to  be  called  together 
again.  But,  brothers,  an  affair  has  happened  which  again 
calls  for  our  publick  attention.  Accidents  will  happen  ;  it 
is  not  in  our  power  to  prevent  them.  The  occasion  of  this 
meeting  is  truly  melancholy;  yet  we  thank  you  that  you 
liave  called  us  together,  and  given  us  the  earliest  intelli- 
gence of  this  sorrowful  affair.  We  are  certainly  satisfied 
as  to  our  brother  Mr.  Schtii/ler's  disposition  towards  us; 
we  cannot  but  think  it  is  entirely  foreign  from  his  inten- 
tion that  one  drop  of  Indian  blood  should  be  spilt  in  the 
present  quarrel." 


Their  intended  Speech  to  the  Caughnawagas: 
"Brothers  o/ Caughnawaga,  attend:  We  liave  been 
upon  a  treaty  with  our  brethren,  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  Twelve  United  Provinces,  w  ho  have  sjioke 
with  us  altogether  of  peace.  Just  as  we  had  finished 
our  publick  business,  news  of  your  misfortune  reached  our 
ears. 

Brothers:  We  beg  you  to  compose  yourselves,  and  possess 
your  minds  in  peace.  We  are  assured  nothing  is  designed 
against  you  ;  what  has  been  done  was  entirely  without  the 
orders  or  even  the  knowledge  of  the  great  Warriours,  i.  e. 
the  commanders  at  Ticonderoga  or  Crown  Point.  There- 
fore, brothers,  we  hope  you  will  not  lay  it  too  much  to 
heart,  but  for  the  present  sit  still  until  the  unhappy  affair 
may  be  settled.  In  the  mean  time,  brothers,  we  do 
by  this  belt  invite  you  down  to  our  central  council  house, 
wdiere  we  will  communicate  to  you  the  transactions  of  this 
Congress,  and  confer  together  on  other  affairs.  And  for 
the  greater  despatch,  brothers,  we  desire  you  will  rise  di- 
rectly, and  send  a  few  only  of  your  people  to  our  central 
council  fire  as  soon  as  possible." 


.^.•pteiiibor  3,  ITT.'i. 

By  a  request  of  the  Sir  Nations,  this  day  made  to  us, 
we  appoint  iMr.  Dean  to  go  to  Onondaga,  to  recapitulate 
what  has  been  said  to  the  Indians  by  the  Commissioners 
at  the  council  fire  at  Albany,  when  they  shall  have  their 
great  meeting,  in  which  the  whole  Sii  Nations  shall  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission- 
ers appointed  by  the  Continental  Congress. 


rENNSVLVANIA  COMMITTEK  OF  SAFETY. 

Tiicsiby,  August  1,  177.'). 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Owen  Biddlc,  Robert  White,  Tho- 
iiins  Wharton,  Richard  Reiletj,  Benjamin  Bartholomew, 
Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Robert  iMorris,  Andrew'  Allen,  John 
Cmhvallctder : 

The  Committee  appointed  yesterday  to  borrow  a  sum 
of  Money  from  the  Wardens  of  the  Port,  report,  that  Mr. 
Peter  Reeve,  Treasurer  to  the  ^Vardcns,  will  lend  this  Com- 
mittee the  sum  of  Three  Thousand  V\\c  Hundred  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  the  Members  present  sign  a  Promissory 
Note,  payable  on  demand  to  the  said  Peter  Reeve,  for  the 
said  sum  of  Three  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Pounds  bor- 
rowed of  him  ;  which  Note  was  signed  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Coloucls  of  the  different  Battalions 
in  this  City  be  requested  to  order  a  Night  (uiurd  o\er  the 
Powder  in  the  new  Jail,  and  a  guard  on  Sniulai/s  at  the 
same  place. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  yicholas  Riddle  bo  appointed  to 
the  connnand  of  the  iioat  called  the  Franklin,  now  Imikl- 
ing  by  Emanuel  Eyres;  and  that  Captain  John  Hamilton 
be  appointed  to  the  connnand  of  the  Boat  called  the  Con- 
gress, now  building  by  Emanuel  Eyres:  and  that  (Captain 
Dougherty,  now  conjinander  of  the  Boat  Experiment,  be 
removed  to  the  Boat  called  the  Washington,  now  building 
by  Mr.  John  Wharton;  and  that  yI//(/(  Moore,  Lieutenant 
of  the  Boat  Eipcrimcnt,  be  ajqiointed  connnander  of  the 
said  Boat. 

\V,.,l,„.s(lny.  Aujiusl  :.',  177r>. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  ( 'omuiillL'r  dI' Safety:    I'rescnl — • 

Benjamin  Franklin.  Owen  IVidille,  Benjamin  Bartho- 
lomew, Francis  Johnson,  Richard  Rcilei/,  Samuel  Morris, 
Jun.,  Thns.  Wharton,  Juu.,  Robert  Morris.  Duniil  Robcr- 
deau,  John  Cadwallader,  Robert  While,  Ueor<j:c  Gray: 

Mr.  Robert  Morris  reports  tlnii  ho  lin^  received  Three 
Thousand  Five  Hundred  Pounds  from  Mr.  l\i,r  lleevr. 
Treasurer  of  the  Wardens  of  the  Lorl,  for  which  he  has 
given  a  receipt  to  the  Board. 

Mr.  George  Taylor  attended  this  ])oard,  and  oilers  lo 
make  and  deliver  Cannon  Bull,  at  the  raleof  iweiilx  Pounds 
per  ton. 

Mr.  Biddlc  is  de^^lred  to  acquaint  Mr.  Taylor  that  this 
Board  will  inform  themselves  of  the  price  that  Ball  may  be 
had  at,  but  think  tiic  price  he  mentions  is  too  high. 


Colonel  Roberdeau  will  speak  to  Mr.  David  Potts,  re- 
specting the  price  that  Cannon  Ball  may  be  made  and 
delivered  at. 

Tliurs.iay,  August  3,  177:.. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Robert  Morris,  President  of  the  Day;  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
Anthony  Wayne,  Francis  Johnson,  John  Cadwallader, 
Robert  White,  Richard  Rciley,  Benjamin  Bartholomexc, 
George  Gray,  Andrew  Allen,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun., 
Owen  Biddle,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun. : 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau  and  IMr.  Owen  Bid- 
die  purchase  twenty-eight  tons  of  Cannon  Ball,  of  the  fol- 
lowing sizes:  thirty-two  pounders,  twenty-four  pounders, 
eighteen  pounders. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Wayne,  that  any  Memhei-  who  may 
have  any  thing  to  ullur  to  this  Board  slioidd  address  the 
Chair;  which  motion  \vas  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
minuted. 

INIajor  Bayard  and  'Sh\)or  .fohnson  delivered  in  a  Memo- 
rial from  a  niunber  of  the  Committee  of  the  City,  Liberties, 
and  County  o( Philadeljihia,  and  the  body  of  Ollicersof  the 
several  Battalions  in  the  said  City,  Liberties,  and  County; 
and,  on  debate,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  objects  recommended 
in  said  Memorial  do  come  properly  under  the  notice  of  this 
Board,  and  will  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  Doclor  Franklin.  Andrew 
yl//tn.  Colonel  Cadwallader,  Colonel  W'aync,C ulonul  Ross, 
Colonel  Roberdeau,  and  Major  Johnson,  be  a  Committee 
to  prejiare  a  drauglit  of  Rules  and  Ivegnlations  for  the  good 
government  of  the  Associators  of  this  Province ;  and  the 
said  Connnittee  are  desired  to  form  a  draught  of  a  recom- 
mendation from  this  Board  to  such  persons  as  have  not 
associated,  and  who  come  within  the  description  of  the  Re- 
solves of  the  Congress  of  the  eighteenth  oi' July,  to  join  the 
Associators  without  further  loss  of  time. 

U|)on  application  of  Mr.  Robert  Encin  for  six  pounds  of 
tiiinpowder.  for  the  use  of  the  Hospital  and  Jail,  it  is  agreed 
that  he  should  have  an  order  on  Robert  Towers  for  the 
same  :  which  order  was  accordingly  drawn  and  delivered. 

Mr.  Old  n  liiddir  produced  two  Letters  from  Bucks 
Comity,  OIK;  fiom  three  of  the  Assessors  and  one  Commis- 
sioner of  said  County,  informing  this  Board  that  at  a  meet- 
ing of  Commissioners  and  Assessors,  there  appeared  a 
majority  for  not  carrying  the  Resolution  of  Assembly,  for 
providing  three  hundred  stand  of  Arms,  into  execution.    A 
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debate  arising  in  consequence  of  these  Letters,  it  was,  after 
deliberation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Commissioners  and  Asses- 
sors for  the  County  of  Bmks  be  summoned  to  appear  be- 
fore this  Board  on  JVcdncsdatj,  the  ninth  instant,  at  ten 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  at  the  Lodge  in  the  City  of  Fhiladclphia, 
and  that  each  Commissioner  and  Assessor  be  served  as 
soon  as  possible  with  a  copy  of  this  minute. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  providing  Powder, 
Arms,  &ic.,  be  desired  to  procure  from  the  French  or  Spa- 
nish fVest-lndies,  two  thousand  stand  of  good  Fire-Arms. 

Friday,  August  4,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

BenJ.  Fra/iklin,  Daniel  Robcrdcau,  Benj.  Bartholomew, 
Richard  Reiley,  Robert  White,  Robert  Morris,  John  Cad- 
wallader,  Thos.  Wharton,  iwn.,  Ant.  Wayne,  Geo.  Gray : 

Upon  reconsidering  the  Resolves  of  yesterday,  respect- 
ing the  Commissioners  and  "Assessors  of  Bucks  County,  it 
is  agreed  that  this  Board  will  stop  tl)eir  proceedings  thereon 
for  a  few  days. 

Resolved,  That  Morgan  Busteed  cast  and  deliver  to  this 
Committee  two  Howitzers,  agreeable  to  the  draught  offered 
by  him  to  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Dickinson,  Co\one\  Roberdeau, 
and  Colonel  Cadwalladcr,  inquire  of  the  Associators,  who 
have  the  Provincial  Muskets  in  their  hands,  if  they  are  wil- 
ling to  enter  into  the  service  of  this  Province  on  board  the 
boats  to  be  employed  for  the  defence  thereof;  if  they  re- 
fuse, then  that  they  be  desired  to  deliver  the  said  Arms  to 
their  respective  Colonels,  for  the  use  of  those  men  that 
may  enter  into  the  said  service. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Wheeler  make  one  hundred 
Pikes,  to  be  made  use  of  on  board  the  different  boats,  agree- 
able to  the  pattern  produced  to  this  Board. 

Saturday,  August  5,  177S. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 
Benj.  Franklin,  Robert  (Vhite,  Richard  Reiley,  Owen 
Biddle,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  George  Gray,  Thomas  fl'har- 
ton,  Jun.,  Andreiv  Allen: 

Mr.  Owen  Biddle  presented  to  this  Board,  from  Mr. 
Robert  Smith,  a  model  of  a  Maciiiue  for  lowering  and 
raising  Ballast  into  and  out  of  thq  Chevaux-de-Frise,  to  be 
sunk  in  this  river ;  fov'which  Mr.  Biddle  is  desired  to  re- 
turn to  Mr.  Smith  the  thanks  of  this  Board. 

Tuesday,  August  8,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  George  Ross, 
Anthony  Wayne,  Jolin  Cadwallader,  Robert  White,  George 
Gray,  Andreiv  Allen,  Robert  Morris: 

Mr.  Robert  Towers  attended  the  Board,  with  a  Return 
of  the  Powder  under  his  care,  by  which  it  appears  there  is 
twenty-two  hundred  and  forty-four  and  a  half  pounds  of 
Powder  in  store. 

Col.  Cadwallader  delivered  to  this  Boni-d,  John  Niion, 
Chairman  pro  tempore  to  the  City  Committee,  his  order 
to  the  Powder  Committee,  to  deliver  to  this  Board  what 
Powder  they  may  have  in  their  care. 

Doctor  Franklin  delivered  a  Letter  to  this  Board,  from 
three  of  the  Assessors  and  one  Commissioner,  which  was 
read  and  answered  this  day. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Owen  Biddle  and  Colonel  Cadwal- 
lader apply  to  the  City  Committee  for  what  Leail  and 
Flints  they  may  have  in  their  possession,  and  request  their 
account  of  the  cost  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Powder  Committee  endeavour  to 
inform  themselves  what  quantity  of  Lead  may  be  procured 
in  this  City,  and  that  they  purchase  fifty  tons  of  that  article. 

Wednesday,  August  9, 1775. 
At  a  meeting  of  ilie  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Owen  Biddle,  Robert  White,  An- 
drew Allen,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  JohnCadinillader, Thomas 
Wharton,  Jun.,  Robert  Morris,  Anthony  Wayne,  Samuel 
Morris,  Jun.,  George  Gray: 
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L^pon  the  application  of  Doctor  Franklin  to  this'Board 
for  a  quantity  of  Gunpowder,  for  the  use  of  the  Troops 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Schuyler, 

Resolved,  That  the  twenty-two  hundred  and  forty-four 
and  a  half  pounds  of  Gunpowder,  now  in  the  Magazine, 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Robert  Towers,  be  immediately 
sent ;  and  that  a  proper  team  be  provided  to  take  said 
Powder,  and  to  he  attended  on  the  road  by  Thomas  Aply, 
until  he  receive  orders  from  Colonel  Schuyler. 

Sundry  Letters  were  read,  from  York  County,  concern- 
ing the  Military  Associations,  requesting  Commissions  to  be 
sent  for  the  Otlicers  of  that  County. 

A  Letter  read  from  Carlisle,  of  the  27th  July,  directed  to 
Michael  Uillcgas,  Esq.,  and  signed  by  John  Montgomery, 
requesting  the  pattern  Gun  and  Resolves  of  the  Assembly 
to  be  sent  to  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  Cumber- 
land County. 

One  other  Letter  was  produced,  directed  to  Mr.  Hille- 
gas,  from  Mr.  Edmonds,  of  Northampton  County,  re(iuest- 
ing  the  pattern  Muskets,  Knapsacks,  and  Cartridge-Boxes, 
might  be  sent  for  that  County. 

On  motion,  it  is  agreed  that  this  Committee  meet  in 
future  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Thursday,  August  10,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Thos.  Wharton,  Jun.,  Robert  White, 
Andrew  Allen,  John  Cadwallader,  Robert  Morris,  Daniel 
Roberdeau,  George  Gray: 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  what  quantity  of 
Lead  could  be  procured  in  this  City,  report  that  they  can- 
not find  more  than  five  hundred  weight  of  that  article. 

L'pon  application  of  the  Powder  Committee  for  a  sum 
of  Money  to  reimburse  them  the  large  sums  they  are  in 
advance,  and  for  payment  of  other  their  engagements. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  Michael  Hillegas, 
Esq.,  Treasurer  to  this  Board,  in  favour  of  iMessrs.  Robert 
Morris  and  Thos.  Wharton,  Jun.,  for  the  sum  of  Twenty- 
Five  Thousand  Pounds  ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  and 
signed  by  the  President. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  procure 
Gunpowder,  &c.,  do,  as  soon  as  possible,  import  fifty  tons 
of  Lead. 

Doctor  Franklin  undertook  to  write  to  Col.  Schuyler,  to 
know  if  any  of  the  Lead  that  was  at  Ticonderoga  could  be 
had  for  the  use  of  this  Province,  and  to  request  a  supply 
if  it  can  be  spared.  

Friday,  August  11,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  George  Gray,  Owen  Biddle,  Ro- 
bert Morris,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Robert  White,  John, 
Cadwallader,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  and 
George  Ross. 

A  Report  from  Robert  Towers  was  laid  before  the  Board, 
expressing  that  he  delivered  to  Mr.  Thomas  Aply  the  quan- 
tity and  kinds  of  Powder  following,  viz  :  Musket  Powder, 
three  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds  ;  Cannon  Powder, 
seventeen  hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds — twenty-one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  pounds  of  Powder. 

Doclov  Franklin  and  Mr.  Owen  Biddle  report,  that  they 
yesterday  sent  the  above  Powder  to  Col.  S'huylcr,  attended 
by  the  abovementioned  Thomas  Aply. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Robert  Towers  be  appointed  Com- 
missary of  the  Magazine  and  Military  Stores  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  that  he  have  a  salary  of  fifty  Pounds  per  year ; 
and  that  Mr.  Andrew  Allen  and  Mr.  Robert  Morris  be 
appointcil  to  diaw  up  In»iructions  and  a  Commission  for 
him.  * 

That  the  Order  from  the  Committee  of  the  City  and 
Liberties,  to  the  Powder  Committee  of  that  Board,  be  de- 
livered to  the  Commissary;  and  that  he  take  the  Powder 
that  they  deliver  into  his  care,  and  leport  the  quantity 
to  this  Board. 

That  Owen  Biddle,  Samuel  j]]orris,  and  George  Gray, 
be  a  Committee  to  prove  the  Powder  made  by  Mr.  Lush 
and  Mr.  Oswcll  Eve ;  and  that  Robert  Towers,  Commis- 
sary, attend  them. 
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Saturday,  August  lii,  ITT"). 

At  a  meetinc;  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 
Benjamin  Frnnklin,  Owen  Biildle,  It.  Morris,  Thomas 

tVharton,  3m.,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  George  G'rai/,George 

Ross,  Robert  fVhite,  Daniel  Roberdeau. 

At  a  second  meeting  of  the  Committee,  in  consequence 
of  the  arrival  of  tliree  Ministerial  Officers  in  tlie  Siiip  Hope, 
George  Cuncin  Master,  fioni  Cork,  Present:  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Owen  BiJdle,  Dau'l  Roberdeau,  George  Gray, 
Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Andrew  Allen,  Robert  Morris,  Tho- 
nias  fVhnrton,  Jun.,  George  Ross,  Robert  White  : 

An  Order  was  issued  from  tiiis  Board  to  Captain  JVil- 
liain  Bradford,  of  the  Second  Battalion,  for  him  to  take 
into  his  custody  Major  Christopher  French,  Ensign  John 
Rotten,  Ministerial  Officers,  and  Terence  McDermott,  Ca- 
det in  the  Ministerial  Army,  with  their  attendants,  and 
brini;  them  before  this  Board. 

liesolvcd.  That  the  ineetini;  of  this  ("ommittee  he  ad- 
jom-ned  to  three  o'clock,  then  to  meet  at  Smith's  Tavern, 
where  Captain  Bradford  is  desired  to  conduct  the  above- 
mentioned  Officers. 

Aj;reeable  to  the  adjournment  of  this  day,  the  Members 
then  present  met  at  Smith's  Tavern. 

In  consequence  of  the  order  issued  to  Captain  Brad- 
ford this  day,  the  Officers  therein  mentioned  were  taken 
into  custody,  and  brought  to  this  Board,  from  Gloucester; 
aiul,  upon  mature  deliberation,  finding  that  the  said  Chris- 
topher French,  Major  in  His  Majesty's  ']\venly-Second 
Begiment  of  Foot,  John  Rotton,  Ensign  in  His  Majesty's 
Forty-Seventh  Regiment  of  Foot,  anil  Terence  McDer- 
mott, a  Volunteer  in  His  Majesty's  Army,  having  design- 
edly come  hither  with  an  intention  of  joining  the  Ministerial 
Army  at  Boston,  under  the  command  of  General  Gage, 
who  is  now  acting  in  a  hostile  and  cruel  manner  against  His 
Majesty's  American  subjects, 

It  is  Resolved,  To  prevent  the  said  Officers  and  Volun- 
teer becoming  additional  instruments  of  oppression,  that 
they  shall  respectively  sign  the  following  instrument  of 
writing,  viz : 

I,  Christopher  French,  Major  of  His  Majesty's  Twenty- 
Second  Regiment  of  Foot,  a  prisoner  in  the  power  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of  Fcnnsylvunia,  anrl 
being  kindly  treated  and  protected  by  them,  and  enlarged 
on  parole,  do  hereliy  solemnly  promise  and  engage,  on  the 
honour  of  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman,  that  I  will  not  bear 
arms  against  the  American  United  Colonies,  in  any  man- 
ner whatever,  for  the  space  of  twelve  months,  or  until  I 
may  be  exchanged  ;  nor  will  I,  during  that  time,  take  any 
measures  to  give  intelligence  to  General  Gage  or  the  Bri- 
tish Ministry,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  whatever,  relative 
to  American  affairs,  but  will  proceed,  with  all  convenient 
expedition,  to  the  camp  of  General  IVashington,  and  sub- 
inil  myself  to  his  further  directions;  and  that  1  will  not, 
directly  or  indirectly,  attempt  to  procure  any  person  or 
jiersons  whatever  to  rescue  me,  and  that  1  will  not  go  on 
board  any  British  ship  of  war  during  the  continuance  of  my 
engagement  not  to  bear  arms. 

Pliilicl.-lptiia,  August  la,  177'). 

The  above  engagements  being  drawn  up,  wore  jircscntcd 
to  the  said  Officers  and  Cadet,  and  were  approved  of  and 
signed  by  them,  respectively;  they  requesting  a  certified 
copy  of  the  same,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  delivered  them. 

Major  Christopher  French  having,  among  other  engage- 
ments, given  his  parole  to  render  himself  with  all  conveni- 
ent speed  at  the  Cam|i  of  (Jeneral  IVashington,  and  there 
to  submit  himself  to  the  disposition  of  the  said  General, 
but  requesting,  as  a  favour,  that  it  may  be  certified  in  his 
behalf  that  he  jireviously  claimed  the  being  considered  as 
no  prisoner  at  war,  he  having  come  hither  without  any 
knowledge  of  the  hostilities  between  the  Army  and  the 
peojile  oi America,  and  not  being  taken  in  arms:  We,  in 
compliance  with  his  request,  do  certify  that  he  did  make 
the  said  claim,  but  after  his  being  informed  that  hostilities 
had  been  conmienced  in  America,  he  declaring  that  if  he 
joined  his  corps  bo  should  act  as  his  superiour  officers 
directed,  his  claim  was  overruled,  and  thereupon  gave  bis 
parole  as  aforesiid. 

Dated  August  !•>.  177:-,,  and  signed  by  the  President. 

'J'herc  being  inqn.irled  in  said  Ship  Hope,  Cajit.  Caru-in, 
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the  following  packages  of  Goods,  viz :  Six  Bales  for  the 
40th  Regiment ;  two  Bales  for  do. ;  one  Box  for  do.,  James 
Morrison;  one  Box  for  45ih  Regiment,  Captain  Moore  ; 
two  Boxes  for  do.,  Ensign  Percy;  one  Valise  for  44th  Re- 
giment; six  Bales  for  22d  Regiment;  one  Ciiest  and  one 
Trunk  fordo.,  IVm.  Stapkton ;  one  Chest,  one  Trunk,  and 
one  Portmanteau,  for  do.,  George  Clighorn  ;  one  Box  with- 
out mark  or  number;  Baggage  for  Lieutenant -4rc/it6nW 
French.  Officers'  Baggage  :  Two  Trunks  and  one  Valise 
for  Major  French;  one  Trunk,  two  (.lanteens,  one  Bed-Box, 
and  one  Hat-Case,  for  Ensign  Ration;  two  Trunks,  one 
Bed-Box,  one  small  Box,  and  one  Valise,  for  Cadet  Mc- 
Dermott ;  which  Goods  being  for  the  use  of  the  Army  under 
the  command  of  General  Gage,  and  Baggage  belonging  to 
the  Officers  who  came  in  said  Ship, 

It  is  Resolved,  That  the  said  Goods,  brought  from  said 
Ship  in  one  of  the  armed  boats  of  this  Province,  shall  be 
stored  till  this  Committee  shall  receive  directions  from  the 
Continental  Congress  for  the  disposal  of  the  same,  unless 
it  may  be  thought  necessary  by  this  Committee,  before  the 
meeting  of  the  said  Congress,  to  remove  or  otherwise  dis- 
]iose  of  them  ;  and  that  this  Committee  write  to  General 
Washington,  informing  him  of  the  transactions  of  this  Board 
relative  to  the  said  Officers  and  Goods. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau  desire  Captain  Wil- 
liam BradJ'ord  to  deliver  the  Baggage  belonging  to  Major 
French,  Ensign  Rotton,  and  Mr.  McDermott,  a  Volunteer, 
when  re(juired. 

Upon  appncation  of  the  Officers  and  \'olunteer,  now  on 
their  parole,  that  they  should  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
the  instruments  of  writing  they  signed,  it  was  agreed  to, 
and  they  were  accordingly  furnished  with  them. 

Alonday,  August  14,  1TT5. 

At  a  meetlngof  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  George  Ross, 
Owen  Riddle,  Robert  llhite,  GeorgeGray,  Robert  Morris, 
Samuel  Morris,  Jan.,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  and  Andrew 
Alhn: 

Resolved,  That  liobirt  Towers  go  to  Germnntown,  and 
see  if  the  Powder  there  is  in  a  secm-e  place ;  if  it  is,  he  is  to 
let  it  continue  there,  and  report  the  quantity  to  this  Board. 

Colonel  Roberdeau,  agreeably  to  request,  inquired  into 
the  character  of  IMr.  Thompson,  and  finds  that  he  bears  the 
character  of  an  honest  man. 

Major  French  made  application  that  he  might  take  with 
him  the  packages  that  came  in  Captain  Curivin,  fur  the 
use  of  the  Twenty-Second  and  Fortieth  Regiments,  as  well 
as  those  directed  to  the  different  Officers  in  Boston  :  which 
was  refused  him,  the  same  being  included  in  the  Resolves 
respecting  the  Clothing,  &ic.,  intended  for  the  Army  at 
Boston. 

Resolved,  That  the  list  of  Medicines  recommended  by 
the  Physicians  of  the  Hospital,  that  may  be  had  in  this  place, 
be  approved  of,  and  that  Mr.  /in^s  furnish  them  for  the  use 
of  the  six  hundred  men  to  be  employed  on  board  the  armed 
boats  ;  and  that  Mr.  Bass  put  up  said  Medicines  in  conve- 
nient boxes,  and    keep  them   in   his   possession   till  furtlici 


Tuesday,  August  1.5,  17T5. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Robert 
Morris,  Andrew  Allen,  Anthony  Wayne,  George  Gray, 
Robert  White,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Owen  Riddle: 

Upon  application  of  Messrs.  Mead  iSc  Co.,  who  produced 
a  Letter  from  the  I'urscr  of  the  Nautilus  for  the  supplying 
him  with  Soap,  Candles,  and  Port  Wine,  for  the  use  of 
said  Ship,  it  was  allowed  that  they  might  supply  them  with 
the  fillowing  rpiantities,  viz  :  one  hogshead  Port  Wine,  four 
hundred  weight  Candles,  and  one  himdred  weight  Soap. 

IMr.  Owen  Biddle  produced  an  Order  from  the  City 
Counnittce,  signed  by  George  Clymer,  for  the  I^ead  and 
Flints  they  have  in  their  possession  ;  which  Order  was  de- 
livered to  the  Connnissary,  witli  directions  to  make  a  Re- 
turn to  this  Boaril  of  the  quantity  of  each  article  he  should 

ri'i-eivr. 

Capl.iin  Willincr  and  Captain  Wharton  oiXnoA  tiieir  ser- 
vices to  this  B  >ar.i,  to  aUrn  I  Major  French,  I':usign  Rotton, 
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and  Volunteer  McDtnnott,  (o  ilie  Cainp  of  General  fVash- 
ington,  on  condition  of  their  expenses  being  jiaid  ;  wliirli 
offer  was  accepted  of.  

WcdiioBiUiy,  August  IC,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  tlie  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Daniel  Robenlcau,  Anthony  Wayne, 
Thomas  IVharton,  Jun.,  Owen  Biddle,  George  Gray,  Ro- 
bert White,  Robert  Morris,  Benjamin  Bartholomeiv,  An- 
drew Allen,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  George  Ross  : 

Major  French  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  instru- 
ment of  writing  signed  by  him  the  12th  inst.,  with  the  co|)y 
of  his  request,  and  this  Board's  Resolve  in  consequence 
thereof,  of  tliis  day. 

As  it  is  thought  necessary  that  this  Board  should  have  a 
security  for  the  two  Soldiers  that  are  with  Major  French, 
he  was  desired  to  sign  the  following  engagement,  viz: 

August  16,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of  Fennsyl- 
vania  having  permitted  If'm.  GolJthorp,  a  Private  in  the 
Twenty-Second  Regiment,  and  Alexander  Allen,  a  Private 
in  the  Forty-P^ifth  Regiment,  to  accompany  me  to  General 
JVashington's  camp,  I  pledge  my  honour  that  I  will  use  my 
best  endeavours  to  surrender  them  to  the  said  General  ; 
that  I  will  take  all  the  care  in  my  power  to  prevent  their 
misbehaving  themselves,  or  giving  any  intelligence  injurious 
to  the  American  cause.  Signed, 

Chkis.  French,  Major  British  Army. 

Major  French  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  above. 

Mr.  Robert  Towers  made  a  Return  of  the  Powder  re- 
ceived and  stored,  as  follows,  viz:  From  Oswcll  Ere,  five 
hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds,  stored  in  New  Jail ;  from 
the  Committee  of  the  City  and  Lil)erties,  fifty  pounds,  stored 
in  New  Jail ;  from  do.,  eight  hundred  pounds,  stored  in 
Powder  House  ;  from  do.,  eleven  hundred  pounds,  stored  in 
Germantoum — twenty-five  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds 
of  Powder. 

A  Letter  of  Instructions  was  wrote  and  signed  by  Doctor 
Franklin,  for  Captain  Richard  ff'illing  And  Captain  JoA/i 
Wharton,  who  go  with  the  OlKcers,  taken  prisoners,  by 
stage  on  Tuesday  morning  next. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   Present — 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Anthony  Wayne,   Daniel  Rober- 
deau,    Benjamin    Burthohmeir,    Owen    Biddle,    Samuel 
Morris,  Jun.,  Robert  Morris,  George  Gray,  George  Ross, 
Robert  ft'hite,  Andrew  Allen: 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  second  Resolve  of  the 
3d  inst.,  for  drawing  up  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Asso- 
ciators,  produced  the  same,  and,  after  several  amendments, 
were  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Frid;,y,  August  l.-i,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Benjamin  Bartholomew,  Daniel 
Roberdean,  Owen  Biddle,  Anthony  If'ayne,  Robert  Mor- 
ris, Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Sa/nnel  Morris,  Jun.,  George 
Gray,  George  Ross,  Robert  White: 

The  Articles  of  Regulations,  k.c.,  for  the  Associators, 
were  this  day  taken  into  further  consideration ,  antl,  after  some 
amendments,  were  again  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Joseph  Foi,  one  of  the  Commissioners  lor  this  County, 
waited  on  this  Board,  acquainting  them  that  it  was  found 
impossible  to  get  completed,  in  any  reasonable  time,  the 
Fire-Locks  in  this  County,  unless  it  be  permitted  that  they 
make  use  of  such  Locks  as  they  can  procure. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  take  the  same  into  their  con- 
sideration.   

■■^  itunl.iy,  August  la,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   Present 

Benjamin   Franklin,   Robert    Morris,   Andrew   Allen, 

Samuel  Mo  iris,  J  u:^.,  Thomas  Wharton,  .Jan.,  Daniel  Ro- 

berdeau,  Owen  Biddle,  George  Gray,  Robert  White,  John 

Dickinson : 

Robert  Toiecrs,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  received 

the   following   articles,  which   lie    has   stored  :    Five  half- 


barrels  of  Gun|)owder,  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds;  five 
quarter  barrels  do.,  one  Imndred  and  twenty-five  pounds — 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds ;  received  from 
George  Lnsh,  and  stored  in  the  New  Jail.  Twelve  thou- 
sand Flints  and  five  hundred  weight  of  Lead,  received  from 
the  Committee  of  the  City  and  Liberties,  and  stored  in  the 
State  House. 

Delivered  an  Order  to  Mr.  Towers,  to  Major  .'i'atnuel 
Mifflin,  for  the  Powder  that  came  this  day  in  Captain  Fer- 
ris, which  is  to  be  put  into  the  Powder  House. 

Mr.  Toivers  is  desired  to  remove  the  Powder  that  is  new 
in  the  Jail  into  the  Powder  House,  and  see  that  proper 
guards  are  fixed. 

The  Articles  for  regulating  the  Associators  were  trans- 
cribed, and  this  day  read  and  approved  of,  and  are  as 
follows: 

ARTICLES   OF  ASSOCIATION  IN   PENNSYLVANIA. 

We,  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  engaged  in  the  present 
Association  for  the  defence  o(  American  liberty,  being  fully 
sensible  that  the  strength  antl  security  of  any  body  of  men, 
acting  together,  consists  in  just  regularity,  due  subordina- 
tion, and  e.xact  obedience  to  command,  without  which  no 
individual  can  have  that  confidence,  in  the  support  of  those 
about  him,  that  is  so  necessary  to  give  firmness  and  resolu- 
tion to  the  whole,  do  voluntarily  and  freely,  after  consider- 
ation of  the  following  Articles,  adopt  the  same  as  the  Rules 
by  which  we  agree  and  resolve  to  be  governed,  in  all  our 
military  concerns  and  operations,  until  the  same,  or  any  of 
them,  shall  be  changed  or  dissolved  by  the  Assembly  or 
Provincial  Convention,  or  in  their  recess  by  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  or  a  happy  reconciliation  shall  take  place  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies: 

Article  i.  If  any  Officer  make  use  of  any  profane  oath 
or  execration,  when  on  duty,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
each  and  every  such  ofJbnce,  the  sum  of  five  Shillings  ;  and 
if  a  Non-Coinmissioned  Officer  or  Soldier  be  thus  guilty  of 
cuising  or  swearing,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  each  and 
every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  one  Shilling. 

Art.  II.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier  who  shall  refuse  to  obey 
the  lawful  orders  of  his  superiour  Officer,  may  be  suspended 
from  doing  duty  on  that  day,  and  shall,  upon  being  con- 
victed thereof  before  a  Regimental  Court-Martial,  make 
such  concessions  as  said  Coiirt-Martial  shall  direct. 

Art.  III.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier  who  shall  begin,  excite, 
catise,  join  in,  or  promote,  any  disturbance  in  the  Battalion, 
Troop,  or  Company,  shall  be  censured,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  Regimental 
Court-Martial. 

Art.  IV.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier  who  shall  strike  his 
sujjerionr  Officer,  or  draw,  or  offer  to  draw,  or  shall  lift  up 
any  weajjon,  or  offer  any  violence  against  him,  being  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  shall,  upon  conviction  before  a  Re- 
gimental Court-Martial,  be  dismissed, and  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  thereby  disgraced,  as  unworthy  the  company  ol  freemen. 

Art.  v.  Any  Commanding  or  other  Officer  who  shall 
strike  any  person  when  on  duly,  shall,  upon  conviction  be- 
fore a  General  Court-Martial,  be  in  like  manner  dismissed 
and  disgraced. 

Art.  VI.  Any  Officer,  Non-Commissioned  Oilicer,  or 
Soldier,  who  shall  make  use  of  insolent,  provoking,  or  in- 
decent language,  while  on  iluty,  shall  suffer  such  censure 
or  fine  as  shall  be  inHicted  by  a  Regimental  Court-Martial, 
according  to  the  nature  oi'  the  offence. 

Art.  VII.  If  any  Oilicer  or  Soldier  should  think  himself 
injured  by  his  Colonel,  or  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Battalion,  and  shall,  upon  due  application  made  to  him,  be 
refused  redress,  he  may  complain  to  the  General  ol  the 
Pennsylvania  Associators,  or  to  the  Colonel  of  any  other 
Battalion,  who  is  to  summon  a  General  Court-Martial,  and 
see  that  justice  be  done. 

Art.  VIII.  If  any  inferiour  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  think 
himself  injured  by  his  Captain,  or  other  superiour  Officer 
in  the  Battalion,  Troop,  or  Company  to  which  he  belongs, 
he  may  complain  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regi- 
ment, who  is  to  suinmon  a  Regimental  Court-Martial,  for 
the  doing  justice  according  to  the  nature  ol  the  case. 

Art.  IX.  No  Olficer,  Non-Commissioned  Officer,  or 
Soldier,  shall  fail  of  repairing,  with  their  Arms,  Anmumi- 
tion,  and  Accoutrements,  upon  any  regular  alartn,  or  at  the 
time  fixed,  to  the   place  of  parade,  or  other  rendezvous 
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appointed  by  the  Commanding  Oflicer,  if  not  prevented  by 
sici<ness  or  some  otiier  evident  necessity,  or  shall  go  Irom 
the  place  of  parade,  withont  leave  from  the  Commanding 
Officer,  before  he  shall  be  regularly  dismissed,  on  penalty 
of  bein"  fined  or  censured,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
offence," by  the  sentence  of  a  Regimental  Court-Martial. 
But  no'  O/licer  or  Soldier  shall  be  obliged  to  attend,  to 
learn  the  military  exercise,  more  than  once  in  a  week. 

AuT.  X.  Any  Oflicer  or  Soldier  found  drunk,  when 
tinder  arms,  shall  be  suspended  from  doing  duty  in  the 
Battalion,  Company,  or  Troop,  on  that  day,  and  he  fined 
or  censured,  at  the  discretion  of  a  llegiinenlal  Court-Mar- 
tial. 

Art.  XI.  Wlialcver  Sentinel  shall  he  found  sleeping 
upon  his  post,  or  shall  leave  it  before  he  is  regularly  re- 
lieved, shall  suffer  such  penally  or  disgrace  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  a  Regimental  Court-Martial. 

Art.  XII.  Whatever  Commissioned  Oflicer  shall  be  con- 
victed, before  a  General  Court-Martial,  of  behaving  in  a 
scandalous  or  infamous  manner,  unbecoming  the  character 
of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  shall  be  dismissed  from  the 
Association  with  disgrace. 

Art.  XIII.  Every  I\on-Commissioned  Oflicer  or  Soldier 
who  shall  be  convicted,  at  a  Regimental  Court-Martial,  of 
having  sold,  carelessly  lost,  wilfully  spoiled  or  wasted,  or 
of  having  offered  for  sale,  any  Ammunition,  Arms,  or  Ac- 
coutrements, belonging  to  this  Province,  shall  be  dismissed 
such  Batialion,  Troop,  or  Company,  as  an  unworthy  mem- 
ber, and  be  prosecuted  as  the  law  directs. 

Art.  XIV.  All  disorders  and  neglects  which  Oflicers  and 
Soldiers  may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  good 
order  and  military  discipline  of  the  Association  of  this  Co- 
lony, are  to  be  taken  cognizance  of  by  a  General  or  Regi- 
mental Court-Martial,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree 
of  the  offence,  and  be  censured  at  their  discretion. 

Art.  XV.  That  on  the  first  meeting  of  every  Battalion 
after  subscribing  these  Articles  of  Association,  and  from 
thence  forward,  on  the  first  meeting  of  every  Battalion  after 
the  third  Monday  in  Sejitemljcr  annually,  there  be  chosen 
two  persons,  such  as  arc  entitled  to  vote  for  Members  of 
Assembly,  out  of  each  Comjiany  in  the  respective  Batta- 
lions, by  the  Non-Commissioned  Oflicers  and  Privates, 
whose  duty  and  oflicc  shall  be,  for  the  year  following,  to 
sit  and  join  with  the  Officers  in  Court-Martial,  which  per- 
sons so  chosen  shall  be  styled  Court-Marlial  Men. 

Art.  XVI.  Every  General  Court-Mariiiil  shall  consist  of 
tliirteen  Members,  six  of  whom  shall  be  Conmiissioned 
Oflicers,  under  the  rank  of  a  Field-Officer,  and  six  Court- 
Martial  Men,  who  shall  be  drawn  by  lot  out  of  the  whole 
number ;  and  these  twelve  are  to  choose  a  President,  who 
shall  be  a  Field-Ofllcer,  and  have  a  casting  voice. 

Art.  xvii.  Every  Regimental  Court-Martial  shall  be 
composed  of  seven  Members — three  Officers,  three  Court- 
Martial  I\len,  and  a  President,  who  is  to  be  a  Captain,  and 
to  be  chosen  by  the  six,  and  also  to  have  a  casting  voice. 

Art.  xviii.  In  all  Courts-Martial,  not  less  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  Members  must  agree  in  every  sentence  for 
inflicting  penalties,  or  for  disgracing  any  Associator;  other- 
wise he  shall  he  acquitted. 

Art.  XIX.  The  President  of  i?acli  and  cveiy  Court-Mar- 
tial, whether  Regimental  or  Ciencral,  shall  re(|uire  all  wit- 
nesses, in  order  lo  trial  of  offenders,  to  declare,  on  their 
honour,  that  what  they  give  in  as  evidence  is  the  liuili  ; 
and  the  Members  of  all  Couris-I\Iartial  shall  make  a  de- 
claration to  tiie  Preiideiil,  and  llu;  President  to  the  next  in 
rank,  upon  their  honuur,  that  ihcy  will  give  judgment  with 
impartiality. 

Art.  XX.  All  Non-Commissioned  Oflicers,  Drummers, 
Fifers,  or  others,  that  shall  be  employed  and  receive  pay 
in  any  of  the  Battalions,  Companies,  or  Troops,  shall  sub- 
scribe these  Rules  and  Regulalions,  and  be  subject  to  such 
fines,  to  be  deducted  from  their  pay,  and  to  such  ]ienakies 
as  a  Regimental  Court-Martial  shall  think  proper,  u|ion 
being  convicted  of  having  transgressed  any  of  these  Regu- 
lations. 

Art.  XXI.  All  Associators  called  as  witnesses  in  any 
case  before  a  Court-Martial,  who  shall  refuse  to  attend  and 
give  evidence,  shall  be  censured  or  fined,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Court-I\lartinl. 

Art.  XXII.  No  Oflicer  or  Soldier,  being  charged  with 
transgressing  these  Rules,  shall  be  sufl'ered  to  do  duty  in 


the  Regiment,  Company,  or  Troop  to  which  he  belongs, 
until  he  has  had  his  trial  by  a  Court-Marlial ;  and  every 
person  so  charged  shall  be  tried  as  soon  as  a  Court-Martial 
can  be  conveniently  assembled. 

Art.  xxiii.  The  Oflicers  and  Soldiers  of  every  Com- 
pany of  Artillery,  or  other  Company,  Troop,  or  party,  that 
is  or  shall  be  annexed  to  any  Battalion,  shall  be  subject  to 
the  command  of  the  Colonel  or  Commanding  Oflicer  of 
said  Battalion  ;  and  the  Oflicers  shall  sit  as  Members  of 
Courts-Martial,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Officers  of  any 
other  Company. 

Art.  XXIV.  No  penally  shall  be  inflicted,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  a  Court-Marlial,  other  than  degrading,  cashiering, 
or  fining  ;  the  fines  of  the  Officers  not  to  exceed  three 
Pounds,  and  the  fine  for  a  Non-Commissioned  Oflicer  or 
Soldier  not  to  exceed  twelve  Shillings  for  one  fault. 

Art.  XXV.  The  Field-Oflicers  of  each  and  every  Bat- 
talion shall  appoint  a  person  to  receive  such  fines  as  may 
arise  within  the  same,  for  breach  of  any  of  these  Articles, 
and  shall  direct  those  fines  to  be  carefully  and  properly 
applied  to  the  relief  of  the  sick,  wounded,  or  necessitous 
Soldiers  belonging  to  that  Battalion;  and  such  person  shall 
account  with  the  Field-Officers  for  all  fines  received,  and 
the  application  thereof. 

Art.  xxvi.  The  General  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  this 
Association  for  the  time  being  shall  have  full  power  of  par- 
doning or  mitigating  any  censures  or  penalties  ordered  to  be 
inflicted,  for  the  breach  of  any  of  these  Articles,  by  any  Gen- 
eral Court-Martial ;  and  every  offender  convicted  as  afore- 
said, by  any  Regimental  Court-jMartial,  may  be  pardoned  or 
have  his  penalties  mitigated  by  the  Colonel  or  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  Battalion,  excepting  only  where  such 
censures  or  penalties  are  directed  as  satisfaction  for  injuries 
received  by  one  Oflicer  or  Soldier  from  another. 

Art.  xxvii.  Any  Oflicer,  Non-Commissioned  Officer, 
or  other  person,  who,  having  subscribed  these  Articles, 
shall  refuse  to  make  such  concessions,  pay  such  fines,  or  in 
any  other  matter  refuse  to  comply  villi  the  judgment  of 
any  Court-^lartial,  shall  be  dismissed  the  service,  and  held 
up  to  the  publick  as  unfriendly  lo  the  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica. 

Art.  xxviii.  Upon  the  determination  of  any  point  by 
a  Regimental  Court-Martial,  if  the  Oflicer  or  Soldier  con- 
cerned on  either  side  thinks  himself  still  aggrieved,  he  may 
appeal  to  a  General  Courl-Mariial ;  but  if,  upon  a  second 
hearing,  the  appeal  appears  groundless  and  vexatious,  the 
person  so  appealing  shall  be  censured,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  General  Court-Marlial. 

Art.  xxix.  Upon  the  death,  resignation,  promotion,  or 
other  removal  of  an  Oflicer  from  any  Battalion,  Troop,  or 
(Company,  (except  Field-Ofticers,)  or  any  Court-Martial 
Men,  such  vacancy  is  to  be  filled  by  the  person  or  persons 
such  Troop  or  Company  shall  elect. 

Art.  XXX.  No  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  be  tried  a  second 
time  for  the  same  offence,  except  in  case  of  appeal. 

Art.  xxxi.  All  Officers  and  Soldiers,  of  every  Battalion, 
Troop,  Company,  or  party  of  Associators,  who  shall  be 
called  by  the  Assembly,  or  Committee  of  Safety  in  recess 
of  Assembly,  into  actual  service,  and  be  on  jiay,  shall, 
wIkii  acting  by  themselves  or  in  conjunction  with  the  Con- 
tinrntal  Forces,  be  subject  to  all  the  Rules  and  Articles 
made  by  the  honourable  Congress  for  the  government  of 
the  Continental  Troops. 

Art.  xxxii.  No  Commissioned,  Non-Commissioned  Offi- 
cer, or  Private,  shall  withdraw  himself  from  the  Company 
to  which  he  belongs  wilhout  a  discharge  from  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Ballalion,  nor  shall  such  person  be 
received  into  any  other  Company  wilhout  such  discharge. 

In  testimony  of  our  ap|iiobalion  and  consent  to  be  gov- 
erned by  the  above  Regulalions,  which  have  been  delibe- 
r.itely  rcail  to,  or  earefnily  perused  by  us,  we  have  hereunto 
set  our  hand--. 

IMoiid.iy,  August  21,  1775. 

In  Corniiiiitce  of  Safety:   Present — 

litnjamln  Frnnktin,  Diniicl  RoherJcau,  George  Gray, 
Jiohcrt  Morris,  Thomas  fVlmrton,  Jun.,  Oucn  Biddlc. 
John  Cadwalladcr,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Robert  White : 

Mr.  lioLcrt  Towers  re|)orts,  ihat  he  has  removed  the 
I'ouder  from  the  New  Jail  to  the  Powder  House;  and  that 
he  has  received  from  ^\i\]ox  Mi ffiin  the  Powder  that  came 
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by  Captain  Ferris,  which  is  stored  in  the  Powder  House, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz :  two  barrels,  weigiit  200  pounds ; 
three  and  a  half  barrels,  weight  150  pounds;  eighty-seven 
and  one-fourth  barrels,  weight  2,175  pounds;  forty-eight 
and  one-eighth  barrels,  weight  600  pounds ;  four  boxes, 
weight  100  pounds — total  3,225  pounds.  Also,  one  and 
one-fourth  cask,  part  out ;  one  half-barrel,  weight  50 
pounds — received  from  the  City  Committee,  and  stored 
in  the  Powder  House. 

A  Letter  was  received  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
Neiu-York,  dated  IGth  of  August,  requesting  this  Board  to 
lend  them  some  Gunpowder;  in  answer  to  which,  this  Board 
wrote  them  this  day,  informing  them  of  the  Powder  that 
was  sent  to  Colonel  Scliuyler;  and  if  he  had  no  occasion 
for  that  quantity,  it  was  at  their  service. 

The  Baggage  belonging  to  the  Officers  was  sent  this 
day,  by  Mr.  Voiulcgrllfs  Stage-Wagon,  for  Ncu--York, 
to  tlie  care  of  the  Committee  there,  and  is  as  follows  : 

For  Major  French,  two  Triniks,  one  Valise  ;  for  Ensign 
Rotton,  one  Trimk,  two  Canteens,  one  Bed-Box,  one  Hat- 
Case  ;  for  Mr.  AlcDcrmoti,  a  Volunteer,  two  Trunks,  one 
Bed-Box,  one  Valise,  one  Box. 

Tuesday,  August  :22,  1775. 

In  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Sainuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Owen  Bid- 
die,  John  Cadwalladcr,  Robert  Morris,  Daniel  Roher- 
deau,  Thomas  Wharton,  Junior,  George  Gray,  Robert 
White: 

Upon  application  of  the  Committee  of  this  City  and 
Liberties,  that  they  might  have  the  liberty  of  inspecting 
into  the  Goods  that  came  from  Cork,  belonging  to  the 
Ministerial  Troops,  it  was  agreed  to ;  and  in  consequence 
thereof  the  bills  of  lading  and  accounts  of  said  Goods  were 
delivered  them,  for  their  inspection  of  said  Goods. 

Upon  application  of  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Lowreij,  for  a 
quantity  of  Lead  and  Powder,  for  the  use  of  the  Associa- 
tors  of  New-Jersey,  it  is  agreed  they  should  have  liberty 
(rom  this  Board  to  purchase  five  hundred  weight  of  Lead 
in  this  City;  and  that  they  be  supplied  from  this  Board 
with  five  hundred  pounds  of  Gunpowder,  they  paying 
fifteen  Pounds  per  hundred. 

An  Order  was  accordingly  drawn  on  Robert  Towers, 
Commissary,  for  the  same,  signed  by  the  President,  and 
delivered  to  those  gentlemen. 


Wednesday,  August  23,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Robert  Morris,  President  pro  tern.,  Owen  Riddle, 
George  Gray,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  John  Cadwalla- 
der,  Robert  White,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Daniel  Rober- 
deau : 

On  motion,  an  Order  was  delivered  for  Robert  Towers, 
Commissary,  for  the  Saltpetre  purchased  from  Joseph  Sims 
by  the  Powder  Connnittee,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  Pounds 
per  hundred. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Bench  for  a  quarter-cask 
of  Powder,  an  Order  was  given  to  Robert  Towers  to  de- 
liver the  same. 

The  Boat  built  by  Mr.  John  Wharton,  called  the  Jf'ash- 
ington,  was  this  day  launched. 

Thui-sJay,  August  '^l,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   Present — ■ 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Robert  Morris,  Thomas  Wharton, 
Jun.,  John  Cadwalladcr,  Owen  Riddle,  George  Gray, 
Daniel  Roberdcau,  Robert  JVhite,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun. : 

On  application,  an  Order  was  directed  to  the  Commis- 
sary to  deliver  to  Maltheiv  Clarkson,  Quartermaster  to 
the  First  Battalion  of  Associators,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Dickinson,  nine  quarter-casks  of  Gunpowder,  for  the  use 
of  said  Battalion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Boat  built  by  Casroup  k.  FuUerton, 
and  to  be  launched  this  day,  be  called  the  Effingham. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  George  Gray  procure  fifteen  hun- 
dred Brushes  and  Priming  Wires  for  the  Provincial  Fire- 
Locks,  at  the  rate  of  three  Pounds  per  hundred. 


Friday,  August  25,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  John  Cadwal- 
ladcr, George  Gray,  Andrew  Allen,  Anthony  Jt'ayne, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Robert  White: 

Robert  Toivers  reports,  that  he  has  received  and  stored 
yesterday  the  following  articles,  viz : 

Twenty-five  pounds  Saltpetre,  from  Joseph  Sims,  stored 
in  State  House  ;  two  hundred  and  fifty  18-pound  Round 
Shot,  weight  4,500  pounds  ;  four  2 1-pound  Bound  Shot, 
weight  96  pounds;  four  32-pound  Hound  Shot,  weitiht 
123  pounds,  from  George  Taylor,  stored  in  Stale  House  ; 
eleven  quarter-casks  of  Powder,  weight  275  pounds,  from 
George  Slasher,  stored  in  Powder  House.  This  Powder 
was  made  by  George  Havener,  fiom  Saltpetre  delivered 
him  by  the  City  Committee. 

The  Articles  of  Reconuiicndalion  to  the  Associators 
were  this  dav  gone  through  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 


Saturday,  August  2G,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   Present — 
Benjamin    Franklin,    Owen    Riddle,    George    Gray, 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  John  Dickinson,  Andrew-  Allen,  Ro- 
bert White,  John  Cadwedlader,  Thomas  W'harton,  Jim.  : 

Upon  application  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 
lork  for  a  quantity  of  Gunpowder, 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  send  immediately,  on  account 
of  said  Congress,  twenty  hundred  pounds  of  Gunpowder, 
in  tight  casks,  and  that  Robert  Erwin  procure  a  Wagon 
to  transport  the  same  to  JS'ewark,  in  Xew-Jirsei/ ;  and  that 
Mr.  Owen  Biddle  see  this  done. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Fii'st  Batta- 
lion to  receive  Captain  j)/«4-/trs's  Conijiany  as  ilieir  young- 
est Company,  until  a  new  Battalion  can  be  formed. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Second  Battalion  to  re- 
ceive Captain  Semple^s  Company  as  their  youngest  Com- 
pany, until  a  new  Battalion  can  be  formed. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Light-Infantry  Com- 
pany, late  of  the  Third  Battalion,  to  join  the  said  Batta- 
lion ;  and  to  the  Battalion  to  receive  the  said  Company. 

And  as  Captain  Morgan  has  not  yet  had  a  chance  by 
lot  for  determining  his  rank,  it  is  recommended  that  nine 
papers,  numbered  from  one  to  nine,  he  rolled  up,  and  that 
Captain  Morgan  drawing  one  of  them,  the  Captain  whose 
number  he  so  tiraws,  antl  all  beluw  him,  lank  beluw  Cap- 
tain Morgan. 

That  it  be  also  recommended  to  the  Third  Battalion  lo 
receive  Captain  Henderson  s  Company  as  their  youngest 
Company,  until  a  new  Battalion  can  be  formed. 

A  copy  of  these  Resolves  were  deli\'eied  to  the  difiereni 
City  and  Liberties  Battalions. 

The  Articles  of  Recommendation  to  the  Associators 
being  taken  several  times  into  consideration,  wcie,  after 
some  amendments,  this  day  transcribed,  aj)pro\ed  of,  and 
are  as  follows : 

Rules  J'or  establishing  Hank  or  Precedence   amongst  the 

Pr-NNSVLVANtA   Assoi.  I ATOKS. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  appointed  by  the  Assembly 
of  the  Province  o(  Fennsylvania,  being  desirous  of  ]jerform- 
ing  the  im|)ortant  dtities  of  their  station  in  the  most  satis- 
factory manner  to  the  publick,  beg  leave  to  lay  before  them 
certain  Resolves  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress, 
dated  the  ISth  July,  which  have  already  been  published, 
but,  it  is  apprehended,  have  not  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
many  able-bodied  eftective  men,  aged  fi'om  sixteen  to  fifty 
yenrs,  that  luay  be  very  desirous  of  serving  their  Coun- 
try in  the  present  glorious  struggle  for  liberty,  in  the  mode 
j)oinied  out  by  said  Resolves,  which  are  in  the  following 
words  ; 

•   lu  Coiigrcss,  July  IS,  1775. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  bo  recommended  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  English  Colonies  in  North- America,  that 
all  able-bodied  efiective  men,  between  sixteen  and  fifty 
years  of  age,  in  each  Colony,  innnediately  form  themselves 
into  regular  Companies  of  Militia,  to  consist  of  one  Cap- 
tain, two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four 
Corporals,  one  Clerk,  one  Drummer,  one  Fifer,  and  about 
sixtv-eiu'ht  Privates. 
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"Thai  llio  OlFicers  of  each  ('ompany  be  chosen  by  tlie 
ro-|)eciive  Companies. 

•'That  each  SoMior  be  funiislied  uiih  a  good  Musket, 
that  will  canv  an  ounce  ball,  with  a  Uayonet,  Steel  Ram- 
1  III,  Worm,  I'liinin^'  Wire,  and  Brusii,  fitted  thereto,  a 
i'utrm'4  Sword  or  Tomahav\k,  a  Cartridj;e-Box  that  will 
contain  iwenlv-three  rounds  of  Cartridjjes,  twelve  Flint-^, 
■jn(\  a  Knapsack. 

"  That  the  Companies  be  formed  into  Regiments  or 
IJattalions,  oflicered  with  a  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
two  Majors,  an  Adjutant  or  Quartermaster. 

"  That  all  Ollicers  above  the  rank  of  a  Captain  be 
appointed  by  their  respective  Provincial  Assemblies  or 
(Conventions,  or,  in  tluir  recess,  by  the  Committees  of 
Safety  appointed  by  said  Assemblies  or  Conventions. 

"That  all  Ollicers  be  conunissioned  by  the  Provincial 
Assemblies  or  Conventions,  or,  in  their  recess,  by  the  Com- 
mittees of  Sal'ety  a[)pointed  by  said  Assemblies  or  Con- 
vention--. 

"That  all  iho  Miliiia  take  proper  caie  to  acquire  mili- 
tary skill,  and  be  well  prepared  for  defenci',  by  beini;  each 
man  provided  with  one  pound  of  fiood  Gunpoudei',  and 
tour  pounds  of  Ball,  fittetl  to  his  Gun. 

"That  one-fourth  part  of  the  Militia  in  every  Colony 
be  selected  for  iMinute-Men,  of  such  persons  as  are  willing 
to  enter  into  this  necessary  service,  formed  into  Companies 
and  Battalions,  and  their  Ollicers  chosen  and  commissioned 
as  aforesaid,  to  be  ready  at  the  shortest  notice  to  march  to 
any  ])lace  where  their  assistance  may  be  required  for  the 
defence  of  their  own  or  a  neighbouring  Colony;  and  as 
these  Minute-Men  may  eventually  be  called  to  action 
before  the  whole  body  of  the  Militia  are  sufl'iciently 
trained,  it  is  recommended,  that  a  more  particular  and  diligent 
attention  be  paid  to  their  instruction  in  military  discipline. 

"  That  such  of  the  Minute-Men  as  desire  it  be  relieved 
by  new  draughts,  as  aforesaid,  from  the  whole  body  of  the 
Militia,  once  in  four  months. 

"As  there  are  some  people  who,  from  religious  princi- 
ples, cannot  bear  arms  in  any  case,  this  Congress  intend 
no  violences  to  their  consciences,  but  earnestly  i-ecommend 
it  to  them  to  contribute  liberally  to  the  relief  of  their  dis- 
tressed brethren  in  the  several  Colonies,  and  to  do  all  oiher 
services  to  their  ojipressed  Country  which  they  can  con- 
sistently with  their  religious  princijdes. 

"That  it  be  reconnnended  to  the  Assemblies  or  Con- 
ventions of  the  respective  Colonies  to  provide,  as  soon  as 
possible,  sudicienl  stores  of  Ammunition  for  their  Colonies. 
Also,  that  they  devise  |)roper  means  for  furnishing  with 
Arms  such  efl'eclive  men  as  aie  poor  and  unable  to  fmnish 
themselves. 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  each  Colony  to  appoint  a 
Committee  of  Safety  to  superintend  and  direct  all  matters 
necessary  for  the  security  and  defence  of  their  respecti\e 
CColonies,  in  the  recess  of  their  Assemldies  and  Conven- 
tions. 

"That  each  Colony,  at  their  own  expense,  make  such 
provision,  by  Armed  Vessels  or  otherwise,  as  their  respec- 
tive Assemblies,  (Conventions,  or  Committees  of  Safety, 
shall  judge  expedient  and  suitable  to  their  circumstances 
and  situations,  for  the  protection  of  their  Harbours  and 
Navigation  on  their  Sea-Coasts  against  all  unlawful  inva- 
sions, attacks,  and  depredations  from  Cutters  and  Shins 
of  War.  ' 

"That  it  be  reconnnended  to  the  makers  of  Arms  for 
the  use  of  the  Militia,  that  they  make  good  suhslaulial 
Muskets,  with  barrels  three  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  that 
will  carry  an  ounce  ball,  and  fitted  with  a  good  Havonct 
and  Steel  Ramrod;  and  that  the  making  such  Aniis  be 
cncom-aged  in  these  United  (Colonies. 

"  Where  any  Colony  iMilitia  is  already  formed,  under 
regulations  approved  of  by  the  Convention  of  such  Co- 
lony, or  by  such  Assemblies  as  arc  annually  elective,  wo 
refer  to  the  direction  of  such  Convention  or  Assembly, 
either  to  adopt  the  foregoing  Regidations,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  or  to  continue  their  former,  as  tliev,  on  consideration 
of  all  circumstances,  shall  think  be,-t. 

"  Cuxm.Kn  Ti\oMsos,  Secretary." 

And  in  order  that  all  persons,  in  every  rank,  degree,  and 
station,  may  he  truly  informed  of  the  premises,  and  none 
heiealter  plead  ignorance,  this  Board  do  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  all  Committees  of  Inspection  and  Observation  in 


this  Province,  to  cause  this  publication  to  be  dispersed, 
read,  and  explained,  within  their  respective  Districts,  in 
such  manner  that  every  person,  capable  of  associating  for 
mutual  defence,  may  be  made  sensible  it  is  the  duty  they 
owe  to  themselves  and  Country  to  do  it  without  further 
loss  of  time. 

And  as  it  is  necessary  that  this  Board  be  speedily  in- 
lorined  of  the  number  of  Associators  in  the  several  Coun- 
ties or  Districts,  the  said  Committees  are  requesteil  to 
make  Returns,  as  soon  as  possible — first,  of  the  several 
Battalions  already  formed  ;  secondly,  of  the  several  new 
Associators  not  yet  formed  into  Battalions;  thirdly,  of  all 
such  persons,  from  sixteen  to  fifty,  their  names  and  places 
of  abode,  as  may  refuse  to  associate,  not  having  any  con- 
scientious objections,  if  any  such  there  be;  and  lastly,  of 
the  number  of  men,  in  their  respective  Di-tricts,  who  con- 
scientiously decline  bearing  arms,  with  their  names  and 
|)laces  of  abode. 

The  several  Committees  of  Inspection  and  Observation 
having  been  desired  to  make  Returns  to  this  Board,  as 
soon  as  conveniently  could  be,  of  the  several  Battalions  of 
Associators  already  formed  in  their  Districts,  are  now  in- 
fjrmed,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  mention  in  said  Returns 
the  rank  of  every  Battalion  of  a  County  in  regard  to  others 
in  the  same  County.  And  to  prevent  uncertainty  among 
the  Ollicers  of  the  (ieneral  ."Association,  respecting  rank 
or  command,  and  to  ascertain  the  same  with  i)recision,  this 
Committee,  in  forming  the  following  Plan,  (which  they 
purpose  to  observe  strictly  in  granting  Commissions,  and 
which  they  recommend  to  the  general  acquiescence  of  all 
the  Associators,)  have  had  a  regard  to  the  seniority  or  pri- 
ority of  establishment  of  the  several  Counties,  viz: 

I.  All  Ollicers  already  chosen  or  appointed  in  the  City 
and  District  o{  Philadelphia  to  take  rank  or  precedence  of 
all  other  Ollicers  of  e(|ual  dignity  chosen  or  appointed  in 
any  other  part  of  the  Province. 

ii.  All  Ollicers  chosen  or  appointed  in  Philadelphia 
County  to  take  rank  of  all  Oflicers  of  equal  dignity  chosen 
or  apjiointed  in  any  other  County. 

3.  All  OlRcers  already  chosen  and  appointed  in  Bucks 
County  to  take  rank  of  all  Officers  of  equal  dignity  chosen 
or  appointed  in  any  other  than  the  City  and  District  and 
County  of  Philadelphia. 

■1.  All  Odiceis  already  chosen  and  appointed  in  Chester 
County  to  take  rank  of  all  Officers  of  e(]ual  dignity  chosen 
or  appointed  in  any  oilier  than  Bucks,  Philadelphia  Coun- 
ty, and  Philadelphia  City  and  Districts. 

.■3.  All  Ollicers  already  chosen  and  appointed  in  Lancas- 
ter to  lake  rank  of  all  Officers  of  equal  dignity  chosen  or 
appointed  in  any  other  than  Chester,  Bucks,  and  Philadel- 
phia County,  and  Philadelphia  City  and  Districts. 

6.  All  Ollicers  already  chosen  and  appointed  in  Y'ork 
County  to  take  rank  before  Officers  of  equal  dignity  in  any 
other  than  hanc.nster,  Chester,  Bucks,  and  Philadelphia 
Counties,  and  Philadelphia  (City  and  Districts. 

7.  All  Ollicers  already  chosen  and  appointetl  in  Cum- 
berland  County  to  rank  before  Officers  of  equal  dignity  in 
the  junior  Counties  of  Berks,  Northampton,  Bedford, 
Northumberland,  and  IVestmorcland. 

8.  All  Officers  already  chosen  or  ajipointed  in  Berks 
County  to  rank  before  Officers  of  e(]ual  digniiv  in  the 
(Counties  of  Northampton,  Bedford,  Nurthundurl'and,  and 
III  stmnreland. 

9.  All  (Officers  already  chosen  or  appointed  in  North- 
amp'on  County  to  rank  before  Officers  of  ecjual  dignity  in 
B'dford,  Northuml/rrland,  and  If'estmoreland  CounUcs. 

10.  All  Officers  already  chosen  or  appointed  in  Bedford 
County  to  rank  before  Officers  of  equal  dignity  in  North- 
■uiidirrliind  and   fVestmorchind  Counties. 

I I.  All  Officers  already  chosen  or  appointed  in  North- 
umlicrland  County  to  rank  before  Officers  of  equal  dignit) 
in  iVistiiioreland  County. 

\'Z.  \\\  Ollicers  already  chosen  or  appointed  in  West- 
moreland, the  younge-t  or  last  made  (Jounty  in  this  Pio- 
vince,  yield  up  rank  or  precedence  to  all  Officers  of  equal 
dignity  already  chosen  or  appointed  in  every  other  County 
in  this  Province. 

Ki.  Where  Commissions  of  eijual  dignity  in  difTerent 
Counties  bear  the  same  date,  precedency  to  be  determined 
by  seniority  of  Counties;  but  where  they  are  in  the  same 
Count\.  bv  the  rank  of  the  Battalion. 
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14.  The  Colonels  already  chosen  or  appointed  in  the 
City  and  Districts  having  determined  their  ranks  witii  re- 
spect to  eacli  other  by  lot,  tlieir  and  the  other  Ficld-Oliicers' 
Commissions  will  be  dated  according  to  the  lot  so  drawn. 

15.  The  Colonels  already  chosen  or  appointed  in  every 
County  are  to  determine  their  rank  with  respect  to  each 
other  by  lot,  and  Commissions  for  ihem  and  their  respective 
Field-Oflicers  will  be  dated  accordingly. 

16.  The  Captains  in  every  Battalion  to  determine  their 
rank  in  Battalion  by  lot,  and  their  Commissions,  with  those 
of  their  Lieutenants  and  Ensigns,  will  be  dated  accordingly. 

17.  All  Ollicers  hereafter  chosen  or  appointed  to  have 
their  Commissions  dated  at  the  time  of  such  choice  or  ap- 
pointment, and  to  take  rank  according  to  said  dates. 

18.  All  Battalions  now  raised  to  be  completed  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  to  consist  of  eight  Companies,  ol  about 
sixty-eight  Privates  each  ;  and  one  Company  of  Light- 
Infantry  ;  and  lo  have  for  Ollicers,  a  Colonel,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  two  Majors,  a  Slandard-Bearer,  Adjutant,  Ser- 
geant-Major,  Drum  and  Fife-Major ;  and  the  Ollicers  of 
each  Company  to  consist  of  a  Ca|)tain,  two  Lieutenants,  one 
or  two  Ensigns,  four  Seigeanis,  iiaur  Corporals,  a  Drummer 
and  Fifer,  except  the  Light-Infantry  Companies,  which, 
instead  of  two  Lieutenants  and  two  Ensigns,  are  to  have 
four  Lieutenants,  the  two  yoimgest  of  which  are  to  rank  as 
Ensigns. 

19.  The  Standard-Bearer  of  each  Battalion  to  rank  as 
eldest  Lieutenant  of  the  Battalion. 

20.  All  national  distinctions  in  names  or  dress  to  be 
avoided,  it  being  proper  that  we  should  now  be  united  in 
this  General  Association,  for  defending  our  liberties  and 
properiies,  under  the  sole  denomination  of  Americans. 

•21.  Companies  to  take  post  in  their  Battalions  according 
to  tlie  date  of  their  Captains'  Commissions,  if  the  Captains 
be  present;  but  if  absent,  such  Companies  to  take  post  as 
youngest  in  the  Battalion. 

22.  No  Field-Olticers  to  have  Companies. 

23.  For  the  better  order  and  government  of  Companies 
which  may  be  raised  after  the  completion  of  the  several 
Battalions  already  formed  in  the  City  and  Counties,  such 
Companies  are  not  to  be  admitted  as  independent,  but  are 
to  be  aiuiexed  to  the  most  convenient  Battalion,  until  nine 
Companies  are  raised  to  form  a  new  Battalion,  and  no 
number  of  Associators  are  to  be  considered  as  a  Company, 
unless  they  consist  of  at  least  forty  men  ;  but  it  is  recom- 
mended, till  that  number  be  completed,  the  Associators  join 
the  most  convenient  Battalion,  and  exercise  and  do  duty 
with  such  Battalion. 

'21.  All  Battalions  now  formed,  as  well  as  those  here- 
after to  be  formed,  are  desired  to  make  the  necessary  returns 
of  their  numbers  and  Officers,  with  their  respective  ranks, 
to  the  Committee  of  their  County;  and  the  Committees  are 
desired  to  certify  such  returns,  with  the  respective  rank  of 
each  Battalion  in  tlieir  County,  lo  this  Board,  that  connnis- 
sions  may  be  issued  immediately  for  their  Officers,  in  con- 
formity with  these  rules. 

'25.  And  as  there  may  happen  occasions  wherein  it  may 
be  necessary  to  call  out  a  pan  of  the  Associators  to  actual 
though  temporary  service,  and  not  the  whole  body,  and  it 
would  be  extremely  inconvenient  and  burdensome  if  upon 
every  alarm,  where  the  assistance  of  part  only  may  be  want- 
ed, the  whole  should  come  together,  or  any  much  greater 
number  than  the  occasion  required,  and  it  would  be  therefore 
necessary  to  have  such  divisions  made  of  the  Associators 
as  that  parts,  smaller  or  greater,  may  be  distinctly  called  for, 
and  the  seivice  as  equally  and  fairly  allotted  and  divided  as 
the  nature  thereof  will  admit,  it  is  recommended  not  only 
the  Battalions  of  each  County,  but  also  that  the  Companies 
of  each  Battalion,  be  by  lot  numbered  one,  two,  three,  four, 
&ic.,  so  that  orders  my  issue  from  the  Conmiander-in-Chief 
to  the  Colonels,  either  to  march  their  whole  Battalions,  or 
to  send  to  an  appointed  rendezvous  the  first  or  second,  or 
any  number  of  Companies  that  shall  be  wanted  ;  each 
Company  serving  on  such  calls  in  its  turn,  and  for  such 
proportion  of  time  as  shall  make  the  burden  nearly  ef[ual  ; 
and  if  the  Associators  who  are  called  forth  are  not  all  yet 
provided  with  good  arms,  it  is  recommended  that  those  who 
liave  such,  and  are  not  called  out,  lend  the  same  for  that 
occasion,  at  the  risk  of  the  publick. 

L>asllv.  This  Hoard  having  drawn  uplhirty-two  Articles 
of  Agreement,  for  ihe  due  regulation  and  government  of  all 


the  Associators  in  the  Province,  which  are  published  here- 
with, they  do  reconnnend  the  same  to  be  adopted,  signed, 
and  agreed  to  by  all  the  said  Associators,  in  order  that  one 
general  system  may  prevail  in  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for,  and  the 
Recommendations  to  the  Associators,  be  published  by  Wil- 
liam Bradford;  and  that  he  print  two  thousand  of  each, 
on  good  paper,  for  the  use  of  the  Association  ;  and  Mr. 
Andrciv  Alien  is  desired  to  give  orders  for  the  same  being 
done;  and  Colonel  Roberdcau  is  desired  to  get  five  hundretl 
ol  each  printed  in  the  German  language,  for  the  use  as 
aforesaid. 

A  Letter  was  this  day  received  by  Captain  G'curge  Ord, 
of  the  Ladi/  Catharine,  from  Henry  Tucker,  Chanman  ol' 
the  Deputies  of  the  several  Parishes  of  Bermuda,  enclos- 
ing an  account  for  eleven  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds 
of  Gunpowder,  shipped  by  him  on  board  said  vessel, 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  Pounds,  fourteen 
Shillings,  and  eight  Pence,  that  currency,  with  an  account 
of  eight  half-barrels  of  Powder  on  board  said  vessel,  the 
pro])erty  of  John  Cowpcr,  of  North-Carolina,  for  which 
last  Powder  Mr.  Tucker  has  engaged  that  this  Board 
or  Mr.  Robert  Morris  will  be  accountable. 

The  Articles  for  the  good  government  of  the  Oflictrs 
and  Men  to  be  employed  on  board  the  Boats  belonging  to 
this  Province  this  day  came  untler  consideration,  and,  aiier 
some  amendments,  were  read  and  approved  of. 

The  Draught  for  the  Officers'  Commissions,  to  be  eui- 
])loyed  on  board  the  x\rmed  Boats,  was  this  day  read   and 
approved  of,  and  is  as  follows  : 
"  7'o "//(  Committee  of  Safety. 

"We,  rejiosing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your 
patriotism,  valour,  conduct,  and  fidelity,  do  by  these   pie- 

senls  constitute  and  ajipoint  you  to  be ul 

the  Provincial  Armed  Boat  called  the ,  fined  out 

for  the  protection  of  the  Pro\ince  of  Ptnnsy/voida  and 
the  commerce  of  the  River  Delaware  against  all  hostile 
enterprises,  and  for  the  defence  o{  American  liberty.  You 
are  therefore  to  take  the  said  boat  into  yoiu-  charge,  and 
carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  .  .  .  ,  by 
doing  and  performing  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  be- 
longing. And  we  do  strictly  charge  and  require  all  Officers, 
Soldiers,  and  Mariners,  under  your  command,  to  be  obedient 

to  your  orders  as ;  and  you  are  to  observe  and 

follow  such  orders  and  directions,  from  time  to  time,  as  you 
shall  receive  from  the  Assembly  or  Provincial  Convention, 
during  their  sessions,  or  fiom  this  or  a  future  Conniiittee  of 
Safety  for  this  Province,  or  from  your  superiour  officer,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war,  pursuant  to  the 
trust  reposed  in  you  ;  this  commission  to  continue  in  loice 
until  revoked  by  the  Assembly  or  Provincial  Convention, 
or  by  this  or  any  succeeding  Committee  of  Safety. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bradford  print,  on  good  paper,  i.'iic 
hundred  of  the  Commissions  for  the  Oilicers  to  be  ein]iloy- 
ed  on  board  the  Aimed  Boats. 

A  recommendation  to  the  Associators  to  make  use  cl 
Pikes  was  this  day  read  and  approved  of,  which  is  in  t!ie 
following  words  : 

It  has  been  regretted  by  some  gieal  soldiers,  particular- 
ly by  Marshal  Saxc,  that  the  use  of  pikes  was  ever  lad 
aside  ;  and  many  experienced  olHcers  at  the  present  time 
agree  with  him  in  opinion,  that  it  Avould  be  very  advan- 
tageous in  our  modern  wars  to  resume  that  weapon  ;  its 
length  reaching  beyond  the  bayonet,  and  the  compoimd 
force  of  the  files  (every  man  laying  hold  of  the  presented 
pike)  rendering  a  charge  made  with  them  unsupportable  by 
any  Battalion  armed  only  in  the  common  manner.  At  this 
time,  therefore,  when  the  spirit  of  our  ])eople  supplies  more 
men  than  we  can  furnish  with  fire-arms,  a  ileficiency  which 
all  the  industry  of  our  ingenious  gunsmiths  cannot  suddenly 
supply,  and  our  enemies  having  at  the  same  time  they 
were  about  sending  regular  Annies  against  undiscijilined  and 
half-armed  farmers  and  tradesmen,  with  the  most  dastaidly 
malice  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  the  other  Powers  o; 
Europe  not  to  sell  us  any  arms  and  ammunition,  the  use 
of  pikes  in  one  or  two  rear  ranks  is  recommended  to  the 
allention  and  consideralinn  of  our  Batlnlious.  Every  smith 
can  make  these,  and  therefore  the  Country  may  soon   In 


511 


PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY,  AUGUST,  lilt 


512 


supplied  will)  plenty  of  them.  Marshal  Sare's  direction  is, 
that  the  staff  be  fourteen  feet  in  length,  and  the  spear 
eighteen  inches,  thin  and  light ;  the  staff  to  be  made  ot 
pine,  hollowed  for  the  sake  of  lightness,  and  yet  to  retain 
a  dcree  of  stiffness;  the  whole  not  to  weigh  more  than 
seven  or  eight  pounds.  When  an  army  is  to  encamp, 
they  may,  he  observes,  be  used  as  tent  poles,  and  save 
the  trouble  of  carrying  them.  The  Committee  of  Safety 
will  supply  samples  to  those  Battalions  who  are  disposed 
to  use  them.  Eiich  |)ikeman  to  have  a  cutting  sword, 
and,  where  it  can  be  procured,  a  pistol. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  delivered  to  the 
Colonels  of  the  different  Battalions  in  this  City  and  Dis- 
tricts ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

Monday,  August  28,  1775. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present  only 
six  Members — Robert  Morris,  George  Gray,  Daniel 
Hoberdeau,  Owen  Biddle,  Thomas  Wharton,  and  liobert 
White. 

Mr.  Robert  Towers  reports  that  he  has  received  from 
Mr.  Robert  Morris,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  of  Gunpowder,  which  is  put  in  the  Powder  House. 
Mr.  Towers  repoits  that  he  delivered  two  thousand  and 
twelve  pounds  of  Gunpowder  to  Robert  Erwin ;  and  Mr. 
Owen  Riddle,  that  the  said  Powder  went  yesterday  for 
iWii'arAr,  for  account  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Nezv- 
York,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  26tli  Inst. 

Tuesday,  August  29,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Robert  Morris,  President  pro  tern.,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 

Robert  White,  Owen  Biddle,  George  Ross,  George  Gray, 

Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Antliony  IVaync,  John  Cadival- 

lader: 

This  Board  ihouglit  proper  to  reconsider  the  Articles 
for  the  government  of  the  Ollicers  and  Men  to  be  employ- 
eil  on  board  the  Provincial  Armed  Boats,  and  after  some 
amendments,  were  ordered  to  be  transcribed  for  the  press; 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  are  as  follows; 

In  Committee  of  Safety  for  Pennsylvania. 

Whereas  the  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  proceedings  of  the 
British  Ministry,  in  attempting  to  reduce  the  good  people 
of  America  into  a  state  of  abject  slavery  and  vassalage, 
has  met  with  a  righteous  and  spirited  opposition  from  the 
Twelve  United  Colonics,  by  their  Delegates  in  Congress  ; 
who,  by  their  Resolves  of  the  18th  oi  July,  recommended 
to  the  Assemblies  or  Conventions,  or,  in  their  recess,  to  the 
Committees  of  Safety,  to  devise  and  provide  such  means 
for  defending  the  lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  of  their 
respective  inhabitants,  as  may  to  them  seem  best ;  in  com- 
pliance with  this  recommendation,  and  in  consequence  of 
the  powers  vested  in  this  Conmiiltec  by  Resolves  of  the 
Assembly  of  this  Province,  they  have  caused  sundry  Boats 
to  be  built  and  armed  for  the  defence  of  the  same  and  the 
protection  of  its  commerce;  which  boats  being  now  ready 
for  service,  it  remains  that  they  be  immediately  manned 
and  equipped  :  Therefore,  to  encourage  good  and  brave  men 
to  engage  freely  in  this  glorious  service,  the  following  Rules 
and  Regulations  are  ollered  by  the  said  Committee  : 

1.  All  Ollicers  and  Privates,  in  or  belonging  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Armed  Boats,  being  guilty  of  profane  oaths,  cursing, 
drunkenness,  or  other  scandalous  actions,  shall  incur  such 
punishment  as  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  ollence  shall 
deserve,  at  the  discretion  of  a  Court-Martial. 

2.  Any  Olficcr  or  Private  who  shall  strike  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, or  other  his  supeiiour  Oliicer,  or  draw  or 
offer  to  draw  or  lift  up  any  weapon  or  use  any  violence 
against  him,  or  shall  behave  himself  with  contempt  or 
disrespect  to  him,  them,  or  either  of  them,  being  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  office,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the 
nature  of  his  offence,  at  the  discretion  of  a  Couit-Martial. 

3.  If  any  person  in  or  belonging  to  the  Provincial  Armed 
Boats  shall  raise,  or  endeavour  to  raise,  a  mutiny,  on  any 
pretence  whatever,  or  shall  flisobey  any  lawful  commands 
of  his  superiour  Oliicer,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof, 
suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  bv  a  Court- 
Manial. 

•1.   Any  Oliicer  or  Private  who  shall,  without  leave  of 


his  commanding  Officer,  absent  himself  from  the  Boat  or 
other  Vessel  to  which  he  belongs,  or  from  any  detachment 
of  the  same,  or  shall  advise  or  persuade  any  other  Officer 
or  Private  so  to  do,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a 
Court-Martial. 

5.  Every  person  in  the  Fleet  who  shall  mutiny  in  the 
time  of  action,  or  who,  through  cowardice,  disaffection,  or 
negligence,  shall  at  such  time  withdraw  or  keep  back,  or 
not  come  into  the  fight  or  engagement,  or  shall  not  do  his 
utmost  to  take  or  destroy  any  Ship,  Boat,  or  other  Vessel, 
which  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  engage,  or  shall  endeavour  to 
persuade  or  deter  others  from  doing  their  duty  at  such  time, 
shall  suffer  death. 

6.  Every  person  who  shall  desert  to  the  enemy,  or  shall 
entice  others  so  to  do,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other 
punishment  as  the  circumstances  of  the  offence  shall  de- 
serve, and  a  Court-Martial  think  fit. 

7.  Any  Officer  or  Private  who  shall  be  convicted  of  hold- 
ing any  correspondence  with,  or  giving  intelligence  to  the 
enemy,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  shall  suffer  death,  or 
such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  a  Court- 
Martial. 

8.  Every  Officer  or  Private  who  shall  be  convicted  of 
having  designedly  or  carelessly  wasted  or  embezzled  the 
Ammunition,  Arms,  Stores,  or  Provisions,  belonging  to  any 
of  the  Boats,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  a  Court-Mar- 
tial shall  think  proper  for  the  offence. 

9.  Whatever  Officer  shall  be  found  drunk  on  guard  or 
under  arms,  shall  be  cashiered  ;  and  any  Private  so  offend- 
ing shall  be  punished,  at  the  discretion  of  a  Court-Martial. 

10.  No  person  in  or  belonging  to  the  Provincial  Armed 
Boats  shall  sleep  upon  his  watch  or  forsake  his  post,  on 
pain  of  such  punishment  as  a  Court-Martial  shall  think  fit 
to  impose. 

11.  Any  Officer  or  Private  who  shall,  by  discharging 
Fire-Arms,  beating  of  Drums,  or  by  any  other  means,  occa- 
sion false  alarms,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be 
inflicted  by  a  Court-Martial. 

12.  All  Officers,  of  what  condition  soever,  shall  have 
power  to  part  and  quell  all  quarrels,  affrays,  and  disorders, 
though  the  persons  concerned  should  belong  to  another 
Boat,  and  order  Officers  to  be  arrested,  and  Non-Commis- 
sioned  Officers  or  Privates  to  be  confined,  till  their  proper 
superiour  Ollicers  shall  be  acquainted  therewith  ;  and  who- 
ever shall  refuse  to  obey  such  Officer,  though  of  an  inferiour 
rank,  or  shall  draw  his  sword,  or  lift  any  weapon  against 
him,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  Court-Martial. 

13.  If  any  inferiour  Officer  or  Private  shall  think  him- 
self wronged  by  the  Commander  of  the  Boat  to  which  he 
belongs,  he  may  apply  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  who  is 
to  redress  his  grievance. 

14.  All  Officers  shall  take  rank  from  the  date  of  their 
commissions. 

15.  All  Ships  and  other  Vessels,  and  their  Cargoes,  Am- 
munition, Artillery,  Clothing,  or  other  articles,  taken  from 
the  enemy,  shall  be  disposed  of  or  distributed  as  the  Pro- 
vincial Assembly  shall  hereafter  think  proper. 

16.  If  any  Officer  or  Private  shall  commit  any  crime 
deserving  punishment,  he  shall,  by  his  commanding  Officer, 
be  put  under  arrest,  if  an  Officer,  or  if  a  Non-Commis- 
sioned  Officer  or  Private,  be  put  in  confinement,  till  he  shall 


w  proper  au- 


be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  or  di: 
thority. 

17.  If  any  Officer  under  arrest  shall  leave  his  confine- 
ment befoic  he  is  set  at  liberty  by  the  Officer  who  confined 
him,  or  by  |)roper  authority,  he  shall  be  cashiered. 

18.  Any  Officer  who  shall  presume  to  discharge  any 
prisoner  committed  to  his  charge,  without  proper  authority 
for  so  doing,  or  shall  suffer  any  prisoner  to  escape,  shall  be 
punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  Court-Martial. 

19.  If  any  Commissioned  Officer  shall  be  convicted  be- 
fore a  Court-Martial  of  behaving  in  a  scandalous,  infamous, 
cruel,  oppressive,  or  fraudulent  manner,  unbecoming  the 
character  of  an  ofticer,  he  shall  be  dismissed  from  service. 

20.  All  crimes  not  capital,  and  all  disorders  and  neglect 
which  Officers  and  Privates  may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  good  order  and  military  discipline,  though  not 
mentioned  in  these  Articles,  shall  be  taken  notice  of  by  a 
Court-Martial,  and  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
olibnco. 

21.  No   person  to  be  sentenced  by  a  Court-Martial  to 
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suffer  death,  excejjt  in  the  cases  expressly  mentioned  in  tiio 
foregoing  Articles;  nor  siiail  any  other  punishment  be  in- 
flicted, at  the  discretion  of  a  Court-Martial,  other  than  de- 
grading, cashiering,  drumming  out  of  the  Fleet,  whipping 
not  exceeding  thirty-nine  lashes,  fine  not  exceeding  two 
months'  pay,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  month. 

22.  The  Commanding  Officer  of  each  Boat  shall  appoint  of  the  Com 
some  suitable  person  to  receive  all  such  fines  as  may  arise 
within  the  same,  for  breach  of  any  of  these  Articles;  which 
fines  shall  be  accounted  for  to  the  Assembly  or  Committee 
of  Safety,  and  by  them  be  appropriated  for  the  relief  of 
the  maimed  and  disabled  in  the  service,  and  the  support  of 
the  widows  and  lamilies  of  such  as  may  be  killed. 

23.  IVo  Court-Martial,  for  the  trial  of  offences  under 
the  degree  of  capital,  shall  consist  of  less  than  five  Officers, 
except  in  cases  where  that  number  cannot  conveniently  be 
assembled,  when  three  may  be  sufficient,  who  are  to  de- 
termine on  the  sentence  by  a  majority  of  voices  ;  and  in 
all  trials  for  capital  ollences  the  Court-INlartiLil  shall  be  com- 
posed of  thirteen  Members,  and  the  sentence  be  determined 
by  at  least  two-thirds. 

24.  All  persons,  belonging  to  the  Boats,  called  as  wit- 
nesses in  any  case  before  a  Court-Martial,  who  shall  refuse 
to  attend  and  give  evidence,  shall  be  punished  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  Court-Martial. 

25.  All  Members  of  a  Court-Martial  are  to  behave  with 
calnmess,  decency,  and  impartiality,  and  in  giving  their 
votes  are  to  begin  with  the  youngest  or  lowest  in  commis- 
sion ;  and  all  Officers  of  different  Boats  are  to  rank  in 
Court-Martial  according  to  their  commissions. 


Resolved,  That  Robert  Pomeroy  be  appointed  a  Lieu- 
tenant on  board  one  of  the  Armed  Boats. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Nathan  Boi/ce  be  appointed  Lieu- 
tenant on  board  the  Armed  Boat  ^f'asAw^fon,  commanded 
by  Captain  Dougherty. 

Resolved,  That  William  Bradford  print  three  thousand 
ions  for  the  Officers  of  the  Association. 


W,-,ln.-B.lay,  August  30, 

ecting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :   Present- 


Rohert  Morris,  President  pro  tempore,  Owen  Biddle, 
Anthony  fVayne,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Robert  White, 
George  (.iray,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  George  Ross: 

A  Letter  was  this  day  received  from  Abraham  Yates, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  o( Albany,  dated  21st  instant, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  twenty-four  hundred  pounds 
of  Gunpowder  sent  by  this  Board,  for  the  use  of  General 
Schuyler,  the  10th  instant,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Aply. 

Colonel  Roberdeau  and  Captain  White,  at  the  request  of 
the  Artillery  Officers,  have  examined  the  Carriages  of  the 
Field-Pieces,  and  are  of  opinion  they  should  be  altered  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  one  that  has  been  done  by  direc- 
tion of  Capt.  Moulder.  Major  Samuel  Mifflin  is  requested 
to  see  that  the  said  alterations  be  made  in  the  Field-Car- 
riages. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Ross  and  Captain  White  be  a 
Committee  to  draw  up  Instructions  for  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  and  the  Captains  of  the  Boats,  a  list  of  Warrant 


26.   All  Members  sitting  in  a  Court-Martial    shall  be     Officers,  and  pay  of  Officers  and  Men. 


sworn  or  affirmed  by  the  President  of  said  Court,  which 
President  shall  himself  be  sworn  or  affirmed  by  the  Officer 
next  in  rank  in  said  Court ;  the  Oath  or  Affirmation  to  be 
administered  previous  to  their  proceeding  to  the  trial  of  any 
offender,  in  form  following,  viz:  "  You,  A  B,  swear  (or 
affirm)  that  you  will  well  and  truly  try,  and  impartially  de- 
termine, the  cause  of  the  prisoner  now  to  be  tried,  accord- 
ing to  the  Rules  framed  for  the  regulation  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Fleet."     If  an  Oath,  add  "So  help  you  God." 

27.  The  President  of  the  Court-Martial  shall  administer 
the  following  Oath  or  Affirmation  to  all  persons  called  to 
give  evidence  :  "  You  swear  (or  affirm)  that  the  evidence 
you  shall  give,  in  the  cause  now  trying,  shall  be  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth."  If  an  Oath, 
add  "So  help  you  God." 

28.  IN'o  |)erson  shall  suffer  death,  agreeable  to  the  sen- 
tence of  a  Court-Mattial,  (except  in  the  cases  mentioned 
in  the  fifth  Article,)  till  the  sentence  is  confirmed  by  the 
Assembly,  or,  in  their  recess,  by  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

29.  The  Commander  of  each  Boat  shall,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  every  month,  make  a  faithful  Return  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  the  men  employed  in  his  Boat,  to  be 
signed  by  himself,  and  upon  being  convicted  of  having  made 
a  false  Return,  shall  be  discharged  from  the  service;  and 
if  he  neglect  to  make  a  Return  within  the  month,  shall  be 
fined  at  the  discretion  of  said  Committee. 

30.  No  Officer  or  Private  shall  be  tried  a  second  time 
for  the  same  offence. 

We,  the  underwritten,  having  seen  and  distinctly  heard 
the  foregoing  Articles  read,  and  fully  understanding  the 
contents  thereof,  do  freely  and  voluntarily  subject  ourselves 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Biddle  draw  up  a 
plan  for  supplying  and  regulating  the  Provisions  for  Boats' 
crews. 

Resolved,  That  the  Boat  built  by  Mr.  Marsh  be  called 
the  Warren. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Allen  Moore  be  removed  from 
the  Armed  Boat  called  the  Kvperiment,Xo  the  command  of 
the  Boat  called  the  EJingham. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau  provide  forty  Pikes 
for  the  use  of  the  Associators. 

Thursday,  August  31,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:    Present — 

Robert  Morris,  President  pro  tempore,  Daniel  Rober- 
deau, John  Cadwallader,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Owen 
Biddle,  George  Ross,  Robert  IVhite,  George  Gray: 

Mr.  Morris  produced  a  Letter  from  Doctor  Franklin, 
dated  Brunswick,  29th  inst.,  informing  that  in  consequence 
of  four  wagon  loads  of  Powder  being  gone  to  New-York 
from  another  quarter,  he  had  ordered  the  wagon  load  sent 
from  this  Board  the  27th  inst.,  for  the  Provincial  Congress 
oi  Neiv-York,  to  return  back;  and  Mr.  Morris  has  given 
directions  to  the  Commissary  to  receive  and  store  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  ./«mcs  Montgomery  be  appointed  to  the 
command  of  one  of  the  Armed  Boats. 

Resolved,  That  the  Members  of  this  Board  w  ho  go  down 
to  Gloucester  on  Friday  or  Saturday  next,  be  a  Committee 
to  inform  Mr.  Joseph  Ilugg  that  this  Board  will  supply  liiin 
with  a  Boat,  and  Cannon  for  the  same,  and  commission 


to  all  and  every  of  the  rules,  regulations,  and  restrictions      him  as  commander  of  her,  provided  the  Province  of  Neiv- 


therein  contained.  In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto 
subscribed  our  names. 

The  Officers  and  Privates  to  enter  into  the  service  for 
two  months,  and  until  they  shall  be  dischargeil  by  the  As- 
sembly or  Committee  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  William  Bradford  print,  on  good  paper, 
one  hundred  of  the  Articles  for  the  government  of  the  Olli- 
cers  and  Men  to  be  employed  on  board  the  Armed  Boats. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Towers  provide  twenty  rounds  of  Car- 
tridges for  each  of  the  following  Field  Pieces,  to  wit :  two 
Twelve  Pounders  and  four  Six  Pounders,  and  forty  rounds 
of  Cartridges  for  the  Great  Guns  of  the  Armed  Boats,  con- 
sisting of  one  Thirty-Two  Pounder,  four  Twenty-Four 
Pounders,  and  eight  Eighteen  Pounders.  And  that  he  pro- 
cure a  Mould  for  the  Fire-Locks,  for  the  use  of  the  Boats,  Brunswick  by  Dr.  Franklin,  amounting  to  two  thousand 
and  cast  twelve  hundred  Balls,  and  fill  the  Cartridges  for  the  and  twelve  pounds, 
same. 
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.Jersey  will  man,  pay,  and  victual  said  Boat. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Owen  Biddle  procure  for  this  Board 
a  Seal,  about  the  size  of  a  dollar,  with  a  cap  of  Liberty  and 
a  motto,  "This  is  my  light,  and  I  will  defend  it,"  inscribed 
with  "Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety,  1775." 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  Armed  Boats  be  provided 
with  two  Brass  Patereroes,  and  that  Captain  White  procuie 
tlie  same. 

Robert  Toiyer^,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  received 
and  stored  from  the  City  Committee,  per  the  hands  of  Thos. 
Barclay,  ninety-four  hundred  weight,  three  quarters,  and 
twenty  pounds  of  Lead  ;  and  that  he  has  received  from 
Robert  Erwin  the  Powder  that  was  intended  for  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  New- York,  which  was  sent  back  from 
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NEW.HAMPSniRE  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

Tuesdiy,  August  i'i,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted  and  Jiesolved,  That  whereas  this  Congress,  on 
the  fifth  (lav  of  July  last,  ordered  the  Receiver-General  to 
issue  liis  Notes  of  Hand  for  Eight  Tliousand  Pounds, 
to  be  paid,  with  six  per  cent,  interest,  at  certain  times 
tlierein  liniilud  :  And  whereas  the  (Continental  Congress, 
and  several  of  tiie  General  Courts  and  Congresses  of  the 
United  Colonies,  have  issued  their  Bills,  payable  at  cer- 
tain periods,  without  interest ;  and  it  now  appearing  that 
said  Bills  or  Notes  will  answer  all  the  inlcniions  of  their 
being  issued  as  well  w  ithout  interest  as  with  :  Therefore, 

Voted,  That  the  Receiver-General  immidiaiely  issue 
liis  Notes,  as  aforesaid,  in  the  same  manner  as  directed  in 
said  Vole,  excepting  their  carrying  interest,  which  is  to  be 
omitted  ;  and  that  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  afore- 
said Vote,  to  get  said  Notes  struck  oil',  conform  themselves 
to  this  determination. 

Adjourned  till  to-morruw  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  August  i23,  1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

J'oitd,  To  send  only  one  Delegate  more,  for  this  Colo- 
ny, to  the  Continental  Congress  at  PhiUidtlphia,  to  attend 
the  same  with  Captain  John  Lnngdon,  our  other  Delegate, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  liiis  Colony. 

J'uted,  That  Jos'uih  liartktt,  Escj.,  be  our  Delegate  at 
the  said  Continental  Congress. 

V„ted,  That  the  Hon".  Mcshech  U'cnrc,  Josinh  Bart- 
klt,  Maltheiv  Thornton,  Ebenczer  T/iompson,  and  William 
IVIiipple,  Esquires,  be  a  Conmiittee  to  draw  up  instruc- 
tions for  our  Delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  Petition  of  Hugh  Tiillunt,  being  read  and  consi- 
dered, was  referred  to  the  Committees  of  Safety  of  Salem, 
Pdham,  and  Nottingham- IVtat. 

Voted,  That  all  Men  in  this  Colony,  from  sixteen  to 
fifty  years  of  age,  be  formed  into  Regiments  and  Comjia- 
nies,  according  to  the  reconnuendaiion  of  tlie  Conlinenlal 
Congress. 

J'oted,  That  the  Regiments  or  Battalions  of  Militia  in 
this  Colony  consist  of  the  same  limits  as  when  last  com- 
missioned, until  further  orders  of  this  Congress. 

Voted,  That  the  Delegates  of  llie  several  and  respective 
Towns  and  places  within  the  limits  of  each  Regiment 
consult  together  and  recommend  to  this  Congress  three 
persons,  as  suitable,  in  their  opinion,  either  of  them,  to  be 
Colonel  of  their  respective  Regiments,  if  elected  by  the 
Congress;  and  in  like  manner  for  their  Lieutenant-Colonels 
and  Majors. 

Whereas  the  RegimcLit  lately  commanded  by  Colonel 
Josiah  IVillard  appears  to  be  large,  and  suthcient  to  be 
divided  in  two,  and  the  peojile  of  that  Regiment  being 
desirous  thereof:  Therefore  it  is 

Voted,  That  the  said  Regiment  be  divided  into  two,  and 
commissionated  accordingly;  and  that  the  first  contain  the 
Towns  of  Winchester,  Hinsdale,  Westmoreland,  Chester- 
field, Richmond,  Stranzci/,  Keene,  Surrij,  and  Gilsum;  and 
that  the  oilier  contain  the  Towns  of  Charleston-n,  fl'al- 
pole,  Claremont,  Neirporl,  Unity,  Acxcorth,  Savile,  Al- 
stead,  Lempster,  and  Marloiv. 

Voted,  Tliat  this  Congress  shall  determine  what  AN'ages 
each  Member  shall  receive  of  his  constituents,  for  his  ser- 
vice in  Coni;iess. 

Voted,  That  the  Wages  shall  be  six  Shillings  per  (h\y. 

J'oted,  That  Mr.  Secretary  Thompson  be  j)aid,  out  of 
the  Publick  Treasury,  six  Shillings  per  day,  for  his  services 
to  this  Congress,  as  Secretary. 

Voted,  That  all  the  Members  of  the  present  Congress 
be  jtaid  for  their  service  in  attending  the  same,  from  the 
time  of  the  commencement  thereof  until  their  dissolution, 
by  their  several  and  lespective  constituents;  and  that  each 
Member  be  paid,  out  of  the  Publick  Treasury,  by  the  Re- 
ceiver-General, two  Pence  per  mile  for  travelling  to  and 
from  this  Congress  to  their  several  places  of  abode,  and  for 
every  time  of  their  adjournment  for  a  longer  time  than  from 
Saturday  to  Monday — their  travel  to  be  certified  by  the 
Secretary. 

The  Petition  of  James  Gilmorc  being  reail  and  considered, 


It  is  ordered  by  this  Congress,  That  the  said  James 
Gilmore  be  liberated  from  his  confinement,  and  that  he 
appear,  to  be  heard  and  tried  before  this  Congress,  on  the 
second  day  of  their  sitting  after  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
this  instant ;  and  that  Aaron  Iluycs,  named'  in  said  Peti- 
tion, be  notified  to  appear  on  said  day,  and  prosecute  his 
complaint  against  said  Gilmore.  And  Captains  Stephtn 
Kveins  anil  Shadrach  llodgdon  recognise  to  this  ConL'ress, 
in  the  sum  of  twenty  Pounds,  for  the  appearance  of  the 
said  Gilmore  on  said  day. 

Voted,  That  all  such  persons  as  were  heretofore  ex- 
cused, by  the  law  of  this  Province,  from  training  on  publick 
training  days,  be  excused  from  training,  according  to  said  law. 
Voted,  ThaX  there  be  paid,  by  the  Receiver-General,  to 
Josiah  liartlett,  Esq.,  one  of  our  Delegates  appointed  to 
represent  us  at  the  Continental  Congress,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  Pounds,  lawful  money,  out  of  the  Pub- 
lick Treasury,  to  be  by  him  accounted  for. 

J'oted,  That  Nathaniel  Fulsom,  Esq.,  be  the  General 
Officer  over  the  Militia  in  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  Captain  II  illiam  Whipple  be  ap|)oinled 
Colonel  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony, 
and  Joshua  Wentworth,  Ksi.\.,  his  Lieutenant-Colonel,  i^t>i- 
jarnin  Parker  his  First  Major,  and  Ephraim  Pickering  his 
Second  Major. 

J'oted,  That  Captain  Stephen  Evans  be  appointed  Colo- 
nel of  the  Second  Regiment  in  this  Colony,  and  Samuel 
Chesely  his  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Joshua  Wingatt  his  First 
Major,  and  Paul  Wentworth  his  Second  Major. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Jonathan  ]\loulton  be  Colonel  of 
the  Third  Regiment  of  Mililia  in  this  Colony,  and  Chris- 
topher  Toppan,  Esq.,  his  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  John 
Lane,  Esq.,  his  First  Major. 

J'oted,  That  Colonel  Nicholas  Gilman  be  appointed 
Colonel  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony, 
and  Ca|)t.  Jeremiah  Folsom  his  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Lieu- 
tenant Thomas  Bartlctt  his  First  Major,  and  Cajuain  Ste- 
phen  Clark  his  Second  Major. 

J'oted,  That  Col.  Jos.  Dartlett  be  appointed  Colonel 
of  the  Regiment  late  commanded  by  Colonel  Jonathan 
Gretly,  and  Jacob  Gale,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Joseph 
Welch,  Esq.,  his  First  Major,  and  Lieutenant  John  Web- 
ster his  Second  Major. 

J'oted,  That  Col.  Joseph  Badger  be  appointed  Colonel 
of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  lately  commanded  by  himself, 
and  Ebenezer  Smith,  Esq.,  his  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Cap- 
tain David  Copp  his  First  Major,  and  Captain  Bradbury 
Richardson  his  Second  Major. 

J'oted,  That  Capt.  Daniel  Moore  be  appointed  Colonel 
of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  lately  commanded  by  Colonel 
John  Gaffe,  and  David  Gilman  his  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
iMoses  Kelly  his  First  Major,  and  Samuel  Page  his  Second 
Major. 

/  'otcd.  That  Thomas  Stickney,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Colo- 
nel of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  lately  commanded  by  Colonel 
McMillan,  Captain  Henry  Gerrish  his  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Nathan  Batchelder,  Esq.,  his  First  Major,  and  Isaac  Chan- 
dler his  Second  Major. 

J'oted,  That  Samuel  Ashley,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Colo- 
nel of  the  first  ])art  of  the  Regiment  lately  commanded  by 
Colonel  Josiah  IVillard,  and  Captain  Joseph  Hammond  his 
Lieulenant-Colonel,  Isaac  Butler  field  his  First  Major,  and 
Timothy  Ellis  his  Second  Major! 

J'oted,  That  Benjamin  Belluirs  be  appointed  Colonel  of 
the  second  jiait  of  the  Regiment  lately  commanded  by 
Colonel  Willard,  and  Samuel  Hunt,  Esq.,  his  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  William  Haywood  his  First  Major,  and  JoAn  Bel- 
lou-s  his  Second  Major. 

J'oted,  That  CoKmel  Darid  Hobart  be  a])pointed  Colo- 
nel of  the  Regiment  lately  commanded  by  Colonel  John 
Fenton,  and  David  Webster,  Escj.,  his  Lieutenant-Colonel. 
J'oted,  That  Israel  Morey,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Colonel 
of  the  Re<,'im<M)t  lately  commandecl  by  Colonel  John  Hard, 
and  Charhs  Johnson,  Esq.,  his  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Jona- 
than i'hihl  his  First  Major,  and  Jonathan  Hull  his  Second 
Major. 

J'oted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  immediately  give 
such  direclions  as  they  judge  necessary,  for  fortifying  and 
supplying  materials,  laiMiig  Matrosses,  &:c.,  for  defending 
Pisiiitaf/ua  Harbour. 
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Upon  the  complaint  oi  Dennis  Femhrgnst  against  Owen 
Orke,  foi-  stealing  from  him  a  number  of  Dollars  and 
Crowns,  a  warrant  issued  from  this  Congress  to  appre- 
liend  the  said  Oi/'C«  Orke;  who  being  api)rehended  and 
brought  before  this  Congress,  the  matter  of  said  complaint 
is  referred  to  a  Committee,  viz  :  Saintul  Chase,  James  Bel- 
ton,  David  Lawrence,  Benjamin  Giles,  John  Dudhy,  Kbe- 
nezer  Smith,  Enoch  Hale,  and  Ichahod  Rowlings,  Esq., 
the  Reverend  Messrs.  Abiel  Foster  and  Stephen  Farrar, 
and  Deacon  Samuel  Brooks,  and  Deacon  James  Knowles, 
who  are  to  hear,  try,  and  determine  the  same. 

Friilay,  Aiit'imt  3,'>,  1775. 

Voted,  That  the  balance  of  General  FolsonCs  Account 
for  his  services  as  a  Delegate  for  this  Colony,  as  settled  by 
a  former  Congress,  be  paid  by  the  Receiver-General  out  of 
the  Publick  Treasury,  by  an  order  from  the  Committee  of 
Safety. 

Voted,  That  George  Jaffrey,  Esq.,  late  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony,  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  lay  his  Treasury  Ac- 
counts before  this  Congress  (in  order  that  the  same  may  be 
settled)  on  Tuesday  next,  if  the  Congress  be  then  sitting, 
or  on  the  second  day  of  the  sitting  of  the  Congress  after 
that  time. 

T'oted,  That  the  Members  of  the  late  Houses  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  this  Colony  be  paid  by  the  Receiver-General, 
out  of  the  Publick  Treasury,  for  their  travel  to  and  from  the 
General  Assembly,  at  the  same  rate  as  usual ;  and  the  Clerk 
six  Shillings  per  day  for  his  services  as  Clerk,  upon  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Houses  of  Representa- 
tives, and  that  their  constituents  pay  them  for  their  attend- 
ance six  Shillings  per  day. 

This  vote  passed  the  23d,  and  was  reconsidered  the  '25th. 
T'oted,  That  the  vote  of  the  23d  inst.,  relating  to  the 
Pav  of  tlie  Members  of  this  Congress,  be  reconsidered. 

'Voted,  That  the  vote  respecting  the  Pay  of  the  two 
late  Houses  of  Representatives  and  their  Clerk,  be  recon- 
sidered. 

T'oted,  That  the  Members  of  this  Congress  have  five 
Shillings  per  day  for  their  attendance  at  this  Congress. 

T'oted,  That  the  Members  of  this  Congress  receive  their 
Pay  for  their  attendance  of  the  Receiver-General,  out  of 
the  Publick  Treasury,  by  a  certificate  from  the  Secretary, 
and  that  the  several  and  respective  sums  so  paid  shall  be 
added  to  the  other  publick  Tax,  to  be  laid  on  their  several 
and  respective  constituents  by  a  precept,  to  be  issued  by 
the  Receiver-General,  for  assessing  the  next  Colony  Tax, 
and  that  said  Pay  be  made  to  the  said  Members  at  the  end 
of  the  sitting  of  this  Congress. 

T'oted,  That  the  Members  of  this  Congress  be  paid  by 
the  Receiver-General,  out  of  the  Publick  Treasury,  two 
Pence  per  mile  for  their  travel  to  and  from  their  respective 
places  of  abode,  to  this  Congress,  by  a  certificate  from  the 
Secretary,  for  every  time  they  travel  to  this  Congress,  if  it  be 
adjourned  for  a  longer  time  than  from  Saturday  to  Monday. 
Whereas,  by  order  of  this  Congress,  under  certain  con- 
ditions then  expressed,  a  barrel  of  Gunpowder  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  Colonel  David  Webster,  o(  Plymouth;  it  is 
now  T'oted,  That  said  JVcbster,  for  the  present,  have  cus- 
tody thereof,  and  not  part  with  it  to  any  person,  unless  by 
order  of  the  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety,  or  in  case 
of  an  attack  from  the  enemy. 

T'oted,  That  Captain  Ezekiel  JVorthcn  |irocecd  imme- 
diately to  Portsmouth,  as  an  Engineer,  and  there  take  care 
and  have,  in  conjunction  with  the  Committee  of  Safety  at 
Portsmouth,  the  oversight  and  direction  of  laying  out  and 
erecting  Batteries  for  the  defence  of  Piscataqua  Harbour, 
and  get  the  Guns  fixed  and  mounted  therein,  and  all  other 
necessaries  for  completing  the  Batteries. 

Voted ,  That  Captain  Shadrach  Hodgdon  proceed  imme- 
diately to  procure  Fascines  for  building  Batteries  for  the 
defence  of  Piscataqua  Harbour,  and  convey  the  same  to 
Capt.  Ezekicl  JVorthen,  or  the  Committee  of  Portsmouth, 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

T'oted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Portsmouth  be 
presented  with  the  Thanks  of  tiiis  Congress  for  their  care 
in  forwarding  a  Plan  for  the  security  o( Piscataqua  Harbour, 
and  their  early  intelligence  of  those  matters,  to  this  Con- 
gress ;  and  that  they  be  informed  that  this  Congress  have 


given  a  number  of  directions  to  several  persons  for  provi- 
ding Fascines  and  other  implements  for  erecting  Batteries, 
appointed  an  Engineer  immediately  to  attend  there,  and 
ordered  a  number  of  barrels  of  Powder  down,  with  many 
other  directions,  and  shall  proceed  to  do  every  thing  that 
they  possibly  can  for  securins;  the  Harbour;  and  that  they 
be  desired  to  procure  persons  immediately  to  remove  the 
Platform,  and  every  other  useful  implement,  from  Fort  TVil- 
liam  and  Mary,  and  forbid  any  person  or  persons  from 
destroying  the  buildings  there;  and  further  inform  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  that  no  Fish 
ought  to  be  exported  out  of  this  Colony. 

Saturday,  August  l!C,  1775. 

The  Petition  of  Richard  Champney,  for  leave  to  export 
Fish  out  of  this  Colony,  being  read  and  considered, 

T'oted,  T^hat  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted. 

T'oted,  That  the  establishing  the  Officers  of  the  Sixth 
Regiment  be  postponed  until  the  second  day  of  the  sitting 
of  this  Congress  after  the  I5th  day  o{  September  next. 

T'oted,  That  the  appointment  of  the  Majors  of  Colonel 
David  Hobart's  Regiment  he  postponed  to  the  next  sitting 
of  this  Congress. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next,  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Monday,  August  28,  1775. 

It  having  been  represented  to  this  Congress  that  there  is 
a  quantity  of  Fish  shipping  off  from  Gosport,  in  this  Colony, 
contrary  to  the  repealed  Votes  of  this  Congress ;  and  as  it 
is  supposed  that  no  Committee  of  Inspection  has  been 
chosen  there;  therefore,  to  prevent  the  shipping  of  Fish 
from  thence,  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  at  Portsmouth,  to  use  all  prudent 
methods  to  hinder  any  Fish  from  being  exported  from  said 
Gosjyort. 

T'oted,  That  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Company 
of  Artillery  to  be  raised  by  Captain  Titus  Salter  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  following  VVages  per  month,  viz:  Captain, 
six  Pounds,  lawful  money;  First  Lieutenant,  four  Pounds; 
Second  Lieutenant,  three  Pounds  ten  Shillings ;  each  Ser- 
geant, two  Pounds  eight  Shillings;  each  Corporal,  two 
Pounds  four  Shillings  ;  a  Fifer,  two  Pounds  four  Shillings  ; 
a  Drummer,  two  Pounds  four  Shillings  ;  and  each  Private, 
two  Pounds.  And  each  Non-Commissioned  Officer  and  Sol- 
dier to  be  paid  one  Dollar  for  the  use  of  a  Blanket,  to  be 
found  by  himself;  and  that  they  be  enlisted  to  serve  until 
the  last  day  of  December  next,  unless  dismissed  sooner  by 
order  of  Congress  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  under  whose 
direction  they  are  to  be;  and  each  man  to  provide  himself 
a  good  Fire-Lock.  

Tuesday,  August  29,  1775. 

Voted,  That  Major  Hubbard,  Benjamin  Giles,  Esq.,  and 
Thomas  Sparhaivk,  Ksq.,  he  a  Committee  to  settle  the  rank 
of  Timothy  Bedel,  Esq.,  as  commander  of  the  Companies 
of  Rangers  raised  in  this  Colony,  one  of  which  he  now 
commands  as  Captain,  and  also  fill  up  his  Commission,  and 
make  report  to  this  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

T'oted,  That  in  case  General  Schuyler  sbM  make  requi- 
sition of  more  Troops  from  this  Colony,  that  if  the  Con- 
gress should  not  be  then  sitting,  the  Committee  of  Safety 
be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  raise  and  equip  such 
Forces,  and  give  orders  for  marching  them  in  the  recess  of 
the  Congress. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  fyHliam  IVhipph,  Colonel  David 
Gilman,  Major  Joseph  fVelch,  Major  Samuel  Hobart,  and 
Thomas  Sparhawk,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee  to  form  and  bring 
in  a  Vote  for  perfecting  the  regulation  of  the  Militia  in  this 
Colony. 

T'oted,  That  the  Ranging  Companies  be  allowed  billet- 
ing at  the  rate  of  nine  Pence  per  day,  for  the  time  they 
shall  be  on  duty  in  marching  to  Coos,  when  they  are  em- 
bodied there;  and  each  Officer  and  Soldier,  who  have  not 
received  a  month's  pay,  to  be  paid  it  there;  and  that  Israel 
Morey,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Paymaster,  who  is  directed  to 
return  a  proper  Roll  of  such  payments  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety. 

T'oted,  That  Colonel  Bedel's  Company  of  Rangers  be 
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made  up  to  the  number  of  sixty-six  men,  including  Officers, 
and  that  |je  fortluvith  enlist  and  enrol  them. 

Voted,  That  the  Blanks  for  Commissions  for  the  Military 
Officers  of  this  Colony  be  forthwith  printed. 

Voted,  That  the  Field-Officers  of  each  Regiment  in  this 
Colony  recommend  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  a  proper 
person  to  be  Adjutant  or  Quartermaster  for  their  respec- 
tive Regiments,  to  be  commissionated  by  said  Committee 
of  Safety. 

Voted,  That  there  be  a  Surgeon  appointed  to  Colonel 
Bedel's  Company  of  Ran;^ers. 

Voted,  That  the  return  of  the  Committee  chosen  to  pre- 
pare a  Vote  to  perfect  the  regulation  of  the  Militia  in  this 
Colony,  be  received  and  established;  which  regulation  is 
as  follows,  viz: 

1.  That  the  Comnianding  Officer  of  the  Regiment  in 
this  Colony  give  notice  to  each  Town  in  his  Regiment,  for 
all  the  training  Soldiers  to  meet  at  the  most  publick  and 
convenient  place  at  said  Town,  in  order  to  make  choice  of 
their  Officers,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  giving  them  eight  days'  notice;  and  that  one  or 
more  of  the  Field-Officers  attend  said  meeting,  and  see  the 
matter  fairly  conducted,  and  then  give  out  the  Commissions 
to  the  several  Officers  (hat  shall  be  fairly  elected  by  said 
Soldiers;  and  that  each  Commission,  so  given  out,  be  pub- 
lished by  said  Field-Oflicer  or  Officers  so  attending,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  and  attest  tiie  choice  as  aforesaid. 

•2.  That  each  Town  in  this  Colony,  containing  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  training  Soldiers  to  make  two  or  more  Com- 
panies, agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  be  accordingly  divided  by  a  division  line,  to  be 
drawn  between  them  by  the  Selectmen  and  Committees  of 
such  Towns,  or  the  major  part  of  them. 

;j.  That  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  the  Militia  be  gov- 
erned by  a  law  of  this  Colony,  formerly  made  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  Militia,  (excepting  that  clause  that  relates  to 
calling  the  Companies  together,)  and  that  the  Captains  of 
the  respective  Companies  of  Militia  of  this  Colony  call 
tiieir  respective  Companies  together  at  least  once  a  month, 
when  ihe  season  will  admit  of  it,  in  order  to  ac(juaint  them- 
selves with  the  u^e  and  exercise  of  Fire- Arms,  according  to 
the  exercise  published  and    printed  in  the  year  17G1. 

4.  That  Regimental  Musters  shall  be  made  once  in  every 
year,  at  such  time  or  times  as  the  General  Officer  shall 
ai)point. 

Voted,  That  the  Colonel  of  each  Regiment  in  this  Colo- 
ny have  a  copy  of  the  above  Vole,  in  order  to  settle  their 
respective  Regiments  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Wednesday,  August  30,  1775. 

I'oted,  That  Qo\onc\  Jonathan  Chase  be  appointed  Colo- 
nel of  the  Regiment  lately  commanded  by  Colonel  Gilbert; 
Elisha  Paine,  Esq.,  be  his  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Israel  Cur- 
tis, Esq.,  his  First  Major,  and  Francis  Smith,  Esq.,  his 
Second  Major. 

Voted,  That  fVilliam  Whipple,  John  Dudley,  Nicholas 
Gilmun,  Ebenczer  Thompson,  Stephen  Evans,  Samud  llo- 
bart,  Wiseman  Claffgct,  Benjamin  Giles,  and  Jonathan 
Childs,  Esquires,  be  a  Committee  to  proportion  the  rejire- 
sentation  of  the  several  Towns  and  places  in  this  Colony, 
in  any  fntiue  Congress  or  Convention,  and  lay  a  plan  thereof 
before  this  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Congress  be  paid  seven 
Shilliniis  per  day  for  his  services  as  Secretary,  out  of  the 
Publick  Treasury,  by  the  Receiver-General. 

Voted,  That  there  be  paid  by  the  Receiver-General,  out 
of  the  Publick  Treasury,  to  Captain  John  Langdon,  one 
of  our  Delegates  to  the  ContinentalCongress,tliesum  of  one 
hundred  Pounds,  lawlul  money,  to  be  by  him  accounted  for. 
Voted,  That  the  Company  of  Militia  in  Conivay  remain 
independent  until  further  orders  of  the  Congress. 

Voted,  That  the  several  Members  of  the  two  last  Houses 
of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  be  paid,  for  each  day's 
attendance  in  General  Court  before  this  time,  five  Shillings 
per  day,  out  of  the  Publick  Treasury,  by  the  Receiver- 
General,  (the  number  of  days  to  be  ecrlified  by  their  re- 
si)ectivc  Clerks,)  and  that  the  same  he  added  to  ihe  lax  of 
their  respective  conbiiiuenls  in  the  next  Tax  Bill  ;  and  that 


they  be  paid  for  travel,  as  usual,  out  of  ihe  Treasury,  to  be 
certified  as  aforesaid;  and  that  the  respective  Clerks  have 
five  Shillings  per  day,  out  of  the  Publick  Treasury,  for  their 
respective  services,  to  be  certified  as  aforesaid. 

Voted,  That  Ichabod  Raivlimrs,  E^q.,  and  Mr.  Timothy 
Walker,  Jun.,  be  a  Committee,  fully  empowered  to  repair 
to  the  Army,  and  there  strictly  examine  inio  the  lo-^ses 
sustained  by  every  Olficer  and  Soldier  of  the  Troops  raised 
by  this  Colony  for  the  united  service,  in  Clothini;,  Fire- 
Arins,  k.c.,  that  was  their  own  property,  or  that  liiey  were 
accountable  for,  at  the  battle  at  Charlestown,  and  esiimate 
what  they  think  is  the  true  loss  sustained  by'each  indivi- 
dual ;  and  that  they  then  acquaint  them-elves  with  what 
value  each  individual  has  received  towards  his  loss,  and 
then  to  pay  each  and  every  person,  in  money,  what  they 
find  due  to  make  up  his  loss ;  and  that  they  apply  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  for  orders  on  the  Receiver-General 
for  that  purpose  ;  and  ihat  they  apply  to  the  Captain-Gene- 
ral, Commissary-General,  or  such  other  person  as  they  think 
can  inform  them,  to  know  if  our  engagement  to  give  each 
Soldier  a  Coat  will  be  performed  by  order  of  the  United 
Colonies ;  and  also  to  ])rovide  a  Blaidat  for  each  Soldier 
who  has  not  received  one,  and  to  pay  for  those  already  pro- 
cured ;  and  to  notify  the  Officers  to  transmit  by  them  all 
accounts  they  have  against  the  Colony;  and  that  they  also 
pay  a  month's  wages  to  each  Soldier  enlisted  in  the  Conti- 
nental service  who  was  returned  by  our  Paymaster  not  paid. 

Whereas  it  is  evident  that  many  ill  consequences  have 
followed  upon  so  large  a  use  of  Sjiirituous  Liquors  as  has 
been  conunonly  practised,  upon  the  publication  of  Commis- 
sions and  other  military  occasions,  some  persons  drinking 
to  excess,  which  leads  to  confusion  and  disturbance,  and 
greatly  tends  to  frustrate  the  jjroper  end  and  design  of  such 
military  regulations  and  movements,  viz:  the  improvement 
of  the  Soldiers  in  the  use  of  arms.  It  being  the  duty  and 
interest  of  a  people  to  avoid  extravagance  and  dissipation 
at  all  times,  and  es[)ecially  at  such  a  day  as  this,  when  we 
are  under  the  aw  ful  rebukes  of  Providence,  and  the  burden 
of  publick  charges  must  necessarily  be  very  great,  this  Con- 
gress have  thought  themselves  in  duty  bound  earnestly  to 
recommend  it  to  the  Soldiers  that  they  will  not  expect  nor 
desire  such  large  and  extravagant  treats  as  have  been  (we 
cannot  but  say  too  much)  used  heretofore  ;  nothing  doubt- 
ing that  all  that  are  friends  to  virtue  and  frugality,  and  have 
a  generoLis  regard  to  the  welfare  of  their  Country,  will  be 
pleased  and  gratified  with  a  retrenchment  of  all  extrava- 
gance in  this  way;  and  therefore  we  earnestly  recommend 
it  to  all  Officers  in  the  Militia,  whether  of  higher  or  lower 
rank,  to  forbear  all  extravagance,  and  practise  a  laudable 
moderation  and  economy  in  this  way;  and  particularly  we 
recommend  that  at  the  meetings  of  the  Soldiers  to  choose 
their  respective  Oliicers,  there  by  no  means  be  any  treats 
given  or  received,  if  offered  antecedent  to  such  choice  ;  all 
which  we  think  is  agreeable  to  the  advice  of  the  honour- 
able Continental  Congress. 

Thursday,  August  31,  1775. 

J'otcd,  That  the  Towns  of  Cardigan,  Grafton,  Pro- 
tectn-orlh,  and  Savile,  he  and  hereby  are  annexed  to  and 
made  a  part  of  the  Regiment  under  the  command  of  Colo- 
nel Jonathan  Chase. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Sparhawk  and  Major  Hubbard  be 
added  to  the  Committee  for  drawing  up  Instructions  for 
our  Delegates  to  the  (Continental  Congress. 

Upon  a  motion  of  Col.  March,  Voted,  That  the  Vote  of 
the  '2Uh  inst.,  appointing  William  /('/i/;)/)/(,  Esq.,  Colonel 
of  the  First  Regiment  of  ^Militia  of  this  Colony,  be  recon- 
sidered. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Willinm  Whipple  be  and  hereby 
is  appointed  Colonel  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Militia  in 
this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  Benjamin  Barker  be  appointed  First  Ma- 
jor of  the  First  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony,  and 
Ephraim  Pickering  Second  M.ijor. 

T'otcd,  That  John  Giddinge,  Esq.,  the  late  Treasurer 
of  the  Congress,  have  the  loan  of  twenty-nine  Pounds, 
eiixhteen  Shillings,  and  ten  Pence,  lawful  money,  to  be 
delivered  him  by  the  Receiver-General,  out  of  the  Publick 
Tiea-^urv.  to  be  accounted  for  bv  said  Giddinicc. 
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Tlie  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Plan  for  the 
future  Representation  of  this  Colony,  made  report  as  on 
file 

T'ottJ,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

Kri.lay,  Si-ptomber  1,  1775. 

Whereas  there  is  great  complaint  made  of  the  gross  vio- 
lation of  the  Association  formed  by  the  honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress,  by  merchants  and  traders  (both  in  town 
and  country)  selling  English  Goods  at  a  much  higher 
price  than  has  been  usual  in  the  year  last  past,  and  that 
even  Tea  is  sold  by  son)e  one  person  at  least ;  and  that  the 
Committees  of  Inspection,  being  some  of  them  traders  in 
such  Goods  themselves,  or  in  connection  with  those  that 
are,  have  not,  in  every  case  and  upon  every  occasion,  taken 
due  care  and  |)ains  to  jirevent  and  remedy  such  an  unrea- 
sonable practice : 

Therefore,  Resolved  by  this  Congress,  That  any  person 
or  persons  selling,  or  ofiering  for  sale,  any  English  Goods 
at  an  extravagant  price,  or  any  Tea,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
press tenour  of  the  Continental  Association,  and  not  dealt 
with  by  the  Connniltee  of  such  Town  or  place  where  he 
or  they  belong,  (sucli  Committee  being  notified  thereof, 
and  refusing,)  may  be  cited  before  the  Committee  of  any 
neighbouring  Town,  within  ten  miles,  to  answer  any  com- 
plaints of  this  kind  properly  exhibited  before  such  Com- 
mittee ;  and  upon  refusal  to  appear,  or  sufficient  proof  made 
of  the  complaint  so  exhibited,  and  no  sufficient  satisfaction 
given  that  such  extravagant  sale  of  such  Goods,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  discontinued,  such  person  or  persons  to  be  pub- 
lished to  the  world  as  inimical  to  their  Country,  that  all 
persons  may  note  them,  and  avoid  all  commercial  inter- 
course with  them,  according  to  the  advice  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

Whereas  this  Congress,  on  the  25th  of  August  last,  by 
their  vote,  directed  George  Jaffrey,  Esq.,  late  Treasurer 
of  this  Colony,  to  lay  his  Treasury  Accounts  before  this 
Congress,  in  order  for  settlement,  on  Tuesday  then  next, 
which  time  is  now  past,  and  the  said  late  Treasurer's  not 
appearing,  nor  writing  to  this  Congress  to  give  any  reason 
for  his  not  appearing,  is  very  unsatisfactory,  and  some  things 
offered  by  Noah  Emery,  Esq.,  in  excuse  for  his  non-ap- 
pearance, not  liaving  sufficient  weight  in  the  opinion  of 
this  body: 

Therefore,  it  is  now  once  more  Voted  and  Resolved, 
That  said  George  Jaffrey,  Esq.,  be  directed  to  lay  his  said 
Accounts  before  this  Congress,  for  their  inspection  and  set- 
tlement, on  the  second  day  of  their  sitting  next  after  the 
first  day  of  October  next. 

Upon  considering  the  representation  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  Portsmouth,  relating  to  sundry  persons  com- 
mitting an  outrage  or  assault  on  the  property  of  one  Mr. 
fVoodivard, 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Portsmouth 
be  desired  to  require  of  the  delinquents  bonds,  w'ith  sureties 
in  a  sufficient  sum,  for  their  appearance  to  answer  to  said 
Woodward's  complaint,  at  some  future  time,  before  said 
Committee,  and  upon  their  refusal,  to  commit  them  to 
Jail ;  and  that  said  Committee  be  desired  to  take  particu- 
lar care  to  hinder  gaming,  agreeable  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Voted,  That  four  Regiments  of  Minute-Men  be  raised, 
to  be  enlisted  out  of  the  several  Regiments  of  Militia  in 
this  Colony,  viz:  the  first  to  be  enlisted  out  of  the  four 
Regiments  commanded  by  Colonel  Whipple,  Colonel 
Evans,  Colonel  Motilton,  and  Colonel  Gilman;  the  se- 
cond to  be  enlisted  out  of  the  several  Regiments  of  Colonel 
Bartktt,  that  lately  Colonel  Thornton's,  that  lately  Colo- 
nel Luticyche's,  and  that  lately  Colonel  Kidder's;  the  third 
to  be  enlisted  out  of  the  several  Regiments  commanded 
by  Colonel  Moore,  Colonel  Stickncy,  Colonel  Badger, 
and  Colonel  Hobart ;  and  the  fourth  to  be  enlisted  out  of 
the  several  Regiments  commanded  by  Colonel  Ashley, 
Colonel  Bellows,  Colonel  Chase,  and  Colonel  Morey. 

Voted,  Joshua  JVingate  to  be  First  Colonel  of  the  First 
Regiment  of  Minute-Men,  Jonathan  Burnam  to  be  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, James  Uacket  to  be  First  Major,  and 
George  Gains  to  be  Second  Major. 

Voted,  Samuel  Hobart,  Esq.,  to  be  First  Colonel  of  the 


Second  Regiment  of  Minute-Men,  Robert  Moore  to  be 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Samuel  Philbriek  to  be  First  Major, 
and  Timothy  Farrar  to  be  Second  Major. 

Voted,  Timothy  Walker,  Jun.,  to  be  First  Colonel  of 
the  Third  Regiment  of  Minute-Men,  Samuel  Conner  to  be 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Daniel  Sanborn,  Esq.,  First  Major, 
and   Benjamin  Goold  Second  Major. 

J  otcd,  Samuel  Stevens,  Esq.,  to  he  First  Colonel  of 
the  Fomth  Regiment  of  Minute-Men,  Thomas  Gilbert 
to  be  First  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Jonathan  Griswald  to 
be  First  Major,  and  Elislia  Whitcomb  Second  Major. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Samuel  Hobart,  John  Dudley, 
Esq.,  Mr.  Moses  Dow,  Thomas  Sparhawk,  Esq.,  Jona- 
than Lovewell,  Esq.,  Benjamin  Giles,  Esq.,  and  Colonel 
Timothy  ff'alker,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Vote  for 
settling  and  regulating  the  Minute-Men,  as  to  their  enlist- 
ment, equipment,  and  encouragement,  and  as  to  commis- 
sioning them  and  giving  other  orders  cunccining  them. 


Satunliiy,  Septcmb  r  2,  1775. 

Tooted,  That  the  Report  of  the  aforesaid  Committee  be 
received  and  accepted,  as  follows,  viz: 

That  the  Field-Officers  of  each  Regiment  of  Minute- 
Men  give  out  Enlisting  Orders  to  as  many  men  as  are  neces- 
sary for  Ollicers  in  their  respective  Regiments,  (endeavour- 
ing to  proportion  them  among  the  several  Regiments  as 
near  as  may  be,)  and  that  they  have  liberty  to  enlist  one- 
fourth  or  quarter  part  out  of  each  Company  of  Militia  ; 
that  great  care  be  taken  that  said  Orders  be  given  out  to 
good  men,  well  disposed  in  the  cause  of  this  Countrv. 

That  each  Soldier  enlisted  as  aforesaid  furnish  himself 
with  Arms,  &,c.,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Continental  Congress. 

That  every  Soldier  enlisted  as  aforesaid  shall  meet  at 
some  convenient  place  in  their  own  Town,  according  to 
the  order  of  the  Commanding  Ofiicer,  one  half  day  in 
every  fortnight,  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  art  n)ili- 
tary.  And  every  person  so  enlisted,  when  called  to  actual 
duty,  (excepting  the  aforesaid  half  days,)  shall  be  allowed 
the  same  wages  per  month  as  are  allowed  for  those  already 
in  service  in  the  Continental  Army;  said  Soldiers  to  con- 
tinue in  the  service  till  further  orders  of  the  Congress. 

T'oted,  That  Ezekiel  Gummer,  the  Doorkeeper  to  the 
two  hue  Houses  of  Assembly,  be  paid  by  the  Receiver- 
General,  out  of  the  Publick  Treasury,  three  Shillings  ]ier 
day  for  his  attendance  on  the  said  Assemblies,  by  certifi- 
cate from  the  Clerk  of  said  Assemblies. 

T'oted,  That  there  be  raised,  levied,  and  paid  by  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  in  the  same  proportion  as  was 
last  used  in  proportioning  the  Tax  of  this  Colony,  the  sum 
of  four  thousand  Pounds,  lawful  money,  (instead  of  the 
three  thousand  voted  by  this  Congress  in  May  last,)  and 
paid  unto  Nicholas  Gilman,  Esq.,  of  Exeter,  as  Treasurer 
of  this  Colony,  and  to  the  Treasurer  or  Receiver-General 
of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being,  by  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next;  and  that  the  said  Treasurer  issue  his  Warrants 
for  assessing  the  same  to  the  Selectmen  of  each  Town  in 
this  Colony;  and  where  there  are  no  Selectmen,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  such  Town  or  place  receive  the  said  War- 
rant, and  immediately  assemble  and  choose  Selectmen 
and  other  necessary  officers  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  assin  the  Re- 
ceiver-General in  forming  Warrants  for  assessing  and  levy- 
ing the  Colony  Taxes  for  this  year. 

Voted,  That  the  Connniltee  of  Safety  be  empowered 
to  give  a  form  of  Enlistment  of  tlie  Minute-Men  to  the 
several  Colonels  of  the  Regiments  of  Minute-Men. 

T'oted,  That  the  Company  of  Mairosscs  or  Artillery- 
Men,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Titus  Salter,  be 
forthwith  mustered  by  Colonel  Hobart,  and  that  they  be 
allowed  to  draw  their  allowance  of  Provisions,  according 
to  the  allowance  of  the  Continental  Arm)';  and  that  Sa- 
muel Cutts,  Esq.,  be  desired  lo  provide  for  thein,  until 
further  orders  of  the  Congress,  or  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety. 

T'oted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Tavern- 
ers  and  Retailers  in  this  Colony  to  render  a  true  account 
of,  and  pay  their  excise  for  the  current  year  to  the  Select- 
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men  of  their  respective  Towns  and  places,  and  that  the 
said  Selectmen    jiay   the  same  to  the   Receiver-General, 
Mc/iulus   aUman,   Esq.,   at  Eitter,  or  to   tiie    Receiver- 
General  for  the  time  heiiii;,  for  llie  use  of  this  Colony. 
I'oUd,  Tliat   this   Cungress   he   adjourned   to  Tuesday, 


the  last  day  of  October  next,  at  three  of  the  o'clock,  after- 
noon, to  meet  at  this  place;  and  liiat  if  any  thing  should 
hap[)en  in  the  mean  time  that  the  Commiitee  of  Safety 
shall  think  of  suflicient  importance,  that  they  have  power 
to  con\ene  this  Congress  sooner. 


NEW-VdUK    TROVINCIAL  COXGRE-S.S. 

Ui"  Liii.u-,  9  lio.  A.  M.,  Ai.^rust  7,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present : 
Peter  V.  13.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  General  IVooster  was  read  and 
approved,  before  a  sullicient  number  of  Members  appeared 
to  constitute  a  Congress.  Soon  after,  a  sufficient  number  of 
Members  appeared  in  the  Congress  Chamber,  and  the  said 
draught  being  again  read,  and  a  postscript  added  thereto, 
the  s°aid  Letter  and  postscript  are  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

Sir  :  The  Congress  are  not  now  sitting.  We  are  under  a 
necessity  of  applying  to  you  for  the  loan  of  two  hundred 
pounds  of  Gunpowder. 

Please,  Sir,  to  deliver  to  the  order  of  £:ra  U llommcdieu 
and  John  Foster,  Esips.,  two  hundred  weight  of  Powder,  on 
account  of  this  Colony,  for  which  the  Congress  here  will 
send  you  an  order,  and  see  it  replaced  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  luimhle  servant, 

P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  rrcsidcnt. 

AufjuBt  7,  1775. 

N.  B.  The  Congress  are  since  met,  and  rcriuest  you 
immediately  to  send  off  four  Companies  of  your  Troops,  to 
march  to  the  east  end  o{  Long-Maud,  to  assist  the  inha- 
bitants there  in  preventing  the  stock  from  being  taken  olF 
by  the  King's  Troops,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  at  Boston. 
They  are  there  to  be  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
P/tineas  Fan/iing. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  sent  to  General  H'ooster. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Colonel  Phinras  Fanning  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Sir  :  You  are  requested  immediately  to  repair  to  the 
east  end  of  Long-Island,  and  lake  the  command  of  the 
Militia  to  be  raised  there,  and  the  Troops  that  will  be  sent 
from  General  IVooslcr's  camp,  and  also  the  Forces  raised 
by  this  Colony  now  on  the  island,  and  use  your  best  endea- 
vours to  prevent  the  cattle  from  being  taken  off  the  island 
by  the  Ministerial  Army,  and  protect  the  inhabitants  from 
insult. 

We  depend  on  your  activity  and  courage,  and  hope  you 
will  be  able  to  give  a  good  account  of  General  (lage's 
detachment. 

We  are,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servants.     By  order  of 
Congress. 
To  Colonel  Phineas  Fanning,  at  Southokl. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  sent  by  the  Messenger  from  Suffolk- 
County. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Mr.  John  Chatjjeld,  Chairman 
of  the  Commiitee  of  Ensihampton,  was  read  and  approved, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

Sir:  We  have  received  your  express,  and  request  you 
would  use  your  best  endeavours  to  prevent  the  Ministerial 
Army  from  taking  off  the  cattle  from  your  island.  As  Colo- 
nel Fanning  is  near  the  spot,  we  desire  that  he  take  the 
command  of  the  Troops  that  may  be  raised  for  this  service. 
Powder,  Sic,  will  be  sent  you  immediately,  with  four 
Con)|)anies  from  General  I loosl e r's  cump.  These  Troops 
are  also  to  act  under  Colonel  Fanning. 

Orders  have  been  sent  to  Captain  Vrcnnell  to  march  to 
your  assistance  immediately.  We  depend  on  your  activity, 
and  are  your  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Congress. 
John   Chdtfield,    Esq.,   Chairman   of   the  Committee    of 

Correspondence,  Knsthnmpton . 

P.  S.  It  is  requested  that  the  Officers  that  you  may 
employ  in  this  service  be  under  Colonel  Fanning's  com- 
mand, and  that  you  would  provide  the  Troops  with  all 
necessaries. 


Ordered,  That  a  copy  tliereof  be  engrossed,  and  si'.'ned 
by  the  President,  and  sent  by  the  Messenger  from  SutJ'olk 
Coun.y.  _ 

Die  Marlis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  August  8,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  opened 
with  prayers  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Auchmuty.     Present: 
Peter  I'.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Tryon  County,  dated 
the  15th  ultimo,  was  read  and  filed,  whereby  they  iiitbrm  the 
Congress  that  John  Fry,  Anthony  Van  T'echten,  and  Mat- 
thexv  IVarmood,  the  officers  appointed  to  a  Company  in 
that  County,  have  declined  the  service  ;  and  that  the  said 
Committee  have  appointed  Christopher  P.  Yates  Captain, 
Andrew  Fink,  Jun.,  and  John  Keyser,  Jun.,  Lieutenants. 

A  Letter  from  Christopher  P.  Yates,  of  the  25lh  ult., 
was  read,  whereby  it  appears  that  lie  had  raised  fifty-one 
Soldiers  for  his  Company,  and  expected  to  have  the  Com- 
pany full  in  ten  days. 

Ordered,  That  VVarrants  be  made  out  to  those  gentle- 
men in  Tryon  County,  to  wit:  Christopher  P.  Yates,  Cap- 
tain ;  Andrew  Fink,  Jun.,  First  Lieutenant,  and  John  Key- 
ser, Jun.,  Second  Lieutenant;  and  tliat  the  said  Warrants 
be  dated  on  the  15th  ultimo. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Committees  and  Sub-Com- 
mittees of  the  different  Counties  within  this  Colony  be  di- 
rected immediately  to  purchase  or  hire  all  the  Arms,  with 
or  without  Bayonets,  that  are  fit  for  present  service,  (upon 
the  credit  of  the  Colony,)  and  to  deliver  them  to  the  re- 
spective Colonels  in  this  Colony  employed  in  the  Continen- 
tal service,  or  their  order,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
Army. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Colonels  execute  the  above 
Resolution  in  those  Districts  where  the  Committee  shall 
neglect  or  be  unable  to  comply  with  the  above  Resolu- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Joseph  Ilaltett  and  Egbert 
Dumond  proceed  forthwith  to  Philadelphia,  with  the 
Warrant  from  the  Continental  Congress  for  One  Hundred 
and  Seventy-Five  Thousand  Dollars,  to  receive  and  remit 
the  same  in  parcels  to  this  Congress,  by  safe  conveyances. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  said  Warrant  be  delivered  to 
those  gentlemen,  or  one  of  them,  by  Peter  V.  B.  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  the  President  of  this  Congress ;  and  it  is  re- 
quested that  the  Continental  Treasurers  discharge  the  said 
^Va^■ant  with  all  possible  despatch,  as  the  publick  creditors 
are  very  pressing  for  their  demands. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  pay  to 
Thomas  Pettit,  as  Doorkeeper  of  this  Congress,  twenty 
Pounds,  on  account,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lispenard,  Mr.  Brasher,  Mr. 
Journey,  Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  James  J'an  Cort- 
landt,  Colonel  Hoffman,  Mr.  Ilobart,  Mr.  Herring,  Mr. 
IVilliams,  Ca plain  Hornbeck,  Colonel  Blackwcll,  Mr. 
jMarlad,  and  Mr.  fVatkins,  be  a  Committee  to  form  and 
report  a  proper  arrangement  of  the  Militia  of  this  Colony, 
and  that  they  report  with  all  convenient  speed. 

A  Memorial  of  Philip  T"an  Rensselaer,  of  Albany,  ap- 
pointed by  Robert  Livingston,  Esq.,  Deputy  Commissary- 
General,  to  purchase  barrelled  Pork  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  Army,  was  read.  The  said  Memorial  sets  forth 
that  Pork  cannot  be  purchased  in  this  Colony,  and  requests 
that  this  Congress  would  write  lo  Governour  Trumbull  for 
leave  to  purchase  four  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  good 
merchantable  Pork  in  Connecticut,  and  have  the  same 
shipped  to  Messrs.  UeuTiis  S,-  Dawson,  in  New- York. 

Ordered,  That  Governour  Trumbull  be  requested,  and  he 
is  hereby  re(|uested  by  this  Congress,  to  permit  the  quantity 
of  four  liuiulrod  and  fifty  barrels  of  good  merchantable  Pork 
to  be  sent  to  Aeic-  York,  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Dennis  is,- 
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Daivson,  to  be  forwarded  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
Army  in  the  northern  part  of  this  Colony. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Major-General  Schuyler  was  read 
and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Sir:  We  have  received  your  several  letters  of  the  16th, 
21st,  2-2(],  26th,  and  27th  o(  July,  tiie  first  of  which  was 
received  on  tlie  31st  o(  July,  and  others  all  on  the  1st  of 
August.  Although  wv.  have  deferred  answering  them  till 
now,  yet  be  assured  that  we  have  paid  the  most  unremitted 
attention  to  tiie  subject-matter  of  them,  and  have  been 
doing  every  thing  in  our  power  to  comply  with  the  requisi- 
tions contained  in  them.  We  are  sensible  of  the  necessity 
you  urge  of  strengthening  the  garrisons  at  Ticonclcroga  and 
Croum  Point,  and  have  been  indefatigable  in  preparing 
our  Regiments  to  embark  for  that  purpose,  but  find  our- 
selves much  embarrassed  in  procuring  arms.  This  day 
four  Companies  of  Colonel  McDougairs  Regiment,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  liitzcma,  are  embarked 
for  Albany,  completely  equipped  ;  and  rest  assured.  Sir,  that 
no  time  shall  be  lost  in  forwarding  the  remainder  of  them 
as  soon  as  they  have  arms.  The  Albany  Regiment,  we 
understand,  is  full,  and  nearly  supplied  with  arms;  Colonel 
Clinton's,  though  full,  have  scarcely  any  arms  at  all.  Orders 
have  been  given  to  the  several  Colonels  to  send  such  ol 
their  men  as  are  furnished  with  arms,  and  they  will  be 
followed  by  the  rest  as  soon  as  possible.  The  greater  part 
of  the  clothing  and  other  necessaries  have  alieady  been 
forwarded  for  the  Regiment  at  Albany.  We  enclose  Mr. 
Cuitenius's  account  of  all  the  supplies  he  has  furuibhed,  from 
which  it  will  appear  that  almost  all  the  articles  in  your 
estimate  are  sent:  the  rest  will  be  forwarded  in  a  few 
days. 

We  have  appointed  Mr.  Ducr  Deputy  Adjutant-Gene- 
ral, and  his  commission  has  been  sent  to  him  by  Colonel 
Campbell,  so  that  we  hope  he  has  joined,  or  will  join  you 
soon.  With  respect  to  the  appointment  of  a  commander  of 
the  Artillery,  recommended  by  you  to  our  attention,  we  are 
utterly  at  a  loss  for  a  proper  person  to  fill  that  oflice,  and 
therefore  have  as  yet  done  nothing  in  the  matter.  Captain 
Lamb  has  ordeis  for  marching ;  he  has  about  thirty  men 
enlisted  in  his  Company  of  Artillery,  and  orders  to  fill  it  up 
by  draughts  out  of  the  four  Regiments  at  Ticonderoga. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  thai,  in  addition  to 
what  was  before  sent,  two  tons  and  a  half  of  |)owder  was 
forwarded  from  Dobbss  Ferry  last  week,  by  Captain  Dowc. 
The  Congress,  in  order  to  procure  a  supply  of  arms,  have 
resolved  that  every  soldier  who  finds  his  own  arms  shall  be 
allowed  ten  Shillings  for  the  use  of  them,  and  tli.it  such  as 
have  them  not  shall  be  furnished  by  the  Province  ;  and  for 
this  purpose  we  have  authorized  the  several  Committees  in 
the  Counties  to  hire  or  purchase  such  arms  as  can  be  got 
for  tlie  use  of  the  Province.     We  are.  Sir,  &c. 

P.  S.  We  should  be  glad   to  know  what   progress  has 

been  made  in  the  enlistment  of  the  Vrtcn  Mountain  Boys. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  and  signed 

by  the  President,  and  transmitted,  with  the  accounts  therein 

mentioned  enclosed,  by  the  first  conveyance. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Die  Mercurii,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  August  9,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adiournment.     Opened 
witli  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers.   Present : 
Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President. 

A  Letter  from  Robert  Hempstead,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee o(  Southold,  in  Suffolk  County,  of  the  7lh  instant, 
was  read  and  filed.  The  said  Letter  informs  that  thirteen 
sail  of  vessels,  eight  of  which  were  supposed  to  be  ships 
of  war,  had  been  cruising  between  Montaul:  and  Fisher's 
Island,  and  were  then  riding  at  anchor  between  that  island 
and  the  Oyster  Ponds.  The  said  Letter  j)rays  for  an  addi- 
tional supply  of  Gunpowder. 

Mr.  Ilobart,  from  the  Committee  to  form  an  arrangement 
of  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  delivered  in  a  Report,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again.  The  said  Report  was  read  ;  and 
being  again  read,  paragraph  by  paragrajili,  and  amended, 
was  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Your  Committee  do  report  that  it  be  recommended — 

1.  That  every   County,  City,  Manor,  Town,  Precinct, 


and  District,  within  this  Colony,  where  the  same  is  not 
already  done,  be  divided  into  Districts  or  Beats,  by  the 
respective  Committees,  in  such  manner  that  out  of  each 
may  be  formed  one  Military  Company,  ordinarily  to  con- 
sist of  about  eighty-three  able-bodied  and  effective  men, 
Officers  included,  between  sixteen  and  fifty  years  of  age  ; 
the  Battalion  commanded  by  Colonel  Lasher,  the  Compa- 
nies of  Artillery,  Light-Horse,  and  Hussars,  in  the  City  and 
County  o^  New-York,  and  the  Troops  of  Horse  Compa- 
nies, of  Grenadiers,  and  the  associated  Companies  already 
formed  in  the  several  Cities  and  Counties  within  this  Colo- 
ny, excepted. 

2.  That  in  each  Company  so  to  be  formed  there  be 
chosen,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned,  one  Captain, 
two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corpo- 
rals, one  Clerk,  one  Drummer,  and  one  Filer. 

3.  That  two  Committee-Men,  at  the  least,  attend  in  each 
District  or  Beat,  on  a  day  to  be  by  them  appointed,  for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  the  abovemenlioned  Officers,  who  shall 
be  persons  within  such  Beat  or  District  who  have  signed 
the  General  Association  recommended  by  this  Congress  ; 
that  such  choice  or  election  be  made  in  the  manner  follow- 
ing, to  wit:  After  the  Company  is  drawn  up,  the  Com- 
mittee-Men who  preside  at  the  election  may  repair  to  a 
station  at  some  convenient  distance  from  the  Company, 
then  let  the  men  pass  in  a  single  file  between  thein,  each 
man  giving  in  the  name  of  the  person  he  chooses  to  fill 
the  office  in  question  ;  the  majority  of  such  votes  to  deter- 
mine the  election.  But  in  case  the  votes  shall  be  so  di- 
vided that  no  one  has  the  majority,  tlien  the  presiding 
Committee-Men  to  acquaint  the  Company  therewidi,  and 
call  them  to  a  new  election  ;  the  same  to  be  repeated  till 
such  majority  be  obtained,  or  the  Company  agree  upon 
some  other  mode  of  choosing  the  Officers.  The  names  of 
the  Captains,  Lieutenants,  and  Ensigns,  so  ciiosen,  to  be 
returned,  with  all  convenient  speed,  to  ihis  or  some  futuie 
Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  or,  during  their  recess, 
to  the  Conimiilee  of  Safety,  to  be  commissioned  by  them. 

4.  That  whenever  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  any  Com- 
pany, by  the  promotion,  deaili,  or  resignation  of  an  Officer, 
such  vacancy  to  be  filled  up  in  the  beforemeniioned  manner. 

5.  That  those  Companies  in  the  above  excejJted  Bat- 
talion, commanded  by  Col.  Lasher,  which  are  now  under 
the  direction  of  Field-Olficers,  shall  for  the  future  be  com- 
manded by  Captains,  who  are  to  be  chosen  in  the  manner 
above  directed. 

6.  That  foi  the  purpose  of  completely  carrying  into  exe- 
cution the  reoommendaiion  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
after  the  whole  Militia  is  formed  as  above,  that  every  foiirtli 
man  of  each  Company  be  selected  for  Minute-Men,  of  such 
persons  as  are  willing  to  enter  into  this  necessary  service; 
that  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  make,  with  all  convenient 
speed,  a  return  of  the  names  of  those  persons  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  their  respective  Counties,  who  shall  thereupon 
arrange  those  men  into  Companies,  and  who  are  to  recom- 
mend to  such  new  arranged  Companies  the  choice  of  liielr 
Officers,  in  the  manner  abovementioned.  Provided,  that 
where  whole  Companies  offer  their  service  as  Minute- 
Men,  they  shall  be  commanded  by  the  Officers  already 
chosen,  and  the  remaining  number  of  the  Minute-Men  shall 
be  completed  out  of  the  other  Companies,  as  above. 

7.  That  the  several  Committees  do  return  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  the  names 
of  such  persons  as  do  refuse  to  conform  to  tiie  above  Re- 
solve. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

Ordered,  That  Congress  do  agree  with  the  said  Com- 
mittee in  their  Report ;  and  Ordered,  That  it  be  published, 
as  Resolutions  of  this  Congress,  in  all  the  Newspapers. 

The  Mayor  and  some  other  of  the  IMagislrates  attending 
at  the  door,  informed  one  of  the  Members  that  Captain 
Vandeput,  of  His  Majesty's  Ship  Asia,  luid  requested  to 
know  whether  he  will  receive  a  Boat  in  lieu  of  that  lately 
destroyed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  and  Magistrates  be  informed 
that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Congress  that  a  new  Boat  be 
built  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty's  Ship  Asia. 

Thereupon  the  Congress  entered  into  a  Resolution  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

Whereas  the  B.irge  ordered  to  be  built,  to  replace  the 
one  belonging  to  His  "Majesty's  Ship  ^-iji«,  lately  destroyed, 
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was,  wlien  lately  finished,  sawed  lo  pieces  in  the  night  by 
some  disorderly  persons, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Mayor  and  Magistrates  of  tliis  City 
be  recjuesied  to  procure  another  Barge,  to  be  built  in  this 
City,  for  tiie  purpose  aforesaid  ;  and  all  persons  are  strictly 
enjoined  not  to  obstruct  the  building  the  said  IJarge,  orthe 
delivery  thereof  to  the  commander  of  His  Majesty's  said 
Ship,  as  tiiose  who  shall  give  any  obstruction  thereto  will 
be  considered  and  treated  as  enemies  to  their  Country. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  published  in  the  IVews- 
papers. 

A  Letter  from  Peter  T.  Citrleiiius  was  read  and  filed. 
He  therein  encloses  an  Invoice  of  certain  bales  of  Goods 
which  may  he  purchased  for  cash  at  Philadelphia,  and  set- 
ting forth  his  great  difficulties  for  want  of  money. 

Many  of  the  Goods  mentioned  in  the  said  Invoice  being 
unnecessary  for  the  supplies  now  wanted  in  this  Colony, 
and  others  of  cxiremely  high  price. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Curlenius  be  desired  not  to  purchase 
them. 

Captain  Thomas  Wiclcham  having  at  present  the  care  of 
Gardiner's  Island,  and  the  Stock  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  to  go  there,  to  endeavour 
to  prevent  the  Slock  from  being  taken  on  board  of  the 
Ships  now  there,  for  the  use  of  General  Gage's  Army;  and 
that  Mr.  n'ickham  be  considered  as  jiresent,  and  Suffolk 
County  Members  have  a  vote  while  he  is  absent  on  that 
business. 

Die  Jovis,  9  ho.  A.  :\I.,  August  10,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Opened 
with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gano.     Present : 

Peter  U.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Phineas  Fanning,  dated  the  8th 
instant,  informing  of  the  situation  of  thirteen  sail  of  vessels 
at  Gardiner's  Island  Point,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Isaac  Sears,  of  the  8th  instant,  excusing 
his  absence,  and  informing  that  he  will  be  necessarily  ab- 
sent this  month. 

Ordered,  That  the  powers  of  the  Military  Committee  be 
continued  for  one  week  from  this  day. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Die  Veneris,  0  lio.  A.  M.,  Au-ust  11,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Opened 
with  prayers  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Inglis. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  McDougall,  Ordered,  That  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  Pouches,  Belts,  Bayonet  Bells, 
and  Slings,  be  made  for  the  Oflicers  of  the  Four  Regi- 
ments, and  for  the  Officers  of  the  Artillery  Com|)any. 

A  Letter  from  Thomas  Ilclinc,  Chairman  pro  tempore 
of  the  Committee  of  Brookkaven,  bearing  date  the  ;3d  day 
o(  August  mstant,  was  read  and  filed.  The  said  Letter 
informs  that  Parson  James  Lijon,  Benjamin  Floyd,  Doctor 
Gilbert  Smith,  Joseph  Denton,  Richard  Floyd,  and  John 
Baylies,  Innkeeper,  are  counteracting  every  measure  re- 
commended for  redress  of  grievances,  and  opposing  the 
measures  of  Congresses  and  Committees  ;  that  they  have 
declared  they  will  furnish,  and  that  it  is  suspected  they  have 
furnished,  the  men  of  war  and  cutters  with  provisions.  The 
said  Committee  request  the  Congress  to  direct  such  mea- 
sures as  they  shall  think  proper  to  suppress  such  conduct. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kissam,  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  Mr.  Low, 
Mr.  L'llommedieu,  Mr.  Herring,  and  Mr.  fVard,  be  a 
Committee  to  take  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  Letter 
into  consideration,  and  that  they  report  such  general  reso- 
lutions or  regulations  as  may  be  propi;r  to  be  entered  into, 
or  ordered  by  this  Congress  to  bu  done  in  cases  of  this 
nature. 

^  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Colonels  McDougall, 
Clinton,  anil  Holmes,  do  respectively  march  lo  Albany,  with 
all  convenient  speed,  with  the  men  now  raised  and  under 
their  respective  commands,  (except  the  three  Companies  at 
the  east  end  o(  Long- Island,  and  such  Recruiting  Officers 
as  they  shall  think  necessary  to  leave  to  recruit  men,)  and 
that  they  there  wait  the  directions  of  their  General  Officer 
or  Officers. 


Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Pay  of  the  Officers 
employed  in  the  Troops  now  raised  or  raising  in  this  Colo- 
ny, shall  commence  from  the  time  they  were  respectively 
taken  into  the  service. 

Mr.  Low,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  the 
ways  and  means  best  adapted  to  discharge  the  Uebts  con- 
tracted for  the  exigencies  of  this  Colony,  delivered  in  their 
Report,  which  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  taken  into  consider- 
ation next  Tuesday  morning. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roosevelt  and  Mr.  T'erplanck  be  a 
Committee  to  reconsider  the  Bounty  agreed  by  this  Con- 
gress to  be  given  on  Gunpowder,  and  to  report  a  proper 
Resolve  for  applying  the  said  Bounty  to  the  making  of 
Saltpetre. 

A  Letter  from  Samuel  Broome,  bearing  dale  this  day, 
was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  informs  the  Congress  that 
he  had  withdrawn  his  Company  from  Colonel  Lasher's  Bat- 
talion, to  prevent  some  dispute  with  another  Company;  that 
when  he  returns  from  the  country,  he  will  with  pleasure 
join  any  other  Battalion. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Die  Siibbati,  9  lio.  A.M., August  I'i,  177 J. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Opened 
with  prayers  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Laidley.     Present: 
Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President. 

Major  William  fVilUams, one  of  the  Deputies  of  Cumber- 
land County,  produced  a  Certificate  of  James  C/ny,  Chair- 
man pro  tempore  of  Cumberland  County  Congress,  which 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  In  CongreBS,  Westminster  County  Hall,  July  26,  1775. 

"Resolved,  nem.  con.,  That  our  Delegates,  chosen  on  the 
7lh  day  of  June  last,  be  qualified  to  act  in  the  Provincial 
Congress  at  Neiv-York,  singly,  in  as  ample  and  full  a  man- 
ner, when  but  one  is  present,  as  the  whole  of  said  Dele- 
gates, when  the  whole  are  present  at  said  Provincial  Con- 
gress. Attest :  „  J  ^^^^^  (-.^^y^  Chairman  pro  tern,  of 
said  County  Congress." 

A  Letter  from  General  Montgomery,  of  the  Stli  instant, 
was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Peter  T.  Curtenius  be  requested  to 
purchase  six  hundred  Blankets,  and  to  purchase  and  pro- 
cure to  be  made  six  hundred  Tomplines,  and  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty  pair  of  Shoes,  and  forward  the  same  to 
Albany  with  all  possible  despatch. 

A  copy  of  the  Examination  of  Garret  Rostboom,  of  the 
Cily  of  Albany,  taken  before  the  Sub-Conimitlee  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany,  on  the  loth  July  last,  and 
also  a  copy  of  the  Examination  of  Benjamin  Davis,  (alias 
John  Johnson,)  sworn  before  John  Ten  Broeck,  Esq.,  at 
Albany,  both  relating  to  Indian  affairs,  were  read  and  filed. 

Mr.  Ro9scvelt,  from  the  Committee  lo  reconsider  of  the 
Bounty  resolved  to  be  given  on  Gunpowder,  delivered  in 
their  Report,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  for  considering  the  Resolution  of  this 
Congress  of  the  9ih  of  June  last,  for  allowing  a  Bounty  on 
all  Gunpowder  manufactured  in  this  Colony,  and  also  of 
proper  encouragement  to  be  given  for  the  manufacture  of 
Saltpetre,  do  report,  that  they  conceive  that  this  Congress 
cannot,  consistent  with  honour,  recede  from  the  Resolution 
entered  into  respecting  the  Bounty  on  Gun|iowder.  That, 
notwithstanding,  proper  encouragement  ought  to  be  given 
for  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre  ;  that,  therefore,  they  are  of 
opinion  that  this  Congress  do  enter  into  a  resolution  to  stipu- 
late the  price  of  good  and  merchantable  Saltpetre  at  half  a 
Dollar  for  each  pound  that  shall  be  made  in  this  Colony 
before  the  first  day  of  October,  1776;  and  that  they  will 
purchase,  on  account  of  the  United  Colonies,  all  that  the 
respective  manufacturers  cannot  dispose  of  at  that  rate,  to 
the  manufacturers  of  Gunpowder,  during  the  period  afore- 
said. 

Your  Committee  do  further  report,  that  such  a  Resolu- 
tion is  agreeable  to  a  recommendation  of  the  Continental 
Conijress  of  the  '28lhofJuly  last. 

All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted  by  your  Committee. 
Isaac  Roosevelt. 
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A  Letter  from  Captain  Henry  Ji.  Livingston,  informing 
that  his  Company  is  ready,  and  requesting  to  know  who  is 
liis  Colonel,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Hoffman  write  a  private  Letter, 
in  answer  to  Mr.  Livingston's  Letter,  and  enclose  him 
copies  of  such  Papers  and  such  extracts  of  the  Minutes  as 
will  give  him  proper  information. 

A  Memorial  of  Peter  Clapper  and  sundry  other  Mer- 
chants of  the  City  of  New-lork,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  Memorialists  set  forth,  that  a  ditierence  of  opinion 
hath  arisen  in  this  City,  with  respect  to  the  propriety  of 
shipping  Flax  Seed  to  Ireland  from  this  Colony,  and  heg 
that  the  Congress  will,  by  some  act  or  publication  of  theirs, 
declare  whether  the  people  of  this  Colony  are  or  are  not 
at  liberty  to  ship  Flax  Seed  as  aforesaid,  and  also  to  satisfy 
the  publick  of  the  sense  of  the  Continental  Congress  on 
that  subject,  if  such  their  sense  has  been  communicated  to 
this  Congress,  as  before  suggested. 

Thereupon,  the  Congress  entered  into  a  Resolution,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Whereas  doubts  have  arisen  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the 
good  people  in  this  Colony,  respecting  the  propriety  of  ex- 
porting Flax  Seed  before  the  10th  of  September  next:  And 
whereas  the  respectable  Continental  Congress  thought  pro- 
per not  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  Non-Exportation 
System  agreed  to  last  year:  In  order  to  remove  such 
doubts, 

Resolved,  That  diis  Congress  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
every  person  hath  an  undoubted  right  to  export  that  article 
before  the  10th  of  September  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolution  be  published  in 
the  Newspapers. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Brigadier-General  Montgo- 
mery, in  answer  to  his  I^etter  received  this  day,  was  read 
and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  August  10,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  Sih  August  has  been  considered 
by  the  Congress,  and,  agreeable  to  your  request,  they  have 
directed  Mr.  Curtenius  to  forward  you  with  all  possible 
despatch  such  of  the  articles  of  your  order  as  have  not  yet 
been  sent  up.  They  are  doubtful  if  the  whole  can  be  pro- 
cured immediately,  but  as  fast  as  they  can  be  obtained  you 
will  have  them  sent  to  you.  Arms  cannot  be  had  here, 
but  the  Committee  of  Albany  are  furnished  with  a  reso- 
lution which  will  readily  enable  them  to  purchase  or  hire 
as  many  as  you  want.  Four  Companies  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment of  New-  York  Troops  are,  we  hope,  before  this  time, 
with  you,  and  the  others  are  preparing  to  follow  with  all 
expedition.  We  shall  pay  a  proper  attention  to  the  ap- 
prehensions you  express  from  the  half-pay  officers  and 
others  who  are  not  well  affected  to  American  liberty;  and 
we  trust  to  the  vigilance  of  the  Albany  Committee,  that 
they  will  use  every  necessary  precaution  to  render  aboi'tive 
the  designs  of  our  enemies. 

We  are.  Sir,  yours,  &,c.     By  order. 
Brigadier-General  Montgomery. 

P.  S.  You  have  been  misinformed  with  respect  to  the 
arrival  of  Gunpowder  here ;  we  are  sorry  to  inform  you 
we  are  entirely  destitute,  as  yet,  of  that  very  necessary 
article. 

Ordered.  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  sign- 
ed by  the  President,  and  transmitted  by  the  Messenger 
who  brought  General  Montgomery's  Letter. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  next  Tuesday  morn- 
inc,  at  nine  o'clock. 


Dio  Martis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  August  15,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  No  prayers. 

A  Letter  fiom  General  Schuyler,  of  the  31st  oi  July 
last,  from  Ticonderoga,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  several  Papers  referred  to  in  the  preceding  Letter 
from  General  Schuyler  were  respectively  read  and  filed, 
and  are  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Dorset,  July  28,  1775. 

"May  it  please  your  Honour:  In  compliance  with 
the  orders  of  Congress,  as  well  as  your  recommendation, 
I  enclose  the  proceedings  of  our  Committee  meeting  on 
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the  iVew-i/rtm/w/»>e  Grants,  upon  due  notice  to  the  Towns 
in  general.     All  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  your  wis- 
dom, not  doubting  but  the  warrants  will  issue  agreeable  to 
our  wishes.     We  are  your  most  obedient. 
"  In  behalf  of  the  Committee: 

"  Nathan  Clark,  Chairman. 
"  To  the  Honourable  General  Schuyler." 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Committees  of  the  several  Town- 
ships on  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  west  of  the  Range 
of  Green  Mountains,  convened  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Ce- 
phas Rents,  in  the  Township  oi  Dorset,  July  27,  177.5 — 
Voted  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  1st.   Chose  Mr.  Nathan  Clark  Chairman. 

"2d.  Chose  John  Fasset  Clerk. 

"3d.  The  motion  being  made  and  seconded.  Whether 
this  Convention  shall  prosecute  in  choosing  Field  and  other 
Officers,  according  to  the  Provincial  Congress  and  your 
Honour's  direction  ?     Passed  in  the  affirmative. 

"  Then  proceeded  as  follows  : 

"4th.  Chose  Mr.  Seth  Warner  Lieutenant-Colonel  for 
the  Regiment  of  Green  Mountain  Boys,  by  a  majority  of 
forty-one  to  five. 

"  5th.  Chose  Mr.  Samuel  Safford  Major  for  said  Regi- 
ment, by  a  majority  of  twenty-eight  to  seventeen. 

"  Then  proceeded  and  chose  seven  Captains  and  four- 
teen Lieutenants,  by  a  great  majority,  viz : 

"  Captains :  Weight  Hojikins,  Oliver  Potter,  John 
Grant,  William  Filch,  Gideon  Brownson,  Micah  Tail, 
Heman  Allen. 

"  First  Lieutenants :  John  Fasset,  Ebenezer  Allen, 
Barnabas  Barnam,  Jille  Bleaksley,  Ira  Allen,  Gideon 
Warren,  David  Galusha. 

"  Second  Lieutenants  :  Johan  Noble,  James  Claghorn, 
John  Chipman,  Nathan  Smith,  Jesse  Sawyer,  Joshua 
Stanton,  Philo  Hard. 

"  Nathan  Clark,  Chairman." 

"  Hcad.Quiirtors,  Ticonderoga,  July  31,  1775. 

"Sir:  Your  letter,  dated  Dorset,  28th  July,  has  been 
delivered  me  by  Captain  Fitch,  together  with  the  votes 
that  were  enclosed.  The  choice  of  the  Captains  and  Lieu- 
tenants being  left  unconditional  to  the  people,  those  chosen 
will  receive  their  warrants  as  soon  as  tliey  come  to  my 
hands.  And  that  the  levying  of  the  men  may  not  be  re- 
tarded, you  will  signify  to  them  that  I  hereby  empower 
them  immediately  to  proceed  to  that  business,  without 
waiting  for  the  warrants.  And  in  order  to  prevent  any 
confusion  that  may  take  place,  the  Captains  and  Lieuten- 
ants must  immediately  signify  to  me,  in  writing,  that  they 
accept  or  decline  the  oflices  to  which  they  have  been  elect- 
ed. The  votes  I  shall  immediately  transmit  to  Congress, 
that  they  may  approve  of  the  Field-Oflicers,  or  appoin' 
others  out  of  your  body,  as  they  may  think  proper. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

"  Philip  Schuyler. 
"  To  Mr.  Nathan  Clark,  Chairman,  &c." 

Ordered,  That  Blank  Warrants  be  sent  to  General 
Schuyler,  for  the  seven  Captains  and  fourteen  Lieutenants 
of  the  Troops  to  be  raised  by  this  Colony  from  among 
those  called  Green  Mountain  Boys. 

Ordered,  That  General  Schuyler  be  requested  and  au- 
thorized to  appoint  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  or  Major,  or  both, 
for  the  Ti'oops  to  be  raised  by  this  Colony  from  among 
those  called  Green  Mountain  Boys,  when  such  a  number 
of  them  are  raised  as  (in  his  opinion)  shall  make  it  neces- 
sary. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  are 
raised,  each  of  them  shall  be  furnished  with  a  Coat;  and 
that  Mr.  Peter  T.  Curtenius  be  requested  to  purchase 
coarse  green  Cloth  for  that  purpose,  and  red  Cloth  suffi- 
cient to  face  those  Coats,  and  to  have  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  Coats,  of  a  large  size,  made  of  the  said  Cloth. 

Messrs.  Low,  Walton,  Michcau,  Conner,  Journey,  and 
Polhemus,  dissent. 

And  Ordered,  That  Jlr.  Peter  T.  Curtenius  be  re- 
quested to  ]Hirchase  proper  materials  for  Tents,  and  get 
a  sufficient  number  of  Tents  made  for  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  men  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys,  as  soon  as 
proper  materials  for  Tents  can  be  procured. 
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Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  wrote  to  tlie  Hon.  Robert  R. 
Livino-ston,  Esq.,  requesting,'  tliat  all  the  Gunpowder  now 
at  the'' Powder  Mill  at  Rhincbcck  be  sent  to  IValter  Liv- 
ingston, Esq.,  Deputy  Commissary-General  at  Albany,  to 
be  by  him  forwarded  to  General  Schuyler,  at  Ticondero- 
ga,  or  his  order,  agreeable  to  General  Schuyler's  request. 

A  Letter  from  .Mr.  Ethan  Allen,  bearing  date  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  on  the  20th  July,  ultimo,  was  read  and  filed.  He 
thereby  assures  the  Congress  that  he  will  use  his  influence 
to  promote  a  reconciliation  between  this  Government  and 
its  former  discontented  subjects  on  the  Neic-Hamjjshire 
Grants. 

A  Letter  from  Angus  McDonald,  bearing  date  at  Fair- 
field, on  the  1 1th  instant,  directed  to  any  Printer,  and  com- 
plaining of  ill  treatment  by  one  of  the  Riflemen,  was  read 
and  filed. 

A  Memorial  of  Captain  Jacobus  Jl'ynlcoop,  dated  this 
day,  alleging  that,  considering  his  age  and  former  services, 
he  conceives  himself  aggrieved  in  his  rank  and  situation  in 
the  Troops  now  raised  in  this  Colony,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Ilcnry  B.  Livingston,  bearing 
date  the  10th  instant,  informing  that  the  Soldiers  in  his 
Company  are  dissatisfied  because  they  are  not  allowed 
Underclothes,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  of  William  Duer,  Esq.,  bearing  date  this  day, 
was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  expresses  his  respect  and 
gratitude  for  the  confidence  this  Congress  placed  in  his  zeal 
for  the  publick  service,  in  appointing  him  Deputy  Adju- 
tant-General, and  requesting  an  indulgence  of  three  days, 
to  determine  whether  his  connection  with  his  brothers  in 
Dominica  will  admit  of  his  accepting  tlie  commission,  with- 
out risking  their  fortune  by  his  political  conduct. 

A  Letter  from  General  Montgomery,  of  the  10th  in- 
stant, was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  reciuests  that  each 
of  the  Provincial  Troops  sent  forward  to  Ticonderoga  may 
be  furnished  with  Gunpowder,  at  the  rate  of  a  quarter  of  a 
pound  per  man. 

Two  copies  of  the  Association,  signed  by  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  .<4me?!za  Precinct,  hi  Dutchess  County,  were  re- 
turned and  filed. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die  Mcicurii,  9  lio.  A.  :\I.,  August  111,  ITT."!. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  No  pray- 
ers.    Present : 

Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President,  &ic. 

A  Muster-Roll  or  Return  of  G'oosc  Van  SchaicFs 
Regiment,  signed  by  Colonel  Van  Schaick,  was  read  and 
filed. 

A  Letter  from  Johannes  Slcght,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  at  Kingston,  to  the  Deputies  of  Ulster  Coun- 
ty, bearing  date  the  14th  instant,  was  read  and  filed.  He 
thereby  informs,  that  the  Soldiers  raised  in  that  part  of  the 
County  have  been  promised  by  their  Officers  to  have  a 
Drilling  Waistcoat  and  Breeches,  two  Shirts,  two  pair  of 
Hose,  a  pair  of  Shoes,  and  a  Hat ;  that  the  Soldiers  are 
now  dissatisfied  and  uneasy,  and  refuse  to  march  before 
they  receive  what  was  promised  to  them,  and  requests 
directions  by  the  return  of  the  Messenger. 

A  draught  of  an  Answer  to  Johannes  Sleght,  Esq.,  was 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

lu  Piovinciil  Congress,  New.York,  August  IG,  1775. 

Sir:  The  Delegates  from  your  County  laid  before  tlio 
Congress  a  letter  from  you,  dated  the  14th  instant,  inform- 
hv  them  that  dissatisfaction  has  arisen  among  the  soldiers 
raised  among  you,  on  account  of  their  not  receiving  jackets, 
breeches,  &.C.,  over  and  above  their  monthly  pay,  as  you 
say  their  officers  promised  them.  In  answer  to  which,  the 
Congress  inform  you  that  the  officers  had  no  authority 
from  them  to  make  any  such  promises,  and  that  they  have 
resolved  to  furnish  them  with  no  other  part  of  their  cloth- 
ing than  a  coat,  which  is  at  the  particular  expense  of  this 
Colony,  and  is  more  than  any  others  of  the  Continental 
Troops  are  allowed.  Four  Companies  of  the  New-York 
Regiment  have  already  proceeded  to  Ticonderoga,  and 
three  more  will  proceed  in  a  day  or  two,  who  were  fur- 


nislied  with  only  a  coat  at  the  publick  expense.  You  will 
be  pleased,  therefore,  to  direct  the  officers  to  proceed  with 
their  Troops  to  Albany  with  all  possible  speed,  as  no  fur- 
ther allowance  for  clothing  will  be  made. 

We  are.  Sir,  your  very  bumble  servants.     By  order. 
To  Johannes  Sleght,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  at 

Kingston. 

P.  S.  A  blanket  is  allowed  to  each  soldier,  at  Continen- 
tal charge. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, Esq.,  and  the  other  Members  of  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy,  at  Fhiladelphia,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  ."August  IG,  1775. 

Sir  :  It  is  with  reluctance  that  we  make  the  present 
application,  but  being  disapjiointed  in  the  arrival  of  a  ves- 
sel which  we  had  despatched  about  three  months  since  for 
a  supply  of  gunpowder,  and  having  freely  exhausted  our 
small  stock  for  the  Continental  service,  we  now  find  our- 
selves necessitated  to  ask  some  immediate  assistance  from 
you.  We  have  supplied  the  Continental  camp  before  Boa- 
ton  with  sixteen  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  of  powder, 
and  Ticonderoga  with  three  hundred  pounds,  and  have 
been  obliged  to  send  to  the  east  end  of  Long-Island  all 
that  we  could  procure  in  this  City,  so  that  we  now  remain 
perfectly  destitute.  We  must  therefore  entreat  that  you 
would  oblige  us  with  the  loan  of  about  one  ton  of  gun- 
powder, or  as  much  more  as  you  conveniently  can  spare ; 
we  shall  take  care  to  replace  it  from  the  first  we  shall 
receive. 

The  present  exigency  of  this  Colony,  we  make  no 
doubt,  will  induce  your  immediate  compliance  with  the 
above  request,  and  we  therefore  only  further  add  our  de- 
sire that  the  powder  may  be  sent  with  all  despatch  to  the 
care  of  the  Committee  at  Newark. 

By  order. 
The  Hon.  Benjamin  Franklin  and  the  other  Gentlemen, 

Members  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  or  Secrecy,  at 

FhiladcJphia. 

P.  S.  We  beg  that  the  powder  to  be  sent  may  be  put 
up  in  tight  casks. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Mr.  Bedford  IVilliams,  of  Fhiladelphia,  having  sent 
into  Congress  several  Credentials,  certifying  his  having 
attended  Lectures  in   Physick  and  Surgery, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bedford  ffUliams  be  appointed 
Surgeon's  JNIate  to  the  Second  Regiment  of  the  Troops 
now  raised  in  this  Colony,  if  a  Surgeon's  Mate  is  not 
already  appointed  to  that  Regiment,  subject  to  the  general 
order  of  this  House  for  the  examination  of  all  Surgeons 
and  their  Mates,  by  Dr.  John  Jones  and  Dr.  Bard. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  Companies  of  the  Troops  of 
this  Colony  raised  in  Suffolk  County  proceed  to  Ticonde- 
roga, with  all  possible  despatch,  to  join  the  Continental 
Army  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Schuyler. 

(Queen's  County  dissents. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  General  JJ'ooster  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  August  IG,  1775. 

Sir  :  It  being  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Troops  levied 
on  Long-Island  march  immediately  to  join  General  Schuy- 
ler, and  as  it  is  probable  future  attempts  will  be  made,  by 
order  of  General  Gage,  to  take  the  live  stock  from  the  east 
end  of  Long-Island  and  the  islands  near  it,  it  is  conceived 
by  the  Congress,  that  to  prevent  such  depredations,  it  is 
proper  that  you  should  continue  there  with  your  Troops 
till  further  order,  which  you  are  hereby  desired  to  do  ac- 
cordingly. 

We  are.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants.     By 
order. 
General  JCoostcr. 

Ordered,  That  a  co|iy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  be  recommitted  to  tiie  same  Committee. 

Whereas,  agreeable  to  a  Resolution  of  this  Congress,  the 
Mayor  and  Magistrates  of  this  City  have  been  requested 
to  procure  a  Barge  to  be  built  for  His  Majesty's  Ship-4si'rt, 
to  replace  the  one  lately  destroyed ;  and  this  Congress 
being  informed  that  the  Carpenters  in  this  City  decline 
undertaking  to  build  the  said  Barge,  being  apprehensive, 
by  threats  given  out  by  some  persons,  if  they  should  un- 
dertake to  build  the  said  Barge,  that  the  same  may  not 
only  be  destroyed,  but  that  their  persons  or  property  may 
be  injured  or  insulted  : 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  who  have  given  such  obstruc- 
tion, by  threats,  to  the  execution  of  the  aforesaid  order,  or 
shall  hereafter  by  threats  or  violence  oppose  the  same, 
ought  to  be  considered  as  factious,  disorderly  members  of 
the  community,  and  as  guilty  of  a  dangerous  attempt  to 
destroy  the  authority  of  this  Congress,  and  to  render  them 
contemptible. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  for  the  purpose  of  effectually  carrying 
into  execution  the  said  order,  and  to  defeat  the  malicious 
designs  of  such  as  dare  to  condemn  or  oppose  the  authori- 
ty and  orders  of  this  House,  Rlr.  Henry  Sheaf  be  ordered 
immediately  to  set  about  building  a  proper  Barge  for  the 
said  Ship  Asia,  and  to  finish  iier  with  all  possible  despatch. 
And  that  Colonel  Lasher  be  ordered  to  furnish  a  sufficient 
guard,  who  are  to  be  relieved  at  the  discretion  of  the  Col- 
onel, to  protect  the  said  Barge  while  building,  and  to  see 
her  safely  delivered  for  the  use  of  the  said  Ship.  And  the 
IMagistrates  as  well  as  the  other  inhabitants  of  this  City  are 
requested  to  give  all  necessary  aid  in  this  business,  that  it 
may  be  known  whether  a  few  rash  and  restless  individuals 
out  of  doors,  or  the  i-epresentati\e  body  of  the  Colony  in 
this  Congress,  are  to  direct  the  measures  for  our  publick 
safety  at  this  dangerous  and  critical  juncture. 

Resolved ,  Tliat  if  any  person  or  jiersons  shall  be  found 
threatening  or  attempting  to  destroy  the  said  Barge,  they 
be  taken  into  custody  by  the  said  guard,  and  detained  till 
the  order  of  this  Congress  shall  be  made  respecting  them. 

Ordered,  That  these  Resolutions  be  published  in  Holt's 
and  Rivington's  Newspapers  to-morrow. 


up  agreeable  to  their  choice.  The  Field-Oflicers  were  to 
be  recommended  jointly  with  you  by  this  Congress ;  but 
as  we  are  ignorant  of  the  merits  and  qualifications  of  those 
among  them  who  would  be  ecpial  to  the  appointment,  we 
have  therefore  concluded  to  leave  the  appointment  to  you. 
The  disputes  already  subsisting  amongst  their  chiefs,  the 
principles  whereof  we  are  strangers  to,  are  an  additional 
inducement  in  determining  us  to  this  reference.  Your  ac- 
quaintance with  them  we  hope  will  enable  you  to  fix  the 
choice  on  such  persons  as  may  be  least  exceptionable,  and 
who  will  most  eifectually  promote  the  service. 

The  appointing  olHcei's  and  supplying  necessaries  for  an 
hospital  is  a  Continental  expense,  for  which  this  Congress 
are  not  competent ;  but  at  the  same  lime  are  of  opinion 
that  you,  as  Commander-in-Chief,  are  fully  authorized  to 
order  all  matters  necessary  for  that  purpose;  and  be  assured 
that  we  shall  gladly  give  you  all  the  assistance  in  our  power. 
We  enclose  you  a  copy  of  our  resolves  entered  into  on  the 
15th  instant,  which  we  expect  will  fully  answer  the  re- 
maining particulars  of  your  letter;  as,  also,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  we  received  of  General  IVushington,  dated  the  10th 
instant. 

With  respect,  your  humble  servants.     By  order. 
Major-General  Schuyler. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted,  together  with  copies  of 
the  Minutes  of  this  Congress  on  the  15th  instant,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  requisitions  in  General  Schuyler's  Letter. 

Colonel  McDougall  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Colo- 
nel Lispenard,  that  two  Brass  Kettles,  to  contain  ten  gal- 
lons each,  be  provided  for  each  Company  of  the  Troops 
raised  in  this  Colony,  agreeable  to  the  arrangement  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut.  Objections  being  made  to  the  said 
motion,  and  the  question  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative,  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit  : 

For  the  Motion.  Against  the  Motion. 

2  Queen's  County.  3  Albany, 

—  2  Riclim'ond, 

2  2  Suftblk, 
2  Ulster, 

Nevi-York,  Westchester,  and  Orange  Counties,  2  King's, 

had  no  votes,  for  want  of  a  sufRcient  number  2  Tiyon, 


Die  Jovis,  9  lio.  A.  .U,  August  17,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  No 
prayers. 

A  Letter  fiom  General  IVashinglon  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

"Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  10,  1775. 

"  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  2d  instant  is  duly  received, 
but  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  comply  with  the  request  it 
contains,  of  forwarding  commissions.  All  those  I  have  yet 
received  from  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  are  far 
short  of  the  number  required  in  this  Army;  for  which  rea- 
son, when  at  New-York,  &n{\  by  letter  from  this,  I  directed 
General  Schuyler  to  apply  to  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia 
for  those  of  his  department,  as  the  shortest  and  easiest  mode; 
to  which  I  must  also  now  refer  you. 

"We  have  had  no  occurrence  in  the  camp,  for  several 
days,  worthy  of  notice  ;  but,  by  some  advices  irom  Bostoii, 
and  several  concurring  circumstances,  w-e  have  gi-eat  rea- 
son to  suspect  a  part  or  the  w-hole  of  the  Ministerial  Troops 
are  about  to  remove.  New-  York  is  the  place  generally 
talked  of  as  their  destination.  I  give  you  the  intelligence 
as  it  came  to  me,  but  do  not  vouch  for  its  authenticity, 

"  I  am,  w  ith  the  most  respectful  regard  to  yourself  and 
the  body  over  whom  you  preside,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant,  ,,^  ,,, 

■'  "(jeorce  Washington. 

"The  Hon.  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President  of 

the  Provincial  Congress,  Nciv-York." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  General  fVashington's  Letter 
be  sent  to  General  Schuyler. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Major-General  Schuyler  was 
read  and  ajiproved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  August  17,  1775. 

Sir:  We  have  received  your  favour  dated  the  .31st  of 
.Tuly  last,  covering  the  proceedings  of  the  Cireen  Mountain 
Boys  in  their  choice  of  officers,  and,  agreeable  to  your 
request,  enclose  you  twenty-one  blank  warrants,  to  be  filled 


Ordered,  That  the  following  Gentlemen  be  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  form  an  arrangement  of  the  Militia,  to  wit:  Colo- 
nel Woodhull  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hohart,  Mr.  Jackson  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Herring,  and  Mr.  Covenhoven  in  the 
place  of  Henry  IVilliams. 

A  Certificate  of  Doctor  John  Jones  and  Doctor  Bard, 
bearing  date  this  day,  was  read  and  filed.  They  thereby 
certify  that  they  have  examined  Edtvard  Sands,  respecting 
his  knowledge  and  qualifications  for  Surgeon's  Mate  in  one 
of  the  Ncvj-York  Regiments,  and  that  they  admit  him  as 
competent  to  the  office. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Edward  Sands  be  appointed 
Surgeon's  Mate  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Troops  raised  in 
this  Colony. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  and 
the  Secret  Committee  at  Philadelphia,  and  also  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elizahethtoivn,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  August  17,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  You  will  easily  see  the  propriety  of  en- 
closing to  you  a  paragraph  of  General  Washington's  Letter 
of  the  10th  instant,  and  you  will  not  need  the  hint,  which 
we  take  the  liberty  to  give  you,  that  the  intelligence  ought 
to  be  communicated  to  the  several  Committees  of  your 
Colony. 

We  are  Gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
and  humble  servants. 

Ordered,  That  two  copies  thereof  be  engrossed,  and 
signed  by  the  President,  one  to  be  directed  to  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Esq.,  and  the  Secret  Committee  at  Philadelphia, 
and  the  other  to  be  directed  to  the  Committee  o( Elizabeth- 
toiim;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  paragraph  of  General  Wash- 
ington's Letter,  which  mentions  General  Gage's  removal; 
be  enclosed  in  each  of  them. 


Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-i 


morrow  mornins 


535 


NEW- YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  AUGUST,  1775. 


536 


Die  Veneris,  9  lio.  A.  M.,  August  18,  1775. 

The  Confrress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Opened 
with  prayers" hy  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mason.     Present : 
reter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  County 
o{  jScw-York,  of  their  inquiry  relating  to  the  destroying  of 
the  Boat  lately  ordered  to  be  built  for  His  Majesty's  Ship 
Asia,  was  read  and  filed.  The  said  Committee  reports 
the  names  of  a  number  of  witnesses  by  them  examined, 
and  the  substance  of  the  examinations  of  the  said  witnesses, 
whereby  it  appears  that  the  said  Committee  could  not  dis- 
cover any  of  the  persons  who  were  concerned  in  destroy- 
ing the  said  Boat. 

A  Muster-RoU  of  Capt.  .Jolm  Ilulbcrfs  Company,  dated 
the  9th  instant,  and  certified  by  Dauid  Mulfurd,  one  of  the 
Muster-.Masters  in  Suffolk  County,  was  brought  in  and  filed. 

That  part  of  (ieneral  fVashington's  Letter  which  informs 
that  he  has  not  any  Blank  Commissions  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  wrote  to  Charles  Thomson, 
Esq.,  at  Fhiladclphia,  requesting  him  to  send  Blank  Com- 
missions for  the  Troops  raised  in  this  Colony. 

Thereupon,  a  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Charles  Thomson, 
Esq.,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

In  Proviiiciiil  Congress  at  New-York,  August  18,  1775. 

Sir:  We  applied  to  General  Jf'ashington  (or  commis- 
sions for  the  olFicers  of  the  Troops  raised  by  this  Colony. 
He  has  infornied  us  that  the  commissions  he  received  are  far 
short  of  the  number  required  for  the  Army  at  Cambridge, 
and  that,  when  at  New-  York,  he  directed  General  Schui/- 
ler  to  apply  to  the  Continental  Congress  for  those  of  his 
department,  and  refers  us  there. 

We  imagine  General  Schuyler  has  not  received  the  com- 
missions. If  they  have  not  been  sent  to  him,  and  you  have 
blank  commissions,  we  request  you  to  send  us  about  two 
hundred. 

We  are,  respectfully,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 
To  Charles  Thomson,  Esq.,  at  Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Fortifications  formerly 
ordered  by  the  Continental  Congress,  and  reported  by  a 
Committee  of  this  Congress,  as  proper  to  be  built  on  the 
banks  of  Hudson's  River,  in  the  Highlands,  be  immediately 
erected. 

Mr.  PValton  dissents. 

And  that  Mr.  Isaac  Scars,  iNIr.  John  Berrien,  Colonel 
Edivard  Flcmming,  Mr.  Anthony  Rutgers,  and  Mr. 
Christopher  Miller,  be  Commissioners  to  manage  the  erect- 
ing and  finishing  the  said  Fortifications.  That  any  three 
or  more  of  them  be  empowered  to  act,  manage,  and  direct 
the  building  and  finishing  thereof. 

David  Pyc,  Esq.,  informed  the  ("ongress  that  Mr. 
Marlinus  Goctschius  declines  the  service,  and  has  leturned 
his  Warrant. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Pye,  Ordered,  That  Philiji  Du 
Bois  Bevicr  be  appointed  First  Lieutenant  in  Robert 
Johnso7i's  Company,  in  the  place  o(  Martinus  Goctschius, 
who  has  declined  ;  and  that  William  Martin  be  appoint- 
ed Second  Lieutenant,  in  the  jilace  o(  Philip  Du  Bois 
Bevicr.  That  a  copy  of  this  Minute  be  made  on  Mr. 
Bcvicr's  Warrant ;  and  that  a  Warrant  be  issued  to  fVil- 
liam  Martin,  as  Second  Lieutenant. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Honourable  Robert  R.  Liv- 
ingston, Esq.,  requesting  him  to  forward  all  the  Gunjiowder 
from  the  Powder  Mill  at  Rhinebeck,  under  the  care  of  Major 
Zcdtwitz,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  August  IS,  1775. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  a  Letter  from  General  Schuyler 
for  that  purpose,  wo  request  that  all  the  powder  at  the 
Powder  Mill  at  Rhincbcck  may  be  forwarded  to  General 
Schuyler  as  soon  as  possible.  Such  powder  as  can  be 
delivered  into  the  care  of  Major  Zcdtwitz  he  will  take  with 
him  into  Ticondcroga.  We  are,  respectfully.  Sir,  k.c. 
To  the  Hon.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Esq.,  at    Clermont, 

I\Ianor  of  Livingston. 


Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Easthampton 
and  Southold  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New.York,  August  18,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  recent  transactions  of  the  Ministerial 
Army  and  Navy  within  your  District  will  sufficiently  apprize 
you  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  taking  such  precautions  as 
will  prevent  the  ill  effects  of  their  future  piratical  descents 
on  our  coasts.  The  most  probable  and  effectual  means 
for  this  purpose  we  conceive  will  be  to  remove  the  cattle 
and  sheep  from  Gardiner  s  and  Plumb  Islands ;  and  we 
therefore  recommend  that  you  will  take  proper  steps  for  their 
removal  with  all  possible  despatch. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants. 
By  order: 
To  the  Committee  of  Easthamj)ton  and  Southold. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  General  JVoostcr  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Ncw-York,  August  18,  1775. 

Sir:  We  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  paragraph  in  General 
Washington's  Letter  of  the  lOtli  instant,  in  consequence  of 
which  we  desire  you  to  return  to  your  camp  at  Harlem 
with  the  utmost  speed,  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  this  City 
and  Province.  We  are.  Sir,  yours,  Sic. 
To  Brigadier-General  Wooster. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted  by  IMr.  L'Hommedicu. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Peter  T.  Curtcnius  deliver  to  Colo- 
nel Holmes,  for  the  use  of  his  Regiment,  all  the  Arms  he  has 
already  got  or  shall  Sjjeedily  procure,  except  fifty,  which 
he  is  to  reserve,  to  complete  the  Arms  of  seven  Companies 
of  Colonel  McDougalVs  Regiment. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Franklin,  and  lo  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elizabethtoivn,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  August  18,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Upon  reconsidering  that  paragraph  of 
General  Washington's  Letter,  a  copy  of  which  we  sent 
you  yesterday,  we  have  too  much  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Troops  which  are  about  to  remove  from  Boston  are 
destined  for  this  City.  Considering  how  important  the 
security  of  this  post  is  to  the  common  cause,  we  conceive 
that  no  pains  should  be  spared  to  render  it  as  secure  as 
possible,  in  case  of  the  arrival  of  the  Ministerial  Troops. 
We  therefore  earnestly  request  you  to  keep  your  Militia 
properly  arrayed,  to  inarch  at  a  moment's  warning,  as  we 
shall  be  obliged  to  call  on  you  for  your  immediate  assistance 
as  soon  as  we  can  be  well  informed  of  the  destination  of 
those  Troops  for  this  City. 

P.  S.  We  did  not  know  that  your  Provincial  Congress 
were  sitting  when  we  wrote  you  yesterday.  Therefore,  if 
they  are  still  sitting,  please  to  forward  this,  with  our  letter 
of  yesterday,  and  General  ff'ashington's  intelligence,  to 
them  immediately. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Van  Zandt  and  Mr.  Sears  employ 
two  prime  sailing  Boats,  with  proper  persons,  to  go  to  the 
eastward,  to  observe  if  they  can  discover  any  Fleet  steering 
towards  the  westward.  That  Mr.  Van  Zandt  and  Mr. 
Sears  direct  the  Masters  of  such  Boats  as  they  may  em- 
jiloy  to  give  the  speediest  intelligence  to  this  Congress  of 
any  Fleet  they  may  discover,  and  give  them  such  other 
directions  as  they  may  think  proper. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Die  Sabbati,  9  lio.  \.  M.,  August  19,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Opened 
with  prayers  by  the  Rev.  l\Ir.  Boicden.     Present : 
Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President. 

A  Letter  from  General  Jf'ashiftgton,  of  the  Stli  instant, 
waa  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
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"Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  8,  1775. 

"Gentlemen:  It  must  give  gi-eat  concern  to  every  con- 

^  siderate  mind,  that  when  this  whole  Continent,  at  a  vast 

expense  of  blood  and  treasure,  is  endeavouring  to  establish 

■'  its  liberties  on  the  most  secure  and  solid  foundations,  not 

only  by  a  laudable  opposition  of  force  to  force,  but  denying 
itself  the  usual  advantages  of  trade,  there  are  men  among 
us  so  basely  sordid  as  to  counteract  all  our  exertions,  for 
the  sake  of  a  little  gain.  You  cannot  but  have  heard  that 
the  distresses  of  the  JMinisterial  Troops,  for  fresh  provisions 

^  and   many  other  necessaries,  at  Boston,  were  very  great. 

It  is  a  policy  justifiable  by  all  the  laws  of  war  to  endeavour 
to  increase  them.  Desertions,  discouragement,  and  a  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  service,  besides  weakening  their 
strength,  are 'some  of  the  natural  consequences  of  such  a 
situation,  and,  if  continued,  might  afford  the  fairest  hope  of 
success,  without  further  effusion  of  human  blood. 

"A  vessel  cleared  lately  out  of  Neiv-Yurk,  for  St. 
Croix,  with  fi'esh  provisions  and  other  articles,  has  just 
gone  into  Boston,  instead  of  pursuing  her  voyage  to  the 
West-Indies.  I  have  endeavoured  to  discover  tlie  name 
of  the  captain  or  owner,  but  as  yet  without  success.  The 
owner,  it  is  said,  went  to  St.  Croix  before  the  vessel,  from 
which,  and  hei'  late  arrival,  1  make  no  doubt  you  will  be 
able  to  discover  and  expose  the  villain.  And  if  you  could 
fall  upon  some  effectual  measure  to  prevent  the  like  in 
future,  it  would  be  doing  a  signal  service  to  our  common 
country. 

"  I  have  been  endeavouring,  by  every  means  in  my 
power,  to  discover  the  future  intentions  of  our  enemy  here. 
I  find  a  general  idea  prevailing  through  the  Army,  and  in 
the  Town  of  Boston,  that  the  Troops  are  soon  to  leave  the 
Town,  and  go  to  some  other  part  of  the  Continent. 
New-¥ork  is  the  place  generally  mentioned  as  their  des- 
tination.    I  should  think  a  rumour  or  suggestion  of  this 

r  kind  worthy  of  very  little  notice,  if  it  was  not  confirmed  by 

some  corresponding  circumstances.  But  a  four  weeks' 
total  inactivity,  with  all  their  re-enforcements  arrived  and 
recruited,  the  daily  diminution  by  desertions,  sickness,  and 
small  skirmishes,  induce  an  opinion  that  any  effort  they 
propose  to  make  will  be  directed  elsewhere.  I  thought  it 
proper  just  to  hint  to  you  what  is  probably  intended.  You 
will  then  consider  what  regard  is  to  be  paid  to  it,  and  w  hat 

^  steps  will  be  proper  for  you  to  take,  if  any. 

"I  am,  w^ith  great  respect  and  regard,  Gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
"  Tli^  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Province 
of  Neiv-YorJc." 

I  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  paragraph  of  General 

Washington's  Letter  relative  to  a  Vessel  tliat  arrived  at 
Boston  with  fresh  Provisions  and  other  articles,  supposed 
to  be  from  New-York,  be  sent  to  the  General  Committee 
of  Neiu-York ;  and  that  they  be  directed  to  make  inquiry 
whether  the  said  Vessel  did  sail  from  hence,  and  who  are 
the  owners  and  master  of  the  said  Vessel,  and  report  the 
result  thereof  to  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  no  Cattle,  Sheep,  Poultry,  or  Live 
Stock  of  any  kind,  except  Horses,  be  exported  from  this 
Colony,  (save  only  such  Ship  Stores  for  which  the  Chair- 
man or  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Committee  at  the  Port 
or  place  from  whence  any  Vessel  may  sail  shall  give  per- 
mission,) until  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered  by  this  or  the 
Continental  Congress.  And  the  Committees  of  the  Cities, 
Counties,  Towns,  and  Precincts,  in  this  Colony,  are  hereby 
strictly  enjoined  to  cause  this  Resolution  to  be  complied 
with  and  obeyed  witliin  their  respective  Districts. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  last  Resolution  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Newspapers. 

Mr.  John  Carter,  lately  from  Boston,  being  requested, 
attended  in  Congress.  Short  notes  of  his  information  were 
taken  by  one  of  the  Secretaries,  and  being  read  to  the  said 
John  Carter,  and  by  him  acknowledged  to  be  truly  taken, 
were  filed. 

^  A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Philadel- 

phia was  read,  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit : 

In  Povincial  Congress,  New-York,  August  19, 1775. 
Gentlemen-:   We  enclose  you  short  notes  of  informa- 
tion we  received  of  Mr.  John  Carter,  who  left  Boston  a 


few  days  since.  Mr.  Carter  will  speedily  be  at  Philadel- 
jihia,  and  can  give  you  more  fully  and  particularly  the  in- 
formation we  received  of  him. 

You  will,  no  doubt,  gentlemen,  make  such  inquiries  as 
to  discover  whether  the  owners  of  the  Ship  Sally,  as  well 
as  of  Mr.  White's  Schooner,  did  not  ship  their  respective 
cargoes  with  design  to  supply  the  Ministerial  Fleet  and 
Army  at  Boston,  which  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to 
susjject. 

We  are,  most  respectfully,  Gentlemen,  )our  most  obe- 
dient humble  servants. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  Letter  be  engrossed, 
and  signed  by  the  President,  and,  toi^etlier  with  a  copy  of 
the  notes  of  the  examination  of  Mr.  John  Carter,  as  far  as 
relates  to  the  Ship  Sally  and  JVhite's  Erigantine,  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Connnittee  of  the  City  of  Fhiladelphia. 

Die  LuniE,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  Au-ust  21,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  No  prayers. 
Present : 

Peter  T'.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lispenard,  Mr.  Sears,  Mr. 
Thomas  Smith,  and  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  be  a  Committee  to 
examine  Captain  Lawrence.  That  the  said  Committee 
have  power  to  discharge  and  liberate  Captain  Lawrence, 
if  they  think  proper.  That  they  take  with  tliem  the  Let- 
ters found  with  Captain  Lawrence,  and  that  they  make 
report  to  this  Congress. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  was  read  and  filed,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Ticonderoga,  August  15,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Yesterday  I  was  flivoured  with  a  line 
from  Mr.  Francis  Leivis,  dated  Pliiladelphia,  the  2d  Au- 
gust. He  advises  me  that  Congress  was  adjourned,  and  that 
in  future  1  was  to  address  myself  to  you.  That  he  had 
received  several  of  my  letters  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
which  he  would  lay  before  you.  But  as  he  does  not  men- 
tion of  what  date,  I  suppose  there  are  none  later  than  the 
27th  ult.,  and  that  the  subsequent  ones,  of  the  28th  and 
31st  ult.,  2d  and  tith  instant,  had  not  come  to  hand,  copies 
of  the  two  fiist  of  which  I  enclose  you,  with  copies  of  such 
of  the  jiapers  alluded  to  as  may  be  of  consequence,  lest 
those  letters  should  not  be  delivered  you. 

"  Since  my  last,  Major  Brown  is  returned  from  Canada  ; 
he  did  not  complete  my  wishes;  enclosed  you  have  his 
reports.  I  cannot  learn  that  either  the  regular  Troops  or 
Indians  have  been  further  south  than  the  latitude  ^0°. 
I  suppose  they  are  apprehensive  of  an  attack.  Captain 
Smith  fell  in  with  an  officer,  sergeant,  and  ten  Indians; 
he  wished  to  speak  to  them,  but  they  retired  to  their  boats, 
and  on  his  approach  they  fired  three  \ollcys,  but  did  not 
kill  or  wound  any  one. 

"  I  shall  soon  have  boats  sufficient  to  move  what  men  I 
am  likely  to  have  here,  and  therefore  wish  that  any  of  the 
articles  requested  in  my  estimate,  and  which  have  not  yet 
been  sent,  together  with  such  as  I  have  subsequently  applied 
for,  may  be  immediately  forwarded  to  me.  Cartridge  paper, 
and  the  various  articles  necessary  in  the  artillery  branch, 
except  guns,  I  have  none  of;  and  as  I  cannot  make  a 
substitute  for  any,  I  wish  that  not  one  moment's  delay  may 
be  made  in  sending  those  from  Ncu'-York,  with  orders 
that  they  may  not  be  detained  at  any  place. 

"  I  am.  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your 
most  obetlient  humble  servant,  Philip  Schuvlee. 

'•  To  the  New-York  Provincial  Congress." 

Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  copies  of  Letters  from  General  Schuy- 
ler to  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  were  read  and 
filed. 

A  copy  of  the  Report  of  Captain  James  Smith  was 
read  and  filed. 

No.  4,  a  copy  of  a  Letter  of  the  Gth  of  August,  from 
General  Schuyler  to  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  was 
read  and  filed. 

Copy  of  the  Report  of  Major  Brown  was  read  and  filed. 

Copy  of  the  Affidavit  of  John  Dugidd  was  ves^A  and  filed. 

The  Affidavit  of  .John  Shatforth  was  also  read  and  filed. 

1'he  Report  of  James  Stewart  was  read  and  filed. 

A  copy  of  the  Affidavit  of  Benjamin  Davis  was  read 
and  filed. 
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A  Letter  from  the  Committee  at  Albumj  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  liie  words  following,  to  wit: 

"Albany  CojniniUeo  Chamber,  Autrust  10,  1775. 

"  Gentlemiin  :  We  find  ourselves  once  more  oblijjed  to 
trouble  you  with  respect  to  tlie  soldiers  who  were  taken 
prisoners  at  St.  John's,  who  have  been  furnished  with  pro- 
visions by  Elis/tn  Fhc/jis,  Esq.,  Commissary,  (appointed 
by  the  Govcrnour  of  Connecticut,)  till  a  few  days  ago, 
when  Mr.  Fheljjs  went  into  Connecticut  upon  business, 
and  left  no  order  with  his  Deputy  to  supply  them ;  who, 
being  unwilling  to  supply  them  without  orders  from  our 
Board,  spoke  to  the  Chairman,  who  told  him  he  thought, 
as  the  Army  was  now  properly  organized,  it  was  their  busi- 
ness to  give  orders  concerning  prisoners,  and  referred  him 
to  General  Montgomery,  who  (as  the  said  Deputy  informed 
us)  found  much  fault  with  their  insolence,  and  thought  it 
improper  that  they  should  be  suffered  to  remain  in  this 
Town,  as  being  a  frontier  place,  where  they  might  do  dis- 
service to  the  publick  cause,  and  therefore  declined  doing 
any  thing  in  the  alfair;  upon  which,  Mr.  Phelps's  Deputy 
made  application  to  us  again,  advising  us  at  the  same  time 
that  the  soldiers  were  so  insolent  as  to  threaten  to  lake 
provisions  by  force,  if  he  refused  to  supply  them.  We 
have  come  to  a  resolution  to  supply  them  as  formerly,  till 
we  have  your  further  instructions  in  the  premises. 

"  We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servants. 
"By  order  of  the  Committee: 

"  Abraham  Yates,  Ji;n.,  Chairman. 
"To  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  A'tu'-  York." 

A  Letter  from  RamuJd  McDonald,  Sergeant  of  the 
Twenty-Sixth  Regiment,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  state  of  fects  oC  Abraham  Gardiner,  ThomasJJ'ick- 
ham,  and  David  Mnlford,  the  executors  of  the  last  will 
and  testament  of  David  Gardiner,  deceased,  setting  forth 
the  loss  the  Estate  of  the  testator  had  suflered  by  late 
depredations  by  part  of  General  Gage's  Fleet  and  Army, 
was  read.  They  therein  set  forth,  that  a  number  of 
persons,  who  have  Estates  in  the  Province  of  Massa- 
diusctts-Bay,  were  principal  actors  in  the  robbery,  and 
requesting  a  Letter  from  this  Congress  to  be  wrote  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay, 
desiring  them  to  secure  so  much  of  their  Estates  as  shall 
be  sufficient  to  make  compensation  to  the  injured  children 
of  David  Gardiner,  deceased. 

The  Certificate  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committees 
of  Southampton,  Easlhampton,  and  Shelter-hland,  was 
read.  They  certify  that  the  executors  of  the  will  of  David 
Gardiner,  deceased,  were  not  concerned  in  assisting  or 
consenting  to  the  seizing  and  taking  the  Stock  olf  Gardi- 
ner's Island,  by  General  Gage's  Fleet  and  Army. 

The  separate  Affidavits  of  Benjamin  Miller  and  IVilliam 
Bead,  proving  the  removal  of  the  Stock  from  Gardiner's 
Island  by  force,  and  that  a  number  of  persons  from  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay were  therein  concerned,  were  read  ;  and  an 
account  of  the  damages  suffered  by  the  executors  of  David 
Gardiner,  was  also  read. 

The  Muster-Roil  of  Captain  Bufiis  Ilcrriclc's  Com- 
pany, returned  by  Mr.  Jacobus  Swarf ivout,  was  filed. 

The  Muster-Roil  of  Captain  Andrew  Billings's  Com- 
pany, and  the  Muster-Roll  of  Captain  Lewis  Du  Bois's 
Company,  and  the  Muster-Roll  oi  Henry  B.  Livingstons 
Company,  returned  by  Mr.  Jacobus  Swurtwout,  were  re- 
spectively filed. 

A  Letter  from  Jar<dins  Rosclcrans,  of  the  lOili  instant, 
was  read  and  filed,  with  the  Papers  enclosed  therein. 

Resolved  and  Ordi.red,  That  if  Samuel  Van  Vcglitcn 
declines  the  service  in  Captain  Bosckrans's  Company,  in 
the  Troops  of  this  Colony,  that  Thomas  Lee  be  appointed 
First  Lieutenant,  in  the  stead  of  Samuel  Van  I'eghten; 
and  that  fVilliam  B.  Alger  be  appointed  Second  Lieuten- 
ant in  the  said  Company,  in  the  place  of  Thomas  Lee,  as 
First  Lieutenant,  and  IVilliam  B.  Alger,  as  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, as  soon  as  the  Warrant  to  Samuel  Van  I'eghten 
and  the  former  Warrant  to  Thomas  Lee  are  returned  to 
this  Congress. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jacobus  Swartwoiit 
be  appointed  Muster-Master,  to  muster  the  Company  of 
Captain    Jacobus   Bostkrans,    in    Dutchess    County,   and 


that  Mr.  Swartwout  be  requested  to  muster  the  said  Com- 
].any. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Peter  T.  Curtenius  forward  to  the 
Deputy  Commissary-General,  at  Albany,  twenty  reams  of 
Cartridge  Paper,  to  wit:  ten  reams  of  the  best  Cannon 
Cartridge  Paper,  and  ten  reams  of  Jlusket  Cartridge  Pa- 
per ;  and  that  he  write  to  the  Deputy  Commissary-Gen- 
eral to  forward  it  with  all  j)ossible  despatch. 

Colonel  McDougall  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Major 
JVilliams,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Govemour,  to  know  of  him  whether  he  has  any  intelli- 
gence from  Boston,  of  General  Gage's  intention  to  remove 
his  Troops,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Beekman,  and  Major 
IVitliams,  be  a  Comn)ittee  for  that  purpose,  and  that  they 
report  to  this  Congress  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt  and  IMr.  Tho- 
mas Randall  be  added  to  the  Committee  to  inspect  casting 
Brass  Cannon. 

A  Letter  from  the  Officers  and  Men  of  a  Company  at 
Mamacoting  Precinct  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  referred  to  Captain 
Uorncbcck  and  Mr.  Jackson. 

A  draught  of  a   Letter  to  General  Schuyler  was  read 
and  ajiproved  oi',  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
In  Provincial  Congress,  Now.York,  August  21,  17T5. 

Sni:  We  have  been  honoured  with  the  receipt  of  your 
favour  of  the  15th  instant,  wherein  you  inform  us  that,  by 
letter  from  Mr.  Lewis,  you  have  been  advised  of  the 
recess  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  that  in  future  you 
was  to  address  yourself  to  us.  The  copies  of  your  letters 
of  the  28th  and  31st  ultimo,  and  the  2d  and  6th  instant, 
to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the  papers  attending 
them,  we  have  duly  considered.  With  respect  to  the  in- 
formation contained  in  those  letters  and  papers,  it  is  out  of 
our  power  to  furnish  you  with  any  instruction  on  that  head  ; 
which  we  conceive  to  be  the  less  necessary,  as  we  are 
assured  by  a  member  of  that  respectable  body,  now  pre- 
sent, that  discretionary  orders  have  been  transmitted  to 
you,  for  conducting  the  department  of  the  publick  service 
under  your  command  according  to  the  dictates  of  your  own 
judgment;  and  we  supposed  those  orders  had  not  reached 
)  ou. 

W'c  hope  that,  before  this  can  reach  you,  your  Troops 
will  be  much  more  numerous  tlian  your  last  letter  to  the 
Continental  Congress  mentions,  and  that  you  will  have 
i-eccived  the  several  articles  of  your  estimate,  which  from 
time  to  time  have  been  sent  yon,  as  fast  as  they  could  be 
provided.  Of  what  remains  you  have  a  report  enclosed 
i)y  Mr.  Curtenius. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  you  of  om-  readiness  to  comply, 
with  all  possible  des]iatch,  with  whatever  you  may  think 
proper  to  request  of  us. 

We  are,  Sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your  most 
obedient  servants. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted  by  the  ftlessenger  from 
Albany. 

A  draught  of  a  L>elter  to  the  Commilloe  of  Albany 
was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following. 

In  Provincial  Congre.'Js,  New-York,  August  21,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  AVe  received  your  letter  of  the  lOth  Inst., 
in  answer  to  which  we  inform  you  that  it  is  the  direction 
of  the  Congress  that  provisions  be  furnished  for  the  pri- 
soners, for  which  you  will  apply  to  the  Commissary. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servants. 
To  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  at 

Albany. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
liy  the  President,  and  transmitted  by  the  Albany  Messen- 
ger. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  IJ'alter  Livingston,  Esquire, 
Deputy  ("oniniissary-General,  at  Albany,  was  read  and 
appro\cd,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Mcw-York,  August  21,  1775. 

Siu  :  By  several  late  letters  from  General  Schuyler,  and 
particularly  one  of  the  15th  instant,  he  complains  that  he 
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lias  not  received  many  articles  absolutely  necessary  for  tlie 
service.  The  articles  wanted  have  been  forwarded  from 
hence,  and  many  of  them  so  loni;  since  that  we  expected 
he  liad  received  them  at  Ticondcroga. 

We  pray  you.  Sir,  to  make  in(juiry  whether  they  are 
not  delayed  at  Lake  George,  or  at  some  other  place  on 
their  way  from  Albunij,  and  to  give  such  directions  for 
their  immediate  despatch  that  they  may  not  be  detained  at 
any  place,  but  be  forwarded  without  delay,  that  the  service 
may  not  suffer,  and  the  General  be  relieved  from  his  anx- 
iety for  want  of  them. 

We  are,  respectfully,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 
To  fVulter  Livingston,  Esq.,  Deputy  Conunissary-Gene- 

ral,  Albany. 

Ordered,  That  a  cojjy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Die  Alartis,  9  ho.  A.  SI.,  Auguat  23,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Opened 
with  prayers  by  the  Rev.   Dr.  Livingston.     Present : 
Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President. 
A  Letter  from  Nicholas  Herckheimer,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Trijon,  bearing  date  on  the  l-2tli  instant, 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
"  Committee  Chamber,  August  12,  1775. 

"  County  of  Tryon,  ss. 

"  Honourable  Gentlemen:  As  wo  are  entirely  with- 
out regulations  for  our  Committees,  and  especially  how  to 
act  against  the  transactions,  either  in  words  or  deeds,  of  the 
enemies  of  the  Association,  and  also  against  the  transgres- 
sors of  our  orders  either  in  military  or  civil  matters,  and 
also  how  the  expenses  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  the 
common  cause  shall  be  defrayed,  we  apply  therefore  to 
you,  and  request  for  your  instructions  as  soon  as  possible, 
that  we  may  be  able  to  proceed,  with  authority,  to  the 
preservation  of  peace  and  union  in  the  common  cause,  as 
need  requires  ;  otherwise  disputes  and  other  disturbances 
might  soon  exist. 

"  We  remain,  with  great  esteem,  and  relying  on  your 
despatching  favour,  honourable  Gentlemen,  your  obedient 
humble  servants.     I3y  order  of  the  Committee  : 

"Nicholas  Herckheimer,  Chairman  pro  tern." 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  I'an  Zandt  and  Mr. 
Sears,  the  Committee  authorized  to  employ  two  prime 
sailing  Boats  to  go  to  the  eastward  to  observe  and  make 
discoveries  if  any  Fleet  should  be  approaching  A'etw-yw-A", 
be  authorized,  and  that  either  of  them  be  authorized,  at  the 
risk  and  on  the  behalf  of  this  Congress,  to  ensure  the  said 
two  Boats  against  any  seizures  by  Men-of-War  or  other- 
wise :  Provided,  Such  Boats,  or  either  of  them,  be  seized 
witliout  having  any  contraband  goods  on  board  ;  and  to 
agree  with  the  master  of  each  such  Boat,  at  the  rate  of 
three  Pounds  per  day. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  Colonel  Edward 
Flcmming  and  Captain  Anthony  Rutgers  cannot  attend  as 
Commissioners,  to  manage  erecting  and  finishing  the  For- 
tifications ordered  lo  be  erected  on  the  banks  of  the  Hud- 
son River,  in  the  Highlands, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Captain  Samuel  Bayard 
and  Captain  IVilliam  Bedlow  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed Commissioners  for  that  purpose,  instead  of  Colonel 
Edward  Flemming  and  Captain  Anthony  Rutgers,  with 
the  like  powers  as  the  other  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Sears  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Major 
Williams,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

I  move  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  superintend 
the  building  of  the  Forts  in  the  Highlands  be  authorized 
to  procure  such  Cannon  and  other  Stores  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  completely  fortifying  and  equipping  the  said  Forts. 
And  the  same  being  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  nem.  con..  That  the  Committee 
appointed  to  superintend  the  building  of  the  Forts  in  the 
Highlands  be  authorized  to  procure  such  Cannon  and  other 
Stores  as  may  be  necessary  for  completely  fortifying  and 
equipping  the  said  Forts. 

Mr.  Low  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Coven- 
hoven,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 


I  move  that  tlie  sense  of  this  Congress  be  taken,  whether 
the  Cannon  on  the  Battery  of  tliis  City  are  understood  to 
be  comprehended  in  the  Resolution  just  made,  authorizing 
the  Committee  to  procure  Cannon  for  the  Fortifications  on 
Hudson's  River.  .\nd  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it 
was  determined  in  the  aftirmativo,  in  the  manner  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

For  the  Negative.  For  the  Affirmative. 

2  King's  County, — Mr.  Henry  Wil.  2  Westchester, 

Hams  dissenting,  2  Orange, 

4  New-Yorlc,  2   Dutcliess, 

2  Richmonil,  2  Siiirolk, 

Albany  divided.  2   Ulster, 


2   Try.. 
2  Quo, 


iberla 


I's, — Mr.  French  dissent- 


Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Con- 
gress that  the  Cannon  on  the  Battery  of  this  City  are 
understood  to  be  comprehended  in  the  Resolution  just 
made,  authorizing  the  Committee  to  procure  Cannon  for 
the  Fortifications  to  be  erected  on  the  banks  of  Hudson's 
River,  in  the  Highlands. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  John  Lamb,  dated  this  day,  soli- 
citing tliis  Congress  to  ascertain  the  pay  of  the  Artillery 
Company  under  his  command,  was  read  and  filed. 

Agreed  and  Ordered,  That  the  Artillery  Company 
raised  in  this  Colony,  as  part  of  the  Continental  Army, 
and  enlisted  under  Captain  John  Lamb,  shall  have  such 
pay  as  the  Continental  Congress  shall  agree  to  and  order, 
and  that  in  the  mean  time  Captain  L«mi'«  Company  shall 
have  the  like  pay  as  the  Rhode-Island  Company  of  Artille- 
ry are  allowed,  until  the  Continental  Congress  shall  have 
fixed  and  ascertained  the  pay  of  Captain  Lamb's  Com- 
pany. 

And  Ordered,  That  Ca[)l!\'\n  .Tohn  Lamb  and  his  Com- 
pany be  considered  as  an  additional  Company  to,  and  a 
part  of  Colonel  McDougall's  Regiinent,  and  subject  to 
his  commands. 

AVhereas  the  well  ordering  and  legulaling  the  Militia  of 
this  Colony  is  become  an  object  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  the  preservation  of  the  lives  and  liberties  of  its  Inha- 
bitants :  And  whereas  the  Continental  Congress  held  at 
Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  last,  taking  into 
consideration  the  necessity  of  such  a  regulation,  have  re- 
commended the  same  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid 
Colonies :  And  whereas  this  Congress,  on  the  ninth  day 
of  this  instant  August,  by  several  Resolutions,  recom- 
mended to  their  constituents  the  expediency  of  forming 
themselves  into  Companies,  and  choosing  their  Ollicers,  in 
the  manner  following,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  every  County,  City,  Manor,  Town, 
Precinct,  and  District,  within  this  Colony,  where  the  same 
is  not  already  done,  be  divided  into  Districts  or  Beats,  by 
their  respective  Committees,  in  such  manner  that  out  of 
each  may  be  formed  one  Military  Company,  ordinarily  to 
consist  of  about  eighty-three  able-bodied  and  efiective  men, 
oflicers  included,  between  sixteen  and  sixty  years  of  age, 
(the  Battalion  commanded  by  Colonel  Lasher,  the  Com- 
panies of  Artillery,  Light-Horse,  and  Hussars,  in  the  City 
and  County  of  l\ew-  York,  and  the  Troops  of  Horse, 
Companies  of  Grenadiers  and  associated  Companies  alrea- 
dy formed  in  the  several  Cities  and  Counties  within  this 
Colony,  excepted.) 

Resolved,  secoriilly.  That  in  each  Company  so  to  be 
formed  there  be  chosen,  in  the  manner  heruinafier  men- 
tioned, one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four 
Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one  Clerk,  one  Drummer,  and 
one  Filer. 

Resolved,  thirdly.  That  two  Committee-Mcn,  at  the 
least,  attend  in  each  District  or  Beat,  on  a  day  to  be  ap- 
pointed, for  the  purpose  of  choosing  the  abovcmentioned 
Officers,  who  shall  be  persons  within  such  District  or  Beat 
who  have  signed  the  General  Association  recommended  by 
this  Congress.  That  such  choice  of  Election  be  made  in 
the  manner  following,  viz  :  After  the  Company  is  drawn  up, 
the  Committee-Men  who  preside  at  the  Election  may 
repair  to  a  station  at  some  convenient  distance  from  the 
Company,  then  let  the  men  pass  in  a  single  file  between 
them,  each  man  giving  in  the  name  of  the  person  he 
chooses  to  fill  the  oflice  in  question  ;  the  majority  of  such 
votes  to  determine  the  Election.     But   in  case  the  votes 
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should  be  so  divided  lliat  no  one  has  the  majority,  then 
the  presidins,'  Comniittee-Mon  to  acquaint  the  Company 
therewith,  and  call  tliem  to  a  new  Election.  The  same  to 
be  repeated  till  such  majority  he  obtained,  or  the  Company 
ac'ree  on  some  other  mode  of  choosing  the  Olhcers.  Tlie 
names  of  the  Captains,  Lieutenants,  and  Ensigns,  so  chosen, 
to  be  returned  with  all  convenient  speed  to  this  or  some 
future  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  or  during  their 
recess  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  be  commissioned  by 
ihem. 

Resolved,  fourihly,  That  whenever  a  vacancy  shall 
happen  in  niiy  Company,  by  the  [iromolion,  deatli,  or  re- 
signation of  an  Officer,  such  vacancy  to  bo  filled  uj)  in  the 
beforementioned  manner. 

Resolved,  fifihhj,  Tliat  those  Com|>anies  in  the  above 
excepted  Battalion,  commanded  by  Colonel  Lasher,  which 
are  now  under  the  direction  of  Field-Oliicers,  shall  for  the 
future  be  commantled  by  Captains,  who  are  to  be  chosen 
in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  slvtlilij,  That  for  the  purpose  of  completely 
carrying  into  execution  the  recommendation  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  after  the  whole  Militia  is  formed  as  above, 
every  fourth  man  of  each  Company  be  selected  for  Min- 
ute-Men, of  such  persons  as  are  willing  to  enter  into  this 
necessary  service.  That  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  make, 
with  all  convenient  speed,  a  return  of  the  names  of  those 
persons  to  the  Committee  of  their  respective  Counties, 
who  shall  thereupon  arrange  those  men  into  Companies, 
and  who  are  to  recommend  to  such  new  arranged  Com]ia- 
nies  the  choice  of  their  Officers,  in  the  manner  above- 
mentioned  :  Provided,  That  where  whole  Companies  offer 
their  service  as  Minute-Men,  they  shall  be  commanded  by 
the  Officers  already  chosen,  and  the  remaining  number  of 
Minute-Men  shall  be  completed  out  of  the  other  Compa- 
nies, as  above. 

Resolved,  seventhly.  That  the  several  Committees  do 
return  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
Colony  the  names  of  such  persons  as  do  refuse  to  conform 
to  the  above  Resolves. 

1st.  That  the  several  Companies  so  formed  be  joined 
into  Regiments,  each  Regiment  to  consist  of  not  less  than 
five  or  more  than  ten  Companies,  the  Battalion  commanded 
by  Colonel  hasher  excejjted. 

2d.  That  a  Major-General  be  appointed  and  Commis- 
sioned by  this  Congress,  to  command  the  Militia  of  the 
Colony  o{  Nczv-York. 

3d.  That  one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
two  IMajors,  an  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster,  be  commis- 
sioned by  this  Congress  for  each  Regiment. 

4th.  That  the  Militia  of  this  Colony  be  formed  into 
Brigades,  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit :  The  Militia 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Neiv-Yoi-k,  and  Counties  of 
King's  and  Riehmond,  one  Brigade ;  the  iNIilitia  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany,  and  the  County  of  Tryon, 
one  other  Brigade  ;  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  Dutchess 
and  JVeslchestcr,  one  other  Brigade ;  the  Militia  of  the 
Counties  of  Ulster  and  Orange,  one  other  Brigade  ;  the 
Militia  of  the  Counties  of  (Queen's  and  Suffolk,  one  oilier 
Brigade  ;  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  Charlotte,  Cum- 
berland, and  Gloucester,  one  other  Brigade. 

5th.  That  a  Brigadier-General,  with  a  Major  of  Bri- 
gade, be  commissioned  to  the  command  of  each  Brigade. 

6th.  That  every  man  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and 
fifty  do,  with  all  convenient  speed,  furnish  himself  with  a 
good  Musket  or  Fire-Lock,  and  Bayonet,  Sword  or  Toma- 
hawk, a  Steel  Ramrod,  Worm,  Priming  Wire,  and  Brush 
fitted  thereto ;  a  Cartridge  Box,  to  contain  twenty-three 
rounds  of  Cartridges,  twi.-lve  Flints,  and  a  Knapsack,  agree- 
able to  the  directions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  under 
the  forfeiture  of  five  Shillings  for  the  want  of  a  Musket  or 
Fire-Lock,  and  of  one  Shilhng  ft)r  the  want  of  a  Bayonet, 
Sword,  or  Tomahawk,  Cartridge  Box,  Cartridge,  or  Bullet, 
the  whole  to  be  judged  of  and  determined  by  the  Captain 
or  next  commanding  officer.  That  every  man  shall,  at  his 
place  of  abode,  be  also  provided  with  one  pound  of  Pow- 
der and  three  pounds  of  Bullets,  of  proper  size  to  his 
Musket  or  Fire-Lock. 

7th.  That  each  Company,  not  Minute-Men,  do  meet 
the  first  Monday  in  every  month,  and  spend  at  least  four 
hours  in  each  of  the  said  davs  to  perfect  themselves  in 
Military  Disciiiline:   Provided',  That  if  the  Commissioned 


Oflicers  of  any  Company  shall  judge  it  inexpedient  to  meet 
on  that  day,  they  have  power  to  put  oli"  the  meeting  to 
some  other  day,  notifying  the  Company  thereof. 

8th.  That  the  Colonels  and  Commanding  Othcers  of 
each  Regiment  do  assemble  and  exercise  their  respective 
Regiments  at  least  two  days  in  every  year,  at  sfme  con- 
venient place,  to  be  fixed  upon  by  the  Field-Oliicers. 

9th.  That  the  several  Companies  of  Horse  already 
formed  and  to  be  formed  in  this  Colony  shall  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  where  their  re- 
spective Captains  do  leside,  and  bo  considered  as  part  of 
such  Regiment ;  that  the  Officers  and  Privates  shall  assem- 
ble as  often  as  by  these  regulations  it  is  required  of  the 
Companies  of  Foot,  not  Minule-iNIen,  and  be  subject  to 
the  same  penalties  and  forfeitures  for  non-attendance  ;  that 
every  Soldier  belonging  to  the  Horse  shall,  with  all  con- 
venient speed,  jjrovide  himself  with  a  good  serviceable 
Horse,  not  less  than  fourteen  hands  iiigli,  with  a  good  Sad- 
dle, Bridle,  Holsters,  Housing,  Breastplate,  and  Crupper, 
a  case  of  Pistols,  a  Sword  or  Hanger,  one  pound  of  Gun- 
powder and  three  pounds  of  sizeable  Bullets,  a  pair  of 
Boots  with  suitable  Spurs,  and  a  Carbine,  well  fixed  with 
a  good  Belt,  Swivel,  and  Buckle,  under  the  penalty  often 
Shillings  for  the  want  of  a  sizeable  Horse,  and  of  five  Shil- 
lings for  the  want  of  each  or  either  of  the  articles  of  the 
Troopers'  furniture  ;  and,  also,  that  every  Trooper  be  pro- 
vided, at  their  respective  places  of  abode,  with  one  pound 
of  Gunpowder  and  three  pounds  of  Bullets. 

lOtli.  That  in  case  any  person  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  serve  as  Sergeant,  Corporal,  or  Drummer,  in  any  Com- 
pany, being  thereunto  requested  by  the  Captain  or  Com- 
manding Officer,  or  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  warn  the  men 
to  appear  under  arms,  when  required  by  the  Captain  or 
Commanding  Officer,  shall  for  every  such  neglect  forfeit 
the  sum  of  forty  Shillings. 

11th.  That  all  Officers  commissioned  by  this  Congress 
do  subscribe  the  following  declaration: 

We  the  subsciibers,  the  Officers  of  the Batta- 
lion (or  Regiment)  in  tbe  County  of  ...  ,  and  Colony  of 
Neiv-York,  do  hereby  promise  and  engage,  under  all  the 
ties  of  religion,  honour,  and  regard  to  our  Country,  that  we 
will,  respectively,  duly  observe  and  carry  into  execution, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  all  and  every  the  Orders, 
Rules,  and  Recommendations,  made  or  to  be  made  by  the 
Continental  Congress  and  the  Congress  or  Convention  of 
this  Colony.  That  we  will  also  give,  in  our  respective 
ranks,  due  obedience  to  the  Regulations  by  them  estab- 
lished for  the  forming  of  the  iMilitia  of  this  Colony  ;  as, 
also,  due  obedience  to  such  Oflicers  who,  either  by  rank  or 
superiority,  are  placed  above  us,  in  such  order  as  is  directed 
by  the  said  Continental  or  Provincial  Congress. 

l^'^th.  That  the  Ibllowing  Penalties  be  inflicted  on  those 
who  do  not  attend  and  obey  orders  on  the  days  appointed 
for  exercise,  not  having  a  reasonable  excuse,  to  be  allowed 
of  by  the  Ofllcer  commanding,  to  wit:  A  Colonel,  five 
l'*ound3 ;  a  Lieutenant-Colonel,  four  Pounds;  a  Major, 
three  Pounds;  Captain,  two  Pounds;  Lieutenants  and 
Adjutants,  thirty  Shillings  each  ;  Ensign  and  Quartermas- 
ter, twenty  Shillings  each;  Seigeant,  Corporal,  Drummer, 
Filer,  and  Privates,  ten  Shillings  each  for  the  first  default, 
and  double  for  the  second.  And  in  case  any  person  make 
default  three  times  successively,  or  refuses  to  enlist  and  do 
duly,  such  person  shall  be  advertised  and  held  up  as  an 
enemy  to  his  Country.  All  fines  under  the  degree  of  a 
Captain  to  be  levied  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  offen- 
der by  warrant  from  the  Captain,  directed  to  a  Sergeant  of 
his  Company,  and  those  of  a  Captain,  and  all  Field-Offi- 
cers  under  the  degree  of  a  Colonel,  to  be  levied  on  tiie 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  olTender  by  a  w-arrant  from  the 
Colonel  of  the  Regiment,  directed  to  the  Adjutant ;  and 
those  of  a  Colonel  by  a  warrant  from  a  Brigadier-General, 
directed  to  the  Major  of  ]>rigade:  and  for  want  of  the 
goods  and  cliattels,  to  take  the  body  of  the  offender,  and 
him  keep  in  safe  custody,  imtil  such  fine,  together  with  the 
charges,  be  paid.  The  moneys  arising  by  the  fines  in  any 
Company  to  be  applied  by  the  Captains  (afier  paying  for 
drum  and  fife  for  the  Company)  towards  purchasing  arms, 
ammunition,  and  accoutrements,  for  such  persons  in  such 
Company  as  arc  unable  to  furnish  themselves.  The  moneys 
arising  by  tiie  fines  of  the  Field-Oliicers  (after  paying  for 
a  set  of  Colours  for  each  Battalion)   be  equally  divided 
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between  tlie  several  Companies,  for  the  aboveuientioned 
use. 

13th.  That  the  Members  of  His  Majesty's  Council, 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  of  tiie  Vice-Admiralty  Court, 
of  the  Mayor's  Court  and  Inferiour  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas,  His  Majesty's  Attorney-General,  Secretaiy  of  the 
Province,  or  iiis  Deputy,  Clerks  of  the  Courts,  the  Collec- 
tor, Comptroller,  Naval  Officer,  and  Searcher  and  Sur- 
veyor of  His  Majesty's  Customs,  Ministers  of  the  Gospel, 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Members  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress and  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  the  several  Com- 
mittees while  immediately  engaged  in  the  publick  service. 
Sheriffs,  Jailors,  all  Ferrymen,  one  Miller  to  each  Mill,  and 
the  People  called  Quakers,  be  excused  from  military  duty, 
except  in  cases  of  invasion.  And  that  in  case  of  an  inva- 
sion in  any  part  of  this  Colony,  the  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons there,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  be  directed  by  the 
Officer  commanding  the  Militia  that  shall  march  to  oppose 
the  enemy,  shall  attend  with  proper  Medicines,  Instru- 
ments, and  other  necessaries,  to  take  care  of  the  sick  and 
wounded. 

I4th.  That  the  Commissioned  Olficers  of  each  Com- 
pany of  Minute-Men  form  their  Companies  into  four  sub- 
divisions, in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  most  conve- 
nient for  their  frequent  meetings.  The  subdivisions,  under 
their  respective  officers,  to  meet  once  in  every  week,  and 
to  employ  half  a  day,  or  at  least  four  hours,  each  time,  in 
perfecting  themselves  in  military  discipline ;  the  whole 
Companies  to  meet  once  every  fortnight,  to  spend  the 
same  time  for  the  same  purpose.  That  the  several  Com- 
panies of  Minute-Men  be  formed  into  Regiments,  to  con- 
sist of  about  seven  Companies  each.  That  there  be  com- 
missioned by  this  Congress,  to  each  Regiment,  one  Colonel, 
one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  two  Majors,  an  Adjutant  and 
Quartermaster. 

15th.  That  those  Regiments  be  formed  into  Brigades, 
each  Brigade  to  consist  of  about  ....  Regiments.  That 
there  be  commissioned  by  this  Congress,  to  each  Brigade, 
one  Brigadier-General  and  a  Major  of  Brigade. 

16th.  That  the  whole  body' of  Minute-Men  shall  be 
under  the  direction  of  the  Major-General  appointed  by  this 
Congress,  while  within  the  Colony,  unless  a  Continental 
Officer  of  superiour  or  equal  rank  be  present. 

17th.  That  the  Minute-Men,  when  called  out  in  defence 
of  their  Country,  shall  be  subject  to  the  Articles  of  War 
established  by  the  Continental  "Congress,  and  be  entitled  to 
the  same  allowance,  as  to  Pay  and  Provisions,  with  the 
Continental  Forces  ;  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  those  Forces. 

18th.  That  they  be  subject  to  the  like  penalties  and 
forfeitures,  for  not  attending  on  the  days  appointed  for 
exercise,  as  abovementioned  ;  the  said  fines  to  be  levied 
and  applied  as  above  directed. 

19th.  That  in  case  of  any  alarm,  invasion,  or  insurrec- 
tion, every  Subaltern  and  Soldier  is  immediately  to  repair, 
properly  armed  and  accoutred,  to  his  colours  or  parade, 
(which  parade  shall  be  undei'stood  to  be  the  habitation  of 
bis  Captain,  unless  otherwise  ordered,)  and  the  Captain  or 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  Company  nearest  to  the  place 
where  such  invasion  or  insurrection  shall  be  shall  imme- 
diately march  his  Company  to  oppose  the  enemy;  at  the 
same  time  send  oft'  an  express  to  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cer of  the  Regiment  or  Brigade  to  which  be  belongs,  who 
is  to  march  with  the  whole  or  part  of  the  Militia  under  bis 
command,  as  he  shall  judge  necessary,  and  use  all  possible 
diligence  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  landing,  or  penetrating 
into  any  part  of  the  country,  and  to  quell  every  insurrec- 
tion ;  and  also  to  send  immediate  intelligence  to  the  Major- 
General,  and  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Counties 
adjacent,  informing  them  of  the  strength  and  motions  of  the 
enemy.  That  every  Non-Cornmissioned  Officer  and  Pri- 
vate who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  his  duty  in  this 
case  required,  shall  be  subject  to  such  pains,  penalties, 
and  forfeitures,  as  shall  be  adjudged  by  a  General  Court- 
Martial. 

•20th.  That  at  least  twice  in  every  year  the  Captains, 
or  in  their  absence  the  next  commanding  officer  of  every 
Company  of  Militia,  as  well  of  the  Minute-Men  as  others, 
shall  deliver  to  the  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  a  true  and 
complete  Roll,  containing  the  names  of  all  the  men  be- 
longing to  his  Company,  under  the  penalty  of  two  Pounds, 
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to  be  recovered  and  a[)plied  as  is  hereinbefore  directed. 
And  the  Colonels  of  the  Regiments  shall,  within  one  month 
after  the  receipt  of  every  such  Roll,  deliver  or  send  a  copy 
of  every  such  Roll  to  the  Brigadier-General  of  the  Brigade 
to  which  he  belongs,  who  is  directed  to  send  the  same,  or 
a  copy,  to  the  Major-General  of  the  Colony. 

21st.  That  in  case  of  an  alarm  or  invasion,  the  Officer 
commanding  in  each  District  shall  have  a  proper  detach- 
ment of  his  Company  to  guard  against  the  insurrection  of 
slaves ;  or,  if  judged  more  expedient  and  safe,  may  take 
the  slaves,  or  part  of  them,  with  him,  and  employ  them  in 
cariying  baggage,  drawing  cannon,  or  the  like. 

22d.  That  all  persons,  as  well  Minute-Men  as  others, 
able  to  bear  arms,  who  shall  leave  or  attempt  to  leave  a 
place  actually  invaded,  without  leave  of  the  Officer  com- 
manding such  place,  or  who  shall  refuse  to  obey  orders  in 
time  of  actual  invasion  or  insurrection,  shall  be  liable  to 
such  punishment  as  shall  be  inflicted  by  a  Court-Martial. 

23d.  That  in  case  it  shall  be  judged  necessary,  at  any 
time  and  place,  by  this  Congress,  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  or  by  the  several  Committees  of  the  respective 
Counties  or  Districts,  that  a  Military  Watch  be  established, 
all  persons  able  to  bear  arms  when  such  watch  is  judged 
to  be  necessary,  shall,  upon  due  warning,  be  obliged  to 
serve  on  such  watch,  under  the  penalty  of  twelve  Shil- 
lings for  every  neglect  ;  a  commissioned  officer  in  turn  to 
mount  said  guard  in  person,  under  the  penalty  of  forty  Shil- 
lings. 

24th.  That  every  Sentinel  who  shall  leave  his  post,  or 
be  found  asleep  when  he  is  posted,  shall  be  liable  to  such 
punishment  as  shall  be  inflicted  by  a  Court-Martial. 

25th.  That  when  the  Militia,  as  well  Minute-Men  as 
others,  in  case  of  invasion  or  insurrection,  shall  be  called 
out  on  actual  service,  they  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
Rules  and  Orders  as  directed  and  ordered  by  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  of  the  Associated  Colonies,  held  at  Phila- 
delphia on  the  tenth  day  o( May  last,  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  Continental  Troojfs. 


Die  Morcurii,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  August  23,  1775. 

The  Congress  inet  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Opened 
with  prayers  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Moore.     Present : 
Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President. 

Messrs.  Joseph  Hallett  and  Egbert  Dumond  being  re- 
turned from  Philadelphia  with  One  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
Five  Thousand  Dollars  of  the  Continental  Money, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  delivered  to  Peter  V.  B. 
Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Treasurer  for  this  Congress. 

And  Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Richard  Yates  and  Abra- 
ham Brasher  be  added  to  the  former  Committee  for  audit- 
ing Accounts. 

And  Ordered,  further.  That  Messrs.  Jacobus  Vaji  Zandt, 
James  Beehman,  Samuel  Verplanck,  Richard  Yates,  and 
Abraham  Brasher,  or  any  majority  of  them,  audit  all  Ac- 
counts which  are  or  shall  be  payable,  or  produced  for  pay- 
ment in  this  Colony,  for  any  charges  or  disbursements  ac- 
crued, or  by  means  or  on  account  of  the  L^nited  Colonies,  or 
by  means  or  on  account  of  any  order  of  this  Congress  ;  and 
that  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  do  certify,  on  every  Ac- 
count by  them  auiiited,  how  much  shall  be  paid  on  or  for 
such  Account. 

And  Resolved  and  Ordered,  further.  That  Peter  V.  B. 
Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Treasurer,  be  authorized  to  pay  and 
discharge,  on  all  such  Accounts  so  audited,  such  sum  or 
sums  as  shall  be  certified  by  the  said  Committee,  or  a  major 
part  of  them,  to  be  due  and  payable  on  or  for  such  Accounts. 

Messrs.  Abraham  Ten  Brocck,  Jacob  Cui/ler,  and  Ro- 
bert Yates,  Deputies  for  the  City  and  County  ol'  Albany, 
produced  a  Certificate  from  the  Committee  of  the  City  of 
Albany,  which  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"Albany  Committee  Chamber,  August  16,  1775. 

"  Whereas  the  endeavours  of  this  Committee,  in  collect- 
ing the  accounts  and  charges  of  this  County,  chiefly  accrued 
by  the  recommendation  of  this  Committee,  have  as  yet 
proved  ineffectual,  and  sundry  people  are  daily  very  press- 
ing for  their  money, 

"Be  it  Resolved,  by  this  Committee,  immediately  to 
apply  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  by  Draff,  for  One  Thou- 
sand' Pounds,  to   enable  them  to  discharge  such  of  their 
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debts  as  are  now  most  pressing,  and  that  the  said  Commit- 
tee shall  liereaftcr  lay  before  theCon</ress  proper  vouchers 
for  such  disbursements.  A  true  copy  from  the  minutes  : 
"  Mat.  VissciiKR,  Clerk." 
The  same  gentlemen,  Deputies  from  Albany,  produced 
the  Draft  mentioned  in  the  said  Resolve  of  the  Commit- 
tee aCAlfxtnij,  which  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  .\lbany  Committee  Clumber,  August  16,  1775. 

"Genti.emkn  :  Please  to  pay  to  Messrs.  Abraham  Ten 
Brocck,  Jacob  Cuijlcr,  and  Robert  Yates,  or  either  of  them, 
or  order,  the  sum  of  One  Thousand  Pounds,  for  the  use  of 
this  Committee,  to  be  applied  towards  defraying  part  of  the 
publick  charge,  as  per  advice  of  a  resolve  from  the  Com- 
mittee. We  are,  Gentkmien,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servants.     By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

'■  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Chairman. 
"To  the  Provincial  Congress  o( Neiv-York." 

OnhrcJ,  That  Peter  Van  Bnigh  Livingston,  Esq.,  pay 
to  Abraham  Ten  Brocck,  J.tcob  Cuylcr,  and  Robert  Yates, 
or  either  of  them,  or  their  order.  One  Thousand  Pounds,  on 
account  of  the  use  of  the  Committee  o(  Albany,  to  be  ap- 
plied towards  defraying  the  publick  charge  accrued  in  that 
jiart  of  the  Colony,  and  take  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  pay 
to  Mt.  ,/oseph  Hallett  Six  Thousand  Pounds,  on  account, 
and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same,  to  be  applied  towards 
discharging  the  debts  he  has  contracted,  in  purchasing  and 
ibrwariling  Flour  for  the  use  of  the  Army  at  Cambridge, 
in  obedience  to  an  order  of  tlie  honourable  Continental 
Congress  to  this  Congress. 

Mr.  Beekman  made  a  motion,  which  was  seconded,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Mr.  President:  I  move  that  the  following  Resolves  be 
entered  into,  viz  :  Whereas  the  success  of  measures  neces- 
sary to  be  ado|)ted  and  pursued  by  this  Congress  may,  in 
many  instances,  depend  on  their  being  kept  secret  until 
their  execution  ;  and  whereas  it  is  often  necessary,  for  the 
publick  good,  that  intelligence  received  by  this  Congress 
should  also  be  kept  secret,  at  least  for  a  time  : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  President  of  this  Con- 
gress do,  in  full  Congress,  administer,  or  cause  to  be  admi- 
nistered by  some  Magistrate,  to  each  Member  of  this  Con- 
gress, and  that  he  do  take,  the  following  Oath,  to  wit: 

"  Yon  do  solemnly  and  sincerely,  in  the  presence  of  Al- 
mighty God,  swear  that  you  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
divulge  or  make  known  any  resolve,  order,  act,  or  debate, 
of  or  in  this  Congress,  or  of  any  Committee  thereof,  or  the 
matter  of  the  same,  or  any  thing  relating  thereto,  or  any 
part  thereof,  or  any  act,  matter,  or  thing,  to  be  done  in  or 
towards  the  execution  thereof,  except  to  such  person  or 
])i»rsons,  not  of  this  Congress,  as  shall  by  them  or  their 
Committee  be  necessarily  employed  in  or  relating  to  such 
execution  ;  nor  give  any  advice  or  information  to  any  per- 
son or  persons  that  may  in  any  wise  obstruct,  or  tend  to 
obstruct,  the  execution  thereof,  nor  divulge  or  make  known 
to  any  person  or  persons,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  any 
information  or  intelligence  which  shall  be  received  by  this 
Congress,  or  any  Conunittee  thereof,  if  the  same,  or  any 
part  thereof,  shall  be  enjoined  by  resolve  or  order  of  this 
Congress,  or  of  such  Committee,  to  be  kept  secret,  until 
such  secrecy  be  dispensed  with,  by  further  resolve  or  order 
of  this  Congress,  or  by  such  Connniltee.  So  help  you  God." 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  like  Oath  be  administered  to  and 
taken  by  eacli  of  the  Secretaries  of  this  Congress. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  following  Oath  be  administered 
by  a  Magistrate  to  and  taken  by  every  person  or  jiersons, 
not  of  this  Congress,  who  shall  be  in  any  wise  employed 
by  this  Congress,  or  any  Committee  thereof,  in  any  mat- 
ter, business,  or  thing,  whatsoever,  in  or  relating  to  which 
secrecy  shall  have  been  so  enjoined  by  resolve  or  order  of 
this  Congress,  to  wit  : 

"  You  do  solemnly  and  sincerely,  in  the  presence  of -1/- 
mighty  God,  swear  that  you  will  well  and  faithfully  exe- 
cute such  trust  as  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony, 
or  any  Committee  thereof,  shall  repose  in  you,  and  you 
shall  accept  of;  and  that  in  the  execution  of  the  said  trust 
you  will  conduct  yourself  with  all  possible  care,  secrecy, 
and  d(;spatrh  ;  and,  also,  that  in  the  execution  thereof  you 
will  faithfully  obey  and  perform  all  such  orders  and  direc- 
tions as  you  shall  from  lime  to  time  receive  from  the  said 
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Congress  or  Committee  ;  and  that  you  will  not,  without 
leave  of  the  said  Congress  or  Committee,  in  any  wise  how- 
soever, either  directly  or  indirectly,  divulge  or  make  known 
any  matter  or  thing  whatsoever,  in  or  in  any  wise  relating 
to  the  said  trust,  or  the  execution  thereof,  whether  you 
accept  the  same  or  not,  except  such  matter  or  things  as 
may  necessarily  consist  in  or  arise  from  the  execution 
thereof.     So  help  you  God."* 

The  same  motion  being  read  a  second  time,  debates  arose 
thereon  ;  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried 
in  the  allirmative,  in  the  manner  following,  viz: 

A'jainst  the  Motion. 
■2  King's, 
;!    l{ic)iuiuii<l. 

•1 

f7s/fr  (lividoil. 
AUnimj  ilivi.luii. 

•A-,:\Ir.  Clarkson,'S\T.  Low, 
Mr.  A7sso;n,  Mr.  T^crplanck,M\-.  Yates.  Mr.  Dc  Lancey, 
Mr.  Roosevelt;  from  Dutchess,  Col.  Hoffman;  from  ll'tst- 
chestcr,  Co\.  James  Van  Cortlandt;  fron)  C^iiecn's,  Mr. 
French,  Mr.  Toivnsend ;  from  King's,  Mr.  JVilliams. 

Mr.  Kissam,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  Colonel  Duer,  delivered  their  Report,  which  was  read 
and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  viz: 

The  Committee  ajipoinled  to  confer  with  Mr  Duer  re- 
port, that  it  appeals  to  the  Committee  that  Mr.  Duer's  pri- 
vate afl'airs  are  so  peculiarly  circumstanced  as  to  render  it 
extremely  imprudent  for  him  to  accept  of  his  appointment 
to  the  oflice  of  Deputy  Aujutant-General  in  the  Continen- 
tal Army,  in  this  Colony.  That  the  Committee  are  fully 
satisfied  that  the  said  Mi:  Duer  has  the  utmost  willingness 
to  enter  into  the  service,  and  that  he  is  a  hearty  friend  to 
the  cause  of  America ,  in  her  present  contest  with  Great 
Britain.  That  he  proposed  a  mode  for  the  removing  the 
difficulties  that  lie  in  the  way  of  his  acceptance  of  the 
aforesaid  appointment,  which,  though  it  afibrds  a  strong 
proof  of  his  readiness  to  accept  the  office,  yet  is  of  such 
a  nature  as  that  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  it  would  be 
inconvenient  to  comply  with  ;  and  therefore  do  further  re- 
port it  as  their  opinion  that  he  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
decline  the  appointment,  and  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  this  Report,  as  a  testimony  that  his  so  declining  proceeds, 

"List  of  Mernbcrs  who  took  the  General  Oath  of  Secrecy. 
I  do  solemn!}'  and  sincerely  swear,   tliat  I  will  keep  secret  such 
things  as  shall  be,  by  order  of  this  Congress,  recommended  to  me  for 
tliat  purpose  by  the  President  for  the  time  being,  until  le.ive  by  him 


I  reveal  it  by  order  of  the  Cong 
Colonel  Holmes,         Col.  Ten  Brojck, 
Mr.  Verplanck,  Mr.  Walton, 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Cuyler, 
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of  Secrecy. 


So  help  me  God. 
Mr.  Richard  Yates, 
Mr.  Vandcrbilt, 
Mr.  Hornbeck, 
Mr.  Polhcmus. 
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Mr 

.  Frrnch, 

Mr.  Dumond, 

Mr 

.  Lewis  Graham. 

Oath  of  Secrecy  taken  hy  the  Secretaries. 

il  nndy  s'vr.u-,  on  tl.r  IL.ly  Kv,.nHistH  of  .Mmighty  God,  that 

.'.  c'  '.■   'I ,  ,.    i  i  ':-      '!\  ,  ,!n  111    ,■  !  M    III  ',  !■■  known,  to  any  person 

-   :;    '    '  1        '  'I ,■     .!     .  '    ,iny  questions  which 

.1  '   ,     ,    I  :      '  i:      ;■    .,  :  c  ,,        ,  l.itingto  the  Cannon 

■    ■,  :      '  ,'  ,   ii       :,.■   :i    ii     i.  any  matter  or  tUing 

I       i  ,       !i  I  I '  nimui,  e.xi- -pt  to  my  fellow.Seere. 

I    III  ii  III       II  I  lijxnn  at  the  Battery  this  morning;  and 

I       had  any  conversation  with  my  fellow- 

,  ,  ii;  i!ii.      ,',•   ,1,  ..Mil  this  morning. 

JoTIN  M<-KESS0->f. 
.1  ■     o-,l     1  C   ,  ,    1     r  UoBEKT  Bfnson. 

I  tliLs  l)tli  d.iy  of  AasHst,  befo.'e  me, 

Wii.  Waddell,  Alderman. 


549 


NEW-YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  AUGUST,  1775. 


550 


not  from  any  motive  unfriendly  to  this  Country,  but  from 
a  ne(;essity  that  results  from  the  particular  state  of  his  pri- 
vate affliirs.  That  it  appears  that  the  embarrassment  to 
which  Mr.  Dncr  is  exiiosed  has  arisen  from  a  circumstance 
that  has  occurred  since  his  last  return  from  Fhiladdphia. 

Rcsohcd,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  the  said 
Committee  in  their  said  Report;  and  Ordered,  That  a  cer- 
tified copy  of  this  Report  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Duer,  by 
one  of  the  Secretaries. 

Kesolved  and  Agreed,  nem.  con..  That  Robert  G.  Liv- 
ingston, Jun.,  be  appointed  Deputy  Adjutant-General,  with 
the  rank  of  Colonel,  in  the  place  of  tVilliam  Uucr,  Esq., 
and  that  he  be  directed  to  join  the  Army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Schuyler,  with  all  possible  despatch. 

4to  ho.  P.  M.,  Au^niBt  23,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present : 
Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President,  &ic. 

The  President,  with  leave  of  the  Congress,  went  to  re- 
ceive the  Money  brought  from  Fhiladelphia  by  Messrs. 
Ilallett  and  Dumond,  two  Members  of  this  Congress,  and 
Colonel  Woodhull  is  elected  President  pro  tempore. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  JVilliam  Bayard  was  read  and 
filed,  complaining  that  his  House  is  surrounded  by  armed 
men  of  tlie  new  levies,  and  requesting  to  know  it  they  arc 
posted  there  by  order  of  the  Congress  or  Committee,  or 
what  the  meaning  of  it  can  be,  which  would  much  oblige 
bis  family,  who  are  greatly  alarmed  at  it. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McBougall  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Smith  proceed  to  Colonel  Bayard's  immediately,  and 
make  inquiry  of  the  cause  of  those  Troops  surrounding 
Colonel  Bayard's,  and  discharge  them,  unless  they  see 
cause  to  detain  them  there,  and  that  they  report  to  this 
Congress  with  all  possible  speed. 

.\  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Philadel- 
phia, of  the  19th  instant,  was  read  and  fileil,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"In  Committee  of  S.ifuty,  I'lnladclpliia,  } 
Aut'ust  19,  1775.       S 

"Gentlemen:  We  have  received  and  considered  your 
aiiplicalion  for  a  supply  of  gunpowder.  We  had  already 
furnished  to  the  Army  and  to  the  neighbouring  Colonies 
all  we  coidd  safely  spare,  when  an  express  arriving  from 
General  Schuyler,  dated  the  2d  o(  j4iigust,  at  Ticondcroga, 
expressing  his  great  want  of  powder,  we  forwaided  to  him 
two  thousand  two  hundred  pounds  weight,  directed  to  the 
care  of  tlie  Committee  at  Albany.  At  the  time  we  sent  it 
we  were  not  informed  that  a  large  quantity,  which  arrived 
in  New-Jersey,  from  South-Carolina,  had  been  forwarded 
to  him  a  short  time  before,  which  it  is  likely  he  had  not 
heard  of  when  he  wrole,  but  which  would  make  our  last 
supply  unnecessary.  As  probably  that  may  not  be  gone 
from  Albany,  we  leave  it  to  your  consideration  whether  it 
may  not,  on  an  application  to  General  Schuyler,  be  brought 
back  from  thence  for  your  use. 

^-  "  We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  scr- 

^  vants.     By  order:  B.  Franklin,  PresV. 

-t  "  To  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  and  the  Members  of  the 

Provincial  Congress,  New-l"ork." 
Another  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Phi- 

;  ladelphia,o(li\e  21st  instant,  was  read  and  tiled,  and  is  in 

the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"In  Committee  of  .S.ifrty,  Pliilad.-lpliia,  } 
Angnst  ill,  1775.       <, 

"  Gentlemen  :  We  are  much  obliged  by  your  commu- 
nication of  the  intelligence  from  General  Washington,  and 
shall  forward  it  to  the  Committees  down  the  river.  As 
possibly  the  enemy  may  think  of  calling  upon  us,  it  ren- 
ders it  more  necessary  for  us  to  keep  the  little  powder  we 
have;  but  when  any  fresh  supply  shall  arrive  here,  we  shall 
readily  spare  you  a  part  of  it. 

"  We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 

■.  vants.     By  order:  B.  Franklin,  i'';-cs'<. 

[\^  "  To  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  and  the  Members  of  the 

^  Provincial  Congress,  Neiv-York." 

J-  Mr.  Robert  Yates  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Messrs. 

Polhemus  and  T^erjjlanck,  that  the  Resolutions  of  this  Con- 
gress entered  into  this  day,  that  the  Members  shall  take  the 


Oath  therein  mentioned,  be  reconsidered  to-morrow  morning. 
The  same  being  unanimously  agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  reconsidered  to-morrow 
morning. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  Mr. 
Toumsend,  and  Captain  JVickham,  be  a  Committee  to  take 
into  consideration  the  state  of  tlie  Stock  on  Gardiner's 
Island  and  Montauk,  and  report  to  this  Congress  what 
they  think  projier  to  be  ordered  or  done  relating  to  the 
said  Stock. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tredivell  and  Mr.  Melanct on  Smith 
be  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  Petition  of 
the  Executors  of  the  last  Will  of  David  Gardiner,  de- 
ceased, and  report  a  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  honourable 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  o(  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  agreeable  to  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petition. 

Ordered,  That  the  Connnittee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Letter  of  the  Committee  of  Broolchaven, 
of  the  3d  instant,  and  to  report  such  general  Resolutions 
or  Regulations  as  may  be  proper  to  be  entered  into  or  or- 
dered by  this  Congress  to  be  done  in  cases  of  this  nature, 
do  make  report  to-morrow. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Die  Jovis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  August  21,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Opened 
with  prayers  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers. 

A  Letter  from  the  President  to  the  Secretary  was  read 
and  filed,  informing  the  Congress  that  he  is  overcome  will) 
fatigue  and  want  of  sleep,  and  unable  to  attend. 

The  Congress  then  unanimously  chose  Colonel  Wood- 
hull  President  pro  tempore. 

Mr.  Scars  informed  the  Congress  that  he  had  a  Letter 
sealed,  which  he  showed,  directed  to  his  Worship  the 
]\Iayor  of  this  City,  and  said  to  bo  from  Captain  George 
T'andeput,  of  the  Ship  Asia. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  J^crplanck  and  Mr.  .Sears  wait  on 
the  Mayor  with  the  said  Letter,  and  request  to  know  the 
contents. 

Mr.  Vcrplanck  returned  with  the  Letter  directed  to  the 
Mayor,  and  with  his  leave  to  take  a  copy  thereof;  which 
was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit ; 

"Asia,  August  21.  1775. 

"Gentlemen:  After  the  event  of  last  night,  I  think  it 
necessary  to  inform  you,  that  having  had  information  that 
it  was  intended  by  some  people  in  Neiv-York  to  take  away 
the  guns  from  the  Battery,  which,  as  stores  belonging  to 
the  King,  it  was  my  duty  to  protect,  1  sent  a  boat  to  lie 
near  the  shore  to  watch  their  motions.  Soon  after  twelve 
they  began  to  remove  the  guns  from  the  Battery,  wliich 
being  observed  by  the  officer  in  the  boat,  he  left  his  station 
to  come  on  boaid  to  inform  me  thereof;  but  being  per- 
ceived from  the  sliore,  he  was  fired  upon  by  a  great  many 
musketry,  by  which  one  of  the  men  in  the  boat  was  shot 
dead.  My  duty  called  upon  me  to  repel  an  act  of  this 
sort,  as  well  as  to  defend  the  guns,  which  occasioned  me 
to  fire  upon  the  Battery.  I  acquaint  you  of  this,  that  the 
people  of  the  Town  may  not  imagine  it  is  my  intention  to 
do  them  any  hurt,  which  I  wish  as  mucli  as  possible  to 
avoid  ;  but  if  they  will  persist  in  behaving  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  make  their  safety  and  my  duty  incompatible,  the 
mischief  that  may  arise  must  lie  at  their  doors,  and  not  at 
mine.     An  answer  is  desired. 

"  1  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, Geo.  Vanuei'ut. 
"  To  the  Mayor  and  other  Magistrates  of  the  City  of  iVcMi- 

York." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith, 
and  Mr.  Kissam,  be  a  Committee  to  examine  witnesses 
and  take  affidavits  relating  to  the  attack  mentioned  in  Cap- 
tain Vandeput's  Letter,  and  the  attack  made  by  him  on 
this  City. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Liv- 
ingston, Esq.,  pay  to  Peftr  T.  Curtenius  Twenty  Thou- 
sand Pounds,  to  be  applied  towards  discharging  the  debts 
contracted  by  purchasing  Provisions,  Military  Stores,  and 
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other  necessaries,  in  obedience  lo  the  orders  of  this  Con- 
gress;  and  liiat  Mr.  Livingston  lake  Mr.  Curtema^'s 
receipt  for  tiie  same,  on  account. 

A  Letter  from  H'illiam  Smith,  Esq.,  Cliairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Suffolk  County,  bearing  dale  the  22d  in- 
stant, was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  (oUownig,  to 

wit  :  ,,    .    .^   , 

"Sufl'olk  County,  Au^'ust  ^-2,  A.  D.  1,.3. 

"  Gknti.kmen  :  The  Committee  of  liiis  County  are  now 
met  to  give  proper  directions  for  taking  liie  stock  from 
(Jardiner's  and  Flnmh  Islands,  according  to  your  direction 
of  the  18ili  of  this  instant.  It  is  with  llie  greatest  con- 
cern tiiat  we  find  the  Troops  at  the  east  end  of  this  island 
are  ordered  away,  whereby  we  shall  be  left  defenceless. 
General  IVooslcr  was  prevailed  on,  before  the  receipt  ol 
your  letter,  to  tarry  with  his  Troops  a  few  days;  he  is  now 
present  with  us,  and  lets  us  know  that  be  purposes  lo  de- 


part to-morrow. 


There  are  now  three  cutters 


end  of  this  island,  cruising ;  and  we  must  beg  leave  to  inform 
you  that  the  stock  on  Montauk,  S/iclter-Llanil,  and  Oys- 
ter Pond  Foint,  will  be  in  the  utmost  danger  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  besides  the  constant  alarms 
and  expense  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  County 
will  be  exposed  to,  unless  your  honourable  House  will  lake 
our  situation  under  your  consideration,  and  allow  us  at  least 
such  number  of  men  as  may  be  suflicient  lo  secure  ihese 
])arts  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy. 

"The  Companies  raised  here,  we  presume,  will  not  dis- 
obey )  our  orders  ;  but  we  pray  you  to  consider  how  desti- 
tute we  shall  be  left  when  our  men  are  gone,  our  arms 
put  into  their  hands,  and  carried  from  us.  Wiih  the  advice 
of  General  IVooslcr,  we  liave  ventured  lo  desire  the  Cap- 
tains not  to  march  until  we  can  send  an  express  to  you  to 
let  us  know  whether  we  can  have  any  hopes  of  relief.  And, 
further,  we  think  we  cannot  at  present  get  off  the  stock 
without  a  sudicienl  guard  opon  the  islands.  General  Woos- 
ter  informs  us,  that  lie  had  advice  from  Governour  Trum- 
bull to  return  lo  New- York  before  he  received  your  letter, 
and  we  cannot  think  it  could  be  the  design  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  that  this  County  should  be  left  in  this 
situation.  Colonel  Gardiner,  of  Plumb-Island,  says,  that 
Colonel  Abijah  IVillard,  in  the  Ministerial  Fleet,  informed 
him  thai  they  should  come  again,  and  would  bring  a  sufti- 
ciein  force  to  take  the  stock  from  Long-Island. 

'•  We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vants.    By  order:  Wm.  Smith,  C/ir//r;/»/». 
"To  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  at  Neiu-YorkJ" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  delivered  to  ihc  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Stock  on  Gardiner's  Island  and  IMontauk. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  honourable  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Massachusetis-Baij,  to  cover  the  Peti- 
tion of  the  Executors  of  David  Gardiner,  Es(|.,  and  the 
Papers  which  attend  the  same,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is 
in  the  words  follow^ing,  lo  wit : 

III  Provincial  Congress,  Ncw-Yorls,  Auiriist  ii,  177.'). 

Gentlemkn  :  You  will  readily  perceive  the  propriety  of 
our  referring  to  your  honourable  House  a  petition  from  ilie 
I'xecutors  of  David  Gardiner,  Esq.,  deceased,  which  we 
send  you  enclosed,  together  with  the  evidences  which  we 
are  possessed  of,  facts  therein  stated,  and  an  account  of 
the  things  taken,  and  damages.  If  you  should  approve  of 
the  mode  pointed  out  by  tlie  petitioners  for  obtaining  the 
desired  satisfaction,  we  doubt  not  but  you  will  be  icady  to 
grant  them  all  the  assistance  and  relief  in  your  power. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  \our  must 
bumble  servants. 
To  the  Honourable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

Colony  of  Massachusetts- Bay. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted,  together  with  the  Peti- 
tion, Afiidavits,  and  Papers  therein  mentioned. 

■Ito  ho.  I'.  M.,  Angusiat,  177.'>. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournmeni. 
Mr.  J'an  Zandt,  Mr.  Marktt,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  and 
Jlr.  J.  Van  Cortlandt,  severally  look  the  General  Oath  of 


Secrecy.  Mr.  Clarkson  and  Mr.  Walton  respectively  took 
the  Particular  Oath  of  Secrecy,  with  respect  to  the  exami- 
nation of  yielancton  Lawrence,  and  the  Letters  found  in 
iiis  custody. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  Captain  .17c- 
lancton  Laurence  delivered  in  the  Examination  of  said 
Lawrence;  which  was  read  and  tiled,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  w  it : 

The  Examination  of  Captain  Mf.lancton  Lawrence, 
before  a  Committee  of  the  Congress,  on  the  •24th  day 
o/"  Alcjust,  177.J. 

That  he  was  a|ipoinled,  on  the  '21ih  oi  April  last,  com- 
mander of  the  Schooner  Ae^<u»e,  and  believes  she  bekuigs 
to  the  Government ;  that  he  left  Boston  on  the  '2;3d  of 
July  last,  with  despatcdies  from  General  Gage  to  Captain 
Vundeput;  that  he  had  orders  fiom  the  General  to  put 
iiimself  under  the  command  of  one  Lieutenant  Eva)is, 
agent  of  the  transports  ;  that  when  he  went  on  board  of 
Evans's  transports  he  received  from  him  two  letters  direct- 
ed to  one  Wallace,  Captain  of  the  Rose,  man-of-war,  at 
Newport;  that  if  Captain  fi'itllace  gave  him  no  particular 
orders  lo  the  contrary,  he  was  to  cruise  south,  off  Block- 
Island,  until  be  heard  from  the  said  Evans.  That  he 
arrived  al  Newport  in  three  days,  and  not  finding  Wallace, 
he  stood  out  and  fell  in  with  the  Kingfisher,  the  Captain 
wdiereof  took  him  under  his  command,  and  conveyed  him 
into  Rhode-Island,  where  he  found  Captain  Wallace,  to 
whom  he  delivered  his  letters.  That  he  then  ordered  him 
to  follow  him,  and  proceed  to  Block-Island,  where  they 
fell  in  with  a  fleet  ol^  transports,  and  proceeded  with  the 
fleet  to  Fisher's  Island.  That  he  was  told  by  one  Colonel 
Willard  that  he  had  planned  the  expedition  to  take  the 
cattle  from  the  islands ;  that  cattle  and  sheep  were  taken 
ofi'  from  Gardiner's  and  Fisher's  Islands,  to  wit :  thirty- 
six  head  of  horned  cattle  and  eleven  hundred  sheep  from 
Fisher's  Island,  as  he  was  informed  ;  from  Gardiner's 
Island,  between  forty  and  fifty  horned  cattle,  and  between 
eighteen  hundred  and  two  thousand  sheep,  as  the  exami- 
nant  was  informed.  That  the  examinant  did  not  assist  in 
taking  the  cattle  and  sheep  from  either  of  the  islands,  nor 
received  any  of  them,  except  four  sheep,  which  were  sent 
aboard  for  the  use  of  the  men,  which  were  sent  on  board 
of  this  examinant  by  Colonel  Willard.  That  the  exami- 
nant understood  from  JfUlard  that  the  man  on  Gardiner's 
Island  was  very  sulky  at  first,  and  refused  to  sell,  but  that 
afterwards  he  insisted  that  whatever  they  took  away  they 
were  to  give  an  account  of;  that  he  also  understood  from 
Willard,  and  from  other  circumstances  he  has  reason  to 
believe,  that  the  man  on  Fisher's  Island  w^as  willing  to  sell 
cattle.  That  Evans,  the  a5;eiU,  gave  this  examinant  orders 
to  take  all  vessels  he  might  fall  in  with,  and  particularly 
those  loaded  with  salt ;  that  this  examinant  met  several 
vessels,  particularly  a  brig  loaded  with  salt,  bound  to 
Rhode-Island,  but  did  not  take  or  molest  them  in  their 
voyage.  That  he  could  not  discover  that  there  were  any 
intentions  of  the  Army,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  remove  from 
Boston,  but,  on  the  contrary,  there  was  all  the  appearance 
of  their  intentions  to  stay,  as  they  were  strengthening  their 
fortifications;  that  no  Troops  had  been  sent  from  Boston 
to  (^ucbcck,  but  that  he  has  understood  that  one  Gamble, 
an  officer,  was  gone  to  recruit  there.  That  when  this 
examinant,  in  May  or  June  last,  was  on  his  return  from 
here  to  Boston,  near  the  Hook,  a  sloop  li'om  Statcn-lsland 
came  down,  with  shee|),  hogs,  and  hay;  that  Captain  Mc- 
Donald, was  on  hoard  the  sloop,  who  insisted  on  their  being 
laki^n  on  board  the  schooner;  but  upon  this  examinant's 
refusing  to  take  them  on  board,  they  were  sent  back, 
though  the  said  McDonald  proceeded  with  him  to  Boston: 
and  that  the  said  McDonald,  at  Boston,  informed  him  lie 
was  going  to  (^uebeck,  and  that  he  was  in  full  pay.  That 
Allen  McLean  also  went  passenger  with  this  examinant  to 
Boston,  and  returned  lo  New-York  with  the  examinant, 
when  he  brought  General  Ilaldimand  to  New-York ;  that 
the  said  McLean  brought  with  him  a  bag  of  money,  which 
he  took  ashore  with  him  ;  that  from  papers  which  he  left 
on  board,  the  examinant  first  learned  he  intended  to  enlist 
men  ;  this  he  discovered  from  the  contents  of  one  which 
was  subscribed  by  General  Gage,  authorizing  him  to  enlist 
a  Regiment  of  (he  thinks)  Highlanders  in  the  Provinces, 
for  His  Majesty's  service.     That  at    Tarpaulin  Cove  he 
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received  a  package  of  letters  (rom  Evans,  directed  to  Gov. 
Tryon,  and  tiiat  Evans  told  him  they  were  letters  lie  had  re- 
ceived from  Gen.  Robinson,  which  he  delivered  on  board  ihe 
Asia,  man-of-war.  That  this  examinant  is  willing  to  declare, 
on  oath,  that  he  has  at  no  time  carried  any  provisions,  other 
than  his  own  stores  for  the  use  of  the  vessel,  from  this  or 
any  other  port  to  Boston,  though  he  has  had  opportunities 
to  do  it,  except  seven  sheep,  which  were  put  on  board  of  him 

by  Montan-ue  at  the  Hook.      t,.  t 

•'  '^  Melancton  Lawrenci:. 

A  Letter  from  Dr.  /.  Mallett  to  Mr.  IVilUam  Allmon, 
of  the  18th  July,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Col.  Bolertson  to  Capt.  Montague,  of 
the  -JOtli  of  Juh),  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
lollowinL',  to  wit ; 

"  Boston,  July  00. 1775. 

"  Dear  Sir:  Two  turtles  at  a  time,  when  a  bit  of  beef 
or  mutton  is  a  rare  feast,  command  my  gratitude  ;  but  let 
me  assure  you  I  enjoyed  the  reflection  that  I  owed  them 
to  your  friendly  regard  far  above  the  relish  of  a  well- 
dressed  dish. 

"  Your  health  was  drunk  by  a  company  whose  good 
wishes  you  would  value.  1  w^sh  1  could  send  you  any 
thing  in  return  that  would  be  grateful  to  you.  The  state 
of  poor  Farsons's  health  affords  nothing  of  this  kind  ;  ho 
is  very  weak,  in  much  pain,  and  great  danger  indeed  ;  the 
heat  of  the  season  and  the  v/ant  of  fresh  provision  made 
many  officers'  cases,  though  judged  slight,  dangerous. 

•'  It  would  not  be  pro|)er  to  put  in  writing  my  senti- 
ments about  the  state  of  the  war  or  the  mode  of  carrying 
this  on.  I  may  say,  however,  the  enemy  aie  multiplying 
immense  works,  all  round  this  country ;  every  hill  has 
Gothick  fortifications,  like  those  in  the  west  of  England. 
With  these  they  seem  to  intend  to  shut  up  every  access 
fi'om  this  place.  All  their  works,  except  tliose  they  began 
on  Bunkers  Hill,  have  been  of  the  defensive  kind.  So 
far  they  seem  sensible  that  they  will  be  ruined  if  they 
give  us  an  opportunity  of  charging  them  with  bayonets 
in  a  Aiir  field.  NLimbers  can't  save  them  ;  behind  works 
and  walls  they  may  kill  ten  men,  and  then  fly,  ajid  this 
repeated  often  would  make  a  dozen  victories  cijual  to  a 
defeat . 

"  I  send  you  some  letters  that  have  passed.  If  you 
were  Admiral  here,  land  and  sea  would  be  on  better  terms, 
the  Town  better  supplied,  and  convoys  better  guarded. 
The  Yankees  have  brought  about  fifty  whale  boats  over 
Dorchester  jSeck,  by  Roxhury  Church,  and  put  them  in 
the  water  near  Charlestown  River ;  with  fourteen  others 
they  landed  on  Thursday,  and  burnt  the  Light-House  ; 
and,  it  being  calm,  afterwards  set  fire  to  some  fishing 
boats ;  and  all  this  in  open  day,  in  sight  of  our  fleet. 
The  Congress  edicts  direct  the  peo])le  in  all  the  Colonies 
to  refuse  us  supplies  ;  the  Committees  enforce  the  edicts 
with  attention  and  severity.  To  prevent  our  suffering  by 
want  of  fuel  and  barrack  bedding,  I  sent  Mr.  Page  to 
London,  to  purchase  and  send  out  these  necessary  articles. 
Even  candles  are  ordered  from  home;  we  are  distressed  a 
little  by  a  scarcity  of  these  already.  I  have  in  Sergeant 
Boivde)i^s  care  one  hundred  and  forty  boxes;  if  you  could 
get  these  on  board,  under  the  pretence  of  your  ship's  ser- 
vice, and  then  give  them  to  Capt.  Evans,  who  commands 
the  Spy,  armed  vessel,  and  will  be  the  bearer  of  this,  you 
would  oblige  me,  and,  what  you  value  more,  serve  the 
publick,  by  saving  it  from  a  double  loss,  as  these  candles 
may  not  only  be  lost  to  us,  but  be  taken  for  the  use  of 
the  rebels  ;  however,  if  moving  them  would  endanger  the 
quiet  of  the  Town,  or  be  productive  of  a  riot,  it  is  not  an 
object  deserving  such  a  risk.  Mr.  Page  returns  from 
London  as  soon  as  he  can  finish  the  business  he  goes  on  ; 

his  address  will  be  to  the  care  of /flwes , 

Parliament  Street.  He  will  be  here  in  October,  and  he 
would  be  happy  to  direct  his  attention  to  any  commands 
you  may  give  him. 

"  I  am,  with  much  regard,  ever,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged 
and  obedient  servant,  James  Robertson. 

"To  C&pt&\n  Montague,  Commanding  his  Majesty's  Ship 

Kingfisher,  2^ew-York. 

"  P.  S.  I  wish  poor  Mrs.  Arry  and  Betsey  well ;  bid 
them  have  patience  :  her  civility  will  make  her  friends,  and 
times  may  soon  mend." 


Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  and  Mr.  Scars  take 

into  custody Bowden,  and  send    bin)  in  custody 

to  this  Congress  to-morrow ;  and  that  they  take  and  carry 
away  all  the  Candles  in  the  store  adjoining  to  Boivden's 
House,  and  other  Stores  mentioned  in  Colonel  Robertson's 
and  Mr.  Mallett's  Letters. 

A  r^etter  from  Thomas  Ash,  at  Boston,  of  July  23,  to 
John  Shaw,  of  New-York,  Merchant,  was  read  and  filed. 

Die  Veneris,  9  lie.  A.  M.,  August  25,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  No  prayers. 
Present  : 

Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  E^(j.,  President. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  ajipointed  to  examine 
Captain  Melancton  Lawrence  have  power  to  lake  such 
security  of  him  as  they  shall  think  proper,  and  also  to  take 
his  declaration  that  he  will  not  enter  again  into  the  Min- 
isterial service,  and  discharge  him. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  each  Town 
fiom  hence  to  Cambridge,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  August  Q5.  177.0. 

Gentlemen  :  This  will  be  produced  to  you  by  the 
Captains  Willing  and  JVharton,  who  have  the  charge  of 
three  prisoners  and  two  servants  taken  at  Philadelphia  ; 
and  as  they  may  want  carriages  or  otiier  assistance  to 
transport  them  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  we  therefore 
request  you  to  give  them  such  aid  as  they  shall  judge 
necessary  to  execute  the  command  w^ith  which  they  are 
now  intrusted,  they  paying  foi'  the  same.  By  order. 
To  the  Committee  in  each  Town  fiom  Xetc-York  to  the 

Camp  at  Cambridge. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of 
the  Stock  on  Gardiner's  Island  and  Montauk  Point,  de- 
livered in  their  Report,  which  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Your  Committee  do  report  that  a  Lcttei'  of  the  lollop- 
ing contents  be  sent  to  the  General  Coiumittee  of  tin- 
County  of  Suffolk: 

In  I'rnvijicial  Congress,  Neu-.York,  August  -^o,  1770. 

Gentlemen:  We  are  fully  sensible  of  the  necessity  of 
providing  against  the  future  depredations  of  the  Ministerial 
Aiiny,  and  we  see  the  danger  of  your  defenceless  con- 
dition, after  the  removal  of  the  Companies  raised  in  your 
County.  We  do  therefore  earnestly  recommend  that 
you  immediately  form  the  Militia  of  your  County  into 
Companies,  agreeable  to  the  late  regulations  of  the  Conti- 
nental and  this  Congress,  and  that  you  place  two  Compa- 
nies of  Minute-Men,  or  any  less  number,  which  you  may 
think  sufficient,  at  or  near  the  pass  by  the  little  |)ond  near 
Montauk,  and  one  other  Company,  if  you  think  so  many 
necessary,  at  or  near  Shelter-Island,  with  directions  to 
them,  upon  the  discovery  of  any  vessels  which  may  be 
suspected  to  have  a  design  against  you,  inmiediately  to 
drive  the  cattle  from  Montauk-Point  and  Shelter-Island 
into  the  interiour  part  of  your  island.  The  disposition  of 
guards,  signals,  the  manner  of  driving  oft' the  cattle,  and  to 
what  place  of  security,  we  must  leave  entirely  to  your 
directions  and  care. 

The  Minute-Men.  while  in  actual  service,  are  entitled 
to  the  same  pay  with  the  Continental  Troo[)S,  which  will 
be  an  inducement  to  them  to  undertake  this  necessary 
service.  The  repeated  orders  from  General  Schuyler,  for 
the  march  of  the  Troops  raised  in  this  Colony,  makes  it 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  Companies  raised  in  your 
County  should  immediately  march.  We  will,  however, 
venture  to  recommend  their  stay  ten  days  from  the  date 
hereof,  at  the  most,  to  give  you  an  opportunity  in  the 
mean  while  to  complete  the  Companies  of  Minute-Men. 

We  do  also  recommend  to  you  that  you  remove  frotn 
Gardiner's  Island  the  English   hay. 

By  order: 
To  William  Smith,  K^c\.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

Suffolk  County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  Letter  be  engros^c'l 
and  signed  by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 
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Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  Tom,  and  Mr.  Ilallctt,  ap- 
peared ill  Congress  aiid  tooktlie  General  Oath  of  Secrecy. 
Colonel  LhpuianI,  and  Mr.  Marston,  Mr.  Lcffcrtsc,  Mr. 
Scott,  Mv.  Polktmns,  Ltivis  amham,  and  tcter  I.E. 
lAvingston,  Esq.,  took  tlie  Particular  Oalli  of  Secrecy  as 
to  the'^cxaniination  o(  Mclancton  Lawrence,  and  die  letters 
taken  in  his  custody. 

The  Committee  appointed  yesterday  to  exanune  Wit- 
nesses and  take  Affidavits  relating  to  the  attack  made  on 
this  City  by  Ca|)tain  I'amhpiit,  delivered  in  Allidavits  of 
eleven  different  persons  in  this  City,  proving  that  the  first 
firing  and  attack  began  horn  Captain  I'andejnit's  Boat 
I'roin  the  Ship  Asia ;   which  were  read. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  James  Clinton,  of  the  l!Hli  iiist., 
was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Major  Henry  Livingston,  .Inn.,  of  tlie 
•■21st  instant,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

"  rougliki-cpsic,  Alienist  -Jl,  177.'>. 

"Sik:  I  an)  desired  by  Colonel  Clinton  to  inform  the 
honourable  the  Provincial  Congress,  that  drums  are  wanting 
for  the  respective  Companies  that  compose  liis  Regiment. 
He  also  desired  me  to  mention  our  medicine  chest  ;  sup- 
pose, however,  we  shall  find  that  and  the  druiTis  at -(4/ifl»^. 
With  respect  to  Dr.  Samuel  Cooke,  the  gentleman  nomi- 
nated Surgeon  to  our  Regiment,  I  am  authorized  to  inform 
your,  Sir,  that  he  attended  several  days  in  New-  York  for 
liis  examination,  hut  at  length  by  one  contingency  or  other 
came  away  without  it.  He  at  first  applied  to  Dr.  Jones, 
who  would  not  examine  him  unless  Dr.  Bard  (who  was 
out  of  Town)  was  jiresent.  The  matter  was  stated  to  the 
Congress,  who  ordered  that  one  of  the  members  should  wait 
on  Dr.  Jones,  and  inform  him  that  an  examination  by  him 
alone  would  satisfy  them.  Dr.  Jones,  however,  declined. 
After  Dr.  BarcVs  return,  there  was  a  day  appointed  for 
the  business,  but  that  day  both  Dr.  Jones  and  Bard  were 
called  to  Long-Island.  Dr.  Cooke,  being  very  unwell  at 
the  time,  could  stay  no  longer,  having  attended  several 
days  to  no  purpose. 

"  Those  officers  and  soldiers  who  are  acquainted  with  Di'. 
Cooke  and  his  practice,  and  good  success  both  as  physi- 
cian and  surgeon,  are  very  desirous  to  have  his  appoint- 
ment confirmed,  and  as  we  expect  to  march  in  two  or  three 
days,  are  exceedingly  anxious  that  he  may  be  acquainted 
with  it,  and  follow  us  as  soon  as  |)ossible. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  Hknry  Livi.noston,  Ji;x. 
"  To  the  Hon.  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Es(j."" 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Samuel  Cooke  be  appointed  Sur- 
geon, and  he  is  hereby  appointed  Surgeon  to  the  Third 
Regiment  of  Troops  raised  in  this  Colony,  and  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Hcnrtj  Livingston,  Jun.,  the  Major  of  the 
said  Regiment,  which  he  says  is  with  the  consent  of  a 
considerable  nuudjcr  of  tlie  said  Regiment. 

Ordered,  That  the  examination  of  Dr.  Samuel  Cooke 
he  dis[)ensed  with,  and  that  he  be  appointed  Surgeon, 
notwithstanding  he  has  neglected  to  be  examined  accord- 
ing to  the  standing  order  of  this  Congress,  but  that  tliis 
shall  not  be  a  precedent  in  any  other  instance. 

Mr.  John  Stephenson  sent  into  Congress  a  certificate  of 
Dr.  John  Jones  and  Dr.  Bard,  which  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  This  is  to  certify  that  we,  the  subscribers,  agreeable  to 
an  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  have  examined  Mr. 
John  Stephenson,  respecting  his  knowledge  in  physick  and 
surgery,  and  that  we  lind  him  competently  qualified  to  act 
as  a  Surgeon's  -Mate.  ".John  Jones,  M.  D. 

"  Sajitei.  Baud,  M.  D.' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jo/in  Stephcnsonho  appointed,  and 
he  is  hereby  appointed.  Surgeon's  Mate  to  the  Third  Re- 
giment of  Troops  now  raised  in  this  Colony  :  and  Ordered, 
That  be  join  his  Regiment  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Mr.  Bedford  Williams,  who  was  on  the  IGtli  instant 
appointed  Surgeon's  Mate  to  the  Second  Regiment,  agree- 
able to  a  standing  order  of  this  House,  produced  a  certifi- 
cate of  Dr.  John  Jones  and  Dr.  Bard,  which  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  This  is  to  certify  that  we,  the  subscribers,  agreeable  to 
an  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  have  examined  Mr. 


BedfordJl'illiams,  respecting  his  knowledge  in  physick  and 
surgery,  and  that  we  find  him  competently  qualified  to  act 
as  a  Surgeon's  Mate.  u  Jq^^.  j^y'^.s,  M.  D. 

"  Samuel  Barh,  .M.  D." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bedford  IVilliams's  appointment  of 
Surgeon's  Mate  stand  confirmed,  and  that  he  join  his  Re- 
giment with  all  possible  despatch. 

A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Jon«//i««  Trumbull,  Esq., 
of  the  iilst  instant,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 

'"""^^■'"-  "L..banon,  August  21,  1775. 

"Siii:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  23th  last  long 
since,  and  with  pleasure  noted  the  contents,  and  the  nobis 
forward  disposition  of  your  respectable  Congress  to  pro- 
mote a  service  of  so  great  a  necessity  and  importance  as 
supplying  the  Northern  Army,  among  many  other  neces- 
saries, with  tents,  which  I  shoidd  not  have  asked  of  you 
for  the  Troops  of  this  Colony,  but  from  a  sense  that  the 
cause  is  common,  and  that  we  are  extremely  exhausted  of 
materials  for  tents,  and  that  it  was  proposed  to  me  by 
Major-General  Schuyler,  that  you  coidd  probably  do  it  witli 
ease;  and  from  your  favourable  assurances  I  hoped  they 
were  received  at  the  camp  before  this,  but  am  unhappy  to 
find,  by  letters  of  the  14th  instant,  received  this  morning 
Irom  General  Schuyler  and  Colonel  Hinman,  that  they 
have  not  received  nor  heard  of  any  coming  to  them,  and 
expressing  fears  that  the  proposed  progress  of  the  Army 
may  be  impeded,  disappointed,  or  Colonel  Uinman's  Regi- 
ment very  greatly  suffer  for  want  of  them. 

"  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you,  since  you  were  pleased 
to  undertake  it,  and  in  confidence  thereof  we  have  neglect- 
ed any  attempt  to  supply  them  and  as  it  is  of  so  great  im- 
portance to  the  whole  Continent,  and  very  peculiarly  so  to 
your  City  and  Province,  that  they  should  be  supplied  and 
succeed  in  their  designs,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  for- 
ward those  tents  in  the  most  speedy  manner  possible,  tha 
season  being  far  advanced. 

"  You  are  pleased  to  mention  our  remitting  the  money 
for  them  ;  you  may  rely  that  if  the  expense  is  not  season- 
ably defrayed  by  the  Continental  Congress,  this  Colony  will 
not  fail  of  doing  it,  although  they  have  already  without 
grudging  advanced  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
Pounds,  this  currency. 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  I  lately  gave  Mr.  Rens- 
selaer a  permit  to  purchase  in  and  carry  out  of  this  Colony, 
for  the  use  of  said  Northern  Army,  four  hundred  and  fifty 
barrels  of  pork,  although  there  is  a  scarcity  of  it  among 
us;  and  in  pursuance  of  an  advisory  caution  from  his  Ex- 
cellency General //'rts/(/;ij^/0H,  have  since  wrote  and  required 
of  .Mr.  Rensselaer,  not  to  suffer  any  of  it  to  be  water  borne 
to  Neiv-  York,  lest  it  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  ene- 
mies, but  to  transport  it  directly  to  the  North  River,  almost 
as  near  as  the  Sound,  to  any  place  where  it  can  be  pur- 
chased. I  doubt  not  you  will  approve  of  this  precaution, 
and  cause  the  same  pork  to  be  forwarded  with  all  possiblo 
expedition  to  General  Schuyler. 

"  I  am,  with  esteem  and  regard.  Sir,  your  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  Jonathan  Trumbull. 
"To  the   Hon.  P.  V.  li.  Livingston,   Esq.,  President  of 

the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress,  New-York." 

A  draught  of  an  Answer  to  Governour  Trumbull  was 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  I'roviucial  Congress,  Now- York,  August  25,  177j. 

Sir:  We  have  been  honoured  with  your  favoiirof  the  ^Ist 
instant,  and  are  very  sorry  to  learn  the  a|)prehensions  you 
express  that  the  progress  of  the  Army  may  be  impeded,  il 
not  disappointed,  for  the  want  of  tents. 

The  fact  is,  that  all  the  tents  we  had,  and  all  the  mate- 
rials that  could  be  procured  have  been  made  up  into  tents, 
and  forwarded  with  part  of  our  own  Troops,  and  General 
Schui/ler  has  undoubtedly,  ere  now,  disposed  of  them  as 
circumstances  or  the  necessity  of  the  service  may  require. 
We  can  only  add,  on  that  subject,  that  we  shall  procure 
materials  for  more  tents  by  every  tneans  in  our  power,  and 
send  them  up  to  General  Schuyler  as  soon  as  possible  ;  but 
we  see  no  |)robability  of  being  able  to  provide,  at  any  rate, 
a  sufficient  number  for  the  Northern  Army.  If,  therefore, 
materials  can  be  collected  in  any  due  season  in  your  Go- 
vernment, it  will  promote  the  general  service  to  give  the 
necessary  orders  for  that  purpose  without  delay. 
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The  precaution  about  the  pork  whicli  you  permitted  I\lr. 
Van  Rensselaer  to  purchase  may  be  a  wise  one  ;  but  unless 
proper  orders  are  lodged  at  the  different  landings  to  wiiich 
it  may  be  carted,  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  wanted  may 
be  in  a  great  measure  defeated.  Permit  us,  therefore,  to 
request  the  favour  of  you,  to  give  such  directions  as  you 
shall  judge  necessary,  to  jirevent  such  iuconveuieuces  and 
disappoiutments. 

We  have  the  honour  to  remain,  witli  nmch  lespcct,  Sir, 
yours,  he.     By  order. 
To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Goveruour  of  the 

Colony  of  Connecticut. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Charles  Thomson,  Esq.,  was 
read  and  liied,  and  is  in  the  words  following  : 

111  Proviiiciil  Congress,  New-York,  August  2.'i,  m;>. 

Sir:  We  are  informed  by  our  Delegates  that  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  ordered  a  ton  of  their  powder  to  be  sent 
here,  to  rejilace  what  we  had  lent  for  the  common  service. 
As  our  defence  may  probably  very  soon  recjuire  a  supply 
of  that  article,  we  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  either  to  be 
at  the  trouble  of  forwarding  it,  or  inform  us  without  delay, 
by  letter,  where  and  to  whom  we  are  to  apply  for  it. 

We   Hatter  ourselves  that  your  zeal  for  the  service  will 
call  your  attention  to  this  business  ;  and  are.  Sir,  your  very 
humble  servants.     By  order. 
Charles  Thomson,    Esquire,   Secretary  to  the  Continental 

Congress. 

A  Return  of  the  Election  of  Militia  Officers  in  the  13o- 
rough  of  Westchester  was  filed. 

A  Return  of  the  Election  of  Militia  Officers  in  the  Pre- 
cinct o{  Mamacoling  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Return  of  the  Election  of  Militia  Officers  in  the 
South  District  of  New- Marlborough  was  read  and  filed. 

Johan  Christian  Drewidz,  being  brought  before  this  Con- 
gress, and  examined  concerning  his  Vessel  lately  returned 
from  sea  to  Sandy-Hook,  or  the  watering  place,  and  many 
suspicious  circumstances  appearing,  which  induce  a  belief 
that  this  Vessel  has  been  to  Boston, 

Ordered,  That  Johan  Christian  Drewid:  be  committed 
to  the  care  of  Colonel  McDougall,  and  that  he  take  care 
that  the  said  Johan  Christian  Drewidz  be  kept  with  the 
greatest  safety. 

A  Letter  from  Francis  Stephens,  of  the  l-2th  of  August 
instant,  to  General  Gage,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"Office  of  Ordnmcc,  Ncw-Yoi-k,  August  lO,  1775. 

"  Sir  :  Since  my  letter  to  your  Excellency  of  the  31st 
Julij,  I  have  been  honoured  with  yours  of  the  18th  pre- 
ceding, whicli  has  given  me  much  uneasiness,  as  it  seems 
to  imply  a  remissness  on  my  part,  in  not  getting  more  of 
the  stores  removed  from  hence,  agreeable  to  your  Excel- 
lency's wishes.  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  always 
used  my  utmost  endeavours  to  comply  with  the  orders  I 
received,  as  far  as  circumstances  would  admit.  But  the 
multiplicity  of  bulky  articles  shipped  on  board  the  vessels., 
such  as  battering  plank,  boards,  joists,  brick,  straw,  and 
many  other  particulars,  belonging  to  difierent  departments, 
the  want  of  which  is  as  strongly  urged  to  me,  look  up  so 
much  room  as  to  render  it  entirely  out  of  my  power  to 
forward  a  further  quantity  of  ordnance  stores.  Had  the 
shipping  ordered  for  that  service  been  in  a  proper  condi- 
tion to  have  received  their  full  load,  1  am  well  persuaded 
there  would  not  in  that  case  have  any  thing  remained;  but 
as  some  of  them,  particularly  the  S\u\^  Henry,  had  all  their 
water,  provisions,  &c.,  on  board,  which  the  master  refused 
to  disembark,  I  was  by  that  means  prevented  from  sending 
many  more  articles  which  1  should  have  otherwise  cer- 
tainly done.  If  your  Excellency  will  be  jjleased  to  order 
the  several  bills  of  lading  to  be  laid  before  you,  or  an 
account  of  the  many  articles  which  were  shipped  from 
hence  on  board  the  different  vessels,  exclusive  of  the  ord- 
nance stores,  you  will  judge  of  the  vast  deal  of  room  they 
must  have  necessarily  taken  up  on  board  these  vessels,  and 
which,  of  course,  prevented  my  forwarding  those  stores 
that  have  since,  very  unfortunately,  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  rebels.     The  Biig  Countess  of  Darlington  arrived  in 


the  Sound,  a  few  miles  above  Turtle-Bay,  on  the  25ili 
o{  April;  and  had  I  been  permitted  to  have  loaded  her, 
should  no  doubt  have  sent  to  Boston  every  species  of 
stores  I  stood  charged  with,  the  largest  sizes  of  shot  and 
shells  only  excepteil ;  but  the  violent  commotions  wdiich 
at  that  time  prevailed  amongst  the  people  were  such  as  to 
render  it  impossible,  and  the  vessel  was  obliged,  for  safety, 
immediately  to  depart,  without  my  being  able  to  put  the 
least  article  on  board  her. 

"  With  respect  to  the  saltpetre,  it  was  at  the  time  de- 
jjosited  at  Turtle-Bay,  where  I  conceived  it  to  be  equally 
secure  with  the  rest  of  His  Majesty's  property,  and  that 
moving  it  might  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  people,  who 
assiduously  watched  that  no  supplies  should  be  sent  to 
Boston.  At  this  period  I  had  no  idea  of  powder  mills 
being  erected,  or  that  they  would  ever  have  the  audacity 
to  rob  and  plunder  the  storehouses  in  the  manner  they 
have  since  done.  Their  declared  intention  at  the  time 
being  to  prevent  all  supplies  going  to  Boston,  that  might 
enable  your  Excellency  to  act  with  greater  effect  against 
their  brethren  and  fellow-subjecls  in  Netv-England.  I 
entreat  your  Excellency,  therefore,  to  believe  me  when  I 
assure  you  that  every  thing  was  done  which  lay  in  my 
power  towards  expediting  and  otherwise  forwarding  the 
good  of  His  Majesty's  service. 

"  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect.  Sir,  }'our  Exjellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

"  Francis  Stephens. 
"  To  his  Excellency  the  Hon.  General  Cage." 

A  Letter  fi-om  Joseph  Al'icock,  of  the  23d  instant,  to 
Henry  Lloyd,  Esq.,  was  read  and  filed. 

Another  fiom  Josejih  Allicock,  of  the  23d  instant,  to 
Lieutenant  Butricke,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  J\  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  pay  to 
Joseph  Hallctt,  Esq.,  the  liuther  sum  of  two  thousand 
Pounds,  on  account,  in  addition  to  the  sums  he  has  already 
received,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

The  Congress  adjom-ned  to  four  o'clock.  P.  JI. 

4to  lio.  r.  I\I.,  August  2.-),  177.>. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  no  more  Cannon  or  Stores 
be  removed  from  the  Battery,  until  further  ordeis  from  this 
Congress. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  John  T'an  Coriiandt,  and  ^Ir.  Pyc,  sc\er- 
ally  dissented. 

Resolved,  That  the  Guard  be  strengthened  this  night 
by  an  additional  Company,  in  order  to  prevent  any  insult 
being  offered  to  his  Excellency  the  Governour. 

And  Resolved,  That  Colonel  Lasher  be  desired  to 
strengthen  the  Guard  intended  for  this  evening,  by  adding 
the  Grenadier  Company  to  that  Guard.  That  the  whole 
Guard  be  under  the  command  of  Captain  Brasher;  and 
that,  upon  a  message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governour, 
they  repair  to  his  house  and  protect  him  from  insults. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning.  

Die  S.il,bati,  9  lie.  A.  M.,  August  26,  177J. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  No  prayers. 

Joseph  Allicock,  according  to  a  direction  from  this  Con- 
gress, attending  at  the  door,  was  called  in.  He  produced 
three  Receipts,  of  one  tenor  and  date,  for  Provisions  lately 
delivered  to  Captain  Melancton  Laiercnce,  for  the  Armed 
Sloop  then  imder  his  command,  and  acknowledged  that  he 
had,  in  the  course  of  the  business  of  the  contractors  for 
victualling  the  Army,  supplied  all  the  Armed  Vessels  except 
the  Men-of-War.  He  had  supplied  such  Provisions  inad- 
vertently, and  without  any  design  to  injure  the  Country. 

Captain  DeKaij,  according  to  a  direction  fl'om  this  Con- 
gress,  attending  at  the  door,  was  called  in,  and  examined, 
and  notes  taken  of  his  examination,  which  are  filed.  Cap- 
tain De  Kay  gave  an  order,  in  writing,  to  the  Pilot  and 
Mate  of  the  Vessel,  to  bring  up  his  Vessel. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  McDougall  take  Captain  Charles 
De  Kay  into  custody,  and  keep  him  safely  until  the  further 
order  of  this  Congress. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  Letter  frorra 
the  Brookhnven  Committee  of  the  3d  instant,  and  to  report 
such  general  resolutions  or  regulations  as  may  be  proper  ic 
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be  entered  into  or  ordered  by  ihis  Congress  to  be  done  in 
cases  of  the  like  nature,  delivered  in  their  Report,  which 
was  read  and  filed  : 

Whereas  there  is  great  reason  to  suspect  that  V  essels 
with  Provisions,  from  some  parts  of  this  Continent,  have 
been  nut  in  the  way  of  some  of  His  Majesty's  Armed  Ves- 
sels, with  design  that  they  might  be  taken :  to  prevent  any 
thing  of  the  like  kind  from  occurring, 

Resolved,  That  no  Vessel  depart  from  this  Colony  with 
Provisions,  unless  tlie  permit  of  this  Congress  or  of  their 
Committee  of  Safety  be  first  had  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  this  Resolution  be  published  in  the 
iN'ewspapers  and  in  Handbills. 

Mr.  Sears  delivered  in  an  inventory  of  all  the  articles 
bv  them  taken  from  the  Stores  adjoining  to  Bowdtn's 
house,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  this  Congress,  which  is 
as  follows,  to  wit:  one  hundred  and  forty  boxes  of  Candles, 
seven  Blankets,  eiglily  pair  of  Sheets,  twenty-four  Bed- 
ticks  and  twenty-six  Bolsters,  fourteen  Halberts,  five  cart- 
men  loads  of  Medicines ;  that  the  Medicines  are  in  a  room 
at  the  Barracks. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Treat  and  Doctor  Thomns  Jones 
be  recjuested  to  have  an  inventory  made  of  all  those  Medi- 
cines ;  and  to  examine  their  qualities,  and  set  a  valuation 
on  them,  and  return  a  copy  thereof,  signed  by  them,  to  this 
Congress,  that  this  Congress  may  be  able  to  preserve  tes- 
timony of  the  value  of  those  Medicines. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Connnittee  of  the  City  and 
County  of  JSew-York  be  requested  to  meet  every  day, 
.Sundays  excepted,  in  order  to  expedite  such  business  as 
falls  in  their  department,  which  frequently  arise  in  this 
exigency  of  the  publick  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congiess  having  thought  it  expe- 
dient to  remove  some  of  the  Cannon  from  the  Battery  to 
the  place  where  they  now  are,  they  will  again  remove 
them,  as  they  shall  find  it  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  discharge  the  Debts  of  this  Colony,  be  taken 
into  consideration  on  next  Tucsdaij  morning. 

Die  Luna',  August  28,  177.".. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  IVo  prayers. 

A  Letter  from  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  dated  this 

(lay,  was  read  and   filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 

"'''  ■  "  Xcu-York,  Aiigu.st  28,  1775. 

"  Gentle.mf.n  :  It  gives  me  great  anxiety  that  I  cannot 
attend  your  deliberations  at  this  critical  juncture  ;  such  is 
iny  present  indisposition  that  1  am  unable  to  attend  to  any 
business  whatever.  With  a  continual  slow  fever,  a  reluc- 
tance to  food,  and  a  constant  vigilance  or  want  of  sleep,  I 
find  myself  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  taking  some  mea- 
sures to  |)reserve  life. 

"  I  have  yet  a  large  sum  of  the  Continental  money  which 
I  received  by  your  order.  I  earnestly  entreat  you  to  ap- 
point some  gentleman  your  Treasurer,  to  receive  it  of  me, 
and  to  direct  him  to  call  on  me  this  morning  for  the 
money.  Be  assured.  Gentlemen,  it  will  give  me  very  great 
pleasure  to  return  to  Congress  as  soon  as  1  am  able  to 
attend. 

"  I  am,  respectfully,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  Petku  V.  B.  Livi.ncston. 

"To  the  Gentlemen  of  the   Provincial   (/ongress,  j\ew- 
York." 

Colonel  Jl'oodhull  is  electetl  President  pro  tent.,  until 
Mr.  Livingston  is  able  to  attend. 

A  Letter  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  dated  at  Cambridge,  on 
the  'M  August,  to  his  brother  Jonathan  Trumltull,  Jun.,  was 
read.  He  thereby  directs  him  to  purchase  large  quantities 
of  Flour,  Beef,  and  Pork,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  at 
Cambridge. 

Another  Letter,  iVoni  Joseph  Trumbull,  of  same  date,  to 
any  Merchants  in  jSew-York  or  Pliihuhlphia,  as  a  letter 
of  credit  to  his  brother,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  .)un.,  until 
the  Continental  Currency  issues,  was  read. 

A  Letter  from  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jun.,  dated  at  New- 
London,  7th  instant,  and  directing  Mr.  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
Jan.,  the  safest  way  of  transporting  Flour,  was  read. 


The  Members  generally  sworn,  were  charged  to  keep 
secret  the  contents  of  those  Letters,  and  Messrs.  Vander- 
hilt,  JVoodhull,  Lispenard,  Polhemus,  Ten  Broeck,  Hoff- 
man, Kissam,  Marston,  Cuyler,  Richard  Yates,  Roosevelt, 
Verplanck,  Rensselaer,  Dumond,  fl'alton  and  Hornbeck, 
were  sworn  to  secrecy  in  this  particular  matter. 

Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris  came  into  Congress  and  took  the 
General  Oath  of  Secrecy. 

Richard  Jenkins,  late  master  of  a  vessel  of  Thomas 
Ludlou',  came  into  Congress,  and  gave  information :  that 
relating  to  the  vessel  and  cargo  is  on  oath,  and  that  relating 
to  the  state  of  (^uebeck  the  best  information  he  can  give, 
but  not  on  oath. 

The  apjilication  of  Murray,  Sansom,  Murray  k  Co., 
and  of  Frederick  Rhynlander,  to  permit  the  Ship  Peggy 
and  cargo  of  Wheat  to  sail  for  Falmouth,  in  England :  the 
application  of  Charles  McEvers  &,  Co.,  to  ])ermit  the  Ship 
Albany  and  cargo  of  Wheat  to  sail  for  Lisbon:  the  appli- 
cation of  fValter  Buchannan  &,  Co..  to  i)ermit  a  Vessel 
and  Cargo  for  Madeira,  and  another  Vessel  and  Cargo  for 
Barcelona,  to  sail :  the  application  and  affidavit  of  Thomas 
Arden,  Jun.,  and  David  Bemus,  Owner  and  Master  of  the 
Sloop  Liberty,  to  obtain  a  permit  for  her  to  sail :  and  an 
application  from  Robert  Bryson,  o{  Bermuda,  to  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Verplanck,  for  six  dozen  bottled  Beer,  a  keg  oi  Albany 
White  Peas,  half  a  barrel  Mess  Pork,  and  a  good  Ameri- 
can Cheese,  were  severally  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Nicholas  Cooke,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection  at  Providence,  and  from  John  Smith 
and  Daniel  Tillinghast,  Committee  of  Safety,  bearing 
date  the  21st  instant,  was  read. 

And  they  recjuesting  that  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Nightiji- 
galc  might  have  leave  to  purchase  and  import  at  Provi- 
dcnce  a  quantity  of  Flour  and  Provisions,  for  the  use  of  the 
Town  of  Providence  and  the  American  Army, 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
till  the  afternoon. 

A  Letter  of  this  day,  from  Samuel  Burling,  requesting 
liberty  to  supply  the  Flour  and  Provisions  desired  at  Provi- 
dince,  and  to  send  the  same  by  Captain  Lindsay  and  Cap- 
tain IVhitney. 

A  Letter  from  William  McAdam,  requesting  leave  for 
the  Sloop  Jane,  Captain  Bascombe  Master,  to  sail  with 
her  cargo  for  Kingston,  in  Jamaica,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  no  Bread,  Flour,  Beef,  or  Pork,  be 
shipped  or  laden  after  the  publication  hereof,  without  an 
express  permission  from  this  Congress  or  their  Commit- 
tee of  Safety. 

Mr.  JValton  and  Mr.  Kissam  dissenting. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ship  Peggy  may  have  lea\e  to  sail 
with  her  cargo  of  Wheat  completed,  and  that  she  be  subject 
to  such  instructions  as  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee 
of  this  Congress  to  he  appointed  for  that  purpose  :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  present  Captain  or  Master  be  not  permit- 
ted to  proceed  in  the  said  Vessel,  and  that  she  sail  under 
such  Captain  or  Master  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  said 
Committee. 

Captain  Sears  dissented. 

Ordered,  That  Charles  McEvers  Si  Co.  have  leave  to 
complete  the  loading  of  the  Ship  Albany,  James  Bunyan 
Master,  bound  to  Lisbon,  with  Wheat  only,  subject  to  such 
instructious  as  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee  of  this 
Congress  to  be  appointed   for  that  purpose. 

Captain  Sears  dissents. 

Ordered,  That  Walter  and  Thomas  Buchannan  k,  Co. 
have  leave  to  load  the  Vessel  mentioned  in  their  applica- 
tion to  Congress  of  this  day,  and  let  her  sail  Xo  Barcelona. 
with  Wheal  only,  subject  to  such  instructions  as  shall  be 
given  by  the  Committee  of  Congress  to  be  appointed  for 
that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Walter  Buchannan  &.  Co.  have  leave 
to  load  the  Brigantine  Catharine  and  Elizabeth,  bound 
to  Madeira,  with  Wheat,  Corn,  and  Staves,  thirty  casks 
Rye  Meal,  Bees  Wax,  Spermaceti  Candles,  and  Spruce, 
but  not  with  any  Flour  and  Leather;  to  sail  subject  to  such 
instructions  as  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee  of  this 
Congress  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Sloop  Liberty,  belonging  to  TIcomas 
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Ardcn  and  James  Ardcn,  David  Bewcs  Master,  be  per-     fleclare,  tliat  I  will   proceed  with  the  said ,  now 

milted  to  sail  subject  to  like  instructions.  bound  with  God's  assistance  to ,  immediately, 

Resolved,   That    Colonel    McBon^all,    Mr.    llkhnrd  and  take  every  precaution  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  said 

Yates,  and  ]\lr.  Morris,  be  a  Committee  to  report  such  vessel  from  benig  taken  by  any  Vessel  of  War  m  His  Ma- 

Recrulations  as  they  conceive  proper  for  the  Owners  and  J-'sty's  service  ;  and  for  this  purpose  I  will  use  my  utmost 

Wasters  of  all  Vessels  sailing  out  of  this  Port,  with  any  efiorts  to  go  so  lar  to  the  southward,  immediately  after  I 
Kind  of  1  revisions  on  board. 

Ordered,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  to  have  leave  of  absence 
on  Wednesday  next. 


The  Congress  adjourned  till  four  o'clock. 


28,  17 


Itoho.  P.  M.,Aug.i 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  James  and  Alexander  Stewart,  request- 
ing permission  to  ship  throe  thousand  bushels  of  Rye,  the 
proceeds  of  which,  witli  what  bills  they  shall  ship,  they 
mean  to  have  brought  back  in  articles  that  will  be  much 
wanted. 

A  Letter  from  Henry  Remscn  and  John  Read,  request- 
ing permission  for  the  Sloop  Charlotte,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Nathaniel  Harriot,  to  depart  for  Kingston,  in 


shall  leave  the  Hook,  as  to  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  north 

latitude,  and  keep  to  the  southward  of  that  latitude  until 

1  shall  reach  the  fiftieth  degree  of  west  longitude   from 

London,  and  thence  to  proceed  to  the  said  Port  of  ...   . 

with  the  utmost  despatch  in  my  power,  the  dangers  of  the 

seas  only  excepted  ;  and  as  I  keep  this  oath,  promise,  and 

declaration,  so  help  me  God." 

For  Vessels  bound  to  the  JVest-Indies, ihc  following  Oath, 

to  wit:  p,     ,,     /-» 

I' or  the  Utvner. 

"I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  and  declare 
that  I  will  take  every  precaution  in  my  power  to  prevent 
the  .  .  .  .  ,  now  bound  from  Neiv-York  to  ...  ,  from 
falling  into  the  possession  of  or  being  taken  by  any  Vessel 
of  War  belonging  to  His  .Majesty  ;  and  for  this  purpose  I 
will  direct  .  .  .  .  ,  the  Master  of  the  said  Vessel,  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  from  the  Hook  to  the  aforesaid  place  ol 


Jamaica,  with  a  cargo  of  three  hundred  and  eighty  barrels  of    his  destination,  without  delay,  the  danger  of  the  seas  only 
Flour  and  thirty  barrels  of  Lamp  Oil.     And  they  mention     excepted.     So  help  me  Goc/." 


that  they  had  agreed  to  purchase  a  cjuantity  of  Ship  Bread 
in  tierces  and  barrels,  and  also  some  Lumber. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Sloop  Charlotte  have  leave  to  sail, 
with  her  cargo,  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  barrels  of  Flour, 
and  such  quantities  of  Lamp  Oil,  Ship  Bread,  and  Lumber, 
as  her  owners  have  engaged  or  shall  think  proper  to  put  on 
board,  subject  to  such  instructions  as  shall  be  given  by  the 
Committee  of  this  Congress  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

A  Letter  from  V.  Pearse  Ashfield,  bearing  date  this 
day,  was  read,  setting  forth  that  he  has  laden  on  board 
the  Brig  Fatty,  Bedford  Ashfield  Master,  four  thousand 
bushels  o(  Indian  Corn,  and  asking  permission  for  the  said 
Brig  to  complete  her  lading,  and  to  depart  for  Madeira. 

Ordered,  That  Sa?>mel  Burlinglmve  leave  to  ship  Flour 
alone,  for  tlie  use  of  the  Town  of  Providence,  in  Rhode- 
Island. 

Ordered,  That  G.  JV.  Bcckman,  D.  Beekman,  and 
C.  P.  Lou-,  be  permitted  to  ship  on  board  the  Slooj)  Pcnn- 
iylvania  Farmer,  fi'illiam.  Newton  Master,  already  cleared, 
and  bound  to  the  Island  of  St.  Croix,  a  cargo,  to  consist  of 
Indian  JMeal,  Ship  Bread,  Staves,  Heading,  Hoops,  and 
Boards  ;  subject,  however,  to  the  instructions  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  this  Congress  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  John  Brown,  of  the  British 
Army,  dated  the  i26th  instant,  was  read,  setting  forth  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  indisposition  of  ftlrs.  Brown,  he  was 
prevented  from  embarking  in  the  Ship  Monimia,  for 
Lurope. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  delivered  in 
their  Report,  which  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
following: 

Your  Committee  do  report,  that  they  conceive  it  will  be 
jiroper  that  the  Owners  and  Masters  of  all  Vessels  sailing  out 
of  this  Port,  with  any  kind  of  Provisions,  should  give  security 
to  this  Congress  that  they  will  proceed  to  the  place  for 
which  they  shall  report  such  Vessels  to  be  destined,  and 
that  no  security  less  than  an  oath  of  such  Owners  and  Mas- 
ters ought  to  be  accepted  of.  Your  Committee  therefore 
do  propose,  for  Vessels  bound  to  Europe,  the  follow'ing 
Oath,  to  wit : 

For  the  Owner. 
I,  A  B,  do  promise  and  declare  that  the  .  .   .   ,  now 


For  the  Master. 

"  I,  A  B,  do  promise  and  swear  that  I,  the  Master  of  the 
,  .  .  ,  now  bound  on  a  voyage  to  ...  ,  will  immediate- 
ly proceed  with  the  said  Vessel  to  the  said  place  of  destina- 
tion, with  the  utmost  despatch  in  my  power,  the  danger  of 
the  seas  only  excepted,  and  will  take  every  precaution  in 
my  power  to  prevent  the  said  Vessel  from  being  taken  by 
any  Armed  Vessels  belonging  to  His  Majesty.  So  help 
me  God." 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

Alexander  McDougall, 

GoUVERNEUR  MoRRIS, 

Richard  Yates. 

Resolved,  That  the  Owner  or  Owners  and  Master  of  each 
Vessel,  for  the  lading  and  sailing  whereof  application  has 
been  made  to  this  Congress,  and  a  permit  ordered,  do  re- 
spectively take  such  Oath  as  above  directed,  that  is  to  say  : 
the  Master  and  Owners  of  such  Vessels  as  are  bound  to  llie 
fVest-Indics,  the  Oath  for  that  purpose  directed  ;  and  the 
Master  and  Owners  of  the  other  Vessels  the  Oaths  for  that 
purpose  abovementioned. 

Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Kissam,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  are 
appointed  a  Committee  to  report  to  this  Congress  the  mode 
to  supply  the  Ship  Asia  with  Provisions,  that  will  be  least 
inconvenient  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  City. 

Die  Jlarlis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  August  20,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  No 
prayers.     Present : 

Nathaniel  JVoodhuU,  Esq.,  President^™  tern. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  U.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  pay  unto  Captain  Robert  Johnson, 
of  Colonel  Clinton's  Regiment,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
Pounds,  for  the  use  of  his  Company  ;  and  that  the  said 
Robert  .Tohnson  do  give  a  receipt  to  the  said  Peter  V.  B. 
Livingston,  and  an  order  on  the  Deputy  Paymaster-Gene- 
ral, for  the  repayment  of  the  said  sum. 

A  Letter  from  General  Wooster  was  read  and  filed,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Oyster  Ponds,  August  27,  1775. 

"Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  18th  instant  came  duly  to  hand, 
and  I  should  have  sailed  for  Harlem  without  loss  of  time, 


bound  to  ....  ,  and  laden  with                  shall  proceed  ,^^j  j  ^^^  ^^^^-^^^  ^j^^  f^,,^^^.;      ;„      ^tant  intelligence  from 

directly  on  her  voyage  to  the  said  place  ol  her  destination  ;  j,^^^^,^,  jy^.hi     ^       „•„  , 

for  which  ptirpose  I  will  strictly  order  the  master  of  the  said  « ,^           23,  177.5.- Yesterday  I  received  advice  from 

to  sa,    Irom  the  Hook  into  the  latitude  of  thirty-five  ^,,^,    that  a  number  of  transports  have  sailed  on  a  second 

north,  and  keep  in  or  to  the  southward  ol  that  _^      ji^^„„  fo,  f,,,,,,  provisions.     As  they  may  pursue  the 


degrees  nortli,  and  Keep 

latitude  until  she  shall  reach  the  fiftieth  degree  of  west  longi- 
tude from  London,  and  thence  proceed  with  all  despatch 

to  the  said  Port  of ,  thereby  to  avoid  a  caption 

by  any  of  His  Majesty's  Vessels  of  War;  the  unavoidable 

accidents  of  the  seas  only  excepted.     So  help  me  God." 

For  the  Master. 

"I,  A  B,  Master  of  the  .   . 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  in 


same  course,  only  advancing  further,  we  think  Montauk 
Point,  on  Long-Island,  a  very  probable  place  of  their 
landing.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  best  to  give  you  the 
earliest  intelligence,  but  I  do  not  mean  to  confine  your  at- 
tention or  vigilance  to  that  place.  You  will  please  to 
extend  your  views  as  far  as  the  mischief  may  be  probably 
.  ,  do  swear,  promise,  and  extended.' 
36 
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"Thus  far  the  intelligence.  I  would  further  inform  you 
that  the  Kimrjhher,  last  IVcdnesday,  went  up  the  Sound, 
with  several  small  cutters,  reconnoitering  the  north  side  of 
tiie  island,  and  Thursday  there  followed  past  this  place  two 
topsail  vessels,  which  I  apprehend  to  be  transports,  as  they 
fired  two  signal  guns  when  they  went  through  the  Race.  I 
would  therefore  recommend  it  to  the  Provincial  Congress 
to  keep  a  good  guard  over  (Queen's  County,  as  I  imagine 
their  design  is  to  get  slock  from  Huntington,  Lloyd's  ^'eck, 
or  Flushing ;  and  as  we  hope  to  secure  all  the  stock  upon 
this  part  of  the  island,  you  may  expect  the  Boston  fleet 
will  proceed  further  up  the  Sound. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  David  Wooster. 
"  To  Peter  T'.  B.  Livingston,  Esq." 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  General  Wooster's  Letter  be 
transmitted  to  the  following  persons,  to  wit:  Colonel  Black- 
well,  to  the  Committee  o(  Huntington,  and  to  Mr.  Town- 
send,  by  express. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  at  Saratoga,  on 
the  19th  instant,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  at  Saratoga,  on 
the  20th  instant,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  at  Albany,  on 
the  23d  instant,  was  read  and  filed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Company  of  Artillery,  raised  by  Cap- 
tain Lamb,  he  considered  as  part  of  the  three  thousand  men 
directed  by  the  Continental  Congress  to  be  raised  in  this 
Colony;  that  the  Ollicers  and  Men  belonging  to  the  said 
Company  be  entitled  to  pay,  agreeable  to  the  Continental 
arrangement  now  established  ;  that  the  Oflicers  of  the  said 
Company  be  entitled  to  the  same  rank,  and  be  under  the 
same  command,  as  other  Artillery  Companies  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army;  that  Colonel  McDoxigall  be  ordered  to  re- 
ceive, from  tiie  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  to  pay  off  the  Oflicers  and 
Men  belonging  to  the  said  Coni|)any,  up  to  this  day;  and 
that  the  said  Company  do  forthwith  proceed  to  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  join  the  Army  under  General  Schuyler;  and 
that  Colonel  McDougall  see  that  this  order  be  complied 
with,  with  all  possible  despatch. 

If'illiam  Malcom,  by  request  in  writing,  prayed  permis- 
sion for  the  Sloop  Thistle,  Roger  Haddock  Master,  bound 
for  St.  Eustatia,  with  a  cargo  of  sixteen  barrels  of  Ship 
Bread,  forty  barrels  of  Apples,  three  hundred  bushels  of 
Indian  Corn,  thirty  boxes  of  Spermaceti  Candles,  eight 
cases  of  Furniture,  fifteen  thousand  feet  of  Lumber,  four 
thousand  Hoops,  twenty  thousand  Shingles,  thirty  barrels 
of  Corn  Meal,  and  a  parcel  of  bunches  of  Onions. 

Ordered,  That  he  have  a  permit  to  ship  the  said  cargo, 
and  for  the  said  Vessel  to  sail,  subject  to  such  orders,  and 
on  having  such  allidavits  made  and  filed,  as  have  in  such 
cases  been  directed  by  this  Congress. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Thomas  H'icks,  Esq.,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  o(  Huntington,  was  road  and  filed,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  August  29,  177r>. 

Sir  :  We  thought  proper  to  communicate  to  your  Com- 
mittee the  intelligence  contained  in  the  enclosed  letter  from 
General  (f'ooster,  which  we  received  this  morning.  Be 
pleased  immediately  to  call  your  Committee  together,  and 
we  expect  you  will  use  every  measure  to  prevent  the  Minis- 
terial Ti()0])s  from  obtaining  a  supply  of  provisions  from  the 
places  mentioned  in  General  /('oysa'/-'^  letter.  Depending 
on  your  prudence  and  zeal  in  the  common  cause,  we  are 
your  humble  servants.  By  order  of  Congress. 
To  Thomas  li'icks,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  at 

Huntington. 

P.  S.  We  beg  you  would  immediately  communicate  this 
intelligence  to  the  Committees  of  Smithtown  and  Brook- 
haven,  and  also  to  Mr.  Hobart  and  Mr.  Lloyd. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President  pro  tempore,  and  transmitted  by  the  re- 
turn of  the  Express. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Colonel  Jacob  Blackwcll  was 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Congress,  July  29,  1775. 

Sik:  We  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  we  just  now 


received  from  General  Wooster,  and  beg  you  would  imme- 
diately so  dispose  of  the  Militia  under  your  command  as 
to  prevent  the  Ministerial  Troops  from  obtaining  a  supply 
of  provisions  from  the  places  mentioned  in  General  ll'oot- 
ter's  letter.  We  rely  on  your  zeal  and  utmost  exertions  to 
defeat  the  designs  of  our  common  enemy,  and  are  your 
humble  servants.  By  order  of  the  Congress. 
To  Colonel  Jacob  Blackwell,  at  Newtown. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President  pro  tempore,  and  sent  by  return  of  the 
Messenger. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  the  Commis- 
sary, do  immediately  purchase  all  the  Sail  Cloth  in  this 
City  that  comes  cheaper  than  Russia  Duck,  and  that  he 
purchase  the  residue  ol  Russia  Duck,  to  complete  the  num- 
ber of  Tents.  That  all  the  Tent  and  Sail-Makers  in  this 
City  be  immediately  set  to  work,  to  complete  the  said 
Tents;  and  that  they  be  forwarded  up  as  fast  as  they  are 
made,  by  twenty  or  thirty  at  a  time,  until  the  whole  num- 
ber are  completed,  to  the  Commissary  at  Albany,  to  be  for- 
warded, witli  all  possible  expedition,  to  General  Schuyler, 
at  Ticonderoga. 

A  Letter  from  Abraham  Yates,  iwn..  Esquire,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  at  Albany,  bearing  date  the  17th  inst., 
was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Abraham.  Yates,  Jun.,  Esquire,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  at  Albany,  bearing  date  on  the  21st,  was 
read  and  filed. 

A  State  of  the  Case  of  Alexander  White,  Esquire,  was 
read  and  filed. 

A  copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Johnson  to  A.  Jfhite, 
Esquire,  dated  at  Johnson  Hall,  on  Sunday  morning,  was 
read  and  filed. 

A  copy  of  a  Letter  from  SW  John  Johnson  to  A.  White, 
bearing  date  on  the  25th  July  last,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Albany,  dated  the  lltli  inst.,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  copy  of  the  Examination  enclosed  in  Gen.  Schuy- 
ler's Letter  was  read  and  filed. 

Resolved  and  Agreed,  ncm.  con..  That  Edward  Flrm- 
ming,  Esq.,  he  appointed  Deputy  Adjutant-General  in  the 
Continental  Army,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  that  he 
be  directed  to  join  the  Forces,  under  the  command  of 
Major-General  Schuyler,  with  all  possible  despatch. 

AVhereas  the  Commander  of  His  Majesty's  Ship  ^iin, 
under  pretence  of  protecting  the  King's  property,  did,  in 
the  dead  of  the  night  of  the  23d  instant,  most  unwarrant- 
ably fire  on  the  south  part  of  this  defenceless  City,  whereby 
three  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  were  wounded,  the  property 
of  several  destroyed,  and  the  lives  of  many  exposed  to  the 
most  imminent  danger ;  and  whereas  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, under  apprehensions  that  the  like  hostile  conduct  may 
be  in  future  jnirsued  by  the  Commander  of  the  said  Ship, 
have  been  induced  to  move  their  wives,  children,  and  prc- 
perty,  out  of  this  City;  and  whereas,  from  the  present  tem- 
))er  of  the  people,  it  is  apprehended  that  the  peace  of  this 
City  may  he  interrupted,  and  the  lives  and  property  of 
many  be  ex])osed,  in  case  the  Ollicers  or  Crew,  belonging 
to  any  of  His  Majesty's  Ships,  should  come  with  their 
Boats  to  this  City: 

In  order,  therefore,  to  preserve  the  peace,  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants,  and  prevent  the  Ollicers  and  Men, 
belonging  to  any  of  His  Majesty's  Ships,  that  now  are  or 
hereafter  may  arrive  in  this  I'ort,  from  coming  to  this  City, 
under  pretence  of  procuring  supplies,  this  Congress  have 
thought  proper  to  permit,  and  they  do  hereby  permit,  agree- 
able to  the  former  directions  of  this  Congress,  that  Abra- 
ham Lott,  Esquire,  Contractor  for  His  Majesty's  Navy,  do 
in  future  supply  His  Majesty's  Ships,  stationed  here,  with 
all  necessaries,  as  well  fresh  as  salt,  for  the  use  of  the  said 
Ships;  that  such  supplies  he  by  him  sent  to  the  Govern- 
our\i  Island,  that  they  may  be  taken  from  thence  on  board 
the  said  Ships. 

And  the  inhabitants  of  this  City  and  Colony  are  hereby 
enjoined  from  using  any  attempt  to  prevent  the  said  sup- 
plies from  being  furnished  by  the  said  Abraham  Lott,  or 
his  Agent,  or  for  obtaining  satisfaction  for  the  injury  they 
have  received,  as  this  Congress,  duly  impressed  with  a  sense 
thereof,  are  determined  to  pursue  every  prudent  and  proper 
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measure  for  preventing  the  like  insults  in  future,  and  for 
obtaining  satisfaction  and  redress. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolution  bo  published  in 
Handbills. 

A  Petition  o(  John  CandcU,  praying  to  be  heard,  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  be  directed  to  have 
John  Candell  brought  to  the  Bar  of  this  House  this  after- 
noon, and  that  the  Witnesses  respecting  him  do  attend  at 
the  same  time. 

Ordered,  Thvt\.  Abraham  Be  Pet/ster,  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  ftlerchant,  have  a  permit  to  load  the  Sloop  Charily 
with  two  hundred  bushels  of  Com,  four  tons  of  Ship  Bread, 
two  hogsheads  of  dried  Cod,  and  ten  dozen  of  Poultry,  to 
the  Island  of  Antigua,  or  some  other  of  the  West-India 
Islands,  subject  to  such  orders,  and  on  having  such  affida- 
vits made  and  filed,  as  have  in  such  cases  been  directed  by 
this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  VerpJanckA'[\(\  Richard  Yateshe 
a  Committee  to  consider  of  the  applications  of  the  Owners 
of  Vessels  which  are  going  to  sea,  and  to  give  them  per- 
mits agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  and  Orders  of  this  Con 
gress. 

Ordered,  ThatPe^er  T.  Curtcnius  furnish  Arms  for  the 
Fourth  Regiment  as  fast  as  may  be  conveniently  done  ;  and 
that  he  forward  such  a  number  of  Arms  \o  Albany,  for  the 
Fourth  Regiment,  as  Col.  Holmes  shall  advise  to  be  neces- 
sary, as  fast  as  they  can  be  procured. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher  be  requested  to  furnish 
a  Guard  of  twenty-four  men,  to  proceed  from  New-York 
to  the  Highlands,  when  requested  by  Messrs.  Isaac  Sears, 
Samuel  Bayard,  Wm.  Bcdlow,  John  Berrien,  and  Chris- 
topher Miller,  (Commissioners  appointed  to  erect  Fortifi- 
cations on  the  banks  of  Hudson^ s  River,  in  the  Highlands,) 
or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  and  to  attend  upon  and  be 
subject  to  the  direction  of  the  said  Commissioners,  who  will 
agree  to  pay  the  said  Guard. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Jun.,  Esq., 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New.York,  August  29,  1775. 

Sir:  Several  Companies  belonging  to  the  Regiments 
raised  in  this  Colony  refuse  marching  until  they  receive 
their  pay;  and  as  General  Schuyler  is  very  pressing  for 
their  joining  him  with  all  possible  expedition,  we  are  con- 
fident he  will  readily  excuse  your  dispensing  with  forms,  in 
order  to  promote  the  general  service. 

We  therefore  cannot  hesitate  earnestly  to  request  the 
favour  of  you  to  advance  Colonel  James  Holmes  six  hun- 
dred Pounds,  to  enable  him  to  pay  his  men,  that  they  may 
immediately  march,  according  to  the  pressing  requisition  of 
General  Schuyler. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant.     By  order. 
To  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Jun.,  Esquire,  Deputy  Paymaster- 
General  of  the  Continental  Forces. 
Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
bv  the  President,  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Trumbull. 


4(0  ho.  P.  M.,  August  29,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present : 

Nathaniel  JVoodhull,  Esq.,  President  p-o  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lispenard,  IMr.  Jan  Zandt,  and 
]Mr.  Roosevelt,  be  a  Committee,  on  behalf  of  this  Congress, 
to  contract  with  some  merchant  or  merchants  for  fifteen 
tons  of  Gunpowder ;  and  if  Gunpowder  cannot  be  obtained, 
then  to  contract  for  the  value  of  fifteen  tons  of  Gunpowder 
in  fourteen  hundred  stand  of  good  Arms,  and  in  Saltpetre, 
or  either  of  them  that  can  be  had  or  obtained  ;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  contract  for  the  same,  to  be  paid  for  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  European  invoice, 
provided  the  same  arrive  here  before  the  first  day  of  March 
next. 

Messrs.  Low,  JValton,  Leffertsc,  French,  Cortelyou, 
Richard  Lawrence,  R.  Yates,  and  Polhcmus,  dissent. 

A  Letter  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Deputy 
Paymaster-General,  assigning  his  reasons,  and  excusing  him- 
self from  advancing  any  money  to  pay  Troops. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of 


the  Letter  of  the  Committee  of  Brookhaven,  of  the  3d  in- 
stant, and  of  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  persons  whose 
conduct  is  inimical  to  the  interests  of  this  Colony,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  postponed  for  further  consideration. 

Messrs.  Thomas  Arden  and  James  Arden  having  filed 
such  affidavit,  taken  by  them,  with  respect  to  the  Sloop 
Liberty  and  her  cargo,  as  is  directed  by  this  Congress  to 
be  taken  by  the  owners  of  vessels  intended  for  the  West- 
Indies,  and  having  also  sent  into  Congress  and  filed  such 
affidavit  of  David  Bewes,  the  Master  of  the  said  Sloop 
Liberty,  as  in  such  cases  is  directed  by  this  Congress  to 
be  taken  by  the  Master  of  every  such  vessel : 

Ordered,  That  the  Slooji  Liberty,  with  her  cargo  now 
on  board,  be  permitted  to  sail. 

Mr.  William  Malcom  having  delivered  in  such  affidavit, 
taken  by  him,  with  respect  to  the  Sloop  Thistle  and  her 
cargo,  as  is  directed  by  this  Congress  to  be  taken  by  the 
owners  of  vessels  intended  for  the  West-Indies,  and  also 
delivered  in  such  affidavit  of  Roger  Haddock,  the  Master 
of  the  said  Sloop  Thistle,  as  is  in  such  cases  directed  by  this 
Congress  to  be  taken  by  the  Master  of  every  such  vessel, 
which  affidavits  are  filed : 

Ordered,  That  the  Sloop  Thistle,  with  her  cargo  now  on 
board,  be  permitted  to  sail. 

Messrs.  Henry  Remscn  and  John  Read,  of  the  City  of 
Nexv-York,  Merchants,  having  delivered  in  such  aflidavit, 
taken  by  them,  with  respect  to  the  Sloop  Charlotte  and  her 
cargo,  as  is  directed  by  this  Congress  to  be  taken  by  the 
owners  of  vessels  intended  for  the  West-Indies,  and  also 
delivered  in  such  affidavit  of  iVa<An?iie/  Harriot,  the  Mas- 
ter of  the  said  Sloop  Charlotte,  as  in  such  cases  is  directed 
by  this  Congress  to  be  taken  by  the  Master  of  every  such 
vessel,  which  affidavits  are  filed  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Sloop  Charlotte,  \\\i\\  her  cargo  now 
on  board,  be  permitted  to  sail. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning.  

Die  Mcrcurii,  9  lio.  A.  M.,  August  30,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  IN'o  prayers. 
Present : 

Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  Esq.,  President  jjro  tempore. 

A  Letter  from  Walter  Livingston,  Esq.,  Deputy  Com- 
missary-General, was  read  and  filed.  He  assures  the  Con- 
gress that  the  Stores  he  has  received  have  been  forwarded 
without  delay. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Albany  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 

^^'^  ■  In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  August  30,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  We  received  your  letters  of  the  lltli  and 
17th  instant,  together  with  the  several  enclosed  papers. 
As  Jl'hite,  the  late  Sherift"  of  T/-*/on  County,  is  detained  in 
your]  jail  by  process  issued  out  of  court,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Congress  that  he  ought  not  to  be  removed  before 
lie  satisfies  the  demand,  or  otherwise  discharged  from  actual 
custody  upon  his  giving  bail  to  the  suit.  When  he  performs 
either,  you  will  then  send  him  down. 

As  you  are  best  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of 
Boon  and  Clement,  we  must  tlierefore  leave  it  to  your  dis- 
cretion either  to  acquit  or  detain  them.  Conner  was  brought 
down  yesterda\',  and  he  is  secured  under  guard. 

We  ap])rove  the  lenient  measures  you  pursued  with  the 
Indians  who  escorted  those  prisoners  in  their  escape.  Their 
friendship,  at  this  critical  conjuncture,  is  become  an  object 
of  the  utmost  moment  to  the  Colonies. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants.  B)- 
order  of  the  Congress. 

To  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee at  Albany. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith  and  Mr.  DeLanccy  dissent  from  that 
part  of  the  Letter  which  directs  fVhite  to  be  sent  down  to 
New-  York  when  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President  pro  tempore,  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  pay  unto  Col.  Jaines  Holmes 
the  sum  of  six  hundred  Pounds,  for  the  use  of  his  Regi- 
ment, and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 
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A  Certificate  of  Doctor  John  Jones  and  Doctor  Bard  was 
read  and  filed.  They  tliereby  certify  tiiat  tliey  have  ex- 
amined ^U.Joseiih  iJ/riryfH,  respecting  his  knowledge  in 
physick  and  surgery,  and  find  him  well  qualified  for  the 
office  of  a  First "iMate  to  a  Provincial  Regiment. 

One  Mate  having  heretofore  been  appointed  to  each  Regi- 
ment, Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Marvin  he  appointed  an 
additional  Surgeon's  ISlate  to  the  First  Regiineiii  of  Troops 
raised  in  this  Colony. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  tlie  Report 
of  the  Committee  ajjpoinled  to  report  the  ways  and  means 
best  adapted  to  discharge  the  Debts  of  this  Congress,  in  the 
j)resent  exigencies  of  this  Colony.  The  same  was  read, 
and  being  again  read  by  paragraj)lis,  the  first  pai'agraph  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Your  Connnittee,  in  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the 
Congress,  do  report,  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Moneys  requisite  to  defray  the  expense  incurred  by  this 
Congress  ought  to  be  raised  by  a  tax  ;  that  at  least  Fifteen 
Tiiousand  Pounds  is  required  for  that  purpose. 

Which  being  read,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  moved,  and 
was  seconded,  that  the  following  amendment  should  be 
made,  viz :  that  all  that  part  of  the  Report  which  is  from 
llie  word  Moneys  to  the  word  jmrjjosc  be  obliterated,  and 
the  following  words  there  inserted,  viz:  "  Means  requisite 
to  defray  the  expenses  incurred  by  this  Congress,  and  to 
be  incurred  by  the  Colony,  be  supplied  by  an  emission  of 
Forty-Five  Thousand  Pounds,  to  be  sunk  in  manner  follow- 
ing, viz:  one  third  part  on  the  first  of  March,  1776;  one 
other  third  part  on  the  first  of  March,  1777;  and  the  re- 
maining third  part  on  the  first  of  March,  1778." 

And  debates  arising  on  the  said  amendment,  and  the 
question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  Amendment.  Against  the  Amendment. 

2  Dutchess,  3  Albany, 

2  SutFolU,  2  Ulster, 

2  Tryon,  2  Richmond. 

2  Wfstchester,  — 

2  CumborUnd,  7    Qwefn's  and  Orans-clinvc  no  votes, 
2  King's.  for  wuntof  usulfioiont  number 

—  of  Mi-nibors. 

12  New-York  etiuaWy  divided. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  that  part  of  the  Report  which 
is  from  the  word  Moneys  to  the  word  purpose  be  obliterated, 
and  the  following  words  there  inserted,  viz  :  "  iMeans  requi- 
site to  defray  the  expenses  incurred  by  this  Congress,  and 
to  be  incurred  by  the  Colony,  be  supplied  by  an  emission 
of  Forty-Five  Thousand  Pounds,  to  be  sunk  in  the  manner 
fallowing,  viz  :  one  third  part  on  the  first  o( March,  177(5 ; 
one  third  part  on  the  first  ol' March,  1777  ;  and  the  remain- 
ing third  part  on  the  first  of  March,  1778." 

Dissentients :  Messrs.  Roosevelt,  Verplanrk,  JValton, 
Low,  Kissam,  Lispenard,  Richard  Yates,  and  Dc  Lancey. 

Adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 


4to  ho.  P.  M.,  August  .X  l"->. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present : 
Nathaniel  Jf'oodhull,  I'^sq.,  President  |;ro  tcin. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Hanson  be  appointed,  and  he 
is  hereby  appointed,  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  erect 
Fortifications  on  the  banks  of /ii/r/son'^  River,  in  the  High- 
lands, 

Ordered,  That  refer  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  pay  to 
the  said  Conimissioners,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  one 
hundred  Pounds,  to  be  expended  in  the  necessary  business 
of  preparing  for  and  erecting  the  said  Fortifications  on  the 
banks  of  Hudson's  River,  in  the  Highlands. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  I'etcr  T.  Curtcnius  be  requested  to 
forward  to  Allinny,  immediately,  a  sufficient  number  of 
Tents  for  Col.  Hinmaii's  Regiment  at  Ticonderoga. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  August  30,  1775. 

Sir:  Since  writing  you  the  2.5th  instant,  we  liave  been 
agreeably  surprised  to  learn  from  our  Commissary  that  ho 
bad  purchased  materials  for  a  much  larger  number  of  tents 
•riian  we  imagined.  We  have  therefore  the  pleasure  to 
acquaint  you  that  he  has  our  orders  to  forward,  with  all 


possible  expedition,  the  number  of  tents  required  for  Col. 
Jlinman's  Regiment,  so  that  you  need  give  yourself  no 
further  trouble  to  provide  materials  for  that  purpose. 

We  are.  Sir,  most  respectfully,  your  humble  servants. 
IJy  order  of  ilie  Congress. 
To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Governour 

of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  tlie  President  ^ro  tern.,  and  transmitted. 

Mr.  Scars  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  Company 
of  Artillery,  under  the  command  of  Ca[)tain  ^0/1)1  Lamb, 
should  have  the  same  Pay  as  the  Rhode-Island  Company 
of  Artillery;  and  debates  arising  thereon,  and  the  question 
being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  afiirmative,  in  the  manner 
following,  to  wit: 


For  the  Affirmatice. 

For  the  XeLmti 

2  nutcbcss. 

2  Uich.noiul, 

2  Wesleh.-BtT, 

3  AllMny, 

2  Cumh-rhmd, 

2  Ulster. 

4  New-V.i'k,  (Mr-ssrs.  Wolton,  — 

Thomim  .Smith,  audKUsam,  7     (A'in»-'s,      Queen's,      and 
dissent,;  Orange  Counties  could 

2  Suffolk,  not  vote,   for  want  of 

2  Trvon.  a  sutficient  number  of 

—  Deputies.) 

14 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  so  many  of  the  Artillery 
Company,  under  the  command  of  Captain  John  Lamb,  as 
are  now  enlisted,  shall  have  the  same  Pay  as  tlie  Rhode- 
Lland  Company  of  Artillery,  until  the  time  for  which  they 
were  enlisted  does  expire,  in  December  next,  but  no  longer. 
That  the  said  John  Lamb  be  directed  and  enjoined,  and 
he  is  hereby  enjoined,  not  to  enlist  any  more  men  in  his 
Company  at  that  rate;  but  if  he  enlist  any  other  man  or 
men  than  those  he  has  already  enlisted,  that  they  shall  have 
or  be  entitled  to  such  pay  only  as  is  agreeable  to  the  arrange- 
ment of  pay  established  by  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  residue  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  discharge 
the  Debts  of  this  Congress,  in  the  ]iresent  exigencies  of 
this  Colony;  after  some  time  spent  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  residue  of  the  said  Report  be  re- 
committed ;  and  that  Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Hoffman,  Mr.  (iil- 
bert  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Tredwell,  be  a  Committee  for 
that  purpose ;  and  that  they  report  thereon  with  all  con- 
venient speed. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Die  Jovis,  9  ho.  A.  iM.,  August  31,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present: 
Nathaniel  JVoodhidl,  Esq.,  President  pro  tempore. 

A  Letter  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  of  the  26th  August, 
was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  informs,  that  the  Com- 
mittee at  I'hiladelphia  have,  at  the  request  of  this  Con- 
gress, sent  them  a  ton  of  Powder,  whicli  is  forwarded. 

A  Letter  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  Es(j.,  dated  at  Perth- 
Amboy,  29th  instant,  was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  in- 
forms, that  having  information  at  Brunswick  that  Powder 
had  arrived  and  passed  through  that  ])lace  for  this  Colony, 
ho  had  countermanded  the  Powder,  and  sent  it  back. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  have  leave  to  agree 
with  Thomas  Oakes,  Jun.,  a  Tinman,  on  the  best  terms  he 
can,  to  proceed  to  Ticonderoga,  to  be  emi)loyed  there  in 
the  Army  under  the  command  of  General  Schuyler;  and 
that  Colonel  McUougall  also  have  leave  to  purchase  such 
Tin  and  other  materials  as  he  shall  think  necessary  to  send, 
and  forward  the  same  to  Ticonderoga. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Patrick  Sinclair  be  at  liberty 
to  go  to  IJoyd's  Neck,  in  Queen's  County,  on  Nassau- 
hland,  at  bis  pleasure,  in  addition  to  his  former  limits  in 
Suffolk  County,  on  his  former  promise  parole  on  his  hon- 
our pledged  and  given  to  this  Congress. 

Messrs.  Leonard  lAspenard,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  and  Ja- 
cobus Van  Zandt,  brought  into  Congress  a  contract  by  them 
made,  on  behalf  of  this  Congress,  with  Joseph  Hallctt, 
Jun.,  for  the  importing  of  fifteen  tons  of  Gunpowder,  and 
fourteen  hundred  stand  of  Arms,  and  for  any  quantity  of 
Saltpetre  which  he  may  import  in  lieu  of  the  said  Gun- 
powder. 
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Tlife  said  Contract  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  order- 
ed to  be  filed. 

The  Examination  of  Jacobus  S(onte7iburgh,,hm.,  a  Mes- 
senger from  Dutchess  County,  with  relation  to  Pclcr  Doji 
and  his  Sloop,  was  taken  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher  he  directed  to  fiirnisli 
a  suflicient  detachment  of  his  Battalion  to  take  and  seize 
the  Sloop,  and  people  on  board,  which  is  charged  with 
having  supplied  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  Army  and 
Kavy,  and  now  lying  at  anchor  near  the  Ship  of  War. 

Ordered,  further.  That  Colonel  Lasher  use  his  discre- 
tion with  respect  to  the  mode,  time,  and  place  of  seizing 
the  said  Sloop;  and  that  the  said  Sloop,  when  seized,  be 
taken  to  some  secure  place  up  the  River,  and  sti'ipped  of 
her  sails,  rudder,  &ic.,  and  that  such  persons  as  shall  be  found 
on  board  be  immediately  brought  to  this  Congress  by  land. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  consider  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  ajipoinied  to  consider  of  the  Letter  lioni 
the  Committee  of  Brookhaven,  of  the  3d  instant,  and  of 
what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  persons  whose  conduct  is 
inimical  to  the  interests  of  this  Colony;  and  after  having 
proceeded  to  hear  and  amend  the  preamble,  and  the  first 
paragraph,  which  was  changed  into  two  paragraphs,  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  it  is  deferred  for  further  con- 
sideration. 

John  CnndeJl  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Congress, 
from  the  guard  room  at  the  Upper  Barracks. 

The  following  persons  were  examined  as  witnesses 
against  the  said  John  Cundell,  in  his  presence,  to  wit : 
John  Johnson,  James  Moore,  David  Dixon,  Cornelius  J. 
Bogert,  Allen  Rodgers,  Uzal  Meeker. 

The  Examinations  of  those  jiersons  were  filed,  and  John 
Candell  ordered  to  be  confined  until  the  House  meet  this 
afternoon. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  this  afternoon. 


Die  Jovis,  4to  lio.  p.  M.,  August  31,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment :     Present : 

Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  Esq.,  President  ino  tempore. 

A  Letter  from  Abraham  Lott,  Esq.,  Agent  Victualler 
for  His  Majesty's  Ships  in  this  Port,  was  read  and  filed; 
also,  an  account  of  Provisions  supplied  the  Ship  Asia  with, 
between  the  27th  o{  July  and  the  2d  of  August ;  also,  an 
account  of  Provisions  required  for  the  use  of  the  said  Ship. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  testi- 
mony of  the  witnesses  against  John  Candell; 

And  thereupon.  Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Candell 
be  taken  back  to  the  Barracks,  and  there  kept  under  guard 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Congress. 

Messrs.  fValton,  French,  Cortelyou,  and  Lawrence,  dis- 
senting. 

Ordered,  That  Abraham  Lott,  Esq.,  Agent  for  victual- 
ling His  Majesty's  Ships,  be  requested  to  attend  this  Con- 
gress to-morrow  morning,  and  also  to  furnish  this  Congress 
with  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  Provisions  the  Ship  Asia 
will  require  per  week,  and  the  number  of  men  on  board. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Patrick  Dennis  and  Mr.  An- 
thony Griffiths  be  requested  to  go  to  the  house  of  Linton, 
the  Innkeeper,  at  the  sign  of  the  Blue  Bell,  in  this  City, 
to  search  for  the  Baggage  o(  Alcvander  Bell ;  and  that,  at 
their  discretion,  they  search  the  house  of  the  said  Linton; 
that  they  retain  such  Papers  as  they  shall  find,  and  think 
necessary;  and  that  they  report  to  this  Congress  to-morrow 
morning. 

Linus  King,  Thomas  Marston,  and  Hamilton  Young, 
filed  AtSdavits  with  respect  to  the  Brig  Folly,  bound  to 
the  West-Indies,  and  also  a  list  of  her  cargo,  as  is  directed. 
Also,  an  Affidavit  of  Bernard  McDavit,  the  Master  of  said 
Brig  Polly,  as  is  directed  by  this  Congress  to  be  taken  by 
the  Master. 

Ordered,  That  the  Brig  Folly,  with  her  cargo  now  on 
boaril,  be  permitted  to  sail. 

Archibald  Mercer  filed  a  like  Affidavit,  as  Owner  of  the 
Sloop  Greyhound,  bound  to  Curagoa,  with  a  list  of  her 
cargo.  Also,  the  Affidavit  of  fVilliam  Montanye,  Master 
of  said  Sloop  Greyhound,  as  directed  and  required  by  this 
Congress. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  Sloop  Greyhound,  with  her 
cargo  now  on  board,  be  permitted  to  sail. 

Samuel  Burling  filed  an  Affirmation  respecting  the  Sloop 
Joseph,  bound  to  Providence,  in  Rhode-Island,  with  Flour. 
Also,  an  AtKdavit  of  Benjamin  Lindsay,  Master  of  the  said 
Sloop  Joseph,  as  required  and  directed  by  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Sloop  Joseph,  wih  her  cargo 
now  on  board,  be  perinitted  to  sail,  iic. 

John  JMiirray  filed  such  Affidavit,  as  Ovv-ner  of  the  Ship 
Peggy,  bound  to  Fcdmouth,  and  laden  with  Wheat,  as  is 
required  to  be  taken  \iy  an  Owner. 


Di.-Veu.Tis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  Scpt^m'.rr  1,  1773. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  No  pray- 
ers.     Present : 

Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  Esq.,  President  pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  Gabriel  IV.  Ludlow  be  requested  and 
empowered  to  deal  out  the  Powder  lately  received  in  this 
City,  according  to  the  directions  of  this  Congress  or  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  and  to  keep  accounts  of  the  distri- 
bution there  if. 

An  r^stimate  or  Account  from  Abraham  Lott,  Es(|., 
Agent  Victualler  for  His  Majesty's  Ships  in  this  Port,  was 
read  ;  and  iMr.  Lott,  being  so  indisposed  as  to  be  confined 
to  his  house,  by  one  of  the  Secretaries  requested  a  confer- 
ence with  some  Meniber  or  Members  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clarkson,  Mr.  Walton,  and  Mr. 
Scars,  be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  Abraham  Lott,  Escj., 
and  also  to  report  to  this  Congress  on  the  Letter  of  Mr. 
Lott,  requesting  to  ])ermit  the  Ship  Asia's  Boats  to  get 
Beer  and  Water  at  Brooklyn,  and  also  on  the  quantities  of 
P.-ovisions  proper  to  be  su|iplicd  to  said  Ship. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  have  one  hundred 
weight  of  Gunpowder,  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  under  his 
command  ;  and  that  Mr.  Gabriel  W.  Ludlow  be  requested 
to  let  the  same  be  delivered  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  Alexander  Bell  and  his  Examination, 
and  the  Notes  or  Memorandums  found  on  Bell,  be  delivered 
over  to  the  City  Committee;  and  that  the  Chairman  or 
Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Committee  be  informed  that  the 
said  Alexander  Bell  is  confined  in  the  Barracks. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Abraham  Lott, 
Esq.,  agent  for  victualling  His  Majesty's  Ships,  reported 
that  they  had  conferred  with  him,  and  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  best  methoi.!  Ljf  supplying  the  said  Ship  witii  Beer  and 
Water  is  to  let  her  be  supplied  from  Brooklyn  Ferry  with 
Beer  and  Water,  as  usual ;  and  that  she  be  supplied  with 
Provisions  weekly,  agreeable  to  the  Order  of  this  Congress. 

Rcsohted,  therefore.  That  the  said  Ship  have  leave  to 
be  sup|)lied  with  Beer  and  Water  from  Brooklyn  Ferry, 
as  usual;  and  that  they  be  supplied  with  Provisions  weekly, 
agreeable  to  the  former  Resolutions  of  this  House. 

Whereas  General  Schuyler,  by  his  Letter  to  this  Con- 
gress of  the  2.3d  ultimo,  has  declined  to  nominate  any 
Field-Officer  or  Officers  to  the  Regiment  of  Green  Moun- 
tain Boys;  the  Congress  took  into  considei'ation  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  Field-Officers. 

Debai  s  arising  thereon,  the  question  was  put,  whether 
the  Congress  will  now  proceed  to  nominate  the  Field-Olti- 
cers  for  the  Regiment  of  Green  Mountain  Boys,  or  defer 
that  nomination  until  the  men  are  raised, or  further  inlbrma- 
tion  obtained?  and  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  that 
('engross  will  now  proceed  to  nominate  the  said  Officers, 
in  manner  following : 


For  thr  Aplymaliv 
2  Suffolk, 
2  Dutcluss, 

2  CumliLTland, 

3  Alb.any, 
2  Tryon, 

2  Westchester, 
2  Oranjc. 

15 


For  the  Xfgalh; 
2  Richmond, 

2  UlFt.T, 

2  King's. 


Neir-Tork  and  Queen's  County 
have  not  votes,  for  want  of 
a  sufficient  number  of  Mem. 
bers  present. 


Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Congress  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  nominate  and  appoint  Field-Officers  for  the  said 
Regiment  of  Green  Mountain  Boys. 

Dissentients:  Mr.  Richard  Yates,  Mr.  Walton,  Mr.  A7s- 
sam,  Mr.  I^ow,  and  Mr.  J'erplanck. 

And  Resolved,  That  Seth  Warner  be  appointed  Lieu- 
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tenant-Colonel  of  the  said  Regiment  of  Green  Mountain 
Boys. 

Dissentients:  Mr.  IVullon,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Kissaw, 
Mr.  Loiv,  and  Mr.  Vcrplunck. 

And  Resolved,  Thai  ^'i'nmuel  Sajf'ord  he  api)ointed  .Major 
of  the  said  Regiment. 

Dissentients:  Mr.  JValton,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Kissam, 
and  Mr.  Low. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Peter  T'.  B.  Livingston, 
Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Peter  T.  Cur- 
ttnius  the  further  sum  of  five  thousand  Pounds,  to  be 
applied  towards  discharging  tlie  debts  contracted  by  pur- 
chasing Provisions,  Military  Stores,  and  other  necessaries, 
in  obedience  to  the  Orders  of  this  Congress ;  and  that  Mr. 
Livingston  take  Mr.  Cnrtenius^s  receipt  for  the  same,  on 
account. 

Ordered,  That  John  Berrien  be  Commissary  for  the 
Agents  for  building  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  and 
such  persons  as  they  shall  em[)loy. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

4to  ho.  r.  M.,  Scptemlii-r  1,  ITTr.. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present: 
Nathaniel  IVoodhull,  Esq.,  President  ^?;"0  tempore. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Goose  Van  Schaick,  dated  the 
29th  August,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Henry  Livingston,  inn..  Major  of  the 
Third  Regiment,  was  read  and  filed. 

It  being  represented  to  this  Congress  that  Barnabas 
Tuthill,  Major  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Troops  now 
raised  in  this  Colony,  and  Job  Mulford,  Adjutant  of  the 
said  Regiment,  are  both  in  this  City,  and  unable  to  pro- 
ceed to  Ticonderoga,  for  want  of  Money  to  defray  their 
expenses : 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Liv- 
ingston, Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Major 
Barnabas  Tuthill  twenty-six  Pounds,  thirteen  Shillings, 
and  four  Pence,  for  his  Pay  for  two  months,  to  enable  him 
to  proceed  to  Ticonderoga,  to  join  the  Army  under  the 
command  of  General  Schuyler;  and  that  the  said  Peter 
fan  Brugh  Livingston  pay  to  the  said  Major  Barnabas 
Tuthill  the  further  sum  of  fourteen  Pounds,  thirteen  Shil- 
lings, and  four  Pence,  on  account,  as  two  monihs'  Pay  for 
Job  Mulford,  the  Adjutant  of  the  said  Fourth  Regiment, 
to  enable  him  to  join  the  Army  at  Ticonderoga ;  and  that 
Rlr.  Livingston  take  Major  TuthiWs  receipt  for  those  two 
sums,  amounting,  together,  to  the  sum  of  forty-one  Pounds, 
six  Shillings,  and  eight  Pence,  on  account  of  Pay. 

And  Ordered,  That  Major  Barnabas  Tuthill  do,  with- 
out delay,  give  information,  in  writing,  of  the  Money  by 
him  received  by  virtue  of  this  Order,  both  to  Col.  Janus 
Holmes,  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  and  to  Jonathan  Trum- 
bull, Jun..  Esq.,  Deputy  Paymaster-General. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  other  than  the  Deputy  Post- 
master appointed  by  the  Continental  Congress,  or  the 
Deputies  that  shall  be  appointed  by  them  or  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  shall  demand  any  Postage  for  or  receive  any 
Letters  in  this  Colony,  with  intent  to  receive  pay  for 
the  same,  such  Letters  which  shall  or  may  arrive  by  the 
Packet  from  Great  Britain  excepted.  And  the  several 
Committees  of  this  Colony  are  hereby  directed  to  cause 
this  Resolution  to  be  faithfully  oltserved. 

Mr.  Walton  and  Mr.  Kissam  dissent. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Resolution  be  published. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Major-General  Schuyler  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 

^^'^  •  In  Proviiiniil  Congress,  Ni-u'-VorU,  Sciilemljer  1,  177.1 

Sir:  We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letters  of  the  19th,  20th,  and  23d  ultimo,  and  are 
to  observe,  in  answer  to  them,  that  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing arms  obliged  us  to  adopt  the  mode  we  have  done, 
as  the  best  and  only  expedient  for  an  immediate  supply. 
Nor  have  we  been  inattentive  to  what  you  recommend, 
having  taken  every  means  in  our  power  to  encourage  the 
manufacturing  of  arms  in  this  Colony;  and  we  shall  not 
fail,  in  future,  to  attend  duly  to  an  object  of  so  much  im- 
portance. We  are  to  inform  you,  that  from  the  peculiar  situ- 
ation Mr.  Duer  is  in,  respecting  some  of  his  private  aftairs. 


(which  were  communicated  to  a  secret  Committee,)  the 
Congress  thought  it  rather  proper  that  he  should  decline 
the  appointment,  and  have  appointed  Colonel  Flcmmiiig 
in  his  stead,  who  we  hope  will  be  acceptable  to  you,  and 
who  will  proceed  to  join  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  our  military  arrangement,  which 
you  request.  As  to  what  you  mention  with  respect  to 
Ticonderoga  being  the  jilace  to  be  kept,  we  know  not  what 
directions  to  give  you  on  that  head,  and  must  therefore 
leave  you  upon  the  general  orders  you  have  from  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  and  the  exigency  of  the  case  to  deter- 
mine what  is  proper  as  to  that  matter. 

We  are  happy  to  find,  from  your  intelligence,  that  af- 
fairs in  Canada  wear  so  iiivourable  an  aspect ;  and  in  fur- 
ther confirmation  of  it,  we  enclose  the  copy  of  an  examina- 
tion of  a  person  lately  returned  from  Quebeck,  as  we  think 
it  of  importance  to  ajiprize  you  of  this  information. 

A  sufficient  quantity  of  cartridge  paper  has  been  for- 
warded. The  order  for  artillery  stores,  Mr.  Curtenius 
says,  was  so  general  that  lie  did  not  know  what  jiarticulars 
nor  of  what  sizes  to  send,  but  supposes  that  Mr.  Rensse- 
laer procured  what  was  necessary.  A\'e  are  endeavouring 
to  procure  blankets  for  the  Troops,  that  article  being  diffi- 
cult to  be  got.  As  to  the  Green  Mountain  Bo)s,  we  see 
no  method  for  our  supplying  them  with  arms  or  blankets. 
We  have  ordered  two  hundred  and  fifty  coats,  and  would 
be  glad  to  know  what  progress  the  Green  Mountain  Boys 
have  luade  in  their  enlistment. 

Since  you  decline  appointing  the  Field-Officers,  the  Con- 
gress have  taken  it  upon  themselves,  and  determined  upon 
the  best  information  they  can  get. 

When  we  first  wrote  you  concerning  the  hospital,  Mr. 
Lewis  had  not  informed  us  of  the  determination  of  the 
Continental  Congress.  We  therefore  thought  that  matter 
to  be  without  our  department,  and  declined  giving  any  di- 
rections about  it.  And  although,  in  a  subsequent  letter  to 
you,  we  expressed  our  approbation  of  the  measure,  yet  we 
submitted  the  expediency  of  it  entirely  to  your  own  discre- 
tion and  judgment. 

As  to  the  artillery  department,  we  are  obliged  to  rely  on 
Captain  Lamb,  not  being  able  to  procure  an_v  |)erson  who 
we  think  better  qualified  ;  he  will  march  with  his  Company 
in  a  day  or  two. 

We  have  been  a  good  deal  embarrassed  with  the  Troops, 
they  having  refused  to  march  without  their  pay.  We  ap- 
plied to  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Paymaster,  to  advance  a  suffi- 
cient sum  for  the  purpose,  but  he  thought  he  could  not  do 
it,  consistent  with  the  orders  he  had  from  you.  The 
money  we  have  been  and  shall  be  obliged  to  advance,  for 
the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Troo])s,  we  think  will 
amount  to  ten  thousand  Pounds.  We  must  beg.  Sir,  that 
you  will  give  us  an  order  on  the  Continental  Congress  for 
that  sum,  to  reimburse  us,  which  we  will  duly  account  for 
to  you  or  the  Paymaster,  as  you  shall  direct.  The  follow- 
ing articles  were  sent  to  yon  about  the  latter  end  of  July: 
Three  quarter-casks  of  Madeira  wine,  one  hogshead  of 
claret,  four  barrels  of  oatmeal,  three  kegs  of  raisins,  and 
twelve  kegs  of  barley.  Four  barrels  of  vinegar  were  sent 
a  few  days  ago.  We  fear  they  have  been  delayed  on  the 
way.  Some  bullet  inoulds  will  be  sent  you  by  Captain 
Goforth.  They  would  have  been  sent  sooner,  had  not  the 
Commissary  been  obliged  to  get  them  made  here.  The 
rest  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  they  are  finished.  We 
have  lost  no  time  in  getting  tents  made  of  all  the  materials 
that  could  be  procured  for  that  purpose.  We  have  for- 
warded such  as  are  done,  and  will  send  the  others  as  soon 
as  complete.  There  will  be  tents  enough  for  om-  four  Re- 
giments and  Colonel  Hinman's,  but  wo  have  not  yet  mate- 
rials for  tents  for  the  Green  Mountain  Boys,  but  think  we 
shall  soon  be  able  to  supply  them. 

We  are.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  ser- 
vants. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President  pro  tempore,  ami  transmitted  by  the  Mes- 
senger from  Albany. 

A  <lraught  of  a  Letter  to  Colonel  Goose  Van  SchaicTc,  of 
the  Third  Regiment,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  iii 
the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  September  1,  1775. 

Sir:    We  received  your  letter  by  express,  dated  the 
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29th  ultimo.  We  have  given  the  necessary  orders  in  this 
City  to  collect  all  the  arms  that  can  he  got  ;  hut  we  are 
sorry  to  inform  you  that  there  is  no  |)robahility  of  receiv- 
ing a  supply  sufhcient  to  answer  immediately  the  demand 
of  the  Companies  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Regiments, 
now  at  Albany.  No  othei  expedient,  therefore,  remains 
to  obtain  a  sufficient  quantity,  than  by  endeavouring  to 
purchase  or  hire  them. 

Mr.  Curtcniiis  informs  us  that  all  the  necessaries  for 
those  Companies  are  sent,  or  will  be  sent  by  the  first 
opportunity.  He  will  also  forward  to-morrow,  by  Captain 
Cooper,  for  Albany,  most  of  the  other  necessary  accoutre- 
ments for  Colonel  Holmes's  Companies,  now  with  you, 
arms  excepted. 

Your  letter  directed  to  !VIr.  Trumbull,  we  have  deliver- 
ed to  him,  and  you  will  receive  his  answer  by  this  oppor- 
tunitv.  If  General  Schuyler  has  left  no  directions  to  Mr. 
Trumbull  to  pay  the  men  at  Albany,  it  may  be  necessary 
for  you  to  send  an  express  to  Ticondcroga,  in  order  to 
procure  such  an  order  by  the  time  he  comes  up,  as  it  is 
probable  he  will  not  conceive  himself  authorized  to  pay 
them  without  such  an  order. 
To  Colonel  Goose  Van  Schaick,  at  Albany. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  he  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President  pro  tempore,  and  transmilted  by  the 
Messenger  from  Albany. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  Letter 
of  the  3d  instant,  from  the  Committee  of  Brookhaveu, 
and  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  persons  whose  conduct 
is  inimical  to  this  Country;  which  Report,  being  corrected 
and  amended,  was  adopted,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Whereas  attempts  have  been  made  to  promote  discord 
among  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  and  to  assist  and  aid 
the  Ministerial  Army  and  Navy  in  their  endeavours  to 
carry  into  execution  the  cruel  and  oppressive  acts  of  Par- 
liament against  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Continent;  and  as  the  immutable  laws  of  self- 
defence  and  preservation  justify  every  reasonable  measure 
entered  into  to  counteract  oi-  frustrate  such  attempts  : 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  found 
guilty,  before  the  Committee  of  any  City  or  County,  of 
attempting  (after  the  date  of  this  Resolution)  to  fiu-nish 
the  Ministerial  Army  or  Navy  with  Provisions  or  other 
necessaries,  contrary  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental 
or  of  this  Congress,  or  of  holding  a  correspondence,  by  let- 
ter or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  information  to 
the  said  Army  or  Navy  of  the  measures  pursued  by  the 
United  Colonies,  or  any  of  them,  or  of  advising  expedients 
which  the  said  Army  or  Navy  might  or  ought  to  pursue 
against  the  said  Colonies,  or  any  of  them,  such  person  or  per- 
sons so  found  guilty,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Committee  before  whom  he  or  they  shall  be  so  found  guilty, 
or  at  the  discretion  of  the  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety 
of  this  Colony,  so  as  the  punishment  by  them,  at  their  dis- 
cretion inflicted,  shall  not  exceed  three  months'  imprison- 
ment, or  other  the  punishments  hereinafter  mentioned,  for 
the  first  otlence. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  found 
guilty,  before  the  Committee  of  any  City  or  County  in  this 
Colony,  of  having  furnished  the  Ministerial  Army  or  Navy 
(after  the  date  of  this  Resolution)  with  Provisions  or  other 
necessaries,  contrary  to  any  Resolution  of  the  Continental 
or  of  this  Congress,  such  person  or  persons,  so  found  guilty 
thereof,  upon  due  proof  thereof,  shall  be  disarmed,  and 
forfeit  double  the  value  of  the  Provisions  or  other  necessa- 
ries so  furnished  ;  to  be  applied  to  the  puhlick  exigencies 
of  this  Colony,  in  such  manner  as  the  Congress  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being  shall 
order  and  direct.  And  that  such  person  or  persons,  so 
found  guilty,  shall  be  put  into  and  detained  inclose  confine- 
ment, at  his  or  their  own  expense  and  charge,  until  three 
months  after  he  or  they,  respectively,  shall  have  paid  such 
forfeiture.  And  that  every  such  person  or  persons,  who 
shall  be  found  guilty  of  a  second  oftence  of  the  same  kind, 
shall  be  banished  from  this  Colony  for  the  term  of  seven 
years  from  the  time  of  such  second  conviction. 

Although  this  Congress  have  a  tender  regard  to  the  free- 
dom  of  speech,  the    rights  of  conscience,  and    personal 


liberty,  as  far  as  an  indulgence  in  these  particulars  may 
be  consistent  with  our  general  security,  yet,  for  the  puhlick 
safety,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  hereafter 
oppose  or  deny  the  authority  of  the  Continental  or  of  tliis 
Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  the  Committees 
of  the  respective  Counties,  Cities,  Towns,  Manors,  Pre- 
cincts, or  Districts,  in  this  Colony,  or  dissuade  any  person 
or  persons  from  obeying  the  recommendations  of  the  Con- 
tinental or  this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or 
the  Committees  aforesaid,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  before 
the  Connnitlee  of  the  County,  or  any  thirteen  or  more  of 
their  number,  who  shall  or  may  meet  upon  a  general  call 
of  the  Chairman  of  such  Committee,  where  such  person 
or  persons  may  reside,  that  such  Committee  shall  cause 
such  ollenders  to  be  disarmed  ;  and  for  the  second  offence 
they  shall  be  committed  to  close  confinement,  at  their 
respective  expense.  And  in  case  any  of  the  said  Com- 
mittees are  unable  to  carry  this  or  any  resolution  into 
execution,  they  are  hereby  directed  to  apply  to  the  next 
County  Committee,  or  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Militia, 
or  to  the  Congress  or  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony, 
for  necessary  assistance,  as  the  case  may  require.  But  if 
it  shall  so  happen  that  any  violators  of  this  Resolution 
shall  reside  in  a  County  where  there  is  no  Committee  of 
the  County,  in  that  case  the  matter  shall  be  triable  before 
the  Committee  of  the  next  County  :  Provided,  That  no 
person  shall  be  tried  before  the  General  Committee  of  the 
City  and  County  of  New-  York,  upon  the  Resolutions  herein 
contained,  unless  the  stated  quorum  be  present;  and  in  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany,  unless  there  are  present 
twenty-five  members. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  respective  Committees  ami 
the  Militia  of  the  several  Counties,  by  order  of  the  re- 
spective Committees  or  of  the  Commissionetl  Oflicer  of  the 
Militia  then  nearest,  are  hereby  expressly  enjoined  to 
apprehend  every  inhabitant  or  resident  of  this  Colony,  who 
now  is  or  shall  hereafter  be  discovered  to  be  enlisted  or 
in  arms  against  the  liberties  o{  America,  and  to  confine 
such  offender  or  offenders  in  safe  custody  ;  and  his  or 
their  punishment  is  reserved  to  the  detei'minaiion  of  this 
or  some  future  Provincial  Congress.  And  the  Committee 
nearest  to  any  person  who  shall  be  so  enlisted,  or  have 
taken  up  arms  against  the  liberties  o{  America,  are  liereby 
directed  to  appoint  some  discreet  person  to  take  the  charge 
of  the  estate,  both  real  anrl  personal,  of  any  such  person 
or  persons  ;  which  person,  so  appointed,  shall  be  invested 
with  such  estate,  and  render,  on  oath,  a  just  and  true  account 
thereof  to  this  or  some  future  Congress,  or  to  Commis- 
sioners by  them  to  be  appointed,  and  pay  the  issues  ant! 
profits  thereof  to  the  Treasurer  appointed  by  this  Congress, 
for  the  use  of  the  associated  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  person  betaken  up  on  suspicion 
of  any  of  the  crimes  in  the  above  Resolutions  specified,  he 
shall  immediately  be  taken  before  the  Committee  of  the 
City,  Town,  JNIanor,  Precinct,  or  District,  where  the  offend- 
er shall  have  been  taken  up  ;  and  if  upon  examination  the 
suspicion  shall  appear  to  the  said  Committee  to  he  ground- 
less, that  he  be  discharged  :  Provided,  also,  That  no  per- 
son charged  to  be  an  offender  shall  be  tried  upon  any  of 
the  foregoing  Resolves,  until  the  persons  to  be  judges  of 
the  offence  he  first  severally  sworn  to  try  and  adjudge  the 
person  so  charged,  without  partiality,  favour  or  affection, 
or  hope  of  reward,  according  to  evidence,  and  that  every 
witness  who  shall  be  examined  on  such  trial,  shall  have 
the  charge  distinctly  and  clearly  stated  to  him,  and  be 
thereupon  sworn  to  speak  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth. 

Die  Sabbati,  9  ho.  A,  M.,  Sciitembcr  2,  IT?:). 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  No 
prayers.     Present : 

Nathaniel  H'oodhull,  Esq.,  VteskleiU  pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Verplanck  advance  lo  John 
Mason,  a  soldier  taken  prisoner  at  Ticonderoga,  and  now 
on  his  way  to  Philadelphia  with  his  wife  and  two  children, 
the  sum  of  twenty-four  Shillings,  and  bring  in  an  account 
to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Congress  for  payment  of  the  same  : 
the  said  John  Mason  and  his  family  having  permission  to 
proceed  to  Philadelphia,  from  Ezekiel  Williams,  Samuel 
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It'adsworth,  and  Epnphras  Bull,  the  Committee  at  Uarl- 
furJ,  as  appears  by  tlieir  Certificate,  now  produced,  and 
dated  tlie'ilth  ult. 

Ordered,  That  Pcicr  Van  Bnigk  Livingston,  Esq., 
as  Treasurer  of  tliis  Colony,  pay  to  Colonel  Alexander  Mc- 
DoU'T-all  the  sum  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds,  to  be  by  liim 
applied  towards  paying  the  First  Regiment  ;  and  that  Mr. 
Livingston  take  Colonel  McDongaWs  receipt  for  the 
same,  on  account  of  the  jiay  of  the  First  Regiment. 

A  Letter  from  David  Burger,  in  Partition  Street,  Neiv- 
York,  of  the  1st  instant,  complaining  of  sundry  persons  in 
Richmond  County  who  have  supplied  a  Transport,  now 
liere,  with  live  stock  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  be  delivered  to  the  Richmond 
County  Members,  to  make  inquiry  on  that  suljject. 

Ordered,  That  Joseph  Robinson,  of  Jamaica,  on  Nus- 
mu-hland,  have  leave  to  receive  one  hundred  weight  of 
Gunpowder,  on  Jiaying  the  cash  for  the  same,  to  Gabriel 
11'.  Ludlow  or  his  order,  and  the  said  Gabriel  If.  Lud- 
low is  hereby  requested  to  deliver  the  same  accordingly. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  from  the  Committee  appointed 
on  IVtdnesday  last  to  reconsider  and  report  on  the  residue 
of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
delivered  in  the  said  Report,  with  their  amendments,  which 
was  read  ;  and  the  same  being  again  read  by  paragraphs, 
the  Preamble  was  read  and  api)ro\ed  of,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Whereas  a  heavy  expense  has  accrued  on  the  credit 
of  this  Colony,  and  the  same  is  likely  to  increase  in  our 
important  struggle  for  the  defence  of  our  rights  and  privi- 
leges against  tyranny  and  oppression  ;  and  as  a  large  sum 
of  Money  is  innnediately  wanted  to  answer  the  above  im- 
portant purposes — 

The  first  paragraph,  which  was  agreed  to  on  Jl'cdncsdai/, 
the  ;30th  ult.,  was  again  read,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

Resolved,  first,  That  the  means  requisite  to  defray  the 
expenses  incurred  by  this  Congress,  and  to  be  incurred  by 
the  Colony,  be  supplied  by  an  emission  of  One  Hmulred 
and  Twelve  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Dollars,  (amounting 
to  the  sum  of  Forty-Five  Tiiousand  Pounds,  Netv-York 
currency)  to  be  sunk  in  the  manner  following,  viz :  Fifty- 
Si.x  Thousand  two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Dollars,  or  one-half, 
the  1st  day  o( March,  1776,  and  the  remaining  half  part, 
the  1st  day  of  March,  1777. 

The  same  being  read  and  approved  of, 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  does  agree  with  their 
Committee  in  their  said  Resolution. 

The  second  paragraph  being  then  read  and  amended,  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  secondly.  That  ]?ills  of  Credit,  to  the  amount 
of  One  Hundred  and  Twelve  Thousand  Five  Hundred 
Dollars,  be  immediately  printed,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Five  thousand  Bills  of  Ten  Dollars  each,  is  ,f.")0,000 

Five  thousand  Bills  of  Five  Dollars  each,  is    25,0U0 

Five  thousand  Bills  of  Three  Dollars  each,  is  15,000 

Five  thousand  Bills  of  Two  Dollars  each,  is     10,000 

Ten  thousand  Bills  of  One  Dollar  each,  is       10,000 

Five  thousand  Bills  of  One-half  Dollar  each,  is  2,.500 


i-f\  1-2,.jOO 
Upon  the  face  of  each  of  which  Bills  shall  be  impressed 
the  Arms  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  together  with  such 
other  devices  as  the  Committee  ap|)ointed  for  that  purpose 
shall  direct ;  and  the  said  Bills  shall  be  in  form  following  : 
"This  Bill  shall  jiass  current  in  all  payments  in  this  Co- 
lony for  .  .  .  Spanish  milled  Dollars,  or  the  value  thereof 
in  gold  or  silver,  according  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  Ntw-York,  the  second  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1775." 

Which  Bills  shall  be  numbered  by  Theodorus  Van 
JVyck,  Robert  Rnij,  Evert  Banckrr,  John  Broome,  Elca- 
zer  Miller,  Ji'illiam  Denning,  John  Sebring,  John  Reade, 
Jeremiah  Brewer,  Thomas  Tucker,  Abraham  Brinck- 
crhoff,  Garril  Abeel,  Anthony  L.  Bleecker,  Abraham 
Uvingston,  and  ]Villiam  Mercey,  and  signed  by  any  three 
of  them:  the  said  Signers,  respectively,  to  deliver  said 
Bills  to  the  Treasurer  appointed  by  this  Congress,  as  soon 
as  finished. 


Resolved,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their  Com- 
mittee in  said  Resolution. 

The  third  paragraph  being  then  read,  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  thirdly,  That  the  said  Signers,  or  any  three  of 
them,  are  hereby  directed  and  required,  upon  the  delivery 
of  the  said  Bills  to  them  by  the  Printer  of  the  same,  to 
cause  to  be  administered  to  him.  by  a  Mai'istrate,  the  fol- 
lowing Oath,  viz:  "I,  A  B,  do  declare  that  from  the 
time  that  the  letters  were  set  and  fit  to  be  put  in  the 
press  for  printing  the  Bills  of  Credit,  now  by  me  delivered 
to  you,  until  tiie  Bills  were  jjrinted,  and  the  lettere  after- 
wards distributed  into  the  boxes,  I  went  at  no  time  out  of 
the  room  in  which  the  said  letters  were,  without  locking 
them  up,  so  that  they  could  not  be  come  at  without  vio- 
lence, or  a  false  key,  or  other  art  unknown  to  me  ;  and, 
therefore,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  no  co|jics  were 
printed  off,  but  in  my  |)resence  ;  and  that  all  the  blotters 
and  other  papers  whatsoever  impressed  by  the  said  let- 
ters, whilst  set  for  printing  the  said  Bills,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge,  are  here  delivered  to  you,  together  with  the 
stamps  ;  and  in  all  things  relating  to  this  afi'air  I  have 
demeaned  myself  honestly  and  faithfully,  accoriling  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  understanding ;  so  help  me 
God." 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution. 

The  fourth  paragra[)li  being  then  read,  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  fourthly.  That  if  any  more  of  the  said  Bills 
are  printed  than  is  hereby  directed,  when  the  abovemen- 
tioned  Signers,  or  any  three  of  them,  have  signed  the  num- 
ber hereby  directed  to  be  issued,  they  shall  immediately 
burn  and  destroy  all  the  remainder. 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their 
Committee  in  the  said  fourth  paragraph. 

The  fifth  paragraph  being  then  reail,  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  fifthly,  That or  such  other  person 

as  the  major  part  of  said  Signers  of  the  said  Bills  of  Cre- 
dit shall  agree  with,  shall  engrave  so  many  Stamps  for  the 
said  Bills,  with  such  devices,  and  so  many  Stamps  (or  the 
Arms  of  the  City  of  New-York,  as  the  majority  of  the 
said  signers  shall  tlirect:  which  engraver  shall  take  the  fol- 
lowing Oath,  to  wit:  "I,  A  B,  do  declare,  that  I  have 
not  engraved  more  plates  than  1  deliver  to  the  Treasurer, 
as  directed  by  the  Provincial  Congress  of  iS'tu'-l'orA:,  of 
the  like  kind,  or  in  imitation  of  the  same  ;  neither  have  1 
kept  copies  and  draughts  of  the  said  plates  ;  neither  will  I 
engrave  more  of  the  like  kind,  without  the  orders  of  this 
or  some  future  Congress  or  House  of  Assembly."  And 
shall  deliver  them  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  who 
shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  majority  of  the  said  Signers, 
deliver  them  unto  John  Holt,  Printer,  or  such  other  Prin- 
ter as  shall  be  directed  by  this  Congress  or  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same.  And  when 
the  said  John  Holt,  or  such  other  Printer  as  shall  be  em- 
ployed, has  finished  and  completed  the  printing  the  quan- 
tity and  sorts  of  Bills  hereby  directed  to  be  struck  and 
issued,  he  shall  redeliver  the  said  Stamps  to  the  said  Sign- 
ers and  Treasurer,  who  are  hereby  directed  and  required 
to  seal  them  up  with  their  several  seals,  and  they  are  so  to 
remain  with  the  said  Treasurer,  until  further  order  of  this 
or  some  future  Provincial  Congress;  the  receipt  of  the  said 
Treasurer  to  the  said  John  Holt,  or  such  other  Printer, 
shall  be  a  suflicient  voucher  for  such  redelivery. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their  said 
Committee  in  the  said  fifth  Resolution. 

The  sixth  paragraph  being  then  read,  is  in  the  words 
follow  ing,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  sivthly,  That  before  the  said  Signers  do  receive 
any  of  the  said  Bills,  they  shall  each  of  them  lake  an  Oath 
or  Afiirmation,  before  a  proper  Magistrate,  well  and  truly 
to  perform  what  is  hereby  required  as  their  duty,  and  that 
they  will  knowingly  sign  no  more  of  the  said  Bills  of  Cre- 
dit than  is  above  directed. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their  Coni- 
mittee  in  the  said  sixth  Resolution. 

The  seventh  paragraph  being  then  read,  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 
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Resolved,  sevcnthhj,  That  the  said  Treasurer  sliall  pay, 
out  of  the  said  Bills  of  Credit,  all  such  sums  of  money  as 
shall  be  ordered  by  this  Congress,  and  all  such  accounts  as 
shall  have  been  audited  and  apjiroved  by  the  Committee 
for  that  purpose  by  the  same  Congress  appointed  or  to  be 
a))pointed. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their  Com- 
mittee in  the  said  seventh  Resolution. 

The  eighth  paragraph  being  tlien  read,  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  eighthly.  That  the  said  sums  of  Fifty-SixThou- 
sand  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Dollars,  hereby  directed  to  be 
sunk  on  the  days  and  times  beforementioned,  shall  be  raised, 
levied,  and  paid,  by  the  Freeholders,  Inhabitants,  and  resi- 
dents, in  the  several  and  resjiective  Cities  and  Counties 
within  this  Colony,  at  or  within  the  two  several  periods 
beforementioned,  according  to  the  quotas  and  proportions 
following,  that  is  to  say — 

The  City  and  CouMy  o(  New-York,  — ;  the  City  and 
County  o( Albany,  — ;  King's  County,  —  ;  (Queen's  Coun- 
ty,— ;  Suffolk  County ,  —  ;  Richmond  County,  — ;  fVest- 
chester  County, — ;  Lister  County , — ;  Durc/ie^s  Coun- 
ty,—  ;  Orange  County, — ;  Tryon  County, — ;  Cum- 
berland County,  — ;  Gloucester  County,  — ;  Charlotte 
County,  — . 

The  quotas  referred  till  the  Congress  meet  after  the 
adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  agrees  with  their  Com- 
mittee in  the  said  eighth  Resolution. 

And  Agreed  and  Ordered,  That  that  part  of  the  eighth 
Resolution  which  respects  the  quotas  of  the  respective 
Counties  shall  remain  to  be  determined  when  this  Con- 
gress meets  again. 

The  ninth  paragraph  being  read,  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

Resolved,  ninthly,  That  the  Committees  of  the  several 
Cities,  Towns,  Manors,  Precincts,  and  Districts,  do  respect- 
ively appoint  two  or  more  Assessors,  and  one  or  more 
Collectors. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their  Com- 
mittee in  the  said  ninth  Resolution. 

The  tenth  paragraph  being  then  read,  is  in  the  w^ords 
following,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  tenthly,  That  the  County  Committees  be  con- 
sidered as  Supervisors,  according  to  the  police  of  the  City, 
County,  Town,  District,  or  Precinct,  in  which  they  have 
been  chosen  ;  and  that  they,  with  the  Assessors,  under  oath, 
and  Collectors,  do  proceed  to  assess,  raise,  and  collect,  their 
respective  quotas,  in  the  method  which  in  each  respective 
County  has  heretofore  been  practised. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their  Com- 
mittee in  the  said  tenth  Resolution. 

The  eleventh  paragraph  being  then  read,  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  eleventhly.  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  so 
rated  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse,  delay,  or  neglect,  to  pay  the 
said  rate,  that  the  said  Collectors  be  authorized  to  collect 
and  levy  the  same,  by  distress,  upon  the  goods  and  chattels 
of  tiie  defaulters,  as  heretofore  ])ractised. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their  Com- 
mittee in  the  said  eleventh  Resolution. 

The  twelfth  paragraph  of  the  said  Report  being  then 
read,  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  twelfthly,  That  the  respective  General  Coun- 
ty Committees  do  appoint  a  Count)  Treasurer,  into  whose 
hands  the  respective  Collectors  be  enjoined  and  required 
to  pay  the  Money  collected  in  each  County,  by  a  certain 
day,  preceding  the  first  day  of  March  then  next  ensuing, 
which  said  County  Treasurer  shall  forthwith  transmit  the 
Money  by  him  received  to  the  Colony  Treasurer,  appointed 
for  that  purpose  by  this  Congress.  That  the  several  Coun- 
tv  Committees  shall  regulate  the  fees  of  the  respective 
County  Treasurers  and  their  Collectors.  The  Treasurers' 
fees  not  to  exceed  three  Pence,  and  the  Collectors'  not  to 
exceed  six  Pence  on  the  Pound,  for  the  respective  sums 
by  each  of  them  received,  paid,  and  collected  ;  such  fees  to 
be  added  to  tlie  quotas  of  the  respective  Counties. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their  Com- 
mittee in  the  said  twelfth  Resolution. 
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The  thirteentii  paragraph  being  then  read,  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  thirteenthly.  That  the  Moneys  to  be  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  by  virtue  of  the  above  Reso- 
lutions, shall  be  by  him  applied  to  sinking  the  Moneys 
abovementioned,  at  the  times  hereinabove  particularly 
specified. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their  Com- 
mittee in  the  said  thirteenth  Resolution. 

The  fourteenth  paragraph  being  then  read,  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  fourteenthly.  That  in  such  Counties  where 
Committees  have  not  already,  or  shall  not  be  appointed  by 
the  first  day  o(  November  next,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
persons  they  can  confide  in  for  apportioning  the  quotas  and 
rates,  and  choosing  or  appointing  C-ollectors,  this  Con- 
gress will  take  proper  measures  for  rating  and  collecting 
such  taxes.  And,  also,  if  there  be  any  District  or  Dis° 
tricts  in  any  County  that  have  not  chosen  Committees, 
where  notwithstanding  the  majority  of  the  Districts  have 
chosen  Committees,  in  such  case  the  County  Committee 
are  to  proceed,  in  regard  to  such  delinquent  District  or  Dis- 
tricts, in  like  manner  as  if  said  District  or  Districts,  were 
actually  represented  in  said  County  Committee.  The 
Assessors  of  the  remaining  Districts  to  assess  the  inhabi- 
tants of  such  delinquent  District  or  Districts  according  to 
the  best  of  their  skill  and  understanding.  The  County 
Committees  in  such  case  to  choose  a  Collector  for  such 
Precinct  or  Precincts,  who  is  hereby  fully  empowered  to 
execute  his  office  as  effectually  as  any  other  Collector 
hereinbefore  directed  to  be  chosen. 

Which  is  humbly  submitted:    ^,  , 

•^  Gilbert  Livingston, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their  Com- 
mittee in  their  said  fourteenth  Resolution. 

4:o  ho.  P.  M.,  September  2,  177,"i. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present : 
Nathaniel  fVoodhull,  Esq.,  President,  pro  tern. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston, 
Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  do  pay  to  Colonel 
Alexander  McDougall  one  thousand  and  six  Pounds, 
eleven  Shillings,  and  a  Penny,  to  repay  the  like  sum  by 
him  borrowed  of  Mr.  John  Broome,  to  advance  to  the  First 
Regiment  as  part  of  their  pay  ;  and  that  Mr.  Livingston 
take  Colonel  McDougaU's  receipt  for  the  same. 

And  Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Congress  are 
due  to  and  hereby  given  to  Mr.  John  Broome,  for  his  zeal 
in  the  common  cause,  evinced  by  lending,  without  interest, 
a  large  sum  of  Money  for  the  publick  service. 

And  Ordered,  That  one  of  tlie  Secretaries  deliver  a 
copy  of  this  Resolution  to  Mr.  Broome. 

A.  M.,  .Saturday,  September  2,  177j. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjoiu-nment.    Present : 
New-York:    Messrs.  Lispenard,    Roosevelt,    Beekman, 

Verplanck,  Sears,  McDougall,  Yates,  Kissam,*  Brasher, 

Low,  Clarkson,*  Van  Zandt. 
Albany:   Messrs.  Yates,  Cuyler,  Ten  Broeck,  Rensselaer. 
Dutchess  :  Messrs.  Livingston,  Smith,  Sackett,  Hoffman. 
L^LSTER  :  Messrs.  Dumond,  Hombeck. 
Orange  :   Messrs.  Pye,  Tusleen,  Allison,  Herring. 
Suffolk  :   Messrs.  IVoodhull,  Tredivell,  li'ickham. 
Richmond:  Messrs.  Cortclyou,  Conner,  Lawrence. 
Westchester:  Messrs.  Morris,  present  in  the  afternoon  ; 

Lewis  Graham,  Ward,  Thomas,  Paulding. 
King's  :  Messrs.  JVilliams,*  Remsen,  Polhemus,  Leffertsc,* 

Covenhovcn.*  V.  De  fVitt.* 
Queen's  :  Messrs.  Laivrence,*  French,  Robinson.* 
Tryon  :   Mr.  Marlatt. 
Cumberland:   Mr.  Williams. 

The  sa.tie  Members  except  those  marked  thus  (*)  were 
present  in  the  afternoon. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  tliis  Congress,  tliat 
Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  David  Clarkson,  and  Egbert  Du- 
mond, Esqrs.,  do  respectively  refuse  to  pay  or  discharge 
the  Moneys  they  have  respectively  become  bound  for.  to 
Abraham  Lott,   Esq.,  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  for 
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Cash  or  orders  for  Cash,  which  have  been  applied  for  tlie 
publick  exi^^encies  of  this  Colony,  until  the  further  order 
of  this  Congress  or  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  two  hundred  Watch  Coats 
be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  Sentinels  of  the  Regiments 
of  this  Colony,  and  that  Mr.  Peter  2\  Curienius  be  desired 
to  provide  the  same  immediately. 

And  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Congress 
that  the  expense  of  these  Watch  Coats  ought  to  be  a  Con- 
tinental charge ;  and  that  the  Continental  Congress  be 
hereafter  informed  by  the  Conmiittee  of  Safety  that  thfse 
Watch  Coats  are  provided,  and  that  this  Congress  conceives 
that  the  expense  thereof  ought  to  be  a  Continental  charge. 

Egbert  Dumond,  Esq.,  delivered  in  a  List  of  the  Field 
and  Staff-Officers  of  four  Regiments  of  the  Militia  in 
Ulster  County,  which  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

A  List  of  the  Field-Officers  for  the  County  of  Ulster, 
viz :  Colonel  Johannes  llardenhergh,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Abraham  llasbrouck.  Major  Johannes  Snyder,  Major 
Jonathan  Klmendorf,  Adjutant  Reims  J.  ElmendorJ] 
Quartermaster  Abraham  A.  Hasbrouck. 

Colonel  James  Clinton,  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Mc- 
Claughnj,  Major  Jacob  Newkerk,  Major  Moses  Phillips, 
Adjutant  George  Denniston,  Quartermaster  Alexander 
Trimble. 

Colonel  J^evi  Pnivling,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jacob  Horn- 
beck,  Major  Johannes  L'anlinc,  Major  Joseph  Hasbrouck, 
Ad'yjlant  David  Revier, Q^udnermaster  Jacobus  Brttyn,  Jun. 

Colonel  Jonathan  Hasbrouck,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jo- 
hannes Hardcnbergh,  Jun.,  Major  Johannes  Jansen,  Jun., 
Major  I^eivis  I)u  Rois,  Adjutant  Abraham  Schoonmakcr, 
Quartermaster  Isaac  Relknap. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  those  gentlemen  be  re- 
spectively appointed  and  commissioned  in  the  respective 
ollices  for  which  they  are  respectively  abovenamed. 

Gilbert  Livingston,  Esf].,  delivered  in  a  motion,  and  a 
list  of  the  Field  and  Stall-Officers  of  two  Regiments  of 
Minute-Men  in  Dutchess  County,  which  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

I  move  that  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  Field- 
Officers  in  two  Regiments  of  Minute-Men  in  Dutchess 
County:  John  Van  Ness,  Colonel;  Cornelius  Humphrey, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Robert  G.  Livingston  and  James 
Reed,  Majors  ;  Reuben  Hopkins,  Adjutant ;  Joseph  Ket- 
cham,  Jun.,  Quartermaster. 

Jacobus  Swartwout,  Colonel ;  John  Bailey,  Jun.,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel; Malcom  Morrison  and  Henry  Schenck, 
Majors  ;  Joshua  Carman,  Jun.,  Adjutant ;  Henry  Godwin, 
Quartermaster. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  those  gentlemen  be  re- 
spectively appointed  and  commissioned  in  the  respective 
offices  for  which  they  are  respectively  abovenamed. 

The  Petition  of  John  McKcnny,  praying  for  the  enlarge- 
ment q{  John  Candcll,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  discharge  John 
Candell,  and  that  Mr.  Van  Zandt  and  Mr.  Scars  take  such 
security  of  the  said  John  McKenny,  for  the  conduct  of  the 
said  John  Candell,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  said  Petition,  and 
in  such  manner  as  Mr.  Van  Zandt  and  Mr.  Sears  think 
proper. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Roosevelt  and  i\lr.  Van  Zandt  be 
a  Committee  to  receive  and  collect  all  the  damaged  Gun- 
jiowder  to  be  had  or  obtained,  and  to  forward  the  same  to 
the  Powder  Mill  at  Rhincbcck,  to  be  manufactured  with 
all  convenient  speed. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Gunpowder  imported, 
and  now  in  store,  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  be  distributed 
in  the  following  proportions,  viz:  to  the  City  and  County 
of  New-  York,  1 ,000  weight,  (already  ordered  to  the  Cap- 
tains of  the  Militia;)  to  (^uecnsC(n\nly,-200;  (100  where- 
of is  delivered  lo  Joseph  Robinson  ;)  to  King's  County,  100; 
to  Richmond  County,  100;  to  Orange  County,  150;  to 
Dutchess  County,  200;  to  Ulster  County,  1.50;  to  fVcsl- 
chcstcr  County,  1.50;  to  Cumberland  County,  100;  to 
Albany  City  and  County,  250;  to  Tryon  County,  100; 
to  Charlotte  County,  100;  to  Gloucester  County.  100; 
delivered  to  Colonel  McDougall,  for  the  use  of  the  Troops 
in  his  Keuinieiit,  100;  to  be"kei)t  in  store  at  JSew-Yurk. 
HOU— ;5,GU0  puuiids. 


Resolved  ami  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gabriel  TV.  LxuUou- 
be  requested  to  direct  the  said  Gunpowder  to  be  distributed 
and  delivered  out  to  the  Deputies  of  the  respective  Counties 
abovementioued,  or  their  order,  in  the  quantities  above- 
mentioned,  on  receiving  Cash  for  the  same,  before  or  at  the 
time  of  the  delivery  thereof 

Resolved,  That  the  Firemen  of  the  City  of  A'etr-  York 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  exempted  from  the  Military  Night 
Watch,  and  being  called  upon  as  Minute-ISlen,  or  of  the 
Militia  to  go  out  of  the  said  City. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scars  be,  and  be  is  hereby  desired 
to  consult  with  Colonel  Lasher,  with  respect  to  seizing  and 
taking  the  Sloop,  and  people  on  board,  charged  with  having 
supplied  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and 
now  lying  at  anchor  near  the  Asia  Ship-of-\Var. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Samuel  Bayard,  Jun,  Esq., 
and  to  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.,  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  September  2,  1775. 

Sir:  The  alarming  state  of  publick  affairs  commands  our 
attention  to  the  safety  of  the  records  under  your  care;  and 
although  we  do  not  at  present  perceive  any  immediate 
danger  to  this  City,  yet  we  are  of  opinion  that  matters  of 
such  vast  im|)ortance  should  not  be  intrusted  to  an  uncer- 
tain contingency.  You  must  be  sensible  that  if  by  any  mis- 
chance the  office  should  be  destroyed,  it  would  unhinge  the 
property  of  numbers  in  this  Colony,  and  throw  all  our  legal 
proceedings  into  the  most  fatal  confusion.  We  do  there- 
fore request  you  to  inquire  for  some  place  of  security  to 
deposits  the  records  under  your  care,  and  that  you  inform 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  such  place,  that  they  may  give 
further  directions  on  this  subject. 

By  order  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  two  copies  thereof  be  engrossed,  and 
signed  by  the  President  pro  tcm.,  and  that  one  copy  thereof 
be  directed  and  delivered  to  Samuel  Bayard,  Jun.,  Esq., 
and  the  other  copy  delivered  to  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt, 
Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  City  and  County  oi  Neiv-York. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
City  oi New-York  to  consider  of  the  Bill  of  Exchange 
drawn  on  Colonel  William  Bayard,  by  Loring,  and  lo  de- 
termine whether  the  same  ought  to  be  paid. 

The  President  fro  tern.,  by  order  of  the  House,  gave  it 
in  charge  to  the  Members  to  keep  secret  that  Pork  is  pur- 
chased in  Connecticut,  and  is  coming  from  Connecticut  for 
the  use  of  the  Northern  Army.  And  the  Members  and 
Secretaries  of  this  Congress  are,  with  the  consent  of  the 
House,  absolved  from  their  obligations  to  secrecy  with  re- 
spect to  Captain  Melancton  Laurence,  and  the  Letters 
taken  with  him. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  adjourn  this  day,  until 
the  2d  day  of  October  next ;  and  that  a  Committee  of 
Safety  be  appointed  during  the  recess  of  this  Congress,  in 
manner  following,  to  wit: 

That  iVc(«-l''orA:  appoint  three  Members,  to  give  four 
voles  ;  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  appoints  one  Mem- 
ber, to  give  three  votes ;  and  every  other  County  one  Mem- 
ber, to  give  two  votes  each ;  and  that  such  other  Members 
of  the  several  Comities  as  shall  attend,  may  join  in  the  vote 
of  their  res|)ectlve  Counties,  or  give  such  vote  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Member  or  ftlembers  so  appointed. 
For  the  Citv  anii  Countv  of  New- York  :    Mr.  Scott, 

Mr.  Hallett,  and  Mr.  Beckman. 
For  the  City  anu  Cointy  of  Albany  :  Francis  Nicoll, 
For  Dutchess  County  :   Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Westchester  County:    fVillintn  Paulding. 
For  Ulster  County  :  Isaac  Roosevelt,  (until  one  of  their 

own  Deputies  come.) 
For  Oranoe  County:  John  Haring. 
For  Richmond  County:   Paul  Micheau. 
For  King's  County:  Jeremiah  Remscn. 
For  Queen's  County:  Colonel  Blackivell and  Jonathan 

Lawrence,  or  either  of  them. 
For  Suffolk  County  :    William  Brasher,  (until  one  of 

their  Deputies  shall  come.) 
For  Tryon  County  :  Isaac  Scars. 
FiiK  CiMBERi.AND  CouNTv  :    W'HUam  Williams. 
Fim  Charlotte  ( 'oiNTV  : 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  said  votes,  or  a  major  part 
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thereof,  shall  consiilute  such  CoTnniiltee  ;  and  that  the  said 
Committee,  when  met,  sliall  be  eni|)o\vered  to  open  all 
letters  directed  to  the  said  Congress,  and  to  answer  the 
same ;  that  they  be  further  empowered  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  they  shall  think  proper  to  carry  into  execution  all 
orders  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  all  resolutions  and 
recommendations  of  this  Congress,  and  to  comply  with  any 
requisitions  made  by  the  Generals  of  the  Continental  Army, 
or  any  of  them,  as  far  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

That  they  be  autliorized  to  give  directions  to  General 
Jf'ooster,  or  the  commander  or  commanders,  for  the  time 
being,  of  the  Continental  Troops  stationed  in  this  Colony, 
now  under  his  command,  as  also  to  the  Colonels  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Militia,  as  well  Minute-Men  as  others,  in  this 
Colony,  to  march  and  carry  into  execution  the  orders  and 
recommendations  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  of  this 
Congress,  provided  that  such  directions  do  not  contravene 
the  orders  of  the  Continental  Generals  ;  and  that  they  have 
authority  to  appropriate  such  moneys  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  as  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  President  of  this 
Congress,  in  payment  of  the  debts  already  contracted  for 


the  publick  service,  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  service,  as 
they  shall  think  necessary,  the  accounts  being  first  audited 
and  allowed  by  the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

And,  further,  that  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  empow- 
ered to  issue  commissions  to  such  persons  as  by  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  several  Counties  shall  be  recommended  for 
F'ield-Officers  of  the  Militia  in  the  said  Counties,  respec- 
tively; and,  also,  that  the  said  Committee  of  Safety  be 
enabled  to  summon  this  Congress  at  such  day  and  place  as 
they  shall  think  necessary. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  em- 
powered to  appoint  the  Signers  of  the  Bills,  and  do  every 
other  act  which  may  be  necessary  to  carry  the  resolution 
for  emitting  a  paper  currency  into  execution. 

The  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  now  present, 
agreed  to  meet  here  at  the  City  Hall,  in  Nctv-York,  on 
Monday  next,  at  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  till  the  second  day  of  Oc- 
tober next,  then  to  meet  at  the  City  Hall  of  the  City  of 
]Seu!-York,  at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  of  that 
day. 


NEW-YORK  ASSOCIATION. 
General  Association  adopted  bij  the  Freemen,  Freeholders, 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  City  and  County  of  New-Yohk, 
on  Saturday,  the  29th  o/ April,  lllb,  and  trmismitted 
for  signing  to  all  the  Counties  in  the  Province. 
Persuaded  that  the  salvation  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  America  depends,  under  God,  on  the  firm  union  of  its 
inhabitants  in  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  measures  neces- 
sary for  its  safety,  and  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  pre- 
venting the  anarchy  and  confusion  which  attend  the  disso- 
lution of  the  powers  of  Government,  we,  the  Freemen, 
Freeholders,  and  Inhabitants  [of  the  City  and  County  of 
New-York,]  being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  avowed  design 
of  the  Ministry  to  raise  a  revenue  in  America,  and  shock- 
ed by  the  bloody  scene  now  acting  in  the  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  do,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  resolve  never  to 
become  slaves  ;  and  do  associate  under  all  the  ties  of  reli- 
gion, honour,  and  love  to  our  Country,  to  adopt  and  endea- 
vour to  carry  into  execution  whatever  measures  may  be 
recommended  by  the  Continental  Congress,  or  resolved 
upon  by  our  Provincial  Convention,  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  our  Constitution,  and  opposing  the  execution  of 
the  several  arbitrary  and  oppressive  Acts  of  the  British 
Parliament,  until  a  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain 
and  America,  on  constitutional  principles,  (which  we  most 
ardently  desire,)  can  be  obtained  ;  and  that  we  will  in  all 
tilings  follow  the  advice  of  our  General  Committee,  re- 
specting the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  preservation  of  peace 
and  good  order,  and  the  safety  of  individuals  and  private 
property.  

MEMBERS  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  CONURESS  WHO  SIGNED  THE 
ASSOCIATION. 


John  V.  Corlla 
fhris.  P.  Y;itc.- 
John  Marlatt, 


William  Willi 
John  Haz.-ltiii 
Paul  Spooner, 


P.  V.  B.  Li. 


Volkc 
Walte 


ngston, 
President. 
rt  P.  Douw, 
ice-Prenidcnt. 
:r  Livingston, 
Dirck  Swart, 
Robert  Yates, 
Abraham  Yates,  Jr., 
Nathaniel  Woodhull, 
Peter  Clowes, 
Henry  Williams, 
James  Clinton, 
Robert  V.  Rensselaer, 
John  Nicliolson, 
Jeremiah  Remsen, 
Abr'ni  Ten  Broeck, 
Christopher  Tappan, 
John  Foster, 
Richard  Montgomery, 
Jacob  Hombeck, 
Zephaniah  Piatt,  Jr., 
Selah  Strong, 
Egbert  Dumond, 
Thomas  Wickham, 
David  Clarkson, 
Leonard  Lispenard, 
Joseph  Robinson, 
Nathaniel  Sackett, 
Anthony  Hoffman, 
John  Haring, 
Jonathan  Landon, 


Nathaniel  Tom, 
Abraham  Brasher, 
Richard  Thorne, 
Jonathan  Lawrence, 
Abraham  Lent, 
Melancton  Smith, 
James  Beekman, 
Gilbert  Livingston, 
Lewis  Graham, 
John  Thomas,  Jr., 
David  Pye, 
David  Dayton, 
Joseph  Drake, 
Robert  Graham, 
Jacob  Cuyler, 
Henry  Glen, 
Francis  Nicoll, 
John  Williams, 
William  Marsh, 
Theodoras  Polhemus, 
John  Vanderbilt, 
William  AlUson, 
Thomas  Tredwell, 
Isaac  Roosevelt, 
Richard  Conner, 
John  Journey, 
Samuel  Townsend, 
Aaron  Cortelvou, 
Zebulon  Williams, 
Jacobus  Van  Zandt, 
Alex.  McDougall, 


Richard  Yates, 
Jacob  Blackwell, 
Gouverneur  Morris, 
Samuel  Verplauck, 
Benjamin  Kissam, 
Philip  Cortlandt, 
John  Morin  Scott, 
James  Van  Cortlandt, 
Gysbert  Schcnck, 
Ephraim  Paine, 
James  Holmes, 
J.  Hardenbergh, 
Peter  Silvester, 
Dirck  Brinckerhoff, 
Nath'l  Covenhoven, 
John  Leffertse, 
Johannes  E.  Lott, 
WilUam  Paulding, 
Richard  Lawrence, 
Benjamin  Tuslen, 
Jeremiah  Clark, 
Ezra  L'Hommedieu, 
Isaac  Scars, 
Thomas  Smith, 
Joseph  Hallett, 
Stephen  Ward, 
John  Coe, 
John  Marston, 
John  Sloss  Hobart, 


SIGNERS  OF  THE    ASSOCIATION 


Paul  Miclieau, 
Michael  Jackson, 
Joseph  French. 
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John  De  L; 
Isaac  Low, 
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Abraham  Doian, 
Nathaniel  Dubois, 
Gerret  Freer,  Jun., 
Thomas  Tomkins, 
Jacob  Hasbrouck,  Jr., 
Jedediali  Dean, 
Zophar  Perkins, 
Oliver  Grey, 
Leonard  Lewis, 
John  Stevens, 
Daniel  Fowler, 
Daniel  Woolsey 
Alexander  Lane, 
Zacharias  Hasbrouck, 
Petrus  Freer, 
Abrm.  Doian,  Jun., 
Petrus  Hasbrouck, 
Simon  Freer, 
Lewis  T.  Dubois, 
Abrm.  Vandermerken, 
Michael   Devoe, 
Richard  Tomkins, 
William  Keeck, 
Isaac  Lefever, 
Andries  Lefever,  Jun., 
Abraham  Eltinge, 
Johannes  Low, 
Simon  Doyo,  Jun., 
Petrus  Van  Wagenen, 
Cornelius  Eltinge, 
John  A.  Hardenbergh, 
Joseph  Hasbrouck, 
Peleg  Ransom, 
Ebenezer  Perkins, 
.Tohannes  Eckert, 
Daniel  Freer,  Jun., 
Roelof  J.  Eltinge, 
Samuel  Bevier, 
Andries  Lefever, 
Hugo  Freer,  Jan., 
Benj.  Hasbrouck,  Jr., 
Nathaniel  Potter, 
Daniel  Diver, 
Samuel  Johnson, 
John  MeDaniel, 
Ralpli  Trowbridge, 
Benjamin  Elswortli, 
Isaac  Thomkins,  Jr., 
AVilliam  Lane, 
Joshua  Drew, 
Jonathan  Johnson, 
Elijah  Drew, 
John  Dacker, 
William  Weaver, 
A.  Yelverton,  Jun., 
John  Presler, 
Richard  Lewis, 
Peter  Drew, 
William  Tilson, 
Michael  Larov, 
Jacob  WliiUiev, 
Thomas  Sassin, 
Simeon  Crandel, 
Solomon  Eltinge, 
Jehu  Louw, 
Simon  Doian, 
George  Nics, 


Isaac  Freer, 
Jacob  Bevier, 
Solomon  Loun, 
Christophel  Doyo, 
Benjamin  Freer, 
Isaac  Monyon, 
Christophel  Dugain, 
John  Terwilger, 
Israel  Cole, 
Jolin  Neely, 
P.  Z.  Schoonmaker, 
Abraham  Hass, 
Josaphat  Hasbrouck 
Isaac  Harris, 
Johannes  M.  Loun, 
Jonathan  Lefever, 
Henry  Herald, 
Jacob  Dubois, 
Lewis  Puntencar, 
Hendricus  Dubois, 
WUliam  Hood, 
Abraham  Ein, 
Abraham  Lefever, 
Elias  Hardeubergh, 
Daniel  Lefever, 
Cornelius  Dubois, 
Daniel  Dubois, 
Johannes  W.  Smith 
Jacob  T.  Freer, 
Philip  Doian, 
Isaac  Dubois, 
Joseph  Terwilger, 
Paulus  Freer, 
Jonas  Freer, 
Jesaias  Hasbrouck, 
Jonathan  Doian, 
George  Wirtz, 
Jonas  Freer,  Jun,, 
Tennis  Van  Vliet, 
Cornelius  Dubois,  Ji 
W.  Schoonmaker, 
Isaac  Louw, 
Henry  Green, 
Robert  Pheni.\, 
Jonathan  Terwilger 
Jacob  Weaver, 
Joseph  Elsworth, 
Thomas  Lemunyun, 
Thomas  Cole, 
Josiah  Drake, 
John  Way, 
Wm.  Elsworth,  Jun 
Samuel  Lewis, 
Joseph  Brooks, 
Moses  Quimby, 
Hugh  Cole, 
James  Dacker, 
Isaac  Seaman, 
Jacob  Dogarmo, 
Snh  Hubbell, 
Henrv  Dovo,  Jun., 
Jereiiuah  Tomkins, 

"lames  Done, 
Wouter  Sluvter, 
Martmus  G'riffin, 
Daniel  Doyan, 


LSTER  COUNTY. 

Johannes  AValron 
ry  Lits, 


He 


Stephen  Bedford, 
Jonas  Bedford, 
Cornelius  Bedford, 
Ebenezer  Gilbert, 
Nathaniel  Wyatt, 
Justus  Hubbell, 
David  Whitney, 
John  Woolsey, 
Eleazer  Cole, 
Simon  Dubois, 
Dirck  D.  Wynkoop, 
Jacob  Carring, 
John  Leniyon, 
Michael  Palmeteer, 
Jacobus  Hasbrouck, 
David  Hasbrouck, 
Abraham  Donaldson, 
John  Lefever, 
Jonathan  Presler, 
H.  WesemuUer, 
Joseph  Griffin, 
John  Griffin,  Jun., 
Jacob  Louw, 
Simeon  Louw, 
Matthew  Lefever. 
John  York, 
Solomon  Bevier, 
John  B.  Doyo, 
Daniel  Freer, 
Zachariah  Sickels, 
Frederick  Hymes, 
Solomon  Lefever, 
Thomas  Shirky, 
Thomas  Dunn,  Jun., 
Nathaniel  Lefever,  Jr.. 
James  Dunn, 
Samuel  Teerpenningli, 

,  Thomas  Dunn, 
Joseph  Freer, 
Johannes  Freer, 
Simeon  Campbell, 
Jedodiah  Thomson, 
Peter  Vicly, 
Hendricus  Dubois,  Jr., 
Petrus  Vandermerken, 
Methusalem  Dubois, 
Johannes  Doyo,  Jun., 
Henry  Puntenear, 
Petrus  Lefever, 

,    Valentine  Perkins, 
Abrm.  Concklin, 
John  Lester, 
George  Nies,  Jun., 
Lawrence  Nies, 
John  Nies, 
Peter  Palmeteer, 
William  Mozer, 
Casper  Maybey, 
Daniel  Turner, 
Henry  Hanncs, 
Anthony  Yelverton, 
Michael  Weaver, 
Gideon  Dean, 
Isaac  Tomkins, 
Jolin  Riker, 
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PetruB  Bevier,  Abraham  Dubois, 

Peter  Doyo,  Andr.-as  Dubois   Jr., 

Bonjamin  Dubois,  Daniel  Dubois,  Juu., 

fliristeyan  Doyo,  K.-ubeu  lampbell, 

Benjamin  Doyo,  Dav.d  Lomv, 

William  Allison,  Jobn  Letcver,  Jun., 

The  following  is  a  list  o(  the  names 

or  neglected  to  subscribe  the  General 

Toumscnd,  liichnrd  Carman,  Jacobus 

Eltinge,  Ksq.,  Matlhcw  McKeebij,  A 

Nathaniel  Dubois,  ( 

JoSEl'H    CoDDINGTON, 

A>if-Pa/(i,  May  10,  IT?.'). 


William  Donaldson, 
James  Auchmoutie, 
Abraham  Dcvoe, 
Wm.  EUworth,  Sen., 
Joseph  Coddinjjton. 

of  those  who  refused 
Association  :  Saviuel 
;  Auchmoutie,  Isoah 
athaiiid  ff'aters. 

'h  airman. 

Committee  Clerk. 


Egbert  Schoonmaker,  Jacob  Felten, 
Evert  Wynkoup,  Benjamin  Felten, 


New.l'altz,  Mny  iil,  1775. 

At  a  meetincr  held  on  said  day,  we,  whose  names  are 
hereto  annexed,  not  beinsr  able  to  furnisli  ourselves  with 
arms  and  materials  suitable  for  the  distressing  calamity 
which  hangs  over  our  and  the  nei;;;hbouring  Colonies' 
heads,  are  still  willing  to  abide  with  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, being  furnished. 

John  Decker.  Thomas  Tomkins, 

Isaac  Tomkins,  Jun.,    Jolin  McDaniel, 

Peter  Drew,  William  Weaver, 

Jonathan  Johnson,         Joshua  Drew, 

Elijah  Drew,  Simeon  Cranikl, 


Samuel  Johnson, 
Joseph  Elswortli, 
James  Dcoker, 
Ralph  Trowbridge. 


SIGNERS  IN  KINGSTON,  ULSTER  COU: 

1775. 


Capt.  Ev 


ardus,  Tobias  Meyer, 


Joshua  Dubois, 
Elias  Haasbrouck, 
Moses  Cantine,  Jr., 
I'harles  Doyl, 
N.  Van  Dcr  Lyno, 
Johannes  B.  Ma.sten, 
l".  Van  Keurcn,  Jun., 
Isaac  Burhans, 
(ierrit  Van  Keuren, 
Potrus  Elswoith, 
t'ornelis  B.  Masten, 
Abm.  Van  Keuren,  Jr, 
M.  Van  Keuren,  Jun 
Petrus  Bojrardus,  Jun 
.Samuel  Alaslen, 
Peter  Roggen, 
Jeremiah  Duboiii, 
Abr'm  A.  Hasbrouck 
Thos.  Van  Gaasbeek, 
Silvester  M.  (5roen, 
Mattys  Van  Keuren, 
C.  M.  Van  Keuren, 
J.  J.  Van  Keuren, 
Johannes  C.  M; 


Icnj.  Meyer,  Jun., 
John  Kreeligh, 
J.ihannes  .Miller, 
J.icubus  Post, 
Chri.ilophel  Miller, 
Joliannes  Backer, 
Hezckiah  Dubois, 
Hondrick  Staats, 
Jesaias  Meyer, 


lAY  AND  JU.VE, 


Philip  Swart, 
Petrus  Eygenaer. 
Cornelius  Eygenaer, 
David  Dubois, 
Jacob  Klyne, 
John  Mouk, 
Frederick  Eygenaer, 
Samuel  Whitaker, 


Jolin  Kellen, 
t;,-orgc  Sparlini; 
John  Brinck,  Ju 
John  Sparling, 
Jacobus  Woltin, 
John  Duniare. 
lie 


Schoonmaker,  JunieW.  Reghtineye 


Christian  Fiero, 
Lucas  De  Witt, 
Cornells  Persen, 
Christian  Fiero,  Jr., 
Stephanas  Fiero, 
Johannes  Reghtmeycr, 
D.  Sclioonmaker,  Coenradt  Reghtmeycr, 
dt,     Har's  Keghtmeyer, 


Will.  Oosteihoudt, 
Cornells  Post, 
Hen.  Schoonmaker, 
Edw.  Schoonmaker, 

son  of  Tjerck. 
Tjerck  Schoonmaker, 


emiali  Klaarwater,    Piter  Van  Lcuven, 


Cornelius  Duinond, 
C.  C.  Elmondorpli, 
Philip  Van  Keuren, 
Abraham  Whitaker, 
Abr'm  Mastcn,  Jun., 
Sampson  Davis, 
Coenradt  Kiook, 
(Jilbert  Saxon, 
Johannes  Besemer, 


Martynus  Hu 
Ilendrick  P.  Frceligh, 
Peter  Frceligh, 
Daniel  Lucas, 
Lourcnce  Winnc, 
Samuel  Frceligh, 
Abraham  Snyder, 
Wm.  Davenport, 


Wm.  Dicderick,  J 

John  Van  Leuven,  Jr.,  Hez.  Dubois,  Jun 

Andrics  Van  Leuven,  Augustinus  Shoe, 

Cornells  L.  Swart,  Richard  Burhans, 

David  Schoonmaker,  Johannes  Vaick,  Jr. 

T.  Schoonmaker,  Jr.,  John  Trompour, 

H.  Oosterhoudt,  Jun.,  John  Allen, 

Barret  Burhans,  William  Eygenaer, 

John  Fendel,  James  Welch, 

A.  W.  Van  Gaasbeek,  A.  L.  Van  Sohayck,  John  Burhans, 

P.  P.  Oosterhoudt,  Jr.,  Francis  Bcdino,  Jeremiah  Snyder, 

Lourcnce  Kiever,  Johannes  N.  Dubois,  Willielmus  Valck, 

(.'ornelius  Conway,  Jr.,  Edward  Burhans,  John  Davenport 
Arie  Newkerk,                Job 
Jacobus  Nowkerk,         J.'ic 


Etten, 


Jacobus  V: 
Jan  Wolls, 
Benj.  Mastcn,  Jul 
David  Achiiierdy, 
Jacobus  Uuhois. 
Samui  1   Uuboiy, 
Jacob  Trill. plior, 
Michel  Conii.-lly, 
John  Van  Sleenbi 
Joseph  Cli 


n  Low,  Jurryan  Young, 

.  Van  Buntscliotcn,  John  Row,  Jr., 


lliz.  Schoonmake 
Abraham  Turk, 
Itenjauiiu  Swart, 
Jacobus  Post, 
(ic.rge  Lassing, 
William  Letts, 


Burh: 
Houdricus  Wells 
William  Lawyer, 
John  Young, 
Jeremiah  Y^oung, 


.Turrie  Hum 
Jnlin  p.  Dumond,  John  McKi) 

Col.  A.  Haasbrouck,     James  Jonci 
David  Cox,  William  Va 

Will.  Austin  Cox,  Jacob  Moiic 


olom 


H.i 


liendricus  Degr; 
Jacob  Hendrickse, 
John  J.  Low, 
\Vessel  Ten  Brook,  .1 
Abraham  Mastcn, 
Jan  1)0  Witt, 
Cornel.s  Langeudyt 
Johannes  Wolfm.Ju 
Nicholas  Miller, 
William  Dubois, 
Martha  Snyder, 
Benjamin  Snyder, 
Isaac  Snyder, 
Peter  Winiie,  Jun., 
Chris.  Valkeiibergh, 
Peter  Low, 
F.lisha  Clark, 
Petor  A.  Winne, 
Areul  WiuDo, 


sbrouek,  TobiasVan.Steenbcrgh,  Johi 


i  C.  VVynkoop,  Petrus  Mouers, 


Brush 


Wells 


aef, 


Anlhonv  Freer, 
Juliaiines  Snyder,  Jr, 
Jan  VanVlick, 
Samuel  Freer, 


John  .MeKarty, 
Jeronymus  Gcrremis, 
Aarenlioudt  Valck, 
Jurrio  Bear, 
Jurrie  W.  Dederick, 
Abi'iu  G.  Van  Akcn,    Wilhelinus  Emerigh, 
Jan  Freer,  Petrus  V.  Steenburgh, 

1.  Van  Wagene,  Jun.,  A.  T.  V.  Steenburgh, 
I'etnis  Sleght,  Samuel  WoHin, 

Johanius  Hendrickse,  Solomon  Skutf,  Jr., 
Mattheus  Person,  Jacobus  Dederick, 

D.  De  Lamettcr,  Jun.,  Benjamin  Low, 


Hendricus  Me 

Chris.  Kiersteade, 
Mvndert  Mvnderse, 
Waiiam  Legg, 
Jacobus  Persen, 
Hell.  Ooosterlioudt, 
Abraham  Post, 
Christiaen  Meyer, 
William  Meyer, 
Petrus  Meyer, 
Johannes  Meyer,  Ju 
Johannes  Wolfin, 
John  J.  Persen, 
Petrus  Meyer.  Jun., 


H.Midrick 
Petrus  L. 


Ake 


Petrus  Felten, 
Pliilip  Hendrickse, 
Johannes  Weaver, 
Wendell  Crenier, 
Sol.  Eekert,  Jun., 
Jeremiah  Parcell, 
Michel  Ecenhart, 
Alabartus  Schryver, 
Johannes  De  Witt,  Jr. 
Martynus  Schryver, 
.,  Stephanus  Schryver, 
Petrus  Wiest, 
Isaac  Van  Aken, 
Johannes  Schrvver, 
Tjerck  Van  Vhet, 
Abr'm  Tcerp.-.in.ug, 
11.  Tccrpcuing,  Jr., 


Jacob  Huremjse 
Mat.  V.  Stienbe, 
Johan  M.  Bergi 
Adam  Swart, 

Peter  Hodler,  ' 
Wilheli 


rt. 


Jonathan  Elmendorph, 
William  Eltinge, 


Jeremiah  De  Meyjr, 
Coriielis  A.  Newkerk, 


Ariegertse  Elmeiulorf,  Johannes  Freer, 

Tenuis  Sleght,  '■  " 

Benjamin  Sleght, 
Henry  Mastcn, 
Jacobus  Besumer, 
Solomon  Freer,  Jr., 
Petrus  Swart, 
Jan  Burhans, 
A.  C.  De  L.iraetter, 
John  Smedes, 


m  Coleman, 
William  Whitaker,  Jr. 
Egbert  Schoonmaker, 
Peter  Whitaker, 
Jan  L,  Oosterhoudt, 
James  Whitaker, 
James  Pickken, 
Ilendrick  Turk, 
Jacobus  Whitaker, 


Jolin  Van  Gaasbeek,    Benjamin  Whitaker, 


Barent  Whitaker, 
Abm.  Oosterhoudt, 
James  J.  Whitaker, 
Harmon  Minkelaor, 
John  C.  Oosterhoudt, 
John  Elmendorph, 
Tobias  Van  Beuron, 
lacobus  V.  (iaasbeck, 
Jacobus  S.  Bruyn, 
Cornells  Beekman, 
William  Eltinge,  Jr., 
Petrus  Elmendorph, 
leglit,  Benj.  Elmendorph, 
Andrew  McFarland,     Philip  Van  Beuren, 
E.  Schoonmaker,  Peter  Dumond,  Jr., 

Samuel  Legg,  W.  Kiensteade, 

Petrus  L.  Oosterhoudt,  Abm.  Van  Slienliergl 
John  E.  Schoonmaker,  Henry  Parcels, 
John  Beekman, 
J.  Wynkoop,  Jr 


John  Carman, 
Cornelius  Masten, 
William  Evans, 
James  Oosterhoudt, 
Samuel  Burhans, 
Martynus  Post, 
Petrus  Burhans, 
Benj.  V.  Stienhergh 
John  Freer, 
Baltus  Kiever, 
William  Kiever, 
Benj.  Oosterhoudt 
Hend  •         "     ■■ 


Edward  Whitaker, 
Petrus  Sax, 
Wilhelmus  Wolfin, 
Godfrey  Wolfin, 
Jeremiali  Wolfin, 


Abraham  Elincndoriih 

John  .McLean, 

T.  V.  Stienbergh,  J 


Hezekiah  Wynkoop,    John  Dumond,  Jr., 


Jacob  Ey 
LoJwick  Roessell, 
John  Wolfin, 
Solomon  Skutt, 
Matthew  Dicderick, 
Johannes  Emerigh, 
John  Hermans, 
Tobias  Wynkoop, 
.Tohannes  Dicderick, 
Johannes  Eygenaer, 
Peter  Eygenaer, 
William  VVynkoop, 
Myndart  Dicderick,       S 
Adam  Bear,  W 

Jacob  Bachcr,  T 

Ilendrick  B.acher,  W 

Diedcrick  Malerstock,  'I 
Abraham  Diedericl 
Adam  Materstock, 
Jacob  Materstock, 
John  Ellis, 
Joseph  Marten, 
Peter  West, 
(Jvsbert  Dicderick, 
W.lham  ;Materstoc 


Peter  Wynkoop, 
John  De  Lametter, 
Cornelius  Ten  Brook 
John  Schepinoes, 
Petrus  Elmendorph, 
Jolin  Whitaker,  Jr., 
Philip  Whitaker, 
Charles  Newkerk, 
Abraham  Hoffman, 
Cornells  Swart, 
Nicholas  Bogardis, 
John  Hogliteling, 
S,.l.  Van    linns,  h.lten 


Jnhanncs  Kcymon, 
Ilendrick  Fi,"ro, 
Nicholas  Brill, 
Johannes  Materstock, 
Peter  Schoonmaker, 
Hondrick  Britt, 
Peter  Britt, 
Jacob  I.  Ten  Brook, 
Diick  Wynkoop,  Jr., 
Johan.ics  Wynkoop, 
Abraham  Low. 
Abr.iliaui  Van  Keuren. 
C.  C.  Elmendorph, 
Joseph  fj.isherie, 
V.'iU-n  nuMiond, 
Chnstotlcl  Tanpan, 


.Am 


m  \\ 


V.  ll..L'hlclnig, 
mas  Hoghteliug, 
William  M.  Gioou, 
Tjerck  Beekman, 
Hendricus  Eltinge, 
Abraham  C.  Low, 
Martha  Krook, 
Johannes  Van  Etten, 
Pliilippus  Viele, 
James  Grigg, 
John  Addoson, 
A.  Van  (laasbeek, 
A.  Haasbrouck,  Jr., 
Luke  Kiersteade, 
Johannes  Felten, 
Benj.  Ten  Brook, 
C.  Elmondorpli,  Jr., 
Jacobus  Elmendorph, 
Jolin  Whitaker, 
C.Mir.nlt  Ten  lirook, 
I   S,li,'M,rv, 


C.  (i.  Elmendorph, 
Jaeo'iiis  Dumond, 
I'bilip  Dumond, 
L.  Van  (iaasbeok, 
W.  Van  G:iasbcek, 
Ch.arles  GyLs, 


Hendrickse,  son  of 

Frans, 
Philip  Felten, 
Johannes  Persen, 
Abraham  Freer. 
Wessel  Ten  Brook, 
Johannes  Krocc, 
Jacob  Pulver, 
Peter  Van  Aken, 
Johannes  Felten,  Jr., 
W.  Teerpenning, 
Abraham  Van  Vlif  t, 
Benjamin  Van  Akcn, 
Gideon  Van  Aken, 
Arie  Van  Vlict, 
Abraham  E.  Low, 
Petrus  Snyder, 
Jacobus  Dubois, 
Petrus  Van  .Vken, 
Pierre  .\ucton, 
Tennis  Hoghteling, 
W.  Hoghteling, 
W.  W.  Hoghteling, 
John  Chipp, 
Jacob  Freer, 
Joliannes  J.  Janson, 
Mattheus  Jansen, 
Cornells  Jansen,  Jr., 
Johannes  Jansen,  Jr., 
.\braham  Davenport, 
Petrus  Bogardis, 
Cornolis  Elmendorph, 
Cornelis  .Masten, 
Jan  Elmendorph, 
Ezekiel  Masten, 
Johannes  Dubois, 
A.  De  Lametter,  Jr., 
Benj.  Dj  Lametter, 
H.  Van  Stienbergh, 
Petrus  Smedes, 
Petrus  Smedes,  Jr., 
Gerrit  Freer, 
Isaac  Van  Wageucr, 
Isaac  Van  Aken, 
.\braham  Van  Aken, 
Jonannes  J.  Dubois, 
.Solomon  Freer, 
Jacob  .M.  Groen, 
Benjamin  .Masten, 
Peter  Dumond, 
Henry  Jansen, 
J.  Elmendorph,  Jr., 
James  Foran, 
Jacobus  Montanie, 
C.  J.  Elmendorph, 
Okc  Suedam, 
G.  C.  Elmendorph, 
J.  M.  Groen,  Jr., 
,  John  J.  Burhans, 
Jeremiah  Hoghteling, 
Jacobus  Low, 
Tjerck  C.  De  Witt, 
Peter  M.  Groen, 
William  Phoen.x, 
Abraham  Heronianse, 
H.  Schoonmaker, 
Tobias  Swart, 
Andries  Do  Witt,  Jr., 
Jan  Post, 
Jan  L.  De  Witt, 
Petrus  Oosterhoudt, 
Tobias  Meyer, 
Petrus  Brinck, 
John  Walker, 
P.trus  Backker, 
Ilendrick  Snyder, 
Cornelis  J.  Brinck, 
Abraham  Low,  Jr., 
Harmanus  Iluniniel, 
Cornells  C.  Hnnck, 


Wi 


Tunis  Meyer, 
Martynus  Snyder,  Jr., 
Peter  Hummel, 
Cornelius  De  Wilt, 
Christiaen  Dull, 
Jacob  Brink, 
Stephanus  Meyer, 
Johannes  M.  Snyder, 
Benjamin  Meyer, 
Michel  Hoof, 
J.imes  P.  Oosterhoudt, 
J.  J.  Hummel, 
Petrus  C.  Brinck, 
Wdliam  J.  Meyer, 
Peter  J.  Meyer, 
John  Valkenburgh, 
Lnvker  Lingendyck, 
Juliannes  .Meyer, 
.\rie  Van  Etten, 
Is.iac  Post, 
Benjamin  Winnc, 
John  Brinck, 
Heudrick  Post, 
Arie  1>-  Witt, 
Jacob  Conyers, 


es  Whitaker,  Jr., 
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Robert  Montgomery,     Jiicob  Bu 


Josepii  Oosterlioudt, 
Joliunues  Carter, 
Antlioiiy  Hoffmun, 
Mat.  E.  Thompson, 
William  Elsworth, 
Jacob  L.  Hoornbeok, 
Daniel  Graham, 
A.  J.  De  Lametter, 


Ephr.iim  Low, 
Joliannes  Van  Vlict, 
Mat.  Van  Keuren, 
Frantz  P.  Roggeu, 
Marymis  Van  Akcn, 


Joh 


Wi. 


Benjamin  Turk, 
William  Thompson, 


Jacob  Frana, 
Jacob  Eranj^,  Jr., 
Adam  .Short, 
J.  Van  Keuren, 
H.  Van  Keuren, 
Moses  Cmtine, 
Michel  Herman, 
Anthony  A.  lloHii 
llendricu.s  J.  Slc<r: 


In  pursuance  of  a  Resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
ihe  Colony  o(  JS'civ-York,  dated  the  ^Otli  day  of  Mtii/, 
1775,  we,  the  Coniinittee  of  the  Corporation  of  Kingston, 
in  the  County  of  Vlstcr,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above 
List  or  Roll  contains  all  the  persons'  names  who  have  sign- 
ed the  General  Association,  within  the  Corporation  of 
Kingston  ;  also,  annexed  List,  returned  to  us,  containing 
the  names  of  a  Company  of  Troop  of  Horse,  who  reside 
in  different  parts  of  the  said  County  ;  and,  also,  a  List  on 
the  back  hereof,  of  the  persons'  names  who  have  refused 
to  sign  the  said  Association.  All  which,  with  humble  sub- 
mission, we  herewith  return  to  the  Provincial  Congress 
aforesaid. 

Dated  at  Kingston,  this  1st  day  of  July,  1775.  Cy 
order  of  the  Committee  : 

Johannes  SLF.(iiiT,  Chairman. 


SIGNERS  IN  THE  TUOOP  OF  HORSE  IN  ULSTER  COUNTY,  DATED 
IN  KINGSTON,  JUNE   9,    1775. 

ony  Dumond,        Benjamin  Brnyn, 
elius  J.  Uepuce,    Tu  '  '    " 
Oosterhoudt, 
ip  Newkcrk, 


sl)ury. 


Pi.ilip  Hosli 

Capti:in; 
Silvester  Sa 

First  r.,e. 
Peter  M  indorse,  Petrus  Smith, 

Seconil  Lieutenant;  J.  Van  Waggener, 
C.  C.  Novvkerk,  James  Hamilton, 

Cornet ;  Fclten  Smith, 

Cornelius  J.  Du  Bois,  Auie  Newkerk, 

\st  Quartermaster ;   G.  Elmendorph,  Jr., 


James  Roe, 

'2d  Quartermaster ; 
Abm.  Hoghteling, 

Clerk, 
J.  Elmendorph,  Jr., 
Ad-im  Wolfin, 
Tobias  Dubois, 
Petrus  Brinck, 
Benjamin  Krom, 


J.  Elmendorph,  Jr 
John  Mynderse, 
Johannes  Turk, 
Abm.  Ten  Broeck, 
Joliannes  Morkel, 
M.  Hummel,  Jr., 
Johannes  Ealigh, 
B.  B.  Schoonmakcr, 
Benj.  Depuce,  Jr., 


ck  Lo; 
H.  Oosterhoudt. 
Petrus  Dubois, 
William  De  Witt, 
A.VanWa^rjj,_-,ier,. 
Jurry  Folland, 
Abraham  Bnrlians, 
John  J.  Du  Bois, 
Edward  Oosterlioi 
Moses  Paterson, 
F.  V.  Dennerken,  Jr., 
Isaac  C.  Davis, 
Jacobus  F.  Davis, 
Daniel  Broadhcad, 
Petrus  J.  K.-tter, 
P.  P.  Oosterhoudt, 
John  Hasbrouck, 
W.  Iloghlsling,  Jr. 


idt. 


NAMES  OF  PERSONS  IN  KINGSTON  WHO  REFUSED  TO   SIGN. 


Jan  De  Graef,  Jr., 
Jesaias  Minkelaer, 
Jacob  De  Witt, 
Benjamin  De  Witt, 
.Stephauus  Eckert, 
Mattheus  York, 
Albartus  Sluytes, 
Jan  Laurence  Bogh, 
B.  De  Lametter,  Jr., 
Jacob  Trompour, 
Paul  Trompour, 


John  Co.Y  Junk, 
John  Luicks, 
Johannes  Row, 
William  Burhans, 
Johannes  Burhans, 
Frederick  Row,  Jr., 
Johannes  Trompour, 
Richard  Davenport, 
Peter  Luicks, 
Johannes  Plank, 
Johannes  Plank,  Jr., 


Abraham  Hummid, 
J.  .S.  .Sclioonmaker, 
William  Ealigh, 
William  Fero, 
Owen  Daily, 
Nicholas  Trompour, 
Johannes  Smith, 
Andrios  Ealigh, 
P.  Sclioonmaker,  Jr. 
John  York, 
Adam  Bartliolomewi 


SIGNERS  IN  MARBLETOWN,  ULSTER  COUNTY,  JUNE,  1775. 


Solomon  Terwilgen, 
Johannes  Keator, 
Johannes  Bogart, 
John  Conner, 
Samuel  Frame, 
Frederick  Davis, 
Hen.  Pawling, 
James  Murduch, 
Nathan  Smedes, 
William  Krum, 
Gysbcrt  Krum, 
Is.iac  Davis, 
Abraham  Cantine, 
J.icob  Do  Lametter, 
Edward  Lunsherry, 
Alc.x  mdnr  E.inis, 
B'njamin  Akerly, 
J  icobus  Davis, 
Richard  Lonnsberry, 
Johannes  F.  Keator, 
Michael  Lines, 
James  Phenix, 
Petrus  Oosterhoudt, 
Garton  Nottingham, 
Daniel  Mowris, 
Step'n  Nottingham,Jr. 
WiUiam  Cantine, 
Matthew  Keaton, 
Samuel  Mowris,  Jun., 
George  Middagh, 
Samuel  Keaton, 
Benjamin  Keaton, 
Coenridt  Du  Bois, 
A'iraham  Johnson, 
Hei.dnck  G.  Krom, 


Philip  Hardenbergh, 
William  McGinnis, 
Ab'm  Hardenbergh, 
John  Jack, 
Jolin  Cushmicham, 
Arie  Jack, 
Sil.  Vandermerkon, 
Wilhelmus  Roosa, 
Wdham  Orr, 
William  Benson,, 
Gy.sbert  Van  Leuven 
Johannes  Smith, 

Dirck  Schepmoos, 
Isaas  Robi.son, 
Jacob  S.  Freer, 
Jumas  Roosa, 
John  Constable, 
Abr'iu  Constable,  Jm: 
Thomas  Sammons, 
Cornelius  Sammons, 
Abraham  Helm, 
Joim  Eiinest, 
Hendrick  Brink, 
Jacol)  De  Witt, 
,  Jacob  G.  Louns, 
Abraham  Roosa, 
Aldert  .Smedes, 
Abraham  Keator, 
George  Middagh,  Jur 
Jos.  Hasbrouck,  Jun 
Jonas  Smith, 
J.  Vandcmerke,  Jmi. 
J.  Van  W.igenen.Jun 
Sol.  Van  WaL-.Mien, 


Th's  .Schoonmaker.Jr. 
Jeronomus  Rappleye, 
Caspar  Basemer, 
Ricliard  Okerly, 
Benoni  Moulks, 
John  Batty, 
Dirck  Slaughter, 
Fred'k  Sclioonmaker, 
Thomas  Klourwater, 
John  Van  Luven, 

,    Abraham  Klourwater, 
Hendrick  Rosa, 
Abraham  Constable, 
Willi.Mii  Orr, 
Ths.  Vande.nerke.Jr., 
H.3ndri.'k  Smith, 
Lsaac  Smilll, 
Samuel  (iibsan, 

.,  Sanmel  Alouris, 
John  Shaw, 
William  Te. 
William  Job 
Henry  Daonu, 
Petrus  Van  I^uveii, 
Frederick  K.-aton, 
Jacob  Keaton,  Jun., 
Melgert  Keaton, 
Benjamin  Louns,  Jun., 
Jacobus  Rosekrans, 

.,  John  C.  De  Witt, 

,,  Cornelius  Keaton, 
Jacob  Snyder, 

,    Nicholas  Ky.ser, 


.Jun., 


John  G.  Krom, 

Simon  Van  Wogenon 

,,  Jan  Krom, 

Petnis  Krom, 

Johan  Bartlewolk, 

Jacob  Itoosa, 

Samuel  Divies,  Jun., 

,    Srveryn  Flasbrouck, 
Peter  McDowall, 

Benjamin  Davies, 

John  J.  Cnspell, 

Jacobus  Morris, 

Henry  :\Iuwris, 

Lens  Brodhead, 

Jacob  J.  Keaton, 

Garret  \,-u  kerk. 

."Martinus  Oosterhoudt 

,  Egbert  Brink, 

Samuel   l)o.b.,re. 

Joseph  Bhiawater, 

David  Atkins, 

William  P,,Uison, 

Andries  Tier, 

John  J.  Krom, 

John  Conway, 

Benjamin  Krom,Jun., 

,  Wilhelmus  Bush, 

Peter  Misner, 

TI,os.Vandernerke,Jr. 

,  William  Ennest, 

Jacobus  H.  liush, 

Peler  \au  Wagenen, 

Johannes  Roose, 

Frederick  Merkic, 

11. rill.  Oosterhoudt, 

Daniel  Johnson, 

David  Vandermerke, 

John  Hasbrouck, 

Robert  Brink, 

Jacob  Chambers, 

Sol.  Vaiidemcrke, 

Isaac  C.  Daviss, 

Tliomas  Chambers, 

John  Vandcmerke, 

Cornelius  Krom, 

Josepli  Chambers, 

Mart.  Middagh, 

Jacob  J.  Hasbrouck, 

Wilhelmus  Keaton, 

Andries  Davie3, 

Jolm  Davies, 

Johannes  H.  ICrom, 

Ja,:ob  Rapelye, 

John  De  Witt, 

William  H.  Krom, 

Isaac  ('barter. 

Hendrick  Bush,  Jun 

Samuel  Brodhead, 

Cispar  Charter, 

Peter  Johnson, 

James  Slilwell, 

Frederick  Charter, 

William  Nottm-liam 

Riehanl  Oliver, 

Derrick  Chambers, 

Moses  Diamond, 

Saniu.d  .N'nrlh, 

Jacobus  Connor, 

Peter  M..wns, 

Levi  Pawlm-, 

Robert  Betties, 

Martin   Bogard, 

Jacob  n.iaslironek, 

John  Betties, 

Benjamin  K.aton, 

Willi  am  Prk, 

Will, am  Dniilap, 

Simon  Van  Wagene 

Simiiel  .Mowris, 
Art.  Van  Wageneij, 
Stephen  Nottingham, 
Jesaias  Robbison, 
Cornelius  Tack.  Jun., 
Abraham  Cantine, 
Al-  xand -r  Munro, 
Andrew  ( )|iver, 
.Tohn  Canlnie, 
Jacob  I).  Linletter, 
D-ivid  Bevi  T, 
F.  Scliooninaker.Jun, 
Charles  W.  Brodhead, 
Edward  Lonnsberry, 
Jacob  J.  Hasbrouck, 
Ephraim  Chambers, 
Isaac  Hasbrouck,  Jr., 
Cornelius  Brink, 
John  Brodliead, 
Rocliff  Eltinge, 
Cornelius  Stilwell, 
Moses  M.  Cantine, 
Philip  B.  Bevier, 
J.iines  McKemson, 
Nathaniel  CaiKnie, 


Til. Mills   D.inv, 
Cis|i;iriis  Man.ai.s, 
Charles  Adams, 
Edward  Talbott, 
Jacobus  Rosa, 
John  Rapelye, 
M  itdiew  Newkerk, 
AlnMham  Middagh, 
(Jysbtirt  Rosa, 
Joh-in.  Van  Wagenen, 
John  Stokes, 
.lo!i:imies  G.  Rosa, 
,  Direk  Bii.sh, 
,  Frederie-k  Wood, 
riiomas  Wood, 
Johannes  Middagh, 
Thomas  Carner, 


Cliristoph'T  Snyder 
Michael  Teets," 
Petrus  D.ivies, 
Johannes  Sluyter, 
Hendrick  Kyser, 
Jos.-pli  K.'vser, 
William  Bniy, 
Coriielins  Keysor, 
William  Sl.iyter, 
R-l,;,i-d  Stokes, 

I)  r,k  Kroiii', 
Jolm  Roosa, 


Hendrick  P.  Ostrout,    Jacob  Soel.y, 
Jamas  Robinson,  D.mi.^I  Van  Luvcii, 

Leonard  Hardenbergh,  Jacob  Khiarw.iter, 
Jacobus  B.  Hasbrouck,  Isaac  Klaarwater, 
Michael  Pattison,  Daniel  Klaarwater, 

Johannes  Keator,  Jun.,  Frederick  Bush, 
John  Van  Vlict,  Ilendricus  dispell, 

Jiimes  Van  Wagenen,   Frederick  Klaarwater, 
Gerard.  Hard, ulirr-li,    Ivlward  Dewawl,  John  Smith, 

Miitthew  Cantine,  Fii-dt'rick  Kontraman,  Jacob  Kyser, 

Adam  HollinMii.  Mat.  Kontraman,  William  Hardy, 

Alexander  McGinnis,   Andries  Kontraman,     Thomas  Johnson, 
C'orn's  Vandcrmerken,  Elias  Kontraman,  Johannes  Van  Luven. 

In  pursuance  of  a  Resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
the  Colony  of  New- York,  dated  29th  day  of  Mai/,  1775, 
we,  the  Committeeof  the  Township  of  Marhktown,  in  the 
County  of  Ulster,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  List  or 
Roll  contains  all  the  persons'  names  who  have  signed  the 
General  Association  within  the  Township  of  Marblttown, 
and  also  fVilliam  li'ood,  on  the  back  hereof,  who  refuses 
signing  the  same  ;  all  which,  with  humble  submission,  we 
herewith  return  to  the  Provincial  Congress  aforesaid. 

Levi  Pawling,  Chairman. 

Maihlciown,  June  5,  17T5. 


SIGNERS   IN   .MAMACOTING,   ULSTER   COUNTY. 


n  Youngs,  Sami 

1.  Swartwout,Esfi.,  Willi 


.Vl.raham  Cuddeback, 


Mlmii  II, IX 
III.  McKins 

.li.rt  Cook. 
ar:il.  Van  II 
K'.  Wrslbr 


.1  ,iii:-s  Blijarc 
Thomas  Com 
James  MeCiv 

.I.iseph  Hiil.b: 
Jo!iii  Thomp. 
SimiKd  D-.ll' 
Willi  1111   Sini 


Anlr 


Roosa 


Abraham  .McQui 
John  Sybolt, 
ks,  Joseph  Skinner, 

twoiit,      Joseph  -Vrtliur, 
eit.Jun.,  Divid  Wheeler, 
■twout,     John  Travis, 
lile,  John  Trivis,  Jur 

fork,  Dani.  1  Decker, 


.(■•cob  Rosa. 
H-jnry  Newkerk, 
Peter  Simpson, 
Stephen  Holcomb, 
Jonathan   Miller, 
I)  inicl  Woodworth, 
!\Ioscs  Roberts, 
Dini-l  Roberts, 
John  Dngks. 
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KEW-YORK  ASSOCIATION,  r 


Petrus  Gumore,  Nathaniel  Travii 

J.  Dc  Witt  Gunmore,  Ezekiel  Travis, 
Daniel  Van  Fleet,  Jr.,  Josepli  Travis, 


Ezekiel  Gi 
Jacob  Van  Inaway, 
Cornel.  Van  Inaway, 
Moses  De|)ue,  Jiin., 
Jacobus  Cuildeback, 
Petrus  Cuddeback, 
Elias  Gumore, 
Jolin  Brooks, 
Elisha  Barber, 
Jonathan  IJi/rus, 
Kobert  Coiiitbrt, 
Uavid  Dayly, 
(iorshoni  Simpson, 
Joseph  Kendal, 


Joreniiali  Shavt 
Joseph  Ogden, 
David  Daily, 
Daniel  Walling, 
Daniel  Walling,  Jun. 
Kufus  Stanton, 
Babbct, 


Moses  Miller, 
Elias  Miller, 
Isaac  Rosa, 
Abraham  Smith, 
George  J.  Deneston, 
.\3a  Kimbal, 
Josiah  Parks, 
Lenard  Henery, 
Robert  Millike]., 
John  (Mllaspy, 


:\laltl.ew  Terwilliger,   Malth. 


Jonatlian  Whc 
Jolin  Williams, 
Johannes  Wasli, 
Epliraim  Forgison 
Jacob  Comfort, 
Jacob  Stanton, 

Com 


Thomas  Lake, 
Jonatlian  Barber, 
Jonathan  Strickland, 
Zepheniah  Holcomb, 
Samuel  Patterson, 
Abraham  Sniedos. 


Chamher,  June  26,  1775. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  request,  we  return  to  you  the  Associa- 
tion, which  is  unanimously  signed  by  all  the  Freeholders 
and  Inhabitants  of  our  Precinct.  Sit;ned  by  order  of  the 
Committee  :  John  YouNn,  Chairman. 

Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esrj.,  President  of  the  Provincial 

Congress.  

SIGNERS   IN'   HURLEY,  ULSTER  COUNTY. 

Jnhan.  Hardenbergh,     Benjamin  Crispel,  Hendriciis  Oosterhout, 

Dirck  Wynkoop,  John  Van  Deusen,         (nTret  Konstapcl, 

Abr'm  Van  Wagcncn,  Anthony  Crispel,  Petrus  York, 

Cornelius  Newkerk,      Simon  Lafaver,  Ephraim  Kyser, 

Johannes  Du  Bois,        J.  J.  Van  Wagenen,      Abram  Kyser, 
Heugo  Freer,  Petrus  Van  Wagenen,  Jonelan  Huchin, 

Heyman  Roosa,  Petrus  Wynkoop,  Benjamin  Newkerk, 

Gerredt  Van  Wagener,  Jacob  Lafaver,  Zacharias  Roosa, 

Jacob  Freer,  Jun.,  Samuel  Lafaver, 

Francis  Delavigne,  of  Abraham  Crispel, 


BeHviel, 
Cornelius  Crispel, 
Johannes  Blonshan, 
Sam'l  Schoonmaker, 
Petrus  P.  Crispel, 
Jacob  Du  Bois,  Jun., 
Jo.  Van  Wagener.  Jr 
Johan.  Dc  Limetter, 


Cornelius  Cool,  Jun., 
C.  W.  Elmendorph, 
Benjamin  Sluyter, 
Abraham  Sluyter, 
Benj.  J.Van  Wagenei 
Heugo  J.  Freer, 
Benjamin  H.  Freer, 
Jonathan  Freer, 


Hendrick  Konstapel,    Robert  Ma 

Petrus  Roosa,  "      

Egbert  Roosa, 
John  Winfiel, 
Petrus  Crispel,  Jun 
John  Clyn, 


Zacha 


1  SInT 


Hendriok  Smith, 
Jacob  Wiritiel, 
Jacob  H.  Roosa, 
Johannes  Suylan 
Jacob  Borger, 
Jacob  Blaiishan, 
Johannes  Wider 


Jacob  Kyser,  Jun., 
Cocnradt  Lafaver, 
John  Davis, 
P>lias  Teerpenning, 
Samuel  Burhans,  Jul 


Cornelius  Cool, 
Iluybcrt  Ostrander, 
Johannes  Ostrander, 
Coen'dt  Elmendorph, 
Jacobus  Hardenbergh, 
Jacob  Sluyter, 
,  Edward  Bruin, 
David  De  Lanietter, 
Hue  Borrow, 
Ger.  Hardenbergh,  Jr., 
Jan  Van  Deusen, 

Cornel.  D.  Wynkoop, 
MatthewisTen  Eyck, 
Charles  De  Witt, 
A.  Wynkoop, 
Matthvs  BUuijan, 
Petrus"  Cnspcll, 
Coenradt  Newkork, 
J.  H.  Van  Wagenen, 
Abraham  Kroni, 
Vo.  Van  Wagenen, 
.,  Jacobus  Conway. 


This  is  to  certify  that  the  persons  whose  names  are  con- 
tained in  the  within  papers,  being  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Hurley,  have  tliemselves,  oi-  by  their  order,  subscribed  to 
the  Association  witliin  written.  By  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee. A.  AVynkooi",  Chairman. 

IlurUy,  July  C,  177J. 

SIGNERS    IN   ROCHESTER,   ULSTER  COUNTY. 


A.  De  Witt,  Esq., 
Benjamin  Hoornbeck, 
Johannes  Bcvier,  Jr., 
Epliraim  Dupue, 
J.  Schoonmaker, 
J.  Schoonmaker,  Jr., 
Hendricus  Hornbeek, 
Jacobus  Van  Wagenen, 
D.  Romyn, 
Cornelius  Dupue, 
Benjamin  Kurtregth, 
John  Dupue, 
Benjamin  Bevier, 
J.G.IIardenberg,  Esq. 
Andrew  Bevior, 
Jolin  Sleght, 
L.  Schoonmaker, 
Minna  Fisher, 
Petrus  Schoonmaker, 
Philip  Hoornbeck, 
Sylvester  Derby, 
Andrew  \Vhite, 
Simon  Dupue, 
Jacobus  Oosterhout, 
Elcsa  Roosakranco, 
H.  Roosakranco, 
Cornelius  .Schoonmak, 
Frederick  Vandemerk, 
Joel  Hoorubcek, 
Jacobus  Wynkoop, 
Moses  Dupue,  Jr., 
Jacob  D.  Hoornboek, 
Cornelius  Oosterhout, 
Jacobus  Schoonmak 


enu. 


Peter  E 
Petcrus 
Patt  Co 
John  Krom; 
Peter  Inderly, 
Hartman  Hi^yn 


lieujaniin  Jan 
Jolin  Low,  Jr. 

Frederick  Westbrook,  Daniel  Wood, 


r-k   Ro 


Zacharias  Low, 
J.  D.  Schoonmaker, 
John  Broadhead, 
Marinis  Chambers, 
John  Janson, 
Moses  Depuy, 
J.  Van  Dennerkin, 
Abraham  I)ei„iv, 


IVmus  O„sterhou 

rnjaehem  Depuy, 

I'eterus  De  Witt, 

[.odewyck  Hoornboek,  Simon  Bi 

nciiilncus  Oosterhout,  Matthew 

Ephraim  Depuy,  Jr.,     Henry  lire 


rk,Jr, 


C.  Vii 
Jacob  Ba 


W: 


Benj.  C.  i\ewk.Tk, 


Abi 


enberg,  Benjai 

11  Wagenen,     Abr'ali: 


Danii 


Newk..rU, 


McKindly, 
Reuben   De  Witt, 
Mighcl  Sa.x, 
'Warren  Hoornboek, 
Andries  Variiovy, 


Pcterus  Eiinis, 
James  Burck, 
John  Scott, 
Petrus  Hondrickson, 
John  McBrvd, 

J.  D'W.Schoonmakor,  Manuel  fionsaliis, 
Coenradt  Scaly,  Richard   Broiulliea 

Jacobus  J.  Quick,  Peter  Cantino, 

Benjamin  Ollegar,         Josliua  Tliompson 
James  Hill,  Wm.  Dc  Witt, 

,Joris  Janson,  Peter  Colo.  Jr.. 


Simeon  De  Witt,  F.  Van  Demerken,        Martinus  Blaerwater, 

Henry  Harp,  Hartman  Ennis,  Gerrit  C.  Newkerk, 

John  Schoonmaker,      Samuel  Oosterhoudt,  Henry  De  Witt, 
Jacob  Tomer,  Corn.  Oosterhoudt,       Jonathan  Vernovy, 

D.  Schoonmaker,  Jr.,  Jacobus  yuick,  Jr.        ~ 
John  Evans,  Peter  Harp, 

Chester  Benjamin,         John  Harp, 
Dirck  Westbrook,  Edward  Wood, 

Wm.  Wood,  Jr., 

Edward  Wood,  Jr. 

Peter  Wood, 

Cornelius  Janson, 

'I'iiomas  .Mackke, 

Jicobus  Depuy, 

lienjaiiiin  Bruyn, 


el  Hoornbeck, 
Michael  Inderly, 
C.  llurnboek,  Jr., 
Kryn  (Oosterhout, 
Art.  Van  Wagenen, 
John  Kittle, 
Jacob  Oosterhout, 
Andries  Roudolf, 
Jacobus  Divins, 
Samuel  (Jonsalus, 
Egbert  De  Wilt,  Jr., 
Nich.  Simincrman, 
Wm.  A.  ])e  Witt, 
Hendricus  Kittle, 
Jacob   Baker, 
Lodewyck  Seuly, 
Eliza  Hoornboek, 
Jacobus  Chambers, 
Cornelius  Chambers, 
Andries  A.  De  Witt. 
Jacob  Bevier, 
John  De  Witt, 
Johannes  Mack, 


Peterus  Vernovy, 
Migliel  Bosemer, 
Stephen  De  Witt, 
John  Bodly, 
William  Davis, 
Jesse  Bjvier, 
Jacob  Newkerk, 
Wm.  DeWitt,Jr., 
Jacob  DeKitt, 
Jacobus  Hendrickso 
John  Kelder, 
Abraham  Heermans,     William  Kelder, 
Joseph  Depuy,  Solomon  Krom,  Jr., 

F.  Van  Demerkin,  Jr.,  Wessel  Vernovy, 
Jacob  De  Witt, 
(iloudy  .MiddagI: 
Jeremiah  Kittle, 


Arie  Oosterhoudt, 

Johannes  Oushem, 

Samuel  Kersson, 

Philip  Heyn, 

Ezekiel  Oosterhoudt,  Jerck  De  Witt, 


Alexander  Kattor, 
Thomas  DeWitt, 
Coenradt  Bevier, 
Peter  Sax, 
Benjamin  Stanton, 
William  Broadhead, 
Henry  Siinmerman, 


Jonathan  Barly, 
Elias  Morkel, 
James  O'Bryen, 
J.  Hoornbeck,   Esq., 
William  McDonnel, 


Joha 


Hoornboek,  Elijah 


Abraham  Kadcgal, 
John  Wood, 
Peter  Helm, 
Nathan  Vernovy, 
Cornelius  Newkerk, 
Johannes  Vernovy, 


Benj'n  Oosterhoudt, 
Coenradt  Burger, 
J.  Oosterhoudt,  Jr., 
Egbert  De  Witt, 
John  .■V.  De  Witt, 
John  Van  Wagenen, 


Jacob  Van  Dermerken,  Wessel  Vernovy, 


Abra 


Arie  Van  Dermerken, 
Aldert  Oosterhout, 
Jacobus  Van  Etten, 
Jacob  Smit, 
Henderiek  Quick, 


Klaerwater,  Richard  Da 


John  Me 
James  Buyrus, 
Jacobus  Bruyn,  Jr., 
Dirck  Hoornboek, 
Benjamin  Merkel, 
Nicolaes  Burger, 
Jacobus  Kortrcght, 
John  Mullen, 
Peterus  Burger, 


Josiah  Bevier, 
Jurry  Mack, 
Lounereus  Cortreght, 
Jacobus  Fornaer, 
Benj.  Van  Wagenen, 
Harmanus  Rosekrans, 
Solomon  Krom, 
Joseph  Krom, 
Andries  Sweger, 
Cornelius  Vernovy, 
Timothy  Hotcli, 
Johannes  Horton, 
Isaac  Bevier, 
Solomon  Bevier, 
Laurence  Hoornboek, 


Philip  Qu 

Cornelius  Quick, 

Elias  Hendrick.son, 

Jacobus  Sencck, 

Jacobus  Bos,  Jr., 

Ephraim  Baker, 

Gysbert  Krom, 

Coenradt  A.  Tiel, 

Barent  Merkel, 
Matthews  Kortreght,  Jacobus  Hendrickson,  Henry  Harp,  Jr., 
Abraham  Kortreght,  Cornehus  Hoornboek,  Jonas  Hasbrouck, 
Gideon  Hoornboek,      Isaac  Roosa,  Cornelius  Cole,  Jr., 

Arthur  Morris,  Johannes  Keyser,  Thomas  Porter, 

Martin  Burger,  Joseph  Kelder,  Benjamin  Roosa, 

P.  E.  Oosterhoudt,        John  Hays,  Jr.,  Jotham  Schoonmaker, 

Benjamin    Depuy,         George  Schoafer,  Daniel  Schoonmaker. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Resolves  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  the  Colony  of  New- York,  dated  29th  May,  1775, 
we,  the  Committee  of  the  Township  of  Rochester,  in  the 
County  of  Lister,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  List 
or  Roll  contains  all  the  persons'  names  who  have  signed 
the  General  Association  within  the  Township  aforesaid  ; 
all  which,  with  humble  submission,  we  herewith  return  to 
said  Provincial  Congress.  Dated  at  Rochester,  6th  day 
of  July,  1775.     By  order  of  the  Committee: 

A.  Ue  Witt,  Chairman. 

N.  B.  Eight  of  the  above  persons  do  reside  in  the  Pre- 
cinct of  Mamacoting,  and  belong  to  one  of  the  Militia 
Companies  of  our  Township. 


SIGNERS    IN   > 
Benjamin  Carpcntc 
Lewis  Dubois, 
Josei.h  Mory, 
Jurian  Marknv, 
Gilbond  Botton, 
Jacob  Wo. id, 
John  Wool^ry, 
Bordowiii  Ten^pann 
Eleazer  Fr.ivpr, 
Micliael  WvlMot, 
Solomon  Wareiuf, 
Richard  C.irpeiitrr, 

Elijah  Lewis, 
Henry  Tor  Boss, 
Silas  Purdv, 
John  DuffiVld, 
Wri^'ht  Carp.-ntor, 
William  Marliii, 
Duriico  R.-Ut.., 
Christ.  Ostrander, 
Henry  Lockwoo  I, 
John  Polhemus, 
Stephen  Purdv, 
Noah  St.  John, 
Daniel  Polhemus, 
George  Landv, 
Jacob  Kent, 
William  Bloomer, 
Isaac  Cropsie, 
John  Bishop, 


lV->rARLB0R0UG}I,  1 
Vrian  Drake. 
Nath'l  (ioodspced, 
Micaiah  Lewis, 
John  Davis, 
Benjaniui  Huctt, 
Peter  Barrian, 
Abraham  Quick, 
Abi|ahI'erkin.s,.M.D, 
J!rn|.  Ely,  .M.  D., 
Seth  I'erkins,  M.  D., 
Benj.  J.  Prayer, 
I.iwrrncoBohker, 
I  Cooper, 


Caf 


\iiaiiias  Volentine, 
/..idock  Lewis, 
Flavins  Waterman, 
Jniiies  I'ride, 
J.cnb  Daton, 

'Xalii'aiiiei  Pluin'sh, 
Ebcnezer  St.  John, 
Samuel  Mackev, 
Gilbert  Bloomer, 
Joseph  Bloomer,  Jr., 
William  Stanton, 
Andrew  Young, 


:lster  county. 

David  Mackey, 
Abraham  Deane, 
Bartholomew  Baker, 
George  Williams, 
David  Martin, 
Abraham  Lane, 
George  Lane, 
,  Henry  Farris, 
Allen  Lester, 
John  .\res, 
Nathaniel  Harcourt, 
John  Wygant, 
James  Wheeler, 
John  Quick, 
Thomas  Quick, 
Israel  Tuthill, 
Joriah  Rhods, 
Jesse  Wheeler, 
Oliver  Wheeler, 
Job  St.  John, 
Jonathan  Woolsey, 
George  Stanton, 
Daniel  Bloomer, 
Job  Wood, 
John  Farman, 
Nowell  Farman, 
Isaac  Rowie, 
Daniel  Knolton, 
Peter  Caverty, 
James  Hunter, 
Nathaniel  Mills, 
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Josiah  Lockrad, 
Benjamin  Dusenbury, 
Isaac  Dyo, 
Daniel  McQuin, 
Janter  Willidge, 
Truelliger,  Jr., 
William  Relyee, 
JMarcus  Ostrander, 
Joshua  Lockvvood, 
Jacob  Terepanny, 
John  Terepanny, 
Joseph  Gee, 
Simon  Relyee,  Jr., 
Stephen  Seymour, 
Josiah  Baker, 
John  Baker, 
Moses  Carey, 
Bartholomew  Bacon, 
George  Williams, 
John  Silmnlt, 
James  Filkins, 
George  Hallett, 
Thomas  Quick,  Jr., 
William  Caverly, 
William  Quick, 
Henry  Decker, 
Terrett  Lester, 
James  Merritt, 
William  Purdy, 
Henry  Hide, 
William  Pembroke, 
Elijah  Gardner, 
John  Bond, 
John  Knowlton, 
John  Scott, 
John  Mackey, 
Matthew  Wygant, 
Samuel  Abbe, 
Andrew  Ares, 
Alexander  Cropsie, 
Samuel  Hannah, 
David  McMin, 
Andrew  Cropsie, 
Thomas  Silkworth, 
Joseph  Carpenter, 
Piiaraoh  Latting, 


John  Lester, 
David  Brush, 
J..lin  Wilson, 
William  Woolsey, 
William  HoUister, 
I'hilip  Aires, 
Henry  Jones, 
Joseph  Wells, 
Jolin  Wygant,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Stead, 
Henry  Simpson, 
Adam  Cropsie, 
George  Woolsey, 
Eneas  Quimby, 
Samuel  St.  Jolni, 
Al)raham  Bee, 
Ricliard  Woolsey, 
Wm.  Van  Blarciom, 
Adam  St.  John, 
James  Jackson, 
Abel  Barnum, 
William  Ostrander, 
Adam  Caser, 
Simon  Relyee,  Jr., 
Jonathan  Tuttle, 
James  Owen, 
Peter  Looge, 
Abraham  Mabee, 
Benjamin  Comfort, 
Israel  Tomkins, 
Hugo  Scutt, 
Abraham  Scutt, 
William  Scutt, 
Hobert  Everitt, 
Metevus  Finin, 
John  Smith, 
Alex.  Mackey,  Jr., 
Philip  Caverty, 
Daniel  Gildersleeve, 
Matthew  St.  John, 
Isaac  Van  Bunschoter 
Petrus  Ostrander, 
Nathaniel  Kilsey, 
Alex.  Mackey,  Sen., 
Zephaniah  Woolsey, 
Josiah  St.  John, 


Jesse  Farcchild, 
Nathaniel  Hull, 
John  Nail, 
Charles  Mackey, 
Charles  Mackey,  Jr., 
Nathaniel  Quimby, 
Benjamin  Woolsey, 
Samuel  Hull,  Jr., 
Nathaniel  Hull,  Jr., 
John  Huett, 
Thomas  Pembroke, 
John  Lester, 
Gideon  Ostrander, 
Hendricli  Deyo,  Jr., 
Daniel  Ostrander, 
Garrett  Benschoter, 
George  Piatt, 
Herman  Chase, 
Abraham  Losson, 
Hendrick  House, 
Durnee  S.  Relyee, 
Francis  Gaine, 
James  Waring, 
Daniel  Robertson, 
Nehemiah  Smith, 
Walter  Comfort, 
Joseph  Bloomer, 
Jonatliau  Lily, 
Caleb  Merritt, 
Thomas  Merritt, 
Gabriel  Merritt, 
Jacob  Cannaff, 
Levi  Quimby, 
James  Quimby, 
Thomas  Wygant, 
William  Duscnberry, 
Jonathan  Terepanny, 
David  Ostrander, 
Thomas  Mackey, 
Henry  Devo,  Sen., 
Daniel  Coik,  Jr., 
Henry  Scott, 
William  Wygant, 
David  Merritt, 
Josiah  Merritt, 
James  Van  Blarciom. 


Jacob  Aldrich,  Thomas  Mapes,  James  Pindel, 

John  Satterby,  Jonas  Bellows,  James  Harrad. 

Names  of  those  who  refuse  to  sign  this  Association :  Isaac 
Bull,  John  Myers.  

SIGNERS   IN  GOSHEN,  ORANGE    COUNTY,  JUNE  8,   1775. 


New-Marlborough,  Ulster  County,  July  11,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Agreeable  to  your  Resolution  of  the  29th 
of  May  last,  we,  tiie  Committee  of  New-Marlborough, 
have  endeavoured  that  every  individual  inhabitant  of  this 
Precinct  should  have  the  offer  to  sign  the  Association  ; 
and  having  done  it  accordingly,  do  now  return  a  List  of  the 
signers  who  voluntarily  subscribed,  and  also  those  who 
refused  to  sign  said  Association. 

And  are.  Gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants, 

Benj.  Carpenter,  Chairman. 
AzARiAH  Perkins,  Clerk. 
To  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq. 


signers  in  weathersfield. 

Eliphalet  SpafTord,  Timothy  Parkhurst,  William  Dean,  Jr., 

Hilkiah  Grout,  Benoni  Tuttle,  John  Hatch, 

Samuel  Douglass,  Jonah  Blackslee,  Josiah  Hatch, 

Joseph  Douglass,  Aaron  Aahster,  Moses  Blackslee, 

Jonathan  Newton,  Samuel  Grixson  Allin,  Israel  Burllinggamo, 

Gershom  Tuttle,  Oliver  Kidder,  William  Upham, 

Jacob  Gacheill,  Edward  Graniiis,  Asa  Grout. 

Those  men  that  refused  to  sign  the  Association  Agree- 
ment are  as  follows:  John  Marsh,  Joseph  Marsh,  John 
Marsh,  Jun.  Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Weathersfield.  Hilkiah  Grout. 


SIGNERS  IN  orange   COUNTY. 


Alexander  Smith, 
Pliineas  Rumsey, 
William  Heard, 
Phineas  Heard, 
Joseph  Conkling, 
Benjamin  Harlow, 
Jonathan  Horton, 
George  Duryee, 
Joshua  Reeve, 
John  Case, 
John  Ketchum,  Jun., 
Obadiah  Helms, 
William  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Dickson, 
Daniel  Tooker, 
Garrett  Duryee, 
David  Godfrey, 
Isaiah  Smith, 
David  Youngs, 
Silas  Peirson, 
Silas  Horton, 
William  Lesly, 
J.iniPS  IMiUer, 
Willi  im  Satterby, 
David  Rumsey. 


Gideon  Salmon, 
Phineas  Salmon, 
John  Meeker, 
Joseph  Browne, 
Joseph  Drake, 
Saml.  Haines  Smith, 
John  Brown, 
David  Horton, 
Increase  Wyraan, 
Silas  Horton, 
Solomon  Smith, 
Jonathan  Smith, 
John  Cravens, 
John  King, 
John  Barker, 
Ezra  Keeler, 
Cuppe  Brooks, 
Moses  Carpenter, 
Jameg  Aspell, 
Samuel  Wickham, 
Joshua  Corey, 
John  Corey, 
Zephaniah  Huff, 
Williim  Marshal, 
James  Mapos, 


Charles  Tooker, 
John  Pain, 
Daniel  Paine, 
Josepli  Case, 
Benjamin  Macveagh, 
John  Budd, 
Willom  Horton, 
William  Warne, 
Hezekiah  Wame, 
Christo.  Springsteen, 
Joshua  Brown, 
Joshua  Brown,  Jun., 
Hezekiah  Watkins, 
Ziba  Owen, 
Daniel  Reeve, 
James  Manne, 
Jonathan  Jayre, 
William  Forbes, 
John  Bull, 
Richard  Bull, 
Caleb  Coleman, 
Coleman  Curtis, 
David  Rogers, 
David  Jones, 
Jeremiah  Butter, 


Henry  Wisner, 
Francis  Baird, 
John  .Miiithorn, 
Thomas  GuhlsMi 
Stephen  Lewi 


Abri 


ndle 


Jacobus  Bartholf, 
Nathaniel  Minthorn, 
Jacobus  Lame, 
Giliam  Bartholf, 
Gamaliel  Tansdell, 
Jacob  Demarest, 
Abram  Dolsen,  Jun., 
Isaac  Dolsen, 
Andnnv  Christv, 
Hendrick  liartfiolf, 
Peter  liarliiolf, 
Joseph  Todd, 
John  Bigger, 
Elijah  Doan, 
Cornelius  Decker, 
David  Demarest, 
Reuben  Hall, 
James  Smith, 
John  Denton, 
Solomon  Carpenter, 
John  Carvey, 
Cornelius  Vanosdale, 
Samuel  Jones, 
Peter  Gale, 
Israel  Wells, 
Michael  Carpenter, 
Stephen  Meeker, 
Daniel  Carpenter, 
Samuel  Webb, 
Joseph  Smith, 
Samuel  Carpenter, 
John  Owen, 
Thomas  McCain, 
Peter  Auiiant, 
Benjamin  Duning, 
Samuel  .Smith, 

William  Ci'mber, 
Jacob  Duning, 
Jerc.  S.  Conckling, 
Gilbert  Bradner, 
Josliua  Davis, 
William  Howard, 
Jacob  Finch, 
John  Williams, 
James  DoUen, 
Hedley  .Spencer, 
Isaac  Dollen, 
Ricliard  Jones, 
William  Wallworth, 
Silas  Stewart, 
Henry  Smith, 
John  Boyle, 
Benjamin  Carpenter, 
John  Finch, 
Michal  Croleman, 
Squh-e  Whitaker, 
Moses  Smith, 
Abraham  Harding, 
Silas  Hults, 
Rob't  Thompson,  Jr., 
Henry  David,  Jr., 
Jonathan  David, 
Elisha  Hults, 
George  Little, 
Benjamin  Smitii, 
James  Knap, 
James  Thompson, 
Samuel  Cooley, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  Sr., 
Jonathan  Cooly, 
Jolin  Ferger, 
Amos  Woolcocks, 
John  Whitaker, 
David  Kendle, 
Jacamiah  Ferger, 
Nathaniel  Mathers, 
Tuman  Wolleu, 
Martin  Myer, 
Benjamin  Forgesson, 
Samuel  Cole, 
Joseph  Eliot, 
Joshua  Smith, 
John  Eliot, 
Ebeuezer  Beer, 
Elijah  Tuman, 
David  Moore, 
Abraham  Springsteen, 
Samuel  Maffet, 
Nathaniel  TuthiU, 
Cipl.  Nathaniel  Roe, 
Jjiciit.  John  Jackson, 
I,rut.Joliii  Wooil, 
Ensign  Daul.  Drake, 


Joseph  McCane, 
Joel  Cross, 
Samuel  Bartholf, 
Saimirl  Demarest, 
Jnsluia  Weeks, 

Johnllopper,  ' 
Benjamin  Currie, 
Robert  McCanc, 
William  Wisner, 
Joseph  Currie, 
Amos  Hurbbs, 
Jabez  Finch, 
James  Ramsey, 
Thomas  Beckers, 
Philip  Burroughs, 
R.iiheii  Hall,  Jan., 
C.iiinus  Bartholf, 
(iiliaii  Bartholf,  Jun., 
Stephen  Bartholf, 
'I'liomas  Eagles, 
Jacob  Fegats, 
Oliver  Heady, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr., 
Joseph  Allison, 
Michael  Allison, 
Richard  Sheridan, 
James  Allison, 
Amos  Smith, 
Jonathan  Owen, 
Matthias  Carvey, 
John  Carvey, 
Joshua  Wells, 
William  Carpenter, 
Cesper  Writer, 
Josiah  Seeby, 
I'rancis  Myanjey, 
AVoight  Sinitli, 
Jonas  Wood, 
Caleb  Goldsmith, 
David  Linch, 
Caleb  Smith, 
Obadiah  Smith, 
Benjamin  Gabrelis, 
David  Shephard, 
Thomas  Wood, 
Zephaniah  Drake, 
Increase  Matthews, 
Peter  Miller, 
John  Vancleft, 
James  Gardner, 
Robert  Thomson, 
Israel  Halley, 
John  Little, 
Matthew  Dilling, 
William  Scaly, 
James  Reaves, 
James  Little,  Jun., 
John  Vancleft,  Jun., 
John  Knap, 
Benjamin  Whitaker, 
David  Cooley,  Jan., 
Jonathan  Corny, 
Henry  David, 
Nicolas  Vantassel, 
Saven  Trasey, 
Solomon  Trasey, 
Solomon  Rowe, 
Samuel  Finch, 
Samuel  Reed, 
Solomon  Hoff, 
William  Hoff, 
John  Kimbell, 
Elias  Oldfield, 
Landrine  Eggers, 
Solomon  Finch, 
Benjamin  Wallworth, 
Jam.'S  Master, 
W^illiam  Morris, 
Daniel  Rosegront, 
James  Cleark, 
John  Cannady, 
John  Davis, 
Mical  Duning, 
Joseph  Wilson, 
David  Lowren, 
James  Scoonever, 
James  Steward, 
Moses  Whiteliead, 
Joseph  Steward, 
John  Myars, 
John  Morroson, 
James  Stewart, 
Joseph  Coleman, 
Jonathan  Coleman, 
Joseph  Coleman, 
John  Clark, 
John  Keigles, 
David  St-phans, 
Jeremiah  Trickey, 


William  Kerby, 
Benjamin  Demcrest, 
Peter  Demerest, 
Henry  Clark, 
Orinus  Bartholf, 
James  Bartholf, 
Philip  Redrick, 
Henry  Bartholf, 
Abm.  Dolsen,  Sen., 
William  McCane, 
James  McCane, 
David  Demerest, 
Jacob  Demerest, 
John  Kinman, 
Benjaiiiiii  Atwood, 
Martha  MeConnely, 
William  King, 
Gilbert  Howe'l, 
William  Horton, 
Philip  Horton, 
Christopher  Deker, 
James  McCane, 
Isaac  Hoadly, 
Nathan  Arnout, 
Benjamin  Carpenter, 
John  Thompson, 


C^aleb  Smith, 
Samuel  Knap, 
Charles  Webb, 
Stephen  Smith, 
Rul  if  Van  Brunt, 
Samuel  Chandler, 
Peter  Arnout, 
Samuel  Sawyer, 
John  Conner, 
Matthew  Howell, 
Matthew  Howell,  Jr., 
Jeremiah  Oakley, 
Timothy  Smith, 
Peter  Mann, 
Daniel  Coley,  Jun., 
Anthony  Dobbin, 
Isaac  Dolson,  Jun., 
Thomas  Angel, 
John  Smith, 
William  Huff, 
Isaac  Tracey, 
Jonathan  Rawson, 
Jacob  Cole, 
Elijah  Egars, 
WUliam  Reed, 
Edward  David,  Jun., 
James  Hulce, 
Daniel  David, 
William  Egger, 
Daniel  Egger, 
Mark  Chambers, 
Richard  Halsted, 
David  Cooly, 
John  Carpenter  Smith, 
Anning  Owen, 
Nathaniel  Cooley, 
Jacob  Hulse, 
Joseph  Oldfield, 
Joseph  Halsted, 
Nathan  Roberts, 
Sallicr  David. 
Edward  David, 
John  David, 
John  Sliepherd, 
John  Shepherd, 
Michal  Halsted, 
John  Gerner, 
Gershom  Owen, 
Jacob  Cole, 
Hezekiah  Lowren, 
Samuel  Westbrook, 
George  Cimble, 
Anthony  Westbrook, 
Nathan  Pembleton, 
William  Dill, 
Benjamin  Cole, 
Joshua  Hdl, 
Christopher  .Alyas, 
James  Steward, 
Daniel  Myas, 
Elias  Clark, 
Cornelius  Myas, 
Abraham  Johnston, 
Alexander  Campbell, 
Stephen  Conkling, 
Phineas  Caser, 
Elihu  Horton, 
Daniel  Caser. 
Abel  Jackson, 
Richard  Allison, 
Matthew  Terrel, 
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Nali^iniel  Kudp,  Jr.,  Michuel  Brooks, 

IJamel  Hall,  Jo:fupli  ChiUoii, 

Andrew  Miller,  Null.an  Baily, 

Jimus  Perdhall,  Natl.aiiii^l  H  n ly, 

John  Kinncr,  bolwnuii  Sinilli, 

.VsaVail,  Tlionu,..    K'Mlon, 

Autliony  Swartwood,  Silas  Rally, 

B.-njamm  Hallstcd,  Benj. '> 

Bozalial  Seelv, 
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Siniuul  Hannan, 
B.njan.in  Hill 

KlH-nezc-r  Hally, 
Jabes  Knap, 
Nathaniel  Allison, 
Nathl.  Knap,  Jr., 


Full 


Dun 


Will 


Deri.; 


illy, 


Joshua  Drake 
William  Vail, 
William  Helii 


hrit  Aldridge 
vid  iMapes, 
hua  llubart, 


KuUe 


Benjamin  Jackson, 
David  Miller, 
Francis  GiUo, 
i;eorge  Howell, 
Henry  Dobbin, 
John  McDowell, 
James  Mosier, 
Jonathan  Halleck, 
Janies  Kinner, 
Peter  Townsend, 
John  Miller, 
Joshua  Hallock, 
John  Gardner, 
John  Rhodus, 
John  Mory, 

IIJllS. 

D.iniel  Denton, 
John  Roe, 
Alexander  Jackson, 
Jonas  Denton, 
Joseph  Grummon, 
Daniel  Hally, 

Isaac  Rhodes, 
Barnabas  Horton, 
William  FuUerton, 
Nehomiah  Carpenter,    Gilbert  V.  Ho 
Samuel  Wells,  James  Hanne 

Ant'v  Swartwout,  Sr.,  Jacob  .Swartv 
James  Howell,  Jesse  Owen, 

Nathan  Baily, 

Non-signers,  or  such  as  refuse  to  siyn  :  Donitl  ff'ood, 
Abncr  ff'ood,  Isaac  Aylic,  Jacobus  Dcmcrcst,  Jun.,  Ja- 
aibiis  Demercst,  Eliphukt  ff'ood,  Geon^e  ttood,  David 
Jones,  ff'iUiam  fVkkham,  Colvill  Shci>kcnl,  C/iarles  Bran- 
nun.  Jun.,  Charles  Brunnnn,  Matthew  Dillon,  ^<ehcmiah 
Bailij,  David  Howell,  John  }<eirljernj,  Edc  Newberri/, 
Christopher  Spriitgsteed. 


Isa 

ac  Smith 

Cai 

in  .M   U  .1 

Jic 

obus  Ti.l 

K2cm 

Da 

Oh 

vid  B-'iiji 
ver  .Vni.. 

Th 

ur.ias  Be. 

Hi 

Joi 

i^-li  Dulili 
lathin  A 

He 

nry  J.iy, 

Ur 

Na 

itlianicl  ^ 

Ri. 

chard  Gr 

He 

,ape  Roa. 

James  Fi 


Isaac  C'ooly, 
Abijah  Yeberton, 
Isaac  Rhodes,  Jr., 
Charles  Durland, 
James  Smith, 
William  Drake, 
John  Springsteed, 
Jam.'s  Drake, 
Wilham  Jackson. 


SIGNERS    IN    CORNWALL,   0R:1 


John  Brewster,  Jun, 

„    John   MeWh 

Silas  Benjamin,  Jur 

1.,   Roger  Barto, 

James  Tutliill, 

Samuel  Kete 

Benjamin  Lester, 

Josiah  I'.-U, 

Brewster  Heline, 

John  IVU,  Ji 

Joab  Coleman, 

Obadlah  'I'hi 

Smith  Clark, 

Eleazer  Youi 

Thomas  Clark, 

Stephen  You 

;k  county. 

Dan.rl  D.vr 


Ma 


.-,:.     -1 

.-Mia.,  \uuiij;.,,  Jun. 
Sajiiuel  Racket, 
Reuben  Youngs, 
Micah  Coleman, 
Ephraim  Clark, 
Abimael  Y'oungs,  . 
John  Smith, 
Benjamin  .Maps, 
Bethuel  Maps, 
Isaac  Cooley, 
(iershom  Clark, 
John  Callay, 
Patrick  Cashaday, 
Timothy  Little, 
Janies  Little, 


J. .1.11  Mamii, 
'i'h.Miias  Clark,  Jul 
J,i>t,,s.Sl,.vel.s, 
Davul  Stev.ns, 

J.m.itli.iu  Hallaek, 


Archibald  Lit 
Jonas  Seely, 
Jlaniel  .Majies 
Patrick  Odey, 
Smith  .Mapes, 
Isaiah  Mapes, 
Israel  Hodges 
Samuel  Kniirl 


Jeremiah 
Joseph  W 
Timothy  : 
Thaddi-ns 


Howell, 


Seely, 
S.rly,  Jr., 


Joseph  .Morrell, 
Joseph  Kotcham, 
David  Beggs, 
Timothy  Brewster, 
Isaac  Brown, 
Jesse  Teed, 
Benjamin  Budd, 
James  Davidson, 
Bn.  Craft, 

Nathaniel  Sayre,  Jr., 
David  Clark, 
Riehard   Drake, 
Absoirm  Townsend, 
Silas  lieajamin, 
John  Benjannn, 
Barnabas  Many, 
James  Hall, 
Silas  Hall, 
John  Kellcy, 
Luther  Stuart, 
James  Sayre,  Jan., 
John  Sayre, 
Aaron  Howell, 
John  W.  Clarke, 
Paul  Howell, 
Silas  Howell, 
John  Carpenter, 
Benjannn  Carpenter, 
Birdseyo  Yomi;;, 
Tithv  Carpenter, 


Nrhemiah  Clark, 

William  Nicholson, 
John  McCarty, 
John  Seely, 
.Silvanus  White, 
John  Wood, 
James  Peters, 


Moll 


s  Matthews, 

An 

■Inl.ahl  Little, 

JluKl.  .\Iury, 

Brewster, 

Joll 

latliali  Brooks, 

S.,1,111,1    liartl:- 

lel  Smith, 
am    \lu, 

toplirr  Wuiihizi 

.\..l 

Ihajuri  Satterby, 

W  111.   MeLaii.rl 
D'lr.is  Coll,.";-, 
Willi  111,  1  liven 

1    Mamirvil, 

li   Marvin,' 

.Naiua.l  Curtis, 

:  Vamluz.ir,  Jr., 

i;u 

iKi  .Marvin,  Jun., 

Silvanns  Sayh 

ih  Smith, 

He 

/.ekiah  Howell,  Jr., 

Silas  Coleman, 

-nt  Matthews, 

Pat 

rick  McLaughlin, 

Elijah  Green, 

Matthew  Swcny, 
Hugh  Gregg, 
Jonathan  Tuthill, 
Isaac  Brewster, 
Francis  Tuthill, 


Drake 


Abraliam  llutler, 

John  McClean, 

Maurice  Hearen, 

Z.achariah  Burwell, 

Joshua  Burwell, 

,\ustin  Smith, 

Joseph  Laiiioureu.^, 

James  Smith, 

Henry  Dier,  Sen., 

Joseph  Reeder, 

John  Reed  T, 
William  Reeder, 

Joseph  Reeder,  Jr., 

Josiah  Reeder, 
Eleazer  Taylor, 
Peter  Reeder, 
Stephen  Reeder, 
Jacob  Reeder, 
Silas  Peirson, 
Silas  Peirson,  Jr., 
Richard  Coleman, 
Francis  Drake, 
Benoni  Brock, 
Justis  Hulse, 
Stephen  Howell, 
William  Bradley, 
Nathaniel  Pea.se, 
Charles  Howell, 
E.  Taller, 
William  Cook, 
Thomas  Chatfield, 
James  Wilkins, 
Stephen  Sayles, 
William  Moffct, 
Isaac  .Moffet, 
John  Mofl- 1, 
Daniel  Smith, 
Francis  Vantine, 
Daniel  Jones, 
Alexander  Sutton, 
Thomas  Lenington, 
John  Brooks, 


IKzekiah  Howell, 
Samuel  Moffat, 
Thomas  Hulse, 
Richard  Collingwc 
Silvanus  Halsey, 
Selah  Satterlee, 
Jo>l  Tuthill, 
Henrv  Brewster, 
SiMMi,  I  Tuthill, 


Isaac  Lamour 
John  Lamoure 
John  Limoure 
John  Earll, 
Pter  Earll, 
Simu-1  R.;ed- 


Till 


Brc 


Cli: 


John  Moffat, 
Michael  Kelly, 
Jacob  White, 
William  Gregg, 
John  Leonard, 
Joshua  Philby, 
Silvanus  Bishop, 
Lewis  Donnovan, 
Benjamin  Corey, 
Samuel  Smitli, 
John  Close, 
Frederick  Tobias, 
John  Faren, 
John  Pride, 
Gilbert  Weeks, 
Isaac  Vandusen,  3( 
Joseph  Collmgs, 
Thomas  Colhngs, 
Nathan  Birchard, 
Zebulon  Birchard, 
John  Lightbody, 
Gabriel  Ligblbody, 
Isaac  Lighllioilv, 
Andrew  Lightbody 
James  Lightbody, 
James  Moore, 
Benjamin  Thorne, 
John  Parker, 
Daniel  Ti.ornc, 
Robert  Haighl, 


1  Cooly, 


•ahan 

iU  Tl 

irge  Evrson, 

jmas  Everaon, 

,n  W.  Tuthill, 

eph  Davis, 

Lhaniel  Javne, 


;th. 


Darnel  Jaync 
.loseph  Ilildr 
Phihp  Miller, 
Reuben  Tucker, 
Adam  .'Miller, 
,Iolin  Carpenter, 
i:iij  ill  Carpenter, 
W  illiam  t.'ariieuter, 
David  Wilson, 


sha  Smith, 
ac  Tobias, 


David  Bloomfield, 

Gilbert  Roberts, 

Joseph  Halstead, 

Aaron  De  Grauw, 

Lawrence  Farguson,    Isaac  Vanduzer, 


592 


James  Huff, 
Stephen  Hulse, 
Cieorge  Whitacre, 

Henrv  .Mapes, 
Nathan  Strong, 
Benjamin  Tuthill, 
Timothy  Corwin, 
H -nry  Brewster,  Jr., 
Peter  Lanioureux, 
Luke  Lamoureux, 
Peter  Lamoureux,  Jr. 
.Solomon  Servis, 
James  Ludis, 
Joseph  Vannote, 
Rieliard  Earll, 
Daniel  Rumsev, 
Benjamin  Earll, 
William  Conckling, 
John  Tuthill, 
John  Brook, 

William  Ovens, 
Neal  Anderson, 
Robert  Brock, 
William  Bartlet, 
James  Mitchell, 
Neal  Atiderson, 

James  Overton, 


Moses  Strain, 
Joseph  Petterson, 
James  McClughin, 
Calep  Ashley, 
Thomas  Gregg, 
^^'lllianl  Hooge, 
Benjamin  Chidester, 
Jacob  Vanduzer, 
J.uaes  McGuffack, 
J,rcob  Devo, 
Andrew  Stuart, 
Silas  Crerwiu, 
Thomas  Willet, 
Henry  Atwood, 


Jonathan  Dubois, 
Amos  Wood, 
Daniel  Harrison, 
Thomas  Poicy, 
John  Williams, 
Daniel  Miller, 
Thomas  Herley, 
Togidah  Dickens, 
Joseph  (iold, 
Zaceheus  Horton, 
Samuel  Howard, 
\\  ilhani  Howard, 


Thomas  Lincli, 
Samuel  Strong, 
William  Ayncs, 
George  Galloway, 
Thomas  Oliver, 
O^Noblen, 
John  Smith, 
John  Car, 
Edward  Robben, 
Dariah  Stage. 
Garret  Miller, 
Isaac  Horton. 
Garret  W.llem.  Ju 
David  Causter, 
Hugh  McDonel, 
William  Horton, 


Joshi 


I  Miller 

Wilks. 


cop  Comten,  Jun., 
cop  Comten, 
hoinas  Cooper, 
ines  (.;,dloway, 
..luas  Wagent, 
ilhun  Clark, 


AUn 


James  Wilks,  Jun., 
Richard  Wilks, 
Benj.  Miller, 
James  Mdkr, 
Asa  Buck, 
William  Bell, 
Zophar  Head, 
John  Hall, 
William  Toinson, 
Robert  Miller. 
Benjamin  Call.iy, 
John  Johnson, 
John  McKelvy, 
Henry  Dier, 
Jolin  Waggon, 
Joliu  Wagent, 
Benjamin  Goldsmith, 
Joseph  .Miller, 
Wilham  Comten, 
Philip  Robben, 
Joseph  Stevens, 
Timothy  Oens, 
Samuel  Hall, 


„ore,  Ahr.iham  Sneden, 

n  Thorne,  John  Johnson, 

■ker,  Nathel   Bigs, 

'iiornc,  Adam  Belsher, 

laighl,  Arche.  Concham,  Jr, 
Timothy  Wood, 

Non-signers:  Isaac  Hoircll,  Thomas  Coleman,  Samuel 
Rockwell,  John  f'ellmau,  Silas  Bagley,  James  Jurdin, 
Robert  McAdew,  Josiah  Gilbert,  Ebenczer  Seely,  Tho- 
mas Coin,  Isaiah  Reeve,  Simon  Rumsey,  ff  illiam  fford, 
John  McCoy,  Theophilits  ff'ood,  Thomas  Brigs,  Benja- 
min Deveredge,  Oliver  Faterson,  SoucI  Smith,  Jatncs 
Smith,  George  Leonard,  Hop.  Smith,  Sol.  Tomson,  David 
Smith,  Aaron  Cunningham,  John  Dave. 

Cornwall  PrecinrI,  July  8,  1775. 

Gf.n'tlf.mkn:  The  Cominittee  of  this  Precinct  have, 
nccordinsj  to  the  Resolte  of  your  honourable  Board  of  tiie 
i>9iii  of  May  hist,  olFereil  tlie  Association  to  every  person 
within   their  limits   tiiat  they  could,  and  that  were  proper 
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subjects  to  offer  it  to,  and  have  here  enclosed  it,  signed  by 

a  large  majority.     The   non-signers   are   entered   on  the 

backs  of  the  papers. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Thomas  Moffat,  Clerk. 

Tiie  Hon.  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  President  of  the  Hon- 
ourable Provincial  Congress,  now  sitting  in  ^'eiv-  York, 
or,  in  his  absence,  to  the  President  j))o  ton. 


SIGNF.KS  IN  ORANGE  COUNTY. 


Tiiomas  Smith, 
John  Jee, 
Mattliias  Tyson, 
Silas  Reynolds, 
John  Arkils, 
Vincent  Helmc, 
John  Woolly, 
John  Earll,  Jun., 
James  Arnold, 
Peter  Stevens, 
Daniel  Standley, 
Daniel  Adams, 
William  Obadgc, 
James  Unels, 
Patrick  Ford, 
John  Boucke, 
Amos  Miller, 
William  Miller, 
Amos  Mills, 
John  Barton, 
Silas  Mills,  Jan., 
Charles  Field, 
Jonas  Smith, 
Henry  Mandeville, 
Jacob  Mandeville, 
Francis  Mandeville, 
Francis  Plumested, 
Samuel  Whitmore, 
Amos  Whitmore, 


David  Miller, 
Peter  Reynolds, 
Thomas  Powol, 
Benjamin  Pringle, 
Zabud  June, 
Henry  Cunningham, 
Daniel  Prindle, 
Enos  Prindle, 
Francis  Smitli, 
Thomas  Dearin, 
Henry  Reynolds, 
David  June, 
Oliver  Devenport, 


Jeremiah  Fowler, 

Richard  Sheldon, 

Chester  Adams, 

Martin  Clark, 

John  Celley, 

Joseph  Cantiold, 

Benjamin  Canfield, 

John  Canfield, 

L.  Canfield, 

Richard  Langdon, 

Stephen  Peet, 

John  Crouckhite, 

Andrew  Sherwood, 

William  Sherwood, 

Cornwell  Sands, 

Stephen  C.  Clark, 
Andrew  Southerland,   Joseph  Plumfield, 
James  Southerland,       Reuben  Clark, 
David  Southerland,  3d,  John  Wood, 
Alex.  Southerland,        Stephen  Wood, 
Jolin  Southerland,  Amos  Pains, 

David  Southerland,       Vna.\\  Crawford, 
George  Everit,  John  .Samson, 

List  of  those  that  refused  to  sign  :  David  Sands,  Nathan- 
iel Sands,  Benjamin  Darling,  Moses  Clark,  Langford 
Thorn,  William  Roley. 


Nathan  June, 
Thomas  Lamareux, 
Micah  Seaman, 
Fanton  Horn, 
James  Tuttle, 
Thomas  Devenport, 
Oliver  Devenport, 
Robert  Devenport, 
John  Florence, 
Francis  Miller, 
Thomas  Gilbert, 
Jonathan  Earll, 
John  Haman, 
Alexander  Johnson, 
Samuel  Earll, 
Gideon  Florence, 
Alexander  Galloway, 
Samuel  Raymond, 
Uriali  Wood, 
Amos  Wood, 
Benjamin  Wood, 
John  Wood,  3d, 
Daniel  Wood, 
Joseph  Cupper, 
Joseph  Canfield,  Jun., 
Francis  Welton, 
John  J.  Hammond, 
Solomon  Sites, 
William  Duglas, 
P.itrick  McDonell, 
Elijah  Barton, 
Benj.  Quackenbush, 
William  White, 
James  Scoldfield, 
Thomas  Porter, 
Jacob  Vanduzer. 


IGNERS  IN  HAVEKSTRAW  PRECINCT, 
Thomas  Allison, 
Henry  Hallsted, 
Harnianus  Hoofman, 
Harmanus  Felter, 
Johannes  Deremest, 
James  Hannah, 
Thomas  Dolphen, 
William  Bell, 
Abraham  Polhemus, 
Peter  Snyder, 
Abraham  Blawvell, 
Edward  Cane, 
Ram  Ramson, 
Matthew  Coe, 
Peter  Salter, 
Stephen  Stephenson, 
Thunis  Tallman, 
Andrew  Onderdonk, 
William  Stringham, 
Garret  Paulding, 
Tliunis  Ramson, 
James  Thene, 
Jacob  Archer, 


Robert  Burns, 
Joseph  Knap, 
David  Pye, 
John  Coleman, 
John  Coe, 
Robert  Johnson, 
A'-ry  Smith, 
John  Lent, 
Walter  Smith, 
Jacob  Polhemus, 
John  Smith, 
Walter  Cure, 
Andrew  Onderdonk, 
George  Polhemus, 
Cornelius  Paulding, 
Abraham  Ackerson, 
Thunis  Snedeker, 
Dowey  Tallman, 
John  Wallace, 
Nathaniel  Birmore, 
Thom.-,s  Morall, 
David  Hoofman, 
(iarret  Cole, 


Nathaniel  Towenson,  Joseph  Seamonds, 
Peter  Salter,  Dawey  Tallman, 

Joseph  Wood,  Jr.,         Aurt  Polhemus. 
Harmanus  Tallman,     Jacobus  D.  Clark, 
James  Paul,  George  Ramson, 

Jeremiah  Williamson,  Luke  Stephenson, 


Jacob  Mayers, 
Thunis  Ramson, 
Derick  Vanderbilt, 
Isaac  Dutcher, 
John  Feltar, 
Johannes  Ramson, 
William  Felter, 
Thunis  Tallman, 
Abraham  Tallman, 
Ebenezer  Wood, 
John  Wallace, 
Stephen  Stephensoi 
John  Ferrand, 
(Jarret  Mayers, 
Abraham  'i'how, 
James  Sharp, 
TJieodorus  Sncdeke 
James  Kelly, 
John  Brush, 
Garret  Van  Cleft, 


Jobair  Lawery, 
Cobar  D.  ClaVk, 
Daniel  D.  Clark, 
Johannes  Jenwie, 
Thunis  Tallman, 
Samuel  Wilson, 
Henry  Tenure,  Sen., 
Jacob  Tenure, 
Leonard  Bayle, 
Thomas  Jacks, 
Cobbas  Clark, 
Thomas  Wilson, 
(iilbert  Fowler, 
Peter  Esterly, 
Abraham  Slag,  Jr., 
Jacob  Seacor, 
Isaac  Seacord, 
Jonah  Wood, 
Aurt  Amorman, 
Thomas  Osborn, 


ORANGE  COUNTY. 
John  Toten, 
John  Toten,  Jr., 
Robert  Ackley, 
Richard  Osborn, 
Thomas  Dickings, 
William  Derunde, 
John  Dunscombe, 
Abel  Knapp, 
Jerod  Knapp, 
Jobair  Knapp, 
Thomas  Gilfon, 
Alexander  Giffon, 
Thomas  Kingen, 
Andrew  Onderdonk, 
Johannes  J.  Blawvelt, 
Johannes  Vanderbelt, 
Thomas  Blawvelt, 
Isaac  Blawvelt, 
Andrew  Cole, 
Isaac  Manuel, 
John  Clark. 
Johannes  Blawvelt, 
Jonatiian  Lounsberry, 
Powlas  Hopper, 

Abraham  Blawvelt, 
Reynard  Hopper, 
Abraham  Brower, 
Abr  iham  Koll, 
Daniel  Van  Sichels, 
Albard  Stephenson, 
Petris  Blawvelt, 
Jacobus  Van  Orden, 
Daniel  Marline, 
Henry  Brower, 
Stephen  Stephenson, 
Thomas  Eckerson, 
Adarin  Onderdonk, 
Derckc  Vanderbelt, 

Henry  Torniire, 

John  Ackerson, 
Alexander  Mannell, 
Andris  Onderdonk, 
Rulef  Stephenson, 
John  Van  Dolsen, 
Andrew  Van  Orden, 
Derick  Van  Houten, 


John  Vanderbelt, 
Edward  Ackerman, 
Corpanter  Kell}', 
Jacob  Jirekie, 
John  Martine, 
Thomas  Kelly, 
Garret  Onderdonk, 
Rulef  Onderdonk, 
Mauhel  Ternure, 
Johannes  Defrecs, 
Jeremiah  Martine, 
James  Onderdonk, 
Powlas  Seamonds, 
John  Vorhe.se, 
Jost  Vorhese, 
James  Paul, 
Edward  Jones, 
Johannes  Cole, 
E.William  Kerse, 
J.acob  Kenifen, 
John  Hill, 
Amos  Ilutchins, 
Peter  Kisclar, 
Patten  Jackson, 
Joseph  Allison, 
Cornelius  Cooper, 
(Jilbert  Wilson, 
Samuel  Youmans, 
Abraham  De  Puy, 
John  Thew, 
A.  Hawkes  Hay, 
Daniel  Morall, 
James  Seacor, 
P.aul  Keselar, 
Gilbard  Crumm, 
Ad.arin  Onderdonk, 
John  Parker, 
Robert  Wood, 
James  Carmelt, 
Moses  Chid  Charter, 
John  Johnston,  Jr., 
Rosevelt  Van  Houten, 
RoseveltV.  Houten, 
Jacob  Onderdonk, 
Albard  Onderdonk, 
Garit  Garitson, 
John  Allison,  son  ofdi 
Benjamin  Knapp, 

Jolin  Ellison,  Ct.  son 
Cornelius  Ackerson, 
Richard  Springsteel, 
Thunis  Van  Houten, 
Samuel  Youmans, 
AVillvart  Cooper, 
Johnas  Snedeker, 
Hendrick  Stephens, 
Benjamin  Benson, 
John  Persall,  Jr., 
Peter  Crum, 
James  Rumsey, 
John  Parker,  Jr., 
Salvanus  Mott, 
Thomas  Tillt, 
Henry  Osborn, 
Jacob  Parker, 
Benj.amin  Furman, 
Isaac  Parker, 
Patrick  Gurnee. 
Paul  Vandorvoort, 
John  Gardner, 
Charles  Mott, 
Markel  Mott, 
George  Johnston, 
Gilbart  Hunt, 
John  DeGrote, 
Jolin  Lorillard, 
John  George  Lorald, 
Robert  Allison, 
Rolef  Van  Houten, 
Jacob  Bartholomew, 
Derick  Ackerson, 
John  Springsteel, 
Joseph  Jones,  Jr., 
Powlas  Vandervoort, 
Francis  Girnee,  Jr., 
Isaac  Girnee, 
Isaac  Girnee,  Jr., 
Francis  Girnee,  Isaac' 

son, 
Daniel  Coe, 
Nathaniel  Odle,  Jr., 
John  Graham, 
John  Mead, 
John  Vandervoort, 
John  Hetcock, 
Henry  Mackrel, 
Jonnas  Dele, 
Paul  Persals, 


Adam  Brady, 
John  Johnston, 
Benjamin  Allison, 
William  Concklin, 
Abraham  Garison, 
Claus  Van  Houten, 
Joseph  Allison, 
Harmanus  Trumper, 
John  Allison, 
Chas.  R.  Van  Houten, 
Garit  Snedeker, 
Daniel  Coeklate, 
Stephen  Beans, 
Peter  Allison, 


Wi 


Sla 


Elis  Seacor, 
James  .Seacor, 
Peter  Do  Pue, 
John  Allison, 
William  Dozenborry 
Jonah  Halsted, 
John  Halsted, 
Jonathan  Taylor, 
Benjamin  Jones, 
Peter  Read, 
Jacob  Derunde, 
Timothy  Halsted, 
Daniel  Parker, 
Abraham  Deronde, 
James  Shirlay, 
P.  Van  Houten,  Sen., 
Peter  Van  Houten, 
Abraham  Mayers, 
John  Mayers, 
Jacobus  Mayers, 
Henry  Onderdonk, 
James  WiUson, 
Daniel  Coe, 
Johannes  Trumpcr, 
Abraham  Sorvant, 
Walter  Van  Orden, 

,   Abraham  Herring, 
Patrick  Gillan, 
Isaac  Post, 
James  Wilson,  Jr., 
George  Trumper, 

).  Claus  Van  Houten, 
.Samuel  Youmans, 
Henry  Wood, 

,  David  Morgan, 
Ezekicl  Youmans, 
John  Ackerson, 

Stephenson, 

Philip  Ackerson, 
Thomas  Goldtrap, 
H.  Trumper,  Jr., 
William  Smith, 
John  Commings, 
Joseph  Hunt, 
Cornelius  Smith, 
Benjamin  Holstad, 
Joseph  Johnston, 
Albard  Cooper, 
.Stephen  Girnee, 
Abraham  Onderdonk 
William  Rider, 
Jacob  Mall, 
Andrew  Abrames, 
M.  Vandervoort, 
David  Babcock, 
James  Lame, 
Francis  Gurnee, 
Jacob  Cooper, 
Samuel  Knapp, 
John  Suff'ern, 
Abraham  Reynolds, 
Gasham  Huff, 
William  Crum, 
Samuel  Coe, 
Edward  Holstad, 
John  Osborn, 
John  Vandervoort, 
Jacob  Jones, 
William  Hause, 
Isaac  Coe, 
Peter  Burges, 
David  Halstead, 
Ezekiel  Ward, 

sDavid  Seacor,  Jr., 
John  Seacor, 
John  .Smith,  Jr., 
William  Kempe, 
Abraham  Snyder, 
Henry  Snyder,  Sr., 
William  Snyder, 
Henry  Snyder,  Jr., 
Rev.  Robt.  Burns, 
Philip  Sarvant, 


James  Stwart, 
TImnis  D.  Clark, 
James  Smith, 
Joseph  Concklia, 
Michael  Concklin, 
Abraham  Concklin, 
James  Girnee, 
Edward  Smith, 
John  Smith, 
Isaac  Seacor, 
David  Seacor, 
Daniel  Ward, 
Jacob  Jones, 
Thunis  Cuyper, 
Gilbard  Cuyper, 
John  W.  Cogg, 
Garit  V.  Houten, 
Gaibrel  Fargyson, 
Benjamin  Coo, 
Powlas  Vandervort, 
Samuel  .Sidraan, 
Joseph  Jones, 
John  J.  Coe, 
John  Harper, 
Garit  Ackerson, 
Cornelius  A.  Turk, 
William  Wood, 
Daniel  Coo,  Jr., 
Simond  Trump, 
Jiimes  Osborn, 
,  William  Youman,  Jr., 
James  Christe, 
James  Stagg, 
Abraham  Springsteel, 
Harmanus  Blawvelt, 
Peter  Ackerson, 
Francis  Cline, 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Henry  Ilousor, 
Frederick  Uric, 
David  .Sherwood, 
Stephen  Vorhese, 
Edward  Ackerson, 
Stephen  Smith, 
Samuel  Hunt, 
John  Jeffries, 
Thomas  Dinard, 
Joseph  Seamonds, 
John  Burges, 
John  Hoghen  Camp, 
Abr'm  Stephenson, 
John  Stogg, 
Stephen  Stephenson, 
Mod  Hull  Tenure, 
Lamberd  Smith, 
Peter  Smith, 
Stephen  Stephenson, 
Stephen  Smith, 
Cornelius  Ackerson, 
John  Cuyper, 
Aurt  Amorman, 
William  Stephens, 
John  Slott, 
Jacob  Blawvelt, 
Daniel  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Daniel's 

son, 
Petrus  Blawvelt, 
William  Trumper, 
Johannes  De  Gray, 
Joseph  D.  Clark, 
Paul  Ruttan, 
Harmanus  Snyder, 
Philip  Kcselor, 
Reynard  Gerow, 
Johannes  Blawvelt, 
Elly  Smith, 
John  Jersey, 
Reuben  Hunt, 
Cornelius  Hunson, 
Jeremiah  Vorhes, 
Pawlas  Keselar, 
Peter  Keselar, 
Jobais  Derunde, 
Jacob  Jones, 
Jacob  Cole, 
Siba  Banta, 
John  Noblet, 
Johannes  Meyer, 
Art  Ramson, 
Theodorus  Polhemus, 
Johannes  Polhemus, 
Hendrick  Polhemus, 
Thunis  H.  Tallema, 
Philip  Sarvent, 
Adrian  Sarvent, 
John  Cuiper,  Jr., 
John  D.  Tallman. 


Fourth  Series. — Vol. 


July  11,  1775,  signed  the  Association  and  published 
tlie  same  before  all  the  spectators,  calling  them  to  witness, 
that  we  would  not  countenance  rebellion,  nor  have  any 
hand  in  a  riot,  but  stand  for  King,  Country,  and  liberty, 
agreeable  to  the  Charter,  but  at  the  same  time  disallowing 
taxation   in   any  wise  contrary  to  the  Charter,  and  shatl 
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never  consent  to  taxation  without  being  fully  represented 
with  our  consent : 

Derick  Straws, 
Guysbcrt  F.  Camp, 


Isaac  Sherwood, 
Cornelius  Ue  Gray, 
Alberd  Smith, 
Cornehus  Smith, 
Garit  Smitli, 
Daniel  Gerow, 
C-ornelius  Benson, 
John  Palmer, 
John  Cox, 
Harmanus  Kiselar, 
Peter  Forshce, 


John 
John  Darlington, 
Johannes  Bell, 
John  Van  Horn, 
K.  Ciuackenbose, 
Arry  Blawvclts, 
John  Rureback, 
Abraham  Dcbann, 
Renier  Quackenboss 


Thunis  Enimat, 
Anthony  C'router, 
Jacob  Waldron, 
Thunis  Crunim, 
Peter  Bush, 
Arthur  Johnston, 
David  D.  Ackerman, 
Benjamin  Sicore, 
C'ornelius  Smith, 
Johannes  Forsheo, 
Reynard  House,  Jr. 


The  above  subscribers  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to 
si^n  the  main  or  principal  Association,  (ex.cepi  Isaac  Slier- 
wood,  who  did  conform,)  but  must  have  one  of  their  own, 
as  above.  We  therefore  leave  the  mailer  unio  your  wise 
consideralion,  whether  or  no  it  be  right.  By  order  of  the 
Committee:  John  Colkman,  Chairman. 


A  list  of  the  persons'   names  who 
refused  to  sign  the  Association : 

Roger  Osburn, 
James  Bahcock, 
Nathaniel  Oddlc, 
Thomkins  Oddle, 
Gilbert  Johnston, 
'luysbert  Johnston, 
Abraham  Smith, 
William  Babcock, 
John  Springsteel, 
Benjamin  Osburn, 
Thomas  Ackennan, 
Abraham  Concklin, 
Richard  Osburn, 
Lewis  Concklin, 


ive   ne"lected  or 


I,  wis  Concklin,  Jr., 
John  Concklin, 
Joseph  Concklin, 
f,.  Van  Buskirk, 
Jacobus  Van  Buskirk, 
Jleniy  Wanamaker, 
Peter  Frederick, 
Smiuel  Banta, 
Johannes  Rush, 
Ezekicl  Ferguson, 
Andrew  Haldrom, 
I'eter  Jersey, 


James  R.  O.^burn, 
John  R.  Osburn, 
Haulbrey  Backer, 
John  (ieorge, 
Abraliam  Babcock, 
Samuel  Matthews, 
Benjamin  Osburn, 
iN'athaniel  Osburn, 
Jost  Short, 
John  Secorc,  Jr., 
John  Secore, 
Peter  Stephens, 
John  Weaver, 
Coon  Fridrick, 
Henry  Assler, 
Claus  Corlosh, 
Adam  Deter, 
John  Dobbs, 
Peter  Vandervort, 
Ezekiel  Conkling, 
Isaac  Conkling, 
Jacob  Sarvant, 
Henry  Sarvant, 
A.  Montgomery, 
Jacob  Ackcrson, 
John  Post, 


Moses  Van  Nostrant,    Philip  S 

<;.  Van  Nostrant,  John  Sarvant, 

Daniel  D.  Clark,  Jr 

Simucl  Bird, 

Henry  Tenyck, 

Jamos  Lami),  Sen., 

Cornelius  Crum, 

I.awrance  Johnson, 

John  Johnson, 

Iteynard  House,  Ser 

^VilUam  Dobbs, 


John  Cn 

Henry  Tenick,  Jr., 
Joseph  Hcston, 
Joseph  Knapp, 
Henry  Hoisted, 
John  Rider, 
Joseph  Rider, 
John  Toun,  Jr., 


Samuel  Seacor, 
James  Berea, 
William  Concklin, 
Nicholas  Concklin, 
John  G.  Johnston, 
Jacob  Tenick, 
Isaac  J.  Seacor, 
Lodowick  Shuniaker, 
William  Winter, 
Andris  Pallass, 
Peter  Wanamaker, 
C.  Wanamaker, 
Benjamin  Ackerson, 
S.  Heyman, 
Frederick  Post, 
Isaac  Post, 
Abraham  Post, 
Johannes  Johnston, 
Abraham  Johnston, 
David  Ackerson, 
Jonas  Lodwick, 
John  Post,  Jr., 
Derick  Ackcrson, 
Jost  Buskirk, 
Thomas  Ackerson, 
Jacob  Waldron,  Esq., 
John  Armstrong, 
Edward  Waldron, 
Henry  Hoisted,  Sen., 
Matthew  Ellison, 
John  PoUan, 
Tliomas  Smith, 
John  Town, 
Henry  Warden, 
Andris  Bellis. 
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Col.  Jona.  Hasbrouck 

,  David  Smith, 

Samuel  Westlake, 

Thomas  Palmer, 

Amasa  Matthews, 

Josiah  Ward, 

Isaac  Belknap, 

John  Stratton, 

Silas  (iardncr. 

William  Darhng, 

Absolem  Case, 

Jacob  Gillas, 

Wolvcrt  Ecker, 

Joseph  Dunn, 

William  Kerscadci 

John  Belknap, 

John  Tremper, 

James  Denton, 

John  Robinson, 

(diaries  Willett, 

Jeremiah  Hoel, 

Samuel  Clark, 

Jeremiah  Dunn, 

John  Foster, 

Benjamin  Birdsall, 

William  Lawrence, 

Hope  Mills, 

Joseph  Coahnan, 

Josepli  Hallett, 

John  Gasman, 

Benjamin  Smith, 

Kli  Piil.-v, 

William  Weir, 

James  Waugh, 

Wdliaiii  bliphant. 

Thomas  Fish, 

Abel  B.'Iknap, 

Nelii-iuiah  Taylor, 
Kohrrt  W.augh, 

Wm.  Lawrence,  Ji; 

Moses  Higby, 

John  Kernaghan, 

H  -nry  Cropscy, 

Wiggins  Concklin, 

James  Stickney, 

William  Harding, 

Rob  -It  Bcaty,  Jun., 

Robert  Hamner, 

Jo9<.ph  B.lknap, 

Al.r.ili.un  Johnson, 

Robert  Ro.ss, 

John  Strattou, 

Silas  Spery, 

John  Crowle, 

1,-wis  Holt, 

J:.ni.s  Clirk, 

Obadiah  Weeks, 

Samu^a  Hallock, 

Divid  MiIN, 

Francs  Hamner, 

S  imuel  Spr.iguc, 

fil-hColVr,, 

Wlliain  Itloomer, 

Nicholas  Stephens, 

Jam.-  H.rris. 

Abraham  (iarrison 

Johannes  Snider, 

Thoi.i  IS  H.,gam.an, 

James  Mansion, 

Benjamin  Robin.-ion, 

William  Dunn, 

S.amu,:l  i;anli,rT, 

Andrew  Sprague, 

Nehemiah  Carpenter, 

,    Anning  Sn.illi, 

Kmjamin  Robinson, 

I.onaril  Smith, 

Jacob  Winner, 

Thomas  B-a(y, 

William  Day, 

Tunis  l)„l.son. 

Solo.  Buckingham, 

John  Wau.lie, 

Richanl  AlberL^oii, 

William  Bowdi.sh, 

Abil  Thr.ill. 

li-iilamin  Lawrenc 

Jonathan  Belknap, 

Burroughs  Holems, 

.Faeol)  Morewise, 

Jacob  Trempcr, 

Samuel  Bond, 

liielKinl  Du.kiiigh 

Abraliam  Smith, 

Thomas  t-anipbell. 

D.UH.d  Morewis,-, 

Cornelius  Wood, 

Jonalhan  <  Iweii, 

John  Lawrence, 

Lewis  ciarki 

Jehiel  Clark, 

Georgo  Hack, 

Jonathan  Swett, 

Reuben  Holems, 

John  Shaw, 

Reuben  Tookor, 

Nathaniel  Colman 

Cornel.  Hasbrouck, 

D.v.dB.lkuap, 

George  Lronar.l, 

Isaac  PMiiolt. 

Daiu-I  niidsall. 

Elnnthan  Tost  -r, 

James  D<mott, 

Rob,  ,1  Lo.kwood, 

Stephen  Abbert-lo 

Harmanus  Ryckman, 

BenjaM.ii,  Knapp, 

Neal  :\IeL.-an, 

William  Palmer, 
William  Abbertson, 
John  McGreger, 
Wilham  Mitchell, 
Silas  Leonard, 
Martin  Wygan, 
William  Foster, 
William  Wilson, 
William  Stillwell,  Jr 
Peter  Danally, 
Charles  Tooker, 
Paul  Pinkim, 


David  Gi 
John  Dii 
John  .<=!til 


Lemuel  Concklin, 
Isaac  Brown, 
Peter  Tilton, 
John  Donagiiy, 
Stevanis  Stephenson, 
John  Griggs, 
Samuel  Smith, 
Jeremiah  Ward, 
William  Ward, 
William  Rusel, 
Phincas  Curwin, 
Moses  Hunt, 
Samuel  Sand, 
Jarol>  Concklin, 


Thaddeus 
Jacob  My 


n  Darby, 
iiith. 
Smith, 


John  Saunders, 
George  Westlake, 
Burgar  Wygan, 
Tunis  DoL-on, 
Tunis  Kcsler, 
Hugh  Quigley, 
Daniel  Darby, 
Isaac  Brown,  Jr., 
H.zekiah  Wyatt, 
William  Whitehead, 
Daniel  Goldsmith, 


Nathaniel  Weed, 
John  Weed, 
David  Duboice, 
Arthur  Smith, 
Isaac  Fowler,  Jr., 
Stephen  Outiiian, 
Samuel  Stratton, 
Joseph  Carpenter, 
William  .\IeCannan, 
Daniel  Thurstin, 
John  Fowler, 
Daniel  Rudgard, 
Daniel  Clark, 
Isaac  Donalson, 
William  Concklin, 
Charles  Tooker, 
John  Smith, 
Isaac  Fowler, 
William  Wright, 
William  White, 
Daniel  Kniffin, 
(Jillird  Cous, 
'l-homas  Orr, 
Robert  Morrison, 
John  Dolson, 
Leonard  I^wis. 


The  names  of  those  persons  who  have  not 
Association  : 


Nehemiah  Fowler, 
Thomas  Fowler, 
Stephen  Wiggins, 
Isaiah  Purdy, 
Gilbert  Piirdy,* 
Nathan  Purdy, 
John  Wiggins,* 
Jonathan  Pine, 
Samuel  Fowler,* 
Joseph  Cope, 
James  Leonard," 
Morris  Flewelling, 
Joseph  Headley, 
Benj.  Lewis, 
Daniel  Dorland, 
Daniel  Denton,* 
Daniel  Denton,  Jr., 
Nathan  Purdy,  Jr., 

Those  marked 


Daniel  Purdy, 
Daniel  Purdy,  Jr., 
Stephen  Wood,* 
Abel  Flewelling,* 
Joseph  Penny, 
John  Hendrick, 
Isaac  Barton,* 
William  Roach, 
David  Horton, 
Theophilue  Moger 
Jonas  Totten,* 
Hazael  Smith, 


ned  the 

George  Merritt,' 
John  Morrel, 


Adam  Patrick, 
Moses  Knapp, 
Jacob  Fry, 
David  Wyatt, 
Gabriel  Travis,* 
James  Perry, 
John  Wiggins,  Jr., 
Samuel  Denton, 
James  Patterson, 
David  Gedney, 
Anthony  Beatlebron,*  Joseph  Gedney,  Jr., 
Jonathan  Bunbridge,     Daniel  Gedney, 
Daniel  Hains,*  George  Devoll, 

Peter  Aldrige,  Thomas  Orr,  Jr., 

Daniel  Runnels,  George  Elmes, 

John  Flewelling,*  John  Elmes. 


lave,  on  liie  14th  o^July,  1775,  sworn 
to  abide  by  the  measures  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Whereas  we,  the  subscribers,  have  refused  to  sign  the 
Association  within  the  lime  limited  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
giess ;  and  w  hereas  our  troubles  with  the  Mother  Country 
continue  to  increase,  and  we  are  now  convinced  that  we 
have  no  other  alternative  left  but  to  repel  force  by  force,  or 
submit  to  be  slaves.  Sensible  that  this  is  our  deplorable 
situation,  and  in  order  to  continue  to  link  our  chain  of  friend- 
sliip  still  more  firm,  and  to  convince  our  friends,  and  the 
[nends  of  American  liberty  in  general,  we  do  hereby  solemn- 
ly and  sincerely  swear,  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  that  we 
will  from  hence  heartily  agree  and  consent  to  whatsoever 
our  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses  have  or  may 
do,  direct,  ordain,  and  appoint,  for  the  preservation  of  our 
constitutional  liberties,  and  that  we  will,  as  much  as  in  us 
lies,  discourage  the  spirit  of  opposition  that  has  too  unhap- 
pily prevailed  in  some  parts  of  this  Country;  that  we  will, 
from  time  to  time,  bear  and  pay  our  quota  of  all  expenses, 
with  the  rest  of  oiu-  brethren  in  America,  that  have  already 
or  hereafter  may  accrue,  in  defending  our  liberties  afore- 
said. And  we  do  hereby  further  swear,  that  we  make  this 
declaration  an<i  oath  of  our  own  free  will  and  voluntary 
consent;  and  in  testimony  whereof,  we  have  have  hereunto 
set  our  hands  this  14tli  dayof  Ju/y,  A.  D.  1775. 


James  Leonard, 
(Joorge  Harding, 
John  Truesdill, 
Daniel  Gedney, 
Stephen  Wood, 
Thomas  Ireland, 
Daniel  Hains, 


Daniel  Reynolds, 
Samuel  Dewine, 
Isaac  Barton, 
(iabriel  Traverse, 
Samuel  F.nvl.T, 
Jonas  Tott.-n, 
Daniel   D.'iiton, 


James  Denton, 
<;ilb,-rt  Purdv, 
George  .Meri^ill, 
John  Flcwellin<r, 
John  Wig-ins, 
Abel  Flewelling, 
Am  ho.  B-etel  Bri 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Precinct  o( Neivhurgh,  on  Thurs- 
day, the  Gib  o(  .full/,  1775,  in  compliance  with  a  resolve 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Nctc-  York,  requesting  us,  by 
the  15ili  of  this  instant,  to  make  a  return  of  the  Associa- 
tors,  together  with  those  that  have  not.  We  lament,  gen- 
tlemen, that  it  is  our  unhappincss  that  there  is  such  a  number 
of  the  latter,  and  a  number  among  them,  who  are  the  most 
daring,  presumptuous  villains,  often  threatening  lives,  pro- 
perties, and  individuals,  damning  Congresses  and  Commit- 
tees, declaring  they  will  join  our  enemies,  if  opportunity 
presents,  and  by  the  general  spirit  they  discover,  we  con- 
ceive our-elves  exposed  to  their  bloody  iirinciple'',  luilcss 
some  method  can  be  fillen  upon  for  the  piovenling  them  in 
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carrying  into  execution  their  wicked  design,  which  we  suh- 
niit  to  your  wisdom,  conceiving  ourselves  safe  under  your 
wise  protection. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  that 
have  associated,  and  those  that  have  not.  By  order  of  the 
Committee:  Wolvekt  Eckek,  Chairman. 

To  Fctcr  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  JScw-York. 


SIGNERS   I 
J.  Wesbiook,  Jr., 
Petrus  Cole, 
Artliur  Van  Tuyle, 
Wilhclmus  Weslael, 
Jacobiis  Vanfliet  Jr., 
Aldert  Oosterlioudt, 
Joliannes  Decker,  Jr. 
Benjamin  Co.x, 
Mo.scs  Kortreght, 
Jacob  Quick, 
John  Prys, 
Jacobus  Hanaken, 
Timothy  Wood, 
Benjamin  Wood, 
Levi  Decker, 
(;.  Badcock, 
Samuel  Davis, 
Nicliola6  Slyter, 


MINISINK,  ORANGE   COUNTY. 

Thomas  Hart, 


James  Carpenter, 
Reuben  Jones, 
Isaac  Upthegravo, 
A.  Van  Etten, 
Johannes  Wesbrock, 
Solomon  Cuykendal, 
John  Bennet, 
Simon  Westfael, 
Martinus  Decker, 
Petrus  Cuykendal, 
Isaac  Davis, 
Benjamin  Boraan, 
Silvester  Corlreght, 
George  Quick, 
Nehemiah  Patisan, 
Jacob  Schoonhoven, 
Jacobus  Vanfliet, 
Wilhclmus  Cole, 


Levi  Van  Etten, 
Petrus  Decker, 
John  Van  Tuyl, 
Daniel  Cole, 
Asa  Astley, 
S.  Kuykendal,  Jr., 
John  Van  Tuyl, 
Benjamin  Corson, 
Daniel  Kortcght, 
Martynes  Decker,  Jr 
Joel  Wcsbrook, 
Epiuaim  Middagli, 
Daniel  St.  John, 
Esee  Brown, 
A.  C.  Van  Aken, 
Jacobus  Davis. 


Daniel  Lawrence, 
David  .\ljea, 
David  Lawrence, 
Albert  Aljea, 
Edward  Briggs, 
Gerret  Blawvelt, 
Kaspanus  Conklin, 
Avery  Campbell, 
Ram  Boll, 
Abraliam  Conklin, 
Janu's  Jacklin, 
Spedwell  Jackl 


SIGNERS  IN  ORANGE  TOWN. 

Abi 


1  Po..t, 
Jacob  Wilier, 
ftticlial  Cornelison, 
Jacobus  Deklark, 
WiUiam  Martin, 
Daniel  Vorhes, 
Abm.  Onderdunck, 
Jones  Torrel, 
Abraliam  Tallman, 
Daniel  Onderdunck, 
Jacob  Conklin, 
William  Boll,  Jr.. 


Har.  Talhuan,  Jr., 
Pet-r  Retan, 
John  Westevelt, 
Johannes  Vauhouten, 
J.  Vanhouten,  Jr., 
Ilarman  Tallman, 
John  Rycher, 
Jacob  Ackerson, 
Adreaen  Onderdunck, 
Conrad  Gravenstine, 
Abraliam  Mabei,  Jr., 
Nathaniel  Lawrence,    Abraham  Mabie,  John  Gissenar,  Jr. 

These  are  the  names  of  the  persons  who  have  signed 
the  General  Association.    A  true  copy  from  the  original, 
taken  and  compared  by  me.    Per  order  of  the  Committee  : 
Thomas  Outwater,  Chairman. 

Orange  Town,  July  17,  1775. 

These  are  to  certify  that  each  and  every  of  the  persons 

hereinafter  named,  to  wit:  Matthew  Steel,  Johannes  Ferry, 

Isaac  G.  Blawvelt,   Jacob  C.   Ackerson,  Kals  Bogard, 

Cisehcrt  K.  Bogard,  Demies  Sncidiiig,  Robert  Sneeding, 

Jessey   Sneeding,   Samuel  Sneeding,    William   Sneeding, 

George  31an,  and  Jacob  Gissenar,  inhabitants  of  the  Town 

of  Orange,  and  every  one  of  them  of  full  age,  have  refused 

and  neglected  to  sign  the  General  Association.    Per  order 

of  the  Committee :        rp.  n,  r^L   ■ 

Ihomas  Ol'twater,  Lhuirman. 


DUTCHESS    county. 

Agreeable  to  adjournment  to  this  day,  being  tlie  1.5ih  of 
August,  1775,  we  met  at  the  house  of  Jacob  Griffin,  in 
order  to  make  a  reiurn  of  the  persons  who  signed  tlie  As- 
sociation and  those  who  refused,  viz:  Those  who  signed — 

Theuds.  Van  Wyck,     John  A.  Brinckerhofl;  Jacob  Du  Bois,  .Tr., 

John  Briuckerhoff,       John  WyckoiT,  Gabriel  Hughson, 

Zachs.  Van  Voorlies,    James  Denton,  David  Barker, 

Gerret  Storm,  William  Clanker,  Henry  Van  Tesscl, 

Cornelius  Sebring,        George  Brinckerlioff,  Christian  Du  Bois,  Jr., 

DirekG.Biinckerhoff",  Adrian  Brinckerhoff,  Ahas.  Elsworth, 

]>  .iii.d  Ter  Boss,  Abraham  Ter  Boss,  Jacob  Brinckerhoff, 

Richard  Van  Wyck,     John  H.  Sleght,  William  Holmes, 

William  Van  Wyck,     Jacobus  Do  Graef,  Thomas  Ostrander, 

Jnticph  Ilorton,  John  Myer,  Godfrey  Heyn,, 

Johannes  Wiltse,  Jolin  G.  Brinckerhofl;  N.  E.  Gabriel, 

Gores  Storm,  John  Langdon,  Abraham  Morrell, 

T.  Van  Wyck,  Jr.,        Goorge  Adriance,  Geo.  J.,  Brinckerhoff, 

Harvey  M.  Morris,        George  Elsworth,  Christopher  Rawn, 

Henry  Godwin,  Hendrick  Bocrum,  James  Weekes, 

Thomas  Storm,  Daniel  Schenck,  Isaac  Van  Wyck, 

Jonathan  Langdon,  Corxielius  Smith, 

William  Fisdalc,  Hugh  Conner, 

Joseph  Griffin,  Andw.  T.  Lawrence, 

Daniel  Johnson,  Nathl.  Fairchild, 

John  Meynema,  Samuel  Gosline, 

Abm.  Van  Voorhis,  John  Berray, 


John  Adriance, 

Henry  Schenck, 

Jacob  Swartwout, 

Corns.  Van  Wyck,  J 

Isaac  Sebrmg, 

Abm.  Brinckerhoff, 

Roelef  Schenck, 

.\braham  Schenck, 

L.  E.Van  Bunschoten,  Peter  Tor  Bush, 

Isaac  Ter  Boss,  John  Jewell,  Jr., 

Jacob  Griffin,  Alexander  Turner, 

James  Snediker,  James  Anning, 

Aaron  Brown,  William  Ward, 


Hendk.  Hardenburgh,  James  Cooper, 


Bedell 


John  Cooper, 
James  Barnes, 
John  Ter  BusJi, 
Cornelius  AdriancOj 
Abm.  De  Foreest, 
Thomas  Simonton, 


Joseph  McCord, 
John  Cooper, 
Richard  King, 
Jacob  Van  Voorhis,  Jr 
Jonathan  Haieht, 
Israel  Kniffin, 
Daniel  Knitlin, 
Jonathan  Kniffin, 
Walter  Hyer, 
Adrian  Bogert, 
Moses  Akerly, 
Luke  Tor  Boss, 
James  Miller, 
Cornelius  Osborne, 
Nicholas  Brower, 
Matthias  Clark, 
Nicholas  Brower,  Jr. 
John  Wright, 
Charles  Brewer, 
John  Ackerman, 
John  Walters, 
James  Rathbun, 
Setli  Chase, 
Adolphus  Brower, 
David  Brower, 
Cornelius  Brower, 
Jacob  Brower, 
Deriah  Hoogland, 
William  Haskiii, 
Peter  Hortoir, 
Jesse  Bedell, 
Martin  Schenck, 
Peter  .Monfoort, 
Matthias  Horton, 
Johans.  De  Witt,  Jr., 
Mat.Van  Bunschoten, 
Abm.  Van  Wyck, 
Steph.  Brinckerhoff, 
Geo.  Brinckerhoff, 
John  Scoutcn, 
Joseph  Balding, 
J.Scouten,son  of  Jurry 
Jacobus  Emails, 
James  Brown, 
Moses  Barber, 
Abm.  L.  Ijosee, 
Samuel  Swartwout, 
John  Swartwout, 
WiUiam  Scouten,  Jr., 
Daniel  Rayner, 
Robert  Brett, 
John  Smith, 
Jacob  Balding, 
Caleb  Cornell, 
Isaac  Storm, 
Henry  Rosekrans, 
Benjamin  Rosekrans, 
Stephen  Osborne, 
Simon  S.  Schouten, 
Danl.G.  Wright,  Jr., 
Joseph  Wiltse, 
Geo.  Van  Wei-keren, 
Piatt  Rogers, 
Tlieods.  Adriance, 
Micah  Rogers, 

John  Lawrence, 

Jeremiah  Bedell, 

Joseph  Fowler, 

Jacobus  Swartwout, 
Gideon  Way, 
Merinus  V.  Vlaikren, 
Henry  Ostrander, 

John  Luyster, 
TimoOiy  Saikrydcr, 
Zacharias  Boss, 

John  Bush,  Jr., 

Josiah  Hallstead, 

Peter  Noorstrant, 

Jeremiah  Martin,  Jr., 

Peter  Snyder, 

John  Gray,  Jr., 

Gershom  iMartine, 

Amos  Nettletoii, 

John  Bennitt, 

Elihu  Emmitt, 

Ab.  H.  Van  Amburgli, 

Jesse  Biker, 

James  Thurston, 

Joseph  Parker, 

Stephen  Thaiker, 

Abraham  Gray, 

John  Baker, 

Jeremiah  Ranny,, 

David  .Mowry, 

Joseph  Lee, 

Simon  Bise, 

William  Lane, 

Ezra  Mead, 

Jame  Innes, 

Isaac  Smith, 

Peter  Hulst, 

David  Bennett, 

David  Horton, 

William  Wright, 

Daniel  Canfield, 

Sabure  Main, 

Johans.  Brinckeriioff, 


Andw.  Van  Hyning, 
Abm.  Van  Amburgli, 
Moses  Saikryder, 
,  James  Rosekrans, 
Stephen  Doxey, 
Direk  Hegerman, 
Jonathan  Talmage, 
Solomon  Saikryder, 
Joshua  Hicks, 
Martin  Smith, 
liobcrt  Rogers, 
Thomas  Wright, 
William  Baker, 
Daniel  Wright, 
John  Watts, 
Johans.  De  Witt, 
Albert  Carley, 
Henry  Van  Voorhis, 
Martin  AVUtse, 
H.  Rosekrans,  Jr., 
James  Kilburne, 
Dirck  Brinckerhoff, 
Zebulon  Southard, 
Evert  W.  Swart, 
John  Bloodgood, 
Walter  Moodey,  Jr., 
John  Johnson, 
Simon  Ter  Bush, 


Thorn  Pudn 


Stephen  Peudy, 
Henry  Carpenter, 
John  Ter  Bush, 
Abraham  Schutta, 
Cornelius  Sebrmg, 
John  Pudney, 
Cornelius  Ter  Bush, 
David  Lyons, 
Edward  McKeeby, 
Theods.  Brett, 
,John  McBiide, 
Ol.adiah  W.Cooper, 
Tiniotbv  .Mount, 
Jonas  .Southard, 
James  Reynolds, 

Tunis  Du  Bois, 
James  Green, 
Obadiah  J.  Cooper, 
Peter  Klump, 
Abm.  Van  Ty"Si 
Jacob  Van  Voorhis,  Jr. 
Myndert  Cooper, 
John  Runnels, 
Thomas  Bump, 
Christopher  Schutts, 
Silvinus  Pine, 
Isaac  H.  Ter  Boss, 
William  Somerdike, 
Philip  Pine, 
Nathan  B.iily, 
John  Pullick, 
Austin  Fowler, 
David  Pellit, 
John  Southard, 
Duncan  Graham, 
Elesa  Du  Bois, 
James  Duncan, 
Caleb  Briggs, 
James  OslDUrn, 
Isaac  Hegeman, 
Jacobus  Degroff, 
E.  E.Van  Bunschoten, 
John  De  Groot, 
J  no.  Van  Bunschoten, 
Robert  Todd, 
Bernd.J.VanKleek, 
Jacobus  De  Graff,  Jr., 
Jacobus  Sleght, 
Moses  Vanelin, 
.\dam  Dates, 
William  Stantonv 
William  Teatsort, 


Simon  Leroy,  Jr., 
John  Leroy, 
Jacob  Lane, 
Thomas  Yeumans, 
Constine  Gulnack, 
Johans.  Hooghteling, 
Clement  Cornwell, 
Peter  Deets,  ' 
Francis  Leroy, 
Abm.  Westervelt, 
Jost  Westervelt, 
James  Howard, 
t'ornelius  Griffin, 
William  Griffin, 
James  Vandewater, 
Dolf  .Swartwout, 
(Jarret  Beneway, 
Jeremiah  Var  Velen, 
Thomas  Pinkney, 
Henry  Marten, 
Barthol.  Hogeboom, 
Charreik  Van  Keuren, 
David  Dutcher, 
Deminicus  .Monfoort, 
James  Rymden, 
-A-ndrcw  Ostrara, 
John  Ostram, 
Frederick  Rosekrans, 
Peter  Van  Dewater, 
BareutB.VanKloek, 
Scvaris  Van  Kleek, 
Francis  Van  Dewater, 
John  Van  Valin, 
Peter  Polmeteir, 
Lawrence  Conklin, 
Herman  Ryiiden, 
John  Rosekrans, 
Thomas  Johnson, 
Francis  Way,  Jr., 


Joshua 


lith. 


ider. 


Aaron  Brown,  Jr., 
-■Vbraham  Ladu, 
Cornelius  Swartwout, 
(iilbert  Lane, 
William  Swartwout, 
James  Swartwout, 
Samuel  Roberts, 
Ebenczor  Clark, 
AVaiiain  Lane, 
Joseph  Totten, 
Andrew  Hdl, 
Johannes  Sharrie, 
Jeremiah  Jones, 
Lawrence  Haff, 
Peter  Outwater, 
Daniel  Outwart, 
T.  Van  Bunschoten, 
Samson  Smith, 
Albert  Tirhuni, 
Abm.  Duryee,  Jr., 
John  Tirhum, 
James  Culver, 
Dennis  Culver, 
James  Culver,  Jr., 
PeterVan  Bunschoten, 
Jacob  Van  Bunschoten, 
Henry  T.  Wiltsey, 
John  Tappen, 
James  Davison, 
Henry  Burhanse, 
AV'illiam  Hogclandt, 
Abijah  Patterson, 
Daniel  Ttrlium, 
Abraham  A.  Lent, 
Tunis  Skeet, 
Cornelius  Verwie, 
Hugh  Liughlin, 
Francis  Hegeman, 
John  Culvert, 
Abraham  Crouckheit, 
John  Jewell, 
Isaac  Jewell,  Jr., 
C^oniclius  Wiltse, 
Heiniiihig  Higby, 
Peter  Lent, 


Jacob  Cole, 
Abraham  Sleght, 
Michal  Hoffman, 
Teunis  Wilsen, 
Isaac  Cole, 
Peter  Stienbergh, 
Gideon  Ver  Velon, 
Moses  De  Graff, 
Henry  Buys, 
Peter  Van  Kleek,  Jr., 
Jeremiah  Mead, 
Henry  Pelts, 
Jacob  Backer, 
Jacob  Coapman, 
Barent  Dutcher, 
Boltcs  B.  Van  Kleek, 
John  Leroy,  Jr., 
Henry  Bell, 
Jurrie  Hoffman, 
Jacob  Niffer, 
P.  Van  Dervoort,  Jr., 


Adri 


Johannes  Bos.^ 
Richard  Griffin, 
Steph.  Van  Voorhis, 
Jacob  Buys,  Jr., 
John  L.  Losee, 
Jacob  Horton, 
Corns.  Ostrander, 
Richard  Comfort, 
.\braliam  .Shear, 
William  Barnes, 
Frederick  Scutt, 
Jcromus  Van  Voorhis, 
Ram  .Idrianee, 
Ram  J.  Adriance, 
John  Devoe, 
Jac's  C.  Swartwoudt, 
Peter  Robinson, 
Moses  .Shaw, 
Jacobus  Van  Dewater, 
Zach.  Van  Voorhis,  Jr 
William  Brock, 
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Jacob  Dubois,  Isaac  Jewell 

Jacob  Van  Dervoort,     (Jeorge  Bloom, 


Jacob  King, 
Jolin  Hutchins, 

John  Dorlon,  Peter  Mycr, 

James  Wildeo,  Jobn  Coffin, 

William  Wildeo,  Coonradd  Appelye, 

Richard  Avery,  Joshua  Bifboj^ 

Jolui  Rosokrans,  William  V  an  I  yne, 

Isaac  Hutchins,  .Sylvester  Bloom, 

John  Yurkse,  John  Van  Sulen, 

Abin.  Van  Wackere,  John  Kipp, 

Jacob  Hutchins,  William  Brooks, 

Thomas  Way,  Jacob  Van  Tassell, 

Abm.  Ue  Witt,  Stephen  Bates, 

John  Philips,  Daniel  David, 

Elbert  Mumfort,  Isaac  Griffin, 

Danl.  Van  Voorliis,  Peter  Montross, 

George  Jewell,  Isaac  Holmes, 

John  Noorstrant,  Aaron  Shute, 

Peter  Schoonhove,  Richard  Jackson, 

Joslma  Griffin,  Dirck  Hardenburgh, 

Isaiah  Wilde,  P.ter  J.  Monfoort, 

Isaac  Southard,  Timotliv  Talnian, 

William  Winslow,  IVter  Dupung, 

John  Griffin,  William  Ciishman, 

Jolm  Vandevoort,  (Jarret  Handenburgh 

Daniel  Shaw,  Tobias  Mabie, 

Peter  Fitz  Simmons,  John  Bogardus, 

Nathan  Burnes,  Samuel  Somes, 

John  Vermillie,  Nathaniel  Somes, 

Pochard  Osborn,  Jonathan  Terry, 

Peter  Johnson,  Jr.,  Ralf  Phillips, 
Richard  Jewell. 

A  list  of  persons  in  Dutchess  County  wlio  refused  to 
sign  the  Association  : 

OF  CAPTAIN    JIEGANAN'S  COMrASV. 

Barent  A.  Van  Kleek,  Albert  Monfoort, 
William  Baker, 
llrean  Terwilger, 
Jorcs  Middagh, 
Daniel  Cole, 


Jolm  Tarpanning, 
John  Jast  .Snider, 
Jolm  Crandle, 
James  Medagli, 
Micliaa  Cock, 

OF  CAPTAI 

John  Hoisted,  Lieut. 
Jacob  Wright, 
Joseph  Morss, 
Benjamin  .Snyder, 
Oliver  Peck, 
William  Cure, 
Joseph  Ferinton, 
Joseph  Merrilt, 
Johannes  Devoc, 
Joseph  Smith, 
Joseph  Rol)ison, 
Ebenezer  Pellit, 
Peter  Boss, 
Richard  Yeats, 


Benjamin  Roc, 
Henry  Hains, 
Lawrance  Liwrance, 
Jonas  Canniff, 
Edward  Churchill, 
Samuel  Tedd, 
William  Roe, 
James  Miller, 
John  Phillips, 
Daniel  Annh.g, 
Daniel  Ward, 
William  Barker, 
John  Parks, 
Peter  Bogardus,  Jr., 
Jolin  Davis, 
William  Earls, 
Peter  Bogart, 
Francis  Way, 
William  Fowler, 
Corns.  Brhickerhoff, 
Dennis  MeShebeey, 
Isaac  Veal, 
Robert  McCutchin, 
Robert  Nichkilson, 
Elias  Concklin, 
Jesse  Purdy, 
Joseph  Ogden, 
Andrew  Renvells, 
William  Ardem. 


Henry  Cailcii, 
Peter  Biirlians, 
William  Rogers. 


(iorret  Nostrand, 
Johannes  Voorhes, 
Abraham  Philps, 
Henry  Pliilps,  Jr., 
Peter  Philps, 
Jacobus  Philps, 
Elias  Van  Voorhces, 
Richard  Southard, 
Richard  Southard.Jr. 
Thomas  Southard, 
Gilbert  SoutUard, 
Daniel  Southard, 


STEPHEN  BRINKEnUOOF' 

Ezekle  Main, 
Levi  Winter, 
Joseph  Winter, 
Tunis  Kranchitc, 
William  Goodfellow, 
Isaac  Wright, 
Benjamin  Doty, 
Jonathan  Lee, 
I!,.i,j,Ln,in  Ogden, 
Kavid  Ro-, 
Joshua  Odlc, 
.Semeon  Losec, 
Philip  Koens, 
Thomas  Baker, 

PTAIN    southard's  COMP; 

Thomas  Poyer, 
Robert  Bogardus, 
Incrcise  Mills, 
I!ul>..rt  Mills, 
Mnirv  Mills, 
Samuel  Mills, 
Jesse  Purdy, 

Francis  R.  Britt, 
Jeremiah  Cooper, 
Jonas  Halsted, 


John  Bedle,  Captain, 
John  Schutt,  Lieut., 
F.  Hasbrook,  Lieut., 
George  Van  Nostrand, 

Ensign, 
James  F.  Way, 
Endrew  J.  Schonten, 
Benjamin  Gerox, 
John  Linabeck, 
Jacobus  Jno.  Schutt, 
Enoch  Purdy, 
Joseph  Burroughs, 
John  S.  I.angdon, 
Joseph  Wood, 
Joseph  Carey, 
Isaac  Wood, 
Oliver  Larduex, 
Thomas  Craft, 
Petor  Dubois, 
Nathaniel  Luduex, 
Johannes  Swartwout, 
Joseph  Winn, 
(iabrial  Thomkins, 
William  Winn, 


MN  JOII.N   BEDLK  S  COMI 

Benjamin  Lisk, 
John  Lisk, 
Stephen  Weekcs, 
Abraham  Maley, 
Matthew  Cure, 
.Samuel  Cure, 
Matthew  Buis, 
Nicholas  Storm, 
Peter  Storm, 
Ges.som  Bounds, 
William  Goslin, 
Abraham  Nefuss, 
George  Nefuss, 
Isaac  Giou, 
John  Wood, 
Abraham  Young, 
J.ihn  Aulgelt, 
William  Aulgelt, 
Thomas  Swartwout, 
Marvin  Rowland, 
Thomas  Wood, 
Joseph  Post, 
.Samuel  Kichim, 
N.ath'l  Gilderslceve, 
John  Carey,  Sr., 


TTMIAS  LYSTER'S  CO.MPASV. 

Stephen  Tliorn,  John  Herremans, 


;  CO.MPANT. 

Jessey  Baker,  Jr., 
Johannes  Storm, 
Cliristopher  Winter, 
Stephen  Stolker, 
Benjamin  Ellis, 
Phiiiip  Morse, 
Joseph  Halsted, 
Daniel  Ilaasbroock, 
Thomas  Martin, 
Thomas  Carman, 
John  Miller,  Lieut,  of 

Captain  Lodinton. 
Zebulon  Gray, 
Silas  Brown. 


Philip  Shoaf, 
Thomas  Gibson, 
Peter  Brogardus, 
Isaac  Vealey, 
Thomas  Sprage, 
Jacob  Rider, 
Jeremiah  Green, 
John  Covert, 
Benjamin  Munger 
Leviah  Ada  iocs, 
Thomas  Miller. 


Abr'm  V.an  Hyning, 
Ambrose  Laling, 
Abraham  Gerrison, 
Abraham  Purdy, 
John  J.  Wood, 
John  J.  .Schouten, 
Charles  Vcnson, 
Henry  Schouten, 
Mar.  J.  Van  Vlaren, 
Reuben  Gerroson, 
John  Peck, 
Lawrence  Daily, 
Abraham  Travas, 
John  Cannef, 
Suttcn  Bailey, 
Isaac  Wasbourn, 
John  Carey,  Jr., 
Jeremiah  Hett, 
Benjamin  Hasbrouck, 
John  Sloot, 
Ephraim  Scoutcn, 
Henry  Light, 
Isaac  Lecore, 
Simeon   Mabec, 
Suinuel  Brown. 


Mat.  Lystcr,  Capt 

A.  Herremans,  Lieut.,  Hendrick  Van  Vleck,  Steplien  Bancker, 
A.  Vanderbilt,Ensig'n,  Adrian  Manfort,  John  Kennif, 

Jolm  Cook,  Petor  Hoff,  Joshua  Bcsship, 

Jolm  Thorn,  Andr.  Herremans,  Jr.,  Jacob  Johan.  Dubois 

Andrew  Burck,  Hendrick  Herremans,  Cornelius  Nostrand, 


Abraham  Hogeland, 
Dirck  Lyster, 
John  Churchill, 
James  Hicks, 
Francis  Brogardus, 
Albert  Monfoort, 
Cornelius  Lyster, 
.Stephen  Duryee, 
Abraham  Lent, 
(iideon  Tichout, 
Johannes  Dubois, 


John  Huff, 
John  Cornell, 
Gerret  Lyster, 
Abraham  Duryee, 
Comol.  Van  Sickler, 
Samuel  Livingston, 
James  Morgan, 
Thomas  Vanbracr, 
Joseph  Thcale, 
John  Huson, 
Undrel  .Strong, 


Jo 


Brcvoot, 
Van  Vlaeron, 

Adam  Aulgett, 

Joseph  Brush, 

John  Snedeker, 

John  Weel, 

Edward  Hougen, 

Gcrrardus  Vermilyer, 


Caleb  Biship, 
Matthew  Obriant, 
Benjamin  Thurston, 
John  Churchcll, 
Thomas  Griffin, 
Daniel  Ward, 
George  Nostrand, 
Henry  Underwood, 

By  orcl 


David  Vermilyer, 
Charles  McCrade, 
Paule  Hoff, 
Jacob  Lewis, 
John  Wiltsee, 
Peter  Delany, 
Joshua  Duly, 
Peter  Depue, 


Gilbert  Strong, 
Gilbert  Barns, 
Walter  Huson, 
John  Buchout, 

John  Haboun, 
Peter  Van  Cramer, 
Will  H.  Harroraans, 
John  Maufoort, 
Timothy  Sornes. 


Benjamin  Clapp, 
Thomas  Clapp, 
William  Juell, 
John  Clapp, 
Abraham  Depue, 
John  Wilddey, 
Jacob  Jewill, 
Abraham  Huff. 


Henry  Van  Tcssel,Jr.,  Solomon  Woods, 


Philip  MiUe 
Joshua  Purdy, 
James  Ward, 
Joseph  .\nderson, 
Henry  C.  Philps, 
John  Jay, 
Benjamin  Ackerly, 

of  tlie  Committee : 
DiKCK  G.  Brinckerhoff,  Chairman. 


Andrew  T.  Sch, 
Benjamin  Bloom, 
Peter  Dubois, 
Adrian  Covenboven, 
Joseph  Thurston, 
Philip  Verplanck, 
Jacob  Ward. 


FishkUl.  August  23,  1773. 

Siu :  Enclosed  is  the  return  of  the  persons  who  have 
signed  the  Association,  and  of  those  who  i)ave  refused.  In 
the  latter  you  find  many  erasures,  occasioned  by  their  sign- 
ing afterwards.  Tiiis  affair  has  been  delayed  thus  long, 
on  account  of  pursuing  lenient  measures. 

I  am,  by  order  of  the  Committee,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  Dirck  G.  Brinckerhoff,  Ch'n. 

To  Peter  F.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  at  JS'eic-  York. 


JEEKMAN  S    PRECINCT,  DtfTCHESS    COUNTV, 


William  Humfrey, 
Joshua  Carman, 
Ebenezer  C.ary, 
Charles  Phatt, 
William  McNeal, 
William  Clark, 
Thomas  Loy, 
Samuel  Crandel, 
Maurice  Pleas, 
Thomas  Nethaway, 
Benoni  Sweet, 
Nathaniel  Stevenson, 
Nathaniel  Gary, 
Samuel  Lewis, 
Zebulon  Ross, 
Zebulon  Ross, 
Samuel  Gardener, 
Martin  Cornell, 
Benjamin  Noxon, 
Elial  Youmans, 
John  Forguson, 
Henry  Wliikmon, 
Nuklus  Omey, 
Walton  Huling, 
John  Hilling, 
Jacob  Miller, 
William  McI) 


Isaac  Denni 
James  Hmii 
Thomas  Hu 

Williai 
Fr.  W< 
John  J 


veil. 


•nlly,  Jr., 


.Inhn  WightiiKin 
Wliitcn  Parkes, 
Jonathan  Dennis 
Gideon  Hall, 
J.ibiz  Spencer, 
John  E.gles, 
John  Sweet, 
James  Wells, 
Job  Shearman, 
Joseph  Cut, 
D.uiK'l  Uhl, 
William  Siiiilh, 
Samuel  Sueet, 
I'rter  Shear, 


JLLV,  1775. 

Roger  Mory,  Jr., 
Is.aac  Yerrington, 
Peter  Storm, 
Josiah  Ingersol, 
James  McLees, 
Nathaniel  Wicks, 
John  Weaver, 
Edward  Howard, 
William  Hall, 
Joseph  Carr, 
Joshua  Champlies,  Jr., 

John  Arnold, 
Job  Tanner, 
Johannes  Delong, 
Hezekiah  Rogers, 
Ezekiel  Rogers, 
Griffin  Revnolds, 
Peter  Brili, 
Samuel  Cornwall, 
Joseph  Lawless,  Jr., 
Peter  McClus, 
John  Hopim, 
Zephaniah  Brown, 
Cornelius  Van  Wyck, 
Joshua  Carman,  Jr., 
John  Melony, 
John  Andrews, 
Charles  Newton, 
Hcnrv  Bailey, 
Francis  Losee, 
Daniel  Smith, 
William  Shear, 
William  Champlin, 
Philip  Vincent, 
John  Vinfon, 
.Stephen  Forgoson, 
Jonathan  West, 
John  Kellv, 


argas 


Joseph  Reynolds, 
Maurice  Smith, 
Joseph  Taylor, 
Steven  Johnson, 
James  McCollom, 
Edward  Weaver, 
Gershom  Tliorn, 
Peter  Harris, 
William  Brewer, 
J.amcs  M.  Crcedy, 
Abraham  Hyatt, 
(iilbert  Totten, 
Edw.ird  Tredwell, 


Elias  Alley, 
Isaac  Calton, 
Peter  Harris, 
James  Vosburgli, 
Jesse  Oakley, 
Tillinghast  Bentley, 
Peter  Noxon, 
Thomas  Doxsle, 
Henry  Searsall, 
Garrett  Mill, 
Johannes  Lain, 
Henry  Smith, 
Lodovick  Sweet, 
(ieorge  Sweet, 
David  Storm, 
Salmag.  Edwards, 
Stephen  Townsend, 
Joshua  Burcli, 
David  Brill, 
Nicholas  Koons, 
Benjamin  Birdsall, 
Christopher  Wait, 
D.avid  Sweet, 
John  Moon, 
Nicholas  Potter, 
Jadiali  Jenkins,  Jr., 
Jonathan  Jenkins, 
Thomas  Clark, 
John  Hill, 
Andrew  Cockrane, 
Timothy  Force, 
Clear  Everitt, 
Ezekiel  Smith, 
Benj.amin  J.  Rish, 
Isaac  J.  Rish, 
Rowland  Stafford, 
William  Bentlev, 
Tabor  Bentley,' 
Thomas  Baker, 
William  Spencer, 
John  Bentley, 


Nial  Tr 


pp. 


Daniel  Fish. 
Jndiah  J.  Rish, 
Solomon  Force. 
Benjamin  Force, 
.Setli  Sprague, 
Benjamin  Spencer, 
Samuel  Whitman, 
Matthew  Coon, 
Nathaniel  Sweet, 
Casy  Eldrige,  Jr., 
Johannes  Lossing, 
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Samuel  Tomaon, 
Benjamin  Hall, 
Abel  Parker, 
James  Tanner, 
Joshua  Champlin, 
Benjamin  Force, 
Abraham  Denno, 
Joseph  Denne, 
Joseph  Bently, 
Richard  Mackrill, 
Jacob  Lain, 
John  Beam, 
Henry  Shear, 
Theophilus  Sweet, 
Jolm  Wooley, 
William  Tanor, 
Charles  Heazelton, 
John  Snider, 
Seth  Smith, 
Jacob  Esmond, 
John  Sweet, 
Elisha  Champlin, 
Joseph  HoUoway, 
Jacob  Hutchins,  Jr 
Jolin  Oats, 
James  Eastmond, 
Lewis  Shear, 
Israel  Vail, 
David  Storm, 
Jonatlian  Jenkins, 
Gideon  Hall, 
Ezekitd  Hubbard, 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  persons  who  re- 
fuse to  sign  the  Association  of  Bcekman's  Precinct,  Dut- 
chess County: 

Joromiah  Lenderbock,  William  Gifford,  Jr., 


Joseph  Boolcr, 
John  Sweet, 
Joshua  Mowry, 
Stephen  Mowry, 
Cornelius  Moynard, 
Tobias  Clements, 
Nathaniel  Rogers, 
Andrew  Carman, 
All)ert  Adriance, 
James  Wiltso, 
Samuel  Young, 
Daniel  Lawrence, 
William  B.  Alger, 
Job  Green, 
William  Humfrey,  Ji 
Joseph  Carman, 
John  Hegerman, 
George  Losee, 
Johannes  Acker, 
France  Wiltse, 
Henry  Cornell, 
Abel  Simson, 
Zachariah  Flagler, 
John  Reasoner, 
Jolm  Losee, 
William  Kelley, 
William  Barber, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Caleb  Townsend, 
Myndert  Harris, 
Obadiali  Cooper,  Jr.- 
John  Hicks, 


Peter  I/eavcng, 
Joel  Edget, 
Peter  Cartwright, 
George  Cronkliill, 
Jonathan  Parks, 
John  Fish, 
Woos  Dakin, 
Digmus  Kimeo, 
John  Compter, 
John  Lamb, 
Jacob  Rouse, 
Elijah  Forgason, 
Elijuh  Forgason,  Jr., 
Job  Conger, 
,  David  Pamer, 
David  Abbet, 
Matthew  Beckwith, 
Abraham  Mosher, 
David  Cash, 
Amos  Crandoll, 
Pardon  Fish, 
Sylvanus  Cash, 
Thomas  Bullock, 
Reuben  Bullock, 
Henry  Birdsall, 
Nathaniel  Sol, 
EbenezerSol, 
David  Brown, 
Samuel  Euery, 
Addom  Bookus, 
Nehemiah  Lester, 
Jonathan  Alger. 


Arey  Delong, 
James  Goslin, 
Peter  Rossell, 
Jacob  Hasner, 
Matthias  Valentine, 
Richard  HeUker, 
William  Harris, 
Richard  Tripp, 
Richard  Tripp,  Jr., 
Israel  Tripp, 
James  Noxon, 
Barthol.  Noxon,  Jr., 
Micliel  Woolf, 
Smighting  Tripp, 
Peter  Hogoboom, 
Daniel  Beadle, 
John  Wilkenson, 
Christopher  Moyer, 
Myndert  Valey, 
Henry  Gidley, 
John  McDonald, 
Samuel  Smith, 
Martine  Easterly, 
Daniel  Ferris, 
James  Burtiee, 
Nathan  Hyatt, 
Frederick  Shapher, 
Thomas  Brundage, 
Peter  Levins,  Sr., 
William  Bockers, 
Baultis  Veily, 
Bartholomew  Wood, 
Abraham  Byce,  Jr., 
Peter  Chattertoii, 
Philip  iMiUer, 
Lowrance  Lossc, 
Israel  Titus, 
Jolm  Brown, 
Robert  Thorn, 
Stepheix  Loekwood, 
Peter  Paley, 
Jonathan  Thorn, 
Peter  Dop, 
Peter  Johnson, 
Joliannes  Miller, 


Wil 


lilip  Flagle 


lies. 


John  Smith, 
Garret  Burtis, 
Martine  Overaker, 
Cornberry  Dayton, 
Myndert  Cole, 
Josiah  Bull,  Jr., 
Charles  Thomas, 
Gilbert  Thorn, 
John  Akerbry, 
Cornelius  Hegeman, 
Jonathan  Atherton, 
William  Woolf, 
Aaron  Lasey, 
Crapo  Lake, 
Francis  Delong, 
John  Burnit, 
Stephen  Dean, 
Samuel  Stringham, 
Ichabod  Bourman, 
Silvester  Richmond, 
James  Titus, 
Epliraim  Horton, 
Edward  Adams, 


Capt.  Yerry  Emigh, 
Peter  Simson, 
Lowrenco  Emigh, 
Samuel  Whipple, 
Isaac  Veal, 
Pliilip  Emigh, 
Nicholas  Emigh,  son 


igli. 


ot 
Hendrick  En 
John  Bull, 
Hendrick  Klyn, 
John  Dcarstiiie, 
Abijah  Ketcham, 
Michal  Sliearman, 
Amos  Pine, 
Nathan  Hoag, 
Peter  Emigh, 
Richardus  Cornell, 
Abraham  Bnyce, 
Causper  Overhiser, 
William  GifTord, 
Roger  Morcy, 
Samuel  Crandle, 
Samu-l  Cran.lle,  Jr 
Peter  Ki-dney, 
Oliver  Watrnnan, 


Hutchings,      Jesse  Th 


Robert  Mo 
James  Striker, 
Ebenczer  Worden, 
Charles  Vincent, 
William  Sleeves, 
Thoiinis  Langdon, 
Peter  Buyee,  Jr., 


el  Ell 


Rowland  Emory, 
Jacob  Brill, 
Jeremiah  Haxstum, 
Elias  Palmer, 
Benjamin  Kenyon, 
Nicholas  Mosher, 
Richard  Cornell, 
Peter  Deyo, 
James  Pettet, 


Johanms  Shear, 
Charles  Davis, 
Jasper  Fulhnore, 
Valentine  Stover, 
Richard  Vincent, 
Preserved  Fish, 
Andrew  Skidmore, 
John  Colder, 
Capt.  Michael  Vincent 
Lieut.  Peter  Buyce, 
Joseph  Losee, 
Ensign  Stejih.  Hunt, 
Capt.  Jusepli  Harris, 
Lieut.  Hez.  Collins, 
Ensign  Barnt  Veily, 
Yerry  Lossing. 


SIGNERS  IN  POUGIIKEEPSIE,  DUTCHESS  COUNTY,  JUNE   AND 


Zephaniah  Piatt, 
Peter  Tappen, 
Samuel  Dodge, 
William  Fornian, 
John  Baily,  Jr., 
Johannes  Swavtwout, 
Bicter  Van  Kleeck, 
John  Freer, 
Henry  Livingston,  Jr. 
Elias  V.  Buiisrhoteii, 
Robert  North, 
Lewis  Dubois, 
Andrew  Billings, 
Peter  Low, 
Ezekiel  Cooper, 
John  Schenek,  Jr., 
Paul  Schenek, 
Jacobus  Freer, 
John  Romyne, 
Andrew  Wattles, 
Nathan  Tray, 

FouuTH  Series 


JULY,  1  no. 

Barent  Lewis,  William  Lawson,  Jr 

Thomas  Holmes,  Ahi'iu  Vm  Kcureii, 

Jacob  V.  Bunschoten,  John  Samuleis, 

Abraham  Fort,  John  Briener, 

Card  Hoefman,  Hans  lieriier, 

Henry  HotT,  Benjamin  Jaycock, 

Gorus  Storm,  Thomas  Rowse, 

Thomas  Jacockes,  Isaac  I'oole, 
Biinnnlns  Swiirtwout,  Jonathan  Johnson, 

FiMi'  1-  .1  iv--...  !;,  Aaron  Reed, 


John  Willsie, 
William  Sawckes, 
Thomas  Burnet, 
James  Brisby, 
Matthew  Burnett, 
Gideon  Boyse, 
Thomas  Bout, 
William  Burnett, 

— Vol.  III. 


John  Pilgrit, 
Peter  Lossing, 
Peter  Horn, 
James  Elderkin, 
John  Waterman, 
Johannes  Fort, 
Simon  W.  Lossing, 
Mat.  Van  Keuren,  Jr., 
Silvanus  Greatwaks, 
Samuel  Smith, 
James  Livingston, 


Richard  Davis, 
Law.  Van  Kleek, 
John  Mott, 
Richard  V.  Denbergh, 
Simon  Freer, 
John  Davis, 
Robert  Noa, 
Isaiali  Bartly, 
John  Schenek,  Jr., 
Hendrick  Pells, 
Hendrick  Pells,  Jr., 
Johannes  Kidney, 
Jacob  Schryver, 
Henry  Hegeman, 
George  Sands, 
Hobert  Waddel, 
Myndert  Van  Kleek, 
Henry  Ellis, 
Henry  Van  Blercome, 
Simou  Laroy, 
Henry  Kip, 
Benoni  Kip, 
Abraham   lianl.ay, 
M.  Van  Deiibogart, 
Isaac  Kornine,  Jr., 
Alexander  Grigs, 
Simon  Bartley, 
Peter  Tappen, 
Robert  North, 
Ezekiel  Cooper, 
William  Terry, 
Alexander  Haire, 
Thomas  Poole, 
Tennis  Tappen, 
Nathaniel  Ilemsted, 
George  Brooks, 
Nathaniel  Conklin, 
Joim  Townsend, 
Andrew  Billings, 
Samuel  Corey, 
John  Tappen, 
Henry  Dodge, 
Jonas  Kelly, 
Steplien  Hendricksoii 
Nathaniel  Ashford, 
Andrew  Weeks, 
John  Ter  Bush, 
Cornelius  Noble, 
James  Brisleen, 
John  Johnson, 


Samuel  Cooko, 
James  Winans, 
Jolm  Soabury, 
William  Forman, 
Henry  Livingston, 
S.  Van  Voorhees, 
John  ("onkling, 
.Matthew  Conkling, 
Thomas  Travis, 
Zachariah  Burwell, 
Lemuel  Howell, 
Abraham  Swartwout, 
Richard  Everitt, 
Matthias  Sharp, 
John  C.  Hill, 
John  T.  Van  Kleeck, 
P.  B.  Van  Kleeck, 
Dorthir  Conner,  Jr., 
James  Read, 
Richard  Warner, 
William  Kelly, 
James  Lewis, 
(Jeorge  Shannan, 
Albo.  Watervell, 
William  Roach, 
Elias  Freer, 
Leonard  Van  Kleeck, 
Richard  Snedeker, 
F.  Van  Denbogart, 
(ierrit  Van  Wagenen, 
Jac.  Van  Kleeck, 


Her 


Elii 


John  Maxfield, 
L.  J.  Van  Kleeck, 
Lewis  Dubois, 
Jacobus  Frear, 
John  Reed, 
Jacob  Rhoades, 
William  Wilsey, 
Michel  Yerry, 
Ephraim  AJams, 
Tunis  Hanncs, 
Matthew  Dubois, 
,  E.  Van  Bunscoten, 
Alartin  Bush, 
Hendrick  Bush, 
James  Luckey, 
Samuel  Luckey, 
Abraham  Ferden, 
Peter  F.  Valleau, 


Wilhelmus  Ploegh, 
Gi'leyn  .Xckerinan, 
Joel  Dubois, 
Peter  Mullin, 
Simon  Leroy,  Jr., 
David  Dutclier, 
Peter  Van  Dewater, 
Edward  Symmonds, 
Cornelius  Viele, 
Eli  Read, 
Peter  Low, 
Larrine  Lossing,  Jr., 
John  Dubois, 
Casparus  Westervelt, 
Lodowick  Sypher, 
Christiaun  Bush, 
Silvanus  Beckwitli, 
Alex.  Chaucer, 
8.  Van  Deuburgh, 
Nathaniel  Dubois, 
C.  R.  Westervelt, 
('ornelius  Westervelt, 
Eiiyamen  Westervelt, 
C.  B.  Westervelt, 
Peter  Andes  Lansing, 
William  Annely, 
William  D.  Lawson, 
John  C.  Kingland, 
Gerrit  Van  Vliet, 
Jeremiah  Dubois, 
Jacob  V.  Denbergh, 
Peter  Van  Vliet, 
Robert  HolTman, 
William  Jones, 
Jacob  Low, 
Bernardus  Swartwout, 
John  L.  Van  Kleeck, 
iMinnard  Swartwout, 
Jolm  Swartwout, 
Frederick  Van  Vliet, 
John  Robinson, 
John  Bailey,  Jr., 
Jac.  Van  Denbogart, 
Caleb  Carman,  Jr., 
Caleb  Carman, 
John  Van  Kleeck, 
Jacob  Ferris, 
Omar  Ferris, 
John  Seabury,  Jr., 
Joshua  .Moss. 


A  list  of  men's  names  who  refused  to  sign  the  General 
Association  recommcncled  by  the  Provincial  Convention, 
taken  zt  Poughkeepsie,  June  and  July,  1775: 

James  Kelly,  Francs  Pelts,  Peter  P.  Van  Kleek, 

H.  V.an  Deuburgh,  Michel  Pelts,  Gail  Yelverton, 

\l.  Vandenbiirgli,  Jr.,  Nehemiah  Veal,  John  Palmitear, 

Nathaniel  Babcock,  Jacob  Polmatier,  Francis  Palmitear, 

P'clix  Lewis,  Robert  Kidney,  John  Coopinan, 

Austin  Crud,  Abraham  Frair,  Thomas  Freer, 

Tunis  Williamson,  Abraham  Frair,  Jr.,  William  Einott, 

B.  Noxeu,  Matthew  Kipp,  Michael  John  Rutseii, 

B.  Crannell,  Simou  Frair,  Jr.,  George  Baldwin, 

Melancton  Lewis,  John  Bomen,  Hendrick  Miller, 

Peter  Dubois,  Jr.,  Michael  Wellding,  Henry  Barns, 

John  Ferdon,  John  V.  D.  Bogart,  Robert  Churchell, 

Zachary  Ferdon,  Joseph  Chaddirdon,  Isaac  Baldwin, 

Jacob  Ferdon,  John  Hunt,  Isaac  Baldwin,  Jr., 

Esquire  Ferdon,  James  Latsing,  William  Barns, 

Jolm  Miller,  Myndert  Byndirs,  Simon  No.xen, 

Arie  Medlar,  Eli  Emons,  Jolm  Low, 

William  Lassing,  John  Emons,  William  Low, 

Samuel  Hull,  John  De  Graff,  Thomas  Pinkuey, 

Isaac  J.  Lassing,  Baltis  Van  Kleek,  Elias  Thompson, 

FlemmingSteenbergh,  .Matthew  Kipp,  John  Van  Deburgh, 

George  Ame,  James  Wood,  H.  J.  Van  Deburgh, 

Jonathan  Morey,  James  Douglass,  Peter  Van  Deburgh, 

Samuel  Pinekney,  Aaron  Olmstead,  Ezekiel  Pinkuey, 

Myndert  Kidney,  Henry  Beyex,  John  Pinkuey, 

Jaeubus  Kidney,  Eli  Read,  Henry  Barns, 

Jeremiah  Dubois,  Ebenezer  Badger,  Peter  Laroy. 
Evert  I'elts, 


NORTHEAST   PRECINC 
•a.se,  Jr. 


DUTCHESS  COUNTY. 


Ebenezer  Hartwell, 
Josiah  Holly, 
Sjth  Perry, 
David  Lawrence, 
Ebenezer  King, 
Abr  iham  Hartwell, 
Gilbert  Clapp, 
Joseph  Kundel, 


Eg 


Luther  Holly,  Joseph  Peck, 

A  true  return  made  of  the  names  of  those  that  refused 
to  sign,  given  by  me. 

ITriaii  Lawrence,        Peter  Knapp, 
David  Uotolph,  John   Halley. 
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NORTHEAST 

PRECINCT,  DUTCHESS   COXNTY. 

Samuel  Kio, 

John  Wilson, 

Benjamin  Soule, 

Hugh  Rca, 
Elisha  Mead, 
Robert  Orr, 
John  Orr, 
Jehiel  Mead, 

John  Carey, 
<;ulman  Alitzer, 
Mattliew  Orr, 
WiUmiu  Rca, 
Joseph  Foster, 

John  May, 
J.  Salisbury,  Sen., 
David  Bostwick, 
William  Parks, 
John  Bortell, 

.Toseph  Loggan, 
William  Sinile, 

Jis.se  Ferns, 
Wii.tnp  Xurton, 

Stephen  Edgaat, 
George  Edgeet,  Jr 

John  Crandle, 

Joseph  I'al.ner,  Jr., 

John  Avery, 

Hugh  Orr, 
Daniel  Wilson, 

Juhnval  Melon, 

Jonathan  Smith, 

James  lleadding. 

John  Horn, 

Samuel  Mott, 

Silence  Jackson, 

Samuel  Crandell, 

Kbenezer  Young, 

Seth  Fish, 

AVilliam  Kobbins, 

David  Love, 

I.saac  Winans, 

Peleg  Horteii, 

Daniel  Parks, 

M.ueus  Headrn, 

.M„l,,,l    M:,sll.hl, 

David  Hamblen, 

William  Wiiiaiis, 

Mm-,  s    1-,>I,, 

Peter  Knickerbackor, 

Jereimall  (iiHrrs, 

.ImIim    C.MI.riilrr, 

Son., 

Jam.'s  Wilson,  Sen., 

A~.llirl  llurilirr. 

I,.  Knickcrbacker, 

Frederick  Stickels, 

Elijall  Lake. 

P.  Kniekrrbacker,Jr. 

,,  John  Lmk, 

Bariit  Van  Kleek, 

J.  Kmckerbacker, 

Jolin  Fulton, 

Oliver  Evans, 

Robert  Wilson, 

Jolin  Rouse, 

Joseph  Palmer. 

James  Wilson,  Jr., 

Edward  Edsed, 

A  list  of  the  persons  tliat  refused  to  sign  this  Associat 

W^illiam  Clum, 

Verre  KeHV, 

Miclial  Coloney, 

Philip  Clum, 

.Martis  Kreepr, 

Daniel  Mead, 

Jonathan  Uatreck, 

Freil-ii.k  Destr, 

Elisha  Davis, 

William  Batreck, 

Jacob  liow. 

William  Davis, 

Jacob  Loucks,  Jr., 

Peter  liitelir, 

AViUiam  Davis, 

Peter  Allen, 

Adam  liitelir. 

Peter  Couse, 

Isaac  Allen, 

Andres  Houk, 

Jacob  Couse, 

Jacob  Drum, 

l',-ter  liosson, 

Jacob  Houffhtaliii 

Zechri  'Petr, 

Honesfelt  Shaw, 

Isaac  Hou!;htalin 

Nicholas  Row, 

S.moii  Ivillinorc,  Sen 

..Yostllendnck, 

John  Hipman, 

Jacob  Kdlmoro, 

Wise  Row, 

John  Drum,  Jr., 

Wyiial  Weever, 

Derick  Fendik, 

John  Honk, 

Ilontb.seCouse, 

Frederick  Horn, 

John  Row, 

Juhii  llou.'htahng. 

Elijall  For-asou, 

John  Row, 

Jacob  Hover, 

Jeremiah  For^Msc 

Peter  Row, 

.\iidrew  Collson, 

Raban  Crniulell, 

John  Kristr, 

Joliu  White, 

John  Philips, 

(Jeorge  Miner, 

Joseph  Mott, 

(ierret  Holsop, 

John  Drum, 

William  (ireen. 

Frederick  Stickle 

Zochri  Pliilips, 

Nehemiah  Avery, 

John  Link, 

John  IJackos, 

Amos  Avery, 

Jacob  Shaver. 

KEW-YOUK  ASSOCIATION,  1775. 


Jonathan  Mead, 
Lemuel  Lecd, 
Simon  G.  Myer, 
Lemuel  Williams, 
John  Crandell, 
Benjamin  Congor, 
Cornelius  McDaniel, 
John  Crandell, 
Joseph  Crandell, 
Phineas  Rico, 
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James  Stephens, 
James  Newcomb, 
Adonijah  Newcomb, 
John  Lennon, 
Samuel  Miller, 
James  Wincliel, 
Andrew  Quick, 
Isaac  Lamb, 
Bostion  Row, 
Will.  H.  C.  Derry, 


Claudius  Delis, 


Robertson, 


Caleb  Norton, 
Asa  Bishop, 
Ensley  Simmons, 
Garner  Sluart, 
John  Williams, 
Aaron  Darling, 
John  Hoti". 


Northeast  Precinct,  Dutchess  Cuinity,  July  5,  1115. 

A  true  return  of  tlie  names  of  the  luhahitants  and  Frce- 
liolders  of  the  several  Districts  allotted  to  us  to  hand  about 
this  Association. 

William  StuauTj     Matthew  Mead, 
J.  Slm.mons,  Frederick  Ham. 

LIST  or  PERSONS  who  refused  to  sign. 


Nicholas  Silvernai 
George  Hookiiiglu 
Oliver  Asten, 
Elisa  Colvin, 
Nathaniel  Niles, 
Abraliam  Osstraml 
John  Van  Ramp, 
Jacob  Brinstool, 
Thomas  Gray, 
Henry  Teets, 
Asa  Brown, 
Jacob  Donehen, 


Tencs  TecOcn, 

Coourad  Mclhain 
Jacob  Vanbramcr 
John  Smith, 
Christopher  Teal. 
J. din  Merrehew, 
Itobert  Embray, 
Pliilip  ijaslor, 

(George  Martin, 


Aaron  Shaw, 
Daniel  North, 
Casper  Bell, 
Matth'^w  Winter, 
John  Wilde. 
Richard  Wilde, 
William  Wibs, 
Obadiali  Geflbrd, 
William  Stuart, 
J.  Simmons, 
Nathaniel  Mead. 


DUTCHESS  COUNTY,  NORTHEAST  PRECINCT. 


Joseph  Kotclium, 

Seth  Calkin, 

Josejih  Rogers, 

Joseph  Ketchum,  Jr., 

,    Hezekiah  Ketchum, 

Abner  Wilcox, 

Jonathan  Mapos, 

Moses  Calkin, 

Ebcnezer  Beatch, 

Alden  Aslilev, 

Joshua  Hamblin, 

David  Calkin, 

Benjamin  PeVry, 

Lsias  Denton, 

Charles  How, 

Josiah  Pcrrv, 

Arslhoe  Vancry, 

Josiah  Wilco.x, 

William  H.'iger, 

Elijah  Calkin, 

Lebbens  How, 

Richard  Dent. ,11, 

Jared  Carter, 

Daniel  Baker, 

Samuel  Eg.dston,  Sr 

.,  Nathan  Attwood, 

Joshua  Dakin, 

Samuel  Denton, 

Isaac  Rogers, 

Jonathan  Dolph, 

Dutchess  Cuunty,  Northeast  Precinct,  July  5,  1775. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  return  of  the  names  of  the  In- 
habitants and  Freeholders  in  the  District  allotted  to  us, 
that  signed  this  Association,  and  the  names  of  those  that     this  Association 
refused  to  sign  this  Association. 

P.    KnK  KERBACKER,     DvMK.L  WlI.sON,  r„Tr-„v^^   ,-,„ 

,,  ,.  T       n  T  ^    '    1L.H1.^^    e  LM 

Hugh  Our,  J.  ]{i.isE.MiEU(.Eit,  Jr. 


unci  Egelston,  Jr.,  Josepli  Reynolds,  Jr.,    Nathaniel  Lothrop. 
Ejihraim  Jones,  Jonathan  Close, 

Northeast  Precinct,  Dutchess  County,  July  5,  177,'. 

A  true  return  of  the  names  of  the  Inhabitants  and  the 
Freeholders  in  the  Districts  ajipointed  forme  to  liand  about 


DUTCHESS   COUNTY,  NORTHEAST  PRECINCT. 


I'.benezcr  Bishop, 
Levi  Stalker, 
C'ornelius  Fuller, 
David  Bulkley, 
'I'homas  Crosby, 
Joseph  Jackson, 
David  St.  John, 
Thomas  Crosby,  Jr 
Renel  Seton, 
Willard  Seton, 

Dutchess 


Eheiiezer  Crave,  Jr.,     Benjamin  Crosb; 


L...tl, 
les  Trupoll, 
aton  Roliinso) 
1.  z.'r  Merrit, 
U'.-  Morliou.sc, 
It.LwIee, 

.s   Wl.irlioll. 


Joseph  Slalkr 
Couut,/,  Nine  Pa 


John  Seton, 
Comfort  Stalker, 
Vincent  Foster, 
John  Wilko, 
Ebcnezer  Crave, 
Tliomas  Towuscnd, 
Benjamin  Covey, 

Caleb  Woodiird. 


Northeast  Precinct,  I 
July  5,  177.').  i 

The  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  return  of  the  names 
that  were  willing  to  sign  this  foregoing  Association  ;  and  the 
names  of  those  in  the  District  that  rci'used  are  on  the  other 
side  of  this  Association  paper. 

Geo.  RloRiiousE,  j;cc  Suh-Committcc. 

The  liM  of  pcr'^oiis  not  si^n.-rs  :  John  McAlpbtc,  Da- 
rnel l\kAI,mu.  UaltrrMrAli,!,,.,  MrQnin,  a  youi..^  man 
lately  ftoin  ,SV,,//„„^/,  h.,r/,i/  JJinlsci,,  Lads  Bryan,  .hwu^ 
Bryan. 


Simoon  Cook, 
Ichabod  P.iine 
William  Barki 
Job  Mead, 
Jonathan  She] 
Elijah  Holmes 
Israel  Shephoi 
Abner  (;dlet, 
Jacob  Power, 
Barnabas  Pain 
Noah  Hopkins 
Elias  Bessc, 
Ichabod  Paine 
Simeon  Cook. 


David  Brnsl^.r, 
Elihu  Puiic. 


Joseph  Ketchum. 

ntv,  amenia  precinct,  june  and  july. 
1775. 

John  Osborne,  Nathan  Herrick, 

John  Mea.l,  Isaiah  Mead, 

Crover  jiiicl,  Jr.,  Tlieoph.  Lockwood. 

liarn  .has  Colo,  Levi  .Mavhew. 

rd,      Jonathan  Allerton,  John  Howard, 

Jaiiir  Hukrr.  William  Ford, 


Will, 

,11,1  Finch, 

John  Hrnnsc 

Jose,: 

di  Smith, 

Jonathan  I!u 

Th,M 

nas  Lawrence, 

David  Collin 

lOliell 

Zebnlon  Ru. 

J  ami 

•s  Alswortli,'jr., 

Peter  Morse 

Bar/. 

aleel  Rudd, 

Paul  Jolinso 

Itut'ii 

s  llerrick. 

Nathan  Spu, 

Brinl 

.,n  Paine, 

Israel  Buck, 

Jo. 1,1 

li  liurton. 

John  Thayei 

Jam. 

•s  B^atts, 

Joso,,li  De  V 

Hrnj 

■imin  Holmes, 

Even  Jones, 

John 

Mc.Veil, 

Joab  Cook. 

Sanii 

iiel  Herrick, 

Jesse  Smith, 

B.MIJ, 

amin  llerrick,  Jr. 

,  Eno<-li  Crosl 

Will 
J. ,1,11 

lam  llerrick. 

John  Mor.la 
El.onrzer  P,i 

Sliul 

m1  'I'vler, 

William  K.r 

Sallil 

l.rl    Dodge, 

(Jrover  Bull, 

DUTCHESS   COUNTY, 


IRTHEAST    FRF.CI 


Silas  Hu.sled. 
Morris  (irahai 
John  Wlltse, 
Honrv  Sbeibi 
Gideon  Salsbi 
Augu.stm  (;ra 
John  Slurar, 


Asa  Bullork, 
Willi  im  Orr, 
Daniel  P.ilmer, 
Samuel  Crandell, 


William  Stewart, 


Jai.ies  Ailt. 
John  Melhaiii, 
BoniainiiiSoiitl: 
Ben'iamiii  Ciitli 
J.  Sum. inns. 

Coniese  Dekine 
Smith  Simmon: 
Robert  Enerv, 
Corn.-lius  Wels 


Josepli  Back  II 
Elnathan  Spa 
Levi  .Mwater, 
B,-n|amin  Dot 
Ben'iamiii  .Vtv 
i:ii|ah  Porlrr, 
J..I111  .\twater 
K/ra  Tliiirsloi 
Arrhiliahl  Far 
King  Mead. 
S,.th  Wheeler, 
llnhert  Woo.l. 

Zid..ck  Buck, 
■1-iinofhv  'I'ilst 
J.icob  S'l.iier, 


im  Knapp, 
■  Holmes, 


W  illiam  Wilse 
John  Bartow, 
Elijah  Roe, 
Isaac  Marks, 
James  Barnet, 
(Sideon  Castle, 
Nathaniel  Coo 
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I  Thomas, 


■\Vi 


J..II11 

Willi; 
Jull.it 

Jolm 
John 


William  Adams, 
iton,  Jr.,  Ephraim  Ford, 

Dairget,  Jr.,  Abraham  Adams,  Jr 
1  Foster,  Weight  IMillcinan, 

ke,  Daniel  Davison, 

own,  James  Dickson, 

Moulton,  Elisha  I.atiinore, 

an,  John  Collins, 

len,  John  liei.eaiet, 

Versal  Dieknison, 
William  Brush, 
PUtt  Smith, 
Josiah  Webb, 


npson,  Jr 


Benjamin  Va 

!Samuel  Hohnes,  Isaae  Bi 

Stephen  Kinne,  Wayhew 

Jabez  Crippin,  Nath.inii 

Lawrence  Wiltse,  John  Dr, 

Joseph  Fowler, 

John  Denton, 

Abraham  Adams, 

Isaac  Burton, 

Daniel  Blaksly, 

Robert  Wilson, 

Joel  Ketclmm, 

Ebenezer  Kiuiic, 

Kichanl  Brush, 

Benjamin  llerrick, 

Ednioud  iVrlee, 

William  Blunt, 

Monmouth  Purilv, 

Jacob  Elhnt, 

.Stephen  Reynolds,        R.Mihen  Wilson, 

Joshua  Talent.  Daniel  May, 

Ezra  t'leavland,  Moses  Harris,  Jr., 

Samuel  Thompson,       AVilliam  Reynolds, 

John  Coy,  John  Barnet,  Jr., 

.Stephen  Herrick,  James  Ford, 

James  .Smith,  Jr.,  John  Jones, 

I  do  agree  to  the  above  Association,  so  far  that  it  doth 
not  interfere  with  tlie  oath  of  my  office,  nor  my  allei^iance 
to  the  King.  Isaac  Smith. 

Abkahaji  Beckkr. 


Ihurston, 
111  McColh 
lan  Fish, 

^[glass. 

Wood, 


Elii 


John  Barnet, 
Davi.l  Waters, 
Lemuel  Brush, 
Jason  llaminuud, 
David  Trus.lel, 
Job  Milk, 
Adin  Tubbs, 
Jared  Ruiidol, 
Joel  H.  Thurston. 


Not  to  infringe  on  my  oaths. 


Jill, 


Tiiis  may  certify,  to  all  people  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  1,  tlie  siibscriltei',  am  willing  lo  ilo  what  is  just  and 
right  to  secure  the  privileges  of  ^/Hcr/tY(,  both  civil  and 
sacred,  and  to  follow  the  advice  of  our  reverend  Congress, 
so  far  as  they  do  the  word  of  God  and  the  example  of 
Jesus  Christ;  and  I  hope,  in  the  grace  of  God,  no  more 
will  be  required.     As  witness  my  hand  : 

John  Gaunsey. 

The  following  persons  (three  Tories)  have  neglected  to 
sign  the  Association:  Joel  Harvey,  Jun.,  Philij)  Roive ; 
John  Garnsey  has  signed  the  paper  annexed. 

RoswELL  Hopkins. 

Amenia,  July  1-J,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Agreeable  to  yoixi  request,  I  have  pro- 
cured the  persons  within  mentioned  to  subscribe  the  Asso- 
ciation, together  with  Mr.  Samuel  King  and  l\Ir.  Silas 
Marsh,  all  in  Amenia  Precinct,  in  Dutchess  County.  The 
two  lists  of  Mr.  Marsh  and  this  have  four  hundred  and 
twenty  signers,  and  six  have  delayed  or  refused. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  vours,  &ic.,      -r,  n 

'  '  ^         '         '      KoswF.LL  Hopkins. 


DUTCHESS  COUNTY,  AMENIA 

PRECINCT. 

Abraham  Slocum, 

John  Cline, 

John  Connor, 

John  Mead, 

Jeha.  Rogers, 

Richard  Larrabe, 

John  Freeman, 

Robert  Freeman, 

Zedckiah  Brown, 

Joel  Washburn, 

Josei>h  Penoyer, 

Henry  Barnes. 

Nathan  Gates, 

Saimul  Johnson, 

Jonah  Barnes, 

Thomas  Thom.is, 

Jedulhan  Gray, 

Benjamin  Johns, 

John  Seymour, 

Johabod  Rogers,  Jr., 

Ebenezer  Larrabe, 

Stephen"  Warren, 

Elijah  Freeman, 

Ezra  St.  John, 

Eleazer  Gilson, 

Peter  Shavelean, 

Obed  Harvev, 

James  Mead, 

Joseph  Dolv, 

Robert  Patriek, 

Alexander  Hewson, 

Kiehard  Shavelean, 

Isaac  De  Lemetter, 

Jared  Brace, 

Solomon  Shavelean, 

Thiel  Lamb, 

EliakimRecd,  Jr., 

Benjamin  Crippen, 

Benjamin  Delano, 

Samuel  Dunham, 

David  Pavne, 

Daniel  Webster, 

John  Tomer, 

ll.th  Kellv, 

Samuel  Judsoii, 

Martin  De  Lemetter, 

Xalhaiiiell'innev, 

William  Mll.-liell, 

Joseph  Doty, 

El."ll.v,er  liosse,' 

Heiirv  Wiiiegir, 

Samuel  Suiter, 

Joseph  (irav, 

V/ilham  Young, 

Samuel  Jai-vis, 

Josiah  Maril'l, 

John  Barry, 

Lot  Levitt, 

Saimi.d  Palmer, 

James  Reed, 

John  Boyd, 

(ll.adiali  .Matthews, 

John  Chamberlain, 

Matthew  Vandeiiscn, 

Daniel  Sa-e. 

Colbe  Chamberlain, 

.Xathaniel  Suili, 

James  (.'liapnian. 

Ezra  Reed, 

Eleazer  Morfm. 

Daniel  ilarvev, 

Dan  Barry, 

Isaac  Osburn, 

■riiad.  Mailing, 

David  Dotv, 

Jonathan  Hunter, 

Amos  Penover, 

Jolin  Saekett, 

Samuel  Swift, 

Joseph  Gillet, 

Garret  Winegar, 

Ashbel  Winegar, 

James  B.  Rowe, 

Walter  Lothrop, 

Reuben  Dotv, 

Abii.-r  Shabalier, 

Ezekiel  Saekelt, 

Wilham  Hunt, 

Jonas  Adams, 

Increase  Ciiild, 

Nicholas  Row, 

Thomas  Ailv, 

Elisha  Barlow, 

Samuel  Gray, 

Davi.l  Kandie, 

Corns.  Athertoii, 

Simeon  Rce'd, 

Benjamin  Sage, 

Reuben  Dotv, 

Samuel  Southworth, 

Moses  Brown, 

Svlvanus  Nye, 

Elisha  HoUifler, 

John  Seott, 

Edmund  Bramhall, 

Benjamin  Maxam, 

(ierard  Gates, 

Elijah  Reed, 

Moses  Gillett, 

Elkanah  Stephens, 

Ste)ihen  Delano, 

Lemuel  SliirtlilV, 

John  Meats, 

(iershom  Reed, 

Abial  Moti, 

Andrew  Stephens, 

Moses  Barlow, 

Samuel  West, 

Josiah  Cleavland, 

Solomon  Armstrong 

Thomas  Ganong, 

Seelye  Trowbridge, 

George  Sornburgh, 

Elihu  Beard,  Jr., 

Asa  Foot, 

Frederick  Sornburgh, 

Nathan  Palmer, 

Barnabas  Gillet, 

Isaac  Darrow, 

John  De  LemetU>r, 

Elijah  Smith, 

Joseph  Adams, 

W'illiam  Chamberlai 

n,  John  Lloyd, 

Conrad  Winegar, 

Nathan  Barlow, 

Ephraim  Besse, 

Levi  Ortoii, 

.Simeon  Hellsv, 

R..l.e,t  Johnson, 

William  Hall, 

Zadoek  Knapp, 

Joualban  Pike, 

Peter  Klvn, 

Beniaimu  llolhster. 

(Jllhelt  Wlllett, 

LedyardJ    Charts, 

J.illll  Sarkell.  .Ir., 

'i'homas  -Mygatt, 

Isaac  Lamb. 

Kchelt  llrbanl, 

Obed  Harvey,  Jr., 

Eliis  ShaMlier, 

Joshua   I.osel, 

Silas  Itoe, 

Silas  Mai sh. 

John  Marehaut, 

Nalbaniel  Gates, 

Robert  Fieeharl, 

Sir  :  In  purstiance  of  yoiu-  order,  I  have  procured  the 
above  subscribers,  (true  Whigs.)  and  am.  Sir,  with  great 
respect,  your  very  humble  servant,  e  ->t 

'       '  J  J  >  Silas  ^NIahsh. 


Josepl 
Simon 

1  Cireeii 
Willi, 

WillKl 

1111  Robi 

Albert 

Fuieh, 

Jose,,! 

1  IJel.s, 

Garre, 

Rou. 

Naiha 

n  Barl. 

Benson, 
el  Winegar, 
1  Lamb, 
Gat.s, 
u-,1  Bump, 
Dunhalii. 

Seth  Swift, 
Ellis  Briggs, 
Samuel  Heart, 
Elisha  Mavs, 
Joseph  \\illiai 

Sllas  Ke.d, 

lid  Saek.'ll, 
lell  tiatc  s, 
■1  V/ashburn, 
1  Dormaii, 

Ifu  hard  llami 

Jud.ih  Swilt, 

Samuel  Dunhi 

Peter  Slason. 

Rlifus  Seelon,  Da 

Hi'iirv  Winesar.  Jac 

Dier  Woodwoith, 

The  black  roll  of  Tories.  Though  out  of  my  limits,  1  am 
compelled  to  remind  you.  Gentlemen,  o(  James  Smith,  Esij., 
who  is  notoriously  wicked. 

SIGNERS   IN   RHIMHELK   nil 


P    t     L 


W  Uia  u  L       1 
T  1      \  an  \ 
Human  Hotlman 
An  mas  topi 
Da\  id  \  an  A   ss 
Efil  ert  B  n     n 
J  c  I  H      1 
\    Ina    H  e 

P  t  1  H  r    ai 
Z  el     H  a       n   Ji 
Mart  n  HoH       i 
Za  hari      H  tl    ar 
Al   al         CI 
Tu        Fn       It 
W  ilh        B  t   1    r    I 
J  e   1    -M  r      T 
f  I       t         Mir 
L    lo       k  1         U 
I  W    1        k 

1    t       Ir       r 

An  Ir  u  s        n 

Tic  b  1     1    1 

s    uu  1  LI    e  1  1  r] 

Zichui  s  B  ek  1 

JohinnesHii      1 

Johan  les  Kiel  t  i 

Le\  1  Jones 

Is     c  C    le 

H      1        k   A[  11  r 

s  (II 

I  r    I        k  W 
lol       1)      k 

II  J    Kn  ck  rl  a  1 
William   r  t  1 
Sttih       S     r 

J3     ll    H      I  tl 


CT, 

1 
ll 

Dl  1(  III  ss 
I       1    B 

'     1    ^ 

1 

LNT\ 

k 
rl 

W    1 

\I 

ll 

w  u 


Zi  ll  ri      Roob 
Tol  1   Bat    t  (.  1       I   11   s  1      J  1, 

H  1         Ik  imanse       Chi    to]  he    I  itch 
t    r     1      Ehiiendoiph  John  Scl  e    nerhorn 
III  1   Stiats  Henn  W    ttiman   Jr 


V 


II  L 

Tol        I 
I  M 


ght 


1  B  cker 
B     k  r 
B  ok 


Za  barns  W  1   teim 
Jos  ,  h  Hoi  art 

\\   11  a      s  I     Itz 


III    1    11 


Jol      U   11 
Jo     |1    T 
Jicob\      bi 
Tl    es  D     1 


Phhp  Bdi     t  al 
Si  n    1  s    C  ol 
V    Ir        I         1 
J   I      L 

fit  M  11 

^\   11         kl 
Til         M  11  1 
11      1      L       s 
He    Ir    k  I  V   1 
Lv    rl    rt  I      11  r 
H       \    k       k 

(  S|       1 

n     H 


B     I  \ 


1    \ 


II  \  I    k  ur  n  Marine    B  irgei 

r  1  V       Van  Keuic  i  Johannes  Scott 

I  i      kl     1  lac  b  Sickner  Jr 

G     1     \  U  nl    ek  Bj  cnt\    Wagei 
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Jacob  Sicknor, 
J.  Van  Ak.n, 
IVtor  Van  N'aukf-r, 
Jacob  N.  Schrivcr, 
Paul  Grub.!r, 
Solomon  Powell, 
Henry  Bull, 
(Jcorjje  Bull, 
William  Powell, 
Caspar  Haberlcn, 
Thomas  Umphry, 
Abraham  Scott, 
William  Troopliagc, 
Alexander  Campbell, 
Abraham  Kip, 
Peter  Brown, 
Jacob  Sobultz, 
John  llufman, 
Henry  Kr..li.,rh,  Jr., 
U.VIi'oevanbargh, 


DCTCHESS   COUNTy,  RIll.NF.BECK    PRF.CINCT. 

A  return  of  the  names  of  sucli  persons  as  have  refusetl 
to  sign  llie  General  Association. 

Egbert  Bknson, 
Cliainrwn  of  the  Precinct  Committee. 
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Peter  Radclif, 

Nichola.?  Bine.'ilale, 

Sm.on  School,  Jr.. 

Philip  Binestalo,  Jr., 

William  .School,  Jr., 

C.  Wcnneberger, 

Jacob  Lowis, 

Johannes  Benncr, 

J;u-..I,11S  Kip, 

Jacob  Benner, 

^\•llll,llll  .Skepmus, 

Jacob  Folanl, 

,|.,l,a,u...s  P.  V.  .Mood, 

John  Rogers, 

William  DiUman, 

Nicholas  Stickle, 

Cnrnelius  Miller, 

Jacob  Tell, 

Simou  MiUham, 

John  Satcr, 

Lawrence  MiUham, 

John  Haass, 

Jacob '^liUiam, 

Wm.  V.  Pradenburgh 

Simon  .Milham, 

Uuhr  J.  Kip, 

John  Weaver,  Jr., 

1'.  \',ui  Vra.l.nburgh, 

BcMij.  Uustc-rhoinlt, 

Urmv  l!uri;.s,  Jr., 

Christ.  Deniuarh, 

Ulriali  Bates, 

Abraham  Wcslfall, 

William  McClure, 

J<,hn  !\l,:Korl, 

Joshua  Chemlier, 

W.lliun  Carney, 

Zach.  \ec  r, 

riulip  Filler,  Jr., 

Nicholas  Stickle,  Jr. 

Mordecai  Lester,  J 

Peter  Presses,  J 

Timothy  Duughtv,  ^ 

Adam  'i'il.lile,  .1 

Jacoli  Tibbie,  1 
Lodowiek  Slre^^ll, 

Peter  Em.  Sehryver,  7 

Pcler  Freligh,  I 

Sleophamus  Freligh,  .1 

Adam  Eeker,  .i 

Peter  Eeker,  1 

Johannes  Eeker,  : 

Adam  Jury  Eeker,  ( 

J.  Van  Vradenburgh,  I 


Jacob  Van  Esten, 
Zcbulon  Hallick, 
Adam  Bargh, 
Michael  Bruce, 
George  Stover, 
George  Anderson, 
Zacharias  Cramer, 
Johannes  Cramer, 
Johan.  Van  Esten,  Jr., 
Stcphanus  Burger, 
Christian  Bargh, 
Christian  Bargh,  Jr., 
John  Hall.iek, 
Chnsliaii  IJrure, 
I'etms  Frame. 
H-ndk.  A.  S.hrvver, 


Hemliick  Pelts, 
Lodowiek  Elsliaver, 
Peter  Nile, 
Cueuradt  Bammas, 
Martha  Tee!, 
Lawrence  Teel,  Jr., 
Joliaimcs  Fraver, 
Peter  Fradenlmrgh, 
Hans  Zipperlv, 
J,.sr  .\,-,T, 


Abraham  Van  Etten, 
Beiij.  Van  Etten,  Jr., 
John  Van  Etten. 
Jacob  Van  Etten, 
Philii)  Traver, 
Bastian  Traver, 
Peter  Traver, 
John  Traver, 
Ja.ol.us  Vradenburgh, 
Jar.    Vrelrnlmrgh,Jr., 

Jo'llam.es  Kmg, 
Davi.l  King, 
Peter  Westlall, 
John  V.  Steeiiburgli, 
Gradus  Lewis, 
John  B.  Kip, 
Hugh  Landen, 
John  Kettvinan, 
Christian  Shults, 
.b.lin  Shults. 


id  Lo 


nanus  l!un.-h..lei 
('..nicll, 

.  Vi'adrnl'urgh.Jl 
IV  Pawling, 

.■s,-hi\^er, 


ll.iidk.  K.ker 
Jacob  Clial.-r, 
Jolin  Holmes, 
Philip  Pinek, 
John  Pinek, 
Philip  Pinek, 
Jacob  El.Mi. 
11,-nrv  Wedei- 


Jaeoli  Seeman,  Jr., 
David  Seeman,  Jr., 
JeivmiabSeeman.Jr 


lok, 

..ok. 


Jacob  Miller, 
John  J.  Cole, 
Jacob  l^homaker. 


Abi 


I  W. 


Dowlr   Klrharl. 

IMiilip  Kieliarl, 
Joliaiiiirs  Kieliart 
William  Wallace 
Henry  Wallace, 
Francis  Nehis, 
Charles  Nehis, 
Francis  Nehis,  Jr 
Peter  H,  Traver, 
John  H.  Traver, 
Frederu-k  'I'raver, 
Jacob  Traver, 


lain  Ma 
nas  Bli 
,  Smith 


,S.  Kip 
■Iius  Fv 
^.  Fvnii 


limu    Wesllall, 

Jul.  Mill.,  Darker, 

Jniv 

,1.1111   Wels, 

Mariner  liaiker, 

Will 

Hendeiieks, 

Lawience  Barker, 

LaiM 

,  Henderii'ks,  Ir 

.,  George  .Vlariiuct, 

I'tln 

Bander,  Jr., 

Peter  Prough, 

A.lai 

Tile, 

P.nvlis  Prough, 

J. .III. 

Srliever. 

Adam  Asher, 

John 

i-virk  S,-hever, 

Joliii  Asher, 

Ja.-..| 

■V  S,l,rver, 

(Jerrit  I)edrii-k. 

ivnv  StiMiil. 

Ja.-..l.Kisel  Bargh. 

Ja.-.il 

,  Siiniliui-li,  Jr. 

,    .I..I111  Kip, 

F.i'.l 

Irirk  Mmi. 

Beiij.  Van  Ellen, 

I'.\;i 

H  l!ont,:her. 

JarobusB.   Van  Ette, 

1,  J.   \  , 

ler  Uontchcr, 

Jacobus  J.  Van  Ettei 

1,     Phil, 

DUTCHESS  COUNTY,  JUNE  AND  JULY,  1715. 


Henry  Sherburne, 
Jonathan  Lewis, 
J.ibn  Hibbird, 
'1-heopbilus  Wadleigh, 
Timothy  Soaper, 
Samuel  Siiiilh, 
Daniel  Soule, 
Jacob  Lesh, 


Golph, 


Mo 

Ez, 

Ira  Winans, 

Lambert  Mory, 

Peter  Smith,  Jr., 


Eliphalet  Piatt, 
Isaac  Wood, 
Phineas  Rice,  Jr., 
Isaac  Young, 
James  Young, 


At  water, 


Titus  .Mead, 
David  Robins, 
John  Robins, 
Peter  Smith, 
Jesse  Cornell, 
Alisoleni  Trowbrid" 


er. 


Nathan  Lounsbury,  Benjamin  Terbush, 

Epenetus  Lounsbury,  (iabricl  Dowzenbery, 

Amlrus  Stickel,  Wilhelm  Finche, 

Christian  Cambel,  Benjamin  Crandle, 

Cornelius  ViUer,  William  Smith, 

John  Schermerhorn,  Moliso  Wilse, 

B.  Knickerbacker,  Jr.,  John  Stuarl, 

Peter  Van  Leuven,  Adam  Snider, 

Caleb  Reynolds,  William  Mansfield, 

David  Fisk,  Michael  Row,  Jr.. 

Ohadiah  Holmes,  Philip  Smith, 

John  Knickerbacker,  Jacob  Wewcr, 

Petrus  Hommel,  Samuel  .Mabbitt, 

Benj.  Knickerbacker,  John  Parkinson, 

Caleb  Force,  James  Neeson, 

Richard  Gray,  Israel  Green,  Jr. 


July  5,  1775. 
We,  the  subscribers,  being  legally  chosen  as  a  Sub-Com- 
mittee, do  return  the  names  of  all  persons  who  have  signed 
the  above  Association  ;  and  likewise  the  persons  who  did 

not  sign,  on  the  back.  ^,  ^ 

°  '  Charles  (jraham, 

Henry  Sherburne, 
a  list  of  the  persons  not  signers. 

John  Gen.  K.rriek,        Loekland  Alclntosh,      Henderrick  Cufin, 


Sinitli,  J 
I  Smith,' 


Wi 


Meli 
Melnl,jsh, 


Wi 


William  Rector, 
Valentine  Emert, 
Heiidk.  Younklion, 
John  Stickel, 


Wi 


^\■|lllalll  M..rrili.'l( 
Ja.  .,b  M.li.jiis.  Jr 
M..tis,.  Row, 
Dani.-I  M.Conale 
William  .Mehous,' 


Ml. 


Pulvin, 
Hendrick  Hoofman, 

Benj.  Vanleuvan, 
Isace  Vanleuvan, 
John  Weaver, 
Harry  Weaver. 
Hciulnek  Row, 
(iiles  Weaver, 
Michael  Smith, 
:Mi.:al  R..W,  Sr., 


We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the  Colony  of  A'cif- 
Yurk,  do  most  solemnly  declare,  that  tiie  claims  of  the 
liritish  Parliament  to  bind,  at  their  discretion,  the  people 
of  the  United  Colonies  in  America  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever are,  in  our  ojiinions,  absurd,  unjust,  and  tyrannical ; 
anil  that  the  hostile  attempts  of  their  fleets  and  armies  to 
enforce  submission  to  those  wicked  and  ridiculous  claims 
ought  to  be  resisted  by  arms.  And  therefore  we  do  en- 
gage and  associate,  under  all  the  ties  wliich  we  respectively 
hold  sacred,  to  defend  by  arms  these  United  Colonies 
against  the  said  hostile  attempts,  agreeable  to  such  laws  or 
regulations  as  our  representatives  in  the  Congress,  or  future 
General  Assemblies  of  this  Colony,  have  or  shall,  for  that 

piunose,  make  and  establish.  c  w 

'     1       '  Samuel  \N  iutten. 

The  names  of  those  who  refuse  to  sign  the  Association 
ill  Charlotte  Precinct  are:  Fcter  Hatfield,  Eliphaz  Fish, 
Jabrs  Finch,  Joseph  JIuslcd,  Edward  I'ndrel,  Richard 
.Simmons,  Daniel  Sales,  Jonathan  Lapham,  Stephen  Ilir, 
liarnard  Ilir,  Henry  fVeeks,  Samuel  Titus,  Hendrick 
Bur,  Richard  liartlett,  John  fVatson,  Samuel  Masher, 
F.dward  Mosher,  Ichabod  IVhiie,  Matthias  Brogue,  Uriah 
Hall. 


.-EllS    IN 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY, 

,   MAY,    1775. 

ithill. 

Or.inge  Webb, 

Joseph  Patty, 

ithill, 

Willi.im  Webb, 

Stephen  V.iil, 

rv,  3d, 

'I'homas  Vail, 

Ez,-kiel  (Jlover, 

1,'jr., 

John  .Mills, 

Jonathan  Young, 

Jr., 

John  Youngs, 

Wilhain  King, 

James  Gritiing, 

Dani.l  Young, 

mgs. 

John  OMoore, 

D.ini.lTulhill, 

a  her. 

Peter  GrilVing, 

Barnabas  Tiilhill, 

David  Terry, 

Calvin  .Moore, 

Ithill,  Jr. 

,   Svl  Lester. 

Cliristopher  Brow 

Il^r, 

Jmiathan  Terry, 

Nathaniel  King, 

■.ler. 

Asa  King,  Jr., 

John  Tuthill, 

ins,  Jr., 

Samuel  Beebi-o, 

Azariah  Tuthill, 

Groves  Glover, 

Jonathan  Terry, 

ggins. 

John  King,  Jr., 

Joseph  Lee,      " 

Lester  Boebee, 

Benjamin  King, 

■igs. 

Amon  Taber,  Jr., 

Ei.hrauu  King, 

lings. 

liobcrt  Hanlcy, 

Asa  King, 

Daniel  Brown, 

John  King, 

iig.  Jr., 

Jeremiah  Vail,  Jr., 

l!,.njamin  Racket, 

over,  Jr., 

,    Jonathan  King,  Jr., 

Joseph  King, 

609 
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Joseph  Booth, 
Isaiah  Brown, 
Jeremiah  Vail, 
Peter  TutliiU, 
Christopher  Tutliill, 
Lion  Gardiner, 
John  Tuthill,  Jr., 
Joseph  Terry, 
Rufus  Tuthill, 
Noah  Terry, 
Thomas  Terry,  Jr., 
Abraham  Vail, 
Samuel  Landon, 
Robert  Hempsteil, 
Zebulon  Ilalleck, 
AUsnp  Pane, 
Fregift  Wells, 
Samuel  Gritting, 
John  Conkling, 
John  Halleck, 
Daniel  Conkling, 
James  Davis, 
Nathan  Hainos, 
Joshua  Terry, 
Abijah  Corey, 
Joseph  Prince, 
Barnabas  Stanton, 
Obadiah  Vail, 
Nath.  Young, 
Benjamin  Bayley, 
John  Darrow, 
Dayton  Smith, 
Gam'l  Bayley, 
Richard  Terry, 
Stephen  Bayley, 
Daniel  Griffing, 
John  Pain, 
Jacob  Coukling, 
John  Tuthill,  Jr., 
Jonathan  Bayley, 
Benjamin  Pain, 
Jona.  Conkling,  Jr., 
William  Norton, 
Abraham  Corey, 
Joseph  Peck, 
James  W.  Booth, 
Ebenezer  Jennings, 
John  Prince, 
Giles  Wells, 
Eliakim  Perry, 
Jolm  Dickerson, 
Daniel  Booth,  Jr., 
William  Case, 
James  Corwin, 
Elisha  Vail, 
Jolm  Franks, 
John  Drake, 
John  Conkhn,  Jr., 
Peter  Danse, 
Tliomas  Ilempsted, 
Aaron  Overton, 
John  Overton,  Jr., 
Ichabod  Cleveland, 
Nathaniel  Bousseau, 
Joseph  Cleveland, 
William  Budd, 
Joseph  Hallock, 
]:)avid  ConkUng, 
Thomas  Prince, 
John  Storrs, 
Ezra  L'Hommediou, 
David  Conkling, 
Jonathan  King, 

Daniel  Tuthillf ' 
Pliilip  Chace, 
Barnabas  Horton,  Jr., 
Samuel  Landon,  Jr., 
John  Bousseau, 
JohnVaill, 
David  Conkling, 
Nathaniel  Overton, 
Nuth'l  Overton,  Jr., 
James  Overton, 
Daniel  Booth, 
William  Horton, 
Abijah  Winds, 
Joshua  Revcs, 
Joshua  Overton, 
Solah  Dickerson, 
Elten  Overton, 
Isaac  Overton, 
Jonathan  Webb, 
James  Horton, 
Hczekiah  Jennings, 
Joshua  Salmon, 
James  Terry, 
Edward  Peney, 
Benjamin  Davis, 
Jolm  Goldsmith,  Jr., 
Joshua  Salmon,  Jr., 
Samuel  Corwin,  Jr., 
Moses  Overton, 

.\,,ll,;ui|.  1  (..il.lMuith, 


Fourth  Series. 


Jonatlian  Rogers, 

Hezekiah  Jagger, 

Jeremiah  Bower,  Jr. 

,,    Benjamin  Sayrcs, 

David  Sayre, 

William  Rogers,  Jr. 

,     Benj.  Huntington, 

.■Mallhew  Pierson, 

Arneuy  Flint, 

Benjamin  Allen, 

Eleazer  Way, 

Jehlel  Howell, 

Paul  Dains, 

E,.7,ki.d  Howell, 

Nathan  Fordham,  Jr 

Jo..eph  Conkling, 

Silvanus  White, 

John  Pierson, 

Danal  Howell, 

John  Hudson,  Jr., 

John  Goldsmith, 

Thomas  Stephens, 

Silvanus  Topping, 

Daimd  Topping, 

Philip  Gildersleeve, 

Moses  Case, 

John  Kcnnv, 

Silas  White, 

Nathan  Wood, 

William  Conn, 

Benjamin  Horton, 

Jer..nuab  Ludlam, 

i'benis  Honian, 

Job  H,-d,,'es, 

James  Loper, 

John  Overton, 

D.ivi.l  llains. 

I- 1  Pierson,  .Id, 

Wilhain  Hallock, 

Alexander  King, 

Saninel  Corwin, 

William  il.Isey, 

.Fan„.s  Wooil, 

Silvanus  Topping, 

Joshua  Budd, 

Stephen  Corwin, 

Jonah  Tarbell, 

l>aniel  Hildreth, 

John  .Norms, 

John  Loper, 

Nalhaniel  Corwin, 

Sylvanus  Cook, 

James  Sayre, 

I'eler  Hildreth, 

John  Edwards,  Jr., 

'J'honias  Hutchinson 

,    John  Halsey, 

Jonathan  Russell, 

Ehiah  Stanbrough, 

Stephen  Stambrough 

Jolm  Foster, 

Silas  Woodruff, 

Armstrong  Bishop, 

R.jbert  Moon, 

Zeb.  Thomson, 

Ol.adiah  Johnos, 

Anthony  Ludlam, 

Timothy  Pierson, 

Nathaniel  Gardiner, 

David  Stambrough, 
Silas  Edwards, 

Elias  Pelletreaw, 

Daniel  Woudrutr, 

Jeremiah  Topping, 

Jo.seph  Conkling, 

Uriah  Rogers, 

Benjamin  Woodruff, 

Jabesh  Howell, 

Nathan  Fordham, 

Henry  Edwards, 
1,  Silas  Pain, 

Abraham  Rose, 

Moses  Rose, 

James  Worden,  Jr., 

Samuel  L'Hommediev 

Silas  Halsey, 

Sanmel  Hains, 

Henry  Moore, 

Daniel  Fordham, 

Clark  Truman, 

Gersliom  Culver, 

Daniel  Sanibrd,  Jr., 

Nathan  Flint, 

James  Howell, 

Alexander  Kin",  Jr., 

Thomas  Johncs, 

Ezukiel  Rose, 

Elisha  Stanbrough, 

Jonathan  Havens, 

Benjamin  Chasv', 
Edmond  Povey,  Jr., 
Sanmel  DavaM, 

Jonathan  Halsey, 

Elnathan  Pain, 

Silvanus  Pierson, 

Robert  Sheffield, 

Lemuel  Halsey, 

Daniel  Brown, 

Abraham  Pierson, 

John  Hudson, 

David  Rose, 

Isaa.-  Howell, 

John  Morehouse, 

William  Danall, 

Ananias  Conkling,  Jr. 

Isaac  Post, 

Steplien  Rose, 

Stephen  Howoll, 

Benjaniiii  Ch'ook, 

Abraham  Dickinson, 

Thomas  Cooper,  Jr., 

William  IJogers, 

David  Topping, 

Obadi.ih  (Jildersleeve 

,  Peter  Pain, 

Silas  Howell, 

C„pt.Wm.Bogers,Jr., 

Gideon  Hand, 

Samuel  King, 

Edmond  Povey, 
Jonathan  Pain,  Jr., 

.Tack.son  Scott,  Jr., 

David  Lupton, 

Isaac  Pierson, 

John  Hand,' 

Ezekiel  Howell, 

Daniel  Mulford, 

Jonathan  Hedges, 

Ephraim  Fordham, 

Moses  Drake, 

Henry  Hudson, 

.lesse  Halsey,  Sen., 

Jeremiah  Pierson, 

Abraham  Squier, 

Joseph  Hand, 

Ephraim  L'Homme- 

John  Rogers, 
Nathaniel  Rogers, 

Sihas  Cook, 

James  Storer, 

John  Gold, 

dieu,  Jr., 

Stephen  Pierson, 

Edward  Conkling, 

Joseph  Havens,  Jr., 

Stephen  Foster, 

Jonathan  Rogers, 

John  Dains, 

Ananias  Conkling, 

Hugh  Gelstou,  3d, 

Paul  Halsey, 
Adonijah  Raynor, 

James  Hains, 

lienjamin  Sayre,  2d, 

Barry  Tryon, 

Henry  Po.st, 

Henry  Halsey, 

Thomas  Stanbrough, 

John   Pain, 

James  Culver, 

James  Post, 

David  Cooper,  Jr., 

lOdward  Howell, 

William  Havens, 

Silas  Stuart, 

Stephen  Bishop, 

Baruett  Corweth, 

Stephen  Topping, 

William  Button, 

Ichabod  Cole, 

Benjamin  Coojicr, 

Ethan  Halsey, 

Stephen  Hedges, 

Eliakim  Grovon, 

Robert  Berry, 

Abraham  Cooper, 

Elisha  Halsey, 

Elias  Hedges, 

Silas  Jessup, 

Abraham  Jagger, 

Elias  Cooper, 

\Vm.  Rogers'Halsey, 

Job  Puirson,  Jr., 

Peter  King, 

Silas  Bugg,^" 
Benjamin  Madison, 

Elias  Matthews, 

1).  Fisher  Halsey, 

Peter  Hildreth,  3d, 

Silvanus  Wick, 

Joshua  Halsey, 

Silas  Halsey,      ' 

Daniel  Topping,  ;3d. 

John  N.  Fordham, 

William  Pain, 

Moses  Halsey,  Jr., 

Lemuel  Jennings, 

Zachariah  Pierson, 

Silvanus  Conkling, 

Jolm  Edwards, 

Abraham  Rogers, 

James  Sandford, 

Price  Howell, 

liriddoek  Covey, 

Joseph  Fraiser, 

Joseph  Hildreth, 

Silas  Tapping, 

Joseph  Talmage, 

Uiiah  Miller, 

Joshua  Rogers, 

Matthew  Howell, 

Zeph.  Tapping, 

Samuel  White, 

Jonathan  Hill, 

Timothy  Begly, 
WiUiain  Cooper, 

Nathaniel  Foster,  Jr., 

,  William  Schcllingcr, 

Henry  White, 

Jolm(;elston, 

Stephen  Howell, 

Matthew  Cooper, 

Jo.seph  Topping, 

Benjamin  Price, 

Nehemiah  Storer, 

William  Hill, 

Thomas  Halsey, 

Seth  Topping.' 

David  Tarbell, 

Robert  Knight, 

William  Jones,  Jr., 

James  Brown, 

David  Topping, 

Constant  Havens, 

Joseph  Conkling,  Jr., 

Isaiah  Halsey, 

Ephraim  White, 

Elnathan  White, 

Elisha  Clark, 

Benjamin  Chappel, 

Ry.ill  Howell, 

Steplien  White, 

Eleazer  Stanbrough, 

Grover  L'Hommedieu 

,  John  Foster,  Jr., 

Edward  Stepliens, 

Abraham  Rogers, 

David  Pierson,  Jr., 

Daniel  Albertson, 

Elnathan  Jennings. 

Wakmun  Foster, 

Tapping  Rogers, 

Jolin  Norris, 

Abra'm  Fordham,  Jr., 
Capt.  Jolm  Howell, 

,  Caleb  Brown, 
Isaac  Lopor, 

Objectors  against 

the  Association,  by  name,  are — 

Joel  Sandford, 

David  Woodruff, 

Isaac  Garrison, 

William  Ge.xo, 

Joseph  Divine, 

Sil.is  Wolley, 

David  Woodruff,  Jr., 

Lalling  Carpenter, 

.\ndrBW  Gee, 

Durnee  Relyee,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Relyee, 

Caleb  CV,oper, 

Sil.sCook, 

Moses  Grigory, 

Nathaniel  Gee, 

Nelieiiiiali  Sayre, 

Silas  Cooper, 

Jamea  Grigory, 

Henry  Cronk, 

William  Place, 

Ephraim  Howell, 

Silvanus  Sandford, 

Nathaniel  Hughson, 

Frederick  Cronk, 

Obadiah  Palmer, 

Capt.  David  Howell, 

David  Cook, 

Samuel  Merritt, 

Frederick  Gee, 

Samuel  Hallock, 

Jos.  Goldsmith, 

David  Cooper, 

Elisha  Purdy, 

George  Harden, 

Daniel  Cook,  Sen., 

Zeb.  Jessup, 

Ethan  Japping, 

John  Caverly, 

Jonathan  Lane, 

Jeremiah  Caiinatr, 

Charles  Wolley, 

Henry  Sandford, 

John  Young, 

Nehemiah  Horton, 

Isaac  Cannaff, 

Stephen  How.'ll, 

D.un.'-l   SllMlte-,, 

Edward  Hallock, 

Isaac  Horton, 

William  Warren, 

Abraham  Howell, 

.l'lV!„,,,h   Sl,-,;llen, 

Edward  Hallock,  Jr., 

David  Horton, 

Jacob  Rossel, 

Isaac  Post,  Jr., 

Aii.ini  is  1  '.M.|i(,r, 

Solomon  Fowler, 

Joseph  Lane, 

Humphry  Merritt. 

Jonah  Howell,  Jr., 

l!'.i|:n,nn  Wojlry, 

John  Ge.xo, 

Samuel  Divine, 

Sliadrach  Hihhvlh, 

D,.v,-I  Rogers, 

Elias  Howell, 

Ai.r,,liam  Baker, 

Ephraim  Foster, 

Josiah  Halsey, 
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Julin  Hi.rris, 

David  Cornithc, 

Jno.  SIoss  Hobart, 

Timothy  Smith, 

Nehemiah  Hartt, 

Willinni  White,  Jr., 

J,ni:s  11, ins. 

Piatt  Conkling, 

Jonathan  J  arvis. 

David  Wood, 

Zeb.  Halsey,  Jr., 

M.llll,■,^    ,l,,,-,,r, 

Zophar  Piatt, 

David  Carll, 

Edmond  Bmice, 

George  Alackie, 

.bi-,  {,M    i;,,,j    1  ,. 

Thomas  Wickes, 

Jonathan  Scudder, 

Isaac  Bun, 

JolmSayre, 

Stephen  Ketcham, 

Joseph  Buffet,  Jr., 

James  Nostra  n, 

John  P.illotreau, 

Stephen  Halsey,  Jr., 

Jesse  Brush, 

lObenczer  Gould, 

Joseph  Conklin-T, 

Charles  Howell, 

Job  Pierson, 

Israel  Wood, 

lehabod  Smith, 

Joseph  Wickes," 

Zebulon  Cooper, 

Abraham  Pierson, 

Steplien  Keloy, 
Timothy  Carll,  Jr., 

l';ii|.hi,let  Chichester, 

Josiah  Pederii-k, 

Stephen  Halsey, 

Josi.ih  Pierson, 

Samuel  Brush, 

Eliphalet  Jarvis. 

Jonah  Howell, 

Jonathan  Hedges, 

Thomas  Brush, 

D,avid  Sammis, 

John  Vail, 

Paul  Jones, 

David  Piersojl, 

ileniy  Semlder, 

Jeremiah  Wood,  Jr., 

Moses  Rogers, 

Samuel  Howell, 

D,ivid  Hand. 

Timothy  Ketcham, 

Jonathan  Titus,  Jr., 

Nathaniel  Jarvis, 

Sanmel  Cooper, 

,le,lr,iial|    l'|,,|s,i„. 

Benjamin  Y.  Prime, 

Jonas  Sammis, 

Philip  Jarvis, 

Samuel  Bishop,  Jr., 

'I'll,' .Ill     I'l  •i-on. 

John  Brush,  Jr., 

Silas  Bartow, 

Edmund  SciulJer, 

Sa.nuel  Peir.sun, 

1 '  1  •,  1 1  '•  ■  .  1    . 

John  Wickes, 

Zophar  Brush, 

Samuel  Oakly, 

William  Ludlam, 

1          1-1       ,.:_'. 

Jonah  N.  Ketcham, 

Isaac  Ketcham, 

Jonas  Williams,  Jr., 

Josiah  Jagger, 

1  ,   T'll           i'l      ,          ■!, 

Thomas  Brush, 

Jacaniah  Brush, 

Epenetus  Bryan, 
Jjines  Smith, 

Timothy  Remsen, 

\   •  ■        1      i  •     ,    ,  .  1 1 . 

Silas  Carll, 

Steplien  Whitman, 

Ashbel  Herrick, 

James  Rogers, 

loshua  Rogers, 

Jolm  Roberts, 

Zopbar  Cooper, 

\|    I'lS      ■■•      1',    ■■,,!,, 

Henry  Smith, 

1)  uiiel  Ketcham 

Robert  Jarvis, 

Jiremiah  Post, 

(■I'l    Uu         li. 

Phatt  Vail, 

Benjamin  Brush, 

Pl.iiili  Simth. 

David  Rose,  Jr., 

Li'iine  1    I'll  I-, 111,  Jr.. 

Zebulon  Piatt, 

X.itbiinrl  iiiiis:,, 

Ichabod  Sayre,  Jr., 

Jiiiiiih  III  W  liildVn," 

Thomas  Conkling, 

Johil^TUur'"' 

.bisiali  Wieki'S, 

David  Rayner,  Jr., 

|i,i\  111  II,  ,li',,,, 

Rlch.ird  Conkling,  Jr 

.,  Robert  Brush, 

Sliubal  Smith, 

Jolm  Bishop,  Jr., 

.b.s,„i|,'„„p,.. 

CHIirl  Bryan, 

Isaac  Ketcham,  Sr., 

Beiijaimn  'I'ltus, 

Daniel  Hildretli,  Jr., 

;:i||-'i,ir  Piatt,  Jr., 

Samuel  Ketcham, 

John  Squier, 

Jo.sepb  Hildreth,  Jr., 

1>  11,1,1   ri,r,~ii;i' 

-  . 'union  Ketcham, 

Josiah  Wickoa,  Jr., 

i;ilbert  Potter, 

Joseph  Goodale, 

1,'iiiis  Sl,,ii:ir,,i'"li, 

1'!    11  Cirll, 

.Ii.Imi  Haviland, 

John  Ketcham, 

Elias  Jennings, 

1,;,  !■  1  -•  ,-.  - . 

1.,    11-   Killv, 

Jacob  Brusii, 

Henry  Smith, 

•"  '     :■   1     :i     !  ,,,,,i,ii-.    ,; 

,  ,  ,  1    Tiius, 

Natlianiel  Harrison, 

Jolm  Howell,  Jr., 

\'  ■     'i  1    1    !!,',,  ' 

,       Lisalght, 

Jedediah  Foster, 

■'■1   ,:  ■          ,    1',     ,  ,   1,   ,, 

',  ,   ,     ,    1  !    I'leet, 

W'xfiniamf' 

James  Jennings, 

II,  ,1  ■  ■r,,;,,i|,',,. 

1  •  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,    \  ',  i  ,  .  ,  , 

i,  1    i„:r    Wood, 

Thaddeus  Smith 

Capt.  John  Fowler, 

1',      , 

Jacobus  N'ostran 

Sanmel  Jones, 

|:    ,   ■,    1 

:             1  ,  ,  1  1  ,,  , 

Ml     1  i,     i;.|,iip, 

John  Snedecar, 

Samuel  Jennings, 

11  ■,'iv,i,,'i   ll,,\i,,,r. 

I'll  n  li.iw  Smith, 

Ehphalet  Brush, 
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Selali  Conkling, 
Timothy  Conklina;, 
Ezra  Conkling, 
Tim.  Conkling,  Jr., 
Trodwell  Brush, 
Ananias  Conkling, 
Cornelius  Conkling, 
David  Conkling, 


Thomas  Coi.kling,  Jr. 
Jonas  Plait, 
Sylvanus  Cliichostcr, 
Win.  Pleas, 
Ilubbart  Conkling, 
Zophar  Ketcham, 
John  Morgan, 
Joseph  Jarvis, 
Israel  Titus, 
Jno.  Wheolor,  Jr., 
Jesse  Whitman, 
Daniel  Smith, 
Jacob  Ketcham, 
Henry  Saminis, 
Jesse  Saroniis, 
Alexander  Rogers, 
Isaac  Carlle  Ketcham 
Joseph  Rogers, 
John  Could, 
Jonathan  Titus,  Jr., 
Richard  Voleiitinc, 
Henry  Titus, 
John  Wheeler,  Jr., 
Jesse  Wood, 
Joseph  Titus, 
Ebenezer  Piatt, 
Abrial  Titus, 
Ebenezer  Kellum, 
William  Il.iviland, 
Ichabod  Smith,  Jr., 
Samuel  farmon, 
Strattou  lirvan. 
Van  A.  Kobhiiis, 
Elijah  Wickes, 
Jacob  Beagle, 
Ananias  Carll, 
Gilbert  Fleet, 
Jesse  Bryan, 
Fincli  Gildersleeve, 
Josiah  Sopor, 
Wilmot  Oakley, 
Samuel  Nostran, 
Charles  Durycc, 
Joshua  Ketcham, 
John  Smith, 
Daniel  Ireland, 
Selah  Wilmoth, 
Jesse  Wilmoth, 
Jacob  Conkling, 
Piatt  Brush, 
Zehulon  Ketcham, 
John  Rogers, 
Zachariah  Rogers, 
Israel  Conkling, 
John  Buffet, 
Dirck  Ambeman, 
Reuben  Sammis, 
Elkanah  Conklmg, 
Samuel  Smitli, 
John  Vanhelt, 
Selah  Carll, 
Lemuel  Carll, 
Gilbert  Carll, 
Joase  Carll, 
Jonathan  Keley, 
John  Keley, 
Zehulon  Smith, 


Silas  Smith, 
John  Hartt, 
Natlian  Volentinc, 
Micah  Hartt, 
Thomas  Rhodes, 
Reuben  Bartow, 
Ezckiet  Brush, 
Job  Sammis, 
Nathaniel  J^irvis, 
Alexander  Sammis, 
Zophar  Smith, 
Israel  Denton, 
Timothy  Titus, 
Piatt  Keley, 
James  Ma  gee, 
John  Honey, 
Michael  Beadle. 
Nathaniel  Smitli, 
Samuel  Jarvis, 
David  Kelley, 
David  Smith, 
Zehulon  Buffet, 
Reuben  Rolph, 
Aaron  Ilighy, 

NAMES  OF  ^'ERSO^ 


Peter  Roland,  Jr., 
Matthew  Bunco, 
Thomas  Fleet, 
Ebenezer  Sammis, 
John  Johnson, 
William  Johnson, 
Joseph  Bennet, 
Jolm  Taylor, 
Lemuel  Douglass, 

,  Simon  Fleet,  Jr., 
Reuben  Johnson, 
John  Sammis,  Jr., 
Jonah  Conkling, 
Ebenezer  Conkhng, 
Joseph  Wood, 
John  Denton, 
Samuel  Hartt, 
William  Nieoll, 
Natliamel  Udle, 
Timothy  Scudder,  Jr. 
Thomas  Haight, 
James  Bryan, 
Moses  Wickes, 
Richard  Piatt, 
Hezekiah  Smith, 

,  Benjamin  Blatsly, 
Jonah  Scudder, 
Isaac  I.osee, 
Lemurl  Smith, 
Henry  Combs, 
David  Kusca,  Jr., 
Willi.im  Scudder, 
Al.x;iiulor  Denton, 
Job  Smith, 
Samuel  Stratton, 
Amos  Baldwin, 
.Vuniiig  Moberry, 


Obadiah  Kellum, 
Jacob  Noaks,  Sr., 
Jacob  Noaks,  Jr., 
.Simon  Noaks, 
Austin  Jar\-is, 
John  Grenell, 
John  Albert, 
Joseph  Albert, 
Moses  Rolph, 
Josejih  Ketcham, 

J..lin  Roland, 
Josc.ph  Whitman, 
Nathaniel  Wilmoth, 
Timothy  Chichester, 
Arthur  Dingee, 
Abel  Wood, 
Jacob  Dow, 
Benjamin  Oakley, 
Alexander  Conkling, 
Lemuel  Mosure, 
Cliarlcs  Berry, 
Ebenezer  Chicliostcr, 
William  Foster, 
D.ivicI  Jackson, 
Joshua  Ketcham, 
Luke  Roland,  Jr., 
Strphen  Stratton, 
Will  nun  Burch, 
Israel  Ketcham, 
Obadiah  Barton, 
Sammd  Jack.son, 
Joshua  Brush, 
Thnmas  Riiland, 
Losee  Totten, 

Stephen  Whitci 
Jonas  Rogers, 
Mo.ses  Jarvis, 
Samuel  Oakly, 
Abraham  Jarvis,  Jr., 
John  Thoina.s, 


Joel  Scudder, 
Molaneton  Bryan, 
Eliakim  Brush, 
Alexander  Wood, 
Daniel  Blatsley, 
Daniel  Blatsley,  Jr., 
Ananias  Brush, 
Nathan  Plait, 
John  Haff, 
Luke  Ruland,  Sr., 
John  Cannon, 
Jacob  Vanbelt, 
Elnathan  Smith, 
Jesse  Conkling, 
Abijah  Keteham, 
Reuben  K.leham, 
James  lierrv, 
Nehemiah  Hartt,  Jr., 
Stephen  Abli,-t, 
Philip  Keteham, 
Daniel  Hartt, 
Robert  Kellum, 
Isaac  Noaks, 
Israel  Wood, 
Samuel  Muncey, 
Allison  Wright, 
Philip  Kellum, 
Obadiah  Kellum, 
Jacob  Smith, 
Ebenezer  Wood, 
Natlianiel  Rusco, 
Joseph  Ireland, 
Silas  Wiekes, 
Obadiah  Piatt, 
Israel  Smith, 
James  Penrsali, 
Ehphab-t  Stratton, 
Robert  Milli^Mii, 
John  P.d.rick, 


Isaac  Smith,  Jr., 
Joel  Smith, 
Ambrose  Wickes, 
Richard  Ruland, 
William  Johnson,  Jr., 
William  Rogers, 
Isaiah  Whitman, 
Daniel  Pearsall, 
Jacob  Ireland, 
Benjamin  Conkling, 
Benjamin  Denton, 
Silas  Sammis,  Jr., 
William  Sammis, 
Alexander  Ketcham, 
Jesse  K.-tcham, 
Thomas  Sands, 
Josejill  Smith, 
John  Gildersleeve, 
Gilbert  Wood, 
Benj.  Gildersleeve, 
Isaac  Bunce,  Sr., 
William  Soper, 
Moses  Soper, 
Seth  Jarvis, 
John  Bunco, 
Lemuel  Bryan, 
James  Smith,  Sr., 
William  (iates, 
Jona.  Sammis,  Jr., 
Joseph  Hiyba, 
Josiah  Uogi.rs, 
John  Totten, 
Henry  Jarvis, 
Samuel  Seidmore, 
Hezekiah  Smitli, 
Jeremiah  Smith, 
Daniel  Rogers, 
Moses  Vail, 
Isaac  Seidmore, 
Micah  Vail, 
Timothy  Tavlor, 
Richard  Wier, 
K/.-kiel  K.t.ham, 

Calrb   K.'leham, 


Keley, 


Augustin  Bryan, 
;  IN  HUNTINGTON    WI 
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Nathaniel 
Joshua  Bi 
Isaac  Young, 
Thomas  Scudder,  Jr. 
Henrv  Allv, 
Jesse  ■Bufiet, 
lehabod  Jarvis, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
John  Ruland, 


Peter  Ruland, 
Stephen  Totten, 
Miles  Oakly, 
Selah  Sammis, 
Jesse  Baldwin, 
Pel.g  Wood, 
Nathl.  Ketcham, 
Henry  Oakly, 
James  Abbot, 


Samuel  Townsond, 
John  Soper, 
Isaac  Bunce,  Jr., 
Philip  Wickes, 
Zebadiah  Bunce, 
Thomas  Seidmore, 
Zophar  Rogers, 
Richard  Rogers, 
Peter  Collier. 


Quakers :  Parrot  Fleet,  Jesse  Fleet,  Jeremiah  Wood, 
Sen.,  Israel  Ketcham,  David  Ketcham,  James  Oakly,  Jr. 

ISLIP   I'RKCINCT,   SUFFOLK    COUNTY. 

At  a  towii-mceting  of  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  ol' 
the  Precinct  of  Llip,  in  tiie  said  County,  on  tlie  13th  day 
of  May,  Anno  Domini  1775,  it  was  agreed  upon  by  the 
subscribers  to  assent  to  and  acquiesce  in  the  measures  pre- 
scribed by  tlie  foregoing  Association  ;  but,  from  the  small 
number  of  tis,  think  it  inexpedient  to  send  a  Deputy,  but 
choose  rather  to  abide  by  the  determination  of  the  other 
Deputies  of  the  County.  And  as  some  of  us  are  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  we  mean  to  act  no  further  than  is 
consistent  with  our  religious  principles.  [Not  one  of  the 
Quakers  signed  the  Association.] 


John  K... 
Jes.so  R., 
John  L,' 
Joseph  I 
Jonathai 
William 
John  Hii 
William 


Isaac  Thompson, 

The  names  underwritten  are  the  names  of  those  persons 
that  did  not  ciioose  to  sign  the  foregoing  Association: 
Plnti  Smith,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Israel  Howell,  Jr.,  Caleb 
Wood,  Jeremiah  Iloman. 

The  following  are  the  people  called  Quakers :  Richard 
Willets,  David  H'illcts,  Jacob  Willets.  Jacob  Willets,  Jr., 
Jolm  WilUls,  Job  H'ilhts,  Jacob  Willets,  ;3d,  Obadiah 
Orecn,  Adonijah  L'luhrhill. 

Islip,  7»«f  ait,  ITTo. 

Pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress at  Xcw-York,  to  William  Nicoll,  E^q.,  I\Ir.  Rich- 
ard fi'illt'ts,  and  me,  directed,  I  have  made  a  tender  of 
the  enclosed  Association,  k.c.,  to  those  persons  who  de- 
clined signing  it  at  our  town-meeting;  and  the  names  of 
such  as  still  decline  to  sign  it  are  returned  herewith. 

Isaac  Thompson. 
To  Peter  T^.  B.  Llvim^ston,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  at  Aew-  York. 

P.  S.  There  are  a  number  of  persons  that  live  within 
the  bouiiils  of  this  Precinct  tluit  have  signed  the  Associa- 
tion at  Huntington  and  at  Smithloirn,  whose  names  are 
not  on  this  paper. 

SIGNERS  IN  F.ASTHAMPTON,  SUFFOLK  COtTNTY. 


Benajah  Strong, 

William  Smith,  Jr 

Israel  Howell, 

Jonas  Wheeler, 

John  Moubray, 

Thomas  Smith, 

.Mieah  Wheeler, 

Mouhrav  Smith, 

Jeremiah  Terry, 

James  Morris,  Jr., 

Zehulon  Sexton, 

(Jr.irge  Smith, 

William  Smith, 

JnlurLdwards, 

Isaac  Mune. 

Caleb  Saxton, 

Nathaniel  Oakly, 

William  Terry, 

Samuel  Oakly, 

Daniel  Wheeler, 

James  Smith. 

Jacob  Baker, 

Th" 

mas 

W 

lekl 

Sli']i 

iheii 

H< 

•dj;. 

Join 

1  G. 

irdi 

luel 

Bu 

ell,' 

join 

iHi 

ids 
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,el  1 
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Mi 
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Jere, 

li  IJ 

lavt 

Tho 

mas 

Di 

bi,k 

Noa 

h  B 

aril 

akling. 

Thomas  Jones, 

Mulford, 

Huntling  Mille 

ConkUng, 

Samuel  Stralto 

,v. 

Abraiiaiii  Sherr 

"arsons, 

Recompense  SI 

D.I 

.vid  Mulfonl, 

Jonathan  Harnby, 

i\l: 

atthew  Mulford, 

Wm.  Conkhng,  Jr. 

Jo 

Jo' 

hn  IMiller, 
lin  Davlon, 

David  Davton, 
David  Miller, 

■':' 

"'•  <i  ' .Jr., 

Henry  Hopping, 
Josiah  Osborne, 

11, 

Joseph  Hopping, 

.1,, 

IN,      \|ul,    ,,'.l,-,!' 

John  Strong, 
N.athaniel  Talmagc 

Al 

.r,.li,iiii  Barns, 

P., 

triek  Goold, 

Jeremiah  Miller,  J, 

!>.! 

Vid  Talmadge, 

Abraham  Dinion, 

S.> 

til  Barns, 

Isaac  Dimon, 

J,e 

-on  .Miller, 

Cornelius  Osborne, 

Sii 

oon  Dibble. 

AVilliam  Hedges, 

w 

ilhaiii  Mulford, 

Elisha  Talmage, 

Je 

n-miah  SherriU, 

George  Gladden, 

(<l 

ir.lon  Miller, 

Abraham  Hand, 

A. 

iron  Isaacs,  Jr, 

Stephen  Straiten, 

i-;i 

i5ha  Jones, 

Thomas  Osborne, 

Le 

wis  Chatfield, 

Jere.  Osborne,  Jr.. 

El 

los  Talmadge, 

Jonathan  Mulford, 

Ei: 

lOsTalmage, 

Isaac  M.  Hunllmg, 
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James  Hand, 
Jereiniali  Talmagc, 
Jeremiah  Miller, 
George  Strong, 
Lewis  Osborne, 
Joseph  Osborne, 
William  Hedges,  Jr., 
Recompense  Sherrill, 
David  Edwards, 
Ezekiel  Mulford, 
Cornelius  Pain, 
David  Tithian, 
Samuel  Conkling, 
Thomas  Baker, 
Isaac  Van  Scoy, 
Isaac  Van  Scoy,  Jr., 
Nathaniel  Hand, 
Matthew  Barns, 
Philetos  Osborne, 
Merry  Parsons, 
AViUiam  Parsons, 
Henry  Dominy, 
John  Parsons, 
Jonathan  Osborne, 
Joseph  Osborne, 
Jeremiah  Conkling, 
Samuel  Conkling, 
John  Mulford, 
Jonathan  Tutho, 
Jesse  Dayton, 
Jacob  Dayton, 
Jeremiah  Parons, 
Mulford  Conkling, 
Matthew  Stratton, 
Joseph  Miller, 
Abraham  Edwards, 
Samuel  Parsons, 


Jeremiah  Conkling, 
Zcbulon  Conklmg, 
Isaac  Conkhng, 
Jonathan  Edwards, 
Abraham  Loper, 
Philip  Hedges, 
George  Miller, 
Thos.  Edwards,  Jr:, 
Elias  Mulford, 
Edward  Conkling, 
Jrdcdiah  Conkling, 


I,  Hicks, 
iriah  Hicks, 
dah  Dayton, 
ker. 


Isaac  Schellinger, 
Abraham  Baker, 
Nathan  Mulford, 


John  Gardiner,  Jr., 
Aaron  Tithian, 
David  Talmage,  Jr., 
Jeremiah  Sherrill, 
Nathan  Conkling,  3d,  Je 


Jeremiah  Loper, 
David  Edwards,  Jr., 
Edward  Bonnet, 
Ludlam  Parsons, 
John  Parsons, 
Josiah  Mulford, 
Elisha  Mulford,  Jr., 
Stephen  Russell, 
Jeremiah  Hedges, 
Thomas  Talmage, 
Jeremiah  Osborne, 
John  Hedges, 
Sanuiel  Hutchinson, 
Jacob  Miller, 
Henry  Miller, 
Ezekiel  Hand, 
Abraham  Conkling, 
Elisha  Conkling, 
Elisha  Osborne, 
Matthew  Osborne, 
Jedediah  Osborne, 
Jacob  Osborne, 
Benjamin  Hopping, 
Jonathan  Squ  er. 


Hand, 


Elnathan  Parsons, 
Cornelius  Bessett, 
David  Miller, 
Peleg  Miller, 
Ehsha  Miller, 
Daniel  King, 
Daniel  Edwards, 
Nathan  Miller, 
Stephen  Burnet, 
James  Field, 
Samuel  Mulford, 
jamin  Conkling, 


Samuel  Sherrill,  Jr.,     Gemalle  Bennet, 


Eleazer  Hedges,  Seth  Parsons, 

Abm.  Mulford,  Jr.,  Richard  King, 

David  Loper,  Mulford  Conkling 

Nathaniel  Domony,  William  Bassett, 

Isaac  Pain,  Ezekiel  Miller, 

Benjamin  Parsons,  John  Huntling, 

Jacob  Conkling,  Abraham  Quan, 

Jacob  Conkling,  Jr.,  David  Loper, 

Christ.  Dibble,  John  King, 

Samuel  Gardiner,  Ichabod  Kayner, 

David  Leek,  Smith  Osborne, 

Abraham  Leek,  Abraham  Miller, 

Samuel  Dayton,  Jonathan  Miller, 

Uriah  Miller,  Samuel  Mulford, 

Nathan  Miller,  Ezekiel  Jones, 

Abraham  Schellinger,  Ezekiel  Jones,  Jr. 

Jeremiah  Conkling,  Nathan  Conkling, 

Nathaniel  Baker,  Daniel  Loper, 

These  may  certify  that  every  male  in  the  Town  of  East- 
hampton  have  signed  the  above  Association,  that  are  capa- 
ble of  bearing  arms.     By  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  Chatfif.ld,  Chairman. 


John  Talmage, 
Abraham  Osborne, 
Henry  Hopping, 
Elias  Hand, 
Henry  Dayton, 
Zebedee  Osborne, 
John  Parsons, 
John  Stratton, 
Jacob  .Sherrill, 
Samuel  Baker, 
Micah  Hart, 
Benjamin  Leek, 
Abraham  Hedges, 
Jacob  Osborne, 
Jonathan  Skellengcr, 
Thomas  Edwards, 
David  Baker, 
Sineus  Conkling, 
James  Loper, 
Stephen  Cooper,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Eyres, 
Benjamin  Hedges, 
John  Parsons,  4th, 
Nathl.  Dommoney, 
Edward  Wick, 
Jeremiah  Terroy, 
William  Barns, 
Ananias  Miller, 
Thomas  Filer, 
John  Hoo.t. 


John  Sandtord, 
Daniel  Schellinger, 
Ezekiel  Sandford, 
Maltby  Gelston, 
Jonah  Tarbell, 
James  Hildreth, 
Jeremiah  Halsey, 
Stephen  Halsey, 
Paul  Halsey, 
John  Hulbert, 
John  Hildreth, 
Edward  Topping, 
Silas  Norris, 
Daniel  Schellinger, 
Ezekiel  Sandford,  3i 
Philip  Howell, 
David  Sandford,  Jr., 
Daniel  Hains, 
David  Howell, 
James  Cook, 
Nathan  Norris,  Jr., 
William  Sandford, 
Seth  Howell, 
Benjamin  Sandford, 
Samuel  Brown, 
Ehas  Sandford, 
Joshua  Howell, 
Jonathan  Cook, 
Jeremiah  Howell, 
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Samuel  Howell,  3J, 
Abraham  Sandford, 
Isaac  Hddreth, 
N.iih  Hildreth, 
Timothy  Matthews, 
Moses  Howell, 


;  Cook, 


David  Sandford, 
Pliineas  Howell, 
Matthew  Halsey, 
James  Terry, 
Zachariah  Sandford, 
Stephen  Cook, 
Thomas  Topping, 
James  Hildreth,  Jr., 
Joseph  Moore, 
Henry  Howell, 
Mitchell  Cook, 
Lewis  Sandford, 
Josiah  Raynor, 
Stephen  Halsey, 
Luther  Hildreth, 
William  Gelston, 
John  Cook,  Jr., 
Jonah  Sandford, 
Nathan  Sandford, 
Tliomas  Howell, 


John  Woodruff, 
Henry  Brown, 
Stephen  Schellinger 
Robert  Moore, 
Elias  Cook,  Jr., 
Josiah  Sandford, 
Daniel  Schellinger, 
Abraham  Cook, 
Silvauus  Halsey, 
Isaac  Jessup, 
David  Gelston, 
Elias  Cook, 
Thomas  Cooper, 
Lemuel  Howell, 
Abraham  Hassey, 
Joshua  Hildreth, 
Walter  Howell, 
Timothy  Halsey, 
John  Hill, 
Thomas  Gelston, 
Stephen  Sandford, 
Matthew  Halsey, 
Nathaniel  Jessup, 
George  Forliam, 
Nathan  Norris, 
Abraham  Cook, 
Daniel  Moore, 


Abraham  Schellinger,  Theophilus  Halsey, 
Silas  Sandford,  Thomas  Sandford. 

Daniel  Halsey, 


Southampton,  August  1,  1775. 

These  may  certify  that  all  the  males  of  the  Town  of 
Southampton,  from  sixteen  years  and  upwards,  have  signed 
the  Association,  excepting  Mr.  Elisha  I'aine  and  John 
Cook.  Daniel  Howf.ll, 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  Correspondence. 


SIGNERS    in   BROOKHAVEN,  SUFFOLK   COUNTY. 


Suuthampion,  Suffolk  Countij.  July  19,  177:.. 

This  may  certify,  all  those  whom  it  may  concern,  that 
tlie  inhabitants  of  Southampton,  from  sixteen  years  old  and 
upwards,  have  signed  the  General  Association,  except  Tho- 
mas SaiuJ ford,  ¥.5(1.,  Hugh  Raincr,  Thomas  Norris,  John 
Cool;  and  Elisha  Faitte:  p^^^^^  Howell, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 


Richard  Woodluill, 
Nathaniel  Roe,  Sr., 
John  Roe,  Sr., 
Samuel  Davis, 
Joshua  Longbothom, 
Eleazer  Hawkins,  Sr., 
Barth.  Redmond, 
Havons  Hawkins, 
Samuel  Dunn, 
Nathan  Woodhull, 
Jonathan  Tliompson, 
Philips  Roe, 
Thomas  Smith, 
Abraham  Woodhull, 
Samuel  Thompson, 
John  Roc,  Jr., 
Elnathan  Satterly, 
David  Williamson, 
Daniel  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Roe,  Jr., 
Isaac  Davis, 
Jedediah  Williamson, 
Jacob  Van  Brunt, 
David  Hulse, 
Abijah  Tooker, 
Joseph  Davis, 
Benj.  Hawkins,  Jr., 
Richard  Satterly, 
Timothy  Hawkin.s 
John  Baylcs,  Jr., 
George  Davis, 
Nathan  Woodhull,  Jr., 
Eliphalet  Whitman, 
Austin  Roe, 
William  Smith, 
Caleb  Brewster, 
Isaac  Roe, 
John  Talmage, 
iSaniuel  Davis,  Jr., 
Jothan  Jayne, 
Barnabas  Reeve, 
Jonas  Davis, 
Jonah  Davis, 
Jonas  Hawkins, 
Alexander  Hawkins, 
Joseph  Hawkins, 
Alex.  Hawkins,  Jr., 
Jacob  Hawkins, 
Simeon  Hawkins, 
Samuel  Hawkins, 
David  Hawkins, 
Isaac  Hawkins,  Jr., 
Justice  Roe, 
John  Hawkins, 
Zophar  Hawkins, 
Isaac  Hawkins,  Sr., 
John  Bayles,  Sr., 
Selah  Strong,  Jr., 
Abel  Woodhull, 
Ants  Helm, 
Edmund  Smith, 
Obadiah  Davis, 
Nath'l  Longbolliom, 
Nath'l  Tooker,  Sr., 
Nath'l  Tooker,  Jr., 
Philips  Tooker, 
Caleb  Davis, 
Cornelius  Clerk, 
John  Steward, 
Nathaniel  Biggs, 
Elias  Thompson, 
Israel  Hawkins, 
Selah  Smith, 
Jonathan  Dickerson, 
John  More, 
William  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Woodhull, 
Josiah  Smith, 
Benjamiu  Havens, 
Matthew  Smith, 
Selah  Havens, 
Israel  Robinson, 
Nath'l  Woodward, 
Henry  Hulse, 
Ezekiel  Homans, 
Jesse  Rose, 
Ezekiel  Hedge,  Jr., 
Julin  Leek, 
William  Clerk,  Jr., 
William  Stell, 
John  Smith, 
David  Howell, 
Jonathan  Thomson, 
Robert  Homan, 


Seth  Marvin, 
Richard  Hulse, 
John  Havons,  Jr., 
Douse  Lane, 
Nathaniel  Brown, 
John  Havens, 
Paul  Hulse, 
Elijah  Davis, 
James  Swezey, 
David  Rose, 
Mordecai  Homan, 
Ebeiirzer  Homan, 
Nathaniel  Brewster, 
John  Marvin, 
Nathan  Rose, 

Wiihaiii  Brewster, 
Daniel  Davis, 
Benjamin  Woodhull, 
Stepiien  Randal, 
John  Alliben, 
Jonathan  Benjamin, 
Jonathan  Jones, 
John  Turner, 
Brewster  Terry, 
GiUum  Davis, 
Ebenczer  Dayton, 

Goldsmith  Davis, 
William  Swezey, 
Isaac  Swesey, 
Gershom  Terry, 
Daniel  Petty, 
Revc  Herell, 
Gersliom  Brown, 
William  Davis, 
Stephen  Swezey, 
James  Tucker, 
William  Edmonds, 
Joseph  Terry, 
Joseph  Seward, 
Isaac  Hulse, 
WilUam  Brewster,  Jr 
Philip  Leek, 
William  Clark, 
John  Brewster, 
Abel  Swezey, 
Joseph  Seward, 
James  Sills, 
James  Swezey,  Jr., 
I'aul  Terry, 
Job  Mulford, 
Thomas  Rose, 
Jonathan  Baker,  Jr., 
Ananias  Smith, 
Jonah  Tooker, 
Samuel  Dayton, 
Hugh  Smith, 
Benjamin  Marvin, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Alexander  Wickes, 
John  Marvin,  Jr., 
Nathaniel  Haven, 
John  King, 
William  Thompson, 
William  Baker, 
John  Townsen, 
Benjamin  Thomson, 
John  Smith, 
William  Bower, 
Joseph  Payu, 
Jehiah  Weed, 
Matthew  Woodruff, 
Jedediah  Marvin, 
Joseph  Seribner,  Jr., 
Ephraim  Smith, 
Thomas  Avery, 
Thaddeus  Cole, 
Gershom  Hawkins, 
Reginald  Finch, 
Amos  Adams, 
Joseph  Terry, 
Micajah  Jane, 
Isuiali  Moger, 
Bennjah  Hubbard, 
Jeffry  Brewster, 
Nathaniel  Finch, 

Mordecai  Homan,  3d 
Joseph  Homan, 
Matthew  Marvin, 
Daniel  Jones, 
Thaddeus  Gilbert. 
Elmer  Gilbert, 


Eliakim  Jones, 
Mordecai  Homan, 
Voyer  Avery, 
Ebenezer  Homan,  Jr., 
Samuel  Robinson, 
Nathan  Rose,  Jr., 
Joseph  Swezey, 
Stephen  Satterly, 
Zachariah  Hawkins, 
Daniel  Rose, 
David  Halleck, 
David  Fanning, 
Humphry  Avery, 
Henry  Sumerie, 
Jacob  Baker, 
Jacob  Andres, 
Daniel  Nash, 
Joseph  Jones, 
Humphry  Avery,  Jr., 
Nathan  Avery, 
Zephaniah  Wickes, 
Seth  Marvin, 
Garret  Degrote, 
Daniel  Brown, 
Moses  Marvin, 
Ehhu  Marvin, 
Jesse  Rayner, 
John  Ryder, 
John  Dayton, 
Jehiel  Weed,  Jr., 
Nathaniel  Havens, 
Robert  Hawkings, 
Benjamin  Rayner, 
Simeon  Raymond, 
Ebenezer  Seribner, 
Shadrach  Jeanes, 
Isaac  Jones, 
Joseph  Lane, 
Timothy  Reynolds, 
Eleazer  Bellows, 
James  Sherrod, 
Seth  Seribner, 
,  John  Smith, 
Stephen  Fountain, 
Ephraim  Marvin, 
James  Bates, 
Jonah  Hulse, 
Ebenezer  Raynor, 
Andrew  Patchen, 
Isaac  Overton, 
Daniel  Lowns, 
Christopher  Moger, 
Selah  Stronge, 
John  Woodhull, 
Ebenezer  Miller, 
C.  Woodhull,  Lieut., 
James  Davis,  Ensign, 
Noah  Halleck, Sprg■'^ 
David  Davis,  Serg't, 
M.  S.Woodhull,Ser^'<, 
Thomas  Helme, 
John  Robinson, 
John  Woodhull, 
R.  Robinson,  Serg't, 
Joseph  Phillips, 
Israel  Davis, 
Jabesh  Norton, 
George  Norton, 
Asael  Garret, 
Joseph  Brown, 
Ediuond  Robinson, 
Daniel  Baylis, 
Jarod  Wooley, 
Timothy  Davis, 
Joshua  Davis, 
Samuel  Phillips,  Sr., 
William  Phillips, 
Andrew  Miller,  Jr., 
Henry  Woodhull, 
James  Woodhull, 
Gilbert  Woodhull, 
Jeffry  A.  Woodhull, 
Thomas  Helrae,  Jr., 
William  Helme, 
Jacob  Eaton, 
Fortunatus  'Taylor, 
Josiah  Hallock, 
Wissell  Sell, 
,  Joshua  Tuthill, 
Josiah  Woodhull, 
Peter  Scidmore, 
Gilbert  Davie, 
Richard  Davis, 
Daniel  Hammond. 
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David  Mulford,  Jr. 
Chapman  Davis, 
Noah  lIall.,.;k,Jr., 
Joeepli  Urouii,  Jr., 
Jan.es  ^h,■.■T, 
Saniuol  |),.vl..n,  3c 
Micah  .•^L-i.l'a.nrr, 
Koyal  Il.ihbarrl, 
Rianear  Van  Iloos( 
James  Woodhull, 
Silas  Davis, 
WilHam  Jane, 
I,i(ilet  Tucker, 
Dauiul  Robins, 
Thomas  ] 
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Francis  Burt, 
Samu.-I  Hopkins, 
..\ndrrvv  Miller, 
William  Miller, 
Thcopli.  I'hillips, 
Juhn  Tookcr, 
Henry  Kohins, 
Joseph  Davis, 
Joseph  Davis,  Jr., 
Elisha  Davis, 
Samuel  Hopkins, 
Isaac  Robinson, 
Benjamin  TulliiU, 
Spicer  Davis, 
Samuel  Phillins. 


Tliese  neglect  and  refuse  to  sign  the 
Bcnajah  Edwards,  Rkliard  Miller,  Sc 
ry  Robins,  Jr.,  Solomon  Reeve  and  liii 
Ur,  Nathaniel  Miller. 


Jeremiah  Kinncr, 
Timothv  Norton, 
Nathaniel  Tuokcr, 
Eliakim  Davis, 
Timothy  Norton,  Jr., 
William  Davis, 
Thomas  Robinson, 
Frederick  Hudson, 
James  .Sell, 
James  Lupton, 
Thomas  I'aunii.c, 
Zcbulon  AVoudhuIl, 
William  Kinner, 
.Alartain  liroun. 

within  Association  : 
lomon  Davis,  Hen- 
son,  Timuthij  Mil- 


BROOKII.WEN   ASSOCIATION. 

N.  B.  Those  who  choose  more  time  for  consideration, 
or  do  dissent  iierefrom,  are  distinguished  by  an  asterisk 
[thus  *]  aliixed  to  their  names. 

Wm.  Brewster,  Capt.,   Daniel  Davis,  3d,  Zeph.  Conkling,* 

Isaac  D:ivis,  t.irut.,      B'-njiiiiin  Woodhull,  Gershom  Brown, 

D.  Mnl--.r,l,'/:r,- :'-i,     X  "'.    H  iwkings,»  James  Osborne, 

I.;i,i.,,i  |i  ,   (  \\   •'   I    !  HiTard,  Jr.,  Isaac  .Smith,  Jr., 

IVatl,]    \        ,      \    ,      '     -         ,     .  K.Lndal,  Nathan  l).ivis, 

Jno.  11 A   '-',       I   i.m;   I  i>v,.rton,  Joel  Conkhu};,'' 

Isaiah  .S[Mith,  .Srjij'f,     \Wiii  im  Davis,  Josiah  Satturly, 

Job  Mullbrd,  Sers't,      lioijerl  Honian,  Christo.  Robinson,* 

Eln.  Davis,  Drummer,  Jonathan  Jones,  William  Brewster, 

John  Leek,  Corpora!.   James  Overton,  Christopher  Swezey, 

Win.  Clarke, C017w.ru/,  William  SliU,  Justus  Overton, 

Juna.  Edwiirdi-. Curp-l.  Joseph  (i.-rrarJ,  Benjamin  Overton, 

Wm.  Swezev.  Corp'!,    James  Tucker,  Stephen  Swezey,  3d, 

Israel  Robinson,  Nehemiah  Hulse,  Jeremiah  .Mulford, 

Samuel  Coiiklinjj,'       IKaniel  PeUy,  Natlil.  Haukms-s* 

Frinci«  Ilallit,  John  Arnold,  James  Swezey,  Jr., 

Selah  Brown,  Timothy  Wood,  Joseph  Seward,  Jr., 

Gillum  Davis,  Bemiet  Dayton,  Paul  Terry, 

Revo  Howell,  Daniel  Swezey,  Isaac  Hulse, 

James  Bishop,'  Isaac  Swezey,  Joseph  Terry, 

John  Turner,  Nathaniel  Overton,  Timothy  I.aiie, 

Isaac  Overton,  I.ieid..  Messenger  Overton,  John  :Moirer, 

Daniel  Roe,  JSnsiVn,    John  Davis,  David  Ov.rton,  Jr., 

Christopher  Moger,       Joseph  Homan,*  Samuel  Turner, 

E.  Davis, Q»ai'mas(er,  James  Sell,  Mordecai  Ilninan, 

John  Howell,  Samuel  TalliMge,  Ebcn:  zer  Davi.s 

Gershom  Terrv,  Samuel  Terry,  Joseph  Ruland, 

Paul  Wnlse,  P'eacou,     William  Edwards,  Joseph  Ruland,  Jr., 

William  Sexton,  Enos  Bishop,  Henry  Tarner, 

Jonathan  Benjamin,      Samuel  Satturly,  Enos  Swez.y, ' 

St-phen  Swezey,  Nathl.  Longbottom,  David  Siuilli, 

James  Fitr-h.     "  Jonathan  Yarrington,  Goldsinitli  Davis, 

lolm  Mllieen,  Benjamin  Gerard,  John  Overton, 

Divid  Overtoil  John  Ilulse,*  James  WoodrulV, 

Divid  Mumo,  Z.iphar  Davis,  William  Turner, 

Tnah  Smith,  I.u.llo  Clarke,  Arthur  Moger, 

Isaac  Smith,  William  Yarrington,  Benjamin  Norton, 

1) mild  Davis  Z<.|ihar  Gerrard,"  I.saac  Robinson. 

Daniel  Davis,  Jr.,  William  Bartletl, 

N.B.  Sucli  oftlic  above  signers  as  were  at  first  marked 
as  dissenters,  and  are  since  erased  and  marked  as  such, 
iiavc  ordered  their  names  to  be  used  as  signers,  and  are 
placed  at  the  end  of  the  above  list  of  names  as  signers, 
after  erasing  their  names  as  opposers.  The  whole  beinii; 
done  with  care  and  strict  obedience  to  tiie  command  of 
cacli  ]ierson  abovenamcd,  as  their  Clerk  and  as  the  Clerk 
of  the  military  Company  aforesaid. 


A  List  of  tlie  men  in  my  Company.  Those  marked  t, 
not  appeared.  Those  marked  *,  refused  signing.  Tiiosc 
not  marked,  signed. 

Josiah  Lupton,  Ca;)/.,»David  Glover,+  John  Tarry,  at  the 
N.  Benjamin,  Lieut.,     Samuel  Glover,t  Bateiui;  Holloic. 

Benj.  Hutchenson,         James  Glover,t  Blatthew  Hedires, 

Ensign,  Benjamin  Pain,  David  Tarrv,  Jr.. 

J.  Woodhull.  Clerk,      John  Tnthill,  Selah  Wells, 

Jas.  Lupton,  Sivj't,      John  Tuthill,  Jr.,  Ambrose  Horton, 

(i.  Edwards,  .SVrg'(,     Beiij.  Emmons,  3J,»  John  Corwin,« 

Beiij.  Edwards,.SVri'-V,  John  Pain,*  Daniel  Robinson,+ 

Absol.  Brown,  Serg't,  James  I.upton,  Jr.,  Jonathan  Robinson,' 

Aliij.  Owen,  Corporal,  Christ.  Talleball,*  Spencer  Dayton, t 

Wm.  Petty,  Corporal,  Benj.  Emmons,  Jr.,*  James  Petty,  Jr.,* 

Isaiah  Tarry, C'ir//oru;,  Benjamin  Dickerson,  Tuthill  Divton,t 

Samuel  Howell, Cor;..,  Israel  Hallock,  Henry  Wiet,« 

John  P,  ttv,  Jr.,  Zebulon  Hallock,  Caleb  Hulse,+ 

Richard  Woo.i.t  Daiii-l  Edwards,  Jeremiah  Haven6,t 

William  AVuodhiill,       Obadi.ili  Wells,  James  Mapes, 

John  Tarrv.  at  the         Silas  Howell,  John  Edwards,t 

]Va,lu,Cr  liner.  Isra.  I  Howell,  Jr.,  Enos  Auldridgo, 

Peter  Reeve.t  (i.rshoiii  Aldrege,  James  Owen,- 

Ab.solem  Brown,  Mattiiias  Corwin,  Timothy  Hudson, 

Zadock  Recve,t  B  ■njannn  Tuthill,  Krederick  Hudson. 

July  1,  1775. 

Since  our"naming,  I  hear  that  Captain  Hudson  has  signed, 
and  most  of  Captain  Lupton's  Company  will.  Captain  Lup- 
ton has  been  down  and  signed.  I  likewise  hear  that  the 
tories  at  Mnlalitck  had  a  meeting  and  signed,  or  did  some- 
thing, but  I  fear  they  are  all  like  Major  ll'eekham,  only  to 
deceive.  I  should  have  written  you  a  letter,  but  am  in 
great  haste,  and  ha\e  no  jiapcr,  nor  have  time  to  go  for 


Ei 


;ezi-.ii  Davto.n. 


We,  the  subscribers,  do  most  solemidy  ileclaro  that  the 
claims  of  the  British  I'ailianicnl  to  biiiii  at  ihrii- discretion 
the  |)Cople  of  the  United  Coloniis  in  America  in  ail  cases 
whatsoever,  are,  in  oiu' oi)inions,  absurd,  unjust,  and  tyran- 
nical ;  and  that  the  hostile  attempts  of  tlieir  Fleets  and 
Annies  to  enforce  submission  to  those  wicked  and  ridiculous 
claims  ought  to  be  resisted  by  arms  ;  and  therefore  we  do 
engage  and  associate,  under  all  the  ties  which  we  respect- 
ively hold  sacred,  to  defend  by  arms  these  United  Colonies, 
Hgainst  the  said  hostile  attempts,  agreeable  to  such  laws  or 
regulations  as  our  representatives  in  the  Congress  or  future 
General  As.semblies  of  this  Colony  have  or  .shall  for  that 
purpose  make  and  establish. 

Richard  Smith,  Stephen  R-eves,  Joseph  Dorloii, 

Daniel  Sniilb,  Thomas  Byron,  Amlrew  Allen, 

.lnr,,l,  l,:uiilu-rtson,  John  Fliet,  Joseph  Bedell, 

Will,,, in  MeCown,  Nathaniel  Smith,  P.^ler  Wlirr|,.r, 

,l..(,n  Cimpbell,  John  rariiinn,  B -nj  imin  IVllil. 

William  llanna,  lOlij.ih  Riiii.r, 


;kas  Fa.s> 


To  Ezra  L'Hoinmedieu,  Esq. 


The  number  of  the  list  is  fifty-three ;  and  the  number 
that  is  wanting  is  eleven. 

In  Captain  Halleck's  Coiniiany:  John  Gardiner,  Joseph 
ilardiner,  .Joseph  JMcqus,  Jos.  Mapes,  Jr.,  Jos.  Mapes  3d, 
Captain  Richard  Howell,  Edmund  Howell,  Micah  Hou- 
cll,  Micah  Howell,  Jr.,  Jona.  Fikc,  Henry  Pike,  Ebcnezcr 
IVehb,  John  Corwin,  Captain  Barnabas  fVines,  Barnabas 
ff'ines,  Jr.,  Thomas  Ji'ines. 

Captain  Horton's  Company:  Simon  Morc,Jose])h  Hor- 
ton. Captain  Goldsmith,  Benjamin  It  ells,  Silas  More, 
David  Gardiner.  Captain  A7»i^''s  Company,  none  ;  Capt. 
Reeve's  Company,  none;  Capt.  Ifells's  Company,  none. 

Braokharen,  August  3,  1775. 

A  List  of  the  names  of  such  as  have  not  signed  the  As- 
sociation within  the  limits  of  the  First  Company  of  Militia 
for  Brook-haven : 


Kliiah  Bili-s, 

Philip  Smith, 

Daniel  Jones,  Jr., 

William  li.-r 

Amos  Smith, 

Richard  Terrill, 

DavuUirav," 

Arthur  Akerly, 

Abel  Biggs. 

lOdward  More 

■, 

Isaac  Biggs, 

Stephen  Davis, 

Richard  Dusi. 

uk. 

Robert  Jaync, 

David  Hallcek, 

John  Bemiet, 

Caleb  Hiwkins, 

Benajah  Smiih, 

Beiijaiiiiu  Jo, 

les 

Wil'iam  Buchanan, 

Zephauiah  Smith, 

Jonathan  Hal 

leek,Jr 

.,  Elijah  Akerly, 

Rev.  James  Lyon, 

John  Smith,  . 

Ir., 

Samuel  J.ivni', 

.Major  Benj.  Floyd, 

Isaac  Smith, 

Jr., 

Capt.  Briif.  Tiler, 

Dr.  Gilbert  Smith, 

John  Ihggs, 

Brniaimn'Siiiith, 

Joseph  Brewster, 

Henry  Davis, 

Stephen  Jayne, 

Benjamin  Brewster, 

Roben  Jayne 

,Jr., 

Samuel  Longbothan 

1,  Joseph  Denton, 

Zachariah  Ha 

iwkius, 

Jesse  Hulse, 

Cai.t.  Ebenezer  Jones, 

Phineas  Davi: 

s,  Jr., 

Wm.  Longhotham, 

William  Jayne, 

David  <;(dd, 

Robert  Akerly, 

Selah  Hulse, 

Hriiry  Hall. 11 

■k, 

Cilb-rl  Hulse, 

Israel  Bc'iiiK-t, 

Ake 


ith.Jr 


ik  llaek.stair,     Artlii 


Jacob  Bi-gs 
Timothv'Tooker, 
irnrv  l.vnos,  Charles  Tookcr,  Nathan'iel  Bayles, 

T.mnthv  Simlh,  Si.  pli,.n  Jones,  Lodowiek  Hackstaff, 

|),,n„-l  Sail,  rlv,  John  Smith,  Richard  Hallock, 

\iiiei„i  J.ms,  (;ilb.Tt  Smith,  Thomas  Ruggard, 

J..I111   .\kerlv.  It.  iijiinin  Buchanan,    Nathaniel  Smith. 

It'iij.  Brewster,  Jr.,       Joseph  Jayne,  Jr., 

Those  that  refuse  in  the  Second  Company  to  sign  the 
Association  :  Bcnajah  Edwards,  Richard  Miller,  Solomon 
Davis,  Henni  Uobbins,  Jr.,  Solomon  Reeve  and  his  son, 
Timothy  Mi'lUr. 

A  list  ot  those  that  refuse  to  sign  the  Association  in  the 
Fourth  Company:  .lohn  Homan,  Samuel  Vonklinu;,  James 
Bishop,  Zachariah  Haukins,  Jr.,  .Joseph  Homan,  John 
Hulse,  Zophar  Gerrcard,  Joel  Conkling,  Christ.  Robin- 
sun,  }\athtiniel  Haukins,  Enos  Sicezcy. 

In  the  Third  Company,  those  that  refuse  to  sign  the  .As- 
'■(iriation  in  the  limits  :  Mnjot  Richard  Floyd,  Zcb.  Rob- 
bins,  Isaac  Rabbins,  Benjamin  .Smitli. 
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BROOKHAVEN  ASSOCIATION,  SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 


Joseph 
Nathaniel  Davis, 
Zachariah  Hawkin 
Gilbert  Hulse, 
John  Bayles, 

Blackswcll, 

Robert  Jayue, 
Benjamin  Brewster 
Benj.  Brewster,  Jr. 
John  Satterly, 
John  Bennet, 
Charles  Tooker, 
Ricliard  Uewick, 
tianiuol  J.iyno, 
Ebenezcr  Jones, 
Steplien  Jones, 
Benjamin  Jones, 
Vincent  Jones, 
Richard  'IVrril, 
Edward  .More, 
Philip  Aki^rly, 
Benjamin  N'cwlon, 
Jonathan  .Smith, 
Timothy  Smith, 
Bonjamin  Sj.iith, 
Rob  Tt  Akerly, 
Zepheiiias  Simtli, 
Calop  Newton, 


William  Smith,  Si 

James  Smith,  D: 

Stephen  Akerly,  Si 

Eleazer  Hawkins,  Jr.,  Is 


Floyd, 


gax 


Willia 
Benjai 


Nathi 


Pliili] 
Willi, 


Smith, 


el  Bayles, 
A  Smith, 
imith, 


Jonatliau  Shuinsey, 
Joliii  Newton, 
John  Akerly, 
Isaac  Newton, 
John  Bi^'gs, 

Bi-ookhc 


Elijah  li.iylrs, 

Tliomas  I!uy(,'aid, 
Stephen  Davis, 
Daniel  Satterly, 
Arthur  Akerly, 
James  Longhottom, 
Israel  Bonnet, 
Lodowick  Hacstatr, 
L.  I^lC^tart•,  Jr., 
Arthur  Sinitli, 
Jesse  Hulse, 
Antoni  ISastinn, 
Gilbert  Smith,  Jr., 
William  li.ieliriian, 
Benajah  Smith, 
NathauL'l  Akerly, 
William  Longbottom, 
Henry  Davis, 
Beni.  W.  Muiison. 


n,  August  17,  1775. 
These  few  lines  are  to  inform  you,  tiiat  at  a  meeting 
of  a  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Brookhuven,  on  the  14th  of  this  instant,  after  a  mature 
consideration  of  the  bad  consequences  of  their  remaining  in 
opposition  to  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Continental 
Congress,  they  did  unanimously  agree  to  sign  the  General 
Association,  and  accordingly  they  did  sign  the  same,  whose 
names  we  have  here  sent  you,  annexed  to  the  Association  ; 
and  also  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  who  refused  to  sign 
the  Association  this  time,  whose  names  were  not  returned 
in  the  lists  of  associates  and  non-associates  before. 

Richard  Woodhull,  )   --,         .,,       ,, 

Samiei.  Ihomi'son,       5 
Colonel  Nathaniel  Woodhull. 


SIGNERS   IN    S.MITHTOWN,    SUFFOLK   COUNTY. 
Jedediah  Mills,  Israel  Mills, 

Joshua  Smith,  Jacobus  Hubb: 

Daniel  Brush,  James  Paine, 


Solomon  Smith, 
Daniel  Smith, 
Thomas  Tredwell, 
Epenetus  Smith, 
Pliiletus  Smith, 
Jicob  Mills, 
Edmond  Smith,  Jr., 
Jonatlian  Mills, 
Samuel  Hazard, 
Job  Smith, 
Joacph  BlydenbcrgV 
Jeft'rey  Smith, 
Obadiah  Smith, 
Isaac  Siiiitli, 
Benjamin  Gerrard, 
Caleb  Smith, 
Josepli  Piatt, 
Timothy  Mills, 
Zephaniah  Piatt, 
Jonas  Wheeler, 
John  Stratton, 
William  Plullips, 
Elemuel  Smith,  Sr., 
William  Phillips,  Jr 
Samuel  Blydeubcrg 
Isaac  Smith,  Jr., 
Simuel  Mills, 
Richard  I'liitt, 
Job  Smith,  Jr., 
S  imUL-1  Huchanan, 
Beniamiii  Brewster, 


Thomas  Wheeler, 
David  Smith, 
George  AVheeler, 
Joseph  Smith,  Jr., 
Jonas  Mills, 


iiothy  Wheeler,  Jr.,  Aa 


Zophar  Whccli-r, 
Piatt  Arthur, 
Benjamin  Nicoll, 
Gamaliel  Conklni, 
Zebulon  Philips, 


ith. 


ihen  Nicoll,  Richard  S 

William  Gerrard,  Henry  Roscron, 

IMicah  Smith,  Jacob  Smilii, 

Israel  Mills,  (Jbadiah  Smitli, 

Daniel  Wheeler,  Jesse  Smith, 

Ahner  Smitli,  Samuel  Pliillipg, 

Jacob  Longhottom,  Benj.  Blydenbergb, 

Selah  Huhbs,  Benj.  NieoUs.  Jr., 

Samuel  TiUotson,  Jr.,  Piatt  Wheeler, 

Mic  ih  Wheeler,  John  Gerr.ird, 

Elias  Gerrard,  Nicholas  Tillotson, 

Jacob  Wlieeler,  Jacob  Longhottom, 

Willi  un  Nicoll,  Nathaniel  Gerrard, 

Jacob  Conklin,  John  L'Hommedieu 

James  L'Hommedieu,  Zophar  Mills. 

Ebenezcr  Phillips,  Nathan  Wheeler, 


Wi 


iel  Smith, 
Smith, 


Isaac  Newton, 
Caleb  Newton, 
John  Newton, 

William 


Jeremi 
Daniel 
Joshua 
Joshua 
David 
David 
Nathai 
T!iom. 
Manly 


111, 


I\aliiaiuei  'lay lor, 
L-inuel  Smith,  Jr., 
Jesse  Arthur, 
Stephen  Rogers, 
I'loyd  Smitii, 

RECUSANTS. 
Jona.  L'Hommedieu, 
W'illiam  Thompson, 
Alexander  Munscl, 
Peter  Smith, 
John  Edwards, 


Natln 


Epen 
Jona. 

Nath, 


Silas  Briggs, 
Zophar  Seidmoiv 


IGNERS  IN  SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 


.  Well: 
Wells 
Hnrto 


Thomas  C'onkling, 
Paul  Reeve, 
John  Cleves  Tarry, 
Daniel  Thomas, 
John  Conkling, 
Jonathan  Horton, 
Nathanid  Conkling 
John  TuthiU. 
William  Ilalliock, 


Zacharias  Ilalliock, 
Henry  Brown,  Jr., 
Phineas  Wells, 
Peter  Brown, 
Richard  Brown, 
Timothy  Corwin,  Jr, 
R.  S.  Hubbiird,  Jr., 
Obadiah  Hudson, 
Jacob  Aldrich, 


Nathaniel  Griding 
Peter  Downs, 
John  Gnlfing,  Jr., 
Joseph  Howell, 
Jeremiah  Corwin, 
Caleb  Hnllock, 
Joshua  Corwiii, 


Wells 


Muo 


John  L' 
Methias 
James  1! 
Eb.  Mar 
Moses  S 
Daniel  Corwin, 
Hezekiah  Reeve 
Ebenezer  Martli. 


,  Jr 


Nathaniel  Fanning, 

James  Ilalliock, 

James  GrilTing, 

Gershom  Aldrich, 

Abraham  King, 

Zerubabel  Halliock, 

Henry  Hudson, 

Daniel  Halliock, 

Benjamin  Conkling, 

Richard  Halliock, 

Kl.lMS  Vouiigs, 

v..  Hallioek,  Jr., 

S.-I.lh    lie,-ve, 

.l.i^liiLi  (  ■|,■^,,^.  .1,-., 

IVinri-  |-,ainiiers, 

N. nil. Ml    ^  ,,;,n,''- 

.I.MM,  s     Wells, 

IleillV     M -,   .1,., 

i;iel,,n-,lS.eai-Hobard, 

J.lioes     \  .^s. 

II,  1,1V    llrewu. 

Joie.lh., x,.„i, 

.b.ln.'WiliMuison,  Jr., 

M,,lll,eu     I',,,,.,., 

riu.ea.   llMWell, 

William  l!],.Hii, 

.l..l,„   ll,.l,al-,l, 

Richard  Brown, 

Barnabas  Terrell, 

Jediah  Corwin, 

W  illiam  Wells,  Jr., 

Joshu 

Robei 
Richa 
John 


Dai 

llel   Tlltlull, 

n.LVul  lleil.r,,.,^,  Jr., 

Nat 

lianT.llbiU, 

Ishmael   Re,.ve, 

Jan 

Josi 

les   Moure, 

•|.l.  T-rry, 

l)..njaimn  Moone, 
]l,ivi(l  (Jul.lsiuith, 

l{iel 

I),.uhI  Dsborn,  Jr., 

Jos,' 

■pli'coukhng, 

David  Horton, 

lie, 

John  (Joldsiuith, 

Jou 

al'liaii  Vai'll, 

Nathan  Goldsmith, 

Nat 

ban  Corwin, 

Joshua  Wells, 
Benjamin  D.iin, 

Jam 

les   P.itly, 

Daniel  Terry,  Jr., 

Dai 

JoshiKi  lieiiiamiii. 

David   Wells, 

Joshua  Clark, 

T.mothv   Wells, 

Je.le.liah  Clews, 

Israel  Y,,uiies, 

.hisepl,   Reev,., 

N.ithan  Uenjamin, 

Cr.lVet    Wells, 

J, lines  Reed.  :)d. 

Selah  Wells, 

Ebenezer  Soper, 

(iershrHji  Terry, 

Benj.  Hutehinson, 

Henry  Tut  lull. 

D.uiiel  (isburn. 

Ambrose  Horton, 

Eiihr.'iim  Super, 

Daniel  Wells, 

Matthew  Hedges, 

William  Brown, 

Silyaiius  Brown, 

Phineas  Fanning, 

David  Brown, 

Reuben  Brown. 

SIGNERS   IN    SOUTHOLD,   SUFFOLK    COUNTY,   JUNE   23,    1775. 

We,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  agree  to  have  them 
removed  to  the  Association  : 

Ediiioiul  Hov 


John  Corwi 


Ml 


Mil 


Ho 


s,  Jr 


Thomas  Wines, 

John  Clark, 

D-.yid  Corwin,  Ji 

George  Taylor, 

Barnabas  Wines, 

John  «jardiner, 

Jonalhaii  Pike, 

Ebenezer  Webb, 

Joseph  Gardiner, 

Joseph  Mapes, 

James  Reeve, 

John  Davcnjiort. 

Joseph  Mnpts,  Jr. 

,        John  Case, 

IGNERS    IN    SHELTER-ISLAND,   SUFFOLK    COUNTY. 


Nathan  N.  Ha 
William  Brow: 
Peter  ILivens, 
Elisha  Piine, 


lohnsoi,  L:-ae 

Samuel  C( 


William  Havens, 

Oliver  Norris, 

Daniel  Brown, 

William  Havens,  J, 

Joel  Bowditch, 

John  Havens,  Jr., 

Moses  Horton, 

Joseph  Havens, 

Walter  Havens, 

Joshua  Horton, 

Benjamin  Daval, 

Thomas  Harley, 

Nathan  Hand, 

Jonathan  Howell, 

John  D.ival, 

Is:,ae  IJarns, 

Abraliam  Parker, 

This  man  not 


IGNERS   IN   CHARLOTTE    COUNTY. 


B.lflle 
:is  F>:i 
e  AleC-i 


Adam  1 


Tie 

:,mis  Dnrkee, 

Junes  R-a, 

Bel 

lj:unin  Bristol, 

Amos  Bristol, 

Jol 

David  Watkins, 

Ab: 

:|.ilM)nnnian, 

Alexander  Webster 

J.>li 

111  S.iii<I:n-s, 

John  Hamilton, 

Bii 

■Ihm  Cart}-, 

Robert  Wilson, 

isli:i-tol,' 

David  Hopkins, 

'ez< 

John  Wilson, 

Fra 

iiicis  Deteng, 

James  Wilson, 

Job 

n  Cook, 

Moses  T.  .Alunson, 

lel  Fuller, 

A\ex.  AleDougall, 

John  MeCarter 
John  Heiiney, 
Bill  Fuller, 
Daniel  McKleb 
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Isaac  Lytic, 
David  C;c-tly, 

J.,!in  M.-X..ale, 

John  White, 

J.,r,;ilhan  Hakor, 

John  Reed, 

Rol«rt  Getty, 

(.,.„r._',-  Fowler 

Jolm  McKinsey, 

Isaac  Hopkins, 
James  Gaincl, 

J. dm  Unnoan, 
Jonathan  Barber, 

James  Burns, 
John  McMullcn, 

Gcor?o  McKiiigli 

t,         Daniel  .Mcl'loud, 

Peter  (iap-v, 

AJani  (Ji-ttv, 

Jolm  .Mnnson, 

Ananias  t:orrnac, 

Samuel  (Jamel, 

Jolm  MeDonal, 

Josiah  Parrish,  Jr. 

David  Wliedon, 

Oliver  Fowler, 

Nathaniel  Alunson 

Solomon  Wofdo, 

Alexander  Gainel, 

Jolm  Peck, 

David  Wilson, 

Xorman  IMcC:loud, 

John  Garv, 

Josial.  ParnKi,, 

Alexander  Simpson, 

Duncan  McCloud. 

SIGNERS  IN 

SPRINGFIELD,  CUMBERLAND   COUNTY'. 

Simon  Stevens,  Jolm  Xott,  John  Barntt, 

George  Hall,  Noah  Porter,  Daniel  Sarlwell, 

Samuel  Scott,  Emanuel  Case,  Robert  Millard, 

Abner  Bisbee,  Anthony  Sheldon,  Jerahmeel  Powers, 

Josiah  Johnson,  John  Hammond,  Piatt  Parker, 

Asal.el  Mighell,  William  Kcdlog,  Nicholas  Bragg, 

Timothy  Spencer,  Joseph  Little,  Jacob  Sartwell, 

Hezekiah  Holmes,  Nicholas  Bragg,  Couraes  House, 

Simon  Spencer,  J.i.-ol,  I.ockwood,  William  :\IcClelIan, 

James  Martin,  Jr.,  Jolm  Gri.swold,  Thomas  forten, 

James  Martm,  Daus  ( Goodwin,  Simeon  Bradford, 

Nathaniel  Weston,  John  .M.  Itoberts,  Jolm  Weeains, 

Taylor  Spencer,  Isaac  Lockwood,  Robert  T.ivrr.s, 

Icliabod  Woddams,  Jesse  Richardson,  Ebenezrr  il.ldiith, 

Joseph  Lockwood,  Oliver  Sartwell,  George  Hall,  Jr., 

Abraham  Lockwood,    Joseph  Webb,  James  Dunj^li\-, 

Nathaniel  Sheldon,  Thomas  Edwards,  John  Barrett. ' 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  Spriiti. 
John  Bakkett. 

December  21,  17*5. 


feld. 


Prorince  of  New-Yuri;,  Cumberland  County,  ) 
Tuicnshend,  July  \i,  1775.       \ 

We,  the  subscribers,  heartily  and  sincerely  adhere  to  the 
proceedini^s  of  the  Continental  Congress,  held  at  PhUadel- 
pliia  on  tiie  5th  day  of  September,  1775,  more  especially 
the  Association  Agreement;   as  witness  our  hands: 

John  Ilazeltine,  Amos  Holhrook,  John  Burt, 

Timothy  Holbrook,  John  Wright,  Piul  Hnzelline, 

William  Havward,  John  How,  John  Haz.ltine,  Jr., 

Silas  HaywJrd,  John  How,  Jr.,  Thomas  Walker, 

Caleb  Hayward,  James  Watkins,  Jesinan  Walker, 

IVter  Hazidtine,  Jonathan  Clalon,  Samuel  Wisell, 

Paul  Havward,  WLlliani  Christopher,    John  Dver, 

Joseph  How,  Ezra  Holbrook,  Benjaniin  Dyer, 

Benjamm  How,  William  Johnson,  Isaac  Harhart, 

Darnel  Blanciiard,  Joseph  Tyler,  John  Barns, 

lieiii.imin  Havward,  Elii-n.zer  (Jber,  Epherim  Barns, 

Amariah  'I'usi,  .Matthew  Martin,  Lemuel  Robings, 

Calvin  Havward,  Abraham  .Martin,  William  Robings, 

Eli  Havwa"rd,  David  Linsey,  Benjiimin  Fletcher, 

Josiah  "Fish,  James  Linsey,  Thomas  Reed, 

John  Wood,  Mike  Johnson,  Benjamin  Rugg, 

Moses  Holbrook,  Caleb  Darling,  Asa  Ober. 

The  above  subscribers  are  all  the  men  now  in  Toum- 
shend  ;  those  out  of  Town  are  :  Suniuel  Fktcher,  Benjamin 
Moredock,  Oliver  Morcdock,  Anron  Johnson,  Samuel  Pa r- 
kis,  Thomas  Barns,  Ebenezer  Burt. 

These  are  in  the  service  at  Boilmry,\MAev  Gen.  Wash- 
ington. The  above  completed  July  1-2,  1775,  but  no  safe 
opportunity  till  now,  the  (5th  day  ol'  December,  1775. 

Tliis  from  a  real  friend  to  liberty.    ,         ,, 

•'      John  H.^zeltine. 


Whitehall,  September  1,  1775. 

The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Province  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  in  North-America,  having  unanimously  agreed  to  a 
loyal  and  dutiful  address,  petition,  and  memorial,  to  tiie 
King's  most  eKcellent  Majesty,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral, and  the  Commons  o(  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament 
assenii)ied,  containing  declarations  of  their  obedience  and 
submission  to  the  authority  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  as  the  supreme  legislature  of  that  Province,  and 
of  all  the  British  Dominions,  and  of  their  readiness,  as  an 
indispensable  duty,  to  submit  to  the  payment  of  such  taxes, 
to  be  raised  upon  a  permanent  plan,  and  at  the  disposal  of 
Parliament,  as  shall  be  their  due  proportion  of  the  expenses 
of  the  Empire  ;  and  IVillium  Nesbitt,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the 
said  House  of  Rc[)resentatives,  having  transmitted  a  tran- 
script of  the  said  loyal  and  dutiful  address,  petition,  and 
memorial,  to  the  Earl  oi Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  it  was  this  day  presented  to 
His  Majesty,  and  most  graciously  received. 


EXTR.\CT0F  a  I.KTTEU  from  IRELAND  to  AN  AC(lUAINTANCE 
IN   NEW-VORK,  DATED   SEPTKMHER    1,    177.3. 

Though  most  of  the  peo|ile  here  wi^h  well  to  tlie  cause 
in  which  you  are  engaged,  and  would  rejoice  to  find  you 
continue  firm  and  steadfast,  yet  it  is  the  prevailing  opinion, 
especially  among  the  friends  to  Government,  (so  called,)  that 
you  will  be  at  last  frightened  into  submission  to  ministerial 
measures.  They  are  raising  recruits  throughout  this  King- 
dom. The  men  are  told  they  are  only  going  to  Edinbni-gh 
to  learn  military  discipline,  and  are  then  to  return.  The 
common  people  are  industriously  kept  from  the  knowledge 
of  publick  affairs.  They  know  nothing  but  what  the  great 
people  please  to  let  them.  Newspapers,  since  the  Stamp 
Act,  are  so  high,  the  poor  and  middling  i)eople  cannot  pur- 
chase thorn,  nor  even  an  almanack;  not  one  of  which  is  to 
be  found  within  sixty  miles,  except  among  the  great  folks; 
however,  so  few  are  sold,  that  it  is  tliouuht  ihere  will  be  no 
more  printed,  unless  the  act  is  repealed,  which  is  expected 
next  session. 

It  is  most  grievous  to  bear  the  iiinmnerable  burdens  they 
have  imposed  upon  the  people  here.  It  is  intended  to  send 
several  Bishops  to  America,  (one  at  least  to  every  city,) 
with  salaries  of  four  hundred  I'ounds  sterling  cacli,  to  be 
paid  by  the  people  where  they  are  stationed.  It  is  expected 
that  JSew-York  will  be  the  first  to  submit  to  any  terms  that 
shall  be  offered;  and  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  spread 
a  general  belief  that  the  people  in  all  the  Colonies  are  mere 
cowards,  ready  to  run  at  the  sight  of  an  army.  The  news- 
papers that  are  most  circulated  are  filled  with  such  stull", 


but  not  a  word  of  any  thing  spirited  on  your  part,  so  that 
our  people  are  altogether  ignorant  of  the  true  state  of 
affairs  with  you. 

Dear  countrymen  and  fellow-sufferers,  who  have  been 
so  happy  as  to  have  your  lot  in  a  land  of  liberty,  though 
now  persecuted  and  your  rights  invaded,  sulTer  not  your 
most  precious  inheritance,  your  liberty  and  property,  your 
noble  Constitution,  to  be  torn  from  you.  You  are  con- 
tending for  what  is  of  more  value  than  life  ;  fear  not  to  risk 
your  lives  fieely  in  defence  of  it.  Keep  your  presses  free, 
that  the  people  may  know  all  that  concerns  them  and  all 
that  is  doing  against  then).  By  every  means  in  your  power 
keep  corruption  from  influencing  any  of  your  offices  of 
publick  trust ;  you  cannot  possibly  be  too  much  guarded 
against  this  terrible  evil,  which  has  almost  undone  us  here. 
Let  not  arbitrary  power  and  despotism  have  any  footinir 
among  you.  Many  in  this  Country,  who  groan  under  it, 
woidd  be  glad  to  give  their  utmost  assistance,  and  hope  to 
be  over  with  you  before  the  contest  is  ended. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  if  you  continue  firm,  you  will,  willi- 
out  doubt,  succeed  in  your  glorious  struggle ;  justice  will 
give  strength  to  your  arms,  and  weaken  those  of  your  ene- 
mies. God  himself  is  on  your  side,  and  will  cause  them 
to  fall  before  you.  Meanwhile,  let  me  caution  you  against 
the  least  appearance  of  submission.  You  can  hardly  con- 
ceive the  ill  effects  of  every  thing  that  may  feed  the  hopes 
of  your  enemies ;  even  base  complaisance  in  this  case  is 
criminal,  for  like  drowning  men  they  are  ready  to  catch  at 
straws,  and,  if  possible,  interpret  every  thing  you  say  or 
do  in  favour  of  their  own  designs,  whereby  they  are  en- 
couraged to  continue  their  efibrts  to  subdue  )ou.  It  be- 
hooves yon.  therefore,  to  be  resolute,  plain,  and  absolute, 
in  your  refusal  of  every  proposal  that  imiilies  giving  up  one 
little  of  your  rights  and  liberties,  or  might  bring  thein  inio 
the  least  danger,  and  resist  every  attempt  against  them  with 
all  your  might.  The  least  slackness  or  compliance  on  your 
part  will  embolden  them  to  proceed  in  their  endeavours  to 
ejilbrce  their  laws,  lo  tax  and  enslave  you.  May  God  guide 
and  protect  you.     Amen. 

I  am  a  sincere  friend  to  the  natural  rights  and  liberlv  of 
mankind,  and  yours,  &.c.  M.  A\'. 

P.  S.  It  is  reported  that  Charles  Smart  is  preparing  to 
make  an  attempt  to  obtain  the  Crown  of  Sritland.  I  wait 
for  further  intelligence.        

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  \1RGINIA 
TO  HIS  FRIEND  IN  EDINRURGH,  SCOTLAND,  DATED  .MID- 
DLESEX, SEPTEMBER    1,    1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  embrace  this  favourable  opportimily  of 
writiuL'  ^■ou  bv  a  irentleman  who  intends  to  reside  in  Scot- 
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la7id  with  Ills  lady  and  family.  As  to  the  present  state  of 
Virginia,  I  refer  you  to  tliem.  Tears  stand  in  my  eyes 
when  I  think  or  write  of  this  once  happy,  thrice  happy 
land  of  liberty. 

All  is  anarchy  and  confusion.  A  brave  people  strug- 
gling in  opjiosition  to  the  acts  of  the  British  Parliament. 
We  are  all  in  arms,  exercising  and  training  old  and  young 
to  the  use  of  the  gun.  No  person  goes  abroad  without  his 
sword,  or  gun,  or  pistols.  The  sound  of  war  echoes  from 
north  to  south.  Every  plain  is  full  of  armed  men,  who  all 
wear  a  hunting  shirt,  on  the  left  breast  of  which  are  sewed, 
in  very  legible  letters,  ''Liberty  or  Death."  May  Go*/ put 
a  speedy  and  happy  end  to  this  grand  and  important  con- 
test between  the  mother  and  her  children.  The  Colonies 
do  not  wish  to  be  independent ;  they  only  deny  the  right 
of  taxation  in  the  Parliament.  They  would  freely  grant 
the  King  whatever  he  pleases  to  request  of  their  own  As- 
semblies, provided  the  Parliament  has  no  hand  in  the  dis- 
posing of  it. 

This  dispute  has  put  an  end  to  all  trade  and  commerce. 
The  Country  is  on  the  brink  of  destruction.  The  rising 
glory  oi America  is  totally  eclipsed,  and,  unless  some  pru- 
dent means  be  fallen  on  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation,  I 
tremble  for  the  consequences.  The  troubles  of  the  year 
1745  were  but  like  a  flea-bite  to  the  present  commotions. 
Never  was  there  heard  of  such  an  unanimity  as  prevails 
through  this  extensive  Empire  in  the  glorious  cause  of 
liberty.  All  ranks  and  conditions  of  men  have  laid  aside 
all  sorts  of  extravagance  in  living  and  dressing,  vieing  with 
one  another  who  shall  wear  most  of  their  own  manufactory. 
You  would  hardly  believe  the  quantity  of  cotton  cloth  that 
is  annually  manufactured  here  could  be  made.  I  do  assure 
you  no  women  in  any  part  of  the  world  can  be  more  indus- 
trious than  those  in  I'irginia.  They  labour  under  one 
great  disadvantage  ;  which  is,  their  being  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  ways  of  making  of  linen,  which  they  will  severely  feel 
next  year,  this  warm  climate  requiring  more  of  that  article 
than  any  other.  

WILLIAM    TENNENT    TO    THE    COUNCIL   OF   SAFETY    FOR 
SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

Long  Cane,  September  1,  1775. 

This  comes  by  Captain  George  Reid's  wagon  from  the 
Long  Canes,  where  1  am  at  present.  I  parted  from  Mr. 
Drayton  on  Monday  morning  ;  he  steered  his  course  to 
Augusta,  and  thence  designed  for  the  camp  at  Amelia.  I 
thought  it  necessary  to  visit  the  settlements  on  this  side  of 
Saluda.  Met  a  large  congregation  yesterday,  and  found 
the  people  divided  in  their  sentiments.  Spoke  at  least  two 
hours  to  them,  to  good  eflect.  The  prevailing  party  here 
is  for  American  measures,  by  the  agency  of  some  of  our 
worthy  members  ;  but  they  need  confirmation.  I  have 
therefore  appointed  three  meetings,  at  which  I  expect  to 
see  the  greater  number  of  the  disafTected.  1  shall  then 
cross  over  into  FletchalTs  Regiment  once  more,  to  be  at  an 
election  appointed  at  Ford's,  on  Enorec,  where  we  expect 
great  opposition,  if  not  violence,  from  Cunningham's  party. 
Brown  will  bring  them  to  blood  if  he  can,  but  I  still  hope 
it  may  be  prevented.  1  consider  myself  as  running  great 
risks,  but  think  it  my  duty. 

Our  visit  has  given  their  party  a  great  shock,  divided 
their  friends,  and  strengthened  our  interest  much.  One  of 
their  chiefs  confessed  to  me,  at  Little  River,  that  he  brought 
up  the  thanks  of  the  Governour  to  Mr.  Cunningham,  for 
what  he  had  done  and  is  doing.  The  Governour's  intrigue 
here  is  as  evident  as  the  light  of  the  sun.  The  evidences 
of  their  design,  by  the  Indians,  is  no  doubt  clear  to  the 
Council,  from  the  papers  sent  down  already. 

The  inhabitants  here  are  in  great  terrour,  as  far  as  they 
have  beard  of  their  danger,  and  that  because  they  have  no 
ammunition.  The  leaders  have  frequently  dropped  in  com- 
pany that  they  intend  to  form  a  camp.  I  am  sure  they  will 
find  a  smaller  number  ready  to  befriend  them  than  they 
imagine.  But  their  dependance  is  upon  the  savages  to  join 
their  army,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  will  be 
forced  to  join  them,  to  save  their  families  from  a  massacre. 
I  am  taking  proper  measures,  in  this  District,  to  prevent 
the  horrible  conspiracy.  Three  volunteer  companies  are 
formed  ;  one  under  Major  Terry,  who  now  seems  animated 
in  the  cause  ;  another  under  Captain  Pickins;  a  third  under 
Captain  James  McCall.     More  of  the  like  kind  is  going  on 


as  fast  as  may  be.  The  great  difficulty  is  the  want  of  am- 
munition. They  evidently  have  a  design  upon  Fort  Char- 
lotte, and  our  friends  cannot  collect  to  defend  it,  unless 
they  are  supplied;  I  have  therefore  promised  them  a  sup- 
ply, if  you,  therefore,  gentlemen,  think  it  proper,  it  will 
be  of  the  greatest  utility  to  send  up  one  hundred  or  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  weight  of  powder,  and  some  lead, 
by  the  bearer,  Samuel  Raid,  who  will  effectually  secrete 
it  until  delivered  safe  into  the  hands  of  the  volunteer  Com- 
panies, to  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Council  in  case  it 
is  not  used  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony,  it  will  be  effect- 
ually secured,  and  a  small  delay  may  be  greatly  dangerous. 
The  same  measure  will  be  necessary  on  the  other  side  of 
Broad  River. 

I  could  wish  that  Virginia  might  be  alarmed  and  ready, 
and  that  a  categorical  answer  might  be  demanded  of  the 
ChcroJcecs  before  the  time  of  danger.  The  Creeks  are  in 
some  danger  from  one  Tho7n2>son,at)  emissary,  now  among 
them.  I  shall  visit  Fort  Charlotte  before  I  return,  and  hope 
to   let  you   hear  more  i)articularly  on  these  subjects  next 


PHILADELPHIA  COUNTY  COMMITTEE. 

Piuludelphia  County,  Septemboi-  1,  1775. 

In  Committee, /?cso/ye(/,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Township  Committees  and  the  Captains  of  the  different 
Companies,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  to  make  returns 
to  this  Committee  of  the  Associators,  Non-Associators,  &,c., 
in  their  respective  Districts,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  on  Friday,  the  22d  instant ;  and 
that  the  Colonels  of  each  Battalion  in  this  County  do,  at 
the  same  time,  return  the  names  of  the  Officers  of  their 
respective  Battalions,  with  their  ranks  and  seniority  in  Bat- 
talion. 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  Friday,  the  22d  instant,  to 
meet  at  the  house  ol' Jacob  Neaff,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon.  

NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE. 

The  r'ommittee  met  Friday,  September  1,  1775.  Pre- 
sent:  Henry  Re7nsen,  Chairman,  and  thirty-five  Members. 

The  Deposition  of  6'co;-ife  fan  »ScAnmp,  relative  to  Ser- 
geant Graham's  conduct  in  Boston,  received  and  read. 

The  Memorial  of  Stephen  Skinner,  Esq.,  received  and 
read,  praying  leave  to  land  some  Trunks  and  Bedding,  the 
property  of  Miss  Johnson,  Miss  Kemble,  and  ftlrs.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  accordingly,  and  that 
Mr.  O.  Templeton  and  Mr.  John  Broome  be  a  Sub-Com- 
mittee to  examine  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  be  requested  to  write  a 
letter  of  thanks  to  the  ilifierent  Committees  in  Aoc-Jcrsey 
and  Orangetown,  for  their  polite  behaviour  to  Captain 
Dobbs.  _ 

New-York  Committee  Chamber,  September  1,  1775. 

Whereas  this  Committee,  by  their  Resolution  of  the  1st 
of  May  last,  and  the  Continental  Congress,  by  their  Resolve 
of  the  27tli  of  said  month,  ordered,  that  no  Provisions  should 
be  exported  to  Quebeck,  Nova-Scotia,  Georgia,  New- 
foundland, or  any  part  of  the  fishing  coast  or  fishing  islands 
to  the  eastward  o(  Nantucket :  And  whereas  it  appears  to 
this  Committee,  by  the  Depositions  of  Charles  De  Kay, 
master,  and  Thomas  Millroy,  mate  of  the  Sloop  Sally, 
whereof  John  Christian  Drcwidts  and  Moses  Delis  Der- 
nier are  owners,  that  they,  the  said  John  Christian  Dre- 
ividts  and  3Ioses  Delis  Dernier,  did  load  the  said  sloop 
with  Provisions ;  and  the  said  Moses  Delis  Dernier  did 
proceed  with  her,  so  loaded,  to  Nova-Scotia,  and  there 
disposed  of  the  same,  in  violation  of  the  Resolve  of  the 
said  Continental  Congress:  And  whereas  it  further  appears, 
by  the  Deposition  of  Captain  Jenking,  late  master  of  the 
Sloop  Elizabeth,  whereof  Thomas  Ludlow  was  owner, 
that  the  said  Thomas  Ludlow  did  load  the  said  sloop  in 
the  Port  o(  New- York,  with  Provisions;  and  with  her  so 
loaded,  did  proceed  to  the  Island  of  Newfoundland,  and 
there  disposed  of  the  same,  in  violation  of  the  aforesaid 
Resolve: 

Resolved,  1st,  That  the  Depositions  of  the  said  Charles 
Dc  Kay,  Thomas  Millroy,  and  Richard  Jenking,  be  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  in  this  City. 
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Resolved,  2il,  That  tlie  said  John  Clmstiari  Dreuiclts, 
Moses  Delis  Dernier,  Charles  De  Kny,  and  Thomas  Lud- 
low, have  knouiii:,'!)-  violated  the  beforementioned  Resolve 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the  General  Association 
entered  into  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  City  and  County  ; 
and  that  the  saiil  John  Christian  Dreividls,  Moses  Delis 
Dernier,  Charles  De  Kiiy,  and  Thomas  Ludloic,  have 
severally  acted  inimically  to,  and  have  been  guilty  of  a 
high  infringement  of  a  Resolve  of  the  associated  American 
Colonies. 

By  order  of  the  Coniniiltec  : 

Hi'.Niiv  Remsen,  Dvp'y  Chairman. 
Citij  of  New-York,  ss. 

Charles  De  Kaij,  of  the  City  of  JSeic-YorIc,  jNFariner, 
and  commander  of  the  Sloop  Sally,  now  lying  in  the  Port 
of  y<eic-York,  being  duly  sworn,  makes  oath,  that  on  or 
about  the  beginning  of  June  last,  he  sailed  from  the  said 
Port  oi  yieiv-York,  on  board  of  the  said  sloop,  as  master 
and  commander  thereof,  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  flour, 
rve  meal,  bread,  pork, //»//(/?( corn,  rum,  and  some  boards, 
to  the  river  called  Vettiqxdt  Jaclc,  in  ]Sova-Scoiia,  where 
I\Ir.  Moses  Delis  Dernier,  supercargo  and  part  owner  of 
the  said  sloop  and  cargo,  disposed  of  a  small  part  of  the 
said  cargo,  to  wit :  of  some  of  the  flour  and  some  of  the 
bread  ;  that  from  thence  he  proceeded  with  the  remainder 
of  the  said  cargo  on  board  of  the  said  sloop,  to  the  Town- 
ship of  Shippody,  in  the  Province  of  Nova-Scotia  albre- 
said,  and  there  discharged  some  part  of  the  said  cai'go,  by 
the  direction  of  the  said  Moses  Delis  Dernier ;  that  from 
the  Township  of  Shippody  he  proceeded  with  the  said  sloop 
and  the  residue  of  the  said  cargo  to  the  Town  o{  Cumber- 
land, in  the  Province  aforesaid,  where  the  said  slooj)  was 
discharged  of  lior  said  cargo,  and  the  same  was  disposed  of 
in  the  manner  following,  to  wit:  part  to  iMr.  John  Avary, 
of  iVindsor,  then  at  Cumberland  aforesaid,  who  loaded  or 
put  the  part  so  purchased  by  him  on  board  of  a  schooner, 
to  go  to  IVindsor  aforesaid,  part  consisting  of  flour,  bread, 
h'on,  and  steel,  amounting  to  about  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety  odd  Pounds  sterling  in  value,  to  Air. 
Thomas  Cloiig-h,  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  (which  he  told 
the  deponent  he  intended  to  carry  or  convey  to  Windsor 
aforesaid,  or  Machias,  in  order  therewith  to  purchase  a 
cargo  for  the  ll'est-lndics,  which  the  deponent  believed  to 
be  true,)  and  the  rest  in  small  parcels  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  Town  of  Cumberland ;  that  that  part  of  ihe  said 
cargo  sold  to  the  said  Thomas  Clough,  as  aforesaid,  was  sold 
for  the  same  price  that  the  said  John  Avary  purchased  at; 
that  tlic  deponent  had  no  knowledge  or  expectation,  or 
belief,  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  part  of  the  said  cargo  to 
liic  said  Thomas  Clough,  that  he  intended  to  convey  any 
part  thereof  so  purchased  by  him  to  any  other  place  than 
IVindsor  or  Dlarhias  aforesaid,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid; 
and  that  he,  the  deponent,  verily  believes,  and  is  well  as- 
sured, that  tiie  said  Thomas  Clough  did  not  convey  any  part 
of  the  said  cargo,  so  pin-chased  by  him  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
Town  of  Boston;  and  this  deponent  fmther  saith,  that  the 
.said  sloop's  cargo  being  discharged  and  disposed  of  as  afore- 
said, he  proceeded  from  Cumberland  aWnviakl,  on  board  of 
the  said  sloop,  in  ballast,  to  this  City,  where  he  arrived 
about  the  •2'^ii  instant;  and  this  deponent  further  saith,  that 
besides  the  sloo])'s  cargo  beforementioned,  he  had  an  adven- 
ture belonging  to  him,  the  deponent,  on  board,  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  weight  of  hams,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
gallons  of  rum,  which  were  disposed  ol' MCuiidjerland  ai'on;- 
suid,  in  small  parcels,  to  the  inhabitants  ;  ;uul  fuither  the 
deponent  saith,  that  before  he  left  i\iir-  )  o//.-,  in  the  said 
voyage,  he,  the  deponent,  was  infornn  d  1)\-  Musis  Delis 
Dernier,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  said  vessel,  thai  she 
was  bound  for  the  Bay  of  Fund;,  :  and  the  said  Mnses  lold 
liiui,  that  he  would  have  apphed  lo  die  Conuuitlee,  to 
have  got  leave  to  have  gone  tlicie.  Ian  that  hr  was  afraid 
that  tile  port  would  have  been  shut  ;  and  riuilicr  the  de- 
ponent saith  not.  CnMiM.s  J)r,  Kay. 
Su.M-n  the  :]\nAi'gusi,  \-r.:,.  I.rf.a,.  ,,..■. 

\ViiiTi.,n:AP  lliru-,  Mayor. 
City  of  Ni-.w-Y(iitK,  ss. 

Thomas  Millroy,  of  the  hJc-of-Mnn,  Alarinor,  and  mate 
of  the  Sloo|)  Sully,  now  lying  in  the  I'orl  o(  yew-Yorl:, 
being  duly  sworn,  maketh  oath,  thai  on  or  about  the  bcin- 
ningof,/i(nc  last,  he  sailed   fiuin  the   said   Port  of  Anc- 


York,  on  board  the  said  sloop,  as  mate  thereof,  with  a 
cargo  consisting  of  flour,  rye  meal,  bread,  pork,  Indian  • 
corn,  rum,  and  some  boards,  bound  j'or  the  fVest-Indies,  as 
he  was  informed  by  the  master  of  the  said  sloop.  When 
they  had  got  out  at  sea  about  eighteen  hours'  sail.  Captain 
Charles  De  Kay  told  the  deponent  they  were  bound  for 
the  Bay  o(  Furidy.  At  their  arrival  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy, 
at  a  place  called  Fctti(/uit  Jack,  where  our  supercargo, 
-Mr.  Moses  Delis  Dernier,  sold  some  of  the  carno  ;  from 
thence  we  went  to  the  Township  of  Shippody  River,  and 
there  we  discharged  part  of  the  cargo,  by  the  directions  of 
said  Moses  Delis  Dernier;  from  thence  we  went  to  Cumber- 
land, in  the  Province  aforesaid,  and  there  we  discharged 
the  w  hole  of  the  cargo  we  had  left,  by  the  order  of  our  super- 
cargo ;  and  then  took  in  ballast,  and  filled  our  casks  with 
water,  and  sailed  from  thence  to  Xew-York,  where  we 
arrived  the  -^oth  o(  August,  1775,  at  Sandy-Hook,  or  near 
the  \arroivs,  where  the  Captain  left  the  sloop  and  went 
up  io  Neiv-York.  Before  he  left  the  sloop  he  desired  me, 
if  any  person  inquired  where  they  came  from,  should  say 
fioni  .S'^.  Eustatia  ;  and  also  desired  me  to  give  the  peo- 
ple a  caution  ;  which  I  accordingly  did. 

Thomas  Millroy. 
Sworn  this  olst  day  of  August,  1775,  before  me, 

William  Waddell,  Alderman. 

I,  Richard  Jinking,  sailed  from  Neiv-York  on  the  28th 
of  May  last,  as  master  of  the  Sloop  Elizabeth,  belonging 
to  Mr. Thomas  Ludloic,  laden  with  provisions,  to  wit:  bread, 
flour,  pork,  Indian  corn,  and  a  small  parcel  of  iron  ;  that 
the  said  Thomas  Ludlow  went  with  me,  as  owner  and  super- 
cargo, and  took  with  him  four  negroes,  three  of  which  I 
understood  were  his  own.  We  came  to  an  anchor  that  day 
within  Sandy-Hook  light-house;  next  day  about  noon  got 
underway,  and  put  to  sea.  I  took  the  log-book  and  marked 
it  towards  Bermuda ;  and  that  he  then  told  me  not  to  be 
surprised,  that  he  intended  lo  go  to  Neufoundland.  1  found 
myself  obliged  to  follow  his  orders,  and  shaped  a  course  for 
Cape  Race.  The  14th  of  June,  arrived  at  the  harbour  of 
Trespass,  in  Newfoundland,  and  there  landed  the  cargo, 
which  he  sold  to  Jackson  ^'  Ilallet,  merchants,  of  I'op/ir/m, 
for  sixteen  and  sixpence  sterling,  round,  as  he  informed  me. 
I  diflered  with  him  there,  for  deceiving  me,  and  would  have 
left  him,  coukl  I  have  got  a  passage  home.  He  took  a  pas- 
sage in  a  small  vessel  belonging  to  Mr.  Jackson,  for(^uebeck, 
and  gave  ine  my  sailing  orders  to  follow  him,  which  I  did  : 
he  arrived  at  (^uebeck  some  days  before  me.  At  my  arrival, 
he  ordered  me  to  haul  the  vessel  close  into  the  Town  in  the 
mud.  In  a  few  days  he  informed  me  that  he  was  going  to 
take  on  board  cattle  for  the  IVest-Indies.  I  demanded  my 
discharge,  and  told  him  I  would  not  proceed  any  further 
with  him.  He  insisted  I  should  ;  on  which  high  words 
arose  between  us.  I  still  persisted  in  my  resolution  to 
leave  him.  In  a  few  days  he  provided  another  master, 
and  dischariied  me.  I  procured  a  passage  to  Saybrook,  in 
the  Sloop  Hclsry,  Norman  Morrison,  masler.  and  arrived  at 
Saybrook  the  20th  instant :  from  thence  I  proceeded  here, 
ami  arrived  the  27ili.  Richard  Jenking. 

Sworn  the  ;30th  August,  1775,  before  me, 

WiiiTEiir.AD  IlicKs,  JSlayor. 

DAVID   nURf.EU  TO   NK.W-YORK    CONdUESS. 

^'c\v-York,  September  1,  1775. 

(iENTi.KMF.N  :  I  takc  tliis  opportunity,  from  the  regard 
that  i  have  for  the  cause  of  American  freedom,  to  acquaint 
you  that  there  is  a  set  of  judicious  people  that  live  on  Sta- 
ten-hland,  who,  for  the  sake  of  a  little  gain,  would  sell 
their  and  the  Countrys  privileges,  as  appears  by  their  sell- 
ing to  the  Troops,  which  they  have  done  last  Tuesday, 
such  as  hogs,  sheep,  geese,  ducks,  and  fowls,  to  go  on 
bo;ird  the  ship  that  lies  now^  in  the  North  River,  to  go 
to  Boston,  and  are  determined  to  continue  thus  in  letting 
them  have  such  stock  as  they  want,  as  far  as  they  are  able 
to  supply  them,  and  will  spare  no  pains  to  jirovide  for 
iliiin.  Mr.  Cubberty  is  to  let  tlicni  have  some  stock.  As 
he  is  not  willing  to  liring  them  up  himself,  for  fear  of  being 
discoM.'red  in  so  doing,  so  that  they  are  to  call  for  them, 
and  he  will  let  thorn  have  as  far  as  he  can  spare.  Last 
Tuesday  they  had  the  abovementioned  stock  from  John 
Clin  I'clt,  ('ornrlius  Martin.  Benjamin  Martin,  John 
Kiteltas,   Jacob    Barregar,    and  Mary   Barrcgar.     The 
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notice  to  you  is  from  a  friend  to  the  cause  of  America,  vourable  impressions  in  your  Excellency's  mind  against  the 
desiring  that  I  should  acquaint  you  of  the  same,  which  Town,  we  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  many  of  us  disap- 
1  do,  as  it  is^y  and  every  friend's  duty  to  the  cause  of     prove  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  said  town-meeting,  and 


America.     From  your  humble  servant, 

David  Bukgek, 
Living  in  Partition-street,  Neiv-  York. 
The  Provincial  Congress,  in  Neiv-  York. 


A  list  of  the  Militia  Officers  in  Rumbolt  Precinct, 
Ulster  County,  New-York,  elected  agreeable  to  Reso- 
lutions of  Congress  : 

Zehulon  Southard,  Captain  ;  Evert  fVinckoop  Swart, 
First  Lieutenant;  Robert  Brett,  Second  Lieutenant;  Isaac 
Van  f-Vyck,  Ensign. 

Jacob  Griffin,  Captain ;  John  G.  Brinckerhoff,  First 
Lieutenant;  Abraham  Schcnck, Second  Lieutenant;  Chris- 
tian Dubois,  Jun.,  Ensign. 

Joseph  Horton,  Captain;  Johannes  IViltsey,  First  Lieu- 
tenant; John  L.  Losie,  Second  Lieutenant;  Jacob  Buys, 
Jun.,  Ensign. 

Isaac  liegeman,  Captain ;  Jacobus  De  Graff,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Gideon  Van  Velen,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Ro- 
bert Todd,  Ensign. 

William  Fowler,  Captain  ;  Matthew  Van  Bunschoten, 
First  Lieutenant;  Daniel  Outwater,  Second  Lieutenant; 
Peter  Vati  Bunschoten,  Ensign. 

Stephen  Brinckerhoff,  Captain  ;  John  A.  Brincker- 
hoff, (since  dead,)  First  Lieutenant ;  George  Brincker- 
hoff, Second  Lieutenant ;  Stephen  Osburn,  Ensign. 

Andrew  Hill,  Captain  ;  Cornelius  Brinckerhoff,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Francis  Way,  Junior,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Abraham.  La  Dow,  Ensign. 

Henuv  Schenck,  Deputy  Chairman. 

September,  1775. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  ALBANY  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN 
NORWICH,  CONNECTICUT,  DATED  SEPTEMBER  1,  1775. 

Business  of  all  kinds  is  entirely  Stagnated  here.  Since 
the  primitive  chaos  gave  place  to  creation,  I  question  if 
there  has  been  such  a  scene  of  confusion  as  this  place  has 
exhibited  for  a  month  past.  When  the  wind  is  southerly, 
sloops  are  continually  arriving,  sometimes  six  or  seven  in 
one  day,  filled  with  veteran  troops.  They  encamp,  while 
here,  upon  the  Flats,  near  the  Palroon's,  and  many  of  them 
lodge  in  sheds,  barns,  &:c.  It  is  said  they  are  all  bound 
for  Canada,  and  propose  to  winter  in  Qucbeck. 

Volkert  P.  Douw,  one  of  the  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Congress  for  managing  Indian  affairs,  has  been  in- 
viting the  Sir  Nations  to  come  and  visit  their  brethren  at 
Albany,  and  hold  a  conference  with  him  and  his  colleagues. 
General  Schuyler  and  Colonel  Goose  Tan  Schaick.  In 
consequence  of  said  invitation,  upwards  of  four  hundred 
Iniliatis,  with  their  squaws  and  papooses,  have  been  here 
these  three  weeks  past.  There  have  been  two  publick  con- 
ferences between  them  and  the  Commissioners,  and  one 
private  in  the  Presbyterian  Meeting-House.  The  savages 
declare  that  they  will  not  lift  the  hatchet  against  their 
King  and  brethren  on  the  other  side  of  the  great  water, 
but  observe  an  exact  neutrality,  unless  either  party  shall 
attempt  to  garrison  Fort  Siamvix,  or  shut  up  their  commu- 
nication with  Canada ;  in  which  case  they  will  consider 
them  who  does  it  to  be  their  enemy.  They  are  now  wait- 
ing until  they  receive  their  presents,  which  are  soon  ex- 
pected from  Netv-York.  General  Schuyler's  Regiment, 
at  Ticonderoga,  embarked  yesterday  for  »SV.  Johns. 

Watertown,  August  21,  1775. 

The  following  Letter  was  very  privately  sent  from  Fal- 
mouth, in  Casco-Bay,  to  the  late  execrable  Governour 
Hutchinson,  and  lately  found  among  his  papers.  As  some 
persons  have  been  suspected  of  signing  it,  who  are  entirely 
innocent,  it  is  now  given  to  the  publick,  that  such  perni- 
cious conduct  may  be  chargeable  on  those  only  who  are 
guilty  of  it: 

Falmoutli,  February  10,  177  1. 

Sir  :  Being  informed  that  your  Excellency  intends  soon 
to  embark  for  England,  and  fearing  tliat  certain  resolves 
lately  passed  in  a  meeting  of  this  Town,  which  your  Ex- 
cellency will  probably  soon  see  in  print,  may  create  unfa- 

FouRTH  Series. — Vol.  hi.  4( 


11  of  us  utterly  dislike  the  indecent  reflections  on  the  Ad- 
ministration at  home,  the  East-India  Company,  and  in 
particular  what  is  said  respecting  your  Excellency. 

We  further  disapprove  of  the  resolve  acknowledging 
any  obligations  to  Boston,  for  their  conduct  respecting  the 
tea  ships,  and  are  determined  to  use  our  influence  at  the 
next  annual  March  meeting  to  obtain  a  reconsideration  of 
the  said  resolves. 

Wishing  your  Excellency  a  prosperous  voyage,  we  are, 
with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedi- 
ent humble  servants, 

M.  Pearson, 

Stephen  Longfellow, 

Theo.  Bradbury, 

David  Wyer,  Jun., 

Benjamin  Titcomb, 

Jer.  Pote, 

Enoch  Ilsley, 

Thomas  Cumming, 

Greenfield  Pote, 


Thomas  Oxnard, 
Robert  Pagan, 
John  Kent, 
Moses  Shattuck, 
William  Robb, 
Simeon  Mayo, 
Thomas  Coulson, 
W.  Simmons, 
Thomas  Sandford. 
To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson,  Esq. 


Falmouth,  September  1,  1775. 

We,  the  subscribers,  declare  that,  in  signing  the  letter  to 
Governour  Hutchinson,  of  the  10th  of  February,  1774, 
lately  published,  it  was  the  furthest  from  our  intentions  to 
injure  or  offend  our  Town  or  Country,  or  to  signify  our 
approbation  of  those  acts  of  Parliament  which  are  so  uni- 
versally and  justly  odious  to  America.  We  really  thounht 
Governour  Hutchinson  was  a  friend  to  his  Country,  and 
hoped  he  would  have  endeavoured,  when  in  England,  to 
obtain  a  redress  of  our  grievances,  and  are  sorry  to  find 
ourselves  mistaken.  We  detest  the  thought  of  knowingly 
countenancing  or  encouraging  an  enemy  to  our  once  happy 
Constitution;  and  had  we  then  been  convinced  that  he  was 
one,  as  we  now  are,  we  should  never  have  signed  that 
letter.  We  further  declare,  that  it  has  always  been  our 
determination  to  observe  the  Association  and  Resolves  of 
the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses,  and  hope  this 
declaration  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  publick,  whose  fa- 
vour we  shall  always  think  ourselves  happy  in  deserving. 
Enoch  Ilsley,  John  Kent, 

Theo.  Bradbury,        Simeon  Mayo, 
Thomas  Sandford,     Moses  Shattuck. 

I,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  signers  of  a  letter  to  Gov- 
ernour Hutchinson,  bearing  date  February  10th,  1774, 
lately  published  in  the  newspapers,  do  solemnly  declare  to 
the  publick,  that  I  consider,  and  always  have  considered, 
the  Ministerial  plan  of  taxing  America  without  her  con- 
sent as  unconstitutional  and  oppressive ;  that  I  heartily 
approve  of  the  present  mode  of  defending  ourselves  against 
the  violence  of  Ministerial  Troops,  and  I  have  cheerfully 
obeyed  all  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial 
Congresses  ;  that  1  now  consider  said  Hutchinson  as  one 
of  the  greatest  enemies  of  our  natural  and  chartered  rights; 
and  had  he  then  appeared  to  me  in  the  light  that  he  has 
since,  I  should  not  have  signed  said  letter.  I  further  de- 
clare, that  I  did  not  disapprove  of  the  substance  of  the 
Resolves  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth,  which  the  letter  refers 
to,  only  of  certain  reflections  on  persons,  which  then  ap- 
peared to  me  needless  and  imprudent,  and  which  I  then 
publickly  objected  to  ;  therefore,  I  hope  to  be  still  con- 
sidered as  a  friend  to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  that  the 
candid  publick  will  forgive  my  errour  in  signing  said  letter. 
Benjamin  Titcomb. 

Falmouth,  September  5,  1775. 

Whereas  we,  the  subscribers,  with  sundry  others,  in 
February,  1774,  signed  a  letter  to  the  late  Governour 
Hutchinson ;  in  doing  which,  we  then  thought  we  were 
serving  the  publick  in  general,  and  this  Town  in  special; 
but  now,  finding  it  has  given  offence  to  many  persons,  we 
in  this  publick  manner  declare,  that  w^e  had  not  the  least 
design  to  offend  the  publick,  or  any  individual,  much  less 
to  injure  the  cause  of  .^wer/fa,  the  just  rights  and  liberties 
whereof  we  are  at  all  times  ready  to  exert  our  best  abilities 
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to  support  and  defend.  Nor  have  we  ever  liad  the  most 
secret  wish  that  the  late  acts  of  Parhament,  or  any  one  of 
them,  should  take  place  in  this  country;  nor  should  we 
have  sent  said  letter  to  Governour  llutchmson,  had  we  not 
supposed  at  that  time  he  was  a  friend  to  his  native  coun- 
try,  but  are  now  very  sorry  we  wrote  him. 

Stephen  Longfellow, 
David  Wyek,  Jun., 
Thomas  Oxnakh. 


Fuliiioutli,  Septoniber  1,  1775. 
Finding  that  a  letter  which  I  signed,  to  the  late  Govern- 
our Hutchinson,  in  February,  1774,  has  given  offence  to 
many,  1  embrace  this  opportunity  publickly  to  declare,  that 
I  signed  it  with  a  view  to  serve  the  publick  in  general,  and 
the  Town  in  particular  ;  and  that  1,  by  signing  thereof,  had 
no  intention  to  approve  of  Governour  Hutchinson's  con- 
duct, or  the  transactions  of  the  iMinistry,  Parliament,  or 
U(7s<-/;K/m  Company;  and  I  sincerely  beg  the  forgiveness 
of  all  those  whom  I  have  by  my  conduct  at  this  time 
offended.  _  Jer.  Pote. 

Wherea?  I,  the  subscriber,  with  several  others,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1771,  subscribed  a  letter  to  the  late  Governour 
Hutchinson,  in  doing  which  1  then  apprehended  I  was 
doing  service  to  the  publick  in  general,  and  to  this  Town  in 
special  ;  but  finding  said  letter  has  given  oifence  to  many 
persons,  I  hereby  declare  I  had  not  the  least  design  to  give 
offence  to  the  publick,  or  any  individual,  much  less  to  in- 
jure the  cause  o(  America,  whose  just  rights  and  liberties 
I  am  at  all  times  ready  to  exert  my  best  abilities  to  sup- 
port and  defend  ;  nor  have  1  ever  had  the  most  secret  wish 
that  the  late  Acts  of  Parliament,  or  any  of  them,  should 
take  place  in  the  Colonies  ;  nor  should  I  have  been  con- 
cerned in  sending  said  letter,  had  I  not  suiiposed  at  that 
time  that  Governour  Hutchinson  was  a  friend  to  his  native 
country.  Thomas  Gumming. 

Falmouth,  September  1,  1775. 
As  the  publick  may  expect  my  acquainting  them  with 
my  reasons  for  signing  a  letter  to  the  late  Governour 
Hutchinson,  in  February,  1774,  I  take  this  opportunity  to 
declare,  that  my  sole  motives  for  signing  tliat  letter  were  a 
view  to  the  publick  good,  and  a  wish  to  serve  this  Town 
in  particular,  to  which  I  acknowledge  myself  under  the 
greatest  obligations.  And,  further,  that  I  had  no  intention 
thereby  to  approve  of  Governour  Hutchinson's  publick 
conduct,  the  conduct  of  the  Ministry,  or  East-India  Com- 
pany. Since  I  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  Province, 
it  has  always  been  my  study  to  avoid  giving  offence ;  and 
I  sincerely  wish  the  forgiveness  of  those  who  have  been 
oflended  by  that  letter.  Robeut  Pagan. 


richard  penn  and  arthur  lee  to  the  president  of 
congress. 

[Road  November  9,  1775.) 

Loiuloii,  September  2,  1775. 

Honourable  Sir:  On  the  21st  of  last  month  we  sent 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  America  a  copy  of  the  peti- 
tion from  the  General  Congress  ;  and  yesterday,  the  first 
moment  that  was  permitted  us,  we  presented  to  him  the 
original,  which  his  Lordship  promised  to  deliver  to  His 
Majesty. 

Wc  thought  it  our  duty  to  press  his  Lordship  to  obtain 
an  answer ;  but  we  were  told,  as  His  Majesty  did  not  re- 
ceive it  on  the  throne,  no  answer  would  be  given. 

We  have  the  honour  of  being,  honourable  Sir,  your  most 
faithful  and  obedient  servants,  &ic.  r>  r* 

'  KlCHAUD    PeNN, 

Arthur  Lee. 

A  list  of  Field- Officers  nominated   by  the    Committee  of 
Cornwall    Precinct,    in    Orange    County,  for    the 
Eastern  Regiment,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Mountains, 
viz : 
Colonel,  Jesse    JVoodhult,  Esq. ;     Ijieutenant-Colonel, 

Elihu  Marvin  ;  Majors,  Nathaniel  Strong;  and  Zachariah 

Diil/ois:   Adjutant,  iViUiam  Moffat ;  Quartermaster,  jSa- 

ikanicl  Siiticrly. 
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Commissioned  Officers  chosen  by  the  respective  Comjianics 
belonging  to  said  Regiment : 

In  the  Company  formerly  commanded  by  Captain  I2ihu 
Marvin  :  Captain,  Archibald  Little,  Esq. ;  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Birdsiye  Youngs;  Second  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Hor- 
ton  ;  Ensign,  Nathan  Marvin. 

In  the  Company  formerly  commanded  by  Captain  Je5.sc 
}Voodhull,E.%i\.:  Captain,  Jonat/irt?i  Tut  hill ;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, John  Breivster,  Jun.  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Samuel 
iStrong  ;  Ensign,  Francis  Brewster. 

In  the  Company  formerly  commanded  by  Captain 
James  Peters:  Captain,  Christopher  Van  Duzer ;  First 
Lieutenant,  JVilliam  Roe  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Obadiah 
Smith;  Ensign, /ifl«c  Tobias. 

In  the  new  Company  in  the  Upper  Clove,  being  part  of 
the  Company  formerly  commanded  by  Captain  Austin 
Smith :  Captain,  Garret  Miller ;  First  Lieutenant,  Asa 
Buck;  Second.  Lieutenant,  IVilliam  Horton;  Ensign, 
Aaron  Miller. 

In  the  Company  in  JVoodbury  Clove,  being  the  Com- 
pany formerly  connnanded  by  Captain  Austin  Smith  : 
Captain,  Francis  Smith  ;  First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Smith  ; 
Second  Lieutenant,  Alexander  Galloway;  Ensign,  JoArt 
McMamis. 

In  a  new  Company  set  off  in  the  southwesterly  parts 
of  the  Precinct  of  Cornwall:  Captain,  Stephen  Slote; 
First  Lieutenant,  George  Gallon-ay;  Second  Lieutenant, 
John  Brown;  Ensign,  David  Rogers. 

In  the  Company  formerly  commanded  by  Captain 
Phineas  Rumsey  :  Captain,  Silas  Pcison;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Joshua  Brown  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Daniel  Reeve ; 
Ensign,  Phineas  Heard. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  Company  of  Minute-Men  at  the 
house  of  Francis  Smith,  in  Cornwall  Precinct,  in  the 
County  of  Orange,  and  Province  of  New-Yorli,  on  the 
2d  of  September,  1775,  they  proceeded  to  choose  their 
Officers,  according  to  the  Resolve  of  the  Congress  in  such 
cases  provided,  when  the  following  persons  were  chosen 
for  that  purpose,  viz  : 

Captain,  Samuel  Rayment ;  First  Lieutenant,  David 
Reynolds  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Richard  Langdon ;  En- 
sign, Jeremiah  Foivler. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Thomas  Moffat,  Clerk. 


CAPTAIN    PHINEAS  RUMSEY  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS, 
September  19,  1775. 

Sir:  I  desire  the  enclosed  Petition  may  be  laid  before 
tlie  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safely  where  the  Militia 
Commissions  come  from,   that  I  may  have   a   hearing  be- 
fore the  commissions  for  Dr.  Picrson  be  given  out. 
1  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Phineas  Riimsey. 
Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  or  to 

John  ]\IcKesson,  Esq.,  in  New- York. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Members  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress in  New- York  asscrnblcd  : 
The  humble  Petition  of  the  several  persons  whose  names 
arc  hereunto  subscribed,  sheweth: 

That  on  the  23d  day  of  August,  177.5,  came  on  the 
choice  of  electing  a  Captain  for  one  of  our  last  division  of 
Goshen  Township  Companies,  in  Orange  County,  at  which 
Captain  Phineas  Rumsey,  Dr.  Silas  Peirson,  and  Ste- 
phen Gilbert,  were  candidates : 

Tiiat  Archibald  Little,  Esf|.,  and  Nathaniel  Satterly, 
two  of  the  Committee  of  Blooming  Grove,  were  appoint- 
ed to  be  the  returning  ollicers  to  take  in  the  poll,  to 
which  they  proceeded  in  the  order  as  the  Congress  di- 
rects, at  which  Phineas  Rumsey  obtained  the  most  votes 
to  continue  (.'aptain  ;  and  in  said  order,  John  Vail  and 
John  fVoodhull  Tuchel  were,  by  a  majority,  chosen  First 
and  Second  Lieutenants,  by  fair  votes,  and,  as  said  judges 
say,  were  returned  accordingly;  but  said  Peirson  and  Gil- 
bert being  disappointed,  together  with  a  small  party  of 
the  people  who  were  their  associates,  thinking  to  gain 
their  eiuls  by  taking  the  advantage  of  some  words  that  they 
say  said   Rumsey  spoke,  as  they  suppose  in  violation  of 
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one  of  the  orders  of  the  Congress,  about  clioosing  the  war- 
ranted or  non-commissioned  o/licers,  and  said  Gilbert  enter- 
ed a  complaint  to  said  Conimitlee  of  Blooming  Grove,  of 
which  he  himself  is  a  member,  and  obtained  a  citation  for 
said  Rumsey,  and  served  the  same  the  day  of  trial,  which  day 
he  could  not  attend,  as  he  was  engaged  for  the  space  of  ten 
days  before  that  to  go  to  JVarwick  that  day  to  do  business 
of  consequence  that  could  not  be  omitted  ;  neither  could 
said  Rumsey  come  to  trial  on  so  short  a  notice,  as  one  of 
his  material  evidences  was  in  Nctv-York  at  that  lime. 
Said  Rumsey  sent  said  John  Vail,  who  informed  said  Com- 
mittee of  his  circumstances,  but  they,  not  thinking  proper 
to  adjourn,  met  and  proceeded  to  try  said  Rumsey,  and 
voted  themselves  that  Ramsey's  notice  was  too  quick  to  be 
then  tried,  but  the  discontented  party  thinking  it  their 
most  proper  time  to  try  him  when  he  was  not  there  to  vin- 
dicate himself.  All  informed  the  said  Committee  that 
lliey  were  evidences,  and  would  not  appear  again  ;  at  which 
said  Committee  gratified  them,  and  on  their  verbal  words 
condemned  Rumsey,  and  adjudged  him  unfit  to  wear  a 
commission  ;  but  said  Committee  must  not  have  known 
that  all  those  men  were  equally  prosecutors,  or  they  would 
not  have  condemned  the  man  without  one  legal  witness,  and 
stopped  the  commissions  coming  to  the  other  oflicers  who 
were  legally  chosen,  and  no  complaint  entered  against. 
Said  Committee  ordered  a  second  choice,  at  which  we 
attended,  where  said  Little  and  Zachariuh  Dubois  were 
returning  officers,  who  did  proceed  to  lake  in  the  poll  in  a 
very  irregular  manner,  as  the  men  that  pretended  to  vote 
for  them  were  but  few  in  numbers,  and  did  not  choose  to 
appear  with  so  small  a  party  of  the  Company,  and  we  de- 
clined voting  a  second  time,  until  we  had  further  orders  from 
this  honourable  House,  as  we  thought  we  had  gone  accord- 
ing to  their  direction  in  our  first  choice  ;  but  these  few  who 
were  discontented  with  the  first  choice  had  procured  several 
voters  out  of  other  Companies,  and  some  that  did  not  live 
in  the  County,  who  all  voted  once,  and  some,  it  is  said, 
twice,  as  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  officers  to  know 
who  had  voted,  or  how  often,  as  they  were  not  less  than 
eight  or  ten  deep,  all  crowded  around  the  table  from  dilfer- 
ent  parts  of  the  country  ;  by  which  means  they  voted  in 
Dr.  Silas  Peirson  Captain,  and  other  Lieutenants  to  com- 
mand, as  contrary  to  order  and  our  inclination,  and  said 
ihey  would  return  the  same  accordingly. 

That  your  petitioners  humbly  conceive  the  said  pro- 
ceedings not  only  to  be  a  manifest  wrong  to  the  said  Captain 
Rumsey  and  said  law,  but  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  your 
jjctitioners  and  others,  the  electors  of  our  neighbouring 
Companies,  whose  discontented  parties  are  encouraged  by 
their  success,  and  now  following  their  example,  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  peace  in  our  Country.  Your  petition- 
ers, therefore,  humbly  pray  this  honourable  House  to  take 
tJieir  case  into  consideration,  and  to  give  them  such  relief 
therein  as  to  this  honourable  House  shall  seem  meet ;  and 
your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 

Phineas  Rumsey,  John  Gavey,  Benjamin  Cozat, 

John  Vail,  Benj.  McVeaiigh,  Abraham  Coolny, 

John  Pain,  John  Kctcham,  Siniiiel   R-adcr, 

Charles  Tookcn,  Asa  Rumsev,  Joseph  Peterson, 

Benjamin  Harlow,  William  McMiUen,  John  lirjn, 

Nathan  Rumsey,  Zophar  Jayn,  Oliver  Peterson, 

Garret  Durye,  Benjamin  Jayn,  Samuel  Parshel, 

Stephen  Hulse,  John  Carpenter,  James  Ketcham, 

Thomas  Everson,  John  Stag,  John  Rogers, 

George  Durye,  Knos  Hagerty,  Alexander  Smith, 

Peter  Cavanagh,  Selah  Tucker,  Daniel  Conkling, 

Stephen  Payn,  Isaac  Tucker,  John  Tuthill, 

Joseph  Davis.  William  Tuthill,  Jedediah  Seeler, 

Asa  Overton,  John  Miers,  Jeremiah  Tuthill, 

David  Aird,  William  Crane,  James  Katch. 

Moses  Train,  Jesse  Withers, 


Field-  Officers  in  two  Regiments  of  Minute-Men  in  Dutch- 
ess County,  New-York,  September  2,  1775. 

Colonel, /oA7t  Van  Ness;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Cornelius 
Humphrey;  Majors,  Robert  G.Livingston,  Jun.,  and  Ja7nes 
Reed;  Adjutant,  Reuben  Hopkins;  Quartermaster,  Joseph 
Ketchum,  Jun. 

Colonel,  Jacobus  Swartwout ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  John 
Bailey,  Jr.;  Majors,  Malcom  Morrison  and  Henry  Schenck; 
Adjutant,  Joshua  Carman.  Jun. ;  Quartermaster,  Henry 
Godwin.  r^  T 

uiLBERT  Livingston. 


Return  of  the  Captains  and  Subalterns  of  the  Companies 
in  Colonel  Van  Ness's  Regiment  of  Minute- Men. 

North-East:  Captain,  Ui/o-A  7?f(T;  First  Lieutenant, 
Daniel  IVilson  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Nathaniel  Mead ;  En- 
sign, Phcnii  Rice. 

Rhinebeck:  Capt^im,  Harman  Hoffinan;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Andreu'  Ileermanse ;  Second  Lieutenant,  George 
Sharp;  Ensign,  James  Adams. 

Rhinebeck:  Captain,  JoAn  De  TVitt ;  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Felir  Heermanse ;  Second  Lieutenant,  JoA?t  Steen- 
bergh  ;   F.ns\gn,  Jacob  Kip. 

Amenia:  Captain,  Increase  Child;  First  Lieutenant, 
John  Lloyd ;  Second  Lieutenant,  William  Blunt ;  Ensign, 
Josiah  Morse. 

Charlotte  :  Captain,  Smith  Sutherland;  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Zaccheus  Marshall;  Second  Lieutenant,  Uriah  Sill; 
Ensign,  Stephen  llaight. 

petition  of  JOHN  McKINNEY  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

To  the  Honourable  Members  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 

at  this  time  convened  in  the  City  o/ New-York  : 
The  Petition  o/ John  McKinney  most  humbly  sheiveth  : 

That  your  petitioner,  with  his  wife  and  family,  are  under 
the  greatest  distress  of  mind,  at  the  confinement  and  misfor- 
tunes of  Captain  John  Kendall,  who  has  for  some  time  past 
been  married  to  your  petitioner's  daughter,  who  is  very 
lately  brought  to  bed,  and  now  lies  in  so  truly  deplorable  a 
manner  that  her  life  is  much  despaired  of,  and  that  in  great 
part  attributed  to  her  husband's  present  unhappy  situation. 
That  your  petitioner  is  unspeakably  concerned  at  the  said 
John  KendalTs  being  imder  the  censure  and  displeasure  of 
this  honourable  Board,  but  does  not  mean  to  vindicate,  in 
the  least,  any  misconduct  he  may  have  been  guilty  of;  only 
means  hereby  to  hope  his  own  and  family's  present  unhap- 
piness  may  be  speedily  alleviated  by  your  feeling  considera- 
tion. That  your  petitioner  has  been  many  years  an  inhabi- 
tant of  this  city;  has,  with  great  care  and  trouble,  brought 
up  a  large  family;  is  a  freeman  and  freeholder,  and  would 
willingly  become  the  said  John  Kendall's  security  that  he 
shall  in  future  behave  himself  in  a  becoming  manner  ;  that 
he  shall  not  take  up  arms,  or  otherwise  behave  offensively 
against  the  Continental  Army,  nor  shall  go  on  board  any  of 
His  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  or  otherwise  your  petitioner  is 
willing  to  be  bound  as  this  honoui-able  Board  shall  see 
reasonable  and  requisite.  Wherefore,  your  petitioner 
earnestly  prays  that  the  premises  may,  in  the  most  conve- 
nient time,  be  taken  into  consideration  by  this  honourable 
Board,  that  his  security  may  be  taken  for  the  future  good 
conduct  of  the  said  John  Kendall,  and  be  thereupon  dis- 
charged from  his  present  confinement ;  for  which  great 
favour  your  petitioner,  with  his  family,  will  ever  most  sin- 
cerely pray,  &c. 

City  of  New.York,  September  2,  1775. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  AT  ALBANY, 
DATED  SEPTEMBER  2,    1775. 

By  an  express  arrived  last  night,  we  jiear  there  has  been 
some  skirmish,  near  St.  John's,  between  a  reconnoitering 
party  of  our  men  in  a  boat,  and  a  boat  of  Regulars,  Ca- 
7iadians,  and  Indians.  The  General's  letter  on  the  occa- 
sion mentions  that  the  Captain  of  our  party  was  killed  (one 
Baker)  and  a  number  of  whites,  and  two  Indians  of  the 
enemy  were  slain  ;  that  General  Montgomery,  with  twelve 
hundred  men,  set  off  the  first  of  the  week  for  St.  John's, 
anil  were  to  muster  on  the  Isle-aitx-Noix,  until  joined  by 
General  Schuyler,  who,  with  about  as  many  more  men,  has 
by  this  time  arrived,  so  that  within  a  very  few  days  it  is 
possible  the  blow  will  be  struck  which  shall  determine  the 
fate  of  three  Provinces.  And  here  I  must  wait,  an  idle 
listener  to  news,  merely  because  hard  necessity  ties  me 
down,  as  our  men  cannot  \  et  march  for  want  ot  their  cam- 
paign equipage.  

EXTRACT  OF   A   LETTER   FROM   ALBANY  TO   A   GENTLEMAN    IN 
NEW-VORK,   DATED   SEPTEMBER  5,    1775. 

Before  you  get  this  you  will  hear  of  the  unhappy  affair 
of  Captain  Baker,  near  .S'^  John's.  It  seems  Baker  had 
often  been  sent  out  by  General  Schuyler,  to  make  observa- 
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tions,  but  always  with  strict  orders  never  to  molest  either 
Canadians  or  Indians.  Tlie  last  tour  was  without  any  orders 
from  the  General ;  and  landing  somewhere  on  the  shore  of 
tlie  lake,  he  indiscreetly  or  wickedly  snapped  his  firelock 
at  some  Indians  lie  saw  near  him  ;  immediately  he  was  fired 
at  and  slain,  on  which  his  people  returned  the  fire,  and 
killed  two  of  the  savages.  This  matter  was  immediately 
represented  in  its  true  colours,  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Indian  affairs,  to  the  Six  Nations  now  in  Congress  in  this 
City,  who  tiianked  tiiem  for  their  candour ;  and,  in  order 
to  put  out  the  flame  whicii  this  unhappy  affair  could  not 
help  kindling,  a  Lieutenant  sets  out  to  day,  with  four  Mo- 
hawk Indians  and  an  interpreter,  to  join  General  Schuyler, 
wherever  he  shall  be,  to  endeavour  to  make  up  matters. 
This  affair  was  prodigiously  misrepresented  here  at  first. 

GOVEUNOLR   COOKE   TO   GENERAI>   WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  .September  2,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  favoured  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
31st  of  last  month,  by  Captain  Baylor,  who  liath  purchased 
the  warlike  stores  imported  by  Messrs.  Clarke  fy  Night- 
ingale. The  prices  appear  to  be  very  high,  but,  considering 
the  cost,  expenses,  and  risk,  I  believe  they  are  as  low  as 
can  be  reasonably  expected. 

In  the  letter  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  you,  by 
Mr. /irow'/i,  I  mentioned  the  extreme  scarcity  of  tow  cloth 
in  the  Colony.     Tiiere  is  indeed  none  to  be  purchased. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  act  during  the  recess  of  the 
General  Assembly,  have  given  your  proposal,  for  taking 
the  powder  from  Bermuda,  a  full  consideration,  and  have 
come  to  a  resolution  to  make  the  attempt.  Captain  Abra- 
ham Jl'hipple,  the  Commodore  of  the  two  arnied  vessels 
in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  who  has  been  very  ill,  but  is 
now  upon  the  recovery,  has  been  consulted,  and  will  under- 
take the  enterprise  as  soon  as  his  health  will  permit.  He 
is  deemed  the  most  suitable  person  to  conduct  it  that  we 
have.  Ho  requests  your  Excellency  to  give  him  a  line, 
under  your  hand,  assuring  the  people  of  Bermuda  that  in 
case  of  their  assistance  you  will  recommend  it  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  to  permit  them  to  fetch  provisions  for  the 
use  of  the  island.  He  does  not  propose  to  make  any  use 
of  it  unless  he  shall  find  it  utterly  impracticable  to  obtain 
the  powder  without  their  assistance. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem  and  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  Nicholas  Cooke. 
General  Washington^        

CI.AIIK   AND  NIGHTINGALE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 
Providence,  September  2,  1775. 

Siu:  Agreeable  lo  your  request  by  Captain  George  Bay- 
lor, your  Excellency's  Aid-de-Camp,  we  have  delivered 
him  all  the  gunpowder  and  lead,  with  what  arms  his  Honour 
Governour  Cooke  thought  would  be  expedient  to  spare ; 
the  remainder  of  the  powder  and  arms,  which  are  but  few, 
and  not  yet  come  to  Town,  he  thinks  will  be  best  to  con- 
tinue here,  in  order  to  supply  the  inhabitants  in  case  of  an 
attack  upon  these  parts. 

As  our  vessel  is  not  arrived  here,  and  we  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  the  Captain's  accounts  with  respect  to  the 
voyage,  we  cannot  ascertain  our  proportion  of  these  arti- 
cles ;  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Massachusctts-Bny 
being  equally  concerned  with  us  in  them,  they  having  ad- 
vanceil  four  thousand  dollars,  to  whicli  wo  put  the  like 
sum,  to  be  invested  in  military  stores  if  they  could  be  pro- 
cured. It  will  therefore  be  entirely  o(.it  of  our  power  to 
have  this  matter  adjusted  till  tlie  Captain's  arrival ;  for 
which  reason  we  must  request  your  Excellency  to  inform 
Colonel  Benjamin  Lincoln,  (to  whom  we  write,  as  he  was 
formerly  one  of  the  Committee  of  Supplies,  and  now  one 
of  the  ("ouncil  of  the  Massnchusrtts-Bny,  and  the  person 
with  whom  we  contracte<l,)  that  you  have  the  powder  and 
lead  allowed  to  you,  and  that  tlie  arms,  and  five  thousand 
flints,  will  be  sent  by  the  first  opportunity,  for  whicli  your 
Excellency  will  please  to  settle  with  them,  as  soon  as  they 
know  the  amount,  which  shall  be  immediately  on  the  Cajv 
tain's  arrival. 

We  arc,  with  due  respect,  your  Rxcellenoy's  most  obe- 
dient and  most  obliged  JuMuble  servants, 

Cl.AKK  isi    NlGlnlNGALE. 

His  Excellency  George  tVashinglon,  Esq. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  2,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favour  of 
the  21st  ult.,  with  the  enclosures.  By  my  last  letters  from 
Ticonderoga ,\  expect  a  quantity  of  lead  will  be  forwarded 
soon,  to  your  care,  from  thence.  1  am  glad  there  are  such 
prospects  of  a  supply  of  that  article  from  the  mines  in  your 
Colony.  I  make  no  doubt  they  will  receive  such  encour- 
agement, both  publick  and  private,  as  their  importance  and 
value  demand. 

By  the  time  you  receive  this  letter  you  will  be  able  to 
judge,  with  some  certainty,  whether  the  fleet  which  sailed 
last  from  Boston  was  destined  for  your  coast.  If  it  is  not 
yet  arrived,  we  may  conclude  it  has  sailed  to  the  eastward. 
If  it  has  arrived,  the  issue  will  be  known  immediately;  so 
that  in  either  case  the  continuance  of  the  new-raised  levies 
along  the  coast  is  unnecessary.  You  will,  therefore,  on  the 
receipt  of  this,  be  jileased  to  order  them  to  march  imme- 
diately to  this  camp,  directing  the  commanding  officer,  at 
the  same  time,  to  give  me  two  or  three  days'  notice  of  the 
time  in  whicli  the  troops  will  arrive,  that  suitable  acommo- 
dations  may  be  prepared.  Their  presence  is  the  more 
necessary,  as  I  may  in  confidence  inform  you  that  I  am 
about  to  detach  ten  or  twelve  hundred  men  on  an  expedi- 
tion into  Canada,  by  way  of  Kennebeck  River,  from  which 
I  have  the  greatest  reason  to  expect  either  that  (^uebcck 
will  fall  into  our  hands  a  very  easy  prey,  or  such  a  diver- 
sion made  as  will  open  a  very  easy  passage  to  General 
Schuyler. 

We  are  now  so  well  secured  in  our  late  advanced  post 
on  the  hill,  that  the  enemy  have  discontinued  their  can- 
nonade.    The  men  continue  in  good  health  and  spirits. 

I  am,  with  much  regard  and  esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  very  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Governour  Trumbull. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO   GENERAL  WOOSTER. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  2,  1775. 

Siu:  I  have  just  received  your  favour  of  the  29th  ult., 
by  express.  I  am  very  sensible  that  the  situation  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Long-Island,  as  well  as  of  all  those  on  the 
coast,  exjioses  them  greatly  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy; 
and  it  is  to  be  wished  general  protection  could  be  extended 
to  them,  consistent  with  the  prosecution  of  those  great 
plans  which  have  been  adopted  for  the  common  safety. 
This  was  early  foreseen,  and  the  danger  provided  for  by  a 
resolution  of  Congress,  that  each  Province  should  depend 
on  its  own  internal  strength  against  these  invasions :  the 
prejudice  arising  fiom  them,  even  if  successful,  not  being 
equal  to  that  of  separating  the  Army  into  a  number  of 
small  detachments,  who  would  be  harassed  in  fruitless 
marches  and  countermarches,  after  an  enemy  whose  con- 
veyance by  shipping  is  so  advantageous  that  they  might 
keep  the  whole  coast  in  constant  alarm,  without  our  being 
able,  perhaps,  at  any  time,  to  give  them  vigorous  opposi- 
tion. Upon  this  principle  1  have  invariably  rejected  every 
application  made  me  here,  lo  keep  any  detachments  on  the 
coast  for  these  purposes.  I  should  therefore,  most  proba- 
bly, have  thought  it  my  duty  to  have  ordered  the  three 
Companies  mentioned  in  your  letter  to  have  joined  your 
Army,  to  act  in  the  general  service,  had  they  not  been 
under  command,  from  General  Schuyler,  lo  join  him  ;  but, 
as  it  is,  I  can  by  no  means  interfere.  He  is  engaged  in  a 
service  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  whole  Continent, 
his  strength  and  appointments  far  short  of  his  expectations  ; 
and  to  give  any  counter  orders  may  not  only  defeat  his 
whole  plan,  but  must  make  me  responsible  to  the  publick 
for  the  failure.  Instead,  therefore,  of  their  further  stay,  I 
would  have  them  march  immediately.  I  fear  the  delay  of 
the  ten  days  may  have  very  bad  effects,  as,  by  my  last  ad- 
vices from  Ticonderoga,  General  Schuyler  was  to  march 
in  a  few  days  for  Canada  ;  and  it  is  highly  probable  he 
may  depend  upon  these  Companies  to  occtqiy  the  posts  of 
communication,  which  otherwise  he  must  weaken  his  Army 
to  do.  No  Provincial  Congress  can,  with  any  propriety, 
interfere  in  the  disposition  of  Troops  on  the  Continental 
establishment,  much  less  control  the  orders  of  any  General 
Olliccr,  so  that  in  this  instance  the  Congress  at  New- York 
have  judged  properly  in  declining  to  counteract  General 
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Schuyler's  orders.  I  wish  I  could  extend  my  approbation 
equally  to  the  whole  line  of  their  conduct.  Before  you 
receive  this  letter,  you  will  most  probably  be  able  to  judge 
how  far  your  continuance  on  Long-Island  will  be  further 
necessary.  If  the  Fleet  which  last  sailed  was  destined  for 
those  coasts,  it  must  be  arrived.  If  it  is  not,  it  is  certainly 
gone  to  the  eastward,  and  your  present  station  is  no  longer 
necessary.  The  importance  of  preserving  the  communica- 
tion of  the  North  River,  and  many  other  reasons,  induce 
me  to  wish  you  were  returned  to  your  former  post.  The 
late  transactions  at  jSew-  York  furnish  additional  reasons 
for  your  being  as  near  that  City  as  is  consistent  with  the 
discipline  and  convenience  of  your  Troops.  Your  next, 
therefore,  I  flatter  myself,  will  inform  me  of  your  having 
resumed  your  former  station. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  much  regard  and  esteem, 

Gkorge  Washington. 
To  Briiradier-General  IVoostcr,  New-York. 


instructions  to  captain  NICHOLSON  BROIGHTON. 

To  Captain  Nicholson  Broughton: 

1.  You,  being  appointed  a  Captain  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  Colonies  o(  North- Am  erica,  are  hereby  directed  to 
take  the  command  of  a  detachment  of  said  Army,  and  pro- 
ceed on  board  the  Schooner  Hannah,  at  Beverly,  lately 
fitted  out  and  equipped  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  pro- 
visions, at  the  Continental  expense. 

2.  You  are  to  proceed,  as  commander  of  said  Schooner, 
immediately  on  a  cruise  against  such  vessels  as  may  be 
found  on  the  high  seas  or  elsewhere,  hound  inwards  and  out- 
wards, to  or  from  Boston,  in  the  service  of  the  Ministerial 
Army,  and  to  take  and  seize  all  such  vessels,  laden  with 
soldiers,  arms,  ammunition  or  provisions,  for  or  from  said 
Army,  or  which  you  shall  have  good  reason  to  suspect  are 
in  such  service. 

3.  If  you  should  be  so  successful  as  to  take  any  of  such 
vessels,  you  are  immediately  to  send  them  to  the  safest 
and  nearest  Port  to  this  camp,  under  a  careful  prize  mas- 
ter, directing  him  to  notify  me,  by  express,  immediately,  of 
such  capture,  with  all  particulars,  and  there  to  wait  my 
further  direction. 

4.  You  are  to  be  very  particular  and  diligent  in  your 
search  after  all  letters  and  other  papers  tending  to  discover 
the  designs  of  the  enemy,  or  of  any  other  kind,  and  to  for- 
ward all  such  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

5.  Whatever  prisoners  you  may  take  you  are  to  treat 
with  kindness  and  humanity,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with 
your  own  safety.  Their  private  stock  of  money  and  ap- 
parel is  to  be  given  them,  after  being  duly  searched  ;  and 
when  they  arrive  at  any  Port,  you  are  to  apply  to  the 
Committee,  or  to  any  oflicer  of  the  Continental  Army  sta- 
tioned at  such  Port,  for  a  guard  to  bring  them  up  to  head- 
quarters. 

6.  For  your  own  encouragement,  and  that  of  the  other 
officers  and  men,  to  activity  and  courage  in  this  service, 
over  and  above  your  pay  in  the  Continental  Army,  you 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  third  part  of  the  cargo  of  every 
vessel  by  you  taken  and  sent  into  port,  (military  and  naval 
stores  only  excepted,  which,  with  vessels  and  ap|)arel,  are 
reserved  for  publick  service  ;)  which  said  third  part  is  to 
be  divided  among  the  officers  and  men  in  the  following 
proportions:  To  a  Captain, six  shares;  a  First  Lieutenant, 
five;  a  Second  Lieutenant,  four;  Ship's  Master,  three; 
Steward,  two;  Mate,  one  and  a  half;  Gunner,  one  and  a 
half;  Boatswain,  one  and  a  half;  Gunner's  Mate  and  Ser- 
geant, one  and  a  half;  Privates,  one  share  each. 

7.  You  are  particularly  charged  to  avoid  any  engage- 
ment with  any  armed  vessel  of  the  enemy,  though  you  may 
be  equal  in  strength,  or  may  have  some  small  advantage; 
the  design  of  this  enterprise  being  to  intercept  the  supplies 
of  the  enemy,  which  will  be  defeated  by  your  running  into 
unnecessary  engagements. 

8.  As  there  may  be  other  vessels  employed  in  the 
same  service  with  yourselves,  you  are  to  fix  upon  proper 
signals,  and,  your  stations  being  settled  so  as  to  take  the 
greatest  range,  avoid  cruising  on  the  same  ground.  If  you 
should  happen  to  take  prizes  in  sight  of  each  other,  the 
rules  which  take  place  among  private  sliijis  of  war  are  to 
be  observed  in  the  distribution  of  the  prize  money. 


9.  In  case  of  retaking  the  vessel  of  any  friend  to  the 
American  cause,  1  will  recommend  it  to  such  person  to 
make  a  suitable  compensation  to  those  who  have  done  such 
a  service  ;  but  such  vessels  are  not  to  be  deemed  as  com- 
ing within  the  directions  respecting  other  vessels. 

10.  You  are  to  be  extremely  careful  and  frugal  of 
your  ammunition  ;  by  no  means  to  waste  any  of  it  in  sa- 
lutes, or  for  any  purpose,  but  what  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters,  Cambridge, 
this  second  day  oi  September,  1775. 

George  Washington. 

Head-Quartera,  September  2,  1775. 

By  his  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esr/.,  Comman- 
der-in-Chief of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 
To  Nathaniel  Tracy,  Esq.  : 

You  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  take  up 
for  the  service  of  the  said  Colonies  so  many  vessels  as 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  transporting  a  body  of  Troops  to 
be  detached  from  this  Army  on  a  secret  expedition.  Freight 
of  such  vessels  to  be  paid  in  such  manner  and  at  such  a 
rate  as  is  herein  endorsed  ;  and  in  case  of  loss  or  damage 
to  such  vessels,  or  any  of  them,  such  loss  or  damage  to  be 
compensated  by  the  publick,  according  to  an  estimation  to 
be  made  before  the  said  vessels  proceed  in  the  above  ser- 
vice. George  Washington. 

To  prevent  any  dispute  which  may  arise  respecting  the 
freight  of  the  within  vessels,  it  is  agreed  that  Colonel  Orne, 
of  Marblehead,  with  two  other  persons,  to  be  nominated 
by  him,  fix  the  price,  which  shall  be  binding  on  both  par- 
ties, and  that  the  same  gentlemen  do  appraise  the  vessels 
before  they  proceed.  Joseph  Reed,  Secretary. 

general  CHARLES  LEE  TO   RICHARD    HENRY   LEE. 

Camp  on  VVinter-IIill,  September  2,  1775. 

My  Dear  Friend  :  We  have  just  heard  of  the  strange 
manoeuvre  of  sending  back  the  clothing  which  was  taken 
from  Philadelphia.  I  have  only  time  to  express  my  aston- 
ishment and  apprehension  that  this  conduct  will  betray 
some  degree  of  fear,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
pernicious,  both  here  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  water. 
Upon  this  principle,  I  must  confess  1  was  shocked  at  your 
last  address  to  the  King.  I  am  confident  it  will  do  mis- 
chief; it  will  bring  on  a  negotiation,  which  perhaps  will 
be  fatal.  That  callous  tyrant  must  have  his  fears  alone 
worked  upon.  If  I  did  address  him,  I  would  do  it  in  the 
following  style  :  "  Sir,  if  you  do  not  withdraw  your  Troops 
upon  the  receipt  of  this,  we  will  absolve  ourselves  from  all 
allegiance  to  you,  and  we  will  divorce  ourselves  forever 
from  Britain,  whose  abject  patience  in  suffering  such 
tyranny  as  that  she  has  experienced  tlirough  your  whole 
reign,  renders  her  totally  unworthy  to  be  the  presiding 
power  of  a  great  Empire." 

This  is  the  style  you  should  adopt ;  it  is  the  only  style 
which  can  possibly  succeed.  I  rejoice  that  Congress  has 
made  the  acquisition  of  your  brother.  My  love  and  respects 
to  him.  Have  you  received  my  long  scroll?  For  God's 
sake,  let  me  hear  from  you  soon.  God  bless  you,  my  dear 
friend,  and  send  the  common  cause  all  the  success  it 
merits  from  a  righteous  being. 

Farewell,  yours,  most  truly  and  sincerely, 

Charles  Lee. 

doctor  ZUBLY  TO  THE  EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH. 

Pliila<ieli.hia,  September  3,  1775. 

To  (he  Right  Ilonournble  William,  Earl  of  Dartmouth  : 
My  Lord:  Your  Ijordship's  appointment  to  be  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  American  Department,  by  nimibers  that 
respected  your  Lordship's  religious  character,  was  looked 
upon  as  a  very  providential  and  happy  event.  Your  patron- 
ising of  religious  undertakings  confirmed  the  general  opin- 
ion, and  we  were  happy  in  the  expectations  of  your  Lord- 
ship's conscientious  regard  to  justice  and  equity,  as  well  as 
to  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  of  this  great  Continent ; 
we  expected  the  cause  of  liberty  and  religion  would  meet 
with  the  strongest  support  under  your  administration,  and 
in  your  Lordship  woidd  ever  find  a  constant  and  successful 
advocate  v.'ith  your  royal  master. 
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Unhannilv  ciurin.'  vour  administration,  measures  have  the  earth,  and  that  the  small  and  great  must  stand  before 
been  nursued  verv  contrary  to  American  hopL-s ;  and  we  him  at  last.  Would  your  Lordship  be  willing,  at  the  gen- 
easilv  conceive  vour  Lordship  may  think  it  not  less  strange     eral   meetmg  of  all  mankind,  to  take  a  place  among  those 

tdsii^  j^      ,•   _i:.,; :„    vi™«W/.«  cliniiM  hp  sn  iin-     wlio  destroyed  or  enslaved   Empires,  or  risk  your  future 

stale  on  the  merit  of  having,  at  the  expense  of  British 


that 'many  friends  of  religion  in  America  should  be  so  un- 
easy under  laws  which  had  your  Lordship's  concurrence 
and  approbation.  ,      ^,    .    .       ,      ■  ,        , 

It  is  to  the  man  and  to  the  Christian  I  wish  to  be  per- 
mitted to  address  myself.  Your  Lordship  ranks  among 
the  highest  subjects,  and  lias  a  large  share  in  all  pubhck 
measures  ;  but  anxiety  for  what  may  distress,  and  zeal  for 
the  welfare  of  the  Empire,  can  be  no  crime,  even  in  the 
meanest ;  and  when  a  house  is  once  in  flames,  every  man 
is  inexcusable,  or  must  at  least  be  so  in  his  own  breast,  thai 
does  not  conlribnie  whatever  he  may  think  in  his  power  to 
their  being  extinguished.  The  elfects  of  the  present  mea- 
sagacity  to  foresee  what 


blood  and  treasure,  taken  away  the  property,  the  life  and 
liberty  of  the  largest  part  of  the  Brilish  Empire?  Can 
your  Lordship  think  those  that  fear  the  Lord  will  not  cry 
to  him  against  their  oppressors  ?  and  will  not  the  Father 
of  mankind  hear  the  cries  of  the  oppressed?  or  would  you 
be  willing  that  their  cries  and  tears  should  rise  against  you, 
as  a  forward  instrument  of  their  oppression  ? 

]  know,  my  Lord,  that  this  is  not  courtly  language,  but 
your  Lordship  is  a  professor  of  religion,  and  of  the  pure, 
gentle,  benevolent  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  groans  of 
a  people  pushed  on  a  precipice,  and  driven  on  the  very 
till  it  can  be  proved 
Americans  have 


sures  are  visible,  and  it  requires  „       ^  ,   ■  ,  -  r  ,        ■       -n  ,-     -i  i       .ii 

may  be  the  consequence,  should  they  be  continued,  lour  brink  of  despair,  will  prove  forcible  ;  till 
Lordship  may  do  much  towards  restoring  and  perpetuating  that  any  power,  in  whose  legislation  the 
the  tranquillity  of  a  crreat  Empire:  persons  of  my  station  no  part,  may  at  pleasure  bind  them  in  all  cases  whatso- 
have  notliin<^  to  ofTer  but  hints  and  wishes;  should  these  ever;  till  it  can  be  proved  that  such  a  claim  does  not  con- 
be  beneath  vour  notice,  or  stand  in  need  of  forgiveness,  stitute  the  very  essence  of  slavery  and  despotism:  till  it 
niy  sincere  wish  to  contribute  any  thing  towards  a  just,  can  be  proved  that  the  Americans  (whom  in  this  view  I 
happv  and  perpetual  connection  between  a  parent  State  can  no  longer  call  Britons)  may,  and  of  right  ought  to  be 
and  an  infant  Country,  growing  apace  to  the  most  aston-  thus  bound  ;  abhorrence  of  such  assertions  is  only  the  lan- 
ishing  importance,  must  be  my  only  apology,  rulchntm 
est  bene  fuccre  reipublica;,  scd  et  bene  diccrc  non  est  ab- 
surdum.  . 

The  question,  my  Lord,  which  now  agitates  Great  Bri- 
tain and  America,  and  in  which  your  Lordship  has  taken 
such  an  active  part,  is,  whether  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  has  a  right  to  lay  taxes  on  the  Americans,  who 
are  not  and  cannot  there  be  represented;  and  whether  the 
Parliament  has  a  right  to  hind  the  Americans  in  all  cases 
whatsoever?  Whatever  may  be  said,  or  whatever  the  good 
people  in  Great  Britain  may  believe,  this  is  the  whole 
subject  of  the  dispute.  All  the  severities  hitherto  exer- 
cised upon  the  Americans  professedly  have  no  other  view 
than  to  enforce  such  a  dependance  ;  and  nothing  less  than 
a  claim  destructive  of  all  natural  and  national  liberty  could 
possibly  have  united  all  America  in  a  general  opposition, 
or  have  aroused  them  to  join  all  like  one  man  in  their  com- 
mon defence.  Let  a  declaratory  bill  be  passed  that,  any 
law  and  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  America  is 
entitled  to  all  the  common  rights  of  mankind,  and  all  the 
blessings  of  the  British  Constitution,  that  the  sword  shall 
never  be  drawn  to  abridge,  but  to  confirm  her  birthright, 
and  the  storm  instantly  becomes  a  calm,  and  every  ^mtn-     cure  them,  nor  will  any  acts  that  condemn  to  starve  or  be 


can  thinks  himself  hap|5y  to  contribute  to  the  necessities, 
defence,  and  glory  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  utmost  of  his 
strength  and  power. 

To  bind  them  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  my  Lord,  the 
Americans  look  upon  this  as  the  language  of  despotism  in 
its  utmost  perfection.  WHiat  can,  say  they,  an  Emi)eror 
of  Morocco  pretend  more  of  his  slaves  than  to  bind  them 
in  all  cases  whatsoever?  Were  it  meant  to  make  the  Ame- 
ricans hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water;  were  it  meant 
to  oblige  them  to  make  bricks  without  straw^;  were  it  meant 
to  deprive  them  of  the  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  and  to 
establish  a  hierarchy  over  them  similar  to  that  of  the  Church 
of  Borne  in  Canada;  it  would,  say  they,  be  no  more  than     be  to  come 


guage  of  truth,  which  in  the  end  will  force  its  way,  and  rise 
superiour  to  all  the  arts  of  falsehood  and  all  the  powers  of 
opj)ression. 

Right  or  wrong,  my  Lord,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  but 
more  es))ecially  when  the  fate  of  JNations  is  concerned,  are 
words  of  infinite  moment.  Your  Lordship  doubtless  be- 
lieves that  the  weighty  alternative  must  have  very  solemn 
and  different  eiJects  here  and  hereafter ;  but  waiving  the 
right  or  wrong  of  this  vile  unhap|)y  dispute,  let  me  entreat 
your  Lordshiji's  attention  to  consider  at  what  an  infinite 
risk  the  present  measures  must  be  pursued,  even  were  it 
not  demonstrable  that  they  are  in  the  highest  degree 
wrong,  cruel,  and  oppressive. 

The  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  Continent  extending 
eigliteen  hundred  miles  in  front  on  \he  Atlanlick,nnd  per- 
mitting an  extension  in  bieadth  as  far  as  the  South  Sea, 
look  upon  the  claim  to  bind  them  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
as  unjust,  illegal,  and  detestable.  Let  us  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  they  are  grossly  mistaken — yet  an  errour  im- 
bibed by  millions,  and  in  which  they  believe  the  all  of  the 
present  and  future  generations  lies  at  stake,  may  prove  a 
very  dangerous  errour — destroying  the  Americans  will  not 


iserable,  have  any  tendency  to  persuade  them  that  these 
acts  were  made  by  their  friends.  The  people  in  England 
are  made  to  believe  that  the  Americans  want  to  separate 
from  tliem,  or  are  unwilling  to  bear  their  part  of  the  com- 
mon burden.  JNo  re])resentation  can  be  more  false;  but, 
my  Lord,  a  Nation  cannot  be  misled  always,  and  when 
once  the  good  people  of  Great  Britain  get  truer  notions 
of  the  matter,  tiiey  will  naturally  wreak  their  resentment 
on  those  by  whom  they  have  been  grossly  misinformed  or 
wretchedly  deceived. 

Review,  my  Lord,  the  efiects  of  the  present  measures  ; 
the  past  and  present  will  inform  your  Lordship  of  what  may 


a  natural  conseijuence  of  the  right  of  binding  them  (unseen, 
unheard,  unrepresented)  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

I\Iy  Lord,  the  Americans  are  no  idiots,  and  they  appear 
determined  not  to  be  slaves.  Oppression  will  make  wise 
men  mad,  but  oppressors  in  the  end  frequently  find  that 
they  were  not  wise  men  ;  there  may  be  resources,  even  in 
despair,  suflicient  to  render  any  set  of  men  strong  enough 
not  to  be  bound  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

Grievous  is  the  thought,  my  Lord,  that  a  nobleman  of 
your  Lordship's  character  should  be  so  zealous  to  make 
war,  and  to  imbrue  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  millions  of 
your  fellow-subjects  and  fellow-Christians.  Pray,  my 
Lord,  is  it  ijossible   that   those,   who   at    three   thousand 


With  an  unparalleled  patience  did  the  Boslonians  bear 
the  annihilation  of  their  trade,  the  blocking  up  of  their  har- 
bour, anrl  many  other  distresses,  till  al  Leviiigto?i  an  attack 
was  made  upon  their  lives,  and  then  they  gave  suflicient 
proof  that  their  patience  was  not  the  eflect  of  timidity,  but 
of  |)rudence,  and  an  unwillingness  to  shed  British  blood. 
This  attack  convinced  all  America  that  the  British  Rlin- 
istrv  and  Troojjs  were  athirst  after  their  blood  ;  and  the 
behaviour  of  both  parties  on  that  day,  and  in  many  little 
skirmishes  since,  must  convince  all  the  w'orld  that  in  the 
cause  of  liberty  the  Americans  are  not  afraid  to  look  Regu- 
lars in  the  face,  and  that  in  an  unjust  and  oppressive  ser- 
vice British  Troops  are  far  fiom  being  invincible. 

The  burnin''  of  the  innocent  Town  of  Charlestown.  after 


miles  distance  can   be  bound  in  all  cases,  may  be  said  to 

have  any  liberty  at  all  ?      Is  it  nothing  in  your  Lordship's  it  had  been  left  by  its  inhabitants,  is  a  piece  of  such  wanton 

eye  to  deprive  so  considerable  a  part  "of  tiie  globe  of  the  cruelty  as  will  fix  an  everlasting  disgrace  on   the  British 

p'rivilese  of  breathing  a  free  air,  or  to  subjugate  numbers  arms.      In  the  long  civil  war  in  Great  Britain,  nothing  of 

and  generations  to  sla'very  and  despotism?    Can  your  Lord-  the  kind  was  attemi)ted  by  either  party;  and  this  barbarity 

ship'think  on  these  things  without  horror,  or  hope  they  cannot  fail  being  condemned  by  all  civilized  nations, 
must  be  productive  of  any  thint;  but  detestation  and  disap-  If  at  the  battle  on  Bunker's  Hill  the  Americans  have 

pointiaeui?      Your  Lordship  believes  a  Supreme  Ruler  of  been  surprised,  superiority  has  cost  the  Regulars  dearer 
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than  the  Americans  what  is  called  their  defeat ;  one  or  two 
more  such  defeats  of  the  Americans  would  forever  put 
it  out  of  the  power  of  the  present  Regular  Army  to  gain  a 
victory. 

The  rejecting  of  the  Neiv-York  Petition  has  effectually 
silenced  all  those  who  pleaded  for,  or  hoped  any  good  from 
petitioning.  The  cannonading  of  that  Town  in  the  dead 
of  the  night,  and  without  the  least  previous  warning,  as 
it  has  shown  what  the  inhabitants  are  indiscriminately  to 
expect,  will  in  history  stand  as  a  lasting  monument  of 
such  wantonness  of  crLielty  as  IVations  not  remarkable  for 
humanity  would  be  ashamed  of. 

The  destroying  of  the  Neiv-Enghuul  Fishery  laid  all 
those  who  were  deprived  of  their  bread  and  occupation  at 
sea,  under  an  absolute  necessity  of  seeking  it  in  the  Ame- 
rican Army,  and  the  sense  of  the  injury  done  them  will 
doubtless  exert  itself  in  the  day  of  battle. 

The  endeavour  to  stir  up  Popish  Canadians  and  savage 
Lifiians  against  the  Colonists  has  been  productive  of  the 
taking  of  the  important  pass  of  Ticondcroga,  which  has 
been  effected  without  the  loss  of  a  single  life  on  eitlier 
side. 

Detaining  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  after  they  had,  in 
dependance  on  the  General's  word  of  honour,  given  up 
their  arms,  to  be  starved  and  ruined,  is  an  action  worthy 
of  the  cause,  and  can  only  be  equalled  by  the  distresses 
of  Proteslants  driven  under  the  walls  oi  hondondcrry,  at 
which  even  a.  James  relented. 

Proposals  publickly  made  by  ministerial  writers,  relative 
to  American  domesticks,  laid  the  Southern  Provinces  under 
a  necessity  of  arming  themselves ;  a  proposal  to  put  it  in 
the  power  of  domesticks  to  cut  the  throats  of  their  masters 
can  only  serve  to  cover  the  proposers  and  abetters  with 
everlasting  infamy. 

^Fhe  Americatis  have  been  called  "a  rope  of  sand:"  but 
blood  and  sand  will  make  a  firm  cementation  ;  and  enough 
American  blood  has  been  already  shed  to  cement  them 
together  into  a  thirteenfold  cord,  not  easily  to  be  broken. 

My  Lord,  the  violence  of  the  present  measures  has 
almost  instantaneously  created  a  Continental  Union,  a 
Continental  Currency,  a  Continental  Army,  and  before 
this  can  reach  your  Lordship,  they  will  be  as  equal  in 
discipline  as  they  are  superiour  in  cause  and  spirit  to  any 
Regulars.  The  most  zealous  Americans  could  not  have 
effected  in  an  age  what  the  cruelty  and  violence  of  Ad- 
ministration has  effectually  brought  to  pass  in  a  day. 

The  Regular  Army  employed  on  this  errand,  with  four 
able  Generals,  now  lies  no  better  than  besieged  within  the 
ruins  of  Charlcstown  and  Boston,  unable  to  procure  the 
necessaries  of  life,  obliged  to  import  their  bread  from  Eu- 
rope and  fuel  from  Canada,  pining  away  with  disease,  and 
affording  daily  martyrs  to  cruelty  and  arbitrary  power, 
while  every  day  adds  to  the  improbability  of  their  ever 
obtaining  those  unhappy  ends.  A  strange  situation  for  a 
British  Army ! 

Restraining  the  trade  of  the  Colonies  will  effectually 
annihilate  all  their  trade  with  Great  Britain.  The  num- 
bers that  crossed  the  Atlantick,  or  re-expoited  American 
commodities  from  Great  Britain,  the  manutacturers  that 
wrought  for  America,  or  worked  up  their  raw  materials, 
will  now  be  at  full  leisure  to  know  and  feel  whether  the 
American  trade  be  an  object  of  any  importance,  and  how 
much  the  Nation  is  obliged  to  a  Ministry  that  has  so  effect- 
ually laboured  its  destruction. 

The  present  dispute  has  made  every  ^;«c;/(Y'/i  acquaint- 
ed with  and  attentive  to  the  princi[tles  of  ihe  British  Con- 
stitution; in  this  respect,  as  well  as  in  a  strong  sense  of 
liberty,  and  the  use  of  fire-arms  almost  from  the  cradle, 
the  Americans  have  vastly  the  advantage  over  men  of  their 
rank  almost  everywhere  else.  From  the  constant  topick  of 
present  conversation,  every  child  unborn  will  be  impressed 
with  the  notion  :  it  is  slavery  to  be  bound  at  the  will  of 
another  in  all  cases  whatsoever;  every  mother's  milk  will 
convey  a  detestation  of  this  maxim.  Were  your  Lordship 
in  America,  you  might  see  little  ones  acquainted  with  the 
word  of  connnand  before  they  can  ('.'i-tinctly  speak,  and 
shouldering  the  resemblance  of  a  gi;r.  before  they  are  well 
able  to  walk. 

When  millions  of  free  people  at  o.'^a  turn  their  thoughts 
from  trade,  and  the  means  of  acquiri  i_-  wealth,  to  agricul- 
ture and  frugality,  it  must  cause  a  n;  :-t  sensible  alteration 


in  the  Slate.  My  Lord,  this  is  the  case  at  present  in  Ame- 
rica; every  new  act  of  violence  will  strengthen  and  confirm 
the  spirit  that  taught  them  the  necessity  of  being  frugal 
and  virtuous,  that  they  might  remain  free,  and  become 
invincible. 

Admit,  my  Lord,  (for  suppositions  now  become  pro- 
bable in  proportion  of  their  being  astonishing  and  vio- 
lent,) that  a  British  fleet  may  effectually  guard  every 
harbour,  river,  creek,  or  inlet,  on  the  American  coast ; 
admit,  also,  that  her  Troops  destroy  every  town,  village, 
or  hut,  along  the  sea-shore,  what  then  will  be  the  conse- 
quence? Why,  my  Lord,  it  will  be  the  destroying  the 
property  of  thousands  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  a  few  on 
this  side  of  the  water,  whom  your  Lordship  calls  your 
friends.  Perhaps  the  attempt  may  not  succeed;  but  sup- 
posing it  should,  the  Americans,  injured  beyond  a  possi- 
bility of  reparation,  and  irritated  to  the  highest  degree, 
will  retire  where  they  are  inaccessible  to  troops  and  ships; 
instead  of  trade  and  navigation,  you  will  have  a  desolate 
sea-coast;  the  trade  of  America  will  be  lost,  and  with  it 
the  sinews  of  war;  and,  my  Lord,  in  the  natural  course  of 
things,  America,  in  less  than  half  a  century,  will  contain 
more  inhabitants  than  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  that 
period,  my  Lord,  is  not  so  far  distant  to  put  the  present 
treatment  entirely  out  of  remembrance.  America  and 
Great  Britain,  joined  in  arms  together,  may  grow  con- 
fident against  the  world  besides;  hut  ]f  Britain  continue 
her  arms  a^i^aAnst  America ;  if  her  Troops  can  be  persuaded 
to  go  on  against  their  brethren  and  friends  ;  if  they  will 
destroy  the  last  asylum  of  liberty,  and  a  Country  which 
has  saved  so  many  thousands  from  starving  at  home  ;  the 
Americans  will  fight  like  men  who  have  every  thing  at 
stake  ;  the  mercenaries  with  bayonets  at  their  backs,  and 
at  the  rate  of  six  pence  a  day,  if  they  are  once  defeated, 
whence  will  they  be  re-supplied  ?  If  they  return  to  Bri- 
tain victorious,  they  will  be  fit  instruments  to  promote  that 
slavery  at  home  which  they  have  been  successful  in  fasten- 
ing (probably  for  a  very  little  while)  on  their  fellow-sub- 
jects abroad. 

In  times  of  publick  confusion,  men  of  all  parties  are  some- 
times carried  further  than  they  intended  at  first  setting  out. 
History  and  the  knowledge  of  human  nature  should  inform 
your  Lordship  how  much  it  is  against  all  sound  policy  to 
secure  or  strive  for  punctilios  at  an  infinite  risk. 

The  Americans  have  always  shown  an  affectionate  re- 
gard to  the  King,  and  they  are  truly  sensible  of  the  neces- 
sity and  advantage  of  a  perpetual  union  with  the  Parent 
State  ;  but  undeserved  severities  cannot  be  productive  of 
any  pleasing  returns.  The  Americans  firmly  believe  that 
the  claim  at  present  endeavouring  to  be  enforced  would 
render  them  mere  slaves,  and  it  is  their  general  motto, 
"  Death  or  Freedom.'"'  The  parliamentary,  or,  as  they 
say,  ministerial  claim,  is  now  written  in  letters  of  blood, 
and  that  will  be  far  from  making  it  more  acceptable  to 
American  readers. 

On  the  whole,  my  Lord,  should  this  address  be  deemed 
impertinent  and  intrusive,  I  hope  it  may  still  be  excusable, 
from  the  importance  of  the  cause  and  the  sinceiity  of  its 
motive.  In  the  event  of  the  present  dispute  I  look  upon 
all  mankind  as  interested,  and  though  not  natural  born,  His 
Majesty  has  not  another  subject  that  more  ardently  wisheth 
that  his  own  repose  and  happiness,  and  that  of  all  his  sub- 
jects, may  never  meet  with  any  interruption.  Whether 
British  Troops  shall  now  drive  liberty  from  out  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  British  Einpire,  and  bury  her  remains 
in  the  American  wilderness,  or  whether  that  wilderness 
shall  flourish  and  cheerfully  contribute  to  make  Great  Bri- 
tain the  greatest  Empire  of  the  universe,  is  the  question 
now  to  be  decided  ;  and  it  is  not  so  unimportant  but  it  may 
be  expected  He  that  is  higher  than  the  highest,  and  taketh 
up  the  isles  like  a  very  little  thing,  will  interpose  in  the 
decision.  The  whole  American  process,  my  Lord,  is  liable 
to  a  revision,  and  when  righteousness  and  judgment  to  come 
once  make  an  impression,  many  a  Felir  will  tremble. 

To  restore  peace  and  harmony,  nothing  is  necessary 
than  to  secure  to  America  the  known  blessings  of  the  Bri- 
tish Constitution.  This  may  be  done  in  a  moment,  and 
without  any  disgrace  or  risk.  Let  the  Americans  enjoy, 
as  hitherto,  the  privilege  to  give  and  grant  by  their  own 
representatives,  and  they  will  give  and  grant  liberally;  but 
their  liberty  they  will  never  part  with  but  with  their  lives. 
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Tlie  day  that  restores  llieir  liberty,  restores  every  thing  to 
their  former  channel ;  to  enforce  the  contrary  claim,  ages 
may  be  insufilcient,  and  every  day  increases  the  danger  ol 
"a  mother's  being  dashed  to  pieces  on  her  own  children." 

That  your  Lordship,  in  the  hand  of  Providence,  may 
be  a  happy  instrument  to  bring  the  present  unnatural  con- 
test to  a  speedy,  just,  and  honourable  issue;  that  you  may 
live  to  see  niucli  of  that  happiness  which  must  be  the 
result,  is  no  less  my  fervent  prayer  than  that  God  would 
blast  every  counsel  and  measure  that  may  have  a  con- 
trary tendency — that  would  supatale  Britain  and  America, 
whom  God  has  joined  together — that  would  abridge  the 
rights,  liberties,  and  happiness  of  the  Nation,  our  rightful 
Sovereign,  (whom  God  ever  preserve,)  or  any  of  his  sub- 
jects ! 

I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  humble  servant, 

J.   J.   ZUBLY. 

Rliincbeck  Precinct,  Dutchess  County,  New-York,  > 
September  .1,  1775.       ^ 

A  Return  of  the  names  of  the  persons  elected  Officers 
in  the  five  Companies  of  Militia  in  the  Precinct  of  Rhine- 
Leek,  in  Dutchess  County: 

First  Company:  Simon  Wistfall,  Captain;  Peter  West- 
fall,  First  Lieutenant ;  Wilhelmus  Smith,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant ;  Abraham  fVells,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:  f i'illiam  Radclift,  Ca])ta\n;  Abra- 
ham T.  Kipp,  First  Lieutenant ;  John  De  Witt,  Second 
Lieutenant;  Johannes  Moore,  Ensign. 

Third  Company:  Martin  Hoffman,  Captain  ;  Johannes 
Klum,  First  Lieutenant ;  Zucharias  Hoffman,  Jun.,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  John  J.  Heennanse,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company:  David  Van  Ness,  Captain  ;  Goldthop 
Martin,  First  Lieutenant ;  Frederick  Bender,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Cornelius  Elmendorph,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company:  Jacobus  Kip,  Captain  ;  Eoerardus  Bo- 
gardus.  First  Lieutenant ;  Jacob  Trcmper,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Benjamin  Van  Steenhergh,  Ensign. 

By  order  of  the  Precinct  Committee : 

EouERT  Benson,  Chairman. 


JOSEPH  KEED  TO  MAJOR  FRENCH. 

Camp  at  Cambridije,  September  3,  1775. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  General  Washington,  I  herewith 
send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  he  wrote  you  on  Thursday 
last,  per  post.  General  Gage  has  rejected,  in  very  inde- 
cent and  illiberal  terms,  a  proposition  made  to  him  some 
time  ago,  respecting  officers  who  were  prisoners,  so  that 
your  hopes  of  being  exchanged,  or  even  having  an  inter- 
view with  any  of  your  friends,  would  not  be  answered 
by  proceeding  to  this  place,  as  General  Howe  last  week 
desired  all  intercourse  between  the  two  camps  might  be  at 
an  end.  General  Gage's  treatment  of  our  officers,  even 
of  the  most  respectable  rank,  would  justify  a  severe  retalia- 
tion. They  have  perished  in  a  common  jail,  under  the 
hands  of  a  wretch  who  had  never  before  been  employed 
but  in  the  diseases  of  horses.  General  Washington's  dis- 
position will  not  allow  him  to  follow  so  unworthy  an  exam- 
ple. You  and  your  companions  will  be  treated  with  kind- 
ness, and  upon  renewing  your  parole  at  Hartford,  you  will 
have  the  saine  indulgence  as  other  gentlemen  under  the 
like  circumstances.  Captain  Webb  has  orders  to  accom- 
pany you  to  Hartford,  and  is  particularly  enjoined  to  show 
you  every  mark  of  civility  ancl  respect.  It  is  not  doubted 
but  that  you  and  the  other  gentlemen  will  make  his  duty 
easy. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Reed. 

joseph  keed  to  the  committee  of  hartford. 

Camp  at  Cambridgj,  September  3,  1775. 
Gentlemen  :  Since  I  wrote  you  last  week  respecting 
Major  French  and  his  companions,  they  have  proceeded 
within  seventeen  miles  of  this  place  ;  the  General  has  sent 
Captain  fl'ebb  to  receive  them  from  the  Philadelphia  offi- 
cer, with  orders  to  deliver  them  to  you.  Enclosed  is  a 
copy  of  their  parole  given  at  Philadelphia,  which  you  will 
observe  was  limited  to  their  coming  to  this  camp.  As  this 
may  not  now  be  deemed  binding,  it  is  the  General's  inten- 
tion they  should  renew  it  before  they  are  admitted  to  the 


same  liberty  with  the  other  prisoners  at  Hartford ;  that 
being  done,  General  Washington  requests  they  may  be 
treated  with  kindness  and  civility. 

1  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant,  J.  Reed. 

JOSEPH  reed  to  captain  wharto.v. 

Camp  at  C'ambridge,  September  3,  1775. 

Sir  :  This  will  be  delivered  you  by  Captain  Webb,  Aid- 
dc-Camp  to  General  Putnam,  who  has  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Washington  to  receive  from  you  Major  French  and 
the  other  gentlemen,  and  return  with  them  to  Hartford. 
To  this  gentleman,  therefore,  you  will  please  to  deliver 
them.  After  which,  I  am  directed  by  the  General  to  re- 
quest your  company  at  Head-Quarters,  if  convenient,  to 
dinner,  where  you  will  find  Captain  Willing  and  many 
other  gentlemen  of  your  acquaintance. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem.  Sir,  your  very  humble  ser- 
vant,    J.  Reed. 

proclamation  by  governour  trvon. 
By  his  Excellency  William  Tryon,  I^q.,  Captain-Gene- 
ral and  Governour-in-Ckief  in  and  over  the  Province 
o/New-York,  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon 
in  America,  Chancellor  and  Vice- Admiral  of  the  same: 

A  Proclamation. 
Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  stands 
])rorogued  to  the  sixth  day  of  September  instant,  I  have 
thought  fit  for  His  Majesty's  service  to  prorogue,  and  I  do, 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  His  Majesty's  Council,  further 
prorogue  the  said  General  Assembly  to  the  fourth  day  of 
October  next,  of  which  all  His  Majesty's  subjects  concerned 
therein  are  required  to  take  notice,  and  govern  themselves 
accordingly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Fort  George,  in  the 
City  o(  Neiv-York,  the  fourth  day  o(  September,  1775,  in 
the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  George 
the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  k.c. 

William  Tryon. 
By  his  Excellency's  command: 

Samuel  Bayard,  Jun.,  Deputy  Secretary. 
God  save  the  King. 

NEW-YORK   committee. 

The  Committee  met  Monday,  September  4,  1775.  Pre- 
sent :  William  Walton,  Chairman  pro  tempore,  and  thirty- 
two  Members.- 

In  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
the  4th  instant, 

Ordered,  That  Petrus  Byvanck,  Peter  T.  Curtenius, 
George  Janeivay,  and  William  Denning,  be  a  Committee 
to  purchase  all  the  spare  Arms  in  the  City,  for  the  use  of 
the  Colony.  

New- York,  September  4,  1775. 

Yesterday  our  people  seized  a  sloop  that  had  been  for 
several  days  alongside  the  Asia  man-of-war,  and  supplied 
them  with  provisions,  as  is  thought,  for  the  use  of  the  Army 
at  Boston.  After  securing  the  chests,  &ic.,  belonging  to 
the  people  on  board,  they  set  fire  to  the  sloop,  which  soon 
consumed  her.  The  men,  about  twelve  in  number,  are  all 
in  close  confinement  in  this  City.  They  belong  up  the 
North  River,  and  will  soon  undergo  an  examination  before 
our  Committee,  when  no  doubt  they  will  be  punished  ac- 
cording to  their  deserts.      

Surtblk  County,  Smithtown,  September  4,  1775. 

At  a  meeiingof  the  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
their  Ofiicers,  according  to  direction  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress and  the  Provincial  Congress,  the  following  Officers 
were  chosen,  to  wit: 

Philetus  Smith,  Captain  ;  Edmund  Smith,  Jun.,  First 
Lieutenant;  Dan  I  Tillotson,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Richard 
Smith,  Ensign  ;  under  the  inspection  of  us,  the  subscribers, 
three  of  the  Committee  of  the  said  Town. 

Daniel  Smith, 
Jacob  Mills, 
Thos.  Tredweh 
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OFFICERS  OF  LICHT-IIORSK   IN  BROOKLYN,  KINO  S    COUNTY, 
NEW-YOKK. 

At  a  meeting  of  tlic  Company  of  Liijlit-Horse  for  Brook- 
lyn, in  King's  County,  on  Friday,  the  loth  oi  September, 
1775,  at  Mr.  Adolph  llaldron's,  Iniiiioiilei-  at  Brooklyn 
P'erry,  present:  ]\'m.  Botrum,  Rem  A.  Jicmsen,  Adolph 
JValdron,  Lane  J.  Scbring.  David  7^tus,  George  Poivers, 
Samve.l  Etherington,  Jacob  Sebring,  3uu.,  Jacob  Kemper, 
John  Hicks,  John  Beade,  John  Ctiiesl,  H'illiam  Charda- 
voyne,  Robert  (iaibraith,  Joseph  Smith,  I\'icholas  ran 
Dam,  William  Everit,  Thomas  Everil,  Thomas  Hazard. 

When  after  having  chosen  Adoljih  Ilaldron  as  Chair- 
man, they  proceeded  to  the  election,  when  the  following 
gentlenieii  were  unanimously  chosen,  lo  wit: 

Adolph  JValdron,  CspVd\n  ;  Rem  A.  Remsen,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  H'illiam  Boervm,  Second  Lieutenant ;    Thos.  Eve- 
rit, Cornet;  Jacob  Stbring,  Jun.,  Quaitcrmaster. 
Adolph  Waluhon. 
Isaac  J.  Seduing,  Clerk. 

MILITIA  OFFICERS   OF    THE     FIRST    REfMMENT,  THIRD  COM- 
PANY,  SOUTHOLD,   SUFFOLK   COUNTY,   NEW-YOKK. 

A  Return  of  the  Ofliccrs  of  the  Militia  chosen  at  South- 
old,  Mr.  William  Smith  and  Thomas  Fanning,  two  of  the 
Committee  present  for  that  purpose,  and  conformable  to 
an  act  of  the  Provincial  Congress  oi  New-York,  and  were 
chosen  duly  for  the  Third  Company: 

Matthciv  Rose,  Captain  ;  Hugh  Smith,  First  Lieutenant ; 
David  Funning,  Second  Lieutenant ;  John  Smith,  Ensign. 


Thomas  Fanning,  } 


Wi 


September  4,  1775. 


Smith,     5 


Committee. 


Continental  Congress,)  will  tend  to  disturb  the  peace  of  this 
Town,  and  obstruct  our  endeavours  in  defence  of  our  liber- 
ties ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  or  family  shall  be  jjermitled 
to  reside  here,  unless  he  or  they  shall  produce  a  certificate 
from  a  Provincial  or  County  Congress,  or  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Observation  of  the  Town  or  place  from  whence 
they  removed,  certifying  that  they  are  friends  to  the  liberties 
of  these  Colonies,  and  defenders  of  the  Association  recom- 
mended by  the  Continental  Congress,  held  at  Philadelphia, 
on  the  fifth  day  of  September  last ;  and  that  this  Resolve  be 
published  in   Air.  Holt's  Journal. 

By  order  of  the  Conmiittee  : 

John  Cannon,  Chairman. 

GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO   THE    PRESIDENT    AND    COUNCIL 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  Scplombcr  4,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Colonel  Sergeant  has  applied  to  me  for 
iiis  commission  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  I  have  no 
objection  to  comply  with  his  request,  but  his  not  having 
received  one  under  the  Legislature  of  this  Province  ;  but 
as  I  do  not  mean  to  confine  myself  to  forms,  if  he  has 
been  considered  by  this  Government  as  an  officer  author- 
ized to  raise  a  Regiment,  and  would  have  received  a  com- 
mission on  the  Provincial  establishment,  and  you  will 
signify  this  to  me  for  my  government  and  security,  I  shall 
make  no  difficulty  to  grant  a  commission  to  him,  on  the 
same  terms  as  are  prescribed  to  the  other  officers. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant,  George  Washington. 

The  Honourable  James  Otis,  Esq.,  President,  &ic. 


militia  OFFICERS    OF    THE    FIRST    COMPANY  OF  BROOKH.' 
VEN.  SUFFOLK   COUNTY,   NEW-YORK. 

A  Return  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  chosen  at  Brook- 
haven,  NntlCl  Roe,  Jun.,  Richard  WoodhxtU,  and  Samuel 
Thompson,  present  for  that  purpose,  and  conformable  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Provincial  Congress: 

Samuel  Thompson,  Caplain;  Abraham  JVood hull,  F'ivst 
Lieutenant ;  Isaac  Davis,  Second  Lieutenant :  Daniel  Sat- 
terly,  Ensign.  Nathaniel  Roe, 

Richard  VVoodhull, 

.September  4,  1775.  SaMUKL  THOMPSON. 

OFFICERS   elected    IN   THE    SECOND   REGIMENT   OF   ULSTER 

county  militia. 
Ulster  County,  ss. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Province 
of  New-York,  or  in  their  absence  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  for  said  Pi-oiince,  or  their  Secretary,  greeting: 
Gentlemen  :  These  are  to  certify  that  on  Saturday,  the 
fourth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  personally  appeared  before  us,  Colonel /«7rtes 
McClaghry,  Nathan  Smith,  Esq.,  and  Samuel  Sly,  three 
of  the  Committee  for  the  Precinct  o( Nrw-liindsor,  in  the 
Second  Regiment  of  /7/s<tT  County,  the  Company  formerly 
commanded  by  the  aforesaid  James  McClaghry,  in  our 
presence,  agreeable  to  your  votes,  did  then  and  there  choose, 
by  the  majority,  William  Telford,  of  Little  Britain,  \n  the 
aforesaid  Beat,  Precinct,  and  Regiment,  for  their  Captain, 
James  Talkantcr,  of  the  aforenamed  place,  for  their  First 
[jieutenant,  and  Alexander  Betty,  as  aforesaid,  for  their 
Second  Lieutenant;  and  that  on  the  twenty-second  day  of 
July  last  past,  did  likewise  choose  .Tolin  Burnet,  in  the 
aforesaid  manner,  for  their  Ensign.  We  therefore.  Gentle- 
men, agreeable  to  your  return,  pray  that  you  will  send 
commissions  for  the  aforesaid  persons,  agreeable  to  our  re- 
turn ;  and  by  so  doing  you  will  serve  your  constituents  and 
your  very  humble  servants,  James  McClaghry, 

Nathan  Smith, 
Samuel  Sly. 
Given  under  our  hands,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

norwalk  (Connecticut)  cojlmittee. 

Committee  Chamber,  Norwalk,  September  4,  1775. 

Whereas  the  removal  of  persons  and  families  into  this 
Town,  who  are  inimical  to  the  liberties  and  constitution  of 
these  Colonies,  (as  the  same  were  delineated  by  the  late 
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extract  of  a  separate  letter  from  the  earl  of  dart- 
mouth  TO  MAJOK-GENERAL  HOWE,  DATED  WHITEHALL, 
SEPTEMBER  5,   1775. 

I  have  already,  in  my  letter  to  General  Gage  of  the  2d 
August,  which  will  have  been  left  with  you  upon  bis  return 
to  England,  pointed  out  the  different  ideas  which  had  been 
suggested,  of  the  plan  of  operations  in  North-America  next 
year,  if  the  present  unnatural  rebellion  should  continue  to 
be  supported;  but  I  did  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to  go 
further  in  that  letter  than  nakedly  to  state  the  propositions 
themselves,  and  I  carefully  avoided  appearing  to  have  any 
opinion  of  my  own  upon  questions  of  which,  both  from  the 
nature  of  them,  and  the  difficulty  of  forming  any  precise 
judgment  at  such  a  distance,  and  without  fuller  information, 
it  was  not  fit  for  me  to  decide.  But  I  ventured  to  describe, 
in  general  terms,  not  only  some  of  the  advantages  which 
would  arise  from  taking  post  al  New- York,  hut  also  the 
hazard  of  the  Army's  continuing  at  Boston  in  the  winter. 

The  intelligence  and  information  of  every  day  since  have 
shown  more  clearly  both  the  one  and  the  other;  and  the 
situation  of  tlie  Troops,  cooped  up  in  a  Town,  exposed  to 
insult  and  annoyance,  if  not  to  surprise,  froin  more  places 
than  one,  deprived  of  the  comforts  and  necessaries  of  life, 
wasting  away  by  disease  and  desertion  faster  than  we  can 
recruit,  and  no  longer  either  the  objects  of  terrour  or  cause 
of  distress  to  the  rebels,  is  truly  alarming,  and  demands  the 
most  serious  consideration  ;  and  I  am  commanded  by  the 
King  to  say,  that  if  no  alteration  for  the  better  should  have 
happened  before  this  reaches  you,  or  any  unexpected  ad- 
vantages of  carrying  on  the  war  on  the  side  ol'  Ne^v-Eng- 
land  should  have  opened  themselves,  it  seems  not  only 
advisable,  but  necessary,  to  abandon  J?os?o«  before  the  win- 
ter, to  dismantle  Castle  William,  and  having  embarked  all 
the  stores  and  artillery,  and  afforded  every  means  to  the 
well-disposed  inhabitants  of  getting  safely  away  with  their 
families  and  effects,  to  remove  with  the  Troops  either  to 
New- York,  or  some  other  place  to  the  southward,  whicii 
considerations  of  superiour  advantage,  safety,  and  conve- 
nience, shall  point  out  as  the  most  proper,  and  where  a 
squadron  of  the  King's  ships  may  not  only  lie,  but  carry  on 
operations  with  security  during  the  winter. 

The  taking  post  in  such  a  situation  as  I  have  described 
holds  out  a  prospect  of  many  advantages,  which  you  will 
better  conceive  than  I  can  suggest.  But  I  cannot  avoid 
mentioning  one,  though  1  am  persuaded  it  will  not  escape 
your  attention  ;  and  that  is,  the  opportunity  it  may  afford  of 
employing  a  part  of  your  forces,  during  the  open  part  of 
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the  wintQr,  in  some  sudden  and  unexpected  enterprise  to 
the  southward,  which,  if  it  lias  not  the  effect  to  subdue,  will 
at  least  strike  teirour  to  the  rebeihous  Colonies,  and  be  the 
probable  means  of  securing  a  supply  of  provisions  and  other 
necessaries  for  the  Army. 

Another  matter  which  I  have  touched  upon  in  my  letter 
to  General  Gage,  as  an  essential  part  of  his  consideration, 
is  the  transmission  of  the  most  exact  and  particular  stale 
of  every  thing  that  will  be  wanted  from  hence  for  carrying 
on  the  service;  and  it  being  the  King's  intention  that  you 
should  continue  in  the  command  next  year,  it  is  His  Majes- 
ty's express  direction  that  I  repeat  this  to  you,  as  a  neces- 
sary and  indispensable  object  of  timely  attention.  And  1 
am  further  commanded  to  add,  that  it  is  His  Majesty's  plea- 
sure that  you  do  ap])oint,  if  you  think  fit,  an  Adjutant- 
General  and  a  Quartermaster-General,  His  Majesty  being 
sensible  of  how  much  consequence  it  is  to  you  to  have 
such  persons  in  those  situations,  as  from  your  own  know- 
ledge and  experience  of  their  ability  you  may  safely  rely 
on  in  all  cases.  

AUDHESS   FKOM  THK   TOWN    OF   I.ANCASTKR. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  Bailiffs, 
and  Commonalty  of  the  Town  of  Lancaster,  in  Common 
Council  assembled:  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Sir 
(leorge  fVarren,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  one  of  their  Repre- 
sentatives in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Mnjcstij  : 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldcnncn, 

Bailiffs,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Town  of  Lancaster, 

in  Common  Council  assembled. 
May  it  please  your  Majesty  : 

VVe,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  Bailiffs,  and  Commonalty  of 
the  Town  of  Lancaster,  in  Common  Council  assembled, 
happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  same  privileges,  under 
various  Charters  granted  by  your  royal  predecessors, 
witli  the  first  City  of  this  Kingdom,  presume  we  have  the 
same  right  to  address  the  Throne  upon  every  just  occasion, 
and  upon  every  true  principle  of  the  Constitution,  unse- 
duced  by  bad  example,  and  uninfluenced  by  party. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  it  was  with  the 
deepest  concern  we  saw  the  first  troubles  break  out  in 
North-America,  and  most  sincerely  lamented  the  infatua- 
tion of  a  misguided  people,  hoping  they  would  soon  have 
returned  to  a  sense  of  themselves  and  tlieir'duty  ;  but  now, 
when  the  standard  of  rebellion  is  erected  in  that  Country  ; 
when  your  Majesty's  Governours  have  been  expelled  or 
overawed,  and  every  form  of  legal  Goverm.iient  subverted 
and  destroyed  ;  when  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Mother 
Country  is  derided  and  denied,  we  think  it  incumbent  ou 
us  to  declare  to  your  Majesty  and  the  world,  we  look  upon 
the  authors  and  abetters  of  tliesc  violences  with  the  utmost 
detestation  and  abhorrence. 

At  such  a  crisis,  then,  as  the  present,  when,  under  the 
sacred  name  of  liberty,  (of  late  so  vilely  prostituted  and 
abused,)  every  enormity  is  committed,  and  every  dangerous 
tenet  adopted  and  advanced ;  when  rebellion  abroad  is 
cherished  and  fomented  by  traitorous  correspondences,  as 
well  as  furnished  with  means  of  offence  from  home  ;  we 
Hatter  ourselves  there  is  not  a  man  to  be  found,  who  is 
worthy  to  be  called  a  Briton,  that  dares  to  arraign  the  wis- 
dom of  your  Majesty's  ('ouncils,  or  the  exertion  of  your 
Majesty's  execulive  i)o\vers  against  subjects  so  unnatural, 
so  ungrateful ;  but  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  this  deluded 
people,  whatever  mischiefs  they  may  bring  upon  themselves, 
we  absolutely  rely  on  your  Majesty,  that  the  indubitable 
rights  of  this  Kingdom  will  be  inviolably  preserved,  and 
that  no  measures  will  iin  taken,  in  relation  lo  America,  but 
what  are  consistent  wilh  ihc  dignity,  honour,  and  safety  of 
Great  Britain. 

Given  under  our  Innd^,  and  the  common  seal  of  the 
Town  of  Lancaster,  this  fifth  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  Hl.'j.  J  a.  Hinde,  Mayor. 

J.  F^ENTON,  Recorder. 

Althrmrn. 
W.  Butterfield.  Brtward  Suart,  Jamea  Barrow, 

Robert  Foxcrott,  Jolm  Bowes,  Thomas  Hinde. 

John  Stout, 

William  Sudpll,  John  Houaman,  James  Dparden, 

Anthony  Atkinson,      Henry  Foil,  John  Tallon, 


Oliver  Marton,  Vicar  Richard  Millerson,  George  Postlcthwaitc, 

of  Lancaster.  John  Watson,  Jjmes  CoUinson, 

Jamea  Dickson,  William  Mason,  Richard  Joliiison, 

Myles  Braithwaito,      Robert  Dodsou.  Samuel  SinijiBon, 

Thomas  Bowes,  Robert  'I'oiiilinboii,  (i.  tJrey. 

WUliam  Watson, 


HANOVER  COUNTY   (vikGINIa)  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  Hanover  County, 
September  o,  1775 : 

"  Whereas  I,  the  subscriber,  have  been  charged  with  say- 
ing many  things  injurious  to  the  American  cause,  and  in 
particular  with  declaring  that  this  Country  was  in  a  state 
of  rebellion,  and  aimed  at  a  state  of  independence,  more 
than  opposition  to  parliamentary  taxation  ;  and  whereas 
due  proof  is  made  thereof,  before  the  Committee  of  this 
County  :  now,  in  order  to  atone,  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power,  for  the  injury  that  may  possibly  have  been  done  by 
ine,  I  do  hereby  declare,  that  1  am  heartily  sorry  for  such 
my  offence  ;  and  I  do  hereby  promise,  in  future,  to  conduct 
myselt  so  as  to  give  no  just  cause  of  complaint  to  mv 
countrymen,  but  to  contribute  my  utmost  to  the  success  of 
the  measures  adopted  for  the  defence  o(  American  liberty. 
"  Thomas  Anderson." 

The  said  Thomas  Anderson,  having  signed  the  above 
concession,  is  acquitted  from  further  prosecution  ;  and  it  is 
ordered  that  the  Clerk  do  forthwith  transmit  the  same  to 
the  Printer,  to  be  published  in  the  Gazette. 

Bakti.f.tt  Anderson,  Clerk. 


EXTRACT  of  A  LETTER  DATED  HALT  [MORE,  MARYLAND, 
SEPTEMBER  3,  111'). 

This  Town  is  already,  and  I  am  afraid  the  whole  Pro- 
vince will  soon  be  in  a  state  of  anarchy  and  confusion,  in 
consequence  of  the  Committee  here  having  granted  an 
indulgence  to  Mr.  Hudson  to  take  in  a  cargo  after  the  lOtli 
of  September,  on  account  of  his  ship  having  met  with  an 
accident.  Mr.  Kelly,  now  in  this  Province,  (whose  family 
liave  been  all  attached  to  the  views  of  Administration,)  is 
at  the  bottom  of  this.  The  cargo,  which  is  a  valuable 
one,  belongs  to  him.  One  thousand  two  hundred  men  are 
ready  to  come  from  the  forest  next  week,  to  prevent  the 
ship  from  loading,  so  that  God  only  knows  how  this  matter 
will  end,  especially  if  the  Town  Companies  attempt  to  sup- 
jjort  the  act  of  the  Committee.  In  consequence  of  the 
above  indulgence,  two  or  three  others  have  applied  for  the 
same  favour,  and  have  obtained  it;  so  that  we  are  afraid 
the  credit  of  this  Province  will  be  much  injured  by  this 
violation  of  the  Association.  Mr.  Kelly  has  done  this 
place  more  injury  than  he  can  ever  repair;  for  a  defection 
in  one  place  is  too  soon  made  use  of  as  a  precedent  in 
another;  if  so,  adieu  to  the  liberties  of  America.  1  still 
hope  this  matter  will  not  operate  against  us,  but  that  Great 
liritain  is  now  sick  of  the  contest.  Out  of  compassion 
for  Mr.  Hudson,  who  must  pay  for  the  cargo  if  the  ship  i» 
not  huk'n,  the  indulgence  was  "ranted. 


PHILADELPHIA    COMMITTEE. 

Ciiiiiniittee  Cliamher,  September  .'),  1775. 

On  motion,  it  is  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
City  and  Liberties,  that  they  refrain  from  wasting  Powder, 
more  particidarly  in  shooting  game  ;  and  if  any  person  is 
found  to  conteniu  this  recommendation,  it  is  desired  that 
inllirmation  hi'  "iven  to  tiie  Conmiitlee. 


The  Committee,  taking  into  consiileration  the  price  ol 
Salt,  upon  incpiirv,  are  fiilly  satisfied  that  there  is  no  defi- 
ciency in  the  tjuantity  of  that  necessary  article  ;  they  there- 
fore recommend  it  to  the  dealers  therein,  to  take  such  a 
reasonable  price  as  may  render  it  unnecessary  for  this 
Connnittee  to  interfere  in  the  regulation  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  published  with  the  ninth 
Resolution  of  the  Congress. 


AUGUSTUS   VAN    CORTLANDT   TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF 

SAFETY.  ,        ,    ,„, 

September  5,  17/5. 

(iENTLEMEs:   Being  requested  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress to  inquire  for  some  place  of  safety  to  deposite  the 
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publick  records  in,  and  to  inform  tiie  Committee  of  Safety 
tliereof;  agreeable  to  wliicli,  Mr.  Corllandt  informs  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  that,  previous  to  the  above  request, 
lie  caused  the  publick  records  to  be  put  into  chests,  and 
secured  them  in  a  cellar  in  his  garden  made  for  that 
purpose,  of  stone  and  brick,  well  arched,  and  exceeding 
dry.  This  precaution  was  taken  against  accidents  happen- 
ing by  fire;  but  should  the  City  be  invaded  by  an  army 
from  Great  Britain,  or  any  British  troops,  he  in  such 
case  intended  to  remove  them  to  his  brother's,  at  YonJcers, 
in  the  County  of  If'estcliester. 

If  the  Committee  of  Safety  shall  judge  any  other  place 
more  secure,  Mr.  Corllandt  will  be  glad  to  be  informed 
thereof,  that  he  may  communicate  the  same  to  the  Corpo- 
ration of  this  City,  for  their  approbation. 

He  remains  their  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Augustus  Van  Cortlandt. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  the  City  o{  ^civ-York. 


COMMITTEE    OF   BliUOlCHAVEN  TO   NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 

Brooldiavcn,  September  5,  1775. 

Agreeable  to  an  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  the 
Second  Company  in  Brookhavcn,  commanded  by  Captain 
Ebenezer  Miller,  was  called  together  on  the  fifth  day  of 
September,  and  after  reading  to  them  the  directions  given 
by  the  Provincial  Congress,  proceeded  to  the  election,  and 
chose  Ebenezer  Miller  for  their  Ca[)tain,  Caleb  fVood- 
hull  First  Lieutenant,  James  Davis  Second  Lieutenant, 
Davis  Davis  Ensign. 

Certified  by  us,  members  of  the  Committee,  who  were 
present,  and  saw  them  fairly  elected  on  the  day  abovesaid, 
between  the  hours  of  three  and  six  in  the  afternoon. 


have  a  Company  within  themselves,  and  that  they  elect 
their  own  ollicers,  under  such  inspection  as  the  honourable 
Congress  in  their  wisdom  sliall  think  best ;  and  your  peti- 
tioners shall  ever  pray. 


Thomas  Helme,     ^ 

John  Woodhull,  ^-  Committee-Mcn. 

Noah  Halleck,    ) 


committee   of   AMENIA,  DUTCHESS  C0I:NTY,   NEW-YORK,  TO 
PROVINCIAL   CONGRESS. 

Agreeable  to  the  late  recommendation  of  our  Provincial 
Congress,  under  the  direction  and  inspection  of  the  Com- 
mittee o(  Amenia  Precinct,  Dutchess  County,  on  tlie  5th 
da.y  q{  September,  1775,  were  chosen  by  the  soldiers  of 
each  Company,  as  follows  : 

In  the  oldest  or  First  Company:  JVilliam  Barker,  Cap- 
tain ;  Job  Mead,  First  Lieutenant ;  Noah  Hojjkins,  Second 
Lieutenant;  Abner  Gillet,  Ensign. 

Second  Company  :  Brinton  Bainc,  Captain  ;  Samuel 
Waters,  First  Lieutenant;  Ichabod  Holmes,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;   William  Brush,  Ensign. 

Third  Company:  Joshua  Lasell,  Captain;  Colbe  Cham- 
berlain, First  Lieutenant  ;  David  Dotij,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant;  Elishn  Barlov,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company:  Bobcrt  Freeman,  Captain:  Elijah 
Sinilh,  First  Lieutenant;  Ezra  Saint  John,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant; Noah  Wheeler,  Eimgn. 

RoswELi,  Hopkins, 
Clerk  of  said  Precinct  and  of  the  Committee. 


Nicholas  Berrien, 

Hezekiah  Ward, 

Levi  Hunt, 

Isaac  Val/ntiiie, 

Tunis  (Jarrison, 

Jeremiah  Regen, 

I'etrr  Valentine, 

Is.iac  t^ant, 

James  McKay, 

.Jol.n  Stevens, 

(iilbrTt  Taylor, 

Robert  Campbell, 

Benjamin  I'nrser, 

Kobert  Gilmer, 

Eden  Hunt, 

Abrahani  Dyekman 

,  Bcnj.  Archer,  Jr., 

Isaac  Hunt, 

John  Turney, 

Daniel  Devoe,  Jr., 

James  Archer, 

Benjan.m  Valentine 

,  John  Embree,  Sen. 

,  Samuel  Embree,  Jr. 

<;eort;c  I'llpet, 

Jacob  Gent, 

John  Embree,  Jr., 

Isaac  Valentine,  Jr. 

,  Abrani  Lent, 

Thomas  Cromwell, 

Peter  Bussing,  Jr., 

Dennis  Hyer, 

G   Cromwell, 

Abraham  Wilson, 

Jacob  Valentine, 

Obadiah  Hide, 

Benj.Curser,  Jr., 

Abraham  Garrison, 

John  Cursor, 

Henilrick  Ryer, 

James  G.  Groot, 

Simon  Williams, 

John  Lint, 

Thomas  Hunt, 

John  Ryer,  Jr., 

Join,  Kyer, 

Abrani  Leggett, 

Jacob  Chappel, 

Isaac  Corser,  Jr., 

William  Leggett, 

John  Garrison, 

'i'llnis  I.rlorjTe, 

John  Leggett,  Jr., 

John  Jacobs, 

I'hihp  Hunt, 

Robert  Hunt,  Jr., 

Thomas  Dogherty, 

Stephen  Emboli, 

Cornelius  Leggett, 

John  Clark, 

Nalh'l  Lawrence, 

Mr.  Woods, 

John  De  Nog, 

Peter  Devoe, 

John  Hedger, 

John  Blizard, 

James  Swain, 

Thomas  Hedger, 

John  Walbrin, 

Nazareth  Brever, 

Stej)hcn  Edwards, 

John  Warwick, 

Edward  Harris, 

Janies  Rock, 

Thomas  Gamble, 

John  CoUard, 

George  Higby, 

Peter  Bussing, 

Cornelius  Jacobs, 

Jacob  Hunt, 

Isaac  Corser. 

SAMUEL    HIGBIE    AND 

OTHERS   TO   NEW 

-YORK   CONGRESS. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony 
of  New-York  : 
We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  inhabitants 
of  the  Township  of  Jamaica,  do  hereby  declare  that  we 
have  associated  ourselves  as  a  Company  of  Minute-Men,  for 
the  defence  of  American  liberty,  and  do  hereby  promise 
and  engage  to  be  obedient  to  our  otiicers,  and  subject  to 
the  Resolutions  and  directions  of  the  honourable  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  and  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
Colony.  And  we,  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  said  Company  have  elected  the  following 
gentlemen  for  our  commissioned  officers,  to  wit :  John 
Skidmore,  Esq.,  for  Captain  ;  Jacob  Wright,  gentleman. 
First  Lieutenant;  Nicholas  Event,  gentleman,  Second 
Lieutenant;  and  Ephraim  Marston,  gentleman,  Ensign. 
In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five. 

Samui-l  Higbie,  John  Bayles,  Nathaniel  Rhoades, 

Isaac  Bogles,  Derick  Amerman,  Daniel  Skidmore, 

Richard  .Snnth,  Hen.  Hondrickson,  Silvester  Smith, 

Crias  Rider,  Joseph  Robinson,  Andrew  Oakley, 

Walter  Smith,  William  Citra,  David  Lamb-rtson, 

Hope  Rhoades,  John  Smith,  Abr-ni  Hendnckson, 

John  Bresnor,  Benjamin  Event,  Thomas  Higbie, 

William  Ludlum,  Benj.  Thurston,  Nicholas  Smith, 

Neheniiah  Bayles,  Obadiah  Smith,  Benjamin  Smith, 

Thomas  Wiggins,  Nehemiah  Ludlam,  John  Stin, 

Richard  Rhoades,  Nathaniel  Ludlam,  John  Innis, 

Joseph  Higbie,  Samuel  Higbie,  Jesse  Wilson, 

James  Hinchraan,  Nehemiah  Everit,  Garret  Murphy, 

Nathaniel  Smith,  Daniel  Higbie,  Peter  Canilo, 

Willi.im  Thurston,  Simeon  Smith,  William  Stin, 

Daniel  Bayles,  Stephen  Rider,  Wartos  LainbsrtsOD, 

t^ornelius  Amerman,  Richard  Betts,  Robert  Butts. 

Andrew  Mills,  Aaron  Hendnckson, 


NICHOLAS   BERRIEN   AND   OTHERS   TO   NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

To  the  honourable  Provincial  Co7>gress  for  the  Province 

of  New-York  : 
The  Petition  of  the  subscribers.  Inhabitants  of  the  Manor 

of  FoRDHAM    and    West-Farms,   in    the    County    of 

Westchester,  humbly  sheweth: 

That  we  were  summoned  to  appear  at  Westchester,  in 
order  to  choose  officers,  according  to  the  Resolution  of  the 
Congress, it  having  been  represented,  as  we  understand,  that 
there  was  not  a  competent  number  of  men  in  our  District 
to  form  a  Company.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  inform, 
that  the  Manor  of  Fordham  and  the  West-Farms  have  in 
the  Militia  always  been  considered  as  a  District  by  them- 
selves, and  that  within  their  limits  there  are  upwards  of 
seventy  men  fit  to  bear  arms.  And  that  an  attendance  at 
Westchester,  upon  the  meeting  of  the  Company,  w-ill  be  at- 
tended with  great  inconvenience  to  many  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  therefore  injurious  to  the  service  intended  to  be 
advanced ;  from  which  considerations,  your  petitioners 
humbly  pray  the  honourable  Congress  will  be  pleased  to 
order  that  the  Manor  ol  Fordham  and  the  West-Farms 


LETTER  FROM  A  TORY  OFnCEKTO  MR.  CORNELL,  NEW-YORK. 

On  board  the  Transport,  New-York,  SeptemlKT  5,  1775. 

Sir:  1  suppose  you  have  tried  every  way  to  get  those 
things  finished  in  the  manner  directed,  but  have  not  been 
able,  the  communication  between  us  and  the  shore  being 
entirely  stopped.  This  is  to  put  you  in  the  way  of  doing 
it :  which  is,  to  get  every  thing  ready  by  some  time,  which 
you  will  now  appoint,  and  bring  them  from  your  house  in 
the  middle  of  day  to  the  packet,  which  sails  for  England 
in  a  few  days.  If  any  person  says  any  thing  to  you  about 
it,  you  may  tell  them  it  is  for  stores  to  go  on  board  the 
packet,  which  the  mate,  Mr.  Mitchell,  spoke  for.  When 
you  get  to  the  packet,  you  will  tell  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  mate, 
who  they  are  for:  he  will  take  care  of  them  for  me.  When 
you  bring  the  things,  bring  also  an  account  of  those  things 
you  brought  for  me.  Do  get  thetn  on  board  by  to-morrow 
noon,  as  the  packet  sails  on  Thursday.  Pray  don't  fail. 
Do  try  to  scntl  those  letters  that  were  left  at  your  house 
for  me,  by  this  or  some  other  opportunity.  I  will  be  on 
board  the  packet  to-morrow  noon,  and  will  see  you  there. 
There  will  be  no  kind  of  danger  in  carrying  ihem  on  board 
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the  packet,  as  I  will  have  tiiem  brought  on  board  the  trans- 
port in  tiie  night  from  the  packet.  Do  send  me  an  answer 
by  the  bearer" whether  you  will  or  not.  Perhaps  you  don't 
know  wiiich  is  the  packet.  She  lies  the  other  side  of  us, 
nearer  the  Nortli  River.  She  is  a  brig  that  lies  off.  You 
can't  miss  her.  Your  humble  servant. 
JMr.  Cornell. 

P.  S.   You  had  better  see  your H' — h~d,  I  mean 

Daniel,  and  desire  him  to  get  them  all  ready  to-day,  that 
you  may  bring  them  to-morrow.  If  you  think  this  wont  do, 
you  may  sail  close  by  us  with  those  things  on  board,  and 
we  will  bring  you  to,  as  we  have  done  many  already,  and 
then  you  may  tell  them  you  could  not  help  yourself.  Let 
me  know  which  you  will  do,  and  when  you  will  do  it,  that 
1  may  take  steps  accordingly. 

COVlCIlNOrR  TllUMBULL  TO   C;i;NEUAL  WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  .Septembor  5,  1775. 

Siii:  Your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  2d  instant  was 
delivered  to  me  last  night;  this  afternoon  received  Gen- 
eral Schuyler's  of  the  31st  August.  He  has  ordered  the 
lead  to  Albany,  with  directions  to  forward  it  by  the  most 
direct  route  to  your  caiTip. 

We  are  infested  by  Ministerial  ships  and  transports.  I 
gave  your  Cominissary-General  a  narrative  yesterday;  beg 
leave  to  refer  lo  him,  from  the  haste  of  this  express.  Our 
coasts  are  kept  in  continual  alarm.  Three  siiips  of  war, 
with  thirteen  other  vessels  of  divers  sorts,  were  seen  off 
Fisher's  Island,  and  in  the  Sound,  yesterday.  They  have 
gained  no  provisions  from  the  main  ;  have  heard  nothing 
from  Mnntauk,  or  any  part  of  Long-Island.  Nctv-London 
is  in  great  fears,  and  Stonington  expects  another  attack.  I 
have  ordered  the  new  levies  to  guard  and  defend  those  two 
places,  and  the  coasts  as  far  as  Connecticut  river;  there  are 
likewise  four  Companies  of  them  beyond  the  river,  for  de- 
i'cnce  in  those  parts;  this  appeals  absolutely  necessary  for 
their  security  at  present.  Hope  this  use  of  then),  till 
these  dangers  are  over,  will  neither  injure  nor  hinder  any 
of  your  operations.  Whether  these  are  the  same  ships 
your  Excellency  noticed  us  of  remains  uncertain.  Yes- 
terday ordered  the  best  Intelligence  to  he  gained,  to  render 
that  matter  more  certain. 

Lord's  day  morning,  constrained  by  the  weather,  came 
into  the  harbour  at  jScw-London,  a  schooner  taken  by  the 
Jlose,  Captain  It  allace,  at  Stonington  :  four  hands  on  board  ; 
one,  a  white  man,  sent  to  IVindham  jail  ;  the  other  three 
negroes,  two  belonging  to  Governour  Cooke,  and  one  to 
jScwport,  ordered  lo  be  returned  to  their  masters,  and  the 
schooner  to  her  owner. 

General  Schuyler's  army  is  moved  forward.  A  iv.w  il.iys 
will  determine  the  event. 

I  liaveordeied  our  Conniiissaries  in  the  several  Counties 
to  send  to  your  camp  all  the  hunting  shirts  they  can  |)rocure. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard.  Sir,  your  very  obe- 
dient and  humble  servant,  Jonathan  Tui  mulli.. 
Dis  Excellency  General  If'ashinglon. 


TM  Tin:  iNi;\BiTAN-rs  OF  :inssA<ni-sKT'rs. 

Su.lhury,  SeptrmlMir  5,  177.7. 

The  question  upon  which  the  grand  contest  between 
(•rent  Ihilain  and  America  turns,  is,  whether  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  has  a  right  to  legislate  for  the  Ame- 
rican Colonies.  The  British  Ministry  and  their  adherents 
have  taken  the  aillrmative  side  of  the  question,  and  the 
Colonists  the  negative.  The  former  have  asserted  without 
the  shadow  of  |)roof,  whilu  the  latter  have  offered  incontest- 
able arguments  to  support  their  position.  Ry  the  British 
Constitution  of  civil  Government,  (and  indeed  it  is  the 
basis  of  liberty.)  no  subject  can  be  bound  by  any  law  to 
which  he  has  not  given  his  consent,  in  person  or  by  his 
representative.  Americans  have  no  voice  in  the  laws  uKuie 
by  tlie  British  Parliament,  and  therefore  are  not  bound  by 
them.  The  British  Ministry,  finding  that  the  Americans 
could  not,  by  tlieir  and  their  tools'  sophistry,  be  persuaded 
to  believe  that  wrong  is  right,  have  sent  an  army  and  navy 
lo  force  conviction,  which  are  the  powerful  arguments  used 
by  tyrants.  Much  blood  has  been  shed,  and  more  will  he, 
unless  the  TSrilish  Parliament  give  up  their  claim  lo  li;i;is- 
late  for  America,  excepting  in  matters  that  relate  to  the 


regulation  of  trade,  which,  from  the  necessity  of  the  thing, 
not  derived  from  the  Constitution,  is  allowed.  Happy  for 
America,  that  it  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt  that  the  Bri- 
tish Troops  were  the  aggressors,  in  firing  upon  and  de- 
stroying several  of  its  worthy  inhabitants,  without  any  pro- 
vocation, unless  their  being  in  the  road  at  the  lime  such 
majesterial  fellows  were  marching  can  be  viewed  as  such. 
Happy  for  America,  that  three  or  four  hundred  of  her  sons, 
who  lived  near  to  the  scene  of  blood,  were  ins|)ired  with 
such  courage  as  to  jirompt  them  lo  oppose  eighteen  hun- 
dred butchers,  and  to  compel  them  to  retreat  to  the  place 
from  whence  they  came.  Happy  for  America,  that  such 
an  union  prevails  among  tlie  Colonies,  as  is  the  admiration 
of  the  world,  and  must  be  of  future  generations.  Under 
the  influence  of  this  union,  we  at  this  day  see  a  large 
army,  composed  of  the  worthy  yeomanry  of  this  Coun- 
try, commanded  by  men  whose  characters  are  established, 
and  bitl  defiance  to  the  attacks  of  those  who  paitake  of  a 
diabolical  spirit,  conmionly  called  tories.  In  every  enter- 
prise, success  has  attended  the  American  arms.  Perhaps 
it  may  be  thought  that  the  author  does  not  recollect  the 
battle  at  Bunker's  Hill.  It  is  fresh  in  his  mind,  and  he 
thinks  it  must  be  allowed,  that  although  the  troops  of 
Britain  obtained  the  ground,  yet  it  was  at  so  dear  a  rate 
as  to  justify  a  declaration  of  victory  upon  the  side  of  the 
Americans.  As  the  cause  is  righteous,  as  the  war  is 
strictly  defensive,  and  therefore  justifiable,  the  divine  bless- 
ing may  be  ex|)ected  lo  attend  the  future  eflbrls  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  as  ii  has  done  the  jiast. 
Much  depends,  under  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  upon  the 
continuance  of  this  union ;  and  as  every  measure  is  car- 
rying into  execution  by  the  British  Ministry  to  interrupt 
and  destroy  it,  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  every  fiiend 
of  mankind  lo  make  it  his  chief  business  to  establish  it. 
It  has  been  said,  and  with  good  authority  to  support  il, 
that  British  goods  may  be  expected  to  be  clandestinely 
carried  (if  possible)  among  the  jicople,  in  order  lo  break 
the  Non-Importation  Agreement ;  which,  if  closely  adhered 
to,  will  produce  great  distress  and  trouble  in  Britain,  such 
as  may  cost  the  lives  of  the  British  Ministry.  Let  it  be 
the  desire  and  endeavour  of  every  American  to  comply 
with  and  see  that  others  punctually  observe  the  Resolu- 
tions of  the  Continental  Congress :  and  I  doubt  not  we 
shall  have  the  happiness,  ere  long,  of  viewing  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Amirica  established  upon  a  more  sure 
basis  than  ever  yet  they  have  been,  upon  such  an  one  as 
will  remain  to  the  end  of  time.  Philo  Patp.ia. 


BV  Tin;   KINC; A   rnOCI.AMATION. 

Geokof,,  /?. 

^^'lu'^c^s  our  Parliament  stands  prorogued  to  Thursdoi/, 
the  iburteenlli  day  of  this  instant,  Siptcwiicr:  We,  with 
the  advice  of  our  Privy  Council,  do  hereby  publish  and  de- 
clare that  the  said  Parliament  shall  he  further  prorogued,  on 
the  said  fourteenth  day  of  this  instant,  .V premier,  lo  T/ii/rs- 
day,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  Octohcr  next,  and  we  have 
given  order  to  our  Clumcidlor  o(  Great  Britain  to  jirepare 
a  commission  for  ]nT)roguing  the  same  accordingly.  And 
we  do  hereby  furtlu  r  di'clare  our  royal  will  and  pleasure, 
that  the  said  Parliament  shall,  on  the  said  twenty-sixth  day 
of  October  next,  he  held  fijr  the  despatch  of  divers  weighty 
and  iiiqiorlanl  ;iffairs,  and  the  Lords  spiritual  ami  temporal, 
and  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  I>m-ges.-es,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners for  Shires  and  Hurgln,  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
are  hereby  required  lo  give  attendance  accordingly,  at  Hest- 
minstcr,  on  the  said  twenly-^ixth  day  of  October  next. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Sl..lain(s's,  the  sixth  day  o( Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  in 
the  ni'teenth  year  of  our  reiun. 

Gni,  savrihc  ATnrr. 


TO  TllK    l'HINTi:il   OF   THF    LONDON   EVENING   POST. 

.Alanclipstor,  .September  6,  1775. 
Siii:  as  a  native  of,  and  a  well-wisher  io  Manchester,  I 
feel  some  concern  that  the  Town  should  be  represented  as 
inimical  to  the  Americans,  by  means  of  an  Address  this  day 
sent  up  to  the  King.  Be  a'^surcd,  Sir,  that  this  Address 
iloes  not  give  the  true  sense  of  the  Town  in  general,  and 
that  it  may  properly  enough  be  said  to  have  been  smuggled 
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on  it.  Only  a  day's  notice  was  given  in  one  of  our  news- 
pajiers  on  Tuesday  last.  The  advertisement  was  artfully 
penned,  and  the  several  country  gentlemen,  of  tory  cha- 
racter, had  been  apprized  of  the  meeting  some  time  before  ; 
ihey  therefore  arrived  on  H'ednesJay,  the  (ill)  instant,  to 
assist  their  friends  in  deceiving  Government  and  injuring 
the  whole  community.  You  may  depend  upon  it  that  the 
Address  is  signed  by  very  few,  excepting  high  churchmen, 
and  men  of  jacobite  principles.  I  believe  one  person  who 
lias  signed  it  was  in  the  last  rebellion  ;  but  what  is  more 
discreditable  than  even  these  circumstances,  it  contains  at 
least  one  notorious  falsehood,  in  asserting  the  flourishing 
state  of  trade. 

You  may  take  my  word  for  it,  trade  is  in  a  very  languish- 
ing condition,  and  that  the  ensuing  winter  [)resents  a  most 
dismal  |)ros|)ect.  A  great  part  of  our  weavers  are  likely 
to  be  without  work,  and  many  thousands  connected  with 
them  unemployed.  It  is  probable,  also,  that  provisions  will 
be  dear  ;  add  to  these,  that  our  inannraeiiu-ing  Towns  will  be 
as  much  injured  as  ourselves;  and,  further,  that  one-half 
of  the  sailors,  those  honest  brave  fellows,  throughout  the 
kingdom,  will  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  supporting  them- 
selves and  families,  owing  to  the  number  of  shi|)s  laid  up. 
Whoever  considers  such  a  situation  of  things  must  be 
alarmed  with  the  apprehension  of  consequences.  But  as 
my  assertions  of  the  badness  of  trade  will  have  most  weight 
when  supported  by  proofs,  I  shall  set  doun  a  fewf;cts; 
Aicts  aie  siidjborn  things,  and  not  to  be  whistled  away. 

Mr.  T.  T  .  .  .  .  and  Mr.  C.  F  .  .  .  .  are  well  known 
to  be  two  of  our  most  considerable  manufacturers.  Now, 
I  affirm  that  the  first  of  these  gentlemen  has  at  pi-esent  only 
one  warper,  and  the  latter  no  more  than  two.  These  par- 
ticulars, Sir,  are  clear  proofs  of  a  reduced  trade,  as  I  doubt 
not  they  have  often  employed  half  a  dozen  warpers  each 
for  himself.  I  also  affirm  that  their  warehouses  contain  each 
an  immense  stock  of  goods,  which  they  know  not  how  to 
dispose  of.  I  write  from  knowledge.  How  these  men  came 
to  sign  the  address  is  surprising  indeed. 

Sir  Thomas  Egertoti,  one  of  our  County  members,  is  in 
niy  opinion  a  worthy  uian.  I  respect  him,  though  he  knows 
little  of  me.  How  he  came  engaged  in  this  dirty  business 
1  will  not  say.  I  would  rather  throw  over  him  the  veil  of 
charity.  It  was  indeed  observed  that  he  was  very  much 
agitated.  He  was  so  much  fluttered  that  every  one  present 
at  the  meeting  was  sorry  for  him  ;  and  his  appearance  was 
that  of  a  man  conscious  of  being  ill-employed.  I  believe 
something  in  the  form  of  a  Protest  will  be  set  about  by  the 
friends  of  liberty  and  commerce. 

I  am.  Sir,  yours,  k,c.        

ADDRESS    OF  THE   OEXTI.EMEN,   ETC.,   OF   MANfHESTEK. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Merchants,  Manu- 
facturers, and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  and  neigh- 
bourhood of  Mniichesicr*  in  the  County  Palatine  of 
Lancaslcr,  (unanimously  adopted  on  the  G\\\  of  September, 
1775,)  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Sir  Thomas  Egerton, 
Bart.,  one  of  the  Representatives  in  Parliament  for  the  said 
County,  attended  by  Mr.  Clotces,  Mr.  Birch,  Mr.  li'righl, 
]\Ir.  Houghton,  Mr.  Ford,  and  Mr.  Lever. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excc'tknt  Majcstij. 
The  humhie  Address  of  the  (loillcmcn.  Clergy,  Merchants, 
Manufnctaiers,  ami  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Toirn 
and  neighbourhood  o/'Manchesteh,  in  the  County  Pa- 
latine o/' Lancastf.r. 
31ost  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

Actuated  by  an  affectionate  and  dutiful  regard  for  yonr 
many  royal  virtues,  and  firmly  attached  to  that  constitution 
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which  secures  to  uj  the  enjoyment  of  liberties  known  only 
to  British  subjects,  we  presume,  in  the  most  loyal  and  re- 
spectful manner,  to  offer  our  tribute  of  gratitude  to  your 
Majesty,  for  the  many  blessings  we  have  enjoyed  under  the 
benign  influence  of  your  government. 

Since  your  Majesty's  accession  to  the  throne,  commerce, 
the  great  source  of  wealth,  hath  been  not  only  successfully 
encouraged,  but  firmly  established  in  this  island,  and,  under 
the  auspices  of  peace,  hath  been  carried  to  an  extent  un- 
known to  your  royal  predecessors.  Manufactures  flonrisli 
in  every  part  of  your  Majesty's  dominions, and  particularly 
in  this  Town  and  neighbourhood,  where  they  are  daily  ad- 
vancing towards  perfection,  and  where  the  lowest  of  your 
subjects  are  fully  employed,  and  are  blessed  with  the  peace- 
able enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  industry. 

Thus  happy  under  your  Majesty's  government,  we  look 
with  horrour  upon  every  attempt  to  disturb  its  tranquillily; 
and  it  is  wiih  inexpressible  concern  we  behold  the  standard 
of  rebellion  erected  in  some  of  the  American  Provinces, 
anfl  our  lellow-subjects  in\olved  in  an  uimatiu'al  war  against 
their  lawful  sovereign.  We  observe,  with  regret,  that  the 
lenity  shown  by  your  Majesty  towards  the  insurgents 
hath  been  of  no  avail,  but,  instead  of  reclaiming,  hath 
seemed  rather  to  irritate  and  urge  them  on  to  more  daring 
acts  of  violence  ;  and  as  force  is  become  necessary  to  bring 
them  to  a  sense  of  their  allegiance,  we  think  ourselves  bound 
in  duly  to  assist  your  Majesty  in  the  execution  of  the  legis- 
lative authority. 

We  are  not  intimidated  at  the  prohibition  laid  by  the 
Americans  on  the  importation  ami  exportation  of  goods  to 
and  from  the  British  dominions.  Oiu'  extensive  trade  hap- 
pily flows  in  so  many  diiierent  channels,  that  the  obstruc- 
tion of  one  can  but  little  distress,  much  less  deter  us  from 
our  duty  to  our  King  and  Country.  But  whatever  check 
our  manufactures  may  receive  by  a  necessary  war,  we  shall 
cheerfully  submit  to  a  temporary  inconvenience,  rather  than 
continue  subject  to  lawless  depredations  from  a  deluded  and 
unhappy  people,  as  we  are  fully  ])ersiuided  that  trade  with 
America  can  never  be  established,  on  its  true  basis,  until 
the  Colonies  are  reduced  to  a  [iroper  submis-ion  to  the 
Government  and  laws  of  Great  Britain. 

As  Englishmen,  we  are  led  by  inclination,  as  well  as  Im- 
pellerl  by  interest,  to  preserve  the  authority  of  the  British 
Legislature,  and  to  protect  the  dignity  and  ]n-erogative  of 
the  Crown  (as  founded  on  the  principles  of  the  Constitution) 
sacred  and  inviolate.  And  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your 
Majesty  that  we  are  ready  to  support,  with  our  lives  and 
fortunes,  such  measures  as  your  Pilajesty  shall  think  neces- 
sary for  the  punishment  ol'  rebellion  in  any  part  of  your 
dominions,  being  convinced  that  the  sword  of  justice  will 
be  directed  by  the  hand  of  mercy  towards  such  of  your 
subjects  as  have  been  deluded  by  the  artful  designs  of  a 
discontented  faction. 

Thomas  Egerton,         William  Ifnist.  Tliomas  Edge, 

I,,  veil  Harris,  William  FroJsham,      iu.iKTl  Tivy.ord, 


Aslilnn  Li'ver, 

Tliomas  lii'rrou-, 

Joseph  li.rver, 

'I'lioin  IS  Darker, 

J.  Whitaker, 

Koior  (r.Miipton 

I'.lei    lliidduM, 

Thomas  <'',:,d->vieh 

;,      Join,  lL..kev, 

.^.>hn^\■.  Ainsworth, 

William  HoiigliU.i: 

1,     "Wiliiiiiii  lierries. 

•Tines  Harrison, 

John  Eiilwell, 

Peter  .VelCeand, 

.lames  Cooke, 

Edward  ( ilea ves, 

John  Holmes, 

'i'hos.  \V,;lker,Jr., 

John  Poole,  Jr., 

h-aoiMe!  Wiight, 

John  Eceles, 

Ja'uiesClowes'   ' 

.To!.„  WrerhU 

SamuHl  Matlier, 

Joliii  Dickinson, 

.loh.i  Dn.ikwater, 

M.  Griffith,  IJ.  !)., 

Josiah  Ihreh, 

•n,o,„.is   Walke.r, 

Johnllarmar,  Jr., 

Thos.  Avnscougl- 

.loloi  'niVT. 

Edward  Wright, 

John  :vl.;s.sev, 

.lohn  K.'a-ley, 

John  Stott, 

James  Coke, 

W.lli.nl  Sandlhrd, 

George  Aekers, 

liohinsoa  Foxlev, 

Joseph  Tipping, 

James  Clrielson, 

liieharil  \V..lkei", 

Cee.l-e    .Suillh, 

Dugd.  Miinn, 

John  rie'eh-r. 

.lointlnii  rtooth. 

John  Todd, 

(■harles  Ford, 

Kieh  nil  Withington, 

James  Driirv, 

H.  iKveii,  CUrk, 

Thorn  IS  I'iuUips,  Sr. 

,  John  Bilsl.o;  row. 

Willniii  .^te:de, 

el    E  i 


ird. 


-Luiuloit,  ficjiU-mbc, 


•pre; 


Philip  Worrall,  Samiiel  Hulme,  John  Cooper, 

Jolm  Leaf,  John  Clowes,  Thomas  Priestn"r, 

J.T-nii,ili  Ainsworth,  Joshua 'I'haekeray,  .Martin  .Marshall, 

W  illiiin  Mee,  William  Smith,  William  Davis, 

Joliii  Walker,  John  Upton,  Samuel  Collier, 

Will.  Hei:inbothain,  James  Wahnsley,  J.  Dutton,  Jr., 

Janes  Mnroliv.  Samuel  Hope.  James  Diion, 


ag.Lie, 


iwell. 
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Jo.sc,>i.  H^e..c, 

H.-nrv  Uarton, 

William  .Vorris, 

P.  Bro«n, 

John'Harmar, 

Luke  Cotes, 

John  Duttoii, 

Richard  Gorton, 

John  Humphreys, 

William  W.ilkcr, 

Robert  Kenyon, 

Thomas  Whittaker, 

Jol.ri  Ridings, 

Roger  Sedgwick, 

William  Stevenson, 

Thomas  Marsden, 

Jolm  Clowes, 

John  Poole,  Sr., 

<;eorge  Tipping, 

Thomas  Battersbce, 

William  Bullock, 

Sainuul  Foxlow, 

Joseph  Clowes, 

John  H  vwood, 

J. ,1.11  Whit.', 

Adam  Oldham, 

Liwren.'e  Ganlm-r, 

J„s.Ua.„slH,lha,„,J.- 

.,  John  Darbcy, 

Folliott   PoW.ll, 

J^uii.-s  .Mitili.  II, 

J.  Cooke, 

Nathan  Cromplon, 

.S^iimil  K.iid.T, 

(ieorge  Hramall, 

Thomas  Sediloii, 

William  linm.liitt. 

John  Hooth, 

Samuel  Goodier, 

Kohtrt  K.^yimlds, 

Samu.-I  Jones, 

Joshua  Oldham, 

J.,hii  Andrew,  ;?r.. 

Thomas  Walker, 

Robert  Jebb, 

Ik-nj.  Hi.-h.udson, 

Kdmiirid  Baltersbec, 

(;eorge  Wood, 

.l.jhn  Alar.sd.-n, 

Cliarles  I.aws.m, 

Wni.Chri.stoplier, 

Sanuiul  li.nrh. 

James  Thwi^at, 

Jos..pli  R..hi.isoi,, 

William  Udvu.mi, 

John  Curri.., 

WilhamNabb, 

'l-liomas  P.'l'..xlow, 

.lohn    ll.Hl^r|,l,„l, 

ClMrl.s  ll.,vwo..,l. 

Riclianl  Wro,,, 

l;.r;:    n.'.    W    .1    r,J, 

l;       1-,:    \:m, worth. 

Janus  All..n, 

■\             i; 

1          '      .             -.       .   ImI-, 

John  Crcsucll, 

,1    |:   ■.      ' ,  ' 

i!            .1             ^''k, 

Thomas  I'lck.-rnn,', 

1  ,.  .-r  ■■■  1  liiiii   "I. 

>.    ,..:    Ili.-rU', 

Thomas  Kobinsoii, 

Jam,?,  (;le-i;. 

Jiurs  NeiM, 

John  Tarbiook, 

Jos.  Runsbothain, 

Matllirw  Townson, 

Sanimd  Hall, 

Abraham  Scott, 

H.  Ja.^kson,  Chrk, 

.Inhn  lironnip. 

Jam..s  Barlow, 

James  Wliitaker, 

William  F..xlow, 

(;,..r-e  Barton, 

Wm.  .Middlewood, 

John   Xoms, 

Kdvvard  Borron, 

John  Wilson, 

James  Wild.', 

J.,hn  F.,xley,  M.  A., 

,  Thomas  I,ow,id,.s, 

.lolin  lioltun, 

John  Roberts, 

Kdwar.l  Hall. 

John  Howard, 

John  Hill, 

Kicliard    K.  H.,11, 

Thomas  lienv.'r, 

William  Edge,  Jr., 

Georg.'  Tink.T, 

Wall.T  \\ils..n. 

K.lward  Borron,  Jr., 

Leoiiar.l  Walker, 

Ki.-har.l  Harh.w, 

J..lni  Birch, 

JohnCnmshaw, 

William  Newton, 

RichanI   l.ives,.y, 

lil.hard  Walk.-r, 

Samuel  Hall, 

Jame.sCh.ugli, 

\Villiam  Leal', 

J.uiHS  I'laut, 

W,;1mim  A>slH'ton, 

James  Taylor, 

( . . .  i  r '  -  ■  i ; , . ;  1 1 . .  1 1 , 

U.liij    \       -jr. 

John  Andrew, 

1.         ■   -■    ■ 

1        :.■.      :      :,     ,1    ,         ,v,,M, 

Jonathan  Haworth, 

>      ,  ,       K 

M    ■  ■  .  '.        ,'v. 

John  Upton, 

W    iMi  Llii     l;..,h|.,,  :i,. 

1,,"  ii.i.  Iti'/.luison, 

Isaac  Clarko, 

John  K.lwards, 

Alixandcr  Kadcliffe, 

Wm.  Nabbs,  Clerk, 

James  Bateman, 

'I'homas  Bradbury, 

Thomas  Dcane, 

Robert  (Jorton, 

John  Trpscott, 

Thomas  Starkie, 

Richard  Farrer, 

Rohcrt  Cardwell, 

John  Smith, 

Samuel  Falkm^r, 

Richard  Clowes, 

James  Cockerill, 

Jos.  Basiiett, 

James  Ashworth, 

John  Barker, 

William  Cloiigh, 

J.iseph  Harrop, 

Thomas  Hunt, 

John  lav.sev. 

Joseph  R„hv. 

Thomas  Parnn, 

William  Hamp.son, 

l.awrelie,-  Itruek, 

Jos.'ph  Siiutli, 

T.  Sv.ldall, 

Thomas  lii,,do.;k. 

Kiehard  Walker, 

.Matth.-w  North, 

Josliua  lirealrex, 

.\ii,lrew  Morewood, 

John  Ogden, 

Henry  How.r, 

John  .Viitrobu.s, 

John  T.iylor, 

Robert  Staiiirortli, 

John  Wright, 

Owen  Davis, 

Jn.  C-hipp.Mldah-, 

Thomas  Gorton, 

Samuel  Hayes, 

Thomas  Tippi.i.s 

John  Hill, 

Wade  Bagnail, 

Richard  T.iniiadiuc, 

Josepll    Low, 

Cornelius  Metcalf-, 

Francis  Mosl,.y, 

J., hi,  Beever, 

Cayh-v  Johnson, 

i;,lward  Kearsiey, 

J..hu  Smith, 

Richard  Hall, 

William  Slarkie, 

TImmas  Chesshyre, 

Benjamin  Rawson, 

Thomas  .AUirriotl, 

IVt.rCromplon, 

Thomas  Boardman. 

Joshua  Marnolt, 

Rol,  rl  Ware, 

Edniond  Holme, 

Joseph  I'lckford. 

J..siali  Kearsley, 

Matthew  Faulkner, 

Samuel  Clowes,  Jr., 

Marsh,  Reeve,  &  Co., 

,  Thomas  Hudson. 

Tliomas  Sharp, 

John  Bilhnge, 

'I'homas  Bradbury. 

Edward  Huds..n, 



rKACT  OF  A  LETTI:U  TO  A  C  ENTLKM  AN 

IN  LONDON,  DATK.D 

You  ask  a  line  of  politicks  from  nie.  Alas !  I  can  only 
.sincerely  lament  the  present  miserable  state  of  publick  af- 
fairs, and  deprecate  tlie  mischiefs  and  distractions  that  must 
arise  from  the  weak,  oppressive,  vindictive  system  of  our 
American  politicks.  The  friends  o{  American  freedom, 
liowever  respectable,  are  outnumbered  every  where,  and 
the  Ministry  seem  to  have  the  cry  in  their  favour.  Tory- 
ism prevails  in  this  part  of  tlic  country,  and  even  Jacobites 
and  non-jtnors  are  become  loyal,  and  address  the  King;  wit- 
ness the  Manchester  Address.  I  did  not  attend  this  busi- 
ness, or  (as  you  will  believe)  sign  the  coiutly  paper,  filled 
as  it  is  with  falsehoods  and  fictitious  loyalty.  The  proposed 
Association  has  been  sadly  managed  :  their  papers  dispersed 
only  amongst  the  avowed  friends  of  .Ministry  with  us,  who 
make  them  the  pretext  for  addressing.  All  the  houses  in 
Manchester,  who  have  ever  had  any  commerce  with  Ame- 
rica, refused  to  sign  the  Address,  as  impoliiick  and  iin- 
gwteful.  

Pf.YTON    1>.\N-|1I)1,I'I1   TO   (iKNr.RAr,   WASIIINCTON. 

Riehmoml,  September  6,  177.'>. 

Dk.arSiu:  1  have  it  in  command  to  transmit  to  you 
the  thanks  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  important  trust  reposed  in  you  as  one  of 
their  Delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress.    Your  appoint- 


ment to  an  office  of  so  much  consequence  to  America,  and 
incompatible  with  your  attendance  on  this  duty,  was  the 
only  reason  that  could  have  induced  them  not  to  call  you 
to  the  Convention.  Your  brother  Delegates  were  unani- 
mous in  their  acknowledgments  ;  and  you  will  believe  it 
gives  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  convey  to  you  the  senti- 
ments of  your  countrymen,  and  at  the  same  lime  to  give  you 
every  testimony  of  my  approbation  and  esteem. 

The  Convention  appointed  Patrick  Henry  Conunand- 
er-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  Observation  to  be  raised,  which 
is  to  consist  of  one  thousand  men,  to  be  divided  into  two 
Regiments.  Mr.  llilliam  //'oo^//brf/ commands  the  second. 
The  Lieutenant-Colonels  are  Christian  and  Scott.  Besides 
these,  the  Colony  being  divided  into  sixteen  Districts,  each 
District  is  to  raise  live  hundred  men,  who  are  to  be  trained, 
paid,  and  disciplined,  and  are  to  be  paid  during  the  time  of 
training  and  while  in  actual  service.  Patrick  Henry  is 
exckidedfrom  the  Congress,  theConvention  having  resolved 
that  no  ollicer  in  command  in  the  military  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congress,  Convention,  or  Committee  of  Safety. 
Mr.  Pendleton  and  Mr.  Bland  both  resigned,  and  in  their 
room  Colonel  Aelson,  Mr.  O'eorge  fVythe,  and  Colonel 
Frank  Lee,  are  appointed  Delegates  to  the  Congress. 

I  am  mtich  obliged  to  you  for  your  letters.  That  relating 
to  the  action  of  the  men  of  war  and  transports  did  not  come 
to  hand  till  the  account  had  been  in  Virginia  some  time. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  remember  me  to 
Edward,  from  whom  I  expect  to  hear  by  tlie  next  post. 

1  am  your  most  obedient  servant, 

PiATON  Randolph. 


NKW-VOUK   CO.MMITTEE. 

Wednesday,  September  6,  177.5. 

The  Committee  met.  Present:  Henry  Remsen,  C\mi- 
man,  and  thirty-five  Members. 

Information  being  received  that  Captain  Isaac  L.  Winn 
had  left  this  port,  with  a  cargo  of  Rum  and  Sugar,  supposed 
for  Boston, 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Winn  be  desired  to  return  im- 
mediately with  his  Vessel. 

Ordered,  That  William  Walton,  William  Denning, 
John  Broome,  and  Daniel  Phcnie,  be  a  Committee  to 
confer  with  Mr.  Livingston  on  the  business  he  mentioned 
to  the  Chairman,  or  any  three  of  them. 

Mr.  McAdam  produced  to  this  Committee  a  I.etter  from 
Boston,  dated  July  IS,  1775,  ordering  (by  direction  of 
Alexander  Grant,  o( London)  sundry  articles  to  be  shipped 
to  Jamaica  :  which  being  shipped  accordingly,  per  the 
Jane,  Captain  Bascomb,  were  taken  by  the  ship-of-war 
Kingfisher,  and  sent  to  Boston. 

Ordired,  That  John  Broome,  Isaac  Scars,  James  Beck- 
man,  .John  Morton,  Cornelias  P.  Low,  Francis  Bassett, 
and  Jeremiah  Piatt,  or  the  major  ])art  of  them,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  into  Mr.  McAdains  affairs,  and  report 
to  this  Committee. 

Captain  Hatvley  and  Captain  Jennings,  of  Fairfield, 
appeared  in  Committee. 

Draui^ht  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  at  Fairfield,  read 
and  apnn.vL'd  of. 


SAMl   KL  HAVARD,  JLN.,  TO   NEW-VORK   CONCRESS. 

New. York,  Secretary's  Otlice,  Septomber  (i,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  received  the  favour  of  your  letter  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  publick  records  under  m}' care,  and  am,  with  you, 
"duly  sensible  of  the  great  importance  of  them  to  the  Pro- 
vince, and  the  fatal  conseijucnces  to  private  property  which 
would  arise  from  their  destruction.  How  far  any  such  event 
mav  be  probable  at  this  time,  1  cannot  form  any  judgment; 
and  you  nuist  be  sensible.  Sir,  of  the  diflkulty  of  my  situa- 
tion, when,  if  1  should,  in  the  exercise  of  my  discretion, 
depart  from  the  line  of  my  duty,  1  might  subject  myself  to 
very  disagreeable  consequences. 

\Vhenever  the  removal  of  the  records  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, I  shall  not  fail  to  continue  my  care  of  them,  and  hope 
mv  attention  to  thi;ir  security  will  evince  my  desire  to  dis- 
charge the  trust  reposed  in  me  with  the  strictest  fidelity. 
And  with  respect  to  the  place  where  they  should  in  that 
case  be  deposited,  I  can  only  say,  that  as  it  is  out  of  my 
power  to  tell  from  what  quarter  danger  may  arise,  so  it 
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is  impossible  for  me  to  assii,m  any  place  where  they  will  be 
free  from  danger. 

I  have  not  the  least  preference  for  one  place  above 
another,  but  shall  at  all  limes  and  in  all  places  use  my 
best  endeavours  to  preserve  them  from  injury.  And  that 
nothing  on  my  jjart  may  be  wanting,  I  shall  provide  |)roper 
boxes  for  the  most  important  parts  of  the  records,  to  be 
ready  in  any  emergency. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Sajukl  Bavari),  Jin. 
To  yathanitl  IVoodhull,  Es(j. 


A  Return  of  Officers  for  Ciiari.ottf.  Ficcinct,  Dutch- 

Kss  Counly,  New-Youk,  hrj  the  Committee  of  the  said 

Precinct,  the  6th  and  1th  q/"  Sehte.mbkr,  1775. 

The  North  District,  late  iS'/ioryw/OHc'*  Company:  Henry 
Humphrey,  Captain  ;  Smith  Sutherland,  First  Lieuten- 
ant ;  Silas  German,  Second  Lieutenant ;  George  Krunk- 
hiet.  Ensign. 

The  South  District,  late  Sharpslone's  Company:  haac 
liloom,  Capliiin  ;  John  Gaseley,  iun..  First  Lieutenant; 
John  (iilliams,  Second  Lieutenant;  David  Jenis,  Ensign. 

The  West  District,  late  Tobiases  Company:  Benjamin 
De  Le  J'argne,  Captain  ;  David  Handy,  First  Lieuten- 
ant ;  IVilliam  JVoodworth,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Josepli 
Harris,  Ensign. 

The  East  District,  late  Tobias's  Company:  Jacob  To- 
lins.  Captain;  Israel  Piatt,  First  Lieutenant;  Caleb  Hyatt, 
Second  Lieutenant;  Gilbert  Warden,  Ensign. 

The  North  District,  late  D.  Southerland' s  Company: 
Ebenezer  Hnsted,  Captain  ;  Jonathan  Mead,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  James  Talmadge,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Stephen 
Adset,  Ensign. 

The  South  District,  late  D.  Southerland's  Company: 
Roger  Southerland,  Captain  ;  Josiah  Gale,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Thomas  Jencks,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Joel  Hor- 
skins,  Ensign. 

South  District,  late  Stoufenbergh's  Com]iany:  fViUiam 
Gay,  Captain;  Joseph  Hagaman,  First  Lieutenant;  Fran- 
cis Leroy,  Second  Lieutenant;  Paul  T'ananden,  Ensign. 

Middle  District,  late  Stoutenbergh's  Company:  Isaac 
Conklin,  Captain  ;  Peter  Shults,  First  Lieutenant;  Josiah 
Burton,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Ebenezer  Mott,  Ensign. 

North  District,  late  Stoutenbergh's  Company:  Peter 
Stoutenbergh.  Captain  ;  Elijah  Harrick,  First  Lieuten- 
ant ;  Hugh  li'ilde.  Second  Lieutenant ;  Joseph  Hamble- 
(on.  Ensign. 

By  order  of  the  Committee,  September  14,  1775  : 

John  Barnes,  Chairman. 


RETURN   of   militia    OFFICERS   IN   THE    MOST   WESTWARDI.Y 
DISTRICT   OF   NEW-MARI,B0R0UGH. 

A  List  of  the  Oflicers  chosen  in  a  Company  of  Foot  in 
y'eu'-lMarlborough,  in  Ulster  County,  }\ew-York,  agree- 
able to  the  direction  of  the  Congress: 

Bordawine  Tarpenny,  Captain  ;  IVilliam  Martin,  F'irst 
Lieutenant ;  Uriah  Drake,  Second  Lieutenant ;  John  Ev- 
erit,  Ensign. 

Witness  my  hand,  September  6,  1775: 

Benjamin  Cari'entei;,  Chairman. 
To  Colonel  Jonathan  Hasbrouck. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOITR  COOKE. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  6.  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favours  of  the  ;30th  August  and  2d  instant 
are  duly  received.  The  concurrence  of  the  Committee  in 
the  Bermuda  voyage  is  very  agreeable,  and  1  hope  will 
prove  a  happy  earnest  of  its  success.  Enclosed  is  a  letter 
to  the  inhabitants  of  that  island,  of  the  tenour  you  have  sug- 
gested, but  I  shall  depend  upon  Captain  IVhipple's  not 
making  use  of  it  except  in  case  of  real  necessity. 

I  am  to  acknowledge  your  kind  assistance  to  Captain 
Baylor,  in  his  late  errand,  and  must  desire  you 'to  make 
known  to  Messrs.  Clarke  Sf  Nightingale  that  I  am  very 
sensible  of  the  patriotick  and  disinterested  part  they  have 
acted  on  this  occasion. 

As  the  Congress  will  depend  upon  a  supply  of  tow  cloth 
from  your  Colony,  unless  they  are  apprized  to  the  con- 


trary, I  apprehend  it  will  be  proper,  through  your  Dele- 
gates, to  acquaint  them  of  the  state  in  which  you  have  found 
that  article,  in  order  to  guard  against  a  disappointment. 

The  removal  of  the  stock  from  the  coast  and  islands 
will,  1  hope,  have  its  efl'ect  in  sending  the  ministerial  plun- 
derers empty  home.  We  have  yet  no  accounts  of  the  last 
fleet,  except  six,  who  returned  irom  Louisburgh  with  coal 
a  few  days  ago. 

I  need  not  mention  to  you  the  vast  importance  of  gain- 
ing intelligence  of  the  enemy's  motions  and  designs  as  early 
as  possible.  The  great  saving  to  the  Continent,  both  of 
blood  and  money,  a  detection  of  our  secret  and  most  dan- 
gerous enemies,  with  innumerable  other  advantages,  would 
result  from  the  interception  of  their  correspondence  at  this 
juncture.  1  have,  therefore,  thought  proper  to  propose  to 
you  the  seizing  the  mail  by  the  next  packet.  She  is  hourly 
expected  from  England;  her  force  of  men  and  guns  incon- 
siderable; none  but  swivels,  and  only  manned  with  eighteen 
men.  if  the  vessel  proposed  to  go  to  Bermuda  should 
cruise  for  a  few  days  off  Sandy-Hook,  I  have  no  doubt  she 
would  fall  in  with  her.  In  wliich  case  she  might,  with 
little  or  no  delay,  land  the  mail,  in  order  to  be  forwarded 
to  me,  and  proceed  on  the  voyage.  But  if  there  are  any 
material  objections  to  this  mode,  1  am  still  so  anxious  upon 
the  subject  that  I  would  have  it  tried  with  another  vessel, 
at  the  Continental  expense;  and  will,  for  that  end,  direct 
that  any  charge  which  may  accrue  in  this  service  shall  be 
])ai(l  by  the  Paymaster  here,  upon  being  duly  liquidated. 
It  will  be  necessary  that  some  person  well  acquainted  with 
ihe  packets  should  be  on  board  our  vessel,  or  the  stopping 
inward  bound  vessels  indiscriminately  will  give  the  alarm, 
and  she  may  be  apprized  of  her  danger.  The  choice  of  a 
proper  officer,  with  the  care  of  providing  a  suitable  vessel, 
&.C.,  I  must  leave  to  you.  Should  it  meet  with  the  de- 
sired success,  there  can  be  nn  doubt  the  honourable  Con- 
tinental Congress  will  distinguish  and  reward  the  officers 
and  men  who  shall  have  done  so  essential  a  setvice.  Nor 
shall  I  fail  in  making  known  to  them  how  much  the  pub- 
lick  service  is  indebted  to  you  for  your  zeal  and  activity 
on  all  occasions.      1  am,  Sir,  fee. 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Hon.  Nicholas  Cooke,  Esii.,  Deputy-Govcrnour 

of  Rhndc-hland,  rrocidcncr. 


Camp  at  Cambridge,  three  miles  from  BoKlon,  f 
September  b,  177.'>.       s 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Island  o/ Bermuda  : 

(iuNTLEMEN:  In  tlic  givut  coullict  whicli  agitates  this 
Continent,  I  cannot  doubt  but  the  asserters  of  freedom  and 
the  rights  of  the  Constitution  are  possessed  of  your  most 
favourable  regards  and  wishes  for  success.  As  the  de- 
scendants of  freemen,  and  heirs  with  us  of  the  same  glorious 
inheritance,  we  flatter  ourselves  that,  though  divided  by  our 
situation,  we  are  firmly  united  in  sentiment.  The  cause  of 
virtue  and  liberty  is  confined  to  no  Continent  or  climate  ; 
it  comprehends  within  its  capacious  limits  the  w'ise  and 
good,  liouever  dispersed  and  separated  in  space  or  dis- 
tance. You  need  not  be  informed  that  the  violence  and 
rapacity  of  a  tyrannick  Ministry  have  forced  the  citizens  of 
America,  your  brother  Colonists,  into  arms.  We  equally 
detest  and  lament  the  prevalence  of  those  counsels  which 
have  led  to  the  effusion  of  so  much  human  blood,  and  left 
us  no  alternative  but  a  civil  war  or  a  base  submission.  The 
wise  Disposer  of  all  events  has  hitherto  smiled  upon  our 
virtuous  efforts.  Those  mercenary  Troops,  a  few  of  whom 
lately  boasted  of  subjugating  this  vast  Continent,  have  been 
checked  in  their  earliest  ravages,  and  are  now  actually  en- 
circled in  a  small  space,  their  arms  disgraced,  and  suffering 
all  the  calamities  of  a  siege.  The  virtue,  spirit,  and  union 
of  the  Provinces  leave  them  nothing  to  fear  but  the  want 
of  ammunition.  The  applications  of  our  enemies  to  foreign 
States,  and  their  vigilance  upon  our  coasts,  are  the  only 
etrorts  they  have  made  against  us  with  success.  Under 
these  circumstances  and  with  these  sentiments  we  have 
turned  our  eyes  to  you,  gentlemen,  for  relief.  We  are 
informed  there  is  a  very  large  magazine  in  your  island, 
under  a  very  feeble  guard.  We  would  not  wish  to  involve 
you  in  an  opposition  in  which,  from  your  situation,  we 
should  be  unable  to  support  you.  We  know  not,  there- 
lore,  to  what  extent  to  solicit  your  assistance  in  availiiu- 
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ourselves  of  this  supply;  but  if  your  favour  and  friendship 
to  North-Americn  and  its  liberties  have  not  been  misre- 
presented, I  persuade  myself  you  may,  consistent  with  your 
own  safety,  promote  and  further  this  scheme,  so  as  to  give 
it  the  fairest  prospect  of  success.  Be  assured  tliat  in  this 
case  the  whole  power  and  exertion  of  my  inHuence  will 
be  made  with  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  that 
your  island  may  not  only  be  supplied  with  jirovisions, 
but  experience  every  other  mark  of  afl'ection  and  liiend- 
ship  which  the  grateful  citizens  of  a  free  Country  can 
bestow  on  its  brethren  and  benefactors. 

I  am,  See.  Georgk  Washinoion. 


JEDEDIAH   lllNTINfiTON   TO   HOVEUNOUU  TRUMUULL. 

Ciinip  in  Uoxbury,  September  G,  1775. 

Honoured  Siu  :  I  have  your  esteemed  favour  of  the 
4th  Stptemher;  observe  that  j)iovision  is  made  fur  Mrs. 
Dyer.  I  this  day  hear  of  the  death  of  my  First  Lieuten- 
ant. I  strongly  recommend  my  Second  Lieutenant,  Mr. 
Jonathan  Brewster,  to  succeed.  He  is  an  officer  1  set 
as  much  by  as  any  one  in  the  Regiment,  although  there 
are  so  many  worthy  men  among  the  number. 

A  secret  expedition  is  on  foot,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Arnold:  a  draught  is  to  be  made  of  about  eleven 
hundred.  Colonel  Enos,  Majur  Meigs,  Major  Bigtlow, 
Captain  Flanchet,  and  Dr.  Turner,  are  of  the  party.  I 
call  it  a  secret  expedition,  but  it  is  become,  like  many 
others,  known  to  every  body.  The  design  is  against  (^iie- 
beck,  hy  the  way  of  Keunebeck  River.  Should  Dr.  Tur- 
ner go,  I  shall  be  left  without  any  Surgeon  but  Dr.  Holmes. 
Dr.  Waldo,  of  Pomfret,  is  discharged  and  gone  home,  on 
account  of  his  ill  state  of  health.  Dr.  Waldo,  of  Coven- 
try, has  been  here  some  time,  at  my  desire,  administering 
to  the  sick ;  his  assistance  has  been  much  needed,  and  will 
be  more  so  when  Turner  is  gone.  Waldo  will  expect 
something  to  depend  upon  the  pecuniary  score,  if  he  con- 
tinues any  longer.  We  are  this  night  making  approaches 
towards  our  enemies  on  the  Neck;  expect  they  will  show 
their  resentment. 

Thursday  morn. — Three  separate  intrenfhments  were 
thrown  up  last  night,  which  will  cover  our  out-sentries 
and  advanced  right  parties;  no  opposition  made.  Nothing 
further  to  detain  you. 

I  remain,  with  suitable  regards  to  all,  your  dutiful  and 
affectionate  son,  Jedediah  Hlntingtun. 

To  Govuinour  Trumhall. 


E.linbnrfih,  .Scptenibnr  7,  177r). 

We  are  well  informed  that  the  Right  Honourable  7Jt?(r)/ 
Dundas,  Escp.  Lord-Advocate  for  Scotland,  had,  last  week, 
a  meeting  with  the  honourable  Board  of  Customs,  concern- 
ing the  impropriety  of  vessels  being  cleared  from  any  port 
o(  Scotland  with  emigrants  (or  America,  a\n\  pro])osed  tliat 
orders  should  be  issued  by  the  Board  to  all  the  inferiourCus- 
tom-Houses,  enjoining  them  to  grant  no  clearances  to  any 
ship  for  America,  which  had  more  than  the  common  com- 
plement of  hands  on  board  ;  and  that  this  was  immediately 
complied  with,  and  orders  issued  to  all  the  sea-ports  ac- 
cordingly; a  most  salutary  measure,  and  which  may  prevent 
the  destruction  of  a  luiiuhir  of  ihuu-htkss  and  ill-iiifcirmud 
people.  

JAMES   CITV    Cor.NTV    (vIKCIMa)    I'D^iM  ITTEE. 

At  a  Conimillee  held  {'ar. tames  City  Cduniy,  on  Thurs- 
day, the  7th  of  Scptemher,  1775  : 

Several  reports  having  prevailed  in  lliisCountv  ihat  Mr. 
William  Holt,  Meichaul  at  yorfolk,  had  snppli.Mi  the  .Men- 
of-War,  now  in  the  Uarhour,  with  (luamilies  of  liread  and 
Flour  from  his  Mill  in  this  County,  and  that  the  inhabitants 
were  thereby  made  unea'^y,  Mr.  Holt  appealed  before  the 
Committee,  and  informed  them  that  he  hath  for  several 
years  contracted  to  furnish  the  Men-of-War  with  supplies  of 
Bread  and  Flour  for  immediate  use,  and  that  he  hath  not 
increased  the  usual  quantity,  considering  the  addition  of 
vessels  ;  that  he  consulted  the  Committee  of  JSorfolk  re- 
specting the  conduct  he  should  observe  upon  the  occasion, 
and  that  he  has  done  nothing  of  the  sort  without  their  appro- 
bation. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  Mr. 


William  Holt  hath  not  transgressed  any  rule  of  the  Genera! 
Association,  nor  done  any  thing  in  the  least  hianie-worthy; 
but,  inasmuch  as  the  exports  from  this  continent  will,  in  a 
few  days,  be  shut  up,  this  Committee  yive  it  as  their  opinion 
that  Mr.  Holt  ought  not,  in  future,  to  su|)ply  any  Men-of- 
War  with  Bread  or  Flour;  and  it  is  recommended  to  him, 
and  all  otherowners  or  proprietors  of  Mills  and  Bakehouses, 
not  to  manufacture  any  lar'^er  quantities  of  Wheat  or  Indian 
Corn,  either  into  Flour,  Meal,  or  Bread,  than  may  be  neces- 
sary fur  the  internal  consumption  of  this  Colony. 

Ben.  Carter  Waller,  Clerk. 

CHARLES    PETTIT  TO   LORD   STIRLING. 

Pjrtb-Ainbciy,  Scpli-nibcr  7,  177'i. 

I\L-  Lord:  His  Excellency  having  this  day  laid  before 
the  Council  some  matters  of  great  consequence  to  the  pub- 
lick,  the  Members  present  have  thought  it  expedient,  and 
therefore  have  advised  his  Excellenc\  to  postpone  the  de- 
tei  niination  of  the  Board  upon  them  till  there  shall  be  a  more 
full  meeting.  His  t^xcellency  has  therefore  appointed  that 
a  Council  be  held  in  this  City  on  Tuesday,  \\\e  15th  of  the 
jiresent  month,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  at  which  it  is 
expected  that  every  Member  of  the  Board  will  attend.  I 
have  it  [further]  in  command  from  his  Excellency  in  Council 
to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  it  is  a  matter  of  publick  report 
that  you  have  accepted  a  commission  from  the  Provincial 
Congress  o(  A ew- Jersey,  appointing  you  Colonel  of  a  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Somerset,  and  his  Excel- 
lency requires  an  answer  from  your  Lordship,  whether  you 
have  or  have  not  accepted  such  commission. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  Chas.  Pettit. 

Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Stirling. 

LORD   STIRLING  TO  COVERNOUU  FRANKLIN. 

B.iskinridgT?,  .September  14,  177'>. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pettit,  dated  the 
7ili  inst.,  informing  me  that  your  Excellency  has  appointed 
a  Council  to  be  held  al  Amljoy  on  Friday,  ihe  loth  inst., 
and  that  my  attendance  is  expected.  The  gout,  which  at 
present  is  my  constant  companion,  will  render  it  impossible 
for  me  to  go  from  home  at  that  time,  and  therefore  I  hope 
your  Excellency  will  be  able  to  dispense  with  my  attend- 
ance. In  the  same  letter  Mr.  Pettit  informs  me  that  "  he 
has  it  in  command  from  your  Excellency  to  acquaint  me 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  publick  report  that  1  have  accepted  a 
commission  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  \ew-Jersei/, 
appointing  me  a  Colonel  of  a  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the 
County  of  Somerset,  and  that  your  Excellency  requires  an 
answer  from  me,  whether  I  have  or  have  not  accepted  such 
a  commission."  I  must  acknowledge,  Sir,  that  the  style 
and  manner  in  which  this  inquiry  is  made  a  good  deal  sur- 
prises me,  especially  as  I  have  ever  been  used  to  experience 
from  your  Excellency  a  behaviour  becoming  a  gentleman  in 
your  exalted  station.  That  you  could  think  of  commanding 
your  Clerk  to  correspond  with  me  on  so  delicate  a  subject, 
or  to  catechise  me  in  so  peremptory  a  manner,  equally 
astonishes  me  ;  however,  I  will  indulge  your  Excellency's 
curiosity.  1  have  lately  been  informed  that  the  good  peo- 
ple of  this  country  have  unanimously  chosen  me  a  Colonel 
of  a  Regiment  of  Militia;  that  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
this  Pro\ince  have  approved  of  the  choice  of  the  people, 
and  have  issued  a  commission  accordingly,  which  1  have 
rircived.  This  mark  of  confidence  the  people  among 
whom  I  reside  repose  in  me,  is  one  of  the  most  satis- 
I'aelory,  and.  1  think,  honourable  events  that  1  have  ever 
ex|ierieiicc;d.  At  a  time  when  their  dearest  rights  are  in- 
vaded, to  call  me  Ibrlh  to  take  so  important  a  part  in  their 
defence,  cannot  but  rouse  the  most  grateful  feelings  of  a 
man  who  ever  has  been  a  friend  to  the  liberties  of  man- 
kind. Accepting  this  commission,  and  in  serving  my  Coun- 
try faithfully,  I  cannot  doubt  of  having  your  Excellency's 
highest  a|q)rohation,  especially  when  1  recollect  your  fre- 
(juent  publick  as  well  as  private  declarations,  that  the  rights 
of  the  people  and  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  were 
equally  dear  to  you,  and  equally  your  duty,  as  well  as  incli- 
nation, to  preserve. 

I  am  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
„    ^     '  T-.      ,  ,•  Stirling. 

1 0  Oovernour  t  rankhn. 
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GOVEKNOUR   FRANKLIN   TO   LOUD    STIRLING. 

P.Tth-Aiiiboy,  SeplunibcT  15,  1775. 

My  Lord  :  I  liave  just  received  yours  of  yesterday.  I 
am  sorry  to  find  that  you  are  ]jrevented,  by  tlie  gout,  from 
attending  your  duty  in  Council.  It  likewise  gives  me  con- 
rern  that  you  should  conceive  you  had  been  treated  wiili 
any  indelicacy  or  impropriety  in  the  request  signified  to  you 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Fcttit.  You  well  know  that  he  is  no 
Clerk  of  mine,  that  he  is  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  that  the 
letters  he  writes  by  my  orders,  or  by  order  of  the  Council, 
are  always  on  matters  of  publick  concern,  or  respecting  the 
proper  business  of  Government  and  Council.  In  the  in- 
stance in  question,  though  he  may  have  mentioned  it  only 
as  by  my  orders,  yet  the  letter  was  wrote  in  pursuance  of 
the  advice  of  the  Council,  who  were  then  sitting  at  Am- 
boy.  He  might,  it  is  true,  and  perhaps  with  more  pro- 
priety, have  sent  you  a  copy  of  the  minutes.  He  probably 
would  have  done  it,  could  he  have  supposed  that  there  was 
any  danger  that  a  man  of  your  Lordship's  understanding 
would  consider  such  a  letter  from  bim  as  a  private  applica- 
tion from  me,  to  be  giatified  in  a  mere  luatler  of  private 
curiosity.  The  application  took  its  rise  in  this  manner. 
The  Council  being  of  opinion  the  matters  I  had  recom- 
mended to  their  consideration  were  of  such  importance  that 
a  general  meeting  of  all  the  Members  ought  to  be  called  on 
the  occasion,  I  tliought  it  proper  to  mention  to  them  that  it 
was  publickly  repoited,  and  generally  believed,  that  your 
Lordship  had  accepted  a  Colonel's  commission  from  the 
Provincial  Congress,  and  I  desired  to  know  of  them  if  they 
could  inform  me  wliether  the  report  was  ti'ue  or  not.  Tliey 
all  acknowledged  that  they  had  heard  the  leport,  and  be- 
lieved it  to  be  well  founded,  but  unanimously  advised  me 
to  order  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  to  write  to  you  respecting 
it,  at  the  same  time  that  he  sent  you  the  summons  to  attend 
the  general  meeting.  You  might  have  had  some  reason 
to  complain  against  the  Board,  had  they  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  matter  on  no  other  ground  than  publick  re))ort  or 
general  belief.  You  would  likewise  have  had  some  cause 
for  your  astonishment,  had  the  affair  been  of  a  private  na- 
ture, respecting  only  your  Lordship's  private  conduct,  and  I 
had  directed  a  publick  officer  to  catechise  you  thereon  in  the 
peremptory  manner  you  represent.  This  would  not  have 
been  consistent  with  the  becoming  behaviour  you  acknow- 
ledge I  have  always  treated  you  with,  nor  with  that  friend- 
ship and  regard  I  have  constantly  professed  and  shown  for 
your  Lordship,  during  a  long  acquaintance.  Your  Lord- 
ship's answer,  to  the  question  proposed  to  you,  I  sliall  lay 
before  the  Council  tliis  evening.  Whether  or  not  your  con- 
duct, in  accepting  tlie  commission,  has  my  apjirobation,  can, 
I  think,  appear  but  of  little  consequence  to  your  Lordship, 
as  you  intimate  that  it  has  met  with  the  approbation  of  your 
own  conscience,  and  as  you  never  thought  proper  to  con- 
sult me,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  before  you  took  so 
extraordinary  a  step.  It  is  true,  as  you  say,  I  have  re- 
peatedly declared,  publickly  and  privately,  "  that  the  right 
of  the  people  and  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  were 
equally  dear  to  me,  and  e(jually  my  duly  and  inclination  to 
preserve,"  nor  can  any  motive  be  sufficient  to  induce  me 
to  sacrifice  one  at  the  shrine  of  the  other.  Your  Lordship 
will  not,  however,  jiretend  to  say  that  it  is  not  the  sole  \n-e- 
rogative  of  the  Crown  to  grant  military  commissions  in  the 
Province,  or  that  it  is  not  your  as  well  as  my  duty  to  pre- 
vent any  infringements  of  that  prerogative,  as  far  as  may  be 
in  our  power,  and  to  signify  your  disapprobation  of  such 
infringements  whenever  it  may  be  necessary.  Cases  may 
possibly  happen,  wherein  some  men  may  think  it  their  duty 
so  far  to  fly  in  the  free  of  prerogative  as  to  accept  of  com- 
missions from  a  power  set  up  in  opposition  to  it;  but  I  have 
not  yet  met  with  any  person,  who  makes  the  least  preten- 
sions to  honour  or  honesty,  but  what  readily  allows  that  a 
man  cannot  act  consistently  with  either,  unless  he  previously 
resigns  any  commission  or  trust  which  he  holds  by  virtue 
of  that  prerogative  he  has  determined  to  act  in  defiance  of. 
This  has  been  the  conduct  of  not  only  such  men  as  Gene- 
ral Lee,  but  of  many  of  the  inferiour  officers  of  militia  in 
this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies.  It  was  this  considera- 
tion, and  an  unwillingness  to  entertain  any  idea  the  least 
derogatory  to  your  Lordship's  honour,  which  induced  me  to 
suspend  my  belief  of  the  report  you  have  now  thought 
proper  to  authenticate. 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  m. 


I  am,  my  Lord,  )our  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  Wm.  Franklin. 

Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Stirling. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  Mr.  Pettit  has  shown  me 
a  copy  of  the  letter  he  wrote  to  your  Lordship,  which  he 
remembers  comparing  with  the  one  sent.  I  have  compared 
it  with  your  quotation,  and  find  it  to  be  materially  different. 
There  was  a  time,  my  Lord,  when  great  would  have  been 
my  surprise  and  astonishment  at  such  a  discovery.  After 
informing  your  Lordship  that  the  Council  had  advised  the 
calling  a  full  meeting,  and  requiring  your  attendance,  he 
adds,  "  I  have  it  further  in  command  from  his  Excellency 
in  Council  to  acquaint  you,"  &c.  Had  you  left  the  words 
"  further,"  and  "  in  Council,"  stand  in  your  quotation,  there 
would  not  have  appeared  even  a  colourable  pretence  for 
your  considering  it  in  any  other  light  than  as  an  official  let- 
ter, nor  the  least  excuse  for  the  style  and  manner  of  your 
Lordship's  letter  to  an  old  friend,  who  had  on  many  occa- 
sions shown  he  was  happy  in  an  opportunity  of  obliging 
you,  and  in  thinking  you  possessed  an  equal  regard  for  him. 
But  it  seems  that  "the  most  grateful  feelings  of  a  man" 
happened  to  be  "  roused  "  in  your  Lordship,  and  you  were 
of  course  anxious  to  convince  "  the  good  people  of  the 
country"  that  their  "  confidence  "  in  you  was  not  misplaced. 
Some  proofs  of  this,  too,  1  will  allow  to  be  the  most  neces- 
sary, as  your  Lordship's  "  frequent  publick  as  well  as  pri- 
vate declarations,"  that  a  man  ought  to  be  damned  who 
would  take  up  arms  against  his  Sovereign  on  tlie  present 
occasion,  might  happen  to  be  recollected.  But,  my  Lord, 
was  there  no  other  means  now  left  in  your  power,  which 
might  have  a  chance  of  effecting  your  desired  pur))Ose,  but 
disrespectful  treatment  of  a  Governour?  Though  the  pre- 
sent crisis  might  promise  success  to  such  an  expedient,  was 
there  no  danger  that  your  mutilation  of  Mr.  Pettit's  letter 
might  be  discovered,  and  consequently  that  all  good  people 
would  consider  such  conduct  as  an  instance  of  conteiDptible 
meanness  and  dishonesty,  although  your  Lordship  might 
•'  think  it  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  and  honourable  events 
of  your  life  ':" 

LORD   STIRLING   TO   GOVERNOUR   FRANKLIN. 

Bjskinridge,  September  25,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  15th  of  this  month 
was  delivered  to  me  last  Saturday  afternoon.  At  the  time 
I  wrote  you  my  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  I  did  not  know 
that  Mr.  f  e/r/r  was  either  Secretary  or  Clerk  of  the  Coun- 
cil for  this  Province,  for  it  was  a  matter  of  publick  report, 
some  months  since,  that  he  was  displaced  from  every  office 
he  held  under  the  Crown,  and  1  have  some  other  authority 
to  believe  that  the  report  was  true.  I  had  therefore  great 
reason  to  believe  he  wrote  me  the  letter  of  the  7th  as  your 
private  Secretary  or  Clerk,  especially  as  he  did  not  sign  that 
letter  with  the  additions  of  his  office,  which  he  generally 
did  when  he  wrote  officially.  1  shall  not  at  present  say 
any  thing  further  in  answer  to  your  Excellency's  letter,  as 
it  would  probably  involve  us  in  a  long  epistolary  dispute, 
upon  a  subject  which  is  already  sufficiently  understood  by 
the  generality  of  mankind.  I  cannot  so  easily  pass  over 
the  postscript  you  have,  on  a  sight  of  a  copy  of  Mr.  Pettit's 
letter  of  the  7th  instant,  been  pleased  to  add  to  your  letter. 
The  sight  of  this  copy  of  Mr.  Pettit's  letter  seems  to  liave 
had  a  very  strange  effect.  "Surprise,  astonishment,  mu- 
tilation, contemptible  meanness,  and  dishonesty,"  are  all 
jumbled  together  in  a  most  violent  agitation  ;  and  for  what  ? 
Because,  as  you  say,  I  have  committed  the  heinous  sin  of 
leaving  out  the  words  further  and  in  Council,  in  quoting 
Mr.  Pettit's  letter.  Let  me  beg  a  few  minutes  of  your 
Excellency's  dispassionate  attention,  while  we  examine  into 
the  importance  of  these  words  being  left  out  or  not.  In 
the  |;ireceding  part  of  the  letter  Mr.  Pettit  does  not  say 
that  he  has  any  tiling  in  command  from  your  Excellency, 
in  Council  or  out  of  it,  and  had  begun  the  second  part  of 
his  letter  with  the  words  "I  have  it  further  in  command." 
I  believe  your  Excellency  would  have  thought  it  nonsense  ; 
and,  in  quoting  that  paragraph,  I  believe  your  Excellency 
would  have  taken  the  liberty  to  have  made  sense  of  it. 
Where,  then,  could  have  been  the  important  difference  be- 
tween his  saying  "  I  have  it  further  in  command,"  or  "  I 
have  it  in  command,"  unless  it  be  to  preserve  as  far  as  it  ii 
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connected  with  the  preceding  paragraph.  But  what  must 
be  your  Excellency's  surprise  and  astonishment  when  I 
assure  you  tiiat  in  tiie  original  letter  from  Mr.  Pcttit  to  me, 
now  in  my  possession,  the  word  "further"  is  not  to  be 
found.  We  will  next  examine  the  importance  of  the  words 
"in  Council."  Whether  your  Excellency  was  in  Council, 
or  out  of  it,  when  you  gave  the  command,  it  was  equally 
your  command  ;  and  if  the  command  was  improper  or  im- 
polite out  of  Council,  it  is  not  the  advice  of  your  whole 
Council  which  can  sanctify  it,  or  make  it  proper  or  polite 
in  Council.  Can  your  Excellency,  therefore,  be  justified  in 
using  the  language  you  have  done  on  this  occasion?  Your 
Excellency  next  intimates  that  1  have  made  frequent  "  pub- 
lick  as  well  as  private  declarations,  that  a  man  ought  to  he 
damned  who  would  take  up  anus  against  his  Sovereign  on  the 
present  occasion."  Your  Excellency  cannot  assert  this  of 
your  own  knowledge,  for  I  have  never  been  in  your  com- 
pany since  the  present  occasion  occurred.  Since  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  most  humble,  dutiful,  and  respectful  petitions  to 
the  Throne  has  been  known  in  America,  since  the  bat- 
tles o{  Lexington  and  Bunker's  Hill,  since  the  wanton  and 
cruel  destruction  of  Charlesioivn,  and  since  the  design  of 
the  Ministry  to  bring  indiscriminate  ruin  on  the  Colonies 
on  this  Continent  has  been  publickly  avowed,  I  have  not 
had  the  honour  of  seeing  your  Excellency,  and  therefore  I 
may,  without  oflence  to  you.  Sir,  say  that  the  assertion,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  ])resent  occasion,  is  false.  To  retort 
the  rest  of  this  extraordinary  postscript  would  be  descend- 
ing to  the  language  of  a  certain  place  in  the  environs  of 
the  Towev  o^ London,  with  which  I  am  but  little  acquainted. 
1  shall  only  observe,  that  gentlemen  who  feel  themselves 
intrenched  in  such  exalted  oflices  as  that  of  Governour  of 
a  Province,  should  be  extremely  cautious  how  they  make 
use  of  bad  language,  either  in  speaking  or  writing.  The 
world  is  very  censorious,  and  will  be  raising  suspicions  to 
their  disadvantage.  On  this  very  occasion  there  may  be 
some  who  will  suspect  that  this  postscript,  as  well  as  part  of 
the  letter,  would  not  have  been  framed  in  the  style  it  is,  had 
we  been  in  any  other  Province  than  New-Jersey. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 
To  Governour  Franklin. 


NEW-YORK   COMMITTEE. 


Thursday,  Septumbor  7,  177"). 

The  Committee  met.  Present:  Henry  Rcmsen,  Chair- 
man,  and  thirty-three  Members. 

Mr.  Duer  applied  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Committee, 
whether  ho  might  charter  the  Sloop,  late  the  property  of 
Mr.  Drcwidtz,  now  mortgaged  to  Mr.  Simpson. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman,  John  Broome,  and  Elca- 
zer  Miller,  be  a  Committee  to  determine  on  this  applica- 
tion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  G.  Roorback  l)e  desired  to  deliver 
the  keys  of  their  respective  vessels  to  the  Captains  Hawleij 
and  Hazard,  and  to  detain  their  sails  till  further  orders  from 
the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  John  Sncydar  be  forwarded  on  his  way 
to  Lancaster,  hcmg  a  sick  Rifleman,  and  that  Messrs.  Bur- 
ling and  .laneway  be  a  Conmiittee  to  see  it  done. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bancker,  Duryee,  Bay,  JV.  Wal- 
ton, Low,  and  Clnpper,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  to  represent  to  them  the  necessity  of 
an  arrangement  for  the  issuing  a  jiart  of  the  Soldiers'  Pay, 
now  in  the  publick  service,  to  their  wives  and  families 
here.  

COMMISSIONERS     FOR    HUII-DINO    FORTS    TO     NEW-YORK 

con(;ress. 

Now-York,  September  7,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  It  appears  to  us,  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  erect  the  batteries  recommended  by  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  necessary  that  we  should  be  informed 
whether  any  fixed  sum  is  allotted  for  erecting  the  said  bat- 
teries, or  whether  it  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. We  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  as  this  Province  is 
the  centre  of  America,  it  is  very  probable  that  Administra- 
tion may  endeavour  to  get  possession  of  it,  and  thereby 
preveni  any  assistance  being  sent  from  the  southern  Pro- 
vinces to  the  JSeiv-Lngland  Governments.   It  is  our  opinion 


that,  as  it  will  be  a  Continental  expense,  the  fortification 
ought  to  be  rendered  respectable. 

An  Engineer  is  expected  in  town  to-moirow.  AVe  shall 
be  glad  to  know  whether  ihe  Committee  of  Safety  propose 
agreeing  with  him,  or  whether  the  agreement  is  to  be  left 
to  the  Commissioners. 

As  our  reputation  is  at  stake  in  the  erecting  these  fortifi- 
cations, and  as  we  are  desirous  of  acquitting  ourselves  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  of  the  Province,  we  request  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  give  us  your  full  instructions. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servants, 

Samlei,  Bayard,  John  Hanson, 
Tuos.  Grenell,  John  Berrien. 
William  Bedlow, 


committees   of    HUNTINGTON,   ETC.,   IN     SUFFOLK    COUNTY, 
NEW-YORK. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  several  Committees  of  Huntington, 
Smilktou-n,  Brookluiven,  ihe  ]\Ianor  of  iSV.  George's,  and 
the  Patentship  of  Meriches,  held  at  Smithtown,  Sepembtr 
1,  1775,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  Field-Officers  for 
the  West  Regiment,  in  SuJJ'olk  County,  Present : 

From  Huntington  :  John  Sloss  Hohnrt,  Esq.,  Thomas 
Wickes,  Esq.,  Dr.  Gilbert  Potter,  Captain  Timothy  Carll, 
Heiiry  Si'udder,  Stephen  Ketcham,  Thomas  Brush,  Jun., 
John  Squier,  Ebenezcr  Piatt. 

From  Smithtown  :  Thomas  Tredjcell,  Esquire,  Jeffcry 
Smith,  Jacob  Mills,  Jonas  Mills,  .Samuel  Phillips,  P/iile- 
tus  Smith,  Edmund  Smith,  Daniil  Smith. 

From  Brookiiaven,  k.c.:  I]  illiam  Smith,  Thomas  Fan- 
ning, Noah  Hallock,  IVillicim  Brewster,  Jonathan  Baker, 
John  Woodhull,  Joseph  Broivn,  Samuel  Thompson,  Daniel 
Boe,  Nathaniel  Boe. 

Mr.  William  Smith  chosen  Chairman. 

By  a  verbal  message  from  Colonel  Piatt  Conkling,  by 
Captain  Carll,  and  by  information  from  several  other  peo- 
ple, it  ajDpears  to  this  meeling  that  he  declines  accepting  of 
a  commission.  The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  busi- 
ness of  nominating  Field-Officers  for  the  abovementioned 
Regiment,  which  nomination  is  as  follows,  viz: 

For  Colonel,  JVilliam  Floyd,  Esq.,  living  in  the  Manor 
of  St.  George's;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Doctor  Gi76er<  Po<- 
icr,  of  Huntington ;  First  Major,  Captain  Nathan  Jl'ood- 
hull,of  Brookhavcn ;  Second  Major,  Edmund  Smith,  Jun., 
of  Smithtoivn ;  Adjutant,  Philip  Roe,  of  Brookhavcn; 
Quartermaster,  John  Boe,  Jun.,  of  Brookhavcn. 

The  question  being  put,  whether  this  meeting  would  pro- 
ceed to  recommend  or  nominate  to  our  Deputies  in  Pro- 
vincial Congress  a  person  for  a  Brigadier-Genend,  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative;  and  Colonel  Nathaniel  Woodhull 
being  proposed,  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

By  order  of  the  Coiumillee  :  Wm.  Smith. 


TRYON    county    COMMITTEE  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 
Tryon  County  Committee  Cli;unber,  Septeml)or  7,  1775. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  :  By  the  affidavits  against  the 
Sheuff,  Alexander  JVhitc,  now  jirisoner  in  the  ^/io/iy  jail, 
sent  to  you  the  •-2Glh  of  August  last,  you  will  be  much  con- 
vinced of  his  inimical  behaviour  against  the  common  cause, 
and  in  particular  against  our  Coimly;  and  as  the  said  She- 
rill'  is  undoubtedly  unworthy  of  liis  office,  which  com- 
mission shall  be  expired  this  instant  month,  we,  the  Com- 
mittee, upon  the  motion  of  the  whole  County,  (the  Tories 
only  excepted,)  granted  a  publick  voting  of  a  new  Sheriff 
for  our  County,  to  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  therein 
residing,  by  which  John  Frey,  Esq.,  of  Palatine  District, 
got  the  majority  of  votes.  The  dangerous  circumstances 
of  our  C'ounty,  by  such  a  traitorous  ruler  as  this  White, 
give  us  great  reason  to  protest  against  him  ;  and  fearing 
that  cither  himself,  or  another  one  equal  to  him,  might  be 
intrusted  again  by  the  Governour  in  Neiv-York,  for  the 
future  service  in  the  Sheriff's  office  of  our  County,  we  re- 
solved unanimously  to  apply  to  you  for  the  directions  of  our 
present  proceedings,  begging  that  you  will  please  to  repre- 
sent the  same  to  his  Excellency  the  Governour,  and  request 
his  plenary  grant  of  our  chosen  Sheriff  above  named,  whom 
we  can  connnend  as  a  real  friend  to  our  American  cause, 
a  well-proved  member  of  our  Committee,  and  especially  a 
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worthy  man  for  this  ofiice  of  a  Sheriff,  to  the  almost  unani- 
mous approbation  of  our  freehohlers  and  inhabitants.  We 
recommend,  and  leave  entirely  toyour  discretion,  the  further 
necessary  addresses  to  the  behoof  of  our  County's  wishes 
and  desire,  not  doubting  that  you  will  endeavour  to  inter- 
fere therein,  as  much  as  it  lies  in  your  power,  to  the  con- 
firmation of  the  aforesaid  new  chosen  Sheriff. 

It  is  a  general  complaint  in  our  County  against  the  whole 
situation  of  our  couit  and  other  publick  houses,  and  alike 
against  the  rule  therein  appointed,  as  we  have  been  under 
remarkable  grievances  suffering  during  their  authority,  and 
hardly  could  get  justice  done,  especially  such  ]iersous  not 
having  their  partial  interests.  But  we  will  rely  on  your 
favourable  advice,  regarding  the  alteration  in  this  grievous 
matter,  when  and  where  to  apjily  for. 

We  have  to  annex  and  to  enclose  you  another  affidavit 
of  consequence,  against  the  said  Sheriff  ff'hite,  to  your 
serious  consideration  ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  if  said 
JVhite  will  not  soon  be  delivered  to  your  care  and  deter- 
mination, he,  with  the  secret  schemes  of  his  concealed 
friends  in  Albany,  might  get  his  escape,  to  a  consequential 
hurt  of  our  County  in  particular,  and  generally  of  our  Ame- 
rican cause. 

There  is  another  great  number  of  approved  enemies 
against  our  Association,  and  regulations  thereof,  proceeding 
in  and  about  Johnstoivn,  at  Kins;sboroiigh,  under  the  direc- 
tion and  orders  of  Sir  John  Johnson,  being  Highlanders, 
amounting  to  about  two  hundred  men,  according  to  intelli- 
gence. We  are  daily  scandalized  by  them,  provoked,  and 
threatened,  and  we  must  surely  expect  a  ravage  ot  them 
in  our  families,  if  we  should  be  required  and  called  else- 
where for  the  defence  of  our  Country's  cause. 

We  cannot  suffer  nmch  longer  their  behaviour  against 
us,  without  blame  and  consequential  damage  ;  and  therefore 
we  thought  proper  to  lay  this  in  particular  before  you,  with 
an  humble  request  that  you  will  consider  this  matter  seri- 
ously, and  delay  not  to  favour  us  with  your  resolve  therein, 
or  on  the  contrary,  by  the  daily  rumour  of  the  people  in 
our  side  of  the  County,  an  uproar  against  indulgent  pro- 
ceedings of  our  Conmiittee  must  be  expected. 

W^e  remain,  with  great  esteem,  honourable  Gentlemen, 
your  obedient  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Nicholas  Herchkkimf.u,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  at  Neiv-l'ork. 

K.B.  We  have  great  suspicion,  and  are  almost  assured, 
that  Sir  John  has  a  continual  correspondence  with  Colonel 
Guy  Johnson  and  his  inimical  party. 

PROVIDENCE    (rIIODE-ISI.ANd)    TOWN-MEETING. 

At  a  Town-Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Providence,  espe- 
cially called  by  warrant,  and  held  according  to  law,  in  Pro- 
viihncc,  on  the  7th  day  o^  September,  K.  D.  1775, 
Col.  Barzillai  Richmond,  Moderator. 

Notwithstanding  the  time  limited  by  the  honourable  Con- 
tinental Congress  for  exj)ortation  to  Gnat  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  West-Indies,  is  not  yet  fully  expired,  yet  it  is  appre- 
hended by  tills  Town  that  the  exporting  Flaxseed  from  this 
Continent  at  this  time,  in  large  quantities,  to  any  part  of 
Europe,  fully  to  the  10th  of  this  instant,  (the  memorable 
day  when  all  exportation  from  the  United  Colonies  ceases,) 
militates  directly  against  the  spirit  and  design  of  the  Con- 
tinental Association.  And  whereas,  upon  the  presumption 
that  exportation  would  be  continued  by  the  other  Colonies 
to  the  10th  of  SejJtcmhcr,  Si  quanuty  of  Flaxseed  has  lately 
been  brought  into  this  Town,  (he  exportation  whereof,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  may  counteract  the  good  of  our 
Country,  and  give  grounds  for  jealousy  and  uneasiness  to 
our  brethren  in  the  other  Colonies,  who  we  find  have  de- 
termined not  to  export  any  Flaxseed  of  this  year's  pro- 
duce ;  and  as  we  are  desirous  of  the  most  firm  union  with 
our  brethren  on  the  Continent,  and  wish  that  every  cause 
of  uneasiness  may  be  removed,  it  is  therefore 

looted  and  Resolved,  That  this  Town  highly  disapprove 
of  the  exportation  of  any  Flaxseed,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
by  any  persons  in  this  Town,  until  a  general  exportation 
of  that  article  takes  place  throughout  the  United  Colonies 
of  America  :  and  that  this  Vote  or  Resolve  be  published  in 
the  next  Providence  Gazette. 


Dissentient : 

Because  the  aforesaid  V^ote  or  Resolve,  under  the  pre- 
text of  amending,  is  an  actual  violation  of  the  regulations 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  deprives  the  subjects  of 
those  privileges  they  are  entitled  to,  not  only  agreeable  to 
the  plain  construction  of  the  Fourth  Article  in  their  printed 
Resolves,  but  also  the  full  sense  and  determination  of  the 
Members  of  said  Congress,  on  a  late  motion,  to  alter  the 
said  Article. 

As  such  a  Vote  or  Resolve  is  very  inconsistent  with  the 
well  known  principles  of  justice  and  prudence,  as  it  with- 
holds the  benefit  of  supijlies  and  trade  from  our  real  friends, 
while  the  same  are  allowed  to  those  that  are  violently  pur- 
suing the  subversion  of  all  rights  and  privileges.  As  such 
a  measure,  adopted  by  a  number  of  individuals  or  small 
corporations,  has  a  direct  tendency  to  supersede,  or  render 
ineffectual  and  of  no  validity,  the  united  regulations  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  to  reduce  every  matter  to  a  stale 
of  uncertainty  and  confusion. 

Samuel  Nightingale. 

The  foregoing  Protest,  signed  by  Mr.  Nightingale,  was 
delivered  to  the  Town  Clerk,  by  him  to  be  entered  on  re- 
cord. 

The  meeting  dissolved. 


providence  (rhode-island)  county  committee. 

Providence,  September  7,  1775. 

Whereas  there  have  been  many  complaints  of  such  as 
are  venders  of  goods  and  merchandise  in  this  County,  for 
selling  them  at  a  higher  price  than  settled  by  the  Associa- 
tion Agreement  of  the  Continental  Congress,  under  pre- 
tence of  buying  them  at  a  higher  rate,  which  we  deem  a 
breach  and  violation  of  said  Association  :  We  do  hereby 
forewarn  all  persons  from  selling  any  goods  at  a  higher  price 
than  they  were  usually  sold  at,  before  said  Association  took 
place,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  as  they  will  thereby  incur 
the  just  censure  of  this  Committee,  and  their  names  will 
be  published  to  the  world  accordingly. 

Published  by  order;  Caleb  Harris,  Clerk. 


GENEIIAL  WASHINGTON  TO  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 
[Read  September  21,  1775.] 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  7,  1775. 

Sir:  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  addressing  you,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  application  from  the  Commissary-General, 
who  is  by  my  direction  taking  all  proper  precautions  on  the 
approach  of  winter.  I  desired  him  to  commit  to  writing 
stich  proposals  as  his  experience  and  knowledge  of  the 
country  might  entitle  him  to  make,  which  he  has  done  in 
the  paper  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose.  The  difti- 
culty  of  procuring  a  sufficient  quantity  of  salt,  which  I 
objected  to  him,  he  has  fully  obviated  by  assuring  me  that 
there  is  so  much  now  actually  in  store,  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  Towns,  as  will  remove  all  possibility  of  a 
disappointment. 

I  propose  to  do  myself  the  honour  of  writing  in  a  few 
days  fully  and  particularly  on  several  heads,  to  which  1 
must  now  refer.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  only  to  inform 
the  honourable  Congress,  that  I  have  received  a  small 
supply  of  seven  thousand  pounds  of  powder  this  week,  from 
Rhode-Island,  and  in  a  few  days  expect  seven  tons  of  lead 
and  five  hundred  stand  of  arms,  a  part  of  the  same  impor- 
tation, and  to  request  that  more  money  may  be  forwarded 
with  all  expedition,  the  military  chest  being  nearly  ex- 
hausted. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  Sir,  j'our  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant,  ^.^^^^^  Washington. 

Cambridge,  September  C,  1775. 

The  Commissary-General  proposes  to  General  fVashing- 
ton  the  expediency  of  purchasing  in  Philadelphia,  for  the 
use  of  the  Continental  Army,  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  bar- 
rels of  flour.  He  supposes  flour  may  be  purchased,  after 
the  10th  of  September,  ai  Phihtdelphia,  at  thirteen  Shil- 
lings, currency,  per  liundred  weight,  or  under;  that  he 
can  have  it  freighted  to  Neichury  at  one  Shilling  and  three 
Pence  per  hundred  weight,  he  risking  the  vessels  against 
the   enemy's   cruisers  only,  and  can  have  the  whole  in- 
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terest  in  vessels  and  flour  covered  in  rhiladelphia  at  ten 
per  cent.,  which  will  not  bring  the  flour,  delivered  at  New- 
buryport,  up  to  thirteen  Shillings,  lawful  money  o(  Ncw- 
EnglanJ ;  whereas  the  lowest  we  get  flour  at  from  Connec- 
ticut is  thirteen  Shillings  per  hundred  weight  there,  and 
seven  Shillings  per  hundred  weight  carting;  a  saving  worth 
while  may  he  made.  But  as  his  mode  is  attended  with  a 
risk,  the  Commissary,  in  this  as  in  every  other  case, 
thinks  it  his  duty  to  apply  to  your  Excellency  for  direc- 
tion, and  likewise  to  hint  to  your  Excellency  that  it  may 
occasion  no  material  delay,  if  you  should  lay  the  matter 
before  Congress  for  their  advice,  as  the  business  must  be 
transacted  where  that  body  are  now  convened. 

The  Commissary-General  also  requests  direction  from 
your  Excellency,  as  lo  procuring  pork,  for  su|iplying  the 
Army  the  winter  and  summer  next  coming.  The  season 
for  killing  pork  is  approaching,  when  he  can  purchase  that 
article,  in  any  quantities,  in  the  country,  drive  it  in,  and 
have  it  killed  and  salted  at  proper  places,  within  twenty 
miles  of  camp,  and  thereby  save  transportation.  The 
transportation  of  much  the  greatest  part  of  the  pork  sup- 
plied to  the  Army  the  suiHmer  past  has  cost  twenty  and 
twenty-one  Shillings  per  barrel.  The  pork  may  be  put  up 
here  as  cheap  as  in  Conntcticut,  and  the  whole  transport- 
ation saved.  Salt,  barrels,  &c.,  can  be  had  here;  and  on 
a  quantity  sufficient  for  twenty  thousand  men  one  year, 
more  than  ten  thousand  Pounds  may  be  saved  ;  and  should 
the  war  be  at  an  end,  the  pork  will  fetch  its  first  cost,  at 
least,  when  the  trade  opens. 


ORDEKS  BY  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Heaci-Quartors,  Cambridge,  August  24,  1775. 
{Plirolo,  Siinbridgc.j  CCuuntcrsifn,  Ulster.) 

Lieutenant  JfilHam  Ryan,  of  Colonel  Niron^s  Regi- 
ment, tried  by  a  General  Court-Martial,  of  which  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Brickett  was  President,  is  found  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  sixth  and  forty -ninth  articles  of  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  for  the  Massachusttls  Army,  and  is  unani- 
mously adjudged  to  be  cashiered.  The  General  approves 
the  sentence,  and  orders  it  to  take  place  immediately. 

The  Quartermaster-General  is  to  see  that  the  dilFerent 
Brigades,  or  at  least  each  Division  of  the  Army,  are  pro- 
vided witli  Armourers,  sufficient  to  keep  the  Arms  therein 
in  proper  repair;  that  they  have  proper  places  provided 
to  work  in,  that  they  are  propeily  alleufled  to,  to  prevent 
impositions  of  any  kind.  He  is  also  to  employ  brick- 
makers,  under  tlie  care  of  Captain  Francis,  of  Colonel 
MansfichVs  Regiment,  and  set  ihem  to  make  bricks  im- 
mediately. The  necessary  attendance  is  to  be  applied  for 
by  Captain  Francis  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

The  Quarterntaster-General  is  also  to  receive  from  the 
General  Court  of  the  Massachusetts  Government,  or  from 
such  persons  as  they  shall  appoint  to  deliver  them,  all  the 
shirts,  shoes  and  stockings,  breeches  and  waistcoats,  which 
have  been  provided  by  order  of  their  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty, for  the  use  of  the  Army,  and  settle  for  the  same,  and 
not  deliver  any  from  his  store  without  an  order  in  writing 
from  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

An  exact  return  of  the  Company  of  Ar'.ificers,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Ayrcs,  to  be  given  in,  where  they  have 
been  to  work,  and  how  employed. 

The  General  would  be  glad  to  have  the  Rules  and  Re- 
gulations of  War  (as  established  by  the  Coniinenuil  Coti- 
gress)  returned  to  him  signed,  as  ho  will  thereupon  pro- 
ceed to  distribute  the  Continental  Commissions,  agreeable 
to  the  rank  lately  settled. 

The  late  Paymaster  of  the  Massachusetts  Forces  is 
once  more  called  npon  in  a  peremptory  manner  to  settle 
his  accounts  with  the  diflercnt  Regiments,  that  it  may  be 
known  what  money  is  due  to  the  men  up  to  the  first  of 
this  month  (August.)  The  General  is  sorry  that  any 
difficulty  or  delay  should  have  happened  in  a  matter  so 
plain  and  simple  in  its  nature.  He  now  assures  the  Re- 
giments of  Massachusetts,  as  they  seem  lo  be  the  only 
complainants  and  sufferers,  that  if  they  do  not  get  paid  by 
their  own  Colony  Paymaster  before  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, that  he  will  order  James  Warren,  Esq.,  Continen- 
tal Paymaster-General,  to  pay  each  of  the  Massachusetts 
Kegiuicnts  for  tlie  month  of  August,  and  that  he  will 
moreover   use   his   endeavours  to  have  their  pay  up  to  the 


first  of  August  settled  for  and  adjusted  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. 

Twenty  men,  from  Colonel  Mansfield's  Regiment,  and 
ten  from  Colonel  Gardiner's,  and  two  from  each  of  the  other 
Regiments  in  the  lines  and  in  Cambridge,  to  be  sent  to 
join  Cajjtain  FVancis,  of  Colonel  Mansfield's  Regiment, 
to  be  forthwith  employed  in  making  of  biicks  ;  none  but 
men  who  are  acquainted  with  that  service  to  be  sent  upon  it. 

Colonel  Frescott,  with  two  Companies  of  his  Regiment, 
to  march  to  Seivall's  Foint  this  day.  The  Colonel  will 
apply  to  the  Quartermaster-General  for  the  tents  that  will 
be  wanted  for  this  detachment. 

IIcad.Quarters,  fainbridge,  .\ugust  25,  1775. 
(]'.,i„l,-,  ir,tmi„gl«„.J  fCunnl.-ni(n.,  Torkihirt  ) 

If  the  Officers  who  were  sent  upon  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice are  not  all  returned  to  camp,  they  are  to  be  forthwith 
recalled,  and  no  more  men  are  to  be  enli^^ted  until  further 
orders. 

The  Company  late  unrler  the  command  of  Captain 
Ebenezer  Lindsey  is  to  join  Colonel  lVoodbriil<;e's  Re- 
giment, as  that  Regiment  has  at  present  only  nine  Com- 
panies. 

As  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  heretofore  ajiproved 
all  the  sentences  of  the  General  Courts-Martial  which 
have  been  laid  before  him,  and  thought  himself  happy  in 
agreeing  with  them  in  opinion,  so  will  he  not  now  dis- 
approve the  judgment  respecting  Ensign  Joshua  Trofton, 
as  the  Court  have  intimated  that  they  were  influenced  by 
some  favourable  circumstances.  Disobedience  of  orders  is 
amongst  the  first  and  most  atrocious  of  all  military  crimes. 
He  desires  that  the  conduct  of  Ensign  Joshua  Trofton 
(however  he  may  have  been  provoked)  may  never  be  drawn 
into  a  precedent,  as  there  are  certain  modes  by  which 
inferiour  officers  may  obtain  redress  of  grievances,  without 
proceeding  to  any  unjustifiable  acts  of  violence. 

Ensign  Joshua  Trofton,  of  the  30th  Regiment  of  Foot, 
in  the  service  of  the  L^nited  Colonies,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Scammons,  tried  by  a  General  Court-Martial  for 
"offering  to  strike  his  Colonel,  and  for  disobedience  of 
orders,"  is  found  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  sixth  article  of 
the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Massachusetts  Army, 
and  sentenced  to  be  confined  to  bis  tent  for  three  days. 

A  Return,  signed  by  the  Commanding  Oliicer  of  each 
Regiment,  of  the  CommissioiKid  Offices  vacant,  distinguish- 
ing their  names,  rank,  and  by  what  means  vacant.  This 
must  be  delivered  to  the  Adjutant-General,  at  orderly  time, 
to-morrow. 

Head-Quarters,  t'ambridgo,  .'Vugnst  27,  1775, 
(P:iiTil,-,  .hnbiy.)  CCouiitci-sign,  BiaaklincJ 

General  Sullivan's  Brigade  to  be  mustered  upon  Mon- 
day morning  next,  in  the  manner  and  form  directed  by  the 
General  Orders  of  the  '^Isl  instant. 


Head-Quarters,  C.imbridgc,  August  28,  1775. 
(Parolf,  Ksirjr.J  (C<nintersi(jn,  Fnlmoiifh.) 

As  the  extraordinary  duty  necessary  for  some  days  past 
prevents  the  mustering  General  Sullivan's  Brigade  this 
morning,  the  General  appoints  Friday  morning  next 
for  that  purpose,  and  orders  that  Brigade  to  be  relieved 
from  all  but  the  ordinary  camp  duty  of  their  particular 
encampments  Thursday  morning,  that  they  may  have  that 
day  to  prepare  for  their  mustering. 

As  nothing  is  more  pernicious  to  the  health  of  soldiers, 
nor  more  certainly  productive  of  the  bloody  flux,  than 
drinking  new  cider,  the  General  in  the  most  positive 
manner  commands  the  entire  disuse  of  the  same,  and  orders 
the  Quartermaster-General  this  day  to  publish  advertise- 
ments, to  ac(]uaint  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  Dis- 
tricts that  such  of  them  as  are  detected  bringing  new  cider 
into  the  camp  after  Thursday,  the  last  day  of  this  month, 
may  de|)eu(l  oii  ha\ing  their  casks  stove. 


IIuad-Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  29,  1775. 

Cran.l.',  Crorjim.;  (Lmmu-r^iirn,  Hnrvanl.) 

For  the  future,  the  several  guards  mounted  upon  the 
General  Hospitals  are  to  be  reduced  into  one  guard,  con- 
sisting of  one  Subaltern,  three  Sergeants,  three  Corporals, 
one  Fife,  and  thirty  IMen.     The  officer,  after  seeing  his 
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sentries  posted,  is  to  receive  hisoiders  Iroin  Doctor C/u<rc/(, 
Director  of  the  General  Hospital  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies. 

The  Quartermaster-General  and  Commissary-General 
are  to  see  strict  regard  paid  to  the  sixth  article  of  the  Gen- 
eral Orders  of  the  7th  July  last,  as  complaints  are  con- 
tinually making  of  the  badness  of  the  bread  served  to  the 
Regiments. 

IIoaa-Qiiarters,  Cambridge,  August  30,  177.'>. 

One  Field-Officer,  six  Captains,  twelve  Subalterns, 
twelve  Sergeanis,  twelve  Corporals,  two  Drums,  two  Fifes, 
and  three  hundred  Soldiers,  from  //toJ/t's  Brigade,  and  the 
same  froin  xhoCnmhridgc  Brigade,  to  parade  as  soon  as  the 
weather  is  fair,  to  march  to  Ploitgktd  Hill;  one  Surgeon 
and  one  Male  from  each  Brigade,  to  be  provided  with 
proper  instruments  and  dressings,  are  to  be  ready  to  march 
with  the  above  detachment. 

By  the  Orders  of  the  17th  instant,  Thomas  Chase,  Esq., 
was,  to  the  prejudice  of  Samuel  Brewer,  Esq.,  through 
mistake,  appointed  to  be  continued  to  do  duty  to  Brigadier- 
General  Thomas's  Brigade,  as  Major  of  Brigade.  His  Ex- 
cellency orders  that  mistake  to  be  rectified,  and  directs 
Samuel  Brewer  to  be  continued  to  act  as  Major  of  Bri- 
gade to  Brigadier-General  Thomas.  He  is  to  be  obeyed 
as  such. 

Hcid-Quarlers,  Cambridge,  August  31,  1775. 

CParale,  London.)  CCountcrsign,  Monmouth.) 

The  Colonels  or  Ofllcers  commanding  of  each  Regi- 
ment of  the  Massachusetts  Forces  are  without  delay  to 
make  out  an  exact  abstract,  for  the  month  of  August,  ol 
the  pay  due  to  the  Commissioned  and  Non-Commissioned 
Officers  and  private  Soldiers  of  each  Regiment,  who  were 
effective  in  the  said  Regiment  during  that  month,  and  who 
continue  to  be  effective  in  the  same.  This  abstract  inust 
be  signed  by  the  Colonel,  or  officer  commanding  each 
Regiment  of  ihe  Mas.sachusetts  Fovces,  and  forthwith  deli- 
vered by  him  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  to  the  end  that 
each  of  those  Regiments  may  immediately  be  paid  one 
month's  pay.  

Hpad-Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  1,  1775- 
(Paruli-,  NnoHnirn.)  (Couiiti-isign,  Ormonil.) 

Complaint  has  been  made  to  the  General  that  the  body 
of  a  soldier,  of  Colonel  fi'ooclbriclge's  Regiment,  has  been 
taken  from  his  grave  by  persons  unknown.  The  General 
and  the  friends  of  the  deceased  are  desirous  of  all  the 
information  that  can  be  given  of  the  perpetrators  of  this 
abominable  crime,  that  he  or  they  may  be  made  an  exam- 
ple, to  deter  others  from  committing  so  wicked  and  shame- 
ful an  offence. 

The  magazine  guard,  in  the  rear  of  General  Sullivan's 
Brigade,  to  be  relieved  to-morrow  morning  by  the  Brigade 
posted  in  and  near  Cambridge. 

llead.Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  2,  1775. 
{Parole,  Portugnl.)  {CnunWt^'ixn,  Quebak. ) 

Captain  Edward  Crafts,  of  Colonel  Gridhi/s  Regi- 
ment of  Artillery,  tried  yesterday  by  a  General  Court- 
Martial,  is  acquitted  of  that  part  of  the  charge  against  him 
which  relates  to  "defrauding  of  his  men  ;"  and  the  Court 
are  also  of  opinion,  that  no  part  of  the  charge  against  the 
prisoner  is  proved,  except  that  of"  using  abusive  expressions 
to  Major  Gridley,"  which  being  a  breach  of  the  forty-ninth 
article  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Massachusetts 
Army,  sentence  the  prisoner  to  receive  a  severe  reprimand 
from  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Artillery,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  all  the  officers  of  the  Regiment ;  and  that  he,  at 
the  same  time,  ask  pardon  of  Major  Gridley  for  the  said 
abusive  language. 

Lieutenant  Russell,  of  Captain  SymoiuPs  Company,  in 
the  Twenty-First  Regiment  of  Foot,  tried  by  the  above 
Court-Marlial  for  "disobedience  of  orders,"  is  unanimously 
acquitted  by  the  Court.  The  General  confirms  the  pro- 
ceedings and  sentence  of  the  above  Court-Martial. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  3,  1775. 
(Pan.lf,  Roihurtj.)  CCoumersiijn,  Scliniectaily.) 

Beiijuinin  Child,  soldier  in  Colonel  Glover's  Regiment, 


and  in  Captain  Broughton's  Company,  tried  by  a  General 
Court-Martial,  upon  an  appeal  from  a  Regimental  Court- 
Martial.  The  Court  were  unanimously  of  opinion  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Regimental  Court  were  irregular,  and  there- 
fore acquit  the  prisoner. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  .September  5,  1775. 

(Parole,  llnlthnm.)  CCouiiti-rMfn,  Toyk.) 

The  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Etperience 
Starrs  was  President,  is  dissolved.  Capt.  Moses  Hart,  of 
the  Twenty-Eighth  Regiment  of  Foot,  tried  by  the  above- 
mentioned  General  Court-Martial,  is  found  guilty  of  "  draw- 
ing for  more  provisions  than  he  was  entitled  to,  and  for 
unjustly  confining  and  abusing  his  men  ;"  he  is  unanimously 
sentenced  to  be  cashiered.  The  General  approves  the 
sentence,  and  orders  it  to  take  place  immediately. 

A  detachment,  consisting  of  two  Lieutenant-Colonels, 
two  Majors,  ten  Captains,  thirty  Subalterns,  thirty  Ser- 
geants, thirty  Corporals,  four  Drimimers,  two  Fifers,  and 
six  hundred  and  seventy-six  Privates,  to  parade  to-morrow 
morning,  at  eleven  o'clock,  upon  the  Common  in  Cam- 
bridge,\.o  go  upon  command  with  Colonel  Arnold,  o(  Con- 
necticut; one  Company  of  Virginia  Riflemen,  and  two 
Com])anies  from  Colonel  Thompson's  Pennsylvania  Regi- 
ment of  Riflemen,  to  parade  at  the  same  time  and  place, 
to  join  the  above  detachment.  Tents  and  necessaries  pro- 
per and  convenient  for  the  whole  will  be  supplied  by  the 
Qunrtermaster-General  immediately  upon  the  detachment 
being  collected.  As  it  is  imagined  the  officers  and  men 
sent  from  the  Regiments,  both  here  and  at  Ro.ibury,  will 
be  such  Volunteers  as  are  active  woodsmen,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  batteaus,  so  it  is  recommended  that  none  but 
such  will  offer  themselves  for  this  service.  Colonel  Arnold 
and  the  Adjutant-General  will  attend  upon  the  Common 
in  Cambridge  to-morrow,  in  the  forenoon,  lo  receive  and 
parade  the  detachment.  The  Quartermastei'-General  will 
be  also  there,  to  supply  tents,  &,c. 

The  Colonels  and  Connnanding  Officers  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Regiments,  who  have  delivereti  in  their  pay  ab- 
stracts at  Head-Quarters,  are  immediately  to  apply  to  the 
General  for  his  warrant  upon  the  Paymaster-General,  Jf»«c5 
Warren,  Esq.,  for  the  pay  for  the  month  o(  August,  agree- 
able to  the  General  Order  of  the  31st  of  last  month. 

As  great  complaints  have  heretofore  been  made  by  the 
men  in  regard  to  their  pay,  the  General  expects  the  utmost 
exactness  and  despatch  be  made  in  this  payment. 


Head-Qn 


■  fi,  177; 


Whereas  a  number  of  pretended  Sutlers,  utterly  disre- 
garding the  good  of  the  service,  sell  liquor  to  every  one 
indiscriminately,  to  the  utter  subversion  of  all  order  and 
good  government,  the  Troops  being  continually  debauched, 
which  causes  them  to  neglect  their  duty,  and  to  be  guilty 
of  all  those  crimes  which  a  vicious  ill  habit  naturally  pro- 
duces :  To  prevent  such  evils  from  spreading  in  the  camp, 
no  person  is  for  the  future  to  presunte  to  sell  any  stores  or 
liquor  to  the  Troo[)s,  unless  he  be  first  appointed  Sutler  to 
some  Regiment,  by  the  Colonel  or  officer  commanding  the 
same,  who  will  immediately  punish  such  Sutler  for  any 
transgression  of  the  Rules  and  Orders  he  is  directed  to 
observe.  And  if  any  person  not  regularly  authorized  and 
appointed  shall  presume  to  sell  liquor  or  stores  to  the 
Troops  in  the  camp,  it  is  recommended  to  the  Brigadier- 
General  to  issue  an  order  for  securing  their  persons  and 
effects;  the  delinquent  to  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of 
a  General  Court-Martial,  and  his  effects  to  be  applied  for 
the  refreshment  of  the  fatigue-men  and  out-guards  belong- 
ing to  the  Brigade.  This  order  is  not  meant  to  extend  to 
those  Sutlers  who  are  appointed  by  Government,  and  who 
are  permitted  to  act  as  Sutlers  to  the  Regiments  for  which 
they  were  appointed  ;  they  being  subject  to  all  Rules  and 
Regulations  of  the  Army,  the  same  as  if  appointed  by  if.e 
Colonels. 

As  the  remoteness  of  some  of  the  Regiments  from  Head- 
Qnarlers  renders  it  difficult  to  send  invitations  to  the  offi- 
cers, the  Commander-in-Chief  requests,  that  for  the  futuie 
the  Field-Olficer  of  the  day,  the  Officer  of  his  own  guard, 
and  the  Adjutant  of  the  day,  consider  themselves  invited 
to  dine  at  Head-Qiiarlers  ;  and  this  general  invitation  they 
are  desired  to  accept  accordingly. 
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teresl  in  vessels  and  flour  covered  in  Philadelphia  at  ten 
per  cent.,  wiiicii  will  not  brint;  the  flour,  delivered  at  Meiv- 
buryport,  up  to  thirteen  Shillings,  lawful  money  of  i\c!t'- 
England ;  whereas  the  lowest  we  get  flour  at  from  Connec- 
ticut is  thirteen  Shillings  per  hundred  weight  there,  and 
seven  Shillings  [ler  hundred  weight  carting;  a  saving  worth 
while  may  be  made.  But  as  his  mode  is  attended  with  a 
risk,  the  Commissary,  in  this  as  in  every  other  case, 
thinks  it  his  duty  to  apply  to  your  Excellency  for  direc- 
tion, and  likewise  to  hint  to  your  Excellency  that  it  may 
occasion  no  material  delay,  if  you  should  lay  the  matter 
before  Congress  for  their  advice,  as  the  business  must  be 
transacted  where  that  body  are  now  convened. 

The  Commissary-General  also  requests  direction  from 
your  Excellency,  as  lo  procuring  pork,  for  sujiplying  the 
Army  the  winter  and  summer  next  coming.  The  season 
for  killing  pork  is  approaching,  when  he  can  purchase  that 
article,  in  any  cjuantilies,  in  the  country,  drive  it  in,  and 
have  it  killed  and  salted  at  proper  places,  within  twenty 
miles  of  camp,  and  thereby  save  transportation.  The 
transportation  of  much  the  greatest  part  of  the  pork  sup- 
jilied  to  the  Army  the  summer  past  has  cost  twenty  and 
twenty-one  Shillings  per  barrel.  The  pork  may  be  put  up 
here  as  cheap  as  in  Conniciicut,  and  the  whole  transport- 
ation saved.  Salt,  barrels,  &c.,  can  be  had  here  ;  and  on 
a  quantity  sufficient  for  twenty  thousand  men  one  year, 
more  than  ten  thousand  Pounds  may  be  saved  ;  and  should 
the  war  be  at  an  end,  the  pork  will  fetch  its  first  cost,  at 
least,  when  the  trade  opens. 


ORDERS  BY  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  24,  1775. 
(Pnrol.-,  .9«iiirir/-f.;  (Cuuntcrsifn,  Ulster.} 

Lieutenant  IVi/linm  Ryan,  of  Colonel  Nixon's  Regi- 
ment, tried  by  a  General  Court-Martial,  of  which  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Brickett  was  President,  is  found  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  sixth  and  forty -ninth  articles  of  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  for  the  Massachusetts  Army,  and  is  unani- 
mously adjudged  to  be  cashiered.  The  General  approves 
the  sentence,  and  orders  it  to  take  place  immediately. 

The  Quartermaster-General  is  lo  see  that  the  dilierent 
Brigades,  or  at  least  each  Division  of  the  Army,  are  pro- 
vided with  Annourers,  suflicient  to  keep  the  Arms  therein 
in  proper  repair;  that  they  have  proper  places  provided 
to  work  in,  that  they  are  properly  atlended  to,  to  prevent 
inipnsilions  of  any  kind.  He  is  also  to  employ  brick- 
maker^,  under  the  care  of  Captain  Francis,  of  Colonel 
Mansjlrhrs  Regiment,  and  set  them  to  make  bricks  im- 
mediately. The  necessary  attendance  is  to  be  applied  for 
by  Captain  Francis  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

Tiie  Quartermasler-General  is  also  to  receive  from  the 
General  Court  of  the  Massachusetts  Government,  or  from 
such  persons  as  they  shall  appoint  to  deliver  them,  all  the 
shirts,  shoes  and  stockings,  breeches  and  waistcoats,  which 
have  been  provided  by  order  of  their  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty, for  the  use  of  the  Army,  and  settle  for  the  same,  and 
not  deliver  any  from  his  store  without  an  order  in  writing 
from  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

An  exact  return  of  the  Company  of  Arlificers,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Ayrcs,  to  be  given  in,  where  they  have 
been  to  work,  and  how  employed. 

The  General  would  be  glad  to  have  the  Rules  and  Re- 
gulations of  War  (as  established  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress) returned  to  him  signed,  as  he  will  thereupon  pro- 
ceed to  disiiibute  the  Continental  Commissions,  agreeable 
to  the  rank  lately  settled. 

The  late  Paymaster  of  the  Massachusetts  Forces  is 
once  more  called  upon  in  a  peremptory  manner  to  settle 
his  accounts  with  the  different  Regiments,  that  it  may  be 
known  what  money  is  due  to  the  men  up  to  the  first  of 
this  month  {August.)  The  General  is  sorry  that  any 
difficulty  or  delay  should  have  happened  in  a  m?.tter  so 
plain  and  simple  in  its  nature.  He  now  assures  the  Re- 
giments of  Massachusetts,  as  they  seem  to  be  the  only 
complainants  and  sufferers,  that  if  they  do  not  get  paid  by 
their  own  Colony  Paymaster  before  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tcmber,  that  he  will  order  James  Warren,  Esq.,  Continen- 
tal Paymaster-General,  to  pay  each  of  the  Massachusetts 
Regiments  for  the  month  of  August,  and  that  he  will 
moreover  use  his  endeavours  to  have  their  pay  up  to  the 
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,  igust  settled  for  and  adjusted  as  soon  as  possi- 

1  men,  from  Colonel  Mansfield's  Regiment,  and 
olonel  Gardiner's,  and  two  from  each  of  the  other 
1  in  the  lines  and  in  Cambridge,  to  be  sent  to 
ain  Frcmcis,  of  Colonel  Mansfield's  Regiment, 
iwitli  employed  in  making  of  bricks  ;  none  but 
ne  acquainted  with  that  service  to  be  sent  upon  it. 
I  Prcscntt,  with  two  Companies  of  his  Regiment, 
to  Sewall's  Point  this  day.  The  Colonel  will 
he  Quartermaster-General  for  the  tents  that  will 
i  for  this  detachment. 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  25,  1775. 


If  til  Oflicers  who  were  sent  upon  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice ari  not  all  returned  to  camp,  they  are  to  be  forthwith 
recallei  and  no  more  men  are  to  be  enlisted  until  further 
orders. 

The  Jompany  late  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Ebcne  r  Utidsey  is  to  join  Colonel  (Voodbridge's  Re- 
giment xs  that  Regiment  has  at  present  only  nine  Com- 
panies. 

As  e  Commander-in-Chief  has  heretofore  ai)proved 
all  thi  sentences  of  the  General  Courts-Martial  which 
have  1  ;n  laid  before  him,  and  thought  himself  happy  in 
agreeii  with  them  in  opinion,  so  will  he  not  now  dis- 
appro'  the  judgment  respecting  Ensign  Joshua  Trofton, 
as  the  'ourt  have  intimated  that  they  were  influenced  by 
some  I, 'Durable  circumstances.  Disobedience  of  orders  is 
amoni  the  first  and  most  atrocious  of  all  military  crimes. 
He  d  ires  that  the  conduct  of  Ensign  Joshua  Trofton 
(howf  er  he  may  have  been  provoked)  may  never  be  drawn 
into  spreccdent,  as  there  are  certain  modes  by  which 
inferii  r  officers  may  obtain  redress  of  grievances,  without 
proceiing  to  any  unjustifiable  acts  of  violence. 

Engn  Joshua  Trofton,  of  the  30th  Regiment  of  Foot, 
in  th  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  commanded  by 
Coloi  1  Scammons,  tried  by  a  General  Court-Martial  for 
"  offe  ig  to  strike  his  Colonel,  and  for  disobedience  of 
order  '  is  found  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  sixth  article  of 
the  Ides  and  Regulations  of  the  Massachusetts  Army, 
and  f  itenced  to  be  confined  to  his  tent  for  three  days. 

A  ieturn,  signed  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  each 
Regi;ent,of  the  Commissioned  Offices  vacant,  distinguish- 
ing t 'ir  names,  rank,  and  by  what  means  vacant.  This 
must  e  delivered  to  the  Adjutant-General,  at  orderly  time, 
to- in  row. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  27,  1775. 
(P^.ml    l„:f,«y.)  (Countersig-n,  £;»oA/;nr.; 

Gieial  Sullivan's  Brigade  to  be  mustered  upon  Mori- 
day  orning  next,  in  the  manner  and  form  directed  by  the 
Genal  Orders  of  the  21st  instant. 

Ilead-Quartora,  Cambridge,  August  28,  1775. 
(Paro  £,,.tra-,;  (drnMeisie",  Fiilmm'hJ 

/  the  extraordinary  duty  necessary  for  some  days  past 
pre  Ills  the  mustering  General  Sullivan's  Brigade  this 
nioiiig,  the  General  appoints  Friday  morning  next 
for  at  purpose,  and  orders  that  Brigade  to  be  relieved 
froi  all  but  the  ordinary  camp  duty  of  their  particular 
ent  npments  Thursday  morning,  that  they  may  have  that 
da\  o  prepare  for  their  mustering. 

..  nothing  is  more  pernicious  to  the  health  of  soldiers, 
nor  uore  certainly  productive  of  the  bloody  flux,  than 
drii;ing  new  cider,  the  General  in  the  most  positive 
maiier  commands  the  entire  disuse  of  the  same,  and  orders 
theiuartermaster-General  tiiis  day  to  publish  adveriise- 
meis,  to  acquaint  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  Dis- 
trici  that  such  of  them  as  are  detected  bringing  new  cider 
int  the  camp  after  Thursday,  the  last  day  of  this  month, 
mr  depend  on  having  their  casks  stove. 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  29,  1775. 
(Pan-,  Georgia.)  (Couiitcrsig;n,  Harvnrd.) 

'or  the  future,  tlie  several   guards  mounted  upon  the 
Gi  eral  Hospitals  are  to  be  reduced  into  one  gup  w  'L\ 
sii-ng  of  one  Subaltern,  three  Sergeants,  three  Coj      ^k 
on  Fife,  and  thirty  Men.     The  officer,  after  seein*  ^*^ 
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sentries  posted,  is  to  receive  his  orders  Irom  DocU  Church, 
Director  of  the  General  Hospital  of  the  Army  olhe  Uni- 
ted Colonies. 

The  Quarterniaster-General  and  Coininissap  jeneral 
are  to  see  strict  regard  paid  to  the  sixth  airu-lc  oi  le  Gen- 
eral Orders  of  the  7th  July  last,  as  toiiiiilainis  re  con- 
tinually making  of  the  badness  of  the  bread  sun  1  to  the 
Regiments. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridgo,  Aiifrast  :,  177.'). 

(Pnrok-,  Irclnnd.)  (CuiilUrr^ig  Khigsloii.) 

One  Field-Officer,  six  Captains,  twelve  Sualterns, 
twelve  Sergeants,  twelve  Corporals,  two  Drums,  to  Fifes, 
and  three  hundred  Soldiers,  from  i/co«/j's  Brigadeand  the 
same  from  the  Cambridge  Brigade,  to  parade  as  sor  as  the 
weather  is  fair,  to  march  to  Ploughed  Hill;  one  urgeon 
and  one  Male  from  each  Brigade,  to  be  pro\ifd  with 
proper  instruments  and  dressings,  are  to  be  riMiy  march 
with  the  above  detachment. 

By  the  Orders  of  the  17th  instant,  Thomas  (Jka  ,  Escp, 
was,  to  the  prejudice  of  Samuel  Brewer,  Esq.,  irough 
mistake,  appointed  to  be  continued  to  do  duty  to  Biiadier- 
General  Thomases  Brigade,  as  Major  of  Brigade,  lis  Ex- 
cellency orders  that  mistake  to  be  rectified,  anc  directs 
Samuel  Brewer  \o  be  continued  to  act  as  Majonf  Bri- 
gade to  Brigadier-General  Thomas.  He  is  to  be  obeyed 
as  sucii. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  3  177r). 

(P:\role,  Loiiihn.)  (CouiiUrsit;!!,     nmaiith.) 

The  Colonels  or  Officers  commanding  of  one  Regi- 
ment of  the  Massachusetts  Forces  are  witliout  4ay  to 
make  out  an  exact  abstract,  for  the  month  oi  Aiust,  of 
the  pay  due  to  the  Commissioned  and  Non-Comusioned 
Officers  and  private  Soldiers  of  each  Regiment,  w  <  were 
effective  in  the  said  Regiment  during  that  month,  ;d  who 
continue  to  be  efTective  in  the  same.  This  absin  ,  must 
be  signed  by  the  Colonel,  or  officer  commandi  each 
Regiment  of  the  Massachusetts  Forces,  and  forihw  i  deli- 
vered by  him  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  to  tlic  i  1  that 
each  of  those  Regiments  may  immediately  be  p  I  one 
month's  pay.  

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  1  77.'>- 
(Parole,  tfnvHnirr}.)  fCouiiU-i%ij;ii.  miio;i'A; 

Complaint  has  been  made  to  the  General  thai  tl  bofly 
of  a  soldier,  of  Colonel  Ji'oodbriclge's  Regiment,  h  been 
taken  from  his  grave  by  persons  unknown.  Thu  '  neral 
and  the  friends  of  the  deceased  are  desirous  of  1  the 
information  that  can  be  given  of  the  perpetrates  f  this 
abominable  crime,  that  he  or  they  may  be  made  an  xam- 
ple,  to  deter  others  from  committing  so  wicked  and  lame- 
ful  an  offence. 

The  magazine  guard,  in  the  rear  of  General  Sii'ran^s 
Brigade,  to  be  relieved  to-morrow  morning  by  the  igade 
posted  in  and  near  Cambridge. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  12  775. 
(Parole,  Portugal.)  (Counti-r"iKii,  .rbeck.) 

Captain  Edward  Crafts,  of  Colonel  Gridhifs  -vegi- 
ment  of  Artillery,  tried  yesterday  by  a  General  ouit- 
Martial,  is  acquitted  of  that  part  of  the  charge  agaii  him 
which  relates  to  "defrauding  of  his  men;"  and  thc.'ourt 
are  also  of  opinion,  that  no  part  of  the  charge  agai  t  the 
prisoner  is  proved, except  that  of"  using  abusive  exprsions 
to  Major  Gridley,"  which  being  a  breacdi  of  the  f  irf  iinth 
article  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Massac  tsclls 
Army,  sentence  the  prisoner  to  receive  a  severe  ie[i  iiaiid 
from  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Artillery,  in  tl  pre- 
sence of  all  the  officers  of  the  Regiment;  and  tha^  e,  "• 
the  same  time,  ask  pardon  of  Major  Gridley  for  i 
abusive  language. 

Lieutenant  Russell,  of  Captain  Symond's  C 
the  Twenty-First  Regiment  of  Foot,  trie'^ 
Court-Marlial  for  "disobedience  of  o- 
acquitted  by  the  Court.     The  G 
ceedings  and  sentence  of  the  a' 


and  in  Captain  Bronghton's  Company,  tried  by  a  General 
Conrt-Martial,  upon  an  appeal  from  a  Regimental  Court- 
Martial.  The  Court  were  unanimously  of  opinion  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Regimental  Court  were  irregular,  and  there- 
fore acquit  the  prisoner. 


Head-Quarters,  C. 


adge,  ! 


The  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Eiperience 
Starrs  was  President,  is  dissolved.  Capt.  Moses  Hart,  of 
the  Twenty-Eighth  Regiment  of  Foot,  tried  by  the  above- 
mentioned  General  Court-Martial,  is  found  guilty  of  "draw- 
ing for  more  provisions  than  he  was  entitled  to,  and  for 
unjustly  confining  and  abusing  his  men  ;"  he  is  unanimously 
sentenced  to  be  cashiered.  The  General  approves  the 
sentence,  and  orders  it  to  take  place  immediately. 

A  detachment,  consisting  of  two  Lieutenant-Colonels, 
two  Majors,  ten  Captains,  thirty  Suballerns,  thirty  Ser- 
geants, thirty  Corporals,  four  Drummers,  two  Filers,  and 
six  hundred  and  seventy-six  Privates,  to  parade  to-morrow 
morning,  at  eleven  o'clock,  upon  the  Common  in  Cam- 
bridge,  lo  go  upon  command  with  Colonel  Arnold,  o(  Con- 
necticut; one  Company  of  Virginia  Riflemen,  and  two 
Companies  from  Colonel  Thompson' s  rennsyhemia  Regi- 
ment of  Riflemen,  to  parade  at  the  same  time  and  place, 


to  join  the  above  detachment.    Tents  and  necessar 


les  pro- 


(Parnli-,  Roxhurij.) 

Benjamin  Chii 


jier  and  convenient  for  the  whole  will  be  supplied  by  the 
Quartermaster-General  immediately  upon  the  detachment 
being  collected.  As  it  is  imagined  the  officers  and  men 
sent  fiom  ihe  Regiments,  both  here  and  at  Bo.iburi/,  will 
be  such  Volunteers  as  are  active  woodsmen,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  batteaus,  so  it  is  recommended  that  none  but 
such  will  offer  themselves  for  this  service.  Colonel  Arnold 
and  the  Adjutant-General  will  attend  upon  the  Common 
in  Cambridge  to-morrow,  in  the  forenoon,  lo  receive  and 
parade  the  detachment.  The  Quartermaster-General  will 
be  also  there,  to  supply  tents,  &.c. 

The  Colonels  and  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Regiments,  who  have  delivered  in  their  pay  ab- 
stracts at  Head-Quarters,  are  immediately  to  applv  to  the 
General  for  his  warrant  upon  the  Paymaster-General, /f»«cs 
Warren,  Es(|.,  for  the  pay  for  the  month  of  August,  agree- 
able to  the  General  Order  of  the  31st  of  last  month. 

As  great  complaints  have  heretofore  been  made  by  the 
men  in  regard  to  their  pay,  the  General  ex|)ecls  the  utmost 
exactness  and  despatch  be  made  in  this  payment. 


Head-Quarters,  fariibndge,  Septcuiber  fi,  1775. 
(P.iri.l,.,  ,Vh,nn,.)  (CounUrMKii,  Bolnigbrokc  ) 

Whereas  a  number  of  pretended  Sutlers,  utterly  disre- 
garding the  good  of  the  service,  sell  liquor  to  every  one 
indiscriminately,  to  the  utter  subversion  of  all  order  and 
good  government,  the  Troops  being  continually  debauched, 
which  causes  them  to  neglect  their  duty,  aiul  to  be  guilty 
of  all  those  crimes  which  a  vicious  ill  habit  naturally  pro- 
duces :  To  prevent  such  evils  from  spreading  in  the  camp, 
no  person  is  for  the  future  to  presume  to  sell  any  stores  or 
liquor  to  the  Troops,  unless  he  be  first  appointed  Sutler  to 
some  Regiment,  by  the  Colonel  or  officer  commanding  the 
same,  who  will  immediately  punish  such  Sutler  for  any 
transgression  of  the  Rules  and  Orders  he  is  directed  to 
observe.  And  if  any  person  nf)t  regularly  authorized  and 
appointetl  shall  presume  to  sell  liquor  or  stores  to  the 
Troops  in  the  camp,  it  is  recommended  to  the  Brigadier- 
General  to  issue  an  order  for  securing  tiieir  ]3eisons  and 
cfll'cts  ;  the  delinquent  to  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of 
a  (Jencral  Court-Martial,  and  his  effects  to  bo  applied  for 
the  reheshmeni  of  the  fatigue-men  and  out-guards  belong- 
'•"-  •■>  |iie  Brigade,  'I'liis  order  is  not  meant  to  extend  to 
pointed  by  Government,  and  who 
ers  to  the  Regiments  for  which 
y  being  subject  to  all  Iiules  and 


le  same  as  if  a 


ited  by 


Head-t^i 


of  the  Regiments  from  Head- 
o  send  invitations  to  the  offl- 
f  requests,  that  for  the  future 
■  the  Officer  of  his  own  guard, 
y,  consider  themselves  invited 
and  this  general  invitation  they 
dingly. 
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lIoid.Quarlers,  Cambridge,  SL-iilciiibcr  ,,  l.,5. 

(Counlfwig:",  Dorchester.) 


therefore,  be  pleased,  in  your  transaction  of  this  matter,  to 

_. _^   _^_  consider  these  seven   vessels  as  a  part  of  the  transports, 

Repeated   complaints  being  made  by  the  Regiinental     and  only  extend  your  care  to  the  remainder.     Whatever 
Surgeons,  that  they  are  not  allowed  proper  necessaries  for     expense  may  have  accrued  in  preparing;  any  vessels  wl-"-'- 


the  u^e  of  the  sick,  before  they  become  fit  objects  for  the 
General  Hospital,  and  the  Director-General  of  the  Hospi- 
tal complains  that,  contrary  to  the  rule  of  every  establish- 
ed Army,  these  Regimental  Hospitals  are  more  expensive 
than  can  be  conceived,  which  plainly  indicates  that  there 
is  either  an  unpardonable  abuse  on  one  side,  or  an  inex- 
cusable neglect  on  the  other :  And  whereas  the  General  is 
exceedingly  desirous  of  having  the  utmost  care  taken  of 
the  sick,  (wherever  placed,  and  in  every  stage  of  their  dis- 
order,)  but  at  the  same  time  is  determined  not  to  suffer 

any  impositions  upon  the  publick,  he  requires  and  orders  i      ■,    ,   r 

that  the  Bri^-adier-Generals,  with  the  Commanding  Officers     acquaint  your  Excellency  that  1  sailed  from  Beverly  last 


h 
will  not  be  necessary  by  tiiis  arrangement,  mui^t  be  carried 
to  the  general  account ;  but  you  will  be  careful  not  to  add 
any  thing  to  it  after  this  comes  to  hand. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  verv  humble  servant, 
J.  RKt;u. 
To  Nnthaniel  Tracy,  Ntichuryport. 


.NICHOLSON    BUOLCiHTON   TO   GKNEUAL  WASIII.NGTON. 
Gloucester,  September  7,  1775. 

May  it  i'i.ease  yoiii  Excellency:   I  beg  leave  to 


of  each  Regiment  in  his  Brigade,  do  sit  as  a  Court  of  In- 
quirv  into  the  causes  of  these  complaints;  and  that  they 
summon  the  Director-General  of  the  Hospital,  and  their 
several  Regimental  Surgeons,  before  them,  and  have  the 
whole  matter  fully  investigated  and  reported.  This  in- 
quiry to  begin  on' the  left  of  the  line  to-morrow,  at  the 
liour  often,  in  General  iSnll{va7i's  Brigade. 

When  a  soldier  is  so  sick  that  it  is  no  longer  safe  or  pro- 
per for  him  to  remain  in  camp,  he  sliould  be  sent  to  the 
General  Hospital.  There  is  no  need  of  Regimental  Hos- 
pitals without  the  camp,  when  there  is  a  General  Hospital 
so  near  and  so  well  appointed. 

Colonel  Thompsoii s  Regiiiieiil  of  Riflemen  to  be  mus- 
tered to-morrow  morning,  at  seven  o'clock.  General 
Green's  Brigade  to  be  mustered  Saturday  morning,  at 
the  same  hour.  Theie  Corps  are  to  be  one  day  oft' duty, 
previous  to  their  being  mustered. 


JOSEPH   REED  TO  BENJAMIN  LINCOLN. 

(Aimj)  at  Cambridge,  Si!pteinl)cr  7,  177  J. 

Siii :   His  Excellency  the  General,  hearing  of  the  arriva 


Tuesday,  at  ten  o'clock,  with  a  fair  wind  ;  proceeded  on 
my  cruise.  On  the  same  day,  about  five  o'clock,  saw  two 
ships  of  war ;  they  gave  me  cliase.  I  made  back  towards 
Cape  Ann,  but  did  not  go  in.  Next  morning  1  saw  a  ship 
under  my  lee  quarter;  she  giving  me  chase,  1  run  into  Cape 
Ann  harbour.  1  went  out  again  that  night,  about  sunset, 
and  stood  to  the  southward.  Next  morning  saw  a  ship 
under  my  lee  quarter;  I  perceived  her  to  be  a  large  ship. 
1  tacked  and  stood  back  for  the  land  ;  soon  after  1  put 
about,  and  stood  towards  her  again,  and  found  her  a  ship 
of  no  force.  I  came  u|i  with  her,  hailed,  and  asked  where 
she  came  from  ;  w;ss  answered,  from  Fiscatacfua,  and  bound 
to  Boston.  I  told  him  he  must  hear  away,  and  go  into 
Cape  Ann  ;  but  being  very  loth,  I  told  him  if  he  did  not 
1  should  fire  on  her.  On  that,  she  bore  away,  and  I  have 
brought  her  safe  into  Cape  Ann  harbour,  and  have  deliver- 
ed the  ship  and  prisoners  into  the  hands  and  care  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Town  of  Gloucester,  and  have 
desired  them  to  send  the  |)risoners,  under  proper  guard,  to 
your  Excellency,  for  further  orders. 

Also,  have  sent  the  Captain  of  the  ship  we  took,  for  your 
Excellency's  examination,  and  I  shall  proceed  immediately 


of  a  quantity  of  powder  and  arms  at  Proi'if/tncc,  despatched     in  the  further  execution  of  your  Excellency's  orders 


And 


am  }our  ii.xcellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Nicholson  Broighton. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Jl'ashington,  Esq.,  Captain- 
General  in  and  over  the  Confederate  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies  in  America. 


one  of  his  Aids-de-Camp  to  purchase  the  whole  importa- 
tion, supposing  it  to  be  private  property.  Messrs.  Clark 
8f  Nightingale,  in  their  letter,  make  use  of  the  following 
expression  :  "  As  our  vessel  is  not  yet  arrived  here,  and  we 
have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  C'aptain's  accounts  with 
respect  to  the  voyage,  we  cannot  ascertain  our  proportion 
of  these  articles — the  Provincial  Congress  o^ Dlassaciiusetts- 
Bay  being  equally  concerned  with  us  in  them,  they  having 
advanced  four  thousand  dollars,  to  which  we  put  the  like 
sum,  to  be  invested  in  military  stores,  if  they  could  be 
procured.  It  will,  therefore,  be  entirely  out  of  our  power 
to  have  this  matter  adjusted  until  the  Captain's  arrival ;  for 
which  reason,  we  must  request  your  Excellency  to  inlorm 
Colonel  Benjamin  Lincoln,  (to  whom  we  write,)  as  he  was 
formerly  one  of  the  Committee  of  Supplies  and  one  of  the  to  approach  the  Throne,  and  with  all  humility  to  offer  an 
Council  of  the  Massachusetts- Bay,  and  the  person  with  address  on  the  unhappy  difl'erence  subsisting  between  the 
whom  wc  contracted,  that  you  have  the  powder  and  lead  Mother  Country  and  your  Majesty's  American  Colonies; 
delivered  you,  and  that  the  arms  and  five  thousand  flints  lamenting,  as  we  do  most  sincerely,  the  loss  of  our  coun- 
will  be  sent  the  first  opportunity,  lor  which  your  Excel-     trymen  who  have  already  fallen  a  sacrifice  in   defence  of 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  MAYOR,  BAILIFFS,  AND  BtRGESSES  OF 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  LEICESTER,  PRESENTED  TO  HIS  MA- 
JESTY BY  JOHN  DARKER,  ESQ.,  ONE  OF  THEIU  REPRE- 
SENTATIVES  IN   PARLIAMENT. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty: 

Sire:  Your  Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  the  Mayor,  Bail- 
ilTs,  and  Burgesses  of  tlie  Borough  of  Leicester,  be"  leave 


lency  will  be  pleased  to  settle  with  them,  as  soon  as  they 
know  the  amount,  which  shall  be  immediately  on  the  Cap- 
tain's arrival." 

In  consequence  of  the  above  letter,  1  am  now,  by  the 
General's  direction,  to  acquaint  you  that  seven  thousand 
two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  pounds  of  powder,  and  six 


measures  extorted  from  the  Parent  State  by  tlie  obstinate 
delusion  of  those  people  who,  from  their  first  settlement  on 
the  Continent  of  America,  have  uniformly  experienced 
protection,  encouragement,  and  defence,  at  the  expense  of 
millions,  and  with  the  repeated  effusions  of  human  blood. 
We  have  not  been  inattentive  to  the  late  Parliamentary 


hundred  weight  two  quarters  three   pounds  of  lead,  have     deliberations  respecting  the  Colonies;  and  whilst  we  view 


been  received  by  the  (Commissary  of  Artilli'ry  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  for  which  he  will  account  with  this  Province, 
whenever  the  papers  will  enaijie  him  so  to  do. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  oliediciit  and  verv  humble  servant, 
'  J.  Reed. 

To  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Lincoln,  lOsq. 


JOSEPH    REED   TO    NATHANIEL  TRACY. 

Cam])  at  Cambridge,  Septombor  7,  1770. 

Sir:  Colonel  Glover  has  just  informed  the  General  that 
there  are  five  vessels  at  Beverly,  and  two  at  \cwbury, 
which  were  fitted  out  for  another  jiurpose,  but  will  answer 
the  present  equally  well,  as  they  are  completely  equipped 
with  platforms,  wood,  water,  8c'c.  It  will  be  a  saving,  both 
in   time    and 


with  full  apj)robalion  the  conduct  of  our  Representatives 
given  in  and  to  those  truly  respectable  majorities,  fully  in- 
formed and  competent  to  decich,  upon  questions  so  impor- 
tant, it  is  matter  of  wonder  to  us  that  any  part  of  our  fel- 
low-subjects, however  small,  should  so  far  be  seduced  by 
prejudice  and  faction,  as  to  aft'ord,  even  in  the  most  distant 
manner,  countenance  to  a  people  declared,  on  the  firmest 
ground,  to  be  in  a  state  of  rebellion. 

Your  Majesty's  clemency  and  justice  we  are  fully  im- 
pressed with,  and  do  not  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  the 
Colonists  will  receive  those  terms,  whenever  a  proper  op- 
portunity occurs,  that  may  be  consistent  with  the  dignity 
and  welfare  of  the  Mother  Country  to  oft'er,  and  such  as 
may  be  accepted  with  security  and  advantage  by  those 
who  have  shown  a  disposition  to  ofipose,  with  the  utmost 


cpciisc,  to  make  use  of  these.      You  will,     violence,  the  legislative  power  o(  Great  Britain; 


but 
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cannot  refrain  from  expressing  our  wishes  tiiat,  if  their  pre- 
sent contumacy  siiould  continue,  your  Majesty  may  adopt 
such  measures  as  will  convince  them  "  that  the  sword  is 
not  home  in  vain,"  and  that  inclination,  not  means,  has 
hitherto  been  wanting  to  ensure  that  attachment  and  obe- 
dience to  this  Country  which  might  reasonably  have  been 
expected  as  the  fair  result  of  gratitude  and  interest.  To 
accomplish  this  necessary  end,  and  in  defence  of  our  happy 
Constitution,  your  Majesty  may  at  all  limes  be  assured  of 
our  best  assistance. 

Given   under  our  common  seal,  this  eighth  day  of  -SV^)- 
tcmbtr,  one  thousand  seven  luuidred  and  seventy-five. 
Samuel  Oliver,  Mayor. 


NLW-YOUK   FlUEMEN  TO   THE   I'llOVINClAL  CONnRESS. 

New-York,  ScpteiiibL-r  8,  177.1. 
Gentlemen:  We,  firemen  of  the  City  of  New-York, 
beg  leave  to  lay  our  state  and  condition  before  you  ;  that  we 
cannot  serve  two  masters — to  be  drawn  out  in  the  military 
service,  and  to  tend  our  fire-engines.  We  desire  the  same 
privilege  as  is  granted  to  us  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature. 
We  are  willing  to  serve  as  firemen;  and  if  a  general 
attack  should  be  made  upon  our  City,  we  are  willing  and 
ready  to  be  drawn  out  with  the  rest  of  the  citizens  ;  and  if  that 
is  not  agreeable  to  the  honourable  Congress,  we  must  hiy 
down  firemaiiship  and  turn  out  as  soldiers. 

We,  the  subscribers,   are   olficers   and    foremen   of  the 
several  engines. 

Peter  Bogert,  Theo.  Hardenrrooic, 

Wm.  Hardenbrook,  George  Stanton, 
Charles  Phillys,     Isaac  Mead, 
GijiLLn^M  Varick,      Wm.  J.  Ellsworth. 
Andrew  Bell, 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress. 


general    SCHUYLER    TO    JOHN    HANCOCK. 
[Read  Septonibor  la,  1775.] 

IsIe-aux-Noix,  September  8,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  General  Montgomery,  having  received  the 
enclosed  information  on  the  25th  ultimo,  and  being  justly 
apprehensive  that  the  eneiny's  armed  vessels  might  get 
into  the  lake,  unless  an  immediate  movement  was  made  to 
this  place,  resolved  to  proceed  with  what  force  he  could 
carry,  of  which  he  advised  me  by  express,  which  I  received 
at  Albany,  where  1  was  attending  at  the  Indian  conference 
on  Sunday,  the  27th  ultimo.  1  arrived  very  much  indis- 
posed at  Ticonderoga  on  the  30th,  and  left  it  on  the  31st, 
after  having  given  the  proper  orders  for  bringing  up  the 
artillery,  &c.,  &ic.  On  the  4th  instant,  I  joined  General 
Montgomery  at  hle-Ja-Mottc,  where  he  had  arrived  the 
preceding  day,  having  been  detained  by  adverse  winds 
and  rainy  weather.  On  that  day  we  moved  on,  and  arrived 
at  this  place;  and,  agreeable  to  a  request  that  had  been 
made  us,  we  fired  three  cannon,  to  give  notice  to  the  Ca- 
nadians of  our  arrival,  who  were  to  collect  on  the  occasion. 
On  the  5th,  I  drew  a  declaration,  (copy  of  which  is  en- 
closed,) and  sent  it  amongst  the  inhabitants  ;  and  as  we 
judged  that  going  to  St.  .John's  weak  as  we  were,  (our 
numbers  not  exceeding  one  thousand,)  might  have  a  good 
effect  on  the  Canadians,  and  encourage  them  to  join  us, 
we  resolved  upon  the  measure,  and  accordingly  landed 
our  provisions,  baggage,  Jkc,  and  early  on  the  Gth  ein- 
barked,  and  without  any  obstruction  proceeded  towards 
St.  Jolin's.  When  we  arrived  in  sight  of,  and  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  two  miles,  the  enemy  began  a  fire  from  their 
fortress,  but  without  doing  any  damage;  we  approached 
lialf  a  mile  nearer,  and  then  landed,  without  opposition,  in 
a  close  deep  swamp.  After  being  formed,  we  marched  in 
the  best  order  we  could,  in  grounds  marshy  and  covered 
with  woods,  in  order  to  approach  and  reconnoitre  the  for- 
tresses. Major  Hobby  and  Captain  Mead,  of  the  Connec- 
ticut forces,  being  on  the  left,  and  a  little  advanced,  were 
attacked  in  crossing  a  creek  by  a  jiarty  of  Indians,  from 
whom  they  received  a  heavy  fire;  but  our  troops  gallantly 
pressing  on  them,  they  soon  gave  way  and  left  us  the 
ground.  In  this  rencounter  we  lost  a  Sergeant,  a  Corporal, 
and  three  Privates  killed,  one  missing,  and  eight  wounded, 
three  of  whom  are  since  dead.  Besides  these,  Major 
Hobby  was  shot  through  the  thigh,  but  not  dangerously  ; 


and  Cajitaiu  ]]Icad  received  a  slight  wound  tlirough  the 
shoulder,  as  did  Lieutenant  Brown  in  the  hand.  Our  sur- 
viving wounded  are  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery.  Night  now 
coming  on,  wo  drew  our  men  together,  and  cast  up  a  small 
intrenchment  to  defend  ourselves  in  case  of  an  attack  in 
the  night. 

In  the  evening,  a  gentleinan,  whose  name  I  am  not  at 
liberty  to  conmiit  to  paper,  came  to  me,  and  gave  me  the 
following  account.  That  there  were  no  regular  troops  in 
Canada  but  the  twenty-sixth  Regiment ;  that  all  these,  ex- 
cept fifty  at  Montreal,  were  at  St.  Jolin's  and  Chambly  ;  that 
there  were  then  at  St.  .lohn's  about  one  hundred  Indians ; 
that  there  was  a  considerable  body  with  Col.  Johnson  ;  that 
the  fortifications  were  complete  and  strong,  and  plentifully 
furnished  with  cannon  ;  that  the  vessel  was  launched,  and 
had  one  mast  in,  and  the  other  ready  to  raise;  that  she 
woulfl  be  ready  to  sail  in  three  or  four  days,  and  is  to  carry 
sixteen  guns;  that  he  does  not  believe  our  Army  will  be 
joined  by  one  Canadian ;  that  they  wish  to  be  neuter  upon 
the  occasion  ;  but  if  we  should  penetrate  into  Canada  it 
would  not  displease  them,  provided  their  persons  and  pro- 
perties were  safe,  and  we  paid  ihem  in  gold  and  silver  for 
what  we  had  ;  that,  in  the  situation  we  were  in,  he  judged 
it  would  be  imiirudent  to  attack  St.  John's,  and  advised  us 
to  send  some  parlies  among  the  inhabitants,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Army  to  retire  to  Isle-aux-]Soix,  from 
whence  we  might  have  an  intercourse  with  La  Prairie. 

He  told  me  that  in  the  afternoon's  en'^ragement  five 
Indians  were  killed  and  four  badly  wounded,  besides  seve- 
ral others  the  condition  of  whose  wounds  he  did  not  know, 
and  Captain  I'ycc,  oi'Johnstoivn,  who  was  wounded  in  the 
belly. 

On  the  7th,  in  the  morning,  having  been  undisturbed 
through  the  night,  excepting  by  a  few  shells,  which  did  no 
other  damage  than  slightly  wounding  Lieutenant  Mills,  I 
called  a  council  of  war  of  all  the  Field-Officers  present, 
to  whom  I  communicated  the  information  I  had  received. 
I  enclose  a  copy  of  their  opinion,  which  being  perfectly 
consonant  to  my  own,  I  immediately  ordered  the  Troops 
to  endjark,  and  are  retired  to  this  place  without  any 
molestation,  where  we  propose  to  secure  ourselves  in  the 
best  manner  we  can,  so  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
going  up  the  lake,  and  also  to  enable  us  to  take  the  ad- 
vantai'e  of  any  events  that  may  happen  in  Canada,  from 
whence  I  hope  to  hear  in  a  day  or  two  fiom  Colonel  Allen 
and  Major  Brown,  who  went  to  deliver  my  declaration. 

I  cannot  estimate  the  obligations  I  lie  under  to  General 
Montgomery,  for  the  many  important  services  he  has  done 
and  daily  does,  in  which  he  has  had  little  assistance  from 
me,  as  I  have  not  enjoyed  a  moment's  health  since  I  left 
Fort  George,  and  am  now  so  low  as  not  to  be  able  to  hold 
the  pen.  Should  we  not  be  able  to  do  any  thing  decisively 
in  Canada,  I  shall  judge  it  best  to  move  from  this  place, 
which  is  a  very  wet  and  unhealthy  part  of  the  Country, 
unless  1  receive  your  orders  to  the  contrary. 

The  slooj)  we  hear  is  in  the  river,  and  has  on  board, 
besides  provisions  and  other  stores,  three  pieces  of  field- 
artillery  and  two  mortars  ;  and  we  are  joined  by  three  hun- 
dred Connecticut  Troops,  and  four  hundred  Yorkers,  so 
that  we  are  about  seventeen  hundred  strong,  with  five 
pieces  of  cannon  and  two  mortars. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect  and 
esteem,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  &c. 

Charlotte  County,  ss. 

Peter  Griffin,  soldier  in  Captain  Babcock's  Company, 
and  C o\QV\e\  Easlon's  Regiinent,  saith  that  on  Saturday, 
the  12th  instant,  he  set  out  {tomCrown  Point,  with  Lieu- 
tenant Watson,  on  a  scout  down  Lake  Champlain;  that  on 
Sunday  last  he  fell  in  with  Captain  Remember  Baker,  in 
the  Schooner  Liberty ;  that  he  was  chosen  by  Captain 
Baker  to  go  with  hiin  to  Canada;  that  on  Monday  last,  at 
daylight,  lie,  with  a  little  St.  Francois  Indian,  was  landed 
by  Captain  Baker  a  little  below  II  indmili  Point,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  Sorel;  that  from  thence  they  pro- 
ceeded on  the  west  side  of  the  river  to  a  place  at  St.  John's 
about  five  hundred  paces  from  the  fortifications  in  the  woods, 
where  they  arrived  at  about  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  : 
that  ho  saw  the  intrenchment  to  the  south  side  of  the  ves- 
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sels  there  building,  with  four  or  five  cannon  mounted,  front- 
ini^  to  the  river;  lliat  he  saw  two  vessels  on  the  stocks 
there;  that  he  saw  the  whole  broadside  ol"  one,  the  length 
whereof  appeared  to  be  between  til'ty  and  sixty  feet;  that 
he  supposed  the  vessel  was  nearly  ready  for  launching; 
that  she  was  planked  up  to  the  wales,  and  pitched  black  ; 
that  the  other  vessel  was  chiefly  covered  by  the  vessel 
last  nioniioned,  so  that  he  could  see  nothing  more  than 
about  four  feet  of  her  bow,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
planked  ;  that  he  remained  there  till  next  niorniiii; ;  that  to 
the  best  of  his  judgment  he,  with  the  Indian,  lay  that  night 
about  ten  rods  from  the  sentinel  of  the  Regulars  placed  near 
the  woods,  and  at  break  of  day  they  retired  towards  the  place 
where  they  were  landed  near  IVimlmill  Point ;  that  on  their 
return,  in  walking  on  the  beach  towards  (VindmilL  Point, 
they  saw  ten  Indians  coming  in  a  canoe  from  the  east  side 
of  the  river  towards  them,  upon  which  they  retired  into 
the  woods,  and  about  four  miles  to  the  south  of  the  place 
where  thev  saw  the  Indians  they  again  came  to  the  lake, 
and  that  they  arrived  nearly  opposite  flindmill  Point  at 
night,  and  lodged  at  the  bouse  of  one  Fimlagh,  and  the 
next  morning  the  Indian's  father  brought  them  on  board 
the  schooner,  and  from  thence  the  deponent  came  down  to 
Crown  Point  on  TInirsdaij,  the  2-llh  instant ;  that  Captain 
Baker,  after  leaving  the  deponent  and  the  Indian,  proceeded 
down  the  river  Sircl,  in  a  boat,  to  the  Isk-aiix-JSoij:,  and 
did  determine  to  intercept  the  scouts  of  the  Regulars  there, 
and  was  aNo  there  to  have  taken  on  board  the  deponent 
and  the  Indian;  but  that  they,  being  pursued  by  the  In- 
dians abovcujenlioned,  were  obliged  to  proceed  further  up 
the  lake  ;  that  the  Indian  left  the  deponent  at  li'indmill- 
Bay ;  that  he  seemed  exceedingly  anxious  for  Captain 
Baker's  safety;  and  that  he,  together  with  his  father,  deter- 
mined to  go  down  the  river  in  a  canoe  to  the  Islc-aux- 
Noii,  to  Captain  Baker,  the  next  day;  that  the  French  and 
English  inhabitants  along  the  lake  are  very  impatient  to 
have  the  Army  down  the  lake ;  that  they  declared  their 
willingness  to  supply  tlie  Army  to  their  utmost  with  greens 
and  sauce  ;  that  they  are  almost  starving  for  want  of  other 
provisions. 

The  above  examin'ilion  taken  at  Ticonderoga,  the  iiolh 
day  of  August,  1775,  before  the  Honourable  Bichard 
Montgomery,  Esq.,  Brigadier-General,  by  Richard  fa- 
rick,  private  Secretary  to  Major-General  S'chuykr. 


TO  THE   INHAlilTANTS   OF   CANADA. 

Islc-aux.Noix,  September  5,  1775. 

FiiiENns  AND  CouNTRYiMEN  :  Tlic  various  causes  that 
have  drove  tlie  ancient  British  Colonies  in  America  to  arms 
have  been  so  fully  set  forih  in  the  several  petitions,  pa|)ers, 
letters,  and  declarations,  jjublished  by  the  Grand  Congress, 
that  our  Canadian  brethren  (at  the  extirpation  of  whose 
liberty  as  well  as  ours  the  nefarious  schemes  of  a  cruel 
Ministry  directly  tend)  cannot  fail  of  being  informed  there- 
of, and  pleased  that  the  Grand  Congress  have  ordered  an 
Army  into  Canada,  to  expel  from  thence,  if  possible,  those 
British  Troops,  which,  now  acting  under  the  orders  of  a 
despolick  INIinislry,  would  wish  to  enslave  theircountrymeii. 
This  measure,  necessary  as  it  is,  the  Congress  would  not 
have  entered  on,  but  in  the  fullest  confidence  that  it  would 
be  perfectly  agreeable  to  you  ;  for,  judging  of  your  feelings 
by  their  own,  they  couki  not  conceive  that  any  thing  but 
the  force  of  necessity  could  induce  you  tamely  to  bear  the 
insult  and  ignominy  that  is  daily  imposed  on  you,  or  that 
you  could  calmly  sit  by,  and  see  those  chains  forging  which 
are  intended  to  bind  you,  your  posterity,  and  ours,  in  one 
common  and  eternal  slavery;  to  secure  you  and  ourselves 
from  such  a  dreadful  bondage,  to  prevent  the  effects  that 
might  follow  from  the  Ministerial  Troops  remaining  in  Ca- 
nada, to  restore  to  you  those  rights  which  every  subject  of 
the  British  Empire,  from  the  highest  to  the  very  lowest 
order,  or  whatever  his  religious  sentiments  may  be,  is  enti- 
tled to,  are  the  only  views  of  the  Congress.  In  these 
sentiments,  you  will  readily  believe  that  they  have  given 
me  the  most  positive  orders  to  cherish  every  Canadian, 
and  every  friend  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  sacredly  to 
guard  their  property;  and  such  is  the  confidence  I  have  in 
the  good  disposition  of  my  Army,  that  I  do  not  believe  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  punish  a  single  offence  of  this  kind. 
A  treaty  of  friendship  has  just  been  concluded  with  the 


Six  Nations,  at  Albany.  I  am  furnished  with  an  ample 
present  for  their  Caghnawaga  brethren  and  the  other 
Canada  tribes.  If  any  of  them  have  lost  their  lives,  I  sin- 
cerely lament  the  loss  ;  it  was  done  contrary  to  orders,  and 
by  scoundrels  ill-affected  to  our  glorious  cause  ;  and  1  shall 
lake  great  pleasure  in  burying  the  dead,  and  wiping  away 
the  tears  of  their  surviving  relations,  which  you  will  com- 
municate to  them.  .  i;>  c  c         t 

I'mi.ip  ScuuYLKK,  &ic.,  kc. 


At  a  Council  of  \Var  held  at  the  Camp  ncarSt.Johri's, 
September  1,  1775,  Present:  Major-General  Schuyler, 
Brigadier-General  j)7o?(7iCo;ner(/,  (.'olonel  H'atcrbury,  Fifth 
Regiment  of  Co?i»c(f/ti/J  Troops;  Lieutenant-Colonel  IVhi- 
iing,  the  same  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bitzema,  First  Regi- 
ment York  Troops. 

Having  taken  into  consideration  the  slate  of  the  enemy's 
vessel  pierced  for  sixteen  guns,  and  in  f^jch  forwardness 
as  in  all  probability  to  be  in  readiness  to  sail  in  four  days, 
it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  be  indispensably  necessary 
to  take  measures  for  preventing  her  entrance  into  the  lake. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Council  that  this  could  only  be 
effected  at  the  Isle-aux-Noix,  the  weak  state  of  our  artil- 
lery affording  no  prospect  of  silencing  the  enemy's  guns, 
under  the  protection  of  which  they  are  now  rigging  her. 

It  was  therefore  resolved  to  return  without  delay  to  the 
Isle-aux-Noix,  throw  a  boom  across  the  channel,  and  erect 
the  proper  works  for  its  defence,  there  wait  for  certain 
intelligence  touching  the  intentions  of  the  Canadians,  and 
when  re-enforced  send  a  strong  detachment  into  the  Coim- 
try  by  land,  should  the  Canadians  fa\our  such  a  tlesign. 

Islc-nux-Noix,  (12  niilfs  from  St.  John's,)  Sept.  8,  1773. 
We  embarked  on  Monday,  2Sth  of  August,  and  pro- 
ceeded from  Ticonderoga  to  Croun  Point;  there  we  en- 
camped until  Wednesday ;  from  thence,  went  down  the  lake, 
to  a  place  called  ll'ilsborough,  where  w'e  tarried  that  night ; 
in  the  morning  ])roceeded  on  our  passage  to  a  place  near 
that,  called  the  Four  Brothers;  from  thence,  to  the  Llt- 
la-Molte,  where  we  remained  until  the  Second  Division 
came  up;  from  the  Isle-la- Muttc  we  proceeded  to  the 
Isle-aux-Noix ;  having  staid  there  one  day,  went  to  .SV. 
John's,  and  were  kindly  saluted  with  bombs  and  cannon 
from  the  fortifications.  We  immediately  landed,  lo  in- 
trench ourselves  within  about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  fori ; 
but  no  sooner  had  we  landed,  than  we  were  attacked  by  a 
body  oi  Indians  and  Regulars,  who  lay  in  ambush  for  us. 
We  lost  four  soldiers  on  the  spot.  Three  more  were  mor- 
tally wounded,  who  died  in  about  four  hours.  Seven 
others  were  wounded,  among  whom  are  two  officers,  Major 
Hobby  and  Captain  Meade.  We  drove  the  enemy  off,  but 
thought  it  prudent  to  return  to  the  Isle-aux-Noix  until  our 
artillery  could  come  up.  We  are  determined  to  attack 
them  shortly,  and  a  bloody  engagement  must  ensue,  as  they 
are  very  strongly  fortified,  and  a  number  of  Johnson's  In- 
dians are  among  them.      We  have  a  few  with  us. 


CON.NECTRLT   COMMlTTKr.   OF   SAFETY. 

.Mon.l;.y,  .Sq.ttmbor  4,  177.5. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Governour,  Sec,  present: 

His  Honour  the  CJovernour,  Jabcz  Huntington,  Samuel 
Huntington,  U'illiam  ll'iUiams,  Nathaniel  IVales,  Jcde- 
diah  Eldcrkin,  Joshua  II  est,  and  Benjamin  Huntington, 
Esquires. 

i'he  Governour  laid  before  us  a  request  and  desire  o. 
the  honourable  General  Assembly  of  the  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  communicateil  by  the  Hon.  James  Otis,  President  of 
the  (Council,  representing  that  their  Jails  are  generally 
crowded  with  Prisoners,  &,c.,  and  moving  for  liberty  to 
send  some  of  their  Prisoners  into  this  Colony,  and  for  di- 
rection where,  &c.  And  in  consideration  of  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case, 

It  is  Agreed  and  lirsolved.  That  although  wc  have 
many  Prisoners  from  the  Northward,  and  much  burdened 
many  ways,  and  are  very  greatly  in  advance,  yet,  from  our 
great  affection  to  the  common  cause,  this  Board  do  not 
refuse  to  receive  some  of  the  Prisoners  referred  to,  but 
depend  that  said  Assembly  will  also  apply  lo  Rhode-Island 
and  New- Hampshire  Assemblies  or  Conventions,  for  iha 
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same  purpose,  and  send  as  sparingly  to  us  as  may  be ;  and 
tliose  who  may  be  sent,  in  pursuance  of  this  license,  shall 
be  received  in  the  Counties  of  Hartford  and  (iimlham, 
for  the  present,  and  until  this  Council  shall  determine 
otherwise. 

Colonel  Saltonstall  and  Captain  Dcshon,  Committee 
from  Neiv-London,  and  Major  Smith  and  Captain  I'almcr, 
Committee  from  Stonington,  were  present — the  latter 
moving  to  have  some  of  the  Companies  now  at  New-Lon- 
don stationed  at  Stonington,  as  tliey  have  been  lately  at- 


On  motion  and  consideration, 

I'ottd,  That  the  three  Companies  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  If'tl/b,  now  at  Greenwich,  be  removed  to  Nem- 
Hnven,  there  to  erect  such  works  of  defence  and  intrench- 
ment,  at  Five  Mile  Foint  or  elsewhere,  as  shall  be  directed 
and  thought  best  by  Colonel  ft'cbLnnd  Lieutenant-Colonel 
S.  Hall,  they  taking  such  advice  as  they  shall  think  pro- 
per, so  as  to  make  no  further  expense  to  the  Colony, 
saving  and  on  condition  that  if  the  present  report  of  Troops 
cominr;  to  iVeJc- I'ori' should  appear  to  said  Colonel  H'ebb, 


tacked  and  fired  upon,  &ic.     Both  Committees  ask  that     on  receiving  these  orders,  to  be  probably  true,  that  he  do 


some  works  may  be  made,  for  defence,  &ic. 

Also,  his  Honour  the  Deputy  Governour,  in  behalf  of 
ihe  Town,  by  a  Letter,  moves  to  have  some  of  the  Sol- 
diers sent  to  Lyme,  as  they  are  in  danger,  &;c.  And,  on 
consideration,  it  is 

t'oted  and  Ordered,  That  one  Company  (viz  :   Captain 


not  remove  h-om  his  present  station  without  further  orders. 

Moved  and  Agreed,  That  if  General  IVashingion  should 
apply,  as  is  expected,  for  some  of  the  three  tons  of  Powder 
lately  imported  by  Mr.  Shaw,  for  the  Colony,  that  he  may 
be  fLU'nished  with  not  exceeding  one  ton  of  it. 

Moved,  That  whereas  this  Colony  is  very  greatly  in  ad- 


Roiuke's)  be  sent  to  Lyme,  and,  under  the  direction  of  the     vance,  both  of  Men  and  Money,  for  and  in  support  of  the 


Deputy  Governour  and  civil  authority  of  that  Town,  keep 
up  and  maintain  proper  Watches  and  Guards,  in  such  man- 
ner and  places  as  they  shall  direct,  for  the  present. 

And  on  the  request  from  Stonington, 

Ordered,  That  two  Companies  (viz :  Captain  Host- 
vncVs  and  Captain  Tyler's)  and  the  part  of  a  Company 


grand  cause  of  American  Liberty:  And  whereas  the  hon- 
ourable Congress  of  the  United  Colonies  have  wisely  and 
equitably  resolved  that  the  whole  expense  of  supporting 
and  defending  the  same  should  be  borne  and  defrayed  by 
said  United  Colonies  in  proper  and  just  proportion,  and 
have  emitted  a  Continental  Currency,  for  and  towards  de- 


under  Captain-Lieutenant  Hubbard,  be  stationed  for  the  fraying  said  expenses ;  and  this  Colony  having  also  lent 

present  at  or  near  5'^o?i«'7?^<ort  Harbour,  and  that  the  rest  and  advanced  the  sum  of  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds,  lawful 

of  the  Companies  remain  at  New-London,  under  Major  money  of  New-England,  at  the  rate  of  six  Shillings  for 

Latimer;  and  that,  at  both  said  places,  the  soldiers  make  one  Spanish  milled  Dollar,  to  Major-General  Schuyler,  at 

such  intrenchments  and   works  of  defence,  and   in   such  the  request  and  on  the  credit  of  Congress;  and  that  we 

place  and  manner,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  civil  autho-  stand  in  great  need  of  the  same,  and  of  a  further  supply, 

rity  and  Field-Olficers  within  those  Towns  and  limits.  towards  reimbursing  the  lai'ge  sums  by  them  expended  and 

Orders  were  made  out,  and  forwarded  to  Major  Lali-  expending  in  the  premises.     That  it  is  proper  and  reason- 

tner,  to  dispose  the  men,  and  give  the  necessary  orders  and  able  to  apply  to  said  Congress,  at  this  time,  for  the  sum  of 

directions  accordingly.  Fifty  Thousand  Pounds  of  said  Continental  Currency,  at 

On  information,  by  letter,  from  Major  Latimer,  that  one  the  aforesaid  rate,  and  also  for  the  sum  lent  Major-General 

of  the  Vessels  lately  taken  by  Captain   fVallace,  of  the  Schuyler,  as  aforesaid  ;  and  said  first  sum  towards  reim- 

Rose,  man-of-war,  &,c.,  at  Stonington,  was  by  stress  of  bursing  the  overplus  of  this  Colony's  proportion  by  them 

weather  drove  back  to  New-London,  with  one  white  man,  already  expended  in  the  common  cause  and  defence,  as 

a  petty  officer,  and  three  negroes  on  board,  and  were  in  his  aforesaid.     And  on  consideration, 

custody,  and  asking  directions  how  to  dispose  of  them,  &,c.  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  this  Board,  in  behalf  of  this 
And  by  other  information  it  appears  that  two  of  the  negroes  Colony,  will  apply  to  the  Congress  of  said  United  Colo- 
belong  to  Deputy  Governour  Cooke,  of  Rhode- Island,  and  nies,  convened  at  Fliiladelphia,  for  the  said  two  sums  of 
^\•ere  lately  seized  and  robbed  from  him,  with  and  on  board  Fifty  Thousand  Pounds  and  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds, 
a  vessel,  by  said  Wallace,  and  that  the  other  belonged  to  currency,  and  for  the  purpose  as  aforesaid.  And,  there- 
one  Captain  Collins.     And,  on  consideration,  upon,  this  Board  do  appoint,  request,  and  authorize  JVilliam 

Voted  and  Ordered,  Tlial  the  Major  give  information  to  IVilliams  and  Nathaniel  Wales,  Esquires,  Members  of  their 
the  owner  of  the  vessel,  and,  on  his  request,  deliver  her  body,  taking  with  them  Mr.  Livingston's  receipt  for  said 
up  to  him,  and  send  the  white  man  to  the  jail  at  Wind-  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds,  lent  as  aforesaid,  to  repair  with 
ham,  and  the  three  negroes  to  the  care  of,  and  to  be  em-  all  convenient  speed  to  the  said  Congress  at  Fhiladelphia, 
ployed  for  the  present  by.  Captain  Niles,  at  Norwich,  who  and  in  behalf  of  this  Colony  to  apply  to  them  for,  and  re- 
is  fixing  out  a  small  Armed  Vessel,  &,c.,  until  the  Govern-  quest  and  receive  said  sums  of  Fifty  Thousand  and  Fifteen 
our  shall  advise  Deputy  Governour  Cooke  of  the  matter.  Thousand  Pounds,  currency,  and  for  the  use  aforesaid  ; 
that  they  may,  on  proper  notice,  be  returned  to  their  and  having  received  the  same,  to  give  up  said  iyJDj)!^s<o«'.s, 
owners.  and  pass  their  own  proper  receipt,  accordingly,  which  shall 

Motion,  that  our  Sick  in  the  Camp  have  reason,  and  be  received  and  acknowledged  as  good  and  valid,  for  any 

much  complain  of  their  usage,  Sic.     The  matter  much  sum  not  exceeding  the  sum  requested,  and  the  money  so 


discussed;  but  it  being  difficult  to  know,  &,c.,  and  time 
failing,  no  certain  conclusion  was  had  concerning  them. 
And  the  Meeting  was  adjourned  to  Friday,  8th  instant. 

Friday,  September  8,  177j. 

At  a  Meeting,  as  before,  present : 

His  Honour  the  Governour,  Honourable  Deputy  Go- 
vernour Griswolil,  Jabcz  Hwitin<;ton,  Samuel  Hunting- 
ton, William  Williams,  Nathaniet Wales,  Jcdediah  Elder- 
kin,  Joshua  West,  and  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esquires. 

Ezekiel  Willinms,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Committee  to  fix  out 
the  Armed  Brig  Minerva,  he,  moving  to  have  the  officers     quantity  necessary,  he.   And,  on  consideration,  it  is  thought 
all  appointed,  as  she  is  nearly  ready,  he.    And  this  Board     necessary  and  fit  for  the  safety  of  the  Colony  tliat  said  fur- 
do  appoint  .fames  Hopkins  First  Lieutenant,  instead  of    ther  sum  should  be  advanced. 

Horsey,  who  has  declined  ;  Ithiel  Tinker  Second         And  Voted,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Council  direct  the 

Lieutenant,  in  the  room  of  said  Hopkins;  Andretv  Je/ion-     Committee  of  the  Pay  Table  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for 
nor  Steward,  in  room  of  T»»o<A)/L«n-«6e,  failed  :  William     the  sum  of  Two  Thousand  Pounds,  for  said  Nathaniel 


received  lodge  with  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  taking 
his  receipt  therefor. 

And  further  Voted,  That  in  case  they,  or  either  of  them, 
shall  fail  of  undertaking  said  service,  his  Honour  the  Gov- 
ernour appoint  some  other  person  or  persons  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  with  the  same  authority. 

Thomas  Shaiv,  present,  brings  Letters  from  Nathaniel 
Shaw,  and  to  him,  and  sundry  Papers  relative  to  the  arti- 
cle of  Gunpowdei',  which  he  was  employed  and  empowered 
to  procure  for  the  Colony,  &c.,  and  moving  for  the  sum  of 
Two  Thousand  Pounds  more,  to  enable  him  to  procure  the 


i'/Mm?nei;  Master;  JVilliam  JVarncr}s\vi\.e;  Benjamin  Cran 
ston.  o{  Providence,  Gunner. 

And  Ordered,  That  she  be  supplied  with  five  barrels  of 
Powder,  and  Ball  suitable,  from  New-London,  to  be  de- 
livered at  Saybrook,  and  three  hundred  weight  of  Lead 
from  Weathersfield. 

Then  a  large  number  of  Letters,  Sec,  read  and  con- 
sidered, he. 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi.  43 


Shaw,  for  the  use  aforesaid,  taking  his  receipt  to  account 
for  the  same. 

And  then  Tooled,  That  the  fifty  stands  of  Arnii  lately 
impoited  by  said  Shaw,  for  the  Colony,  be  lodged  in  the 
care  of  Colonel  .labe:  Huntington,  at  I\'orivich,  and  to  be 
delivered  out,  as  occasion  may  require,  only  by  order  of 
his  Honour  the  Governour. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Jabez  Huntington  be  desii-ed  to 
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inquire  about  twelve  Blunderbusses  brought  in  by  the 
master  of  tiie  vessel  wlio  lately  brought  in  the  three  tons 
of  Powder,  on  account  of  said  Nathaniel  Shaw,  for  tlie 
Colony,  and,  if  to  be  had  at  a  reasonable  rate,  purchase 
the  same  for  the  use  of  the  Colony's  Armed  Vessel  the 
SjJi/,  under  command  of  Captain  j\iles. 

A  number,  about  one  hundred  and  eighty,  old  Gun  Bar- 
rels being  lately  sent  to  his  Honour,  from  Croicn  Point, 
by  General  Schuyler,  this  Board  ajipoint  Mr.  David  Trum- 
bull to  procure  them  to  be  supplied  with  Locks,  Slocks, 
&:c.,  and  fitted  for  use. 

Allowed,  on  motion  by  Robert  Patrick,  who  brought 
said  Gun  Barrels,  the  sum  of  nine  Pounds  for  said  service, 
and  ordered  the  Clerk  to  draw  for  the  same  on  the  Pay 
Table. 

Voted,  on  motion.  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay 
Table,  for  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds,  in  favour  of 
Captain  Robert  Niles,  of  the  Armed  Vessel  or  Schooner 
Spy,  fixing  out  at  Aoru-ich,  to  be  improved  for  the  expenses 
of  fixing  the  same,  and  i)aying  the  wages  of  the  men,&ic., 
if  any  surplus  there  be  ;  he  giving  his  receipt  for  the  same, 
and  proper  bond  for  proper  disposition  of  said  sum,  and 
whatever  money  he  may  receive  in  capacity  of  Captain  of 
said  Vessel  or  Schooner,  and  well  accounting  for  the  same. 

And  the  Council  was  dismissed. 


TO  THE   PUBLICK. 

Weston,  September  8,  1775. 

Having  been  acquainted  by  the  Gentlemen  the  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence  in  Weston  with  some  uneasiness  ari- 
sing in  the  minds  of  people,  from  the  conduct  of  myself  and 
family  upon  fast  day,  the  iiOlh  of  last  Juhj,  and  having  a 
desire  to  live  in  good  fellowship  with  every  friend  Xo  Ame- 
rican liberty,  1  beg  leave  publickly  to  declare,  that  the  part 
1  bore  in  those  transactions  that  gave  offence  was  dictated 
solely  by  the  principles  of  religion  and  humanity,  with  no 
design  of  displeasing  any  one,  and  that  I  am  soi  ry  it  was,  in 
the  eyes  of  one  of  my  fellow-countrymen,  attended  with  any 
disgusting  circumstances.  As  it  has  been  suspected  that  I 
despised  the  day,  and  the  authority  that  appointed  it,  I 
must,  in  justice  to  myself,  and  from  the  love  of  truth, 
affirm,  that  I  very  highly  respect  and  revere  that  authority, 
and,  were  it  not  for  the  appearance  of  boasting,  could  add, 
that  1  believe  no  person  observed  it  with  greater  sincerity 

than  .       T~, 

Asa  Dunbar. 

The  Gentlemen  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of 
Weston  and  Sudbury,  (Massachusetts,)  having  taken  into 
consideration  the  above  declaration  of  the  Rev.  Asa  Dun- 
bar, and  questioned  him  respecting  the  transaction  he 
refers  to,  receive  it  as  satisfactory,  and  think  it  ought  to 
release  him  from  any  unAtvourable  suspicions  that  have 
arisen  to  his  disadvantage. 

Benjamin  Pierce,  Moderator. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVEUNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  8,  1775. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  please  to  give 
directions  that  all  the  new  levies  march  innnediately  to 
this  camp.  By  a  resolution  of  Congress,  the  Troops  on 
the  Continental  establishment  are  not  to  be  employed  for 
the  defence  of  the  coasts,  or  of  any  particular  Province; 
the  Militia  being  deemed  competent  to  that  service.  When 
I  directed  these  Troo|)S  to  remain  in  tiieir  own  Province,  I 
had  some  reason  to  expect  a  remove  from  Boston  toiYew- 
York ;  in  which  case  they  would  have  been  able  to  give 
them  more  speedy  opposition.  But  as  that  suspicion  now 
appears  groundless,  there  will  be  an  impropriety  in  contin- 
uing them  where  they  now  are,  consistent  with  the  above 
resolve. 

The  detachment  which  I  mentioned  in  my  last  will 
march  in  two  days,  and  1  shall  have  occasion  for  the  Troops 
from  you  to  fill  their  places.  The  ministerial  expedition 
must,  I  apprehend,  by  this  time  have  come  to  some  issue  ; 
they  are  either  returned  with  disappointment,  or  have  suc- 
ceeded in  their  errands.  In  either  case,  the  men  can  be 
spared  without  danger  to  the  Country;  but  should  this  not 
be  the  case,  and  they  arc  still  hovering  on  the  coast,  it  is 
to  make  no  difference  in  their  march;  so  that  I  shall,  at  all 


events,  expect  them  here  next  week,  for  which  you  will 
please  to  give  the  necessary  orders. 

1  am,  &ic.,  (JEORGE  Washington. 

Governour  Trumbull. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUVLER. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  Septt^mber  8,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  favour  of  the  31st  of 
August,  and  am  much  engaged  in  sending  off  the  detach- 
ment, under  Colonel  Arnold,  upon  the  i)lan  contained  in 
mine  of  the  20tli  ultimo.  A  variety  of  obstacles  has  re- 
tarded us  since  the  express  returned  with  yours  of  the  2'lh 
o(  August,  (mm  Albany ;  but  we  are  now  in  such  forward- 
ness that  I  expect  they  will  set  out  by  Sunday  next,  at 
furthest.  I  shall  take  care,  in  my  instructions  to  Colonel 
Arnold,  that,  in  case  there  shouUl  he  a  junction  of  the  de- 
tachment with  your  Army,  you  shall  have  no  difliculty  in 
adjusting  the  scale  of  command. 

You  seem  so  sensible  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  pre- 
serving the  friendship  of  the  Canadians,  that  I  need  say 
nothing  on  that  subject,  but  that  a  strict  discipline,  and 
punctual  payment  for  all  necessaries  brought  to  your  camp, 
will  be  the  most  certain  means  of  obtaining  so  valuable 
and  important  an  end.  I  shall  inculcate  the  same  prin- 
ciple most  strongly  upon  our  Troops  who  go  from  hence, 
as  that  on  which  their  safely,  success,  and  honour,  entirely 
depend. 

I  am  truly  concerned  that  your  supplies  and  appoint- 
ments are  so  far  short  of  your  expectations ;  but  I  trust 
you  will  have  a  feeble  enemy  to  contend  with,  and  a  whole 
Province  on  your  side — two  circumstances  of  great  weight 
in  the  scale.  Your  situation  for  some  time  must  be  so 
critical  and  interesting,  that  1  hope  you  will  not  fail  giving 
me  constant  information  of  your  motions  and  success.  My 
best  wishes  attend  you. 

Believe  me,  with  much  truth  and  regard,  dear  Sir,  your 
very  obedient  servant,  George  Washington. 

To  General  Schuyler. 

TO  THE   PEOPLE    OF   MASSACHUSETTS. 

Salem,  Massachusetts,  September  8,  1775. 

If  we  recollect  in  what  manner  the  servants  of  the  best 
of  Princes,  and  particularly  his  late  faithful  Governour  of 
this  Province,  have  been  constantly  employed,  we  shall 
have  little  reason  to  be  surprised  at  any  condition  of  dis- 
grace by  which  the  once  respected  name  of  Englishmen 
may  be  degraded.  That  unfortunate  gentleman,  whose 
signal  fidelity  and  good  services  will  forever  endear  him  to 
the  most  gracious  Prince  who  governs  this  part  of  his  Do- 
minions with  such  satisfaction  to  his  subjects,  has,  I  trust, 
by  this  time  established  a  durable  reputation.  This  Coun- 
try, I  think,  will  remember  his  affection  for  its  peace,  his 
piety  and  zeal  in  ofiice,  with  peculiar  justice.  His  Majes- 
ty's righteous  Ministers  are  bound  to  regard  him  with  par- 
ticular attention.  He  has  laboured  more  abundantly  than 
they  all.  Without  regarding  the  opinion  of  his  friends  or 
the  censure  of  the  world,  he  has  sacrificed  his  virtue  to 
merit  their  esteem.  His  religious  principles  have  been 
uniform.  I  am  convinced  they  were  always  the  very  same 
they  are  at  present.  They  have  been  wonderfully  ser- 
viceable. By  these  his  distinguished  zeal  in  support  of 
the  claims  of  the  British  Legislature,  which  he  constantly 
condemned  to  his  friends,  and  once  publickl\-  opposed, 
though  seemingly  inconsistent  with  principles  of  honesty, 
may  be  fairly  reconciled.  The  end,  if  we  acknowledge 
his  divinity,  will  forever  sanctify  the  means,  and  murder, 
on  certain  occasions,  may  be  lawful.  Upon  these  princi- 
ples I  account  for  the  murders  in  King-street,  the  benevo- 
lent idea  of  abridging  English  liberties,  and  the  present 
situation  of  this  Country.  But  this  language  is  too  mild 
for  the  occasion.  Every  unwarrantable  exertion  of  Par- 
liamentary power,  every  scheme  hitherto  adopted  for  sub- 
jugating the  Colonies,  has  been  carefully  pointed  out  by 
him.  In  consequence  of  his  earnest  repeated  solicitations, 
the  Constitution  of  this  Province  has  been  torn  up  from  the 
foundation;  our  coasts  infested  with  ships  of  war;  our  com- 
merce obstructed  ;  the  Metropolis  forced  from  our  hands, 
garrisoned,  and  fortified ;  the  inhabitants  ojipressed  and 
reduced  to  beggary;  the  Continent  forced  to  arms;  the 
liberties  of  America  endangered,  and  the  lives  of  three 
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thousand  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  wantonly  destroyed. 
The  best  of  Princes  lias  been  advised  to  consent  to  acts 
which  disgrace  his  royal  character,  and  violate  the  first 
principles  of  justice  and  humanity;  which  have  already 
involved  the  Nation  in  blood,  disaffected  bis  subjects,  and 
will  finally  dismember  his  Empire  and  shake  bis  Throne. 
This  is  strong  language,  but  it  is  supported  by  fact  and 
argument.  I  appeal  to  the  confidential  letters  of  bis  late 
trusty  and  well  beloved  Governour,  for  a  full  explanation 
of  that  deep  plan  of  policy  which  has  duped  the  best  of 
Princes,  and  degraded  the  honour  of  bis  arms.  His  Ma- 
jesty's faithful  servants  adopted  it  with  all  its  blunders; 
they  never  gave  themselves  leisure  to  obtain  solid  informa- 
tion, nor  once  reflected  on  the  danger  of  their  enterprise ; 
they  embarked  in  the  cause  with  their  usual  intrepidity, 
with  a  fixed  determination  to  persist,  though  the  interests 
of  the  Nation  should  be  sacrificed  forever  in  the  contest. 
The  system  of  Government  is  uniform.  Dissipation  and 
luxury  can  only  be  supported  by  plunder  and  oppression. 
But  these  ignorant  men  should  be  informed  that  plunder 
and  oppression  will  rouse  the  whelp  of  the  British  lion  in 
the  woods  of  America. 

But  this  is  not  the  subject  which  it  is  the  design  of  this 
paper  to  illustrate.  The  short  recapitulation  I  have  made 
of  the  state  of  the  Colonies,  and  the  affection  hitherto  dis- 
covered for  their  real  interest,  by  our  most  gracious  Sover- 
eign and  bis  favourite  servants,  was  necessary  to  introduce 
the  consideration  of  future  probable  measures.  Past  kind 
offices  may  be  considered  as  ominous,  es|)ecially  if  they 
have  been  constantly  and  uniformly  bestowed. 

There  is  a  certain  period  in  the  annals  of  every  Nation, 
when  the  collected  virtue  and  abilities  of  every  member  of 
the  community  should  be  exerted  to  defend  its  riglits ; 
when  the  people  should  be  roused  to  a  sense  of  their  dan- 
ger, and  animated  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  issue  in 
tlie  free  and  full  enjoyment  of  those  rights  of  nature  and 
society  which  every  man  is  fairly  entitled  to.  Were  1  called 
upon  to  point  out  that  interesting  period  in  the  history  of 
this  Country,  the  present  alarming  era  would  fix  my  atten- 
tion. We  have  it  now  in  our  hands  to  establish  an  ever- 
lasting barrier  against  ministerial  influence,  and  to  obtain 
substantial  justice  for  the  people.  I  mean  by  carrying  back 
the  Constitutions  of  llie  several  Colonies  to  their  original 
principles;  by  vesting  the  appointment  of  all  legislative, 
judicial,  and  executive  officers  in  that  branch  of  Govern- 
ment vv'hich  can  best  exert  it  for  the  publick  service,  and 
with  the  least  diminution  of  legal  liberty;  and  by  imme- 
diately exercising  the  power  thus  established.  Until  this 
be  done,  we  can  have  no  consistent  plan  of  defence,  no  solid 
resources  in  case  of  sudden  emergencies.  We  must  be 
governed  by  temporary  expedients,  and  upon  every  unex- 
pected measure  be  disconcerted,  and  finally  ruined.  I 
know  it  may  be  said  that  we  have  prospects  of  accommo- 
dation, and  that  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  adopt  a  regular 
system.  This  opinion  is  as  fatal  as  it  is  groundless.  I 
would  not  preclude  the  possibility  of  a  compromise.  1  con- 
fess that  I  feel  the  prejudices  of  my  education  in  favour  of  a 
settlement  with  Great  Britaiii  upon  honourable  terms.  But 
when  I  reflect  that  the  villain  who  fomented  quanels  among 
the  Colonies,  and  earnestly  pressed  that  Boston  should  be 
made  a  solemn  sacrifice  to  gratify  his  resentment ;  who  pro- 
cured this  Province  to  be  disfranchised,  and  the  inhabitants 
to  be  wantonly  destroyed ;  when  I  consider  that  this  man 
is  still  consulted  upon  every  measure  respecting  his  Coun- 
try; that  his  opinion  is  invariably  pursued,  and  that  he 
attempts  to  conceal  his  crimes  from  the  eye  of  the  publick, 
by  ardent  professions  of  love  for  his  native  soil,  and  zeal 
for  the  religion  of  his  fathers,  1  cannot  but  suspect  some 
mischievous  scheme  is  in  agitation  to  destroy  all  the  privi- 
leges of  the  people.  I  own,  too,  that  I  am  not  yet  san- 
guine enough  to  expect  a  more  plentiful  harvest  of  minis- 
terial virtue  in  one  year  than  another.  We  have  been 
witnesses  of  the  flagitious  attempts  which  have  been  re- 
peatedly made,  and  obstinately  persisted  in,  to  establish  a 
Government  in  this  Province  arbitrary  upon  the  face  of  it, 
and  notoriously  under  the  influence  of  the  Crown.  I  aflinn 
that  we  have  no  reasonable  ground  to  suppose  that  these 
attempts  are  yet  laid  aside  ;  on  the  contrary,  from  the  evi- 
dence before  us,  we  ought  to  be  assured  that  they  are  not. 
Why  are  the  avowed  enemies  of  the  people  caressed  ? 
Why  are  all  the  Powers  in  Europe  meanly  requested  to 


assist  in  our  destruction,  by  refusing  us  supplies  ?  AVhy 
have  not  our  petitions,  resolves,  and  remonstrances,  roused 
the  best  of  Princes  from  his  lethargy  ?  But  why  this  ridicu- 
lous mention  of  the  King  ?  Is  be  ever  consulted  ?  Has 
he  any  opinion  of  his  own  ?  Was  he  ever  permitted  to 
bestow  a  single  mark  of  his  royal  favour  upon  this  Coun- 
try? No.  His  favours  have  a  different  direction.  That 
noxious  northern  planet  which  spreads  plague  and  pesti- 
lence wherever  its  influence  extends,  absorbs  the  royal 
munificence.  The  friends  of  the  people  have  nothing  to 
expect  but  silence  and  contempt  from  the  jirivale  virtues 
of  their  Sovereign.  His  publick  virtues  have  long  since 
ceased  to  be  in  question.  It  is,  therefore,  no  longer  for 
the  interest  of  the  people  to  renounce  the  benefits  of  soci- 
ety, under  a  vain  expectation  of  a  change  of  publick  mea- 
sures. I  appeal  to  past  experience  and  present  ajipear- 
ances  when  I  affirm  that  it  is  the  design  of  Administration 
to  persist  with  obstinacy,  but  not  to  act  with  vigour.  The 
one  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  uniform  plan  of  the 
cabinet.  To  adopt  violent  measures  would  alarm  the  body 
of  the  people,  who  are  too  brave  to  permit  the  inhabitants 
of  America  to  be  sacrificed  upon  the  altar  of  despotism. 
1  repeat  it,  we  have  nothing  to  expect  from  the  Ministry 
but  fraudulent  designs  upon  the  liberties  of  this  Country. 
Why  are  the  Troops  under  General  Gage  continually  re- 
enforced  ?  Why  do  they  remain  inactive  within  Boston? 
Why  is  our  commerce  distressed,  our  seamen  dragged  out 
of  our  ships,  and  our  coasts  plundered  ?  The  int^cntions 
of  the  Ministry  are  not  pacifick.  Their  virtues  are  cun- 
ning and  perseverance ;  they  have  adopted  a  plan,  and 
they  will  obstinately  pursue  it.  They  avoid  the  prepara- 
tions for  a  vigorous  war,  for  fear  of  sounding  an  alarm  to 
the  people  of  Great  Britain.  By  piratical  acts  of  hos- 
tility upon  the  coasts  here,  the  brave  Troops  of  the  first 
Monarch  in  Europe  are  tolerably  well  supplied,  his  dastard 
Colonists  are  frighted  and  distressed,  and  the  administra- 
tion of  his  Ministers,  instead  of  appearing  contemptible  in 
bis  own  eyes  and  ridiculous  to  the  whole  world,  seems  to 
the  most  gracious  Prince  upon  the  throne  to  be  directed 
by  more  than  human  wisdom.  But  piracy  alone  is  not  the 
grand  object  which  engrosses  the  attention  of  His  Majesty's 
servants.  They  wait  for  some  favourable  event  to  crown 
all  their  schemes.  They  expect  this  event  in  the  disunion 
of  the  Colonies.  To  accomplish  it,  every  possible  mode, 
by  threats,  promises,  persuasions,  and  bribery,  is  anxiously 
improved,  at  the  expense  of  the  whole  national  interest. 
They  know  that  a  confederacy  between  many  distinct 
States  is  seldom  of  long  duration.  The  seeds  of  dissen- 
sion are  many.  The  difficulty  of  keeping  a  large  body  of 
Troops  in  the  field  without  action  is  unavoidable  ;  the  con- 
sequences are  too  often  fatal. 

These  are  the  dangers  we  have  to  fear,  and  this  is  the 
moment  to  repel  them.  The  scene,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months,  may  be  fatally  changed  ;  the  advantage  thrown 
away;  the  most  favourable  opportunity  lost.  Hereafter 
we  shall  know  the  value  of  it.  When  time  and  difficulties 
damp  the  ardour  of  our  Troops,  and  disaffection  or  back- 
wardness prevails  among  the  Colonies;  when  the  Minister 
has  completed  his  preparations;  when  the  collected  force 
of  foreign  invasion  and  domestick  troubles  attacks  us  at 
once,  every  man  will  then  be  able  to  determine  of  the  wis- 
dom or  folly  of  past  measures.  It  is  said  that  by  the  delay 
of  the  Minister  our  Troops  will  be  disciplined  and  the 
officers  acquire  experience ;  that  there  is  not  the  most  dis- 
tant prospect  of  a  disunion.  To  this  I  answer  generally: 
that  human  affairs  are  perpetually  fluctuating,  and  a  good 
citizen  would  wish  to  guard  against  every  possible  contin- 
gence  that  might  prove  fatal  to  the  community,  were  it  to 
happen.  That  our  Troops  want  discipline  and  the  officers 
experience,  and  that  they  will  acquire  both  by  delay,  I 
confess  to  be  true.  I  am  ready  to  acknowledge  real  ad- 
vantages; but  these  are  overbalanced  by  greater  impend- 
ing mischiefs.  The  state  of  things  is  much  altered  in  this 
Country  since  it  first  became  necessary  to  oppose  the  enor- 
mous influence  of  the  Crown.  We  have  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend from  violent  exeitions  on  the  side  of  the  Blinister, 
but  every  thing  from  delay  and  political  cunning.  For- 
merly it  was  the  intent  of  the  people  to  petition,  remon- 
strate, and  ascertain  their  privileges.  At  present  it  is  not 
only  their  interest,  but  I  hold  it  essentially  necessary  to  the 
preservation  of  the  rights  of  America,  that  such  steps  be 
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instantly  taken  as  will  restore  tliem  to  the  benefits  of  Con- 
stitutional Government  in  all  its  branches  ;  and  that  they 
improve  offensively  the  natural  advantasjes  of  their  situ- 
ation. L'pon  the  same  principle  that  I  would  have  op- 
posed the  taking  up  arms  and  assuming  the  powers  of 
Government  six  months  ago,  1  now  insist  that  tlie  fust  be 
not  employed,  or  rather  neglected,  for  the  service  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  Government  be  instantly  established  in  all 
its  parts,  upon  principles  of  publick  good.  It  is  indifferent 
to  me  whether  tlie  ^linister  carries  his  point  by  violence, 
or  whether,  by  holding  out  the  olive  branch  in  one  hand, 
while  he  manages  the  war  with  the  other,  he  accomplishes 
the  same  |iernicious  designs.  In  either  case,  I  consider 
iiini  as  a  dangerous  enemy,  who  ought  to  be  attacked. 

I  do  not  mean  to  point  out  any  particular  mode  of  attack 
or  defence  ;  I  leave  it  to  those  of  greater  abilities — to  pub- 
lick  councils.  I  give  my  opinion  to  the  people,  as  one  of 
the  people.  I  only  ailirni,  in  general,  that  we  have  nothing 
to  expect  from  the  best  of  Princes,  or  his  virtuous  servants, 
but  war.  I  have  endeavoured  to  confirm  my  opinion  by 
recollecting  \>asi  events,  by  bringing  the  various  appear- 
ances of  the  political  world  into  one  point  of  view.  1  ha\e 
said  that  this  is  the  moment  to  obtain  substantial  justice  for 
the  people  ;  that  it  ought  to  be  improved  ;  and,  were  1  to 
give  my  opinion  upon  the  subject,  1  should  say,  in  general 
terms,  that  1  would  have  all  the  members  of  the  commu- 
nity instantly  employed  for  the  common  weal,  in  depart- 
ments to  which  their  various  abilities  are  best  adapted. 
That  all,  or  as  many  as  possible,  of  our  sea-ports  be  thrown 
into  a  posture  of  defence,  and  the  people  constantly  used 
to  arms.  That  vessels  of  force  be  immediately  fitted  out 
fiom  the  several  ports  upon  the  Continent,  to  protect  our 
trade,  and  drive  from  our  coasts  the  thousand  armed  tend- 
ers that  infest  the  seas  and  seize  our  merchantmen  ;  and 
that  we  be  no  longer  guilty  of  delay. 


F.XTRACT  OF   A  LETTER    FROM    NEWBER.N,    IN  NORTH-CARO- 
LINA,  DATED   SEPTEMBER  9,   1775. 

Our  Convention  will  rise  next  week.  They  have  agreed 
to  raise  one  thousand  men,  to  be  stationed  as  follows:  two 
hundred  at  Xctvhcrn,  two  hundred  at  Edentun,  two  hun- 
dred at  Sniis/jury,  and  four  hundred  at  Cape-Fear.  JMr. 
James  Moore  and  IMr.  Robert  Howe,  of  Cape-Fear,  are 
appointed  Colonels.  Francis  Nash  and  Alcianc/cr  Mar- 
tin, of  HillsboroHgh  and  Salisbury,  Lieutenant-Colonels. 
Thomas  Clerk,  of  Hillsborough,  and  John  Fatton,  of 
Famlico,  Majors.     Dr.  ff'hite,  of  Cape-Fear,  Adjutant. 

There  has  been  a  conference  held  with  the  chiefs  of  the 
Regulators.  They  have  some  scruples  about  the  oath 
administered  to  them  by  Governour  Tryon;  but  some  of 
them  have  signed  the  Test  or  Association,  and  are  now 
signing,  and  wo  appreiiemi  no  danger  from  them. 


WiUianislnirirli,  Virginia,  September  15,  ITTr). 

Last  week,  Captain  S'juire  sent  the  following  imperti- 
nent Letter,  by  a  servant  of  Lord  Dunmorts,  to  the  Printer 
of  the  Sorfolk  Gazette  : 

"Otter  Sloop,  N<irf.,llt  River,  September  9,  1775. 

"  Sir:  You  have,  in  many  papers,  lately  taken  the  free- 
dom to  mention  my  name,  and  thereto  added  many  falsi- 
ties. I  now  declare,  if  I  am  ever  again  mentioned  therein, 
with  any  rellections,  I  will  most  assuredly  seize  youi-  per- 
son, and  take  you  on  board  the  Otter. 

'•  I  am,  Sec,  Matthew  Squire." 

And  on  the  day  after  the  disaster  which  happened  to  his 
tender,  which  was  cliietly  maimed  with  runaway  negroes, 
he  despatched  the  following  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Town  of  Hampton,  dated 

"Otter  Sloop,  Nortblk  River,  S-ptember  10,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Whereas  a  Sloop  tender,  manned  and 
armed  in  His  Majesty's  service,  was  on  Saturday,  the  'M 
instant,  in  a  violent  gale  of  wind,  cast  on  shore  in  Back 
River,  Elizabeth  County,  having  on  board  the  undermen- 
tioned King's  stores,  wliich  the  inhabitants  of  Hampton 
tliouglit  proper  to  seize,  I  am  tlierefoie  to  desire  that  the 
King's  Sloop,  with  all  the  stores  belonging  to  her,  be  im- 
mediately returned,  or  the  people  of  Hampton,  who  com- 


mitted the  outrage,  must  be  answerable  for  the  consequen- 
ces.    1  am,  &;c.  Matthew  St^uiRE. 

"  Six  swivels,  five  muskets,  five  cutlasses,  two  powder- 
horns,  one  seine  and  rope,  an  anchor  and  grapnel,  with  two 
cables  and  hawser,  one  boat's  awning,  one  iron  stone,  with 
some  lead." 

The  Hampton  Committee  having  thought  proper,  on 
Monday  last,  to  lay  the  above  Letter  before  the  Committee 
of  this  City,  they  represented  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  volunteers  here,  the  necessity  of  sendin"  down  a 
sufficient  force  to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  Hampton  from 
any  insult  that  might  be  offered  to  them  by  Captain  Squire, 
who  immediately  communicated  the  same  to  the  volunteers, 
when  one  hundred  men  offered  themselves,  and  next 
morning  set  out  upon  their  march  to  Hampton;  where  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  should  the  said  Squire  attempt  any  thing 
hostile  against  the  people  there,  that  they  will  be  able  to 
give  a  good  account  of  him.  And  as  to  the  reciuisition  of 
the  King's  stores,  he,  that  were  on  board  the  tender,  being 
delivered  up  to  him,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  settle  ac- 
counts with  him  after  he  has  made  satisfaction  to  the  owners 
of  the  several  slaves  he  has  harboured,  some  of  whom  he 
now  employs  in  the  King's  service,  as  well  as  for  the  num- 
ber of  robberies  he  has  sutTered  to  be  committed,  in  hogs 
and  poultry,  from  sundry  plantations. 


extract  of  a  letter  from  captain  VAXDEPfT,  OF  HIS 
majesty's  ship  ASIA,  TO  ABRAHAM  LOTT,  CONTRACTOU 
FOR  SUPPLYING  THE  KINg's  SHIPS  ON  THIS  STATION, 
DATED   NEW-YORK,   SEPTEMBER  9,    1775. 

Will  you  do  me  the  favour  to  contradict  a  paragraph  in 
INIr.  Holt's  paper  of  September  7th,  in  which  he  says  that 
the  man-of-war  had  stopped  several  vessels  with  provisions, 
and  that  we  had  set  our  own  price  upon  whatsoever  we 
chose  to  take.  The  truth  is,  that  we  have  not  taken  or 
bought  any  sort  of  provisions  from  any  vessel,  except  three 
hundred  oysters,  which  I  bought  yesterday,  and  for  which 
1  gave  the  owner  two  shillings  more  than  what  he  told  me 
was  the  market  price.  The  transport  has,  1  believe,  got 
a  few  fowls  and  ducks  for  their  sea  stock,  not  being  able  to 
procure  any  from  the  shore ;  but  I  am  well  assured,  that 
whatever  price  was  asked  for  them  was  paid,  and  that  the 
officer  in  the  transport  has  receipts  for  whatever  few  things 
he  has  bought.  1  should  not  have  taken  notice  of  this,  as 
I  scarcely  suppose  any  one  who  knows  me  would  believe 
it ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  blameworthy  in  any  one  not  to 
contradict  any  such  report,  which,  if  credited,  might  serve 
to  inflame. 


CAPTAIN  JOHN    HULBERT  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

.Southampton,  September  9,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  1  would  inform  you  that  I  marched  with 
my  Company  from  Montauk,  the  7th  inst.;  am  preparing 
to  march,  and  shall  set  off  by  the  middle  of  next  week. 

My  Company  will  want  a  number  of  guns,  as  the  inha- 
bitants that  supplied  them  will  not  let  them  go  away, 
pleading  the  want  of  them  themselves.  1  give  you  this 
timely  notice,  that  the  Company  may  not  be  detained  long, 
when  we  come  to  New- York,  Ike. 

1  am.  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

John  Hulbert. 
To  Mr.  Peter  V.  B.  Livini;ston,  Esq. 


NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE   OF  SAFETY  TO  THE  CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS. 
[Read  September  14,  1775.] 
Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New-York,  ) 
N'ew.York,  September  9,  1775.       J 

Gentlemen:  We  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which 
we  have  this  day  received  from  General  IVashington,  dated 
at  Cambridge,  August  30,  1775,  to  which  we  beg  leave 
to  refer  you.  As  the  General  stands  in  need  of  gunpow- 
der, and  as  we  are  informed  that  a  considerable  quantity 
has  lately  been  received  in  Philadelphia,  we  doubt  not 
you  will  forward  as  much  as  can  be  spared  for  this  neces- 
sary service.  We  have  about  eight  hundred  weight  in 
our  magazine,  which  we  would  willingly  part  with,  if  our 
citizens  had  a  supply.  Re  assured,  we  shall  be  attentive 
to  every  requisition  from  the  General.     We  beg  leave  to 
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inform  you  that  a  commission  is  wanting  for  Deputy-Ad- 
jutant Fhmming,  who  has  proceeded  upon  llie  service; 
you  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  us  with  it,  that  it  may  be 
forwarded  to  him.  The  first  commission  which  we  received 
for  that  appointment  was  filled  up  for  a  gentleman  whose 
affairs  would  not  permit  him  to  accept  it,  and  it  is  since 
returned  to  us.  We  are  informed  that  the  blank  commis- 
sions with  wliich  General  JVaskiiigton  has  been  furnished 
liave  been  made  use  of.  General  Schui/lcr  has  not  been 
supplied  with  any  for  this  department.  We  request  you 
will  be  pleased  to  furnish  us  with  four  hundred. 

Some  time  since  we  forwarded  to  the  camp  at  Cainliridgc 
nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  of  gunpowder.  We 
submit  it  to  you,  wliether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  replace 
us  that  quantity  from  Fhi/ndelphia,  as  we  know  not  what 
demand  may  be  for  that  article  from  General  »SV/u/_(//tr. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
By  order  of  the  Conuifittee :  a^^^^,,,  Brasmkr. 


To  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony  of  Nc 
phia.  


York,  Fhihulel- 


Forthe  Northern  District :  Jacob  Ilttsbrouck,Jun.,  Cap- 
tain ;  Abrm  Doran,  Jun.,  First  Lieutenant ;  Fctnts  Has- 
brouck,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Samuel  Bevier,  Ensign. 

And  whereas  the  said  Officers,  by  the  appointment  of 
Colonel  Johannes  Hardcnbergh,  did  afterwards  meet  w'ith 
the  Field-Odicers  in  Kingston,  to  give  in  their  names,  in 
order  that  a  return  of  the  said  proceedings  might  be  made 
to  the  respectable  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  couuiiissions  for  the  said  Officers: 
And  whereas  the  return  of  the  said  Officers  to  the  said 
Congress,  it  is  iiresumod,  hath  not  been  forwarded  or  laid 
before  the  Congress ;  wherefore  the  said  Committee,  taking 
this  affair  in  consideration, 

Rcsolced,  Thai  for  the  better  commanding  and  regulating 
the  said  Companies,  it  is  highly  expedient  and  necessary  that 
the  said  Officers  slinuld  be  commissioned,  and  it  is  there- 
fore hoped  that  this  respectable  Congress  will  be  pleased 
speedily  to  issue  forth  commissions  for  the  respective  Offi- 
cers above  named,  and  chosen  in  manner  as  aforesaid. 

By  order  of  the  Committee: 

Nathaniel  Dubois,  Chairman. 


COMMITTEE    OF    RUMBOUT    PRECINCT,    DUTCHESS    COUNTY, 
TO  NEW-YOKK  CONGRESS. 
Ruiiibout  Piecinct,  Dutchess  County,  September  9,  177d. 

Gentlemen  :  By  request  of  Col.  James  Clinton,  we  have 
collected  all  the  arms  we  could  for  Captains  Billings  and 
Duiow's  Companies,  in  the  service  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, in  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  theirs  of  the  8th  ult., 
tiie  cost  wiiereof  you  have  on  the  other  side,  by  copy,  signed 
by  myself,  as  Chairman  of  Rumbout  Precinct,  Dutchess 
County.  The  original  receipts  and  orders  are  in  my  hands, 
which  have  kept  for  fear  of  miscarrying,  and  have  there- 
fore sent  the  copies,  attested  by  me  as  Chairman.  When 
the  originals  are  wanted,  they  shall  be  sent  by  a  safe  hand. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  people  are  anxious  for  their  moneys, 
and  are  daily  calhng  for  it ;  for  which,  as  a  Committee,  we 
liave  bound  ourselves;  therefore  desire  you  will  immediately, 
on  receipt  hereof,  send  the  sum  of  money  the  arms  amount 
to,  to  myself  as  Chairman,  or  to  Jacobus  Swarttvout,  De- 
puty-Chairman, or  to  Henri/  Schenck,  Clerk,  or  to  Henry 
Godwin,  Deputy-Clerk,  who  will  give  receipts  to  the  Con- 
gress that  the  moneys  are  received,  and  paid  to  the  persons 
of  whom  the  arms  were  purchased. 

I  am,  by  order  of  the  Committee,  Gentlemen,  your  hum- 
ble servant,  ^^^^^^  ^^    Br.nckerj.off,  Chairman. 

To  Peter  Van  Bnigh  Livingston,  Esq.,  or,  in  recess  of  the 
Congress,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
Aeiv-  York. 

committee  of   safety  of  ulster  county,  NEW-YORK,  TO 
PROVINCIAL   CONCJRESS. 

New-Paltz,  September  9,  1775. 

To  the  respectable  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of 
New- York  : 

Gentlemen  :  Pursuant  to  your  recommendation  of  the 
.31st  May  last,  the  Company  of  Militia  of  iVei«-Po/<r,  (then 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Noah  Eltingc,  Esq.,)  per 
order  of  Colonel  Jo/(a/n(es  Hardtnhergh,  met  together  in 
the  Town  of  New- Pa  lis,  on  the  thirteenth  day  ofJnnc,  and 
did  then  associate  and  form  themselves  into  two  separate 
Companies,  dividing  at  the  same  time  that  part  of  tlie  Nciu- 
Pahz  Precinct  into  two  distinct  Districts,  viz:  the  Southern 
and  Northern  Districts,  and  the  line  of  partition  to  run  from 
the  west  end  of  the  three  mile  lots  on  the  west  bank  of 
Hudson  s  River,  along  the  publick  high  road  that  leads 
from  said  Town  to  Hudson's  River,  until  it  meets  the  Paltz 
River,  then  along  the  same  up  the  stream  to  the  line  of 
the  southerly  side  of  the  New-Paltz,  and  then  along  the 
said  line  northwesterly,  as  it  runs  to  the  Paltz  Point,  ex- 
cepting two  households  or  families  out  of  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict, which  are  added  to  the  Northern  District.  Which  said 
two  Companies,  so  formed  as  aforesaid,  did  then  also,  by 
majority  of  voices,  choose  and  elect  the  following  gentle- 
men to  be  Officers  of  the  respective  Companies  aforesaid, 
viz: 

For  the  Southern  District :  Lewis  J.  Dubois,  Captain  : 
John  A.  Hardenbergh,  First  Lieutenant;  Mattheiu  Le- 
fever,  Second  Lieutenant;  Mtthusalem Dubois,  Ensign. 


recantation  of  SAMUEL  HOLLY,  OF  STAMFORD,  CONNEC- 
TICUT. 

Stamforil,  September  9,  1775. 

Whereas  I,  Samuel  Holly,  of  Stamford,  have  in  many 
instances  appeared  unfriendly  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
particularly  in  proclaiming  against  that  article  of  advertising 
those  that  do  not  adhere  to  their  advice,  and  in  labouring 
on  the  Continental  Fa=t  Day,  for  which  I  freely  acknow- 
ledge myself  to  blame,  for  which  I  heartily  ask  the  forgive- 
ness of  my  Country,  and  do  promise,  by  the  solemn  ties 
of  honour,  virtue,  and  love  of  my  Country,  that  I  will,  for 
the  future,  yield  a  strict  adherence  to  their  advice,  and  be 
ready  to  sacrifice  my  interest  and  venture  my  life  in  the 
defence  of  my  Coimtry.  I  desire  that  the  above  confession 
may  be  published  in  the  jiublick  ))rints. 

Samuel  Holly. 

jedediah  huntington  to  governour  trumbull. 

Roxbury  Camp,  Septemhfr  9,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir  :  I  should  be  glad  that  my  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, Mr.  Jonatluni  Brewster,  might  succeed  Lieutenant 
Kingsbury,  and  my  First  Sergeant,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Perkins, 
have  the  Ensigncy  in  my  Company.  The  Second  Lieuten- 
ancy I  could  wish  iMr.  Simeon  Huntington  would  accept. 
1  want  officers  of  a  military  spirit.  Many  are  apjjointed 
who  are  worthy  men,  but  very  indifferent  in  camp.  I  once 
mentioned  Mr.  Newell  to  fill  Mr.  Tracy's  place  in  my  Com- 
pany ;  but  as  there  will  be  an  opening  in  Captain  Hum- 
phrey's Company,  I  think  it  is  best,  on  some  accounts,  that 
if  he  is  promoted,  it  should  be  in  that  Company.  The 
appointments  for  my  Company,  which  I  have  mentioned, 
I  think  will  be  for  the  service  of  the  Regiment.  I  would 
not  wish  to  have  it  known  to  any  one  what  1  say  as  to 
want  of  good  officers.  Doctor  Church  tells  Doctor  Turner 
there  are  to  be  Brigade  Surgeons  appointed  by  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  and  that  he  will  recommend  Doctor  Tur- 
ner for  one  of  them.  If  you  should  think  proper  to  say 
any  thing  in  the  Doctor's  favoui-,  it  may  be  of  much  service 
to  a  man  very  valuable  in  his  place.  ]\Iy  love  and  duty  to 
the  family,  &ic.     I  remain,  most  affectionately, 

Jed.  Huntington. 
To  Govern  our  Trumbull. 

GOVERNOUR  COOKE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  Sciitember  9,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  6th  instant,  and  to  inform  you  tliat, 
zealous  to  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  serve  the  com- 
mon cause  of  ^merjco,  the  Committee  have  determined, 
instead  of  the  small  armed  sloop,  to  send  the  large  vessel, 
with  fifty  men,  upon  the  Bermuda  enterprise,  with  orders 
to  Captain  fVhipple  to  cruise  ten  days  off  Sandy-Hook, 
for  the  Packet  expected  from  England ;  and  if  he  is  so 
fortunate  as  to  meet  her,  to  put  the  letters  ashore  at  South- 
ampton, and  send  them  by  express  to  your  Excellency. 
She  will  sail,  wind  and  weather  permitting,  the  beginninf 
of  the  week. 

There  is  in  this  Town  a  Mr.  Du  J'illc,  a  Frenchman. 
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Tvho  hath  made  several  voyages  from  this  port  durins  the 
last  four  or  five  years,  and  is  esteemed  a  person  every  way 
well  nualified,  and  to  be  depended  upon,  for  the  execution 
of  the  plan  he  proposes.  He  was  with  Captain  Hopkitu 
the  last  voyage,  when  he  imported  the  Ammunition,  kc, 
lately  purcha'sed  of  Messrs.  Clark  Sf  Xig/uingak  for  the 
Armv,  and  hath  brought  with  him  a  set  of  papers  to  qualify 
a  brig'as  a  French  bottom.  His  scheme  is  to  proceed  to 
Bayonne,  in  France,  where  he  is  well  acquainted,  and  there 
take  in  a  load  of  powder,  which  ho  says  can  be  ell'ected  in 
three  days.  This  despatch  will  be  so  great,  that  intelli- 
gence of  the  vessel  cannot  be  sent  to  England  timely 
enough  for  any  measures  to  be  taken  to  intercept  her  upon 
her  return.  1  think  the  plan  practicable,  and  likely  to  be 
attended  with  success.  We  have  here  a  brig,  a  fast  sailer, 
and  otherwise  a  suitable  vessel  for  the  voyage,  which  will 
bring  about  eighty  tons,  and  we  will  undertake  to  fit  one- 
quarter  of  her,  and  to  supply  the  money  to  purchase  one- 
quarter  part  of  that  quantity  of  powder,  which  is  the  most 
we  can  do  here. 

1  have  written  to  Governour  TrnmbuU  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  desired  him,  if  the  plan  meets  with  his  approba- 
tion, to  despatch  a  trusty  person  to  confer  with  you  upon 
it,  who  can  return  througli  Providence,  and  let  me  know  the 
result,  so  that  we  may  immediately  equip  the  vessel  for  the 
voyage. 

I  have  communicated  to  Messrs.  Clark  <^-  Is'ightingale 
that  part  of  your  letter  which  related  to  them  ;  they  de- 
sire me  to  present  to  you  their  respectful  thanks  for  the 
polite  notice  you  have  taken  of  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  esteem  and  regard, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Nicholas  Cooke. 
General  Washington.         

GENLRAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GOVERNOUR    TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge,  September  9,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  6th  instant  is  now  before  me. 
Our  state  of  ammunition  disables  us  from  availing  ourselves 
of  our  present  stations,  as  1  would  wish  to  do,  and  requires 
every  assistance  that  can  be  given  to  it.  You  will,  there- 
fore, on  the  receipt  of  this,  be  pleased  to  forward  whatever 
can  be  spared  from  the  necessities  of  the  Colony;  and  the 
more  expedition  you  can  use,  the  more  acceptable  it  will 
be.     I  am,  Sir,  with  due  regard,  yours, 

George  Washington. 
To  Governour  Trumbull. 

NICHOLSON  BROUGHTON  TO  GF;NER\L  WASHINGTON. 
Gloucester,  .Septeinber  0,  1775. 

Siu :  As  there  are  several  matters  of  complaint  turned  up 
since  my  capture  of  the  Ship  Unity,  against  the  Captain 
of  the  said  sliip,  1  think  proper  to  acquaint  you  of  the  par- 
ticulars, viz :  On  my  sending  of  an  officer  on  board  said  ship, 
his  treatment  was  such  as  I  would  rather  have  expected 
from  a  polite  enemy  than  a  friend  to  our  cause  as  Ameri- 
cans. I  would  acquaint  your  Excellency,  in  the  next  place, 
that  there  is  on  board  said  ship  a  much  greater  quantity  of 
naval  stores  than  is  customary  to  export  from  our  ports. 
There  is,  likewise,  as  I  understand,  some  considerable 
quantity  of  provisions  ;  much  more,  in  my  opinion,  than  is 
necessary  for  a  ship's  crew.  1  would  likewise  inform  your 
Excellency  that  the  Captain,  contrary  to  the  resolves  of 
our  General  Assembly,  has  taken  on  board  a  considerable 
quantity  of  new  fish.  And  from  these,  and  many  other 
circumstances,  I  conclude  that  Captain  Flagg  was  designed 
for  the  Port  of  Boston,  instead  of  any  one  of  the  West- 
India  Isles.  From  this  consideration,  Sir,  I,  with  the 
greatest  deference  to  your  own  judgment,  should  think  it 
proper  that  the  ship  should  be  removed  to  Beverly,  as  a 
place  of  much  greater  security  than  her  present  port.  The 
lumber  which  she  has  on  board  is  considerable,  and  might 
be  much  easier  removed  to  head-quarters,  for  service,  from 
thence,  than  the  present  port.  I  shall  leave  the  ship  with 
the  ConmiiiiL'c  of  Safety  till  further  orders. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  Nicholson  Broughton. 

To  his  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  I  would  not  neglect  acquainting  your  Excellency, 
in  excuse  for  my  making  a  short  stay  liere,  that  my  first 


Lieutenant  was'accidentally  wounded,  for  the  particulars  of 
which,  or  circumstances  relative  to  my  taking  the  ship, 
your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  inquire  of  the  bearer. 
Nicholson  Buoughtos. 


JOSIAH  BARTLETT  A^iD  JOHN  LANGDON  TO  NEW-H AMPSUIBB 
COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Windsor,  September  9,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  A  gentleman  just  from  Neiv-York  infonns 
us  that  a  vessel  had  arrived  tiiere,  the  Captain  of  which 
informs,  that  there  were  great  disturbances  in  the  City  of 
London,  and  many  other  places  in  England,  concerning 
American  affairs,  which  is  much  in  our  favour.  Enclosed 
are  the  proceedings  of  the  City  o{  London,  by  which  you 
will  see  the  spirit  of  the  people.  We  are  also  told  that  a 
quantity  of  powder  has  arrived,  within  a  few  days,  in  this 
Colony.  We  shall  make  all  possible  despatch  to  join  tlie 
Congress.  The  Massachusetts  Members  are  but  few  days 
before  us. 

We  are,  with  respect.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servants,  Josiah  Bartlett, 

John  Langdon. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Province  of  New-Hampshire. 


EXTRACT  OF  A   LETTER  FROM  LONDON  TO  A  GENTLEMAK  IN 
NEW-yORK,  DATED  SEPTEMBER   10,   1775. 

The  anxiety  of  your  mind  at  the  unhappy  state  of  the 
Colonies  is  honourable  to  your  humanity.  No  good  man 
can  behold  the  picture  you  drew,  without  shedding  a  tear; 
all  hope  of  an  amicable  settlement  is,  I  fear,  expired;  and 
yet,  as  much  as  1  know  of  this  Country,  I  am  convinced 
that  nothing  would  be  more  pleasing  to  it  than  a  reconcilia- 
tion: not  that  the  loss  of  your  trade  or  military  preparations 
are  considered  of  importance,  but  that  the  characteristick 
benevolence  of  the  nation  laments  the  woes  you  are  draw- 
ing upon  your  own  heads. 

Be  not  deceived  by  false  representations  of  the  state  of 
this  Country.  You  have  already,  in  your  non-importation 
scheme,  found  how  little  your  seducers  in  this  City  are  to 
be  credited.  The  bulk  of  the  people  are  against  you,  and 
your  advocates  few  and  inconsiderable.  If  some  mode  of 
pacification  is  not  fallen  on  before  spring,  you  will  be  fatal- 
ly convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  information. 

KINGSTON    (nEW-JORk)    COMMITTEE    TO    THE    PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS. 
Kingston,  Ulster  County,  September  10,  1775. 

Sin :  At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  this  Town  on 
Tuesday,  the  5th  instant,  were  informed  by  Mr.  Egbert 
Diimond,  one  of  the  Delegates  in  Provincial  Congress,  that 
a  sloop  belonging  to  one  Boj)  was  taken  and  destroyed  bv 
fire,  for  carr)  ing  on  a  clandestine  trade  with  the  enemies  of 
British  America.  We  were  at  the  same  time  credibly 
informed  that  a  sloop  belonging  to  one  Christian  Bcrgh,  at 
Staatsburgh,  in  Dutchess  County,  had  been  employed  in 
the  same  service.  A\'e  immediately  entered  into  a  resolve, 
a  copy  whereof,  and  the  proceedings  thereon,  is  enclosed, 
and  herewith  sent  to  you.     By  order  of  the  Committee: 

Johannes  Sleght,  Chairman. 
To  Peter  J'.  B.  Livingston,  Esq. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  JOHN    AUGUSTINE  WASHINGTON. 

Clin))  at  Cambridge,  September  10,  1775. 

Dear  Brother:  So  little  has  happened  since  the  date 
of  my  last,  that  I  should  scarcely  have  given  you  the  trou- 
ble of  reading  this  letter,  did  I  not  imagine  that  it  might  be 
some  satisfaction  to  you  to  know  that  we  are  well,  and  in 
no  fear  or  dread  of  the  enemy  ;  being,  in  our  opinion  at 
least,  very  securely  intrenched,  and  wishing  for  notliing 
more  than  to  see  tlie  enemy  out  of  their  strong-holds,  that 
the  dispute  may  come  to  an  issue.  The  inactive  slate  we 
lie  in  is  extremely  disagreeable,  especially  as  we  can  sec 
no  end  to  it,  having  had  no  advices  lately  from  O'reut 
Britain  to  form  a  judgment  upon. 

In  taking  jiossession,  about  a  fortnight  ago,  of  a  hill  with- 
in ])oint  blank  cannon  shot  of  the  enemy's  lines  on  Charles- 
town  Neck,  we  expected  to  bring  on  a  general  action, 
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especially  as  we  had  been  threatened,  by  reports  from  Bos- 
ton several  days  before,  that  the  enemy  intended  an  attack 
npon  our  intrenchments.  Nothing,  however,  followed, 
but  a  severe  cannonade  for  a  day  or  two,  and  a  bombard- 
ment afterwards  for  the  like  time;  which,  however,  did  us 
no  other  damage  than  to  kill  two  or  three  men,  and  to 
wound  as  many  more.  Roth  are  now  at  an  end,  as  they 
found  that  we  disregarded  their  fire,  and  continued  our 
works  till  we  had  got  them  completed. 

Unless  the  Ministerial  Troops  in  Boston  are  waiting  for 
re-enforcements,  I  cannot  devise  what  they  are  staying 
there  for,  nor  why,  as  they  alFect  to  despise  the  Americans, 
tliey  do  not  come  forth,  and  ])ut  an  end  to  the  contest  at 
once.  They  suffer  greatly  for  want  of  fresh  provisions, 
notwithstanding  they  have  pillaged  from  several  islands  a 
good  many  sheep  and  cattle.  They  are  also  scarce  of  fuel, 
unless,  according  to  the  account  of  one  of  their  deserters, 
they  mean  to  pull  down  houses  for  that  article.  In  short, 
they  are,  from  all  accounts,  suffeiing  all  the  inconveniences 
of  a  siege.  Ic  is  true,  from  their  having  the  entire  com- 
mand of  the  sea,  and  a  powerful  navy,  and,  moreover,  as 
they  are  now  beginning  to  take  all  vessels  indiscriminately, 
we  cannot  stop  their  supplies  thiough  that  channel;  but 
their  succours  in  this  way  have  not  been  so  powerful  as  to 
enable  them  to  give  the  connnon  soldiers  much  fresh  meat 
as  yet.  By  an  account  fronj  Boston,  of  the  4lh  instant, 
the  cattle  lately  brought  in  there  sold  at  publick  auction 
from  fifteen  to  thirty-four  Pounds  ten  Shillings  sterling 
apiece,  and  the  sheep  from  thirty  to  thirty-six  Shillings 
each,  and  fowls  and  every  other  species  of  fresh  |)rovisions 
went  in  proportion.  The  expense  of  this,  one  would  think, 
must  soon  tire  them,  were  it  not  that  they  intend  to  fix  all 
the  expense  of  this  war  upon  the  Colonies;  if  they  can,  I 
suppose  we  shall  add. 

I  am  just  sending  off  a  detachment  of  one  thousand  men 
to  (^uebcck,  by  the  way  of  the  Ktnnebeck  River,  to  co- 
operate with  General  Schuyler,  who  by  this  time  is,  I 
expect,  at  or  near  Si.  Johi's,  on  the  north  end  of  Luke 
CliampJain;  and  may,  for  aught  1  know,  have  determined 
the  fate  of  his  Army  and  that  of  Canada,  as  he  left  Crown 
Foint  the  31st  of  last  month,  for  the  Ish-awx-^oix,  w  ithin 
twelve  miles  of  St.  John's,  where  Governour  Carlcion's 
principal  force  lay.  If  he  should  succeed  there,  he  will 
soon  after  be  in  Montreal  without  opposition  ;  and  if  the  de- 
tachment I  am  sending  from  hence,  though  late  in  the 
season,  should  be  able  to  get  possession  of  Quebeck,  the 
Ministry's  plan  in  respect  to  that  Government  will  be 
defeated.  

EXTHACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  PHILADELPHIA, 
DATED  CAMBRIDGE,  SEPTEMBER  10,  1775. 

We  are  at  present  in  our  camp,  in  tolerable  security. 
Floughcd-Hill  may  bid  defiance  to  all  their  malice ;  and 
what  is  more  amazing,  that  can  scarce  be  credited  by  a 
Fhiladelphian,  though  nevertheless  true,  they  have  suffer- 
ed our  men  at  Roxbury  to  throw  up  an  intrenchment  below 
the  George  Tavern,  and  within  musket  shot  of  their  last 
intrenchment,  and  have  scarce  honoured  us  with  a  cannon. 
We  were  last  night  under  some  apprehensions  of  an  attack. 
General  Ward  sent  a  letter  to  his  Excellency,  informing 
him  that  he  had  seen,  or  his  people  had  seen,  a  number  of 
men  parading  on  Bunker's  Hill ;  and  our  Army  was  kept 
during  the  night  underarms,  in  order  to  give  them  a  genteel 
reception.  They  have  since  been  seen  with  their  knapsacks 
on  their  backs,  and,  from  good  accounts  from  Boston,  we 
are  convinced  they  have  sent  a  party  of  men  either  (which 
is  most  probable)  to  re-enforce  the  garrison  at  (Quebeck,  or 
to  New-York.  Three  men-of-war  are  gone  out  of  the 
harbour,  for  what  purpose  we  cannot  tell. 


LORD    NORTH    TO    HIS    FRIENDS,    SOLICITING    THEIR    AT- 
TENDANCE   IN    PARLIAMENT. 

Downing  Street,  September  11,  1775. 

Sir  :  Before  you  receive  this  letter  you  will  probably 
have  seen  His  Majesty's  Proclamation,  fixing  the  meeting 
of  Parliament  for  the  despatch  of  business  on  the  26th  of 
next  month.  The  situation  of  publick  affairs,  which  has 
made  so  early  a  meeting  necessary,  will  bring  on  very  im- 
portant business  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  ;  give  me 
leave,  therefore,  to  submit  to  you  that  it  is  extremely  de- 


sirable that  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  should 
attend  on  the  first  day. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  your 
most  faithful  humble  servant,  North. 


ADDRESS   OF  THE   CITV  OF  LIVERPOOL. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Bailiffs,  and  Common 
Council  of  Liverpool,  in  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancas- 
ter, in  Council  assembled,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  o^  Dart- 
mouth, one  of  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
and  presented  to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Erccllent  Majesty: 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldtrmcn,  Bailiffs, 
and  Common  Council  of  IjIvervool,  in  the  County  Pa- 
latine 0/ Lancaster,  in  Council  assembled. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

Truly  sensible  of  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy  in  com- 
mon with  the  rest  of  your  people  under  your  Majesty's 
mild  administration  and  paternal  care,  we,  your  Majesty's 
dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  beg  leave  to  up|)roach  the  Throne 
with  all  due  respect  to  your  royal  person,  the  most  steady 
attachment  to  the  Protestant  succession,  and  the  firmest 
zeal  for  our  glorious  Constitution,  to  testify  our  warmest 
commendations  of  the  wisdom  and  stability  of  your  Majes- 
ty's councils,  which  have  been  directed  to  allay  and  put  an 
end  to  the  unhappy  differences  subsisting  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  concern  we  rcficct  that  the  mea- 
sures hitherto  pursued  to  bring  our  fellow-subjects  in  Ame- 
rica to  a  true  sense  of  their  duty  and  interest,  have  not  as 
yet  had  the  desired  effect ;  but  we  ardently  hope  that  they 
will  very  soon  be  sensible  of  their  errour,  and  return  to  a 
due  acknowledgment  of  the  jiower  of  the  British  Legis- 
lature ;  that  the  joys  of  peace  and  tranquillity  may  be 
restored,  and  the  hearts  of  all  your  Majesty's  subjects  be 
reunited  in  the  strictest  bonds  of  mutual  confidence  and 
affection. 

We  cannot,  however,  avoid  expressing  our  abhorrence 
and  detestation  of  all  traitorous  and  rebellious  disturbers  of 
your  Majesty's  peace  and  Government,  and  assuring  your 
Majesty  that  we  shall  ever  be  ready  and  willing  to  exert 
our  utmost  endeavours  for  the  discouragement  of  all  such 
illegal  proceedings  ;  and  we  pray  that  your  iMajesty  may 
long  reign  in  the  hearts  and  allections  of  all  your  subjects, 
and  that  the  Crown  of  these  Realms  may  descend  to  your 
latest  posterity. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  the  eleventh  day  of  .S'cp- 
tembcr,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 


AMELIA  COUNTY   (vIRGINIa)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  o(  Amelia  County,  at 
the  Court-House,  on  Monday,  September  11,  1775  : 

Resolved,  That  the  most  cordial  thanks  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  County  are  due  to  John  Tabb  and  .John  IVinn, 
Esquires,  for  their  disinterested  and  unwearied  attention  to 
the  preservation  of  the  just  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people 
of  this  Country,  by  assisting  at  the  General  Conventions 
that  have  been  held  in  the  Colony,  and  that  at  their  own 
private  expense,  although  they  have  been  repeatedly  offer- 
ed the  cheerful  contributions  of  their  constituents  for  bear- 
ing the  expenses  of  their  attendance ;  and  that  all  the 
Members  of  this  Committee  accordingly  wait  on  the  above 
gentlemen  with  the  thanks  of  the  County  in  general. 

This  Committee  have  never  entertained  the  least  doubt 
but  that  the  interiour  Counties  of  this  Colony  would  all 
of  them  most  cordially,  in  case  the  lower  Counties,  and 
those  exposed  to  the  danger  of  an  invasion,  should  be 
attacked  by  the  Ministerial  plunderers  who  are  now  dointr 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  distress  and  oppress  his  Ma- 
jesty's faithful  subjects  on  this  Continent,  give  them  every 
assistance  and  protection  in  their  power,  and  have  there- 
fore hitherto  taken  it  for  granted,  that,  as  their  humanity 
and  their  sincere  affection  for  all  their  fellow-subjects  en- 
gaged in  the  glorious  struggle  for  our  dearest  rights,  could 
not  be  questioned,  formal  invitations  would  be  needless ; 
but  as  several  of  the  upper  Counties  have  lately  published 
their  sentiments  on  this  subject,  we  think  it  proper  to  de- 
clare that  we  will  not  be  beliind  them  in  acts  of  humanity 
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and  brotherly  aft'cction  :  and  tlierefoie  we  do  hereby,  for 
ourselves  and  our  constiiuonts,  most  heartily  assure  our 
friends  and  counlrymen  of  the  lower  Counties,  that  when 
the  day  of  distress  may  come  upon  them,  and  they  find  it 
necessary  to  quit  their  habitations,  that  we  will  then  receive 
tliem  with  the  utmost  cordiality,  and  that  we  will  afford  to 
as  many  of  their  families  as  we  possibly  can,  every  comfort 
and  protection  which  it  may  be  in  our  power  to  give. 

Hcsolvtd,  That  these  Proceedings  be  published  in  the 
Virginiu  Gazctlc.  \\-,,^liam   Akchf.k,  aiainnan. 

John   Phide,    Clerk. 


MELTIXt;    OF    COMMITTKES    OK    WILLI  AMSBUIICH    (vilidlMA) 
DISTlllCT. 

On  Mondaii,  the  [1th  day  of  September,  1775,  pursuant 
to  tiie  appointment  of  the  Chairman  of  Elizabeth  City,  the 
Deputies  for  the  several  Counties,  and  the  City  ol'  II il- 
liamsburgh,  within  that  District,  appeared  at  the  Court- 
House  of  tlie  said  City,  and  produced  Certificates,  under 
the  hands  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Committees  of  the  several 
Counties,  and  the  City  of  JVilliamsburgh,  of  their  deputa- 
tion to  represent  the  several  Committees  in  the  General 
Committee  for  the  said  District. 

The  Deputies,  being  so  assembled,  proceeded  to  the 
choice  of  a  Chairman,  and  appointed  Robert  Carter  2\icho- 
las,  Esquire,  to  that  office.     Present : 

Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  Elizabeth  City  County  :    Jl'illiaia  lioscoc,  Jlihon 
Curie,  John  Carij,  t'arij  Seldeti,  and  Miles  King,  Gen- 
tlemen. 
For  the  County  of  Warwick:    William  Ilanvood,  Wil- 
liam  Langhornc,   Richard  ('arij,  and   Hind  Russell, 
Gentlemen. 
For  the  County  of  York  :    Corbin  Cirifftn,  Rev.  Robert 
Andrews,  and    JVilUam  Eaton,   Gentlemen,    and    Mr. 
William  Diggs,  in  the  rooin  o(  Hugh  jSelson,  Esq. 
For  the  County  of  James  City:    Robert   C.   Nicholas, 
William  jS'nrvel,  Nathaniel  Burivell,  and    Chamijion 
Travis,  Gentlemen. 
For  Charles   City  County:    William  Acrill,    William 
Edloe,  and  William  Green  Mumford,  Gentlemen,  and 
Mr.  Samuel  Ilanvood ,  in  the  room  o(  Benjamin  Harri- 
son, Esquire. 
For  Nkw-Kent  County  :    Bartholomew  Dundridgc,  John 
Armistcad,   and    George    Webb,   Gentlemen,   and   j\lr. 
Richard  Allen,  in  room  o(  Burwell  Bassctt,  Esq. 
For  the  City  of  Williamsburoh  :  Messrs.  .fohn  Dixon, 
and  James   Cocke,   in    the  room   of  Benjamin   Jf'aller, 
Esquire. 

William  Russell,  Gentleman,  a|ipointed  Clerk  of  this 
Committee. 

Then  the  Committee  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  Officers 
in  the  Regular  M'r\ice  fur  this  District,  and  nominated  the 
follouinu  ^.■iul,i,M-n: 

Genrn-i  Mrbnias.  F.-ii.,  Captain  ;  i\Ir.  Bevcrhj  Dickson, 
First  LIcutuiiaiii  :  .Mr.  Tlmnias  Russell,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant, and  Mr.  Merritt  Moore,  Ensign. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Officers  so 
appointed,  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  expedition  to  enlist, 
within  this  District,  one  Comjiany  of  Regulars,  to  consist 
of  sixty -eight  men,  rank  and  file  ;  that  they  rendezvous  with 
the  said  Company  in  the  City  of  Witliamsburgh,  when 
enlisted,  until  llul'licr  orders  of  tin:  Coiiuiiittee  of  Safety. 


The  Cominillco  prorccdcd  to  take  under  their  considera- 
tion the  proper  arranL'fiiKiit  of  Minute-Men,  to  be  enlisted 
in  this  District,  in  pursuance  of  an  Ordinance  of  the  Gene- 
ral Convention,  and  came  to  the  following  Resolution: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  enlisted  in  the  County  of 
Elizahcih  Citij,  one  Company  of  .10  men  ;  in  the  County 
ol'  Viirk.  two  Companies  of  50  men  each;  in  the  County 
(if  Jdiiirs  Citi/,  one  Company  of  50  men  ;  in  the  County  of 
Niw-I\cnt,  two  ( 'ompanies  of  50  men  each  ;  in  the  County 
of  Charlen  Citij,  two  Companies  of  50  men  each  ;  and  in 
the  City  of  Williamsbnrgh,  one  Company  of  50  men,  to  be 
commanded  by  their  proper  Officers. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  appointed  Officers : 

Champion  Travis,  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  Battalion  ; 


Hugh  Xelson,  Esquire,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  and  Samuel 
Howard,  Esquire,  Major. 

.Mr.  John  Cury,  Captain  of  the  Company  to  be  raised 
in  Elizabeth  City,  I\Ir.  John  King,  Lieutenant ;  and  Mr. 
Josiph  Seldcn,  Jun.,  Ensign. 

Mr.  Richard  Gary,  Captain  of  the  Company  to  be  raised 
in  Warwick  County;  Mr.  Thomas  Haynes,  Lieutenant; 
and  l\Ir.  Josiah  Messenburg,  Ensign. 

Mr.  William  S.  Sclcttcr,  ('apiain  of  one  of  the  Compa- 
nies to  be  raised  in  York  County;  Mr.  Callohill  Minnis, 
Jun.,  Lieutenant;  and  Mr.  Edicard  Howard,  Ensign. 

Mr.  William  Gousley,  Captain  of  the  other  Company  to 
be  raised  in  York  County;  31  r.  Thomas  Haricood,  Lieu- 
tenant ;  and  Mr.  Frederick  Bryan,  Ensign. 

Mr.  Jolin  Walker,  Captain  of  the  Company  to  be  raised 
in  James  City;  I\lr.  William  Johnson,  Lieutenant;  and 
Mr.  Henry  Brown,  Ensign. 

Mr.  Furnea  Southall,  Captain  of  one  of  the  Companies 
to  be  raised  in  Charhs  City;  Mr.  Edward  Marrable,\Jei\- 
tenant ;  and  Mr.  John  Bell,  Ensign. 

John  Tyler,  Es([uire,  Captain  of  the  other  Company  for 
Charles  City;  Mr.  Stith  Hardyman,  Lieutenant ;  and 
Peter  Dunn,  Ensign. 

Mr.  Thomas  Massie,  Captain  of  one  of  the  Companies 
to  be  raiserl  in  New-Kent ;  Mr.  Henry  Finch,  Lieutenant; 
and  Mr.  Sainucl  j]lanning,  Ensign. 

Mr.  Andrew  Anderson,  Captain  of  the  other  Company 
to  be  raised  in  New-Kent;  Mr.  Halter  Hopkins,  hiculen- 
ant :  and  Mr.  William  Armistcad,  Jun.,  Ensign. 

Ml'.  Robert  Anderson,  Captain  of  the  Company  to  be 
raised  in  the  City  of  Williamsburgh  ;  Mr.  Humphrey  Har- 
u'oorl,  Lieutenant;  and  Mr.  William  Rosway,  Ensign. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Bray  Johnson,  Gentleman, 
be  appointed  Commissary  of  Musters  fortius  District. 

Resolved,  That  the  general  jjlace  of  rendezvous  for  the 
Battalion  of  this  District  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
City  of  ffilliamsburgh. 

Resolved,  That  publick  notice  be  given  to  such  persons 
as  may  be  willing  to  contract  for  supplying  the  Battalions 
of  this  District  will)  necessary  Provisions,  by  the  Chairman 
of  this  Committee,  in  writing;  and  that  the  said  Chairman, 
together  with  the  Members  of  James  Ci/y,  York,  ami 
Jiilliamsbiirgh,  or  any  six  of  them,  do  in  the  mean  time, 
as  occasion  may  require,  contract  with  proper  persons  to 
supply  any  Company  or  Detachment  of  Minute-iMen  who 
may,  upon  any  emergency,  lie  called  out  to  actual  service. 

It  being  represented  to  this  Committee,  that  a  number 
of  Field-Pieces  have  been  lately  brought  to  the  City  of 
Williamsburgh,  and  the  Committee  being  of  opinion  that 
it  is  necessary  the  same  should  be  properly  mounted  and 
taken  care  of,  offer  it  as  their  opinion,  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  that  a  proper  peison  be  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  Mr.  William 
Finnic,  as  a  gentleman  who  hath  distinguished  himself  by 
his  activity  and  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the  Country. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  be  adjourned  to  such  day 
as  the  Chairman  may  think  fit  to  call  tiiem  for  their  reassem- 
bling. T-,  /-.    IV  m   ■ 

"^  KiiHERT  C  INuiioLAS,  Lhatrinon. 

William  Rissell,  Clerk  of  Committee. 

MEETING    or    FREEHOLDERS    AND    TREEMEN    OF    PRINCE 
CEORGE's   COUNTY,  MARYLAND. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  great  number  of  the  Freeiiolders  and 
other  Freemen  of  Prince  George's  County,  Maryland,  at 
the  Court-House  in  I'pjur-Marlborough,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  Stptember,  1775,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a 
(Committee  of  Observation  and  Delegates  for  the  said 
County,  according  to  the  Resolves  of  the  late  Provincial 
Convention, 

The  procei'dings  of  the  said  Convention  were  read  and 
ap]M'ovcd,  ami  the  followini;  persons  were,  by  the  said 
Freeholders  and  Freemen,  elected  a  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation for  the  said  County,  for  the  term  of  one  }'car  from 
the  day  aforesaid,  to  wit : 

Colonel  ./o,s-c;;/(  .SVw,  Thomas  Contce,  Dr.  J^conard  Hol- 
liilay,  Captain  William  Bowie,  Thomas  Gantt,  Jun.,  Al- 
exander Howard  Magruder.  Thomas  Truman,  David 
Craujord.  ffilliam  Bcancs,John  Rogers,  Benjamin  Hall, 
(>on  of  Francis.)  Thomas  Sim  Lee,  Addison  Murdock, 
John   Contce,  Robert   Tyler,  ffilliam  Turner   Wootton, 
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Edward  Hnll,  (son  oS^  Henry,)  Jeremiah  Magrudcr,  Rich-  thousand  effective  men  in  this  Government  associated  and 
ard  Bennett  Hall,  James  MuUikin,  Richard  Uucl{ett,i\in.,  determined  to  defend  their  just  rights  and  liberties  with 
Thomas   IViUiams,  Abraham  Boyd,  Basil  Waring,  3d,     tlieir  hves  and  fortunes. 

Colonel  Joshua  Bcall,    IValtcr   tVilliams,   George    Lee,  

Enoch  Magruder,  Henry  Razor,  Josias  Beall,    If'illiam 
Lyles,  Jun.,  Thomas  Dint,  and  William  Digges. 

And  the  following  persons  were,  by  the  said  Freeholders 
and  Freemen,  chosen  Delegates  for  the  said  County,  for 
tlie  said  term  of  one  year  from  the  day  aforesaid,  to  wit: 

Colonel  Joseph  Sim,  Josias  Beall,  Thomas  Contee, 
John  Rogers,  and  Robert  Tyler,  with  such  power  and 
authority  as  specified  and  contained  in  the  said  Resol 


BUCKS  COUNTY  (PENNSYLVA.VI a)  COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Bucks  County,  .Soptember  11,  1775. 

Thomas  Smith,  appearing  before  the  Committee,  volun- 
tarily executed  the  following  acknowledgment  and  decla- 
ration, viz : 

"As  I  have  been  charged  before  the  Committee  for  having 
uttered  exjjressions  derogatory  to  the  Continental  Congress, 

Ordered,  that  the  foregoing  proceedings  be  published     J'"' J°"^, '°.  ^  Pf '';"''''•  denomination  of  Christians,  and 
--       -  '  o      o  I  o  tenaniiT  to  mipede  the  opposition  ol  my  countrymen  to 


in  the  Maryland  Gazette. 
Signed  per  order 


Hugh  Lvox,  Cltrk  Com. 


PRINCE  GEORGE  S  COUNTY. 

At  a  meeting,  this  l-2th  day  o[  September,  1775,  of  the 
following  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
the  County  afoiesaid,  to  wit:  John  Rogers,  Robert  Tyler, 
A.  H.  Magrudcr,  Enoch  Magruder,  Jlilliam  Lyles,  Jan., 
William  Beanes,  Thomas  fi'illiams,  Edward  Hall,  Colonel 
Joseph  Sim,  Colonel  Joshua  Bcall,  Abraham  Boyd,  Wal- 
ter fi'illiams,  Thomas  Contee,  Basil  Waring,  3d,  James 
Mullikin,  Benjamin  Hall,  (son  oi'  Eraricis,)  William  Tur- 
ner JVootton,  John  Contee,  Thomas  Gantt,  Jun.,  Richard 
Bennett  Hall,  Addison  Murdoch,  Thomas  Sim  Lee,  Da- 
vid Crauford,  Josias  Beall,  and  Leonard  Holliday,  were 
the  following  proceedings,  to  wit : 

Levin  Covington,  Robert  Bowie,  and  John  Haivkins 
Lowe,  were  appointed  to  enrol  a  Comjjany  of  Minute-Men 
each,  in  the  County  aforesaid  ;  and  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed Colonel  Joshua  Bcall  and  Colonel  Joseph  Sim,  or 
either  of  them,  to  view  the  Companies  of  Minute-Men  to 
be  raised  by  the  persons  above  nominated. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  to  be  a  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence  for  the  said  County,  to  wit :  Thomas 
Sim  Lee,  Benjamin  Hall,  (son  of  Francis,)  David  Crau- 
ford, Addison  Murdoch,  and  John  Contee. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  to  be  a  Commit- 
tee for  licensing  suits,  agreeable  to  the  Resolves  of  the  late 
Provincial  Convention,  to  wit:  David  Crauford ,  Addison 
Murdoch,  John  Contee,  William  Beanes,  William  Bowie, 
Benjamin  Hall,  (son  of  Francis,)  and  William  Turner  •''"•i  Ensign. 
JVootton. 

And  the  following  persons  were  ajjpointed  to  receive  all 
voluntary  contributions  hereafter  to  be  made  in  the  said 
County,  according  to  a  Resolve  of  the  said  Convention,  to 
wit:  Thomas  Gantt,  Jan.,  Samuel  Cheiv  Hepburn,  Tho- 
mas Duchett,  William  Murdoch,  and  Luhe  Marbury. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedin, 
in  the  Maryland  Gazette. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  Thursday,  the  2Sth 
this  instant. 

Signed  per  order;  Hugh  Lyon,  Clerh  Com. 


Ministerial  oppression,  I  do  hereby  declare  myself  heartily 

sorry  for   my   imprudent    expressions,    and    do   sincerely 

promise  for  the  future   to  coincide   with   every  measure 

prosecuted  for  the  redress  of  America?)  grievances,  so  far  as 

is  consistent  with  the  religious  princijjles  of  the  society  to 

which  I  belonLT.  ,,  ™  c  „ 

^  "  Ihomas  Smith. 

Tooted,  That  this  be  considered  as  a  sufficient  satisfaction 
for  his  misconduct. 

The  Members  of  the  Committee  are  desired  to  be  par- 
ticular in  their  attendance  at  the  house  of  John  Bogart,  the 
9th  of  October,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  By  order 
of  the  Committee : 

Henky  Wynkoop,  Clerk  of  Committee. 

MILITIA    OFFICEKS    OF    THE    FIRST    THREE    COMPANIES    OF 
HUNTINGTON,  SUFFOLK  COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 

Committee  Chamber,  Huntington,  September  11,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  been  chosen  Militia  Officers  in  Hunting- 
ton, Suffolk  County,  New-York,  agreeable  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Provincial  Congress,  viz: 

John  Wickcs,  Captain;  Epenetus  Conhling,  First  Lieu- 
tenant; Jonah  Wood,  Second  Lieutenant;  Ebenezer  Prime 
Jl'ood,  Ensign. 

Jesse  Brush,  Captain  ;  Jonathan  Titus,  First  Lieutenant; 
Philip  Conhling,  Second  Lieutenant;  Joseph  Titus, 
Ensign. 

Timothy  Carll,  Captain  ;  Gilbert  Fleet,  First  Lieuten- 
ant;  Joel  Scuddey,  Second  Lieutenant;  Nathaniel  Buffet, 


There  is  one  Company  in  the  south  part  of  this  Township 
which  have  not  yet  chosen  their  Olficers,  for  which  we  are 
very  sorry  that  we  cannot  make  a  return  of  their  names 
with  the  above;  but  as  we  expect  the  choice  will  soon  be 
made,  shall  make  a  return  of  the  same  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  humble 

foresaid  he  niihiislied     servants.     By  order:         rp.  iir  yi;    • 

loiesaia  oc  puDii:,nea  ;  Thomas  Wickes,  Chairman. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  Neic-Yorh. 

committee    of    WESTCHESTER    TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE 
OF  SAFETY. 

Wliite  PIdins,  September  1!,  1775 

Gentlemen:  None  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Manor  of 
Fordham  or  JCest-Fanns  having  appeared  to  support  the 
allegations  of  their  petition,  the  considei'ation  of  which  you 
referred  to  us,  we  have  appointed  a  Sub-Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  matter,  and  report  to  us,  at  our  next 
meeting,  how  they  find  the  case  circumstanced. 

Complaints  having  been  made  to  this  Committee  that  an 
Independent  Company  is  now  forming  in  this  County,  and 
that  the  person  who  is  most  arave  about  raising  a  Com- 


delaware  council  of  safety. 

On  Monday,  the  11th  of  September,  1775,  the  Council 
of  Safety  for  this  Colony  met  by  appointment,  at  Dover, 
injhe  County  of  Kent,  and  unanimously  chose  .Min  Mc- 
Kinley,  Esq.,  President,  and  James  Syhes,  Esq.,  Secretary. 

The  Council  continued  to  sit  six  days,  and,  amid  a  great 
many  useful  measures  for  protecting  and  defending  the 
Country,  proceeded  to  regulate  the  Militia  of  the  several 

Counties,  consisting  of  nine  Battalions;  three  of  which,  in     t.....  .....  ,-.-.0 ^  ..  .......  ....-..-  .„.....^  „  ^.,...- 

Ncwcaslle  County,  under  the  respective  commands  of  pany  expects  a  commission  from  the  Committee  of  Safety 
Colonels  John  McKinley,  Thomas  Cooch,  and  Richard  this  week,  we  are  induced  to  request  that  no  commissions 
Cantwell,  Esquires,  were  formed  into  one  Brigade,  under  for  Independent  Companies  may  be  given  out  for  this  Coun- 
Brigadier-General  John  McKinley,  Esq. ;  two  in  Kent  ty,  as  it  will  make  the  raising  of  Minute  Companies  ex- 
County,  underthe  respective  commands  of  Colonels  C(««r    ceedingly  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  and  put  the  County 


Rodney  and  John  Haslet,  and  the  Western  Battalion  of 
Sussex  County,  were  formed  into  a  second  Brigade,  under 
Brigadier-General  Ctcsar  Rodney,  Esq. ;  and  the  remain- 
ing three  Battalions,  under  the  resj)ective  commands  of 
Colonels  John  Dagworthy,  David  Hall,  and  Jacob  Moore, 
jEsquires,  were  formed  into  a  third  Brigade,  under  Brifa- 
■^ier-General  John  Dagtvorthy,  Esq.  Commissions  were 
piade  out  for  all  the  oflicers,  and  the  seniority  and  com- 
mand of  each  precisely  ascertained.  There  are  about  five 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi.  44 


into  great  confusion. 

We  enclose  you  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Jf'illiam  Hadley, 
one  of  our  Committee,  a  man  of  unblemished  character, 
respecting  the  conduct  oi  John  Coch,  who  was  chosen  a 
Captain  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Yonhers.  Affidavits  will 
also  be  forwarded,  as  soon  as  possible,  of  Mr.  Coch's  speak- 
ing very  disrespectfully  of  the  Congress. 

If  the  Committee  of  Safety  are  of  opinion  that  it  is 
improper  to  give  .Mr.   Coch  a  commission,  we   submit 
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whether  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  acquaint  those  of  our 
body  wiio  live  in  the  Yoiikers  therewith,  that  they  may 
proceed  to  a  new  election. 

We  enclose  a  list  of  the  Field-OfRcers  nominated  by  the 
Committee  of  this  County,  which  we  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Provincial  Conjjress  as  persons  properly 
qualified  for  the  several  places  for  which  they  are  nominated. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants.  By 
order  of  the  Committee  : 

GiLBKRT  Drake,  Chairvian. 

To  John  Hnring,  Esf].,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  at  Xcir-Yorlc. 


FIELD-OFFICERS  NOMINATED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  WEST- 
CHESTER COINTY,   NEW-YORK. 

First  Regiment:  Joseph  Drake,  Colonel:  James  Ham- 
mond, Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Moses  Drake,  First  Major ; 
Jonathan  G.  Graham,  Second  Major;  Abraham  Emmons, 
Adjutant;   Theophilus  Barton,  Jun.,  Quartermaster. 

Second  Regiment :  Thomas  Thomas,  Colonel ;  Gilbert 
Buthl,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Ebcnezer  Lockwood,  First 
Major;  Thaddeus  Crane,  Second  Major;  Jonathan  G. 
Tompkins,  Adjutant ;  John  Thomas,  3ci,  Quartermaster. 

Third  Regiment :  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Colonel ; 
Gilbert  Drake,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Joseph  Strang,  First 
Major;  Ebcnezer  Furdi/,  Second  Major;  John  Cooky, 
Adjutant ;  Isaac  Norton,  Quartermaster. 


A  List  of  the  Officers  chosen  in  the  several  Districts  of  the 

South    Battalion    of  AVestciiester   County,    [crccpt 

Westchester.) 

For  Yonkers  :  John  Cock,  Captain  ;  William  Bctts, 
First  Lieutenant;  John  Warner,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Jacob 
Post,  Ensign.  [New  officers  to  be  chosen  for  this  Com- 
pany.] 

For  Eastchester  :  Stephen  Sn c den,  CA'^\:Hn;  Thomas 
Pinkney,  First  Lieutenant ;  Daniel  Scrriiig,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;   fVilliarn  Pinkney,  Ensign. 

For  New-Rochelle  and  Manor  of  Peliiam:  Joseph 
Drake,  Captain;  James  ^f'i7/('«,  First  Lieutenant ;  David 
Guion,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Foi-  the  L^pper  Company,  Philipsburgh  :  Abraham 
Leden,  Captain;  Benjamin  Brown,  First  Lieutenant; 
John  Relyea,  Second  Lieutenant ;  John  Oukly,  (son  of 
Isaac,)  Ensij^n. 

For  the  Tarry^oiwi  Company,  Philipsbcrgh  :  Abra- 
ham Storm,  Captain  ;  George  Combs,  First  Lieutenant ; 
Joseph  Appleby,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Nathaniel  Underhill, 
Ensign. 

For  the  East  Company,  Philipsbirgh  :  David  Davids, 
Captain;  Benjamin  Vermilya,  First  Lieutenant ;  Gilbert 
Dean,  Second  Lieutenant;   Gabriel  Requan,  Ensign. 

Fov  the  Lower  Company,  Philipsbirgii  :  Isaac  Ver- 
mitya.  Captain;  Israel  Honeywell,  First  Lieutenant; 
Dennis  Lent,  Second  Lieutenant;  Ilendrick  Odell,  Ensign. 

A  List  of  the  Ojficrrs  chosen  in  the  several  Districts  of  the 
Middle  Battalion,  Westchester  County. 

For  Mamaroneck  and  Rye,  except  the  upper  end  of 
Kingstreet:  Robert  Bloomer,  Captain;  Alexander  Hunt, 
First  Lieutenant ;  Ezekiel  Hnlstead,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Daniel  Horton,  Ensij;n. 

ForSEARSDALE,  White  Plains,  and  Brown's  Point: 
Joshua  Hatfield,  (,'aplaiii  ;  James  J'crrian,  First  Lieuten- 
ant; Anthony  Miller,  Seeoiui  Lieutenant;  John  Falconer, 
Ensign. 

For  Harrison's  Precinct  and  the  upper  end  of  A7)j,^- 
strect :  Henry  Diisinberry,  Captain;  Lynn  Miller,  First 
Lieutenant;  Caleb  Paulding  Horton,  Second  Lieutenant; 
Gilbert  Diisinberry,  Ensign. 

For  the  East  Company,  Northcastee:  Benoni  Piatt, 
Captain;  David  Hobby,  First  Lieutenant;  Abrm.  Knapp, 
Second  Lieutenant ;  Jonathan  Guion,  Ensign. 

For  the  South  Company,  Northcastle  :  Benjamin 
Ogden,  Captain;  Jeremiah  Hunter,  First  Lieutenant; 
Caleb  Mcrritt,  Jun.,  Second  Lieutenant ;  James  Brundige, 
Ensign. 

In  Northcastle,  North  Company,  there  were  not  persons 


sufficient  in  number  who  had  signed  the  Association  to  make 
officers  of;  so  that  nothing  was  done. 

For  Bedford,  Eastern  District:  Leim  McDonald, 
Jun.,  Captain;  James  Miller,  First  Lieutenant;  Henry 
Lord,  Second  Lieutenant;  Jesse  Miller,  Ensiiin. 

For  Bedford,  Western  District:  £/i  iS'ttVi/,  Captain  ; 
Hczekiah  Grey,  First  Lieutenant ;  Ephraim  Raymond, 
Second  Lieutenant ;   Gabriel  Higgins,  Ensij;n. 

For  PoiNDRiDGE  :  Joseph  Locku-ood,  Ca\)ta\n;  Noah 
Ronton,  First  Lieutenant ;  William  Fansher,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;   Gilbert  Reynolds,  Ensign. 

For  Salem,  Southern  District:  Abijah  Gilbert,  Captain; 
Jacob  Halt,  First  Lieutenant ;  Sands  Raymond,  Second 
Lieutenant;  Joseph  Coley,  Ensign. 

For  Salem,  Northern  District:  Thaddeus  Crane.  Cap- 
tain ;  Jesse  Truesdale,  First  Lieutenant ;  Ezekiel  Halley, 
Second  Lieutenant;  Ebcnezer  Broicn,  Ensi"n. 


A  IJst  of  the  Officers  chosen  in  the  several  Districts  of  the 
North  Battalion.  AVkstchester  County. 

For  Manor  of  Cortlandt,  the  District  late  command- 
ed by  Francis  Lent:  James  Kronkhyte,  Captain;  Abra- 
ham Lamb,  First  Lieutenant;  Stoats  De  Grate,  Second 
Lieutenant;  David  Penorc,  Ensign. 

For  the  District  late  commanded  by  Barton  Underhill: 
Gilbert  Van  Cortlandt,  Captain  ;  Daniel  Hains,  First 
Lieutenant;  James  Taller,  Second  Lieutenant;  Haramamus 
Gardinier,  Ensign. 

For  the  District  late  commanded  by  Jeremiah  Drake : 
Gilbert  Lockwood,  Captain  ;  John  Drake,  thirst  Lieuten- 
ant ;  Joshua  Drake,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Peter  Carman, 
Ensign. 

For  the  District  late  commanded  by  Joseph  Strang: 
.John  Hyatt,  Captain ;  John  Drake,  First  Lieutenant ; 
Obadiah  Purdy,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Joseph  Horton, 
Ensign. 

For  the  District  late  commanded  by  Ebenczcr  Thcall : 
Andreiv  Broicn,  Captain;  Samuel  Haight, F'nsl  Lieuten- 
ant ;  John  Crissey  Miller,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Solomon 
Purdy,  Ensign. 

For  the  Northern  Division  of  the  District  late  command- 
ed by  Levi  Bailey:  Nathaniel  Delavar,  Captain;  Thomas 
Nicolls,  Jun.,  First  Lieutenant;  Titus  Runnels,  Second 
Lieutenant;  Abraham  Purdy,  Ensign. 

For  the  South  Division  of  the  same  District:  Gideon 
Selah,  Captain ;  Samuel  Laxcrence,  First  Lieutenant ; 
Caleb  Hobby,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Abraham  Todd,  En- 
sign. 

The  Company  commanded  by  David  Montross  refused 
to  choose  officers.  

recantation  of  WILLIAM  WHETEN. 

Stamford,  Septembor  11,  1775. 

Whereas  I,  the  subscriber,  being  this  day  apprehended 
for  being  an  enemy  to  my  Couiilry,  and  for  being  guilty 
of  damning  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
all  other  friends  to  American  liberty  ;  likewise  for  holding 
meetings  detrimental  to  the  laws,  liberty,  and  honour  of 
American  freedom  ;  for  which  I  do  humbly  and  heartily 
beg  forgiveness  of  God,  and  all  friends  to  American  lib- 
erty. And  I  do  hereby  promise,  before  God  and  my 
Country,  to  aid  and  assist  in  api)rehending  any  person  or 
persons  that  are  supposed  to  be  enemies  to  American  lib- 
erty, and  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  suppress  any  such 
enemies,  and  to  give  the  most  secret  and  quick  information 
against  any  enemy  that  I  shall  know  of,  convened,  or  con- 
vening on  any  such  occasion,  against  the  good  of  my 
Country. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  the 
day  and  date  above  written  ;  and  this  I  desire  to  be  trans- 
mi'tted  to  the  publick  prints.  ^x,^^,,,,,  Wheten. 


ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS  OF  MINITE-MEN  AND  REGTLARS  FOR 
CAROLINE,  SPOTTSYLVANIA,  KING  GEORGE,  AND  STAFFORD 
COUNTIES,  VIRGINIA. 

Spottsylvania,  September  12,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Select  Committee  for  the  District  of 
this  County,  the  Counties  of  Caroline,  Stafford,  and  King 
George,  the  following  Oliicers  were  elected : 
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Regulars. 
Jf'ilHam  Taliaferro,  Capia'm  ;  John  Willis,  Fiist  Lieu- 
tenant ;    Seymour   liooc,   Second  Lieutenant ;   Benjamin 
Holmes,  Ensign. 

Mmuic-Men. 

Hugh  Mercer,  Colonel ;  Mordecai  Buckner,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ;  Robert  Johnson,  Major. 

For  Caroline  :  Thomas  Lomax,  Samuel  Hawcs,  and 
Thomas  Robinson,  Captains  ;  William  Linilsay,  Richard 
Taylor,  and  James  Bankhead,  Lieutenants  ;  James  I'p- 
shaw,  Thomas  Bucknor,  and  Jlilliam  IVolfolk,  Ensigns. 

For  Spottsylvania:  Lewis  UiUis,  George  Slubbel- 
Jleld,  and  Oliver  Toivels,  Captains  ;  Robert  Carter  Fage, 
Larkin  Chetv,and  Francis  Taliaferro,  Lieutenants;  Hen- 
ry Bartlett,  Robert  Dudley,  and  Winslow  Barker,  En- 
signs. 

For  King  George  :  John  Taliaferro,  Jun.,  and  An- 
drew Buchannan,  Captains  ;  Francis  Conway  and  fValter 
Vowcll,  Lieutenants ;  Reuben  Briscoe  and  James  Hord, 
Ensigns. 

For  Stafford:  Toivnshend  Dade  and  Jlilliam  H'ash- 
t;(o-;on,  Captains  ;  William  G.  Stuart  and  Thomas  Fitz- 
hxigh,  Lieutenants  ;  JVilliam  Fitzhugh  and  John  Mount- 
joy,  Ensigns. 

Joseph  Robinson,  Commissary  of  Musters;  Charles 
Washington,  Commissary. 

The  Committee  of  the  County,  to  express  their  appro- 
bation of  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Mercer,  and  to  pay  a 
tribute  justly  due  to  the  noble  and  patriotick  conduct  which 
that  gentleman  has  uniformly  pursued  since  the  commence- 
ment of  our  disputes  with  the  Mother  Country,  which  was 
so  strikingly  displayed  on  that  occasion,  entered  into  the 
following  Resolve : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Committee  be  pre- 
sented to  Colonel  Hugh  Mercer,  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Battalion  of  Minute-jMen  in  the  District  of  this  Coun- 
ty, the  Counties  of  Caroline,  Stafford,  and  King  George ; 
expressing  the  high  sense  of  the  importance  to  the  Coun- 
try of  his  appointment  to  that  station,  and  our  acknowledg- 
ments of  his  publick  spirit,  in  sacriOcing  his  private  interest 
to  the  service  of  his  Country. 

Alexandf,r  Dick,  Clerk. 


MEETING  OF   INHABITANT 

CITY  OF  an: 


F  ANNE   ARUNDEL  COUNTY  AND 
OLIS,  MARYLAND. 
Annapolis,  September  11,  177,'>. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Anne 
Arundel  County  and  City  of  Annapolis,  at  the  said  City, 
on  Tuesday,  the  12th  of  September,  1775,  present:  Elgin 
Members  of  the  late  Convention  ;  Charles  Carroll,  Bar- 
rister, in  the  Chair ;   Gabriel  Duvall,  Clerk. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Chase,  Tliomas  Johnson,  Jun., 
John  Hall,  Jf'illiam  Faca,  B.  T.  B.  Worthington,  Mat- 
thias Hammond,  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  Charles  Car- 
roll of  Currollton,  Captain  William  Hyde,  Rezin  Ham- 
mond, John  Bullcn,  Dr.  Richard  Tootell,  John  Weems, 
Joseph  Gcdloivcty,  Stephen  Steivard,  John  Thomas,  Tho- 
mas Tillard,  Marmaduke  H'yvill,  Thomas  IVatkins,  Sen., 
Richard  Harivood,  Jun.,  Thomas  Jt'atkins,  Jun.,  Thomas 
Dorsey,  John  Dorsey,  Dr.  EjJiraim  Howard,  John  Hor- 
sey,{son  oi  Michael)  Edward  Gaithcr,  Jun.,  Caleb  Dor- 
sey, Richard  Stringer,  Dr.  Charles  Aleiander  Warfield, 
John  Burgess,  John  Davis,  Benjamin  Howard,  Elijah 
Robinson,  and  Thomas  Hammond,  or  any  seven  or  more 
of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  a  Committee 
of  Observation  for  the  County,  for  the  term  of  one  year. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  Thomas 
Johnson,  Jun.,  Samuel  Chase,  fVilliam  Faca,  and  Charles 
Carroll  of  Carrollton,  Esq.,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
be  Delegates  to  represent  this  County  in  Convention,  for 
the  said  terra  of  one  year. 

ANNE  ARUNDEL  COUNTY  (maRYLANd)   COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Anna-polis,  Wednesday,  Sept.  13,  177.5 : 
Resolved,  That  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  Bricc  T. 
B.  Jf'orthington,  Caplam  William  Hyde,  Matthias  Ham- 
mond, Dr.  Richard  Tootell,  John  Bullcn,  and  Johi  Tho- 
mxis,he  a  Committee  to  license  suits  in  this  County,  during 
the  term  of  one  vear. 


Resolved,  That  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  B.  T.  B. 
Worthington,  Captain  William  Hyde,  Matthias  Ham- 
mond, and  Dr.  Richard  Tootell,  be  a  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence for  this  County,  for  the  said  term  of  one  year. 

Signed  by  order:  Gabriel  Duvall,  Clerk. 


MEETING  OF  INHABITANTS  OF  CALVERT  COUNTY,  MARYLAND. 

Calvert  County,  Mai-yland,  September  12,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
County,  at  their  Court-House,  were  present:  Five  Mem- 
bers of  the  late  Convention  ;  Edward  Gantt  in  the  Chair; 
William  Hickman,  Jun.,  Clerk. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Richard  Farran,  Benjamin 
Mackall,  Samuel  Hanse,  Edward  Reynolds,  William 
I-jyles,  IValter  Smitli,  Charles  Graham,  John  Turner, 
James  Height,  Dr.  .fames  Gray,  Dr.  Edward  Johnson, 
Kenzey  Jones,  Joseph  JVilkinson,  Rev.  Thomas  John 
Clagctt,  Benjamin  Mackall,  4tli,  or  any  seven  of  them,  be 
and  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  of  Observation  for 
the  said  County,  for  the  term  of  one  year. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Edward  Gantt,  Alexander  So- 
merville,  Fatrick  Sim  Smith,  Benjamin  Mackall,  4th,  and 
William  Allen,  ov  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  Delegates 
to  represent  this  County  in  Convention. 

In  Committee,  Monday,  September  18,  1775. 

i?eso/i)C(/,  That  Benjamin  Mackall,  Esq.,  Walter  Smith, 
Edward  Reynolds,  Samuel  Hanse,  James  Height,  Rich- 
ard Farran,  and  Kenzey  Jones,  be  a  Committee  to  license 
suits  in  this  Coimty. 

Resolved,  That  Benjamin  Mackall,  Esq.,  Rev.  Thomas 
J.  Clagett,  Charles  Graham,  Edward  Reynolds,  and  Ben- 
jamin Mackall,  4th,  be  a  Committee  of  Correspondence. 

MEETING    OF    INHABITANTS    OF    THE    LOWER    DISTRICT    OF 
FREDERICK  COUNTY,  MARYLAND. 

Frederick  County,  September  16,  1775. 

Agreeable  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Provincial 
Convention,  the  Freemen  of  the  Lower  District  of  Frede- 
rick County  met  at  Charles  Hungerford's  on  the  12th  of 
this  instant,  and  voted  in  the  following  gentlemen  as  a 
Committee  of  Observation  :  Captain  Henry  Griffith,  Dr. 
Sprigg  JVootton,  Zadock  Magruder,  Thomas  Cramphin, 
Samuel  W.  Magruder,  George  Beall,  Jun.,  John  Mur- 
dock,  Richard  Brooke,  Charles  Griffith,  Allen  Bowie, 
Robert  Owen,  William  Luckett,  Jonathan  Jl'ilson,  Ed- 
ivard  Burgess,  Gerard  Brisco,  Francis  Deakins,  and  Ar- 
chibald  Orme. 

Dr.  ff'ootton,  from  the  great  extent  of  his  private  busi- 
ness, declined  serving  as  a  Delegate.  Captain  Griffith 
likewise  declined.  Mr.  Richard  Brooke  declared  his  in- 
tention of  standing  the  poll.  Captain  Griffth,  from  the 
solicitations  of  the  people,  was  induced  to  olfer  his  service. 
A  box  being  prepared,  the  people  were  desired  to  give  in 
their  ballots,  when  a  very  large  majority  appearing  for 
Captain  Griffth,  Mr.  Brooke  closed  tiie  poll,  and  Captain 
Griffith  was  declared  elected. 

The  Committee  then  met,  and  appointed  Captain  Hen- 
ry Griffth,  Dr.  Sprigg  Ji'ootton,  Zadock  Magruder, 
Thomas  Cramphin,  Jun.,  Samuel  W.  Magruder,  John 
Murdoch-,  and  Allen  Bowie,  a  Committee  for  licensing 
suits,  and  Dr.  Wootton  and  John  Murdock  a  Committee 
of  Correspondence. 

The  Committee  for  licensing  suits  in  the  Lower  District 
will  meet  on  tlie  first  and  third  Mondays  in  every  month, 
at  Hungerford's  Tavern,  by  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, r-  V  r-i    7 
Simon  INichols,  Clerk. 


MEETING  OF  INHABITANTS  OF  CHARLES  COUNTY,  MARYLAND. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Charles  County,  at 
the  Court-House  in  Fort  Tobacco  Town,  on  Tuesday,  the 
12th  day  of  September,  177.5,  Daniel  Jenifer,  John  Dent, 
Robert  T.Hooc,  William  Smallwood,  Samuel  Hanson,  (son 
of  Samuel,)  John  H.  Stone,  and  William  Harrison,  Mem- 
bers of  tiie  late  Convention,  attended,  when  the  people 
proceeded  to  choose  thirty-two  persons  for  a  Committee  of 
Observation,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  late  Provincial 
Convention,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected,  tc 
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wit:  Francis  Ware,  Josias Hawkins,  Willinm  Smalhvood, 
Geortre  Dent,  Robert  T.  Hooc,  Samuel  Hanson,  Jun., 
Benjamin  Philpot,  John  Marshall,  Kenemin  Truman  Stod- 
dart,  Gustavus  It.  Broirn,  John  Dent,  Thomas  Hams, 
Thomas  Hanson  Marshall,  Zephaninh  Turner,  Richard 
Bams,  Joseph  H.  Harrison,  John  H.  Slonc,  If'illiarn 
Harrison,  Thomas  Simms,  H'arren  Dent,  Samuel  Love, 
Bennett  Dyson,  Joshua  Satindcrs,  Richard  Speakc,  Tho- 
mas Stone,  Alexander  Mcl'herson,  Jun.,  Samuel  Hanson 
of  Samuel,  Walter  H.  Jenifer,  Robert  Sinnett,  Daniel 
Jenifer,  Charles  S.  Smith,  and  Henry  Smith  Hawkins, 
or  any  seven  or  more  of  tliein,  to  be  a  Committee  ol  Ob- 
servation for  ti)is  County,  for  the  term  of  one  year. 

And  immediately  after  llie  said  election,  the  following 
five  gentlemen  were  chosen,  by  ballot,  to  represent  this 
County  in  Provincial  Convention,  for  the  term  of  one  year : 
William  Smallwood,  Francis  fi'are,  Josias  Hawkins,  Tho- 
mas Stone,  and  Robert  T.  Hooe. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  Charles  County,  on 
Wednesday,  the  '27th  of  September,  William  Smallwood, 
Esq.,  in  the  Chair,  and  John  l^uinn  Clerk,  Messrs.  Wil- 
liam Smallwood,  Francis  Ware,  Josias  Hawkins,  George 
Dent,  Samuel  Hanson,  Jun.,  John  Dent,  and  WarreJi 
Dent,  were  chosen,  by  ballot,  to  license  suits  in  this  Coun- 
ty, agreeable  to  an  order  of  the  late  Convention  ;  and 
Messrs.  Robert  T.  Hooc,  Daniel  Jenifer,  John  H.  Stone, 
Walter  H.  Jenifer,  and  Zcphaniah  Turner,  were  chosen 
a  Committee  of  Correspondence. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Committee  appointed  Messrs. 
Robert  T.  Hooc,  Samuel  Love,  and  Samuel  Hanson,  to 
receive  gifts  and  contributions,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
the  Provincial  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  unanimously  accord  to 
the  Resolutions  of  the  late  Provincial  Convention,  held  at 
Annapolis  the  26ih  day  of  July  last,  and  will,  so  far  forth 
as  lies  in  their  power,  carry  the  same  into  execution. 

Whereas  vast  numbers  of  executions  have  issued,  and 
may  continue  to  issue,  on  judgments  obtained  against  many 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  County,  to  the  great  vexation  of 
some  and  ruin  of  others,  who  have  it  not  in  their  power  to 
pay  their  just  debts  at  this  time  of  general  stoppage  to  our 
trade,  when  their  effects  would  not  command  money  at 
half  value,  were  they  offered  at  publick  or  private  sale  ; 
and  as  mucii  distress,  disorder,  and  ruin,  may  happen  be- 
fore the  Provincial  Convention  can  have  the  particular 
situation  of  this  County  under  their  consideration,  and  grant 
relief,  we  think  it  our  duty,  in  the  mean  time,  to  apply  such 
remedies,  for  the  ease  and  quiet  of  the  people,  as  seem  to 
us  most  just  and  reasonable  :    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  where  executions  are  already  served, 
and  the  debtors  cannot  pay  the  debt  or  supersede,  of  which 
the  Committee  for  licensing  suits  shall  judge,  the  debtor 
ought  tiien  to  offer  the  creditor  the  best  security  in  his 
power,  before  the  aforesaid  Committee,  which  if  the  creditor 
unreasonably  refuse,  they  are  then  to  direct  the  Sheriffof  the 
County  to  enlarge  the  debtor,  at  the  risk  of  the  creditor. 

That  the  Committee  for  licensing  suits  immediately  give 
notice  to  the  Sheriff,  to  return  all  such  executions  as  he  lias 
not  already  served,  to  the  creditors  or  persons  who  put 
them  into  his  hands,  and  desire  them  to  order  a  return  of 
countermand  ihcreon,  unless  they  can  show  cause  to  the  said 
Committee  why,  without  oppression,  they  may  bo  served. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Clerk  of  this  Couniy,  to 
deliver  no  execution  on  any  judgment  already  obtained, 
without  leave  of  the  Conunittee  aforesaid  ;  that  if  any  exe- 
cution, on  judgment  obtained  in  the  Provincial  Court, 
should  hereafter  come  to  the  hands  of  the  Sheriff,  he  is 
hereby  desired  not  to  serve  the  same,  but  give  notice  to 
the  creditor  or  creditors,  or  person  or  persons,  who  put  the 
same  into  his  hands,  to  countermand,  or  appear,  as  afore- 
said, and  show  cause  why,  without  oppression,  such  exe- 
cution may  be  served. 

Signed  by  order;  John  Gwinn,  Clerk. 

MII,ITI\    OFFICF.nS     OF    THE     LOWER     PRECINCT,     ORANGE 
COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 

At  a  general  training  of  the  Precinct  of  Orange,  were 
chosen  Ficld-Officers  and  others,  according  to  recommen- 
dation of  Consress : 


Abraham  f^nl,  Colonel;  Johannes  David  Blawvelt, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Johannes  Joseph  Blawvelt,  Major ; 
Jacobus  De  Clark,  Adjutant;  Isaac  Perry,  Quartermaster. 

Southern  Company  :  Johannes  Joseph  BUmvelt,  Cap- 
tain ;  James  Lent,  First  Lieutenant ;  James  Smith,  Second 
Lieutenant;  Hendrick  V.  D.  L.   Verbryck,  Ensign. 

Northern  Company  :  Isaac  Smith,  Captain  ;  Johannes 
Isaac  Blawvelt,  First  Lieutenant ;  William  Sickles,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Lambert  Smith,  Ensign. 

Eastern  Company :  Johannes  Bell,  Captain ;  John 
Sitcher,  First  Lieutenant ;  William  Graham,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  Daniel  Onderdonk,  Ensign. 


RETt.-RS    OF    MILITIA    OFFICERS    IN    BEEKMAN  S    PRECINCT, 
ULSTER  COUNTY,  NEW-YOBK. 

Beekman's  Precinct,  Scplembcr  13,  1775. 

Agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  the  Congress,  the  Commit- 
tee of  this  Precinct  has  waited  upon  several  Captains,  De 
Long,  Kmaugh,  and  Vincent,  who  all  refused  to  call  their 
several  Companies  on  the  occasion,  upon  which  we  gave 
them  proper  notice  by  advertising.  And  on  the  days  ap- 
pointed waited  upon  the  several  Companies,  wiien  the  fol- 
lowing persons  were  made  choice  of,  viz : 

Captain  Johannes  De  Long's  Beat  met  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember: Cornelius  T'an  Wyck,  Ca[)iAm;  Daniel  Lawrence, 
First  Lieutenant :  Martin  Cornwall,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Nathaniel  Cary,  Ensign. 

Captain  George  EmauglCs  Beat  met  the  6th  of  Septem- 
ber: William  Clark,  Captain;  Jonathan  Dentiis,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Daniel  Uhl,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Francis 
West,  Ensign. 

Captain  Joseph  Harris's  Beat  met  the  7th  of  Septem- 
ber:  Joseph  Reynolds,  Captain;  Nathaniel  Smith,  First 
Lieutenant;  John  Lossce,3un.,  Second  Lieutenant;  Peter 
Harris,  Ensign. 

Captain  Michael  T'inccnt's  Beat  met  the  8th  of  Sep- 
tember:  Israel  Vail,  Captain;  Jesse  Oakley,  First  Lieu- 
tenant; Edward  Adams,  Second  Lieutenant;  Stephen 
Forgarson,  Ensign. 

The  above  persons  being  duly  elected  for  officers,  we 
recommend  and  return  them  accordingly  :  and  remain,  Gen- 
tlemen, your  very  humble  servants.  By  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee :  Charles  Platt. 


RETURN  OF  MILITIA  OFFICERS  IN  JOHN  BEDELL  S  COMPANY, 
DUTCHESS  COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Militia  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain John  Bedell,  the  12th  of  September,  1775,  the  persons 
here  undernamed  were  chosen  as  Militia  olHcers,  out  of  the 
said  Company,  by  eighteen  persons,  who  are  the  number 
in  the  Company  that  have  signed  the  Association  ;  the 
remainder  of  the  Company,  including  officers,  being  against 
the  measures  reconnnended  by  Congress,  for  regulating  the 
Militia,  voted  universally  for  old  officers,  who  hold  their 
commissions  under  Government,  (the  names  of  whom  you 
have  also  hereunto  amiexed.) 

Andreiv  Hill,  Captain  ;  Cornelius  Brinckerhoff,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Francis  Way,  Jun.,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Abraham  La  Doiix,  Ensign. 

Henrv  Schenck, 
\Vm.  Van  Wyck, 
Persons  who  presided  at  the  election. 

Names  of  persons  opposed  to  the  measures  recommended 
by  Congress,  for  regulating  the  Militia,  in  John 
Bedell's  Company,  viz: 

Mm  I1,<,I,.1I.  N;,tI.;Miipl  W,.cks,        Jolin  Can; 

.1"' "-  >'  'i'.  ."-:■■'  :'i'  \V,    ;,,.  \ii,  .:r,^,.  I.iiling, 


\(.ri!,.ii,i  I'urdy, 
.lolin  Wood,  (son  of 

thzrkiali, 
John  Stouten, 
Cliarlos  Vincent, 
Rliuelscn  Garrison, 
John  Peck, 
Lawrence  Daily, 
Abraham  Travis, 
Sutton  Baily, 
John  Gary,  Jr., 
Isaac  Washbourn, 
Isaac  Win, 


J:u.,.  ,.    \V,iv, 

.■Matlheu-  Diivs, 

Aii.lr.n-  Scoutcu, 

Nicholas  Slo'nn, 

John  J.'llers, 

Peter  Storm, 

l!en|:iiiiin  (ierow. 

Josias  Rufjhee, 

John  Liiidebeck, 

Josias  Seacor, 

Knoch  I'urdy, 

(iershom  Boun, 

Joseph  Durroughs, 

William  Scouten, 

Jolianues  Langdon, 

William  Gosline, 

Joseph  Woml, 

Abraham  Ncphcus, 

Joseph  Carv, 

George  Nepheus, 

Isaac  Wood, 

Isaac  Guion, 

Joseph  Purdy, 

John  Wood, 
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Mordecai  Brown, 
Oliver  Brown, 
Oliver  La  Doux, 
Thomas  Craft, 
Peter  Du  Bois, 


Abraham  Young, 
John  Algelt, 
William  Algelt, 
James  Way, 
William  Halstead, 


Nathaniel  La  Doux,    Marvin  Rowland, 
Johannes  Swartwout,  Thomas  Wood, 
Joseph  Win,  Joseph  Post, 

Joseph  Lane,  Samuel  Kctehum, 

Benjamin  Lisk,  Benj.  GeldersU'avi 


Samuel  Brown, 
Jeremiah  Hitt, 
Benj.  Hashrook, 
James  (Jran, 
John  Slutt, 
Epliraim  Scoute 
Jesse  Wood, 
Harry  Light, 
Simon  Mayln'e, 
William  La  Uuc 


COLONEL    ISRAEL    MOREV    TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE 
OF  3AKETY. 

Orford,  September  12,  177.'). 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  Colonel  Balcll 
niaiclied  witli  liis  Companies  last  Thursday,  Friday,  and 
Saturday,  excepting  twenty  men  belonging  to  Captaiii  Os- 
good,viK\c\\  came  to  Orford  last  evening,  and  went  off  this 
morning  in  high  spirits;  I  think  a  nimiber  of  very  line  sol- 
diers in  each  Company.  JMajor  Israd  Curtis  raised  a  Com- 
pany of  Volunteers  in  three  days,  and  marched  on  Sunday 
from  Hanover,  and  this  day  left  Orford,  in  company  with 
Captain  Osgood.  It  is  expected  that  a  number  more  will 
soon  follow  the  example — a  most  noble  spirit  this — a  num- 
ber of  which  from  Dartmouth  College.  1  have  helped  to 
fix  them  out,  and  hope  the  Committee  and  Congress  will 
think  I  did  what  was  right,  though  at  my  own  risk  at  pre- 
sent. The  Major  and  n)en  are  to  join  the  Army  if  wanted  ; 
but  if  not,  to  be  upon  his  hook,  and  to  return  when  not 
wanted. 

Lieutenant  Allen,  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys,  brought 
express  orders  for  Colonel  Bedell  to  march  immediately.  I 
think  he  has  acted  himself  much  to  his  honour  in  pushing 
the  Companies  forward.  Mr.  Alkn  has  enlisted  a  Com- 
pany, of  about  forty-five  men,  nigh  here,  most  of  which 
marclied  off  with  Colonel  Bedell,  which  Colonel  Butte  sup- 
plied with  meat,  bread,  &ic. 

The  occasion  of  Major  Curtis^s  raising  these  men  was  by 
news  from  General  Schuyler  that  he  wanted  men,  and  that 
the  General  had  moved  off  with  his  Army,  and  was  sick 
with  the  fever  and  ague  when  he  moved  forward.  Mr. 
Allen  informs  us  that  Captain  Baker,  oncj  of  the  Captains 
of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys,  was  killed  by  our  enemy, 
who  was  a  very  brave  officer. 

I  think,  Gentlemen,  it  is  of  much  importance  that  the 
commissions  for  the  Regiment  are  forwarded  by  Mr.  Por- 
ter,\\\e  post,asyou  must  think  that  our  Minute-Men  should 
be  in  readiness,  as  we  don't  know  how  the  affair  of  our 
Army  may  turn,  which  have  gone  against  St.  John's.  If  our 
Army  is  defeated,  our  Minute-Men,  k.c.,  most  certainly  will 
be  wanted  ;  and  as  Mr.  Porter  comes  round  by  them,  he 
can  bring  all  the  commissions  for  the  four  Regiments  on 
Connecticut  River,  and  for  the  Minute-I\Ien,  with  blanks 
for  the  Captains,  &:c. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  respect,  your  humble  servant, 
Israel  Morey. 

Orford,  New.IIampshu-o,  September  12,  1775. 

Last  Thursday  began  their  march  from  Haverhill,  Coos, 
Colonel  Timothy  Bedell,  with  his  three  Companies  of  Ran- 
gers, in  order  to  join  General  Schuyler  in  his  expedition 
against  St.  John's,  &,c.  Also  marched,  at  the  same  time, 
part  of  a  Company  under  the  command  of  Captain  J'cal, 
who  is  one  of  the  Green  ilioi/n/ai/i  Boys,  enlisted  by  Lieu- 
tenants Allen  and  Scalley  ;  said  Company  consisted  of  n)en 
horn  these  parts.  Likewise  marched  this  day  an  Indepen- 
dent Company  of  Volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Israel  Curtis,  of  Hanover,  which  he  raised  on  hearing  that 
troops  were  wanted  to  go  to  the  westward  ;  they  were  en- 
listed, equipped  themselves,  and  mai'ched  in  three  days. 
This  shows  their  warm  zeal  for  their  Country's  defence. 

ORDERS  TO  COLONEL  MOULTRIE. 

In  Council  of  Safety  of  South. Carolina,  ) 
Charlestown,  September  13,  1775.       I 

Sir  :  You  are  to  detach  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  under 
such  command  as  you  shall  judge  most  proper  for  the  ser- 
vice, to  embark  this  night  at  a  proper  time  of  the  tide,  to 
proceed  with  the  utmost  secrecy,  and  land  at  a  convenient 
place  on  James's  Island.  Mr.  Vcrree  and  Mr.  Wm.  Gihbs 
will  be  at  Captain  Stone's,  or  in  the  neighbourhood,  attend- 
ing the  landing,  in  order  to  conduct  the  commanding  officer 


to  Fovi  Johnson,  which  he  is  to  enter  and  take  possession 
of  with  as  much  secrecy  and  silence  as  possible,  taking  espe- 
cial care  that  none  belonging  to  the  Fort  escape,  and  that 
no  intelligence  be  given  but  by  his  orders.  When  the  offi- 
cer who  shall  be  sent  upon  this  service  is  in  possession  of 
the  Fort,  he  is  immediately  to  give  notice  to  this  Board,  and 
wait  for  orders  ;  except  only  in  case  the  man-of-war,  now 
lying  in  the  Rebellion  Road,  should  make  an  attempt  to 
attack  the  Fort,  or  proceed  against  this  Town,  when  lie  is 
to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  prevent  her  progress. 
Captain  Stone,  o(  James's  Island,  will  order  his  Company  of 
Militia  to  join  the  Troops  which  you  send,  and  the  whole 
are  to  be  detained  till  relieved  by  our  order. 
By  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety: 

Henry  Laurens,  President. 
William  Moultrie,  Esq.,  Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment. 

GENERAL  ORDERS  BY  COLONEL  MOULTRIE. 

September  14,  1775,  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Ordered,  that  Captains  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney, 
Bernard  Elliot,  and  Francis  Marion's  Companies,  be  im- 
mediately completed  to  fifty  men  each,  from  their  respec- 
tive corps,  and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  in 
three  hours.  Colonel  Motte  is  appointed  for  this  command, 
and  will  receive  his  orders  from  the  conmianding  officer. 

September  15,  1775. 

Ordered,  that  Ca|)tains  Benjamin  Cattell,  Adam  Mc- 
Donald,and  John  Barnwell's  Companies,  of  the  First  Re- 
giment, and  that  Captains  Peter  Horry  and  Francis  Hu- 
ger's  Companies,  be  completed  to  fifty  men  each,  and  to 
hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march.  Major  Owen  Ro- 
berts to  command  this  detachment. 

To  Major  Owen  Roberts,  of  the  First  Regiment. 

Sir  :  You  are  to  proceed  with  your  detachment  to  Gads- 
den's wharf,  where  you  will  find  two  schooners  ready  to 
take  on  board  your  party;  with  them  you  will  proceed  to 
Fon  Johitson,  on  James's  Island.  On  your  arrival  there, 
you  are  to  send  an  officer  to  Colonel  Motte,  to  acquaint  him; 
then  to  march  to  (he  Fort,  and  put  yourself  under  his  com- 
mand. You  are  not  to  suliljr  any  boats  to  obstruct  your 
passage.  

To  Lieutenant- Colonel  M(itte. 

Sir:  I  have  sent  Major  Roberts  with  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men  to  re-enforce  you.  You  are  to  defend  the  Fort 
from  all  parties  that  may  attempt  to  land;  but  if  the  man- 
of-war  sliould  attack  the  Fort,  and  you  find  you  caimot 
make  a  stand  against  her,  you  are  to  withdraw  your  men  to 
some  place  of  safety,  out  of  the  reach  of  her  guns ;  but 
you  are  to  take  care  not  to  suiier  any  parties  to  land  with 
an  intent  to  damage  the  Fort. 


SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

By  the  Honoxtrablc  William  Henry  Drayton,  Esquire. 
A  Declaration. 

Whereas  the  liberties  of  America  being  treacherously 
and  cruelly  violated  by  an  abandoned  Administration  in 
Great  Britain,  surrounding  the  Throne,  and  deceiving 
Majesty  for  their  own  corrupt  purposes,  thirteen  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  including  New-Hamjishire  to  the  north,  and 
Georgia  to  the  south,  virtuously,  gloriously,  and,  thanks  to 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  successfully,  are  confederated,  at  the 
hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  wrest  fiom  the  hands 
of  traitors  those  invaluables  which  they  had  ravished  from 
them,  and  which  the  Americans  have  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  recover  by  every  peaceable  mode  of  application: 

And  whereas  the  tools  of  Administration  have  encour- 
aged certain  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  to  attempt,  by  every 
practicable  measure,  to  opjjose  and  to  counteract  the  vir- 
tuous efibrts  of  America;  these  inhabitants,  men  of  low 
degree  among  us,  though  of  eminence  in  this  new  Coun- 
try;  men  totally  illiterate,  though  of  common  natural  parts  ; 
men  endeavouring,  in  this  calamitous  time,  to  rise  in  the 
world  by  misleading  their  honest  neighbours ;  men  who 
are  by  his  Excellency  the  Governour  promised  to  be 
amply  rewarded  for  such  an  infamous  conduct;  these  men 
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the 


)win"Iy  deceiving  llieir  neighbours,  and  wicl.-edly  selling 
ir  Counliv,  have  pniclised  every  art,  fraud,  and  misre- 
presentation,'to  raise  in  this  Colony  an  oi.posilion  to  the 
voice  of  America.  To  oppose  this  hellish  plan,  the  hon- 
ourable the  Council  of  Safety  for  this  Colony  commissioned 
the  Rev.  Jlilliam  Teiincnt  and  myself  to  make  a  progress 
through  the  distiubed  parts  of  this  Colony,  "  to  explain  to 
the  peo\)\e  at  large  the  nature  of  the  unhappy  disputes 
between  Cireat  Britain  and  the  Amcriruii  Colonics." 
Thousands  heard  and  believed  us ;  they  owned  their  full 
conviction  ;  ihey  expressed  ilieir  concern  that  they  had 
been  misled ;  and  they  most  sincerely  acceded  to  the  As- 
sociation formed  by  the  authority  of  our  late  Congress. 
Such  a  proceeding  did  not  accord  with  the  designs  of  these 
men,  betrayers  of  llieir  Country,  or  the  wishes  of  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governour,  who,  by  letters,  instigated  them 
to  strengthen  their  party.  To  prevent  a  further  defection, 
the  leaders  of  the  parly  resolved,  by  the  din  of  arms,  to 
drown  the  voice  of  reason.  For  such  an  infernal  purpose, 
by  the  instigation  oi  Moses  Kirklaml,  on  or  about  the  29tli 
of  August  last,  men  did  assemble  in  arms,  and  with  hos- 
tile intentions.  My  immediately  assembling  and  marching 
with  a  part  of  the  Militia  caused  these  men  to  disperse; 
but  now  other  leaders  of  the  same  malignant  party,  cor- 
respondents of  his  Excellency  the  Governour,  have  as- 
sembled men  in  arms  on  .the  north  side  of  Saluda  River, 
who  are  now  actually  encamped,  at  a  charge  and  expense 
which  his  Excellency  the  Governour  has  promised  to  pay ; 
and  these  men  threaten  to  attack  the  Troops  under  my 
orders.  Wherefore,  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  civil  blood- 
shed, I  think  it  my  duty  to  issue  this  declaration,  in  order 
that  I  may  leave  no  moderate  step  untried,  to  recover  a 
few  of  our  unhappy  countrymen  from  those  delusions,  by 
which  they  have  been  drawn  on  to  lift  their  arms  against 
their  injured  Country,  gloriously  struggling  to  enjoy  the 
rights  of  mankind. 

And  whereas  his  Excellency  the  Governour  has  issued 
private  directions  that  all  Magistrates  and  Militia  Olticers 
be  required  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  under  the  pen- 
alty of  dismission  from  their  several  stations :  I  do  hereby 
declare  that,  in  point  of  law,  his  Excellency  hasnoauthor- 
itv  to  make  such  rccpiisition  from  persons  who  have  already 
sworn  according  to  law,  when  they  were  inve-ted  in  oflices 
civil  and  military  ;  and  that  it  is  not  only  highly  unbecom- 
ing in  His  I\lajesty's  representative  to  threaten  His  Majes- 
ty's subjects,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  do  things  not 
warranted  in  law,  but  such  a  conduct  is  of  a  most  destructive 
tendency  to  the  good  of  the  King's  real  service,  inasmuch 
as  it  tends  to  convince  the  people  that  His  Majesty's  ser- 
vants in  high  trust  in  America,  as  well  as  in  Britain, 
equally  consi)ire  to  act  without  authority  in  law,  to  the 
destruction  of  their  jusi  rights  and  privileges. 

And  whereas  the  leaders  of  our  unhappy  and  deceived 
countrymen,  now  assembled  in  arms  against  the  liberties 
of  America,  have  drawn  them  into  this  dangerous  and  dis- 
graceful situation,  by  filling  their  minds  with  fears  and 
apprehensions  that  their  lives  and  jiroperties  are  in  danger 
from  the  designs  of  Congress,  the  honoui'able  the  Council 
of  Safely,  the  General  Committee,  and  the  Troops  under 
my  orders,  because  they,  our  said  countrymen,  have  not 
acceded  to  our  Association  :  wherefore,  to  remove  all  such 
illfounded  apprehensions,  in  the  name  of  and  by  the  author- 
ity vested  in  me  by  the  honourable  the  Council  of  Safety, 
I  solemnly  declare  that  all  such  apprehensions  arc  actually 
groundless.  And  1  also  declare,  in  the  name  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safely,  that  our  said  unhappy  and  deceived  country- 
men may,  in  perfect  safely  of  their  lives,  persons,  and  pro- 
perties, repair  to  and  continue  to  dwell  and  abide  at  home, 
so  long  as  they  shall  clioose  to  behave  peaceably.  We 
shudder  even  at  the  idea  of  distressing  them  in  any  shajie  ; 
we  abhor  the  idea  of  compelling  any  person  to  associate 
with  us ;  we  only  with  sorrow  declare  that  any  person  who 
will  not  associate  with  and  aid  and  comfort  us,  in  this  ar- 
duous struggle  for  our  liberties,  cannot  by  us  be  considered 
as  friendly  lo  us;  and  ihereforo  thai  we  cannot  aid  and 
comfort  such  person,  by  holding  that  intercourse  and  com- 
munication with  such  person  as  is  usually  held  between 
friends. 

And  thus  having,  in  the  name  of  this  Colony,  declared 
the  terms  upon  which  peace  and  safety  may  be  had  and 
enjoyed  by  our  unfortunate  countrymen  as  aforesaid,  ii  is 


my  duty  also  lo  declare  that  I  shall  march  and  attack,  as 
publick  enemies,  all  and  everv  person  in  arms,  or  to  be  in 
arms,  in  this  part  of  the  Colony,  in  opposition  to  the  mea- 
sures of  Congress ;  and  having  with  the  utmost  patience 
and  industry  gently  endeavoured  to  persuade  men  to  a 
peaceable  conduct,  1  now  shall,  with  equal  patience  and 
industry,  prosecute  military  measures  with  the  utmost 
vigour;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  that,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  .(^/m/g-Ary,  witness  of  our  endeavours  to  avert  the 
calamities  of  war,  we  '^hall  speedily  obtain  the  wish  of 
every  virtuous  American — peace,  safety,  and  security  to 
our  rights. 

Gixen   under  my  hantl,  this   i;3th  day  of  SiptemLer,  at 
the  camp  near  Nincti/-Si-i. 

William  Henry  Dravton. 


GLOICKSTEK  COINTV   (vIHOINIa)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  meeting,  held  for  Gloucester  Coun- 
ty, at  the  Court-House  of  ihe  said  County,  on  the  13th 
day  of  September,  1775:  Present,  the  Chairman,  and  lliirty- 
iwo  Members. 

Agreeable  to  the  Ordinance  of  the  Convention,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  nominated  Olhcers  in  the  Militia 
for  the  County  of  Gloucester : 

Jl'arner  Letvis,  Esq.,  County  Lieutenant;  Sir.^o/i«  Pey- 
ton, Baronet,  Colonel;  James  JVhiting,  Gentleman,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ;  James  BosxccU,  Gentleman,  Major. 

Captains:  Gibson  Cuverius,  John  Camp,  Richard 
Matthews,  George  Booth,  Jasper  Clai/ton,  John  Hubbard, 
John  Whiting,  JohnBillups,  Sen.,  Benjamin  Shackelford, 
John  lliUis",  Robert  Matthcivs,  Itilliam  Buckner,^John 
Dixon,  Richard  Bilhqts,  and  Ullliam  Smith. 

Lieutenants :  Samuel  Can/,  Richard  Hall,  John  Fos- 
ter, James  Bay  top,  Thomas  Buckncr,  George  Green, 
IVilliam  Sears,  James  Bentli/,  Edtcard  Matthews.  John 
Billups,. ]un..  Dudlcj  Cari,,'Hu!^h  Hayes,  Churchill  Ar- 
mistead,  Philip  Tabb,  John  Foster,  Jun.,  and  Robert 
Gaylc. 

Ensigns:  Henry  Stevens,  IVilliam  Dawes,  JVilliom 
Haywood,  Thomas  Baytop,  John  Fox,  James  Laughlin, 
ff illiam  Bently,  Christopher  Garland,  Peter  Bernard, 
John  Hayes,  Samuel Fddis,  Thomas  Tabb,  Richard  Davis, 
Josiah  Foster,  George  Plummer,  and  John  Gale. 

Mr.  Purdie  is  desired  to  publish  the  above  in  his  Ga- 
zette. Jasper  Clayton,  Clerk. 


Frcdericksbiir!;h,  Virginia,  Sfptombcr  13,  1773, 

Ai  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Convention,  for  superintending  the  manufactory  of  Small- 
Arms,  at  Fredericksburgh,  on  Mondai/  the  l.'ith  of  Scp- 
:tv,v/«r,  1775: 

The  Commissioners  intend  to  meet  on  the  10th  day  of 
October  next,  at  Fredericksburgh,  for  the  jiurjiose  of  en- 
gaging a  further  number  of  Gunsmiths,  and  other  artists, 
capable  of  managing  that  business  in  its  various  branches. 
All  persons  who  are  willing  to  enter  into  the  service  for  a 
year  at  the  least,  and  can  come  well  recommended  for  skill 
and  sobriety,  are  desired  to  attend;  if  agreed  with,  they 
will  have  good  encouragement,  according  to  their  merit, 
and,  at  all  events,  be  paid  for  their  attendance  and  travel- 
ling.    Good  Locksmiths  are  much  wanting. 

The  Commissioners. 


TO  THE  FREEMEN  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

"  A^  you  love  your  liberties,  exorcise  your  virtue;  tliey  depend 
upon  it " 

The  lime  is  now  approaching,  when  a  period  will  in  course 
be  put  to  the  present  House  of  Assembly  in  this  Province, 

The  duty  of  a  Representative  of  ihe  people,  in  the 
ordinary  routine  of  business,  is  simple  and  easy  ;  but  when 
extraordinary  incidents  occur,  when  questions  of  the 
greatest  magnitude  and  of  the  highest  importance  to  the 
interests  and  welfare  of  the  community  are  oiiered  and  dis- 
cussed in  that  branch  of  the  Legislature,  it  is  highly  neces- 
sary we  have  an  eye  to  men  of  a  liberal  way  of  thinking,  of 
great  t'lrmness  of  mind,  of  property,  weight,  and  influence, 
for  our  Representatives. 

But  it  is  not  even  sufficient  that  a  candidate  be  posses- 
sed of  all  these  qualities :  he  may  possibly  have  a  wrong 
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turn,  from  conversation  or  connection  with  persons  of  an  ill 
cast.  His  political  principles  ought  therefore  to  be  well 
known  and  ajiproved  before  he  is  employed  in  publick 
affairs. 

It  is  a  fault  too  common  among  us,  that  a  Representative 
is  often  chosen  by  the  people,  without  considering  the  weight 
and  importance  he  will  hold  in  Assembly:  for  it  is  there  he 
is  to  act  his  part;  it  is  there  lie  is  to  answer,  by  his  ijualifi- 
cations,  the  views,  and  ends  of  his  constituents. 

The  present  times  are  big  with  events  of  the  last  impor- 
tance to  this  Country.  Questions  may  and  doubtless  will 
arise  in  the  course  of  another  twelve  months,  nearly  touch- 
ing our  estates,  our  liberties,  and  our  lives;  and  if  we  have 
no  men  fit  for  such  business,  the  mischiefs  that  will  happen, 
from  a  want  of  liberal  knowledge  and  the  other  indispensa- 
ble qualities  I  have  mentioned,  may  prove  irretrievable 
misfortunes  to  us. 

Human  nature  is  comjioscd  of  the  strongest  inconsisten- 
cies and  contradictions.  The  world  is  too  apt  to  ascribe 
every  good  quality  to  a  nian,  because  he  has  one  or  two  in 
an  eminent  degree ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  a  proper  way  of 
judging.  I  have  seen  mingled  in  the  same  motley  charac- 
ter the  most  opposite  qualities  of  virtue  and  vice,  of  wis- 
dom and  folly,  that  can  be  imagined.  I  have  seen  very 
honest  men,  of  independent  foitunes,  diverted  by  an  unac- 
countable timidity  from  following  the  dictates  of  their 
understandings,  and  what  they  themselves  looked  upon  to 
be  their  duty.  Hence  it  plainly  and  necessarily  Ibllows, 
that  we  should  have  not  only  a  perfect  acquaintance  with 
the  head  and  heart  of  the  candidate,  but  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  his  turn  and  chai'acter,  and,  above  all  things,  be 
convinced. that  he  is  the  rigid  sort  of  man. 

Having  mentioned  to  you  my  sentiments  concerning 
whom  you  ought  to  prefer  as  Representatives,  1  shall  now 
beg  leave  to  say  whom  you  ought  not,  in  prudence,  to  suf- 
fer to  have  a  seat  there. 

"  Reject  bigots  of  all  kinds  and  sides:  those  men  whose 
minds  are  shut  up  in  band-boxes,  and  who  walk  upon  stilts, 
have  not  thoughts  large  enough  for  governing  society. 
Even  their  honesty,  when  they  have  any,  is  useless  to  the 
|Hiblick,  and  is  often  made  an  ill  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  have  none.  Reject  also  all  timorous,  (earful, 
and  dastardly  spirits;  men  who,  having  good  principles, 
either  dare  not  own  them  or  dare  not  act  according  to  them. 
Choose  not  men  who  are  noted  for  non-attendance,  and  who 
have  been  members,  without  waiting  on  the  duty  of  their 
station."*  Reject  all  placemen,  and  those  who  are  proper- 
ly called  Government-Men,  for  they  have  and  ever  will 
have  a  bias  and  leaning  in  some  sort  to  Government  mea- 
sures. If  there  are  any  who  have  written  or  spoken  senti- 
ments unfavourable  to  Amtrican  liberty,  regard  not  their 
pretensions  to  patriotism ;  they  are  false,  and  put  on  merely 
to  serve  the  times,  and  they  will  surely  discover  their  true 
colour  whenever  an  opportunity  otfers.  When  you  see  a 
man  neglecting  or  avoiding  the  important  duties  to  which 
he  has  had  the  honour  to  be  appointed,  when  you  see  his 
piques  and  little  passions  so  far  getting  the  better  of  a  love 
of  liberty  and  his  Country  as  to  make  him  desert  the  essential 
interests  of  the  community,  reject  him  by  aJI  means;  depend 
upon  it,  he  is  either  weak,  or  timid,  or  knavish,  and  there- 
fore unfit  to  serve  you.  Cast  ofl'the  trammels  and  fetters 
in  which  some  of  you  have  been  bound  by  a  spirit  of  party; 
forget  the  little  animosities  which  Jiave  engaged  your  minds, 
and  act  and  vote  for  the  best  interests  ol'your  Country.  I 
have  lived  long  enough  in  the  world  to  see  instances  of 
parly  rage  and  madness  which  have  touched  my  very  soul 
with  indignation.  1  have  seen  the  time  when  the  worst 
men  were  preferred  to  the  best ;  the  arrantest  knave  and 
most  publick  violator  of  his  publick  word  put  into  a  very 
honourable  post,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  treating 
his  Country  with  scorn  and  contempt.  Such  has  been  the 
depravity  of  some;  but  I  hope  there  is  now  so  great  and 
high  a  spirit  of  hberty  prevailing  among  us,  that  no  man  will 
venture  to  insult  this  Province  in  the  like  manner,  lest  he 
should  draw  down  upon  himself  the  vengeance  that  is  pre- 
pared in  the  minds  of  his  countrymen  for  such  atrocious 
behaviour. 

"  Now,  my  countrymen,  is  the  time  to  help  yourselves. 
Now  act  honestly  and  boldly  for  liberty,  or  forget  the  glo- 
rious and  charming  sound." 

»Cato's  Letters. 


NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE. 


epte 


13,  1775. 

Chair 


ACi 


The  Committee  met.    Present :  Henri/  Bansen, 
man,  and  thirty-six  Members, 

The  Report  of  the  Sub-Committee  to  examine  the  pa- 
pers of  If'illiam  McAdam  was  read,  with  the  examinations, 
aliidavits,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  lie  over  for  further  considera- 
tion. 

Ordered,  That  Evert  Bwicker,  John  Morton,  and  Abra- 
ham Durijcc,  be  a  Committee  to  call  on  Thomas  Gardi- 
ner, Robinson  if  Price,  Phcnii  &/■  Ten  Broeck,  Thomas 
CrabI),  rhilip  Bhinelandcr,  and  every  other  Merchant 
and  Shopkeeper  who  they  may  hear  have  sold  Pins  at  an 
extravagant  price,  and  to  inquire  of  them  the  quantity  they 
have  on  hand,  and  what  the  same  cost  them,  and  to  repre- 
sent to  them  that  this  Committee  will  be  obliged  to  take 
notice  of  their  conduct  in  a  manner  that  must  be  preju- 
dicial to  their  character  and  interest,  in  case  they  will  not 
give  assurances  that  they  will  dispose  of  their  Pins  in  future 
at  a  moderate  profit. 

On  motion,  Agreed,  That  this  Committee  ought  to  be 
augmented  by  adding  twenty  new  Members,  and  that  we 
will,  at  our  nest  stated  meeting,  consider  of  a  proper  mode 
to  recommend  the  same  to  our  fellow-citizens. 

Ordered,  That  IMessrs.  Robert  Raij  and  Evert  Banckcr, 
or  either  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  grant  Passes  to  Mas- 
ters or  Owners  of  Vessels  that  intend  to  leave  this  Port. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  superintend  the  election  of 
Officers  in  the  dilferent  Beats  in  the  Out  ^V'ard,  report  as 
follows,  viz: 

Beat  No.  2G :  I^aihan  Tylee,  r'a|)tain  :  James  Odlc, 
First  Lieutenant ;  Isaac  I  'an  Diisen,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Joseph  Hunt,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  27:  John  Grigg,  Captain;  Akvandtr  For- 
tin,  First  Lieutenant;  James  Bryant,  Hccond  Lieutenant  ; 
Jonathan  Tremain,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  'iS:  Theophilus  Anthonij,  Captain;  IVilliam 
Dc  JVitt,  First  Lieutenant ;  Martin  Stnjer,  Sucond  Lieu- 
tenant ;  John  Hanc,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  29:  Samuel  Benson,  Ca\nam  ;  John  Myers, 
First  Lieutenant;  John  Sickles,  Second  Lieutenant;  Abra- 
ham Bussimr,  Ensign. 


MKMOUl.VL  OF  U'JLLIAM    lUTCIUE  TO  THE   COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY, 

New-York,  .September  13,  1775. 
JViUiam  Ritchie  requests  permission  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  to  employ  a  small  vessel,  commanded  by  him- 
self, in  carrying  provisions,  and  such  articles  as  may  be 
wanted  at  the  camp,  from  this  port;  to  be  landed  at  Dart- 
mouth, Sandwich,  or  such  port  as  he  may  find  most  safe 
and  convenient.  \Vm.  Ritchie. 

BEVERLY  ROlilNSO.N-   TO  ZEPHAMAH   PLATT. 

flijjhlands,  .Septemher  13,  1775. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  our  Precinct  had  a  meeting,  and  chose  a 
Committee  of  twelve  persons,  out  of  which  number  three 
are  to  attend  the  County  Committee  ;  and  suppose  they 
will,  as  soon  as  they  can  conveniently,  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  Militia  Officers.  As  to  the  commission  you  jiroposed  to 
me,  though  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  serve  my  Country 
in  every  way  in  my  power,  yet  for  the  present  1  must  de- 
cline accepting  it. 

1  have  seen  the  person  I  mentioned  to  you  as  a  Major, 
and  believe  he  will  also  decline  taking  that  commission, 
though  he  did  not  give  me  a  positive  answer. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Beverly  Robinson. 
To  Zcphaniah  Piatt,  Esq.,  Jlemberof  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress at  New-  I'ork.        

TRYON  COUNTY  COMMITTEE  TO  NEW-VORK  CONGRESS. 
Tryon  County  Committee  Chamber,  September  13, 1775. 

Honourable  Gentlemen:  Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
this  Committee,  instead  of  our  late  Delegate  at  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  ofNciv-  York,  Mr.  John  Moore,  a  member 
of  our  Committee  was  chosen,  by  the  majority  of  votes 
to  represent  our  County  in  the  said  Provincial  Conr'i-ess  ai 
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Aew- I'orAr,  as  our  Delegate,  whom  ue  recommend  lo  be 
accordingly  accejited  for  iliai  purpose  ;  and  we  are  of  the 
humble  opinion  that  one  will  suffice  as  representative  for 
our  County,  as  the  exjienses  for  two  would  be  too  burden- 
some for  our  small  County. 

Relying  on  your  favourable  grant,  we  are  always,  with 
much  regard,  honourable  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  humble 
servants.     By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Nicholas  Herchkkimek,  C/uiirman. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Conirress  ai  yeiv-York. 


r.OVERSOUR   I'ATIUCK  TONVN  TO  GENERAL  GACE. 

St.  Augustine,  ScpteinljLT  11,  lT7."i. 

Sir  :  A  letter  from  the  Earl  ofDunmore,  dated  •2{hh  Au- 
gust, desires  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  entire  to  be  reinoved 
from  this  garrison  to  Virr^lnia,  provided  the  three  Cou)|)a- 
nies  of  the  Sixteenth  Regiment  be  arrived  in  it  fiom  Fcn- 
sacola. 

Major  jFu;7c/Hij-  has  a  letter  to  the  same  end,  enclosing 
two  from  your  Excellency,  one  of  -Zllh  July;  the  other  to 
Captain  Coojytr,  of  '29th. 

His  Lordship  makes  a  further  requisition  of  bedding,  for 
the  whole  Regiment,  ammunition,  powder,  lead,  dints,  car- 
tridge paper,  spare  arms,  and  provisions. 

Your  Excellency's  commands  of  '27th  July  diiect  the  de- 
tachment at  Virginia  lo  be  supplied  with  provisions  from 
this  place. 

Lord  Dunmorc  desires  the  transports  to  be  filled  with  pro- 
I'isions.  Our  duty  is  undoubtedly  to  assist  and  promote 
His  Majesty's  service  in  every  corner  where  it  be  possible 
lo  effect  it ;  at  the  same  time  to  consider  our  power  to  do 
it  at  a  distance,  when  His  Majesty's  service  as  importantly 
demands  our  attention  to  be  as  seriously  employed  on  the 
spot  where  we  are  placed.  Provisions  are  sent,  consistent 
\vith  our  own  circumstances,  a  return  of  which  is  enclosed 
to  your  Excellency,  with  a  return  of  what  remains  in  the 
garrison. 

This  Province,  cultivating  more  valuable  produce,  has 
liilherto  depended  for  a  constant  supply  of  provisions  from 
the  Norlhern  Provinces  of  ^4TOtrtVa,  but  is  now  excluded 
jfrom  all  comnmnication  with  lliem;  consequently,  we  are  in 
110  small  anxiety  in  respect  lo  provisions  for  this  year's  con- 
Eum[Uion. 

A  fellow  (Lcjnprlerc)  is  to  be  rewarded  in  Carolina  with 
a  large  ship,  mounting  several  guns,  for  an  act  of  piracy 
committed  off  this  bar.  He  is  to  be  stationc-d  to  cruise  otF 
St.  Mary's  River,  to  intercept  whatever  vessels  are  coming 
to  this  Province. 

No  opportunity  having  offered  before  to  convey  to  vour 
Excellency  an  account  of  this  audacious  attempt,  1  be" 
now  to  trouble  you  with  it.  The  ."id  o(  Au^rust,  in  the  after- 
noon, a  brig,  with  ordnance  stores,  came  off  this  bar.  The 
4tli.  the  Provincial  vessel  was  sent  to  lighten  the  brig,  lo 
bring  as  much  powder  out  of  her  as  she  could  stow.  The 
vessel  returned  the  .5th,  with  two  hundred  and  ninety-three 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  the  brig  being  sufficiently  lightened. 
The  6th  being  calm,  the  brig  couid  not  come  into  port. 
Tiie  7th,  in  the  morning,  at  low  water,  a  sloop,  which  was 
taken  for  a  negro  vessel,  run  on  board  the  brig,  boarded 
with  twenty-six  men,  armed,  took  away  a  hundred  and 
eleven  barrels  of  the  King's  powder,  and  some  for  the  mer- 
chants here.  .More  powder  would  have  been  taken,  but 
ten  soldiers  were  on  board  as  labourers,  without  arms,  to 
get  the  ordnance  stores  out  of  the  brig:  they  grew  angry, 
and  began  to  plot  to  seize  some  of  the  pirates'  arms,  to 
drive  them  out  of  the  brig.  The  pirates  took  the  alarm, 
evacuated  the  brig  in  confusion,  leaving  a  part  of  their 
orders,  signed  Ihnry  Laurrms,  and  a  draft  on  a  mer- 
chant in  Charkstown,  for  a  thousand  Pounds  steiling,  sign- 
ed by  the  commander,  Clement  Lempricre,  as  they  pre- 
tended, in  payment  for  the  powder.  The  instant  I  heard 
of  this  villany,  the  Provincial  vessel  was  equipped  wiili 
eight  pieces  of  small  ordnance,  an  oflicer,  and  thirty  pri- 
vates of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment,  and  sailed  in  pursuit  of 
the  pirates.  They  arrived  off  Savannah  Bar  a  few  hours 
after  the  pirate  slooj)  got  over  it,  and  went  the  inland  pas- 
sage lo  Beaufort,  in  Carolina,  from  which  place  she  had 
sailed.  In  consequence  of  the  protest  made  by  the  master 
of  the  brig,  the  enclosed  Proclamation  was  issued.  1  Iiave 
tried  to  get  it  inserted  in  the  Georgia  and  Carolina  papers. 


but  cannot  get  it  done.  If  your  Excellency  thinks  it  proper 
for  the  Boston  newspaper,  you  can  do  as  )  ou  please.  Since 
Lempriere  has  been  otf  here,  we  iiave  heard  of  two  armed 
schooners  cruising. 

The  three  Companies  of  the  Sixteenth  Regiment  not 
being  arrived,  your  Excellency's  orders  are  complied  with, 
to  send  another  detachment  lo  f  7rn-tnin,  not  the  whole  Re- 
giment. NVe  did  not  know  the  strength  your  Excellency 
intended  the  detachment  should  be ;  but  Lord  Dunmorc 
mentions,  if  the  whole  Regiment  be  not  sent,  at  least  to 
send  sixty,  which  is  done.  Enclosed  is  a  state  of  those 
remaining  in  garrison  here. 

It  would  have  been  a  happy  thing  if  His  Majesty's  ser- 
vice had  not  absolutely  required  the  removal  of  the  Four- 
teenth Regiment  from  this  garrison  ;  three  Companies,  per- 
haps, far  from  complete,  may  be  enough  to  check  the  dis- 
affected in  the  Province.  Should  we  be  attacked  by  an 
external  enemy,  properly  provided  and  of  sullicieni  force, 
it  will  be  impossible,  in  our  weak  state,  to  save  the  Town 
or  barracks  an  hour. 

To  be  silent  on  the  intelligence  I  have  been  able  to  pro- 
cure, would  be  highly  blameable.  It  has  been,  I  am  confi- 
dently assured,  in  contemplation  in  Carolina,  to  attack  this 
Province,  in  order  to  get  possession  of  the  ordnance  stores 
in  this  fort,  to  burn  the  barracks,  of  course  the  Town.  Had 
the  Fourteenth  Regiment  continued  here,  I  think  1  should 
have  made  any  attempt  of  this  sort  cost  them  very  dear. 

The  Province  being  in  an  infant  stale,  the  Indians  seeing 
most  of  the  Troojis  removed,  may  change  their  tone,  and  be- 
come troublesome,  although  they  never  were,  at  any  time, 
so  well  disposed,  or  on  such  good  and  friendly  terms. 

On  the  transports'  arrival,  the  friends  of  our  excellent 
Constitution  were  put  in  very  great  consternation.  It  was 
rumoured  the  Troops  were  all  to  be  taken  away. 

Your  Excellency  will  forgive  me  mentioning  that  His 
Majesty's  fort,  and  tlie  ordnance  stores  now  in  it,  are  of 
very  great  value.  They  are  a  great  object  to  the  rebels 
of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  which  may  induce  them,  with 
the  hope  of  doing  other  mischief,  to  attempt  something  :  for 
they  are  exceedingly  incensed  against  this  Province,  jealous 
of  the  productions,  superiour  to  tiiose  produced  in  Caro- 
lina, therefore  naturaHy  have  no  good  will  towards  us,  and 
are  enraged  that  we  preserve  our  fidelity  and  obedience  to 
Great  Britain. 

Some  people  have  come  here  from  the  other  Provinces, 
as  a  retreat  of  safety.  More  are  coming,  but  these  were 
unhappy  at  the  notice  of  the  means  of  their  safety  being 
taken  away,  and  these  will  probably  not  now  come  here 
lo  settle.  The  Province  was  becoming  an  asylum  to  the 
friends  of  the  Constitution. 

To  preserve  communication  with  the  Creek  Nation  may 
be  of  weighty  consideration,  in  these  times,  for  Great  Bri- 
tain; this  has  been  a  mark  of  my  closest  attention.  Should 
the  communication  be  interrupted  by. any  fatality,  it  will 
lessen  the  Nation's  idea  of  the  King's  great  power;  redu- 
cing His  Majesty's  scr\ ants'  intercourse  with  the  Inelians  lo 
the  sole  cliannel  and  great  distance  of  i\Hi-(rfo/«.  Having 
no  conception  of  the  general  plan  of  operations,  I  can  only 
write  to  your  Excellency  on  a  judgment  formed  on  the 
locality  of  my  situation. 

Shoud  any  Troops  be  ordered  to  act  against  Carolina. 
it  will  be  a  perfect  serurity  to  this  Province.  1  am  told 
they  have  four  thousand  Troops  in  arms.  1  w^as  in  hopes 
the  Regiment  inured  to  this  hard  climate  would  have  been 
here  until  some  measures  were  put  in  operation  against  the 
Southern  Provinces ;  perhaps  your  Excellency  may  intend 
their  return  to  this  garrison,  as  I  understand  they  cannot  be 
landed  in  T'irginia  :  a  large  ship  is  made  into  a"  barrack  as 
their  station. 

S\v.Tames  IVright  has  doubtless  informed  your  Excellency 
of  the  disaffection  of  Georgia,  the  government  being  entirely 
wrested  from  him  by  rebel  Committees. 

I  have  wrote  to  your  Excellency,  in  undressed,  undis- 
guised sentiments,  what  matters  occur  in  relation  to  the 
Southern  Provinces.  We  are  totally  at  a  loss  for  what  is 
doing  in  the  north.  ^Liny  reports  lly  about,  which  are  in- 
credible. If  Lord  Dunmorc  had  not  sent,  by  the  trans- 
ports, the  printed  account,  published  at  Boston  the  26th 
June,  of  the  attack  on  the  heights  of  Charkstown,  we 
should  not  have  known  what  opinion  to  form  of  it — a  re- 
port as  incredible  as  others,  which  I  cannot  hear  without 
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nieiuioning  to  your  Excellency.  I  think  it  next  to  impos- 
sible that  the  rebels  have  advice  of  every  thing  you  do; 
that  they  are  expeditiously  informed  of  every  resolution 
adopted  by  your  Excellency.  They  know  your  Excel- 
lency's daily  orders  in  their  camp  and  lines,  by  the  time 
the  orders  are  delivered  to  the  Regiments  of  {heJJrilish 
Army.  Could  1  hear  such  advice,  and  not  let  your  Excel- 
lency know  it?  but  it  is  understood  to  be  true  throughout 
America. 

On  a  general  conception  of  circumstances,  I  should  judge 
your  Excellency  would  think  it  necessary  to  secure  a  firm 
post  somewhere  in  the  south,  for  His  Majesty's  service,  with- 
out leaving  it  in  any  danger  to  be  snatched  away.  I  know 
of  no  place  more  fit  than  Augustine.  Had  the  Fourteenth 
Regiment  remained  here,  this  object  was  effected  ;  now  it 
is  at  a  hazard  ;  a  sure  and  certain  intercourse  with  the 
Creek  Indians  would  have  been  preserved.  But,  whatever 
our  condition,  I  shall  put  in  execution  every  exertion  I  am 
capable  of  suggesting  for  the  good  of  His  Majesty's  ser- 
vice. 1  don't  know  whether  your  Excellency  has  been 
informed  that  the  rebels  in  Carolina  are  fortifying  Charlcs- 
toivn. 

By  this  time  I  most  sincerely  hope  the  British  Army, 
under  your  Excellency's  command,  is  crowned  with  glory 
and  success. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  very  great  esteem  and 
respect,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  Pat.  Tonyn. 

To  General  Gage.  Boston. 

P.  S.  The  Commissary  for  the  Army  represented  that 
his  contract  was  only  to  supply  the  Troops  within  the  Pro- 
vince. 1  told  him  it  was  a  peaceable  contract,  meant  for 
quiet  times.  It  was  now  war.  The  Regiment  must  be  sup- 
plied with  six  months'  provisions,  if  the  commanding  officer 
desired  as  much  to  take  with  him. 

1  have  sent  privately  to  the  south  parts  o( Georgia,  to 
procure,  by  open  boats,  if  possible,  rice  and  corn.  If  I  suc- 
ceed, we  shall  be  able  to  let  the  Virginia  connnand  have 
a  further  supply  sometime  hence.  It  may  possibly  be  a 
very  essential  thing  to  lay  up  here  a  very  large  magazine, 
for  the  Troops,  of  provisions  ;  I  think  this  might  be  managed 
if  you  have  any  such  view.  Should  I  succeed  in  the  plan 
1  am  forming,  to  establish  an  intercourse  of  private  trade 
for  provisions,  with  Georgia,  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  have 
your  Excellency's  sentiments  on  the  subject.  Whatever 
you  require  of  me,  you  may  rely  shall  be  done  with  the 
utmost  care. 

An  Indian  of  note,  the  Cussilc  King's  brother,  who  came 
from  the  Creek  Nation  with  a  talk  of  friendship,  on  his  re- 
turn with  a  trader,  who  li\es  in  the  nation,  was  waylaid 
by  some  of  the  Georgia  rebels.  They  took  from  them  a 
present  of  powder  and  ball.  I  sent  to  some  of  the  head- 
men of  the  nation,  who  are  soon  to  be  here  on  a  visit  to 
me.  The  trader,  I  hear,  they  have  sent  to  prison  ;  the  In- 
dian is  gone  to  the  nation.  Tlie  Superintendent  fears  this 
robbery  will  make  the  Creeks  attack  Georgia,  but  I  am 
sure  they  will  see  me  before  they  take  any  such  measure. 

lour  Excellency  will  allow  me  to  suppose  that  some 
very  weighty  reasons  must  exist  why  a  communication  be 
not  fixed  with  all  His  Majesty's  Governours  in  America  ;  a 
thing  so  easy  to  be  done,  by  a  few  of  His  Majesty's  cutters, 
schooners,  or  sloops,  that  I  wonder  very  much  it  be  not 
done. 

I  imagined  Major  Furlong  would  have  taken  six  months' 
provisions,  but  he  has  not  taken  any  such  proportion. 


EAST-FLORIDA. 

By  his  EtceUency  Patrick  Tonyn,  Esq.,  Captain-Gene- 
-il,  Governour,  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  one 


instantly  boarded  her  with  twenty-six  men,  some  armed 
with  Muskets  and  Bayonets  fixed,  others  with  Swords  and 
Pistols,  and  were  commanded  by  the  said  Clement  Lem- 
j)riert  and  one  Simon  Tnffs.  That  the  said  Clement  Lem- 
jjriere  ordered  a  guard  over  the  said  Master  and  the  people, 
and  then,  ill  an  audacious  and  piratical-like  manner,  opened 
the  hatches  and  took  out  of  the  said  Brigantine,  and  put 
on  board  the  said  Sloop,  one  hundred  and  eleven  barrels 
of  Gunpowder  belonging  to  His  Majesty,  and  about  four 
hundred  weight,  the  property  of  Mr.  Robert  Payne,  oi  St. 
Augustine,  Merchant.  And  the  said  Clement  Lemprierc, 
for  a  justification  of  his  conduct,  showed  to  the  said  Master 
a  Letter  or  Commission  horn  Henry  Laurens,  styling  him- 
self President  of  the  Council  of  Safety  in  Charlestown,  to 
seize  the  said  Brigantine,  and  take  whatever  Gunpowder 
or  warlike  stores  he  could  find  on  board. 

And  whereas  such  proceedings  are  not  only  unwarrant- 
able and  illegal,  but  subject  the  offenders  and  perpetrators 
thereof  to  great  and  severe  pains  and  penalties,  and  it  is 
highly  necessary  such  atrocious  offenders  should  receive 
the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes  ;  To  the  intent,  there- 
fore, that  the  persons  concerned  in  the  above  piracy  may 
be  apprehended  and  brought  to  condign  punishment,  I  have 
thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  His  Majesty's  honour- 
able Council,  to  issue  this  my  Proclamation,  offering,  and 
I  do  hereby  promise,  a  reward  of  two  hundred  Pounds  ster- 
ling, to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  and 
bring  to  justice  the  said  Clement  Lempriere  and  Simon 
Tuffs,  and  their  associates  in  the  said  act  of  piracy.  And 
I  do  hereby  likewise  offer  His  Majesty's  most  gracious  par- 
don to  any  one  of  the  persons  on  board  the  said  Sloop,  com- 
manded by  the  said  Clement  Lempriere,  who  shall  give 
certain  information  of  the  other  persons  concerned  in  the 
aforesaid  act  of  piracy,  excepting  Clement  Lempriere,  and 
the  other  person  hereinbefore  named. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  great  seal  of  His  Majes- 
ty's said  Province,  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  St.  Augus- 
tine, the  twenty-first  day  o(  August,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  in 
the  fifteenth  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign. 

Pat.  Tonyn. 

By  his  Excellency's  command  : 

David  Ykats,  Deputy  Secretary. 
God  save  the  Kimr. 


COVERNOUR    PATRICK   TONYN  TO  VICE-ADMIRAL   GRAVES. 
St.  Augustine,  Scptembt-r  14,  1775. 

Sir  :  In  a  letter  to  General  Gage,  of  the  19th  July  last, 
I  mentioned  the  Savage  Sloop  and  St.  John  Schooner, 
stationed  on  this  coast  and  the  Island  o(  Providence ;  that 
the  St.  John  has  been  here  only  once,  the  other  not  at  all. 
They  harbour  at  Providence,  out  of  the  way  of  action,  in 
perfect  quiet,  when  His  i\Iajesty's  service  calls  for  their 
assistance  in  these  seas. 

When  the  St.  John  was  here,  it  was  a  critical  hour  in  the 
Province  of  Georgia.  Lieutenant  Grant,  the  commander, 
showed  me  a  note  he  had  received  from  Sir./flff/es  IVright, 
requesting  to  see  him  before  he  sailed,  or  that  he  would  re- 
turn again  to  Savannah.  I  had  despatches  of  consequence 
for  Sir  James  IVright,  which  I  desired  him  to  take,  advising 
him  to  return  there,  as  the  dissension  and  disaffection  were 
mounting  to  an  extreme  height  between  the  inhabitants  in 
the  interest  of  the  constitution  and  the  rebellious.  But  I 
requested  of  Mr.  Grant  to  return  to  this  port,  which  he 
promised.  My  object  for  it  was,  I  had  intelligence  that 
armed  cruisers  were  out  from  Carolina,  to  intercept  some 
merchant  ships  coming  to  this  place  with  ordnance  stores 
for  His  Majesty's  garrison,  and  powder  for  the  merchants. 
I  intended,  on  their  appearance,  the  St.  John  should  go  out 


Hi,  Majesty's  said  Province,  Chancellor  and  Vice- Ad-     '°  P^'f  ^  them  until  the  wind  permitted  them  to  come  into 
miral  of  the  same.  "f .  ^\^'^°'''-     ^   ^^J-  (-/""'  ''^^  returned  an  act  of  piracy, 

which  happened  off  this  bar,  would  not  have  been  com- 
mitted :  a  relation  of  which  I  have  wrote  to  his  Excellency 
General  Gage,  and  beg  leave  to  enclose  you  an  extract  of 
it.  I  also  wrote  to  General  Gage  some  intelligence  I  had 
procured,  of  gunpowder  being  run  from  the  West-India 
Islands  to  the  Province  of  Carolina. 

A  cruiser  of  considerable  force,  I  am  informed. 


A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  I  have  received  information  from  Ah ar a  Loft- 
house,  IMaster  of  the  Brigantine  called  the  Betsy,  that  on  the 
seventh  day  oi  August  instant,  he,  the  said  Master,  beino- 
on  board  the  said  Brigantine,  then  lying  at  anchor  off  the 
Bar  o{  St.  Augustine,  in  the  Province  aforesaid,  a  Sloop, 
commanded  by  one  Clement  Lempriere,  run  alongside  of  stationed  from  St.  Mary's  River,  the  north  boundary  of  this 
the  said  Brigantine,  and  in   a  hostile  and  violent  manner     Province,  to  intercept  whatever  vessels  may  be  bound  tc 
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this  Province,  and  is  to  be  commanded  by  Lempriere;  sbe 
is  now  equipping  in  Carolina. 

The  letters  from  Englund  for  this  Province,  by  the  last 
mail,  I  have  had  no  account  of;  but  1  hear  it  has  been 
wrote  to  some  gentlemen  here,  that  they  are  put  into  the 
man-of-war  in  Charkstoicn  Harbour.  I  have  no  means  to 
send  for  them.  Was  I  to  send  the  Provincial  vessel,  she  can 
make  no  resistance,  and  would  be  taken  by  the  rebel  cruisers. 

From  Carolina  a  Rebel  packet  boat  is  established,  that 
sails,  under  a  flag  with  liberty  wrote  upon  it,  to  Fhiladd- 
p/da,  and  another  to  Savatmah. 

Our  coasts  being  entirely  without  defence,  I  thought  you 
would  be  glad  to  have  such  iiifonnation,  in  maritime  affairs, 
as  was  in  my  power  to  give  ;  at  the  same  time  I  mean  to 
draw  your  attention  to  such  services,  in  these  parts  of  His 
Majesty's  Dominions,  as  may  be  thought  requisite,  when  I 
shall  rejoice  most  heartily  to  have  our  coast  cleared  of  such 
petty,  insignificant  cruisers,  which  are  able  to  do  great  mis- 
chief to  defenceless  merchant  ships. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant,  Pat.  Tonyn. 

To  Admiral  Graves,  Boston. 

P.  S.  1  am  told  Captain  T/iornboroitgh,  of  the  Tamer, 
lies  at  Charkstoicn,  in  a  total  state  of  inactivity. 


COMMITTKE  OF  flUAKERS  TO  NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OE 
SAFETY. 

From  our  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  held  in  PSew-Yohk  this 

I'Uh  day  of  the  9th  month,  1775. 
To  the  Committee  appointed  for  Safety  for  the  Colony  of 
iNew-York,  during  the  recess  of  the  Provincial   Con- 
gress : 

Respected  Friends:  Yesterday  was  laid  before  this 
meeting  a  request,  signed  by  Robert  Benson,  Secretary  to 
said  Committee,  desiring,  without  delay,  a  list  of  all  males 
amongst  us,  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  in  this  City  and 
County,  from  sixteen  to  sixty;  which  said  request  hath  been 
solidly  considered,  and  we  are  of  the  mind  we  cannot  com- 
ply therewith,  consistent  with  our  religious  principles ;  there- 
fore hope  you  will  not  consider  such  refusal  as  the  eflect  of 
an  obstinate  disposition,  but,  as  it  really  is,  a  truly  con- 
scientious scruple,  which  we  desire  may  at  all  times  be 
exercised  in  such  peaceable  manner  as  to  give  no  just  cause 
of  offence  in  the  sight  of  God  or  man. 

In  tenderness,  we  remain,  respectfully,  your  friends. 
Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  our  Meeting  aforesaid  : 
William  Rickman,  Clerk. 


committee    of    GOSHEN,    ORANGE    COUNTY,    NEW-YORK,    TO 
PROVINCIAL   CONGRESS, 
(ioslicn,  Oranf;e  County,  September  14,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  several  members  of  the  Committee  of  this 
Precinct,  who  were  appointed  to  preside  at  the  electing  of 
officers  in  the  several  Companies  of  the  Regiment  in  this 
Precinct,  have  made  return  to  the  Committee  that  they 
have  attended  accordingly,  and  that  the  choice  fell  upon 
the  following  persons,  to  wit: 

Goshen  Company  :  Captain,  George  Thompson ;  Lieu- 
tenants, Joseph  Wood  and  Coe  Dale;  Ensign,  Daniel 
Everett,  Jun. 

Floriua  Company:  Cnplain,  Nathaniel  Elmer;  Lieu- 
tenants, John  Poppino,  Jan.,  and  John  Sayre ;  Ensign, 
Richard  Bailey. 

Wawayaniia  Company  :  Captain,  IVilliam  Blair ;  Lieu- 
tenants, Thomas  U'isner  and  Thomas  Sayre,  Jun.;  Ensign, 
Richard  Johnson. 

Drownedland  Company  :  Captain,  Samuel  Jones,  Jun.; 
Lieutenants,  Ptter  Gale  and  Jacob  Dunning;  Ensign,  Sam- 
uel Webb. 

Chester  Company:  Captain, /ofci  JrtcArson;  Lieuten- 
ants, John  Wood  and  James  Miller;  Ensign,  James  Par- 
shall. 

PocnACK  Company:  Captain,  £Jie?iezcr  Owen;  Lieu- 
tenants, Increase  Holly  and  John  Brunson;  Ensign,  David 
Rogers. 

Warwick  Company  :  Captain,  Chas.  Beardslcy  ;  Lieu- 
tenants, Richard  Welling  and  Samuel  Lobdell ;  Ensign, 
John  Price. 


Pond  Company:  Captain,  Jit/iri/  Jf'isner,  Jun.;  Lieu- 
tenants, Abr'm  Dolson,  Jun.,  and  Peter  Bartholf:  Ensign, 
John  Hopper. 

West  side  of  the  Walkill:  Captain,  Gilbert  Bradner; 
Lieutenants,  Joshua  Davis  and  James  Dolson ;  Ensign, 
Daniel  Finch. 

Wantage  Company:  Capia'm,  Daniel  Rosekrans;  Lieu- 
tenants, James  Clark  and  Jacob  Cole ;  Ensign,  Samuel 
Cole. 

The  Committee  have  ordered  me  to  make  return  of  the 
above  list  to  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress,  and  desire 
that  the  commissions  may  be  made  out  immediately  and 
sent  up,  and  the  Companies  to  range  in  the  above  order. 


I  am  your  humble  servant 


lEL  Everett, 


Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  Precinct  of  Goshen. 
To  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Honourable  Provincial  Coni^ri'ss. 


A  List  of  the  Officers  commissioned  in  the  First  (or  Col- 
onel Lasher's)  Regiment,  in  IVew-\ork,  September 

14,  1775. 

Colonel,  John  Lasher;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Abraham 
Brasher ;  First  Major,  Andreiv  Stockholm  ;  Second  Major, 
Sebastian  Bowman. 

Prussian  Blues:  Captain,  Jnmei  .(4/rter;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, James  Moore  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Henry  Tiebout ; 
Third  Lieutenant,  Henry  Brasher. 

Oswego  Rangers:  Captain,  JoAm  Roosevelt;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Charles  Dickenson  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Abraham 
Mesier ;  Third  Lieutenant,  Gershom  Duyckinck. 

Rangers:  Captain, /nmc«^/;/e  ;  First  Lieutenant,  7oAh 
.Johnson;  Second  Lieutenant,  JoA;i  Bancktr ;  Third  Lieu- 
tenant, Abraham  B.  Bancker. 

Fusiliers:  Captain, Jye7ir(/  G.Livingston;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Andrew  Lott ;  Second  Lieutenant,  James  Van 
Zandt ;  Third  Lieutenant,  ZJe/yaw/n  Scixas ;  Fourth  Lieu- 
tenant, William  S.  Livingston. 

Heart's  Oak  :  Captain,  John  Berrian  ;  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Frederick  Jay;  Second  Lieutenant,  David  Dickson; 
Third  Lieutenant,  Cornelius  Bogert. 

Grenadiers  :  Captain,  Abr'm  J'^an  Dyck;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, John  Anthony ;  Second  Lieutenant,  James  Byers; 
Third  Lieutenant,  Ephraim  Brasher. 

Light-Infantry:  Captain,  William  W.  Gilbert;  First 
Lieutenant,  yoArt  Wiley;  Second  Lieutenant,  Wynant  Van 
Zandt;  Third  Lieutenant,  George  Yeoman. 

Sportsmen:  Captain, .^iroAam  Van  Wyck;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Thcophilus  Beekman ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Gcrar- 
dus  Beekman;  Third  Lieutenant,  7oA«  Young. 

German  Fusiliers  :  Capla'm,  William  Leonard ;  First 
Lieutenant,  Peter  Grim;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  Har- 
beck;  Third  Lieutenant,  Oliver  Mildebcrger. 

Surgeon,  Malachi  Treat;  Adjutant,  Philip  Brasher; 
Quartermaster,  William  lueary. 

Light-Horse  :  Captain,  Abraham  P.  Lott :  First  Lieu- 
tenant,/o/m  Leary  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Peter  Ketteltas ; 
Third  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Beekman;  Adjutant  and  Quar- 
termaster, Jacamiah  Allen. 

Artillery:  Captain,  Samuel  Tudor;  Captain-Lieu- 
tenant, James  Seagrove  ;  First  Lieutenant,  .hhn  Devan  ; 
Second  Lieutenant,  Nicholas  H.  Bogert;  Third  Lieuten- 
ant, Francis  Lewis,  Jun. 


colonel  JAMES   ROGERS  TO  NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 

CumbLTland  County,  Westminster,  Scptomber  14,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  bearing 
date  May  3Ist,  1775,  and  the  |)apers  enclosed;  it  was 
till  the  10th  of  July  before  I  receivetl  the  same.  I  sin- 
cerely thank  you  for  this  intelligence  of  matters  which  so 
nearly  concern  us.  We  have  appointed  Committees,  agree- 
able to  the  desire  of  your  Provincial  Congress.  I  have 
laid  the  said  papers  before  the  Committee  of  Safety  for 
said  County  ;  they  are  all  well  pleased  with  the  same.  The 
Association  recommended  to  be  signed  is  now  circulating 
through  the  County,  and  I  imagine  the  people  will  uni- 
versally sign  the  same.  We  expect  to  be  able  to  send 
them  very  soon.  If  any  thing  material  should  occur,  which 
deserves  our  notice,  we  should  take  it  as  a  favour  if  you 
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would  seasonably  communicate  the  same  to  us.  You  will 
perceive  by  our  Delegates,  honoured  Sir,  that  the  Coun- 
ty have  nominated  sundry  gentlemen,  as  the  most  qualified 
persons  for  Field-OlHcers  in  this  County.  I  would  desire 
tliey  might  all  be  commissioned  except  myself.  1  desire 
it  upon  political  principles. 

I    am,  with   great  respect,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  ,  „ 

James  Rogp;ks. 

The  Honourable  1\  T'.  B.  Livingston,  Esq. 


EXTRACT  or  A  LETTER  FROM  AN"  OFFICER  IN  THE  NEW- 
YORK  SERVICE,  DATED  AT  THE  CARRYING  PLACE  NEAR 
TICONDEROGA,   SEPTEMBER    14,    1775. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  have  at  length 
reached  this  place,  with  all  my  people,  having  been  so  for- 
tunate as  not  to  have  left  one  of  them  on  the  way.  They 
are  a  parcel  of  hearty  lads,  and,  from  some  circumstances 
that  have  occurred,  1  Hatter  myself  they  will  not  turn  their 
noses  from  the  smell  of  gunpowder  in  the  day  of  trial, 
which  is  near  at  hand,  as  we  intend  setting  off  to-mor- 
row morning,  on  our  way  to  Islc-niLi-Xoix,  where  I  under- 
stand they  are  impatiently  waiting  our  coming,  in  order  to 
make  an  attack  on  the  Fort  which  the  Regulars  have 
erected  at  St.  John's.  We  are  so  much  wanted  there,  that 
the  boats  are  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  receive  the 
Company  under  my  command,  in  preference  to  all  others. 
It  is  said  the  Canadians  have  positively  refused  to  take  any 
part  at  all  in  the  dispute.  I  fancy  they  are  a  good  deal 
like  .  .  .  .  ,  and  intend  to  join  the  strongest  party,  although 
they  now  supply  both  with  provisions  for  the  ready  penny. 
We  have  met  with  nothing  but  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
ments at  every  post  on  our  way. 

The  Troops  have  been  much  retarded,  for  want  of  boats, 
ice,  &cc.,  and  some  are  still  detained  on  that  account.  I 
am  in  perfect  good  health,  which  I  pray  God  to  continue, 
till  I  can  give  a  good  account  of  Governour  Carleton  and 
liis  bloody  backs.  I  call  them  so,  not  so  much  for  the 
colour  of  their  clothes,  as  for  their  base  and  savage  con- 
duct in  suffering  the  head  of  the  brave  Cajjlain  Baker  to 
be  severed  from  his  body,  and  fixed  upon  a  pole  at  St. 
John's,  where  it  now  remains,  as  a  monument  of  their  savage 
tempers,  and  an  incentive  to  us  bravely  to  revenge  his 
death,  or  fall  in  the  glorious  attempt.  I  have  nothing  new 
lo  communicate,  except  that  a  small  skirmish  has  lately 
happened  near  St.  John's,  occasioned  by  a  party  of  fifty  of 
our  men  going  out  to  reconnoitre;  they  were  surprised,  it 
is  said,  by  a  party  of  Regulars,  Canadians,  and  savages, 
who  lay  in  ambush,  concealed  in  the  sedge  or  very  high 
grass.  We  had  five  or  six  men  killed,  and  several  wounded, 
four  or  five  of  whom  have  since  died  of  their  wounds. 
Major  Hobby  and  Captain  Mead,  of  Connecticut,  are  slightly 
wounded.  The  enemy  had  several  wounded  ;  among  the 
former,  Captain  Tyce,  o(  Johnstown,  in  Tryon  County,  a 
native  of  Ntiv-Jersey,  who  was  formerly  a  Captain  in  the 
service  of  that  Province,  and  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine  ; 
but  it  now  appears  he  was  a  rank  tory.  I  am  very  happy  to 
think  he  met  the  fate  which  I  hope  every  one  like  him 
will  share  before  the  matter  is  ended.  The  above  is  the 
best  account  1  could  obtain,  and  I  believe  it  is  a  pretty 
just  one. 

I  have  only  to  add  my  compliments  to  all  friends,  and 
request  they  will  be  kind  enough  to  excuse  my  not  writing 
to  them  severally,  as  I  have  this  moment  received  orders 
to  embark,  and  every  minute  of  my  time  will  necessarily 
be  taken  up  in  preparing  for  my  departure  from  hence. 

I  am,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

P.  S.  Col.  Fleming,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Captain  (^icacJien- 
bos,  Mr.  Fearsea,  and  Lieutenant  Van  Waggener,  with 
my  brother  officers,  desire  their  kind  compliments  to  you 
and  all  friends. 


GOVERNOUR  COOKE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  September  14,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  favoured  with  a  letter  from  Governour  Trum- 
bull, in  answer  to  mine,  proposing  a  voyage  to  Bayonne,  in 
which  he  informs  me  that  the  Council  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  are  summoned  to  meet  this  day,  to  take  the 
scheme  into  consideration. 


This,  Sir,  is  the  time  to  exert  ourselves  in  sending  to 
Europe  for  powder,  as  tlie  vessels  may  perform  their  voy- 
ages and  return  upon  this  coast  in  the  winter,  when  the 
enemy's  ships  are  unable  to  cruise.  1  have  written  to  our 
Delegates,  strongly  recommending  it  to  them  to  use  their 
influence  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  procure  sufficient 
quantities  of  that  necessary  article.  1  have  also  advised 
them  to  move  in  Congress  for  opening  some  lead  mines 
immediately,  as  the  depending  upon  a  precarious  supply 
by  sea,  when  we  have  such  quantities  in  our  own  Country, 
seems  to  me  very  preposterous ;  and,  I  believe,  the  article 
in  this  way  will  cost  us  less  money  than  it  can  be  imported 
for. 

Captain  Whipple  sailed  on  Tuesday,  wMh  sixty-one  men 
on  board,  and  every  way  in  good  order.  I  have  given  him 
instructions  to  cruise  fourteen  days  off  Sandy-Hook  for  the 
packet ;  and  if  he  is  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  her,  to  take  her 
at  all  events;  to  take  out  of  her  the  letters,  arms,  anmiu- 
nition,  and  warlike  stores,  and  to  land  the  letters  at  South- 
ampton, and  forward  them  immediately  by  express.  After 
the  taking  of  the  packet,  or  the  expiration  of  the  time,  he 
is  immediately  to  proceed  to  Bermuda,  and,  if  possible, 
take  the  powder  into  jjossession,  without  any  communica- 
tion with  the  inhabitants.  1  have  given  it  to  him  strictly 
in  charge  not  to  make  use  of  your  address,  unless  in  case 
of  absolute  necessity. 

The  noble  example  set  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Livery  of  London,  in  their  late  address  to  the  King, 
will,  1  hope,  have  a  good  effect  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  and,  together  with  the  disaffection  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  to  the  iniquitous  measures  now  pursuing  against 
the  Colonies,  added  to  our  own  efforts,  compel  the  Minis- 
try to  depart  from  their  favourite  plan  of  establishing 
arbitrary  power  in  America. 

This  letter  waits  upon  you  by  Joshua  Babcock,  Esq. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  a  genteel  fortune,  a  member  of  our 
General  Assembly,  and  hath  highly  distinguished  himself 
in  the  glorious  cause  in  which  America  is  embarked.  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  Excellency's  notice ; 
and  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  Sir,  your  most  hum- 
ble and  most  obedient  servant,  »t  ^ 

Nicholas  Cooke. 
To  General  JVashimrton. 


CONNECTICUT   COMMITTEE   OF  SAFETY. 

Thursday,  September  14,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety, 
holden  at  Lebanon,  present: 

His  Honour  the  Governour,  Hon.  Deputy-Governour 
Gristoold,  Jabcz  Huntington,  Esq.,  William  Williams, 
Nathaniel  Hales,  Jedediah  Elderkin,  Joshua  West,  and 
Benjamin  Huntington,  Esquires. 

His  Honour  laid  before  us  a  Letter  from  General  Wash- 
ington, dated  the  8th  instant,  containing  a  peremptory  and 
unconditional  demand,  that  all  the  remainder  of  our  last 
raised  Troops  be  forthwith  ordered  and  sent  to  him  at  the 
camp  near  Boston. 

On  which,  great  consideration  was  had  ;  and  it  appears 
10  this  Council  of  much  importance  that  they  should  remain 
longer  on  their  present  stations,  at  ISeiv-Haven,  New-Lon- 
don, Stonington,  and  Lyme,  where  they  are  employed  in 
throwing  up  some  works  of  defence  against  the  Ships  he, 
which  are  hovering  about  the  eastern  coast,  and  have  of 
late  furiously  cannonaded  Stonington:  and,  from  repeated 
threats  and  many  circumstances,  it  is  probable  some  of  these 
places  will  be  again  attacked  ;  yet,  considering  how  far 
these  Troops  have  been  given  up  to  said  General's  com- 
mand, and  that  advantage  may  be  taken  against  the  Colo- 
ny, should  we  refuse  to  send  them,  although  we  conceive 
they  cannot  be  so  useful  at  the  camp  as  in  their  present 
station  and  employment,  it  is  thought  most  prudent  to  com- 
ply with  said  demand  :  and  this  Board  do  therefore  advise 
this:  his  Honour  to  give  orders  for  their  immediate  march 
to  said  camp  near  Boston. 

And  then,  on  consideration,  it  appearing  of  importance 
for  the  safety  and  quiet  of  the  people  of  this  Colony,  that 
those  places,  from  which  said  Troops  are  now  to  be  re- 
moved, should  not  be  left  naked  and  defenceless,  and  the 
works  of  defence  begun  drop  and  fall  through,  it  is  consi- 
dered and  ordered,  that  fifty  men  be  enlisted  and  raised  by 
and  be  under  command  of  Major  Oliver  Smith,  and  equip- 
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ped  for  defence  at  Siomu^ton,  and  to  pursue  and  carry  on 
the  works  of  defence  be^un  and  necessary  there,  for  a  term 
not  beyond  tlie  2Uth  of  Uctobtr;  said  Major  Smith  to  be 
paid  as  a  Captain,  and  Xon-Cominissioned  Ollicers  and  the 
Soldiers  as  on  the  present  estabhshnient.  And,  also,  that 
seventy  men  be  raised  in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the 
same  purposes,  at  New-London,  or  jjlaces  adjacent,  under 
the  care  and  command  of  Colonel  G.  Saltonsiall,  and  for 
the  term  as  aforesaid  ;  he  to  have  pay  as  a  Captain,  and 
the  rest  as  aforesaid. 

And,  also,  that  twenty  men  be  raised,  as  aforesaid,  at  Lyme, 
and  properly  eijuippeti,  to  watch  and  tjuard  and  delend  at 
Jilaclc  I'oint,  Black  Hall,  or  other  places  where  the  Cat- 
tle and  Stock  may  be  exposed  to  be  robbed  and  plundered, 
by  and  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Lcc  Lay  ;  he  lo 
have  pay  as  an  Ensii,'n,  and  the  other  as  al'oiesaid,  and  for 
the  term  as  aforesaid. 

And,  also,  that  fifty  men  be  enlisted  and  raised  in  like 
manner  at  Ncw-Ilaven,  and  kept  and  emjjloyed  there  for 
defence  for  the  term  aforesaid,  and  to  carry  on  such  defen- 
sive works  as  have  been  before  proposed  and  ordered,  in  case 
and  on  condition  the  people  of  said  Town  are  desirous  of 
it,  and  think  it  necessary  for  their  safety  ;  to  be  under  the 
command  of  such  persons  as  shall  be  nominated  by  William 
H'illiams  and  Nathaniel  Wales,  Esquires,  who  are  going 
through  that  Town  in  a  few  days,  who  are  to  advise  and 
make  proper  inquiry,  and  conduct  the  matter  according- 
ly; and  that  tlie  commander  of  them  have  power  to  raise 
and  enlist  said  fifty  men,  and  have  pay  as  a  Lieutenant, 
and  the  Soldiers  as  on  the  present  establishment,  and  bil- 
leting as  aforesaid. 

And  further  Voted,  That  said  Soldiers  be  allowed  nine 
Pence  per  day  for  billeting  themselves,  instead  of  any  other 
provision  or  allowance  for  that  purpose. 

And  fated.  That  a  half  a  ton  of  the  Powder  lately  ar- 
rived be  sent  to  General  Washington,  instead  of  a  ton,  as 
agreed  at  the  last  meeting. 

A  motion,  by  Letter,  from  the  Hon.  Deputy-Governour 
Cooke,  of  Rhodc-hlnnd,  proposing  that  this  Colony  join 
with  them  in  sending  to  Baijonne  for  Powder,  and  propo- 
sing a  favourable  way  to  obtain  it  by  a  French  Bottom,  and 
Frenchmen  there,  &:c.,  was  considered,  and  on  the  whole 
advised,  that  His  honour  the  Governour  make  a  complaisant 
answer,  and  advise  him  that  we  have  advanced  and  laid  out 
so  largely  for  that  article,  and  so  much  exhausted,  and 
having  reason  to  expect  a  supply  iVc,  that  we  cannot 
well  proceed  further  at  this  time,  and  recommend  to  pro- 
pose the  measure  to  General  Washington. 

Then  Commissions  were  made  out,  and  written  at  large, 
for  the  Armed  Brig  Minerva,  viz:  Giles  Halt,  Captain  ; 
James  Hopkins,  First  Lieutenant ;  Thompson  Phillips, 
Second  Lieutenant;  (now  so  appointed  instead  of  Ithicl 
Tinker,  who  declined  ;)  and  Warrants  for  William  Phjmate, 
Master;  Benjamin  Cranston,  Gunner;  W'illiani  Warner, 
Male ;  and  do  ajjpoint  Andrew  Johonnot  Steward,  and  a 
Warrant  for  Grci/  Poivcrs,  appointed  Boatswain. 

Allowed  an  account  of  Captain  Giles  Hall,  for  five  days' 
service,  and  expense  on  a  journey  through  the  sea-coast 
Towns,  in  July  last,  with  others,  to  look  out  proper  Vessels 
to  arm  and  furnish  for  the  defence  of  the  coasts,  &ic.,  three 
Pounds,  two  Shillings ;  and  the  Clerk  drew  an  Order  on 
the  Pay  Table  for  it,  &ic. 

On  a  pressing  motion  by  one  \Vidow  Smith,  o{ Neir- Lon- 
don, present ;  that  the  prisoners  lately  driven  back  to  Neic- 
London,  by  stress  of  weather,  with  a  Vessel  piratically 
taken  from  Stonington  by  Captain  Wallace,  of  the  Rose 
man-of-war,  now  confined  at  H'indham,  may  be  exchanged 
for  her  Son  Amos  Smith,  Benjamin  Green,  and  Nathan 
Comstock,  who  were  lately  injuriously  taken  by  said  ll'al- 
lace  in  a  boat  in  New-London  Harbour,  she  having  been 
to  Newport,  (as  she  thinks,)  and  settled  and  agreed  for 
such  exchange.  It  is  agreed  that  such  exchange  may  be 
made,  and  the  Governour  is  advised  to  onler  said  prisoners 
to  be  delivered  up  to  proper  persons  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  Powder 
be  delivered  to  Captain  Niles,  for  the  use  of  the  Armed 
Schooner  Spy,  under  his  command. 

Ordered,  That  three  hundred  pounds  of  Powder  be  de- 
livered to  the  Committee  at  Middletown,  for  the  purpose  of 

raisiui;  Lead  Ore,  Sic. 

iVnd  the  !\leeting  was  dismissed. 


Cambridge,  September  14,  1775. 

The  following  lists  of  the  pei-sons  now  in  Boston  Jail, 
and  who  have  died  tliere,  for  no  other  crime  than  that  of 
being  friends  to  iheir  Country,  was  brought  out  o(  Boston 
a  few  days  ago. 

Prisoners  taken  at  Bunker's  Hill,  June 
Lieut.  Col.  Parker,  of  Chelmsford, 

Capt.  Benjamin  Walker,       -  Ditto, 
~  -  (Jroton, 

-  Peterborough, 

-  Lancaster,    - 

-  \Vind3or, 

-  Townsend,   - 

-  Unknown,    - 


Lieut.  Amaziah  Fosset 
Lieut.  William  Scott,  - 
Sergeant  Robert  Phelps, 
Phineas  IS'evers, 
Oliver  Slevans,  - 
Daniel  McGraili, 
John  Perkins, 
Jacob  Frost, 
Amasa  Fisk, 
Daniel  Sessions,  - 
Jonathan  INorton, 
Philip  Johnson  Peck,  - 
Benjamin  Bigclow, 
Benjamin  Wilson, 
Archibald  Mcintosh,    - 
David  Kemp,     - 
John  Deland,      - 
Lawrence  Sullivan, 


New-Rutland, 
Tewksbury,  - 
Pepperell,    - 
Andover, 
Newburyport, 
Boston,  iMan-field 
Peckerfield,  - 
Billerica,      - 
Townsend,    - 
Groton, 
Charlestown, 
Weathersfield, 


T.  Kettle,  (a  lad,  dismissed,)  Charlestown. 


William  Robinson, 
Benjamin  Ross, 
John  Dillon, 
One  unknown,   - 
William  Kench, 
James  Dodge,    - 
William  Rollinson, 
John  Lord, 
James  Milliken, 
Stephen  Foster, 


-  Unknown 

Ashlbrd,  Conn., 
Jersey,  O.  Eng., 


1775. 

-  Dead. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Alive. 

-  Dead. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Alive. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Dead. 

-  Alive. 

-  Ditto. 
,    Ditto. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Dead 

-  Ditto. 

-  Alive. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Dead. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Ditto. 

-  Ditto. 


-  Peckerfield,  - 

-  Edinburgh,  Scot. 

-  Connecticut, - 

-  L^nknown,     - 

-  Boston, 

-  Groton, 
Dead  20.     Alive  10.     Dismissed  I. 

Jlijlemen  Prisoners. 
JV(dlcr  Cruse,       Taken,        York  County,  Pennsylvania. 
John  Brown,        Ditto,  Ditto. 

Cornelius  Tunison,  deserted  from  the  American  camp, 
and  confined  for  attempting  to  get  back. 
Prisoners,  Inhabitants  of  Boston,  September  2,  1775. 

Master Lovell,  imprisoned  sixty-five  days,  charged  with 
being  a  spy,  and  giving  intelligence  to  the  rebels. 

Mr.  Leach,  sixty-five  days,  charged  with  being  a  spy, 
and  suspected  of  taking  plans. 

.Mr.  Peter  Edcs,  son  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Edes,  printer, 
and  Mr.  lyUliain  Starr,  seventy-five  days  each,  for  having 
fire-arms  concealed  in  their  houses. 

Mr.  John  Gill,  printer,  twenty-nine  days,  for  printing 
treason,  sedition  and  rebellion. 

DOCTOll  CHURCH  TO  GENERAI.  SULI-IVAN. 

American  ll(is|iitiil,  .Seplember  11,  1775. 

Dr.  Church  presents  his  most  res])ectful  compliments 
to  General  Sullivan,  and  must  heartily  felicitates  himself 
on  receiving  so  honorary  a  testimonial  of  General  Sullivan's 
approbation,  as  he  met  with  the  last  evening,  at  Head- 
(iuarlers.  The  Doctor  esteems  himself  peculiarly  happy 
that  the  undeserved  prejudice  against  him  is  so  totally 
removed,  which,  from  freijuent  intimations,  he  was  appre- 
hensive had  possessed  the  General's  mind.  He  flatters 
himself  that  his  whole  conduct,  during  the  present  unhap- 
py contest,  will  bear  the  strictest  scrutiny.  A  regard  to 
place,  popularity,  or  the  more  detestable  motive  of  avarice, 
never  influenced  his  conduct  in  publick  life.  The  sole 
object  of  his  pursuit,  the  first  wish  of  his  heart,  was  ever 
the  salvation  of  his  Country. 

The  Doctor,  nevertheless,  in  justice  to  himself,  and  with 
respect  to  the  man  who  behind  the  curtain  has  influenced 
and  took  the  lead  in  the  opposition  to  him,  must  declare, 
that  although  he  could  never  stoop  lo  act  the  parasite,  play 
the  butfoon,  or  become  the  herald  of  his  own  eminence  in 
his  profession,  would  feel  the  indignation  of  conscious  merit, 
should  he  be  put  in  competition  with  the  person  who  vainly 
endeavours  lo  supplant  him. 
Hon.  General  Sullivan. 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  C A:\niIUDGE  TO  A  GENTLEMAN 
IN  NEW-YORK,  DATED  SEFTE.MIiER  11,    1775. 

Your  Committee  of  Safety  have  much  obliged  tlie  Gen- 
eral, and  served  the  cause,  in  forwarding  the  jxiwder,  which 
has  given  our  Army  fresh  spirits  and  life,  i  wish  it  had 
been  thought  proper  to  have  sent  forward  the  clothing, 
as  it  would  have  been  of  great  service  to  our  detachment, 
which  set  oft' for  Canada  yesterday.  Colonel  Arnold  com- 
mands it,  and  expects  to  penetrate  into  Quebcck,  about 
ninety  miles  below  Montreal,  if  the  season  is  not  too  far 
advanced,  or  the  Canadians  and  Indians  unfavourable  to 
the  scheme.  We  flatter  ourselves,  that  in  a  few  weeks  we 
shall  hear  of  his  being  in  possession  of  (^ucbtck ;  there  is 
only  a  Company  of  twenty-five  men  there  at  present,  and 
the  American  cause  liighly  favoured,  both  by  French  and 
En<^iish.  All  our  accounts  from  that  Province  are  very 
promising,  and  aiibrd  the  pleasing  hope  that,  ere  long, 
that  great  Province  will  accede  to  the  American  league. 

A  vessel,  taken  by  the  Lively  man-of-war,  was  retaken 
a  few  days  ago,  and  brought  into  Cape-Ann,  by  an  armed 
schooner  that  the  General  had  fitted  out  from  Marblehead ; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  a  mutiny  among  the  crew,  they 
might  have  retaken  eight  more,  and  got  Dawson,  the 
Captain  of  the  man-of-war  that  had  seized  them.  The 
rascals  are  brought  down  here  under  guard,  and  I  iiope 
will  meet  with  their  deserts.  We  have  several  deserters, 
and  taken  above  twenty  prisoners  within  these  two  weeks 
last  past ;  one  a  domestick  of  General  Howe's,  but  bring- 
ing us  nothing  very  new.  He  says,  the  usual  chat  at  his 
master's  table  was,  that  they  should  winter  in  Cambridge; 
the  colleges  would  make  good  barracks,  he;  and  he  be- 
lieves they  will  come  out.  They  have  now  got  about  twenty 
flat-bottomed  boats,  that  will  contain  sixty  men  each,  and 
frequently  practise  the  men  in  embarking  and  disembark- 
ing. Such  an  event  is  most  ardently  wished  by  every 
man  in  our  Army.  In  all  human  appearance,  their  utter 
defeat  would  be  inevitable.  We  have  now  got  some  float- 
ing batteries  built,  under  the  direction  of  Admiral  Ful- 
nam,  whose  versatile  genius  is  as  ready  for  operation  by 
water  as  land.  As  soon  as  they  are  completely  equipped, 
we  hope  to  send  you  some  account  of  their  doings,  as  the 
phrase  is  here.  Seven  of  the  prisoners  were  taken  very 
oddly ;  one  got  into  a  boat,  which  he  was  awkward  in 
managing,  and  was  like  to  drive  on  our  shore ;  a  sergeant 
and  Ave  men  set  out  in  another,  to  bring  him  back  ;  tliey 
knew  as  little  of  a  boat  as  he  did,  and  the  whole  seven  came 
driving  over  with  a  strong  wind  and  tide  into  our  guards. 

Doctor  Coats,  Captain  Mclchior,  and  Matthew  Duinan, 
of  your  City,  with  some  other  volunteers,  are  gone  with 
Colonel  Arnold  to  (^uebeck. 

All  hostilities  between  the  two  camps  have  ceased  for 
several  days.  The  irregular  firing  on  the  lines  and  sen- 
tries having  been  found  very  prejudicial  to  the  discipline 
and  good  order  of  the  Army,  is  positively  forbidden,  on  pain 
of  being  fired  upon  by  our  sentries. 

EAUL    OF    DARTMOUTH    TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    HOWE. 

Wlutoliall,  .Soptumbcr  15,  1775. 

Sir:  By  despatches  which  we  have  received  from  Go- 
vernour  Martin,  dated  in  the  month  of  July,  it  appears 
that  notwithstanding  he  has  been  reduced  to  the  humilia- 
ting necessity  of  taking  refuge  on  board  His  Majesty's 
ship  Cruiser  in  Cape-Fear  river,  and  of  submitting  to  see 
His  Majesty's  Fort  Johnson  burnt  before  his  face,  within 
gun-shot  of  the  Cruiser,  he  continues  to  be  of  opinion 
that  if  he  was  supported  with  a  small  force,  and  a  large 
supply  of  arms,  and  some  field-pieces,  he  coidd  raise  a 
body  of  men  in  that  Colony,  sufficient  to  reduce  the  re- 
bellious subjects,  both  there  and  in  South-Carolina,  to 
obedience,  and  to  awe  the  Colonies  of  Virginia,  and  pre- 
vent any  auxiliaries  being  sent  from  thence  to  the  north- 
ward. 

The  enclosed  extracts  from  Governour  Martin's  letter 
will  more  fully  explain  to  you  what  he  says ;  but,  I  must 
confess,  I  think  he  is  much  too  sanguine  ;  and  that,  from 
the  late  advices  of  the  state  o(  Morth- Carolina,  there  is 
not  much  ground  to  hope  any  thing  considerable  can  be 
effected  there. 

As  he  speaks,  however,   of  the  probability  of  success 


with  so  much  confidence,  it  has  been  thought  fit  to  order 
a  supply  often  thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  six  light  field- 
pieces,  to  be  sent  to  you,  without  loss  of  tiine,  in  order  to 
enable  you  to  aflbid  him  such  assistance  in  that  particular 
as  may  be  requisite;  and  it  is  His  Majesty's  pleasure  that 
if  you  find,  when  this  letter  reaches  you,  that  there  are 
any  good  grounds  to  supjiose  that  the  sending  to  North- 
Carolina  a  detachment  of  your  Army,  under  an  able  and 
intelligent  officer,  would  have  the  good  effect  Mr.  Martin 
seems  to  expect,  and  His  Majesty's  service  will  in  other 
respects  admit  of  it,  you  do  in  that  case  send  such  detach- 
ment, consisting  of  one  battalion  at  least,  together  with  the 
arms  and  field-pieces  herewith  sent  to  you,  for  there  is  no 
doubt  that  if  what  .Mr.  Martin  suggests  can  be  eftected,  it 
would  be  an  ailvantage  of  the  greatest  importance,  next  to 
the  regaining  our  ground  in  New-York. 

1  am,  &ic.,  DArtTMOL'TH. 


JOHN   STUAirr  TO  GENERAL  GAGE. 

St.  Augustine,  Stpti^iuher  15,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  yoiu-  Excellency  fully 
from  hence  the '20th  July,  since  which  I  have  not  received 
any  of  your  Excellency's  commands.  I  then  fully  sub- 
mitted the  motives  which  induced  my  coming  here,  with 
copies  of  my  correspondence  with  the  Committee  of  In- 
telligence at  Charlestown,  which  went  by  the  transport 
that  carried  the  detachment  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment 
from  hence  to  Virginia;  and  I  took  the  liberty  of  request- 
ing my  Lord  Dunmorc  to  forward  mine  with  his  own 
despatches,  which  gives  me  reason  to  hope  that  they  may 
have  reached  your  Excellency's  bands. 

The  seizure  of  the  gunpowder,  intended  for  supplying 
the  Indian  trade,  at  Savannah,  by  the  malecontents  of 
Georgia  and  South-Carolina,  of  which  in  my  last  I  ac- 
quainted your  Excellency,  gave  the  greatest  reason  to 
apprehend  a  general  dissatisfaction  throughout  the  Indian 
tribes  in  this  department,  which  occasioned  my  sending  off 
expresses  to  iny  Deputies  in  the  diflerent  Indian  countries, 
with  talks  calculated  to  quiet  the  fears  and  jealousies  that 
by  such  a  step  must  have  been  excited  in  their  minds  ; 
accordingly,  on  the  15th  ultimate,  I  sent  the  talks,  of  which 
I  have  now  the  honour  to  submit  copies,  to  the  Creeks  and 
Cherokees,  with  instructions  to  the  Deputies  in  said  nations 
to  support  their  oun  consequence,  and  to  frustrate  any 
attempts  of  the  emissaries  sent  by  the  Carolina  Congress, 
or  any  other  persons,  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the  Indians 
i'rom  their  tluty  to  His  Majesty,  and  their  confidence  in  him 
and  his  officers,  at  the  same  titne  to  prevent  their  commit- 
ting any  act  of  violence  or  hostility  on  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Provinces,  by  all  possible  means;  since  which,  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Taitt,  in  the  Upper  Creek  Na- 
tion, dated  1st  August,  of  which  I  also  submit  an  extract. 
For  the  officers  in  the  Indian  department  to  keep  the  In- 
dians quiet,  and  at  the  same  time  support  their  own 
influence  with  them,  in  opposition  to  the  machinations  of 
the  emissaries  sent  to  debauch  their  minds,  will  prove  a 
diificult  and  delicate  task  ;  for  when  the  Indians  hear  with 
certainty  that  their  ammimition  is  seized,  they  may  pro- 
bably determine  upon  some  such  rash  step  as  Mr.  Taitt 
apprehends,  which  will  by  the  cantlour  of  the  disaffected 
be  charged  upon  Government. 

About  the  !25th  of  last  month,  an  Indian  of  some  note 
in  the  Lower  Creek  iNation  arrived  here  ;  he  came  with  an 
Indian  trader  named  Carr ;  they  brought  me  the  above- 
mentioned  letter  from  Mr.  Taitt.  The  Indian  s  principal 
business  here  was  to  get  certain  information  concerning  my 
safety,  the  seizure  of  their  ammunition,  and  to  learn  the 
disposition  of  the  Provinces  in  general  respecting  the  In- 
dians. He  was  highly  pleased  to  see  me,  and  said  that 
his  return  would  relieve  the  Indians  from  their  fears.  Carr, 
the  trader,  brought  three  pack-horses  to  carry  home  a  sup- 
ply of  ammunition  for  his  Town,  with  which  I  furnished 
him  ;  but,  by  his  indiscretion,  the  news  of  his  arrival  and 
business  here  was  spread  through  the  country,  and  a  party 
from  Georgia  was  sent  to  waylay  him  upon  his  return, 
which  they  effected,  and  seized  his  anmiunition  ;  my  packet 
was  taken  from  him,  which  contained  duplicates  of  my 
talks  to  the  Indians,  and  letter  to  my  Deputies.  I  greatly 
apprehend  the  resentment  of  the  Indians,  upon  receiving 
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an  account  of  tliis  affair  from  the  chief,  who  was  witness 
to  it ;  however  had  tlie  consefjuence  may  prove,  they  can 
have  none  but  themselves  to  blame.  The  disappointment 
to  me  is  great,  as  I  am  informed  that  the  person  recom- 
mended by  Governour  Tonyn,  and  charged  with  my  des- 
patches, which  were  delivered  to  him  the  15th  ultimate, 
had  not  set  out  from  his  own  house,  some  miles  Irom 
hence,  the  4th  current.  I  have  sent  another  person  to 
take  and  proceed  with  my  letters,  and,  lest  any  accident 
befal  him  also,  1  shall  immediately  send  off  a  third. 

Two  Cherokee  chiefs  arrived  in  the  Creek  Nation  in  the 
beginning  of  June  last ;  they  had  a  meeting  with  the  chiefs 
the  8th  of  same  month,  where  iliey  declared  that  their 
business  was  to  renew  ancient  friendsiiip.  They  produced 
fifteen  belts  and  strings  of  beads,  as  credentials;  this  they 
thought  proper  on  the  death  of  the  Mortar,  who  was  their 
protector  in  tiiat  nation.  The  Creek  chiefs  admonished 
them  to  make  up  all  differences,  if  they  had  any,  with  the 
whole  people;  to  attach  themselves  to  the  King's  interest, 
and  depend  upon  his  protection  ;  they  returned  thanks  for 
the  advice,  which  they  declared  to  be  exactly  correspond- 
ing with  their  intentions. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  informed,  by  a  late  letter  from  Lord 
fVilliam  Campbell,  that  about  forty  Cataichns  are  at 
Charlestnivn,  and  in  the  service  of  the  new  Governours. 
This  ungrateful  little  tribe  has  for  several  years  been 
greatly  upon  the  decline.  I  have,  however,  never  neglect- 
ed them,  but,  on  the  contrary,  upon  all  occasions,  I  have 
protected  and  obtained  justice  for  them.  Their  annual 
presents  and  provisions  amounted  to  a  considerable  sum  ; 
but  as  they  are  domiciliated  and  dispersed  through  the  set- 
tlements of  i\'ori/t  and  Soulh-Cnrolinn,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
they  should  be  practised  upon  and  seduced  by  the  inhabi- 
tants with  whom  they  live,  as  by  their  ignorance  they  are 
fit  tools  to  be  worked  upon  and  receive  any  impression  ;  it 
will,  however,  have  a  good  effect  if  JNlr.  Johnson  can  get 
a  proper  message  sent  to  them  by  the  Six  IWifions.  I 
shall  not  fail  to  let  them  hear  from  the  Creeks  and  Chero- 
kees. 

As  the  competition  for  tli-^  friendship  of  the  Indian  Na- 
tions in  this  district  will  be  great,  I  must  strengthen  the  hands 
of  all  my  officers,  that,  in  point  of  presents,  they  may  be 
upon  a  footing  with  the  emissaries  of  the  malecontents  ;  for 
which  purpose  I  have  purchased  presents  and  provisions, 
and  directed  them  to  furnish  themselves  with  several  arti- 
cles from  Augusta  and  West-Florida.  As  1  can  have  no 
access  to  the  quantity  purchased  for  the  ordinary  service 
of  the  department  for  the  current  year,  now  in  store  in 
Charlestoivn,  which  I  was  obliged  to  leave  liiere,  and  as  I 
have  invited  the  principal  Creik  chiefs  to  come  here,  they 
must  return  well  satisfied,  which  lays  me  under  the  neces- 
sity of  drawing  upon  your  Excellency  for  two  thousand 
six  hundred  and  twenty-five  Pounds,  York  currency,  equal 
to  fifteen  hundred  Pounds  sterling,  payable  to  IMr.  Richard 
Yates,  of  Atii'-  York,  by  way  of  impressed,  to  be  accounted 
for.  I  am  obliged  to  draw  for  this  sum  at  once,  as  no 
money  can  be  raised  here,  or  in  any  of  the  southern  Pro- 
vinces, upon  bills  drawn  by  the  servants  of  Government 
upon  your  Excellency.  I  must  therefore  order  this  sum 
to  be  remitted  to  London,  and  be  at  my  disposal,  to  answer 
such  bills  as  I  may  find  necessary  to  draw  upon  it,  for  dis- 
chariring  the  unavoidable  extra  expense  which  will  neces- 
sarily be  incurred  this  year. 

I  think  it  proper  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that 
hitherto  1  have  not  received  one  shilling  of  the  money  due 
by  the  new-ceded  lands  in  Georgia,  for  expenses  incurred 
in  conducting  the  negotiation;  and,  as  affairs  are  situated,  I 
think  it  not  probable  that  any  part  of  it  will  be  paid  soon. 
1  therefore  hope  your  Excellency  will  he  pleased  to  grant 
the  impressed  abovementioned. 

I  have  the  honour  of  being,  with  the  utmost  respect, 
Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

John  Sti  art. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Honourable  Thomas  Gage,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

P.  S.  This  letter  I  intrust  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Cameron, 
who  is  desirous  of  joining  the  Army,  as  a  volunteer.  From 
what  I  know  of  him.  1  doubt  not  hut  he  will  do  his  dutv 
faithfully. 


EXTll.VCT  OF   A   LKTTER   FROM   C  H.\RLEST0WS,    SOUTH-CAR- 
OLl.NA,   DATF.O    SEPTr.MBtU    15,    1775. 

Our  people  have  taken  possession  of  Fort  Johnson, 
where  there  are  now  between  five  and  six  hundred  of  our 
Provincials,  who  are  in  daily  expectation  of  an  attack  from 
the  man-of-war,  one  armed  vessel,  and  two  packets  armed, 
ond  now  in  the  Road.  I  hope  they  may  never  do  it,  as 
aur  fort  is  in  a  very  defenceless  situation,  and  not  able  at 
present  to  make  any  resistance. 

JA.MES   STEWART   TO  THE   PEOPLE    OF  VIRGINIA. 

Williamsburgh,  September  15,  1775. 

The  subscriber,  who  is  an  inhabitant  of  Virginia,  and 
just  returned  from  England  (where  he  lias  been  for  these 
eighteen  months  past,  on  purpose  to  make  hiinself  ac- 
quainted with  the  culture  and  preparation  of  several  dyes) 
has  brought  in  with  him  the  seeds  and  roots  of  madder, 
woad,  and  welde,  (conmionly  called  dyer's  weed,)  which 
are  the  fundamental  dyes  of  all  colours,  either  in  the  linen, 
cotton,  or  woollen  manufactures,  with  a  view  to  |iropagate 
them,  and  makes  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  afford  them 
full  as  cheap  as  they  are  sold  in  England.  He  has  like- 
wise brought  in  the  seeds  and  roots  of  the  aranatto,  which 
dyes  yellow  and  pompadour  colours;  also,  the  genuine 
rhubarb  and  licorice  plants,  with  some  thriving  olive 
trees,  &c.,  he.  But  as  the  cultivation  of  them  all  is  too 
much  for  him  to  undertake,  he  offers  to  supply  any  gentle- 
man, or  company  of  gentlemen,  in  Virginia,  with  seeds 
and  roots,  and  to  instruct  them  how  to  prepare  them  for 
the  manufacturers;  and  as  the  utensils  for  preparing  the 
different  articles  for  market  are  to  be  had  in  the  Country, 
at  a  small  ex])ense,  nothing  else  is  required  but  the  labour 
of  one  hand  for  every  five  acres.  Madder  sells  in  Eng- 
land, according  to  the  quality,  from  ten  pence  to  two 
shillings  and  five  shillings  per  pound  ;  woad  from  eighteen 
pounds  to  twenty  pounds  a  ton,  four  or  five  crops  of  which 
may  be  made  yearly  in  Virginia;  and  welde  is  worth  five 
shillings  a  sheaf,  but,  for  the  convenience  of  exportation, 
it  is  intended  to  manufacture  it  as  they  do  indigo. 

He  also  offers  to  instruct  one  or  two  ingenious  spinning 
wheel  makers,  that  may  be  appointed  by  any  County  Com- 
mittee, to  make  a  machine,  or  wheel,  lor  sjiinning  cotton, 
with  which  one  hand  may  spin  from  fifteen  to  thirty  threads 
at  a  time;  and  he  expects  no  further  recompense  than  as 
the  merit  of  the  machine  may  appear  to  deserve. 

All  persons  who  intend  a])plying  to  him  must  be  expe- 
ditious, as  the  land  for  the  cultivation  of  the  above  articles 
ought  to  be  prepared  this  fall.  He  may  be  spoke  with  at 
Mrs.  Vole's,  for  these  eight  or  ten  days;  afterwards  at 
Winchester,  in  Frederick  County  ;  and  all  letters  for  hira 
may  be  lefi  at  the  constitutional  post-office  in  this  Ci;y, 
directed  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Aluaudcr  Hudrow,  merchant 
in  Falmouth.  Jame^  Stewart. 

PETITION  OF  THE   IN  II  AlilTANTS  OF  YONKERS,  NEW-YORK. 
I,o«-er  Yonkers,  Scptpnibcr  15,  1775. 

To  the  Ilonnurahle  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Province 
o/ New-York,  in  the  Citii  o/ New-York  convened,  or, 
in  their  recess,  to  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of 
Snfety. 
The  hximJik  Pitiiion  of  the  fuhahitantsofthe  Precinct  of 
the  Lower  Vonkers,  in  the  Countij  of  Wkstchester, 
humhhj  shcwcth: 

That  your  honourable  house  had  made  a  Resolve,  and 
published  the  same,  recommending  to  the  inhabitants  of 
every  Town,  Manor,  Precinct,  and  District,  within  the 
Province  aforesaid,  to  meet,  nominate  and  appoint  Cap- 
tains and  other  officers,  to  form  themselves  as  Companies 
of  Militia.  And  whereas  the  inhabitants  of  this  Precinct 
did  meet,  agreeable  to  your  said  Resolve,  on  the  '24th  day 
o(  August  last,  under  the  inspection  of  the  Committee  of 
that  District,  and  by  a  very  great  majority,  as  by  the  list 
will  appear,  did  nominate  and  appoint  Mr.  John  Cock,  of 
the  said  Precinct,  for  his  known  skill  and  ability  in  military 
discipline,  and  for  other  good  causes.  Captain  of  the  said 
Company,  for  the  District  aforesaid  :  And  whereas  we  are 
informed  that  a  complaint  hath  been  made  to  the  Commit- 
tee, by  a  few  of  the  inhabitants,  against  the  said  Mr.  John 
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Cock,  out  of  spite  and  malice  ;  and  as  we  conceive  wliat 
lias  been  alleged  against  bin)  was  before  signing  the  As- 
sociation, we  are  well  assured  that  since  his  signing  the 
said  Association,  no  person  can  accuse  him  of  breaking  the 
same,  by  any  ways  or  means  whatsoever.  Therefore,  we, 
the  petitioners  and  subscribers,  do  humbly  beg  the  indul- 
gence of  this  honourable  House,  to  grant  unto  Mr.  John 
Cock  the  commission  of  Captain  for  the  Company  afore- 
said, as  we  are  convinced  he  was  chosen  agreeable  to  your 
said  Resolve  ;  and  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall 
ever  pray. 

Anthony  Arcli 


Clmrles  Tyli:r, 
M.irtin  Post, 
James  Miinro, 
Anthony  Alluire, 
Edward  Ryer, 
Benj.  Furrington, 
William  Rose, 
Henry  Preslier, 
Thomas  Farringtor 
Isaac  Post, 
James  Rich, 
Gilbert  Brown, 
Tliomas  Tippit, 
Samuel  Lawrence, 
Thomns  Merrell, 
Samuel  Williams, 
Frederick  Brown, 
Israel  UiiderhiU, 
Henry  Brown, 
Henry  Taylor, 


lasil  Archc 
Thomas  Oakley, 
Jonathan  Fowler, 
Abraliani  Hick, 
Matthias  Archer, 
Ezekiel  Brown, 
Abraham  Asten, 
Robert  Farrington 
John  Odle, 
Abraham  Odle, 
Abraham  Post, 
Dennis  Post, 
William  Post, 
Robert  Brown, 
Daniel  Deen, 
Stephen  Baslino, 
Benjamin  Arsdani 
Henry  Norris, 
John  Guevinall, 


John  D.-voe, 
Jacob  Post, 
Israel  Post, 
Lewis  Post, 
Jolm  Warner, 
Elnathan  Taylor, 
Thomas  l!ich, 
Elijuh  Taylor, 
Jacob  Taylor, 
James  Crawtord, 
Elnathan  Taylor, 
David  Oakley,  Jr., 
Joseph  Oakl.y,  Jr., 
George  Crawford, 
Moses  Oakh-y, 
Francis  Smith, 
Jordan  Norris, 
Frederick  Vermilye, 
John  CorU'ight, 
Edward  Cortright, 


JOHN   HANCOCK  TO  LEWIS  MORRIS  AND  JAMES  WILSON. 
Congress  Chamber,  September  15,  1775. 

Gentlemkn:  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant  was  duly 
received,  and  communicated  to  the  Congress,  who  imme- 
diately took  into  consideration  the  proposed  expedition 
against  Detroit;  and  as  the  season  is  so  i'ar  advanced,  and 
the  Congress  have  not  sufficient  light  to  direct  their  judg- 
ment, they  cannot  undertake  to  give  their  countenance  to 
the  proposed  enterprise;  more  especially,  as  an  enterprise 
is  now  on  foot,  which,  if  successful,  will  necessarily  draw 
that  place  after  it. 

Enclosed  you  have  two  Resolves,  passed  in  Congress, 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Walker  and  Colonel 
Morris,  as  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs.  If  Dr. 
fValker  should  not  be  present  when  this  reaches  you,  it 
may  be  proper  to  despatch  an  express  to  him,  and  notify 
him  of  his  appointment.  John  Hancock. 

To  Messrs.  L.  Morris  and  /.  IVilson,  Pittsburgh. 


ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR  TO  GOVERNOUR  PENN. 

PiUsburgli,  September  15,  1775. 

Sir:  Curiosity  led  me  to  this  place  to  be  present  at  the 
treaty  with  the  Indians,  which  was  appointed  for  the  10th 
instant,  and  that  I  might  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  you 
the  earliest  notice,  if  any  thing  happened,  that  appeared 
necessary  for  you  to  be  apprized  of.  The  treaty  is  not  yet 
opened,  as  the  Indians  are  not  come  in  ;  but  there  are  ac- 
counts of  their  being  on  the  way  and  well-disposed.  We 
have,  however,  been  surprised  with  a  mana'uvre  of  the 
people  of  Virginia,  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  alter  their 
disposition.  About  one  hundred  men  marched  here  from 
Winchester,  and  took  possession  of  the  fort  on  the  1 1  th 
inst.,  which  has  so  mucli  disturbed  the  Delegates  from  the 
Congress,  that  they  have  thoughts  of  removing  to  some 
other  place  to  hold  the  treaty.  They  did  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  prevent  their  coming  to  the  fort,  but  to  no 
purpose.  This  step  has  already,  as  might  naturally  be 
expected,  served  to  exasperate  the  dispute  between  the  in- 
habitants of  the  country,  and  entirely  destroyed  the  pros- 
pect of  a  cessation  of  our  srievances  from  the  salutary  and 
conciliating  advice  of  the  Delegates  of  the  respective  Pro- 
vinces in  their  circular  letter;  and  they  are  so  sensible,  if 
something  is  not  done  soon  to  prevent  it,  the  dispute  must 
end  in  open  violence,  that  they  have  warmly  recommended 
to  the  Congress,  without  loss  of  time,  to  direct  a  temporary 
line.  It  may  be  necessary,  if  that  measure  meets  witii  your 
approbation,  to  furnish  some  of  the  Delegates  with  the 
draughts  and  calculations  respecting  the  western  extent  of 
the  Province.  1  take  the  liberty  to  mention  this,  that,  sup- 
posing, if  agreeable  to  you,  the  proper  officer  may  be  directed 
to  supply  them,  that  the  Congress  may  have  it  in  their 
power  to  take  the  matter  up,  with  a  prospect  of  at  least  no 


disadvantage  to  the  Province.  I  am  sensible.  Sir,  this  is 
out  of  my  way  ;  but  the  regard  I  have  for  your  interests, 
and  the  gratitude  I  feel  for  your  favours,  must  plead  my 
excuse,  as  they  are  my  only  motives. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  Arthur  St.  Clair. 
The  Honourable  Governour  Pcnn. 


We,  Luke  Raymond,  Kbenezcr  Raymond,  and  Billy 
Saunders,  o(  Norivalk,  in  Connecticut,  having,  in  a  cruel 
and  unjustifiable  manner,  been  guilty  of  attacking,  beating, 
and  mauling  William  liudd  Lucas,  of  Stamford,  for  which 
crime  we  are  heartily  sorry,  and  in  the  first  place  earnestly 
beg  the  forgiveness  of  said  Hilliam  B.  Lucas,  and  of  all 
other  persons  whom  we  have  offended.  And,  furthermore, 
we,  William  Stone,  James  Unit,  Jun.,  Prince  Hoives,  and 
Samuel  Bcebc,  of  Stamford,  and  John  Bigelow,  of  I<lor- 
walk,  having  been  guilty  of  being  drawn  into  the  riotous 
company  above-written,  for  which  misconduct  we  are  sin- 
cerely ashamed,  and  heartily  sorry,  and  humbly  ask  the 
forgiveness  of  all  whom  we  have  offended.  Furthermore, 
we.  Prince  Howes,  James  Hait,  Jun.,  and  Samuel  Beebe, 
aforesaid,  having  imprudently  subscribed  a  certain  paper, 
said  to  be  drawn  up  by  Cajitain  Tyler  Dibble,  for  which 
misconduct  we  are  sorry,  and  humbly  ask  the  forgiveness 
of  all  whom  we  have  offended.  And,  furthermore,  we,  one 
and  all,  solemnly  promise  and  declare  that  we  will,  to  the 
utmost  of  our  power  and  ability,  exert  ourselves  in  the  de- 
fence of  our  Country,  in  opposition  to  die  King's  Troops. 
In  witness  and  confirmation  of  the  above,  we  hereunto  set 
our  hands,  consenting  to  have  the  above  confession  printed. 
Dated  in  Stamford,  the  15th  day  of  September,  177.5. 
Luke  Raymond,  William  Stone, 

Kuenezrr  Raymond,  Prince  Howes, 
Billy  Saunders,  James  Hait,  Jun., 

Samuel  Beebe,  John  Bigei.ow. 

N.  B.  The  above  Lucas  is  accounted  a  true  son  of  li- 
berty, while  the  list  of  subscribers  are  reputed  as  having 
acted  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  their  Country. 

governour  COOKE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Proviaciice,  September  15,  1775. 

Sir:  I  observe  that  in  the  Cambridge  paper  of  yester- 
day tliere  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Bermuda  to  JS'ew- 
York,  giving  an  account  that  upwards  of  one  hundred 
barrels  of  powder  had  been  taken  out  of  the  magazine, 
supposed  to  have  been  done  by  a  vessel  from  Philadel- 
phia, and  another  from  South- Carolina.  This  intelligence 
appears  to  me  to  be  true ;  and  I  beg  to  know  your  Excel- 
lency's opinion  of  it  as  soon  as  possible,  that  if  it  be  thought 
best  to  relinquish  the  expedition,  I  may  recall  Captain 
Whipple  as  soon  as  his  cruise  for  the  packet  is  out.  His 
station  in  the  river  is  very  necessary,  as  Captain  Wallace 
hath  equipped  a  sloop  with  six  and  a  schooner  with  four 
carriage  guns,  who  may  be  very  troublesome  here. 

I  am,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 
Nicholas  Cooke. 
To  General  JVashington. 

GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  September  15,  1775. 

Sir:  1  have  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
8th  instant  by  express,  who  was  detained  by  sickness,  and 
did  not  deliver  it  till  the  12th  in  the  evening,  and  my  own 
bodily  indisposition  is  some  hinderance.  Your  peremptory 
requisition  is  fully  complied  with  ;  all  our  new  levies  will 
be  at  your  cainp  with  all  convenient  expedition.  At  the 
time  they  were,  by  your  direction,  to  remain  in  the  Colony, 
on  some  reason  to  suspect  a  remove  from  Boston  to  New- 
York,  that  they  might  be  able  to  give  them  more  speedy 
opposition,  I  ordered  Col.  Webb,  o{  OMr  Seventh  Regiment, 
his  men  being  raised  in  the  western  part  of  the  Colony,  to 
take  his  station  with  three  or  four  Companies  at  Greenwich, 
the  nearest  Town  of  this  Colony  \.o  Nexv-York,  his  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel and  Company  at  New-Haven.  The  residue 
of  his  and  Colonel  Huntim^ton's  who  were  forward  in  their 
march,  one  Company  to  Norwich,  and  the  rest  to  New- 
London.     Last  week   I   sent  orders  to  Colonel  Wtbb  k 
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iTiarcli  llie  Companies  with  him  to  New-IJavcn,  to  be  on 
his  way  so  much  nearer  to  your  camp. 

1  am  surijfised  lliat  mine  of  the  5th  instant  was  not  re- 
ceived, or  not  jud^'ed  worthy  of  notice,  as  no  mention  is 
made  of  it. 

Slon'mgton  liad  been  attacked  and  severely  cannonaded, 
and,  by  divine  Providence,  marvellously  protected.  }\ew- 
London  and  Stonington  are  still  menaced  by  the  JMiniste- 
rial  ships  and  troops;  that  the  militia  caimoi  be  thought 
sufficient  for  their  security;  that  it  is  necessary  to  cast  up 
some  intrcnchments.  We  are  obliged  actually  to  raise  more 
men  for  their  security,  and  for  the  Towns  of  Ncw-IIuven 
and  Lyme.  I  ho()ed  some  of  the  new  levies  miiiht  have 
been  left  iiere  till  these  dangers  were  over,  without  injury 
to  any  of  your  operaiions.  1  own  that  must  be  left  to  your 
judgment ;  yet  it  would  have  given  me  pleasure  to  have 
been  acciuainicd  that  you  did  consider  it.  1  thank  divine 
Providence  and  you  for  this  early  warning  to  great  care 
and  watchfulness,  that  so  the  union  of  the  Colonies  may  be 
settled  on  a  permanent  and  happy  basis. 

I  have  bel'ore  me  your  acce|)iable  letter  of  the  9th  inst. 
The  necessities  of  the  Colony  to  supply  our  two  armed 
vessels,  to  furnish  the  men  necessarily  raised  for  defence  of 
our  sea-ports  and  coasts,  and  to  raise  the  lead  ore,  wliicli 
appears  very  promising,  prevents  our  being  able  to  spare 
more  than  half  a  ton. 

You  may  depend  on  our  utmost  exeitions  for  the  defence 
and  security  of  the  constitutional  rights  and  libeity  of  the 
Colonies,  and  of  our  own  in  particular.  INone  have  shown 
greater  forwardness,  and  thereby  rendered  themselves  more 
the  objects  of  Ministerial  vengeance. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem   and    regard  for  your  personal 
character.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  ser- 
vant, Jonathan  Trumbull. 
His  Excellency  George  JVashinglon,  Esq. 

P.  S.  The  Glasgow  and  Rose,  men  of  war,  are  now  at 
Neivjmii,  and  threaten  that  on  the  return  of  the  Swon  I'rom 
Boston,  probably  with  men  lor  the  purpose,  they  will  at- 
tack Nctc-London  and  Stonington.  All  the  Regiments  in 
the  Colony,  at  a  great  expense,  have  been  extraordinarily 
disciplined,  and  one-(juarter  of  them  on  the  sea-coast  are 
selected,  e(|uipped,  and  iield  in  readiness  as  Minute-Men 
for  every  emergency. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LKTTER  FltOM  LONDON,  DATED  SEPTEMBER 

16,  1775. 

By  Collins  or  Ti/ric  my  last  was  written  to  ynu,  and 
therein  I  apprized  you  that  the  intention  of  this  nelanous 
Administration  was  for  the  Troops  to  be  remo\  ed  from  Bos- 
ton to  I^'ew-YorJc,  under  the  command  ui  JJou-c,  founded 
on  an  expectation  of  being  joined  by  that  Roman  Catho- 
lick  devil,  Carleton,  from  (-luvOeck.  P'rom  a  conviction  of 
the  impracticability  of  the  Canadian  scheme,  and  from  the 
repeated  complaints  of  all  the  ollicers  of  the  coopcd-up 
Troops  in  Boston,  repeated  councils  have  been  held  here 
of  late,  to  ascertain  the  Province  the  Regulars  should 
remove  to.  Much  division  was  among  them,  (and  God  in- 
crease it,  say  1,)  and,  after  torturing  their  ill-informed  judg- 
ments, they  agreed  to  leave  the  destined  place  to  winter  at 
to  six  of  the  ])rincipal  military  and  naval  commanders  in 
Boston,  with  liberty  for  them,  in  case  of  an  equality  of 
voices,  to  call  in  an  umpire  or  casting  vote,  \vho  should  be 
the  next  eldest  land  olhcer.  From  hence  you  see  that  as 
yet  it  is  to  us  unknown  what  Province  will  be  cursed  with 
the  presence  of  His  Sacred  Majesty's  fleet  and  army;  for 
wherever  the  one  goes  the  other  must  follow.  The  reason 
given  for  the  removal  is  the  scarcity  of  food,  and  the  danger 
of  a  total  destruction  of  the  Troops,  if  they  are  continued 
in  Boston  till  winter.  This  fresh  order  went  out  only  a 
fortnight  since.  But  where  can  such  a  fleet  lie  securely 
all  winter  for  the  protection  of  the  Army?  You  that  are 
on  the  spot  can  best  conceive,  as  it  is  determined  they  shall 
he  in  one  of  the  Twelve  United  Provinces.  For  my  part, 
I  am  clear  of  opinion  that  from  the  vigilance,  courage,  and 
number  of  my  countrymen,  they  will  not  be  sullered  to 
remain  in  either  of  the  nobly  independent  Colonies,  but 
will  be  constrained  to  proceed  either  to  (-^uclicck  or  Ha- 
lifax 

At  this  time,  several  transports  an?  taken  up,  purposely 
to  convey  to  the  Troops  oxen,  sheep,  and  every  kind  uf 


poultry,  with  every  other  necessary  of  life,  and  this  with 
the  utmost  expedition,  as  Government  is  afraid  that  many 
a  gallant  soldier  is  forced  to  a  barbarian  meal — the  effects 
of  the  Don  (Quixote  expedition.  And  whilst  transports 
are  taken  up  to  feed  the  knights  of  the  rueful  face,  the  emis- 
saries of  Administration  are  busy  throughout  the  Kingdom 
in  cajoling  the  ignorant  to  sign  addresses  to  the  King,  \nay- 
ing  him  to  proceed  in  cutting  the  throats  of  his  American 
subjects.  Already  two  notorious  rebel  Towns,  Manchester 
and  Lancaster,  have  forwarded  tlieirs,  and  from  such  a 
pious,  benevolent  King,  have  met  the  kindest  reception. 
Tiie  design  of  these  petitions  is  to  collect  the  sentiments 
of  his  people,  that  if  happily  their  numbers  square  with 
the  view  of  llie  Ministry,  that  they  may  be  laid  before  a 
complying  Parliament,  who  will  gratify  the  religious  Sove- 
reign with  an  act  enabling  him  to  send  eight  thousand  Ro- 
man ('atholicks  from  Inland,  and  twenty  thousand  soldiers 
from  Russia,  as  well  as  to  grant  the  supplies  necessary  to 
such  a  blood-thirsty  scheme.  Biavol  Surely  every  ^wc- 
rican  will  now  lay  down  his  gun,  and  fly  to  the  royal  stand- 
ard. Who  says  so?  I  say,  surely,  if  there  was  a  lukewarm 
American  before,  he  will  now  (|uit  the  preposterous  idea, 
and  fly  at  once  to  the  camp  of  Washington,  H'ooster,  Prc- 
IiIl,  or  Schuyler,  and  there,  if  necessary,  seal  with  his  blood 
his  hatred  to  tyranny  and  his  love  o'i  American  freedom. 
Counter  petitions,  or  rather  protests,  will  be  collected  by 
the  sons  of  llbeity,  and  friends  to  America,  throughout  old 
England,  not  Scotland.  The  County  of  Middlesex  is  sum- 
moned to  consult  on  an  address  to  Parliament  against  Ad- 
ministration, &.C.  This  will  be  a  busy  winter,  and,  if  my 
judgment  is  riglit,  a  civil  war  will  ensue  here  before  midsum- 
mer next.  Impeachments  are  publickly  talked  of  against 
that  great  man,  Lord  Camden:  and  so  vice  versa  against 
North,  Bute,  Mansfield,  and  the  whole  gang  of  anti-.<4me- 
ricans. 

treatv  of  neutralitv  between  william  henry  drav- 
ton  and  colonel  thomas  fletchall  and  others. 

South-Carolina. 

Whereas  misunderstandings  but  too  often  precipitate  men 
and  friends  into  quarrels  and  bloodshed,  \vhich,  but  for 
such  misimderstandings,  never  could  have  hap|)ened  ;  And 
whereas  the  present  unhappy  disputes  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  North  America  have  unhappily  occasioned  uneasi- 
nesses between  a  part  of  the  people  living  between  Broad 
and  Saluda  Rivers,  and  other  adjacent  parts,  and  the  other 
inhabitants  of  the  Colony  aforesaid,  from  misunderstand- 
ings as  aforesaid,  inasmuch  as  the  said  part  of  the  jieo- 
ple  as  aforesaid,  having  tender  consciences,  declined  to 
accede  to  the  Association  signed  in  Congress  on  the  4th  of 
June  last ;  and  the  said  other  inhabitants  thereby  thinking 
that  the  said  declining  to  accede  proceeded  from  jjrinciples 
and  designs  in  them,  the  said  part  of  the  peo))le,  inimical  to 
the  i)roccedings  and  designs  of  the  said  other  inhabitants ; 
and  that  they,  the  said  part  of  the  people,  did  mean  to  aid, 
assist,  and  join  the  British  Troops,  if  any  should  arrive  in 
the  Colony  aforesaid,  during  the  present  unhappy  disputes 
as  aforesaid : 

And  whereas  these  are  all  misunderstandings;  and  it 
being  the  sincere  uish  and  desire  of  all  parts  of  the  Colony 
to  live  in  peace  and  friendship  with  each  other:  wherefore, 
for  the  clearing  up  the  said  misunderstandings,  and  for  the 
manifestation  of  the  wish  and  desire  aforesaid.  Col.  IVtomas 
I'letchall,  Capla'm  John  Ford,  Captain  Thos.  Greer,  Cap- 
tain Evan  McLaurin,  the  licvcrend  Philip  Mulkcy,  Mr. 
Robert  Mcn-ick,  and  Captain  Benjamin  Jf'offord,  Deputies 
for  and  sent  by  the  part  of  the  people  aforesaid,  have  re- 
paired to  the  camp  of  the  Hon.  William  Henry  Drayton, 
Esq.,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
for  this  Colony.  And,  for  the  pur|)oses  aforesaid,  it  is  here- 
by contracted,  BL'reed,  and  declared,  by  the  Honourable 
WiUiam  Henry  Drayton,  in  pursuance  of  powers  vested 
in  him  by  the  honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  as  afore- 
said, on  the  one  [lart,  and  the  Deputies  aforesaid,  in  pur- 
suance of  ))owers  vested  in  them  by  the  said  part  of  the 
people,  on  the  other  part : 

1st.  That  the  said  declining  of  the  part  of  the  people 
aforesaid,  to  accede  as  aforesaid,  did  not  proceed  from  any 
ill  or  even  unfriendly  principle  or  design  in  them,  the  said 
part  of  the  people,  to  or  against  the  principles  or  designs 
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of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  or  authorities  derived  from  it  will  give  infinite  satisfaction.     It  will  convince  every  per- 

that  body,  but  proceeded  only  from  a  desire  to  abide  in  son  of  the  rectitude  of  our  designs.     It  will  obliterate  a 

their  usual  peace  and  tranquillity.  distinction   which,  if  now  permitted   to  remain,  will  give 

2d.  That  the  said  part  of  the  people  never  did  mean  to  FletchaWs  people  room  to  sell  their  patriotism,  &.c.,  to 
aid,assist,or  join  the /inVis/i  Troops  as  aforesaid;  and  here-  King's  Troops,  and  thus  renew  a  communication.  And, 
by  it  is  declared,  that  if  at  any  tinie  during  the  present  un-  indeed,  if  we  will  not  trade  with  them,  we  cannot  in  con- 
happy  disputes  between  frrerti /iriVom  and  jVor^/i-^menca,  science  blame  them  for  trading  with  tliose  who  will  trade 
&ny  British  Troops  shall  or  may  arrive  in  this  Colony,  the  with  them.  And  this  seems  to  correspond  with  the  spirit 
Deputies  aforesaid,  for  themselves  and  the  part  of  the  peo-  of  the  resolution  of  the  General  Committee,  August  23d, 
pie  aforesaid,  by  whom  they  the  said  Deputies  are  autho-  "  but  also  to  give  such  assurances,"  &,c.  I  am  clearly  of 
rized,  and  whom  they  do  represent,  declare,  that  if  any  opinion  that  upon  the  instrument  of  the  16th  of  September, 
British  Troops  as  aforesaid,  shall  arrive  as  aforesaid,  they,  such  a  relaxation  might  be  grounded.  I  am  persuaded  it 
the  said  Deputies,  and  the  part  of  the  people  aforesaid,  shall  will  be  attended  with  the  most  salutary  consequences,  and 
not  and  will  not  give,  yield,  or  afford,  directly  or  indirectly,  therefore  I  do  most  heartily  recommend  that  it  may  be  done, 
to  or  for  the  use,  advantage,  or  comlbrt  of  the  said  British  But  above  all  things  I  think  it  is  my  duty  most  strongly 
Troops,  or  any  part  of  them,  any  aid  or  assistance  whatso-  to  represent  that  the  Governour  should  be  taken  into  cus- 
ever,  or  hold  with  them,  the  said  Troops,  or  any  part  of  tody, 
them,  any  communication  or  correspondence.  I  beg  leave  also  to  represent  that  the  declaration  of  the 

3d.  That  if  at  any  lime  during  the  unhappy  disputes  as  13th,  and  the  instrument  of  the  16th  instant,  be  not  only 

aforesaid,  any  person  or  persons,  of  the  part  of  the  people  printed  generally  in  the  Gazettes  and  in  sheets,  to  be  im- 

aforesaid,  shall,  by  discourses  or  words,  reflect  upon,  cen-  mediately,   by  the   Committee  of  Intelligence,  circulated 

sure,  or  condemn,  or  by  any  conduct  oppose  the  proceed-  throughout  the  Colony,  to  give  general  notification  thereof, 

ings  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  or  authorities  derived  (which  is  greedily  desired,)  and  to  prevent  erroneous  copies, 

from  them,  the  said   Congress,  the  Council  of  Safety,  or  but  that  they  be  published  in  England,  for  this  reason : 

General  Committee,  as  the  case   may  be,  shall,  without  They  will  show  that  no  part  of  the  people  of  this  Colony 

being  deemed  to  give  umbrage  to  the  part  of  the  people  are  even  unfriendly  to  the  designs  of  Congress ;  that  none 

aforesaid,  send  to  any  of  the  Deputies  aforesaid,  to  make  of  the  ])eople  will  encourage  any  person,  even  by  word,  to 

requisition  that  any  and  every  such  person  or  persons  as  condemn  our  proceedings ;  that  all  offenders  shall  be  de- 

aforesaid,  offending  in  any  of  the  premises  aforesaid,  against  livered  up  to  punishment;  that  no  part  of  the  people  will 

the  proceedings  of  the  Congress  or  authorities  aforesaid,  even  hold  communication  with  the  King's  Troops.     All 

may  and  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the  authority  of  the  Con-  this  will  be  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  Governour's  repre- 

gress,  or  the  tribunals  under  that  authority,  to  be  questioned  sentation  of  the  meritorious  conduct  and  zeal  of  FletchaWs 

and  tried,  and  proceeded  against,  according  to  the  mode  of  people  for  the  King's  service.     And  for  all  this  to  appear 

proceedings  by  authority  of  C'ongress ;  and  if  such  person  is  of  infinite  importance,  and   infinitely  preferable  to  our 

or  persons  as  aforesaid,  be  not  delivered  upas  aforesaid,  having  put  a  part  of  those  people  to  the  sword,  which  would 

within  fourteen  days  after  requisition  as  aforesaid,  then,  in  not  only  have  lain  the  foundation  for  lasting  animosities, 

such  case,  the  Congress,  or  Council  of  Safety,  or  General  but  would  convince  Administration  that  the  Governour's 

Committee,  may  and  shall  be  at  liberty  to  use  every  means  representations   were  true,  that  there  was  a  strong  party 

to  apprehend  any  and  every  such  person  or  persons  as  last  here  against  the  Congress  ;  all  which  would  invite  them  to 


aforesaid,  and  question,  try,  and  proceed  against 
said,  every  such  person  or  persons  as  aforesaid. 

4th.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  who  has  or  have 
signed,  or  shall  sign  the  Association  aforesaid,  shall,  with- 
out authority  of  Congress,  molest  any  person  or  persons  of 
the  part  of  the  people  aforesaid,  in  such  case  application 
shall  be  made  to  the  said  Congress,  or  Council  of  Safety,  or 


send  a  strong  body  of  Troops  here,  and  that  very  early. 
HAMPTON  (Virginia)  committee  to  captain  squire. 

Hampton,  September  16,  1775. 

Sir:   Yours  of  the  10th  instant,  directed  to  the  Com- 
ittee  of  the  Town  of  Hampton,  reciting  "  that  a  sloop 


General  Committee,  in  order  that  such  person  or  persons,  tender  in  His  Majesty's  service  was,  on  the  2d  instant,  cast 

so  molested,  be  punished  for  and  restrained  from  molest-  on  shore  near  this   place,  having  on  board  some  of  the 

ing  as  aforesaid.  King's  stores,"  which  you  say  were  seized  by  the  inliabi- 

And  it  is  hereby  declared  that  all  and  every  person  of  the  tants,  and  demanding  an  immediate  return  of  the  same,  or 

part  of  the  peo|)le  as  aforesaid,  not  offending  in  or  against  that  the  people  of  Hampton  must  answer  the  consequen- 

any  of  the  premises  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  continue  to  ces  of  such  outrage,  was  this  day  laid  before  them,  who, 

dwell  and  remain  at  home  as  usual,  safe  in  their  lives,  per-  knowing  the  above  recital  to  be  injurious  and  untrue,  think 


sons,  and  properties :  such  being  no  more  than  what  has 
been  and  is  the  aim,  intention,  and  inclination  of  the  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony,  and  the  authorities  under  that  body. 
All  persons  who  shall  not  consider  themselves  as  bound  by 
this  treaty,  must  abide  by  the  consequences. 


proper  here  to  mention  the  facts  relative  to  this  matter.  The 
sloop,  we  apprehend,  was  not  in  His  Majesty's  service,  as 
we  are  well  assured  that  you  were  on  a  pillaging  or  plea- 
suring party  ;  and  although  it  gives  us  pain  to  use  indeli- 
cate expressions,  yet  the  treatment  received  from  you  calls 


Done  at  the  camp  near  Niiicty-Six,  this  16th  day  of     for  a  state  of  the  facts  in  the  simple  language   of  truth 


Septeinber,  1775, 

Wm.  Hy.  Drayton 
Thos.  Fletchall, 
John  Ford, 
Wm.  Thomson, 
Witnesses  :  ^  Eli  Kershaw, 

Francis  Salvador. 


Thomas  Greer, 
Evan  McLaurin, 
Benj.  Wofford. 


however  harsh  it  may  sound.  To  your  own  heart  we 
appeal,  for  the  candour  with  which  we  have  stated  them ; 
to  that  heart  which  drove  you  into  the  woods  in  the  most 
tempestuous  weather,  in  one  of  the  darkest  nights,  to  avoid 
the  much  injured  and  innocent  inhabitants  of  this  County, 
who  had  never  threatened  or  ill-used  you,  and  who  would, 
at  that  time,  have  received  you,  we  are  assured,  with 
humanity  and  civility,  had  you  made  yourself  and  situa- 
tion known  to  them.  Neither  the  vessels  nor  stores  were 
seized  by  the  inhabitants  of  Hampton ;  the  gunner,  one 
Mr.  Gray,  and  the  pilot,  one  Mr.  Ruth,  who  were  em- 
ployed by  you  on  this  party,  are  men.  we  hope,  who  will 
After  all,  I  assure  you  our  situation  is  utterly  precarious  still  assert  the  truth.  From  them,  divers  of  our  members 
while  the  Governour  is  at  liberty.  He  animates  these  men  ;  were  informed  that  the  vessel  and  stores,  together  with  a 
he  tempts  them  ;  and  although  they  are  now  recovered,  good  seine,  (which  you  wittiout  cause  so  hastily  deserted,) 
yet  their  fidelity  is  precarious,  if  he  is  at  liberty  to  jog  them  were  given  up  as  irrecoverably  lost,  by  the  officers  and 
again,  and  lay  new  toils  for  them.  Gentlemen,  allow  me  some  of  the  proprietors,  to  one  Finn,  near  whose  house 
in  the  strongest  terms  to  recommend  that  you  make  hos-  you  were  drove  on  shore,  as  a  reward  for  his  entertaining 
tages  of  the  Governour  and  the  officers.  To  do  this  is  not  you,  kc,  with  respect  and  decency. 
more  dangerous  to  us  than  what  we  have  done ;  it  will  se-  The  threats  of  a  person  whose  conduct  hath  evinced 
cure  our  safety,  which  otherwise  will  be  in  danger.  I  would  that  he  was  not  only  capable  but  desirous  of  doing  us,  in 
also  recommend  that  the  trade  with  the  countr}'  be  opened  ;  our  then  defenceless  state,  the  greatest  injustice,  we  con- 
FouKTH  Series. — Vol.  hi.  46 


extract  of  a  letter  from  WILLIAM  H.  DRAYTON  TO  THE 
COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  FOR  SOUTH-CAROLINA,  DATED  SEP- 
TEMBER 17,  1775. 
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fe=s,  were  somewhat  alarming ;  but,  with  tlie  greatest  plea- 
sure, we  can  inform  you,  our  apprehensions  are  now 
removed. 

Althour;h  we  know  we  cannot  legally  be  called  to 
account  for  that  which  you  are  pleased  to  style  an  outrage, 
and  notwithstanding  we  have  hitherto  by  you  been  treated 
with  iniquity,  we  will,  as  far  as  in  our  power  lies,  do  you 
right  upon  just  and  equitable  terms. 

First.  We,  on  behalf  of  this  community,  require  from 
you  the  restitution  of  a  certain  Joseph  Harris,  the  jiro- 
perty  of  a  gentleman  of  our  Town,  and  all  other  of  our 
slaves  whom  you  may  have  on  board;  which  said  Harris. 
as  well  as  other  slaves,  hath  been  long  harboured,  and 
often  employed,  with  your  knowledge,  (as  appeared  to  us 
by  the  confession  of  Ruth  and  others,  and  as  is  well  known 
to  all  your  men,)  in  pillaging  us,  under  cover  of  night,  of 
our  sheep  and  other  live  slock. 

Secondly.  We  require  that  you  will  send  on  shore  all 
boats,  with  their  hands,  and  every  other  thing  you  have 
detained  on  this  occasion. 

And  lastly.  That  you  shall  not,  by  your  own  arbitrary 
authority,  undertake  to  insult,  molest,  interrupt,  or  detain, 
the  persons  or  property  of  any  one  passing  to  and  from 
this  Town,  as  you  have  frequently  done  for  some  time 
past. 

Upon  complying  with  those  requisitions,  we  will  endea- 
vour to  procure  every  article  left  on  our  shore,  and  shall  bo 
ready  to  deliver  tiiem  to  your  pilot  and  gunner,  of  whose 
good  behaviour  we  have  had  some  ])roofs.     W^e  are,  &ic. 

The  CoMMrrTKE  of  Elizabeth  City  County, 

AND  Town  of  Hampton. 
To  Matthciv  Squire,  Esq.,  Commander  of  His  Majesty's 

Ship  Otter,  lying  in  Hampton  Road. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  o( Elizabeth  City  Coun- 
ty, and  Town  of  Hampton,  September  16,  1775: 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  most  hearty  thanks  of 
this  Committee,  and  all  those  whom  they  represent,  are 
justly  due  to  Major  James  Inncs,  the  other  Gentlemen  Offi- 
cers, and  to  the  several  Volunteer  Companies  now  under 
their  command,  for  so  expeditiously  and  cheerfully  march- 
ing to  our  assistance  and  defence  on  the  alarm  occasioned 
by  the  threats  and  several  insolent  letters  of  a  certain  il/f/<- 
thew  Squire,  commander  of  His  Majesty's  Ship  the  Otter ; 
and  that  this  Committee,  for  themselves  and  constituents, 
do  accordingly  present  their  most  hearty  and  cordial  thanks 
to  the  said  very  worthy  Gentlemen  and  their  Companies. 
W.  R.  W.  CuRLE,  Chairman. 


OFFICERS    OF    MINUTE-MEN,  CORNWALL  rUECINCT,  ORANGE 
COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 

rJloomin^-tJrove,  Soptcmbcr  1(»,  177'>. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  Company  of  Minute-men,  held  at 
Blooming-Grove  meeting-house,  in  the  Precinct  of  Coni- 
n-all,  in  Orange  County,  New-York,  on  Friday,  the  l.jtii 
instant,  for  tlie  purpose  of  choosing  their  Officers,  the  fol- 
lowing persons  were  duly  chosen  to  fill  the  places  of  com- 
missioned oilicers  in  said  Company,  viz: 

Thomas  Moffat,  Captain  ;  Selh  Marvin,  First  Lieuten- 
ant ;  James  Little,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Nathan  Strong, 
Ensiiin. 


Ei.iiiu  AL\Rviv,         )  , 
.  ,  ;■  Jnspcctors. 

Aruiiibald  IjUI-TLE,  3        ■' 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMEN  IN  NEW-YORK, 
FROM  AN  OFKICEK  AT  ISLE-AUX-NOIX,  DATED  SEPTEMBER 

1(5,  1775. 

^Vhen  I  last  wrote  to  you,  I  was  at  Crown  Point,  on  my 
way  hither ;  we  arrived  here  on  Monday,  the  '2d  instant, 
and  on  ff'cdncsday  we  set  out  to  go  down  the  lake  as  far 
as  St.  John's,  which  is  about  twelvo  miles  distant,  in  order 
to  fiud  out  the  disposition  of  the  Canadians.  We  went  on 
thither  with  great  cheerfulness,  till,  coining  witliin  about  a 
mile  of  the  fort,  the  enemy  began  to  fire  at  our  boats  with 
cannon,  which  obliged  us  to  land  ;  we  immediately  formed, 
and  marching  towards  the  fort,  through  the  woods,  we  re- 
ceived a  smart  fire  from  the  Indians  and  Regulars,  who 
lay  in  ambush  to  destroy  us ;  we  returned  the  fire  very 
freely,  as  you  may  well  suppose.     This  continued  about 


an  hour,  when  we  obliged  them  to  retreat  to  the  fort. 
They  killed  eight  of  our  men,  and  wounded  seven.  Amongst 
the  latter  are  ^Iajor  Hobby  and  Captain  Mead,  of  Colonel 
H'aterbury's  Regiment.  Of  the  enemy  we  killed  nine, 
and  wounded  fifteen  ;  among  their  killed  is  Matthias  John.- 
son.  After  this  fatiguing  piece  of  business,  we  thought  it 
necessary  to  throw  up  a  small  breastwork  for  our  own 
security,  which  we  very  speedily  did,  about  three-quartei-s 
of  a  mile  from  the  fort ;  but  being  so  very  near,  they  kept 
continually  throwing  their  bomb  shells  at  us  ;  and  not  being 
prepared  to  answer  them  in  that  way,  we  were  obliged  to 
retire  a  mile  further  from  them  ;  we  tarried  that  niglit,  and 
till  ten  in  the  morning,  when  we  re-embarked  for  the 
island. 

On  Sunday,  the  9th,  we  again  set  out,  and  about  ten 
in  the  evening  arrived  at  the  place  where  we  tarried  the 
night  when  we  were  up  before;  and  then  setting  out  to 
march  to  Chambly,  just  as  we  came  to  the  breastwork 
that  we  before  had  thrown  up,  we  received  a  very  heavy 
fire  from  two  batteaus  that  were  on  the  lake,  with  swivel 
and  gra|ie  shot,  and  at  the  same  time  from  the  savages  on 
the  shore.  Our  armed  boats  perceiving  the  fire  on  the 
lake,  fired  three  twelve-pounders,  one  of  which  took  the 
enemy's  principal  batteau  directly  in  the  bow,  and  tore  her 
from  stem  to  stern  ;  she  immediately  sunk,  with  all  the 
men  in  her,  amounting  to  thirty-five.  We  then  proceeded 
on  to  the  breastwork,  where  we  killed  their  chief  interpre- 
ter and  one  Indian.  We  received  no  hurt  at  all.  In  the 
morning  we  saw  their  armed  schooner,  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  tons,  carrying  twelve  nine-pounders,  coming  towards 
us ;  we  then  thought  it  expedient  to  return  to  the  island, 
until  we  could  have  more  artillery  with  us,  which  we  now 
have  got,  with  a  great  number  of  bomb  shells,  mortars,  Sec. 
We  are  now  immediately  to  embark  a  third  time,  and  are 
determined  to  take  the  schooner  and  fort  at  all  events. 

The  Canadians  have  seized  two  batteaus,  that  were 
going  to  St.  John''s  to  supply  the  enemy  with  provisions. 
On  their  requesting  them  to  stop,  the  Regulars  fired  at 
them,  which  the  Canadians  returned,  killed  twelve  Regu- 
lars, and  look  the  rest  prisoners.  We  last  night  sent  oil' a 
jiarty  to  Chambly,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  fifty  of 
whom  are  Canadians,  that  have  been  in  the  camp  several 
days. 

JOHN  WETHERHEADTO  NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

On  board  the  Asia,  September  17,  1775. 

Sir  :  I3y  letters  I  have  received  from  my  friends  on 
shore,  I  understand  that  a  certain  Doctor  Nicholson,  and 
some  other  evil-minded  persons,  had  endeavoured  to  injure 
me  greatly,  by  telling  the  Committee  "  that  I  was  the 
jierson  who  informed  Cajitain  Vandcpui  of  a  design  to 
take  away  the  guns  from  the  Hattery  on  the  23d  of  last 
month  ;  that  I  had  also  been  to  Statcn-lsland  in  disguise, 
to  purchase  provisions  to  send  to  Boston  in  the  transport ; 
and,  further,  that  I  had  Airnished  the  said  Nicholson  and 
a  negro  man  with  pistols  to  defend  themselves,  if  neces- 
sary, at  the  lime  they  were  purchasing  provisions  for  the 
same  purpose." 

As  the  above  reports  are  either  infamous  falsehoods  or 
gross  misrepresentations,  the  duty  I  owe  to  myself  and 
family  induces  me  to  trouble  you.  Sir,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  with  the  following  account  of  my  conduct 
with  respect  to  the  matters  alleged  against  me,  beseeching 
you  to  do  me  the  favour  to  show  this  letter  to  the  Com- 
mittee, or  to  any  other  gentleman  in  the  City  you  may 
think  proper,  not  doubting  hut  the  candour  of  my  fellow- 
citizens  will  immediately  acquit  me  of  every  obnoxious 
charge  brought  against  ine  by  the  malevolent  tongue  of 
malice  and  scandal. 

On  the  23d  of  last  month,  having  occasion  to  see  Cap- 
tain Herbert,  of  the  Fifty-Ninth  Regiment,  (who  1  under- 
stood kept  chiefly  on  board  the  I^acket,)  in  order  to  deliver 
a  letter  1  had  received  from  Elizabcthtown,  with  a  particu- 
lar request  that  I  would  deliver  it  with  my  own  hands,  I 
went  down  to  Blundctt's  to  watch  for  the  Packet's  boat ; 
but  as  no  boat  came  on  shore,  I  took  the  opportunity  of 
the  Asia's  boat ;  as  soon  as  1  got  on  board  the  Asia,  Cap- 
tain T'andeput  called  me  aside,  and  asked  me  whether  I 
had  heard  any  thing  concerning  a  design  to  take  the  guns 
away  that  ni^ht  from  the  Battery.  My  answer  was,  that  I 
had  not  heard  any  thing  about  the  matter,  nor  did  I  believe 
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it.  He  then  read  to  me  a  note  he  said  he  had  received 
from  shore  that  morning,  giving  him  tiie  information,  tell- 
ing me  at  the  same  time  that  he  could  entirely  depend  on 
the  person  who  wrote  the  note,  and  assured  me  he  could 
not  avoid  firing  upon  tlie  persons  who  should  make  the 
attempt.  I  then  lell  him,  and  went  on  board  the  trans- 
port, where  I  was  told  Capt.  Herbert  was  at  dinner.  As  far 
as  I  can  remember,  it  was  then  near  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. I  had  not  been  half  an  hour  on  board  the  transport, 
before  two  or  three  gentlemen  came  on  board,  with  looks 
of  the  utmost  consternation,  assuring  me  the  Town  was  in 
tlie  greatest  confusion,  and  that  the  guns  were  to  be  taken 
away,  and  that  two  hundred  men  were  in  quest  of  me,  Mr. 
Bayard,  and  other  gentlemen,  whom  they  were  deter- 
mined to  secure ;  beseeching  me,  if  I  had  any  regard  for 
my  own  life  or  safety,  by  no  means  to  attempt  going  on 
shore.  This  was  afterwards  confirmed  to  me  by  young 
Roberts  and  another  gentleman  ;  and  this  is  all  1  know 
about  that  matter. 

The  second  charge,  concerning  my  purchasing  provisions 
to  send  to  Boston,  or  assisting  any  other  person  in  so  doing, 
is  equally  without  foundation.  It  is  true  that  I  was  at  Sta- 
tcn-hland,  along  with  the  Captain  of  the  transport.  It  is 
also  true  that  I  was  present  when  the  Captain  purchased 
some  stock  from  two  or  three  persons  on  the  island  ;  but  I 
am  entirely  obliged  to  my  enemies  for  the  information,  that 
tlie  stock  or  any  part  of  it  was  intended  for  Boston ;  nor 
do  I  know  that  any  of  it  is  gone  thither.  In  order,  how- 
ever, to  explain  this  transaction  justly  and  clearly,  permit 
me.  Sir,  to  tell  you  all  the  circumstances  as  they  hap- 
pened. You,  and  every  other  gentleman,  will  then  be  able 
to  judge  how  far  the  merits  or  demerits  of  that  transaction 
are  to  be  laid  at  my  door.  You  will  please  to  observe  that 
tlie  Captain  of  the  transport  had  proposed  to  me  to  take 
a  sail  with  him  in  his  long-boat,  as  far  as  Amboy,  to  pay 
a  friendly  visit  to  one  Mr.  Sprowh,  a  young  gentleman 
who  lives  with  Captain  Holland.  I  consented  to  go  with 
bim,  on  condition  that  he  would  agree  to  go  with  me  to 
Middletown  Point,  where  my  intention  was  to  pay  a  visit 
to  my  wife's  sister,  Mrs.  Morris,  whom  I  had  not  seen  for 
some  time,  and  who  was  at  that  time  very  ill.  We  accord- 
ingly set  out  in  the  afternoon,  and,  when  we  got  to  the 
ISarrows,  discovered  the  Kingfisher  lying  at  anchor  about 
four  miles  oH]  and  in  a  little  while  after  we  saw  her  long- 
boat put  off  and  stand  towards  us ;  as  there  was  but  little 
wind,  and  the  tide  began  to  make  against  us,  she  soon  came 
up  with  us,  when  I  found  she  was  sent  on  shore  with  Mr. 
Unkles,  who  persuaded  us  by  no  means  to  attempt  going 
any  further  that  evening,  as  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  get 
to  Amboy  by  daylight.  Mr.  Unkles,  as  a  further  induce- 
ment, told  us  that  if  we  wanted  any  fresh  provisions,  he 
was  sure  we  might  purchase  it  with  great  ease  in  that 
neighbourhood ;  for  that  he  had  procured  ten  sheep  the 
day  before,  from  one  Cuzzen  or  Cusson,  for  Captain  M071- 
iague.  The  Captain  immediately  caught  at  this  informa- 
tion with  great  eagerness.  He  would  therefore  go  no 
further.  Unkles  stepped  on  board  our  boat,  and  we  went 
on  shore  together,  where  Unkles  led  us  from  house  to  house 
to  purchase  stock,  a  good  part  of  which  was  purchased  by 
the  Captain  and  Unkles,  under  the  pretence  that  we  were 
part  of  sixteen  passengers  and  ten  servants,  outward  bound, 
in  a  vessel  belonging  to  London,  and  that  no  live  stock  can 
be  had  at  Neiv-York.  In  short,  we  loaded  our^boat  with 
ducks,  geese,  fowls,  and  roasting  pigs,  and  a  few  lambs,  and 
returned  back  again,  when  I  insisted  that  the  stock  should 
be  immediately  divided  betwixt  the  Asia  and  the  transport ; 
which  was  accordingly  done.  Our  part  of  it  on  board  the 
Asia  was  soon  eat  up,  for  we  had  had  no  fresh  provisions 
since  the  23d.  The  case  was  the  same  with  the  transport, 
and  I  fancy  the  Staten-Island  stock  was  made  an  end  of 
several  days  before  she  sailed  from  hence.  For  my  part,  I 
thought  myself  happy,  and  do  still  think  so,  that  the  stock 
was  procured,  as  it  in  some  measure  tended  to  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  officers,  who  were  highly  exasperated  at  the 
town's  people  for  stopping  the  fresh  beef,  in  so  much  that 
some  steps  like  to  have  been  taken  that  would  have  been 
very  fatal  to  numbers  in  the  City. 

As  to  the  pistols,  and  the  story  i\7(.-Ao/sore  has  told  about 
them,  he  well  knows  it  to  be  an  infamous  fabrication  of  his 
own.  The  pistols  were  not  mine,  nor  did  I  even  know  that 
he  or  the  pistols  were  gone,  till  three  days  after ;  but  this 


I  know  I  can  prove,  that  the  gentlemen  on  board  the 
transport  assured  us  JSichoIson  had  stolen  the  pistols,  for 
that  he  had  not  asked  any  body's  consent  to  take  them. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  given  you  as  true  and  circumstantial 
an  account  of  the  several  matters  alleged  against  me  as  my 
memory  can  furnish  me  with,  and  you  will  greatly  oblige 
me  by  showing  it  to  the  Committee,  or  to  any  gentlemen 
in  the  City.  In  the  meantime,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  sub- 
scribing myself,  with  great  sincerity.  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  John  Wetherhead. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  L\  NEW-YORK, 
FROM  AN  OFFICER  AT  ISLE-AUX-NOIX,  DATED  SEPTEM- 
BER 17,  1775. 

I  have  just  time  to  acquaint  you,  that  to-morrow  we 
intend  to  strike  a  decisive  blow  at  St.  John's.  We  have 
already  had  two  skirmishes.  In  the  first  we  lost  seven 
men,  besides  six  or  seven  wounded.  Our  enemy  had 
nine  Indians  killed  on  the  spot,  with  twice  as  many 
wounded,  as  we  are  informed. 

The  savages  appear  barbarous  to  the  last  degree;  not 
content  with  scalping,  they  dug  up  our  dead  and  mangled 
them  in  the  most  shocking  manner.  I  had  the  pleasure  to 
see  two  of  them  scalped,  as  a  retaliation  for  their  barbarity. 
This  happened  after  our  last  action,  in  which  none  of  us 
were  hurt.  An  armed  boat,  which  threw  shells  and  grape- 
shot  briskly  at  us  for  some  time,  though  without  doing  mis- 
chief, was  fortunately  divided  by  a  salute  from  a  twelve- 
pounder  from  one  of  our  gondolas.  It  is  said  there  were 
thirty  Regulars  in  the  boat,  who  all  perished,  either  by  the 
shot  or  in  the  lake.  The  chief  obstacle  we  shall  meet 
with  to-morrow  will  be  a  strong  schooner,  which  we  are 
determined  to  board.  She  mounts  eighteen  nine-pounders, 
and  was  launched  but  two  days  before  we  took  possession 
of  the  island.  How  this  enterprise  will  succeed,  God  only 
knows  :  but  I  still  have  hopes  to  see  you  and  all  my  friends 
once  more  at  ]Sew-  York. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  QUEBECK,   DATED  SEPTEM- 
BER  17,    1775. 

We  have  accounts  from  St.  John's,  where  the  King's 
Troops  are  in  garrison,  that  the  Continental  Troops  were 
laying  siege  to  it.  The  confusion  this  has  thrown  every 
thing  into  is  inexpressible.  Proper  persons  were  imme- 
diately employed  in  collecting  what  Canadians  they  could, 
in  order  to  take  up  arms  ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  assure 
you  they  met  with  little  or  no  success.  Was  a  vigorous  effort 
to  be  made  on  your  side,  this  Country  would  be  your  own. 
The  tools  of  Government  are  in  full  employment,  some  in 
observing  tlie  conduct  of  the  Canadians,  and  others  in 
watching  tlie  motions  and  actions  of  the  English  Ameri- 
cans, who  can  neither  speak  nor  stir  without  its  being 
known. 

NEWCASTLE  (Delaware)  committee. 

In  CominiUee,  Newcastle,  Septembei-  18,  1775. 

A  Petition  from  Charles  McKinzie,  Master  of  the  Ship 
Feacc  and  Plenty,  now  lying  in  this  Port — setting  forth, 
that  ho  arrived  at  this  Port,  from  Belfast,  on  the  Sth  inst., 
with  passengers  ;  that,  since  his  arrival,  all  exportation  from 
this  Continent  has  been  stopped,  except  from  this  Govern- 
ment, JSexc-York,  I^ or th- Carolina,  and  Georgia;  and 
praying  permission  to  take  in  a  cargo  for  a  foreign  Port, 
which  he  could  do  without  contravening  the  Association  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  thereby  prevent  a  great 
loss,  by  returning  in  ballast  only — was  by  order  read. 

Resolved,  xinanimonsly,  That  the  said  Petition  be  re- 
jected ;  but  that  the  said  Charles  McKinzie  be  permitted 
to  supply  himself  with  such  Provisions  and  Stores  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  Ship's  crew,  on  their  passage  to  any 
other  Port,  under  the  inspection  of  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation for  Newcastle  Hundred. 

James  Booth,  Secretary. 

return  of  militia  officers,  for  Rochester,  ulstek 
county,  new-york. 
Pursuant  to  the  resolves  of  the  honourable  Congress  of 
the  Province  of  Ncic-York,  the  Southwesternmost  Dis- 
trict or  Company  of  the  Township  of  Rochester  met  and 
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chose  for  tlieir  respective  Officers  the  following  persons, 
viz: 

Andries  Bcvier,  Captain ;  Richard  Brodhead,  First 
Lieutenant;  Reuben  De  H'itt,  Second  Lieutenant;  Jo- 
hannes A.  De  IVitt,  Ensign  ;  which  persons  we  return  to 
the  said  Congress,  as  so  elected. 

Witness  our  hands,  the  IStli  Septemher,  1775. 
A.  Dk  Witt, 

JoHANNKS   BkVIEK,  Jk., 

J.  G.  Hardenbuhgh, 
Members  of  the  Committee  of  the  Township  of  Rochester. 


INTELLIGENCE  RECEIVED  BY  THE  CONGRESS  FROM  GENERAL 
SCHLVLER. 

Phibdcliiliia,  Seplwuber  18,  177J. 

General  Montgomery,  from  information  received  on  the 
2oth  o( August,  heing  apprehensive  that  the  enemy's  armed 
vessels  might  get  into  the  lake,  unless  an  immediate  move- 
ment was  made  to  the  Isle-aut-Noiv,  resolved  to  proceed 
with  what  force  he  could  carry,  of  which  he  advised  Gen- 
eral Schuyler,  who  was  at  Albany,  attending  the  Indian 
treaty.  General  Schuyler,  upon  receipt  of  this,  imme- 
diately left  Albany,  and  on  the  30ili  arrived,  very  much 
indisposed,  at  Ticonderoga,  which  place  he  left  the  31st, 
after  having  given  the  proper  orders  for  bringing  up  the 
artillery,  he,  he.  On  the  4th  of  September,  General 
Schuyler  joined  General  Montgomery  at  Lk-la-Motte. 
On  that  day,  both  moved  on,  and  arrived  zl  Isle-aux- No ic. 
On  the  5lh,  General  Schuyler  drew  up  a  declaration,  which 
lie  sent  among  the  Canadia7is.  And  as  it  was  judged 
going  to  St.  John's,  weak  as  he  was,  (his  numbers  not  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand,)  might  have  a  good  effect  on  the 
Canadians,  and  encourage  them  to  join,  he  resolved  upon 
the  measure,  and  accordingly,  early  on  the  6th,  embaiked, 
and,  without  any  obstruction,  proceeded  towards  St.  John's. 
\Vhen  he  arrived  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  at  the 
distance  of  about  two  miles,  the  enemy  began  to  fire  from 
their  fortress,  but  without  doing  any  damage  ;  he  approached 
half  a  mile  nearer,  and  then  landed,  without  opposition,  in 
a  close  deep  swamp.  After  being  formed,  his  Army  marched 
in  the  best  order  they  could,  in  grounds  marshy  and  covered 
with  woods,  in  order  to  approach  and  reconnoitre  the  for- 
tresses. Major  Hobby  and  Captain  3h:ad,  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Forces,  being  on  the  left,  and  a  little  advanced,  were 
attacked,  in  crossing  a  creek,  by  a  party  of  Indiatis,  from 
whom  they  received  a  heavy  fire  ;  but  our  Troops  gallant- 
ly pressing  on  them,  they  soon  gave  way,  and  left  us  the 
ground.  In  this  rencounter  we  lost  a  Sergeant,  a  Corporal, 
and  three  Privates  killed,  one  missing,  and  eight  wounded, 
t!iree  of  whom  are  since  dead.  Besides  these,  ISIajor 
Hobby  was  shot  through  the  thigh,  but  not  dangerously  ; 
and  Captain  Mead  received  a  slight  wound  through  the 
shoulder,  as  did  Lieutenant  Brown  in  the  hand.  The  sur- 
viving wounded  are  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery.  iSigbt  now 
coming  on,  our  Generals  drew  their  men  together,  and  cast 
up  a  small  intrenchment  to  defend  themselves,  in  case  of 
an  attack  in  the  night.  In  the  evening.  General  Schuyler 
received  certain  intelligence  that  the  enemy's  fortifications 
were  complete,  and  plentifully  furnished  with  cannon  ;  that 
one  of  their  vessels  was  launched,  and  would  be  ready  to 
sail  in  three  or  four  days,  and  is  to  carry  sixteen  guns. 
He  also  learned,  that  in  the  afternoon's  engagement  five 
Indians  were  killed,  and  four  badly  wounded,  besides 
several  others,  the  condition  of  whoso  wounds  was  not 
known;  and  that  Captain  Tyct,  o(  Johnstown,  was  wound- 
ed in  the  belly. 

On  the  7th,  in  the  morning,  (having  been  undisturbed 
through  the  night,  excepting  by  a  few  shells,  which  did  no 
other  damage  than  slightly  wounding  Lieutenant  Mills,)  it 
was  thought  most  advisable  to  return  to  ihe  Islc-aiuv-JSoiv, 
throw  a  boom  across  the  channel,  erect  the  proper  works 
for  its  defence,  and  to  prevent  the  enemy's  vessels  from 
entering  the  lake. 

Upon  this.  General  Schuyler  ordered  the  Troops  to 
embark,  and  he  returned  to  the  Isle-auv-Noiv  without  any 
molestation;  where,  when  the  express  came  away,  be  was 
erecting  proper  works  to  secure  the  entrance  into  the  lake, 
and  to  be  in  readiness  on  the  arrival  of  further  re-enfoice- 
inents,  which  were  expected,  to  take  the  advantage  of  any 
events  that  may  happen  in  Canada. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  QVEEECK  TO  PHILADELPHIA, 
DATED  SEPTEMBER  16,  1775. 

The  17th  instant,  at  the  request  of  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernour,  the  British  and  Canadiari  inhabitants  assembled  on 
the  parade;  the  latter  were  formed  into  eleven  Companies, 
the  former  into  six.  The  British  and  Canadian  Militia 
for  this  place  will  consist  of  about  eleven  hundred  men, 
many  of  whom  neglect  and  others  think  the  duty  hard, 
and  the  greater  part  are  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of 
Government,  as  every  day  convinces  them  that  they  are 
deceived.  The  snow  Fell,  of  IVhitbay,  is  taken  into  Gov- 
ernment service,  to  be  commanded  by  Captain  Napier — il 
is  said  she  is  to  carry  eighteen  six  and  nine  pounders ;  the 
ship  Charlotte,  belonging  to  Mr.  Roach,  o{  Rhodc-Islaiid ; 
likewise,  a  sloop  and  schooner,  of  this  place — cannot  inform 
you  what  force  they  will  carry ;  they  have  also  a  small 
vessel,  that  is  sent  express  to  Boston.  Our  militia  mount 
guard  from  nine  to  nine  in  the  morning;  as  yet,  they  have 
not  received  any  ammunition,  except  four  rounds  in  the 
evening,  which  gives  reason  to  believe  that  Government  is 
afraid  to  trust  them  with  a  larger  quantity.  The  publick 
in  general  are  dissatisfied  with  Government,  for  not  letting 
them  know  the  true  state  of  the  Province,  which  may  be 
supposed  much  worse  than  it  is  represented,  from  the 
Governour's  ordering  his  lady  to  England ;  she  has  taken 
her  passage  in  the  shij)  Lydia,  Captain  Deane,  who  is  to 
sail  on  Friday  next.  There  are  many  other  ladies  who 
are  preparing  to  leave  the  Province ;  likewise,  some  men, 
who  are  conscious  that  their  conduct  does  not  deserve  civil 
treatment  from  the  Provincials,  should  they  come  into  the 
Province.  It  is  currently  reported  here,  that  Mr.  Living- 
ston and  Jerry  Dugan  had  raised  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Canadians,  the  former  with  the  title  of  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
the  latter  with  that  of  Major,  who  were  near  taking  Lord 
Pitt  and  General  Carleton  on  the  river  Chambly.  Gov- 
ernment reports,  that  on  General  Carleton's  publishing  a 
pardon  for  those  tliat  should  come  in  at  a  certain  time, 
that  a  greater  part  of  them  had  abandoned  their  officers. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  COOKE. 

Cambridge,  September  18,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  favours  of  the  9th,  14th,  and  loth  inst.,  have 
been  duly  received.  The  readiness  of  the  Committee  to 
co-operate  with  me  in  procuring  the  most  aulhentick  intelli- 
gence, and  despatching  Captain  Whipple  for  this  purpose, 
is  peculiarly  satisfactory,  and  I  flatter  myself  will  be  at- 
tended not  only  with  success,  but  the  happiest  consequen- 
ces to  the  publick  cause.  I  should  immediately  have  sent 
you  notice  of  the  paragra))h  in  the  Philadelphia  papei-s, 
which  is  all  the  accounts  1  have  of  the  taking  the  powder 
at  Bermuda,  but  1  supposed  it  must  have  come  to  your 
hands  before  it  reached  ours.  1  am  inclined  to  think  it 
sufficient  to  suspend  Captain  Whipple's  voyage,  at  least 
till  further  intelligence  is  procured  from  Pliiladelphia ;  as 
it  is  scarce  supposable  those  vessels  would  leave  any  quan- 
tity behind  worth  the  risk  and  expense  of  such  a  voyage. 
As  this  enterprise  will  therefore  be  most  probably  laid 
aside  for  the  present,  it  may  be  proper  for  Captain  Whip- 
ple to  keep  bis  station  a  few  days  longer  for  the  Packet. 
It  must  be  renieinhcred  they  generally  have  long  passages, 
and  we  are  very  sure  she  has  not  yet  arrived  at  Boston, 
nor  do  I  find  she  is  expected  there.  The  voyage  to 
Bayonne  is  what  I  should  appnove  and  recommend.  The 
jierson  sent  to  Governour  Trumbull  has  not  yet  called 
upon  me,  but  the  scheme  appears  so  feasible  that  I  should 
he  glad  to  see  it  executed.  At  the  same  time  I  must  add 
that  I  am  in  some  doubt  as  to  the  extent  of  my  powers  to 
appro|)riate  the  publick  moneys  here  to  this  purpose.  I 
could  wish  you  would  communicate  it  to  the  Congress,  for 
which  you  will  have  sufficient  time,  and  I  make  no  doubt 
of  their  concurrence.  In  fact,  the  state  of  our  treasury 
here  at  present  is  so  low  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to 
be  of  any  service  to  the  expedition,  if  all  other  objections 
were  obviated.  We  have  no  news,  either  in  the  camp  or 
from  Boston,  except  a  piece  of  intelligence  from  the  lat- 
ter, that  the  enemy  are  pulling  down  the  south  end  of  the 
Town  in  order  to  continue  a  work  across  from  river  to 
river. 

Your  cheerful  concurrence  with  me  in  publick  mea- 
sures, and  zeal  for  the  service,  call  for  ray  best  thanks. 
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You  will  please  to  accept  them,  and  believe  me  to  be, 
with  much  truth  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
George  Washington. 

P.  S.  No  southern  mail  arriving  last  Saturday,  we  are 
apprehensive  it  has  again  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands. 
I  fit  was  not  attended  with  too  much  trouble,  should  be  glad 
you  would  cause  inquiry  to  be  made.  If  by  any  accident 
die  letters  are  at  FroviJcnce,  you  will  please  to  forward 
them  by  express.  


MEETING  or  COMMITTEE  OF   INSPECTION  FOR  CUMBERLAND 
ETC.,   MASSACHL'SETTS. 

The  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  Towns  of  Cum- 
berland, Wrentham,  Medway,  Bellingham,  Hopkinton, 
HoUiston,  Mcndon,  Uibridge,  and  ipton,  convened  at 
said  Bdlingham,  the  18th  of  Septtmber,  1775.  Said 
Committees,  being  so  convened,  received  an  information 
against  Captain  Edward  Clark,  of  Rutland,  for  purchasing 
and  selling  Tea,  contrary  to  the  Association  Agreement,  in 
article  third.  This  body  of  Committees,  viewing  it  their 
indispensable  duty  to  keep  said  Association  Agreement 
inviolate,  taking  it  upon  them  to  inquire  into  (he  facts 
charged  in  said  information  ;  said  Clark  being  required  to 
appear  before  said  Committee,  accordingly  appeared,  and 
confessed  that  he  had,  since  the  first  day  of  March  last, 
bought  twenty  pounds  of  Tea  ;  that  he  had  sold  to  sundry 
persons  about  five  pounds  and  a  half  of  the  same,  had 
used  soaie,  and  the  residue  thereof  he  said  was  lodged 
with  a  certain  man,  with  intent  to  disjjose  of  it  to  two 
others,  whom  he  had  not  opportunity  to  deliver  it  to. 

Whereupon  we  unanimously  Resolve,  That  said  Clark's 
conduct  abovementioned  is  in  direct  violation  of  said  Asso- 
ciation Agreement ;  and  that  the  said  Clark  is  an  enemy  to 
American  liberty,  and  ought  to  be  treated  as  such.  And 
that  it  be  recommended  to  all  persons  who  are  lovers  of 
their  Country,  and  friends  to  the  common  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  mankind,  to  break  off  all  kind  of  dealings  with 
him ;  and  that  this  be  published  in  the  Gazette. 

Aaron  Phips,  Chairman. 
Nathan  Tyler,  Clerk. 


addresses  from  KINGSTON  t;P0N  HULL. 

Addresses  presented  to  His  Majesty,  by  Robert  Man- 
ners, Esq.,  his  father,  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Robert 
Manners,  one  of  the  Representatives  in  Parliament  for  the 
Town  of  Kingston  upon  Hull,  having  been  prevented  by 
illness  from  presenting  them. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty : 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  and  Alder- 
men of  (he  Town  o/ Kingston  upon  Hull,  in  Common 
Council  assembled. 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutifid  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Mayor,  Recorder,  and  Aldermen  of  the  Town  of  King- 
ston upon  Hull,  deeply  im|)ressed  with  a  sense  of  those 
royal  virtues  which  have  happily  distinguished  your  reign, 
and  are  the  great  support  of  our  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ties, beg  leave  to  approach  your  throne,  and  to  declare  our 
abhorrence  of  the  unnatural  rebellion  which  prevails  in 
some  of  your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  North-America.  We 
have  beheld  with  that  indignation  that  becomes  good  sub- 
jects, in  those  parts  of  your  Majesty's  dominions,  an  im- 
patience of  good  order  and  Government,  seditious  assem- 
blies, traitorous  addresses  and  correspondences,  insolent 
and  daring  violations  of  private  properly  and  legal  authori- 
ty, and  at  length  an  open  and  hostile  defiance  of  the  whole 
power  of  the  British  Empire.  Crimes  of  such  magnitude, 
so  unprovoked,  so  deliberately  committed,  have  justly 
nerited  the  heaviest  punishment ;  yet  the  benignity  of 
your  i\Iajesty's  counsels  and  disposition  long  sus|)ended 
the  stroke  of  justice.  Happy  for  these  deluded  men  if  the 
delay  of  punishment  had  removed  the  cause  for  this  so 
necessary  an  exertion  of  power.  But  the  malignity  of 
their  counsels,  and  the  factious  designs  of  men  who  have 
abetted  their  cause  in  this  Country,  suppressed  in  them  all 
sentiments  of  gratitude  and  loyalty,  and  misled  them  from 
their  own  interest  and  preservation,  to  almost  inevitable 
ruin.  In  a  situation  so  distressful  to  a  siood  Prince,  we 
lament  the  necessity,  but  we  applaud  the  firmness  of  your 


resolution  to  use  vigorous  measures  in  the  support  and 
protection  of  the  laws  and  liberties  which  these  licentious 
men  have  so  unjustly  violated,  but  which  we  value  and 
enjoy. 

And  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  that 
we  will  exert  our  utmost  endeavours,  at  the  expense  of  our 
lives  and  fortunes,  to  support  your  Majesty  in  the  defence 
and  maintenance  of  our  constitutional  rights,  and  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  Crown  of  these  realms. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  this  19th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1775. 

Ralph  Darling,  Mayor,    H.  Etherington, 
R.  Reatnisse,  Recorder,    John  Pouter, 
Richard  Bell,  Joseph  Outram, 

Charles  Pool,  John  Mace, 

John  Booth,  John  Melling. 

Thomas  Mowld, 


Kingston  upon  Hull,  September  26,  1775. 

The  humble  Address  of  the   Gentlemen,   Clergy,  Mer- 
chants, and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  o/'King- 
STON  upon  Hull. 
31ost  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  the  Gentlemen, 
Clergy,  Merchants,  and  principal  Inhabitants  of  your  Town 
o(  Kingston  upon  Hull,  with  grateful  hearts  crave  leave 
to  approach  your  royal  throne  with  the  tribute  of  our  sin- 
cere and  hearty  thanks  for  the  happiness  we  have  enjoyed 
under  your  Majesty's  just  and  mild  administration,  and  at 
this  time  particularly,  for  your  paternal  care  in  the  conduct 
of  the  publick  and  national  affairs,  in  the  present  unhappy 
differences  with  the  British  Colonies  in  America.  Per- 
mit us  to  testify  our  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  the  violent 
and  unnatural  rebellion  which  those  deluded  people  have 
been  hurried  into,  by  our  and  their  enemies,  who,  under 
the  mask  of  friendship  and  zeal  for  publick  liberty,  have, 
by  malicious  calumnies  and  pernicious  insinuations,  (pro- 
pagated in  the  newspapers  and  by  various  other  means.) 
instigated  measures  tending  to  the  utter  destruction  of  all 
true  liberty,  and  all  duty  and  loyalty  to  your  jMajesty. 
But  we  hope  your  ^Majesty's  wise  and  resolute  proceedings 
against  those  your  rebellious  subjects  will  at  length  bring 
them  to  a  due  sense  of  their  duty,  and  submission  to  the 
laws  oftheir  Mother  Country,  so  that  all  differences  between 
them  and  this  nation  may  be  settled  upon  a  permanent 
foundation,  to  the  mutual  happiness  and  prosperity  of  both, 
which  we  ardently  wish.  And  w^e  beg  leave  to  assure  your 
Majesty,  that  we  (confiding  in  your  justice  and  goodness) 
shall  always  be  ready,  to  the  utmost  of  our  several  powers 
and  abilities,  to  support  your  Majesty  in  all  such  just  mea- 
sures as  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  think  fit  to  take  to  this 
desirable  end.  

To  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majesty: 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Guild  or  Brotherhood  of  Mas- 
ters   and    Pilots,    Seamen   of  the    Trinity-House    of 
Kingston  upon  Hull. 
]\lost  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Guild  or  Brotherhood  of  blasters  and  Pilots,  Seamen  of  the 
Trinity-House  of  Kingston  upon  Hull,  consider  the  many 
privileges  granted  to  our  ancient  Corporation  by  your  royal 
predecessors,  and  the  great  advantages  derived  to  us  as  a 
maritime  body,  and  to  the  Town  of  Hull,  by  your  Majes- 
ty's kind  attention  to  encourage  and  secure  the  navigation 
and  commerce  of  these  Kingdoms,  as  very  great  and  sub- 
stantial blessings. 

To  minds  thus  gratefully  inspired,  and  uninfluenced  by 
party,  nothing  can  create  deeper  concern  than  to  behold 
attempts  made  to  disturb  publick  tranquillity,  and  to  over- 
throw the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  every  thing  that  is  dear 
or  valuable. 

We  therefore  think  it  highly  incumbent  on  us,  at  a  period 
so  truly  alarming  as  the  present,  when  we  see  the  people 
in  most  of  your  Majesty's  Provinces  in  North- America, 
cherished  and  assisted  by  ill-designing  persons,  so  infatua- 
ted as  to  deny  the  legislative  authority,  and  so  daringly 
wicked  as  to  act  in  open  rebellion,  to  give  your  Majesty 
this  testimony  of  our  unfeigned  attachment  to  your  Majes- 


"31 


CORRESPOiNDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  See,  SEPTEMBER,  1775. 


732 


tv's  person  and  Government,  by  earnestly  assuring  your 
lilajesty  that  we  hold  in  tiie  utmost  abhorience  men  capa- 
ble of  such  proceedings  ;  and  that  we  think  it  our  duty,  as 
far  as  we  are  able,  to  assist  your  Majesty  in  bringing  those 
unhappy  and  deluded  people  to  a  sense  of  their  allegiance, 
and  in  carrying  into  execution  the  legislative  authority  of 
Great  Britain. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  the  twenty-third  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-five. 

Thomas  M.Fauland,  }  „.^,.^^^,^^_ 
John  Stamfohth,        ) 


PHII.ADELPHIA  COMMITTF.E. 

Coniinitteo  Cliamber,  September  19,  177'). 

Whereas  it  has  been  reported,  that  there  is  an  intention, 
formed  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  City,  of  publick- 
ly  exposing  and  punishing,  before  conviction,  certain  per- 
sons supposed  to  be  unfriendly  to  the  cause  of  liberty  : 
This  Committee,  after  strict  inquiry,  have  reason  to  believe 
said  report  to  be  altogether  groundless,  and  that  it  took  its 
rise  from  and  has  been  industriously  circulated  by  persons 
inimical  to  the  liberties  of  this  Country,  with  a  view  to 
create  jealousies  and  divisions ;  nor  have  they  reason  to 
apprehend  any  violences  or  irregularities  of  this  kind  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Liberties,  who  have  ever 
been  remarked  for  their  humanity  and  love  of  order. 

But  with  a  view  to  quiet  and  allay  such  apprehensions, 
whether  real  or  affected,  and  that  all  proceedings  against 
our  domestick  enemies  may  have  the  semblance  as  well  as 
tlie  reality  of  justice,  the  Committee  think  it  necessary  to 
declare,  in  the  following  Resolves: 

That  no  person  or  persons  ought  to  proceed  to  inflict 
punishment  on  any  one,  on  a  charge  of  suspicion  of  viola- 
ting the  Continental  Association,  or  doing  any  act  or  thing 
tending  to  weaken  and  destroy  the  Association,  which  is 
justly  regarded  as  the  best  security  and  protection  against 
the  machinations  and  attempts  of  our  ;\rmisterial  enemies. 
But  that  all  charges  and  complaints  of  such  nature  be  heard 
and  determined  by  this  Committee,  that  the  directions  of 
the  Congress  may  be  strictly  observed,  and  no  person  held 
out  to  his  fellow-citizens  as  an  object  of  indignation  and 
contempt,  without  full  and  sufficient  evidence  of  guilt,  after 
a  fair  and  impartial  examination. 

The  rights  which  all  men  are  entitled  to,  of  speaking 
their  sentiments  candidly,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  society,  they  hold  to  be  sacred,  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  inviolate.  But  when  this  privilege  is  used 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  jealousies  among  the  people,  dis- 
tracting their  counsels,  and  counteracting  their  virtuous 
exertions  against  injury  and  opiiression,  all  laws,  human 
and  divine,  justify  the  punishment  of  such  licentious- 
ness. 

'Flierefore,  Resolved,  further,  Thax,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  no  person  has  a  right  to  the  jiroiection  ol  a 
community  or  society  he  wishes  to  destroy ;  and  that  if 
any  inhabitant,  by  speeches  or  writings,  evidences  a  dispo- 
sition to  aid  and  assist  our  enemies,  or  endeavours  to 
persuade  others  to  break  the  Association,  or  by  force  or 
fraud  to  oppose  the  friends  of  liberty  and  the  Constitution, 
in  the  present  virtuous  struggle,  sucli  person,  being  duly 
convicted  tiiereof  before  the  Committee,  ought  to  be  deemed 
a  foe  to  the  rights  of  British  America,  and  unworthy  of 
those  blessings  which  it  is  hoped  will  yet  be  secured  to 
this  and  succeeding  generations,  by  the  strenuous  and 
noble  eflbrts  of  the  United  Colonies. 

In  order  to  carry  into  execution  the  General  Association, 
and  as  far  as  possible  to  prevent  any  breaches  thereof: 

Resolved,  first.  Each  Vendue  Master  shall  be  immediate- 
ly called  on  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  the  following 
elll'Ct:  That  he  will  not  receive  or  take  into  his  posses- 
sion, or  dispose  of,  by  publick  sale  or  otherwise,  any  Goods, 
Wares,  or  Merchandise,  that  he  may  have  reason  to  be- 
lie\e  have  been  imported  contrary  to  the  Association. 
That  upon  any  person's  applying  to  him  to  sell  Goods, 
if  there  should  be  the  least  reason  to  suspect  the  said  Goods 
were  imported  contrary  to  the  Association,  lie  shall  not 
dispose  of  them  until  said  person  produces  a  certificate  from 
the  Committee  of  the  City,  Town,  or  District,  from  whence 
said  Goods  were  received:  and  that  in  all   their  future 


business,  as  Vendue  Masters,  they  will  faithfully  adhere  to 
the  Association,  and  will  not,  in  anv  respect,  aid,  assist,  or 
countenance,  any  person  or  persons  who  may  attempt  an 
infraction  thereof. 

Resolved,  secondly.  That  Messrs.  Christojiher  Marshdl, 
Sen.,  Samuel  Moore,  George  Schtosser,  Timothy  Mailack, 
Joseph  if'atkins,  Jun.,  Christopher  Fechin,  Jacob  Schri- 
ner,  Thomas  Cuthbert,  Joseph  Dean,  Joseph  BUwtr,an(i 
Francis  Gurney,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  a  Committee  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  Invoices  and  Goods  that  may 
be  received  by  any  Vendue  IMaster  or  Masters,  whose 
business  it  shall  be  to  obtain  full  satisfaction  of  the  proi^er 
inqrortation  of  all  Goods  offered  for  sale  at  publick  vendue. 
And  where  there  is  any  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  Com- 
mittee, respecting  any  Goods,  the  Vendue  Master  shall  pro- 
duce the  Invoice  of  said  Goods,  signed  by  the  person 
who  sent  them  for  sale,  who  shall  be  called  on  to  prove 
their  importation  agreeable  to  the  Association.  The  said 
Committee,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  also  be  empower- 
ed to  give  certificates  to  all  persons  who  buy  Goods  at  any 
of  the  vendues  in  the  City  and  Liberties,  upon  the  vendue 
Master's  requesting  the  same. 

Thirdly,  To  the  end  that  the  above  regulations  be  duly 
attended  to.  Resolved,  Tliat  if  any  Vendue  Masters,  in 
the  City  or  Liberties,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  an  imme- 
diate and  punctual  compliance  therewith,  no  Merchant  or 
others  ought  to  send  any  Goods  for  sale  to  such  Vendue 
Master  or  Masters;  and  that  no  Shopkee|)er3  or  others 
ought  to  purchase  any  Goods,  either  by  publick  or  private 
sale,  of  such  Vendue  Masters.  And,  further,  that  the  name 
and  conduct  of  such  Vendue  Master  or  Masters  shall  be 
published  in  the  newspapers. 

Peter  Z.  Lloyd,  Scactary, 


NEW-TORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY  TO  THE    CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS. 

[Read  September  22,  1775.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New.York,  during  > 
tlio  recess  of  the  Congress,  New.York,  Sept.  19,  1775.        ^ 

Sir:  We  gratefully  acknowledge  your  favour  of  the  I6th 
current,  with  Colonel  Flemming's  commission,  and  four 
hundred  blank  commissions. 

^V'e  did  not  presume,  Sir,  to  trouble  you  with  the  mate- 
rials for  filling  up  the  commissions,  as,  by  your  letter  of  the 
27th  June,  ultimo,  you  informed  us  "that  the  subordinate 
ofilcers  were  to  be  recommended  to  the  General,  to  whom 
commissions  from  your  Congress  were  sent,  to  be  filled  up 
agreeable  to  such  recommendation." 

The  commissions  for  the  olhcers  of  the  troops  raised  in 
this  Colony  shall  be  filled  up  with  all  possible  despatch, 
agreeable  to  your  directions  and  an  arrangement  long  since 
delivered  to  General  Schuyler,  and  the  residue  of  the  com- 
missions transmitted  to  the  General,  for  the  use  of  the 
department. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
esteem.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

John  Haring,  Chairman. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock. 


NEW-YORK    CO.MMITTEE    OF    SAFETY  TO  THE    CONTINENTAL 
(  ONGRESS. 

[Read  September  22,  1775.] 

In  Commitcf  0  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New-York,  during  > 
the  rccoss  of  the  Congress,  Now-York,  Sept.  19,  1775.        I 

Gentlemen  :  This  serves  to  cover  the  copies  of  the 
different  Plans  of  Hudson  s  River,  and  the  Fortifications 
there  begun,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  the  honourable 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  an  estimate  of  the  expense, 
all  made  by  Mr.  Romans,  the  Engineer,  which  he  says  is 
computed  at  the  lowest  rates  possible,  exclusive  of  the 
expense  of  transportation,  ropes,  and  many  small  incidental 
charges,  which  cannot  well  be  estimated.  Some  of  our 
agents,  ajipointed  to  superintend  this  business,  conceive 
that  one  thousand  five  hundred  Pounds  will  be  necessary 
for  incidental  charges,  gun  carriages,  &c.,  besides  cannon, 
which  we  hope  may  be  supplied  without  purchase. 

General  fl'ooster  is  at  Harlem,  with  about  four  hundred 
men,  which  appear  to  us  to  be  unemployed.    In  obedience 
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to  the  order  of  tlie  honourable  Continental  Congress  of  the 
16th  June  last,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  request  him  to 
send  one  full  Company  of  his  men  up  to  assist  in  erecting 
the  (brtifications,  hoping  thereby  to  save  a  great  expense 
in  labour.  The  General  declines  sending  any  of  his  troops 
on  that  service,  unless  he  has  a  further  order  from  your 
honourable  House.  We  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  you 
copies  of  the  correspondence  between  General  Jlooslcr 
and  us,  on  that  subject,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer. 
The  Congress  will,  in  their  wisdom,  direct  what  is  best  to 
the  general  cause,  and  wo  will  exert  ourselves  to  follow 
tlieir  directions. 

VVc  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
esteem,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants. 

By  order:  John  Hauing,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress. 

Copy  o/B.  RoMANs's  Estimates  and  Kipenscs  of  erect ini^ 
(he  Forti./irations  of  Hudson's  River,  in  the  Jligh- 
hnuls,  in  the  Colony  o/"Ni:w-Yoiik. 

.NV'w-Yurk,  Sq.tcmlier  18,  177.".. 
These  works  rc(juire  : 

•2,400  perches  of  stone  wall,  each  perch  containing  IGJ 
feet  in  length,  18  inches  high,  by  12  wide,  at  5s.  (I*/.  |)er 
perch,  £(i60.  '2^  bushels  of  lime  are  taken  up  by  cucli 
perch,  4,000  bushels,  at  Gd.  per  bushel,  £100. 

1,000  pieces  ranging  timber,  lb  feet  long,  12  inches 
square,  for  five  block-houses,  and  for  the  morlins  of  the 
battery,  &,c.  These  contain  210,000  sui)er(icial  feet,  at 
65.  per  himdred,  (price  at  Windxor  l^anding,)  £()  18. 

1,500  two-inch  plank,  for  platforms  of  the  bailery  and 
floors  of  the  block-houses — 400  of  24  feet  long,  10  inches 
wide  ;  1,200  of  20  feet  long,  10  inches  wide — 1!),600  feet, 
say  50,000  feet,  (at  Jl'indsor  Landing,)  at  Gn.  per  hundred, 
£150. 

1,200  beams  and  sleepers,  for  bluek-liouscs  and  plat- 
forms, of  dillerciit  lengths,  from  8  to  24  feet  long,  9  inches 
by  3,  supposed  to  contain  50,000  feet,  (at  ll'indsor  Land- 
ing,) at  6s.  per  hundred,  £150. 

3,200  for  each,  make  16,000  shingles  for  five  block- 
houses, at  £5  per  thousand,  £80. 

140  lathes,  of  14  feet  long,  for  eacli,  make  700  lalhes, 
of  2i  inches  by  l.j,  for  the  roofs  of  live  block-houses,  at 
£1.5" 

8  rafters  of  16  feet  long,  8  rafters  of  10  feet  long,  make 
160  rafters  for  the  block-houses,  their  mean  measuic  bi'ing 
6  inches  by  3,  3,120  feet,  at  Gs.  per  hundred,  (at  liindiior 
Landing,)  £9  7s.,  say  £10. 

2,000  fascines,  for  levelling,  he,  will  cost  about  £25. 
4,000  pickets,  to  picket  them,  out  of  about  1,000  lathes, 
£20. 

500  tompions,  for  loopholes,  about  £2. 
40  ports,  5  windows,  and  6  doors,  for  block-houses  and 
magazines,  and  a  gate,  he,  for  the  citadel,  about  £30. 

6,400  broad-headed  spikes,  for  the  gate  and  wicket,  and 
block-house  doors  and  windows,  10  to  all,  of  iron,  make 
640  pounds;  14  bolts  of  10  pounds  each,  140  pounds; 
5  bolts  of  4  pounds  each,  20  jiounds ;  26  hinges,  on  an 
average,  250  pounds ;  50  iron  hoo|)s,  for  swivels,  about 
200  pounds;  small  iron  work,  about  200  pounds — in  all, 
1,4.jO  pounds,  say  15  cwt.  wrought  iron,  at  Is.  per  pound, 
£75. 

Broad-headed  cop[)er  nails  for  magazine  door,  .360,  10 
to  a  pound,  36  pounds  ;  copper  hinges  and  bolts,  30 
pounds ;  two  copper  circles,  or  busses,  for  vessels,  20 
pounds — about  80  pounds  wrought  copper,  at  3s.  Gd.  per 
pound,  £14. 

5  ordinary  locks,  £2;  1  large  lock,  £1 ;  1  co|)per  lock, 
£1;  about  1,000  pounds  nails,  £10;  5,000  trundles, 
£25. 

Necessary  tools — 0  stone  mauls,  20  pick  hammers,  20 
pick  axes,  50  hand  bill  hooks,  50  axes  and  hatchets,  50 
epades,  40  mallets,  300  sand  bags  of  crocus,  50  hand  bai- 
rows — about  £150. 

For  the  barracks,  SO  by  20  feet :  2  sills,  4  by  5  inches, 
80  feet  long,  270  feet ;  2  jdates,  4  by  6  inches,  80  feet 
long,  320  feet ;  25  beams,  4  by  0  inches,  20  feet  long, 
1,000  feet;  50  posts,  4  by  6  inches,  8  feet  long,  800  feet; 
50  rafters, 4  by  4  inches,  13  feet  long,  870  feet;  20  joists, 


4  by  4  inches,  14  feet  long,  360  feet ;  25  sleepers,  4  by  6 
inches,  20  feet  long,  1,000  feet— in  all,  4,620  feet,  at  6.f. 
per  hundred,  £14. 

5,000  shingles,  at  £5  per  thousand,  £25. 

250  lathes,  14  feet,  about  £5. 

500  inch  boards,  14  feet,  at  lOrf.  per  liundred,  £20. 

200  inch  and  a  half  boards,  14  feet.  Is.  3d.  per  hun- 
dred, £21  10s. 

400  pounds  nails,  at  10(/.  per  pound,  £16  13s.  4</. 

2  double  stacks  chimneys,  of  brick,  £20. 

Store-houses  and  guard-room,  60  by  20  feet:  2  sills, 
4  by  6  inches,  60  feet  long,  240  feet ;  2  plates,  4  by  8 
inches,  60  feet  long,  320  feet ;  20  beams,  4  by  6  inches, 
20  feet  long,  800  feet ;  40  posts,  4  by  6  inches,  9  feet 
long,  720  feet;  40  rafters,  4  by  4  inches,  15  feet  long, 
800  feet ;  15  joists,  4  by  4  inches,  14  feet  long,  280  feet ; 
20  sleepers,  8  by  3  inches,  20  feet  long,  280  feet — in  all, 
3,440  feet,  at  Gs.  per  hundred,  £10  16s. 

4,000  shingles,  at  £5  per  thousand,  £20;  200  lathes, 
.£4  10s. ;  375  inch  boards,  £15;  300  pounds  nails,  £11 
5s. ;  a  stack  of  chinuieys,  £10 — in  all,  £84  Is. 

Labour  of  and  provisions  for  150  men  four  months,  26 
days  to  the  month,  at  an  average  of  3s.  per  day,  ,C2,25l). 

Entire  cost,  £4,645  4s.  4*/. 

Five  iron  stoves,  for  the  block-houses. 

The  above  is  exclusive  of  ropes,  he,  to  raise  the  guns, 
transport  of  stoves,  and  such  tools  as  may  be  made  by  tho 
blacksmiths  on  the  spot,  besides  other  small  iuciiienial 
charges.  B.  Romans. 

N.  B.  It  is  most  prolinble  that  -uivel  guns  cannot  bo 
procured  otherwise  than  li\    piuchase. 

Correspondencewilh  Britnidicr-di  neral  A\'o(ivti:h,  d/t  the 

subject  of  sending  some  Troops  to  ihc  Fvrii licalioiis  11:1, 

the  Uii^'hlands. 

In  c'..ii...,i,jw„"  11;,  1-:,. 

7?cso/cff/,  That  the  Provincial  Conveniioii  of  \ew-  Vorl; 
bo  desired  immediately  to  apply  to  (io\ernour  Trumbull  to 
order  the  Connecticut  Troo|is,  now  stationed  at  Greenwich, 
Stiuiiford,  and  places  adjacent,  to  march  towards  jVcw- 
York ;  and  that  |)artof  them  occupy  posts  upon  the  island, 
as  the  said  Provincial  ('onvenlion  shall  judge  best  adapted, 
to  prevent  the  communication  between  the  town  and  coun- 
try from  being  cut  ofl";  the  remainder  of  the  Troops  to  ho 
employed  in  securing  the  navigation  of  Hudson'' s  River,  liy 
erecting  Batteries  at  such  places  as  the  said  Convention 
shall  judge  most  |)roper  to  answer  that  purpose. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes: 

Chaklks  Thomson,  Secretary. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy,  signed  by  Charles  Thomson, 
Esij.,  now  filed  aiuong  the  proeeediu'js  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  at  jVcic-  Yorlc.    l'".xaniincd  by 

John  McKksson,  SicreKiry. 

In  Coimnittoo  of  Safoty,  tlui-infj  tliu  recess  of  tlio  I'roviiicial  ( 
Coii^rrcss,  New-York,  Sc-ptcnibcr  i:t,  1775.       ( 

Ordered,  That  General  Wooster  be  directed  to  order  a 
full  Comjjany,  of  the  Troops  under  his  connnand,  to  jiro- 
ceed  to  the  Fortifications  erecting  on  the  hMAsoi  Hudson's 
River,  in  the  Highlands,  to  be  there  employed  in  creeling 
and  guarding  the  same,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
agents  appointed  lor  that  purjioso  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress at  New-  York. 

A  true  copy  I'rom  the  Minutes: 

John  McKesson,  Secretary. 

N.  B.  Ja/nes  licckman  and  Gilbert  Livingston,  Esquires, 
two  INlembers  of  the  Connuittee  of  Safety,  wailed  person- 
ally on  Gen.  ICooster  with  a  certified  co]>_\of  the  above. 

Camp  at  Ilarlcm,  S.-ptciiiljer  15,  177.). 

Sir:  I  have  before  me  the  order  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  the  13th  instant,  directing  me  to  order  a  full  Com- 
pany, of  the  Troops  under  my  command,  to  proceed  to  the 
fortifications  erecting  on  the  banks  of  Hudson's  River,  in 
the  Highlands,  to  be  employed  there  in  erecting  and  guard- 
ing the  same,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  liie  Continental 
Congress,  &:c. 
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tv's  person  and  Government,  by  earnestly  assuring  your 
lilajeslv  that  we  liold  in  tiie  utmost  abhorrence  men  capa- 
ble of  such  proceedings  ;  and  that  we  tliink  it  our  duty,  as 
far  as  we  are  able,  to  assist  your  Majesty  in  bringing  those 
unhappy  and  deluded  people  to  a  sense  of  their  allegiance, 
and  in  carrying  into  execution  the  legislative  authority  of 
Great  Britain. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  the  twenty-third  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hunilred  and  seventy-five. 

Thomas  McFaulam,,  J  ^,._^.^/^^^^ 
John  Stanifouth,        ) 


PHILADELPHIA  COMMITTF.F,. 

Committco  Cliamber,  Sciitember  VJ,  177"). 
Whereas  it  has  been  reported,  that  there  is  an  intention, 
foruicd  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  City,  of  publick- 
ly  exposing  and  punishing,  before  conviction,  certain  per- 
sons supposed  to  be  unfriendly  to  the  cause  of  liberty  : 
This  Committee,  after  strict  inquiry,  have  reason  to  believe 
said  report  to  be  altogether  groundless,  and  that  it  look  its 
rise  from  and  lias  been  industriously  circulated  by  persons 
inimical  to  the  liberties  of  this  Country,  with  a  view  to 
create  jealousies  and  divisions ;  nor  have  they  reason  to 
apprehend  any  violences  or  irregularities  of  this  kind  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Liberties,  who  have  ever 
been  remarked  for  their  humanity  and  love  of  order. 

But  with  a  view  to  quiet  and  allay  such  apprehensions, 
whether  real  or  affected,  and  that  all  proceedings  against 
om  domestick  enemies  may  have  the  semblance  as  well  as 
the  reality  of  justice,  the  Committee  think  it  necessary  to 
declare,  in  the  following  Resolves: 

That  no  person  or  persons  ought  to  proceed  to  inflict 
punishment  on  any  one,  on  a  charge  of  suspicion  ol  viola- 
ting the  Continental  Association,  or  doing  any  act  or  thing 
tending  to  w^eaken  and  destroy  the  Association,  which  is 
justly  regarded  as  the  best  security  and  protection  against 
the  machinations  and  attempts  of  our  IMinisterial  enemies. 
But  that  all  charges  and  complaints  of  such  nature  be  heard 
and  determined  by  this  Committee,  that  the  directions  of 
the  Congress  may  be  strictly  observed,  and  no  person  held 
cut  to  his  fellow-citizens  as  an  object  of  indignation  and 
contempt,  without  full  and  sudicient  evidence  of  guilt,  after 
a  fair  and  impartial  examination. 

The  rights  which  all  men  are  entitled  to,  of  speaking 
their  sentiments  candidly,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  society,  they  hold  to  be  sacred,  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  inviolate.  But  when  this  privilege  is  used 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  jealousies  among  the  people,  dis- 
tracting their  counsels,  and  counteracting  their  virtuous 
exertions  against  injury  and  oppression,  all  laws,  human 
and  divine,  justify  the  punishment  of  such  licentious- 
ness. 

Tlierefore,  Resolved,  further,  That,  in  the  ojiinion  of  the 
Committee,  no  person  has  a  right  to  the  ]irotcction  of  a 
community  or  society  he  wishes  to  destroy  ;  and  that  if 
any  inhabitant,  by  speeches  or  writings,  evidences  a  dispo- 
sition to  aid  and  assist  our  enemies,  or  endeavours  to 
persuade  others  to  break  the  Association,  or  by  force  or 
fraud  to  oppose  the  friends  of  liberty  and  the  Constitution, 
in  the  present  virtuous  struggle,  such  person,  being  duly 
convicted  thereof  before  the  Committee,  ought  to  be  deemed 
a  foe  to  the  rights  of  British  America,  and  unworthy  of 
those  blessings  which  it  is  hoped  will  yet  be  secured  to 
this  and  succeeding  generations,  by  tiie  strenuous  and 
noble  efforts  of  the  United  Colonies. 

In  order  to  carry  into  execution  the  General  Association, 
and  as  far  as  possible  to  prevent  any  breaches  thereof: 

Resolved,  first.  Each  Vendue  Master  shall  be  immediate- 
ly called  on  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  the  following 
effect:  That  he  will  not  receive  or  take  into  his  posses- 
sion, or  dispose  of,  by  publick  sale  or  otherwise,  any  Goods, 
Wares,  or  Merchandise,  that  ho  may  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve have  been  imported  contrary  to  the  Association. 
That  upon  any  person's  applying  to  him  to  sell  Goods, 
if  there  should  be  the  least  reason  to  suspect  the  said  Goods 
were  imported  contrary  to  the  Association,  he  shall  not 
dispose  of  them  until  said  person  produces  a  certificate  from 
the  Committee  of  the  City,  Town,  or  District,  from  whence 
said  Goods  were  received  j   and  that  in  all  their  future 


business,  as  Vendue  Masters,  they  will  faithfully  adhere  to 
the  Association,  and  will  not,  in  any  respect,  aid,  assist,  or 
countenance,  any  person  or  persons  who  may  attempt  an 
infraction  thereof. 

Resolved,  secondly,  That  Messrs.  Christopher  Marshall, 
Sen.,  Samuel  Moore,  George  Schlosscr,  Timothy  Matlack, 
Joseph  Jl'atkins,  Jun.,  Christopher  Ptchin,  Jacob  Schri- 
ncr,  Thomas  Cuthbert,  Joseph  Dean,  Joseph  Blewtr,anii 
Francis  Gurney,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  a  Committee  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  Invoices  and  Goods  that  may 
be  received  by  any  Vendue  ^Master  or  blasters,  whose 
business  it  shall  be  to  obtain  full  satisfaction  of  the  pro|5er 
importation  of  all  Goods  offered  for  sale  at  publick  vendue. 
And  where  there  is  any  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  Com- 
mittee, respecting  any  Goods,  the  Vendue  Master  shall  pro- 
duce the  Invoice  of  said  Goods,  signed  by  the  person 
who  sent  them  for  sale,  who  shall  be  called  on  to  prove 
their  importation  agreeable  to  the  Association.  The  said 
Committee,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  also  be  empower- 
ed to  give  certificates  to  all  persons  who  buy  Goods  at  any 
of  the  vendues  in  the  City  and  Liberties,  upon  the  vendue 
Master's  requesting  the  same. 

Thirdly,  To  the  end  that  the  above  regulations  be  duly 
attended  to.  Resolved,  That  if  any  Vendue  Masters,  in 
the  City  or  Liberties,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  an  imme- 
diate and  punctual  compliance  therewith,  no  iMerchant  or 
others  ought  to  send  any  Goods  for  sale  to  such  Vendue 
Master  or  Masters;  and  that  no  Shopkeepers  or  others 
ought  to  purchase  any  Goods,  either  by  publick  or  private 
sale,  of  such  Vendue  Masters.  And,  furtl)er,  that  the  name 
and  conduct  of  such  Vendue  Master  or  Masters  shall  be 
published  in  the  newspapers. 

Peter  Z.  Lloyd,  Secretary, 


NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY  TO  THE    CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS. 

[Read  September  22,  1775.] 

In  rommittcc  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New.York,  during  ) 
llio  recess  of  tlie  Congres.s,  Xcw-York,  Sept.  19,  1775.        ^ 

Sir:  We  gratefully  acknowledge  your  favour  of  the  I6tli 
current,  with  Colonel  Flcmming's  commission,  and  four 
hundred  blank  commissions. 

^Ve  did  not  presume.  Sir,  to  trouble  you  with  the  mate- 
rials for  filling  up  the  commissions,  as,  by  your  letter  of  the 
i27th  June,  ultimo,  you  informed  us  "  that  the  subordinate 
ollicers  were  to  be  recommended  to  the  General,  to  whom 
commissions  from  your  Congress  were  sent,  to  be  filled  up 
agreeable  to  such  recommendation." 

The  commissions  for  the  oflicers  of  the  troops  raised  in 
this  Colony  shall  be  filled  up  with  all  possible  despatch, 
agreeable  to  your  directions  and  an  arrangement  long  since 
delivered  to  General  Schuyler,  and  the  rcsitiue  of  the  com- 
missions transmitted  to  tiic  General,  for  the  use  of  the 
department. 

We  have  the  honour  to  he,  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
esteem.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

John  Uaring,  Chairman. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Iluncoch. 


NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY  TO  THE    CONTINENTAL 

CONCntESS. 

(Read  September  23,  1775.] 

In  Coinmitoro  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New-York,  during  ) 
tlio  rcc,;ss  of  tlic  Congres.s  New.York,  Sept.  19,  1775.        I 

Gentlemen  :  This  serves  to  cover  the  copies  of  the 
different  Plans  of  Hudson's  River,  and  the  Fortifications 
there  begun,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  the  honourable 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  an  estimate  of  the  expense, 
all  made  by  Mr.  Romans,  the  Engineer,  which  he  says  is 
computed  at  the  lowest  rates  possible,  exclusive  of  the 
expense  of  transportation,  ropes,  and  many  small  incidental 
charges,  which  cannot  well  be  estimated.  Some  of  our 
agents,  appointed  to  superintend  this  business,  conceive 
that  one  tiiousand  five  hundred  Pounds  will  be  necessary 
for  incidental  charges,  gun  carriages,  k.c.,  besides  cannon, 
which  we  hope  may  be  sup|)lied  without  purchase. 

General  Jl'ooster  is  at  Harlem,  with  about  four  hundred 
men,  which  appear  to  us  to  be  unemployed.    In  obedience 
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to  the  order  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  of  the 
16th  June  last,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  request  him  to 
send  one  full  Company  of  his  men  up  to  assist  in  erecting 
the  foitiQcations,  iioping  thereby  to  save  a  great  expense 
in  labour.  The  General  declines  sending  any  of  his  troops 
oil  that  service,  unless  he  has  a  further  order  from  your 
honourable  House.  AVe  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  you 
copies  of  the  correspondence  between  General  fl'oostcr 
and  us,  on  that  subject,  to  wiiich  we  beg  leave  to  refer. 
The  Congress  will,  in  their  wisdom,  direct  what  is  best  to 
the  general  cause,  and  we  will  exert  ourselves  to  follow 
their  directions. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
esteem,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants. 

By  order;  Joun  Harinc,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  and  jMembers  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress. 

Copy  o/'B.  RojiANs's  Estimates  and  Hipenses  of  erecting 
the  Fortifications  of  Hudson's  River,  in  the  High- 
lands, in  the  Colony  o/ New- York. 

Non-.York,  September  18,  177.-). 

These  works  require ; 

2,400  perches  of  stone  wall,  each  perch  containing  16J 
feet  in  length,  18  inches  high,  by  12  wide,  at  5s.  G(/.  per 
perch,  £Ci60.  2J  bushels  of  lime  are  taken  up  by  each 
perch,  4,000  bushels,  at  Gd.  per  bushel,  £100. 

1,000  pieces  ranging  timber,  IS  feet  long,  12  inches 
square,  for  five  block-houses,  and  for  the  morlins  of  the 
battery,  &.c.  These  contain  216,000  superficial  feet,  at 
6s.  per  hundred,  (price  at  ff'indsor  Landing,)  £648. 

1,500  two-inch  plank,  for  platforms  of  the  battery  and 
floors  of  the  block-houses — 400  of  24  feet  long,  10  inches 
wide  ;  1,200  of  20  feet  long,  10  inches  wide — 19,600  feet, 
say  .50,000  feet,  (at  Jl'indsor  Landing,)  at  6s.  per  hundred, 
£150. 

1,200  beams  and  sleepers,  for  block-houses  and  plat- 
forms, of  different  lengths,  from  8  to  24  feet  long,  9  inches 
by  3,  supposed  to  contain  50,000  feet,  (at  //in(/so;- Land- 
ing,) at  iis.  per  hundred,  £150. 

3,200  for  each,  make  16,000  shingles  for  five  block- 
houses, at  £5  per  thousand,  £80. 

140  lathes,  of  14  feet  long,  for  each,  make  700  lathes, 
of  2i  inches  by  1^,  for  the  roofs  of  five  block-houses,  at 
£15' 

8  rafters  of  16  feet  long,  8  rafters  of  10  feet  long,  make 
160  rafters  for  the  block-houses,  their  mean  measure  being 
6  inches  by  3,  3,120  feet,  at  6s.  per  hundred,  (at  Jl'indsor 
Landing,)  £9  Is.,  say  £10. 

2,000  fascines,  for  levelling,  fcc,  will  cost  about  £25. 
4,000  pickets,  to  picket  them,  out  of  about  1,000  lathes, 
£20. 

500  tompions,  for  loopholes,  about  £2. 
40  ports,  .5  windows,  and  6  doors,  for  block-houses  and 
magazines,  and  a  gate,  he,  for  the  citadel,  about  £30. 

6,400  broad-headed  spikes,  for  the  gate  and  wicket,  and 
block-house  doors  and  windows,  10  to  all,  of  iron,  make 
640  pounds;  14  bolts  of  10  pounds  each,  140  pounds; 
5  bolls  of  4  pounds  each,  20  pounds ;  26  hinges,  on  an 
average,  250  pounds  ;  50  iron  hoops,  for  swivels,  about 
200  pounds ;  small  iron  work,  about  200  pounds — in  all, 
1,450  pounds,  say  15  cwt.  wrouf'lit  iron,  at  \s.  per  pound, 
£75. 

Broad-headed  copper  nails  for  magazine  door,  360,  10 
to  a  pound,  36  pounds  :  copper  hinges  and  bolts,  30 
pounds ;  two  copper  circles,  or  busses,  for  vessels,  20 
pounds — about  80  pounds  wrought  copper,  at  3s.  6d.  per 
pound,  £14. 

5  ordinary  locks,  £2;  1  large  lock,  £1;  1  copper  lock, 
£l;  about  1,000  pounds  nails,  £40;  5,000  trundles, 
£25. 

Necessary  tools — 6  stone  mauls,  20  pick  hammers,  20 
pick  axes,  50  hand  bill  hooks,  50  axes  and  hatchets,  50 
spades,  40  mallets,  300  sand  bags  of  crocus,  50  hand  bar- 
rows— about  £150. 

For  the  barracks,  SO  by  20  feet :  2  sills,  4  by  5  inches, 
SO  feet  long,  270  feet ;  2  plates,  4  by  6  inches,  80  feet 
long,  320  feet ;  25  beams,  4  by  6  inches,  20  feet  long, 
1,000  feet;  50  posts,  4  by  6  inches,  8  feet  long,  800  feet; 
50  rafters, 4  by  4  inches,  13  feet  long,  870  feet;  20  joists, 


4  by  4  inches,  14  feet  long,  360  feet ;  25  sleepers,  4  by  6 
inches,  20  feet  long,  1,000  feet— in  all,  4,620  feet,  at  6.?. 
per  hundred,  £14. 

5,000  shingles,  at  £5  per  thousand,  £25. 

250  lathes,  14  feet,  about  £5. 

500  inch  boards,  14  feet,  at  10(Z.  per  hundred,  £20. 

200  inch  and  a  half  boards,  14  feet.  Is.  '3d.  per  hun- 
dred, £21  10s. 

400  pounds  nails,  at  10(/.  per  pound,  £16  13s.  4d. 

2  double  stacks  chimneys,  of  brick,  £20. 

Store-houses  and  guard-room,  60  by  20  feet :  2  sills, 
4  by  6  inches,  60  feet  long,  240  feet ;  2  plates,  4  by  8 
inches,  60  feet  long,  320  feet ;  20  beams,  4  by  6  inches, 
20  feet  long,  800  feet ;  40  posts,  4  by  6  inches,  9  feet 
long,  720  feet;  40  rafters,  4  by  4  inches,  15  feet  long, 
800  feet;  15  joists,  4  by  4  inches,  14  feet  long,  280  feet"; 
20  sleepers,  8  by  3  inches,  20  feet  long,  280  feet — in  all, 
3,440  feet,  at  6s.  per  hundred,  £10  16s. 

4,000  shingles,  at  £5  per  thousand,  £20;  200  lathes, 
£4  10s. ;  375  inch  boards,  £15;  300  pounds  nails,  £l  I 
5s. ;  a  stack  of  chimneys,  £10 — in  all,  £84  Is. 

Labour  of  and  provisions  for  150  men  four  montlis,  26 
days  to  the  month,  at  an  average  of  3s.  per  day,  £2,250. 

Entire  cost,  £4,645  4s.  4d. 

Five  iron  stoves,  for  the  block-houses. 

The  above  is  exclusive  of  I'opes,  &:c.,  to  raise  the  guns, 
transport  of  stoves,  and  such  tools  as  may  be  made  by  the 
blacksmiths  on  the  spot,  besides  other  small  incidental 
charges.  B.  Rci.mans. 

N.  B.  It  is  most  probable  that  swivel  guns  cannot  be 
procured  otherwise  than  by  purchase. 

Correspondence  with  Brigadier-  General  AVooster,  on  the 
subject  of  sending  some  Troops  to  the  Fortifications  on 
the  Highlands. 

Bcsolrcd,  That  the  Provincial  Convention  o[ Xeiv-  York 
be  desired  immediately  to  ajjply  to  Governour  Trumbull  to 
order  the  Connecticut  Troops,  now  stationed  at  Grccnuich, 
Stanford,  and  places  adjacent,  to  march  towards  JS'cw- 
York ;  and  that  part  of  them  occupy  posts  upon  the  island, 
as  the  said  Provincial  Convention  shall  judge  best  adapted, 
to  prevent  the  communication  between  the  town  and  coun- 
try from  being  cut  off;  the  remainder  of  the  Troops  to  be 
employed  in  securing  the  navigation  q[  Hudson's  River,  by 
erecting  Batteries  at  such  places  as  the  said  Convention 
shall  judge  most  proper  to  answer  that  purpose. 

A  true  copy  frora  the  Minutes : 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy,  signed  by  Charles  Thomson, 
Esq.,  now  filed  among  the  proceedings  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  at  Ncu'-  York.    Examined  by 

John  McKesson,  Secretary. 

In  Committco  of  Safety,  during  the  recess  of  the  Provincial  ) 
Congress,  Ncw-York,  September  13,  1775.       < 

Ordered,  That  General  JVooster  be  directed  to  order  a 
full  Company,  of  the  Troops  under  his  command,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Fortifications  erecting  on  the  hanks  oi' Hudson's 
River,  in  the  Highlands,  to  be  there  employed  in  erecting 
and  guarding  the  same,  in  obedience  to  tlie  order  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
agents  appointed  for  that  purjiose  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress at  Neiv-  York. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes : 

John  McKesson,  .Secretary. 

N.  B.  James  Beekman  and  Gilbert  Livingston,  Esquires, 
two  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  waited  person- 
ally on  Gen.  JVooster  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  above. 

Camp  at  Harlem,  September  15,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  before  me  the  order  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  the  13th  instant,  directing  me  to  order  a  full  Com- 
pany, of  the  Troops  under  my  command,  to  proceed  to  the 
fortifications  erecting  on  the  banks  of  Hudson's  River,  in 
the  Highlands,  to  be  employed  there  in  erecting  and  guard- 
ing the  same,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  tlie  Contiiienia! 
Congress,  &c. 
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I  have  lately  received  instructions  from  General  fVash- 
ifi^ion,  consistent  with  which  I  cannot  disperse  my  Troops, 
unless  ordered  hy  him  or  the  Continental  Congress;  there- 
fore think  it  necessary  that  the  order  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  upon  which  yours  is  predicated,  should  be  sent 
to  me  before  I  can  determine  whether  to  order  a  Company 
to  the  Highlands  or  not. 

I  liave  no  objection  to  employing  my  Troops  in  any  ser- 
vice that  shall  be  judged  of  publick  utility,  consistent  with 
my  orders. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  truth  and  regard,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  David  \Voosteu. 

I'eter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original : 

John  McKesson,  Secretary. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  during  the  recess  of  the  Provincial  } 
Congress,  New. York,  September  IG,  1775.       J 

To  Brigadier-General  VVooster: 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  favour  of  yesterday,  we  enclose 
you  the  order  of  the  Continental  Congress  respecting  the 
marching  of  the  Troops  under  your  command  into  the  Co- 
lony, and  the  disposition  of  tliem  after  their  arrival,  by 
wliich  you  will  see  that  it  was  expected  that  those  Troops 
sliould  occupy  such  posts  in  the  Colony  as  the  Provincial 
Congress  should  judge  necessary  to  be  taken. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  most  humble  ser- 
vants.    By  order  of  the  Committtee  of  Safety: 

John  Haki.ng,  Chairman. 

A  true  copy.     Examined  by 

John  McKesson,  Secretary. 

Camp  at  Harlem,  September  17,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received  your  favour  of  yesterday,  en- 
closing the  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  say,  in 
answer,  the  order  was  given  the  16th  ot  June,  which  was 
before  the  Continental  Forces  were  properly  organized. 
Since  that  time  the  Congress  have  ordered  about  two-thirds 
of  my  Troops  to  the  northward  ;  and  should  1  divide  the  re- 
maining few  into  detached  parties,  scattered  about  the  coun- 
try, and  any  disagreeable  consequences  should  follow  from 
it,  as  my  orders  from  General  Washington  are  to  he  here, 
it  might  possibly  be  difficult  for  me  to  vindicate  my  con- 
duct. I  have  authority  to  say  that  no  Provincial  Congress 
can,  with  any  projiriety,  interfere  in  the  disposition  of  Con- 
tinental Troops,  much  less  control  the  orders  of  any  Gene- 
ral Officer,  if  the  Continental  Congress  or  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief, think  proper  to  employ  the  whole  or  a  part  of 
the  Troops  under  my  command,  in  erecting  and  defending 
batteries,  at  the  Highlands  or  elsewhere,  I  shall  expect  their 
orders  direct,  and  no  man  will  with  greater  alacrity  obey 
their  lawful  summois. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  and  humble 
servant,  David  Wooster. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  Minutes.    Examined  by 
John  McKesson,  Secretary. 

Report  to  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  New- 
York,  on  the  intended  Fortifications  in  the  llightands. 
I  beg  leave  first  to  refer  this  honourable  House  to  Plan 
No.  1,  a  description  of  the  ground,  which  is  as  follows: 

A,  the  highest  hill.  B,  the  next  highest.  C,  the  next 
eminence.  D  D,  tlie  summit  of  the  blurt".  E,  a  field.  F, 
a  field.  G,  the  point  called  Martyr's  Cliff,  or  ]\Iartclaar's 
Rock.  H,  the  only  accessible  place  on  the  north  side. 
I  I,  direction  of  the  ridge  next  above  the  field  F. 

E  and  F  are  the  only  two  places  where  a  landing  might 
be  elTected.  Some  gentlemen,  not  well  enough  versed  in 
the  science,  and  allured  by  a  less  stony  ajipearance,  have 
thought  that  the  field  F  would  be  a  preferable  place  for  the 
battery.  But,  beside  the  small  command  it  has  of  the 
river,  (as  appears  by  the  course  of  the  ridge  I  I,)  it  is  com- 
manded by  all  the  surrounding  heights  ;  it  must  therefore 
be  left  unoccupied,  as  the  batteries  1 ,  '2,  and  '.i,  and  the  block- 
bouse  in  Plan  No.  3,  can  completely  and  ertectually  pre- 
vent any  attempt  to  land  here,  as  does  likewise  the  block- 
bouse  A,  and  the  easternmost  two  guns  of  the  battery  A, 
in  No.  2. 


The  batteries  and  block-houses  B  and  C,  No.  2,  are 
completely  sufficient  to  baffle  all  such  attempts  at  E,  in  No. 
1  ;  on  hill  A,  in  No.  1 ,  which  commands  all  the  ground 
around,  I  would  recommend  a  block-house,  with  four  four- 
pounders  and  twenty  swivels,  to  be  erected;  perhaps  ai  H, 
in  No.  1,  a  small  lookout  is  necessary. 

Should  a  landing  be  effected,  and  the  baltteries  Nos.  2  and 
4,  in  No.  .3,  be  taken  or  surprised,  they  are  commanded  by 
batteries  3  and  5,  and  the  block-house  in  the  higher  works, 
which  rake  battery  4,  and  consequently  would  provide  an 
enemy  a  warm  reception  there.  Plan  No.  2  shows  the 
lines  of  extreme  command  of  each  gun.  whereby  it  appears 
that  no  spot  in  the  whole  reach  remains  out  of  the  com- 
mand of  the  greatest  part  of  the  guns  at  once,  and  a  ship 
would  find  hot  work  for  a  great  way. 

In  said  plan,  at  A,  I  would  mount  four  four-pounders  m 
the  block-house,  and  four  nine-pounders  in  the  battery.  At 
B,  four  six-pounders  in  the  block-house,  and  six  nine- 
pounders  on  the  batteries.  At  C,  four  four-pounders  in  the 
block-house,  and  three  six-pounders  on  the  battery.  At  D, 
the  cannon  ought  to  be  as  expressed  in  the  twenty-eight 
embrasures,  Plan  No.  3,  and  in  the  block-house  four  four- 
pounders.  At  E,  No.  2,  four  four-pounders  and  twenty 
swivels.     In  all,  sixty-one  guns  and  twenty  swivels. 

This  is  the  most  frugal  plan  that  can  be  of  any  service 
here;  a  less  or  more  imperfect  plan  would  only  be  begin- 
ning a  strong  hold  for  an  enemy. 

1  must  beg  this  honourable  House  to  pardon  the  coarse- 
ness of  the  drawings,  they  being  done  in  an  inconvenient 
place,  and  at  a  distance  from  my  Instruments. 

B.  Romans. 

North  River,  Martelaar'a  Rock,  or  Martyr's  Reach,  } 
September  14,  1775.       ^ 


NEW-YOBK  COMMITTEE. 

Tuesday,  September  19,  1775. 

The  Committee  met.  Present :  Henry  Remsen,  Chair- 
man, and  thirty-seven  Members. 

The  Committee  having  taken  into  consideration  the  great 
distresses  the  poor  of  this  City  will  be  exposed  to,  and  the 
propriety  of  making  some  provision  for  them  against  the 
approaching  season,  think  it  proper  to  recommend  it  to  the 
Friends  in  this  City  to  raise  a  contribution  for  that  purpose, 
and  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee,  or  such 
others  as  they  may  think  proper,  to  be  disposed  of. 

Thursday,  September  21,  1775. 

The  Committee  met.  Present:  Henry  Remsen,  Cha\r- 
man,  and  thirty -five  Members. 

Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  this  Board  of  the  13th  inst., 
the  following  persons  were  agreed  on  as  an  augmentation 
thereto,  and  to  be  held  up  for  the  approbation  of  the  pub- 
lick,  viz:  Feter  Clapper,  William  Hycr,  Jeremiah  Browcr, 
Henry  Roome,  Richard  Ten  Eyck,  Feter  F.  Van  Zandt, 
Anthony  L.  Bleecker,  Garret  Abed,  John  Ramsay,  Fat- 
rick  Dennis,  John  Fell,  Samnel  Johnson,  Isaac  Stoxttcn- 
bnrgh,  Leonard  Lispr.nard,  Jun.,  Abraham  W.  DeFeyster, 
John  Ray.  Jun.,  Anthony  Abrahams,  Andrew  Breasted, 
Richard  Norwood,  and  Daniel  Wickham. 


GUERT    SPT.   DE    WINT    TO    THE    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

New-York,  September  19,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  few  lines,  as  a  request 
to  yourself  and  the  honourable  members  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  ;  which  request  I  beg  you  will  oblige  me  so  far 
as  to  present  to  the  said  Committee. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GuERT  Spt.  De  Wint. 
To  John  Haring,  Esq.,  at  Nciv-  York. 

To  the  Honourable  the  F resident  and  Members  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Frovince  of  New-York  : 
Sirs  :  Whereas  I  was,  on  the  day  ordered  by  the  honour- 
able Congress  for  choosing  ofiicers  for  the  Alilitia  of  this 
City,  chosen  Captain  of  the  sixteenth  beat  of  this  City,  I 
have  taken  said  affair  into  serious  consideration,  and  find, 
from  the  situation  of  my  affairs,  that  it  will  be  totally  out 
of  my  power  to  serve  in  that  station  in  the  manner  I  could 
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wish.     I  therefore  hope  and  pray  that  you  will,  out  of  your 
goodness,  order  a  new  election  for  a  Captain  of  said  beat 
ii!  my  stead,  and  I  shall  ever  hold  myself  bound  to  serve 
you  in  any  manner  that  may  be  required. 
I  am,  Sirs,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GUEKT   Sl'T.   De   WlNT. 


THOMAS    HAZARD   TO   NEW-YORK   COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY. 

New.York,  Seiituinber  19,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  oflicers  of  the  Companies  which  con- 
stitute the  Second  Independent  Battalion,  some  consider- 
able time  since,  presented  a  nomination  to  the  Congress,  of 
such  persons  as  they  desired  for  Field-Officers.  They  there- 
fore beg  leave  again  to  present  the  same  nomination,  widi 
the  addition  of  a  Second  Major  as  undermentioned,  at  the 
same  time  requesting  your  speedy  confirmation  of  the  same, 
or  of  such  others  as  you  may  esteem  more  suitable,  the 
discipline  of  the  Battalion  being  much  affected  thereby,  and 
are  prevented  from  making  an  immediate  return  of  Cap- 
tains and  subalterns  for  said  Battalion,  as  some  ol  the  Field- 
Officers  nominated  belong  at  present  to  particular  Compa- 
nies of  the  same. 

Your  speedy  determination  of  ihe   above   request  will 
oblige  tlie  officers  of  said  Battalion.     Signed  per  order: 
Thos.  Hazard,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety. 

Officers  nominated. — Mr.  William  Ihjer,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
Christopher  Banckcr,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Mr.  Hilliam 
Malcom,  First  Major ;  Mr.  Samuel  Broome,  Second  Major. 


TRTON  COUNTY    COMMITTEE  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Tryon  County  Committee  Chamber,  September  19,  1775. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  :  Your  favour  of  the  6th  inst. 
we  received  yesterday,  wherein  we  apprehend  that,  agree- 
able to  the  resolve  and  directions  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, there  is  one  Major  and  a  Quartermaster,  by  each  of 
our  Regiments,  yet  wanting,  the  voting  of  which  we  would 
have  performed  without  delay,  if  the  members  of  our  Com- 
mittee were  not  so  much  distant  from  one  another  in  their 
abodes.  Therefore,  not  to  delay  the  expedition  of  the 
commissions  in  general,  without  which  we  cannot  act  much 
here  with  authority,  we  beg  that  you  will  please  to  send  us 
the  commissions  for  those  four  Majors  and  Quartermasters 
blank,  which  we  would  afterwards  fill  np  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  our  whole  Board,  according  to  the  majority  of  votes, 
and  shall  then  make  a  return  thereof  to  you  immedi- 
ately. But  in  case  this  our  request  would  be  disagreeable, 
and  you  could  not  consent  to  it,  the  subscribed  Chairman, 
with  eight  ^lembers  of  our  Connnittee,  made  a  choice  of 
such  officers,  according  to  their  abilities,  and  enclose  hereby 
the  nomination  of  them,  not  doubting  that  those  so  nomi- 
nated might  get  the  majority  of  votes  at  the  whole  Board. 
We  reconmiend  them  to  you,  and  expect  the  commissions 
for  our  militia  officers  will  be  despatched  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, not  knowing  how  soon  we  shall  be  in  want  thereof 
for  the  defence  of  our  American  cause,  in  our  exposed  fron- 
tiers, and  besides  mixed  with  a  great  number  of  Tories, 
ready  with  arms  against  us:  we  mean  the  enemies  in  Kings- 
borough.  In  regard  to  our  resolve  in  civil  matters,  we  have 
not  as  yet  transacted  any  thing,  and  shall  also,  agreeable  to 
your  order,  repeal  the  same  at  our  Board.  We  are  urged 
to  remember  again  the  utmost  want  of  ammunition,  and  in 
particular  of  powder.  We  applied  lately,  therefore,  to  the 
Albany  Committee  for  some  assistance,  but  got  a  refusal. 

We  remain,  with  much  esteem,  honourable  Gentlemen, 
your  obedient  humble  servants.     By  order; 

Nicholas  Herckheimer,  Chairman. 
To  John  Ilaring,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  New-  York. 

P.  S.  We  also  annex  a  return  of  the  Field-Otlicers  of  our 
Minute-Men,  amounting  to  one  Battalion  in  our  County, 
although  the  enlisted  men  have  not  as  yet,  in  full,  perlbrmed 
their  choices  for  the  Captains,  Lieutenants,  and  Ensigns  of 
their  respective  Companies;  the  return  of  which  officers 
we  will  send  to  you  immediately  after  performance. 

Return  of  four  Majors  and  Quarterrnasters  for  the  four 
Battalions  in  the  County  of  Tryon,  and  also  of  the 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi. 


Field- Officers  for  one  Battalion  of  Minute-Men  in  our 

County  aforesaid. 

Mohawk  District:  Major,  John  Xewkirk ;  Quarter- 
master, Abraham  Van  Horn. 

Palatine  District:  Major,  Henry  Merekill,i\\;  Quar- 
termaster, Jacob  Ekert 

Canajoharie  District:  Major,  JVilUam  Sccbcr;  Quar- 
termaster. John  Bickard. 

Kingsland  and  German  Flats:  Major,  John  Eisen- 
lor;  Quartermaster, /i«(/o/p/i  D.  Staley. 

Field-Officers  of  the  Battalion  of  Minute- Men. 

Colonel,  Geo.  Ilerchkcimcr  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Sam- 
uel Campbell ;  Majors,  John  Fonda  and  Jacob  J.  Clock ; 
Adjutant,  Samuel  Gray;  Quartermaster,  Jo/»i  i'VfWfc/t. 

By  order:  Nicho.  Herckheimer,  Chairman. 

general  SCHUYLER  TO  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

[Read,  Octubci- 9,  1775.] 

Ticonileroga,  Septfral)or  19,  1775. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  of  the  8th  instant,  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  write  from  Isle-aux-Noix,  my  disorder  (pro- 
ceeding from  a  bilious  fever,  and  violent  rheumatick  pains) 
increased  so  much,  and  reduced  me  so  very  low,  that  it  was 
thought  necessary  that  I  should  return  to  this  place,  to  try, 
if  possible,  to  recover;  which  1  hope,  with  the  assistance 
I  have  here,  will  be  soon  accomplished. 

In  my  last  I  gave  you  an  account  of  our  operations  to 
the  date  thereof;  I  shall  nov>'  continue  it  till  the  day  on 
which  I  came  away.  On  the  9th,  I  received  a  letter  from 
Canada,  without  sii;nature,  but  which  I  knew  to  be  written 
by  Mr.  James  Livingston — copy  enclosed.  No.  1.  As  I 
had,  through  other  channels,  a  corroboration  of  the  intelli- 
gence contained  in  the  former  part  of  this  letter,  I  resolved, 
as  I  had  not  yet  rny  artillery,  to  despatch  five  hundred  men 
into  Canada,  and  gave  orders,  on  the  9th,  for  their  embarka- 
tion on  the  lOlh,  with  an  additional  number  of  about  three 
hundred,  to  cover  their  landing  and  bring  back  the  boats — • 
copy  of  my  instructions  to  the  commanding  officer.  No,  2. 
For  the  event  of  the  intended  expedition,  see  No.  3,  which 
was  drawn  and  delivered  me  by  one  of  the  party,  and,  from 
what  I  can  learn,  is  just. 

This  body  returned  on  Monday,  the  11th.  On  Tuesday, 
the  12th,  I  found  I  had  upwards  of  six  hundred  sick — 
Waterbury's  Regiment  being  reduced  to  less  than  five  hun- 
dred. General  Montgomery  (for  I  was  too  ill  to  leave  my 
bed)  perceived,  however,  with  pleasure,  that  the  men  were 
unable  to  bear  the  reproach  of  their  late  unbecoming  be- 
haviour ;  and  taking  the  advantage  of  this  happy  return  to 
a  sense  of  their  duty,  on  the  i;3th  1  issued  the  orders  in  the 
paper  No.  4.  The  14th  proved  rainy,  and  retarded  the 
embarkation  of  the  cannon.  On  this  day  Colonel  Allen 
arrived,  and  made  the  report  No.  5;  and  1  found  myself  so 
much  better,  that  I  had  hopes  of  moving  with  the  Army  ; 
but  by  ten  o'clock  at  night,  my  disorder  reattacked  me  with 
double  violence,  and  every  fair  prospect  of  a  speedy  re- 
covery vanished.  Great  part  of  the  15th  rainy;  the  embark- 
ation much  retarded  by  it.  On  the  same  day  I  received  a 
letter,  of  which  No.  6  is  a  copy.  On  the  16th  I  was  put 
into  a  covered  boat,  and  left  Isle-au.r-Noij: :  and  as  it  rained 
part  of  the  day,  I  do  not  suppose  that  General  Montgomery 
could  move  until  tlie  17th,  which  proved  fair. 

The  mode  of  the  intended  attack  on  St.  John's,  k,c.,  as 
judged  best  both  by  General  Montgomery  and  myself,  is  as 
follows:  To  land  as  near  the  fort  as  we  did  the  first  time 
we  went  down  ;  the  two  row-gallies  carrying  a  twelve- 
pounder  each,  well  manned  ;  the  sloop  and  schooner,  and 
ten  batteaus,  with  picked  men.  to  lie  in  the  river,  ready  to 
attack  the  enemy's  schooner,  (which  is  completed  and  car- 
ries sixteen  guns,)  in  case  she  should  attempt  to  destroy 
our  boats,  or  get  to  the  southward  of  them,  and  thereby 
effectually  cut  off  all  communication  between  this  place 
and  the  Army.  After  this  naval  arrangement,  (which  will 
take  tliree  hundred  and  fifty  men,)  five  hundred  men  to  be 
sent  as  a  corps  of  observation,  to  intercept  any  succours 
between  St.  Johns  and  Chambly,  and  to  keep  as  near  the 
former  as  possible  ;  two  hundred  men,  in  a  breastwork  at 
the  proposed  landing,  to  cover  the  boats,  and  secure  a  retreat 
fertile  men  in  the  vessels  and  boats,  should  the  enemy's  vessel 
be  too  many  for  them ;  the  remainder  of  the  Array  to  invest 
the  place,,  make  the  approaches,  and  erect  the  batteries. 
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You  will  perceive,  Sir,  by  Ao.  3,  dial  some  of  the  ene- 
my's boats  fired  on  our  people.  Captain  l>ou^/as5,  who 
commanded  one  of  the  armed  boats,  pointed  and  fired  a 
twelve-pounder,  loaded  with  ball  and  grape-shot,  at  them; 
and  we  have  accounts  that  about  thirty  of  the  unfriendly 
Canadians  were  killed  or  drowned.  In  the  first  engage- 
raent  of  the  7tli,  we  killed  six  Indians,  two  Caiighnawagas,^ 
as  many  Mohawks,  {Daniel,  and  Hilliam  a  bastard  son  of 
Sir  fVilliam  Johnson's,)  one  Canassadagu  and  one  Huron  ; 
and  we  are  informed  by  a  Caughnaicaga  and  Huron,  whom 
I  left  at  Isle-aux-Noix,  that  not  an  Indian  remains  at  St. 
John's,  and  which  I  believe  to  be  true.  The  four  Deputies, 
sent  by  the  iSVr  Nations  to  request  the  Canadian  Indians 
to  remain  neuter,  were  not  returned  when  1  left  Isle-aux- 
iVo/r.  1  have  taken  the  liberty  to  desire  General  Mont- 
gomery to  make  a  present,  in  the  name  of  the  Congress,  to 
the  Canadian  Indians,  if  he  should  think  it  necessary. 

Since  the  aflliir  of  the  10th,  the  Army  at  Isle-aux-^<oii, 
which  then  consisted  of  tliiiieen  hundred  and  ninety-four 
effectives,  all  ranks  included,  has  been  re-enforced  by  Cap- 
tain Lfwi^^ston's  Company  of  A'cw-rorAreK,  nearly  com- 
plete; ontlie  16th,  by  Colonel  IVarncr,  whom  1  met,  an 
hour  after  my  departure,  with  one  hundred  and  seventy 
Clrecn  Mountain  Boys,  being  the  first  that  had  appeared 
of  that  boasted  corps.  He  left  this  with  about  fifty  more  ; 
but  they  mutinied,  and  the  remainder  are  at  Crorvn  Foint. 
Captain  Allen's  Company,  of  the  same  corps,  arrived  here 
last  night,  every  man  of  which  was  raised  in  Connecticut. 
About  one  hundred  men  of  Colonel  Bedell's,  from  iVejt.'- 
Hampshire,  which  corps  was  to  have  been  up  a  fortnight 
before,  (the  remainder  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  that  body 
were  yet  to  come,)  joined  the  16th  at  nig!it,and  I  suppose 
the  Artillery  Company,  under  Captain  Lamb,  will  join  them 
to-day.  These  last  were  indispensably  necessary,  as  we 
had  none  that  knew  any  thing  of  the  matter:  so  that  the 
whole  re-enforcement  consists  of  about  four  hundred  men. 
Yesterday  I  sent  off  sixty  of  Eusion's,dim\  one  hundred  and 
forty  more  are  just  embarking ;  this  is  the  whole  of  that 
corps.  About  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  of  the  first 
AcJi'-ForA:  Battalion  will  embark  early  to-morrow,  together 
with  the  Company  of  (»'rte/i  Mountain  Hoys,  consisting  of 
about  seventy. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  third  New-York  Batta- 
lion remain  here,  which  I  will  foiward  as  soon  as  I  can  pro- 
cure craft,  which  is  building  slowly,  as  most  of  the  car- 
penters are  gone  home  sick. 

I  am  so  feeble,  that  although  1  have  much  to  say  about 
the  sick,  musters,  accounts,  and  other  matters,  I  feel  my- 
self under  the  necessity  of  confining  to  such  only  which  I 
humbly  conceive  more  immediately  require  the  attention  of 
Congress. 

If  we  succeed,  what  Troops  are  to  remain  in  Canada  1 
How  are  they  to  be  engaged  for  that  service?  the  like  for 
those  at  this  post,  whicli  at  all  events  must  have  a  garrison, 
weaker  or  stronger,  as  matters  may  turn  out  in  Canada. 

Tlie  weather  already  begins  to  be  cold.  The  Troops  in 
three  weeks  more  will  with  great  difficulty  be  able  to  stand 
it,  thinly  and  poorly  as  they  arc  clad.  How  are  they  to  be 
supplied  ? 

What  kinii  of  conduct  am  I  to  pursue  with  the  Cana- 
dians, respecting  civil  matters  ?  for  1  hope  to  join  the  Army 
as  soon  as  I  am  in  the  least  restored. 

Where  shall  I  get  gold  and  silver  to  pay  for  necessaries 
for  the  Army  ?  paper,  of  any  kind,  not  having  the  least 
currency  in  Canada.  I  wish  a  considerable  sum,  in  specie, 
was  immediately  scut  to  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Paymaster. 

Please  to  let  me  know  what  1  am  to  do  with  artificers 
taken  out  of  the  Troops  ;  see  my  letter  of  the  '26ih  July, 
ninth  paragraph.  I  also  wish  an  answer  to  the  second  para- 
graph of  mine  of  the  2d  August,  respecting  this  place,  and 
to  the  second  paragraph  of  that  of  the  6th;  also,  to  the 
fourth  paragraph  of  the  same,  respecting  a  hospital,  in  which 
1  find  there  will  necessarily  be  several  mates  employed,  as 
our  sick  are  so  very  numerous. 

I  wish  for  some  resolution  of  Congress  agreeable  to  my 
letter  of  31st  of  July,  as  Mr.  Phelps  still  continues  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Livingston,  which  must  necessarily 
be  introductory  of  confusion,  of  which  1  fear  there  is  too 
niucli  already.  One  only  should  be  employed  as  chief  in 
the  otlice,  and  the  other  may  continue  subordinate,  for  both 
are  wanted. 


Should  we  meet  with  a  repulse,  am  I  to  prepare  timber 
for  vessels  of  superiour  strength  to  the  enemy's,  against  next 
spring? 

Perhaps  other  matters  of  importance  may  have  escaped 
my  attention.  Should  1  recollect  any,  1  will  do  myself  the 
honour  to  communicate  them  to  you. 

1  am,  Sir,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  yours  and  the 
C'onuress's  most  obedient  servant, 

Philip  Schlylku. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  President,  kc. 


t^t.  Terese,  September  8,  ITT.'i. 

Dr.Aii  Sir;  It  is  with  inexpressible  regret  we  are  under 
the  necessii)-  of  demanding  a  party  of  men  from  your  Army, 
to  cut  off  the  necessary  communication  between  St.  John's 
and  La  Frairie,Chambly,  kc.  Your  manifestoes  came  safe 
to  hand,  and  despatched  them  off  to  the  diiterent  Parishes 
with  all  possible  care  and  expedition.  The  Canadians  are  all 
friends,  and  a  spirit  of  freedom  seems  to  reign  amongst  them. 
Colonel  Allen,  Major  Broxcn,  and  myself,  set  off  this  morn- 
ing, with  a  party  oi  Canadians,  with  intention  to  go  to  your 
Army  ;  but,  hearing  of  a  party  of  Indians  waiting  for  us 
the  same  side  of  the  river,  we  thought  it  most  prudent  to 
retire,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  raise  a  more  considerable 
party  of  men.  The  Canadians,  at  any  rate,  are  determined 
not  to  take  up  arms  against  you  ;  but  immediately  upon  the 
arrival  of  a  party  from  your  Army,  I  make  no  doubt  of 
joining  you  with  a  considerable  party  of  Caitadians.  Our 
attempt  in  getting  to  your  Army,  and  the  failure  thereof, 
has  deprived  me  of  the  honour  of  seeing  you  for  the  pre- 
sent. We  shall  drop  down  the  River  Chambly,  as  far  as 
my  house,  where  a  number  of  Canadians  are  waiting  for 
me.  I  expect  a  party  of  your  men  before  they  will  stir. 
I  shall,  notwithstanding,  keep  up  a  spirit  of  faction  amongst 
them,  till  I  can  hear  what  advances  you  are  making  to- 
wards a  general  attack  o(  St.  John's.  1  had  the  pleasure  of 
acquainting  you,  in  my  former,  of  the  absolute  necessity  of 
taking  the  armed  vessels  at  the  mouth  of  Sorcl  River,  which 
will  effectually  prevent  the  escape  of  the  Troops  of  Cham- 
bly and  Montreal,  going  to  (^uebeck.  There  is  still  pro- 
visions and  warlike  stores  on  board  said  vessels,  and  appre- 
hend the  taking  the  same  to  be  of  as  much  consequence  as 
blocking  up  the  communication  between  Montrtal  and  St. 
John's,  isic.  They  are  but  slenderly  manned,  and  make  no 
doubt  a  dozen  men  might  take  one  of  them  without  blood- 
shed. 1  can  easily  furnish  any  party  you  may  send  with 
what  provisions  they  may  want.  We  wait,  with  the  utmost 
impatience,  your  answer;  till  when,  I  am,  with  sincere 
wishes  for  the  success  of  your  arms,  yours,  &ic. 
To  Major-General  Schuyler. 

;\o.  a.] 
Orders  to  Colonel  Ritze.ma,  on  his  going  j/i^o  Canada. 

Isle-iiu.x.Noix,  Septembor  10,  1775. 

Siii:  You  will  inocecd,  with  the  detachment  under  your 
command,  to  the  road  leading  from  St.  John's  to  LaPrairic, 
and  post  yourself  in  such  a  manner  as  most  effectually  to 
cut  off  the  communication  between  the  garrison  of  St. 
Johns  and  the  country.  This  will  be  most  probably  best 
elFected  by  approaching  that  post  as  near  as  the  enemy's 
artillery  will  admit. 

You  will  be  very  watchful  of  the  garrison  of  Chambly, 
bv  means  of  detached  parties  from  your  main  body,  or, 
w'hicli  is  preferable,  by  some  trusty  Canadians,  lest  any 
su|iplies  of  provisions  or  men  should  be  thrown  into  St. 
John's. 

As  you  cannot  march  with  intrenching  tools,  you  must 
purchase  or  borrow  from  our  friends  in  the  country,  should 
you  stand  in  need  of  them. 

Colonel  ^i//t;i  and  Major  Z)Vo«';i  have  orders  to  request 
that  provisions  may  be  brought  to  you,  which  must  be 
punctually  paid  for,  for  which  purpose  I  have  furnished 
you  with  the  sum  of  £318  is.  lOd.  in  gold. 

CJeneral  Montgomery  will  probably  remain  on  the  ground 
where  he  lands  you,  till  the  Uth,  towards  night.  You 
will  perhaps  have  it  in  your  power  before  that  time  to  report 
your  situation,  and  the  reception  you  may  have  met  with. 
Vou  will,  as  frequently  as  opportunity  permits,  furnish  me 
with  such   intelligence   as   may  seem  of  consequence,  by 
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jrood  woodsmen  of  your  own  detachment,  or  by  Canaf/i-an*    remainder  should   take  post  at  the  other  breastwork    in 
who  are  trusty  of^'*^""  ^°  ^''^'^^'-  ''"^  attention  of  the  enemy,  but  that  tlie 

I  must  recommend  not  only  to  you,  Sir,  but  every  offi-  Troops  should  declare  wheiher  they  were  willing  to  march, 
cer  under  your  command,  the  strictest  attention  to  good  On  being  asked,  they  all  declared  they  were,  and  accord- 
order,  that  our  friends  may  not  suffer  in  their  property  ;  ingly  orders  were  given  to  embark  ;  the  remainder  to  pro- 
that  you  cultivate  the  friendship  of  the  Canadians  by  all  ceed  as  advised  by  the  council  of  war.  Uelore  tins, 
manner  of  means,  and  should  any  person  sustain  damage,  Lieutenant  Lockivood  had  been  ordered  down  the  river  to 
that  vou  make  him  ample  satisfaction.  reconnoitre,  and  just  now  returned  with  intelligence  that 

You  will  not  fail  to  procure  the  best  accommodation  for  the  armed  vessel  of  the  enemy  was  lying  at  a  point  about 
your  Troops  your  situation  admits,  with  respect  to  lodging,  a  mile  and  a  hall  below,  completely  equipped.  This  in- 
medicines,  and  refreshments.  Some  rum  also  will  be  neces-  formation  rendered  it  necessary  to  remove  the  boats  up  the 
sarv  if  to  be  had  '''^®''  '°''  security,  and  the  opinion  oi  the  same  council  (at 

if  possible  you  will  endeavour  to  establish  a  correspond-  the  request  of  some  of  the  olticers)  was  asked,  as  to  the 
enceal  Montreal  If  any  of  our  friends  in  Canada  will  expediency  of  maiching  the  detachment,  seeing  the  boats 
furnish  you  with  the  cash  necessary  to  carry  on  the  ser-  must  be  taken  to  the  Me-aiix-Noix.  The  majority  of 
vice  your  orders  upon  me  in  iheir  favour  shall  be  duly  voices  was  for  embarking  the  whole  and  returning  to  that 
.         -^1  island.     On  the  way  the  General  ordered  the  boats  to  stop 

at  a  point  eight  miles  from  St.  Johns,  to  try  the  temper  of 

[No.  3]  the  Troops,   and   know  whether  they  would  march  from 

An  Account  of  the  Manamvres  and  Movements  of  the  Army     thence ;  but  here  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  coun- 

in  Canada,  under  General  Montgomery.  cil  of  war  was  against  the  measure,  and  the  whole  detach- 

Septcinbor  10,  1775.        ment  returned  to  Mc-uux-Nolv,  without  any  molestation, 

A    detachment    from    Colonels    Hinman,    Waterbunj,     except  the   throwing   a    few  shells,    on  our  leaving  the 

McDougall,  and  Van  Schaick's,  Regiments,  amounting  to     breastwork,  which  they  continued  for  an  hour  and  a  hall, 

about  ei.dit  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  Briga-     without  doing  any  damage.     When  the  halt  was  made  at 

dier-General  Montgomery,  embarked  at  Lle-aux-Noix,  pro-     the  point,  the  General  and  Captains,  with  a  few  for  guards, 

ceeded  towards   St.  John's,  and   landed,   at  nine  in  the     disembarked,  and  on  cry  by  one  of  the  men  that  the  boats 

evenino-,  about  three  miles  from  that  place,  at  a  breastwork     were  coming,  the  Troops  were  with  difficulty  restrained 

thrown"  up   by  the  Troops  who   had   been   there   before,     from  pushing  oil  without  their  ofiicers. 

From  this  place,  five  hundred  men  of  those  Regiments, 

besides  officers,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Ritz-  [N'o-  •*•] 

ema,  marched  to  take  post  on  the  other  side  of  St.  Joh/i's.  After  General  Orders. 

After  they   had   been  gone  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  Camp  at  Isle.aux-Noix,  September  13,  1775. 

a  noise  was  heard,  and  a  report  prevailed  that  they  were  ^^i^g  artillery  to  be  embarked  to-morrow.  The  guns 
returning.  In  a  few  minutes  after,  two  or  three  of  iWcUou-  ^nd  mortars  on  board  batteaus,  and  the  carriages  in  the 
galFs  men,  who  were  in  the  rear,  came  to  the  breastwork,  row-galleys.  The  Army  will  move  down  the  river  on  the 
and  said  they  had  been  waylaid  by  a  party  of  Regulars  and  ^jgy  following.  Thirty-six  barrels  of  pork  and  thirty-six 
Indians,  and  that  the  whole  detachment  were  retreating.  qJ-  Aq^,.  ^^  ge  put  on  board  the  two  periaugers.  The 
The  same  story  was  told  by  several  stragglers  from  the  ^^gg  gnd  other  intrenching  tools  to  be  also  put  on  board 
other  Regiments,  though  at  this  time  not  a  gun  had  been  ji,Qgg  periaugers.  The  schooner  will  proceed  with  the 
fired,  except  one  by  a  man  of  the  detachment.  The  offi-  Army.  Captain  Douglass  and  Lieutenant  Loclcivood  will 
cers  remaining  in  the  breastwork  endeavoured  to  rally  the  d^oose  out  determined  volunteer  crews  and  good  rowers 
Troops  who  had  lied,  and  with  some  effect ;  but  they  could  foj.  ^jg  fjalleys. 
not  prevent  others  from  flying,  who,  in  order  to  escape 

being  sent  back,  fled  through  the  woods  to  the  breastwork,  [^°  ^1 

and  avoided  the  shore,  (the  way  in  which  they  first  marched  Wednesday,  September  6,  1775. 

out.)    On  searching  into  the  cause  of  this  strange  affair,  it  Set  out  from  Isle-aui-Noir  on  the  8th  instant;  arrived 

appeared  that  one  of  the  parties,  who  flanked  the  advanced     at  C humbly  ;  found  the  Canadians  in  that  vicinity  friend- 
guard,  being  unable  from  the  thickness  of  the  woods  to  keep     ly  ;  they  guarded  me  under  arms  night  and  day,  escorted 
within  it,  and  apprehensive  of  being  separated  from  the      me  through  the  woods  as  I  desired,  and  showed  me  every 
main  body,  had  come  in  towards  it,  and  fell  in  just  at  the  rear     courtesy  I  could  wish  for.     The  news  of  my  being  in  this 
of  llinman's,  who  led,  and  front  of  IVaterhury.  The  noise     place  excited  many  Captains  of  the  Militia  and  respectable 
they  made   in  the  woods  threw  a  panick  on  this  part  of     gentlemen  of  the  Canadians  to  visit  and  converse  with  nie, 
the  men,  which,  quickly  spreading  to  the  rest,  occasioned     as  I  gave  out  1  was  sent  by  General  Schuyler  to  manifest 
the  flight.     On  the  return  of  Colonel  Ritzcma,  who  de-     his  friendly  intentions  towards  them,   and  delivered  the 
clared  the  Troops  had  all  left  him,  General  Montgomery     General's  written  manifesto  to  them   to  the  same  purpose, 
determined   to   try  whether,  upon    an  explanation  of  the     1  likewise  sent  a  messenger  to  the  chiefs  ol  the  CoHg-/i?i«t<)(i- 
matter,  they  would  march  again.     They  were  accordingly     gn  Indians,  demanding  the  cause  why  sundry  of  the  Indians 
paraded,  and  exhorted  by  the  General  to  do  their  duty,     had  taken  up  arms  against  the  United  Colonies  :  they  sent 
who  mentioned  every  motive  which  could  induce  them  to     two  of  their  chiefs  to  me,  who  plead  that  it  was  contrary 
act  like  men.     They  then  marched  in  the  same  order  as     to  the  will  and  orders  of  their  chiefs.    The  King's  Troops 
before,  till  they  caine  near  another  breastwork  which  had     gave  them  rum,  and  inveigled  them  to  fight  General  Schuy- 
been  thrown  up  before,  when  they  were  fired  upon  by  one     ler ;  that  they  had  sent  their  runners,  and  ordered  them  to 
or  two  swivels  from  the  river.     In  this  intrenchment  there     depart  from  St.  Johns,  averring  their  friendship  to  the  Co- 
was  a  small  house,  in  which  they  found^a  few  people,  who     lonies.     Meanwhile,  the  sachems  held  a  General  Council, 
fired  one  musket  and  then  attempted  to  escape,  in  doing     sent  two  of  their  Captains,  and  some  beads  and  a  wampun 
which  a  Canadian  and  an  Indian  were  killed.  Our  Troops     belt,  as  a  lasting  testimony  of  their  friendship  ;  and  tliat  they 
took  possession  of  the  work,  and  Colonel  Ritzcma  ordered     would  not  lake  up  arms  on  either  side.     These  tokens  of 
them  to  parade,  that  they  might  proceed;  but  found  he     friendship  were  delivered  to  me,  agreeable  to  their  ceremo- 
had  not  above  fifty  men.     In  a  little  time  they  increased     ny.  in  a  solemn  manner,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  auditory 
to  about  two  hundred,  and  the  rest  having  retired  to  tiie     of  Canadians,  who  approved  of  the  league,  and  manifested 
other  breastwork,  the  General  ordered  these  two  hundred     friendship  to  the  Colonies,  and  testified  their  good  will  on 
thither  likewise,  where  they  arrived  about  three  in  the  morn-     account  of  the  advance  of  the  Army  into  Canada.    Their 
ing,  and  determined  to  make  another  attempt  at  daylight,     fears  (as  they  said)  were,  that  our  Army  was  too  weak  to 
September  Ilth,  at  the  request  of  some  of  the  officers,  the     protect  them  against  the  severity  of  the  English  Govern- 
General  called  a  council  of  war,  at  which  Col.  IVaterhury     ment,  as  a  defeat  on  our  part  would  expose  our  friends  in 
and  Col.  Ritzema,  Majors  Elmore,  Zedtwitz,  and  Dimon,      Canada  to  it.     In   this   dilemma,   our   friends   expressed 
Captains  Starr,  Smith,  Benrslcy,  Reed,  Brown,  JVeiscn-     anxiety  of  mind.     It   furthennore   appeared   to  me  that 
fels,  ff'illet,  Motte,  Lyon,  Yates,  McCrackin,  and  Living-     many  of  the  Canadians  were  watching  the  scale  of  power, 
ston,  assisted,   and   it  was   unanimously  agreed   that  the     whose  attraction  attracted  them.     In  fine,  our  friends  in 
detachment  should  proceed  as  before  ordered,  and  that  the      Canada  earnestly   urged    that    General   Schuyler  should 
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immediately  environ  St.  John's,  and  iliat  they  would  assist 
in  cuttinu-  ofi"  the  communication  between  St.  John's  and 
Chambly]  and  between  these  forts  and  Montreal.  They 
furthermore  assured  me,  that  they  would  help  our  Army 
to  provision,  &ic. ;  and  that,  if  our  Army  did  not  make  a 
con(iufst  of  ilie  King's  garrisons,  they  would  be  exposed 
to  the  lesentment  of  the  English  Government,  which  they 
dreaded,  and  consequently  that  the  attempt  of  the  Army 
into  Canada  would  be  to  them  tiie  greatest  evil.  They 
further  told  me  that  some  of  the  inhabitants,  that  were  in 
their  liearts  friendly  to  us,  would,  to  extricate  themselves, 
take  up  arms  in  favour  of  the  Crown  ;  and  therefore  that  it 
was  of  the  last  importance  to  them,  as  well  as  us,  that  the 
Army  immediately  attack  St.  John's,  which  would  cause 
them  to  take  up  arms  in  our  favour. 

Governour  Carleton  threatens  the  Canadians  with  fire 
and  sword,  except  they  assist  him  against  the  Colonies, 
and  the  Seigneurs  urge  them  to  it.  They  have  withstood 
Carleton  and  them,  and  keep  under  arms  throughout  most 
of  their  Parishes,  and  are  now  anxiously  watching  the 
scale  of  power. 

This  is  the  situation  of  allliirs  in  Canada,  according  to 
iny  most  painful  discovery. 

Given  under  my  hand,  upon  honour,  this  14th  day  of 
SeiHemier,  1775.  j^^^,^^  ^, ,  j,^. 

To  his  Excellency  General  Schuyler. 


Dear  Sir  :  It  is  with  the  utmost  concern  that  I  have 
no  account  from  the  party  of  men  you  were  to  have  sent 
me.  I  still  guard  the  River  Chamlly,  which,  through  my 
promises  to  them  of  your  men  coming,  has  increased  to 
near  three  hundred  men.  The  night  before  last  I  took  two 
balteaus,  one  of  which  was  armed  with  twenty  men,  only 
owing  to  the  Colonel  having  imprudently  taken  five  artil- 
lerymen coming  down  the  river  for  baggage,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  was  obliged  to  demand  a  re-enforcement 
to  defend  myself  in  case  of  an  attack  from  the  fort,  which 
happened  according  to  expectation.  I  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  kill  and  wound  ten  or  twelve;  the  rest,  being  six 
in  number,  escaped  to  the  upper  end  of  the  little  island, 
about  a  league  below  the  Fort  Chamhiy.  Had  I  not  re- 
ceived a  re-enforcement  by  art,  I  must  have  quitted  the 
country,  the  consequence  of  which  would  have  been  fatal 
to  me.  The  Canadians  desire  nothing  more  than  to  see  a 
party  of  your  men,  and  instead  of  three  hundred  men  now 
with  me,  could  procure  you  three  thousand.  They  are  at 
a  great  expense  to  me,  owing  to  their  want  of  flour,  the 
dryness  of  the  season  stopping  the  mills  entirely.  They 
brought  provisions  for  three  or  four  days.  1  was  under  the 
necessity  of  keeping  them  here,  at  the  expense  of  the  Co- 
lonists, so  as  not  to  lose  my  ground.  I  would  this  night 
set  to  lilocking  up  the  communication,  as  beforcmentioned, 
were  I  certain  of  your  men  arriving  to-morrow,  and  would 
engage  the  taking  of  St.  John's  without  exposing  your 
Army.  As  1  have  begun  a  war,  must  continue,  or  fly 
the  country,  unless  you  send  the  support  you  promised. 
I  am  almost  harassed  to  death,  as  the  Major  and  Colonel 
can  inform  you,  not  having  slept  six  hours  this  week  past, 
as  you  know  volunteers  cannot  be  kept  in  regular  order. 
Mr.  Dwrgan,  a  merchant  in  this  river,  gave  me  a  little 
relief  this  day,  by  assisting  me  with  liquor,  ammunition, 
k-c,  and  about  sixty  men,  though  I  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  casting  lead  into  balls.  Guns  are  much  wanting, 
but  hope  we  shall  soon  have  some.  Pray  God  i  may  he 
soon  relieved  from  this  dilemma,  and  send  a  party  to  our 
relief.  I  shall  still  keep  up  their  spirits  with  all  the  elo- 
quence 1  am  master  of.  May  Cod  protect  you  and  the 
Army,  support  the  justness  of  the  cause,  and  make  you 
instrumental  in  uniting  this  flourishing  Province  with  the 
United  Colonies  in  America,  is  the  sincere  wish  of  him 
who  is,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient  and 


take  them.  Yesterday  morning  1  sent  a  party  each  side  the 
river,  Col.  Allen  at  their  head,  to  take  the  vessels  at  Sorel, 
if  possible,  by  surprise.  iSumbers  of  people  tlock  to  them, 
and  make  no  doubt  they  will  carry  their  point.  1  have  cut 
otl"  the  communication  from  Montreal  to  Chambly.  We 
have  nothing  to  fear  here  at  present,  but  a  few  Seigneurs 
in  the  country,  endeavouring  to  raise  forces.  1  hope  Col. 
Allen's  presence  will  put  a  stop  to  it.  1  must  refer 
to  your  Lieutenant,  Brink,  for  the  characters  of  the  two 
prisoners,  and  their  good  intentions  towards  me.  Time 
will  not  admit  me  to  enlarge  upon  it. 

1  am  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

James  Livingston. 

P.  S.  A  little  cash  would  be  acceptable  at  this  juncture, 
and  enable  me  to  furnish  what  necessaries  might  be  want- 
ing. If  I  could  pay  the  inhabitihts  one-half  at  present, 
they  would  wait  for  the  remainder  till  all  matters  were 
finally  settled.  

JOSLIMI    REF.D  TO   MAJOR  FRENCH. 

Camp  al  Cambridge,  September  19,  1775. 

Sir:  His  Excellency  the  General  would  have  acknow- 
ledged your  favour  of  ihe  3d  instant,  under  his  hand, 
but  the  gentlemen  who  are  the  bearers  of  this  formed  a 
sudden  resolution,  and  a  pre-engagement  abroad  did  not 
permit  his  showing  you  this  mark  of  his  attention. 

Captain  iniling'wWl  deliver  you  all  the  letters  which 
have  been  sent  out  oi  Boston,  for  you;  if  any  more  should 
come,  they  shall  be  carefully  forwarded,  but  at  present  there 
is  a  total  interrujjtion  of  all  correspondence  between  the 
Town  and  this  camp.  The  reasons  Mr.  JVharton  can 
inform  you. 

The  General  has  directed  me  to  acquaint  you  that,  on 
the  fullest  consideration,  he  is  of  opinion  that  your  deten- 
tion is  both  justifiable  and  proper.  While  the  appellation 
of  rebel  is  supposed  to  sanctify  every  species  of  perfidy  and 
cruelty  towards  the  inhabitants  of  America,  it  would  be  a 
strange  misapplication  of  military  rules  to  enlarge  such 
gentlemen  as  may  think  themselves  bound  by  a  mistaken 
notion  of  duty  to  become  the  instruments  of  our  ruin. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
Joseph  Reed. 


devoted  servant. 


Livingston. 


Sir:  1  hereby  send  you  fifty-nineloavesof  bread,  and  six- 
teen quarters  of  beef,  conducted  by  Lieut.  Brink,  and  two 
prisoners,  one  of  them  a  considerable  merchant  in  Montreal. 
They  have  been  through  the  country  to  stir  up  the  people 
10  take  up  arms  against  us.    Accordingly,  I  sent  a  party  to 


i'khmit  to  import  powder. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  19,  1775. 

By  his  Erccllcncy  George  Washington,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  ihe  Armies  of  the  United  P rovinces  of  lioRTH- 
Amekica. 

Whereas  the  necessities  of  the  Army  under  my  com- 
mand, for  ammunition,  are  so  great  as  to  require  all  possible 
supplies,  and  Messrs.  Clark  ^-  Nightingale,  merchants  of 
Providence,  having  represented  to  me  that  they  will,  at 
their  own  risk,  undertake  to  procure,  from  the  Ifest-lndies 
or  elsewhere,  such  quantities  as  n-.ay  be  purchased,  provi- 
ded they  obtain  my  permission  for  this  purpose,  1  do  there- 
fore hereby  make  known  to  all  Committees  and  other 
persons  whatsoever,  that  the  voyage  now  proposed  by  the 
Sloop  Fly  and  the  Sloop  yeptunc  are  for  the  above  pur- 
pose, and  undertaken  with  my  privity  and  approbation, 
under  such  restrictions  and  engagements  as  the  Honourable 
Governour  Cooke,  of  Rhode-Island,  shall  think  proper,  to 
prevent  the  same  from  being  perverted  to  any  other  |)urpose 
than  that  above  specified.  And  I  do  recommend  it  to  all 
Committees  and  other  persons,  not  only  to  forbear  molesting 
or  inlerceiuing  them  on  the  voyage  aforesaid,  but  to  give 
them  all  assistance  and  countenance  within  their  power. 

ADUHESS   OK  THE   MAYOR,   ETC.,  OF    POOLE. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Burgesses,  and   prin- 
cipal Inhabitants  of  tiie  Town  and  County  o(  Poole,   pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  Knight  of  the 
Bath,  one  of  their  Representatives  in  Parliament. 
To  the  King's  Most  Ercrllent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  Burgesses,  and  principal  Inhabitants  of 
jour  Town  and  County  of  Poole,  most  humbly  beg  leave 
to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  unfeigned  duty  and  invio- 
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lable  attachment  to  your  Majesty's  sacred  person  and  royal  arrival  in  this  Province,  Captain  Tolhmache  and  Mr.  Logic, 
authority,  and  with 'thankful  hearts  to  acknowledge  your  and  was  in  hopes  His  Majesty's  service  to  the  north- 
Majesty's  paternal  care  and  viijilance  lor  the  honour  of  this  ward  would  have  permitted  some  little  attention  to  have 
Nation  and  the  general  good  of  your  subjects.  been  paid  to  the  southern  Provinces.     1  have  now  only  to 

Convinced  as^ve  are  that  nothing  has" been  wanting  on  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  this  Province  has  for  some 
your  Majesty's  part  to  accelerate  and  promote  these  great  time  been  in  a  state  of  open  rebellionj  and,  after  under 
and  glorious  ends,  permit  us,  royal  Sir,  to  express  liow 
deeply  we  are  affected  and  concerned  to  find  that  our  fel- 
low-subjects in  America  still  hold  out  an  obstinate  resist- 
ance to  the  legislative  authority  of  this  Kingdom  ;  but, 
nevertheless,  we  liope  that  the  time  is  not  far  off,  when 

these  unhappy  and  deluded  people  may  be  brought  to  a  know  him  to  be  a  man  who  has  great  influence  there ;  and, 
sense  of  their  duty,  and  obedience  to  the  laws  of  their  by  his  attachment  to  Government,  lie  has,  I  fear,  sacrificed 
parent  State  ;  and  it  is  our  most  ardent  wish  that  it  may  his  all.  He  has  acquainted  me  with  tlie  particulars  of  the 
be  the  work  of  your  Majesty's  justice  to  accomplish  that     plan  he  means  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency;  and  I 

am  convinced,  if  the  execution  is  not  delayed  too  long,  he 
may  be  made  very  useful  in  this  and  the  neighbouring 
Provinces,  Georgia  and  North-Carolina. 


going  many  mortifications  and  insults,  1  was  at  last  obliged, 
a  few  days  ago,  to  take  refuge  on  board  the  Tamar,  and 
leave  the  ofticers  of  the  Crown  disarmed,  and  confined  to 
Charlestown.  The  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Kirkland,  was  a 
Lieutenant  of  Militia  in  the  back   part  of  this  country.      I 


great  purpose. 

Permit  us,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  to  assure  you  that 
we  are  steadfast  in  our  allegiance,  unalterable  in  our  loyally, 
unanimous  in  the  defence  of  your  Majesty's  sacred  person 
and  Government ;  and  that  we  will  cheerfully  devote  the 
utmost  exertion  of  our  abilities  to  crush  all  impious  attempts, 
either  foreign  or  domestick,  to  subvert  our  present  ha|)py 
Constitution. 

Poole,  Snpteinber  20,  1775. 


:;OVERNOUR  TONYN    TO   GENERA 

St.  AugiistiiiL',  t 


.  (iAGE. 
fptciuber  20,  1775. 


I  have  the   honour  to  be,  with  great  regard.  Sir,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
William  Ca.mpbell. 

Norfolk,  Virginia,  September  CO,  1775. 

We  are  informed,  from  good  authority,  that  a  system  ol 
justice  similar  to  that  adopted  against  the  devoted  Town  of 
Boston  is  likely  to  be  established  in  this  Colony,  by  the 
renowned  Commodore  of  the  Virginia  fleet.  He  has  in 
the  course  of  this  week,  as  a  reprisal  for  the  loss  of  his  leii- 


Sir:  W'e  have  this  moment  intelligence  that  Thomas  der,  seized  every  vessel  belonging  to  Hampton  that  came 
Grtty,  an  Indian  trader,  with  four  Indians,  are  gone  to  witliin  his  reach,  and  thereby  rendere_d  himself  the  terrour 
hatchway,  the  residence  of  the  headmen  of  the  Indians  in  of  all  the  small  craft  and  fishing  boats  in  this  river;  espe- 
this  Province,  from  Jonathan  Brijnn,  with  a  lease  for  near  cially  the  latter,  having  brought  some  of  them  under  his 
one-half  of  this  Province,  which  Gray  is  to  get  the  Indians  stern,  by  a  discharge  of  his  cannon  at  them.  He  has  like- 
to  sign.     The  Superintendent  informed  your  Excellency  wise  seized  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  Eastern  Shore,  and 


of  Bryaii's  exploits  and  impositions  sometime  ago.  In 
consequence  of  those  transactions,  so  notoriously  base  and 
wicked,  I  issued  at  that  time  a  proclamation  against  Br^a?!. 
In  a  few  hours  will  set  out  a  Constable,  with  two  soldiers, 
who  will  also  be  appointed  Constables,  to  hatchway,  with 
a  talk  to  the  Cowkeeper  and  headmen,  and  a  Judge's 
warrant,  to  apprehend  Thomas  Gray,  wherever  they  can 
find  him. 

The  substance  of  my  talk  will  be  a  reward  to  apprehend 
Gray,  to  assist  the  Constables  in  bringing  him  safe  to  this 
place,  and  to  invite  the  four  Indians  to  come  here.  The 
plan  now  forming  in  Georgia  is  to  send  five  hundred  men, 
to  demand  Mr.  Stuart,  the  Saperintendent ;  if  he  be  not 
delivered  up,  which  most  certainly  he  will  not,  they  are  to 
attack  this  place,  and  take  him  by  force.  As  a  further  part 
of  this  plan,  Gray's  negotiation  is  with  a  view  to  gain  over 


having  honoured  the  passengers  solar  with  his  notice  as  to 
receive  them  on  board  his  own  vessel,  took  the  liberty  of 
sending  one  of  their  horses  as  a  present  to  Lord  Dunmore. 
This  act  of  generosity,  we  doubt  not,  will  gain  him  con- 
siderable interest  with  his  Lordship,  it  being  an  instance  ol 
his  industry  in  distressing  a  people  who  have  of  late  become 
obnoxious  to  his  Excellency  for  their  spirited  behaviour. 
We  hope  that  those  who  have  lived  under  and  enjoyed  the 
blessings  o['  ihe  British  Constitution  will  not  continue  tame 
spectators  of  such  flagrant  violations  of  its  most  salutary 
laws  in  defence  of  our  private  properly.  The  crimes  daily 
committed  by  this  plunderer  we  would  not  willingly  brand 
with  the  odious  name  of  piracy,  but  we  are  confident  they 
come  under  those  oflences  to  wliich  the  English  laws  have 
denied  the  benefit  of  clergy. 

We  are  just  informed  that  he  sent,  some  days  ago. 


the  Indians  to  co-operate  with  it,  when  Bryan  is  to  come     message  to  the  inhabitants  of  Hampton,  with  a  jjroposal, 


at  the  same  time  to  take  possession  of  the  land.  If  they 
gain  over  the  Indians,  it  may  not  be  impossible  they  may 
attempt  something.  If  they  do  not,  I  should  think  the  un- 
dertaking madness.  But,  indeed,  one  should  be  mad  to 
know  what  madmen  would  do.  Things  being  in  this  state, 
your  Excellency  will  not  in  the  least  wonder  if  I  make 
a  strong  remonstrance  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Fourteenth  Regiment,  to  remain  here  with  the  little  division 
of  his  corps,  until  I  hear  further  from  your  Excellency, 
should  even  the  three  Companies  of  the  Sixteenth  Regi- 
ment arrive.     Surely,  I  am  justified  in  this  measure  many 

..„„r.       'T'U„  ;.„ ." _r^i.-     .  ,_   /-< ..    D..,-.„,-„     .l.„ 


that  if  they  would  return  the  stores,  &ic.,  taken  on  board 
the  tender,  he  would  molest  thein  no  longer,  but  retire 
peaceably  to  his  old  station.  This  proposition  being  taken 
under  consideration  by  the  principal  inliabitants,  an  answer 
was  returned,  promising  a  compliance  with  the  Captain's 
request,  provided  he  would  deliver  up  a  negro  slave  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Henry  King,  who  has  long  acted  as  a  pilot 
to  the  Otter;  but  this  honest  Captain,  as  well  on  account 
of  the  fellow's  knowledge  of  the  rivers  as  his  singular  at- 
tachment and  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign,  refused  ;  and,  after 
damnins  the  impudence  of  these  people  in  demanding  his 


ways.    The  importance  of  this  post  to  Great  Britain,  the      Ethiojjian  director,  swore  he  would  make  them  no  other 


very  great  consequence  of  the  fori,  the  value  of  the  King 
ordnance,  the  communication  and  access  to  the  Indians, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  Province. 

[  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  very  ereat  respect.  Sir, 
your  Lxcellenc}  's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
Patrick  Tonyn. 

P.  S.  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  take  notice, 
1  do  not  intend  to  remonstrate  for  the  detention  of  the 
remainder  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment,  without  the  fullest 
conviction  of  the  designs  of  the  rebels  against  this  Province 
beini  carried  into  execution. 


GOVERNOUR  LORD  WILLIAM  CAMPBELL  TO  GENERAL  GAGE. 

Tamar,  in  Rebellion  Roads,  September  30,  1775. 

Sir:  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Excel- 
lency, by  the  only  two  opportunities  that  offered  since  my 


reply  than  what  his  cannon  could  give  them.  Accordingly 
he  has  taken  his  station  between  the  two  bars,  to  be  more 
convenient  for  the  business. 


EXPLANATION   OF   THE    DEVICES   ON   THE   rO.VTINENTAL 
lill.LS   OF   CREDIT. 

Pliibiielphia.  (iciober  20,  1775. 

An  emblematical  device,  when  rightly  formed,  is  said  to 
consist  of  two  parts — a  body  and  a  mind — neither  of  which 
is  complete  or  intelligible  without  the  aid  of  the  other.  The 
figure  is  called  the  body;  the  motto  the  mind.  These  that 
I  am  about  to  consider  appear  formed  on  that  rule,  and 
seem  to  relate  to  the  present  struggle  between  the  Colonies 
and  the  tyrant  State,  for  liberty,  property,  and  safety,  on 
the  one  hand,  for  absolute  power  and  plunder  on  the 
other. 

On  one  denomination  of  the  bills  there  is  the  figure  of 
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a  harp,  with  this  motto:  Majora  minoribus  consonant ;  hte- 
rally,  "  The  greater  and  smaller  ones  found  together."  As 
the  harp  is  an  instrument  composed  of  great  and  small 
strings,  included  in  a  strong  frame,  and  all  so  tuned  as  to 
a"ree  in  concord  with  each  other,  1  conceive  that  the  frame 
mV  be  intended  to  represent  our  new  Government  by  a 
Continental  Congress;  and  the  strings,  of  different  lengths 
and  substance,  either  the  several  Colonies  of  different  weight 
and  force,  or  the  various  ranks  of  people  in  all  of  them, 
who  are  now  united  by  that  Government  in  the  most  perfect 
harmony. 

On  another  bill  is  impressed  a  wild  boar  of  the  forest 
rushing  on  the  spear  of  the  hunter,  with  this  motto :  Aut 
mors,  nut  vita  decora;  which  may  be  translated,  "Death 
or  Liberty."  The  wild  boar  is  an  animal  of  great  strength 
and  courage,  armed  with  long  and  sharp  tusks,  which  he 
well  knows  how  to  use  in  his  defence.  He  is  inoffensive 
while  suffered  to  enjoy  his  freedom  ;  but,  when  roused  and 
wounded  by  the  hunter,  often  turns  and  makes  him  pay 
dearly  for  his  injustice  and  temerity. 

On  another  is  drawn  an  eagle,  on  the  wing,  pouncing 
upon  a  crane,  who  turns  upon  his  back  and  receives  the 
eagle  on  the  point  of  his  long  bill,  which  pierces  the  eagle's 
breast,  with  tliis  motto  :  Exitus  in  dubio  est ;  "  The  event 
h  uncertain."  The  eagle,  I  suppose,  represents  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  the  crane  America.  This  device  offers  an  admoni- 
tion to  each  of  the  contending  parties.  To  the  crane,  not 
to  depend  too  much  on  the  success  of  its  endeavours  to 
avoid  the  contest,  by  petition,  negotiation,  Sec,  but  prepare 
for  using  the  means  of  defence  God  and  nature  hath  given 
it ;  and  to  the  eagle,  not  to  presume  on  its  superiour  strength, 
since  a  weaker  bird  may  wound  it  mortally. 

Sunt  dubii  eventus,  incertaiiuo  prcelia  m.irtis 
Vincitur,  baud  raro,  qui  prope  victor  erat. 

On  another  bill  we  have  a  thorny  bush,  which  a  hand 
serins  attempting  to  eradicate ;  the  hand  appears  to  bleed, 
as  pricked  by  the  spines.  The  motto  is,  Justine  vel  ab- 
sline ;  which  may  be  rendered,  "Bear  witli  me,  or  let  me 
alone  ;"  or  thus, "  Either  support  or  leave  me."  The  bush 
1  suppose  to  mean  America,  and  the  bleeding  hand  Bri- 
tain. Would  to  God  that  bleeding  were  stopped;  the 
wounds  of  that  hand  healed,  and  its  future  operations  di- 
rected by  wisdom  and  equity;  so  shall  the  hawthorn  flourish, 
and  form  an  hedge  around  it,  annoying  with  her  thorns  only 
its  invading  enemies. 

Auolhur  has  the  figure  of  a  beaver  gnawing  a  large  tree, 
with  this  motto  :  I'crscvcrandu  ;  "  By  perseverance."  1  ap- 
prehend the  great  tree  may  be  intended  to  represent  the 
enormous  power  Britain  has  assumed  over  us,  and  endea- 
vours to  enforce  by  arms,  of  ta,\ing  us  at  pleasure,  "  and 
binding  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever  ;"  or  the  exorbitant  profits 
she  makes  by  monopolizing  our  commerce.  Then  the 
beaver,  which  is  known  to  be  able,  by  assiduous  and  steady 
working,  to  fell  large  trees,  may  s\gn]fy  America ;  which 
by  perseverance  in  her  present  measures,  will  probably 
reduce  that  power  within  proper  bounds,  and,  by  estab- 
lishing the  most  necessary  manuluctures  among  ourselves, 
abolish  the  British  monopoly. 

On  another  bill  we  have  the  plant  acanthus,  sprouting 
on  all  sides  under  a  weight  placed  upon  it,  with  the  motto, 
Deprcssa  rcsurgit ;  "  T\\Qng\\  oppressed,  it  rises."  The 
ancients  tell  us  that  the  sight  of  such  an  accidental  circum- 
stance gave  the  first  hint  to  an  arc'iitect  in  forming  the 
beautiful  capital  of  the  Corinthian  column.  This,  perhaps, 
was  intended  to  encourage  us,  by  representing  that  our  |)re- 
sunt  oppressions  will  not  destroy  us,  but  that  they  may,  by 
increasing  our  industry,  and  forcing  it  into  new  com'ses, 
increase  the  prosperity  of  our  Country,  and  estaljlish  that 
piosperity  on  the  base  of  liberty,  and  liie  wcll-jMoportinncd 
pillar  of  property,  elevated  for  a  pleasing  spectacle  to  all 
connoisseurs,  who  can  taste  and  delight  in  the  arcliitectuie 
of  human  happiness. 

The  figure  of  a  hand  and  flail  over  sheaves  of  wheat, 
with  the  moi\.o,Tribulatio ditiit ;  "  Thrashing  improves  it," 
which  we  find  pi'inted  on  another  of  the  bills,  may  perhaps 
be  intended  to  admonish  us,  that  though  at  present  we  are 
under  the  flail,  its  blows,  how  hard  soever,  will  be  rather 
advantageous  than  hurtful  to  us  ;  for  they  will  bring  forth 
every  grain  of  genius  and  merit,  in  arts,  manufactures,  war, 
and  council,  that  are  now  concealed  in  the  husk,  and  then 
the  breath  of  a  breeze  will  be  sufficient  to  separate  from  us 


all  the  chaff  of  toryism.  Tribulation,  too,  in  our  English 
sense  of  the  word,  improves  the  mind;  it  makes  us  hum- 
ble, and  tends  to  make  us  wiser;  and  thrashing,  in  one  of 
its  senses,  that  of  beating,  often  improves  those  that  are 
thrashed.  Many  an  unwarlike  nation  have  been  beaten 
into  heroes  by  troublesome  warlike  neighbours;  and  the 
continuance  of  a  war,  though  it  lessen  the  numbers  of  a 
people,  often  increases  its  strength  by  the  increased  disci- 
pline and  consequent  courage  of  the  number  remaining. 
Thus  England,  after  her  civil  war,  in  which  her  people 
thrashed  one  another,  became  more  formidable  to  her  neigh- 
bours. The  puhlick  distress,  too,  that  arises  from  war,  by 
increasing  frugaliiy  and  industry,  often  gives  habits  that 
remain  after  the  distress  is  over,  and  thereby  naturally  en- 
riches those  on  whom  it  has  enforced  those  enriching 
virtues. 

Another  of  the  bills  has,  for  its  device,  a  storm  descend- 
ing from  a  black  heavy  cloud,  with  the  motto,  Serenabit ; 
"  It  will  clear  up."  This  seems  designed  to  encourage  the 
dejected,  who  may  be  too  sensible  of  present  inconveniences, 
and  fear  their  continuance.  It  reminds  them,  agreeable  to 
the  adage,  that  after  a  storm  comes  a  calm  ;  or,  as  Horace 
more  elegantly  has  it, 

liitonnes  hieines  reducit  Jupiter  :  idem  sumraovel. 
Sic  erit. — Neipie  scinpor  arcum  tendit  Apollo. 

On  another  bill  there  is  stamped  the  representation  of  a 
lcm()estuous  sea  ;  a  face,  with  swollen  cheeks,  wrapped  up 
in  a  black  cloud,  appearing  to  blow  violently  on  the  waters  ; 
the  waves  high,  and  all  rolling  one  way.  The  motto,  T'i 
concitatte ;  which  may  be  rendered,  "Raised  by  force." 
From  the  remotest  aiuiquity,  in  figurative  language,  great 
waters  have  signified  the  people,  and  waves  an  insurrection. 
The  people,  of  themselves,  are  supposed  as  naturally  in- 
clined to  be  still  as  the  waters  to  remain  level  and  quiet. 
Their  rising  here  appears  not  to  be  from  any  internal  cause, 
but  from  an  external  power,  expressed  by  the  head  of 
^Eolus,  god  of  the  winds,  or  Boreas,  the  north  wind,  as 
usually  the  most  violent,  acting  furiously  upon  them.  The 
black  cloud,  perhaps,  designs  the  British  Parliament,  and 
the  waves  the  Colonies.  Their  rolling  all  in  one  direction 
shows  that  the  very  force  used  against  them  has  produced 
their  unanimity.  On  the  reverse  of  this  bill  we  have  a 
smooth  sea;  the  sails  of  ships,  on  that  sea,  hanging  loose, 
show  a  perfect  calm  ;  the  sun  shining  fully  denotes  a  clear 
sky.  The  motto  is,  Ccssante  vento,  conquiescemus ;  "  The 
wind  ceasing,  we  shall  be  quiet."  Supposing  my  explana- 
tion of  the  preceding  device  to  be  right,  this  would  proba- 
bly import,  that  when  those  violent  acts  of  power,  which 
have  roused  the  Colonies,  are  repealed,  they  will  return  to 
their  former  tranquillity.  Britain  seems  thus  charged  with 
being  the  sole  cause  of  the  present  civil  war,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  only  mode  of  putting  an  end  to  it  is  thus 
plainly  pointed  out  to  her. 

The  last  is  a  wreath  of  laurel  on  a  marble  monument  or 
altar.  The  motto.  Si  rectc  fades;  "If  you  act  rightly." 
This  seems  intended  as  an  encouragement  to  a  brave  and 
steady  conduct  in  defence  of  our  liberties,  as  it  promises  to 
crown  with  honour,  by  the  laurel  wreath,  those  who  perse- 
vere to  the  end  in  well-doing;  and  with  a  long  duration  of 
that  honour,  expressed  by  the  monument  of  marble. 

A  learned  friend  of  mine  thinks  this  device  more  par- 
ticularly addressed  to  the  Congress.  He  says  the  ancients 
composed  for  their  heroes  a  wreath  of  laurel,  oak  and  olive 
twigs  interwoven,  agreeable  to  the  distich, 

i;  laurn,  qiiiTCu,  aliinc  oloa  diicp  di;rna  corona, 
Pniduntcm,  fortein,  pacilicumque  docet. 

Of  laurel,  as  that  tree  was  dedicated  to  Apollo,  SiXii  under- 
stood to  signify  knowledge  and  |)rudence ;  of  oak,  as  per- 
taining yo  Jupiter,  and  expressing  fortitude  ;  of  olive,  as  the 
tree  of  Pallas,  and  as  a  symbol  of  peace.  The  w  hole  to 
sliow  that  those  who  are  intrusted  to  conduct  the  great 
affairs  of  mankind  should  act  prudently  and  firmly,  retain- 
ing, above  all,  a  pacifick  disposition.  This  wreath  was  first 
placed  on  an  altar,  to  admonish  the  hero  who  was  to  be 
crowned  with  it,  that  true  glory  is  founded  on  and  proceeds 
from  piety.  My  friend  therefore  thinks  the  present  device 
might  intend  a  wreath  of  that  composite  kind,  though,  from 
the  smallness  of  the  work,  the  engraver  could  not  mark 
distinctly  the  differing  leaves.  And  he  is  rather  confirmed 
in  his  0[)inion  that  this  is  designed  as  an  admonition  to  the 
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Congress,  wlien'  he  considers  the  passage  in  Horace  from 
wlience  the  motto  is  taken, 

Re\  oris,  aiunt, 
Si  recte  ficics. 

To  which  also  Ausoniits  alludes: 

Not   the  King's  Parliament,  who  act  wrong,  but  the  peo- 
ple's Congress,  if  it  acts  right,  shall  govern  America. 


JOHN  HANCOCK  TO  NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Pliiladelphia,  September  20,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  As  Gen.  Schuyler  is  engaged  in  an  expe- 
dition of  immense  consequence  to  the  United  Colonies,  and 
it  being  of  the  last  im|5ortance  that  he  be  properly  sup- 
ported, in  order  to  ensme  succe-s,  or  at  least  to  prevent  a 
repulse,  1  am  directed  by  the  Congress  to  write  to  you,  and 
direct  you  innnediately  to  send  forward  the  whole  of  the 
Troops  ordered  to  be  raised  in  your  Colony,  properly 
equipped,  in  order  to  join  General  Schuyler  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
John  Hancock,  FresiJcnr. 
To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  Commit- 
tee of  Safely,  Neio-  York. 


NEW-YORK  DELEGATES  TO  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

PUiladelphia,  Soptembur  20,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  the  honour  of  your  favour  of  the 
9th  instant,  whicli  we  instantly  communicated  to  the  Con- 
gress. Deputy  .\djutant  Fleming's  commission,  with  tiie 
rank  of  Colonel,  and  a  number  of  blanks,  which  you  re- 
quest, have  already  been  forwarded;  and  you  may  be 
assured  that  we  shall  be  attentive  to  your  want  of  powder, 
and  embrace  every  opportunity  to  sup|)ly  it. 

The  article  of  tea  gives  us  real  anxiet)-.  We  sincerely 
wish  to  relieve  our  sulfering  fellow-citizens,  by  enabling 
them  to  dispose  of  what,  so  much  to  their  misfortune, 
lies  useless  and  perishing  upon  their  hands.  You  cannot 
be  insensible  of  the  delicacy  of  this  subject,  and  how  many 
dirticulties  we  have  to  struggle  with  to  accomplish  your 
humane  request ;  whether  we  shall  succeed  or  not,  it  is  out 
of  our  jjower  to  determine.  We  are  not  without  hopes ; 
but  whatever  may  be  the  event,  you  may  rely  upon  our 
utmost  exertions  to  obtain  the  permission  which  you  solicit. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servants, 

James  Duane,  Roh't  R.  Livingston,  Jin.. 
John  Alsop,      Fkanlis  Lewis. 
John  Jay, 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  ?\iw-York. 


JOHN"  HANCOCK  TO  GENERAL  WOOSTER. 

PiaKidjIphia,  September  20,  1775. 

Sir:  The  necessity  of  supporting  General  Schuyler  in 
the  important  enterprise  he  is  now  engaged  in  has  induced 
tlie  Congress  to  direct  you  immediately,  on  receipt  of  this, 
to  march  with  the  Troops  under  your  command  to  Albany, 
there  to  await  the  orders  of  General  Schuyler,  in  case  he 
should  want  your  assistance;  and  you  will  please,  without 
loss  of  time,  to  proceed. 
By  order  of  the  Congress  : 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  David  Woostcr,  Esq.,  Brigadier-General  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  Colonies,  and  Commander  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Forces  at  Harlem. 


JOHN  HANCOCK  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia,  September  20,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant  was  received  yester- 
day, and  laid  before  the  Congress.  I  am  directed  to  express 
their  approbation  of  your  conduct,  as  stated  in  your  letter. 
Your  taking  possession  of  the  hle-aui-Noix,  and  the  pro- 
posed measures  for  preventing  the  enemy's  vessels  from 
entering  the  lake,  appear  to  them  highly  expedient  and 
necessary.  The  Congress  have  such  a  sense  of  the  impor- 
tance of  that  post,  as  to  wish  it  may  not  be  abandoned 
without  the  most  mature  consideration,  or  the  most  pressing 
necessity.  They  view  the  expedition  intrusted  to  your 
care  as  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the  general  cause ; 
and  as  they  clearly  foresee  that  its  influence,  whether  suc- 
cessful or  otherwise,  will  be  great  and  extensive,  they  are 
desirous  that  nothing  necessary  to  give  it  a  fortunate  issue 
may  be  omitted.  They  have  ordered  all  the  forces  raised 
in  New-York  immediately  to  join  you;  and  those  under 
General  Woostcr  to  march  immediately  to  Albany;  from 
whence,  if  you  should  think  such  re-enforcement  necessary, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  order  them.  Should  you  stand  in 
need  of  further  re-enlbrcement,  the  Congress  desire  you  will 
apply  to  General  Washington. 

The  Congress  repose  tiie  highest  confidence  in  the  abili- 
ties, the  zeal,  and  the  alacrity  of  the  ollicers  and  forces  em- 
ployed on  this  expedition.  They  are  determined  to  spare 
neither  men  nor  money  ;  and  should  the  Canadians  remain 
neuter,  flatter  themselves  that  the  enterprise  will  be  crowned 
with  success,  notwithstanding  the  great  and  various  diffi- 
culties to  which  it  has  been  and  still  is  exposed. 

It  is  with  great  concern  that  the  Congress  hear  of  your 
indisposition.  They  desire  me  to  assure  you  of  their  warm- 
est wishes  for  your  recovery,  and  to  request  that,  in  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  your  station,  you  will  not  omit  the 
attention  due  to  the  re-establishment  of  your  health. 

I  am,  &c.     By  order  of  the  Congress  : 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  General  Schuyler. 


JOSIAH  BARTLETT  AND  JOHN  LANGDON  TO  THE  NEW-HA.Ji'- 
SHIRF.  COMMITTEE   OF   SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  Septembfr  20,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Yesterday  it  was  moved  in  Congress  to 
discharge  Colonel  Fenlon  from  his  confinement.  It  seems 
that  living  at  Hartford  had  aff()rded  him  an  opportunity  to 
see  several  of  the  members,  as  they  passed  to  and  from  the 
Army  ;  and,  by  his  politeness  and  address,  and  by  telling 
how  much  he  had  suffered,  had  prejudiced  some  of  them 
that  he  had  been  hardly  dealt  with  by  us.  The  copy  of 
a  letter  from  General  Putnam  was  also  produced,  wherein 
he  says,  that  "  the  populace  had  seized  him,  and  carried 
him  before  the  Congress  oi ycic-Hampshirt;  and  that,  after 
a  full  hearing,  they  could  not  find  that  he  had  done  any 
thing  against  the  liberties  of  America,  in  woid  or  deed  ; 
but,  for  fear  that  he  might,  had  ordered  him  to  be  confined." 
But,  as  we  knew  the  whole  of  that  aflair,  we  convinced 
the  Congress  that  our  Convention  had  done  right.  The 
Congress  passed  a  resolution  to  this  effect :  "  That  whereas 
the  Convention  of  the  Colony  of  jSew-Humpshire  had 
prudently  and  justly  ordered  Colonel  John  Fenton  to  be 
confined  ;  and  that  he  being  now  desirous  to  remove  to 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  therefore  resolved  that  General 
Washington  be  dii'ected  to  allow  Colonel  Fenton  to  repair 
forthwith  to  New-York,  and  from  tlience  to  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland,  on  his  giving  his  parole  not  to  take  up  arms 
against  America;"  which  order  your  Delegates  consented 
to,  thinking  it  better  than  keeping  him  confined  at  the 
publick  expense. 

As  to  publick  news,  you  will  see  it  in  the  publick  prmts, 
and  we  have  no  other  that  we  can  at  jiresent  communicate. 
We  should  be  glad  to  receive  from  you  all  possible  intelli- 
gence of  our  affairs,  and  shall  think  it  our  duty  to  write 
you  often,  even  though  it  were  only  to  tell  you  we  ha\e 
nothing  new  to  inform  you  of. 

We  are  your  most  obedient  hninble  servants, 

JosIAH    BaRTLETT- 
JoHN    LAN(iD0N. 

Maithcxc  Thornton,  Es(j.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  oi 
Safety,  Nev>Humpshirc.     To  be  ccmmunicated. 


OFFICERS    CHOSEN     IN    PAWLING  S     PRECINCT,     DUTCHESS 
COUNTY,   NEW-VOKK. 

In  Captain  Coon's  Company:  .7ohn  Van  Duser,  Captain  : 
Valentine  Wheeler,  First  Lieutenant ;  Luke  Wolcotl,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant;  Ruitf  Knickerbacker,  Ensign. 

In  Captain  Ephraim  Fray's  Company:  Isaac  Talman, 
Captain  ;  Ichabod  Ward,  First  Lieutenant ;  Andrew  More- 
house, Jr.,  Second  Lieutenant;  Ezra  Rutty,  Ensign. 

In  Captain  Thomas  .Sheldon's  Company  :  James  Mar- 
tin, Captain  ;  Benjamin  Elliott,  F\rst  Lieutenant ;  Stephen 
Akin,  Second  Lieutenant;  Nathan  Burdick,  Ensi"n. 
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Dutchess  County,  Pawling's  Precinct,  September  20,  1775. 

Sir:  These  are  to  desire  you  to  acquaint  the  Congress 
that  the  ahove  i;entlemen  were  chosen  by  the  respective 
Companies,  as  their  Officers,  in  Pimlhig's  Precinct;  and 
now  they  stand  ready,  as  soon  as  commissioned,  to  act 
under  the  inHuence  and  direction  of  tlie  Continental  and 
Provincial  Congresses. 

Per  order  of  the  Conimitlco: 

Henby  Carv,  Cliainmn. 


OKNERAtj  SCHITLKR  TO  fJOVKRNOLR  TRUMBULL. 

Ticondcroga,  September  20,  177.5. 

Sir  :  Your  Honour's  several  letters  of  the  "2611)  and  ^Stli 
ult.,  and  11th  instant,  I  have  received.  A  very  severe  fit 
of  illness,  which  attacked  me  before  I  left  this,  had  brought 
me  so  extremely  low,  that  it  was  thought  necessary  1  should 
return  here,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  recover  my  liealth.  I 
find  myself,  though  very  weak,  yet  much  better,  and  hope 
soon  to  be  able  to  rejoin  my  Army,  which  is  now  besieg- 
ing .S'(.  John's  ;  from  which  place  all  the  savages  are  retired, 
at  the  request,  1  suppose,  of  the  Siv  Nations,  who  have 
sent  Deputies  to  Canada  for  that  purpose.  1  hope  soon  to 
give  your  Honour  a  favourable  account  of  our  operations. 
Our  sick,  especially  of  the  Troojjs  of  your  Colony,  multi- 
ply with  an  alarming  rapidity.  I  discharge  such  as  are 
able  to  get  home,  and  the  remainder  1  send  to  Fort  George, 
where  I  have  established  a  hospital.  I  shall  be  happy.  Sir, 
if  I  can  find  a  place  for  Lieutenant  Ilalsci/.  His  disa]i- 
pointment  did  not  arise  from  any  order  or  arrangement  of 
mine. 

I  am  surprised  at  the  impropriety  of  Mr.  Phcliis's  con- 
duct, in  the  application  he  has  made  to  your  Pay  Table. 
1  shall  order  all  the  accounts  to  be  discharged  as  soon  as 
the  Paymaster-General  returns  here  from  the  Army,  whom 
1  expect  in  a  very  few  days,  and  as  soon  as  I  am  furnished 
with  the  accounts  to  annex  the  warrants.  IMajor  Ilobbij 
and  Captain  yV/cfK/,  who  were  wounded,  are  out  of  danger. 
The  loss  of  two  such  very  good  ollicers  distressed  me 
much. 

I  am,  with  sentiments  of  esteem,  your  Honour's  most 

obedient  and  humble  servant,  r,  c 

'  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull. 

P.  S.  Be  pleased  to  forward  the  enclosed  lettei  to  Gen- 
eral Ifashington  by  the  first  safe  hand. 


GENERAL    SCHUVLK.R  TO   CENEKAL   WASHINGTON. 

Ticondcroga,  i^eptcmber  20,  1775. 
Dear  Sir:  The  day  after  I  did  myself  the  honour  to 
vvi'ite  your  Excellency  fiom  Albany,  I  set  out  for  this  place, 
and  arrived  here  on  the  3()th  ult.,  much  indisposed  with  a 
bilious  fever;  next  day  I  followed  General  Montgomery, 
whom  I  overtook  on  the  -Itli  instant,  at  the  hlc-la-Mottc, 
he  having  been  detained  by  adverse  winds  and  rainy 
weather.  On  that  day  we  moved  on  to  Isk-aur-Noir, 
(twelve  miles  south  of  St.  John's.)  On  the  .5th  I  drew 
a  declaration,  (but  was  so  ill  that  it  is  not  such  as  I  could 
wish,  copy  of  which.  No.  1.,  you  have  enclosed,)  which  I 
sent  into  Canada  by  Major  Brown  and  Mr.  Allen  ;  and  as 
we  judged  going  to  St.  John's,  weak  as  we  were,  (our 
number  not  exceeding  one  thousand,  and  the  little  artillery 
we  had  not  come  up.)  might  have  a  good  effect  on  the 
Canadians,  and  encourage  them  to  join  us,  we  resolved 
upon  the  measure,  and  landed  our  baggage  and  ])rovisions, 
except  for  four  days,  and  early  on  the  (ith  embarked,  and 
without  any  obstructions  proceeded  towardsiSV./oA/t',?.  When 
we  arrived  in  sight  of  it,  and  at  the  distance  of  about  two 
miles,  the  enemy  began  to  cannonade,  but  did  ns  no  damage. 
AVe  approached  half  a  mile  nearer,  and  then  landed,  with- 
out opposition,  in  a  close  deep  swamp,  which  extends  to 
very  near  the  fort.  Here  we  formed,  and  marched  in  the 
best  order  we  could  towards  the  fort,  to  reconnoitre.  Major 
Hobby,  of  H'aterbury's  Regiment,  with  a  detachment, 
flanked  the  left  wing,  and  was  something  advanced  before 
the  main  body,  when  he  was  attacked  in  crossing  a  deep 
muddy  brook  by  a  party  of  Indians,  from  whom  he  received 
a  heavy  fire  ;  but  our  men  pushing  on,  they  soon  gave  way 
and  left  us  the  ground.  In  this  rencounter  we  had  a  Ser- 
geant, a  Corporal,  and  three  Privates  killed,  and  one  miss- 


ing; eight  Privates  wounded,  three  of  which  died  the 
ensuing  night.  .Major  Hubby  shot  through  the  thigh, 
Capt.  Mead  through  the  shoulder,  and  Lieutenant  Broicn 
in  the  hand.  These  gentlemen  are  all  out  of  danger. 
Night  coming  on,  and  the  swamp  almost  impassable,  we 
drew  our  men  together,  and  cast  up  a  small  intrenchment, 
to  defend  ourselves  in  case  of  an   attack.    In  the  nii^hi,  a 

gentleman  (.Mr ,  whose  name  I  can  only  mention 

to  your  Excellency,  not  having  even  ventured  it  to  the 
Congress,  and  therefore  beg  you  to  erase  the  scored  part 
of  the  letter  after  perusal)  came  to  me  and  gave  me  tiie 
following  account :  "  That  there  were  no  regular  Troo|is 
\nCanada,  but  theTwenty-Sixth  Regiment.  That  all  these, 
except  fifty  at  Montreal,  were  at  St.  John's  and  Chambly. 
That  there  were  then  at  St.  John's  about  one  himdred  In- 
dians, and  that  there  was  a  considerable  body  with  Colonel 
Johnson.  That  the  fortifications  were  complete  and  strong, 
and  plentifully  furnished  with  cannon.  That  the  vessel 
was  launched,  and  had  one  mast  in,  and  the  other  ready 
to  raise.  That  she  would  be  ready  to  sail  in  three  or  four 
days,  and  is  to  carry  sixteen  guns.  That  he  does  not 
believe  that  our  Army  will  be  joined  by  one  Canadian. 
That  they  wish  to  be  neuter  on  the  occasion  ;  but  if  we 
should  penetrate  into  Canada,  it  would  not  displease  them, 
provided  their  persons  and  properties  were  safe,  and  we 
paid  them  in  gold  and  silver  for  what  we  had.  Tiiat,  in 
the  situation  we  were  in,  he  judged  it  would  be  imprudent 
to  attack  St.  John's,  and  advised  us  to  send  some  parties 
amongst  the  inhabitants,  and  the  remainder  of  the  .\rmy 
to  retire  to  ihe  Jsle-aux-Noix,  from  whence  we  might  have 
an  intercourse  with  La  Frairie.  He  told  me  that  in  the 
afternoon's  engagement  five  Indians  were  killed  and  four 
badly  wounded,  besides  several  others,  the  condition  of 
whose  wounds  he  did  not  know,  and  Captain  Tyce,  of 
Johnstoicn,  who  was  wounded  in  the  belly." 

On  the  7th,  in  the  morning,  having  been  undisturbed 
through  the  night,  excepting  by  a  few  shells,  which  did  no 
other  damage  than  slightly  wounding  Lieutenant  Mills,  I 
called  a  council  of  war  of  all  the  Field-OtEcers  present, 
to  whom  I  communicated  the  information  I  had  received, 
and  enclose  a  copy  of  their  opinion.  No.  2;  which  being 
]icrfectly  consonant  to  my  own,  I  immediately  ordered  the 
Troops  to  embark,  and  we  retired. 

On  my  return  to  Isk-atLr-Noir,  I  immediately  began  to 
f  )rtify  the  place,  and  to  throw  a  boom  across  the  channel, 
until  my  artillery  should  come  up.  On  the  9th,  1  received 
a  letter  from  Canada,  without  signature,  but  which  I  knew 
to  be  written  by  .Mr.  James  Livingston,  (copy  enclosed 
No.  3.)  As  I  had  through  other  channels  a  corroboration 
of  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  former  part  of  his  let- 
ter, I  resolved,  as  i  had  not  yet  my  artillery,  to  detach  five 
hundred  men  into  Canada,  and  gave  orders  on  the  !*ih 
for  their  embarkation  on  the  10th,  with  an  additional  num- 
ber of  about  three  hundred,  to  cover  their  landing  and 
bring  back  the  boats.  Copy  of  my  instructions  to  the 
commanding  officer  enclosed,  No.  4. 

F^or  the  event  of  this  intended  expedition,  seethe  paper 
No.  5,  which  was  drawn  and  delivered  ine  by  one  of  the 
party,  and  fiom  what  1  can  learn  is  just  this.  This  body 
returned  on  Monday,  the  llih.  On  Tuesday,  the  I'ith, 
I  found  1  had  upwards  of  six  hundred  sick ;  H'aterbury's 
Regiment  being  reduced  to  less  than  l\ve  hundred.  Gen- 
eral Montgomery  (for  I  was  too  ill  to  leave  my  bed)  per- 
ceived, however,  with  pleasure,  that  the  men  were  unable 
to  bear  the  reproach  of  their  late  unbecoming  behaviour, 
and  taking  advantage  of  this  happy  return  to  a  sense  of 
their  duty,  on  the  13lh,  I  issued  the  orders  contained  in  the 
paper  No.  G.  The  11th  |iroved  rainy,  and  retarded  the 
embarkation  of  the  cannon.  On  this  day  Colonel  Altai 
arrived,  and  made  the  report  No.  7,  and  1  found  myself  so 
much  better  that  1  had  hopes  of  moving  with  the  Army; 
but  by  ten  at  night  my  disorder  reattacked  me  with  double 
violence,  and  every  fair  prospect  of  a  speedy  recovery 
vanished.  Great  part  of  the  15th  rainy;  the  embarkation 
much  retarded  by  it.  On  the  same  day  I  received  the 
letter  of  which  No.  8  is  a  copy.  On  the  16th  I  was 
put  into  a  covered  boat,  and  left  Isle-aux-Noix ;  and  as  it 
rained  part  of  the  day,  I  do  not  suppose  that  General 
Montgomery  could  move  until  the  17tli,  which  proved  fair. 

The  mode  of  the  intended  attack  on  St.  John's,  &.C.,  as 
iudged  best  both  by  General  Montsromcry  and  myself,  was 
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as  follows:  to  land  as  near  the  fort  as  we  did  the  fiist  time  I  am  indehted  to  General  Lee  and  Colonel  Reed  for  a 
we  went  down  ;  the  two  row-galleys,  carrying  a  twelve-  letter,  but  I  am  too  feeble  to  write.  Be  pleased  to  assure 
pounder  each,  and  well  manned.  The  sloo|)  and  schooner,  them  of  my  respect,  and  be  so  good  as  to  make  my  com- 
and  ten  batteaus,  with  picked  men,  to  lie  in  the  river,  pliments  acceptable  to  all  the  gentlemen  of  your  suit, 
ready  to  attack  the  enemy's  schooner,  which  is  complete  1  am,  my  dear  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  carries  sixteen  guns,  in  case  she  should  attempt  to     humble  servant,  p  „ 

destroy  our  boats  or  get  to  the  southward  of  them,  and  t^HiLip  Schuyler. 

thereby  effectually  cut  off  all  communication  between  this     His  Excellency  General  fVashiiigton. 

place  and  the  Army.    After  this  naval  arrangement,  which  

will  take  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  five  hundred  men  to 

be  sent,  as  a  corps  of  observation,  to  intercept  any  succours  *^°''°'^'^''  ^'"'^'^  ^^'^^'^-  '^'^  <^^^^--^^^  Montgomery. 

between  St.  John's  and  Cliambly,  and  to  keep  as  near  the  ^'-  '^'""■■^'  September  20,  1775. 

former  as  possible  ;  two  hundred  men  at  the  proposed  Excellent  Sir  :  I  am  now  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Tuors, 
landing,  to  cover  the  boats  and  secure  a  retreat  for  the  men  four  leagues  frorn  Sorel,  to  the  south  ;  have  two  hundred 
in  the  vessels  and  boats,  should  the  enemy's  vessel  be  too  and  fifty  Canadians  under  arms;  as  I  march,  they  gather 
many  for  them  ;  the  remainder  of  the  Army  to  invest  the  fast.  There  are  the  objects  of  taking  the  vessels  in  Sorcl, 
place,  make  the  approaches,  and  erect  the  batteries.  a"d  General  Carkton;  these  objects  1  pass  by,  to  assist  the 

You  will  perceive,  by  No.  5,  that  some  of  the  enemy's  Army  besieging  St.  John's.  If  this  place  be  taken,  the 
boats  fired  on  our  people.  Captain  Douglass,  who  com-  country  is  ours;  if  we  miscarry  in  this,  all  other  achievc- 
mands  one  of  our  armed  boats,  pointed  and  fired  a  twelve-  i»ei\ls  will  profit  but  little.  1  am  fearful  our  Army  may 
pounder,  loaded  with  balls  and  grape-shot,  at  them,  and  we  be  too  sickly,  and  that  the  siege  may  be  hard  ;  therefore, 
have  accounts  that  about  thirty  of  the  unfriendly  Caua-  choose  to  assist  in  conquering  St.  John's,  which  of  conse- 
dians  were  killed  or  drowned.  In  the  first  engagement,  on  quence  conquers  the  whole.  You  may  rely  on  it  that  I 
the  7th,  we  killed  them  six  Indians,  two  Catighnawagas,  shall  join  you  in  about  three  days,  with  five  hundred  or 
as  many  Mohawks,  {Daniel,  and  William  a  bastard  son  of  more  Canadian  volunteers.  I  could  raise  one  or  two 
S'n  William  Johnson's,)  one  Canassadaga,  and  one  Huron;  thousand  in  a  week's  time,  but  will  first  visit  the  Army  with 
and  we  are  informed  by  a  Canassadag^a  and  Huron  whom  a  less  number,  and  if  necessary  will  go  again  recruiting. 
I  left  at  Isle-aux-Noix,  that  not  an  Indian  remained  at  St.  Those  that  used  to  be  enemies  to  our  cause  come  cap  in 
John's,  and  which  I  believe  to  be  true.  Four  Deputies,  I'and  to  me  ;  and  I  swear  by  the  Lord  I  can  raise  three 
who  were  sent  by  the  Six  Nations,  and  left  Isle-aux-Noix  times  the  number  of  our  Army  in  Canada,  provided  you 
on  the  10th,  to  request  the  Canadian  Indians  to  remain  continue  the  siege;  all  depends  on  that.  It  is  the  advice 
neuter,  were  not  returned  when  I  left  Isle-am- Noix.  I  of  the  officers  with  me,  tlmt  I  speedily  repair  to  the  Army, 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  desire  General  Montgomery  to  ^'"f^  grant  you  wisdom,  fortitude,  and  every  accomplish- 
roake  a  present,  in  the  name  of  the  Congress,  to  the  Cuna-  "'ent  of  a  victorious  General ;  the  eyes  of  all  America, 
dian  Indians,  if  he  should  think  it  necessary.  nay,  of  Europe,  are  or  will    be   on  the  economy  of  this 

Since  the  affiiir  of  the  10th,  the  Army  at  Isle-aux-JMoix,  Army,  and  the  consequences  attending  it. 
which  then  consisted  of  thirteen  hundred  and  ninety-four  1  am  your  most  obedient  humble  servant 
effectives,  all  ranks  included,  has  been  re-enforced  by  Cap- 
tain Livingston's  Company  of  New-Yorkers,  nearly  com-  p_  §_  i  i^^^g  purchased  six  hogsheads  of  rum,  anrl  sent 
plete;  on  the  16th  by  Colonel  Warner,  whom  1  met  an  ^  Sergeant  with  a  small  party  to  deliver  it  at  Head-Qnar- 
hour  after  my  departure,  with  one  hundred  and  seventy  ters  ;  "Mr.  Livingston  and  others  under  him  will  provide 
Green  Mountain  Boys,  being  the  first  that  have  appeared  ^^i,^^  (Vesh  beef  you  need  ;  as  to  bread  and  dour,  I  am  for- 
of  that  boasted  corps.  He  lelt  this  with  about  filty  more,  ^-arding  what  I  can.  You  may  rely  on  mv  utmost  atten- 
but  they  mutmied,  and  the  remainder  are  at  CrounFoint.  ^■^^J^  ^^  t,,ig  ^^ject,  as  well  as  raising  auxiliaries.  I  know 
Captain  ^//«i's  Company,  ol  the  same  corps,  arrived  here  ,1,^  gro^^j  j^  swampy,  and  bad  for  raising  batteries,  but 
last  night,  every  man  of  which  was  raised  in  Connecticut,  p.^y  i^j  j,o  object  of  obstruction  be  insurmountable.  The 
About  one  hundred  men  of  Colonel  Bedells,  from  New-  gi^^y  of  a  victory  which  will  be  attended  with  such  im- 
Hampshire,  (this  corps  was  to  have  been  up  a  lortnight  ^-^onant  consequences,  will  crown  all  our  fatigues,  risks, 
belore,  the  remainder,  one  hundred  and  filty  of  that  body,  g^j  labours ;  to  fail  of  victory  will  be  an  eternal  diso- 
were  yet  to  come,)  joined  the  16th  at  night ;  and  I  sup-  ^^^  (^  obtain  it  will  elevate  us  on  tlie  wings  of  fame." 
pose  the  Artillery  Com])any,  under  Captain  Zirtmi,  will  join         Yours   &ic  Etha  •  Allen 

them  to-day.     These  last  were  indispensably  necessary,  '         '  

as  we  had  none  that  knew  any  thing  of  the  matter :  so 

that  the  whole  re-enforcement  consists  of  about  four  hun-     "enuy  laurens,  president  of  the  counch.  of  safety, 

dred.     Yesterday  I   scut  off  sixty  of  Boston's,  and  one  to  villiam  henry  drayton. 

hundred  and  forty  more  are  just  embarking.     This   is  the  Cliarlestown,  September  21,  1775. 

whole  of  that  corps.     About  one  hundred  and  twenty-five         Sir:  We  refer  to  our  last,  dated  the  15th,  by  your  mcs- 

of  the  First  A'eiii-  York  Battalion  will  embark  early  to-mor-  senger  from  i\inety-Six,  which  we  hope  has  reached  you  ; 

row,  together  with  the  Company  of  Green  Mountain  Boys,  and  that  you  are  now  on  your  way  to  meet  those  Indians, 

consisting  of  about  seventy.     Two  hundred  and  sixty  of  who,  led  by  Captain  Pearis,  came  from  the  Cherokees  at 

the  Third    New- York   Battalion    remain   here,   which   I  your  command,  and  who  have,  in  the  utmost  anxiety  and 

will  forward  on  as  soon  as  1  can  procure  craft,  which  is  impatience,  been  many  days  waiting  for  you. 

building  slowly,  as  most  of  the  carpenters  are  gone  home         We  have  several  copies  of  intercepted  letters  from  the 

sick.  Superintendent  at  St.  Augustine,  to  his  agents  in  the  I\a- 

lour  Excellency's  letter  of  the  Sth  instant,  I  received  tion ;  they  look  so  much  like  design  to  amuse  us,  that  we 

yesterday.     I  am  happy  to  learn  that  the  Troops  under  hold  it  unnecessary  to  trouble  you  with  them  ;  but,  since  you 

the  command  of  Colonel  Arnold  were  to  march  so  soon,  have   entered   upon  that  branch,  a  caution  against  every 

I  hope  our  people  will  commit  no  depredations  in  Canada,  stratagem  may  not  be  unnecessary.     Fearis  applies  for  a 

All  possible  care  will  be  taken  of  it ;  but  yet  I  have  many  commission  to  the  GoodWarriour ;  if  one  is  granted,  it  must 

fears  on  that  score,  as  they  stole  thirty-two  sheep  at  Isle-  be  special :  and  you  will  be  the  best  judge  of  the  necessary 

aux-Noix,  contrary  to  the  most  pointed  orders.  terms;  we  have  therefore  referred   him  to  you. 

Be  assured,  Sir,  that  I  shall  not  fail  of  giving  you  the         Colonel  IVofford  has  likewise  applied  for  commissions, 

most  early  intelligence  of  every  occurrence  worthy  your  in  order  to  erect  a  whole  Regiment  in  the  Colony's  ser- 

attention.  vice,  from  Fletchall's  District.     For  that  purpose  we  send 

I  find  myself  much  better,  as  the  fever  has  left  me,  and  you  thirty-four,  signed  by  us,  and  blanks  left  for  you  to  fill 

hope  soon  to  return  where  I  ought  and  wish  to  be,  unless  up.      You  will  keep  a  copy  of  the  names  of  officers,  &c., 

a  barbarous  relapse  should  dash  this  cup  of  hope  from  my  as  formerly  directed. 

lips.  The  number  of  sick  is  incredible,  and  I  have  very  little         We  are  called  together  by  an  alarming  account,  which 

assistance  to  afford  them.     I  wish   1  could   make  you  a  threatens  the   destruction   of  this  Town  by  three  frigates 

return  of  the  Army  under  my  command,  but  I  cannot  get  and  a  bomb  ketch  ;  we  hope  it  may  prove  a  groundless 

one.     A  great  deal  of  foul  play  is  carrying  on.  report,  but  it  becomes  us  to  act  instantly,  as  if  it  was  real. 
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We  sliall  be  glad  to  hear  that  you  have  established  peace 
and  quietness  on  our  backs,  and  of  your  outset  (orCharles- 
town,  as  soon  as  possible  after,  as  you  please. 
By  order  of  the  Council : 

Henry  Laurens,  President. 
The   Honourable  IViUiam  Henry  Drayton,  Esq.,  Head- 
Quarters,  yinety-Sir. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  DRAYTON  TO  ROBERT  CUNNINGHAM. 
Ninety-Six,  September  21,  17"j. 

Sir:  My  only  intention  in  coming  into  the  Country  was 
to  promote  peace,  and  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  any 
people  possessed  of  a  disposition  to  run  counter  to  and  to 
oppose  the  elForts  o(  America,  and  to  lift  their  arms  against 
their  Country,  their  old  acquaintances,  and  their  friends 
and  relations,  in  order  to  assist  British  Troops,  if  any 
sliould  arrive  here.  It  was  therefore  with  the  highest  plea- 
sure that  on  the  16th  inst.,  I,  together  with  Co\one\  Fletc/iall 
and  other  gentlemen,  signed  an  instrument  of  writing,  fully 
clearing  up  all  the  particulars  aliovementioned.  As  I 
cl'.erish  the  best  opinion  of  the  honour  of  Colonel  Fletchall 
and  the  gentlemen  who  signed  after  him,  so  I  persuade 
myself  they  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  execute  what 
they  have  contracted,  as  I  shall  do  on  my  part.  But  it 
was  with  concern  that  I  have  heard  that  you  do  not  hold 
yourself  as  included  in  the  above  instrument  of  writing, 
and  that  you  will  not  be  bound  by  it.  I  am  sincerely 
inclined  to  believe  that  these  are  not  your  sentiments.  I  do 
most  heartily  wish  that  it  will  turn  out  the  information  is 
erroneous.  I  therefore,  Sir,  entreat  that  you  will  as  soon 
as  maybe  favour  me  with  an  answer  to  this  letter,  assur- 
ing me  that  you  hold  yourself  as  included  in  the  above 
instrument  of  writing.  Such  a  conduct  in  you  would  give 
me  particular  ])leasure.  But  that  I  may  be  under  no 
mistake,  I  am  sorry  to  be  under  a  necessity  of  saying,  that 
miless  I  shall  be  favoured  by  you  as  above,  common  sense 
will  dictate  to  me  that  you  do  not  hold  yourself  as  included 
in  the  above  instrument  of  writing. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

^VILLIAM  Henry  Drayton. 
To  Robert  Cunningham,  Esq. 

P.  S.  Mr.  James  fVilHams  will  convey  to  me  any  letter 
you  may  think  proper  to  favour  me  with. 


CAPT.  ROBERT  ClINNINGHAM  TO  WILLIAM  HENRY  DRAYTON. 

Page's  Creek,  October  6,  1775. 

Sir:  This  day  I  received  your  letter,  dated  the  ^Ist  of 
last  month,  desiring  to  know  vhether  1  considered  myself 
as  bound  by  the  peace  you  made  with  Colonel  Fletchall 
and  the  other  gentlemen  from  oui  camp.  I  think,  Sir,  at 
this  time  the  question  is  rather  unfair ;  however,  as  it 
always  was  my  determination  not  to  Qpceive  either  party, 
I  niust  confess  I  do  not  hold  with  that  peace.  At  the  same 
time,  as  fond  of  peace  as  any  man  ;  but  cpon  honourable 
terms.  But,  according  to  my  principles,  that  peace  is 
false  and  disgraceful,  from  beginning  to  ending.  It  appears 
to  me.  Sir,  you  had  all  the  bargain-making  to  yourself; 
and  if  that  was  the  case,  1  expected  you  would  have  acted 
with  more  honour  than  taking  the  advantage  of  men  (as  I 
believe)  half  scared  out  of  their  senses,  at  the  sinht  of 
liberty  caps  and  sound  of  cannon,  as  seeing  and  hearing 
has  generally  more  influence  on  some  men  tlian  reason. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Robert  Cunninoham. 
The  Honourable  William  Henry  Drayton,  Esq.,  per  Mr. 

James  Williams.  

BRITISH   FLEET  AT  NORFOLK. 

Williamsbiirgh,  StptcTnlier  31,  177.''). 

Mr.  Pinkney:  We  are  highly  pleased  with  the  conduct 
of  the  people  of  South-  Carolina,  who  have  taken  the  Troops 
destined  for  Virginia  from  St.  Augustine,  and  think  our- 
selves the  more  obliged  to  those  brave  Carolinians,  as  those 
Troops  were  to  have  been  a  re-enforcement  to  the  sixty 
men  who  have  been  so  very  formidable  to  the  Towns  of 
Norfolk,  Portsmouth,  and  Gosport.  What  might  have 
been  the  consequence,  had  they  arrived  !  But  to  be  serious : 
How  long  will  the  inhabitants  of  those  Towns  suffer  them- 


selves to  be  so  shamefully  insulted  by  Lord  Dunmorc,  and 
the  Captains  of  the  men-of-war :  To  what  is  it  owing  that 
their  Committees  have  so  unaccountably  acquitted  some  late 
extraordinary  delinquents?  Is  it  to  a  want  of  zeal  in  the 
glorious  cause,  or  of  si)irit  to  prosecute  it  ?  But  we  trust 
that  the  people  of  Norfolk  will  remove  our  doubts  and 
jealousies,  and  wipe  otF  every  stain  on  their  characters,  by 
making  a  proper  use  of  the  golden  opportunity  Heaven  has 
now  afforded  them.  To  do  this,  nothing  is  recjuisite  but 
a  little  spirit,  with  some  address  and  ingenuity  in  the  appli- 
cation of  it.  A  number  of  small  vessels  may  be  easily  fit- 
led  out  as  fire-ships,  and  may  be  used  with  almost  certainty 
of  success,  and  without  the  least  risk  of  lives  on  our  part. 
Nor  can  the  most  loyal  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  condemn 
this  measure,  since  it  is  but  a  proper  chastisement  of  tlie 
most  despicable  tools  of  his  greatest  enemies ;  nor  can 
humanity  forbid  it,  because  it  is  dictated  by  some  of  its  first 
feelings — an  honest  indignation  and  the  love  of  our  Coun- 
try— and  is  enjoined  by  the  first  law  of  nature. 

When  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  have  combined  to 
enslave  us;  when  a  corrupt  and  abandoned  Parliament 
have  voted  their  lives  and  fortunes  at  the  service  of  a  per- 
fidious, cruel,  and  bloody  Administration,  in  the  execution 
of  their  wicked  plan  ;  when,  in  consequence  of  this,  fleets 
and  armies  are  sent  against  us,  which  have  pillaged  our 
coasts,  bombarded  our  Towns,  and  but  for  the  glorious 
intrepidity  of  our  countrymen,  under  the  particular  favour 
and  protection  of  the  Almighty,  would  have  spread  desola- 
tion throughout  our  land  ;  when  we  consider  the  damnable 
plot  that  has  been  laid  against  us,  of  stirring  up  the  Cana- 
dians and  Indians  to  attack  us  on  our  frontiers,  and  our 
slaves  and  tories  within  the  body  of  our  Country,  whilst 
their  fleets  were  to  lay  waste  our  coasts;  and  when  we  have 
seen  this  plan  recommended  in  a  pamphlet  written  by  an 
accursed  pensioner.  Dr.  Johnson,  by  the  order  of  the  Minis- 
ter, and  under  the  particular  patronage  of  the  King;  when 
we  consider  these  things,  who  can  hesitate  a  moment  to 
declare  that  we  ought  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  be  revenged 
on  such  an  Administration,  and  to  hurl  down  destruction  on 
all  the  infernal  tools?  Let  not  our  countrymen  think  that 
Captain  Macartney  deserves  more  indulgence  than  Cap- 
tain Squire  or  Lord  Dunmore.  He,  like  Captain  Mon- 
tague, has  taken  upon  himself  to  interfere  with  the  civil 
power ;  has  impudently  supposed  that  his  presence  could 
awe  a  Committee,  and  protect  a  culprit;  and  has  wickedly 
threatened  to  fire  on  a  defenceless  Town.  But  let  Captain 
Macartney  know,  that  whenever  he  lands  in  Virginia, 
he  is  amenable  to  the  laws  of  Virginia,  which  may  pun- 
ish him  as  a  trespasser,  rioter,  or  murderer,  or  as  a  rebel, 
if  he  should,  like  Lord  Dunmore  and  S(/uire,  attempt  to 
raise  an  insurrection  ;  and  we  would  have  all  those  tools 
of  Government  to  know,  that  whenever  they  return  to 
England,  we  shall  try  the  full  force  of  the  English  laws 
against  all  such  offences  as  they  have  or  shall  commit  here. 
The  American  Governours  shall  severely  answer  for  their 
conduct  in  the  King's  Bench,  and  .Judges  shall  remember 
the  fate  of  Epsom  and  Dudley. 


\\  illi.unsliiirgli,  ."Sejitombcr  21,  177.'>. 

Mr.  Pinkney:  If  you  can,  please  to  inform  us  why  the 
Mercury  man-of-war,  which  has  so  long  been  the  terrour  of 
Norfolk,  and  a  refuge  to  our  slaves,  is  not  yet  burnt,  not- 
withstanding she  has  been  ten  days  and  upwards  upon  her 
broadside.  We,  Sir,  who  live  at  a  distance,  are  at  a  loss 
how  to  account  for  the  strange  remissness  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Norfolk,  in  neglecting  to  seize  the  opportunity  which 
Heaven  has  kindly  thrown  in  their  way.  Surely  the  interest 
of  the  Mayor,  who,  from  his  letters  to  Macartney,  seems 
to  prefiM-  the  friendship  of  that  deceitful  enemy  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Town  over  which  he  presides,  must  have  pre- 
vented the  noble  rage  of  the  citizens  from  bursting  forth 
in  vengeance  upon  that  accursed  vessel,  which  they  now 
have  in  their  power  to  sacrifice,  for  the  Captain's  bloody 
threats  to  destroy  their  Town.  We  can  by  no  means 
attribute  the  omission  to  a  partiality  in  the  inhabitants  of 
Norfolk  to  the  avowed  enemies  of  our  Country;  nor  can  we 
suppose  them  so  far  destitute  of  courage  as  to  be  afraid  to 
make  the  attempt.  But  let  the  cause  be  what  it  will,  we 
do  inform  them,  through  the  channel  of  your  intelligence, 
that  unless  they  immediately  perform  this  act,  so  ardently 
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wished  for  by  tlieir  countrymen,  and  so  easily  to  be  effect- 
ed, that  Thousands  aie  resolved  to  burn  tiie  devoted  vessel, 
even  if  the  consequence  of  it  should  be  the  total  ruin  of 
Norfolk.  Thousands.* 

VIKGINIA   COMMITTEE   OF   SAFETY. 

In  Committee  at  Ilanovcr-Totvn,  the  2lst  of  Septem- 
ber, 1115: 

Besolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  Commissary,  or  Contractor,  appointed  in  each  District, 
should  provide  for  the  Battalion  thereof,  under  the  said 
appointment,  the  several  articles  necessary  for  their  en- 
campment and  discipline,  described  by  an  Ordinance  of 
Contention  as  follows,  to  wit:  Tents  of  the  same  kind  as 
directed  for  the  Regulars,  Kettles,  Canteens,  Drums,  and 
Fifes  ;  a  stand  of  Colours,  with  llie  following  motto  on  one 
side :  "  Virginia  for  Constitutional  Liberty  ;"'  and  on  the 
other  side  the  name  of  the  District. 

John  Pendleton,  Jun., 
Clerk  to  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the 
Committees  of  the  several  Counties,  to  lose  no  time  in  col- 
lecting and  forwarding  the  publick  Arms,  according  to  the 
order  of  Convention  ;  and,  also,  to  elect  their  Militia  Ofli- 
cers,  where  it  is  not  done,  and  forward  their  certificates  to 
this  Committee,  that  commissions  may  be  made  out,  and 
the  Militia  embodied  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

John  Pendleton,  Jin.,  Clerk. 


ALBANY  COMMITTEE  TO  NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF    SAFETY. 
Albany  Committee  Chamber,  September  21,  1775. 

Sir:  We  are  favoured  with  yours  of  the  18th  instant, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  one  to  the  Convention,  and  a  Resolve 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety.  It  gives  us  much  pain  to  hear 
that  any  Albany  skippers  should  behave  so  basely,  (as  the 
vessels  are  not  arrived  at  this  place.)  It  is  the  resolution 
of  this  Board,  that  a  batteau,  well  manned,  shall  immediate- 
ly go  in  quest  of  them;  that  the  vessels  and  cargo,  if  found 
in  the  river,  be  sent  to  head-quarters;  and  that  Rojf  and 
Brooks  be  forthwith  brought  before  this  Committee,  and  a 
state  of  facts  transmitted  to  the  Convention,  for  their  fur- 
ther determination. 

We  are,  Sir,  your  humble  servants.     By  order: 
-J      »»  T'  John  Bakclay.  Chairman. 

Mr.  McKesson. 

NEW-YORK  DELEGATES   TO  COMMITTEE   OF   SAFETY. 

Philadeliiliia,  September  21,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Be  pleased  by  the  first  opportunity  to 
favour  us  with  a  particular  account  of  the  number  of  men 
raised  in  our  Colony,  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  Con- 
gress; when  the  several  detachments  marched,  where  they 
are  at  present,  whether  they  are  armed,  and  what  steps 
were  taken  for  that  purpose.  We  also  wish  to  know  the 
progress  made  in  erecting  the  work  in  the  Highlands, 
whether  the  materials  are  purchased,  or  what  proportion, 
and  when  probably  they  may  be  completed.     Inform  us, 

*The  printer  is  very  sorry  that  the  character  of  the  Mayor  of  jVor. 
folk  has  become  questionable.  From  intelligence,  of  the  most  indubita. 
ble  authority,  ho  can  assure  Thousands  that  the  gentleman  wliom  he 
thmks  has  not  acted  in  a  manner  becoming  the  friend  ot  America,  has 
ever  shown  himself  a  stanch  advocate  for  our  liberties.  With  respect 
to  Captain  Macartney,  we  confess  there  was  a  time  when  his  conduct 
did  not  appear  in  the  most  favourable  light.  We  admit  that  his  letters 
to  Mr.  Lot/all  contain  something  of  the  usual  despotism  of  the  King's 
officers.  But  yet  there  remains  an  apology  for  him,  even  in  this  ease  : 
Lord  Dnnmore,  as  we  are  informed,  had  severely  reprimanded  him  for 
his  pusillanimity,  told  him  his  conduct  was  highly  blameable,  in  not 
being  more  rigorous  against  us,  and  that  he  was  punisliable  for  the  same, 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  a  Court-Martial.  This  brave  commander, 
however,  replied,  that  measures  repugnant  to  justice  and  humanity  he 
was  not  requested  by  his  master  to  support,  and  that  his  own  disposi. 
tion  held  them  in  the  utmost  abhorrence.  To  this  it  was  chiefly  owing 
that  he  is  superseded  in  his  commission,  and  sent  to  Boston,  in  order  to 
take  his  trial. 

As  to  tlie  Mercury,  notwithstanding  she  was  aground  for  a  consi. 
derable  time,  it  was  impossible,  we  hear,  for  the  people  of  Norfolk  to 
have  destroyed  her  ;  because  the  other  vessels  of  war  were  continually 
guarding  her,  and  therefore  it  would  of  course  have  been  a  very  impru- 
dent step  for  them  to  have  gone  to  extremities,  as  the  destruction  of 
Norfolk,  in  all  probability,  would  have  been  the  issue. 

We  do  not  blame  Thousands  for  the  spirit  which  is  manifested 
throughout  his  piece;  we  applaud  his  zeal.  But  it  should  ever  be 
remembered,  that  resolution,  without  a  proper  degree  of  prudence,  might 
tend  to  the  overthrow  of  the  greatest  empire  upon  earth. —  Va.Gaz. 


also,  of  the  exact  quantity  of  powder  our  Colony  has,  at 
their  own  expense,  forwarded  to  either  Army,  that  it  may 
be  replaced  out  of  the  Continental  stock,  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  afibrded. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
i'.  LniNGSTON,     R.  R.  Livingston,  Jr., 
James  Duane,       William  Floyd, 
John  Alsop,         Francis  Lewis. 
John  Jay, 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Netv-  York. 

P.  S.  Acquaint  us  likewise  of  the  prices  you  gave  for 
the  dillerent  sorts  of  cloth  for  tents,  and  the  making. 


To  the    Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of  Tit:\\- 

YoRK. 

The  Velilinn  of  the  Officers  belonging  to  the  Battalions 
commanded  by  the  Colonels  Lasher  and  Hyer,  the 
Officers  belonging  to  the  Companies  of  Artillery, 
Light-Horse,  and  Hussars,  and  of  sundry  Officers 
belonging  to  the  different  Beats  in  the  City  o/ New- 
York,  shcireth : 

That,  in  the  present  critical  situation  of  the  publick 
affairs  of  the  Colonies  and  Mother  Country,  they  conceive 
it  to  be  a  matter  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  liberties 
of  America,  that  every  member  of  the  community  capable 
of  bearing  arms  should  acquaint  himself  with  military  dis- 
cipline, in  order,  if  possible,  to  avert  the  distresses  which 
are  now  hanging  over  them  ;  and  being  convinced  that  the 
safety  of  a  nation  may  be  longer  preserved  by  every  citizen 
being  a  soldier,  than  by  particular  persons  solicited  for  that 
purpose,  they  cannot  but  view  with  great  concern  the  late 
regulation  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  the  times 
of  meeting  for  the  several  Beats  in  this  City,  which  they 
humbly  conceive  are  too  far  distant  from  each  other  to  an- 
swer tlie  design  the  Congress  had  in  view.  They  therefore 
would  beg  leave  to  propose,  and  to  solicit  your  attention 
thereto,  that  the  times  of  meeting  for  the  several  Beats  in 
this  City  and  County  should  be  at  least  once  a  week,  for 
three  months  ensuing ;  that  a  field  day  for  each  Battalion 
composed  of  the  different  Beats  should  be  at  least  once  a 
month,  which  they  are  humbly  of  opinion  would  effectually 
answer  the  intention  of  their  being  embodied ;  otherwise, 
they  fear  it  will  in  a  great  measure  be  defeated;  all  of  which 
your  Petitioners,  with  deference,  submit  to  your  judgment. 

John  Lasher,  Cornelius  J.  Bogart,  Jercmiali  Allen, 

Andrew  .Stockliolm,    D.  Dickson,  Jr.,  Tliomas  Beekman, 

•Sebastian  Banman,  Van  Zandt,  Thomas  Beekman, 

Samuel  Tuder,  Gerard  T.  Beekman,  Thomas  Tucker, 

James  Alner,  Henry  Tiebout,  Nicholas  H.  Bogart, 

il.  G.  Livingston,  Oliver  Mildebarger,  Henry  Remsen, 

William  Leonard,  Abraham  P.  Lott,  Tliomas  W.  Moore, 

A.  A.  Van  Wyck,  John  Leary,  Jr.,  John  Ebert, 

John  J.  Roosevelt,  Francis  Lewis,  .Ir.,  Daniel  Campbell, 

A.  Van  Dyck,  Benjamin  Seixas,  Charles  Demsee, 

J.  Seagrove,  Ephraim  Brasher,  Henry  Mitchell, 

James  Byers,  W.  W.  Gilbert,  W.  Kettletas, 

John  Davar,  John  Berrien,  Peter  .Stoutenbergh, 

James  Van  Zandt,  Andrew  Lott,  Peter  Berton, 

Charles  Dickinson,  Peter  Gum,  Jr.,  Daniel  McCormick, 

John  Johnson,  John  Anthony,  Garret  Abeel, 

John  Bancker,  John  Harback,  W.  De  Peyster,  Jr., 

James  Moore,  George  Yeamans,  Jolin  Aites, 

A.  B.  Bancker,  Alexander  Misier,  Benjamin  James, 

John  Young,  G.  Duyckinck,  Jr.,  Conradt  W.  Ham, 

Peter  Kettletas,  Jr.,  John  Wiley,  Richard  Deanc. 
Aew-York,  September  21,  1775. 


COMMITTEE    OF  CHARLOTTE  COUNTY    (nEW-YORK)   TO  PRO- 
VINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Charlotte  County,  Dorset,  September  21,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Having  received  the  resolves  relating  to 
the  rules  and  orders  for  regulating  the  Militia  in  this  Colo- 
ny, we  thought  proper  to  carry  them  into  execution  with 
all  convenient  speed,  and  ordered  a  meeting  of  the  County 
Committee  immediately. 

There  being  a  contention  of  part  of  this  County  in  regard 
to  title  of  land,  (the  New-Hampshire  Grants,)  and  it  was 
thought  proper  by  the  Committees  on  the  Grants  to  divide 
the  County  in  two  parts,  as  they  do  not  choose  to  join  the 
other  part  of  the  County;  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  other 
Committee.  And  each  part  of  the  County  to  form  one 
Regiment,  and  recommend  their  Field-Officers  to  you,  de- 
siring you  will  remit  their  commissions  with  all  convenient 
speed,  so  that  the  Regiment  may  be  formed  as  soon  as 
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possible,  in  case  any  incursions  may  be  made  from  Canada, 
as  we  are  much  exposed  to  that  country. 

The  following  gentlemen  we  recommend  for  commissions, 
they  being  friends  to  the  present  cause,  and  have  signed  the 
(ieneral  Association:  Dr.  John  H'illiams,  Colonel;  Flatt 
Smith,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Messrs.  yuthan  Ilawky 
and  Hamilton McColister,  Majors;  Mr.  John  Jones,  A6p- 
tiint ;  Mr.  S':th  Sherwood,  Quartermaster.  Likewise,  the 
names  of  the  infcriour  Ollicers  in  each  District : 

DisTHicT  OF  White  Ckkf;k  :  Ebcnczcr  Clark,  F.H]., 
Captain  ;  Charles  Hutchinson,  First  Lieutenant ;  lulivard 
Savage,  Second  Lieutenant;  and  Daniel lMcClarij,F.ns\iiu. 

ARfiVLE:  Alexander  Campbell,  Captain  ;  Samuel  Pain, 
First  Lieutenant ;  Feter  Gilchrist,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
and  John  McDougall,  Ensign. 

KiNfiSBuuY  District:  Asa  Richardson,  Capla'm;  Adiil 
Sherwood,  First  Lieutenant;  Nehemiah  Sealey,  Second 
Lieutenant;  and  Samuel  Harris,  Ensign. 

ScHRENsmiRGH  DISTRICT:  Jeremiah  Burroughs,  Cap- 
tain ;  Levi  Slockwell,  First  Lieutenant ;  Elisha  Tousea, 
Second  Lieutenant ;  and  Silas  Granger,  Ensign. 

IJi-ACK  Creek  District:  Alexander  H'ebster,  Captain  ; 
John  Hamilton,  First  Lieutenant;  George  McKnight, 
Second  Lieutenant;  and  Samuel  Crossetl,  Ensign. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Connnitiee: 

Skth  Sherwood,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  Members  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 


GENERAL   WASlIINGTOiV   TO   GOVERNOt'R  TRLJIBITLL. 

C'ambrid^'o,  September  21,  1775. 

Sir:  It  gives  me  real  concern  to  observe,  by  yours  of 
the  15th  instant,  that  you  should  think  it  necessary  to  dis- 
tinguish between  my  personal  and  publick  character,  and 
conline  your  esteem  to  the  former.  Upon  a  reperusal  of 
mine  of  the  8th  instant,  I  cannot  think  it  bears  the  con- 
siruction  you  have  put  upon  it ;  and  unless  that  construction 
was  the  most  obvious,  I  should  have  hoped  that  the  re- 
spect I  really  have  for  you,  and  which  I  flattered  myself 
1  had  manifested  you,  would  have  been  the  most  favoura- 
ble. In  the  disposition  of  tlie  Continental  Troops,  I  have 
long  been  sensible  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  please, 
not  individuals  merely,  but  ])articular  Provinces,  whose 
partial  necessities  would  occasionally  call  for  assistance.  1 
therefore  thought  myself  happy  that  the  Congress  had  settled 
the  point,  and  apprehended  1  should  stand  excused  to  all 
for  acting  in  the  line  which  not  only  appeared  to  me  to  bo 
that  of  policy  and  propriety,  but  of  express  and  positive 
duty.  If  to  the  other  fatigues  and  cares  of  my  station  that 
is  to  be  added  of  giving  reasons  for  all  orders,  and  ex|)lain- 
ing  the  grounds  and  princi|iles  on  which  they  are  formed, 
my  personal  trouble  would  perhaps  be  of  the  least  concern. 
The  publick  would  be  most  alTected.  You  may  be  assured. 
Sir,  nothing  was  intended  that  might  be  construed  into  dis- 
respect, and,  at  so  interesting  a  period,  nothing  less  ought 
to  disturb  the  harmony  so  necessary  for  the  ha])py  success 
of  our  publick  operations. 

The  omission  of  acknowledging  in  precise  terms  the 
receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  5th  instant  was  purely  acci- 
dental. The  subject  was  not  so  new  tome  as  to  require  long 
consideration.  1  had  had  occasion  fully  to  deliberate  upon 
it,  in  consequence  of  applications  for  Tioops  from  Cape- 
Ann,  Machias,  Nvm-llampshirc,  and  Long-Island,  where 
tlie  same  necessity  was  as  strongly  pleaded  ;  and  in  the 
two  last  instances  the  most  peremptory  orders  were  neces- 
sary, to  prevent  the  Troops  bom  being  detained.  I  fore- 
saw the  same  dilliculty  here.  I  am  by  no  means  insensible 
to  the  situation  of  the  peo[)le  on  the  coast.  1  wish  I  could 
extend  protection  to  all,  but  the  numerous  detachments 
necessary  to  remedy  the  evil  would  amount  to  a  dissolution 
of  the  Army,  or  make  the  most  important  operations  of  the 
campaign  depend  upon  the  piratical  expeditions  of  two  or 
three  men-of-war  and  transports. 

The  spirit  and  zeal  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  are  un- 
questionable ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  hostile  intentions 
of  the  men  of  war,  1  hope  their  utmost  efforts  can  do  little 
more  than  alarm  the  coast. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard  for  both  your  per- 
sonal and  publick  character,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant,  George  Washington. 

To  Governour  Trumbull. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 
[Read  September  29,  1775.] 

('amp  at  Cambridge,  September  21,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  been  in  daily  expectation  of  being  favoured 
with  the  commands  of  the  honourable  Congress,  on  the 
subjects  of  in_\'  two  last  letters.  The  season  now  advances 
so  fast  that  I  caimot  any  longer  defer  laying  before  them 
such  furlher  measures  as  require  their  iimnediate  attention, 
and  in  which  I  wait  their  direction. 

The  mode  in  which  the  present  Army  has  been  collected 
has  occasioned  some  dilliculty  in  procuring  the  subscription 
of  both  olhcers  and  soldiers  to  the  Continental  Articles  of 
^Var.  Their  principal  objection  has  been  that  it  might  sub- 
ject them  to  a  longer  service  than  that  for  which  tiiey  en- 
gaged under  their  several  Provincial  establishments.  It  is 
in  vain  to  attempt  to  reason  away  the  prejudices  of  a  whole 
army,  often  instilled,  and,  in  this  instance  at  least,  encou- 
raged by  their  officers,  from  jirivaie  and  narrow  views.  I 
have  therefore  forbore  pressing  them,  as  1  did  not  experience 
any  such  inconvenience  from  their  adherence  to  their  former 
rules  as  would  wariant  the  risk  of  entering  into  a  contest 
upon  it,  more  especially  as  the  restraints  necessary  for  the 
establishment  of  essential  discipline  and  subordination  indis- 
posed their  minds  to  every  change,  and  made  it  both  duty 
and  policy  to  introduce  as  little  novelty  as  [)ossible.  With 
the  present  Army,  I  fear  such  a  subscription  is  impracticable. 
But  the  diflicuhy  will  cease  with  this  Army.  The  Connec- 
ticut and  Rhode-Island  Troops  stand  engaged  to  the  first  of 
December  only,  and  none  longer  than  to  the  first  of  January, 
A  dissolution  of  the  present  Army  therefore  will  take  place, 
unless  some  early  provision  is  made  against  such  an  event. 
Most  of  the  General  Officers  are  of  opinion  the  greater 
part  of  them  may  be  re-enlisted  for  the  winter,  or  another 
campaign,  with  the  indulgence  of  a  furlough  to  visit  their 
friends,  vviiich  may  be  regulated  so  as  not  to  endanger  the 
service.  How  far  it  may  be  proper  to  form  the  new  Army 
entirely  out  of  the  old,  for  another  campaign,  rather  than 
from  tlie  contingents  of  the  several  Provinces,  is  a  question 
which  involves  in  it  too  many  considerations  of  policy  and 
prudence  for  me  to  undertake  to  decide.  It  appears  to  be 
impossible  to  draw  it  from  any  other  source  than  the  old 
Army,  for  this  winter;  and  as  the  pay  is  ample,  I  hope  a 
sufiicient  number  will  engage  in  tlie  service  for  that  time  at 
least;  but  there  are  various  opinions  of  the  temper  of  the 
men  on  the  subject,  and  there  may  be  great  hazard  in  de- 
ferring the  trial  too  long. 

In  the  Continental  establishment,  no  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  pay  of  artificers,  distinct  from  that  of  the  com- 
mon sohliers  ;  whereas  under  the  Provincial,  such  as  found 
their  own  tools  were  allowed  one  shilling  per  diem  advance, 
and  |)articular  artisans  more.  The  pay  of  the  Artillery 
also  now  diflers  from  that  of  the  Province — the  men  have 
less,  the  ofllcers  more  ;  and  for  some  ranks  no  provision  is 
made,  as  the  Congress  will  please  to  observe,  by  the  list 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  No.  1.  These  par- 
ticulars, though  seemingly  inconsiderable,  are  the  source 
of  much  complaint  and  dissatisfaction,  which  I  endeavour 
to  compose  in  the  best  manner  1  am  able. 

By  the  returns  of  the  Rifle  Companies  and  that  Batta- 
lion, they  appear  to  exceed  their  establishment  very  con- 
siderably. 1  doubt  my  authority  to  pay  these  extra  men, 
without  the  direction  of  the  Congress;  but  it  would  be 
deemed  a  great  hardship  wholly  to  refuse  them,  as  they  have 
been  encouraged  to  come.  The  necessities  of  the  Troops 
having  required  pay,  I  directed  that  those  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts should  receive  for  one  month,  ujion  their  being 
mustered  and  returning  a  proper  roll ;  but  a  claim  was 
immediately  made  for  pay  by  lunar  months,  and  several 
Regiments  have  declined  taking  up  their  warrants  on  this 
account.  As  this  practice  was  entirely  new  to  me,  though 
said  to  be  warranted  by  former  u^age,  here  the  matter  now 
waits  the  determination  of  the  honourable  Congress.  I  find 
in  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island  this  point  was  settled  by 
calendar  months  ;  in  Massachusetts,  though  mentioned  in 
the  Congress,  it  was  left  undetermined,  which  is  also  the 
case  o{  New-Hampshire. 

The  enclosure.  No.  2,  is  a  petition  from  the  subalterns, 
respecting  their  pay.  Where  there  are  only  two  of  these 
in  a  Company,  I  have  considered  one  as  an  Ensign,  and 
ordered  him  pay  as  such,  as  in  the  Coimecticut  Forces.  I 
must  beg  leave  to  recommend  this  petition  to  the  favour  of 
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the  Congress,  as  I  am  of  opinion  llie  allowance  is  inade- 
quate to  their  rank  and  service,  and  is  one  great  source  of 
that  familiarity  between  the  oliicers  and  men,  which  is  so 
incompatible  with  subordination  and  discipline.  Many  valu- 
able officers  of  those  ranks,  finding  themselves  unable  to 
support  the  character  and  appearance  of  olficers,  I  am  in- 
foi'med,  will  retire  as  soon  as  the  term  of  service  is  expired, 
if  theie  is  no  alteration. 

For  the  better  regulation  of  duty,  1  found  it  necessary 
to  settle  the  rank  of  the  oliicers,  and  to  number  the  Regi- 
ments ;  and  as  I  had  not  received  the  commands  of  the  Con- 
gress on  the  subject,  and  the  exigence  of  the  service  forbade 
any  farther  delay,  the  General  Ofiicers  were  considered  as 
having  no  Regiments — an  alteration  which  1  understand  is 
not  pleasing  to  souie  of  them,  but  appeared  to  me  and 
others  to  be  proper,  when  it  was  considered  that  by  this 
means  the  whole  Army  is  put  U))on  one  footing,  and  all 
particular  attachments  dissolved. 

Among  many  other  considerations  which  the  apjiroach 
of  winter  will  demand,  that  of  clothing  appears  to  be  one 
of  the  most  important ;  so  far  as  regards  the  preservation 
of  the  Army  from  cold,  they  may  be  deemed  in  a  state  of 
nakedness.  JNlany  of  the  men  have  been  without  blankets 
the  whole  campaign  ;  and  those  which  have  been  in  use 
during  the  summer  are  so  much  worn  as  to  be  of  little 
service.  In  order  to  make  a  suitable  provision  in  these 
articles,  and  at  the  same  time  to  guard  the  publick  against 
imposition  and  expense,  it  seems  necessary  to  determine  tlie 
mode  of  continuing  the  Army;  for  should  these  Troops  be 
clothed  under  their  present  engagement,  and,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  term  of  service,  decline  renewing  it,  a  set  of 
unprovided  men  may  be  sent  to  supply  their  places.  I  can- 
not suppose  it  to  be  unknown  to  the  honourable  Congress 
that  in  all  armies  it  is  an  establislied  practice  to  make  an 
allowance  to  officers  of  provisions  and  forage  proportionate 
to  their  rank.  As  such  an  allowance  formed  no  part  of  the 
Continental  establishment,  I  have  hitherto  forbore  to  issue 
the  orders  for  that  purpose ;  but  as  it  is  a  received  opinion 
of  such  members  of  the  Congress  as  I  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting,  as  well  as  throughout  the  Army,  that 
it  must  be  deemed  a  matter  of  course,  and  implied  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Army,  I  have  directed  the  following 
proportion  of  rations,  being  the  same  as  allowed  in  the.^nic- 
rican  Armies  last  war:  Major-General,  fifteen;  Brigadier- 
General,  twelve  ;  Colonel,  six;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  five  ; 
JNlajor,  four;  Captain,  three  ;  Subaltern,  two  ;  Staff,  two. 
If  these  should  not  be  approved  by  the  honourable  Con- 
gress, they  will  please  to  signify  their  pleasure  as  to  the 
alterations  they  would  have  made  in  the  whole  or  in  part. 

1  am  now  to  inform  the  honourable  Congress  that,  en- 
couraged by  the  repeated  declarations  of  the  Canadians  and 
Indians,  and  urged  by  their  requests,  I  have  detached  Col. 
Arnold,  with  one  thousand  men,  to  penetrate  into  Canada 
by  way  of  Kennehcck  River,  and.  if  possible,  to  make  him- 
self master  of  Quebeck.  By  this  manoeuvre  I  proposed 
either  to  divert  Carleton  from  .SV.  John's,  which  would  leave 
a  free  passage  to  General  Schuyler,  or,  if  this  did  not  take 
effect,  Qmbeck,  in  its  present  defenceless  state,  must  fall 
into  his  hands  an  easy  prey.  I  made  all  possible  inquiry  as 
to  the  distance,  the  safety  of  the  route,  and  the  danger  of 
the  season  being  too  far  advanced,  but  found  nothing  in 
either  to  deter  me  from  proceeding,  more  especially  as  it 
met  with  very  general  approbation  from  all  whom  1  con- 
sulted upon  it.  But  that  nothing  might  be  omitted  to  enable 
me  to  judge  of  its  propriety  and  probable  consequences,  I 
communicated  it,  by  express,  to  General  Sckiii/lcr,  who  ap- 
proved of  it  in  such  terms  that  I  resolved  to  put  it  in  imme- 
diate execution.  They  have  now  left  this  jilace  seven  days, 
and,  if  favoured  with  a  good  wind,  1  hope  soon  to  hear  of 
their  being  safe  in  Kennebeck  River.  For  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Congress,  I  here  enclose  a  copy  of  the  proposed  route. 
No.  3.  1  also  do  myself  the  honour  of  enclosing  a  mani- 
festo, which  I  caused  to  be  printed  here,  and  of  which  Col. 
Arnold  has  taken  a  suitable  number  with  him  ;  this  is  the 
enclosure.  No.  4.  1  have  also  forwarded  a  copy  of  his  in- 
structions, No.  5  ;  from  all  which  I  hope  the  Congress  will 
have  a  clear  view  of  the  motives,  plan,  and  intended  exe- 
cution of  this  enterprise,  and  that  I  shall  be  so  happy  as  to 
meet  with  their  approbation  in  it. 

I  was  the  more  induced  to  make  this  detachment,  as  it  is 
my  clear  opinion,  from  a  careful  observation  of  the  move- 


ments of  the  enemy,  corroborated  by  all  the  intelligence  we 
receive  by  deserters  and  others,  (of  the  former  of  whom  we 
have  some  every  day,)  that  the  enemy  have  no  intention  to 
come  out  until  they  are  re-enforced.  They  have  been 
wholly  em|)loyed,  for  some  time  past,  in  procuring  materials 
for  barracks,  fuel,  and  making  other  preparations  for  winter. 
These  circumstances,  with  the  constant  additions  to  their 
works,  which  are  apparently  defensive,  have  led  to  the 
above  conclusion,  and  enabled  me  to  spare  this  body  of 
men,  where  1  lioj)e  they  will  be  usefully  and  successfully 
employed. 

The  state  of  inactivity  in  which  this  Army  has  lain  for 
some  time  by  no  means  corresponds  with  my  wishes,  by 
some  decisive  stroke,  to  relieve  my  Country  from  the  heavy 
expense  its  subsistence  must  create.  After  frequently  re- 
connoitring the  situation  of  the  enemy  in  the  Town  of 
Boston,  collecting  all  possible  intelligence,  and  digesting 
the  whole,  a  surprise  did  not  appear  to  me  wholly  imprac- 
ticable, though  hazardous.  1  communicated  it  to  the  Gen- 
eral Officers  some  days  before  I  called  them  to  a  council, 
that  they  might  be  prepared  with  their  opinions  ;  the  result 
I  have  the  honour  of  sending,  in  the  enclosure,  No.  6.  I 
cannot  say  that  1  have  wholly  laid  it  aside  ;  but  new  events 
may  occasion  new  measures.  Of  this  1  hope  the  honourable 
Congress  can  need  no  assurance,  that  theie  is  not  a  man 
in  America  who  more  earnestly  wishes  such  a  termination 
of  the  campaign  as  to  make  the  Army  no  longer  neces- 
sary. 

The  season  advances  so  fast  that  I  have  given  orders  to 
prepare  barracks  and  other  accommodations  lor  the  winter. 
The  great  scarcity  of  tow  cloth  in  this  Country,  1  feai',  will 
totally  disappoint  us  in  our  expectations  of  procuring  hunt- 
ing shirts.  Governour  Cooke  informs  me  few  or  none  are 
to  be  had  in  Rhode-Island,  and  Governour  Trumbull  gives 
me  little  encouragement  to  expect  many  from  Connecticut. 
I  have  filled  u|i  the  office  of  Quartermastei-General,  which 
the  Congress  was  pleased  to  leave  to  me,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Major  jMiJfli It,  which  I  hope  and  believe  will  be 
universally  acceptable. 

It  gives  me  great  pain  to  be  obliged  to  solicit  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Jionourable  Congress  to  the  state  of  this  Army, 
in  terms  which  imply  the  slightest  apprehension  of  being 
neglected.  But  my  situation  is  inexpressibly  distressing,  to 
see  the  winter  fast  approaching  upon  a  naked  Army;  the 
time  of  their  seivice  within  a  few  weeks  of  expiring,  and 
no  provision  yet  made  for  such  important  events  ;  added  to 
these,  the  military  chest  is  totally  exhausted  ;  the  Pay- 
master has  not  a  single  dollar  in  hand.  The  Commis- 
sary-General assures  me  he  has  strained  his  credit,  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  Army,  to  the  utmost.  The  Quarter- 
master-General is  precisely  in  the  same  situation  ;  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  Troops  are  in  a  state  not  far  from  mu- 
tiny, upon  the  deduction  from  their  stated  allowance.  I 
know  not  to  whom  I  am  to  impute  this  failure ;  but  I  am 
of  0|jinion,  if  the  evil  is  not  immediately  remedied,  and 
more  punctuality  observed  in  future,  the  Army  must  abso- 
lutely break  up.  I  hoped  I  had  expressed  myself  so  fully 
on  this  subject,  both  by  letter  and  to  those  members  of  the 
Congress  who  honoured  the  camp  with  a  visit,  that  no  dis- 
appointment could  possibly  happen.  I  therefore  hourly 
expected  advice  from  the  Paymaster  that  he  had  received 
a  fresh  supply,  in  addition  to  the  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  thousand  Dollars  delivered  him  in  August,  and  thought 
myself  warranted  to  assure  the  publick  creditors  that  in  a 
few  days  they  should  be  satisfied.  But  the  delay  has  brought 
matters  to  such  a  ciisis  as  admits  of  no  farther  uncertain 
expectation.  I  have  therefore  sent  off  this  express,  with 
orders  to  make  all  possible  despatch.  It  is  my  most  earnest 
request  that  he  may  be  returned  with  all  possible  expedi- 
tion, unless  the  honourable  Congress  have  already  forwarded 
what  is  so  indispensably  necessary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  most  sincere  respect 
and  regard,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  ser- 
vant, Geoi'.ge  Washington. 

[No.  1.] 
In  Provincial  Congress,  Watortown,  May  12,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  establishment  be  made  for 
ten  Companies  of  Matrosses :  Captain,  six  Pounds  ten 
Shillings  per  month  ;  Captain-Lieutenant,  five  Pounds  ten 
Shillings;    First  Lieutenant,  four  Pounds  ten   Shillings; 
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and  take  ilie  proper  steps  to  procuie 


two  Second  Lieutenants,  each,  three  Pounds  twelve  Shll-  General  Schuylc 

lin^s;  Ser-'eants,  each,  two  Pounds  ten  Shillings  ;  Corpo-  Inni. 
rals  each  uvo  Pounds  six  Shillings  ;  six  Boinhardiers,  each,  Nothmg  new  has  occurred  in  the  camp,  nor  have  we  any 

two'Poun'ds  four  Shillings  and  six  Pence;  six  Gunners,  each,  important  intelligence  from  the  Southward,  or  i'«;o/7e,  since 

two  Pounds  lour  Shillings';  thirty-two  Matrosses,  each,  two  you  lel't  us. 

Pounds  three  Shillings.  Most  heartily  wishing  you  all  expedition  and  success,  1 

For  Chief  Engineer,  four  Sub-Engineers,  Commissary  of  remain  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Ordnance,  Cleik's,  four  Conductors,  and  Laboratory  Men,  J.  Rttu. 

no  pay  established.  v     .^ 


[Xo.  a.] 

To  his  ErccUency  Georcik  VVAsmsfn-oN,  Esq.,  L'ommand- 
er-in- Chief  of  the  Continental  Army,  humbly  shcu-cth: 
That  your  petitioners,  Delegates  from  the  several  Regi- 
ments and  Brigades  mentioned,  viz :  Colonel  Brewer's, 
Colonel  Fe//ou)5'«,  Colonel  Cottons,  Colonel  Larnard's,  in 
General  Thomas's  Brigade;  Colonel  AF(j/A.-c/-'i-,  from  Gene- 
ral Spencer's;  two  Regiments  in  General  Sullivan's:  five 
Reiriments  in  General  Green's  ;  and  six  Regiments  in  Gene 


By  his  Excellency  Geokge  Washington,  Esquire,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies 
of  Nurth-.\mekica. 
To  the  Inhabitants  o/'Canada: 

Friends  and  Brethken  :  The  unnatural  contest  be- 
tween the  English  Colonies  and  Great  Britain  has  now 
risen  to  such  a  height,  that  arms  alone  must  decide  it. 
The  Colonies,  confiding  in  the  justice  of  their  cause  and 
the  purity  of  their  intentions,  have  reluctantly  appealed  to 


ral  Heath's ;  one  from  Colonel  Frye's.  That  soon  after  the     tl'^t  Being  in  whose  hands  are  all  human  events.     He  has 
unhappy  commencement  of  hostilities  between  Great  Bri-     l"therto  smded  upon  then;  vrtuous  ellorts.      1  he  band  of 


tyranny  has  been  arrested  in  its  ravages,  and  the  British 
arms,  which  have  shone  with  so  much  splendour  in  every 
part  of  the  globe,  are  now  tarnished  with  disgrace  and 
disappointment.  Generals  of  approved  experience,  who 
boasted  of  subduing  this  great  Continent,  find  themselves 


tain  and  the  Colonies,  we  entered  into  the  service  of  said 
Colonies,  in  the  rank  of  Second  Lieutenants ;  this  we  did 
from  a  firm  persuasion  of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  from 
a  determination  to  risk  our  lives  in  its  defence.     We  need 

not  mention  to  your  Excellency  how  disagreeable  our  cir-  .  _.  r  ■  <  f  j-  i 
cumstances  must  be,  when  our  pay,  as  established  by  the  cn-cumscnbed  w,th,n  the  lumts  of  a  single  C.ty  and  us  sub- 
Continental  Congress,  is  so  small  that  it  renders  us  wholly  urbs  sulienng  ad  the  shame  and  distress  o  a  siege,  while 
incapable  of  appearing  in  a  manner  suitable  to  our  sta-  t'^e  freeborn  sons  ol  America,  animated  by  the  genume 
t,on,  with  barely  three  Pounds  per  month  :  although  many  pruiciples  ol  liberty  and  love  of  their  Country,  with  in- 
of  our  Colonies  aforetime  voted  to  officers  of  our  rank  creasing  union,  firmness,  and  discipline,  repel  every  attack, 
the  sum  of  three  Pounds  ten  Shillings  or  four  Pounds  per  and  despise  every  danger.  Above  all,  we  rejoice  that  our 
month.  We  are  under  a  necessity  of  conducting  very  much  enemies  have  been  deceived  with  regard  to  you  ;  they  have 
beneath  the  rank  we  sustain  ;  besides,  many  of  us  have  lami-  persuaded  themselves,  they  have  even  dared  to  '--   •'- 


that 
the  Canadians  were  not  capable  of  distinguishing  between 
the  blessings  of  liberty  and  the  wretciiedness  of  slavery  ; 
that  gratifying  the  vanity  of  a  little  circle  of  nobility 
would  blind  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  Canada ;  by  such 
artifices  they  hoped  to  bend  you  to  their  views,  but  they 
have  been  deceived  ;  instead  of  finding  in  \ou  that  poverty 


lies,  who,  deprived  of  our  assistance  at  home,  can  receive 
no  advantage  from  our  present  pay.  Your  Excellency  is 
also  sensible  that  our  task  of  duty  is  in  all  respects  equal 
to  that  of  the  First  Lieutenants;  therefore,  we  cannot  con- 
ceive the  reason  of  the  disproportion  in  our  pay.     These, 

may  it  please  your  Excellency,  are  our  grievances.     We  ,      .  .       ,  .  ,  ,       . 

would  entreat  your  Excellencv's  advice  and  assistance.  We     of  soul   and  baseness  ol  spirit,   they  see,  with  a  chagrin 

doubt  not  but  your  Excellenc'y  will  do  every  thing  in  your     equal  to  our  joy,  that  you  are  enlightened,  generous,  and 

■■'    •  virtuous;  that  you  will  not  renounce  your  own  rights,  or 

serve   as   instruments  to  deprive   your  fellow-subjects  of 
theirs. 

Come,  then,  my  brethren,  unite  with  us  in  an  indissolu- 
ble union ;  let  us  run  together  to  the  same  goal,  ^\'e  have 
taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  our  liberty,  our  property,  our 
wives,  and  our  children;  we  are  determined  to  preserve 
them  or  die.  We  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  that  day, 
not  far  remote,  we  hope,  when  the  inhabitants  o(  America 
shall  have  one  sentiment,  and  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
blessings  of  a  free  Government.  Incited  by  these  motives, 
and  encouraged  by  the  advice  of  many  friends  of  liberty 
among  you,  the  grand  American  Congress  have  sent  an 
Army  into  your  Province,  under  the  command  of  General 
Schuyler,  woi  to  plunder,  but  to  protect  you  ;  to  animate 
and  bring  forth  into  action  those  sentiments  of  freedom  you 
iiave  disclosed,  and  which  the  tools  of  despotism  would 
extinguish  through  the  whole  creation.  To  co-operate  with 
this  design,  and  to  frustrate  those  cruel  and  perfidious 
schemes  which  would  deluge  our  frontiers  with  the  blood 
of  women  and  children,  I  liave  detached  Colonel  Arnold 
into  your  Country,  with  a  part  of  the  Army  under  my 
command.  I  have  enjoined  upon  him,  and  1  am  certain 
that  he  will  consider  himself,  and  act  as  in  the  Country  of 
his  patrons  and  best  fiiends.  Necessaries  and  accommo- 
dations of  every  kind  which  you  may  furnish  he  will 
thankfully  receive,  and  render  the  full  value.  1  invite  you, 
therefore,  as  friends  and  brethren,  to  jjrovide  him  with  such 
supplies  as  your  Country  affords;  and  I  pledge  myself  not 
only  for  your  safety  and  security,  but  for  ample  com])ensa- 
tion.  Let  no  man  desert  his  habitation.  Let  no  one  flee 
as  before  an  eiienn  .  The  cause  of  ^wcnVn  and  of  liberty 
is  the  cause  of  every  virtuous  American  citizen,  whatever 
may  be  his  religion  or  his  descent.  The  United  Colonies 
know  no  distinction  but  such  as  slavery,  corruption,  and 
arbitrary  domination,  may  create.  Come,  then,  ye  generous 
citizens,  range  yourselves  under  the  standard  of  general 
liberty,  against  which  all  the  force  and  artifice  of  tyranny 


power  to  remove  this  dilficulty.  We  love  the  service  ; 
glory  in  the  cause,  and  are  willing  to  spend  our  blood  and 
treasure  in  its  defence.  We  pray  your  Excellency's  direc- 
tion in  what  manner  we  shall  proceed  ;  and  your  petition- 
ers, as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

Signed  for  and  by  order  of  said  Committee : 

John  Smith,  Clerk. 

[No.  3.]  _ 
Route  to  QuKBECK,_/roHj  Kf.nnebeck  Rivcr. 
From  the  mouth  of  Kennebcck  River  to  (^uebcck,  on  a 
straight  line,  is  two  hundred  and  ten  miles.  The  river  is 
navigable  for  sloops  about  thirty-eight  miles,  and  for  flat-bot- 
tomed boats  about  twenty-two  miles;  then  you  meet  Jaco- 
nickFalls,  and  from  Jaconick  Falls  to  Norridgcwock,  as  the 
river  runs,  thirty-one  miles ;  from  thence  to  the  first  carrying 
place,  about  thirty  miles ;  carrying  place  four  miles,  then  a 
pond  to  cross,  and  another  carrying  place,  about  two  miles 
to  another  pond  ;  then  a  carrying  place  about  three  or  four 
miles  to  another  pond;  then  a  carrying  place  to  the  west- 
ern branch  of  Kenncbcck  River,  called  ihe  Dead  River; 
then  up  that  river,  as  it  runs,  thirty  miles,  some  small  falls 
and  short  carrying  places  around  thein  intervening ;  then 
vou  come  to  the  lieight  of  the  land,  and  about  six  miles 
carrying  place,  into  a  branch  which  leads  into  Ammigniiiick 
Pond,  the  head  of  Chaudicre  River,  which  falls  into  the  St. 
Ijuicrence  River  about  four  miles  above  (-liicbcck. 

To  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold; 

Sir:  The  bearer.  Lieutenant  Gray,  will  deliver  you  the 
manifestoes,  which  have  been  much  longer  delayed  than  we 
expected.  You  will,  by  him,  send  a  particular  account  of 
your  situation  and  pros|)ects,  and  every  other  circumstance 
material.  If  this  should  not  find  you  at  Ncivbury,  where 
we  learn  you  have  been  much  delayed,  you  will  direct  Mr. 
Os7oald   to  inform  the  bearer  where  he  left  the  publick 


horse  which  he  rode  from  hence  when  he  went  express  to    will  never  be  able  to  prevail.      George  Washington. 
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Camp  at  Cambridge,  Septcmbor  14,  1775. 

To  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold,  Commandtr  of  the  De- 
tachment  of  the   Continental  Army   dentinal  against 

QUEBECK  : 

Sir:  You  are  intrusted  with  a  coniiiiand  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  the  interest  and  liberties  of  America  ;  upon 
your  conduct  and  courage,  and  that  of  tlie  officers  and  sol- 
diers detached  on  this  expedition,  not  only  the  success  of 
the  present  enterprise,  and  your  own  honour,  but  the 
safety  and  welfare  of  tlie  whole  Continent,  may  depend. 
I  charge  you,  therefore,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  under 
your  coinniand,  as  you  value  your  own  safety  and  honour, 
and  the  favour  and  esteem  of  your  Country,  that  you  con- 
sider yourselves  as  marching,  not  through  an  enemy's 
Country,  but  that  of  our  friends  and  brethren — for  such 
the  inhabitants  of  Canada  and  the  Indian  Nations  have  ap- 
proved themselves  in  this  unhappy  contest  between  Great 
Britain  and  America ;  that  you  check,  by  every  motive  of 
duty  and  fear  of  punishment,  every  attempt  to  plunder  or 
insult  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada.  Sliould  any 
American  soldier  be  so  base  and  infamous  as  to  injure  any 
Canadian  or  Indian,  in  his  person  or  property,  I  do  most 
earnestly  enjoin  you  to  bring  him  to  such  severe  and  exem- 
plary punishment  as  the  enormity  of  the  crime  may  require  ; 
should  it  extend  to  death  itself,  it  will  not  be  dispropor- 
tioned  to  its  guilt  at  such  a  time  and  in  such  a  cause. 
But  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  brave  men  who  have  volun- 
tarily engaged  in  this  expedition  will  be  governed  by  dif- 
ferent views;  that  order,  discipline,  and  regularity  of  beha- 
viour, will  be  as  conspicuous  as  their  courage  and  valour. 
I  also  give  it  in  charge  to  you  to  avoid  all  disrespect  or 
.;  contempt  of  the  religion  of  the  Country ;  and  if  common 

•  prudence,  policy,  and  a  true  Christian  spirit,  will  lead  us  to 

look  with  compassion  upon  their  errours,  without  insulting 
them,  while  we   are  contending  for  our  own  liberty,  we 
should  be  very  cautious  of  violating  the  rules  of  conscience 
^  in  others,  ever  considering  that  God  alone  is  the  judge  of 

■  the  heart  of  man,  and  to  liim  only  in  this  case  they  are 

answerable. 

Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  I  beg  you  to  inculcate  upon  the 
officers  and  soldiers  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  strictest 
order  during  their  march  through  Canada ;  to  represent  to 
them  the  shame,  disgrace,  and  ruin,  to  themselves  and 
Country,  if  they  should,  by  their  conduct,  turn  the  heart 
of  our  brethren  in  Canada  against  us;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  honours  and  rewards  which  await  them,  if,  by 
their  prudence  and  good  behaviour,  they  conciliate  the 
atlections  of  the  Canadians  and  Indians  to  the  great  inte- 
rests o(  America,  and  convert  those  favourable  dispositions 
they  have  shown  into  a  lasting  union  and  aliection. 

Thus  wishing  you,  and  the  otricers  and  soldiers  under 
your  command,  honour,  safety,  and  success,  1  remain.  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  jiumble  servant, 

George  Washington. 

[No.  5.] 
By  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esquire,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies 
of  North-America. 
To  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold  : 

1.  You  are  immediately  on  their  march  from  Cambridge 
to  take  the  command  of  the  detachment  from  the  Coini- 
nental  Army  against  (^uebeck,  and  use  all  possible  expe- 
dition, as  the  winter  season  is  now  advancing,  and  the 
success  of  this  enterprise  (under  God)  depends  wholly 
upon  the  spirit  with  which  it  is  pushed,  and  the  favourable 
disposition  of  the  Canadians  and  Indians. 

•2.  When  you  come  to  Newburyport,  you  are  to  make 
all  possible  inquiry  what  men  of  war  or  cruisers  there  may 
be  on  the  coast,  to  which  this  detachment  may  be  exposed 
on  their  voyage  to  Kcnneheck  River;  and  if  you  shall  find 
that  there  is  danger  of  being  intercepted,  you  are  not  to 
proceed  by  water,  but  by  land,  taking  care  on  the  one 
hand  not  to  be  diverted  by  light  and  vague  reports,  and 
on  the  other  not  to  expose  the  Troops  rashly  to  a  danger 
which  by  many  judicious  persons  has  been  deemed  very 
considerable. 

3.  You  are  by  every  means  in  your  power  to  endeavour 
to  discover  the  real  sentiments  of  the  Canadians  towards 
our  cause,  and   particularly  as  to  this  expedition;  ever 


bearing  in  mind  that  if  they  are  averse  to  it,  and  will  not 
co-operate,  or  at  least  willingly  acquiesce,  it  must  fail  of 
success.  In  this  case  you  are  by  no  means  to  prosecute 
the  attempt.  The  expense  of  the  expedition  and  the  disap- 
pointment are  not  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  dan- 
gerous consequences  which  may  ensue  from  irritating  them 
against  us,  and  detaching  them  from  that  neutrality  which 
they  have  adopted. 

4.  In  order  to  cherish  those  favourable  sentiments  to  the 
American  cause  that  they  have  manifested,  you  are  as 
soon  as  you  arrive  in  their  Country  to  disperse  a  number 
of  the  addresses  you  will  have  with  you,  particularly  in 
those  parts  where  your  route  shall  lie,  and  observe  the 
strictest  discipline  and  good  order,  by  no  means  sufiering 
any  inhabitant  to  be  abused,  or  in  any  manner  injured, 
either  in  his  person  or  property  ;  punishing  with  exemplary 
severity  every  person  who  shall  transgress,  and  making 
ample  compensation  to  the  party  injured. 

5.  You  are  to  endeavour,  on  the  other  hand,  to  conci- 
liate the  atiections  of  those  people,  and  such  Indians  as 
you  may  meet  with,  by  every  means  in  your  power;  con- 
vincing them  that  we  come  at  the  request  of  many  of  their 
principal  people,  not  as  robbers,  or  to  make  war  upon 
them,  but  as  the  friends  and  supporters  of  their  liberties  as 
well  as  ours;  and,  to  give  efficacy  to  these  sentiments,  you 
must  carefully  inculcate  upon  the  officers  and  soldiers 
under  your  command,  that  not  only  the  good  of  their 
Country,  and  their  honour,  but  their  safety,  depends  upon 
the  treatment  of  these  people. 

6.  Check  every  idea  and  crush  in  its  earliest  stage  every 
attempt  to  plunder,  even  those  who  are  known  to  be  ene- 
mies to  our  cause  ;  it  will  create  dreadful  apprehensions  in 
our  friends,  and  when  it  is  once  begun,  none  can  tell  where 
it  will  stop.  I  therefore  again  most  expressly  order  that  it 
be  discouraged  and  punished,  in  every  instance,  without 
distinction. 

7.  Whatever  King's  stores  you  shall  be  so  fortunate  as 
to  possess  yourselves  of  are  to  be  secured  for  the  Conti- 
nental use,  agi-eeable  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  war 
published  by  the  honourable  Congress.  The  officers  and 
men  may  be  assured  that  any  extraordinary  services  per- 
formed by  them  will  be  suitably  rewarded. 

S.  Spare  neither  pains  nor  expense  to  gain  all  possible 
intelligence  on  your  march,  to  prevent  surprises  and  acci- 
dents of  every  kind  ;  and  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  corres- 
pond with  General  Schuyler,  so  that  you  may  act  in  concert 
with  him.  This  I  think  may  be  done  by  means  of  the 
St.  Francois  Indians. 

9.  In  case  of  a  union  with  General  Schuyler,  or  if  he 
should  be  in  Canada  upon  your  arrival  there,  you  are  by 
no  means  to  consider  yourself  as  upon  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent command,  but  are  to  put  yourself  under  him,  and 
follow  his  directions.  Upon  this  occasion,  and  all  others,  I 
recommend  most  earnestly  to  avoid  all  contention  about 
rank.  In  such  a  cause,  every  post  is  honourable  in  which 
a  man  can  serve  his  Country. 

10.  If  Lord  Chatham's  son  should  be  in  Canada,  and 
in  any  way  fiill  in  your  power,  you  are  enjoined  to  treat 
him  with  all  possible  deference  and  respect.  You  cannot  err 
in  paying  too  much  honour  to  the  son  of  so  illustrious  a 
character  and  so  true  a  friend  to  America.  Any  other 
prisoners  who  may  fall  into  your  bands  you  will  treat  with 
as  much  humanity  and  kindness  as  may  be  consistent  with 
your  own  safety  and  the  publick  interest.  Be  very  parti- 
cular in  restraining  not  only  your  own  Troops  but  the  Li- 
dians  from  all  acts  of  cruelty  and  insult  which  will  disgrace 
the  American  arms,  and  irritate  our  fellow-subjects  against 
us. 

11.  You  will  be  particularly  careful  to  pay  the  full  value 
for  all  provisions  or  other  accommodations  which  the  Ca- 
jiadians  may  provide  for  you  on  your  march  ;  by  no  means 
press  them  or  any  of  their  cattle  into  your  service,  but 
amply  compensate  those  wdio  voluntarily  assist  you.  For 
this  purpose  you  are  provided  with  a  sum  of  money  in 
specie,  which  you  will  use  with  as  much  frugality  and 
economy  as  your  necessities  and  good  policy  will  admit, 
keeping  as  exact  account  as  possible  of  your  disburse- 
ments. 

12.  You  are  by  every  opportunity  to  inform  me  of  your 
progress,  your  prospect,  and  intelligence,  and  upon  any  im- 
portant occurrence  to  despatch  an  express. 
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1.3.  As  the  season  is  now  far  advanced,  you  are  lo  make 
all  possible  dLspaich;  bui  if  unforeseen  difficulties  should 
arise,  or  if  the  wuailier  should  become  so  severe  as  to 
render  ii  hazardous  to  proceed,  in  your  own  judgment  and 
that  of  your  principal  ollicers,  whom  you  are  to  consult,  in 
that  case  you  are  lo  return,  giving  me  as  early  notice  as 
possible,  that  I  may  give  you  such  assistance  as  may  be 
necessary. 

14.  As  the  contempt  of  the  religion  of  a  Country,  by 
ridiculing  any  of  its  ceremonies  or  affronting  its  .Ministers 
or  votaries,  has  ever  been  deeply  resented,  you  are  to  be 
particularly  careful  to  restrain  every  officer  and  soldier 
from  such  imprudence  and  folly,  and  to  punish  every 
instance  of  it.  On  the  other  hand,  as  far  as  lies  in  your 
power,  you  are  to  protect  and  sup|)ort  the  free  exercise  o( 
the  religion  of  the  Country,  and  the  undisturbed  enjoyment 
of  the  rights  of  conscience  in  religious  matters,  \\ith  your 
utmost  inHuLMice  and  authority. 

Given,  S^c,  1  1th  iii pdinbtr,  1775. 

Gkohge  Washington. 

[.No.  C] 

C'ambriJgc,  September  6,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  As  I  mean  to  call  upon  you  in  a  day  or 
two  for  your  opinions  upon  a  point  of  very  great  impor- 
tance to  the  welfare  of  the  Continent  in  general,  and  lliis 
Colony  in  jiarticular,  I  think  it  proper,  indeed  an  incum- 
bent duty  on  me,  previous  to  this  meeting  to  intimate  to 
you  the  end  and  design  of  it,  that  )  ou  may  have  time  to 
consider  the  matter  with  that  deliberation  and  attention 
wiiich  the  importance  of  it  requires: 

It  is  to  know  whether,  in  your  judgments,  we  cannot  make 
a  successful  attack  upon  the  Troops  in  Boston,  by  means 
of  boats,  co-operated  by  an  attempt  upon  their  lines  at 
Iloxbury.  The  success  of  such  an  enterprise  depends,  I 
well  know,  upon  the  all-wise  Disposer  of  events,  and  is 
not  within  the  reach  of  human  wisdom  to  foretell  the 
issue  ;  but  if  the  prospect  is  fair,  the  undertaking  is  justifi- 
able, imder  the  following  among  other  reasons  which  may 
be  assigned. 

The  season  is  now  fast  approaching  when  warm  and 
comfortable  barracks  must  be  erected  for  the  security  of 
the  Troops  against  the  inclemency  of  winter;  large  and 
costly  provision  nmst  be  made  in  the  article  of  wood  for 
the  supply  of  the  Army;  and,  after  all  that  can  be  done 
in  this  way,  it  is  but  too  probable  that  fences,  woods, 
orchards,  and  even  houses  tliemselves,  will  I'all  a  sacrifice 
to  the  want  of  fuel,  before  the  end  of  winter.  A  very 
considerable  difficulty,  if  not  expense,  must  accrue  on  ac- 
count of  clothing  for  the  men  now  engaged  in  the  service  ; 
and  if  they  do  not  enlist  again,  this  diliiculty  will  be  in- 
creased to  an  almost  insurmountable  degree.  Blankets,  I 
am  informed,  are  now  much  wanted,  and  not  to  be  got. 
How,  then,  sliall  we  be  able  to  keep  soldiers  to  their  duty 
already  impatient  to  get  home,  when  they  come  to  feel 
the  severity  of  winter,  without  proper  covering?  If  this 
Army  should  not  incline  to  engage  for  a  longer  time  than 
the  1st  o(  Januari/,  what  conseciuences  can  more  certainly 
follow,  than  that  you  must  either  be  obliged  to  levy  new 
Troops,  and  thereby  have  two  sets,  or  partly  so,  in  pay 
at  the  same  time,  or,  by  disbanding  one  set  before  you 
get  the  other,  expose  the  Country  to  desolation,  and  the 
cause  perhaps  to  irretrievable  ruin  ?  These  things  are  not 
unknown  to  the  enemy  ;  perhaps  it  is  the  very  ground 
they  are  building  on,  if  they  are  not  waiting  for  a  large 
re-enforcemunt ;  and  if  they  are  waiting  for  succours,  ought 
it  not  to  give  a  spur  to  the  attempt?  Our  powder,  not 
much  of  which  would  he  consumed  in  such  an  enterprise, 
without  any  certainly  of  a  supply,  is  daily  wasting;  and,  to 
sum  up  the  whole,  in  spile  of  every  saving  that  can  be 
made,  the  expense  of  supporting  this  Army  will  so  far 
exceed  any  idea  that  was  formed  in  Congress  of  it,  that  I 
do  not  know  what  will  be  the  consequences. 

These,  among  many  other  reasons  which  might  be  as- 
signed, induce  nie  to  wish  a  speedy  finish  of  the  dispute; 
but,  to  avoid  these  evils,  we  are  not  to  lose  sight  of  the 
difficulties,  the  hazard,  and  the  loss,  that  may  accompany 
the  attempt,  nor  what  will  be  the  probable  consequences 
of  a  failure. 

That  every  circumstance  for  and  against  this  measure 
may  be  duly  weighed,  that  there  may  be  time  for  doing 
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it,  and  nothing  of  this  importance  resolved  on  but  after 
mature  deliberation,  1  give  you  this  previous  notice  of  my 
intention  of  calling  you  together  on  Monclny  next,  at  nine 
o'clock,  at  which  time  you  are  requested  to  attend  at 
Head-Quarters.  It  is  unnecessary,  1  am  persuaded,  to 
recommend  secrecy.  The  success  of  the  enterprise,  if 
undertaken,  must  depend  in  a  great  measure  upon  the 
suddenness  of  the  stroke. 

1  am,  with  great  esteem,  Gentlemen,  kc, 

Gkorge  Washingto.v. 

To  .Major-Gencrals  Jl'arcl,  Lee,  Putnam;  Brigadier-Gen- 
erals Thomas,  Sjjcnccr,  Heath,  Sutlican,  Gretn,  and 
Gates.  

COUNCIL   OK    WAR. 

At  a  Council  of  War  held  at  Head-Quarters,  Cam- 
briili^c,  September  1 1 ,  1775,  present :  His  Excellency  Ge- 
neral IVashington;  Major-Generals  ll'anl,  Lee,  Putnam ; 
Brigadier-Generals  Thomas,  Heath,  Sullivan,  Spencer, 
and  Green. 

His  Excellency  having  communicated,  by  letter  and  ver- 
bally, to  the  Generals,  for  their  consideration,  a  proposition 
of  making  an  attack  upon  Boston,  by  boats,  assisted  by  an 
attem|)ton  the  Roibury  lines,  assigned  the  following  reasons 
for  such  an  attempt : 

1st.  That  the  winter  was  fast  approaching,  when  warm 
and  comfortable  barracks  must  be  erected  for  the  Troops. 

2d.  Large  and  costly  provision  made  in  the  article  of  wood, 
at  twenty  shillings  per  cord ;  and,  with  the  utmost  exertions, 
fences,  woods,  orchards,  and  even  houses,  will  probably  fall 
a  sacrifice  to  our  necessities  in  this  article,  before  the  expi- 
ration of  winter. 

3d.  A  considerable  difficulty  and  great  expense  will 
accrue  for  clothing  the  men  now  in  the  service  ;  and  if  they 
do  not  re-enlist  at  the  end  of  the  present  term,  it  will  be 
increased  to  a  great  degree.  Blankets,  in  particular,  are 
much  wanted,  and  not  to  be  procured.  The  soldiery  grow 
impatient  to  get  home  already,  and  we  shall  find  it  a  very 
hard  task  to  detain  them,  when  they  feel  the  severity  of  a 
northern  winter,  without  ))roper  covering. 

4th.  If  the  present  Army  should  not  incline  to  engage 
for  a  longer  time  than  the  first  o(  January,  you  must  either 
levy  new  Troops,  and  have  two  Armies,  or  partly  so,  on 
pay  at  the  same  time,  or,  disbanding  one  before  the  other 
is  assembled,  expose  the  Country  to  desolation,  and  the 
cause  to  ruin. 

5tli.  Our  powder  (not  much  of  which  would  be  con- 
sumed in  such  an  enterprise)  is  daily  wasting;  and,  to  sum 
up  the  whole,  with  the  utmost  economy,  the  ex])ense  of  sup- 
inn  ling  this  Army  will  so  far  exceed  any  estimate  yet  formed, 
that  the  consequences  may  be  very  fatal. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  hazard,  the  loss  of  men  in  the 
attempt,  and  the  probable  consequences  of  failure,  are  lo 
be  considered. 

After  duly  weighing  the  above  proposition,  considering 
the  stale  of  the  enemy's  lines,  and  the  expectation  of  soon 
receiving  some  important  advices  from  Lngland,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  make  the 
attemi>t  at  ]iresent,  at  least. 


OUnr.HS  BY  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

lleail-Queirtcrs,  (■aml)riil<rc,  .September  8,  1775. 
(Parolr,  Kdhiflitii.)  (Countersign,  Falkland.) 

Captain  Perry,  of  Colonel  Jf'alkcr's  Regiment,  tried  at 
a  General  Couri-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Alden  was  Pre- 
sident, for  "  permitting  persons  to  pass  the  lines  on  Boston 
Neck,"  is  found  guilty  of  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge, 
but,  from  alleviating  circumstances,  is  sentenced  only  to  be 
severely  reprimanded  at  the  head  of  his  Regiment.  The 
General  approves  the  sentence,  and  orders  it  to  be  put  in 
execution  accordingly. 

The  detachment  going  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Arnold,  lo  be  forthwith  laken  off  the  roll  of  duty,  and  to 
march  this  evening  to  Cambridge  Common,  where  tents  and 
every  thing  necessary  are  provided  for  their  reception.  The 
Ritle  Company  at  lloibury,  and  those  from  Prospect-Hill, 
to  march  early  to-morrow  morning,  to  join  the  above  de- 
tachment. Such  officers  and  men  as  are  taken  from  Gene- 
ral Green's  Brigade,  for  the  above  detachment,  are  to  attend 
the  muster  of  iheir  respective  Regiments  to-morrow  morn- 
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ing,  at  seven  o'chck,  upon  I'rospect-Hill ;  when  tlie  inus-  rendered  unfit  to  serve  in  llie  Continental  Army.  The 
ter  is  finished,  they  are  tbrtliwilh  ro  rejoin  the  detachment  General  approves  the  sentence,  and  directs  it  to  take  place 
at  Cambridge.  

Hoad-Qiiartcrs,  Cambrklg;-,  S,'i.tembcT  9,  1775. 
(Punile,  Grnn-a.)  C<-'<»"it"'iS»,  Hitrljinl.) 

The  Major-General  commanding  the  division  of  the 
Army  posted  between  Prospect- Hill  awl  Cnmhriilge  River 
is  to  be  very  exact  in  obliginj^  the  Colonels  and  Field-Ofli- 
Cfirs  to  lay  in  the  encampments  of  their  respective  Regi- 
ments, and  particularly  the  Colonel  and  Ijlriitenant-Colonel 
of  the  Thirtieth  Retiinicnt. 


lie 


-Qua 


Cambridge,  September  11,  1775. 
(PbtoIp,  Lancmler.J  (CouuUriJgn,  MnldUto,,.} 

Colonel  Ebenezer Bridge,  of  theT\vent}-Seventh  Regi- 
ment of  Foot,  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  tried 
at  a  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Brigadier-General 
Greene  was  President,  for  "  misbehaviom-  and  neglect  of 
duty  in  the  action  at  Bunker's  Hill,  on  the  7th  oi  June 
last."  The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  indisposition  of  body 
rendered  the  prisoner  incapable  of  action,  and  do  therefore 
acquit  him. 

Ensign  Moses  Howe,  of  Colonel  David  Brewer's  Regi- 
ment, tried  by  a  General  Court-.Alartial,  whereof  Colonel 
Alden  was  President,  for  "  contempt  of  the  service."  The 
Court,  after  due  examination  of  the  evidence,  acquit  the 


mnnediately. 

Moses  Pickett,  soldier  in  Captain  Merrit's  Company, 
Colonel  Glover's  Regiment,  tried  at  a  General  Court- .Mar- 
tial for  "  disobedience  of  orders  and  damning  his  officers," 
is  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  receive  thiity  lashes  upon 
his  bare  back,  and  afterwards  drummed  out  of  the  Regi- 
ment. The  General  orders  the  punishment  to  be  inflicted 
at  the  head  of  the  Regiment  to-morrow  morning,  at  troop 
beating. 

As  Colonel  Frye's  Brigade  is  to  be  mustered  to-morrow 
morning,  Cieneral  Heath's  Brigade  will  furnish  the  guards, 
in  and  about  Camliridi^e,  for  to-morrow. 


prisoner. 

Ensign  Levi  Bowcn,  of  the 


3me   Regiment,  and  tried 
*by  the  same  General  Court-Martial  for  "absenting  from  his 
Regiment  without  leave."     The  Cou 
guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  his  charge 
sentence  him  to  be  cashiered. 

General  Heath's  Brigade  to  be  mustered  upon  Thursday 
morning  next,  at  eleven  o'clock;  and  Colonel  Frye's  Bri- 
gade upon  Saturday  morning,  at  the  same  time. 

Colonel  Thompson's  Battalion  of  Riflemen,  posted  upon 
Prospect-Hill,  to  take  their  sliare  of  all  duty,  of  guard  and 
fatigue,  with  the  Brigade  they  encamp  with 


Ilead.Quiirtera,  ('anibri<lge,  Septemhor  16,  1775. 
(Parole,  Hllmhigtnri.}  {Coiimersign,  Tork.) 

James  Finlcy,  Sergeant  in  Ca])tain  Price's  Company  of 
Riflemen,  tried  by  a  General  Court-Martial  for  "  express- 
ing himself  disrespectfully  of  the  Continental  Association, 
and  drinking  General  Gage's  health."  The  Court  sentence 
the  prisoner  to  be  deprived  of  his  arms  and  accoutrements, 
put  in  a  horse-cart,  with  a  rope  around  his  neck,  and 
drummed  out  of  the  Army,  and  rendered  forever  incapable 
of  serving  in  the  Continental  Army. 

Sergeant  John  Cotton,  in  Colonel  Cotton's  Regiment, 
tried  by  the  same  General  Court-Martial  for  "  defrauding 
tlie  Regiment  of  part  of  their  allowance  of  provisions." 
The  Court  sentence  the  prisoner  to  refund  and  pay  back 
fourteen  Pounds  six  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  to  said  Regi- 
(ind  the  prisoner  ment,  and  be  disqualified  to  serve  in  said  Regiment,  as 
and  do  therefore     Quartermaster-Sergeant,  for  the  future. 


A  Genera   Court-Martial  to  sit  as  soon  as  possible,  to  ,^  ,         ,     r .,     rr       .     r-    ,  d„  •„     ,  • 

,  ,-  ,      r>     •  1  •  •     1  Jono;»!e^  ol  the  iwenty-rirst  Kegiment,  is 

try  the  men  of  that  Kegiment.  who  are  now  prisoners  in  the  .     ^       //'    t>  ■  ,   ,    ,  i     ,i  „  „^ „„,i„f. 

•'.  1      J       D  .  TTii       )  I    c c,      .■      n  to  oeM-eH*  iot/i^,  to  take  the  command  ol 

main  n-uard  and  at  Prospect- Hill,  and  accused  o(  "mutiny.  ' 


rospcci-jtiui,-Ana  accused  or  •■mutiny. 

The  R'flemen  posted  at  Roxlmry,  and  towards  Letch- 
more's  Point,  are  to  do  duty  with  the  Brigade  they  are 
posted  with. 

The  General  Court-Martial  to  meet  to-morrow  morning 
at  seven  o'clock,  to  consist  of  three  Field-OlHceis  and  ten 
Captains.  

Head-Quarters,  Canibridjje,  .Septe 


Hcad-Qu;:rterd,  (.Jauibridge,  September  17,  1775. 

(P.nr.,k-,  Andm^er.)  CCuunteisigTl,  Bti-crly.) 

The  Reverend  Mr.  John  Murray  is  appointed  Chaplain 
to  the  Rhode-Island  Regiments,  and  is  to  be  respected  as 
such. 

Colonel  Prescott  being  taken  sick,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
to  go  forthwith 
that  post. 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge 


1775. 


The  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Doctor  Church,  Direc- 
tor-General of  the  Hospital,  and  the  respective  Regimental 
Surgeons,  to  be  held  to-morrow,  in  General  Heath's  Bri- 
gade. 


13,  1775. 

(Parole,  Pnnbrokt.)  (Countei-sign,  .Qi« /«<.•.; 

The  thirty-three  Riflemen,  of  Colonel  'Thompson's  Bui- 
talion,  tried  yesterday  by  a  General  Court-I\Iart:al,  whereof 
Colonel  Niion  was  President,  for  "  disobedient  and  muti- 
nous behaviour,"  are  each  of  them  sentenced  to  pay  the 
sum  of  twenty  Shillings,  exceiit  John  Lcamon,  who,  over  convenient 
and  above  his  fine,  is  to  suffer  six  days'  imprisonment.  The 
Paymaster  of  the  Regiment  to  stop  the  fine  from  each 
man,  out  of  their  next  month's  pay,  which  must  be  paid  to 
Doctor  Church,  for  the  use  of  the  General  Hospital. 


Head-Quarters,  Cauibridgc,  September  14,  1775. 
(Panilr,  Roxborovgh.)  (Countersign,  Salem.) 

In  obedience  to  the  general  order  of  the  7th  instant,  the 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Doctor  Church,  the  Director- 
General  of  the  Hospital,  and,  the  respective  Regimental 
Surgeons,  has  been  held  in  General  Sullivan's  Brigade  ;  that 
being  finished,  the  General  orders  t!ie  like  to  be  lield  forth- 
with in  Gene\-a\G rccne's  Brigade. 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  15,  1775. 
(Parole,  Pittsburgh.)  (Countersign,  Mjrer  J 

Colonel  John  Mansfield,  of  the  Nineteenth  Regiment  of 
Foot,  tried  at  a  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Brigadier- 
General  Greene  was  President,  for  "  remissness  and  back- 
wardness in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  at  the  late  engage- 
ment on  Bunker's  Hill."  The  Court  found  the  prisoner 
guilty  of  the  charge,  and  of  a  breach  of  the  forty-ninth 
article  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Massachusetts 
Army,  and   therefore   sentence   him   to  be  cashiered,  and 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  20,  1775. 
(P.irole,  Falmouth.)  (Countersign,  Glouccstrr.) 

As  the  commissions  are  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Officers  sei'ving  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  the 
General  recommends  it  to  them  to  apply,  as  soon  as  it  is 
to  him  at  Head-Quarters  for  the  saine.  No 
person  is  to  presume  to  demand  a  Continental  commission 
who  is  not  in  actual  possession  of  the  like  commission  from 
the  proper  authority  of  the  Colony  he  is  at  present  engaged 
to  serve,  which  must  be  produced  at  the  time  application 
is  made  for  a  Continental  commission.  If,  from  unavoidable 
circumstances,  any  gentleman  has  served,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  campaign,  in  tfie  rank  of  a  Commissioned  Offi- 
cer, and  has  not  yet  received  a  commission,  being  justly 
entitled  thereto,  such  Officer's  pretensions  will  be  duly 
weighed  and  considered,  and,  upon  suflicient  proof  of  the 
justice  of  his  claim,  a  commission  will  issue  accordingly. 
The  General  expects  that  every  Officer  delivers  his  present 
commission,  or  claim  to  a  commission,  to  his  Colonel  or 
Oflicer  commanding  the  Regiment ;  and  each  Colonel,  or 
Officer  commanding  a  Regiment,  is  forthwith  to  apply  to  the 
General  for  the  commissions  for  the  Officers  of  his  respec- 
tive Regiments.  The  Colonels  of  the  First,  Second,]^and 
Third  Regiments,  to  apply  to-morrow  morning,  at  nine 
o'clock,  and  so  on,  day  by  day,  until  the  whole  are  sup- 
plied ;  three  Regiments  each  day. 

Head.Quarters  Cambridge,  September  21,  1775. 
(Parole.  Hanover.)  (Coimtersign,  Ipsuieh.j 

Whereas  frequent  applications  are  making  to  the  Gene- 
ral, Commander-in-Chief,  by  Officers  of  all  ranks  and  de- 
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nominations,  for  an  allowance  of  rations  of  1  rovisions,  which 
are  not  only  absokuely  necessary,  but  usual  and  custom- 
arily allowed  to  them,  the  General  has  thought  proper  to 
order  and  direct  that  from  the  first  day  ol  July  last,  there 
be  issued,  by  the  Commissary-General,  the  following  pro- 
portion of  rations,  viz:  T-.  •     J-      r< 

To  each  Major-General,  fifteen  rations;  IJrigadier-Oe- 
neral,  twelve;  Colonel,  six  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  five  ;  Ma-_ 
jor,  four ;  Captain,  three  ;  Suballerii,  two  ;  and  to  each  Stali" 
Ofiicer,  two.  

JKDEDIAH    HLNTlNOrON   TO   GOVERNOLU  TRUMBII.L. 

Roxbury  Camp,  .Scplenibcr  ^1,  1775. 

Honoured  Siii :  I  have  your  favour,  per  post,  enclosing 
the  commissions  for  Brewster  and  rerkins.  We  were 
called  upon,  in  yesterday's  orders  from  head-quarters,  to 
apply  for  our  Continental  commissions.  Some  officers  are 
suspicious  they  shall  be  holden  in  service  during  pleasure 
of  Congress,  and  they  accept  them.  However,  1  believe 
they  will  not  be  so  cautious  as  the  soldiers  are,  who  in 
u-eneral  decline  signing  the  Continental  Articles  of  War, 
test  they  should  be  retained  thereby  longer  than  the  term 
of  their  first  en!ia;;ements. 


To  the  King's  Most  Ercellent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council,  of  your  ancient  Burgh 
of /ri'iTie,  in  Council  assembled,  refieciing  with  abhorrence 
ujjon  the  rebellious  disposition  of  some  of  your  I\lajesty"s 
American  subjects,  and  their  unjustifiable  attempts  to  op- 
pose the  laws  of  this  Realm,  and  to  disturb  the  tranquillity 
of  your  Majesty's  mild  and  merciful  reign,  which  even  the 
unthankful  as  well  as  we  have  experienced,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  as  in  last  war  a  number 
of  brave  sailors  from  this  |)ort  distinguished  themselves  in 
the  glorious  cause  of  your  Majesty  and  their  country, 
against  natural  and  foreign  enemies,  so  we  have  still  num- 
bers e(|ually  brave  and  willing  to  assist  your  Majesty  and 
the  laws  in  reducing  unnatural  and  unprovoked  rebellion, 
in  whatever  part  of  your  extended  Eui[)ire  it  shall  rear  its 
head. 

Deeply  sensible  of  the  blessings  of  the  peace  and  liberty 
which  we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  auspicious  reign, 
fiilly  convinced  of  the  uprightness  of  your  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, and  most  firmly  attached  to  your  Majesty's  per- 
son and  family,  we  also  assure  your  Majesty  we  are  ready 


It  will  be  agreeable  to  me  to  see  the  other  part  of  my     on  all  occasions  to  support  and  defend  your  royal  person 
Rciment,  but  am  sorry  it  must  be  with  the  necessity  of     and  the  Constitution  of  our  country,  with  our  lives  and 
farther  exertions  of  our  Colony  for  its  own  and  the  com- 
mon safety.    How  free  has  she  been  with  men  and  money 
for  the  publick  cause  !     Surely  there 


reward  for  her 
astonished  that  any  thing  in  the  General's  letter 
should  bear  a  construction    injurious  or    "  ' 
Connecticut,  as  it  seems  by  brother  D.' 
Major  is  the  case. 

1  remain  your  dutiful  and  affectionate 
Jkuediai 
T<j  Governour  Trumbull. 


dishonourable  to 
letter  to  brother 


Hi 


fortunes,  against  all  foreign  and  domestick  enemies. 

Signed  in  our  name,  and  by  our  appointment,  at  Irvine, 
the  -^-^d  q{  September,  1775. 

Alex.  ]\!ontgo.merie,  Frovost. 


COVERNOUR  W  ENTWORTH  Tt 


THEODORE  ATKINSON'. 

(to^port,  SoptumbLjr  21,  ll'i 


Sir:  Being  just  arrived  at  the  Shoals,  and  pressed  for 
time,  1  can  only  desire  that  the  enclosed  Proclamation,  for 
proroguing  tlie  General  Court  to  the  -^Jth  of  April  next, 
may  be  forthwith  published  and  made  effectual  to  its  in- 
tent. Mr.  King  will  transmit  me  the  co])y  of  Captain 
Gamble's  Patent,  properly  countersigned. 

I  am,  in  haste,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 


J.  Wentwokti 


lurable  Theodore  Atkinson,  Esq. 


PUOVINCE   of    NEW-HAMPSHIRE. BY  THE   OOVERNOUR. 

A   Pk(3CLAMAT10N. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  is  now  under  adjourn- 
ment to  Thursday,  the  28th  instant,  and  it  appearing  to 
me  no  way  conducive  to  His  Majesty's  service,  or  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Province,  that  the  Assembly  should  meet  on 
that  day,  but  that  it  is  expedient  to  prorogue  them  to  a 
farther  time,  I  have  therefore  thought  fit  to  issue  this  Pro- 
clamation, proroguing  the  meeting  of  the  Cieneral  Assem- 
bly, appointed  to  be  held  at  Portsmouth  on  the  ^Sth  of 
September  instant,  to  the  2  Uh  day  of  yl/(;7/ next,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon ;  and  the  General  Assembly  is 
hereby  prorogued,  accordingly,  to  that  time,  then  to  meet 
at  the  Court-House  in  I'ortsmouth  aforesaiil  ;  and  hereof 
all  persons  concerned  are  to  take  notice,  and  govern  them- 
selves accordingly. 

Given  at  Gosporl,  the  21st  day  of  September,  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George 
the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Ireland,  \img,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &;c.,  and  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  C'/iris«  1775.  j    ^Vfntwoiith 

By  his  Excellency's  command  : 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Secretary. 

ADDRESS  of  THE  PROVOST,  ETC.,  OF  THE  BUBfill  OF  IRVINE. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council,  of  the 
ancient  Burgh  of  Irvine,  in  Council  assembled,  presented 
to  His  Majesty  by  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  George  Ma- 
cartney, Knight  of  the  Bath,  their  Representative  in  Par- 
liament. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  GENTLEMEN,  ETC.,  OF  LIVERPOOL. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Merchants,  and  Tra- 
ders, of  the  Town  o{  Liverpool,*  in  the  County  Palatine  of 
Lancaster,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of 
His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  presented 
to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

AVe,  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Merchants,  and  Traders, 
of  the  Town  o(  Liverpool,  iii  the  County  Palatine  o[  Lan- 
caster, humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Majesty  the 
address  of  a  faithful  and  loyal  people,  to  testify  our  firm 
and  warm  attachment  to  your  Majesty's  illustrious  family, 
the  honour  of  your  Crown,  and  the  dignity  of  your  Empire. 
We  esteem  it  particularly  our  duty  at  this  time  to  declare 
to  the  world  our  affection  to  your  royal  person,  and  our 
detestation  of  the  open  and  daring  contempt  shown  to  the 
legal  authority  and  constitutional  powers  of  these  Realms, 
by  some  of  your  Majesty's  deluded  and  rebellious  subjects 
in  America. 

Firmly  persuaded  that  every  part  of  your  wide  extended 
Colonies  is  and  ougiit  to  be  subject  to  the  legislative  power 
of  Great  Britain,  it  is  with  the  most  affecting  concern  that 
we  reflect  on  civil  discord,  and  the  efTusion  of  blood,  shed 
by  the  hands  of  i^rz^/s/t  sulijects  against  each  other;  and 
we  do  most  sincerely  hope,  ibr  the  glory  of  your  reign  and 
the  welfare  of  all  your  people,  that  when  the  present 
plirensy  of  your  Colonists  slial!  subside,  a  happy  reconcilia- 
tion may  lake  place;  yet  we  cannot  without  the  utmost 
alihorrence  look  upon  the  hand  of  parricide  lifted  up 
against  the  Parent  Country,  its  most  kind  and  generous 
protector.  As  your  Majesty's  fiitlifiil  and  loyal  subjects 
of  Liverpool  have  always  been  ready,  on  every  the  most 
trying  occasion,  to  testify  their  sincere  and  unalterable  alle- 
giance to  your  royal  House,  so  are  w-e  also  equally  ready- 
now  to  exert  our  best  abilities  towards  the  crushing  every 
rebellion,  and  silencing  all  disaffection  that  may  be  har- 

•  Tho  gencr.al  souse  of  the  people  can  by  no  means  bo  inferred  from 
the  number  of  addresses  obtained  liy  Ministerial  influence.  Every 
M.ieistrate  in  a  place  can  ensure  the  interest  of  his  butcher  and  baker; 
the  biitrher  rnn  pirvail  in  the  .'Jinio  manner  on  the  grazier,  and  the 


I'l     ri,    il.iii.ui.     Thus,  though  many  hundreds  may  sign  an 
!>  be  considered  as  the  real  work  of  two  or  three 

/  Ailvfrtiser  is  the  following  short  address  to  the 

aiidr.  ssiTs:  "Our  onco  extensive  trade  to  Africa  is  at  a 
the  cnnimeroo  with  Amnrira  at  an  end.  Peace,  harmony, 
j1  conlidenee,  must  constitute  the  balm  that  can  restore  to 
!  body  politick.  Survey  our  dock;  count  there  the  gallant 
up,  and  useless,  ^\'hou  will  they  be  again  refitted  ?  What 
ic  of  the  Bailor,  tho  tradesman,  the  poor  labourer,  during  tho 
ng  winter?     Answer  me  this,  and   then  again  address." — 


773 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  fee,  SEPTEMBER,  1775. 


774 


boiired  in  the  breasts  of  seditious  and  ill-designing  men, 
who,  under  the  specious  mask  of  liberty,  attempt  to  deceive 
and  seduce  the  minds  of  your  faithful  subjects.  We  are 
iustly  and  sensibly  thankful  for  the  real  enjoyment  of  that 
inestimable  blessing,  in  its  most  pure  and  rational  form, 
under  the  mild  and  auspicious  Government  of  your  Ma- 
jesty. Deeply  impressed  with  these  sentiments  of  grati- 
tude, and  the  innumerable  advantages  we  reap  from  our 
happy  Constitution,  under  your  Majesty's  paternal  care, 
we,  with  all  due  respect,  present  this  our  tribute  of  allegi- 
ance and  fidelity  to  the  best  of  Princes  ;  and  that  the  Crown 
of  these  Realms  may  forever  flourish  upon  you.  Sire,  and 
your  royal  posterity,  is  the  earnest  prayer  of  us,  your  most 
dutiful  and  loyal  subjects. 


EARL  or  DARTMOUTH  TO  GENERAL  HOWE. 

Whitehall,  Soptumber  22,  1775. 

Sir:  It  having  been  thought  expedient,  with  a  view  of 
providing  more  effectually  for  the  security  of  Canada  and 
of  Halifax,  to  change  the  destination  of  the  live  Regiments 
now  ready  to  sail  from  Ireland,  enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy 
of  Lord  Rockford's  letter  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, containing  the  directions  that  have  been  given  on 
tills  occasion,  which  will  point  out  to  you  the  whole  of  that 
arrangement.  I  also  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  state  of 
tlie  ships  taking  in  stores  and  provisions  for  the  use  of  the 
Army,  together  with  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Lords  ot 
Admiralty  thereupon.  And  I  am  to  signify  to  you  His 
Majesty's  pleasure,  that  if,  when  these  ships  arrive  and 
are  unloaded,  you  may  have  occasion  for  them,  in  any 
operations  you  have  in  view,  you  do  detain  tliein  in  His 
Majesty's  service,  such  only  excepted  as  are  chartered  fur 
the  fVest-Indies,  after  delivery  of  their  loading  at  Boston. 

The  last  advices  from  North-America  are  the  fullest 
evidence  of  an  open  and  declared  war,  on  the  part  of  the 
twelve  associated  Colonies;  and  there  is  no  room  left  for 
any  other  consideration  but  that  of  proceeding  against  them 
in  all  respects  with  the  utmost  rigour,  as  the  open  and 
avowed  enemies  of  the  State. 

I  am,  &ic.,  Dartmouth. 

Nowbcrn,  North-Carolina,  September  22,  1775. 

This  week  will  ever  be  remembered  as  the  most  remark- 
able epoch  in  the  annals  of  this  Country,  for  the  discovery 
of  the  grand  repository  and  dark  depositum  of  Governour 
Martin's  infernal  magazine,  which,  with  cool  deliberation, 
he  intended  to  deal  out,  in  missive  weapons  of  death,  to  the 
good  people  of  this  Province.  In  the  Palace  garden,  and 
under  a  fine  bed  of  cabbages,  was  discovered  and  dug  up  a 
barrel  containing  about  three  bushels  of  gunpowder;  in  the 
Palace  cellar  was  also  dug  up  two  quarter-casks  of  the 
same  commodity — the  casks  quite  new,  and  marked  R.  B. 
In  the  Palace  garden  was  also  dug  up  about  one  thousand 
weight  of  musket  balls,  lately  cast ;  about  five  hundred 
weight  of  iron  swivel  balls;  a  large  quantity  of  small  shot, 
lead,  iron,  worms  for  the  cannon,  with  swabs,  rammers, 
artillery  boxes,  matches,  and  the  whole  apparatus  for  his 
park  of  artillery,  which  he  would  have  certainly  mounted 
at  the  Palace,  had  not  the  appearance  of  the  people  of  the 
Town  o(  Newhern,  on  his  attempting  to  move  the  Palace 
guns,  driven  him  from  the  trenches  before  he  had  made 
them  quite  tenable.  It  is  said  his  Excellency,  the  night 
before  he  took  his  precipitate  flight  from  the  Palace,  buried 
these  engines  of  death,  as  they  might  remain  in  places  of 
safety  till  he  or  his  creatures  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
use  them.  The  Palace  cannon,  it  is  said,  were  spiked  up 
after  his  Excellency  left  the  Palace,  by  a  person  who,  no 
doubt,  will  be  obliged  to  answer  for  his  conduct.  As  it  is 
improbable  the  Governour  could  procure  these  deadly 
weapons  without  assistance,  the  Committee  of  this  Town 
and  County  are  using  their  utmost  diligence  to  discover  the 
authors  of  so  black  a  treachery. 


WILLIAM  MACLAY  TO  SKCRETARY  SHIPPEN. 

Sunbury,  September  22,  1775. 

Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  an  estreat  of  the  fines  adjudged  in 
our  Quarter  Sessions,  as  far  back  as  February  Sessions, 
1774.  Before  that  time  there  are  none  worth  attention, 
save  the  fines  of  one  Williams,  alias  Adums,  wiio  broke 


jail  and  escaped.  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  ever  sent 
any  account  of  fines  heretofore,  but  rather  think  I  did  not. 
I  believe  it  is  a  generally  received  opinion,  that  the  Gov- 
ernour remits  the  fine  of  the  woman,  in  cases  of  fornication. 
I  mention  this  circumstance,  as  it  is  likely  the  Sherifl',  under 
the  influence  of  this  opinion,  may  have  omitted  taking  the 
fines  from  them  ;  if  the  Sheriff  has  heretofore  paid  any  of 
the  fines  now  estreated,  it  will  be  easy  to  let  him  have  the 
necessary  credit. 

The  Congress,  at  the  last  meeting,  ordered  the  memorials 
respecting  the  Connecticut  intrusion  to  lie  on  their  table  to 
the  next  meeting,  on  the  5tli  of  September.  In  the  mean 
time,  their  Delegates  were  directed  to  enjoin  a  peaceable 
behaviour  on  their  people.  The  5th  of  September  is  come 
and  past;  the  injunction,  therefore,  is  no  longer  binding, 
according  to  their  mode  of  reasoning.  We  never  had  more 
rumours  about  them  and  their  designs:  Samuel  IVallis 
has  just  now  been  with  me,  respecting  the  conduct  of  one 
Vincent,  who  lives  near  Mr.  Modie.  This  man  was  some 
time  ago  appointed  a  Connecticut  Magistrate,  and  is  now 
at  Wyoming,  in  order  to  pilot  down  three  hundred  of  them 
to  the  West  Branch;  his  son  was  with  him,  and  is  returned, 
and  gives  out  that  his  father  only  waited  until  the  armament 
would  be  ready.  Wallis  says  he  has  taken  some  pains  to 
examine  into  the  story,  and  for  his  part  verily  believes  it 
to  be  true;  if  so,  we  shall  soon  hear  of  them.  They  have 
lately  been  at  great  pains  to  enlist  their  adherents  among 

into  the  twenty-fourth  or  Butler's  Regiment. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  every  motion  of  the  people  at 
Wyoming  is  in  consequence  of  orders  from  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut ;  if  so,  it  is  incontrovertible  that  they  intend,  per 
fas  et  nefas,  to  possess  themselves  of  the  country.  It  seems 
mysterious  that  they  should  be  so  intent  upon  pushing  their 
encroachments  so  far  southward  into  the  Susquehannah  set- 
tlement, while  the  lands  west  of  Wyoming  are  quite  unoc- 
cupied, and  quite  disregarded.  Perhaps  a  west  line  from 
the  most  southern  settlement  ihey  can  effect,  by  art  or  force, 
may  be  contemplated  by  them,  as  the  boundary  of  their 
future  empire;  that  is,  in  case  they  intend  to  leave  Penn- 
sylvania a  name  or  place  at  all  among  the  Colonies. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant,  William  Maclay. 

Mr.  Shippcn. 

RETURN    OF    MINUTE-OFFICERS    IN    SOUTHEAST    PRECINCT, 

DUTCHESS  COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 

Dutchess  County,  Soutlieast  Precinct  Committee,  Sept.  22,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  those  persons  who  have  arranged  them- 
selves in  the  character  of  Minute-Men  in  this  Precinct  do 
assemble  themselves  on  the  26th  instant,  in  order  to  choose 
out  of  their  Company  the  several  Officers  which,  agreeable 
to  directions  of  our  Congress,  are  to  command  such  Com- 
panies; and  that  Thomas  Baldwin,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Nathan- 
iel Foster,  Members  of  this  Committee,  do  attend  and  in- 
spect said  choice,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  Chairman 
of  this  Committee.  Joseph  Crane,  Chairman. 


Southeast  Precinct,  September  20,  1775. 

We  hereby  certify  that,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  order, 
the  Company  of  Minute-Men  therein  referred  to  did,  on 
the  2Gth  instant,  assemble,  and,  under  our  inspection,  made 
choice  o(  Joshua  Barnum,  Jr.,  as  Captain ;  William  Marsh, 
First  Lieutenant ;  Eliakim  Barnum,  Second  Lieutenant; 
and  Jonathan  Crane,  Ensign. 

Thomas  Baldwin, 
Nathaniel  Foster. 


CONNECTICUT  C( 


IMITTEE   OF   SAFETY. 


Friday,  September  22,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety  of 
Connecticut,  holden  at  Lebanon,  present :  His  Honour 
the  Governour,  Hon.  Deputy  Governour  Griswold,  Samuel 
Huntington,  Jedediah  Elderkin,  and  Joshua  West,  Esqrs. 

On  motion  fi-om  Colonel  Saltonstall,  Ordered,  Colonel 
Huntington,  or  Mr.  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jr.,  to  deliver  him, 
for  the  use  of  the  men  raised  lor  defence  oi  New-London, 
thirty  Muskets,  imported  by  Mr.  Shaw,  for  the  Colony;  to 
Dr.  Lee  Lay,  for  Lyme,  five  of  the  same  ;  and  before 
ordered  by  the  Governour  for  Stonington,  fifteen  of  the 
same  Muskets. 
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nominations,  for  an  allowance  of  rations  of  Provisions,  winch 
are  not  only  absolutely  necessary,  but  usual  and  custom- 
arily allowed  to  iliera,  tlie  General  has  thought  proper  to 
order  and  direct  that  from  the  first  day  of  July  last,  there 
be  issued,  by  the  Commissary -General,  the  followmg  pro- 
portion of  rations,  viz :  ■,•,.,■      r- 

To  each  Major-General,  fifteen  rations ;  Jirigadier-Oe- 
neral,  twelve;  Colonel,  six  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  five  ;  Ma-_ 
jor,  four ;  Captain,  three  ;  Subaltern,  two  ;  and  to  each  Stall" 
Officer,  two.  


JKDEDIAH   HL'; 


rrlNGTON"  TO  GOVERNOLU  TRUMBl'I.L. 

Iloxbury  Camp,  .September  21,  1775. 

HoNouiiED  SiK  :  I  have  your  favour,  per  post,  enclosing 
the  commissions  for  Brewster  and  Perkins.  We  were 
called  upon,  in  yesterday's  orders  from  head-quarters,  to 
apply  for  our  Continental  commissions.  Some  officers  are 
suspicious  they  shall  be  lioldon  in  service  during  pleasure 
of  Congress,  and  they  accept  them.  However,  1  believe 
they  wiU  not  be  so  cautious  as  the  soldiers  are,  who  in 
o-eneral  decline  signing  the  Continental  Articles  of  War, 
test  they  should  be  retained  thereby  longer  than  the  term 
of  their  first  engagements. 

It  will  be  agreeable  to  me  to  see  the  other  part  of  my 
Regiment,  but°am  sorry  it  must  be  with  the  necessity  of 
farther  CKerlions  of  our  Colony  for  its  own  and  the  com- 
mon safety.  How  free  has  she  been  with  men  and  money, 
for  the  publick  cause  !     Surely  there  is  a  reward  for  her. 

1  am  astonished  that  any  thing  in  the  General's  letter 
should  bear  a  construction  injurious  or  dishonourable  to 
Connecticut,  as  it  seems  by  brother  D.'s  letter  to  brother 
Major  is  the  case. 

1  remain  your  dutiful  and  affectionate 

Jkui:l>i.ui  Hlntincton. 
To  Governour  Tiuinhull. 

GOVERNOUK  WENTWORTll  TO  THEODORE  ATKINSON. 

Sir:  Being  just  arrived  at  the  Shoals,  and  pressed  for 
lime,  I  can  only  desire  that  the  enclosed  Proclamation,  for 
proroguing  the  General  Court  to  the  -ilth  of  April  next, 
may  be  forthwith  published  and  made  effectual  to  its  in- 
lent.  Mr.  King  will  transmit  me  the  coj)y  of  Captain 
Gamble's  Patent,  properly  countersigned. 

I  am,  in  haste,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  J-  Wentwokth. 

Jlonourable  Theodore  Atkinson,  Esq. 

PROVINCE   OF    NEW-HAMl'SlIIRK. BY  THE   GOVERNOUR. 

A  Proclamation. 
Whereas  the  General  Assembly  is  now  under  adjourn- 
ment to  Thursday,  the  28th  instant,  and  it  appearing  to 
me  no  way  conducive  to  His  Majesty's  service,  or  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Province,  that  the  Assembly  should  meet  on 
that  day,  but  that  it  is  expedient  to  prorogue  them  to  a 
farther  time,  I  have  therefore  thought  fit  to  issue  this  Pro- 
clamation, proroguing  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, appointed  to  be  held  at  Fortsmnuth  on  the  ^Sth  of 
September  instant,  to  the  2Uh  day  of  yj/>a7  next,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon ;  and  the  General  Assembly  is 
hereby  jirorogued,  accordingly,  to  that  time,  then  to  meet 
at  the  Court-House  in  Portsmouth  aforesaid  ;  and  hereof 
all  persons  concerned  are  lo  take  notice,  and  govern  them- 
selves accordingly. 

Given  at  Gosport,  the  21st  day  of  September,  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George 
the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Sec.,  and  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  Christ  1775.  ,    ^Ventworth. 

By  his  Excellency's  command  : 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Secretary. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  PROVOST,  ETC.,  OF  THE  BURGH  OF  IRVINE. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council,  of  the 
ancient  Burgh  of  Irvine,  in  Council  assembled,  presented 
to  His  Majesty  by  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  George  Ma- 
cartney, Knight  of  the  Bath,  their  Representative  in  Par- 
liament. 


To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council,  of  your  ancient  Burgh 
of //•i'tne,in  Council  assembled,  reflecting  with  abhorrence 
upon  the  rebellious  disposition  of  some  of  your  Majesty's 
American  subjects,  and  their  unjustifiable  attempts  to  op- 
pose the  laws  of  this  Realm,  and  to  disturb  the  tranquillity 
of  your  Majesty's  mild  and  merciful  reign,  which  even  the 
unthankful  as  well  as  we  have  experienced,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  as  in  last  war  a  number 
of  brave  sailors  from  this  port  distinguished  themselves  in 
the  glorious  cause  of  your  Majesty  and  their  country, 
against  natural  and  foreign  enemies,  so  we  have  still  num- 
bers e(iually  brave  and  willing  to  assist  your  Majesty  and 
the  laws  in  reducing  unnatural  and  unprovoked  rebellion, 
in  whatever  part  of  your  extended  Empire  it  shall  rear  its 
head. 

Deeply  sensible  of  the  blessings  of  the  peace  and  liberty 
whicli  we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  auspicious  reign, 
fully  convinced  of  the  uprightness  of  your  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, and  most  firmly  attached  to  your  Majesty's  per- 
son and  family,  we  also  assure  your  Majesty  we  are  ready 
on  all  occasions  to  support  and  defend  your  royal  person 
and  the  Constitution  of  our  country,  with  our  lives  and 
fortunes,  against  all  foreign  and  domestick  enemies. 

Signed  in  our  name,  and  by  our  appointment,  at  Irvine, 
the  22d  oi  September,  1775. 

Alex.  Montgo.merie,  Provost.     , 


ADDRESS   or  THE   GENTLEMEN,    ETC.,   OF   LIVERPOOL. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Merchants,  and  Tra- 
'  the  Town  o(  Liverpool,*  in  the  County  Palatine  of 


de    , 

Lancaster,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of 
His  i\Iajesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  presented 
to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Riccllcnt  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Merchants,  and  Traders, 
of  the  Town  o(  Liverj}ool,  in  the  County  Palatine  of  Lan- 
caster, humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Majesty  the 
address  of  a  faithful  and  loyal  people,  to  testify  our  firm 
and  warm  attachment  to  your  Majesty's  illustrious  family, 
the  honour  of  your  Crown,  and  the  dignity  of  your  Empire. 
We  esteem  it  particularly  our  duty  at  this  time  to  declare 
to  the  world  our  affection  to  your  royal  person,  and  our 
detestation  of  the  open  and  daring  contempt  shown  to  the 
legal  authority  and  constitutional  powers  of  these  Realms, 
by  some  of  your  Majesty's  deluded  and  rebellious  subjects 
in  America. 

Firmly  persuaded  that  every  part  of  your  wide  extended 
Colonies  is  and  ought  to  be  subject  to  the  legislative  jiower 
of  Great  Britain,  it  is  with  the  most  affecting  concern  that 
we  reflect  on  civil  discord,  and  the  effusion  of  blood,  shed 
by  the  hands  of  ii/'!</s/t  subjects  against  each  other;  and 
we  do  most  sincerely  hope,  tor  the  glory  of  your  reign  and 
the  welfare  of  all  your  people,  that  when  the  present 
l)hrensy  of  your  Colonists  shall  subside,  a  happy  reconcilia- 
tion may  lake  place ;  yet  we  cannot  without  the  utmost 
abhorrence  look  upon  the  hand  of  parricide  lifted  up 
against  the  Parent  Country,  its  most  kind  and  generous 
protector.  As  your  Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  subjects 
of  Liverpool  have  always  been  ready,  on  every  the  most 
trying  occasion,  to  testify  their  sincere  and  unalterable  alle- 
giance to  your  royal  House,  so  are  we  also  equally  ready 
now  to  exert  our  best  abilities  towards  the  crushing  every 
rebellion,  and  silencing  all  disaffection  that  may  be  har- 

»  Tlio  p-ncral  sonse  of  the  people  can  liy  no  means  bo  inferred  from 
tlie  number  of  addresses  obtained  bj'  Mmistcrial  influence.  Every 
Magisir.iie  in  a  place  can  ensure  tlie  interest  of  his  butcher  and  baker; 
the  bill' 111  r  .  :in  |>n  vail  in  the  same  manner  on  the  grazier,  and  the 
bil,ri.  :i  !i.  IN  li-iii.u;.  Thus,  though  many  hundreds  may  sign  an 
a.lilrc  .  ,    •  I  >     I  CI  be  considered  as  the  real  work  of  two  or  three 

Mil, I  ■       .      ,:      :  :  . 

In  !  -  /  ,.  ,  '  Atlrertiser  is  the  following  short  address  to  the 
l.irri-]uii}l  uiMr.sscrs:  "Our  once  extensive  trade  to  Africa  is  at  a 
stand  ;  all  the  cnjumerco  with  Amrrira  at  an  end.  Peace,  harmony, 
and  mutual  conlidcnee,  must  constitute  the  balm  that  can  restore  to 
hoaltb  the  body  politick.  Survey  our  dock;  count  there  the  gallant 
ships  laid  up,  and  useless.  When  will  they  be  again  refitted  ?  What 
will  beciiine  of  the  sailor,  the  tradesman,  the  poor  labourer,  during  the 
ii|iproarlnng  winter?  Answer  me  this,  and  then  again  address." — 
Remembrancer. 
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boured  in  the  breasts  of  seditious  and  ill-designing  men, 
who,  under  the  specious  mask  of  liberty,  attempt  to  deceive 
and  seduce  the  minds  of  your  faithful  subjects.  We  are 
justly  and  sensibly  thankful  for  the  real  enjoyment  of  that 
inestimable  blessina;,  in  its  most  pure  and  rational  form, 
under  the  mild  and  auspicious  Government  of  your  Ma- 
jesty. Deeply  impressed  with  these  sentiments  of  grati- 
tude, and  the  innumerable  advantages  we  reap  from  our 
happy  Constitution,  under  your  Majesty's  paternal  care, 
we,  with  all  due  respect,  present  this  our  tribute  of  allegi- 
ance and  fidelity  to  the  best  of  Princes  ;  and  that  the  Crown 
of  these  Realms  may  forever  flourish  upon  you.  Sire,  and 
your  royal  posterity,  is  the  earnest  prayer  of  us,  your  most 
dutiful  and  loyal  subjects. 

EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH  TO  GENERAL  HOWE. 

Whitchill,  September  22,  1775. 

Sir:  It  having  been  thought  expedient,  with  a  view  of 
providing  more  effectually  for  the  security  of  Canada  and 
of  Halifax,  to  change  the  destination  of  the  live  Regiments 
DOW  ready  to  sail  from  Ireland,  enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy 
of  Lord  Rochford's  letter  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
l-and,  containing  the  directions  that  have  been  given  on 
this  occasion,  which  will  point  out  to  you  the  whole  of  that 
arrangement.  I  also  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  state  of 
the  ships  taking  in  stores  and  provisions  for  the  use  of  the 
Army,  together  with  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Lords  of 
Admiralty  thereupon.  And  I  am  to  signify  to  you  His 
Majesty's  pleasure,  that  if,  when  these  ships  arrive  and 
are  unloaded,  you  may  have  occasion  for  ihem,  in  any 
operations  you  have  in  view,  you  do  detain  them  in  His 
Majesty's  service,  such  only  excepted  as  are  chartered  for 
the  West-Indies,  after  delivery  of  their  loading  at  Boston. 

The  last  advices  from  North-America  are  the  fullest 
evidence  of  an  open  and  declared  war,  on  the  part  of  the 
twelve  associated  Colonies  ;  and  there  is  no  room  left  for 
any  other  consideration  but  that  of  proceeding  against  them 
in  all  respects  with  the  utmost  rigour,  as  the  open  and 
avowed  enemies  of  the  State. 

I  am,  &ic.,  Dartmouth. 

I  Nowbcrn,  North.Carolina,  September  22,  1775. 

■  This  week  will  ever  he  remembered  as  the  most  remark- 

able epoch  in  the  annals  of  this  Country,  for  the  discovery 
of  the  grand  repository  and  dark  depositum  of  Governour 
Martin's  infernal  magazine,  which,  with  cool  deliberation, 
he  intended  to  deal  out,  in  missive  weapons  of  death,  to  the 
good  people  of  this  Province.  In  the  Palace  garden,  and 
under  a  fine  bed  of  cabbages,  was  discovered  and  dug  up  a 
barrel  containing  about  three  bushels  of  gunpowder;  in  the 
Palace  cellar  was  also  dug  up  two  quarter-casks  of  the 
same  commodity — the  casks  quite  new,  and  marked  R.  B. 
In  the  Palace  garden  was  also  dug  up  about  one  thousand 
weight  of  musket  balls,  lately  cast ;  about  five  hundred 
weight  of  iron  swivel  balls;  a  large  quantity  of  small  shot, 
lead,  iron,  worms  for  the  cannon,  with  swabs,  rammers, 
artillery  boxes,  matches,  and  the  whole  apparatus  for  his 
park  of  artillery,  which  he  would  have  certainly  mounted 
at  the  Palace,  had  not  the  appearance  of  the  people  of  the 
Town  o(  Newbern,  on  his  attempting  to  move  the  Palace 
guns,  driven  him  from  the  trenches  before  he  had  made 
them  quite  tenable.  It  is  said  his  Excellency,  the  night 
before  he  took  his  precipitate  flight  from  the  Palace,  buried 
these  engines  of  death,  as  they  might  remain  in  places  of 
safety  till  he  or  his  creatures  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
use  them.  The  Palace  cannon,  it  is  said,  were  spiked  up 
**  after  his  Excellency  left  the  Palace,  by  a  person  who,  no 

^.  doubt,  will  be  obliged  to  answer  for  his  conduct.     As  it  is 

improbable  the  Governour  could  procure  these  deadly 
weapons  without  assistance,  the  Committee  of  this  Town 
and  County  are  using  their  utmost  diligence  to  discover  the 
audiors  of  so  black  a  treachery. 


WILLIAM  MACLAY  TO  SFXRETARY  SHIPPEN. 

Sunbury,  September  22,  1775. 

Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  an  estreat  of  the  fines  adjudged  in 
our  Quarter  Sessions,  as  far  back  as  February  Sessions, 
1774.  Before  that  time  there  are  none  worth  attention, 
save  the  fines  of  one  Williams,  alias  Adams,  who  broke 


jail  and  escaped.  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  ever  sent 
any  account  of  fines  heretofore,  but  rather  think  I  did  not. 
I  believe  it  is  a  generally  received  opinion,  that  the  Gov- 
ernour remits  the  fine  of  the  woman,  in  cases  of  fornication. 
I  mention  this  circumstance,  as  it  is  likely  the  Sheriff,  under 
the  influence  of  this  opinion,  may  have  omitted  taking  the 
fines  from  them  ;  if  the  Sheriff  has  heretofore  paid  any  of 
the  fines  now  estreated,  it  will  be  easy  to  let  him  have  the 
necessary  credit. 

The  Congress,  at  the  last  meeting,  ordered  the  memorials 
respecting  the  Connecticut  intrusion  to  lie  on  their  table  to 
the  next  meeting,  on  the  5th  of  September.  In  the  mean 
time,  their  Delegates  were  directed  to  enjoin  a  peaceable 
behaviour  on  their  people.  The  5th  of  September  is  come 
and  past;  the  injunction,  therefore,  is  no  longer  binding, 
according  to  their  mode  of  reasoning.  We  never  had  more 
rumours  about  tliem  and  their  designs :  Samuel  Wallis 
has  just  now  been  with  mo,  respecting  the  conduct  of  one 
Vincent,  who  lives  near  Mr.  Modie.  This  man  was  some 
time  ago  appointed  a  Connecticut  Magistrate,  and  is  now 
at  Wyoming,  in  order  to  pilot  down  three  hundred  of  them 
to  the  West  Branch;  bis  son  was  with  him,  and  is  returned, 
and  gives  out  that  his  father  only  waited  until  the  armament 
would  be  ready.  WutUs  says  he  has  taken  some  pains  to 
examine  into  the  story,  and  for  his  part  verily  believes  it 
to  be  true;  if  so,  we  shall  soon  hear  of  them.  They  have 
lately  been  at  great  pains  to  enlist  their  adherents  among 

into  the  twenty-fourth  or  Butler's  Regiment. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  every  motion  of  the  people  at 
Wyoming  is  in  consequence  of  orders  from  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut ;  if  so,  it  is  incontrovertible  that  they  intend,  ^er 
fas  et  nefas,  to  possess  themselves  of  the  country.  It  seems 
mysterious  that  they  should  be  so  intent  upon  pushing  their 
encroachments  solar  southward  into  the  Susquehannah  set- 
tlement, while  the  lands  west  of  Wyoming  are  quite  unoc- 
cupied, and  quite  disregarded.  Perhaps  a  west  line  from 
the  most  southern  settlement  they  can  effect,  by  art  or  force, 
may  be  contemplated  by  them,  as  the  boundary  of  their 
future  empire;  that  is,  in  case  they  intend  to  leave  Penn- 
sylvania a  name  or  place  at  all  among  the  Colonies. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant,  William  Maclay. 

Mr.  Shippen.  

return    of    minute-officers    in    SOUTHEAST    PRECINCT, 
DUTCHESS   COUNTY,   NEW-YORK. 

Dutchess  County,  Southeast  Precinct  Committee,  .Sept.  22,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  those  persons  who  have  arranged  them- 
selves in  the  character  of  Minute-Men  in  this  Precinct  do 
assemble  themselves  on  the  26th  instant,  in  order  to  choose 
out  of  their  Company  the  several  Officers  which,  agreeable 
to  directions  of  our  Congress,  are  to  command  such  Com- 
panies; and  that  Thomas  Baldwin,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Nathan- 
iel Foster,  Members  of  this  Committee,  do  attend  and  in- 
spect said  choice,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  Chairman 
of  this  Committee.  Joseph  Crane,  Chairman. 

Southeast  Precinct,  September  2(j,  1775. 

We  hereby  certify  that,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  order, 
the  Company  of  Minute-Men  therein  referred  to  did,  on 
the  ^Gth  instant,  assemble,  and,  under  our  inspection,  made 
choice  o(  Joshua  Barnum,  Jr.,  as  Captain ;  William  Marsh, 
First  Lieutenant ;  Eliakim  Barnum,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
and  Jonathan  Crane,  Ensign. 

Thomas  Baldwin, 
Nathaniel  Foster. 

connecticut  committee  of  safety. 

Friday,  September  22,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety  of 
Connecticut,  holden  at  Lebanon,  present :  His  Honour 
the  Governour,  Hon.  Deputy  Governour  Griswold,  Samuel 
Huntington,  Jedcdiah  Elderkin,  and  Joshua  West,  Esqrs. 

On  motion  from  Colonel  Saltonstall,  Ordered,  Colonel 
Huntington,  or  Mr.  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jr.,  to  deliver  him, 
for  the  use  of  the  men  raised  for  defence  of  New-London, 
thirty  Muskets,  imported  by  Mr.  Shaiv,  for  the  Colony;  to 
Dr.  Lee  Lay,  for  Lyme,  five  of  the  same  ;  and  before 
ordered  by  the  Governour  for  Stonington,  fifteen  of  the 
same  Muskets. 
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Granted,  that  Colonel  Saltonstall  have  the  pay  of  a 
Colonel  for  his  service,  instead  of  the  pay  of  a  Captain, 
heretofore  allowed. 

Granted,  for  the  halance  of -K/yrr/t  U'lmprcij's  Account 
for  ills  services  in  the  Treaty  of  the  Onticia  Tribe  of  Hix 
Nalions,  ten  Pounds  one  Sliillin;^  and  seven  Pence. 

Granted  to  Reuben  Cognalnie  the  balance  of  his  Ac- 
count for  his  services  in  the  Treaty  with  the  Oneida  Tribe 
of  the  .SVr  iVor/oHs,  six  Pounds  nine  Shillinjjs  and  seven 
Pence. 

Granted  and  ordered,  that  his  Honour  Governour  Trum- 
bull he  paid  hy  the  Colony  Treasurer  nineteen  Pounds 
twelve  Sliillings  and  five  Pence  half-penny,  for  Postai^e  paid 
for  Letters,  Post-Riders,  and  other  expenses  in  Govern- 
ment service,  as  per  Account. 

Granted  his  Honour  Governour  Trumbull  an  order  on 
tl)e  Con)miltee  of  Pay  Table,  for  the  sum  of  thirty-luo 
Pounds  lour  Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  being  for  cash  jiaid 
for  Postage  of  Letters,  Expresses,  and  other  Continental 
services. 

ADDUf.SS   OF  THE   TOWN    OF  MONTUOSK. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Town  Council, 
o{  Montrose,  in  Council  assembled,  transmitted  to  the  Earl 
of  Suffolk,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  and  hy  him  presented  to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and 

'Town  Council  o/Monthose,  in  Council  assembled. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

Deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  many  blessings 
we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  most  clement  reign,  we  beg 
leave  to  express  our  grateful  sense  thereof,  and  that  of  the 
good  people  of  this  your  ancient  Town,  whom  we  at  pre- 
sent represent. 

We  have  beheld,  with  surprise  and  uneasiness,  that  the 
forbearing  and  lenient  measures  pursued  by  )our  Majesty, 
in  order  to  bring  our  fellow-subjects  in  JS'orth-Amcrica  to 
reflection,  reason,  and  attention  to  their  own  true  interest, 
have,  through  their  infaruation  hitherto,  not  had  the  desired 
etiect.  We  sincerely  regret  their  folly,  condemn  their 
obstinacy  and  ingratitude,  and  are  much  concerned  they 
have  allowed  themselves  to  be  so  deluded  as  to  rise  up  in 
arms  against  their  Mother  Country,  by  which  they  have 
been  nourished  and  protected,  and  who  lately,  at  an  expense 
of  so  much  blood  and  treasure,  rescued  and  defended  them 
from  their  enemies.  But  while  we  lament  their  misconduct, 
and  their  misimprovement  of  the  great  advantages  they 
enjoyed  under  your  Majesty's  mild  Government,  we  dis- 
approve of  and  bear  testimony  against  their  rebellious  pro- 
ceedings, and  are  still  fdled  with  greater  astonishment  and 
horrour  at  the  imnatnral  and  seditious  practices  of  some  of 
our  own  countrymen,  who,  under  the  mask  of  patriotism, 
but  in  order  only  to  serve  their  own  selfish  and  mercenary 
designs,  have,  we  fear,  instigated  them  to  and  encouraged 
them  in  such  illegal  and  disorderly  practices. 

We  very  much  detest  and  disclaim  all  such  proceedings; 
and  we  do  assure  your  Majc=ty,  that,  as  we  highly  apjjrove 
of  the  prudent  measures  you  have  hitherto  taken  in  support 
of  the  honour  and  independence  of  your  Crown  and  the 
supremacy  of  your  Parliament,  so  we  will  in  our  several 
stations  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  of  om-  power  for  sup- 
porting your  INIajpsty  therein,  and  in  all  such  future  mea- 
sures as  the  wisdom  of  your  I'arliament  may  (ind  necessary 
for  securing  and  preserving  unimpaired  the  just  and  consti- 
tutional rights  of  Great  Britain  over  all  her  Colonies. 

We  are  happy  in  acquainting  your  Majesty,  that  the  trade 
and  manufactures  in  this  Town  and  neighbourhood  have 
not  in  the  smallest  degree  been  hurt  or  atiected  by  the 
American  ports  being  shut  against  us;  that  at  present  our 
people  are  all  duly  employed  in  their  several  occupations, 
our  manufactures  find  a  ready  demand,  and  peace  and 
harmony  prevail  amongst  all  your  Majesty's  subjects  here. 
We  should  rejoice,  and  do  most  earnestly  wish  that  a 
reconciliation  would  yet  take  place,  that  so  the  firther 
effusion  of  human  blood  might  be  prevented,  and  peace, 
with  all  the  blessings  thereof,  restored  to  your  Majesty's 
Dominions.  But  as,  through  the  wantonness  and  unrea- 
sonable conduct  of  the  Colonies,  this  Nation  has  been  long 
severely  agitated  and  distressed,  great  expense  incurred, 


and  the  lives  of  many  of  our  countrvmen  causelessly  taken 
away  in  defence  of  the  Nation's  lawful  rights  and  property, 
we  therefore  humbly  hope  and  beg  your  Majesty  that 
vigorous  measures  be  adopted,  and  continued  until  such  a 
settlement  takes  place  as  shall  be  found  consistent  with  the 
just  and  equitable  claims  oi  America,  and  the  honour,  the 
safely,  and  true  interest  of  Great  Britain;  and  for  this 
))urpose  we  pray  that  God  may  bless  your  Majesty's  coun- 
sels with  wisdom,  grant  success  to  your  arms,  restore  peace 
and  brotherly  love  to  all  your  subjects,  and  spare  you  Ma- 
jesty long,  very  long,  to  reign  with  glory  over  a  happy,  a 
free,  and  imitcd  people. 

Signed  in  name  and  by  appointment  of  the  rest  of  the 
Magistrates  and  Town-Council,  at  Montrose,  the  •23d  of 
'  September,  1775,  by 

Alkxanoer  CmusTiK,  Provost. 


By  Archibald  Cockburn,  Esq.,  o/'Cockpkn,  Advocate, 
His  Majesty's  Sheriff  Depute  of  the  Sheriffdom  of 
Edinburoh : 

W  hereas  a  letter  was  received  by  me  some  time  ago, 
from  His  Majesty's  Advocate  for  Scotland,  intimating  that, 
on  account  of  the  present  rebellion  in  America,  it  was  pro- 
))er  a  stop  should  be  put  for  the  present  to  emigrations  to 
that  Country,  and  that  the  necessary  directions  were  left 
at  the  ditllrent  sea-ports  in  Scotland  to  that  purpose;  1 
think  it  my  duty,  in  obedience  to  his  Lordship's  requisition 
contained  in  that  letter,  to  take  this  publick  method  of 
notifying  to  such  of  the  inhabitants  within  my  jurisdiction, 
if  any  such  there  be,  who  have  formed  resolutions  to  them- 
selves of  leaving  this  Country,  and  going  in  quest  of  settle- 
ments in  America,  that  they  ought  not  to  put  themselves 
to  the  unnecessary  trouble  and  expense  of  preparing  for 
a  removal  of  their  habitations,  which  they  will  not,  so  far 
as  it  lies  in  my  power  to  prevent,  be  permitted  tb  efl'ec- 

"''  '"'■  Archibald  Cockburn. 

Williamsburgli,  Seiitember  23,  1775. 
Thursday  last,  arrived  here  Patrick  Henry,  Esq., 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  J^irginia  Forces.  He  was 
met  and  escorted  to  Town  by  the  whole  body  of  Volun- 
teers, who  paid  him  every  mark  of  respect  and  distinction 
in  their  power,  in  testimony  of  their  approbation  of  so 
worthy  a  gentleman  to  the  appointment  of  that  important 
trust  which  the  Convention  has  been  pleased  to  repose  in 
him. 

HaUimorn,  September  ^li,  1775. 

On  Saturday,  the  2.'3il  of  this  instant,  the  polls  for 
electing  a  Committee  of  Observation  for  this  County  were 
closed,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  declared  elect- 
ed :  John  Moale,  .Jeremiah  T.  Chase,  James  Calhonc, 
Benjamin  JS'icholson,  Andrew  Buchannan.  Thomas  Sollars, 
John  Craddock,  James  Gittings,  Robert  Aletandtr, 
Samuel  Purviancc,  IVilliam  iVilkinson,  Charles  Ridglcy, 
(>on  of  fVilliam,)  Walter  Tolli/,  Jun.,  Darbi/  Lui  .'John 
Cookey,  IVilliam  Smith.  IViliiam  Buchannan,  IVilliam 
Lux,  John  Boyd,.lohn  Ridglet/,  Thomas  Harrison,  Ben- 
jamin Griffith,  milium  Randall,  Thomas  Gist,  Sen., 
Stephen  Cromwell,  Isaac  Gist,  Thomas  C.  Dye,  Mordc- 
cai  Gist.  John  Siephenson,  Ezekiil  Towson,  Jeremiah 
Johnson,  fVilliam  Asrjuith,.lohn  Howard,  George  Risteau, 
Abraham  Brilton. 

And  casting  up  the  ballot,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
declared  Delegates  to  the  Convention  for  one  year,  viz: 
Robert  Alexander,  Benjamin  Nicholson,  John  Moalc, 
Waller  Tolly,  .lun.,  Jivcmiah  Townley  Chase. 


AI1\M    Sri.lMll-N   TO   niCIIARD    IlEN'RV   LKE. 

PiUsburgh,  September  23,  1775. 
Sir:  Since  my  last,  we  have  received  advices  from  the 
JViftuidots,  a  sensible  nation,  w-ho  live  near  to  Detroit,  and 
have  great  influence  on  the  contiguous  tribes  of  Indians. 
It  may  be  plainly  seen  that  they  are  a  great  deal  attached 
to  the  commnnding  officer  at  Detroit.  Some  of  them 
have  promised  to  come  and  hear  what  we  have  to  say; 
that  is  their  policy.  They  have  very  lately  killed  a  trader's 
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servant,  and  carried  oft' part  of  the  goods;  tlie  nation 
has  made  an  apology,  and  tiie  goods  are  restored  to  the 
owner.  We  have  advices,  likewise,  from  the  tribes  hving 
up  the  AUeghany  River,  about  one  hundred  and  sixty 
miles  above  this  place  ;  several  of  them  have  been  at  a 
treaty  held  at  Niagara,  and  inform  us  that  many  Indians 
are  gone  io  Albany,  but  a  greater  number  to  Caughmvwaga, 
near  Montreal,  at  the  instigation  of  Guy  Johusun  and 
C<trhton. 

The  coniniandunt  q^  Niagara  and  Julinson  told  tlieni  lo 
watch  our  motions  iiere  very  narrowly,  and  the  red-coats 
and  other  English  would  fight  us  by  ships,  whilst  the  In- 
dians kept  picking  us  oft'  on  our  frontier;  that  we  could 
not  hold  out  long,  for  want  of  powder,  as  we  usually  had 
it  from  Britain,  and  could  not  make  any  among  our- 
selves; that  he  would  sup|)ly  them  plentifully  with  pow- 
der, and  every  thing  else.  1  can  see  that  the  Indians  are 
very  jealous,  greatly  divided,  and  at  a  loss  how  to  act. 
General  i>c/mylcr's  success  will  settle  the  matter  ;  but  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  will  determine  the  greatest  part  of 
the  Western  Indians  against  us  ;  ])erhaps  make  it  neces- 
sary to  take  possession  of  Niagara  and  Detroit. 

We  have  reason  to  expect  ail  the  Indians  who  intend  lo 
come  to  us  will  attend  next  week. 

1   liave  the   honour  to  be,  with  respect,  Sir,  your  most 

v.M  S-i 


obedient  humble  serv 
Colonel  Richard  II 


Lr 


AoAM  ^tkphe: 
of  Virginia,  Fhitadetjdiia. 


MEETING    OF    THK    INHABITANTS     OF     COW-NF.CK,    (irEKN   S 
COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Grcat-Ncck,  Cow- 
Neck,  and  all  such  as  lately  belonged  to  the  Com))aiiy  of 
Captain  Stephen  Thorn,  in  (Queen's  County,  being  duly 
warned  on  Saturday,  the  23d  of  September,  1775,  and 
taking  into  our  serious  consideration  our  distressed  and  ca- 
lamitous situation,  and  being  fully  convinced  of  our  total 
inability  to  pursue  proper  measures  for  our  common  safety, 
while  we  in  all  cases  are  considered  as  a  part  of  the  Town- 
ship of  Hempstead,  and  being  conscious  that  self-preser- 
vation, the  immutable  law  of  nature,  is  indispensable,  do 
therefore, 

1st,  Resolve,  That  during  the  present  controversy,  or  so 
long  as  their  general  conduct  is  inimical  to  freedom,  wc  be 
no  farther  considered  as  a  part  of  the  Township,  than  is 
consistent  with  peace,  liberty,  and  safety.  Tliei'efore,  in 
all  matters  relative  to  the  Congressional  plan,  shall  consi- 
der ourselves  as  an  entire,  separate,  independent  Bent  or 
District. 

2d,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Daniel  Kissam,  ^Ir.  Henry 
Stacker,  Mr.  IVilliam  Thorn,  Mr.  Benjamin  Sands,  Mr. 
Jf'illiam  Cornivell,  Mr.  John  Cornwell,  i\lr.  .John  Mitchcl, 
Sen.,  Mr.  John  Burliss,  Mr.  Simond  Sands,  Mr.  Martin 
Schenck,  Mr.  Daniel  fVhitchend  Kissam,  Mr.  Peter  On- 
derdonck,  Mr.  Adrian  Onderdonck,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Dodge,  be  a  C'omnjiltee  for  this  Beat  or  District. 

John  Fausif.k,  Clerk  of  Meeting. 


NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE   OF   SAFETY    TO    CONTINENTAL   CON- 
taiESS. 
[R'?ad  September  25,  1775.] 
In  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  N'W-Yorlt,  dnrin?  ) 
the  recess  of  Congress,  New-York,  September  23,  1775.     ^ 
Sir:  We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the 
20lh  instant.     We  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  insur- 
mountable difiiculty  of  procuring  arms  has  been  the  only 
reason  that  any  of  our  Tioops  have  been  delayed. 

Before  we  were  enabled  to  purchase  arms,  very  few 
remained  to  be  purchased.  No  pains  were  spared  or  expe- 
dients omitted  to  procure  arms.  Only  six  Companies 
remain,  who  have  not  been  forwarded.  Three  of  those  are 
now  ready  ;  their  baggage  embarked  before  tlie  receipt  of 
your  letter,  and  they  will  proceed  immediately :  the  others 
we  hope  to  despatch  within  a  week  at  farthest. 

We  are,  respectfully.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servants. 
By  order:  Jacob  Black  well. 

Chairman  pro  tern. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esrj.,  President  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress. 


RETURN    OF  OFFICERS    OF    MINUTE-MEN,    OF    NEW-WINDSOR 
PRECINCT,  ULSTER  COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 

New.Windsov,  September  23.  1775. 

Gentlemen:  These  serve  to  inform  you  that  Samuel 
Logan  was  duly  elected  Captain,  Jajnes  Jackson,  Jr.,  First 
Lieutenant,  John  Moffat  Second  Lieutenant,  and  John 
Robinson  Ensign,  for  the  Company  of  Minute-Men  raised 
in  the  Precinct  of  New-llinilsor,  in  the  presence  of  two 
of  the  members  of  this  Coinmittee,  agreeable  to  a  resolve 
of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses. 
By  order  of  the  Committee: 

Samuel  Brewster,  Chairman. 
To  Piter  T.  B.  Livingston,  Csip,  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial CouLrress. 


RETURN    OE  OFFICERS   OF   MILITIA    COMPANY    IN    NEW-WIND- 
SOK   DISTRICT,   ULSTER   COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 

Ncw-Wiml.-ior,  September  23,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  These  are  to  certify,  that  ./o//»  Nicoll, 
Es(|.,  was  duly  elected  Captain,  Francis  Mandivile  First 
Lieutenant,  HezekiahU'hite  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Leo- 
nard D.  Nicoll  Ensign,  for  the  Company  of  Militia  in  the 
District  of  New-lVvidsor,  lately  commanded  by  IVilliam 
Ellison,  in  the  Second  Regiment  for  Ulster  County,  in 
the  presence  of  two  of  the  members  of  this  Committee, 
agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial 
Congresses. 

By  order  of  the  Conmiiltee : 

Samuel  Brewster,  Chairman. 
To  Pctrr  J'.  B.  Li 

viucial  Coniiress. 


ston,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Pro- 


GENEP.AL  WOOSTER  TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  September  25,  1775.] 

Camp  at  Ilarlcm,  September  23,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  20th  instant  I  l.ave  just  re- 
ceived, and  shall  with  the  greatest  expedition  proceed  with 
the  Troops  under  my  command  to  Albany,  and  there  wait 
General  Schuyler's  oiders,  according  to  direction  of  Con- 
gress. I  am,  Sir,  in  haste,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  David  Wooster. 

To  the  Hon.  .Tohn  Ilancork,  President  of  Congress. 


JOSEPH   TRUMBULL  TO    ELIPHALET   DYER. 

Camp  at  C  iiribrid^e,  September  23.  1775. 

Honoured  Sir  :  I  wrote  you  by  Mr.  Tracy,  the  bearer 
of  this,  about  two  hours  ago;  since  that  I  have  received 
yours  per  post,  of  the  14th  instant,  but  not  one  word 
about  money.  A  Commissary,  with  twenty  thousand 
gajiing  mouths  open  full  upon  liim,  and  nothing  to  stop 
them  with,  must  depend  on  being  devoured  himself.  And 
over  and  above  all,  this  same  Mr.  Tracy  has  advanced,  in 
cash,  out  of  his  own  pocket,  to  furnish  out  the  expedition 
under  Col.  Arnold,  seven  hundred  Pounds,  lawful  monev, 
and  is  now  here,  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  on  business 
of  importance,  and  depended,  as  every  reasonable  man 
might  and  ought,  that  the  Continental  Commissary  could 
repay  him  such  a  trifling  sum.  On  this  his  journey 
depended  ;  he  now,  to  his  smprise,  finds  a  Paymaster,  a 
Commissary,  a  Quartermaster,  nominal  nonentities;  all  of 
them  not  able  to  advance  one  shilling — not  able  to  repay 
borrowed  money  ;  not  one  of  them,  the  General,  or  any  other 
person  here,  have  power  to  draw  on  Philadelphia, \vh\ch 
miuht  serve  him  as  well.  This  is  all  truly  to  be  wondered 
at,  and  truly  shocking.  I  wish  you  by  some  way  or 
means,  some  how  or  other,  to  procure  him  five  hundred 
Pounds,  lawful  money,  that  he  may  not  sufti.-r  too  much, 
in  going  in  advance  in  support  of  the  common  cause.  He 
wants  the  money  in  Philadelphia  :  and  if  we,  any  of  us, 
had  power  to  draw,  we  should  certainly  do  it.  It  certainly 
ought  to  be  done,  though  we  have  not  the  power.  If  it  is 
done,  it  shall  account  against  me,  taking  his  receipt  there- 
for. 1  must  entreat  you  to  exert  yourself  in  this  unhappy 
case,  and  to  relieve  me  of  the  aclditional  trouble,  to  the 
unavoidable  ones  of  my  othce,  of  having  my  heart  dunned 
out,  and  be  for  weeks  unable  to  pay  for  a  bushel  of  potatoes. 
I  wish  tlie  accursed  cause  of  this  difficulty  no  worse  pun- 
ishment than  to  he  put  in  my  situation  for  ten  days  past. 
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1  have  told  General  fVashinglen,  and  1  now  warn  you, 
as  one  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the  whole  Con- 
gress, of  the  fatal  eliects  of  this  delay,  and  that  I  must  be 
quit  of  the  blood  of  the  matter,  if  this  Army  is  disbanded 
before  spring,  for  want  of  provisions.  Pray  God  the  event 
may  not  equal  my  fears. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  lionoured  Sir,  your  most  hum- 
ble servant, 


Joseph  TiiLMiii 


To  Colonel  Dyer,  Fhiladdphia. 


GE."<ERAL  GllEENE  TO  GENERAL  SLI.LIVAN. 

rrospect-Ilill,  Seplcmbcr  33,  1775. 

General  Greene  returns  his  compliments  to  General 
Sullivan,  and  bet^s  leave  to  accjuaint  him,  as  he  was  on 
court-martial  on  Thursday,  he  cannot  tell  him  how  it  hap- 
pened that  so  few  falinue-men  went  from  Prospect,  com- 
pared with  those  from  Winter-Hill.  Major  Bon  was 
ordered  to  furnish  any  number  General  Sullivan  ordered. 
Yesterday  an  equal  number  with  the  IVinler-Hill  Troops 
was  ordered  down  ;  and  if  they  did  not  go,  it  was  un- 
known to  the  General.  There  shall  be  a  large  party  of 
fatigue-men  ordered  to  work  to-day.  1  should  be  glad  a 
proper  detail  of  duty  between  the  two  Brigades  might  take 
place,  and  include  the  guards  of  both  hills,  and  all  the 
fatigue-men  on  duty. 

General  Greene  hopes  that  General  Sullivan  don't  sug- 
gest, he  has  the  least  desire  of  screening  the  Troops  under 
his  command  from  the  least  part  of  duty  equal  with  those 
under  the  command  of  General  Sullivan.  It  is  his  inten- 
tion to  furnish  upon  equal  terms. 

N.  B.  Excuse  the  badness  of  the  writing — it  is  so  cold 
I  cannot  feel  the  pen.         

MAJOR  BEDELL  TO  NEVV-HAMPSIIIRE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 
Camp  nenr  St.  Jolin's,  September  23,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  We  arc  now  encamped  within  a  mile  of 
St.  John's,  the  enemy  every  day  throwing  shells  or  balls 
at  our  intrenchments,  but  without  success.  We  shall 
have  our  batteries  ready  to  play  upon  them  to-morrow, 
or  the  next  day,  at  farthest.  Our  men  are  all  in  good 
spirits.  We  arrived  at  the  Isle-aiuc-Noic  the  ]Oth,  and 
the  next  day  we  came  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the 
enemy,  who  saluted  us  with  shells;  no  damage  was  done. 
We  lay  upon  our  arms  all  night,  and  in  the  morning  I  was 
detached  with  a  parly  of  four  hundred  men  to  re-enforce 
Ma'prBroivn,  who  had  taken  eight  wagons  from  the  enemy, 
loaded  with  stores.  Before  we  could  get  up  to  him  he  was 
engaged,  and  obliged  to  retreat,  but  saved  his  booty. 
They  upon  our  approach  saluted  us  very  warm  with  grape 
shot;  we  did  not  lose  one  man;  what  the  enemy  lost  I 
cannot  tell,  but  we  found  some  blood  on  the  ground  ;  they 
retreated  to  the  fort,  and  we  kept  possession  of  tlie  ground, 
and  we  have  a  considerable  intrenchment.  Major  Broun 
has  look  twelve  wagons  more,  loaded  with  wine,  rum,  pork, 
&,c.  Every  thing  seems  to  prosper  well.  I  have  nothing 
more  particular,  only  a  party  was  fired  on  at  Captain  1  la- 
gan's house.  We  had  three  Canadians  wounded.  I  have 
the  conuuand  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  Colonel  Ilinnians  Regiment. 

1  am,  Sic,  Tlmotiiy  Bf.dell. 


be  repaid  by  the  Congress,  and  therefore  can  be  of  no 
disadvantage  to  you.  1  wish  you  were  acquainted  with 
the  coiuplaints  and  murmurin^s  of  your  Troops.  They 
have  long  been  kept  out  of  their  blankets,  and  now  are 
kept  out  of  coats  or  blankets.  The  officers  who  bore 
their  expenses  here  have  never  received  any  pay.  The 
Committee  here  seeined  to  have  been  employed  the  whole 
time  in  riding  back  and  forth,  to  bring  small  sums  of  money 
to  pay  part  of  the  soldiers,  to  make  the  others  mutinous 
ami  uneasy. 

This,  gentlemen,  has  been  the  case  respecting  ihoso 
Troops,  which  I  venture  to  pronounce  the  very  best  in  tho 
Army.  Gentlemen,  I  am  sure  there  must  have  been  a 
great  defect  somewhere;  where  it  is,  or  to  whom  you  will 
impute  the  iniquity,  time  alone  must  discover.  It  must  be 
allowed  that  suffering  the  Neiv-Hampshire  Troops  to  re- 
main in  so  wretched  a  situation,  for  such  a  length  of  time, 
will  never  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  Colony,  or  havo 
the  least  tendency  to  enable  us  to  raise  another  Army, 
after  this  is  disbanded,  but  the  reverse.  I  must  therefore, 
as  a  friend  to  the  Continent  in  general,  and  the  Colony  in 
particidar,  beg  and  entreat  you  to  send  some  trusty  persons 
here,  with  money  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  men,  in  order  to 
have  them  as  comfortable  as  the  nature  of  the  service  will 
admit ;  and  you  will  thereby  much  assist  the  common  cause 
q(  America,  and  partially  oblige,  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  j^^_^  Sullivan. 

The  Hon.  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  Netv- Hampshire. 


general    SULLIVj 


TO     NEW-IIAMl'SHIllE     LU.MMITTEE     OF 
SAFETY. 

Wliiti-r-Ilill,  S,  i.lcinl.ir  Xi.  1775. 


Much  respected  Gentlemen  :  I  am  sorry  to  inform 
you  that  your  Troops  from  jSew-Hampshire  have  more 
reasons  to  complain,  and  actually  do  complain  more,  than 
any  other  Troops  in  the  Army.  General  IVashington 
gave  it  out  in  order  that  all  tho  Troops  sliould  be  paid  up 
to  the  4th  of  August.  All  the  otiicr  Colonies  have  com- 
plied, though  not  strictly  obliged  thereto  by  the  original 
contract ;  and  why  New-Hamjjshire  should  refuse,  1  can  by 
no  means  conceive,  as  the  men  must  be  paid  sooner  or 
later.  And  as  the  money  now  emitted  is  not  on  interest, 
it  can  make  no  dilFerence  to  the  Province  whether  they 
are  paid  now  or  two  months  hence  ;  but  to  the  men  the 
difference  is  very  great,  as  their  families  are  in  immediate 
necessity,  and  can  by  no  means  do  without  it.  All  the 
money  you  advance  to  make  your  Troops  comfortable  will 


intelligence    from    HALIFAX,    IN    NOVA-SCOTIA,    DATED 
SEPTEMBER  '23,    1775. 

The  address  which  was  some  time  past  sent  from  this 
place,  and  presented  to  His  Majesty,  has  given  rise  to  all 
the  disturbance  in  this  Province.  It  was  declared  to  be  an 
address  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Halifax, 
in  Nova-Scotia,  when,  indeed,  it  was  only  managed  by 
about  one-thousandth  part  of  them,  when  most  of  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  were  up  in  the 
country,  superintending  their  estates ;  and  when  they  came 
to  town,  and  found  in  what  manner  the  liberties  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  been  invaded  in  their  ab- 
sence, they,  together  with  almost  all  the  inhabitants, 
declared  themselves  friends  to  the  cause  in  which  the 
whole  Continent  of  America  are  engaged,  and  refused 
being  any  longer  subservient  to  the  mandates  of  Govern- 
ment ;  therefore,  no  duties  have  been  paid  here  since  the 
latter  end  of  August  last,  of  which  the  Cdmptroller  of  the 
Customs  is  gone  home  to  give  an  account.  Yesterday  a 
schooner  arrived,  with  two  tons  of  tea,  from  Bristol;  the 
liberty  boys  immediately  committed  it  to  the  sea.  Tliey 
have  strong  assurances  of  assistance  from  the  Provincial 
Army,  therefore  it  is  to  be  feared  that  His  Majesty's  yard, 
stores,  and  ammunition,  in  this  Province,  will  be  destroyed. 
The  T«r<ar  Frigate  is  here,  to  protect  them  ;  and  the  mas- 
ter shipwrights,  caulkers,  joiners,  house-carpenters,  smiths, 
■bricklayers,  and  labourers,  form  a  militia,  and  mount  guard 
every  night,  for  the  protection  of  the  yard,  Sslc.  The  inha- 
bitants begin  to  grow  very  warm,  therefore  suppose  it  will 
not  be  long  before  they  find  the  Militia  some  military  em- 
ployment. Our  Governour  has  wrote  to  Boston  for  assist- 
ance, but  has  received  for  answer,  that  they  have  more 
work  cut  out  there  than  they  have  hands  to  complete, 
therefore  no  help  can  be  expected  from  thence.  Via  have 
been  continually  supplying  the  Army  al  Boston  with  fresh 
provisions,  hay,  corn,  k.c..;  but  the  case  is  so  much  altered 
[hat  nothing  is  sullcred  to  be  sent  them  from  hence. 


t.ENEUAL  GATES   TO   DOCTOR   CHURCH. 

C"anibridge,  Scptcuiiior  21,  1775. 

To  Doctor  Vuvncu: 

Sir:  1  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  General  to 
inform  you  that  his  unwillingness  to  part  with  a  good  ofli- 
cer  alone  prevents  his  complying  with  your  request,  in  your 
letter  of  the  2()th  instant.  He  desires  you  would  stay  with 
your  family  some  time  longer,  and  if  there  is  then  no 
prospect  of  its  being  in  such  a  situation  as  to  permit  you 
to  return  to  your  duty,  you  will  receive  a  discharge  pur- 
suant to  your  letter.     Your  very  humble  servant, 

Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 
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COLONEL  VARMTM  TO  GENERAL  SLT^LIVAN. 

Prospect.Hill,  September  24,  1775. 

Colonel  T'arnum  begs  liberty  to  present  his  compliments 
to  the  Honourable  General  Sullivan,  and  informs  liim  that 
when  tlie  invalids  came  to  relieve  him  on  Flniighed-llill, 
Thursday  night  last,  he  gave  the  most  particular  directions 
to  Colonel  IVoodbridge  and  the  Lieutenant-Colonel,  in  what 
manner  to  dispose  ol'  the  detachment,  where  to  place  every 
sentry.  Sent  Captain  Martlndah  with  two  Captains  of 
that  party  ;  showed  them  where  to  place  the  out-picket ; 
and,  in  fine,  had  they  sense  to  comprehend,  and  resolution 
to  execute  the  plainest  orders,  your  Honour  would  not 
have  been  troubled  by  them  upon  that  head,  which  I  have 
learned  you  were  by  Colonel  Stark. 

The  Colonel  is  extremely  sorry  that  General  SidUvan 
should  have  any  reason  to  suspect  him  of  neglect  of  duty, 
and  hopes  this  will  be  suflicient  to  remove  any  unjust  im- 
pressions.   

EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER    VROM    THE    CAMP  AT  CAMBRIDGE, 
DATED    SEPTEMBER  '21,    1775. 

We  are  looking  towards  Canada  for  news ;  that  will  be 
the  scene  of  action,  at  least  for  a  while.  They  are  em- 
ployed at  Boston  in  pulling  down  the  south  part  of  the 
Town,  for  two  purposes:  to  make  room  for  a  set  of  new 
barracks,  which  they  propose  to  build  there,  and  to  convert 
the  former  buildings  into  fuel.  There  was  a  very  lieavy 
cannonade  all  Saturday  morning,  at  Roxhury.  They  (ired 
one  hundred  and  ten  cannon  shot,  with  no  other  damage 
than  putting  out  a  bullock's  eye  with  a  pebble  stone,  which 
one  of  them  drove  into  it.  On  this  side  we  had  two  men 
wounded  with  one  shot;  both  are  like  to  do  well.  The 
game  ball  beat  off  the  hat  of  a  Lieutenant  McKinzic,  of 
one  of  the  Rifle  Companies,  and  left  him  senseless  for  more 
than  an  hour;  however,  he  is  now  perfectly  recovered,  and 
as  well  as  ever. 

We  have  heard  this  day  that  Colonel  Arnold,  who  com- 
mands the  detachment  against  (^uebcck,  was  within  a  few 
miles  o{  Kcnncbcck  River  last  Thursday.  Two  men,  who 
left  (^iicheck  about  twenty  days  ago,  say  it  is  in  a  very  de- 
fenceless state,  and  that  the  French  inhabitants,  even  of  the 
City,  are  much  in  our  favour. 

The  intercourse  between  the  enemy's  camp  and  ours,  on 
both  sides,  Roxhury  and  Charlesiown,  has  ceased  some 
days,  in  consequence  of  the  brutality  of  one  of  the  Minis- 
terial ofBcers,  who,  with  very  abusive  language,  threatened 
to  fue  upon  our  flags  if  any  more  came  down.  They  have 
deceived  themselves  very  much  as  to  Arnold's  expedition. 
They  will  not  believe  but  that  it  was  destined  against  Hali- 
fax, and  provided  accordingly;  so  that  telling  your  real 
design  appears  to  be  sometimes  the  best  way  of  conceal- 


ADDRESS   OF  THE   GENTLEMEN,   ETC.,   OF  COVENTRY. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Traders,  and  prin- 
cipal Inhabitants  of  the  C\\.)'  o^  Coventry,  presented  to  His 
Majesty  by  IValler  Waring,  Esq.,  and  Edward  Roe  I'eo, 
Esq.,  their  Representatives  in  Parliament. 

Coventry,  September  25,  1775. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excelloit  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Traders, 

and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  City  o/ Coventry. 
3Iost  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  we  have  for  some  time 
observed  the  progress  of  those  pernicious  principles  which 
the  patrons  of  sedition  have  been  industriously  insinuating 
into  the  minds  of  your  Majesty's  deluded  subjects,  and 
which  have  at  length  produced  an  actual  rebellion  among 
the  unhappy  Colonies  in  America — a  rebellion  the  most 
atrocious,  because  altogether  unprovoked  ;  the  most  un- 
natural, because  cxcitetl  and  fomented  by  the  false  repre- 
sentations and  encouragement  of  a  desperate  domestick 
faction. 

At  such  an  alarming  crisis,  silence,  in  the  true  friends  to 
their  Country,  would  be  utterly  inexcusable  ;  not  to  con- 
denm  the  guilty  were,  in  some  sort,  to  partake  in  their 
iniquity.  Whilst,  therefore,  we  deplore  this  errour  in  our 
fellow-subjects,  we  cannot  forbear  to  remark  how  very  inat- 
tentive those  persons  must  needs  be  lo  the  welfare  of  the 


community,  who  can  wantonly  interrupt  the  publick  repose 
by  raising  tumults  and  insurrections,  from  no  other  motive, 
and  with  no  better  view,  than  to  promote  the  schemes  of 
pretended  patriotism,  or  to  soothe  the  malice  of  disap- 
pointed ambition. 

It  might,  indeed,  and  with  the  greatest  reason,  have  been 
expected  that  the  singular  prudence  and  moderation,  with 
which  your  Majesty  hath  ever  held  the  reins  of  Govern- 
ment, woidd  have  effectually  composed  every  animosity 
among  your  people,  and  secured  a  general  acquiescence  in 
a  conduct  so  irreproachable.  It  might  have  been  hoped, 
too,  that  the  Ministry  you  have  so  judiciously  made  choice 
of,  and  who,  on  the  late  trying  occasions,  have  acquitted 
themselves  with  the  most  consummate  discretion,  should 
not  have  experienced  so  base  and  ungrateful  a  return.  The 
continued  series  of  ill-treatment  which  your  Majesty,  the 
more  immediate  officers  of  the  Crown,  and  the  great  Coun- 
cil of  the  Nation,  have  met  with,  at  the  hands  of  these 
nominal  guardians  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  we  sincerely 
lament ;  and  it  is  our  earnest  request  that  this  testimony 
of  our  abhorrence  of  such  scandalous  and  unjustifiable  be- 
haviour inay  stand  recorded  to  the  latest  posterity.  Re- 
nouncing therelbre,  thus  openly,  all  fellowship  with  the 
men  of  this  complexion,  permit  us.  Sire,  with  all  humility, 
to  approach  your  throne  with  our  most  faithful  assurances 
of  an  unalienable  attachment  to  your  Majesty's  person,  and 
of  our  most  hearty  concurrence  in  the  prosecution  of  such 
measures  as,  in  your  royal  wisdom,  you  shall  think  proper 
to  adopt,  for  the  suppression  of  the  present  outrageous 
commotions  abroad,  for  the  restoration  of  peace  and  good 
order  at  liome,  for  the  maintaining  a  due  regard  to  the 
authorit)'  of  the  Legislature,  and  for  the  support  of  our 
admirable  Constitution,  both  in  Church  and  State. 


ADDRESS   OF   THE    CITY   OF  EXETER. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  City  of  £rt'icr,  in  Chamber  assembled,  presented 
to  His  Majesty  by  John  Rolle  fVallcr,  Esq.,  and  Charles 
U'arwick  Banrpsylde,  Esq.,  their  Representatives  in  Par- 
liament. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Excillent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
mon Council  of  the    City  of  Exeter,  in    Chamber  as- 
sembled. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  faithful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Enter,  in  Chamber  assembled,  beg  leave  to  pay  our  hum- 
ble duty  to  your  Majesty,  and  to  express  our  gratitude  for 
the  many  blessings  we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 

Convinced,  as  we  are,  of  your  Majesty's  unwearied  and 
impartial  attention  to  the  true  interests  of  all  your  subjects, 
we  cannot  but  behold,  with  infinite  concern,  the  unhappy 
differences  which  subsist  betweenthis  Country  and  many 
of  your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  JS'orth- America,  where  a 
most  unjustiiiable  resistance  hath  been  made  to  your  Ma- 
jesty's arms,  in  open  defiance  of  the  legislative  authority  of 
Great  Britain. 

We  had  our  hopes  that  this  misguided  people  might,  ere 
now,  have  been  reduced  to  a  proper  sense  of  that  duty  and 
obedience,  by  which  alone  they  can  be  connected  with  this 
Country.  In  what  manner  this  great  object  is  farther  to 
be  pursued,  is  a  question  on  which  we  presume  not  to 
express  our  sentiments  ;  but  relying  with  confidence  on  the 
wisdom,  justice,  and  prudence  of  your  Majesty's  counsels, 
we  doubt  not  but  your  ftlajesty,  zealous  of  the  honour  of 
your  Crown,  and  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  all 
your  people,  will  act  with  firmness,  and  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  may  most  efiectually  tend  to  the  establishment  of 
peace,  consistent  witli  the  support  of  that  general  principle 
on  which  the  declaratory  act  is  founded. 

Far  be  it  from  us,  however,  to  circumscribe  the  bounty 
of  Government ;  may  every  constitutional,  every  favourable 
indulgence  be  extended  towards  them.  We  are  anxious 
that  your  Majesty's  subjects  should  be  all  heartily  and  sin- 
cerely united  in  tliat  dutiful  obedience  to  your  IMajesty  and 
the  Legislature  ofGreat  Britain,  which  constitutes  the  tree 
strength  of  this  great  Empire. 
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That  a  just  and  perfect  reconciliation  may  soon  take 
place,  is  our  most  urdent  wish.  But  should  the  unhappy 
contest  be  farther  prolonged,  and  ^;/ie?/tu,  still  contending 
for  independence,  ohstinaiely  continue  to  reject  all  reason- 
able offers  of  accommodaiion,  we  conceive  they  will  one 
day  feel  the  loss  they  have  sustained,  when,  from  bavin:,' 
been  deluded  by  their  seditious  leaders,  they  shall  become 
a  prey  to  their  Armies  and  their  own  intestine  animosities ; 
and  shall  then  find,  by  sad  experience,  that  peace,  and  hap- 
piness, and  liberty,  are  only  to  be  secured  to  them  by  ihe 
protecting  power  of  this  Country. 

That  your  Majesty  may  long  reign  over  a  loyal,  hapjjy, 
and  united  people,  is  our  most  earnest  and  constant  prayer. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  this  :^5tli  day  oi  Scjj tim- 
ber, 1775.  

ADDRESS   OF  THE   M ACISTHAT ES,   ETC.,  OF   KIRKCUDISllIGHT. 

Address  of  the  Magistrates  and  Council  of  the  Burgh 
of  Kirkcuf/lji-ight,  ptesenliid  to  His  Majesty  by  If'illiam 
Douglas,  Esq",  their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

Kirkcmlbriglit,  September  25,  1775. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majeslij. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
IMagistraies  and  Council  of  the  liuYi^U  ol'  Kirkcudbright, 
deeply  sensible  of  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy  under  your 
Majesty's  mild  and  just  government,  humbly  beg  leave  to 
assure  your  Majesty  of  our  abhorrence  of  that  daring  spirit 
of  licentiousness,  so  nuich  encouraged  and  fomented  by 
wicked  and  designing  persons  in  different  parts  of  your 
Empire,  hurtful  to  the  State,  and  destructive  of  that  true 
constitutional  liberty,  under  which  all  good  subjects  live 
contented  and  hapj)y.  And  that  it  is  with  concern  and  in- 
dignation we  observe  the  baneful  influence  of  this  spirit 
upon  many  of  your  American  subjects,  now  in  a  state  of 
actual  rebellion,  and  openly  avowing  a  revolt  from  that 
natural  connection  and  dependance,  which  all  the  Colonies 
ought  necessarily  to  have  with  and  upon  the  Patent  State; 
a  rebellion  as  wicked  and  flagitious  as  it  it  unprovoked  and 
ungrateful.  We  therefore  humbly  recjuest  your  Majesty's 
most  gracious  acceptance  of  this  testimony  of  our  aflec- 
tion  and  attachment  to  your  Majesty's  person,  family,  and 
Government,  and  pray  that  such  measures  niay  be  pur- 
sued, by  the  wisdom  of  your  Majesty  and  your  Parliament, 
as  may  most  speedily  and  efiectually  restore  and  support 
obedience  to  the  laws,  and  peace,  union,  and  prosperity,  in 
your  Majesty's  wide-extended  Kingdoms;  over  which,  un- 
impaired by  foreign  or  domestick  foe';,  itiay  your  Majesty, 
and  yuiu-  illusuious  house,  reign  glorious  to  latest  posterity. 
Matt.  Buchanan,  Provost. 


Yesterday,  at  Ilicks's  Hall,  llieie  wcie  about  thirty  of  the 
Justices  present.  Sir  Jo/(«  lJawkins,Vha\tnmn.  He  declared 
the  motive  of  calling  them  together  was  to  consider  of  an 
Address  to  the  Throne,  expressing  their  loyalty  and  attach- 
ment to  the  present  Government,  and  readiness  to  support 
whatever  steps  were  thought  exjicdient,  for  reducing  the 
Colonics  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty.  The  measure 
met  with  the  approbation  of  all  present. 

The  following  is  the  y\drlress,  which  was  imaniinou:^ly 
agreed  to,  and  will  be  presented  to  His  Majesty  t)n  Fridtiij 

'"''''■         To  the  King's  Most  EicelUni  Maicsli,. 

We,  your  loyal  ai\d  dutiful  subj(;cts,  resident  in  this  opu- 
lent County,  sensible  of  the  blessings  which  we  derive  from 
your  Majesty's  mild  and  gracious  Goverimient,  during  which 
justice  has  been  administered  with  an  inijiartiality  uid<nown 
to  former  ages,  and  under  which  every  subject  has  felt  him- 
self protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  those  benefits  which 
are  tlic  ultimate  end  of  civil  institutions  to  ensure,  humbly 
presume  to  address  your  Majesty  at  a  crisis  which  we  con- 
ceive to  be  a  most  im[)ortant  one,  and  such  as  is  not  to  be 
paralleled  in  the  history  of  this  or  any  other  Country. 

We  look  back  with  awful  reverence  on  that  period,  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  last  century,  when,  by  a  revolution, 
from  which  it  were  impiety  to  exclude  the  interposition  of 
Divine  Providence,  the  bounds  of  regal  authority,  and  the 
measures  of  civil  subjection,  were  mutually  adjusted  and 


ascertained  upon  principles  coeval  with,  and  interwoven  in 
the  very  Constitution  of  this  Country. 

To  those  genuine  patriots  and  friends  of  religious  and 
civil  liberty,  the  actors  in  that  noble  cause,  we  at  this  day 
owe  it,  that  persecution  is  banished  to  the  realms  of  des- 
potism ;  that  illegal  restraints  of  civil  liberty  are  guarded 
against ;  that  the  ancient  powers  of  Parliaments,  over  every 
part  of  the  British  Dominions,  are  recognised  ;  and  the  su- 
|)reme  legislative  authority,  by  a  wise  and  happy  tempera- 
ture of  various  interests,  declared  to  reside  in  the  three 
estates,  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons. 

Reflecting  on  the  above  auspicious  event,  and  the  nume- 
lous  benefits  that  have  followed  from  it,  we  seek  in  vain  for 
the  motives  of  that  utmatural  rebellion  in  ^orth-America, 
into  which  the  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  Provinces  thereof, 
not  less  by  the  artifices  of  a  disappointed  and  impotent  fac- 
tion, than  their  own  aversion  to  our  religious  and  civil  Con- 
stitution, have  been  precipitated. 

To  attain  the  ends  of  a  lawless  association,  which  aims 
at  nothing  less  than  an  independence  on  the  IMother  Coun- 
try, that  would  draw  down  destruction  on  their  own  heads, 
the  legal  government  of  the  Colonies,  now  in  rebellion,  has 
been  extorted  by  and  transferred  to  those  whose  regard  for 
the  puhlick  is  absorbed  in  the  hope  of  private  gain,  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  traitorous  purposes.  The  hostilities 
originally  commenced  by  the  Americans  have  been  con- 
tinued in  a  manner  practised  only  by  savages ;  and,  in  the 
conduct  of  a  war,  in  which,  with  unhallowed  lips,  they  im- 
plore the  Divine  blessing,  we  behold,  with  equal  amaze- 
ment and  horrour,  the  violation  of  those  rules  of  war  to 
which  humanity  and  the  practices  of  all  ci\ilized  nations 
have  given  a  sanction. 

]Miserics  greater,  if  possible,  than  those  of  a  war  thus 
conducted  on  the  |)art  of  our  enemies,  have  been  denounced 
against  the  Mother  Country  by  its  rebellious  sons,  who,  by 
resolutions  of  non-importation,  have  endeavoured  to  cut  off 
the  sources  of  our  wealth,  and,  by  the  dread  of  famitie,  to 
stimulate  the  industrious  manufacturers  of  this  Kingdom  to 
op|iose  the  power  which  has  been  their  constant  sujiport. 
But,  thanks  be  to  God,  the  flourishing  condition  of  our 
trade,  the  quick  circulation  of  wealth,  the  state  of  publick 
credit,  and  the  amazing  increase  of  buildings  and  mercan- 
tile improvetnents,  which  present  thetiiselves  to  our  eyes  in 
every  part  of  this  Country,  are  evident  proofs  of  the  fu- 
tility of  all  such  attempts,  as  they  are  of  the  flourishing 
state  of  the  Kingdom  in  general. 

With  very  little  attention  to  the  merits  of  the  dispute, 
and  without  being  able  to  controvert  that  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  civil  society,  that  protection  and  allegiance  are  re- 
ciprocal, the  Colonies  resist  the  payment  of  taxes  which 
their  preservation  has  made  necessary — founding  their  pre- 
tended exemption,  not  on  reason,  equity,  or  natural  justice, 
hut  upon  the  construction  of  those  grants  to  which  the 
C'olonies  owe  their  political  existence.  The  rights,  what- 
ever they  are,  which  the  Americans  claim,  are  founded  in 
charters  from  time  to  time  granted  by  your  Majesty's  royal 
predecessors,  under  proper  limitations  and  restrictions,  and 
with  savings  in  favour  of  the  legislative  authority  of  this 
Kingdom.  With  the  greatest  professions  of  zeal  for  liberty 
do  these  inlatuatcd  people  exalt  the  regal  into  arbitrary 
power;  and  from  principles  of  law  and  logick,  which  are 
now  for  the  first  time  advanced,  contend  that  the  acts  of 
the  aggregate  legislative  body  are  of  less  force  to  bind  the 
subjects  than  those  of  an  integral  part  thereof;  and  with 
all  insidious  arts  of  adulation,  your  .Majesty  is  courted  to 
accept  of  that  absolute  power  which  you  have  uniformly 
disclaimed,  as  well  by  the  whole  tenour  of  your  conduct, 
as  by  refusing  the  means  of  preserving  the  su])remacy  of 
this  Country  over  the  Colonies,  to  the  great  council  of  the 
Nation. 

For  this  singular  instance  of  moderation,  as  for  e\ery 
other  benefit  which  we  derive  from  your  Majesty's  paternal 
care  and  watchful  regard  for  our  interests,  receive,  most 
gracious  Sovereign,  the  sincere  and  humble  acknowledg- 
ments of  us,  your  Majesty's  loyal  and  faithful  subjects  ;  and 
as  the  merciful  Ibrbearance,  hitherto  shown  to  the  Colonies 
in  rebellion,  would,  if  farther  extended,  be  injurious  to  the 
ititerests  of  the  whole  British  Empire,  accept  also  this  ten- 
der of  every  assistance,  which  we  are  capable  of  rendering, 
towards  establishing  the  authority  of  the  British  Legislature 
over  its  Colonies  and  dependencies ;  while,  with  unfeigned 
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zeal,  we  supplicate  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  events  for 
prosperity  on  the  wise  and  lenient,  but  steady  counsels 
which  are  resolved  on,  and  we  douht  not  will  be  pursued, 
for  effectuating  this  important  and  necessary  purpose. 


MEETING   OF   THE    FREEHDLDEItS   OF   MIDDLESEX. 

Loiulo.i,  SrptPhibrr  M,  177-). 

Yesterday,  near  five  luindred  Freeholders  of  the  County 
of  Middlesex  met  at  the  Mile  End  Assembly-Rooni,  agree- 
ably to  notice  from  the  Sheriffs,  in  the  publick  papeis. 
About  one  o'clock,  Mr.  Sheriff  Plotncr  took  the  chair,  and, 
in  a  very  sensible  speech,  told  lliein  they  were  convened 
at  the  request  of  some  respectable  Freeholders,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  critical  and  alarming  situation  of  this 
Country,  and  strongly  recommended  to  them  to  proceed  in 
their  arguments  with  loyalty  to  their  King,  a  love  for  the 
Constitution,  and  decency  and  respect  to  each  other,  as 
the  surest  way  to  give  efficacy  to  their  resolutions. 

Mr.  Mascall  then  stood  up,  and  attempted  to  harangue 
on  the  miserable  predicament  Administration  had  brought 
this  Country  into,  but  was  interrupted  by  Mt.  Fell,  a.  Mid- 
dlesev  Justice,  who  objected  to  the  propriety  of  Mr.  Mas- 
call's  speech.  Mr.  IVilmolt,  another  Middlesex  Justice, 
begged  the  Sheriff  would  declare  the  names  of  the  Free- 
holders who  requested  that  meeting;  but  it  being  repro- 
bated by  other  gentlemen,  the  Sheriff  put  the  question, 
whether  he  should  declare  the  requisitors  or  not ;  which 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  by  a  great  majority.  This 
leading  question  being  determined,  Mr.  Mascnll  resumed 
bis  harangue,  without  interruption,  wherein  he  declaimed 
against  the  Ministry,  for  their  late  acts  respecting  America ; 
their  sending  armed  legions  of  Englishmen  there,  to  cut 
the  throats  of  £«^/J.5/(Hic;i;  their  endeavouring  to  subvert 
the  Constitution  ;  and  concluded  with  making  a  motion  to 
instruct  their  Members  on  the  present  alarming  situation, 
and  held  a  paper  in  his  hand,  which  contained  instructions 
to  be  read  to  that  assembly,  for  their  approbation  or  nega- 
tion. Mr.  Pill,  with  a  good  deal  of  ingenuity,  acknow- 
ledged he  loved  to  see  the  commendable  warmth  of  an 
Englishman  in  the  gentleman  who  spoke  last;  but,  as  the 
Parliament  was  very  soon  to  meet,  and  he  made  no  doubt 
with  a  disposition  to  hearken  to  all  honourable  accommo- 
dations with  Americn,  he  could  wish  to  postpone  all  in- 
structions to  their  Representatives,  till  the  sense  of  the 
Parliament  was  known ;  and  observed,  that  the  Right 
Honourable  Member  (the  Lord  Mayor)  who  was  present 
possibly  would  not  like  to  go  shackled  with  additional  in- 
structions into  the  great  Assembly  of  the  nation  ;  that  his 
Lordship  had  before  made  those  publick  declarations, 
which  he  had  most  faithfidly  performed,  and  made  no  doubt 
of  his  Lordshi|)'s  continuing  the  steady  patriot  on  all  occa- 
sions. In  the  course  of  his  speech  he  gave  oblique  hints 
of  the  Lord  Mayor's  being  acquainted  with  the  intended 
Resolutions;  and  concluded  with  declaring  that  he  was  not 
in  the  secrets  of  Administration,  neither  was  he  influenced 
by  any  party  ;  that  though  he  was  a  Middlesex  Justice,  he 
defied  any  man  to  say  he  ever  took  a  dirty  shilling,  or  suf- 
fered his  clerk  to  take  one  for  him.  Upon  the  whole,  this 
gentleman  spoke  with  a  great  deal  of  ingenuity,  though 
mixed  with  a  great  deal  of  sophistry.  On  this,  the  Lord 
Mayor  arose,  and  declared  he  had  no  hand  in  the  intended 
instructions ;  but  if  they  wei'e  carried  in  that  assembly,  he 
would  most  implicitly  obey  them,  as  he  thought  it  his 
indispensable  duty  to  support  the  sentiments  of  his  consti- 
tuents, even  if  they  dissented  from  his  own  ;  and  observed, 
the  King  called  the  Commons  in  Parliament,  not  to  know 
the  sentiments  of  the  delegated  Members,  but  that  of  their 
constituents,  the  people  of  the  Kingdom  at  large.  This 
declaration  was  received  with  bursts  of  applaiise  ;  after 
which,  the  question  was  called,  to  know  whether  tlie  in- 
.structions  should  be  read  ;  which  was  carried,  by  a  great 
majority.  The  instructions  were  I  hen  read,  and  were  as 
follows  : 

Instructions  from  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  o/ Mid- 
dlesex, to  the  Right  Honourable  JoHxN  Wilk.es  and 
John  Gltnn,  Esquires,  Knights  of  the  Shire  for  the 
County  o/  M I D D L E s E X . 

We,  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  o(  Middlesex,  sum- 
moned here  by  publick  advertisement  of  the  Sheriff  of  this 
County,  acknowledge  our  approbation  and   grateful  sense 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi.  i 


of  your  conduct  as  our  Representatives,  during  the  last 
session  of  Parliament;  and  though  we  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  your  steady  perseveiance  in  the  true  interests  of 
your  Country,  yet  we  think  it  our  indispensable  duty  to 
acquaint  you  with  our  sentiment  at  the  present  awful  crisis, 
big  with  the  fate  of  this  great  Empire,  and  the  happiness, 
glory,  and  prosperity  of  tlie  whole  people. 

VVe  behold,  with  all  the  horrour  and  grief  natural  to  a 
free  people,  the  fatal  stab  given  to  our  excellent  Constitu- 
tion, by  a  majority  of  the  last  venal  Parliament,  whereby 
the  most  sacred  and  unalienable  right  of  the  Freeholders 
of  this  County,  the  right  of  election,  was  in  the  most  impi- 
ous manner  wrested  from  the  electors,  and  assumed  by  the 
elected,  who  placed  a  ])erson  as  our  Representative  in 
Parliament,  contrary  to  the  sense  and  will  of  the  County, 
expressed  by  a  very  great  majority  of  legal  votes,  thereby 
establishing  a  precedent  of  the  most  dangerous  tendency  to 
the  rights  of  all  the  electors  of  Great  Britain;  which  in- 
jury has  been  again  confirmed,  by  the  malice  of  our  invete- 
rate enemies,  in  the  present  Parliament  (chosen  by  sur- 
prise, under  a  national  delusion)  suffering  that  vote  to 
a|)pear  in  their  journals,  a  standing  record  of  the  injustice, 
venality,  and  corruption,  of  their  predecessors. 

We  are  called  upon  to  redouble  our  attention  and  zeal 
for  the  defence  and  preservation  of  all  our  constitutional 
rights,  from  seeing  the  iron  hand  of  oppression  extended  to 
our  fellow-subjects  on  the  other  side  of  the  Allantick; 
Popery,  that  bane  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  established 
in  an  extent  of  country  infinitely  larger  than  all  our  pos- 
sessions in  Euro])e,  thereby  arming,  as  it  were,  many  of 
our  fellow-subjects,  with  a  crucifix  in  one  hand  and  a  dag- 
ger in  the  other,  against  our  Protestant  brethren;  a  Popish 
Bishop  appointed,  and  the  greatest  comfort  and  encourage- 
ment given  to  the  clergy  of  that  church,  while  the  pastors 
of  our  pure  and  excellent  laith  are  suffered  to  remain  with- 
out support  and  provision,  but  what  Romish  priests  and 
Romish  councils  shall  deign  to  afford  them  ;  other  cruel 
and  oppressive  acts  passed  against  our  fellow-subjects  in 
America,  wholly  repugnant  to  the  ancient  just  and  generous 
proceedings  of  British  Councils  and  British  Assemblies  ; 
destructive  of  that  glory  of  the  English  law,  the  trial  by 
jury,  and  many  other  imdoubted  rights  and  privileges  of 
'English  subjects  ;  in  violation  of  charters  and  royal  cove- 
nants of  the  most  solemn  nature:  which  acts  and  oppres- 
sions, under  the  influence  of  the  present  Ministers,  have 
been  productive  of  a  most  impolitick,  unnatural,  cruel,  and 
destructive  civil  war,  against  our  suffering  and  much  in- 
jured fellow-subjects  in  America. 

We  lament,  "as  a  commercial  people,  the  inevitable  in- 
juries that  must  be  sustained  by  the  loss  of  a  most  valuable 
"branch  of  our  commerce,  tlie  decay  of  trade  and  manufac- 
tures, and  consequent  distresses  of  the  industrious  poor. 

To  remedy  all  these  evils,  the  melancholy  experience  of 
past  times  evinceth  how  insufficient  is  the  removal  of  a 
Ministry,  while  their  maxims  and  views  are  entailed  upon 
the  Government.  We  desire  that  you  will  not  only  con- 
tinue strenuously  to  oppose  them,  but  endeavour  to  procure 
U3  such  constitutional  security,  by  shortening  the  duration  of 
Parliaments,  and  enacting  such  other  laws  as  may  prevent 
the  nation  from  suffering  by  the  like  errours  and  iniquities 
for  the  future. 

And  we  instruct  you  to  exert  yourselves  in  procuring 
that  vote  of  the  late  House  of  Commons  to  be  rescinded, 
which,  in  the  most  injurious  and  unconstitutional  manner, 
deprived  the  Freeholders  of  this  County  of  their  undoubted 
right  of  election. 

"We  also  instruct  you  to  forward  an  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  publick  treasure,  so  peculiarly  necessary 
at  this  time,  and  in  a  nation  burdened  wiili  taxes  and  op- 
pressed wilh  debts;  that  you  will  not  suffer  the  people  to 
be  imposed  upon  by  the  flimsy  artifices  of  a  Minister,  pre- 
tending to  lessen,  while  he  is  in  reality  increasing,  the 
publick  burdens. 

-Should  any  additional  land-tax  or  new  imposts  be  pro- 
posed in  the  ensuing  session,  we  expect  that  you  will  not 
assent  to  them  without  a  previous  redress  of  grievances  ; 
and  that  you  will  strenuously  oppose  all  votes  of  credit,  or 
takin'f  any  foreign  troops  into  the  pay  of  Great  Britain, 
unless  another  attempt  should  be  made  by  the  Tories  and 
Jacobites,  against  His  Majesty's  person,  family,  or  Govern- 
ment. 
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The  state  of  the  Navy,  thai  great  bulwark,  safety,  and 
protection  of  the  commerce  of  this  nation,  demands,  and  we 
hope  will  engage,  your  serious  attention ;  and  that  you  will 
inquire  by  what^ fatal  mismanagement  and  corrupt  influence, 
after  sucii  immense  sums  have  been  voted  during  a  peace 
establishment,  that  it  is  in  its  present  deplorable  condition. 

We  particularly  instruct  you  to  exert  yourselves  in  pre- 
venting the  farther  efiusion  of  the  blood  of  our  innocent 
fellow-subjects  in  America,  and  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  the 
present  unnatural  and  ruinous  civil  war. 

We  also  desire  vou  to  use  your  unwearied  endeavours  to 
assist  and  support  the  Representatives  of  the  City  oi  Lun- 
(loti,  for  obtaining  a  repeal  of  every  obnoxious  and  uncon- 
stitutional act,  and  in  bringing  to  the  justice  of  their  Country 
the  advisers  of  such  nefarious  measures  as  have  been 
adopted  during  the  last  fourteen  years,  tending  to  subvert 
the  Constitution  of  this  Country,  and  which  we  are  con- 
vinced will  very  soon  effect  the  ruin  and  destruction  of  the 
British  Em|)ire. 

This  niolinn  for  in-truciiiig  the  Members  being  carried 
in  behalf  of  Pulilick  Liberty,  it  was  then  moved,  "  That  a 
Letter  should  be  addressed  from  the  Freeholders  of  Mid- 
illesivio  those  of  Great  Britain."  The  Letter  was  read, 
and  the  motion  "That  it  be  addressed  to  the  Freeholders 
of  Great  Britaia'  parsed.  The  Letter  is  verbatim  as 
f  jIIows  : 

A  Letter  from  the.  Freeholders  0/ Middlesex  to  the  Free- 
holders o/Gkeat  Britain. 

The  perilous  situation  of  publick  affairs,  and  the  calami- 
ties which  threaten  the  whole  Empire,  are  tlie  reasons,  and 
we  hope  will  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  om-  addressing 
you. 

The  vote  of  the  late  House  of  Commons,  by  wliicli  a 
Rejiresentalive  was  forced  upon  us,  to  the  immediate  viola- 
tion of  our  rights,  and  the  eventual  injury  of  those  of  all 
the  electors  in  the  Kingdom,  remains  yet  on  record.  It 
remains  as  a  precedent  against  the  most  sacred  and  lunda- 
mental  franchise  of  the  people,  to  authorize  the  same  vio- 
lence, by  Ministers  as  arbitrary  and  Re|)reseniaiives  as  cor- 
rupt. 

We  trust,  Gentlemen,  that  you  will  notecase  to  co-ope- 
rate with  us  till  that  dangerous  and  shameful  record  be  con- 
demned and  done  away  in  the  most  solenm  and  ellectual 
manner. 

The  present  state  cA'  Aiiierica  is  such  as  ought  to  give 
the  deepest  alarm  and  concern  to  every  man  who  regards 
the  rights  of  human  nature,  the  liberties  of  Englishmen, 
and  the  happiness  and  safety  of  the  whole  Empire.  The 
arbitrary  and  inhuman  conduct  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion has  driven  our  most  affectionate  American  fellow-sub- 
jects into  despair  and  resistance.  Seven  years'  supplica- 
tion for  a  redress  of  their  grievances  has  been  answered 
by  an  army  to  enforce  them.  Their  petition  last  year  to 
the  King  im|)lored  peace,  liberty,  and  safety.  In  return 
they  receiveii  acts  of  the  most  inhuman  restraints  and 
open  hostilities,  in  the  desolation  of  their  Country,  the  de- 
struction of  their  People,  and  the  conflagration  of  their 
Towns.  They  have  again  besought  His  Majesty,  in  a  late 
humble  petition,  "to  stoj)  the  fartlier  effusion  of  blood,  and 
to  direct  some  mode  by  which  he  would  be  pleased  to  re- 
ceive the  united  proofs  of  their  devotion,  as  most  dutiful 
subjects  and  most  affectionate  Colonists."  They  declare 
their  most  ardent  desire  that  the  former  harmony  between 
ihein  and  the  Parent  State  may  be  established  upon  the 
most  lasting  foundation.  They  expressly  declare  they  do 
not  "  request  such  reconciliation  as  may  be  in  any  manner 
inconsistent  with  the  dignity  or  welfan;  of  this  Country."' 
We  cannot  conceive  what  can  be  ollered  fairer  or  fuller  on 
their  ,,art. 

But  the  !Ministry,  it  seems,  have  advised  His  Majesty  to 
give  this  petition  no  answer,  and  thereby  to  depri\e  the  pe- 
titioners of  every  hope  of  redress  and  reconciliation.  They 
are  farther  making  the  most  open  and  extensive  prepara- 
tions for  war.  Even  Roman  Catholicks  are  allured  and 
incited  to  lake  up  arms  against  our  Protestant  fellow-sub- 
jects. Thus  we  see  these  most  pernicious  measures  prose- 
cuted by  the  worst  and  most  dangerous  means. 

The  immediate  injury  of  such  a  war  lo  our  commerce 
and  manufactures,  the  consequence  of  that  to  the  produce 
of  the  land,  the  additional  taxes  necessarv  for  such  distant 


and  expensive  operations,  must  sink  this  uniiappy  Country, 
already  overburdened  with  the  enormity  of  her  debt,  into 
unavoidable  ruin.  Upon  the  land  must  the  whole  expense 
ultimately  fall.  Upon  the  landholders,  then,  it  is  especially 
incumbent  to  use  their  utmost  intluence  in  stopping  the 
course  of  this  unnatural  and  fatal  war. 

The  Americans  have  repeatedly  appealed  to  the  justice 
and  humanity  of  their  fellow-subjects  in  Great  Britain. 
We  hope  such  an  appeal  will  never  be  made  in  vain.  ^Ve 
lament  the  fate  of  those  brave  British  soldiere  who  have 
been  sacrificed  in  so  inglorious  and  hateful  a  contest.  We 
are  persuaded  our  fellow-subjects  in  America  are  contend- 
ing in  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  are  cruelly  ojipressed.  We 
will  never  willingly  aid  in  urging  the  o|)pression,  or  tramp- 
ling upon  the  rights  of  any  part  of  the  dominions.  We 
cannot  see  any  probable  consequence  Irom  the  |)rnsecution 
of  this  Ministerial  war,  but  mibcry,  shame,  and  ruin  to  the 
whole  Empire. 

Upon  these  principles,  we  have  instructed  our  Rejiresen- 
taiives  in  Parliament.  Upon  these  principles.  Gentlemen, 
we  wish  for  your  co-operation,  in  establishing  lii)erty,  peace, 
and  harmony,  through  all  His  Majesty's  Dominions. 

The  following  Resolutions  were  then  passed,  and  carried 
with  loud  plaudits  of  approbation  : 

That  the  thanks  of  the  Freeholders  assembled  be  given 
to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  o( Ejfingham,lhe  soldier 
and  citizen,  for  having  refused  to  draw  his  sword  against  the 
majesl}'  of  the  people  and  the  rights  of  his  fellow-subjects, 
in  acting  up  to  the  principles  which  he  professed. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  lo  the  Sheilffs. 
for  their  readiness  in  calling  the  meeting. 

The  meeting  was  tlien  adjourned. 


IRUEKF  TO    MAJOR   WI 


.lAM    SHIRREEF. 


Si.  Augustine,  Si-ptt-niUer  2.'),  ITTj. 

Mv  Dear  ^Ia.ior:  By  Captain  Lain,  who  has  just  ar- 
ri\ed  from  I'irginia  with  another  transport  to  carry  the 
remainder  of  the  Fourteenth  to  that  part,  tells  me  he  for- 
warded my  letters  to  you  I  sent  by  him,  which  I  hope  you 
received.  He  has  now  brought  us  news  and  letters  from 
the  officers  of  the  Fourteenth,  in  Boston,  to  those  here  ;  and 
being  informed  you  are  wounded,  and  not  having  a  line 
hom  you  or  any  friend,  causes  me  great  pain,  and  I  am 
distressed  not  a  little  about  your  welfare,  k.c.  I  wish  my- 
self often  with  my  friends  in  the  Forty-Fifth,  who  I  hear 
are  with  you.  As  things  have  since  fell  out,  I  should 
have  got  a  Company;  and  had  1  now  my  choice,  1  would 
sooner  be  in  that  station,  and  have  a  brush  every  day,  than 
remain  in  oblivion  here.  And  as  we  have  been  long  threat- 
ened to  be  visited  by  our  Georgia  neighbours,  it  is  now 
expected  they  will  put  their  scheme  into  execution,  take 
the  powder,  and  hurn  the  barracks  and  Town.  And,  in 
consequence  of  withdrawing  the  Troops  from  here,  those 
people  that  lied  here  for  protection,  and  all  our  merchants, 
intend  not  to  trust  to  the  lenity  of  a  mob,  but  move  off  with 
their  families  and  effects  to  the  H'cst-Jndics.  We  are 
already  distressed  snllicienlly;  and,  when  this  takes  place, 
the  Lord  only  knows  what  we  shall  do.  This  Colony  will 
he  knocked  up.  No  sign  of  any  Conq)anies,  as  )et,  hom 
I'cnsacolii :  and  as  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  we  shall  fare 
bad  ;  our  planters  minding  their  indigo,  and  neither  raise 
corn  nor  rice  ;  and  this  ue  used  to  have  from  Charlestoiun 
a.\v.\  Sew- York,  hK\\.  now  is  at  an  end.  1  sincerely  wish 
these  troubles  were  at  an  enil,  for  thoy  very  materially 
allect  every  individuid. 

Your  ever  obliged  and  affectionate  brother, 

■M    •        If-;;-  c;  •        /)•     ?>      /  G.  ShIRREFF. 

Major  n  illiam  >>hirrc£,  boston. 


C.    SIIIRREFF   TO   GENERAL    ROBERTSON. 

St.  .\ngustiiin,  September  25,  1775. 

Sir:  An  opportunity  now  offering,  I  embrace  it  to  ac- 
quaint vou  tiiat  on  the  first  detachment  going  from  this  to 
I  'irginia,  I  delivered,  by  order  of  Major  Furlong,  to  them, 
forty  blankets;  and  these  now  going  will  also  he  supplied 
complete  with  bedding  ;  but  as  the  order  will  not  come  out 
till  they  just  go  on  board,  I  shall  not,  in  this,  be  able  to  tell  ynu 
the  quantity  sent.  I  have,  by  order  of  the  Governour,  de- 
livered him'  a  return  of  all  my  stores  ;  and,  as  my  Brigade- 
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Major  commission  mentions,  I  am  to  follou-  such  orders  as  I 
shall  receive  from  hiin,  k.c.,  I  imagine  any  thing  he  desires 
must  be  done  ;  but  this  is  tlie  first  instance  1  ever  knew  of 
a  Governour  interfering  with  a  Brigade-Major's  duty;  and 
1  shall  be  glad  to  know  your  sentiments  on  this  head,  and 
any  directions  you  send  nie  will  be  complied  with. 

Our  neighbours  in  Georgia  are  now  full  as  bad  as  any 
of  the  other  Colonies  ;  and  our  )iowder,  &c.,  in  the  foi  t, 
they  threaten  us  to  come  and  take,  destroy  the  garrison,  and 
burn  the  barracks  and  Town.  And  it  is  much  dreaded,  as 
our  Troops  are  to  be  removed  from  us,  they  will  put  their 
scheme  in  execution.  And  our  merchants  here,  and  all 
those  that  have  come  here  for  safety,  the  instant  we  have 
no  Troops,  will  go  off  to  the  H'cst-IitJies ;  and  those  that 
remain  will  have  a  bad  time  of  it,  as  our  supplies  are  all 
out,  and  none  allowed  to  come  to  us.  And  our  ])lanters 
here  mind  nothing  but  raising  indigo  and  Indian  corn,  which 
used  to  be  sold  for  two  shillings  and  throe  pence,  but  is 
now  seven  shillings  per  bushel. 

The  Companies  from  Fensacola  are  not  arrived,  and  not 
the  least  account  of  them  yet.  Candles  we  shall  much 
want,  having  little  more  than  one  box. 

I  am  in  some  trouble,  at  present,  on  account  of  my  brother, 
whom  1  hear  is  wounded  ;  and  not  receiving  a  line  from  you, 
or  any  friend  with  you,  adds  much  to  my  uneasiness.  And 
in  this  place  you  hear  nothing ;  it  is  the  most  miserable 
hole  1  ever  was  in.  A  man  should  be  well  paid  that  lives 
in  it.  Could  I  have  foreseen  what  has  since  ha])pencd, 
before  I  left  the  Army,  I  should  at  this  day  have  been  with 
my  corps  at  Boston,  and  have  had  a  Company,  as  1  was  so 
old  a  Lieutenant,  which  I  should  have  liked  much  better 
than  the  office  I  now  hold  in  its  present  state.  But  could 
I  get  paid  as  Fort  Adjutant,  1  should  then  be  happy;  for  at 
present  my  income  barely  serves  half  the  demands  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  sustenance.  But  I  am  in  hopes,  with 
your  assistance  and  that  of  other  friends,  I  may  get  my  pay 
atigmented,  as  there  are  many  instances  that  a  Brigade- 
Major  has  five  shillings,  and  a  Town  Adjutant  four  shillings 
per  diem. 

This  conies  to  you  by  a  Mr.  Cameron,  who  is  esteemed 
here;  and  being  ill-used  in  Charlestown,  &c.,  is  now  de- 
termined to  be  at  Boston,  and  offer  himself  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief as  a  volunteer,  in  hopes  of  getting  in  time 
an  Ensigncy. 

I  hope  you  received  my  letters  with  the  return  sent  you 
by  the  schooner  that  brought  us  here  ;  and  hope,  when  you 
favour  me  with  a  line,  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  of 
those  matters  I  wrote  you  about. 

1  have  one  favour  to  beg,  viz  :  that  you  will  particularly 
send  me  some  instructions,  that  I  may  know  how  to  act.  At 
present,  the  orders  from  you  and  the  Commander-in-Chief 
are  so  misconstrued,  on  account  of  a  Sergeant  being  in 
office,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  fresh  instructions, 
with  proper  orders,  that  I  may  well  understand  the  line  1 
am  to  act  in.  One  minute  1  receive  orders  from  the  Go- 
vernour, the  next  from  the  commanding  officer ;  that,  in 
short,  at  present,  I  have  a  difficult  card  to  play  in  order  to 
please  all,  which  I  shall  ever  endeavour  to  do,  if  it  is  with 
propriety. 

These  commotions,  at  present  subsisting  in  the  Colonies, 
give  me  i)ain  ;  and,  believe  me,  particularly  so  when  they 
are  the  cause  of  separating  (those  you  must  hold  most  dear) 
your  family  from  you.  My  fervent  prayers  are,  that  these 
troubles  may  soon  end,  with  honour  to  our  most  gracious 
Sovereign  George  the  Third,  and  with  every  liberty  that  is 
consistent  with  reason  his  subjects  should  enjoy. 

May  this  find  you  in  health  is  my  fervent  prayer. 
Excuse  all  imperfections,  as  I  am  in  a  hurry  to  get  this  on 
board.  Your  friendship  I  value;  and  I  have  only  time  to 
add  that  1  am,  Sir,  your  very  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant,  „    „ 

C.  Shirreff. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  an  order 
from  I\lajor  Furlong  for  the  following  articles  out  of  my 
stores;  and,  agreeable  to  Gov.  Tonyn's  orders,  I  waited  on 
him  to  know  wliether  1  was  to  comply  with  it.  After  press- 
ing a  little,  he  desired  me  to  let  the  Troops  have  them. 
And  when  the  remainder  go  away  they  must  also  be  sup- 
plied ;  and  as  they  take  nothing  but  what  is  fit  for  service, 
by  viewing  the  return  I  sent  you,  you  w'ill  see  what  is  re- 
maining fit  for  service.     I  have,  by  order,  now  delivered 


eighty-two  beds,  eighty-two  bolsters,  eighty-two  pair  of 
sheets,  sixty-two  pair  of  blankets,  and  twenty  pair  before, 
making  eighly-two,  and  twenty  iron  pots.  We  are  no\\ 
extremely  bad  off  for  supplies;  nothing  to  be  had.  I  shall 
do  my  best  about  candles  ;  tmless  some  come  speedily 
from  you,  I  must  buy  some. 

Return  of  Provisions  in  the  King's  Stores  at  St.  Algus- 
TiNE,  Sei'tkmukr  i2 1 ,  1775; 
511  barrels  of  Hour ;  407  barrels  of  Pork  ;  8  tierces  of 
Beef;  4  tierces  of  Rice  ;  37  firkins  of  Butter  ;   Tjij  bushels 
of  Peas. 

Return  of  Provision  shipped  %iith  a  Uetaehment  of  the 
Fourteenth  Regiment  ordered  to  Viu(iiMA,  Sei'ti;mbi;r 
aj,  1775: 

59  barrels  of  Flour ;  3.3  barrels  of  Pork  ;   1 1    firkins  of 
Butter  ;   77  bushels  of  Peas. 

Alexandf.r  Skinner, 
Deputy  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions. 
1  imagined  Major  Furlong  would  have  taken  six  months' 
provisions,  but  he  has  taken  not  near  so  nuich. 


A  Talk  from  the  Honourable  William  Henrv  Drayton, 
Esq.,  one  of  the  beloved  Men  of  South-Carolina,  to 
the  beloved  Men,  Headmen,  and  JVarriours  of  the  Che- 
rokee Natio7i,  at  the  Congarees,  September  "io,  1775. 
Friends  and  Brother  Warriours : 

I  take  you  by  the  hand,  in  witness  of  the  peace  and  friend- 
ship which  has  so  long  subsisted  between  your  brothers,  the 
white  people  of  this  country,  and  you  and  your  people  ; 
and  1  hold  your  hand  fast,  in  testimony  that  your  brothers, 
the  white  people,  wish  that  our  peace  and  friendship  with 
you  and  your  people  may  continue. 

I  sent  a  talk  to  you,  in  your  nation,  to  desire  that  you 
woidd  come  to  see  me  at  the  Congarees,  in  order  that  we 
might  talk  together  face  to  face.  When  I  sent  to  you,  I 
thought  to  have  been  here  before  you  could  have  arrived  ; 
but  some  of  our  people  did  not  understand  the  things  about 
which  I  intend  to  speak  to  you,  and  to  explain  which  to 
them  I  came  into  the  country  ;  my  stay  among  those  peo)i!e 
was  therefore  longer  than  1  expected.  This  being  the  case, 
I  make  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  readily  excuse  my  ab- 
sence, which  I  assure  you  was  as  disagreeable  to  myself  as 
it  could  possibly  be  to  you. 

I  sent  to  )'ou  to  come  to  me,  that  I  might  explain  to  you 
the  causes  of  the  unbapjiy  quarrel  between  a  part  of  the 
people  in  Great  Britain,  and  your  brothers,  the  white  peo- 
ple living  in  America;  also,  that  I  might  tell  you  why  our 
people  have  put  on  their  shot-pouches,  and  hold  their  rilles 
in  their  hands. 

The  causes  of  this  unhappy  quarrel  are  very  plain,  as 
you  will  see  as  I  go  on  with  my  talk  ;  but  in  order  that  you 
may  see  them,  and  understand  them  clearly,  I  must  first 
talk  of  the  time  before  any  of  our  white  people  came  to 
this  Country,  and  what  was  then  done. 

Before  our  forefathers  left  England,  they  made  an  agree- 
ment with  the  Great  King,  that  when  they  came  to  Ame- 
rica, they,  and  their  children  after  tliem,  should  then  con- 
tinue to  have  and  enjoy  the  same  rights  and  privile_:,es  that 
the  people  of  England,  who  you  know  were  their  own 
brothers,  did  actually  enjoy;  and  to  this  agreement  the 
Great  King  put  his  hand  and  seal,  and  declared  that  all  the 
Great  Kings  after  him  should  be  bound  b)  the  agreement 
he  had  made. 

Now,  in  consequence  of  this  agreement,  your  brothers, 
the  white  people  in  America,  say  the  money  they  have  in 
tlieir  pockets  is  their  own,  and  the  Great  King  has  no 
right  whatsoever  to  send  or  to  order  any  officers  to  take  this 
money,  or  any  part  of  it,  out  of  our  pockets,  or  to  make 
ail)-  laws  to  bind  us,  but  by  our  own  consent,  given  by  our 
wi-e  men,  whom  we  ourselves  elect  and  appoint  to  make 
laws  for  us.  And  we  say  so  for  this  plain  and  good  reason  ; 
because  the  Great  King  has  no  right  to  send  any  officers  to 
take  any  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  our  brothers;  the 
people  of  England,  or  to  bind  them  by  any  laws  but  by 
their  own  consent,  given  by  their  wise  men,  whom  they 
themselves  elect  and  appoint  to  make  laws  for  them  ;  for 
as  this  is  the  right  and  privilege  of  our  brothers  in  EngJand. 
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so  this  agreement  declares  we  have  the  same  right  and  pri- 
vilege. 

But,  notwithstanding  these  tilings,  the  men  ahout  the 
Great  Kin"  have  persuaded  him  that  lie  and  the  men  in 
Entrlnnd,  vvhoni  we  never  elected  and  appointe<i  to  make 
lau^  for  us,  have  a  right  to  take  our  money  out  of  our  pock- 
ets without  our  consent,  and  to  make  laws  to  drag  us  away 
from  our  own  Country,  across  the  great  water,  and  all  this 
without  asking  us  any  thing  ahout  the  matter,  and  violently 
against  our  consent  and  good-liking.  And  unjust  and  wicked 
as  all  this  is,  yet  this  is  not  the  worst  part  of  their  usage  to  us. 
They  have,  by  other  laws,  broken  our  agreement  in  what- 
ever particular  part  they  pleased  ;  and  these  men  about  the 
Great  King  have  so  teased  and  persuaded  him.  that  the 
Great  King  and  the  men  in  England,  whom,  as  1  told  you 
before,  we  never  a|ipoinied  to  make  laws  for  us,  have  made 
one  law  which  says  the  Great  King  and  those  men  have  a 
right  to  bind  u^,  by  laws  of  their  making,  in  all  cases  what- 
soever; which  is  as  much  as  to  say  they  have  a  right  to 
treat  us, and  every  thing  belonging  to  us,  just  as  they  please; 
and  this,  you  know,  is  as  much  as  to  say  they  have  a  right 
to  take  all  our  money,  all  our  lands,  all  our  cattle  and  horses, 
and  such  things  ;  and  not  only  all  such  things,  but  our  wives 
and  children,  in  order  to  make  servants  of  them  ;  and,  be- 
sides all  these  things,  to  put  us  in  strong  houses,*  and  to  put 
us  to  death  whenever  they  please. 
Friends  and  Brother  Warriours  : 

Is  it  not  now  as  plain  as  the  siglit  at  the  end  of  your 
rifles,  that  these  laws  and  proceedinns  are  like  so  many 
hatchets  chopping  our  agreement  to  pieces  :  Are  not  these 
unjust  things  enough  to  make  us  jiut  on  our  shot-pouches? 
and  especially  when  we  find  that  our  brothers  over  the  great 
water  will  not  only  not  hearken  to  the  many  good  talks 
which  we  have  sent  them  about  these  matters,  but  have 
really  sent  over  people  to  take  the  hatchet  up  against  us. 

Oil,  my  brother  warriours,  it  is  a  lamentable  thing  that 
our  brothers  beyond  the  great  water  should  use  us  in  this 
cruel  manner.  If  they  use  us,  their  own  flesh  and  blood, 
in  this  unjust  way,  what  must  you  expect ;  you  who  are  red 
people  ;  you  whom  they  never  saw  ;  you  wlioni  they  know 
only  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear;  you  who  have  fine  lands? 
You  see,  by  their  treatment  to  us,  that  agreements,  even 
under  hand  and  seal,  go  as  nothing  with  them.  Think  of 
these  things,  my  friends,  and  reflect  upon  them  day  and 
niglit. 

'Having  told  yon  that  the  men  ahdut  the  Greal  King  per- 
suaded him  that  he  and  the  men  in  England  have  a  right 
to  take  our  money  out  of  our  pockets,  without  our  consent, 
I  must  now  tell  you  the  contrivances  tliey  have  fallen  upon 
to  take  this  money,  whether  we  will  or  not.  In  order  to 
lake  this  money  from  us,  they  have  ordered  that  we  must 
pay  a  duty  upon  this  and  that  thing,  that  we  are  ac- 
customed to  purchase  ;  which  is  as  much  as  to  say  that 
upon  those  things  we  purchase,  we  must  pay  to  the  Great 
King,  against  our  consent,  a  sum  of  money  above  the  real 
value  of  those  things.  And,  in  particular,  they  ordered 
that  if  we  drink  tea,  we  must  pay  so  much  money  to  the 
Great  King.  I  must  tell  you  this  tea  is  somewhat  like  your 
black  drink.  But  as  we  know  that  this  order  is  contrary 
to  our  agreement,  and  also  as  we  know  the  evil  conse- 
fjuences  of  our  paying  this  money,  so  your  brothers,  the 
white  people  in  America,  have  resolved  that  they  will  not 
pay  it;  and  therefore  the  men  about  the  Great  King  have 
])ersuaded  him  to  send  soldiers  to  Boston;  and  we  are  told 
some  are  coming  here  to  force  the  people  here  to  give  their 
money  without  iheir  consent,  and  thereby  to  give  up  their 
rights  and  privileges,  which  are  mentioned  in  the  agree- 
ment. 

Some  foolish  jieople  say  it  is  better  to  pav  this  money 
for  the  tea,  than  to  go  to  war  ahout  it.  But  1  tell  you  it  is 
not  ahout  this  money  alone  that  we  quarrel,  for  the  money 
itself  we  do  not  regard  as  two  corn-stalks,  but  we  are  afraid 
bad  consequences  will  follow  if  we  pay  the  money,  as  I  will 
show  you  directlv. 

We  find  that  the  men  mEvglaud  talk  among  themselves, 
that  they  intend  to  make  us  in  America  pay  to  them  a  great 
sum  of  money  every  year.  The  way  they  intend  to  raise 
this  money  is,  as  I  have  told  you  already,  by  making  us 
pay  a  duty  upon  this  and  that  thing  that  we  are  accustomed 
to  purchase.      Now,  this  rliny  upon  tea  brings  in  but  a  very 

*  Auiong  Indians,  strong  liousos  moan  prisons, 


small  part  of  that  great  sum  of  money  they  want  to  make 
us  pay  to  them  ;  and,  therefore,  we  refuse  to  pay  this  money 
for  the  tea,  lest,  if  we  paid  it,  they  would  be  encouraged 
to  go  on,  time  after  time,  to  lay  duties  upon  a  great  many 
other  things  which  we  are  accustomed  to  purchase,  in  order 
that  they  may  at  last  get  from  us  that  great  sum  of  money 
which  they  want,  and  which,  perhaps,  is  all  we  have.  By 
which  means,  as  your  brothers,  the  white  people,  will  be 
obliged  to  give  more  money  than  usual  for  those  blankets, 
strouds,  checks,  linens,  guns,  powder,  paint,  and  rum,  with 
which  you  are  supplied,  so,  if  money  is  thus  taken  out  of 
our  pockets,  without  our  consent  and  against  our  agree- 
ment, it  is  plain  and  certain  that  you  and  your  people  must 
pay  two  and  three  deer  skins  for  those  goods  which  you 
used  to  purchase  of  the  traders  for  one  deer  skin.  And  thus 
you  see  that  we  do  not  quarrel  only  upon  our  own  account, 
but  that  we  have  put  on  our  shot-pouches  not  onl)  to  pre- 
serve our  money,  but  also  to  preserve  your  deer  skins. 
Ericnds  and  Brother  H'urriours  : 

1  have  now  told  you  the  causes  of  our  unhappy  quarrel 
with  the  men  over  the  great  water.  I  hope  your  eyes  aie 
now  opened,  and  that  you  see  plainly  that  your  interest  is 
as  much  concerned  in  this  quarrel  as  our  interest;  and  that 
you  also  see  that  we  have  put  on  our  shot-pouches,  and 
have  taken  up  our  rifles,  only  to  defend  our  rights  and 
privileges  according  to  the  agreement,  and,  by  so  doing, 
to  defend  your  deer  skins  against  those  who  wish  to  rob 
you  of  them.  Therefore,  as  your  people  and  our  peojile 
were  born  upon  and  live  in  the  same  land  ;  as  we  are  old 
acquaintances,  and  have  thereby  contracted  a  regard  for 
each  other ;  as  our  interest  in  this  quarrel  is  the  same,  for 
the  men  over  the  great  water  cannot  take  our  money,  against 
our  consent,  without  taking  your  deer  skins  also ;  as  you 
see  that  no  agreement  is  ke|)t  with  us,  so  you  cannot 
exjiect  to  he  better  treated  by  men  who  want  all  that  you 
and  ourselves  have.  I  say,  as  all  these  things  show  you, 
that  if  we  are  hurt,  you  must  be  hurt  also;  if  we  lose,  you 
must  lose  also;  so  1  tell  you,  in  time,  that  you  and  our- 
selves ought  to  join  together,  in  order  to  save  all  of  us  from 
being  hurt,  or  from  losing,  or  from  falling.  Let  us,  there- 
fore, exert  ourselves — you  at  your  end  of  the  chain  of  peace, 
and  we  at  our  end — in  order  that  we  may  keep  this  chain 
bright  and  shining.  So  shall  we  act  to  each  other  like 
brothers ;  so  shall  we  be  able  to  support  and  assist  each 
other  against  our  common  enemies;  so  shall  we  be  able  to 
stand  together,  in  perfect  safety,  against  those  evil  men 
who  in  the  end  mean  to  ruin  you,  as  well  as  ourselve-,  who 
are  their  own  flesh  and  blood. 

1  am  informed  that  you  have  been  told  that  your  brothers, 
the  white  people  in  Charhstown,  used  you  ill  when  they 
seized  some  ammunition  which  your  traders  intended  to 
have  sent  )ou.  It  is  true,  my  friends,  that  we  did  seize 
this  ammunition  ;  and  I  tell  you  that  your  brothers,  the 
white  people,  seized  it  with  great  concern,  because  they 
knew  their  seizing  it  would  in  some  degree  distress  you. 
But  I  tell  you,  also,  the  men  about  the  Great  King  are  the 
only  persons  to  be  blamed  in  this  affair;  for,  as  we  found 
that  these  men  persuaded  the  Great  King  to  send  soldiers 
against  us,  and  to  stop  all  kinds  of  anmiunition  from  coming 
to  us  as  usual,  in  order  that  we  should  not  be  able  to  defend 
ourselves,  so  these  men  about  the  Great  King,  by  this  pro- 
ceeding, comjjelled  us  to  seize  such  ammunition,  I'or  our 
defence,  as  came  among  us  by  accident ;  and  accordingly 
we  greedily  seized  the  ammunition  that  was  intended  lor 
your  hunting,  in  order  to  have  in  our  hands  the  means  of 
defending  our  lives,  our  money,  and  your  deer  skins,  as  I 
told  you  before,  against  our  oppressors.  And  this  behaviour 
of  ours  was  so  natural  and  just,  that  we  knew  that  when  we 
came  to  talk  to  you  on  the  matter,  you  would  think  we  did 
nothing  but  what  was  jnsi,  and  what  you  would  have  done 
had  you  been  in  our  situation.  However,  the  ammunition 
that  was  seized  was  intended  to  be  soldtovou;  hut,  to 
show'  you  that  we  regard  you  as  brothers,  we  intend  to 
make  you  a  present  of  some.  We  wish  we  were  able  to 
give  you  as  much  as  your  occasions  recjuire  ;  but  as  the 
Great  King  has  so  ordered  it  that  we  cannot  get  much  for 
ourselves,  and  as  we  expect  to  finht  our  enemies,  therefore 
we  cannot  afford  to  give  you  much  of  what  we  have.  I 
know  your  good  sense  will  inform  you  that  this  is  perfectly 
reasonable,  and  that  we  ought  not  to  give  away  so  much 
ammunition  as  would  leave  us,  and  you  also,  exposed  to 
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enemies,  who,  as  I  told  you  before,  cannot  Imrt  us  witliout 
Lulling  you  also. 

It  is  a  concern  to  us  when  we  reflect  that  the  present 
quarrel  occasions  a  scarcity  of  goods  in  your  nation.  Jiut 
goods  are  scarce  with  us  also,  and  we  submit  to  this  incon- 
venience cheerfully,  rather  than  purchase  those  goods, 
which,  if  we  did  purchase,  would  strengthen  the  hands  of 
our  oppressors  against  us.  We  hope  our  example  will  en- 
courage you  to  suffer  this  scarcity  as  patiently  as  we  do. 
When  the  publick  peace  shall  be  restored,  by  our  lights 
and  privileges  being  restored  to  us;  and  when  we  can  imr- 
chase  goods,  without  any  risk  of  jiaying  for  them  more  than 
they  are  uortli,  by  paying  duties  upon  them,  contrary  to  our 
consent,  contrary  to  our  agreement,  and  contrary  to  our  and 
to  your  interest,  then  will  you,  and  your  children  al'ieryou, 
be  plentifully  supplied  again  as  usual.  In  the  mean  time, 
we  advise  you  to  be  patient.  And  to  show  you  that  we 
look  upon  you  as  brothers,  and  that  we  will  give  you  all  the 
friendly  aid,  assistance,  and  supplies,  in  our  power,  I  say,  as 
a  token  of  this,  I  take  the  coat  off  my  own  back,  and  I 
give  it  to  you.  For  my  part,  in  this  unhappy  lime,  1  uill 
be  content  to  wear  an  osnaburgb  split-shirt. 

I  hear  that  one  of  your  people  has  lately  been  killed, 
and  that  two  others  were  at  the  same  time  wounded,  by 
some  of  the  white  people  on  the  ceded  lands  in  Georgia. 
1  feel  great  grief  at  this  news.  Mr.  Il'ilkinsoit  is  just  come 
from  Esseneca,  and  has  brought  me  a  talk  from  the  war- 
riours  and  headmen,  who  were,  nine  days  ago,  assembled 
at  that  Town,  in  council,  upon  the  occasion  of  this  bad 
news.  In  this  talk  the  warriour  Liawiuy  says,  he  and  the 
oilier  warriours  remember  that,  in  the  last  treaty  of  peace, 
it  was  agreed  that  if  any  white  man  should  be  killed  by 
their  peo[)le,  the  perpetrators  of  the  murder  should  be  put 
to  death  ;  and  that  the  same  satisfaction  should  be  given  by 
the  white  people,  in  case  one  of  your  people  should  be 
murdered  by  ours.  Suwncy  also  says  that  the  warriours 
and  beloved  men  will  wait  to  see  if  this  will  be  complied 
with  or  not;  and  in  the  mean  time  they  will  not  think  of 
resentment,  or  of  saying  any  thing  to  lessen  our  friendship. 
The  warriour  Chcncslo  also  sends  a  good  talk,  and  says  he 
does  not  desire  to  break  the  line  of  friendship  which  the 
beloved  men,  who  are  dead  and  gone,  drew  between  us. 
These  talks  sound  well  in  my  ears;  and,  in  return  to  these 
good  talks,  I  tell  you  that  this  matter  shall,  with  all  possible 
speed,  be  inquired  into;  and  if  the  white  people  have  done 
wrong,  and,  without  provocation,  have  killed  your  country- 
man, you  may  be  assured  that  those  white  people,  who 
were  concerned  in  such  a  wicked  and  black  affair,  shall  be 
punished,  and  thereby  your  people  will  have  satisfaction 
according  to  the  treaty.  I  desire  you  will  tell  the  relations 
of  the  jioor  man  who  has  been  killed,  how  much  I  am  con- 
cerned at  their  loss.  I  am  told  that  he  has  left  a  widow 
and  children.  I  give  these  presents,  and  I  desire  you  will 
carry  them  to  the  unfortunate  widow,  in  order  to  show  her  that 
all  the  white  people  in  this  country  pity  her  misfortune. 
Friends  and  Brother  fVnrriours  : 

This  talk  1  give  to  you  as  a  talk  of  peace  and  friendslji|i ; 
as  a  talk  to  open  your  eyes ;  and  as  a  good  talk,  from  all 
the  beloved  men  and  white  people  of  this  country,  to  you  and 
your  beloved  men,  and  all  the  red  men  of  your  nation.  I 
give  you  this  talk  as  so  much  oil,  to  keep  the  chain  of  peace 
and  friendsliip  between  us  bright  and  shininr;,  like  the  sun. 
And  as  in  the  corn-planting  season  the  sun  warms  the  earth, 
and  makes  the  corn  to  sprout  and  to  grow  for  the  good  of 
the  people,  so  I  hope  this  talk  will  warm  your  hearts,  and 
make  thoughts  of  friendship  and  good-will  sprout  and  grow 
in  you  and  your  people,  (or  the  mutual  good  of  our  people 
and  of  your  nation. 

A  List  of  the  names  and  number  of  Towns  ;  also,  the  num- 
ber of  Men  ill  the  CuF.RoKKE  Nation,  as  furnished  Wil- 
liam Hk.nky  Drayton,  m  lllo,  by  Riluahd  Peaius  : 

LOWER  TOWNS. 


iMlDDLK    SETTL[;.MENTS    AND    VALLEYS. 


Estatoc, 

qualaehe, 

Socauny, 

Esseneca, 

Cheou-r.e, 


M. 


40 

Toraxvay, 

51 

30 

Snr^ar  Town, 

. 

29 

26 

Tugelou;       . 

30 

80 

Little  (/hota. 

. 

41 

29 

Little  IJighwassy, 

12 

Cewecutrie,    - 

10 

Chaneusay,    - 

50 

Chtowee, 

15 

Cutoloj/e, 

12 

Fork  of  River, 

12 

K'ewone, 

.30 

Cowee, 

100 

JSottelly, 

25 

Joree,    - 

50 

Little  Tellico, 

12 

ll'ottoi^o. 

40 

Nocwee, 

50 

Xucrs,/, 

60 

Temotly,         -          . 

50 

.\<,eirrc, 

60 

Jiurmng  J  own, 

3U 

CheoWi'e, 

100 

Little  i'huta. 

do 

Cannonra,     - 

15 

Naciitche, 

30 

Econcwrighty, 

45 

Callugr^oy,    -          - 

10 

f)OS 

nvF.n-i 

HILLS. 

M.-n. 

.M.'ii. 

Chilkowec,     - 

120 

Tusk,^cr,       - 

12 

Setiaco, 

KiO 

Muuth  nflhc  Ilivtr 

40 

t 'hi, til, 

loo 

-\<n-hy  Creek, 

hhnut, 

200 

TrI/iro. 

30 

To,;,, 

10 

Jlighuassy, 

4(1 

Lower  Towns, 

356 

757 

.Middle  Srttlemenl' 

^  and  V; 

dleys,        i'OS 

Over-llills,      - 

- 

Total   Cherolee 

men,* 

202 1 

356 


SUSSEX  COUNTY   (viRGINIa)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commiltee  of  the  County  of  Sus- 
sex, at  the  Court-House,  the  '25th  day  of  Scpembcr,  1775, 
Michael  liloiv,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  being 
charged  with  expressions  inimical  to  the  common  cause  of 
America,  moved  that  he  might  leave  the  chair,  to  make 
his  defence  against  so  heavy  a  charge,  v/hich,  by  the  una- 
nimous consent  of  this  Commiltee,  he  did  ;  and  Doctor 
Thomas  Peete,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  this  Conunittee, 
was  placed  therein.  Whereupon,  the  said  Michael  Blow, 
Esq.,  ap|)eared,  and  with  great  candour  informed  this  Com- 
mittee, that  true  it  is,  that  in  private  conversations  with 
many  persons,  he  had  unguardedly,  but  with  no  design  or 
intention  to  prejudice  our  most  noble  and  just  stand  against 
the  designs  of  a  tyrannical,  wicked,  and  venal  Administra- 
tion and  Parliament,  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  some 
particulars  of  the  proceedings  of  the  late  Convention  held 
at  /iichmond,  ]iarticularly  in  regard  to  the  wages  of  the 
ofticers  of  the  intended  forces  to  be  raised,  and  the  resolu- 
tions that  took  ])lace  on  the  petition  of  certain  Britons  ;  but 
declared,  upon  his  honour,  that  he  had  no  inlention,  in  !ils 
said  conversations,  any  ways  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  was  extremely  sorry  to  find  it  had  been  so 
eunsirued.     Whereupon,  after  mature  deliberation, 

Jt  icas  unnnimonsly  Resolved,  That  this  Committee, 
from  a  retrospective  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  said  Mi- 
chael Bloiv,  Esquire,  and  the  zeal  he  hath  shown  in  the 
connnon  cause,  are  satisfied  that  the  said  Michael  Blow, 
Esq.,  in  his  said  conversations,  had  no  intentions  inimical 
to  the  good  of  the  common  cause,  and  therefore  do  recom- 
mend it  to  all  persons  to  consider  him  as  a  zealous  friend 
to  American  liberty  ;  and  tliat  this  resoluiion  be  published 
in  the  several  I'irginiu  (Ja7,(tif=. 

TiiMMAs  PfiETE,  Chairman. 


CHESTER   COUNTY    (PENNSYLVANIA)    COMMITTEi:. 

Ill  Coiiuiultei-.  Chfst.T  Co.inly,  ^npt.;,,,!,;  r  -Jo.  1T75. 

\Vhereas  some  persons,  evidently  inimical  to  the  liberty 
of  America,  have  industriously  propagated  a  report,  "That 
the  Military  Associators  of  this  County,  in  conjtmction  with 
the  Associators  in  general,  intend  to  overturn  the  Consti- 
tution, by  declai'ing  an  independency,  in  the  execution  of 
which  they  are  to  be  aided  by  this  Committee,  and  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  and  Assessors,  with  the  arms  now- 
making  for  this  County  ;"  and  as  such  report  could  not 

•111  the  above  list,  some  Towns  appear  to  bo  twice  or  thrice  men. 
tioui'il ;  but  as  it  was  copied  fioiii  tlie  original  document,  no  attempts 
li  ivc  hrcn  iiKide  to  refonnle  any  irregularilioe.     The  same  observatir.ii 

will  ai.plv  as  to  the  nnrnb^-rs  of   men.—l>ra,/tun. 
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originate  but  anioiv,'  ilie  worst  of  men,  for  tlie  worst  of 
purposes,  this  Committee  have  therefore  thought  proper  to 
declare,  and  they  do  iiereby  declare,  their  abhorrence  even 
of  an  idea  so  pernicious  in  its  nature,  as  they  ardently  wish 
for  nothing  more  than  a  liappy  and  speedy  reconciliation, 
on  constilutional  principles,  with  that  Slate  from  whom 
thev  derive  tlieir  origin. 

iiy  order  of  the  Committee: 

Antiionv  Wavne,  ChdiriiHin. 

This  Committee  do  recoiiiinend  it  to  the  inhaljitants  of 
each  Tou'nshi|)  within  this  County,  to  meet  at  their  usual 
place  or  places  for  holding  elections  in  the  same,  on  li'ed- 
nMcUtij,  the  11th  of  October  instant,  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  in  order  to  choose  one  or  more  Committee-Men, 
to  represent  ihem  in  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year;  and 
tlie  Committee  so  chosen  are  desired  to  meet  at  the  house 
of  Bav'id  Coivpland,  in  the  Borough  of  Cluster,  on  Mon- 
day, the  23d  of  said  month,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  1\1. 

Tlie  Committee  then  adjourned  until  Monduij,  the  2d  of 
October,  to  meet  in  the  Borough  o[  Chester,  at  nine  o'clock, 
A.  M.,at  which  time  and  place  the  members  cjf  this  Com- 
mittee are  desired  to  attend. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

FiiANtis  Johnston,  Secretary. 

New.York,  S:'i.tc;nib,jr  25,  1775. 
On  7'i(rsr/«y  evening,  \.\\e  Ainboy  s,{-igti  boat,  in  returning 
to  this  City  with  passengers,  was  brought  to  by  the  Asia 
man-of-war's  boat,  and  Captain  Tiley,  an  oflicer  belonging 
to  General  Wooster's  Regiment,  taken  out  and  carried  on 
board  the  man-of-war,  with  a  box  of  papers  in  his  custody  ; 
also,  three  guns,  which  were  on  board  the  stage  boat.  The 
pretence  for  this  is  said  to  be  the  detention  of  a  suspected 
person,  who  is  on  his  parole  of  honour  in  General  It'oos- 
tei-'s  camp.  This  person  having  been  observed  to  follow 
at  a  distance  a  load  of  powder,  on  its  way  to  the  camp  at 
Cambridge,  was  taken  into  custody  by  the  riHemen,  and 
carried  to  General  fVashiiigton,  who,  not  finding  any  evi- 
dence against  him,  sent  him  to  General  fVooster,  who,  at 
his  request,  j^ermitted  Captain  Tiley  to  go  for  him  to  Bor- 
dentoivn,  for  a  box  of  |)apers,  which  he  said  would  clear 
his  character,  and  prove  him  to  be  a  true  friend  to  the 
liberties  of  yi/Hfr/cn.  It  is  imagineil  that  on  his  intelli- 
gence Captain  Tiley  was  detained.  If  so,  it  will  be  but 
justice  to  retaliate  on  him  any  ill  usage  Captain  Tiley  may 
receive. 

COLONEL   McllOUGALL  TO  COLONEL  LASIILK. 

Now-Yoik,  Sq)tiTiih  1-  05,  1775. 

Sill :  Last  iS'i/^K/y/oy,  several  members  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  went  to  (Queen's  County,  in  order  to  obtain  arms, 
agreeable  to  the  enclosed  resolution,  without  force.  I  have 
since  been  well  informed  that  many  persons  in  that  Coun- 
ty are  in  arms,  to  oppose  the  execution  of  the  resolution. 
You  are  therefore,  with  your  Battalion,  to  proceed,  as  soon 
as  possible,  \.q. Jamaica,  with  two  or  three  days'  jirovisions; 
and  if  you  find  any  op|)osition  given  to  the  execution  of  the 
resolution,  by  force,  in  that  County,  you  are  to  rcijel  force 
to  force,  and  secure  those  in  arms,  and  apprehend  all  sucli 
as  you  shall  find,  upon  good  information,  have  been  leaders 
in  opposing  the  measures  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial 
Congresses.  But  you  are  to  avoid,  as  much  as  possible, 
the  elFusion  of  blood  ;  and  not  to  destroy  the  property  of 
any  man,  under  any  pretence  whatsoever ;  nor  to  otfer  the 
least  violence  to  such  as  shall  peaceably  submit  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Safety;  and  in  all  other 
respects  strictly  to  regard  the  said  resolution  as  the  rule  of 
your  conduct.     I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Al.F.XANDr.ll   -Ml Dot  CV ALL. 

To  Colonel  John  Lasher. 


'OMMISSIONKUS     AT    THK     lIKaTLANDS    TO    NLW-YOKK    COM- 
MITTKL    OK    SAFKTY. 
C.mstitiition  I'OTt,  Mcmhy,  Srptcnibor  25,  1775. 

Gentlkmkn:  We  received,  last  night,  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Berrien,  informing  us  that  the  plan  for  building  the  forti- 
fications, with  the  estimation  of  the  expenses,  was  trans- 
mitted  to  the   Continental    Conaress.      We   should   have 


esteemed  ourselves  happy,  had  we  been  consulted  on  this 
subject  before  it  had  been  sent  forward  ;  it  was  easy  for 
one  of  our  body  to  have  waited  upon  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  and  have  given  them  full  satisfaction  relative  to  tlie 
situation  of  the  ground,  which  it  is  not  possible  for  them 
to  know  by  the  plan.  We  conceive  that  an  operation  of 
this  kind  is  intended  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony,  and  for 
the  advantage  of  America  in  general.  If  we  are  right  in 
our  conjecture,  Mr.  Romans's  |)lan  is  not  sufficient :  it  will 
be  only  a  temporary  expedient,  to  prevent  vessels  going 
up  the  river;  and  should  the  fortification  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Min.isterial  Troops,  it  will  prove  the  ruin  of  the 
Province.  Therefore,  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  give 
you  any  calculation  relative  to  the  whole  expense,  as  it 
will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  extend  the  works;  and  the 
])lace,  we  are  convinced,  may  be  made  impregnable,  and 
the  expense  not  enormous.  It  api)ear=  to  us  that  it  would 
have  been  much  better  to  have  calculated  the  amount  of 
what  it  would  cost,  than  to  be  obliged  hereafter  to  apply 
a  second  time  to  the  Continental  Congress.  However,  we 
submit  our  ideas  to  your  judgment;  it  is  our  duty  to  be 
faithful  to  the  important  charge  committed  to  our  care. 
As  we  will  not  be  answerable  for  measures  we  cannot  con- 
duct, therefore  request  the  favour  of  yon,  gentlemen,  to 
inform  us  whether  we  are  under  Mr.  Jiomans's  direction, 
or  whether  he  is  obliged  to  consult  with  us  upon  the  mea- 
sures to  be  pursued.  You  cannot  blame  us  for  this  request, 
as  the  safety,  honour,  and  interest  of  our  Country,  and  its 
future  welfare,  de|)end  upon  this  important  post.  \Ve  think 
it  our  duty  to  give  you  a  hint,  which  seems  to  merit  your 
consideration,  viz  :  Governour  Tryon,  Mr.  IVilliam  Bayard, 
and  Major  Bayard,  have  been  up  in  our  neighbourhood. 
His  Excellency  did  not  say  any  thing,  but  both  the  Bay- 
ards examined  Captain  Palmer,  our  Ca])tain,  with  great 
scrutiny,  in  the  presence  of  his  Excellency,  about  the  for- 
tification, the  nature  of  the  ground,  the  state  it  was  in,  how 
many  guns  were  mounted,  and  how  many  men  we  had. 
This  happened  on  Saturday,  at  Havtrstraw.  We  shall 
keeji  a  look  out,  for  we  expect  them  near  to  us.  Will  it 
not  be  prudent  that  we  should  have  a  guard?  The  Min- 
ute-Men at  Neiv-iyindsor  want  powder  ;  they  are  ready  to 
come  to  our  assistance,  if  they  had  it.  We  ought  to  lia\e 
powder  and  shot  for  our  guns,  as  we  shall  mount  six  this 
week,  nine-pounders. 

U  e  are,  with  respect,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

servants,  c:  t> 

'  Samik.l  B  wakd, 

William  Bedlow, 

John  Hanson. 

GENERAL   SCHUYLEU  TO  PIIESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  October  5,  1775] 

Ticonderoga,  Scplciiiber  25,  1775. 

Siii :  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  address  you  in  a  long 
letter  of  the  19th,  which  1  hope  will  come  safe  to  hand. 

Last  evening  I  was  favoured  with  a  letter  from  General 
Montgomery,  (copy  of  which  1  enclose,)  on  the  contents  of 
which,  and  on  the  report  of  the  Indian  Deputies,  I  do 
myself  the  pleasure  to  congratulate  the  honourable  body 
in  H  hicli  you  preside. 

1  have  made  some  explanatory  notes  on  General  Mont- 
gomery's letter,  which  I  conceived  might  be  necessary  for 
you.  1  made  a  short  speech  to  the  Indian  Deputies,  gave 
them  a  present,  and  they  left  me  in  high  good  humour,  and 
with  a  very  good  opinion  of  our  Army. 

The  vexation  of  spirit  under  which  1  labour,  that  a  bar- 
barous complication  of  disorders  should  prevent  me  from 
reaping  those  laurels  for  which  1  have  so  unweariedly 
wrought  since  I  was  honoured  with  this  command  ;  the 
anxiety  I  have  suflered  since  my  arrival  here,  lest  the 
Army  should  starve,  occasioned  by  a  scandalous  want  of 
suliordination,  and  inattention  to  my  orders  in  some  of  the 
oliiccrs  that  1  lel't  to  conunand  at  the  dillerent  jiosls  ;  the 
vast  variety  of  disagreeable  and  vexatious  incidents  that 
almost  every  hour  arise  in  some  department  or  other,  not 
only  retard  my  cure,  but  have  put  me  considerably  back 
for  some  days  past.  If  Job  had  been  a  General  in  my 
situation,  his  memory  had  not  been  so  famous  for  patience  ; 
but  the  glorious  end  we  have  in  view,  and  wliich  I  have 
a  confidential  hope  will  be  attained,  will  atone  for  all. 

The  urgent  necessity  of  an  immediate  supply  of  gold  and 
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silver  strikes  me  so  forcibly,  that  Congress  will  pardon  me 
if  I  seem  importunate,  and  entreat  them  to  send  what  can 
be  got  at  P/iiladelphia  by  express,  as  none  is  to  be  had  at 
Albany. 

I  liave  discharged  or  ordered  to  be  discharged  every 
man  that  was  so  ill  as  to  be  rendered  unfit  for  farther  ser- 
vice during  this  campaign,  and  that  was  able  to  return  to 
the  place  of  his  abode;  those  that  were  not,  I  have  sent 
to  the  hospital ;  the  former  already  amount  to  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six,  as  per  enclosed  return. 

Should  we  render  ourselves  masters  of  Montreal,  I  beg 
leave  to  suggest  that  blankets  and  warm  clothing  for  tuch 
Troops  as  must  necessarily  remain  in  Canarin  will  be  easier 
and  much  cheaper  procured  there  than  in  any  of  the  other 
Colonies  ;  and  if  such  an  event  should  take  place  before  I 
can  be  honoured  with  the  commands  of  Congress,  I  shall 
take  the  liberty  to  order  ten  thousand  pounds  worth  to  be 
immediately  purchased,  as  no  loss  can  possibly  be  sustained 
by  the  publick,  even  should  it  not  be  wanted  ;  there  being, 
I  dare  say,  a  number  of  individuals  in  the  Colonies  that 
woul<l  readily  take  them. 

1  am.  Sir,  with  the  warmest  wishes  for  your  happiness, 
and  that  of  Congress,  your  most  obedient  and  most  hum- 
ble servant,  Philip  ScHUYLiiit. 
To  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

KETL'RN  OK  SICK.  DISCII AIUU'.D  BY  GENF.HAL  SCIICYLF.R. 
Ticonderog.i,  Scplcinboi'  25,  1775. 
A  Return  of  tlie  Soldiers  discliarged,  from  tlse  20th  day 
of  July  to  the  r^olh  da)'  of  September,  1775,  botli  days 
inclusive:  General  IFooster's  Regiment,  8-2;  Col.  Hiii- 
mans  Regiment,  250 ;  Colonel  IVatcrbury^s  Regiment, 
173;  Colonel  i^flwo/is's  Regiment,  58;  Colonel  £«s<o;!'s 
Regiment,  116;  Colonel  McDoiigaU's  Regiment,  19; 
Colonel  f  «rt  Schaick's  Regiment,  1 1  ;  Colonel  Clinton's 
Regiment,  1  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  JVarntr's  Regiment, 
16-^  total,  726.  _ 

Camp  near  St.  Joliii's,  Septeiiiber  13,  1775. 
Dear  Sir:  1  take  the  opportunity  of  Fulmore's  (o) 
return  with  ihe  Onciclas,  to  acquaint  you  of  our  arrival  here 
on  the  I7th,  in  the  evening.  Yesterday  morning  I  marched, 
with  five  hundred  men,  to  the  north  side  of  .S'^  John's, 
where  we  found  a  party  of  the  King's  Troo|)s,  wiih  lielil- 
pieces;  this  party  had  beaten  otf"  iMajor  Brown  (//)  a  few 
hours  before,  wlio  had  imprudently  thrown  himself  in  their 
way,  depending  on  our  more  eaily  arrival,  which,  through 
the  dilatoriness  of  our  young  Troops,  could  not  be  sooner 
effected. 

The  enemy,  after  an  ill  directed  fire  for  some  minutes, 
retired  with  precipitation  ;  and  lucky  for  them  they  did  ;  for 
had  we  known  their  situation,  which  the  thickness  of  the 
woods  prevented  our  finding  out  till  it  was  too  late,  there 
would  not  a  man  of  them  have  returned.  The  old  story 
of  treachery  spread  among  the  men,  as  soon  as  we  saw 
the  enemy  :  we  were  trepanned,  drawn  under  the  guns  of 
the  fort,  and  what  not.  The  woodsmen  (c)  were  not  so 
expert  at  forming  as  I  expected,  and  too  many  of  them 
hung  back.  Had  we  kept  silence  at  first,  before  we  were 
discovered,  we  should  have  got  a  field-piece  or  two.  1  have 
left  the  five  hundred  men  at  the  joining  (r/)  of  the  two 
roads  ;  this  day  I  have  sent  them  intrenching  tools.  Tilings 
seem  to  go  well  among  the  Canadians.  It  is  strongly  re- 
ported that  the  King's  stores  are  embarked  at  Montreal,  in 
order  to  be  removed.  I  have  sent  Colonel  Allen  to  Cham- 
hly,  in  order  to  raise  a  corps.  Send  me  money  as  Gist  as 
possible,  my  dear  General.  Guy  Johnson  and  Clans  have 
represented  us  as  beggarly  miscreants,  who  have  nothing 
to  give  away  to  the  Indians,  nor  to  pay  for  what  we  get. 
Fillmore  will  give  you  an  account  of  our  council.  I  have 
great  depeiulance  on  your  presence  at  Ticondcroga,  to 
administer  to  our  many  wants.     I  most  earnestly  liope  this 

!'i    F.,'"    .'.         r     '■'■    .-;ir. 'tor  who  attended  the  Deputies  of  the 


(/,,   ,M      - 

/;,  ,- 

1   •,  . 

m!      ul 

.  the 

14th,  with 

one  hundred  of  our 

men,   iinl    .i' 

I. I'll 

I'lT'  \--|i.'ll 

'  ''in: 

nlians,   toward? 

Cltambly.  to  keep  up 
at  St.  John's  as  soon 

the  spint-i  ot 

■  tlie  ( 

'■.ni.iiiiaiix 

.  and 

to  jo; 

in  the  Army 

as  it  sliould 

arrive 

1  tliere. 

fc)  Wood 

smen, 

I  suppo.' 

■■e  tlic 

Ne 

w-Hampshir 

e   people  and  Green 

Mouutuin  CO 

rps 

may  find  you  relieved   from  the  acuteness  of  your   pain  ; 
a  perfect  cure  in  so  short  a  time  can  hardly  be  expected. 

Relieve  me,  my  dear  Sir,  with  the  fullest  esteem  and 
respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Montgomery. 

P.  S.  On  the  17th,  at  night.  Major  Brown  intercepted 
eight  carls,  going  to  the  Port,  laden  with  rum  and  gun  car- 
riages for  the  vessels  ;  those  things  were  hid  in  the  woods, 
ami  were  not  recovered  by  the  enemy  on  Hrown's  discom- 
fiture. 

T,rnnd.'r.iga,  S,.|,tcml.er  21,  1775. 

The  Deputies  of  the  Six  Nations  sent  to  Canada  re- 
turned this  day,  and  made  the  following  report : 

That,  by  the  unskilfulness  of  the  pilot,  they  got  lost 
when  they  set  out  from  Islc-aut-Noix,  and  fell  in  with  St. 
John's,  from  whence  they  retired  undiscovered  ;  that  on 
the  second  day  they  got  to  within  eight  miles  oC  Caugh- 
nnwaga,  and  there  met  one  hundred  Indians,  of  different 
Nations,  going  to  St.  John's;  that,  in  a  conference  with 
these,  it  was  determined  that  they  should  return  to  Caugh- 
nawaga,  to  hear  what  the  Deputies  of  the  Six  Nations\ai\ 
to  say  ;  that  two  of  the  party  which  they  met  went  to 
those  Indians  that  were  with  Colonel  Johnson,  who,  upon 
this  intelligence,  quitted  Colonel  Johnson,  and  went  lo 
Cniighnawaga.  When  the  Indians  were  arrived  atCaiigh- 
nawaga.  they  met  an  emissary  of  Colonel  Johnson's  there, 
who,  finding  that  the  i)K/(V/rt./ would  not  fight  against  us, 
disguised  himself  and  retired  lo  Montreal.  Colonel  John- 
son, on  receiving  the  account,  sent  Colonel  Clans,  and 
Brandt,  (a  Mohawk.)  to  invite  them  to  come  to  him,  and 
CLaus  gave  a  string  of  wampum  to  one  of  the  Deputies. 
The  Caughnawagas  dissuaded  the  Deputies  from  going, 
lest  they  should  be  served  like  the  Stockbridgc  Indians, 
and  be  made  prisoners;  upon  which  they  returned  the 
string,  declaring  that  they  were  not  sent  to  Johnson,  but  to 
the  Canghnau-agas;  this  answer  pleases  the  latter;  that 
when  they  delivered  my  message,  to  invite  the  Caughna- 
7cagas  to  come  to  me  at  Isle-aur-Nioc  or  St.  John's,  the 
Mohawk,  (Brandt,)  that  aileiidcd  Clous,  exciaiined,  "  it  is 
over  with  Johnson:  all  the  Indians  will  (juit  him;"'  tiiat  the 
Caughnawagus  were  pleased  v\iih  the  message  from  the 
Si i  Nations,  and  with  my  invitation,  and  promised  to  com- 
ply with  it  ;  that  the  Deputies  slept  one  night  with  them  ; 
that  next  day  ihe  Ca ugh nawagas  retired  to  a  distant  house 
will)  them,  where  they  remained  one  night,  for  fear  of  an 
accident;  and  then  seven  of  their  principal  men  attended 
them  to  General  Muntgomery,  at  St.  Johyi's,  where  tliev 
declared  "  that  the  General  might  depend  u|)on  it,  that  they 
would  not  take  a  gun  in  hand  against  us,  and  pay  not  the 
least  attention  lu  Guy  Johnsun,  aitd  that  they  would  remai:i 


SUBSTANCF:  of  letters  from  AMERICA.  PUBLISiiED  i.v  TKi: 
LONDON   (iAZETTE. 

Whitehall,  NoVLinih-T-!,  1775. 

By  advices  lately  received  from  His  Majesty's  Province 
of  (-^ucbeck,  in  ^orlh-America,  it  appears  that,  in  ihe  be- 
ginning of  September,  the  Reliels,  who  had  surprised  the 
post  of  Ticondcroga,  and  had  befoie  made  incin-sions  into 
the  I-'rovince  of  (^uebeck,  again  invaded  that  counti'y  with 
a  body  of  two  lliousand  men,  and  proceeded  to  St.  John's, 
upon  Richelieu  River,  but  were  repulsed  and  driven  back 
to  the  hlc-aux-Noiv,  by  a  party  of  Indians,  who  were  as- 
semliled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  John's;  but  the 
Rebels  having  made  peace  with  the  Indians,  they  after- 
wards penetrated  farther  into  the  country;  and  not  being 
opposed  by  the  inhabitants,  were  scattered  about  in  ]iarties 
throughout  the  District  which  lies  between  Richelieu  River 
and  the  road  leading  from  St.  John's  to  La  Prairie. 

On  the  18th  of  September,  a  body  of  the  Rebels,  con- 
sisting of  about  two  hundred,  was  attacked  and  defeated  by 
a  detachment  from  the  fort  at  St.  John's,  of  half  that  num- 
ber, consisting  of  some  Troojis  and  Canadian  gentlemen, 
wdio  served  as  volunteers,  and  who  sutTered  very  Utile 
loss. 

Ill  the  night  of  the  25th  of  September,  a  party  of  the 
Rebels  having  crossed  over  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  from 
Lonsuril  to  Long-Point,  in  the  I-land  of  Montreal,  w'lli 
an.  iiiieniion  to  sui'prisy  and  [blunder  that  Town,  the  inhabi- 
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tants,  joined  bv  a  feu-  Troops,  and  commanded  by  Major 
Camphell,  sallied  out  and  met  ibem  about  tuo  mdes  liom 
the  Town;  when,  after  a  pietty  smart  enijagement,  the 
Rebels  were  defeated  and  fled,  with  the  loss  of  about  fifteen 
or  sixteen  killed,  and  between  thirty  and  forty  made 
prisoners;  amonj,'  the  latter  was  one  El/ian  Allen,  styling 
liiinself  Colonel,  and  who  commanded  the  party. 

In  this  action,  .Major  Garden,  heretofore  an  officer  of  the 
Royal  Amcricfin  Regiment,  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
died  soon  after.  Mr.  Alciamler  Patterson,  a  inercliant  of 
Montreal,  was  also  dangerously  wounded,  and  four  or  five 
soldiers  and  Canadians  were  killed  and  wounded. 

•  Early  in  the  fiiU  of  the  year,  the  little  Army  under  the  command 
of  the  Generals  Schuyler  and  Mnrit!!(im<-ry  w-r".'  ordered  to  advance 
into  Canada.  1  was  at  Tirnnifrrni'n  w'i.mi  lii'-^  ••rd.-r  avriv-l :  :n\A  IIm- 
Generals,  with  most  of  tlir  I  ir'!  I  i;!;,.      .■-::'   .'  ■       •■'  ,i'.i.'''-mi 

in  the  expedition ;  and  tli :  ;  ,  ii  i  imm    I    .    ; :i      i     i  :i  ■  n 

Congress,  yet  they  engay- II  ,  i  i  ii    I     i- il  .  : i   i  :■  ■    .: ili. 

cer,  the  same  as  though  I  had  a  ' •  i  ,       i:  "i 

might  require,  command  certain   lin       .        /  ■  ,       \  I  I 

considered  as  an  honourable  oifiT,  .1 II     'i  i        i  i    '     '     i  J         ni 

it,  and  advanced  witli   tlie  Arjiiyii    :        /  .     \  ,    ,■        n   ■ 

certain  in',  i   .i    i .  i    ,  ■  .■  •       i  ' .,     ,■.-..:,  .i:-''  '    ■■.•.■  "    i     i-  i  ■ 

Camidnn,.       .•,,■-,■:,.,..   -.  ;       '  ..<    '.    .      ..  i     ■'     '     ■      N'm.      ■•    ■■ 

only  am:       •      ,       /■..  ,     .       ,    ri..   i.it:,     '     •        ' 

or  reli'ii"'.  .         :                   ■  .■  '  •     .    i  ;i|i-'i  il  i:".;!  i.    n   ■■■■'  :    •               '■  -i- 

ness.  I   r.-i  ■:■  'I    .     !■•  I   ,      /   /.  ■•    .     \''.i,r  llii>  liii-f  i.ail  Ml    >  '     •:  •,  ■  ,    /,  i ,  -n 

General  .N     '  •    I       ;  .-,.  ami  :ur..u^^.y..  •        •    i  i    aia.l 

(l;V0hv,l     ,             I,     ••     •     ,     1/  .-,,,,    V,  in.il    1    ,1-^1-1     -III  I     ,:    I.I 

ofcinaiin;    :,■•,:.,,■  L.   ■             N:     ,/.•;:/    .         \  i.  'i.     I     ■•■.   i  ^ 

orderc  ■  1 .  ' I .  I    ■  I  ■   ■     i    ' ,  i  i  | •  ■         ' ■■  '  •       •  i r i v 

tliesani  ■  ■  ,     ,  ■  .i  ■. 

signs,  a,H,    :,,..,     ,     .  V      ..:.,■    ii|i,.,l,:l,M!.Ml-la      (\,,!,!i.,       T  II;    i.i;..,,. 

noitrr  I  1,1.1-1'    I  '. 
of  St.. I.         , 


inducr 

I    pa 

at  the 

pohtici 


Cana.ha  . 
morning  ui  i 
eighty  imai,  ii 
mined  to  go  ti 
miles  bi^fore  I 
the  rank  of  : 


en  closely  invested  ;  but  my  esteem  for  the 
in  of  hi[n  as  a  politician  and  brave  officer, 


Fa  ris 


nethii 


of 


died 


upon  wnicli 

private  room   witli   liini  ,r   ■       ,    i  ,:   .a    ■.  .        -  .  ,   i     ,    ■  I-  i     (  ..1 1 

Brown  proposed  that,  "I'na,,  :  ,:  |   ,■ li  i    t  an    -i  /,.,'.._.,.,,',     n-i  |ii..- 

cure  some  canoes,  so  as  to  cniNS  tiie  tin  i  r  SI.  Ijinnmrr  a  liltle  ncirtli 
of  Montreal,  he  would  cross  it  a  little  to  tlie  south  of  the  'I'own,  with 
near  two  hundred  men,  as  ho  had  boats  sufficient ;  and  that  we  would 
make  ours-  Ivrs  mastn.-  of  Mniitreal."  This  j.lan  was  readilv  approved 
by  me  an  i  i;,--,,    , a.  li;   aii-l  in  e"ii,..-,|nri,r.-  of  wliu-li"!    r.-turnrd 

toL^nL'.'.     .       I   I'    il  .1    fv     r,i ^    aii.l    a.Mi.l  al.,.1.1    llnrli    /■;„:.■/, ,vA 

Amerir,ii,     ■ '■  .  ■        ..  :  i  a   i   -   ,1  lln-  nv-r  in  i'la  m- lil   ul' lln    -J  llli, 

agreoal.l,  i-,i,,  1.  t  ,i  ■  ir,,>,^  I  ,,l,n.  .My  wliol.- I'H'v,  at  lh;s  tin..', 
consisted  of  al.oiil  oiu-  hnmlnd  and  ton  men,  near  eighty  of 
whom  were  Caiiadinn.f.     Wo  were  the  most  of  tlie  night  crossnig  the 

times,  to  carry  my  party  aeruss.    Soon  al'ter  (lay-ltreaU.  1  set  a  guard  be. 

make  a  defeiiee,   expeelini.'   (a.l.niel  /;,,.,/ „'.v   paiiv  ua^  l.inded  on  the 

other  side  nf  ihe 'fnwn.  he  liiv lie'  .1  ,v  l.'.nrv'.  aefeed  logivctlirec 

huzzas  uitl,  lii.s  men  ,  aiK  inili  ■ nine.'v.  l,iel,  >;m|,  ,|  I  HMslo  return, 

that  we  niielil.  ,a,eli  ki,,,«  il,.,i  I.miI,  paiiie..  ui  re  lan.led  ;  l,„t  the  sun, 
l.y  this  tune,  |„.,iig  iie.ir  two  Innu.s  l,ie|,,  ami  l.he  sie,,  fnliiig,  I  began 
to  conclude  niyscdf  to  ho  in  a  premuinre,  anil  would  have  crossed  the 
river  back  again,  but  I  knew  the  enemy  would  have  discovered  such 
.an  alteinjit;  and,  as  there  could  not  more  than  one-lbird  part  of  my 
Troops  cross  at  one  time,  the  other  two-tiiirds  would  of  comse  fall  into 
their  hands.  Thin  I  eo.dd  not  reconcile  to  my  own  fadings  as  a  man, 
mucli  less  as  an  oflicer:  I  theretbro  concluded  to  inaintain  the  ground, 
if  possiido,  and  all  In  fire  alike.      In  emis.apiene  i  .d'  tliis  n-solulion,    I 

despatched  two  n. |^.l  nun  r...  „ne  1.,  i..:  l'r,„r...  I..  C.l -1  ISr<„r„,  a,.,l 

theotherto  /,M,v..„„,,|,/,e„.  a   In,,,/,   :..|i  lenieni.   i„    \ir.  Il"«//.,a-.  wlio 


Philadelphia,  October  20,  1775. 
By  accounts  from  Canada,  we  learn  that,  on  the  'i.otli 
of  .S'/p^emi'.ier  last.  Colonel  Ethan  Allen,*  [)rompted  by  am- 
bition, had  imprudently,  without  orders,  crossed  over  from 
Lon'reuil,  with  thirty  of  his  own  men  and  fifty  Canadians, 
in  order  to  get  possession  of  Montreal.  Colonel  Prescott, 
bearing  of  liis  coming,  engaged  a  number  of  people  from 
the  suburbs,  at  half  a  joe  per  man,  to  join  a  jiarty  of  Regu- 
lars from  the  garrison,  and  to  go  out  against  bim.  They 
met  about  two  miles  from  the  Town,  when  a  smart  engage- 
ment ensued,  which  lasted  ujuvards  of  two  hours.  The 
enemy   had  two  field-pieces.     After  a  long  engagement, 

chance  to  flee,  as  Mantreal  was  situated  on  an  island,  and  the  River 
St.  haiorence  cut  off  my  communication  to  General  Montgomery's 
cainp.  I  encouraged  my  soldiery  to  bravely  defend  themselves,  that 
we  should  soon  have  help,  and  that  we  should  be  able  to  keep  the 
ground,  if  no  more.  This,  and  much  more,  I  affirmed  with  the  greatest 
seeming  assurance,  and  which  m  reality  I  tliought  to  be  in  some  degree 
probable. 

The  enemy  consisted  of  not  more  than  forty  regular  Troops,  together 
with  a  mixed  multitude,  chiefly  Canadians,  with  a  number  of  English 
who  lived  in  the  Town,  and  some  Indians;  in  all,  to  tlie  number  of 
n-a-  fve  hnuilred. 

I   I  I  V.  ill  notice  that  most  of  my  party  were  Canorfians;  indeed 

,1  I.  la  V  parcel  of  soldiery  which  composed  both  parties.  How- 
I  I.  -  I ,  iiM  r  leniv  began  the  attack  frian  wood. piles,  ditches,  buildings, 
and  sucii  like  places,  at  a  e.ai>,.!'  i  j'll.  .li-taiice,  and  1  returned  the  fire 
from  a  situation  more  than  .'  .  i:.  .  I .  ii.igeous.  The  attack  began 
between  two  and  three  (>'•  :  inriioon,  just  before  which  I 

oi'dered  a  volunteer,  by  tin  n  n  i  .  i  /in  V/m/  Young,  with  a  detachment 
of  nine  men  as  a  fiank  guard,  wliieli,  under  the  cover  of  the  bank  of  the 
river,  could  not  only  annoy  the  enemy,  but  at  the  same  time  serve  as 
a  flank  guard  to  the  left  of  the  main  body. 

The  fire  continued  for  some  time  on  both  sides ;  and  I  was  confident 
that  such  a  remote  method  of  attack  could  not  carry  the  ground,  pro- 
vided it  should  be  continued  till  night.  But  near  half  the  body  of  the 
enemy  began  to  flank  round  to  my  right ;  upon  which  I  ordered  a 
volunteer,  by  the  name  of  John  Dugan,  who  had  lived  many  years  in 
Cnnadii,  and  understood  the  French  language,  to  detach  about  fifty  of 
the  Ciniadian.i,  and  post  himself  at  an  .advantageous  ditch,  which  was 
on  my  right,  to  prevent  my  being  surrounded.  He  advanced  with  the 
detacbnieut,  but,  instead  of  occupying  the  post,  made  his  escape,  as 
did  likewise  Mr.  Young  upon  tlie  left,  with  their  detachments.  1  soon 
perceived  that  the  enemy  was  in  possession  of  the  ground  which  Du. 
gun  should  have  occupied.  At  this  time  1  had  but  about  forty-five  men 
with  me,  vMHte  of  whom  were  wounded  ;  the  enemy  kept  closing  round 
na     '"  1  >,,    .  It  in  my  power  to  prevent  it;  by  which  means  my  situa- 

lee  ,    i;  ivas  advantageous  in  the  first  part  of  the  attack,  ceased  to 

I"    >,,  in  I  I,    ii.^t;  and,  being  almost  entirely  surrounded  with  such  vast 

my,  who  were  of  the  con:,'  /  ,  emild  run  as  fast  as 

my  men,  though  the  Ri'en  ,i    ,:    .,     \  ,..,    I  i.  iroated  near  a  mile, 

and  some  of  the  eiieiny,  \|,      :  i  uikmg  me,  and  others 

crowded  hard  in  1 1,1    re       i  I         >  a  very  short  time,  to 

try  the  world  of  I  :,  ,     ii, it  no  quarter  would 

be  given  to  me,  a  :,    li     i    | ,  ..     .  i  i  i    <  .     -    -11  my  life  as  dear  as 

I  could.     One  e:  ,,;    .: Ii    [,r  .-Miig  in  the  rear,  dis- 

cliareiilni  n,  .  .1  ,:.  uiiistled  near  me,  as  did  many  others 
tliatcla>  I  I  III!  Ill,  .ii,  and  missed  him,  as  running  had  put  us 
la. Ill  eel  I  ,  lie-  we  were  not  frighted:  I  then  saluted 
liiiii  vv,'  I  I  ill, inner,  and  lol.l  l.im  tluit.  iniMniicli 
as  I.I.  ni,  ■,•11,:  ,, ,1    le  iiune.    I   u, .,,!,;  .:„,    :,,;.,,,  :.,..,,. 
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the  final   can 

since  inforu 

led  Hi: 

at  .Mr.  Walk, 
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advance  towards  liim,  w  liieh  wa,-.  .I.nn   :  I  h 
half  a  minute  afl.  r.   a  .,.v  iL'.a   j.ii' 
almost  naked,  and   |i.iint,.l,  wjti.  i, 
the  other  side  oi  his  lie.nl,  .   mie  n.i,  :         i,,  : 
ness;  he  seemed  to  advain  i     ,        i      n 

ed  near  me,  his  hellish  VI- 
appear  innocent  in  coni|i  n  i-.m  ii  m  .  lu 
death,  murder,  and  the  uralu  i.i  lieMi.-  . 
emblems  of  his  countenance  ;  and,  in  les.s  i 
sented  his  firelock.  At  the  instant  of  liis  p 
to  whom  I  gave  my  sword  between  me  ai 
rounil  williereat  ihry,  Irvine  to  --inule  n 
killiniv  the  nlfie.-r;  hut"  hvl'liiH  lime    I  wa.,  in 


11  lid  seven  wounded.    I  ordered  them  to  ground 

..viL'.i.   I'll'   I  I    •'  :    -      iivd,"  being 


t  were 

imp  of  hell.    Then  1  made  the  oliie, 

-o  con. 

ty,  for  a  faw  seconds  of  time,  wiien 

lost    one   eye,    as    appeared  aft.  rwa 

of  the 

savages;  aiid   in  an  instant  an  /i-,: 

of  my 

a    fi.\ed    bayonet,   and  drove  awa\ 

.  been 

would    kill    them.     This  Iragick  V. 

d  him. 

capiug  from  so  awful  a   death   m.i  , 

itance, 

more  so.  as  my  compu'iors  on  the    li, 

of  my 

and   pohtencs/. 

The  regular  ollieers  .said  that  the 

on  and 

Allen.     1  answered   them,   that    I   b 

slu'l.  bul  was  nevorthelcBS  very  merry  uml  I'acetious,  and  no  abuse  \va& 
oli'-rcd  mc  till  I  came  lo  the  barrack-yard,   at  Montreal,  where  I  met 
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our  party  were  obliged  to  retire.     Colonel  AUcn  and  two  On  my  part,  I  iiave  to  assure  your  Honour,  that  when 

orthreeofhismenvvere  taken  prisoners,  and  about  as  many  I    had    the    command,   and   took   Captain  Delaplace  and 

were   wounded  ;    the   rest  returned  to  their   friends.     13y  Lieutenant  Felto)i,   with  the  -rarrison  of  Ticonderoga,  I 

the  best  accounts,  we  learn  that  a  considerable  number  of  treated  them  with  every  mark  of  friendship  and  generosity, 

the  enemy  were  killed  and  wounded.  the  evidence  of  which  is  notorious,  even  in  Canada.     1 

have  only  to  add,  that  I  expect  an  honourable  and  humane 

cor.ONEL  ETHAN  ALLEN  TO  GENERAL  PREscoTT.  treatment,  as  an  ofiicer  of  my  rank  and  merit  should  have; 

Soptetnber  2.j,  1773.  3"^  subscribe  myself  your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble 

HoNot  RABLE  S.R  :  In  the  wheel  of  transitory  events,  I  servant,                                                    Ethan  Allen. 

find  myself  prisoner,  and  in  irons  :   probably  your  Honour     To  General  Prescott.         

has  certain  reason^,  to  me  inconceivable,  though  I  challenge 

an  instance  of  this  sort  of  economy  of  the^me/icans,  during  committee  of  uociiester  to  the  council  of  massa- 

the  late  war,  towards  any  officers  of  the  Crown.  chi'setts. 

General  Prescoil,  vvlio  asked  me  my  name,  wliich  I  told  him.    Ho  then  Rochester,  September  Q5,  1775. 

asked  me  whether  I  was  that  Colonel  Allen  who  took  Ticomlcroga.  jy^^y  ,.j,  p,,p,vsE  yOUB  HoNOUHS  :    The  Town  beg  leave 

I  told  him  I  was  the  very  man.    Then  he  shook  his  cane  over  my  head,  ,         t       *-  n        ■           i  *        •                  •          t^        i    rr                i 

calUng  mlnVhard  names,  among  which  he  frequently  used  the  word  tO  make  the  followmg  objections  against  Enoch  Hammond 

rebel,  and  i)ut  himself  in  a  great  rage.    I  told  him  he  would  do  well  being  appointed  one  ol  tlic  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 

not  to  cane  me,  for  I  was  not  accustomed  to  it,  and  shook  my  fist  at  him,  Couuty  of  Flinnoutll : 

telling  him  that  was  the  beetle  of  mortality  for  him,  if  lie  offered  to  ^,  .-'     ,■         ,    ,         ii'         r     •         ,               „   ,|,„  m   „,„  „^  ^  „„ 

strike :  upon  which  Captain  McGlond,  of  the  Drituu,  pulled  him  by  the  Objection  1st.     He  refusing  to  serve  the  Town  as  one 

skirt,  and  whispered  to  him,  as  he  afterwards  told  me,  to  this  import:  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence. 

that  it  was  inconsistent  with  his  honour  to  strike  a  prisoner.   He  then  Objection  2d.       He  refusing  to  act  in  Town-Meeting  for 

ordered  a  Serjreant's  command,  with  fixed  bayonets,  to  come  forward  ^i          *^            r     l       .                        i      .                      i  i       '                  'A 

and  kill  thirteen  Canadian.,  which  were  included  i^  the  treaty  afore,  the  space  of  about  one  year  last  past,  and  having  received 

said.  a  Justice  of  the  Peace's   place  just  before  Hutchinson  s 

It  cut  me  to  the  heart  to  see  the  Canadians  in  so  hard  a  case,  in  departure 

Z2r::X^i^X^"^S  11:7;::^;::^=^:  Object^n  3d.   He  refusing  to  ^n  the  league  and  cove- 

death.     I  therefore  stepped  between  the  executioners  and  the  Cana.  nant  whlch  the  lllliabltants  ol  this  iown  Signed,  and  having 

dians,  opened  my  clothes,  and  told  General  Prescott  to  thrust  his  bayo-  used  his  influence  to  the  contrary. 

r^.i^i::^u^d:i;/i;;e^:nK:,u:^^^  ,   objection  4th.     S.\d  Hammond. m...edih^tAmenca, 

ral  to  me,  as  though  impatiently  waiting  his  dread  commands  to  sheath  from  Nova-Scotia  to  Itcst-t  lorida,  was  a  manless  mob. 

their  bayonets  in  my  heart;  I  could,  however,  plainly  discern  that  he  All  of  which    hath    given    "leat   umbrage  and  uneasiness 

^:^7l^X:tl^^:^^  noi' toT,  butttt  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Town.     Therefore  humbly  pray 

the  Canadians  by  a  finesse.     The  General  stood  a  minute,  when  he  your    Honours   not  to  appoint   Inm,  as  It  Will  be  very  disa- 

made  me  the  following  reply:  "  I  will  not  execute  you  now ;  but  you  (ri'eeable  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  Town,  and  have  unhappy 

'''"f  rfm^^berf  disdli2d"hi;  '^^r^i':^  a  place;  I  was,  not-  conserjuences  to  the  community       These  things  we  beg 

withstanding,  a  little  pleased  with  the  e.xprcssion,  as  it  significantly  leave  to  ofier  and   prove,  il  called  upon.     1<  urthermore, 

conveyed  to  me  the  idea  of  postponing  the  present  appearance  of  the  Town  huinblv  bet'  leave  to  recommend   Major  Ebcnc- 

doath;  besides   hi.s  sentence  was  by  no  means  final    as  to  gracing  a  jyf^-              j    jy,j       -jy       -j    ff-                ^      Justices    of    the 

halter,  although  I  had  anxiety  about  It  after  I  landed  in  EHnr/ani/,  as  *?"            ■          ■  ,  rr 

the  reader  will  find  in  the  course  of  this  history.     General  Prescott  1  eace  in  said    lown. 

then   ordered   one   of  his   officers  to  take   me    on    board   the  Gaspee  Qy  order  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  : 

schooner  of  war,  and  confine  me,  hands  and  feet  in  irons,  which  was  ,     . 

done  the  same  afternoon  I  was  taken.  JOHN  DoTY,  Chairman. 

The  action  continued  an  hour  and  three-quarters,  by  the  watch,  rn        i        n               i  i        i        n       ■  i            c    i       /^           -i     r    i 

and  I  know  not  to  this  day  how  many  of  my  men  wore  killed,  though  io    the    Honourable    the    riCSldcnt  ot    the   Council  ol    the 

I  am  certain  there  were  but  few.     If  X  remember  right,  seven  wero  Colony  of  the  Dlassachusctts-Bay. 
wounded;  one  of  them,  William  Stewart  by  name,  was  wounded  by  a 

savage  with  a  tomahawk,  after  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  disarmed,  but  ^.— ^ 
was  rescued  by  some  of  the  generous  enemy,  and  so  far  recovered  of  his 

wounds  that  he  afterwards  went  with  the  other  prisoners  to  £n^?anrf.  ADDRESS  OF  THF.  MAYOR,  ETC.,  OF  GREAT  YARMOUTH. 

Of  the  enemy  were  killed,  a  iMajor  Curiicn,  who  had  been  wounded  r    i       n  x               «ii                  r,                           j  r< 

i;i  eleven  different  battles,   and  an  eminent  merchant,  Patterson,  of  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,^Burgesses,  and  Com- 

Montreal,  and  some  others;  but  I  never  knew  their  whole  lo.ss,  as  their  niOnaltV  of  the  BoroU'dl  of  Great    Yarmouth,  in  Comnion 

accounts  were  difierent.    I  am  apprehon..ive  that  it  is  rare  that  so  Council  assembled,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Charles 

much  ammumlion  was  expended,  and  so  little  execution  done  by  it;  '    t        r    ,     ■     n                      ■          •      r>     r 

though  such  of  my  party  as  stood  the  ground  boliavcd  with  great  for.  Townslicnd,  Esq.,  onc  of  their  Representatives  in  Farha- 

titude,  much  exceeding  that  of  the  enemy,  but  wore  not  the  best  of  ment. 

marksmen,   and    I   am  apprehensive    were  all  killed  or  taken ;    the  y    ^;      ^-,  ,,      y^^.^  Erccllent  Majtstl/. 

wounded  were  all   put  into  the  hospital  at  Montreal,  and  those   that  ^                                                  J       J 

were  not  were  put  on  board  ofdiffercnt  vessels  in  the  river,  and  shackled  We,  your  Majesty's   most  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects,  the 

together  by  pairs    viz;  two  men  fastened  together  by  one  hand  ci  IT,  jyj              Aldermen,  BurgesseS,  and  Commonally  of  tlie  Bo- 

being  closely  fixed  to  one  wrist  ot  each  of  them,  and  treated  with  the  J,    '     ^,           -,,'               ,    ■     /-,                 /~.            f              1,1     1 

greatest  severity,  nay,  as  criminals.  rough  of  trreat  1  armouth,  in  Common  L/OunciJ  assembled, 

I  now  come  to  the  description  of  the  irons  wliich  were  put  on  me.  beg  leave,  at  this  important  juncture,  to  lay  at  your  Ma- 

The  handcuff  was  of  a  common   size  and  fonii,   but  my  log  irons    I  ■      ^    ,^    jggj    j|jy    strongest    aSSUranceS    of  OUr    faithful    and 

should  imagine,  would  weigh  thirty  pounds;  the  bar  was  eiglit  feet  •'      f                   ,                                ««    .         1              1                         1 

long,  and  very  substantial;  the  shackles,  which  encompassed  my  zealous  attachment  to  your  Majesty  s  royal  person,  and  10 

ancles,  were  very  tight.    I  was  told  by  the  officer  who  put  them  on,  the  supreme  Legislature  of  Great  Britain. 

that  it  was  the  King's  plate,  and  I  heard  other  of  their  officers  say  that  ^Ve  have  observed  the  tender  and  humane  reluctance 

It  would  weigh  torty  weight.    The  irons  were  so  close  upon  my  ancles,  .  ,        ,  •    ,                 »,    .                  ,     1       ti     i-             .1                 .        j 

that  I  could  not  lie  down  in  any  other  manner  than  on  my  back.    I  With  which  your  Majesty  and  the  Parliament  have  entered 

was  put  uito  the  lowest  and  most  wretched  part  of  the  vessel,  whe^e  I  upon  measures  of  coercion  against  your  Majesty's  disobe- 

got  the  favour  of  a  chest  to  sit  on ;  the  same  answered  for  my  bed  at  jjig^t  subjects  in  America,  and  at  the  same  time  we  Cannot 

night;  and  having  procured  some  little  blocks  ot  the  guard,  who  day  ,         ,          ■>             ■■•,,.             .                       ,1     ,  ,1       ^ 

and  night,  with  fixed  bayonets,  watched  over  me,  to  lie  under  each  end  but  have  remarked.  With  the  deepest  concern,  that  the  de- 

of  the  large  bar  of  my  leg  irons,  to  preserve  my  ancles  from  galling,  mands    of  those    deluded    men    have    risen  in  proportion  tO 

while  I  sat  on  the  chest,  or  lay  back  on  the  same,  though  most  of  the  j^g  unwillintmess  thev  have  Seen  in  the  Parent  State  to 

time,  night  and  diy,  I  sat  on  it;  but  at  length,  having  a  desire  to  lie  ,                         -"'                  "^              r  r            ,-11  „,  l„,„,I,   0^,,,^  ^C 

down  on  my  side,  which  t!ie  closeness  of  the  irons  forbid,  I  desired  the  have  recourse  to  measures  of  force,  till  at  length  some  ol 

Captain  to  loosen  them  for  that  purpose,  but  was  denied  the  favour,  your  Majesty's  Colonies  have  dared  to  enter  into  an  open 

The  Captain's  name  was  Royal,  who  did  not  seem  to  be  an  ill-natured  lebellion.      Their  Trooijs  have  taken  the  field,  money  has 

man,  but  oft,entimes  said  that  his  express  orders  were  to  treat  me  with  ,                .      ,                   1                j           n^ol    ^^~^.-,^h\,-  „r.,„  ^U 

such  severity,  which  was  disagreeable  to  his  own  feelings;  nor  did  he  been  raised  to  pay  them,  and  an  dlegal  asbemblj  now  Slt- 

cver  insult  me,  though  many  others  who  came  on  board  did.     One  of  ting  at  Philadelphia    has  UStirped,  and  is  executing  With  a 

the  officers,  by  the  name  o^ Bradley,  was  very  generous  to  me;  he  \^e^vY  hand,  those    powers  which   have  been  denied  to  the 

would  often  send  me  victuals  from  his  own  table;  nor  did  a  day  fail  t           1                 i-  y.       \,   r>    •, 

but  that  he  sent  me  a  good  drink  of  grog.                                  ^  Legxshlure  oi  Great  Britain. 

The  reader  is  now  invited  back  to  the  time  I  was  put  into  irons.     I  In    this   situation    of  affairs,  we   think  it  our   duty  to  ex- 

requested  the  privilege  to  write  to  General  Prescott,  which  was  grant-  p^ess  Our  abhorrence  of  the  rebellion  now  carrying  on  in 

ed.    I  reminded  him  of  the  kind  and  generous  manner  of  my  treatment  '^         ■              1               1          .       1          r  ...        r..„     „    ,1    r    . 

of  the  prisoners  I  took  at  Ticonderoga,  the  injustice  and  ungentleman.  America,  and  tO  make  a  tender   of  OUr    h\es    and    fortunes 

like  usage  which  I  had  met  with  from  him,  and  demanded  gentleman.  towards  the  suppression  of  it  ;   beseeching  yoUr  Majesty  tO 

like  usage,  but  received  no  answer  from  him.    I  soon  after  wrote  to  take  care  that  your  Empire  be  not  dismembered,  nor  the 

General  Carleton,  which  met  the  same  success.     In  the  mean  while,  ,1       •,         r    ,u'      R,,-,,-„i     T  o^lolo.,,,-^    ,.^^„-  „J 

many  of  those  who  were  permitted  to  see  me  wero  very  insuitin^r.-!  Supreme  authority  of  the  British   Legislature   impaired. 

Aiieii's  Narrative.                                                             °  Exert,  great  Sir,  your  whole  force,  should  it  be  necessary, 
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in  the  support  of  those  important  objects:  when  they  are 
secured,  we  i<now,  from  the  experience  we  have  had  of 
the  mildness  of  your  Majesty's  disposition,  that  you  will 
restore  peace  lo  your  niis'4uided  subjects  in  America,  with 
as  much  pleasure"  as  you  have  evidently  had  pain  in  enter- 
inij  upon  hostile  measures  against  them. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  at  our  Guildhall,  the  ^Gtli 
day  oi  September,  177-j. 

ADDKESS   OF  THE    COMMON    COINCII.    OF   THE    B0R0l'i;H   fIF 
TAUNTON. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Justice,  Aldermen,  Capital  and 
Inferiour  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  and  Town  of  Taun- 
ton, in  Common  Council  assembled,  presented  to  His  !\la- 
jesty  by  Colonel  Roberts,  the  Mayor. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eictllcnl  Majesty. 

SiKE  :  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  Mayor,  Justice,  Aldermen,  Capital  and  Inferiour 
Burgesses  of  the  Borough  and  Town  of  Taunton,  in  Com- 
mon Council  assembled,  truly  sensible  of  llie  many  bless- 
ings we  enjoy,  under  your  Majesty's  mild  and  auspicious 
Goveinment,  beg  leave  most  humbly  to  approach  the 
throne  with  our  unfeigned  thanks  for  the  happiness  which, 
next  undei  God,  we  owe  to  your  Majesty's  paternal  care 
and  tenderness,  and  which,  under  Divine  Providence,  have 
brought  this  Country  to  its  present  height  of  glory  and 
power. 

The  wisdom  of  }Our  Majesty's  Councils,  the  benevo- 
lence and  goodness  of  your  heart,  would  have  preserved  a 
continuance  of  those  blessings  to  the  whole  Empire,  if  un- 
fortunately there  did  not  exist,  here  as  well  as  in  America, 
men  who,  void  of  all  principle,  are  hardened  enough,  at 
the  expense  of  every  duty  they  owe  your  Majesty  and 
their  Country,  to  become  at  once  (under  the  mask  of  pa- 
triotism) disrespectful  to  your  sacred  person,  and  disturbers 
of  the  publick  peace.  Their  machinations  have  driven 
headlong  the  Americans  into  a  rebellion,  which  cowardice 
only  prevents  their  joining  iu. 

In  this  alarming  crisis  it  is  our  duty,  and  wo  do  most 
cheerfully  offer  your  Majest\  our  lives  and  jiropcrties  in 
support  of  your  person,  crown,  and  dignity;  and  we  rely 
on  your  Majesty,  that  the  indubitable  rights  of  this  King- 
dom will  be  inviolably  preserved, and  the  traitorous  attempts 
lo  subvert  its  legislative  authority  in  America  will  never 
be  submitted  to,  nor  a  successful  rebellion  be  suffered  to 
sully  the  glory  of  your  Majesty's  reign. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  this  twenty-second  day 
of  September,  177.5. 

John  Roi!i:irrs,  Mayor. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE     PRINXIPAf,     INHABITANTS     OF    THE    BO- 
ROUtiH     OF    TALNTON. 

Address;  of  (1,^  principal  Inhabitants  and  Manufacturers 
of  the  Borough  and  Town  of  Taunton,  in  the  County  of 
Somerset,  presented  to  His  Majesty  l)y  .lolin  Cabbeli,  M. 
D.,  one  of  the  Aldermen. 

To  Ike  King's  ])!ost  EiCcUent  Majestij. 
Tfu    hnnbl,    Address   of  the  principal  Inhabitants   and 
Manufacturers  of  the   Borough   and  Town  of  Taun- 
ton, in  the  County  of  Somer-et. 
j\[ost  Gracious  Sovereign: 

Truly  sensiiile  of  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy  under 
your  Majesty's  mild  and  auspicious  reigti,  permit  us  to 
approach  your  throne,  and  express  our  abhorrence  of  the 
deluded  spirit  whicii  prevails  in  your  Colonies  o(  America, 
where  most  ol  the  inhabitants  are  in  arms  and  ojjen  rebel- 
lion against  your  crown  and  the  laws  of  this  Realm. 

We  beg  leave  to  give  your  Majesty  the  most  solemn 
assurances,  that  we  shall  be  ready  on  all  occasions  to  sacri- 
fice whatsoever  is  dear  and  valuable  to  us,  to  enable  your 
Majesty  to  bring  your  rebellious  subjects  in  America  to  a 
just  sense  of  their  duty,  to  defend  your  royal  person  and 
illustrious  family,  and  support  our  Constitution,  both  in 
Church  and  State. 

petition  from  the  town  of  Taunton. 
Petition  from  the  Town  of  Taunton,  signed  by  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four  of  the  Inhabitants  and  principal  Manu- 


facturers, presented  to  His  Majesty,  at  St.  James's,  by  Mr. 
Fopham,  one  of  their  Representatives. 

To  the  King's  Most  Sacred  Majesty. 
May  it  phase  your  Majesty  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  inhabi- 
tants and  principal  manufacturers  of  the  Town  of  Taunton, 
in  the  County  of  Soinerset,  fully  sensible  of  the  blessini:? 
we  enjoy  under  your  .Majesty's  Government,  beg  lea\e  to 
appioach  your  Majesty  with  our  most  humble  address  and 
supplications. 

We  conceive  that  the  Act  of  Na\igation,  which  has  been 
recognised  by  our  fellow-subjicts  in  America,  secures  all 
the  wealth  of  the  Colonies  to  this  Country. 

We  are  apprehensive  that  your  Majesty's  just  |)reioga- 
tive  may  sutier  some  infringement  by  revenue  laws  being 
made  in  this  Kingdom  for  the  Colonies,  which  are  not 
represented  ;  because  we  conceive  that  your  Majesty  alone 
lias  the  right  of  asking  aids  horn  the  Colonies,  in  the  same 
constitutional  manner  that  your  Majesty  receives  supplies 
from  this  Kingdom  and  from  Ireland,  and  because  your 
Majesty's  sole  power  to  give  the  force  of  laws  to  tlie  acts 
of  the  Provinces  is  one  principal  bond  of  union  between 
them  and  the  whole  Empire. 

As  we  trust  that  your  Majesty  has  not  any  subjects  more 
firmly  attached  to  your  royal  person  and  this  Constitution 
than  ourselves,  or  more  ready  to  risk  their  lives  or  fortunes 
in  support  of  both,  so  we  think  it  consistent  with  our  duty 
to  say,  that  the  occasion  of  a  victory  on  either  side,  over 
any  part  of  your  Majesty's  subjects,  is  always  to  be  lament- 
ed, as  diminishing  the  number  of  your  people,  and  conse- 
quently detrimental  to  )our  Majesty's  dignity,  to  the  man- 
ufactories of  this  Town,  and  to  the  trade  antl  navigation  of 
this  Kingdom. 

And  as  we  conceive  that  a  happy  reconciliation  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  will  save  this  Nation  a 
great  effusion  of  blood  and  expense  of  treasure,  we  there- 
fore most  humbly  inijilore  your  IMajcsty's  gracious  consi- 
deration for  obtaining  these  valuable  purposes. 

And,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 


SUrPORTEKS    OF  THE   BILE    OF    RIGHTS. 

London  Tavern,  Scptonibcr  "20,  17'j. 

Stephen  Sayre,  Esq.,  in  the  chair. 

Resoleed,  unanimously,  That  it  be  recommended  to  those 
Members  of  this  Society  wiio  have  seats  in  Parliament  to 
use  their  utmost  endeavours  in  putting  a  stop  to  the  ruin- 
ous and  unnatural  war  against  our  fellow-subjects  in  Ame- 
rica. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  it  be  recommended  to 
those  .Mendiers  of  this  Society  who  have  seats  in  Parlia- 
ment to  endeavour  to  heal  the  unhappy  divisions  between 
this  Country  and  America,  and  to  establish  a  connection 
between  the  two  Countries  upon  the  glorious  jirinciples  of 
eijual  liberty. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  it  be  recommended  to 
those  Members  of  this  Society  who  have  seats  in  Parha- 
mcnt  to  oppose  the  imposition  of  any  additional  taxes  for 
carrying  on  the  war  against  America;  the  people  of  this 
Country  being  already  overburdened  with  taxes,  and  great- 
Iv  affected  by  the  suspension  of  their  most  valuable  com- 
merce with  our  much  injured  and  oijprcsscd  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  meeting  of  this  Society  be  on 
Tuesday,  the  -J  Ith  of  October  next. 


president  of  congress  to  general  WASHINGTON. 
Pliilaclclphia,  .September  26,  1775. 

Sir:  Upon  considering  your  letter  of  the  4th  August, 
the  following  points  ap|icared  so  exceedingly  important, 
that  I  am  directed  to  desire  you  will  consult  such  of  your 
oliicers  as  you  think  proper,  ujion  the  most  prudent  and 
effectual  methods  of  accomiilishing  them.  These  are,  the 
continuation  of  the  Army  now  under  your  command  in  the 
s{;rvice  of  the  Continent,  after  the  terms  of  the  enlistment 
shall  have  been  completed  ;  the  reducing  the  several  corps 
of  Provincials  which  at  present  compose  your  Army  into 
one  body  of  Continental  Forces ;  what  number  will  be 
necessary  for  the  winter  campaign  ;  what  rations  shall  be 
allowed   the  men  ;  and  what  farther  legulations  may  be 
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necessary  for  the  government  of  tho?e  Forces.  Upon  these 
heads  the  Congress  wish  to  be  favoured  with  tlie  result  of 
your  deliberations  as  soon  as  possible,  as  tiie  time  of  enlist- 
ment in  ConiifCticut  draws  to  a  conclusion. 

The  Congress  desire  you  will  take  the  proper  steps  to 
provide  your  Troops  with  necessary  cover  and  fuel  for  the 
winter,  as  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  service  of  the 
Army  will  be  wanted  during  that  whole  season,  at  least; 
and  that  you  lay  before  Congress  an  estimate  of  the  ex- 
pense which  may  be  necessary  for  these  services. 

As  making  any  alterations  in  the  present  appointment 
of  the  othcers  of  different  Colonies,  and  the  reduction  of 
those  Regiments  which  cannot  be  completed  to  their  full 
establishment,  may  create  great  jealousies  and  uneasiness, 
tlie  Congress  are  of  opinion,  at  present,  no  step  should  be 
taken  therein,  as  the  new  modelling  the  whole  is  so  soon 
expected,  when  those  inconveniences  may  be  remedied 
without  danger. 

The  Congress  desire  you  will  give  them  your  opinion, 
whether  the  pay  of  the  private  men,  which  is  considered 
as  very  high,  may  not  be  reduced,  and  how  much. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  Congress,  I  enclose  you 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  iSchnyler,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed. 

Apjilication  having  been  made  to  Congress  for  the  dis- 
charge of  Colonel  John  Fenton,  at  present  confined  at 
Hartford,  they  passed  a  resolution  that  he  be  allowed  to 
proceed  to  Sew-York,  and  from  thence  to  London,  upon 
ins  giving  his  parole  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Con- 
tinent during  the  present  contest. 

h  is  determined  by  Congress  that  you  issue  a  commis- 
sion to  Mr.  Gridley  as  Colonel  only,  and  suspend  the 
appointment  of  a  Brigadier-General  tor  the  present.  They 
recommend  to  you  to  grant  commissions  to  Messrs.  Bose, 
iScammell,  and  Samuel  Brewer,  as  Brigade-Majors. 

The  memorial  from  Mr.  Tudor,  the  Judge-Advocate, 
was  laid  before  the  Congress;  and,  upon  consideration,  it 
was  resolved  that  he  be  allowed  and  paid  fifty  dollars  per 
month,  for  himself  and  clerk,  from  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment ;  and  I  transmit  him,  by  this  express,  his  commission, 
and  the  resolution  of  Congress. 

Some  difficulty  having  arisen  in  the  settlement  of  the 
account  of  the  several  Rifle  Companies,  as  to  supplies  of 
money,  and  particularly  with  respect  to  Colonel  Thomp- 
son, and  the  Congress  having,  on  the  '29th  of  July  last, 
advanced  to  Colonel  Thompson  five  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  service  of  his  Battalion,  1  am  directed  to  desire  you 
will  order  Colonel  Thompson  to  exhibit  to  you  an  account 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  said  five  thousand  dollars,  which 
you  will  please  to  transmit  to  me,  to  be  laid  before  the 
Congress,  by  which  the  several  accounts  may  be  easily 
accommodated. 

I  have  nothini;  farther  in  charge  to  communicate.  You 
will  please  to  return  Fessenden  as  soon  as  you  conveniently 
can. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem. 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

,   J,,    ,  .  John  Hancock,  President. 

lo  General  ftashinglon. 

P.  S.  I  have  sent  you  eleven  bundles,  containing  five 
hundred  and  fifty  commissions. 


UICHAKD    HENUY   LEE   TO   (iENEI^AL   WAbHlNOTON. 

PhiUdclphia,  .September  2G,  ITTJ. 

Dear  Sir  :  Two  days  ago  1  arrived  here,  from  Virginia, 
which  the  late  short  adjournment  just  allowed  me  time  to 
visit  and  return  from.  I  brought  two  letters  from  thence, 
for  you,  which  come  with  this.  Having  some  business 
with  Colonel  iMason,  I  travelled  that  road ;  and  having 
sent  to  your  lady,  to  know  if  she  had  any  commands  this 
way,  had  the  pleasui'e  to  learn  that  all  were  well  at  Mount 
Vernon.  As  I  suppose  it  will  be  agreeable  to  you  to  know 
what  is  passing  in  t'irginia,  1  have  enclosed  you  the  pro- 
ceedings of  our  last  Convention,  with  two  of  Purdie's 
Gazettes.  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  favour  of 
August  the  29th,  and  you  may  be  assured  I  shall  pay 
great  attention  to  it.  When  1  mentioned  securing  the 
entrance  of  the  Hiuhom  of  Boston,  it  was  more  in  the  way 
of  wishing  it  could  be  done,  than  as  conceiving  it  very 
practicable.     However,  the  reasons  you  assign  are  most 


conclusive  against  the  attempt.  1  assure  you  that,  so  far 
as  1  can  judge  from  the  conversation  of  men,  instead  of 
there  being  any  who  think  you  have  not  done  enough,  the 
wonder  seems  to  be  that  you  have  done  so  much.  1  believe 
there  is  not  a  man  of  common  sense,  who  is  void  of  pre- 
judice, in  the  world,  but  greatly  approves  the  discipline 
you  have  introduced  into  the  camp  ;  since  reason  and  ex- 
perience join  in  proving  that  without  discipline  armies 
are  fit  only  for  the  contempt  and  slaughter  of  their  enemies. 
Your  labours  are  no  doubt  great,  both  of  mind  and  body  ; 
but  if  the  praise  of  the  present  and  future  times  can  be  any 
compensation,  you  will  have  a  plentiful  portion  of  that. 
Of  one  thing  you  may  certainly  rest  assured,  that  the 
Congress  will  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  make  your 
most  weighty  business  easy  to  you.  1  think  you  could  not 
possibly  have  appointed  a  better  man  for  his  present  office 
than  Mr.  Mifflin.  He  is  a  singular  man,  and  you  will  cer- 
tainly meet  with  the  applause  of  all  good  men  by  promo- 
ting and  countenancing  real  merit  and  publick  virtue,  in 
opposition  to  all  private  interests  and  partial  aflections. 
You  will  see,  in  the  proceedings  of  our  Convention,  that 
they  have  agreed  to  raise  the  pay  of  our  Rifle  officers  and 
men  to  the  P'irginia  standard.  It  may,  perhaps,  encour- 
age them  to  be  told  this. 

We  liave  no  better  accounts  from  England ;  but  from 
what  we  have  had,  that  can  be  relied  on,  it  seems  almost 
certain  that  our  enemies  there  must  shortly  meet  with  a 
total  overthrow.  The  entire  failure  of  all  their  schemes, 
and  the  rising  spirit  of  the  people,  strongly  expressed  by 
the  remonstrance  of  the  Livery  of  London  to  the  King, 
clearly  denote  this.  The  Ministry  had  their  sole  reliance 
on  the  impossibility  of  the  Americans  finding  money  to  sup- 
port an  Army,  on  the  great  aid  their  cause  would  receive 
from  Canada,  and  consequent  triumph  of  their  forces  over 
the  liberties  and  rights  of  America.  The  reverse  of  all 
this  has  happened  ;  and  very  soon,  now,  our  commercial 
resistance  will  begin  sorely  to  distress  the  people  at  large. 
The  Ministerial  recruiting  business  in  England  has  entirely 
failed  them.  The  ship-builders  in  the  royal  yards  have 
mutinied  ;  and  now  they  are  driven,  as  to  their  last  resort, 
to  seek  for  soldiers  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  But 
it  seems  the  greatest  willingness  of  the  people  there  can 
not  supply  more  than  one  or  two  thousand  men — u  num- 
ber rather  calculated  to  increase  their  disgrace  than  to  give 
success  to  their  cause. 

I  beg  your  pardon  for  engaging  your  attention  so  long, 
and  assure  you  that  1  am,  with  unfeigned  esteem,  dear  Sir, 
your  affectionate  friend  and  countryman, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 


SAMUEL  ADAMS  TO  ELBRIDGE  GERRV. 

Philadelphia,  September  'JK,  1775. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  arrived  in  this  City  on  the  12th  inst., 
having  rode  full  three  hundred  miles  on  horseback,  an  ex- 
ercise which  I  have  not  used  for  many  years  past.  I  think 
it  has  contributed  to  the  establishment  of  my  health,  for 
which  I  am  obliged  to  my  fiiend  Mr.  John  Adams,  who 
kindly  offered  me  one  of  his  horses  the  day  after  we  sat  off 
from  fVatertotvn. 

I  write  you  this  letter  principally  to  put  you  in  mind  of 
the  promise  yoii  made  me  to  give  me  intelligence  of  what 
is  doing  in  our  Assembly  and  the  camp.  Believe  me.  Sir, 
it  is  of  great  importance  that  we  should  be  informed  of 
every  circumstance  of  our  affairs.  The  eyes  of  friends 
and  foes  are  attentively  fixed  on  our  Province,  and  if  jea- 
lousv  or  envy  can  sully  its  reputation,  you  may  depend 
upon  it  they  will  not  miss  the  opportunity.  It  behooves  our 
friends,  therefore,  to  be  very  circumspect,  and  in  all  their 
publick  conduct  to  convince  the  world  that  they  are  in- 
fluenced not  by  partial  or  private  motives,  but  altogether 
with  a  view  of  promoting  the  publick  welfare. 

Some  of  our  military  gentlemen  have,  I  fear,  disgraced 
us;  it  is  then  important  that  every  anecdote  that  concerns 
a  man  of  real  merit  among  thern,  and  such  1  know  there 
are,  be  improved,  as  far  as  decency  will  admit  of  it,  to 
their  advantage,  and  the  honour  of  a  Colony  which,  for  its 
zeal  in  the  great  cause,  as  well  as  its  sufferings,  deserves 
so  much  o(  America. 

Until  1  visited  Head-Quarters  at  Cambridge,  I  had 
never  heard  of  the  valour  of  Frescott  at  Bunker's  Hill, 
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nor  the  in^enuitv  of  Knox  and  Haters,  in  planning  the 
celebrated' work's  at  Roxbury.  We  were  told  here  that 
there  were  none  in  our  camp  who  understood  the  business 
of  an  Engineer,  or  any  thing  more  than  the  manual  exercise 
of  the  gun.  This  we  hail  from  great  authority,  and  for 
want  of  more  certain  intelligence  were  obliged  at  least  to 
be  silent.  There  are  many  military  geniuses  at  present 
unemployed  and  overlooked,  who,  1  hope,  when  the  Army 
is  new  modelled,  will  be  sought  after  and  invited  into  the 
service  of  their  Country.  They  must  be  sought  after,  for 
modest  merit  declines  pushing  itself  into  publick  view.  I 
know  your  disinterested  zeal,  and  therefore  need  add  no 
more  tiian  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with  cordial  esteem, 
your  I'riend, 
ElbriJge  C'ernj,  Esq.,  IVattrtoirn. 


EL  Adams. 


THOMAND  BALL  TO  JOSEPH  SHIPPEN,  JR. 

Suiibury,  September  2C,  1775. 

Sir:  JVilliam  Mnclai/,  Esip,  being  at  present  so  much 
indisposed  as  renders  him  incapable  of  writing,  I  have  the 
honour,  by  his  directions,  to  inform  you  that  a  party  of  the 
Conntclicut  intruders,  supposed  to  be  a  detachment  from 
Colonel  Butltr's  Regiment,  consisting,  as  nearly  as  can  be 
conjectured,  of  three  hundred  men,  arrived  last  Saturday 
night  at  Frecluncrs  ii)ill,  on  the  fVarriour's  Run.  about 
thirteen  miles  distance  from  this  Town,  where  we  are  in- 
formed they  immediately  began  to  intrench  themselves; 
and  as  they  brought  neither  women  nor  children,  but,  in- 
stead of  them,  fortifying  and  intrenching  tools,  with  the 
additional  circumstance  of  some  of  the  sellers  of  lands 
in  this  County,  under  Con?(£C</f«<  rights,  being  of  the  party, 
we  cannot  consider  their  visit  as  amicable.  In  consequence 
of  which,  a  Company,  consisting  of  about  fifty  men,  left 
iliis  Town  at  one  o'clock  yesterday,  in  order  to  join  other 
Companies  of  the  County,  to  meet  and  demand  the  rea- 
son of  this  intrusion  and  hostile  appearance.  This  being 
wrote  early  in  the  morning,  by  a  gentleman  who  is  just 
setting  off  for  Fhiladclpliia,  cannot  at  present  gain  farther 
intelligence,  but  in  a  few  days  shall  transmit  you  an  ac- 
count of  their  and  our  farther  jiroceedings.  If  the  state  of 
our  County  with  regard  to  arms  and  ammunition  will  be 
satisfactory  to  you,  Captain  Hunter  can  inform  you  there- 
of, from  a  letter  which  the  bearer  carries,  as  well  as  his  own 
knowledge. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  very  humble  servant, 
TiiuMANU  Ball. 
To  Joseph  Shippcn,  Esq. 

TO  THE   I'fliLICK. 

Morris  County,  New. Jersey,  Se|itcmber  26,  177.'). 

Dear  Countrymen  :  In  a  day  of  publick  calamity  like 
this,  arising  from  oppression,  every  benevolent  mind  ought 
to  be  engaged  fur  llie  (l<!fence  of  the  rights  of  mankind, 
and  in  particular  should  endeavour  to  remove  all  cause  of 
oppression,  complaint,  and  disunion,  among  ourselves,  and 
to  stop,  as  iTiuch  as  possible,  the  mouths  of  our  adversaries, 
who  will  omit  the  use  of  no  plausible  argument  against 
the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  the  probability  of  its  success; 
such  is  the  design  of  this  letter. 

The  honourable  Continental  Congress,  and  the  late  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  this  Province,  have  adopted  the  old 
mode  of  electing  Representatives,  who  have  power  to  tax 
those  Colonies  from  whence  they  are  chosen.  By  this 
mode,  many  true  friends  to  their  Country,  who  are  obliged 
to  pay  taxes,  are  excluded  from  the  privilege  of  a  vote  in 
the  choice  of  those  by  whom  they  are  to  be  taxed,  or  even 
called  out  to  sacrifice  their  lives.  This  is  a  real  grievance, 
yet  one  that  may  easily  he  redressed;  for  many  of  the 
members  of  the  |iresent  Provincial  Congress  begin  to  give 
a  serious  attention  to  the  complaints  of  the  peojjle  on  this 
account,  and  all  our  Congresses  know  that  one  part  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects  have  no  right  to  tax  another  part  of 
their  fellow-subjects,  without  their  consent,  given  by  them- 
selves or  their  Representatives.  Nothing  is  therefore 
necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  redress,  but  a  number  of  pe- 
titions from  several  Towns  and  Counties  in  each  Province 
for  that  purpose.  They  will  undoubtedly  resolve,  that  no 
one  shall  be  taxed  who  is  excluded  from  a  vote  in  the 
elections ;  and  will  also  resolve  who  shall  for  the  future  be 


esteemed  proper  electors;  and  by  such  resolves  our  ene- 
mies will  be  cut  off  from  one  of  their  most  plausible 
arijunients  against  us. 

1  am,  my  countrymen,  yours,  Essex. 


GENERAL    SCHUVLER    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Ticonderoga,  Septcmb.r  26,  177'>. 

Sir:  1  did  myself  the  honour  to  address  you  in  a  long 
letter  of  the  "iOth,  which  I  hope  will  come  safe  to  hand. 

The  day  before  yesterday  I  was  favoured  with  a  letter 
from  General  Montgomery,  (copy  of  which  enclosed.)  on 
tlie  contents  of  which,  and  on  the  report  of  the  Luliun 
Deputies,  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  congratulate  your 
Excellency.  I  have  made  some  explanatory  notes  on 
General  Montgomery's  letter,  \\liicli  1  conceived  might  be 
necessary  for  you. 

I  made  a  short  S|)eecli  to  the  Indian  Deputies  ;  gave 
them  a  present,  and  they  left  me  in  high  good  humour. 
and  with  a  very  good  opinion  of  our  Army. 

The  vexation  of  spirit  under  which  I  labour,  that  a  bar- 
barous complication  of  disorders  should  prevent  me  from 
reaping  those  laurels  for  which  1  have  unweariedly  wrought 
since  I  was  honoured  with  this  command ;  the  anxiety  I 
liave  suffered  since  my  arrival  liere,  lest  the  Army  should 
starve,  occasioned  by  a  scandalous  want  of  subordination 
and  inattention  to  my  orders  in  some  of  the  officers  that  I 
left  to  command  at  the  different  |50sts ;  the  vast  variety  of 
disagreeable  and  vexatious  incidents  that  almost  every  hour 
arise  in  some  department  or  other,  not  only  retard  my  cure, 
but  have  put  me  considerably  back  for  some  days  past.  If 
Job  had  been  a  General  in  my  situation,  his  memory  had 
not  been  so  famous  for  patience  ;  but  the  glorious  end  we 
have  in  view,  and  which  I  have  a  confident  hope  will  be 
attained,  will  atone  for  all. 

I  have  discharged  or  ordered  to  be  discharged  every  man 
that  was  so  ill  as  to  be  unfit  for  farther  service  during  this 
campaign,  and  that  was  able  to  return  to  the  place  of  his 
abode.  Those  that  were  not,  I  have  sent  to  the  hospital. 
The  former  already  amount  to  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
six,  as  per  the  enclosed  return.  My  best  wishes  attend 
your  Excellency  and  the  gentlemen  with  you. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  the  most  sincere  esteem,  your  very 
obedient  humble  servant,  Philip  Schuyler. 

His  Excellency  General  Jl'ashington,  &.C.,  &ic. 

COVERNOUR  COOKE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  .September  26,  1775. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant, 
we  have  sent  out  our  small  armed  vessel,  with  orders  to 
Capt.  IVhipplc  to  relinquish  the  voyage  to  Bermuda,  and  to 
prolong  bis  cruise  for  the  packet  to  the  6th  of  October. 

Agreeable  to  your  advice,  I  have  communicated  the  pro- 
posed adventure  to  Bayonnc  to  the  Congress,  and  most 
heartilv  wish  it  may  be  pursued,  as  the  ability  and  integrity 
o(  Du  I'ille  are  perfectly  relied  upon  here.  The  follow- 
ing extract  from  Governour  Trumbuirs  letter  to  me,  of  the 
ISth  instant,  will  inform  you  of  his  sentiments  respecting 
the  enterprise,  and  of  his  reasons  for  declining  to  take  a 
part  in  it :  "  In  mine  of  the  1 1  ih  instant,  in  answer  to  your 
esteemed  favour  of  the  Dili,  I  acquainted  you  with  my 
l)urpose  to  lay  your  letter  before  my  Council,  on  Thurs- 
day^^  the  14th  instant;  which  I  did.  They  approve  your 
proposition.  The  way  appears  to  them  promising.  At 
the  same  time,  we  have  advanced  money  so  largely  for  that 
article,  and  have  great  reason  to  expect  a  supply  in  a 
similar  method,  that  they  judge  it  not  expedient  for  us  to 
proceed  farther  at  this  time.  It  is  an  article  that  requires 
our  attention,  and  wish  every  method  that  appears  probable 
to  obtain  it  may  be  pursued.  1  hope  General  Washington 
will  hearken  to  your  application,  and  suitably  encourage 
and  promote  your  generous  design." 

Tlie  time  for  which  the  combined  Army  was  enlisted 
being  nearly  expired,  it  is  of  great  importance  to  provide 
some  method  for  re-enlisting  them,  in  order  to  keep  up  a 
sufficient  force  to  restrain  the  enemy  during  the  winter, 
and  to  take  the  field  in  the  spring.  My  anxious  concern 
on  this  head,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  of  the  last  im- 
portance, will  excuse  my  suggesting  to  you  the  necessity  of 
giving  it  the  earliest  attention,  as  I  greatly  fear  difficulties 
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may  arise  which  will  require  lime  to  obviate ;  and  I  can 
safely  assure  you  ofthe  concurrence  of  this  Colony  in  every 
prudent  measure  for  the  effecting  this  most  essential  point. 

1  am,  with  great  truth  and  respect,  Sir,  your  Excellen- 
cy's most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 
General  fVashinglnn.  Nicholas  Cooke. 

P.  S.  Since  the  sailing  ofthe  small  vessel,  I  observe  in 
the  iVtw- YorA,-  paper  that  a  packet  is  arrived  there  from 
Falmouth,  which  1  take  to  be  the  same  that  Capt.  fVktp- 
j)le  was  sent  alter.  If  so,  the  opportunity  is  lost;  but  iiy 
extending  his  cruise  a  little  longer,  he  may  have  a  chance 
for  the  August  packet. 

HENRY    WARD    TO    GENERAL    CUIEENE. 

Providence,  Scptenilior  Sfi,  1775. 

Sir:  This  letter  waits  upon  you  by  Mr.  Maxwell,  who 
goes  down  to  Cambridge  upon  a  matter  into  which  I 
think  the  strictest  inquiry  ought  to  be  made.  It  is,  in  short, 
this:  In  Juli/  last,  a  woman,  with  whom  Mr.  IVainwood 
liad  an  acquaintance  in  Boston,  came  to  his  house  and 
wanted  him  to  assist  her  in  procuring  an  opportunity  ol 
seeing  iMr.  Dudley  or  Captain  fVallace;  and  by  all  her 
behaviour  showed  that  she  had  some  secret  of  consequence. 
He  artfully  drew  from  her  that  she  had  been  sent  from 
Cambrulgc  with  a  letter  to  be  delivered  to  either  of  the 
persons  above  named,  to  be  forwarded  to  Boston.  It  im- 
mediately occnrreil  to  him  that  the  letter  was  probably  sent 
from  some  traitor  in  our  army.  Upon  which,  he  started 
every  difficulty  in  the  way  of  her  seeing  Dudley  or  fl al- 
lace,  that  he  could  think  of,  and  finally  prevailed  upon  her 
to  intrust  him  with  the  delivery  of  the  letter.  He  kept 
the  affair  to  himself  some  time,  being  at  a  loss  what  step 
he  should  take  in  it;  and  at  length  imparted  the  secret  to 
Mr.  Maxwell,  who,  upon  opening  the  letter,  found  it  writ- 
ten in  characters  which  he  did  not  understand.  Here  it 
rested  until  very  lately,  when  Mr.  JVninwood  received  a 
letter  from  the  woman,  discovering  great  uneasiness  about 
the  letter  she  had  intrusted  him  with,  v\hicli  naturally  in- 
duced a  suspicion  that  the  writer  of  it  still  continued  his 
correspondence  in  Boston,  and  had  received  information 
that  the  letter  had  never  been  transmitted.  Mr.  IVainwood 
and  Mr.  Maxwell,  who  are  both  of  them  friends  to  the 
cause  oi  America,  rightly  judging  that  the  continuance  of 
such  a  correspondence  might  be  attended  with  the  most 
pernicious  consequences  to  the  interest  oi  America,  thought 
proper  to  come  to  Providence  and  consult  me  upon  it, 
having  prudently  kept  the  matter  entirely  to  themselves. 
By  my  advice,  tliey  proceeded  to  Cambridge,  to  lay  it,  with 
all  the  circumstances,  before  you. 

I  think  it  best  to  introduce  Mr.  Maxwell  to  General 
Washington,  and  for  you  and  the  General,  witli  not  more 
than  one  trusty  person  besides,  to  consider  as  to  the  most 
prudent  measures  to  discover  the  traitor.  Perhaps  the  first 
step  should  be  to  take  up  the  woman,  who  is  now  at  Cam- 
bridge, in  so  private  a  way  as  to  create  no  suspicion  ;  and 
it  is  probable  that  rewards  and  punishments,  properly 
placed  before  her,  will  induce  her  to  give  up  the  author; 
in  which  case  he,  witli  all  his  papers,  ought  to  be  instantly 
secured.  If  the  woman  should  be  obstinate,  some  clew 
may  be  found  from  her  connections,  that  will  probably  lead 
to  a  discovery.  But  I  beg  pardon  for  undertaking  to  give 
my  advice  in  this  case,  when  you,  upon  the  spot,  possessed 
of  all  the  circumstances,  will  be  so  much  better  able  to 
judge  of  the  measures  proper  to  be  pursued.  As  Mr. 
fVainuood  is  well  known  to  many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston,  1  have  advised  him  to  go  no  farther  than  Dalham, 
where  he  may  be  sent  for  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  thought 
proper  for  him  to  appear.  I  will  only  add,  that  if  they  are 
happily  the  means  of  discovering  a  treacherous  correspond- 
ence, carried  on  by  any  person  of  note  and  trust  in  our 
publick  affairs,  they  will  do  a  most  essential  service  to  llieir 
Country,  and  deserve  an  adequate  reward. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  very  humble  servant,  Henry  Ward. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  WAGON-MASTER  GENERAL. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  26,  1775. 

1st.  The  Army  being  in  three  Divisions,  Boxbury,  Cam- 
Widgr, and  Vrosjiecl-Hill,  under  the  Major-Generals  Hard, 


Lee,  and  Putnam.,  you  are  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of 
Teams  for  the  service  of  each  Division. 

2d.  When  any  person  applies  to  you  for  a  Team,  he  must 
produce  an  order  from  the  Commander-in-Chief,  one  of  the 
Major-Generals  for  whose  Division  the  service  is  to  be 
done,  or  the  Commissary-General,  otherwise  you  are  not 
obliged  to  pay  any  regard  to  it. 

3d.  Once  a  week,  on  any  Saturday,  you  are  to  make  a 
return  to  the  Conunander-in-Chief  of  the'number  of  Teams 
in  service,  and  what  work  they  have  been  employed  in  the 
preceding  week,  taking  special  care  not  to  put  the  publick 
to  needless  charge,  by  providing  and  keeping  more  Teams 
than  are  absolutely  necessar)-. 

-  4th.  As  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Teams  are  to  be 
fed,  it  will  be  best  they  should  find  themselves,  and  be 
paid  accordingly.  The  Carts  or  Wagons  may  be  number- 
ed, and  the  number,  with  the  words  ('ontincntal  Army,  on 
a  boaid,  put  on  some  jjart  of  the  Can  or  Wagon  most 
easily  seen. 

I  am,  Sir,  k.c.,  Gi:ui.gi:  Washington, 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  AT   HARTFORD. 
Cunp  at  Ciimbriil^'p,  .September  20,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  favour  of  the  IBth  instant,  and  one 
from  Major  French,  on  the  same  sidiject,  have  come  safely 
to  hand.  From  the  general  chariicter  of  this  gentleman, 
and  the  acknowledged  pjolitenes';  and  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Hartford  to  the  gentlemen  intrusted  to  their 
care,  I  fluttered  myself  there  would  have  been  a  mutual 
emulation  of  civility,  which  would  have  i-(.'sulted  in  lie 
case  and  convenience  of  hoih.  t  am  ei^ircmely  scrry  to 
find  it  otherwise. 

Upon  a  reperusal  of  former  letters  and  [lapers  respect- 
ing these  gentlemen,  I  caimot  think  il-.ere  is  any  thing  par- 
ticular in  their  situation  which  can  clialleni;e  a  distinction. 
If  the  ciicumstance  of  wearing  tiieir  swords  had  created 
no  dissatisfaction,  I  should  not  have  interfered,  considering 
it  in  itself  as  a  matter  of  indifference.  But  as  it  has  given 
offence,  partly,  i)erhaps,  by  the  inadverient  expressions 
which  have  been  dropped  on  this  occasion,  I  persuade  my- 
self that  Major  French,  for  tiie  sake  of  his  own  convenience 
and  ease,  and  to  save  me  farther  trouble,  will  concede  to 
what  is  not  essential  either  to  his  comfort  or  happiness, 
flirther  than  mere  opinion  makes  it  so.  On  the  other 
hand,  allow  me  to  recommend  a  gentleness,  even  to  for- 
bearance, with  persons  so  entirely  in  our  power.  We 
knou'  not  what  the  chance  of  war  may  be  ;  but  let  it  be 
what  it  will,  the  duties  of  humanity  and  kindness  will  de- 
mand from  us  such  a  treatment  as  we  should  expect  from 
others,  the  case  being  reversed. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  \ery  obedient  and  most  humb!e 
servant,  (Jeorge  Washington. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  MAJOR    CHRISTOPHER    FRENCJJ. 
Camp  at  Cambridjfo,  September  2C.  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  ofthe  IBth  instant  is  now  before  me, 
as  well  as  that  fi'om  the  Conmiiltee  of  Hartford,  on  the 
same  subject.  When  I  compare  the  treatment  you  have 
received  with  that  which  has  been  shown  to  those  biaie 
American  officers  who  were  taken  figliting  gallantly  in  de- 
fence of  the  liberties  of  their  Country,  i  cannot  help  ex- 
pressing some  surprise  that  you  sliould  thus  earnestly  con- 
test points  oC  mere  punctilio.  The  appellation  of  rebel 
has  been  deemed  sutiicient  to  sanctify  every  species  of 
cruelly  to  them,  while  the  Ministerial  officers,  the  voluntary 
instruments  of  an  avaricious  and  vindictive  Ministry,  claim, 
upon  all  occasions,  the  benefit  of  those  military  rules, 
which  can  only  be  binding  where  they  are  mutual.  We 
have  shown,  on  our  part,  the  strongest  disposition  to  ob- 
serve them  during  the  present  contest.  But  I  should  ill 
support  my  Country's  honour,  and  my  own  character,  if  I 
did  not  show  a  proper  sense  of  their  sufferings,  by  niakintr 
the  condition  ofthe  Ministei'ial  officers  in  some  degree  de- 
])endant  upon  theirs. 

My  disposition  does  not  allow  me  to  follow  the  unworthy 
example  set  me  by  General  Gage,  to  its  fullest  extent. 
You  possess  all  the  essential  comforts  of  life;  why  should 
you  press  for  indulgences  of  a  ceremonious  kind,  which 
five  :;eneral  offence  ? 

I  !iave  looked  over  all  the  papers  sent  me  from  Phih- 
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delphia.  I  find  nothing;  in  tliem  upon  llie  present  subject ; 
nor  do  1  knou-  \vl)eilier  ilie  liberty  of  wearini;  your  sword 
uas  <nven  or  taken.  But  I  Hatter  mysell,  that  when  you 
come  to  consider  ail  circumstances,  you  will  save  nie  the 
trouble  of  liivinj,'  any  positive  directions.  You  will  easily 
conceive  how  much  more  ^jratelul  a  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  amonii  whom  your  residence  may  be 
iouirer  than  you  expect,  will  appear,  when  it  is  the  result 
of  your  prudence  and  wod  sense,  rather  than  of  a  deter- 
mination from  me.  1  therefore  should  be  unwilling  to  de- 
prive you  of  an  oj)portunity  of  cultivating  their  esteem  by 
so  small  a  concession  as  this  must  be. 

As  I  suppose  your  several  letters  to  me  have  been  com- 
municated to  others,  1  cannot  forbear  considering  your  con- 
duct in  declaring,  in  a  high  tone,  "  that,  had  you  joined 
your  Regiment,  you  would  have  acted  vigorously  against 
this  Country,  and  done  all  in  your  power  to  reduce  it,"  as 
a  deviation  from  the  line  of  propriety  and  prudence  which 
I  should  have  expected  to  distinguish  the  coiuluct  of  so 
old  and  experienced  an  officer.  Your  being  so  entirely  in 
our  power  may  extinguish  the  resentment  which  a  iiene- 
rous  and  enlightened  mind  would  otherwise  feel.  But  I 
cannot  commend  the  conduct  which  puts  such  a  mind  to 
the  trial. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Geoboe    \VaSH1N(.T0.N. 


CKAL     WASm.NOTI 


JOSKI'I 


TO     BRKJADIER-GEN! 
SPENCEK. 

Head-QiKirtors,  SeptcmlKr  2(i,  ITT'i. 

Sir:  1  have  perused  and  considered  a  petition,  or  rather 
a  remonstrance,  directed  to  you,  and  signed  by  several  Cap- 
tains and  Subalterns,  on  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Hunting- 
ton to  the  lieutenancy  of  Captain  Chester's  Company. 

The  decent  representation  of  officers,  or  even  of  com- 
mon soldiers,  through  the  channel  of  their  Colonel,  or  other 
superiour  officers,  I  shall  always  encourage  and  attend  to; 
but  I  must  declare  my  disapprobation  of  this  mode  of  asso- 
ciating and  combining,  as  subversive  of  all  subordination, 
discipline,  and  order. 

Should  the  proper  officers  refuse  or  neglect  to  recei\e 
their  complaints,  an  immediate  application  to  their  genera! 
officer  would  be  proper.  Much  as  1  disapprove  the  mode 
of  opposition  to  this  gentleman,  I  disapprove  the  opposition 
itself  still  more.  To  yield  to  it  would  be  in  effect  to  sur- 
render the  command  of  the  Army  to  those  whose  duty  it 
is,  and  whose  honour  it  ought  to  be,  to  obey.  Commis- 
sions should  be  over  the  reward  of  merit,  not  of  age  ;  ami 
I  am  determined  never  to  put  it  out  of  the  proper  power  to 
reward  a  deserving,  active  officer,  whatsoever  may  be  his 
standing  in  the  Army,orthe  pretensions  of  those  who  have 
no  other  merit  than  that  of  having  been  horn  or  enlisted 
before  him. 

In  an  army  so  young  as  ours,  the  claims  arising  trom  real 
service  are  very  few,  and  the  accidental  circumstance  ol 
obtaining  a  commission  a  month  or  two  sooner,  can,  with 
no  reasonable  person,  claim  any  superiour  regard,  or  make 
such  a  scrutiny  of  any  consequence.  This  Army  is  sup- 
ported by  the  whole  Continent  ;  the  establishment  is  en- 
tirely new.  All  Provincial  customs,  therelbre,  which  are 
different  in  different  Provinces,  must  be  laid  out  of  the 
(luestion.  The  power  which  lias  established,  and  which 
pays  this  Army,  has  alone  the  right  to  judj;e  who  shall 
roinmand  in  it,  from  the  Cieneral  to  the  Ensign.  To  put 
it  into  any  other  hands  would  be  a  high  breach  of  my  trust, 
and  would  give  birth  to  such  factions  and  cabals  as  must 
soon  end  in  the  dissolution  of  the  Army,  and  the  ruin  of 
our  Country. 

As  no  objections  are  made  to  Mr.  Uuntingluns  charac- 
ter, nor  any  other  reason  assigned,  than  his  not  rising  by 
'.'i-adation,  I  can  make  no  alteration  in  his  appointment. 
At  the  same  time  I  declare,  that  I  shall  upon  all  occasions 


cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  by  a  ready  and  hearty 
obedience  to  all  orders  and  rules  judged  necessary  for  the 
general  interest. 

i  am  Sir,  &ic.,  George  Washington. 

CONFESSION  of   TYLER   DIBBLE. 

St:imford,  September  26.  1775. 

Whereas  I,  the  subscriber,  have  given  offence  to  the 
publick,  by  opposing  in  publick  Town-Meeting  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  in  this 
Town,  and  also  by  drawing  a  paper  calculated  to  disunite 
its  inhabitants  ;  and  being  sensible  of  my  misconduct  and 
inadvertency,  1  do,  in  this  publick  manner,  humbly  acknow- 
ledge my  faults  in  so  doing,  and  ask  Ibrgiveness  of  my 
bleeding  Country,  and  all  whom  I  have  offeiuled,  and  tlo 
solemnly  promise  and  declare,  that  1  will  exert  myself  to 
the  utmost  in  defence  of  my  Country,  in  opposition  to  the 
Ministerial  Troops  sent  into  this  Country  to  dragoon  us 
into  slavery;  and,  furthermore,  do  promise  to  yield  a  strict 
adherence  to  the  Continental  Association,  or  any  farther 
recommendations  coming  from  that  honourable  body. 

In  testimony  of  my  sincerity,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand, 
consenting  to  have  the  Ibiegoiug  confession  inseried  in  the 

1'"'^"'^'^  l'^l'^'''=-  ^_ Tyler  Dibble. 

ORDER   IN   COL.NCIL. 

At  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  :27th  day  of  Septem- 
btr,  mS — present : 

The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

Whereas  His  Majesty  was  pleased,  by  his  Order  in  Council 
of  the  23d  day  of  August  last, to  prohibit  the  exportation  out 
of  this  Kingdom  into  any  parts  beyond  the  seas,  or  carry- 
ing coastwise,  any  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  ol  Arms  or  Am- 
munition, for  and  during  the  space  of  three  months  from 
the  date  of  the  said  Order.  And  whereas  His  iMajesty 
judges  it  necessary  that  the  exportation  of  Saltpetre,  or 
carrying  the  same  coastwise,  should  be  likewise  prohibited 
during  the  said  time:  His  Majesty  doth,  therefore,  witii 
the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  hereby  order,  require, 
prohibit,  and  command,  that  no  person  or  persons  whatso- 
ever (except  the  Master-General,  Lieutenant-General,  or 
principal  officers  of  ihe  Ordnance  for  His  Majesty's  ser- 
vice) do,  at  any  time  during  the  term  limited  by  His  Ma- 
jesty's aforementioned  Order  in  Council  of  tlie  -236  of 
August  last,  presume  to  transport  into  any  jjarts  out  of  this 
Kingdom,  or  carry  coastwise,  any  Saltpetre,  or  ship  or 
lade  any  Sall|)etre  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel,  in  order  to 
transporting  the  same  into  any  parts  beyond  the  seas,  or 
carrying  the  same  coastwise,  without  leave  or  permission 
in  that  behalf  first  obtained  from  His  Majesty,  or  his  Privy- 
Council,  upon  pain  of  incurring  and  suffering  tlie  forfeiture 
and  |)cnalty  iiifficied  by  an  act  passed  in  the  twenty-ninth 
\ear  of  his  late  Majesty's  reign,  intituled  "An  Act  to  em- 
|iower  His  Majc-ty  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  Saltpetre, 
and  to  enforce  the  law  for  em|iowering  His  INlajesty  to  pro- 
hibit the  exportation  of  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  of  Arms 
and  Ammunition,  and  also  to  empower  His  Majesty  to 
restrain  the  carrying  coastwise  of  Saltpetre,  Gunpowder, 
or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammunition."'  And  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasuiy,  the  Commis- 
sioners for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
Great  Britain,  the  Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
the  Mastor-CJcneral  of  the  Ordnance,  and  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  at  War,  are  to  give  the  necessary  directions 
herein,  as  to  them  iiia_\  lespeciively  appertain. 

Steph.  Cottrell. 


pay  a  proper  respect  to  long  service, 


and, 


far  as  lies  in 


my  power,  give  it  all  the  preference  which  is  consistent 
with  the  welfare  of  the  Army  and  the  duties  of  my  station. 
I  make  no  doubt,  therefore,  when  these  and  all  other  offi- 
cers (who,  in  such  cases,  are  both  parties  and  judges)  divest 
themselves  of  prejudice  and  partiality,  they  will  cheerlully 
acquiesce  in  such  appointments  as  are  made,  and  manifest 
their  sincere  attachment  to  their  Country,  and  the  great 


ADllKEsS    OF  TIlK   TOWN    OF   BEVERLEY. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the 
Town  of  Btvcrh'ij,  in  the  County  of  York,  in  Common 
Council  assembled,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  ol  Dartmoul/i, 
one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and 
presented  to  His  Alajesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Bur- 
gesses of  the   Toivn  of  Beverley-,  in  the  County  of 
York,  in  Common  Council  assembled. 


We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  faithful  subjects,  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  Beverley,  in  the  Coun- 
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ty  of  York,  should  think  ourselves  wanting  both  in  duty 
and  gratitude  to  your  Majesty,  did  we  not  take  tiiis  occa- 
sion of  joining  with  the  rest  of  your  Majesty's  loval  sub- 
jects in  giving  this  publick  testin)ony  of  our  ulniost  abhor- 
rence of  the  present  unnatural  rebellion  in  some  ol  your 
Majesty's  Colonies  in  North- Amtrica,  as  well  as  of  those 
factious  and  evil-minded  men,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
by  whose  means  the  same  hath  been  and  slill  is  principally 
])romoted  and  abetted. 

When  we  consider  the  many  blessings  we  have  enjoyed 
since  your  Majesty's  accession  to  the  Throne  of  these 
Realms,  by  the  great  extension  ol'  trade,  and  the  conse- 
quent increase  of  wealth,  by  the  many  good  and  salutary 
laws  which  have  been  enacted,  and,  above  all,  by  your 
Majesty's  just  aiid  lenient  government  over  us,  we  cannot 
sufficiently  express  our  detestation  of  all  those  societies, 
or  sets  of  men,  who  (contrary  to  the  allegiance  they  owe 
and  have  sworn  unto  your  Majesty)  are  now,  by  their  in- 
flammatory letters  and  publications,  in  a  most  daring  man- 
ner, sowing  the  seeds  of  sedition  among  us,  and  thereby 
endeavouring,  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  to  involve  us  at 
home  as  well  as  abroad  in  all  the  calamities  of  a  civil  war. 

We  beg  leave,  therefore,  in  the  most  respectful  and 
dutiful  manner,  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will,  at  all 
times,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  be  ready  to  support  )  om- 
Majesty,  and  the  honour  and  dignity  of  your  Crown,  as 
well  as  the  legislative  authority  of  these  Realms,  in  tlie 
defence  of  our  most  valuable  Con';titiition,  against  all  such 
attempts  of  your  Majesty's  seditious  or  deluded  subjects, 
either  at  home  or  abroad. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  this  twenty-seventh  day 
o{  Sipttiabtr,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1775. 

Jo.  IMiDGMiv,  Min/or. 

Mt^ETING   OK    MERCHANTS,    ETC.,   BRISTOL. 

GuildlKill,  Bristol,  Sciitoinl.rr  27,  ITT.'i. 

At  a  numerous  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  Merchants, 
Traders,  and  others,  interested  in  and  well-wishers  to 
American  commerce,  held  at  the  Guildhall,  at  eleven 
o'clock  this  morning,  Mr.  Hai/cs,  an  eminent  Aniericun 
merchant,  in  the  chair,  the  following  Resolutions  were 
agreed  to : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  trade  with  North-Aincricn  is  of 
very  great  advantage  to  Great  Britain  in  general,  and  to 
this  Cit)'  in  particular. 

2.  That  any  measures  which  contribute  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  that  trade  are  an  essential  injury  to  the  internal 
commerce  and  manufactures  of  this  Kingdom. 

3.  That  the  present  unhappy  contest  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies  hath  a  manifest  tendency  to 
destroy  the  commercial  connection  and  political  union  which 
have  for  many  years  subsisted  between  the  two  Countries. 

4.  That  the  loss  of  our  trade  to  America  will  deprive 
many  thousand  industrious  poor  of  the  means  of  procuiing 
a  daily  subsistence  ;  a  melancholy  fact,  of  which  we  have 
already  ample  exi)erience  in  this  City. 

5.  That  the  late  importation  o(  American  grain  into  this 
City  hath  greatly  contributed  to  lower  the  price  of  all  the 
necessaries  of  life,  and  has  been  the  means  of  pre>erving 
multitudes  from  the  calamitous  consequences  of  famine. 

6.  That  an  approbation  of  measures  calculated  to  destroy 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two  Countries, 
and  spread  the  horronrs  of  a  civil  war  over  a  very  con- 
siderable part  of  the  British  Dominions,  would  be  highly 
disgraceful  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  City  that  depends  solely 
upon  trade  for  its  support,  and  to  every  friend  to  humanity 
and  the  general  happiness  of  society. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  a  petition  be  presented 
to  His  Majesty,  praying  his  interposition  to  put  a  stop  to  a 
ruinous  civil  war,  that  our  trade  may  thereby  be  restored 
to  its  former  tiomishing  slate.  One  person  objected  to  it, 
on  a  supposed  disinclination  in  His  Majesty  to  receive 
petitions  respecting  the  American  dispute.  He  was  replied 
to,  and  appeared  to  be  convinced.  A  petition  was  then 
produced,  read  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  passed  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice.  The  petition  was  then  signed  by 
the  gentlemen  present,  and  afterwards  left  at  the  Busk 
Tavern,  in  Corn  Street ;  and  when  the  signatures  are  fully 
completed,  it  is  to  be  presented  to  the  King,  by  our  Repre- 
sentatives in  Parliament. 


Bristol,  September  26,  1775. 

On  Monday,  the  18th  instant,  the  following  Letter  was 
sent  to  the  Right  Worshipful  Charles  Hotchkin,  Esquire, 
]\Iayor : 

Sir  :  A  great  number  of  respectable  fellow-citizens  be- 
ing desirous  that  an  address  be  sent  to  His  Majesty,  on  the 
present  situation  of  affairs,  we  take  the  liberty  to  request 
your  Worship  will  call  a  House  for  that  purpose;  and  are, 
with  great  respect,  Sir,  yoin-  most  obedient  and  very  hum- 
ble servants, 

Thomas  Tyndai.i.,     Si.ade  Baker, 
John  HoKiiorsE.        1-{ichard  Meyler. 
IVIicHAEL  Miller,      John  Powell, 
William  Miller,      John  Vaughan, 
William  Hart,  Nicholas  Perry, 

James  Reed,  Thomas  Warren. 

In  consequence  of  the  above,  summonses  were  sent  to 
the  members  of  the  Corporation,  to  attend  in  the  Council- 
House  on  Thursday,  the  '21st,  but  a  sufticient  nundn-r  did 
not  attend  to  make  a  House. 

Upon  this,  many  citizens  applied  to  the  Ma\or  for  tl:e 
use  of  the  Guildhall  on  Thursday  following,  to  assemble 
in,  to  address  His  Majesty  on  the  situation  of  affairs  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies.  The 
Hall  was  readily  granted,  and  notice  thereof  was  given  in 
the  publick  papers. 

On  Monday,  the  ^.jth,  Messrs.  Sunviil  Braihford,John, 
Fisher  IVeare,  and  Richard  Champion,  applied  to  the 
Mayor  for  the  Hall  on  Ji'ednesday,  that  the  American 
merchants,  traders,  and  the  well-wishers  to  American  com- 
merce, might  meet  there,  to  consider  of  a  petition  to  His 
Majesty.  They  met  accordingly  on  that  day,  to  the  num- 
ber of  about  Ijfty  persons.  Mr.  Hayes,  a  gentleman  lately 
settled  here,  from  New-York,  was  called  to  the  chair.  A 
petition  was  produced  and  read.  A  proposal  being  made 
for  the  Chairman  to  sign  it  for  the  whole,  which  he  very 
prudently  declined,  it  was  then  signed  by  tho<;e  present, 
and  is  now  industriously  carried  about,  and  every  influence 
used  to  obtain  names  to  it. 

Though  it  was  generally  understood  that  this  petition 
was  merely  set  up  in  opposition  to  the  address,  yet  not  the 
least  obstruction  was  made  to  it  by  any  of  the  independent 
merchants  and  citizens. 

Thursday,  at  twelve  o'clock,  Mr.  .Mayor  went  from  the 
Coimcil-House  to  the  Guildhall,  attended  by  the  Sheriffs, 
with  many  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  greatest 
number  of  respectable  citizens  ever  known  on  the  like 
occasion,  his  Worship  being  in  the  chair.  The  business 
was  0|)ened  in  a  manly  sensible  speech,  by  Geo.  Dauheny, 
Es(|.,  setting  forth  that  he  was  directed  to  return  his  Wor- 
ship the  thanks  of  the  citizens  of  Bristol,  for  his  readiness 
in  granting  them  the  Hall,  and  was  desired  to  express  tiie 
grateful  sense  they  entertained  of  the  honour  of  his  pre- 
sence on  this  occasion.  He  then  begged  leave  to  lav 
before  them  an  address,  draun  up  by  a  Committee  of  gen- 
tlemen appointed  for  that  purpose,  which,  he  hoped,  would 
meet  with  general  approbation. 

To  this  the  Mayor  replied  neai'ly  as  follows ; 
That  he  should  always  retain  the  most  grateful  remem- 
brance of  the  honour  this  day  done  him,  and  should  be  glad 
of  every  o|qioriunity  to  testify  his  real  regard  for  the  true 
interest  and  welfare  of  the  City  of  Bristol. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  the  address  to  be  read.  !: 
was  much  approved,  and  desired  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
An  attempt  to  oppose  it  was  then  made,  by  the  persons 
who  met  to  petition  the  preceding  day.  Their  Chairman, 
^Ir.  Hayes,  who  was  deputed  by  them  to  attend,  was 
heard  with  candour,  and,  in  reply,  was  informed  that,  as 
no  interruption  had  been  made  to  their  proceedings  the 
day  before,  it  was  expecteu  they  would  not  disturb  tjjis 
day's  meeting.  They,  notwithstanding,  continued  to  ob- 
struct in  a  very  indecent  manner ;  but  numbers  soon  pre- 
vailed, and  they  were  silenced.  The  address  was  signed, 
and  the  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  with  some  principal  citizens,  were 
requested  to  present  it  to  His  Majesty  in  the  most  respect- 
ful manner. 

The  address  was  immediately  signed  by  a  great  number 
of  citizens,  and  we  hear  that  it  will  be  left  in  the  Commit- 
tee-Room of  the  Tailors'  Hall  till  Monday  next,  froa; 
eleven  to  two  o'clock,  for  such  as  are  disposed  to  sign  it 
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Xarrnticc  of  Fads  mid  of  the  Proceedings  nspectitig  an 
Address  from  some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Buistol. 
A  "reat  niniiber  of  the  citizens  of  Bristol,  as  well  as 
mnny 'country  .i.'en!leii)en,  assembled  at  the  Guiliiliall,  on 
Thursday,  the  aSih  of  Sqjtember,  in  consequence  of  a 
publick  hut  anonymous  ad\eilisement,  requiring  their  at- 
tendance, in  order  to  address  His  Majesty  on  the  present 
conjuncture  of  affairs  between  Great  Britain  and  Ameri- 
ca. The  Chairman,  Charles  Holchkin,  Esq.,  late  Mayor, 
conducted  himself  in  a  most  unprecedented  and  partial 
manner,  by  refusin;,'  a  fair  and  candid  discussion  of  the 
subject.  In  justification  of  tlie  loyally  to  His  Majesty, 
tlie  respect  for  all  publick  constitutional  meetings,  the 
liearty  desire  to  see  a  happy  reconciliation  between  iireut 
Britain  and  her  Colonies,  and  the  earnest  endeavours  to 
accomplish  so  desirable  an  event  of  great  numbers  of  mer- 
chants, traders,  and  manufacturers,  and  others  who  attend- 
ed the  said  meeting,  whose  attachment  to  the  illustrious 
liouse  of  Hanover  has  never  been  suspected,  this  account 
is  published  to  the  world  of  the  proceedings  of  that  day, 
and  the  part  they  intended  to  have  acted. 

In  all  questions  to  be  determined  at  publick  meetings,  it 
has  been  always  understood  that  the  persons  present  have 
an  undoubted  right  to  determine  who  shall  be  Chairman  ; 
that  whenever  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  is  called  on  any 
]iublick  occasion,  the  persons  attending  such  meeting  ha\e 
an  unquestionable  right  to  canvass  and  discuss  every  mea- 
sure which  may  be  proposed  ;  that  it  is  the  business  of  ihe 
Chairman  to  attend  impartially  to  the  arguments  advanced 
by  the  contending  parties,  to  state  the  whole  with  candour, 
atid  then,  either  by  a  fair  show  of  hands,  or  by  a  division 
of  numbers,  to  declare  what  is  the  determination  of  such 
meeting. 

Impressed  with  these  ideas,  many  gentlemen  attended 
the  meeting  to  hear  this  important  affair  discussed  ;  when, 
to  their  astonishment,  Mr.  Hotchkin,  the  late  iNIayor,  on 
the  very  last  day  of  his  mayoralty,  and  not  acting  in  his 
corporate  capacity,  took  upon  himself  the  office  of  Chair- 
man, and  beliaveil  in  a  most  unbecoming,  partial  manner. 
Without  putting  the  question,  whether  it  was  the  resolu- 
tion to  address,  an  address  was  pioduced.  The  moment 
it  was  read,  without  asking  the  approbation  of  the  meet- 
ing, he  proceeded  to  sign  his  name.  Many  gentlemen 
present  attempted  to  declare  their  objections,  but  were,  by 
violent  outrages,  rudely  interrupted.  Mr.  Hotchkin's  inat- 
tention to  these  outrages  was  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of 
Ills  approbation.  He  took  no  pains  to  obtain  silence,  but, 
by  the  most  barefaced  partiality,  convinced  every  unpre- 
judiced mind  that,  having  failed  in  his  attempt  to  procure 
an  address  from  the  Corporation,  be  came  there  resolved 
to  accomplish  the  purposes  of  his  partisans,  whether  right 
or  wrong,  with  a  majority  or  without,  and  fully  determined 
to  put  no  one  question. 

After  the  address  bad  been  rc^ad,  it  was  objected  to,  as 
not  being  founded  on  facts,  and  as  leading  to  wiilen  the 
breach  between  this  Country  and  the  Colonies.  In  sup- 
port of  these  opinions,  arguments  were  attempted  to  be 
offered  with  calmness,  unmixed  with  party  or  party  rage. 
A  dutiful  and  loyal  petition  was  prepared  to  be  read  to 
them,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  a  very  respectable 
meeting  "of  merchants,  traders,  Sic,  held  the  preceding 
day,  at  the  Guildhall,  which  had  been  unanimously  agreed 
to  after  some  debate,  and  after  an  ample  discussion,  para- 
grajih  by  paragraph;  also,  several  resolutions  respecting  the 
importance  of  the  American  trade.  But  the  Chairman 
denied  them  the  liberty  of  presenting  the  resolutions,  or 
reading  the  petition,  as  well  as  prevented  any  objections 
being  made,  by  an  indecency  never  before  experienced 
in  any  publick  meeting  in  this  City. 

In  justification,  therefore,  of  the  character  of  those  gen- 
tlemen who  were  thus,  as  well  as  their  friends  and  fellow- 
citizens,  injuriously  treated,  these  facts  are  stated  to  the 
publick  at  iarge,  that  the  whole  Nation  may  be  acquainted 
with  the  surreptitious  manner  in  which  an  address  lias  been 
obtained  from  the  citizens  o(  Bristol,  falsely  dignified  with 
the  title  of  an  "  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Burgesses,  &c.,  at 
Guildhall  assembled  " — the  Mayor  not  being  in  his  cor- 
porate capacitij,  and  the  address  being,  in  a  great  measure, 
supported  by  country  gentlemen,  who  are  to  be  the  bearers 
of  it  to  His  Majesty,  and  who  liave  no  trading  connection. 


nor  are  even  residents  in  a  City,  the  far  greater  part  of 
whose  trade  is  dependant  on  the  Colonies.  It  was  not 
agreed  to,  but  opposed  ;  and  if  a  division  or  a  show  of 
hands  had  been  permitted,  there  is  very  little  doubt  but 
that  the  majority  would  have  been  against  an  address  of 
the  tenour  and  purport  of  that  which  has  been  thus  par- 
tially and  unjustifiably  obtained,  and  which  is  evident  from 
the  refusal  of  the  Chairman  and  the  gentlemen  about  him 
to  have  the  question  put. 

If  any  person  should  be  disposed  to  controvert  any  part 
of  the  above  narrative,  it  will  be  attested  by  several  mer- 
chants and  gentlemen  who  were  present. 


PF.TITION    rilOM    THE    t  ITY    OF    BRISTOL. 

Petition  presented  to  His  JMajesty  on  JVednesdaij,  the 
1 1  th  of  October,  from  the  City  of  Bristol,  by  Mr.  Burke, 
one  of  the  Representatives  of  that  City. 

To  the  King's  Most  Kicellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Petition  of  the  Merchants,  Traders,  Manu- 
facturers, and  others,  citizens  of  Buistol. 
^lay  it  please  your  Majesty  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  tlie 
merchants,  traders,  manufacturers,  and  others,  citizens  of 
Bristol,  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  the  throne  with 
the  most  respectful  assurances  of  our  unalterable  attach- 
ment and  affection  to  your  Majesty's  royal  person  and 
family,  and  of  our  unfeigned  zeal  for  the  support  of  your 
Government,  the  glory  of  your  reign,  and  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  your  once  united  and  flourishing,  but  now- 
most  unhappily  distracted  Empire. 

It  is  with  an  affliction  not  to  be  expressed,  and  with  the 
most  anxious  apprehensions  for  ourselves  and  posterity, 
that  we  behold  the  growing  distractions  in  America  threa- 
ten, unless  prevented  by  the  timely  interposition  of  your 
Majesty's  wisdom  and  goodness,  nothing  less  than  a  lasting 
and  ruinous  civil  war.  We  are  apprehensive  that,  if  the 
present  measures  are  adhered  lo,  a  total  alienation  of  the 
affections  of  our  fellow-subjects,  in  the  Colonies  will  ensue ; 
to  which  affection,  much  more  than  to  a  dread  of  any  jiow- 
er,  we  have  been  hitherto  indebted  for  the  inestimable 
benefits  which  we  have  derived  from  those  establishments. 
We  can  foresee  no  good  effects  to  the  commerce  or  reve- 
nues of  this  Kingdom,  at  a  future  period,  froni  any  victo- 
ries which  may  be  obtained  by  your  Majesty's  arms  over 
desolated  Provinces  and  an  exasperated  people.  From 
the  consequences  of  a  reverse  of  things,  in  the  course  c.f 
buman  events  not  impossible,  we  choose  to  avert  our  eyes. 
We  a|)i)reliend  that  none  can  profit  by  the  continuance  of 
this  war,  and  therefore  we  hojie  none  can  wish  it,  except 
those  Nations  who,  envious  of  the  diffusive  liberty  and  con- 
sequent power  and  jirosperity  of  your  Dominions,  are  the 
natural  enemies  of  Great  Britain. 

We  owe  a  testimony  of  justice  to  your  Colonies,  which 
is,  that  in  the  midst  of  the  present  distractions,  we  have 
received  many  unequivocal  proofs  that  our  fellow-subjects 
in  that  part  of  the  world  are  very  far  from  having  lost  their 
ancient  aflection  and  regard  to  their  Mother  Countrv,  or 
departed  from  the  jirinciples  of  commercial  honour  and 
jn-ivate  justice.  Notwithstanding  the  cessation  of  the  pow- 
ers of  Government  throughout  that  vast  Continent,  we  have 
reason  to  think,  judging  by  the  im])orts  into  this  City,  and 
by  our  extensive  correspondences,  that  the  commodities  of 
American  growth,  enumerated  by  acts  of  Parliament,  have 
been  as  regularly  brought  to  Great  Britain  as  in  the  most 
quiet  times.  We  assure  your  Majesty,  that  the  trade  of 
this  port,  and  the  subsistence  of  a  great  part  of  your  King- 
dom, have  depended  very  much  on  the  iionourable,  and, 
in  this  instinci',  amicable  behaviour  of  your  yJ/zic/vVow  sub- 
jects. We  have  in  this  single  City  received,  within  one 
year  from  the  (nsl  oi  September ,  1774,  more  than  one  mil- 
lion bushels  of  wheat,  to  say  nothing  of  the  great  (juaniilv 
of  other  valuable  commodities  essential  to  our  navigation 
and  commerce.  These  circumstances  we  humbly  beg 
leave,  with  the  utmost  deference,  to  submit  to  your  Ma- 
jesty's consideration,  in  order  to  show  that,  whenever  your 
royal  clemency  shall  exert  itself  in  behalf  of  your  Colonies, 
the  dispositions  on  their  part  to  peace  and  reconciliation 
are  by  no  means  so  unfavourable  as  many  persons,  from 
passion  or  misinformation,  may  possibly  suggest. 
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IS'o  part  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  can  wish  more  earn- 
estly to  preserve  the  constitutional  superiority  of  the  Bri- 
tish Legislature  over  all  parts  of  your  Doniinions  than  the 
citizens  of  J?mfo/.  But  they  are  convinced,  from  clear 
reason  and  severe  experience,  that  this  su|)eriority  can 
hardly  be  preserved  by  mere  force,  nor  without  acquiring 
the  confidence  and  cultivating  the  atiections  of  the  great 
and  numerous  people  who  inhabit  the  British  Plantations. 
We  humbly  conceive  that  this  authority  would  suffer  no 
diminution  in  the  least  prejudicial  to  it,  by  healing  con- 
cessions, by  the  relaxation  of  penal  statutes,  which  have 
been  found  ineffectual  for  their  purposes,  and  by  relin- 
quishing the  pursuit  of  an  object,  the  possible  attainment 
of  which,  under  any  circumstances  of  fortune,  may  admit 
of  the  most  serious  doubt.  On  the  contrary,  we  have 
reason,  although  things  have  been  carried  to  unfortunate 
lengths  of  hostility  on  both  sides,  to  hope  the  most  salu- 
tary effects  from  a  return,  under  your  Majesty's  provident 
and  sagacious  direction,  to  the  ancient  indulgent  and  happy 
usage  of  this  Kingdom,  witii  regard  to  its  Colonies. 

We  find  ourselves  under  an  indispensable  necessity  of 
making,  with  respectful  plainness,  this  dutiful  and  most 
faithful  representation  of  our  sentiments  to  your  Majesty, 
lest  it  might  be  supposed  that,  by  our  silence,  we  were 
consenting  to  the  opinions  and  wishes  for  coercive  proceed- 
ings, expressed  in  the  late  addresses  to  your  Majesty.  We 
assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  are  men  of  peaceful  disposi- 
tions; that  we  detest  the  thought  of  obtruding  on  your 
Majesty's  wisdom  and  clemency  any  sort  of  recommenda- 
tion of  force  and  rigour  against  any  part  of  your  people. 
That  we  who  have  long  flourished  by  an  amicable  inter- 
course with  the  Colonies  should  call  for  coercive  measures, 
as  the  probable  means  of  future  commerce,  would  not  only 
be  arrogant  and  presumptuous,  but  unnatural  and  ungrate- 
ful. No  experience  has  hitherto  taught  us  the  good  effects 
of  such  measures,  and  it  little  becomes  us  to  reconnnend 
violent  and  hazardous  proceedings.  We  must  always  look 
back  with  satisfaction  and  gratitude  to  that  period  of  your 
Majesty's  reign  when  a  prudent  concession  restored  tran- 
quillity and  conniierce  to  all  your  Majesty's  Dominions.  We 
trust  that,  after  having  humbly  entreated  the  exertion  of  your 
Majesty's  wisdom  for  reconciling  amicably  the  differences 
which  unhappily  subsist  among  your  subjects,  we  have 
cleared  ourselves  to  our  own  consciences,  and  acquitted 
ourselves  in  the  eyes  of  Almighty  God,  of  our  Sovereign, 
and  of  our  Country,  from  any  share  whatsoever  in  produ- 
cing the  calamities  which  the  present  proceedings,  so  inau- 
spiciously  begun,  may  yet  bring  upon  this  Nation. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  CITV  OF  BRISTOL. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Burgesses,  Clergy,  Freeholders, 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Bristol,  at  the  Guildhall 
assembled,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Charks  Hotchkin, 
Esq.,  late  Mayor;  John  Durbin,  Esq.,  late  Sheriff;  Rich- 
ard Combe,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Representatives  in  Parliament 
for  Aldborough,  in  Suffolk;  James  Laroche,  Esq.,  one  of 
the  Representatives  in  Parliament  for  Bodmijn;  Mattheiv 
Brickdale,  Esq.,  Thomas  Tyndall,  Est].,  John  Harcourt, 
Esq.,  Isaac  Elton,  the  younger,  Es{[.,  ll'illiam  Allies,  Esq., 
John  Crofts,  Esq.,  George  Daubenij,  Esq.,  Ji'illiain  Hart, 
Esq.,  John  Powell,  Esq.,   and   John    Taylor    J'aughan, 

^  '•'  To  the  Kings  Most  EralUnt  Dlajcsl!/. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  subjects,  the  Mayor,  Bur- 
gesses, Clergy,  Freeholders,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Bristol,  at  the  Guildhall  assembled,  beg  leave  to  address 
your  Majesty  on  the  present  conjuncture  of  affjiis  between 
Great  Britain  and  yoav  American  Colonies. 

With  gratitude  we  acknowledge  the  many  and  great 
blessings  we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  mild  and  auspicious 
government;  during  which,  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this 
ancient  and  loyal  City  have  increased  to  a  degree  unknown 
to  former  times,  to  be  attributed  only  to  the  wisdom  of 
your  Majesty's  Councils,  and  the  many  excellent  laws 
lately  passed  for  the  encouragement  of  those  inexhaustible 
sources  of  wealth. 

Truly  sensible  of  your  Majesty's  unwearied  endeavours 
for  the  support  of  the  religious  and  civil  rights  of  all  your 
subjects,  we  cannot  but  with  astonishment  behold  the  con- 
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duct  of  a  few  disappointed  men,  whose  sophistical  argu- 
inents  and  seditious  correspondence  have,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, been  the  occasion  of  deluding  your  American  subjects 
into  open  rebellion. 

As  British  subjects,  we  testify  our  abhorrence  of  this 
unnatural  rebellion  ;  and,  though  we  deeply  lament  the 
misfortunes  oui'  American  brethren  have  brought  upon 
themselves,  yet  we  cannot  but  express  our  warmest  wishes 
for  the  success  of  those  measures  your  Majesty  hath  adopt- 
ed in  support  of  the  legislative  authority  of  Great  Britain 
over  all  your  Dominions,  which  we  trust  will  now  be  per- 
manently established,  and  liojie  that  the  loyalty  which  pre- 
vails here  will  soon  convince  our  fellow-subjects  in  Ame- 
rica of  their  errour,  and  bring  them  back  to  a  just  sense 
of  their  duty  and  allegiance ;  this,  and  this  only,  can  restore 
them  to  your  Majesty's  favour,  and  to  that  flourishing  state 
they  so  long  have  and  still  might  have  enjoyed. 

May  your  Majesty's  Councils  ever  prevail  to  the  extir- 
pating of  licentiousness;  and,  by  a  firm  establishment  of 
real  liberty,  may  you  triumph  over  the  enemies  of  our  glo- 
rious Constitution,  and  long  continue  to  reign  over  a  free, 
united,  and  happy  people.  To  obtain  these  great  ends, 
we  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  utmost  assistance  and  sup- 
port, and  declare,  that  a  zealous  attachment  to  your  royal 
person  and  family,  a  veneration  of  the  laws,  and  an  ardent 
affection  for  order  and  good  government,  are  the  prlnci[)les 
which  direct  and  animate  oiu'  conduct. 

September  28,  1775. 


EXTRACT  OF  A   LETTER  FIIOM   A   GENTLEMAN  IN   LONDON   TO 
A  FRIEND   IN   THE   COLTNTRY,   DATED  SEPT.   27,    1775. 

My  opinion  is  not  a  whit  changed  from  what  it  was  last 
winter.  Ministers  and  Parliainents  cannot  alter  common 
sense.  A  majority  in  both  Houses  is  devoted  to  the  Min- 
ister, and  the  Minister  to  the  invisible  power  which  rules  in 
the  cabinet.  The  landed  interest  are  as  ignorant  as  the 
trading  interest  are  venal.  Hence  the  desire  of  the  coun- 
try gentlemen  to  tax  America,  and  hence  the  addresses  of 
several  Towns  to  pursue  the  war.  The  Ministers  promote 
and  receive,  with  a  greedy  pleasure,  these  addresses,  as 
they  equally  assist  in  imposing  upon  the  King,  and  keep- 
ing them  in  oflice.  A  few  circumstances  have  happened, 
which  the  mass  of  the  people  do  not  understand,  but  which 
men  of  disceinment  say  have  lulled  the  Kingdom  into  a 
most  fatal  errour.  The  loss  of  the  American  trade  has 
not  been  felt,  owing  to  the  large  orders  from  Sjfnin  for  the 
flota,  from  the  Baltick  and  Germany,  owing  to  the  peace 
between  i?uss/a  and  the  Porte,  and  the  troubles  in  Foland 
having  ceased.  These  orders  came  very  opportunely,  to- 
gether with  larger  remittances  from  America  than  usual. 
The  verv  considerable  quantity  of  grain  from  America,  and 
the  advanced  prices  of  oil  and  tobacco,  have  enabled  the 
Americans  (except  those  in  Boston)  to  discharge  their 
debts  this  year  better  than  formerly.  This  prodigious  in- 
flux of  money  has  been  placed  in  the  stocks  for  a  little 
temporary  interest,  (and  this  has  kept  up  the  funds,)  in 
expectation  that  the  American  trade  w^ill,  in  a  sliort  time, 
be  opened  again.  My  opinion  is,  that  the  American  trade 
will  never  be  opened  again  ;  that  the  Colonies  are  lost. 
Owinf;  to  the  temporary  orders  which  I  have  already  ex- 
plained, some  weak  people  persuade  themselves,  that  if  the 
American  trade  should  be  lost,  we  shall  not  suffer  by  it. 
How  ignorant  are  those  men!  Is  the  consumption  of  three 
millions  of  people  no  loss  ?  Such  men  deserve  no  notice. 
Time  alone  can  undeceive  them.  Six  months  from  this 
date,  this  Country  will  begin  to  awake,  and  not  sooner. 
Disputes  of  another  complexion  will  happen  next  summer, 
all  of  them  originating  in  this  ruinous  ^/Her?Vf;7!  war.  I  am 
confident  there  will  be  no  more  petitions  from  America, 
and  I  am  also  confident  that,  as  soon  as  the  Delegates  to 
the  Continental  Congress  are  informed  of  the  treatment 
their  petition  has  met  with,  a  system  of  civil  government, 
for  that  great  Country,  will  make  its  appearance,  that  peo- 
ple here  have  no  idea  of;  and  that  foreign  assistance,  which 
intelligent  men  know  very  well  was  offered  to  them  a  few 
months  ago,  will  be  accepted,  on  condition  of  granting  to 
that  foreign  Power  certain  exclusive  commercial  advan- 
tages. From  that  instant  Great  Britain  must  date  her 
dedine,  and  I  fear  her  downfall.  America  has  offered  to 
compromise  this  unhappy  difference.      She  wishes  most 
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ardently  for  a  reconciliai 


with  Great  Brilain.  But  such 
rs7he"'false  Volioy' of  tliis  unhappy  rei-n,  no  distinction 
seems  to  be  made  between  the  duty  ol  subjects  and  the 
condition  of  slaves.  America  is  ready  and  wilhng  to  sub- 
mit to  the  absolute  authority  of  Parliament  to  regulate  and 
control  her  trade  in  whatever  mode,  channel,  or  restriction, 
Parliament  shall  think  proper,  if  the  idea  of  taxation  is  to- 
tally done  away,  and  all  the  acts  since  1763  are  repealed. 
But  if  a  revenue  is  insisted  upon,  fix  a  sum  in  proportion 
to  what  is  raised  here,  and  she  will  pay  it,  provided  she 
may  have  an  open  trade,  because  she  can  buy  the  articles 
she  has  hitherto  bought  of  us  cheaper  elsewhere,  which 
will  enable  her  to  pay  the  required  sum.  In  a  word,  she 
will  give  us  either  trade  or  revenue,  but  not  both.  She 
asks  only  to  be  jHit  ujion  the  same  footing  with  ourselves. 
But  it  must  not  be.  The  resolution  at  St.  James's  is  against 
her.  Though  the  Court  is  not  a  little  embarrassed  by  the 
failure  of  the  Russian  negotiation,  apiilication  \vas  made 
for  twenty  thousand  Russians,  to  be  sent  to  America  in  the 
spring.  It  has  met  with  a  negative  at  Fctersburgh.  The 
idea  of  the  Bedford  party  is,  to  prosecute  a  littoral  war  in 
America  next  summer.  The  Fleet  and  Army  must  be 
supplied  with  provisions  from  Enfrland.  Retlect  for  a  mo- 
ment on  the  extreme  folly  of  making  Smithficld  the  sham- 
bles of  America.  The  Lord  Mayor  might  prevent  this. 
Every  jmund  of  mutton  <^eiit  to  America  costs  Government 
two  shillings  at  least.  How  long  can  the  landed  interest 
support  tins  expense?  Every  tax  has  been  continued 
(except  a  small  temporary  diminution  of  the  land  tax)  that 
su|)ported  the  late  glorious  war.  It  was  an  increase  of 
trade  that  enabled  us  to  bear  this  continuation  of  taxes. 
But  the  Elector  of  Hanover  may  possibly  get  money  by 
this  American  war.  If  five  Regiments  of  his  Troops  are 
taken  into  British  pay,  their  former  pay  out  of  the  reve- 
nues of  Hanover  is  saved  of  course,  and  goes  clear  into  his 
pocket.  He  got  a  hundred  thousand  Pounds  last  year  by 
the  job  of  Somerset  House.  Parliament  meets  to  grant 
money;  the  Ministers  cannot  go  on  without  it ;  they  have 
expended  every  shilling  of  last  year's  supplies.  There- 
fore it  was  called  so  early  that  there  might  be  no  stop  to 
carrying  on  the  American  war.     Asloiiishing  infatuation  ! 

COr.ONF.L     HF.NHY    LArilENS,    rUKSIDlONT     OF    THE    COUNriL 
OF   SAFETY,   TO   WILLIAM    HENRY   DRAYTON. 

CliLirlestown,  September  27,  1775. 

Sir:  On  Sandaij  last  we  received  your  letter  of  the  I7th, 
together  with  the  sundry  |)apers  which  you  refer  to ;  and 
iflCaptain  Wilson  is  detained  one  day  more,  we  will  send 
by  liiin  the  Declaration  and  Treaty,  to  be  printed  in  Lon- 
don; but  shall  defer  a  publication  here,  until  we  have  an 
opportunity  of  considering  the  propriety  of  such  a  measure 
in  your  presence;  wiiich,  we  suppose,  will  happen  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days. 

The  intelligenc'e  from  the  Clicrolcccs,  received  in  Mr. 
Wilkinsons  letter,  is  very  alarming.  We  hope  you  have 
sent  away  the  Good  Warriour  and  his  fellow-travellers  in 
.rood  humour ;  and  that  they  will  intluence  their  country- 
men to  remain  quiet,  and  give  us  time  to  discover  the  per- 
petrators of  the  murder  intimated  by  Mr.  Wilkinson.  In 
the  mean  time,  we  trust  that  you  have  taken  proper  mea- 
sures for  that  purpose. 

Le  Dcspcncer  packet  arrived  here  from  Falmouth,  with 
advices  from  London,  to  the  3(1  oi  August.  Accounts  in 
brief  arc,  that  Administration  were  sending  more  troojis 
and  ships  to  America,  determined  to  persevere  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  plan.  General  Gage,  in  his  account  of  the 
Bunker  Hill  affair,  on  the  17th  .June,  transmitted  to  Lord 
Dartmouth,  owns  about  one  thousand  and  fifty-six  of  the 
King's  Troops  killed  and  wounded  ;  and  his  number  of 
ollicers  rather  exceeds  our  early  advices.  We  have  heard 
nothing  since  the  first  of  Aarrmt  from  our  Delegates. 
By  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety: 

Hknuv  Lauukns,  President. 
The  Hon.  William  Henry  Drai/ton,  Emj.,  at  the  Camp, 
Ninety- Sir.  

extract  of  a  letter  from  marvlanii. 
Our  As-ociation  is  very  generally  signed,  and  still  acts 
as  a  powerful  emetick  to  our  Tories.     They  always  ex- 
pressed a  firm  resolution  never  to  submit  to  taxation  by 


the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.     The  spirit,  the  essence 
of  our  Association  is  to  oppose  the  force  employed  by  the 
Ministry  to  tax  Americans,  and  to  compel  a  submission  to 
the  power  of  i-*arliament  to  alter  the  essentials  of  our  Pro- 
vincial Constitutions.     If  the  first  be  admitted,  we  have  no 
property;  if  the  latter  be  submitted  to,  we  have  no  liberty. 
Our  Tories,  with  liberty  in  their  mouths  and  a  profession 
of  regard  to  their  Country,  and  a  denial  of  any  right  in  Par- 
liament to  tax  America,  constantly  opposed  every  measure 
adopted  by  this  Province  to  obtain  a  redress  of  our  griev- 
ances. No  mode  could  meet  with  their  approbation  and  con- 
currence.    Tliey  found  fault  with  every  scheme  proposed, 
but  never  offered  a  substitute.    Our  commercial  opposition 
should   have  been  confined  only  to  a  |)artial  non-importa- 
tion.     Indeed,  the  head  of  them,  The  Author  of  the  Con- 
siderations, was  only  for  a  petition  to  the   King;  every 
thing  beyond  that  was,  in  his  opinion,  folly  and  madness. 
To  withhold  and  delay  payment  of  our  debts  to  British 
merchants  only  till  redress  of  grievances,  was  deemed  by 
them  dishonest  and  villanous.     Such  was  the  language  of 
a  celebrated  protest  drawn  by  Lloijd  Dulanij,  and  a|)proved 
by  The  Author  of  the  Considerations.    The  resolutions  of 
our  Convention  last  December,  to  arm  and  to  prepare  to 
defend  our  liberties,  were   likewise   opposed ;   they  were 
styled  rash  and  violent;  the  advisers  of  those  prudent  and 
salutary  measures  were  called  weak,  wicked,  and  designing 
men.     The  Author  of  the  Considerations,  and  his  broiher 
Lloyd,  the  head  of  our  protestors,  refused  to  contribute 
any  thing  towards  the  purchase  of  arms  and  ammunition. 
Our  Association  has  driven  almost  the  whole  family  of  the 
Dulanys  from  our  Province.     Lloyd  took  his  flight  in  the 
Annapolis,  the  first  of  the  month.     The  son  of  the  Secre- 
tary deserted  a  few  weeks  before.     The  father,  under  pre- 
tence of  a  journey  for  health,  is  gone  to  the  northward  ; 
and,  it  is  probable,  will  not  return  to  his  native  Province, 
where   he  is  universally   (except   by  Scotch  factors   and 
some  of  the  officers  of  Government)  despised  and  detest- 
ed.   You  know  he  was  the  adviser  and  defender  of  a  Pro- 
clamation Issued  by  Government  to  regulate  and  establish 
the  fees  of  office — the  very  fees  which  the  Delegates  of  the 
people  refused  to  continue.    Though  he  wrote  ably  against 
the  right  of  Parliament  to  tax  this  Country,  and  then  it 
was  his  interest  to  prevent  the  exercise  of  a  power  which 
would  certainly  diminish,  if  not  destroy,  the  emoluments  of 
his  ofiice  of  Secretary,  yet  he  obstinately  persevered,  against 
his  better  judgment,  to  justify  a  right  in  Government  to 
establish  the  fees  of  officers.     His  duplicity  of  conduct,  as 
to  our  clergy,  will  long  be  remembered.     His  nephew-, 
Daniel  Dulany,  son  of  Walter,  has  also  taken  his  flight. 
He  aftl'cted  a  freedom  of  language,  and  even  enrolled  in 
our  Militia  ;  but  appearances  would  no  longer  avail ;  he 
could  not  swallow  our  test.     The  few  Scotchmen  among 
us,  who  have  acted  with  spirit  and  joined  us,  are  in  great 
esteem.      Many  are  gone  to  Great  Britain;  the  rest  will 
probably  take  their  residence  in  Virginia,  since  their  ex- 
emption there  from  bearing  arms.     We  will  not  censure, 
but  we  cannot  imitate  their  conduct.     Our  common  toast 
is,  a  fi'ee  exportation  to  Scotchmen  and  Tories.      Would  it 
not  be  best  to  have  one  general  test  for  all  America  1     I 
make  no  doubt  you  have  several  enemies  among  you  ;  pray 
find  some  mode  to  ferret  them  out,  as  we  have  done.    We 
will  not  harbour  your  Tories.      Wb  wish  ours  may  not  be 
rcceised  amongst  you. 


address  of  the  MANAOKUS  of  the  united  COMPANY  OF 
PHILADELrillA  FOR  I'llOMOTINCi  AMERICAN  MANLFAC- 
■niKKS. 

To  the  Inhahitants  of  this  Province: 

The  great  reason  that  there  was  to  apprehend  that, 
through  the  infatuation  and  obstinacy  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, the  Non-Importation  and  Non-Exportation  Agree- 
ment of  these  Colonies  would  continue  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  ihe  great  distress  that  might  consequently  ensue, 
unless  some  means  were  devised  to  give  employment  to  the 
necessitous,  together  with  the  advantage  that  would  arise 
to  the  publick  if^  manufactories  could  be  established  amongst 
us,  were  considerations  which  induced  us  to  make  the  ex- 
periment;  and  although  at  first  we  met  with  difficulties, 
owing  chiefly  to  our  inexperience,  we  have  now  the  plea- 
sure to  inform  you,  that  we  are  thoroughly  convinced  of  the 
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utiiily  of  this  institution  ;  tliat  it  is  practicable,  and  may  be 
profitable,  not  only  to  the  persons  who  are  actually  employed 
in  labour,  but  to  the  contributors  themselves  ;  and,  in  order 
to  render  it  still  more  extensively  useful,  we  are  extremely 
desirous  that  the  company  may  be  enlarged,  and  that  every 
person  who  can  conveniently  spare  the  small  sum  of  ten 
Pounds  would  become  a  proprietor.  There  are  now  up- 
wards of  four  hundred  persons  in  employment,  which 
numbers  are  daily  increasing;  and  nothing  is  now  wanting 
but  capital  stock,  tocairy  on  a  very  extensive  trade. 

As  the  iidiabilants  of  this  Province  are  distinguished  for 
humanity,  if  there  was  no  other  motive  but  the  employ- 
ment of  the  poor,  it  must  be  a  strong  incitement  to  join 
the  company  ;  but  when  private  interest,  charity  to  the 
poor,  and  the  publick  good,  unitedly  urge  us  thereto,  who 
that  has  ability  can  refuse  ?  Pei'sons  of  experience  in  the 
linen  branch  assure  us  that  our  climate  is  much  more 
favourable  than  either  Enghmil  ov  Irdajuljinui  that  nothing 
is  wanting  to  carry  on  mantifacloiies  very  extensively,  but 
experienced  woikmen,  and  a  disposition  in  [he  people  to 
promote  the  design. 

As  the  bleaching  of  linen  is  a  material  part  of  the  manu- 
facture, we  may  inform  the  publick  that  there  is  a  genile- 
iiian  now  in  this  City,  who  has  been  bred  to  the  busi- 
ness, a  man  of  character  and  abilities,  who,  if  suflicient 
encouragement  should  be  given,  will  soon  establish  a  bluach- 
field. 

Such  as  incline  to  become  subscribers  to  the  manufactory 
are  desired  to  call  at  the  Factory-House,  in  Market  Street, 
at  the  corner  of  2^inth  Street  or  at  the  London  Coftee- 
House,  where  articles  will  be  left  for  tliem  to  sign. 


PhiladHphia,  September  27,  1775. 

Address  generally  agi-eed  to  by  the  Privates  of  upwards 
of  thirty  Companies  belonging  to  this  City  and  Districts, 
and  presented  to  their  Officers  by  the  General  Committee 
of  the  Privates  of  said  Companies,  being  in  consequence 
of  an  application  from  the  Officers  to  know  their  reasons 
for  refusing  to  sign  the  Military  Articles  delivered  out  by 
the  Committee  of  Safety ;  which  Address  was  presented 
by  the  Officers,  this  day,  to  the  Honourable  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

Gextlemkn'  ;  At  this  time  of  difficulty  and  danger, 
when  our  privileges  are  attacked  by  a  powerful  enemy, 
and  the  best  blood  on  the  Continent  is  daily  spilling  in 
their  defence,  we  deem  any  attempt  to  weaken  or  destroy 
the  principles  on  which  we  have  associated  to  be  subver- 
sive of  our  liberties,  and  unbecoming  any  well-wisher  to 
America,  and  are  determined  to  the  utmost  of  our  power 
to  oppose  it.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that 
the  objections  we  make  to  signing  the  rules  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  proceed  from  no  such  principle,  but  from 
a  sincere  desire  to  promote  and  encoLU-age  tlie  Associa- 
tion. 

We  conceive  it  to  be  contrary  to  the  true  end  and  in- 
tention of  legislation,  ibr  any  body  of  n)en,  claiming  legis- 
lative authority,  to  make  any  laws  which  shall,  under  heavy 
penalties,  oblige  one  part  of  the  conmuinity  to  the  perform- 
ance of  duties  of  the  utmost  difficulty  and  danger,  while 
it  exempts  another  part  of  the  said  community  fioin  the 
performance  of  them,  though  the  party  exempted  is  to 
reap  equal  advantages  by  the  performance  with  those  who 
are  obliged  to  perlorm  them.  This  principle,  we  conceive,  is 
destructive  of  the  end  and  design  of  civil  society  ;  for  we 
have  been  taught  to  believe  that,  in  a  free  State,  no  man 
is  above  the  laws ;  but  that  even  the  Kings  of  fiee  Coun- 
tries are  as  much  under  llie  dominion  of  the  laws  as  the 
meanest  of  their  subjects;  and  that  the  true  distinction 
between  liberty  and  despotism  consists  in  this :  that  in  a 
free  State  every  member  thereof  is  subject  to  every  law  of 
the  land  ;  but  m  despotick  States  one  part  is  bound,  whilst 
the  other  is  hee,  and  by  this  means  the  |)arty  bound  is 
always  considered  as  slaves  to  the  party  which  is  free. 

We  conclude,  therefore,  that  the  law,  which  equally 
binds  every  member  of  the  community,  be  it  ever  so 
severe,  has  its  origin  in  freedom,  and  may  safely  be  sub- 


mitted to  by  fre 


;  but  the  law  which  bears  hard 


upon 


or  binds  one  part  of  the  community  to  the  performance  of 
difficult  and  dangerous  services,  while  it  exempts  another 
part,  though  both  are  to  be  equally  benefited  by  said  ser- 


vices, has  its  origin  in  despotism,  and  ought  never  to  be 
submitted  to  by  freemen. 

This  being  premi-ed,  we  proceed  to  lay  before  you  our 
objections  against  the  present  articles,  drawn  up  by  the 
Comminee  of  Safety. 

1st.  Because,  as  the  Continental  Congress  has  recom- 
tnended  that  a  General  Association  of  all  alile-bodied,  effect- 
ive men,  between  sixteen  and  fifty  years  of  age,  in  each 
Colony,  should  take  |)lace,  so  we  judge  it  very  imprudent 
to  sign  any  military  laws  until  that  measure  is  come  into. 
And  we  cannot  help  hinting,  that  the  attempting  to  iiave 
such  laws  signed  before  the  other  takes  place,  looks  as  if 
there  was  a  design  to  make  the  present  Associators  a  kind 
of  regular  army  of  defence  for  the  whole  Province,  as  the 
gentlemen  who  made  the  rules  seem  to  claim  to  themselves 
the  right  of  calling  out  any  or  all  of  the  present  Associa- 
tors, and  of  putting  them  on  pay;  which,  if  once  submitted 
to,  the  rules  will  enable  them  to  keep  us  in  that  condition 
as  long  as  they  please,  or  subject  us  to  martial  law  in  case 
of  refusal.  This,  we  apprehend,  has  a  direct  tendency  to 
prevent  a  general  association  ;  as  the  present  Associators, 
if  the  rules  are  once  signed,  must  march  forth,  and,  as 
long  as  they  can  stand,  defend  the  whole  Province.  Let 
a  general  association  take  place,  according  to  the  resolve 
of  the  Congress,  and  then  we  pledge  ourselves,  that  we 
will  show  a  sufficient  degree  of  readiness  to  join  our  bre- 
thren in  every  measure  necessary  for  repelling  every  hostile 
invader,  and  establishing  our  inestimable  privileges  on  the 
most  lasting  foundation. 

2d.  Because  we  look  upon  standing  armies  as  danger- 
ous to  the  liberties  of  mankind,  we  refuse  to  subscribe  any 
laws  which  may  put  it  hereafter  in  the  power  of  any  num- 
ber of  men  to  make  use  of  us  as  such.  Nevertheless, 
though  we  have  expressed  our  dislike  of  standing  armies, 
and  are  unwilling  to  put  the  Province  to  any  needless  ex- 
pense, yet,  as  the  present  stoppage  of  trade  will  necessarily 
throw  many  poor  people  out  of  bread,  and  as  we  are  bound 
in  duty  and  humanity  to  provide  for  such,  we  should  think 
tlie  most  decent  and  useful  way  of  doing  it  would  be  to 
enlist  such,  on  pay  for  six  months,  as  will  voluntarily  offer, 
at  the  end  of  which  they  may  be  retained  or  discharged, 
as  the  state  of  our  affairs  may  make  it  expedient,  provided 
the  persons  so  enlisted  and  continued  have  libeity,  at  the 
end  of  each  year,  to  renew  their  enlistment,  or  demand 
their  discharge,  which  shall  be  granted,  unless  they  at  the 
time  are  commanded  or  have  notice  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  to  march  against  a  common  enemy. 

od.  Because  we  know  of  no  right  which  our  Assembly 
has  to  invest  any  body  of  men  with  legislative  authority  ; 
this  being  an  unalienable  essential  right,  belonging  to  the 
whole  body  of  the  freemen  of  which  the  society  is  consti- 
tuted. We  therefore  conceive  it  to  be  a  new  and  unheard 
of  exertion  of  power,  inconsistent  with  the  trust  reposed  in 
them  by  their  constituents,  and  erecting  a  dangerous  pre- 
cedent ii  submitted  to,  as  the  body  thus  invested  is  not 
subject  to  the  control  of,  or  liable  to  be  called  to  an  ac- 
count by  the  people. 

4lh.  Because,  if  on  any  emergency  we  should  permit 
our  Representatives  to  exercise  such  a  power,  while  con- 
fined to  their  own  body,  yet  we  conceive  that  they  have 
no  right  to  invest  any  one  not  of  their  body  witli  such  a 
trust,  unless  by  the  express  direction  of  the  freemen  at  large. 

5il].  Because  no  representative  body  has  a  right  to 
make,  nor  will  we  ever  submit  to  the  operation  of  any 
military  law  made  by  our  Assembly,  but  such  as  equally 
extends  to  every  inhabitant  of  the  whole  Province,  except 
on  the  following  condition,  viz  : 

"  If  at  any  time  an  exemption  from  the  operation  of  any 
law  be  judged  proper  and  necessary,  let  the  terms  of  ex- 
emption be  fairly  and  fully  expressed  ;  let  the  mulct  or 
fines,  if  any  there  be,  be  proportioned  to  each  man's  pro- 
perty, and  then  let  every  man  have  the  liberty  to  submit 
to  the  law,  or,  by  paying  according  to  tl-e  terms  of  exemp- 
tion, to  be  free  of  its  operation." 

Thus  far,  we  apprehend,  the  partiality  of  the  articles 
hath  constrained  us  to  object;  and  we  sliould  most  cer- 
tainly be  wanting  to  ourselves,  and  to  the  rights  of  man- 
kind in  general,  if  we  did  not,  with  honesty,  freedom,  and 
sincerity,  exhibit  our  inmost  sentiments  to  the  present  le- 
gislators of  Pennsylvania,  men  who,  we  trust,  will  ever 
rejoice  to  hear  the  voice  of  their  constituents. 
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NORTHAMPTON   COUNTY   (PENNSYLVANIA)   COMMITTEE. 

The  inhabitants  of  liie  several  Townships  in  the  Coun- 
ty o{  Northampton  met  on  tlie  •27lh  of  September,  177.3, 
and  elected,  by  ballot,  the  following  persons  as  Committee- 
Men  for  their  respective  Townships,  viz;  Lctvis  Gordon, 
Abraham  Arndt,  Thomas  Sillyman ,  Henry  Latralt,  Chris- 
topher Wagner,  John  Bcil,  Jacob  Mornj,  David  Dcshlcr, 
Peter  Rhoads,  John  Grccsemer,  John  Uei:cl,  Andrew 
Englemen,  Daniel  Knows,  John  Hartman,  Thomas  Everet, 
John  Hunsackcr,  John  Salt,  George  Gilbert,  JSiegel 
Gray,  Feter  Anthony,  William  Beck,  Jacob  Hubkr, 
Benjamin  Dcpuy,  Godfrey  Grecnswich,  liobcrt  Levers, 
Nicholas  Dcpuy,  Jacobus  J'angarda,  and  James  f'ano- 
ken. 

At  the  same  time,  the  following  persons  were  chosen  a 
Comniiliee  of  Correspondence,  to  wit:  Lewis  Gordon, 
Christopher  Wagner,  Jacob  Morry,  Thomas  Sillyman, 
and  Henry  Lawall.  

Now.York,  September  27,  177.-). 

We  hear  from  Dutchess  County,  that  on  Saturday,  the 
I6tli  instant,  James  Smith,  Esq.,  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  that  County,  was  very  handsomely  tarred 
and  feathered,  for  acting  in  open  contempt  of  the  Resolves 
of  the  County  Committee,  as  was  Cocn  Smith,  of  said 
place,  for  the  like  behaviour;  they  were  carted  five  or  six 
miles  into  the  country.  The  Judge  undertook  to  sue  for 
and  recover  the  arms  taken  from  the  Tories  by  order  of 
said  Committee,  and  actually  committed  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee, who  assisted  at  disarming  the  Tories,  which  enraged 
tlie  people  fo  much,  that  they  rose  and  rescued  the  pri- 
soner, and  poured  out  their  resentment  on  this  villanous 
retailer  of  the  law.  

JOHN    N.    BI.EKCKER  TO   NEW-YORK   CONOIIESS. 

Albany,  September  27,  1775. 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  that  it  was  some  time  ago 
resolved,  in  Congress,  that  all  those  who  had  any  demands 
for  publick  charges  on  that  body,  should  lay  a  state  of  their 
accounts  before  them,  or  the  Committee  of  Inspection  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  auditing  accounts  ;  in  consequence 
of  wliicli,  I  enclose  you  an  account  of  provisions,  stores,  bag- 
gage, Sic,  forwarde'd  from  Albany  to  Fort  George,  speci- 
fying by  whom  sent,  and  what  kind  of  carriage  ;  also,  an 
account  of  stores  and  provisions  purchased,  and  otlier  ex- 
penses for  services  performed,  &c.,  for  which  the  ])articular 
accounts  are  likewise  enclosed,  which  I  request  may  be 
returned,  after  being  examined,  to  Abraham  Yates,  Feter 
Sylvester,  and  Henry  Glen,  Esquires.  You  have  also  a 
general  account,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  a  balance  is 
due  to  wagoners,  teamsters,  ike,  SiC,  of  fourteen  liundred 
and  ninety-eight  Pounds,  fifteen  Shillings  and  five  Pence, 
for  which  sum  I  have  this  day  drawn  on  you,  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Matties  Arncst,  and  hope  my  draft  will  be  honoured. 
Several  |)ersons,  from  whom  the  provisions,  Sec,  have  been 
bought,  complain  of  a  delay  in  payment,  and  often  intimate 
that  they  arc  in  want  of  money;  that  they  could  long  since 
have  had  cash,  had  they  sold  their  provisions  to  others  ; 
and  the  wagoners  and  teamsters  also  express  their  uneasi- 
ness at  the  want  of  their  dues,  and  ))lainly  say  that  they 
are  and  have  been  deceived  with  fair  promises,  which  I 
have  indeed  often  been  forced  to  make  use  of,  in  order  to 
induce  them  to  load,  by  telling  them  that  they  would  all 
be  paid  olF  before  the  end  ol'  August  last.  With  respect 
to  the  carjienters,  they  are  also  in  anxious  expectation  of 
being  paid  ;  some  having  large  families  to  maintain,  and 
nothin"  wherewith  to  purchase  the  common  necessaries  of 
life. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  lumiblo  servant, 

.IdiiN  N.  Ulkeckkr. 
To  Peter  V.  B.  lAvinsston. 


Dorchester,  ^epli'riiher  '2i,  Lii..i. 

To  the  Honourable  Board  of  Counsellors  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  in  General  Assembly  noiv  sitting  in  Watertown. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Company  of  Foot  raised  in  the 
Town  of  Worcester,  and  now  in  the  Continental 
Army,  in  the  Regiment  whereof  Jonathan  Ward, 
Esq.,  is  Colonel,  together  with  the  principal  pari  of 


said  Regiment,  being  raised  out  of  the  County  o/ Wor- 
cester, humbly  sheiveth  : 

That  the  said  Town  and  County  have  been  intolerably 
infested  with  a  cruel  and  merciless  set  of  Tories,  who 
exerted  all  their  wit,  sophistry,  and  influence,  to  proselyte 
slaves  to  the  sujireme  legislative  power  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, and  to  disconcert  every  method  used  by  the  wise 
and  zealous  friends  of  the  free,  happy,  and  most  noble 
Constitution  of  the  Empire,  and  discovered  a  most  merci- 
less, inimical  temper  towards  our  Provincial  and  Colony 
Charters,  styling  the  sons  of  freedom,  or  friends  to  the 
Constitution,  rebels  and  traitors,  and  menacing  death  and 
cruel  tortures  as  their  just  and  remediless  portion. 

That  when  the  bloody  era  commenced,  and  the  brave 
appeared  in  arms  to  defend  their  invaluable  rights  against 
Troops  forujed,  posted,  and  ordered  to  massacre  all  that 
would  not  submit  to  their  merciless  decrees,  and  all  Ame- 
rica, with  one  heart  and  voice,  cordially  united  to  take  up 
arms,  as  their  dernier  resort,  for  their  defence,  then  these 
hardy  wretches  trembled  ;  some  confessed,  and  like  vermin 
crawling  among  the  roots  of  vegetables,  endeavouring  to 
secrete  themselves,  while  tliey  are  a  nuisance  to  the  cause 
of  justice  and  judgment ;  or  in  sheep's  clothing  secretly 
watching  for  prey  to  gratify  their  voracious  appetites,  or 
availing  themselves  of  the  good  opinion  of  the  prudent, 
ascend  into  places  of  power  or  profit,  and  rendered  capa- 
ble of  acting  their  predecessor  Judas's  jiart,  when  oppor- 
tunity favours  their  design,  betray  the  good  cause  with  all 
hail  !  and  a  hypocritical  kiss. 

That  others  fled  to  Boston,  there  to  advise  and  act  as 
open  and  avowed  enemies  to  their  brethren,  encouraging 
the  disheartened  and  chagrined  Troops  to  all  merciless  acts 
of  violence  and  bloody  scenes,  stimulating  the  British 
JMinistry  and  all  the  tools  of  tyranny  to  pursue  their  bloody 
decrees  with  all  vengeance  upon  us;  by  which  means,  in 
our  humble  opinion,  they  have  forfeited  all  right  to  Ame- 
rican property,  and  even  their  lives,  with  every  aggrava- 
tion of  guilt,  as  did  ever  a  bloody  set  of  merciless  robbers 
or  desperate  pirates. 

That  as  some  of  those  vermin,  or  worse,  emissaries  of 
tyranny,  are  crawling  out  of  Boston  to  their  forfeited  seats 
at  Worcester,  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that  either  their 
expectations  fail,  and  therefore  would  gladly  return  to  their 
former  seats  and  profits,  until  a  more  fa\ourable  opportunity 
presents  to  carry  their  evil  machinations  into  execution  ;  or 
they  are  contriving  by  degrees  to  slide  back  to  their  seats, 
and  there  to  avail  themselves  of  the  good  opinion  of  the 
])eople,  in  order  to  play  their  parts  to  divide  and  subdivide, 
or  by  some  methods  weaken  our  union,  or  to  form  some 
diabolical  |)lan  for  the  Ministry  to  save  the  supremacy  of  Par- 
liament, under  some  soft,  sophistical,  reconciliatory  terms. 

Wherefore,  we,  your  humble  memorialists,  entreat  your 
honours  not  to  suffer  any  of  those  who  return  (however 
humble  and  penitent  they  may  appear)  to  go  at  large  or 
return  to  their  former  seats,  or  even  to  be  so  far  favoured 
as  to  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  Worcester,  but  treat 
them  as  they  deserve,  enemies  in  a  superlative  degree; 
confine  them  close,  and  render  them  incapable  of  doing 
harm  ;  or  return  them  to  Boston,  their  favourite  asylum. 

Your  honours'  petitioners  cannot  but  flatter  themselves 
with  a  most  sanguine  expectation  of  this  so  rational  a 
re(|uest  being  fully  granted,  especially  as  we  are  risking 
our  lives  in  our  Country's  cause.  It  must  greatly  disliearten 
us  to  hear  our  most  notorious  enemies  are  tolerated  and 


winked  at,  while  on  the  other  hand  we  find  no 


necessity  to 


pray  to  our  Commander-in-Chief  for  a  detachment  to  ap- 
prehend and  confine  enemies,  who  are  secured  properly  by 
our  civil   fathers,  under  whose  jurisdiction   theyapijear; 
and,  thus  encouraged,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray,  iic. 
Jonathan  Ward,  Colonel,       "j 
Eben.  Cleveland,  Chaplain,      In   behalf 
Skth  Washbitkn,  ('(;^(/r(/rt,       V     of  the 
Luke  Drury,  Captain,  Regiment. 

John  Smith,  Lieutenant,         J 
And  presented  to  the   honoiu'able   Board,  by  Colonel 
Hard,  Captain  IVashburn,  and  Captain  31illcn. 

ADDRESS  OF   THE   BOROUGH   OF   WARWICK. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  Burgesses, 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Warivick,  presented  to 
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His  Majesty  by  the  Hon.  Robert  Fulke  Grcevillc,  one  of 
their  Representatives  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  31ost  Excelltnt  Majesty. 
May  it  please  your  Majesty  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  Burgesses,  and  Inhabitants 
of  the  Borouirh  of  Warwick,  unbiased  by  party,  unawed 
by  faction,  and  not  blinded  by  false  patriotism,  but  actuated 
by  a  dutiful  and  sincere  regard  for  your  Majesty's  person, 
arising  from  the  clearest  conviction  of  your  Majesty's  earn- 
est wishes  and  endeavours  to  ])romote  the  prosperity  of 
Great  Britain,  humbly  presume  to  address  your  Majesty, 
with  hearts  replete  with  gratitude  for  the  innumerable  bless- 
in<^s  which,  through  Providence,  and  the  wisdom  and  mild- 
ness of  your  Majesty's  Government,  we  now  enjoy. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  concern  we  see  the  acts  of  the 
British  Legislature  coutenmed  and  opposed  by  many  of 
your  Majesty's  subjects  in  North-America,  through  the 
incitement  and  misrepresentation  of  artful,  designing,  and 
seditious  men,  both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  who,  under  the 
specious  pretext  of  |)reserving  the  liberty  of  the  jjeople, 
are  aiming  at  a  total  subversion  of  all  law  and  good  nov- 
ernment,  and  consuijuently  introducing  the  wt)rst  ol'  tyran- 
nies. 

And  we  cannot  but  sincerely  lament  that  they  have  so 
far  succeeded,  under  the  cloak  of  mock  patriotism,  as  to 
incite  numbers  of  your  Majesty's  American  subjects  to  be 
guilty  of  open  rehcUion. 

We  therefore  think  we  should  but  ill  deserve  the  appel- 
lation o(  Englishmen,  if  we  refrained  from  declaring,  to  our 
Sovereign  and  to  the  world,  our  utter  abhorrence  of  the 
authors  and  abetters  of  such  outrageous  and  traitorous 
proceedings. 

And,  at  this  alarming  crisis,  we  consider  ourselves 
obliged,  as  loyal  subjects,  and  real  friends  to  the  true  in- 
terest of  Great  Britain,  and  its  inestimable  Constitution,  to 
assure  your  Majesty,  that,  as  the  lenient  treatment  of  yoiu' 
Majesty's  infatuated  and  misled  subjects  in  America  has 
been  insufficient  to  induce  and  prevail  on  them  to  return 
to  their  reason  and  allegiance,  we  apprehend  compulsory 
and  effectual  methods  are  not  only  justifiable  in  law  and 
conscience,  but  absolutely  expedient  to  be  exerted  with 
vigour  and  resolution. 

And  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will, 
with  alacrity  and  spirit,  support,  to  the  utmost  of  our 
ability,  such  measures  as  your  Majesty  shall  think  proper 
to  pursue  for  enforcing  and  maintaining  obedience  to  the 
laws  in  every  part  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions  ;  entirely 
confiding  in  your  Majesty's  goodness,  because  we  are  fully 
satisfied  that,  upon  this  important  occasion,  every  plan 
which  your  Majesty  shall  adopt  will-  be  so  judiciously  con- 
certed, and  wisely  directed,  that  it  will  preserve  the  free- 
dom of  the  Constitution  inviolate,  and  advance  the  honour 
and  prosperity  of  this  Kingdom. 

Given  under  our  hands,  and  the  common  seal  of  the 
Borough  of  IVarwick,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

General  Post-Offico,  London,  September  28,  n?.'). 

A  mail  will  be  despatched  from  hence  on  Wednesday 
next,  iar  New-York,  and  also  one  for  Charlcstown;  after 
which,  there  will  be  no  regular  conveyance  for  Letters  from 
this  oftice  to  North-America  :  but  whenever  a  packet  may 
be  despatched  to  any  part  of  the  Continent,  jiroper  notice 
will  be  given. 


HENRY   WISNKU  TO   NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  September  28,  1775. 

Gentlemen;  By  the  first  safe  opportunity  I  send  you 
the  thirty-two  articles  of  agreement  for  the  due  regulation 
and  government  of  the  Associators  in  the  Colony  of  Pcnn- 
sylvanin. 

I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  let  me  know,  as  quick  as 
possible,  whether  the  saltpetre  has  arrived  from  Connecticut, 
that  your  Committee  of  Safety  informed  me  of  a  few  days 
ago,wl',en  last  in  Town;  also,  if  any  accounts  from  that  which 
was  expected  another  way.  I  want  to  send  to  the  work- 
men as  quick  as  possible,  but  dare  not  send  till  I  can  get 
some  saltpetre,  at  least  a  few  hundred  weight. 


I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  assured  friend  and  very  humble 
servant,  Henry  Wisner. 

To  John  Haring  awl  John  McKesson,  Esquires. 

Philadelphia,  September  30,  1773. 

Gentlemen  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  the  military  articles 
delivered  out  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony 
of  Pennsylvania.  After  I  had  wrote  the  enclosed  letter,  I 
found  that  the  Associators  generally  refused  signing,  and 
that  they  had  printed  their  reasons  for  so  doing.  I  then 
thought  best  to  wait  till  I  could  send  both  together,  which 
I  hope  may  apologize  for  my  not  sending  sooner.  It  is 
some  matter  of  doubt  with  me,  whether  our  people  will  be 
prevailed  on  to  sign  them.  I  rather  think  they  will  not. 
However,  you  will  be  the  best  judges  of  that,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  so  doing,  if  it  may  be  done. 

I  beg  you  to  send  me  an  answer  to  that  part  of  the 
enclosed  letter  that  relates  to  saltpetie,  as  i]uick  as  possible. 
Direct  my  letlers  to  the  care  of  llHliam  11  ill,  in  the  corner 
of  Second  anc:  Arch  Streets,  if  you  deliver  it  to  Henry 
Hill,  Pewterer,  in  New-York,  he  will  send  it,  as  he  very 
h-equeiuly  corresponds  with  his  brother. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

Henry  Wisnek. 

general  woosterto  general  w asm  iniiton. 

Sir:  This  just  serves  to  inform  }(iui-  I'/M-elli'iicy  that  I 
returned  to  this  place,  from  Long-Isiand,  nnnn-ilialely  upon 
the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  2d  instant,  and  that,  in 
pursuance  of  an  order  from  the  C'ontinenial  Congress,  I 
shall  this  afternoon  embark,  with  all  the  Troops  under  my 
command,  for  Albany,  there  to  uait  the  orders  of  General 
Schuyler. 

I  am,  Sir,  in  haste,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  Daviu  Wooster. 


WESTCHESTER  COUNTY   (nEW-YORk)  COMMITTEE. 

In  the  Conmiittee  of  the  County  of  fVestchester,  held 
at  Lieutenant  Bull's,  at  the  JVhile  Plains,  September  28, 
1775; 

Resolved,  That  notice  be  given  in  one  of  the  publick 
newspapers  of  this  Colony,  that  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
fVestchester  County,  who  go  to  the  Fort,  now  building  at 
Martelaers  Rock,  without  a  certificate  from  the  Chairman, 
or  two  of  the  Committee  of  said  County,  of  their  being 
friends  to  the  liberty  of  America,  will  be  apprehended  by 
the  persons  em|)loyed  in  building  the  Fort. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes; 

Gilbert  Drake,  Chairman. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 
[Kead  October  3,  177').] 

Ticonderoga,  September  38,  1775. 
Sir  ;  1  am  this  moment  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the 
20tli  instant.  The  honotirable  Congress  have  my  warmest 
acknowledgments,  and  they  may  rest  assured  that  nothing 
on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  ensure  that  success  they  so 
earnestly  wish,  and  I  hope  soon  to  congratulate  them  on 
it.  Whilst  I  deprecate  the  untimely  misfoitune  which  pre- 
vents me  from  sharing  in  the  immediate  glory,  it  was  per- 
haps inflicted,  in  such  a  critical  hour,  to  serve  the  common 
cause ;  for  if  I  had  not  arrived  here,  even  on  the  veiy  day 
I  did,  as  sure  as  God  lives  the  Army  would  have  starved. 
The  letters  I  have  been  obliged  to  write  to  several  officers, 
I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  couching  in  terms  that 
I  should  be  ashamed  of,  did  not  necessity  apologize  lor  me. 
In  twenty-two  days,  five  hundred  and  thirty-eight  barrels 
of  provisions  only  had  been  sent  across  Lake  George,  and 
two  hundred  and  sixty  men,  which  take  as  many  batteaus 
as  would  have  carried  two  hundred  barrels  more,  and  not 
an  ounce  had  been  sent  from  this  place,  except  twenty  days' 
allowance  for  about  two  hundred  and  thirty  men,  who  had 
left  this  after  me,  and  before  my  return  here.  In  six  days, 
since  my  arrival,  five  hundred  and  forty-two  barrels  have 
been  brought  over  Lake  George,  and  two  hundred  men 
with  only  the  same  boats,  and  have  sent  to  the  Army  three 
batteaus,  with   rum   and  artillery  stores,  two  hundred  and 
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eighty-nine  barrels  of  provision,  and  tljree  liiinilred  and 
ninety-five  men,  with  twenty  days'  provisions  each.  The 
liorrid  anxiety  I  suiiered,  from  this  dreadful  situation  of  the 
Army,  Is  now  abated,  and  1  ho|)e  for  so  sullicunt  a  resto- 
ration as  to  enable  tne  to  join  soon. 

I  do  not  think  I  shall  have  occa'-ion  lor  General  floos- 
fer's  Ke'nnieni,  as  1  only  wait  fur  batteaus  to  send  on  five 
hundred  \civ- Yorkers,  that  I  now  have  here,  and  which  I 
suppose  will  soon  embark,  as  the  wind  is  now  favourable 
for  craft  to  come  from  St.  JoluCs,  and  which  I  expect  with 
impatience. 

The  Troops  from  Connecticut  have  not  been  niusteied. 
They  made  objections  which,  though  not  satisl.ictory  to 
me,  I  was  under  a  necessity  of  yielding  to.  I  foi-esee  a 
variety  of  dilliculties  in  settling  accounts,  not  only  with 
them,  but  with  every  other  corps.  They  are,  ho\vev(-r, 
surmountable;  and  I  believe  that  I  have  formed  a  |ilan 
which  «ill  answer  the  purpose,  and  which  1  shall  do  my- 
self the  honour  to  lay  before  Congress  on  a  future  day. 

Enclose  your  honour  a  copy  of  my  last,  which,  as  1  did 
not  send  by  express,  may  be  detained  ;  that  of  the  \\H\\ 
I  hope  is  come  to  hand.  It  is  a  |)ity  ihat  there  is  no  |.uist 
between  New-York  and  Albann.  \  bt-hese  it  would  be  r.o 
publick  expense. 

I  am,  honoured  Sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obeilieiu  and 
very  humble  servant,  I'liu-ii-  Si  nui;.t.:i. 

To  the  Honourable  y^.A/i  Hancock,  E.-n. 


Tlie  Deputies  of  the  Six  Xatlons,  sent  to  Ccuiiidit.  re- 
turned this  day,  and  make  the  folloumg  report: 

That  by  the  unskilfuhiess  of  their  pilot  they  got  lost 
when  they  set  out  from  Lle-aux-JS'oix,  and  fell  in  with  St. 
John's,  from  whence  they  retired  undisco\ered.  That  on 
the  second  day  they  got  within  eight  miles  of  Cmtghnii- 
waga,  and  there  met  one  hundred  Indians,  of  diifei-ent  na- 
tions, going  to  .SV.  John's.  That  in  a  conference  with  iliem 
it  was  determined  that  they  should  iiUurn  to  Caughnawiiga, 
to  hear  wliat  the  Doputie-  of  the  ^V<  \aiions  had  to  say. 
Tnat  two  of  the  i)art\-  uliich  they  met  went  to  some  In- 
(lians  that  were  with  Colonel  Johnson,  who,  upon  the  intel- 
ligence, (piitted  Johnson  and  went  to  Caiighnawagd.  When 
the  Indians  were  arri\'ed  at  Caiighnawaga,  they  met  an 
emissary  of  Colonel  Johnson's  there,  who,  finding  that  the 
Indians  would  not  fight  against  us,  disguised  himself  and 
retired  to  Montreal.  Colonel  Johnson,  on  receiving  the 
account,  sent  Colonel  Clans,  and  Brandt,  a  Mohawk,  to  in- 
vite them  to  come  to  him,  and  Claus  gave  a  siring  to  one 
of  the  Deputies.  Tlie  Caughnawagas  dissuaded  the  De- 
puties from  going,  lest  they  be  served  like  the  Stock- 
hridgc  Indians,  and  be  made  prisoners:  upon  which  they 
isturned  the  string,  declaring  they  were  not  sent  to  John- 
son,  but  to  the  Caughnairagas.  This  answer  ])leased  the 
latter.  That  when  they  delivered  my  message  to  invite 
the  Caug/inawagas  to  come  to  me  at  Isle-aii.r-Noix  or  St. 
John's,  the  Mohawk,  Brandt,  that  attended  Claus,  ex- 
claimed, "  It  is  over  with  Johnson  :  all  the  Indians  will  quit 
him."  That  the  Caughnawagas  ut-re  pleased  with  the 
message  from  the  iSVi  Ao/rj/is.  and  wiiii  my  invitation,  and 
promised  to  com])ly  with  it.  That  the  Deputies  slept  one 
night  with  them.  That  next  day  the  Caughnairagas  re- 
tired to  a  distant  iiouse  with  them,  where  they  remained  one 
night,  for  fear  of  an  accident,  and  then  seven  of  their  prin- 
cipal men  attended  them  to  General  Montgomery,  at  St. 
John's,  where  they  declared  that  the  General  might  de- 
pend upon  it  that  they  woidd  not  take  a  i;un  in  band 
against  us,  and  pay  not  the  least  alii'ntion  U)  (iai/  Johnson  : 
that  they  woulii  remain  neuter. 


Q> 


.JanJost. 

CollNF.LIS 


.SKW-HAMPSIIIKE     COMiMITTEE     OF    SAKtrV     TO    (iENKllAL 
SULLIVAN. 

fommittpc  of  Sdety,  Exctor.  .Sr.pt.-inlicr  28.  177:'.. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  '23d  instant  we  this  moment  received, 
and,  in  answer  thereto,  must  observe  we  are  equally  sorry 
with  you  that  tiie  New-Hampshire  Troops  complain,  or 
have  occasion  for  complaint.  The  cause  we  think  obvious. 
When  our  Congress  raised  their  Troo|is,  they  promised 
them  one  month's  pay,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  emitted,  and 


the  remainder  when  they  should  be  disbanded.  The  latter 
end  of  ./(//(/  last,  a  Sub-Conu)iiitee  from  this  wailed  on 
General  ft'ashinglonAo  ^et  infoinialion  from  blin  what  was 
farther  expected  from  the  Cok>ny,  towards  supplying  and 
paying  our  Troops  ;  who  reported  that  the  General  told 
them  he  every  day  expected  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
missary-General, and  that  as  soon  as  that  took  place  he 
should  take  charge  of  the  whole  Army  as  Continental,  and 
provide  for  and  (as  they  understood  him)  pay  their  uliole 
wages  except  the  first  month's,  which  this  Colony  had  ad- 
vanced. Upon  which  report,  our  Congress  voted  to  emit 
such  a  sum  of  money  as  they  judged  sufficient  to  pay  for 
supplying  our  Troojis,  and  some  other  contingencie*.,  until 
tiie  Connnissury-General  took  charge  of  them,  and  ihtn 
adjourned  to  the  lust  day  of  Octobir  next. 

This  Committee  never  had  an  idea  that  it  would  be  ex- 
pecKMl  fioin  the  Colony  to  pay  the  Troo])s  any  more  wages, 
nor  ever  received  the  most  distant  hint  of  the  kind  liom 
any  person  wljomsoever,  until  General  fVashington  lately 
made  a  requisition  for  the  jjayment  of  one  month's  wages 
to  those  soldiers  of  liiis  Colcjny  who  were  going  to  (^uebeck 
with  Col. -<47-»oW,  who,  liy  the  way,  would  have  peaceably 
accepted  one  montli's  pay,  agreeable  to  the  requisition,  had 
it  not  been  f >r  your  postscript  to  Ichahud  lioUins,  E-q., 
"  that  thn-e  who  had  not  been  paid  up  to  the  month  iS  Au- 
gust ought  to  be  paid  immediaiely,"  which  tliey  saw,  and 
utterly  refused  to  proceed  without  being  paid  accordinglv ; 
whereby  we  were  obliged  to  pay  them  two  months'  wages, 
insiead  of  the  one  Geneial  Washington  had  required. 

Previous  to  this,  we  lind  sent  two  of  this  Committee  to 
\vait  upcin  General  U ashington,  and  to  inijuire  into  some 
n, alters  relating  to  the  Army,  who  report  tliat  "  when  they 
arri\'ed  at  the  camp,  they  were  told  General  fl'ashingtoti 
iiad  given  it  out  in  general  orders  that  the  Troops  should  be 
paid  by  their  respective  Colonies  up  to  August,  and  that 
our  soldiers  had  been  told  they  might  daily  expect  this 
Colony  to  send  the  money  for  that  purpose ;"  wiiich  sur- 
prised them  very  much,  as  it  does  all  of  ns,  that  the  sol- 
diers should  be  made  to  expect  what  the  Colony  was  igno- 
rant of,  and  could  not  possibly  perform.  They  waited  on 
General  H'nshington,  and  conversed  with  him  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  infcirmed  them  that  Connecticut  and  one  other 
State  (which  they  supposed  was  Ilhodi-hland)  had  desiied 
him  not  to  pay  their  Troo])s;  and  that  General  Sullivan  had 
told  him  New-Hampshire  "  could  as  well  pay  thtir  Troops 
as  not,"  which  was  the  occasion  of  his  giving  said  orders, 
at  a  time  the  military  chest  was  almost  empty,  and  the 
money  long  expected  from  Philadelphia  was  not  arrived. 
That  the  Massachusetts  Troops  had,  besiiles  the  montli's 
pay  advanced,  received  but  one  month's  wages,  and  that 
out  of  the  Continental  money. 

As  lo  the  blankets,  w-e  always  understood  that  there  was 
only  a  few  but  were  supplied  long  ago:  and  those  few  we 
supposed  the  oflicers  (as  there  was  a  constant  intercourse) 
had  received  from  the  Selectmen  of  their  respective  Towns, 
the  way  directed  by  our  Congress. 

Ichaiod  Rollins,  E-q.,  one  of  our  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies, had  orders,  in  Juhj  last,  to  provide  a  hundred  coats  for 
those  persons  who  lost  their  clothes  at  Charlcstoivn  battle. 
And,  previous  lo  the  reception  of  yours,  we  had  provided 
for  the  payment  of  their  whole  loss,  which  was  as  early  as 
the  cirnimsiances  of  the  Colony  would  admit  of. 

Ami  now.  Sir,  upon  this  slate  of  facts,  which  we  aver  lo 
be  ju'l,  we  would  ask  where  the  "great  defect"  has  been, 
and  to  wliom  the  uneasiness  of  the  Troops  ought  lobe  ins- 
putcd  :  wlnnher,  as  circumstances  turned  np,  the  Colony 
could  have  done  more,  unless  they  could  have  divined  into 
llie  determinations  and  consequent  expectations  in  and  about 
the  camp.  Certaiidy,  if  it  became  reijuisite  foi- the  Colony 
to  have  paid  up  their  Troops  to  the  4th  of^(/^».s7,  it 
was  necessary  they  should  have  been  notified  thereof,  in 
order  that  they  might  have  made  the  provision  needful,  be- 
foi-e  the  soldiers  were  encouraged  to  expect  the  innnediate 
payment  thereof. 

However,  we  are  zealous  of  doing  every  tliini;  in  our 
power  necessary  for  the  good  of  our  Troops,  the  Army,  and 
the  imporiant  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged.  Bui  until 
a  vote  of  Congress  for  striking  off  more  money,  we  shall  be 
unable  to  advance  any  for  the  payment  of  waL'es ;  we  having 
scarcely  enouijh  to  pay  for  the  coats  promised  them,  the  loss 
at  Bunker's  Hill,  Sic,  which  on  Monday  last  we  ordered 
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to  be  paid,  wliich,  wilh  a  month's  wages  that  General  llasli- 
ini(tun  assured  our  Coininitioe  he  would  pay  as  soon  as  he 
received  the  money  from  F/iiladilp/iia,  winch  he  daily 
expected,  will  answer  their  present  necessities  until  our 
Congress  meets,  the  last  ot'  October  next,  and  shall  order 
money  to  be  struck  off,  which  we  expect  they  then  will, 
to  settle  the  rolls  to  the  4ih  of  August.  And  in  the 
mean  time  we  hope  the  officers  of  the  several  Keninients 
will  endeavour  to  keep  and  maintain  quiet  and  harintmy  in 
their  respective  corps,  rather  than  raise  dilliculiies  them- 
selves, and  then  instil  them  into  their  men. 

In    behalf  of  the  Committee,  1   am,  Sir,  your  humble 
servant,  M.tthew  T..o 

Honourable  Juhn  Sullivan,  Es(j. 


Ciuitnniin. 


COLONEI-   AIINOLO   TO   N  ATM  AM  r.l.   TRACY. 

Furt  W-stTM,  S|,:,.ni:KVJ.-',  177:.. 

Dear  Sir:  This  will  be  handed  you  hy  Cajnain  Clark- 
sou,  who  will  acquaint  you  with  the  particulars  ol  our  voy- 
a;;e,  which  f.as  been  very  troublesome  indeed.  To  Captain 
Chirkson  1  am  under  many  obligations,  for  his  activity,  vij;i- 
lance,  and  care  of  the  whole  fleet,  both  on  oiu-  passage  and 
since  our  arrival  here,  for  which  he  may  very  pos-ibly  be 
blamed  by  some  of  the  other  Captains  ;  but  lie  has  really 
merited  much,  and  will  always  give  me  a  sensible  pleasure 
to  hear  of  his  welfare  and  SHCcess,  as  1  think  him  ver)'  de- 
serving. 

1  must  embrace  this  oppoilimity  to  aeknovvlwlge  tl;e 
many  favours  received  from  you  at  ^'vwbury  ;  antl  am,  with 
my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Tracy,  your  bioiher,  and  Mr. 
Jackson,  Sic,  dear  Sir,  yours,  Sic,  13.  Aknolu. 

To  Ml-.  Naihanitl  Tracy. 


COl.ONF.L  ARNOLD  TO  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  ENOS. 

l-'ort  Western,  Su|.lenil>ei-  -Jd,  177,".. 

Sir:  You  will  forward  on  Captain  Jlillla7ns's  and  Cap- 
tain iScott's  Companies,  with  the  remainder  of  Captain  Mc- 
Cobb's,  and  any  others  left  behind,  as  fast  as  possible. 
Order  them  to  follow  the  route  of  the  Army,  and  join  at 
Chaudicr  Pond.  You  will  bring  up  the  rear,  and  order 
on  all  stragglers  except  those  sick,  which  you  will  send  on 
board  the  Broad-Bay,  Captain  Clarkson.  Leave  two  or 
three  men  with  the  Commissary,  to  assist  him,  and  hurry  <jn 
as  fast  as  possible  without  fatiguing  the  men  too  mucii. 
Bring  on  with  you  all  the  carpenters  of  Captain  Colbunis 
Company,  and  as  much  provision  as  the  batteaus  will  carry. 
When  the  Indians  arrive,  hurry  them  on  as  fast  as  possible. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant,  ^^    Arnold. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Enos. 


MEETING    OF   THE   LIVERY   OF   LONDON. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Livery  of  London,  in  Common 
Hall  assembled,  on  Friday,  the  29th  of  Se])tc7iibcr,  1775: 

The  Lord  iNIayor,  Aldermen  Bull,  Saivbridgc,  Thomas, 
Lee,  Hart,  the  two  new  Sherifls,  the  Recorder,  and  other 
City  Officers,  met  in  the  Council  Chamber,  Guildhall,  went 
to  St.  Lawrence  s  Church  and  heard  divine  service,  and  a 
sermon  preached  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  ll'illiaiiison,  the 
Lord  Mayor's  Chaplain  ;  they  then  returned  to  Guildhall. 
After  some  little  stay  in  the  Council  Chamber,  they  came 
upon  the  busting";,  when  the  liecorder  coming  forward, 
said  it  was  the  duty  of  his  office  to  explain  the  business 
of  the  day.  He  remarked  that  the  Lively  were  then 
called  to  the  exercise  of  the  most  invaluable  of  all  their 
j)rivileges;  that  much  depended  on  the  choice  of  a  Lord 
Mayor,  who  was  elected  for  the  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lick  peace,  and  whose  duty  consisted  in  the  protection  of 
the  innocent  and  the  repression  of  the  guilty.  He  ob- 
served that  the  weight  the  metropolis  possessed,  through- 
out the  Kingdom,  would  make  the  conduct  operate  as  an 
example  to  other  Corporations,  and  hoped  that  the  Livery 
would  return  two  such  gentlemen  to  the  Court  of  Alder- 
men ;  that  on  whichsoever  their  choice  might  fall,  the  gene- 
rous views  of  the  Electors  would  be  fully  answered.  This 
speech  was  received  with  the  applause  it  deserved. 

The  Lord  ?tIayor  and  Aldermen  now  retired,  and  procla- 


mation wa;  made  that  all   Non-Liverymen  should   dei)a;t 
the  hall  ;   but  not  a  soul  stirred. 

Mr.  Common  Si.'r^eant  now  read  the  names  of  the  Al- 
dermen in  nomination  to  the  office,  and  said,  '•  If  you  are 
inclined  to  have  the  I.,ord  Mayor  added  to  the  list,  it  must 
be  signified  in  writing,  signed  by  two  Liverymen  ;"  on 
which,  such  notification  was  handed  up,  and  signed  iVirnue/ 
Cork,  Rirkard  Brewer,  and  Thomas  Ltorst. 

Tiie  Common  Sergeant  proceeded  to  read  the  names  m 
nomination,  which  were  received  in  the  following  manner: 
llalijax,  three  hands,  (loud  laughing;)  Eisdale,  eight  hands, 
(laughing  and  hissing;)  7u7(/it(r,  two  hands,  (laughing  and 
hissing;)  Sawbriili^c, -dUno^i  e\ery  hand,  (roar  of  applause 
and  clapping;)  Ulivu-,  a  huiuhed  hands,  (clapping  and 
hooting  intermixed:)  Lewes,  general  clapping;  Tlomer, 
(much  clap|)ing;)  Hart,  (moderate  clapping  with  hooting;) 
Lee,  (general  applause;)  ll'ilkts,  all  hands,  (three  shouts, 
and  general  clapping.) 

The  Common  Sergeant  declared  the  Sheriffs'  opinion 
that  the  election  had  fallen  on  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Mr. 
Sawbridge,  to  be  returned  to  the  Court  of  Aldermen  for 
their  choice  of  one  of  those  gentlemen. 

There  not  being  a  sullicient  number  of  Aldermen,  by 
four,  to  make  a  Court,  there  ensued  a  vacancy  of  business 
for  an  hour  and  a  half,  while  messengers  were  despatched 
to  rally  the  scattered  forces  ;  but  the  Court  being  at  length 
complete,  the  business  was  soon  done.  All  the  Magis- 
trates coming  on  the  hustings,  the  Recorder  said  that  the 
Slierifts  have  roturnetl  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Mr.  SawLridgc 
to  the  Court  of  Aldermen,  and  their  choice  had  fallen  on 
the  latter  ;  and,  said  he,  '■  I  hereby  declare/oAn  Sdwbrirlgc, 
Esq.,  Loril  Mayor  for  the  year  ensuing."  This  declaration 
was  received  with  loud  bursts  ol' applause. 

The  Lord  Mayor   elecl,  being  invested   wiili  the  gold 
chain,  addressed  the  Livery  as  follows: 
"Gentlemen  of  the  Livery: 

"  Permit  me  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  this 
fresh  mark  of  your  approbation  and  confiflence.  The  office 
which  1  have  bec!ii  elected  to,  by  your  sufhages,  and  th.e 
scrutiny  in  the  Court  of  Aldermen,  I  think  ii  my  duty  to 
acce|)t.      1  will  discharge  it  with  assiduity  ami  (ideliiy. 

"  The  rights  and  franchises  of  the  Corporation  colleci- 
ively,  and  of  each  of  my  fellovi'-citizens  individually,  I  will 
defend  at  the  risk  of  my  life  and  fortune. 

"  The  present  crisis  is  likely  to  be  productive  of  impor- 
tant and  dangerous  events.  I  wish  my  abilities  may  be 
equal  to  the  occasion.  You  may  depend  on  my  integrity 
and  resolution.  1  will  assemble  you  in  Common  Hall  as 
often  as  I  find  the  occasion  requires  it,  or  a  proper  applica- 
tion is  made  to  me  for  the  pur|)0se." 

This  speech  was  received  with  the  merited  applause. 

The  Lord  Mayor  now  informed  the  citizens  that  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  signed 
John  Hancock,  and  addressed  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Live- 
ry o{ London,  which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

"Philadelphia,  July  8,  177.". 

"  My  Lord  :  Permit  the  Delegates  of  the  people  of  tiie 
twelve  ancient  Colonies  to  pay  your  Lordship,  and  the  very 
respectable  body  of  wdiich  you  are  head,  the  just  tribute  of 
gratitude  and  thanks  for  the  virtuous  and  unsolicited  resent- 
ment you  have  shown  to  the  violated  rights  of  a  free  people. 
The  City  of  London,  my  Lord,  having  in  all  ages  approved 
Itself  the  patron  of  liberty  and  the  support  of  just  govern- 
ment, against  lawless  tyranny  and  oppression,  cannot  fail  to 
make  us  deeply  sensible  of  the  powerful  aid  our  cause  must 
receive  from  such  advocates — a  cause,  my  Lord,  worthy 
the  support  of  the  first  city  in  the  world,  as  it  involves  the 
fate  of  a  great  Continent,  and  threatens  to  shake  the  founda- 
tions of  a  flourishing,  and,  until  lately,  a  happy  Empire. 

"North- America,  my  Lord,  wishes  most  ardently  for  a 
lasting  connection  with  Great  Britain, on  terms  of  just  and 
equal  liberty;  less  than  which  generous  minds  will  not  offer, 
nor  brave  and  free  ones  be  willing  to  receive. 

"A  cruel  war  has  at  length  been  opened  against  us  ;  and 
whilst  we  prepare  to  defend  ourselves  like  the  descendants 
of  Britons,  we  still  hope  tiiat  the  mediation  of  wise  and 
good  citizens  will  at  length  prevail  over  despotism,  and  re- 
store harmony  and  peace,  on  permanent  principles,  to  an 
oppre=.sed  and  divided  Empire. 
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"We  have  the  honour  lo  be.  my  Lord,  with  ^reat  esteem, 
vour  Eordship's  faithful  friends  and  fellow-siihjecis. 

'•  Ry  order  of  the  Con;,'res<  : 

"John  Uasvuck,  Frtiidoil. 
"To  tl)e   Ri-ht   Honoiiiuble   tlic  Lord  Mayor  and  Livery 

al'  L'jui/un." 

Mr.  Sloveli/  moved  that  tlie  Letter  shoidd  be  cnterrd  on 
the  Records  of  the  (-'ity,  and  tlie  motion  ua^  receiveil  uith 
only  about  a  (h)zen  dissenting  liands. 

Sir.  Deputy  I-'iper  then  acquainted  tlie  Liver),  that  at  a 
previous  meeting  of  the  Livery  at  the  Hall-Moon  Tavern, 
in  C/icapsiJc,  on  Monday  evening  last,  at  uhich  meeting 
he  was  Chairman,  it  was  by  them  agreed  that  an  Address 
to  the  Electors  of  Great  Biiluiii,  on  the  present  alarming 
crisis  of  pubiick  grievances,  be  recommended  from  that 
meeting  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  Common  Hall. 

And  an  Address  being  accordingly  produced,  a  motion 
was  made,  and  the  question  put,  thai  the  said  Address  be 
now  read.  It  was  resolved  in  the  alihniativc,  and  the  ^aid 
Address  was  read  accordingly. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Address  to  the  Electors  of  Great 
Britain,  now  read,  be  entitled  "  The  Address  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery  of  L'^u/on,  in  Counnon  Hall 
assembled,"  and  be  entered  in  tiie  City  Records,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  papers,  signed  by  the  Lord  l\layor  and  She- 
riffs, and  countersigned  by  the  Town  Clerk;  which  Ad- 
dress follows  in  these  words  : 

To  the  Electors  of  Great  Rritain: 

Gentlkmkn  :  The  mischiefs  whicli  have  alreatly  arisen, 
and  the  great  calamities  which  are  threatened  froiu  the  un- 
natural war  excited  in  America  by  the  arbitrary  autl  inexo- 
rable spirit  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers  and  advisers,  have 
impressed  our  minds  with  alarms  and  apprehensions,  which 
occasions  this  address  to  you. 

As  Electors,  we  are  more  particularly  called  upon  to  take 
into  consideration  these  dangerous  proceedings  agaiu-^t  our 
fellow-subjects  in  America,  because  the  representatives  of 
the  people  are  unhappily  made  the  iir^trimients  of  these 
measures. 

It  is  impossible  we  can  see,  without  the  utmost  alarm, 
preparations  making  for  the  prosecution  of  an  extensive 
and  ruinous  war  with  our  own  Colonies,  from  whicji  so 
much  of  our  commei'ce,  and  therefore  the  sources  of  our 
wealth,  aie  derived.  The  inevitable  consequence  of  this 
must  be  an  increase  of  taxes,  already  too  heavy,  and  an 
addition  to  the  national  debt,  which  presses  us  with  intole- 
rable weight.  We  beg  you  to  consider  wliat  must  be  the 
situation  of  this  Kingdom,  under  an  augmentation  of  taxes, 
and  a  diminution  of  commerce  ;  an  increase  of  national 
debt,  and  an  equal  decrease  of  national  resources. 

These  arc  the  immediate  and  unavoidable  consequences 
of  this  war.  The  proliable  ones  arc  still  more  fatal.  If 
ournatural  and  inveterate  enemies  shoidd  fall  upon  us  when 
we  are  exhausted  of  men  and  money,  when  our  most  valua- 
ble commerce  is  ruined,  and  our  bravest  and  veteran  troops 
sacrificed,  what  is  it  that  can  shield  us  from  immediate 
ruin?  If  we  involve  omselves,  then,  in  this  obtinate  and 
expensive  civil  war,  we  must  owe  our  safety  to  the  forbear- 
ance of  our  enemies.  Neither  do  we  think  it  improbable, 
from  the  desperate  valour  with  whicli  tlie  Americans  de- 
fend their  dearest  liberties,  that  all  our  efforts  will  be  unsuc- 
cessful, and  that  we  shall  at  last  be  obliged  to  sit  down 
under  a  grievous  addition  of  drht.  ihe  shame  of  defeated 
armaments,  and  the  fatal  loss  (jf  our  useful  anil  all'eetionati; 
Colonies. 

The  provision  that  is  making  fur  the  introduction  of  Ha- 
noverian and  Hessian  Troops,  instead  of  removing,  con- 
firms our  ajiprehensions ;  because  we  cannot  have  any 
confidence  in  the  protection  of  foreign  mercenaries,  and 
feel  at  once  the  shame  and  folly  of  that  policy  which  is  to 
burden  us  with  taxes  for  the  jiayment  of  foreign  protectors, 
while  our  own  brave  troops  are  slaughtered  in  an  unnatural, 
unnecessary,  inglorious  contest. 

For  the  certain  expenses 'of  this  war  we  see  no  repara- 
tion, even  in  conijuesi.  Desolated  fields,  and  depopulated 
Provinces,  are  little  likely  to  contribute  to  our  necessities, 
eitiier  by  revenue  or  commerce.  No  complaint  from  the 
merchants  and  niannnicturers  in  Great  Britain,  of  illicit 
trade  and  acts  of  navigation  infrinn;ed.  has  called  for  these 


coercive  measures.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  repeatedly 
petitioned  against  the  principles  upon  which  the  war  was 
founded.  To  secure  our  commerce,  therefore,  can  neither 
be  the  aim  nor  the  issue  of  this  war.  Neither  can  it  be  to 
settle  a  due  subordination  of  the  Colonies  upon  the  Parent 
State,  since  they  have  rei)eatedly  and  solemnlv  acknow- 
ledged their  subordination,  and  submitted  to  our  control. 

We  cannot,  therefore,  discover  any  real  object  or  pos- 
sible event  of  this  dispute,  should  we  he  successful,  but  that 
of  establishing  the  arbitrary  power  of  the  Crown  over  our 
fellow-subjects  in  America,  which  must  greatly  endanger 
the  Constitution  here,  and  increasing  the  number  of  place- 
men and  pensioners,  already  so  enormous  as  to  threaten  the 
utter  destruction  of  freedom  and  independence  among  us. 

The  people  of  the  Colonies  have  appealed  to  their  fel- 
low-subjects in  Great  Britain,  for  the  justice  and  necessity 
of  their  conduct.  We  arc  convinced  of  their  liaving  been 
injured  and  oppressed.  We  sympathize  in  their  griefs,  and 
revere  their  fortitude.  Every  motive  of  humanity,  of  jus- 
tice, and  of  interest,  call  u|)on  us  to  condemn  tlie  measures 
of  which  they  complain,  and  to  declare  that  we  will  never 
willingly  contribute  to  urge  their  oppressions  or  abridge 
their  liberties. 

It  has  been  our  grief  and  our  misfortune  to  see  that  the 
repeated  petitions  from  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  America, 
supported  by  many  in  this  Country,  have  not  availed  to 
prevent  the  dreadful  extremities  we  now  lament.  The  pe- 
titioners have  been  studiously  driven  to  the  last  resources 
of  despair,  by  a  denial  of  redress,  and  an  accumulation  of 
grievances,  too  severe  to  be  endured  by  a  free  people. 

In  the  united  petition  last  year,  from  all  the  Colonies  to 
the  King,  they  asked  for  peace,  liberty,  and  safety.  Did 
it  become  us  to  reluse  such  a  re<]uest?  or  to  persist  in  vio- 
lating the  peace,  liberty,  and  safely  of  any  part  of  our  fel- 
low-subjects ?  They  pledged  themselves  that  in  time  of 
war  they  will  be  ready  and  willing  to  demonstrate  their 
loyalty  to  His  Majesty,  by  exerting  their  most  strenuous 
efforts  in  granting  supplies  and  raising  forces.  What  can 
we,  in  justice,  require  more  from  a  part  of  the  Empire,  re- 
strained, in  points  of  commercial  advantages,  for  our  benefit, 
and  labouring,  in  consequence  of  that  restraint,  under  a 
heavy  and  accumulating  debt?  Can  we  expect  success 
from  a  war  founded  in  such  flagrant  injustice?  "Appeal- 
ing," say  they,  "to  that  Being  wlio  searches  thoroughly 
the  hearts  of  his  creatures,  we  solemnly  profess  that  our 
councils  have  been  infiuenced  by  no  other  motive  than  a 
dread  of  impending  destruction." 

That  dread  has  been  realized.  Famine,  fire,  and  sword, 
have  answered  their  reasonable  requests  and  earnest  appli- 
cations. Letter  destruction,  or  unconihiioiial  submission,  is 
the  only  alternative  left  them  by  this  ini|ierious  and  intem- 
perate Administration. 

Yet  still  they  were  determined  to  try  the  force  of  fresh 
supplication.  This  they  have  done  in  their  late  |)elition  to 
the  throne,  more  humble,  but  still  fruitless  as  the  former. 
They  say:  "  Knowini;  to  what  violent  resentments  and  in- 
curable animosities  civil  discords  are  apt  to  exasperate  and 
inflame  the  contending  parlies,  we  think  ourselves  required, 
by  indispensable  obligations  to  Almighty  God,  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, lo  our  fellow-subjects  and  ourselves,  immediately  to 
use  all  the  means  in  our  power,  not  incompatible  with  our 
safety,  for  stoppiiiir  the  farther  eflusion  of  blood,  and  for 
averting  the  impending  calamities  which  threaten  the  Bri- 
tish Em|)ire." 

We  feel  these  as  the  mo'^t  amiable  sentimeiiis  of  men, 
cordially  interested  in  our  weH'are,  and  earnestly  aiming  at 
peace  and  reconciliation. 

In  pursuit  of  tiicM^  lamlalile  purposes,  they  solemnly  de- 
clare their  most  luilnit  di-~iie  that  "  the  former  harmony 
between  the  two  C-oun tries  may  be  restored,  and  a  concord 
may  be  established  between  them,  upon  so  firm  a  basis  as 
to  perjietuate  its  blessings,  uninterrujXed  by  any  future  dis- 
sensions, to  succeeding  generations,  in  both  Countries." 
They  declare  that  "  they  do  not  request  such  a  reconcilia- 
tion as  might,  in  any  manner,  be  inconsistent  with  the  dig- 
nity or  well'arc  o(  Great  Britain;''  that  "they  are  ready 
and  W'illing,  at  all  times,  as  they  have  ever  been,  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  to  assert  and  maintain  the  rights  and  in- 
terests of  His  Majesty,  and  of  their  Mother  Country." 
They  therefore  inaplore  His  Majesty  "  to  take  measures  for 
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preventing  the  fartlier  destruction  of  the  lives  of  his  sub- 
jects ;  and  tliat  he  will  be  pleased  to  direct  some  mode  by 
which  the  united  applications  of  his  faithful  Colonists  to 
throne,  in  pursuance  of  their  common  councils,  may  be  the 
improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent  reconciliation,  and 
that  the  vvished-for  opportunity  may  soon  be  restored  to 
them,  of  evincing  the  sincerity  of  their  professions  by  every 
testimony  of  devotion  becoming  the  most  dutiful  subjects 
and  the  most  affeciionate  Colonists." 

To  this  petition  an  answer  has  been  refused.  The  uii- 
liappy  petitioners  are  left  to  deplore  the  prospect  of  ine.xo- 
rable  war  and  desolation,  and  to  seek  protection  in  those 
fatal  resources  which  self-preservation  suggests  against  im- 
pending destruction. 

This,  Gentlemen,  is  the  alarming  state  of  America,  which 
fills  us  with  anxiety  and  apprehensions. 

We  lament  the  blood  that  has  been  already  shed.  We 
deplore  the  fate  of  those  brave  men  who  are  devoted  to 
hazard  their  lives,  not  against  the  enemies  of  tlie  British 
name,  but  against  the  fiiends  of  the  prosperity  and  glory  of 
Great  Britain.  We  feel  for  the  honour  of  the  British 
arms,  sullied,  not  by  the  misbehaviour  of  those  who  bore 
them,  but  by  the  misconduct  of  the  Ministers  who  employed 
them,  to  the  oppression  of  their  fellow-subjects.  We  are 
alarmed  at  the  immediate,  insupportable  expense,  and  the 
probable  consequences  of  a  war,  which  we  are  convinced 
originated  in  violence  and  injustice,  and  must  end  in  ruin. 

These  are  the  sentiments.  Gentlemen,  which  we  lake 
llie  liberty  of  communicating  to  you  as  the  reasons  upon 


which  we  have  acted  ;  trustm 
approbation,  you  will  co-oper 
to  bring  tlie  authors  of  these 
Country. 

Moved,  That  this  Letter  be  entered  on  the  City  Records 
that  it  be  signed  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Livery,  and  coun 
lersigned  by  tlie  Town  Clerk. 

Passed  unanimously  in  the  afljrniative. 
Signed  ill  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Common  Hall. 
John  Wilkes,  Mayor. 
Geoiuve  Haley,      }   ^., 
Nath.  Newnham,  \  ' 
Countersigned  by  order: 

William  Rix,  Toum-Clcrk 


W'aiting  with  eager  impatience  for  good  accounts  from 
your  Excellency,  1  beg  leave  to  remain,  with  very  great 
respect,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  Patrick  Tonyn. 

FREnERICK  GEORGE  MULCASTEIl*  TO  BRIG.  GEN.  GRANT. 
Si.  Augustine,  Septcnibi;r  29,  1775. 
Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  you  about  six  weeks  ago,  by  Cap- 
tain Leslie,  of  the  Fourteenth,  who  was  going  to  Virginia; 
it  was  to  be  forwarded  from  thence  by  the  first  opportunity. 
Another  detachment  of  sixty  men  is  now  going  to  the 
same  place,  so  that  our  garrison  consists  of  the  colours  of 
the  Fourteenth  Regiment,  the  IMajor  and  five  officers,  and 
about  eighty  men.  They  are  also  to  leave  us  as  soon  as 
three  Companies  of  the  Sixteenth  arrive,  who  are  ordered 
here  from  IVest-Florida ;  but  as  the  order  was  dated  so 
long  back  as  last  May,  we  are  apprehensive  it  has  miscar- 
ried. Tonyn  did  not  want  to  part  with  this  detachment, 
and  he  has  told  the  Major  if  the  three  Companies  do  ar- 
rive he  will  detain  him  here.  Tonyn  intends  to  write  to 
General  Gage  that  he  will  do  so  ;  but  I  imagine  Mr.  Gage 
will  not  be  pleased  to  have  his  orders  contradicted. 

The  parson  has  asked  leave  to  go  to  Boston,  but  the 
Governour  refused  him,  telling  him  he  had  business  of  the 
utmost  consequence  to  bring  soon  before  the  Council.  This 
business  we  guess  is  about  stojiping  the  Major ;  he  is  mis- 
taken if  he  thinks  the  Council  will  agree  with  him  ;  and 
as  the  Major  is  determined  to  go,  (in  consequence  of  the 

'lim  but 


that  if  they  meet  with  your     orders  he  has,)  there  will  be  no  way  of  stopping 


by  laying  an  embargo  on  the  vessels  ;  and  whether  he  can 
do  that  without  the  consent  of  Council,  I  don't  know,  but 
he  is  at  present  fully  deteniilned  upon  detaining  them, 
should  the  Coiripanies  arrive. 

At  this  distance  we  are  surprised  to  hear  of  the  Army 
being  inactive,  from  the  I7th  oi  June,  (the  day  of  the  dear- 
bought  victory  at  Bunker's  Hill,)  to  the  4lli  of  August, 
which  is  the  latest  accounts  we  have  from  thence. 

Our  neighbours  are  exceeding  riotous;  IVilliam  Henry 
Drayton  and  Parson  Tennunt,  the  leaders  in  Carolina, 
Laurens,  President  of  the  General  Committee.  The  pub- 
lick  oflicers  are  disarmed,  and  confined  to  Charlcstoxcn. 
George  Ronpell  confined  to  his  house,  for  having  pre- 
sumed to  open  the  mail  on  board  the  man-of-war;  and 
they  had  the  insolence  to  go  to  Lord  JVilliam  Camphdl 
and  ask  to  see  the  contents  of  his  letters  from  Lord  Dart- 
inoutli.  Captain  Lines,  his  Lord  JVilliam's  Secretary,  was 
Sir  :  Major  Furlong  put  ofl'  the  embarkation  of  the  ordered,  with  the  others,  to  deliver  his  arms,  and  confine 
detachment,  in  the  expectation  of  the  three  Companies  ar-     '  ' 


with   us  in  endeavouring 
Is  to  the  justice  of  their 


•#• 


GOVERNOUR  TONYI 


TO  GENERAL  GAGE. 

.  Augustine,  Sejiteniber  29,  1' 


in  uhich  case  intending 
corps  that  is  now  here 


rival,  of  the  Sixteenth  Regimen 
to  proceed  with  the  whole  of  ll 
of  the  Fourteenth. 

As  the  Major  does  not  know  of  my  intention  to  remon- 
strate against  the  removal  of  the  whole  corps  ;  or  does 
that  intention  exist  or  take  place,  but  on  the  most  certain 
grounds  that  a  preparation  is  absolutely  making  by  the 
rebels,  with  a  design  positively  to  attack  this  Province.  I 
advised  the  detachment  to  be  sent  away,  on  the  little  pro- 
bability of  the  appearance  of  those  Companies.  If  they 
did  come,  a  vessel  might  be  hired  here  to  transport  the 
remainder  of  the  corps,  in  case  the  vessel  that  brought  the 
three  Companies  was  not  sufficient. 

So  far  it  is  fortunate  they  have  not  departed  sooner,  that 
I  have  this  opportunity  to  send  to  Virginia,  on  his  way  to 
your  Excellency,  Colonel  Kirklancl,  who  1  have  desired 


himself  to  Charlcstown.  He  wrote  the  Committee  word 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  confine  himself  to  the  Town, 
but  he  had  then  before  him  five  commissions  which  he  had 
received  from  his  present  Majesty  and  his  late  royal  grand- 
father ;  and  after  such  marks  of  favour,  should  he  deliver 
up  his  sword  to  any  person  but  such  as  was  properly  au- 
thorized to  receive  it,  he  should  deserve  to  have  it  broke 
over  his  head  ;  they  therefore  must  excuse  his  compliance. 
In  consequence  of  this  answer  he  received  letters  acquaint- 
ing him  he  had  leave  from  the  Committee  to  depart  the 
Province;  and  it  was  expected  he  did  so  in  twenty-four 
hours;  however,  his  lime  was  afterwards  limited  to  four 
days.  He  then  went  on  board  the  man-of-war.  Lord 
JVilliam  has  dissolved  the  Assembly,  and  is  also  gone  on 
board  the  Tamar. 

The  rebels  have  taken  possession  of  Fort  Johnson  ;   and 
upon  Lady  IVilliam  Cnmybell  coming  down  in   a  boat  to 


the  Earl  of  Duiimore  to  despatch,  without  the  loss  of  a  S"  'o  see  her  husband,  these^gentry  fired  at  her^and^niade 
moment,  to  Bos/on.  He  arrived  here,  recommended  by 
Lord  fViUiam  Campbell.  A  correspondence  had  been 
held  with  him,  which  Lord  William  will  certainly  inform 
your  Excellency.  Colonel  Kirkland's  endeavours  to  serve 
His  Majesty  have  raised  a  warm  side  in  my  heart  for  him. 
His  account  of  matters  in  Carolina  will  be  satisfactory  to 
your  Excellency.  He  does  not  seem  to  be  a  man  that 
would  deceive  or  mislead.  He  has  all  the  appearance  of 
a  most  sanguine  fiiend  of  the  Constitution.  He  is  fair  and 
plain  in  the  description  of  the  state  of  matters.  I  appre- 
liend  he  is  very  active  in  them.  With  these  ideas,  1  bee 
leave  to  recommend  Colonel  Kirkland  to  your  Excellency, 
entitled  to  the  strongest  introduction  I  can  possibly  ima- 
gine ;  his  duty  and  loyalty  to  the  King;  and  his  perfect 
attachment  to  and  for  the  British  Constitution. 


her  return  to  Charlestown.  Georgia  is  as  much  inflamed 
as  the  other.  Tarring  and  feathering,  with  every  other 
act  of  violence,  is  daily  committed.  Lofthouse  arrived 
here  two  or  three  days  after  I  wrote  you.  The  Governour 
sent  his  sloop  out  for  some  of  the  gunpowder  which  was 
come  for  the  use  of  the  fort;  and  the  day  after  she  came 
in,  a  sloop,  with  the  rebels  on  board,  came  down  to  the 
bar,  run  alongside  of  Lofthouse,  and  took  a  hundred  bar- 
rels of  gunpowder  from  him,  and  carried  it  off  to  Carolina. 
We  sent  an  officer  and  thirty  men  on  board  the  Govern- 
our's  sloop,  as  soon  as  we  could  get  her  out,  after  them, 
but  lliey  had  too  much  start,  and  got  into  Georgia  the  day 
before.  However,  we  have  heard  since,  that  they  were  so 
much  alarmed,  that  the  Georgia  Troops  all  repaired  to  the 

■  B    rollier  to  Georgt  III. 
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place  where  the  powder  was,  in  order  to  defend  it,  and  op- 
pose the  landing  of  Troops,  which  report  had  made  to 
consin  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  ;  and  being  extreme  hot 
weather,  and  lying  out  together,  has  killed  several  of 
tlieni. 

Tlie  people  in  the  hack  country  of  Carolina  have  re- 
fused to  sign  the  Association,  hut  unluckily  they  had  no 
ammunition,  or  else  these  people  would,  to  a  man,  oppose 
the  rebel  party.  The  Militia  of  Charlesloim  was  orilered 
against  them  to  enforce  it,  but  these  heroes  refused.  Tliey 
said  they  took  up  arms  to  defend  their  property  in  Charles- 
town,  and  did  not  understand  being  sent  to  the  back  coun- 
try and  leave  it  behind  them.  Some  few,  about  fourteen, 
deserted  from  them,  and  entered  on  board  the  Taimir,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  Committee  published  martial 
law,  and  directed  that  such  of  them  as  misbehaved  should 
be  punished,  Sic,  in  the  same  manner  as  soldiers.  Tliis 
gave  offence  to  many,  and  some  laid  down  their  arms,  de- 
claring that  they  were  free,  and  took  up  arms  to  maintain 
that  freedom,  and  not  to  be  made  slaves  of  by  their  own 
Committee ;  so  that  they  are  but  in  a  confused  state. 
Three  or  four  Regiments  would  completely  settle  these 
scoundrels.  I  hope  sincerely  that  their  Town  may  be 
■served  the  same  as  its  namesake  has  been  near  Boston; 
they  richly  deserve  it,  and  are  daily  taking  as  much  pains 
as  possible  to  provoke  General  Oagc  to  do  it. 

The  Cherokee  sloop-of-war,  wiih  Mr.  De  Brahm  on 
board,  arrived  at  Charlcstoivn  the  7th  of  Sc-ptcmbcr,  after 
a  passage  of  ten  weeks.  Mrs.  Dc  Brahm  died  fifteen 
hours  after  her  arrival.  The  Captain  of  the  Tamar  has 
taken  the  Cherokee  under  his  charge  ;  so  Dc  Brahm  will 
he  already  in  a  squabble,  as  she  was  sent  out  to  assist  him 
in  his  siu'vey.  This  account  is  from  Uc  Brahm  to  Gov- 
eruour  Toiiijn.  I  suppose  he  will  come  here  if  he  can  get 
an  opportunity,  or  else  go  to  Providence. 

I  have  heard  the  Cherokee  is  a  fine  sloop,  but  has  only 
eight  guns  on  board,  although  she  can  carry  many  more; 
she  is  as  large  as  any  of  tlie  sloops-of-v\'ar  in  the  service. 
Governour  Bulc  we  hear  nothing  of.  The  Committees 
never  trouble  him  ;  a  good  reason  for  it,  for  he  certainly  is 
as  groat  a  rebel  in  his  heart  as  any  of  them.  The  Georgia 
])eo))le  talk  of  attacking  us;  the  fort,  therefore,  has  been 
brushing  up,  the  embrasures  widened,  &c.,  under  the  in- 
spection of  the  Lieutenant-Governour.  Tonijn,  applied  to 
mo,  but  I  had  no  money  ;  he  then  spoke  to  Moncricf,  but 
Ik;  durst  not  draw  on  Ginieral  Gage.  The  workmen, 
Hewitt,  &c.,  would  not  strike  a  stroke  till  they  knew  who 
were  to  be  their  paymasters.  They  would  work  for  any  one 
who  ordered  them,  except  ....  At  last,  Moultrie  set 
them  to  work.  Hewitt  says  he  has  no  objection,  for  the 
Ijieutenant-Governour  is  a  good  paymaster.  Humbert,  the 
carpenter,  the  other  day  asked  me  if  you  were  coming 
here.  I  asked  him  why.  He  said  he  had  been  told  you 
had  wrote  me  word  that  you  would  be  here  in  the  fall.  I 
told  hiin  you  had  intentions  of  that  kind,  but  did  not  now 
cKpect  you,  as  there  was  so  much  dislin'bance  to  the  north- 
ward. He  replied  it  was  a  great  pity,  as  the  tradesmen 
would  be  disappointed,  for  they  had  all  resolved  to  make  a 
large  bonfire  and  illuminate  their  houses  as  soon  as  you 
came  ashore.  But  for  this  man,  he  will  absolutely  ruin  the 
Province ;  for  he  pays  no  one,  either  for  pidjlick  or  jjrivate 
work.  Governour  Grant''s  bills  wore  good  ;  he  paid  well ; 
to  be  sure  he  sometimes  made  hard  bargains,  but  then  he 
always  paid  people.    Ay,  if  he  was  here,  some  good  might 

be  done  for  tlie  Province;  but  at  present .     So  much 

for  Humhert. 

Your  furnitin-e  is  in  the  same  state  ;  nor  do  1  see  a  pros- 
pect of  its  being  settled.  He  shoves  off  Yates  with  by 
and  by,  and  time  enough,  Sec.  His  Excellency  gave  a 
dinner  yesterday  to  the  Fourteenth,  and  some  others.  It 
is  the  only  one  he  has  given  since  die  one  he  gave  to  John 
Stuart,  on  his  arrival ;  and  for  this  purpose  he  borrowed 
from  Moultrie,  his  cook,  Ned,  and  the  mulatto  woman, 
Hester.  How  he  does  when  he  is  by  himself,  nobody 
knows.  A  very  severe  copy  of  verses  ajipeared  at  Vaync's 
corner  lately  about  him,  his  lady,  and  iheir  flogging  the 
negroes,  Sic.  The  author  no  one  can  guess  at ;  but  there 
was  great  truth  in  them,  and  they  were  not  verv  bad. 

Poor  Cummings  died  about  a  liirtnight  ago,  after  a  short 
illness;  we  have  had  a  sickly  season.  I,  who  am  seldom 
sick,  have  had  the  fever,  and,  after  getting  almost  well. 


relapsed,  but  am  now  quite  recovered.  The  Provost-Mar- 
tial, Dod,  came  in  Lofthouse ;  he  seems  disappointed 
in  his  expectations;  he  says  you  told  him  it  was  worth 
three  hundred  Pounds  a  year;  but  he  has  been  sick,  and 
so  have  his  wife  and  son,  and  therefore  he  cannot  yet  know 
much  of  the  profits  of  his  place.  The  old  Li-vitts  and 
the  youngest  son  talk  of  going  to  England  in  LofihouiC, 
but  the  Governour  is  very  averse  to  it,  although  no  rea- 
son can  be  given  for  his  being  so,  except  his  being  fear- 
ful of  I\Ir.  Levitt's  telling  his  relations  of  the  life  he  leads. 
Frederick  and  Fannij  go  home  in  Lofthouse.  Mrs.  Hard 
is  to  go  with  them.  As  soon  as  they  are  inoculated, 
they  are  to  go  to  school  ;  a  good  education  is  what  1  in- 
tend to  give  them,  that  they  may  the  better  be  able  to  help 
themselves  when  they  grow  up. 

Skynncr  is,  as  usual,  very  attentive  to  your  interests,  and 
your  crop  is  in  a  thriving  way.  i  have  not  seen  it  for  some 
time,  owing  to  my  late  sickness.  Moultrie  has  really  made 
a  croj)  of  rice  at  the  Mitsquito ;  but  his  indigo,  as  it  used 
to  be  seven  years  ago,  is  lost  for  want  of  vats.  The  Doctor 
has  |)lenly  of  |)rovisions,  and  will  have  more  indigo  than 
he  expected,  but  i  cannot  say  how  much.  Mr.  South- 
iveWs  plantation  is  doing  very  well.  Poor  Bissctt,  about 
ten  days  ago,  had  his  barn,  by  accident,  burnt,  with  all  liis 
corn,  indigo,  ice.,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  Pounds. 
Egan  minds  his  planting  ;  he  also  gels  about  thirty  Pounds 
a  year  from  the  rebel  Delegate,  Li/nch,  for  inspecting  a 
plantation  which  he  has  upon  Cumberland.  He  goes  to  it 
(being  only  seven  miles  from  Amelia)  once  in  ten  days  ; 
therefore,  he  does  not  neglect  the  other  by  it. 

There  arrived  here,  about  four  days  ago,  a  Colonel  A7r^-- 
land,  one  of  the  back  country  settlers  in  South-Carolina. 
He  refused  to  sign  the  Association,  and  was  the  occasion 
of  many  others  doing  so.  IVilliam  H.  Drayton  did  his 
utmost  endeavoiu's  to  gain  him  over  to  their  party,  but  in 
vain.  They  then  offered  a  reward  of  two  thousand  Pounds 
sterling  to  any  one  that  would  apprehend  him.  He  escaped 
at  last  from  a  party  who  was  in  pursuit  of  him,  by  getting 
between  them  and  Charlestown,  and  took  that  road  which 
they  not  in  the  least  susjiecting,  he  got  safe,  after  a  journey 
of  two  hundred  miles,  to  Lord  fliliiam  C'ampbeli's  house, 
and  from  thence  the  next  morning  on  board  the  man-of- 
war.  He  says  the  back  settlers  are  two  to  one  in  number 
more  than  the  rebel  |)arly.  They  got  some  powder,  but 
when  it  came  to  be  divided,  they  had  only  two  rounds  a 
man.  He  sails  from  hence  in  the  transports  to  Virginia,  in 
order  to  proceed  to  General  Gage.  He  has  an  honest,  open 
countenance,  good  natural  understanding,  and  may  be  a 
man  of  infinite  use,  when  Troops  are  sent  to  Charlestown, 
(which  surely  will  not  be  long.)  Even  now,  were  a  Regi- 
ment to  be  sent  up  Savannah  River,  these  back  settlers 
woidd  meet  them,  and  the  two  Provinces  of  Georgia  and 
Carolina  would  be  thrown  into  terrour.  The  Committee 
have  prevented  salt  and  other  articles,  which  they  cannot 
do  without,  from  being  sent  to  them.  These  circumstances 
inflame  the  back  settlers,  who  only  want  ammunition  to  do 
themselves  justice.  Kirk/and  has  undoubtedly  great  weight 
with  those  people.  Since  he  came  away,  his  plantation  has 
been  ransacked,  five  thousand  weight  of  indigo  destroyed, 
and  his  sixty  negroes  he  knows  not  where.  He  has  with 
him  a  son,  about  twelve  or  thirteen  3ears  old,  who  escaped 
by  being  dressed  like  a  girl,  for  they  used  their  utmost  en- 
deavours to  get  him,  in  hopes  the  seizing  his  child  might 
bring  him  to  terms.  You  will  undoubtedly  see  him,  and 
he  will  give  you  a  true  slate  of  the  Sonihern  Provinces. 
The  above  particulars  you  may  depend  upon,  antl  I  write 
them  that  you  may  not  be  without  inielllgence  in  regard  to 
a  part  of  the  world  you  have  already  served  in  with  so 
much  success.  The  Catau-ba  Indians  are  witli  the  rebel 
party,  but  they  consist  of  a  ihw  ■.  and  as  these  back  settlers 
are  seated  round  their  nation,  they  intend  to  seize  their 
women  and  cliikhcn  the  moment  they  hear  ihcy  attempt 
violence. 

.Fohii  Stuart  got  some  powder  from  Tonijn,  and  sent  it 
by  an  inlerpreier  and  an  Indian  to  the  Creek  Nation  ;  but 
they  were  met  by  some  Georgians  on  the  north  side  of 
St.  Man/s,  who  had  got  information  from  one  Captain  of 
this  Piovince,  who  seized  the  ammunition  and  carried  it  to 
Snvannah  ;  however,  the  interpreter  and  the  Indian  pro- 
ceeded to  the  nation.  Stuart's  Deputy  wrote  him  word, 
:,o!iie  time  since,  if  ihey  did  not  gi't  powder,  he  could  nut 
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answer  for  the  Indiayts,  as  he  believed  tliey  certainly  would 
go  down  to  Savannah  to  demand  it ;  so  it  is  not  unlikely 
they  may  liave  some  of  their  red  brethren  upon  their 
backs.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  of  Georgia  still  hold  out, 
and  have  not  signed  the  Association,  but  Governour  Wright 
has  no  authority,  nor  has  not  had  any  for  some  time. 

Lord  Dartmouth  has  directed  the  Land  Oilice  to  be 
opened  for  this  Province,  in  order  to  grant  lands  to  any 
persons  who  choose  to  take  refuge  here,  and  to  be  free  of 
quit-rent  for  ten  years.  I  do  not  know  what  to  say  about 
De  Brahni;  he  certainly  does  not  like  to  come  here,  and 
yet  I  think  necessity  will  bring  him  ;  he  has  no  other  place 
to  go  to,  unless  Providence.  If  he  conies,  I  should  like  it 
to  be  immediately,  or  else  he  will  think  1  sent  the  children 
away  on  purpose  to  prevent  his  seeing  them.  Mrs.  De 
Brahm  being  dead,  he  will  hardly  think  of  marrying,  and 
Frederick  and  Fannij  are  the  only  real  connections  he  has 
left,  for  I  never  heard  him  talk  much  of  his  German  con- 
nections. I  continue  still  junior  General,  as  he  does  not 
yet  make  his  appearance  to  be  sworn  in  ;  and  should  he 
determine  to  reside  at  Providence,  1  do  not  think  he  would 
have  much  objection  to  my  applying  for  the  place,  giving 
him  the  salary  ;  but  this  is  only  conjecture,  for  you  know 
what  an  odd  being  he  is,  and  he  might  think  even  a  resig- 
nation a  feather  lost  from  his  plume.  Before  1  heard  of 
De  Brahiti's  reinstatement,  I  unluckily  was  wrote  to  from 
England  by  a  lady,  to  know  if  1  could  do  any  thing  for  a 
relation  of  hers.  At  that  time,  thinking  there  was  a  great 
probability  of  my  being  ordeied  to  the  northward,  I  told 
her  she  might  send  him  out,  and  1  intended  to  have  made 
liim  the  Deputy  Surveyor-General,  and  given  him  the 
thii-ty  Pounds  a  year,  with  such  fees  as  his  industry  might 
make,  and  to  take  care  of  the  office  and  live  with  me.  He 
is  now  a  burden  upon  my  hands  ;  he  is  just  twenty,  has  a 
good  education,  speaks  French,  draws,  and  of  a  genteel 
look.  His  name  is  Samuel  Roivorth.  If  the  Army  makes 
a  practice  of  despatching  so  many  officers  in  the  attack 
of  intrenchments,  they  may  probably  want  stout  young 
healthy  men  to  replace  them.  Should  there  be  any  \->xos- 
pect  oi'  that  kind,  without  its  being  a  favour,  I  should  be 
glad.  He  is  also  recommended  very  strongly  to  Governour 
Tonyn,  who  would  also  give  him  a  Lieutenancy.  The 
P«(/r«  has  not  been  ill,  but  I  think  he  is  far  from  well  ;  lie 
looks  very  bad,  and  has  done  so  some  time.  Northern  air 
would  benefit  him.  Yates  is  in  the  height  of  practice, 
succeeds  very  well,  and  gives  great  satisfaction.  Penman 
and  Payne  drive  on  furiously  in  their  respective  stores,  but 
both  very  dear  ;  therefore,  the  only  way  is  to  have  as  few 
wants  as  possible.  Distress  G'ray  has  had  the  fever  ;  he  is 
better;  his  plantations  do  pretty  well.  Indeed,  everyone 
has  plenty  of  provisions,  which  is  a  fortunate  circumstance, 
as  we  have  no  connections  with  the  other  Provinces. 

Doran  and  Wallace,  with  their  vessels,  are  lying  here, 
and  do  not  know  how  to  employ  them.  The  latter  talks 
of  making  a  voyage  to  the  W'est-Indies.  Martin  Jollie 
came  lately  from  Granada,  to  settle  in  Georgia,  with  thirty 
odd  negroes  ;  but  that  Province  being  in  the  same  state  as 
the  others,  he  has  come  to  his  one  tliousand  acres  on  St. 
Mary's,  and  begun  a  settlement.  He  means  to  follow  the 
lumber  trade,  and  is  now  loading  the  vessel  he  came  in  for 
the  West-India  market.  St.  Mary's  bar  was  lately  sounded 
by  Doran  and  Wallace,  who  both  declare  it  is  better  than 
Charlestonm. 

Pray  what  have  you  done  with  Judge  Owen?  I  hope 
he  does  not  intend  to  turn  volunteer.  If  he  should  he 
possessed  of  the  rage  militaire,  I  shall  expect  to  hear  of 
his  being  a  Colonel  at  least.  If  you  should  be  in  the  way 
of  the  Comptrollers  of  the  Customs,  n  word  from  you 
might  perhaps  be  of  service  for  Counsellor  Holmes,  to  suc- 
ceed Cuming  as  Comptroller  of  the  Customs.  Holmes 
knows  nothing  of  ray  mentioning  this,  for  it  but  this  in- 
stant came  into  my  head  ;  but  it  would  be  an  act  of  charity. 
I  have  not  yet  heard  of  any  person  being  appointed  to  of- 
ficiate by  the  Governour.  Moncrief,  as  usual,  thrives :  he 
has  now  near  a  hundred  negroes.  Cathcrwood  and  his 
lady  live  in  state  by  themselves.  They  seldom  see  any 
one.  You  will  wonder,  in  the  course  of  so  Ion"  a  letter 
to  hear  nothing  yet  of  the  chief.  He  wisely  remains  at 
home  ;  his  schemes  have  sunk  ;  and  being  in  general  look- 
ed upon  as  not  quite  stanch,  few  people  go  there.  Pc7i- 
mnn  is  in  Town,  almost  his  only  friend,   but  his  business 


finds  him  sufficient  employment ;  besides,  I  don't  think  him 
quite  so  hearty  in  the  cause  as  usual.  The  Carolinians 
and  Georgians  having  ransacked  his  goods,  detained  them 
for  three  months,  to  his  detriment  and  Payne's  profit,  gives 
him  not  so  favourable  an  opinion  of  American  liberty.  He 
has  at  last,  after  many  hair-breadth  escapes,  however,  got 
there.  (You  may  thank  my  pen  for  this  thought,  for  the 
hair  is  evident  in  the  last  sentence.) 

This  letter  is  given  to  the  care  of  Captain  Charles  For- 
dyce,  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment.  He  has  been  here 
about  two  years  and  a  half;  lie  goes  now  to  Virginia  with 
the  detachment;  his  own  Company  of  Grenadiers  is  part 
of  it.  He  has  for  these  two  years  past  been  one  of  a  cabi- 
net junto,  consisting  of  the  Padre  and  myself,  where  the 
state  ol  the  Pro\-ince  and  its  welfare  has  been  duly  con- 
sidered. He  of  course  is  well  acquainted  with  the  charac- 
ters, and  had  he  been  here  in  your  time,  I  am  confident 
would  have  been  a  frequent  guest  in  the  Print  room,  and 
a  no  small  sharer  of  the  wicked  bottle.  When  your  friend 
General  McKay  was  at  Boston,  he  was  his  Brigade-Major. 
I  have  often  mentioned  to  you  the  j^roprete  of  this  Regi- 
ment, for  which  it  is  not  a  little  indebted  to  this  gentleman. 
It  is  not  uidikely  but  you  may  meet  before  the  Am.erican 
disturbances  are  quelled.  I  shall  therefore  not  speak  his 
praise  as  an  officer,  but  leave  it  to  your  own  judgment, 
which  is  superiour  to  mine  in  that  as  well  as  other  respects. 
The  real  situation  of  your  old  Province,  and  your  friends 
in  it,  you  may  learn  from  him  every  particidar  you  wish  to 
know,  (for  the  junto  has  been  seldom  without  pretty  good 
intelligence.)  As  he  is  the  particular  friend  of  the  parson 
and  myself,  I  forbear  to  say  so  much  as  I  wish  and  he  de- 
serves;  but  I  may  venture  to  assert,  that  should  you  ever 
meet,  you  will  find  in  him  that  uprightness,  honour,  and 
sincerity,  which  constitute  the  character  of  a  worthy  man, 
and  one  you  will  be  much  pleased  with.  In  regard  to  my 
young  man  and  Holmes,  I  hope  you  know  me  too  well  to 
think  1  mention  them  with  expectation  or  a  presumption 
of  recommendation. 

My  letter  has  got  to  a  great  length;  I  therefore  conclude 
with  sincere  wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness,  and 
hope  you  will  always  believe  me  to  be,  very  truly,  dear 
Sir,  your  very  obliged  and  obedient  humble  servant, 

Fred.  Geo.  Mulcaster. 
Brigadier-General  James  Grant. 


PR0CL.\M.\T10.\   BY   fiOVERNOUR  TRYO.N. 

By  his  Excellency  Wii.li.im  Tryon,  Esq.,  Captain-Gene- 
ral and  Governour-in- Chief  in  and  over  the  Province 
of  New- York,  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon 
in  A.MEKic.\,  Chancellor  and  i 'ice- Admiral  of  the  same  : 

A  Proclam.^tiox. 
Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  stands 
])rorogued  to  the  fourth  day  of  October  next,  I  have 
thought  fit  for  His  Majesty's  service  to  prorogue,  and  I  do 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  His  Majesty's  Council,  farther 
prorogue  the  said  General  Assembly  to  the  first  day  ol' 
JSovemUr  next;  of  which  all  His  Majesty's  subjects  con- 
cerned therein  are  required  to  take  notice,  and  govern 
themselves  accordingly. 

Given  uniler  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  Foit  George, 
in  the  City  of  New- York,  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Srpttm- 
hcr,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George 
the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  IrchnuL  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth. 

AV  If,  LI  AM    TrYON. 

By  his  Excellency's  command  : 

Samuel  Bayard,  Jun".,  Dcp.  Secretary. 
God  save  the  Kins:. 


Ui-ISTt  HESTER  COMMITTKE  TO    NEW-VOHK.  CO.MMITTEE  OF 
.-AFETY. 

V.'hite  Plains,  Septembers!),  1775. 

Gr,vT!,EMEN  :  We  send  you,  by  Mr.  Daniel  Winter,  God- 
frcii  Haines,  a  person  who  was  accused  and  convicted  before 
us  of  denying  the  authority  and  speaking  contemptuously 
of  the  Congresses  and  the  Committee  of  this  County.  He 
',1  as  ordered  to  be  disarmed,  and  upon  examining  him  re- 
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specting  his  arras  and  ammunition,  he  confessed  that  he 
has  a  gun,  pistol,  sword,  powder,  and  ball,  but  refused  in- 
forming the  Committee  where  they  are;  and  as  Haines  is 
a  single  man,  the  Committee  think  it  higiil}'  improbable  that 
his  arms  can  be  found.  We  enclose  you  an  affidavit,  which 
induces  iis  to  think  him  a  very  dangerous  man,  and  there- 
fore send  him  to  you,  to  be  dealt  with  as  you  think  proper. 
After  reading  the  ullidavit,  we  think  it  needless  to  acquaint 
you  that  his  conduct  (by  the  best  iulbrmalion  we  can  get) 
has  been  very  extraordinary  ;  such  as  goin^  armed,  and 
giving  out  threats  against  some  of  the  Conmiittee,  and  the 
Connecticut  Troops,  k,c. 

The  Committee  think  it  extremely  necessary,  for  the 
safety  of  the  County,  that  the  commissions  lor  the  Militia 
oflicers  should  be  immediately  forwarded. 

We  are,  Gentlen)en,  your  most  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Comniiitee  : 

Gii.iiKiiT  Dkakk,  C/uiirnwn. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety  forthe  I'rovince  of  New-York. 

WliSTCHESTEK    ColUltl/,  SS. 

Eunice  Purely,  of  Rye,  in  the  said  County,  Spinster, 
being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
God,  deposeth  and  saith  :  That  on  or  about  the  2d  of 
September,  instant,  Godfrey  Haines  was  at  Daniel  Purdy's, 
at  Rye,  and  in  conversation  at  that  time  said  he  understood 
that  the  Comn)ittee  or  Congress  had  made  a  law  to  oblige 
all  to  train  under  them;  and  that,  "damn  them,  if  they 
catne  after  him,  they  should  cither  kill  him,  or  he  would 
kill  some  of  them;"  and  that,  dead  or  alive,  lie  would  be 
revenged  ;  and  that  he  had  enough  in  his  pocket  for  Gve  or 
six  of  them.  That  he  also  damned  the  Congresses  and 
Committees  frequently,  and  said  that  he  had  as  lief  be  in  hell 
as  in  the  hands  of  the  Congress  or  Committee  ;  that  they 
should  see  if  they  were  not  all  cut  down  in  a  fortnight,  at 
farthest ;  that  he  wished  the  men  of  war  would  come  along 
the  Sound,  and  that  he  would  be  one  to  show  them  whom 
to  fire  upon;  and  that  he  wished  they  had  raised  their 
Company  three  months  ago,  for  then  the  matter  would  have 
been  settled  before  that  time.  And  farther  this  deponent 
saith  not.  Eunice  Pludy. 

Sworn  the  2Sth  o(  September,  177.3,  before  me, 

GiLiiERT  Drake. 

GENERAL    SCHUVI.ER  TO   CONTINENTAL   CONGRESS. 
[Keid  October  9,  1775.] 

Ticonderoga,  September  29,  1775. 

Sir:  1  am  this  moment  favoured  with  a  letter  from 
(jeneral  Montgomery,  enclosing  sundry  papers,  copies  of 
which  are  enclosed. 

Of  the  articles  wanted  by  Captain  Lamb,  I  can  only  fur- 
nish about  five  hundred  pounds  of  powder,  leavini;  not  an 
ounce  at  this  place,  one  tiiirteen-inch  mortar,  and  about  one 
hundred  fusees  ;  these  to  go  to-morrow. 

The  money  the  Cniighnnwagas  received  was  four  hun- 
dred Pounds,  which  I  desired  General  Montgomery  to  give 
them,  for  themselves  and  the  other  six  Canadian  tribes. 

The  prisoners  mentioned  in  General  Montgomery's  letter 
are  Neil  MrFall,  Sergeant,  and  James  Anderson,  Corpo- 
ral, of  Captain  Swan's  Company,  of  the  Twenty-Sixth 
Regiment;  Tliomas  Goone,  Gunner,  and  Matthew  Bell, 
John  Boetlc,  Osburn  Frederick,  and  Robert  Knox,  Ma- 
trosses,  of  Captain  Jones's  Com[)any,  Royal  Artillery; 
Tliomas  Donohue,  Mvshech  Seers,  IVilliam  FJphinston, 
Pierre  Mnrrasee,  John  Larue,  Joseph  Lainotc,  Jean  Oril- 
lat,  and  Franeois  L'Uzeau. 

Since  the  arrival  o(  Easton's  people,  taken  notice  of  in 
General  Montgomery's  letter,  all  the  provision  mentioned 
ill  my  letter  of  the  ^8th  instant  is  arrived  at  the  Army,  so 
that  1  beg  you  will  not  be  under  any  apprehensions  on  that 
account.  I  foresaw  that  it  would  he  the  case  immediately 
on  my  arrival  here,  and  took  every  measure  I  possibly 
could  to  guard  against  it.  Besides  what  was  gone  before, 
I  have  sent  off  four  hatteaus  to-day;  and  nine,  instead  of 
ten,  which  General  Montgomery  has  sent  me,  will  return 
lo-morrow — six  with  provisions,  and  the  other  three  with 
artillery  stores,  and  a  re-enforcement  of  one  hundred  good 
men  of  the  third  New-York  Regiment. 

I  beg  the  explicit  directions  of  Congre.ss  on  that  para- 
graph of  General  Montgomery's  letter  marked  (a,)  and  1 


most   sincerely  join    him    in    the   wish    contained    in   the 
next. 

I  have  sent  to  yetr-York  and  Albany,  express,  for  pow- 
der; 1  hope  some  will  be  sent. 

1  am  now  drove  to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  employ- 
ing all  my  blacksmiths  in  making  nails,  as  I  cannot  build  a 
boat  for  want  of  them.  Had  1  strength  to  get  out  of  my 
room,  I  should  not  be  tormented  so  much  as  I  am  bv  a 
parcel  of  scoundrel  artificers,  taken  out  of  the  troops. 

I  am  too  much  indisposed  to-day  to  enter  upon  the  mat- 
ters I  promised  in  my  last.  I  shall  only  observe  that  the 
pay  of  the  officers  is  so  amazingly  low,  that  I  fear  few  gen- 
tlemen will  engage  for  the  winter  service. 

1  am,  Sir,  with  the  utmost  esteem,  your  and  the  Con- 
gress's most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schiyler. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  1  shall  send  the  prisoners  to  C'lWtcclicul,  except 
Elpkinston  whose  parents  are  at  New-  York. 


GENERAL  MONTGOMERY  TO  GENERAL  SCHLYLEK. 

Camp  south  side  of  St.  Jolin's,  September  24,  1775. 

i\lv  Dear  General  :  I  take  the  opportunity  of  Mr. 
Trumbull's  return  to  acquaint  you  that  a  succession  of  bad 
weather  and  our  own  feebleness  have  hitherlo  kept  us  back 
in  our  operations.  However,  1  expect  to  set  our  mortal's 
to  work  to-night  ;  a  gun  battery  1  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  think  of. 

This  morning,  the  Caughnawagas  received  their  money. 
They  assure  me  that  all  the  Western  Indians  and  Six  Na- 
tions are  departed  home.  Philip  Phelps,  one  of  their 
headmen,  was  at  Montreal  the  day  before  yesterday.  He 
believes  the  Governour  was  on  board  ship,  as  he  did  not 
see  him.  He  saw  Guy  Johnson,  who  told  him  he  himself 
was  going  away. 

Major  Broim  was  lucky  enough  to  take  a  quantity  of 
stores  designed  for  the  Indians,  who  had  been  prevailed 
on  to  come  to  La  Prairie,  in  order  to  march  against  us,  by 
Mr.  Carleton.     That  project  is  now  at  an  end. 

I  send  you  the  prisoners  who  have  been  taken.  I  have 
told  them  they  were  to  go  to  Connecticut.  Among  them 
are  two  Canadian  merchants,  who  made  a  desperate  re- 
sistance. They  were  furnished  with  the  Governour's  pro- 
clamation, which  I  send  you. 

You  have  enclosed  Colonel  Allen's  last  letter  to  me, 
which  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  inclinations  of  the  peo- 
]ile  in  that  quarter.  I  have  favourable  accounts  from  La 
Prairie,  where  Brown  now  is. 

Could  I  depend  on  the  troops,  I  might  venture  to  pro- 
mise success  ;  but,  alas,  I  can  say  nothing  pleasing  on  that 
head.  The  other  night.  Captain  Mottc,  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment of  YorA'ccs,  basely  deserted  the  mortar  battery,  with- 
out ever  having  been  attacked,  came  into  camp,  and  made 
me  a  formal  report  that  the  enemy  had  rushed  into  the 
work,  and  that  his  men  had  left  him.  An  hour  after,  his 
Lieutenant  came  in,  with  about  half  the  party,  brought  in 
some  tools  which  he  had  picked  up  after  his  Captain  had 
ran  away,  and  honestly  told  me  there  had  been  no  enemy 
there.  \Veie  I  furnished  with  poweis  for  that  purpose,  he 
should  not  live  an  hour  after  his  trial,  if  the  court  condemn 
him  ;  but  I  must  transmit  the  court-martial  to  you. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  go  on  half  allowance  of  pork  ;  I 
had  but  thirteen  barrels  when  Easton's  people  arrived.  I 
now  send  ten  boats.  Flour  is  six  livres  per  bushel  in 
Canada. 

I  believe  we  have  had  but  one  man  killed  ;  you  know 
we  take  good  care  of  ourselves. 

(fi)  It  is  almost  time  to  think  of  politics.  I  shall  en- 
deavour, if  successful,  to  have  Deputies  sent  from  Canada 
to  the  Congress,  giving  them  assurances  that,  before  an 
accommodation  takes  place,  Canada  must  have  a  free 
Government;  that  the  Congress  will  as  soon  give  up  the 
Massachusetts  Government  to  the  resentment  of  the  Minis- 
try, as  relinquish  this  point. 

1  could  wish  to  have  three  members  of  the  Congress  as 
a  council  immediately,  lest  I  should  make  any  faux  pas. 
Shall  I  not  see  you  soon  ?  I  wish  exceedingly  to  have  the 
burden  off  my  shoulders. 

I  believe  1  have  touched  on  every  point  I  had  to  com- 
municate. 


841 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  SEPTEMBER,  17" 


842 


I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  with  the  most  earnest  wishes  for  your 
recovery,  your  most  obedicut  and  respectful  humble  ser- 
vant, Richard  MoNTfiOHEUv. 
To  General  .Schui/lcr. 

GENERAL  MONTGOMERY  TO  GENERAI-  SCHL  YI.ER. 

Uuiiip  iifar  St.  John's,  Scpteiiib.-i-  -^4,  177 J. 

Dear  Sir:  1  have  acquainted  the  Caughnawagns  that 
they  may  go  to  their  hunting  grounds,  on  the  Lakes,  when- 
ever they  please.  I  beg  you  will  give  orders  that  they  be 
not  molested.  I  have  told  them  that,  so  long  as  these 
troubles  continue,  I  should  be  glad  they  would  take  passes. 

1  am,  Sir,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient 

RlCllAHl)    M0NTGO>IF.RY. 


GENERAL   SCHl'YLER  TO   NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 

Ticoiideroga,  Septiiaber  29,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  still  confined  with  the  remains  of  an 
inveterate  disorder.  1  have  this  moment  received  a  line 
from  General  Montgomery.  He  holds  Si.  John's  besiegeil ; 
but  the  weak  state  of  our  Army  and  artillery  cause  the 
operations  to  go  on  slowly.  Tlie  Lkmudians  are  friendly 
to  us,  and  join  us  in  great  numbers  ;  but  unless  we  succeed 
against  St.  John's,  all  other  operations  in  that  quarter  will 
avail  little.  We  are  in  want  of  powder;  and  1  send  this 
by  express,  that  you  may  forward  me  five  tons,  if  you  can. 
It  should  come  in  boats  that  can  be  rowed,  that  no  delay 
may  be  made.  Several  rascals  of  the  lirst  Jjattaliou  have 
deserted  to  the  enemy  ;  and  Captain  Mottc,  of  the  same 
corps,  shamefully  ran  away  from  our  bomb  battery,  when 
not  one  of  the  enemy  was  near  him. 

Pray,  let  the  powder  be  sent  to  the  care  of  Colonel  J 'an 
Schaick,  at  Albany. 

We  have  taken  fifteen  prisoners,  seven  of  which  are 
soldiers,  the  rest  unfriendly  Canadians  and  Scotchnun,  in 
the  service  of  the  Ministry. 

i  am.  Gentlemen,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant,  „  e 

i   HILir   bcllUVLER. 

To  the  I^cw-York  Provincial  Congress. 

P.  S.  Be  pleased  to  forward  the  enclosed  by  express. 


GOVF.RNOUR  TKUMBCLL  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon,  September  29,  177.">. 

SfR:  I  have  your  favour  of  the  20th  instant.  It  gave 
tiie  great  concern  to  hear  of  your  very  severe  fit  of  illness. 
It  is  very  agreeable  to  hear  that,  after  your  return,  you  find 
yourself  much  better,  and  hojie  soon  to  be  able  to  rejoin 
your  Army,  and  give  a  favourable  account  of  your  opera- 
tions. The  savages  retiring  from  St.  John's  is  a  good 
omen  that  they  will  not  join  against  us. 

I  received,  the  '24lh,  a  letter  from  Colonel  Dyer,  dated 
Philadelphia,  September  1.5,  instant,  wherein  he  acquaints 
me  with  the  account  Mr.  Lynch,  one  of  the  South-Caro- 
lina Delegates,  who  has  been  at  Ticondcroga  in  the  recess 
of  the  Congress,  gives  w'ith  respect  to  the  Connecticut 
Forces  under  your  command.  He  says  that  Colonel  Hin- 
man  has  not  above  one  hundred  soldiers  with  him  ;  that  he 
has  suffered  them  to  depart  to  their  various  homes,  now, 
when  their  service  (if  ever)  is  wanted  and  required  ;  Colo- 
net  Waterbnry's  partly  full,  but  many  of  our  soldiers  with- 
out arms;  that  they  all  refuse  to  be  mustered,  or  to  come 
under  the  Continental  regulations.  A  soldier  to  go  to  war 
without  arms  is  a  solecism.  Why  they  should  "refuse  to 
be  mustered  I  cannot  conceive,  as  no  disadvantage  to  them 
can  possibly  arise  from  it.  It  appears  to  me  Mr.  Lynch 
must  have  been  grossly  misinformed.  In  yours  of  the  i21st 
of  August  you  inform  that  you  have  ordered  oft"  Colonel 
Hinman's  Regiment,  (excepting  two  Companies.)  amount- 
ing to  about  five  hundi'ed  men.  In  your  last  you  mention 
the  increase  of  the  sick  of  our  Troops,  and  your  conduct 
with  them,  which  is  very  good,  but  make  no  mention  of 
any  misconduct  of  Colonel  Hinman.  I  cannot  think  it  of 
him,  or  that  any  of  our  Troops  were  suffered  or  would  go 
without  any  arms  or  ammunition.  It  is  necessary  this 
affair  is  set  in  a  true  light,  that  no  damage  may  happen 
thereby  lo  this  Colony,  to  the  Colonel,  or  his  Regiment. 


I  can  have  no  imagination  that  you  or  Colonel  Hinman 
have  or  do  suffer  well  and  effective  men  to  return  home  at 
this  critical  juncture.  I  write  to  Colonel  Hinman  upon  it, 
requesting  a  true  state  of  the  facts,  and  desire  the  favour  of 
your  certificate  upon  the  same.  I  was  much  surprised  at 
l\Ir.  Phelps's  complaint  and  distress  for  money  to  pay  the 
people  he  enqiloyed,  and  his  application  to  our  Pay  Table 
lor  it,  but  more  so  at  the  application  of  your  Commissary- 
Genei'al  for  one  thousand  four  hundred  Pounds,  to  buy 
beef  for  your  Army.  1  am  rejoiced  to  hear  Major  Hobby 
and  Captain  IMead  are  out  of  danger.  1  take  the  liberty, 
by  this  o|)portunity,  to  recommend  to  your  kind  assistance 
and  countenance  my  son,  who  comes  out  your  Paymaster- 
General.  1  trust  he  will  discharge  his  duty  so  as  to  meet 
your  approbation,  and  merit  your  recommendation  to  the 
honourable  General  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies  in 
America,  that  he  may  receive  a  meet  reward  (or  his  fatigue, 
risk,  expense,  and  service. 

Your  accounts  from  General  Jl'ashinston  render  it  need- 
less for  me  to  give  intelligent'e  of  the  occurrences  among 
our  Forces  in  these  parts. 

Trusting  in  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  events  to  restore 
to  you  the  great  blessing  of  health,  and  of  an  opportunity 
to  give  a  favourable  account  of  your  operations,  I  am,  with 
great  truth  and  sincerity,  Sir,  your  very  obedient  humble 
servant,  Jonathan  Trl-mbuli,. 

The  Hon.  ^Major-General  Schuyler. 


governoi:r  cooke  to  ghnrral  Washington. 

PruvideiR-e,  September  29,  177J. 

Sir:  I  am  to  inform  you  that  there  are  part  of  two 
Companies  of  the  lihode-Lland  Brigade,  consisting  of 
about  seventy-four  men,  now  upon  Block-Island,  who  were 
sent  theie  to  secure  the  stock  imtil  it  could  be  removed. 
If  you  think  proper  that  these  men  should  bo  ordered  to 
the  camp,  please  to  let  me  know  it,  and  1  shall  immediately 
give  directions  for  their  marching. 

The  packet  sent  out  to  countermand  Captain  Whipple's 
voyage  to  Bermuda  cruised  until  the  27th  instant,  and  then 
returned,  without  being  able  to  see  him.  1  think  it  proba- 
ble that  Captain  Whipple  had  gained  intelligence  of  the 
arrival  of  tlie  packet  at  New-  York,  and  pursued  his  voyage 
before  the  time  limited  for  the  expiration  of  his  cruise. 

We  are  informed  that  six  transports,  with  some  ships  of 
war,  are  now  in  the  Vineyard  Sound,  designed,  withoLit 
doubt,  to  procure  another  supply  of  fresh  stock. 

1  am,  with  great  esteem,  Sir,  yourujost  humble  and  njost 
obedient  servant,  Nicholas  Cooke. 

To  General  Washington. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO  THE  GENERAL   COURT  OF  MA^S^- 
CHl'SETrS-BAY. 

CambriJgo,  .September  28,  177.5. 

Gentlemen:  The  Indian  who  accompanies  Jlr.  A'jV^-- 
land  is  an  Oneida  chief  of  considerable  I'ank  in  his  own 
country.  He  has  come  on  a  visit  to  the  camp,  principally 
to  satisfy  his  curio'^ity;  but  as  his  tribe  has  been  very 
fiiendly  to  the  United  Colonies,  and  his  report  to  his  nation, 
at  his  return,  will  have  important  consequences  to  the  pub- 
lick  interest,  I  have  studiously  endeavoured  to  make  his 
visit  agreeable. 

Having  expressed  an  inclination  to  pay  his  respects 
to  the  General  Court,  I  thought  it  proper  to  let  them 
know  who  he  was,  and  upon  wliat  errand  he  came,  not 
doubting  but  your  honourable  Board  will  join  with  me  ia 
showing  him  all  proper  civilities.  1  have  directed  a  pre- 
sent to  be  prepared  for  him  at  his  return. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect  and  regard,  yoiu- 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Gi:oRGE  Washington. 
The  Hon.  .hums  Warren,  I->q..  Siieaker. 

petition    of  the    FIELr>-OFriCER<-.   WINTER-HILl,. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  fur  the  Pro- 
vince o/New-Hamfshire  : 
We,  the  Field-Oflicers  of  the  several   New- Hampshire 
Regiments  stationed  at  Winter-Hill,  beg  leave  to  suggest 
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that,  amonjr  tlie  Xcw- Hampshire  as  well  as  the  other  Force?, 
vacancies  are  IVequentU  occurriii!:;;  to  fill  up  \vl,icli  we  are 
obliged  to  take  the  method  of  a|i|)lyint;  to  the  Province  for 
an  a'ppointment  before  we  can  liave  those  vacancies  filled 
up,  which  not  only  gives  great  trouble,  and  creates  expense, 
but  sometimes  leaves  the  Companies  in  some  measure  un- 
otKcercd.  To  prevent  which,  as  wc  have  a  Brigadier- 
General  who  we  persuade  ourselves  will  endeavom-  to  put 
in  such  persons,  to  fill  u|)  those  vacancies,  as  will  he  most 
agreeable  to  the  Troops  in  general,  we  entreat  that  he 
may  be  supplied  with  a  number  of  blank  commissions  for 
all  odicers  under  the  degree  of  a  Field-Odicer,  having  par- 
ticular regard  to  the  sentiments  of  the  oflicers  in  the  Kegi- 
iiient  where  such  an  appointment  is  to  be  made  ;  and  your 
petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

John  Stark,  Col.     Isr.vei,  Oilman, -L^  CoJ. 

Enoch  Poor,  Col.    John  McDlffee,  Lt.  Cul. 

James  Reed,  Col.      Joseph  Cillev,  Ulujur. 

Isaac  Nyman,  Cul. 
Soptoniber  29,  1775. 


COLONEL  ARNOLD  TO  CAl'TAIN  FAItNS WORTH. 

Fort  Westeru,  S.-ptomb  t  :i9,  177J. 

Sir:  You  will  forward  on  all  the  provisions  here,  as  fast 
as  possible,  to  Fort  Halifar,  and  such  as  the  batteaus  carry 
on  order  stored  there.  You  will  have  two  or  three  people 
left  to  assist  you.  The  sick  you  will  order  on  hoard  the 
Broad-Bay,  Captain  Clarkson,  to  be  returned  to  ycu-huri/. 

The at  Coltjuni's  secure,  and  leave  until  the 

event  of  this  expedition  is  known.  Forward  on  all  the  new 
batteaus,  poles,  oars,  pitch,  nails,  &.C.,  that  are  or  shall  be 
procured,  and,  as  soon  as  you  can,  join  the  detachment. 
Leave  particular  directions  with  Mr.  lioicard  to  take  care 
of  the  goods  left.     I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

B.   Arnold. 
To  Captain  Farnsworth. 


ADDRESS    Of  THE   TOWN   OF    STIRLINH. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Town  Council 
of  the  City  of  Stirling,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of  Suffolk, 
one  of  His  IMajesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and 
presented  to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  hionlik  Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and 

Town  Council  of  the  City  of  Stuu-ing. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

At  a  time  when  a  great  pait  of  your  Majesty's  deluded 
subjects  in  America  have  ijrcsumed  openly  to  take  up  arms 
against  your  Majesty's  Government,  we,  your  Majesty's 
most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Provost,  Magistrates, 
and  Town  Council  of  your  ancient  City  of  Stirling,  hum- 
bly beg  leave  to  rejieat  our  attachment  to  your  Majesty's 
sacred  person,  family,  and  Government,  and  to  express  om- 
abhorrence  and  detestation  of  such  illegal,  unconstitutional, 
and  rebellious  proceedings. 

Wo  reflect  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  gratitude  on 
your  Majesty's  paternal  care  for  the  welfare  of  your  sub- 
jects, in  establishing  a  peace,  equally  conducive  to  the  glory 
and  to  the  commerce  of  all  your  Majesty's  Dominions,  and 
wc  sincerely  regret  that  such  a  peace  should  ever  have 
been  disturbed  by  a  part  of  our  infatuated  fellow-subjects; 
at  the  same  time  we  bog  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  that 
wo  will  cheerfully  contribute  om-  utmost  efibrts  in  defence 
of  your  Majesty's  sacred  person  and  Government. 

Confiding  in  your  IMajesty's  prudence  and  clemency, 
and  in  the  conduct  and  abilities  of  your  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters and  ofTicers,  wc  trust  that  a  speedy  and  honourable 
issue  will  be  put  to  tlicse  disturbances,  upon  a  solid  foimda- 
tion,  and  that  your  Majesty's  (Jolonies  will  return  to  their 
duly  and  allegiance,  and  to  that  happiness  which  they  have 
forfeited  by  their  rebellion  against  the  best  of  Princes. 

We  fervently  implore  Heaven  to  bless  your  Majesty's 
arms  and  councils  with  success,  and  that  you  may  trans- 
mit the  imperial  Crown  of  these  realms,  and  the  dominions 
thereto  belonging,  in  the  most  flourishing  condition,  to  your 
Majesty's  remotest  posteritv. 

Signed  by  our  Frrescs,  in  our  name  and  by  our  appoint- 


ment, in  the  Coimcil  Chamber  of  the  said  City  of  .Stirling. 
the  thirtieth  day  o{  September,  1775. 

James  Ginn,  Prases. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE     FIRST    REGIMENT  OF    THE     DEVONSHIRE 
MILITIA. 

Address  of  the  Officers  of  the  First  Regiment  of  the  De- 
vonshire Militia,  presented  to  His  Maiesty  by  Colonel  Ac- 
land,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Orchard,  and  Major  Basscit. 

'To  the  King's  Most  Eictllent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Officers  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment of  the  Devonshire  Militia. 
Most  a  radons  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majestv's  mo^t  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  llio 
oflicers  of  the  First  Regiment  of  the  .Militia  of  your  County 
of  Devon,  now  assembled  at  Evetcr,  hope  we  shall  not  be 
esteemed  presumptuous,  if",  in  the  name  of  the  Regiment, 
we  venture  to  approach  your  royal  person  with  our  unani- 
mous assurances  of  that  fidelity  and  attachment  which  a 
mild,  just,  and  equal  Government  must  ever  produce  in  the 
minds  of  Britons. 

Conscious  that,  under  your  Majesty's  benign  Govern- 
ment, and  the  influence  of  this  happy  Constitution,  we 
enjoy  every  sjjecies  of  liberty  compatiblo  with  the  existence 
of  society,  we  should  think  ourselves  inexcusable  if  we  did 
not  take  this  opportunity  of  joining  our  uninfluenced  voice 
to  that  of  our  countrymen,  publickly  to  express  the  just 
abhorrence  in  which  we  hold  every  attempt  to  alienate  the 
minds  of  your  Maj'jsty's  subjects. 

Fully  persuaded  that  that  constitutional  body,  of  which 
we  form  a  part,  will  be  always  found  a  firm  support  to  your 
IMajesty's  Government,  we  should  not  have  intruded  on 
your  royal  presence,  but  that,  in  times  like  these,  we  think 
it  as  much  the  duty  as  we  know  it  is  the  interest  of  every 
man  of  property,  to  show  a  more  than  negative  allegiance 
to  the  best  of  Sovereigns. 

None  can  hold  in  greater  detestation  than  we  do,  the 
unnatural  behaviour  of  your  American  subjects.  The  Con- 
stitution has  prescribed  to  us  our  s[)here  of  action  ;  but  we 
must  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  that  we  shall  at  all 
times  be  as  ready  to  exert  our  utmost  eftbrts  to  suppress 
any  internal  enemies  of  your  Majesty's  Government  and 
this  Constitution,  as  our  gallant  countrymen  have  been  in 
asserting  the  just  rights  of  the  British  Empire  in  America. 
jMay  your  Majesty's  reign  continue  glorious.  May  the 
united  ellbrts  of  a  great,  free,  and  loyal  people,  render  vonr 
IMajesty's  endeavours  to  re-establish  the  violated  supremacy 
of  the  British  Legislature,  over  every  part  of  your  Majes- 
ty's Dominions,  as  effectual  as  they  are  just. 

John  D.  Acland,  Col.       Thos.  SHEPPARD,Cflp?. 

Paul  Orchard,  i,<.  Cul,  Sau'i.Sx\ei\y,  Lieutenant 

Francis  Bassett,  ilify'or.      and  Adjutant. 

Edward  Payne,  Capt.       W,m.  TXobbi'ss,  Lieut. 

Edward  Chave,  Capt.      Nath.  P.  Pyne,  Lieut. 

Mich.  SouTHcorE,Cfy;/.    A.  B.  Peppin,  Lieut. 

T.  D.  Acland,  Capt.  Henry  Thornh ill, Lieut. 

John  Lakoche,  Capt.        \\y\.  Xsviiew,  Ensign. 

address    of   THE   GENTLEMEN,  ETC.,  OF  GREAT  VARMOfTH. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  IMcrchanls,  and  prin- 
cipal Inhabitants  of  the  Burgh  of  Great  Yarmouth,  in  the 
County  of  Norfolk,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Charles 
Toivnshcnd,  Esq.,  one  of  their  Representatives  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Merchants, 
and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Burgh  of  Great  Yar- 
mouth, in  the  County  o/"  Norfolk. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We  bog  leave  to  approach  your  iMajesty  in  the  most  loyal 
manner,  to  express  the  sentiments  of  our  hearts  in  an  un- 
dissemblod  duly  and  alFection  to  your  IMajesty  and  oui 
happy  Constitution. 

\Ve  cannot  but  lament  the  misery  and  abhor  the  con- 
duct of  many  of  our  deluded  fellow-subjects  in  parts  of 
your  American  Colonies,  who  have  plunged  themselves 
into  an  open  rebellion,  by  preferring  the  influence  ol  sedl- 
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tious  men  to  the  mild  goveinment  and  tender  protection  of 
their  Sovereign  and  the  supreme  Legislature. 

We  equally  admire  your  Majesty's  wisdom  and  goodness 
in  taking  the  gracious  means  to  avert  their  ruin.  The 
measures  now  adopted,  we  trust,  will  speedily  conquer  the 
evils,  and  restore  the  general  tranquillity;  being  agreeable 
to  the  spirit  of  our  laws,  and  for  the  true  honour  and  hap- 
piness of  all  your  iMajesty's  dutiful  subjects  amongst  whom 
we  entreat  your  Majesty  to  believe  none  shall  excel  us  in 
the  most  Atitliful  and  grateful  zeal. 

Given  under  our  hands,  the  thirlielh  day  of  Scptcmljcr, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 


GENTLEMAN    IN    qUEBECh 
E,    SCOTLANJ),   DATED   SEt 


EXTKACT  OF  A  LETTER  FliOM 
TO  HIS  FATHER  IN  AYRSHl 
TEMBER  30,  177-5. 

As  this  Colony  is  in  some  sort  detached  from  the  rest, 
we  imagined  ourselves  in  no  danger  of  being  in\olved  in 
these  alarming  dis|)utes  that  now  prevail  over  this  Conti- 
nent; the  contrary  of  which,  however,  I  am  now  soii'y  to 
inform  you  of. 

About  the  beginning  of  Mai/  last,  as  you  would  see  in 
your  newspapers,  the  rebels  made  themselves  masters  of 
all  the  forts,  &.C.,  on  Lakes  George  and  Clinmplain,  which 
lie  between  this  and  the  Southern  Colonies  ;  likewise,  of 
the  King's  sloop  and  boats  on  said  lakes.  They  have 
also,  since  that  time,  repeatedly  attempted  to  invade,  and 
consequently  to  plunder  this  Province  ;  but  have,  as  yet, 
been  luckily  prevented  from  putting  their  intended  scheme 
into  execution,  by  means  of  a  few  Troops  and  the  Brituh 
Militia.  In  the  course  of  the  summer,  there  have  indeed 
been  several  slight  engagements,  in  which  the  rebels  were 
always  defeated,  but  with  very  little  loss  to  His  Majest}'s 
Troops. 

Last  post  brought  us  advice  from  Montreal,  that  on 
Monday  last,  two  or  three  hundred  rebels,  incluchng  some 
Canacliajis  who  have  joined  them,  landed  witliin  a  league 
of  that  place,  and  in  expectation  of  a  great  number  of 
Canadians  to  assist  them,  they  intended  to  have  taken  the 
Town  by  surpi'ise,  and  to  have  plundered  it. 

The  inhabitants,  however,  directly  upon  their  landing, 
took  the  alarm,  and  the  drums  beat  to  arms.  Upon  which, 
about  three  hundred  gentlemen,  merchants,  and  other  inha- 
bitants, together  with  forty  soldiers,  marched  out,  under  the 
command  of  Major  Campbell.  They  immediately  attacked 
the  rebels,  who,  after  a  brisk  fire  for  the  space  of  an  houi', 
were  obliged  to  give  way  and  take  to  their  boats,  by  whicdi 
they  escaped  over  the  river,  but  with  the  loss  of  a  consi- 
derable number  killed  and  wounded;  besides  thirly-four 
taken  prisoners,  among  whom  is  one  Ethan  Allen,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  that  party.  Only  three  men  killed  on 
the  King's  side,  with  tlu-ee  or  four  wounded.  My  uncle, 
who  is  at  present  at  Montreal,  was  in  the  engagement,  and 
came  off  safe.  Some  of  the  rebel  prisoners,  who  are 
Canadians,  inform  us  that  Allen  hired  them  at  the  rate  of 
fifteen  pence  per  day,  and  moreover  promised  them  their 
share  oltlie  jilunder  of  (^uclieck  and  Montreal. 

From  the  little  expectation  we  had  of  being  involved  in 
this  quarrel,  we  are  left  in  a  great  measure  defenceless,  by 
reason  of  our  Troops  being  all  sent  to  Boston,  except  two 
Regiments,  who  only  remain  in  this  Province.  RIatteis 
being  in  this  situation,  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  laying 
aside  carrying  on  business  as  usual,  and  have  been  all 
obliged  to  take  up  arms,  and  form  ourselves  into  a  Militia, 
for  the  safety  of  ourselves  and  property.  We  are  abo  very 
busy  in  putting  this  garrison  into  the  best  postui'e  of  defence 
we  can,  and  are  determined  to  hold  it  out  to  the  last,  in  case 
of  an  attack. 

The  season  of  the  year  will,  however,  in  a  short  time, 
oblige  the  rebels  to  leave  the  Country,  and  next  spring  we 
expect  assistance  from  Great  Britain,  or  some  place  else, 
so  that  the  danger  is  not  now  so  great  as  we  imagined  some 
time  aifo. 


CIIARLESTOWN   (sOUTH-C AROLINa)    GENERAL    COMMITTEE. 
Ill  General  Committee,  C'harlestowii,  Soutli-Carolina,  ) 
October  3,  1775.       (, 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  this  Committee  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Lord  If'illiam  Campbell,  of  the  29tli  idt., 
his  Exct'llencv's  Answer  of  the  GOlh,  and  the  Letter  from 


this  Committee  to  Captain  Thornhorough,  of  His  Majesty's 
Sloop  Tamar,  of  the  same  date,  be  forthwith  |)rinted,  and 
made  publick.  Peter  Timothy,  Secretary. 

Message  to  his  Etcellency  the  Governour. 

State-House,  .September  29,  177j. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  It  is  with  great 
concejii  we  find  that,  for  some  days  past,  your  Excellency 
has  been  pleased  to  withdraw  yourself  from  Charlestoivn, 
the  seat  of  your  Government,  and  have  retired  on  board 
the  King's  ship.  The  inconveniences  which  must  unavoid- 
ably arise  to  the  people,  deprived,  by  this  step,  of  that 
easy  access  to  your  Excellency  which  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  transacting  publick  affairs,  are  apparent ;  and  we 
submit  to  your  Excellency's  consideration,  whether  the 
retirement  of  our  Governour  to  a  King's  ship,  in  this  gene- 
ral disi;;!ielude,  when  the  minds  of  the  people  are  filled 
with  the  greatest  apprehensions  for  their  safety,  may  not 
increase  iheii'  alarm,  and  excite  jealousies  of  some  preme- 
ilitdteiJ  (lesions  against  them.  We  therefore  entreat  that 
your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  return  to  Charlestotvn, 
the  accustomed  place  of  resilience  of  the  Governour  of 
South-Carolina.  And  your  Excellency  may  be  assured, 
that  whilst)  agreeable  to  your  repeated  and  solemn  decla- 
rations, your  Excellency  shall  take  no  active  part  against 
the  good  people  of  this  Colony,  in  the  present  arduous 
struggle  for  the  pi'eservation  of  their  civil  liberties,  we  will, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  secure  to  your  Excellency  that 
safety  and  respect,  for  your  person  and  character,  which  the 
inhabitants  of  Carolina  have  ever  wished  to  show  to  the 
representative  of  their  Soxerei'^n. 

By  order  of  the  General  Coniinitlee  : 

IJem'.v  LiAiKENs,  Chairman. 


Si 
set  o 
tee." 


The  Govcrnonr's  jlnsu'cr. 

Tamar,  Sqilrmber  30,  177,). 

received  a  message,  signed  by  yon,  from  a 


people  who  style  themselves  a  "General  Commit- 
The  ])resumplion  of  such  an  address,  from  a  body 
assembled  by  no  legal  authority,  and  whom  1  must  consider 
as  in  actual  and  open  rebellion  against  their  So\creign,  can 
only  be  equalled  by  the  outrages  which  obliged  me  to  take 
refuge  on  board  the  King's  ship  in  this  harbour.  It  de- 
servos  no  answer,  nor  should  I  have  given  it  any,  but  to  mark 
the  hardiness  with  which  you  have  advanced  that  I  could 
so  far  Ibrget  my  duty  to  my  Sovereign  and  to  my  Country 
as  to  promise  that  I  would  take  no  active  part  in  bringing 
the  subverters  of  our  glorious  Constitution,  and  the  real 
liberties  of  the  people,  to  a  sense  of  their  duty.  The  un- 
manly arts  that  have  already  lieen  used  to  ]irejudice  me  in 
the  general  opinion  may  still  be  employed  by  that  Com- 
mittee. 

But  I  never  will  retm-n  to  Charlestown  till  I  can  support 
the  King's  authority,  and  protect  his  faithful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects. Whenever  the  people  of  this  Province  will  put  it  in 
my  power  to  render  them  essential  service,  i  will  with 
pleasure  embrace  the  op|)orlunity,  and  think  it  a  very 
happy  one. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  ser\ant. 
,ji     11    1  ,  T,"',  Willi  ".M  Campbell. 

Lrlttr  to  Captain  Thornborougii. 

.state-Iloiise,  .Srptnmbcr  .SO,  177,'-,. 

Sir:  This  afternoon,  one  of  your  ofliccrs  brought  up  a 
paper  from  on  board  the  Tamar,  addressed  lo  Henry  Lau- 
rens, Esq.  It  appeared  to  have  been  intended  as  an  answer 
to  a  message  from  the  General  Committee  to  his  Excellen- 
cy the  Governour.  It  had  no  siirnature  :*  but  the  officer 
declared  he  brought  it  from  Lord  ll'illiam  Campbell. 

We  find  that,  upon  your  oiHcer's  return  to  his  boat,  he 
was  much  insulted  by  some  persons,  at  present  unknown. 
We  hereby  express  our  concern  at  such  a  proceeding,  which 
we  absolutely  disavow;  and  we  assure  you  that  all  possible 
inquiry  shall  be  made  into  this  unwarrantable  behaviour,  in 
order  that  satisfaction  may  be  obtained  for  the  insult. 

By  order  of  the  General  Committee  : 

Henry  Laurens,  Chairman. 

»  Tlie  J-.iJ   i'ii\hiwn:-s.   'Jie  GoT-Jrnour  sent  iinother  copy,  wit'i  :,.? 
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WiUiaiiibburgh,  Virginiii,  September  30,  I'llb. 

A  company  of  -entlemen,  o(  North-Carotina,  having, 
for  a  large  and  valuable  consideration,  iiurcliased  Irom  the 
Chiefs  of  the  < Hitrokte  Indians,  by  and  with  the  consent 
of  the  wiiole  Nation,  a  considerable  tract  of  their  lands, 
now  called  Transylvania,  lying  on  the  Rivers  Ohio,  Cum- 
berl(inil,am\  Louisa;  and  understanding  that  many  people 
are  desirous  of  becoming  adventurers  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  and  wish  to  know  the  terms  on  which  lands  in  that 
country  may  he  had,  they  therefore  hereby  inform  the  pub- 
lick,  that  aiiy  person  who  will  settle  on  and  inhabit  the 
same,  before  the  first  day  of  7i«ie,  1776,  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  taking  up  and  surveying  for  himself  five  hun- 
dred acres,  and  for  each  tilhable  person  he  may  carry  with 
him  and  settle  there  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  on  the 
payment  of  fifty  shillings  sterling  per  hundred,  subjtct  to 
any  earl  V  quit-rent  of  two  shillings,  like  money,  to  commence 
in  the  year  1780. 

Such  persons  as  are  willing  to  become  purchasers  may 
correspond  and  treat  \\\\h  Mr.  Hilliaiii  Johnston,  in  llills- 
boroufrh,  and  Colonel  John  IVilliams,  of  ilranviUe,  .\orth- 
Carolina,  orColonel  Richard  Huukrsou,  at  Boonsborvugh , 
in  Transylvania. 

This  country  lies  on  the  south  side  of  the  Rivers  Oliio 
and  Louisa,  in  a  temperate  and  healthy  climate,  it  is  m 
general  well  watered  with  springs  and  rivulets,  and  has 
several  rivers,  up  which  vessels  of  considerable  burden  may 
come  with  ease.  In  ditt'erent  places  of  it  are  a  number  of 
salt  springs,  where  the  making  of  salt  has  been  tried  with 
great  success,  and  where,  with  certainty,  any  quantity 
needed  may  be  easily  and  conveniently  made.  Large  tracts 
uf  the  land  lie  on  limestone,  and  in  several  places  there  is 
abundance  of  iron  ore.  The  fertility  of  the  soil  and  good- 
ness of  the  range  almost  surpass  belief;  and  it  is  at  present 
well  stored  with  buffalo,  elk,  deer,  bear,  beaver,  &ic.,  and 
the  rivers  abound  with  fish  of  various  kinds.  Vast  crowds 
of  people  are  daily  flocking  to  it,  and  many  gentlemen  of 
the  first  rank  and  character  have  bargained  for  lands  in  it ; 
so  that  there  is  a  great  appearance  of  a  rapid  settlement, 
mid  that  it  will  soon  become  a  considerable  Colony,  and 
one  of  the  most  agreeable  countries  in  America. 

NurfolU,  Virginia,  September  30,  ITTo. 

This  day,  between  two  and  three  o'clock,  afternoon,  an 
officer,  with  twelve  or  thirteen  soldiers,  and  a  few  sailors, 
landed  at  the  County  wharf,  in  JSorfolk,  under  cover  of  the 
men  of  war,  who  made  every  appearance  of  firing  on  the 
Town,  should  the  party  be  molested,  and  marched  up  the 
street  to  Mr.  Holt's  printing  office,  fioin  whence,  without 
the  smallest  opposition  or  resistance,  although  there  were 
some  hundred  spectators,  they  deliberately  carried  off  the 
types,  and  sundry  other  printing  im|)lements,  with  two  of  the 
workmen,  and,  after  getting  to  the  water  side  with  their 
booty,  gave  three  huzzas,  in  which  they  were  joined  by  a 
crowd  of  negroes.  A  few  spirited  gentlemen  in  Norfolk, 
justly  incensed  at  so  flagrant  a  breach  of  good  order  and 
the  Constitution,  and  highly  resenting  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Dunmorc  and  the  navy  gentry,  who  have  now  commenced 
downriglit  pirates  and  banditti,  ordered  the  drum  to  be  beat 
to  arms,  but  were  joined  by  few  or  none  ;  so  that  it  appears 
Norfolk  is  at  present  a  very  insecure  place  for  the  life  or 
IM-opcrty  of  any  indivi(hial,  and  is  c(inse(|uently  deserted 
daily  by  numbers  of  the  iiihahiumts,  with  their  ellects. 

JOHN  HANCOCK  TO  OENKRAL  WASHINGTON. 

I'hihuirlpliiii,  Scpteiiibor  30,   177,';. 

Sir:  Your  letters  i\os.  4  and  .5,  and  two  other  letters, 
not  numbered,  with  the  enclosures,  have  been  duly  received 
and  laid  before  the  Congress. 

As  there  are  sundry  matters  contained  in  your  letters 
which  arc  of  great  importance,  and  on  which  the  Congress, 
before  they  come  to  a  final  determination,  are  desirous  to 
have  the  advantage  of  your  experience  and  knowledge, 
they  have  appointed  three  of  their  Members,  viz:  Mr. 
Lynch,  Doctor  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Harrison,  to  wait  on 
you,  and  confer  with  you,  and  the  Governours  of  Connec- 
ticut and  Rhode-Island,  tlic  Council  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 
and  the  President  of  the  Convention  o(  Ncw-Hampshirr, 
to  whom  1  have  wrote  on  the  subject,  h\  order  of  Congress, 
and  such  other  persons  as  to  the  said  Committee  shall  seem 


proper,  touching  the  most  effectual  method  of  continuing, 
supporting,  and  regulating  a  Continental  Army.  They  will 
set  out  as  soon  as  possible,  and  expect  to  be  with  you  by 
the  12tli  of  next  monih. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  Sir, 
&CC.,  John  Hancock,  Prcsidutt. 

To  General  U'ashmo-ton. 


JOHN    HANCOCK    TO   GOV  KKNOl'Il  TRCMBILL. 

Pliiladelphia,  September  30,  1775. 

Siu:  The  Congress  have  received  sundry  letters  from 
General  Washington,  containing  matters  of  great  impor- 
tance, touching  the  supporiing  and  regulating  the  Conti- 
nental Army. 

As  the  Congress  are  desirous  of  the  fullest  light  on  these 
subjects,  before  they  come  to  a  final  determination,  they 
have  appointed  three  of  their  Members,  viz:  Mr.  Harrison, 
IMr.  Lynch,  and  DocXor  Franklin,  to  wait  on  the  General, 
and  confer  with  him,  and  with  the  Governours  of  Cotmec- 
ticut  and  Rhode-Island,  and  with  the  Council  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, and  the  President  of  the  Convention  of.Neu-- 
llampshire, 

Tiie  Committee  will  set  out  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
cx|)ect  to  be  at  the  camp  by  the  lr2th  of  next  month. 

Of  this  1  am  desired  to  inlbrm  you,  and  to  request  you 
will  meet  the  Committee  on  that  day.  In  case  the  business 
of  your  Colony  will  not  admit  of  your  personal  attendance, 
it  is  the  desire  of  the  Congress  that  you  appoint  a  proper 
person  or  persons  to  represent  )  our  Colony  at  the  confer- 
ence with  their  Commiuce. 

I  ha\e  the  honour  to  be,  honoured  Sir,  yours,  ^c, 
John  Hancock,  Fresident. 

[A  letter,  similar  to  the  foregoing,  was  sent  to  the  Hon. 
Liiutenant-Governour  Cooke,  of  Rhode-Island ;  another 
to  the  Council  o(  Massachusetts- Bay;  and  another  to  the 
President  of  the  Convention  o(  Nciv-Hampshire.] 

Instructions  to  the  Committee  ajjpointed  by  the  Congress 
to  rcjniir  immediately  to  the  camp  at  Cambridok,  to 
confer  with  General  Washington,  and  with  the  Gov- 
ernours   of    Connecticut    and    Rhode-Island,    the 
Council  o/M.^ssachusetts-Bay,  and  the  Fresident  of 
the    Convention  of  IVew-Hampshire,  and  such  other 
pcisons   as   to  the  said   Committee  shall  seem  proper, 
touching  the  most  effectual  method  of  continuing,  sup- 
porting, and  regulating  a  Continental  Army. 
That,  upon  the  Committee's  arrival  at  the  camp,  they 
cause   proper  measures  to    be   taken   for   continuing   the 
Conntciicut  Troops,  now  near  Boston,  in  the  Continental 
service,  upon  the  same  terms  they  are  at  present,  until  the 
last  day  of  next  December. 

That,  in  the  conference  with  the  General,  the  Committee 
declare  to  him  the  sense  of  the  Congress  respecting  an 
attack  on  the  Ministerial  Troops  in  Boston  and  on  Bun- 
ker s  Hill,  viz:  that  if,  before  the  last  of  December,  hi.s 
Excellency,  upon  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  shall 
think  it  practicable,  and  likely  to  defeat  the  enemy,  and 
gain  possession  of  the  Town,  it  will  be  advisable  to  make 
the  attack  upon  the  first  favourable  occasion,  and  before 
the  arrival  of  re-enforcements,  which  the  Congress  a|)- 
prehcnd  may  be  soon  expected  ;  the  Congress  having  the 
most  perfect  confidence  in  the  courage  and  good  conduct 
of  the  General  and  his  officers,  and  the  spirit  and  bravery 
of  the  men  under  his  command.  That  if  the  num- 
ber of  men  which  compose  the  present  Army  should  be 
thought  insullicient  for  the  purpose,  the  General  employ 
so  many  Minute-Men  as  he  may  apprehend  to  be  necessary 
on  the  occasion,  upon  such  terms  as  he  shall  think  proper. 
That  if  the  attack  should  not  be  made  by  the  time  above- 
mentioned,  it  is  the  wMsh  of  the  Congress  that  the  number 
of  the  Army,  for  the  remainder  of  the  winter,  should  be 
reduced,  and  the  pay  of  the  men  lessened  to  five  dollars 
per  cali'iular  inonili,  if  this  may  be  done  with  safety;  but 
that  the  attack  should  nevertheless  be  made,  under  the 
foregoing  circumstanc(;s,  as  soon  as  a  favourable  opportunity 
shall  oiler,  with  the  Troops  then  in  the  service,  and  the 
assistance  of  the  Minute-Men,  as  aboieinentioned. 

That  tin:  Committee  confer  with  the  Cieneral,  and  whom 
else  they  think  inoper,  on  the  subject  of  raising  a  Continen- 
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lal  Army,  and  keejiing  it  up  for  one  year  from  the  last  day 
of  December  next,  subject  to  be  disbanded  or  reduced 
by  order  of  the  Congress  \viti)in  tliat  time,  upon  being 
allowed  one  month's  advance  pay  ;  and  re|)ort  to  the  Con- 
gress of  what  number  it  sliOLdd  consist;  what  sljould  be  the 
|)ay  of  the  officers  and  privates,  (that  of  some  of  the  former 
in  the  present  Army  being,  it  is  apprehended,  loo  low,  and 
that  of  the  latter  too  high  ;)  what  number  each  Company, 
and  how  many  Companies  each  Regiujent,  should  contain; 
of  what  quantity  and  kind  of  provisions  a  ration  should 
consist ;  the  best  method  of  providing  arms,  clothing,  and 
provisions,  lor  the  Troops;  what  rules  and  regulations  are 
necessary  for  their  government ;  by  whom  the  officers 
should  be  chosen  or  recommended  ;  how  the  best  officers 
and  men  in  the  present  Army  may  be  engaged  for  the  next, 
making  a  complete  arrangement  of  the  whole,  by  putting 
all  the  Forces,  in  what  Colony  soever  recruited,  on  one 
establishment  in  every  respect,  and  thereby  abolishing  all 
Provincial  distinctions ;  that  the  Committee  report  how, 
when,  and  where,  the  said  Army  may  be  raised  and  levied. 

That  they  confer  and  consult,  as  above  directed,  on  the 
several  other  matteis  mentioned  in  the  General's  letters  to 
the  Congress,  upon  which  no  order  has  been  made,  and 
the  best  methods  of  removing  the  difficulties  or  lemedying 
the  evils  therein  stated,  and  upon  any  other  matters  which, 
in  the  course  of  this  business,  may  occiu'  to  the  Commit- 
tee relative  thereto,  and  make  report  thereon  to  the  Con- 
gress. 

That  the  Committee,  having  made  the  necessary  inquiries, 
report  what  number  of  effective  men  it  may  be  expected 
that  the  Colonies  of  New- Hampshire,  Massachusetts- Bay, 
Connecticut,  and  Rhode-hlund,  respectively,  could  and 
would  furnish,  if  necessary,  by  the  10th  day  of  March  next, 
and  on  what  terms. 

That  the  Committee  report  an  estimate  of  the  expenses 
which  will  attend  the  measures  ihey  may  recommend  or 
submit  to  the  Congress. 

Additional  Instructions. 
That  the  Committee  consider  as  included  in  their  in- 
quiries, not  only  the  Forces  necessary  to  be  kept  in  the 
Massachusetts- Bay ,  but  in  the  Northern  Department;  and 
that  they  obtain  and  report  as  exact  an  estimate  as  they 
can  of  the  ex[)enses  which  have  been,  and  by  the  31st  of 
December  next  will  be,  incurred  in  pursuance  of  the 
Resolution  of  the  Congress,  for  putting  tiiese  Colonies  into 
a  proper  state  of  defence. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Delegates  of  the  Thirteen  United 

Colonics  in  General  Congress  assembled  : 

The  Committee  for  the  County  of  Cumberland,  in  the 

Province  of  New-Jersey,  beg  leave  to  represent: 

That  the  good  people  of  this  County  have  ever  showed 
themselves  forward  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  being  the  first 
in  (at  least  this  part  of  it)  the  Province  that  took  up  arms 
in  support  of  the  common  cause,  ever  since  which  they 
have  been  diligently  engaged  in  learning  the  military  art, 
and  furnishing  themselves  wiili  the  implements  of  war  ;  not- 
withstanding which,  they  have  not  been  able  to  provide 
themselves  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  amnmnition,  par- 
ticularly powder,  of  which  article  they  assure  us  they  have 
not  a  sufficient  quantity  to  enable  them  to  defend  their 
property,  in  case  of  any  emergency,  until  a  supply  could  be 
procured  from  Philadelphia.  We  cannot  but  think  this  cir- 
cumstance truly  alarming,  when  we  consider  that  we  lie 
open,  defenceless,  and  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  Min- 
isterial robbers,  should  they  think  proper  to  enter  our  Bay. 
These  considerations,  joined  to  the  probability  we  con- 
ceive there  is  that  General  Gage  will,  before  the  beginning 
of  the  winter,  try  every  method,  and  ransack  every  place 
that  may  be  in  his  power,  to  furnish  his  Troops  witli  fiesh 
provisions,  will,  we  apprehend,  fully  apolo^ize  for  this  our 
application  to  your  honourable  Board  for  relief,  especially 
when  we  assure  you  that  we  have  taken  every  method  in 
our  power  to  furnish  ourselves.  We  therefore  earnestly  beg 
you  would  take  such  measures  for  our  relief  in  the  pre- 
mises as  to  you  shall  seem  meet,  assuring  you  that  you  may 
with  the  greatest  safety  rely  on  our  taking  every  precaution 
necessary  for  securing  any  powder  you  may  be  pleased  to 
order  for  our  relief,  and  that  none  of  it  shall  be  used  but 
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in   sujjport  of  the  rights   and    privileges  of  our  country- 
men.    Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee: 

Se])tciiibir  30    177,')  ThOMAS   H ARRIS,  CAoi/7«0«. 


HENDRIt  K   FISHER  TO   NEW-YORK   COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 
New-Jorsey,  .September  .10,  1775. 

Sir:  As  our  Committee  of  Safety  is  at  present  not  sit- 
ting, on  receiving  your  favour  of  the  27th  instant,  by  order 
of  your  Committee  I  immediately  advised  vviih  some  of  our 
Committee  members,  who  were  of  opinion,  with  me,  that 
as  our  Provincial  Congress  is  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  the  3d 
of  October  next,  which  is  as  early  as  our  Committee  pos- 
sibly can  be  convened,  to  lay  your  request  before  ihem, 
which  1  shall  do  accordingly,  as  soon  as  they  have  formed 
a  board,  and  doubt  not,  but  they  will  do  therein  what  is 
most  proper. 

1  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  myself  your  (and  the 
other  gentlemen  of  your  Committee)  very  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant, 


Hi 


;k  Fi 


To  .lohn  Haring,   Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  for  the  Province  o{  New-Yorl;. 


JOHN  Mcdonald  to  new-york  congress. 

The  information  of  John  McDonald,  late  Miner,  and 
Clerk,  from  Scotland,  who,  on  the  15lh  of  September, 
1775,  was  appointed  to  proceed  to  Mr.  Palmer,  at  New- 
burgh,  to  examine  his  Lead  Mines  ;  and,  according  to  my 
charge,  have  taken  inspections  of  the  siate  and  value  of  the 
Mines,  with  all  possible  diligence,  conformable  to  mining, 
which,  as  in  the  following,  most  humbly  sheweth  : 

The  principal  and  only  valuable  mines  that  1  know  of, 
and  I  make  not  the  least  doubt  the  best  in  tliis  Continent, 
are  on  Judge  Livingston  s  land,  adjoining  to  Mr.  Palmer  s. 
The  inclination  of  the  mine  vein  is  to  the  southwest  and 
northeast,  and  of  tuo  feet  breadth,  mostly  white  spar, 
from  which  have  taken  a  sample  of  ihe  ore,  &c.;  may 
make  you  sensible,  if  it  be  worth  your  while  to  put  it  in 
execution,  and  from  its  advantageous  situation  for  working 
is  most  likely  to  turn  out  to  immediate  profit,  both  for  the 
owner  and  the  Continent.  The  brancii  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
mine  isaboul  five  feet  breadth,  consisting  of  different  sorts 
of  spar,  and  seems  to  me  to  be  of  likely  quality,  but  at 
present  free  from  the  appearances  of  metals,  till  farther 
trials  are  made.  And  in  case  these  mines  be  pursued, 
conform  to  its  circumstances,  requires  the  first  necessary 
scheme,  which  driving  a  cross  cut,  in  order  to  work  out 
better  discovery  ;  if  successful,  the  worker  or  overseer,  pro- 
viding being  perfectly  acquainted  with  lead  mines,  must  fix 
upon  driving  an  inset  as  low  as  level  bearing,  also  sinking, 
cross  cutting,  and  rising,  where  the  appearances  are  best,  so 
that  the  same  were  brought  to  a  bearing,  the  better  to  in- 
demnify damage  or  expenses.  1  would  not  launch  out 
considerable  sums  of  money  upon  uncertainty,  in  trials  of 
this  nature,  but  where  there  is  a  visible  prospect;  and  how 
the  above  mines  turn  out,  there's  none  can  express  till 
trials  are  made.  It  is  my  humble  opinion,  what  may  be 
for  a  national,  publick  good,  should  be  rather  bestowed 
upon,  than  lie  dead  and  useless  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 

Honourable  Congress  or  Committee,  this  is  most  humbly 

oflered   to  your   serious  consideration  ;    and   remain  your 

honours'  most  humble  servant,  ,  ,,   ^^ 

'  John  McDonald. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress,  oi' Committee,  now 
sittins:  in  the  Ciiv  of  New- York. 


THOMAS    PALVIEK   TO    NLW-YOllL..   C05IM1TTE1:    OF   SAfETY. 
Newburgh,  Scpteinbpr  30,  1775. 
Gentlcme:<:    I  received  yours,  per  bearer,  Mr.  McDo- 
nald, respecting  my  lead  mine.     As  to  your  offer  of  pur- 
chasing  the  lead,  in  case  I   opened  it,   I  should  be  more 
obliged   to  you,  in  case  lead  was  an  article  that  was  not 
vendible  to  any  one  else.      However,  to  satisfy  you   and 
tlie  bearer,  I  have  caused  the  mine  to  be  shown   him,  as 
also  one  on  the  land  of  Judge  Livingston,  in  which  1  am 
part  owner.      A  sample,  per  bearer,  with  iiis  opinion  on  the 
nintler,  you  will  have.    1  think  it  an  object  worth  your  and 
the  Continental  Congress's  notice.  You  may,  if  you  please, 
woik  mine  for  a  small  profit  to  lue  ;  and  Judge  Livingston 
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says  you   may  have   his   free,    during  these  troublesome 
times.      I  should  be  plad  to  say  more  to  you  on  the  mat- 
ter, but  am  so  indisposed  at  present  1  cannot  write. 
I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Palmer. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety,  during  the  recess 

of  Congress. 

P.  S.  The  bearer  has  been,  since  here,  to  Juil^e  Li- 
vino:ston's,  and  to  see  the  mines.  1  have  Judije  Livitii;- 
stuii's  letiur,  informing  me  that  you  may  work  his  Iree. 

RRTI'IIN     OF     MINISINK     COMPANY,     IN    (JOSIIKN     PUECINCT, 
(IllANtJE   COUNTY,   NEW-VOIIK. 

.A-greeable  to  the  directions  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Precinct  of  O'oihcn,  we,  the  subscribers,  attended  the 
Minisink  Conii)any,  on  Saturdai/,  the  ;30th  day  of  Scj)- 
trmbcr,  1775,  for  the  choice  of  tlieir  Ollicers,  at  the  house 
of  Mr.Jolm  ll'dh,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly 
elected,  viz:  Moses  Cortri^ht,  Caplain;  John  Van  Tile, 
First  Lieutenant ;  John  Decker,  Second  Lieutenant ;  and 
Ephraim  Mcdnugh,  Ensign. 

Witness  our  hands:       "   Daniel  Eveuit,  Chairman. 
.James  Little, 
Joshua  Davis. 
To  Colonel  miliam  Allison,  in  Congress. 

N.  B.  Siii:  As  there  were  some  difficulties  subsisting  in 
the  Minisink  Company,  which  was  the  reason  the  oflicers 
were  not  returned  beicire  now,  we  request  that  commis- 
sions may  be  sent  up  for  the  above  oQlcers  as  soon  as  they 
conveniently  can. 


RETURN   OF   GOSHEN  TOWN,   NEW-YORK,   MINUTE-MEN. 
Goslien,  September  30,  1775. 

The  Company  of  Minute-Men  met,  and,  agreeable  to 
the  directions  of  the  Congress,  chose  the  following  Officers, 
viz:  Moses  lletfield,  Captain;  James  Butler,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Willinm  Barker,  Second  Lieutenant ;  li  illiam 
Carpenter,  Ensign.  Benjamin  Gale,  }  (jommitlec. 

Isaac  INicoll,       5 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Company  of  Militia  of  the  Town 
of  6'os/ien,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  Olliceis  in 
said  Company,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Con- 
gress :  Isaac  Nicoll,  Second  Lieutenant ;   H'illiam  Thomp- 
son, Ensign.  Benjamin  Gale,     f  Committee. 
Moses  Hetfield,  5 
The  above  are  true  copies  of  the  returns  made  to  me. 
Daniel  Eveuit. 

N.  B.  You  are  rerjuested  to  send  commissions  to  the 
above  gentlemen,  the  Minute-Men,  according  to  the  date 
returned  to  inc,  so  that  the  Comj)any  may  take  its  rank,  as 
it  was  chosen  before  Cajitain  IVisner's. 


RVITUKN    OF   NORTHEAST  DISTRICT    OF    NE  W-MARLUOROUG  H 
PUECINCT,  ULSTER  COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 

Ulster  County,  Now-Marlboroiisli,  Sopternbor  3il,  177.->. 

7V)  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  at  New-York  : 

At  an  election  of  Officers  at  New- Marlborough,  agree- 
able to  the  directions  of  the  Congress,  have  chosen  by  the 
majority  of  votes  in  the  Noriheast  Dlsuict  of  the  Precinct, 
beginning  at  Hudsori's  Miver,  at  Leu-is  Dubois's  north  line, 
running  west  to  the  mounlains,  ihence  north  to  the  Xew- 
I'ldiz  line,  thence  to  the  riviM':  Jacob  li'oml,  (Japiain  ; 
Juryan  Mackey,  First  Lieutenant;  Nathaniel  (Joodspccd, 
Second  Lieutenant;  John  Knondlon,  ICnsign. 

We,  the  Inspectors,  being  two  of  the  Commitic^e  nf  the 
said  District,  being  in  Colonel  llasbrouck's  Regiment. 
Joseph  Morv, 
Ki(  iiAui)  Carpenter. 


To  Colonel  Hasbronck. 

extract    of     a    letter    from     FAlRFIEI.n,    CONNECTICUT, 
IlATi:!)   SEPTE.MUER,    I77.J. 

IV'-dvesday  morning. — I  ju<t   now  learned  that  there  is 
a  secret  expedition  on  foot,  of  two  hundred  men,  in  order 


to  take  and  disarm  all  the  Tories  in  North-Fairfield  and 
Ridgejield,  but  don't  know  whether  it  will  succeed. 

Thursday  morning. — Ten  o'clock,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  on  horseback,  have  this  moment  entered  the  Town  in 
triumph,  attended  with  musick,  and  brought  in  eight  crimi- 
nals, together  with  their  arms  ;  also,  the  arms  of  a  number 
of  petty  ones,  whose  persons  they  thought  unworthy  o( 
notice.  Halfaiier  ten,  another  entry  of  fifty  men,  equipped 
as  the  others,  and  brought  in  five  more  of  the  wretches,  all 
ol'  whom  are  carried  up  Town,  where  1  shall  repair  as 
speedily  as  possible,  to  gain  more  intelligence. 

Eiglit  at  night,  and  just  returned  ;  all  1  can  learn  is,  that 
they  are  to  take  their  tiial  before  the  Commiltee,  who  are 
now  sitting  for  that  purpose;  and  it  is  expected  they  will 
not  break  up  before  morning,  when  1  shall  march  up  to 
hear  the  conclusion.  It  is  said  some  have  been  found 
guilty  to-night,  but  I  can't  vouch  for  it. 

The  cause  of  our  people's  acting  wiih  so  nuich  resolu- 
tion proceeded  from  the  Tories  having  said  that  they 
intended  destruction  to  Fairfield,  by  coming  down  in  the 
night,  and  setting  lire  to  the  houses  and  barns,  and  destroy- 
ing all  before  them.  They  were  to  be  supiiorted  in  their 
deeds  of  daikness  by  a  number  of  regulars,  who  were  to 
laud  in  the  night,  and  destroy  till  the  two  Companies  met. 
It  seems  they  have  hail  a  regular  officer  amongst  them 
some  time,  to  stimulate  and  assure  them  of  Gage's  assist- 
ance, whenever  they  should  be  disposed  to  begin.  Gra- 
cious Heaven  I  how  wonderfully  do  we  escape  the  snares 
that  are  laid  for  us;  when  we  lie  down  at  night,  if  an 
Ahnighty  Hand  did  not  interpose,  we  should  be  destroyed 
before  morning.  What  thanks  are  not  due!  They  have  never 
been  able  to  put  one  of  their  bloody  schemes  into  execution. 
In  our  people's  way  up  Town,  they  called  on  Mr. 
H'hitear,  who  was  absent,  whether  on  purjiose  or  not  I 
cannot  say.  They  then  proceeded  to  Mr.  Sayrc's,  and 
sent  for  him  out ;  he  waited  on  them,  when  Mrs.  Sayre 
was  immediately  taken  with  fits;  so  they  suffered  him  to 
return  to  her,  without  any  molestation  whatever,  only  as- 
suri[ig  him  they  would  call  another  time.  He  replied,  he 
would  wait  on  them.  They  intend  to  disarm  him,  but  ho 
says  he  cannot  tell  what  they  wanted  !  I  have  a  mind  he 
should  guess.  I'oor  Airs.  Sayre,  I  really  piiy  her:  but 
the  jjeople  must  not  be  blamed  ;  they  acted  for  the  good  of 
the  whole. 

I  told  Captain I  was  extremely  sorry  for  the  wives 

and  children  of  those  traitors.  He  said,  had  I  seen  them, 
I  would  not  say  so  ;  for  the  women  went  on  most  seriously, 
ten  times  worse  than  the  men.  Our  peojile  made  them 
rise  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  there  was 
the  greatest  confusion  imaginable.  Some  were  taking  an 
everlasting  leave  of  their  families,  whilst  others  were  cry- 
ing ready  to  kill  themselves,  for  they  all  expected  to  he 
lumg  immediately  on  coming  down. 

I  can't  help  thinking  hut  Heaven  has  deprived  them  ol' 
that  resolution  which  men  generally  have,  or  else,  know- 
ing the  use  they  would  make  of  it,  has  not  given  them  so 
large  a  share,  or  they  would  act  with  more  spirit.  One  of 
ihem  cried  eight  or  ten  miles  without  ceasing.  There  was 
but  oiie  who  made  the  least  resistance,  and  that  but  trifling. 
Ten  o'clock.  I  have  just  now  heard  that  the  Newtown 
people  intend  coming  down  to  rescue  these,  hut  1  fancy 
they  will  think  better  of  it. 

Friday,  1-2  o'clock. — I  this  moment  returned  from  Town, 
w-ith  all  the  intelligence  I  could  get;  which  is,  that  they 
have  found  some  guilty,  made  others  give  bail,  and  dis- 
armed them  all  ;  which  must  be  a  great  mortification,  ( 
imagine.  Yesterday  they  made  them  all  sit  down  at  table 
bv  themselves,  with  a  guanl  over  them. 


(;EN1'.U\I,  WASHINGTON  TO  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

lUea.1   October  25,  1775.] 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  ?0,  177.i. 

Sir:  The  Reverend  Mr.  itTiVWa/irf,  the  bearer  of  thi.s, 
lavirig  Ix.M.'u  iniroduced  to  the  honourable  Congress,  can 
eed  no  pariii-idar  recommendation  from  me;  but  as  he 
,ow  wishes  to  have  the  affairs  of  his  mission  and  publick 
mploy  put  u]ion  some  suitable  footing,  I  cannot  but  inii- 
late  my  sense  of  the  importance  of  his  station,  and  the 
real  advantages  which  have  and  may  result  to  the  United 
Jolonics  horn   his  situation   being  made  respectable.      .\ll 
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accounts  agree  that  much  of  the  favourable  disposition 
shown  by  the  Indians  may  be  ascribed  to  his  hibour  and 
influence.  He  has  accompanied  a  chief  of  the  Oneiclas  to 
this  camp,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  agreeable 
to  him,  both  by  civility  and  some  small  presents.  Mr. 
Kirkland  being  also  in  some  necessity  for  money  to  bear 
his  travelling  charges  and  other  expenses,  I  have  sup])lied 
him  with  thirty-two  Pounds,  lawful  money.  1  cannot  but 
congratulate  the  honourable  Congress  on  the  happy  temper 
of  the  Canadians  and  Indians,  our  accounts  ol'  which  are 
now  fully  confirmed  by  some  intercepted  letters  from  ofiicers 
in  Canada,  to  General  Cage  and  others  in  Boston,  which 
were  found  on   board   the   vessel    lately  taken,  going  into 


Boston  with  a  donation  of  cattle  and  other  fresh  provisions 
for  the  Ministerial  Army. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  regard, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Geouoe  Washington. 

Albany,  September  Ti,  1775. 

We,  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Continental 
Congress,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  have  only  allowed  Mr. 
Kirkland  his  expenses  during  his  attendance  at  the  treaty 
with  the  Six  Nations,  at  the  council  fire  held  at  the  City  of 
Albany.  Voi.kkkt  1*.  Uouw, 

Olivek  Wouott. 


Vaierui  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  coiinnanded  by  his  Excellency  Georgi;  Washincton, 
General  and  Commander-in-Chief,  llead-C-^uarters  at  Camuuidge,  Septembek  )i'.i,  1775. 


1.  Colonel  Frye's 

2.  Colonel  Tlioinpson'i 

3.  Colonel  Reed's 

■4.  Colonel  Learned's... 

5.  Colonel  Nixon's 

G.  Colonel  J.  Brewer's. 

7.  Colonel  Stark's 

8.  Colonel  Fellows's... 

9.  Colonel  D.  Brower'i 
10.  Colonel  Prescott's.., 

U.  Colonel  Poor's 

1^.  Colonel  Varniim's.. 

i:i.  Colonel  Parsons's.. 

14.  Colonel  Hitclicock'i 

15.  Colonel  Cliurch's... 


16.  Colonel  Cotton's  

17.  Colonel  Little's 

18.  Colonel  Danielson's 

19.  Colonel  Mansfield's 

20.  Colonel  Read's,  of  Uxbridge 

21.  Colonel  Glover's  

22.  Colo]irl  Walker's 

23.  Col.Mlrl  W!,nro,„h\  

24.  Colonel  I liiil  ■. 

25.  Colonrl    W Il,n:|.-r's 

26.  Colonel  Patersons; 

27.  Colonel  Bridge's 

28.  Colonel  Sargent's  

29.  Colonel  Huntington's 

30.  Colonel  Scamnions's '. 

31.  Colonel  Phinncy's 

3-2.  Colonel  Ward's 

33.  Colonel  Wylley's 

34.  Colonel  Storrs's 

35.  Colonel  Bailey's 

36.  Colonel  tircaton's 

37.  Late  Colonel  Gardner's 

,38.  Late  Colonel  Gerrislr.s 

Four  Companies  of  Riflemen,  from  Virginia 
and  Maryland 

Two  Companies  in  Colonel  Hinman's  Regi- 
ment,  and  four  Independent  Companies. 


Fotal .35  31  33  298:600  62i-30  36  3G!36  38  1356  678 
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Cambridge,  September  23,  1775. 

Return  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  the  service  of 
the  United  Colonics,  commanded  by  Colonel  Richard 
Gridley. 


_  HoiUTto  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 

Riturn  of  Major  J  on^  Cnx^^'s  Cam]}ay.yofthe  Train  of 
Artillery  of  the  Rhode-Island  Forces,  Oct.  1,  1775. 
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N.  B.   One  Cadet,  exclusive  of  the  above. 


Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant- General. 

TO    HIS    EXCEL!.!;NCY    GF.N'-;njU.   WASHINGTON. 

Froposcls  for  casting  the  following  Ordnance  and  Stores. 

Three  ten-inch  mortars;  six  hundred  ten-inch  shells, 

one  thousand  twenty-four  pound  shot ;  one  thousaiid  eigh- 
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teen  pound  shot;  forty  sets  of  garrison  wheels;  five  tons 
of  grape  shot  ;  four  tons  of  hand  grenades,  lor  boats;  ten 
tons  of  pots  and  kettles. 

The  furnace  cannot  be  put  into  blast  in  less  tlian  one 
month  ;  and  if  not  determined  upon  and  ordered  directly, 
no  furnace  will  be  in  blast  till  next  March. 

Also  to  provide — ten  twenty-four  pound  cannon,  and 
ten  eighteen  pound  do.,  or  twenty  twenty-four  pound  do. ; 
spare "morlar  beds;  spare  carriages;  a  quantity  of  three- 
inch  plank  and  ten-inch  limber,  for  platforms. 

Submitted  by  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
RicHAiU)  Cridley,  Chief  Engineer. 

S.-iJt<-i7ibiT  30,  177;".. 


ORDKKS    BV    f.F.NF.UAl.   WASHINGTON. 

Hi";ul-Qu:irtcrs,  (■:niibridge,  Snplcnibor  2-J,  1775. 

(PHn.l.-,  l.<jnn.)  (Coiimoniign,  Mnrhlchrfi,!.) 

Tlie  underiiauii.Ml  prisoners,  tried  by  a  General  Couri- 
Mariial  for  "  mutiny,  riot,  and  disobedience  of  orders,"  are 
severally  guilty  of  the  crimes  wherewith  they  are  accused  ; 
and  the'Court,  upon  due  consideration  of  die  evidence,  do 
adjudge  that  the  ])risoner,  Joseph  Seaks,  receive  thirty- 
nine  lashes  upon  his  bare  back,  and  he  drummed  out  of  the 
Army  ;  and  that  the  prisoners,  .folin  (iiilani,  .facob  Small- 
wood,  John  Feliro,  Samuel  Grant,  Hu<rh  Renny,  James 
Jeffery,  Charles  Atcrain,  Samuel  llannis,  Charles  Fearce, 
James  miliums,  John  Kelly,  .lohn  Bryan,  and  Fhitip 
florence,  do  each  of  them  receive  twenty  lashes  upon  his 
hare  back,  and  be  drummed  out  of  the  Army.  The  prison- 
ers, La«Tcnce  Blake,  Samuel  Bodin,  John  Besom,  Benj. 
Bartholomew,  Francis  Ellis,  Joseph  Lawrence,  John 
Sliarp,  John  Poor,  Josijih  Eessenden,  John  Foster,  John 
Lee,  Lawrence  Barllelt,  Philip  Grcatcy,  Peter  ^teivellc, 
Samuel  Parsons,  Jeremiah  Daily,  Francis  Greater,  Rich- 
ard Pendrick,  Robert  Hooper,  Anthony  Lewis,  Nicholas 
Oglthy,  and  Thomas  Mctyard,  be  fined  twenty  Shillings, 
lawful  money,  each.  Joseph  Foster,  Joseph  Lawrence, 
and  Joseph  Fessenden,  being  recommended  by  the  Court- 
Martial  as  proper  objects  of  inercy,  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  is  pleased  to  remit  their  fine,  and  to  order  the  sen- 
tence upon  all  the  others  to  be  put  in  execution  at  guard 
mounting  to-morrow  morning.  Those  upon  Prospect-Hill 
to  receive  their  punishment  there;  the  rest  at  the  main 
guard. 

John  Gizzage  Fraizer,  Esq.,  being  a|)pointed  Assistant 
lo  the  Quartermaster-General,  for  the  District  of  Prospect 
and  Winter  Hill,  he  is  to  be  obeyed  as  such. 

C'olonel  Stark,  of  New- Hampshire,  having  complained 
that,  through  mistake  or  inadvertency  in  the  Court  which 
was  appointed  to  settle  the  ranks  of  the  Regiments  and 
Oflicers  of  this  Army,  he  had  not  justice  done  him,  even 
upon  the  princi|de  uhicli  they  themselves  had  laid  dov\n 
ibr  their  government  in  that  matter,  the  General  orders  that 
the  Brigadier  and  the  six  Field-Ollicers  who  composed  that 
Court  do  sit  to-morrow  morning,  at  nine  f)'tlock,  to  in(|uire 
into  the  cause  of  this  com|ilaint  ;  at  the  same  time  of  Col. 
Dooliitle,  who  has  also  expressed  some  dissatisfaction  on 
account  ol'  his  rank.  If  he  can  urge  any  thing  new  to 
the  Court,  he  may  he  lionrd.  The  Court  are  desired  like- 
wise to  settle  the  rank  of  the  Ollicers  of  the  Ride  Coiii|ui- 
iiies  po>ted  at  Ihnlmry. 


Major  Scarborough  Gri.lliy,  iiii'd  at  a  late  General 
Courl-Mariial,  whereof  Brigadier-General  (Ireine  was  Pre- 
sident, for  "  being  deficient  in  his  <luty  upon  the  ITtli  of 
June  last,  the  day  of  the  action  upon  Ihutkcr's  Hill," 
the  Court  find  Major  Scarborough  Griillcy  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  orders.  They  do  therefore  dismiss  him  from  the 
Massachusetts  service  ;  but  on  account  of  his  inexperience 
and  youth,  and  the  great  confusion  which  attended  that 
day's  transaction  in  general,  they  do  not  consider  him  in- 
capable of  a  Continental  Commission,  should  the  (General 
Ollicers  recommend  him  to  his  Excellency. 

Tl'.e  General  confirms  the  dismission  of  Major  Scarbo- 
rough Gri'tley,  and  orders  it  to  lake  place  accordingly. 

(itorgt  Hamilton,  a  Soldier  in  C^aiUain  Dextcr's  Com- 
paiiv,  in  Colonel  U'oodliridge's  Regiment,  tried  at  a  Gene- 
ral Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  yiiron  was  President, 


for  "  stealing  a  blue  great  coat,  the  property  of  Solomon 
Lathorp."  The  Court  find  the  prisoner  guiliy  of  the 
change,  and  sentence  him  to  receive  thirty  lashes  upon  the 
bare  back,  and  be  drummed  out  of  the  Army,  and  order 
his  Captain  lo  deduct  ten  Shillings  and  ten  Pence,  lawful 
money,  out  of  his  pay,  and  pay  it  to  Mr.  Penyer,  for  so 
much  paid  by  him  to  the  prisoner  on  the  coat,  and  thai  the 
coat  be  returned  to  iNIr.  Lathorp. 

Jonathan  Sharpe,  of  Captain  Loise's  Company,  in 
Colonel  J.  Phinney'.s  Regiment,  tried  at  the  same  Court- 
IMartial,  for  '■  stealing  cartridges  from  his  comrades,"  is 
acquitted. 

The  General  orders  the  sentence  upon  the  prisoner, 
Hamilton,  lo  be  executed,  and  the  prisoner,  Sharpe,  to  be 
released. 

The  General  directs  the  following;  ]\Iiiiutes,  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  this  Colony,  to  be  inserted  in 
the  General  Orders  : 

••  In  llic  IIiMise  of  Uepresentulivos,  Sopteniber  23,  177  J. 

"  Resolveil,  That  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Major 
Hawleij,  be,  anil  they  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee 
to  apply  to  his  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esquire, 
with  a  desire  of  this  House  that  lie  will,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  cause  a  return  lo  be  made  of  the  names  of  the  officers 
and  men  lo  each  Regiment  established  by  this  Colony,  and 
now  in  the  American  Army  respectively  belonging,  inclu- 
ding such  of  each  Regiment  as  are  deceased  since  its 
establishment,  or  as  have  been  draughted  for  the  detach- 
ment ordered  lo  (^uebcck;  and  specifying  the  names  of  the 
Towns  and  other  places  from  which  they  were  respect- 
ively enlisted,  in  order  to  enable  the  Court  to  rectify  and 
prevent  any  errour  in  accounts,  which  ha\e  been  or  may 
he  rendered  for  payment  of  Blankets  and  other  articles 
supplied  the  Soldiers  according  to  the  terms  of  their  enlist- 
ment. 

"  ,\  true  copy  fiom  the  Minutes. 

"  Attest  :  Samuel  Freeman,  Clerk." 

The  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Doctor  Church,  Direc- 
tor-General of  the  Hos|)ital,  and  the  respective  Regimental 
Surgeons,  to  be  held  to-morrow,  in  Colonel  Frye's  Bri- 
gade. 

The  General  (,'ourt-Martial,  whereof  Brigadier-G'eneral 
Greene  is  President,  is  dissolved. 


UoaiMi.i 


rjiiibri.lg,-,  Sop(( 


As  ficquenl  applications  to  the  JIajor-Generals  for  fur- 
loughs have  become  very  troublesome,  and  take  up  much 
of  their  time,  the  following  method  of  granting  them  for 
the  future  is  to  he  observed,  and  under  no  pretence  what- 
soever to  be  dispensLd  with,  until    further  orders  on   this 

The  Colonels  or  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments  or 
Corjis,  when  they  find  it  really  requisite,  and  not  else,  have 
permission  lo  give  furloughs  to  llie  Aon-Connnissioned  Of- 
ficers and  Soldiers  of  the  Corps  they  respectively  coin- 
maiul,  proviiled  they  do  not  suffer  more  than  two  Privates 
to  he  abseiii  at  any  one  lime  from  a  Company,  and  not 
more  than  one  INon-Commissioned  Officer ;  nor  allowing 
any  |)ei>oii  lo  be  absent  from  his  duty  more  than  twenty 
days  in  six  months.  In  extraordinary  cases,  a  farther  in- 
dulgence may  be  given  by  the  General  of  Brigade,  upon 
a|)plication  from  the  Colonel.  All  Commissioned  Officers 
are  lo  ap[ily  for  leave  of  absence  through  their  own  Colo- 
nel or  Commanding  Olhccr,  lo  the  General  of  Brigade  to 
whiidi  they  belong,  who  is  desired  never  to  suffer  more 
than  one  Field-Oliicer,  and  four  others,  to  be  absent  at  any 
one  time  from  a  Regiment,  nor  for  more  than  twenty  days 
in  six  months.  In  extraordinary  cases,  a  farther  indulgence 
may  be  given  by  the  Major-Grneral  commanding  each 
Division,  upon  the  application  of  the  Brigadier  of  his 
Division. 

As  the  Committee  have  settled  the  rank  between  Col. 
Stark  and  Colonel  Jonathan  Brewer,  the  General  desires 
tli(^  Colonels  of  the  Regiments  Nos.  6,  7,  and  8,  will  apply 
immediately  for  Continental  Commissions  for  the  Officers 
of  their  respective  Corps  ;  and  that  the  three  next  Regi- 
menis  in  succession  will  apply  to-morrow  morning,  anil 
so  three  every  morning  afterwards,  until  the  whole  are 
served. 


857 


PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY,  SEPTEMBER,  1775. 


85S 


Head-Quartera,  Cambridge,  September  2G,  1775. 

(Parole,  rirginin.)  (Coulitersig;!,,  irallham.) 

For  the  future,  tlie  weekly  Returns  on  Saturdays  are  to 
be  made  in  the  old  form.  Tiie  Majors  of  Brigade  will 
give  printed  forms,  as  usual,  to  tiie  Adjutants  of  every  Bri- 
irade,  at  orderly  time,  to-morrow. 


II;.-ad-Qii 


i'lge,  ; 


ptember  'J7,  1775. 
(Paii)le,  Vurkshirc.)  (Coumersig;ii,  Amboij.} 

Amos  Brown,  of  Captain  fVildcr's  Company,  in  Colo- 
nel Wliitcoml/s  Regiment,  tried  at  a  General  Court-Martial, 
whereof  Colonel  Brul<re  was  President,  for  "  mutinous  and 
abusive  language."  The  Court  are  unanimously  of  o[)in- 
ioii  the  prisoner  is  not  guilty  ;  therefore  acquit  the  prisoner. 

General  Thomas's  Brigade  to  be  mustered  on  iSlonduij 
morning,  at  seven  o'clock,  and  General  Spencer's  on  llcd- 
nesduy  morning,  at  tiie  same  hour. 

Ilead-Qii.ulers,  ('.iiiibrHlijo,  .September  28.  1775. 
Cl'arolc,  BnlS«nl.)  (Cu.niteraiffu,  Chalham.) 

The  inquiry  into  the  coniluct  of  Doctor  Church,  Direc- 
tor-General of  tiie  Hospital,  and  liie  respective  Regimental 
Surizeons,  being  finisiied  in  tiie  four  Brigades  in  and  near 
Cambridge,  conformable  to  the  General  Orders  of  liie  Till 
instant,  tiie  same  is  to  take  place  to-morrow  in  Briga- 
liier-General  Thomas's  Brigade,  and  in  Brigadier-GeiH'ra! 
Spencer's  Brigade  on  Saturday. 

Tlie  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Xiinii 
was  President,  is  dissolved.  A  General  Court-Marlial  of 
the  line  to  sit  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock,  in  Cambridge,  to 
try  such  prisoners  as  shall  be  brought  before  them.  All 
evidences  and  persons  concerned  to  attend  the  Court.  For 
the  Court-Martial — one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
one  Major,  and  ten  Captains. 

John  Hawkins  and  Robert  Higgins,  of  Captain  WyJcy's 
Company,  in  Colonel  Sargent's  Regiment,  upon  an  ap- 
peal from  a  Regimental  Court-Martial,  tried  by  the  late 
General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  i\'/jo?(  was  Presi- 
dent, for  "  theft."  The  Court  find  the  prisoner,  John 
Hawkins,  guilty  of  the  charge,  and  do  sentence  tliat  he 
restore  the  money  stolen  by  him  to  the  owner,  I'harles 
Caldwell,  amounting  to  thirteen  Pounds  eight  Shillings, 
lawful  money;  and  that  he  receive  thirty-nine  lashes  upon  his 
bare  back.  The  Court  acquit  the  prisoner,  Robert  Higgins. 

The  General  a])proves  the  sentence,  and  orders  the 
prisoner,  Hawkins,  to  be  punished  at  the  head  of  his  Regi- 
ment ;  and  the  ])risoner,  Higgins,  to  be  immediately  re- 
leased. 


Ilead-Qii 


idge. 


tween  the  Director-General  of  the  Hospital  and  the  Regi 
mental  Surgeons,  is,  on  account  of  the  indisposition  of  Dr 
Church,  to  be  jiostponed  until  farther  orders. 

A  List  of  Colonels  of  the  several  Regiments  raised  bi 
the  Colony  of  Mass.\chusktts-Bay,  and  ivhere  sta- 
tioned. 


mbcraO,  1775. 
(I>ar,>le,  IMi:,vr,s.J  (CounlerMjn,  F.piom.) 

A  Court  of  Inquiry  to  sit  this  afternoon,  at  three  o'clock, 
to  examine  into  the  complaint  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Abi- 
jah  Brown,  of  the  Twenty-Fifth  Regiment,  against  Colo- 
nel Ruggles  Jf'oodbridge.  Colonel  Clover,  President  ; 
Colonel  Bridge,  Major  Wood,  Major  Lee,  and  JIajor 
Duryee,  Members. 


A  C< 


uirv  ortu 
Briuadt 


ambrldge,  September  30,  1775. 

fCouiUfi-sipn,  Go.^/ieii.J 

to  sit  this  day  in  Brigadier- 
relation  to  the  dis'Hite  be- 


at Dorchester. 
Ro.ibury. 


rrospect-Hill. 
Roibun/. 
do. 

CambridLTC. 

do. 

do. 
dumber  Three. 
Aumbcr  One. 
Bo  i  bury. 
I'rospecl-Hill. 
Jlinlcr-Hill. 
Roibury. 
JVintcr-Hill. 
Frosjjcct-Hill. 
Ro.ibury. 
dumber  Tivo. 
igiment,  at  west 
,!  from  Charles- 


bridge, 
pert- 1  HI/. 


Hon.  Maj.  Gen.  Ward's  Regiment, 
Hon.  John  Thomas's  Regiment, 
Timothy  Walker,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
Thcophilus  Cotton,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
Asa  H'hilcomb,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
Joseph  Read,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
John  Mansfield,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
Timothy  Danielson,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
H'illiamPrescott,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
James  Frye,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
Ebenezer  Bridge,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
John  Patterson,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
James  Scammons,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
Ebenezer  Learned,  Esq.'s,  liegimenl, 
Lieut.  Col.  William  Bond's  Regiment, 
John  Niion,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
John  Fellows,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
Ephraim  Dooliftle,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
Jonathan  Breiver,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
David  Brewer,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
Hon.  Brig.  Gen.  Heath's  Regiment, 
Benjamin  Buggies  ll'oodbridgi ,  l'>sq.'s, 

side  of  Prospect-Hill,  on  the  road  lea 

town  River  to  Menotomy . 
John  Glover,  Esq.'s,  Regiment, 
Moses  Little,  Esq.'s,  ReV-imeiit, 
Lieut.  C'ol.  Loammi  Baldwin's  Regime 

Sewfdl's  Point. 
Paul  Dudley  Sargent.  Esq.'s,  Regimen 
Eilinonil    Phinney,    Esq.'s,    Regiment, 

Train  of  Artillery,  commanded  by  Richard  Cridliy,  Es(i., 
at  several  places. 

IVatertoivn,  September  30,  177.3,  appointed  by  tlie  Hon. 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  to  collect  returns  of  the  men's  names,  and  Towns 
they  belong  to,  of  the  above  Regiments.  Finished  and 
eoinpleted  the  business,  and  delivered  the  whole  of  the 
reluins  to  the  General  Court  Committee,  October  18,  177.'3. 
Per  John  Km;i;lanm. 


Return  of  the  Field  and  SUi[f  OJicers  belonging  to  tht 
Tivenly- Seventh  Regiment  of  Foot  in  the  service  of  tin 
United  Colonies. 

Ebenezer  Bridge,  Colonel,  of  Billerica  ;  Closes  Parker 
Lieutenant-Colunel,  (dead,)  of  Chelmsford :  John  Brooks 
Mii'^ov,  o(  Beading:  Joseph  Fox,  Adjutant,  of  Billerica 
John  Bridge,  Quartermaster,  of  Chelmsford ;  Walti. 
Hastings,  Surgeon,  of  Chelmsford  ;  John  Sprague,  Sur 
geon's  Mate,  of  Maiden. 

EliEXEZF.l!     BiUDS!:,    ColoUtl. 
S;pt'.l]lb,T  30,  1775. 


at  Ce. 
P, 

It,  at  (7,(7, 


t,at/m»«»-.s-Farn- 
iioiili   of  Sumb, 


:XNSVLVAN1.V  COMMITTEE  OF  .SAl'KTY. 

Friil.ny,  Se])ten)liev  1.  177 

leeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   Present- 
ident  pro  trm. 


Robert  Morris,  President  pro  trm.,  Daniel  Bobcrdcau, 
Owen  Riddle,  George  Ross,  Thomas  Wharton,  .Junior, 
Joh7i  Cadwallader,  Robert  White. 

Delivered  to  Colonel  Roberdeau,  fifty  of  the  Articles  of 
Association  and  Rules  for  establishing  rank  amongst  the 
Pennsylvania  Association. 

Delivered  to  Col.  Cadwallader,  —  of  each  of  the  abo^•c. 

Delivered  to  Captain  Beach,      15  of  each  do. 

Delivered  to  Colonel  i?ow,         1-2  of  each  do. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hugh  Montgomery  be  appointed 
Lieutenant  of  the  Armed  Boat  to  be  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain John  Hamilton. 

Whereas  there  are  good  reasons  to  supjiose  the  Armed 


Boats  may  very  soon  be  called  into  action,  it  is  necessars  to 
iiKiii  the  same  with  not  less  than  thirty,  nor  more  than  fifty 
men  to  each  Boat,  officers  included,  who  are  to  be  shipped 
for  two  months  certain,  and  from  that  time  until  discharged 
by  orders  from  Assembly  or  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  lie  the  monthly  Pav  ot 
the  Ollicers  and  Jlen  employed  in  the  Provincial  Armed 
Boats: 

The  Commodore,     -     -     -     -     ;;()  dollars  per  inontli. 

Every  Captain  of  a  Jjoat,    -     -     x.'U 


Every  Lieutenant,    - 
Surgeon  of  the  Fleet,     - 
Surgeon's  Mate, 
Every  Steward  of  a  Boat, 
Every  Captain's  Clerk, 
Every  Mate  and  Gunner, 
Every  Carpenter, 
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lollars  (ler  mouth. 


Every  Boatswain, 

Every  (^ook, "_ 

Every  Uiuniincr,      -     -      -      -        o 

Eveiy  Privuu-,    -----       (J       " 

Every  Ben, 1        " 

Resolvutl,  That  every  Man,  Olhcers  and  Pnvates, 
eiii|)loyed  in  the  Aniieci  Boats,  sliali  have  the  foilovving 
weekly  allowance  of  Provisions  and  liuni,  or  Mall  Beer: 

Seven  pounds  of  Bread  per  week,  or  six  pounds  of 
Flour;  ten  pounds  of  Beef,  Mutton,  or  Pork;  the  value 
of  six  Pence  per  week  in  Hoots  and  Vegetables;  Salt  and 
Vinegar;  three  pints  and  a  half  of  Rum,  or  Beer  in  pro- 
portion.   

Satunlav,  September 'J,  ITTTi. 

At  a  meeiing  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   Present — 

Robert  Morris,  President  y«o  tern.,  Daniel  Rubtrikciu, 
Gcorsrc  Ross,  aeori^e  Gray,  Owen  Biihtle,  Thomas  Jt  liar- 
Ion,  Junior,  nUli'am  Fjimonils,  Andrew  Allen,  Robert 
White. 

Mr.  Robert  Morris  is  desired  to  pay  lo  Captain  Ord 
and  Mr.  George  Thompson  at  the  rale  of  fifteen  Pounds 
per  hundred  for  Powder  they  imported,  and  at  the  rale  of 
four  Pounds  per  hundred  more,  as  an  encouragement  for 
the  importation  of  Cunpowder ;  which  enrouragi'ment  is 
agreeable  to  a  Resolve  oi'tlie  Commiilee  for  the  City  and 
Liberties. 

Upon  application  of  General  JVashins^lon,  as  per  (jdier 
from  }>h.  Joseph  Reed,  dated  Camp  at  (Jambi  iilgt,  Au- 
gust -21,  1775,  for  a  supply  of  Gunpowder, 

Resolved,  That  two  tons  of  Gunpowder  be  inmiediaiely 
sent  to  his  Excellency  General  IVashington,  and  that  /)  il- 
liam  Jordan  go  with  and  take  proper  care  of  the  Powder, 
until  he  has  directions  from  the  General. 

That  Robert  Towers  deliver  the  said  Powder  to  Mr. 
Robert  Erwin,  who  is  to  provide  Wagons  for  the  carriage 
of  the  same. 

Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  lOth  instant,  Dr.  Frank- 
lin wrote  to  General  Srhiiijler,  to  know  if  any  Lead  could 
be  had,  for  tlie  use  of  this  Province,  out  of  a  (juantity  that 
was  at  Ticonderoga.  The  General,  in  his  Letter  of  the 
y:3d  o(  August,  acquaints  this  Board  that  he  will  convey  a 
considerable  quantity  of  Liad  immediately  to  this  City. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Iluuston  be  appointed  a 
Lieutenant  on  boaril  one  of  the  Armed  Boats. 

Mo.iilny,  September  4,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Daniel  Roberdeau,  Owen  Riddle,  John  Cadwalladcr, 
Thomas  JVharton,  Jimior,  Robert  ll'hite,  George  Ross, 
George  Gray. 

Fifty  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Associators, 
and  the  same  nnmhei  of  the  .Articles  of  the  .\ssociation,  to 
be  sent  to  the  Colonels  of  the  dilferenl  J^atlalions  in  this 
Province. 

Delivered  to  Colonel  Dickinson,  lifty  of  the  Articles  of 
Association  and  Precedency. 

Delivered  to  Col.  Hamilton,  fifty  of  r  ;rl,  of  ihc  above, 
per  George  Gray. 

Delivered  to  Col.  Miles,  fifty  of  each  of  the  above. 


At  a  met  ting  of  the  Connniit(;e  rA':'  ."  :,;  Piesent  only 
,|,,e,.  M,.„,lHrs— 

Daniel  Roberdeau,  Thomas  IVharton,  Junior,  Robert 
White. 

Robert  Toieers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  received 
and  stored  at  the  Slate  House  the  following  arlieles,  viz: 

IVine  hundred  and  thirty-eight  IH-pound  Round  Shot ; 
twenty-four  i2'l-pound  Roniul  Sliol  ;  twenty  ;}:2-pound 
Rovnid   Shot — receive<l   li-oni  Gmrgr  Taijinr. 

Sixty-six  poimds  Salt  pel;  ■,  ■'•'    ivi  d  lidiii  .Mi-,  (irm-es. 

And  rc|)orts  his  having  (Uli\>inl  i,OI2  pounds  Gun- 
powd(-r  to  lliiberl  Erwin;  which  went  yesterday  in  two 
Wagons,  luulir  the  caro  of  William  Jordan,  for  General 
Washini^lon,  at  the  Camp  in  (^ambrids;r. 


At  a  ineelin!;  of  the  Ciiminittee  of  Safely:    I'lescnl — 
Hinjamin  Frunklin,   Owen    Biddlc,   Anthony  Wayne 


Daniel  Roberdeau,  William  Edmonds,  Henry  Wynkoop, 
Jrdui  C'adwallader,  George  Gray,  George  Ross. 

Mr.  Clement  Riddle  made  proposals  to  this  Board  to 
furnish  the  Officers  and  Men  to  be  employed  on  board  tlio 
Armed  Boats  with  Pro\isions  and  Rum,  or  Beer  in  lieu 
(jf  Rum,  agreeable  to  the  (piality  and  qiianlity  allowed 
them  by  a  Resolve  of  this  Board  the  1st  instant,  at  the 
rate  of  ten  Pence  half-penny  per  Ration,  as  one  day's, 
allowance  for  a  man. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  accept  the  proposal  of  Mr. 
Riddle,  i\nd  agree  that  he  be  appointed  to  furnish  the  Pro- 
visions and  Itum,  agreeable  to  the  said  Resolve,  at  the  said 
rate  of  ten  Pence  half-penny  per  Ration. 

Roivley  Godfrey,  Lieutenant  of  the  Forty-Eighth  Regi- 
ment of  Foot,  having  come  hither  with  an  intention  of 
joining  his  Regiment,  quartered  in  the  Island  o^  Granada, 
this  Committee  thought  proper  that  he  should  sign  the  fol- 
lowing Parole,  which  he  accordingly  did  : 

"  I,  Roidey  Godfrey,  Lieutenant  of  the  Forty-Eighth 
Re;j;inient,  now  quartered  in  the  Island  of  Granada,  a  pri- 
soner in  the  power  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the 
Province  of  Fennsylvania,  and  being  kindly  treated  and 
protected  by  them,  and  enlarged  on  parole,  do  herei)y 
solemnly  promise  and  engage,  on  the  honour  of  a  soldier 
and  a  gentleman,  that  I  will  not  bear  arms  against  the 
American  United  Colonies,  in  any  manner  whatever,  for 
the  space  of  twelve  months,  or  until  I  may  be  exchanged; 
nor  will  I,  durint:  that  time,  take  any  measures  to  give  in- 
telligence lo  General  Gage,  or  the  British  Ministry,  or 
to  any  jierson  or  persons  whatever,  relative  to  American 
affairs.  Also,  in  case  this  my  parole  is  not  accepted  in 
exchange  for  any  officer  of  equal  rank  in  the  American 
service  who  may  be  taken  jirisoner  by  the  British  Troops, 
1  do  hereby,  in  any  such  case,  on  notice,  promise  to  repair 
to  and  give  myself  up  to  the  said  Committee  of  Safely,  as 

"R.  Godfrey,  Licur.  i$th  Beg't. 

••  riuladelpliia,  September  7,  1775." 

Lieutenant  Godfrey  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  llip 
above.  

TImrsdaj-,  September  7,  1775. 

In  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Owen  Riddle, 
John  C'adwallader,  Henry  IVynkoop,  Anthony  IVayne. 

Mr.  Owen  Biddlc  is  desired  to  procure  a  Rifle  that  will 
carry  a  half-pound  Ball,  with  a  Telescope  Sight,  and  to  get 
rejiaired  a  Rifle  produced  by  Colonel  Wayne. 

The  Board  being  informed,  by  inquiry  of  the  Hon.  Fey- 
ton  Raudnlph,  Esq.,  that  the  application  of  Colonel  George 
Slaui^hter  i'or  leave  to  purchase  Gunpowder,  for  the  use  of 
the  i\ew  Settlement  in  Virginia,  on  Kentucky,  is  fonndet) 
in  necessity,  for  the  protection  of  a  number  of  families; 
they  not  being  able  to  furnish  themselves  elsewhere,  have 
auret'd  to  permit  their  purchasing  one  hundred  ]iounds 
weight  at  Y'orktovn,  in  this  Province,  if  the  Comniitteo 
of  ili;ii  place  think  fit  to  spare  the  same. 

The  above  Minute  was  signed  liv  the  President,  and 
Colonel  Slav'rhKr  finnislied  iherewilli. 


Frul.iy,  .September  8,  17  75. 

.■\t  a  meclin;;  of  llie  Coiiimitlec  of  Safely:    Present — 

Robi  rl  Mniis,  Presi'l.iit  jiro  tern.,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
John  Cadwallarler,  Thomas  llharton,  Junior,  Anthony 
Wayne,  Andrew  Allen,  Richard  Reiley. 

Major  George  Fthrin-rton  having  come  here  with  an  in- 
tention, as  he  says,  of  g.iiiig  to  England,  this  Board  ihouglit 
proper  to  take  the  following  Parole  of  liiin: 

"  I,  George  Ethrington,  Major  of  the  Second  Battalion 
of  liis  .Majesty's  Royal  American  Regiment,  a  prisoner 
in  the  power  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province 
of  Vennsyiviiniu,i\\.\i\  being  kindly  treated  and  protected  by 
them,  and  enlarged  on  parole,  do  hereby  solemnly  jiromiso 
and  engage,  'i.'i  the  honour  of  a  soldier  and  gentleman,  that 
1  will  not  bear  arms  against  {he:  American  United  Colonies, 
ill  any  manner  whatever,  for  the  space  of  twelve  months, 
or  until  1  may  be  exchanged  ;  nor  will  I,  during  that  time, 
take  any  measures  to  give  intelligence  to  General  Gage, 
or  the  British  Ministry,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  what- 
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ever,  relalive  to  American  affaiis.  Also,  in  case  lliis  my 
parole  is  not  accepted  in  exchani:;e  for  any  officer  of  equal 
rank  in  the  American  service,  who  may  be  taken  prisoner 
by  the  British  Troops,  I  do  hereby,  in  any  such  case,  on 
notice,  promise  to  repair  to  and  pive  myself  up  to  the  said 
Committee  of  Safely,  as  a  prisoner. 

"  GEOIUit:    ErHUlNliTON. 
■•  Philadelphia,  Soplcmber  8,  1775." 

Agreeably  to  the  request  of  Major  Elhrington,  he  uas 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  his  Parole  and  the  following  Cer- 
tificate : 

"These  are  to  certify  lo  all  persons  to  whom  these  pie- 
seuts  may  appear,  that  the  above  writing  is  a  true  copy  of 
the  parole  of  honour  given  by  the  bearer.  Major  Klhring- 
tun,  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  lioydl  American  Regi- 
ment, to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania.  It  is  therefore  recommended  to  such  jier- 
sons,  that  the  said  Major  Kthrington  be  jjermitled  to  pass 
where  his  business  may  lead  liim,  without  any  hinderance 
or  molestation." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Towers,  Commissary,  attend  Mr. 
Nicholson  in  proving  the  Firelocks;  and  that  he  furnish 
such  quantity  of  Powder  as  is  necessary  for  that  jiurpose. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  IVhile  purchase  of  Mr.  Binks 
thirty  Carlridge-Boxes,  for  the  use  of  the  Armed  Boats. 

Moutluy,  Siplcmli  r  U,  177.'.. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present  only 
four  Mendiers — 

John  Dickinson,  William  Edmonds,  Daniel  Roherdcuu, 
John  Cadivalladcr. 

Robert  'Forcers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  received 
the  following  articles,  and  stored  them  at  llie  Siate-llousc, 
viz: 

^3  .Muskets  and  Bayonets,  from  John  Nicholson  ;  28 
Scabbards  for  Ba)onets,  from  IVoolk.  Ming;  1  cvvt.  3 
qrs.  26  lbs.  Lead,  from  Oiven  Biddic,  per  Kbenczer  Call; 
■i  Bullet  Moulds,  belonging  to  the  Province,  o[  Dunwick, 
H'ill,  &,■  Ilasenchatr;  372  barrels,  G  quarter-barrels,  and 
350  lbs.  Powder,  lium  (icorirc  Lush,  in  I'owder-Ilouse. 


Tuesday,  September  I'J,  177.'>- 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   Present — 
Benjamin  Franklin.  Daniel  Roberdean,  Thomas  IVIwr- 
ton,  Junior,  Robert  llhitc,  George  Ross,  John  Cadival- 
ladcr. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Robert  White  have  an  Order  on 
Mr.  Michael  Hillegas,  Treasurer  to  this  Board,  for  the 
sum  of  One  Thousand  Pounds,  for  the  payment  of  Trades- 
men's Bills  ;  which  was  accordingly  drawn,  and  signed  by 
the  President.  

Thursday,  Sopteiubor  M,  177.7. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Dickinson,  Daniel  Rober- 
deau,  George  Ross,  William  Edmonds,  Samuel  ])!orris. 
Jun.,  Robert  Morris,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jan.,  John  Cad- 
widlader,  George  Gray. 

Ca\nnm  James  Irvine  presented  a  Memorial  and  Re|ire- 
sentaiion  to  this  Board,  concerning  himself  and  the  regula- 
tion of  the  First  Battalion;  vvhich,  after  being  read  and 
considered,  it  was  agreed  that  the  fjliouing  recommenda- 
tion he  given  to  Captain  Irvine  and  the  oilier  Captains  of 
said  Battalion  : 

The  Committee  of  Safety,  taking  into  consideration  ihe 
dispute  at  present  subsisting  in  the  First  Battalion,  recom- 
mend it  to  the  Captains  of  that  Battalion  to  settle  among 
themselves  the  rank  of  the  several  Companies,  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  generally  satisfactory;  or,  if  they  cannot 
agree  among  themselves,  to  draw  lots,  according  to  the 
16tb  Article  of  the  Rules  for  establishing  rank  or  prcce- 
ilence  amongst  the  I'ennsylvania  Associatiirs. 

Resolved,  That  the  Chevaux-de-Frise  be  sunk  into  the 
River,  opposite  the  Fort,  as  has  been  agreed  to;  and  that 
Captain  White  and  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  be  appointed  a 
Committee  to  see  the  same  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

That  the  Boat  built  by  Samuel  Rabbins  be  called  the 
Ranger,  and  that  Captain  James  Montgomery  take  the 
command  of  her. 


Resolved,  That  the  Boat  built  by  John  Rice  be  called 
the  Dickinson,  and  that  be,  the  said  John  Rice,  take  the 
command  of  her. 

That  the  Boat  built  by  Emaanel  Eyres  be  called  the  Con- 
gress,  and  that  Captain  Jnhn  Uatnilton  take  the  connnand 
of  said  Boat. 

Uesolvcd,  That  ^Mr.  ./o///(  Mesbitt  be  appointed  Paymas- 
ter to  the  Officers  and  Men  to  be  employed  on  board  the 
.Armed  Boats,  and  that  he  be  allowed  thirty  Dollars  per 
month  for  bis  services  ;  and  that  this  Committee  pay  for 
the  Books,  Pa|)ers,  &c.,  that  he  may  have  occasion  for  in 
said  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Wages  of  the  Lieutenants  to  be  em- 
ployed on  board  the  Armed  Boats  be  increased  to  four- 
teen Dollars  ]ier  mouth. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Thompson  be  appointed 
Lieutenant  to  the  Armed  Boat  called  Experiment. 


l-'riday,  Septcmlier  15,  177.'"). 

At  a  nieeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:    Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Robert  Morris,  William  Edmonds, 
Daniel  Robrrdean,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Thomas  Whar- 
ton,  .Inn.,  G'orgc  Ross,  John  Cadwallailer,  George  Gray. 

Commissions  were  this  day  signed  by  the  President  for 
the  fullowing  gentlemen  as  (Japtains,  and  dated  as  follows, 
viz  : 

No.  ],.hih/  17,  1775,  for  Ihnry  Doughcrtn,  of  the 
Washnnj;ton.  '  "         ' 

No.  2.  .Juhf  IS,  for.7e/,n  Rice,  of  the  Dickinson. 

No.  3,  July  24,  for  Charles  Alexand a-,  of  the  Chatham. 

No.  4,  August  1 ,  for  Xicholas  Riddle,  of  the  Franklin. 

No.  5,  August  2,  for  Johu  Hamilton,  of  the  Congress. 

No.  6,  August  3,  for  Allen  Moore,  of  the  Eflingham. 

No.  7,  August  31 ,  for  Jas.  Montgomery,  of  tiie  Ranger. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  he  drawn  on  Mr.  Robert  Mor- 
ris, in  favom-  n(  .lohn  Nicholson,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Pounds  iifteen  Shillings,  being  for  the  pavment  of  twenty- 
eight  Firelocks,  ihr  the  use  of  the  Armed  Boats,  and  eleven 
Pattern  Guns  sent  to  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of 
(  ach  County  in  this  Province;  which  Order  was  according- 
ly drawn,  and  delivered  Mr.  Nicholson. 

A  [jCtter  was  this  day  wrote  to  the  Committee  of  York 
County,  respecting  the  Associators,  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  sent  per  .Toseph  Elliott. 

Sent  this  day  by  Joseph  Elliott  and  John  Williams — 

Fifty  Articles  of  Associaiion  and  Recommendation,  for 
the  Committee  of  Lancaster  Comity;  (ifty  ditto,  for  the 
Committee  of  York  County. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Gibbs  Jones  be  appointed  a  [jieu- 
tenaut  of  the  Armed  Boat  Ranger,  commanded  by  James 
Montgomery. 

Saturday,  Sep-Leinber  16,  177.=.. 

.\t  a  meeting  of  the  Ccjinmittee  of  Safety:   Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  WilUani  EJmonds,  Daniel  Rober- 
deau,  Thomas  ft'harton,  Junior,  Samuel  Morris,  Junior, 
Robert  Morris,  George  Gray,  John  Dickinson,  Robert 
IP'hitc,  John  Cadwallailer. 

Sent  to  Henry  Wynkoop,  (nt  the  use  of  the  Associators 
in  Biu'ks  County,  fifty  .Articles  of  Association  and  Recom- 
mendation ;  fifty  ditto  in  the  Dutch  language. 

I'he  Board  came  to  sundry  Resolves,  viz: 

Rrsoleed,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Comrniltee,  that 
all  Pilots  of  the  Bay  and  River  Delaware  ought  to  use 
llieir  utmost  cuilcavours  to  avoid  going  or  being  taken  on 
board  British  Ships  of  War,  or  Armed  Vessels,  during  the 
present  struggle  for  liberty. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
all  Pilots  of  the  Bay  and  Knev  Delaware  ought  to  lay  up 
their  Boats,  on  or  before  tlie  20lh  day  o^  September,  inst., 
and  cautiously  avoid  going  on  any  navigable  water,  or  other 
place,  on  land  or  water,  where  they  may  probably  fall 
Vvilhin  the  power  o(  British  Men  of  War,  Armed  Vessel.s, 
or  Boats,  or  within  the  power  of  men  landed  fiom  such. 

Resolved,  That  any  Pilot,  or  other  person,  who  shall 
conduct  or  bring  any  British  Man  of  War,  Armed  Vessel, 
B'lat,  or  other  Crafi,  up  the  Bay  of  Delaware,  shall,  on 
being  released   from   that  service,  forthwith  repair  to  '.'ii.< 
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Comtniltec,  tlieie  to  prove,  by  siicli  means  as  may  be  in 
his  power,  tliat  lie  was  compelled  by  force  into  thai  service. 
And  sucli  Pilot,  or  other  person,  not  ap|)earing  at  this 
Hoard  within  live  days  after  liis  first  landing,  (unless  put  on 
shore  at  too  great  a  distance,)  shall  be  considered  as  having 
voluntarily  perlbrmed  the  said  service. 

Htsolved,  That  any  Pilot,  or  other  person  acting  as  a 
Pilot,  in  Delaware  Bay  and  lliver,  who  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  lay  up  his  Boat  or  Craft,  or  who  shall  put  him- 
self in  the  way  of  being  forcibly  taken  on  board  the  King's 
Ships,  or  who  shall  voluntarily  serve,  or  offer  to  s(trve  or 
instruct  them  in  the  navigation  of  the  said  Bay  and  Ki\er, 
shall,  on  proof  thereof  made  to  this  Board,  he  deemed  an 
enemy  to  American  liberty,  a  traitor  to  his  Country,  and 
as  such  published  and  liehl  forth  to  the  puhlick. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  ("ommittee,  that 
the  Pilots  of  the  Bay  and  Kiver  Delaware  should  remain 
on  shore,  at  Cape  lietilopcn  or  Cape  May,  until  such  Mer- 
chant Vessels  as  arrive  send  their  Boats  on  shore  for  a  I'iloi, 
when  one  may  repair  on  board,  provided  there  is  not  any 
Man  of  War  in  sight,  or  in  the  said  Bay  and  River;  Init 
if  there  is,  the  Captains  of  such  Merchaiitineii  must  do  the 
best  they  can  for  the  safety  of  their  Ships,  as  no  I'iluis 
must  go  on  board  in  such  case. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commiitce,  that 
the  owners  of  such  Ships  as  are  brought  up  during  the  time 
these  Resolves  remain  in  force,  ought  to  allow  such  rea- 
sonable additional  pilotage  as  the  Board  of  Waiilcns  may 
lis,  towards  hearing  the  Pilot's  expense  down  to  the  Cape 
by  land. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  necessary  for  this  Board  to  he  con- 
stantly and  early  informed  when  any  Men  of  War,  Armed 
\'essels.  Boats,  or  Craft,  arrive  at  the  Capes  of  Dehncare  ; 
and,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Henry  Fisher,  ot  Lewistowv,  be 
appointed  on  this  service,  for  which  a  reasonable  reuard, 
proportioned  to  his  trotible,  loss  of  time,  and  actual  ex- 
(lense,  shall  hereafter  be  allowed  him;  and  that  the  follow- 
ing be  his  Instructions  :      (f) 

Iiistructiuns  from  the  Committee  of  Safe  I  y  at  Piiiladel- 
i>HiA,  to  Mr.  Hknhy  FisiiEH,  at  Lewistown. 

You  are  immediately  to  repair  down  to  Lcivistown,  and 
remain  there  constantly,  (until  discharged  from  this  ser- 
vice,) for  the  piir|)ose  of  giving  advice  to  this  Board  of 
every  British  man-of-war,  or  armed  vessel,  that  inay  arrive 
at  the  Capes  o(  Dclauare.  We  deliver  you  herewith  an 
order  from  the  Board  of  Wardens  to  the  Keeper  of  the 
Light-house,  directing  him  to  make  such  signals,  by  day 
and  night,  on  discovering  any  ship  or  vessel  standing  in  for 
the  land,  as  you  and  he  may  agree  on,  and  you  must  im- 
mediately re|)air  to  the  properest  place  for  discovering  what 
they  are;  and  when  you  are  convinced  of  the  arrival  of  one 
or  more  men  of  war  intending  up  this  river,  you  are  to 
send  us  advice  thereof,  either  by  land  or  water,  as  you 
conceive  best,  mentioning  the  number  of  the  enemy's  shiiis, 
and  their  force,  and  manner  of  proceeding,  as  nearly  as  you 
can  ascertain  these  circumstances.  When  you  send  intel- 
ligence by  water,  you  should  avoid  sending  pilots,  or  iier- 
sons  that  can  serve  as  pilots  to  ihi'  riiriii\  .  \v^i  ihey  slmuM 
fall  in  their  power,      (f) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  ofllns  ( ■..nmntlee,  that 
tho  Buoys  in  the  Bay  of  Dilmnin  ou'^hl  lo  he  taken  up 
immediately,  and  that  the  \V;nilciis  cif  ihr  I'oil  ho  dcsnoil 
to  give  orders  for  it^  hciiig  doiu'.  and  m  '^uc  oiilii-,  to  the 
Keeper  of  the  Light  to  make  -u.-li  ^i-naU,  Ir.  day  ..r  ni^hl, 
as  .Mr.  Henry  Fisher  and  Ix"  may  agive  on,  noon  seung 
Vessels  standing  inwards,      (f) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  llip  opinion  ,.f  this  Cominitlee,  il,;,t 
six  six-pound  Cannon  lu;  hiil  lo  the  iiihaliilaiiis  (i|  Laris- 
t'Urn  and  I'ilotsloirii.  inar  Ci'ih  1 1/ ii/h/h  ii,  \\]\h  Amiiiu- 
nition  for  the  same,  to  ih  I'l  nd  ihiin-iUcs  riom  ;my  hostile 
attacks;  they  giving  security  to  rrtuiii  ihc  ('.iiiiion  on  de- 
mand, and  in  expectation  that  thr  Coininltlce  ofS.ilctv  (or 
Ilic  three  lower  Counties  uill  ivp:r>  the  (|hanllly  (ifAm- 
iiiunition,  or  Its  value  in  nioiii'Vjin  n  rrasdiiahlc  liiiie.     (f) 

Resolved,  Tlial  it  Is  ihc  opinion  of  ihi.  rommitttc,  that 
if  any  Pilot  or  I'llot  Boat  shouhl  lu;  waiUed  for  especial  or 
particular  purposes,  diuiiiL;  tin'  time  these  Resolves  remain 
ill  force,  a|)plicaiioii  shouhl  hr  made  to  this  Board,  who 
will  .;iaiit  a  Certificate  to  tiir  Pilot  or  ])crson  employed, 
on  fuidliig  the  puhlick  good  is  coiinccled  uitli  his  service. 
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Resolved,  That  Mr.  ff'hite  and  .Mr.  Robert  Morris 
apply  to  the  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  taking  up  the 
Buoys,  agreeable  to  the  preceding  Resolutions. 

Colonel  Roberdeau  and  Colonel  Cadivallader  are  re- 
fpiested  to  borrow  six  six-pound  Cannon,  and  to  give  an 
assurance  to  the  person  who  will  lend  them  that  they  shall 
be  returned  in  good  order,  or,  in  case  they  should  sustain 
any  damage  or  be  lost,  that  this  Board  will  pay  such  dam- 
age or  loss;  and  that  the  said  Guns  be  provided  with  a 
proper  f|uantit)'  of  Ammunition — the  whole  being  lent  to 
the  inhabitants  oi'  Lciriston-n  and  I'ilotstown,  for  their  de- 
fence. 

The  President  gave  an  Order  on  Mr.  Robert  Morris,  in 
favour  of  Robert  Towers,  for  eleven  Pounds  eighteen  Sliil- 
lini;s  and  three  Pence  half-penny,  for  seventy-nine  and 
tliree-(iuarler  pounds  of  Saltpetre,  which  he  has  purchased 
and  stored. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Dickinson  and  Colonel  Cad- 
rvallader  be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  a  Memorial  to  the 
honourable  House  of  Assembly,  setting  forth  the  necessity 
of  their  granting  a  farther  sum  of  Money,  and  recommend- 
ing the  Ijuilding  Magazines  in  some  convenient  place. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Sa,nuel  Morris,  and  Mi'.  Robert 
ll'iiite  fuinish  an  estimate  of  the  co>t  of  the  Boats  and 
Chevaux-de-Frlse. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Rolnrl  Morris  an!  Mr.  Thomas 
Wharton  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  I'owder,  Salt- 
petre, Fire-Aril. s,  ^:(■.,  that  they  have  purchased  and  sent 

Mr.  John  Ross,  Merchant,  made  application  to  this 
Board  to  be  apjiointed  Muster-Master  of  the  Officers  and 
Men  to  be  em|)loyed  on  board  the  .Armed  Boats,  and  in- 
forms this  Board,  that  he  will  undertake,  for  the  good  of 
the  service,  to  do  the  said  duty  of  Muster-Master  gratis. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ross  be  appointed  Muster-.Masler. 
agreeable  to  the  preceding  .Minute. 

The  President  gave  an  Order  on  Mr.  Robert  Morris,  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Dulf,  for  three  Pounds  seventeen  Shillings. 

.\nd  an  Order  on  Mr.  Morris,  in  favour  of  .SVorAec  v^- 
IVharton,  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  Pounds 
seventeen  Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  for  sundry  Medicines. 

Delivereil  Mr.  Henry  Fisher  his  Instructions  from  this 
Board,  and  the  Resolves  of  this  day,  marked  /'. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commiltee  of  Safety:   Present — 

Robert  Morris.  President  j^ro  icm.,  John  Cadwallader, 
Robert  White,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Thomas  IVharton, 
Jun.,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  George  Ross. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  John  Moulder  be  apjiolnted  to 
the  command  of  one  of  the  Armed  Boats. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  James  Blair  be  appointed  lo 
the  command  of  one  of  the  .\rmed  Boats. 

R, solved,  That  Captain  Robert  Eyres  be  appointed  lo 
tho  comiiiaiid  of  one  of  the  Armed  Boats. 

Rrs'ilnil,  That  tho  following  gentlemen  he  appointed 
I.lrutinaiits  on  board  the  Armed  Boats:  Jinmiah  Sim- 
7111111^,  Jn/in  Chailiiim,  .lames  Allen,  George  Garland. 

llu/irri  Tiuurs,  ( 'oiiimlssary,  reports  his  having  received 
and  sioicd  the  folloulng  articles,  viz:  seven  hundred  and 
(■ighty-ci;;hi  IS-pound  i\ound  Shot;  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty-Luiit  ■.' 1-pound  Round  Shot ;  seventy-seven  ;3--2-pound 
Itoiiiid  Shot — received  from  .Mr.  George  Tayloi ,  and 
stolid  at  the  Siatr-Iloii-e.  Seventy-nine  and  three-qunr- 
h'Y  poimiis  Salipitir,  purchased  ei(  Memingtr  i^-  Dorsey. 


Wcliiosliv,  Sopten.b.-r  JO.  1775. 

At  a  moctmj-  of  the  Coinmitlee  of  Safetv:    I'resent— 

Robert  Morris,  PiT'si.lcit  pro  Icm..  IliniJ  I'u.lnrdenn, 
Anihoni/  Wayne,  Michael  Swoopc.Aadrrw  Allui.  Thomar, 
Whartoo,  .Inn.,  John   Cadwallader. 

R.solrrd.  That  Richard  /fV/Zs,  Pilot,  be  permitted  to 
go  to  tilt.'  Capis  with  his  Boat,  with  a  caution  to  him  to 
a\oid  ^ouil;  or  hciiig  taken  on  board  any  i\lan-of-War,  or 
other  lUiii.h  Arm.Ml  Vessel. 

li'^nliiil.  That  JJaniil  Miirphi/.  Pilot,  he  permitted  te, 
take  ilown  the  Riverand  Bav  oi' Delaware,  the  Brig  Aa»rv, 
Captain  Douglas,  belonging' to  Messrs.  Hoivcll  am\  Do7ig. 
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las,  and  thai  llie  said  Murphy  avoid  s^oin?  or  being  taken     give  his  word  of  honour  to  appear  before  this  Board  lo- 
on board  any  Man-of-War,  or  other /ir/^/s/j  Armed  Vessel,     morrow  morning,  at  nine  o'clock;  which  word  he  accord- 
Colonel  Dickerson,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  Con-     ingly  gave, 
gress,  applied  to  this   Board  for  a  stale  of  the  Account  of         Mr.  Samuel  Sladc,  who  lately  came  from  England,  was 
Powder  between  this  Board  and  the  Congress,  when  he  was     brought  before  this  Board  by  Captain  Lniley,  and  charged 

with   his  being  frequently  observed   to  take  an  account  of 

Com-     tiie  cannon  and  carriages  in  the  State-House  yaid,  and  has 

nade  inquiries  respecting  the  different  constructions  of  ma 


furnished  with  the  following  Account : 
Dr.    The  Continental  Congress  in  account  ivith  th 
mittee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of  Pknnsvi-va 

1775. 

Aug.   2.  To  sundry  casks  of  Powder  delivered  to 
Patrick  Henry,  Esq.,  weight,  - 

Aug.  11.  To  sundry  casks  of  Powder  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Schuyler  in  one  wagon,     -     -     - 

Sept.   4.  To  sundry  casks  of  Powder  sent  to  Gen- 
eral JVashington  in  two  wagons. 
To  damaged  Powder  that  was  received 
of  Captain  .17«rA-oc, 


lbs. 
2,044 
2,136 
4,012 


Balance  of  Powder  due  the  Congress, 


8,217 
803J 


lbs.  9,020i 


1775.  Cr. 

July  31.  By  sundry  casks  of  Powder  received 
from  Captain  Markoe,  weight,  -     - 

Aug.  li).  By  sundry  casks  of  Powder  received 
from  Major  Samuel  Mifflin,    -     -     - 

Aug.  2(5.  By  sundry  casks  of  Powder  imported 
in  the  Lady,  Captain  Ord,  from  Ber- 
muda,     -     -     - 


lbs. 
3,995i 


1,800 


lbs.  9,020i 


chines,  boats,  &c.,  for  the  defence  of  this  Province.  This 
Board  having  examined  him,  and  perused  several  of  his 
papers  and  letters  which  he  produced  for  his  vindication, 
are  of  opinion  that  he  had  no  bad  intentions  in  making  the 
above  inquiries,  therefore  gave  directions  for  his  being  re- 
leased, with  a  charge  to  him  that  he  inform  this  Board  when 
he  intends  to  leave  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Samuel  Davidson  be  appointed 
to  the  cou)mand  of  one  of  the  Armed  Boats. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Savage  be  allowed  seven 
Shillings  and  six  Pence  per  day  for  his  services,  from  the 
18th  ./«///  to  this  22d  inst.,  being  sixty-six  days,  amounting 
to  twenty-four  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings,  for  which  an  order 
was  drawn  in  his  lavour  on  Mr.  Robert  Morris. 

Saturday,  Septemljcr  ii3,  177.V 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 
Bcnja.  Franklin,  John  Montgomery,  Bernard  Dough- 
erty, Samuel  Hunter,  Andrtiv  Allen,    Michael  Swoope, 
Benjamin  Bartholomeiv,  Robert  Morris,  Thomas  JVharton, 
Jun.,  Oiven  Biddle,  Daniel  Roberdecu. 

In  answer  to  what  Colonel  Ross  wrote  yesterday  to  the 


the  Powder  imported  from  Bermuda  not  (it  for  use. 


N^B.  There  is  upwards^of  seven   hundred   pounds  of    Congress,  respecting   Major  Rogers,   this'  Board  was  fur- 
nished with  the  following  Resolve,  viz: 

"  In  Congreee,  September  22,  1775. 

''Resolved,  That  in  case   the  Committee  find    nothing 


Thursiluy,  Soplember  21,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   Present — 

Daniel  Roberdeau,  Anthony  JVaync,  Benjamin  Bartho- 
lomew, Thos.  ff'harton,  Jun.,  Michael  Su'oope,  John  Mont- 
gomery, fVilliam  Edmonds,  Bernard  Dougherty,  Samuel 
Hunter,  John  Cadwallader. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  received 
the  following  parcels  of  Powder,  which  is  stored  in  the 
Powder-House  : 

Four  half-barrels,  weiglu  two  hundred  pounds  ;  six  quar- 
ter-barrels, one  hundred  and  fifty — three  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  from  Oswald  Eve.  Three  quarter-barrels,  seveniy- 
five  pounds,  from  Oswald  Eve,  being  part  of  the  damaged 
Powder  belonging  to  the  Congress. 

Fritlny,  Spptori.bcr  22,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Robert  Morris,  President  pro  ton.,  Owen  Biddle,  Tho- 
vins  Wharton,  Jun.,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Michael  Sivoope, 
Anthony  Wayne,  George  Ross,  Andrew  Allen,  John  Mont- 
gomery. 

Resolved,  That  John  Lamberlh,  Pilot,  be  permitted  to 
pilot  down  the  River  and  Bay  of  Delaware,  fvom  Newcas- 
tle, the  Ship  Peace  and  Plenty,  Cajjlain  McKenzIc,  and  he 
is  warned  liythis  Committee  to  avoid  going  or  being  taken 
on  board  anyMan-of-VVar  or  other  British  Armed  Vessels. 

Resolved,  That  Luke  Shields  be  permitted  to  take  his 
Boat  down  to  the  Capes,  and  there  to  lay  her  up. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Towers,  Conmiissary,  keep  the  key 
of  the  Powder  Magazine  in  his  possession,  and  that  he  suffer 


5t  Major /lowers  except  that  of  his  being  a  half  pay 
Oliicer,  that  he  be  discharged  on   giving  his   parole  not  to 
take  up  arms  against  the  inhabitants  o(  America,  in  the  pre- 
sent controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  America. 
"A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes: 

"Chahles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Major  Rogers,  agreeable  to  his  word  of  honour  yester- 
day, attended  this  Board,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  above 
Resolve  of  Congress,  this  Board  took  the  following  Parole, 
viz  : 

"  \,  Robert  Rogers,  Major  on  half  pay  in  His  Majesty's 
Army,  a  prisoner  in  the  custody  of  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty for  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  being  kindly 
treated  and  protected  by  them,  and  enlarged  on  parole,  do 
hereby  solemnly  promise  and  engage,  on  the  honour  of  a 
soldier  and  a  gentleman,  that  I  will  not  bear  arms  against 
the  American  United  Colonies,  in  any  manner  whatever, 
during  the  present  contest  between  them  and  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  that  I  will  not,  in  that  time,  attempt  to  give  intel- 
ligence to  General  Gage,  the  British  Ministry,  or  any  other 
person  or  persons,  of  any  matters  relative  to  America. 
"  Robert  Rogers,  Major." 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  Major  Rogers,  he  was  fur- 
nislie'd  with  a  copy  of  his  Parole,  and  the  following  Certi- 
ficate, viz  : 

"These  are  to  certify  to  all  persons  to  whom  these  pre- 
sents may  appear,  that  the  above  writing  is  a  true  copy  of 
the  parole  of  honour  given  by  the  bearer,  Major  Robert 
Rogers,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of 


no  person  to  enter  it  but  those  that  are  necessary  to  employ     Pennsylvania;  it  is  therefore  recommended  to  such   pe 
tlierein  ;  and  that  he  desire  Captain  Spring  to  attend  this     jq^s  that  the  said  Major  Rogers  be  permitted  to  pass  where 
Board,  that  he  may  be  treated  with   for  the  hire  of  the 
Magazine. 

Major  Rogers  having  arrived  here  from  England,  and 


being  on  half  pay  in  the  British  Army,  this  Board  think  it 
necessary  that  he  should  be  taken  prisoner.  Colonel  Ro- 
berdeau, at  the  re(|uest  of  this  Board,  accordiniily  gave  di- 
rections to  Captain  Bradford,  to  take  the  said  IMajor  Rogers 
a  prisoner,  and  bring  him  belore  them. 

And  Colonel  Ross  wrote  to  the  Congress,  to  have  their 
direction  what  they  would  have  them  to  do  with  him. 

Captain  Bradford,  according  to  directions,  brought  Mr. 
Rogers  prisoner  to  this  Board  ;  but  not  having  an  answer 
from  the  Congress,  it  was  thought   proper  that  he  should 
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his  business  may  lead'him,  without  any  hinderancc  or  moles- 
tation." 

An  Order  was  drawn,  and  signed  by  the  President,  on 
Robert  Morris,  in  favour  of  Joseph  Sims, (of  three  Pounds 
fifteen  Shillings,  being  for  twenty-five  pounds  of  Saltiietic. 

Resolved,  That  Edward  Chamberlain  be  appointed  Mas- 
tcr-at-Arms  and  Armourer  for  the  Armed  Boats,  and  that 
he  be  allowed  fourteen  Dollars  per  month  for  his  services. 

Delivered  an  Order  to  Captain  Hamilton,  on  Robert 
Tou'trs.  Commissary,  for  two  Cartridges  for  a  twenty-four 
Pounder;  twenty-four  Cartridges  for  Muskets. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Cadwallader  and  Samuel  Morris 
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be  a  Committee  to  examine  tlie  C'artridije-Boxes,  Knap- 
sacks, &.C.,  that  are  made  for  the  use  of  this  County,  and, 
if  tliey  are  made  agreeable  to  the  patterns,  tliat  they  give 
orders  to  the  Commissary  lo  receive  thein  into  store. 


At  a  meeting  of  tlie  Commiltce  of  Safut)':  Present — 
Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  I^residont  pro  tern.,  Thos.  Whar- 
ton, .I.m.,  Owen  BiddU,  Michael  Swoupc,  John  Cadwal- 
tader,  Daniel  llnherdeau,  iniliam   Edmunds,  John  Dick- 
inson . 

Jtc.wlccd,  That  Isaac  Rotch,  Pilot,  bo  perniiltcd  to  pilot 
down  the  River  and  Bay  of  Delaware  the  Brig  Salli/,  War- 
ren Lisle  yichol,  Master,  which  vessel  put  into  Christiana 
in  distress;  the  said /s(/of  Notch,  Pilot,  is  cautioned  to 
avoid  going  or  being  taken  on  board  any  Shi[)  of  War  or 
oihcr  British  Armed  Yesscl. 

The  Committee  of  York  County  having  purchased  the 
follouing  quantity  of  Ciunpowder  and  Lead,  which  is  se- 
cured by  them  in  Yorktown,  (or  the  security  and  defence  of 
this  Province,  viz  : 

Forty-nine  quarter-casks  of  Powder,  weight  tueive  hun- 
dred and  luenty-five  pounds,  which  cost  £178  I'ls.  ;  ihiec 
tliousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  |)uuiids  of  Lead,  cost 
£G9  6s.  'id.;  carriage  from  Philadelphia  to  Yorktown, 
£11  65.  6(/.— £259  6s.  \\d., 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  Committee  take  the  abovementioned 
Powder  and  Lead,  purchased  by  the  Committee  of  York 
County  for  the  use  of  this  Pro\  iiice,  at  the  price  the  same 
was  purchased  at  by  them,  and  that  Mr.  Michael  Swoope,  a 
Member  of  this  Conuriittee,  and  Mr.  John  Hay,  a  Com- 
missioner of  said  County,  be  ap[)ointed  to  see  that  the  said 
Powder  and  Lead  are  propeiiy  secured,  and  that  -Mr.  jU/- 
chacl  Su'oope  have  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  Board 
for  the  amount  of  the  same. 

Agreeable  thereto,  an  Order  was  drawn,  of  this  date,  on 
said  Treasurer,  for  the  said  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  Pounds  six  Shillings  antl  eleven  Pence,  and  signed  by 
iiamubl  Morris,  Jun.,  President  pro  tnn. 

Resolved,  That  George  Jarlson,  Pihn,  be  permitted  lo 
pilot  down  tlie  River  and  Bay  iA  Delaware  llie  Sloop  Ad- 
venture, Benjamin  Clark,  Ma-ter ;  and  he,  the  said  Pdot, 
is  hereby  cautioned  to  avoid  goinn  or  being  taken  on  boaid 
any  Ship  of  War  or  other  British  Armed  Vessel. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  Mr.  Michael  Ilil- 
Icgas,  Treasurer  to  this  Board,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Robert 
H'hife,  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand  Pounds,  being  towards 
tlie  payment  of  the  building  the  Armed  Boats  and  Chc- 
vaux-de-Frise  ;  which  Order  was  accordingly  drawn,  and 
signed  by  Samuel  Morris,  President  pro  tem. 

Resolved,  That  "Sit.  Robert  Morris,  Mr.  Thos.  ll'harlon, 
and  Mr.  Robert  White,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  receive  all  Accounts,  and  to  inspect  and  cei-tify  those 
that  are  right  to  this  Board. 

This  Board  was  furnished  with  an  Account  from  the  City 
Committee,  against  the  Continental  Congress,  for  the  fol- 
lowing quantities  of  Gunpowder  delivered  them,  viz: 

JNincty-eight  quarter-casks  of  Powder  sent  lo  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, cost  £367  \0s.;  fifly-two  quarler-casks  of  Powder 
sent  to  Ticonderoga,  £195;  twelve  strong  Hogsheads  and 
packing,  at  IS*.,  and  hauling,  £10  As. — £57'2  lis. 

Which  Powder  was  added  to  the  Account  delivered  by 
this  Board  to  the  Congress  the  -iOth  inst.,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing : 

J)r.    ( 'onlineiiial   Congress  in  account  with  the  Coinmittic 
of  Safrli/  for  the  I'rorince  of  Pknn>vi 


To   ninrh 


Ihs. 


-casks    of    l',.u<lei 


U  Washington  by  the  C 


sent  to  Gem 

Committee,  -------- 

To  fifty-two  quarter-casks  of  Powder  sc 
to  Ticonderoga  by  theCily  (Jommiitei 


lbs.  3.750 


1775.  Cr.  lbs. 

Sept.  20.  By  balance  due  Congress  in  Powder,  -       803* 

By  balance  due  Committee  of  Safely,  -    2,9  !().( 

s.<i.u-m,1h.,- -J.-,,  1775.  /is.  3,750 


Captain  Spring  attended  this  Board,  agreeable  to  a  Re- 
solve of  the  22d  inst.,  and  they  came  to  a  resolve  that  tlie 
said  Captain  Spring  be  allowed  the  common  storage  for  the 
Powder  that  is  now  or  hereafter  may  be  put  in  the  Maga- 
zine by  this  Committee. 

Tuesday,  Si;|itember  20,  177J. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Robert  Morris,  John  Montgomery, 
Bernard  Dougherty,  Samuel  Hunter,  Owen  Biddle,  Tho- 
mas Wharton,  .Km.,  Daniel  Roberdtan,  .Michael  .Swoope, 
William  Edmonds,  George  Ross. 

Delivered  to  Lieutenant  Gibbs  Jones,  for  the  Aimed 
Boat  Ranger,  two  brass  Howitzers,  which  were  made  by 
Mr.  King. 

Delivered  an  Order  to  Edward  Chamberlain,  Master-at- 
Arms,  on  Mr.  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  for  twenty- 
eight  Muskets,  made  by  y,icholson,  tweiity-eiiilu  Carliidge- 
Boxes,  made  by  Binks,  and  twent)  round;  of  Cartridges  for 
each  Musket. 

L'pon  the  application  of  the  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence of  W'estmurelund  County,  for  a  quantity  of  Powder 
anil  Lead  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontier.s, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Michael  Swoope  and  Mr.  John  Hay, 
of  York  County,  do  deliver  to  Captain  Samuel  .Moorhead, 
of  ll'estmonland  County,  out  of  the  publick  stock,  five 
luindred  weight  of  Powder,  and  twelve  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  of  Lead,  and  that  the  same  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Committee  of  Westmorekmd,  for  the  publick  use  of 
said  County;  and  the  Committee  are  rccjuested  to  take  par- 
ticular care  that  the  same  be  not  expended  but  in  the  pub- 
lick defence. 

Ihsolveil,  That  the  Committee  of  said  County  be  ac- 
countable to  this  Committee  for  the  same,  when  called 
upon. 

Resolved,  That  Orders  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Board,  in  favour  of  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors 
of  each  County  in  this  Province,  for  the  different  sums  as 
adixed  to  each.  County,  being  towards  the  payment  of 
Arms  and  Accoutrements  they  are  to  furnish,  respectively, 
viz:  For  Philadelphia  Cownx,  £l,.500;  Bucks  County, 
£300  ;  C/it.s7c;- County,  £500';  Lancaster  County,  £600; 
York  County,  £300  {Cumberland  County,  £300  ;  Berks 
County,  £100;  is'orthampton  County,  £300;  Bedford 
County,  £100;  MorthumUrland  County,  £1(10;  l)'cst- 
moreland  County,  £100. 

John  Philip  De  Haas  having  presented  a  Memorial  to 
this  Boaril  relative  to  some  dispute  subsisting  betueen  Col- 
onel Grubb,  of  Lancaster  County,  and  him,  respecting  the 
divi-ion  of  said  Colonel  G'ruii's  Battalion  ;  the  Committee 
taking  the  same  into  consideration,  do  resolve  that  it  be  re- 
cnmmended  to  the  Committee  of  Z/««a/s?ec  County  to  hear 
till"  matter  in  dispute  between  Colonel  Grubb  and  Major 
De  Haas,  and  determine  it  agreeable  lo  the  regulations 
jHiblislied  by  this  Board  for  establishing  rank  and  prece- 
dence among<^t  the  Pennsylvania  Associators  ;  and  it  is  also 
recommended  to  those  gentlemen  to  refer  their  disputes  to 
said  Committee,  but  subject  to  an  appeal  to  this  IJoard,  if 
the  parties  think  proper,  who  may  agree  upon  a  day  to 
attend  most  suiiable  to  them. 


\V.-,LiirMl;,y,  Sri,lrinl.,-r  •-:'7.  1773. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Coniniiitee  of  Safeiv :  Present — 
Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Cadwullader.  Samuel  Hunter, 
Bernard  Dougherty.  John  .Montzomen/,  Michael  Swoope. 
Daniel  Robrrdeau,'Owen  Biddle,  Thomas  Wharton,  ,\ an.'. 
Anitrea-  .\lli  n,  jlnthony  Wayne,  George  Ross. 

Ri solveil,  That  Mr.  Towers,  Commissary,  alter  the  Cai- 
iridgi's  thai  bo  has  made  for  the  Cannon,  by  decreasing  the 
(|uaiitily  of  Powder  to  one-fourth  the  weight  of  the  Ball; 
and  the  Cartridges  made  for  the  Field-Pieces  to  be  de- 
creased to  one-fifth  or  one-sixth  the  weight  of  the  Ball,  ac- 
cording to  the  strength  of  the  Powder. 

Re.-iolved,  That  Doctor  Benjamin  Rush  be  appoinicil 
Physician  and  Surgeon  to  the  Armed  Boats,  and  that  the 
( 'oinmaiidliig  Olllcers  of  the  Boats  be  informed  that  they 
apply  to  lilin,  for  themselves  and  people,  for  assistance  in 
case  of  need. 
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Friday,  Soptombor  29,  177'>.  The  Military  AssociiU'ion,  entered  into  by  numbers  of  the 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present —  good  i)eo])le  of  tliis  Province,  has  received  the  approbation 

Benjamin  Frnnldin ,  Anthony  Wayne,  Thomas  Wharton,  of  the  House,  and  undoubtedly  deserves  every  encourage- 

Jun.,  Samuel  Hunter,  Bernard  Dougherty,  John  Mont-  ment ;  as  a  body  of  freemen,  animated  by  a  love  of  liberty, 

gomery,  Michael  Swoojh-,  Robert  Morris,  Daniel  Rober-  and  trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  aflbrd  the  most  certain  and 

ileau,  Francis  Johnson,  Owen  Biddle.  efiectual   defence  against  tiio   approaches   of  slavery   and 

Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  2()th  inst.,  the  Orilers  oppression.      It  is  to  be  wished,  tiierefore,  that  this  spirit 

tlierein   mentioned  to   be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  could  have  been  more  universally  ditl'used  ;  but  the  Asso- 

Board,  in   favour  of  the  diflerent  Commissioners  and   As-  ciators  comjilain,  and  with  great  appearance  of  reason,  that 

sessors,  was  this  day  done,  and  signed  by  the  President.  vvliilst  they  are  subjected  to  expenses  to  accoutre  themselves 

An  Order  was  this  day  drawn  on  tlie  Treasurer  of  this  ^^  soldiers,  (and  their  affairs  sufler  considerably  by  the  time 

Board,  in  favour  of  the  Commissioners   and   Assessors  of  necessarily  employed  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  n)ili- 

York  County,  for  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  Pounds  six-  '''"'y  a'''>)  very   many  of  their  countrymen,  who   have  not 

teen   Shillings,   being  towards  the  payment  of  Cartridge-  associated,   are   entirely   free   from    these    inconveniences. 

Boxes,  &c.,  made  for  the  use  of  that  County;  which  Order  They  conceive  that  when  the  liberty  of  all  is  at  stake,  every 

was  delivered  to  7Ui"f/ioc/ iSw'Oopc,  Esq.  "'an   should  assist  in   its  support ;  that  where  the  cause  is 

The  Order  drawn,  agreeable  to  a   Resolve  of  the  '2(5th  common,  and   the  benefits  derived  from  an  ojjposition   arc 

inst.,  in  favour  of  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  Chcs-  universal,  it  is  not  consonant  to  justice  or  equity  that  the 

ter  County,  for  five  hundred  Pounds,  was  this  day  deliver-  burdens  should  be  partial, 

ed  to  Anthony  fVayne,  Esq.  The  Conuiiittee,  therefore,  would  submit  it  to  the  wisdom 

The  Order  drawn,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  2(5th  of  the  House,  whether,  at  this  time  of  distress  and  general 

inst.,  in  favour  of  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  Cum-  t'anger,  some  i)lan  should  not  be  devised  to  oblige  the  assis- 

ier/rtnt/ County,  for  three  hundred   Pounds,  was  tliis  day  t^'ice  of  every  member  of  the  community.     But  as  there 

delivered  lo  John  Montgomery,  Esq.  are  some   persons  who,  from  their  religious  principles,  are 

The  Order  drawn,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  '■26lh  scrupulous  of  the  lawfulness  of  bearing  arms,  this  Commit- 

instant,  in  favour  of  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  '^e,  from  a  tender  regard  for  the  consciences  of  such,  would 

Northumberland  County ,  for  one  hundred  I'ounds,  was  this  venture  to  propose  that  their  contributions  to  the  common 

day  delivered  to  inmut/  Hunter,  Esq.  cause  should   be   pecuniary,  and  for  that  purpose  a  rate  or 

A  Memorial  to  the  Assembly  was  this  day  drawn  up,  assessment  be  laid  on  their  estates,  equivalent  to  the  ex- 
read,  and  agreed  to,  with  an  Estimate  of  the  Moneys  A-  P'^""''  and  loss  of  tmie  mcurred  by  the  Associators.^  A 
pended  and  lo  be  expended  for  the  use  of  this  Province,  "f^^^"'''?  of  this  kind  appears  to  be  founded  on  the  pnnc- 
and  are  as  follows  viz :  ^  .  °'  "Tparlial  justice,  calculated  to  appease  the  com- 
,,,,,,  ;',  7  '  r.  •  -  ,  r.  ,.  plaints  whicli  liavB  bccu  made,  likcly  lo  glvB  general  satis- 
lo  the  Hononrabh  the  Representatives  of  the  freemen  of  faction,  and  of  course  beneficial  to  the  great  cause  we  arc 

the   rrovince  oj    Pennsylvania,  in  bcnernl  Assembly  engaged  in 

""':  ,-  J/"/^^'""."'"^  "f  ''"^    l-'ommittee  of  Safety  re-  ySur  Committee  beg  leave  to  represent  that  it  will  be 

sptctjulhj  sheu-cth  :  necessary  to  appoint  a  Commodore  or  Commander-in-Chief 

That  the  said  Committee,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  of  the  Armed  Boats,  which  has  been  delayed   hitherto  out 

the  House,  have  taken  upon  them  the  execution  of  the  im-  of  respect  lo  your  honourable  House, 

portant  trust  committed   to  them,  and   have  proceeded  to  ^      ^^^                                          B.  Franklin. 

such  measures  as  appeared  to  them  necessary  to  effectuate  ppciiDci  _.,    /d. 

the  purposes  for  which  they  were  appointed.     The  minutes  ^'«  Estimate  of  Moneys  cdready  expended,  and  to  be  cx- 

of  their  transactions,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  ex-  pe}ulcd,for  the  defence  of  the  Province  of  Pennsyl- 

penses  Incurred  for  the  putting  this  Province  into  a  proper  vania.    Submitted  to  the  honourable  House  of  Assembly 

state  of  defence,  are  with  great  deference  submitted  to  the  h  '''^  Committee  of  Safety,  September  29,  1775: 

consideration  of  the  House.  Remitted  to  several  parts  of  Europe,  by  sun- 

Froni  these  it  will  appear  that  the  sum  of  money  granted  dry  conveyances,  for  the  purchase  of  Arms, 

by  the  House,  at  their  last  sessions,  has  been  either  wholly  Ammunition,  and  Medicines,     -     -     -      £20,300  00  0 

expended  or  remitted  for  the  purchase  of  Arms  and  Am-  Remitted   to  different  parts  of  America,  for 

munition.     That   a  considerable  sum  is  still  necessary  to  the  same  purposes,    - 8,200  00  0 

fulfil  the  engagements  already  made  for  the  above  pur|)0ses,  Paid  for   Medicines  brought  here,  and  now 

and  for  the  paying  and  victualling  of  the  men  in  the  service.  ready  for  the   service  of  such  as  may  be 

It  must  be  obvious  to  the  House  that  much  yet  remains  wounded  or  fall  sick  in  the  service,     -     -         420  00  0 

to  be  done  to  accomplish  their  salutary  intentions,  particu-  Thirteen  Armed   Boats  or   Gondolas,  built, 

larly  if  the  British   Ministry  should  obstinately  persist  in  armed,  and  equipped,  estimated  at  £250 

their  present  arbitrary  measures.     Sliould  this  bo  the  case,  each,    -----------     7,150  00  0 

(which,  from  the  present  appearance  of  things,  seems  but  Seventeen   Chevaux-de-Frise,   or   defensive 

too  probable,)  this  opportunity  may,  perhaps,  be  the  only  machines,  to  be  sunk  in  the  River  Dcla- 

one   we   shall   be   possessed  of,  to  prepare  the   necessary  u-are,    to    prevent    enemy    ships    coming 

means  for  tliC  defence  of  our  just  rights  ;  for  there  can  be  against  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  at  £100 

no  doubt  that  vigorous  exertions  will  be  made  to  intercept  each, -..      1,700  00  0 

future  supplies.     The  Committee,  therefore,  apprehend  it  Cannon  and  Grape-Shot  bought,  -     -     -     -         5'J2  00  0 

to  be  their  indispensable  duty  earnestly  to  recommend  to  Small  Arms  bought,      -------         119000 

the  House  to   grant  such  farther  liberal  aids,  at  their  pre-  Pattern  Muskets,  &ic.,  for  the  Counties,       -           57  10  0 

sent  sessions,  as  may,  in  their  wisdom,  be  judged  adequate  Robert  Towers's  Account  for  various  expens- 

to   the  exigencies  of  the  Province  at  this  very  important  es  and  services,  61   17  0 

crisis.  Thomas  Savage^s  services,  &ic.,  -     -     -     -           22  17  6 

They  beg  leave,  also,  to  represent   to  the   Hoine  that  Sundry  contingent  expenses,  supposed   not 

there  appears  to  be  an  immediate  necessity  for  constructing  less  than    ---- 500  00  0 

a  Magazine  or  Magazines  to  receive  the  Powder  already  in  Four  thousand  five  hundred  Muskets  and  ap- 
tlie  Province,  and  such  as  may  arrive  hereafter  ;  large  quan-  paratus,  ordered  by  Assembly  for  Minute- 
titles  are  shortly  expected,  and  there  is  no  place  where  it  Men,  supposed  will  cost      -----   23,625  00  0 
can  be  stored  with  safety,  or  any  way  guarded  against  acci-  Twenty-six  Howitzers  for  the  Boats,       -     -         169  00  0 
dents,  which  that  article,  from  its  nature,  must  be  exposed  Swivel  Guns,  Small  Anns,  k.c.,  for  Boats,         2,500  00  0 
to,  and  which  it  is  of  considerable  moment  to  prevent.  Three  months'  pay,  and  victualling  fifty-three 

The  Committee  having  thus  laid  before  the  House  the  men  in  each  Armed  Boat,  including  Offi- 

steps  they  have  already  taken,  and  their  opinion  of  some  cers,  estimated  at  £202  6.s.  3c/.  per  month, 

measures  which  appear  proper  to  be  adopted,  beg  leave,  each  boat,       -     - 7,890    3  9 

before  they  conclude  this  report,  to  submit  to  the  House  a  Besides  the  money  actually  remitted  for  the 

matter  interesting  to  the  publick  welfare.  purchase  of  Ammunition  and  Anns,  credits 


871 


PEiNNSYLVANIA  ASSEMBLY,  SEPTEMBER,  1775. 


87^ 


are  given  to  the  Agents  employed  in  that 
service,  to  draw  on  London  and  this  place 
to  the  extent  of  ten  tiiousand  Pounds,  if 
they  can  obtain  the  articles  wanted  ;  and 
remittances  must  soon  be  made  to  answer 
these  credits,  some  Members  of  this  Com- 
mittee liaving  pledged  their  private  credits 
on  behalf  of  the  publick,  -  -  -  -  £10,000  00  0 
Freights  of  sundry  Ships  employed  to  bring 
the  Arms  and  Ammunition,  witii  the  com- 
missions of  a  Factor,  sent  in  each  Ship  to 
make  the  purchase.  This  article  cannot  be 
exactly  ascertained  ;  but  the  quantity  be- 
ing considerable,  may  be  reasonably  sup- 
posed at '   -     -     4,000  00  0 

£■^7,-2:37    S  J 


Expense  of  building  a  Magazine  or  Magazines,  with  other 
charges  and  expenses  that  may  be  expected  to  arise  if  this 
most  unhappy  contest  continues. 

IN'.  B.  It  should  be  observed  that  tlie  great  expense 
api)ears  by  this  estimate  to  l)e  for  Arms  and  Ammunition, 
and  these  are  worth  the  full  sum  they  will  cost,  or  might 
at  this  time  be  disposed  of  to  profit. 

Samuel  Slaih  having  promised  this  Board  that  he  would 
not  leave  this  Province  without  their  permission,  he  this 
(lay  requested  liberty  of  going  to  Sew-  York,  which  re- 
quest was  granted. 

Mr.  Owen  Biddh,  by  order,  wrote  this  day  to  the  ('om- 
mittee  of  York  County,  respecting  the  Associators  there. 

Resolved,  That  the  Boat  built  by  M^ark.  Coats  be  called 
the  Z^i(rA-e;  that  the  Boat  built  by  fVUliam  Williams  be 
called  the  Hancock :  that  the  Boat  built  by  .  .  .  Sherlock 
be  called  the  Camden. 


Siturdiy,  September  30,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Samuel  Morris,  Jan.,  Owen  Bid- 
die,  Michael  Swonpe,  Bernard  Dougherty,  Thomas  Jl'har- 
ton,  Juii.,  Daniel  Roberdeau. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  Boats  of  War  are  now  cquijiped 
and  partly  manned  for  service,  and  there  is  a  probability 
that  we  may  be  reduced  to  the  unhappy  necessity  of  using 
them  in  the  defence  of  this  City;  and,  on  inquiry,  it  being 
found  im|)raclicable  either  to  purchase  or  have  made  any 
Fire-Arnis,  in  proper  time,  for  our  defence;  it  is  therefore 
earnestly  reconnnended  to  those  Associators  who  have 
the  Provincial  Arms  in  their  possession,  to  deliver  them  to 
our  Commissary,  Robert  Towers,  that  they  may  be  em- 
ployed in   tliat  necessary  service. 

And  it  is  desired  that  Colonel  Dickinson,  Colonel  Ro- 
berdeau, and  Colonel  Cadwullader,  apply  to  the  Captains 
of  the  respective  Battalions  for  a  li^^t  of  the  names  of  all 
those  Associators  who  have  |)ossession  of  the  said  Arms, 
in  order  that  our  Commissary  may  apply  to  them  for  the 
same. 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  o( Lewis  and  Pilot  Towns 
be  supplied  with  the  following  quantity  of  Ammunition, 
which  thfi\  are  to  repaj'  when  demanded  by  this  Commit- 
tee, viz:  two  hundred  pounds  of  Gunpowder;  six  hundred 
pounds  of  Lead;  twenty  rounds  of  Grape-Shot;  twelve 
rounds  of  Cannon  Ball  for  Nine-Pounders. 

Agreeable  to  the  above  Resolve,  an  Order  was  drawn  on 
the  Commissary,  for  the  Ammunition  therein  mentioned, 
and  delivered  to  Mr.  Henri/  \eal. 

A  Letter  was  this  day  wrote  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Sussex  County,  and  directed  to  John  Lagworthy,  Esq., 
informing  that  this  Board  has  sent  the  Aminunition,  agree- 
able to  a  Resolve  of  this  daw 


PEN'NSYt.VANI  V  ASSEMBLY. 

;\Ion(lny,  Spptomber  18,  1775. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  seventeen  Members,  met  pursuant  to 
adiournment,  on  the  ;jOtli  of  June  last;  and  a  (juorum  not 
appearing,  they  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  mom- 


Tii.-s,l,._v,  SeptombiT  19,  1775. 
Mr.  .S|)c:ik('i-,  with  twenty-two  Members,  met  this  morn- 
ing ;  and  a  number  sufficient  to  proceed  on  business  being 
yet   wanting,    they    adjourned    to  ten  o'clock,  lo-morrow 
morning. 

\Vodncs(l;iy,  .September  20,  1775. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  Members  present  yesterday,  met 
again  this  morning  ;  and  several  being  still  absent,  adjourned 
to  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  (juorum  met  jiuisuant  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Jacobs  and  Mr.  Edmonds  wait 
on  the  Governour,  and  acquaint  him  a  quorum  of  the  Re- 
presentatives are  met,  pursuant  to  their  adjournment,  and 
ready  to  receive  any  business  his  Honour  may  be  pleaseil 
to  lay  before  them. 

A  Remonstrance  from  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the 
Ciiy  of  Fhilndrlphia  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read, 
setting  forth,  that  the  sum  of  Money  granted  last  year  by 
llie  then  Asscndjly,  for  the  relief  and  sup[)ort  of  such  in- 
firm, sick,  and  aged  neutrals  as  are  still  residents  among 
us,  is  nearly  expended  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
granted,  as  by  the  Accounts  herewith  laid  before  the  House 
will  appear;  that  the  Remonstrants  therefore  think  it  their 
duty  to  inform  the  honourable  House,  that  there  is  now  a 
considerable  nunii)er  of  the  said  neutrals,  who,  from  their 
age,  sickness,  or  infirmities,  arc  ronilered  incapable  of  sup- 
porting themselves,  and  must  sutler  in  this  time  of  general 
calamity,  unless  inmiediate  and  constant  relief  is  afforded, 
in  such  a  manner  as  their  particular  circumstances  may 
from  time  to  time  require  ;  that  the  Remonstrants  there- 
fore request  the  honourable  House  will  take  the  ])remises 
into  consideration  and  grant  such  relief  as  they  in  llieir 
wisdom  shall  think  |)ropor. 

Ordrrcd  lo  lie  on  the  table. 


A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  and  principal  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  County  of  York  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read,  praying,  that  in  the  next  a|)pointment  of  Depu- 
ties for  this  Province,  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Congress, 
an  inhabitant  of  the  said  County  may  be  one  of  the  number. 

(Jrdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  horn  the  Commissioners  of  the  County  of 
York  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read,  setting  forth, 
that  the  honourable  Assembly  of  this  Province,  on  the 
;jOth  of  June  last,  was  pleased  to  direct  that  three  hundred 
Muskets  and  the  like  number  of  Cartridge-Boxes  should 
be  made  in  the  said  County  ;  that  the  Petitioners  and  the 
Board,  in  consequence  of  such  direction,  have  set  the  Gun- 
smiths of  the  County  to  work  at  the  said  arms,  and  have 
induced  them,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Connnittee,  to  lay 
aside  all  other  business  till  the  same  be  finished  ;  that  some 
of  the  said  Gunsmiths  cannot  alFord  to  purchase  the  neces- 
sary materials,  and  carry  on  the  said  work,  without  money 
ad\anced  to  them;  that  the  Petitioners  therefore  pray  the 
House  to  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  or  such 
sum  as  they  may  think  pro])er,  into  the  hands  of  3Iichael 
Swoojic,  Es(j.;  which  sum  the  Petitioners  will  advance  to 
the  said  Gunsmiihs,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the 
said  work,  and  that  the  Petitioners  will  be  accoimtable  to 
the  House  for  the  same;  that  the  Cartridge-Boxes  are 
finished,  (a  bill  for  which  is  herewith  sent,)  and  the  Peti- 
tioners pray  the  House  to  order  the  Treasurer  to  |)ay  the 
amount  of  them  to  the  said  Michael  Swoopc  ;  that  the  Pe- 
titioners also  beg  leave  to  represent  that  there  is  now  a 
quantity  of  Tin  in  the  Town  of  York,  sufficient  to  make 
a  number  of  Camp-Kettles  lo  supply  the  Minute-Men  of 
this  County,  in  case  they  should  be  called  into  actual  ser- 
vice, and  unless  it  be  soon  engaged  for  this  purpose,  will 
be  worked  up  for  other  uses;  that  if  the  House  should 
be  of  opinion  such  kettles  are  necessary,  the  petitioners  will 
direct  the  same  to  be  made,  and  charged  to  the  Province  ; 
that  the  Petitioners  apprehend,  when  the  number  of  ftlilitia 
(near  four  thousand)  in  this  County  is  considered,  the  arms 
allotted  for  it  is  not  a  jiroper  pro[)ortion,  and  therefore  sub- 
mit to  the  judgment  of  the  House  whether  the  number  of 
aims  ought  not  lo  be  increased  ;  that  the  Conimiltee  of  the 
itaid  Ccjunly  some  time  ago  purchased  a  (juanlity  of  anmm- 


873 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSEMBLY,  SEPTEMBER,  1775. 


874 


nilion  for  publick  use,  (a  bill  for  which  is  herewith  sent,) 
and  the  said  Committee  advanced  the  money  for  the  same  ; 
that  the  said  ammunition  is  now  lodged  in  Yorktomi,  to 
be  made  use  of  on  any  emergency,  for  the  security  and 
defence  of  tiiis  Province  ;  that  the  Petitioners  humbly  con- 
ceive the  said  ammunition  should  be  \fA\d  for  by  the  Pro- 
vince, in  order  to  take  the  burden  from  individuals,  and 
therefore  further  pray  the  House  to  order  their  Treasurer 
to  pay  the  amount  of  the  said  ammunition  to  the  said 
Michael  Swoope. 

Ordereil  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hillegas,  IMr.  Pearson,  and  Mr. 
Ross,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
striking  the  sum  of  Twenty-Two  Thousand  Pounds  in 
Bills  of  Credit,  for  the  support  of  the  Government  of  this 
Province,  and  payment  of  the  Publick  Debts. 


Tliursday,  Septnmlwr  21,  1775. 

The  ^Members  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governour  with 
the  Message  of  last  night  reported  they  had  delivered 
the  same  according  to  order;  and  that  his  Honour  was 
pleased  to  say  he  had  no  business  to  lay  before  the  House 
at  present. 

Upon  motion,  the  Remonstrance  from  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  was  again  read,  and 
after  some  debate  thereon, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  the  said  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  by  the 
Provincial  Treasurer,  for  the  relief  and  support  of  such 
aued,  sick,  and  infirm  neutrals  as  remain  in  and  about  the 
City,  and  cannot  provide  for  themselves. 

And  a  Certificate  for  the  said  sum,  being  made  out  ac- 
cordingly, was  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  striking  the  sum  of  Twenty-Two  Thousand  Pounds, 
in  Bills  of  Credit,  reported  an  essay  for  that  purpose,  in- 
tituled "  An  Act  for  the  support  of  the  Government  of 
this  Province,  and  payment  of  the  Publick  Debts,"  which 
being  read  the  fu>t  time,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
for  a  second  readinir. 


A  Petition  from  the  Board  of  Commissioners  and  Asses- 
sors of  the  County  ol'  Chester  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read,  setting  forth,  that  by  virtue  of  a  resolve  of  the 
iionourable  House  of  Assembly,  enjoining  the  Commis- 
sioners and  Assessors  of  each  County  in  this  Province  to 
provide  a  number  of  Arms,  Sic,  for  the  uses  and  purposes 
in  the  said  resolve  mentioned,  the  Board  have  contacted 
with  workmen,  and  advanced  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
which  they  borrowed  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  Coun- 
ty, amounting  to  Sixteen  Hundred  Pounds;  and  as  that 
sum  is  not  sudicient  to  complete  the  whole,  they  recpiest 
the  House  to  lend  them  the  farther  sum  of  Eight  Hundred 
and  Fifty  Pounds,  on  the  credit  of  the  Board,  to  be  repaid 
in  Arms  by  them  to  be  provided,  in  pursuance  of  the 
aforesaid  resolve,  for  the  use  of  said  County. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  on  Friday  last  presented  to 
the  chair  a  report,  in  writing,  on  the  business  committed  to 
them,  which  was  read  by  order,  and  follows  in  these  words, 
viz: 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  collect  fiom  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  successive  Assemblies  of  this  Province,  since 
the  year  17G3,  all  the  Petitions  and  Remonstrances  pre- 
sented by  the  said  Assemblies  to  the  Crown  and  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  for  redress  of  grievances,  in  obe- 
dience to  yom-  order,  report,  that  they  find  upon  the  Jour- 
nals of  Janunnj  the  14th,  1766,  a  Petition  to  the  House 
of  Commons  concerning  Paper  Currency  ;  June  the  6tli, 
in  the  same  year,  an  Address  of  Thanks  to  the  King, 
upon  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act;  September  the  '2'2d, 
1763,  Petitions  to  the  King  and  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, upon  the  Paper,  Tea  and  Glass  Act;  a\)i\  March  the 
5lh,  1771,  another  Petition  to  the  King  upon  the  same 
subject.  Bknj.  Bartholomew,  John  Dickinson, 
John  Jacous,  \Villum  Rodman, 

Isaac  Peahson,  John  Bkuwn. 

S-pliMiibor  2'n,  1775. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  foregoing  R''|init. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Clcik  do  immcdJalely  make  out  fair 
copies  of  the  several  Petitions  and  the  .iddiess  therein 
referred  to. 


Frid.iy,  September  2'i,  1775. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Bill  inti- 
tuled "  An  Act  for  the  support  of  the  Government  of  this 
Province,  and  payment  of  the  Publick  Debts,"  whicli  being 
read  the  second  time,  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was 
ordered  to  be  transcribed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Speaker  having  reported  to  the  House  that  Mr. 
Humphreys  and  himself,  pursuant  to  the  Resolution  of  the 
Assembly  on  the  30th  o(  June  last,  had  taken  a  Bond,  with 
two  suflicicnt  securities,  from  Michael  Hillegas,  Esquire, 
Treasurer  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  it  is  hereby  directed 
that  the  said  Bond  be  proved  and  recorded  in  the  Rolls 
Office,  and  remain  for  safe  keeping  in  the  bauds  of  the 
Speaker. 

Upon  motion, 0/-t/crc(/,  That  Mr.  Dickinson,  IMr.  Brown, 
INlr.  Rodman,  Mr.  Bartholomew,  Mr.  John  Jacobs,  Mr. 
Pearson,  and  Mr.  IVayne,  be  a  Committee  to  collect  from 
the  Journals  of  the  successive  Assemblies  of  this  Province, 
since  the  year  1763,  all  the  Petitions  and  Remonstrances 
presented  by  the  said  Assemblies  to  the  Crown  and  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  for  redress  of  .-Jwt7/f((;i  i/rievances. 


Tuesday,  !<epteiiilipr  yd,  1775. 

The  Bill  intituled  "  An  Act  for  the  support  of  the 
Government  of  this  Province,  and  payment  of  the  Pub- 
lick Debts,"  being  transcribed  accordmg  to  order,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  compared  at  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Bill  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  JNIr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Chapmnu  wait  on 
the  Governour  therewith,  for  his  assent  to  the  same. 

The  Members  return,  and  report  they  had  waited  on  the 
Governour,  and  delivered  the  said  Bill,  according  to  order; 
and  that  his  Honour  was  pleased  to  say,  he  would  take  the 
same  into  immediate  consideration,  and  give  it  all  the  des- 
patch in  his  power. 

The  House  adjomned  to  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  [lursuant  to  adjournment. 


Weduesd.iy,  S'-ptcmbiT  '21,  1775. 

The  Governour,  by  Mr.  Secretary,  sent  down  a  verbal 
Message,  requiring  a  list  of  the  Orders  and  Certificates  made 
payable  out  of  the  Supply  Bill  now  under  his  consideration. 

The  Committee  for  Incidental  Ex])enses  reported  a  list 
of  the  Salaries  and  Accounts  for  the  services  of  tlie  past 
year,  which  being  examined,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  made  out  by  the 
Cleik  ;  and  the  same  being  done  at  the  table  accordingly, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  IVayne  and  Mr.  Montgomery  wait 
on  the  Governour,  and  deliver  the  said  copy  for  his  consi- 
deration and  concurrence. 

A  iMemorial  from  the  Officers  of  the  three  first  Batta- 
lions of  the  Military  Association  within  the  City  and  Li- 
berties of  P/»7a(/(.YpA/«  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
read,  setting  forth,  that  when  the  unhappy  emergency  of 
publick  affairs  required  the  said  Association  should  be 
formed,  the  Memorialists  found  it  indispensably  necessary 
for  carrying  on  the  same,  to  advance  money  fiom  time  to 
time,  to  provide  Drums,  Colours,  and  other  necessaries,  and 
to  emply  Adjutants,  Fuglemen,  Sergeants,  Drummers,  and 
Filers,  on  account  of  tlie  Association  ;  that  these  efforts  of 
the  Memorialists  have  been  attended  with  very  consider- 
able effects,  whicli  may  be  of  great  service  in  support  of 
the  common  cause  of  America,  there  being  three  Batta- 
lions within  the  City  and  Liberties,  regularly  formed,  and 
well  disciplined  for  the  lime  they  have  been  established: 
that  as  the  Memorialists  were  induced  lo  incur  the  expenses 
abovementioned  by  no  other  motive  than  a  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  publick  security  and  welfare,  and  as  the  honour- 
able House  has  ajiproved  their  proceedings,  they  rely  with 
a  respectful  confidence  in  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  re- 
presentative body,  that  they  will  not  allow  a  few  indivi- 
duals to  remain  any  longer  burdened  with  the  charge  of 
measures  that  were  designed  for  and  really  tend  to  the 
benefit  of  the  whole  community  :  That  the  Memorialists 
therefore  pray  the  honourable  House  will  make  such  pro- 
vision in  the  premises  as  in  their  wisdom  shall  ^eem  pro;ii_i-  : 


875 


PENNSYLVAMA  ASSEMBLY,  SEPTEMBER,  Ulo. 


87  6 


and  beg  Inavc  to  present  an  exart  account  of  their  expenses  ; 
lliat  the  Meiiiorialisis  think  il  their  duly  to  observe,  that  in 
order  to  keep  up  and  ;,'ive  effect  to  the  Association,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  retain  in  i)ay  tiie  persons  that  are  required 
in  training  the  Battahons,  an  estimate  of  tlie  expense 
whereof"  in  future  is  herewitii  dehvered  ;  that  tlie  Memo- 
rialists cannot  omit  to  mention  to  the  House,  tiiat  in  pur- 
suance of  a  recommendation  fiom  tl)e  Committee  for  the 
City  and  Liberties  aforesaid,  sundry  sums  of  money  were 
collected  from  a  number  of  persons,  who  generously  ad- 
vanced the  same  louurds  the  exjiense  of  the  Association, 
until  some  publick  and  general  mode  of  raising  money 
shoidd  be  fallen  u|)on  to  discharge  the  debts  the  officers 
had  already  contracted  ;  that  the  amount  of  the  said  col- 
lections is  very  inadequate  to  the  purpose  intended,  as  will 
appear  by  the  account  thereof  annexed,  and  assurances 
were  given  to  the  subscribers  that  the  said  sums  should  be 
repaitl  as  soon  as  suflicient  publick  moneys  were  raised  by 
tax  or  otherwise. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Officers  of  the  Military  Asso- 
ciation for  the  City  and  Liberties  of  P/iiladcIjjhia  was 
l)resentcd  to  the  House,  and  read,  setting  forth,  that  the  Me- 
morialists, with  great  concern,  perceive  that  fatal  mischiels 
will  arise  to  the  Association  from  the  lenity  shown  towards 
jiersons  professing  to  be  conscientiously  scrupulous  against 
bearing  arms;  that  people  sincerely  and  religiously  scru- 
pulous aie  but  few  in  comparison  to  those  who  upon  this 
occasion,  as  well  as  others,  make  conscience  a  convenience  ; 
that  a  very  considerable  sliare  of  the  projierty  of  this 
Province  is  in  the  hands  of  people  professing  lo  be  of  ten- 
der conscience  in  military  matters ;  that  llie  Associators 
think  it  extremely  bard  that  they  should  risk  their  lives 
and  injure  their  fortunes  in  the  defence  of  those  who  will 
not  be  of  the  least  assistance  to  this  great  struggle  ;  that 
the  INIemoriaJists  therefore  humbly  conceive  that  some  de- 
cisive plan  should  be  fallen  u|)on  to  oblige  every  inhabitant 
of  the  Province,  either  with  his  person  or  property,  to  con- 
tribute towards  the  general  cause,  and  that  it  should  not  be 
left,  as  at  present,  to  the  inclinations  of  those  professing 
tender  conscience,  but  that  the  proportion  they  shall  con- 
tribute may  be  certainly  fixed  and  determined  ;  that  in 
order  to  give  strength  and  permanency  to  the  Association, 
the  Memorialists  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  that  some 
general  regulations  should  be  formed,  to  be  ofleied  to  the 
Associators  for  their  government;  that  under  this  idea  the 
Memorialists  concurred  with  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittees for  the  City,  Libe^rties,  and  County,  and  the  Olli- 
cers  of  the  County  Battalions,  in  requesting  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  who  appeared  to  be  vested  with  extensive  ]50wers 
in  the  recess  of  the  Assembly,  to  form  rules  and  regula- 
tions adequate  to  the  occasion ;  that  those  rules  being 
formed,  and  recommended  by  the  ('onimittce  of  Safety, 
and  by  the  Memorialists  offered  lo  the  Associators,  the)- 
refused  to  sign  or  agree  to  them,  for  the  reasons  contained 
ill  the  paper  herewith  presented  to  the  honourable  House, 
in  pursuance  of  their  request;  that  the  House  will  i)ercei\e 
the  reason  which  |)ervades  almost  the  whole  of  their  objec- 
tions is,  the  partiality  and  inequality  of  the  Association, 
which  being  once  obviated,  the  Memorialists  respectfully 
ofl'er  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  Associators  will  cheerfully 
put  up  with  many  inconveniences,  and  that  all  jealousies 
and  suspicions  about  forms  will  ci;ase  ;  that  the  ]\Iemorial- 
ists  therefore  jiray  the  honourable  House  will  take  the 
premises  into  their  consideration,  and  fall  ujion  some  eflec- 
tual  plan  to  remedy  the  incorneniences  attendant  on  their 
present  situation,  and  to  preserve  logelher  and  properly 
direct  the  Associators,  who  expn<s  every  "i-li  lo  defiiid 
tlirir  Country  in  this  season  of  (lillicully  and  daii^rr. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabh-. 


The  IMinnbers  apiioinled  to  wait  on  the  (iovernour  with 
a  list  of  the  Orders  and  C(M-tificates  of  llie  House,  to  be 
jiaid  by  the  Supply  Bill  now  before  him,  reported  they 
had  delivered  the  same  according  to  order. 

The  Governour,  by  l\Ir.  Secretary,  lairl  belbre  the  House 
several  lettcis  from  TVilliam  Maclatj,  Es  piire,  T/>omaiid 
Ball,  and  othcr<,  dated  at  Siiidnir;/,  ^nrl/,,lm/'rr/and  L\mn- 
ty,  the  '<!2d  and  '-itiili  insiani,  ac(iuainting  his  Honour  "  that 


a  party  of  the  Connecticut  intruders,  supposed  to  be  a  de- 
tacliment  from  Colonel  Butler's  Regiment,  consisting,  as 
it  is  at  present  conjectured,  of  nearly  three  hundred  men, 
arrived  last  Saturday  night  at  Freeland's  Mill,  on  the 
ll'arriours  Run,  about  thirteen  miles  distant  from  the  said 
Town,  and  that  they  immediately  began  to  intrench  them- 
selves; from  which  circumstance,  and  that  they  brought 
neither  women  nor  children,  but  instead  of  them  fortifying 
and  intrenching  tools,  and  are  accompanied  by  some  of  tlie 
sellers  of  lands  in  this  County,  under  Connecticut  riglils,  it 
is  presumed  their  visit  cannot  be  amicable.'' 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  with  an  esti- 
mate of  Moneys  already  expended,  and  to  be  exjiended, 
for  the  defence  of  this  Province,  w-ere  laid  before  the 
House. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  two  Me- 
morials presented  on  the  27th  instant,  from  the  Oflicer.s  of 
the  Military  Association  for  the  City  and  Liberties  of 
riiiladelphia  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  referred 
the  same  to  the  consideration  of  the  succeeding  As-^embly. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Paper  adilressed  lo  the  said  OfTicers, 
from  ihe  General  Committee  of  Associators,  and  preseiiled 
lo  the  House  with  the  last  of  the  said  .Memoiials,  do  lie  on 
the  table. 


The  House  taking  into  consideration  the  several  Letters 
sent  down  yesterday  by  the  Governour,  acquainting  him 
with  the  intrusion  of  a  number  of  People  into  this  Province, 
under  a  pretended  claim  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  to 
the  great  annoyance  of  the  good  people  of  this  Province, 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  for  this  Province  be  spe- 
cially directed  to  lay  the  same  before  the  Congress,  with 
the  mischievous  tendency  the  pursuing  such  measures  will 
have,  and  procure  the  aid  of  that  Assembly  to  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  good  people  of  this  Province,  and  prevent 
farther  intrusion  or  extension  of  setllemenls  under  the  said 
claim,  until  the  matter  shall  be  determined  by  the  King 
and  Council,  lo  whom  both  sides  have  submitted  the  dispute. 

The  Governour,  by  l\fr.  Secrelary,  returned  the  Bill 
intituled  "  An  Act  for  the  support  of  the  Government  of 
this  Province,  and  payment  of  the  Publick  Debts;"  and 
acquainted  the  House  thai  he  should  be  ready  to  pass  the 
same  whenever  presented  to  him  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cray  and  Mr.  Parker  wait  on  tiie 
Governour,  and  request  to  know  at  what  hour  to-day  the 
House  shall  attend  his  Honour,  to  enact  the  said  Bill  into 
a  law. 

The  House  then  taking  into  consiileialion  the  Go\ern- 
our's  support, 

Resolved,  That  the  additional  sum  of  Five  Hundred 
Pounds  be  alloucd  and  .i^iv.'u  to  ihe  Uuu.  John  Venn. 
Esquire,  Governour  and  Ccuumander-in-Cliicf  of  this  Pro- 
vince, for  his  support  for  the  past  year. 

And  a  Certificate  for  the  said  sum  being  made  out  ac- 
cordingly, was  signed  by  the  Speaker,  to  be  presented  lo 
his  Honour  when  the  House  shall  wait  on  him  with  ihe 
Bill  to  be  passed. 

The  Members  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governour,  re- 
ported lliat  his  Honour  was  pleaseil  lo  say  he  would  be  in 
the  Council  Chamiier  immediately,  to  pass  the  Bill  that 
has  been  agreed  upon. 

Ordered,  That  xMr.  ^'n/,/ nmi  Mr.  I'arhcr  do  see  llic 
great  seal  allixed  to  ihe  said  Bill,  afK'r  llie  same  shall  be 
passed  into  a  law,  and  ileiiosite  the  said  law  in  the  Rolls 
Oliice. 

.i   M^so'sr  Inj  Mr.  Secretary. 

"Sin:  Th.'  Gnvemnur  is  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and 
requires  the  aiieiKlaiice  of  the  House,  to  enact  into  a  law 
ihe  Bill  to  which  he  has  given  his  assent." 

Then  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  whole  House,  wailed  on 
the  Governour  ;  and  being  returned  from  the  Council 
Chamber,  the  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  reported 
they  had  wailed  on  the  Governour,  and  presented  a  Bill 
inliluled  "  An  Act  for  the  support  of  the  Government  of 
ihi^  Province,  and  the  payment  of  the  Publick  Debts,"  to 
which  his  Honour  had  been  pleased  to  give  his  assent,  by 
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enacting  the  same  into  a  law.  The  Speaker  also  reported 
that  he  had  presented  to  liis  Honour  the  certificate  of  the 
House  for  tlie  sum  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds;  for  which 
he  was  pleased  to  say  he  was  obhged  to  the  House. 

The  Members  appointed  to  see  the  great  seal  affixed  to 
the  law  just  passed,  and  to  deposite  the  same  in  the  Rolls 
Office,  reported  they  had  performed  tiiat  service  according 
to  order. 

The  House  then  taking  into  consideration  the  service  of 
the  Deputies  for  this  Province  in  Congress: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  said  Deputies  be  allowed  each  the 
sum  of  twenty  Shillings  per  diem  for  their  attendance  on 
that  service. 
And  a  Certificate  to  Ben/.  Frniilliii,  Esff.,  for  £01    15  0 

To  Thomas  mWns;,  Esq.,  for -   -    7  1    13   0 

To  John  Morton,  Esq.,  for 59   1 5  0 


To  Charles  IL 


uinj)!i 


Esq.,  11, 


To  George  Ross,  Esq.,  fc 


And  lo  James  IVilson,  Esq.,  for £.30   15  0 

Being  made  out  at  the  table  by  order  of  the  House,  the 
same  were  signed  by  the  Speaker,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
said  gentlemen,  respectively. 

The  Clerk  ))roduced  at  the  table,  pursuant  to  the  order 
of  the  House,  sundry  copies  of  Petitions  to  the  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons,  and  of  an  Address  to  His  Majesty, 
presented  by  the  different  Houses  of  Assembly  of  this 
Province,  since  the  year  17G3,  dated  respectively  as  fol- 
lows, viz:  A  Petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  Januarif 
14,  17t)(j;  an  Address  of  Thanks  to  the  King,  June  <6, 
17G(i;  a  Petition  to  the  King,  September  22,  17G8 ; 
another  to  the  House  of  Lords,  of  the  same  date  ;  another 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  same  date  ;  and  another 
to  His  Majesty,  March  5,  1771;  which  several  copies 
were  committed  to  the  care  uf  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq., 
to  be  sent  to  Em^Jnnd  by  the  first  ojiportunily. 

The  House  then  rose. 


NEw.YoUK  com:\i[tt[:ic  of  s.vff.ty. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  fir  the  Colony 
of  I^ew-Yorlc,  durini;  the  recess  of  the   Provincial  Con- 
gress, September  4,  P.  M.,  1775,   Present  : 
For  New- York,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Ihelmnn. 

Mr.  Van  Zumlt,  Mr.  Sears,  Mv.  Brasher,  Mr.  Itichard 

Yates. 
For  Albany,  Mr.  Robert  Yalrs. 
For  Dutchess,  Mr.  Liringston,  Colonel  Hoffman. 
For  King's,  Mr.  JViUimns,  Mr.  Rcmscn. 
For  Cumberland,  Major  IViUiams. 
For  Westchester,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Tryon,  Mr.  Senrs. 
For  Or.\.nge,  Mr.  IJaring. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Brasher. 
For  Ulster,  Mr.  Roosevelt. 

The  Committee  unanimously  chose  John  Ilaring,  ]Zsi[., 
Chairman. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Alba}ii/,  of  the  '29th 
ultimo,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit  : 

"  Albany  Committeo  Chamber,  Augu.st  29,  l77o. 

"  Gentlemen  :  We  expected,  when  the  Army  was  once 
organized,  we  should  not  be  so  frequently  called  upon  about 
matters  not  in  our  province.  But  the  situation  of  Colonel 
Cortlandt,  and  the  men  under  his  command,  in  a  great 
mea'^ure  obliges  us  to  give  him  all  the  assistance  in  our 
power ;  not,  however,  that  it  is  to  be  made  a  precedent  of. 
The  enclosed  letter  from  Colonel  Cortlandt  will  show 
you  the  posture  he  is  in,  and  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  re- 
i  ef.  We  fear  we  shall  be  able  to  afford  him  hut  little 
assistance.  The  hospital  and  barracks  are  filled  with  In- 
dians attending  the  Congress  ;  the  barns  about  the  Town 
loaded  with  the  crops  of  the  season,  and  the  City  crowded 
continually  with  a  numerous  concourse  of  people.  The 
former  and  frequent  applications  for  ammunition  has  drain- 
ed us,  in  short,  of  almost  every  thing  of  that  sort. 

"  We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servants. 
"  By  order  of  the  Conunittee  : 

"  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Chairman. 
"  Peter  T'.  B.  Livingston,  President  of  the  Congress." 

A  Letter  from  Philip  Cortlandt,  Lieuleuant-Colonel  of 
the  Fourth  Regiment,  dated  at  Albany,  August  28,  1775, 
was  reail  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

'•Albany,  August  28,  1775. 

"  Dr.AR  Sir:  .\greeable  to  verbal  orders  received  from 
Colonel  Holmes,  when  last  in  New- York,  made  all  the 
despatch  in  my  power  to  this  place,  where  I  arrived  the 
26tli  instant,  finding  Captain  Henry  B.  Livingston,  with 
jiis  Company,  in  a  small  house  in  Town.  He  wants  many 
things,  such  as  shoes,  stockings,  shirts,  underclothes,  hav- 
ersacks, and  cash,  having  advanced  all  himself  that  has 
been  paid  his  men  as  yet.  The  day  I  arrived,  came  up 
the  following  Captains,  with  their  Companies :  Captain 
Herriek,  Captain  Pedmcr,  Captain  Horton,  and  Captain 
Mills,  all  without  blankets,  excepting  Captain  David  Pal- 
mer;  many  of  the  men  wanting  shirts,  shoes,  stockings, 
underclothes,  and,  in  short,  without  any  thing  fit  for  a 
soldier,  except  a  uniform  coat :  and   not  more  than   thirty 


gun^,  with  lour  Companies,  lit  for  service.  They  are  now 
on  ijoard  of  the  small  boats  that  l)rouglii  them  lip,  having 
no  place  fur  them  to  go  into,  as  there  is  not  one  tent  that 
1  can  find  for  our  Battalion,  and  three  Companies  without 
blankets,  and  none  to  be  had  at  this  place,  i  do  not  know 
how  to  act  or  what  to  do  with  them  ;  they  begin  to  ask  for 
cash  and  better  lodgings,  being  much  crowded  in  the  small 
boats  in  which  I  am  obliged  to  keep  them.  I  this  morn- 
ing made  application  to  the  ConmMee  o(  Albany,  who 
will  do  all  in  their  [lower  for  me,  which  I  believe  is  but 
very  little. 

"  I  shall  be  much  obliged  lo  the  honourable  Congress  to 
send  me,  with  all  convenient  speeil,  arms,  blard<els,  tents, 
shoes,  stockings,  haversacks,  and  cash,  by  all  means,  l 
want  to  be  going  forward,  where,  by  what  I  can  learn,  we 
shall  be  wanting,  if  we  can  go  soon,  or  not  at  all.  The 
men  say,  give  us  guns,  blankets,  tents,  £cc.,  and  we'll  fight 
the  devil  himself;  but  do  not  keep  us  here  in  market- 
boats,  as  though  we  were  a  parcel  of  shee|)  or  calves.  In 
shorl,  nothing  can  give  me  more  pleasure  than  the  arrival 
of  the  aforesaid  articles;  mitil  which,  I  shall  do  all  in  my 
power  to  keep  the  men  together,  and  in  as  good  order  as 
clubs  and  canes  can  keep  them,  without  arms  to  keep  a 
]iroper  guard,  as  I  have  orders  from  the  General  to  collect 
all  the  arms  together,  and  send  as  many  men  off  directly  to 
Ticnndcroga,  (and  that  without  tents,)  which  will  not  be 
a  full  Company,  uidess  I  can  purchase  some  arms  here. 

'•  I  n-main,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  liundjle  servant, 
"  Philip  C(H!TI,andt, 
"  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Fourth  Battalion. 

"  P.  S.  The  cash  I  received  I  was  obliged  to  pay  to  the 
mutinous  men  in  the  lower  barracks  ;  and  I  sent  by  Lieu- 
tenant Riker,  to  Captain  Woodard,  at  Aewtoivn,  Long- 
Island,  some  part  of  it." 

Ordered,  That  the  Coumiittec  of  the  City  of  New-  York 
be  requested  to  search,  or  cause  search  to  be  made  through 
the  City  of  A'^ew-Yor/i,-,  for  spare  Arms,  with  or  without 
Bayonets,  and  cause  them  to  be  purchased,  at  such  prices 
as  they  may  be  reasonably  obtained,  fur  the  use  of  the 
Troops  of  Ibis  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  .hunes  Ilallett  deliver  to  Mr.  Isaac 
Sears  sixteen  Wheelbarrows,  or  any  less  number  which  he 
has  ready  made  ;  and  that  Mr.  Ilallett  euqdoy  as  many 
persons  as  may  be  necessary,  and  with  all  possible  despatch 
replace  the  same  number  for  Mr.  Samuel  Franklin. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougeill  appoint  a  suflrcient 
Guaid,  out  of  any  of  the  Troops  of  this  Colony  now  in 
this  City,  to  attend  upon  and  guard  the  Sloop  with  the 
Pork  expected  to  arrive  this  evening  or  to-morrow  from 
Connecticut ;  and  that  the  said  Guard  be  in  such  readi- 
ness as  to  attend,  when  Mr.  Isaac  Sears  shall  give  him  in- 
formation that  the  Pork  is  arri\cd. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  give  such  orders  as 
that  the  Guard  at  the  L'pper  Barracks  be  ready  to  go  im- 
mediately to  the  Jail  to  guard  it,  and  to  seize  any  prison- 
ers that  may  be  directed  by  Mr.  Francis  Child,  at  any  time 
when  Mr.  Child,  or  any  person  by  him  sent,  shall  request 
the  assistance  of  that  Guard. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerard  Bancker  be  requested   to 
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put  in  proper  order  one  of  ilie  Rooms  in  tlie  Lpper  Bar- 
racks, for  tlie  reception  and  storin;;  of  suci.  Stores  as  are 
now  in  the  Barrack-Master's  Slore-Room  ni  the  Jail  ;  and 
tliat  Mr.  IJancker  render  an  account  of  tiie  expenses  to 
this  Committee,  for  payment. 

A  Letter  from  Egbert  Benson,  Chairman  of  tiie  Com- 
mittee o(  Diilc/iess  'County,  informing  tiiat  Messrs.  Lester, 
Uous:lity,  and  Berghs,  are  said  to  liave  enlisted  men,  and 
iiurchased  supplies' for  the  enemy,  was  read  and  filed. 

Onlereil,  Tiiat  Colonel  Lasher  detach  a  sufficient  party 
of  the  .Mililia  under  his  command,  to  apprehend  Morilecai 
Lester,  o{  Dutchess  Coumy,  \\[)LH<i\ee  he  maybe  found, 
and  keep  him  in  safe  custody,  to  answer  before  this  Com- 
mittee lor  certain  misdemeanors  aj^ainst  the  liberties  of 
America,  chari;ed  against  him  ;  and  for  so  doing  this  shall 
be  a  sufficient  warrant. 

Mr.  Richard  Yates,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  and  Mr.  T'an  Zamll, 
dissent. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  de- 
livered to  Colonel  Lasher. 

Committee  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to  morrow  morn- 


Di,:  iM.irtis,  :i  lio.  A.  M.,  Srptcnili.T  .'i,  17T:>. 

The  Committee  met  i)ursuunt  to  adjournment.    Present : 

John  Hari/ig,  Esquire,  Chairman,  and  Commissioner  for 
Orange  County. 
For  New-Youk,  James  Bcekman,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Isaac 

Sears,  Mr.  Brasher,  Joseph  Hallett,  Col.  McDougall. 
For  Albany,  Robert  Yates,  Escjuire. 
For  Dutchess,  Gillicrt  Livingston,  Melancton  Smith. 
For  Westchesteb,  IVilliam  Faulding. 
For  Ulster,  Isaac  Roosevelt. 
For  King's,  Jeremiah  Remsen. 
For  Tryon,  Isaac  Sears. 
For  Cumberland,  IVilliam  Jl'illiains. 
For  Suffolk,  Abraham  Brasher. 

Doctor  Treat  and  Doctor  Thomas  .Jones  sent  in  an  In- 
ventory of  the  Medicines  and  Hospital  Stoies  now  in  a 
room  at  the  Barracks,  with  the  prices  annexed  to  the  same  ; 
which  is  now  filed. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Manor  o(  Fordham 
and  West  Farms,  setting  forth  the  inconvenience  of  their 
being  joined  in  one  Cojupany  with  those  of  the  Borough 
of  flestchestcr ;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  formed  into 
one  Company. 

Ordered,  That  a  Letter,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  said 
Petition,  be  sent  to  the  Committee  oi"  IVcstchester. 

Thereupon,  a  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Commltlce  of 
IVestchrster  County  was  read  and  appioved  of.  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

In  CoinmiU.c  cl'  Sar,'ly,  .Vl-.,  S  i.i.-iiiI.lt  .'.,  177.".. 

Gentlemen  :  We  enclose  you  a  cojjy  of  a  |)etiiion  fiom 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Manor  of  Fordham  and  IVest  Farms. 
If  the  facts  therein  set  forth  are  true,  \\e  think  it  reason- 
able they  should  be  formed  into  a  separate  Company,  and 
choose  their  officers.  However,  by  the  resolutions  of  our 
Congress,  the  division  of  the  County  into  Beats  or  Dis- 
tricts is  referred  to  you.  But  we  must  observe  to  you  that 
each  Company  is  ordinarily  to  consist  of  about  eighty-three 
men,  oQicers  included  ;  and  by  their  rejjresentalion  it  ap- 
pears that  there  is  a  sufllcienl  numbiT  to  form  a  Company, 
and  the  Beat  or  District  to  which  yon  have  assigned  them 
as  part,  far  exceeds  that  nimdier.  We  thercfure  recom- 
mend to  you  an  inijuiiy  into  this  matter.  We  arc,  Sec. 
To  Gilbert   Drake,  Rm|.,  Chaiinian  of  the  Connnitlee   of 

Westchester  Count)  . 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  iJKjrcof  be  engrossed.  -.wA  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

Dr.  McCleun,  of  the  City,  attendiirg  at  the  door,  request- 
ed the  sense  of  this  Connnittee,  whether  he  be  at  lilierty  to 
supply  the  Ship  Asia  with  Uiugs  and  Medicines,  as  he 
has  heretofore  done. 

Agreed,  That  Dr.  MrChnn  be  at  liberly  to  supply  the 
said  Ship  with  Drugs  and  Medicines,  in  the  same  manner 
and  under  the  like  restrictions  that  Mr.  Lotl  is  directed  to 
observe  in  supplying  the  said  Ship  with  Beer  and  Water. 

The  Connnittee  having  ordered  some  of  the  jiersons  now 
in    custody,   and    who    were    taken   on   board  of  the  Sloop 


commanded  by  one  Dop,  seized  by  order  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  last  Sunday,  by  Colonel  Lasher,  proceeded 
to  the  examination  of  Daniel  Rivers,  one  of  them.  Ilenrij 
Acker,  Jun.,  next  examined;  Abraham  Frcligh,  next  ex- 
amined ;  Timothy  Doughty,  next  examined. 

A  Letter  from  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.,  inform- 
inir  the  Committee  that  lie  had  deposited  the  Records  of 
his  office  in  a  dry  arched  cellar,  in  boxes;  that  he  had 
intended,  if  this  City  should  be  invaded,  to  remove  them 
to  his  brother's,  at  the  Yonkers,  in  Westchester  County. 

Agreed,  That  the  disposition  Mr.  Cortlandt  has  made 
of  llie  Records  of  his  office  is  satisfactory  to  this  Commit- 
tee, for  the  present,  and  that  he  be  informed  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  of  application  from  William 
McAdnm,  for  a  permit  for  the  Sloop  Jean  to  proceed  to 
sea,  and  the  inventory  of  her  lading  sent  into  Congress, 
and  the  short  notes  of  examination  of  David  Morris,  the 
Pilot,  be  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  the  City  of  ^Veu'- 
York,  as  a  matter  within  their  particular  province,  to  which 
they  are  competent;  and  that  the  said  Committee  be  in- 
formed that  David  Morris,  a  Pilot,  is  a  material  witness  to 
be  examined  with  respect  to  the  Sloop  ^tfin. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  notes  of  examination  of  Alci- 
ander  Bell,  and  the  bill  for  fifty  Pounds,  found  on  him,  be 
also  delivered  to  the  said  Committee  of  the  City  o(  Xew- 
York.  _ 

Die  Mercurii,  9  ho,  A.  M.,  ScptoinljLT  ti,  177;'.. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present: 

John  Haring,   Esq.,  Chairman,  and  Commissioner  for 
Orange  County. 
For   I\'ew-Youk,  James  Bcekman,  Joseph  Ilallett,   and 

John  Morin  Scott. 
For  Albany,  Robert  Yates. 

For  DiTCHESs,  Gilbert  Livingston  and  Colonel  Hoffman. 
For  Queen's,  Jonathan  Lawrence. 
For  Kind's,  Jeremiah  Remsen,  John  T'andcrbilt. ami  Henry 

Williams. 
For  Westchester,  William  Faulding. 
For  Cumberland,  Major  John  Williams. 
For  TiiYON,  Isaac  Sears. 
For  Ulster,  Isaac  Roosevelt. 
For  Suffolk,  Abraham  Brasher. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Grenell  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  ap|iointed  a  Commissioner,  in  addition  to  the  num- 
ber heretofore  appointed,  to  superintend  the  erecting  and 
finishiu"  the  Fortilications  on  Hudson's  River,  in  the 
Highlands. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  IJrugh  Livingston,  Esq.. 
jiav  to  Mr.  William  Bedloic,  one  of  the  Commissioners  for 
erecting  Fortifications  on  the  banks  of  Hudson's  River,  in 
the  Highlands,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  I'ounds,  on 
account,  to  be  expended  in  preparing  necessaries  and  in 
erecting  the  said  Fortifications. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Tryon  County,  of  the 
2Gth  ult.,  was  read  and  filed.  They  therein  enclose  a  copy 
of  sundry  Resolutions  of  their  Committee  ;  as,  also,  a  list  of 
Officers  of  the  Militia  by  them  elected. 

The  Rcs(dutions  enclosed  in  the  Letter  fiom  the  Com- 
mittee of  Tryon  County  are  as  follows: 

"III  Tryon  County  C'omniiltcc  Clianiljor,  .\iig!i,st  HC,,  177.'.. 

"Resolved  and  Agreed,  unanimously.  That  the  following 
new  cliosen  Members,  by  the  freeliolders  and  inhabitants  of 
Palatine  District,  adjoining  the  old  Committee,  agreeable 
to  a  late  advertisement,  dated  the  ISili  instant,  shall  be 
admitted  and  sworn  by  the  oath  formerly  prescribed  by  tlie 
(ienoral  Committee,  viz:  John  Eisenlord,  Christian  Xelhs, 
l\  illiam  For,  Jr.,  John  .lames  Clock,  sworn  this  day. 

"Resolved,  Tliat  if  any  disputes,  trespasses,  or  other  mis- 
demeanors, in  civil  nnuicrs,  should  arise  among  ncighbouis, 
freeholders,  inhabitants  and  residents  within  our  Coimly, 
the  '^anie  shall  be  determined  and  decided  by  three  Mcm- 
biTs  of  tlie  ( 'oiiiinittee  of  such  District  where  the  ease  shall 
exist,  lilt  if  the  Members  are  too  distant,  then  by  one  of  the 
Cnjiuuiittee,  and  a  jmy  of  six  freeholdeis,  chosen  by  the 
jiarties  themselves,  or,  if  the  parties  cannot  agree,  chosen 
hv  said  Member  of  the  Committee,  within  such  District, 
where  the  disputes  and  disorders  arose — the  case  not  ex- 
ceeding li\e  Pounds.  A'tic-  York  cuiTency. 
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"Resolved,  That  tlie  damages  and  forfeitures,  as  well  as 
the  costs  of  suit  by  such  trials,  shall  be  recovered  by  dis- 
training goods  and  chattels,  in  manner  as  provided  in  the 
acts  of  Assembly;  but  in  want  of  goods  and  chattels,  the 
transgressor  shall  be  brought  before  the  Committee  of  his 
District,  where  and  by  whom  he  shall  be  sentenced. 
"A  true  copy:     John  Eisenloru,  Committee  Clerk." 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Tnjon  Coun- 
ty was  read  and  approved  of,  in  the  words  following,  viz : 


Genti>emen  :  AVe  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26[li 
ult.,  together  with  the  enclosed  resolves,  and  list  of  the 
officers  of  the  Militia  in  your  County,  agreeable  to  which 
we  shall  expedite  commissions  for  those  officers.  By  the 
directions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  two  Majors  and  a 
Quartermaster  are  to  be  appointed  to  each  Regiment  or 
Battalion.  As  you  have  only  recommended  one  to  each 
of  your  Battalions,  and  no  Quartermaster,  you  will  there- 
fore with  all  convenient  speed  recommend  to  us  four  addi- 
tional Majors  and  Quartermasters. 

The  Congress  of  this  Colony  have  hitherto  avoided 
interfering  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  civil  matters, 
or  arresting  the  cognizance  from  the  officers  of  justice  ;  we 
cannot,  therefore,  approve  of  the  resolve  by  you  entered  into 
respecting  the  trial  of  civil  causes  in  your  County,  and 
find  it  highly  expedient  to  recommend  to  you  its  repeal. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
To  Nicholas  Iltrckheimer,C\a\nwA\\,  and  tlic  Committee  of 

Tnjon  County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman  of 
the  General  Conmiittee  of  the  City  and  County  o[  JSew- 
York  be  requested  to  cause  an  account  of  all  the  Moneys 
borrowed  by  them  for  the  use  of  this  Colony  to  be  laid 
before  this  Committee,  together  with  an  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  several  sums  have  been  disposed  of. 

The  Conmiittee  iiaving  ordered  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cer at  the  Barracks  to  cause  the  following  persons,  viz  : 
Daniel  Bivers,  Abraham  Freligh,  Henry  Acker,  and 
Peter  Dop,  all  taken  on  board  the  Sloop  seized  last  Sun- 
day, by  Colonel  Laaher,  to  be  brought  before  tiiis  Com- 
mittee to  be  examined  ;  also,  James  Hicks  and  Thomas 
Carnes,  who  were  taken  by  the  City  Guard  last  night,  as 
they  were  landing  from  on  board  the  Packet.  Peter  Dop, 
a  lad  of  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  examined  ;  Henry 
Acker,  Abraham  Freligh,  and  Daniel  Rivers,  were  duly 
sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  by  Alderman  Blagge,  who 
came  into  the  Committee  for  that  purpose  ;  and  their  ex- 
aminations being  taken  in  writing,  they  were  discharged  ; 
and  thereupon  an  order  w'as  made  to  Captain  Beanman, 
requesting  him  to  deliver  one  chest  and  one  bed,  belonging 
to  him,  which  were  taken  out  of  a  Sloop  on  last  Sunday. 

Ordered,  That  John  Conner,  now  a  prisoner  in  the 
Guard-Room  in  the  Upper  Barracks,  be  committed  to  the 
.Jail  set  apirt  for  tlie  Prisoners  of  this  Congress. 

The  Report  of  the  Officer  of  the  City  Guard,  who  took 
James  Hicks  and  Thomas  Carnes,  was  read  and  filed. 

James  Hicks  and  Thomas  Carnes,  after  they  were  ex- 
amined by  two  of  the  Members,  were  ordered  to  be  dis- 
charged. 

A  Letter  from  Samuel  J^an  J'echten,  dated  the  17th  ult., 
resigning  his  Warrant  as  a  Lieutenant,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cortlandt,  of  the 
31st  oi'  August,  was  read  and  filed.  He  therein  encloses 
Samuel  Van  Vechten's  Warrant,  returned,  and  requests 
some  person  may  be  appointed  in  his  stead. 

Die  M.  rcurii,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  Sfptembcr  li,  177.J. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present: 

John  Haring,   Esq.,  Chairman,  and   Commissioner  for 
Orange  County. 
For  INew-York,  Isaac  Scars,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  and  James 

Beekman. 
For  Dutchess,  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Ulsteh,  Isaac  Booscvelt. 
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For  Queen's,  Jonathan  Lawrence. 
For  liicHMOND,  Richard  Lawrence. 
For  Tryon,  Isaac  Sears. 
For  CuMBERLANij,  John  Williams. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  other 
of  the  Prisoners  taken  on  board  the  Sloop  last  Sunday,  by 
(.'olonel  Lasher. 

Martin  Simeon  and  Christian  Deel  were  respectively 
examined,  and  after  a  severe  reprimand  from  the  Chair,  and 
also  particular  advice  from  many  of  the  Members,  were 
respectively  discharged. 

A  Letter  from  Samuel  Bayard,  Esq.,  Deputy  Secretary 
of  this  Colony,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, viz: 

"  New-York.  Secivtiiry's  Office,  Soiiteiiiber  6,  1775. 

"Sin:  I  received  the  favour  of  your  letter  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  publick  records  under  my  care,  and  am,  with  you, 
duly  sensible  of  the  great  importance  of  them  to  the  Pro- 
vince, and  the  fatal  consequence  to  private  property  which 
would  arise  from  their  destruction. 

'■  How  far  any  such  event  may  be  probable  at  this  time  I 
cannot  form  any  judgment ;  and  you  must  be  sensible,  Sir, 
of  the  difficulty  of  my  situation,  when,  if  I  should,  in  the 
exercise  of  my  discretion,  depart  from  the  line  of  my  duty, 
1  might  subject  myself  to  very  disagreeable  consequences. 

"  Whenever  the  removal  of  the  records  is  absolutely 
necessary,  I  shall  not  fail  to  continue  my  care  of  them,  and 
hope  my  attention  to  their  security  will  evince  my  desire 
to  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  me  with  the  strictest  fideli- 
ty ;  and  with  respect  to  the  place  where  they  should  in 
that  case  be  deposited,  I  can  only  say,  that  as  it  is  out  of 
my  power  to  tell  from  what  quarter  danger  may  arise,  so  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  assign  any  place  where  they  will 
be  free  from  danger. 

"  I  have  not  the  least  preference  for  one  place  above 
another,  but  shall,  at  all  times  and  at  all  places,  use  my 
best  endeavours  to  preserve  them  from  injury  ;  and,  that 
nothing  on  my  part  may  be  wanting,  1  shall  provide  pro- 
per boxes  for  the  most  important  parts  of  the  records,  to 
be  ready  on  any  emergency. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
"  Samuel  Bayakb,  Jr. 
"To  Nathaniel  JVoodhull,  Esq." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bayard's  Letter  be  deferred  for  fur- 
ther consideration. 

Die  JoviB,  9  1.0,  A,  M„  Septeiiiber  7,  1775. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present  : 
John  Haring,  Esq.,  Chairman,  and  Commissioner  for 
Orange  Count)'. 

For    New-York,     Mr.    Joseph    Ilallttt,    Mr.   Abraham 
Brasher,  Mr.  Isaac  Roostvtlt,   Mr.   Isaac   Sears,  and 
Mr.  John  Morin  Scott. 
For  Albany,  Mr.  Robert  Yates. 
For  Dutchess,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Queen's,  Mr.  Jonathan  Lawrence. 
For  King's,  Mr.  Polhemus  and  Mr.  Henry  Williams. 
For  Cumberland,  Major  John  JVilliams. 
For  Richmond,  Mr.  Lawrence. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Abraham  Brasher. 
For  Westchester,  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  William  Paul- 
ding. 
For  Ulster,  Mr.  Isaac  Roosevelt. 
For  Tkyon,  Mr,  Isaac  Scars. 

Mr.  James  Beekman  brought  into  the  Committee  a 
Certificate,  signed  by  Isaac  Stoutenburgh,  certifying  that 
five  bundled  and  twenty-two  Muskets,  belonging  to  the 
Corporation  of  this  City,  were  taken  out  of  the  City-Hall, 
and  twenty-eight  Muskets  left  at  Mr.  Isaac  Stoutenburgh' s 
were  also  taken  by  sundry  persons,  at  the  time  of  receiving 
the  account  of  i.e.i»(^£;-?ow  battle.  That  each  of  the  said 
Muskets,  with  their  Accoutrements,  were  well  worth  three 
Pounds  five  Shillings.  Also,  that  six  iron  Bullet  Moulds 
were  taken  away  at  the  same  time. 

A  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  for  erecting  Fortifica- 
tions in  the  Highlands,  requesting  the  instructions  of  this 
Committee  with  regard  to  the  plan  and  expense  of  the 
said  Fortifications. 

Mr,  Bedlow,  one  of  the  Commissioners,  attending  at  the 
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door,  was  called  in,  and  informed  that  it  was  llie  sense  of 
this  Committee  to  liave  a  conference  with  the  Commission- 
ers and  the  Engineer,  who  is  expected  from  Fhtladelphia, 
previous  to  the  giving  them  any  instructions. 

The  Committee  having  sent  for  the  persons  belonging 
to  and  taken  on  board  the  North  River  Sloop  last  Sunday, 
proceeded  to  their  exainiiialioii.  After  some  time  spent 
therein, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  taken  back  to  Jail,  and  there 
confined  until  farther  orders. 

Ordered,  That  the  people  called  Quakers,  residing  in 
the  City  and  County  of  I\cw-  York,  be  recjuested  to  deliver 
ill  to  this  Committee,  without  delay,  a  list  of  all  the  males 
belonging  to  their  society,  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to  sixty. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Order  be  served^ 
on  one  or  more  of  the  most  respectable  of  the  society  of 
pi'ople  called  Quakers. 

A  drauglit  of  a  Commission  to  be  given  to  the  Officers 
of  the  .Militia,  Independent  Companies,  and  Minute-Men,  of 
this  Colony,  was  read  and  ap[)roved,  viz: 
'■  In  Committee  of  Safety  fur  the  Colony  o(  Ntw-York, 

the   ....   day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

177.5. 
•■To ,  Gentleman,  greeting  : 

l?y  virtue  of  the  authority  reposed  in  us  by  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  of  the  said  Colony,  we  do  hereby  nominate 

authorize,  constitute,  and  appoint  you of  the 

,  hereby  requiring  you,  before  you  enter  into  the 

exercise  of  your  said  office,  to  make  in  writing,  and  subscribe, 
in  the  presence  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
City,  Town,  District,  or  Precinct,  wherein  you  reside,  the 
declaration  appointed  and  directed  by  the  ninth  section  of 
the  seventh  resolve  contained  in  the  rules  and  orders  for 
regulating  the  Militia  of  the  Colony  of  J^cw-York,  recom- 
mended by  the  Provincial  Congress  the  22(1  day  o[  August, 
177.5 :  and  authorizing  you  fully  to  execute  all  the  powers 
belonging  to  your  said  office,  by  virtue  of  the  said  rules  and 
orders  and  the  said  declaration  ;  and  we  do  hereby  require 
all  persons  under  your  command  to  pay  due  obedience  to 
you,  according  to  the  said  rules  and  orders,  and  such  far- 
ther rules  and  orders  as  shall  be  made  and  recommended 
fir  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  by  the  present  or  any  future 
(.'untinental  Congress,  or  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Co- 
lony." 

Ordered,  That  one  thousand  copies  thereof  lie  imme- 
diately printed,  for  the  use  of  this  Committee. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  until  four  o'clock,  this 
afternoon. 

Tlmrslay,  loiir  o'clock,  P.  M.,  SqitcilKT  7,  177.5. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjouruinent.   Present: 

John  ILirin:;:,    Esquire,   Chairman,   and    Coii)mi:,sioner 
for  Orange  County. 
For  Nkw-York,   Mr.  Isaac  Roosrvclf,  Col.  IMcDougall, 

Mr.  IMIcIt,  Mr.  Brasher,  Mr.  Isaac  Scars,  Mr.  Scolt. 
For  \Vf;sTCUESTKR,  Mr.  fl'illiam  I'aiilding. 
l''or  Queen's,  Mr.  Jonathan  hawrcnce. 
For  Richmond,  .Mr.  Richard  Lawrence. 
For  KiN(;'s,  Mr.  I'nihrmus. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Abrahaw  lirnshcr. 
For  (JiiMBF.Ki.AND,  M ajor ./"// /I  ll'illiaiits. 
l''or  'I'iiyo.v,  iMr.  haac  Scars. 
l''or  DuTCHF.ss,  Mr.  (iil/ml  Liringslon. 
F;;r  Ulster,  Mr.  Latic  lloosi  vrlt.'^ 

Mr.  Isaac  Sears  informed  the  Committee  thai,  hy  nn 
Older  from  the  General  Committee,  he  hail  bicii,  with 
several  others,  in  quest  of  Captain  luicc  L.  I'linn,  uho 
sailed  in  a  Sloop  bound  to  the  ca-lwaid,  and  was  suspected 
of  a  design  of  furnishing  the  .'\rmy  and  Navy  with  lucc^  va- 
ries. Tiiat  they  overtook  the  said  Sloop  aliove  Ihllgatc, 
and  that  Captain  Winn  requested  to  bo  examined  by  this 
Committee.  Whereupon,  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Livingston 
were  appointed  to  examine  Captain  ll'inn,  who  reported 
t'.iat  Captain  H'inn  had  given  them  such  sufficient  satisfac- 
tion of  bis  friendly  disposition  to  the  liberties  of  Amiricn, 
as  induced  them  to  believe  the  suspicions  against  him  to 
be  entirely  i;i-onnnles=. 

(^'a|)laui  li'inn  informed  tile  Committeo  that  a  paragraph 


bad  appeared  in  Mr.  Holt's  Journal  of  this  day,*  to  his 
prejudice,  and  requested  that  a  certificate  be  given  to  him, 
certifying  the  sense  of  this  Committee  with  respect  to  his 
conduct.  Thereupon,  a  certificate  was  prepared,  read,  and 
approved  of,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Chairman, 
and  delivered  to  Captain  fVinn.-f 

Mr.  Sears  having  brought  into  the  Committee  a  number 
of  Letters,  taken  from  Captain  Hinn,  and  directed  to  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  Army,  and  others  in  Boston, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roosevelt  and  Mr.  Sears  be  a  Com- 
mittee for  opening  and  examining  the  said  Letters,  and  that 
they  report  immediately. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  and  Mr.  Scars  reported  that  they  had 
examined  the  said  Letteis,  and  that  they  were  all  on  private 
business ;  but  that  an  anonymous  Letter,  directed  to  Major 
Moncrief,  at  Boston,  which,  from  the  handwriting  and 
other  circumstances,  they  believe  to  be  wrote  by  i\Ir. 
Theophilact  Bache,  of  this  City,  .Merchant,  which  Letter 
being  read  and  filed,  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Xuw-York,  SnplembcT  :),  177j. 

'•  Dkar  .Major  :  1  wrote  to  you  a  few  days  ago,  by  the 
transport  which  sailed  from  hence.  I  hope  you  have  re- 
ceived it.  it  is  now  decreed  by  the  Congress  criminal  to 
speak,  and  as  it  would  be  equally  so  lo  write,  not  knowing 
into  whose  hands  this  may  fall  before  it  reaches  you,  I 
am  determined  not  to  transgress,  as  I  wish  to  remain  in  the 
Country  as  long  as  I  can,  and  not  to  do  any  thing  that  may 
cause  a  banishment,  or  the  punishment  of  being  sent  to  the 
mines  of  Siinsbury,  which  are  punishments  daily  inflicted  on 
those  poor  culprits  who  are  found  or  even  supposed  to  be 
inimical.  Don't  think  of  returning  here  w  bile  this  unhajipy 
contest  continues;  you  will  be  ferreted  and  exposed  to  in- 
sults I  would  wish  you  to  avoid.  I  will  take  care  of  your 
wife  as  much  as  a  brother  or  friend  can  do.  She  is  well, 
and  as  happy  as  can  be  expected.  I  expect  that  she  will 
lie  in  at  Flatbush,  as  I  think  it  would  be  dangerous  to  bring 
her  to  Town.  The  late  firing  of  the  Asia  has  been  fatal  to 
many  women  in  her  situation.  The  ftiniily  join  me  in  love 
to  you  ;  and  believe  mc  to  be,  dear  Moncrief,  yours. 
"To  Major  Thomas  Moncrief,  Boston." 

Mr.  Beekman  moved,  seconded  by  INIr.  Sears,  that  .Mr. 
Bache  be  ordered  to  attend  this  Committee,  to  be  ex- 
amined respecting  the  said  Letter.  On  which  debates 
arose;  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  Ibllow  ing,  to  wit : 

*  Yesterday  ■iflcinoon,  two  Sloops,  Captains  HoUny  nnti  Hazard, 
from  New-Fields  or  Pequanock,  loaded  with  grain,  flour,  provisions, 
and  live  stock,  came  down  the  Sound  to  this  City,  and  having  no  clear, 
ance  or  othrr  neci'ssurv  papers  to  produce,  were  taken  into  custody,  on 
suspicion  of  hriii..'  lul.'n.lr.l  lor  ll.isl,,,,.  or  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  tho 
men  of  war.  In  ilnii  ,i.  I' iw-  lli.\  -  iid,  that  the  Committee  of  Fni'r. 
.//V/rf  knew  of  iiMii  di.l  n..!  ,1i^,mi|iimv,  ihnr  design  ;  and  that  the  reason 
'of  111.  ir  w  ml  ..I     1  .  '>  ir  i^M  i,  ,\  r.,  !■. ,, ,  il,;it  tliey  could  not  obtain  them 
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For  the  Affirmatwe. 

For  the  Negative. 

4  New-York, 
2  Cumberland, 
9  King's, 
2  Dutchess, 
a  Tryon. 

1^' 

2   I!,cl,mond, 
2  Suifolk, 
2  Ulster. 

G 

Mr.  Roosevelt  dissenting  from  the 
vote  of  IVew-VorA-. 

Ordered,  That  the  Doorkeeper  summon  Mr.  Baciic  to 
attend  this  Committee  immediately. 

The  Doorkeeper  returned,  and  informed  tlic  Committee 
that  Mr.  Bachc  lias  gone  out  of  Town. 

The  Committee  adjourned  until  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday,  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Scptumbcr  8,  1775. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present : 

John   Hariiig,  Esquire,  Cliairman,  and  Commissioner 
for  Orange  County. 
For  Albany,  Mr.  Yates. 
For  Dutchess,  Mr.  G.  Livingston. 
For  King's,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Pollicnius. 
For  Tryon,  Mr.  Sears. 
For  Ulster,  Mr.  Roosevelt. 
For  Richmond,  Mr.  hinvrcnce. 
For  Westchester,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Cumberland,  Major  IViltiams. 
For  New-York,   Mr.  James  Beckman,   Mr.  Sears,  Mr. 

Boosevtlt. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gabriel  H.  Ludlow  deliver  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Tudor  one  quarter-cask  of  Gunpowder,  for  the 
purpose  of  proving  the  brass  Field- Pieces  made  by  order 
of  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  charge  the  same  to  this 
Committee. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  VanBrugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  pay 
unto  Lieutenant  William  Crane,  of  Captain  Palmer's 
Company,  in  Colonel  Holmes's  Regiment,  the  sum  of 
thirty  Pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  olT  the  Billeting 
IMoney,  and  (laying  the  men  imder  his  command,  that  he 
may  be  enabled  to  join  his  Regiment;  and  that  the  said 
William  Crane  do  give  a  receipt  to  the  said  Peter  T^an 
Brugh  Livingston,  and  an  order  on  the  Deputy  Paynias- 
ler-General,  for  tlie  repayment  of  the  said  sum. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  JVatlceijs,  Gunsmith,  provide  for 
William  Marrincr  a  Musket  equal  in  value  to  and  in  lieu 
of  the  Musket  lent  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Co- 
lony by  the  said  IVilliam  Marriner,  as  a  pattern  Musket, 
and  that  the  said  fVatkcys  charge  the  same  to  this  C^om- 
niittee  or  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hallctt  be  enipouered  to  engage 
Mr.  John  Griffiths  to  goto  the  neighbourhood  of  Goshen, 
or  any  other  part  of  this  Colony,  and  examine  into  the 
nature  of  the  Lead  Mines  there,  and  that  he  return  and 
make  report  to  this  Committee  with  all  convenient  s|)eed  ; 
and  that  this  Committee  will  provide  for  tiie  payment  of 
his  services. 

A  Memorial,  signed  by  Peter  Bogerl,  fi  illiam  Harden- 
hrook,  Charles  Phillips,  Guilliam  Varick,  Andrew  Bell, 
Theodore  Ihtrdenbrook,  George  Stanton,  Isaac  Mead,  and 
William  J.  Ellsworth,  the  otlicers  or  foremen  of  the  Fire- 
men of  the  City  o(  Neiv-York,  praying  that  they  may  be 
excused  from  being  drawn  out  in  the  military  service,  ex- 
cept in  case  of  a  general  attack,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  a  Resolution  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  which  exempts  the  Firemen  from  certain 
military  duty,  be  served  on  one  of  the  memorialists. 

A  Letter  from  William  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Suffolk  County,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
word-  following,  to  wit : 

'■  Siifiblk  County,  August  31,  1775. 

•'  (iENTLEMEN  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  of  this  instant 
we  have  received,  wherein  you  recommend  that  we  place 
two  Companies  of  Minute-Men  at  Montauk,  and  one  at 
or  near  Shelter-Island.  There  are  no  Companies  of  Min- 
ute-Men yet  formed  in  this  County  ;  and,  when  formed,  we 
on  to  be  stationed  at  those  places,  as  those  persons  at  the 
are  of  opinion  that  such  Companies  cannot  be  prevailed 
east  end  of  the  County,  who  could  be  spared  from  their 
families,  are  already  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Conti- 
nent, and   the   western   part  of  the  County  are  unwilling 


that  any  persons  should  go  from  them,  on  account  of  the 
danger  of  the  enemy  and  the  people  in  an  adjacent  Coun- 
ty. We  are  exceedingly  sorry  that  we  shall  be  unable  to 
protect  the  stock  at  the  east  end  from  the  ravages  of  our 
enemies,  when  the  Troops  are  all  gone  from  us.  The 
stock  is  taken  from  Garitinir's  and  Plumb  Islands.  The 
hay  on  Gardiner's  Island  we  judge  will  be  of  no  service 
to  CJeneral  Gage,  if  they  cannot  get  stock,  as  they  took 
no  more  than  just  sufficient  to  keep  the  stock  to  Boston, 
anil  said  they  wanted  no  more.  We  beg  leave  to  observe 
to  you,  that  this  County  is  under  considerable  disadvan- 
tages, on  account  of  having  no  Post  that  rides  through 
Long-Island,  and  should  he  exceedingly  glad  if  a  Post 
might  be  established,  in  such  manner  as  your  honourable 
House  shall  direct. 

"  We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
hund)le  servants. 

"  By  order:  William  Smith,  Chairman. 

"  To  the  Honourable  7'.  ]\B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President 

of  the  Provincial  Congress,  New-  York." 

Ordered,  That  the  Prisoners  now  in  Jail,  and  who  were 
taken  from  on  board  the  Sloop  last  Sunday,  be  brought  to 
the  bar  of  this  Committee  this  afternoon. 

The  Committee  adjourned  until  three  o'clock,  this  after- 
noon. 

Die  Veneris,  3tia  lio.  P.  M.,  Scptc-mber  8,  177.'-.. 

The  Committee  met  pm-suant  to  adjournment.  Present : 

.lohn  IJaring,  Esquire,  Chairman,  and  Commissioner 
fjr  Orange  County. 
For  New- York,  Joseph  llallett,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Isaac 

Sears,  Abraham  Brasher,  .lames  Bcekman. 
For  Ulster,  Isaac  Rim^evilt. 
For  Cumberland,  Major  WiUiams. 
For  King's,  Mr.  Pulhemus. 
For  Dutchess,  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Tryon,  Mr.  Sears. 
For  Westchester,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Richmond,  Richard  Lawrence. 
For  Queen's,  Jonathan  Laierencc. 

A  Letter  from  Joseph  Johnson,  an  Indian  Preacher,  of 
tlie  Mohegctn  Tribe,  was  read,  setting  forth  his  having  been 
among  the  Western  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  influencing 
them  in  favour  of  the  cause  of  American  libeity  ;  that  he 
is  in  necessitous  circumstances,  and  praying  some  relief 
from  this  Committee  ;  and  that  a  Letter  of  safe  conduct 
and  Passport  may  be  given  to  liiin. 

Ordered,  That  a  Passport  and  Letter  of  safe  conduct 
be  made  and  delivered  to  the  said  Joseph  Johnson;  and 
that  an  order  be  made  on  the  Treasurer,  for  the  sum  of 
fdteen  Pounds,  to  assist  him  to  delray  the  expenses  of  his 
journey. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher  collect  the  Accounts  of 
the  expenses  attending  the  watching  for  and  taking  of  the 
Slooj)  from  Dutchess  County,  which  was  lately  taken  near 
Speyt  den  Duyvcl,  and  lay  them  before  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  having,  from  the  examinations  oi George 
Nicholson,  good  reasons  to  believe  that  George  Bethunc, 
now  of  Jamaica,  in  Queen's  County,  late  of  Boston,  in 
Massachusetts-Bay,  has  been  carrying  on  a  correspondence 
with  His  Majesty's  Army  and  Navy,  against  the  liberties 
oi'  America, 

Ordered,  therefore,  That  the  said  George  Bethunc, 
with  such  Letters  and  Papers  as  may  be  found  in  his  house, 
be  taken  and  brought  be.'bre  this  Committee ;  and  that  the 
method  of  taking  him,  and  direction  of  that  matter,  be 
committed  to  Mr.  Sears. 

!\Ir.  Roosevelt  dissents. 

The  Conmiittee  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 


The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present  : 
John  Ilaring,    Esquire,  Chairman,  and   Commissioner 

for  Orange  Coimty. 

For  Nkw-York.  James  Becktnan.  Isaac  Sears,  Colonel 
McUougall. 

For  l'i.stek.  Isaac  Roosevelt. 
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For  Suffolk,  Abraham  Brasher. 

For  Dutchess,  Gilbert  Livingston. 

For  Wkstc HESTER,  llilHam  t'aulJing,  Lewis  Graham. 

For  King's,  Mr.  rulhcmus,  Henry  Williams. 

For  CuMBEKLAND,  Major  IVilliams. 

For  Tryon,  Isaac  Sears. 

For  Queen's,  Jonathan  Lawrence. 

For  Richmond,  Richard  Laivrcncc. 

!t  being  represented  to  this  Committee,  tiiat  y\\-.U  lUiain 
Becker,  a  citizen  of  this  City,  is  confined  in  irons,  on  board 
the  Asia,  Ship-of-War, 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Messrs.  Roosevelt  and  Beekman  wait  or, 
his  Worship  the  Mayor,  and  request  iiiiu  to  demand  the 
immediate  disciiars^e  of  the  said  Jf'illiam  Becker,  and  to 
assure  Captain  Vundeput,  that  unless  such  discharge  be 
immediately  made,  this  Connniilee  will  take  pro|)er  mea- 
sures for  resenting  the  indignity  offered  to  tins  City,  and 
the  injury  done  to  one  of  its  inhabitants. 

This  Committee  being  informed  that  AbrahamLaurence, 
of  C^uccn's  County,  was  taken  into  custody  some  days  ago, 
by  some  of  the  new  levies,  and  is  now  confined  in  Jail, 
thereupon  an  order  was  made  out  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  at  the  Upl'er  Barracks,  to  cause  the  said  Laicnnce 
to  be  brought  before  this  Committee. 

A  Letter  from  General  fVashington,  dated  at  Cambridge, 
August  30th,  requesting  Ammunition,  was  read  and  filed. 

David  Ilawlcy,  Master  of  the  Sloop  Sally,  and  Aaron 
.Jennings,  Master  of  the  Sloop  Lady,  who  arrived  hero 
with  their  Vessels,  laden  from  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
bound  for  iheiyesl-Indics,  finding  it  impracticable  for  them 
to  proceed  on  their  voyage,  requested  of  this  Committee  a 
Passport  for  thein  and  their  Vessels  to  return  to  Connec- 
ticut. 

Ordered,  That  Passports  be  given  to  the  said  Captains 
David  Hawley  and  Aaron  Jennings  to  return  to  the  (.'o- 
\ony  o(  Connecticut  with  their  Vessels,  and  that  the  Chair- 
man do  sign  the  same. 

Abraham  Laivrcncc,  being  brought  to  this  Committee, 
was  (after  being  reprimanded  from  the  Chair)  discharged. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  his  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington, was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

In  ConiniiUee  of  Saioty  for  the  Colony  of  N,.w-Yoik,  } 
Septi'Miber  9,  177.').       ^ 

Sir:  In  the  recess  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Committee  of  Safely  to  answer  your  favour  of 
the  ;jOth  ult.,  to  our  President.  We  perfectly  agree  with 
you,  that  the  instances  of  collusion  you  mention  are  such 
instances  of  avarice,  at  such  a  time  and  in  such  a  cause,  as 
call  for  a  severe  scrutiny  and  exemplary  punishment.  Be 
assured.  Sir,  that  we  are  vigilant  for  the  discovery  of  such 
delinquents,  and  that  those  who  may  fall  in  our  way  will 
not  escape  their  just  deserts. 

The  gentleman  who  informed  you  of  the  arrival  of  a 
large  quantity  of  powder,  and  five  hundred  stands  of  aims, 
jierhaps  did  not  know,  that  though  they  were  landed  on  the 
east  end  of  Long-Island,  they  were  immediately  trans- 
ported to  New-London,  and  did  not  belong  to  this  Colony 
or  any  of  its  inhabitants.  We  have  had,  indeed,  about 
thirty-six  thousand  weiglit  of  powder  brought  in,  and 
before  its  arrival  we  had  not  a  barrel  in  the  Colony,  except 
what  was  most  sj)aringly  distributed  among  the  individuals. 
We  deplore  the  siiualion  of  the  Army  under  your  com- 
mand, and  were  our  abilities  equal  to  our  wishes  we  should 
not  fail  to  contribute  to  your  immediate  assistance  and 
supply.  We  are  heartily  sorry  that  your  |)overty  in  the 
necessary  article  in  question  prevents  you  from  availing 
yourself  of  the  advantage  of  situation  you  have  lately 
gained.  But  be  assured.  Sir,  we  have  not  powder  enougli 
for  the  necessary  defence  of  this  Colony,  especially  if  any 
disaster  should  happen  to  General  Schuyler,  which  would 
render  it  requisite  to  give  additional  strength  and  security 
to  the  northern  parts  of  this  Colony,  the  inhabitants  of 
which,  at  this  juncture,  are  most  sparingly  supplied  with 
arms  and  ammunition.  We  shall  immediately  forward  a 
copy  of  your  letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  write 
to  them  on  the  subject.  The  quantity  of  powder  trans- 
ported from  Loig-lslinid  to  yrw-Londun  was  eight  tons, 
as  we   have   been    infurmed.      Perhaps    an    ap|)liralion    to 


ihat  Colonv 


We  are.  Sir,  most  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servants.     By  order. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony 
at  the  Continental  Congress  was  read  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman  jjro  tern.,  and,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  Letter  from  General  Washington,  to  be  transmitted. 

A  draught  of  a  Certificate  to  Robert  C.  Livingston  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit : 

In  ConiiniUco  of  .S.ifrty  for  the  Colony  of  New-York,  f 
Nuw.York,  Suplembor  9,  177.").       I 

Robert  C.  Livingston,  of  this  City,  Esquire,  several 
days  ago  informed  this  Committee  of  his  intention  to  go  to 
Britain  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  at  present  very 
much  impaired.  The  Committee,  firmly  persuaded  of  his 
attachment  to  the  liberties  of  this  Country,  approve  of  his 
intended  voyage,  wish  him  the  restoration  of  his  health, 
and  a  happy  return  to  his  native  Country. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  attested  by  the  Secretaries,  and  de- 
livered to  Mr.  Livingston. 

The  Committee  adjourned  till  Monday  afternoon,  four 
o'clock. 


Monday  Afternoon,  four  o'clock,  September  11.  177.'). 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  but,  lor 
want  of  a  suliicient  number  of  Members,  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 


Tuesday  Morninfi,  nine  o'clock,  September  12,  1775. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.   Present: 

Jihn   During,  Esquire,  Chairman,  and  Commissioner 
for  Orange  County. 
For  New-Youk,  Colonel   McDou<^r„ll,   },h:   Ilalktt,   !\Ir. 

Beekman,    Colonel    LisjnnarcK    John    J'an    Corllandl. 

Mr.  Scott. 
For  Kino's,  .Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  T'anderbilt. 
For  Queen's,  Mr.  I'om. 
For  Dutchess,  Mr.  Livingston. 
For  Suffolk,  i\Ir.  Foster. 
For  Ulster,  Mr.  Roosevelt. 
For  Tryon,  Mr.  Scars. 
For  Cumberland,  Major  Jl'illia?ns. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the 
Letters  and  Papers  of  George  Bethune,  Esq.,  who  is  now 
at  the  door,  in  custody  of  the  persons  employed  by  this 
Committee  to  seize  his  person  and  papers,  agreeable  to  the 
order  of  this  Committee  of  the  Stii  instant. 

A  Letter  from  Robert  Donkin,  Aid-de-Camp,  of  the 
8th  of  October,  1775,  directed  to  Colonel  Cleveland,  was 
read.  He  thereby  directs  Mr.  Bethune  may  have  liberty 
to  go  into  the  South  Battery  and  mark  his  own  ten  pieces 
of  Cannon,  and  that  they  may  be  placed  in  such  order  as 
he  shall  direct. 

A  Letter  (lomJocclyn  Felthauscn,  Lieutenant,  Twent\- 
Sixth  Regiment,  to  Samuel  Haterhousc,  Esq.,  was  read 
and  filed.  He  therein  a|)plies  for  the  purchase  of  a  Horse 
and  Sulky,  for  Mr.  Stephens,  of  Amboy. 

A  Letter  of  the  11th  August  last,  from  Mr.  Brimmer 
to  George  Bethune,  was  read. 

A  Letter  of  the  19lh  August  last,  from  the  said  George 
Brimmer  to  the  said  George  Bethune,  was  read.  He 
therein  mentions  that  Bills  are  at  fifteen  per  cent,  discount, 
and  that  he  will  irau'^niii   him  a  Bill  of  Exchange. 

A  copy  of  a  Litin  liom  the  said  George  Bethune  to 
Mr.  Samuel  Waterhouse,  of  the  8th  o[  July  last,  was  read. 
He  therein  mentioned  that  he  is  well  settled  at  Jamaica, 
and  that  the  whole  Country  are  remarkable  for  their  attach- 
ment to  good  government. 

A  copy  of  a  Letter  from  George  Bethune,  of  the  10th 
July  last,  to  Mr.  Samuel  Prince,  mentioning  several  Bills 
of  Exchange,  and  that  he  had  sent  a  Bill  to  Billy  Simp- 
son, to  be  negotiated,  was  read. 
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A  copy  of  a  Letter  from  George  Bethune,  of  27ili  July 
last,  to  Messrs.  Lane,  Son,  S^-  Frazer,  o{  London,  relating 
to  Money  in  tlie  publici<  funds,  was  read. 

A  Letter  from  George  Bethune,  to  Messrs.  Lane,  Son, 
&f  Frazer,  of  the  l-2tii  May,  1775,  was  read. 

Another  Letter  from  George  Bethune  lo. foscph  IVuhlo, 
of  the  14lii  May,  1775,  was  read  and  filed. 

Mr.  George  Bethune  being  called  in  and  heard,  gave 
liis  promise  parole  on  his  honour  to  return  and  deliver  him- 
self up  to  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  or  the  Conniiitlee, 
on  notice,  when  requested  ;  and  he  is  discharged  for  the 
present. 

^la'pr  Elhringlou,  attending  at  the  door,  was  called  in. 
He  produced  a  certiiicate  of  his  parole  of  honour,  as  a  gen- 
tleman and  soldier,  that  he  will  not  take  arms  for  twelve 
months,  or  give  any  information  to  the  Army  or  Navy; 
which  was  read. 

Major  Elhrington  declared  that  he  is  going  immediately 
to  Fhiladelphia ;  thereupon,  Major  Elhrington  was  dis- 
charged. 

Ca|)tain  William  KcJhj,  of  the  Second  Ratialion  of  His 
Majesty's  Royal  American  Regiment,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  brought  in.  He  was  asked  if  he  would  give  the 
like  obligations  to  this  Conmiiltee,  which  Major  Ethriug- 
ton  gave  to  the  Committee  at  Fhiladelphia.  Mr.  Kelly 
agreed  lo  give  the  like  engagement,  and  deliver  it  in  writing 
this  afternoon,  on  which  lie  is  permitted  to  go  at  large  till 
the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Kelly  delivered  in  his  engagement,  by  him  signed  ; 
which  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  uonLs  following,  to 
wit : 

''  I,  William  Kelly,  a  Captain  in  the  Second  Battalion 
of  His  RIajesty's  Royal  American  Regiment,  a  prisoner 
in  the  power  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province 
of  New-  York,  and  being  kindly  treated  and  protected  by 
them,  and  enlarged  on  parole,  do  hereby  solemnly  promise 
and  engage,  on  the  honour  of  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman, 
that  I  will  not  bear  arms  against  the  American  United  Co- 
lonies, in  any  manner  whatever,  for  the  space  of  twelve 
months,  or  until  1  may  be  exchanged;  nor  will  1,  during 
that  time,  take  any  measures  to  give  intelligence  to  General 
Gage,  or  the  British  Ministry,  or  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons whatsoever,  relative  to  American  affairs  ;  also,  in  case 
this  my  parole  is  not  accepted  in  exchange  for  any  ofiicer 
of  equal  rank  in  the  American  service,  who  may  be  taken 
prisoner  by  the  British  Troops,  I  do  hereby,  in  such  case, 
on  notice,  promise  to  repair  to  and  give  myself  up  lo  the 
said  Committee  of  Safety,  as  a  prisoner. 

■•  N.w-York,  September  12,  1775."         "  William   Kelly. 

A  copy  thereof,  with  a  Certificate  signed  by  the  Chair- 
man, was  delivered  to  Captain  Kelly;  which  C'ertificate  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

These  are  to  certify  to  all  peisons  to  whom  these  pre- 
sents may  appear,  that  the  above  writing  is  a  true  copy  of 
the  parole  of  honour  given  by  the  bearer.  Captain  Kelly, 
of  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Royal  American  Regi- 
ment, to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  Neiv- 
York.  It  therefore  is  recommended  to  such  peisons,  that 
the  said  Captain  Kelly  be  permitted  to  pass  where  his 
business  may  lead  him,  without  any  hinderance  or  molesta- 
tion.    By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

New-York,  September  1'3,  1775. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates  for  the  Colony 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  concerning  George  Bethune,  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
w  it : 

111  C.-Mninlll....  of  Safety  for  the  Cobniy  nf  N'ew.York,   ) 
S.-ptembiT  12,  1775.        ^ 

Gentlemen:  Mr.  George  Bethune,  a  gentleman  from 
the  Town  of  Boston,  has  resided  with  his  fitmily  in  (parens 
County,  on  Long-Island ,  since  some  time  in  Mai/  last. 
He  has  long  been  suspected  as  friendly  to  Ministerial"  mea- 
sures. We  have  had  him  before  us,  but  the  evidence  not 
being  sufficiently  full  to  enable  us  to  proceed  judicially 
against  him,  we  have  dismissed  him  for  the  present,  upon 
his  parole  to  be  ready  at  our  call,  and  given  him  leave  to 
wrile  to  you  for  a  certificate  in  his  favour,  if  he  can  obtain 
it.  We  informed  him  also  of  our  intention  to  writs  to  you 
for  his  true  political  cliaracter,  which  we  beg  you  will  be 
j)lea-ed  lo  give  us  without  delay,  as  it  may  be  the  means 


of  enabling  us  to  deal  properly  with  him,  if  we  should  think 
it  necessary  to  summon  him  before  us  again. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servants.     By  order. 
To  the  Gentlemen   Delegates  in  Congress  for  ]\lassachu- 

sctts-Bay. 

Ordered,  That  a  cojiy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

A  Proposal  from  James  Byers,  of  lh\s  City,  Brass-Found' 
cr,  for  making  any  number  of  Brass  Field-Pieces  for  the 
use  of  this  Colony,  at  the  rale  of  four  Shillings  per  pound, 
being  read, 

Besolved,  That  this  Committee  do  agree  with  the  said 
James  Byers,  to  take  of  him  such  Brass  FieUl-Pieces,  six- 
pounders,  and  of  good  proof,  lo  the  number  of  Wve,  as  he 
shall  make  at  the  rate  of  four  Shillings  per  pound,  provided 
the  weight  of  each  piece  does  not  excceil  six  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds. 

Ordered.  That  the  Captains  Bulgers,  Tudor,  and  Den- 
nis, be  requested  to  superintend  the  casling  and  iiroving  of 
the  said  Field-Pieces. 

Ordered,  That  the  Doorkeeper  wait  on  Air.  Theophilact 
Biiche,  and  reijuest  him  to  attend  this  Couunittee  without 
delay. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  the  Piovincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  pay  unto 
Abraham  P.  Lott,  Esq.,  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Pounds,  on  account,  towards  defraying  the 
expenses  of  removing  the  Cannon  from  this  City  \.o  Kings- 
bridge. 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  JJ'ells,  Esquire,  of  Cumberland 
County,  be  requested  to  attend  before  this  Committee  of 
Safety,  at  five  o'clock,  this  afternoon. 
The  Committee  adjourned  till  fjur  o'clock,  this  afternoon. 

Tuesday,  4  lio.  }'.  M  ,  September  IQ,  1775. 

'l"he  Conniiiitce  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present: 

Juhii  Jlurinn-,  Esq.,  Chairman,  and   Commissioner  for 
Orange  County. 
For  Nkw-Yokk,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Ihdlttt,  Mr.   ]'un  Cori- 

landt,  Colonel  McDougall. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Booseveli,  Mr.  Foster. 
For  Dutchess,  Mr.  Livingston. 
For  Queen's,  Mr.  Tom,  Mr.  Lawrence. 
For  King's,  Mr.   Williams. 
For  CuMBEKLAND,  Major  Williams. 
For  TiivoN,  Mr.  Sears. 

Samuel  Wells,  Esq.,  according  to  order,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  called  and  examined  :  says  that  no  .\rms  were 
sent  to  Cumberland  County  by  Government ;  did  hear  that 
Governour  Colderi  applied  lo  General  Gage  for  Arms,  and 
heard  the  Arms  came  ;  but  the  aflair  at  Lexington  put  an 
end  to  it.  Of  the  one  thousand  Pounds  granted  for  Cum- 
berland County,  two  hundred  Pounds  of  the  money  has 
been  received.  It  was  applied  lo  reimburse  the  Sherili' 
and  Air.  Gale  the  expense  of  themselves  and  the  other 
prisoners  and  expresses.  Heard  the  Arms  were  put  on 
board  of  the  Kingfisher ;  has  forgot  how  he  heard  it,  and 
does  not  know  how  they  were  disjiosed  of. 

A  Letter  from  Gilbert  Drake,  Chairitian  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  (Vestchcster,  of  the  11  ih  instant,  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words   following,  to  wit: 

■■  White.riains,  Srpt.M.iljer  1 1,  1775, 

"  Gentlemen  :  None  of  the  inhabitants  of  ihe  Manor  of 
Fordham  or  fVest-Farms  having  appeared  to  support  the 
allegations  of  their  petition,  the  consitlei-alion  of  wdiicli  you 
referred  lo  us,  we  have  appointed  a  Suh-Commillce  to  in- 
(juire  into  the  matter,  and  report  to  us  at  our  next  meeting 
how  they  find  the  case  circumstanced. 

''  Complaints  having  been  made  to  this  Committee,  that 
an  Independent  Company  is  now  forming  in  this  County, 
and  that  the  person  who  is  most  active  about  raising  the 
Company  expects  a  commission  from  the  Comniiltee  of 
Safely  this  week,  we  are  induced  to  request  that  no  com- 
missions for  Independent  Companies  may  be  given  out  for 
this  County,  as  it  will  make  the  raising  of  Minute  Com- 
panies exce.'dingly  diflicult,  if  not  impossible,  and  put  tin; 
County  into  great  confusion. 
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"  We  enclose  you  ilie  aflldavit  of  .Mr.  Hililam  lluiihy, 
one  of  our  Coinuiittee,  a  man  of  uiiblemislied  cliaraclei-, 
respcctinj;  the  conduct  of  Jukn  Cock,  who  was  chosen  a 
Caijtain  by  tlie  inhabitants  of  liii;  Yonktrs.  Alhdavits  will 
also  be  forwarded,  as  soon  as  possible,  of  .Mr.  Cuck'i  speak- 
ing very  disresjiectfully  of  the  Conj;ress. 

''  If  tiie  Committee  of  Safety  are  of  opinion  tiiat  it  is  im- 
proper to  <,'ive  Mr.  Cock  a  commission,  we  sulmiit  u  iiellier 
it  will  not  be  necessary  to  accjuainl  those  of  our  body  w  ho 
live  in  the  Yonkcrs  therewith,  that  they  may  proceed  to  a 
new  election. 

"  We  enclose  a  \\<i  of  the  I'^ield-Oiiircis  iKimlnaieil  by  the 
Connnittee  of  this  County,  which  wc  lie;;  leave  to  reconi- 
niend  to  the  Provincial  Congress  as  persons  properly  qiiali- 
lied  for  the  several  places  for  which  they  are  nominated. 

"  We  are,  (Jentlemon,  \our  most  humble  servants. 
'■  Ry  order  of  I  he  Comniillce  : 

"Gii.liKKT  Dkvki:,  Clialrmaii. 
■■  To  Julia  llarim;,  Est]..  Chairman  of  the  Connnittee  of 

Saliity,  New- York:' 

An  Aflidavit  of  fillliaiii  llaiUcij,  therein  encloseil,  was 
also  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  uonis  iijllou mg,  to  wit : 

"  \Ve3TC  HESTER  CoUTlll/,   SS. 

"  IVUliam  Iladley,  of  the  said  County,  Yernian,  person- 
ally appeared  before  the  Committee  of  Safety  li.r  the  Coun- 
ty abovesaid,  and  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evange- 
lists of  Almighty  Clod,  saith,  that  he,  the  deponent,  being 
appointed  one  of  the  Sub-Connnittee  for  the  superintend- 
ing the  signing  of  the  General  Association  of  this  Province, 
carried  the  same  to  one  John  Cock,  of  the  Yonkcrs,  in 
said  County,  and  asked  the  said  JoliU  Cuck  to  sign  the 
same.  He,  the  said  John  Cock,  taking  the  ])en  in  his 
hand,  uttered  the  following  words,  viz:  '  1  sign  this  with 
my  hand,  but  not  with  my  iieart,  for  I  would  not  have 
signed  it,  had  it  not  been  for  my  wife  and  I'ainily's  sake;' 
and  this  he  se^eial  times  repealed,  in  tlie  hearing  of  hiu), 
the  deponent.     And  farther  the  said  deponent  saith  not. 

'•  WlLI.lAJl    HaDLEY. 

'•Sworn  ihe  1  Uh  ol  S( ptcin'ucr,  1775,  before  me, 

"  (jii,i!EiiT  Drake." 

A  list  of  the  Field-Ollicers  for  the  dilll-rent  Regiments 
in  fVestchciter  County,  sent  in  by  the  Conniiitlee  of  ll'cst- 
chcstcr  County  in  the  said  Letter,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Rlessrs.  Jacobus  Fan  Zandt,  Hcnnj 
Rcmsen,  and  Leu-is  Pintard,  he  a  Commiitee  to  employ 
a  Vessel,  and  despatch  her  with  jiroper  directions,  to  pur- 
chase Gunpowder  and  Arms:  and  Ordired,  That  those 
gentlemen  be  supplied  wiih  Four  I'housand  Pounds,  by 
Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  (Jongress 
of  this  Colony,  for  that  purpose  ;  and  that  a  certified  copy 
of  this  entry  be  a  sulficient  warrant  to  the  said  Ptt-r  Van 
Brugh  IJvingston,  l:>sq.,  Trea-urer  as  alori'<-ai(l,  to  deliver 
to  the  gentlemen  above  named  the  sum  of  i^'eur 'I'housiuid 
Pounds,  for  the  purpose  ahovementioned. 

Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  adriel  IV.  Ludlow  be  re(piested 
to  deliver  one  hundred  pounds  of  (innpowder  to  Colonel 
Lasher,  for  the  use  of  the  Minute-Men  of  his  Raiialion,  to 
be  by  Col.  7vC«/itr  distributed  and  delivined  to  his  Minute- 
Men  gratis,  in  such  quantilies,  and  at  such  limes  when  they 
are  ordered  on  service,  as  ('ol.  Lasher  shall  think  necessary. 

The  Committee  then  adjournc!  to  nine  o'cltjck.  to-mor- 
row morning.  

Die  Mi.rcurii,  It  l,o.    V.  M„  Sep!  -nii,,  r  K),  1".-,. 

'I'liij  (  ummittee  met  pursuant  to  adjc.urrmieiit.  Present : 
John  Haling,  Esq.,  (.'hairnian,  and  Conunissioner  for 

Orange  Conntv. 

I''or  New-York,  ./osr/;/,  liallrtl.  Jan.es  Ba kmon.  huac 
Sears,  Jsnac  Booscve/r.. 

For  Aehanv,  Prancis  ^\icoll. 

Foi   Di.TCHKss,  (Hlhert  Livingston. 

For  Wkst(  HEsTEi!,   U'illiiim  Paulding. 

\'uv  I'l.sTKu.  }~u<ic  Roosevelt. 

Vm-  RirnMiiNn,  jinron  Cortiltjou. 

I'"or  KiN(,'s,  Henry  IVilliams. 

Foi  (Jie.K.N-'s,  Nathunid  Tom. 

Vw  Si.i.-i-„i.K,  J;hn  Poster,  John  Sloss  livbori. 

For  Tkvon,  isaar  Scars. 

Fov  (-■fMiiret.ANi),  William  JliUinms. 


.K  Letter  from  the  Committee  q{  Southampton  and  Phst- 
hamjiton,  dated  at  Easthampton,  on  the  !)tl)  instant,  was 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  EoBthanipton,  Sc'iiteiiibur  II,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Your  favour  of  the  25th  of  August  we 
duly  received,  and  note  the  contents,  ^\e  would  cheer- 
fully comply  with  your  request  in  respect  to  raising  two 
Companies  of  Minute-Men  for  the  defence  of  the  stock  at 
Montauk,  but  we  think  it  entirely  out  of  our  power,  as  we 
are  but  a  small  number  of  people  here,  and  a  considerable 
part  of  our  strength  is  already  gone  in  the  service.  We 
have  called  a  meeting  of  the  Joint  Commiitee  of  South 
and  Easthampton  this  day,  and  have  voted  to  call  our 
Militia  together  in  the  Second  Battalion,  in  order  to  enlist 
a  Company,  if  possible,  to  send  directly  olF  to  Montauk, 
as  it  is  at  jiresent  without  even  a  soldier  to  guard  it ;  and 
we  are  fearful  we  shall  not  have  suflicient  ammunition 
amongst  us  to  fix  out  one  Conqiany  ;  and  should  General 
Gage's  Troops  come  upon  us  in  this  destitute  condition, 
we  shall  be  absolutely  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
complying  with  their  terms.  Therefore,  gentlemen,  we 
must  beg  the  favour  that  we  may  have  two  Companies 
sent  here  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  the  opinion  of  General 
IFoostcr  that  we  are  in  the  most  defenceless  condition  of 
any  p-irt  of  tins  Coniincnt. 

••  I5y  Older  of  the  Comuiiltce  : 

"David  Peihsox,  Chairman.  " 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  in  answer  to  the  Committees  of 
Southampton  and  Easthampton  was  read  and  ajiproved  of, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Siu:  \m\T  favour  of  the  S)lh  current,  in  behalf  of  the 
united  Committees  of  East  and  Southampton,  came  to  hand 
this  morning;  in  answer  to  which  we  ad\ise,  that  a  num- 
ber of  men,  not  exceeding  twenty-five,  be  placed  ujion 
Montauk,  with  orders  to  drive  the  cattle  ofF,  in  case  a  fleet 
from  Boston  should  arrive  to  rob  at  that  end  of  the  island 
again.  We  recommend  it  to  }ou  to  be  diligent  in  embody- 
ing your  Minute-Men,  that,  should  an  attack  be  made  upon 
any  part  of  your  County,  lliey  may  be  ready  to  march  im- 
mediately. You  will  see,  by  the  Regulations  which  the 
Congress  have  published  for  the  Militia,  that  the  Minute- 
]\Ien,  when  called  out  to  service,  will  be  upon  Continental 
pay.  We  can  say  nothing  to  you  on  the  subject  of  am- 
munition, farther  than  we  are  not  able  to  supply  you  with 


our  humble  servant? 


By  order  of  the  Committee  of  S.ifeiy. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

IViUiam  Ritchie  requests  permission  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  to  employ  a  small  Vessel,  commanded  by 
himself,  in  carrying  Provisions  and  such  articles  as  may  be 
wanted  at  the  Camp,  from  this  Port,  to  be  landed  at  Dart- 
moKlh,  Sandwich,  or  Southport,  as  he  may  lind  most  -ale 
and  convenient. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Ritchie  be  at  liberty  to 
employ  a  small  \  essel,  commanded  by  himself,  in  con- 
veying such  articles  (except  Provisions)  as  mav  be  wanted 
at  the  Camp  at  Caml/ridgc,  to  he  landed  at  Dartmouth. 
Sandwich,  or  such  other  port  as  he  may  fiml  most  safe  and 
convenient. 

A  Letter  froni  ('apt.  .Mn  Hnlhcri,  dat(  d  at  S.nthomp- 
tou.  on  the  !»lh  o(  Seplembir  instant,  was  n  ad  and  filed, 
and  is  in  I  lie  words  following,  to  wit  : 


"  Gentlemen  :  i  would  inform  you  that  1  inarched  wi;li 
my  (■oiiq):my  from  Monlauk,  the  7th  instant  ;  am  prepa- 
ring lo  march,  and  shall  set  oil"  by  the  middle  of  next  week. 
My  Company  will  want  a  number  of  guns,  as  the  inhabi- 
t.ints  that  suiqilied  iheiii  will  nol  l(!t  them  go  aw'ay,  plead- 
in;;  the  want  iif  iiieiii  iliein-elvi<.  1  give  you  this  timelv 
iiolM-.  !l,:i(  li)e  CuiniMnN  may  not  be  detained  long  when 
we  come  to  \en--  i'ork,  i^c. 

'•  I  am,  Gtiilieinen,  your  humble  servant, 

-.John  1!ii.i!eut. 
"  Piter  r.  B.  Livingston,  Esq." 

OrJcrcd,  That  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Treasu- 
rer, pav  to  Ucnrij  Roomc  three  hunilied  and  twenty-fi\e 
Pounds   for   his   account,  as  audited,   for   Pork   bought   bv 
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order  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  of  Ac«'- 1  ocA' 
forwarded  to  Ticondcroga. 

Ordered,  That  General  JVooster  be  requested  to 
a  full  Company  of  the  Troops  under  his  command  t( 
ceed  to  the  Fortifications  erecting  on  the  banks  of 
son's  River,  in  the  Highlands,  to  be  there  employ 
erecting  and  guarding  the  Si.ine,  in  obedience  to  the 
of  the  Continental  Congress;  and  to  be  under  ti;e 
tions  of  the  Agents  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  iht 
vincial  Congress  at  ]Stw-i'ork. 

Adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 


order 
3  ])ro- 
Htid- 
ed  in 
order 
direc- 
!  Fro- 


Di..  Jovis,  9  ho.  .V.  M.,  Scplin.lnjr  1  t,  17?.".. 

The  Committee  met  |)ursuant  to  adjournment.   Present  : 

Jo/m  Ilariiig,  Esq.,  Chairman,  and  Commissioner  for 
Orange  County. 
For  New-York,  Joseph  IlaUett,  James  Bcvlman,   John 

Van   CorlJandt,  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,   Ale.inndcr  iMi-- 

Doiigall,  Abraham  Brasher,  Isaac  Roosevelt. 
For  Albany,  Francis  Nicoll. 
For  Dutch Kss,  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Westchkstkr,  miliam  I'aulding. 
For  Ut^sTEU,  Isaac  Roo>:evelt. 
For  RicH.vioND,  Aaron  Cortelyou. 
For  King's,  Henri/  JVilliains. 
For  Suffolk,  John  Foster,  John  Shss  Ilobart. 
For  TuYON,  Isaac  Sears. 
For  Cumberland,  fl'illiam  Williams. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gabriel  II.  Ludlow  .leliver  to  .Mr. 
Ebenczcr  Piatt  one  hundred  pounds  of  Cunpowder,  Ich- 
the  use  of  the  people  in  Suffolk  Count)',  on  receiving  the 
cash  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Consiress  of  this  Colony,  pay 
unto  Messrs.  Henry  Ilemsen,  Lewis  Pinlard,  Thomas 
3larston,  Jacobus  Lefferts,  and  Gabriel  JV.  Ludlow,  or 
either  of  them,  the  Sub-Committee  appointed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Committee  of  the  City  and  County  oi  Nexe-York,  for 
the  purpose  of  borrowing  lloney  for  defraying  the  publick 
exigencies  of  this  Colony,  the  sum  of  One  Thousand 
Seven  Hundred  and  Sixteen  Pounds  Three  Shillings  and 
Eight  Pence,  to  enable  the  said  Sub-("ommittee  to  dis- 
charge the  Moneys  borrowed  of  several  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  City  for  the  purpose  aforesairl  ;  and  that  the 
said  Treasurer  take  a  receipt  from  the  said  SidD-Commit- 
tee,  or  either  of  them,  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  J'an  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  pay  to  Mr. 
Robert  Ray  the  sulii  of  seventy-eight  Pounds,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  pay  and  discharge  the  Cartmen  and  others  for 
carting  Guns  to  Kingsbridgc ;  that  being  the  amount  of  an 
account  now  brought  in  audited,  on  which  a  copy  of  this 
Minute  is  entered. 

A  Letter  from  Richard  IVoodhull  and  Sawuel  Thomp- 
son, Committee-Men  at  Brookhaven,  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Brookhaven,  Scpt-iiilKT  11,  177.'). 

'•  Gentlemen  of  the  Congress  :  We  beg  the  favour 
ol  you  to  send  us  a  few  lines  from  under  your  hands,  to  let 
us  know  whether  it  is  our  business  to  attend  to  the  choosing 
the  non-commissioned  officers  by  the  Military  Company, 
or  whether  it  is  tlie  prerogative  of  the  commissioned  officers 
to  appoint,  from  time  to  time,  such  persons  as  they  shall 
tl'ink  most  proper  to  serve  in  tlie  Militia  as  Sergeants,  Cor- 
porals, Drummer,  Filer,  and  Clerk. 

•'   KiCHARD   WoODHULL,  )    ^,  ■,  il 

"  SA.MUEL  Thompson,       \  (-OnvnUtee-Men. 
'•  To  the  Congress  at  ?iew-York." 

A  draught  of  a  hanor  Xo  Richard  Ji'oodhiill  and  Samuel 
Thompson  was  tend  and  a|iproved,  and  is  in  t!ie  words 
following,  to  wit  : 

New.York,  Sepleiiibcr  1  1,  177.7. 

Gentlemen:  In  answer  to  yours  of  the  11th  current, 
we  can  only  inform  you  that  the  Resolution  of  the  Con- 
gress directs  that  all  the  oflicers  of  a  Company,  as  well 
commissioned  as  non-commissioned,  are  to  he  chosen  bv 
tlie  men  who  compose  the  Company.  We  arc  your  hum- 
ble servants. 

By  oui!.r  of  the  Cummiilee. 


Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

The  Resolutionsof  the  Committee  of  Cambridge,  Hoo- 
sack,  and  Bennington,  on  the  -id  and  7th  days  ol'  August 
last,  weie  read  and  filed,  and  are  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit  : 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  District  of  Cam- 
bridge, Iloosack,  and  Bennington,  he\d  at  Mr.  H'uite's,  in 
{VaUumscock,  on  Thursday,  the  ."Jd  oi'  August,  117.^: 

"Voted,   1st.   Chose  Mr.  Nathan  C'/rrrA,-,  Chairman. 

"  'id.  jMoses  Robinson,  Clerk. 

"'■id.  T'oted.  That  it  is  the  0|)inion  of  this  Committee 
that  the  Civil  l^avv  be  continued  as  heretofore,  and  that 
they  will  do  what  they  can  to  encourage  the  same,  by  as- 
sisting officers  to  othciate  in  their  respective  offices,  as  cir- 
cumslance.s  may  call  for,  until  the  Continental  or  Provincial 
Congress  shall  see  tit  to  advise  otherwise. 

"1th.  To  adjourn  this  meeting  till  Monday,  the  7th  of 
this  instant,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  John  Rensselaer,  in  Sancoyock. 

"  Being  luet  at  the  time  appointed  : 

"  M.   Chose  Captain  John  Hood,  Chairman. 

"  -2(1.  !l:uing  taken  into  consideration  the  alarming  afi'air 
that  lali.'ly  hap|)ened  in  this  place,  which  occasioned  the 
death  of  one  man,  and  another  wounded,  we  find  that  cer- 
tain wicked  and  vicious  persons,  to  gratify  their  revenge  of 
a  certain  private  (piarrel,  seduced  others,  under  a  pretence 
of  defending  the  Country's  liberty,  to  join  them  in  night- 
walking,  house-breaking,  and  assaulting  men's  persons  in 
a  violent  manner;  and  on  mature  deliberation  had  on  the 
preiiiises,  came  to  the  following  Resolutions  : 

"  1st.  That  we  disapprove  and  protest  against  all  such 
unlawful  assemblies  on  any  such  occasion,  unless  judged 
necessary  by  the  major  part  of  the  Cojiimittec  of  the  said 
Town  or  District. 

"'2d.  That  the  Law  have  its  full  power  against  all  such 
offenders,  as  heretofore. 

"  3d.  That  we  will  assist  Magistrates  antl  Constables  in 
the  due  execution  of  their  offices,  as  occasion  may  call  lor 
or  require,  until  the  sense  of  our  ('ontinenlal  or  Provincial 
Convention  can  be  obtained,  whose  advice  and  direction  in 
this  important  affair  we  most  earnestly  implore. 

"  4th.  That  if  any  person  is  suspected  to  be  a  Tory,  or 
an  enemy  to  his  Country,  they  are  to  be  complained  of 
unto  the  Committee  of  the  District  or  Town  in  which  such 
])erson  or  persons  may  reside  ;  and  that  said  Committee 
cite  said  person  or  persons  to  come  before  them  ;  and  the 
complainant,  also,  is  then  to  appear  with  his  evidence  fur 
trial.  John  Wood,  Chairman. 

••  .S.incoj-ock,  August  7,  177j." 

A  Letter  to  the  said  Committee  of  Cambridge,  Iloosack, 
and  Bennington,  was  read  antl  approved,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

lu  C'oininittce  of  SaC'ly,  dnrinjrthe  r.-iccss  of  the  Congrr'ss  for  tlie  i* 
Colony  of  Nuw-York,  September  14,  177.7.       s 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  received  your  Resolutions  of 
the  :jd  and  7th  of  August,  and  are  very  glad  to  observe 
your  determination  to  assist  and  support  the  Civil  Magis- 
trates in  the  execution  of  their  offices.  We  are  firmly  per- 
suaded that  you  will  exert  yourselves  to  |)revent  all  unlaw- 
ful riots,  and  [irotect  all  those  who  have  signed  the  Asso- 
ciation in  their  persons  and  properties,  and  the  Courts  in 
the  full  exercise  of  their  powers  in  the  administration  of 
justice.     We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servants. 

B)  order. 
To  the  Committee  of  Cambridge,  Iloosack,  and  Benning- 
ton. 

Ordtred,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

The  Connniitee  adjourned  till  four  o'clock,  in  the  after- 


n..'  .luvis,  Ito  ho.  p.  M.,  .Sei,l.ui!.  r  14,  177.7. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment :  Present : 
Jidin  Ilaring,  Esip,  Chairman,  and  Commissioner  for 

Orauij;e  (_'ounty. 

For  New-York,  Joseph  IlaUett,  James  Beekman,  Colonel 
McDouu^all,  Jacobus  Van  Zandt. 

Fur  .\lbany,  Francis  Nicull. 
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For  DuTCHKSi,  Gilbert  LiciniriUm. 

For  Ricii.MOM),  Aaron  Corltli/ou. 

I'^or  Qleen's  John  Foster,  John  illo.ss  Iluhiirt. 

For  Tryon,  Isaac  Scars. 

For  CuMUKKLANP,  ffilHam  fVilliams. 

Mr.  Elias  Niion,  of  the  City  of  Neir-York,  Merchant, 
haviii"  occasion  to  no  into  Boston  to  ohtain  ])a_\  ijil'tU  oI 
Moneys  due  to  liini,  has  requested  our  permission  to  pro- 
ceed there. 

The  Committee  hereby  siijnify  their  consent  to  Mr.  Nit- 
ons going  to  Boston  ;  and  the  Committee  being  by  several 
of  tiieir  |)rescnt  Members  well  informed  and  assured  that 
Mr.  jSixon  has,  on  all  occasions,  shown  himself  a  warm  and 
zealous  friend  to  the  liberties  of  his  Country,  and  approved 
iiimself  a  good  citizen,  do  recommend  him  accordingly. 

The  residue  of  this  afternoon  spent  in  considering  and 
examining  sundry  Accounts  on  which  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  desired  advice,  and  in  fdling  up  some  Military 
Commissions. 

The  CommiUce  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Die  WiK-ris,  9  l,o.  A.  M.,  S,.picii,l„T  l.'>,  177'.. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjomnnieut.   Present: 

John  Hiirimr,   Esq.,  Chairman,   and  Commissioner   for 
Orange  County. 
For  l\t:w-YoHK,  Mr.  Beckman,  Mr.  J'an  Z««r/^  Colonel 

JL/s7)e7!«r(/,  Colonel  McDougall,   Mr.   John   Ian  fori- 

landt. 
For  Albany,  Major  Nicoll. 
For  Dutchess,  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Westchester,  William  Paulding. 
For  Richmond,  Aaron  Cortclijou. 
For  King's,  Henry  Jl'illiams. 
For  Suffolk,  John  Sloss  Ilnbart. 
For  CuMBEKLANo,  ll'illiinu  IVitliams. 

Ordered,  'J'hat  Adnlph  Ifaldron,  al  Jh-ookli/n  Vcny, 
deliver  to  John  Cornell  the  Horse  of  the  said  Cornell,  left 
al  Mr.  H'aldron's  stable  by  George  Nicholson. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Cornell  and  George 
Nicholson  attend  on  this  Committee  innncdialely. 

Mr.  John  Griffith,  by  reason  of  the  indisposition  of  his 
family,  having  declined  going  to  view  the  Lead  Mines, 

Ordered,  That  John  McDonald  be  furnished  with  five 
Dollars,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  Thomas  Paliner''s,  at 
Netvbiirgh,  to  examine  the  Lead  Mines  claimed  by  the 
said  Palmer,  or  belonging  to  him,  and  report  the  value  and 
slate  of  said  Mines  to  this  Committee,  and  account  to  this 
Committee  how  the  said  money  shall  be  expended,  and 
pay  the  balance  to  this  Committee,  or  their  order,  \\  hen 
demanded  ;  and  that  a  Letter  be  wrote  to  ilie  said  Thomas 
Palmer  on  that  suh)ect. 

And  Ordered,  that  Peter  V.  B.  Liringston,  Ksi|.. 
advance  forty  Shillings  to  the  said  John  McDonald,  and 
take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  said  Thomas  Pidmcr  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  follouini;,  to  wit ; 

In  Coinmitff  of  Saloly  fur  tlip  C.lnny  „f  \.-u-Vo,k,  / 

Sin:  We  have  been  informed  that  you  aie  pro|)iielor  of 
a  lead  mine,  which  you  esteem  valuable,  and  that  you 
wanted  a  proper  person  to  work,  manage,  and  direct  the 
same.  In  confidence  that  our  information  is  true,  we  send 
to  you  the  bearer,  Mr.  John  Mr  Donald,  who  came  here 
well  recommended  as  a  good  ;inl-t  in  h  :iil  mines,  and  a 
jH'oper  judge  of  the  appearau'e^  and  xalue  of  such  mines. 
If  youriiiine  is  valuable,  and  you  should  think  III  to  open 
and  work  it,  we  will  contract  with  you  fir  a  coiisiili  laMe 
quantity,  at  such  price  as  may  be  reasonabli  . 

We  are.  Sir,  your  hund.le 'scrvani-.. 
IJy  order  of  the  Comniiiiec. 
Mr.  Thomas  Palmer. 

Ordrnd,  Th;.!  a  ropv  thereof  he  en^n^.rd.  and  sii^ned 
iiy  the  Chairman  of  the"  ( 'ommillee,  and  Iransnnll.d.  " 

John  Cornell  anil  George  Mcholson,  allenchng  at  the 
door,  were  called  in  and  heard. 

Ordered,  That  John  Cornell's  Tforse  be  delivered  to 
him,  but  that  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  an\  horse  hire  or 
j-ay  fjr  the  use  of  his  Horse. 


A,i<l  Agreed,  That  !\Ir.  Waldron  ought  to  be  paid  for 
keeping  the  said  Horse  ;  and  that  Mr.  Henry  H'illiams  call 
on  .Mr.  li'aldrem,  and  pay  him,  and  bring  in  the  account  to 
this  Con<miliee. 

Mr.  Ilol/art  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Henry 
11  iliiams,  that  Commissions  be  immediately  issued  to  Cap- 
tain Anthony  Rutgers's  Company  of  Artillery.  The  ques- 
tion being  |)ut  thereon,  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  Thai  Colonel  Lasher  be  requested  to  cause  a 
Return  to  be  made  and  delivered  to  this  Committee,  of  the 
Odicers  of  his  Battalion,  with  all  convenient  speed,  in  or- 
der to  be  commissioned. 

A  Letter  from  the  Friends,  or  people  usually  called 
Quakers,  was  read  and  filed.  They  thereby  allege  that 
they  cannot  make  a  return  to  this  Committee  of  all  their 
males  from  sixteen  to  sixty,  consistent  with  their  relii'ious 
principles. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  reserved  for  the  con- 
sideration of  die  Provincial  Congress. 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Die  Veneris,  4lo  l.o.  1".  M  ,  S,-,,ioi.il>er  If.,  1775. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment.   Present: 

John  Haring,  Esq.,  Chairman,  and  Commissioner  for 
Oranise  County. 
For  iNiiw-YouK,  Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  John 

Can  Cortlandl,  Mr.  Beekman. 
For  Albany,  Major  Nicoll. 
For  Westchester,  ^Villiam  Paulding. 
For  Richmond,  Colonel  Cortelyou. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Hobart. 
For  Cumberland,  Mr.  H'illiam  H'illiams. 

The  Committee  unanimously  agreed  to  consider  their 
(Jrtler  of  the  12lh  instant,  appointing  a  Commiitee  to  pro- 
euie  Gunpowder  and  Arms:  and  after  some  time  spent 
theiein,  they  agreed  to  continue  the  said  Order,  with  the 
fjllowing  amendments,  to  wit: 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Jacobus  fan  Zandt,  Henry 
Bemsen,  and  Lewis  Pintard,  he  a  Coimnittee  to  employ 
a  Vessel,  and  despatch  her,  with  proper  direciious  to  [lur- 
chase  Gunpowder  and  Anns. 

And  Ordered,  Thai  those  Gentlemen  be  supplied  with 
Four  Thousand  Pounds,  by  Peter  I  'an  Brut^h  Livingston, 
Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  for  that 
purpose. 

And  Ordered,  Thai  those  Gentlemen  give  directions  lo 
purchase  Muskets,  and  not  more  than  seven  hundred,  if 
Powder  can  be  obtained,  and  lo  invest  the  residue  of  the 
iiujney  in  (junpowder;  and  if  iMuskels  are  not  to  be  ob- 
tained, then  lo  lay  out  the  whole  money  in  Gunpowder; 
if  no  Gunpowder  is  lo  be  had,  that  they  direct  the  whole 
mnney  lo  be  laid  out  in  Muskets;  if  neither  Gunpowder 
nor  Muskets  are  to  be  obtained,  that  they  direct  the  whole 
money  to  be  laid  out  in  Salljietre ;  if  Saltpetre  cannot  be 
purchased,  that  they  direct  twenty  tons  of  Lead  to  be  pur- 
chased, and  the  residue  of  the  money  invested  in  two  and 
one-half  and  three-point  Blankets,  fil  for  a  Soldier  lo  cover 
himself  with  and  wrap  himself  in  ;  and  if  Blankets  cannot 
be  procured,  that  they  direct  the  money  lo  be  invested  in 
such  coarse  Woollens  as  arc  fit  for  Soldiers'  coats — the 
Cloths  to  be  blue,  brown,  or  drab  colours. 

Anil  Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  this  entry  be  a 
suflicient  warrant  to  the  said  Peter  I'an  Brugh  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  as  Treasurer  as  aforesaid,  lo  deliver  lo  the 
(jenllemen  before  named  the  sum  of  Four  Thousand 
Pountls,  for  the  purjioses  abovcmentioned. 

The  Committee  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  iheii 
Resolve  or  Older  of  the  l-2tli  instant,  for  making  of  li\e 
Brass  Field-Pieces:  and  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  and 
on  examination  of  the  accomils  of  the  sundry  charges  of  the 
Bra-;s  (uin  already  made,  the  C'ommittee  conceived  four 
Sliillinu's  pnr  pound  t„o  Wv'U  a  prire  for  Brass  Guns. 

Ord.rv.l,  'I'liat  .Mr.  Can  Zandt  treat  wiih  .fames  Byers 
on  that  suhjecl. 

George  Nicholson  having  requested  that  this  Committee 
might  apply  to  Thomas  Johnson,  IViUiam  /'ircn,  and  Snm- 
uil  Chase,  Esquires,  Delegates  from  Maryland,  for  his 
character, 
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A  draught  of  a  Letter  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

III  Committee  of  Safot}'  for  tlic  Colony  of  New-York,  } 
Soptei.iber  15,  177.5.  \ 

Gentlemen  :  A  stranger,  who  calls  himself  Dr.  George 
Nicholson,  is  now  in  this  City.  He  has  given  some  im- 
portant intelligence,  which  has  raised  him  some  enemies 
here.  He  tells  us,  gentlemen,  that  yon  are  ac(iuainted 
with  him,  and  he  has  requested  us  to  write  to  you  for  his 
character.  As  we  would  choose  to  be  well  informed  with 
respect  to  this  gentleman's  character,  that  his  iiiforination 
may  have  its  proper  weight,  we  therefore  pray  you  to  let 
us  know,  by  a  line,  liis  true  political  character,  and  what 
dependance  we  may  have  on  his  veracity. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  yom-  most  obe- 
dient humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 
To  Thomas  Johnson,  JVUliam  Pac<(,  and  Siimucl  C/tasc, 

Esquires,  Delegates  from  the  Colony  of  Marijlmiil ,  at 

Congress,  Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  transmitted. 

The  Committee  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning.  

Die  Sabbali,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  Sr|jteiiiber  IH,  1775. 

The  Committee  met  ])ursuant  to  adjournment :   Present : 

John  Having,  Esq.,  Chairman,  and   Commissioner  for 
Oranse  County. 
For  New-Yohk,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  McDuiigaU,  xMr. 

Roosevelt. 
For  Albany,  Major  Nicoll. 
For  Dutchess,  GilUrt  Livingston. 
For  Westchester,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Ulster,  Isaac  Roosevelt. 
For  Richmond,  Colonel  Cortehjou. 
For  King's,  Henry  fVilliams. 
For  Suffolk,  John  Foster,  John  Sloss  Hobart. 
For  Chaulotte,  David  IVatkins. 
For  Cumberland,  William  Jf'illiams. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  T.  Curtenias  call  on  Captain 
Beauman,  and  receive  from  him  five  Small-Arms,  which 
were  taken  from  on  board  of  the  North  River  Sloop  seized 
by  Colonel  Lasher;  that  he  have  them  valued,  and  put  in 
proper  order  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  raised  by  this  Co- 
lony. 

A  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Jl'oosier,  of  this  day, 
was  read  and  tiled,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Camp  at  Harlem,  September  15,  1775. 

"Sir:  1  have  before  me  the  order  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  the  13th  instant,  directing  me  to  order  a  full 
Company  of  the  Troops  under  my  command  to  proceed  to 
the  Fortifications  erecting  on  tlie  banks  ol'  Hudson's  River, 
in  the  Highlands,  to  be  employed  there  in  erecting  and 
guarding  the  same.  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  Sic,  I  have  lately  received  instructions 
from  Genera!  Washington,  consistent  with  which  I  cannot 
disperse  my  Troops,  unless  ordered  by  him  or  the  Conti- 
nental Congress;  therefore,  think  it 'necessary  that  the 
order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  upon  which  yours  is 
]5redicated,  should  be  sent  to  me,  before  I  can  determine 
whether  to  order  a  Company  to  the  Highlands  or  not.  1 
have  no  objections  to  employing  my  Troops  in  any  service 
tliat  shall  he  judged  of  publick  utility,  consistent  with  my 
orders. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  with  truth  and  regard,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  "       ,  '  „, 

"  Da\  ID    W  OOSTF.K. 

"To  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Brigadier-General  Wooster  was 
read  and  apjiroved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  during  tlie  recess  of  the  Provincial  } 
Congress,  New-York,  September  IG,  1775.       i. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  favour  of  yesterday,  we  enclose 
you  the  order  of  the  Continental  Congress  respecting  the 
marching  of  the  Troops  under  your  command  into  this 
Colony,  and  the  dispersion  of  them  after  their  arrival  ;  bv 
which  you  will  see  that  it  was  expected  that  those  Troops 
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should  occupy  such  posts  in  the  Colony  as  the  Provincial 
Congress  should  judge  necessary  to  be  taken. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  most  humble  sei- 
vant^. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
To  Brigadier-General  Wuoster. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and,  together  with  a  certified  copy  of 
the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Conuress  of  the  IGtli 
of  June  last,  be  delivered  to  the  General's  Secretary,  now 
in  waiting. 

Whereas  a  great  number  of  the  men  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
tinental service  in  this  Colony  are  destitute  of  Arms,  and, 
in  order  to  carry  into  execution  the  Resolutions  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  those 
Troops  armed  ;  and  whereas  every  method  to  hire  or 
purchase  Arms,  hitherto  attempted,  lias  failed  to  procure  a 
sufllcient  number  of  Arms  for  the  said  Troops,  and  the  only 
method  remaining  is  to  impress  Arms  for  their  use  : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  all  such  Arms  as  are  fit  for  the 
use  of  the  Troops  raised  in  this  Colony,  wliicli  shall  be 
found  in  the  hands  or  custody  of  any  person  who  has  not 
signed  the  General  Association  in  this  Colony,  sliall  be  im- 
pressed for  the  use  of  the  said  Troops. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  person  or  persons  who  shall 
have  the  charge  of  the  carrying  this  Resolution  into  exe- 
cution in  each  County,  shall  direct  all  the  Arms,  that  shall 
be  so  impressed,  to  be  collected  at  some  place  in  the  Coun- 
ty where  they  are  impressed,  and  there  valued  and  appraised 
by  three  indiflerent  men  of  reputation  of  the  County;  any 
two  of  whom  agreeing,  shall  be  sufiicient  to  ascertain  the 
price.  That  an  account  be  kept  from  whom  evei'y  Mus- 
ket, Gun,  or  Firelock,  so  impressed,  shall  have  been  taken, 
and  each  such  Gun,  Musket,  or  Firelock,  caused  to  be 
marked  with  the  initial  letter  of  the  name  of  the  County 
where  it  is  imjiressed,  and  numbered — the  numbers  follow 
each  other  successively;  and  that  the  same  be  entered  in  n 
book  provided  for  that  purpose,  with  the  name  of  the  owner 
opposite  to  the  number  marked  on  each  iMuskel,  Gun,  or 
Firelock,  respectively. 

And  Ordered,  That  a  Certificate,  specifying  the  value 
and  the  mark  of  the  Musket,  Gun,  or  Firelock,  so  im- 
pressed, appraised,  and  marked,  shall  be  signed  by  the 
appraisers  and  impressers,  which  shall  entitle  the  owner 
thereof  to  receive  the  appraised  value  from  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony;  provided  the 
same  be  not  returned  at  or  before  tlie  conclusion  of  the 
present  unhappy  controver.sy  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  L'nited  Colonies.  And  that  an  Account,  signed  by  the 
said  appraisers  and  impressers,  of  all  such  Muskets,  Guns, 
and  Firelocks,  so  impressed,  shall  be  sent  forthwith  to  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  either  of  them, 
to  be  filed  ;  and  that  all  the  Muskets,  Guns,  and  Firelocks, 
so  impressed,  on  Nassau-Island,  be  delivered,  without  de- 
lay, to  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  the  Commissary  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  this  Colony,  and  those  that  shall  be 
impressed  in  the  other  Counties  of  this  Colony,  to  be  de- 
posited with  their  respective  Committees,  subject  to  the 
order  of  tlie  said  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  said  Ca|)tains  of  the  respective 
Companies  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  the  Troops  of  this 
Colony,  who  are  now  in  Suffolk  County,  be  authorized  to 
carry  these  Resolutions  into  execution  in  Queen's  County. 
That  Col.  Lasher  be  requested  to  send  two  or  more  Com- 
panies of  his  Battalion,  to  give  such  assistance  in  Queen's 
County  as  may  be  neces'^ary,  at  such  time,  and  to  sucli 
place  or  places,  as  Colonel  McDougall  and  John  Sloss  Ho- 
bart, Es(|.,  shall  direct  or  advise. 

And  Ordered,  farther,  Tliat  the  Cliairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  Captain  Dutchcr,  with  such  draughts  from  the 
Militia  as  he  shall  think  necessary,  or  with  the  assistance  ol 
some  of  General  JVooster's  Troops,  be  enabled  to  carry  the 
said  Resolutions  into  effect  in  Westchester  County;  and  that 
these  Resolutions  be  carried  into  execution  in  every  other 
County  by  the  Chairman  of  the  County  Committee,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Alilitia  Officers,  who  are  hereby  ordered 
to  be  aiding  therein  with  such  parts  of  the  IMililia  as  each 
such  Cliairman  shall  think  necessarv. 
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And  Ordered,  That  the  several  persons  wlio  shall  be  dis- 
armed by  virtue  of  tlie  above  Resolutions, shall  be  exempted 
from  doing  duty  in  the  .Militia,  as  ordered  by  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  this  Colony. 

And  farther  Ordered,  That  in  case  any  of  the  Non-As- 
sociators  aforesaid,  shall  resist  those  persons  authorized  to 
put  these  Resolutions  into  execution,  they  (the  persons 
hereby  authorized  to  put  in  execution  the  above  Resolves) 
are  hereby  authorized  to  rejiel  force  by  force,  and  to  take 
into  custody  such  person  or  persons,  so  resisting,  and  cause 
him  or  them  to  be  brought  before  this  Committee,  or  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony. 

The  Committee  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning.  

Die  Solis,  0  lio.  A.  M.,  S,|.lumlK-r  17,  177.'). 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present : 
For  Nkvv-Yohk,  Mr.  fan  Zaiult,  Colonel  McDoug(dl. 
For  Albany,  Mr.  IS  i  col  I. 
For  Dutchess,  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Westchkster,  nUliam  I'ntdding. 
For  King's,  Mr.  Henry  Williams. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Hoiart,  Mr.  Foster. 
For  Ci:mbekland,  Major  Williams. 
For  Charlotte,  Mr.  Watkins. 

The  Chairman  being  absent,  Mr.  Henry  Williams  was 
chosen  Chairman  i>rn  tempore. 

Mr.  William  Rcmscn,  of  the  City  oi  Ncw-Yorlc,  Mer- 
chant, and  Mr.  John  A.  Remsen,  of  the  said  City,  Mer- 
chant, each  of  them  a  Lieutenant  in  a  Militia  Company  in 
lliis  City,  intending  to  proceed  to  Cambridge,  applied  for 
Certificates  from  this  Committee.  A  draught  of  a  Certifi- 
cate for  that  purpose  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Connnitt -e  of  Sallly  for  the  Colony  of  New-York,  ; 
September  17,  1775.       i, 

Tn  all  to  whom  these  jvesents  shall  come  or  may  concern  : 
These  are  to  certify  that  the  bearer,  Mr.  John  A.  Rcm- 
scn, of  the  City  of  Nerv-York,  Merchant,  who  intends  to 
proceed  as  far  as  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  is  a  gentleujan 
of  good  character  and  reputation,  and  lately  elected  an  ofti- 
cer  in  one  of  the  Militia  Companies  in  the  City  of  New- 
York,  in  pursuance  of  the  regulations  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  this  Colony,  and  is  esteemed  a  son  of  liberty 
among  the  friends  to  their  Country  in  this  place. 
By  order  of  the  Conmiittee. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  attested  by  one  of  the  Secretaries, 
and  delivered  to  the  said  John  A.  Remsen ;  and  that  another 
Certificate,  mutatis  mutandis,  be  made  and  signed  by  the 
Chairman,  and  attested  by  one  of  the  Secretaries,  and  de- 
livered to  William  Remsen. 

A  Letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Conmiittee  oC Rom- 
louts  Precinct,  in  Dtitchcss  County,  and  copies  of  sundry 
Certificates  relating  to  Arms  procured  for  the  Troops  raised 
in  this  Colony  by  the  Committee  of  I?»/r/icss  County,  were 
read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  postponed  till  to-morrow 
morning. 

Return  of  Officers  chosen  for  Beat  IVo.  -^9,  to  wit :  Cap- 
tain, Snm2)son  Benson  ;  First  Lieutenant,  John  Meyer ;  Se- 
cond Lieutenant,  John  Sickles,  Jun.;  Ensign,  Abraham 
Bussing — was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-mor- 
row iiioiniiig.  

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present: 
John  Haring,  Esriiiire,  Chairman,  and  Commissioner  for 

Orange  County. 

For  New-Yohk,  Mr.  J'an  Zandt,  Mr.  .fohn  J'an  Cortlandt, 
Colonel  McDougall. 

For  Albany,  MajoV  j\7ro//. 

For  Dl-tchi-.ss,  Mr.  (lilbert  Livingston. 

For  VVestchi-.stei-.,  Mr.  J'aiddin^. 

For  KiN.;'s.  Mr.  Jlrnry  Williams,  Mr.  Covcnhovcn. 

For  SI.KF01.K,  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  llobart. 


For  Cumberland,  Mr.  William  Williams. 
For  Charlotte,  David  Jl'atkins. 

A  Report  of  the  Resolves  of  the  Committee  o( Kingston, 
in  Ulster  County,  of  the  5th  inst.,  and  of  the  Rejiort  made 
thereon  to  the  said  Committee  on  the  6th  inst.,  were  read 
and  filed,  and  are  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Kings- 
ton, on  Tuesday,  the  5th  day  of  Sejitember,  1775: 

"  Mr.  Egbert  Dumond  reported  to  this  Committee  that 
ho  was  credibly  informed  that  Christian  Bergh,  Jun.'s, 
Sloop,  of  Dutchess  County,  now  lying  near  the  east  shore 
of  Iludson^s  River,  is  now  taking  a  freight  on  board,  in 
order  to  sujiply  the  King's  Troops  or  the  ^len  of  \Var  now 
lying  at  Neiv-  York. 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended,  and  it  is  hereby 
accordingly  recommended,  that  Captain  JoAn  Elmendorph, 
with  a  suflicient  number  of  men,  lielonging  to  his  Com- 
pany, or  any  other,  go  and  take  the  said  Sloop,  and  bring 
lier  to  the  landing  of  this  Town,  at  the  Roundout  Creek. 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  A'i'yi^s- 
ton,  on  Wednesday,  the  Gtli  day  of  September,  1775: 

"Captain  John  Elmendorph  reported  to  the  Committee 
that  he,  and  the  men  who  went  with  liiin,  had  taken  tjie 
abovesaid  Sloop  Sarah,  of  Christian  Bergh,  Junior,  and 
brought  her  safe  to  the  Esojnis  Landing,  agreeable  to  the 
above  Resolve;  and  also  delivered  an  inventory  of  what 
they  found  on  board  the  said  Sloop,  to  wit:  two  anchors 
and  two  old  cables  ;  one  old  main  slieet ;  one  old  main  jib 
sheet ;  one  small  feather  bed  ;  three  old  blankets  ;  one  small 
fire  tongs;  one  small  iron  pot  and  trammel;  six  ropes,  be- 
longing to  her  sheets,  k.c.;  one  small  auger;  one  sheet 
block. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  above  Sloop  be  laid  up,  and  that  her 
rigging  and  goods,  above  specified,  be  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Tunis  Hoghteling,  until  such  time  as  it  shall  be 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  or  this  Committee  ;  and  that  the  above 
proceedings  be  transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  Safely,  now 
sitting  aliS'ew-York. 

"  A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes: 

"JosEi'H  Gashekie,  Clerk." 

A  I,etter  from  the  said  Committee  of  Kingston,  in  Ul- 
ster County,  covering  their  proceedings  relating  lo  Bergh^s 
Sloop,  was  also  read  and  filed. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Kingston,  in 
Ulster  County,  was  read  and  apjiroved  of,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Xew-Vork,  Scpteml.tT  Ifi,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Resolves  of  the  Committee  of  Kings- 
ton, of  5th  current,  are  before  us.  In  answer  to  the  let- 
ter accompanying  the  same  Resolves,  all  we  can  say  is,  that 
as  the  evidence  relating  to  the  fact  of  Bergh' s  Sloop  load- 
ing, or  intending  to  load,  to  sujiply  our  enemies,  must  lie 
w  itli  \ou,  we  sliall  leave  the  matter  entirely  to  your  di- 
rection. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 
Johannes  Slcght,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Kingston. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

A  Letter  from  General  Woosttr,  of  the  17tli  iiist.,  was 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit ; 

"  Camj)  at  Ilai-lcm,  September  17,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  received  your  favour  of  yesterday,  en- 
closing the  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  say,  in 
answer,  the  order  was  given  the  IGth./xHc,  which  was  be- 
fore the  Continental  Forces  were  properly  organized.  Since 
that  time,  the  Congress  have  ordered  about  two-thirds  of 
my  Tioo|)s  to  the  northward  ;  and  should  I  divide  the  re- 
maining few  into  detached  parties,  scattered  about  the  coun- 
try, and  any  disagreeable  conser|uei)ces  should  follow  fiom 
it,  (as  my  orders  from  General  Washington  are  to  be  here,) 
it  might,  possibly,  be  difticult  for  me  to  vindicate  my  con- 
duct. 

"  I  have  authority  to  say  that  no  Provincial  Congress 
can.  with  aiiv  propriety ,  interfere  in  the  disposition  of  Coii- 
tiiicnliil  Troops,  inueli  less  control  the  orders  of  any  Gene- 
ral Oliicer.     If  the   Continental   Congress,  or  the  Com- 
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inander-in-Cliief,  tliiiik  proper  to  employ  the  wliole  or  a 
part  of  the  Troops  under  [iiy  coinuiand  in  erecting  and 
defending  batteries  at  the  Higiilands,  or  elseuliere,  1  shall 
ex|)ect  their  orders  direct,  and  no  man  will  with  greater 
alacrity  obey  the  .lawful  summons. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  '■  Davih  Wou^tkr. 
"  To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Nctv-  York." 

Ordered,  That  certified  copies  of  all  the  Letters  between 
General  IVooster  and  this  Committee,  relative  to  his  send- 
ing up  an  hundred  of  his  men  to  assist  in  erecting  the  For- 
tifications in  the  Highlands,  and  a  certified  copy  of  the  lie- 
solve  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  that  a  Letter  be 
wrote  to  the  Continental  Congress  on  that  subject. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  T.  Curtenius  be  desired  to  |)ur- 
chase,  immediately,  one  hundred  pair  of  Pistols  and  two 
hundred  Cutlasses,  and  forward  the  same  to  Ticonderoga 
with  all  possible  despatch. 

The  Petition  of  Daniel  Dean  and  others,  of  YonJcers, 
praying  that  John  Cock  may  be  appointed  their  Captain, 
was  read  and  filed. 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  P.  ftL 

4  ho.  P.  M.,  IMoiiday,  Soptcin',.  r  18,  177.5. 

The  following  Members  met  [lursuant  to  adjournment, 
viz : 

John  Haring,  Esquire,  Chairman,  and  Commissioner  for 
Orange  County. 

For  New- York,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Colonel  McDougall. 
For  Albany,  Major  Nicoll. 
For  Dutchess,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Westchester,  Mr.  Favlding. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Hohart,  Mr.  Foster. 
For  Cumberland,  William  Williams. 

No  other  Members  appearing,  and  not  having  a  sufticient 
number  to  form  the  Committee,  they  agreed  to  meet  here 
lo-morrow  morning,  at  nine  o'clock  ;  and  the  afternoon  was 
spent  in  filling  up  commissions  for  the  Militia,  and  in  exam- 
ining the  plans  and  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  Forti- 
fications in  the  Highlands. 

Di.-  Mai-tis.  U  lie.  \.  M.,  Se|>t«n.b.T  19,  1775. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.   Present : 
.lohn  Haring,  Esquire,  Chairman,  and  Commissioner  for 
Orange  County. 
For  New-York,  iVlr.  F  «?(  Zandt,   Mr.  Beckman,  Colonel 

McDougall,  Mr.  Scott. 
For  Albany,  Major  AVco//. 
For  Dutchess,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Westchester,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  King's,  Mr.  Henri/  Ji'illiams'. 
For  Queen's,  Colonel  Blackiccll. 
For  Suffolk,  ftlr.  Foster,  Mr.  Hobart. 
For  Cumberland,  Mr.  Williams. 
For  Charlotte,  Mr.  Watkins. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  Captains  in  the  Third  Re- 
giment, to  wit :  Daniel  Grijfin,  John  Hulbert,  and  John 
Grennell,  do  respectively  send  such  Arms  of  their  respec- 
tive Companies,  as  need  repairs,  to  the  Gunsnjilhs  in  this 
City,  to  be  repaired;  and  that  each  of  the  said  Captains 
ilo  sign  an  account,  certifying  the  particular  repairs  made 
to  each  Gun,  Musket,  or  Firelock,  in  their  respective  Com- 
panies, and  send  the  same  to  this  Coiimiitiee  of  Safety,  or 
deliver  it  to  the  respective  Gunsmiths  who  shall  have  made 
such  repairs. 

A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  of 
the  16th  instant,  received  by  express  yesterday  afternoon, 
covering  a  Commission  for  Colonel  Flcmming,  and  accom- 
(lanying  four  hundred  blank  Commissions,  was  read  and 
tiled,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Pliilatlelijliia,  September  IG,  177o. 

"Sir:  Herewith  I  transmit  you  a  commission  for  Mr. 
Flemming,  Deputy  Adjutant-General,  with  the  rank  of 
Colonel,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  your  Con- 
gress, which  1  have  dated  the  day  of  his  appointment.  1 
also  forward  you  four  hundred  connnissions  for  the  officers 
of  your  forces,  under  the  command  of  General  Schuyler, 


which  you  will  please  to  have  regidarly  filled  up  with  the 
names  of  those  gentlemen  who  were  appointed  by  your 
Congress,  and  transmit  them  to  General  Schuyler,  to  be  de- 
liveied  them.  You  will  observe  they  are  not  dated.  You 
will  please  to  supply  the  dales  according  to  the  time  of  the 
appointment  of  each,  as  their  pay  should  connnence  fiom 
that  time;  and  as  1  was  not  furnished  with  the  list  of  the 
names  nor  the  time,  was  obliged  to  give  you  the  trouble 
of  completing  the  conmiissions  ;  you  will  please  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  them. 

"  1  ha\e  noll)ing  in  chaige  tiom  Congress  to  conununi- 
cate  ;  when  I  have,  )  ou  shall  he  early  acquainted  there- 
with. 

"  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  esteem.  Sir,  yoin 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"John  Hancock,  Presiilent. 
"  Hon.  /'.  T'.  B.  Livingston,  Es(j.,  kc." 

A  draught  of  an  answer  to  the  Honom'alile  John  Han- 
cock was  read  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted  by  the  express  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, now  in  waiting. 

The  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  eroding  Fortifications 
in  the  Highlands,  delivered  in  yesterday,  P.  M.,  by  Bernard 
Romans,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  honourable  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  to  cover  three  plans  and  estimate  of  the  For- 
tifications erecting  at  the  Highlands,  and  the  copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  this  Committee  and  General  ff'oos- 
ter,  on  that  subject,  was  read  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  tliercof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted  with  the  copies  there 
mentionetl. 

His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  the  City  o{ New- York,  at- 
tending at  the  door,  was  called  in,  and  informed  the  Com- 
mittee that  his  Excellency  Governour  Tryon  sent  for  him 
yesterday,  and  informed  him  that  he  received  a  letter  from 
Lord  Dartmouth,  informing  him  that  orders  had  been  given 
to  the  commanders  of  His  Majesty's  ships  in  yimenco,  that 
in  case  any  more  Troops  should  be  raised,  or  any  fortifi- 
cations erected,  or  any  of  His  Majesty's  stores  taken,  that 
the  commanders  of  the  ships  of  war  should  consider  such 
Cities  or  places  in  a  state  of  rebellion. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Beverly  Robinson,  Esq.,  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  September  19, 1775. 

Sir:  By  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  founded  on 
the  necessities  of  the  present  times,  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  this  Colony  has  undertaken  to  erect  a  fortification  on 
your  land,  opposite  to  the  West  Point,  in  the  Highlands. 
As  the  Provincial  Congress  by  no  means  intend  to  invade 
pri\ate  property,  this  Committee,  in  their  recess,  have 
thought  proper  to  request  you  to  put  a  reasonable  price 
upon  the  whole  point  of  dry  land  or  Island,  called  Mur- 
telaers  Rock  Island;  which  price,  if  they  approve  of  it, 
they  are  ready  to  pay  you  for  it. 

W^e  are.  Sir,  your  humble  servants. 
To  Beverly  Robinson,  Esq.,  at  his  seat  iu  the  Highlands. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signeil 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

The  Affidavits  oi' Isaac  Green  and  George  Hadlcy,  sworn 
before  Gilbert  Drake  on  the  Mtli  instant,  were  read  and 
filed. 

The  said  Affidavits  prove  that  ./o/(«  Coc/f,  lately  elected 
Captain  of  a  Company  of  Militia,  at  the  Yonkers,  in  West- 
chester County,  had  damned  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
this  Colony,  and  spoke  disiespectfully  of  them.  The  Com- 
mittee, considering  these  Affidavits,and  the  former  Affidavit 
of  George  Hadley,  and  the  Letter  of  the  Conmiiltee  from 
Westchester  on  that  subject,  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  very 
improper  togive  Jo/iH  Cock  a  commission,  and  that  a  new 
election  should  be  held  for  the  Officers  of  that  Company. 

Thereupon,  a  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of 
Yonkers  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

111  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  Septembtr  10,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Having  considered  your  report,  and  also 
the  report  of  yotn-  County  Committee,  concerning  the  elec- 
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lion  o(John  Cock  as  a  Captain  of  ilie  Company  of  Miiitia 
at  Yonkcrs,  we  iiave  determined  him  to  be  disqualified  for 
a  commission,  not  only  because  at  the  time  of  his  signing 
the  Association  he  declared  it  to  be  an  involuntary  act,  but 
also  because  he  has  spoke  most  contemptuously  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Coni^ress.  And  in  order  that  the  other  officers  in 
the  Company  may  have  a  chance  of  promotion,  which  can- 
not be  done  accordint;  to  the  letter  of  the  Militia  regula- 
tions, you  are  hereby  desired  to  cause  a  new  election  to  be 
made  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Company,  pursuant  to  the 
said  regulations,  taking  care  to  give  publick  notice  that  the 
said  Jo/in  Cock  cannot  be  admitted  to  any  office  whatso- 

Wc  are,  respectfully,  Cientlemen,  your  very  IiuuiIjIc  ser- 
vant^. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
To  Frederick  Van  Cortlandt,  Benjamin  Drake,  Sicjificn 

Sneden,  Thomas  Emmons,  fVilliam  Belts,  and  ll'iUiaiii 

Iladley,  at  Yonkers,  H'cslchcsttr. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  tliereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

The  Couimittee  adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Hie  Mait.s,   I  lin.  I'.  M.,  S.ptruil.rr  111,  177:.. 

The  Couuriittce  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.   Present: 
For  Okange,  John  Ua,i„<^,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
For  New- York,   Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  licekman,  Colonel  Mc- 

Dougall. 
For  Albany,  Major  jSiroll. 
For  Dutchess,  iVIr.  Gilbert  Lieingston. 
For  Westchester,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Queen's,  Colonel  Blackieell. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Ilohart. 
For  Cumberland,  Major  IVilliams. 

Commissions  were  made  and  delivered  for  the  following 
gentlemen,  as  Oflicei's  of  the. Company  of  Light-Horse  in 
King's  County,  on  i\'assau-Island,  to  wit:  Captain,  Adolph 
IValdron ;  First  Lieutenant,  Rem  A.  Remscn  ;  Second 
Lieutenant,  JViUiam  Boerum;  Qtiartermastcrs,  Thos.  Evc- 
rit  and  Jacob  Hcbring,  Jun. 

Pursuant  to  a  Return  oUTisha  Mrvin  and  Archibald 
Little,  Inspectors,  which  is  now  died,  Coininissidns  were 
made  out  and  transmitted  for  the  following  gentlemen,  as 
Ofticers  for  the  Comjiany  of  l\Iinule-Men  in  the  Pre- 
cinct of  Cornwall,  in  Orange  County,  to  wit:  Thomas 
Moffat,  Es(j.,  Captain  ;  Selh  Mervin,  First  Lieutenant ; 
James  Little,  Second  Lieutenant;  and  Nathan  Strong, 
Ensign. 

Ordered ,  That  Peter  T'.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  the  Provincial  Congress,  pay  to  Thomas  Pettit, 
as  Doorkeeper,  twenty  Pounds,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the 
same,  on  account  of  his  pay  as  Doorkeeper  of  the  I'rovin- 
cial  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mi'.  Joseph  IJnllett  apjily  to  James 
Byers,  and  inform  him  that  the  Committee  will  agree 
with  him  for  five  Brass  Field-Pieces,  at  the  price  of  tliree 
Shillings  and  nine  Pence  per  pound;  each  Field-Piece 
to  be  a  six-poimder,  and  not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and 
tueniy  jiounds  weight — Mr.  Byers  to  run  all  risks,  and  to 
dclivi  r  the  l''ield-Pieees  well  proved. 

Order,  d,  That  Messrs.  John  Sloss  llobart  and  Gilbert 
Liriiig.<i'in  be  a  Sub-Committee  to  wait  on  his  l'".xcellency 
ilic  (iiiwiiiour,  to  inform  him  that  his  Worshiji  the  Mayor 
si_;n:licil  to  this  Connnittee,  this  day,  that  his  Excellency 
toll!  him  he  had  received  a  Ijetter  from  Loi'd  Dartmouth, 
one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  in- 
forming him  that  orders  had  been  given  to  the  Conmiand- 
ers  of  His  Majesty's  Ships  in  America,  that  in  case  any 
move  Troops  should  be  raised,  or  any  Fortifications  erect- 
ed, or  any  of  His  Majesty's  Stores  taken,  the  Commanders 
of  the  Ships  of  War  should  consider  such  Cities  or  places 
in  a  slate  of  rebellion,  and  to  acquaint  his  Excellency  ihat 
the  terms  of  their  information  from  Mr.  Mayor  arc  extreme- 
ly anil)iguous,  and  require  an  explanation  ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, his  Excellency  be  requested  by  the  said  Sub-Com- 
milte(!  to  furnish  this  Coinmilloc  with  an  extract  of  that 
pan  of  Ln,d  Dartmouth's  Letter,  and,  in  case  he  should 
i.rt  be  uill;ii^  to  give  such  extiact,  that  he  would  be  pleased 


to  furnish  the  said  Sub-Committee  with  the  exact  purport 
of  that  part  of  the  said  Letter  which  relates  to  the  above- 
mentioned  subject. 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-moirow 
morning. 

Die  MLTcurii,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  .September  2fl,  1775. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.   Present: 
For  OuANOK,  John  Harim^,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
For  Kew-Yokk,  -Mr.  llaliett,  Mr.  Van  Zand;,  Mr.  Buk- 

man.  Colonel  iMcDougall. 
For  Albany,  iNlajor  ?\icoll. 
For  Dutchess,  ^Ir.  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Westchester,  ]\Ir.  Paulding. 
For  King's,   jMr.  Henri/  IVilliams. 
Fur  Queen's,   CoVmv\  Blackwell. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  llobart. 
For  Cumberland,   Major  li'illiujiis. 
For  Charlotte,  Mr.  Il'atkins. 

Mr.  Joseph  Hallett  reported  that  James  Byers  is  ready 
to  agree  to  make  five  Brass  Field-Pieces,  six-pounders,  of 
good  proof,  and  deliver  them,  at  three  Shillings  nine  Pence 
per  pound. 

liesolved.  That  this  Committee  does  agree  with  James 
Byers  for  five  Brass  Field-Pieces,  six-pounders,  to  be  made 
of  the  best  metal  and  full  proof,  at  the  rate  of  three  Shil- 
lings nine  Pence  per  pound,  |)rovided  the  weight  of  each 
Field-Piece  does  not  exceed  six  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  Captains  Rutgers,  Tudor,  and 
Dennis,  be  reiiuested  to  superintend  the  proving  the  said 
Brass  Field-Pieces. 

A  Letter  from  fl'alter  Livingston,  Esq.,  De|nity  Com- 
missary-General, at  Albany,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

".Vlb.in.v,  September  G,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen:  I  lately  received  a  number  of  gun  bar- 
rels, which  were  sent,  by  Major-General  Schuyler's  orders, 
from  the  garrisons  above,  to  be  stocked,  locked,  and  made 
fit  for  the  service.  As  many  of  them  as  could  be  repaired 
in  this  City  and  in  Schenectady  I  have  delivered  to  the 
annouiers.  One  hundred  and  eighty  are  sent  to  Connec- 
ticut ;  the  remainder  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress.  They  shall  be  sent  down,  and  consigned 
to  Mr.  Peter  T.  Curtenius.  Those  rejiaired  in  this  City 
and  Schenectady  I  cannot,  with  propriety,  pay  for.  I  must 
therefore  request  the  Congress  will  give  orders  for  it.  I 
know  of  no  body  to  whom  1  can  ap|)ly  for  that  purpose;  it 
being,  in  the  General's  opinion,  a  Provincial  charge,  ulti- 
mately to  be  paid  by  the  associated  Colonies. 

"  1  am.  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
hmnble  serumt. 


^V\l.TEU  Livingston, 
Dipuly  Commissary-General. 


To  the  Provincial  Conu 


"  P.  S.  The  number  of  barrels  sent  arc  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven." 

A  IjCtter  fi'om  the  Comniiltee  of  Tryon  County,  bear- 
ing date  the  7th  current,  was  reail  and  filed.  They  there- 
by inform,  that  it  would  greatly  oblige  the  freeholders  of 
tlie  County  if  his  Excellency  the  (iovernour  would  be 
pleased  to  grant  the  SherifFs  Commission  to  John  Frei/, 
Esq.,  for  the  ensuing  year:  and  they  also  complain  of 
the  insolence  of  about  two  huiuhed  Highland  settlers  in 
that  County. 

An  Affidavit  of  llilliam  Biddle  was  read  and  filed,  and 
is  in  the  words  lollowmg,  to  uu: 

••(■au-|,nawag.i,  SUy  H,  177.n 

■■Then  piT-niially  ap]ieared  before  me,  the  subscriber, 
beiiiL;  one  of  His  .Maji'siv's  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the 
Counly  .,f  I'ryn,,.  Ilillia'm  Biddle,  and  then  and  there 
made  -iilinin  (lalli.on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
God,[\n\i  about  tlie  nth  of  this  instant,  being  in  company 
with  yl/(i«;i(/( /■  II  kite,  Sheriir  of  the  Counly,  that  he  pro- 
fanely swore  ihat  he  would  protect  and  defend  all  slaves 
ami  negroes  that  woidd  resort  to  him  and  jiut  themselves 
under  his  prot<'ction. 

"  Sworn  before  me  :  John  ALuilatt,  Esf/." 
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Tliree  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee  at  Smithtown 
marie  a  Return  of  the  Militia  Officers  of  the  Company  at 
Smithtoivn,  and  Commissions,  bearing  date  the  i;3th  cur- 
rent, were  issued  to  them  accordingly,  to  wit :  To  Philc- 
tus  Smith,  Captain  ;  Edmund  Smith,  .Inn.,  First  Eieuleii- 
ant ;  Daniel  Tillotson,  Second  Lieutenant ;  and  Uirhard 
Smith,  Ensiu;n. 

The  Connnittec  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
niornin;^^ 

Die  Jovis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  Si'iitomliri-  r31,  1775. 

TheCommiltco  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present: 
For  OiiANOE,  John  Ilaring,  Esc].,  Cliairmiui. 
For  New-York,  Mr.  ran  Zandt,  Mr.  UciLinau,  Colonel 

McDougaU. 
For  Dutchess,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Westchester,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Ulster,   Mr.  Roosevelt. 
For  King's,  Mr.  Itcmsen. 
For  Queen's,  Colonel  Blackwdl. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Foster. 
For  Cumberland,  Major  UiUiams. 
For  Charlotte,  Mr.  fVutkins. 

The  Petition  of  David  Punhj  and  .John  (J  Connor  was 
read,  and  is  in  the  lullowini;  words,  to  wil  ; 


"  To  the  (lentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Safetij. 
"  The  humble  Petition  o/ David  Furdv  and  J.niN  O'Con- 
nor sheiveth  : 
"That  the  said  David  Purdy  ainl. Tuhn  (J  Connor  have 
been  long  confined,  and  have  now  nothing  to  sidisist  upon, 
and  far  from  their  friends;  that  they  can  have  no  help  irom 
them,  and  for  want  must  now  greatly  suffer,  or  else  live  by 
the  charity  of  charitable  people.  Y'our  petitioners,  there- 
fore, pray  that  they  might  be  brought  to  an  examination 
soon  ;  and  said  Purdy  has  a  family,  a  wife  and  eight  chil- 
dren, which  have  no  subsistence  only  by  the  industry  of 
said  petitioner;  and  said  O'Connor  has  been  confined  now 
these  nine  weeks,  and  knows  not  for  what  reason.  There- 
fore your  petitioners  humbly  pray  that  they  may  be  heard 
and  discharged.  "  John  O'Connor, 

"  David  Pukdy.' 

Ordered,  That  Col.  McDougaU  direct  .John  O'Con- 
nor, David  Purdy,  and  Alexander  Bell,  to  be  brought 
before  this  Conimiltee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Sloop  Francis.  Uilliam  Uitchie, 
Master,  belonging  to  i\Ir.  II  iltiam  Jjowiher,  bound  for 
Edenton,  in  North-Carolina,  be  permitted  to  sail  with  her 
lading  on  board,  as  reported  to  this  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Isaac  Day  be  permitted  lo  go  on 
board  of  tlie  Ship  Asia,  to  deliver  a  Letter  to  Cajitain  Fan- 
dejntt. 

Alexander  Bell  being  called  in  and  severely  reprimand- 
ed for  his  past  ill  conduct  and  bad  company,  and  charged 
to  avoid  such  practices  as  are  or  may  be  deemed  to  be  in- 
jurious to  this  Country  or  its  liberties,  on  jienalty  of  such 
punishment  as  he  may  deserve,  was  thereupon  discharged. 

David  Purdy  being  called  in  and  e.xamincd,  was  repri- 
manded for  his  conduct,  and  charged  to  conduct  himself 
well  for  the  time  to  come,  and  was  discharged. 

John  O'  Connor  was  examined,  and  recommitted  till  the 
afternoon. 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  in  ihe  afier- 


The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Piesent: 
For  Oranoe,   John  Raring,  E'.q.,  Chairman. 
For  New-York,  Mr.  Bcckman. 
For  Albany,  Major  Nicoll. 
For  Dutchess,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livinrrston. 
For  Westchester,   Mr.  Paulding. 
For  King's,  Mr.  Remsen. 
For  Queen's,  Colonel  BlacJcwell, 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Foster. 
For  Cr-MBEi'J.AND,   Major  Jf'illiams. 
Foi  Chaulottk,   Mr.  'H'atkins. 


John  O'Connor  being  brought  in  and  examined,  says, 
that  three  Indians  were  hired  to  guide  him  through  the 
woods  ;  that  be  went  with  Jl'hitc  to  Montreal,  to  get  some 
money  of  one  Bonnet,  who  went  with  Guy  Johnson;  that 
he  knew  Bennet  went  with  Guy  Johnson,  and  expected 
he  was  at  Montreal;  that  he  has  a  brother  at  Montreal ; 
that  he  was  the  person  who  carried  Sir  John.  Johnson'' s 
l.'tter  to  White,  on  a  Sunday  evening;  that  a  negro  of  Sir 
John's  went  with  him  to  H'hite:  that  no  person  at  Johns- 
town, or  in  Tn/on  County,  ever  asked  him  to  sign  the  As- 
sociation, or  tln-eatened  him  in  any  manner;  tliat  he  did 
tell  Sir  John  Johnson  that  he  was  threatened,  and  wanted 
to  leave  the  place  ;  that  ho  told  Sir  John  so  to  answer  his 
own  private  ends;  that  Clement  and  Cone  carried  the  pro- 
visions to  fVhitc;  that  he  never  threatened  Mr.  Gilkhrnd. 

The  said  John  O'Connor  was  thereupon  discharged. 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 


Dir  Vnirvis.  [I  lin.  A.  M.,  S.pl,  ii.Ikt  ■>■>,  177,V 
The  (.'ommillee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present: 
For  Ohan-.,f.,  John  llarim;,  E'^q.,  Chairman. 
For  Nkw-Yokk,  Mr.  Uat'lett,  Mt:  Beekman.  Colonel  Mc- 
DougaU, Mr.   iirasher. 
For  Albany,   Mr.  Mcdl. 
For  Dutchess,   Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Westchester,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  King's,  Mr.  Remsen.  Mr.  liilliams. 
For  Queen's,  Colonel  lilacku-ell. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Foster. 
For  Cumberland,   Major  Il'illiams. 
For  Charlotte,  Mr.  (I'atkins. 

Major  Nicoll  informed  the  Commitleo  that  the  Com- 
missioners for  Indian  AH'air-^,  at  Albany,  having  occasion 
for  Gunpowder  to  make  presents  lo  the  Indians,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Albany  had,  on  application  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, spared  to  them  the  Gunpowder  which  was  lately 
ordered  for  the  County  of  ^/iowy;  and  Major  i\7to// in- 
formed, that  Albany  is  entirely  destitute  of  Powder: 

Ordered,  That  two  hundred  weight  r)f  Gunpowder  be 
supplied  to  Major  Nicoll,  or  his  order,  from  the  Powder- 
Mill  in  Rhinebeck  Precinct,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  ;  and  that  the 
said  Committee  pay  for  the  said  Gun]iowdei',  to  the  manu- 
lacturer  thereof,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  Pounds  per  hun- 
dred. 

A  Letter  to  the  Hon.  Unbtrt  R.  Livingston,  Esq.,  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colonv  of  New-Ymk,  ) 
September  22,  1775.       J 

Sir:  The  Committee  of  ^'i//'fr»// have  spared  their  small 
sujiply  of  gunpowder  to  the  Commissioners  for  Indiein  af- 
fairs, and  earnestly  requested  of  us  an  order  for  two  hun- 
dred jjonnds.  We  have  given  an  order  for  two  hundred 
weight,  on  your  mill,  to 'Major  Nicoll,  or  his  order;  the 
Committee  of  Albany  aie  to  pay  for  it,  to  you  or  your 
order. 

We  ai-e,  most  respectfully.  Sir,  your  very  humble  sei- 
vants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 
To  the  Hon.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Esquire,  at  his  Seat, 

Manor  Livingston. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Brigantine  Elliott,  lliUiam  Hillock 
Master,  now  nearly  ready  to  put  to  sea,  be  permitted,  and 
is  hereby  permitted  to  proceed  on  a  whaling  voyage. 

A  Letter  of  John  li'eathcrhcad,  dated  the  17th  of  ,S't^;- 
tember,  jnit  under  cover,  directed  to  ibis  Committee,  was 
read  and  filed.  He  therein  mentions  sundry  reports  which, 
he  says,  have  been  propagated,  and  are  injm'ious  to  his 
character,  and  declares  that  said  reports  are  not  true. 

A  Certificate  of  Captain  T'andeput,  dated  the  :3d  instant, 
certifying  that  John  fl'eathcrhcad  did  not  give  him  the  in- 
telligence that  the  Guns  were  lo  be  removed  from  the  Bat- 
tery on  the  2:3d  ultimo,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  T^cttoi'  from  Daeid  Pi/e,  Esrp,  was  read  and  filed,  ani; 
is  in  the  woids  following,  lo  wit: 
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"  Cliirkslown,  .Spptembcr  ^1,  1775. 

"GFNTi.r.MP.N:  By  tlie  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Fairchilcl,  the 
Coniiiiill.-e  here  have  iiifiiriiiaiion  tliat  several  of  Capialn 
Johnson's  men  have  deserted,  and  some  of  them  have 
already  returned  here.  The  Committee  \vill  be  glad  o 
your  advice  how  to  proceed  in  apprehending  them,  and 
sendin"  them  again  to  Albani/;  and  if  any  provision  will 
be  made  to  delray  the  expense  that  will  accrue  m  so 
doing.  I  have  furnished  the  bearer  with  a  horse,  and  you 
inay^furnish  the  Coiiunittee  with  an  answer  when  he  re- 
tuins  again. 

«  I  am.  Gentlemen,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee^  your 
laimble  servant,  Daviu  1  vk. 

"To  tlie  Committee  of  Safety,  Xcw-York." 

The  Committee  adiourned  until  to-moirow  morning, 
nine  o'cloek.  "        _ 

Die  Sabb;iti,  9  lio.  A.  M.,  Sc-ptombi-i-  23,  1775. 

The  Committee  met  lunsuant  to  adjournment.  Present : 
For  Nkw-York,  Mr.  Ilallelt,  Mr.  J'an  Zmnlt,  Mr.  Btcl'- 

man,  Mr.  Lispenard,  Colonel  McDwigull. 
For  Ali!any,  Mr.  Nicoll. 
For  Dutchess,  Mr.  CiilOirt  Licingi:lon. 
For  Kim;'s,  Mr.  llan-u  UWuims. 
For  Quken's,  Colonel  Bhuktvdl. 
For  Suffolk,   Mr.  Foster. 
For  Cumberland,   Major  ffilluims. 
For  Charlotte,  Mr.  H'ulkins. 

The  Chairman  being  absent,  Colonel  lUackirell  was 
unanimously  elected  Chairman  j^ro  tempore. 

A  Letter  from  the  Hon.  .hini  Hancock,  President  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  dated  the  ^'Ulh  instant,  was  read 
and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Mrs.  Ilhigston,  now  residing  at  IJuI- 
Ict's  Cove,  on  Nassau- Island,  he  permitted  to  depart  this 
Colony,  with  her  wearing  ajiparel  and  household  liirniture, 
unmolested. 

A  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at  Conti- 
nental Congress,  dated  the  S>6lli  instant,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Thomas  Johnson,  Jun.,  Samuel  Chase, 
and  H'llliam  Faca,  Delegates  for  the  Colony  of  Man/land, 
dated  the  -iOih  insiani,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit ; 

"riiilaclrliihiii,  Si-iiloiulicr  iin,  177.'.. 

•'  Gextle.mi:s  :  George  Nicholson  came  a  stranger  into 
Annapolis,  in  Maryland,  about  two  years  ago,  in  the  char- 
acter, we  believe,  of  a  doctor,  in  a  ship  which  imported 
.servants.  He  remained  in  Annapolis  and  its  neighbour-^ 
hood  till  lately;  be  was  amongst  the  first  to  enrol  himself 
into  a  Company  of  Militia  last  winter,  and  has  uniforndy,^ 
as  far  as  we  have  ever  understood,  expressed  himself 
friendly  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty.  As  to  his  ve- 
racity or  moral  character,  though  he  is  personally  known 
to  each  of  us,  neither  of  us  know  of  any  thing  remarkable 
or  particular  on  either  side. 

"  We  arc,  Gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your 
most  obedient  servants,  ,,  rp^^^^^  Johnson,  Jr., 

"  Samuel  Chase, 
"  William  Paca. 
"  P.  S.   Be  pleased  tn  have  the  enclosed  letter  deliver- 
ed bv  a  safe  hand  ;  it  is  an  answer  to  his  to  Mw  Johnson.'' 
The  Petition  of  Christian  Bergh,  Jun.,  Adam  Bergh, 
David  Dop,  John  Dop,i\m\  Tlmothij  Donghlij,  praying  to 
be  discharged,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  ihe  following 
words,  to  wit : 

"To  the  Gentlemen  oj'lhr  ('amtnlllrc  nj'  S.ifrti/. 
"The  humble  Petition  o/'Chhisti  \n  Bkui.ii.  Jan..  Ai.\m 
Bergh,  David  Doi>,Joiin  I  )oi',  </«-/ 'I'ni.rrii  v  Duicii- 
TY,  sheweth  : 

"That  the  aboMsaid  pi.'lilioiirr^  have  been  confined 
almost  these  three  weeks  upon  their  own  expense,  and 
their  families  at  home  being  unable  to  maintain  themselves, 
because  of  their  infancy,  and  in  consequence  must  suller. 
Then  their  maiiilenanee  depends  entirely  upon  your  peti- 
tioners' iiidii>lry,  whereof  you  cannot  be  entindy  unac- 
(iiialntcd.     We/vour  neiilioiiers.  have  likewi-e  understi  od 


that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  have  waited  for  evi- 
dence from  our  parts,  to  prove  a  crime  against  us.  But  we 
are  sensible  none  cannot  be  brought  in  truth  ;  and,  besides, 
it  seems  to  us,  if  there  was  any,  they  might  have  been  here 
before  now,  for  which  reason  we  pray  to  be  discharged. 

"Supposing  we  had  committed  a  crime  against  your 
resolves,  it  was  before  the  resolves  came  in  force,  and  we 
were  likewise  unacquainted  of  it;  and,  also,  we  think  we 
have  been  suftlciently  punished  for  it,  according  to  your 
resolves;  for  the  first  olJence  is  three  months'  imprison- 
ment ;  and  Dops  sloop  they  have  burned,  and  Bergh's 
sloop  the  Esopus  people  fetched  and  sold  at  vendue,  for  the 
use  of  the  Congress,  as  we  have  been  credibly  informed. 

"Xew.YorU,  Septumbcr  i22,  177.)." 

Il'illiam  Dcanc,  of  this  City,  about  to  proceed  to  fl'il- 
liainsliurgh,  in  Virginia,  applied  to  this  Committee  for  a 
Certificate  for  himself  and  John  Neicport,  his  assistant; 
whereupon,  a  Certificate  was  given  to  him,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

In  Coiiiinittec  of  Safety  for  tlio  Colony  of  N.'W.Voi  1;,  / 
Suptimibcr  23,  1775.       ^' 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  or  may  concern: 
These  are  to  certify,  that  Il'illiam  Deane,  the  bearer 
hereof,  who  is  about  to  proceed  to  fViU'iamsburgh,  in  Vir- 
ginia, is  a  citizen  of  JScic-  York,  of  good  character  and 
reputation  ;  that  be  was  the  first  who  signed  the  General 
Association  in  this  Colony;  and  that  be  is  generally  esteemed 
amongst  us  a  son  of  liberty,  and  a  friend  to  the  rights  of 
this  Country.  The  said  li'illiam  Deane  jiroposes  also  to 
take  with  him,  as  an  assistant  in  his  present  business,  Jaj/ics 
Nezvport,  who  is  a  clerk  to  Mr.  Richard  Deane,  of  this 
City,  distiller. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  lion.  John  Hancock,  Esq., 
was  read  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

A  Letter  from  David  Fye,  Esq.,  was  read  and  filed. 

Resolved,  That  any  Soldier  belonging  to  the  Continen- 
tal Army,  who  shall  be  absent  from  his  corps  in  this  Colony, 
without  a  furlough  or  discharge  from  the  Commanding 
Oliicer  of  the  Regiment  or  Company  to  which  he  belongs, 
shall  be  deemed  a  deserter.  And  the  Committee  of  every 
County,  City,  Town,  and  Precinct,  within  this  Colony,  are 
hereby  respectively  directed  to  cause  each  and  every  such 
Soldier,  who  shall  be  found  in  their  respective  Districts, 
to  be  ap[)reliended,  and  sent  to  his  or  their  Regiment  or 
Company.  But  if  they  cannot  be  informed  to  what  Corps 
such  Soldier  belongs,  they  are  to  publish  his  name,  and 
the  place  where  he  shall  be  apprehended,  in  the  newspa- 
pers, to  the  end  that  the  Captain  from  whom  he  deserted 
may  be  informed  where  he  may  be  found  ;  and  the  Com- 
mittees abovementioned  are  also  directed  to  transmit  to  the 
Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  with- 
out delay,  an  account  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  appre- 
hending, securing,  and  sending  such  Soldier  to  his  Corjis. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  person  in  this  Colony  shall  know- 
ingly harbour  or  conceal  any  Soldier,  belonging  to  the 
Continental  Army,  without  his  having  a  fiirlough  or  dis- 
chari;e  from  his  Commanding  Officer,  or  neglect  to  inform 
the  Committee  of  the  District  where  he  resides  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  such  Soldier  in  it,  he  shall  be  deemed  and 
treated  as  an  enemy  to  his  Country,  and  be  subject  to  pay 
all  the  cx)ienses  that  shall  accrue  in  apprehending  and 
sending  such  Soldier  to  his  Corj)s. 

ii  beiin'  represented  to  this  Committee,  that  Captain 
John  Ihdheri,  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  the  Troops  raised 
ill  thi,^  ('iiloiiy,  and  Captain  Daniel  GriJ/in,  of  the  said 
Ri^iinenl.  wiih  I  heir  respective  subaltern  officers,  are  all 
in  ilie  ( ';(\  of  \tw-  York,  and  unable  to  proceed  to  Ticoii- 
ihrnga,  for  want  of  money  to  defray  their  expenses. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston, 
Fi-(|.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Captain  John 
HulLcrt  thirty-seven  Pounds  six  Shillings  and  eight  Pence, 
fir  two  months'  jiay,  for  himself,  and  John  Davis  and 
William  Havens,  bis  two  subalterns,  to  enable  them  to 
]ir<ieeed  to  Ticonderoga,  or  elsewhere,  to  join  the  Army 
iiiidiM-  the  command  of  General  Schuyler  :  aiul  that   iMr. 
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Livingston  take  Captain  Hullicrt's  receipt  for  tlie  same  sum, 
on  account  of  pay. 

And  Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq., 
pay  to  Captain  Daniel  Grijfin  tlie  like  sum  ol  thirty-seven 
Pounds  six  Shillings  and  eight  Pence,  for  two  months' 
pay,  for  himself,  and  Benjamin  Marvin  and  Nathaniel 
Norton,  his  subalterns,  to  enable  them  to  ])roceed  to  join 
the  Army  aforesaid.  And  that  Mr.  Livingston  take  Cap- 
tain GriJIin's  receipt  for  the  same,  on  account  of  pay. 

A7ul  Ordered,  That  Cajitain  Joh?i  Hulbcrl  and  Captain 
Daniel  Grijjin.  do  respectively,  without  delay,  give  infor- 
mation, in  writing,  of  the  moneys  by  them  respectively 
received,  by  virtue  of  this  order,  both  to  Colonel  James 
Clinton,  of  the  Third  Regiment,  and  to  Jonathan  Trnmbull, 
Jun.,  Esq.,  Deputy  Paymaster-General. 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Die  Solis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  Scptciiilirr  :31,  ITTf). 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

As  no  business  appeared  so  necessary  as  to  require  the 
Committee  to  go  to  business,  they  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock, 
to-morrow  mornin". 


Hie  LuiiEB,  0  lio.  A.  M.,  Sci.tcmbcr  25,  1775. 

The  Coniiiiitlec  met  pursuant  lo  adjouruniLut.  Present: 
For  New-Yoi!k,   Mr.    Fan  Znndt,    Mr.  Beekman,    Mr. 

Brasher. 
For  Albany,  Mr.  Nicoll. 
For  Dutchess,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Ulster,  Mr.  Roosevelt. 
For  King's,  Mr.  Henri/  IVilliams. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  John  Foster. 

The  Chairman  being  absent,  Mr.  Henry  JViUiams  was 
chosen  Chairman  jjro  tern. 

Francis  James,  one  of  the  Pilots  sent  out  by  order  of 
the  Congress,  to  observe  any  Fleet  that  might  be  approach- 
ing any  part  of  this  Colony,  being  returned,  gave  informa- 
tion that,  on  the  21st  instant,  they  saw  several  Ships,  which 
came  out  of  Boston  Harbour,  steering  westward  ;  and  the 
journal  kept  on  board  was  delivered  in  and  filed. 

Thereupon,  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Easthampton 
and  Southampton  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

In  (■oniinittce  of  Satl-ty  foi-  the  Colony  of  Now-Yoi-k,  ; 
SqUembcr  25,  1775.       \ 

Gentlemen:  One  of  our  boats  employed  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  Fleet  and  Army  at  Boston  is  just  arrived 
from  the  eastward,  and  informs  us,  that  on  the  21st  instant, 
in  the  morning,  off  the  harbour  of  Chatham,  near  Cajje  Cod, 
they  saw  a  large  ship  of  war  standing  to  the  westward,  and 
about  three  hours  after  they  saw  four  ships,  one  brig,  and 
one  schooner,  all  standing  the  same  course,  over  the  shoals. 
Our  boatmen  could  not  with  any  safety  go  near  enough  to 
make  a  perfect  discovery,  but  we  apprehend  they  are  part  of 
a  fleet  destined  for  Suffolk  County,  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
more  stock.  We  give  you  this  notice,  to  the  end  that  you 
may  be  prepared  to  protect  the  stock,  and  prevent  their 
being  taken  off,  if  possible.  It  is  expected  by  this  Board 
that  all  the  Militia  Officers,  as  well  those  in  nomination 
as  those  in  commission,  will  attentively  obey  and  execute 
the  orders  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Couuniitee,  and  use  all 
their  influence  in  spiriting  tlie  men  in  protecting  the  stock, 
and  repelling  by  force  any  hostile  acts  of  the  Ministerial 
Army  and  Navy. 

The  Colony  Troops  raised  in  your  County  being  order- 
ed by  the  Continental  Congress  to  join  the  Army  to  the 
northward,  without  any  excuse  or  delay,  you  will  therefore 
be  under  the  necessity  of  acting  with  redoubled  vigilance 
and  resolution.  Please  send  copies  of  this,  by  express,  to 
the  Committees  of  Southohl  and  Shelter-Lland. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  yours,  &c. 
To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  o(  Souihanipton  and 

FasthamjHon. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

A  Letter  from  Robert  Boyd,  of  the  23il  instant,  was 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 


"New-Windsor,  September  2.3,  1775. 

"Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  15th  instant  came  safe  to 
hand.  Think  the  honourable  Congress  have  reason  to  won- 
der that  no  sam|iles  of  gun  barrels,  &c.,  are  as  yet  pro- 
duced. When  I  contracted,  thought  I  would  have  bad  a 
number  made  before  this  time,  but  as  yet  cannot  say  I  am 
altogether  fixed  ;  however,  hope  in  a  few  days  to  furnisii 
the  Congress  with  some,  and  if  can  be  conveniently  spared, 
shall  attend:  at  which  time  hope  to  give  all  the  gentlemen 
satisfactory  reasons  why  none  have  been  produced  sooner. 

"I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  all  due  obedience,  your  and  ihe 
honourable  Congress's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  Robert  Bovd,  Jr. 
"  Mr.  Jacobus  }'an  Zandt,  Merchant,  ISew-York.'" 

The  Petition  of  George  Nicholson  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  To  the  lirjnourable  the  Frovincial  Congress. 
"The  humble  Petition  o/Georgic  Nicholson  shcwcth: 

"  That  whereas  your  petitioner  has  done  all  that  was  in 
his  power  for  the  good  oi  America,  in  the  present  struggle 
against  tyranny  and  oppression,  which  your  Honours  are 
sensible  was  attended  with  great  risk  and  expense;  and 
your  petitioner  being  resolved  to  render  himself  as  service- 
able as  possible,  takes  this  method  to  inform  your  Honours, 
that  he  has  had  experience,  from  a  youth,  both  as  a  sur- 
geon and  an  officer,  having  had  the  honour  to  be  a  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  Eighty-Fourth  Regiment,  connnanded  by  Sir 
Kyrc  Coote,  in  the  East-India  service,  and  has  been  in 
several  engagements;  flatters  himself  he  may  be  serviceable 
in  the  Army  now  under  General  Schui/lcr,  not  only  from 
his  military  knowledge,  but  his  being  well  versed  in  the 
French  language  ;  he  would  immediately  go  a  volunteer, 
would  his  circumstances  admit ;  but  as  it  is  not  in  his  power, 
begs  of  your  Honours,  if  there  is  any  vacancy,  and  your 
Honours  think  he  can  be  any  way  serviceable  in  any  of 
the  above  capacities,  that  you  would  vouchsafe  to  employ 
him.  But  rather  than  be  neuter  in  .so  glorious  a  cause,  is 
willing  to  go  a  cadet,  provided  your  Honours  will  favour 
him  with  such  reconmiendations  as  you  thitdi  he  merits,  and 
allow  him  a  necessary  support.  Your  pelitioner  begs  your 
Honours  will  take  this  into  consideration,  and  hopes  that 
any  place  your  Honours  may  think  meet  to  intiust  him 
with,  he  shall  acquit  himself  with  honour;  and  your  peti- 
tioner will  forever  pray.  ,,^.  », 

'     ■'  "Geohgk  Nicholson. 

"Commitlee  of  Safety,  Ncic-York. 

'■  Xow-Yorli,  .S.-ptember  25,  1775." 

ThePetition  o{ Timothy  Doughty ,  John  Dop,  and  others, 
dated  this  day,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"New.York,  September  25,  1775. 

"Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Safe  ty: 

"Sirs:  Our  petition  of  the  2 1st  of  this  month,  wherein  was 
contained  our  grievances,  we  fear  is  not  come  to  your  hands-, 
wherefore  we  take  this  opportunity  to  acquaint  30U,  gen- 
tlemen, of  our  distress.  We  have  already  been  confined 
three  weeks,  and  the  reason  of  it  is,  we  hear,  that  you  have 
sent  for  evidence  to  our  parts,  which  we  think  is  a  sufficient 
time  for  such  evidence  to  have  been  here,  if  there  was  any. 
Gentlemen,  we  beg  you  woulrl  consider  our  case  as  your 
own,  and  do  by  others  as  you  would  be  done  by,  for  therein 
a  man  fulfilleth  the  law  of  God.  We  will  endeavour  to 
set  forth  the  unhappy  condition  we  are  in,  confined  to  a 
room,  which  indeed  we  think  a  great  hardship  ;  spending 
our  money  at  a  great  rate,  more  than  our  ability  will  allow; 
deprived  from  our  business  and  our  families,  and  our  chil- 
dren are  not  yet  capable  of  maintaining  themselves;  there 
are  no  less  than  twenty-one  clnldren  belonging  to  three  of  us 
here  confined,  and  the  eldest  not  exceeding  twelve  yeais. 
Besides,  the  Esopiis  people  have  took  Christian  and 
Adam  Be'-gh's  sloop  from  their  landing,  and,  as  we  are 
credibly  informed,  have  sold  her  for  the  use  of  the  Con- 
nress.  and  God  know^s  whether  they  have  not  stripped  their 
families  of  all ;  Dop's  sloop  is  burned,  with  a  great  many  of 
our  wearing  apparel ;  all  which  has  been  done  before  we 
are  brought  to  trial,  and  before  it  is  known  whether  we  are 
guilty  of  any  crime  ;  and,  farther,  we  all  have  taken  very 
bad  cokU.  If  the  witnesses  have  not  yet  come,  we  beg 
vou  would  liiiu"  us  before  vou  as  soon  as  the=e  shall  come 
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,ou  satislaction  our- 


to  your  hands  ;  possibly  we  may 
stives. 

"  From  your  liumble  servants 

"  Christian  Bi:u.^ii,  Jk.,     Adam  I>Kiuiii, 

"TiMOTHV    U0L-(W1TV,  DaMI)    Dul'. 

"  John  Dop, 
"  To  the  Coniiniltee  of  Safely  at  Ntw-  York.'' 

A  Letter  from  Ehenezcr  Hazard,  dated  lliis  day,  was 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  tlie  words  followinc;,  to  wit: 

"  NfW-York,  S.'pteinbei-  25,  1775. 

"Gentli;mi:.\:  The  importunity  of  the  Eastern  post-riders 
ohhws  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  you  of  their 
accounts,  and  praying  your  attention  to  them.  These  per- 
sons were  accustomed  to  punctual  payment  while  in  the 
service  of  the  other  ollice,  which  leads  theiii  to  expect  it 
now;  and,  indeed,  the  narrowness  of  their  circumstances  is 
such,  that  if  they  are  not  paid  very  soon  they  will  be 
unable  to  continue  riding,  and  be  obliged,  through  dire 
necessity,  to  quit  the  service. 

"1  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  hum- 


ble servant. 


Ebknkzkh  Hazard. 


"The  Honourable  the  Commiltee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony 

n{  New-York." 

The  Committee  adjourned  until  three  o'clock,  in  the 
afternoon.  

:i  ho.  r.  M.,  SciitrinljiT -.'.'i,  1775. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present: 
For  OiiANGp;  CouNTV,  ./o/in  llariiig,  E-^ii.,  Chairman. 
For  New-Yokk,  Mr.  rem  Zundl,  .^ir.  Utckman.  .Mr.  /  Vr- 

2]Ianck,  Mr.  Brasher,  Mr.  McDvu<^uU. 
For  Albany,  Mr.  JS'icoll. 
For  Ulsteh,  Mr.  Rooscvell. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Foster. 
For  Dltchkss,  Mr.  Gilbeit  Livingston. 

Abraham  Skinner  informed  the  Committee  that  the  per- 
sons sent  to  .Jamaica  had  collected  a  few  Arms  ;  that  he 
saw  several  peojjle  in  (Queen's  County  mustering  and  in 
arms,  and  apprehends  that  those  gentlemen  will  meet  with 
opposition  ;  and  that  they  wish  to  have  a  Battalion  sent  up 
from  New-York,  to  their  assistance. 

Colonel  McDougaU  showed  liis  directions  to  Colonel 
Lasher,  with  relation  to  sending  his  Troops  to  (-^aeen's 
County ;  which  were  read  ;  and  Colonel  McDougaU  re- 
quested the  direction  of  the  Commiltee,  whether  he  should 
deliver  those  instructions. 

A  difference  of  sentiment  ap|)earing,  as  to  the  advice  to 
be  given  by  die  Commiltee,  the  question  was  put.  whether 
Colonel  McDougall  shall  didivcr  the  said  orders  to  Colonel 
Lasher. 

For  the  .\ff,rmauv.  .  F",   Ihr  y,^„t^r,_ 

2  Dutchess,  .-1   All.,.ny, 

a  Sutlolk,  2    (Msl.T. 

4  Nuw.Yoi-k.  — 
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The  Committee  therefore  advised  Colonel  McDougall 
to  carry  the  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  into 
execution  ;  but  that  he  defer  the  sending  over  Colonel 
Lasher's  Battalion  until  the  Committee  hear  further  advice 
from  Major  Hilliams,  and  the  gentlemen  sent  to  (^itccn'f 
County. 

And  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Benson,  one  of  the  Secretarie<:, 
)M'oceed  to  Jamaica,  to  know  the  true  state  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  gentlemen  who  are  there  to  collect  .\rm?. 

The  Conmiiltee  then  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-mor- 
row morning. 

l>;i'  Mnl...  :i  l,n.    \.  M..  S  |,tM„,l,or 'Jli.  1775. 
The  Committee  met  |inr,suanl  to  adjonnimeut.   rreseiu  : 
For  OnANtiK,  .lohn  Uaring,  Escjuire.  Chairman. 
For  Nfw-Yokk.  Mr.f'«N  'Zundt,  I\lr.  Utekwun,  .Mi.  //-//- 
kit,  -Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  .Mr.  .lohn  Van  Cnrlhn,dt.  .Mr. 
Richard  Yal.s. 
For  Albany,  .Mr.  Mroll. 
For  Di-reuEss,  Mr.  (iillHrl  Livimsstor. 
For  King's,  Mr.  Jlenr;/  l\illiams. 
For  Si'FFOLK,  John  Foster. 
ForCiMBEliLAND.  Mr.  flUliams. 

For  CllAHLOTTF..    Ml.    UdlLln.^. 


Ml.  Benson  returned  from  Jamaica,  reported  that  he 
had  seen  Major  IViUiams,  and  the  other  gentlemen  at  Ja- 
maica ;  that  to  prevent  mistakes,  he  had  obtained  the 
report  of  Major  Hilliams  in  writing;  which  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"Jamaica,  Septoiaber  25,  ten  oV'kir-k,  V.  M. 

"Siii:  I  have  endeavoured,  in  the  Towns  of  Jn?;ifH'm 
and  Hempstead,  to  carry  the  resolutions  of  the  Congress 
into  execution,  but  without  the  assistance  of  the  Battalion 
shall  not  be  able  to  do  it  to  any  good  purpose.  The  peo- 
])le  conceal  all  their  arms  that  are  of  any  value  ;  many 
declare  they  know  nothing  about  the  Congress,  nor  do 
they  care  any  thing  for  the  orders  of  the  Congress ;  and 
say  that  they  would  sooner  lose  their  lives,  than  give  up 
their  arms,  and  that  they  would  blow^  any  man's  brains  out 
that  should  attempt  to  take  them  from  them. 

"  We  find  there  are  a  number  of  arms,  that  belong  to 
the  County,  in  the  hands  of  the  people;  some  persons  are 
so  hardy  and  daring  as  to  go  into  the  houses  of  those  that 
are  friendly,  and  take  away  by  force  those  County  arms, 
thai  our  friends  have  received  from  the  clerk  of  the  Coun- 
ty. We  are  lold  that  the  people  have  been  collecting 
together,  and  parading  in  sundry  places,  armed,  and  firing 
their  muskets  by  way  of  bravado. 

'•  We  also  have  it  from  good  authority,  that  Governour 
CoWtH  yesterday  sent  his  servant  round  to  some  of  the 
leading  people,  advising  and  directing  them  to  arms,  and 
defend  themselves,  and  not  deliver  their  arms,  in  conse- 
(|ueiice  of  which,  a  number  of  people  collected  themselves 
this  morning  to  retake  the  few  arms  w-e  collected  yesterday  ; 
for  some  reason  did  not  proceed. 

"  Captain  Unlet,  of  Hempstead,  told  us  he  had  his 
Com})any  together  last  Snnday,  and  said,  had  yonr  Batta- 
lion appeared,  they  should  have  warmed  their  sides. 

"  On  the  whole,  had  we  the  Battalion,  we  believe  we 
should  be  able  to  collect  a  very  considerable  number  of 
good  arms,  and  support  the  honour  of  the  Congress,  but 
without  it  shall  not ;  and  think  that  if  the  Battalion  is  sent 
up,  the  sooner  the  better. 

"  Some  of  the  leading  men  of  Hempstead,  whom  we 
this  day  had  toijcther,  proposed  to  call  the  I'own  together 
on  JSlondatj  next,  and  consult  on  the  matter,  and  return 
some  answer  or  other  on  Tuesday  next,  and  seemed  de- 
sirous to  put  otf'  the  matter  till  the  whole  Congress  met. 
Whether  they  mean,  by  this  put  of!',  to  gain  time  to  arm 
and  |irepare,  or  what  else,  we  know  not. 
"  1  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

'•■  William  Willia.ms." 
On  reading  the  above  Report  of  Major  IViUiams,  it  is 
Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to 
rolkct  Arms  in  (Queen's  County  be  desired  to  send  to  this 
Committee  all  the  Arms  already  collected  ;  and  that  they 
proceed  in  collecting  all  the  Arms  they  can,  and  return 
with  them  to  this  City  on  or  before  Friday  next.  That 
Samuel  P'erplanck,  Thomas  Smith,  David  Clarkson,Johii 
I'anderbilt,  and  Benjamin  Kissam,  Estpiires,  be  a  Com- 
miltee to  proceed  on  Friday  next  to  Queen's  County,  and 
use  every  prudent  measure  in  ilieir  power  to  collect  Arms 
in  the  said  County;  and  that  they  attend  a  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  intended  to  be  held  at  Hempstead  on  Monday 
next,  and  endeavour  to  prevail  on  them  to  conqily  with  the 
former  Resolutions  of  this  Committee  ;  and,  also,  that  they 
report  to  this  Committee  or  the  Pro\incial  Congress  the 
names  of  all  such  as  have  or  do  oppose  the  measures  of 
the  Continental  or  l'ro\incial  Congress  or  of  this  Com- 
mittee. 


The  C 

noiniw  11 


then    adjourned  until  nine  o'clock,  to- 


liir  Mvrcnvu.  9  ho.  A.  M.,  Septcinher  27,  1775. 

The  Coiiunittce  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.   Present: 
For  Oi!\N(.i;,  ./(dm  Haring,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
I'or  Af.w-V.ikk,  Mr.  Halhtt.  Mv.  Beekman.  Mr.  Thomas 

Smith,  .Mr.  John  I'an  Cortlandt,  Colonel  McDougall. 
For  Albany,  Mr.  Mcoll. 
For  Dutchess,  .Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  King's,  Mr.  IViUiams,  Mr.  Vandcrbilt. 
For  Queen's,  Colonel  Blackwell. 
For  Suffolk;,  Mr.  Fostir. 
l"or  Chaklottk,  Mr.  IVatkins. 
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A  number  of  Letters,  taken  from  on  board  of  tlie  Rhode- 
Island  Packet,  were  brought  into  Committee.  Several  of 
them,  which  were  directed  to  different  persons  of  the  Cus- 
toms and  to  other  persons,  were  opened  and  inspected, 
and  nothing  inimical  to  the  Colonies  being  discovered, 
they  were  reseaied,  put  into  a  vvra|)per,  with  an  endorse- 
ment that  they  had  been  examinee!  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  and,  together  with  all  the  otiiei'  Packets  and  Let- 
ters, returned  to  the  Captain  of  the  Packet. 

Mr.  Robert  Rogers,  commonly  called  Major  Rogers, 
according  to  directions  for  that  purpose,  attended  on  the 
Connniltee.  He  assured  the  Committee  that  he  was  a 
prisoner  on  his  parole  of  honour  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  at  Philadelphia;  that  he  received  from  the  said 
Committee  a  cei'tified  copy  of  his  parole,  with  a  certificate 
thereto,  signed  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  which  he  unfortu- 
nately lost;  and  Mr.  Rogers  declared  to  tills  Committee, 
upon  his  honour  as  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman,  that  he  will 
not  depart  from  this  City,  without  leave  of  this  Committee, 
until  he  shall  have  recovered  the  said  certified  copy  of  his 
parole,  or  another  certified  copy  thereof,  and  produced  the 
same  to  this  Committee;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  he 
will,  on  request,  attend  upon  this  Committee.  Mr.  Rogers 
informed  the  Committee  that  he  lodges  at  Doctor  Harri- 
son's,  in  Broadway. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for 
the  Colony  of  JSew-Jersei/  was  read  and  approved  of,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

111  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New. York,  ^ 
September  '^7,  1775.       ^ 

Gentlemen:  We  are  informed  that  a  number  of  men 
from  your  Colony,  who  enlisted  in  the  Regiments  raised  in 
this  Colony  for  the  Continental  service,  have  deserted,  and 
are  now  lurking  in  New-Jersey.  We  submit  it  to  your 
consideration,  whether  proper  steps  should  not  be  taken  to 
apprehend  them,  and  whether  it  will  not  be  proper  for 
your  Cotnmittee  to  adopt  measures  similar  to  those  we 
have  taken,  for  apprehending  deserters,  which  are  printed 
in  the  publick  papers.  We  request  that  you  would  direct 
such  deserters  as  may  be  taken  in  your  Colony  to  be  for- 
warded immediately  to  this  City,  that  they  may  be  sent  to 
the  Regiments  to  which  they  respectively  belong. 
We  are  your  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  ol' New-./ei-sey. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

The  Committee  sent  for  Mr.  IValkcys,  and  had  a  con- 
ference with  him  in  respect  to  the  jirocuring  Locks  for 
Muskets;  and  the  residue  of  the  morning  was  spent  in  the 
preparing  Continental  and  Provincial  Commissions,  and 
auditing  accounts. 

The  Connnittcc  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at 
nine  o'clock. 

Dio  Jovis,  9  ho.  A.  il..  S;iit-mber  :JS,  177'.. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.   Present: 
For  Oran(.;;,  .lohn  liaring.  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  NEW-YoRii,  Mr.  Hal/elt,  Mr.  .lohn  I'tni  Curtlandt, 

Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Colonel  McDoiigall. 
For  Albany,  Major  Nicoll. 
For  Dutchess,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Westchester,  Mr.  Paidding. 
For  King's,  Mr.  Henry  Williams. 

For  Queen's,  Colonel  Blackwell,  Mr.  Joseiih  Robinson. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Foster. 
For  Cumberland,  Major  U'illiaiiis. 
For  Charlotte,  Mr.  Il'atkins. 

A  Letter  from  Thaddeus  Burr,  Sheriil'  of  Fairfield 
County,  in  the  Colony  of  Conneelicut,  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  lln;  words  following,  to  wit: 

"Fairfield,  SeiJtcmber -Ji;,  177".. 

"Gentlemen:  It  is  now  thirteen  weeks  since  Angus 
McDonald  was  committed  to  the  jail  in  this  place,  as  I 
suppose  by  your  order,  but  of  this  I  have  no  certainty, 
nor  do  I  know  where  my  jailer  is  to  get  his  pay  for 
hoarding  and  attending  upon  him  in  close  jail.  If  you 
mean  to  do  it,   I  should   be  glad   to  know  it.      I  think  it 
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very  unreasonable  that  I  should  have  the  trouble  of  him 
any  longer,  considering  you  have  very  good  jails  in  your 
City.  1  hope,  therefore,  you  will  take  him  ofi' my  hands. 
I  have  wrote  to  you  twice,  before  this,  concerning  this 
man,  and  have  had  no  answer.  If  1  have  none  to  this. 
shall  dismiss  him  without  any  ceremony. 

"  I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
"Thaddeus  Burr,  Shcrijf  of  Fairfield  County. 
"To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Andrew  Moodie  be  appointed, 
and  is  hereby  appointed.  Adjutant  of  the  Third  Regiment 
of  Troops  raised  in  this  Colony,  as  part  of  the  Continen- 
tal Army,  in  the  stead  and  place  of  Adam  Schroter. 

AndOrdcrcd,  That  the  Pay  of  the  said  Andreiv  Moodie 
counnence  on  Mo?ir/(7j/,  the  '2.'5th  instant,  when  he  engaged 
in  the  service  and  left  his  other  employment,  ami  that  he 
proceed  to  join  the  Army  under  the  conunand  ol'  (icncral 
Schuyler,  with  all  possible  despatch. 

A  Letter  from  Fgbert  Benson,  Es(|.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Dutchess  County,  enclosing  fil'teen  Affidavits 
sent  as  testimony  against  Timothy  Doughty,  Adam  Bergh. 
Christian  Bergh,  Jim.,  and  others,  wa'^s  reati  and  filed. 

The  Affidavits  enclosed  in  the  said  Letter  were  as  fol- 
lows.* 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  Avery,  Foster  Leiois,  Christo- 
pher Duyckinck,  Captain  James  Alner,  and  Henry  Tiebout, 
be  requested  to  attend  this  Committee  to-moiTow  morning, 
at  ten  o'clock,  to  be  examined  on  oath  as  to  the  particular 
persons  who  opposed  their  obtaining  Arms  in  Queen's 
County,  and  the  opposition  given  to  them,  and  the  insults 
offered  to  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  and  by  whom. 

Mr.  Rerrien  applied  to  the  Committee  with  sundry 
Letters  from  the  Commissioners  at  the  Highlands,  by  which 
it  appears  they  want  labourers. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Berrien  be  authorized  to  pro- 
cure fifty  able-bodied  men,  good  labourers,  at  wages  not 
exceeding  fifty  Shillings  per  month  each,  besides  their  pro- 
visions, to  proceed  immediately  to  assist  in  erecting  the 
Fortifications  on  the  banks  o( Hudson's  River,  in  the  High- 
lands; that  he  procure  as  many  of  them  who  have  and  will 
take  arms  with  them,  as  he  conveniently  can.  That  he 
order  and  direct  at  least  twelve  carriage  guns  to  be  mount- 
ed there  immediately,  and  provided  with  shot,  carriages, 
rammers,  sponges,  and  every  other  necessary  for  the  use 
of  the  said  guns. 

And  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gabrid  IV.  Ludlow  deliver 
to  Mr.  John  Berrien  two  hundred  weight  of  Gunpowder, 
for  the  use  of  the  people  at  the  said  Fortifications. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  pay  to 
Major  Francis  NicolUhe  sum  of  forty-eight  Shillings,  to  re- 
imburse the  said  .Major  Nicoll  for  so  much  money  advan- 
ced by  him  to  a  \)oovIndian,  by  order  of  this  Committee. 

The  Committee  adjourned  till  four  o'clock,  in  the  after- 
noon.   

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.   Present : 

For  Orange,  John  Haring,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

For  New-Yokk,  Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Bra- 
sher, Mr.  John  Van  Cortlandt.  Colonel  McDougall. 

For  Albany,  Major  Nicoll. 

For  Westchester,  Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Queen's,  Colonel  Blackwell. 

For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Foster. 

FoT  Charlotte,  Mr.  fJalkins. 

A  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at  Continental 

Congress,  dated  September  21,  1775,  was  read  and  filed. 
A  Letter  from  Samuel  Bayard  and  others,  dated  '25th 

September,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

••  Cou>^tUuLuii  Fort,  :\londay,  Septcmb  r  ^j,  17; 5. 

"Gentlemen:  We  received  last  night  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Berrien,  informing  us  that  the  plan  for  building  the 
fortification,  with  the  estimates  of  the  expense,  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  Continental  Congress.  We  should  have 
esteemed  ourselves  happy,  had  we  been  consulted  on  this 

•  Not  eiiUred  on  the  Journal. 
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subject,  before  it  had  been  sent  forward.  It  was  easy  for 
one  of  our  body  to  have  waited  upon  the  Coinmlttee  of 
Safety,  to  have  given  ilieni  full  salisfiiction  relative  to  the 
situation  of  the  jfround,  which  it  is  not  possible  for  them  lo 
know  bv  the  plan.  We  conceive  that  an  operation  of  this 
kind  is  intended  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony,  and  for  the 
advanta;(e  of  ^werim  in  general.  If  we  are  right  in  our 
conjecture,  Mr.  Jiomans's  plan  is  not  suflicient ;  it  will  only 
be  a  temporary  expedient,  to  prevent  vessels  going  up  the 
river;  and  should  the  fortification  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  Ministerial  Troops,  it  will  prove  the  ruin  of  the  Pro- 
vince. Therefore,  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  give  you 
any  calculation  relative  to  the  whole  expense,  as  it  will  bo 
absolutely  necessary  to  extend  the  works;  and  the  place, 
we  are  convinced,  may  be  made  impregnable,  and  the 
expense  not  enormous. 

"  It  appears  to  us  that  it  would  have  been  much  better  lo 
have  calculated  the  amount  of  what  it  would  cost,  than  to 
lie  obliged  hereafter  to  apply  a  second  time  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress.  However,  we  submit  our  ideas  to  your 
judgment.  It  is  our  duty  to  be  faithful  to  the  iinportant 
charge  committed  to  our  care,  as  we  will  not  be  answerable 
for  measures  we  cannot  conduct;  therefore,  request  the 
favour  of  you,  gentlemen,  to  inform  us  whether  we  are 
undir  Mr.  Rumans's  direction,  or  whether  he  is  obliged  to 
consult  with  us  upon  the  measures  to  be  ])ursued.  You 
cannot  blame  us  for  this  request,  as  the  safety,  honour,  and 
interest  of  our  Country,  and  its  futiu'e  uelfaie,  depend 
upon  this  important  post. 

'•  We  think  it  our  duty  to  give  you  a  hint,  which  seems 
10  merit  vour  consideration,  viz:  Governour  Tnjon,  Mr. 
JViUiam  Jiayard,  and  Major  BaijanI,  have  been  up  in  our 
iifighbourhood.  His  Excellency  did  not  say  any  thing, 
i)ut  both  ihe  Bayards  examined  Captain  Palmer,  our  Cap- 
tain, with  great  scrutiny,  in  the  jiresence  of  his  Excellency, 
about  the  fortification,  the  nature  of  the  ground,  the  slate 
it  was  in,  how  many  guns  were  mounted,  and  how  many 
men  watched.  This  happened  on  Saturday,  at  Havcr- 
itniw.  We  shall  keep  a  look  out,  for  we  expect  them 
near  lo  us.  Will  it  not  be  prudent  that  we  should  have  a 
guard?  The  Minute-Men  at  Ncw-lf'indsur  want  pow- 
der. They  are  ready  to  come  to  our  assistance  if  they 
had  it.  We  ought  to  have  powder  and  shot  for  our  guns, 
as  we  shall  mount  six  this  week,  nine-])oundeis. 

"  We  are,  with  respect,  Uentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servant-,  "  Samlikl  Bayaud, 

"  W  11,1,1  AM  BliDLOW, 

"  John  Hanson.'' 

A  Letter  from  Captain  John  ricnihrhath,  E-;q.,  w'as 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"Nuw-York,  SeptrmlnT  iS,  1775. 

•■  Sir:  I  arrived  this  day  from  England,  and  am  sorry  to 
liml  the  country  in  its  present  unhap|)y  state.  That  my 
arrival  may  not  aflbrd  anxiety  to  any  person,  nor  I  be  ex- 
))03ed  to  any  inconvenience,  I  take  the  liberty  to  assure 
you  that  the  purpose  of  my  voyage  is  barely  to  visit  my 
family,  and  not  to  act  in  any  military  capacity;  and  propose, 
when  my  leave  of  absence  is  out,  to  return  to  England. 
Yon  will  iherefore  do  me  the  favour  to  declare  the  contents 
of  this  Idler,  in  such  a  way  as  you  think  best,  for  prevent- 
ing anv  ir  )tiblc  from  the  jealousies  of  the  people,  relating 
to,  Sir,  your  most  ubeilieiit  humble  ser\anl, 

■•  .lollN    Pl.KNDERLr.ATIl.'" 

Ordered,  That  Monsieur  A.  Pcrrec,  Esq.,  an  elderly 
gentleman,  an  invalid,  now  in  yew- York,  who  came  from 
Guadaloupc  for  his  health,  be  excused  from  serving  on  the 


md  doing  miliiaiy  dut 


■,r-  York. 

A  lietlcr  from  Dnclov  George  .Mclndson  was   leai 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  uii  : 


'■  (iKNTi.K.MF.N  :  1  wailcd  on  Doctor  Tmit ,  wlu)  advises 
me  to  go  up  a  Cadet,  by  all  means,  in  |)refeience  to  Doc- 
tor's Mate;  hope,  gentlemen,  you  will  favour  me  with  re- 
commendatory letters  to  the  Generals,  which  rccommiMida- 
tions  I  shall  endeavour  to  do  honour  to  by  my  behaviour. 
1  have  likewise  met  an  intimate  friend,  who  promises,  pro- 
vided 1  go,  to  recninmend  me  lo  Doctor  Stringer,  who  I 
have  some  aequainlanco  with  :  and  as  he  is  head  Surgeon 
to  the  Army,  make  no  doiiln  tliat  1  shall  be  well  received. 


provided  you  grant  me  an  order.  Colonel  McDougall  has 
consented  to  my  going  with  Captain  Johnson  ;  I  hope,  there- 
fore, you  will  grant  my  request,  as  I  act  from  principle. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  humble 
servant,  George  IN'icholson. 

"The  Committee  of  Safety  o{  ISeiv-York.^^ 

A  Letter  from  :\lr.  IVilliam  Poivcll  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  ill  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Xinv-Yorli,  Septcuibcr  2S,  177j. 

"  Silt:  Being  very  desirous  of  my  wife's  inoculating  for 
the  small-pox,  in  order  to  jiut  her  out  of  danger  of  that 
fatal  disorder  in  the  natural  way,  (as  I  purpose,  and  my 
business  calls  me  this  fall  amongst  the  ff'est-India  Islands.) 
but  was  informed  that  there  bad  been  a  resolution  of  the 
honourable  Congress  of  this  Province,  not  to  inoculate  in 
it ;  but  not  being  certain  whether  it  extended  to  the  whole 
or  a  i)art,  I  applied  to  i\Ir.  J.  Search,  in  Xtic-IIaten,  for 
better  iiiformalion,  w  ho  told  me  he  thought  it  only  respected 
this  City  and  County,  anil  was  in  consequence  of  the  C'o;i- 
nccticut  Forces  being  so  near  this  City,  and  advised  our 
going.  Whereupon  I  hired  a  vessel,  and  carried  with  me 
my  wife  and  four  others,  (ladies.)  lo  Brookhavcn,  and  aj)- 
plied  to  Doctor  IMuirson  to  inoculate  them  :  be  then  turned 
to  a  resolution  of  your  honourable  Congress,  of  the  loth 
June  last,  which  respected  the  whole  Province,  and  told  me 
he  should  by  no  means  act  contrary  to  them  ;  but,  taking  my 
situation  into  consideration,  and  my  wife's  extreme  dread  of 
catching  it  the  natural  way,  he  thought  it  best  for  me  to 
make  a|)plication  to  you,  with  assurance  of  his  utmost  dili- 
gence and  care  of  its  not  spreading,  as  his  hospital  is  de- 
tached ten  miles  from  the  country  road,  and  remote  from 
any  other  bouse  or  road  that  can  cause  alarm  ;  but  as  it  has 
been  suggested  to  me  here,  that  it  might  cause  uneasiness 
to  the  inhabitants.  Doctor  Muirsou  had  not  the  least  doubt 
but  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  them.  Should  that  be  any 
bar,  1  firmly  promise  to  drop  the  thought  of  it,  but  hope 
that  my  jiiayer  may  be  granted. 

"  1  am.  Sir.  with  great  respect,  your  humble  servant. 
"William  Powell. 
"  To  Commissioner  Ilaring,  Es(|,  Chairman   of  the   Ho- 
nourable Committee  of  Safety." 

On  iierusing  the  Resolve  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony, 
against  inoculation  for  the  Sinall-Pox,  the  Committee  in- 
formed Mr.  Powtll  that  they  could  not  give  any  permission 
for  that  purpose. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to- 
morrow morning.  

Die  Veneris,  9  lio.  X.  M.,  Se|>teml)er  20,  177j. 

The  C'ommittee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.   Present : 
For  OitANfiE,  John  Haring,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
For  New-Yohk,  Colonel  ■'.U.-Doi/-,,//,   Mr.   J'an  Zandt. 

^\v.  James  Jicekman,  Mr.  I'erplanck.  ]\lr.  Kissam,  Mr. 

Roosevelt,  Mr.  Smith. 
For  Tryon,  Isaac  Stars. 
For  CuMHEULAND,  Major  IViUiams. 
For  Charlotte,  Mr.  H'atkins. 
For  Albany,  Francis  yicoll. 
For  Qijeen's,  Colonel  B/ackwell,  Mr.  Robinson. 
For  DcTciiKss.  (iillterl  Livini^slon. 
For  Srri-oi,K,.A-/-/(   Poster. 
For  Wkvp,  ,M>Tr,it,   in/liam  Vanlding. 
For  IviNi.'--,  -Mr.  IVilliams. 

A  Letter  I'rom  (lill/ert  Drake,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  n'cstchcstcr  County,  dated  ff'hilc  Plains,  Sep- 
tcmlier  -29,  \~~o,  enclosing  an  ,\flidavit  af  Eunice  Pnrdy,  ol 
l{ije,\\-\  the  said  County,  whereby  it  appears  that  Godfrey 
lliiines  (who  is  sent  down  by  the  said  Committee,  under  a 
guard,  lo  this  City)  is  guilty  of  having  opposed  the  reso- 
huioiis  (if  Congress  ;md  Committees,  and   thieatening   the 

Ordereil,  'i'hat  the  said  Godfrey  Jlaine'i  he  sent  back 
to  the  Committee  of  fVcstchcsler,  under  the  care  of  the 
persons  who  brought  him  to  this  City;  and  that  ^\v.Paul- 
dinii',  a  DejHity  for  the  said  County,  be  requested  to  write 
a  Letter  to  the  said  Committee,  informing  them  that  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that,  agreeable  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  till'  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  the  County 
Comiiiitf'es  are  altogothor  competent  for  punishing  and  con- 
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fining  persons  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  said  resolutions,  or 
either  of  them. 

Sfimuel  Avery,  Foster  Lewis,  Henry  Tiebout,  am!  Cliris- 
tophcr  Duyckinck,  attending  at  the  door,  were  called  in  and 
examined  relating  to  the  conduct  of  the  people  at  Jamaica 
and  Hempstead,  at  the  time  they  went  up  for  Arms.  After 
some  time  spent  therein,  they  were  respectively  directed  to 
deliver  their  testimony,  in  writing,  to-morrow  morning. 

Samuel  Burling,  by  order  of  the  Committee,  was  called 
in  and  charged  wiih  advising  John  Dunbar  to  refuse  de- 
livering one  of  the  Colony  Arms,  in  his  custody,  to  ilie 
Conmiittee  sent  to  Jamaica  for  that  purpose.  Messrs.  Fos- 
ter Lewis  and  Samuel  Avery,  ])resent,  gave  their  testimony 
on  that  subject.  Samuel  Burling  was  heard  what  he  had 
to  say  in  his  defence.     Tliereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  de- 
ferred until  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses,  who  attended 
this  morning,  is  delivered  in  writing. 

A  Petition  of  Colonel  Lasher,  and  a  number  of  other 
gentlemen,  INlilitia  Odicers  in  the  City  o(  New- York,  V''as 
read  and  filed.  They  thereby  pray  that  the  Militia  in  this 
City  may  be  ordered  to  train  at  least  once  a  w  eek  for  three 
months. 

Mr.  Bernard  Romans,  attending  at  the  door,  was  ad- 
mitted. He  delivereil  in  Proposals  to  contract  for  erecting 
the  Fortifications  begun  on  the  banks  of  Hudson's  River, 
in  the  Highlands  ;  which  were  read  and  filed,  and  are  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

"  I  will  propose  to  undertake  that  the  whole  woik  be 
done  by  me  for  five  thousand  l^ounds,  the  ordnance  only 
excepted  ;  that  I  may  have  the  whole  management  under 
ray  direction,  and  accept  the  work,  already  done,  at  the 
rate  expressed  in  my  own  estimate,  and  the  tools  necessary 
already  purchased  at  the  cost ;  that  the  Commissioners  only 
have  the  trouble  of  supervising  my  execution,  and  answer- 
ing the  orders  I  draw  from  time  to  time  in  favour  of  the 
workmen  and  furnishers  of  materials ;  and  that  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  or  two  hundred  Pounds  be  advanced,  to  be 
applied  to  such  incidental  matters  as  are  inniiediately 
wanted,  and  do  not  occur  directly  to  the  memory  ;  and 
especially  to  furnish  the  people  with  articles  they  may  want, 
as  blankets,  &:c.,  and  jierhaps  some  small  advance  to  en- 
courage them  to  enter  into  the  service." 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said  Proposals 
be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  Letter  from  IVulier  ^-  Thomas  Buchanan  was  read 
and  fded.  They  inform  that  the  Snow  Georgia,  Cajilain 
Bolton,  is  at  Sandy  Hook,  where  she  has  discharged  forty 
passengers  ;  that  she  is  bound  to  Georgia  ;  that  on  the  1  Ith 
inst.,  in  a  gale,  she  had  lost  her  mainmast,  and  all  the  sails 
and  spars  belonging  thereto,  and  cannot  proceed  without 
repairs;  and  that  the  Captain  has  applied  to  them  to  fur- 
nish the  necessaries,  if  agreeable  to  the  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Snow  Georgia,  Thomas  Bolton, 
Master,  be  permitted  to  come  up  into  the  East  River,  at 
New-York,  to  be  refitted  in  such  manner  that  she  may  pro- 
ceed again  to  sea;  and  that  she  be  repaired  under  the  in- 
spection of  such  guard  as  may  be  put  or  ordered  to  be  put 
on  board  by  this  Committee,  at  the  expense  and  charge  of 
the  Master  or  Consignee  of  the  said  Snow. 

The  Committee  adjourned  until  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  T.  M.,  September  -J'.l,  1775. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjuurninent.   Present: 
For  Orange,  John  Haring,  Chairman. 
For  IS'ew-Yoisk,  Colonel  iiicDow^o//,  Thomas  Smith. 
For  Albany,  Major  iY/co//. 
For  Dutchess,  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Westchester,  JVilliam  Paulding. 
For  Queen's,  Colonel  BlackwvU. 
For  Suffolk,  John  Foster. 
For  Cumberland,  fl'illiam  liilliams. 
For  Charlotte,  Mr.  iyulki)is. 

The  Committee  being  infoimed  that  the  Second  Sur- 
geon's INIate  of  the  First  Regiment,  now  at  the  Barracks, 
is  ordered  to  join  the  Regiment  to  which  he  is  appointed, 
and  that  there  are  several  sick  Soldiers  at  present  in  the 
Barracks, 


Ordered,  That  Doctor  Treat  be  requested  to  take  the 
care  of  the  said  sick  Soldiers  as  soon  as  the  Surgeon's 
Mate  departs;  and  that  Doctor  Treat,  from  time  to  time, 
take  care  of  any  sick  Soldiers  in  the  Barracks,  or  such  as 
may  stand  in  need  of  a  Surgeon  or  Physician,  when  they 
have  no  Surgeon  or  Surgeon's  Mate  present. 

The  Petition  of  Colonel  Heyer  was  read  and  filed,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safely  for  the  Co- 
lony o/]\ew-York  : 

"The  Ofliceis  of  the  Battalion  commanded  by  Colonel 
IJcycr,  in  this  City,  with  great  deference,  humbly  beg  leave 
to  represent  that  experience  points  out  to  th.em  a  material 
imperfection  in  the  act  for  regulating  the  Militia  of  this 
Province  ;  they  mean  that  article  of  their  being  subject  to 
appear  only  once  a  month.  The  Associated  Companies  in 
this  City  are  particularly  affected  thereby;  many  well-dis- 
ciplined men,  taking  the  advantage  of  the  law,  decline 
appearing  in  the  Companies,  which  have  been  formed  and 
trained  with  much  trouble,  and  at  a  considerable  expense 
to  their  officers.  They  would  also  take  the  liberty  to  sug- 
gest that  the  Militia  cannot  be  discijjlined,  to  any  useful 
degree,  unless  the  officers  are  directetl  to  call  the  Compa- 
nies out  at  least  once  a  week,  and  each  Battalion  together 
once  a  month.  This,  they  conceive,  may  very  easily  be 
done  in  the  Cities  and  Towns  of  this  Province;  as  to  the 
dispersed  Companies  in  the  Counties,  the  case  may  be  dif- 
ferent. They  doubt  not  but  the  attention  of  the  honourable 
Committee  will  readily  be  paid  to  a  matter  which  so  nearlv 
concerns  the  advantage  and  safety  of  this  Province. 

"  Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Officers  of  the  Battalion  : 

"  William  Heyer." 

The  Committee  adjourned  until  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
monring. 

Die  Sabbati,  'J  lio.  A.  M.,  .September  3U,  1775. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.   Present: 
.hhn  llaring,  Esquire,  Chairman,  and  Comniissioner  for 
Orange  County. 

For  New- York,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.   Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Bra- 
sher. 
For  Westchester,  IVIr.  Paulding. 
For  Albany,  Major  ^^';Vo//. 
For  Dutchess,  Mr.  Livi/igston. 
For  Queen's,  Mr.  Robinson,  Mr.  Lawrence. 
For  King's,  i\Ir.  Williams. 
For  Suffolk,  Mr.  Foster. 
For  Cumberland,  jMajor  Hilliams. 
For  Charlotte,  Mr.  JVatkins. 
For  Tryon,  Captain  Sears. 

It  being  represented  to  this  Committee  by  Daniel  Win- 
ter, the  person  who  had  the  charge  of  conducting  Godfrey 
Haines  from  Westchester  County  to  this  City,  by  order  of 
the  Committee  of  the  said  County,  that  the  taking  the  said 
Godfrey  Haines  back  will  be  attended  with  danger  of  his 
being  rescued  by  persons  inimical  to  the  cause  of  liberty, 
the  Committee  thereupon  reconsidered  their  order  of  yes- 
terday, and  resolved  and  ordered  that  the  said  Godfrey 
Haines  be  committed  to  the  Jail  in  this  City  till  farther 
order  of  this  Committee  or  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
Colony. 

George  Nicholson  having  been  on  board  the  Asia,  Ship- 
of-\Var,  the  Transport  Ship,  and  other  Vessels  employed 
in  the  Ministerial  service,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  in- 
telligence, and  discovering  the  intentions  of  our  enemies; 
and  he  having  rendered  himself  useful  and  of  service  to 
the  cause  of  American  libertv,  bv  his  intelligence, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Ptter  Van  Brugh  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony, 
pay  to  George  Nicholson  the  sum  of  twenty  Pounds,  as  a 
reward  for  his  services  and  intelligence  brought  from  on 
board  the  Asia,  .Man-of-War. 

I\Ir.  Andrew  Moodic,  appointed  Adjutant  of  the  Third 
Regiment,  having  given  three  Orders  of  one  tenor  and 
date,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

•'New-York.  September  30,  1775. 

"  Sir  :  Please  to  [)ay  to  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston, 
Est).,  Treasurer  of  tlie  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony 
of  Neic-  York,  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  five  Pounds  per 
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inontli,  out  of  my  pay  as  Adjuiant  to  tlieTliiid  Regiinent 
of  tlie  A'cic-  York  Forces,  in  the  .\iniy  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, and  cliari^e  the  same  to  my  account ;  this  being  tiie 
first  order  of  this  tenor  and  date. 

"  .\nDREW   MdUDlE. 

'•  To  tiie  Paymaster-Genera!  of  tiie  Continental  Forces, 
liis  Deputy,  or  the  I'aymastur  of  the  said  Tiiird  Regi- 
ment." 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Frovincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  ad- 
vance to  Andreiv  Moodie,  on  account  of  pay,  the  sum  ol 
ten  Pounds;  and  that  the  said  Ptter  I'an  Urugh  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  pay  to  Margaret  Moodie,  the  wife  of  the  said 
Andrew  Moodie,  five  Pounds  per  month,  as  part  of  his  pay 
as  Adjutant  of  the  Third  Regiment,  computing  his  pay  to 
commence  on  the  25th  instant ;  and  that  the  said  ten 
Pounds,  now  to  be  advanced  to  him,  be  considered  as  the 
advance,  or  five  I'ounds  |)cr  month,  |jei'ei)y  ordered,  for  two 
mouths. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  ( '011)1101,  or  whoever  else  shall 
he  Paynia^ter  of  the  saiil  ThinI  Regiment,  take  care  to  re- 
tain five  Pounds  per  month,  of  the  pay  of  the  said  Andrew 
Moodie,  in  such  manner  as  that  the  same  may  be  accounted 
for  and  repaitl  to  the  said  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston, 
I'.sq.;  and  that  a  copy  of  this  Order  be  forwarded  10  the 
<  'oliiuel  of  the  said  Third  Regiment,  and  that  Andrew 
Moodie  inform  his  Colonel  of  this  Order. 

Mr.  Bernard  Romans,  attending  at  the  door,  was  called 
in.  The  Connnittee  conversed  with  him  on  the  subject  of 
his  being  an  Engineer  at  the  Fortifications  on  the  banks  of 
JIudson's  River,  in  the  Highlands  ;  and  Mr.  Romans  with- 
drew. After  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Romans  was 
called  in,  and  the  Chairman,  by  order  of  the  Committee,  in- 
formed Mr.  Romans  that  the  Committee  would  not  contract 
with  him  for  building  the  said  Fortifications  ;  that  he  should 
be  jiaid  for  his  services  as  an  Engineer;  that  as  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  was  sitting,  and  the  Provincial  Congress 
to  meet  in  a  few  days,  the  Commiltee  could  not  make  any 
|iro|)o=al  of,  or  any  answer  to  establishing  him  as  an  En- 
gineer, during  the  unhappy  controversy  in  America;  but 
that  if  his  merits  in  the  present  business  should  appear  to 
bo  such  as  to  recommend  him,  it  would  be  an  ativanlage 
to  his  reputation  ;  and  that,  should  (he  controversy  unfor- 
tunately continue  long,  it  was  probable  his  fiiture  services 
might  be  wanted.  That  the  Counnittee  had  been  informed 
that  twelve  Shillings  a  day.  sterling,  and  not  twenty  Shil- 
lings sterling,  (as  he  alleged,)  was  the  value  of  the  pay  and 
perquisites  of  an  Engineer  on  lUe  British  establishment; 
but  that  the  infancy  and  present  circumstances  of  the  Coun- 
try will  not  admit  of  allowing  pay  equal  to  that  given  in 
old  settled  States.  That  the  Committee  could  not  encou- 
lagi!  him  to  expect  more  than  the  pay  of  a  Colonel  in  Con- 
tinental Army,  and  tliat  only  for  the  present ;  but  that  this 
j)ro|)osal  shall  not  stand  in  the  way  of  any  better  provision 
for  him,  if  the  Continental  Congress  should  think  iMoper 
to  make  any  betier;  and  that,  as  he  stood  in  need  of  cash, 
Ik;  should  have  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Congress 
of  this  (Colony  for  some  money.     Thrrcupon, 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brvgh  Livingston,  Esquire, 
Treasurer  of  the  I'rovincial  C'ongress  of  this  Colony,  ail- 
vance  tn  Bernard  Romans,  as  Engineer  at  the  Fortifica- 
tions in  llij  lli.^hlaiuls,  the  >uni  of  twenty  Pounds  on  ac- 
'■ount. 

\  ;h;iUL;l)t  of  a  [,etler  to  the  Agents  for  ereclinii  the 
Foriiriciilioiis  in  ihe  Hii^hlands  was  read  and  appiovcd  of, 
and  i,  in  llie  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  CoiniMiilPc  of  S.frtv  for  the  Cnhinv  of  N,.vv-York,  ) 
S,.i,lo„",l>or  311,  1775.       \ 

(iKNTi.r.MF.N  :  We  arc  favoured  uilli  yours  of  the  2.)th 
iiisiant.  In  answer  thereto,  we  beg  leave  to  observe,  that 
Mr.  Boinaus  was  brought  to  assist  in  planning  and  direct- 
ing the  fortifications  by  your  advice  and  request.  The 
estimate  and  plans  he  delivered  to  us  we  sent  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  with  a  letter  mentioning,  that  at  lea~t 
filteen  hundred  Pounds,  beyond  the  estimate,  might  he 
necessary  for  incidental  charges,  exclusive  of  cannon.  Mr. 
liomans  is  now  to  proceed  to  you,  and  give  you  his  best 
advice  and  a^siitanee,  as  an  (Migincer.  The  Congress  of 
lliis  (,'oloiiy  will  meet  next  week;  we  also  soon  expect 
directions  frum  the  Continental  Coni-ress,  and,  in  the  mean 


time,  we  hope  the  works  may  be  carried  on  with  all  your 
joint  wisdom,  advice,  and  assistance. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants.  By 
order  of  the  Committee. 

To  Messrs.  Sarnuel  Bayard,  IViUiain  Bcdion-,  and  John 

Hanson,  at  the  Highlands. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

Die  Luna'.  Kcloljcr  3,  I77j. 

^J"he Committee  met  pursuant  lo  adjounimeut.   Present: 
For  Oranck,  John  Uarinf,  E-q.,  Chairman. 
For   .\kw-Vork,  James   Btih-m<in,   Richard  Yates.  Col. 

McDoiigall,  Mr.  Van  Zandt. 
For  Albanv,  Francis  .\icoll. 
For  Dl-tchi:ss,  (,'illiut  JJringstioi.. 
For  \Yestciiester,  ll'illium  Paulding. 
For  Richmond,  Richard  Lawrence,  Colonel  Cortchjon. 
l''or  SiJiFOLK,  Mr.  Foster. 
For  Til  VOX,  Isaac  ^Sears. 
For  Cumberland,  William  Jl'iUiams. 
For  Charlotte,   David  If dtkins. 

Thomas  Henderson,  attending  at  the  door,  was  called  in 
and  examined,  relating  to  the  Snow  Georgia:  says,  that 
Captain  Cole  and  another  gentleman,  who  came  to  this 
port  with  the  said  Ca|)taiii  Cole,  informed  him  that  a  letter, 
for  the  Captain  of  the  Asia,  was  sent  on  board  of  the  Brig 
Juno,  the  vessel  they  were  in,  from  the  Snow  Georgia  : 
that  a  boat  from  the  Asia  afterwards  came  near,  and  then 
the  letter  was  sent  for  on  board  of  the  Georgia  :  that  soon 
after  some  trunks  were  taken  out  of  the  Snow  Georgia,  and 
sent  oli"  in  the  Asia's  barge  ;  that  he,  tiie  cxaminant,  has 
interrogated  Cajitain  Bolton,  of  the  Snow  Georgia,  who, 
after  some  conversation,  acknowledged  that  he  had  brought 
over  a  gentleman,  who  went  from  his  vessel  on  board  a 
boat  fiom  the  ^s;«,  with  his  baggage  ;  and  that  Captain 
Bolton  said  that  he  believed  that  passenger  belonged  to 
the  Army,  and  that  he  did  not  know  his  name. 

Miss  Janet  Clark,  being  also  examined,  says,  that  she 
was  a  passenger  in  the  Snow  Georgia;  that  she  under- 
stood that  John  Buchanan,  Jun.,  of  Greenock,  was  owner 
of  the  Snow  ;  that  she  paid  her  passage  to  him ;  that  from 
hearsay  she  understood  that  JValter  6,-  Thomas  Buchanan 
were  owners,  but  does  not  certainly  know  it ;  that  a  man- 
of-war's  barge  came  on  board  of  the  Snow  Georgia  ;  that 
she  did  not  see  any  passenger  leave  the  Snow  Georgia  in 
that  barge;  she  understood  ibat  John  Buchanan,  Junior, 
was  owner  of  part  of  vessel  and  cargo ;  that  a  |)assenger 
cniiiL'  in  the  Snow,  who  was  called  Captain — iiis  name  is 
Thomas  Peters;  she  sup[)oses  he  is  in  the  King's  service; 
that  Mr.  Archibald  Lundc  and  Mr.  Spence  were  cabin 
jiassengers,  and  one  Mr.  Camplicll  and  one  ]\Ir.  Gordon,  a 
[larson  ;  heard  in  Greenock  that  .Mr.  Lundc  owned  iiarl  of 
the  ctirgo  of  the  Snow  Georgia,  and  that  they  were  to  be 
landed  in  Georgia;  she  understood  that  Spince  was  a 
Mierchaut,  and  -Mr.  Campbell  a  lauwr. 

A  Letter  from  David  Pije,  E<(|.,  of  the  aotli   ultimo, 
was  read  and  hied,  and  is  in  the  w'orils  following,  lo  wit: 
"  Ciiuricstown,  Sopteiiibcr  30,  177.'.. 

''  Sii; :  ICnclosed  is  the  account  of  the  expenses  attend- 
iiiL'  the  taking  up  deserteis  belonging  to  Captain  ./o/(«so;r,v 
('oiiipaiT, ;  the  money,  when  paid,  is  best  to  be  sent  to  the 
Committee,  as  it  is  lo  he  |iai(l  to  several  persons;  the  pay 
of  the  Olliccis  and  Minnte-Men  is  not  charged  that  matter 
to  he  lefi  lo  the  Committee  of  S.ifety,  or  tiie  Congress. 

■  "■  ■^"""  '""''    le  tenant,  "  David  PvL. 

'•To./.-/w,   //,,;■/;,-,   Em;.- 

The  Aeeouiit  ol'  r\|u'n-es  of  apprehending  Deserters, 
therein  eiirlo-.d.  was  aUo  ivad  and  filed. 

Ordered.  That  I'u.rV.  li.  Livin<rston,  Esq.,asTrea- 
surer  of  tliis  Congress,  pay  to  Colonel  McUougall  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  l^ounds  one  Shilling 
and  nine  l^en^e,  to  enable  him  to  pay  oil"  the  two  Com- 
panies of  the  First  Regiment,  now  here. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  said  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston, 
Esq.,  as  Treasurer  as  aforesaid,  pay  to  Colonel  McDou- 
L'all  the  farther  sum  of  one  hunrln'd  I'ounds.  to  enable 
him  to  ad\aiiee   money,  a^  part  of  their  hu-bands'  pay,  to 
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the  wives  of  such  soldiers  of  liis  Regiment  as  remain  here, 
and  have  powers  of  attorney  froai  their  husbands. 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  nine  o'cioci<,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Die  :\IarliH,  9  l,n.  A.  M.,  ().-l..l«.r  :!,  177:,. 

Tlic  Committee  met  pursuant  to  aiijournment.  Present: 
For   OuANGE,  John  Haring,   Esq.,  Chairman;    Jlilliaiii 

Allison,  Jesse  Jfooclhutl,  Colonel  I^cnl. 
For  New-Youk,  Colonel  McDoiigall. 
For    Albany,   Ahraham    Yates,    I'eter    Silvester,    Henry 

Glenn. 
For  ^VE3TCHF.STF.u,   Jniliam  renddins. 
For  Richmond,  Col.  Curtrli/ou,  Mr.  Richard  Lawrence. 
For  King's,   Mr.  Henri/  llilliams. 
For  Suffolk,  Jofin  Foster,  Mr.  Tredicell. 
For  Tryon,  Mr.  Sears. 
For  Clmeehl.vnd,   fVilUam  Williams. 
For  Charlotte,  Mr.  fVatkins. 

Captain  John  llnmiJton,  from  Liverpool,  being  calleil 
in,  gave  the  following  information,  to  uil  :  That  he  sailed 
from  Liverpool  the  8th  o(  August  last,  and  arrived  here 
last  night ;  says,  that  it  was  repoi'ted  and  believed  at  Li- 
verpool, and  that  he  saw  it  in  the  London  papers,  that 
thiity  Battalions  and  four  Squadrons  of  Dragoons,  in  all  ten 
thousand  men,  were  to  embark  at  Lmbdcn,  for  Boston; 
that  a  part  of  their  baggage  was  already  at  Einhden  ;  that 
some  transports  were  already  arrived  at  Embdeu  ;  iliai  by 
the  common  report  they  were  to  sail  the  iniildle  ni  ^in- 
gust ;  that  they  were  to  be  commanded  by  a  Cieneral 
Officer  of  their  own  Country. 

Extract  of  a  Letter,  dated  Falmouth,  .Uilij  -lG\h,  177."): 

'•  It  is  confidently  said  that  ten  thousand  Hanoverians, 
and  some  Regiments  from  Great  Britain,  are  to  be  sent 
out  10  Boston,  as  re-enforcement  to  General  Gage's  Army; 
that  General  Gage  is  to  be  recalled,  at  his  own  re(juest, 
and  Sir  Jeff'eri/  Amherst  is  to  succeed  him." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof,  and  also  a  copy  of  the 
extract  of  a  Letter  from  Falmouth,  be  transmitted  to  the 
Continental  Congress. 

A  Letter  from  Shearjashuh  Bourn,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Inspection  for  Bristol,  m  the  Colony  of 
Rhode-Island,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  tlie  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  Bristol,  Sppteinhoi-  29,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  IMcssrs.  Charles  De  fl'olf,  Anthonij  De 
Wolf,  Josiah  Finney,  and  Stephen  Smith,  charterers  of 
the  Sloop  Hannah,  bound  to  i\'ew-York,  informing  us, 
the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  Bristol,  in  tlie^Colony  of 
Rhode-Island,  of  their  intention  to  purchase  a  load  of  Hour, 
fjr  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  and  requesting 
our  approbation  of  their  design,  and  a  recommendatory 
letter  from  us  to  you,  we,  considering  the  great  scarcity 
of  flour  in  this  Town,  do  approve  of  their  undertaking  as 
aforesaid,  and  recommend  the  said  Charles  De  H  olf  and 
(Company  as  true  friends  to  the  liberty  of  America;  and, 
from  their  well  known  firm  attachment  to  the  rights  of  their 
Country,  we  are  confident  to  assure  you,  that  if  they  obtain 
leave  from  you  to  purchase  said  load  of  flour,  all  possible 
care  will  be  taken  to  convert  it  to  the  use  aforesaid,  and 
secure  it  from  the  piratical  seizure  of  our  common  enemy. 

••  In  the  name  of  the  Committee: 

"  Shearjashi:b  B(.)urn,  Chairman. 
••  To  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  City  of  Xeu-- 

York." 

Thereupon,  an  order  fir  liberty  to  purchase  one  hundred 
anil  eighty  barrels  of  Flour  was  delivered  to  Messrs.  De 
fVolf,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

III  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New-York.  } 
Oc-tobrr  3,  177.5.       (, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Charles  Be  I I'olf  and  Anthony 
Dc  n'olf,oniristol,  in  the  Co\onY  oi  Rhode  Island,  he 
permitted  to  load  on  board  the  Sloop  Hannah  one  hundred 
and  eighty  barrels  of  Flour,  for  the  use  of  the  inhahiiants 
of  the  said  Town  of  Bristol;  that  the  said  Charles  Dc  Wolf 
and  Anthony  De  Wolf  iake  every  precaution  that  the  said 
Sloop,  with  her  cargo,  be  not  taken  by  any  of  the  Armed 
Vessels  employed  by  General  Gage  fir  the  pur|iose  of 
procuring  Pro\isions  for  the  u-e  of  the  Army  and  Xavy  at 


Boston;  that  the  said  Charles  Dc  U'olf  aw\  Anthony  Dc 
Wolf  stop  at  the  Port  oi  New-London,  and  take  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Committee  there,  or  at  Stoiiington,  whether 
it  will  be  safe  for  them  to  proceed  with  the  said  Slooj)  and 
Cargo  to  Bristol. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  at  Alliany  be  rcquesteel 
to  have  the  Barracks  or  Hospital  at  Albany,  ov  both,  as 
the  Connnittee  shall  think  proper,  repaired  with  all  possi- 
ble desiiatch,  in  the  chea|)est  and  least  expensive  manner, 
so  as  to  make  them  fit  for  the  reception  of  tlie  Troops  of 
the  Continental  Army;  and  that  the  said  Connnittee  be 
farther  requested  to  direct  such  a  quantity  of  Fire  Wood 
to  be  procured,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Barracks,  as  they 
shall  think  necessary;  and  that  the  said  Committee  send 
an  account,  with  the  most  anilientick  vouchers,  of  the  ex- 
pense and  disbursements  occasioned  by  making  such  repairs 
and  procuring  Fire  Wood,  to  the  Congress  or  Comniiitee 
of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  that  the  same  may  be  audited 
and  paid. 

Captain  Thomas  Bolton,  Master  of  the  Snow  Georgia, 
being  at  the  door,  was  called  in  and  exannned.  He  pro- 
duced the  ReL;i'<ter  of  the  Snow:  says,  that  the  greatest 
[lart  of  the  cargo  belongs  to  the  owners  of  ihe  ship  ;  thai 
Archibald  Luiide  is  on  board,  as  a  factor,  and  Spencc,  &< 
he  thinks,  came  out  to  take  care  of  his  own  goods.  Cap- 
lain  Bolton  also  produced  a  manifest  of  his  cargo — that 
one  i\lr.  Peters,  from  Glasgow,  was  a  passenger  on  board 
of  his  vessel,  and  went  on  board  of  the  Asia  ;  that  Peters 
is  about  twenty-six  years  of  age ;  that  he  does  not  know 
his  business.  Captain  Bolton  also  produced  copies  of  the 
bills  of  lading  and  his  instructions  from  his  owners.  Cap- 
tain Bolton  was  ordered  to  withdraw. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  of  ilie  Papers 
and  Information  received  about  the  Snow  Georgia, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Buchanan,  Mr.  Archibald 
Lunde,  and  Mr.  Spencc,  attend  this  Connniitee,  at  three 
o'clock  this  afiernooii ;  and  that  Mr.  Thomas  Buchanan 
be  requested  to  bring  with  him  the  seven  Letters  mention- 
ed in  the  list  of  Letters,  from  on  board  of  the  said  Snow, 
directed  to  him  and  bis  partner. 

The  Committee  ailjoin'ued  until  three  o'clock,  in  th': 
afternoon. 

.'t  lio.  r.  M.,  tVioVr  .•!,  177.J. 

The  (/ommittee  met  |iursuant  to  adjournmen;.    Present: 
For   New-Yokk,   .Mr.  Hallat.   .Mr.  Beckman,  Mr.  Rich- 
ard Yates. 
For  Alhany,   Mr.  Abraham   Yatis,  Junior,  ^Ir.  Sihrstci . 

Mr.  Henry  Glenn. 
For  Westchester,   Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Orvnge,   Mr.  Lent  and  Mr.  Allison. 
For  Richmond,  Mr.  Paul  Michenu,  Colonel  Ccrteh/du. 

Mr.  Richard  Lawrence. 
For  SrFFOLK,  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Trcdwell. 
For  Tryon,  Mr.  Sears. 
For  Cumberland,  Mr.  William  Williams. 
For  Charlotte,  Mr.  Watkins. 

John  Haring,  Esq.,  Chairman,  being  absent.  Abraham 
Yates,  Jan.,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  chosen  and  appoiiued 
Chairman. 

Mr.  Thomas  Buchanan  attended,  with  seven  Letters  to 
himself  and  company,  and  to  the  co-partners  severally;  six 
of  them,  at  his  request,  were  read  publickly,  and  the  other 
read  by  a  Committee  of  two  gentlemen. 

Ml'.  Archibald  Lunde,  attending  at  the  door,  was  called 
in  and  examined,  and  produced  the  Invoice  of  his  Goods. 

Declares  that  he  does  not  know  of  any  Gunpowder  on 
hoard  ;  that  he  knew  Thomas  Peters,  a  merchant  in  Vir- 
ginia;  that  after  the  Asia's  boat  came  to  the  vessel,  he 
declared  he  was  an  Ensign  in  one  of  tlie  Regiments  at 
Boston. 

Mr.  Walter  Spencc.  attending  at  the  door,  was  called  ir. 
and  examined,  and  produced  the  Invoice  of  his  Cargo; 
declared  that  he  did  not  know  of  any  (nnipowder  on  board. 

A  Letter  from  Walter  Livingston,  of  the  21ili  ult.,  was 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit; 

'•Albany,  Si-ptember  24,  1775. 

"Gentlemen:  The  enclosed  for  the  Continental  Con- 
gress 1  received  this  morning  fi'om  Major-Gtneral  Schu^  iir. 
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i-eriue=iin!;  me  to  forward  it  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
^'cw-York  by  some  very  sale  liand,  with  an  intention  that 
it  should  lie  sent  from  thence  in  siicii  manner  as  it  may  be 
least  liable  to  miscarry.  The  General  is  extremely  ill  with 
a  comiilicatioM  of  disorders;  notwiihstandini;  every  eifort  he 
has  made  to  bear  up  aj^ainst  the  severity  of  them,  he  was 
leiluced  to  the  distressin;,'  necessity  of  leaving  the  Army 
at  the  Isk-iiui-yoix,  and  repairing  to  Tkondcro<£u,  to  try, 
if  ]K)ssible;  to  get  a  re-establishment  of  his  health. 

'■  I  am,  with  due  respect,  Gentlemen,  your  luo^t  obedi- 
,.„t  humble  servant,  ,,  Waltek  Liv.ncston. 

■  To  the  Provincial  Congress  of  jNcu--  York." 

The  Petition  o(  Elizabeth  White,  wife  o(  Aliumdcr 
fl'hite,  Sheriff  of  Tryon  County,  praying  that  her  luisband 
may  be  discharged  from  Albany  Jail  on  his  parole  of  hon- 
our, or  be  heard  before  the  Committee  oi  Albany,  was  read 
and  filed,  and  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 
•'Tuthc  Honourable  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 

convened  in  the  City  o/New-Youk  during  the  recess  of 

the  I'rovincial  Congress. 
■■The  retition  of  EiAZXEiZTU  Whitk,  the  u-i/'e  o/"Alkx- 

ANOKK  White,  Esquire,  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

TitvoN,  most  humbly  shewelh  : 

"That  your  Petitioner  in  the  most  ri'-pectful  manner 
thus  presents  herself  to  this  honourable  Board,  deeply  dis- 
tressed both  in  mind  and  circumstances  i'rom  the  misfor- 
tunes and  unhappy  confinement  of  her  husband,  the  said 
Alexander  White,  in  the  jail  o{  Albany,  upwards  of  five 
weeks  past:  That  the  first  cause  of  his  confinement  pro- 
ceeded from  a  charge  of  expressing  himself  unbecomingly, 
and  as  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  oi  America,  and  thereon 
liatl  left  his  place  of  abode  to  go  for  Canada;  whereas  the 
cause,  as  your  Petitioner  humbly  apprehends  and  has  rea- 
sons to  believe,  was  her  husband's  having  arrested  one  John 


Eonda  by  a  lawful  authority,  whereupon  great  disturbances 
arose,  insomuch  that  many  shot  were  fired  at  your  Petition- 
er's husband,  who  was  greatly  in  danger  of  his  life,  and 
glad  to  get  out  of  the  way  till  the  unhappy  difference  could 
be  settled:  That  your  Petitioner  does  not  presume  farther 
to  enter  into  the  particulars  of  any  charge  laid  against  her 
husband,  but  hopes  they  will  appear  false,  and  trusts  that 
the  members  at  this  honourable  Board  will  sympathize  with 
the  Petitioner's  real  distress,  and  grant  this  her  earnest  and 
humble  prayer:  That  the  said  Alexander  White,  her  truly 
unfortunate  husband,  may  be  discharged  by  the  order  of 
this  honoiuable  Board,  upon  his  parole  of  honour  not  to  act 
or  do  any  tiling  that  can  give  the  least  offence;  or,  other- 
wise, that  this  honourable  Board  will  be  pleased  to  refer 
whatever  charge  may  be  against  her  husband  to  the  Com- 
mittee at  Albany,  that  he  may,  in  the  most  convenient  time, 
be  heard  thereon,  in  order  to  obtain  his  enlargement;  or 
that  this  honourable  Board  will  use  such  measures  for  the 
relief  of  the  Petitioner  and  her  husband,  as  in  their  human- 
ity and  tender  consideration  shall  be  thought  expedient. 
"  And  your  Petitioner,  as  in   humble  duty  bound,  will 

ever  pray,  &c.  ,,  •■.  ,,- 

'     -"  "Llizabeth  White. 

-Cily  ofNuw-York,  October  2,  177.')." 

A  Letter  from  Henry  JVisner,  Esquire,  at  Continental 
Congress,  dated  28th  September,  enclosing  the  Articles  of 
Agreement  for  the  due  regulation  and  government  of  the 
Associators  in  I'ennsylvania,  and  also  as  to  Saltpetre,  was 
read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Henry  JVisncr,  Esquire,  dated  the  30[li 
September,  was  also  read  and  filed. 

The  Military  Articles  of  Eerinsylvania  therein  mentioned, 
and  the  reasons  of  the  Associators  against  signing  them, 
also  therein  mentioned,  were  respectively  read  and  filed. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned. 


K.KTRAI.T     OF     A     r.KTTEU      UECEIVED      IN     W  11,1,1  AMSIiURGH, 
DATED    NOKFOl.K,    VIKOIMA,    OCTOHEU     1,     1775. 

Yesterday  came  on  shore  about  fifteen  of  the  King's 
soldiers,  and  marched  up  to  the  printing  office,  out  of  which 
they  took  all  the  types  and  part  of  the  press,  and  carried 
them  on  board  the  new  ship  Eilbeck,  in  jjresence,  I  sup- 
pose, of  between  two  and  three  hundred  spectators,  without 
meeting  with  the  least  molestation ;  and  upon  the  drums 
heating  up  and  down  the  Town,  there  were  only  about 
thirty-five  men  to  arms.  They  say  they  want  to  print  a 
few  papers  themselves;  that  they  looked  upon  the  press 
not  to  be  free,  and  had  a  mind  to  publish  something  in 
vindication  of  their  own  characters.  But  as  they  have  only 
part  of  the  press,  and  no  ink  as  yet,  it  is  out  of  their  power 
to  do  any  thing  in  the  priming  business.  They  have  got 
neither  of  the  compositors,  but  1  understand  there  is  a 
printer  on  hoard  the  Otter. 

.Mr.  Cnniming,  the  liookbindcr,  was  pressed  on  board, 
hut  is  admitted  ashore  at  times.  He  says  Captain  Squire 
was  very  angry  they  did  not  get  Mr.  Holt,  who  hajipened 
to  he  in  the  house  the  whole  time  they  were  searching, 
but  luckily  made  his  escape,  notwithstanding  the  oflice  was 
•luarded  all  round.      Mr.  Cumming  also  informs  that  the 
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every  thing  in  sale  order  to  the 


ofiicc,  after  ho  answers  his  ends,  which,  he  says,  will  be  in 
about  three  weeks.  It  was  extremely  melancholy  to  hear 
the  cries  of  the  women  and  children  in  the  streets;  most 
of  the  families  are  moving  out  of  Town  wilh  the  greatest 
<'xnedition;  the  carls  have  been  going  all  this  day. 


E\rU\fT   OK    A    I.ETTEIl    EUO.M    AN    lilUCi:!!    AT    ST.    JOHN  S, 
DATF,1)  OCTOBER    I,    I'l"."). 

1  will  i;iv.>  you  a  short  sketch  of  th.'  dillbrcnt  skirmishes 
wc  liiiM'  li;iil  111  this  Norlliein  Army.  Alier  we  arrived  at 
ihc  IJr-(iiii-\i,ii ,  Colonel  IVaterbury  with  his  Regiment 
prori'iilcd  down  the  Lake,  and  began  an  intrenchment  at 
the  distance  of  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Si.  .John's,  from 
whence  he  sent  a  small  party  into  the  woods,  who  were 
attacked  by  a  number  of  Regulars  and  Indians.  In  this 
engagement.  Colonel  tlatcrbury  had  eight  men  killed  and 
six  wounded;  on  the  side  of  the  enemy,  twelve  killed  and 


several  wounded,  chiefly  Iiulians:  Major //oWi/ wounded 
in  this  battle.  After  this  encounter  our  peojile  returned  to 
the  Llc-aux-Noix.  In  the  next  ])lace,  a  party  of  five  hun- 
dred set  out  in  the  night,  to  go  by  St.  John's  to  Chambli/. 
We  proceeded  as  far  as  the  aforesaid  intrenchment,  where 
we  were  attacked  by  the  enemy,  when  a  hot  fire  ensued 
for  the  space  of  six  or  eight  minutes.  At  length  the  enemy 
fled,  and  we  took  possession  of  the  intrenchment,  where 
we  tarried  till  morning;  and  as  the  Fort  was  alarmed,  we 
thought  it  not  safe  to  pioceed,  and  so  returned  to  our  old 
encampment  at  the  Isle-aux-Aoix.  In  this  engagement 
we  had  none  either  killed  or  wounded  ;  the  enemy,  we  are 
cri'dihl}-  informed,  had  eleven  killed  and  three  wounded. 

Sej)le!nber  lGlli,we  again  left  the  Isle-aux-\oir,  in  order 
to  lay  siege  to  St.  .John's.  AVe  had  before  sent  a  party  of 
one  hundred  to  Chambly,  who,  hearing  that  some  Regulars 
were  trans|iorling  provisions  to  St.  John's,  attacked  lliem, 
look  two  prisoners  and  a  considerable  prize,  and  then  be- 
gan to  fortify  about  two  miles  distant  from  St.  John's,  in  order 
to  cut  o(i' communications,  expecting  soon  a  re-enforcement 
from  our  Army.  But  being  discovered  by  the  enemy  at 
St.  John's,  a  party  of  two  hundred  Regulars  sallied  out 
with  field-pieces,  and  our  men,  being  but  half  their  number, 
and  poorly  fortified,  were  obliged  to  retreat  to  the  woods. 
In  this  action,  (.'apt.  John  Watson,  in  Col.  Hinman's  Regi- 
ment, was  badly  wounded,  but  is  like  to  recover.  We 
were  then  on  our  march  through  the  woods  for  their  relief, 
hut  too  late.  When  we  came  up  to  the  place  where  the 
battle  was  fought,  we  found  the  enemy  in  possession  of  oui 
breastwork.  They  gave  us  a  very  heavy  fire,  and  then  re- 
tivaled  back  to  the  Fort.  Col.  Allen,  with  a  party,  hath 
since  had  a  battle  near  Montreal,  and  is  taken  a  |)risoner, 
with  fourteen  more.  We  have  shut  up  St.  John's,  and 
expect  soon  to  he  in  possession  of  that  place:  we  are  con- 
sianll)-  placing  on  them  with  our  cannon  and  bombs.  The 
Canadians  aiechiellv  on  our  sitlc.    The  Indians  are  for  us. 


EXrUMT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  OENTLEMAN   IN  LONDON. 
DATED  ({UEHECK,  OCTOBER  \,     177.5. 

The  Governour  and  Legislative  Council  of  this  Province 
have  been  assembled,  but  after  several  meetings  have  not 
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been  able  to  agree  upon  any  ordinances.  Monsieur  »SV.  Liikc 
La  Come,  and  others  of  the  Counsellors,  would  not  hear 
of  Juries,  but  insisted  on  following  the  letter  of  the  (^uebcck 
Act.  The  Governour  suddenly  bioke  up  the  Council,  and 
set  off  for  Dloiitreal.  On  his  way  there,  every  attempt  was 
made  to  induce  the  Canadians  to  join  him.  Anns  for  two 
thousand  men  were  sent  up  by  land,  and  ammunition  in 
proportion,  to  arm  those  Canadians  who  should  join  him 
on  the  road;  and  reports  came  down  to  this  place  that  he 
had  not  arms  enough  for  the  numbers  that  had  joined  him. 
But  all  this  would  not  make  the  Canadians  about  Qucl/ick 
stir.  At  one  time  Si.  Johns  was  said  to  be  invested  by 
five  thousand  Provincials  ;  then  it  was  said  they  were  re- 
tired ;  then  the  River  Cliamblij  (that  is,  liichdieu  or  Sorel) 
was  said  to  be  full  of  them,  and  that  they  were  sending 
ciicular  letters  about  the  country;  then  Montreal  was 
said  to  be  surrounded  by  them ;  in  short,  not  a  single  re- 
port could  be  depended  on.  We,  however,  learnt  at  last 
that  Jeremiah  Duggan  and  young  Livingston,  who  are 
Sdttled  on  the  River  Chanibly,  (that  is,  Richelieu  or  Sorel,) 
had  joined  lliem  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  Canadians,  and 
that  he  had  nearly  taken  the  Governour  prisoner,  as  also 
Lord  Pitt.  And  soon  after,  unexpectedly  and  all  on  a 
sudden,  Lady  Maria  Carleton's  passage  was  taken  on 
board  one  of  the  vessels  in  the  harbour,  and  she  set  oti'  in 
two  days,  with  her  family,  for  England.  Tiie  fortifications 
of  this  Town  were  ordered  to  be  put  into  an  immediate 
state  of  defence  ;  a  barrier-gate  built  on  the  hill  which 
divides  the  upper  Town  of  (^uebeclc  from  the  lower;  every 
avenue  stockaded  ;  several  large  vessels  taken  into  the 
Government's  service,  pierced,  and  mounted  with  cannon; 
an  embargo  laid  on  all  shipping  by  Proclamation;  the  sail- 
ors taken  to  man  the  ships  of  war,  and  for  other  services, 
such  as  erecting  batteiies  and  the  like  ;  and  Lord  Pitt  and 
others  took  their  passage  for  England.  This  struck  every 
one  with  amazement,  as  we  did  not  know  which  way  to 
look  for  the  attack,  every  motion  made  by  the  Provincials 
being  kept  a  secret  from  us.  In  this  general  apprehension, 
many  fell  to  packing  up  their  goods,  others  made  prepara- 
tions to  move  out  of  Town  ;  some  talked  of  making  a  good 
defence,  others  a  good  capitulation.  However,  just  in  the 
midst  of  this  desponding  situation  (when  the  communica- 
tion between  St.  John's  and  Montreal  was  cut  oti",  and  the 
enemies  had  appeared  about  La  Frairie,  and  even  at  La 
Chine)  the  last  post  brought  us  news  from  Montreal,  that 
Jeremiah  Duggan  had  crossed  the  river  at  Long  Point, 
with  some  of  that  banditti,  and  Colonel  Allen  at  the  head, 
and  some  Canadians,  and  had  marched  towards  Mo7ilreal ; 
but  that  the  people  of  31ontrcal  had  by  some  chance  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  their  approach,  and  that  thereupon 
the  English  inhabitants  of  that  Town,  with  a  few  Canadi- 
ans, had  immediately  turned  out  to  oppose  them ;  and  that 
Major  Campbell  had  headed  the  party,  and  that  they  had 
met  with  the  others,  and  given  them  battle  near  Colonel 
Christie's  farm.  Duggan's  people  were  pretty  stiti',  but 
the  Canadians  who  were  with  them  left  them,  and  took  to 
a  barn.  Our  people,  however,  got  the  better,  and  took  Al- 
len prisoner,  with  thirty  or  forty  of  this  banditti ;  but  Dug- 
gan set  off  before  the  rout,  and  made  his  escape.  Captain 
Cardan  was  wounded,  and  soon  died  of  the  wound;  Alex- 
ander Patterson  was  wounded  in  the  belly.  Duggan  had 
given  his  followers  reason  to  expect  that  when  they  had 
crossed  the  river,  all  the  Canadians  would  join  them.  He 
promised  them  one  shilling  three  pence  per  diem,  and  the 
plunder.  It  is  lamentable  to  think  of  the  Province  being 
thrown  into  this  distracted  state,  with  an  entire  stop  to  trade. 


EXTRACT     OF    ANOTIIKR    LKTTER    FROM    qUKBECK,     DATF.D 
OCTOBER    1,    1775. 

After  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  by 
the  Provincials,  by  surprise,  about  May  last,  and  the  subse- 
quent incursion  into  the  Province,  near  St.  John's,  by  a 
small  party  of  the  Provincials  under  one  Allen,  Governour 
Carkton,  who  was  then  at  Montreal,  sent  forward  all  the 
Troops  that  he  coulil  spare,  to  intrench  themselves  at  St. 
John's,  in  the  strongest  manner  they  could,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Marre,  Engineer.  He  at  the  same  time  sent 
down  to  Quebcck  for  all  the  shiji-carpenters  that  could  be 
got ;  and  a  number  of  them  went  up.  under  the  direction 
of  Captain  Zachanj  Thompson,  to  build  vessels  and  craft 


to  replace  those  that  were  lost  upon  Lake  Champlain  ;  and 
it  was  expected  by  everyone,  that  they  could  be  ready  to 
be  launched  about  the  end  of  August;  and  tl)at,  if  the 
Canadians  could  be  raised,  an  expedition  would  be  at- 
tempted to  retake  those  forts.  Upon  this  occasion,  every 
invention  that  could  be  imagined  was  made  use  of  to  get 
the  Canadians  to  rise;  but  the  appointment  of  several 
odicers  that  had  formerly  been  in  the  pay  of  the  French 
King,  and  of  some  very  young  men,  mere  striplings,  to  the 
command  of  the  Militia,  was  so  disagreeable  to  them,  that 
none  of  them  would  enlist.  They  well  remembered  the 
treatment  they  had  received  from  such  gentry  before  the 
conquest,  and  theix'fore  desired  that  Englishmen  might  be 
a|)pointed  to  command  them,  and  upon  these  youths 
threatening  them  to  return  with  the  soldiers  to  force  them 
to  a  compliance,  they  rose  in  bodies  of  twelve  and  fifteen 
hundred  men,  armed  with  all  kinds  of  instiuments,  and 
were  determined  to  be  cut  to  pieces  rather  than  submit  ; 
and  the  Governour  was  obliged  to  appease  them. 

The  two  Erasers,  Captain  Nuirne,  and  Captain  Ikuyer. 
were  employed  to  prevail  on  them  to  rise  about  and  below 
the  Town  of  (^(((.Y/cfA",  but  to  no  purpose;  so  fixed  v\a> 
the  determination  of  neutrality  throughout  the  Piovince. 

Colonel  Claris  and  Colonel  Johnson  arrived  at  Montnui. 
by  the  way  of  Osircgo,  with  some  Mohairlc  Indians,  who. 
with  some  other  iNations  of  Indians  who  had  been  sent 
for,  and  came  Aown  about  the  same  time,  made  up  tlu- 
number  of  about  fifteen  hundred  persons,  men.  women  and 
children,  of  whom  about  three  hundred  were  (ightini:  men. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  these  Indians,  the  Canadians  wen- 
tried  again,  and  sundry  and  terrible  I'alse  alarms  were 
spread.  This  occasioned  some  few  of  them  to  turn  out  as 
volunteers,  with  some  Indians,  to  I'cconnoiire,  and  they  fell 
in  with  other  reconnoitring  parties,  and  skirmishes  ensued, 
which  were  magnified  to  an  incredible  degree.  At  last, 
some  Indians,  who  had  taken  an  empty  batteau  while  the 
people  were  ashore,  got  wounded  as  they  v.ere  getting 
away  with  it.  That  sickened  them.  However,  they  shot 
one  of  the  party  ashore,  and  then,  waiting  at  some  distance 
till  the  rest  of  the  party  were  gone,  they  went  ashore  and 
cut  his  head  off,  and  brought  it  to  Montreal.  By  the 
papers  in  his  pocket,  it  appeared  to  be  Captain  Baker.  It 
was  then  reported,  that  he  had  instructions  from  General 
Schuyler  to  give  no  quarter  to  Canadians  or  Indians:  but 
tliat  appearing  so  impolitick,  it  was  soon  contradicted. 
Some  time  after,  a  skirmish  happened,  but  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  Canadians  having  taken  arms  was  not  true. 
At  last,  the  Indians  began  to  be  troublesome,  and  were 
entirely  useless. 

The  Governour,  therefore,  finding  all  his  cfl'orts  to  be  in 
vain  to  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  engagements,  and  give  ]iroo! 
of  his  influence  over  the  Canadians  through  his  friench, 
the  noblesse  of  the  Province,  was  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  the  English,  who  had  been  represented  as  few  in  num- 
ber, of  little  consequence,  and  not  \vorthy  of  even  liie 
notice,  and  much  less  of  the  protection  of  Government. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  CAMP  AT  i  A  MBRlli.-,  i, 
01  TOREK  1,  177.5. 

We  have  just  received  an  account,  that  ('olonel  Arnold 
had  not  sale  fifty  miles  up  the  Kenmlieck  River,  found 
all  the  batteaus  ready,  and  proceeded  six  days  ago,  his 
men  in  good  spirits,  and  with  e\ery  encouragement.  Th<- 
Captain  of  this  vessel  says,  if  he  gets  to  (^utheck  before 
Carleton  can  get  down  from  St.  John's  with  the  Troops, 
it  will  surrender  without  a  shot  being  fired.  That  there  is 
the  greatest  collection  of  arms  and  ammunition  that  has 
been  in  one  place  in  America  for  a  long  time.  He  says, 
he  saw  not  less  than  ten  thousand  (piarter  ca-^ks  of  powder 
in  the  magazine,  and  that  there  is  all  other  ammunition  i:^ 
proportion. 

The  General  has  directed  three  vessels  to  be  armed  ar-; 
manned,  to  interrept  the  transports  daily  arriving  at  Bos- 
ton, with  provisions,  &c.  The  people  of  this  Province, 
particularly  on  the  coast,  are  much  pleased  with  it,  and 
we  expect  to  derive  no  small  advantage  from  it.  There  has 
been  no  movement  in  either  camp  here  for  several  days, 
and  scarcely  a  gun  fired,  except  about  five  or  six  days  aco. 
a  cannon  shot  from  our  lines,  passed  through  the  barrack 
on    Boston   Xcrk,   te.ok   off  the   leg  of  a   Captain   of  •.'■■t 
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Forty-Fourth,  wliicli  broii^'lit  on  a  heavy  fuing  from  them 
lor  some  time,  but  with  no  eti'ect.  Our  hues  are  now  ex- 
tended very  near,  within  point  hlani<  musket  shot  of  their 
sentries.  U  is  proposed  to  diive  them  (|uite  within  their 
lines,  wliich  may  he  easily  done  this  week.  Two  deserters 
yesterday,  hut  hrouglit  no  news. 


CKNKUAl,    f;A(iK   TO   TlIK    KAlil,    OK    DAItTMOLTH . 

IJoston,  Uctoher  1,  1775. 

.Mv  LoKi)  :  1  w,is  iioiioured  with  your  Lordshi|)'s  sepa- 
rate letter  ol'  the  :Jd  ol'  Aiiismt,  on  the  -JGth  ultimo,  in 
which  you  are  pleased  to  inform  me  of  the  measures  that 
aie  taken  hy  His  Majesty's  command  to  re-enforce  his 
Army  in  ^ortli- America,  and  to  state  certain  questions 
(oncernini;  the  o|)eraiions  the  most  advisable  to  he  carried 
on.  After  taking  these  into  consideration,  it  remains  to 
give  your  Lordshi[)  my  oi)iiiion  liiereupon,  viz: 

1st.  Wiiether  we  should  push  the  war  with  our  whole 
loice  the  next  cam|)aign  on  the  side  of  xScw-Eiii^litnd. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  no  olVensive  operations  can  be  car- 
ried on  to  advantaije  from  Boston.  On  a  supposition  of  a 
certainty  of  drivinsj;  the  Rebels  from  their  inlrenchments, 
no  advantage  would  be  gained  but  reputation  ;  victory  could 
not  be  improved,  through  the  want  of  every  necessary  to 
march  into  the  country.  The  loss  of  men  would  proba- 
bly be  great,  and  the  Rebels  be  as  numerous  in  a  few-  days 
as  before  their  defeat ;  besides,  the  country  is  remarkably 
strong,  and  adapted  to  their  way  of  fighting. 

•M.  Whether,  viewing  the  whole  state  of  America,  it 
woidd  not  be  more  advisable  to  make  JJiuIsoils  River  tlie 
seat  of  war,  and  for  that  purpose  immediately  take  posses- 
sion of  the  City  oi'  New- York  with  a  part  of  our  force, 
leaving  at  Boston  what  is  necessary  to  secm-e  that  post, 
and  keep  up  a  diversion  on  that  side. 

It  has  always  appeared  to  me  most  advisable  to  make 
Jltulsonh  River  the  seat  of  war ;  its  situation  between  the 
eastern  and  western  Colonies  is  advantageous,  besides 
being  commodious  in  trans|)orting  the  necessaries  of  an 
Army.  We  are  made  to  believe,  also,  that  many  friends  in 
that  Province  would  appear  in  arms,  and  the  Troo|)s 
receive  many  supplies  they  are  in  want  of.  A  communi- 
cation with  Canada  might  be  better  secured  from  thence 
than  any  other  part ;  and  during  the  winter,  when  Troops 
catmot  keep  the  field,  attempts  might  be  made  upon  the 
Southern  Provinces,  by  embarking  in  the  trans|)orts.  1  am, 
however,  of  opinion,  that  the  forcr  now  in  Boston  cannot 
he  divided,  ami  is  too  weak  to  liuld  Jinsinn  and  .\cic-  York 
at  the  same  lime. 

:jd.  Whether,  if  it  shouhl  he  judged  unsafe  or  unadvi- 
sable  to  take  post  at  New-York,  it  may  not  be  expedient 
to  endeavour,  with  a  part  of  the  force  under  yoiu'  command, 
embarked  on  board  the  transports,  to  make  an  impression 
on  other  places,  which,  if  it  answered  no  other  purpose, 
would  enable  you  to  collect  a  large  sup|)ly  of  live  stock 
and  provisions,  which  is  no  trilling  object  in  your  present 
circumstances. 

It  would  undoubtedly  be  of  gical  use  to  make  impres- 
sions on  several  [)laces,  were  there  Tmops  ^uliicirnt  lo  hmd 
in  force,  so  as  lo  be  enabled  to  stand  ihiii  mnniid.  .Small 
enterprises  of  the  kind  we  have  found  Ijcih  llcial  in  collect- 
ing live  stock,  and  may  be  continued  uhuucver  lianspi)rts 
are  not  otherwise  employed. 

And,  lastly,  whether,  if  ncillur  ol'llic  two  last  proposi- 
tions can  be  effected,  and  if  even  lioslon  should  not  he 
tiMiahle  in  tlie  winter  without  hazard,  (as  manv  hen'  think.) 
it  might  not  be  advisable  that  your  whole  .Viniy  should  he 
posted  in  proper  divisions  at  ll.tHjar  and  (yi/r/irc/,-,  until 
the  events  of  the  winter  shall  pomi  out  the  hcst  place  of 
operation  in  the  spring. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  Bo^^lon  will  \,r-  l.aiahle  in  the  win- 
ter, witliout  hazard. 

Having  answered  your  l-ordship's  (|uesii,)ns,  1  will  take 
the  liberty  to  add,  that  it  appears  to  me  most  necessary,  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  war,  to  be  in  possession  of  some 
Province  where  you  can  be  secured,  and  from  whence  yon 
can  draw  supplies  of  provision  and  forage,  and  that  New- 
York  seems  to  be  tlio  most  proper  to  answer  those  pur- 
poses. There  the  foundation  of  the  war  should  ho  laid,  hy 
liaviu','  Troops  in  forc-e,  large  magazines  of  mihinry  stoic= 
of  all  kinds,  and  die  whole  well  forlifii'd  and  secured. 


The  possession  o{  Boston  occasions  a  considerable  diver- 
sion of  the  enemy's  force,  and  is  so  far  of  use;  but  is,  at 
the  same  time,  so  open  to  attacks  on  many  sides,  that  it 
re(juires  a  large  body  to  defend  it. 

Castle  It'il/iam  defends  the  channel,  a  circiunstance  of 
no  u^e  to  us,  but  would  be  greatly  prejudicial,  should  the 
Rebels  find  means  to  get  that  fortress  in  their  hands  ;  on 
which  accounts,  1  have  caused  the  sea-battery  to  be  de- 
stroyed, and  have  ordered  the  fort  to  be  mined,  in  order  to 
be  blown  if  the  Troops  should  be  ordered  from  Huston. 

Could  our  Troops  be  numerous  enough  to  multiply  our 
attacks,  my  opinion  is  much  in  favour  of  seizing  Rhode- 
Island.  1  conceive  it  to  be  easy  defended,  with  the  aid  of 
a  frigate  or  two,  and  a  few  sinall  vessels  of  war;  and  is  so 
situated  as  to  have  an  easy  connnuuication  with  New-  York, 
and  from  thence  the  whole  coast  of  Connecticut,  the  north 
side  of  Lung-Island,  and  the  western  jjarts  of  .Massacliu- 
setts-Baij,  may  he  attacked. 

By  letters  lately  from  Halifax,  Governour  Leggt  in- 
forms me  that  upwards  of  four  hundred  persons  have  asso- 
ciated themselves  there,  in  defence  of  Government.  The 
Fowci/,  ship  of  war,  is  ordered  there,  and  takes  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gorcham,  with  some  recruits  of  his  own  and  Mr. 
jVcLtaii^s  corps,  and  two  Comjianies  of  the  Fourteenth, 
under  convoy  ;  so  that  I  hope,  with  the  Associators,  a  body 
will  he  formed  of  about  six  hundred  men  at  Halifax,  ex- 
clusive of  the  ^Somerset  and  Fowei/,  ships  of  war.  I  \\rote 
there  long  since,  about  intrenching  the  heights  aho\e  the 
dock  yard  and  the  Citadel-Hill,  but  have  no  account  u  hat 
has  been  done  in  it. 

1  lia\c  the  hunoin-  to  he,  J>:c.,  Thomas  Ga(.f,. 


When  the  civil  and  political  rights  of  a  free  ))co|)le  have 
been  daringly  invaded,  by  open  violence  on  one  hand,  and 
basely  deserted  and  betrayed  by  treacherous  friends  on  the 
other,  against  whom  no  prudence  can  guard,  no  courage 
can  defend;  when  their  indignation  has  increased  in  pro- 
portion to  the  wrongs  they  have  suffered,  and  they  are 
roused  to  resistance  by  repeated  insults,  their  situation  is 
really  alarming.  Every  measure  they  pursue  for  obtain- 
ing peace  and  security  is  important,  and  may  be  fatal. 
Their  vigorous  exertions  are  marked  with  the  opprobrious 
term  of  rebellion,  and  if  they  fail  in  the  cause,  their  death 
will  be  doubly  ignominious.  There  is  such  a  jjcriod  of 
dilliculty  and  danger  in  the  history  of  almost  every  nation. 
'J'here  may  he  such  a  one  in  the  annals  of  this  Country. 
Let  us  suppose  it  arrived.  On  one  side  the  rights  of  the 
Colonies  have  been  rei)eatedly,  flagrantly  \iolated.  They 
ha\e  petitioned  and  remonstrated  in  vain.  They  ha\e  been 
stigmatized,  they  aflirm,  by  a  venal  Parliament,  as  factious 
and  discontented.  The  best  of  Princes  has  descended  to 
shar(^  the  narrow  vieus  and  interests  of  his  servants.  He 
has  adopted  their  impotent  menaces,  and  the  fatal  malig- 
nii\  of  their  passions.  He  has  taken  a  decisive  personal 
part  against  his  Colonies,  and  rejected  their  humble  peti- 
tions with  coiitemiit.  They  have  followed  the  glorious 
example  of  olliir  Stales,  and  ceased  to  confine  their  re- 
sentment to  a  subnussive  representation  of  their  wrongs. 
Thi'v  have  renounced  the  forms  of  the  Constitution,  and 
appcali'd  lo  lliat  high  Reing  wdio  confers  the  rights  of  liu- 
niaiiiiy,  \iliosc  nlfi.  It  were  impious  to  surrender.  They 
art-'  now  i'iad\'  to  imii  their  Sovereign  in  the  field,  in 
<lcfeucc  of  that  lilii'ity  which  they  received  from  their 
fathers,  wliirh  is  the  su|ip(,rt  of  his  throne  and  the  hirth- 
linht  of  hi-  Mihjocis.  Tlu'  circumstances  to  which  they 
arc  reduced  will  not  admit  of  a  disgracefid  compromise. 
Tlicy  despise  tho«e  indecisive  qualifying  measures  which 
rciidLr  his  Government  ridiculous,  and  will  reject  them  with 
contempt.  'J'iioy  liave  too  much  understanding  and  spirit 
lo  he  iiitiiniilaii  d  hy  the  frowns  of  a  King  or  the  insignifi- 
cant throats  of  his  favoin-ites.  IV'othing  less  than  a  formal 
repeal  of  the  acts  which  strike  at  the  vital  principles  of  the 
Constitution,  together  with  ample  satisfaction  for  the  havock 
of  his  friends,  can  heal  the  wounds  they  have  received, 
nor  will  any  thing  less  be  accepted. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  am  convinced  that  His  Majesty's 
heart  and  understanding  have  been  so  biased  in  favour  ol 
the  abilities  of  his  woithv  servants,  that  nothing  less  than 
his  own  misfortunes  can  undeceive  him.    Even  this  dernier 
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resort  of  liis  subjects  to  arms,  this  resolution,  whicli  de- 
S|)air  alone  could  dictate,  has  failed  to  (hisli  conviction  upon 
minds  blunted  by  prejudice,  iuipenelridile  to  trulh.  VViien 
a  man  is  resolved  to  believe,  the  veiy  absurdity  of  the  doc- 
trine confirms  him  in  the  faith.  Contracted  ujitlerstandings 
can  draw  proofs  of  victory  from  a  defeat,  and  find  an  earn- 
est of  future  prosperity  in  the  absolute  ruin  of  dielr  alFairs. 
The  King's  friends,  as  his  favourites  emphatically  style 
themselves,  to  convert  the  slain  of  former  rebellions,  re- 
solve to  pursue  that  system  which  has  reduced  them  to  a 
situation  so  miseral  le  that  they  cannot  do  wrong  without 
ruin,  nor  right  without  affliction.  They  still  resolve  to 
see  the  liberties  of  America  at  their  feet.  That  Constitu- 
tion which  their  ancestors  failed  of  subverting  at  Culluden, 
they  attack  more  securely  at  St.Janics's,  under  the  patron- 
age of  the  best  of  Princes.  In  these  circumstances,  it  is 
important  to  inrjuire  in  what  manner  a  brave  and  a  free 
people  should  improve  their  advantages;  in  what  manner 
they  ought  to  resent  the  insults  they  have  already  received, 
and  guard  against  future  indignities. 

The  condition  of  this  Country,  whatever  light  it  is 
\iewed  in,  merits  attention.  It  is  not  to  my  purpose,  nor 
is  it  my  province,  to  consider  it  minutely.  As  the  circum- 
stances are  dillicult  and  dangerous,  we  feel  them  ;  as  they 
are  favourable,  I  wish  they  may  be  improved.  On  this 
subject  1  mean  to  communicate  my  sentiments  more  fully 
than  I  have  hitherto  attempted.  I  have  been  charged  with 
representing  the  be>t  of  Princes  in  a  contemptible  light, 
with  encouraging  principles  of  independence,  and  endea- 
vouring to  cut  off  the  possibility  of  an  honourable  compro- 
mise. 1  have  a  claim  to  the  candid  interpretation  of  my 
Country.  1  speak  to  the  collective  body  of  the  people  ; 
upon  the  most  obvious  principles  of  policy  and  prudence, 
we  ought  to  adopt  and  pursue  decisive,  vigorous  measures: 
we  ought  to  do  it  instantly.  The  members  of  the  com- 
munity should  be  directly  employed  as  their  various  incli- 
nations dispose  them,  for  the  advantage  of  the  common 
cause.  By  sei'ving  their  interests,  they  essentially  serve 
us. 

iVo  man  condemns  more  sincerely  than  I  do,  that 
wretched  plan  of  policy  which  has  exasperated  the  peo- 
ple, and  alienated  their  aflections  from  the  Sovereign.  His 
IMajesty  is  undoubtedly  possessed  of  many  private  good 
qualities  ;  but  his  private  virtues  have  been  the  source  of 
liis  misfortunes.  With  the  greatest  benevolence,  and  the 
best  intentions,  his  tlirone,  through  the  folly  and  treachery 
of  his  servants,  has  been  constantly  surrounded  with  the 
reproaches  and  complaints  of  his  subjects.  I  am  far  from 
suspecting  His  Majesty  of  any  design  upon  the  liberties  of 
llie  people.  II'  he  has  been  persuaded  to  take  an  unwor- 
thy, personal  part  against  his  Colonies,  I  attribute  it  to  that 
inoffensive  simplicity  which  guards  the  King  against  a  thou- 
sand daggers.  1  impute  his  own  disgrace,  and  the  wretched 
situation  of  his  affairs,  to  the  pernicious  principles  he  im- 
bibed in  his  youth,  and  the  fatal  influence  of  designing 
favourites.  These  worthy  men  have  given  him  many  sin- 
gular proofs  of  their  abilities  ;  I  am  not,  therefore,  surprised 
at  his  peculiar  attachment  to  the  avowed  enemies  of  the 
House  of //((/ioDtr.  But  by  advancing  them  to  the  fn'St 
posts  in  Government,  he  has  unfortunately  ele\ated  the 
mark  at  which  his  people  direct  all  their  contempt  and  de- 
testation. Though  His  Majesty  has  made  a  publick  sur- 
render, a  solemn  sacrifice,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  world, 
nut  only  of  the  intei'ests  of  his  subjects,  but  of  his  own 
personal  reputation,  by  abandoning  the  duties  of  a  Monarch 
to  a  set  of  men  whom  the  people  have  long  since  discarded 
as  unworthy  their  confidence  ;  though  he'is  satisfied  with 
the  wretched  formaliiies  of  a  King,  and  has  sullied  the  dig- 
nity of  that  Crown  which  his  predecessors  have  worn  with 
honour;  though  his  life  has  been  a  uniform  course  of 
shameless  obedience  to  his  seivants,  and  a  gross  neglect 
of  the  complaints  of  the  people,  still  1  wish  to  consider 
him  as  the  first  Magistrate,  and  separate  the  virtues  of  the 
man  from  the  vices  of  his  Government.  I  would  make  a 
due  allowance  for  the  prejudices  of  education.  There  has 
been  something  most  singularly  unfortunate  in  the  life  of 
GUI  most  gracious  Sovereign.  Accuslonied,  from  his  earliest 
infancy,  to  despise  his  own  understanding;,  and  rely  on  that 
of  his  friends,  he  seldom  presumes  to  comprehend  the 
depths  of  their  policy,  and  implicitly  confirms  what  they, 
in  their  profound  wlselom,  dictate.  Does  the  cunning  Lord 
Fourth  Serieis. — ^'oI-.  in.  59 


Mitnsfidd  pronounce  the  Colonies  in  rebellion?  the  King 
gracefully  echoes  the  same  language.  Does  the  amiable 
Lord  JSorth  blusteringly  declare  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, •'  that  he  will  not  treat  with  America  till  he  sees  her 
at  his  feel?"  the  best  of  Princes  steps  forward  and  deliveis 
the  same  important  doctrine  from  the  throne.  Does  the 
faithful  and  trusty  JVtdclerburne  cry  havock?  I  am  sorry, 
says  the  best  of  Princes,  that  the  times  reiiuire  it,  but  the 
refractory  Colonies  must  be  subdued.  Thus,  whatever  be 
the  language  and  views  of  his  servants,  however  absurd 
and  impracticable.  His  Majesty  adofits  them  with  all  their 
blunders.  They  have  now  reduced  him  to  the  most  de- 
plorable of  all  situations,  that  of  choosing  out  of  a  variety 
of  dilliculties;  but  whatever  way  he  turns  himself,  he  i's 
sure  to  meet  with  perplexity  and  distress.  Let  them  go  on 
as  they  have  begun,  and  I  think  simplicity  itself  cannot 
much  longer  be  misled.  At  present  I  regard  the  King  as 
the  creature  of  the  Constitution  ;  1  would  pay  him  the  per- 
sonal tribute  of  allegiance.  But  if  he  persists  to  shelter 
himself  under  the  forms  of  his  Parliament,  and  sets  his 
people  at  defiance:  if  he  is  determined  to  support  the 
iMinistry  who  have  almost  ruined  his  affairs,  the  time  may 
not  be  far  distant  when  he  will  cease  to  be  considered  even  as 
the  nominal  Sovereign  of  America.  His  Majesty  seems  to 
have  forgot  that  period  of  our  history,  (if  he  ever  knew  it,) 
when  the  New-England  Colonies  refused  to  issue  legal 
process  in  the  name  of  one  of  his  predecessors.  Should 
that  period  return  in  the  reign  of  the  best  of  Princes,  it 
would  endanger  his  establishment,  and  ruin  his  peace  of 
mind  forever.  His  security  is  that  of  his  peo|)le  in  every 
part  of  his  Dominions;  they  are  all  equally  entitled  to  the 
liberties  of  £Hi;7t47i/«e/i  and  the  protection  of  the  Sover- 
eign. When  he  withdraws  the  one,  and  his  friends  attack 
the  other,  they  should  be  informed  that  three  thousand 
miles  of  ocean  lie  between  them  and  us;  that  they  cannot 
govern  as  they  please;  that  it  is  the  eternal  condition  an- 
nexed to  great  empires,  that  to  govern  at  all,  the  extremi- 
ties should  be  held  with  a  loose  rein  ;  strain  the  cord,  and 
the  band  of  empire  is  broken.  Nature  has  said  it,  and  ex- 
perience confirms  it.  And  though  they  can  send  their 
thunder  to  remotest  w'orlds,  we  despise  the  plan  which 
must  be  widely  separated  fioin  the  execution,  which  the 
furious  elements  conspire  to  defeat. 

The  country  we  are  in  possession  of,  for  the  dominion  of 
which  we  are  now  contending,  was  purchased,  cultivateil, 
and  subdued  by  our  ancestors.  I  know  of  no  one  that 
possesses  more  internal  resources,  is  more  hap()ily  situated 
for  trade,  or  blest  with  a  serener  sky,  a  kinder  soil,  more 
striking  [)rospects,  or  larger  or  more  fertile  plains.  We 
have  crowded  the  desert  with  inhabitants  ;  men  and  flocks 
now  cover  the  sea-coasts  like  leaves  in  autumn.  We  have 
stretched  back  upon  the  hills  out  of  the  reach  of  the  east- 
ern breeze.  We  have  ascended  the  liighest  mountains; 
from  thence  we  behold  immense  plains  before  us,  vast,  rich, 
level  meadows  extending  beyond  the  reach  of  human 
eye.  Over  these  we  wander  without  restraint.  Under 
mild  and  equal  Governments,  these  boundless  tracts  must 
soon  become  the  hapjiy  residence  of  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  families  yet  unborn,  who,  by  sober  industry, 
shall  feed  the  hungry  and  clothe  the  naked  ;  turn  the  chan- 
nels of  wealth  to  their  Country,  and  support  her  fame,  her 
peace,  and  pros|)crity.  We  see  our  coasts  formed  into  the 
noblest  harbours,  at  convenient  distances  ;  vast  navigable 
streams  |)ervading  immeasurable  tracts,  through  impassable 
forests  and  luxuriant  plains,  by  which  the  various  produce 
of  nations  may  be  transported  to  the  remotest  inland  quar- 
ters with  ease  and  despatch  ;  pines  and  firs  that  reach  to 
heaven,  naval  stores  and  iron  mines  in  such  abundance, 
that  we  may  build  a  navy  for  our  defence,  independent  of 
every  country  upon  earth.  Our  seas  swarm  with  fish,  and 
the  soil  almost  spontaneously  produces  all  those  capital 
articles  which  are  the  sources  of  opulence,  of  indejiend- 
ence.  and  of  safety.  We  have  improved  the  natural  ad- 
vantages of  our  situation  ;  we  have  prosecuted  our  agricul- 
ture with  spirit  and  success.  Besides  plentifully  supplying 
tiie  wants  of  our  growing  multitude,  our  annual  export  of 
grain  has  long  since  exceeded  a  million  in  value  of  the  last 
harvest.  Tlie  new  wot  Id  bids  fair  to  be  the  granary  of  the 
old.  Tho  scarcity  felt  by  the  Parent  State  would  have 
often  been  a  desolating  famine,  if  the  exuberance  of  the 
Colonies  had  not  been  applied   to  satisfy  the  cries  of  her 
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starving  millions.  The  rapid  growth  of  the  West-India 
Islands  can  he  accounted  for  upon  no  other  principle  ;  they 
have  arrived  to  their  present  wealth  and  importance  in  the 
scale  of  commerce,  by  means  of  our  constant,  regular  ex- 
ports of  various  provision. 

Our  commerce  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  our  numbers. 
I  do  not  exceed  the  bounds  of  the  strictest  calculation, 
when  1  allirm  that  it  is  nearly  equal  to  that  which  England 
(pre-eminent  to  all  trading  States,  either  ancient  or  modern) 
carried  on  a  single  century  ago  with  the  whole  world  !  when 
she  subdued  nations,  established  her  liberty,  and  rode  mis- 
tress of  the  seas!  From  her  we  receive  one-half  of  all  she 
exports.  The  annual  profits  of  her  trade  with  the  Colo- 
nies do  not  fall  short  of  three  millions,  according  to  the 
most  moderate  computation.  This  enormous  sum  has  been 
raised  by  impositions  and  regulations  of  trade,  which  have 
overwhelmed  us  with  intolerable  debts.  ^Ve  have  consent- 
ed to  them,  not  from  their  equity  or  justice,  but  from  affec- 
tion to  the  Parent  State,  from  the  generous  spirit  o(  English- 
men, from  motives  of  mutual  peace  and  mutual  tranquillity. 
The  channels  by  which  riches  have  flowed  through  the 
Colonics,  have  been  so  turned,  that  they  all  discharge  into 
the  lap  of  the  Parent  State;  not  like  eastern  torrents,  but 
in  salubrious,  various,  placid,  and  copious  streams,  aug- 
menting her  influence,  refreshing  industry,  and  supporting 
her  grandeur.  We  form  the  firm  basis  of  Ireland,  and  sup- 
ply those  materials  which  invigorate  the  springs  of  national 
activity,  happiness,  and  splendour.  The  spirit  with  which 
we  have  prosecuted  our  fisheries  has  excited  admiration 
and  envy.  Look  at  the  manner  in  which  the  people  of 
the  Northern  Colonies  have  carried  on  the  whale  fishery; 
follow  them  through  tempestuous  seas,  in  their  dangerous 
enterprise,  among  mountains  of  ice,  beneath  the  arctick 
circle.  While  we  are  looking  for  them  in  the  frozen  re- 
cesses of  Hudson's  Bay,  we  hear  they  have  pierced  the 
opposite  region  of  polar  cold,  and  are  engaged  under  the 
frozen  serpent  of  the  south.  They  are  upon  the  coasts  of 
Africa ;  they  endure  the  intense  heats  that  rage  under  the 
burning  line  ;  they  strike  the  harpoon  and  draw  the  line 
on  the  coasts  of  i^rnciV;  Falkland  Island  is  but  a  stage  in 
the  jjiogress  of  their  hardy  industry.  There  is  no  sea  that 
is  not  vexed  by  their  fisheries  ;  no  climate  that  is  not  wit- 
ness to  their  toils.  The  |)ersevering  obstinacy  of  Holland, 
the  activity  o(  France,  the  fierce  spirit  o(  Russia,  and  the 
firm  sagacity  of  English  enterprise,  combine  to  form  a  spe- 
cies of  men  whom  no  dangers  can  daunt,  no  dilliculties 
subdue.  Above  all,  we  are  witnesses  of  that  spirit  of  lib- 
erty which  pervades  and  animates  the  whole,  supporting, 
confirming  their  courage,  and  extending  their  views.  This, 
Americans,  is  a  general  description  of  the  Coimtry  you 
have  undertaken  to  defend  ;  and  these  are  the  advantages 
of  your  situation. 

Let  us  see  in  what  manner  they  may  be  improved  for 
the  general  welfare  of  the  community,  and  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  every  individual.  1  lament  the  unhappy  ne- 
cessity, whenever  it  arises,  of  providing  for  the  safety  of 
the  State  by  a  temporary  invasion  of  any  of  the  rights  of 
the  most  profligate  citizen.  Would  to  (lad  it  were  possi- 
ble to  reconcile  these  important  objects  in  every  situation 
of  publick  allairs.  I  regard  the  legal  liberty  of  the  mean- 
est American  as  much  as  my  own,  and  would  defend  it 
with  as  much  zeal.  I  know  we  must  stand  or  fall  together. 
Rut  1  never  can  doubt  that  the  community  has  a  right  to 
connnand  the  service  of  its  members,  and  deprive  them  of 
the  benefits  of  society,  if  they  are  improved  to  injure  the 
people  at  large.  I  see  that  right  foimded  originally  npon 
necessity,  and  included  in  the  first  principles  of  Govern- 
ment. I  conclude  there  can  be  no  remedy,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  for  the  grievance  complained  of.  There  are 
situations,  too,  when  a  resolution  to  remain  neuter  may  be 
highly  criminal.  Such  determinations  commonly  proceed 
from  timidity,  and  not  from  principle.  The  man  who 
adopts  them  generally  means  to  be  determined  in  his  con- 
science by  the  event  of  the  dispute,  and  to  join  the  victo- 
rious party.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  strict  rights  of  the 
community  should  be  called  forth  upon  common  occasions  ; 
they  should  be  exerted  only  upon  great  emergencies,  when 
the  interests  of  society,  the  lives  or  liberties  of  the  people, 
arc  innnediately  in  question.  Great  allowance  shotilcl  he 
n)ade,  ovlmi  then,  for  passion  and  pr('judice.  In  violent 
convulsions  of  the  State  we  find  many  tinud  men,  and  many 


who  seriously  difler  from  the  sentiments  of  the  publick, 
and  from  each  other;  but  I  would  not  generallv  reject  the 
friendship  or  services  of  any  man,  because  he  differs  from 
the  general  faith  in  a  paiticular  opinion.  Every  man  may 
contribute  something  to  the  common  stock,  and  no  man's 
contribution  should  be  rejected.  Let  us  employ  the  men 
who  alTect,  on  all  occasions,  to  lake  a  moderate  part  for 
the  advantage  of  the  common  cause,  as  far  as  their  inclina- 
tions will  permit ;  let  us  profit  by  their  assistance,  and  place 
them,  if  it  be  possible,  in  the  post  of  danger,  to  prevent  de- 
sertion ;  let  us  discard  those  little  personal  resentments  that 
have  directed  some  of  us  in  our  conduct,  and  address  these 
men  with  the  spirit  of  Americans,  and  in  the  language  of 
gentlemen.  The  part  they  have  to  act  is  an  honourable 
one.  If  they  arc  really  attached  to  the  cause,  as  they  pre- 
tenil,  and  difler  from  us  only  in  the  mode  of  defending  it, 
they  may  surely  be  induced  to  exert  themselves  in  some 
way  to  promote  it.  It  is  not  a  time  to  trilie  with  their  for- 
tune ;  they,  with  the  i-est  of  their  fellow-subjects,  must  risk 
their  all  in  support  of  the  civil  Constitution,  of  that  legal 
liberty  which  every  Englishman  professes  to  defend  at  the 
hazard  of  his  life. 

Our  security  and  success  depend,  in  a  great  degree, 
upon  the  publick  credit— upon  the  faith  that  every  man 
has  in  the  ability  of  the  Slate  to  reward  him  for  his  ser- 
vice. Money  is  the  standard  by  which  we  njeasure  the 
value  of  that  service,  and  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life.  For 
want  of  gold  and  silver,  the  community  is  sometimes  neces- 
sitated to  establish  a  paper  currency;  this  is  meant  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  those  valuable  metals  ;  and  so  long  as  it 
is  received  and  paid  without  depreciation,  it  answers  all 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed  ;  it  constitutes  the 
basis  of  publick  success,  and  is  our  only  security.  I  con- 
sider the  man  who  undermines  this  solid  foundation,  as  the 
woi-st  of  assassins,  and  the  confirmed  enemy  of  his  Country; 
bis  conduct  ought  to  be  held  forth  in  its  genuine  colours, 
and  branded  with  infamy.  A  lady's  chastity,  a  soldier's 
honour,  and  the  publick  faith,  should  be  free,  not  only  from 
guilt,  but  suspicion. 

Inconveniences  will  undoubtedly  attend  a  paper  curren- 
cy, unless  we  guard  against  them  by  establishing  fimds,  or 
by  adopting  other  measures  that  may  be  as  effectual.  And 
those  selfish  men  who  have  no  other  god  but  riches,  who 
make  profit  of  honour,  conscience,  and  virtue,  should  be 
informed  that  they  may  bo  secured  in  their  property,  if 
they  condescend  to  support  the  publick  credit.  Private 
credit  is  wealth  ;  publick  honour  is  security. 

Such  is  the  situation  of  this  Country;  and  so  unfavour- 
able is  every  prospect  of  an  honourable  compromise,  that 
we  shall  deserve  to  suffer  the  dangers  we  have  reason  to 
apprehend,  unless  we  instantly  open  all  the  ports  upon  the 
Continent,  establish  a  free  trade,  and  fit  out  a  Navy  suffi- 
cient, in  some  measure,  lo  protect  it.  I  would  ha\e  all 
the  members  of  the  conmiunity  employed,  that  the  Coun- 
try, instead  of  sinking  into  poverty,  may  be  enriched  by  the 
gains  of  individuals.  The  publick  stock  is  increased  by 
private  profit.  The  poor  are  employed,  and  the  farmer 
receives  his  proportion  of  the  gain.  The  country  gentle- 
men may  think  that  they  have  little  to  do  with  commerce, 
but  they  are  the  first  who  feel  the  loss  of  it,  "and  are 
(says  Mr.  Locke)  as  much  concerned  in  it  as  the  mer- 
chant himself."  It  may  be  objected,  that  we  cannot  open 
a  trade  ;  that  we  shall  he  obliged  to  encounter  the  maritime 
force  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  we  are  unequal  to  the 
contest.  There  are  some  men  beyond  the  reach  of  con- 
viction, who  answer  all  the  proposed  efforts  of  a  free  peo- 
ple with  smiles  and  contem|)t.  These  I  do  not  mean  to 
]jersuade.  Rut  I  in(|uire  why  we  cannot  establish  a  naval 
power  sufficient  to  answer  our  present  purposes  at  least  ? 
Have  we  not  naval  stores  in  abundance?  Do  we  want 
men,  or  are  they  destitme  of  courage?  Are  we  not  sup- 
plied with  every  necessity  for  the  design  ?  "  Rut  we  shall 
have  to  cope  with  Great  Britain,  and  we  are  imequal  to 
the  conflict."  Were  not  the  Hollanders,  when  they  re- 
volted from  Spain,  in  the  same  situation  ?  Did  the  seven 
United  Provinces,  at  that  time,  contain  as  many  inhabitants 
as  this  single  Colony?  We  know  they  did  not.  Had  they 
any  fleet?  Was  not  the  naval  power  o(  Spain  supposed, 
at  that  time,  to  be  invincible?  Rut  we  know  that  In  spite 
vi'  all  these  disadvantages,  and  ten  thousand  others,  lliey 
engrossetl  the  whole  spice  trade,  and  prosecuted  their  com- 
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nierce  with  siicli  industi-)'  and  resolution,  that  llollanJ  be- 
came the  magazine  ol'  all  the  valuable  commodities  of  the 
East,  in  the  midst  of  a  bloody  war.  We  know,  too,  by 
what  means  they  arrived  to  this  importance.  They  sent 
out  multitudes  of  vessels,  with  publick  or  private  commis- 
sions, and  infested  the  seas.  Are  we  in  a  worse  situation 
than  Holland  then  was?  "Never  contest,"  says  Mr.  Hume, 
"  seemed  at  first  more  unequal ;  never  contest  was  finished 
with  more  honour  to  the  weaker  iiart}'.  On  the  side  of 
Spain  were  numbers,  riches,  authority,  discipline;  on  the 
side  of  the  revolted  Provinces  were  found  the  attachment 
to  liberty,  and  the  enthusiasm  of  religion.  By  her  naval 
enterprises  the  Republick  maintained  her  armies  ;  and,  join- 
ing peaceful  industry  to  militai-y  valour,  she  was  enabled, 
by  her  own  force,  to  support  herself,  and  gradually  rely  less 
on  those  neighbouring  Princes  wlio,  from  jealousy  to  Spain, 
were  at  first  |)rompted  to  encourage  her  revolt."  Our  situa- 
tion is  infinitely  preferable.  We  have  every  advantage  that 
the  Hollanders  were  destitute  of.  Yet  we  patiently  suffer 
our  trade  to  be  destroyed,  and  our  merchantmen  to  be  in- 
sulted and  plundered  with  impunity.  I  deny  that  it  is  in 
the  power  of  Great  Britain  to  destroy  our  trade,  if  we  exert 
ourselves.  She  has  not  ships  to  spare  to  guard  a  sea-coast 
of  fifteen  hundred  miles  in  length.  She  cannot  prevent 
smuggling  upon  her  own  coast,  though  surrounded  by  her 
Navy,  and  armed  with  all  the  terrours  of  sanguinary  law's. 
Besides,  one-half  of  her  maritime  force  rests  upon  her 
American  foundation.  Take  this  away,  and  you  strip  the 
royal  bird  of  the  plumage  that  supports  his  flight ;  you  fix 
him  on  the  earth.  Let  armed  vessels  be  instantly  fitted 
out,  to  open  a  trade  with  the  neighbouring  Colonies  at 
least.  Let  us  make  the  trial.  Let  them  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  coasts.  Let  them  be  of  suflicient  force 
to  attack  the  numerous  tenders  that  swarm  upon  the  seas. 
From  what  we  have  already  experienced,  1  pledge  my- 
self for  their  success.  We  shall  then  be  supplied  with 
provision  and  fuel  at  a  moderate  expense.  We  shall  be 
enabled  to  eiiduie  the  severities  of  winter  and  the  burdens 
of  war. 

Let  our  sea-ports  be  fortified  without  delay,  and  the 
people  constantly  used  to  arms.  In  the  choice  of  Magis- 
trates, let  us  consider  the  various  abilities  of  the  candidates 
for  the  publick  favour,  as  well  as  their  integrity  and  attach- 
ment to  the  cause.  There  are  posts  where  even  integrity 
alone,  though  not  an  useless  virtue,  is  certainly  a  recom- 
mendation that  may  be  fatal  to  the  publick  tranquillity.  A 
general  attachment  to  the  common  weal,  distinct  from 
party  prejudices  and  private  animosities,  which  compre- 
hends the  whole  body  of  the  people,  though  individuals 
may  difler  in  some  speculative  points  of  their  political 
creed,  is  a  virtue  of  the  first  magnitude,  and  an  essential 
qualification.  But  publick  viitue  and  patriotism  are  com- 
monly to  be  found  in  the  shades  and  solitudes  of  life.  Let 
us  draw  silent  merit  fiom  obscurity,  and  distribute  the 
virtues  and  abilities  of  individuals  according  to  the  oflices 
they  are  calculated  to  fill  with  honour.  AVhen  they  quit 
the  service,  let  us  supply  their  places  with  better  men  than 
we  have  lost. 

I  have  explained  my  sentiments  at  large.  1  have  sup- 
posed that  the  Colonies  have  resolved  to  persist,  and  that 
His  ]NLijesty's  faithful  Ministers  are  determined  to  see  the 
laws  and  liberties  of  America  at  their  feet.  1  have  answered 
the  charge  of  representing  the  gracious  Prince  upon  the 
throne  in  a  contemptible  light,  by  a  full  declaration  of  my 
opinion.  I  have  given  a  general  description  of  the  Coun- 
try and  its  advantages.  Upon  this  foundation  I  have  ven- 
tured to  point  out  a  mode  of  defence,  which  I  am  persuaded 
is  supported  by  all  the  principles  of  policy  and  prudence. 
I  am  equally  convinced  that  if  it  is  not  adopted  at  present, 
it  must  be  finally;  and  we  exhaust  our  strength,  to  no  piu'- 
pose,  by  delay.  War  is  just,  when  necessary.  Pursue  it 
with  viuour;   the  event  will  be  success. 


DAVID    HARTLEY,   ESq.,  TO    HIS   CONSTITUENTS   AT   HULL. 
Sodbury,  October  2,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  I  lia\e  not  been  resident  In  London  since 
July,  having  only  spent  one  day  there  in  my  return  to  this 
country  from  Kent,  where  I  have  been  upon  a  visit  to  Lord 
Camden  and  some  other  friends.  I  hojje  and  believe  that 
mv  absence  from  London  cannot  be  anv  material  loss  in 


])rcsenting  the  Address  of  the  Corporation.*  I  am  much 
obliged  to  them  for  their  candid  consideration  of  my  situa- 
tion on  the  subject  o(  American  measures.  As  I  have  not 
seen  the  Address,  I  cannot  speak  as  to  its  contents  ;  but  I 
shall  always  think  it  my  duty  to  consider  any  opinions  or 
information  from  my  constituents  with  the  utmost  attention 
and  deference. 

I  agree  that  the  situation  of  nftairs  in  America  is  truly 
alarming.  My  object  in  Parliament  has  always  been  to 
soften  animosities,  and  to  restore  peace.  In  all  disputes 
w  hatsoever,  anger  begets  anger,  ofiences  are  aggravated  by 
misapprehensions,  and,  if  not  soothed  or  composed  in  an 
early  stage,  run  headlong  to  distraction.  I  thought  it  my 
duty,  last  winter,  to  throw  in  my  mite,  and  drew  up  terms 
of  accommodation  conformable,  as  near  as  1  could  judge, 
to  reason,  and  to  the  old  Constitution  of  the  Colonies.  By 
the  late  Petition  of  the  Congress  to  the  Kiiig,  I  conceive 
they  have  declared  their  readiness  to  conqily  with  such 
terms,  and  therefore  I  much  lament  that  the  Petition  was 
dismissed  without  an  answer.  It  is  a  general  opinion  that 
the  Americans  are  in  an  anxious  suspense  for  the  event  of 
their  Petition,  and  therefore  I  fear  that  the  disappointment 
will  drive  them  to  still  greater  distraction. 

In  this  unhap|)y  contest,  we  iiave  ingrafted  one  dispute 
upon  another.  The  origin  was  upon  a  novel  act  of  taxa- 
tion, having  left  the  old  accustomed  and  productive  mode 
by  requisition.  That  the  assumption  of  this  right  was 
novel  and  speculative,  is  universally  known.  The  inexpe- 
dience  and  impolicy  of  it  have  likewise  been  acknowledged, 
even  by  the  warmest  advocates  for  the  right  itself. 

Now,  see  the  next  step.  If  the  Colonies,  galled  by 
unremitted  grievances,  should  glance  but  a  word  against 
authority,  however  confessedly  misused,  it  is  catched  at 
instantly  ;  the  aggressor  shifts  from  the  untenable  innova- 
tion of  taxing,  in  preference  to  requisition,  and  picks  a 
fresh  quarrel  upon  a  hasty  phrase,  produced  by  the  sore- 
ness of  repeated  grievances.  If  they  remonstrate,  over 
and  over,  that  their  utmost  wish  is  to  return  to  the  happy 
state  of  peace  and  cordiality  existing  in  17G3,  a  deaf  ear 
is  turned  to  such  parts  ;  but  a  hasty  phrase,  of  which  ad- 
vantage can  be  taken  to  irritate  and  to  exasperate  all  parties, 
is  registered  in  the  black  book  of  ofiences,  and,  upon  mere 
suspicions  and  groundless  inferences,  a  fresh  cause  of  war 
is  declared,  under  the  unsupported  accusation  that  the  Co- 
lonies mean  a  general  independence.  For  what  are  the 
proofs  ?  There  are  no  proofs  of  any  preliminary  steps  to- 
wards this  supposed  independence.  The  very  phrases  upon 
which  this  suspicion  is  grounded  come,  in  consequence  of 
the  heat  of  previous  disputes,  from  those  who  are  sore  with 
repeated  grievances  ;  while  every  petition  for  redress  has 
been  rejected  with  contempt.  An  original  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence is  not  passive  ;  it  does  not  wait  to  be  driven. 
Yet  the  Colonies  have  never  been  the  first  movers  or  inno- 
vators. Let  us  examine,  in  the  next  place,  whether  their 
interest  leads  them  to  independence.  Nothing  less ;  for 
without  their  connection  with  this  Country,  the  cultivation 
of  the  land  o[  America,  which  is  the  primary  object  of  all 
settlers,  must  come  to  a  full  stop.  Not  to  mention  that 
any  plan  of  Continental  em|)ire,  among  such  various  inte- 
rests, tempers,  religious  persuasions,  and  forms  of  govern- 
ment, would  bring  on  as  many  Provincial  wars  amongst 
them  as  there  are  Colonies  ;  therefore,  1  conclude  that  the 
charge  of  an  original  plan  of  independence  is  unwarranted 
and  groundless. 

It  is  the  infallible  way  to  prevent  peace  and  reconcile- 
ment, if  every  word  produced  by  grievance,  and  uttered 
in  anger,  is  to  be  indelibly  fixed,  and  all  retreat  cut  off. 
Men,  in  anger,  use  phrases  which  ought  to  be  forgotten. 
Drive  them  a  little  farther,  and  cut  oil"  their  retreat  to 
peace,  and  they  will  find  no  alternative  but  to  realize  every 
passionate  suggestion  at  all  hazards.  The  maxim  for  peace 
is,  to  give  the  contending  party  a  golden  bridge,  and  not  to 
hunt  them  into  a  corner.  All  that  the  Colonies  require  is 
to  contribute  in  the  accustomed  way,  by  constitutional  re- 
quisitions, and  to  be  restored  to  the  condition  in  which  they 
stood  at  the  termination  of  the  late  war.  That  I  call  the 
golden  bridge  of  peace  ;  but,  says  jealousy,  in  the  heat  of 
this  dispute,  they  have  denied  our  authority.     Jealousy  is 

'  TliP  liumblo  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  and  Aldermen  of  the 
Town  oi  Kuii'strm-upon-HuU,'m  Common  Council  assembled,  dated 
Sepumher  19,  1773.-.See  tolio  7-^9. 
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not  thr  liandmaid  of  peace  ;  yet  even  jealou-;y  ilself  cannot 
deny  that  they  have  recognised  to  this  Conniry,  in  the 
same  hreaih,  the  utmost  of  all  the  claims  and  pretensions ; 
restoration  to  the  happy  epoch  of  \W.i,  heinj;  the  summary 
of  their  utmost  wishes,  and  sole  object  of  all  their  petitions. 
They  lament  the  loss  of  their  then  condition,  cordially  and 
pathetically.  I  fear  that  our  turn  will  come  when  it  is  too 
late.  When  we  have  thrown  away  the  pearl  of  peace,  we 
shall  lament  our  passion  and  folly  with  unavailing  rei^ret. 

Under  these  impressions,  I  can  think  and  speak  of  notliin<5 
hut  for  peace.  1  have  devoteil  my  whole  attention  to  this 
imj)ortant  subject,  not  only  in  Parliament,  but  in  the  inter- 
val of  the  sessions,  with  labour,  anxiety,  and  scrupulous- 
ne?s  ;  nor  have  I  presumed,  on  a  subject  of  such  impor- 
tance, to  stand  on  my  own  single  opinion,  but  have 
cnHeavoured  to  obtain  lights  from  the  counsels  of  the  best 
and  wisest  men  of  this  or  any  other  nation  or  age.  For 
the  foremost  of  this  description  I  need  not  remind  you  of 
our  friend  Sir  George  Srivile  ;  a  name  well  known  and  ap- 
proved, not  only  by  your  Corporation,  but  by  the  whole 
Kingdom,  for  his  integrity,  impartiality,  and  disinterested 
zeal  for  the  publick  good. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  disconsolate  sentiments  wliich 
occur  to  me  upon  this  unhappy  subject.  1  giieve  to  see 
all  things  running  headlong  to  the  extreme  of  fury.  The 
fatal  example  of  Spain  is  before  our  eyes.  History  tells 
us  that  the  loss  of  the  seven  United  Provinces  cost  Philip 
the  Second  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  sterling  in  those 
days,  besides  involving  that  country  in  domestick  and  foreign 
wars  for  near  a  century.  I  did  not  think  to  have  said  so 
much,  but  the  subject  has  drawn  me  on,  and  I  have  no 
thoughts  or  views  to  conceal.  I  think  my  constituents  have 
a  full  right  to  the  explanation  of  my  sentiments  upon  mat- 
ters of  such  infinite  publick  concern,  esiiecially  such  of  my 
constituents  to  whose  fiiendship  1  am  so  deeply  indebted. 
D.  Hartley. 

ACCOMACK    COIINTY    (vIRCIINIa)    COMMITTKK. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  oi  Accoinnclc  County, 
at  the  Court-Honse,  October  -2,  1775  :  It  having  been  rcp- 
sented  to  this  Committee,  at  a  former  meeting,  that  Arthur 
I'p.ihaw,  of  this  County,  Gentleman,  and  a  Member  of  this 
Committee,  had  sent  out  a  vessel,  loaded  with  grain,  for 
the  IVcsl-lndies,  since  the  lOtli  of  last  month,  contrary  to 
the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Association;  this  day  the 
said  Upshaw  sent  a  letter  by  his  son,  acknowledging  the 
notice,  and  confessing  that  his  said  vessel  had  sailed  since 
the  10th  of  last  month.  And  upon  reading  and  consider- 
ing the  said  letter,  and  hearing  several  witnesses  upon  oath, 
it  appears  that  the  said  Upshaiv  has  been  some  months 
pa-^t  forwarding  the  said  vessel  for  the  sea  ;  that  he  cleared 
her  out  the  20th  of  July  last,  for  the  British  ff'est-Indics, 
with  grain,  long  before  she  was  finished  ;  that  by  sickness 
of  his  workmen  afterwards,  and  other  unexpected  delays, 
liQ  found  he  could  not  gia  her  ready  time  enough,  but  that 
he  was  determined,  at  all  events,  she  should  sail  ;  that  after 
the  10th  of  last  month,  and  before  she  did  sail,  sundry  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  County  (one  of  them  a  Member  of 
this  Committee)  waited  on  him,  and  cautioned  him  against 
sending  out  his  vessel,  as  a  step  exceedingly  disagreeable 
to  the  people;  that  he  jjromised  that  company  she  should 
not  sail  till  the  Comuiittoe  mot,  and  he  would  wait  on  them. 
A  day  being  accordingly  appointed,  sundry  Members  met, 
but  not  a  sufiicient  number  to  form  a  Conmiiitee;  that 
the  said  Upsliaiv  having  that  day  attended,  according  to 
])romi~e,  said  he  expected  his  vessel  was  then  sailed,  as  be 
had  given  his  master  orders  to  sail  the  first  fair  wind. 

Resolved,  unanimoHshj,  That  the  said  L'pshnir,  by  send- 
ing out  the  said  vessel,  has  violated  the  Continental  Asso- 
ciation, and  that  his  case  be  published  in  the  Virginia  O'a- 
zctte,  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  the  Eleventh  .\rticleof 

the  said  Association.  i^,  „  /•  ,<    • 

bouTHY  SiMi'soN,  Chun  man. 

John  Pow  f,i-l.  Clerk. 


Ni:w-MAMrsuiiti:  i)ei,ec;ati-.s  to  ma tthf.w  thoknton. 

rhil.ulrlpliia,  October  a,  1775. 
Siii:    Agreeable  to  your  drsire,  that  we  should  WTite  as 


Before  this  comes  to  hand  you  will  receive  a  letter  from 
our  President,  desiring  your  attendance  at  Head-Quarters, 
to  consult  with  a  Committee  from  this  Congress,  relative  to 
the  Army.  liocXot  Franklin,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Col.  Har- 
rison, are  the  Committee. 

We  humbly  beg  leave  here  to  suggest  whether  it  would 
not  be  a  good  opportunity  to  mention  the  convulsed  state  of 
our  Colony,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  Government,  and 
also  to  forward  them  a  ])etition  from  our  Convention  to  take 
up  Govenunent.  \Ve  have  consulted  many  of  the  Members 
on  the  matter,  and  as  soon  as  Colonel  Bariktt  is  able  to 
attend  the  Mouse,  (which  will  be  in  a  few  da)s,  as  he  is 
almost  well  of  the  small-pox.)  shall  motion  for  leave  to 
take  the  same  Government  as  JSlassachusttts-Bay.  You 
will  also  give  us  leave  to  urge  the  forwarding  of  our  ac- 
counts against  the  Continent  immediately;  otherwise,  there 
may  not  he  money  in  the  Continental  Treasury,  as  great 
sums  are  daily  drawing  from  thence;  the  conseijuence  of 
which  will  be,  shall  be  obliged  to  wait  for  another  emission. 

There  has  nothing  been  transacted  in  Congress,  as  yet, 
that  we  are  at  liberty  to  communicate.  The  journals  are 
not  yet  jirinted,  though  ready  for  the  press,  but  will  be 
soon. 

You  will  give  us  leave  to  repeat  our  desire  that  our  Con- 
vention or  Committee  of  Safety  will  forward  a  petition  for 
Government,  setting  forth  the  absolute  necessity  of  it ;  the 
impossibility  of  taxing  without,  which  is  a  thing  that  must 
be  done,  as  it  would  ruin  us  to  be  emitting  paper  on  every 
occasion.      You  will  pardon  us  for  throwing  out  these  hints. 

We  are  your  most  obedient  servants, 

.loSIAll    BAini-KTT, 

Joii.s  Lanodon. 

Honourable  .Matthew  Thornton,  Esq. 


NEW-MAllI.BOnoUGH    (nEW-YORk)    COMMITTEE    TO    PROVI.N- 
CIAL   CONOKESS. 

New-Mailbornngli,  Ortobpr  S.  177.".. 

At  a  regular  election,  held  this  day,  in  the  Southeast 
District  oi  Nen-- Marlborough  Precinct,  in  Ulster  County, 
agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  were 
chosen  by  a  majority  of  voices  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Militia 
Company  of  said  District,  commanded  by  Colonel  Jonathan 
llasbrouck,  the  following  Oflicers  : 

Caleb  Merrith,  Captain  ;  Abijah  Perkins,  First  Lieu- 
tenant;  Ste])hen  Case,  Second  Lieutenant;  and  Mnllhcu- 
iVyganI,  Ensign. 

^Vhich  choice  was  made  in  the  presence  of  us,  the  sub- 
scribers, two  of  the  Committee  of  said  Precinct. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  very  hiunble  servants, 

.loHN   WoOI.SEV, 

Michael  \\'vnANT. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  A eif- IW/i,  or, 
in  their  absence,  to  the  Grand  Committee  of  Safety. 

WALKII.I.    (nEW-VORk)    (  OMMITTEE    TO    THE     PROVl  .Vt  I AL 

CONOKESS. 

Wulkill,  Oclob,T3,  177.^. 

Gi:NTi,r,Mi:N  ;  Agreeable  to  the  reconnnendation  of  the 
Pi(i\inrial  Coni;ress,  the  Conunittee  of  the  Precinct  of 
IValkill,  in  the  County  of  r/*V</-,  met  and  divided  said 
Precinct  into  fuur  Companies  of  Militia,  in  ihu  following 
manner,  vi/. : 

All  tliat  part  of  the  Precinct  that  is  on  the  east  side  of 
the  flalkill  to  be  in  one  Company,  who  have  by  plurality  of 
\oice.s,  agr(;eable  to  t!ie  directions  of  the  Congress,  chose 
Samuel  ICatkins  their  Captain,  David  Crawford  First 
Lieutenant,  Stiphtn  IJarlaw  Second  Lieutenant,  Henry 
Smith  Ensign. 

;\11  thai  p;nt  of  the  Precinct  on  the  west  side  of  the 
;/,,//,■///,  beiueen  said  IValkill -.md  Little  Shnwangonk Kill, 
to  the  northward  of  a  line  from  the  house  of  Isaiah  I'eal 
to  the  house  of  John  Brown  i\m\  the  houses  of /V/tr  3/f- 
(!  lough  I  in,  Archibald  Brown,  Jun.,  Archibald  Brown, 
Sen.,  John  McCurter,  John  Hill,  and  Daniel  JSlcT'eay,  to 
continue  the  last  course  to  Little  Shawangonk  lull,  to  ex- 
clude the  inhabitants  of  the  place  mentioned  in  said  line,  to 
be  in  one  other  Cou)panv,  wlio  l)a\e  chose,  in  the  nuin- 
nei  aforc-aid,  llilliam  Fa'akindu;  Jun.,  for  theii  Caplaji, 
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EJtvard McNcaLFhsl  Lieutenant;  John  fVilkin,  Second 
Lieutenant;  and  John  l'\iukinilcr,  Ensign. 

Ail  tiiQt  part  of  tlie  Precinct  between  tiie  IValkill  and 
Litlie  Shawangonk,  to  the  soutlnvard  oftlie  line  mentioned 
to  run  from  Isaiah  I'eaPs  \.o  John  Brown's,  &.C.,  to  include 
the  inhabitants  that  live  in  said  line,  to  be  in  one  other 
Company,  who  have,  in  nianner  aforesaid,  chose  Jsainli 
Veal  for  their  Captain ;  Israel  U'ickham,  First  Lieuten- 
ant; John  Dunning,  Second  Lieutenant;  and  Jonathan 
Owen,  Ensign. 

All  that  part  of  the  Precinct  to  the  northwest  of  Little 
Shaivangonk  Kill  to  be  in  one  other  Company,  who  have, 
in  manner  aforesaid,  chose  IVilliam  Dcnniston  for  their 
Captain;  Benjamin  Veal,  First  Lieutenant;  ./oi^j/i  Jilkt, 
Second  Lieutenant;  and  David  L'arwin,  Jun.,  Ensign. 

The  election  of  all  the  above  Olficers  was  carefully  in- 
spected by  two  Conimittee-Men  in  each  Company. 

Signed  by  ordei'  of  the  Comiuiltee  : 

Henry  VVisni;u.  Jln.,  Chairman. 


COLONKL  JOSKl'H    REED   TO  THE  GE.NERAI.  Clll  RT  OF  .MASSA- 
C'lll  SETTS-HAV. 

C.inihru!;,^..,  (l,:t,,lH:v 'J,  177.'). 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  declaration  I  had  the  honour  of 
communicating  to  you  and  the  other  gentlemen  last  Sofur- 
day,  from  his  Excellency,  lie  has  directed  three  vessels  to 
be  immediately  equipiied.  But  as  he  gave  the  sevcrid 
captures  to  the  disposal  of  the  General  Court,  it  may  he 
necessary  for  them  to  signify,  in  some  jiroper  way,  that 
these  vessels  are  to  be  at  the  direction  of  the  General,  or 
such  as  he  shall  appoint,  with  other  persons  with  whom 
the  management  of  the  business  is  intrusted. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  Sir,  your  obedient  and  very 
humble  seivant,  J.  Reeu. 

The  Hon.  James  ff'arrcn,  Esq.,  Speaker,  Sic. 


COLONEL  JOSEPH  REED  TO  MR.  SIMON  PEASE. 

CiiMil>ri(ign,  Octobrr  ;i,  177.5. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  General  to 
acknowledge  your  favour  oftlie  18th  ultimo.  Due  inquiry 
has  been  made  as  to  the  vessel  and  cargo  which  it  respects. 
The  latter  will  he  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  for 
which  the  Commissary-General  will  pay  a  reasonable  price, 
and  with  whom  you  can  negotiate  it.  The  sending  money 
to  you,  for  Mr.  IVinslow,  is  objected  to  by  several  creditors 
oftlie  estate  of  i\f  r.  IVinslow,  who  have  prayed  the  money 
arising  from  these  sales  may  be  retained,  to  answer  their 
demands.  If  you  can  remove  this  difficulty,  [  believe 
there  is  no  other  to  prevent  your  request  being  fully  com- 
plied with.  But  this  need  not  prevent  your  settling  the 
price,  &c.,  with  the  Commissary,  to  whom  you  are  referred 
for  the  future  transaction  of  this  business. 

1  ain,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  Reed. 
To  i\lr.  Simon  Pease,  at  Xcwjwrt. 


MEETING    OF    THE    COMMITTEES     OF    WAETHAM,    NEWTOWN, 
WATERTOWN,  WESTON,  and  SUDBIRY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  Committee  of  Insiiection  lor  the  Town  of  Ifeslon, 
being  applied  to  by  complaint  sunihy  times,  and  by  sundry 
persons,  against  Eltazcr  Bradshaw,  of  ll'altham,  as  being 
inimical  to  his  Country,  and  who  has  for  some  time  past 
employed  himself  in  going  to  All/any,  under  jneteuce  of 
purchasing  Fur,  also  purchased  a  (juantity  of  Tea.  Where- 
upon, the  Committee  of  llallhum,  with  the  Committee  of 
Newtown,  IVatertown,  Jlcston,  and  Sudbury,  being  met  on 
the  ^d  day  of  October,  instant,  to  examine  into  the  matter, 
and  having  sent  a  messenger  for  said  Bradshatv,  he  appear- 
ed, and  frankly  confessed  he  had  purchased  and  sold  a  quan- 
tity of  Tea,  and  had  signified  to  one  of  said  Committee  that 
he  would  do  as  he  thought  fit,  in  spite  of  said  Committee 
or  any  person  whatever,  and  would  be  the  death  of  any 
person  that  should  molest  him.  Therefore,  determined  by 
this  joint  Committee,  that  Elcazer  Bradshaw,  by  his  con- 
duct and  behaviour,  has  proved  himself  inimical  to  his 
Country;  and  that  all  persons  be  cautioned  to  withhold 
commerce  and  dealing  with  ^im\  Brad shaw,u\\u\  there  ap- 
pears a  refurmation  in  said  Bradshaw. 


The  above  to  be  published  in  the  IVatertown  and 
Cambridge  papers. 

By  order:  Jonathan  Parmenter,  Chairman. 

I,  David  Toirusend,  by  the  desire  of  the  wife  of  Dr. 
John  Clark,  o(  ^t'ewtowa,  to  buy  some  Tea  for  her,  and  I 
applied  to  Eleazer  Bradshaw,  of  IValtham,  and  had  six 
pounds,  which  1  sold  to  said  Clark's  wife  and  others,  which 
I  am  heartily  sorry  for,  that  I  had  any  thing  to  do  with  said 
Tea  ;  and  1  lio|)e  the  pulilick  will  lljrgive  me,  for  I  did  it 
without  consideration,  and  I  promise  to  have  no  more  to  do 
with  Tea  till  allowed  by  the  Continental  Congress. 

This  is  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Committee. 

David  Town^end. 


ADDRESS    OF    FREE  IIOEDKRS ,    ETC.,   OF    DL'MKARTON. 

Address  of  the  Freeholilers  and  .Jusiires  of  the  Peace 
for  the  C'ouuty  of  /,»»;///»//7o/(,  preseiiled  lu  His  .Majesty 
by  S\[-  Archibald  Eihnoad.st'iui:,  Bait.,  their  Kepresentative 
in  Parliament. 

To  the  Kings  Must  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  uf  the  Freeholders  and  Justices  of  the 

Peace  for  the  County  o/' Dumbarton. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Freeholders  and  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  ol' 
Dumbarton,  being  deeply  impressed  with  the  innumerable 
blessings  we  and  all  within  your  Majesty's  Dominions  have 
constantly  enjoyed  during  your  most  auspicious  reign,  feel 
our  minds  sensibly  affected  with  ju^t  indignation  and  abhor- 
rence of  the  bold  and  repeated  instances  of  disloyalty  and 
rebellion  amongst  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  America,  who, 
unmindful  of  all  the  sacred  ties  which  ought  to  connect 
them  to  the  Parent  State,  have  imjiiously  dared  to  raise  the 
standard  of  rebellion,  covering  the  most  lawless  anarcliy 
and  licentiousness  with  the  specious  veil  of  the  love  of 
liberty.  Since  experience  has  convinced  us  that  the  tender 
lenity  hitherto  exercised  towards  them  by  your  Majesty's 
natural  humanity  and  love  of  your  subjects  has  rather 
tended  to  provoke  these  deluded  peo|)le  to  more  violent 
attacks  upon  the  British  Constitution,  we,  with  dutiful 
submission,  though  with  the  dee])est  regret,  humbly  appre- 
hend more  vigorous  measures  are  become  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  correct  and  punish  their  rebellious  spirit ;  in  the 
prosecution  of  which,  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty. 
that  we  are  ready  to  sacrifice  our  lives  and  fortunes. 

By  order  and  in  pr(;sence  of  the  meeting. 

John  Hamilton,  Pr,cscs. 

Duiuliarlon,  Oct.jber  3,  1775. 


ADDRESS   OF   THE  TOWN    OF  ST.   ANDREw's, 

Address  of  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Council  of  .V'. 
Andrew's,  in  Common  Council  assemblefl,  presented  to 
His  .Majesty  by  Henry  Dundas,  Esq.,  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland. 

Unto  the  King's  Most  Eicellent  Majcty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Coun- 
cil of  St.  Andrew's,  //t  Common  Council  asstmbled. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Council  of  your  .Majes- 
ty's ancient  City  of  .SV.  Andrew's,  beg  leave  humbly  ;o 
apjiroach  the  throne,  with  sentiments  of  unlf/i'^iied  aliijc- 
tion  and  loyalty  to  your  Majesty's  sacred  person,  family,  and 
Government. 

Deeply  impressed  with  a  grateful  sense  of  the  many 
blessings  which  we,  and  all  the  subjects  of  this  extensive 
Empire,  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  mild  and  gracious 
administration,  we  have  beheld  with  indignation  the  arts 
by  which  factious  and  turbulent  men  have  endeavoured,  for 
some  years  past,  to  alienate  the  affections  of  your  .Majesty's 
subjects,  and  to  distuiii  the  tranquillity  of  your  Government. 
We  lament  that  your  Majesty's  American  Colonies  have 
been  so  far  deluded  and  misled  by  these  arts,  as  to  abandon 
their  connection  with  their  Parent  State,  by  which  they 
had  been  reared  and  protected  ;  and  we  wish,  in  this  pub- 
lick   nianner.  to   testify  our  abhorrence  of  that  unnatural 
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forbearance  they  liave  experienced,  lias  at  last  broke  forth 
in  acts  of  open  hostility,  and  has  led  iheni  to  take  up  arms 
against  the  best  of  Sovereigns,  who,  through  his  whole 
reign,  has  shown  himself  the  father  of  all  his  people,  and 
the  guardian  of  their  rights. 

We  have  entire  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  rectitude 
of  your  Majesty's  counsels;  and  we  trust  that,  under  Goil, 
they  will  speedily  prove  elFeciual  for  subduing  the  rebel- 
lious Provinces,  and  for  restoring  jjcace  and  Iraiiqiiillity  ,upoii 
terms  becoming  the  dignity  of  tlie  supreme  ifgislative 
authority  of  the  Empire. 

At  a  time  when  some  of  those,  who  even  a'^plic  to  a 
seat  in  the  British  Senate,  are  accused  of  treasonable 
practices  and  conspiracies,  permit  us,  great  Sir,  who  live  in 
a  distant  part  of  your  Kingdom,  to  express  our  respectful 
submission  to  your  Government,  our  veneration  for  the 
Constitution  of  Great  Britain,  and  our  firm  resolution  to 
support  and  defend  it  at  all  limes  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power. 

Signed  by  our  Praises,  in  our  name,  in  our  presence, 
and  by  our  appointment. 

Christianus  yVdamson,  Dean  of  Guild. 

Si.  AudrewN,  Octobers,  177.'.. 


MIDDLKSEX    COfNTV    (viliClNIAj    Cd.MM  ITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  o(  jMidillesei,  on  Ttus- 
day,  the  3d  of  October,  HT.j — jireseiit,  fifteen   .Members. 

It  being  proved  to  the  Committee  that  John  Morgan, 
an  inhabitant  of  this  County,  had  made  use  of  expressions 
highly  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  .^mfciVrt,  have  thought 
it  their  duty,  in  order  to  distinguish  friends  from  foes,  to 
iiold  him  forth  to  ])ublick  censure. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  be  printed  in  tlie  I'irifinia 
Gazette. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

LoDowicK  Jones,  Clerk. 


AUGt:STA   COUNTY    (VUU. INIA)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  .4i(- 
q-usta,  in  Staunton,  October  3,  177.') : 

\V'hereas  it  has  been  reported  to  the  Committee  of  this 
County,  by  sundry  persons,  that  Alexander  JSliller,  at 
various  times  and  places,  and  in  divers  assemblies  of  peo- 
ple, hath  held  forth,  that  the  opposition  made  to  the  unjust, 
despotick,  and  tyrannical  acts  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  relative  to  America,  is  rebellion;  by  which  the 
ii\es  and  fortunes  of  those  concerned  in  such  opposition 
arc  forfeited,  as  traitors  to  the  King;  that  the  IMembers  of 
the  General  Congress  are  seditious,  aiming  at  their  own 
interest,  at  the  expense  of  this  Country;  that  at  the  same 
time  they  live  at  free  cost  at  the  Congress  in  I'kiludel- 
j/hia,  they  receive  large  sums  to  defray  those  jjretcnded 
expenses;  and  wickedly  charging  the  Convention  of  this 
Colony  with  the  same  seditious  and  similar  designs ;  and 
that  the  levies  ordered  to  be  made  by  the  Committee  of 
this  County,  (by  order  of  the  Convention  of  this  Colony,) 
for  ijrocuring  Ammunition  and  paying  other  incidental 
charges,  were  to  be  applied  to  the  making  gentlemen  of 
themselves;  that,  under  various  pretences,  they  would  take 
(,'very  half-bit  they  had,  and  then  leave  them  to  shift  as 
they  could;  with  other  unjust  and  invidious  redections 
of  the  same  nature:  and  whereas  the  said  Alenindcr  Mil- 
ler, having  been  duly  summoned  to  answer  the  said  alle- 
gations, did  this  day  appear,  the  Committee,  after  hearing 
the  depositions  of  sundry  witnesses  before  taken,  and  the 
testimonies  of  several  witnesses  now  examined,  do  find  the 
smA  Alexander  Miller  has  been  guilty  of  the  several  charges 
as  above  alleged  ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  Thai  il  be  ir.innni.ndcd  to  all  the 
good  people  of  this  County  and  Colony,  to  have  no  firlher 
dealings,  connection,  or  intercourse,  with  the  saiil  Miller, 
as  he  appears,  from  the  whole  tenour  of  his  beha\iour,  to 
be  a  real  enemy  to  the  general  struggle  of  all  America, 
now  defending  themselves  against  the  tyrannical  oppres- 
sions of  a  corrupt  British  Parliament,  until  he,  by  his 
future  behaviour,  convinces  his  countrymen  of  his  sinceie 
repentance  for  his  past  lolly. 

Ordered.  That  the  Clerk  transmit  a  copy  of  the  above 


proceedings  to  ^Ir.  Alexander  Purdic,  to  desire  he  w 
publish  the  same  in  his  publick  Gazetie. 

Sii.AS   Hart,  Chairman. 


Olt.    tilANKI.IN   TO   DR.   JOSElH    PRIESTLEV,   LONDON. 
I'iuladelplua,  Uclobi-r  3,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  to  set  out  to-morrow  for  the  camp, 
ami  having  but  just  heard  of  this  opportunity,  can  only 
wiite  a  line,  to  say  that  1  airi  well  and  hearty.  Tell  our 
dear  good  friend  Doctor  Price,  who  sometimes  has  his 
doubts  and  despondencies  about  our  firmness,  thai  Ameri- 
ca is  determined  and  unanimous,  a  very  few  Tories  and 
Placemen  exce[)ted,  who  will  probably  soon  export  them- 
selves. Britain,  at  the  ex])ense  of  three  millions,  has 
killed  one  hundred  and  fifty  Yankees  this  campaign,  which 
is  twenty  thousand  Pounds  a  head  ;  and  at  Bunkers  Hill 
she  gained  a  mile  of  ground,  half  of  which  she  lost  again 
by  our  taking  post  on  Ploughed  Hill.  During  the  same 
time,  sixty  thousand  children  have  been  born  in  America. 
Prom  these  data,  his  mathematical  head  will  easily  calcu- 
late the  time  and  expense  necessary  to  kill  us  all,  and  con- 
quer our  whole  territory.  My  sincere  respects  to  ....  , 
and  to  the  club  of  honest  \Vhigs  at Adieu. 

i  am  ever  yours,  most  afi'eclionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

DR.    HIANKI.IN  TO  DAVID   HARTLEY,  LONDON. 

I'liiUdulpliia,  Octobur  .3.  177J. 

Sir:  I  wish  as  ardently  as  you  can  do  for  peace,  and 
should  rejoice  exceedingly  in  co-operating  with  you  to  that 
end.  But  every  ship  from  Britain  brings  some  intelli- 
gence of  new  measures,  that  tend  more  and  more  to  exas- 
jierate  ;  and  it  seems  to  me,  that  until  you  have  found  by 
dear  experience  the  reducing  us  by  force  impracticable,  you 
will  think  of  nothing  fair  and  reasonable.  We  have  as  yet 
resohcd  only  on  defensive  measures.  If  you  would  recall 
your  forces  and  stay  at  home,  we  should  meditate  nothing 
to  injure  you.  A  little  time  so  given  for  cooling  on  both 
sides  would  have  excellent  eflects.  But  you  will  goad  and 
provoke  us.  You  despise  us  too  much;  and  you  are  insen- 
sible of  the  Italian  adage,  that  '-there  is  no  little  ene- 
my." I  am  persuaded  the  body  of  the  British  people  are 
our  friends  ;  but  they  are  changeable,  and  by  your  lying 
gazettes  may  soon  be  made  our  enemies.  Our  respect  for 
them  will  proportionably  diminish;  and  I  see  clearly  we 
are  on  the  high  road  to  mutual  enmity,  hatred,  and  detesta- 
tion. A  sepaiation  will  of  course  be  inevitable.  It  is  a 
million  of  pities  so  fair  a  |)lan  as  we  have  hitherto  been 
engaged  in,  for  increasing  strength  and  empire  with  pub- 
lick  felicity,  should  be  destroyed  by  the  mangling  hands  of 
a  few  blundering  Ministers.  It  will  not  be  destroyed.  God 
will  protect  and  prosper  it;  you  will  only  exclude  your- 
selves fiom  any  share  in  it.  We  hear  thai  more  ships  and 
troops  are  coming  out.  ^Ve  know  you  may  do  us  a  great 
deal  of  mischief,  but  we  are  determined  to  bear  il  patiently 
as  long  as  we  can.  But  if  you  flatter  yourselves  with  beat- 
ing us  into  submission,  you  know  neitiier  the  people  nor 
the  Country. 

The  Congress  is  still  .sitting,  and  will  wait  the  result  of 
their  last  Petition. 

NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE. 

Tu,.s(l,.y.  O.-lohci-:!,  177.'-,. 

I'he  Committee  met.  Present:  Henri/  Rtmsen,  Deputy 
Chairman,  and  thiriy-tinee  Members. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  following  |)ersons  bo 
added  to  the  Sub-Committee  of  Secrecy  and  Inspection, 
viz:  Patrick  Dennis,  Samuel  Johnson,  and  Abraham  De 
Peijster,  Esquires. 

The  Sub-Coniiiiuti'o  appointed  by  the  General  Com- 
mittee, on  the  '.ilst  ultimo,  to  hold  an  Election  for  the 
choice  of  twenty  iNIenibers,  in  addition  to  their  number, 
report,  that  they  attended  the  Election  at  the  City-Hall, 
on  the  -^ytli  of  the  same  month,  for  the  above  purpose,  and 
that  the  I'ollowing  persons  were  unanimously  chosen,  viz: 

Peter  Clapper,  Henry  Roomc,  Anthony  L.  Blcecker. 
Patrick  Dennis,  John  Ray,  Leonard  Lispenard,  Jun.. 
Richard  .\orwood,  Jeremiah  Brower,  Richard  Ten  Eyck, 
Garret  Abcel,  John  Pell,  Abraham  De  Peyster,  Anthony 
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Abrahams,  Daniel   IVickham,   IViUiam  Ihjcr,  Peter  I'ra 

l\m  Zandt,  John  Ramsey,  SamuelJohnson,  Isaac  Stouten- 

burgh,  Andrew  Breasted. 

John  Schuyler,  T^estnjman. 

John  I.mlay,        )  r,  ,   ,, 

,  i>  ,■  Siib-C  omtiuttec. 

John  okoomk,    5 

The  General  Committee  agreed  that  their  stated  meet- 
ings, in  future,  be  on  every  Tucsdaij  and  Friday  e\enings, 
at  six  o'clock.  

GRKENWICH,  FAIRFIELD    COUNTY,  (cONN.)  COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  and  Inspection  for  the  Town  of 
Greenwich,  in  the  County  o(  Fairfield,  October  3,  1775: 

Coles  Townsend,  of  said  Greenwich,  having  been  duly 
notified  to  appear  this  day  before  the  said  Committee,  to 
vindicate  his  conduct  respecting  a  complaint  brought  against 
him  for  horse-racing,  did  not  think  projier  to  appear. 

^Vberefore,  the  Committee  proceeded  v.ith  care  and  im- 
partiality to  examine  and  consider  the  evidence  laid  before 
them  in  support  of  the  charge;  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
the  said  Coles  Tovjnsend  had  discovered  a  spirit  of  oppo- 
sition to  the  measures  adopted  for  the  preservation  of  Ame- 
rican liberty,  both  with  respect  to  his  being  proved  guilty 
of  the  fact  alleged  against  him,  as  also  for  his  contempt  of 
the  authority  of  this  Committee  in  their  publick  capacity. 

Wherefore,  the  Committee  find  themselves  under  the 
necessity  of  making  publick  the  conduct  of  the  said  Coles 
Townsend,  as  a  violator  of  the  Continental  Association  ; 
and  that,  according  to  the  tenor  thereof,  every  true  friend 
to  the  freedom  of  this  Country  ought  immediately  to  break 
oti'all  connections  with  him,  and  treat  him  as  a  foe  to  the 
ri'dits  of  British  America. 


Tuesday,  October  10,  177.".. 

Pursuant  to  a  citation  issued  for  that  purpose,  Amos 
Knapp,  of  said  Greenwich,  appeared  this  day  before  the 
above  Committee,  to  answer  to  a  complaint  brought  against 
liim  for  cursing  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  with 
all  the  leading  men  of  the  Country,  and  threatening  to  join 
the  enemy,  in  case  the  King's  standard  was  erected  ;  and 
he  being  confronted  by  three  creditable  witnesses,  who 
have  fully  proved  the  facts  with  which  he  stood  charged, 
the  Conunittee  have  ordered  to  disarm  the  said  Amos 
Knapp  immediately;  and  he  is  hereby  held  up  to  publick 
view^,  as  an  avowed  enemy  to  his  Country,  and  as  such  it 
is  recommended  to  treat  him  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  do  transmit  copies  of  the 
foregoing  judgments  to  the  press. 

Nehemiah  IMead,  Chairman. 
John  Mackay,  Clerk  Com. 

POWNALBOROUGII  (Massachusetts)  committee. 

Powiialboroujjli,  October  3,  1775. 

We,  the  subscribers,  Conunittee  of  Corres|)ondence  and 
Committees  of  Inspection  in  the  East  and  West  Precincts 
in  Poimalborough,  hereby  testify,  that  Mr.  Abiel  IVood , 
being  an  inhabitant  amongst  us,  we  are  acquainted  with  his 
conduct  in  general,  and  some  of  us  have  had  occasion  par- 
ticularly to  inquire  into  it,  and  really  believe  him  to  be  a 
friend  to  his  Country  and  American  liberty,  notwithstand- 
ing a  late  publication  to  the  contrary,  by  a  part  of  a  former 
Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  East  Precinct  in  said 
Town.  We  farther  say,  this  appears  to  be  the  mind  of 
the  Town,  in  respect  to  Mr.  ff'ood;  for,  at  a  meeting  duly 
warned,  they  took  the  conduct  of  said  former  Committee, 
relative  to  Mr.  Hood,  into  consideration,  disapproved  of 
•  it,  and  unanimously  dismissed  them. 

Michael  Seyy,  Richard  Kidder, 

John  Decker,  Jr.,       Edmund  Bridge, 

Committee  of  Correspondence. 
Moses  Carlton,  John  Boynton, 

John  Groves,  Jona.  Spafford, 

Jeremiah  Daston,        Abraham  Nason, 
AiiiJAH  Dickinson, 

Committee  of  Lisjjection  in  the  East  Precinct. 
Saml.  Goodwin,  Jr.,     Francis  Rittley, 
Stephen  Brown,  Samuel  Emerson, 

RiriiAiiD  Kidder,  Edmund  Bridge, 

Committee  of  Inspection  in  the  H'est  Precinct. 


EDICT  BY  the   king   OF  DENMARK. 

Copenhagen,  October  4,  1775. 

An  edict  has  been  published  here,  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation of  warlike  stores,  and  other  articles  of  commerce 
serving  for  military  armaments,  to  the  Danish  Colonies,  oi' 
which  the  following  is  a  translation  : 

"  We,  Christian  the  Seventh,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
King  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  k.c.,  Sic,  &c.  Whereas 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  has  desired  us  to 
forbid  our  subjects  giving  any  manner  of  assistance  to  the 
inhabitants  of  iVor</i-.<4me;-ifrt,  who  are  engaged  in  open 
war  against  England,  and  we  are  disposed  to  comply  with 
this  friendly  requisition  :  therefore  we  will  and  enjoin,  by 
these  presents,  all  our  subjects,  whether  traders  or  others, 
not  to  presume,  till  our  pleasm-e  be  farther  made  known, 
to  send,  for  the  purpose  of  traliick,  either  for  their  own 
account  or  that  of  others,  unto  om'  Islands  and  Colonics  in 
America,  on  board  ships  carrying  om'  flag,  or  provided 
with  our  sea  passports,  any  Annnunition  or  other  commodi- 
ties whatever, serving  for  warlike  armaments  and  consider- 
ed as  articles  of  trade,  or  to  take  part  in  any  such  contra- 
band trade,  which  is  disagreeable  to  us,  and  liable  to  many 
misfortunes  to  themselves;  the  whole  on  pain  of  arbitrary 
and  severe  punishment  for  those  who  shall  presume  to 
infringe  this  our  gracious  ordinance. 

"To  which  all  and  singular  our  Custom-House  onicer-^ 
in  our  Kingdoms  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  and  in  our 
Principalities,  as  also  our  Governour-General,  Regency, 
and  Council,  in  our  JVest-India  Islands,  are  respectfully  to 
conform  themselves;  and  by  so  doing  will  be  indemnified 
for  all  damages. 

"Given   under  om-  royal  hand  and  seal,  in  our  Royal 
Castle  oi  Fredensburgh,  the  fourth  of  October,  1775. 
"  Christian  R. 

"Countersigned,  Moltkc.  Pratorius.  Erichsen. 

Trant." 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  ROYAL  BURGH  OF  DUMBARTON. 

Address  of  the  Magistrates,  Town  Council,  and  Incor- 
porations of  the  Royal  Burgh  o(  Dumbarton,  presented  to 
His  Majesty  by  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Frederick 
Campbell,  their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Magistrates,  Town  Connci/, 
and  Incorporations  of  the  Royal  Burgh  of  Dumbar- 
ton. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  tlio 
Magistrates,  Town  Council,  and  Incorporations  of  the 
Royal  Burgh  of  Dumbarton,  sensible  of  the  many  bless- 
ings enjoyed  by  us  of  this  Country,  in  common  with  those 
of  your  Majesty's  other  Dominions,  during  a  reign  remark- 
able for  its  moderation,  feel  the  greatest  abhorrence  of  that 
unnatural  rebellion  which  has  been  encouraged  by  some 
licentious  and  designing  persons  at  home,  and  which  now 
rages  with  savage  cruelty  in  your  Colonies  in  America. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  that  vvu  observe  the  ne- 
cessity to  which  the  Parent  State  is  reduced,  of  correcting 
these  ungrateful  and  undutiful  children  by  vigorous  mea- 
sures; and  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty, 
that  we  are  ready  and  will  cheerfully  do  all  in  our  power 
to  vindicate  and  support  the  dignity  of  your  Crown  and 
person,  and  the  rights  of  your  people,  against  these  deluded 
Rebels. 

Signed  at  Dumbarton,  the  fourth  day  of  October,  1775 
years,  in  name  and  by  appointment  of  the  Magistrates, 
Town  Comicil,  and  Incoriiorations  of  the  Burgh,  by 

James  Conit;H0UN. 

LONDON     ASSOCIATION. 

(ilobo  Tavern,  Fleet  Street,  October  1,  1775. 

As  on  the  part  of  Administration  .some  wanton  exertions 
of  despotick  power  have  justly  spread  an  alarm  throughout 
the  Kingdom,  the  People  cannot  with  too  much  vigilance 
protect  their  few  remaining  rights  from  violation. 

The  liberty  of  the  Press  hath  ever  been  esteemed  as  one 
of  the  choicest  blessings  a  free  People  can  enjoy  ;  yet  we 
have  seen  the  destruction  of  that  liberty  but  too  successful  iy 
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atieinpted  bv  the  instruments  of  despotism.  Piosecutioiis 
liave  been  commenced  by  tbe  olTiceis  of  tlie  Crown,  ai)|)a- 
rently  fornootlier  purpose  than  tbal  of  silencing  tbe  Pre=s, 
by  denouncing,'  ruin  to  sucli  Printers  as  shall  discharge  their 
duty  to  the  i)irblick  uith  the  becominj;  spirit  of  JSnn^/j.v/iwcH. 
Nor  is  tliis  all.  In  the  very  mode  of  prosecution  an  eye 
hath  been  had  to  Star  Chamber  tyranny.  The  Printers 
of  our  newspapers  have  not  i)een  piesented  on  tiie  oaths 
of  jurors,  but  on  the  bare  suirgenion  of  an  oliicer  of  tlie 
Cioun,  who,  by  filing  information,  ex-officio,  against  His 
Majesty's  innocent  subjects,  (to  whom  no  crime  whatever 
hath  been  imputed  by  their  peers,)  thereby  supersedes  the 
utility  of  grand  juries,  in  direct  violation  of  Magna  Charta, 
and  to  the  total  overthrow  of  the  great  bulwark  of  A'/i^'/Zs/i 
liberties. 

Conceiving  an  opposition  to  such  oppressive  measures 
to  be  a  duty  incumbent  on  tlie  People  at  large;  desirous  as 
well  of  rescuing  the  Press  from  the  shackles  of  Ministerial 
slavery,  as  of  affording  some  protection  to  those  Printers 
who  may  otherwise  sufler  in  tbe  cause  of  liberty,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  London  Association  have  determined  to  support 
the  freedom  of  the  Press  upon  true  constitutional  grounds, 
and  they  have  therefore  agieetl  to  the  following  Resolu- 
lioir-. 

Resolved,  That  the  freedom  of  tlu  Press  is  essential  to 
the  existence  of  a  free  Government. 

Resolved,  That  by  a  judicious  exercise  of  the  freedom 
of  the  Press  the  minds  of  men  are  enlightened  ;  knowledge, 
both  civil  and  religious,  is  diffused,  and  the  People  are 
taught  to  prize  as  inestimable  those  political  rights  secured 
by  the  Revolution. 

Resolved,  That  any  attempt  totally  to  destroy,  or  par- 
tially to  infringe  the  liberty  of  the  Press,  is  to  (rustiate  the 
blessings  we,  as  Protestants,  enjoy  from  the  Reformation, 
and  to  violate  the  |)rivileges  we,  as  Englishmen,  inherit  Iroin 
the  laws  and  Constitution  of  our  Country. 

Resolved,  That  the  ex-oflicio  Informations  filed  by  the 
Attorney-General  are  unconstitutional  stretches  of  arbitrary 
power,  lending  as  eflectually  to  destroy  the  liberty  of  the 
Press,  as  the  most  arbitrary  process  that  ever  issued  from 
the  Star  Chamber  during  the  reigns  of  the  detestable  Stu- 
arts. 

Resolved,  That  as  we  are  well  convinced  of  the  despotick 
intentions  of  Ministry,  we  will  endeavour  to  defeat  their 
atteni|)ts  to  exercise  an  improper  jurisdiction  over  the  Press. 
Should  any  cfiort  be  made  torevi\e  theofiiceofa  Licens- 
er, we  will  oppose  it  as  unwarrantable  ;  and  should  any  ex- 
pounder of  the  laws  (forjudges  are  no  more)  sport  with  the 
sacred  Charier  of  our  liberties,  and  tamjier  with  juries  on 
questions  relative  to  the  freedom  of  the  Press,  we  will 
never  cease  our  struggles  until  a  criminal  of  such  magniiude 
is  made  amenable  to  Parliamentary  justice. 

Resolved,  That  at  the  same  time  as  we  wish  to  cherish 
the  liberty,  we  would  entirely  discountenance  the  licen- 
tiousness of  the  Pre-^s.  Pidjlications,  therefore,  which  have 
a  tendency  to  dein'eciate  the  Revolution,  whether  they 
assume  the  title  of  •' Memoirs,"  "Histories,"  or  "State 
Compilations,"  are  equally  to  be  reprobated,  as  so  many 
atrocious  libels  on  that  happy  csta!)lishnicnt  secured  to  us 
by  tlie  accession  of  the  illustrious  House  of  Hanover. 

Resolved,  That  if  those  Printers  who  have  shown  them- 
selves favourable  to  the  rights  of  British  subjects  shall  be 
harassed  by  expensive  prosecutions,  (nominally  at  the  suit 
of  the  Crown,  but  virtually  and  substantially  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  Ministry,  and  certainly  at  the  expense  of  the 
People.)  we  will  patronise  such  Printers,  that  freedom  of 
the  Press  may  not  be  wounded  through  their  sides. 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  will  appropriate  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  Pounds  out  of  their  fund,  to  be  expended 
as  occasion  may  require,  in  the  defence  of  the  I'riuters  of 
such  papers  as  shall  appear  to  have  tin'  most  just  claim  to 
publick  protection. 

li.solvcd.  That  it  bo  eaincMlv  r<rununcndrd  to  everv 
iViend  of  civil  and  reli^ions  liherlv  thron.diout  the  Ivui-- 
doai,  to  assist  in  an  undertaking,  tlie  utility  of  which  is  self 
evident;  for  as  to  the  revival  of  letters  we  owe  ourdelivei'- 
aiice  iVom  Monkish  superstition,  so  to  the  li'eedom  of  the 
l*ross  alone  shall  we  be  indebted,  if  the  liberties  of  our 
Country  survive  the  wishes  of  Administration. 

Simied  by  order  of  the  Association: 

T)io.MA>  JoEi.,  .Sicrelary. 


.NKW-YOKK  CONGRESS  TO  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

I.I  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  Octoljcr  4,  1775. 

Gentle.me.v  :  We  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  a  proposal 
made  by  a  merchant  of  ycw-Yorlc,  for  obtaining  gunpow- 
der. As  we  are  not  competent  to  give  permission  for  the 
voyage  proposed,  we  submit  the  same  to  you,  and  request 
your  direction  as  soon  as  possible. 

\N'e  are,  most  respectfully,  Gentlemen,  your  mo~t  obe- 
dient humble  servants. 

I5y  order:  N.\thl.  Woodhl'i.l,  Prc:>idcnt. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Continental  Congress. 


N.rv.-.York,  Se|)tonil)cr  'J7,  1775. 
Sik:  About  the  1st  o(  July  last  1  sailed  from  this  place, 
bound  to  Maninieo  and  (Juadalottpe,  amongst  the  French 
Islands,  provideil  with  necessary  letters  and  interest,  with 
the  sole  intention  of  procuring  a  quantity  of  gunpowder 
and  ammunition  for  the  use  of  this  Colony  ;  but  on  my  ar- 
rival at  those  places,  found  that  tbe  whole  that  could  be 
jirocured  had  been  bought  up  and  shipped  off  in  one  or 
two  vessels  from  this  place  and  Philadelphia.  During  my 
stay  at  Martinico,  as  1  was  particularly  recommended  to 
and  conni'Cted  with  George  Mitchell,  Esq.,  the  English 
agent,  a  principal  merchant  there,  and  interpreter  to  the 
Governoui-;  he,  in  confidence,  informed  me  that  several  of 
their  merchantmen  that  had  sailed  for  old  France,  and  were 
expected  to  return  about  the  last  of  October  or  the  first  of 
November,  had  caiTied  out  large  orders  for  powder,  and 
that  he  expected  a  large  quantity,  the  most  of  which  would 
fall  under  liis  management  and  disposal,  and  proposed  to 
supply  me  with  any  quantity  ;  and  previous  to  my  entering 
into  a  contract  with  him,  he  obtained  permission  of  the 
Governour  for  my  vessel  to  return  there  and  trade  without 
molestation.  In  consequence  of  which  he  engaged  to  de- 
liver me  five  tons  or  u|)wards,  on  condition  of  my  return 
with  my  vessel-load  of  flour,  about  five  hundred  barrels. 
I  therefore  request,  as  you  are  a  member  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  if  you  think  proper  to  lay  this  matter  before 
them,  to  submit  the  importance  of  it  to  their  consideration  ; 
and  should  they  think  jiroper  to  encourage  my  completing 
this  contract,  and  grant  me  a  permission  to  load  for  that 
jHupose,  you  are  authorized  to  assure  them  an  ample  secu- 
rity shall  be  given  lor  tlie  faithful  performance  of  it;  that 
the  same  shall  be  put  into  execution  with  the  greatest  de- 
spatch, secrecy,  and  safety,  being  provided  wiiii  the  com- 
pletest  vessel  for  that  pur|)ose,  and  every  other  maiter 
necessarv  to  ensure  success.     1  am,  &ce. 


.NEW-YOItK   ( ONORESS  TO    CONTtNENTAl,   CONOIiR.^S. 
lUciil  October  7,  1775.] 
In  Provincial  Congress,  Neu-York,  O,  toio-r  4,  1775. 

Sin:  The  enclosed  state  of  information  is  of  such  a 
naiiire,  that  it  is  conceived  highly  proper  to  communicate 
it  with  all  despatch  lo  the  Congress. 

\Ve  are,  Sij-,  re-pectfully,  \  our  very  Iiumlile  servanls. 

^^>'  '"■'''''■•  SvruL.^Xoovuvu.,  President. 

To  the  Hon.  ./o/i»  Uancjck,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Con- 
tmental  Con-'ie^s. 


-\r«-Y..lk,   Oct.. 

.Inhn   Uamihnn  sailed  from  I.iverp, 


:!,  17 


ol  th( 


Captii 
oi  An<j:i:st,  mid  aniveil  here  la't  night:  says  that  it  w; 
rejiorted  and  lirru\cil  at  Liverpool,  and  that  he  saw  it  in 
the  London  pap'T--,  that  thirty  liattalions  and  four  Squad- 
ron of  Dragoons,  in  all  ten  thousand  men,  were  to  embark 
at  Embden  for  Boston ;  that  a  part  of  their  baggage  was 
ah-eady  at  Embden;  that  some  trans))ons  were  already  ar- 
ii\i.'d  at  Embden;  that  by  common  report  they  were  to 
sail  i!ie  middle  of  August,  and  that  they  were  to  be  com- 
m.uided  by  a  (iencral  Oilicer  of  their  own  country. 

r.i  tract  iif  a  L'-tlir  froiii  a  (Icntlemnn  in  F.m.molth,  to 
his  Jri,inh'in  Xv.\x-\ ur.K,  dated  JiM.v  26,  177.3.— It  is 
confidenilv  saiil  that  ten  thousand  Hanoverians,  and  some 
Ilegiinenis  iVomJff'rta/  Bril<iin,  are  to  be  sent  to  Boston. 
:\~  a  re-eiiforcenient  to  Genera!  Gage^s  .\rmy  ;  that  Geiie- 
iv.l  Guire  is  to  be  recalled,  at  his  own  request,  and  Sir  Jcf- 
j'eoj  Amherst  is  to  succeed  iiim. 


945 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  S^c,  OCTOBER,  1" 


946 


coNNECTicL-T  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY.  We  at  last  liave  the  echo  of  Bunker  Hill  from  Eiis;land. 

Weiiiicsday,  October  4, 1775.  The  number  of  killed  and  wounded,  by  General  Gage's 

At  a  meetin!^  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety,  account,   nearly  corresponds  with  what  we  had,  viz:    one 

Sil  Lebanon,   Present:  thousand  one   hundred.     There  does  not  seem  the  least 

His  Honour  the  Governour,  JaOez  Huntington,  Samuel  probability  of  a  change  of  measures  or  of  Ministers.     Gen. 

Huntington,  Joshua  West,  Jedediah  Eldcrlcin,  Benjamin  ^^"g<^  '»  ''ecalled  from  Boston,  and  sails  to-morrow.     He  is 

Huntington,  Esquires.  succeeded  by  General  Howe.     We  have  had  no  material 

Doctor /^t»«e/ CVi£CHei/ is  appointed  Physician  and  Sur-  occurrences  since   I   had  the  pleasure  of  writing  you  last, 

geon  to  the  Third  Regiment  of  Forces  raised  for  the  defence  ^"''  P'incipal  employ  for  the  jjresenl  is  pre|)aring  for  the 

of  this  Colony,  witii  wages  at  seven  Pounds  ten  Shillings  wniter,  as  there  seems  to  be  no  probability  of  an  accommo- 

per  month.    Gave  orders  to  Doctor  Cheency  to  take  Medi-  dation,  or  any  such  decision  as  to  make  the  present  Army 

cines  for  the  use  of  said   Regiment,  to  the  value  of  ten  'ess  necessary.     1  also  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  given 

Pounds,  and  to  draw  on  the  Committee  of  Pay  Table  for  Co\^Amold,  to  be  connnunicated  to  the  oflicers  and  soldiers, 

the  payment  thereof.  ' 


The  accounts  we  have  of  your  health  give  us  great  con- 
cern, not  only  on  your  own  account,  but  that  of  the  pub- 
lick  service,  which  must  suffer  in  consequence.  I  shall 
most  sincerely  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  perfect  recovery  ; 
and  now  most  fervently  wishing  you  all  possible  success, 
iionour,  and  safety,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  ancl 
very  humble  servant,  George  Washingto.n. 

To  Major-Generai  Schuyler,  Northern  Department. 


IMoml^iy,  UolobtT  9,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty, at  Lebanon,  Present : 

His  Honour  the  Governour,  his  Iionour  the  Deputy- 
Governour,  Jabez  Huntingfon,  Samuel  Huntington,  Jede- 
diah Elderkin,  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esquires. 

Captain  Hall,  of  the  Brig  Minerva,  at  the  request  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  is  ordered  on  a  cruise  with  said 
Brig,  which  this  Committee  hath  given  orders  for,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  directions  of  Congress,  as  per  Mr.  President 
Hancock's  Letter,  of  October  5,  1775. 

Captain  Jeremiah  ff'adsworth  is  appointed  and  directed 
to  supply  said  Brig  with  all  the  necessary  Provisions  and     "'^s  on  the  detachment  against  (^ucbeck,  claim  an  exemp- 
Warlike  Stores  for  said  cruise,  as  per  his  order  appears.         t'O"  ''O'"  tl'e  command   of  all   the   field-ollicers,   excei)t 

Gave  an  order  to  Captain  fVadsivorth,  on  Mr.  Nathan-  (Colonel  Arnold.  I  understand  that  this  claim  is  founded 
icl  Sltaw,  Jun.,  for  six  hundred  weight  of  Powder,  for  the  "PO"  some  expressions  of  mine ;  but  if  you  understood  me 
use  of  the  Minerva  on  her  cruise ;  and  also  gave  Captain  "i  ''"s  way,  you  are  much  mistaken  m  my  meaning.  My 
IVadsicorth  directions  to  furnish  said  Brig  with  Stores  and  intention  is,  and  ever  was,  that  every  olhcer  should  coin- 
Provisions  for  six  months.  niand  according  to  his  rank.    To  do  otherwise  would  sub- 

An  Answer  is  given  by  his  Honour  the  Governour  to  a  ^^''t  a"  niilitaiy  order  and  authority,  which,  I  am  sure,  you 
Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Congress  oi New-York,     ^^ould  not  wish  or  expect.     Now  the  mistake  is  rectified. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON    TO   CAin'AlN   DANIEE    MORGAN. 
C.iini)  at  Cambiiilge,  October  1,  17?:,. 

Sir:   I  write  you  in  consequence  of  information  1  have 
iiived,  that  you  and  the  Captains  of  the   Ride  Comp; 


of  the  6lh  instant,  requesting  Powder,  that  we  are  not  able 
at  present  to  give  any  aid  in  that  article. 

looted.  That  an  order  be  drawn  in  favour  of  Captain 
Niles,  on  the  Committee  of  the  Pay  Table,  for  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Pounds,  for  the  use  of  the  Schooner  Sj)y. 
(Order  given  9th  October,  by  !\Ir.  Huntington.) 

The  Honourable  M.  Griswold,  Esq.,  is  appointed  and 
commissioned,  in  behalf  of  his  Honour  the  Governour,  to 
meet  a  Committee  of  the  Congress,  and  other  gentlemen, 
ajipointed  to  confer  and  consult  with  General  Washington, 
at  Cambridge,  on  the  l'2th  day  of  October  instant,  on  mat- 
ters of  importance,  Sic,  pursuant  to  appointment  of  Con- 
gress, &,c. 

Gave  an  order  to  Capt.  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  on  Com- 
mittee of  Pay  Table,  ibr  two  thousand  Pounds,  in  Con- 
tinental Bills,  to  be  lent  to  Captain  IVadsicorth,  mm!  be  by 
him  replaced. 

GENERAL  WASI 


<GTON  TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  SC 
Camp  ut  Canibrid-e,  Octob 

Sir:  Your   favour  of  the  20th  ultimo  came  safely  to    found  as  possibi 
hand,  and   I  should   have  despatched   the   express  much         2d.  That  you  iia 
sooner,  but  Colonel  ^/'moWs  expedition   is  so  connected 
with  your  operations,  that  I  thought  it  most  proper  to  de- 
tain him  till  [  could  give  you  the  fullest  account  of  his  pro- 
gress.   This  morning  the  express  I  sent  him  returned,  and 
the  enclosure  No.  1  is  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  me.     No.  2 
is  a  copy  also  of  a  paper  sent  me,  being  the  report  of 
reconnoitring   party  sent  out  some  time   ago.      Yo 
certainly  hear  from  him  soon,  as  I  have  given   hi 
strongest  injunctions  on  this  head.      Enclosed,  No 
send  you  a  copy  of  his  instructions.     No.  4  is  a  manifesto, 
of  which  I  have  sent  a  number  with  him,  to  disperse  through 
Canada.     He  is  supplied  with  one  tliousand  Pounds,  law- 
ful money,  in  specie,  to  answer  his  contingent  charges. 

About  eight  days  ago,  a  brig,  from  C^uebcck  to  Boston, 
was  taken  and  brought  into  Cape  Ann.  By  some  inter- 
cepted letters  from  Captain  Gamble  to  General  Gage  and 


I  trust  you  will  exert  yourself  to  support  my  intentions, 
ever  remembering,  that  by  the  same  rule  that  you  claim  an 
independent  command,  and  break  in  upon  military  autho- 
rity, others  will  do  the  same  by  you,  and  in  consequence 
the  expedition  must  terminate  in  shame  and  disgrace  to 
yourselves,  and  the  reproach  and  detriment  of  your  Coun- 
try. To  a  man  of  true  spirit  and  military  character,  fur- 
ther argument  is  unnecessary.  I  shall  therefore  recom- 
mend you  to  preserve  the  utmost  harmony  among  your- 
selves, to  which  a  due  subordination  will  much  contribute  : 
and  wishing  you  all  health  and  success,  I  remain  your  very 
humble  servant,  George  Washington. 

To  Captain  Daniel  Morgan,  of  Rifle  Corps. 


INSTRl'CTIONS  TO  COLONEL   GLOVER   AND    MR.    MOYLAN. 
Camp  at  Cainbi-iilge,  October  1,  1775. 

His  Excellency  having  resolved  to  equip  two  armed 
vessels,  has  empowered  you  to  negotiate  this  business,  in 
which  the  following  directions  are  to  be  observed  : 

1st.  That  the  vessels  be  approved  sailers,  and  as  well 


pin-aisemeut  made  of  them   b;. 
indifferent  people. 

3d.  That  you  agree,  at  as  reasonable  a  rate  as  you  can, 
for  the  hire  of  the  vessels,  and,  if  possible,  procure  the 
cannon  and  swivels  on  loan,  and  if  not,  purchase  them  at 
the  cheapest  rate  per  month. 

4th.  If  you  cannot  equip  them  suitably  at  Salem  or  Mur- 
will  blchead,  one  of  you  proceed  to  Ncwburyport,  where  there 
the  are  several  vessels  and  sundry  cannon  provided,  suitable 
3,  I     for  this  purpose. 

5th.  You  are,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  send  down  proper 
directions  for  the  making  of  the  cartridges  and  providing 
ammunition,  and  a  list  of  what  will  be  \vanted. 

6th.  You  are  to  nominate  some  suitable  person  at  Cape 
Ann,  Marhlehead,  and  such  other  place,  where  any  prizes 
may  be  sent,  as  an  agent  to  take  care  of  such  prizes,  in- 
structing him  to  give  as  early  information  as  possible  of  all 
Major  Shirrcff,  the  account  of  the  temper  of  the  Canadians  captures,  and  the  list  of  the  cargoes,  as  far  as  he  can  do  it 
in  the  American  cause  is  fully  confirmed.  The  Captain  from  papers.  These  persons,  when  nominated  by  you,  to 
says,  that  if  (^uebcck  should  be  attacked  before  Carleton  receive  instructions  from  Head-Quarters.  You  are  also  to 
can  throw  himself  into  it,  there  will  be  a  surrender  without  settle  with  them  the  terms;  and  let  them  be  persons  of 
firing  a  shot.  We  most  anxiously  hope  you  will  find  sufficient  appro\ed  good  character  and  known  substance.  All  agreo- 
employ  for  Carleton  at  St.  John's  and  it?  neighbourhood.  ments.  Sec.  to  be  put  in  willing. 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi.  GO 
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Till.  All  contracts  entered  into  by  you  jointly,  when  to- 
gether, or  separately  incase  one  should  t;o  to  Aeu6ury, 
the  General  will  ratify  anil  conlinii. 

dlh.  As  soon  as  either  of  the  vessels  are  in  such  for- 
wardness as  to  be  ready  to  sail  in  a  few  days,  you  are  to 
send  notice  to  Head-Quarters,  that  the  ollicers  and  men 
may  march  down. 


1,  G 


;nt  ser' 


roJ.ONKL  JO^EI'li    IU;i:iJ   TO   COl.OM;!,   iiiONF.DICT   AllNOI.U. 
C'jiiipat  Cuiibiiiigo,  (Jctubar  4,  IWJ. 

Siii:  1  have  his  Excellency's  tlirections  to  acknowledjije 
\uur  favoiM'  of  the  •25th  Sr-pttmbcr,  by  Lieutenant  Gnuj. 
He  approves  of  your  disposition,  and  the  order  ol  your 
march,  and  hoj)es  you  will  keep  ever  in  your  mind  the 
lateness  of  the  season,  and  the  necessity  of  making  the  ut- 
most despatch. 

Uy  letters  I'rom  tjeneral  Schmjkr,  of  the  ^Oth  Septem- 
ber, he  was  at  the  Js/c-dUi-Aoi i ,  waiting  for  artillery  and 
siipjilies  of  men  and  provisions.  A  detachment  which  he 
sent  to  take  post  between  Montreal  and  St.  JohiCs  did  not 
behave  so  well  as  could  be  wished,  upon  which  they  were 
called  in,  and  the  whole  Army  is  at  the  above  island,  where 
they  expect  to  stay  some  time,  but  not  probably  to  exceed 
a  few  days. 

The  accounts  of  the  Canadians  and  Indians  are  ex- 
tremely favourable,  and  wc  are  every  moment  in  expecta- 
tion ol  hearing  something  decisive.  The  General  begs 
that  you  would  have  as  speedy  a  communication  as  possi- 
ble, and  that  you  will  inform  General  Schuyltr  of  all  your 
motions.  The  General  does  not  recollect  exempting  the 
Ride  Companies  from  the  command  of  all  superior  ofri- 
cers,  and  is  far  from  inlemling  any  such  exemption,  as  it 
would  naturally  give  disgust  to  those  ollicers,  and  be  ex- 
tremely prejtidicial  to  the  service.  Me  has,  therefore,  wrote 
himself  to  Captain  Morgan,  in  such  terms  as  will  ])ut  an 
end  to  this  claim.  The  harmony  which  prevails  among 
the  olhcers  of  this  detachment  is  extremely  agreeable,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  this  circumstance  will  not  disturb  it.  As 
the  honour  and  success  of  the  enterprise  depend  on  pro- 
serving  a  good  agreement  among  yourselves,  his  Excellen- 
cy desires  you  to  cultivate  it  in  every  shape. 

By  a  brig  from  (:luebeck  for  Boston,  (taken  eight  days 
aijo,  in  three  weeks  from  the  former,)  we  understand  that 
the  whole  force  is  drawn  horn  Qtiebeck  to  St.  John's,  and 
thai,  in  its  present  situation,  it  must  fall  into  jour  hands 
witiiont  firing  a  shot;  that  there  is  a  great  magazine  of 
powder  and  other  warlike  stores  at  (-luebcck,  and  the 
French  iidiabitants  and  English  merchants  most  favour- 
ably dis|)osed  to  the  American  cause.  Wc  have  also  some 
intorce|)ted  letters  from  some  ollicers  at  (-^ucbcrk,  to  Gen. 
(inge  and  others,  conlirmiiig  our  former  accomits  of  the 
Canadians. 

We  hope  this  delay  by  (Jeneral  Sc/un/Irr  will  be  a  hap- 
py circumstance  for  you,  as  it  may  keej)  Carleton  engaged 
at  .SV.  Jii/iirs;  whereas,  by  his  returning  from  thence,  and 
lliicn\niL,'  himsell'  into  (-^iieljcck,  yom-  enterprise  woidd  most 
pruliahU  bi'  drfr,.!,..!.  At  piTMMit  the,,,  is  lu.t  a  sinule 
Re:;ular  al  (^i„  i„  ck  :  m.r  lia\r  ihry  llir  leaM  sii^picKju  of 
an_\   danger  fioin  any  other  (juarter  than  Gen.  Sehui/ler. 

We  have  had  no  remarkable  occurrences  in  our  camp, 
(ien.  ilairc  is  ordered  home,  and  sails  to-morrow.  Gen. 
liwe  succeeds.  We  have  the  echo  of  Bunker's  Hi/l  from 
ICiii^bind,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  have  wrought  any  change 
of  men  or  measLires ;  nor  does  there  appear  any  disposition 
111  tliai  kiiiil.  If  any  oppoiiiiniiv  offers  to  L;i\c  us  an  ac- 
.■.„inl  ,.f  \o.ir  molh.ii's,  mhi  will  not  fail  K,  ,]„  il. 

Wi.hiim  you  all  p.i^Mbl,.  Immkiui  to  yoni.M'ir,  and  success 
lo  your  Country,  I  lemain,  bii,  y,mr  iiKi^t  obedient  and 
humble  servant,  .1.    Rr.i;o. 

To  Colonel  Benedict  Anvdd. 


I  Ol.il.NKI.  JOSKPll  Kt:i:U  Til  TllK  (  llM JIITTI'.LS  OK  SALKM  AND 
(iLOl  (KSTKK. 

(iKNTLi-.MKN:  1  am  dlivcte.l  by  his  Exrcll-aicy  Gen.'ral 
llastiingion,  to  inforiu  you  that  he  has  referred  the  dispo- 
sal ol  the  cargo  of  the  vesscd  lately  taken  within  your  Dis- 


trict, to  the  General  Court  of  this  Colony,  to  whom  he  has 
also  recommended  the  brave  captors  for  a  suitable  com- 
pensation. He  now  proposes  to  equip  the  vessels  as  ships 
of  war,  and  immediately  to  send  them  on  a  cruise  ;  or,  if 
these  vessels  are  not  fit  for  the  service,  to  exchange  them 
for  others,  for  which  purpose  he  has  despatched  Colonel 
Glover;  and  as  it  will  not  only  be  a  protection  for  the 
coast,  but  ))robably  greatly  distress  the  enemy,  his  Excel- 
lency reiiuesis  your  kind  assistance  to  Colonel  Glover  in 
managing  this  business. 

I  am,   by   his    Excellency"s  orders,   most   respectfully. 
Gentlemen,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  Reld. 


C0I,(1NK1>  JOSEPH   HEED  TO  COLONEL  JOHN   CLOVER. 
Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  Oclol>cr  -1,  177,"i. 

Silt:  The  vote  of  the  General  Court  is  at  length  re- 
ceivetl,  but  in  such  terms  and  in  such  a  manner  that  his 
Excellency  the  General  does  not  choose  lo  meddle  with 
either  of  the  vessels.  You  will,  therefore,  on  receipt  of 
this,  take  two  other  vessels,  the  most  suitable  for  our  pur- 
pose, upon  the  best  terms  you  can.  Let  them  be  prime 
sailers,  put  them  into  the  best  order,  and  lose  no  time.  A 
gieat  number  of  transports  are  hourly  expected  at  Boston, 
from  England  and  elsewhere.  If  you  cannot  equip  them 
with  guns  suitable  from  Salem,  by  going  to  ^eicburi/port 
you  may  find  not  only  a  suitable  vessel,  but  have  your 
choice  of  gtms  for  the  inu'iiose.  As  you  may  have  more 
men  upon  your  hands  than  you  will  be  able  to  manage, 
]\lr.  Moijlan,  the  I\Iuster-.^laster  General,  is  associated 
with  you  in  this  business  ;  and  w  hatever  engagements  are 
entered  into  by  you  and  Mr.  Moylan,  when  you  may 
hapjjen  to  be  together,  or  by  either,  in  case  one  goes  to 
jScwbunj,  the  General  will  fully  ratify  and  confirm. 

I   am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.   Reed. 
To  Colonel  John  Glover,  Marblehead. 


\ViiUer  IIill,  October  i,  177j. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  favour  of  the  2dth  ultimo  is  now  be- 
fore me.  I  am  extremely  soriy  that  you  have  had  such  unex- 
pected trouble  about  the  }\eiv-llunrpshire  Forces.  I  am 
well  appiized  of  your  original  contract,  and  sup))ose  there 
would  not  have  been  any  difficulty,  had  it  not  arisen  from 
the  adoption  of  the  Army  by  the  Continent,  and  the  gen- 
eral orders  for  the  Colonies  to  pay  their  Troops  up  to  the 
4th  oi  August ;  which  the  other  Colonies  complying  with, 
and  the  Sew-Hainitshire  neglecting,  caused  the  uneasiness 
among  the  sohliers.  1  sujipose  the  orders  were  not  sea- 
sonably made  known  to  you,  which  may,  perhaps,  be  in 
some  measure  my  fault  ;  but  it  being  more  peculiarly  their 
province  to  ac(|uaint  you,  i  left  it  with  them,  especially  as 
my  hiiiiy  would  scarcely  permit  mo  to  write  a  line.  1 
kiinw  (ic'iuial  Washington  thought  of  paying  tliciii  dli' 
with  ( 'onliiH'iital  money;  but  that  not  comini;  to  hand, 
he  luiind  a  failure  of  his  promise,  and  disorders  would  be 
ine\itabK'.  unless  some  of  the  Colonies  could  aihance 
the  iiHiniy  for  their  Troops.  He  applied  to  me.  1  told 
him  1  siippo-eil  our  Colony  could  do  it  as  well  as  not. 
as  it  wi'iild  eventually  be  oidy  exchanging  your  money 
for  Continental  money.  He  also  required  that  the  seve- 
ral Colonies  shoidd  clear  olF  with  those  men  up  to  the 
Aih  »i  August ,  ^\u\  after  that  the  Continent  was  to  pay 
them  and  reimburse  the  Cnlonics.  This  occasioned  the 
postscript  in  my  hltii,  in  huunr  of  those  who  went  with 
Colonel  yJ /•/(((/(/ ;  and  sine  1  am  that  no  difficulty  could 
arise,  as  the  iiiiuic-y  carries  no  interest,  and  you  are  to  re- 
eciw  ('cMiiiiKiiial  money  for  all  you  advance;  therefore,  I 
miLzlii  "I  II  II''  rxrused  in  telling  General  ff'ashington  thtit 
A(  iv-l Idwiisliire  could  and  would  as  willingly  do  it  as  Con- 
nevtinit  \\\u\  Bhode- Island.  You  ask  me  wliere  the  great 
delect  has  been.  I  never  said  it  laid  with  you,  but  that 
there  was  a  defect  somewhere;  and  1  think  you  have,  with- 
out my  assistance,  been  pleased  to  point  it  out. 

^'oll  say  that  the  general  orders  were  not  made  known 
to  \ou,  which  surely  ilie  Commitlee  oui;lit  to  ha\e  done  ; 
an  I  had  I  <u-pecled  they  would  have  been  delicienl  in  their 
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duty,  should,  amidst  the  hurry  and  confusion  I  then  was  in, 
have  done  it  myself. 

You  said  you  understood  there  were  only  a  few  blankets 
in  arrear;  which  not  being  the  case,  the  persons  in  whom 
you  confided  must  have  been  deficient  in  giving  you  proper 
information. 

You  say  that  Mr.  Rolliim  had  orders,  in  Juli/  last,  to  pro- 
vide a  hundred  coats  ;  this  was  not  done,  nor  has  that  atten- 
tion been  paid  to  your  order  which  you  might  reasonably 
expect.  1  hope,  therefore,  you,  gentlemen,  will  readily 
agree  with  me  that  there  was  a  defect  somewhere,  and, 
without  my  assistance,  find  where  to  place  it.  I  should  be 
extremely  sorry  to  have  it  thought  I  meant  to  censure  or 
condemn  so  respectable  a  body  as  the  Conmiittee  of  Safety. 
1  suppose  it  my  duty  to  write  facts  as  they  are;  I  shall 
thereby  do  justice  to  you,  and  acquit  myself  of  the  charge 
of  indolence  and  inattention. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  you  have  so  just  a  foundation  for 
hinting  that  some  of  the  oflicers  raise  difHcullies  themselves, 
and  then  instil  them  into  the  minds  of  the  men.  I  believe 
that  is  too  often  the  case  ;  but  from  whatever  source  these 
difficulties  spring,  the  trouble  to  me,  and  dishonour  to  the 
Troops,  and  conseijuently  to  the  Province,  is  eijually  the 
same.  I  shall  use  my  endeavours  to  make  the  terms  you 
propose  in  your  letter  as  agreeable  as  possible  to  the  men, 
and  spare  no  pains  in  endeavouring  to  keep  the  Troops 
from  troubling  you  with  complaints. 

Gentlemen,  1  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant,  John  Sullivan. 
Honourable  Committee  of  Safety. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    JUSTICES    OF    THE    PEACE    FOll    THE 
COUNTY   OF   DEVON. 

Address  of  the  Justices,  assembled  at  the  General  Quar- 
ter Sessions  of  the  Peace,  held  at  the  Castle  of  Exelcr,  in 
and  for  the  County  of  Devon,  on  the  5th  day  of  October, 
1775;  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  S'\r  Richard  fVarivickc 
Bamjjft/hle,  Baronet,  one  of  the  Representatives  of  tlie 
said  County  in  Parliament. 

To  the  Rlni^r^s  Must  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  ofjfis.  Cakringtun,  Clerk,  Choir- 
man;  Sir  RicHAUD  Wakwicke  Bampfylde,  Baronet ; 
Sir  Thomas  D.  Acland,  Baronet ;  Sir  John  Duntze, 
Baronet;  Thomas  Putt,  Paul  Orchard,  Francis 
Bassett,  Francis  Bulliok,  Richard  Inglett,  Tho- 
mas Taylor,  James  Pittman,  VVilliaji  Kitson,  John 
Wills,  John  Russell  Moore,  Esq's;  Samuel  Nevvte, 
John  Cruwys,  Richard  Lewis,  George  Cooke,  and 
Richard  Bavvden,  Clerks,  Justices  assigned  to  keep  the 
peace,  and  to  hear  and  determine  divers  felonies,  tres- 
2>asses,  and  misdemeanors,  within  the  County  of  Devon, 
assembled  at  their  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  held  at  the  Castle  of  Exeter,  in  and  for  the 
said  County,  the  fifth  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

We,  your  Majesty's  very  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  duly 
sensible  of  the  many  blessings  which  we  enjoy  under  your 
Rlajesty's  auspicious  Government,  beg  leave  to  ajiproach 
your  throne,  in  this  alarming  crisis  of  publick  affairs,  with 
every  testimony  of  our  sincerest  duty  and  affection  for  your 
Majesty's  sacred  person  and  Government,  and  to  assure 
yciu'  Majesty  that,  although  we  cannot  divest  ourselves  of 
those  feelings  of  humanity  which  induce  us  to  lament  the 
miseries  which  our  deluded  fellow-subjecis  in  America  have 
brought  upon  themselves  by  that  daring  abuse  which  they 
have  made  of  your  parental  tenderness  and  forbearance 
towards  them,  whereby  your  Majesty  has  been  compelled, 
much  against  the  benevolent  sentiments  of  your  own  heart, 
to  make  the  last  appeal,  in  order  to  reduce  them  to  their 
duty.  And  altliough  we  earnestly  wish,  agreeably  to  those 
feelings,  to  stop  the  farther  effusion  of  human  blood  by 
every  conciliating  measure  which  can  be  devised,  consist- 
ently with  the  ilignity  and  safety  of  the  supreme  legislative 
authority  of  this  Realm,  yet,  as  good  subjects,  we  cannot 
forbear  testifying,  at  this  iiriportant  juncture,  our  unfeigned 
readiness  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  Government,  by  giving 
every  assistance  in  our  power  towards  accomplishing  the 
most  desirable  event ;  that,  by  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of 
your  Councils,  you  may   be  able  to  bring  back  the  mis- 


guitled  inhabitants  of  your  American  Dominions  to  a  just 
sense  of  their  duty,  and  a  peaceable  submission  to  the  laws 
of  their  Mother  Country. 

And  we  should  be  wanting  to  ourselves  and  to  our  duty, 
as  the  guardians  of  the  publick  peace,  did  we  pass  over  in 
silence,  and  were  we  not  openly  to  declare  our  disappro- 
bation of  those  associations  which  have  been  endeavoured 
to  be  procured  by  circular  letters  and  factious  emissaries, 
dispersed  throughout  the  Kingdom,  in  order  to  disturb  the 
peace  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions,  and  in  open  defiance 
of  your  late  royal  Proclamation  ;  for  which  daring  insult, 
(big  with  every  mischief,)  offered  to  the  powers  with  which 
your  Majesty  is  invested  for  the  security  of  the  publick 
tranc]uillity,  we  beseech  your  Majesty  that  the  propagatoi's 
and  abetters  of  such  insidious  measures  may  be  brought 
to  S|)eedy  and  condign  pimishment. 

And  we  earnestly  supplicate  the  great  Disposer  of  all 
things  to  give  stability  and  success  to  every  constitutional 
measure,  which  your  Majesty's  wisdom  and  care  for  your 
people  shall  deem  necessary,  for  re-establishing  the  publick 
peace  and  tranijuillity  of  your  Colonies  ;  and  tliatyou  may 
long  continue  to  reign  in  the  hearts  of  a  dutiful  and  united 
people,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  every  earthly  blessing,  is 
our  most  earnest  and  ardent  prayer.      By  the  Court: 

John  Helliar,  Clerk  of  the  Feact. 


president  of  congress  to  generj 


WASHINCiTON 


Pliiludc'lijliia,  October  5,  177^. 

Sir:  The  Congress  having  this  day  received  certain 
intelligence  of  the  sailing  of  two  north  country  built  brigs, 
of  no  force,  from  England,  on  tlic  11  th  of  August  last, 
loaded  with  six  thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  a  very  large 
quantity  of  powder  and  other  stores,  for  Quebeck,  without 
convoy;  and  as  it  is  of  great  importance,  if  possible,  to  in- 
tercept them,  I  am  ordered  by  the  Congress  to  give  you 
this  information,  and  to  desire  you  immediately  to  apply  to 
the  Council  of  Massachusetts-Bay  for  two  armed  vessels  in 
their  service,  and  despatch  the  same,  with  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  people,  stores,  and  particularly  a  number  of  oars,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  intercept  said  brigs  and  their  cargoes, 
and  secure  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  Continent.  It  is 
also  their  desire  that  you  give  orders  to  the  commanders  of 
the  vessels  you  send  on  this  service,  to  seize  and  take  any 
other  transjiorts,  laden  with  ammunition,  clothing,  or  other 
stores,  for  the  use  of  the  Ministerial  Army  or  Navy  in 
America,  which  they  may  meet  with,  and  secure  them  in  the 
most  convenient  places  for  the  ])urpose  abovementioned. 

That  you  give  the  commander  or  commanders  such  in- 
structions as  are  necessary,  and  also  proper  encouragement 
to  the  marines  and  seamen  that  shall  be  sent  on  this  enter- 
prise ;  that  the  instructions  you  sliall  give  be  delivered  to 
the  commander  or  commanders,  sealed  up,  with  orders  not 
to  open  the  same  until  out  of  sight  of  land,  on  account  of 
secrecy.  If  the  vessels  in  the  service  of  the  Massachu- 
setts-Bay can  be  readily  obtained,  you  are  to  employ  them, 
and  others,  if  you  should  think  more  necessary,  to  effect 
the  pur|)oses  aforesaid  ;  if  they  cannot,  you  will  employ 
such  as  can  he  soonest  fitted  out.  At  the  same  time  I  am 
directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Rhode-Island  and  Connec- 
ticut vessels  of  force,  if  possible,  will  be  directly  sent  after, 
to  the  assistance  of  those  you  send  out ;  for  which  purpose 
I  wi'ite,  by  order  of  Congress,  to  those  Governments,  by 
this  conveyance. 

For  the  encouragement  of  the  men  employed  in  this  ser- 
vice, I  am  to  inform  you  that  the  Congress  have  deter- 
mined that,  on  this  occasion,  the  master,  officers,  and  sea- 
men, shall  be  entitled  to  one-half  of  the  value  of  the  prizes 
by  them  taken  ;  the  wages  they  receive  from  their  respec- 
tive Colonies  notwithstanding.  It  is  farther  resolved,  that 
the  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  employed  in  this  service,  are  to 
be  on  the  Continental  risk  and  pay  during  their  being  thus 
employed. 

For  further  intelligence  1  must  refer  you  to  the  enclosed, 
which  I  have  not  time  to  copy,  as  I  am  ordered  innnedi- 
alelv  to  despatch  the  express. 

I  have  the  honoiu-  to  be,  Sec, 

John  IIancolk,  Prcidtn!. 
To  (ieneral  IVashiiigton. 

P.  S.  The  enclosed  please  to  order  io  be  delivered  to  the 
Council  of  Massachusetts-Ba>/. 
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PRESIDENT    OF  CONCRES 


TO  THE   COUNCIL   OF   MASSACtU'- 
SETTS. 

Philadelpliia,  October  5,  177.J. 

Gentlemen:  It  having  been  represented  to  the  Con- 
-Tcss  tliat  you  have  in  tiie  employ  of  the  Colony  of  Mas- 
lachmcils-Bay  two  armed  vessels,  and  a  particular  service 
beiii"  i-ecommended  to  General  fCashingtoii,  the  prosecu- 
tion of  which  will  require  those  vessels,  I  am  directed  by 
ihe  Con;;ress  to  inlbiin  you  that  General  Jf'ashington  is 
instructed  to  make  application  to  you  for  those  vessels. 
And  I  am  particularly  authorized  to  desire  yon  will  put  said 
vessels,  for  this  service,  under  the  General's  command  and 
direction,  and  that  you  furnish  him  instantly  with  every 
necessary  in  your  power,  at  the  expense  of  the  Continent ; 
and  in  case  those  armed  vessels  cannot  be  employed  in  this 
service,  you  are  earnestly  requested  to  afford  your  utmost 
assistance,  in  every  matter  that  the  General  may  have  occa- 
sion to  apply  to  you  upon,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  pub- 
lick  service. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  esteem,  Sec, 

J(^iiN  Hancock,  President* 
To  the  Honourable  Members  of  the  Council  of  Masseichu- 

setts-Bay.  

SUSSF.X  COUNTY   (nEW-JERSEy)  COMMITTEE. 
Ill  Commitloc,  Sussex  County,  Ncw-Jcrsey,  October  5,  1775. 

George  McJMurtrie,  of  Hardivick,  he'mg  brought  before 
this  Committee,  and  charged  with  having  spoke  very  con- 


(|uisition  for  ammunition  ;  but  I  have  not  an  ounce  of  pow- 
der that  I  can  command,  nor  do  I  expect  any,  unless  the 
]S'ew-York-  Congress  can  send  me  some,  to  whom  I  wrote 
on  the  •29th  ultimo,  by  express,  and  bugged  they  would 
send  five  tons,  if  they  could,  in  row-boats,  tliai  no  delay 
might  be  made. 

The  Paymaster-General  is  now  here,  and  very  much 
indisposed  indeed.  He  proposed  to  resign  the  employ- 
ment, as  he  is  ap|>relH-nsive  that  he  will  not  be  able  again 
to  cross  the  Lakes.  1  am  fully  convinced  that  it  will  be 
the  case  ;  but  as  a  new  appointment  during  this  campaign 
will  be  introductory  of  confusion,  I  have  requested  iiim  to 
return  to  Albany,  and  have  taken  the  liberty  to  give  him 
an  order  to  apjjoint  a  Deputy.  The  Paymaster-General's 
appointment,  I  understand,  will  not  afford  of  his  paying  a 
Deputy.  1  mention  this,  that  Congress  may  signify  their 
pleasure  on  the  subject. 

Should  Congress  approve  of  having  the  troops  that  arc 
or  have  been  employed  in  this  dei)!iriincnt  |)aid  by  rolls, 
drawn  in  the  form  of  the  enclosed,  it  will  bo  necessary 
that  1  should  be  furnished  with  the  accounts  of  what  pay 
only  has  been  advanced  to  them  ;  for  which  pmpose,  an 
order  should  go  to  the  Govcrnour  of  Connecticut,  Massn- 
chusetts-Bay  Congress,  that  of  ?>i'cu--  York,  and  that  of 
Aew- Hampshire ,  to  furnish  me  with  the  accounts, specifying 
the  persons'  names  to  whom  money  has  been  advanced  by 
their  order. 

On  further  consideration,  I  find  this  order  will  be  neces- 
ary,even  if  Congress  shoiikl  not  think  proper  to  adopt  my 


emptuouslyand  disrespectfully  of  the  Continental  and  Pro-  niode  of  payment ;  for  I  labour  under  dilliculiies  in  com- 

incial  Congresses  ;  wdiich  being  fully  proved,  it  is  resolved  plying  with  applications  for  money,  as  1  do  nut  know  but  I 

ilial  the  said  George  McMurtric  be  advertised  in  the  pub-  may  overrun  the  mark. 

lick  prints  as  an  enemy  to  his  Country,  and  that  no  person  The  first  one  hundred  thousand  Dollars  issued  to  Mr. 

or  persons  have  any  dealings  or  connection  with  him  until  Trumbull  are  exjiended  ;  and  as  1  shall  have  large  calls  on 

lie  shall  cause  an  acknowledgment  of  his  fault  to  be  pub-  pie,  from  Canada  and  other  quarters,  I  beg  leave  to  men- 

lished  in  one  of  the  New-York  or  Philadelphia  newspa-  lion  the  necessity  there  is  of  a  fresh  supply  to  the  military 

pers,  on  pain  of  being  deemed  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  chest  in  this  department. 


America. 


By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Jacob  McCollom,  Chairman  pro  tern. 


THE  congress 


ent  and  most  humble  servant, 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


GENERAL   SCUUYLf.R  TO   PRESIDENT 

[R,Kul  Octobt-r  It;,  177.5.] 

Ticouilcroga,  Octoher  r>,  177j. 

Sir:  Yesterday  morning  1  received  a  letter  from  General 
Montgomery,  enclosing  sundry  papers,  co|)ies  of  which 
(Ni)S.  1,  2,  .3,  4,  and  .3,  together  witli  a  copy  of  another 
k'lter,  No.  6,  received  this  morning,  and  which  was  written 
before  that  marked  No.  1)  1  now  do  myself  the  honour  to 
transmit  you. 

I  am  very  apprehensive  of  disagreeable  consequences 
arising  from  Mr.  Allen^s  im))rudcnce.  I  always  (headed 
liis  impatience  of  subordination  ;  and  it  was  not  until  after 
a  solemn  promise,  made  mc  in  the  presence  of  several  odi- 
cers,  that  he  would  demean  himself  properly,  that  I  woidd 
jiennit  him  to  attend  the  Army;  nor  would  1  have  con- 
sented then,  had  not  his  solicitations  been  backed  by  several 
officers. 

By  the  enclosed  rettirn.  No.  7,  Congress  will  perceive 
what  troops  have  joined  the  Army  since  1  left  it,  and  what 
))ro visions,  &c.,  have  been  forwarded  to  it.  The  Cana- 
dians destroy  a  great  quantity  of  provisions,  and  much 
waste  is  committed  by  our  people,  in  despite  of  every  order 
issued  to  prevent  it.  The  expense  of  this  article  will 
amaze  Congress.  However,  if  the  issuing  Commissaries 
had  done  their  duly,  and  obeyed  the  orders  that  were  given 
tlKMii  by  the  Conmiissary-General  or  me,  I  should  have  bad  '°  !">'  ^T^'.'  ■ 
it  in  my  power  to  have  detected  every  Quartermaster,  or  *"'  ""^"^ 

other,  who  has  drawn  a  greater  quantity  of  jirovision  than 
what  was  due,  and  the  Regiments  might  have  been  charged 


I  am  rather  belter  than  when  1  did  myself  the  honour  to 
write  you  last,  having  yesterday,  for  the  first  time,  ventuicd 
to  ride  out  two  or  three  bundled  yards. 

Should  I  receive  your  orders  to  engage  troops  for  the 
winter  service,  I  projjose  to  give  the  offers  of  commissions 
to  the  ofiicers  of  the  Army  as  they  stand  in  rank,  unless 
you  direct  otherwise,  which  I  hope  will  bo  agreeable. 

I  am.  Sir,  most  respectfully,  your  Honour's  most  obedi- 


Philip  Sciii  vi.lr. 


GENERAL  MONTGOMERY  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLEU. 

Cam])  ni-ar  St.  John's,  .September  U■;^,  177.'). 

Dear  Sir:  .Since  mine  of  this  morning,  I  have  received 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Livingston,  and  another  from  Colonel 
JVarncr,  who  is  at  La  Prairie,  acquainting  me  that  Colo- 
nel Allen  has  passed  the  river  to  Montreal,  or  below  it, 
rather,  with  thirty  of  our  men  and  fifty  Canadians;  that 
be  had  been  attacked  by  a  superior  party  from  the  garri- 
son ;  that  he  was  taken  prisoner,  two  or  three  killed,  and 
as  many  more  wounded;  and  that  the  rest  took  to  their 
heels.  I  have  to  lament  Mr.  Allen's  imprudence  and 
ambition,  which  urged  him  to  this  afi'air  single  handed, 
when  he  might  have  had  a  considerable  re-enforcement. 
1  send  you  all  the  letters  I  have  had  on  this  subject.  The 
provisions  came  seasotiably,  ami  have  given  no  small  relief 


Such  crowds  of  sick  are  daily  returning  from  the  Army, 
that  although  I  had  thotights  of  Iciving  (iencral  ll'ooster's 
corps  at  Albany,  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  order  them  up. 

1  wish  I  could  comply  with  General  Montgomery's  re- 

•  A  letter  was  .it  tbo  same  time  written  to  Govcrnour  Cooke,  of 
Rhiidf.hland,  desirinjf  Iiim  to  send  the  armed  vessels,  bclonffinp;  to  tliat 
Colony,  on  the  al)ove  enterprise,  with  tlio  precautions  mentioned  in  tlie 


aid  entcrprii 


hospital  stores, 
morning. 

I  am  exccedini:!; 
advance  as  I  could 
for  the  sug:u-  and  hr 

Adieu,  is:c.,  &c., 
To  General  Schuyh 


lES   L 


This  I  ki 


•,  ami  liav 

you,  f  )r 


he  removal  of  the 
when  I  wrote  this 


icar  your  recovery  does  not 
itiii   much  obliged   to  you 
h  has  come  here  safe. 
Richard  Montgomi;rv. 


-'■] 


vGSTON   TO   GENERAL   MONTGOMERY. 

Cani|>  at  Point  Olivee,  near  Cliambly,  S-pt.  27,  1775. 
Di;ak  Sir:    I  have  sent  \oir  four  men,  u  ho  will  engani 
to  biiiig  )(jii  two  or  three  pieces  of  cannon  down  the  rajjids 
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in  a  batteau,  at  niylit.  This  is  of  great  consequence  ;  and 
wliile  you  are  bombarding  the  fort  at  St.  John's,  we  may 
do  tlie  hke  at  Chamhiy.  A  small  guard  might  be  sent  to 
Mr.  Hazcn's,  in  case  they  should  be  attacked  by  batteaus 
from  St.  John's. 

Colonel  Allm  crossed  over  from  Longcull  the  day 
before  yesterday,  to  attack  the  Town,  with  a  part)-  of  his 
men  and  Canadians.  General  I'rcscott,  hearing  of  his 
coming,  engaged  a  number  of  people  from  the  suburbs,  at 
a  half  joe  per  man,  to  go  out  against  Allen.  They  met 
near  a  league  from  town,  when  a  smart  engagement  ensued, 
which  lasted  upwards  of  two  hours.  They  had  two  field- 
pieces,  and  our  party,  after  a  long  engagement,  were  obliged 
to  retire,  though  the  enemy,  by  all  accounts,  came  off 
second  best.  I  iiave  sent  off  Jlr.  O'llara,  express,  to 
LongeuU,  to  learn  the  true  state  of  this  battle.  The  Ca- 
nadians that  have  returned  to  me,  from  the  battle,  agree, 
in  general,  that  Mr.  Alkn  is  either  dead  or  taken  prisoner. 
This,  if  true,  is  a  blow  upon  us.  To-morrow  we  propose 
to  have  a  consultation  at  Longcuil.  Our  greatest  misfor- 
lune  is  the  want  of  ammunition.  Mr.  Allen  should  never 
have  attempted  to  attack  the  Town  without  my  know- 
ledge, or  acquainting  me  of  his  design,  as  I  had  it  in  my 
power  to  furnish  him  with  a  number  of  men.  This  retreat 
of  our  men  may  be  a  hmt  to  us,  and  weaken  our  party.  1 
have  just  sent  down  the  river  for  a  re-enforcement,  and 
will  keep  them  ready  against  the  arrival  of  your  cannon. 
1  could  wish  to  make  a  bold  push  against  the  Town, 
though  nothing  can  be  done  without  cannon.  I  hope  your 
batteries  are  ready  to  play  against  St.  John's  by  this 
time. 

If  you  write  to  the  Congress  soon,  you  will  be  kind 
enougli  to  recommend  me  to  them  as  your  goodness  may 
direct  you.  Whenever  my  Countiy  calls  upon  me  to  ils 
assistance,  1  shall  be  always  ready  to  do  my  duty.  I  could 
wish  this  Province  was  already  united  to  the  others,  and 
cannot  expect  much  peace  until  that  takes  place. 

1  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  )ours,  &c., 

rr.    ^  111.  James  Livingston. 

lo  General  JMontgomcnj. 

P.  S.  Since  my  writing  this,  my  guards  have  taken 
several  prisoners,  and  have  examined  them  separately. 
They  all  agree  that  St.  John's  cannot  hold  out  long.  Your 
bombs  and  cannon  do  mighty  execution.  Above  thirty  of 
the  Canadians  have  deserted  from  there,  and  the  remainder 
wait  a  proper  opportunity.  I  find  they  intend  pushing 
their  way  through  our  intrenchment  this  side  St.  John's, 
with  some  pieces  of  cannon,  to  get  to  Chamhhj,  and  from 
thence  lo  Qucbcck.  You  will  be  kind  enough  to  put 
Colonel  Bcdcl  upon  his  guard,  to  prevent  their  passing  his 
intrenchment,  and  recall  his  force  from  La  Prairie. 

[Xo.  3.] 
COLONEL  SETH  WARNER  TO  GENERAL  MONTGOMERY. 
La  Prairie,  September  27,  1775. 

May  it  please  your  Honour:  I  have  the  disagreeable 
news  to  write  you,  that  Colonel  Alhn  hath  met  with  a  de- 
leat,  by  a  stronger  force,  which  sallied  out  from  the  Town 
i)i  Montreal,  after  he  had  crossed  the  river,  about  a  mile 
below  the  Town.  I  have  no  certain  knowledge,  as  yet, 
whether  he  is  killed,  taken,  or  fled  ;  but  his  defeat  hath 
|)ut  the  French  people  into  great  consternation.  They  are 
much  concerned,  for  fear  of  a  company  coming  over  against 
ns.  Furthermore,  the  Indian  chiefs  were  at  Monlnal  at 
the  time  of  Allen's  battle,  and  there  were  a  number  of  the 
Caiighnaienga  Lillians  in  the  battle  against  Allen,  and 
the  people  are  very  fearful  of  the  Indians.  There  were 
six  in  here  last  night,  I  suppose  sent  as  spies.  I  asked  the 
Indians  concerning  their  appearing  against  us  in  every  bat- 
tle ;  their  answer  to  me  was,  that  Carlcton  made  them 
drunk,  and  drove  them  to  it ;  but  they  said  they  would  do 
so  no  more. 

I  should  think  it  |iroper  to  keep  a  party  at  Longeuil, 
and  my  party  is  not  big  enough  to  divitle.  If  I  must  tarry 
here,  I  should  be  glad  of  my  Regiment,  for  my  party  is 
made  up  with  different  Companies  in  different  Regiments, 
and  my  regulation  is  not  so  good  as  I  could  wish,  for  subor- 
dination to  your  orders  is  my  pleasure. 

[  am.  Sir,  with  submission,  your  humble  servant. 

To  General  M'jntgoiinrif. 


[No.  4.] 
MAJOR  TIMOTHY  BEDEL  TO  GENERAL  MONTGOMERY. 

Camp  near  St.  Jolin's,  September  28,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  this  moment  informed  by  some  of  our  men, 
just  arrived  from  La  Frairie,  of  the  defeat  of  Col.  Allen 
and  his  party.  I  cannot  understand  that  we  have  had  any 
great  loss;  some  few  slightly  wounded.  Colonel  Allen  is 
either  killetl  or  taken  prisoner.  Some  of  the  principal 
merchants  who  came  out  o{  Montreal  are  killed,  and  some 
wounded.  We  had  not  above  thirty  of  our  men  there, 
and  about  sixty  of  the  Canadians.  I  understand  there 
were  not  above  fifty  men  that  had  arms ;  and  a  consider- 
able number  of  Canadians  came  out,  with  some  Regulars. 
1  am  sorry  things  were  not  done  more  prutlently.  Sir. 

1  have  just  now  received  a  letter  from  Es(j.  Liringston, 
who  informs  me  that  he  has  taken  some  prisoners ;  that 
the  deserters  from  the  fort  amount  to  thirty  men,  and  that 
a  considerable  number  wait  for  an  opportunity  ;  and  the 
prisoners  inform  him  that  their  intentions  are  to  force  our 
breastworks  with  two  or  three  pieces  of  cannon.  You 
know  our  strength  here  ;  for  God's  sake,  pray  send  me  a 
party  of  Easto7i's  Regiment,  as  I  cannot,  as  affairs  stand, 
draw  the  party  from  Ln  Frairie.  I  shall  leave  it  to  your 
Honour  what  you  think  is  best,  but  should  be  glad  of  a  re- 
enforcement.      AVe  have  a  great  many  sick. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  much  esteemed  friend  and   humble  ser- 
vant, TiMoTiiv  Bedel. 
To  General  MoiUgomenj. 

P.  S.  A  party  must  be  kept  at  La  Frairie  and  Loiigiuil. 
for  the  security  of  those  who  have  been  our  friends  ;  other- 
wise, we  may  expect  that  trouble  will  come  upon  them, 
and  then  of  course  they  will  be  our  enemies.  A  little  cash 
we  must  have  ;  Warner  wants  money,  and  we  cannot  do 
without. 

[Xo.  5.] 
NOTE   FROM    SETH   WARNER. 

This  moment  arrived  from  Colonel  Allen  s  defeat.  Cap- 
tain Diiggan,  with  the  following  intelligence:  Col.  Allen 
is  absolutely  taken  captive  into  Montreal,  wilii  a  few  more, 
and  about  two  or  three  killed,  and  about  as  many  wounded. 
The  living  are  not  all  come  in.  Something  of  a  slaughter 
made  among  the  King's  troops. 

From  yours  to  serve,  Seth  Warner, 

[No.  C] 
GENERAL  MONTGOMERY  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

C.unp  near  St.  Jolm's,  September  28,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Since  my  last  of  the  •24th,  we  have  opened 
a  battery,  of  two  twelve-pounders,  upon  the  ship-yards  and 
schooner.  She  was  obliged  immediately  to  haul  near  the 
wharf,  or  rather  as  near  the  north  end  of  tiie  fort  as  she  could 
go.  This  battery  is  screened  from  the  guns  of  the  tbit 
by  an  epaulement,  in  a  good  measure.  I  fear  1  have  neither 
men  nor  annnunition  to  carry  on  any  attack  with  success, 
to  which  purpose  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  occupy 
a  very  advantageous  piece  of  rising  ground  on  the  west 
side,  and  there  erect  my  batteries,  to  reach  their  defences. 
The  largest  of  the  mortars  is  useless,  and  on  the  mortars  I 
principally  depended  for  distressing  the  garrison. 

The  weather  has  been  and  still  is  so  exceeding  bad,  am; 
the  encam|)ment  so  swampy,  that  1  feel  exceedingly  for  the 
Troops,  and  withal  provision  so  scanty  (flour  as  well  as  poik  j 
that  it  will  require  not  only  good  fortune,  but  despatch,  to 
keep  us  from  distress.  I  hope  the  thirteen-inch  mortar  and 
more  powder  are  on  the  way.  Alhn,  Warner,  and  Brown, 
are  at  La  Frairie  and  Lo»o-cMi7,  with  a  party  of  our  troops, 
and  some  Canadians;  how  many  1  cannot  tell.  They 
speak  well  of  the  good  disposition  of  the  Canadians.  They 
have  a  |)roject  of  making  an  attempt  on  Montreal.  I  fear 
the  troops  are  not  fit  for  it.  Mr.  Carlcton  has  certainly 
left  that  Town,  and  it  is  in  a  very  defenceless  situation. 

As  this  garrison  is  shut  up,  I  hope  the  Kennebeck 
expedition  will  meet  with  no  obstruction  in  the  attack  u|ion 
(^tiebcck.  Should  things  not  go  well,  1  tremble  for  the 
fate  of  the  poor  Canadians,  who  have  ventured  so  much. 
What  shall  I  do  with  them,  should  we  be  obliged  to  evacuate 
the  country?  though  I  hope  this  will  not  be  the  case.  If 
po-sible,  do  not  let  us  want  ammunition,  my  dear  General. 

1  nave  swn  Mv.  Livitig;:toii;  he  h.is  a  considerable  b.HH 
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of  Canadians  in  arms  at  Chambly;  is  very  active,  and  they 
have  ureal  confidence  in  him,  I  beheve.      1   wish  to  have 
him  taken  notice  of  by  tiie  Congress,  in  a  manner  suitable 
to  liis  services  aiid  '.he  risk  lie  runs. 
I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  &:c.,  ice, 

„,      ^  ,    c.  I        r  RiLHAKlJ   MlJNT(iO.MERY. 

To  General  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  I  send  ten  boats,  n)anneil  \\\\\\  the  naked  and 
la/.\ .     The  enemy  have  launched  a  row-^allc)'. 

[So.  7.J 
liiturn  of  Men  sent  northward  since  the  one  hundred  and 
forty  o/E.vston's,  mentioned  in  my  Letter  ofl9th  inst. 

Colonel  McDovs;airs  Neiv-Yorkers,  123,  officers  inclu- 
ded; Col.  mirner\\:i-2;  Col.  Clinton's, ^0-2;  toial,  r).->7. 

About  350  of  the  men  took  twenty  days'  provision,  the 
nthers  eight  days'. 

Provisions:  341  barrels  of  pork;  29  do.  beef;  110 
do.  flom-;  4S  do.  rum;  4  tierces  rice;  7  firkins  butter; 
•')  barrels  of  sugar;    1  do.  vinegar;  2  boxes  chocolate. 

Ammnnition :  .3,050  pounds  of  powder;  4  boxes  of 
musket  ball;  200  ball,  twelve-pounders;  200  ball,  six- 
pounders;  90  shells,  five  inch  diameter;  30  shells,  seven 
inch  diameter;  1  mortar  and  bed,  thirteen  inch  diameter; 
120  fusees;  43  bunches  grape-shot;  1  bushels  grape-shot; 
I  oil  cloths. 

STAMKOIU)    (CO.NNIM  Til  it)    COM  M  ITTH  C. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Comuiittoe  of  Inspect  ion  and  Ob- 
servation, held  in  Stamford,  ou  Thursday,  the  .Jth  day  of 
October,  1775: 

Personally  appeared  Ohadiah  S'eely,  Jun.,  and  Gideon 
Lownsberry ;  they  having  been  cited  to  appear  before  said 
<'ommittee,  for  speaking  disrespectfully  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  and  in  many  other  instances  acting 
inimically  to  the  liberties  o^  America ;  and  after  hearing 
the  evidence  brought  against  them,  the  Committee  afore- 
said proceeded  to  pass  sentence,  and,  agreeable  to  the  direc- 
tions of  said  Congress,  resolved  to  hold  up  said  Seely  and 
Liownsberry  to  publick  view,  as  enemies  to  the  liberties  of 
their  Country;  hereby  recommending  it  to  all,  to  break  oft' 
all  commerce,  dealings,  and  conncjction  with  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  send  a  copy  of  the  above 
Resolve,  to  be  inserted  in  the  New-  York  Journal. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes: 

John-  Hait,  .IiN..  Com.  CUrk. 

I  acknowledge  I  have  at  si'veral  times  spoken  in  favour 
of  the  laws  of  taxation,  and  against  the  measures  piirsueil 
by  America  to  procure  redress,  and  have  thereljy  jusily 
merited  the  displeasure  of  my  Country,  and  for  which  I 
beg  forgiveness,  and  do  solcnndy  promise  to  submit  to  the 
rules  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses,  and  that 
I  never  will  speak  or  act  in  opposition  to  their  order,  but 
will  conduct  according  to  their  dii-ections,  to  the  utmost  of 
my  power;  and  this  1  desire  should  be  published  in  the 
publick  prints.  l>i:>ii'F.r,  Bowkr. 


thanks  for  your  kind  congratulation  on  my  apiiointment  to 
the  honourable  and  important  post  1  now  hold,  by  the 
suffrages  of  this  great  Continent.  My  heart  will  e\er  bear 
testimony  of  my  gratitude  for  the  distinguished  mark  of 
honour  which  has  been  conferred  on  me  by  this  appoint- 
ment, as  it  also  will  of  my  wishes  that  so  important  a  trust 
had  been  i)laced  in  the  hands  of  a  person  of  greater  expe- 
rience anfl  abilities  than  mine.  I  feel  the  weight  of  my 
charge  too  sensibly  not  to  make  this  declaration;  at  the 
same  time  1  must  add,  that  1  do  not  want  to  withdraw  my 
services,  witliin  the  compass  of  my  power,  from  the  cause 
we  are  nobly  engaged  in. 

]Mr.  ISynl  shall  not  want  for  his  pay  whilst  he  is  in  this 
camp;  although,  as  1  have  no  cash  of  my  own  here,  and 
charge  the  publick  with  my  expenses  only,  I  shall  be  a  little 
at  a  loss  to  know  in  what  manner  to  advance  it  with  projjrie- 
ty.  Bills  of  exchange  would  answer  no  enil  here,  as  we 
have  not  the  means  of  negotiating  them  ;  but  if  you  would 
jilace  the  money  in  the  hands  of  Rlessieurs  Hilling  if 
Morris,  of  Fhiladilphia,  (either  in  specie,  Continental, 
Maryland,  or  I'cjinsylvania  paper,)  they  could  easily  remit 
or  draw  for  it.  But,  at  any  rate,  make  yourself  easy,  as 
Mr.  Byrd  shall  not  want  to  the  amount  of  his  pay. 

By  an  intelligent  person  out  of  jyos^oH,  the  day  before 
yesterday,  we  are  informed  that  a  small  fleet  consisting  of 
a  sixty-four  gun  ship,  a  twenty  gun,  two  sloops  of  eighteen 
guns,  and  two  transports,  with  about  six  himdred  men,  were 
to  sail  on  yesterday  from  that  harbour.  They  took  on 
board  two  mortars,  four  howitzers,  and  other  artillery  ;  from 
which  we  suspect  they  intend  to  bombard  some  Town  on 
the  coast.  He  also  informs  us  that  General  Gage  is 
recalled;  that  General  Howe  commands  in  his  place;  that 
the  account  of  the  action  on  Bunker's  Hill,  as  tiansmitted 
by  the  former,  is  returned,  and  corresponds  pretty  much  with 
ours,  as  to  killed  and  wounded  ;  and  that  the  last  accounts 
from  England,  by  a  ship  just  arrived,  leave  no  room  to 
believe  there  will  be  an  accommodation  soon. 

The  enemy  in  Boston  and  on  the  heights  of  Charles- 
town  (two  peninsulas,  surrounded  in  a  manner  by  ships  of 
war  and  floating  batteries)  are  so  strongly  fortified  as  to 
render  it  almost  impossible  to  force  their  lines,  which  are 
thrown  up  at  the  head  of  each  neck;  witiiout  great  slaugh- 
ter on  our  side,  or  cowardice  on  theirs,  it  is  absolutely  so. 
We,  therefore,  can  do  no  more  than  keep  them  besieged, 
which  they  are,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  close  as  any 
Troops  upon  earth  can  be,  that  have  an  opening  to  the  sea. 
( )ui'  advanced  works  and  theirs  are  within  musket  shot.  We 
daily  undergo  a  cannonade,  which  has  done  no  injury  to 
owv  works,  and  very  little  hurt  to  our  men.  Those  insults 
we  are  obliged  to  submit  to,  for  want  of  powder,  being 
obliL'ed  (except  now  and  then  giving  them  a  shot)  to  re- 
serve what  we  have  for  closer  work  than  cannon  distance. 

My  rcspectfid  compliments  to  Mrs.  Nicholas  and  the 
rest  of  your  fireside,  and  to  any  inquiring  friends.  Con- 
clude me,  with  grateful  thanks  for  the  prayers  and  good 
wishes  you  have  becMi  pleased  to  offer  on  my  account, 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  and  obedient  servant, 
Gkorge  Washington. 
To  Robert  C.  Mcholas,   T'ir<rinia. 


By  the  arrival  of  the  C,  rb,  rus.  on  thr  2(illi  uhimo.  I  am 
honoiu'cd  with  your  Lordship's  despali'h  of  the  2d  dav  of 
August,  enclosing  a  conmiission,  whereby  1  am  appointed, 
in  the  absence  of  Lieutenant-General  Gage,  to  connnaud  iu 
chief  all  His  Majesty's  Forces  employed  or  to  be  employed 
wiihiu  the  Colonies  lying  ou  the  Allantick  Ocean. 

Your  Lordship  may  rely  upon  my  utmost  endcavom's  to 
forward  His  Majesty's  service  in  the  important  department 
with  which  1  am  honoured;  ami  I  cnicr  upon  it  with 
greater  cheerfulness,  from  the  knowlcdui.  j  Iku,,.  of  the 
superior  abilities  of  Major-Generals  (  •Union  ;nid  Ihirgoynr, 
upon  who'c  support  and  assi^iani-e  I  c\\\\  phicc  ihr  best 
"rounded  confidence  in  (jvi.'rv  dillirullv  thai  iiiav  arise. 


GF.NERVI,    WASI11N(.T0N   TO    ROBCRT  ('.  NIC  IIOI>AS. 

C.ini|i  ,-.1  Carnl.ii<lf,r,-,  <li:lol>er  .'.,  1773. 
Df.mi  Sir:    Your  favDin-  of  the  S(h  ultimo  came  to  mv 
haiid::  on  the  2d  instant,  by  Mr.  liyrd.    I  return  you  sincere 


Or.NEllAL    WASIllNCn-ON   TO  TIIF.    PRESIDENT   OF  THE    CONTI- 
NENTAL  CONGRESS. 

[KphcI  Octolior  13,  177.5.] 

('mn|i  at  Camliridfje,  October  :>.  I77:>. 

Slit:  I  was  hononred  wiili  your  favour  of  the  26th  ult. 
late  the  night  before  la~t,  and  a  meeting  of  the  General 
Ollicors  having  been  called,  upon  a  business  which  will 
make  a  consideiablo  part  of  this  letter,  I  took  the  o|i|)ortii- 
nity  ot  laying  beloi'e  them  those  parts  of  yours  which  re- 
spect the  continuance  and  new  modelling  the  Army,  the 
fiii'l.  cliiihlng,  and  other  preparations  for  the  ensuing  winter. 
Tin  y  have  taken  two  or  three  days  to  consider,  and  as  soon 
as  I  am  possessed  of  their  opinions  I  shall  lose  no  time  in 
traiisiniiiiiig  the  result,  not  only  on  the  above  subjects,  but 
the  nund)er  of  Tioops  necessary  to  be  kept  up.  I  have 
also  directed  the  Commissary-General  and  the  Quarter- 
master-(!eneral  lo  pre|)are  estimates  of  the  expense  of 
ilieir  departments,  for  a  certain  given  number  of  men,  from 
which  a  judgment  may  be  made,  uhen  the  number  of  men 
to  be  kept  iu   pay  is  determined.      All   which   I  shall   do 
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myself  tlie  Iionour  to  lay  before  llie  Congress,  as  soon  as 
tliey  are  ready. 

1  have  now  a  painful  ihougli  a  necessary  duty  to  per- 
form, respecting  Dr.  Church,  Director-General  of  the  Hos- 
pital. About  a  week  ago,  Mr.  Secretary  Hard,  ol  Frovi- 
dence,  sent  up  to  me  one  H'idmvood,  an  inhabitant  of 
Newport,  with  a  letter  directed  to  Major  Kane,  in  Bo.ston, 
in  characters,  which  he  said  had  been  left  with  Ifuintcoud 
some  time  ago,  by  a  woman  who  was  ke|)t  by  Dr.  Church. 
She  had  before  pressed  H'ainicood  to  take  her  to  Captain 
fVaUace,  Mr.  Dudley,  (the  Collector,)  or  George  Home, 
which  he  declined.  She  then  gave  him  the  leltei',  with 
a  strict  charge  to  deliver  it  to  either  of  those  gentlemen  ; 
he,  suspecting  some  improper  correspondence,  ke|n  tlie 
letter,  and  after  some  time  opened  it  ;  but  not  being  able 
to  read  it,  laid  it  up,  where  it  remained  until  he  received  an 
obscui-e  letter  fiom  the  woman,  expressing  an  anxiety  alter 
the  oriiiinal  letter.  He  then  communicated  the  whole  mat- 
ter to  Mr.  Hard,  who  sent  him  u|)  with  the  papers  to  me. 
1  inmicdiately  secured  the  woman,  but  for  a  long  time  she 
was  proof  against  every  threat  and  persuasion  to  discover  the 
author.  Howevei',  at  length  she  was  brought  to  a  confession, 
and  warned  Dr.  Church.  I  then  innnediately  secured  him, 
and  all  his  papers.  Upon  the  first  examination,  he  reatlily 
acknouledged  the  letter;  said  it  was  designed  for  his  brother 
Fleming,  and,  when  deciphei'ed,  would  be  found  to  couljin 
nothing  criminal ;  he  acknowledged  his  never  having  com- 
municated the  correspondence  to  any  person  here,  but  llie 
girl,  and  made  many  protestations  of  the  purity  of  his  inten- 
tions. Having  found  a  person  capable  of  deciphering  the 
letter,  1  in  the  mean  lime  had  all  liis  papers  searchetl,  but 
found  nothing  criminal  among  them,  lint  it  appeared,  on 
inquiry,  that  a  confidant  had  been  among  the  papers  belure 
my  messenger  arrived  ;  I  then  called  the  General  Oliicers  to- 
gether, for  their  advice,  the  result  of  which  you  will  find  in 
llie  enclosure  No.  1  ;  the  deciphered  letter  is  the  enclosure 
No.  '2.  The  Army  and  Country  are  exceedingly  irritated, 
and  upon  a  free  discussion  of  the  nature,  circumstances,  and 
consequence  of  this  matter,  it  has  been  unanimously  agreed 
to  lay  it  before  the  honourable  Congress,  for  their  special 
advice  and  direction  ;  at  the  same  time  suggesting  to  their 
consideration,  whether  an  alteration  of  the  twenty-eighth 
article  of  war  may  not  be  necessary. 

As  1  shall  reserve  all  farther  remarks  upon  the  slate  of 
the  Army  till  my  next,  1  shall  now  beg  leave  to  request 
the  determination  of  Congress  as  to  the  property  anti  dis- 
posal of  such  vessels  and  cargoes  as  are  designed  for  the 
supply  of  the  enemy,  and  may  fall  into  our  hands.  There 
has  been  an  event  of  this  kind  at  Fortsniourh,  as  by  the 
enclosure  No.  3,  in  which  1  have  directed  the  cargo  to 
be  brought  hither  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  reserving  the 
settlement  of  any  claims  of  ca)iture  to  the  decision  of  Con- 
gress. 

As  there  are  many  unfortunate  individuals  whose  pro- 
perly has  been  confiscated  by  the  enemy,  I  would  humbly 
su^uesl  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  humanity  of 
applying,  in  part  or  in  the  whole,  such  captures  to  the 
relief  of  those  sufferers,  after  compensating  any  expense  of 
the  captors,  and  for  their  activity  and  spirit.  1  am  ihe 
more  induced  to  request  this  determination  may  be  speedy, 
as  I  have  directed  three  vessels  to  be  equipped,  in  order  to 
cut  ofi"  the  supplies;  and,  from  the  number  of  vessels  hourly 
arriving,  it  may  become  an  object  of  some  importance.  In 
the  disposal  of  these  captures,  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  officers  and  men,  1  have  allowed  them  one-third  of  the 
cargoes,  except  military  stores,  which,  with  the  vessels,  are 
to  be  reserved  for  the  publick  use.  I  hope  my  plan,  as  well 
as  the  execution,  will  be  favoured  with  the  appiobation  of 
Congress. 

Uiie  Mr.  Fi^k,  an  intelligent  person,  came  out  of  lios- 
ton  on  the  .'Jd  instant,  and  gives  us  the  following  advices: 
that  a  fieet,  consisting  of  a  sixty-four  and  twenty  guii  ship, 
two  sloops  of  eighteen  guns,  two  transports,  with  six  hun- 
dred men,  were  to  sail  i'rom  Boston  on  yesterday;  that  they 
took  on  board  two  mortars,  four  howitzers,  and  other  ar- 
tillery, calculated  for  the  bombardment  of  a  Town  ;  their 
destination  was  kept  a  profound  secret ;  that  an  express 
sloop-of-war,  which  left  England  the  8th  of  August,  arrived 
four  days  ago ;  that  General  Gage  is  recalled,  and  last 
Sinidai/  resiiined  his  command  to  General  Uowt  ;  that 
ly.;id  Ftrci/,  Colonel  .Smith,  and  other  olhcer-   who   were 


at  Lexington,  are  ordered  home  with  Gage;  that  six  ships 
of  the  line,  and  two  cutters,  were  coming  out  under  Sir 
Feter  Dennis;  that  five  Regiments  and  one  thousand 
IMarines  are  ordered  out,  and  may  be  expected  in  three 
or  four  weeks.  No  prospect  of  accommodation,  but  the 
Ministry  determined  to  push  the  war  to  the  utmost. 

1  have  an  express  fioin  Colonel  Arnold,  and  herewith 
send  a  copy  of  his  letter  and  an  enclosure,  Nos.  4  and  5.  1 
am  happy  m  finding  he  meets  with  no  discouragement;  the 
claim  of  the  Rifio  officers  to  be  independent  of  all  the  su- 
perior officers,  except  Colonel  Arnold,  is  without  any 
countenance  or  authority  from  me,  as  I  have  signified  in 
my  last  despatch,  both  to  Colonel  Arnold  and  Captain 
Morgan.  The  Captain  of  the  brig  from  qucbcck  for  Bos- 
ton infirms  me  that  there  is  no  suspicion  of  any  such  ex- 
pedition; and  that  if  Carlcton  is  not  drove  fiom  .SV.  John's. 
so  as  to  be  obliged  to  throw  himself  into  (^ucbeck,  it  must 
fall  into  our  hands,  as  it  is  without  a  regular  soldier,  an<l 
many  of  the  inhabitants  most  favourabl)'  disposed  to  the 
American  cause.  That  there  is  the  largest  stock  of  am- 
munition ever  collected  in  America.  In  the  above  vessels, 
some  letters  were  also  found,  from  an  officer  at  QucLcck  to 
General  Gngc  and  Major  Shirreff,  at  Boston.,  containing 
such  an  account  of  the  temper  of  the  Canadians  as  cannot 
but  ailbrd  the  highest  satisfaction.  I  have  thought  it  be-i 
to  loiward  iliem  ;   they  are  the  enclosures  Nos.  6  and  7. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  reganl.  Sir,  your 
mo^l  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

GkoIK.E    \VA'.tIl.\(iT0\. 


At  a  Council  of  War  held  at  Head-Quarters,  Cam/,ridg,  . 
October -l,  177.5,  present: 

His  Excellency  General  Fi'ashinglon  :  .Major  General 
JVard,  L<e.  and  Futnam;  Brigadier-Generals  Spencer. 
Heath,  Sulliean,  Greene,  and  Thomas:  Adjutant-General 
Gates. 

The  General  communicated  to  this  IJi)nid  a  di-co\eiyoi 
a  correspondence  carried  on  with  tlie  enemy  by  D:.  Churcii. 
by  Lelter  in  characters,  which  was  (leci|ineieil  by  ihi- 
liev.  Mr.  IVcst,  and  laid  the  said  Letter  belure  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council. 

After  considering  and  discussing  the  matter,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  adjourn  till  to-morrow,  and  then  that  Dr.  Churri: 
be  examined. 

October  4. — The  Council  of  War  met.   Present  as  helbie. 

Dr.  Church  being  sent  for,  and  shown  the  Letter  in  cha- 
racters, was  asked,  whether  the  said  Letter  was  written  \)\ 
liiin;  to  which  he  answered,  he  believed  it  was.  He  was 
shown  the  exjilanation  of  said  Letter,  as  deciphered,  and 
asked  whether  it  was  a  true  one  ;  to  which  he  answered 
in  the  aflirinalive.  Dr.  Church  then  explained  his  inten- 
tion in  writing  said  Letter,  as  calculated  to  impress  the  ene- 
my with  a  strong  idea  of  our  strength  and  situation,  in  ordei 
to  prevent  an  attack  at  a  time  when  the  Continental  .4rniv 
was  in  great  want  of  auimunition,  and  in  hopes  of  effecting 
some  speedy  accommodation  of  the  present  dispute,  aii>; 
made  solemn  asseverations  of  his  innocence. 

The  General  then  asked  the  oiiinion  of  the  Counc;!. 
severally,  whether  it  did  not  ajipear  that  Dr.  Church  lia.l 
carried  on  a  criminal  correspondence  with  ihe  enemy:  [■ 
wliich  they  unanimou^ly  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  proposed,  and  discussed,  wiia' 
were  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  with  i(>prct  to  him  : 
and,  after  examining  the  articles  of  the  Continental  Arm)  , 
and  particularly  the  articles  twenty-eight  and  fifty-one,  it 
was  determined,  fi-oin  the  enormity  of  the  crime,  and  the 
very  inadequate  puni-.hment  pointed  out,  that  it  should  be 
referred  to  the  General  Congress,  for  their  special  diri.'ciion: 
and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  be  closely  eoolir.ed.  and  nr 
lierson  visit  him  but  by  special  directiuii. 


DOLTOlt   CUfUCH   S    INTERC  EP  r  ED    Lr.TTKK. 

I  hope  this  will  reach  you.  Three  attempts  have  I  made 
without  success.  In  etiecting  the  last,  the  man  was  dis- 
covered in  attempting  his  escape;  but  fortunately  my  let- 
ter was  sewed  in  the  waistband  of  his  breeches.  He  was 
confined  a  few  days,  duiins  which  time  you  may  guess  my 
feeliir's  ;   but  a  lillle  ait  and  a  little  fash  settled  the  n„it;i-;. 
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I  went 


a  month  since  my  return  from  P/iileultlphia ;  I  wen 
10  way  of  Frovidcncc,  to  visit  niotlier.     Tlie  Commit 


'Tisa 
by  the  way 

tee  for  warlike  stores  made  me  a  formal  lender  of  twelv 
pieces  of  cannon,  eighteen  and  twenty-four  pounders  ;  they 
liavint;  taken  a  previous  resolution  to  make  the  offer  to 
Gen.  Il'ard.  To  make  a  merit  of  my  services,  I  sent  them 
down  ;  and  when  they  received  them,  ihey  sent  them  to 
Stoughton,  to  be  out  of  danger,  even  though  tliey  had 
formed  the  resolution,  as  1  before  hinted,  of  fortif\  ing  Bun- 
ker's Hill,  which,  together  with  the  cowardice  of  the  clum- 
sy Colonel  GerrUh  and  Colonel  Scammons,  was  the  lucky 
occasion  of  their  defeat.  This  aftair  happened  before  my 
return  from  Philadelphia.  We  lost  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty-five killed  then,  and  since  dead  of  their  wounds;  one 
hundred  and  twenty  now  lie  wounded;  the  chief  will  re- 
co\er.  They  boast  you  have  fourteen  hundred  killed  and 
wounded  in  that  action.  You  say  the  Rebels  lost  fifteen 
hundred,  1  su])pose  with  equal  truth.  The  people  of  Con- 
necticut are  raving  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  A  number 
from  this  Colony,  from  the  Town  of  Stamford,  vohhcd  the 
King's  stores  at  New-  York,  with  some  small  assistance  the 
Xeiv-Yorkers  lent  them  ;  these  were  growing  turbulent.  I 
counted  two  hundred  and  eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  from 
twenty-four  to  three-jjounders,  at  Kingsbridge,  which  the 
Committee  had  secured  for  the  use  of  the  Colonies.  The 
Jerseys  are  not  a  whit  behind  Connecticut  in  zeal.  The  Phi- 
ladelphians  exceed  them  both.  I  saw  twenty-two  hundred 
men  in  review  there  by  General  Lee,  consisting  of  Qua- 
kers and  other  inhabitants,  in  uniform,  with  one  thousand 
Riflemen  and  forty  Horse,  who,  together,  made  a  most  war- 
like appearance.  1  mingled  freely  and  ficquenlly  with  the 
members  of  the  Continental  Congress  ;  they  were  united, 
determined  in  opposition,  and  appeared  assuicd  of  success. 
Now,  to  come  home.  The  opposition  is  become  formida- 
ble. Eigliteen  thousand  men,  brave  and  determined,  with 
fVashington  and  Lee  at  their  bead,  are  no  contemptible 
enemy.  Adjutant  Gen.  Clatcs  is  indefatigable  in  arranging 
the  Army.  Provisions  are  very  plenty;  clothes  are  manu- 
facturing in  almost  every  Town  for  the  soldiers.  Twenty 
tons  of  powder  lately  arrived  at  Philadchihia,  Connecticut, 
and  Providence  ;  upwards  of  twenty  tons  are  now  in  camp. 
Saltpetre  is  made  in  every  Colony.  Powder  Mills  are  erect- 
ed, and  constantly  employed,  in  Pniladtlphin  and  j\eir- 
York.  Volunteers,  of  the  first  fortunes,  are  daily  flocking 
to  the  camp;  one  thousand  Riflemen  in  two  or  three  days. 
Recruits  are  now  levying,  to  augment  the  Army  to  twenty- 
two  thousand  men.  Ten  thousand  Militia  are  appointed 
in  this  Government,  to  appear  on  the  first  summons.  The 
bills  of  all  the  Colonies  circulate  fieely,  and  are  readily 
exchanged  for  cash  ;  add  to  this,  that  unless  some  plan  of 
acconnnodation  takes  place  innnediatcly,  these  harbours 
will  swarm  with  privateers  ;  an  army  will  be  raised  in  the 
Middle  Provinces,  to  take  possession  of  Co /i«f/((.  For  the 
sake  of  the  miserable  convulsed  Empiie,  solicit  peace,  |-e- 
peal  the  acts,  or  Britain  is  undone.  This  advice  is  the 
result  of  warm  affection  to  my  King  and  to  the  Realm. 
Remember  I  never  deceived  you  ;  every  article  here  sent 
you  is  sacredly  true.  The  papers  will  announce  to  you 
"that  I  am  again  a  Member  for  Boston ;  you  will  there  see 
cm-  motley  Council.  A  general  arrangement  of  officers 
will  take  place,  except  the  chief,  which  will  be  suspended 
but  for  a  little  while,  to  see  what  part  Britain  takes  in  con- 
sequence of  the  late  Continental  pelilion.  A  view  to  in- 
dependence grows  more  and  more  general.  Should  Britain 
declare  war  against  the  Colonies,  they  are  lost  forever. 
Should  Spain  declare  against  England,  the  Colonies  will 
declare  a  neutrality,  which  will  doubtless  produce  an  ollen- 
sivo  and  defensive  league  between  tin  in.  I-'oi  d'od's  s:\kc, 
prevent  it  by  a  speedy  accommoiliitinn.  \\  riling  this  has 
employed  a  day.  1  have  been  to  .S',(/i7//  to  reconnoitre, 
but  could  not  escape  the  geese  in  the  capiiol  ;  lo-morrow 
I  set  out  for  ycirport,  on  purpose  to  send  you  this.  I 
write  you  fidly,  it  being  scarcely  possible  to  cscnpe  dis- 
covery. 1  am  out  of  ])lace  here,  by  choice,  and  therefore 
out  of  pay,  and  determined  to  be  so  unless  something  is 
offered  in  my  way.  I  wish  you  could  contrive  to  write  nie 
largely  in  cipher,  by  the  way  o{  Newport,  addressed  to 
Thomas  Richards,  merchant.  Enclose  it  in  a  cover  to  me, 
intimating  that  I  am  a  perfect  stranger  to  yon  ;  hut  being 
reconun(;ndcd  to  you  as  a  gentleman  of  honour,  \ou  took 
the  liberty  to  enclose  tliat  lettei-,  entreatinL'  me  to  deli\cr 


it  as  directed  ;  the  person,  as  you  are  informed,  being  at 
Cambridge.  Sign  some  fictitious  name.  This  you  may 
send  to  some  confidential  friend  at  Xeivport,  to  be  delivered 
to  me  at  Watertown.  Make  use  of  every  precaution,  or 
I  perish. 

A  true  copy:  compared  by  Elisha  Portf.u. 

[No.  3.] 

Porlsmoiitli,  October  2,  177j. 

Mav  it  please  yolr  Exct;LLENcy :  The  Ship  Prince 
George,  Richard  Emines,  master,  which  left  Bristol  the 
lyth  ui  July  last,  loaded  with  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty 
barrels  and  twenty-four  half-barrels  of  flour,  for  the  supply 
of  General  Gage's  Army,  was  taken  possession  of  by  our 
|)eople  this  day,  as  she  entered  the  harbour,  which  the  mas- 
ter says  was  through  mistake.  We  think  it  our  duty  to  ac- 
quaint your  Excellency  with  this  matter,  and  that  we  have 
ordered  the  ship  to  the  wharf,  having  unbent  her  sails,  and 
ajtpointed  a  suflicient  guard  on  board  to  prevent  any  em- 
bezzlement. The  master,  yesterday  morning,  S|)oke  with 
the  Raven,  sloop-of-war,  from  England,  bound  to  Boston, 
which  had  been  out  ten  weeks.  This  Committee  have 
examined  all  the  letteis  and  papers  brought  by  Ca[)tain 
Einmes,  and  find  they  contain  nothing  material. 

I  am,  with  due  respect.  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 

By  ordci-  of  the  Committee  of  Safety: 

H.  Wentwouth,  Chairman. 
His  Excellency  General  Jl'ashington. 

[Xo.  4.] 
Tort  Weston,  September  25,  ITTJ. 

I\Iav  it  please  voir  Excellency:  My  last,  of  the 
19th  instant,  from  Newburyport,  advising  of  the  einbarka- 
tion  of  the  Troops,  1  make  no  doubt  your  f^xcellency  re- 
ceived. The  same  day  we  left  Newbury,  and  arrived  safe 
in  the  river  the  next  morning,  except  a  small  vessel  whicli 
run  on  the  rocks,  but  is  since  oti",  without  damage,  and 
arrived  safe.  I  found  the  batteaus  completed,  but  many 
of  them  smaller  than  the  directions  given,  and  very  badly 
built ;  of  course,  I  have  been  obliged  to  order  twenty  nioie, 
to  bring  on  the  remainder  of  the  provisions,  which  will  he 
finished  in  three  days.  Alany  of  the  vessels  were  detained 
in  the  river,  by  running  aground  and  head  winds,  which  de- 
layed us  a  day  or  two.  The  -^Sd  inst.,  I  despatched  Lieu- 
tenant Steele,  of  Captain  Smith's  Company,  with  six  men, 
in  two  birch  canoes,  to  ChauJiere  Pond,  to  reconnoitre  and 
get  all  the  intelligence  he  possibly  could  from  the  Indians, 
who,  I  find,  are  hunting  there.  The  same  day  1  despatched 
l/ieiitenant  Church  and  seven  men,  with  a  surveyor  and 
pilot,  to  take  the  exact  courses  and  distance  to  the  Dead 
River,  so  called,  a  branch  of  the  Kenncbcck ;  and  yester- 
day the  three  Companies  of  Riflemen,  under  the  command 
of  C^aptain  Morgan,  embarked,  with  forty-five  days'  pro- 
visions, as  an  advanced  party,  to  clear  the  roads  over 
the  carrying  |)laccs.  Colonel  Green  and  Major  Bigclow 
march  to-day  with  the  second  division  of  three  Companies. 
Major  Meigs  goes  off  to-morrow  with  the  third  division, 
and  Colonel  Bnos  the  next  day  with  the  remainder.  As 
soon  as  the  whole  arc  embarked,  I  propose  taking  a  birch 
canoe  and  joining  the  advanced  party.  I  have  found  it 
necessary  to  divicie  the  detachment,  for  the  conveniency  of 
passing  the  carrying  places  ;  at  the  first  of  wliich  there  are 
some  caniages  to  be  |n'ocnrcd.  1  design  Chaudicre  Pond 
as  a  general  rendezvous,  and  from  thence  to  march  in  a 
body.  Enclosed  is  a  letter  to  Mr.  Colburn,  from  the  party 
sent  to  Qucbeck,  by  which  your  Excellency  will  see  all  the 
intelligence  I  have  received.  1  have  conversed  with  the 
party,  who  saw  only  one  lulian,  (one  Nattarius,)  a  na- 
tive of  ^orridgcwock,  a  noted  villain,  and  very  little  credit. 
1  am  told,  is  to  be  uiven  to  his  information. 

The  Indians,  with  Iliggcns,  set  out  by  land,  and  are  not 
yt-t  arrived.  1  have  engaged  a  number  of  good  |)ilots,  and 
believe,  by  the  best  information  1  can  procure,  we  shall  he 
able  to  perform  the  march  in  twenty  days;  the  distance  is 
about  one  hunilred  and  eighty  miles.  I  intended  Colonel 
Grtcn  should  have  gone  on  with  the  first  division  of  one 
('oin|)any  of  Riflemen, and  two  Companies  of  .Musketcei-<. 
This  was  objected  to  by  the  Captains  of  the  Rifle  Conqia- 
nies,  who  insist  on   being  commanded  by  no  other  person 
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than  Captain  Morgan  and  myself.  This,  Captain  Morgan 
tells  me,  was  your  Excellency's  intention;  but  as  I  was 
not  made  acquainted  with  it  before  1  came  away,  I  should 
be  very  glad  of  particular  instructions  on  that  head,  that  I 
may  give  satisHiction  to  the  field-ollicers  with  me.  There 
is  at  present  the  greatest  harmony  among  the  officers,  and 
no  accident  happened,  exce[)t  the  loss  of  one  man,  sup- 
posed to  be  wilfully  shot  by  a  private,  who  is  now  taking 
his  trial  by  a  Court-Martial. 

Major  Mifflin  could  not  send  money  for  the  battcaus. 
The  Commissary  has  been  obliged  to  pay  for  them,  with 
one  lumdred  Pounds  1  have  lent  him,  out  of  the  pay  re- 
ceived for  the  month  of  September,  and  has  been  obliged 
to  draw  an  order  in  favour  of  the  bearer,  Mr.  John  fl  ood, 
who  has  engaged  to  deliver  this  to  your  Excellency.  I 
have  promised  him  his  time  and  expenses  paid.  1  should 
be  glad  the  manifestoes  might  be  forwarded  on  by  him,  il 
not  sent,  with  the  last  intelligence  from  General  Schuyler, 
to  whom  1  intend  sending  one  of  the  Indians  as  soon  as 
they  arrive. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  E.xcrl- 
lency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.    AllNOLB. 

To  his  Excellency  General  ff'ashingtou. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  Colonel  Reed,  with  the  manifestoes,  and  the 
Court-Martial  have  condemned  the  man,  who  shot  the  other, 
to  be  hanged;  which  sentence  I  have  approved,  but  have 
respited  him  until  your  Excellency's  pleasure  in  the  matter 
is  known,  and  design  sending  him  back  in  one  of  the  trans- 
ports ;  enclosed  are  all  the  papers  relative  to  the  matter, 
with  his  confession  at  the  gallows,  before  respited.  The 
three  first  divisions  of  my  detachment  are  gone  forward  ; 
the  last  goes  to-morrow,  when  I  shall  join  Captain  Morgan 
as  soon  as  possible  ;  and  am,  with  much  respect,  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.  Ahnold. 


[So.  5.] 

Vassalboroiigli,  September  13,  1775. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I  proceeded  with 
Mr.  Berry  on  our  intended  journey  to  (^iicbeck,  as  follows  : 
Friday,  September  1st,  we  sat  out,  and  got,  on  Saturday  '2d, 
to  Howard^s,  at  Skowhfgin  Fulls,  twenty-four  miles  dis- 
tance; rainy  weather.  Sunday,  3d,  we  arrived  at  Norridge- 
tcock,  twelve  miles  distance  ;  rainy  weather.  Moiiday,  h\\, 
we  arrived  at  Carratuncas  Falls,  eighteen  miles  distance; 
swift  water  and  shoal.  Tuesday,  5lh,  we  reached  the  great 
carrying  place,  water  shoal  and  swift,  distance  eighteen 
miles,  li'ednisday,  6th,  we  got  to  the  third  pond,  in  the 
great  carrying  place,  distance  nine  miles.  Thursday,  7tli, 
we  arrived  at  an  Indian  camp,  thirty  miles  up  Vend  River  ; 
good  water.  Here  we  got  intelligence  of  an  Indian,  that  he 
was  stationed  there  by  Gov.  Carlcton,  as  a  spy,  to  watch  the 
motions  of  an  Army  or  spies  that  was  daily  expected  from 
New-England ;  that  there  were  spies  on  the  head  of  Chau- 
dierc  River;  and  down  the  river,  some  distance,  there  was 
stationed  a  regular  officer  and  six  privates.  He  jiositively 
declared  that,  if  we  proceeded  any  farther,  he  would  give 
information  of  his  suspicions  of  our  designs,  as  otherwise 
lie  should  betray  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  But,  notwith- 
standing his  threats,  we  thought  it  of  moment  to  get  all 
possible  intelligence,  and  went,  the  8th,  thirty  miles  up  the 
river  aforesaid;  but  finding  the  water  pretty  shoal,  and 
meeting  with  nothing  new,  we  returned  to  the  camp. 
Upon  our  first  arrival  at  the  camp,  our  Indian  pilot  thought 
it  dangerous  to  proceed  any  farther,  and  declined  going 
with  us.  In  the  time  of  our  absence  he  conferred  with 
an  Indian  squaw,  of  whom  we  got  intelligence  that  all  the 
young  Indians  from  that  quarter  had  gone  to  Johnson,  hut 
the  Indian  had  a  commission  from  Carleton;  that  at  Shet- 
tican,  the  uppermost  settlement  on  Chaudierc  River,  there 
was  a  great  number  o( Mohawks,  that  would  have  ilestroyed 
us  if  we  had  proceeded  ;  and  that  the  spy  hourly  expected 
the  arrival  of  lliree  canoes  of  Indians.  We  found  the 
carrying  places  pretty  passable  ;  the  water,  in  general,  shoal, 
on  account  of  the  late  dry  season.  The  trees  were  well 
mai-ked,  as  far  as  we  went,  and  the  way  is  ■^o  direct  as  may 
be  easily  found. 

Thus  far.  Sir,  agreeable  to  your  orders,  and   to   the  ut- 
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most  of  our  power,  have   we   proceeded   on   our  intended 
tour;  and  are,  with  esteem,  Sir,  your  humble  servants, 
Dennis  Getchell, 
Sami  EI,  Beury. 

Mr.  Reuben  Colburn  : 

Sir  :  The  above  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  draughted  for 
the  above  gentlemen,  and,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Getcheli, 
I  now  send  it  by  the  bearer;   and  am,  Sii',  yours,  &iC., 

1{i;minuton  Hobbv. 

Memorandum. — Reuben   Colburn,  by   whose   direction 
this  party  was  sent  out,  acted  under  the  orders  of  General 
IVashmgton,  in  order  to  see  what  were  the  obstacles  Col. 
Arnold  would  he  likely  to  meet  on  his  way  to  (:^ucberk. 
_  J.  Reed. 

[Xo.  G.j 

QlK'I.Ock,   Sr|.lellllKT  C,    1775. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that, 
by  General  Carleton^ s  orders,  I  have  taken  up  a  vessel  to 
transport  a  quantity  of  cattle,  shce|),  &c.,  as  a  present,  from 
the  Province  of  Qucbeck,  to  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers 
of  His  Majesty's  Forces  at  Boston:  bills  of  lading  for  which, 
together  with  the  charter-party,  1  have  enclosed  to  Major 
Shirreff.  1  still  continue  to  send,  by  order  of  General 
Carleton,  as  many  bullocks  and  sheep  as  the  deck  of  each 
transport  will  contain,  which  I  hope  meets  with  your  Ex- 
cellency's approbation.  I  could  wish  the  cattle  were 
better,  but  in  general  they  are  very  poor  and  small  in  this 
country.  General  Carleton  has  given  me  directions  to  con- 
tract for  some  forage,  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  to  load  the 
trans[)orts  he  expects  you  will  send  to  Quebeck  this  fall ; 
and  I  am  in  hopes  I  shall  be  able  to  procme  a  quantity  of 
oats  and  hay  time  enough  to  despatch  the  transports  you 
may  think  proper  to  send. 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  reminding  you  of  my 
situation,  my  length  of  service,  and  pretensions  as  an  offi- 
cer, I  took  the  libert}'  to  set  forth  in  a  memorial  I  transmit- 
ted to  your  Excellency  by  the  last  transport  that  sailed  ; 
and  I  shall  only  add  that,  when  a  proper  opportunity  offers, 
I  hope  }ou  will  take  the  prayer  of  it  into  consideration, 
and  grant  me  either  the  purchase  of  a  Company,  or  one  in 
a  new  corps,  whichever  your  Excellency  shall  think  most 
proper.  No  prospect  yet  of  the  Militia  being  embodied 
here,  nor  do  I  think  tliey  will.  General  Carleton,  I  am 
apt  to  think,  is  afraid  to  give  the  order,  lest  they  should 
refuse  to  obey;  and  I  believe  this  year  will  pass  over  with- 
out the  Canadians  doing  any  thing  in  favour  of  Govern- 
ment. This  day's  post  has  brought  an  account  that  the 
Rebels  have  taken  post  at  roint-au-Fer,  with  a  body  of 
troops;  if  so,  they  may  have  thoughts  of  advancing  into 
this  Province.  Two  small  vessels  of  ours  were  launched 
at  St.  John's  yesterday.  We  are  told  here  that  Mr.  Schuy- 
ler is  building  four  at  Ticondcroga.  In  short.  Sir,  you 
must  look  for  no  diversion  (in  favour  of  the  Army  im- 
mediately under  your  Excellency's  command)  this  year 
from  Canada,  the  language  here  being  only  to  defend  the 
Province;  and  it  is  generally  thought  here,  that  if  the 
Rebels  were  to  push  forward  a  body  of  four  or  five  thou- 
sand men,  the  Canadians  would  lay  down  their  arms  and 
not  fire  a  shot.  I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  thus  writing  so 
freely,  and  not  impute  it  to  presumption,  as  it  is  merely 
intended  to  let  your  Excellency  into  a  true  state  of  facts, 
as  from  many  other  quarters  vou  moy  have  interested  ac- 
counts. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect,  yom 
Excellency's  most  obedient  liundile  servant, 

Thomas  (jambi.e. 
To  His  Excellencv  General  (iasrc. 


Qufl.cek,  Scptciiiher  K,  1775. 

Dear  Siu  :  I  enclose  you  a  charter-party  for  a  vessel, 
taken  up  by  order  of  Major-General  Carleton,  to  transport 
some  live  stock,  purchased  by  a  contribution  in  this  Pro- 
vince, for  the  use  of  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  of  His 
Majesty's  Forces  at  jBos^o/;;  also,  bills  of  lading.  The  vessel 
belongs  to  Tom  Dunn,  your  old  friend,  though  chartered 
by  Mr.  6-';Y/n/;  and  I  am  to  beg  you  will  do  every  good 
office  ill  your  power  to  the  master,  either  by  employing  the 
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vessel,  should  he  return  lliis  fall  to  quchcch,  or  by  assisting 
him  to  gel  out  of  the  port  of  Boston  with  a  little  pitcli  and 
tar,  with  wine,  candles,  and  some  other  articles  that  are 
much  wanted  here.  The  freight  Mr.  Dunn  begs  you  will 
pay  at  Boston,  as  per  agreement  with  "Sh. Grant,  to  enable 
the  master  to  purchase  a  cargo  at  your  port,  as  it  was  the 
hopes  of  making  something,  by  the  profits  of  her  cargo 
back,  that  induced  Dunn  and  (J rant  to  let  me  have  her; 
and  it  makes  no  dilference  to  the  Crown  whether  it  is  paid 
at  Boston  or  by  me  here;  in  short,  Dunn  writes  to  you  on 
the  subject,  and  to  his  letter  1  refer  you. 

The  Rebels  have  taken  post  at  Point-au-Ftr,  and  an 
invasion  of  the  Province  is  expected.  Should  that  take 
])lace,  I  am  a|)t  to  think  the  Canadians  will  lay  down  their 
arms  and  not  fire  a  shot.  Their  minds  are  all  poisoned  by 
emissaries  from  ]^cw-Enu;land,  and  the  dannied  rascals  of 
merchants  here  and  at  Montnal.  General  Carlcton  is,  I 
believe,  afraid  to  order  out  the  Militia,  lost  they  should  re- 
fuse to  obey.  In  short,  the  (■^ucliirk  15ill  is  of  no  use;  on 
the  contrary,  the  Canadians  talk  of  that  damned  absurd 
word  liberty. 

Mr.  Dunn  desires  mc  to  mention  to  you  a  Captain  l^n- 
ture,  who  comes  out  with  a  shij)  from  London.  W  you  can 
be  of  any  use  to  him,  he  will  take  it  as  a  particular  favour ; 
he  would  be  fit  to  command  an  armed  vessel. 

In  one  of  my  former  letters  I  begged  you  would  remem- 
ber my  brother.  If  you  can  serve  him  in  the  commissary 
way,  I  shall  ever  acknowledge  it.  He  is  from  Albany.  Mr. 
Porter  knows  where  he  is,  at  Burlington,  Ncw-Jcrscij.  I 
am  sure  you  will  excuse  this  application.  It  will  be  hard  if 
you  and  my  friend  Chamier  cannot,  between  you,  do  some- 
thing for  him.  I  can  venture  to  promise  he  is  capable,  and 
he  has  promised  me  not  to  be  lazy. 

Remember  me  to  all  with  you,  and  lielieve  mo  yours, 
very  sincerely,  Thomas  Gamble. 

To  Major  Shirrc[f',  Deputy  Quartermaster-General. 


OHDERS  i;y  c;i:ni;kal  Washington. 

IIoaa-(juai-tcrs,  C^imbridge,  Octubor  ],  1T70. 

The  Colonels  antl  Commanding  Ofilccrs  of  Corps  are, 
upon  application  from  the  Quartermaster-General,  imme- 
diately to  employ,  under  his  direction,  all  the  Carpenters 
in  their  several  Regiments,  to  erect  Barracks  fur  the  Regi- 
ments and  Corps  they  respectively  belong  to. 

Lieutenant  Cummings,  of  Captain  Date's  Company,  in 
Colonel  Prcscotfs  Regiment,  tried  at  a  General  Court- 
IMartial,  whereof  Col.  i7«Vt7(focA:  was  President,  for  "mis- 
behaviour in  the  action  upon  Bunker's  Hill."  The  Court 
are  unanimously  of  opniion  the  prisoner  is  not  guilty  of  the 
charge,  and  the  complaint  appears  to  the  Court  to  be 
groundless  and  malicious.  The  General  approves  the  jiro- 
ccedings  of  the  Couit,  and  orders  Lieutenant  Cummings 
to  be  immediately  released  from  liis  arrest. 

IIuail-QiKirtors,  Cambrid^rc,  October  3,  1775. 
(I'lu-oli',  Mntitrn.)  (Conntfrsiffn,  jVor/>//A-._J 

Any  Odicer,  IS'on-Coumiissioned  Officer,  or  Soldier,  who 
shall  hereafter  he  detected  playing  at  loss  up,  pitch  and 
hustle,  or  any  other  games  of  chance,  in  or  near  the  camp 
and  villages  bordering  on  the  encampments,  shall,  without 
delay,  be  confined  and  punished  for  disobedience  of  orders. 

[The  General  does  not  moan,  by  the  above  order,  to  dis- 
courage sports  of  exercise  and  recreation  ;  he  oidy  means 
to  discountenance  and  punish  gaming.] 

Doctor  Isaac  Foster  to  take  the  direction  and  superin- 
tendency  of  the  General  Hospital  until  further  orders,  and 
is  to  be  obeyed  as  Director  during  that  time. 

Ensign  Proctor,  of  (Japtain  Fhtcliers  Company,  in  Col- 
onel Doolitllc's  Regiment,  tried  at  a  late  (iencriil  Court- 
Martial  f)r  "  absenting  himself  from  his  Regiment,  fiom 
the  9th  o(  August  to  the  27th  September  following."  The 
('ourt  find  the  prisoner  guilty  of  the  crime,  and  order  him 
to  be  mulcted  one  month's  pay  for  his  ofience. 

Jolin  Gallop,  of  Captain  li'illiatns's  Company,  in  Col- 
onel Patterson's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  Court-Mar- 
lial  for  "absenting  himself  from  his  Regiment  from  the 
2"ih  of  June  to  the  27th  September  following,  and  carrying 
oil"  and  disi.osing  of  a  Colony  gun.''     The  Court  find' the 


prisoner  guilty  of  the  crimes  wherewith  he  was  accused, 
and  sentence  him  to  be  whipped  on  the  bare  back  fifteen 
lashes,  and  order  the  value  of  the  gun  to  be  stopped  out 
of  his  pay. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  October  4,  1775. 

(Parole,  0>/.;i/.;  (Counu-r^lpi,  I'^tr.Ourg/t.J 

The  General  approves  the  sentence  of  the  General 
Court-Martial  inserted  in  yesterday's  order,  and  directs 
that  Ensign  Proctor  be  mulcted  one  month's  pay,  and  the 
prisoner,  John  Gallop,  of  Captain  Jf'illiams's  Company,  in 
Colonel  Patterson's  Regiment,  punished  with  fifteen  lashes 
on  the  bare  back,  at  the  time  and  place  the  Colonel  of  the 
Regiment  shall  think  proper,  and  the  value  of  the  gun 
stopped  out  of  the  prisoner's  pay. 


OENEUAL   WASHINGTON    TO    TllK     COMMITTEE    OF  THE    CITY 
OF   NEW-YOIiR. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  October  5,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  By  an  intelligent  person  from  Boston,  the 
.3d  instant,  I  am  informed  that  a  fleet,  consisting  of  one 
sixty-four,  one  twenty  gun  ship,  two  sloops  of  eighteen 
guns,  two  transports,  with  six  hundred  men,  were  to  sail 
from  Boston  on  yesterday;  their  destination  a  profound 
secret.  That  they  took  on  board  two  mortars  and  four 
howitzers,  with  other  artillery,  concluded  for  the  bombard- 
ment of  a  Town.  I  have  thought  proper  to  apprize  every 
considerable  Town  on  the  coast  of  this  armament,  that  they 
may  be  iij)on  their  guard.  Should  I  receive  any  lurther 
account  of  their  destination,  it  shall  be  forwarded. 

The  same  person  also  informs  that  an  express  sloop 
aiTived  four  days  before,  from  England,  at  Boston,  which 
she  Icfi  the  Sih  of  August.  General  Gage,  and  most  of 
the  ofilcers  who  were  at  Leiington,  are  recalled,  and  sail 
this  day  ;  General  Howe  succeeds  to  the  command.  Six 
ships  of  the  line  and  two  cutters,  under  S\t  Peter  Dennis, 
are  coming  out.  Five  Regiments  and  one  thousand  ma- 
rines may  be  expected  at  Boston  in  three  or  four  weeks. 
No  prospect  of  accommodation,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
every  appearance  of  the  war  being  pushed  with  the  utmost 
vigour. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servan 


To  Isaac  Low,  Esq.,  Ch; 


George  Washingto 
I,  Sec. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVEKNOUR  COOKE,  OF    RHODE- 
ISLAND. 

Cambridge,  October  5,  1775. 

Sir:  By  an  intelligent  person,  &:c.,  [as  in  the  prece- 
ding letter.] 

Your  several  favours  of  the  26th  and  29th  September 
were  didy  received.  The  care  of  the  men,  respecting 
whom  you  request  direction  in  yours  of  the  29th,  I  will 
consider  of,  as  there  are  some  regulations  in  the  Army  of 
which  I  choose  to  see  the  result  before  I  make  any  dispo- 
sition ;  you  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  have  them  employed 
in  this  interval  as  you  think  most  conducive  to  the  publick 
interest.  The  mode  of  continuing  the  .\rmy  is  now  luider 
the  consideration  of  the  General  Ofiicers,  in  order  to  report 
to  the  Congress,  with  which  1  shall  make  you  acquainted 
in  course.  In  the  mean  time,  shall  be  glad  of  your  senti- 
ments by  the  next  post. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  groat  regard  and  esteem,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  seivaiil,  ^^.^^^^.^^  Washington. 

ToGovernour  Cuoke,  Rhode-Island. 


-   TO   GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 


S.k:   B^ 


Cambridge,  October  5,  1775. 

......    liy  a  ixn-sou   from  Boston  the  day  before  yester- 

:Iay,  we  learn  that  a  small  fleet,  consisting  of  a  sixty-four 
gun  ship,  a  twenty  gun,  two  sloops  of  eighteen  guns,  two 
transports,  and  about  six  hundred  men,  sailed  yesterday. 
They  took  on  board  two  mortars,  four  howitzers,  and  other 
artillery,  from  which  we  suspect  they  intend  to  bombard 
some  Town  on  the  coast.  General  Gage  is  recalled. 
General  Howe  commands  in   his  place.      \Ve  iiave  some 
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late  accounts  from  England,  but  see  no  piospect  of  an  ac- 
commodation. General  Gage's  account  o(  limtkcr's  Hill 
is  returned,  and  corresponds  pretty  much  with  ours,  as  to 
killed  and  wounded.  You  will  please  to  forward  the  en- 
closed for  the  Commissary-General,  with  all  expedition  ; 
and  believe  me,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Governour  Trumbull,  Connecticut. 


COLONEL  JOSEPH  REED  TO  JOSEPH  TRUMBULL. 

Camp  nt  Cambridge,  October  5,  1775. 

Sir;  By  express  the  evening  before  last  the  General 
received  despatches  from  the  Congress,  wherein,  among 
other  things,  he  is  desired  to  lay  before  them  an  estimate 
of  the  expenses  of  the  Army  during  the  winter.  As  your 
department  includes  the  most  considerable  branch  of  ex- 
pense, he  requests  you  would,  with  all  expedition,  give 
liim  your  sentiments  on  this  subject,  for  his  government  in 
answering  this  despatch.  It  is  not  supposed  to  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  fix  the  number  of  men,  as  you  can  take 
any  given  number  upon  which  the  estimate  may  be  made, 
which  will  increase  or  diminish  according  to  the  number 
actually  employed. 

I  must  refer  you  to  the  Governour  for  what  little  news 
since  you  went  away.  Poor  Doctor  Church  is  certainly 
ruined. 

I  am,  in  haste,  and  expecting  your  eaiTiest  answer,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Reed. 
To  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Commissary-General. 


general     WASHINGTON    TO    THE     COUNCIL     OF    MASSACHU- 
SETTS-BAY. 

Head-Quarters,  October  C,  1773. 

Gentlemen:  On  the  29th  of  August  I  did  myself  the 
honour  of  addressing  you,  on  the  complaint  of  the  Quar- 
termaster, respecting  wood  for  the  Army.  The  recess  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  prevented  any  steps  being 
taken  upon  it.  I  must  now  beg  leave  to  recall  your  atten- 
tion to  my  letter  of  thai  date,  as  the  evil  is  increasing  and 
more  alarming  as  the  winter  approaches.  Little  or  no 
wood  is  brought  in,  and  it  is  apprehended  the  owners  keep 
it  back  to  impose  an  unreasonable  price. 

The  communication  at  JVinnisimit  Ferry,  which  was 
opened  for  the  relief  of  the  unhappy  sufferers  at  Boston, 
is  now  turned  into  a  convenience  for  the  enemy.  A  whole 
week  has  sometimes  elapsed  without  a  boat  being  permit- 
ted to  come  out,  and  there  have  been  many  irregularities 
there,  which  the  distance  and  my  other  engagements  have 
prevented  my  attending  to.  Before  I  gave  any  order  upon 
the  subject,  1  thought  proper  to  communicate  my  inten- 
tions to  you,  that  if  there  were  any  special  reasons  against 
the  proposed  alteration,  you  may  have  an  opportimity  of 
making  me  acquainted  with  them. 

By  an  estimate  laid  before  me  by  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  1  find  it  will  be  impracticable  to  provide  sufficient 
barracks  for  the  Troops  before  the  season  is  too  far  ad- 
vanced, without  appropriating  many  of  the  houses  in  and 
about  Cambridge  to  this  use.  Many  of  the  inhabitants 
who  had  deserted  them  are  now  returning,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Army.  1  feel  a  great  repugnance  to  exclude 
them  from  what  is  their  own  ;  but  necessity  in  tliis  case,  I 
fear,  will  supersede  all  other  considerations.  I  must  beg 
the  General  Court  to  act  upon  it. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  ,,  ,,. 

George  Washington. 

The  Hon.  James  Otis,  Esq.,  President,  kc.     To  be  com- 
municated to  the  Hon.  House  of  Representatives. 


general    w, 


iingto> 

mouth 


TO     THE     <  OM.MITTEE     OF     PORTS- 
NEW- HAM  PS  HI  RE. 

Cambridsic,  October  5,  177j. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
favour  of  the  2d  instant,  informing  me  that  the  Ship  Prince 
George,  Captain  Emmcs,  from  Bristol  to  Boston,  with 
flour  for  the  enemy,  by  a  mistake  of  the  Captain,  and  the 


spirited  conduct  of  some  of  the  inhabitants,  was  now  in 
30ur  possession. 

I  cannot  but  consider  this  as  a  most  providential  event ; 
the  state  of  this  Army  being  alone  defective  in  that  article. 
It  would  therefore  highly  conduce  to  the  publick  interest, 
and  to  our  relief,  to  forward  it  hither  as  soon  as  possible  ; 
which,  I  apprehend,  may  be  done  with  safety  and  ease  by 
water,  as  far  as  Sutem  or  AJurbkhead.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  will  communicate  the  matter  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, for  their  direction,  as  to  the  compensation  to  be 
made  the  captors,  and  the  determination  of  what  property 
arises  by  the  capture,  and  in  whom  vested. 

Whatever  expenses  may  accrue  in  complying  with  the 
above  request,  and  whatever  risk  may  be  run  by  the  car- 
riage by  water,  I  will  engage  ;  but,  as  I  do  not  learn  there 
are  any  of  the  enemy's  ships  on  the  coast,  I  hope  the  risk 
is  very  small. 

I  am,  &;c.,  George  AV'ashington. 

To  II.  JVentworth,  Esq.,  Chairman,  kc. 

P.  S.  One  Mr.  Fish,  from  Suhm,  who  left  Boston  the 
day  before  yesterday,  informs  that  a  sixty-four  gun  ship, 
a  twenty,  and  two  sloops,  with  two  transports  of  soldiers, 
having  taken  on  board  two  mortars,  howitzers,  &c.,  sailed 
on  yesterday.  As  the  design  is  probably  to  batter  some 
Town  on  the  coast,  I  thought  it  )iroper  to  give  you  tlie 
earliest  notice,  and  it  may  be  advisable  to  detain  the  flour 
a  few  days,  till  their  destination  can  be  known. 


PORTSMOUTH     (nE  W- H  AMPSH  IRe)     COMMITTEE   TO    COMMIT- 
TEE   OF   SAFETY. 

Commiltec-Hall,  October  7,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  On  the  2d  day  of  this  month,  the  Ship 
Prince  George,  of  which  Bichard  Emmes  is  master,  put 
into  this  harbour  from  Bristol,  bound  to  Boston,  loaded 
with  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-two  barrels  of 
flour.  Upon  notice  of  her  arrival.  Lieutenant  Thomas 
Pickering,  with  a  boat  and  hands,  by  order  of  Captain 
Titus  Salter,  went  on  board,  and  finding  the  said  provi- 
sions were  intended  for  the  use  of  Gage's  Army,  he  took 
her  into  possession,  and  brought  her  up  to  this  Town,  and 
unbent  the  sails,  and  applied  to  this  Committee,  on  the  3d 
day  of  this  month.  Messrs.  T.  Sherburne,  P.  Long,  and  G. 
ff'entworfh,  all  of  this  Committee,  were  appointed  to  unload 
her;  and  as  the  Town  is  in  great  want  of  flour,  they  were 
desired  to  make  sale  of  fifty  barrels  for  cash,  and  to  supply 
the  fort  therewith;  but  before  they  had  accom[>lished  it,  the 
vote  was  reconsidered,  and  ordered  that  no  part  of  the  cargo 
should  be  taken  out  till  the  advice  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  for  the  Province  was  taken  thereupon.  And  we 
wrote,  at  the  same  time,  to  General  (Vashington,  advising 
him  of  the  capture;  to  which  we  have  received  the  en- 
closed answer,  by  which  he  requests  the  whole  may  be  sent 
up  to  him,  as  the  Army  is  in  want  of  it,  and  he  will  be 
accountable  for  it.  We  also  represent  to  you,  that  this 
Town  is  destitute  of  flour;  that  not  a  barrel  is  to  be  bought, 
at  any  rate,  for  the  supply  of  the  forts  and  inhabitants;  and 
at  least  six  hundred  barrels  should  be  reserved  for  their 
use,  and  to  be  sold  for  the  cash  only.  Your  advice  is  re- 
quested by  us  in  respect  to  the  disposal  of  this  cargo,  and 
we  would  wish  it  as  speedily  as  possible,  for  our  govern- 
ment. You  will  perceive,  by  General  U'ashington's  letter, 
that  an  armament  is  fitting  out  at  Boston,  upon  some  expe- 
dition, and,  as  he  suspects,  to  bombard  some  Towns  on  the 
coast ;  we  are  not  without  great  suspicion  that  tlie  enemy 
have  an  intention  u|)on  this  Town.  With  the  advice  of 
Captain  Jforthcn,\\eba\'e  thought  pro))cr  to  order  Captain 
Robert  Parker  to  enlist  forty-four  men  immediately,  to  be 
stationed  at  the  fort  on  Scavy's  Island,  for  the  present  de- 
fence of  that  fort,  for  one  month ;  which  we  hope  will  meet 
with  your  approbation,  as  we  have  been  induced  thereto 
wholly  for  the  publick  safety.  ^Xe  have  appointed  John 
Penhallen,  John  JJ'endal,  and  George  King,  Esqs.,  to  w-ait 
upon  you,  and  to  confer  fully  with  you  on  such  matters  as 
may  regard  the  general  safety. 

I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee.  Gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

H.  Wentworth,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colon\ 

of  At  u'-llampsh in . 
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COL.    JOSEPH    REED    TO   THE     COMMITTEE   OF   PORTSMOUTH. 
C-;iin|>  at  Cambridge,  October  7,  1775. 

Sir:  Tlie  Geneinl,  fearing  lie  shall  give  you  and  the 
other  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  too  nuich  trouble,  has 
directed  me  to  inform  you  that  he  lias  despatched  Mr. 
Moylan,  Muster-Master  General  of  the  Army,  to  negotiate 
tiie  transportation  of  the  flour;  he  will  give  a  receipt  for 
it,  so  that  any  directions  of  the  Congress,  with  regard  to 
any  compensation  for  capture,  may  be  fully  complied  with, 
should  any  such  claim  be  made.  The  vessel,  i^c,  his 
Excellency  thinks,  should  remain  under  your  care,  till  the 
determination  of  Congress  is  had. 

You  will,  therefore,  Sir,  oblige  the  General,  and  promote 
the  service,  by  giving  Mr.  Moylan  all  the  assistance  you 
can.  He  has  directed  me  to  make  his  respectful  compli- 
ments to  yourself  and  the  oilier  gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

We  have  yet  no  further  intelligence  of  the  sailing  of  the 
fleet  mentioned  in  the  General's  letter  of  the  .5th.  If  there 
had  been  an  accoimt  at  Boston  of  the  capture  of  this 
vessel,  we  should  have  supposed  an  attack  upon  you  was 
meditated ;  but  by  a  deserter,  who  came  out  yesterday,  we 
learn  that  this  event  had  not  then  reached  JSo67o7i. 

I  am,  Sir,  by  order  of  his  Excellency,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  very  humble  servant,  ' 3^^^^^^  Reed. 
To/i.  fVentworth,  Es(i.,  Chairman,  &:c. 


COLONEL   JOSEPH    REED   TO   STEPHEN    MOYLAN. 

Camp  at  Caiiibridije,  October  7,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  As  the  management  of  the  flour  at  Forts- 
mouth  may  be  attended  with  some  difficulty,  unless  some 
person  goes  there  by  appointment  of  the  General,  I  have 
wrote  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Portsmouth, 
which  is  left  open  for  your  perusal.  If  you  think  that,  with- 
out any  inconvenience  to  the  other  matter,  you  can  go  to 
Portsmouth,  it  is  thought  best  you  should,  and  settle  the 
matter  on  the  best  terms  consistent  with  the  letter,  and 
direct  the  transportation  in  the  manner  most  proper  and 
safe.  If  you  meet  willi  any  diflicnlty,  you  will  inform  us 
as  soon  as  |)ossible. 

I  am,  in  haste,  yours,  &ic.,  Joseph  Reed. 

To  Stephen.  Moylan,  Esq.,  Salem  or  Marhkhcad. 

POIITSMOL'TH     (nEW-HAMPSHIKe)    COMMITTEE   TO    COMMIT- 
TEE   Of    SAFETY. 

Coniimttee.Hall,  October  9,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  In  addition  to  what  we  wrote  you  the  7th 
instant,  we  beg  leave  to  mention  the  expediency  of  having  a 
nimiber  of  men  at  the  batteries,  in  case  the  fleet  mentioned 
in  General  ]Vashington  s  letter  shotdd  be  destined  for  this 
port,  and  have  therefore  given  it  in  charge  to  the  Connnit- 
tee  a|)poinled  to  wait  on  you,  to  retjuest  that  a  number  of 
men,  properly  officered  and  equipped,  (we  think  two  hun- 
dred may  be  sufficient.)  may  forthwith  be  forwarded  fiom 
the  Towns  not  far  distant  from  this,  in  order  to  attend  at 
the  said  batteries,  till  the  destination  of  the  said  fleet  is 
known. 

1  am,  by  order  of  the  Commiitce  of  Safety,  Genllcmen, 
yoiu'  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  Wentwoutii,  Chairman. 


IA51PS11IRE 


1,1  Comiiiitt  col  .Si.l.ly  l„r  Ihi-  folonv  "f  Neu--irainpsliirp,  \ 
■  October  11,  1775.       i, 

Sir  :  The  Connnittee  of  Safety  for  the  Town  of  Ports- 
mouth have  represented  to  us  that  the  Ship  Frincc  George, 
(Captain  Richard  Emmcs  master,  from  Bristol,  bound  to 
Boston,  with  provisions  for  the  Army  there,  is  now  in  their 
port,  and  in  custody;  and  that  they  had  represented  the 
matter  to  yoiu-  Kxcellenc)  ,  and  that  you  had  desired  the 
whole  cargo  might  be  forwarded  to  ilu;  Aim)  iiiuler  your 
command. 

This  Colony  have  upwards  of  one  hundred  soldiers  sta- 
tioned at  the  batteries  erecting  in  our  port,  and  often  two 
lunidred  men  in  a  day,  from  tlu;  cciiintry,  woiking  on  the 
batteries,  and  there  is  not,  nor  has  there  been  lor  .-^onic 
weeks  past,  one  single  barrel  uf  flour  to  he  jiurchased  within 


this  Colony.  We  therefore,  thinking  it  necessary  for  the 
promotion  of  the  common  cause,  have  ordered  one  hun- 
dred barrels  of  the  flour  to  be  taken  for  the  use  of  the  said 
soldiers,  and  doubt  not  it  will  meet  with  your  Excellency's 
approbation;  and,  as  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  is  in  great 
want  of  bread,  if  the  ciicuinstances  of  the  Army  will  admit 
of  it,  we  should  be  exceeding  glad  that  about  five  hundreil 
barrels  of  the  flour  might' be  sold  to  the  inhabitants  of  said 
Portsmouth,  znd  the  money  deposited  in  the  hands  of  some 
faithful  person,  until  the  determination  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  relative  to  the  said  cargo,  may  be  known. 

We  should  also  propose  to  your  Excellency's  considera- 
tion, whether  the  transporting  the  flour  round  Cape  j4nn 
will  not  be  dangerous.  We  conceive  it  more  prudent  lo 
convey  it  in  small  vessels  to  Tpsuich,  (though  the  land 
carriage  from  there  is  farther  than  from  Marblthcad,)  than 
to  risk  it  round  the  ca|(e. 

Your  Excellency's  sentiments  on  this  matter  will  greatly 
oblige  your  most  obedient  servants. 

P.  S.  The  sailors  a|)pear  to  be  pleased  with  the  cap- 
ture, but  are  imeasy  about  their  wages  ;  and  wo  would  re- 
quest your  opinion  whether  or  not  they  should  be  paid  by 
the  sale  of  some  part  of  the  cargo. 


PORTSMOUTH     (nE  W-H  AM  PSH  IRe)     COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 
Committee-Hall,  October  11,  1775. 

Whereas  a  Letter  has  been  received  this  day,  from  Jo- 
seph Heed,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  his  Excellency  General 
IVashington,  setting  forth,  that  he  has  given  directions  to 
Mr.  Moylan,  Muster-]\Iaster  General,  to  receive  the  cargo 
of  Flour  on  board  the  Ship  Prince  George,  Richard  Emmcs 
master,  and  transport  the  same  to  Head-Quarters,  for  the 
use  of  the  Army;  and  whereas  this  Committee  have  a|)- 
plied  to  the  Provincial  Committee  of  Safety,  who  have 
representetl  to  his  Excellency  the  necessity  of  preserving 
a  part  of  the  said  cargo  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Colony,  in  their  present  necessitous  state,  an  answer 
to  which  is  not  yet  received  : 

Therefore,  Voted,  That  there  be  forthwith  delivered  to 
the  said  Mr.  Moylan,  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-two  bar- 
rels of  Floui-,  part  of  the  aforesaid  cargo;  and  that  Messrs. 
George  King,  Joshua  JVcntworth,  Samuel  Sherburne, 
Pearsc  Long,  and  George  H'entivorth,  be  a  Committee  to 
assist  the  said  Moylan  in  shipping  the  same. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety: 

H.  Wentworth,  Chairman. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

Supply  Clap,  Secretary. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE   OF  SAFETY  TO   GEOItfJE    KlNi;. 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  October  11,  1775. 

Sir:  You  are  desired  to  take  charge  of  the  cargo  of  the 
Ship  P 


George,  Richard  Emmcs,  late  master,  now 
lying  in  Piscataijua  harbour,  and  ileliver  to  Samuel  Cutis, 
Esq.,  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  at  such  times  and  quan- 
tities as  he  may  need  it,  to  supply  the  soldiers  at  the  bat- 
teries in  said  harbour. 
To  Geo7ge  King,  Esquire. 


STEPHEN  MOVLAN  TO  CENERAL  WASIIINOTON. 

rortsmoiith,  October  K),  1775. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  the  Ilih  instant,  and  delivered 
Colonel  Reed's  letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ; 
in  consequence  of  which,  he  called  a  meeting  of  the  mem- 
bers. The  result  was,  that  they  would  deliver  to  my  care 
twelve  hundred  barrels  of  the  flour,  and  let  me  know  what 
would  be  done  will)  the  rest  of  the  cargo,  when  they  re- 
ceived an  answer  to  a  letter  they  had  wrote  to  your  Excel- 
lency, ill  which  (they  inform  me)  they  express  the  great 
w;mt  of  that  article  in  this  Province.  As  even  half  a  loaf 
would  be  belter  than  no  bread,  I  lold  them  I  would  take 
immediate  charge  thereof,  and  yesterday  I  engaged  two 
sloops,  to  begin  the  transportation  ;  one  of  them  will  take 
in  this  day. 

I  liavi!  engaged,  in  behalf  of  the  Continent,  to  ensure 
(a^aiint  the  enemy  only)  the  vessels — the  Committee  will 
apprai-e   them — they  are  to  receive  one  shilling,  lawful 
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money,  per  barrel ;  wliicli,  at  this  season  of  tlie  year,  is 
not  extravagant.  I  find,  by  having  bad  a  few  barrels 
weighed,  they  fall  short  three,  fonr,  and  five  pounds  of  the 
weight  marked  on  them  ;  and,  as  it  will  probably  become 
a  Continental  charge,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  have  them 
all  weighed,  that  the  publick,  or  the  Commissary  into 
whose  hands  they  fall,  may  not  pay  for  more  (lour  than 
they  really  have. 

As  there  are  people  in  this  Town  inimical  to  the  cause, 
1  think  best  (in  part)  to  keep  it  secret  where  this  (lour  is 
to  be  landed.  Tlie  engagements  I  have  made  are,  that 
they  must  proceed  lo  Ncivbury,  Ipswich,  Cape  Ann,  Snhm, 
or  Mnrblehcad,  according  to  the  orders  I  shall  give  them 
when  going  lo  sea.  A  copy  of  these  orders  I  have  the  hoa- 
uLU'  of  enclosing  to  you. 

I  have  appointed  Trist.  Dalton,  Es(|uire,  of  At  ic/yifry, 
agent  for  the  armed  schooners,  and  any  jirizes  tliey  may 
curry  into  that  port;  and  Colonel  Joshua  ll'enlwonh,  for 
this  Province.  They  are  to  obey  all  orders  they  will  re- 
ceive from  Head-Quarters. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  hundile 

and  obedient  servant,  „  ,, 

Steimikn  Moylan. 

P.  S.  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  two 
hundred  and  forty  dollars  to  be  sent  me  by  the  bearer,  that 
I  may  pay  the  freight  and  other  charges  attending  this 
business. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO   THE   CAPTAINS. 

You  are  to  proceed,  with  the  first  fair  wind,  lo  the  port 

of  ,S(ilc?n,  and  deliver  your  cargo,  consisting  of 

barrels  of  tlour,  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Ilask. 

Darby,  at  his  wharf,  who  will  give  you  a  receipt  (or  the 
same.  You  are  by  no  means  to  go  farther  out  to  sea  tliim 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  your  vessel 
and  cargo.  Hug  the  shore  all  the  vo\age  as  much  as  pos- 
sible ;  avoid  every  vessel  you  see,  and  make  all  the  despatch 
you  possibly  can. 

By  complying  with  these  instructions,  you  will  render 
the  risk  of  the  enemy  trifling  ;  you  will   merit  the  confi- 
dence of  your  Country,  and  you  will  be  entitled  to  receive 
one  shilling,  lawful  money,  per  barrel,  for  your  freight. 
Stephen  jMoylan. 

1,  Stephen  Moylan,  Commissary-General  of  Musters  to 
the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  being  empowered  by  his 
Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  Commander-in- 
Chief,  to  negotiate  the  trans|)ortation  of  a  cargo  of  Hour 
from  this   port  to  any  other  port  or  ports  on  this  coast ; 

and  whereas  Captain ,  of  the  Sloop , 

has  engaged  to  proceed  to  the  port  of  Sale m,  with  a  load 
of  said  flour,  on  the  following  conditions:  that  he  is  to 
leceive  one  shilling,  lawful  money,  for  every  barrel  of  flour 
he  delivers  to  the  care  of  ]\Ir.  Ilask.  Darby,  of  said  port  ; 
that  his  vessel  is  to  be  ensiu'ed  against  the  danger  of  being 
taken  by  the  enemy,  in  the  prosecution  of  this  voyage. 

By  virtue  of  the  power  aforesaid,  I  do  hereby  ensure 
said  vessel,  in  the  sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds,  lawful 
money,  against  the  said  risk. 

Witness  my  hand  :  Stepiu.n'  INIovlan. 

IV.rSsiiioutli,  October  13,  177j. 


Your  letter  to  Colonel  Bartlctt  will  be  forwarded  to-mor- 
row by  the  post. 

I  am  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
Timothy  Walker,  Jin. 
To  Jl'illiam  Whipple,  Esep,  Cliairman  of  the  Committee 

of  Safety  for  New-IIumpshirc. 


general    WASHINGTON   TO  THE    COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY    OF 
NEW-HAMl'SHIUE. 

CVmi,  at  Ceiiiiliridtre,  Octobrr  15,  1775. 

CiE.NTi.EMEN  :  I  was  ycsterday  favoured  with  yours  of 
the  II th  instant,  wherein  the  necessities  of  the  Town  of 
Portsmouth  and  the  garrison  there,  for  some  part  of  the 
late  capture  of  flom-,  are  represented.  Had  I  known  their 
situation,  1  should  have  made  the  application  unnecessary, 
by  dn-ecting  Mr.  Moylan  on  the  subject.  They  have  my 
chcerfid  consent  to  take  what  is  necessary,  but  perhaps 
somewhat  less  than  six  hundred  barrels  may  answer  the 
present  exigence.  As  our  mutual  wants  are  now  known 
to  each  other,  1  shall  leave  it  to  you  to  reserve  what  quan- 
tity you  think  indispensably  necessary. 

1  do  not  see  any  improjiriety  in  paying  the  seamen  their 
wages  out  of  the  sales  of  some  part  of  the  cargo,  and  make 
no  doubt  it  will  be  approved  in  the  settlement  of  this  affair. 

With  respect  to  the  transportation  of  it  to  Marblchead 
or  Suleni  by  water,  I  ap|)rehend  it  must  depend  upon  cir- 
CLunstances,  such  as  the  enemy  being  upon  the  coast,  Sic, 
of  all  which  Mr.  Moylan  was  directed  to  inform  himself, 
and  then  act  as  should  be  best.  The  expense  of  land  car- 
riage would  be  very  considerable,  and  I  wish  to  use  all 
]30ssible  economy,  so  as  to  be  consistent  with  our  safety. 
You  will  please  to  favour  Mr.  Moylan  vith  your  opinion 
on  the  subject,  to  which  he  will  pay  a  suitable  regard. 

1  am,  with  much  respect  and  esteem.  Gentlemen,  your 
most  ohedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

GeOKCE    \VASinNfjT0N. 

The  Hon.  William  Whipple,  Est].,  Chairman,  f^ic. 


COLONEI.  JOSEPH    REED  TO    STEPHEN    ■■lOYI.AN. 

C;uiibriJgc,  Octuber  15,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  13tlj  instant  came  safely 
to  hand.  The  General  is  pleased  with  your  proceedings, 
and  has  given  his  consent  that  the  Comnjittee  should  retain 
what  flour  is  absolutely  necessary. 

We  are  very  anxious  to  bear  of  the  armed  vessels  being 
ready  for  sea.  Every  day,  nay,  every  hour,  is  precious. 
It  is  now  fourteen  days  since  they  were  set  on  loot;  sure 
they  cannot  be  much  longer  in  jireparing.  You  will  write 
if  any  thing  material  occurs. 

1  am,  dear  Sir,  your  very  obedient  bumble  sei\ant, 
Joseph  Reed. 
To  Stephen  Moylan,  Esq.,  Portsmouth. 

P.  S.  The  Committee  seem  to  think  the  transportation 
by  Ca]}e  Ann  dangerous.  Pray  do  not  run  any  unneces- 
sary risks.  If  there  are  no  enemy's  cruisers,  there  can  be 
no  danger.  At  all  events,  consult  with  the  Provincial 
Committee,  and  if  you  do  not  follow  their  advice  in  send- 
ing it  by  Ipswich,  give  them  your  reasons  for  not  doing  so. 
This  is  a  proper  mark  of  respect,  after  what  tliey  have 
said.  Yours,  i\:c. 

Two  liuiulrcd  and  forly  dollars  sent  by  the  bearer  of  this. 


TIMOTllV   WALKER,   JLN.,  TO  WILLIA.M    WMIPPLi;. 

McJioni,  October  !5,  1775. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  I'-ith  instant,  by  Mr.  Perkins,  came 
safe  to  hand.  I  v.aited  upon  General  H'ashington  yester- 
day morning,  but  found  he  bad  set  out  early  for  Rorbury, 
and  was  not  expected  back  till  three  o'clock,  P.  JM.,  at 
which  time  I  calletl  again,  and  found  him  at  home.  The 
General,  after  reading  your  letter,  told  me  1  must  call  next 
morning  for  an  answer.  I  called  accordingly,  and  leceived 
the  enclosed.  The  General  directed  me  to  call  on  the 
Commissary-General  for  some  cash  to  pay  the  freight  of 
some  flour,  which,  it  seems,  is  coming  this  way.  I  called 
at  the  Commissary's  office,  but  was  informed  that  the 
money  was  not  to  be  had  at  present,  but  that  they  would 
Ibrward  it  as  soon  as  it  would  arrive  from  Philadelphia. 


ADDRESS   OF  THE   TOWN   OF   SHREWiBLRT. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses,  of  the 
Town  of  Shrewsbury,  in  Common  Council  assembled,  pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty  by  the  Mayor,  William  Oinn,  Esr|., 
a  Lieutenant  in  His  Majesty's  Navy. 

To  the  Kitig's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
31ost  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

Wo,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sniijects,  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the  Town  of  Shrcics- 
bury,  in  Common  Coimcil  assembled,  actuated  by  the 
warmest  zeal  for  your  royal  person,  and  the  firmest  at- 
tachment to  our  most  excellent  Constitution,  humbly  pre- 
sume to  approach  the  throne,  and  to  offer  up  our  tribute  of 
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gratiuide  for  the  many  blessin;,'s  we  have  enjoyed  under 
your  Majesty's  niiki  arid  irn|)arlial  Government. 

Firmly  persuaded  thai  it  has  been  tije  >;reat  oliject  of 
your  .Majesty's  reij^'n  to  ciierisii  and  preserve  true  liberty 
in  everv  part  of  your  Dominions,  it  is  with  the  deepest 
concern"  that  we  behold  our  fellow-subjects  in  America  luir- 
ricd  into  an  unnatural  rebellion  aj^aiiist  their  Sovereiijn,  not 
only  rejecting  every  reasonable  overture  of  acconimodalion, 
but  imperiously  dictating  to  the  Parent  State,  which,  at  the 
expense  of  its  blood  and  treasure,  hath  raised,  nuurished, 
and  protected  them. 

With  equal  grief,  bm  not  without  indignation,  we  look 
upon  a  discontented  faction  at  home,  [iromoting  and  en- 
couraging these  uidiajiijy  disturbances.  In  this  situation, 
we  rely  upon  the  wisdom  of  your  Majesty  and  the  Great 
Council  of  the  Nation,  under  the  direction  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, to  adopt  such  measures  as  shall  be  most  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  the  honour  of  Parliament, 
and  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  whole  British  Empire. 
And  we  think  it  an  indispensable  duty  we  owe  to  your 
IMajesty,  to  the  State,  to  ourselves,  and  to  posterity,  to 
express  these  our  sentiments  of  loyalty  and  aUection,  and 
to  make  a  tender  of  our  most  faithful  services  to  support, 
by  every  means  in  our  power,  the  du(;  authority  of  the 
Legislature,  and  to  enforce  that  good  order  and  obedience 
to  the  laws  so  essential  to  Government,  and  so  conducive 
to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  people. 

Given  under  the  common  seal,  in  the  Guildhall,  at 
Shrcivshury,  this  sixth  day  of  October,  1775. 

William  Owen,  JShtyor. 
John  Ashbv,  Town  Clerk. 


NEW-YORK   COALMITTEE. 

Friday,  Ctobrr  C.  17T5. 

The  Committee  met.  Present:  John  Broome,  Cha\r- 
man  pro  tern. 

Mr.  Dcsbrosscs,  i\Ir.  T.^ll,  Mr.  Sanrls. 

Mr.  Totteii,  'Sir.  L.tshcr,  <;.  W.  Lu.llow, 

(ial.riL-lII.  Ludlow,  Mr.  liiiii.kerhoir,  John  li.Triaii. 

RoUrt  l{,iy,  I\lr.  Al.iL.I,  I'.  Ii:,--.:1!, 

Mr.  Hycr,  J.  lin.uHir,  Mr.  I!, ill, 

Mr.  Clopi.cr,  Mr.  I'mtard,  J.,  llmli,,-, 

Mr.  lirowcr,  Mr.  T.M.iplrtoii,  .Air.  l).„iiis, 

Abraliain  1'.  Lott,  J.  B.  Moore,  .Mr.  .luhiison, 

Cornelius  P.  Low,  Mr.  Roo.^ovolt,  Mr.  (ioflot, 

Mr.  Irnlay.  Mr.  IIoHnKin,  ."Mr.  Kflll.tas, 

Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  :\Iulli-an,  .Mr.  .\..rwn,«), 

Mr.  Blecckcr,  Mr.  Kal,l^,l^■,  .Air.  Wirkhaiu, 

G.  Diiyckinck,  Mr.  i!r.  aslid,  I\Ir.  W,„„|uard. 

Mr.  Dunsconib,  Mr.  Dr  I'cyil'T. 

Petition  oC  Samuel  Hard  and  lliirl\-ninc  other?,  receiv- 
ed and  read,  praying  the  removal  of  John  T(nilor  and 
James  Light  from  their  resp(>ctive  ollices. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  Ijc  laid  over  until  the  next 
meeting  ;  and  that  the  parties  be  both  summnnod  to  attend. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  nuniinalrd  a-  Ficld-Olli- 
ccrs,  viz : 

Colonels:  Henry  Rtmxen,  Ihivid  rhnkso),,  JlilUam 
Walton. 

Lieut.  Colonels  :.^s.  B>dl,Jamr^  Ihrlimm.  ./.  Brooim. 

Adjutants:  Stephen  Ropalje,  I'l/cr  P.  I'an  Zinull. 
John  fl'hitc. 

Majors:  Abraham  IVallon,  Anlhauij  LixpeiiarJ.  An- 
thony L.  Hlccchcr. 

Second  Majors:  Thomas  II.  Moore,  (.'ami  Abul, 
ISlorgan  Lewis, 

Quartermasters  :  Abraham  /ir!nrkerho[l',  Mcholas  Qua- 
l-enbos,  Andrew  Breasted. 


NEW-YORK   CONGRESS  TO  CONTINENTAL  CONfiltESS. 
[Read  October  fl,  \"i>. 
\n  Provincial  Congress,  New. York,  Oi'toher  G,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  packet  we  this  hour  received 
from  Major-General  Schuyler.  We  have  also  enclosed  a 
copy  of  the  General's  letter  to  this  Congress,  In  conse- 
(jueuce  thereof,  we  have  ordered  up,  under  the  care  of  iMr. 
flatkins,  one  of  our  members  from  Charlotte  County, 
fourteen  imndred  weight  of  powder,  in  a  convenient  boat, 
rowed  with  oars.  This  quantity,  except  two  hundred 
weight,  belongs  to  the  dillerent  Counties  of  the  Colonv, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  delivered   some   weeks  ago:  biit 


finding  it  yet  in  the  magazines,  we  have,  in  this  necessity, 
taken  it.  It  is  the  whole  that  can  be  obtained  in  the  Co- 
lony. We  have  wrote  to  the  Conmiittee  of  Albany  for 
their  aid  in  forwarding  this  necessary  article  with  all  de- 
spatch. \Ve  have  communicated  this  intelligence  to  Gov- 
ernour  Trumbull. 

From  the  importance  of  General  Schuyler's  requisition, 
and  the  situation  of  the  Army  to  the  northward,  you  will 
judge  of  the  necessity  of  completing  the  General's  request. 

Pray  devise  some  ways  and  means  to  replace  our  pow- 
der with  all  expedition,  as  we  may  be  distressed,  and  shovdd 
not  remain  in  this  defenceless  state,  if  it  can  be  avoided. 

(Jentlemen.  yom'  most  obedient  humble  servant. 
By  order  : 

Nathl.  Woodhull,  V resident  pro  tern. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Continental  Congress. 


NEW-YORK   CONGRESS  TO  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  October  6,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Captain  Robert  Wallace,  in  the  Brig 
]\lary,  sailed  from  Baltimore,  in  Maryland,  on  the  I'lth  of 
September  last ;  cleared  out  the  9tli,  and  was  loaded  be- 
fore the  lOth,  and  passed  the  Capes  on  the  2:3d.  She  is 
bound  for  Falmouth  for  orders,  and  put  in  here  by  distress, 
and  wants  repairs.  Her  cargo  consists  of  wheat,  Hour,  and 
sixty  casks  of  flaxseed.  She  was  brought  to  by  the  Asia 
ship-of-war,  in  our  harbour,  who  has  |iressed  six  of  her 
men,  but  has  promised  to  return  them,  or  siq>ply  her  with 
others  in  their  stead. 

The  Captain  of  this  brig  has  applied  to  us  for  leave  to 
come  into  this  harbour,  to  unload  and  refit ;  and  when  she 
is  repaired,  that  she  may  be  allowed  to  prosecute  her  in- 
tended voyage.  From  principles  of  humanity,  we  consent- 
ed to  his  coming  uj)  to  unload  and  repair,  but  shall  give 
no  further  orders  until  we  are  favoured  with  your  senti- 
ments on  the  subject,  as  it  may  possibly  be  construed  a 
breach  of  the  regulations  of  the  last  Congress,  relative  to 
expoitation. 

We  are,  respectfiilly,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servants.     By  order : 

Nathl.  AN'oodhlll,  P  resident  pro  tan. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Coniinental  Conu'ress. 


CENERAL    MONTGOMERY  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Camp  near  St.  John's,  October  (J.  177r.. 

Sir  :  The  command  of  the  Troops  employed  on  this 
service  having  devolved  on  me,  by  the  indisposition  of 
General  Schuyler,  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that 
at  the  lequest,  and  by  the  recommendation  of  Col.  Watcr- 
biiry,  1  have  ventured  to  make  the  enclosed  appointments 
in  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Connecticut  Troops,  till  the  plea- 
sure of  }  oiu'  Legislature  be  known. 

1  am.  Sii',  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
Richard  Montgomkry, 
Brigadier-General  Continental  Army. 


-AMUEL    JIOTT   TO  GOVERNOUR  TRIMBULL. 

Camp  before  St.  Jolin's,  October  P,  177j. 
Sir:  Ever  since  the  17tli  of  last  month  we  have  laid 
siege  to  this  place  ;  it  is  a  very  diliicult  place  to  come  at. 
as  it  is  almost  surrounded  with  sunken  swamps  and  marsln- 
ground  ;  many  small  occurrences  have  happened  during 
the  siege,  which  I  cannot  recapitulate.  The  enemy,  it  is 
thought,  have  fired  six  hundred  bomb-shells,  besides  num- 
bers of  cannon-shot,  and  showers  of  grape-shot:  but  we 
havt'  lost  but  about  a  dozen  men  by  them  all.  They  played 
very  severely  on  us  when  we  were  erecting  our  batteries. 
I  was  for  three  days  successively  w  here  the  shot  and  shells 
came,  and  the  grape-shot  rattled  around  me  like  hail ;  but 
a  good  God  has  jircserved  me.  1  had  several  times  the 
dirt  spattered  all  over  me  by  the  shells  and  shot,  but  none 
have  hitherto  hit  me.  The  extreme  rainy  season,  and  our 
ver_\-  wet  and  muddy  camp,  make  it  much  unhealthy. 
Some  days  ago  I  was  ordered  to  go  round  and  reconnoitre 
on  the  northwest  part  of  the  fort,  where  we  are  going  to 
erect  a  gini  battery,  in  order  to  make  a  breach  and  storm 
the  place,  if  it  can  be  conquered  no  other  way,  (which   I 
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look  upon  llie  attempt  dangerous,  and  the  event  dubious.) 
In  going  to  leconnoitie  1  crawled  up  within  musket-shot  ot 
the  enemy's  batteries,  and  observed  their  movements ;  in 
doing  of  which  I  was  obliged  more  than  once  lo  be  knee- 
deep  in  water;  and  it  being  rain}',  I  was  wet  from  head  to 
foot,  from  early  in  the  morning  till  ten  o'clock  at  night,  by 
which  I  got  a  great  cold,  and  have  not  been  well  since. 
1  have  been  laid  up  for  several  days  from  business,  only 
that  I  keep  about,  but  find  it  too  hard  for  my  constitu- 
tion. 

Colonel  Allen  lias  been  very  serviceable  in  biinging  in 
the  Canadians  and  Indians;  but  being  encouraged  by  some 
others,  he  has,  rather  contrary  lo  his  own  judgment,  ciossod 
the  river,  about  live  miles  below  Montreal,  with  only  about 
thirty  New-England  men  and  seventy  Canadian  friends, 
one  hundred  in  the  whole  ;  and  intended  to  augment  his 
number  of  Canadians,  and,  if  possible,  get  possession  of 
Montreal;  but  he  was  the  next  morning  met  by  St.  iMkc 
La  Come,  with  about  four  hundred  Regulars  and  French 
Tories.  They  overpowered  Allen,  and  he  is  either  killed  or 
taken,  with  about  twenty  of  his  men,  (which  was  a  severe 
stroki;  to  us ;)  he,  however,  made  some  havock  ;  he  stood 
his  ground  firing  till  they  surrounded  him,  ahhough  his  men 
ibrsook  him.  The  Town-Major  of  Montreal,  with  some 
other  of  the  most  [lotent  Tories,  were  killed  in  the  en- 
gagement. 

On  the  3d  instant  there  was  a  severe  engagement  be- 
tween the  French  Whigs  on  one  side,  and  tlie  French 
Tories  and  Regulars  on  the  other  side,  at  Chainbh/,  about 
thirteen  miles  from  this  place.  The  Tory  parly  had  the 
advantage,  as  they  fired  about  fifty  cannon-shot  on  our 
Whigs,  when  they  had  only  small  arms  to  defend  w'itli. 
They  lost  several  men  on  each  side.  The  Whigs  main- 
tained their  ground.  In  short,  it  is  a  melancholy  prospect 
to  see  that  all  Canada  is  in  one  continued  scene  of  war  and 
bloodshed.  If  we  don't  carry  our  point,  we  have  brought 
C<inada  into  the  most  deplorable  situation  possible  lo  con- 
ceive, as  those  people  who  have  taken  arms  in  our  favour, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  will  be  left  to  cruelty  with- 
out mercy,  and  any  of  our  Army  will  hardly  escape  with 
safety.  It  is  amazing  to  me  that  I  he  Colonies  should  have 
so  little  sense  of  the  importance  of  this  expedition,  as  not 
to  give  us  a  good  large  Army,  well  furnished,  in  due  season, 
which  indeed  would  have  nearly  settled  the  controversy  ; 
but  we  have  never  yet  been  two  thousand  strong,  exclu- 
sive of  our  friends  of  Canada,  although  we  assume  to  our- 
selves all  the  airs  of  a  potent  Army. 

On  the  4lh  instant  the  enemy  hauled  ofl"  an  armed  ves- 
sel to  the  east  side,  when,  with  her  and  a  large  schooner, 
and  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  they  began  a  heavy  cannon- 
ading and  bombarding  on  our  camp  and  battery,  but  prin- 
cipally aimed  at  a  party  of  about  two  hundred  or  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  of  our  Canadian  friends,  who  are  intrenching 
themselves  on  the  east  side  ;  on  which  our  gondolas  and 
batteries  returned  the  fire,  and  the  Canadians  poured  in  a 
fire  of  musketry  on  the  enemy,  and  a  party  from  our  camp, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Bedel,  likewise  came  up  and  fired 
upon  them,  which  made  the  enemy  retire  to  their  den. 
The  firing  of  cannon  and  musketry  was  warm  for  about 
half  an  hour.  Our  Canadian  friends  maintained  their 
ground,  and  killed  some  of  the  enemy,  with  the  loss  of 
only  one  man,  slightly  wounded  with  a  grape-shot. 

I  have  been  present  with  the  General  at  a  Congress  and 
treaty  with  the  Indians,  where  the  heads  of  all  the  seven 
Nations  of  Canada  were  present ;  and  matters  were  con- 
ducted with  great  solemnity,  and  to  the  mutual  satisfaction 
of  all. 

YesterHay , St. Lul-cLaCornc,  (that  arch  devil  incaniate,) 
who  has  butchered  hundreds,  men,  women,  and  children, 
of  our  Colonies,  in  the  late  war,  in  the  most  inhuman  man- 
ner ;  who  has  ever  been  a  head  and  leader  of  the  Cana- 
dians, and  all  the  Indians,  now  finding,  that  notwithstand- 
ing all  his  wiles  and  falsehoods,  the  Indians,  and  more  than 
half  the  Canadians,  are  become  friendly  to  us,  he  has  now 
sent  a  message  to  us,  desiring  a  conference  with  us.  The 
General  has  agreed  to  a  conference,  to  be  held  at  La  Prai- 
rie to-morrow  ;  Major  Broxm  and  the  Aid-de-Camp  on 
our  side,  and  that  wretch,  Si.  Luke,  with  the  principal 
leaders  of  the  Tory  faction  of  Montreal,  on  the  other  side. 
It  is  a  very  delicate  embassy,  and  the  consequences  will 
better  manifest   the  event  than   it  can   be   guessed.     The 


Indians  of  all  tlic  tribes,  and  the  Canadians  who  join  us, 
have  all  learned  English  enough  to  say  Liberty  and  Bos- 
tonian,  and  all  call  themselves  Yankees.  The  Indians 
boast  much  of  it,  and  will  smite  on  their  breasts,  saying, 
"  me  Yankee." 

It  is  very  grievous  to  me  that  General  Schuyler  is  not 
here  ;  I  had  a  very  good  understanding  with  him,  and  a 
good  agreement  in  all  the  modes  of  prosecuting  the  expe- 
dition ;  but  to  my  sorrow  and  the  embarrassment  of  the 
service,  there  is  not  that  good  understanding  as  1  could  wish 
now.  General  Montgomen/s  chief  confidant  is  one  Col. 
Campbell,  a  Scotchman,  who  has  been  an  officer  in  the 
Regulars,  and  is  now  Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  and 
is  very  profane.  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  inform  your 
Honour,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  word  heard  from  head- 
quarters,  without  some  oaths  and  curses  on  every  occasion  ; 
but  I  value  myself  on  the  righteousness  of  the  cause,  and 
hope  in  God  for  success.  I  liave  no  great  opinion  of 
JSlontgomery's  generalship,  although  I  believe  him  to  be  a 
man  of  courage  ;  that  is  but  a  small  (though  essential) 
qualification  of  a  General. 

For  all  the  pretensions  of  New-York,  there  has  not  been 
one  head  Colonel  of  a  Regiment  seen  in  the  Army  this 
year;  and  out  of  their  three  thousand  five  hundred  men, 
we  have  never  had  more  than  six  hundred  down  here  until 
within  these  four  days,  there  have  come  down  between  two 
and  three  hundred  more.  1  recollect  nothing  more  mate- 
rial. The  firing  goes  on  now  pretty  briskly.  The  enemy 
are  very  strongly  fortified.  The  event  of  each  day  can 
only  be  told  or  even  guessed  at  the  close  of  it. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  all  deference  and  respect,  your  Honour's 
most  obedient  huinhle  servant,  Sahl'el  Mott. 

To  the  Hon.  Governour  Truinlndl. 


OOVERNOUK   COOKi:   TO   CONTINKNTAL    CONOIIF.SS. 
[R«ul  Octohor  11,  1775.] 

Providence,  October  G,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  favour  of  the  ;30th  ultimo  came  to  band  last 
evening.  Tlie  forming  an  Army  to  be  kept  in  constant  ser- 
vice, is  a  measure  so  absolutely  necessary,  that  without  it 
we  are  an  undone  people.  The  season  is  now  so  far  ad- 
vanced, that  it  appears  to  me  impracticable  to  raise  one 
any  other  way  than  out  of  the  Trooiis  posted  round  Bos- 
ton. I  shall  punctually  attend  upon  this  important  service, 
at  Cambridge,  at  the  time  ap|)ointed  ;  and  you  may  be  as- 
sured of  my  doing  every  thing  in  my  power  to  bring  it  to 
a  happy  issue. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  respect, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Nicholas  Cooke. 
To  the  lion.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Presitlent  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  Fhiladelphia. 

P.  S.  Some  transports  from  Boston  have  lately  arrived 
at  Ncujwrt,  where  tliey  obtained  a  small  quantity  of  stock 
of  two  persons  who  have  always  been  deemed  inimical  to 
the  Country.  Such  measures  have  been  taken  as  efiec- 
tually  to  prevent  their  obtaining  any  more  in  the  Colony. 

piiovinr.NCE  (uhodk-island)  committee. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the 
several  Towns  in  the  County  of  Frovidencc,  at  Frocidcnci , 
on  Friday,  the  Gtli  of  October,  1775: 

Whereas  there  has  been  great  suspicion  among  the  in- 
habitanls  in  this  County,  as  well  as  in  the  Towns  of  the 
Colony  of  Mussachnsctts-Bay,  that  our  cruel  and  unnatu- 
ral enemies,  from  time  to  time,  receive  supplies  of  butter, 
cheese,  and  other  provisions,  by  reason  of  the  large  quan- 
tities carried  to  the  Town  of  Newport,  he,  under  pretence 
of  supplying  that  place,  Nantucket,  &c. :  And  whereas, 
whilst  it  is  our  duty  to  have  our  friends,  wherever  they  may 
be,  reasonably  supplied,  it  is  equally  our  duty  to  prevent  our 
enemies  from  receiving  succours  of  any  kind.  It  is  there- 
fore the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  no  Butter,  Cheese, 
or  any  other  articles  of  Provisions,  be  hereafter  transport- 
ed, either  by  land  or  water,  to  Rhode-Island,  except  under 
the  following  regulations,  viz  : 

Those  persons  who  may  have  the  beforementioned  arti- 
cles to  dispose  of,  shall,  before  they  proceed   to  market, 
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procure  a  certificate  or  certificates  from  the  Committees  of 
the  respective  |)laces  wliere  such  articles  :ire  laden,  of  the 
quantities  of  each  article  they  may  carry,  and  that  ihey  are 
l)ersons  friendly  to  the  cause  of  Amcricaii  freedom,  which 
shall  serve  as  a  pass  through  the  respective  Towns  to  the 
market :  and  provided  that  the  said  Provisions  are  destined 
for  Rhode- Island,  tiiat  they  carry  the  same,  together  uith 
the  certificate,  to  John  Collins,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  tlie 
Committee  of  Insjjection  in  the  Town  of  JS'iivporl,  or  to 
some  person  hy  him  to  he  appointed;  whereupon,  they 
may  dispose  of  their  liutter  or  other  articles,  to  such  per- 
sons as  the  said  John  Collins,  or  his  substitute,  may  rec'om- 
iiicnd  to  be  friends  to  their  Country,  and  to  none  other. 
And  upon  their  return  from  the  market  llicy  shall  dell\er 
certificates,  signed  by  the  said  John  Collins,  Estp,  or  his 
substitute,  as  aforesaid,  of  the  quantity  disposed  of,  and  to 
whom,  unto  such  persons  from  whom  they  received  their 
certificates;  and  the  same  shall  discharge  them  from  all 
cause  of  suspicion  with  their  Town  and  countrymen.  And 
al!  persons  travelling  with  Butler,  Cheese,  ice,  in  any  con- 
siderable quantities,  without  such  certificate  and  certificates, 
shall  be  liable  to  be  detained,  and  their  goods,  &ic.,  stop- 
ped, until,  ai  their  expense,  such  certificates  are  procured, 
or  until  the  order  of  the  Committee  of  Insjiection  of  such 
Di.-lrict  where  the  same  may  be  stojjped,  be  taken  there- 
upon. 

And  whereas  the  honourable  Ceneral  Assembly  of  tlie 
Mussachusctts-Baij  have  taken  particular  order  with  le- 
spect  to  the  transjiortation  of  Provisions  to  2<tintucl:i:i ; 
and  it  is  altogether  unnecessary,  and  may  be  very  piejuch- 
cial,  to  atteiiqit  to  supply  that  island  from  any  pan  ol  this 
Colony,  by  water;  therefore,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  no  Provisions  of  any  kind  be  suffered  to 
pass  through  any  sea-port  Town  of  this  Colony,  under  pre- 
tence of  sending  them  to  yanluckct ;  but  all  such  Provi- 
sions shall  be  stoi)ped,  until  the  matter  may  be  inquired 
into  hy  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  l-)istricl  where 
they  may  be  stopped,  and  such  order  taken  thereon  as  they 
shall  see  fit. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  who  shall  endeavour  to  elude 
these  Resolutions,  or  in  anywise  counteract  them,  shall, 
upon  conviction,  have  their  names  iiublished  in  the  News- 
papers, in  order  that  they  may  be  avoided,  as  enemies  to 
their  Country. 

Voted.  That  the  above  and  foregoing  Resolutions  be 
immediately  printed  in  the  Providence  Gazelle. 

Voled,  That  Captain  Solomon  Owen,  Messrs.  John 
Brown,  Joseph  Russell,  .Job  Manchester,  and  ^oah  jVa- 
thewson,  be  a  Committee  to  receive  any  complaints  that 
may  be  exhibited  to  them,  and  lay  the  same  before  this 
Commiltee  at  their  next  meeting,  which  stands  adjourned 
to  the  house  of  the  Widow  H'olerwan,  in  Sniithjielil,  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  ^'ovemlier  next,  at  ten  o'clock, 
A.  M. 

Whereas  there  have  been  many  r()ni|ihiinis  df  Mirh  as 
arc  venders  of  Goods  and  iMerehandlsc  ni  llii-  County,  lor 
selling  them  at  higher  prices  than  sciijid  by  ihe  Asso- 
ciation Agreement  of  the  Contineiu;il  ( '0111:11 -s,  uiKhr  pre- 
tence of  buying  them  at  a  higher  rale,  \iliirh  we  deem  a 
Lreacli  and  violation  of  said  Association:  We  do  hereby 
forewarn  all  persons  from  selling  any  (ioods  at  a  high'.'r 
price  than  they  were  usually  sold  at  before  said  Association 
took  place,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  as  they  will  ilirreby 
incur  the  just  censure  of  this  Committee  ;  and  iluii-  namrs 
will  be  published  to  the  world  accordini^K  . 

Cm.ku    liMlHls. 
Chrk  of  the  Counl,/  Comnnltn. 


PhO'  IDKNI  K    (UH0DI:-1SI,ANI>)  (  OM.Mir 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  I 
daij,  October  5,  1775  : 

Wlieieas  we  have  reason  to  su>po(;i,  hy  In  ijiirnt 
plaints  from  the  country,  that  some  piismis  in  ihis 
do  still  continue  the  detestable  praciice  of  selling 
Tea,  the  Committee  do  earnestly  request  of  all  pi 
who  are  possessed  of  that  article,  that  they  would  d 
the  same  into  their  hands,  to  be  by  them  stored,  unii 
I'niicd  Colonies  do  allow  of  its  bein"  sold.      And  al 
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will  be  deemed  enemies  to  their  Countrv,  and  as  such  be 
treated. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

David  L.vwuk.nci;,  Chrl:. 

Whereas  complaint  lias  been  made  to  the  Committee 
of  Inspection,  against  me  and  my  family,  for  selling  India 
Tea,  contrary  to  the  Association  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress ;  which  conduct  is  very  disagreeable  to  the  publick  : 
1  do  therefore  solemnly  engage,  that  forbearing  to  give  any 
further  offence  to  the  friends  of  the  American  cause,  I  will 
forthwith  deliver  up  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection  all  the 
India  Tea  I  or  my  family  now  have  in  possession  ;  and 
that,  for  the  future,  I  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  violate 
any  part  of  the  Association  aforesaid  ;  and  as  I  wish  to  live 
ill  unity  with  my  neighbours,  I  earnestly  ask  the  forgive- 
ness of  the  commiinitv.  Nathan  Anoell. 


i;eih>I!otii  (massachlsfitts)  committkf.. 

Rcliol)Oth,  Octohir  ,',,  17::. 

The  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  Town  of  Rehoboih 
being  informed  that  Provisions  have  been  carried  througli 
said  Town,  to  I^excport,  and  to  other  Towns  at  the  south- 
ward, whereby  the  Ministerial  Army  has  been  supplied, 
the  Committee  met  on  the  2d  instant,  and  resolved  that 
no  Provisions  of  any  kind  shall  pass  through  said  Town  to 
]Sen'port,  or  any  Town  southward  of  Rehoboth,  without  a 
certificate  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion for  the  Town  where  the  Provisions  are  conveying,  by 
which  it  shall  appear  that  the  said  Provisions  are  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants,  and  not  for  supplying  the  enemies 
of  America  :  they  therefore  made  choice  ofCapt.  Daniel 
Hunt,  .Mr.  Nathan  Monro,  Mr.  P.  Dcgu:el,  and  llilliaia 
Cole,  to  inspect  and  stop  all  such  Provisions. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

JosLiMi  DuiiKaiAM,  Clerk. 


UENEHAI.   WASHINGTON  TO  M AJOR-GF.NEIIAL    SCHUTI.ER. 
Camp  at  Cambridge,  October  G,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  you  yesterday,  of  which  the  en- 
closed is  a  copy,  since  which  I  have  been  informed  that 
}  our  illness  has  obliged  you  to  quit  the  Army;  and  General 
Jf'ooster,  as  the  oldest  I3rigadier,  will  take  rank  and  com- 
mand of  ]Mr.  Montgomenj.  General  Wooster,  I  am  in- 
formed, is  not  of  such  activity  as  to  |)ress  through  difticul- 
ties  with  which  that  service  is  environed.  1  am,  therefore, 
much  alarmed  for  Arnold,  whose  expedition  is  built  upon 
yours,  and  who  will  infallibly  perish,  if  the  invasion  and 
entry  into  Canada  are  abandoned  hy  your  successor.  I 
hope  by  this  time  the  penetration  into  Canada  by  your 
Army  is  effected  ;  but  if  it  is  not,  and  there  are  any  in- 
ti  nlions  to  lay  it  aside,  I  beg  it  may  be  done  in  such  a 
maniur  that  Arnold  may  be  saved,  by  giving  him  notice; 
and,  in  the  mean  lime,  your  Army  to  keep  up  such  apjiear- 
ances  as  may  fix  Carlelon,  and  [irevent  the  Ibrce  of  Cana- 
da being  turned  wholly  ujion  Arnold.  He  expected  to  be 
at  (:iucbeck  in  twenty  days  from  the  2t)tli  of  September : 
so  that,  I  hope,  you  will  have  no  diniculiy  in  regulating 
your  motions  with  respect  to  him. 

Should  this  find  you  at  Albanij.  and  General  IVoosltr 
about  taking  the  command,  I  entreat  you  (o  imjiress  him 
strongly  with  the  importance  and  necessity  of  proceeding, 
or  so  to  conduct  that  Arnold  may  have  time  to  retreat. 
Noiliing  new  has  occurred  since  yesterday,  deserving  your 
notice.  Our  next  accounts  of  your  health,  I  hope,  will  be 
niorc  favourable.  Ten  thousand  good  wishes  attt'iid  you 
from  this  (|Uiirtor  :  none  more  sincere  and  fervent  than  those 
ol,  d<'ai'  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

GeOROE    WASIIINfiTON. 

'I'o  M:iior-(;oiieral  Srhin.hr,  Noithern  Department. 


AIMHIESSKS   TO    GENEUAE  GAGE. 

Addros.  of  the  (lentlemen  and  principal  Inhabitanls  ofihe 

Town  of  Boston,  to  his  Excellency  Govcrnour  O'agi . 
Miiij  it  please  your  Evcellency  : 

The  gentlemen  and  principal  inhabitants  of  Boston  beg 
leave  dutifully  lo  address  your  Excellency  on  your  depar- 
ture for  ilre'iit  Britain. 
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We  can  \'en'  sinceiL'l)'  assure  you,  Sii',  tliat  \vc  have  ever 
considered  your  appointment  to  the  chief  command  of  tliis 
Province  as  a  distinguishing  mark  of  His  Majesty's  pater- 
nal disposition  towards  us;  and  that  the  full  cllect  of  so 
wise  and  benevolent  a  designation  we  most  earne-lly 
hoped  in  those  undisturbed  operations  of  law  and  settled 
Government,  which  are  so  essential  to  real  liberty. 

Your  .attention  to  the  true  interest  of  this  unhappy 
Town  was,  m  our  opinion,  very  early  manifested,  -and 
}our  compassionate  desire  that  some  steps  might  be  taken 
that  should  put  it  in  your  power  to  rescue  us  fi'oni  impending 
ruin  in  our  trade  and  navigation,  we  shall  with  gratitude 
for  ever  remendjer. 

We  cannot  forbear  to  express  our  sentiments,  that  could 
a  restoration  to  cjuiet  and  good  order  i)ave  been  eflected 
in  iliis  Province,  by  the  intiuence  of  personal  character,  a 
gentleman  of  your  Excellency's  established  reputation  for 
candour  and  justice,  for  moderation,  and  an  obliging  dis- 
position, invested,  at  the  same  time,  with  the  supreme 
military  authority,  could  not  have  failed  to  have  jirocured  it. 

Unhappily  fur  this  Country,  the  general  sentiments 
were  too  strong,  and  too  far  heightened,  for  the  efficacy  of 
_\our  humane  exertions.  It  must,  however,  be  evident,  we 
think,  to  all  the  world,  that  to  allay  the  ferment  in  this  Pro- 
vince, without  the  efl'usion  of  human  lilood,  has  been  your 
Excellency's  first  object;  and  the  pursuit  will  be  your  fame. 

We  have  imagined,  Sir,  with  great  pleasure,  your  truly 
laudable  intention  and  most  noble  ambition,  of  being 
viewed  as  the  happy  instrument  in  the  appeasing  all  ani- 
mosities, and  in  the  reviving  that  mutual  affection,  as  well 
as  sense  of  united  interest,  which  was  once  the  strength 
and  glory  of  Great  Brhnin  and  her  Colonies. 

We  need  not  wish  your  Excellency  a  higher  enjoyment 
than  what  mast  arise  from  your  own  reflections  on  your 
constant  sincere  endeavoiu's  for  the  safety  and  happiness  of 
the  people  under  your  Government,  and  from  that  counte- 
nance of  approbation  which  v\c  anticipate  for  you  in  the  King. 

,Iulm  f.rviii!;,  Ju;:.!  -I'.ivlor,  Edw.  Ilulclii.ison, 

\V,lh,un  tii.,uk-,  L  ui.  l>:i,lois,  Tl.cophilus  LUlic, 

Is,:ic  Wi„slo«-,  X,.i;.:M,irl  Taylor,  Joliii  Lovel. 

Thos.  Hutrliinson,  I)  mil  Hubbard,  ]Miles  Wliilwortli, 

John  Troutb  ck,  Jaiiivs  ."\Iiirray,  Henry  liir.i.-s, 

Bvri.'ld  LydL',  ArL-liib.ld  McXoal,  HugliTarbt, 

Sih-ster  (JarJn.-T,  Siinu.  1  Filch,  Dani-1  MrMastPrs, 

Slpphrn  (;rcrnl:-af,  Jns  .i,!i  Scott,  M.  15.  GoMlbu-ait, 

Uirhanl  rlarkc,  Fran  as  (;rcen,  Nathaniel  Prrkms, 

V.Mlr.n.  i!.r,v..i,  John  A;kiu.on,  John  Uv.,ii,  'M. 

\Villia)ii  Walt:r,  1' -t  a' Juhonnolt,  Lewis  Gray, 

i!  ■n\.  Fanciul.  Jr.,  11  nj  u,nn  Davis,  John  l',nv_ll, 

John  Tinnnins,  Jos  ■|.h  Turill,  Jamos  Llovd, 

J  unes  IVrkins,  .\,,th.iun4  Gary,  Nallnuii  d  B.-inlcy, 

Tliomas  Ainorv,  John  Simpson,  Jan,  s  S-lkrii;-, 

Nathanird  Goffin,  S.  H.  Sparhawk,  \Vil!i,,ia  McAlpino, 

I'nilip  Unmaresque,  Martin  Gay,  Jid.u  JrliVr  s.  Jr., 

G  'orgc  Brindky,  William  Tajdor,  X.'i'.h  iin  G/z::-.ui, 

Jolm  \Vinslow,"jr.,  Ehcn-.v.a-  Brid-hani,  A.  Giu.nia- haai, 

Ralph  Innnn,  S  mmrl  Hunhcs,  John  GrrMnrtl, 

Alexander  Brymcr,  Julm  Ionian,  \Vdliani  l>i>-kson, 

Henry  Llovd,  '.Vdli -ai  former.  iJ.vid  111  lek, 

Edua"u-J  Wmsiuw,  V,-;ni,in  Coffin,  Jr.,  Jolm  Barron. 

Joshua  Lonng,  Jr.,  Willrnn  Perry,  Wdli am  Hunter, 

Robert  Hallotteil,  Jonathan  iSneliing,  John  Semple, 

Win.  L.e  Perkins,  Adino  Paddock,  Robert  Seinple, 

Benj.  M.  Holmes,  John  Gore,  Henry  Langhton, 

Robert  Jarvis,  B-nj  iniin  Gridley,  Jolm  J  ly, 

(ieorL.'.'  Leonard,  Audrrw  Gazncau,  Gregory' Townsend, 

William  Jackson,  Isaac  Winslow,  Jr.,  Archibald  Bouthan, 


Thomas  li'rinley 

Henr 

Richard  Green, 

Thoi. 

uis  Com 

Uoslon,  Octjia-  6,  K 

175. 

His  Excellency's  Answer. 

To  the  Gentlemen  and  Principal  Inliabitants  of  tlic  Toum 

o/' Boston. 

Gentlemen-:  I  sincerely  lament  the  itii-cries  brounht 
upon  this  once  happy  Country,  through  the  deep  designs 
and  dark  contrivances  of  ambitious  men,  to  raise  them- 
selves from  obscurity  to  power  and  emoluments;  nor  can 
1  reflect  without  pain  upon  the  infatuation  of  the  multi- 
tude who  enjoyed  perfect  liberty,  who  felt  no  oppression  ; 
but,  deceived  and  betrayed,  have  (iown  to  arms  to  avert 
evils  that  only  existed  in  imagination ;  and  in  lieu  of 
liberty,  have  madly  erected  a  tyranny  upon  the  ruins  of 
th.e  most  free,  happy,  and  lenient  Government. 

I  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  your  address,  and  depart 
the  Province  in  tlie  firm  hope  that  the  people  will  recover 
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from  their  delusion,  and  discover,  before  it  is  too  late,  that 
the  Gcixei-iime'iit  they  want  to  subvert  is  the  surest  guar- 
dian of  their  lives,  properly,  and  heedom. 

'J'homas  G.\ge. 

The  Address  of  His  :\Iajesty's  Council. 
To  his   EiccUencu  General  Ga.:e,  Cummamler-ln-Chief 
(if  Uis   Majesli/s  Forces   in  Americ.v,  Captain  Gen- 
eral and  Governour  in   and  over  Uis  jMaJesty's  Pro- 
vince of  the  Massaciiusetts-15av,  ^-c,  ^-c. 
Mail  il  2'leasc  i/our  Eicclh  nci/ : 

VVe,  His  Majesty's  C,.un.-ri  nf  the  Massarhitsetts-Bai/, 
having  been  honoured  wiih  your  Excellency's  message, 
informing  us  of  His  Majesty's  orders,  "  that  you  should 
repair  to  England,  to  lay  before  him  the  slate  of  affairs  in 
this  Colony,"  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that 
from  a  sense  of  the  many  virtues  which  distinguish  and 
adorn  your  character,  we  feel  the  most  sincere  regret  at 
the  necessary  occasions  which  call  you  from  us. 

The  critical  situation  of  affairs  in  America,  during  your 
administration  in  the  Picnince,  has  afibrded  an  opportu- 
nity for  the  severest  trial  of  those  virtues;  and  we  should 
betray  a  great  degree  of  insensibility,  or  be  wanting  in 
common  justice  to  your  character,  were  we  to  suffer  them 
to  pass  unnoticed.  We  reflect  with  gratitude  upon  that 
care  and  attention,  by  which  we  have  been  secured  from 
many  of  the  calamities  and  miseries  witli  which  we  liave 
been  threatened. 

Your  concern  for  the  evils  we  have  unavoidably  sufleretl 
has  exceedingly  endeared  your  Excellency  to  us;  and 
we  shall  ever  entertain  a  profound  respect  for  the  pru- 
dence, benevolence,  and  candour,  which  have  been  so 
conspicuous  in  your  civil  department,  as  well  as  the  great 
steadiness,  vigilance,  and  humanity,  which  have  marked 
yom-  military  character. 

We  have  seen  w'itli  pleasure  the  many  elTorts  you  have 
made'  to  avert  this  unhappy  rebellion.  We  lament  that 
the  success  has  not  been  eijual  to  your  endeavours.  But 
the  undisturbed  constancy  and  firmness  with  which  you 
have  pursued  this  princi])le,  opposed  to  every  abuse  which 
wickedness,  delusion,  or  enthusiasm  could  devise,  has  been 
as  much  the  object  of  admiration  to  the  loyal,  as  the  subject 
of  disappointment  to  the  disaffected  people  of  this  Province. 
Tlie  dill'iculties  you  have  had  to  encounter,  during  your 
administration,  are  know-n  but  to  a  few.  Your  patience 
and  secrecy  have  kept  them  from  the  publick  eye.  To  lay 
them  open  to  the  world,  would  be  a  subject  ofTensive  to 
your  delicacy,  as  well  as  too  large  to  come  within  the  com- 
pass of  our  address. 

We  (latter  ourselves,  that  our  loyalty  to  the  best  of 
Kings  will  recommend  us  to  the  care  and  ])rotection  of 
)our  Excellency's  successors  in  command  ;  whose  charac- 
ters, in  their  important  stations,  proinise  every  encourage- 
ment wc  can  wish.  And  we  hope  your  Excellency  will 
be  pleased  to  reconniiend  us  to  our  gracious  Sovereign  : 
to  assure  him  we  are  unalienably  attached  to  his  sacred 
))erson  and  Government;  that  hoping  for  his  approbation, 
and  relying  on  the  benignity  of  his  royal  mind,  we  sup- 
port ourselves  with  all  possible  patience,  under  the  difficul- 
ties we  are  obliged  to  encounter. 

We  wish  your  Excellency  a  safe  arrival  at  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain,  where  we  doubt  not  }'ou  will  meet  the 
oraciuu?  approltation  of  our  ro\'al  master. 

His  Excellency's  Ansv\cr. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council : 

While  I  tliank  you  for  your  kind  address  on  my  depai- 
tui'e  from  the  Province,  you  will  permit  me  to  toslify  the 
sense  1  have  of  your  unshaken  loyaIt\-  to  the  King  and 
zeal  for  his  Government. 

You  have  stood  forth  in  support  of  both,  at  a  time  when 
an  iHinatural  and  unprovoked  lebellion  has  been  wantonly 
rai-^ed  to  subvert  our  glorious  Constitution,  and  have  de- 
spised the  menaces  of  open  and  concealed  attempts  U|ion 
_\om-  lives:  nor  has  the  seizure  of  your  properties  by  the 
lawless  hands  of  Rebels  deterred  you  from  a  steadfast  pur- 
suit of  that  duty  which  every  Briton  owes  to  his  King 
and  Counlry. 

Such  a  conduct  cannot  fall  to  recommend  vou  highly  to 
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our  most  gracious  Sovereign  ;  and  you  may  be  assured 
that  it  wiiraffbrd  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  acquaint  His 
Majesty  of  your  unalterable  attachment  to  his  person  and 
(«overnment.  Thomas  Gage. 


Address  of  the  Gentlemen  who  were  driven  from  their  Ha- 
bitations in  the  Country  to  the  Town  of  Boston. 

To  his  EvccUcyicyTnoMKS  Gage,  Esq.,  Captniii-Gmeial 
and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty's 
Frovincc  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  New-England, 

May  it  please  your  ExciUtnry  : 

When  we  reflect  on  the  surprising  ellbcts  of  that  enthu- 
siasm and  infatuation  which  are  so  generally  prevalent  in 
this  Country,  and  the  variety  of  dangers  to  which  the 
loyal  and  obedient  have  been  exposed,  we  feel  the  mo>t 
grateful  sensations  towards  your  Excellency,  and  are  anx- 
ious to  acknowledge  our  obligations.  To  your  wisdom  and 
jiriidcnce  we  consider  ourselves  indebted  for  protection 
from  the  lawless  fury  and  unbridled  violence  of  our  coun- 
irymen  ;  and  had  not  events  taken  place  beyond  w  hat  hu- 
man wisdom  could  foresee,  and  contrary  to  any  calculations, 
upon  rational  principles,  we  might  in  all  probability  have 
been  further  indebted  to  your  Excellency  for  a  reconcilia- 
tion of  the  unhappy  differences  that  subsist,  and  a  restora- 
tion to  harmony,  happiness,  and  peace. 

It  is  with  regret  we  think  of  your  Excellency's  depar- 
ture from  this  Province,  but  aie  relieved  in  some  degree 
by  a  consideration  of  the  very  important  services  which 
vou  will  render  this  Country,  by  a  just  representation  of 
its  present  state  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
confidence  we  repose  in  the  abilities  of  your  successors  to 
the  civil  and  military  commands,  the  hopes  of  your  speedy 
return,  and  the  anticipation  of  an  establishment  of  the 
rightful  supremacy  of  Parliament  over  this  part  of  His 
Majesty's  Dominions. 

.Justly  meriting  and  possessed  of  the  esteem  and  ap- 
plause of  the  virtuous  and  good,  happy  in  the  jileasing 
reflections  of  an  ap|)roving  conscience,  and  blessed  with 
the  gracious  plaudit  of  the  best  of  Kings,  your  opportuni- 
ties will  be  equal  to  the  inclination  you  have  ever  disco- 
vered to  restore  and  settle,  on  the  most  lasting  basis,  that 
union  of  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies, 
so  indispensably  necessary  to  the  happiness  of  both. 

\Ve  sincerely  lament  that  the  number  of  those  who 
have  dared  to  stem  the  torrent  of  rebellion  and  sedition  in 
this  Province  is  so  small  ;  but  we  trust  that  the  cordial 
tlianks  even  of  a  few  (who  have  (led  from  oppression, 
who  have  sacrificed  their  properties,  and  every  clomestick 
enjoyment,  and  are  now  ready  to  risk  their  lives,  to  manifest 
their  loyalty  to  the  best  of  Sovereigns)  will  not  be  unac- 
ceptable to  your  Excellency. 

Be  pleased,  Sir,  to  accept  the  anient  wishes  of  these 
few  faithful  and  grateful  subjects,  that  your  voyage  may 
be  prosperous  and  agreeable,  and  that  \  our  unwearied  en- 
deavours for  the  publick  service  may  be  crowned  with 
success. 


His  Excellency's  Answer. 

To  the  Gentlemen  that  ivere  drove  from  their  Habitations 

in  the  Country,  to  the  Town  o/ Boston. 

Gi-.ntlemen:  Your  kind  address  at  this  time  gives  me 
much  pleasure,  as  it  atlbrds  me  an  opjiortunity,  before  my 
departure  from  the  Province,  to  acknowledge  the  steady 
attachment  you  have  shown  to  the  true  interests  of  your 
King  and  Country  in  the  worst  of  times;  and  the  sacrifices 
you  have  made  in  support  of  both  are  great. 

it  will  be  my  duty  to  represent  to  our  gracious  Sover- 
eign the  distinguishing  proofs  you  have  given  of  your 
loyally  and  |iatriotisui ;  and  you  may  be  assured  that,  du- 
ring iny  absence,  my  successors  in  the  civil  and  militaiy 
conmumd  will  utibrd  you  every  favour  and  protection. 
Thomas  Gage. 


Richavd  Saltonstall,  Abijali  White 

John  Bowcn,  .Sylvaiuis  Wl 

Daniol  Ulivpr,  R  iij.  Slockhi 

Thoni.s  Duilorth,  \Vill,:i,n  'ly.. 

Edw.  Wnihl.nv,  .)!■.,  1' ■(■  r  Oliv.T, 

.lohn   Su,!r..nt,  (■■.i\rhW\v,x\. 


Daniel  Thoma 
I.cvi  Ford, 
.toscph  Ashloy, 


Samir-.l  1  Villi-, 
BUsha  l'-.„d, 
Daniel  Dunhal 
Lonuinl  (loilda 
Seth  VVdhams, 
Zi?bodoo  Ti'iTV 
William  Sinini 
LukR  Hall, 
Nathaniid  Tho 


•n.-7.m-  Wii 
un  Walko 
Orlohn  7, 


OHM,  V.  If.  Winthrop, 

.n\U:\;  ThoMias  Achinlos: 
Chandler,  Jonathan  Dix, 

'handler,  Benjamin  Hart, 

Cutler,  John  Cochran, 

nam,  Jr.,  IVter  Oliver,  Jr., 

•inslow,  Archibald  Achinh 


majou  iskaki.  mokey  to  Tin:  nkw-hamhshike  committee 

OF    safety. 

Ortord,  Oe,lob-r  G,  177.''). 

Gentlemen  :  .\  few  days  since  1  leceived  a  letter  from 
Lieutenant  Balmir,  dated  "i'M  oi  September,  in  Colonel 
Bedel's  Company,  inlbrming  me  that  they  were  in  camp, 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  below  St.  John's;  Colonel 
Bedel  is  there,  with  about  one  thousand  men.  1  would 
inform  you  something  of  the  engagement  that  they  had  in 
landing.  Major  Broivn  attempted  to  land,  and  was  drove 
off  some  time  since,  as  most  likely  you  have  heard,  with 
the  loss  of  eight  men  ;  but  since,  they  landed  higher  up, 
without  much  loss.  Major  Brown,  with  a  party  of  forty 
men,  went  partly  round  St.  John's,  and  took  possession  of 
the  wagon  road,  and  took  eight  wagon  loads  of  stores,  and 
conveyed  them  so  that  they  were  well  secured  from  the 
enemy,  and  hove  up  a  small  intrenchment,  with  his  little 
number  of  men.  But  the  enemy  at  .SV.  John's,  hearing  of 
the  atl'air,  sent  out  a  party  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
with  two  field-pieces,  and  obliged  Broivn,  &c.,  to  retreat, 
with  one  of  his  Captains  mortally  wounded,  and  some 
other  wounded  men.  The  General,  hearing  the  fire,  sent 
oft'  Colonel  Bedel,  with  four  hundred  men,  to  re-enforce 
Major  Vi';-oK'M;  but  Co\ond  Bedel  met  Broioi,  as  Broivn 
!iad  retreated  out.  Colonel  Bedel  came  right  iijion  the 
enemy,  where  Broun  had  intrenched,  and  obliged  them 
to  make  the  best  of  their  way  back  to  St.  John's,  so 
that  Colonel  Bedd  got  possession  of  the  intrenchment, 
and  still  keeps  it ;  and  had  Colonel  Bedel  fully  took  the 
advice  of  the  Indian  that  led  him,  it  is  thought  he 
would  have  cut  off  the  whole  party,  with  their  cannon, 
&ic. ;  but  he  was,  as  1  am  informed,  afraid  they  would  not 
be  true  to  their  trust,  as  no  doubt  we  should,  if  we  had 
been  in  his  place.  But  I  can  assure  you,  by  all  that  I 
can  learn  by  the  post.  Sic,  that  Colonel  Bedel  behaved 
exceeding  well  in  that  aft'air,  &c.,  and  that  he  does  honour 
to  the  Colony  of  ^cw-Hampsliire,  Sec.  They  have  sur- 
rounded St.  John's  on  every  side,  and  cut  off  all  commu- 
nication from  Chaudierc,  &ic.,  that  in  the  whole  they  have 
taken  twenty-two  wagon  loads  of  stores,  provisions,  ammu- 
nition, and  the  sails  for  their  shipi)ing  that  they  were 
building,  and  that  our  men  had  intrenched  within  about 
half  a  mile  of  St.  John's,  and  began  to  draw  the  cannon 
u|)  before  the  post  came  away;  and  it  is  most  likely  the 
allair  is  settled  before  this  time. 

Lieutenant  Palmer  wvhes  me  that  the  French  were  ex- 
ceedingly kind  and  true,  and  that  five  hundred  were  then 
under  arms  with  them,  and  ihat  five  thousand  more  every 
hour  expected  to  join  them,  from  CA««f/ierf,  with  Colonel 
Allen,  sic,  who  was  gone  into  Chaudiere,  with  three  hun- 
dred men,  and  that  the  French  are  as  much  engaged  as  our 
people  in  the  camp,  and  that  the  Indian  Captain,  Louis, 
&,c.,  are  there  with  Colonel  Bedel,  and  that  they  day 
hv  day  join  them,  and  that  ihey  send  in  their  belts  to 
Colonel  Bcdtl,  and  receive  presents  from  him,  &ic.,  &:c. 
Blessed  news  this  for  our  Country,  &.C.,  and  they  (our 
Army)  live  well  by  the  help  of  the  French,  &c.  Captain 
Moses  Uarrui  is  in  St.  John's,  but  whether  confined  as  a 
prisoner  or  joined  the  enemy,  we  cannot  yet  learn. 

From  your  humble  scrva'nt,  j^^^^^__  j^,^,^^_^._ 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Sal'etv  of  yew-Hamp- 
shire. 
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ADDRESS   OF  THE   BOROUGH    AND    TOWN   OF  CARMARTHEN. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  SlierilTa,  Justices  of 
tlie  Peace,  Burgesses,  and  Inlialjitanis  of  the  Borough  and 
Town  of  Carmarthen,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  John 
Adams,  Esq.,  their  RepresL'ntative  in  Parhauient. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majcstij. 
The  humble   Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Sheriffs, 

Justices  of  the   Feace,  Burgesses,  and  Inhabitants  of 

the  Borough  and  Town  0/ Carmarthen-,  whose  names 

arc  hereunto  subscribed. 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  impressed 
with  a  deep  concern  at  the  rebellious  proceedings  of  our 
American  fellow-subjects,  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
sacred  person  with  hearts  filled  with  gratitude  for  the  bless- 
ings we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  mild  and  equitable 
Government,  and  an  utter  abhorrence  of  measures  tending 
to  throw  off' a  due  dependance  on  our  present  happy  Con- 
stitution. This  we  apprehend  and  dread  is  the  real  (though 
concealed)  motive  of  the  present  disturbances  fomented 
and  carried  on  by  them,  in  opposition  to  their  Parent 
Country,  and  regardless  of  the  many  weighty  obligations 
they  owe  to  it.  The  melancholy  consequences  that  may 
arise  from  their  present  illegal  conduct,  taken  in  every 
))oint  of  view,  require  us  to  express  our  wishes,  that  your 
Majesty's  Councils  may  form  such  plans  as,  by  a  |)roper 
exertion,  may  reduce  to  a  just  submission  those  deluded 
people  now  daring  to  appear  in  arms,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance of  the  publick  peace,  and  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of 
this  realm.  We  hereby  promise  and  assure  your  Majesty 
of  every  eflbrt  in  our  power,  that  may  be  conducive  to 
that  great  end,  at  the  hazard  of  our  lives  and  fortunes; 
praying  that  the  Almighty  may  bless  and  prosper  your 
Councils,  and  enable  you  speedily  to  restore  tranquillity  to 
every  part  of  your  Dominions. 

Canuarthen,  October  7,  1775. 


The  late  Address  from  Coventry,  framed  for  the  pui-pose 
of  fomenting  civil  war,  having  been  precipitately  hurried 
through,  as  well  as  surreptitiously  introduced,  several  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  and  manufacturers  of  that  place 
thought  it  necessary  to  call  a  meeting,  where  the  true 
sense  of  the  people  might  be  discovered.*  Publick  notice 
was  given  by  the  following  advertisement: 

"  The  |)ublick  are  hereby  most  respectfully  informed, 
that  a  meeting  is  intended  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  evening 
next,  six  o'clock,  at  the  King's  Head,  in  order  to  consider 
of  a  dutiful,  affectionate,  and  loyal  address  to  His  Majesty, 
upon  the  present  alarming  situation  of  afl^airs.  As  the 
business  of  this  meeting  will  not  be  taken  up  on  a  partial, 
narrow,  or  contracted  ground,  but  uj)on  princi|)les  as  gene- 
rally extensive  and  im[)ortant  as  its  nature,  therefore  the 
attendance  of  every  friend  to  His  Majesty  is  most  earn- 
estly requested. 

••Coventry,  October  7,  177'!." 

In  consequence  of  this  notice,  a  meeting  was  held  on 
the  10th,  which  proved  a  very  large  one,  where  an  humble 
Address  and  Petition  were  agreed  to.  It  was  signed  by  the 
worthy  Lords  Archer  and  Craven,  and  about  four  hundred 
other  respectable  freemen.  Friday  it  was  presented  to 
His  Majesty  by  Lord  Craven,  and  most  graciously  re- 
ceived. The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  and  the  Duke  of 
Bortland  were  at  Court.     The  Petition  is  as  follows  : 

2'c  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  and  Petition  of  the  principal  Citi- 
zens, Inhabitants,  Manufacturers,  anil  Traders   of  the 
City  of  Coventry. 
JSlosi  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

At  a  time  when  some  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  and  even 
a  small  number  of  our  fellow-citizens,  profess  to  hold 
[irinciples  so  opposite  to  our  own,  when  they  are  repre- 
sented to  your  Majesty  as  the  genuine  and  general  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  England,  and  particularly  of  your 
loyal  City  of  Coventry,  (at  all  times  distinguished  for  its 

*  It  IS  a  little  remarkable,  that  all  tUe  Addresses  to  the  King,  (of 
wlui  li  thtri  lu  mmy  from  tlie  various  dependants  through  tlie  King. 
il   I  I      I  ]       I  111   bloody  measures  against  tlie  .4;«erican«,  are  pub- 

I  I         I  to,  as  news  from  Si.  James's;  but  as  for  Petitions  iu 

I    1  I  (    we  see  notliing  of  thein  from  .S7.  JflHies'g.    Such  is 

•I     .     'it       t  t lie  bloody-minded  Bi^id's*  Court.— AW.  Gar. 


zealous  attachment  to  liberty  and  the  illustrious  House  of 
Hanover,)  we  should  be  dead  to  every  sense  of  feeling  and 
honour,  if  we  did  not  protest  against  such  proceedings, 
and  publickly  avow  our  disapprobation  of  them. 

In  the  present  alarming  crisis,  to  prostitute  our  con- 
sciences to  hold  the  language  of  servile  flattery  and  adula- 
tion would  disgrace  the  characters  of  English  freemen  : 
we  are  called  upon  by  the  love  of  our  Country,  and  by 
every  tie  of  duty,  to  speak  of  things  as  they  are  ;  to  carry 
truth  to  the  foot  of  the  throne. 

When  we  look  back  upon  the  system  of  Colony  ad- 
ministration within  these  few  years  adojUed,  when  we 
observe  the  manner  of  its  execution,  we  cannot  attribute 
the  resistance  of  America  to  the  arts  and  designs  of  a  few 
factious  men,  either  at  home  or  abroad  ;  when  we  see  a 
whole  people,  almost  from  north  to  south  of  that  vast  Con- 
tinent, (which  we  claim,)  firmly  united  in  one  mind,  and 
determined  to  oppose  a  system  which  they  think  ruinous 
to  their  liberty,  we  are  naturally  led  to  believe  that  they 
act  from  principle,  and  inconsequence  of  self-conviction. 

If  we  look  forward  to  the  issue  of  this  great  contest,  we 
see  the  fate  of  the  British  Empire  determined.  Our 
armies  and  our  fleets  (for  what  can  withstand  their  valour?) 
may  be  triumphant ;  America  may  be  laid  low  ;  but  what 
laurels  shall  we  reap  by  such  a  conquest?  Either  we 
shall  have  to  govern  a  people  submitting  to  temporary 
necessity,  a  distant  Province  watchful  of  an  op[)ortunity  to 
throw  off'  a  galling  yoke,  or  we  shall  completely  triumph 
over  and  cut  up  by  the  root  that  gallant  spirit  of  a  free 
people,  descendants  of  Britons,  which  has  cherished  them 
in  their  infancy,  and,  through  the  midst  of  dangers,  brought 
them  to  their  present  state  of  manhood  ;  that  spirit,  under 
which  trade  has  flourished,  and  riches  flowed  in  upon  them 
and  us.  This,  Sire,  together  with  the  alarming  decline  of  our 
manidactures,  and  the  starving  condition  of  the  jjoor, 
affords  us  the  most  melancholy  prospect,  and  to  your  Ma- 
jesty we  fly  for  redress. 

With  great  humility  we  supplicate  your  Majesty,  in  pity 
to  your  distressed  and  divided  people,  to  interpose  your 
wonted  clemency,  to  stop  the  effusion  of  blood,  to  recom- 
mend to  your  Parliament  to  consider,  with  all  due  atten- 
tion, the  petition  from  America  lately  offered  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  throne,  which  we  firmly  believe  proposes  the 
foundation  of  a  temple  of  Concord,  sacred  to  the  mutual 
interests  of  Great  Britain  and  America;  interests  which 
seem  to  have  been  joined  together  by  the  hand  of  Provi- 
dence, and  wliich  no  friend  to  your  Majesty  and  this 
Country  can  wish  to  put  asunder. 

Coventry,  Oetober  10,  1775. 

fincastle  (Virginia)  committee. 

At  a  Committee  meeting  held  for  Fincasile,  the  7th  of 
October,  1775,  present  the  following  Members:  Stephen 
Trigs;,  Chairman;  William  Preston,  T'homas  Madison, 
Arthur  Campbell,  IVilliam  Campbell,  fVilliam  Russell, 
fValter  Crockett,  James  McGavock,  Jf'illiam  Edmonston. 
Evan  Shelby,  and  Baiiiel  Smith. 

The  Committee  being  informed  that  Colonel  IVilliam 
Christian  hath  accepted  the  appointment  in  the  regular 
forces  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony,  and  of  course  hath  vacated 
the  several  places  he  held  in  this  County,  it  is  therefore  order- 
ed, that  the  Chairman  address  him  in  the  following  terms : 

'•  In  justice  to  you,  we  declare  that,  as  a  Field-Officer  in 
the  Militia,  our  Representative  in  the  honourable  Conven- 
tion, and  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  you  have  justly 
obtained  and  deserved  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  County  in  general,  and  this  Committee 
in  particular;  and,  in  each  of  these  departments,  you  have, 
on  all  occasions,  discovered  the  utmost  impartiality  and 
prudence  ;  for  W'hich,  together  with  the  most  exemplary 
zeal  and  attachment  to  the  liberties  of  your  Country,  and 
your  indefatigable  industry  in  the  service  thereof,  you 
merit  and  deserve  our  particular  thanks.  We  therefore 
hope  you  will  accept  of  this  publick  testimony  of  the  grate- 
ful sense  we  entertain  of  your  past  services;  and  our  warmest 
wishes  that  your  future  services  may  be  attended  with  such 
success  as  will  gain  you  the  esteem  of  your  Country  in 
general,  and  this  Colony  in  particular." 

The  above  was  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  publick 

printer,  to  be  published.      c„„„^,.  t^  m    ■ 

^  ^  STEPHEN  Irigg.  Chairman 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE  DELEGATES  TO  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 
Pliilddelphii,  October  7,  1775. 

Sir  :  We  wrote  you  a  few  days  since  fully,  desiring  tiie 
accounts  of  our  sup|)lies  to  be  forwarded  immediately,  as 
also  the  number  of  iniiabiiants,  as  soon  as  may  be.  This 
serves  chiefly  to  enclose  a  resolve  of  the  Congress,  which 
we  were  ordered  to  forward  to  the  several  Conventions  im- 
mediately, that  they  might  take  such  spirited  measures  as 
to  them  might  seem  meet. 

By  the  last  advice  from  Loniloti,  the  Ministry  seem 
wickedly  inclined  to  burn  more  Towns;  therefore  we  would 
humbly  suggest  the  propriety  of  securing  our  sea-porls,  as 
thereby  we  should  not  only  secure  the  capital,  but  present 
the  sons  of  depredation  from  ravaging  the  Country,  and 
thereby  completing  their  diabolical  designs. 

By  express  just  arrived  from  General  Scliiiylcr,  we  are 
likely  soon  to  be  in  possession  of  St.  John's  and  Canada, 
as  the  former  is  held  besieged  by  our  Troops,  and  the 
C'»(f((/7V//(s  join  us;   the  Indians  are  al>o  friendly. 

VV'e  are,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

JOSIAH    BaUTLETT, 

,,  ,,,        ,,,,       ,        ,-  John  Lan(;i)on. 

Matthew  Ihornton,  Ls(j. 

IIANOVKU    (fl.STF.R   COINTV,   NEW-YOUk)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Hanover  Precinct,  at 
the  house  of  Aitltur  I'arkson,  on  Dlondai/,  ihu  1-lih  day 
oi'  August,  lllo,  Alexander  Tremble  chosen  Chairman; 
when  it  was  resolved  that  the  Connnittee  do  attend  at  the 
election  ofOflicers  in  tliis  Precinct,  as  follous: 

Resolved,  That  John  IVilkin  and  Samuel  Parklij  do 
attend  Captain  yewkirk's  Company  this  day.  And  they 
attended  accordingly,  aud  Matthew  Felta  was  elected  Cap- 
tain; Henry  Smith,  First  Lieutenant;  Johannes  Ncwkirk, 
Jun.,  Second  Lieutenant;  flilliam  Crist,  Ensign. 

Resolved,  That  Ale  Kinder  Tremble  and  James  MilUgan 
do  attend  Captain  Guldsmitlis  (.'ompan}'  this  day.  And 
they  attended  accordingly,  and  llilliam  Jackson  was 
elected  Captain;  Aithur  Parks,  First  Lieutenant;  Jarnes 
ilic/i/'iVf,  Second  Lieutenant;  Andrciv  Aet/Zy,  Ensign. 

Resolved,  That  llilliam  Jackson  and  James  McBrldc 
do  attend  Captain  Colden^s  Company  on  Friday,  the  IHth 
instant.  And  they  attcndcil  accordingly,  and  Cadwalladcr 
C.  Colden  was  elected  Ca[)tain  ;  James  Milligan,  Fiist 
Lieutenant;  John  Hunter,  Hccond  Liuulenaut ;  Matthew 
Hunter,  Ensign. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Smith  and  John  If'ilki)is  do  at- 
tend Captain  Crage's  Company  on  Friday,  the  Ib'th  instant. 
And  they  attended  accordingly,  and  John  J.  Graham  was 
elected  Captain;  Samuel  I'arkly,  First  Lieutenant:  Jo- 
seph Crawford,  Second  Lieutenant ;  J,(/«ti-  McCurdy,  En- 
sign. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  ]Sewkirk  and  Arthur  I'arks  do 
attend  Captain  Galalian's  Com|iany  on  Friday,  the  IRlli 
instant.  And  they  attended  accordingly,  and  John  Galespic 
was  elected  Captain  ;  Jason  ll'ilkins,  Fust  I-ieutenant; 
Robert  Hunter,  Jun.,  Second  Lieutenant  ;  and  Samuel 
Galespie,  Ensign. 

The  above  is  a  true  return  of  all  the  Ollicers  that  have 
been  chosen  in  the  five  Companies  in  the  [-"recinct  of 
Hanover,  in  UlslerCounly,  agreeable  to  the  Resolves  of  the 
Provincial  Congress. 

J5y  order  of  ti;e  (■ummillee  : 

Al.nXANPEll  TUEMBI.E. 


NOUTIl-Kl.NCSTON    (itllODE-ISLANo)   COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Correspondence  for 
tlie  Town  of  i\orlh-Kingston.  being  convened  in  said  Town 
on  the  7th  day  of  October,  177.J,  came  into  the  fullowing 
Jicsolvcs,  viz  : 

Whereas  Stephen  Jioyer,  of  said  Town,  bring  accused 
of  carrying  a  (juantity  of  Cheese  to  some  of  the  declared 
enemies  to  America;  and  he,  being  present  before  this 
Committee,  hath  daringly  endeavomcd  to  justify  himself  in 
so  doini:,  and  saith  that  lie  furtliLM-  intends  to  send  a  (|uan- 
lily  of  Barley  and  Corn  to  George  Rome,  one  of  our  said 
enemies  : 

Resolved,  ,her,f„rt,  '1  hat.  the  said  Stephen  Bayer  is  an 


treated  as  such  ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  publick  in 
general,  and  strictly  required  of  every  person  in  this  Town, 
that  they  forthwith  break  oti"  all  dealings  with  him  ;  and 
that  a  copy  of  this  Resolve  be  inserted  in  the  Providence 
Gazette  and  Newport  Mercury. 

A  true  copy  :  Geouce  Thomas,  Clerk. 


JOSEPH   KEED  TO  JAMES   OTIS. 

C'Linibridgc,  October  7,  177j. 

Sir:  The  two  Oliicers  who  accompany  this  were  taken 
])risoners  some  lime  ago,  on  board  a  vessel  retaken  from 
the  enemy.  They  have  been  some  time  in  Cambridge, 
on  account  of  the  indisposition  of  one  of  them,  for  which 
reason  it  is  suggested  to  the  consideration  of  the  honourable 
Board,  whether  it  may  not  be  best  to  order  them  to  some 
consitlerable  distance  from  the  camp.  You  will  please  to 
lay  this  circumstance  before  the  honourable  Board. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  liLimble  servant. 


Jus 


■H  Reed,  Se 


"J- 


my    10   American 


It    to    be    iierealli. 


PROVINCE   OF   THE    .M  VSS  ACHfS  ETTS-liAY. 

By  His  Excellency  the  Honourable  Thomas  Gage,  Cap- 
tain-General and  Govcrnour-in- Chief  in  and  over  His 
Majesty's  Province  oy  !\L\ssachusetts-Bay,  and  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  same,  &)-c.,  General  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  all  His  3IaJesty's  Forces  in  North-Ameura. 
To  Joshua  Louino,  Jan.,  Esq.,  Greeting: 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  me,  that  it  is  expe- 
dient and  necessary  lliat  eliects,  both  real  and  jiersonal, 
may  be  sold  and  disposed  of  at  publick  auction  or  vendue, 
both  lor  the  full  and  final  execution  of  judgments,  awards, 
ami  decrees,  thai  do  or  may  arise  in  His  Majesty's  Courts, 
within  and  for  the  said  Province,  and  also  for  the  better 
accommodating  and  promoling  the  lawful  commerce  and 
trade  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  inhabiting,  trading  to,  or 
resident  in  said  Province  : 

JS'oiv  know  ye,  therefore,  That  for  the  securing  and  just 
execution  of  the  aforementioned  purposes,  and  for  prevent- 
ing all  fraudulent  and  illegal  [iractices  therein,  and  other 
suiiicient  reasons  me  hereunto  moving,  and  reposing  es- 
pecial trust  and  confidence  in  your  loyalty,  abilities,  and 
integrity,  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  said 
Joshua  Loring,  Jun.,  Esq.,  to  be  sole  Vendue-i\Lister  and 
Auctioneer,  in  and  for  the  Town  oi'  Boston,  in  the  Pro- 
vince aforesaid  ;  giving  and  granting  unto  you,  the  said 
Joshua  Loring,  all  the  customaiy  fees,  pri\ileges,  profits, 
and  emoluments  to  the  said  oliice  belonging  or  appertain- 
ing, hereby  reijuiring  and  enjoining  you,  llie  said  Joshua 
Loring,  fully,  faithfully,  and  impartially  lo  execute  the 
functions  lo  the  said  office  of  \'endue-Masler  or  Auctioneer 
in  any  wise  appertaining,  by  yourself,  your  suiiicient  depu- 
ty or  deputies,  justly,  faithfully,  and  without  delay,  exposing 
to  publick  auction  all  such  messuages,  lands,  tenements, 
and  herediiameiils,  goods  and  chattels,  wares  and  merchan- 
dise, whatsoever,  as  shall  be  committed  to  your  care  for 
publick  sale,  aiui  the  [iroceeds  (first  deducting  all  just  and 
necessary  expenses,  together  with  the  customary  fees  upon 
such  sale  or  sales)  forthwith  lo  receive  and  |iay  unto  the 
legal  proprietors  thereof,  respectively,  together  with  an 
account  of  such  sales;  and  for  the  further  encouragement 
oi  you,  the  said  Joshua  Loring,  to  do,  execute,  and  per- 
form the  said  oliice,  with  diligence  and  care,  and  (or  the 
[uevenlion  of  all  unlawful  |)raclices  in  publick  sales  or 
auctions,  I  do  hereby  strictly  forbid  and  prohibit  any  other 
|ici'son  or  persons  whomsoever  to  exercise,  do,  or  perform 
the  said  oliice  of  Vendue-Masler  or  Auctioneer  within  the 
said  Town  of  Boston,  after  the  date  hereof,  other  than  such 
as  are  or  may  be  appointed   by  }ou,  the  said  Joshua  Lo- 

Givcn  under  my  ham!  and  seal,  (the  seal  of  the  Pro\ince 
being  lnsi,)  this  seventh  day  of  October,  177.'3,  in  the  fif- 
tei.'iiih  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign.  r,-.  f. 

,,       ,-.      ,,  ,,  ,•'        •'  °,  1  IIO.MAS  Ljage. 

J5y  Ins  Excellency  s  command  ; 

Samuel  Kemlle. 
Thomas  Flucker,  Secretary. 

Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  commission,  1  have  opened  an 
oliice  in  (^ueen  Street,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned, 
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where  constant  attendance  will  lie  i^ivcn  and  due  care  taken 
of  all  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  and  other  things  commit- 
ted to  my  cliarge,  upon  the  usual  and  customary  connnis- 
sions,  according  to  tlie  nature  of  the  things  sold,  or  trouble 

attending  the  sale.  ,  t  i       • 

■=  Joshua  Lojung,  Atuiionccr. 


RICHARD    Hl'.NRY   LEE   TO   CENERAL.  WASHINGTON. 

Fliiladelphia,  October  8,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  A  ship,  in  seven  weeks  from  London,  brings 
us  pretty  perfect  intelligence  of  the  infernal  designs  of  onr 
Ministerial  enemies,  as  yon  will  see  by  the  enclosures  in 
Doctor  Shippcns  letter.  I  believe  they  are  the  most  per- 
fect that  could  be  obtained,  and  so  may  be  much  relied  on. 
God  grant  that  our  successes  at  Boston  and  in  Canada  may 
disapi)oint  and  thereby  ruin  these  fatal  foes  to  the  liberty 
and  happiness  of  the  lirithh  Empire. 

My  love,  if  you  please,  to  General  [jCc,  Mi'lflin,  an<l 
GriJIin,  and  my  other  friends  with  you.  May  Heaven  pre- 
serve you,  and  give  your  Army  success  in  the  most  glorious 
cause  that  was  ever  contended  for  by  human  nature. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  aliectionate  fiienil  and  obedient  ser- 
vant, RiCHARU  Henry  IjEE. 


ELIZABETH    CITV  COUNTY   (vIRGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Elha/idh  Cilij  Coun- 
ty, and  Town  of  IJainplon,  October  9,  1775,  present : 
fl'illiam.  Rosrow  Wihun  (Juric,  Henri/  Kin<r,  Canj  Svl- 
dm,  John  Tabb,  Jacob  fVnnj,  IVorlich  IVcstwood ,  John 
Cary,  IVilliam  Armistcad,  nnd  Miles  King. 

Mv.  Joseph  Sclden  being  summoned  to  appear  before 
this  Committee,  to  give  an  account  of  the  business  which 
had  lately  induced  liim  to  w^ait  on  Lord  Dnnmorc  several 
times,  on  board  the  Ship  IVilliam,  appeared,  and  informed 
this  Committee  that  he  u-as  sent  the  first  time  by  his  father, 
to  pay  about  twenty  Pounds  due  his  Lordsliij),  from  the 
Clerk  of  this  County,  since  last  October:  and  that  on 
another  time  he  went  on  board  to  pray  his  Lordsliip  would 
discharge  him  from  the  custody  of  Captain  Squire,  who 
had  seized  him,  in  his  passage  to  ]\orfolJ,\  with  others, 
when  going  on  his  own  private  business.  Ujion  which  in- 
formation, this  Committee  being  satisfied  with  the  young 
gentleman,  ordered  him  to  be  discharged. 

Robert  Bright,  Cleik. 


C.^SAR  RODNEY   TO   CAPTAIN   THOMAS     RODNEY. 

Piiihulcliiliiii,  Monday,  October  U,  1773. 

Sir:  On  Friday,  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  Doctor 
Kearsley,  of  this  City,  was  seized,  by  order  of  the  Com- 
rniitee  of  Observation,  for  having  wrote  letters  to  England, 
injurious  and  destructive  to  us  in  the  American  contest,  and 
wicked  with  respect  to  this  City,  and  is  now  confined  in 
jail,  together  with  one  Brooks,  who  came  here  with  Go- 
vernour  Skene,  Mr.  Carter,  an  apothecary,  who  was  in 
partnership  with  Mr.  Spikcman,  and  one  i\Ir.  Snowdcii, 
all  of  whom  were  aiding  the  Doctor  in  his  plan.*  You  must 
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know  Kearsley  has  lieen  a  considerable  time  since  marlccil 
out  as  a  thorough-paced  tory;  for  which,  together  with  his 
having  insulted  the  people,  he  was  (since  1  came  to  Town 
last)  carted  through  the  streets.  But  the  offence  for  which 
he  is  now  confined  is  thus  circinvistanced.  On  fVedncsday 
last,  a  ship  sailed  out  of  (his  jjort  for  London,  in  which 
Mr.  Carter  was  going  passenger.  A  few  days  before  she 
sailed,  young  Dewecs,  son  of  the  Sherilf,  went  to  pay  Dr. 
Kearsley  son\ii  money,  and  coming  suddenly  into  his  room, 
found  him  and  Carter  together,  with  a  bundle  of  papers 
before  them,  which  they  hustled  up  in  seeming  confusion. 
This,  v/iih  Kcarsley's  tory  character,  gave  Dercees  sus])i- 
cion,  and  he  accordingly  informed  a  few  of  the  Committee, 
who  kept  the  matter  secret,  let  the  ship  sail,  and  the  pas- 
sengers go  down  to  Chester,  by  land,  to  go  on  board.  On 
Thursday  evening,  which  was  the  day  the  passengers  went, 
a  small  party  was  sent  down  to  Chester;  they  stayed  there 
tliat  night  incog.,  and  saw  ilio  passengers  go  on  board 
next  morning.  They  then  immediately  pushed  on  board, 
seized  and  examined  Mr.  Carter,  who,  in  a  little  time,  told 
them  that  there  were  several  letters  from  Dr.  Kearsley  and 
Mr.  Brooks,  and  one  from  Mr.  Snowden  ;  that  he  had  the 
charge  of  their  letters,  and  was  concerned  with  them  in  the 
plan  they  had  concerted,  but  that  the  letters  were  then  in 
the  custody  of  a  woman,  down  in  the  cabin,  and  that  she 
had  them  concealed  in  a  pocket  sewed  to  the  inside  of  her 
shift-tail,  where,  in  fact,  they  soon  after  found  them,  aiu! 
came  back  to  Town,  (leaving  Carter,  as  they  had  prnmised, 
upon  his  niaking  a  discovery  of  the  whole  matter,  un 
oath,  before  Mr.  Graham,  at  Chester,)  and  then  seized  the 
authors.  The  letters  were  to  Lord  Dartmouth  and  other 
Ministers  of  Slate,  but  under  cover  to  Mis.  MacuuUy. 
The  substance  and  design  was,  jiressing  their  sending 
to  Philadelphia  five  thousand  Regulars,  on  which  condi- 
tion ihey  would  engage  five  thousand  more  licrc  to  join 
them,  provided  the  royal  standard  should  be  also  sent  in, 
and  I{earsley  appointed  to  bear  it ;  for  that  great  iiumliers 
of  those  who  now  wear  cockades  and  uniform  were  hearty 
in  the  Ministerial  cause  ;  that  the  rest  were  a  pack  of  cow- 
ards ;  fur  that  he  {Kearsley)  had  made  above  ['wei  thou=^anfl 
of  them  run  by  snapping  a  single  pistol  at  tljein,  &;c.  They 
had  with  ihem,  for  the  use  of  the  l\Iinlstry,  one  of  J.  F  .  .  's 
plans  of  Delaware  Bay  and  River,  whereon  they  liad  de- 
scribed the  place  where  the  chevaux-de-frise  were  fixed. 
IJesides  these,  and  many  more  villanous  contrivances,  they 
were  taking  home  the  outlines  for  a  print,  to  be  struck  off 
in  London,  showing  Kearsley's  late  exhibition  in  the  cart, 
going  through  the  streets  of  Fhiladclpliia  with  the  mob, 
some  of  whom  he  undertakes  particularly  to  describe,  to 
wit :  Bradford,  he,  Sic,  many  of  whom  were  actually  nr>t 
there,  and  he  every  now  and  then,  by  snapping  his  pistol. 
made  them  run,  8ic.  His  abuse  of  the  Congress,  Commit- 
tees, &c.,  in  his  letters,  is  intolerable — such  as  Rebels,  lice. 
After  the  Committee  of  Safety  had  examined  them  and 
the  contents  of  the  letters,  they  sent  a  pilot  boat  down  the 
river  to  overtake  the  ship,  to  bring  up  Carter,  nnd  to  search 
the  box  of  letters,  and  to  bring  all  of  them  that  they  sup- 
posed to  be  from  or  to  suspicious  persons.     This  boat  re- 
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turned  Sunffaij  afternoon,  hrouylit  Carter  and  put  liim  in 
jail,  and  also  brou^lit  a  number  of  lelters  belonjiuig  to  and 
wrote  by  otlier  persons.  Tlie  Coinniiitee  of  Saleiy  has 
been  sitiinsr  on  tiiese  ailairs  ail  lliis  day,  but  1  iiave  been  so 
closely  confined  to  Congress  to-day,  lliat  I  do  not  yet  iinovv 
what  tliey  have  done,  or  what  others  are  accused. 

Yours,'  ILc,  C.*:sAR  Rodnev. 

]\Ir.  T/tomns  Bodnci/.  

PRKSinF.NT   OF   CONGRESS   TO   f.KNERAL    SCHUYLKH. 

I'hilailolpliia,  October  9,  1775. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  intelligence  was  designed  to  be  for- 
warded on  the  day  of  its  date,  but  the  arrival  of  fresh  ad- 
vices from  you  prevented  it.  1  now,  by  order  of  Congress, 
enclose  you  sundry  resolutions  entered  into  by  tbein  on  the 
14th  of  Scj)tcmhcr  last,  respecting  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Strhigcr&s  Director  of  the  Hospital  and  Chief  Physician, 
and  several  other  orders  respecting  the  hospital;  and  a 
direction  to  the  Connnissary  to  pay  Doctor  Stringer  the 
amount  of  costs  of  medicines  purchased  by  him  for  the  use 
of  the  Army,  and  orders  that  the  Commissary  furnish  such 
other  medicines  as  you  shall  direct. 

I  am  directed  by' the  Congress  to  inform  you,  that  if  you 
judge  it  necessary,  they  approve  of  your  appointing  a  suit- 
able person  for  a  Brigade-.Major  in  your  department. 

Your  several  letters  have  been  duly  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  arc  now  under  the  consideration  of  a  Committee. 
As  soon  as  they  report,  and  the  Congress  have  come  to 
resolutions  thereupon,  the  result  shall  be  immediately  trans- 
mitted to  you.  But  they  have  directed  me  to  forward  to 
you  by  this  express,  under  the  escort  of  two  of  the  Light- 
Horse  of  this  City,  what  silver  and  gold  can  be  collected 
in  the  time,  lest  you  should  be  in  want  ;  and  I  have  ac- 
cordingly sent  you  six  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  Pounds,  Philadelphia  currency.  A  fuither  sum  will 
be  forwaided  you  by  the  exjjress  that  carries  }  ou  the  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  on  the  various  parts  of  your  letters  ; 
which  will  be  despatched  in  a  kw  days. 

I  have  nothing  further  in  charge  from  Congress  to  com- 
inunicate.  I  hope  your  next  will  give  us  the  pleasing  ac- 
count of  the  restoration  of  your  health.  That  you  may 
have  the  fidl  enjoyment  of  that  blessing,  and  that  success 
may  crown  your  expedition,  is  the  wish  of,  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  j^^^^.  „,,,,„,^_  President. 
To  Major-General  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  You  will  please  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
money.      Enclosed  is  the  invoice  ol'  the  money. 


i;oi!i:rt  r.  Livingston  to  new-york  congress. 

Manor  of  Livingston,  October  9,  1775. 

SiK  :  I  have  received  yours  by  Mr.  Jf'ntkins,  who  was 
here  this  morning.  As  1  was  not  sure  there  was  any  pow- 
der ready  at  my  mill,  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  send  him 
back  six  miles  at  an  uncertainty.  1  have  also  received 
your  order  to  send  two  hundred  pounds  to  the  Committee 
at  Albany;  this,  my  powder-maker  has  promised  should 
be  ready  to-morrow,  when  1  shall  have  an  o|iportunity  to 
send  it  up  by  Captain  Doie. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  m}-  mill  dues  not  turn  olT 
lialf  so  much  as  1  expected  ;  it  is  partly  owing  to  my  car- 
jienter  committing  some  faults  in  the  formation,  though  I 
had  sent  him,  at  my  expense,  to  sec  those  in  Pennsylvania. 
I  am  building  a  stove-room  to  dry  the  powder  in,  which  I 
was  not  told  was  wanted  till  lately,  and  am  promised  it 
shall  go  better  for  the  future.  Out  of  the  ])owcler  mixed 
with  water,  sent  me  from  Athany,  1  have  made  one  thou- 
sand and  twenty  pounds  very  good,  the  last  pait  of  which 
was  sent  up  some  days  ago.  When  1  get  the  last  receipt 
I  shall  send  it  down  to  you.  My  powder-maker  thinks  it 
hard  you  should  order  him  to  send  up  two  lumdrcd  weight 
to  the  Committee,  at  twenty  I'ounds,  when  he  can  retail 
as  nuich  as  he  can  make,  at  six  Shillings  tlie  pound,  and 
si'U  by  it  the  hundred  pounds,  at  twenty-live  Pounds.  How- 
ever, what  you  have  ordered  shall  be  sent,  and  the  price 
left  to  tlie  Congress. 

I  remain,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Robert  R.  Livingston. 
To  ymluiniel  fVoodhull,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Congress 

of  :S  t  !<•-  York. 


P.  S.  1  have  above  nine  hundred  pounds  of  saltpetre, 
sent  from  Connecticut  by  one  Mr.  Jabez  Hamlin.  How- 
must  the  powder,  when  made,  be  disposed  of:  I  should 
also  be  glad  to  know  upon  what  terms  the  Philadelphia 
])owder-men  work,  and  shall  not  ask  any  more  than  they 
iiave,  whatever  it  be.  I  have  also  about  four  hundred 
pounds  of  saltpetre,  sent  me  from  Albany,  belonging,  1 
suppose,  to  the  publick.  This,  when  worked  up,  must  be 
disposed  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Congress,  which 
I  should  he  "lad  to  have. 


OFH(  EKS    OF    MINI  TE-.MEN,    PAWLING   S    PRECINCT,   DUTCH- 
ESS  COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Minute  Company  of  Pairling's 
Precinct,  on  the  !)th  day  of  October  instant,  at  the  house 
of  IViUiam  Conroy,  sn'id  Company  made  choice  of  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  for  their  Officers,  viz  :  Captain,  Phineas 
Woodard  ;  First  Lieutenant,  Comfort  Shaw  :  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, jVarA:  IVilliams  ;   Ensign,  G'/(/eo)(  Oasterhout. 

Under  the  inspection  of 

Andrew  Morhans,    }  ,^        •,,       -n 
,,  ^.  '    ^  Lomimttet-Min. 

liENJAMiN  Sherman,  3 


tlOVERNOUR  TRUMHULL   TO   CONTINENTAL   CONGRESS. 
[Head  October  ^5,  1775.] 

Lebanon,  October  9,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  30tli  of  September  last  was  de- 
livered me  the  dth  instant.  Our  General  Assembly  meet- 
ing on  the  day  appointed  for  the  proposed  conference,  ren- 
dereth  it  inconsistent  with  my  duty  to  attend  the  latter. 
Shall  appoint  a  proper  person  or  persons  to  represent  this 
Colony  at  the  conference  with  the  Coimiiittee  from  your 
Congress. 

it  is  unhappy  that  jealousies  should  be  excited,  or  dis- 
putes of  any  sort  be  litigated  between  any  of  the  Colonies, 
to  disunite  them  at  a  time  our  liberty,  our  property,  and 
our  all,  is  at  stake.  If  our  enemies  prevail,  whicli  can  hap- 
pen only  by  our  disunion,  our  jealousies  will  then  appear 
altogether  groundless,  and  all  our  disputed  claims  oi  no 
value  to  either  side. 

Mr.  Kirklund,  who  will  deliver  this,  appears  to  me  a 
virtuous,  religious,  and  very  useful  gentleman,  deserving 
the  countenance  and  assistance  of  the  honouiahle  Congress 
of  the  United  Colonies,  to  enable  him  to  secure  the  friend- 
shi[)_of  the  Indians,  and  prevent  their  taking  up  the  hatchet 
against  us.  The  iSeir-Kngland  and  Tlrginia  Colonies 
have  been  more  especially  misrepresented  to  the  savages, 
as  having  injurious  designs  upon  them. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  sincerity.  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  very  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Trumbuij-. 
The  Hon.  President  Hancock. 


GOVERNOUR  TRl  MIU  LI,   TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  October  9,  1775. 

Sill  :  I  ha\e  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  '^Ist  of  September.  Have  no  disposition  to  increase 
the  weight  of  your  burdens,  which,  in  the  multiplicity  of 
your  business,  must  be  sufiiciently  heavy  ;  nor  inclination 
to  disturb  the  harmony  so  necessary  to  the  lia]i))y  success 
of  our  ])ublick  operations:  am  persuaded  no  such  diliiculty 
will  any  more  happen. 

It  is  unhappy  that  jealousies  should  be  excited,  or  dis- 
putes of  any  sort  be  litigated  between  any  of  the  Colonies, 
to  disunite  them  at  a  time  our  liberty,  our  ])ioperty,  our  all, 
is  at  stake.  If  our  enemies  prevail,  which  our  disunion 
may  occasion,  our  jealousies  will  then  appear  frivolous,  and 
all  our  disputed  claims  of  no  value  to  either  side. 

Yours  of  the  5th  was  delivered  me  the  (>th.  Have  not 
heard  of  the  small  fleet  you  mention  ;  imagine  their  pri- 
mary object  is  Newport ;  they  may  likewise  design  an 
attack  on  some  of  our  Towns.  The  letter  enclosed  to  the 
Commissnry-General  was  delivered  him  at  his  arrival  on 
Saturday.  President  Hancock's  letter,  of  the  ;30th  Sep- 
tember, was  delivered  me  the  4th  instant,  rerjuesting  me 
to  meet  the  Committee  from  the  Congress,  on  the  )-2th,  at 
Cambridsre,  to  confer  touching  the  continuing,  supporting, 
and  rcL'ulating  the  Continental  Army.  Our  General  As- 
sembly meeting  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  proposed  con. 
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ference,  renileretli  it  inconsistent  with  uiy  duty  to  attend 
tiie  latter.  Agreeable  to  their  desire,  shall  appoint  a  pro- 
per person  to  represent  the  Colony  at  the  conferenee.  Ex- 
pect to  obtain  the  I'avour  of  Deputy-Governonr  Griswold 
to  accept  such  appointment.  Had  the  meeting  been  earlier, 
it  would  have  afforded  me  satisfaction  to  have  attended, 
given  nie  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  you  and  the  other  gen- 
tlemen, besides  gratifying  my  curiosity  to  see  the  works  the 
Army  have  made. 

I   am,  with  great  truth  and  esteem,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  very  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Thumbull.. 
His  Excellency  General  Waahin^ton. 


HAJOK   CHRISTOPHER    FUKNCn   TO   CiENHRAI,   W  ASH  IN(:TO.V. 
Hartford,  October  9,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  was  fivoured  last  night  with  your  letter,  which 
I  inu'^t  acknowledge  was  very  diflerent  from  what  I  ex- 
pected. First.  Because  you  ground  your  reasoning  upon 
the  treatment  your  olKcers  meet  with.  Secondly.  Because 
you  say  you  cannot  help  expressing  some  surpiise  that  I 
should  contest  points  of  mere  punctilio.  Thirdly.  Sir,  you 
are  pleased  to  term  me  a  voluntary  insUument  of  an  avari- 
cious and  vindictive  Ministry  :  and,  fourthly  ;  you  say  you 
do  not  know  whether  the  liberty  of  wearing  our  swords 
was  taken  or  given.  1  should  not  have  placed  these  ex- 
tracts from  yoiM-  letters  so  near  to  each  other,  without  an- 
swering them  in  their  order,  only  it  appears  to  me  1  can 
thereby  answer  them  with  more  brevity  and  precision. 

With  respect.  Sir,  to  the  treatment  your  officers  meet 
with,  I  informe<l  you  in  my  last  letter,  thai  I  had  told  the 
Committee  here,  that  our  wearing  our  swords  was  a  matter 
already  granted  by  the  Committee  at  Philadelphia,  and 
could  not  be  counteracted  with  justice,  propriety,  or  hon- 
our to  us.  Of  this,  Sir,  you  have  not  taken  any  notice  in 
your  letter  to  me  ;  though  I  must  think  it  should  be  con- 
sidered of  some  weight,  as  it  was  granted  by  that  Con)mit- 
tee  to  which  we  gave  our  paroles  as  to  the  whole  United 
Colonies  ;  and  therefore  conceived  what  was  agreed  to  by, 
or  in  the  name  of  all,  could  not  be  counteracted  by  a  part. 
I  cannot,  for  the  same  reason,  in  answer  to  its  being  a  mere 
punctilio,  be  of  opinion  that  it  can  be  considered  in  that 
light.  An  agreement  once  made,  I  conceive  should  be 
binding  to  both  parties;  and  could  1  be  capable  of  acting 
contrary  to  my  parole.  I  make  no  doubt,  Sir,  you  woulrl  be 
among  the  first  to  condemn  me.  Have  I  not,  for  the  same 
reason,  a  right  to  expect  that  what  was  agreed  to  on  the 
part  of  the  Committee  to  whom  we  gave  our  paroles,  in 
the  name  of  the  Twelve  United  Provinces,  should  be  as  in- 
variably adhered  to?  Would  it  not  be  the  greatest  mean- 
ness (not  punctilio)  in  us  to  submit  tamely,  and  without 
resenting  it  ? 

As  I  never  held  any  commission  from  a  Minister,  I  can- 
not conceive  with  what  propriety  you  can  call  me  a  Ministe- 
rial officer.  You  are  pleased  to  observe  I  am  an  old  officer. 
True,  Sir.  I  have  served  His  Majesty  King  George  the 
Third,  and  his  royal  grandfather,  near  thirty-three  years, 
1  flatter  myself  with  honour;  I  have  always  done  it,  and 
do  so  still,  from  that  motive  ;  and  shall  at  all  times  think  I 
do  right  in  obeying  his  Ministers,  acting  under  his  legisla- 
tive power  (as  I  am  satisfied  they  now  do)  from  constitu- 
tional principles.  If  you  will  be  pleased  to  revise  my  last 
letter,  you  will  see  1  acquainted  you  in  it  (as  I  have  done 
ai;ain  in  the  preceding  part  of  this)  that  the  Committee  at 
Philadelphia  had  agreed  to  our  wearing  our  swords.  I 
am  therefore  greatly  at  a  loss  to  account  for  your  saying 
you  do  not  know  whether  the  liberty  of  wearing  them  was 
given  or  taken.  1  am  inclinable  to  suppose  your  saying  it 
must  have  been  from  inadvertence,  as  I  cannot  believe  you 
could  suppose  me  capable  of  telling  an  untruth.  1  did  not 
communicate  my  letter  to  the  Committee  here,  as  1  think 
it  would  be  extremely  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  any 
commander-in-chief,  to  show  letters  written  to  him  to  the 
Committee  of  a  little  paltry  Town  like  Hartford  ;  nor  could 
1  have  conceived  a  set  of  men  of  their  penetration  and 
worldly  knowledge  could  have  communicated  that  para- 
graph at  which  you  take  umbrage,  viz:  "That  I  would 
liave  acted  vigorously,"  &c.  I  was  asked  by  Mr.  Paine, 
if  I  would  not  fij;lit  ai^'ainst  the  Colonies,  if  at  liberty?  and 
answered,  I  would  ;  in  which  might  have  been  included, 


that  I  would  endeavour  to  reduce  them  ;  but  I  did  not  say 
so;  and  must  appeal  to  you,  Sir,  if  the  question  need  or 
should  have  been  asked.  The  answer  was  obvious ;  and, 
therefore,  it  could  only  be  asked  with  a  design  to  have 
something  to  say.  I  told  tliein,  therefore,  that  I  gloried  in 
serving  my  King  and  Coimtry,  and  should  always  do  so  ; 
and  I  glory  even  in  repeating  it  to  you. 

As  tiiere  is  no  church  here  of  our  persuasion,  we  should 
esteem  it  as  a  particular  favour  if  you  diieet  us  to  be  re- 
moved to  Middletown,  where  there  is  one,  and  is  but  fifteen 
miles  distant. 

I  am  to  thank  you.  Sir,  for  the  genteel  reasons  you  as- 
sign for  not  determining  with  respect  to  the  suords;  but, 
as  I  flatter  myself  you  may  alter  your  sentiments,  upon 
your  considering  candidly  my  reasoning  upon  it,  I  hope 
you  now  will,  as  I  cannot  think  of  paying  compliments, 
which  I  conceive  inconsistent  wiih  our  liunoui-,  even  though 
we  were  to  remain  longer  than  the  ten  mDnihs  (if  not  ex- 
changed) which  are  unexpired. 

1  am  convinced.  Sir,  you  will  not  think  the  worse  of  me 

for  supporting  my  honoiu'  as  a   man — as  a  British  officer, 

which,  in  all  situations,  1  am  determined  to  do,  as  long  as 

I  have  power  to  subscribe  myself,  Sir,  }our  most  obedient 

and  most  hiujihle  servant,  ,,  ,, 

'  Christopher  r  rench. 


FROM    A   (TENTLEMAX    AT    BlUSTOI,,   RH01>C-1  SI,  AND,   TO   HIS 
FRIEND   IN    NEW-YORK. 

liristol,  October  12,  177.5. 

Dear  Sir:  Having  oljserved  in  the  last  Newport  Mcr- 
runj  an  imperfect  account  relative  to  the  conduct  of  His 
iMajesty's  Ships,  under  the  command  of  Captain  JVallace, 
at  Bristol,  \is\.  Saturdaij  w^\\{,  I  embrace  this  opportunity 
to  give  to  you  a  true  and  particular  detail  of  facts  that  took 
place,  from  their  anchoring  in  the  harbour  till  they  left  the 
Town. 

On  Saturday,  the  7th  instant,  P.  M.,  appeared  in  sight 
off  this  harbour  a  very  formidable  fleet,  consisting  of  six- 
teen sail,  viz  :  three  men-of-war,  one  bomb  ketch,  and 
other  armed  vessels,  all  which,  excepting  the  Glasgow, 
(which  ran  ashore  at  Parjuash  Point,)  drew  up  in  a  line  of 
battle,  from  one  end  of  the  Town  to  the  other.  Soon  after 
they  had  moored,  a  barge  came  from  the  Rose  to  the  head 
of  a  wharf,  with  the  Lieutenant,  who,  asking  if  there  were 
any  gentlemen  on  the  wharf?  William  Bradford,  being 
present,  answered,  yes  ;  whereupon,  the  Lieutenant  inform- 
ed him  Captain  Wallace  had  a  demand  to  make  on  the 
Town,  and  desired  that  two  or  three  of  the  principal  men 
or  Magistrates  of  the  Town  would  go  on  board  his  ship, 
within  an  hour,  and  hear  his  proposals,  otherwise  hostilities 
would  be  commenced  against  the  Town.  The  above  gen 
tleman  replied,  as  a  Magistrate,  that,  in  his  opinion.  Cap- 
tain IVallace  was  under  a  greater  obligation  to  come  ashore 
and  make  his  demands  known  to  the  Town,  than  for  the 
Magistrates  to  go  on  board  bis  ship  to  hear  them;  and 
added,  that  if  Captain  IVallace  wonkl  come  to  the  head  of 
the  wharf  the  next  morning,  he  should  be  treated  as  a  gen- 
tleman, and  the  Town  would  consider  of  his  demands. 
With  tills  answer  the  Lieutenant  returned  on  board  the 
Rose.  The  inhabitants  being  made  acquainted  with  the 
aliove  conversation,  repaired  to  the  whaif,  and  waited  with 
the  utmost  impatience  for  a  reply  from  Captain  Wallace, 
till  an  hour  had  expired,  when  the  whole  fleet  began  a  most 
heavy  cannonading,  and  the  bomb  vessel  to  bombard  and 
heave  shells  and  carcasses  into  the  Town,  which  continued, 
without  intermission,  an  hour  and  a  half.  In  the  mean 
time.  Colonel  Potter,  in  the  hottest  of  the  fire,  went  u[)on 
the  head  of  the  wharf,  hailed  the  Rose,  went  on  board,  and 
requested  a  cessation  of  hostilities  till  the  inhabitants  might 
choose  a  Committee  to  go  on  board  and  treat  with  Captain 
Jf'allace;  which  request  was  complied  with,  and  six  hours 
were  allowed  for  the  above  purpose.  Colonel  Potter  re- 
turned, and  made  a  report  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection, 
who  chose  a  select  Committee  to  hear  Captain  Wallace's 
demands,  which,  after  they  had  gone  on  board,  Captain 
Wallace  informed  them  were  a  supply  of  two  hundred 
sheep  and  thirty  fat  cattle.  This  demand,  the  Committee 
replied,  it  was  impossible  to  comjily  with,  for  the  country 
people  had  come  in  and  drove  off  their  stock,  saving  a  few 
sheep  and  some  milch  cows. 

After  some  hours  had  expired,  during  the   ncgotiatleu 
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uilhout  coinlr.;,'  to  any  a<;ieemei]t,  CiipUiiii  11  (illncc  told 
iheiii,  1  liave  this  one  proposal  lo  make:  "  If  you  will 
promise  to  supply  me  with  Ibrty  sheep,  at  or  bifore  twelve 
o'clock,  1  will  assuie  you  that  another  gun  shall  not  he  dis- 
char-ed."  The  Committee,  seeing  themselves  reduced  to 
the  distressing  alternative,  either  to  sujjply  their  most  in- 
veterate enemy,  or  devote  to  the  llames  the  Town,  with  all 
the  goods,  besides  near  one  hundred  sick  persons,  w  ho  could 
not  he  removed  without  the  ulujost  hazard  of  their  lives; 
I  say,  seeing  themselves  reduced  to  this  dreadful  dilemma, 
of  two  evils,  reluctantly  chose  the  least,  by  agreeing  lo  sup- 
ply them  with  forty  sheep  at  tlio  time  appointed,  wliich 
was  punctually  performed. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  John  Uuri  lia\in^r  been  confined  to 
his  house  by  the  camp  dlstcmp'T,  when  llie  cannonading 
began,  left  his  habitation  to  seek  some  place  of  safely,  and 
the  next  day  was  found  di-ad  in  a  neighbouring  field.  It 
is  conjectured,  that,  being  overcome  with  fear  and  fatigue, 
i;C  fell  down,  and  was  unable  to  raise  himself  up,  and  so 
expired.  A  child,  al<o,  of  Captain  Timotlnj  jngra/uiw, 
having  been  removed  in  the  rain,  died  the  next  day. 

WliLit  equally  challenges  our  admiration  and  gratitude  to 
Coil,  is,  that  no  more  lives  were  lo-t,  or  persons  hurt,  by 
such  an  incessant  and  hot  fire,  the  streets  being  full  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  the  whole  time.  The  shrieks  of  the 
women,  the  cries  of  the  children,  and  groans  of  the  sick, 
would  have  extorted  a  tear  from  even  the  eye  of  a  JSero ; 
but  I  forbear;  no  words  can  describe  the  dreadful  scene. 

.\fter  the  ships  had  received  their  supply,  and  stole  about 
ninety  cheeses  and  some  poultry  from  Pajiiu/iinsli,  they 
weighed  anchor,  and  moored  at  l'aj)iirjua.-ih  Point.  The 
next  day  (being  Tucsdai/)  they  went  into  Bristol  ferry- 
way,  and  fired  a  nuuiber  of  shot  at  the  houses  and  people 
on  each  shore,  where  three  of  them  got  aground  ;  but  the 
tide  rising  towards  evening,  they  left  us,  and  have  not  n)o- 
Icsted  us  since.  A  great  number  of  dwelling-houses,  Sic, 
were  shot  through,  but  suflered  very  little  damage.  A  can- 
non ball  entered  a  disiill-house,  then  passed  through  three 
hogsheads  and  barrels  of  rum,  and  spilt  their  contents. 


MA.Mli-nr.NT.RAL    liOWE   TO   THi:    KARL   Of    DARTMOl   IH. 

Uosioii,  Odoiiei-  ;i,  1 :?.-.. 

I\lv  Eoni):  General  G'azc  having  communicated  to  me 
your  Lordship's  separate  letter  of  the  iid  o(  August  last, 
in  obedience  to  your  Lordship's  commands,  1  trouble  you 
with  my  ideas  upon  the  sul)ject  of  the  ensuing  campaign. 
i3ut  I  must  beg  leave  to  premise,  tliat  this  Town,  witliout 
the  most  unforeseen  accident,  will  be  in  no  danger  from  the 
cnemv  during  the  winter:  on  tlie  contrary,  that  the  re-en- 
forcement of  two  thousand  men  or  five  JJ.itlalions,  frojn 
Irelanil,  will  enable  us  to  di-tress  the  Rebels  by  incursions 
alon"  the  coast ;  and  1  hope  I'oii.sinoiit/i,  in  .\civ-llamp- 
shirc,  will  feel  tlie  weight  of  His  Majesiy's  arms  in  the 
course  of  that  season. 

Fi'om  the  jiresont  appearance  ami  strength  of  the  Rebel 
.\rmy,  and  from  the  extent  His  Majesty's  Troops  now 
occupy  for  the  defence  of  this  place,  nothing  material  will 
jirobably  be  attempted  during  the  remainder  of  the  cam- 

The  Army  will  shoitly  have  lull  employment  in  prepar- 
ing quarters  for  the  wintei',  that  we  may  get  under  cover 
bv  the  middle  of  A"oi'r«(//(.'r,  or  sooner,  if  exjiedicnt.  A 
fortification  is  lately  begun  near  the  extremity  of  the 
Town,  on  the  Roxhurij  side,  on  which  six  hundred  men 
are  daily  at  work,  and  in  this  state  there  is  only  a  proper 
relief  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  The  corps  upon  the 
heights  of  C/ittrlcstoini  is  also  employed  in  s(.'curing  that 
jHj'^t  for  the  w  inter. 

In  answer  to  your  liOrdsi 


ensuing  cami 


should  oi 


whole  force?  1  beg  leave  to  say. 
cauqiaign  from  this  (|narler  would 
hazard,  as  well  from  t 


,  ^ „  .....n'iili  ol   tlic  coumiy  as  horn 

lie  intrenched  jiositions  the  Rebels  have  taken,  from  which 
hey  probably  would  not  be  forced  without  considerable 
o~s  on  our  jiart  ;  and  from  the  difficulty  of  access  farther 
into  the  country,  they  would  ha\e  every  ad\aiUage  in  the 
lofence  of  it  on  their  side,  bein^:  indefatigable  in  raising 
!ii;l(l-work  =  ,  which  they  judiciously  suppose  must  wear  us 
lovvn   by   rejieated  onset'^,  whereas   thcv  are  so  numerous 


in  this  part  of  the  country,  that  they  would  not  feel  the 
loss  they  might  sustain  in  the  least  degree  of  proportion 
with  us;  neither  could  we  prevent  them  fiom  having  sup- 
plies of  all  denominations  from  the  Southern  Colonies,  or 
even  preserve  the  communication  between  the  Army  and 
this  Town  without  diiBculty.  I  may  add  to  this  the  con- 
siderable expenses  attending  carriages,  artillery,  k.c.,  from 
tlie  want  of  a  water  conveyance  fiom  hence,  except  for  a 
short  distance. 

Your  Lordship's  second  query  regards  the  division  of 
the  ■'\riny,  for  the  possession  of  Neiv-  York  and  this  Town. 
I  am  humbly  of  opinion  that  our  strength  at  jjiesent  is  not 
adequate  to  the  undertaking.  The  Generals  Gage,  Clin- 
ton, and  Burgoync,  having  declared  the  same,  1  am  to 
wait  His  Majesty's  further  pleasure  on  this  head  ;  in  the 
mean  time,  the  utmost  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  health 
and  discipline  of  the  Troops. 

If  my  orders  shall  be  to  leave  a  force  here  for  the  jM'e- 
servation  of  the  Town,  and  to  proceed  with  the  remainder 
to  j.Ytic- I'or/i,  I  beg  leave  to  intimate  to  your  Lordshij), 
that  not  less  than  five  thousand  men,  or  eight  or  nine  Hat- 
talions,  upon  the  proposed  plan  of  augmentation,  will  be,  in 
my  limnble  opinion,  suflicient  for  the  service  required. 
Such  a  force  having  IMajor-General  Clinton  at  the  head  of 
it  would  probably  find  employment  fur  an  Army  of  ten 
ihousand  Rebels. 

And  I  would  propose  twenty  Battalions  to  compose  the 
ilivision  for  }\ew-York,  which  would  be  near  twelve  thou- 
sand men:  this  corps  to  be  employed  in  opening  a  com- 
munication with  Canada  in  the  first  instance,  leaving  five 
Battalions  for  the  defence  of  the  City  of  JSciv-Yorh. 

There  would  then  remain  three  ihousand  Regulars  for 
QiicUrl-,  who,  with  three  or  four  thousand  Canadians, 
and  some  hundred  Indians,  would  compose  the  Army  of 
Canada.  But  whether  these  numbers  for  Qucbcck  would 
be  adequate  to  the  service  required  on  that  side,  I  do  not 
presume  to  give  an  ojiinion. 

The  accomplishment  of  the  primary  object  for  opening 
the  communication  being  obtained  by  ihe  two  Armies,  and 
seemed  by  proper  posts,  in  which  operation  the  reduction 
of  the  Rebels  in  the  Province  of  Aett'- I'c/rA;  must  in  some 
mea-ure  be  includeil,  these  corps  might  take  separate 
routes  into  the  Province  ol'  Miissarliusctls-Bai/,  as  circum- 
stances may  arise. 

But  I  am  humbly  of  opinion,  that  by  the  entire  evacua- 
tion of  this  Town,  and  taking  liold  of  Bliodc-Llaitd  with 
the  force  proposed  for  tliis  place,  the  .Vrmy  would  be 
better  connected,  and  the  corps  would  act  with  greater 
elilel  on  that  si;le,  from  w  hence  it  might  jjossibly  penetrate 
into  the  countiy  ;  w  hereas,  in  this  station,  it  could  only 
defend  the  ])ost,  and  perhaps  make  some  few  incursions 
for  fresh  provisions,  without  the  power  of  reducing  the  in- 
habitants. The  diversion  it  would  occasion,  by  drawing 
after  it  a  large  jiorlion  of  the  Rebel  Army,  would,  1  ima- 
gine, be  equal  in  both  situations;  but  being  in  that  of 
Rhode-Island,  it  would  occasion  such  a  jealousy  in  Con- 
iwclicul,  that  the  Army  furnished  by  that  Pro\ince  would 
probably  be  kept  at  home  for  its  defence. 

And  for  the  blockade  of  this  harbour,  shoukl  that  mea- 
sure be  expedient  upon  the  Town  being  evacuated,  a  small 
force  might  probably  be  intrenched  with  security  on  some 
commanding  spot  in  the  neighbourhood  of  yiantaskii 
Road,  for  the  convenience  ol  the  shipping,  which  I  sup- 
pose  might   lie   there   f.r  the  purpose  of  blockading  the 

General  Gage  will  have  the  honour  of  informing  yoiu' 
Lordship  of  the  steps  lie  has  taken  fir  the  immediate 
defence  oUlalifoi. 

Voui  Loi(l>liip  lia\ing  been  pleased  to  say  that  the 
siixngth  (ij  the  American  Arm}"  for  the  ensuing  spring 
shall  amount  lo  twenty  thousand  men,  may  I  hope  it  may 
he  composed  of  tiiirty-f)ur  ]>attalions  of  ten  Companies, 
at  fil'iy-nine  rank  and  file,  according  to  the  proposed  plan 
of  augmenialinii,  wliiidi  \vill  ])roduce  the  number  required 
ol  regulu'  Ini'aniry,  upon  whom  we  must  depend  for  deci- 
sion :  Weie  it  expedient  to  add  six  Battalions  to  the 
thirty-four  already  proi)osed  for  the  American  Army, 
amounting  to  about  five  thousand  men,  by  an  equal  parti- 
tion of  them  between  the  Canada  and  Bhodc-Island  divi- 
sions 1  have  no  doubt  of  the  eflticis  being  adequate  to 
the  extra  expense  incurred  by  such  addition. 
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The  early  aiiival  of  the  destined  re-enforcement  in  the 
spring,  is  of  such  material  consequence  to  His  Majesty's 
service,  that  1  am  persuaded  it  is  needless  for  me  to  trou- 
ble your  Lordship  with  any  solicitations  upon  so  essential 
a  point.  But  1  should  hope  the  Troops  for  the  Boston 
division  may  be  embarked  by  the  beginning  of  Februari/, 
in  which  case  they  may  be  expected  here  about  the  time 
I  should  wish  the  campaign  to  open,  in  the  middle  or  latter 
end  of  April. 

1  beg  leave,  at  the  same  time,  to  request  an  additional 
number  of  Surgeons  for  the  general  hospitals. 

May  I,  in  this  place,  entreat  your  Lordship's  counte- 
nance and  protection  in  the  jiromotion  of  the  additional 
Companies  for  some  old  and  experienced  ofHcers  upon  this 
duty,  who,  by  their  good  services,  have  rendered  them- 
selves worthy  of  His  Majesty's  most  gracious  favour? 
The  passing  of  them  by  at  this  juncture  would  de|)rive 
the  Army  of  that  spirit  which  has  been  so  conspicuous 
among  its  officers  this  camimign  ;  but  as  General  Gngc 
will  have  the  honour  of  laying  their  names  before  His  Ma- 
jesty, I  shall  not  presume  to  trouble  your  Lordship  further 
on  this  subject. 

I  am,  &.C.,  W.  Howi:. 

ELBRIDGE  GKURV  TO  SAMUEL  ADAMS. 

Watertown,  October  9,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  SejHembcr  26lh. 
It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  hear  that  your  ride  on 
horseback  has  contributed  to  your  health.  I  hope  the 
friends  of  ^meriVn  who  are  transacting  the  most  imj)or- 
tant  concerns  of  their  Country,  will  not  fnid  the  want  of 
so  valuable  a  blessing. 

I  unite  in  your  opinion,  that  the  eyes  of  friends  and  foes 
are  fixed  on  this  Colony;  and  if  jealousy  or  envy  can  sully 
its  reputation,  they  will  not  miss  the  opportunity.  Great 
attempts  have  been  made  to  do  this  by  representing  the 
expenses  of  the  camp  as  unreasonable.  These  expenses 
have  been  great,  but  they  only,  who  do  not  know  our 
situation  would  call  thetn  extravagant.  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  the  first  attack  was  made  on  this  Colony  ;  that 
we  had  to  keep  a  regular  force,  without  the  advantage  of  a 
regular  Government  ;  that  we  had  to  support  in  the  field 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  thousand  men,  when  the  whole 
forces  voted  by  the  other  New-Eiiglund  Governments 
amounted  to  eight  thousand  five  hundred  only.  That 
\eti-IJampshire  found  it  impracticable  to  support  its  own 
Troops  at  so  short  notice,  and  was  for  a  considerable  time 
actually  supplied  with  provisions  from  this  Province.  That 
after  we  had  ransacked  the  sea-poits,  and  obtained  all  that 
was  not  wanted  for  their  immediate  support,  and  had 
stopped  two  cargoes  of  (lour  owned  in  Boston,  it  was 
found  that  all  the  poik  and  grain  in  the  Government  would 
not  more  than  supply  the  inhabitants  and  the  Army  until 
the  new  crops  came  in,  and  that  there  was  no  uay  left, 
unassisted  as  we  were  by  the  Continent  or  any  other  Co- 
lony, for  we  never  had  a  barrel  of  Continental  Hour  to 
supply  the  Army,  but  to  wiite  a  circular  letter  to  every 
Town  in  the  Counties  of  Worcester,  Hampshire,  and 
Berkshire,  desiring  them  in  the  most  pressing  terms  to 
send  in  provisions,  and  engaging  that  the  inhabitants 
should  be  allowed  the  customary  price  in  their  respective 
Towns,  anil  the  teamsters  the  usual  rate  for  carting.  But 
for  this  measure,  the  forces  of  this  Colony  and  JS'cir-ilamp- 
ihire  must  have  dispersed. 

My  attention  is  directed  to  the  fitting  out  of  privateers, 
which  I  hope  will  make  them  swarm  here.  Is  it  not  time 
to  encourage  individuals  to  exert  themselves  this  way  ? 
General  Ciagc,  before  the  commencement  of  hostilities, 
destroyed  or  confiscated  the  provisions  then  collecting  for 
the  Army;  and  can  we  hesitate  at  this  time  about  the  pro- 
jiriety  of  confiscating  vessels  employed  by  him  to  infest 
the  coasts  or  sup[)ly  his  Troops,  or  can  we  doubt  the 
propriety  of  encouiaging  individuals,  by  jriving  them  tho 
advantage  resulting  from  their  reprisals,  when  it  is  cert;iin 
that  other  plans  will  not  meet  wiih  such  success  as  uill 
[irohably  attend  this  ? 

If  the  Continent  should  fit  out  a  heavy  ship  or  two, 
and  increase  them  as  circumstances  shall  admit,  the  Colo- 
nies large  privateers,  and  individuals  small  ones,  surely  we 
may  soon  expect  to  see  the  coast  clear  of  cutters.     The 
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saltpetre  discoveries  are  lately  veiy  great.  Attention  is 
paid  here  to  the  manufacture,  and  it  is  hoped  that  ere 
long  the  manufactory  of  powder  will  be  equally  promoted. 
AVhen  I  say  attention,  I  mean  the  attention  of  individuals  ; 
it  is  not  yet  generally  practised  through  the  Government, 
Doctor  ff 'hi ting  is  ordered  to  set  up  a  leech  here,  that  the 
members  of  the  Court,  seeing  the  process  as  by  him  re- 
ported, may  be  able  to  direct  the  works  in  the  recess  of 
the  Court  in  their  respective  Towns. 

The  manufacture  of  fire-arms  is  not  less  an  object  of 
regard.  A  Committee  of  both  Houses  is  upon  the  Militia 
bills,  and  great  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  this  matter. 
I  wish  to  see  the  IMilitia  formed  not  only  into  Battalions, 
but  also  Brigades,  with  Brigadiers  for  each  County,  to  be 
under  the  direction  of  the  Generals  of  the  Continent  when- 
ever they  are  called  to  re-enforce  the  Army  ;  this  adopted 
thioughoiM  America  must  be  evidently  advantageous  wiien- 
ever  the  enemy  shall  make  incursions  that  nnist  be  repulsed 
by  the  militia,  and  such  we  may  probably  expect. 

With  respect  to  the  Army  nothing  new  occurs,  unless  it 
be  the  affair  of  Doctor  Church,  which  continues  as  when 
I  wrote  Mr.  Paine.  He  is  confined  under  a  guard  of  fifty 
men,  without  being  permitted  to  communicate  with  any 
one.  Numbers  of  flat-bottom  boats  are  building  in  Cam- 
bridge River,  to  carry  about  fifty  men  each,  but  whether 
with  design  to  go  to  Boston  or  otherwise,  I  know  not.  The 
camp  is  generally  easy  and  healthy.  Pray  make  my  re- 
spects to  your  brethren  from  this  Colony,  and  believe  mc 
sincerely  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

E.  Gerry. 

P.  S.  Since  closing  the  above,  I  observe  by  extracts 
from  the  prints  that  the  Parliament  is  adjourned,  and  the 
Ministry  vigorous  in  their  measures.  If  they  are  sending 
to  Hanover  for  Troops,  as  well  as  to  Ireland,  is  it  not 
time  for  us  to  think  of  alliances  ?  We  may  depend  on 
their  pushing  matters  with  the  utmost  violence,  if  the 
American  Tories  can  effect  or  they  themselves  dare  to 
attempt  it.  The  Colonies  are  daily  improving  in  the  an 
of  war,  and  will  soon  be  invincible;  but  if  foreign  force  is 
employed  against  us,  we  may  be  greatly  puzzled,  unless 
we  endeavour  at  the  same  thing,  especially  by  our  want  of 
military  stores  before  our  manufactures  are  further  ad- 
vanced. If  any  ill  consequences  from  such  a  measure  be 
dreaded,  may  it  not  be  asked,  what  consequence  can  be 
more  miserable  to  America  than  its  subjugation  ?  What 
is  more  to  be  dreaded?  What  more  fatal?  We  have 
hitherto  been  foremost  in  our  plans.  I  hope  the  same 
spirit  will  continue. 


S.    MOVLAN   AND   J.   (iLOVER  TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 
Salom,  Monday,  October  9,  1775. 

Sir  :  We  were  too  sanguine  in  our  expectations  on  Sa- 
turday, wliich  occasioned  Mr.  Moylan  to  tell  Mr.  Reed 
that  one  of  the  schooners  would  be  ready  for  the  sea  on 
Thursday  next.  It  is  diflicult  to  procure  carpenters  to  put 
them  in  the  necessary  order.  We  therefore  think  it  will 
be  Saturday  before  the  first  will  be  ready  to  sail  ;  on  that 
day  we  would  recommend  to  your  Excellency  to  order  the 
Captain  and  his  company  to  set  off:  on  the  fVcdnesday 
ensuing,  we  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  other  vessel  will 
be  properly  fitted. 

There  has  some  difiiculties  occurred  in  the  hire  of 
those  vessels,  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  they  should 
be  found.  It  is  customary  for  them  to  have  but  three  sails — 
mainsail,  foresail,  and  gib;  these  are  sufficient  for  the  voy- 
ages they  usually  make.  The  owners  justly  remark,  that 
were  they  to  purchase  the  other  sails  necessary  for  tho 
present  purpose,  the  hire  of  the  vessels  would  he  inade- 
quate to  the  expense.  There  are  many  objections  made,  of 
a  similar  nature,  which  we  had  no  other  method  of  com- 
promising than  agreeing  that,  on  iheir  part,  ihey  shall  put 
their  vessels  in  the  same  good  order  and  condition  which 
they  would  be  obliged  to  do,  were  they  hired  to  take  in  a 
c-.n'i'o  fur  the  IVcst-Indies  or  elsewhere  ;  and  on  ours,  that 
what  extra  expense  may  accrue  from  the  nature  of  their 
pres.cnt  employment  must  be  a  publick  charge. 

Colonel  Glover  has  given  the  strongest  proofs  of  his 
good  opinion  of  the  schooner  commanded  by  Captain 
BroUi!;htoii :  he  has  ventured  his  brother  and  his  favourite 
son  oil  board  of  her.    However,  lest  any  blame  may  lie  w  itli 
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him,  if  any  misfortune  sliouki  happen,  (which  6'o  J  avert,) 
lie  will  be  pleased  to  iiave  the  Captain  and  his  company 
removed  to  a  vessel  of  better  lame  for  saiiin;,'.  We  have 
for  this  purpose  hired  a  sciiooner  from  Mr.  Stevens,  of 
Mnrblchend.  Siie  is  noted  for  her  good  qualities,  and  will 
he  ready  to  take  in  the  Hannah's  company  and  stores  in 
twelve  or  fourteen  days;  the  extra  sails,  &ic.,  on  hoard  the 
latter  will  serve  for  her.  She  is  taken  up  on  the  same 
terms  with  the  other  two — four  shillings  jier  ton  per  niomh, 
or  five  shillings  four  pence,  lawful  money. 

Your  Excellency  may  be  assured  we  have  used  our  best 
diligence  in  transacting  this  business,  which  w^e  will  coii- 
tiiuie  to  do  in  fitting  them  out,  appointing  agents,  and  in 
every  command  you  may  please  to  honour  us  with. 

We  have  the  honour  to  he,  with  due  res|)ect,  your  Ek- 
cellency's  most  obedient  and  hninhle  servants, 

Stei'hen  Movlan, 
John  Glovkk. 

P  S.  Yesterday  afternoon,  about  five  o'clock,  were  seen 
coming  out  ol'  Boston  harbour,  and  this  morning  about  six 
o'clock,  ofF  JMarbleheail,  twf)  large  ships  of  war,  a  schooner, 
and  a  sloop,  steering  a  N.  N.  E.  course.  It  is  apprehended 
they  are  going  to  Portsmouth.  Mr.  Moijlan  will  set  out 
for  liiat  place  to-morrow. 


rAKLlA>Ii:NT   ^n^    il;F.f,AN». 

Diii.liii  Cuslle,  October  10,  1770. 

This  day,  the  Parliament  having  met,  according  to  the 
prorogation,  his  Excellency  Simon,  Earl  of  Harcouri,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  General  and  General  Governour  of  //<■:- 
lanil,  went  in  state  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  being 
seated  on  the  Throne,  with  the  usual  sclenmity,  the  gen- 
tleman Usher  of  the  I31ack-liod  was  sent  with  a  message 
from  Ills  Excellency  to  the  House  of  Commons,  signif)ing 
his  pleasure  that  they  should  immediately  attend  his  Ex- 
cellency in  the  House  of  Peers  ;  the  Commons  being  come 
thither  accordingly,  his  Excellency  made  the  following 
speech  to  both  Houses  : 
yii/  Lorils  and  Gentlemen  : 

Y'our  distinguished  loyally  to  llio  King,  )c)u 
tion  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  Gover 
your  well  regulated  zeal  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
your  Country,  have  made  so  sensible  an  impression  on  my 
mind,  during  a  three  years'  residence  amongst  yon,  that, 
encouraged  by  the  experience  of  what  1  have  seen,  it  is 
with  the  most  sincere  satisfaction  I  meet  you  agi'.in  in  Par- 


st  alicn- 
L^nt,  and 


laded   tl 


eniertain  a  grateful  sense  of 
the  blessings  you  enjoy  under  the  mild  and  firm  Govern- 
ment of  the  best  of  Sovereigns;  and  His  Majesty  relies 
on  the  known  zeal  and  loyally  of  his  subjects  of  Ireland, 
that,  whilst  his  Governmont  is  di-;|iirl)e(l  by  a  rebellion 
existing  in  a  part  of  h\s  Ann  rhioi  I  )iiinini(iii'<,  you  will  be 
ready  to  show  your  inviohdilc  .iiiMciiniciii  to  his  jierson 
and  Government,  in  the  assertion  of  hi- jii-l  rights,  and  in 
the  support  of  his  legal  aiilbority. 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons  : 

I  have  ordered  the  proper  accounts  and  estimates  to  be 
laid  before  you,  that  you  may  he  enabled  to  judge  of  the 
provisions  necessary  to  ho  made  for  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  His  Majesty's  establishmenl-;,  and  for  discharging  an 
arreai'  which  has  been  uinnuidalil}'  iiicuiied. 
Ml/  Lords  anil  Gentlemen  : 

1  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that,  since  your  last  meeting. 
His  Majesty's  tender  concern  for  the  welfare  of  this  King- 
dom haih  induced  him  to  jiass  several  laws  in  the  British 
Parliament,  highly  beneficial  lo  your  cominerce,  your  manu- 
factures, and  your  agricullmc 

By  the  act  which  extends  the  great  advantai^es  of  Bri- 
tish fisheries  to  Jrclund,  a  source  of  Industry  and  wealth 
is  opened  to  you,  which  has  made  other  Nations  great  and 
flourishing:  let  me,  therefore,  recommend  to  your  earnest 
attention  the  improvement  of  advantages  tending  so  ob- 
viously to  promote  your  navinalion  and  trade,  in  the  pur- 
suit of  which  you  may  depend  upon  my  warmest  assistance 
and  support. 

The   act  which   allows   the  cluiliiii!,'   and   accoutrcmenls 
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cular mark  of  the  royal  favour ;  and  even  that  which 
allows  the  importation  of  rape-seed  into  Great  Britain, 
from  this  Kingdont,  under  certain  regulations,  connected 
with  those  salutary  laws  passed  in  your  last  session,  form 
such  a  system  of  agriculture  and  ini|)rovement  as  will,  i 
trust,  secure  riches  and  plenty  to  the  |)eople  of  Ireland. 

A  bounty  granted  by  Great  Britain  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  llax-seed  is  so  marked  a  recommendation  of  the 
linen  manufacture,  that  it  becomes  needless  for  me  to  urge 
the  most  persevering  application  to  that  staple  of  your 
Country. 

The  Protestant  Charter  Schools,  an  insiilulion  eslab- 
Thhed  on  the  principles  of  wisdom  antl  humanity,  and  so 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  present  state  and  circumstances 
of  this  Kingdom,  are  eminently  entitled  to  your  considera- 
tion and  care. 

On  my  part,  you  may  be  assured  that  1  -hall  continue 
faithfully  to  re|)rescnt  jour  lo\alty  and  zi'al  to  His  Ma- 
jesty ;  and  that  1  shall  cheerfully  co-operate  with  you  in 
whatever  may  tend  to  advance  the  prosperity  and  lui|ip!- 
ness  of  this  Kingdom. 

Sir  Charles  Bingham  enlarged  on  His  .Majesly's  good- 
ness to  Ireland,  and  the  gratel'ul  sense  his  subjects  ought 
to  entertain  of  the  same,  which  demaniled  a  stronger  ex- 
pression of  zeal  and  duty  than  ordinarily;  adding,  that  these 
acts  hatl  been  |)rincipally  obtained  by  the  attention  of  Lord 
Ilarcourt,  ami  the  assiduity  of  Sir  John  Blaijuierc.  He 
thought,  if  the  House  were  cold  on  the  alFair  o(  Arnerica, 
it  would  make  tlie  Americans  persist  longer  in  their  rebel- 
lion ;  but  if  unanimous  in  their  loyalty,  it  would  bring  it 
soon  to  an  end,  and  prevent  other  Nations  from  assisting 
them.  He  then  moved  lor  an  address  to  His  Majesty, 
which  he  read  ;  and  it  was,  as  usual,  a  repetition  of  the 
speech  in  every  point,  with  thanks  for  continuing  Lord 
Ilarcourt  as  Lord  Lieutenant. 

The  address  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Townlcy  Balfour. 

Mr.  Fonsonhy  rose  to  oppose  agreeing  to  that  jiart  of 
the  address  relative  to  the  Americans,  which  he  was  sorry 
was  brought  into  question  there,  as  it  was  highly  impru- 
dent to  do,  since  the  House  could  not  decide  upon  it,  as 
no  man  there  was  master  of  the  subject,  for  want  of  proper 
materials  and  proper  evidence;  nay,  even  if  they  had  both, 
it  was  a  subjectt  too  nice,  too  delicate,  and  too  high,  for  the 
Commons  o(  Ireland :  nay,  it  was  also  premature,  as  the 
British  Parliament  would  meet  in  a  few'  days,  and  they 
ought  to  wait  for  their  determination.  Besides,  they  might, 
by  intermeddling,  make  themselves  subject  to  requisitions 
for  assistance  not  in  their  |iower  to  give  ;  that  taking  notice 
of  American  afTairs  was  like  embarking  on  the  w  ide  At- 
lantick  Ocean,  w  ithout  a  compass  to  steer  by,  or  provisions 
for  the  voyage.  He  instanced  the  social  war  of  the  lio- 
mans,  which  was  forced  to  be  compromised,  to  avoid  de- 
struction to  the  Empire.  He  then  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, in  lieu  of  the  paragraph  in  the  address,  to  say,  "  the 
Commons  were  concerned  to  see  differences  arise  between 
His  Majesty's  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  his  Colo- 
nies ;  tiiat  they  relied  on  his  paternal  care  to  heal  this 
breach  ;  and  though  they  had  hitherto  been  silent  on  this 
aft'air,  they  should  now  be  wanting  in  their  duty,  if  they 
did  not  express  their  hopes  of  a  reconciliaiion ;  and  if,  after 
the  oiler  of  conciliatory  measures,  the  Americans  should 
still  stand  out,  bis  faithful  subjects  of  Ireland  would  do  their 
utmost  to  support  him." 

Mr.  Co»o//y  seconded  this  amendment,  and  said  he  had, 
in  the  British  I'arliament,  opposed  every  act  against  the 
Americans:  that  they  ought  not  to  promise  any  thing  on 
that  head,  as  it  would  tend  to  a  demand  for  a  supply,  to 
enable  Britain  to  subdue  the  Colonies,  and  the  next  step 
would  be  to  tax  Ireland  in  the  British  Parliament;  for  it 
had  been  already  as^(Mled  there,  that  they  had  an  absolute 
lii^iit  In  ilii  "'o,  wiihoui  their  consent. 

.Mr.  Ci'irg':  Oi,'7e  urged  it  was  wrong  to  bring  even  the 
idea  oi'  America  into  the  House — for  if  you  take  the  part 
of  the  Americans,  you  irritate  England;  and  if  you  assist 
Britain,  you  thereby  vote  away  your  own  liberties — that 
they  ought  not  too  hastily  fix  the  stain  of  rebellion  on  two 
iniliions  of  fellow-subjects  ;  that  ihe  English  longed  for  the 
Ri^k-lands.  and  if  you  vote  the  Americans  to  he  rebels  fnr 
resl-liiig  a  taxaliou  where  they  are  not  repiescnted,  \\lnt 
can  voii  -^iiv  wben  the  English  will  tax  vou  ? 
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Sir  Edward  Xcwen/iam  spoke  on  tlie  same  side  of  the 
question,  and  observed,  if  lliey  voted  against  America, 
whenever  matters  were  decided,  the  Americans  would  re- 
member it,  and  not  take  a  yard  of  our  linen,  nor  send  us 
any  of  their  dour,  in  any  extremity. 

Sir  Jo/iii  JJIaf/uicre  replied,  that  the  address  was  only 
to  testify  our  loyalty,  and  nothing  further;  that  the  original 
dispute  was  now  lost  in  the  consequences;  that  he  was  not 
empowered  to  call  ihe  Americans  by  any  other  name  than 
that  of  Rebels;  that  no  supply  would  be  asked  orex|)ected 
on  their  account  ;  and  that,  on  the  Scottish  rebellion,  and 
all  other  wars,  the  Commons  always  addressed  to  declare 
their  loyalty.  He  added,  that  any  mention  in  ihe  English 
House  of  a  right  to  tax  Ireland  was  only  the  rash  opinion 
of  some  individuals,  not  that  of  Government,  and  was 
wrong-founded;  and  this  address  would  be  of  great  effect 
to  end  the  quarrel,  when  the  Rebels  found  they  could  have 
no  countenance  from  hence. 

Mr.  Conolly  spoke  again,  adding,  that  the  promise  made 
at  the  augmentation,  of  leaving  twelve  thousand  men  always 
here,  for  our  defence,  was  now  broken. 

Mr.  Yelverton  said  he  expected  a  different  motion  from 
the  gentleman  who  made  it ;  that  he  could  not  call  the 
Americans  rebels,  without  at  the  same  time  allowing  the 
right  and  authority  of  the  British  Parliament  to  tax  them  ; 
and  no  slavery  can  be  more  perfect  than  to  be  taxed  where 
men  are  not  represented.  He  dwelt  on  the  same  arguments 
with  Mr.  Fonsonhy  and  Mr.  Ogle,  and  said  he  would  agree 
to  the  amendment,  rather  than  the  original  address;  but 
had  rather  every  thing  relative  to  America  should  be  to- 
tally omitted. 

Mr.  Dennis  Dah/  observed,  that  the  idea  of  taxing  Ire- 
land was  to  be  found  in  the  King's  speech  at  the  opening 
of  the  last  sessions  of  Parliament;  but,  indeed,  they  might 
permit  Ireland  to  have  one,  whilst  the  members  would  be 
tools  to  rteece  the  pnblick. 

Mr.  Ilussey  Burgh  said  the  motion  was  too  sudden,  and 
they  had  not  time  lo  determine.  No  money  could  be  voted 
without  passing  through  a  phalanx  of  Conmiittees ;  but 
here  a  vote  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  their  liberties 
was  urged  in  a  moment.  It  might  he  a  feather  in  the  cap 
of  the  Minister,  but  it  had  a  poisoned  dart  to  the  interests 
of  Ireland  joined  to  it.  Gentlemen  might  argue  on  decla- 
rations against  taxing  Ireland ;  but  should  thirty  thousand 
English  swords  enforce  that  doctrine,  the  eloquence  of 
gentlemen  would  be  but  a  weak  defence  against  them.  On 
what  authority  could  they  vote  ihc  Americans  rebels?  On 
none  but  newspapers;  and  he  hoped  the  rit;ht  honourable 
gentleman  would  move,  that  the  proper  oflJcers  (jirinters' 
devils)  should  lay  them  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Bushc  said  such  an  address  would  most  infallibly 
produce  a  requisition  for  a  supply  to  enforce  the  war  against 
America;  and  if  we  agree  to  it,  the  next  ste[i  will  be  to 
tax  h-cland  in  the  British  Commons. 

M\:  Hiissci/  Burgh  agreed  it  would  be  best  to  leave  out 
the  entire  mention  of  America. 

Mr.  James  Brown  spoke  against  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  House  divided  :  Ayes, 
for  the  amendment,  forty-nine  ;  noes,  against  it,  ninety- 
nine. 

Mr.  Gardiner  then  moved,  that  the  whole  clause  rela- 
tive to  the  Americans  should  be  expunged. 

Colonel  Brown  opposed  it,  and  said  the  whole  troubles 
there  arose  from  a  speech  of  Lord  Chatham's,  which  was 
as  unintelligible  as  St.  Athanasius's  Creed. 

The  House  divided :  Ayes,  for  keeping  the  clause,  ninety; 
noes,  for  expunging  it,  fifty. 

Captain  JVilson,  just  before  the  question  was  put,  said, 
no  reward  the  King  could  give  could  satisfy  his  conscience, 
if  he  voted  for  the  clause. 

Mr.  Husscij  Burgh  then  opposed  the  promise  of  grant- 
ing for  airears,  and  moved  the  question  for  adjournment, 
on  which  the  House  divided:  Ayes,  for  adjournment,  ihirly- 
nine  ;  noes,  against  it,  eighty-two. 

Mr.  Charles  Bingham  agreed  to  add  the  word  unavoid- 
able before  arrears;  and  then  the  House  agreed  to  the  ad- 
tlress,  and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  it  up. 

Colonel  Ross  moved  an  address  lo  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant;  which  was  carried;  and  the  House  adjourned,  as  it 
was  near  twelve  o'clock. 


Wcdneed^iy,  October  11,  1775. 

The  Resolutions  for  the  Address,  read  last  night,  having 
been  committed.  Sir  Charles  Effingham  reported  from  the 
Committee  the  Address  pursuant  thereto;  which  was  read, 
first  entire,  then  paragraph  by  paragraph. 

When  the  clause  relative  to  the  Americans,  which  had 
been  yesterday  the  chief  bone  of  contention,  was  read 
again,  Mr.  .luhn  Hatch  proposed  to  leave  it  entirely  out; 
but  since  the  great  majority  on  the  former  question  for  that 
purpose  sulliciently  showed  him  that  it  was  necessary  to 
take  some  notice  of  the  American  troubles,  and  to  testify 
to  the  King  the  loyalty  of  the  Commons,  he  wished  gen- 
tlemen would  agree  to  another  clause  which  he  had  framed, 
and  he  hoped  woulil  satisfy  every  member.  This  clause 
imported  "to  assure  His  Majesty  of  the  unalterable  loyalty  of 
his  Irish  subjects,  who  would  be  ready  to  testify  their  hearty 
attachment  to  his  person  and  Government,  in  all  his  just 
rights,  and  the  support  of  his  legal  authority,  whensoever 
his  Government  shall  be  disturbed  in  any,  even  the  most 
distant  part  of  his  Dominions." 

Though  this  clause  seemed  to  answer  every  intention, 
yet  many  gentlemen  adhered  fnndy  to  the  words  of  the 
address,  which  were  a  transcript  of  those  in  the  speech 
bom  the  throne  ;  and  a  debate  ensued,  which  was  carried 
on  with  great  ekxjuence.  The  arguments  of  the  preceding 
day  were  recapitulated,  with  very  few  additional  reasons  ; 
for  indeed  the  subject  had  been  then  sufficiently  canvass- 
ed, and  need  not  be  repeated  here.  Such  as  were  either 
new,  or  set  in  a  different  light,  were  to  the  following  pin- 
port  : 

The  eagerness  with  which  gentlenien  who  supported  the 
original  address  insisted  on  the  very  words,  and  so  strenu- 
ously opposed  any  alteration,  though  they  carry  the  same 
meaning,  seems  to  evince  that  some  particular  design  was 
couched  under  them  ;  that  it  was  intended,  doubtless,  to 
convey  an  ajiprobation  of  those  Ministers  whose  counsels 
had  caused  and  increased  the  troubles  in  America,  a.nA  now 
breathe  nothing  but  terrour  to  its  people.  These  counsels 
might  be  fatal,  and  to  a|)prove  them  indiscriminately,  with- 
out sufficient  grounds,  (and  no  evidence  was  before  the 
House,)  would  only  assist  the  British  Ministry  to  deceive 
the  people,  and  blind  the  King.  It  was  said  this  address 
was  intended  only  to  demonstrate  the  loyalty  of  the  Com- 
mons ;  and  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Sir  John  Bla- 
quierc)  had  declared  there  was  no  supply  to  be  asked 
now,  in  consequence  of  this  testimony.  Perhaps  none 
might  be  asked  now,  but  in  all  probability  it  soon  may; 
and  then  it  might  be  told  they  had  pledged  themselves  to 
the  King  to  assist  him  against  the  Rebels.  But  it  seemed 
evident  this  clause  was  inserted  for  another  particular  pur- 
pose. Lord  Chatham  had  said,  in  the  British  Parliament, 
that  Ireland,  to  a  man,  was  in  favour  of  the  Americans;  and 
this  addiess  was  intended  as  a  reply  to  that  speech,  and  to 
insinuate  that  it  was  the  general  sense  of  the  L'ish  Nation, 
expressed  by  their  Representatives,  that  the  Americans 
were  in  actual  rebellion.  But  it  was  well  known  many 
gentlemen  in  the  House  were  of  a  contrary  opinion,  as  well 
as  the  generality  of  the  people  without  doors.  An  hon- 
ourable gentleman  (Mr.  Solicitor-General)  had  yesterday 
mentioned  the  Proclamation,  and  mentioned  pains  and 
penalties  hanging  over  those  who  should  act  contrary 
thereto.  But  members  of  Parliament  were  not  to  be  in- 
timidated by  such  words  from  a  freedom  of  speech  and  a 
freedom  of  discussion  ;  for  proclamations  are  of  no  avail, 
unless  sanctified  by  law — their  intent  is  not  to  make  law, 
but  to  declare  and  promulgate  what  the  law  is.  The  jire- 
sent  dispute  is  not  between  Ireland  and  the  Colonies,  with 
whom  she  has  no  connection,  but  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  Colonies;  and  it  would  be  as  absurd  to  take  a  part, 
as  it  would  be  if  they  were  told  a  rebellion  was  broke  out 
in  the  East-Indies.  It  was,  indeed,  an  important  subject, 
as  great  as  ever  came  before  any  Senate;  but  it  would 
be  highly  imprudent  to  interfere.  Is  it  not  clear  it  would 
deprive  them  of  their  chartered  rights?  and  if  resistance 
against  those  who  would  tear  their  liberties  from  them  is 
deemed  rebellion,  all  honest  men  would  be  rebels  ;  that 
those  who  say  this  clause  is  only  to  show  loyalty  and  zeal, 
deceive  the  House.  It  is  more — it  is  to  decide  that  the 
Americans  are  rebels,  without  any  means  of  judging  clearly 
they  are  so.     It  is  evident  they  had  a  tax  imposed  on 
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them,  witliout  their  consent;  whicli  tax  was  to  be  paid  into 
the  British  Treasury,  and  not  to  centre  in  the  Colonies 
tlieinselves.  Tlie  resistance  against  such  taxation  ougiit 
no  more  be  styled  rebellion  than  that  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution,  which  was  brought  about  by  resisting  against 
oppressions.  These  arguments  were  principally  used  by 
Mr.  Hatch,  iMr.  Chapman,  Mr.  French,  iMr.  George  Mont- 
tromeri/,  Mr.  Barry  Barry,  Mr.  Ogle,  &.C.,  tec. 

On  tiie  other  side,  it  was  urged  by  Mr.  llclUn,  Ca|)iain 
Josephson,  Colonel  Burton,  and  Mr.  Carletun,  that  the 
\vords  ni  the  address  were  proper.  His  Majesty  iiad  ac- 
(juainted  the  House  wiili  the  most  material  and  im])orlant 
occurrence  that  had  happened  since  the  last  session  of  Par- 
liameiii ;  and  hoped  that,  whilst  ihe  American  subjects  had 
de|)arted  from  tiieir  duly,  his  subjects  ol'  Ireland  would  lay 
their  hearts  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  testify  their  loy- 
alty and  their  intention  to  support  his  just  rights  and  legal 
authority.  Could  they  refuse  to  do  that?  This  was  all 
that  was  expected,  and  less  tliey  could  not  do  with  any 
degiee  of  duly  and  consistency.  The  amendment  implied 
a  doubt  that  the  Americans  were  in  rebellion  ;  but  can  there 
be  a  doubt  ?  Is  not  America  in  open  war  against  the  King's 
forces?  Is  tiot  all  civil  order  dissolved?  Is  not  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Colonies  in  the  hands  of  usurpers?  In 
this  case  our  silence  would  be  deemed  an  approbation  of 
their  measures.  A  neulraliiy  is  impossible;  as  it  would  be 
im|)olitick  to  be  maintained,  as  it  would  allront  both.  'I'he 
Irish  must  declare;  and  for  whom  is  it  most  just,  most 
prudent  to  declare?  For  Britain,  who  was  breaking  down 
the  barriers  against  our  trade,  encomaging  our  manufac- 
tures, and  extending  our  commerce  ;  or  America,  who  had 
refused  to  trade  with  us?  The  Proclamation  was  not  with- 
out sudicient  authority — it  was  legali'/x'd  by  the  resolutions 
of  both  the  Lords  and  Commons— and  the  Karl  of  Chat- 
ham's speech  was  not  held  of  that  consequence  to  be  con- 
tradicted expressly  by  an  address  of  that  House,  for  many 
of  his  speeches  were  more  famous  for  their  boldness  than 
their  veracity. 

Mr.  Ilussey  Burgh  had  hitherto  been  silent,  and  had 
been  employed  in  liaming  a  fresh  clause,  as  he  thought 
that  proposed  by  Mr.  Hatch  went  too  far.  It  promised 
assistance  against  any  disturbances,  wlii(di  this  Country  was 
not  able  to  allord.  He  communicated  his  amendment  to 
that  gentleman,  who  consented  to  withilraw  that  which  he 
had  made.  Mr.  Hussey  Burgh  then  moved  for  the  adoption 
of  his  clause,  whicli  was,  "  to  assure  Mis  Majesty  of  their 
concern  to  hear  that  his  Government  has  been  disturbed 
by  any  dissensions  in  America;  but  they  had  a  firm  reli- 
ance on  the  wisdoivi,  justice,  and  mercy,  of  His  Majesty's 
counsels,  to  terminate  them  in  the  manner  that  would  be 
mo>t  advantageous  to  the  whole  of  iiis  Dominions." 

This  motion  raised  a  fresh  debate,  in  whicdi  most  of  the 
former  grouiul  was  trod  over  again.  Col.  Bron-n  urged  the 
necessity  of  contradicting  the  assertion  of  Lord  (Chatham. 

iMr.  Gardiner  said  the  British  Ministry  were  acting 
like  those  rash  practitioners  who  |)resciibe  immediate  am- 
juitation,  when  any  infiammatioti  or  gangrene  comes  on, 
which  might  be  cured  by  gentler  means;  and  that  agreeini; 
with  the  words  of  the  original  clause  would  carry  us  hir- 
tiier  than  we  were  aware. 

Ca|)laiii  llamillon  gave  a  Vi\\<s,  Av\:\\\  of  the  procrc(hiti;s 
of  the  dilTerent  Administrations,  from  .Mr.  Gnin-illt  to  Lord 
yiorth;  said  the  last  war  was  meicl\-  -.iw  ylitn  riiuii  w:ir  ;is 
it  was  undertaken  solely  on  their  acconm  ;  nnci^'licd  stion.r. 
ly  against  their  ingratitude  and  their  hi'ha\  iour  in  regard  to 
the  ti'a,  and  concluded  they  were  ab-olutely  rebels. 

Mr.  Holmes  spoke  in  favour  of  the  address;  and  Mr. 
Dillon  declared  he  shouhl  bo  against  ibe  amenchncnt,  as 
he  was  against  making  any  mention  at  all  of  the  Amlri- 
cans. 

Mr.  Hussry  Ihirgh  expres-ed  lii^  t(  rnmr  of  the  con=e- 
(|uences  that  would  result  liom  jl)inlll^  to  an  a.lihc-s  which 
sup|)orted  sanguinary  measures,  and  uigcil  a  Mndiciivc  Ad- 
ministration to  proceed  to  the  last  extremities.  If  the 
Americayis  were  brought  on  their  knees  to  the  Minister, 
as  had  been  the  favourite  expression,  they  could  expect 
nothing  but  slavery.  A  conqueror,  when  beheld  his  sword 
over  the  head  of  the  vanquished,  has,  indeed,  been  known 
to  spare  his  life,  bnt  never  to  give  him  liberty.  To  kce]) 
tiie  subdued  Colonies  in  a  slate  of  subjection  would  rcciuire 


a  large  standing  Army;  and  these  troops  would  be  ready, 
whenever  required,  to  come  over  and  destroy  the  liberties 
of  the  other  subjects.  Ireland  would  then  be  enslaved, 
since  those  who  are  slaves  themselves  are  the  fittest  to  en- 
slave others;  and  Great  Britain  itself  would  then  become 
only  the  seat  of  a  wide-extended  despotism.  It  is  evident 
Britain  has  not  relinquished  her  design  of  destroying  the 
rights  of  this  Kingdom  ;  she  has  torn  off  already  one  of 
the  valuable  privileges  of  a  free  nation,  an  appeal  to  the 
House  of  Lords;  and  the  book  written  by  Molyneiix,  m 
defence  of  Irish  rights,  was  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mon hangman.  They  only  wait  an  opportunity,  and  it 
would  be  wiong  to  give  them  the  least  handle  for  one.  An 
honourable  gentleman  (Captain  Jephsun)  has  called  the 
Americans  the  off>pring  of  convicts,  the  outcasts  of  this 
Country.  Many  of  them  are  so;  but  why  this  cruel  in- 
sult on  persons  guilty  of  no  crime?  The  law  spared  the 
lives  of  their  forefathers,  who  were  criminals;  but  it  is 
tenfold  cruelty  to  destroy  their  guillless  children.  Many 
gentlemen  have  doubtless  undertaken  to  do,  as  it  is  called, 
the  King's  business  in  the  House,  and  are  to  be  properly 
considered  for  it;  but  this  is  the  Minister's  business,  and 
ougdit  to  have  an  extra  charge. 

S\r  John  Blarjuiere  leplied,  and  repeated  that  no  supply 
was  wanted  in  consequence  of  this  address.  He  urged, 
that  the  acts  in  favour  o{  Ireland  were  resolved  on  before 
the  war  broke  out  in  America,  and  therefore  not  held  out 
as  any  inducement  to  this  expression  of  loyalty  ;  that  it 
would  shortly  appear  that  twenty-five  thousand  Pounds 
per  amuim  had  been  saved  on  the  military  establishment, 
and  near  eighty  thousand  Pounds  on  contingencies  ;  there- 
fore, the  King  well  deserved  any  dutiful  expressions. 

Mr.  Conolly  and  Jlr.  Yelrerton  replied,  in  behalf  of  the 
amendment.  The  latter  said  a  proffer  of  loyal  hearts 
would  soon  bring  on  a  supply  for  tiie  American  war,  as  it 
was  well  known  the  Irish  never  gave  their  hearts  without 
their  hands;  that  the  Ministry  were  acting  the  wish  of  Ca- 
ligula. They  had  cut  off  the  rights  of  thirteen  or  four- 
teen Colonies  at  once  ;  Ireland  would  be  next,  and  then, 
when  liberty  had  but  one  neck,  that  too  would  be  lopjied 
off  at  one  stroke. 

Mr.  Frimc  Serjeant  and  Mr.  Solicitor-General  dwelt  on 
the  impropriety  of  the  address;  and  the  question  being  ])ut 
on  agreeing  to  the  amendment,  the  House  divided:  Ayes, 
fifty-two  ;  noes,  ninety-two. 

When  the  question  was  put  on  the  original  clause,  Mr. 
Dillon  opposed  it,  and  the  House  tlivided  a  second  time: 
Ayes,  ninety;  noes,  fifty-four.  Majority  for  the  chuise, 
thirty-six. 

Thus  the  Address  was  agreed  to.  as  was  that  to  the 
Lord  liienlcnaut,  rep<jrted  by  Colonel  Boss. 


Capiaiii  fl'ihon  said,  that  as  his  knowledge  of  American 
]U)hiieks  was  only  derived  fiom  newspa[)ers,  he  was  con- 
\ine(il.  as  such  authority  had  heretofoie  been  deemed  un- 
worthy the  attention  of  the  House,  of  his  incompetence  to 
discuss  the  subject,  although  he  was  fixed  in  bis  sentiments : 
for  which  reason  he  did  not  take  a  part  in  (lie  debate  yes- 
ter.lay.  He  sni.l  that  il  had  he,  n  much  complained  of, 
that  L'enileinen  too  oheii  caiiie  into  the  House  jiredeter- 
ninied  hnw  they  would  \ote,let  the  arguments  be,  on  either 
side,  however  cogent;  but  that  he  ihouglit  on  some  occa- 
sions it  was  expedient  and  necessary  for  gentlemen  who 
did  not  make  politicks  ilirir  entire  study.  To  su])port  his 
position,  he  said,  ihai  the  vaiiity  of  contradictory  asser- 
tions which  often  ha|i|>.  ned  in  llie  House,  must, on  subjects 
ol'  inqiortaiicc,  mia\  cld.ihly  bewilder  the  understanding  of 
many.  Vnr  iiisi.niee.  that  he  had  heard  it  asserted  that 
the  i;o'ate~i  |iait  of  His  .Majesty's  Colonies  were  now  in  a 
slate  of  rebellion,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  they  were 
only  conlendini;  for  their  natural  rights,  in  oi)posilion  to  a 
tyiaimiek  Ministry.  He  heard  it  said,  that  the  American 
proceedings  W(Me  abhorred  by  almost  all  His  jMajesiy's 
subjects;  and  that  he  had  heard  it  insisted,  that  an  i'nfinite 
majority  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  wished  them  an 
emancipation  from  their  oppression,  as  the  probable  conse- 
quence of  the  Ministry  issuing  their  design  on  America 
luw^l  be  the  inevitable  vassalage  o{  Ireland.  That  he  had 
heard  it  insinuated   that  a  great   man,  well   known    in  llie 
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plitical  world,  was  a  man  of  fire  without  judgment,  and 
words  without  truth ;  that  by  otiiurs  it  was  alleged  he 
was  revered  by  every  friend  of  the  Constitution,  and  was  a 
most  able  and  unrivalled  statesman.  That  he  heard  it  said, 
the  import  of  the  clause  in  tiie  address  respecting  the  Ame- 
rican disputes,  was  of  no  other  consequence  than  to  declare 
our  attachment  to  His  Majesty;  and,  on  the  oilier  hand, 
he  heard  it  strenuously  contended,  that  it  was  a  very  dan- 
gerous foundation  for  a  more  dangerous  superstructure. 
That  he  heard  it  asserted  the  Jimcricans  were  an  infamous, 
fanatick  banditti,  consisting  of  the  outcasts  of  both  King- 
doms ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  as  warmly  maintained,  that 
they  were  a  wealthy,  honest,  brave,  industrious  people, 
toiling  to  enjoy  their  natural  rights.  He  then  said  he  would 
not  at  that  time  pretend  to  give  an  opinion,  but  that,  if  they 
were  that  desperate  gang  as  represented,  they  were  very 
unfit  to  be  trusied  with  dangerous  weapons ;  wherefore,  he 
begged  to  submit  a  proposal  to  the  consideration  of  gentle- 
men ;  which  was,  that  in  the  next  address  they  should  insert 
the  I'ollowing  clause : 

'•  Tlnit  His  Majesty's  Ministers  may  graciously  take  into 
consideration  the  dangerous  effects,  on  His  Majesty's  liege 
Troops,  by  those  inhuman  weapons  called  ii(le-guns;  and 
that  they  may  be  jileased  to  issue  a  proclamation  forth- 
with, that  such  of  the  Provincial  Troops  as  are  called  Rille- 
nien  be  disbanded,  and  the  barrels  of  their  guns  be  turned 
into  plough-irons;  and,  by  way  of  punishment  to  those  who 
have  made  use  of  such  weapons,  that  they  may  be  con- 
verted into  plough-horses;  and  if  any  difficulty  should  at- 
tend the  execution  of  such  orders,  that  said  men  and  gims 
be  sent  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  Caiia- 
ila,  who  will  very  soon  have  the  matter  aceoinplishcd,  as 
they  do  not  find  the  least  trouble  in  much  more  miraculous 
transformations." 

Tlie   House  then  adjourned   till  Tuesday,  the  --ilth  iii- 


Dublin  Castlu,  Octobei'  13,  177:.. 

The  House  of  Lords  and  Conmions  having  resolved 
upon  humble  Addresses  to  His  Majesty,  the  same,  together 
with  Addresses  from  both  Houses  to  the  Lord  Lieuteisant, 
were  this  day  presented  to  his  Excellency,  and,  with  his 
Excellency's  Answers,  are  as  follows. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majcslij. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and   Tem- 
poral, m  Parliament  assemble/!. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
do  most  humbly  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our 
unalterable  loyalty  to  and  imdiminished  zeal  for  your  Ma- 
jesty's royal  person,  family,  and  Government. 

We  return  your  Majesty  our  sincerest  thanks  for  con- 
tinuing his  Excellency  Simon,  Earl  Harconrt,  in  the 
Government  of  this  Kingdom,  whose  distinguished  merit 
in  the  high  stations  he  has  filled,  whose  eminent  virtues 
and  exalted  character,  as  well  as  a  most  affectionate  regard 
to  the  welfare  of  this  Country,  uniformly  manifested  by 
him  during  a  three  years'  constant  residence  amongst  us, 
leave  us  no  reason  to  doubt  that  he  will  at  all  times  make 
a  just  and  effectual  representation  of  us  to  your  i\Iajesty. 

We  buseech  your  Majesty  to  believe  that  we  are  fdled 
with  a  just  and  lively  gratitude  for  the  many  blessings  we 
enjoy  under  your  mild  and  firm  Government,  and  your 
Majesty  may  rely  on  our  unfeigned  zeal  and  unshaken  loy- 
alty, that  whilst  your  Government  is  disturbed  by  a  rebel- 
lion existing  in  pai't  of  your  v4(/(e;7"ca;t  Dominions,  wiiich 
we  cannot  hear  of  but  with  the  utmost  abhorrence  and  in- 
dignation, we  shall  ever  be  ready  to  show  our  most  invio- 
lable attachment  to  your  Majesty's  royal  person  and  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  assertion  of  your  just  rights  and  the  support 
of  your  legal  authority. 

We  most  sensibly  feel  the  tender  concein  which  your 
A'ajesty  has  graciously  shown  for  the  welfare  of  this  King- 
dom, manifested  by  the  several  laws  passed  in  the  British 
Parliament,  highly  advantageous  to  our  commerce,  our 
manufactures,  and  our  agriculture. 

We  are  truly  grateful  for  the  act  which  extends  the  great 
ad\antages  of  the  British  fisheries  to  Ireland,  whereby  a 
suurce    of  industry    and    wealth    is   opened    to   u=,   which 


has  made  other  nations  great  and  flourishing;  and  it  shall 
be  our  constant  endeavour  to  improve  advantages  tending 
so  obviously  to  piomote  our  navigation  and  trade. 

AVe  beg  leave  to  express  our  highest  satisfaction  and 
thankfulness  for  that  particular  mark  of  your  Majesty's 
royal  favom-,  the  passing  the  act  which  allows  the  clothing 
and  accoutrements  necessary  for  your  Majesty's  forces, 
paid  from  the  revenues  of  this  Kingdom,  to  be  exported 
from  Ireland.  And  we  have  the  utmost  confidence,  that 
the  act  which  allows  the  importation  of  rape-seed  into 
Great  Britain,  from  this  Kingdom,  under  certain  regula- 
tions, will,  connected  with  those  salutary  laws  passed  in 
this  Kingdom  during  the  last  session  of  Paiiiament,  form 
such  a  system  of  agricidlure  and  improvement  as,  we  trust, 
will  secure  riches  and  plenty  to  the  jieople  o(  Ireland. 

We  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  bounty  granted  bv 
Great  Britain  upon  the  importation  of  flax-seed  into  Ire- 
land, which  we  consider  as  so  marked  a  reGommendation 
of  the  linen  mamifaclure,  as  must  engage  us  in  the  most 
persevering  application  to  that  staple  of  this  Country. 

We  considin-  your  Majesty's  gracious  recommendation  of 
the  Protestant  Charter  Schools  as  a  strong  prool'ofyour 
attention  to  the  e-tablished  religion  of  this  Country;  and 
as  we  are  convinced  that  they  are  eminently  entitled  to  om- 
consideration  aiul  care,  they  sliall  certainly  meet  with  our 
utmost  protection  and  assistance. 

Wc  beg  leave  most  sincerely  to  assure  your  Majesi\- 
that,  truly  sensible  of  your  constant  and  uiiifoi-m  attention 
to  the  strict  preservation  of  our  laws  and  lilierties,  we  shall 
be  always  ready  to  testify  our  most  dutiful  attachment  to 
your  royal  person,  family,  and  Government,  and  to  exert 
the  most  cordial  zeal  in  supjiort  of  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  yom-  Crown  ;  certain  that  by  such  conduct  we  shall  en- 
sure to  ourselves  and  our  posterity  a  continuation  of  that 
uninterrupted  protection  and  fivom- which  your  subjects  of 
this  Kingdom  have  universally  experienced  under  the  Gov- 
ernment of  your  Majesty — convinced  that,  in  the  mild  and 
just  reign  of  the  best  of  Sovereigns,  we  cannot  fail  of  be- 
coming a  happy  and  flourishing  people. 

W.  Watts  Gayf.h,  ;  ^,,         ,,     ,. 
Edward  Gavkh,      ^ 

His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieulmant's  Answtr. 
1  will  forthwith   transmit  this  duiilul  and  loyal  Addre.^-. 
to  be  laid  before  Hi;  Majesty. 

To  ihe  Kings  Most  Euxlknt  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Knights.  Citizens,  and  Bur- 
gesses, in  Parliament  asaenddcd. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  ilie 
Commons  of  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave 
to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  steady  loyalty  to  your  persofi. 
our  attention  to  the  honour  of  yom'  Govermnent,  and  our 
zeal  to  preserve  the  peace  and  happiness  of  your  sidjjects. 

We  return  our  most  gratefid  thanks  to  your  Rlajesiy  for 
your  paternal  care,  in  being  graciously  pleased  to  continue 
in  the  Government  of  this  Kingdom  a  Nobleman,  who. 
during  three  years  that  he  lialh  ))resided  over  us,  has  gi\en 
ample  proofs  of  those  abilities  and  virtues  that  have  dis- 
tinguished his  publick  character,  in  every  station  which  lie 
has  filled  under  your  Majesty,  and  have  dignified  his  pri- 
vate life  in  every  relation  which  he  hath  borne  to  society. 
We  are  liapiiy  to  express  the  favourable  impression  whicii 
our  past  conduct  has  made  upon  his  mind,  and  our  anxious 
desire  that  our  futiu'e  proceedings  may  warrant  the  same 
disposition  towards  us,  in   his  representations  to  your  Ma- 

V\'e  licseech  )our  Majesty  to  believe  that  we  are  fille;i 
with  a  just  and  lively  gratitude  for  the  many  blessings  we 
enjoy  under  your  mild  and  firm  Government,  and  that  your 
^Majesty  may  entirely  rely  on  our  most  unfeigned  zeal  and 
unshaken  loyalty,  that  wliil-t  yotu-  Government  is  disturbed 
by  a  rebellion  existing  in  a  part  of  your  American  Donnn- 
ions,  which  we  hear  with  abhorrence  and  feel  with  indig- 
nation, we  shall  be  ever  ready  to  show  our  most  devoted 
and  inviolable  attachment  to  your  Majesty's  sacred  person 
and  (rovernment,  in  the  assertion  of  your  just  rights,  an.! 
in  th'j  support  of  your  legal  authority. 
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We  dt'clare  our  readiness  to  grant  the  supplies  necessary 
for  the  ordinary  exjjenses  of  your  Majesty's  establishments, 
as  far  as  the  state  and  circumstances  of  tliis  Country  wdl 
permit,  and  to  provide  for  the  arrear  unavoidably  incurred 
thereon. 

We  acknowledge  your  Majesty's  tender  concern  lor  the 
welfare  of  this  Kli)j;dom,  in  the  several  laws  recently 
passed  in  Great  Biilain,  higiily  advantai^eous  to  our  com- 
merce, manufactures,  and  agriculture,  and  profess  our  reso- 
lution to  improve  advantaj^es,  so  obviously  beneficial  to  our 
navigation  and  tiade,  as  those  which  iimst  arise  from  an 
act  which  extends  the  great  benefits  of  liritis/i  fisheries  to 
Irtlund,  which  has  been  the  source  of  industry  and  wealth 
to  other  nations. 

\\'e  thankfully  express  our  satisfaction  for  that  particular 
mark  of  your  Majesty's  royal  favour,  the  act  allowing  the 
clothing  and  accoutrements  for  your  Majesty's  forces,  paid 
from  the  revenues  of  tiiis  Kingdom,  to  be  exported  from 
Ireland;  and  are  confident  that  the  act  which  allows  the 
importation  of  rape-seed  to  Great  Britain,  from  this  King- 
dom, under  certain  regulations,  will,  connected  with  those 
salutary  laws  passed  in  this  Kingdom  during  the  last  session 
of  Parliament,  form  such  a  system  of  agriculture  and  im- 
provement, as  we  hope  may  secure  riches  and  plenty  to 
the  people  of  Ireland. 

We  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  being  deejdy  impressed 
with  the  expediency  of  persevering  application  to  the  staple 
of  this  Country,  so  strongly  recommended  by  a  bounty  from 
Great  Britain  upon  the  importation  of  (lax-seed  into  Ire- 
land; and  that  the  Protestant  Charter  Schools  are  emi- 
nently entitled  to  our  consideration  and  care,  as  a  w  ise  and 
humane  institution,  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  state  and  cir- 
cumstances of  this  Country. 

Ill  terms  of  the  most  unbounded  loyalty  and  allegiance, 
we  lay  before  your  Majesty  the  hearts  of  your  ever  faithful 
Commons  ol'  Ireland,  labouring  to  pour  forth  the  just  and 
grateful  sense  which  they  feel  of  your  Majesty's  great  good- 
ness, indulgence,  and  favour,  and  wishing  to  i)roclaim  to  the 
world,  at  this  critical  conjuncture,  their  steady  determina- 
tion to  approve  themselves  not  unworthy  the  protection  of 
so  wise,  so  just,  and  so  amiable  a  Sovereign. 

E.  Sterling,  >  ^,,       t^        ,, 
,,     ,  '  '  (  Icr.  Uom.  C  oin. 

.    AlCUI   K,     5 


His  Ercellenci/  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  jinsicer. 
I  will  take  the  first  ojiportunity  of  transmitting  this  dut 
and  loyal  Address,  to  be  laid  before  His  Majest)  . 


To  lii^  Eiceltcncij  Simon,  Earl  Hahcoukt,  Lord  Liiu- 

teuant  General,  and  General  Govcrnour  of  \iu-.\..KSii. 
'ike  hunilile  Address  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tempo- 
ral, in  I'arliamcnt  assemliled. 
Mdij  it  jdca^r  iiotir  Etrillenci/: 

We,  His  Majesty's  (Uiliful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  assembled,  return 
your  Excellency  our  unfeigned  thanks  for  your  speech  from 
the  throne  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  we  beg  leave 
to  assure  your  Excellency  that  we  feel  ourselves  exceed- 
ingly happy  in  the  favourable  opinion  which  your  Excel- 
lency hath  conceived  of  us,  and  in  that  satisfaction  with 
which  your  Excellency  is  |)leased  to  declare  you  meet  us 
again  in  Parliament. 

We  flatter  ourselves  that  your  Excellency's  residence 
amongst  us  for  three  years,  which  hath  formed  an  impres- 
sion upon  your  mind  so  favourable  to  us,  and  hath  allbrded 
your  Excellency  such  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  Country,  will  be  pro])itious  to  the  inte- 
rests of  it;  and  that,  impressed,  as  we  are,  with  a  grateful 
sense  of  your  Excellency's  successful  endeavours  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  this  Kingdom,  which  have  been 
manifested  by  the  advantages  vvhicii  our  cominerce,  manu- 
factures, and   agriculture,  have    received,   we  cannot   but 


your  Excellency's  government  yields  us  the  best  grounded 
assurances  that  your  Excellency's  just  and  favourable  repre- 
sentations of  us,  together  with  your  good  offices  and  kind 
inter[)osiiions,  have  not  been  wanting  in  our  favour. 

On  our  part,  we  beg  your  Excellency  to  accept  of  our 
grateful  acknowledgments;  and  we  think  it  but  just  to 
assure  your  Excellency,  as  we  now  do,  that  as  it  is  our  duty, 
so  it  will  be  our  inclination,  to  co-opeiate  with  you  in  pro- 
moting those  great  objects  recommended  to  us  by  your 
Excellency  from  the  throne,  and  that  we  will  cordially 
concur  with  your  Excellency  in  such  measures  as  may 
conduce  to  the  happiness  of  this  Kingdom,  and  the  honour 
and  ease  of  your  Excellency's  administration. 

\V.  Watts  Gavek,  )  ,,,        jy     ,■  , 

'  W  /c;-.  rarliamentor. 


-■ncy 


Edwahj)  (Javki 


Jlis  Eicellency's  Answer. 
I  return  the  House  of  Lords  my  sinceiest  thanks  for  this 
kind  and  obliging  Address.  I  consider  it  not  only  as  the 
most  honourable  proof  of  their  regard  and  esteem,  but  it  is  a 
very  distinguished  instance  of  their  approbation  of  my  con- 
duct (luring  a  residence  of  near  three  years  in  this  King- 
dom ;  and  that  I  may  not  be  undeserving  of  the  continuance 
of  it,  1  shall  take  every  opportunity  of  representing  to  His 
Majesty  the  unshaken  loyalty  and  afiection  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  promote  the 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  Ireland. 


To  His  Eiccllenci/  Simon,  Earl  Hahcolkt,  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant General,  and  General  Governour  of  lnEi.\si>. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Bur- 
gesses, in  Parliament  assembled. 
Maij  it  please  your  Excellency: 

We,  His  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Commons  of  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  return  your 
Excellency  our  sincere  thanks  for  your  most  excellent 
speech  from  the  throne. 

We  beg  leave  to  express  our  highest  satisfaction  in  being 
again  assembled  under  so  just  and  [)rudent  a  Chief  Govern- 
our,  our  liap[)iness  at  the  favourable  impression  which  our 
past  conduct  hath  made  upon  your  Excellency's  mind,  and 
our  gratitude  to  His  Majesty  lor  his  paternal  care  of  this 
Kingdom,  in  permitting  to  remain  among  us  a  iNobleman, 
distinguished  by  the  many  eminent  virtues  which  have  in- 
variabl)'  adorned  his  publick  character  and  private  life. 

Encouraged  by  an  assurance  of  your  Excellency's  co- 
operation and  su])port,  we  cannot  fail  to  give  the  strictest 
attention  to  the  several  great  and  important  advantages  that 
are  the  objects  of  your  Excellency's  earnest  recommcnda- 
lion  ;  those  benefits  to  our  commerce,  manufactures,  ana 
agriculture,  solicited  and  obtained  during  your  Excellen- 
cy's administration,  deserve  our  warmest  and  sincercst  grati- 
tude and  acknowledgmenis. 

We  shall  cheerfully  make  pro\ision  for  the  necessary 
expenses  of  His  Majesty's  establishments,  as  far  as  the 
circumstances  of  this  Country  will  admit ;  sensible  of  the 
numberless  blessings  we  enjoy  under  the  best  of  Kings,  and 
confident  that  your  Excellency  will  continue  faithfully  to 
represent  our  loyalty  and  zeal  to  his  sacred  person  and 
Government,  your  Excellency  may  be  assured  of  our  en- 
deavours to  contribute  to  the  ease  and  honour  of  your 
administration,  as  we  have,  from  experience,  the  strongest 
reason  to  rely  u|)on  your  Excellency's  disposition  uniformly 
le  wcllarc  and  liap[)incss  of  the  people 


Ire- 


land. 


K.  St 
II.  Ai 


{■  Cler.  Dom.  C 


think  ourselves   most   happy  under  \  om 
ministration. 

The  late  acts  (jassed  in  the  British  Parliament,  so  high- 
ly beneficial  to  this  Kingdom,  which  your  Excellency  is 
pleased  to  take  notice  of  in  a  manner  expressive  of  your 
good  wishes  and  kind  concern  for  us,  (ill  our  minds  with 
graiitude  ;  and  the  reflection  that  they  have  passed  during 


lithfully 
of  the 

welfare 


//;.s-  Eicellency's  Ansiccr. 
llir  liuuse  of  Commons  my  most  sincere  thank? 
.  kind  and  affectionate  Address,  which,  after  a 
I  near  three  }  cars  in  this  Kingdom,  is  the  most 
irstiinony  of  their  approbation  and  esteem  ;  the 
'  of  which  I  shall  ever  be  ambitious  of  deserving, 

representing  to  His  Majesty  the  unshaken  loy- 
Conimons  of  Ireland,  and  by  a  constant  aiten- 

]iart,  to  every  thing  that  can  tend  to  promotr 

ami  [irosperity  of  this  Kingdom. 
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NEW-YORK   COMMITTKE. 

Tuesday,  Ortolior  1(1,  1775. 

The  Committee  met.  Present:  Ihnru  Ri:mscn,V)e\n\\.\' 
Chairman.  ^ 

(iabriel  H.  Ludlow,  William  Dcnnin.',       J.  B.^eknian, 
P.  V.  VooHiias,  (;.  AI)oel,  I,.  IJllrlln^^ 

C.  C.  Clopper,  .1.  lirovvor,  W.'  Waltd.i, 

J.  Totten,  1".  T.  Cuitcniiis,  N.  Uoi;art, 

J.  Pell,  ,1.  If.Tnan,  N.  lioosrvclt, 

William  Hyer,  II.V..mll^^  P.  livvaji.k, 

N.  Ray,  Daviil  lirrkiuaii,  li.  Noruu<rl, 

O.  Diiyckinck,  .1.  la-lV.its,  William  \V.  Ludlow, 

A.  Aliraliaius,  .1.  Iiiilay,  IL  l{uomo, 

P.  P.  Van  Zuiidt,       N.  HotFiiian,  J.  liams.-y, 

A.  P.  Lott,  J.  DcKbrosscs,  L.  l^asliLT, 

< ).  Tfinploton,  C.  P.  Low,  S.  Joliiisoii. 

A.  liriiickiMlioff,  Gal.iiut  W.  Ludlow, 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Lasher  be  requested  to  give  it 
in  charge  to  tiie  Captain  or  Commanding  Oliicer  of  the 
Militar}'  <'il3'  Guard  of  this  night,  and  to  ihc  Captain  or 
Commanding  Oliicer  of  the  said  Guarti  in  future,  to  be 
jiaiticidar!}'  carel'ul  that  projier  sentries  be  |)laced  at  the 
Barracks  in  whicli  tlie  stores  returned  this  (hiy  were  de- 
jjosited,  and  not  to  permit  any  of  the  said  stores  to  l)e  re- 
moved without  a  written  order  from  tlie  Provincial  Con- 
gress or  this  Committee. 

The  Petition  of  (Villiam  Prince  received  and  read,  pray- 
ing leave  to  sliip  oft"  Fruit  Trees. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  accordingly. 
A  Letter,  dated  Camp  at  Cambridge,  Slli  August,  1775, 
from  George  IVashingtoii  to  the   Provincial  Congress,  re- 
ceived and  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  viz; 

"  It  must  give  great  concern  to  every  considerate  mind, 
that  when  this  whole  Continent,  at  a  vast  expense  of  blood 
and  treasure,  is  endeavouring  to  establish  its  liberties  on 
the  most  secure  and  solid  foundations,  not  only  by  a  lauila- 
ble  opposition  of  force  to  force,  but  denying  itself  the  usual 
ad\nntage3  of  trade,  there  are  men  among  us  so  basely 
sordid  as  to  counteract  all  our  exertions  for  the  sake  of  a 
little  gain.  You  cannot  but  have  heard  that  the  distresses 
of  the  Ministerial  Troops,  for  fresh  provisions  and  many 
other  necessaries,  at  Boston,  were  very  great.  It  is  a  policy 
justifiable  by  all  the  laws  of  war,  to  endeavour  to  increase 
them.  Desertions,  discouragement,  and  a  dissatisfaction 
with  the  service,  besides  weakening  their  strength,  are  some 
of  the  natural  consequences  of  such  a  situation,  and,  if 
continued,  might  aflbrd  the  fairest  hope  of  success,  without 
further  eliusion  of  human  blood.  A  vessel  cleared  lately 
out  o(  yew-York,  for  St.  Croix,  with  fresh  provisions  and 
other  articles,  has  just  gone  into  Boston,  instead  of  pur- 
suing her  voyage  to  the  IVest-lndies.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  discover  the  name  of  the  Captain  or  owner,  but  as  yet 
without  success.  The  owner,  it  is  said,  went  to  .SV.  Croix 
before  the  vessel;  from  which,  and  her  late  arrival,  I  make 
no  doubt  you  will  be  able  to  discover  and  expose  the  villain; 
and  if  you  could  fall  upon  some  effectual  measures  to  |ire- 
vent  tiie  like  in  future,  it  will  be  doing  a  signal  service  to 
our  common  Country." 

"In  Provincial  Congress,  Nrw-York,  Die  Sal.hali,  } 

"■Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  paragraph  of  General 
li'ashington's  Letter,  relative  to  a  Vessel  that  arrived  at 
Boston  with  fresh  Provisions  and  other  necessaries,  sup- 
posed to  be  from  Neiv-York,  be  sent  to  the  General  Com- 
mittee of  iVt if- Tor/c,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  make 
strict  inquiry  whether  the  said  Vessel  did  sail  from  hence, 
and  who  are  the  owners  and  master  of  the  said  ^'L■ssel,  and 
report  the  result  thereof  to  this  Congress. 

"A  true  cojiy  from  the  Minutes: 

"  RoBEKT  Benson,  Secretari/.'' 

The  Petition  o(  James  Light  received  and  read,  piaying 
leave  to  resign  his  office  of  Ensign,  in  Captain  Dean's 
Company;  which  was  granted  accordingly. 

NEW-VOllK   PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

lu  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  October  10,  177."i. 

Whereas  it  is  highly  necessary,  for  the  sake  of  liberty, 
that  the  duration  of  the  power  of  all  persons,  intrusted  with 
high  authority,  should  be  limited  to  a  short  period,  and  more 
especially  when  they  are  nominated  by,  and  their  authority 
deleoated  unto  them  from  the  body  of  the  people: 

rusohed,  therefore,  That  this  Congress  shall  be  dis- 
solved on  Tuesdaij,  the  Llth  day  lA  Soveinber  next.    And 


forasmuch  as  it  appears  to  us  highly  necessary  that  a  Pro- 
vincial Congress  should  exist  until  the  disputes  between 
Ureal  Britain  and  America  shall  be  adjusted,  and  that  the 
members  of  that  Congress  should  be  so  jiroporlioned  as  to 
give  a  due  weight  of  representation  to  the  several  parts  of 
the  Colony,  it  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  good  peo- 
})le  of  this  Colony,  that  those  who  are  (jualified  to  vote  for 
Representatives  in  General  As.sembly  do  choose  such  per- 
sons as  they  can  conlide  in  to  represent  them,  as  Deputies 
of  this  Colony,  in  Provincial  Congress,  until  the  second 
Tuesday  in  May  next,  unless  a  reconciliation  with  Great 
Britain  shall  sooner  take  place  ;  and  that  the  Deputies,  so 
chosen,  meet  at  the  City  of  New-York  on  the  said  14tli 
day  of  jVocfiwitT  next.  And  it  is  further  recommended, 
that  the  election  be  held  at  the  usual  places  for  election  of 
Representatives  in  General  Assembly,  in  the  several  Coun- 
ties, on  Tuesday,  the  7th  day  o(  jXavember  next,  by  the 
respective  Committees  of  the  several  Counties,  or  at  such 
other  places  as  the  said  Committee  shall  previously  ap- 
point, and  duly  notify  to  their  several  Counties. 

And  in  order  to  proportion  the  Members  of  each  Countv. 
it  is  7i'tWrc(/,  That  the  City  and  County  of  AVir- For/.- 
have  twenty-one  Members  ;  the  City  and  County  of  Alba- 
ny, twelve  Members  ;  the  County  o\'  Dutchess,  nine  Mem- 
bers; the  County  ol'  Westchester,  nine  Members;  the  Coun- 
ty of  Wy/<7-,  eight  Members;  the  County  of  .Vi///ott-,  eight 
Rlembers  ;  the  County  of  Orange,  six  Members  ;  the  Coun- 
ty of  (-Queen's,  eight  Members  ;  the  County  o( King's,  fom- 
Memljcrs;  the  County  o'i  Richmond,  four  INIendjers;  the 
County  of  Tryon.  four  IMeudjers;  the  County  of  Cumber- 
laud,  three  Members:  the  Cnunly  of  rT'/of/rfs/c;-.  two  Mem- 
bers;  the  Couiiiv  nf  Charlotte,  luo  Member^. 

A  true  copy  fnun  iKc  Minnies: 

lioi;i;uT  Benso.n.  Secrctari/. 


l-IEUTENA.Vr   CliillS  TO  OOVERNOUR   THUMBl  I.I,. 

Ticondcroga,  Oclul.,  i    II!,  177.'>. 

HoNoriiED  Sir  :  I  being  appointed  to  take  tlown  a  num- 
ber of  sick  jieople  from  this  place  to  Connecticut,  belong- 
ing to  said  Colony,  and  draw  but  two  days'  ]irovisions  from 
this  place  to  Fort  George,  and  wjien  I  came  to  Fort  George, 
I  could  not  get  any  provisions,  salt  nor  fresh  ;  and  ns  I  had 
no  money,  it  put  me  and  the  sick  soldiers  into  a  very  dis- 
tressing situation  ;  hut  had  the  good  fortune  to  borrow  a 
little  money.  I  got  lo  Albany;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
Captain  Thelps,  we  must  all  have  suffered  ;  but  he  let  us 
have  some  money,  though  he  said  it  was  without  orders  : 
and  1  understand  the  General  will  not  allow-  him  a  farthing 
of  it;  and  he  says  he  cannot  pay  any  more  to  any  Ijody, 
as  he  has  no  money  nor  orders.  And  as  I  know  our  Colo- 
ny is  humane,  and  would  not  have  their  hiends  die  for 
want  of  jirovision  and  care,  therefore  think  I  could  not  dis- 
charge my  duty  if  I  did  not  let  your  Honour  know  tin; 
situation  of  our  sick — many  obliged  to  sell  their  blankets 
and  shirts  to  get  bread,  and  others  begging  on  the  road,  i 
beg  there  may  be  some  provision  made;  if  not,  we  must 
expect  never  to  raise  any  more  men.  Our  sick  soldier= 
here  are  allowed  four  ounces  of  beef  and  one  gill  of  rice 
per  day. 

Honoured  Sir,  forgive  my  freedom  for  letting  you  know 
the  distress  of  the  sick  soldiers  of  our  Colony.  1  shall  be 
careful  another  year,  and  ihat  is  the  uni\ersal  say  of  nil 
the  officers. 

I  am,  with   respect,  your   Honour's  very  obedient  luim- 
ble  servant,                             Wakham  (iini;^,  Li(  utenant. 
Governour  Trumbull.  

MAJOR    FRENTH   TO   GOVERNOIJR    TRfMBILL. 

Hartfnnl,  October  10,  1775. 

Major  iw't/if/i,  Twenty-Second  Regiment,  presents  his 
compliments  lo  Governour  Trumbull,  begs  to  inform  him 
that  there  is  no  place  of  w^orship,  according  to  the  Church 
of  England,  in  which  he  was  educated,  at  Hartford.  He 
requests  he,  and  tlie  gentlemen  with  him,  who  are  of  the 
same  persuasion,  may  be  removed  to  Middletown,  or  an}' 
other  |)lace  not  farther  distant  from  Boston,  where  they 
may  be  permitted  to  hear  the  word  of  God  according  tc- 
their  persuasion. 

To  his  Honour  Governour  Tiumball. 
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MAJOR    VKENCll   TO  T.    PAINE. 

Il.irlforil,  October  10,  1775. 

Major  French's  coiii|)liinents  to  Mr.  Paine,  reijiiests  lie 
will  apply  to  the  Goveniour,  in  the  iKime  of  the  Conmiit- 
tec,  to  inform  liim  that  he  conceives  (from  the  law  of  na- 
tions to  prisoners  of  war)  lie  lias  a  riyht  to  demanfl  his  sub- 
sistence, and  that  of  the  irtnilemen  with  him,  amounting  to 
sevenieen  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling  per  day;  but  he 
does  not  mean  to  draw  for  that  sum,  though  he  claims  it  as 
a  right,  and  therefore  requests  that  some  determination  may 
be  come  to,  as  they  are  at  present,  and  have  been  for  some 
time,  destitute  of  money.  As  he  and  these  gentlemen  do 
not  receive  the  allowance  of  the  Province,  at  their  own 
desire,  they  are  willing  to  give  such  security,  for  the 
payment  of  what  they  draw  for,  as  may  be  thought  neces- 
sary. 

To  T.  Paine,  Es(i.,  Ilartfonl. 


.NKW-HAMPSHIKE    COMMITTEE    OF     SAFETY    TO    THF.     HON. 
MESHECH   WEARE    AND    NATHANIEL    FOLSOM. 

In  CoinmiUee  of  Safety,  Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  ^ 
Exetur,  Octohir  18,  177j.       S 

Gentlemen  :  Wliereas  the  Hon.  1\1.  Thornton,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  has  represented 
to  us  that  he  had  been  re()uested  by  the  honourable  Con- 
tinental Congress,  and  gentlemen  from  the  other  New-Eni(- 
lancl  Colonies,  to  confer  on  matters  for  the  publick  safety, 
and  has  further  represented,  that  the  circumstances  of  his 
family  are  such  as  will  [iiobably  prevent  his  attendance, 
you  are  desired  to  attend  said  Conference,  in  behalf  of 
this  Colony,  and  join  with  them  in  consulting  upon  such 
measures  as  may  be  proposed  for  the  publick  weal. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 
To  the  Honourable  Mtshcch  ff'eare  and  yat/iayiiil  Fol- 

som,  Escjuires. 


GOVEKNOUR   COOKE   TO   CICNEUAL   WASH  INfiTON. 

Providuncf,  Octobi-r  10,  1775. 

Sill :  I  have  this  moment  received,  by  express,  orders 
from  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  to  despatch  the 
two  armed  vessels,  belonging  to  the  Colony,  on  a  cruise 
after  two  brigs  that  sailed  from  England  on  the  Uth  of 
August  last,  for  Qiidicvk,  with  six  thousand  stand  of  arms, 
powder,  &,c.  1  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  Excel- 
lency, that  the  large  sloop  hath  not  yet  returned  from  her 
Bermuda  expedilion,  and  that  the  small  one  is  unfit  for 
service,  unless  it  be  in  our  rivers;  so  that  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  take  any  measures  for  intercepting  those  vessels. 
1  also  give  the  same  information  to  Goveniour  TrurtihuU. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  humble  servant, 
IN'riiolas  Cooke. 
To  General  It  ashington. 


Ciuubn,]-^:-.  October  12,  1775. 

East  Tuesday,  one  of  our  privateers  from  Beverly,  hav- 
ing been  on  a  cruise  in  the  bay,  was  followed  on  her  return 
into  port  by  the  Nautilus,  man-of-wnr.  The  privateer  run 
aground  in  a  cove  a  little  without  Beverly  haibour,  where 
the  |)Cople  speedily  assembled,  stripped  her,  and  carried 
her  guns,  k.c.,  ashore.  The  man-of-war  was  soon  within 
gun-shot,  when  she  also  got  aground  ;  she,  however,  let  go 
an  anchor,  and  bringing  her  broadside  to  bear,  began  to 
fire  upon  the  privateer.  The  people  of  Salem  and  Beverly 
soon  returned  the  compliment  from  a  number  of  cannon  on 
shore,  keeping  up  a  warm  and  well-directed  fire  on  the 
man-of-war  for  two  or  thiee  hours,  and,  it  is  supposed,  did 
her  considerable  damage,  and  probably  killed  and  wounded 
some  of  her  men;  but  before  they  could  board  her,  which 
ibey  were  preparing  to  do,  the  tide  arose  about  eight  in  the 
evening,  wlien  she  cut  her  cable  and  got  off.  Some  of  her 
shot  struck  one  or  two  buildings  in  Beverly,  but  no  lives 
were  lost  on  our  side,  and  the  privateer  damaged  very  little, 
if  any. 

No  express  is  vet  arrived  here,  with  an  accomit  of  tli<; 
taking  of  Montreal. 


.M'.w-iiAMi'.sHiui;    ((jMMiTxr.i:    OK    SAi-Eiv   'ro    (;i:m-hai, 

Sri.I.IVAN. 

Kx.trr,  (),■!. ih-r  111.  1775. 

Sir:  We  received  yours  of  the  ■2V[\\  uliimo,  enclosing 
a  petition  of  the  EieUI-Ollicers  to  h;ne  hLuiks  sent  douii 
for  commissions,  to  fill  up  viicancies,  ^c.  ;  tind  if  \\t\  were 
authorized  by  the  Congres*:,  would  eomply  \\iilMiiii  dehi)  . 
]}ut  this  Committee  were  piiiiieiilnily  in^n  ueied  (o  mnke 
out  commissions  for  the  Troops,  and  uu  lilnilv  lo  (lele>.;aie 
that  power.  We  are  sensible  that  liu'  oliiecr^  of  iho  Ann}- 
are  more  capable  of  judging  of  fit  porsuns  lo  be  promolcd 
to  oliiccs,  than  the  Commitiec,  who  lia\  e  not  had  the  op|)or- 
tunily  of  knowing  how  they  have  behaved  in  other  slaiions. 
But,  as  they  are  not  authori/.cd  to  do  oiherwi.-c,  mu-t  de- 
sire a  list  of  the  vacancies,  with  the  lime  ilini  they  became 
vaetuil,  and  ihe  names  of  ilic^c  persons  piichi  il  u|u'ii  lo  fill 
them,  sent  up;  and  the.  Committee  will  enileavour  to  'end 
down  commissions  as  soon  as  jiossijile. 

I'lease  locoiumuuieate  ihii  to  the  several  .\ur-Jlawn- 
shlr..  Colonel,.  ^ 


ADDRESS   OF   NOBLEMEN,   ETC.,  OF   COL'.VTY   OF   AYR. 

Address  of  the  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  Freeholders,  and  Commissioners  of  Supply  of 
the  County  oi  Ayr,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Sir  Adam 
Fergusson,  Baronet,  their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Evcellcnt  Majesty. 
The   humble  Address  of  the   Noblemen  and   Gentlemen, 

Justices  of  the  Peace,  Freeholders,  and  Commissioners 

of  Supply  of  the  County  of  Ayr. 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  the 
Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Free- 
ln)lders,  and  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  the  County  of 
Ayr,  called  together  by  publick  advertisement,  think  our- 
selves bound  in  duly,  in  the  present  situation  of  publick 
ailairs,  most  humbly  to  approach  your  Majesty  with  this 
our  unanimous  address,  and  to  express  our  gratitude  for 
those  manifold  blessings  which  we  enjoy,  in  common  with 
all  our  fellow-subjects,  under  your  mild,  just,  and  legal 
Government. 

While  we  thankfully  acknowledge  these  blessings,  we 
observe,  with  the  most  sincere  regret,  that  the  sjiirit  of  dis- 
affection which  has  for  some  time  past  unhappily  prevailed 
in  several  of  your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America,  has  now- 
broke  out  into  a  daring  and  open  rebellion  ;  a  rebellion  the 
more  unjustifiable,  that  your  Majesty's  declarations  from  the 
throne,  and  the  resolutions  of  Parliament,  must  have  con- 
vinced every  impartial  man,  that  so  far  from  a  wish  being 
entertained  to  oppress  your  subjects  in  America,  they 
might,  with  certainty,  have  depended  upon  every  indul- 
gence, if  applied  for  in  a  proper  manner,  consistent  with 
the  dignity  and  just  authority  of  the  Sovereign  and  Legis- 
lature of  both  Countries  to  bestow. 

At  the  same  time  that  we  lament  that  infatuation  which 
has  led  those  deluded  men  to  act  in  a  manner  so  subver- 
sive of  the  peace  and  quiet  of  this  great  Empire,  and  so 
ruinous  to  themselves,  we  have  such  confidence  in  your 
Majesty  as  not  to  doubt  that  you  will  take  the  most  cliec- 
tual  meastires  to  support  and  maintain  the  constitutional 
riglits  of  Great  Britain. 

In  expressing  our  hopes  of  seeing  the  most  efficacious 
means  pursued  for  restoring  good  order  and  a  due  submis- 
sion to  Government,  we  have  no  object  in  view  but  the 
common  happiness  ami  iirosperity  of  the  w^hole  Stale.  As 
we  are  certain,  from  your  .Majesty's  known  clemency,  that 
llie  pmiishincnl  of  your  rebellious  subjects  will  not  be  car- 
ried fiiiiliei  iliaii  the  prevention  of  such  evils  for  the  future, 
and  ihe  i\.r,--~\ry  maintenance  of  gootl  government  may 
iei|iiiiL;  ;  so  w c  liopu  from  your  Majesty's  wisdom,  and  that 
of  your  I'arliamenl,  thai,  after  peace  and  good  order  shall 
he  re-established,  iliose  defects  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
Ci.lonies.  whicli  have,  in  part,  been  the  occasion  of  ilicse 
luiliappy  diMadei-.  may  li(^  corrected,  and  such  a  plan  of 
go\(  iiuii.  Ill,  with  ii.';ai(l  to  them,  adopted,  as  may  be  ef- 
fectual to  ensiire  ilu'ir  obedience  in  time  to  come.  In  this 
hope,  we  would  gl.idly  flatter  ourselves  that  even  those 
evcnis  which  appear  most  adverse  to  the  prosperity  of  this 
giiMl  Stat.',  may.  by  being  the  means  of  establishing  it  upon 
a  more  soliil  I'omidalion,  lend,  in  the  final  result,  to  render 
it  iiuac  pi  iiiianeni  and  secure. 

Ill  till'  mean  time,  Sire,  a  vigorous  exerlion  of  the  po\(cr 
and  aiitlioilty  of  Great  Britain  appears  clearly  to  us  lo  be 
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the  only  means  by  \vl)ich  tlicse  important  ends  can  be  at- 
tained. We  trust  your  Majesty  will  exeit  it,  ami,  in  so 
doing,  your  Majesty  may  be  assured  of  our  most  hearty 
support. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  piescnce  of  the  meeting. 

EcLlNTOrNE,  Pricscs. 
Ayr.  (October  11,  1775. 

ADDHESS    OK  THI';   CITY   OF   KDINmiiGH. 

Address  of  the  Lord  Provost,  iMagistrales,  and  Town 
Council  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  presented  to  His  .Ma- 
jesty by  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Lawrence  Dundas, 
Baronet,  their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Lord  Provost,  Miio;;^iratcs, 

and   Town   Council  of  the    City   of  Eui.N'uuitGii,    //( 

Common  Council  assembled. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

Sensible  of  the  many  blessings  which  we  enjoy  under 
your  Majesty's  mild  and  equitable  Administration,  we  can- 
not refrain,  at  this  important  crisis,  from  expressing  our 
abhorrence  of  that  rebellious  spirit  which  has  promntetl 
your  deluded  subjects  in  America  to  lake  arms  in  opposi- 
tion to  your  Majesty's  Government,  and  to  the  legal  au- 
thority of  Parliament. 

We  have  long  beheld,  with  deep  regret,  many  unwar- 
rantable attempts  wliich  have  been  made  to  distuib  the 
tranquillity  of  your  Majesty's  reign.  We  now  bewail  the 
iinhapjiy  influence  of  domestick  faction,  on  the  remote 
parts  of  the  British  Empire,  which  has  incited  the  Colo- 
nies to  forget  what  they  owe  to  the  Parent  Stale,  by  which 
they  were  reared,  and  on  which  they  depend, and  has  pre- 
cipitated them  into  measures  so  undutiful  to  your  Majesty, 
and  so  destructive  to  themselves. 

We  sliould  ill  deserve  that  liberty  and  happiness  which 
are  secured  to  us  by  your  Majesty's  gracious  Government, 
if  we  did  not  declare  our  fixed  resolution  of  siqiporiing  it 
to  the  utmost  of  om'  power,  and  express  our  liopes,  that, 
by  the  propriety  and  firmness  of  publick  measures,  your 
Majesty's  American  subjects  will  soon  be  induced  to  return 
to  their  allej^nance,  and  to  \)\ace  themselves  again  under  the 
piotection  of  legal  and  constitutional  Government. 

That  your  Majesty's  reign  may  be  long  and  prosperous, 
and  may  continue  to  diffuse  the  blessings  of  liberty  and 
peace  among  a  grateful  people,  is  the  united  and  ardent 
wish  of,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  your  Majesty's  most 
dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates, 
and  Town  Council  of  your  City  oi'  Ediiilnirgh. 

Signed  in  our  name,  and  by  our  apiiolntment,  the  seal 
of  the  City  being  affixed.  Ja.  Stodakt,  Provost. 

Edinburgli,  October  II,  1775. 

London,  (October  5,  J 775. 

Yesterday  there  was  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  Gentle- 
men, Mercliants,  and  Traders  of  this  City,  at  the  King's 
Arms  Tavern,  in  Cornhill.  At  twelve  o'clock,  Mr.  Baker, 
who  had  been  Chairman  of  a  previous  meeting,  came  for- 
ward and  informed  the  gentlemen  present  what  had  been 
done  at  that  meeting,  and  the  intention  of  calling  theiri  to- 
gether. He  was  immediately  requested  to  take  the  chair, 
and  again  addressed  the  company,  begging  that  they  would 
be  deliberate  in  their  resolves. 

1VL-.  Sampson,  an  American  merchant,  rose  and  stated 
the  present  unhappy  situation  of  publick  afiairs,  and  con- 
cluded with  movinu;  for  an  humble  Address,  Petition,  and 
Remonstrance  to  His  Majesty,  relative  to  the  unhappy  dis- 
pute between  Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies. 

Mr.  Baker  then  produced  an  Address  to  His  Majesty, 
intituled  "  The  humble  Address  and  Petition  of  the  Gentle- 
men, Merchants,  and  Traders  of  London;"  which  he  re- 
quested he  might  have  leave  to  read. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  seconded,  and  carried,  that  the 
said  Petition  should  be  read  ;  and  it  was  twice  read  accord- 
ingly, first  liy  Mr.  Baker,  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  by 
Mr.   fVooldridgc,  merchant,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  table. 

Mr.  IVooidridge  having  read  the  Petition,  moved  that 
said  Petition  should   be  appiovcd  by  the  meeting  ;  which 
was  cari'ied  unanimously.     He  then  made  a  further  motion, 
that  the  Petition,  so  approved,  be  signed  by  the  company     t 
present ;  which  was  also  carried. 

FouiiTH  Seiuls. — Vol.  hi.  CI 


The  Chairman  then  informed  the  meeting  that  he  had 
in  his  possession  the  Address,  fairly  transcribed  on  vellum, 
for  signing  ;  and  having  signed  it  himself,  several  of  the 
merchants  present  followed  his  example. 

A  motion  was  afterwards  made,  that  a  Committee  of 
twelve  merchants  attend  the  signing  ;  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Alderman  Lee  then  moved,  that  the  four  Members 
for  London  be  requested  to  attend  Mr.  Baker,  the  Chair- 
man of  this  meeting,  on  the  delivery  of  the  Address  to  His 
Majesty  ;  which  was  also  carried  in  the  afiirmalive  unani- 
mously. 

Address,  Memorial,  and  Petition  of  the  Gentlemen, 
Merchants,  and  Traders  of  London,  unanimously  agieed 
to  at  a  general  meelini;,  called  by  publick  advertisement, 
and  presented  to  His  Majesty  on  fVcdnesday.  October  11, 
177."),  by  William  Baker,  Esq.,  Chairman,  accompanied  by 
./olin  S'lwbriilge  and  George  Haley,  Esquires,  two  of  the 
Re|)i-esenla(ives  of  this  City,  (Mr.  Oliver  having  been  ab- 
sent from  'J'own,  and  Mr.  7?i<// confined  by  illness.) 

To  the  King's  Most  Eiccllent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address,  Memorial,  and  Petition  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen, Merchants,  and  Traders  of  London. 
May  it  jilease  your  Majesty  : 

We,  jour  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Gentlemen,  Merchants,  and  Traders  of  London,  beg  leave 
to  approach  your  Majesty  with  unfeigned  assurance  of  af- 
fection and  attachment  to  your  Majesty's  person  and  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  represent,  with  great  humility,  our  senti- 
ments on  the  present  alarming  state  of  publick  afiairs. 

By  the  operation  of  divers  Acts  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, we  behold,  with  deep  affliction,  that  happy  commu- 
nion of  interests  and  good  offices  which  had  so  long  sub- 
sisted between  this  Country  and  America,  suspended,  and 
an  intercourse  which,  augmenting,  as  it  grew,  the  strength 
and  dignity  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions,  hath  enabled 
your  Majesty  to  defeat  the  natural  rivals  of  your  greatness 
in  every  quarter  of  the  world,  threatened  with  irretrieva- 
ble ruin. 

We  should  humbly  represent  to  your  Majesty,  if  they 
bad  not  been  already  represented,  the  deadly  wounds  which 
the  commerce  of  this  Country  must  feel  from  these  unfor- 
tunate measures  ;  that  it  has  not  yet  more  deeply  felt  them. 
is  owing  to  temporary  and  accidental  causes,  wliich  cannot 
long  continue. 

But  we  beg  your  Majesty  to  cast  an  eye  on  the  general 
property  of  this  land,  and  to  refiect  what  must  be  its  fate 
when  deprived  of  our  American  commerce. 

It  fills  our  minds  with  additional  grief  to  see  the  blood 
and  treasure  of  yoiu-  Majesty's  subjects  wasted  in  eflecting 
a  fatal  separation  between  the  difierent  parts  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's Empire,  by  a  war,  uncertain  in  the  event,  destructive 
in  its  consequences,  and  the  object  contended  for  lost  in 
the  contest. 

The  experience  we  have  had  of  your  Majesty's  paternal 
regard  for  the  welfare  and  piivileges  of  all  your  people,  and 
the  opinion  we  entertain  of  the  justice  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, forbid  us  to  believe,  that  laws,  so  repugnant  to  the 
policy  of  former  times,  would  have  received  their  sanction, 
iiad  the  real  circumstances  and  sentiments  of  the  Colonies 
been  thoroughly  understood,  or  the  true  principles  of  their 
connection  with  the  Mother  Country  been  duly  weighed. 
We  are  therefore  necessarily  constrained  to  impute  blame  to 
those,  by  whom  your  Majesty  and  the  Parliament  have 
been  desi;.medly  misled,  or  partially  informed  of  those  mat- 
ters, on  a  full  knowledge  of  which  alone,  determinations  of 
such  importance  should  have  been  founded. 

We  beg  leave  further  to  represent  to  your  Majesty,  that 
in  questions  of  high  national  concern,  affecting  the  dearest 
interests  of  a  State,  speculation  and  experiment  are  seldom 
to  be  justified  ;  that  want  of  foresight  is  want  of  judgment; 
and  perseverance  in  measures  which  repeated  experience 
hath  condemned  ceases  to  be  error. 

We  might  appeal  to  the  history  of  all  countries  to  show, 
that  force  hath  never  been  employed  with  success,  to 
channe  the  opinions  or  convince  the  minds  of  freemen  ;  and 
from  the  annals  of  our  own,  in  particular,  we  learn  that  the 
free  and  voluntary  gifts  of  the  subject  have  ever  exceeded 
the  exactions  of  the  sword. 

Restraining,  prohibitory,  and  penal  laws,  have  failed  to 
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re-esiablish  ihe  publick  tranquillity;  and  the  present  state 
of  this  untbitunate  dispute  affords  reason  to  believe,  tiiat 
as  it  commenced  wilbout  policy,  it  must  be  prosecuted  by 
means  which  the  natural  and  constitutional  strength  of 
Great  Britain  cannot  supply. 

In  your  Majesty's  justice  we  confide  for  a  fair  construc- 
tion of  an  apprehension  we  have  conceived,  that  your 
^lajesly  hath  been  advised  to  lake  foreign  Troops  into 
British  ])ay,  and  to  raise  and  discipline  Papists,  both  in 
Ireland  and  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcini;  submis- 
sion to  laws,  which  your  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects  in 
America  conceive  to  be  destructive  of  their  liberties,  and 
against  which  they  have  repeatedly  ])ctitioned  in  vain. 

Anxious  to  vindicate  the  national  honour,  we  would  wil- 
lingly discredit  reports  of  slaves  incited  to  insurrection,  and 
barbarous  nations  encouraged  to  take  arms  against  our 
American  brethren,  if  they  iiad  not  prevailed  without  refu- 
tation, and  filled  the  minds  of  your  Majesty's  faithful  sub- 
jects with  indignation  and  horror. 

If  to  these  circumstances  of  peril  and  distress,  our  fears 
could  suggest  any  addition,  we  might  justly  expect  it  from 
the  resentment  of  those  powerful  enemies,  who  have  ever 
shown  a  readiness  to  take  advantage  of  our  internal  commo- 
tions, and  will  joyfully  embrace  the  occasion  of  avenging 
that  di-grace  they  sustained  during  the  late  glorious  war, 
fioni  the  united  arms  of  Great  Britain  and  America;  and 
we  should,  indeed,  be  reduced  to  despair,  but  that  we  are 
encouraged  to  look  up  to  your  Majesty,  the  common  father 
of  all  your  people,  as  the  happy  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
Divine  Providence,  which  bringetli  good  out  of  evil,  for 
restoring  to  this  distracted  Empire  the  blessings  of  mutual 
confidence,  liberty,  and  peace.  For  the  speedy  effecting 
of  which,  we  most  humbly  beseech  your  Majesty  to  cause 
hostilities  to  cease  in  your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America, 
and  to  adopt  such  mode  of  reconciling  this  unhappy  contro- 
versy as  may  best  promote  the  interest  of  commerce  and 
the  welfare  of  all  your  people.* 

MR.   ElKKE  TO  Mil.   HAYES,  THE   CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  MEETING 
OF   MERCHANTS,    ETC.,   AT   BRISTOL. 

Weslmiiistor,  October  11,  1775. 

Siii:  I  delayed  my  acknowledgment  of  your  commands 
until  I  siiould  be  able  to  inform  you  that  I  had  obeyed 
them.  I  liad  this  day  the  lionoiu-  of  presenting  your  peti- 
tion to  the  King.  It  was  graciously  received.  At  the  same 
time  Mr.  Baker  presented  a  petition  from  the  merchants 
of  London,  which  had  the  same  reception. 

It  gave  me  as  much  pleasure,  as  in  the  present  state 
of  things  I  am  capable  of  feeling,  to  be  honoured  with  such 
commands  from  so  numerous  and  respectable  a  body  of  my 
constituents.  I  do  not  yet  abandon  all  hojics  that  truth 
and  reason,  frequently  and  firmly  urged,  will  have  their 
effect ;  and  that  the  healing  endeavours  of  good  and 
moderate  men  will  prevail  over  the  hasty  violence  of  those 
deluded  people,  who,  though  unable  to  assist  either  with 
counsels  or  arms,  are  so  forward  to  give  their  inconsider- 
ate voices  for  the  continuance  of  a  bloody  and  ex[)ensive 
civil  war,  which  neither  tliey  nor  those  whom  they  urge 
to  such  a  desperate  course  are  able  to  foresee  any  end  of. 
it  is  indeed  a  war  against  the  interest  o(  England,  anil  in 
iluour  of  her  inveterate  enemies. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  persevei'c  in  senti- 
ments so  becoming  all  virtuous  and  sober  citizens.  By 
degrees,  the  example  of  your  temper,  forbearance,  and 
moderation,  operating  with  the  unha|ipy  effects  of  the  pre- 
sent measures,  which  begin  to  be  daily  more  and  more  con- 
.^picuous,  will  abate  the  irregular  ardour  of  some  fier)'  spirits, 
;ind  render  our  City  at  lean  unanimous  in  its  wishes  for  the 
trantjuillity  of  the  whole  Empire. 

1  beg  my  best  compliments  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Committee;  and  do  me  the  favour  to  believe  me,  with 
great  esteem  and  regard,  your  most  obedient  and  humble 
servant,  Edmlnd  Bihke. 

PRESIDENT  OK  CONGRESS  TO   GENERAL   SCHUVI.ER. 

Pliiladelphia,  Octubcr  U,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  ( 'ongress  have  considered  your  letters  of  the 

I'.Uh  and  -iOlh  of  S(})tembcr  last,  and  directed  me  to  assure 
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you  that  they  are  very  sensible  of  the  difficulties  under 
which  you  labour,  and  your  unremitted  diligence  to  remove 
such  as  may  in  any  wise  obstruct  the  publick  service. 
They  most  heartily  lament  the  loss  of  your  health,  as  well 
on  your  own  as  on  account  of  the  publick,  but  lind  some 
(ileasure  in  thinking  that  you  are  not  without  consolation, 
when  you  reflect,  that  the  obligations  of  your  Country 
are  increased  in  proportion  to  the  sacrifices  you  make  to 
her  interest.  Their  concern  for  the  publick  is  greatly 
alleviated  by  the  abilities  and  zeal  of  General  Montgomery. 
in  which  they  cannot  but  place  the  highest  confidence. 

The  Congress  see  the  necessity  of  attending  to  the  situ- 
ation of  Canada,  but  trust  that  your  care  and  |)rudence  will 
render  any  delegation  from  this  body  unnecessary,  at  least 
fur  the  present.  What  they  expect  from  your  endeavouis 
is,  that  the  Canadians  be  induced  to  accede  to  an  union 
with  these  Colonies,  and  that  the}-  form  from  their  several 
Parishes  a  Provincial  Convention,  and  send  Delegates  to 
this  Congress.  And,  as  in  the  present  imsettled  state  of 
that  country,  a  regular  election  can  hardly  be  expected, 
we  must  acquiesce  in  the  choice  of  such  Parishes  and 
Districts  as  are  disposed  to  join  us. 

You  may  assure  them  that  we  shall  hold  their  rights  as 
dear  as  our  own,  and,  on  their  union  with  us,  exert  our  ut- 
most endeavours  to  obtain  for  them  and  their  posterity  the 
blessings  of  a  free  Government,  and  that  security  to  their 
persons  and  projierty  which  is  derived  from  the  British 
Constitution.  And  you  may  further  declare,  that  we  hold 
sacred  the  rights  of  conscience,  and  shall  never  molest  them 
in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  religion. 

If  our  arms  shoidd  be  crowned  with  success,  you  wih 
consult  with  your  principal  officers  about  the  number  oi 
Troops  that  will  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  Canada. 
and  for  the  different  posts  o\'  Crown  Fuint  and  Ticondero- 
ga,  and  the  best  method  of  procuring  men  for  those  ser- 
vices. If  you  should  observe  in  the  Canadians  an  inclina- 
tion to  take  up  arms,  you  may  immediately,  at  the  expense 
of  the  Continent,  raise  a  Regiment,  and  appoint  such  officers 
as  you  conceive  will  be  most  agreeable  to  them  and  ser- 
viceable to  us.  The  Congress  will  endeavour  to  attend  to 
the  clothing  of  your  Troops,  and  approve  of  your  design 
to  purchase  woollens  at  Montreal,  which  they  sincerely 
hope  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  accomplish.  You  may 
depend  upon  their  compliance  with  all  contracts  made  by 
you  for  the  supply  of  the  Troops  under  your  command. 

The  establishment  of  a  civil  Government  in  Canada  is 
a  subject  of  great  consequence,  and  requires  the  most  de- 
liberate counsels.  The  temper,  the  disposition  and  local 
circumstances  of  our  brethren  in  that  Colony  must  bo 
known,  before  we  can  form  a  proper  judgment  on  so  impor- 
tant a  question.  You  will  endeavour,  therefore,  to  collect 
the  sentiments  of  the  most  discreet  and  sensible  among 
the  principal  Canadians  and  English  on  this  head,  and  com- 
municate their  opinion,  with  your  remarks,  to  the  Con- 
gress. 

It  is  the  determination  of  the  Congress,  at  all  events,  to 
keep  the  command  of  Lake  Chamjilain.  They  would, 
therefore,  have  the  most  elfectual  measures  ado|)ted  for  that 
purpose  ;  and,  if  our  enemies  shouhl  be  expelled  Montreal . 
will  exert  their  utmost  endeavours  to  secure  the  River  Si. 
Lawrence,  and  prevent,  by  batteries,  vessels,  and  everv 
other  obstruction,  the  Alinibterial  Troops  from  regaining  the 
possession  of  that  Town. 

The  Congress  approve  of  the  presents  made  to  the 
Caughnawagas,  also  of  the  disposition  of  the  prisoners,  and 
have  borrowed  one  ton  of  gunpowder  from  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  and  directed  it  to  be  sent  to  the 
Provincial  Convention  oi  yew-York,  with  a  request  to 
transmit  to  you  the  whole,  or  such  a  part  of  it  as  tliey  can 
s|)are  :  n;iiU  will  be  sup|)lied  you  by  the  Convention  o: 
Atic-  York,  when  they  receive  your  direction  on  that  head. 
They,  together  with  the  Committee  oi  Albanij,  anA  the 
Governour  of  Connecticut,  will,  on  application,  furnish  such 
carpenters  and  blacksmiths  as  you  may  want,  over  and  above 
what  may  be  procured  from  among  the  Troops.  As  for  the 
arliffcers  taken  from  thence,  )  ou  will  \yi\  them  thecustomarv 
allowance,  if  you  think  their  services  entitle  them  to  any 
reward.  The  Congress  are  pleased  with  the  mode  in  which 
you  |iropose  to  settle  with  and  pay  those  who  took  and 
garrisoned  Crown  Point,  and  desire  that  the  accounts  may 
be  transuiitied  to  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Mr.  Phelps  will  be  considered  as  Deputy  to  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston, for  the  Ne.iv-York  Departtnent,  and  be  paid  as 
such  at  the  rate  of  forty  Dollars  per  nionth,  from  liisenirance 
into  the  service.  The  Congress  are  greatly  hurt  at  the 
misconduct  of  a  part  of  the  Troops,  and  hope  they  will 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  obliterate  their  disgrace.  It 
is  their  earnest  uish,  that  the  strictest  discipline  be  ob- 
served ;  for,  as  on  the  one  hand  they  are  resolved  to 
reward  those  who  deserve  their  favour,  so  on  the  other,  a 
regard  for  their  Country  forbids  them  to  overlook  the 
offences  of  such  as  neglect  their  duty,  or  basely  betray  their 
trust. 

I  cannot  conclude  witliout  assuring  you,  tliat  the  Con- 
gress are  highly  sensible  of  the  spirit,  activity,  and  zeal,  of 
^\v.  James  Livingston,  from  which  they  cannot  but  promise 
themselves  advantages  that  will  be  entitled  to  their  earliest 
recompense. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

John  Hangock:,  President. 


TO  THE   PEOPLE   OF   PENNSYLVANIA. 

Pliiladelpliia,  October  11,  1775. 

To  follow  a  certain  party  through  all  their  windings,  dou- 
blings, and  Jesuitical  contrivances,  would  require  some  judg- 
ment and  attention,  but  certainly  an  indefinite  share  of 
patience.  When  the  words  faction,  sedition,  and  oppug- 
nation  to  Government,  have  entirely  lost  their  force  with 
the  people,  we  are  now  plagued  with  a  new  Shibboleth  or 
Jl  itch  of  Lndor,  conjured  up  to  set  the  lazy,  timid,  ignorant, 
ambitious,  and  corrupt,  at  variance  with  the  men  wiiose  dis- 
interested wisdom  and  spirit  have  long  laboured  for  the 
deliverance  of  this  oppressed  and  devoted  Country.  This 
dreadful,  this  alarming  sound,  is  nothing  less  than  the  long 
word  Independence  ;  a  word  which,  I  confess,  was  grating 
to  the  ears  of  every  devotee  to  the  shrine  of  power,  in 
Church  or  State,  longer  than  any  now  living  can  remember. 
Did  people  universally  apprehend  the  snare,  little  need  be 
said  on  this  ridiculous  subject;  but  when  real  effects  are 
observed  to  follow  the  lowest  efforts  to  injure  the  Country, 
an  honest  man  will  not  think  his  time  totally  misspent  while 
he  in  busied  is  exposing  the  dark  designs  of  its  enemies. 

The  idea  now  held  out  for  a  scare-crow  to  the  weak  and 
irresolute,  is,  that  if  our  dear  Mother  Country  should  once 
withdraw  her  omnipotent  protection,  we  should  instantly 
fall  a  prey  to  other  nations ;  and  that,  to  prevent  this 
tremendous  evil,  we  had  better  propose  or  accept  of  any 
terms  of  accommodation,  than  run  the  venture  of  falling 
into  it.  That  once  to  indulge  a  thought  of  setting  up  for  our- 
selves includes  every  idea  of  breach  of  our  ancient  Consti- 
tution, of  rule  by  a  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  and  threat- 
ens, if  not  the  worst  of  anarchy  and  confusion,  at  least  a 
Republican  establishment,  abhorred  by  some  more  than  the 
tyranny  of  Spain  ov  Morocco.  To  give  this  Centaur  a  more 
terrifick  appearance,  it  is  said  that  the  moment  we  become 
free  from  a  foreign  master,  we  shall  fall  to  cutting  the  throats 
of  each  other;  and  a  combination  is  already  discovered 
between  the  Massachusetts  Presbyterians  and  T  irginia 
Churchmen,  to  persecute,  if  not  exterminate,  the  poor 
Quakers,  Anabaptists,  and  all  other  persuasions,  and  render 
theirs  the  established  faith. 

To  have  a  thorough  understanding  of  these  matters,  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  analyze  this  chaos  of  tory  jargon,  and 
consider  each  part  and  parcel  thereof  soberly  apart.  And 
to  take  the  most  alarming  supposition  first  into  consider- 
ation:  Let  any  one  show  me  the  probability  of  either  of 
the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  falling  upon  and  endea- 
vouring to  destroy  the  granary  from  whence  they  derive 
the  chief  supplies  necessary  for  the  carrying  on  of  their 
own  plantations.  Farmers  are  like  Pythagoras's  sheep  : 
they  profit  much  more  by  their  encouraged  industry  than 
ravaged  plunder:  all  that  is  worth  having  from  the  Colo- 
nies may  be  obtained  from  them  in  the  way  of  com- 
merce;  and  whoever  attempts  other  means  with  them  will 
find  loss  and  disappointment  the  consequence.  Great 
Britain,  founded  on  an  exclusive  trade  to  these  Colonies, 
has  long  been  boasting  of  giving  law  to  Europe;  will  the 
powers  thus  insulted  be  reluctant  to  a  circumstance  which 
will  check  this  enormous  power?  Crcdat  Juditus  Appela, 
non  ego.  Britain  was  certainly  great  at  the  end  of  last 
war,  and  great  is  the  sorrow  of  every  honest  man  that  this 


era  so  much  resembled  the  .Julian  period  of  all-conquering 
Rome.  Britons,  most  strenuously  aided  by  Americans, 
conquered  ;  but  for  whom  ?  For  any  solid  advantage  to 
the  inhabitants  of  cither  Country  at  large?  By  no  means. 
A  George  as  well  as  a  Julius  seemed  to  think  all  won  for 
himself  and  favourites.  What  have  the  common  people, 
either  in  Britain  or  America,  bad  in  return  for  their  so 
freely  lavished  blood  and  treasures  in  the  acquirement  of 
new  territories  over  half  the  globe?  New  taxes,  new 
boards  of  commissioners,  with  an  indefinite  train  of  depen- 
dants, to  collect  and  consume  them  ;  and  this  innovation 
on  pretence  of  making  provision  for  the  distribution  of  civil 
justice  in  and  protection  of  the  Colonies.  Short  was  the 
term,  however,  that  this  ridiculous  mask  was  used  to  cover 
the  designs  of  Administration.  Instead  of  protection  of  the 
Colonists'  properties  from  any  invasion,  foreign  or  domes- 
tick,  it  quickly  appeared  that  their  subjection  to  the  will 
of  the  Ministry  "  in  all  cases  whatsoever"  was  the  object 
in  view  ;  and  from  that  time  to  this  it  has,  in  a  lower  or 
louder  tone,  been  uttered,  that  a  standing  Army  was  neces- 
sary to  be  kept  up  in  the  Colonies,  at  their  expense,  to 
ensure  their  obedience.  Here  is,  in  truth,  the  protection 
intended  for  the  Colonies  !  Here  is  the  constitutional  de- 
pendance  insisted  on  with  so  much  eagerness,  by  the  party 
who  have  already  rendered  Great  Britain  so  dependant 
upon  them,  that  the  power  of  the  people  in  Parliament  is 
a  mere  vox  et  preterea  nihil,  the  omnipotent  Minister  is  all 
in  all.  He  can  raise  fleets  and  armies,  can  shut  ports  and 
open  them,  can  suspend  legislatures  and  restore  them,  can 
tear  charters  into  pieces ;  and  of  his  own  mere  pleasure 
establish  what  kind  of  Constitution  he  judges  most  to  his 
purpose,  in  territories  where  he  never  had  an  atom  of 
constitutional  power  since  the  creation.  Whoever  thinks 
this  representation  of  a  Ministerial  power  overstrained,  let 
them  tCcid  Burgh's  Political  Disquisitions,  now  reprinted  in 
this  City;  and  I  dare  pledge  myself  he  will  find  that  what 
our  sleek  courtiers  here  called  dependance  on  the  Parent 
State  is  in  reality  a  dependance  on  George  the  Third,  and 
Lords  Bute  and  Mansfield.  What  proposals  of  accommoda- 
tion Rebels  are  to  make  to  these  illustrious  personages, 
may  be  guessed  by  any  one  who  remembers  the  terms 
granted  the  Charibs,  "  to  be  at  the  King's  will."  If  this  be 
the  dependance  I  must  acknowledge,  in  order  to  be  es- 
teemed a  liegeman  and  good  citizen,  I  confess  myself  quite 
unripe  for  the  surrender. 

If  any  can  show  me  that  less  than  this,  and  the  deliver- 
ing up  of  a  considerable  number  of  the  most  conspicuous 
opposers  of  a  most  violent  usurpation,  will  ensure  us  peace 
and  liberty,  I  will  candidly  acknowledge  he  has  conferred 
a  great  favour  upon  me,  for  which  I  am  unspeakably  obliged 
to  him. 

The  next  objection  in  course  is,  that  once  to  indidge  a 
thought  of  setting  up  for  ourselves  includes  every  idea  of 
breach  of  our  ancient  Constitution,  of  rule  by  King,  Loi'ds, 
and  Commons,  and  threatens  (if  not  the  worst  of  anarchy 
and  confusion)  at  least  a  Republican  establishment. 

To  talk  of  our  breaking  any  compact  or  Constitution 
with  the  Parent  State,  at  this  time  of  day,  and  aiming  at 
independency  or  revolting,  and  setting  up  for  ourselves,  and 
thereby  incurring  the  imputation  of  rebellious  and  wicked 
children,  is  just  as  fair  and  pertinent  as  to  accuse  a  son 
who  had  taken  a  wife  and  plantation  for  himself,  and  when 
he  had  by  his  own  labour  subdued  the  soil,  and  was  enjoy- 
ing from  it  a  comfortable  subsistence,  of  ingratitude  and 
disobedience,  or  want  of  filial  duty,  if  he  refused  to  admit 
of  his  father's  absolute  direction  of  all  his  affairs,  and  taking 
to  himself  what  share  of  the  profits  of  his  farm  be  pleased. 
In  every  civilized  community,  one  would  ex)>ect  to  find  a 
time  when  men  ought  to  be  esteemed  of  age  to  determine 
and  act  for  themselves. 

Respecting  the  ancient  constitutional  mode  of  Govern- 
ment, by  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  it  may  have  been  the  best  mode  that  could 
have  been  fallen  upon  for  the  government  of  that  people; 
but  why  these  young  aurarian  States,  where  no  such  being 
as  a  Lord  exists,  should  have  any  regard  to  a  set  of  prero- 
gatives which  a  number  of  petty  tyrants  usurped,  and  by 
force  of  arms  confirmed  to  themselves,  I  have  not  hitherto 
had  penetration  to  discover.  I  presume,  whoever  will  take 
tlie  pains  to  inform  himself  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  or  Poland, 
will  lind  nothing  in  the  character  of  their  Lords  which  w-ill 
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set  him  on  loiigiug  for  sucli  an  order  ol'  men  in  America. 
lla  Republican  Governmenl,  as  it  was  managed  in  England, 
where,  by  the  way,  it  never  did  in  our  knowledge  exist, 
failed  to  give  peace  and  security  there,  it  lias  been  more 
forlunale"in  Jlol/anil.  And  doubtless  the  fitness  or  inade- 
(juacy  of  (leculiar  forms  of  Government  are  ever  relative 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  people  for  whom  they  are  de- 
signed. 

The  danger  of  our  falling;  into  civil  wars  amons  ourselves 
1  view  at  a  remote  distance  as  yet ;  and  all  that  can  be 
harped  on  the  string  of  religious  domination  is  perfectly  idle, 
for  the  major  voice  of  the  Continent  would  be,  "no  par- 
ticular establishment  whatever,"  if  it  was  now  put  to  vote; 
and  as  there  seems  little  danger  of  this  Country  growing 
more  ignorant  while  it  maintains  its  liberty,  there  is  no  lit- 
tle piobability  of  graceless  zealots,  or  ignorant  bigots,  dis- 
turbing the  counnunity  much  about  their  peculiar  modes  of 
laith.  1  believe  none  but  enemies  to  the  civil  and  religious 
rights  and  liberties  n(  Aiinrint   ha\  e   any  reason   to   dread 

I  most  sincerely  wish  that  my  cijuntrymen,  of  every  sect 
and  denomination,  would  take  pains  to  •'search  the  Scrip- 
lures,"  i.  e.  the  writings  of  the  learned  and  good,  who  have 
set  life  and  death,  political  as  well  as  spiritual,  before  their 
eyes,  and  gain  a  cajiacity  to  judge  for  themselves  in  mat- 
ters of  such  importance  as  the  liberty  of  themselves  and 
posterity.  Every  man  is  obliged  to  know  the  law,  at  his 
perd  ;  ami  who  can  have  any  serviceable  knowledge  of 
muiucipal  law,  unless  he  studies  natural  and  politick  law,  on 
which  municipal  law  is  founded?  Two  moderate  octavos, 
published  by  Burlamaqui,  will  instruct  him  in  these  impor- 
tant elements  ol'  the  science,  without  which  he  is  really 
incapable  of  enjoying  the  benefits  of  civil  society.  When 
men  talk  of  their  aversion  to  politicks,  1  cannot  avoid  pity- 
ing their  misled  apprehensions  of  the  term,  contemning 
their  laziness,  or  detesting  their  wickedness.  Every  free- 
man, says  Blackstonc,  ought  to  be  in  some  measure  his 
own  governour :  and  how  shall  he  either  govern  or  obey, 
with  any  degree  of  understanding,  if  ignorant  of  the  very 
first  principles  of  the  rule  of  his  conduct?  Thus  much,  says 
the  same  author,  is  incumbent  on  persons  even  of  inferior 
condition,  who  have  neither  time  nor  capacity  to  enlarge 
their  views.  But  those  on  whom  nature  and  fortune  have 
bestowed  more  abilities  and  greater  leisure  cannot  be  easily 
excused;  even  to  sn|ipose  such  ignorant  in  their  branch  of 
learning  is  treated  by  Mr.  Locke  (whom  he  quotes)  as  a 
strange  absurdity.  ^Vould  every  one  who  can  read  peruse 
l.,ord  Somcrs's  Judgment  of  Nations,  (a  two  shilling  pamph- 
let,) and  Locke  on  Government,  (about  the  same  bulk,) 
they  would  need  no  more  excitement  to  study  their  birth- 
rights. 

ADNER    liIill;riS   TO   NF-.W-VOHK    CilNI  M  ITT  f.K. 

To  lliK  Uonuuraljlc  tin:   < 'nniiiiiurr  iif  Sufrlii   for  the   Citi/ 

,;/Ni;w-YnuK. 
The   humble  rnilion  of  .\n-.iAi  \Uiu.i.-.  in  hrhuirnf  the 

United  Jn/iahitanis  ofllu:   Inland  »/\\anti  tkkt,  sh,  ir- 

>th: 

Whi'icas  the  inhabitants  of  said  Island  are  greatly  dis- 
iresscd  lor  the  want  of  provisions,  and  have  been  necessita- 
ted to  apjily  to  some  part  of  the  Continent  for  a  supply; 
and  knowing  their  situation  to  be  such  as  would  attract  the 
attention  and  compassion  of  any  one  properly  acfjuainted 
with  the  truly  de|)lorable  stale  in  which  they  at  present 
.ue,  liisi  made  application  to  tlii^  ( 'ummittee  of  Corres- 
piindrnce  lor  the  Town  of  Fnhiioiith.  Leave  was  accord- 
ingly very  readily  granted  to  have  it  cx|)orted  from  thence, 
not  doubling  but  it  might  he  safely  conveyed,  as  jjcr  the 
resolves  of  said  Committee,  which  herewith  please  to  re- 
ceive. But  the  brave  Aim  lican  Amn-  being  in  the  parts 
adjacent,  and  conseciuently  ou-hl  to  hr  suliiciently  sup- 
plied, recjuire  all  the  provisioin  that  can  be  conveniently 
spared  from  those  parts.  Should  your  Honours  kindly 
grant  leave  to  have  a  small  vessel,  of  about  thirty  tons 
burden,  loaded  at  this  place,  for  the  supply  of  the  said  in- 
habitants of  Nantucket,  your  petitioner  will  give  sufficient 
bonds,  to  any  amount,  that  he  will  with  the  greatest  care 
lirst  convey  the  said  cargo  of  provisions  to  the  aforesaid 
Town  of  Falmnuth,  and  there  will  give  sullicient  bonds  to 
ilelivur  the  same  at  .Wmturkct. 


N.  B.  The  above  petition  has  been  presented  to  the 
Committee,  who  refer  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  honour- 
able the  Provincial  Congress,  for  their  sentiments  on  the 
niatter.  

CHUISTIAN   BKRGH  AND  OTHEKS   TO   NEW-VORK  CONGRESS. 
N..iv.Yoik  J.iil,  Octol>er  11.  1775. 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Congress. 
The  liuinlile  I'ctition  q/"  Timothy  Doughty,  Christian 
Bkiu.ii,  Jan.,  and  Adam  Beugh,  sheiveth  : 
That  yiHir  |ietitioiiers  have  been  confined  almost  six 
weeks,  expecting  to  be  brought  to  trial  for  a  certain  misde- 
meanor laid  to  their  charge  ;  and  your  [letitioners  have 
expended  all  their  money,  and  must  now  suffer,  without 
they  have  a  speedy  delivery.  Your  said  petitioners  also 
have  large  families  (of  twenty  children)  at  home,  not  able 
to  maintain  themselves,  because  of  their  infancy.  Your 
petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Congress  will  take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  give 
\our  petitioners  a  speedy  hearing,  or  at  least  permit}  our 
petitioners  the  liberty  of  the  Town,  so  that  the}-  may  go  to 
their  accjuaintance,  and  obtain  a  living  with  them  until  such 
time  as  they  shall  be  called  upon  to  have  their  hearing. 
Your  petitioners  ))romise  not  to  leave  the  Town  till  they 
shall  be  duly  discharged  ;  they  also  will  appear  every  day 
at  the  Hall,  if  it  is  refjuired  ;  and  your  petitioners  will  ever 
])ray.  Christian  Berc.h,  Ji  n., 

Adam  Bergh, 
Timothy  DoufatTY. 


COT..  JOSEPH   REED  TO  COL.  f.l.OVEH  AND  STEI'IIEN  .MOYLAN. 
C'.uiibrid!;",  Octoljer  11,  1775. 

CiiiNTi.EMEN  ;  Youfs  of  tlic  9th  iiistaut  came  safely  to 
hand.  It  is  some  disapjjointnient  to  us  that  the  vessels 
cannot  be  got  ready  sooner,  as  we  have  just  received  very 
im})ortant  advices  respecting  the  despatch  of  a  number  of 
transiKjrts  from  England,  which  may  be  hourly  expected 
on  the  coast.  The  General,  therel'ore,  directs  that  you 
will  immediately  set  every  hand  to  work  that  can  be  pro- 
cured, and  nut  a  moment  of  lime  be  lost  in  getting  them 
ready.  One  of  you  will  also  proceed  immediately  to  Xew- 
hunj,  and  take  up  a  fourth  vessel  on  the  same  service. 
There  are  carpenters,  guns,  &.C.,  to  be  had  there  in  great 
plenty  ;  and  let  the  same  expedition  be  used  to  this  vessel. 
On  the  day  the  vessels  are  ready  to  sail  you  will  give  us 
notice,  that  we  may  despatch  the  crews.  In  the  equipment 
of  the  two  first  vessels  let  the  agents  lay  in  provisions  for 
six  weeks,  with  water  accordingly,  for  seventy  men. 

Should  Mr.  Moylan  be  gone  to  Portsmouth,  Colonel 
(Hover  is  directed  to  forward  the  ex|)ress  with  this  letter, 
that  he  may  immediately  return  to  \cwl>ur>/port  to  take 
lip  the  fourth  vessel,  which  he  will  do  on  the  best  terms, 
and  let  us  know  what  he  will  want  to  equip  the  vessel  for 
the  sea.  The  General  approves  of  the  steps  taken  respect- 
ing those  ahcad\   engaL;i'il. 

I  am,  (iLiuleiiien,  your  must  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant.  J.  Ret.!). 

To  Colonel  (Hover  and  Si>j>h(n  M,n,lan.  Esi].,  .SaUm  or 

MarbMund. 

P.  S.  The  Instructions  for  the  agents  will  be  forwarded 
ill  a  day  or  two.  

JOS.  RKED  TO  via>inK,Nr  oi   (  (irNrii,  of  Massachusetts. 

lI'iil-Wn.iii.Ts  ("ainhi-i.ljc,  Oftoljor  11,  1775. 

Sin:  Tlii'ie  were  t\\o  women,  taken  in  the  Quebtck 
brig,  sent  down  here  by  the  honourable  Board,  to  go  into 
Jioston.  Tliert!  were  some  |iarticular  reasons  against  their 
going  into  the  Town  for  a  few  days.  They  were  accord- 
ingly ordered  to  stay  here  for  that  lime;  instead  of  which, 
we  are  informed  they  returned  to  if  atertoum,  and  perhajis 
may  have  troubliul  the  Council  unnecessarily.  As  the 
request  of  the  General  Court  was  complied  with,  it  was 
not  thought  needful  to  trouble  them  with  an  answer.  If 
the  women  should  be  at  fl'alrrtoivn  again,  they  may  be 
directed  to  come  here,  as  there  is  now  no  objection  to  their 
goina  in  immediately. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
Joseph  Reku. 
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CONNECTICUT  ASSEMBLY. 

Anno  Regni  Regis  Georgii  Tcrtii  15to,  1775. 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governour  and  Comjiany 
of  the  English  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England, 
in  America,  liokien  at  ]\cu'-lfavcn,  in  said  Colony,  on  the 
second  Thursday  of  October,  being  the  eleventh  day  of 
said  month,  and  continued  by  several  adjomnments  to  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  the  same  month,  Aiinoi/.  Dumini 
1775.     Present  ; 

The  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Es().,  CJovcrnour, 
Jabez  Hamlin,  Elisha  Sheldon,  Jabcz  Huntington,  11  il- 
liam  Fitliin,  Abraham  Daccnjiort,  William  Samuel  John- 
son, Oliver  ll'olcott,  Samuel  Huntington,  Esquires,  As- 
sistants. 

Rcpresenlatives   or   Deputies   of  the   Freemen  of  the 

several   Towns,  are  as  follow,  viz  : 

Hartford. — Colonel  John  I'itkin,  Mr.  Bmj.  Vaijnr. 

Far.mingto.v. — Colonel  Isaac  Lcc,   Colonel  Fishtr  (iai/. 

SfFFiKi.D. — Captain  Abraham  Gramscr,  Captain  Jtdin 
Harmon. 

Coi.CHKSTER.— Mr.  Daniel  Foot,  Capt.  I'ctcr  liulklnj. 

East-VVjndsok. — Colonel  Erastus  liolcoit,  Mr.  licnoni 
Olcott. 

Weatheksfield. — Colonel  Thomas  Bthlen. 

Si.MSUURY. — iMr.  Judah  Holcomb,  Mr.  Elisha  Graham. 

East-Haddam.— Mr.  Daniel  Brainard,  Mr.  Jabez  Chap- 
man. 

Stafford. — Capt.  haac  Finney.  Capt.  Samuel  Doris. 

Haddam.— Capt.  Joseph  Brooks,  iMr.  Joseph  Smith. 

Hebron. — Capt.  Benjamin  Biiell,  Mi.  Samuel  Gilbert. 

WiLLiNGTON. — Major  Elijah  Fcnton,  Mr.  Caleb  Holt. 

Bolton. — Mr.  Benjamin  Trumbull,  Mr.  Seth  King. 

Tolland. — .Mr.  Ichabod  Greggs,  Captain  James  Choiu- 
berlin . 

Enfield. — iMaj.  Xathaniel  Terry,  Mr.  Nathaniel Clurpin. 

So.MERS.— -Mr.  'Hezehiah  Spencer,  Mr.  Beuben  Sikes. 

JMiDDLETowN. — ^;Mr.  Titus  Hosmcr,   Doctor  John  Dick- 

Wlndsor. — Major  Roger  Newbury,  Ca)it.  Henry  ^-lllyn. 
Glastenburv. — Capt.  Jonathan  Hells,  Mr.  Elijah  Hol- 

ister. 
Chatham. — Mr.  David  Sage,  Mr.  Ebcnezcr  Uhite. 
New-Haven. — Mr.  Samuel  Bishop,  },\\-.  Jonathan   Filrh. 
Di'RHAM. — Colonel  James  JVadsworth,  Jun.,   Mr.  Daniel 

Hall. 
Waterbury. — Mr.  Joseph   Hopkins,  Capt.  J^zru  Bran- 
son. 
MiLFORD. — Mr.  Ephraim  Strong,  Mr.  Isaac  Mills. 
Guilford. — Mr.  ./o/(;(  Burgess,  Mr.  Samuel  Brown. 
Derby. — Captain  John  Holbrook. 

Branford. — Capt.  Edward  Busscll,  Mr.  Daniel  Fagc. 
Wallingford. — Air.  Samuel  Beach,  Mr.  Oliver  Stanly. 
New-London. — Mr.    Richard   Law,    Mr.    IVilliani    Hil- 

house. 
Norwich. — Mr.  Benjamin  Huntington,  Mr.  Isata:  Tracy. 
KiLLiNGWORTH.— Mr.   Elnathou  Stevens,   Mr.  Ilezrkiah 

Lane. 
Saybrook. — -Captain  Benjamin  Uilliams,  Captain  Justus 

Buck. 
Lyme.— Major  .V„„(,/,/  Srldn,.  Mr.  John  Lay.  -2,1. 
Stonixgton.— Mr.    Nathaniel   Minor,    Captain    ll'illiam 

IVilliams. 
Gr.iton.— Mr.  Thomas  Mumford.  Mi.  Nathan  Gallop. 
Prh>ton.— Capt.   H'Uliam  l\itter,{':\y\.J,,s<ph  Tyler. 
Fairfield.— Mr.     Jonathan     Slan^ess,     Air.     Thaddeus 

Burr. 
Stratford.— Captain  Robert  Fairchild,  Colonel  Ichabod 

Lewis. 
Stamford. — Mr.  Benjamin  Weed,  Mr.  Thomas  Young. 
NoRWALK. — Colonel     Thomas   Fitch,    Doctor     Thaddeus 

Betts. 
Greknwich. — Colonel  John  Mead. 
RiDGEFiELi). — Mr.  Samuel  Olmstead,  Colonel  Fhilip  B. 

Bradley. 
Danbury. — Captain  Daniel  Starr. 
New-Fairfield. — Mr.  Alexander  Stewart,  Captain  Dan 

Towner. 
Redi.in(;.— Mr.  Lemuel  Sanford,   .Mr.   William  Hawley. 
Windham.— Mr.  .Samuel  Webb,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Devotion. 
Lebanon.— Colonel  Hilliam  Williams. 


Canterbury. — Colonel   Jabez  Fitch,   Captain  Ebenezer 

Bacon. 
Coventry. — Captain  Ebenezer  Kingsbury,  Mr.  Jeremiah 

Ripley. 
Plainfield. — Mr.  William  Robinson,  Mr.  Joshua  Dunlap. 
Po.MFRET. — Colonel  Ebenezer  Willimns. 
AsHFORD. — Captain  Benjamin  Sumner,  Air.  Ezra  Smith. 
KiLi.iNGLV.— Mr.  Simeon  Learned,   Mr.  benjamin  Lca- 

vins. 
Mansfield.- Mr.   Benjamin  Chaplin,  Captain  Amariah 

Williams. 
WoDDSTorK..— Captain  Elisha  Child,  Capt.  Simuel  Mc- 

Clellan. 
VoLUNTowN. — Mr.  James  Gordon,  Mr.  Robert  Hunter. 
Litchfield. — ^Mr.  Abraham  Bradley. 
WooDiuiHV.— .Mr.    Daniel    Sherman,    Captaui     Increase 

Moseley. 
Tokkington.— Air.  ./»/,»  Cook. 
Sharon.— Mr.  ./../,»  Caufnld,  Air.   Caleb  Jnnir. 
(JosiiEN.- Col.   Bbrnr'.r'r  \„rt.n,Mv.   Dorld  Thompson. 
{.'an-aan.- Capl.  Samuel  l'),rb,s.  .Mr.  A^oh,l  ll,b,e. 
Nkw-AIilford.— .Miijor  Samiirl  fanjietd.  Ca|il.  Sbrrman 

Boardman. 
C(.rnwai,L.— Air.  Edward  RoL'crs,  Mr.  John   Fearer. 
New-Hartford.— .Mr.  Abel  Merrill,  Capt.   Seth  Smiih. 
Kent.— Capt.  Jethro  Hatch,  Capt.  Justus  Sackitt. 
IIarwi.nton.— Mr.  Josioh  Fhelps,  Capt.  .lohn  Wilson. 
Westmoreland.— Col.   Zdndon  Butler,   Alajor  Ezrkiel 

Fearce. 
Salisbury.— Capt.  Ablel  Camp,  Capt.  ./<'/««  Bird. 
William  Williams,  i:-,,..  Sp.-ak-r  eS  tli,'  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ;    Richard  Law,  Lm|.,   Cjeik. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  an  Embargo  he  forth- 
wiih  laid  upon  the  exportation  out  of  this  Colony,  by  water, 
of  the  followin;^  articles  of  Provision,  viz  :  Wheat,  Rye. 
Indian  Corn,  Pork,  Beef,  Live  Cattle,  Peas  and  Beans. 
Butler,  Cheese,  Bread,  Flour,  and  every  kind  of  Meat, 
except  necessary  stores  for  Vessels  bound  to  sea  ;  and  that 
his  Honour  the  Governour  be,  and  he  is  heVpljy  desired  to 
issue  a  Proclamation  laying  such  Embargo,  and  [irohiblting 
the  exportation  of  such  Provisions  accordingly  ;  such  Eni- 
l.iargo  to  continue  till  the  first  da)-  of  June  next  :  provided, 
nevertheless,  that  his  Honour  the  Governour  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  empowered  and  fully  authorized  to  grant  Permits 
for  the  exportation  out  of  this  Colony,  by  water,  of  Live 
Cattle  and  Provisions,  in  such  cases,  and  to  such  ports  and 
places,  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  ex|)edicnt  for  the 
publick  service  ;  jirovided,  also,  that  his  Honour  the  Gov- 
ernour, by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  may  dis- 
continue the  Embargo,  in  whole  or  in  part,  at  an\  time 
when  they  shall  judge  it  expedient. 

This  Assembly  being  informed  that  certain  questions  and 
disputes  have  arose  amongst  the  Troops  lately  raised  by 
this  Colony,  and  sent  into  the  Colony  of  Nac-  York,  aiui 
such  as  are  now  employed  against  the  Ministerial  Forces 
in  Canada  ;  wdiich  disputes,  unless  prevented,  may  be  at- 
tended with  unliappy  consequences  : 

Therefore,  it  is  hereby  Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  Tiiar 
all  the  Troops  which  liave  been  lately  raised  by  this  Colo- 
ny, for  the  special  defence  thereof,  and  sent  into  the  Colony 
of  New-York,  and  all  such  as  are  now  employed  against 
the  Alinislerial  Troops  in  Canada,  are  and  shall  he  subject 
to  the  Rules,  Orders,  Regulations,  and  Discipline  of  the 
(.'ongress  of  the  Tw^elve  Uniteil  Colonies,  during  the  lirne 
of  their  enlistment. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Roger  .Sherman.  Oli- 
ver Wolcoit,  Samuel  Huntington,  Titus  Hosmer,  and  ff'it- 
liam  Williams,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  heieby  appointed 
Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  at  the  General  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Colonies  in  America,  for  the  year  en- 
suing, and  until  others  be  chosen  ;  that  is  tn  say:  the  said 
Uoger  Sherman,  Oliver  Wolcotl.  and  Samuil  Huntington. 
Escjuires,  do  attend  said  Congress  ;  ami.  on  the  failure  of 
either  of  the  said  gentlemen,  by  sickness  or  otherwise,  then 
tlie  said  Titus  Hosmer  or  Hilliam  Uilliams,  f^squires,  are 
to  supply  the  place  or  places  of  any  or  either  of  the  said 
three  gentlemen  first  named,  in  such  manner  that  three  of 
said  Delegates,  and  three  only,  do  attend  said  Congress  a: 
any  one  time  ;  and  the  said  three  Delegates,  or  any  or 
either  of  them  u  ho  ^hall    he    present  m  said  Congiess,  are 
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licreby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  represent  this 
(Jolony  in  said  Contjress,  to  con^idt.  advise,  and  resolve, 
ujion  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  and  pursued  for  the 
defence,  security,  and  preservation  of  the  rights  and  liber- 
lies  of  the  said  United  Colonies,  and  for  their  common 
safety;  and  of  such  their  proceedings  and  resolves  they  do 
uansinit  autheniick  copies,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Gene- 
i-il  Assembly  of  this  Colony  ;  that  the  said  Delegates,  now 
appointed,  d'o  repair  to  and  take  their  seats  in  said  Con- 
gress by  the  fust  day  of  Janminj  next,  in  case  said  Con- 
gress shall  be  then  sitting,  or  as  soon  after  as  said  Congress 
shall  be  convened  ;  and  that  the  said  gentlemen  who  are 
now  attending  said  Congress  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  do 
continue  in  their  said  oliice  until  the  gentlemen  now  chosen, 
mid  are  directed  to  attend  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  arrive 
:»t  said  Congress. 

AVhereas  the  Committee  appointed  by  this  Assendjly  in 
May  last,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  three  thousand  stand 
of  Arms  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  iic,  have  now  repre- 
sented to  this  Assembly  that  they  have  proceeded  in  said 
business,  and  procured  a  considerable  number  of  said  Arms 
;o  be  made  in  this  Colony,  which  are  now  in  the  hands  of 
said  Committee  ;  but,  notwithstanding  their  utmost  assi- 
duity, have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  whole  number 
(jrdered  by  said  Act,  within  the  time  therein  limited  : 

Resolved  by  this  AssLinbly,  That  the  said  Committee  be 
directed,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  purchase  and 
receive  for  the  use  of  this  Colony  all  the  stands  of  Fire- 
Arms  which  shall  be  made  and  completed  within  this  Colo- 
ny, according  to  the  direction  of  the  aforesaid  Act,  and 
shall  be  delivered  to  said  Committee  at  any  time  before 
the  first  day  of  May  next ;  and  the  manufacturers  of  said 
Firc-Arms  and  Gun-Locks  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive 
tiie  same  bounty  as  those  are  entitled  to  by  said  Act,  who 
made  and  delivered  to  the  Committee  any  Arms  before  the 
iwentielh  day  of  October  instant,  the  time  therein  limited. 

An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  Art  entitled  An  Act  for 
the  forming  and  reisulalin^-  the  Militia,  and  for  the 
encouragrintnt  of  military  sL:ill,for  the  better  defence 
of  this  Colony. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Vovcrnour,  Council,  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and,  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same,  That  the  chief  officer  of  every  Troop 
shall  cause  the  Arms  and  Anmiunition  of  all  under  his  com- 
mand, and  the  chief  oflicer  of  every  Company  of  Foot 
shall  cause  the  Arms  and  Annnunition  of  all  under  his 
command,  and  also  of  all  others,  dwelling  within  the  limits 
of  his  Com[)any,  who  are  by  law  obliged  to  keep  Arms, 
io  be  reviewed  on  the  first  Monday  o(  May  and  the  first 
Monday  of  October,  annually,  by  re(|uirina  such  persons  to 
bring  forth  their  Arms  and  Ammunition  at  a  certain  time 
and  place  by  such  officer  appointed  ;  and  if  any  of  the  per- 
sons aforesaid  shall  not  ajipear,  being  thereto  required  and 
duly  wained,  or  shall  be  deiicient  in  Arms  or  Ammunition, 
such  persons,  re3[)cctivcly.  shall  pay  the  same  fine  for  non- 
api)earance,  and  also  for  deficiency  of  Arms  or  Ammuni- 
tion, as  in  and  by  said  Act  is  jirovided  ;  saving  and  except- 
ing, in  said  Act  is  excepted,  any  repealing  Act,  or  any  law, 
usage,  or  custom,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  this  Act 
to  continue  and  be  in  force  lor  the  term  of  one  year  from 
the  rising  of  this  Assembly,  and  no  longer. 

An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  for 
forminp:  ami  regulating  the  Militia,  and  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  iitililary  sl:ill,for  the  bitter  ilefcnce  of  this 
Colony. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  (lorernour.  Council,  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same.  That  each  and  every  Trooper,  enlisted 
into  and  belonging  to  any  Troop  of  Horse  in  this  Colony, 
shall,  within  three  months  from  the  first  dav  of  \ovcmber 
next,  furnish  and  provide  himself  with  a  suitable  Horse  and 
fiu'nituro,  n  Carbine,  and  evci'y  other  article  of  Fire-Arms 
and  accoutrements  which  are,  by  law,  already  directed  and 
prescribed  for  Troopers,  and  the  same  const;nitly  hold  and 
keep  in  readiness  for  service  ;  and  that  evej'v  [)erson  who 
shall  hereafter  enlist  and  be  received  into  any  Troop  of 
Horse,  shall,  within  three  months  afiersnch  his  enlistment, 
be  completely  furnished,  provided,  and  e(iuipped,  in  manner 
aforesaid. 


Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
every  enlisted  or  to  be  enlisted  Trooper,  who  shall  neglect 
10  furnish  and  provide  himself  in  manner  and  within  the 
lime  and  times  limited  as  aforesaid,  shall  be,  by  the  Cap- 
tain or  chief  officer  of  such  Troop,  discharged  and  dis- 
missed from  the  same  ;  and  every  person  so  discharged 
shall  be  liable  and  shall  attend  and  perforin  military  duty 
in  the  Company  of  Foot,  within  whose  limits  he  shall  be- 
long, under  the  same  regulations  as  the  soldiers  of  said 
Company,  by  law,  are,  unless  such  discharged  Trooper  is 
or  shall  be,  by  law,  otherwise  exempted. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  Captain  or  chief  officer  of  every  Troop,  where  any  such 
neglect  shall  happen,  shall,  within  a  short  reasonable  time 
after,  certify  such  neglect,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  so 
neglecting  and  discharged,  to  the  Captain  or  chief  ofiicer 
of  the  Foot  Company,  within  whose  limits  the  same  shall 
happen  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Captain  of  such 
Foot  Company  to  enroll  and  require  such  discharged 
Trooper  to  attend  and  do  duty  in  his  Company  as  afore- 
said. 

And  it  is  further  enacted.  That  if  any  Captain  or  chief 
officer,  of  any  Company  of  Horse  or  Foot,  shall  neglect 
his  duty  as  required  by  this  Act,  he  shall  pay  a  fine  of  ten 
Shillings,  for  each  offence,  to  the  Town  Treasurer  of  the 
Town  to  which  he  belongs,  for  the  use  of  said  Town,  to 
be  recovered,  by  warrant,  from  the  Colonel  of  the  Regi- 
ment to  which  he  belongs:  provided,  nevertheless,  that  if 
any  such  Trooper  shall  be  deficient  in  any  article  required, 
which  is  not  to  be  had  or  obtained  in  this  Colon)  ,  it  shall 
be  in  the  power  of  the  Colonel  or  chief  oflicer  of  the  Regi- 
ment, in  such  case  only,  to  excuse  him  from  the  penalty  of 
this  Act  until  such  articles  can  be  procured. 

AVhereas  the  Listers,  in  sundry  Towns  in  this  Colony, 
have,  by  mistake,  omitted  to  insert,  in  the  General  List  ol 
Polls  and  Rateable  Estate  in  such  Towns,  made  up  and  sent 
to  this  Assembly,  the  Polls  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  be- 
longing to  said  Towns,  who  are  abroad  in  the  service  of 
this  Colony,  in  the  Army,  from  whence  inconveniences  may 
arise  ;  which  to  prevent. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Lists  made  up  as 
aforesaiil,  without  inserting  the  Polls  of  such  Officers  and 
Soldiers,  may  be  received  and  entered  by  the  Committee 
for  receiving  the  Lists  from  the  several  Towns,  said  omis- 
sion notwithstanding. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved.  That  the  Listers,  in  any  of 
the  Towns  in  this  Colony,  who  have  omitted  to  insert  the 
Polls  of  such  Officers  and  Soldiers,  in  the  Lists  they  have 
made  up  and  sent  to  this  Assembly,  be  and  they  are  di- 
rected and  enjoined  to  make  up  an  additional  List  of  the 
Polls  of  such  Oliicers  and  Soldiers,  and  send  the  same  to 
this  Assembly,  at  this  or  their  next  session. 

And  whereas  said  omissions  proceeded  from  a  mistaken 
apprehension  of  their  duty  in  such  Listers,  for  which  said 
Towns  ought  not  suffer  loss  or  damage : 

Resolved,  That  said  Towns  shall  have  and  receive  their 
School  Money,  after  the  rate  of  forty  Shillinus  on  every 
thousand  l\)unds,  on  such  additions  of  the  Polls  of  said 
Officers  and  Soldiers,  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  said 
omissions  notwithstanding  ;  and  the  Tieasurer  is  authorized 
and  directed  to  pay  the  same  to  such  Towns  accordingly. 

Resolreil  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony  be  directed,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  and  ordered, 
to  receive  into  the  Treasury  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  Money, 
or  Bills,  lately  emitted  by  order  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, which  have  already  or  hereafter  shall  be  ordered  by 
said  Congress  to  be  remitted  to  this  Colony. 

And  whereas  there  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Jl  illiam  f al- 
liums, Es(|.,  Speaker  of  the  Lower  House  of  Assembly,  a 
large  sum  of  said  Bills,  Sec, 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Jniliam  IVIlliams, 
Esi].,  do  deliver  saitl  J3ills,  now  in  his  hands,  to  tlie  Trea- 
surer, and  receive  his  receipt  therefor,  and  lodge  the  same 
with  the  Secretary  of  this  Colony;  and  also  receive  a  re- 
ceipt for  all  such  sum  or  sums  which  the  Treasurer  hath 
hercnofore  receiverl  from  any  other  person  or  |)er3ons,  and 
lodge  the  same  as  aforesaid.  And  that  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  those  who  shall  herealter  be  employed  to  bring  further 
sum  or  sums  of  said  Money,  or  Bills,  to  deliver  the  same  to 
the  Treasurer,  and  receive  his  receipt  therefor,  and  lodge 


1021 


COiNNECTICUT  ASSEMBLY,  OCTOBER,  1775. 


[02i^ 


the  same  with  the  Secretary  as  aforeasid;  and  tliat  the  Trea- 
surer pay  out  the  same  according  to  the  order  of  this  As- 
sembly. 

Wliereas  this  Assembly  have  appointed  and  authorized 
John  Canfidd,  Esq.,  to  receive  out  of  the  Colony  Trea- 
sury the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  lawful 
money,  which  he  is  to  apply  to  the  relief  of  the  infirm 
and  sick  Soldiers  at  Ticoiukroga,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  such  way  and  man- 
ner as  in  the  Act  of  this  Assembly  is  directed  ;  and  this 
Assembly  being  informed  that  there  are  Continental  Bills 
in  the  hands  of  Colonel  fVilliam  JViUiams,  that  are  to  be 
delivered  by  him  into  the  Treasury  of  this  Colony: 

Resolved,  therefore,  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  said 
Jvltn  Canjield,  Esq.,  apply  to  the  said  Colonel  UH/iaiiis, 
and  receive  of  him  so  many  Continental  Bills  as  to  amount 
to  said  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  ;  which  sum 
the  said  Colonel  nUliams  is  desired  to  pay  to  the  saitl 
John  Canficld,  Esq.;  and  said  Canjichts  receipt  therefor 
shall  be  acce|)ted,  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  as  pay- 
ment for  that  sum,  of  the  said  Col.  ff'illiam  HUIiams. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  John  Cdiijield,  Esq., 
receive,  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury,  the  sum  of  one  liun- 
dred  and  fifty  Pounds,  and  thereu[)on  forthwith  re|iair  to 
Ticonderogii,  and  parts  adjacent,  and  apj)ly  to  the  jiroper 
oificers  of  the  United  Colonies,  that  they  afibrd  all  proper 
and  suitable  relief,  on  account  of  the  Uniletl  Colonies,  lo 
all  sick  and  infirm  Soldiers,  in  that  quarter,  who  have  en- 
listed in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  and  are  or  may  be  law- 
fully returning  home  ;  and  in  case  no  ade(juate  relief  can 
be  had  on  account  of  the  United  Colonies,  then  he,  the 
said  John  Canficld,  Esq.,  is  hereby  directed  to  give  such 
sick  and  infirm  Soldiers  all  such  relief  as  may  be  necessary, 
at  the  expense  of  this  Colony,  and  lay  his  account,  for  his 
services  and  expenditures  herein,  before  the  Pay  Table  for 
allowance,  and  fully  account  for  the  money  he  shall  receive 
as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  John  Canfield,  Esq.,  is  further  di- 
rected to  receive  and  adjust  all  accounts,  which  have  arisen 
for  the  relief  of  such  sick  and  infirm  Soldiers,  for  which  no 
compensation  has  or  can  be  otherwise  obtained,  and  lay 
the  same  before  the  Pay  Table,  who  shall  order  payment 
therefor,  and  for  all  other  accounts  which  have  or  may 
have  arisen  in  manner  aforesaid,  according  to  what  they 
shall  find  justly  and  equitably  due. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  defence  of  the  Sea-Const  cfthis 
Colony,  during  the  term  therein  limited. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  a  Company  of  seventy  men  be  enlisted 
and  stationed  at  New-London,  from  the  --iOtb  day  o[  Octo- 
ber instant,  until  the  1st  day  ol' December  next,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  same  ;  that  said  men  be  commanded  by  a 
Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  and  an  Ensign.  That  the  works 
begun  on  the  old  Fort,  at  New-London,  be  finished  and 
completed,  and  that  said  men,  to  be  enlisted,  be  employed 
in  performing  the  same  ;  and  that  the  Cannon  belonging 
to  this  Colony,  now  in  said  Sew-London,  be  mounted  on 
said  Fort,  and  that  said  Fort  be  supplied  with  one  ton  of 
Gunpowder  out  of  the  Colony  stores.  That  a  suitable 
platform  be  erected  and  made  on  said  Fort,  and  that  the 
Colony  Treasurer,  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Pay  Ta- 
ble, issue  and  pay  to  the  Cajnain  of  said  Company  of  Sol- 
diers the  sum  ot  one  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  laid  out  in 
purchase  of  materials  for  said  platform,  and  other  necessary 
expenses  on  said  works,  for  which  the  said  Captain  shall 
render  his  account  when  required.  That  a  Company  of 
thirty  men  be  enlisted  and  stationed  at  New-Haven,  under 
the  command  of  a  Lieutenant,  from  the  ^Oth  day  of  Oc- 
tober instant,  until  the  1st  day  of  December  next"  for  the 
defence  thereof.  That  fifteen  men  be  enlisted  and  stationed 
at  Lyme,  under  the  command  of  a  Lieutenant,  from  said 
20th  of  October  to  said  1st  day  o{  December,  for  the  de- 
fence thereof.  That  a  Company  of  forty  men  be  enlisted 
and  stationed  at  Stonington,  under  the  command  of  a  Cap- 
tain, from  said  ^Oth  day  of  October  to  said  1st  day  o(  De- 
cember, for  the  defence  thereof.  That  said  Officers  and 
Soldiers  shall  have  and  receive  the  same  monthly  wages 
with  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  already  raised  for  the  defence 
of  this  Colony  ;  and  that  said  Officers  and  Soldiers  be 
allowed   the  sum  of  'a\e   Siiijlings   and  tlu'ee   Pence,  iier 


week,  for  their  billeting,  during  the  term  aforesaid  ;  and 
that  the  Ofiicers  already  appointed  by  his  Honour  the  Go- 
vernour and  Conmiittee  of  Safety,  still  continue  to  have 
the  command  of  said  respective  bodies  of  men,  agreeable 
to  said  appointment. 

Resolved  by  this  Asseiidily,  Tim  llie  Committee  of  Pay 
Table  be  directed,  and  ihey  are  hereby  directed  and  orderec!, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  to  prepare  and  state  an  account  of  ail 
the  ex|)ense  and  disbursements  this  Colony  hath  been  a; 
in  raising,  equipjiing,  and  furnishing  the  Troops  lately  raised 
in  this  Colony,  agreeable  to  Act  of  this  Assembly,  for  the 
defence  of  the  invaded  rights  oC  America,  and  all  other 
expense  which  has  been  incurred  by  this  Coloisy  in  defence 
and  prosecution  of  the  said  common  cause  of  America,  anrl 
transnnt  to  his  Honour  the  Governour  an  authenticated 
copy  of  said  accounts,  who  is  hereby  desired  to  transuiit 
the  same  to  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  and  re- 
quest the  payment  of  the  balance  which  shall  appear  to  lit- 
due  to  this  Colony. 

Resolved  by  this  Assenddy.  Tlmi  the  Comminee  of  Pav 
Table  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  receive,  adjus: 
and  allow  what  is  reasonable,  of  the  accounts  of  Physicians, 
Surgeons,  Kurses,  and  others,  who  have  attended  or  shall 
attend  upon  or  support  the  sick,  among  the  Troops  raised 
by  this  Colony,  who  are  taken  sick  in  the  service  eithc 
before  or  on  the  march  to  or  from  their  encampments,  and 
not  under  advantage  of  being  taken  care  of  as  the  sick  n 
the  Army  are,  and  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  of  ;;;i< 
Colony  for  the  payment  thereof  accordingly. 

Resolved  by  this  AsscmUy,  That  the  Post  now  liiiuiL, 
from  Woodstock  to  Fairfield,  through  Lebanon,  in  this  Cr- 
lony,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  be  continued  by  il,( 
same  person  or  person^,  and  under  the  same  rcgulatioi.- 
and  circumstances,  at  the  pidjlick  expense,  as  has  betii 
heretofore  used  and  practised,  until  the  further  order  oi 
this  Assembly,  or  until  some  other  regulations,  adequate  ;i' 
the  purposes  of  such  Post,  shall  be  made  by  tiic  i^os;in;;s;ei- 
General. 

Whereas  his  Honour  tlie  Governour,  uitli  the  Comm.i- 
tee  of  Safety,  did  order  a  number  of  Men,  Officers  and 
Soldiers,  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  tlie  Towns  of  Nen- 
Havtn,  Ntic-London,  Lyme,  and  Stonington,  in  this  Colo- 
ny, at  which  places  said  Ofiicers  and  Soldiers  weie  stationei 
from  the  '^Oth  day  of  October  instant : 

Resolved,  therefore,  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Con;- 
m.iitee  of  the  Pay  Table  for  this  Colony  be,  and  tlie\'  ai-i' 
hereby  enqiowered  to  receive,  examine,  and  adjust,  the 
several  Accounts  and  Expenditures  for  the  purpose  afoie- 
said,  and  draw  orders  for  the  payment  thereof  upon  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  pay 
such  siuns  to  the  chief  officer  of  each  Company,  respcr  i- 
ively,  as  shall  be  found  due. 

Whereas  this  Assembly,  m  their  session  m  May  las;, 
appointed  Colonel  Erastus  /Fo/coff,  Captain  Samuel  JVadt.- 
worth,  Cajitain  Ezekiel  ff'illiams,  i\lr.  Epaphras  Bull. 
Henry  Allyn,  Esq.,  Colonel  Fisher  Gay,  Colonel  M<n- 
ihew  Talcott,  Co]one\  James  IVadsworth.Capn'mJonathau 
ll'ells.  Ebenezer  White,  Esq.,  and  Colonel  Jonathan  Hum- 
fhrey,  a  Conmiittee,  with  instructions,  at  the  expense  o. 
this  Colony,  to  take  care  of  and  provide  for  a  number  o, 
Officers  aiid  Soldiers,  with  their  Families,  i^c,  v.ho  were 
then  Prisoners  of  ^Var  in  the  Town  of  HartJ'ord ;  and  this 
Assembly  being  informed  that  a  number  of  such  Prisoners 
are  now  in  tliis  Colony,  and  no  provision  is  made  for  their 
confinement  and  support,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  aforesaid  be  empowereo, 
and  they  are  hereby  fully  authorized,  to  take  care  of  ami 
provide  for  all  such  Prisoners  as  are  or  shall  be  ordered  ant? 
directed  to  this  Colony  by  authority,  in  the  same  nianne: 
as  in  said  Act  they  are  directed. 

Whereas  a  former  Assembly  did  appoint  Daniel  Sher- 
man and  Biiijamin  Stiles,  Esquires,  a  Committee  to  pay 
ort'the  Prizes  in  the  Onsatonick  River  Lottery,  that  were 
not  discharged  by  the  Managers  of  said  Lottery;  and  for 
that  purpose  did  order  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  to  de- 
liver into  the  hands  of  said  Sherman  and  Stiles,  Esquires 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  lawful  money,  whereoi 
thev  were  to  account  to  this  Assembly;  and  whereas  nr 
account  has  been  i\ndcied  by  those  gen'.lemen 


1023 


CONNECTICUT  ASSEMBLY,  OCTOBER,  l" 


1024 


licsolieJ  by  this  Assembly,  Tliat  Colonel  Olivtr  Jfol- 
lOtt,  and  Andrew  Adams,  Esq.,  bu  a  Conimitlee  to  settle 
and  adjust  accounts  with  the  said  Daniel  Sherman  and 
Benjamin  Stiles,  Enquires,  of  their  doinj^s  in  the  jjieinises, 
and  receive  of  them  whatever  sum  or  part  of  said  five  hun- 
dred Pounds  may  he  left  in  their  hands,  not  disposed  of 
for  the  use  aforesaid  ;  and  said  former  Connnitlee  are  di- 
rected to  render  their  account  and  payment,  as  aforesaid, 
lo  the  present  Committee,  who  are  to  make  report  to  the 
next  General  Assembly,  of  their  doiiiys  in  the  jjremises. 

Resolved  hij  this  AssemUij,  That  his  Honour  the  Gov- 
crnour  be  desired  lo  w  i  ite  lo  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
state  die  several  matters  relative  lo  the  Prisoners  of  War 
who  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  brought  into  this  Colony, 
and -request  the  direction  of  said  (Jongrcss  in  what  manner 
the  Ollicers  and  Soldiers  who  are  Prisoners  as  aforesaid  shall 
jje  provided  for  and  supported,  and  bow  and  in  what  man- 
ner the  expense  incurred  thereby  shall  be  defrayed  ;  and 
that  his  Honour  transmit,  therewith,  a  copy  of  General 
li'ashingtons  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection  at 
//(;)-(/o;y/,  respecting  Major  French -and  his  companions; 
also,  said  French's  request,  contained  in  his  Billet  lo  Mr. 
I'aijnc,  and  Captain  Uilliam  Delapluces  Memorial,  pre- 
ferred to  this  Assembly. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly.  That  the  Arccumts  exhibited 
to  this  Assembly,  for  allowance,  by  -lohn  links,  .Juu.,  and 
John  Boles,  3d,  both  o\'  jS'e w- London,  for  sundry  articles 
supplied  to  Ollicers  and  Soldiers  raised  in  this  Colony,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Pay  Table,  who  are  directed 
to  examine  and  adjust  said  Accounts,  and  to  diaw  on  the 
Treasurer  for  what  they  shall  allow  therein,  and  charge  the 
same  to  the  respective  Ollicers  at  who-e  request  the  said 
articles  were  had,  as  appears  by  said  Accounts,  to  be  ad- 
justed, upon  settlement,  between  said  Committee  of  Pay 
Table  and  said  Ollicers;  which  said  Accounts  said  Com- 
mittee of  Pay  Table  are  diiccled  to  receive  and  keep  Ibr 
that  purpose. 

This  .\sseuibly  do  appoint  Jonathan  Filch,  Esq.,  to  be 
Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony, 
in  the  room  of  Colonel  Leveret  Hubbard,  resigned. 

Major  Jf'illiam  Danielson  to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 
the  Eleventh  Regiment  in  this  Colony,  in  the  room  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Putnam,  promoted. 

Captain  Samuel  MrClellan  to  bo  Major  of  the  Eleventh 
Regiment  in  this  Colony,  in  the  room  of  Major  Danielson, 
|)romoted. 

Joseph  Hopkins,  Esq.,  and  Captain  Samuel  Fonls  are 
appointed  a  C'ommittee  to  repair  lo  the  Lead  Mines  in 
j\ew-C'anaan,  and  examine  into  the  (juality,  state,  and  cir- 
(;umstances  thereof,  and  report  the  same  to  this  AssembI)- 
at  iheir  next  session. 

On  information  of  the  state,  eiicunistancLS,  and  dcjini^s, 
of  the  West  Military  Couq.any  ,.r  'I'minLand,  in  the  So- 
cietv  of  ^torthbun/,  in  the  Toun  of  llalirla/n/, 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  Tluit  said  (''ompaiiN  or 
Trainband  be.  and  the  same  i~  licri'b\  di^suUid  :  and  iliat 
all  jiersons  living  within  the  limits  of  llir  -aiiic.  wlui  by 
law  are  obliged  to  perform  nuliiaiy  duly,  be  aumxed  to 
the  remaining  Companies  t/r  Tiaiuli:iii(ls  m  said  Society,  in 
manner  following,  viz  :  All  such  |ni~i)iis  who  now  do  or 
hereafter  shall  dwell  in  said  Si.ciiiv,  MMiihward  and  west- 
ward of  a  line  iK-iiiiiiiiL'  at  the  iiuilii  end  of  the  durliiii- 
housc  of  David  Smith,  in  said  S.ici.lv,  ihrn  runiiln  ■  ^^v>\- 
ward,  as  tin.'  Ili-bwav  runs  "ver  A,n/-,//»r/,:  Kner,  lo  a 
plarr  i'l'irirh-drass  I'lrook)  luar  the  soulli  side  of  Cap- 
lain  Darld  IUak,,U:,fs  hon-..,  iIku  rumiiu"  up  said  Bnn.k 
till  il  comes  to  IJirh/iJd  line,  -.wl  n<,t  belonging  lo  ibe 
Compaiiv  or  TiaiulMiid  nndn-  il,c  roinmand  of  Captain 
J.ssr  Cirliss,  shall  !):■  aniiexvd  In  il„'  Companv  or  Traiii- 
liaiid  now  undn-  ihc  command  of  Caplaiii  \mhanitl  Barns; 
and  thai  all  peKons  who  now  do  or  shall  iHiuiifior  dwell 
in  ,-aid  Soeulv.  noiiluvard  and  ea-tuard  of  the  line  afore- 
said, and  ii.,i  i,„|ud,.d  in  llir  original  limils  of  the  said 
Company  or  TKinibaiHl,  u,ul(  r  tiu'  ,a an.!  of  said  Cap- 
tain Barns,  b..  .nid  are  aiiiu  xe-l  i,,  i!ie  Company  or  Train- 
band now  under  the  command  of  C'aplain  ./(.v.vt  t'urriss  : 
always  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  liesolve  shall  be  con- 
strued to  prevent  any  person  from  cnlistini.'  into  the  Com- 
pany or  Trainband    under  the   co land   of  .said   CajiUmi 

Curliss,  as  bv  l,iw  i.  already   provided. 


Whereas  this  Assembly  are  informed  that  Benjamin 
Sliles,  of  Woodbury,  hath  publickly  and  contemptuously 
uttered  and  sjioken  many  things  against  the  ([uahllcations 
ol  the  three  Delegates  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  now 
belonging  to  the  Continental  Congress,  with  respect  to  their 
abilities,  intelligence,  and  uprightness,  and  also  against  the 
measures  that  have  been  adopted  by  the  Continent  for  the 
relief  and  security  of  the  valuable  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Continent  of  America,  by  means 
wheieof  be,  the  said  Benjamin  Stiles,  has  openly  showed 
his  inimical  temper  of  mind  and  unfriendly  disposition 
against  the  measures  taken  and  |)ursued  for  a  union  of 
defence  in  the  American  cause,  as  per  information  on  file  : 

/(  is  therefore  Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  said 
Benjamin  Sliles  be  cited  to  appear  before  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  Colony,  at  their  next  session,  to  answer  to 
the  matters  alleged  against  him,  the  said  Benjamin  Stiles; 
and  the  Secretary  is  hereby  directed  lo  cause  him  to  be 
served  with  a  citation  for  that  purjiose,  and  also  with  a  copy 
of  the  information  exhibited  to  this  Assembly  against  him, 
and  that  the  several  Witnesses  named  in  said  iidbrmation 
be  by  the  Secretary  summoned  to  appear  before  the  Gen- 
cial  Assembly,  al  their  next  session,  lo  testify  in  the  pre- 
mises. 

Whereas  this  Assembly  are  informed  that  John  R.  Mar- 
shall, of  Woodbury,  Missionary,  hath  publickly  and  con- 
temptuously uttered  and  spoken  many  things  against  the 
doings  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  and  in 
derision  and  contempt  of  the  same,  relating  to  the  measures 
and  plans  of  procedure  that  have  been  adopted  and  come 
into  by  this  Assembly,  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the 
valuable  rights  and  privileges  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  Co- 
lony; and  that  the  said  John  R.  Marshall  bath,  by  means 
thereof,  evidently  showed  therein  his  inimical  temper  and 
uiifrieiully  disposition  against  the  measures,  modes,  and 
plans  that  are  adopted  for  the  defence  of  the  American 
cause,  as  ])tr  information  on  file:   it  is  thereupon 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  said  John  R.  Mar- 
shall be  cited  lo  appear  before  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  Colony,  al  their  next  session,  to  answer  to  the  matters 
alleged  against  him,  llie  said  John;  and  the  Secretary  is 
hereby  directed  to  cause  him  to  be  served  with  a  citation 
for  that  purpose,  and  also  with  a  copy  of  said  information 
exhibited  to  this  Assembly  againsl  him,  and  that  the  several 
Witnesses  named  in  the  information  be  by  the  Secretary 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  General  Assembly,  al  their 
next  session,  to  testify  in  the  premises. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  the  Second  Company  of  Go- 
\eiiiour's  Guards,  praying  this  Assembly  to  authorize  said 
Company  anmially  to  elect  their  IVon-C'ommissioned  Olli- 
cers t.c., 

Jlcxolved  by  this  Assanbly,  'J'liat  said  Company  be  au- 
thorized, ami  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
annually  to  elect  their  IS'on-Commissioned  Ollicers:  pro- 
Mil(>d,  nevertheless,  that  those  IVon-Commissioned  Ollicers 
who  may  or  shall  be  superseded  at  such  annual  election, 
!-liall  be  obliged  to  return  into  the  ranks,  and  act  as  com- 
mon soldiers  in  said  Company  only. 

UjHin  the  Memorial  oi  John  McCall  and  others,  o( Nor- 
vich,  in  the  County  o(  New- London,  showing  lo  this  As- 
M  nd.ly  thai  il.ey  have  associated  in  a  military  Comjiany, 
iindt  r  ((iiiiiii  articles  to  said  IMemorial  annexed,  praying 
ll,;ii  liny  iiia\  be  constituted  a  military  Company,  under 
liie  (InriVmns'of  the  Field-Ofticers  of  tlie  Twentieth  Regi- 
meiil,  \:c., 

Fusnlcd  by  Ibis  Assnnldy,  'I'liat  the  Memorialists  be,  and 
they  arc  lu  ii'b\-  ('(inMiiuied  a  distinct  military  Company, 
by  the  iiaiiir  ol  llic  /  ilnan  (,'uards,  with  liberty,  by  volun- 
laiy  1  iili-lmciit  hem  lime  to  time,  to  complete  their  num- 
ber of  sixty  iiu  n,  iiududing  ollicers:  pro\adi'd,  that  no  other 
military  Company,  or  'l"roo|)  of  Horse,  shall  be  by  such  en- 
lislmeiit  reduced  below  the  number  by  law  allowed  to  such 
( 'oiniianu'-..  u  iili  lull  power  to  choose  a  Captain,  one  Lieu- 
li  naiit.  ami  an  1".ii-il;m.  and  such  other  ollicers  as  shall  be 
ik'cc  ~sii\ ,  and  t.i  fmni^b  themselves  with  such  Arms,  Am- 
iiiuiiiiinii.  and  iinplc  ihciiis  of  war,  as  said  Conijiaiiy  shall 
ai:ii'i'  ii|iciii  b\  ihc  major  vote  of  said  Compaii}',  who  shall 
be  pK-iiii.  ii|uiu  hgal  warning,  to  act  thereon,  and  shall 
do  ii>  miadi  military  duty  as  other  military  Companies  are 
by  lau  obliged  to  do,  and   shall  be  subject  to  such   further 
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rules,  orders,  and  regulation?,  as  slndl  or  may  be  voted  and 
agreed  upon  by  the  Officers  and  Company,  and  in  equal 
vote  the  Captain  or  chief  officer  to  iiave  a  casting  vote  : 
provided  such  orders  and  regulations  are  allowed  and  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Captain-General,  or  by  the  Field-Offi- 
cers  of  said  Hegiment;  and  no  person  shall  be  enlisted  into 
or  dismissed  from  said  Company,  but  by  the  vole  of  said 
Company;  and  in  case  said  Company  should  be  dissolved, 
or  any  person  or  persons  be  dismissed  therefrom,  all  per- 
sons released  liom  said  Company,  in  either  of  the  ways 
aforesaid,  who  ought  by  law  yet  to  hear  arms,  sIkiII  do 
duty  in  the  military  Companies  where  they  respectively 
belong. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Daniel  Clray,  of  Stamford,  in 
Fuirfuhl  County,  showing  to  this  Assemblj',  that  he  hath 
quantities  of  Rye  and  Indian  Corn,  which  are  wasting, 
and  also  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  Town  of 
Stamford  have  large  quantities  of  the  aforementioned  com- 
modities, and  that  he  owns  a  Sloop  of  about  fifty  tons  bur- 
den, which  he  would  risk,  together  with  her  loading,  to 
transport  Rye  and  Indian  Coin,  to  supply  the  sufl'ering 
inhabitants  of  the  eastern  parts  of  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, viz:  to  Falmouth,  JMachias,  and  Shcepscut, 
in  said  Province,  jiraying  for  liberty  to  transjjort  a  sloop 
load  of  Rye  and  Indian  Corn  to  the  said  I'rovince  of 
tUc  ]]Iassachiisetts-Bai/,  viz:  io  Fed  mouth,  JMachias,  and 
Shecjtscut,  in  the  said  Province,  as  per  Memorial  : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Memorialist  have 
libeity,  and  he  is  hereby  permitted  and  liberty  is  granted 
him  to  transport  said  sloop  load  of  Rye  and  Indian  Corn 
to  said  Falmouth,  JMachias,  and  Shecjjscut :  pro\ideil  he 
give  bond  to  the  Governour  and  Company  of  this  Colony, 
for  the  sum  of  five  himdred  Pounds,  lawful  money,  that  he 
will  faithfully  transpoit,  land,  and  dispose  of  said  Rye  and 
Indian  Corn,  at  one  or  other  of  the  places  aforesaid  ;  said 
bond  to  be  lodged  with  the  Naval  Officer  for  the  Port  of 
Ncu'-Havcu. 

Upon  the  Jlemorial  ol'  Leonard  Dusau,  of  Cape  Fran- 
cois, in  the  IVest-Indies,  showing  that  he  is  owner  of  a 
Schooner  of  about  fifty  tons  burden,  now  lying  in  the  Har- 
bour of  JSew-York.  praying  for  permission  to  load  said 
Schooner  with  Lundjcr  from  this  Colony  fui'  said  Ca|ie,  as 
per  Memorial  on  file: 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Memorialist  have 
liberty,  and  permission  is  heieby  granted  to  load  said 
SchoiJiier  with  a  cargo  of  Lumber  from  this  Colony  to 
Caj)c  Francois,  in  the  Jrest-hidics,  upon  his  giving  bond, 
in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  lawful  money,  pay- 
able to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  that  he  will  not  carry 
said  cargo  of  Lundjer  to  any  Eng'lish  Island  in  the  II  est- 
Indivs,  and  also  that  he  will  procure  and  return  unto  this 
Continent  such  Military  Stores  as  he  can  obtain,  that  may 
be  needful  and  necessary;  and  any  Naval  Officer  in  this 
Colony  is  hereby  empowered  to  take  such  bond,  payable 
to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony. 

Upon  the  Memorial  o[  Stephen  Thorp,  of  Fairfield,  in 
the  Counly  o(  Fairfield,  showing  to  this  Assembly,  that 
be  is  owner  of  a  Sloop  of  about  fifty  tons,  and  lias  in  store 
a  large  quantity  of  Indian  Corn,  Rye,  and  Rye  Flour, 
and  is  desirous  to  load  said  Sloop  with  the  articles  afore- 
said, and  transport  such  lading  to  Falmouth,  JMachias,  or 
Shcepscut,  in  the  Province  of  the  Masseichnsetts-Bay, 
praying  for  liberty  to  transport  said  sloop  load  of  Rje,  In- 
dian Corn,  and  Rye  Flour,  to  either  of  the  places  afore- 
said, as  per  Memorial : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Memorialist  have 
liberty,  and  he  is  hereby  permitted  and  liberty  is  granted 
him  to  transport  said  sloop  load  of  Rye,  Indian  Corn,  and 
Rye  Flour,  to  said  Falmouth,  JMachias,  or  Shcepscut; 
provided  he  give  bond  to  the  Governour  and  Company  of 
this  Colony,  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  lawful 
money,  that  he  will  faithfully  transport,  sell,  and  dispose 
of  said  Rye,  Indian  Corn,  and  Rye  Flour,  at  one  or  other 
of  the  places  aforesaid  ;  said  bond  to  be  lodged  with  tlie 
Naval  Officer  for  the  Port  ol'  New-Haven. 

L'pon  the  Memorial  of  Increase  Bradley  and  Peter 
Jl'hitney,  of  Fairfeld,  showing  to  this  Assembly  that  they 
have  in  store  a  large  quantity  of  Rye  and  Indian  Corn, 
which   lies  by  them  for  want  of  buyers,  which   they  are 
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desirous  to  ship  on  board  their  Sloop  of  about  fifty  tons,  and 
the  same  transport  to  Falmouth,  jyiachias,  or  Shtepscut, 
in  the  Massachusetts- Bay,  praying  this  Assembly  to  grant 
them  a  permit  to  transport  said  sloop  load  of  Rye  and  In- 
dian Corn  to  either  of  the  places  as  aforesaid,  as  per  Me- 
morial : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Memorialists  have 
liberty,  and  they  are  hereby  permitted  and  liberty  is  grant- 
ed them  to  ship  on  board  said  Sloop  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  Rye  and  Indian  Corn  to  load  the  same,  and  the  said 
Rye  and  Indian  Corn  transport  to  Falmouth,  Machias, 
and  Shcepscut,  in  the  Province  of  ihe  JMassachusetts-Bay  : 
provided  they  give  bond  to  the  Governour  and  Company 
of  this  Colony,  that  they  will  fuithfully  transport  and  land 
and  dispose  of  said  Rye  and  Indian  Corn,  at  said  Falmouth, 
Machias,  or  Shecpscut;  said  bond  to  be  for  the  sum  of  five 
lumdred  Pounds,  lawful  money,  and  to  be  lodged  with  the 
Naval  Officer  for  the  Port  o{  iXcw-IIavcn. 

The  Gentlemen  nominated  by  the  votes  of  the  Freemen, 
to  stand  for  election  in  May  next,  as  sent  in  to  the  General 
Assendjly  holden  at  New-IIavcn,  on  the  second  Thursday 
of  October,  177.J,  are  as  follow,  viz: 

The  lion.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  The  Hon.  Mat- 
thew  Grisicold,  Esq.,  Jabe::  Hamlin,  ]':sq.,  Elisha  Shel- 
don, Esq.,  Kliphalet  Dyer,  Esq.,  Jabcz  Huntington,  Esq., 
fl  illiam  Fitkin,  l'^=;(].,  Roger  Sherman,  Ks(].,  Abraham 
Davenport,  i^sip,  IVilliam  Samuel  Johnson,  Esq.,  Joseph 
Spencer,  Esq.,  Oliver  fColcott,  Esq.,  Samuel  Huntington, 
E'=(].,  Mr.  Richard  Laic,  Colonel  lUlliam  HJlliams^Col 
Erastus  ll'olcott,Co\.  Snmuel  Holden  Parsons,  Mr.  Dan- 
iel Sherman,  Mr.  Silas  Dean,  Mr.  Titus  Ilosmer. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  o]jinion  of  this  Assembly,  that 
it  is  not  best  to  enter  upon  any  private  business,  of  a  civil 
nature,  betwixt  party  and  party,  wherein  there  is  any  liti- 
gation, at  this  session  of  this  Assembly. 

Whereas  the  situation  of  publick  affairs  is  such  at  pre- 
sent that  this  Assembly  will  not  attend  to  private  matters: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  all  pri- 
vate business,  of  a  disputable  nature,  be  referred  over  to 
the  session  of  this  Assembly  in  May  next ;  and  that  all 
persons  that,  by  any  former  Resolve  of  Assembly,  are  freed 
from  arrest  dining  the  pendency  of  their  Petitions  already 
preferred,  do  remain  in  the  same  situation  till  their  causes 
are  heard,  or  until  the  fLuther  order  of  this  Assembly. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  William  IVilliams, 
Esquire,  who  has  now  in  his  hands,  in  this  Town  oi  New- 
Haven,  a  sum  or  quantity  of  Continental  Currency,  lately 
received  by  him  and  Nathaniel  (Vales,  Esq.,  of  the  Con- 
tinental Treasurer  !Kt  Philadelphia,  for  the  use  of  this  Co- 
lony, do,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay 
and  deliver  unto  Samuel  Bishop  and  Fisher  Gay,  Esqs., 
the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight  Dollars, 
equal  to  five  lumdred  and  three  Pounds,  eight  Shillings, 
lawful  money,  of  said  currency,  to  be  by  them  improved,  to 
pay  and  discharge  the  debenture  of  said  Assembly  in  their 
present  session;  and  if  said  sum  shall  be  more  than  suffi- 
cient for  that  purpose,  they  are  to  pay  and  deliver  the 
overplus  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  taking  his  receipt 
therefor  for  their  own  security,  not  to  be  lodged  with  the 
Secretary  nor  charged  against  said  Treasurer;  and  said 
Treasmei'  is  directed  to  allow  said  sum  to  said  IVilliams,  so 
delivered  and  paid  over  to  said  Bishop  and  Gay,  as  if  de- 
livered to  him  personally,  and  charge  the  Colony  for  said 
debenture,  paid  as  aforesaid. 

This  Assembly  grants  to  his  Honour  Governour  Trum- 
bull the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pomuis,  for  the  last 
half  of  his  salary  the  current  year. 

This  Assembly  grants  to  the  Honourable  Deputy -Gov- 
ernom-  Griswold  the  sum  of  fifty  Pounds,  for  the  last  half 
of  his  salary  the  current  year. 

This  Assembly  is  adjourned,  by  proclamation,  &ic.,  until 
his  Honour  the  Governour,  or  in  his  absence  the  Depuiy- 
Governour,  shall  see  cause  to  call  it  to  meet  again. 

Test :  Geohuk  W'yllvs,  Secretary. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Repre- 
sentatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  sarne.  Thai  all  the  male  persons,  inhabitants  of 
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this  Colony,  of  ihc  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upwards, 
shall  have  tendered  to  them  the  following  Association,  to 
wit: 

Whereas  the  British  Parliament  have  of  late  claimed 
a  power  and  authority  to  hind  the  people  o(  America  in 
all  cases  whatsoever,  and,  in  pursuance  of  such  claim,  have 
passed  divers  Acts  of  Parliament  suhversivo  of  the  natural 
and  constitutional  rights  and  liberties  of  ihe  Americans ; 
and  whereas  the  British  Ministry  have  attempted  to  carry 
said  Acts  of  Parliament  into  execution  by  military  force, 
with  an  express  intention  to  subjugate  the  Americans,  and 
in  a  time  of  peace  have  wantonly  and  unjirovoked  shed 
the  blood  of  many  of  their  inhabitants,  and  all  reasonable 
measures  for  obtaining  redress  of  their  said  grievances 
which  have  been  taken  proving  inelibctual,  we  are  at  last 
reduced  to  the  unhappy  necessity  of  taking  up  arms  in  de- 
fence of  their  lives  and  liberties,  in  obedience  to  the  first 
law  of  nature,  self-preservation,  and  to  make  their  solemn 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Governour  of  the  Universe  and  All- 
VVise  Disposer  of  every  event;  and  that  much  depends, 
under  GoJ,  upon  the  unanimity  and  joint  efforts  of  a  bravo 
and  free  people  for  their  preservation  and  defence  : 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  each  for  ourselves  claim,  demand, 
and  insist  upon  our  constitutional  rights  and  privileges,  and 
do  solemnly  covenant,  agree,  and  promise,  to  and  w  ith  each 
other,  that  we  will  always  maintain  and  defend  the  same,  to 
the  utmost  of  our  power,  against  every  attempt  that  shall  be 
made  to  wrest  them  from  us,  and  especially  against  the 
measures  that  have  been  or  may  be  taken  by  the  British 
iMinistry  and  Parliament  for  that  purpose.  And  we  likewise 
jiroinise  and  agree  that  we  will  not  aid,  assist,  or  help  the 
Fleet  and  Army,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  employed 
by  the  said  Ministry  or  Parliament,  by  furnishing  them 
with  Provisions,  warlike  Stores,  or  other  necessaries,  or  by 
giving  or  conveying  any  intelligence  to  them,  or  in  any 
other  way  whatever,  while  they  shall  be  thus  employed 
against  this  or  the  other  Colonies  in  America;  but  will  be 
faithful  and  true  to  the  Government,  as  established  by  char- 
ter in  this  Colony,  and  to  the  United  American  Colonies, 
and  will  to  the  utmost  of  oiu-  power,  in  our  several  places, 
assist  in  carrying  into  execution  every  measure  of  our  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  also  the  measures  of  the  said  United 
(yolonies,  that  have  or  shall  be  formed  and  come  into  for 
their  conniion  safety,  and  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  Colony,  and  that  we  will  use  our 
utmost  influence  to  discountenance  and  prevent  all  riotous 
assemblies  and  mobs  within  this  Colony. 

Witness  our  hands,  at ,  this day,  A.  D. . 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  civil  authority  and  Selectmen,  or  any  or  either  of 
them,  of  every  Town  within  this  Colony,  do,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  offer  and  tender  the  aforesaid  Association  to  every 
male  inhabitant  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  u|)- 
wards,  in  their  several  Towns,  to  be  by  them  signed  ;  and 
the  said  civil  authority  or  Selectmen  are  further  directed  to 
make  return  of  the  names  of  all  and  every  person  or  per- 
sons, in  their  respective  Towns,  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  sign  the  same,  to  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  next 
session  ;  and  that  the  said  civil  authority  do  lodge  the  said 


Association,  after  the  said  inhabitants  shall  have  signed  it, 
with  the  Town  Clerk  of  their  respective  Towns. 

In  the  Lower  House,  the  consideration  of  the  above  Bill 
is  referred  to  the  next  session  of  this  Assembly. 

Test  :  Richard   Law,  Clerk. 

Concurred  in  in  the  Upper  House. 

Te'^t :  Gkukge  Wvllvs,  Sec'y. 

Whereas  this  Assembly  are  apprehensive  that  there  are 
some  persons  in  this  Colony  whose  going  at  large  may  en- 
danger the  safety  of  the  same,  or  the  liberties  of  America; 
and  whereas  the  Continental  Congress  have  recommended 
that  such  persons  be  arrested  and  secured  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  (lovernour,  Council,  enid 
Bepresentatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  when  complaint  shall  be  made 
by  the  Committee  of  Inspection  in  any  Town  in  ihi^  Co- 
lony, to  any  Assistant  or  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  this  Colo- 
ny, against  any  person  living  within  their  Town,  or  in  any 
other  Town  where  no  Committee  of  Inspection  is  appoint- 
ed, that  such  person  is  an  enemy  to  this  Colony,  and  that 
his  going  at  large  endangers  the  safety  of  this  Colony,  or 
the  liberties  o(  America,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  As- 
sistant or  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  they  are  hereby  directed 
and  enipowered  to  issue  a  warrant  to  the  Sheriff  or  Con- 
stable, ordering  such  person  so  complained  of  to  be  brought 
before  such  Assistant  or  Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  he  exa- 
mined touching  such  complaint;  and  in  case  it  shall  appear, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  such  Assistant  or  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
that  the  person  so  complained  of  is  guilty  of  the  matter 
alleged  against  him,  it  shall  he  in  the  power  of  such  Assist- 
ant or  Justice,  and  they  are  directed  to  order  such  person 
to  give  bond,  with  suliicient  surety,  to  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Colony,  for  his  appearance  before  the  then  next  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  be  lield  in  this  Colony,  to  answer  said 
com|)laint,  and  abide  the  judgment  and  order  of  said  As- 
sembly thereon,  and  for  his  good  behaviour,  unto  said  As- 
sembly; and  in  case  such  person  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
give  such  bond,  the  said  Assistant  or  Justice  shall  order 
such  person  to  be  committed  to  the  common  Jail  in  the 
County  where  such  Assistant  or  Justice  dwells,  there  to  be 
held  until  released  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  said 
Assistant  or  Justice  is  ordered  to  transmit  to  such  Assem- 
bly acopy  of  such  complaint,  and  his  proceedings  thereon; 
and  in  case  any  person  so  complained  of  shall  be  acquitted 
by  the  Assistant  or  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  whom  such 
complaint  is  made,  such  person  so  complained  of  shall  be 
dischai'ged  without  cost,  and  in  such  case  the  cost  of  suit 
shall  he  laid  before  the  County  Court  in  such  County 
where  such  proceedings  are  had,  for  their  allowance,  and 
said  County  Courts  respectively  are  empowered  to  draw 
an  order  or  orders  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  for  such 
as  they  shall  allow. 

In  the  Lower  House,  the  consideration  of  this  Bill  is  re- 
ferred to  the  next  session  of  this  Asseudjly. 

Test:  Richard   Law,  C/e;t. 

Concurred  in  in  the  Upper  House. 

Test:  Gf.oroe  Wvi.lvs,  Sec'y. 


address  of  thf,  town  (,K  i.f.itii. 
Address  of  the  Magislriti's,  Im-orporaled  Societies,  and 
principal  Inhabitants  of  the  'i'owu  and  I'ort  of  Lc;V/i,  trans- 
mitted 10  the  Earl  o\'  Sufolk,  one  of  his  Majesty's  princi- 
pal Secretaries  of  State,  by  Heitry  Dundas,  Esrpiire,  Lord 
Advocate  in  Srnibind  and   Representative  in   Parliament 


(orKdinbunrhsh. 


d  nresenltd  to  His  Al; 


ijesty. 


V'o  the  King's  Most  ErceUrnt  Majesty. 
!\Iost  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  lliitliful  subjects,  the  Magistrates, 
Incorporated  Societies,  and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  and  Port  of  LciV/(,  think  it  our  duty  on  this  occasion 
with  unanimous  voice  to  testify  our  loyalty  at  the  foot  of 
your  throne. 

The  dillerenccs  between  Great  Britain  and  some  of 
her  Colonies  have  now  come  to  such  a  crisis,  thai  every 
coninuniity  feels  itself  a  part  of  the  Nation,  and  every 
good  citizen  is  interested  in  the  pubhck  cause. 


AVo  cannot  rellect.  without  concern,  on  the  agitations 
that  must  have  arisru  in  your  sacred  and  |)at(.'rnal  breast, 
upon  this  unnatural  division;  nor  think,  without  liorrour, 
on  those  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  who  have  sown 
the  seeds  of  dissension,  and  kindled  the  flames  of  civil 
war  between  one  part  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions  and 
another. 

Attached  to  that  f)rder  flowing  from  good  Goverinnent, 
which  is  the  basis  of  human  felicity,  and  fully  justified  with 
that  liberty  which  is  derived  from  the  laws,  we  look  upon 
the  audacious  attempts  to  overturn  our  happy  Constitution 
with  indignation,  and  abhor  the  vile  artifices  that  are  used 
to  alienate  the  alTections  of  your  people  from  the  best  of 
Sovereigns. 

Sensible  of  the  great  increase  of  our  trade  and  com- 
merce, and  certain  that  industry,  when  cherished  by  liberty 
and  protected  by  valour,  will  ever  be  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, our  hearts  overflow  with  gratitude  for  the  happiness 
we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  Government;  and  we  rest 
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with  confidence  upon  the  wisdom  and  rpciiliidc  of  votir 
Majesty's  measures  for  bringing  the  present  uidiajipy  dif- 
ferences to  a  conclusion  wiiicli  siiail  be  consistent  witii 
the  honour  of  Great  Britain. 

But  if  our  unhappy  and  dehided  fellow-subjects  in  Ame- 
rica shall  continue  in  their  unnatural  and  unprovoked  re- 
bellion, with  our  fortunes  and  with  our  lives  we  will  assert 
the  supremacy  of  our  King  and  Paiiianient  over  every 
part  of  the  British  Empire  ;  and  teach  the  sons  of  anarchy, 
that  the  same  arm  which  was  lately  stretched  out  for  their 
defence  and  security,  and  wliich  drove  all  their  enemies 
far  from  their  borders,  can  with  equal  ease  chastise  ungrate- 
ful and  rebellious  subjects;  happy  that  the  rod  is  in  the 
most  mild  and  merciful  hand,  in  the  hand  of  the  father  and 
friend  of  his  people. 

Signed  in  our  name,  in  our  jiresence,  and  at  our  appoint- 
ment, by  om-  Pra;ses,  one  of  the  Magistrates  o(  Lcit/i,  and 
the  seal  of  the  said  Town  is  hereto  afiixed. 

James  Clndell,  Prases. 

Leith,  October  13,  1775. 


failure  of  demand  for  our  manufactures,  or  of  employment 
for  our  poor. 

Ardently  wishing  for  the  s|)ecdy  restoration  of  peace 
and  harmony  throughout  the  British  Empire,  upon  an 
equitable  and  constitutional  foundation,  we  at  the  same 
lime  think  it  our  duty  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  de- 
termined leadiness  to  use  any  lawful  means  in  our  power 
to  support  ihe  constitutional  rights  of  your  crown  and  of 
the  British  Parliament,  in  and  over  every  part  of  the 
British  Dominions  ;  not  doubting  hut  that,  from  the  purity 
of  your  Majesty's  intentions,  and  the  benevolence  of  your 
heart,  all  desirable  mercy  will  be  mixed  with  any  severity 
that  will  with  deep  regret  be  seen  needful  for  accomplish- 
ing that  im]iortant  end. 

That  your  Majesty  may  long  reign  with  glory  and  hon- 
our, over  a  free,  a  united,  a  lia|ipy  and  grateful  people; 
that  your  descendants,  adorned  with  princely  virtues,  and 
friends  to  the  rights  and  happiness  of  mankind,  may  in- 
herit your  crown  to  latest  ages,  is  the  fervent  prayer  of 
your  iMajesty's  dutiful  and  faithful  subjects. 


ADDRESS   OF  THE    GENTLEMEN,    ETC.,    OF    SEVERAL    TOWNS 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTS. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Clothiers,  and  other 
Tradesmen,  of  the  Towns  and  neighbourhood  o'i  Bradford, 
Trowbridge,  and  Melksham,  in  the  County  of  ff'ilts,  trans- 
mitted to  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  one  of  His  Majesty's  |irin- 
cipal  Secretaries  of  State,  by  Philip  James  Gibbs,  Esq., 
Thomas  .Johnson,  Esq.,  and  Paul  Neioman,  Esq.,  and 
presented  to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majestij. 
Most  Graciovs  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  faithful  subjects,  the 
Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Clothiers,  and  other  Tradesmen  of  the 
Towns  and  neighbourhood  of  Bradford,  Troirhridgc,  and 
Mclkshrtm,  in  the  County  of  ff'ilts,  approach  the  throne 
at  a  season  we  think  critical  and  alarming  to  the  honour, 
peace,  and  welfare  of  our  Country,  to  testify  our  aflection- 
ate  attachment  and  loyalty  to  your  Majesty's  person  and 
Government,  our  sincere  abhorrence  of  that  rebellious 
spirit  which  has  ajjpeared  among  our  American  fellow- 
sidjjccts,  and  our  unfeigned  sorrow  for  those  inquietudes 
which,  from  humanity,  and  concern  for  the  common  wel- 
fare of  your  people,  your  royal  mind  must  feel,  on  account 
of  those  unnatural  and  dangerous  convulsions  which  at 
present  rend  the  British  Empire. 

Though  we  declare  ourselves  steadfast  friends  to  consti- 
tutional liberty,  and  disdain  the  imi)utation  of  appearing  as 
abetters  of  oppression  and  slavery  ;  though  we  wish  our 
American  fellow-subjects  all  that  indulgence  and  encour- 
agement, which  justice  to  the  rest  of  your  Majesty's  peo- 
ple, and  the  common  interest,  safety,  and  welfare  of  the 
Empire  will  admit  of;  yet  we  cannot  but  condemn  that 
uncandid  and  malignant  spirit  with  which  they  have  boldly 
imputed  to  the  British  Legislature  odious  and  iniquitous 
designs  against  the  just  rights  and  liberties  of  your  Majes- 
ty's subjects;  with  intention  to  inflame  the  minds  of  your 
people  here,  and  hurry  them  likewise  into  unnatural  acts 
of  violence ;  whilst  we  can  perceive  no  groimd  for  so 
black  an  imputation,  but  the  Legislature's  endeavouring  to 
protect  the  persons  and  properties  of  peaceable  subjects 
irom  injury,  to  support  order  and  Government,  and  to 
maintain  its  own  constitutional  authority.  We  cannot  but 
condemn  that  want  of  equity  which  leads  them  to  urge  the 
advantages  Great  Britain  derives  from  their  commerce  as 
a  sufficient  reason  for  their  not  being  subjected  to  boar  an 
equitable  proportion  in  the  publick  burdens  of  the  State, 
whilst,  from  the  same  commerce,  themselves  derive  supe- 
riour  advantages,  according  to  their  property  employed  in 
it,  and  their  different  ranks  and  conditions  in  life.  We 
cannot  but  condemn  their  want  of  gratitude  to  their  Parent 
Country,  and  of  tenderness  to  their  poorer  fellow-subjects 
here,  shown  in  the  rash  unwarrantable  ])rohibition  of  all 
commerce  with  your  Majesty's  European  Dominions;  by 
which  they  designed  and  hoped  to  deprive  tliose  of  the 
means  of  subsistence,  who,  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows 
had  long  contributed  to  the  protection  and  prosperity  of 
America;  though  we  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  your 
Majesty,  we  as  yet  feel  no  such  melancholy  effects  of 
American   ingratitude    and   unkindness,    bv    anv   unusual 


ADDRESS     OF    THE    JISTICES     OF    THE     PEACE     FOR    THE 
COUNTY    OF    MIDDLESEX. 

Address  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Count)-  of 
Middlesex,  in  General  Session  assembled  ;  and  also  of  the 
Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Freeliolders  of  the  same  County, 
]iresented  to  His  IVlajesly  by  Sir  John  Hawkins,  Knight, 
Chairman  of  the  Session,  the  Reverend  Sir  George  Booth. 
Baronet,  and  John  Brettell,  Esqiure. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Justices  assigned  to  keep  the 
peace,  and  to  hear  and  determine  divers  Felonies,  Tres- 
passes, and  Misdemeanors,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex, 
in  General  Session  assembled  :  and  edso  of  the  Gentle- 
men, Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the  same  County,  u'hose 
names  are  hereunto  subscribed. 

We,  your  Majesty's  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  resident 
in  this  opulent  County,  sensible  of  the  blessings  which  we 
derive  from  your  Majesty's  mild  and  gracious  Government, 
during  which  justice  has  been  administered  with  an  impar- 
tiality imknown  to  former  ages,  and  under  wliich  every 
subject  has  felt  himself  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  all 
those  benefits  which  it  is  the  ultimate  end  of  civil  institu- 
tions to  ensure,  humbly  presume  to  address  your  Majesty 
at  a  crisis,  which  we  conceive  to  be  a  most  important  one. 
and  such  as  is  not  to  be  paralleled  in  the  history  of  this  or 
any  other  country. 

We  look  back  with  awful  reverence  on  that  period  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  last  century,  when,  by  a  revolution, 
from  which  it  were  impiety  to  exclude  the  interposition  of 
Divine  Providence,  the  bounds  of  regal  authority,  and  the 
measures  of  civil  subjection,  were  mutually  adjusted  and 
ascertained,  upon  principles  coeval  with  and  interwoven  in 
the  very  Constitution  of  this  Country.  To  those  genuine 
patriots,  and  friends  of  religious  and  civil  liberty,  the  actors 
in  that  noble  cause,  we  at  this  day  owe  it  that  persecution 
is  banished  to  the  realms  of  despotism  ;  that  illegal  re- 
straints of  civil  liberty  are  guarded  against  ;  that  the  ancient 
power  of  Parliaments  over  every  part  of  the  British  Do- 
minions, is  recognised  ;  and  the  supreme  legislative  autho- 
rity, by  a  wise  and  happy  temperature  of  various  interests, 
declared  to  reside  in  the  three  estates  of  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons. 

Reflecting  on  the  above  auspicious  event,  and  the  nu- 
merous benefits  that  have  followed  from  it,  we  seek  in  vain 
for  the  motives  of  that  unnatural  rebellion  in  North-Ame- 
rica into  which  the  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  Provinces 
thereof,  not  less  by  the  artifices  of  a  disappointed  and  im- 
potent faction,  than  their  own  aversion  to  our  religious  and 
civil  Constitution,  have  been  precipitated. 

To  attain  the  ends  of  a  lawless  association,  which  aims 
at  nothing  less  than  an  independence  on  the  iVlother  Coun- 
try, that  would  draw  down  destruction  on  their  own  heads, 
the  legal  Governments  of  the  Colonies,  now  in  rebellion, 
have,  by  degrees,  been  subverted,  and  the  allegiance  due  to 
your  Majesty  from  your  loyal  subjects  there,  has  been  ex- 
torted by  and  transferred  to  a  few  usurpers,  whose  regard 
for  the  publick  is  absorbed  in  the  hope  of  private  advan- 
tage. In  the  prosecution  of  their  traitorous  purposes,  the 
hostilities  originally  commenced  by  the  Americans  have 
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been  continued  in  a  manner  practised  only  by  savages  ; 
and  in  the  conduct  of  a  war,  on  which,  wiih  unhalloued 
lips,  they  iniploie  the  Divine  blessin;,',  we  behold,  with 
equal  aniazenient  and  horrour,  the  violation  of  those  rules 
of  war  to  wliicli  hunianiiy  and  the  practice  of  all  civilized 
nations  have  given  a  sanction. 

Miseries,  greater,  if  possible,  than  those  of  a  war  thus 
conducted  on  ilie  pait  of  our  enemies,  have  been  denounced 
against  the  Mother  Country  by  its  rebellious  sons,  who,  by 
resolutions  of  non-importation,  have  endeavoured  to  cut  oil 
the  sources  of  our  wealth,  and  by  the  dread  of  famine,  to 
stimulate  the  industrious  manufacturers  of  this  Kingdom 
to  oppose  that  power  which  has  been  their  constant  sup- 
])ort.  But,  thanks  be  to  God,  the  nourishing  condition  of 
our  trade,  the  quick  circulation  of  wealth,  the  state  of  pub- 
lick  credit,  and  the  ama-zing  increase  of  buildings  and  mer- 
cantile improvements  which  present  themselves  to  our  eyes 
in  every  part  of  this  Country,  are  evident  proofs  of  the 
futility  of  all  such  attempts,  as  they  are  of  the  nourishing 
slate  of  the  Kingdom  in  general. 

With  very  little  attention  to  the  merits  of  the  dispute, 
and  without  being  able  to  controvert  that  fundamental  priii- 
ci|)le  of  civil  society,  that  protection  and  allegiance  are 
reciprocal,  the  Colonies  in  rebellion  resist  the  payment  of 
taxes  which  their  preservation  has  made  necessary,  found- 
ing their  pretended  exemption,  not  on  reason,  equity,  or 
natural  justice,  but  upon  the  construction  of  those  grants 
to  which  the  Colonies  owe  their  political  existence. 

The  rights,  whatever  they  are,  which  the  Americans 
claim,  are  founded  in  Chaiters  from  time  to  time  granted 
by  your  Majesty's  royal  predecessors,  under  proper  limita- 
tions and  restrictions.  With  the  greatest  professions  of  zeal 
ibr  liberty,  do  these  infatuated  |)eople  exalt  the  regal  into 
arbitrary  power,  and  from  priiici))les  of  law  and  logick, 
which  are  now  for  the  first  time  advanced,  contend  that  the 
acts  of  the  aggregate  legislative  body  are  of  less  force  to 
bind  the  subject  than  those  of  an  integral  part  thereof; 
and  with  all  the  insidious  arts  of  adulation,  your  Majesty 
is  courted  to  acce|)t  of  that  absolute  power  which  you  have 
uniformly  disclaimed,  as  well  by  the  whole  tenour  of  your 
contluct,  as  by  referring  the  means  of  preserving  the  su- 
premacy of  this  Country  over  the  Colonies,  to  the  great 
council  of  the  Nation. 

For  this  singular  instance  of  moderation,  as  for  e\ciy 
other  benefit  which  we  derive  from  your  Majesty's  paternal 
care  and  watchful  regard  for  our  interests,  receive,  most 
gracious  Sovereign,  the  sincere  and  humble  acknowledg- 
ments of  us,  your  Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  subjects  ;  and 
as  the  merciful  forbearance  hitherto  shown  to  the  Colonies 
in  rebellion,  would,  if  farther  extended,  be  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  the  whole  British  Empire,  accept,  also,  this  ten- 
der of  every  assistance  which  we  are  capable  of  rendering 
towards  establishing  the  authoiity  of  the  British  Legislature 
over  its  Colonies  and  dependencies  ;  while,  with  unfeigned 
zeal,  we  supplicate  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  events  for 
|)rosperity  on  those  wise  and  lenient,  but  steady  councils 
which  have  been  resolved  on,  and  we  doubt  not  will  bo 
pursued,  for  effectuating  this  important  and  necessary  ])ur- 
jiose.  

JOHN  iiiNrfni  hoi.t  to  nii:  i-idlk  k. 

iNml'.iIk,  Octobfr  \i,  177.5. 
'i"hc  subsniber  hmini;  bi^'n  prevented  from  contimiing 
his  busine-^,  by  a  nio-t  uiijn-tiliable  stretch  of  arbitrary 
power,  begs  leave  to  inform  the  publick  that  he  has  some 
expectations  of  procuring  a  new  set  of  materials,  which, 
if  he  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed  in,  will  enable 
him  once  more  to  appi-izc  his  countrymen  of  the  danger 
they  may  be  in  from  the  machinations  and  black  designs 
of  their  common  enemy.  The  particulai'  place  where  the 
ollicn  will  he  erected,  is  not  yet  fixed,  but  it  will  he  so  near 
Norfolk  as  to  give  him  an  opporlnuily  of  r.rciv  in;:  the 
earliest  and  most  aiuhenlick  informaiiun  nl' ilii>  proceedings 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  of  sounding 
the  alarm  whenever  danger  ap|)roaclics.  As  his  paper  has 
hitherto  been  free  and  open  to  all  parties,  he  intends  to 
observe  the  same  caution  and  impartiality  in  his  future 
publications,  and  cannot  but  (latter  himself  that  his  con- 
duet  has  been  such  as  will  entitle  him  to  the  fuluro  en- 
couragement of  his  subscribers  and  the  publick. 

John  llr.NTKR  Iloi.T. 


SON    TO    JIESSRS.    WILLI 
BRAUFOKD. 


IM     AND    THOMAS 


Gentlemen  :  A  paper  appeared  in  your  Journal,  No. 
171-2,  said  to  be  published  by  order  of  the  Committee  of 
the  proposed  new  County  in  the  Delairare  CJovernmenf, 
holding  me  out  to  the  publick  as  an  enemy  to  my  Counlrv. 
As  that  publication  was  made  without  my  having  an  o]i- 
portnnity  to  controvert  the  charge  made  against  me,  though 
it  has  failed  of  answering  the  private  election  purposes  lor 
which  it  was  made,  in  the  County  where  1  live  ;  yet  it 
may  have  some  effect  u])on  those  who  do  not  know  me, 
anil  who,  from  iheir  distance,  cannot  be  acquainted  with 
the  true  state  of  the  matter.  I  therefore  beg  you  will  do 
me  the  justice  to  insert  in  your  next  paper  the  enclosed 
certificate,  signed  by  five  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Inspection,  which  is  all  I  can  yet  procure.  1  al-;o  beg  of 
the  publick  in  general  to  suspend  their  opinion  until  the 
Committee  have  examined  the  matter,  and  arc  prepared  to 
lay  a  full  state  of  it  before  the  publick.  I  shall  avoid  say- 
ing any  thing  about  the  charge,  cxccjit  that  it  is  wholly 
groundless,  not  doubting  but  that  I  shall  be  honourably  ac- 
quitted by  the  Coimnittee. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  yours,  k.c., 

Thomas   Robinson. 
Messrs.  Williiim  and  Thomas  Brail  ford. 


W'e,  the  subsciibers,  being  appointed  to  represent  the 
character  of  Thomas  Robinson,  Esq.,  in  that  point  of  view 
in  which  it  appeared  to  the  Committee  of  that  District 
lately  annexed  to  the  County  of  Sussex,  do  certify,  that  we 
have  not  as  yet  had  it  in  our  power  to  enter  into  a  full  dis- 
cussion of  the  matter;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  beg  leave  to 
offer  to  the  publick  a  resolution  of  a  majority  of  a  very 
full  Committee,  on  the  16ih  day  oi  August  last  : 

"  On  motion,  resolved  by  this  Committee,  that  the  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  of  the  'J7th 
o^  July  last,  in  regard  to  Thomas  Robinson,  Esq.,  is  illegal, 
it  being  drawn  up  and  sent  to  the  press  by  only  four  of 
said  Committee,  when  there  should  have  been  seven  of 
that  body  at  least  to  have  done  the  same." 

And  from  any  circumstance  that  has  yet  appeared  to  us 
on  the  imjuiry  that  we  have  been  able  to  make,  the  charge 
against  the  said  Thomas  Robinson  is  altogether  without 
foundation.  The  publick  is  therefore  desired  to  suspend 
their  opinion  in  regard  to  said  Robinson,  until  he  is  heard 
by  the  General  Committee. 

Isaac  Minsuall,  Chairman,       .John  Laws, 
JosrpH  Ttiii'iN,  Alex.  Laws. 

Laac  Bkadli-.v, 


NATIIAMi:!.    WOODHI'LL    TO   CENF.RAL    W  AS  lllN<;TON. 

Now.Yi.rk,  0,-t„b,T  12,  177:). 

Sir:  Captain  Thompson,  lately  arrived  from  Lnmhn, 
was  examined  before  the  Provincial  Congress  here  ;  somo 
parts  of  the  information  he  gave  are  imjiortant,  and  mav  not 
lie  fully  known  to  you.  I  therefore  take  liberty  to  enclose 
you  notes  of  .Mr.  'J'hompsoii^s  information,  and  have  the 
honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  most 
rc^peotfull)'.  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  seiMuit, 

Nathaniel  Wooniii  i.i.,  TrrsiJi'nt. 
His  l^xccllenrv  tiencral  JVashinsrlon. 


N'cu-Vuik,  Ortol.IT  10,  177.5. 

Captain  flilliam  Tliomp^on  informs  that  he  left  London 
the  i;Jth  i)'i  August,  and  left  Torbaij  on  the  li)th  ;  that  it 
was  generally  reported  in  lungland  ihat  troops  were  to  go 
from  Ireland,  to  Boston  ;  that  i'lvo  Regiments  were  the 
number  mentioned  ;  that  transports  had  actually  sailed  to 
lake  in  liiose  tioops  ;  that  it  was  supposed  the  troops  were 
ready,  as  they  hail  been  collecting  from  ylpril  last  ;  that 
a  train  of  artillery  was  shipping,  and  in  part  shipped  for 
America  ;  and  that  four  Companies  of  Artillery  are  coming 
out  therewith  from  London  ;  that  a  brigantine  was  at  Tor- 
bay,  with  artillery,  arms,  and  anmuinition,  and  that  the 
oflieerwho  had  the  care  of  the  artillery,  &ic.,  told  him  that 
they  were  destined  for  t^uebetlc,  and  had  on  bcwrd  leu 
thousand    muskels,    three   hundred   barrels  of  gunpouii,.'!, 
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and  six  field-pieces,  tliree-pouiideis,  and  a  piopoitionato 
quantity  of  lead  ;  that  the  vessel  with  those  arms  and  am- 
munition is  a  small  biigantine,  about  one  hundred  or  one 
hundred  and  ten  tons  ;  that  she  was  under  convoy  of  the 
Lizard,  of  twenty-eight  guns,  who  was  to  take  her  in  tow, 
if  necessary  ;  that  there  were  four  Companies  of  Artillery, 
will)  the  train  abovenientioned,  destined  for  America,  be- 
sides this  store  vessel  ;  that  the  Captain  of  the  said  brigan- 
tine  informed  him,  that  another  vessel,  with  the  like  quan- 
tity of  stores,  was  to  sail  for  Tlrginia,  for  the  use  of  llie 
negroes  there  ;  but  that  the  officer  who  had  the  direction 
of  the  arms,  &ic.,  gave  him  no  information  of  that  matter; 
that  he  heard,  soon  after  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  Bun- 
ker's Hill,  that  Hanoverian  or  Hessian  Troo|)s  were  to  be 
sent  for  ;  that  three  thousand  ton  of  transp<irls  were  taken 
up  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the  Bunker's  Hill 
news,  and  generally  reported  to  be  taken  up  for  the  Han- 
overian Troops  ;  that  those  transports  were  not  sailetl,  to 
his  knowledge,  when  he  left  Britain  ;  that,  after  the  news 
of  Bunker's  Hill  arrived,  as  many  Members  of  Parliament 
as  could  be  collected  near  London  were  called  and  con- 
sulted ;  that,  from  what  he  heard  at  the  Exchange,  the 
voice  of  the  landed  interest  seemed  to  be  for  the  measuix'S 
of  Administration,  and  the  mercantile  interest  against  tln^m  ; 
that  there  was  not  any  talk  of  a  change  of  Administration  ; 
that  the  people  were  in  expectation  of  overtures  from  the 
Congress  ;  tliat  it  was  generally  re|)orted  that  General  Gage 
was  to  be  recalled,  as  inactive,  and  General  Amhcrit  sent 
to  take  the  command  ;  that  he  coimted  seventy-two  ves- 
sels, with  brooms  at  man-head,  between  Deptford  and 
London  Bridge,  besides  many  others  to  be  sold  ;  that  ihey 
believed  a  non-exportation  would  take  place  in  America  ; 
that  there  were  very  great  complaints  among  the  American 
merchants  and  manufacturers,  of  the  stagnation  of  trade  ; 
that  he  heard  nothing  of  the  IVest-lndia  merchants  in  par- 
ticular ;  that  tlie  ship  carjienters  had  chicHy  abandoned  the 
yards  ;  that  it  was  currently  reported  tliat  the  manufactu- 
rers had  discharged  some  of  their  people,  anr!  that  one  in 
the  woollen  branch  told  him  he  haci  discharged  a  dozen  of 
his  hands  ;  that  there  is  a  discontent  among  the  lower 
class  of  people  ;  that  there  had  been  a  large  demand  for 
woollens  from  Bussia,  and  larger  than  usual,  but  that  it 
was  in  a  great  measure  satisfied  ;  that  the  Russian  demands 
bad  assisted  to  keep  down  the  murmurs  of  the  people  ; 
that  orders  were  issued  to  put  ten  sail  of  ships  in  commis- 
sion ;  that  stocks  had  fallen  a  very  little,  viz  :  half  per 
cent.,  and  had  risen  again  a  quarter  jjcr  cent.  ;  that  the 
news  of  Ticonderoga  and  Croien  Point  being  seized  bad 
been  long  arrived,  and  that  the  taking  those  places  was 
generally  condemned  ;  that  the  appointment  of  the  Gene- 
rals Washington,  Lee,  Putnam,  &,c.,  and  the  striking  pa- 
per money,  was  known  in  London  ;  that  those  ofiirers'were 
thought  to  be  ]iroper  men  and  good  oflicers  ;  and  that  Gen- 
eral Washington  was  spoken  of  in  a  very  high  character 
as  a  General  ;  that  some  people  laughed  at  a  paper  money; 
that  there  was  money  for  paying  troops,  and  many  rich 
presents  to  the  Indians,  on  board  of  the  Lizard  frigale-of- 
war,  for  (-^uebcck ;  that  they  had  the  accounts  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  people  of  Georgia,  anA  looked  on  the  union  of 
the  Colonies  as  complete  ;  that  they  had  formerly  been 
taught  to  believe  that  a  handful  of  men  could  conquer  the 
Colonies  ;  that  they  say  in  England,  that  if  they  do  not 
conquer  America  now,  she  will  throw  off  all  obedience,  and 
become  a  Republick. 

Tiie  |)rece(ling  is  a  true  copy  of  notes  of  the  infn  nialion 
given  by  Caj)tain  flilliam  Thompson  to  the  Provincial 
Congress,  nt  I^cw-York,  on  the  10th  o\' October,  VTio  ; 
which  notes  were  by  me  taken,  and  afterwards  read  to  i\Ir. 
Thompson  in  Congress,  who  then  declared  they  were  truly 
taken.  John  McKesson,  i'^ccretari/. 


CiENF.RAt.   SCllUyLF.It   TO   GOVF.RNOUR  TliUMCl-I.I,. 

Ticoii.lcroga,  (_)cto!.or  Iti,  177,k 

Sir:  Your  fiivour  of  the  Wlh  ultimo  I  had  tlie  honour 
to  receive  on  the  10th  instant,  by  Captain  Stanton.  Your 
Honour  has  my  warmest  thanks  for  your  kind  wishes.  By 
the  Divine  favour,  ray  health  is  so  far  restored  as  that  I 
hope  in  a  few  days  to  leave  this,  and  join  the  Army. 

It  gives  me  pain  that  your  Honour  shoulil  labour  under 
any  uneasiness  on  account  of  the  information  Colonel  Dyer 


has  given  you  ;  and  thcri'fore,  agreeable  to  your  request,  I 
shall  relate  what  is  come  to  my  knowledge  of  the  facts, 
for  I  was  not  here  when  Mr.  Lynch  honoured  this  place 
with  a  visit. 

On  the  30lli  o{  August,  in  the  evening,  I  returned  here, 
from  Albany,  after  an  absence  of  thirteen  days  ;  and  on  the 
next  day  1  issued  an  order,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extract : 

"  Such  part  of  Ilinman's  as  can  be  fm-ni.^hed  with  boats 
to  embark  to-morrow,  and  llie  rejnainder  (except  Jialch 
and  Cw/'^/i-'i- Conq)anies)  as  soon  as  boats  can  be  piovided; 
to  carry  with  them  four  barrels  of  flour  and  four  of  pork  in 
each  boat;  to  join  the  Army,  wherever  it  may  be,  with  all 
possible  despatch.  Those  of  the  Regiments  who  are  fit 
for  duty,  and  have  bad  arms,  to  exchange  them  with  those 
that  are  sick,  and  ha\e  good  arms." 

Theie  were  then  at  this  place  Colonel  Hinman's,  Cap- 
tain Bucll's,  Captain  Haines's,  and  Captain  Sedgwick's, 
Captain  Curtis's  at  the  landing,  and  the  remaining  three 
Companies  at  Croivn  Paint,  who  were  also  ordered  to 
marcli.  I  embarked  a  little  after  sunset  on  the  3 1st  of 
September,  having  just  before  delivered,  among  others,  the 
fcjjlowing  order  to  Colonel  Hinman  : 

"  You  will  give  discharges  to  all  such  men  as  have  no 
jjrospect  of  being  fit  for  service  this  campaign,  to  uhatever 
Regiments  they  belong,  pro\ided  they  have  the  ceriillcalc 
of  the  Surgeon  or  his  Males." 

I  make  no  rnmaiks  on  this  order,  as  I  believe  the  pro- 
priety of  it  nujst  be  evitlcnt  to  every  person  ;  and  when  I 
wrote  your  Honour  on  the  ;31si,  (not  the  2lst,  a*;  your 
letter  mentions,)  1  really  believed  I  should  have  carried 
five  hundred  o{  Hinman's  down  the  lake.  I  fotuid,  how- 
ever, soon  after  my  arrival  at  Isle-aur-Noir,  that  I  had 
laboured  under  a  mistake,  as  you  will  hereafter  perceive  : 
for,  since  your  letter  on  this  subject,  I  find,  by  examina- 
tion, that  tiie  last  return  I  had  of  Colonel  Hinman  was  of 
Saturday,  the  l-2th  of  August,  four  days  before  I  went  to 
Albany,  and  I  had  no  idea  that  so  many  had  sickened 
between  that  time  and  my  return,  on  the  yOtli.  In  this 
return,  two  hundred  and  fifty  efFective  rank  and  file  were 
returned  here,  and  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  at  Crown 
Point — amounting,  together,  to  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
four;  but  I  now  find  that,  between  the  12th  and  25th  of 
August,  inclusive,  fifty-three  of  this  Regiment  had  gone 
from  this  post  on  furlough;  and  the  nimiber  of  sick  increas- 
ed with  such  amazing  rapidity,  that  General  Montgomery, 
between  the  IGth  and  28th  (d"  ,-i»f'-Hs?,  discharged  thirty- 
five  of  Colonel  Hinman's;  and  the  Colonel  himself,  on  the 
1st  and  2d  of  September,  discharged  eighty-seven,  and 
between  that  and  the  IGth,  inclusive,  the  further  number 
of  eighty-three — so  that  1  believe  Mr.  Lynch  was  not 
much  misinformed,  that  Colonel  Hinman  had  not  above 
one  hundred  men  with  him  when  i\Ir.  Lynch  was  here, 
provided  effectives  at  this  place  were  meant.  And  I  am 
more  induced  to  believe  this,  because  on  the  12lh  of  Sep- 
tember,al  Lle-aur-Noir,  Brigade-Major  Dimon,  in  a  gen- 
eral return  of  the  Army,  reported  only  twenty-tuo  of  Colo- 
nel Hinman's,  officers  included,  fit  for  duty;  and  as  they 
had  arrived  only  fom-  or  five  days  before,  there  could  not 
be  many  sick  ;  and  of  these  twenty-two,  it  is  reasonable  to 
conclude  that  the  Crown  Point  Companies  mad&  the 
greatest  part,  as  they  had  all  along  been  healthy. 

I  cannot  account'  for  the  foundation  of  the  report  that 
Colonel  Hinman  has  sufiered  his  men  to  depart  to  their 
various  homes,  unless  it  took  lise  from  the  number  that 
went  on  lurlough  when  Mr.  Lynch  was  here;  but  I  had 
reason  to  believe  they  were  sick  men,  sent  to  recover  their 
healths  in  the  country. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  of  the  troops  from  Connecticut 
came  without  arms,  if  guns,  in  whatever  condition  they 
may  be,  can  be  called  arms;  but,  to  speak  like  a  military 
man,  great  numbers  of  every  corps  in  the  Army  under  iny 
commTmd  wanted  arms.  Witness  the  order  of  the  JS'ew- 
York  Provincial  Congress,  for  all  the  gunsmiths  in  that 
large  City  to  quit  all  other  work,  and  immediat^ely  repair 
the''  arms  of  General  Wooster's  and  Colonel  Wuterbury's 
Regiments.  These  had  then  been  on  little  or  no  service. 
Witness,  also,  the  several  armourers  that  have  been  con- 
stantly enqjloyed,  both  at  this  place  and  Crown  Point,  in 
repairing  the  arms  of  Colonel  Hinman's  Regiment  and 
C\j\imQ\  Enston's  small  corps,  from  the  beginning  of  (ho 
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campaign  to  the  l-2th  o(  Aii,i,'iist,  with  other  troops  beins; 
on  the  ground  until  tlicn.  Witness^  also,  luy  order  above, 
for  the  exciianije  of  arm?,  so  hite  as  liie  -Un  of  August. 
And  however  great  the  solecism  may  be,  for  the  soldier  to 
go  to  war  without  arms,  Mr.  Li/)icli  was  iicrfectly  right 
wiien  he  said  that  many  were  without  arms :  for  I  am  well 
informed,  when  he  was  at  Crou)i  I'oinl.  and  ilie  troojis 
turned  out,  that  many  had  no  arin-;.  I  Ii:im'  i\\i)  ('oni|i!i- 
nies  here,  of  the  troops  raised  in  this  Cnldiiy,  a  greater 
part  of  which  have  no  arms  at  all.  Anoiher  Company  is 
repairing  the  roads  between  this  and  AUianij,  of  which  none 
but  the  officers  have  arms;  and  1  suppose  1  have  been 
obliged  to  fuinish  or  exchange  arms  lor  upwards  ol  one 
Ijundred  more. 

Your  Honour  says  jou  cannot  conceive  why  the  I'un- 
necdcut  troops  should  refuse  to  be  nuistered.  i\or  I,  1 
assure  you;  but  I  believe  Mr.  Lynch  has  not  been  nii-in- 
formed  on  this  head,  whoever  was  his  informant.  1  ha\e 
liad  a  long  argument  with  Colonel  Uinrnan  on  this  subject. 
He  and  I  differ  as  to  the  conclusiun  ;  but  General  Mont- 
gomery, the  Muster-Master  General,  the  gentlemen  of  my 
family,  and  1  believe  the  Quartermaster-General  loo,  were 
present,  and  will  all  agree  with  me,  that  Colonel  liniman 
refused  to  muster.  I  am  informed  that  General  Mont- 
gomery spoke  with  Colonel  ll'alcrlmry  on  the  subject,  in 
my  absence  ;  and  that  so  many  diliicullies  arose,  that  it 
was  judged  best  to  defer  the  matter  until  it  could  be  known 
what  was  done  to  the  eastward.  That  the  Captains,  loo, 
were  apprehensive  they  should  lose  their  one  or  one  and  a 
half  per  cent.,  allowed  by  your  Colony  for  l>aying  the 
men.  It  cannot  be  surprising,  Sir,  that  1  should  not  men- 
tion any  misconduct  of  Colonel  lllnmnn^s.  1  have  none 
to  charge  him  with.  He  has  always  behaved  to  me  with 
politeness  and  attention,  and  ever  showed  a  readiness,  in 
common  with  all  the  Connecticut  oflicers,  to  obey  my  or- 
ders. 1  would  not  be  understood,  however,  that  my  orders 
have  been  always  punctually  obeyed  by  the  inferior  ofli- 
cers and  men,  either  of  the  Connecticut  or  any  other  corps. 
But  this  I  impute  to  its  true  cause,  a  want  of  disci]iline  and 
subordination,  and  not  to  any  unwillingness. 

I  enclose  your  Honour  a  return  of  the  men  discharged 
here.  You  will  perceive  that  very  many  arc  sent  home 
since  my  return  to  this  place  ;  but  none  unless  they  were 
reported  to  me  by  the  Director  of  the  Hospital,  Dr. 
Stringer,  as  unfit  for  further  service — a  very  few  excepted, 
whose  families  were  in  such  a  distressing  situation,  that  1 
must  have  been  void  of  the  feelings  of  humanity,  not  to 
have  suffered  them  to  go  home.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  some  have  feiiined  sickness;  for  Dr.  Stringer  ]n(orms 
me,  that  on  his  way  up  here,  about  the  (ith  of  September, 
he  met  many  men  that  looked  very  well  ;  and,  upon  in- 
quiry, some  acknowledged  they  had  procmed  their  dis- 
charges by  swallowing  tobacco  juice,  to  make  them  sick. 
Others  bad  scorched  their  tongues  with  hot  chocolate,  to  in- 
duce a  belief  that  they  had  a  fever,  &c.  Perhaps  Mr.  Trum- 
bull, your  son,  may  give  you  some  inforiiiatinn  on  this  head  . 

I  iiavc  just  received  a  line  from  (iem  i;il  M<iitg(iiiiery. 
His  anxiety  about  provisions  is  rehc\i  il.  Inn  is  In  ^reat  want 
of  powder,  of  which  1  have  not  an  nunc  e  Id't  at  this  post. 
A  conference  took  place  on  llie  (iih.  In'tween  .SV.  Lul.-e  t.a 
Crime,  an  agent  of  Govcrnonr  Curhtun's.  and  two  nenlle- 
men  of  ours,  deputed  by  General  Mmiigomery.  J  wait 
with  impatience  to  learn  the  result.  1  need  an  apology 
for  this  interlined  scrawl,  and  beg  your  Honour  will  iminiie 
it  to  my  want  of  assistance,  and  to  the  hurry  with  which 
Captain  Bucll  (whom  1  beg  lea\e  to  recommend  to  your 
Honour's  attention,  as  a  good  ollicer  and  good  man)  goes  off. 

1  am  your  Honour's  mo.t  obedient  humhl<>  servient, 

Piiii.u'  Snirvi.F.H. 
The  Honourable  .A*»<////.//i  7 V, //;,•/ <///,  Em,. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  al.uvc,  Colon,. I  llinmai}  (to 
whom  1  have  taken  the  lihriiy  to  -how  ihis  j.^inr)  informs 
me,  that  he  acquainted  Geneial  Moiiigoiin  ri/.  w  Inlsi  I  was 
at  Albany,  that  he  had  ^ot  his  iin-ouiU  of  eiihslments  horn 
('onnccticut,  and  was  willing  to  mn-ter. 


Albany.  On  the  4th  instant  1  received  the  originals  of  the 
enclosed,  except  that  marked  iNo.  2,  which  came  to  han<l 
yesterday.  It  chagrins  me  much,  tliat  1  have  not  more 
frecjuent  opportunities  of  addressing  myself  to  you. 

1  am  extremely  apprehensive  that  a  want  of  jiowdcr 
will  be  fatal  to  our  operations.  1  have  sent  exjjress  to 
Albany  and  New-York,  but  ha\e  not  }et  learnt  whether 
1  shall  be  supplied  or  not. 

The  Arm}-  is  now  su])plied  with  provisions  to  the  30th 
instant,  but  all  the  pork  that  is  to  be  bad  is  gone  ;  and 
although  we  have  a  sufficiency  of  fat  cattle,  1  fear  we  shall 


Iviclose  your  Excellency  a  return  of  the  discharged 
nirii  from  this  Army.  Exclusi\e  of  this,  one  hundred  and 
tifty,  at  least,  occujiy  the  general  hospital  at  Fort  George, 
and  1  fear  as  many  more  are  ready  to  enter  it. 

1  begin  to  gather  strength  ;  my  fever  has  left  me,  and  I 
iiope  soon  to  be  able  to  join  the  Aru)y. 

General  Woosters  Regiment  I  supjiose  will  be  this  even- 
ing at  Fort  George;  they  will  be  pushed  off  immediately 
on  their  arrival  here. 

Be  ))leased  to  make  my  best  respects  to  General  IjCc, 
General  Gates,  and  the  gentlemen  of  your  suit.  1  hope 
we  shall  all  meet  at  a  merry  Christmas. 

Adieu,  my  dear  General  ;  my  best  wishes  attend  you 
throuuh  life,  happy  if  1  can  iiave  an  o|)portunity  of  evin- 
cing how  sincerely  1  am,  dear  Sii',  your  most  obedient 
hundjle  servant,  „  ^ 

General  IVashington,  S^c,  &c. 

P.  S.  This  moment  your  ICxcelleiic) 's  despatches  of 
the  -Ith  came  to  hanil.  Captain  Buill  waits  for  this;  can 
therefore  onl_\   thank  3  ou  lor  them. 


NKWl'OliT   (Kll01Jt:-lSLAND)   COMMITTKE   TO  THE    NKW-VORk 
COMMITTEE. 

Nctt-porl,  Oclolior  12,  1775. 
(■'lONTi.EMEN  :  Agreeable  to  a  vote  of  the  Committee  for 
this  Town,  and  in  their  behalf,  I  now  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend to  your  favourable  notice  Captain  .John  Andrews,  the 
bearer  of  this  letter,  and  Mr.  Nathan  Hebee,  a  baker  in 
this  Town,  who  both  go  to  New-York  to  purchase  Hour 
for  the  use  of  the  Town  of  Newport.  They  are  both 
friends  to  the  liberties  of  their  Country,  and,  from  inclina- 
tion as  well  as  interest,  will  use  every  precaution  to  avoid 
men  of  war  and  their  tenders  ;  and  you  may  depend  the 
flour  they  may  purchase  and  imjiort  will  be  ajiplied  solely 
to  the  beforementioncd  use.  There  is  only  a  small  quan- 
tity of  flour  here  at  i)resenl ;  and  unless  we  can  ]irocure  a 
supply,  we  shall  soon  be  in  great  distress  for  want  of  bread. 
Wc  iliercfore  hope  the  Connnitlee  of  Insjiection  of  Acir- 
York  will  coinnjiserate  our  unhappy  situation,  and  permit 
the  abovemenlioued  persons  to  purchase  flour  at  and  ex- 
port  the  same  from  your  City,  or  any  where  else  within 


regard,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obediei 
Samtel  DviiE,  Chdiniian  pro  tern. 


lUVI.El!   TO 


Dear  Sin:    I  did  mvsejf 
illcncv  on  the  ■,>(;th  ultimo 


n.NGTON. 


onour  to  write  your  Ex- 
ch  1  sent  bv  the  wav  of 


To  the  Commillee  of  Inspection.  Citv  of  Akc- i'or/.-. 


I.EITER  TO   A    OENTLEMAN   IN   CONNECTICfT. 

Cui.tiri,!;:,.,  Ucluli.r  1:!,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Bv  your  last  I  find  there  are  many  unfa- 
vourable reports  prevailing  in  regard  to  our  (;eneiid  Olii- 
(~ers,  as  well  as  those  of  more  inferiour  rank  and  station. 
1  am  very  sorry  to  find  such  a  spirit  of  jealousy  and  ani- 
mosity prevailing  among  our  friends  at  home,  at  a  time 
when  the  stiieiesi  harmony  and  the  (irmest  union  are  neces- 
sary to  preser\e  America,  now  bleeding  in  the  glorious 
cause  of  liberty.  Is  it  a  small  thing  that  we  have  left 
our  homes,  our  parents  and  brethren,  our  wives  and  chil- 
dien,  at  a  time,  loo,  when  the  caresses  of  an  allectionate 
husband  are  wanting  to  soothe  the  grief  of  a  tbnd  and  kind 
mother,  under  the  loss  of  her  tender  offspring,  or  to  quiet 
tlu^  weeping  children  under  the  loss  of  their  kind  and  provi- 
dent mother,  and  are  hazarding  our  lives  in  the  high  places 
ol  the  lield  l"or  yon,  your  wives  and  your  little  ones — in  fine, 
for  vou  all — that  you  should  heap  upon  us  the  most  igno- 
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niinious  reproaches  ?  Is  it  not  enough  tliat  we  should  bleed 
and  die  for  you,  but  nuist  ue,  in  the  last  groan  and  agony, 
be  scourged  and  tormented  with  your  slandering  tongue  ? 
We  are  men  of  your  own  appointing  ;  did  you  elevate  us 
to  be  buffeted  and  spit  upon  ?  Ungenerous  to  the  last  de- 
gree 1  Such  conduct  is  a  disgrace  to  the  noble  cause  in 
which  we  are  contending;  and  not  only  so,  but  it  is  un- 
friendly, yea,  it  is  against  it.  This  spirit,  I  fear,  will  efllct 
that  which  the  united  power  of  Europe  could  not,  viz  :  the 
subjugating  ^IwcnVa  to  perpetual  bondage.  Had  hell  all 
been  called  together  in  council,  they  could  not  have  fell 
upon  any  thing  more  likely  to  effect  the  grand  design  of 
our  enemies,  than  the  raising  and  spreading  false  and  ma- 
licious reports  against  our  olficers,  especially  against  our 
General  Officers,  whom  I  dare  venture  to  aflirm  are  men 
every  way  calculated  for  the  important  office  they  sustain, 
and  are  worthy  to  comuiand  a  Roman  Army. 

My  dear  friend,  consider  the  consequences  of  these  things, 
and  prevent  them  as  much  as  in  you  lies.  I  know  your 
influence.  Should  those  worthless  spreaders  of  sedition  be 
neglected  and  frowned  upon  by  men  of  worth  and  dignity, 
they   would   immediately   see   their  folly   and    hold    their 


peace. 

Our  cause  is  just  and  righteous,  an 
tine  broils  and  divisions  can  defeat  us. 


nolliing  bill  inlcs- 
Heaven  is  pleased 
at  our  noble  union  and  efforts  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and 
righteousness,  and  let  us  beware  how  we  merit  its  displea- 
sure. If  we  persevere  in  the  path  we  have  set  out  in,  we 
shall  rid  our  land  of  foes  lo  liberty  and  religion,  and  Ame- 
rica will  be  the  grand  seat  of  liberty  and  righteousness,  and 
the  asylum  of  the  oppressed  and  the  afflicted  throughout 
all  tiie  earth;  which  is  the  wish  of  him  who  has  the  plea- 
sure to  be  your  friend  and  very  humble  servant, 

D.  T. 


COL.   JOSEPH    REF.D   TO    CAPTAIN    NICHOLSON    BROrGllTOV. 
Hc;i<l-Quarlere,  October  13,  1775. 

Sir  :  You  are  to  recruit  your  present  crew  to  seventy 
men,  including  officers,  but  not  out  of  the  Companies  sta- 
tioned at  Marhlehcad,  for  the  security  of  the  coast,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Conniiittee.  You  will  have  further  in- 
structions in  a  few  days.  In  the  mean  time,  you  arc  to 
follow  the  orders  of  your  Colonel. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant,  J.  Rekd. 

[To  Captain  John  Svhnan  the  same.] 

COLONEL  JOSEPH   KEED   TO   COLONEL   JOHN    GLOVER. 
Hocid-Quarters,  October  12,  1775. 

Sir;  I  was  under  some  mistake  with  respect  to  the  pro- 
l)ortion  of  the  two  vessels  who  advance  farther.  Tlieir 
share  of  prizes  will  be  the  same,  and  any  special  service 
will  be  recommended  to  the  Congress  for  further  bounty; 
therefore  you  need  say  nothing  upon  this  head.  Lose  no 
time.      Every  thing  depend  upon  expedition. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant,  J.  Reed. 

To  Colonel  John  Glover. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON   TO  THE   PRESinENT   OETHE  CONTI- 
NENTAL  CONGRESS. 
[RciJ  October  21,  1775.] 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  Oclobor  12,  1775. 

Sir;  1  am  honoured  with  your  scvei'al  favours  of  the 
•2(jlh  anil  ;J'H1i  Siptcinbcr,  and  5th  October,  the  contents 
of  which  1  shall  beg  leave  to  notice  in  their  re-pective 
orders. 

Previous  to  the  directions  of  Congress  to  consult  I  he 
General  Ollicers  on  the  best  mode  of  continuing  and  pro- 
viding for  the  Army  during  the  winter,  1  had  desired  them 
to  turn  their  thoughts  upon  these  subjects,  and  to  favour 
me  with  the  result,  by  a  particular  day,  in  wiiting.  In  this 
interval,  the  appointment  of  Doctor  Franklin,  Mr.  Lynch, 
and  Colonel  Harrison,  was  communicated  ;  an  event  which 
has  given  me  the  highest  satisfaction,  as  the  subject  was 
loo  weighty  and  complex  for  a  discussion  by  letter.  This 
appointment  made  any  conclusion  here  unnecessary,  as  it 
is  not  probable  any  such  arrangement  would  be  agreed  on 
as  would  not  be  altered,  in  some  respects,  upon  a  full  and 
free  conference.  This  good  effect  will  arise  from  the  step 
already  taken,  that  every  officer  will   be  prepared  to  "ive 


his  sentiments  upon  these  important  subjects.  The  esti- 
mates of  the  Commissary  and  Quartermaster-General,  I 
have  now  the  honour  of  enclosing ;  the  first  is  the  enclo- 
sure No.  1  ;  the  other,  No.  2.  With  respect  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  pay  of  the  men,  which  may  enter  into  the  con- 
sideration of  their  support,  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  General  Officers  that  it  cannot  be  touched  with  safety 
at  present.  I  have  procured  an  account,  from  Colonel 
Thompson,  of  the  expenditure  of  the  five  thousand  Dol- 
lars, which  is  enclosed,  No.  -i.  Upon  the  presumption  of 
there  being  a  vacancy  in  the  direction  of  the  IIo>^pital,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hand,  formerly  a  Surgeon  in  the  Eighteenth 
Regiment,  or  Royal  Irish,  and  Dr.  Foster,  late  of  C'/tar/cs- 
town,  and  one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Hospital,  under  Doc- 
tor Church,  are  candidates  for  that  ofiice.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  be  acquainted  with  their  respective  meriis,  and  there- 
lore  have  given  them  no  further  expectation  than  that  they 
should  be  mentioned  as  candidates  for  the  department.  I 
therefore  need  only  to  add,  u|Km  this  sulijeci,  that  the 
affiirs  of  the  Hospital  require  that  the  appou'itmeut  should 
be  made  as  soon  as  possible. 

Before  I  was  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  5th  in- 
stant, I  had  given  orders  for  the  equipment  of  some  armed 
vessels,  lo  intercept  the  enemy's  supplies  of  provisions  and 
ammunition.  One  of  them  was  on  a  cruise  between  Cape 
Ann  and  Cape  Cod  when  the  express  arrived.  The  others 
will  he  fit  foi-  the  sea  in  a  few  days,  under  the  command 
of  officers  of  the  Continental  Army,  who  are  well  recom- 
mended as  persons  acquainted  with  tlie  sea,  and  capable 
of  such  a  service.  I'wo  of  these  will  be  immediately 
despatched  on  this  dmy,  and  every  particular  mentioned 
in  your  linour  of  the  5ih  instant  literally  complied  with. 
That  the  honourable  Compress  may  have  a  more  com|)leto 
idea  of  the  |)lan  on  which  these  vessels  are  rijuipped,  I 
enclose  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  the  Captain  now 
out,  No.  4.  These,  with  the  additional  instructions  directed, 
will  be  given  to  the  Captains  who  go  into  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  River.  As  both  officers  and  men  most  cheer- 
fully engage  in  the  service,  on  the  terms  mcniionod  in  these 
instructions,  I  fear  that  the  proposed  increase  will  create 
some  ditliculty,  by  making  a  difference  between  men  en- 
gaged on  similar  service.  I  have,  therefore,  not  yet  com- 
municated this  part  of  the  plan,  but  reserved  an  extra 
bounty  as  a  reward  for  extraordinary  activity.  There  are 
no  armed  vessels  in  this  Province,  and  Govcrnour  Coolce 
informs  me  the  enterprise  can  receive  no  assistance  from 
him,  as  one  of  the  armed  vessels  oi  Rhode-Island  is  on  a 
long  cruise,  and  the  other  unfit  for  the  service.  Nothing 
shall  be  omitted  to  secure  success.  A  fortunate  capture  of 
an  ordnance  shij)  would  give  new  life  to  the  camp,  and  an 
immediate  turn  to  the  issue  of  this  campaign. 

Our  last  accounts  from  Colonel  Arnold  are  very  fivour- 
able.  He  was  proceeding  uith  all  expedition,  and,  I  Hatter 
myself,  nnking  all  allowances,  he  will  be  at  Quihcck  the 
^JOth  instant,  where,  a  gentlemen  from  Canada  ['Mr.  Ihnce) 
assures  me,  he  will  meet  with  no  resistance. 

In  the  Quartermaster's  estimate  there  are  some  articles 
omitted,  of  which,  he  informs  me,  he  cannot  pretend  to 
furnish  a  computation,  such  as  cartage,  tools,  k.c.,  for  which 
some  general  allowance  must  be  made. 

From  the  various  accounts  received  from  Europe,  there 
may  be  reason  to  expect  troops  will  be  landed  at  Ncjc- 
York  or  some  other  middle  Colony.  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  the  pleasure  of  the  Congress,  whether,  upon  such  an 
event,  it  would  be  expected  tlial.a  part  of  this  Army  should 
he  detached,  or  the  internal  force  of  such  Colony,  and  its 
neighbourhood,  be  deemed  sufficient;  or  whether,  in  such 
case,  I  am  to  wait  the  particular  direction  of  Congress. 

The  fleet,  mentioned  in  my  last,  has  been  seen  standing 
N.  N.  E.,  so  that  we  apprehend  it  is  intended  for  some 
part  of  this  Province,  or  Ncw-Ilampshirc,  or,  possibly, 
queheck. 

The  latest  and  best  accounts  we  liave  from  the  enemy 
are,  that  they  are  engagetl  in  their  new  work  across  the 
south  end  of  Boston,  preparing  their  barracks,  &ic.,  for 
winter.  That  it  is  proposed  to  keep  from  five  hundred  to 
one  thousand  men  on  Bunker's  Hill,  all  winter,  who  are  to 
be  relieved  once  a  week  ;  the  rest  to  be  drawn  into  Boston. 

A  person  who  has  lately  been  a  servant  to  Major  Cun- 
noUi/,  a  tool  of  Lord  Dunmorc's,  has  civen  an  account  of 
a  scheme  to  distress   the   Southern  Piovinces,  which  ap- 
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peared  to  me  of  suflkient  consequence  to  be  immediately 
transmitted.  1  have  tlierelbie  got  it  attested,  and  do  my- 
self the  honour  of  enclosing  it,  No.  5. 

The  new  levies  fioni  Cuniiccticut  have  lately  marched 
into  camp,  and  are  a  body  of  as  good  troops  as  any  we 
have;  so  that  u-e  have  now  tiie  same  slrenglli  as  belure 
the  detachment  under  Colonel  Arnold  marched. 

I  am,  with  the  most  respectful  sentiments  to  the  honoin- 
able  Con^'re^s  and  yourself.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
vurv  humble  servant. 


(JKow.K  Washington-. 


To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock. 


rlENIiUAL    WASHINGTON    TO    (iLNF.K  AI.    WAUD    AND    OTIIf.K 
CENEltAI.   (JFKH   liUS. 

IIoail-QiKirler.s  Cambri.]ge,  Oftob^r  ;'.,  177.-.. 

Sik:  In  a  letter  from  the  Congress,  dated  September 
2Gth,  information  on  the  following  points  is  required : 

What  number  of  men  are  sutKcient  for  a  winter's  cam- 
paign ? 

Can  the  pay  of  the  privates  be  reduced  r      IIuw  mucli  ? 

What  rations  should  be  allowed  the  men  : 

And  what  regulations  are  further  necessary  lor  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Forces? 

To  the  above  queries  of  the  Congress  I  liave  to  add  seve- 
ral of  my  own,  which  I  also  icquest  your  opinion  upon,  viz  : 

For  how  long  a  time  ought  the  men  in  the  present 
Army  (should  we  set  about  enlisting  them)  be  engaged  r 

What  method  would  you  recommend,  as  most  eligible, 
to  clothe  a  new-raised  Army  wiih  a  degree  of  decency  and 
regularity  ?  Would  you  advise  it  to  be  done  by  the  Con- 
tinent ?  lii  that  case,  would  you  lower  the  men's  wages, 
and  make  no  deduction  for  clothing,  or  let  it  stand,  and 
make  stoppages?     And  how  much  a  month? 

As  there  appears  to  be  great  irregularity  in  the  manner 
of  paying  the  men,  and  much  discontent  has  prevailed  on 
this  account,  in  what  manner  and  at  what  fixed  periods 
would  you  advise  it  to  be  done,  under  a  new  establishment  ? 

What  sized  Regiments  would  you  recommend  under  this 
establishment;  that  is,  how  many  men  to  a  Company,  how 
many  Companies  to  a   Regiment,  and   how  ollicereii  ? 

Is  there  any  method  by  which  the  best  of  the  present 
officers  in  this  Army  can  be  chosen,  without  impeding  the 
enlistment  of  the  men  by  such  choice  and  preference  ? 
Under  any  complete  establishment,  even  if  all  the  privates 
in  the  Army  were  engaged  again,  many  of  the  present  ofll- 
cers  must  be  discharged,  as  there  is  an  over  proportion  ;  of 
course  we  ought  to  retain  the  best. 

Your  close  attention  to  the  foregoing  points,  against  Mon- 
clai/,  ten  o'clock,  at  which  time  I  sluill  expect  to  see  you  at 
this  place,  will  much  oblige,  Sir,  your  most  obliged  hum- 
ble servant,  ,,  ,,, 

CiKoitiir.  \\  ASHiNtrroN. 

coi;n(  11.  oi-  wui. 

At  a  Council  of  War  hrld  :it  ]lead-(Jnarlcrs  Orlohrr 
8,  177.-),  present:  His  Excrlleiicy  (Miur.d  H,>sl,iniilon  : 
Major-Generals  Ward,  Lcc,  J'lUnain  ;  l>rigadier-(jenerals 
Thomas,  Spencer,  Ucal/i,  LSiil/ivan,  Circcnr,  dales. 

His  Excellency  having,  on  the  .')ili  instant,  jiroposed  sun- 
dry questions,  in  writing,  to  each  of  the  .MemljLTs  of  the 
Council,  now  requested  their  opinion  on  the  scneial  mat- 
ters referred  to  their  consideration. 

1st.  What  number  of  men  are  sullicieiit  f)r  a  winter's 
campaign  ? 

Unanimously  agreed,  that  the  Army  ought  not  to  consist 
of  less  than  twenty  thou-and  thiee  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  men,*  and  that  it  will  be  [)ro])er  to  form  it  into  twenty- 
six  Regiments,  exclusive  of  Uillomen  and  Artillery;  that 
each  Regiment  consist  of  seven  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
men,  officers  included.  Each  Company  to  be  officered 
with  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  and  one  Ensign,  and  to 
contain  four  Sergeants,  lour  Corporals,  two  Drums  or  Fifes, 
and  seventy-six  Privates;  which  Army  is  deemed  sullicient 
both  for  oliensive  and  defensive  measures.  That  the  Adju- 
tant and  (Junrtcrmastrr  of  each  ivegiment  have  also  a  sub- 
altern commis-.ion. 

•  nallalion  m-n,  eis'.itopn  tliousanil  niii!;  liiin.lr.-J  ami  twenty- ?j[;'ut  ; 
Riflo  and  Artillery  men,  one  tlionsiind  four  luindred  and  forty.l'our— 
twenty  thousand  three  hundred  and  sovcnty-fivo  men. 


2d.  Can  the  pay  of  the  Privates  be  reduced  ;  How 
much  ? 

Unanimously  agreed,  that  the  pay  cannot  be  reduced  at 
present. 

3d.  What  rations  should  be  allowed  the  men?  and  for 
such  small  articles  as  the  Commissary  at  times  cannot  fur- 
nish, shall  they  be  compensated  in  money  or  provisions? 

Unanimously  agreed,  that  the  present  allowance  of  pro- 
visions ought  to  stand.  And  agreed  by  a  majority,  that 
the  compensation  be  made  in  money. 

■lib.  What  regulations  are  further  necessary  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Forces? 

This  question  being  so  general,  the  Members  of  the 
Council  were  not  prepared  to  give  their  sentiments.  Where- 
upon his  Excellency  desired  they  would  particularly  attend 
to  the  Articles  and  Regulations  of  the  Continerital  Army, 
and  suggest  such  alterations  and  improvements  as  they 
should  deem  necessary. 

5tli.  For  how  long  a  time  ought  the  men  in  the  present 
Army  (should  we  set  about  enlisting  them)  be  engaged? 

Unanimously  agreed,  to  the  1st  December,  1776;  but  to 
be  sooner  discharged  if  necessary. 

Gtli.  What  method  would  you  recommrnd  as  most  eli- 
gible to  clothe  tlie  new-raised  .\rmy  with  a  degree  of 
decency  and  regularity?  Would  you  advise  it  to  be  done 
by  the  Continent?  In  that  case,  woidd  you  lower  the 
men's  wages,  and  make  no  deduction  for  clothing,  or  let  it 
stand,  and  make  stop])ages  ?  and  how  much  per  month  ? 

Agreed,  that  each  Geneial  Oliicer  clothe  a  person  ac- 
cording to  his  own  fancy  and  judgment,  and  then  the  best 
dress  to  be  selected  as  a  model.  That  the  clothing  be  pro- 
vided by  the  Continent,  and  paid  for  by  stoppages  of  ten 
Shillings  per  month. 

7th.  .\3  there  appears  great  irregidarity  in  ihe  manner 
of  paying  the  men,  and  much  discontent  has  prevailed  on 
that  account,  in  what  manner  and  at  what  fixed  periods 
woukl  you  advise  it  to  be  done,  under  a  new  enlistment  ? 

The  Members  of  the  Council,  upon  this  question,  were 
equally  divided,  viz  : 

For  payment  per  month — (irecnc.  SiilUvan,  Ihuth, 
Lee,  n'ashington. 

For  payment  per  three  months — Gates,  Spencer,  Tho- 
mas, Pal  nam,  Jtard. 

b'th.  What  sized  Regiments  would  you  recommend  under 
this  establishment ;  that  is,  how  many  men  to  a  Company, 
bow  many  Companies  to  a  Regiment,  and  how  officered? 

This  (picstioii  answered  under  the  first. 

9tli.  Is  there  any  method  by  which  the  best  of  the  pre- 
sent odieers  in  the  Army  can  be  chosen,  without  impeding 
the  enlistment  of  the  men  by  such  choice  and  preference: 
Under  any  complete  establishment,  even  if  all  the  privates 
in  the  Army  were  engaged  again,  many  of  the  present 
olficers  nmst  be  discharged,  as  there  is  an  over  projiortion  ; 
of  course,  we  ought  to  retain  the  best. 

This  question  being  of  a  very  difficult  and  delicate  nature, 
tlie  several  Members  requested  further  time  to  consider  it. 

lOlh.  Whether  it  will  be  advisable  to  enlist  any  negroes 
in  the  new  Army?  or  whether  there  be  a  distinction  be- 
tween such  as  are  slaves  and  timse  who  arc  free? 

Agreed,  imanimously,  to  reject  all  slaves,  and,  by  a 
great  inajoiilv,  to  reject  negroes  altogether. 


Uri--adi,r-aineral  Gvtks'-  Opinion  on  qneries  of  Oi:- 
T(uu:ii  '),  177,). 

(-liicsfidn  1st.  What  number  of  men  are  sufficient  for  a 
winin's  eampaigu  ? 

Answer.  This  will  depend,  in  great  measure,  upon  the 
nundicr  tlie  en(!my  intend  to  keep  in  Boston  and  upon  Ban- 
ker s  Hill.  If  they  do  not,  by  dctnchmenls  from  thence, 
diminish  their  present  numbers  lower  than  seven  thousand 
efleclive  men,  exclusive  of  officers,  seamen,  and  artillerists, 
I  think  twenty  thousand  (commissioned  and  non-commis- 
sioned ofiicers  included)  are  as  few  as  ought  to  be  stationed 
at  Camf/riilgc  and  Roxburij.  Perhaps  a  less  number  might 
suffice  lor  defence  at  both  those  posts;  but  an  eye  to 
oIl'iMice  will  most  undoid)tedly  be  wide  open,  to  avail  our- 
selves of  every  possible  advantage  which  the  weakness  ol 
the  enemy,  the  circumstances  of  the  time,  and  our  own  su- 
periority, may  alVord.  Provision  is  hereby  also  made  foi 
any  new  re-enforcement  the  enemy  may  receive  ;  and  ever\ 
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intelligence  fiom  them  declares  that  they  expect,  this  fall,  (^ucstiini  8tli.   What  sized  Regiments  would  you  reconi- 

veiy  considerable  assib>tance,  both  by  sea  and  land.  Another  mend  under  this  establishment ;  that  is,  how  many  men  lo 

powerful  reason  for  keeping  up  this  number  is,  that  by  the  a  Company,  how  many  Companies  to  a  Regiment,  and  how 

opening  of  the  summer,  the  Army,  by  the  diligence  and  officered? 

activity  of  the  olHcers,  may  be  made  a   well-disciplined  (Question  9th.  Is  there  any  method  by  which  the  best  of 

body  of  troops,  and  fit  to  execute  any  service  they  may  be  the  present  olficers  in  the  Army  can  be  chosen,  without 

commanded  to  |)erform.  imjieding  the  enlistment  of  the  men  by  such  clioice  and 

(Question  S2d.   Can   the  pay  of  the  privates  be  reduced,  preference? 

and  how  much  ?  Ausrver.  The  Regiments  should,  I  thiid<,  consist  of  eight 

Ansu-cr.  The  pay  of  the   jirivates  had   bettor  be  con-  Companies;  each  Com|)auy  to  have  one  Captain,  two  Lieu- 

tinued   as  at  present  established,  and   all   necessary  stop-  tenants,  one   Ensign,  i'our  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one 

pages  made,  for  clothing,  &c.,  out  of  that  pay.  Drummer,  one  Fifer,  and  seventy-six  Privates;  three  Field- 

(^lU'sdon  3d.   What  rations  should  be  allowed  the  sol-  Officers,  one  Chaplain,  one  Adjutant,  one  Quartermaster, 

diers?  one  Surgeon,  and  one  Surgeon's  Mate.     The  Adjutant  to 

Ansicci-.  The  rations  to  he  continued  as  directed  liy  have  also  an  Ensign's  connnission,  to  enable  him  to  keep 
the  general  orders  of  the  8th  of  Ai(gust  and  -Jlst  ui' Sep-  a  horse  ;  he  to  be  a  good  discii)linarian  ;  to  be  ready  at  his 
temhcr  following.  If  milk  and  peas,  or  any  of  the  small  pen.  This  encouragement  will  make  it  the  ambition  of 
species  of  provisions,  cannot  be  procured  in  the  winter,  the  the  subalterns  to  deserve  well,  that  they  may  get  the  Ad- 
Commissary-General  should  make  good  such  deficiency  by^  jutancy  when  vacant. 

a  larger  supply  or  allowance  in  some  other  article,  but  not  In  regard  lo  selecting  the  best  officers,  it  has  been  de- 
in  money.  lAlore  care  lo  be  taken  in  the  baking  of  bread  ;  termined  to  have  all  the  names  of  the  officers,  who  are  in- 
nothing  contributes  more  to  the  health  of  soldiers  than  clined  to  continue  in  the  service,  returned  to  the  Brigadier- 
good  and  wholesome  food.  General  of  each  Brigade,  who  will  return  to  the  General- 

Question  4th.   What  regulations   are   further  necessary  in-Chief  as  soon  as  the  whole  are  returned.     The  Gene- 

for  the  government  of  the  Forces?  ral-in-C"liief,  assisted  by  the  rest  of  the  General  Ofticers,  to 

^;is!('cr.  This  question  comprehends  almost  all  the  others,  select  such  as  are  thought  fittest  for  the  diflerent  ranks; 

As  those  are    particularly  answered,  1  shall   confine   my  the  rest  to  be  discharged. 

answer  to  so  general  a  question   to  the  smallest  possible  Horatio  Gates,  Ailjulant-G'cncral. 

compass;    and,  first,  the   Army  ought  to  be  so  regulated  Cambrklge,  Octoher  15,  1775. 

that  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  he   pro-  

vided  with  good  and  sufficient  clothing,  (as  well  for  winter 

as  summer,)  substantial   and  complete  arms  and  accoutre-  Opinion  oj    Bngadier-Gaieral   Greene^  in  answer  to 

ments,  as  follows:    A  powder-horn;   a  bag  for  buck-shot;  (^iicru's  oJ  October  5,  177  j. 

a  tin  canister,  to  hold  thirty-six  cartridges  of  powder  and  (Question  1st.   What  number  of  men  are  sufficient  for  a 

ball,  with  a  leather  strap  to  sling  it  across  the  shoulder ;  a  winter's  campaign  ? 

cartridge-box,  to  contain  twenty-three  cartridges  or  there-  Answer.  Twenty-five  Regiments,  amounting  in  the 
abouts  ;  and  every  soldier,  without  exception,  should  have  whole  to  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty  men, 
a  bayonet.  Much  regulation  is  wanted  in  the  Continental  including  Battalion  oflkers ;  to  be  posted,  nine  Regiments 
Articles  of  War,  as  in  many  instances  they  have  been  found  on  the  right  division,  nine  on  the  left,  and  seven  in  the 
to  give  too  discretionary  a  power  to  the  members  who  com-  centre.  To  act  offensive  and  defensively,  thirty-eight  Re- 
pose General  Courts-Martial ;  a  very  flagrant  instance  hav-  giments  to  be  distributed  as  before  mentioned, 
ing  happened  lately  in  the  trial  of  Lieutenant-Colonel yli(-  (Question  2d.  Can  the  pay  of  the  privates  be  reduced? 
iiili  Brown.  A  Provost-Maitial  should,  without  delay,  be  Answer.  No.  Because  a  sudden  reduction  would  im- 
appointed.  pede  the  filling  the   Regiments  to  such  a  degree  as  would 

Qutslion  5lh.  For  how  long  a  time  ought   the  men  in  possibly  weaken  the  lines  at  the  expiration  of  the  old  estab- 

the   present  Army  (should  we  set  about  enlisting  them)  lishment.     The  people  have  not,  as  yet,  felt  the  necessity 

be  engaged?  of  entering  the  service  for  the  support  of  themselves  and 

Answer.  The  Army  to  be  now  raised  slmidd  be  enlist-  families.  They  will  consequently  refuse  enlisting  for  a  time, 

ed  to  serve  for  one  year;  that  is,  from  the  IJlst  oi'  Decent-  with  the  view  of  reducing  the  Congress  to  the  necessity  of 

6cr,  177.5,  to  the  31st  o(  December,  177G.     If  the  wicked  raising  the  wages. 

attempts  of  the  present  abandoned  English  Ministry  should  (Question  3d.   What  rations  should  be  allowed  the  men  ? 

cease  before  that  period  expires,  and  peace  and  liberty  be  Answer.   As  the  rations  do  not  enter  into  the  nature  of 

restored  to  this  once  happy  Continent,  and  the  Ministerial  the  establishment,  but  are  variable  at  the   pleasm-e  of  the 

Troops  withdrawn,  then  the  Troops  to  be  discharged  as  Commander-in-Chief,  I  do  not  think  it  eligible  to  make 

the  Continental  Congress,  in  their  wisdom,  shall  direct.  alteration,  at  this  time,  of  the  present  provision. 

(Question  6th.  What  method  would  you  recommend    as  (Question  4th.   What  regulations  are  further  necessary 

most  eligible,  to  clothe  a  new-raised  Army  with  a  proper  for  the  government  of  the  Forces? 

degree  of  decency  and  regularity?     Would  you  advise  it  Answer.  As  to  appointments,  a  Provost-Martial  is  want- 
to  be  done  by  the  Continent?     In  that  case,  would  you  ed  ;  as  lo  martial   laws,  treason  against  the  United  Colo- 
lower  the  men's  wages,  and  make  no  deduction  for  clothing,  nies,  committed  in  the  Army,  should  be  clearly  designated, 
or  let   it  stand,  and  make  stoppages?   and   how  much   a  and  the  punishment  expressed, 
month  ?  Question  5th.  What  is  the  most  eligible  method  of  cloth- 

Answer.   As  to  clothing,  I  am  confident  it   might  be  so  ing  a  new-raised  Army? 
made  and  contrived  that,  by  throwing  oft' the  coat  or  outer  Answer.  The  clothing  should  be  procured  by  the  Con- 
garment,  the  waistcoat  would  answer  sufficiently  for  the  linent,  and  delivered  to  the  men  at  prime  cost  and  charges; 
heat  of  the  summer.     Indian  stocking,  and  warm  woollen  to   be   paid   for   by  monthly  deductions  ;    each   deduction 
breeches,  made  strong  by  being  doubled  upon  the  seams,  amounting  to  twelve  Shillings,  lawful  money, 
would  be  best  in  this  climate.      It  would  be  proper  for  a  (Question  6th.   How  are  the  men  to  be  paid  ? 
pattern  dress  to  be  exhibited.     Lot  each  General  Ofliccr  Answer.   I  esteem  monthly  payments  the  best  calculated 
produce  a  soldier  dressed  to  his  fancy;  from  those  the  best  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  soldiery,  who  must  frequently 
might  be  adopted.  contribute  to  the  support  of  their  families.     To  this  pur- 

Question  7th.  As  there  appears  great  irregularity  in  the  pose,  regimental  abstracts  should  be  made,  signed  by  the 
manner  of  jiaying  the  men,  and  much  discontent  has  pre-  Colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  Regiment,  who  should 
vailed  upon  that  account,  in  what  manner  and  at  what  apply  to  his  Excellency  for  a  warrant  lo  the  Paymaster- 
fixed  periods  would  you  advise  it  to  be  done  under  a  new  General.  The  Colonel  should  deliver  the  money  to  the 
establishment  ?  Captains  of  Companies,  who   will  be   accountable  to  the 

Answer.  The  soldiers   should  be   paid  regularly  every  Colonel,  who  will  be  answerable  to  the  Paymaster-General, 

two  months,  which  will  keep  so  much  in  arrear  as  will  pro-  (Question  7th.    What  sized    Regiments  upon   the   new 

vide  such    necessaries  as  they  immediately  want,  and,  in  establishment? 

many  instances,  prevent  desertion.  Answer.  The  Regiment  should  consist  of  five  hundred 
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and  twenly-six  men,  including  oflicers  ;  one  Colonel,  one 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  one  Major;  eight  Companies  to 
each  Regiment ;  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  and  one 
Ensi"n  ;  "three  Sergeants,  three  Corporals,  one  Drummer 
and  one  Fifer.  Staff  Officers:  one  Chaplain,  one  Adjutant, 
(being  a  sub,)  one  Quartermaster,  (being  a  sub,)  one  Sur- 
geon, and  one  Mate. 

flucstion  8th.  Can  the  best  officers  be  retained  without 
impeding  the  enlistment. 

Ansu'er.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  delicacy,  and,  to  accom- 
()lish  it  with  propriety,  I  feel  the  want  of  military  know- 
ledge; however,  1  beg  liberty  to  |)ropose  that  the  officers 
now  in  the  service  receive  enlisting  orders  :  first,  to  engage 
all  that  are  fit  and  willing,  now  in  service;  then  every  one 
who  shall  have  leave  of  absence  by  furlough,  as  well  as 
the  rest,  be  directed  to  engage,  for  the  establishment,  as 
many  effective  men  as  possible,  (each  Government  or  Co- 
lony having  a  certain  number  of  Regiments  assigned  to  it,) 
and,  when  the  whole  number  shall  be  raised,  his  Excel- 
lency will  retain  such  officers  as  he  shall  think  best  quali- 
tied,  after  receiving  recoumicndations  for  the  Field-Officers 
from  the  Brigadiei-Generals,  and  of  the  Connnissioned  Of- 
ficers from  the  Colonels  or  commanding  officers  of  Regi- 
ments, and  also  from  the  Brigadier-Generals. 

(Question  9th.  For  how  long  a  time  should  the  men  be 
engaged  ? 

Answer.  For  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  the 
Continental  Congress ;  because  every  contract  should  be 
fi\ed  and  certain  in  all  its  parts;  for  men  esteem  confine- 
ment, (of  which  the  service  partakes,)  without  any  fixed 
]ieriod  to  Its  duration,  a  boundless  gulf,  where  the  fruitful 
imagination  creates  ten  thousand  nameless  liorrours.  They 
will  therefore  startle  at  visionary  ills,  (supposing  their  en- 
listments during  the  pleasure  of  the  Congress,)  not  consi- 
dering that  the  importance  of  the  contest  should  banibh 
every  private  consideration  which  may  rise  in  competition 
with  the  publick  good. 

GENERAL   StTLLlVAN   TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Questions  proposed  by  his  Excellency  General  H'ash- 
ington,  with  answers  thereto,  by  his  humble  servant, 

John  Sullivan. 
(-Question.  What  number  of  men  are  sufiicient  for  a  win- 
ter's campaign  .' 

AnsU'tr.     Eighteen    thousand    one    huiulred   and    foily- 
eighl,  arranged  in  the  following  order,  viz: 
At  Rorltitn/,  two  Brigades,  (five  Regiments  each,) 
ten   Regiments,  each  698  men,  all  oflicers  in- 
cluded,    ------------      6,9.-0 

Four  Regiments  at  IVinicr-IlUl,  one  Brigade,     -      2,79-2 
Four  Regiments  at  Prospect- Hill,  one  Brigade,        '2,79-2 
ICight   Regiments  at  Cninliriilgc,  one  of  which  to 
be  stationed   at  Chchtit  and  Mililcii,  two  Hri- 
-ades, 5,581 


Total,  Ml 


IS,  Ids 


l-^ucstidii.  Can  the  pay  of  the  privates  be  reduced:  and 
how  much  .' 

Answer.  An  attempt  to  reduce  the  wages,  at  this  time, 
will  probably  prevent  the  raising  of  another  Army.  And 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  men,  in  geneial,  find  their 
own  arms,  an<l  all  find  their  own  clothing,  and  enlist  with- 
out a  bounty,  I  cannot  suppose  the  wages  unreasonable. 

(^itcstinn.    What  rations  shall  be  allowed  the  men  ? 

Answer.  The  same  as  at  jjresent ;  oidy  fixing  a  price  on 
each  article,  that  the  men  may  have  their  mon(!y  weekly 
in  lieu  of  those  articles  wlii(-h  the  Commissary  cannot 
furnish. 

(■Question.  What  regulations  are  further  necessary  for 
the  government  of  the  Forces? 

Ansirer.  That  a  General  Court-Alartial  have  power  to 
try  and  punish  atrocious  offenders,  who  may  come  into  the 
cairip  and  behave  disorderly,  and  all  such  as  may  be  guilty 
of  stealing  and  purloining  from  the  Army.  That  persons 
convicted  of  holding  correspondence  with  or  givin;;  intelli- 
gence to  the  enemy  be  punished  with  death.  That  Ad- 
jutants be  appointed  to  each  Brigade.  That  in  case  of  the 
death  or  resignation  of  any  oflic(>r,  the  oflicers  are  to  rise 
in  their  own  corps,  and  kee|i  the  counnand  in  the  respec- 
tive Regiments  or  Companies  to  which  ihey  belong. 


(^ucsiiun.  For  how-  long  a  time  ought  the  men  in  the 
present  Army  to  be  engaged? 

Answer.  As  the  Army  is  principally  composed  of  hus- 
bandmen, and  their  business  comes  on  about  the  1st  of 
April,  none  of  those  would  incline  to  enlist  for  a  longer 
time;  as  tarrying  one  month  longer  would  as  efl'ectually 
defeat  the  larming  business,  for  the  year  ensuinii,  as  if  thev 
were  to  engage  for  a  year;  and  as  an  Army  may  easily  be 
engaged,  before  that  lime,  for  the  ensuing  summer,  1  recom- 
mend that  thev  be  enlisted  until  the  1st  o(  April,  and  no 
longer. 

(■^insliiiii.  \\  hat  method  would  you  recommend  as  most 
eligible  to  clothe  a  new  Army  with  a  jiroper  degree  of 
decency  and  regLdarily?  Would  you  advise  it  to  be  done 
by  the  Continent?  In  that  case,  would  you  lower  the 
men's  wages,  and  make  no  deduction  for  clothing,  or  let  it 
stand,  and  make  stoppages  ?  and  how  nmch  a  month? 

Answer.  The  wages  ought  to  stand  ;  and  if  a  uniform 
be  agreed  on,  the  men  should  have  the  liberty  to  procure 
it  for  themselves;  provided  they  do  it  seasonably  and  to 
the  acceptance  of  their  officers;  but  as  many  of  them  will 
not  be  able  to  do  this,  the  Continent  should  provide  for 
those,  and  slop  it  out  of  their  wages.  The  same  method 
ought  to  be  pursued  if  conmion  clothing  only  is  required, 
as  many  of  them  will  be  unable  to  procure  the  necessary 
articles. 

(■lacslian.  As  there  appears  to  Ije  great  irregularity  in 
the  manner  of  paying  the  men,  and  much  tlisconlent  has 
prevailed  upon  that  account,  in  what  manner  and  at  what 
fixed  periods  would  you  advise  it  to  be  done,  under  a  new 
establishment? 

Answer.  As  some  new  recruits  must  be  raised,  and  as 
those  recruits  will  not,  probably,  have  money  to  provide 
themselves  for  the  campaign  ;  and  as  no  bounty  money  is 
to  be  given  them,  1  recommend  that  they  receive  one 
month's  advance  wages,  and  the  residue  at  the  expiration 
of  their  term. 

Quislian.  What  sized  Regiments  would  you  recommend 
under  this  establishment,  viz:  how  many  men  to  a  Com- 
pany, how  many  Companies  to  a  Regiment,  and  how  olii- 
cered  ? 

Answer.  Ten  Comjianies  to  a  Regiment,  two  of  which 
to  be  Light-Infantry,  sixty-four  men  to  a  Company,  in- 
cluding Sergeants  and  Corporals,  which  will  give  sixty 
Corporals  and  Privates  to  each  Company,  or  subdivision, 
and  thirty  to  each  platoon.  The  oflicers  to  be,  one  Cap- 
tain, one  Lieutenant,  and  one  Ensigiu 

(-Question,  is  there  any  method  by  which  the  best  of  the 
present  oflicers  in  this  Army  can  be  chosen,  without  im- 
peding the  enlistment  of  the  men  by  such  choice  and 
jireference  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  oflicers  in  my  Brigade,  who  are 
most  averse  to  doing  duty,  and  least  able  to  endure  fatigue, 
having  signified  their  intention  to  leave  the  service,  and  the 
best  oflicers  inclining  to  tarry,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
most  worthy  and  resolute  oflicers  in  the  whole  Army  will 
remain  in  the  service,  which  will  supersede  the  necessity 
of  selecting  the  best  for  the  winter  campaign.  But  in  case 
luore  than  is  recjuisite  should  incline  to  stay,  when  the 
names  of  the  whole  are  given  in,  some  method  may  be  hit 
upon  to  get  rid  of  those  supernmiierary  oflicers,  withoLit 
impeding  the  enlistment  of  the  men.  1  tlierel'ore  advise 
that  the  Generals  of  Brigades  gi\e  in  the  names  of  those 
oflicers  who  incline  to  tarry  in  the  service,  as  soon  as 
may  be.  


An  Account  of  ill e   .l/r;(  who    arc    willing-   to  co, 

the  service  of  the  I'nitnl  Colonics,  during  thi 
from  Colonel  Stark'.s  Regiment. 

Captain  George  Heed's  Company,  -     -     -  - 

Captain  Daniel  .Moore's  "  .     .     .  . 

Captain  C.Vin/o/i  //(/f,7,/»ifi's   "  .      .      -  - 

Captain  FJisha  Hoodbunfs     "  ...  - 

Captain  Thos.McLnughlins  "  -     -      .  - 

Capla'm  John  Hole's^  "  .      .      .  . 

i'a\)\a\n  Samuel  Nichards's     "  .      .      .  . 

Ca[)tain  Aaron  Kinsman's       "  .... 

Cdpta\n  Joshua  Abbott's  "  .     .     .  . 

Ca\\la\n  Henry  JJenrborn's       "  .      .      .  . 


Total,  .MeiL 
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[No.  1.] 

An  Estimate  of  the  cost  of  such  articles,  for  the  support 
of  an  American  Army,  consisting  of  twenty-tico  thou- 
sand men,  from  the  lOth  of  October,  1775,  to  the  lOth 
of  May,  1776,  being  seven  months,  as  fall  u'ithin  the 
department  of  the  Commissary-General : 
Twenty-five  thousand  barrels  Flour,  at  4'ls.,    -     £55,000 
Twelve  thousand  barrels  Pork,  at  65s.,     -       -         39,000 
One  thousand  barrels  sailed  Beef,  at  50s.,       -  "2,500 

Twenty-two  thousand  pounds  fresh  Beef,  three 

days  in  a  week,  '2'is.  per  cwt.,     -     -     -     -         29,100 
Two  hundred  barrels  Beer  or  Cider  per  day 


Twenty-two  thousand  pints  Milk  per  day,  \d. 

Twenty-eight  thousand  bushels  Peas  or  JJeans, 

6s., 

Six  ounces  Butter  per  man  per  week,  8(/.  [ler 
pound,     ----------- 

Two  gallons  Vinegar  per  man  per  week. 
One  hundred  hogsheads  New-England  Warn, 
Hospital  stores  uncertain  ;  say  thirty  pipes  Te- 
nerijj'e  Wine,     -------.. 

One  hundred  casks  Raisins,  50s.,    -     -     -     • 
One  hundred  barrels  Oat  IMeal,        -     .     -     . 


Add  conlini;encics, 


10,500 
19,150 


10,080 

10,000 

1,250 

900 
250 
200 

£136,330 
13,670 

£200,000 

I  compute  the  Pork  as  drove  to  camp;  if  bought  in  the 
country,  the  transportation  will  cost  twenty  Shillings  per 
barrel  more  ;  in  the  whole,  twelve  thousand  Pounds.  Beer 
and  Cider,  Vinegar,  Wine,  Raisins,  Oat  iMeal,  and  fifty 
hogsheads  Rum,  already  purchased. 

Joseph  TuvmuvlIj. 

[No.  a.] 
.4/!  Estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  Barrack,  ninety-sir  feet  hy 
sixteen  feet,  to  be  divided  into  six  rooms,  and  to  contain 
one  hundred  men  : 

Boards, £30  00  0 

Joist  or  slit  work,         -     - 6  00  0 

Timber  for  the  frame, -     -  12  06  0 

Shingles, 10  16  0 

Nails, 9  00  0 

Bricks, 12  06  0 

Additional  wages  to  Soldiers,  one  month,  (six- 
teen men,)  who  build  the  Barrack,  20s.  per 

month, 16  000 

Cost  of  a  Barrack,  ninety-six  by  sixteen  feet,      £96  08  0 

At  the  lowest  estimate,  we  must  build  one  hundred  and 
twenty  Barracks  of  that  size,  (ninety  fur  Cambridge,  and 
thirty  for  Roxbury  camp,)  which,  in  romid  numbers,  will 
amount  to £12,000 

Allowing  one  and  a  half  cord  of  fire-wood, 
per  week,  to  one  hundred  men,  the  Arm)-  will 
consume,  in  six  months,  eight  thousand  cords, 
at  20s., 8,000 


To  cash   paid  Christian  JVegman,  for  Mr. 

Johii  Biddle,  Commissary,  as  per  account, 
To  cash   paid  Oiven  Biddle,  for  Mr.  John 

Kean,  as  per  receipt,  for  Rifles,  -  -  - 
To  cash  paid  M.  Gratz,  for  Rifles,  as  per 

account, --. 

To  cash  paid  Mr.  Graydon,  for  Blanketing, 

Cam|)  Kettles,  &lc.,       ------ 

To  cash   paid  John  Davis,  Commissary,  in 

Reading,       --------- 

To  cash  paid  for  Blankets,  Russia  Sheeting, 

&C., ------ 

To  cash  paid  Major  Magaw,       -     -     -     - 

To  cash  paid  for  Epaulets  for  Capt.  John 
Lowdon,        --------- 

To  cash  paid  Expresses  at  sundry  times,     - 

To  cash  paid  Margaret  Duncan,  for  Russia 
Sheeting,  by  Mr.  Biddle,  as  per  account. 

To  cash  paid  IViUiam  Ilomcs's  Draft,    - 

To  cash  paid  fi'illiam  Patterson.  Conductor 
of  Military  Stores,   ------- 

To  cash  paid  Oaptain  James  Ross,  as  per 
receipt,     ----- 

To  casli  paid  Captains  Lowdon,  Doivdle, 
Nagel,  Smith,  Miller,  Hendricks,  and 
Chambers,  sixty  Pounds  each,  as  per  re- 
ceipt, amounting  to 

To  cash  paid  Lieutenant  McClellan,  as  per 
receipt, 

To  cash  paid  Lieutenant  James  Parr,  as  per 
receipt,     ---------- 

To  cash  paid  Ijieutenants  Grier,  McCornel, 
and  Buchanan,  -     - 

To  cash  paid  J^alentine  Eckart,  Wagon- 
Master,     

To  cash  paid  Richard  Backhouse,  as  per  re- 
ceipt, (Conniiissary  from /JeorfiHo-,)   - 

To  cash  paid  Henry  Yedse,  Peter  Smith, 
and  Stophel  Leab,  Wagoners,  as  per  re- 
ceipts,         

To  cash  paid  Lieutenant  John  Dill,      -     - 

To  cash  paid  fVilliam  Magaiv,  Surgeon,     - 

To  cash  paid  Lieutenant-Colonel  Edward 
Hand, 

To  cash  paid  Captain  Michael  Doivdle, 

To  cash  paid  Nicholas  Hansigger,  Agent, 

To  cash  paid  Lieut.  Samuel  Craig,  £l  5s., 
and  paid  /F;/i.  jI/i/^'-om',  Surgeon,  £7  10s., 

To  cash  paid  lAeinenanis  McClella7i,  Irvine, 
and  Niclwlls,  as  per  receipt,     -     -     -     - 

To   cash   paid  John  Montgomery,  for  cash 

lent  to  purchase  Provisions,  &,c., 
To  cash  paid  Lieutenant  Robert  Makeyizie, 

as  per  receipt,     - 

To  cash  paid  David  Harris,  Paymaster,     - 

To  cash  given  Captain  Hendricks  to  recruit 

his  Company,  (omitted  above,)     -     -     - 

To  cash  given  Captain  Chambers  to  recruit 

his  Company,  (omitted  above,)      -      -     - 


£17  14  00 

54  18  00 
17  10  00 
140  10  00 
36  00  00 


90  10  00 
11  1 5  00 


6  00  00 
30  (J7  06 


55  00  00 
76  00  00 


1  00  00 
60  00  00 


420  00  00 
5  00  00 
15  00  00 
15  00  00 
30  00  00 
60  00  00 

22  10  00 
5  00  00 
5  00  00 

44  00  00 
35  00  00 

7  10  00 

8  15  00 
15  00  00 
52  00  00 

3  02  06 

8  17  08 

26  11  10 

27  10  00 


£1,885  01  01 


Lawful  money,  £20,000 
Thos.  Mifflin-,  (Quartermaster-General. 

Carnbriilg.\  October  5,  177  j. 

[No.  3.] 

Cash  advanced  from  the  Coiigress — Di-. 

To  cash  paid  Marsteller  fy  Thorme,  for  fif- 
teen Rifles,  as  per  account,     -     -     -     -      £68  01  00 

To  cash  paid  Benja.  If'eiser,  for  four  Rifles, 

as  per  account,  16  02  06 

To  cash  paid  John  Ross,  for  Drums,  &ic.,  as 

per  account,  ---------         37  19  06 

To  cash  paid  Duficld  .y  Delany,  for  Medi- 
cines for  the  Surgeon, 69  06  09 

To  cash  paid  six  wagoners,  in  part,  for  car- 
riage, as  per  account, 90  00  00 

To  cash  paid  Peter  Filbert,  for  ^Mr.  John 

Biddle,  Commissary,  as  per  account,      -       200  00  00 


Contra— Cv. 
By  five  thousand  Dollars,  at  seven  Shillings 
six  Pence  each,       ------ 

Balance  due, 


£1,875  00  00 
10  01  01 


Errors  excepted: 


£1,885  01  01 


Wm.  Thompson,  Col.,  Second  Regiment. 


INSTRUCTIONS   TO   CAPTAIN   NICHOLSON   BROUGIITON. 

1.  You,  being  appointed  a  Captain  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  Colonics  of  North-America,  are  hereby  directed 
to  take  the  command  of  a  detachment  of  said  Army,  and 
proceed  on  board  the  schooner  Hannah,  at  Beverly,  lately- 
fitted  out  and  equipped  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  provi- 
sions, at  the  Continental  expense. 

2.  You  are  to  proceed,  as  commander  of  said  schooner, 
immediately  on   a  cruise  against  such  vessels  as  may  be 
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fouiid  on  tlie  high  seas  or  elsewhere,  bound  hnvards  or 
outwards,  to  or  from  Boston,  in  the  service  of  the  Ministe- 
rial Army,  and  to  take  and  seize  all  such  vessels,  laden 
with  soldiers,  arms,  ammunition,  or  jiroviiion,  for  or  from 
said  Army,  or  which  you  shall  have  L;ood  reason  to  sus- 
pect are  in  sucli  service. 

3.  If  you  should  be  so  successful  as  to  take  any  ol  said 
vessels,  you  are  immediately  to  send  them  to  the  nearest 
and  safest  port  to  this  canij),  under  a  careful  prize  master, 
directing  him  to  notify  me,  by  express,  immediately,  ol 
such  capture,  with  all  jiurticulars,  and  there  to  wail  my 
further  direction. 

4.  You  are  to  be  very  particular  and  diligent  in  your 
search  after  all  letters  or  other  papers  tending  to  discover 
the  designs  of  the  enemy,  or  of  any  other  kind,  and  to 
Ibrward  all  such  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

7).  Whatever  prisoners  you  may  take  you  are  to  treat 
with  kindness  and  humanity,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with 
your  own  safely;  their  private  stock  of  money  and  appa- 
rel to  be  given  them,  after  being  duly  searched  ;  and  w  hen 
they  arrive  at  any  port,  you  are  to  apply  to  the  Committee, 
or  to  any  officer  of  the  Continental  Army  stationed  at  such 
port,  for  a  guard  to  bring  them  up  to  Head-Quarters. 

6.  For  your  own  encouragement,  and  that  ol  the  other 
officers  and  men,  to  activity  and  courage  in  this  service,  o\  er 
and  above  your  pay  in  the  Continental  Army,  you  shall 
be  entitled  to  one-third  part  of  the  cargo  of  every  vessel 
by  you  taken  and  sent  into  jiort,  (military  and  naval  stores 
only  excepted,  which,  with  the  vessels  and  apparel,  are 
reserved  for  the  publick  service  ;)  which  said  third  part  is 
to  be  divided  among  the  officers  and  men,  in  the  following 
proportions:  Captain,  six  shares;  First  Lieutenant,  five 
shares;  Second  Lieutenant,  four  shares;  Surgeon,  four 
shares  ;  Ship's  Master,  three  shares  ;  Steward,  two  shares  ; 
Mate,  one  and  a  half  share  ;  Gunner,  one  and  a  half  share  ; 
Boatswain,  one  and  a  half  share;  Gunner's  Mate  and  Ser- 
geant, one  and  a  half  share;  Privates,  one  share  each. 

7.  You  are  particularly  charged  to  avoid  any  engage- 
ment with  any  armed  vessel  of  the  enemy,  though  you 
may  be  e(jual  in  strength,  or  may  have  some  small  advan- 
tage ;  the  design  of  this  enterprise  being  to  intercept  the 
supplies  of  the  enemy,  which  will  be  defeated  by  your 
running  into  unnecessary  engngements. 

8.  As  there  may  be  other  vessels  employed  in  the  same 
service  with  yourselves,  you  arc  to  fix  upon  proper  signals, 
and,  your  stations  being  settled  so  as  to  take  the  greatest 
range,  avoid  cruising  on  the  same  giound.  If  you  should 
hap[)en  to  take  prizes  in  sight  of  each  other,  the  rules 
which  take  place  among  private  ships  of  war  are  to  be 
observed  in  the  distribution  of  the  prize  money. 

9.  In  case  of  retaking  the  vessel  of  any  friend  to  the 
Amcr'tcnn  cause,  I  will  recommend  it  to  such  person  to 
make  a  suitable  compensation  to  those  who  have  done  such 
a  service  ;  but  such  vessels  are  not  to  be  deemed  as  coming 
within  the  directions  respecting  other  vessels. 

10.  You  are  to  be  extremely  careful  and  frugal  of  your 
ammunition,  by  no  means  to  waste  any  of  it  in  salutes,  or 
for  any  |)ur])ose  but  what  is  absolutely  necessary. 

(ilven  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters,  Ciimbridgc, 
this  -JJ  dav  of  Srplcmhcr.  177."). 

Gr.oK.iE  WAsiiiN.rroN. 

-No.  -..] 
IViUiam  Coirlni,  ofLnvful  n.^e,  belu-  d.ilv  sworn,  depo- 
.,lh  and  .;.ilh:  That  hr  ha.  lurd  will,  M.^jor  .M/i  Von- 
unlltj.  of  Fort  I'itI,  in  the  i-li;iiM(tri-  of  a  servant,  for  two 
vi'ius  last  pa-.t  ;  ih.U  the  said  Coiniollij  was  obliged  to  quit 
that  place,  feaiiii'j,  s  Mill'  iiijni)  from  the  inhaiiilants,  who 
suspected  him  of  being  an  enemy  to  his  Coimtiy ;  that  some 
time  in  August  hM,  ihe  said  Connolly  paid  a  visit  to  Lord 
Dunmorc,  on  board  of  his  Lord^lii|)'s  ship,  the  Itoi/iil  IVil- 
linrn,  then  lying  at  Portsmouth,  in  I'lririnia,  and  took  this 
deponent  as  his  servant ;  that  the  said  Connolli/  staid  four- 
teen days  on  board  of  the  said  ship,  and  afterwards  went  to 
Boston  in  his  Lordship's  tender  Arundel,  with  despatches 
to  General  itagc,  from  I^ord  Dunmorc,  where  he  was  for 
the  space  of  ten  days.  This  deponent  further  saith,  that 
after  their  departure  from  thence,  the  said  Connolly  asked 
this  deponent  if  he  was  willing  to  go  with  him  into  the  In- 
tlinn  Country;  told  him  that  he  had  been  with  General 
Cicgc,  to  get  a  commission,  and  orders  to  L;ointo  the  Indian 


Country  to  raise  the  Indians  and  French  :  that  there  was 
some  part  of  the  Royal  Irish  at  Fort  Chartres,  this  depo- 
nent tliinks  he  said,  who  had  it  in  command  from  General 
Gage  to  join  hiin,  and  who  had  nine  twelve-pounders;  that 
as  soon  as  he  had  settled  his  business  with  Lord  Dunmorc, 
after  his  return,  he  intended,  as  he  dared  not  go  home 
through  the  heart  of  the  Country,  to  take  his  Lordship's 
tender,  go  to  St.  Augustine,  there  get  guides  to  lead  him 
through  the  Cherokee  Nation,  Shuivanesc,  Mingoes,  and 
Dclawares ;  that  he  was  lo  get  commissions  from  Ixjrd 
Dunmore,  for  Captain  ff'hite  Eyes  and  Curnstalk,  and  other 
of  the  chiefs,  and  designed  to  make  them  presents,  in  order 
to  encourage  them  to  join  him  ;  that  he  intends  to  stay  at 
Detroit  this  winter,  to  furnish  himself  with  boats  and 
canoes,  to  bring  his  forces  and  cannon  np  the  Ohio  River; 
that  he  then  intends  to  attack  Fort  Pitt,  after  taking  w  hich, 
he  supposed  all  that  part  of  the  world  would  join  him,  es- 
pecially as  he  had  orders  to  give  three  hundred  acres  of 
land  to  every  man  that  would  enlist  under  him.  This  de- 
ponent further  saith,  that  the  said  Connolly  informed  him 
of  another  scheme  he  had  in  view,  namely,  to  proclaim 
freedom  to  all  convicts  and  indented  servants,  then  to  march 
down  to  Alunndria,  in  Virginia,  where  he  exjiects  a  re- 
enforcement  from  Lord  Dunmorc,  and  to  meet  with  some 
men  of  war,  with  which  he  intended  to  sweep  the  whole 
Coumry  before  him.  W.i.l.am  Cowi.k.y. 

Mini.LESF.x,  ,w.,  October  12,  177.3: 

ff'illiam  Cou'%,  the  subscriber  to  the  within  deposition, 
made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  same,  before  me, 

Abumiam  Fri,i.i;it.  Just.  Peace. 


ORDERS   BY   GENEUAI.  WASHINGTON. 

IIea(l-Qiiartei-.s,  Cambridge,  Oclobor  5,  177.'). 
(faiolo,  Oii'-'jei-k.)  (Countersijpi,  i?t-a6wro[i_^'/i.; 

Lieutenant  Zachariah  fl  alkcr,  tried  at  a  General  Court- 
Martlal,  whereof  Colonel  Farnum  was  the  President,  for 
"cowardice  in  the  action  upon  Bunker^s  Hill,  the  17th  of 
June  last."  The  Court,  on  consideration  of  the  evidence, 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  is  not  guilty 
of  the  charge  against  him.  The  General  commands  the 
prisoner  to  be  instantly  released. 

H. 'ail. Quarters,  Cambridge,  October  7,  1775. 
(Parulf,  Ux'iritl^r.)  (Countersign,  Illlliantst'urgh.J 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Ahijah  Brown,  tried  at  a  late  Gene- 
ral Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Hitchcock  was  Presi- 
dent, for  "  endeavouring  to  defraud  the  Continent,  in  muster- 
ing two  Soldiers,  whom  he  at  the  same  time  employed  in 
working  upon  his  farm."  The  Court,  having  duly  considered 
the  evidence,  are  of  opinion  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Broun 
is  not  guilty  of  any  fraud,  in  entleavonring  to  have  Harring- 
ton and  Clarke  mustered  in  the  manner  he  did.  But  the 
Court  are  of  opinion,  that  Colonel  Brown  is  guilty  of  cm- 
ploying  Harrington  for  fourteen  days,  and  Clarke  for 
eighteen  days,  out  of  camp,  upon  his  own  business,  yet  are 
inclined  to  think  it  was  done  rather  through  ignorance  than 
a  fraudulent  intent,  and  therefore  adjudge  that  he  be  fined 
four  Pounds,  lawful  money,  for  the  said  offence. 

The  General  orders  Lieutenant-Colonel  Broicn  to  be 
released  as  soon  as  he  has  paid  his  fine  to  Ur.  Foster, 
Director  of  the  Hospital,  who  will  apply  it  to  the  use  of  the 
sick  in  the  tieneral  Hospital  under  his  care.  The  General 
lio|)es  the  stigma  fixed  on  [iieutenant-Colonel  Brown,  by 
the  above  sentence,  will  be  a  sufficient  warning  to  all  ofli- 
cers,  not  to  be  guilty  of  the  like  offence,  especially  as  the 
General  is  confident  no  General  Court- .Martial  will  for  the 
future  admit  a  plea  of  ignorance  in  excuse  of  so  atrocious  a 
crime. 

His  Excellency  Governour  Trnmliull's  Commission  being 
produced  to  the  Commant!er-in-Chief,  l)y  Thomas  Dyer, 
Es(].,  appointing  him,  the  said  Dyer,  to  be  a  Captain  in 
the  Thirty-Fourth  Regiment  of  foot,  which  Regiment  was 
raised  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  the  ofiicers  com- 
missioned by  the  legislative  authority  thereof:  the  Gene- 
ral orders  Thomas  Dyer,  Esq.,  immediately  to  join  his 
Company,  to  be  received  into  the  said  Regiment  as  a  Cap- 
tain, and  to  he  obeyed  as  such. 

The  General  Court-Martial,  of  which  Colonel  Hitchcock 
was  President,  is  dissolved. 
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Hoad-Quarteis,  fambrulge,  October  8,  1775. 

fPiiruIe,  yurmoitlh.)  (CounteisigTi,  ^^niioy J 

For  tlie  future,  ibe  Adjutant-General  will  send  the  Pa- 
role and  Countersign,  under  a  sealed  cover,  by  the  Orderly 
Adjutant  at  Head-Quarters,  to  the  Majors  of  Brigade, 
ScammdJ,  Box,  Carij,  and  Ilcnhij.  They  at  gun  fii'ing  in 
the  evening,  and  not  before,  are  to  deliver  the  Parole  and 
Countersign  to  the  Adjutants  of  their  respective  Brigades. 
The  Adjutants  are  first  to  deliver  the  Parole  and  Counter- 
sign to  the  Ofticers  of  the  advanced  guard,  then  to  the  Offi- 
cer of  every  guard  in  and  about  the  camp,  and  then  to  their 
Commanding  Officers  and  Corps.  Tha  Ro.ibury  Adjutant 
will  receive  every  day,  at  orderly  time,  the  Parole  and 
Countersign,  in  a  sealed  cover,  directed  to  the  Commanding 
General  at  Roxbury,  who  will  observe  the  same  order  and 
time  of  delivering  them  to  Ofllcers  in  his  encampment,  as  is 
directed  to  be  done  here. 

A  General  Court-Wartial  to  sit  to-morrow,  to  try  such 
)irisoners  as  shall  be  brought  before  then) ;  Colonel  Biiilge, 
President. 


If  any  negro  is  found  straggling,  after  tattoo  heating, 
about  the  camp,  or  about  any  of  the  roads  or  villages  neai' 
the  encampments  at  Roiliiiry  or  ('(imbridffe,  they  are  to  be 
seized  or  confined  until  sunrise,  in  the  guard  nearest  lo  the 
iilace  where  said  negro  is  taken  up. 


IIr.„l.Quanrn;,  C.uiil.ri.lu'e,  Oolob,  r  11,  177:.. 

(P.in.ir,  FnlklanU.)  CC.m,.C.-i-.i,i;„,  Crorg^a.) 

Captain  Samuel  ihidlcy,  of  Colonel  Gr'uUcy's  Regi- 
ment of  Artillery,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court-Martial, 
whereof  Colonel  Bridge  was  President,  for  "  backwardness 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  and  for  negligence  in  the  care 
and  discipline  of  his  camp."  The  Court,  upon  mature  con- 
sideration of  the  evidence  examined  in  support  of  the 
charge,  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  no  part  of  the 
charge  is  supported  against  Captain  Gridlcy,  and  dismiss 
the  complaint,  as  malicious,  vexatious  and  groundless.  The 
General  approves  the  proceedings  of  the  Court-Martial,  and 
orders  Captain  Gridley  to  be  immediately  released. 


•COMMITTEE   OF   SAFETY   TO   NEW-11 A JIPSIIIRE  IJF.LF.G AXES   IN 
CONGIIESS. 

Ill  Couiinittco  of  Safety,  Exeter,  OctoI«r  lO,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  On  the  2d  of  this  instant,  the  Ship  Prince 
George,  Richard  Emmes  master,  from  Bristol,  bound  to 
Boston,  with  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-two 
barrels  of  flour,  for  the  use  of  General  Gage's  Army,  came 
into  our  harbour,  and  was  boarded  by  a  number  of  men, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Pickering,  of  the  Ma- 
Iross  Company,  and  brought  up  to  Portsmouth,  where  she 
is  detained.  General  Washington  has  been  consulted  con- 
cerning her,  and  has  desired  that  the  cargo  may  be  sent  to 
the  Army,  and  has  promised  to  write  to  the  Congress  for 
their  directions  in  what  manner  the  cargo  should  be  disposed 
of,  and  what  should  be  allowed  the  captors,  &ic. 

Our  batteries  are  almost  completed  ;  the  work  done  on 
them  will  surpass  your  imagination  ;  several  himdreds  of 
men  from  the  country  round  about  having  voluntarily  la- 
boured thereon  a  considerable  time  since  they  were  begini. 

Wu  have  nothing  to  communicate  to  you  now,  our  pub- 
lick  airairs  continuing  as  they  were  when  you  left  home  ;  but 
iiuist  desire  your  diligent  endeavours  to  procure  some- 
thing to  be  done  relative  to  our  civil  Government.  As  there 
is  not  a  barrel  of  flour  to  be  sold  in  this  Colony,  we  were 
under  the  necessity  of  taking  a  hundred  barrels  of  tlie  flour 
for  the  support  of  our  soldiers  and  workmen  at  the  batteries 
erecting  on  Scovy's  and  Pierce's  Islands,  there  being  upwards 
of  a  hundred  soldiers,  besides  workmen,  employed  thereon, 
which  we  have  since  represented  to  General  IVashington, 
with  a  proposal  to  sell  five  hundred  barrels  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Portsmouth,  and  deposite  the  money  safely  until 
directions  from  the  Congress  should  be  obtained. 

We  have  lately  had  a  requisition  from  General  IVash- 
ington to  pay  our  Troops'  wages  up  to  the  4th  of  August, 
which  was  quite  unexpected,  and  will  occasion  our  emitting 
more  money,  and  of  course  hinder  our  accounts  from  being 
forwarded  for  some  time.     The  numbering  the  inhabitants 


in  this  Colony  is  on  hand,  and   when  completed  we  shall 
transmit  you  an  account  thereof. 

P.  S.  If,  through  the  multiplicity  of  his  affairs.  General 
Jl'ashington  should  oiDit  to  write  fully  concerning  the  said 
ship  and  cargo,  we  desire  you  to  lay  the  matter  before  the 
Congress,  and  procure  their  directions  concerning  it,  to  be 
transmitted  to  us  as  soon  as  possible. 


ADDIIESS   OF    THE   'IdWN   OF   SOITII  AMI'TON. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  P,;iiliils,  Burgesses,  and  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  oi  Sotalnniiiiton,  pr(";ent('il  to  His  Ma- 
ji'sty  by  the  Right  Honoinahic  llaus  Stanley,  and  Jidin 
Fleming,  Esquire,  their  Representatives  in  Parliament. 

^   To  the  King's  Most  EictUcnt  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Mayor, 
Bailifls,  Burgesses,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  South- 
ampton, humbly  approach  your  throne,  expressing  our 
acknowledgments  of  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy  imder 
your  Majesty's  auspicious  reign. 

Zealous  for  the  bonotu'  of  our  Sovereign,  the  prosperity 
of  our  Country,  and  the  support  of  the  laws  of  this  King- 
dom, we  ardently  wish  your  Majesty  may  very  Ions;  rule 
in  the  hearts  of  all  your  peo|)le,  wherever  tiispersed  through 
your  extensive  Dominions,  and  cannot  but  lament  that  our 
lellow-subjects  in  America,  forgetful  of  the  succour  and 
protection  so  constantly  affiirded  them  by  this  their  Parent 
State,  have  suflered  themselves  to  be  deluded  by  tlie  arts 
of  wicked  and   licentious  men,  and   ni'oceeded  to  acts  of 


jbelli 


inst  your  royal   pers 


(jovernment.      In 


testimony,  therefore,  of  our  aldioiTence  of  those  pernicious 
maxims  by  which  they  pretend  to  justify  their  conduct,  we 
))resume  to  entreat  your  Majesty  to  use  the  most  etlectual 
means  to  assert  your  royal  authority,  vindicate  the  injured 
supremacy  of  the  British  Legislature,  and  recall  the  iid'itu- 
ated  Colonists  to  their  allegiance.  And  because  we  fear 
the  milder  influence  of  reason  and  persuasion  will  still  be 
foimd  inadequate  to  those  truly  desirable  enfis,  \\liile  those 
unhappy  men  continue  wilfully  ignorant  of  your  Majesty's 
gracious  intentions  towards  them,  and  blind  to  the  pleasing 
prospect  of  accommodation,  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your 
Majesty  that  we  will,  at  the  hazard  of  all  that  is  valualile  to 
us,  support  the  dignity  of  your  Crown,  and  exert  all  our 
|)ower  to  preser\e  the  ulmiist  limits  of  your  Em|iire  imdi- 
miuislied,  anil  in  due  obedience  to  your  Majesty  and  your 
illustrious  family. 

May  the  Gud  of  wisdom  and  of  power  direct  yoiu-  Ma- 
jesty's counsels  for  the  restoration  of  harmony  and  ]ieace, 
or  go  forth  with  your  fleets  and  armies  in  the  prosecution  of 
yotir  undoubted  rights  over  every  part  of  tlie  Dominions 
which  He,  by  whom  Kings  reign,  has  committed  to  your 
care. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  said  Mayor,  Bailiffs,  and 
Burgesses,  have  aflixed  our  common  corporate  seal  and 
names,  and  we,  the  said  inhabitants,  have  subscribed  our 
names,  the  13th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  otir  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-live. 


Gentlemen:  The  (.'oiigress  ui'  \e ic- Jersey,  animated 
with  etpial  alfeclion  to  the  common  cause  a(  America,  and 
ctjually  with  the  other  Colonies  desirous  to  promote  its 
general  interests  as  far  as  in  their  power,  are  sorry  to  find 
their  good  intentions  likely  to  be  restrained  by  one  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  of  the 
l'2th  inst.,  obligingly  communicated  to  us  by  their  President. 

We  cannot  but  observe,  that  if  the  nomination  of  the 
field-oflicers  in  the  Battalions  proposed  lo  be  raised  in  this 
Province  be  not  first  ascertained  to  be  in  this  Congress,  it 
will  much  impede  the  expeditious  raising  of  the  men;  and 
we  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  will  tend  much  lo  expedite 
this  service,  if  field-officers  are  first  of  all  appointed  ;  for  if 
they  are  such  as  are  generally  respected  in  the  Province, 
not  only  Captains  and  subalterns  of  reputation  will  offer 
their  service,  but  the  privates  will  enlist  more  cheerfully: 
indeed,  the  other  commissions  cannot  perliaps  be  properly 
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filled  up  wiiliout  inserling  in  what  Battalion  the  oiricers  are 
to  serve.  We  also  huinhiy  conceive,  that  as  other  Pro- 
vinces have  been  indulged  with  this  |invilcj:e,  we  cannot, 
in  justice  to  our  constituents,  nor  consistent  with  the  honour 
of  our  Province,  yive  up  this  claim. 

AVe  have  no  douht,  therefore,  the  honourable  Continen- 
tal Congress  will  reconsider  this  resolution,  and  determine 
that  this^Province  ought  neither  to  be  precluded  a  privilege 
in-anied  to  every  other  Province,  nor  restrained  in  their  en- 
deavours to  promote  the  general  interests  n(  America.  In 
such  case,  we  beg  leave  to  assure  them  this  Congress  will 
exert  all  its  inlluence  in  promoting  the  raising  the  proposed 
levies;  and  we  have  the  pleasure  to  add,  that  we  have  rea- 
son to  hope  they  will  be  attended  with  the  desired  success. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  yom-  most  obcilient  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Piovincial  Congress  o{  iXew-Jerscy  : 
Samuel  Tucker,  President. 
To  the  Members  of  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress. 


ni:\v-ji:iisi;y  coNiaiEss  to  continental  coN(iUESs. 

[Head  Octohcr  lli,  1775.] 
lii  rroviiiciiil  Congress,  Trenton,  Oclob.-r  11,  n7,-). 

Gentlemen:  This  Congress  finding  that,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  provide  a  sufficient  rinanliiy  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  such  other  articles  as  are  essentially  ne- 
cessary to  enforce  the  operations  of  the  present  glorious 
struggle  for  liberty,  a  very  considerable  fund  must  at  all 
events  be  immediately  raised  ;  and  as  this  Congress,  in  all 
causes  of  importance,  think  it  necessary  that  they  should 
have  some  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  I  am  directed  to  apply  to  your  Mouse,  and  to 
inquire  whether  it  is  consistent  witli  tiie  measures  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  have  adopted,  to  let  any  of  the  Provinces 
have  the  use  of  such  a  sum  of  the  Continental  currency  as 
may  be  sufficient  to  answer  their  |)articular  exigences,  upon 
the  faith  of  such  Province  ;  and  if  so,  what  sum  the  Con- 
tmental  Congress  can  spare,  and  upon  what  terms,  for  the 
use  of  ^'cw-Jersei/  at  this  time. 

Anxiously  desirous  of  rendering  every  possible  assistance 
to  the  common  cause,  this  Congress  have  it  before  them  to 
inake  provision  sufficient  to  enable  tliem  at  least  to  raise 
four  thousand  Minute-Men,  to  take  the  field  on  any  emer- 
gency. But  as  it  is  uncertain  what  provision  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  may  have  thought  proper  to  make  for  such 
Minute-Men,  if  called  into  actual  service,  I  am  likewise 
directed  to  apply  to  you  for  information  in  this  respect. 

This  Congress  beg  tlie  favour  of  an  answer  as  soon  as 
))ossible. 

I  am,  Gentli-'iiien,  yom-  most  obedient  humble  servant. 
By  order  of  Congress  : 

Sami;i:l  Ti.'ckeh,  President. 

NEW-VOHR    congress  TO   CONTINENTAL   CON(,REbS. 
[licid  October  li,  177.'").] 
Ill  Provinei.il  Congress,  New.York,  ().'t.,h,r  1.1,  177.-.. 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  letter  from  (iovernour  Trum- 
bull we  received  this  morning. 

In  our  application  to  the  Colony  of  Voiiiicclicut,  for  aid 
in  the  article  (joneral  Schuyler  requosicd  might  be  forward- 
ed to  him,  we  have  failed,  and  thought  proper  to  enclose  a 
copy  of  Governour  Trumbults  letter  to  the  Congress. 
We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servants. 

By  order:         N.xtiianikl  Woodiii-ll,  President. 
To  the  Hon.  Jo/ni  lliwcocl:,  K.q.,  Prrsi.leiit  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress. 


Sir:  1  have  this  moment  Kjccived  your  favom-  of  the 
()tli  ill-taut,  enclosing  an  extract  of  your  letter  fiom  General 
Scliuijhr,  who  requested  me  to  give  such  aid  in  the  neces- 
sary artiilo  you  mention  as  may  be  in  my  |)owci-.  Have 
just  received  General  Washington's  letter  of  the  .")iii  in-t., 
advising  that  a  small  fleet,  consisting  of  a  sixtv-lour  _;uii 
ship,  a  twenty,  two  sloops  of  eighteen  gims,  two  transports, 
and  about  six  liimdred  men,  with  two  mortars  and  four 
howitzers  on  hoard,  had  just  sailed  fiom  Iloslon,  from  which 
he  siispecl':  tiiey  intended  to  bombard  some  Town  on  the 
coast.      W'e  have   this  day  received,  by  report,  a  transient 


account  that  some  ships  were  cannonading  the  Town  of 
Bristol  on  the  last  Saturdiitf,  but  have  not  got  any  certain 
intelligence  of  the  matter.  We  are  in  expectation  they 
may  a|)|)ear  soon  on  our  coast ;  that,  under  the  present  situ- 
ation of  afTairs,  we  are  not  able  to  lend  any  aid  in  the 
necessary  article  you  mention,  having  made  so  many  dis- 
bursements of  that  article  already. 

I  am,  most  respectfully.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  Jonathan  TuuMBfLi.. 

To  the  Honourable  President  fl'oodhull. 


NEW-VOUK  CONGRESS  TO  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 
[Read  October  17,  1775] 
In  Piovincial  Congress,  New-York,  October  13,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  take 
the  sense  of  the  honourable  Congress,  and  to  give  us  their 
answer  by  return  of  the  post  or  first  other  good  conveyance, 
whether  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  ought  to  be  prevented 
from  exporting  provisions  or  other  articles  to  any  places 
whatsoever,  except  those  intended  for  the  General  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Congress. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  resjiect,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant.    By  order: 

Nathaniel  Wuodhull,  President. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq  ,  President  of  the 

Continental  Con;/ress. 


GOVERNOLR  TllYON   TO   THE    MAYOR   OF   NEW-YORK. 

New.York,  October  13.  1775. 

Sill :  From  undoubted  authority  from  the  City  of  Phila- 
dctpliia,  the  Continental  Congress  have  recommended  it  to 
the  i'rovincial  Congress  to  seize  or  take  up  the  officers  of 
iliis  Government,  and  particularly  myself,  by  name.  I  am 
therefore  to  desire  you  will  inform  the  Corporation  and 
citizens  of  this  City,  that  I  place  my  security  here  iu 
their  protection  ;  that  when  that  confidence  is  witiidrawn, 
by  any  seizure  of  my  person,  the  Commander  of  His 
Majesty's  ships  of  war  in  the  harbour  will  demand  that 
the  inhabitants  deliver  me  on  board  the  fleet ;  and  on 
refusal,  enforce  the  deiuand  with  their  whole  power. 
Therefore,  anxious  to  prevent,  if  possible,  so  great  a 
calamity  to  this  City,  as  well  as  inconvenience  to  myself, 
I  am  ready,  should  the  voice  of  the  citizens  be  unfavour- 
able to  my  staying  among  them,  immediately  to  embark  on 
board  the  Asia,  requesting  that  the  citizens  will  defeat 
every  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  hinder  my  removal, 
with  my  domesticks  and  cfFects,  should  that  be  their  wish, 
since  I  returned  to  this  Province  with  every  honourable 
intention  to  serve  them,  consistent  with  my  bounden  duty 
to  my  Sovereign.  I  am.  Sir,  your  veiy  obedient  servant, 
\Villia.m  Trvon. 
To  l\  hilehead  Hicks,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New- 
York. 


mayor  of  NEW-YORK  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRYON. 

New.York,  Octolier  11,  1775. 

Sir  :  Instantly  upon  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
conniiands,  signified  by  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  called 
the  Magistrates  and  Assistants  to  a  Common  Council,  upon 
its  important  contents.  Tiie  Members  of  the  Corporation 
unanimously  expressed  themselves,  upon  this  occasion,  in 
terms  of  the  strongest  affection  and  confidence  respecting 
their  Governour  ;  and  I  am  persuaded.  Sir,  that  their  fel- 
low-citizens (for  I  consulted  as  many  individuals  without 
doors  as  the  titiie  would  permit)  are  utterly  disinclined  to 
your  removal  from  the  capital  of  your  Province. 

The  City  Committee,  which  is  a  very  numerous  body  of 
reputable  inhabitants,  elected  at  a  Convention  of  the  whole 
Town,  before  your  last  arrival,  were  immediately  convened, 
upon  my  acipiainting  the  C^hairman  with  your  Excellen- 
cy's letter,  and  in  a  very  little  time  I  had  their  sentiments 
ill  writing,  under  the  signature  of  their  Chairman,  which  I 
now  roniiiinnirnte,  as  a  confirmation  of  wdiat  it  gives  me 
the  ^^l■;lt(■^l  pleasure  to  declare,  that  the  citizens,  confiding 
in  your  Irieiidsliip  to  a  Colony  which  you  have  governed 
with  so  much  reputation,  earnestly  desire  you  will  still  con- 
tinue your  residence  among  us  ;  and,  fi-om  the  declarations 
and  temper  of  the  people  at  large,  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  of  your  enjoying  the  most  ample  protection. 
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I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  with  tlie  highest  esteem  and 
respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

Whitehead  Hicks. 
His  Excellency  JVilliam  Tryon,  Esq. 

NEW-YORK    COiMMITTEK   TO   WHITEHEAD    HICKS. 

Committee  Chamber,  New.York,  October  13,  1775. 

SiH  :  The  Committee  have  taken  into  consideration 
tlie  letter  your  Worship  received  from  his  Excellency 
Governour  Tryon,  of  this  date.  From  unquestionable 
authority,  they  are  assured  that  the  Provincial  Congress 
have  received  no  order  or  recommendation  to  seize  his 
Excellency's  person,  or  tlie  persons  of  any  of  the  other 
officers  of  this  Government. 

It  is  with  pleasure.  Sir,  we  can  assure  you,  as  fir  as  we 
can  judge,  that  his  Excellency's  conduct  has  given  general 
satisfaction  to  our  fellow-citizens  ;  and,  confiding  in  his 
fiiendly  disposition  towards  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony, 
it  is  our  earnest  wish  that  he  will  continue  lo  reside 
among  us. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  Worship's  t)ljedieiit  and 
very  liumble  servant. 

By  order  of  the  General  Committee  : 

Henry  Rumsen,  Deputy  Chairman. 
IVlutchiiad  lUcJcs,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New-  York. 

GOVEUNOUR  TUYON   TO   WHITEHEAD    HIIKS. 

New-York,  Octoli  r  11,  177,'), 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  in  answer  to  my  appli- 
cation to  the  Corporation  and  citizens,  of  yesterday,  to  ob- 
tain their  assurances,  either  of  protection  while  among  them, 
or  security  to  remove  on  board  the  King's  ship.  But  as 
they  have  not  authorized  you  to  pledge  to  me  their  assu- 
rances of  security  in  either  case,  my  thity  in  this  liour  of 
alarm  will  not  justify  me  to  my  Sovereign  in  staying  longer 
on  shore,  without  positive  declarations  of  their  lull  proiec- 
lioii,  under  every  circumstance. 

I  beg  you  will  present  my  best  thanks  to  the  Corpora- 
tion and  citizens,  for  their  attectionate  and  friendly  wishes 
towards  me. 

1  am.  Sir,  }our  most  obedient  servant, 

WiLLiAivi  Tryon. 
Ji'hilc/icad  lUrks,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  City  o(  yciv-York. 


MAYOR  OF   NEW-YORK   TO   GOVERNOUR  TRYON. 

New-York,  October  18,  177.">. 

Sir  :  When  your  Excellency's  letter  of  Saturday  came 
to  hand,  the  day  was  so  far  spent  that  I  had  no  prospect  of 
an  o[)portunity  to  take  the  sense  of  the  citizens  upon  it  till 
Monday,  and  then,  unfortunately,  tlie  Chairman  and  De- 
puty Chairman  of  the  Committee  I  mentioned  in  my  last 
letter,  and  many  of  the  members,  were  out  of  Town. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  they  met  and  deliberated  upon  it, 
and  had  a  second  convention  for  that  purpose  in  the  even- 
ing ;  and  the  result  of  their  counsels  appears  in  the  written 
answer  they  sent  me,  and  which  I  now  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  to  your  Excellency. 

Permit  me  to  add,  Sir,  that  the  fiiendly  and  respectful 
terms  in  which  people  of  all  ranks  express  themselves  con- 
cerning your  Excellency  on  this  occasion,  and  their  anxiety 
at  the  thought  of  your  retiring  from  the  Capital,  are  very 
satisfactory  to  the  Corporation,  and  in  paiticular  to  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

Whitehead  Hi.  ks. 
To  His  Excellency  William  Tryon,  Esq. 


NEW-YORK   COMMITTEE  TO  WHITEHEAD    HICKS. 

Committee  Cliamber,  Ootolier  17,  177.'i. 

Sir  :  His  Excellency  Governour  Tryon's  second  letter 
to  your  Worship,  of  the  14th  instant,  has  been  laid  before 
the  Committee.  We  flattered  ourselves  that  the  sentiments 
of  respect  expressed  in  answer  to  his  Excellency's  first 
letter  to  your  Worship,  and  the  assurances  that  his  informa- 
tion iVom  I'hiladclphia  was  ill-grounded,  would  have  re- 
moved every  suspicion  of  injury  intended  to  his  person  or 
properly. 

We  can,  with  great  truth,  assure  Iiis  Excellency  that  we 


are  not  apprehensive  of  the  least  danger  to  his  person  or 
property  ;  and  that  he  may  rest  assured  of  all  that  protec- 
tion from  us  and  our  fellow-citizens,  which  will  be  consist- 
ent with  the  great  principle  of  our  safely  and  preservation  ; 
declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  we  have  the  utmost  con- 
fidence in  his  Excellency's  disposition  to  serve  the  true  in- 
terest of  this  Colony,  and  that  he  will,  by  his  wise  and 
prudent  mediation,  use  his  best  offices  to  restore  that  har- 
mony between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  so  ardently 
wished  for  by  us.  The  Committee,  therefore,  cannot  but 
again  express  their  most  earnest  desire  that  his  Excellency 
would  continue  his  residence  among  a  people  who  have 
the  most  grateful  sense  of  liis  upright  and  disinterested  ad- 
ministration. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  your  \Vorship.  that 
the  above  letter  was  unanimously  approved  of  in  a  fidl 
Coniniittce,  and  are,  Sir,  yoiu-  \ery  hunilile  servant. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  ; 

Isaac    Low,  Chairman. 
The  Wurshipful  IVhitchcad  flick,,  Esq. 

GOVEHNOLK  TKYON  TO  THE  MAYOK  OF  NEW-YORK. 

<>;i  lioaril  tlin  n.ilil'.ix  I'.ieket,  October  HI,  177.'i. 

Sir:  Finding  your  letter  of  yesterda)'  insufficient  for 
that  security  I  reipiested  from  the  Corporation  and  citizens, 
and  objectionable  for  the  mode  in  which  you  obtained  the 
sense  of  the  inhabitants,  my  duly  directed  me,  for  the  pre- 
sent instant,  to  remove  on  board  this  ship,  where  I  shall  bo 
ready  to  do  such  business  of  the  Country  as  the  situation 
of  the  times  will  permit. 

The  citizens,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province, 
may  be  assured  of  my  inclination  to  embrace  every  means 
in  my  power  to  restore  the  peace,  good  order,  and  autho- 
rity of  Government. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WiEEi\vi  Tkvon-. 


Ilhilthaid  Hicks,  Esq.,  Mayor  of 


of  A' 


Yock. 


GENERAL   SCHUYLER  TO  GOVERNOUR    •JRl  MBULL. 

TiCoiul:roga,  Octob-r  13.  1775. 

Sir  :  Since  writing  you  yesterday.  Colonel  Ilinman  has 
sliown  me  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  your  Honour,  i  perceive 
the  Colonel  says  he  only  believes  it  w^as  General  Mont- 
gomery whom  he  informed  of  his  willingness  to  muster.  I 
iiiu't  set  this  matler  right. 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  13th  o( August,  General  Mont- 
gomery and  the  Muster-Master  arrived  here.  My  convc-- 
sation  with  Colonel  Hin man  was  on  Tuesday,  the  loth. 
That  very  evening  1  received  an  express  from  Cromt 
Point.  Early  next  morning  I  went  there  ;  returned  after 
sunset.  At  daybreak  next  day  set  out  for  Albany;  re- 
turned on  tlie  30tli  ;  and  I  am  as  confident  as  I  exist,  that 
Colonel  Ilinman  never  spoke  a  word  to  me  on  the  subjec:. 
until  since  my  last  return  to  this  place. 

The  Colonel  says,  the  sick  have,  at  most,  only  six  day^' 
provisions.  I  assure  you  they  have  what  they  like.  Those 
that  go  by  Fort  Cleorge  have  only  four  da3's',  where  they 
can  get  more.  That  they  have  not  the  least  help  by  wa- 
gons, is  not  my  fault,  as  the  enclosed  copy  of  my  order  will 
evince.     But  I  believe  the  Colonel  is  misinformed. 

The  Colonel  is  mistaken,  that  he  knows  nothing  about 
the  men  who  were  furloughed.  I  can  take  my  oath  that  I 
never  gave  a  furlough  to  one  man,  without  the  Colonel's 
request,  or  Doctor's  certificate  ;  and  I  have  many  of  the 
scraps  of  paper  now  lying  by  me,  requesting  furloughs  by 
the  Colonel  himself. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

I'llllir    Sc  HUYLEP.. 

To  Governour  Trutnl'iiU. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON    TO    JOHN    AUGUSTINE    WASHINGTON. 
C.mp  at  Cambi^JiTe,  October  13,  177.5. 

Dear  Brother  :  Your  favour  of  the  12lli  ultimo  came 
to  hand  a  few  days  ago.  By  it  I  gladly  learned  that  your 
family  were  recovered  of  the  two  complaints  which  had 
seized  many  of  them,  and  confined  my  sister.  I  am  very 
<;lad  to  hear,  also,  that  the  Convention  had  come  to  resolu- 
tions for  arming  the   jieople,  and  preparing  vigorou5ly  for 
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llie  defence  of  tlie  Colony,  uliicli,  by  tln-^  laicst  accounts 
from  England,  will  prove  a  salutary  measure.  1  am  also 
pleased  to  find  thai  the  manufacture  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion has  been  attended  to  with  so  much  care.  A  plenty  of 
these,  and  unanimity  and  fortitude  amonj;  ourselves,  must 
defeat  every  attempt  that  the  Ministry  can  invent  to  en- 
slave this  great  Continent.  In  the  nianufacluring  of  arms 
for  publick  use,  great  care  should  be  taken  to  make  the 
bores  of  the  same  size,  that  the  same  balls  may  answer  ; 
otherwise,  great  disadvantages  may  arise  from  a  mixture  of 
cartridges. 

The  enemy,  by  their  not  coming  out,  arc,  I  suppose, 
afraid  of  us,  whilst  their  situation  renders  any  attempts  of 
ours  upon  them  in  a  manner  impracticable.  Nothing  new 
has  liap[)ened  since  my  last  worth  communicating.  Since 
finishing  our  own  lines  of  defence,  we,  as  well  as  tiie  (.-ne- 
my,  have  been  busily  employed  in  putting  our  men  under 
pro|)er  cover  for  the  winter.  Our  advanced  works  ami 
theirs  are  within  musket-shot  of  each  other.  We  are 
obliged  to  submit  to  an  almost  daily  cannonade,  without 
returning  a  shot,  from  our  scarcity  of  powder,  which  we 
are  necessitated  to  keep  for  closer  work  than  cannon  dis- 
tance, whenever  the  red  coat  gentry  jjlcase  to  step  out  of 
their  intrenchments.  Seeing  no  i^rospcct  of  this,  I  sent  a 
detachment,  about  a  month  ago,  into  Canada,  by  the  way 
of  Kcnnclicck  River,  under  the  command  of  a  Colonel  Ar- 
nold. This  detachment  consisted  of  one  thousand  men, 
and  was  ordered  to  take  possession  of  (^uebcclc,  if  possible  ; 
but,  at  any  rate,  to  make  a  diversion  in  fa\our  of  General 
Schiujhr,  who,  by  this  time,  is  in  possession,  I  trust,  of 
Montreal  and  St.  .John's,  as  I  am  not  altogether  without 
hopes  that  Colonel  Arnold  may  be  of  the  Capital.  Finding 
that  we  were  in  no  danger  of  a  visit  from  our  neighbours,  1 
have  fitted  out  and  am  fitting  out  several  privateers,  with 
soldiers,  who  have  been  bred  to  the  sea  ;  and  1  iiave  no 
doubt  of  making  ca|)tnres  of  several  of  their  transports, 
some  of  which  have  already  fallen  into  our  hand';,  laden 
with  provisions. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  advice  to  my  wife,  and  for 
your  intention  of  visiting  her.  Seeing  no  great  piospect 
of  returning  to  my  family  and  friends  this  winter,  1  have 
sent  an  invitation  to  Mrs.  Wasliingion  to  come  to  me,  al- 
though I  fear  the  season  is  too  far  advanced  to  admit  this, 
with  any  tolerable  degree  of  convenience,  especially  if  she 
should,  when  my  letters  get  home,  be  in  Neiv-Kent,  as  1 
believe  the  case  will  be.  I  have  laid  before  her  a  state  of 
the  di/iicultles,  however,  whicii  must  attend  the  journey, 
and  left  it  to  her  own  choice. 

My  love  to  my  sister  and  the  little  ones  is  sincerely  ten- 
dered, and  1  am,  with  true  regard,  your  most  affectionate 
brother,  Gkoiu.k  Washington. 

To  John  Augustine  frashini::t.'n. 


has  been  standing  N.  N.  E. ;  so  that  we  presume  it  is  des- 
tined against  some  Town  of  tiiis  Province,  or  ycw-Ilamp- 
shire,  or  possibly  gone  to  QiieOcck. 

Our  last  advices  were  very  favourable  from  Col.  Arnold. 
By  the  ^Oth  instant  we  expect  he  will  be  at  Qucbcck.  A 
gentleman  of  character,  from  Canada,  assures  me  he  will 
meet  with  no  opposition  there. 

I  am  sorry  other  avocations  will  deprive  me  of  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  you  in  camp  at  the  projiosed  conference.  1 
hope,  upon  some  other  occasion,  you  will  do  us  the  favour 
of  a  visit.  I  shall  be  liajjpy  in  every  o|)portunity  to  mani- 
fest my  respect  and  regard  for  the  Government  of  Con- 
necticut. 

No  occmrence  of  any  conse(juence  in  either  camp  since 
my  last.  In  my  last  letter  from  the  Congress,  it  is  men- 
tioned that  the  armed  vessels  of  Connecticut  will  be  sent  on 
a  special  service,  with  which  you  are  act]uainted.  In  your 
next  yon  will  please  to  inform  me  whether  they  may  be 
expected  to  proceed  in  that  enterprise.  Two  will  proceed 
from  hence  with  all  expedition.  Governour  Cooke  informs 
me  he  can  give  us  no  assistance  in  it. 

I  am,  with  much  res|)ect  and  esteem,  your  Honour's 
most  obedient   himdjlc  servant, 

Gkijiige  Washington. 
To  Governour  Trumbull,  Coniucticut. 


CttLONKL   JOSUMI   KEED  TO   CAPT.    EPHRAIM  BOW  EN,  JUN. 
Hcad-yuurtcrs,  October  13,  177.-). 

Siu  :  His  Excellency  having  determined  to  equip  an 
armed  vessel  out  of  Plymouth,  has  em|)owered  you  to  ne- 
gotiate this  business,  in  which  3  on  are  to  observe  the  fol- 
lowing directions  : 

1st.  You  are  to  inquire  for  Captain  Daniel  Adams,  who 
went  down  a  few  days  ago  to  set  the  carpenters  at  work 
upon  his  schooner.  You  are  to  inquire  in  Pli/mouth  what 
character  she  has  as  a  sailer  ;  if  not  a  good  one,  take  up 
one  instead  of  her,  which  can  be  well  recommended.  If 
she  is  a  stranger  in  the  port,  and  nothing  said  against  her, 
proceed  in  fitting  her  out. 

2d.  Apply  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  to  nomi- 
nate proper  persons  to  appraise  the  vessel;  the  appraise- 
ment, when  made,  to  be  sent  to  Head-Quarters. 

3d.  The  hire  of  the  vessel  to  be  agreed  for  with  the 
owner,  at  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  shillings  sterling  per 
month  per  ton  ;  the  owner  to  fit  her  up  with  sails  suitable 
for  the  service,  ))articularly  topsails. 

'1th.  You  are  to  endeavour  to  get  guns,  both  carriai^e 
and  swivel,  at  Plymouth,  upon  loan,  if  possible  ;  their 
value  to  be  paid  ;  if  left  in  the  service,  the  General  to  ])ay 
for  them. 

5th.  You  are,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  send  down  formers, 
and  proper  directions  for  making  cartridges  suitable  for  ihi' 


Sir:  I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  lOlh,  and  am 
sorry  it  so  happened,  that  the  proposed  scheme  of  inter- 
cepting the  enemy's  ordnance  stores  cannot  have  your 
assistance.  The  experience  your  officers  and  men  liave 
had,  by  an  earlier  attention  to  sea  service,  woulil  have 
made  them  very  acceptable  on  the  proposed  enterprise. 

The  fleet  which  sailed  out  of  Boston  a  few  days  ago, 
and  of  which  1  apprized  you  on  the  (Jih  instant,  has  been 
seen  standing  N.  N.  E.,  from  which  we  suppose  they  are 
destined  against  some  Town  of  this  Province,  or  iVtir- 
llampshire,  or  possibly  to  (■^nchcck. 

We  have  had  no  occurrence  of  any  consequence  in  the 
camp  since  1  had  the  pleasure  of  wriiing  you  last.  1  find 
the  Delegates  did  not  expect  to  leave  Pliiladcljihiu  till  the 
(ith  instant,  so  that  their  arrival  here  will  be  later  than  at 
(irst  iiropiisi  d.  1  expict  ilic  pleasure  of  seeing  you  short- 
ly, and  am,  willi  mncli  rrgaid  and  esteem,  yours,  Sec, 

CiEOHGE    \VasIIINGTON. 

To  Guveinour  Cooke,  Pihod,.hla,id. 


;k\i.  wasiiin<,ton  to  goveknoiu  trumbi  ll. 

C.irap  at  Cambridge,  October  13,  177j. 
^  our  lavour  ol   the  9tli  instant  has  been  duly  re- 
The  tleet  mentioned   in    mine   of  the  6th   instant 


(lib.  Go  by  iVatertoicn,  and  apjily  to  Colonel  If'arren 
to  nominati;  a  proper  person  as  agent  to  procure  provisions 
for  one  month  for  fifty  men,  and  to  manage  such  prizes  as 
may  be  sent  in,  instructing  him  to  give  as  early  information 
as  possible  of  all  captures,  and  a  list  of  the  cargo,  as  far  as 
he  can  do  it  from  papers.  This  person,  when  fixed  upon 
by  you,  to  receive  further  instructions  from  Head-Quarters, 
and  to  receive  the  same  commission  as  other  agents  at  Sa- 
lem and  Marbkhead,  for  the  like  service.  If  Col.  Warren 
is  not  at  //  atertuu-n,  you  must  take  the  advice  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  this  business.  He  is  to  be  a  person  of  approved 
good  character  and  known  substance.  All  agreements 
you  make  to  be  put  in  writing. 

7th.  All  agreements  made  by  you,  in  this  service,  the 
General  will  ratify  and  confirm.  Vou  are  to  let  us  know, 
by  the  first  good  opportunity,  what  prospects  you  have  of 
getting  the  vessel  ready,  and  what  guns  you  can  get. 

Htli.  Keep  a  journal*  of  your  ])rocce(lings,  and  an  account 
of  all  your  expenses,  to  be  rendered  on  your  return. 

I  am.  Sir,  yours,  &.C.,  Joskimi  Reed,  Secretary. 

To  Captain   kp/iraim  Bourn,  .Inn. 

Ailiinix,   who  promised  to  liave  liis  vessel  down  to  I'li/moutk  at  live 
o'clock. 

li;.— Wuilcd  on  William  Walson,  Esq,  one  of  tlic  Conunilteo,  willi 
till'  letter,  who  engages  to  supply  tlie  provisions,  and  take  ciiarge  of  any 
pn/.'s  that  niav  hL^  sent  in  here.  Waited  on  the  Coininiltee  witii  tiie 
leltri  fruiii  Ueiid-Uuarters,  who  engaged  to  give  tlieir  assistance.    Ex- 
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COLONEL   JOSEPH    KEED  TO   THE   COMMITTEE   OF  PLYMOUTH. 
Cainp  at  Cambridge,  October  13,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  bearer,  Captain  Bowen,  is  despatcii- 
ed  by  his  Excellency  General  fVashington  to  superintend 
the  equipping  an  armed  vessel  to  intercept  the  enemy's 
supplies.  As  he  is  somewhat  of  a  stranger,  the  General 
begs  your  kind  assistance  to  him  in  this  business;  particu- 
larly in  procuring  guns  suitable  for  the  vessel.  We  make 
no  apol(5gy  for  the  trouble  we  may  give  you,  as  your  spirit 
and  zeal  in  the  publick  cause  make  it  unnecessary. 

I  am,  by  his  Excellency's  order,  Gentlemen,  your  very 
humble  servant,  Joseph  Reei). 

To  the  Counnittee  o^  Plymouth. 


COLONEL  ARNOLD  TO  GENERAL  WASHINOTON. 

Sncond  Torlago  from  Koimebeck  to  tlio  Doad  River,  ) 
October  13,  1775.      \ 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  A  person  going 
down  the  river  presents  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  of 
writing  to  your  Excellency  since  1  left  Fort  JVcstcm; 
since  which  we  have  bad  a  very  fatiguing  time  ;  the  men 
in  general  not  understanding  batteaus,  have  been  obliged 
to  wade  and  haul  them  more  tlian  halfway  up  the  liver. 
The  last  division  is  just  anived;  three  divisions  are  over 
the  first  carrying  place,  and,  as  the  men  are  in  high  spirits, 
I  make  no  doubt  of  reaching  the  River  Chaudierc  in  eight  or 
ten  days;  the  greatest  difficulty  being,  1  hope,  already  past. 

We  have  now  with  us  about  twenty-five  days'  provisions 
for  the  whole  detachment,  consisting  of  about  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  efl'ective  men.  I  intend  making  an  exact  return, 
but  must  defer  it  till  1  come  to  Chaudierc. 

I  have  ordered  the  Commissary  to  hire  people  acquaint- 
ed with  the  river,  and  forward  on  the  provisions  left  behind 
(about  one  hundred  barrels)  to  the  great  carrying  place, 
to  secure  our  retreat.  The  expense  will  be  consideralile, 
but  when  set  in  competition  witli  the  lives  or  liberties  of  so 
many  brave  men,  I  tiiink  it  trifiing;  and  if  we  succeed,  the 
provisions  will  not  be  lost. 

I  have  had  no  intelligence  from  General  Schuyler  or 
Canada,  and  expect  none  till  I  reach  Chaudierc  Pond, 
where  I  expect  a  return  of  my  express,  and  to  determine 
my  plan  of  operations:  which,  as  it  is  to  be  governed  by 
circumstances,  i  can  say  no  more  than,  if  we  are  obliged  to 
r>.'turn,  I  believe  we  shall  have  a  suflniciency  of  provisions 
to  reich  this  place,  where  the  supply  1  oidered  the  Com- 
missary to  send   forward  will  enable  us  to  return  on  our 

ainirL-J  I'la  guns  liere,  and  fiiu!  lour  of  about  tlirco  or  tlirco  and  a  quar- 
t  -r  inches  calibar,  seven- swivi.-ls,  and  one  wall  piece.  Captain  Aihiiii-! 
h-XU  me  that  llie  hire  of  his  vessel  is  to  bo  tlie  same  as  those  at  Sulim, 
&c. 

17. — Wrote  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  concerning  the 
guns,  vessel,  &c. 

18.— Waiting  for  tli"  General's  answer.  Attended  the  schooner 
most  of  tlie  .1  IV.      i;       iv  il  the  General's  answer,  with  Mr.  Watson's 


iglit. 


id  sponges,  &c.,  for  the  guns.  Went  to 
I.  look  for  a  vessel,  but  found  none  suitable, 
isks,  and  got  them  filled.  Rained  all  day. 
rn  of  tlie  express  from  Head-Quarters,  who 


'      '  i'lit  all  the  provisions  and  stores  aboard  the  Sciiooner 

''"'■I'      "-  1  ''"    i- ii])enters  at  the  work  on  the  brig;  also  the  riggers. 

■Jl.— Waiting   i;,,-   (■,,,!,,,    r,,,/    1,11   ;;,;„   ,,-rlock,  P.  M.,  who  not 

being  arrived,  and   i.         ,  ■  ,  :,i,d  for  for  the  brig,  set 

out  for  Uristni;   u.it  i    ,  ,  ,  -  ,,       .      ,    ,  , 

x;5.— Set   ui.l.'inul    ,    .     ,  ,'   ;;,     ;,,;  i,^   i,,-. '..•rlock.     Waited  on  tlie 
<"■ II' r,  ■-,  !'o  i.ili     :     ;  ,.       iMii'grd  to  Captain  Po»er,  and  that 

>  I  /"   "         .D^ind  ten  four-pounders  and  ten 


,!   //.. 


.nd  so  to   I'ructdcnre, 
i;iins,  which  he  declined. 


/,-;(,<  tiril  I  could  11. . I   !:-,      I  ,    n.        " 

(iovernour;   on  wlii.-l,   1   r-i-.    , 

lifter  making  Captain  Poll': 

Arrived  at  /'rorft/fncc  betuv,  I,  ,     ,      ,,:.      v  i,i  the  evening. 

•27.— The  Lieutenant-Goveiu.,:;!  .,ui  ,,1  Tj.vn,  at  the  Assembly;  ex- 
pected homo  to  dine,  but  did  not  come  till  four  o'clock,  A.  M.  Waited 
on  linii,  and  told  him  my  business.  He  said  he  would  acquaint  the 
Coiiiiinltee  tint  evening,  who  hu  ordered  to  meet,  and  would  give  me 
an  answer  in  the  morning. 

2S. — Waited  on  the  Lieutenant-Governour,  and  got  an  order  for  ten 
carriage-guns  ;  he  s.iid  all  the  swivels  would  be  wanted  for  the  galleys, 
so  could  not  spare  any  of  them.     Left  Providence  at  two  o'clock  ;  dc- 


way  home  so  far  that  your  Excellency  will  be  able  to  re- 
lieve ns.  If  we  proceed  on,  wo  shall  luue  a  sufficient 
stock  to  reach  the  French  inhabilauts,  (where  we  can  bo 
supplied,)  if  not  (^ucljcck. 

Your  Excellency  may  possibly  think  we  have  been  tardy 
in  our  march,  as  we  have  gained  too  little;  but  wdien  you 
consider  the  badness  and  weight  of  the  batteaus,  and  lai'ge 
quantity  of  provisions,  Sic,  we  have  been  obliged  to  force 
up  against  a  very  rapid  streain,  where  you  would  have 
taken  the  men  for  amphibious  animals,  as  they  were  a  great 
part  of  the  time  under  water,  add  to  this  the  great  fatigue 
in  portage,  you  will  think  I  have  pushed  the  men  as  fast 
as  they  could  [)ossibly  bear.  The  officers,  volunteers,  and 
privatecis  in  general,  have  acted  with  the  greatest  spirit 
and  industry. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  Uknedilt  Arnold. 

His  Excellency  General  Il'dshini^loit. 


A  .Jourmil  of  an  iiitcndcil  Tour  from  Camhridoe  to  QiE- 
liECK,  via  Kennereck,  uith  a  detachment  of  two  licgi- 
mcntii  of  Musketeers  and  three  Compa7ues  of  Rifers, 
consisting  of  about  eleven  hundred  effective  men,  com- 
manded by  Benedict  Arnold. 

Having  received  orders  from  his  Excellency  General 
JVashington  to  march  with  the  above  detachment,  I  set 
out  on  Friday  morning,  the  15th  of  September,  from  Cam- 
bridge; dined  at  Salem,  where  I  procured  two  hundred 
jiounds  of  ginger,  and  engaged  a  teamster  to  trans))ort  that 
and  two  hundred  and  seventy  blankets,  received  born  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  by  order  of  Major  Mifflin,  Quarter- 
master-General, to  Newburyport,  where  I  arrived  at  ten 
o'clock  the  same  evening. 

Saturday,  16. — This  evening  the  whole  detachment 
arrived  ;  despatched  three  boats  to  Kinnebeck,  Isle-oJ- 
Shoals,  and  along  shore,  to  look  out  for  men  of  war  and 
cruisers,  with  orders  to  give  us  the  earliest  intelligence,  if 
they  discovered  any  on  the  coast ;  and  procured  a  quan- 
tity of  small  stores,  &c.      N.  B.  Contrary  winds. 

Sunday,  17. — Head  winds  and  thick  weather;  made  pre- 
paration to  embark. 

Monday,  IH. — The  whole  detachment  embarkcfl  ;  one 
of  the  boats  just  returned,  and  informs  us  the  coast  is  quite 
clear. 

Tuesday,  19. — Weighed  anchor  at  seven  o'clock,  A.  M.. 
and  at  noon  all  the  transports,  being  eleven  in  number,  got 


.     -,  I,    1-..  :..•  .  ..:  -Inllars. 

'    '  ■■  <'■   \.,  ;    ,.    -  ,,,       "-A  Captain  Pollri, 
-1   '  "i    i,\.i  aiiiuiiiil  aiiu  twenty  Pounds  for 

I'M,  ,,|W  some   tune.     N.  B.  I  should 

i       iiLl  have  got  swivels  in  tliisCoIony. 
I    .    .■,..,  on  board  tlie  boat,  to  carry  to 
A.  i\l.,  uiH.  all  the  guns,  &c.,  aboard,  and  took 


apt,  wl 


set  off  at 


o'clock  this 


mg. 


Set  out  for  Taunton. 

ntl.—Aniveu  at  Taunton  before  noon.  Boat  not  arrived  with  the 
i;iiii^,  \.    Ill'  li,  i,M^  ahead;  head  wind  all  day. 

;;1  I         ,1'if  down  the  river  to  bring  up  the  boat,  who  found  a 

jii!,  •     I,  '    .  ii   11  he  got  to  Swanzey.     The  vessel  arrived  with  the 

fiiiii  iliiiiii  I'll  ii'eloek,  P.M.  Procured  teams;  saw  them  loaded, 
and  set  otf  for  Phjmouth. 

November  1. — Arrived  at  Plymouth  about  ten  o'clock,  and  the  can. 
non  about  two.     Found  CuiVs  vessel  agrotmd. 

'J. — Sit  the  carpenters  to  repair  the  carriages,  &c.  Captain  CuiV'.s- 
vr~     1  -111    ill,  lilt    detained  by  the  weather.     Sent  formers  for  Martin. 


water  hogsheads  for  Ma 
, round  again. 
t's  vessel  sailed  last  evening 


dale. 


be  ( 


■>!?■ 


Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi. 


-Captain  Coit  returns  with  two  prizes,  viz  ;  a  sloop  and  schooner ; 
trot  a  mast.     Mnrlindale's  hrigautine  graved  this  day. 
'  7.-Ballastr,l  the  Waslunrjion.     Rained  all  day. 

8,  9. — 1!  nil.      Xi.tliiir,'  tu  be  done. 

1),  1-2. — Cap'iili  IS  ,it  work  on  the  platform.     The  crew  arrived. 

13.  .V«H(/(/v.— Nothing  done  ;  could  get  no  carpeutors  to  work.  Coil 
sailed  this  day  for  the  Cujic  Cod:  where,  we  are  informed,  is  a  ship  at 
anchor. 

14.— Got  the  guns  on  board,  &e. 

15.— Rained  all  day. 

1  (i.— Struck  the  water. 

17.— Provisions  all  on  board,  and  brig  ready  to  sail. 

18. — Set  out  for  Cambridge. 
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safe  out  of  llie  harbour,  except  ilic  Scliooiier  Su-alloiv, 
which  run  on  the  rocks,  and  could  not  be  got  oft' this  tide; 
took  all  the  men  from  on  board  her,  excej):  twelve,  inclu- 
ding Captain  Scott,  whom  I  ordered  to  follow  us,  as  fast  as 
possible.  As  soon  as  our  fleet  passed  the  bar,  ordered  the 
Captain  of  each  vessel  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the 
following  signals,  which  are  to  be  hoisted  on  board  the 
Schooner  Broudbay,  Captain  JaiuLs  Vlarkson,  who  is  to 
lead  the  van : 

1.  Signal  for  speaking  with  the  whole  fleet:  ensign  at 
main-topmast  head. 

■2.  Signal  for  chasing  a  sail:  ensign  at  fjre-topmast  head. 

',i.  Signal  for  heaving  to:  lantern  at  mast  head,  and  two 
guns,  if  head  on  shore;  and  three  guns,  if  ofi"  shore. 

4.  Signal  for  making  sail  in  the  niglit :  lantern  at  mast 
liead,  and  four  guns.  In  the  day,  for  making  sail,  jack  at 
fore-topmast  head. 

5.  Signal  for  dispersing,  and  every  vessel  making  the 
nearest  harbour:  ensign  at  main  peak. 

(5.  Signal  for  boarding  any  vessel  :  jack  at  main-topmast 
head,  and  the  whole  fleet  to  draw  up  in  a  line,  as  near  as 
possible.      N.  B.  No  guns  to  be  hrcd  without  orders. 

This  being  done,  bore  away  for  Kcnncbcck,  wind  W.  S. 
W.;  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  brought  to  and  spoke 
with  two  fishing  schooners,  who  could  give  us  no  intelli- 
gence; the  weather  came  on  thick  and  foggy;  continued  a 
N.  N.  E.  course  till  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  when  we  hove 
to,  with  head  offshore,  oft'  Wood  Island ,  and  at  two  o'clock 
made  the  signal  for  heaving  to,  with  head  on  shore. 

JVedncsdai/,  20. — .Made  sail  again  early  in  the  morning; 
weather  still  continues  very  thick  and  foggy,  attended  with 
rain,  and  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  IVI.,  arrived  safe  in  the  mouth 
of  Aroirsick,  with  all  our  fleet,  except  three,  without  the 
least  molestation  from  the  enemy;  anchored  about  six  hours 
at  Eels  Eddy;  sent  on  shore  for  some  refreshment,  as 
many  of  the  people  were  extremely  sea  sick  on  the  pas- 
sage ;  weighed  anchor,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  as  far 
as  Georgetown,  where  we  lay  all  night,  when  one  of  our 
fleet,  viz  :   Captain   .   .   .  .   ,  overtook  us. 

Thursday,  21. — Weighed  anchor  at  five,  A.  I\I.;  after 
sailing  a  few  miles,  discovered  the  other  two  of  our  fleet 
coming  through  Shcepscut  Creek,  they  having  run  past  the 
mouth  of  Aroxvsick  the  day  before;  left  the  transports  in 
the  river,  wind  and  tide  unfavourable,  and  ])roceeded  as 
far  as  Gordinerstou-n. 

Friday,  22. — This  morning  ani\ed  thrue  of  the  trans- 
ports ;  were  employed  the  whole  day  in  forwarding  the 
men,  provisions,  batteaus,  k.c.,  to  Fort  Western;  engaijed 
two  caulkers,  some  guides,  and  assistants;  at  four,  P.  M., 
arrived  the  Schooner  Swallow,  which  run  on  the  rocks  oft' 
Neielntry;  she  brings  intelligence  that  \he  I]oitghton,Ca\')- 
tain  Somershy,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  and  the 
Eagle,  Captain  Mahy,  with  eighty-four  men,  were  aground 
fifteen  miles  down  the  river;  engaged  the  Siealloie,  and  a 
number  of  men,  to  go  to  their  relief. 

Saturday,  23. — Embarked  the  men,  and  sent  them  nn 
to  Fort  ^rti'^cni,  with  their  batteaus  laden  with  provisions; 
all  the  vessels  weighed  anchor,  and  stood  up  the  river,  and 
anchored  above  five  miles  short  of  i''()/-r  Western,  the  water 
not  pcrmilling  them  to  go  u\)  higher;  at  six,  P.  M.,  arrived 
at  Howard's,  at  Fort  Western. 

Sunday,  21. — Despatched  I/icutenant  Steel,  with  six 
men,  in  two  birch  canoes,  to  Chaudicre  Fond,  to  recon- 
noitre, and  get  all  the  intelligence  he  possibly  can  from 
the  Indians,  who,  1  am  lnformi;fl,  are  hunting  there;  and 
also  liienienant  Church  and  seven  men,  with  a  surveyor 
and  pilot,  to  take  the  exact  courses  and  disiances  to  the 
Uend  River. 

jl/.>H(/<;y,  2.3.— Despatched  iho  tlirer  ( ■(„„paines  of  Ri- 
flcrs,  with  forty-five  days'  pi'ovisioii-,  under  command  of 
Captain  Morgan,  as  an  advanced  party,  with  orders  to 
proceed  to  the  great  carrying  place,  and  to  cut  a  road  over 
to  the  Dead  River;  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  IJeulen- 
ant  Gray  arrived,  with  a  number  of  manifestoes  and  a  letter 
from  Colonel  Reel. 

Tuesday,  2(5. — The  second  division,  consisting  of  three 
Companies,  viz:  Hubbard's,  Topliani's,  and  Thayer's, 
mider  command  of  Colonel  Greene,  embarked  ;  Jaines  Mc- 
Cnrmirk,  a  private  in  Captain  Gondricb's  (Company,  trii;d 
by  a  Courl-Mmtial  for  the  murder  of  Reuben  Bi'sliop,  a 
Sergi'ant   in   ('aptaiu    ll'illiams's   ('t)mpany,  and   received 


sentence  of  death,  but  respited  till  iiis  Excellency  Gen- 
eral li'ashington's  pleasure  be  known,  and  ordered  to  Head- 
Quarters  ;  a  number  of  our  men  employed  in  bringing  up 
provisions,  &ic.  ;  wrote  his  Excellency  General  Washing- 
ton, and  despatched  back  five  of  the  transports. 

H'ednesduy,  27. — The  third  division,  consisting  of  four 
Companies,  viz:  Hanchett's,  Hard's,  Dearborn's, and  Good- 
rich's, under  command  of  Major  Meigs,  embarked  ;  sent 
down  a  number  of  boats  to  bring  uj)  all  the  flour  from 
below,  and  sent  to  the  Conmiissary  to  forward  on  all  the 
balleaus,  ice. 

Thursday,  28. — Part  of  the  fourth  and  last  division, 
McCobb's  and  Scott's  Companies,  embarked;  Captain 
llilliams's  Company  being  left  for  batteaus,  oars,  paddles, 
&CC.  ;  sent  for  Colonel  Euos  and  the  Couunissary  to  come 
up  from  Coburn's  with  all  the  men  and  batteaus  ;  ordered 
the  sick  and  criminal  on  board  the  Broudbay,  Captain 
Clarkson,  with  stores,  Jicc. 

Friday,  29. — Set  out  in  a  birch  canoe,  about  noon;  left 
Colonel  A'/tos,  with  Cajjtain  Hillianis's  Company,  to  bring 
up  the  rear,  with  the  provisions  behind  ;  our  canoe  pro\fcs 
very  leaky;  stopped  at  Vussalborough,  eight  miles  above 
Fort  Western,  and  changed  her  for  another,  and  having 
gone  about  twelve  miles,  lodged  six  miles  short  of -Forf 
Halijav. 

Saturday,  30. — At  six  o'clock,  .\.  M.,  ciossed  the  Su 
Mile  Falls,  and  at  ten  arrived  at  Fort  Halifax,  where  i 
found  Captain  Dearborn's  and  Goodrich's  Comjianies  first 
passing  the  carrying  place,  which  is  about  sixty  rods  over; 
course  of  the  river,  from  Fort  Western  to  Fort  Halifax, 
N.  N.  E.;  distance  eighteen  miles;  at  two,  I'.  M.,  dined  at 
Crosier's,  and  hired  him,  with  his  team,  to  carry  our  bag- 
gage over  land  about  five  miles,  to  avoid  the  ripples  and 
quick  water  above  the  falls,  which  are  very  dangerous  and 
diflicult  to  pass;  at  five,  P.  I\I.,  left  the  landing  place, and 
proceeded  up  the  river  about  two  miles,  when  we  overtook 
Major  il/fciifi  and  party,  with  whom  we  encamped;  whole 
distance  this  day  thirteen  miles;  course  N. 

Sunday,  October  1. — Left  our  encampment  early  in  the 
morning;  at  ten,  A.  M.,  passed  the  seven  and  fifteen  mile 
streams;  dined  at  one  H'estern's ;  at  four,  P.  M.,  reached 
ihe  Scolicgan  Falls,  where  we  overtook  Hubbard's  and 
Thayer's  Companies;  after  crossing  the  carrying  place, 
which  is  about  one  hundred  rods,  launched  our  batteau 
again,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  about  five  miles,  and  at 
eight,  P.  M.,  encamped  at  the  widow  Warren's;  distance 
seventeen  miles;  course  to  Scohegan  Falls,  about  N. ; 
from  the  Hills  to  where  we  lodged,  S.  W.;  water  quiet 
part  of  the  way;  quick  and  small  falls. 

Monday,  2. — After  going  a  mile,  overtook  Colonel 
Greene,  Major  Z?(X'''''o"'>  Captain  Tojiham,  and  Company; 
about  eight,  A.  M.,  passed  the  Boinbazce  Falls,  and  at 
ten  arrived  at  Norridgewock  Falls,  six  miles  and  a  half 
from  the  widow  Warren's;  great  part  of  the  way  swift 
water  and  rapids;  the  land  fiom  Fort  H  estern  to  this  place 
appears,  in  general,  very  good  and  fertile,  but  is  thinly  in- 
habited ;  here  we  leave  the  English  settlements,  no  inhabi- 
tants being  above  the  falls,  wliich,  by  the  best  estimation, 
are  fifty  miles  from  Fort  llestern  ;  here  I  overtook  Cap- 
tain Morgan,  with  his  division,  who  had  just  got  their  bag- 
gage over  the  carrying  place,  which  is  one  mile;  course 
N.  W. 

Tuesday,  3. — The  Riflers  proceed  for  the  great  carrying 
place ;  Top/uan's,  Thayer's,  and  Hubbard's  Companies 
employed  in  getting  over  their  baggage,  and  examining 
their  bread,  great  part  of  which  is  damaged  by  the  boat's 
leaking,  and  the  difliculty  of  jiassing  the  rapids,  which  is 
impossible  for  [leople  unacquainted  to  get  up  the  boats 
without  shipping  water ;  here  are  soiue  small  vestiges  of 
an  Indian  Town,  destroyed  by  the  English  about  fifty 
years  since,  namely,  the  foundation  of  an  old  church  and 
altar,  the  monument  over  ^V.  Francis,  the  founder  of  the 
church,  Sec.  ;  the  whole  tribe,  we  are  told,  are  extinct, 
except  two  or  three. 

Wednesday,  4. — Carpenters  employed  in  repairing  bat- 
teaus, and  the  several  Companies  in  carrying  over  their 
provisions,  some  of  which  prove  unfit  for  use;  Colonel 
Greene's  division  proceeded  tbrward  ;  Major  Meigs's  divi- 
sion arrived  with  Gdbum. 

Thursday,  5. — Companies  employed  as  the  preceding 
da  v. 
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Friday,  6. — Major  Meigs,  witli  liis  division,  went  for- 
ward ;  Colonel  Enos,  witli  the  rear  division,  arrived. 

Saturday,!. — The  last  divisions  employed  in  examining 
their  bread,  part  of  which  is  wet  and  unfit  for  nse,  and  car- 
r}ing  their  baggage  and  provisions  over  the  portage. 

Sunday, S. — We  have  not  been  able  to  get  our  baggage, 
Jkc,  over  the  portage  until  this  morning,  tlioiigh  we  have 
had  constantly  two  sleds  going  with  oxen,  owing  to  the 
iieight  of  the  hill  and  the  bad  road;  a  storm  of  rain  pre- 
vents our  proceeding  this  day. 

Monday,  9. — Struck  our  tent,  carried  our  baggage  over 
the  portage,  embarked,  and  proceeded  u])  about  three 
miles,  a  N.  N.  E.  course  ;  here  the  river  takes  a  remark- 
able turn  to  the  E.  N.  E.,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile, 
then  turns  W.  and  N.  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  more, 
and  then  returns  to  its  proper  course  again  ;  we  crossed 
tlie  elbow  over  land,  being  about  thirty  rods,  which  saves 
more  than  a  mile  of  rapid  water;  at  twelve  o'clock  passed 
the  seven  mile  stream  ;  at  three,  P.  M.,  dined  on  one  of  the 
islands,  and  at  five  encamped  with  Captain  McCobb,  on 
another  island,  within  two  miles  of  Caratunkcr,  or  Devil's 
Falls;  whole  distance  this  day,  sixteen  miles;  course  N. 
N.  E.  easteily,  the  water  very  rapid  ;  the  land,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  to  Caralunker  Falls,  appears  level, 
and  in  general  fertile,  and  tolerably  well  wooded,  with  some 
oak,  elm,  ash,  beech,  maple,  pine,  hemlock,  Sic. 

Tuesday,  10. — At  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  arrived  at  Car- 
atunkcr Falls  ;  the  fall  of  water,  fifteen  feet ;  the  portnge 
near  fifty  rods  over;  we  proceeded  up  the  river,  about  five 
miles,  against  a  very  rapid  stream,  course  N. ;  here  the 
mountains  begin  to  appear  on  each  side  of  the  river,  high 
and  level  on  the  tops,  and  appear  well  wooded  ;  the  river, 
from  Noiridgeivock  to  the  great  carrying  place  is  very 
irregular  in  width,  but  in  general  about  four  hundred  yards, 
and  full  of  small  islands,  which  appear  very  fertile  land  ; 
we  ascended  the  river  this  day  about  twelve  miles;  in 
general  very  rapid  and  shallow  water ;  encamped  late  in 
the  evening,  much  fatigued. 

IVcdnisday,  11. — We  embarked  early  this  morning,  and 
proceeded  up  the  river;  the  stream  very  rapid  indeed;  at 
ten,  A.  M.,  arrived  at  the  great  carrying  place,  which  is 
very  remarkable — a  large  brook  emptying  itself  into  the 
river  just  above,  which  comes  from  the  first  lake ;  when 
aljreast  of  the  carrying  place,  in  the  river,  you  will  observe, 
at  about  four  hundred  yards  above  you,  a  large  mountain, 
in  shape  of  a  sugar  loaf,  at  tlie  foot  of  which  the  river  turns 
ort"  to  the  eastward  ;  this  mountain,  \vhen  you  are  at  the 
carrying  place,  seems  to  rise  out  of  the  middle  of  the  river — 
here  I  overtook  Captain  Morgan  and  his  division,  and 
Col.  Geecne,  with  his  division;  part  of  each  had  proceed- 
ed as  far  as  the  second  lake;  Major  Meigs  arrived  just 
before  me  ;  met  Lieutenant  Church,  who  had  been  at  the 
Dead  River,  on  a  survey,  and  leports  as  follows : 

From  Kennebcrk,  over  the  portage,  to  the  first  pond  or 
lake;  course  W.,  twenty-seven  degrees  i\.;  distance  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  rising  ground  ;  bad  road,  but  capable  of 
being  made  good;  over  the  first  pond,  half  a  mile,  which 
pond  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long  ;  here  our  people  caught 
a  prodigious  number  of  very  fine  salmon-trout,  nothing 
being  more  common  than  a  man's  taking  eight  or  ten  dozen 
in  one  hour's  time,  which  generally  weigh  half  a  pound 
a|)iece  ;  the  second  portage  is  W.,  six  degrees  l\.  half  a 
iiule  and  twenty  rods;  very  level,  but  rough  road;  the 
second  pond  is  in  length,  from  north  to  south,  two  and  a 
half  miles,  and  half  a  mile  wide;  the  third  carrying  place 
is  one  mile  and  a  quarter  and  foity  rods;  the  road  very 
bad;  course  W.,  ten  degrees  N. ;  the  third  pond  is  in 
length,  from  north  to  south,  three  miles,  and  two  miles 
wide;  course  over  it,  W.  by  IN.;  the  fourth  or  last  portage  is 
\\'.,  twenty  degrees  IN".;  distance  two  and  three-quarter  miles, 
and  sixty  rods ;  the  first  part  of  the  road  tolerably  good  ; 
the  last  mile  a  savanna,  wet  and  miry,  about  six  or  eight 
inches  deep. 

Thursday,  12. — Lieutenant  Steel  returned  from  Chau- 
dicre  Pond,  and  says  he  discovered  no  Indians;  that  the 
Dead  Biver,  from  the  last  carrying  place,  he  judges  to  be 
eighty  miles,  most  part  of  the  way  a  fine,  deep  river  ;  the 
cui-rent  hardly  perceptible ;  some  fine  falls,  and  short  car- 
rying places,  and  rapid  water;  the  carrying  place  fiom  Dead 
River  to  Chnudicre  Fond,  about  four  miles  :  very  good  and 
even  ground,  most  part  of  the  way,  and  plinity  of  moose 


and  other  game  on  the  river;  this  day  employed  Captain 
Goodrich's  Company  in  building  a  log  house  on  the  second 
portage,  to  accommodate  the  sick,  eight  or  ten  in  number, 
who  we  are  obliged  to  leave  behind  ;  also  a  parly  on  the 
east  side  of  the  first  portage,  to  build  a  small  log  house  for 
men  and  provisions;  ordered  Lieutenants  Steel  And  Church, 
with  twenty  axe-men  and  a  surveyor,  to  Chaudierc  Pond, 
to  clear  the  portages  and  take  a  survey  of  the  country; 
Lieutenant  Steel  to  go  down  Chaudierc,  near  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  examine  the  falls,  portages,  &ic.,  and  return  to 
the  pond  as  soon  as  possible. 

Our  men  are  much  fatigued  in  carrying  over  their  bat- 
teaus,  provisions.  Sic,  the  road  being  extremely  bad;  how- 
ever, their  spirit  and  industry  seeins  to  overcome  every 
obstacle,  and  they  appear  very  cheerful.  Wc  have  had 
remarkable  fine  weather  since  we  left  Cambridge,  and  only 
one  death  has  happened,  and  very  few  accidents  by  water, 
which  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  there  seldom  passes  a 
season  without  some  people  being  drowned  in  the  Kenne- 
beck,  which  is  very  difficult  and  dangerous  to  ascend. 

Friday,  l."3. — This  morning  despatched  one  Eneas  and 
another  Indian  with  letters  to  some  gentlemen  in  (^ucbeck, 
and  to  General  Schuyler;  sent  a  white  man  with  them, 
who  is  to  proceed  as  far  as  Sartigan,  and  after  discovering 
the  sentimenls  of  the  inhabitants,  and  procuring  all  the  in- 
telligence he  can,  is  to  return  to  us  at  Chaudiere  Pond, 
where  we  ex])ect  to  meet  him  in  about  seven  or  eight  days  ; 
two  divisions  have  this  day  ri-achcd  the  Dead  River. 

Ei,KAZEU  Oswald,  Sec' y  pro  tent. 


COLONKL  ARNOLD  TO  JOHN  MANIR. 

Dead  Rivor,  about  IGO  milc-s  from  Qnol.fok,  > 
OctobLT  13,  177.').       ^ 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  now  on  my  march  for  l^uebeck,  with 
about  two  thousand  men,  where  I  expect  to  have  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  you  soon.  This  detachment  is  designed  to 
co-operate  with  General  Schuyler,  to  frustrate  the  unjust 
and  arbitrary  measures  of  the  Ministry,  and  restore  liberty  to 
our  brethren  of  Canada,  to  whom,  we  make  no  doubt,  our 
exertions  in  their  favour  will  be  acceptable;  and  that  we 
shall  have  their  assistance,  or  at  least  their  friendly  wishes, 
as  the  expedition  is  undertaken  at  the  request  of  many  of 
their  piincipal  inhabitants.  1  beg  the  favour  of  you,  on 
receipt  of  this,  which  will  be  delivered  you  by  one  Eneas, 
a  faithful  Indian,  that  you  would  immediately  write  me  by 
him  of  the  disposition  of  the  Canadians,  the  number  of 
troops  in  (^uebeck,  by  whom  commanded,  and  every  advice 
you  have  received  from  General  Schuyler,  and  the  situa- 
tion of  matters  in  general;  what  ships  are  at  Quebcck,  and, 
in  short,  what  we  have  to  expect  fiom  the  Canadians  and 
merchants  in  the  City;  whether  any  advice  has  been  re- 
ceived of  the  march  of  this  detachment.  If  any  gentleman 
of  my  acquaintance  will  undertake  to  meet  me  on  the 
road,  he  will  be  received  with  pleasure,  and  handsomely 
rewarded.  The  enclosed  letter  to  General  Schuyler,  I  beg 
the  favour  of  you  to  forward  by  express,  which  charge  shall 
be  reimbursed  you  with  thankfulness. 

1  am,  with  much  esteem,  dear  Sir,  yoiu'  fiiend  and  very 
humble  servant,  Be.nf.uict  Arnold. 

John  Manir,  Esq.,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  Captain  IHlliiitn 
Gregory,  or  Mr.  John  Moynard. 


COLONEL    ARNOLD  TO   fiENERAL   SCHUVLER. 

Dond  li.ver,  100  miles  from  Qiicliock,  ) 
October  13,  1775.       \ 

Dear  Sir:  I  make  no  doubt  his  Excellency  General 
JVashington  has  advised  you  of  his  ordering  me,  with  a 
detachment  of  the  Army  at  Cambridge,  to  march  against 
(■^uebick.  In  consequence  of  which,  I  left  Cambridge  on 
the  13th  oi  September,  and  after  a  very  fatiguing  and  haz- 
ardous march  over  a  rough  country,  up  the  Kennebeck 
/?/i'£r,  against  a  very  rapid  stream,  through  an  uninhabited 
country,  and  meeting  with  many  other  difficulties,  which 
we  have  hajipily  surmoimted,  we  have  at  last  arrived  at 
the  Dead  River,  which  we  have  examined  to  the  Chau- 
diere Pond,  and  hope  in  a  fortnight  of  having  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  you  in  Quebeck.  Any  intelligence  or  advice 
you  can  communicate  will  be  gratefully  received,  as  this 
detachment  was  intended  to  co-operate  with  your  Arm\-. 
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I  am,  with  much  esteem,  dear  Sir,  your  most  ohedicnt 
and  humble  servant,  '        B-  Arnold. 

To  the   Honourahle   Major-General   and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  tlic  Nortliern   Army. 

(-OI.O.NEI.   ARNOI-D  TO    LIKLTENANT    STEF.L. 

Siu:  1  liavo  sent  the  bearer  and  anotiier  Indian  to  (^uc- 
hcck,  with  letters,  and  must  have  John  Hull,  as  he  speaks 
French,  to  go  to  Snrtigan  with  them,  and  get  all  the  intel- 
ligence be  |)ossil)ly  can  in  regard  to  the  number  of  troo|is 
there,  the  disposition  of  the  Cnnadiaiis,  and  advice  from 
General  Schuyler.  When  be  arrives  at  Snrtigan,  be  must 
employ  some  Frenchman,  that  can  be  depended  on,  to  go 
to  (-luelicck  \\\[h  ihe  Jn(liaus,lo  deliver  their  letter  and  get 
an  answer;  for  which  pur|)Ose  I  have  sent  twenty  dollars 
for  hiui  to  take.  Desire  him  to  caution  the  LiJians  not  to 
let  any  one  know  of  our  march,  but  to  sound  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  find  out  how  they  stand  allected,  and  whether 
our  coming  would  be  agreeable  to  them.  If  be  does  not 
choose  to  go  alone,  you  must  send  a  man  with  him,  and 
both  must  return  to  us  at  Chaudiere  Pond,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible; takit)g  particular  notice  of  the  river,  whether  our 
batteaus  can  pass  down. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant,  B.  .\rnold. 

To  Lieutenant  Steel. 


ADDUr.SS   OK  THF.    MKKCIIANTS    AND   TKADERS    OF  THE    CITY 
OF    LONDON. 

The  follnwini;  gentlemen,  viz:  Isaac  Hughes,  Esquire, 
Chairman,  the  Ri.  Hon.  Thomas  Harley,  Zuchary  Philip 
Fonncrcan,  John  Cornwall,  John  Rily,  Samuel  Smith, 
G'corn^e  Stain  forth,  Peter  Cazalet,  Richard  ff'illis,  John 
IVilliam  Anderson,  Benjamin  IVinthrop,  Edward  Forster, 
James  Bogle  French,  Bignnll  Potter,  and  Peter  Hodg- 
son, Esquires,  having  been  deputed  to  attend  His  Majesty 
with  an  Address  of  a  very  numerous  body  of  the  iMercliants 
and  Traders  of  the  City  of  Ltundon,  they  did  all  (except 
Mr.  Cornwall  and  Mr.  Bilf/,  who  were  pievented  by  ill- 
ness) wait  on  His  Majesty  with  the  following  Address. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eiccllent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  subjects,  Mer- 
chants and  Traders  of  the  City  of  London,  filled  with  the 
deepest  concern  at  the  unjustifiable  proceedings  of  some  of 
your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America,  beg  leave  to  a|iproach 
your  royal  throne,  to  testify  our  entire  disapprobation  and 
a!)horrence  of  them,  with  the  most  solemn  assurances  that 
we  will  support  your  Majesty  witli  our  lives  and  fortunes 
in  maintaining  the  authority  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
Country,  which,  we  conceive,  does  and  ought  to  extend 
over  and  pervade  every  ))art  of  the  British  Dominions. 

With  regret  and  indignation  we  sec  Colonies,  which  owe 
their  existence,  and  every  blessing  ibat  attended  their  late 
prosperous  situation,  to  ibis  iheir  Parent  Country,  imna- 
turally  regardless  of  the  fostering  hand  that  raised  and  sup- 
ported tliem.and  alFectinL;  distinctions  in  their  dcpendance 
not  founded  in  law  or  in  the  Cun^litution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

We  arc  convinced,  by  the  experienced  clemency  of  your 
IMajesty's  Government,  that  no  endeavours  will  be  wanting 
to  induce  our  deluded  fellow-subjects  to  return  to  their 
obedience  to  llint  Connitutlon  which  our  ancestors  bled  to 
establish,  and  which  lias  nom-ished,  piu'e  and  iminterrupted, 
undei'  the  mild  Government  of  the  House  of  Hanover. 

May  that  Being  who  govcins  the  universe  so  direct  your 
M.ijesty's  coimsels  and  measures,  that  from  the  present 
confusion  order  may  arise  and  peace  again  be  restored. 

That  your  Majesty  may  long  reign  over  a  happy  and 
imitcd  people,  is  the  earnest  prayer  of,  may  it  please  your 
Majesty,  your  .Majesty's  most  faithful  anr!  loyal  subjects. 

(iEDKfiE    M  \SON    TO   GF.NEKAI.    W  ASH  I  NfiTON. 

Giinston-lLill,  Virginia,  October  14,  1775. 

Ok  Ml  Sits:  I  wiote  you  \nJuly,a  little  before  my  being 
r.rdi'iiMl  to  the  Convention,  conL'rntnlntini;  you  upon  an 
apiiomtmiMii  which  ijives  so  much  =atisf:iciion  to  all  Ame- 
ri'-a,  ami   afterwards,  in  Aufrust,   from   Bichmond :  since 


which  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  favour  of  the  SOth  of 
August,  which  nothing  but  want  of  health  should  have 
prevented  my  doing  sooner,  as  I  shall  always  think  myself 
lionoured  by  your  correspondence  and  friendship.  I  hint- 
ed to  you,  in  my  last,  the  parties  and  factions  which  pre- 
vailed at  Bichmond.  I  never  was  in  so  disagreeable  a 
situation,  and  almost  despaired  of  a  cause  which  I  saw  so 
ill  conducted.  Mere  vexation  and  disgust  threw  me  into 
such  an  ill  state  of  health,  that  before  the  Convention  rose, 
I  was  sometimes  near  fainting  in  the  House.  Since  my 
return  borne,  I  have  bad  a  severe  fit  of  sickness;  from  which 
1  am  now  recovering,  but  am  still  very  weak  and  low. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  Convention,  parties  run  so 
high  that  we  bad  frequently  no  other  way  of  preventing 
improper  measures,  but  by  procrastination,  urging  the  pre- 
vious question,  and  giving  men  time  to  reflect.  However, 
after  some  weeks,  the  babblers  were  pretty  well  silenced, 
a  few  weighty  members  began  to  take  the  lead,  several 
wholesome  regulations  were  made,  and  if  the  Convention 
had  continued  to  sit  a  few  days  longer,  I  think  the  publick 
safety  would  have  been  as  well  provided  for  as  our  present 
circmnstances  permit.  The  Convention,  not  thinking  this 
a  time  to  rely  upon  resolves  and  recommendations  only, 
and  to  give  obligatory  force  to  their  proceedings,  adopted 
the  style  and  form  of  legislation,  changing  the  word  enact 
into  ordain  ;  their  ordinances  were  all  introduced  in  the 
form  of  bills,  were  regularly  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  and  underwent  three  readings  before 
they  were  passed.  I  enclose  you  the  ordinance  for  raising 
an  armed  force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Co- 
lony; it  is  a  little  defaced  by  being  handled  at  our  District 
Committee,  but  it  is  the  only  copy  I  had  at  present  by  me. 
You  will  find  some  little  inaccuracies  in  it,  but,  upon  the 
whole,  I  hope  it  will  merit  your  approbation.  The  min- 
ute plan,  I  think,  is  a  wise  one,  and  will,  in  a  short  time, 
furnish  eight  thousand  good  troops,  ready  for  action,  and 
composed  of  men  in  whose  hands  the  sword  may  be  safely 
trusted.  To  defray  the  expense  of  the  provisions  made 
by  this  ordinance,  and  to  pay  the  charge  of  the  last  year's 
Indian  war,  we  are  now  emitting  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  Pounds,  in  paper  currency.  I 
have  great  apprehensions  that  tlie  large  sums  in  bills  of 
credit  now  issuing  all  o\er  the  Continent  may  have  fatal 
efll'cts  in  depreciating  the  value,  and  therefore  opposed 
any  sMS|)ension  of  taxation,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  im- 
mediately laying  such  taxes  as  the  people  could  bear,  to 
sink  the  sum  emitted  as  soon  as  possible;  but  was  able 
only  to  reduce  the  proposed  suspension  from  three  years 
to  one.  The  land  and  poll  tax  (the  collection  of  which  is 
to  commence  in  June,  1777)  will  sink  fifiy  thousand  Pounds 
per  year;  and  instead  of  the  usual  conunissions  for  emitting 
and  receiving,  the  Treasurer  is  allowed  an  annual  salary  of 
six  hundred  and  twenty-five  Pounds.  Our  fiiend,  the  Trea- 
surer, was  the  warmest  man  in  the  Convention  for  imme- 
diately laising  a  standing  army  of  not  less  than  four  thou- 
sand men,  upon  constant  pay.  They  stood  a  considerable 
time  at  three  thousand,  exclusive  of  the  troops  upon  the 
western  frontiers ;  but  at  the  last  reading  (as  you  will  sec 
by  the  ordinance)  were  reduced  one  thousand  and  twenty 
rank  and  file.  In  my  opinion,  a  well  judged  reduction,  not 
only  from  our  inability  to  furnish  at  piesent  such  a  number 
with  arms  and  ammunition,  but  I  think  it  extremely  im- 
prudent to  exhaust  ourselves  hefoie  we  know  when  we  are 
to  be  attacked.  The  part  we  have  to  act  at  present  seems 
to  require  our  laying  in  good  magazines,  training  our  peo- 
ple, and  having  a  good  number  of  them  ready  for  action. 
An  ordinance  is  passed  for  regulating  an  annual  election  of 
members  to  the  Convention  and  Coimty  Committees;  for 
encouraging  the  making  saltpetre,  sulphur,  and  gunpow- 
der; for  establishing  a  manufactory  of  arms,  under  the 
direction  of  conmiissioners  ;  and  for  a|)pointlng  a  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  consisting  of  eleven  members,  for  carrying 
the  ordinances  of  the  Convention  into  execution,  directing 
the  stations  of  the  troops,  and  calling  the  Minute  Batta- 
lions and  diauglits  from  the  Militia  into  service,  if  neces- 
sary, &c. 

There  is  also  an  ordinance  establishing  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  troops,  principally  taken  from  those 
drawn  up  by  the  Con;:ress,  except  that  about  martial  law 
upon  life  and  death  is  more  cautiously  constituted,  and 
brought  nearer  to  the  principles  of  the  common  law. 
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Many  of  the  pi-incipal  families  are  removing  from  Nor- 
folk, Hampton.  York,  and  IVilliamsburgh,  occasioned  by 
the  behaviour  of  Lord  Duimorc  and  the  commanders  of 
the  King's  sliips  and  tenders  upon  this  station. 

\Vlienever  yonr  leisure  \\\\\  permit,  it  will  always  give 
me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  be  informed  of  your  welfare, 
and  to  hear  what  is  doing  on  the  great  j4w;tr(V«?i  theatre. 

I  most  sincerely  wish  yon  health  and  success  equal  to 
the  justice  of  our  cause  ;  and  am,  with  great  respect,  dear 
Sir,  your  afl'eclionale  and  obedient  servant. 

His  Excellency  Gmieral  Washington. 

V.  S.  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  remcudjer  me  kindly 
to  General  Lcc,  and  present  him  my  respectful  compli- 
ments. 


GENIOnAL 


VGllESS. 


.V.W   TO   THE    PT'aCSlDEiST    01 
[R.ua  Oolubr  3i.  1775.] 

TicomUrogi,  OeloiKT  1 1,  1775. 
Siu  :  1  li:id  just  closed  my  letter  of  )  esterday  when  I 
had  the  honciui-  to  receive  yours  of  the  9lh,  enclosing  the 
resoluiion  of  Congress  of  the  14lh  September,  and  the 
alarming  intelligence  contained  in  yours  of  the  7tli.  You 
may  recollect,  Sir,  that  early  after  the  meeting  of  Congress 
1  urged  the  necessity  of  securing  Hudson's  River,  and 
assigned  my  reasons  ibr  it.  I  have  been,  and  still  am,  so 
deeply  impressed  with  tlie  necessity  of  doing  it,  that  I  saw 
with  chagrin  that  it  has  been  so  long  neglected,  and  I 
learned  with  pleasure  that  a  fortification  was  at  last  begun 
at  Martelaer's  Rock  ;  but  that  is  not  the  only  place  that 
ought  to  be  secured  ;  there  are  several  others,  both  above 
and  below,  that  ought  equally  to  claim  attention,  and  im- 
mediately too  ;  for  should  a  body  of  forces  be  sent  up  Hwl- 
son's  River,  and  a  chain  of  vessels  stationed  in  all  its 
extent,  it  will  undoubtedly  greatly  distress  if  not  totally 
ruin  our  cause.  The  Indians,  notwithstanding  their  de- 
clarations, will,  in  such  a  case,  in  all  probability,  act  against 
us;  the  disaflectod  to  our  cause  gain  strength,  and  many 
others,  through  fear  and  the  principle  of  self-preservation, 
will  either  be  neuter  or  join  our  foes.  To  me.  Sir,  every 
object,  as  to  importance,  sinks  almost  to  nothing  when  ]iut 
in  competition  with  this  of  securing  Hudson's  River. 

1  hope  Congress  will  pardon  the  freedom  with  w  hicli  I 
express  myself  on  this  occasion.  The  danger  of  such  an 
operation  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry  is  painted  in  such 
lively  colours  on  my  mind,  that  1  could  not  avoid  saying 
what  1  have  done. 

I  shall  immediately  transmit  to  Doctor  Stringer  your 
resolutions  respecting  the  Hospital.  I  fear  the  pay  allowed 
to  the  Mates  is  loo  little,  and  that  they  will  not  remain  in 
the  service.  He  has  now  I  suppose  near  two  hundred  sick 
under  his  care. 

Soon  after  my  appointment,  as  I  understood  that  I  was 
to  have  a  Brigade  Major,  provision  being  made  for  it,  and 
that  the  appointment  lay  with  me,  as  one  of  my  suite,  I 
appointed  Captain  Dimon,  of  Colonel  IVaterbury's  Regi- 
ment, to  that  office,  who  has  acted  in  that  capacity  ever 
since.  Should  I  have  erred,  I  beg  Congress  to  impute  it 
to  a  mistake,  and  not  to  any  presumption  of  mine. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  learn  the  resolutions  of  Congress  on 
my  several  letters,  which  you  are  so  good  as  to  say  will 
soon  be  transmitted  me.  The  bags  containing  the  six 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  Pounds,  Pennsylva- 
nia currency,  have  been  delivered  me  under  seal,  by  ihe 
gentlemen  to  whose  charge  they  were  intrusted,  and  I 
shall  forward  them  to-morrow  to  General  iSlontgomenj. 

I  have  not  heard  a  word  from  .SV.  Johns  since  mine  of 
yesterday.  I  am  still  in  hopes  all  will  ';o  well  there,  unless 
a  want  of  ammunition  takes  place.  The  Nctc-York  Con- 
gress have  wrote  to  Connecticut ;  what  the  result  of  their 
a|)plication  is,  I  do  not  yet  know. 

I  should  be  extremely  liappy  if  your  good  wishes  (on 
which  I  return  you  the  most  unfeigned  thanks)  for  the  res- 
toration of  my  health  were  realized  ;  but,  unfortunately 
for  me,  I  am  so  daily  weakening  by  a  violent  lax  and  ex- 
treme sweatings  at  night,  that  I  shall  think  it  necessary  to 
send  for  Doctor  Stringer  to  me,  because  I  neither  can 
(consistent  with  the  publick  weal)  nor  will  I  quit  this  place 
to  go  south uard  until  our  affairs  in  Canada  are  decided. 

General  IVoosier  having  onlered  a  Conrt-lNlarlial  at  Fort 
George,   of  whicli    I    was    informed    only    this    morning. 


which  he  by  no  tneans  had  a  right  to  do,  and  apprehensive, 
from  that  extraortlinary  conduct,  that  he  might  create  diffi- 
culties if  lie  should  join  the  Army  under  General  Mont- 
gomery (from  wliich  I  cannot  dissuade  him,  nor  tiare  I 
order  liim  to  stay,  lest  the  Rei^iment  should  refuse  to  go, 
which  he  says  they  would  do,)  1  thought  it  my  indispens- 
able duty  to  write  him  a  letter,  of  which  the  enclosed  is 
a  copy,  and  to  which  I  received  an  answer,  copy  of  whicli 
you  have  also  enclosed.  I  have  since  received  letters 
advising  me  that  he  has  presumed  to  discharge  men  of 
Hinmim's  and  IVaterhury's  Regiments.  I  assure  you. 
Sir,  that  I  feel  these  insults  from  a  (Jeneral  OOicer  with 
all  that  keen  sensibility  that  a  man  of  honour  ought ;  and  1 
should  be  ashamed  to  mention  them  to  Congress,  but  that 
the  critical  situation  of  our  i)uljlick  affairs  at  this  period 
require  that  I  should  sacrifice  a  just  resentment  to  them, 
and  I  would  wish  to  have  it  remembered  that  to  that  cause 
only  must  lie  imputed  that  I  have  suffered  a  personal  in- 
dignity. 

I  am,  Sir,  most  respectfully,  your  \rry  obedient  liumbh- 
servant,  l*iiii,u'  S(  lu  vlkh. 

To  the  Honourable  .Julin  Hancock,  Es(i.,  &c. 


(:i;.\ERAL   SCHUVM'.Il  TO   NF.W-VOIiK   CO-NORESS. 

Ticomlurog,.,  OotoliLT  14,  l^-;.. 

Sir:  Your  fivonr  of  the  (iili  instant  was  delivered  nii' 
yesterday.  It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  learn  that  yon 
have  sent  me  fourteen  hundred  jkhhuIs  of  powder.  It  w^ill 
be  very  welcome,  lint  I  fear  not  suliicient,  even  with  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  which  is  arrived  from  Albany.  If  moie 
can  be  procured,  I  shall  hope  it  will  bo  forwarded  witiiout 
delay.  My  last  accounts  from  .SV.  John's  were  of  the  6t!i. 
General  Montgomery  is  carrying  on  his  approaches  as  fast 
as  the  difficulties  he  hath  to  struggle  with  wmII  permit. 
Every  species  of  artillery  stores  are  in  some  measure 
wanted.  The  Canadians  are  not  only  friendly,  but  join  us 
in  considerable  numbers,  and  the  garrison  of  St.  John's  is 
so  completely  invested,  that  not  the  least  succour  can  bn 
thrown  in  of  any  kind.  I  hope  soon  to  give  yon  an  account 
of  its  reduction. 

My  disorders  have  taken  such  deep  root,  that  I  now 
begin  to  have  little  hopes  of  a  recovery  so  as  to  take  an 
active  ])art  in  the  future  operations  of  the  campaign.  I 
hope,  hou  ever,  that  I  shall  not  be  obliged  to  leave  this  place, 
unheallhy  and  unfavnurable  to  my  recovery  as  it  is,  lest 
it  should  in\()l\e  General  Montgomery  in  irremediable  in- 
convenienc}-. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  and  the  CouLjress''-" 
most  obliged,  obedient,  and  very  humlile  servant, 

Philip  ScHi'vr.EH. 
To  C(,loncl  JVooiJhull,  President;;™  tempore  of  the  Xtw- 

York  Provincial  ConLrress,  at  New-  York. 


GENEUAL    SCnUYI.ER  TO   GENERAI,    WASHINGTON. 

TicondL^roga,  October  11,  177.>. 

As  I  cannot  let  my  dear  General  remain  one  moment  in 
anxiety,  I  acknowledge  his  letter  of  the  6tli,  and  send  tiiis 
by  express.  Mr.  IVooster  is  the  younger  Brigadier  of  the 
two,  but  lest  any  uneasiness  shoukl  be  occasioned,  I  \vi!i 
keep  him  here. 

Mine  of  tin;  i:26th  ult.,  which  I  hope  you  have  received, 
will  inform  you  where  our  Army  is.  You  may  be  assured 
that  nothino  but  a  superior  force  will  bring  it  from  thence. 
I  have  already  despatched  the  papers  you  honoured  me 
with  toCieneral  Montgomery  ;  copy  of  that  I  have  just  now 
received  will  be  sent  him  to-morrow. 

Fortune  is  very  unkind  to  me  ;  a  violent  flux,  which  has 
rene;ved  its  attack,  is  reducing  me  so  much,  that  [  begin 
to  give  over  hopes  of  joining  the  Army;  I  hope,  how- 
ever, that  I  shall  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  quitting  this 
place,  where,  sick  as  I  am,  I  can  still  he  of  service. 

Be  assured,  my  dear  General,  that  I  shall  do  every  thing 
in  my  power  to  |)romote  the  weal  of  the  glorious  cause  we 
are  embarked  in.  I  feel  a  conscious  inadequacy,  which  I 
must  atone  for  by  assiduity. 

I  am,  with  the  most  respectful  sentiments,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schi  yler. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 
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OF.NKItAL    t;LLI,l\  AN   TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Winter  Hill,  October  14,  1775. 

MvcH  ui;^PE(  TED  Sir:  1  have  reviewed  llie  palefaced 
corps  in  my  Brigade,  and  find  the  persons  named  in  the 
enclosed  hsi  totally  unfit  for  duly  at  present,  have  heen  so 
for  a  long  time,  and  are  likely  to  remain  so  during  this 
campaignT  except  those  to  whose  names  1  had  added  a 
(luere,  whose  disorders  may  possihly  be  removed  before 
the  end  of  this  campaign.  With  respect  to  those,  your 
Excellency  will  act  as  your  wisdom  shall  direct.  With 
respect  to  all  the  others,  1  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  sooner 
they  are  discharged  the  sooner  will  the  Conlinent  he  free 
fiom  the  unnecessary  charge  of  maintaining  them  here. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
servant,  John  Sili.ivan. 

His  Excellency  (ieneral  IVa.hiiigUm. 


COLONEL    ARNOLD  TO   COLONEL   FAHNSWORTII. 

S..CU.U1  Carryi.it'-Place,  October  \\.  177:.. 

Sir:  I  wrote  you  on  the  road  here  to  send  forward  to 
the  great  carrying  place  all  the  provisions,  and  for  that 
purpose  to  hire  men  on  the  river,  well  ac(|U(tinted  with  set- 
ling  U]).  1  have  thought  proper  to  write  you  again,  for 
I'ear  mv  foi'iner  letter  should  have  miscarried.  You  will 
hurry  on  the  provisions  as  fast  as  possible  ;  we  have  now 
about  twenty-five  days'  allowance.  Hope  before  that  is 
gone  to  be  in  (r^ucbeck.  However,  I  think  it  necessary  to 
have  the  provisions  forwarded  on,  that  our  retreat  may  be 
secured  in  case  of  any  accident. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant,  15.  Arnold. 

To  Colonel  Farnsworth. 


EDMUND    PENDLETON    TO    RICHARD    HENRY   LEE. 

Williamsburgh,  October  i:.,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  by  express  your  obliging  favour  of 
the  5tli.  We  were,  in  some  sort,  pre[)ared  for  the  disa- 
greeable intelligence  of  the  small  hopes  of  an  accommoda- 
tion, by  reports  and  papers  here,  intimating  the  same  thing. 
Colonel  Corbin  has  a  letter  from  a  hand,  connected  in  some 
manner  with  Administration,  that  the  plan  was  to  withdraw 
all  troops,  and  send  men  of  war  and  cullers  to  |)ut  a  stop  to 
all  foreign  trade,  and  that  with  each  other,  and  so  starve 
us  into  submission.  If  this  is  the  case,  perhaps  Shuhiham 
may  not  bring  troops.  Our  aftairs  may,  perhaps,  take 
another  turn,  when  the  Congress  Petition  and  the  I'irginia 
Representation  against  Lord  Dunmore  reaches  the  people 
there.  These  furious  measures  seem  to  have  been  sud- 
denly ado[)ted  on  the  arrival  of  Lady  Dunmore,  no  doubt 
with  cargoes  of  aggravating  letters  and  misrepresenlalions 
from  our  hero,  and  just  after  some  fears  of  Administration 
respecting  the  Spaniards  were  (juieled  by  their  loss  among 
\\\{^  Algcrincs;  whatever  be  our  state,  I  hope  we  shall 
meet  it  with  fortiiiide.  Had  we  arms  and  ammunition,  it 
would  give  vigour  to  our  measures.  We  hotniy  hoped  to 
iiear  of  the  ai rival  of  the  necessaries,  but  now  fear  we 
shall  be  defeated.  A  villain  has  given  Lord  Dunmore  in- 
formation of  it,  and  he  has  six  or  seven  tenders  flying  out 
for  it  about  the  capes.  What  can  such  a  j)arricide  deserve  ? 
We  have  been  sitting  a  month,  and  yet  see  no  hc;>cs  of  a 
recess;  we  are  thin,  and  some  present  unwell.  Colonel 
Thomas  is  among  the  healthy.  Nine  Companies  of  Re- 
gulars are  here,  and  seem  \  cry  clever  men  ;  others  we 
hear  are  ready,  and  only  wait  lo  cullici  arms.  Lord  Dun- 
nwrc'.i  forces  are  only  one  liundiiil  and  sixty  as  yet,  in- 
trenched at  Gosjiorl,  and  supported  by  the  ships  drawn  up 
before  that  and  iS'orfolk.  1  have  heard  of  no  attempt  of 
his,  since  seizing  the  primer,  and  a  ship  with  flour  from 
Baltimore,  except  sending  a  jiarty  to  Slecjuj  Hole  in  pur- 
suit of  some  powder  we  had  iheio,  which  he  missed  about 
three  hours.  Most  of  the  inliahilaiils  of  Sorfolk,  except 
lories,  have  moved  out  their  families  and  valuable  eflects. 
Loul  Dunmore,  it  is  said,  is  much  afraid  of  the  riflemen, 
and  has  all  his  vessels  caulked  up  on  the  sides,  above 
men's  height;  however,  they  may  pciliaii^  pay  him  a  visit 
ere  long.  The  good  nous  rilalivc  to  (iiiural  Schuijir 
came  as  a  reviving  cordial  aficr  ih.'  uiliL^r;  iiolhing'has 
\el  hap|ieiieil  more  importaul,  in  my  opinion,  than  this 
event,  if  coiupleled,   as    I    hojie    il    is    lielore  now.      Pray 


present  my  aflectionate  conipliments  to  your  worlhy  bre- 
thren and  the  ladies. 

1  am,  with  great  regard,  your  afl^ectionate  and  obedient 
servant,  Edmind  Pendleton. 

To  Richard  Iknry  Lee,  Esq.,  of  T'irginia,  now  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

NATHAN   TAVLOK   AND   OTHERS   TO  GOVEUNOTR  TRU.MBILL. 
Like  Georgs,  October  15,  1775. 

To  ihe  honourable  Covernour  and  Council  of  the  Colo- 
ny of  Cunnecticut.    These  are  to  inform  you  of  our  griev- 

We,  the  subscribers,  being  by  orders  sent  to  St.  John's, 
to  drive  ofi'  the  enemy,  we  were  obliged  to  be  encamped 
in  low  wet  ground,  suampy,and  almost  over  shoes  in  mud 
and  water;  the  weather  being  very  cold  for  the  time  of 
year,  whicii  occasioned  us  to  take  great  colds  and  agues, 
which  hove  us  into  bloody  fluxes,  and  all  kinds  of  disor- 
ders; and  when  our  Doctors  (of  the  Connecticut  troops) 
tiiought  us  unfit  for  duty,  and  not  like  to  be  any  more  this 
campaign,  we  were  sent  oH'  loTiconderoga ;  and  when  we 
came  there  we  were  viewed  by  the  head  Doctor  of  the 
Continentals  ;  we  were  viewed  by  General  Schuyler  also, 
and  such  men  as  the  Doctor  returned  sick  the  General 
damned  all  in  iieaps,  and  swore;  damned  them  for  their 
sickness,  and  said  he  would  pay  them  for  it,  and  said  they 
should  have  but  four  otmces  of  fresh  meat  a  day,  and  a 
gill  of  rice  ;  which  is  now  fulfilled  on  us,  your  poor  suf- 
fering subjects  and  soldiers.  Likewise  we  are  lorbidden 
any  spirituous  liquors  of  any  kind  ;  and  two  sentries  set  at 
the  doors,  to  prevent  any  friends  to  bring  the  least  support 
lo  us.  Our  daily  diet  is  rice  for  breakfast  and  supper, 
and  not  the  least  of  butler  or  sugar,  nor  milk,  but  the  clear 
rice  itself;  and  for  dinner  about  six  pounds  of  mutton,  with 
some  of  the  broth,  for  twenty  men,  for  subsistence,  and  a 
pound  of  bread  a  day,  which  is  all  the  support  we  can 
have.  And  now  we  humbly  beg  some  relief,  if  possible. 
The  above  is  what  we  the  subscribers  will  give  oath  to,  if 
we  are  called  to  it,  as  witness  our  hands.  There  are  sim- 
dry  oflicers  that  can  attest  to  the  same,  and  can  be  pro- 
duced if  wanted. 

Nathan  Taylor,  Scrg't.    Samuel  Spencer, 
Wilson  Nortiirup,  Thomas  Stevens, 

.loiiN  CoMSTocK,  John  Waterbuhy, 

J5illTrowbridge,  iS'tr^-'f.  Levi  Scribneh, 
Giles  jMallary,  Samuel  Bailey, 

Alran  Cole,  Simeon  Tupper, 

Thomas  .STAurt,  Jno.  Bishop, 

Heth.  1^e(  k,  Stephen  Meeker, 

James  Shaw,  Luther  Baldwin, 

Eli  Kundi.k,  Sug't.  Jommi  Clark. 

Joseph  Booth, 
To  (io\einour  Truinbull. 


.lollN   (.LOVEH  TO   GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

."Marblelioad,  October  15,  1775. 

Sir:  Tiiis  will  acquaint  you  the  two  vessels  that  the 
Captains  Broughton  and  Selman  are  to  command  are 
ready  to  take  the  troops  on  board.  The  formers  for  the 
cannon  and  swivel  cartridges  1  have  sent  to  Col.  Burbank. 
Would  it  not  be  best  that  every  man  be  furnished  with  a 
spear  or  cutlass,  and  a  pair  of  pistols,  if  to  be  had  ?  Our 
guns  are  very  unhandy  in  boarding.  I  have  procured  provi- 
sions for  the  two  vessels,  saving  four  thousand  weight  of 
bread,  which  cannot  be  had  here  but  at  the  extravagant 
price  of  thirty-two  Shillings  per  hundred  weight. 

CaiUain  Stlman  has  his  complement  of  men,  to  ten, 
which,  with  your  l^xcellency's  leave,  he  will  take  out  of 
the  Regiment.  Captain  Broughton  is  very  unwell,  but 
hope  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  bad  cold  which  he  took 
at  the  time  of  running  his  vessel  on  shore.  He  has  not 
been  able  to  recruit  a  siiii^le  man  hero:  a|)preliend  he 
may  get  his  coinplcmriil  out  of  the  Regiment,  with  vour 
Excellency's  leave. 

Tliis  morning,  six  o'clock,  saw  a  ship  coming  out  of 
llostun  :  sieired  her  course  directly  for  Marblehcad,  whicli 
alaiined  ihe  iiihabilanls  very  much.  She  came  almost  to 
the  haiboin's  mouth,  lacked  ship,  and  stood  off,  where  sl.e 
now  is,  about  one  or  two  leagues  distance. 
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I  communicated  to  my  son  your  Excellency's  intention 
(as  lianded  to  me  by  Colonel  Keecl')  of  giving  him  the 
command  of  one  of  the  vessels,  vvhicii  he  seems  much 
pleased  with  ;  ho|)e  his  conduct  will  meet  your  Excellen- 
cy's approbation  ;  he  therefore  waits  for  directions. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  JoUiN  Glover. 

To  his  Excellency  General  Washington. 


KEY.  DH.  ELEAZF.R  WHEELOCK    TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 
Daitmoutli  College,  October  15,  1775. 

May  it  PLEASE  YOUR  ExcELLKNCY  :  Presuming  the 
nature  and  importance  of  the  subject  will  apologize  for  this 
interruption,  1  make  bold  to  propose  to  you,  whether  the 
sending  an  experienced  and  well  accomplished  missionary 
into  Canada  (and  if  may  be  in  character  of  chaplain  to 
your  forces  there)  may  not  answer  very  valuable  and  good 
purposes  at  this  juncture,  viz:  to  lacilitate  and  effect  the 
union  of  that  Colony  with  the  other  Colonies  ;  and  in  case 
this  design  of  your  forces  there  should  be  successful,  make 
it  yet  more  extensive,  by  the  union  of  the  Indian  tribes 
therein,  confirm  their  friendship  to  these  Colonies,  as  well 
as  increase  it  to  this  seminary,  and  lay  tliem  under  stronger 
bonds,  by  giving  them  fresh  assurance  of  the  well-being  of 
their  children  with  me,  and  bringing  a  number  more  from 
these  and  (if  it  may  be)  from  remoter  tribes  to  this  school, 
Sic,  Sic.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ripley,  who  is  now  a  tutor  of 
this  college,  and  has  been  employed  in  several  missions, 
is  well  acquainted  with  and  is  high  in  the  affection  and 
esteem  of  several  of  those  tribes,  and  is  the  most  suitable 
man  I  know,  while  Mr.  Dean  is  otherwise  employed 
among  the  »S'/.r  Nations,  to  he  sent  on  such  an  errand  ;  is 
willing  to  undertake  it,  provided  he  may  only  be  supported 
therein. 

And  the  present  course  of  Providence  appears  so  en- 
couraging, and  the  prospects  of  his  usefulness  therein  so 
inviting,  that  I  am  near  determined  to  send  him  as  mis- 
sionary at  my  own  risk,  as  soon  as  may  be.  1  am  sorry  1 
coidd  not  have  an  opportunity  for  your  Excellency's  advice 
and  direction  in  the  affair,  before  the  season  advanced  so 
far  as  to  make  his  delay  dangerous.  However,  if  you  shall 
approve  of  it,  and  think  it  worthy  your  encouragement,  I 
shall  likely  have  an  opportunity  to  transmit  to  him,  by  the 
post,  whatever  recommendation  of  the  design,  or  instruc- 
tions, you  shall  please  to  give  him  in  the  prosecution 
thereof. 

My  heart  and  prayers  are  with  you  and  for  you  ;  and  I 
am,  honoured  Sir,  with  much  duty  and  esteem,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Eleazer  Wheei.ock. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  I  enclose  my  last  Narrative,  and  shall  endea- 
vour to  give  you  an  account  of  occurrences  since  my  last, 
as  soon  as  1  am  favoured  with  an  opportunity  and  leisure 
for  it.  

general  gage  to  lord  DARTMOUTH. 

At  Sea,  October  15,  1775. 
It  will  give  me  pleasure,  as  I  think  it  my  duty,  to  send 
jour  Lordship  every  hint  or  intelligence  that  can  be  of  use 
at  this  important  crisis;  nor  am  I  disposed  to  do  it  in  a 
secret  manner,  as  it  behooves  every  man,  in  such  times  as 
these,  to  declare  his  sentiments  openly.  People  agree, 
now,  that  there  has  been  a  scheme  for  a  revolt  from  the 
Mother  Country,  long  conceived,  between  those  who  have 
most  influence  in  the  American  councils,  which  has  been 
preparing  the  people's  minds,  by  degrees,  for  events  that 
at  first  view  they  regarded  with  horrour  and  detestation.  If 
the  Boston  Port  Bill  had  not  furnished  a  pretext  for  rebel- 
lion, something  else  would  have  brought  it  forward.  Un- 
fortunately, few  could  believe  it  possible  for  them  to  pre- 
vail with  llie  people  to  rise,  and  to  the  last  the  friends  of 
Government  assured  them  it  was  only  threats  and  menaces, 
meant  to  intimidate.  Misfortune  has  arisen  from  this  in- 
credulity ;  for  the  Rebels  have  been  prepared  to  exercise 
their  plan,  while  the  Government,  not  apprehensive  of  so 
general  a  revolt,  has  been  unprepared  to  oppose  it.  The 
conduct  of  the  leaders  on  the  19th  of  April  evinced  their 


intention  to  begin  hostilities;  and  had  they  not  commenced 
then,  they  woidd  only  have  been  deferred.  \our  Lord- 
ship has  a  perfect  idea  of  the  transactions  of  that  day, 
which  were  so  far  unlucky  as  it  put  an  immediate  stop  to 
sup[)lies  of  every  kind.  Otherwise,  our  magazines  would 
have  been  better  filled. 

1  am  convinced  that  the  promoters  of  tlie  rebellion  have 
no  real  desire  of  peace,  mdess  they  have  a  carte  blanche. 
Their  whole  conduct  has  been  one  scene  of  fallacy,  dupli- 
city, and  dissimulation,  by  which  they  have  duped  many 
well  inclined  people.  Your  Lordship  will  judge  if  the  last 
petition  of  the  Congress  to  the  King  is  to  be  relied  upon  ; 
and  yet  we  are  told  that  this  petition  was  obtained  by  the 
most  moderate  of  the  members  with  great  dilhculty,  and 
after  very  long  debate.  There  has  been  much  heat  and 
division  in  the  Congress,  and  a  jealousy  of  the  New-Eng- 
land members  ;  and  I  am  told  it  was  owing  to  jealousy  that 
Jf  ashington  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Rebel 
Army,  in  which  there  is  much  discontent.  Lee  is  neither 
respected  nor  esteemed  among  them,  though  it  is  said  that 
he  is  supported  by  the  Boston  rulers  in  opposition  to 
Washington ;  and  that  he  is  for  making  an  attack,  without 
delay,  upon  the  troops;  but  that  the  rest  think  it  too  des- 
perate an  undertaking.  The  Rebel  forces  are  well  fed, 
but  in  general  ill  clothed  and  badly  paid,  though  paper 
money  has  been  issued  to  them  lately.  The  credit  of  the 
paper  is  luivv  kept  up  by  force,  and  I  have  not  heard  that 
any  plan  has  been  fixed  upon  lo  redeem  it. 

Tliey  give  out  that  they  expect  peace  on  their  ouu 
terms,  through  the  inability  of  Britain  lo  coutL-nd  with 
them  ;  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  such  reports  gain  credit 
with  the  people,  when  letters  from  England  and  English 
newspapers  give  so  much  encouragement  to  rebellion. 
Many  people  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Rebels  will  not 
hold  together  another  year;  but,  though  the  Country  will 
be  very  greatly  distressed,  and  the  people  tired  of  the 
work,  i  will  take  the  liberty  to  say,  that  fiom  their  pre- 
sumption, arrogance,  and  encouragement  from  England, 
we  can  rely  on  nothing  but  our  force  to  procure  even  de- 
cent terms  of  peace;  and  that  if  it  was  ever  necessary  to 
obtain  peace  through  the  means  of  war,  it  is  highly  so  in 
the  present  juncture.  I  transmit  to  your  Lordshi|3  a  packet 
of  letters  that  were  picked  out  from  a  number  of  papers 
scattered  about  Cnshing's  house.  They  contain  no  intel- 
ligence of  present  transactions,  but  show  the  nature  of  the 
correspondence  that  the  two  Lees,  Dr.  Franklin,  and 
others,  kept  up  wiili  the  leatlers  of  this  rebellion. 


colonel   BENEDICT   ARNOLD   TO   COLONEL   ROGER   ENOS. 
Third  Carrying.Placc,  October  15,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  forgot  to  desire  you  lo  send  on  the  yoke 
of  oxen  to  Dead  River  as  soon  as  can  be,  as  I  intend 
killing  them  there  for  the  whole  detachment.  Your  |)ro- 
posal  in  regard  to  Mr.  North  will  be  agreeable  to  me,  if  it 
is  so  to  the  detachment ;  but  1  am  at  a  loss  whether  they 
will  be  fond  of  having  an  officer  introduced,  not  belonging 
to  the  detachment.  When  we  arrive  at  the  Dead  River, 
will  determine  that  matter,  where  you  will  hurry  as  fast  as 
possible.  There  I  design  holding  a  council  of  war,  and 
expect  particular  advice  from  Canada. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Arnold. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Enos. 

COLONEL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD  TO  COLONEL  ROGER  ENOS. 
Tbiril  Carrying.Place,  October  15,  1775. 
Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  yesterday  was  this  moment  delivered 
to  me.  I  had  just  wrote  you  in  regard  to  Mr.  North,  and 
to  forward  on  the  oxen,  Sic.  When  I  left  the  carrying 
place,  I  expected  to  have  found  some  subaltern  unwell,  who 
might  have  been  detained  with  fifteen  or  twenty  men  who 
were  feeble,  and  not  so  well  able  to  proceed,  yet  capable  of 
taking  care  of  the  sick,  provisions,  Sic.  If  none  such  is  sent 
back  before  you  leave  the  carrying  place,  you  must  order 
some  subaltern  to  remain  there,  and  have  a  batteau  at  each 
lake.  Give  him  orders  to  send  the  sick  down,  and  take  par- 
ticular care  of  the  batteaus  left  behind.  The  three  first 
divisions  have  twenty-five  days'  provision,  which  will  carry 
them  to  Chaiidiere  Fund  and  back,  where  we  shall  doubt- 
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less  have  inielligence,  and  sliall  be  able  to  inoceud  or  re- 
turn, as  shall  be°thouulit  best.  Give  the  olhcer  who  stays 
behind  orders  to  semi  down  the  river  and  sucure  the  bat- 
teaus  aflrift. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  humble  servant,        15.  Aknoi.I). 

Colonel  Roger  Eiws. 


Address  of  the  INIayor,  HaililTs,  and  Conunonally  of  the 
<'ity  of  ?/tH(7/esar,  in  Guildhall  assembled,  presented  to 
His  Majesty  by  llmnj  I'cnton  and  Lovcl  Stinikopt,  Esi]rs., 
iheir  Representatives  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  MnjcsUj. 
]\]i)st  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty 's'loyal  snbjerts,  the  Mayor,  Hnilills, 
and  Commonalty  of  your  City  of  ll'lnr/nster,  in  (iuildhall 
assembled,  impressed  with  a  due  sense  of  your  Majesty's 
royal  virtues,  and  of  the  innumerable  bles'^in^s  we  enjoy 
under  your  mild  and  auspicious  Government,  beg  leave  to 
approach  your  Majesty  with  an  humble  offer  of  our  duty, 
and  to  express  our  just  abhorrence  of  the  unnatuial  rebel- 
lion which  prevails  in  many  of  your  Majesty's  Colonies 
in  America,  too  succes-fidly  Ibnieuted  by  the  wicked 
designs  of  artful  and  ambitious  jiersons  in  that  part  of  your 
Majesty's  dominions,  and  traitorously  abetted  by  a  licen- 
tious and  disappointed  faction  at  home. 

It  would  give  your  loyal  citizens  the  most  ine\pres>ible 
satisfaction  to  find  that  the  lenient  rneasmes  adopted  (luring 
the  last  session  of  Parliament  had  so  far  influenced  the 
minds  of  such  of  our  American  fellow-subjects  who  might 
have  been  drawn  aside  from  their  duty,  as  lo  have  induced 
ihem  to  return  again  lo  their  obcdiencr,  in  imiiation  of 
that  conciliatory  spirit,  of  which  one  pari  of  the  Legislature 
bad  set  them  an  example. 

But,  Sire,  should  neither  the  moderation  which  yoiu- 
Majesty  has  ever  made  the  rule  of  your  conduct,  nor  the 
gentle  though  necessary  interposition  of  the  Legislature, 
operate  to  recall  those  deluded  ])ersons  to  a  just  sense  of 
their  allegiance,  we  rely  on  your  Majesty's  known  firmness 
and  magnanimity  for  the  prosecution  of  such  measures  as 
may  convince  all  the  world  that  we  are  not  unworthy  of 
the  blessings  we  enjoy  under  such  a  Prince  and  such  a 
Constitution,  but  that  the  supreme  legislative  authoiity  of 
this  Kingdom  is  able  to  enforce  obeilieuce  to  itself  through- 
out your  Majesty's  dominions. 

That  your  IMajesty  may  long  reign  over  a  people  as 
conspicuous  for  their  union  as  they  are  distinguished  by 
their  happiness,  is  the  fervent  prayer  of  your  loyal  citizens. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  our  connnon  seal 
to  be  hereunto  aflixe<l,  the  16ih  day  of  October,  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  your  :Majesly's  ha|)|)y  reign  over  us. 


ADOIIK.SS    OF  -rilK    TOWN    OK    DUNDEE. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Town  Council 
of  Dundee,  presented  to  His  Majesly  by  Ilcnri/  Dunihis, 
Es(].,  Lord  Advocate  in  Srotlaml,  and  Representative  in 
Pailiam.'ut  for  Elinburghshirc 

To  thr  A7;/-'s  Mo.sl  Kurlluit  Majcsli,. 
Must  (1  radons  Sovereign  : 

Filled  with  every  grateful  siiilinirnt  at  llie  recdjh'clion 
of  the  many  blessings  we  enjoyed  uiuicr  liie  mild  and  benign 
Goverinnent  of  your  Majesty's  myal  progenitors,  happy 
with  the  continuance  and  even  increase  of  these  blessings 
under  this  auspicious  reign,  we,  yovir  Majesty's  loyal  sub- 
jccts,  the  Provost,  Magistrates'  and  'Town  Council  ol' 
Duniler,  beg  leave  to  approach  the  throne  with  all  humili- 
ty, and,  at  the  same  time,  with  thnt  liviMl(im  wliicli  becomes 
a  people  whose  well  founded  bo,i-t  is.  that  they  are  sub- 
jects of  a  Prince  the  father  of  his  Country,  and  live  under 
the  most  perfect  of  human  Governments. 

It  is  with  surprise  and  wonder  we  hav.?  seen,  that  these 
high  and  distinguished  privileges  sliould  have  operated 
in  so  sti-anLio  a  manner  on  the  minds  of  your  Majesty's 
subjects  in  }^orth-Americn  ;  that  beni^niiv,  (■l.'m<-ncy,  and 
tlie  most  sacred  regard  to  om-  glorioLis  Co;i-litulion,  on  the 
part  of  your  Mnjestv,  should  have  been  returned,  by  ih.e 
deluded  people  of  tliat  Country,  with  clamours  and  com- 
plaint';  and  that  we  shovild  now  see  them  in  open   rebel- 


lion, disclaiming  the  authority  of  the  British  Leijislature, 
which  has  often  so  effectually  exerted  itself  in  their  behalf, 
and  saved  them  from   the  inevitable  ruin  that  threatened 

NVe  cannot  forbear  to  express,  in  the  sliono(!st  terms, 
our  high  disapprobation  of  a  rebellion  so  uimalural  and  un- 
provoked ;  and  to  profess  our  inviolable  attachment  to  your 
.Majesty's  person  and  Government,  and  our  resolution  of 
acting  the  part  of  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects  on  all  occasions. 

We  can  assure  your  Majesty,  that  the  measures  adopted 
in  America,  evidently  with  a  design  lo  prejudice  the  com- 
meice  o((ireat  Britain,  have  not  in  any  perceptible  degree 
injured  the  trade  of  this  Town  and  neighbourhood. 

It  is  our  sincere  and  ardent  wish,  that  the  distractions 
amongst  your  American  sidyects  may  subside,  and  [)eace, 
good  order,  and  just  dependance  upon  the  Moih.er  Country, 
he  again  restored,  without  ihe  further  eff<ision  of  human 
blood  ;  but  should  such  pleasing  ex|)ectations  fail,  we  beg 
leave  to  expiess  our  approbation  of  vigorous  and  coer- 
cive measures,  and  our  full  conviction  tiial  further  forbear- 
ance and  lenity  would  be  injurious  to  the  lionour  and 
destructive  lo  the  interests  of  every  part  of  the  British 
Empire.  And  if  such  measures  are  adopted,  we  pray  with 
unfeigned  earnestness,  that  ihe  Supreme  Disposer  of  all 
may  prosper  them,  and  give  your  Majesty  the  glory  of  re- 
establishing the  authority  of  Great  Britain  over  all  her 
Colonies. 

Signed  in  name  and  by  appoinlment  of  the  Town 
Council,  at  Dundee,  the  Kith  of  Oet.lMr,  l"3. 

Pat.  Maxwi-.i.l,  J'ruvo.'-t. 


Dov;:ii  (kf:nt  cointy,  Delaware)  committee. 

In  Committee,  October  IG.  1775. 

The  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation,  in  and 
for  Kent  County,  having  met  according  lo  appointment, 
Daniel  Varnum  appeared  before  this  Committee,  according 
to  special  notice,  to  answer  for  his,  said  Varmuns,  using 
certain  expressions  deemed  inimical  to  the  welfare  and  true 
interest  of  America. 

Whereupon  it  appearing  by  evidence,  offered  to  this 
Committee,  as  well  as  by  said  Varnunis  own  confession, 
that  he,  the  said  Daniel  Varnum,  in  speaking  of  our  pre- 
sent troubles,  declared,  "he  had  as  lief  be  under  a  tyran- 
nical King  as  a  tyrannical  Conmjonwealii,  especiallv  if  the 
d d  Presbyterians  had  the  ride  of  it.'" 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Daniel  I'arnum  be 
censured  for  bis  said  unfriendly  expression,  and  be  ordered 
to  make  publick  acknowledgmenis  for  his  said  offence. 

By  order  of  the  Committee,  the  following  concessions 
were  drawn  up,  ajiproved  of,  and  signed  b\-  the  said  Dnn- 
i,l  rarnnm: 

"  Being  conscious  that  such  language,  by  me  used,  (as 
above  set  forth,)  is  the  language  of  the  worst  of  enemies  to 
America,  and  that  it  hath  a  direct  tendency  to  injure  the 
common  cause,  in  which  all  should  be  engaged,  take  litis 
pul)rKd<  mi.'thoil  of  declaring  my  soitow^  for  tny  imprudence 
and  folly,  and  that  in  future  I  will  pay  a  strict  regard  to  the 
resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  rules  and  direc- 
tions of  the  Committees  of  said  Count}',  carefully  avoiding 
every  thing  that  has  the  least  tendency  to  violate  or  con- 

"■■'^^■"^  '''^  ^•^'"^-  "  Dame..  Va,!m:m." 


A  ir 


ijiy  ol  tlie  proce 
.  publi-hed. 
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Co 


.Mauk  .McCai.i,, 

Clerl:  of  the  Comrniitec  of  Insj/cction. 


EXrnACT   OE     A     l.ETTEIi    EifoM    A     JIEMiJER    OE    THE.   CONTI- 

Ni;Nr\i.  coM.i'.r.^s  to  his  euiend  in  vhioinia,  dated 

I'llll.ADKl.l'lll  \.   OCTOISEII    l(j,    1775. 

\\'hat  lia\f  1  read  in  the  Virginia  ]iapcrs  lo-day!  That 
an  oflicer  and  thirteen  men  went  into  the  Town  of  Norfolk 
at  noonday,  and  took  from  thence,  unopposed,  an  itdiabi- 
tant  of  the  place  and  ihe  printer's  types.  Would  this  have 
been  sulieied  in  York  1  Not  whilst  there  was  a  single  man 
living  to  defend  the  poor  captive.  O,  Sir,  did  you  but 
know  what  1  feel  upon  this  occasion,  you  would  sympathize 
with  me.  Is  it  jiossible,  says  one,  that  they  would  suffer 
such  a  thing':      ^Vhy,  you  see  it  is  possible,  says  another. 
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Colonel  Arnold's  expedition  was  not  known  at  Boston, 
but  supposed  to  be  destined  against  Halifax.  Beef  at 
Boston  was  nine  pence  sterling  per  pound,  mutton  a  quar- 
ter of  a  dollar,  and  bills  of  exchange  sold  at  twenty  per 
cent,  iliscount. 


for  they  have  sutTered  it.  Well,  says  a  third,  I  would  not 
have  such  a  disgrace  upon  my  Colony  for  the  whole  world. 
Can  you  conceive  a  more  unhappy  state  for  a  man  of  feel- 
ings ?  A  man  who  has  the  honour  of  his  Country  at  heart? 
I  tell  them  that  the  chief  of  the  inhabitants  are  Tories: 
Then  why  do  you  suffer  such  wretches  to  stay  among  you  ? 

All,  why  do  we  suffer  them,  indeed  !  It  would  not  be 
j>ormitted  in  any  other  Colony  on  the  Continent,  I  am  con- 
vinced ;  but  what  are  we  to  do  ?  The  bulk  of  the  inhabitants 
oi  Norfolk  is  composed  of  natives  of  North  Britain;  and 
all  the  world  knows  that  the  late  Virginia  Convention 
have  expressly  exempted  those  men  from  the  service  of 
defending  their  Country,  or,  rather,  they  have  granted 
them  a  privilege  of  doing  all  the  mischief  imaginable  to 
the  common  cause  of  America.  They  say  it  is  inhuman, 
it  is  cruel,  it  is  barbaious,  to  make  them  take  arms  against 
their  countrymen.  Poor,  mean  tools  of  despotism  !  Brutus 
condemned  his  sons  to  death,  because  they  supported 
tyranny;  and  Timoleon  slew  his  brother,  because  he  was  a 
tyrant  ;  but  if  tliese  examples  of  patriotism  are  of  too  old  a 
date  for  them  to  follow,  let  them  look  at  many  brave  men, 
both  English  and  Scotchmen,  now  on  the  Continent,  who 
have  most  ardently  embarked  in  the  common  cause  of  free- 
dom and  mankind.  They  feel  no  shocks  to  humanity,  but, 
warmed  with  the  spirit  of  liberty,  are  ready  to  plunge  the 
dagger  into  a  tyrant  brother. 

It  is  high  time  for  the  Test  Act  to  make  its  appearance 
among  us.  It  is  highly  proper  that  the  worthy  natives  of 
Britain  should  be  distinguished  from  the  others,  and  that 
every  man  should  have  the  choice  of  joining  us  or  not ; 
but  it  is  also  reasonable,  that  those  who  will  not  join  us 
should  be  forthwith  sent  out  of  the  Country;  for  who  can 
tiust  a  man  in  his  neighbourhood  whose  principles  are 
avowedly  against  the  liberties  of  the  |)eople  ?  It  rerjuires  no 
great  gilt  of  |)rophecy  to  foretell,  that  if  such  men  are  suffer- 
ed to  live  among  us,  whether  natives  of  North  or  of  South 
Britain,  or  of  our  own  (Country,  our  plans  and  operations 
must  forever  be  betrayed,  which,  in  all  ])robability,  will 
prove  the  downfall  of  I'irginin.  But  there  is  another  rea- 
son for  the  lapid  progress  which  Lord  Dunmore  makes  in 
and  about  Norfolk.  Without  regular  forces  to  support 
them,  without  Minute-Men,  and  the  Militia  but  badly  arm- 
ed, what  are  the  poor,  wretched  inhabitants  to  do?  Thev 
must  either  submit  to  the  military  government  of  Lord 
Dunmore,  or  suffer  the  miseries  of  imprisonment  and  the 
lo-s  of  property.  Five  thousand  regular  forces,  with  a  few 
horse,  would  have  prevented  the  disgrace  of  Norfolk  and 
I'rinccss  Anne,  and,  perhaps,  of  the  whole  lower  country. 
Those  men  arc  weak  politicians  who  would  sacrifice  a  wide 
extended  coast  to  the  mean  consideration  of  saving  a  little 
publick  money.  

I'liii.i(lil|.!iia.  Oi-U.bi-r  '35,   1775.  J-   VOUNO   TO    OOVEKNOUR  TRUMBl'LL. 

On   JSlomhnj   morning,   the    l{5lh   instant,   the    transpoi't  Albany,  OcIoIxt  16,  1775, 

ship.  Captain  Hastings,  o(  London,  bound  from  Boston  for  Honoureo  Sir  :   Some  lime  about  the  2Sth  or  .'50th  of 

New-York,  with  seventeen  seamen,   a   Captain  Duncan  July  last,  General  Montgomery  gave  orders   to   Captain 

Campbell,  a  Lieutenant  Sims,  a  recruiting  Sergeant  and  Elisha  Phelps,  to  take  care  of  the  sick  belonging  to  the 

fifteen  or  twenty  ragamuffin  fellows,  that  had  ran  from  Neiv-  Northern  forces,  and  furnish  them  with  such  articles  as  the 

Y'ork  and  listed,  who  acted  as  marines  on  board,  ran  ashore  Doctor  who  attended  them  might  judge  necessary  ;  and  as 

on  Briganline  Beach,  near   Egg  Harbour  where  she  is  all  that  had   fallen  sick  were   put  under  my  care,  he  sent 

lost.     The  seamen  and  marines   were  secured  soon  after  them  to  mc  as  they  came,  and  I  have  taken  care  of  them 

their  coming  on  shore,  and  conducted  to  this  City,  where  since  that  time;  and  as  no  hospital  had  been  provided,  Mr. 

the  seamen  are  set  at  liberty,  but  the  marines  are  properly  Phelps  put  them  into  private  houses  and  taverns,  where  he 

secured.     Captain   Campbell,    Lieutenant   Sims,  and  one  could  get  them  in,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  Shillings  per  week. 

Cameron,  (who  it  appears  were  to  land  at  New-  York,  to  After  some  time,  1  made  application  to  Col.   Ian  Schaick 

list  what  men  they  could,  by  large  jironiises  of  confiscated  for  a  place  for  the  sick,  who  ordered  me  to  take  possession 

'  nd,  which  ho  never  could  fulfil,  get  them  on   board  the  of  the  fort  for  an  ho-pital,  which  I  did  upon  the   16th  of 


JOSEPH    SOOY  S    .WKIDAVIT. 

County  o/'BuRLiNGTo.N',  Nf.w-Jersey,  ^5, 

The  examination  o(  Joseph  Sooy,  Jun.,  o(  Little  Egg 
Harbour,  of  the  County  aforesaid,  taken  on  oath,  this  2i3d 
day  of  October,  1775,  is  as  follows,  viz: 

That  on  the  16tli  of  this  instant  October,  he  was  going  up 
the  Little  Egg  Harbour  River  to  engage  a  craft  to  bring 
him  some  fire  wood,  and  he  perceived  a  vessel  on  shore 
on  Briganline  Beach;  upon  which  he  immediately  went 
down  to  her,  and  went  on  board  her,  inquired  of  the  peo- 
ple on  board  where  she  came  from  ;  and  was  told  by  a 
person  (who  he  since  understands  is  one  Captain  Campbell, 
that  the  ship  was  from  Newcastlc-on-Tyne,  had  very  little 
lading  in,  except  ballast;  that  the  said  Campbell  told  him 
they  were  bound  to  New-York,  and  that  the  day  before 
they  came  on  shore,  they  weie  by  their  reckoning  seventy 
leagues  distant  from  the  land,  and  upon  that  accoimt  were 
careless  about  sounding.  That  he  perceived  a  great  many 
people  on  hoard,  and  inquired  what  they  were;  and  was 
told  they  were  passengers,  coming  to  settle  in  America. 
That  as  none  of  the  people  had  any  regimentals  on,  and  he 
did  not  perceive  any  arms  or  anmiunition,  he  had  no  sus- 
picion they  were  officers  or  soldiers.  And  that  the  said 
Campbell  told  him  he  was  a  part  owner  of  the  vessel,  and 
wanted  to  go  to  Neiu-  York,  where  he  had  a  considerable 
tract  of  land,  and  pressed  this  defionent  to  assist  him  in 
procuring  a  small  vessel  or  vessels,  to  take  what  they  could 
save  out  of  the  wreck;  and  he  promised  to  do  it,  and  sign- 
ed a  letter  to  one  Captain  Grant,  (which  was  wrote  by  a 
jjcrson  who  he  since  understands  to  be  Lieutenant  Sims,) 
desiring  the  assistance  of  Grant  and  his  vessel,  to  help  the 
said  Campbell  to  secure  his  eftects,  and  convey  them  to 
Neiv-York,  firmly  believing  him  to  be  a  distressed  mer- 
chant, and  not  an  enemy  to  this  Country.  Tliat  the  said 
Campbell,  Sims,  and  a  person  who  he  is  informeil  is  named 
Cameron,  went  in  his  boat  away  from  the  inlet,  with  IVil- 
liam  Siibbs  and  Thomas  Skinner,  without  his,  the  depo- 
nent's, knowledge,  privity,  or  consent,  and  that  he  hath  not 
received  any  bribe,  hire,  or  reward,  nor  hath  he  the  promise 
of  any  reward  whatsoever,  from  any  person  or  persons,  to 
convey  away  the  said  Campbell,  Sims,  and  Cameron,  in  a 
private  or  clandestine  manner. 


rn  be  fire 


Joseph  Soot,  Ji 
.Joseph  Reed,  Justice  of  Pea 


Asia,  and  then  transport  them  to  Boston,)  left  the  ship  in 
a  small  boat,  pat  into  a  place  called  Cranberry  Inlet,  but 
being  pursued,  wore  seized  on  board  a  sloop  in  which  they 
had  taken  their  passage  for  New- York.  It  is  said,  before 
they  quitted  the  ship,  they  threw  overboard  several  p 


August,  and  have  since  kept  the  greatest  number  of  them 
there.  Upon  the  23d  of  September  I  received  an  order, 
which  came  from  General  Schuyler,  to  make  a  return  of  all 
the  sick  that  were  in  a  situation  to  be  removed,  to  Colonel 
Fan  Schaick,  that  they  might  be  sent  home  ;  after  whicd 


of  cannon  belonging  to  the  vessel,  sixty  muskets,  and  two  time  m:my  have  returned  fro:n  the  posts  above,  some  dis- 
charged, and  some  not,  unahle  to  pass  on,  being  quite  sick, 
and  destitute  of  money.  1  have  advise-d  with  Colonel  Fan 
S-huick,  (who  is  a  very  worthy  gentle, nan,)  and  with  the 
Commissaries,  who  wore  all  of  opinion  tliat  they  should  be 
taken  care  of;  which  I  have  done.  .Not>viihsiHnding  all, 
our  conduct  is  found  fa'ilt  '.vith.  Mr.  Phelps  is  blamed  for 
greeing  with  the  wagoners  for  throe  Pounds  ten  Shillings, 


and  a  half  barrels  of  powder.  The  vessel  left  Boston  the 
5th  of  October,  in  company  with  a  twenty  gun  ship  and 
one  transport,  with  some  troops,  bound  for  Halifax.  No 
other  ship  of  war  or  troops  had  sailed.  General  Gage 
was  to  sail  in  a  day  or  two,  in  a  merchant  ship  of  sixteen 
guns.  The  Forty-Eighth  and  Fiftieth  Regiments  being 
greatly  reduced,  the  privates  are  incorporated   into  other 


Regiment^,  and  their  olliccrs  going  home.     The  object  of    to  take  a  load  from  Albany  to  the  lake,  and   twelve  Shi 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  m.  G8 
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lings  per  week,  for  tlie  lodging,  diet,  kc,  of  the  sick  ; 
ihoiigli  I  am  told  that  three  Pounds  ten  Shillings  has  been 
a  standing  price  for  riding  a  load  from  Albany  to  the  lake, 
and  is  jjafd  by  the  otiier  Commissaries  ;  and  the  accustom- 
ed price  for  the  board  of  a  sick  person,  per  week,  I  well 
know  to  be  from  sixteen  to  twenty  Shillings,  as  1  have  ino- 
cidated  many,  and  never  had  any  boarded  under  sixteen. 
After  what  I  have  said,  I  need  not  tell  you  that  1  think 
matters  are  conducted  in  an  uncertain,  fluctuating  manner. 
I  would  therefore  crave  your  Honour's  particular  instruc- 
tions relative  to  the  Cuniucticut  forces  that  are  under  my 
care,  or  that  may  stand  in  need  of  medical  aid  in  passing 
iliis  place. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  due  respect,  your   Honour's  obedient 
humble  servant,  j^^    Yor.Ni; 

To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq. 

N.  15.  Crneral   IVuosUr  has  left  the  sick  of  his   Regi- 


.;or.oNi;i,  joseimi   rkf.i)  to  colonel  John   glover  and 

STEPMKN  JIOYLAN. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  October  10,  177.'). 

(it;NTLEML;N  :  Col.  Glover's  letter  of  the  15th  iiist.  came 
safe  to  hand.  Captain  Broughton  and  Captain  Sclman 
have  their  orders,  and  must  be  immediately  despatched. 
The  jirice  you  mention  for  bread  is  monstrous  ;  but  there 
must  be  no  delay.  If  the  flour  is  not  come  in  from  Ports- 
mouth, you  must  do  as  well  as  you  can  ;  but  if  it  is,  we 
hope  you  need  not  submit  to  such  terms.  I^et  the  agent 
lake  care  to  reserve  a  suitable  quantity  for  the  vessels,  when 
ii  does  arrive.  Captain  Glover  will  have  the  seventh  ves- 
.-.el  (itied  out,  but  the  General  fears  he  is  too  young  ;  he 
has  agreed  to  bo  second  in  command  under  Manley,  for  a 
little  time.  The  experience  he  will  gain  will  enable  him 
lo  take  the  first  command  afterwards  with  more  honour. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  yours,  Sic, 

Joseph   Reed. 
'I'd  Col.  J.  Glover  and  .S".  jMoijlan,  Emj.,  MarbUhcad. 


GENEIIAI.    WASHINGTON  TO   CAPT.    NICHOLSON    liliOrGHTON. 

[Adililion.il  Instructions.] 

IlMcl-yuartors,  Ocloli-r  Hi,  177 J. 

Silt  :  The  honourable  Continental  Congress  having  re- 
ceived intelligenre  that  two  north  country  brigantines,  of 
no  force,  sailed  from  England  some  time  ago  for  (^ucbeik, 
laden  with  six  thousand  stands  of  arms,  a  large  fjuantily  of 
powder,  and  other  stores,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  make 
hII  possible  despatch  for  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  there 
to  take  such  a  station  as  will  best  enable  you  to  intercept 
the  above  vessels. 

•i'\.  You  are  also  to  seize  and  take  any  other  trans|)orts, 
laden  with  men,  ammunition,  clothing,  or  other  stores,  for 
the  use  of  the  Ministerial  Army  or  Navy  in  America,  and 
secure  them  in  surli  places  as  may  be  most  safe  and  con- 
venient. 

:?(1.  The  other  armed  schooner,  named  the  Lynch,  and 
connnanded  by  Captain  Sehnan,\s  to  be  imderyour  genera! 
command  ;  but  you  are  to  advise  and  concert  with  him  the 
))roper  station  and  the  proper  time  to  continue  this  service. 
Ith.  Von  are  lo  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  discover 
uiiclhcr  the  above  vessels  have  ))assed  by;  if  they  have, 
\ou  arc  iKii  lo  iMtui-n,  h;it  keep  the  station  as  long  as  the 
siasnn  will  aihiiii.  As  ilicic!  is  a  great  jirobability  that 
(-^urbn'k  will  lall  into  our  liaiuls  in  a  very  short  time,  it 
may  he  expected  thai  noi  only  ihe  above  ordnance  vessels, 
but' others  from  (-luehrcl:  and'  Monlnal,  may  rome  down 
and  fall  into  our  hands. 

oth.  As  there  may  be  men  of  uar  at  j\nrfnuuillai:,l, 
you  are  so  to  conduct  as  to  prment  heini:  ili-roviTcd  hy 
them,  or  any  intelligence  given  ol'  your  siailim. 

Gth.  Whatever  vessels  you  may  meet,  bound  in  or  out 
of  the  River  St.  Laivrcncc,  which  you  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve are  in  the  service  of  the  Ministerial  Army,  or  con- 
veying any  stores  to  them,  of  provisions,  or  of  any  other 
nature,  you  are  to  endeavour  to  seize,  though  they  should 
not  be  transports  regularly  engaged  bv  Government. 

7lli.  For  your  encoura^eln('lU,  and  that  of  the  oliic^rs 
and  uiun  under  sour  counnand,   vou  «ill  receive  one  third 


part  of  the  value  of  any  prizes  you  may  take,  as  well  mili- 
tary stores  as  the  bulls  of  such  vessels,  nothing  being  ex- 
cepted but  the  wearing  apparel  and  private  stock  of  the 
Captains  and  other  officers  and   passengers  of  such  prizes. 

bth.  Should  you  meet  with  any  vessel,  the  property  of 
the  inhabitants  ol  Canada,  not  employed  in  any  respect  in 
the  service  of  the  Ministerial  Army,  you  are  lo  treat  such 
vessel  with  all  kindness,  and  by  no  means  sulier  them  to 
be  injured  or  molested. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  \Vashington. 
To  Captain  Nicholson  Drovs^hlon. 


Hi-ad.Quurtcrs,  October  lU,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  honourable  Continental  Congress  having  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  two  north  country  brigantines,  of 
no  force,  sailed  from  England  some  time  ago,  for  (-^uebeclc. 
laden  with  six  thousand  stands  of  arms,  a  large  quantity  of 
powder,  and  other  stores,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  make 
all  possible  despatch  for  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  there 
to  take  such  a  station  as  will  best  enable  you  to  intercept 
the  above  vessels. 

•id.  You  are  also  to  seize  and  take  any  other  transports 
laden  with  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  or  other  stores,  for 
the  use  of  the  Ministerial  Army  or  Navy  in  America,  and 
secure  them  in  such  places  as  may  be  most  safe  and  con- 
venient. 

;3d.  You  are  to  consider  Captain  Broughton  as  your 
Commodore,  and  to  keep  company  with  him  till  you  arrive 
at  the  pro])er  station.  You  are  to  consult  together  upon 
the  proper  places  to  cruise,  your  signals,  Sic,  and  to  agree 
upon  the  pro()er  time  to  continue  this  service. 

4tb.  You  are  to  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  discover 
whether  the  above  vessels  have  passed  by  ;  if  they  have, 
you  are  not  to  return,  but  keep  the  station  as  long  as  the 
season  will  admit.  As  there  is  a  great  probability  that 
(^uebeck  will  fall  into  our  hands  in  a  very  short  time,  it 
may  he  expected  that  not  only  the  above  ordnance  vessels, 
but  others  from  (-^iicbick  and  Montreal,  may  come  down 
and  fall  into  our  hands. 

5tli.  As  tlu?re  may  be  men  of  war  at  \ewfoundland, 
you  are  so  to  conduct  as  to  |)revent  being  discovered  by 
them,  or  any  intelligence  given  of  your  station. 

Glh.  Whatever  vessels  you  may  meet,  bound  in  or  out 
of  the  Riv:'r  St.  Lawrence,  which  you  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve are  in  the  service  of  the  Ministerial  Army,  or  con- 
veying any  stores  to  them  of  provisions,  or  of  any  other 
nature,  you  are  to  endeavour  to  seize,  though  they  should 
not  be  transports  regularly  engaged  hy  Government. 

7th.  For  your  encouragement,  and  that  of  the  officers 
and  men  under  your  command,  you  will  receive  one  third 
part  of  the  value  of  any  prizes  you  may  take,  as  well  mili- 
tary stores  as  the  hulls  of  such  vessels,  nothing  being  ex- 
cepted hut  the  wearing  apparel  and  private  stock  of  the 
Captain,  other  oflicers,  and  passengers  of  such  prizes. 

Mil).  Shoukl  you  meet  with  any  vessel,  the  property  of 
till'  iidialiiianis  of  Caiiaila,  not  employed  in  any  respect  in 
ill''  siiMcc  of  til.-  Miiiistrrial  Army,  you  are  to  treat  such 
vcssfl  uiih  all  kindness,  and  by  no  means  sufier  them  to 
bo  injniod  or  molested. 

1  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c.,  Geohgi;  Washington. 

To  Cantaln  .fohn  Stlinan. 


i;i.Nt:ii,\i,  (iUEKM:  to  (^ovEUNorit  wakd. 

I'rcjspci-l.ll.ll,  Orlob.r  Hi,  177j. 

it  L'is'.'S  ir.i'  great  pleasui'c  lo  hear  that   the   troops   from 

Jihndc-Islnnd  sland  as  high  in  puhlick  esteem  as  the  troops 

of  the  nei'^hbouring  Colonics.      I   have  spared  no  pains, 

ni'iht  or  day,  to  teach   them  their  duty.      How  (;ir  1   have 

to  his  Excellency  lo  say.    Col.  I'lirnum 


d,  I 


and  C'ol.  Hitchcock  are  excellent  disciplinarians 

knows  nothing  about  it,  and  never  will. 

With  regard  to  paying  the  troops  ))art  of  their  wage;, 
and  the  Committee  part,  it  will  be  productive  of  a  multi- 
tnrle  of  inconveniences.  The  Colonels  can  retain  part  of 
their  wages  for  their  families  at  home  ;  the  ])eople  may 
give  orders  to  those  who  supply  their   lamilies,   to  receive 
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it.  Tliis  will  give  less  tiissalisfaction,  ami  answer  every 
salutary  purpose.  A  man  from  each  Town  or  County  may 
untlertake  to  supply  the  families  of  those  that  are  engaged 
in  the  Army.  The  Colonels  are  the  best  judges  of  the 
prudence  and  good  economy  of  their  soldiers  ;  those  who 
behave  well,  and  make  a  prudent  use  of  their  money,  want 
no  agent,  for  they  will  receive  monthly  payments,  and  such 
parts  as  they  can  spare  fur  the  support  of  their  families 
can  easily  be  conve)ed  home.  As  the  Iroops  are  consi- 
dered Continental,  and  not  Colonial,  there  must  he  some 
systematical  plan  for  their  payment,  without  any  reference 
to  any  particular  Colonies  ;  otherwise,  they  will  be  partly 
Continental  and  part  Colonial. 

His  Excellency  has  a  great  desire  to  banish  every  idea 
of  local  attachments.  It  is  next  to  impossible  lo  unhinge 
the  prejudices  that  people  have  for  places  and  things  which 
they  have  long  been  connected  with.  But  the  fewer  of 
those  local  attachments  which  discover  themselves  in  our 
plan  for  establishing  the  Army,  the  more  satisfactory  it  must 
be  to  the  Southern  people.  For  my  part,  I  feel  the  cause, 
and  not  the  place.  I  would  as  soon  go  to  Tirginin  as  stay 
here.  I  can  assure  the  gentlemen  to  the  southward,  tliat 
there  coidd  not  be  any  thing  more  abhorrent  to  .  .  .  .  , 
tlian  an  union  of  these  Colonies  for  the  purpose  of  conquer- 
ing those  of  the  South. 

The  pay  and  provision  of  the  troojis  cannot  i)e  lowered 
at  present  ;  they  do  not  feel  themselves  under  a  necessity 
to  enter  the  service  for  the  support  of  themselves  and  fami- 
lies, and,  therefore,  would  refuse  to  enlist  again.  This 
might  produce  a  recess  at  the  termination  of  their  present 
enlistment,  which  would  be  dangerous  to  the  libeities  of 
America.  At  some  future  period,  if  the  peojile  are  obliged 
to  resort  to  the  Army  for  employment,  such  a  measure 
might  be  prudent  and  practical,  but  by  no  means  at  pre- 
sent. 

Tlie  Committee  from  the  Congress  arrived  last  evening, 
and  I  had  the  honour  to  be  introduced  to  that  very  great 
man.  Doctor  FranlcUn,  whom  I  viewed  with  silent  admi- 
ration during  the  whole  evening.  Attention  watched  his 
lips,  and  conviction  closed  his  jicriods.  Colonel  Harris  is 
a  very  facetious,  good  humoured,  sensible,  spirited  gentle- 
man ;  he  ap|)ears  to  be  calculated  for  military  employment. 
Mr.  Lynch  was  inuch  iatigued,  and  said  but  little,  but  ap- 
|ieared  sensible  in  his  inquiries  and  observations.  You  may 
depend  upon  our  paying  the  gentlemen  every  mark  of  re- 
spect and  attention  duiing  their  stay. 

I  had  the  pleasme  to  hear  from  your  son,  Samuel,  the 
2(iih  of  Stptember;  he  was  at  Fort  Western;  just  going  to 
set  oft"  on  their  joiuney,  all  in  health  and  good  spirits.  I 
had  the  same  apprehensions  with  regard  to  Samuel's  health 
and  strength  to  endure  the  fatigues  of  such  a  campaign,  as 
you  had.  I  advised  him  to  decline  it  ;  but  the  heat  of 
youth,  and  the  thirst  of  glory,  surmounted  every  obstacle, 
and  rendered  reasoning  vain,  and  persuasion  fruitless.  Col. 
Christoj)her  Greene  is  gone  with  him  ;  his  going  made  me 
the  more  readily  consent  to  your  son's  going.  I  gave  the 
Colonel  a  particular  charge  to  lend  him  a  helping  hand  in 
every  case  of  difliculty,  and  he  promised  that  liisaid  never 
should  be  wanting. 

By  several  letters  from  Qucbeck,  things  wear  a  promis- 
ing appearance  there.  If  the  expedition  succeeds,  and  we 
get  possession  of  Canada,  we  shall  effectually  shut  the  back 
door  against  them  ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  of  keeping  them 
from  entering  at  the  front.  You  may  depend  on  my  influ- 
ence to  obtain  Charles  a  commission  in  the  new  establish- 
ment. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    FREEHOLDERS    OF    THE     SHIRE    OF 
ARGYLE. 

Address  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  Shire  of  yi)-n-i//f.  pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty  liy  Colonel  Livingston,  their  lle- 
piesentative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  Shire  of 
.Vkgyle. 
We,  whose  predecessors  suffered  early  and  greatly  in  the 
cause  of  liberty,  and  who  are  persuaded  it  is  our  greatest 
interest,  as  well  as  honour  and  duty,  on  every  proper  oc- 
casion, lo  exert  ourselves  in  its  defence,  judge  it  now  in- 


cumbent upon  us  to  express  our  sense  of  the  blessings  wo 
enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  mild  and  constitutional  Gov- 
ernment ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  declare  our  abhorrence 
of  the  unnatural  rebellion  of  our  deluded  fellow-subjects  in 
America,  which,  we  apprehend,  is  encouraged  and  foment- 
ed by  several  discontented  and  turbulent  persons  at  home. 

Permit  us,  therefore,  to  express  our  earnest  wishes,  that 
the  measures  adopted  by  the  wisdom  of  the  Nation  ma) 
be  vigoiously  prosecuted  by  your  Majesty,  till  faction  and 
rebellion  are  brought  to  yield  due  obedience  to  the  decrees 
of  the  Legislature,  without  which  our  invaluable  Govern- 
ment can  never  be  said  to  subsist  ;  and  we  beg  leave  lo 
assure  your  Majesty,  that,  in  support  of  such  measures,  v\e 
are  ready  to  risk  our  lives  and  forlimes. 

Signed  in  name,  presence,  and  by  apiwintment  of  the 
meeting.  Robert  CAMfUELi,,  I'rasis. 

Iiiverary,  ( tctolKT  IT,  1775. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  AND  TOWN  OF  AUUNDEE. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
Borough  and  Town  of  Arundel,  in  the  County  of  Sussex. 
presented  to  His  Majesty  by  George  Lewis  A'tw/iAnm, 
Esq.,  one  of  their  Representatives  in  Parliament. 
To  the  King's  Most  Eicellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Lt- 
habitants  of  the  Borough  and  Town  o/' Arundi.i,. 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Mayor,  Aklerinen,and  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  and  Town 
oi  Arundel,  impressed  with  the  liveliest  sense  of  the  bless- 
ings we  have  enjoyed  during  your  mild  and  equitable  reign, 
and  struck  w  iih  horrour  at  the  unnatural  and  daring  rebellion 
into  which  your  Majesty's  infatuated  American  Colonics 
have  suffered  themselves  to  be  deluded,  respectfully  beg 
leave  to  approach  the  throne,  with  the  warmest  assurances 
of  our  fidelity  and  allegiance. 

At  a  time  when  your  Majesty's  sovereign  rights,  the 
authority  of  Parliament,  and  the  natural  ties  which  ought  to 
bind  your  Majesty's  extensive  Dominions  in  a  band  of  union, 
are  traitorously  set  at  naught,  it  becomes  the  dmy  of  all  gooil 
subjects  to  vie  with  each  other  in  supporting  the  dignity  of 
the  throne  and  the  Legislature  of  Great  Britain,  with  ihcir 
lives  and  fortunes. 

We  therefore,  with  all  humility,  assure  your  IMajesty, 
that  though  many  corporate  Towns  may  surpass  this  Bo- 
rough in  point  of  opulence,  none  can  surpass  it  in  steady 
and  determined  attachment  to  your  royal  person,  in  zeal 
for  the  Constitution,  or  in  wishes  that  the  Crown  of  these 
realms  may  be  transmitted,  undiminished  in  lustre  or  in 
power,  to  the  latest  descendants  of  a  King  who  has  paid 
so  just  and  eqiial  an  attention  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  to 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  and  to  the  libeities  and 
happiness  of  his  people. 

Given  under  the  common  seal  of  Arundel,  and  signed 
bv  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Inhabitants,  this  17tli  d^iv  of 
October.  1775. 


ADDRI;SS    of   the     magistrates    and   INHAUirANTS    OF   THE 
ISLAND    OF   GUERNSEY. 

Address  of  the  Lieutenant-Governour,  the  Bailift'  and 
Jurats  of  the  Royal  Court,  the  Dean  and  Clergy,  and 
other  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Island  o{  Gutrnseij,  jjre- 
sented  to  His  Majesty  by  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Jef'en/ 
Amherst,  Knight  of  the  Bath. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

\Vc,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Lieutenant-Governour,  the  Bailiff  and  Jurats  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's Royal  Court,  the  Dean  and  Clergy,  and  other  ]irin- 
cipal  Inhabitants  of  your  Majesty's  Island  of  Guernsey, 
impressed  with  the  deepest  concern  to  see  so  great  a  part 
of  our  fellow-subjects  in  your  extensive  Dominions  of 
ISorth- America,  so  far  deluded  and  lost  to  the  sense  of  a 
just  and  legal  dependance  on  your  Majesty's  auspicious 
Government,  as  to  forego,  by  an  unwarrantable  and  crimi- 
nal resistance  to  the  constitutional  legislative  authority  of 
your  realms,  that  prosperity  and  hap.piness  which  they,  in 
common  with  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  Europe,  so  fully 
enjoyed,  humbly  beg  leave  to  assure  your  sacred  Majesiv. 
that  however  we  may  he  moved,  b)  sentiments  of  huinanilV 
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to  lament  llieir  follv  and  blindness,  we  shall  ever  abhor 
and  detest  sucii  atrocious  atteini)ts  lo  subvert,  under  your 
auspicious  sway,  tiie  mildest  and  best  of  Governments. 

The  wisdom'  and  justice  of  your  Majesty's  counsels,  ever 
since  your  Majesty's  happy  accession  to  the  throne,  have 
been  so  conspicuous,  that  we  look  forward  with  confidence 
and  well-grounded  ho])es,  that  the  same  just,  prudent,  and 
vigorous  measures  wliich  liave  so  happily  distinguished 
your  Majesty's  reign,  on  the  most  difiicult  occasions,  will, 
on  this,  bring  the  seditious  and  rebellious  chiefs,  and  their 
adherents,  to  a  peaceable  and  thiliful  submission  ;  teach 
llieni  that  a  state  of  independence  is  a  stale  of  anarchy  and 
confusion,  and  therefore  full  of  calamities  ;  that  their  oun 
and  Country's  importance  and  prosperity  solely  depend  on 
the  protection  oi  Great  Britain;  that  lo  leave  them  to 
themselves  would  be  leaving  them,  as  in  the  times  of  an- 
cient unsettled  States,  a  prey  to  their  own  civil  broils,  and 
the  victims  of  wicked  and  ambitious  men  ;  that  to  return 
to  their  allegiance  to  your  Majesty,  and  due  submission  to 
the  laws,  is  their  only  happiness,  and  their  only  title  lo 
}our  Majesty's  clemency.  iVlay  your  Majesty,  by  their 
unfeigned  repentance,  and  sincere  return  to  their  duty  and 
loyalty,  soon  liave  occasion  to  exert,  in  llieir  favour,  that 
benign  appanage  of  ro)al  autlioriiy,  and  which  your  Ma- 
jesty has  at  all  times  so  cheerfully  extended  to  the  impru- 
dent and  unfortunate. 

]iul  as  the  allaimnent  of  that  desirable  end  must  be 
much  accelerated  by  the  hearty  concurrence  of  your  laith- 
lul  subjects  at  home,  to  the  wisdom  of  your  Majesty's  mea- 
sures, we  deem  it  our  indispensable  duty,  in  so  important  a 
circumstance,  humbly  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  fidelity 
and  loyalty  to  your  Majesty,  and  of  our  zeal,  affection,  and 
film  atiachment  lo  your  royal  person,  family,  and  Govern- 
ment, in  support  of  which  we  shall  ever  be  nady  to  sac- 
rifice every  thing  we  hold  most  dear. 

That  your  Majesty  may  long  reign  over  a  free,  dutiful, 
and  happy  people,  and  that  your  royal  sceptre  may  regu- 
larly descend  lo  your  august  line,  to  the  end  of  lime,  is  the 
sincere  prayer  of,  may  it  please  your  sacred  Majesty,  your 
Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  most  faithful  subjects. 

FaIILUS  yEwiLIUS  lKVIN(i, 

Lieut.  Governour. 


>;i:W-YOUK    COMMITTEE. 
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VVii.i,.  Le  M.Mici 

naililf. 

f,\W.   FlOTT, 

Daniel  De  Lim.e, 
.J.  G.  St.  Geou<:e, 
1).  L.  Make, 

Chahi.es  Andfots, 
R.  De  Reavoiu, 
Nicholas  Dohri'.f,, 
Nini.  Rksekson, 
1'eter  De  .)r-.i;si:v, 
lliKZEi.  Le  Makchant, 

King's  Procuror. 
1'etek  Cot^TAHT,  King's 

Uchgair  Cowptrolkr. 
.Jean  Gdssi-.i.in,  Prccot 

(lu  Hoi. 

.Jos  II.  GoSS  EI. I  N,(l' rf^/UT. 

J.  Mduiaas,  Serjeant. 
E.  Ckksimv,  Ihnn. 
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(ioi'NoN  De  I'radon, 

Jueli  iir  de  St. Andre. 
Fkan.  \'y.vis,iMini^tre. 
.).C.nv.n^E}.,Ministre. 
R .  M  A  uTi  N  E A V , Min i.stre. 
Emeric  DeSt.  Fai.mas, 

Ministre. 
VVm.  Doiikee,  Clerk. 
James  De  Havii.i.am). 

Lieut,  in  the  Navij. 
John  Rivuike, 
ULTUW-Y,  October  17,  1775. 


John  WAi:GH,/n/c  Lieut. 
ofGXst  Regiment. 

Rois't  Forret  Le  .AI ar- 
ch ant. 

J  \MEs  IliBKRT,  Jin., 

(iKORCE    LeKEUVRE,   Col . 

John  Le  M  esirier, 
Col.  of  the  Blue. 

John  Carey,  Jlin., 

John  La  Serre, 

Fkter  Dorree, 

Thomas  Smith,  Captain 
of  Invalids. 

James  INairn,  Lieut. 

William  Reade,  Lieut. 

James  AnEAU,  Lieut. 

.1.  Jenkinson,  L'n4?_i,'-(i. 

Thomas  Cauey, 

John  Cornelius, 

Feter  Ui'bert, 

Thomas  Andros, 

Solomon  Lai.'ca, 

I'ktkr  r.E  C(,.<1, 

\Vll.l,^^^l    Cm   TART, 

J:. UN  Li:  ALmmiiant, 
Lii  nil  nant-  Colonel. 

Tikis.  Le  Marchant, 
Lii  ulniant- Colonel  of 
the  Bed. 

Ei.isHA  Le  Mauchant, 

.'oiiN  (m'.orce  Harris, 
King's  Herein: r-  G  n'l. 

William  Brock, 

Daniel  Watkins, 

Henry  Brock, 

1'eter  Bonamv, 

iViCHOLAS  De  I>isle, 

William  Le  Mestrier, 

John  l^oLiiEK. 
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Via  Hum.-, 

Mr.  I,ott, 
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Mr.  W„o(i«-a 
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.Miller,' 
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Mr.  Van  Z; 
.Mr.  .\beel, 
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Mr 


Mr.  Bicker, 
■Mr.  Buclianuan, 
Colonel  LaBhor, 
Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  lieekinan, 
.Mr.  MarBton, 
Mr.  .Norwood, 
Mr.  Mulli^ran, 
Mr.  Koome, 
.Air.  Bogart, 
Mr.  1.  Low, 
Willi  i.n  W.Li.dlo 
(Jam  t  Kettl  tan. 


Mr.  Bull.  .Mr.  lUnrin-, 

Mr.  Berri.ui,  Mr.  lia.-^.  It,  IJjI.ri-l  W.  Ludlow. 

Mr.  linlav. 

His  Woi^hip  the  Mayor  of  this  C\\^  produrei!  a  Let- 
ter from  Governour  Tnjon,  \\\ue\\  having  been  naii  and 
considered. 

Ordered,  That  Ihnjamin  Kissain,  Colonel  McIJuugall, 
Satnucl  I'erjilaiiek,  and  Laac  Late,  be  a  Comiuittce  for 
drawing  an  answer  to  the  said  Letter. 


.NEW-YORK    CONGRESS   TO  CONTINnNTAI.    I 
[Uead  IJctober  ^3,  1775.] 
In  I'lovincial  Congress,  at  New-York,  Oe 

Sir:   We  have  used  all  possible  despatcl 


17, 


to  conijdeie 
expect  Ihey 
s,  as  to  have 


the  fortifications  on  Hudson's  River, 
will  be  in  such  forwardness,  in  about 
most  of  the  cannon  mounted. 

The  Commissioners  have  been  directed  lo  make  the 
necessary  inquiries  respecting  the  other  small  batteries, 
and  the  obstructing  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  River,  men- 
tioned by  Congress  in  the  order  ol"  the  7th  inst.,  to  which 
due  attention  shall  be  paid. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  four  ('(Jiiipanies  of  Malrosses, 
consisting  of  at  least  eighty  men  each,  will  be  wanted  to 
occupy  tliese  forts  when  completed,  and  that  one  Company, 
at  least,  should  be  immediately  raised,  that  we  may,  in  lime, 
have  men  properly  trained  to  the  use  of  cannon,  as  the 
ulihty  of  our  fortifications  will  much  depend  upon  it. 

Wu  are,  most  respectfully.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 


By 


iNathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 
To  the  Hon..^j/iH  llancork,  President,  &c. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing  Letter.] 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Now-York,  October  17,  177.S. 

Your  Committee  report  that  they  have  perused  all  tlio 
resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  (which  nioie  im- 
mediately respect  this  Colony,)  from  the  IStli  May  lo  iho 
"ill  instant,  and  find  that  the  resolution  relative  to  salt- 
petre and  brimstone  hath  not  been  fully  complied  with, 
and  ihereforc  do  report  it  as  their  o])iiiion — 

1st.  That  all  the  brimstone  and  sulphur  in  this  City,  not 
exceeding  twcniy  tons,  (exce|it  about  two  Ions,  to  be  re- 
served for  the  use  of  vessels.)  be  |Hiichasedand  deposited, 
with  all  convenient  despatch,  at  some  secure  place  near 
the  pouder-mllN,  in  ll.i>  Colony,  under  the  care  of  the 
respective  Cominiltre  of  th(!  ('oiiiily  or  J.)iot:iL-t  w  litre  the 
mills  are. 

^(1.  That  a  letter  be  wriilen  lo  llie  respective  Colonels 
of  the  Militia  and  Miiuiic-Men  in  this  Colony,  recpicsting 
them  to  appoint,  and  notify  to  their  rf'S|)ectivc  Regiments, 
some  convenient  place  of  rendezvous,  where  they  are  to 
muster,  completely  eijuipped,  upon  any  publick  alarm,  and 
to  remain  till  marching  orders  shall  be  received  by  their 
respective  Colonels  or  commanding  oflicers  ;  and  that  the 
( 'olonels  be  desired  to  actpiainl  this  Congress  of  the  places 
tlu'v  shall  so  respectively  appoint  for  that  purpose. 

lid.  That  in  order  to  give  a  general  alarm  iliroughout 
the  ('olony,  in  case  of  invasion,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
mustering  the  Regiments  aforesaid,  that  beacons  be  erect- 
ed at  convenient  places  and  distances  throughout  the  Co- 
lony, and  where  convenient  places  cannot  be  found  lo  erect 
heacoiH,  that  cannon  be  fixed  instead  of  ihcni;  and  tiiat 
iome  fit  per-on  be  employed,  uniier  the  ilireclion  and  wah 
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the  advice  of  llie  several  County  Committees,  to  make 
proper  arrangement  of  this  business,  and  to  re|)ort  tiiereon 
to  tlie  Conjiress. 

'Itli.  And  for  the  purpose  of  conveyiiii^  inlejlisence,  in 
case  of  invasion,  your  Couiniiltee  report  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  tlie  several  C(junty  Conunittees,  in  this  Colony, 
to  appoint  and  enga^^e  some  one  or  more  of  their  own  body, 
whose  place  of  residence  shall  be  convenient  for  the  pur- 
pose, or  any  other  discreet  jierson  or  persons,  who  shall 
live  on  or  near  the  most  publick  roads  that  lead  from  Ncw- 
i'ork  through  their  respective  Counties,  to  have  a  person 
and  horse  in  readiness  to  forward  intelligence  in  case  of  in- 
vasion ;  and  that  the  Committee  fix  the  several  stages,  in 
their  respective  Counties,  fiom  ten  to  about  fd"tecn  miles 
distance,  and  make  return  thereof  to  ihe  Congrtss,  with 
the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  the  persuns  to  lie  em- 
ployed as  aforesaid. 

5th.  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Coinmissioncis  ap- 
pointed for  erecting  a  battery  on  the  banks  of  lliuhon's 
River,  requesting  them  to  examine  whether  it  is  praclieiible 
10  obsu'uct  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  River,  between  this 
City  and  the  said  battery;  and  if  so,  in  what  place  ami 
how,  and  that  they  report  thereon  with  all  convenient 
speed  ;  and  that  the  said  Comn)issioners  be  also  desired  to 
report  whether  there  ai'e  any  other  places  on  lliulsoiis 
River  where  small  batteries  may  be  erected,  so  as  to  annoy 
the  enemy  in  their  passage  ;  and,  particularly,  whether  the 
point  on  the  west  shore,  a  little  above  I'crjilanck's  I'oiiil, 
and  at  or  near  Moore's  house,  would  not  be  juoper  places 
for  that  pur|)ose  ;  and  that  ihey  be  reijiiested  lo  report  to 
this  Congress,  with  all  convenient  speed,  such  places  as 
they  shall  think  may  be  advantageously  fortified,  with  an 
estimate  of  the  expense,  and  an  account  of  the  nuiuber  and 
weight  of  ordnance  that  will  be  wanting,  and  when,  in 
their  opinion,  the  work  could  be  completed. 

6th.  Your  Committee  further  report  that  it  is  their 
opinion  that  four  Companies  of  Malrosses,  consisting  of 
eighty  men  each,  will  be  necessary  to  occupy  the  I'orts  on 
Hudson's  River,  when  completed,  and  that  one  Com])any 
at  least  should  he  iunnediately  enlisted  for  that  pm|)(5se, 
and  that  it  will  be  proper  to  write  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress for  their  direction  on  the  subject. 

7th  That  a  copy  of  the  Continental  resolution  of  the 
7tli  instant,  together  with  a  copy  of  such  parts  of  this  Re- 
port as  respects  the  said  resolution,  be  sent  to  the  Assem- 
bly of  Co)!«ft.7icK<  and  the  Provincial  Congress  of  iVtir- 
Jcrscy,  together  with  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  conveying 
intelligence  in  cases  of  invasion,  and  of  receiving  assistance 
when  necessary. 

Resolced,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their  Com- 
mittee in  iheir  said  Rej)ort. 

A  true  copy:  John  McKesson,  Secretary. 


FIF.LD-OFFICliRS     OF    THF,    MII.ITIA   OF   I>UTCIIESS    COFNTV, 
NEW-YORK. 

Colonel,  retrus  Ten  Broeck;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Mor- 
ris ilraham;  Majors,  Simon  fVestfiill,  Jonathan  Landon  : 
Adjutant,  fl'illiam  Stuart ;  Quartermaster,  Hcndrick  J'an 
Iluevenburgh. 

Colonel,  Tobias  Stoutcnburg/i  ;  Lieut.  Colonel,  Ji,hn 
Frere;  Majors,  Robert  Hoffman,  Binjamin  l)e  la  J'crgne: 
Ai\]u\anl,  John  Carpenter  ;  Quartermaster,  John.  Ring/ei/. 

Colonel,  David  Southerland ;  Lieut.  Colonel,  Roswcll 
Hopkins;  Majors,  Simon  Cook,  Rich'd  De  Cantolou  :  Ad- 
jutant, Josfp/i  Carpenter;  Quartermaster,  Dun  I  Shepherd. 

Colonel,  Dirck  Brinckerhoff ;  Lieut.  Colonel,  Abra- 
ham Brinckerhoff:  Majors,  Daniel  Tcr  Boss,  Richard 
J'nn  ll'yck ;  Adjutant,  Thomas  Storm;  Quartermaster, 
Adrian  Brinckerhoff. 

Colonel,  flillinm  Humphrey ;  Ivieut.  Colonel,  James 
Vcindenburgh;  Majors,  Btnja.  Birdsnil,  Morris  I'lace  ; 
Adpianl,  Ehenezer  Cary  ;  (iuarterma-ter,  Chas.  i'lutt. 


JOHN    HUNTER  TO  NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 

The  following  plan,  for  establishing  a  Linen  Manufac- 
tory, is  humbly  presented  to  the  honourable  the  Provincial 
Congress. 

It  is  necessary  to  point  out  to  your  Honours  the  neces- 
sity and  utility  there  is,  at  present,  for  establishing  a  linen 


manufactory;  and  as  I  have  been  carefully  instructed  in 
every  branch  of  the  linen  manufactory,  from  the  sowing  of 
the  flax  seed  until  it  is  fit  for  the  wearer,  and  1  am  so  fully 
convinced  that  manufactories,  under  projier  diiections,  can 
be  carried  on  in  this  Country,  with  eipial  advantage  to  that 
of  any  part  of  the  world,  iiom  a  variety  of  reasons,  which, 
if  necessary,  I  will  explain,  I  have  already  drawn  out  a 
plan  which  1  have  shown  to  a  number  of  gentlemen,  who  all 
approve  much  of  the  scheme,  and  have  already  subscribed 
as  adventurers  in  it.  Some  of  your  Honours,  fiom  a  |)rin- 
ciple  of  publick  spirit,  have  informed  me  that  they  could 
wish  such  a  numufactory  could  be  carried  on  in  such  an 
extensive  maimer  as  to  employ  a  number  of  our  industrious 
poor,  and  have  recpiested  of  me  to  furni-h  _\our  Honours 
with  an  estimate  of  said  m;iniilaciorv.  Fiibt',  I  would  pro- 
pose that  the  sum  of  two  ihousiiid '  I'ounils  sliuuld  he  ap- 
plied to  the  carrying  on  a  manuraclory  of  linens,  cottons, 
and  si'wing  threads,  and  coarse  sheetings  made  of  hem|); 
that  a  treasurer  shall  be  appointed,  and  four  or  more  gen- 
tlemen, who  shall  serve  gratis,  to  inspect  and.  iiujuire  into 
the  stale  of  the  manufactory,  a  clerk  to  keep  the  books, 
and  give  out  the  llax  to  the  spimiers  ;  the  treasurer  is  not 
to  pay  any  money  without  a  written  order  from  one  of  the 
managers.  As  I  am  fully  convinced  that  this  manufactory 
may  be  carried  on  to  advantage,  and  the  profits,  which 
appear  by  the  annexed  estimate,  being  rather  under  than 
over,  I  will  undeitake  to  crinduct  the  whole  manufactory 
on  receiving  one-half  of  the  ])rofits  which  arise  from  the 
two  thousand  I'ounils.  1  beg  your  Honours  will  be  as 
speedy  as  possible  in  goming  to  a  determination,  that  I  may 
know  whether  to  relinquish  my  other  scheme  or  not. 

vaiit,  '         John  Hi  ntek. 

Estimate.   £ to  be  appropriated  by  the  Congress  lo 

the  purpose  of  setting  up  nianuficloiies  of  linen,  woollen, 
&:c.,  in  the  Province.  This  money  lo  be  repaifl  (if  rejjaid 
at  all)  by  a  lotteiy;  let  the  profits  of  the  manufactories  be 
applied  to  publick  services.      It  will   not  do  to   re])ay  the 

£ with  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  goods, 

because  this  will  very  soon  put  an  end  to  manufacturing. 

To  carry  on  the  business  properly,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  have  a  number  of  Inspectors  or  Sujierintendents,  whose 
business  should  be  to  see  the  raw  materials  and  the  manu- 
factures properly  taken  care  of,  and  to  inspect  the  Tiea- 
surer's  and  Clerk's  accounts,  and  see  that  nothing  is  em- 
bezzled, or  carelessly  destroyed  or  wasted. 

The  Treasurer  should  not  be  allowed  lo  jiay  any  money 
except  for  accotmts  or  orders,  signed  by  the  Clerk  and 
countersigned  by  at  least  one  of  the  Inspector'-. 

The  department  of  the  Clerk  should  be  to  receive  and 
deliver  out  raw  materials  and  manufactures,  to  have  the 
care  and  keeping  of  both,  and  to  keep  exact  accounts  of 
the  disbursements  and  receipts  of  the  manufactory.  For 
these  purposes  he  will  need  an  assistant  ;  and  as  the  Clerk's 
oOice  will  be  burdensome,  he  should  be  allowed,  besides 
an  assistant,  a  compensation  for  his  trouble. 

The  work  to  be  done  at  the  manufacturers"  houses. 


COVERNOl'R    TKr>ll!LII,L  To   CONTINENTAL    CONORF.S'i. 
[Read  Octobor  25,  177.';.] 

Now-H.iven,  Octob.-r  17,  l/?.',. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  5th  instant  came  safe  to  liand 
the  !)th,  by  express.  Pursuant  to  the  desire  of  Congress, 
gave  the  necessary  orders  for  our  largest  vessel  (which  was 
the  only  one  we  had  any  way  suitable  for  the  purpose) 
to  sail  immediately  on  the  proposed  cruise  ;  but  am  sorry 
to  inform  you  that  on  attempting  further  to  prepare  for  the 
voyage,  find  the  vessel  not  in  a  condition  to  j)roceed  on 
that  service,  and  wholly  out  of  my  power,  after  the  utmost 
endeavours,  to  comply  with  the  desire  of  the  Congress,  in 
this  respect,  with  such  despatch  as  may  he  of  any  ser- 
vice, which  gives  me  great  uneasiness.  Governour  Cooke 
acquaints  me,  also,  that  iheir  only  vessel  fit  for  this  duty  is 
absent  upon  a  cruise.  I  am  advised,  however,  by  Gene- 
ral IVushington,  that  two  vessels  from  Massachusetts- Bay 
arc  ordered  on  this  service. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  Jojiathan  Tuumbi'll. 


lourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 
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COLONEL   JOSEPH   KEEU  TO  C  APTAIN    EPHKAIM   BOWEN.JUN. 
Hrad-Qiiurtrrs,  Caiiibridgo,  October  17,  1775. 

Siu:  Vour  lelicr,  uitliout  date,  is  just  come  to  hand. 
Capiaiii  Martindak  will  deliver  you  this,  \vith  whom  you 
can  consult  on  the  proper  guns  to  lit  Adams's  schooner  out. 
He  is  "oin^;  down  to  (il  out,  with  your  assistance,  a  schooner 
beloni;mg  iTiree-qnarteis  to  Gtorge  Ewing,  and  onc-quarler 
10  Capialn  ll'oriiiiccU,  provided  \  ou  can  aj;rce  with  H'orm- 
ircll.  Miirlindcik  is  to  command,  but  iiormudl  may  sail 
as  master,  if  he  chooses.  'I'his  vessel  is  highly  recom- 
mended here  ;  but  you  must  make  projjer  inquiries  about 
her,  and  act  accordingly.  If  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
procure  ])roper  guns  at  Providence  and  Bristol,  you  must 
go;  but  we  have  always  found  that  when  gentlemen,  sent 
upon  this  business,  go  among  their  friends,  they  are  apt  to 
stay  too  long,  and  are  induced  to  favour  their  friends  in 
such  articles  as  may  be  wanted,  so  as  to  delay  the  business. 
I  therefore  think  it  necessary  to  give  you  this  caution. 
Enclosed  are  Mr.  fl'citson's  instructions,  which  you  will 
please  to  deliver  him.  Pray  consider  that  after  the  guns 
are  procured,  the  ammunition  is  to  be  provided  ;  and  no 
cartridges  can  be  made  till  you  send  formers,  unless  amum- 
nition  is  to  be  procured  there.  You  will  also  please  to  bear 
in  mind  that  our  situation,  as  to  powder,  does  not  admit 
these  vessels  being  (illed  out  at  all  jwints,  nor  will  the  lime 
admit.  Captain  Martiiidulc  having  been  used  to  have  a 
vessel  where  nothing  was  wanted,  1  I'ear  will  not  make 
suitable  allowances.  If  IVormwcWs  vessel  should  not  be 
found  to  answer,  or  cannot  be  had  but  upon  such  terms  as 
you  do  not  choose  to  comply  with,  and  there  is  another 
there,  you  may  take  her.  Let  the  good  of  the  publick  di- 
rect you,  and  that  only. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant,  J.  Reed. 

To  Captain  Eiihruim  Bowen,  iun.,  Plymouth. 

P.  S.  Captain  ^(/«m5  does  not  go  Captain,  but  has  my 
piouiise  to  go  master,  if  he  choos^'S.  VVe  send  a  Cap- 
tain from  hence. 


COLONEL  JOSEPH    UEEU  TO   WILLIAM   WATSON. 

Ilcad-Qunrti-rs,  Octobi-r  17,  1775. 

Slit:  Vou,  being  rccnnimondcd  to  his  Excellency  as  a 
proper  person  to  transact  the  btisiness  of  the  several  armed 
vessels  lilted  out  o'i  Plymouth .  at  the  Conlinenial  expense, 
will  be  |)leabed  to  consider  llie  li)llowing  as  your  instruc- 
tions : 

1st.  That  you  immediately  lay  in  provision,  on  the  best 
terms,  for  the  vessels  now  lilting  or  to  be  hereafter  fitted, 
of  such  articles  only  as  are  allowed  in  the  Continental 
Army,  and  in  the  same  piopoiliiiii  as  per  enclosed  |)aper, 
or  as  near  as  iiossible. 

iid.  When  no  special  order  to  the  contrary,  you  are 
never  to  put  more  than  one  montli's  provision  in  each 
vcs-el,  for  fifty  men,  officers  included. 

;3d.  In  making  up  your  accounts,  you  are  to  remember 
that  the  original  bills  or  invoices  are  to  be  sent  as  vouchers. 
That  your  own  account  is  to  be  general,  and  at  the  bottom 
an  afiidavit  of  the  justice  of  your  account.  This  is  not 
done  from  any  jealousy  or  suspicion,  hill  that  ihe  utmost 
satisfaction  may  be  given  the  Couniry,  and  that  all  agents 
may  be  on  the  same  fooling. 

4th.  That  in  case  any  prizes  are  laken  and  sent  into 
Plymouth,  you  are  immediately  to  inform  }otirself  of  the 
(juality  and  value  of  the  cargo,  vessel,  ifcc,  as  well  as  you 
can,  from  pajjers,  and  send  it  up  to  the  General.  You  are 
then  to  wait  for  further  tlirections.  If  the  oflicers  and 
men  appoint  an  agent  for  thi-ir  one-lhird,  you  are  to  permit 
him  also  to  have  a  copy  of  all  papers  necessary  to  ascer- 
tain the  cargo,  and,  when  the  vessel  is  discharged,  "ive 
him  a  irnc  copy  of  llie  cargo. 

.")lh.  All  iiiililary  stores  beK.n-in"  to  ihi>  ( ■ur.liiirnt.  and 
the  hull,  of  all  v(>sse|s  so  d.vnii'd,  thai  ihey  may  be  ap- 
plied to  the  Conlinenial  service  if  necessary. 

()lh.  Whatever  advice  you  at  anv  time  have  of  the  ves- 
sels, that  is  material,  you  will  send  up  here  by  suitable 
oppoitunilies. 

7lh.  As  there  are  other  vessels  cruisiiiL'  hesides  those 
fitted  out  at  Plynioullt,  ymiavc  lo  coiisidei' voursclf  as  agent 
for  all  vessels  iilled  out  at   the  Continental  expense,  who 


shall  have  occasion  for  necessaries  ai  Plyinouth,  or  may 
send  any  prizes  into  that  port. 

t-tb.  You  will  endeavour  to  lay  in  e\ery  thing  on  the 
best  terms,  and  send  your  opinion  as  to  the  disposal  of 
cargoes  at  your  place  or  elsewhere,  in  which  it  is  hoped 
you  will  not  be  influenced  by  interest,  as  it  is  intended  so 
to  regulate  the  sale  of  cargoes  as  to  make  them  most  ad- 
vantageous to  the  publick,  and  suitable  compensation,  in  all 
cases,  made  lo  the  agents. 

9th.  Your  commissions  will  be  regulated  by  the  agree- 
ments made  at  MnrbUhead  and  Sakin  for  the  same  ser- 
vices. 

10th.  In  case  of  any  irregulaiii)',  misconduct,  or  negli- 
gence, in  the  officers  of  any  vessel,  you  are  desired  to  give 
inimediaie  information  to  the  General. 

11th.  You  are  now,  and  at  all  limes,  to  use  all  possible 
dcsjiatch,  and  not  peiinit  the  vessels,  when  C(|uip|)ed,  lo 
remain  in  port. 

13y  order  of  his  Excellency  General  Wtishiugtun. 

rr     ri  •/;•        fi-  i-  J-  Rli:!'.  Sicnti.ry. 

To  It  tllidm   Ihitsoyi,  Esquire.  •' 


COLONEL  JOSEPH    HEED  TO    COLONEL  JOHN   CLOVEK. 
llead.yiKijters,  Octo!ier  17,  1775. 

Siii:  We  learn,  with  a  good  deal  of  concern,  that  there 
is  no  probability  of  the  \'essels  being  got  away  for  several 
days,  and  that,  in  all  appearance,  the  remainder  of  the 
vessels,  besitles  Captain  Broughtun  and  Cajitain  Sclman, 
will  not  be  ready  these  two  weeks,  lo  which  the  long  delay 
already,  and  frequent  disappointment,  makes  us  give  some 
credit.  The  General  is  much  dissatisfied,  and  cannot  but 
think  a  desire  to  secure  particular  friends  or  particular  in- 
terests does  mingle  in  the  manngement  of  these  vessels. 
The  nunilier  of  workmen,  we  are  told,  is  considerable,  and, 
in  shdii,  it  is  said,  in  plain  terms,  that  it  will  be  made  a 
job  of.  I  thotight  it  pro[)er  to  mention  to  you  what  has 
been  said ;  and  at  all  events,  unless  you  engage  that  the 
vessels,  which  are  to  remain  at  and  about  Cape  Ami  and 
that  coast,  shall  be  ready  in  five  days,  one  must  be  got  at 
y'tu-ljuryport,  as  I  cannot  but  think,  from  all  we  hear,  that 
it  would  expedite  this  business  to  have  one  vessel  out  from 
thence.  Six  transports  came  into  Boston  yesterday.  If 
our  cruisers  find  themselves  watched  at  Maibkhead  and 
Cape  Ann,  they  must  run  out  in  the  night  and  cruise 
farther  off.  Should  they  take  any  prizes,  they  must  send 
them  to  Plymouth,  or  some  other  Tow  n  on  that  coast.  Wq 
are  told  that  our  vessels  make  a  practice  of  running  in  every 
night  when  they  have  been  out,  and  the  men  come  on 
shore.  This  must  be  rectified.  Captain  Manky'is  to  have 
one  of  the  vessels  left  for  the  coast  about  Cape  Ann.  Gene- 
r.d  Sullivaiis  Captain  will  have  another.  Mnnliy's  vessel 
will  b(!  manned  from  your  Regiment.  I  have  said  so  much 
upon  despatch  that  I  need  say  no  more  than  that  if  they 
are  not  soon  at  sea,  we  shall  heartily  repent  it  was  ever 
underiaken. 

I  this  morning  paid  Major  Lee  sixty  Dollars  lor  Captain 
Broughton,  forty  fi)r  your  son,  and  thirty  for  the  Third 
Lieutenant,  as  a  com|)liment  from  Cajitain  Langdon  for 
retaking  his  vessel.  The  men  behaved  so  ill  that  nothing 
could  be  allowed  llicm. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant,  J.  Reed. 

To  Colonel  John  Glover,  Murhkhcad. 


SAMIEL   COOIIWIN   TO  GENEllAL   WASHINGTON. 

Pownalboi-ougli,  October  17,  1775, 

Silt:  Acciinliiig  to  your  Excellency's  verbal  orders,  by 
Colonel  liciiedict  Arnold,  1  sup|)lied  him  with  a  plan  of 
the  sea-coast,  h'om  Cupc  Klizcibeth  to  Penobscot,  and  the 
River  Kcnnebtck  to  llie  several  heads  thereof,  and  the 
several  carrying  places  to  Ammcguntick  Pond  and  Chciu- 
ilitre  River,  (which  Ammcguntick  em\)Ues  into  saiti  Chau- 
diirc  lvi\er,  which  Choudicre  empties  into  the  River  St. 
lAiirrc:irr,  about  four  miles  above  (^(/ciccA",)  and  tiie  passes 
ami  carrying  places  lo  (•^nebeck:  and  also  made  several  small 
plans  lor  each  (le|)artment,  for  their  guide  ;  and  also  gave 
iiini  a  copy  of  a  journal  which  represented  all  the  quick 
water  ami  carrying  places  lo  and  from  (^ucbeck,  both  ways, 
\'v/. :  east  and  west ;  the  west  is  the  way  lo  go,  and  the  east 
to  come.      Sir,  if  there  was  a  road  cut,  it  would  be  much 
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easier  carrying  an  artny  and  provisions,  and  would  shorten 
the  way  much  ;  and  then  you  miglu  have  a  post  to  pass 
once  a  week  or  ten  days. 

I  think  it  would  be  for  the  general  interest  for  you  to 
have  a  copy  of  said  plan,  &cc.,  and  then  you  would  be  a 
judge  of  what  would  he  best  to  be  done.  It  hath  been  a 
great  cost  and  labour  to  me  to  obtain  liiose  plans,  &.c.,  and 
make  them.  Sir,  if  you  think  it  worth  your  notice,  and 
will  give  orders  therefor,  I  will  copy  one  for  you,  and  wait 
on  you  with  it,  and  give  you  the  best  intelligence  I  can, 
as  1  think  I  know  as  much  of  this  country  as  any  one,  as 
1  have  been  travelling,  suiveying,  and  settling  this  part, 
ever  since  the  year  1750.  1  would  willingly  go  to  lay  out 
a  road,  and  see  it  cleared,  &c.,  and  do  every  thing  neces- 
sary, if  agreeable,  and  orders  therefor,  and  you,  isic,  should 
think  it  worth  while. 

But  submitting  all  to  your  better  i'ulgmcnt,  1  am,  Sir, 

with   all   due  respect,  your  most  obedient,  devoted,  and 

very  humble  servant,  r.  ,• 

■'  '  Samuel  Goodwin. 

To  his  Excellency  George  JVashingtou,  Es.p 

N.  B.  Mr.  Raiben  Collmni  informed  me  you  wanted 
a  plan.  I  thus  began  it  about  throe  weeks  before  Colo- 
nel Arnold  arrived,  or  1  could  not  have  got  it  ready  ibr 


Please  to  excuse  the  smu 
fan)ine  of  it  here. 


ipcr,  for  l\u 


NEW-HAMPSlllllE   COMMrrrKK    OK  sAfETV  TO   COMMITTEE  OF 
POUTSMOOTH. 
Ill  Coniiiiittee  of  Safely,  Exeter,  Oetolj,-r  17,  1775. 

Ge.\ti,em!:n- :  Application  having  been  made  to  us  for 
liberty  of  transporting  necessaries  of  life  to  the  inhaliitants 
of  the  Isle  of  Shoals,  we  have  thought  best  to  refer  all 
matters  of  that  kind  to  your  consideration  and  determina- 
tion ;  more  especially,  as  we  conceive  you  must  be  much 
better  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  and  necessities  of 
those  people  than  we  possibly  can  be.  We  think,  what- 
ever their  conduct  may  have  been,  through  the  misfortune 
of  their  situation,  they  ought  not  to  be  precluded  from  the 
means  of  subsistence,  and  therefore  recommend  to  you  lo 
grant  permits  to  such  persons  as  incline  to  supply  them 
from  your  harbour;  to  do  it  in  such  manner  and  iu  such 
quantities  as  to  you  shall  appear  most  safe  and  expedient. 


COLONEL  ARNOLD  TO  COLONEL  EN03. 

On  the  DenJ  Uiver,  SO  miles  ibove  the  Portage,  } 
October  17,  1775.       \ 

Dear  Sir  :  1  arrived  here  last  night,  late,  and  find  Col. 
Greene's  division  very  short  of  provisions — the  whole  hav- 
ing only  four  barrels  of  dour  and  ten  barrels  of  pork.  I 
have  therefore  ordered  Major  Bigcloic,  and  a  Lieutenant 
and  thirty-one  men  out  of  each  Company,  to  return  and 
meet  your  division,  and  bring  up  as  much  provision  as 
you  can  spare,  which  is  to  be  divided  equally  among  the 
three  ;  in  particular,  of  (lour.  This  will  lighten  the  rear, 
and  they  will  be  able  to  make  greater  despatch,  and  will 
be  no  hinderance,  as  I  shall  krep  the  men  here  making  up 
cartridges,  i  make  no  doubt  you  will  huiry  on  as  fast  as 
possible. 

i  am,  with  csteeni,  deal'  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

J>.    AuNOLf). 

r\.  B.  If  you  find  your  men  much  fatigued,  and  this 
party  can  bring  on  more  of  your  provision  than  their  share, 
let  them  have  it  ;  you  shall  have  it  again  when  you  come 
up,  and  it  will  forward  the  whole.  Tlie  carpenters  of  Col- 
huni's  Company  have  more  than  they  can  bring  up. 


niLONEL    \I!N()LD   TO   MA.IOR  ISIGELOW. 

Do:i,i  River,  Oolobr  17,  1775. 

Sin  :  You  are,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  go  back  until  you 
meet  Colonel  Enos^s  division,  and  take  from  liim  as  much 
provision  as  he  can  spare,  which  you  will  return  with  as 
soon  as  you  can.  IjCave  your  batteaus  this  side  the  car- 
rying place,  and  one  man  to  take  care  of  the  whole. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant,  B.  Arnold. 

IVIajor  Bigelow. 


ADDRESS   OF  THE  TOWN   .\ND  COUNTY  OF   H A VERFORD-WEST. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Sheriff,  Aldermen,  Common 
Councilmen,  Burgesses,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  and 
County  oi  Haverford-lVest,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by 
IVilliam  Edwarcles,  Esq.,  their  Representative  in  Par- 
liament, and  Sir  Richard  Phillips,  Baronet,  Representa- 
tive in  Parliament  for  the  Borough  of  Flijnipton. 
To  the  King's  Most  Etcellent  Mojestij. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  sidjjects,  the 
Mayor,  Sherifi",  Aldermen,  Common  Councilmen,  Bur- 
gesses, and  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Ilaver- 
ford-fVest,  equally  uninlluenced  by  motives  of  servility  or 
of  faction,  but  actuated  by  a  most  loyal  and  affectionate 
regard  as  well  for  your  Majesty's  sacred  person  as  that 
mild  Government  from  which  we  derive  so  many  and  so 
great  advantages,  humbly  beg  leave  to  address  your  Ma- 
jesty on  the  present  unhappy  situation  of  affairs  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  in  America. 

At  the  lime,  Sire,  that  we  look  up  with  gratitude  to 
yocir  Majesty  for  the  enjoyment  of  such  blessings,  permit 
us  to  express  our  abhorrence  of  those  traitorous  measures 
which  have  been  adopted  in  a  di-tant  part  of  your  Domin- 
ions to  dispossess  us  of  them,  by  stirring  up  a  most  unnatu- 
ral rebellion,  upon  pretences  as  vain  and  aljsurd  in  specu- 
lalioii,  as  the  conduct  to  which  they  lead  is  nefarious  and 
destructive  in  practice. 

Anxious  as  we  naturally  are  to  prevent  the  elfusion  of 
the  blooil  of  our  fellow-subjects,  yet  despairing  of  the  elii- 
cacy  of  other  than  compulsive  means  to  bring  back  this 
deluded  people  to  a  sense  of  their  cluty,  we  wish  not  that 
the  sword  of  justice  be  sheathed  till  the  constitutional 
sovereignty  of  this  great  Empire,  over  all  its  inferior  de- 
pendencies, be  permanently  and  effectually  secured. 

Let  those  wicked  persons,  who  either  from  hence  secret- 
ly abet,  or  in  America  openly  support  this  destructive  con- 
test, be  taught  some  truths,  of  which  it  is  matr-iial  that 
they  and  their  misguided  followers  should  no  longer  be 
ignorant. 

Let  them  learn,  Sire,  from  the  voice  of  a  free  and  an  intel- 
ligent People,  that  real  liberty  is  no  less  far  removed  from 
the  barbarism  and  anarchy  of  licentiousness,  than  is  loyalty 
to  our  Sovereign,  and  that  excellent  Constitution  of  whicii 
he  is  the  guardian  and  |)rotector,  from  the  mean  and  ser- 
vile compliances  of  baseness  and  adulation. 

Let  them  learn,  whilst  they  talk  of  their  own  boasted 
rights  and  immunities,  to  respect  those  of  their  Sovereign, 
and  of  that  Country  from  whence  they  derive  their  exist- 
ence, and  which,  from  the  infancy  of  their  Colonies  to  their 
present  vaunted  state  of  maturity  and  greatness,  has  foster- 
ed, encouraged,  and  protected  them,  with  a  tendernc=s 
truly  affectionate  and  parental. 

But  if,  deaf  to  maxims  perhaps  ill-suited  to  the  teiii- 
])er  with  which  they  have  already  treated  this  im|)ortant 
subject,  they  still  continue  to  pursue  measures  apparently 
tending  to  the  temporary  distress  of  one  ('ountry,  and  the 
utter  and  inevitable  destruction  of  the  other,  let  them 
learn,  through  such  channels  as  these,  (the  most  proper,  in 
our  humble  opinions,  for  conveying  the  real  sense  of  the 
rational  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,)  ihm 
their  jiarlisans  in  this  Island  are  neither  so  numerous  nor  so 
powerful  as  that  misguided  people,  by  the  arts  of  seditious 
and  desigulus:  men,  has  been  induced  to  believe  ;  and  that 
every  sensible  and  unprejudiced  man  considers  the  present 
contest  not  (as  is  vainly  pretended)  as  a  struggle  for  power 
between  your  Majesty's  Ministers  and  the  Colonies,  but, 
as  it  really  is,  a  contention  between  those  Colonies  for  an 
unjust  and  unconstitutional  independence  on  the  Parent 
State,  and  that  State  asserting  its  inherent  and  indisputable 
rights  of  sovereignty  over  its  inferior  members. 

I^et  them  learn,  that  as  their  sophistry  cannot  deceive, 
so  their  menaces  cannot  terrify  your  .Majesty  or  your  Min- 
isters into  compliances  injurious  to  the  general  interests  of 
the  Empire;  or  let  theni  feel,  that  the  uplifted  arm  of 
Britain  is  no  less  powerful  to  suppress  and  chastise  the 
insolence  of  Rebels,  than  they,  in  their  happier  days  of  loy- 
alty and  affection  to  your  Majesty's  Government,  have 
experienced  it  effectual  for  their  protection  against  foreign 
enemies. 

Iiiipressed  witli  these  sentlnients,  we  beg  leave  to  a's'-'.fr 
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ill  iliose  measures 
e  general   iionour 
iiid  abroad. 


your  Majesty  of  our  warincpt  sii[)|)orl 
veil  shall  liiink  it  proper  to  adopt,  k 
and  safeiv  of  your  Dominions,  both  at  home 

May  I'hey  prove  as  successful  as  we  trust  they  will  be 
found  both'wise  in  i)lan  and  vigorous  in  execution;  and 
may  it  be  your  Majesty's  peculiar  felicity,  after  seliling  the 
present  unhapjjy  (iilicrenccs  upon  the  most  equitable  and 


permanent  foundations,  neither  relaxing  from  the  constitu- 
tional rights  of  Britain  on  the  one  hand,  nor  infringing 
those  of  America  on  the  other,  to  reign  with  dignity,  ease, 
and  happiness,  over  a  free,  a  loyal,  and  united  people,  is 
the  earnest  prayer  of,  may  it  |)lease  your  Majesty,  \  our 
Majesty's  most  faithful  and  loyal  subjects. 
October  18,  1775. 


NOKTII-CAROLIXA   PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL. 

At  a  Provincial  Council  held  at  the  Court-House  in  the 
County  ol'  Jo/insloii,  the  IMtli  day  of  October,  \i\  the  year 
of  our  Lord  n7.'3  : 

The  Provincial  Congress  having,  by  Resolve,  nominated 
the  following  persons  to  be  a  Provincial  Council,  to  wit: 
The  Honourable  Samuel  Johnston,  Esquire. 

For  the  District  of  \\ w.Mynws.— Cornelius  Ilarnttt, 
Samuel  Ashe,  Esquires. 

For  the  District  of  Edf.nton. —  Thomas  Jams,  ft  hit- 
mill  Hill,  Enquires. 

For  the  District  of  Nkv\hk.un. — Aimer  Sash,  James 
Ciior,  Es(|uires. 

For  the  District  of  Hii.i.snoitorc.H. —  Thomas  Person, 
John  Kinchcn,  Esquires. 

For  the  District  of  Hai.ifax.— //7///i'  Jones,  Thomas 
Eaton,  Esquires. 

For  the  District  of  Salisbcuy. — Saml.  Spencer,  fVaight- 
still  Avery,  Esquires. 

Pursuant  to  which,  Samuel  Johnston,  Cornelius  Harnett, 
Samuel  Ashe.  Thomas  Jones,  Jl'hitinill  Hill,  Abner  JS'ash, 
James  Coor,  Thomas  Person,  and  John  Kinchrn,  Esquires, 


ajipear 


ed,  and  subscribed  the  Test  directed   by  the  Con- 


gress, and  took  their  seats  accordingly. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Presi- 
dent, when  Cornelius  Harnett,  Esquire,  was  unanimously 
chosen  ;  and.  at  the  same  time,  James  Cireen,  .Junior,  ap- 
pointed Clerk. 

Certificates  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Dobbs  tJounty  were  laid  before  the  Council,  whereby  it 
appears  that  Mr.  Jesse  (  'olil>  was  eleclcil  Captain  ;  Jl'illiam 
Cobb,  Lieutenant,  and  nirhnr,!  Casirell,  .Inn.,  En-iun,  ..f 
the  First  Company  of  .Minuic-.MLii.  ( 'eriided  the  2:jd  day 
of  September  last. 

Mr.  George  Miller,  Captain  ;  Mr.  Benjamin  Ecum, 
Lieutenant,  and  Davifl  Jirnagan,  Junior,  Ensign,  of  the 
Second  Company  of  Minutc-Mon.  Certiiied  the  2tflh  day 
of  September  last. 

Mr.  ./o/in  aarlan>l,Cainn\u:  Mi.  liilliam  Kilpatrick. 
Lieutenant,  and  Mr.  ./'-/-/(  (n;uiii;r,  EiiM^ii,  of  the  Third 
Company  of  Minule-Mcn.  Certified  the  -Ith  day  of  Oc- 
tober iii'^tant. 

The  Council  taking  the  same  into  consideration. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Commissions  issue  immediately  to  the 
said  Ca|)tains,  Lieutenants,  and  lOnsigns. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  four  o'clo.'k. 

The  Council  met  accoriliiii;  to  adjoin iiiikiiI. 

The  Counties  of  IWili  ;nid  Tnjnii  h.ning  failed  to  elect 
Delegates,  agreeable  to  ilir  Kr ulniiun  of  the  late  Provin- 
cial (.'ongress,  by  rcisoii  of  the  I''hmImIiIcis  not  receiving 
timely  notice  of  the  d.iv  appuiiiK  il  li)r  lliat  purpose, 

Resolved,  That  on  the  Isi  ,l;iv  of  S„n  ,u'.er  next,  the 
Freeholders  in  //^/.v  C.iihiy,  and  on  the  •J-ih  day  of  Ao- 
vemhcr  \K\\,lhi'  I'^-ccholilns  i;i  '/'/-//-o)  (.'ounly,  sh.ill  meet 
and  elect  I_)eli'_;  ids  and  Coniiirui.'''-.Meii  for  their  respec- 
tive Counties,  in  till'  w.ww  iiiiimir,  and  under  the  same 
regulations  and  rcsuiclion-,  as  dinxled  by  Reselve  of  the 
late  Con^'ress. 


The  C.niiu-.l  n.Lt  aeccnliiig  K.  adjouinmenl. 

IVaiirht.liil  Areni.  E^,].,  one  ofllie  MLMiilnr^  for  tl 
District  o(  Snli.Jjur,'/,  appeared. 

Hcsolved,  That  the  Trea^unTs,  or  either  of  iIumii,  pa 
into  llie  hands  of  Colonel  lyUlium  lu  rnmn.  Cniutu\^<:ny  i 
liie    First    Regiment,   the   sum   of   one   thousand    Pound 


Proclamation  Money,  to  enable  him  to  purchase  Pro\ision3 
for  the  same  ;  and  that  they  be  allowed  in  their  accounts 
with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Andrew  Knox,  Commis=;ary  for  Eden- 
ton  District,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  Proclama- 
tion Money,  to  enable  him  to  purchase  Provisions  for  the 
Troops  ;  and  that  tliey  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with 
the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Robert  Salter,  Commissary  c;f  A'eic- 
bern  District,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  Procla- 
inalion  Money,  to  enable  him  to  purchase  Provisions  for 
the  Troops  ;  and  that  they  be  allowed  in  their  accounts 
with  the  publick. 

J{esolveil,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Robert  Lanier,  Commissary  of 
Salisbury  District,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  Pro- 
clamation Money,  to  enable  him  to  purchase  Provisions  for 
the  Troops  ;  and  that  they  be  allowed  in  their  accounts 
with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Jl'illiam  KennoJi  be  appointed 
Commissary  to  the  Battalion  of  Minute-Men  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  fl  ilminfflon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Coart  be  appointed  Commis- 
sary to  the  Battalion  of  .Minute-Men  fur  the  District  of 
Seu-bern. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Andreic  Knox  be  appointed  Com- 
missary to  the  Battalion  of  Minute-Men  for  the  District  of 
J'^  Union. 

The  C'ouncil  adjourned  till  four  o'clock. 

Tlie  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten 
o'clock. 


The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Samuel  Johnston,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Connnittee  to  get 
proper  Plates  engraved,  and  to  piovide  Paper  and  agree 
with  an  Engiaver  to  stamj)  or  print  the  Bills  of  Credit,  and 
to  frame  devices  for  the  same,  informed  the  Council  that  tho 
saiil  Committee  had  employed  Mr.  liilliam  Tisdale,  at 
Aeiebern,  for  the  above  [)urpose,  and  had  agreed  to  give 
him  one  hundred  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  eiiher  of  them,  pay 
to  Mr.  liilliam  Tisdale  the  above  sum  of  one  hundred 
PouiuK  ;   ami  lli.it  they  be  allowed    in   their  accounts  uith 

At  the  same  time  was  laid  before  the  Council,  an  ac- 
count of  the  Paper  and  other  Stationary  |)rovided  for  the 
above  purpose,  amounting  to  twenty-two  Pounds  four  Shil- 
lings. 

Res(ilvcd,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  cither  of  them,  pay 
the  same  out  of  the  .Moneys  in  their  hands,  and  be  allowed 
in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  It  illiam  Kinnon,  Enquire,  \ic  appointed 
Commissary  to  the  Baitalion  of  Minute-Men  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Salisbury. 

Ilillie  Jones,  Esip,  one  of  the  Couiirll  fur  llie  District 
of  //»//■/;/>',  appeared,  sub.MTd.ed  the  TeM,  and  took  h.3 
seat  in  Council. 

Thomas  Eaton,  Es(|.,  one  of  the  Council  for  the  District 
vUhUfar.  appeared,  subscribed  the  Test,  ami  took  his 
S'Mt  in'Coniiril. 

Iladv'il,  That  Commissions  do  issue,  signed  by  the 
i\v-.idiiit,to  the  Minute  and  .Militia  Oliirers  in  the  several 
Di.^tiicts  ami  Counties  within  this  Province. 

Resolv'd.  That  the  one  thousand  Troops  raised  in  this 
Pro\ince   on   the   Continental   establishment,   be   supplied 
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with  one  Blanket,  a  Hunting-Sliirt,  Spatterdashes,  and 
Gaiters,  so  as  not  to  exceed  tiie  sum  of  forty  Sliilliiigs  for 
each  Soldier;  this  Council  being  of  opinion  that  the  same 
is  absolutely  necessary,  and  was  intended  by  the  late  Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

The  Council  being  informed  that  the  Minute-Men, 
directed  to  be  raised  in  some  of  the  Counties  in  this  Pro- 
vince, cannot  be  enlisted  in  lime  to  answer  the  intention  of 
the  Congress  : 

It  is  therefore  Resolvcil,  That  the  Field-Odiccrs  of  any 
District  in  which  the  Counties,  or  any  of  them,  have  not 
or  cannot  speedily  raise  the  Company  or  Companies  by 
the  Congress  diiected  to  be  raised  in  such  Comities,  may 
appoint  suitable  persons,  in  any  of  the  other  Counties  with- 
in their  respective  District,  to  enlist  Minute-Men  suflicient 
to  complete  their  Battalions  ;  and  such  Minute-Men  shall  be 
formed  into  Companies,  choose  their  Officers,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  rules,  orders,  and  discipline,  and  entitled 
to  tlie  same  pay,  as  other  Minute-Men  raised  in  this  Pro- 
vince. 

And  whereas  it  will  he  impossible  for  one  person  to 
attend  the  several  Comities  in  some  of  the  Districts,  and 
perform  the  duties  of  an  Adjutant  to  the  Minute-Men,  on 
account  of  the  great  extent  of  such  Districts: 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Field-OUicers  and  Captains,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  in  any  of  the  Districts  where  they  judge 
it  necessary,  shall  appoint  two  Adjutants  to  the  Alinute- 
Men  of  their  respective  Districts,  shall  direct  their  duty 
and  apportion  their  pay,  so  that  the  same  does  not  exceed 
the  duty  or  pay  of  one  Adjutant,  appointed  agreeable  to 
the  Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress;  and  that  the 
Ferriages  of  the  Adjutants,  in  attending  the  Musters,  shall 
be  paid  by  the  publick. 

And,  also,  whereas  it  may  be  found  impracticable  at  last 
to  complete  the  Battalions  in  some  of  the  Districts; 

Resolved,  That  the  Field-Officers  and  Captains,  in  such 
case,  shall  call  together  such  Minute-Men  as  shall  enlist, 
to  the  place,  and  proceed  to  training  in  the  manner  by 
Congress  directed  ;  and  they  are  directed,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, to  proportion  the  pay  of  the  Adjutant  or  Ad- 
jutants to  the  services  which  he  or  they  are  to  render. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Picket  be  appointed  En- 
sign in  Captain  If  illiani  Picket's  Company,  of  the  First 
Regiment,  in  the  room  of  James  Childs,  resigned. 

Tilghman  Dickson,  Lieutenant  in  Henry  Dickson's 
Company,  of  the  First  Regiment,  in  the  room  o(  Ileze- 
kiak  Rice,  resigned. 

John  Broien,  Ensign  in  Captain  Alfred  Moore's  Com- 
pany, of  the  First  Regiment,  in  the  room  o(  John  Tat/lor. 

Charles  Allen,  Ensii;n  in  Captain  John  Armstrong's 
Company,  of  the  Second  Regiment,  in  the  room  o(  Benja- 
min Cleveland. 

Thomas  Standing,  Ensign  in  Captain  Michael  Pai/ne's 
Company,  of  the  Second  Regiment,  in  the  room  of  ll'hil- 
mill  Pugh,  resigned. 

Joseph  McClammy,  Ensign  in  Captain  Ihnnj  frvin 
Toole's  Company,  of  the  Second  Regiment,  in  the  room 
of  Joseph  Clinch,  resigned. 

Jlilliam  Gardner,  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Ilardij  Miir- 
fee's  Company,  of  the  Second  Regiment,  in  the  room  of 
John  JVilliams,  resigned. 

Joseph  IVorth,  Ensign  in  Captain  Ilardij  Murfec's  Com- 
pany, of  the  Second  Regiment,  in  the  room  of  IVilliam 
Gardner,  promoted. 

And,  in  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  Lieutenant 
John  Grange,  that  Henry  Upon  be  appointed  Lieuten- 
ant, znAJohn  Sitgreaves  Ensign,  in  Captain  John  IVhite's 
Company,  of  the  Second  Regiment,  in  the  room  of  Henry 


•n,  promoted. 


Resolved,  That  John  Bryan,  Esquire,  be  appointed 
Colonel  of  tlie  Mililia  for  the  (_'ounty  of  Craven. 

Resolved,  That  Lehansyus  Dckcyscr  be  appointed  Ad- 
jutant in  the  First  Regiment,  and  Ensign  in  Captain  Jolm 
IValker's  Company,  in  the  room  of  Berryman  Turner, 
resigned. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Johnston,  E^q.,  be  appointed 
Paymaster  of  the  Troops  stationetl  in  the  District  of  Eden- 
ton,  as  nho  lo  the  Minute-iMen  in  the  said  District;  first 
entering  into  bond  to  this  Council,  with  sufficient  securitv, 
in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  Pounds,  Proclamation  Money. 
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Resolved,  That  Richard  Caswell,  Esquire,  be  appointed 
Paymaster  of  the  Troops  stationed  in  the  District  of  iVew- 
bern,  as  also  to  the  Minute-Men  in  the  said  District;  first 
entering  into  bond  to  this  Council,  with  suflicient  security, 
in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  Pounds,  Proclamation  Money. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Ashe,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Pay- 
master of  the  Troops  stationed  in  the  District  of  JVilming- 
ton,  as  also  to  the  Minute-Men  in  the  said  District;  first 
entering  into  bond  to  this  Council,  with  sufficient  security, 
in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  Pounds,  Proclamation  Money. 

Resolved,  That  Matthew  Lncke,  Esq.,  be  appointed 
Paymaster  of  the  Troops  stationed  in  the  District  o(  Sulis- 
btiry,  as  also  to  the  Minute-Men  in  the  said  District;  first 
entering  into  bond  to  this  Council,  with  suflicient  security, 
in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  Pounds,  Proclamation  Money. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Congress  shall  be  held  at  the 
Town  o(  Halifax,  the  first  day  of  May  next,  unless  other- 
wise determined  hereafter  by  this  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Provincial  Council  shall  be 
held  at  the  Court-House,  in  the  Coimty  of  Johnston,  the 
seventeenth  day  of  December  ne:ii;  but  that  the  President 
may  call  a  Council  sooner,  if  he  should  find  it  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Johnston,  Esq.,  be  empowered, 
and  he  is  hereby  required  to  send  an  express  to  the  Dele- 
gates of  this  Province  at  Philadelphia ;  and  that  the  Trea- 
surers, or  either  of  them,  pay  him  the  expense  thereof, 
and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Abner  Nash  and  James  Coor,  Esquires, 
or  either  ol  them,  be  em|)owered  to  charter  one  or  more 
Vessels,  and  agree  with  Masters  and  Seamen,  at  the  Port 
of  Ncwbern,  and  load  the  same  to  such  parts  as  they  shall 
judge  expedient,  and  with  such  articles  as  they  may  think 
proper,  not  exceeding  the  sinn  of  one  thousand  Pounds, 
Proclamation  Money,  in  order  to  procure  Arms  and  Ammu- 
nition for  the  use  and  protection  of  tliis  Province  ;  the  same 
to  be  at  the  hazard,  risk,  and  expense  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  President,  Richard  <^//i/ife,  and 
John  Forster,  Esquires,  or  either  of  them,  be  empowered 
to  charter  one  or  more  Vessels,  and  agree  with  jNIasters 
and  Seamen  at  the  Port  of  fVilmington,  and  load  the  same 
to  such  parts  as  they  shall  judge  expedient,  and  with  such 
articles  as  they  may  think  proper,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  Pounds,  Proclamation  Money,  in  order  to 
procure  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  the  use  and  protection 
of  this  Province;  the  same  to  be  at  the  hazard,  risk,  and 
expense  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  IVhitmiU  Hill,  Esquire,  be  empow- 
ered to  charter  a  Vessel,  and  agree  with  one  or  more  Mas- 
ters and  Seamen,  at  the  Port  of  Edenton,  and  load  the  same 
to  such  parts  as  he  shall  judge  expedient,  and  with  such 
articles  as  he  may  think  proper,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  Pounds,  Pioclamation  Money,  in  order  to 
procure  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  the  use  and  protection 
of  this  Province;  the  same  to  be  at  the  hazard,  risk,  and 
expense  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Memucan  Hunt  he  appointed  Com- 
missary to  the  Battalion  of  iVlinute-Aien  for  the  District  of 
Hillsborough. 

Resolved,  That  Nathaniel  Rochester,  Es(j.,  be  appoint- 
ed Payma'-ter  to  the  Battalion  of  Minute-Men  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Hillsborough ;  first  entering  into  bond  in  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  Pounds,  Proclamation  Money. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten 
o'clock. 


The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  any  Troops  should  attempt  to 
land  in  a  hostile  manner,  in  any  part  of  this  Province,  the 
Commanding  Officers  of  the  two  Battalions  of  the  Ameri- 
can Army  raised  in  this  Province  do  immediately  opjiose 
the  same,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Council  correspond, 
from  time  to  time,  with  the  Councils  of  Safety  within  the 
Colonies  of  T'irginia  and  South- Carolina,  or  with  the 
proper  Boards  chosen  and  appointed  in  those  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymasters  now  appointed  are  not 
to  be  considered  as  Military  Officers,  under  the  order,  direc- 
tion, or  control  of  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  two 
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Battalions  of  the  American  Army  raised  in  tins  Province  ; 
and  liiat  their  said  appointment  does  not,  in  the  opniion  ol 
tliis  Council,  disqiiaiiiy  them  from  sitlinjr  at  this  Board, 
and  ought  not  to  disquahfy  them  from  sitting  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  in  case  they  should  he  elected  Members 
of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  C"llli}  Kilirords  he  appointed  Com- 
missary to  the  Baltaliun  of  Minute-.Men  for  the  District  of 
Halifiu. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Joseph  John  WilUams  be  appoint- 
ed Paymaster  to  the  Battalion  of  Alinnle-Men  in  the  Dis- 
trict ot  Halifai ;  first  entering  into  bond  in  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  Pounds,  Proclamation  Money. 

Rcsohxd,  That  Colonel  Robert  Howe  employ  proper 
persons  to  make  Carriages  for  six  of  the  Cannon  CJuns  now 
at  Neivbern,  mount  and  unspike  the  same,  for  the  use  of 
the  Province ;  and  that  Richard  Caswell,  Esip,  Treasurer 
of  the  Southern  District,  advance  a  sum  sufiicient  to  pay 
the  expense  thereof,  so  that  the  same  does  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  fifty  Pounds,  Proclamation  Money,  and  be  allowed 
in  his  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  James  Moore  employ  proper 
persons  to  make  Carriages  for  six  of  the  Cannon  now  lying 
at  IVilmiiigton,  mount  and  unspikfi  the  same,  for  the  use 
of  the  Province;  and  that  Richard  Casivell,  Esq.,  Trea- 
surer of  the  Southern  District,  advance  a  sum  sulficient  to 
pay  the  expense  thereof,  so  that  the  same  does  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  fifty  Pounds,  Proclamation  Money,  and  he  allow- 
ed in  his  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Whereas  some  Counties  have,  through  mistake,  elected 
Committee-Men  and  Delegates  previous  to  the  seventeenth 
day  of  October,  the  day  by  Congress  appointed  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  that 
such  Committees  ought  to  be  held  legal,  and  to  act  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  chosen  on  the  proper 
day;  and  that  the  Delegates  elected  as  aforesaid  ought  to 
be  admitted  to  tlieir  seats  in  Congress:  provided  that  there 
was  no  fraud  in  the  election  of  such  Committees  and  Dele- 
gates. 

And  whereas  otlier  Counties,  lor  want  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Congress,  have  not  yet  chosen  Coinmittee- 
Men  and  Delegates: 

Resolved,  That  such  Comities  may  lioM  their  Elections 
of  Committee-Men  and  Delegates  at  any  time  between 
the  17th  o(  October  and  the  Isi  o[  Jamianj  next,  under 
the  rules  and  restrictions  by  Congress  directed  ;  and  that 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  that  such  Elections  ought 
to  be  as  valid  as  if  they  had  been  held  on  the  said  llth  of 
October. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  four  o'clock. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Johnston,  Escp,  the  Northern 
Treasurer,  pay  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Aathaniel  Roches- 
ter the  sum  of  two  thousand  one  iiundred  and  fifty 
Pounds,  for  the  use  of  the  Miimte-Meu,  and  for  the  ptn*- 
cliase  of  Drums,  Colours,  8ic.,  in  the  District  of  Hillsbo- 
rou<rh ;  and  that  a  warrant  for  that  purpose  issue,  signed 
by  the  Presidfr ',  and  that  the  said  Treasmcr  he  allo\ved 
in  his  accounts  vvith  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Johnston,  Esrj.,  the  IVorthern 
Treasurer,  pay  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Joseph  John  H'il- 
liams  the  sum  of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
I'ounds,  for  the  use  of  the  Minute-Men,  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Drums,  Colours,  &.;c.,  in  the  District  of  Halifax; 
and  that  a  warrant  for  that  purpose  issue,  and  be  signed  by 
the  President,  and  that  the  said  Treasmcr  be  allowed  in 
his  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Caxirctl.  V.^i].,  the  Southern 
Treasurer,  pay  into  the  hands  of  Samuel  Ashe,  Esq.,  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  five  Inuidrcd  Pounds,  for  the  use  of 
the  Regular  Troops  and  Minute-Men,  and  for  the  pur- 
cliase  of  Drums,  Colours,  Sec,  in  the  District  of  Wilming- 
ton; and  that  a  warrant  for  that  pur[)ose  issue,  and  bo 
signed  by  the  President,  and  be  allowed  in  his  accounts 
with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Casv:cll,  Esq.,  the  Southern 
Treasurer,  pay  into  the  hands  of  Malthciv  Locke,  Esq., 
the  sum  of  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds, 
for  the  use  of  the  Regular  Troops  and  .Minute-Men,  and 


for  Colours,  Drums,  k.c.,  in  the  District  of  Salisbury;  and 
that  a  warrant  for  that  jiurpose  issue,  and  be  signed  by 
the  President,  and  be  allowed  in  his  accounts  with  the  pub- 
lick. 

Resolved,  Thai  Richard  Casicill,  Esq.,  pay  the  Troops 
now  at  JSewbern,  and  the  Minute-Men  to  be  hereafter 
raised  for  that  District,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  same  shall 
become  due,  and  to  purchase  Drums,  Colours,  ^c.,  and 
be  allowed  in  his  account  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Sunnul  Johnston,  Esq.,  pay  the  Troops 
now  at  Edenlon,  and  the  Minute-31en  lo  be  hereafter  raised 
for  that  District,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  same  shall  be- 
come due,  and  to  purchase  Drums,  Colours,  &ic.,  and  be 
allowed  in  his  account  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Lcrvis  Williamson  deliver  up  to 
Messrs.  Camming,  Warwick,  &f  Co.,  or  their  Agents,  the 
Books  of  Accounts  of  the  said  Cumming,  Warwick,  i,-  Co., 
which  he  has  in  his  possession. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Caswell,  Esq.,  purchase  from 
David  Baron,  of  I\'twbcrn,  all  the  new  serviceable  Guns 
and  all  the  Gunpowder  he  may  have  for  sale,  at  the  lowest 
price  they  can  be  had  for;  and  that  he  deliver  them  to 
Colonel  Robert  Howe,  for  the  use  of  his  Regiment,  who 
is  to  account  for  the  same  with  the  next  Provincial  Con- 
gress, and  that  he  be  allowed  in  his  account  with  the  pub- 
lick. 

Resolved,  That  Connuissions  be  issued  to  a  Captain, 
Lieutenant,  and  Ensign,  in  the  room  of  Captain  John 
Walker,  Lieutenant  Robert  Smith,  and  Ensign  James 
Cook,  all  of  Colonel  Howe's  Regiment,  and  who  have  all 
resigned  or  refused  lo  act  under  their  Commissions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Captains  of  the  Companies  in  the 
Regular  Regiment  shall  report  to  the  several  Comn)ittees 
of  the  Towns  and  Counties  in  the  District  where  they  are 
stationed,  the  number  of  men  in  their  Companies  who  are 
unarmed,  who  shall  thereupon  borrow  such  Guns  as  are  fit 
for  service,  giving  receipts  describing  such  Guns  and  the 
value  thereof  to  their  owners,  that  they  may  hereafter  get 
them  again,  or  the  value  of  them  ;  and  the  said  Commit- 
tees shall  take  receipts  of  the  Cajiiains  for  the  Guns  thus 
supplied,  which  recei|ns  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Council,  and  the  Captains  shall  produce  such  Guns 
when  demanded,  pay  the  value  of  them,  or  show  that  they 
have  been  lost  by  unavoidable  accident  to  the  publick;  and 
that  an  allowance  be  made  after  the  rate  of  ten  Shillings 
per  anniun  for  a  good  smooth-bore,  and  twenty  Shillings 
for  a  Rille,  to  the  owners,  for  the  use  of  their  Guns,  in  the 
case  abovementioned. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Casivell,  Esquire,  Treasurer 
of  the  Southern  District,  pay  into  the  hands  of  Abner 
yash  and  James  Coor,  Esquires,  or  either  of  them,  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds,  for  purchasing  Arms  and 
Ammunition,  to  be  accounted  for  at  the  next  Provincial 
Congress,  and  that  the  said  Treasurer  be  allowed  in  his 
account  with  the  pidilick. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Johnston,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of 
the  iNorthern  District,  ])ay  into  the  hands  of  Whitmill 
Hill,  Esquire,  the  smn  of  one  thousand  Pounds,  foi  pur- 
chasing Arms  and  Anmiunition,  to  be  accounted  ibr  at  the 
next  Provincial  Congress,  and  that  the  said  Treasurer 
be  allowed  in  his  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Caswell,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of 
the  Southern  District,  |iay  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, Richard  (:^uincc.  Sen.,  and  John  Forster,  Es(jS.,  or 
cither  of  them,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds,  for 
purchasing  Arms  and  Annnunition,  to  be  accounted  for  at 
the  next  I'rovincial  C\)ngress,  and  that  the  said  Treasurer 
he  allowed  in  his  nrcounts  with  the  i>ublick. 

The   Council    adjourned    till    four   o'clock,   to-morrow 


The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sheriff  of  Johnston  County  imme- 
diately take  into  his  possession  all  the  Real  and  Personal 
Estate  of  John  Greshan,  unless  he  gives  bond,  with  good 
and  sufiicient  security,  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  Pounds,  payable  to  the  Justices  of  the  Inferiour 
Court  uf  Johnston  County   and   their  successors;  condi- 


1093 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  Sec,  OCTOBER,  1" 


1094 


tioned  that  lie,  the  sail!  John  Grcslian,  shall  well  and  truly 
settle  with  the  said  Court  the  accounts  of  the  Estate  ol' 
Sill  Johnston,  deceased,  and  pay  into  the  hands  of  the 
Guardian  to  tiie  Orphans  of  the  deceased  all  such  sums 
of  Money  which  shall  be  directed  by  order  of  the  said 
Court  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Guaidians  ;  and  that  the  said 
Sherift'sliall  keep  the  said  Estate  in  his  hands,  unless  such 
bond  and  security  is  given,  until  the  meeung  oi  Johnston 
Inferiour  Court,  and  then  deliver  the  same  up  to  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  said  Court,  that  they  may  make  such  order 
concerniniT  the  same  as  to  them  may  seem  just,  it  havini; 
on  oath  been  made  appear  to  this  Council,  that  the  said 
John  Grcshan  was  about  to  leave  the  Province  in  a  pri- 
vate manner. 

Resolved,  That  Samml  Ashe,  Esq.,  pay  into  the  hands 
of  Thomas  Eaton,  Esq.,  for  the  use  of  Cajjtain  ff'illiam 
Green,  one  hundred  and  tuenly  Pounds,  to  be  ajiplied  to 
the  enlisting  of  Regular  Soldiers,  and  be  allowed  in  his 
account  with  the  publick. 

The  Council  being  informed  that  discontents  had  taken 
place  among  the  people  in  the  County  of  New-Hanover, 
arising  perhaps  from  mistake  and  misrepresentation,  and 
that  in  consequence  thereof  they  had  publickly  protested 
against  the  jiroceedings  of  the  late  Congress: 

Resolved,  That  this  Counci'  do  highly  disapprove  of 
such  conduct,  as  tending  to  create  divisions,  which  may 
prove  prejudicial  to  the  cause  of  liberty ;  and  they  do 
therefore  recommend  to  !\lr.  President,  Samuel  Ashe,  and 
John  Ashe,  Esquires,  to  explain  tlie  proceedings  of  the 
Congress  to  the  people  abovementioned,  and  endeavour,  by 
argument  and  persuasion,  to  promote  that  harmony  which 
is  so  essential  for  the  preservation  of  the  r\'^hls  u(  Ame- 
rica. 

Whereas  the  mode  by  Congress  provided  for  securing 
Debts  due  from  persons  suspected  of  an  intention  to  ab- 
scond is  found  defective,  as  no  application  can  be  made 
but  in  term  time,  or  at  the  sitting  of  the  Committees: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  Salety  and  County 
Committees,  in  their  respective  jurisdictions,  may  make 
such  other  and  further  regulations  with  respect  to  this 
point  as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary. 


Resolved,  That  the  Colonel  of  each  regular  Regiment 
in  this  Province  have  a  power  to  appoint  a  Cleik,  by 
warrant,  under  their  iiands,  to  each  Regiment,  who  shall 
receive  the  same  pay  that  Clerks  upon  the  Continental 
establishment  receive  for  their  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  the  several  Counties 
and  Towns,  and  the  Committees  of  Safely  for  the  several 
Districts  of  this  Province,  be  required  to  exert  their  utmost 
influence  to  forward  and  hasten  the  Minute  service,  and 
procure  the  several  Battalions  of  Minute-Men  to  be  com- 
pleted with  all  possible  despatch  ;  and  that  the  Militia  be 
immediately  embodied,  and  Adjutants  employed  to  instruct 
them  in  military  discipline,  agreeable  to  tlic  Resolutions  of 
the  Provincial  Congress;  the  same  being  of  very  great 
importance  to  the  publick  safety. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Council,  that,  from  the  great 
extent  of  i?0((««  County,  it  is  very  inconvenient  and  bur- 
densome for  the  Militia  thereof  to  assemble  at  any  one 
place  therein,  and  that  a  division  of  the  Rowan  Regiment 
would  ease  the  inhabitants,  and  encourage  military  disci- 
pline ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  said 
County  o[  Rou'an  shall  be  divided  by  a  line  beginning  at 
the  Catawba  River,  where  Lord  Granville's  south  line 
crosses  the  same  ;  thence  running  up  the  said  River,  in  the 
middle  of  the  main  stream  thereof,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Lower  Creek  ;  thence  a  due  north  course  to  the  dividing 
ridge  between  the  waters  of  the  Catawba  and  the  Yadkin 
Rivers;  and  that  all  the  Militia  of  said  County,  on  the 
west  side  of  said  line,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  made  and 
established  a  new  and  distinct  Regiment,  and  shall  be 
known  and  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Second  Regi- 
ment o(  Rowan  Militia. 

Resolved,  That  Commissions  issue  to  the  Field-Oflicers 
of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Rowan  Militia. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  reconnnended  to 
the  Committees  of  Safety,  who  have  not  yet  met,  to  meet 
n  their  respective  Districts  on  or  before  the  last  Tuesdaij 


in  November  next. 
By  order 


Cornelius  Hahnett,  President. 
James  Green,  Jun.,  Clerk. 


NEW-VOKK   CONGRESS   TO   CONTINENTAL   CONGRESS. 
[Read  October  23,  1775.] 
[ii  rrovinciiil  Congress,  New-York,  October  IS,  1775. 

Sin  :  We  are  this  moment  honoured  with  your  favour  of 
the  IGth  instant,  advising  us  of  the  unanimous  I'esolutions 
of  Congress  to  forward  to  Genci'al  Schuijter  the  ton  of 
powder  yesterday  sent  us,  whicli  was  immediately  ordered 
to  be  carried  into  execution  ;  although  we  cannot,  beside 
that,  command  two  hundred  pounds  of  powder,  if  it  would 
save  the  Colony  from  destruction.  We  have  frequently 
spared  all  the  powder  in  our  Colony  to  supply  the  lu'gent 
calls  of  the  Continental  Army,  at  Cambridge  and  Ticondc- 
roga,  and  thereby  exposed  ourselves  to  insult  and  ruin. 
We  therefore  entreat  you  to  represent  to  Congress  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  replacing  without  delay  tlie  powder  we 
have  furnished  the  Continental  Army,  for  otherwise  we  shall 
not  be  able,  in  case  of  an  invasion,  to  make  that  defence 
which  miglit  be  expected  from  us  by  our  neighbours,  nor 
even  to  prevent  insults.  Should  the  Congress  be  unable 
to  order  us  the  powder  out  of  the  Continental  magazine,  we 
submit  it  to  their  consideration,  whether  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia cannot  with  greater  safety  to  the  confederated  Co- 
lonies spare  the  quantity  wo  have  sent  to  the  Army,  than 
we  can  want  it. 

\Ve  are,  respectfully.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servants. 
Nathaniel  Woobhull,  President. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Continental 

Compress. 


GENERAL   SCHUYLER    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  October  31,  1775.] 
Tioonderoga,  Wednesday,  October  IS,  1775. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  of  the  5th  inst.,  General  Montgomery 
has  favoured  me  with  several  letters,  extracts  whereof  I  do 
myself  the  honour  to  enclose  you. 


The  General's  complaint,  in  No.  1,  that  he  wants  men, 
is  too  well  founded  ;  the  enclosed  return  will  show  how 
much  the  Army  is  reduced  by  sickness,  &c.  At  that  time, 
all  the  men  that  I  could  send  were  on  the  way  to  join  him, 
and  they  arrived  on  the  9th,  as  you  will  see  by  No.  2.  It 
is  too  true  that  very  few  of  the  men  he  sends  to  this  post 
return.  The  greater  part  of  them  aie  so  averse  to  going 
back  that  they  pretend  sickness  and  skulk  about;  and  some, 
even  officers,  go  away  without  leave,  nor  can  I  get  the 
better  of  them,  although  I  do  not  sufier  a  ration  of  pro- 
vision to  be  issued  unless  1  countersign  the  order,  and  the 
sick,  or  ])retended  sick,  do  not  get  half  allowance. 

VViiat  little  money  I  have  been  able  to  procure  at  ^Z- 
bany,  I  have  sent  on.  1  fear  the  want  of  specie  will  be 
fatal  to  us,  should  every  thing  else  go  well.  The  Cana- 
dians have  suffered  much  by  paper  currency,  and  a  burnt 
child  dreads  the  fire. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-three  of  General  JVoostcr's  Re- 
giment came  across  Lake  George  on  Sunday,  but  the  Gene- 
ral is  not  yet  arrived,  and  they  do  not  choose  to  move  until 
he  does.  Do  not  choose  to  move  !  Strange  language  in 
an  Army;  but  the  irresistible  force  of  necessity  obliges  me 
to  |)ut  up  with  it.  This  morning  I  gave  an  order  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hard  to  send  a  subaltern,  a  sergeant,  cor- 
poral, and  twenty  privates,  in  two  batteaus,  to  carry  pow- 
der, artillery  stores,  and  rum.  Tlie  Colonel  (who  is  a  good 
man)  called  upon  me  to  know  if  lie  ^vould  not  be  blamed 
by  General  fVooster  for  obeying  my  orders.  1  begged  him 
to  send  the  men,  and  urgerl  the  necessity.  The  men,  1 
believe,  will  condescend  to  go.  I  could  give  many  instances 
of  a  similar  nature  :  but  General  Montgomery  has  most  just- 
ly and  emphatically  given  the  reasons  :  "  Troops  who  carry 
the  spirit  of  freedom  into  the  field,  and  think  for  them- 
selves," will  not  bear  either  subordination  or  discipline. 

If  there  is  any  foundation  in  the  report  that  the  garrison 
intend  quitting  St.  John's,  I  conjecture  it  must  arise  from 
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intelligence  that  Mr.  Carhlon  may  have  received  of  Col- 
ow\  Arnold's  approach.  Should  the  garrison  effect  their 
escape,  it  may  go  liard  with  ^r/ioW,  whose  numbers,  in  so 
long  and  fatiguing  a  march,  must  be  considerably  diminished. 
1  have  therelbre  re(|Uested  General  Muntgonury  to  send 
immediate  intelligence  of  his  situation  and  prus|)ects,  that 
Colonel  ^r/!o/c/ may  govern  himself  accordingly. 

1  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  putting  this 
place  in  a  proper  posture  of  defence.  1  have  wrote  on  the 
subject  to  Congress  before  ;  but  I  have  now  only  si.\ty-fi^e 
elFectives  here,  (exclusive  of  General  H'oostei's,)  who  are 
insullicient  for  the  necessary  works  carrying  on. 

1  cannot  help  observing  that  the  reasons  General  Moiit- 
goincry  gave  in  support  of  his  opinion,  for  having  a  batte- 
ry on  the  west  side,  appear  to  me  so  cogent  that  1  wonder 
the  (Jouncil  of  War  should  be  opposed  to  it ;  but  he  was 
certainly  riglit  to  acquiesce  in  their  determination,  as  I  am 
morally  sure,  if  he  had  not,  that  the  men  would  have  been 
troublesome. 

I  have  no  jirospect  of  getting  my  health  re-established 
at  this  place  ;  but  in  the  present  critical  moment  I  dare  not 
leave  it.  Much,  very  much,  is  to  be  done,  whether  we 
succeed  or  fail  in  Canada.  The  distance  between  this  and 
P/iiladtlj)hin  is  so  great, anti  the  season  so  far  advanced,  that 
the  least  delays  may  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  con- 
secjuences.  1  therefore  humbl)  submit  it  to  Congress,  if  it 
would  not  be  best  to  send  up  a  Committee  with  full  powers 
to  direct  our  future  operations ;  to  me,  such  a  measure 
appears  highly  necessary. 

General  fVoos/er  is  just  arrived  here.  As  he  was  ap- 
])ointed  a  Major-General  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and 
as  I  did  not  know  his  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  rank 
he  considered  himself  in,  in  the  Continental  Army,  my  in- 
tentions were  to  have  him  remain  at  this  post ;  but  assuring 
me  that  his  Regiment  would  not  move  without  him,  and 
that  although  he  thought  hard  of  being  superseded,  yet  he 
would  most  readily  put  himself  under  the  command  of 
General  Montgomery;  that  his  only  views  were  the  pub- 
lick  service,  and  that  no  obstructions,  of  any  kind,  would  be 
given  by  him  ;  this  spirited  and  sensible  declaration  I  re- 
ceived with  inexpressible  satisfaction,  and  he  mo\es  to- 
morrow with  the  lirst  division  of  his  Regiment. 

Mr.  Bedford  has  mustered  such  of  the  Neiv-York 
troops  as  he  possibly  could  ;  they  were  so  scattered  that 
it  was  morally  impossible  he  could  see  the  whole.  He 
has  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  fulfil  iiis  duty,  without 
being  able  to  complete  it.  The  reasons  of  this  failure  are 
various.  He  will  inform  the  honourable  Congress  why  the 
Chnnicticut  troops  were  not  mustered.  I  have  directed 
him  to  return  to  I'hiladclphia,  and  report  what  has  been 
done.  Previous  to  his  departuie,  I  desired  him  to  depu- 
tize Mr.  McPhcrson,  my  Aid-de-Camp,  in  case  it  should 
be  possible  to  make  another  muster,  which,  I  believe,  will 
hardly  take  place  this  campaign. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  most  respectful  esteem,  your  and 
Congress's  most  obedient  and  most  bumble  servant, 

I'llII.lP  Scuuii.KR. 
To  the  Won.  John  Hancock,  Esrj.,  &c.,  i<cc. 


[No.  1.) 
<;KNKI!AI.   MONTGOMEItV  TO   (iKNtltAt.   SCIUVI.ER. 

Cnmp  BOLith  side  St.  John's,  October  6,  177."). 

1)k,\r  (iicNKUAi, :  Your  diligence  and  foresight  have 
saved  us  from  the  difliculties  that  threatened  us  ;  we  are  no 
longer  afraid  of  starving,  i  wait  now  with  impatience  for 
the  arrival  of  those  troops  mentioned  in  your  last,  and 
which,  I  believe,  from  the  number  of  boats  on  the  way, 
will  soon  be  here  to  take  the  advantageous  post  I  formerly 
spoke  of,  on  a  hill  to  the  westward.  Since  my  last,  1 
have  had  some  pro|iosals  of  an  accommodation,  through 
the  chaimel  of  the  C^viglinawagas,  from  the  formidable  i>7. 
Luke  La  Come,  and  other  principal  inhabitants  o(  Mon- 
treal. To-morrow  is  appointed  for  a  conference  at  La 
Prairie.  1  have  sent  Ma'pr  Ihoivn  to  manage  it.  Mc- 
Phrrsnn  goes  with  him;  and  Mr.  Livingston,  oi  Chamhly, 
will  attend.  The  result  of  this  negotiation  I  hope  soon  to 
make  you  acquainted  with.  Mr.  St.  Luke's  character  gives 
mo  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  be  on  my  guard  against 
him.  1  shall  insist  upon  some  substantial  proof  of  his  sin- 
cerity. 


Mr.  Livingston,  some  days  ago,  took  post  at  Mr.  Ha- 
zen's  house,  with  near  two  hundred  of  the  Canadians;  they 
are  erecting  a  battery  there,  which  seems  to  make  the  gar- 
rison very  uneasy.  Yesterday  they  attacked  them  with 
their  row-galleys,  but  were  beaten  back  without  loss  on  the 
side  of  the  Canadians.  IS'o  certain  intelligence  yet  of^r- 
vold's  arrival,  though  there  are  flying  reports  to  that  pur- 
])ose.  I  wish  he  was  at  (^uebeck  with  all  my  heait;  1 
believe  there  is  nothing  to  oppose  him.  1  am  extremely 
happy  that  you  have  sent  for  more  powder;  1  believe  we 
have  not  more  than  two  tons  and  a  half;  this,  I  am  afraid, 
will  not  do.  Send  as  many  men  as  you  possibly  can  furnish 
with  provisions  ;  1  am  greatly  iu  want  of  them.  Our  feeble- 
ness has  intimidated  ihe  Canadians  from  embarking  in  so 
uncertain  an  adventure.  Were  I  strong  enough  to  send 
five  hundred  men  to  Montreal,  it  would  certainly  declare 
for  us ;  at  least  i  have  great  reason  to  think  so.  The  miser- 
able weather  we  have  had  has  distressed  us  much  ;  but  I 
ho))e  it  is  now  over. 

Let  the  hard  cash  come  up  as  soon  as  possible,  that  our 
reputation  may  hold  good.  Mr.  Carhton  is  not  departed, 
as  I  informed  you.  We  want  both  iron  and  steel,  and 
turner's  tools.     The  large  moitar  is  ready  to  play. 

I  am,  &c.,  RiciiARi)  Montgomery. 

To  General  Schuyler. 

P.  S.   1  shall  send  some  more  boats  in  a  few  days. 


[No.  '2.] 
GENERAI.   ,M0.\T(.OMERi-  TO   GE.NEIIAL   SCllL'VLER. 

Camp  EQuth  side  St.  John's,  Octobor  9,  1775. 

Dear  General:  This  evening  1  have  been  favoured 
with  yours  by  Colonel  Clinton.  Every  re-enforcement  is 
welcome,  but  1  expected  more  men  in  fourteen  batteaus. 
I  find  my  nunibcrs  but  little  increased,  as  1  seldom  see  any 
of  those  retmn  1  send  to  Ticondcroga.  The  two  barrels 
of  sugar  turn  out  to  be  two  barrels  oi'  flour.  We  now  have 
here,  and  at  the  Islc-aux-J^oix,  three  hundred  barrels  of 
pork,  and  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  barrels  of  floui- ; 
so  that  1  think  you  may  venture  to  send  more  men  than 
provisions.  The  season  advances  fast,  and  we  shall  have 
a  hca\'y  piece  of  work  to  get  our  cannon  to  the  westward, 
where  we  must  have  a  strong  post,  as  it  is  at  a  distance 
from  support,  and  near  the  enemy. 

Our  conference  with  St.  Luke  has  ended  in  smoke.  He 
made  the  Indian  deliver  my  letter  to  Carleton,  who  had  il 
burnt  without  reading  it.  The  Indian  told  the  Governour, 
very  honestly,  that  he  was  sent  to  me  by  St.  Luke  and 
others.  The  Indians  of  Caughnawaga  attended  at  La 
Prairie,  according  to  appointment,  and  are  much  displeased 
at  the  trick  put  upon  them  by  those  gentlemen.  They 
seem  to  think  St.  Luke  was  discovered  in  his  plan,  and 
dared  not  venture  to  carry  it  through.  I  hojie  we  shall 
have  more  powder. 

The  enemy  are  exceedingly  uneasy  at  the  post  on  the 
east  side,  and  have  made  two  ineflectual  and,  indeed,  fee- 
ble efforts  to  dislodge  the  Canadians.  The  battery  there 
is  not  finished  ;  they  don't  love  work.  I  have  been  obliged 
to  send  them  assistance.  The  very  high  prices  which  ofli- 
cers  must  pay  here  for  every  thing  brought  froiri  Ticondc- 
roga, are  far  above  what  their  scanty  pittance  of  pay  will 
allow  of.  I  must  re(]ue>t  you  will  represent  the  peculiar 
hardshi[)  of  their  situation,  which  displaces  them  entirely 
from  the  footing  of  the  troops  emplo)  ed  among  their  friends, 
in  the  midst  of  a  plentiful  country.  If  their  pay  cannot 
be  augmented,  a  gratuity  may  be  made  to  them,  adequate 
to  the  difliculties  lliey  labour  under.  It  might  extend  to 
Subaltei'ns  and  Captains;  perhaps  it  may  nut  be  so  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  go  any  higher  up.  And,  indeed,  the 
detachment  in  the  country,  and  on  the  north  side,  live  very 
well,  and,  by  what  1  can  find,  ch<Mp.  1  am  afraid  I  shafi 
have  a  disai;recable  reckoning  with  some  of  them  concern- 
ing the  publick  money. 

I  send  a  considerable  corps  of  sick  ;  little  mischief  since 
my  last ;  one  or  two  wounded. 

Your  residence  at  Ticondcroga  has  probably  enabled  us 
to  keep  our  ground.  How  much  do  the  publick  owe  you 
for  your  attention  and  activity. 

I  am,  &ic.,  Richard  Montcomekv. 


To  General  Schuyler. 
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Rttum  of  ilischarircd  sick  Men. 

From  General  Jt'ooslcr's  Regiment, 9.'3 

From  Colonel  Hinmcin's             "         318 

From  Colonel  ff'nlcrbiiry's        '•         '^15 

From  ("olonel  Paisons's              "         57 

From  Colonel  Easfon's               '•         14.3 

From  Colonel  iMcDoiigairs       "         .     -     .     -     .  ;j5 

From  Colonel  /7j/(  Schaick's    "         '^rf 

From  Colonel  Clintons              "         -----  \\ 

From  Colonel  i/o/mfs's              "         7 

From  Lieut.  Col.  li'nnwr's       "         .30 


Ticoudcrogi,  October  li, 


Total  of  discharged,      93" 

I'KH.ir   Si  ItUYI-ER. 


CENEKAIj   MONTGOMERY   TO   GENKUAL    StlHUYI.EK. 

C'A.ni,  nvar  .St.  JoIu.'h,  OulobLT  13,  177.-|. 

Dear  General:  Some  time  ago  I  iidbrmed  you  of  my 
intentions  to  make  my  approaches  on  the  west  side,  as  soon 
as  the  expected  re-enforcement  enabled  me  to  undertake 
it.  1  had  had  a  road  cut  to  the  intended  groimd,  and  some 
fascines  made,  when  I  was  informed  by  Major  Brown  tliat 
a  general  dissatisfaction  prevailed  ;  that  unless  something 
was  undertaken,  in  a  few  days  there  would  be  a  mutiny; 
and  that  the  universal  sense  of  the  Arniy  was  to  direct  all 
our  intentions  to  the  east  side.  Tlie  impatience  of  the 
troops  to  get  home  has  prevented  their  seeing  the  impossi- 
bility of  undertaking  this  business  sooner,  the  duty  liein:;  tl 
hard  for  the  troops,  even  on  the  jiresent  confined  state  of 
operations. 

When  I  mentioned  my  intentions,  I  did  not  consider  I 
was  at  the  head  of  troops  who  carry  the  spirit  ot  IVcedum 
into  the  field,  and  think  for  themselves. 

Upon  considering  the  fatal  consequences  which  mii^lit 
flow  from  the  want  of  subordination  and  discipline,  (should 
this  ill-humour  continue,)  my  unstable  authority  over  troops 
of  dilierent  Colonies,  the  insufliciency  of  tiie  military  law, 
and  my  own  want  of  power  to  enforce  it,  weak  as  it  is,  1 
thought  it  expedient  to  call  the  Field-Ollicers  together. 
Enclosed  I  have  sent  you  the  result  of  our  deliberations. 
1  still  suspect  the  garrison  intend  an  elopement;  and  there 
is  some  reason  to  think  they  are  getting  Hat  boats  ready  to 
go  down  the  rapids.     This  intelligence  has  just  come. 

The  Cnnudians,  who  have  befriended  us,  begin  to  be 
exceedingly  uneasy  at  their  situation  should  we  not  suc- 
ceed. 1  have  ventured  to  assure  them,  should  any  acci- 
dent oblige  us  to  retire  without  etlbcting  our  business,  that 
1  would  take  care  of  all  those  who  were  afraid  to  remain  in 
the  country. 

You  will  see  the  piopriety  ol  putting  Ticoiidcroga  in  a 
state  of  defence  against  a  winter  coup-de-main,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  will  be  best  effected  by  a  stockade,  and  also 
of  having  a  post  at  Crown  Point.  The  vessels  should  lie 
in  stockade  also,  the  garrison  be  well  provided  with  vege- 
tables, and  every  thing  necessary  to  make  them  comfort- 
able, otherwise  it  will  be  difficult  to  keep  them  there  ;  and 
such  preparations  made  for  a  naval  armament  for  the  spring, 
that  the  troops  may  move  down  to  the  Ish-aux-Noix  be- 
fore Mr.  Carlcton  has  time  to  establish  himself  there,  should 
these  unhappy  troubles  continue. 

1  am,  &ic.,  RiLiiAUD  Montgomery. 

To  General  ^huyhr. 


Proceedings  of  a  Council  of  fVnr  held  at  St.  John's, 
October  13,  1775. 
I  proposed  establishing  a  battery  of  all  our  spare  heavy 
cannon  on  the  rising  ground  exactly  opposite  the  stone 
house  in  the  north  redoubt,  (in  the  west  face  of  which  there 
is  but  one  embrasure  open,)  at  the  distance  of  about  four 
hundred  yards,  securing  this  battery  with  a  work  capable 
of  being  well  defended  by  two  hundred  men.  From  this 
battery  our  approaches  might  be  continued  to  the  ditch, 
and,  by  the  time  we  arrive  there,  the  liaise  round  the  berm 
would  be  destroyed,  the  rampart  in  a  ruinous  state,  and  the 
large  house  (which  is  said  to  be  their  principal  barrack) 
would  be  destroyed,  as  every  shot  that  missed  the  rampart 
must  take  the  house.  Two  four- pounders,  on  the  east  side, 
would  answer  the  end  of  seeing  the  west  rampart  in  reverse. 


and  thereby  slackening  the  opposition  of  the  enemy.  By 
this  mode  of  proceeding,  if  our  ammunition  held  out,  there 
would  be,  in  my  opinion,  some  prospect  of  success,  not- 
withstanding the  snperiour  artillery  of  the  garrison,  which 
could  not  be  mounted  in  its  pro])er  place  time  enough  to 
prevent  the  erection  of  our  battery.  The  Field-OlJicers 
were,  to  a  man,  of  opinion  that  my  reasons  were  insufli- 
cient,  being  afraid  the  designed  ground  was,  at  this  season, 
too  wet  for  approaches,  and  strongly  of  ojiinion  our  heavy 
cannon,  on  tiie  east  side,  would  more  effectually  distress 
the  enemy  by  annoying  their  buildings;  the  fort  having  a 
gentle  slojie  to  the  liver,  and  which  was  urged  as  the 
strongest  motives  by  destroying  their  schooner.  In  vain  1 
represented,  if  every  building  was  destroyed,  the  garrison 
could  not  surrender  without  a  probability  of  an  assault, 
which  could  never  arise  from  any  attack  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river.  That  the  vessel  could  not  be  destroyed, 
because  she  would  change  her  place  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  eluile  our  batteries  ;  that  we  had  little  ])ouder  or  time 
to  throw  away  on  exjieriments  ;  that  I  had  amoral  cer- 
tainty they  would  find  themselves  mistaken  ;  and,  finally, 
that  they  must  take  it  upon  themselves,  for  I  would  not 
o|)pose  the  general  sense  of  the  Army,  and  should  enforce 
the  measure  by  every  effort  in  my  |iower. 

I  cannot  help  observing  to  how  little  purpose  I  am  here. 
Were  I  not  afraid  the  example  would  be  too  generally 
followed,  and  that  the  publick  service  might  suffer,  1  would 
not  stay  an  hour  at  the  head  of  troops  whose  o|)erations  I 
cannot  (lirort.  I  nuist  say  I  have  no  hojies  of  success  from 
ion's  wanting  provisions. 

Richard  Montgomery. 


generai,    Montgomery  to    major   urown. 

Camp  npur  St.  Jolin'y,  Octobc-r  G,  177.5. 

Sir:  You  uill  proceed  \o  La  Prairie,  in  order  to  meet 
Mr.  St.  Luke  La  Come,  and  other  principal  inhabiiants  of 
Montreal,  who  express  an  inclination  to  accoimnodate  mat- 
ters. Mr.  St.  Luke  and  his  fijends  must  give  hostages, 
and  deposite  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  (for  which  they 
shall  have  an  order  on  the  Treasury  or  Paymaster-General,) 
as  a  proof  of  their  sincerity  and  good  intentions.  You  will 
insist  upon  our  having  access  to  Montreal,  in  case  I  find  it 
necessary  to  occupy  it ;  if  possible,  the  Governour  and  his 
troops  must  be  obliged  to  quit  it.  Should  he  remain,  those 
who  now  wish  for  an  accommodation,  and  are  met  for  that 
purpose, or  their  dependants,  are  not  to  take  up  arms,  under 
l>ain  of  being  deemed  violators  of  their  faith.  They  shall 
engage,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  not  to  obstruct  in  any 
manner  the  liberal  plan  laid  down  for  the  establishment  of 
a  free  Government  in  Canada.  As  soon  as  the  situation  of 
affairs  will  permit  it,  the  jieople  must  choose  Committees 
to  depute  Delegates  for  the  Continental  and  a  Provincial 
Congress,  that  Canada  may  at  once  make  a  part  of  that 
union  which  will,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  establish  the 
rights  of  all  the  Colonies  on  a  firm  basis.  I  am  at  the 
head  of  an  auxiliary  Army  to  effect  these  purposes,  and 
sent  by  the  Congress  at  the  earnest  solicitations  of  the 
friends  of  liberty  In  Canada;  as  an  auxiliary,  I  shall  act  in 
conformity  to  the  general  inclinations  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  no  man's  property  shall  suffer,  as  far  as  lies  in  my 
power,  unless  the  people  themselves  think  proper  to  punish 
such  delinquents  as  may  persist  in  the  siipjiort  of  a  tyran- 
nick  Government.  Should  you  find  it  prudent  to  mention 
the  Kennebrck  expedition,  you  will  do  it. 

It  must  bo  communicated  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
Montreal,  that  if  Mr.  Allen  or  any  other  prisoner  of  our 
troops,  or  the  Canadians,  who  have  taken  up  arms  for  the 
establishment  of  their  rights,  are  treated  with  cruelty,  or 
more  severity  than  is  necessary  for  their  security,  I  must, 
much  against  my  inclination,  retaliate  on  those  who  already 
are  or  may  fall  into  my  hands. 

You  may,  perhaps,  have  an  opportunity  of  extending 
your  negotiation  further  than  I  foresee  ;  and,  perhaps,  in 
some  instances  you  may  not  be  able  to  proceed  so  far.  I 
must  leave  matters  to  your  own  judgtnent  and  zeal  for 
the  publick  good.  You  will  consult  Mr.  Livingston  on 
these  occasions.     I  only  give  these  as  hints. 

Richard  Montgomery. 

P.  S.  You  may  observe  that  it  was  late  before  the  Con- 
gress were  so   well  acqiialtUed  with  the  disposition  of  the 
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Canadians  as  to  venture  to  send  a  corps  ol  troops  into  a 
sister  Colonv:  that  iberefore  our  preparations  have  been 
somewhat  backward,  but  that  I  receive  re-enlorcements 
and  necessary  stores  as  last  as  my  boats  can  return  to  li- 
conderrga.  W  any  powder  can  be  obtained,  it  would  be 
serviceable;  but  it  is  a  dehcate  point  to  touch  on,  lest  it 
nii'4lit  give  suspicions  of  our  inability  to  carry  our  point 
heiv. 

It  would    be    ])rop( 


ike  the  coiiference  in  writin 
in-aireniciits.  R.  M- 


)MMITTEK    OF 


Elkins,  discharged  August  •20tli.  Ensign  Xalhl  Thving 
to  succeed  Lieutenant  Lcavitt,  and  Jumcs  Jf'cdgcivood  to 
succeed  Ensign  Brown,  of  said  Comiiany,  discharged  Sep- 
tembir  ^Oih. 

fCilliam  RoiveU  to  be  Ensign  in  Captain  dough's  Com- 
pany, to  succeed  Ensign  i.»(/'o'"'/,  vacated  ScjHimber  20th. 

JUchard  fVeare  to  be   Ensign  in  Captain  Howe's  Com- 
pany, commission  vacated  September  .'5d. 

Enoch  Chase  to  be  Ensign  in  Captain  Titcomb's  Com- 
jiaiiy,  commission  vacated  September  1st. 

Thomas  (  'handler  to  succeed  Ensign  Thwing,  in  Captain 
Shortridge's  Company,  vacated  August  20tli. 

Enoch  Pook. 


Sir:  We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yours  of  the  l.jtli  instant,  and  are  deeply  sensible  of 
your  benevolence  towards  the  inhabitants  of  Portsmouth. 
^\c  have  consulted  the  Committee  of  that  Town,  and  con- 
cluded to  forward  the  whole  cargo ;  to  sell  three  luindred 
barrels  thereof  lo  the  inhabitants  o(  Portsmouth,  and,  out 
of  the  proceeds,  to  pay  the  sailors'  wages. 

Before  the  receipt  of  yours,  Mr.  Moylan  had  setilcd 
the  method  of  transportation. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  highest  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
humble  servant. 


GENERAL    SLI.LIVAN    TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE     OF 
SAFETY. 

Wiutoi-IIill,  October  18,  1775. 
(jEntlemen:  Agreeable  to  your  re(|uest,  I  enclose  you 
a  list  of  vacancies  in  the  ]Scw-Hampshirc  Regiments,  w  itli 
the  names  of  the  persons  recommended  to  till  them  ;  beg 
you  to  fill  up  the  commissions  and  forward  them,  as  soon 
as  possible,  lo,  Genileincn,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Slllivan. 
Honourable  Committee  of  Safety,  Ncw-llampshirc. 

P.  S.  As  Colonel  Stark  and  Colonel  Ilccd  have  not 
mentioned  when  the  vacancies  happened,  beg  you  to  leave 
nic  to  put  in  the  dates,  which  I  think  you  may  venture  to 
do,  though  I  am  fully  convinced  of  the  justice  of  your  ob- 
servation, viz:  that  you  have  no  authority  to  delegate  the 
power  of  making  out  commissions. 

Your  liumble  servant,  John  Sullivan. 

Riturii  of  i'acaucics  in  Colonel  Reed's  lieginient. 

The  vacant  commissions  in  Colonel  Jlci:d\s  Regiment, 
with  tlic  names  of  those  persons  recommended  to  receive 
said  commissions : 

A  Lieutenant  wanting  in  Captain  .S}ot/(//;(.£>-'.s  Company; 
the  person  recommended  to  supply  the  said  vacancy  is 
George  Aldrich,  now  Ensign  in  Captain  Hinds's  Compa- 
ny, although  the  said  Aldrich  hath  not  received  his  En- 
sign's commission.  An  Adjutant  vacant ;  Stephen  Peabodtj 
recommended  to  receive  the  Adjutancy,  who  hath  ever 
done  the  duty.  An  Ensigiicy  vacant  in  Captain  Hutch- 
inson's Company;  the  person  recommended  \s  Richard 
Coughton,  Sergeant-Major,  lo  fill  up  said  vacancy  ;  and 
IVilUam  JIaiclcins,  who  distinguished  himself  in  the  lialllc 
at  Bunker's  Hill,  the  ITtli  of  June  last,  to  supply  the  place 
of  an  Ensign  in  Captain  Hinds's  Coniiiany,  in  lieu  of  the 
abovenamed  Aldrich. 

So  the  matter  is  :  Lieutenant,  George  .Mdrlrh  :  Ensigns, 

Richard  Coughton  and  Jl'illiam  Hawkins:  Adjutant,  .SVt- 

phen  Peahodii.    .  ,  i>  /  -  ;       ; 

'  •'  .  James  Ki:i;i),  Colonel. 

lsUM;L(ill.MAN.i.r.  Cr,/. 

Nathan  Hale.  Major. 


J'acancics  in  Colonel  Poor's  Regiment. 

lieturn  of  those  recommended  for  commissions  in  (Jolo- 
nel  Poor's  Regiment : 

Ensign  Thomas  Lyjhrd  lo  a  Lieutcnnncy  in  Captain  Til- 
ton's  Company,  vacated  Sejjt ember -Hhh.  Joseph  Huntoon 
to  be  Ensign  in  said  Com])any,  vacated  August  27th. 

Lieuleiianl  Thomas  Leuvilt  to  succeed  ihe  hue  Captain 


A  Return  of  Vacancies  in  Colonel  Stark's  Regiment. 

In  Captain  i?6£Y/'i' Com[)any  Lieutenancy  vacant;  En- 
sign James  Anderson  recommended  to  said  vacancy,  and 
Robert  Barnel  for  an  Ensign  in  said  Company. 

Ensign  vacant  in  Caplain  Kinsman's  Company;  Samuil 
Bradford  recommended  to  said  vacancy. 

Ensign  vacant  in  Capt.  Abbott's  Company;  Abiel  Chan- 
dler recommended    lo   be  commissioned  as  Ensign  in  said 
Com|)any,  from  tlie  first  eslublishment  of  the  Regiment. 
John  Stark,  Colonel. 

Cunnon  Wmter.IIill,  OutoKr  Ls,  177.'.. 


ADDRESS   OF  THE   liOROlC.H    OF   ABINGDON. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Bailiffs,  and  Burgesses  of  the 
Borough  of  Abingdon,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  presented 
to  His  Majesty  by  John  Mayor,  Esq.,  High  Sheriff  of 
Berkshire,  and  Representative  in  Parliament  for  the  said 
Borough,  and  John  Morton,  Esq.,  Recorder  of  the  said 
Borough. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eicellent  Majesty: 

AVe,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Mayor,  Bailifls,  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Abing- 
don, in  Common  Council  assembled,  truly  sensible  of  the 
many  blessings  we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  mild  and 
auspicious  Government,  beg  leave  at  this  important  junc- 
ture to  present  to  your  Majesty  the  strongest  assurances  of 
our  faithful  and  zealous  attachment  lo  your  royal  person, 
to  the  supreme  Legislature  of  Great  Britain,  and  our  ex- 
cellent Constitution,  in  Church  and  State;  and  ihat  we 
will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  abilities,  assist  in  supporting 
ihem. 

We  cannot  but  lament  the  misery  and  abiior  the  eon- 
duct  of  many  of  our  fellow-subjects  in  America,  influenced 
and  deluded  by  ihe  artful  designs  of  seditious  and  factious 
men,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  who,  under  the  specious 
pretext  of  preserving  the  liberty  of  the  people,  are  aiming 
at  a  total  subversion  of  Government,  and  the  confounding 
of  all  order  and  decency,  and  whose  machinations  have 
plunged  those  unhappy  people  into  open  rebellion  against 
your  Majesty's  crown  and  the  laws  of  the  realm. 

We  therefore  most  ardently  wish  such  success  may  at- 
tend those  measures  which  your  Majesty,  in  your  wisdom 
anil  the  firmness  of  your  Parliament,  shall  adopt  at  this 
crisis,  as  may  speedily  reduce  your  rebellious  subjects  lo 
a  just  sense  of  their  duty  and  allegiance;  and  that  the 
indubitable  authority  of  the  British  Legislature  may  be 
equally  acknowledged  and  perniancnlly  establisiicd  in  every 
part  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  this  i9th  (lav  of  October. 

ni5.  

ADDRESS    or   THE   CITV    OF   AHERDEEN. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council  of  the 
City  of  Aberdeen,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of  Sujf'olk,  one 
of  ills  Majesty's  jirincipal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  pre- 
sented to  His  Alajcsty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eicellent  Majesty. 
The  hiiiiilile   Address   of  the   Provost,  3Iagistrates,  and 

Council  of  the  City  o/' Aberdeen. 
J\]fist  Graciiins  Sovereigti  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  subjects,  the  Provost. 
Magistrates,  and  Town  Council  of  Aberdeen,  beg  leave  to 
approach  the  throne,  and  to  assure  your  Majesty  that  we 
arc    most   warmly   and    loyally   aitaclied    to  your  person. 
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family,  and  Governnipnt ;  tliat  wc  conteiii[)latc  witli  tlie 
highest  veneration  your  many  royal  virtues  ;  tiiat  we  en- 
tertain a  most  grateful  sense  of  the  blessinj^s  we  derive 
from  your  administration  ;  and  that  we  yield  to  none  of  our 
fellow-subjects  in  zeal  for  the  laws,  liberties,  and  Constitu- 
tion of  Great  Britain. 

Satisfied  as  we  are  that  the  honour  and  safety  of  these 
your  Kingdoms,  and  of  every  part  of  this  great  Empire, 
depend  on  a  due  subordination  of  the  whole  to  the  supreme 
legislative  authority  of  Great  Britain,  constitutionally 
vested  in  your  Majesty  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 
we  are  filled  with  astonishment  and  horrour  to  see  a  most 
audacious  spirit  of  opposition  to  that  supreme  authority 
prevail  among  so  many  of  our  fellow-subjects  in  America. 

When  we  consider  this  unprovoked  and  unnatural  re- 
bellion as  the  effect  of  blind  rage  in  a  deluded  multitude, 
seduced  to  their  ruin  by  the  falsehoods  and  sophistries  of 
designing  and  desperate  men,  we  cannot  but  pity  their  in- 
fatuation, and  lament  its  consequences.  But  we  should 
belie  our  own  hearts,  and  be  wanting  in  duty  to  our  fellow- 
subjects,  as  well  as  to  the  best  of  Sovereigns,  if  we  did  not 
declare,  before  the  world,  that  we  hold  all  such  traitorous 
proceedings,  and  all  their  abetters,  in  utter  abomination  ; 
that  we  do  most  heartily  approve  of  those  measui'es  which 
your  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  take  for  vindicating  the 
authority  of  the  laws,  the  honour  of  your  crown,  and  the 
rights  of  your  people  :  and  that,  reposing  with  full  confi- 
dence on  your  royal  wisdom  and  paternal  care,  we  hope 
and  earnestly  pray  that  the  steady  prosecution  of  the  same 
vigorous  measures  may  soon  restore  peace  to  America, 
and  diffuse  prosperity  and  gladness  through  every  part  of 
the  British  Dominions. 

As  we  know  that  your  Majesty  has  nothing  so  much 
at  heart  as  the  good  of  your  subjects,  and  as  nothing  could 
make  us  so  happy  as  to  be  instrumental  in  communicating 
any  degree  of  pleasure  to  the  father  of  his  Country,  we 
beg  leave  to  inform  your  Majesty  that  turbulence  and  sedi- 
tion are  crimes  unknown  to  this  City  and  Province  ;  that 
our  trade  and  manufactures  are  flourishing;  and  that  our 
people  are  industrious,  peaceable,  and  loyal. 

It  is  our  daily  and  earnest  prayer,  that  the  Divine  Pro- 
vidence may  bless  your  Majesty  with  length  of  days,  and 
with  all  imaginable  felicity,  both  here  and  hereafter;  and 
that  your  descendants,  ever  ambitious  to  imitate  your  illus- 
trious example,  may  sway  the  British  sceptre  to  the  latest 
generations. 

Signed  in  name,  in  presence,  and  by  appointment  of  the 
Magistrates  and  Town  Council  o^  Aberdeen,  in  Council 
convened,  at  Aberdeen,  the  nineteenth  day  of  October,  one 
thousand  seven  huudred  and  seventy-five. 

Adam  Duff,  Provost. 


ADDRESS   OF   THE   BURGH    OF   AYR. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Town  Council 
of  the  Burgh  of  Ayr,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  the 
Right  Honourable  Sir  George  Macartney,  Knight  of  tlie 
Bath,  their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Ercellcnt  Majesty. 
The  humble   Address  of  the   Provost,   Magistrates,   and 

Town  Council  of  your  ancient  Royal  Burgh  of  Ayr, 

in  Common  Council  assembled. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  beg  leave 
unanimously  to  express  our  sentiments  of  gratitude  for  the 
many  blessings  we  have  enjoyed  under  your  mild  Govern- 
ment, ever  since  your  happy  accession  to  the  thione. 

Being  thus  sensible  of  our  own  ha|)piness,  it  is  with  hor- 
rour and  detestation  that  we  behold  the  standard  of  Rebel- 
lion erected  in  so  many  of  your  American  Provinces,  and 
an  unnatural  war  carried  on  by  your  subjects  there,  against 
their  lawful  Sovereign  and  Mother  Country,  after  the 
greatest  marks  of  lenity  and  condescension  have  been 
shown  to  them,  by  your  Rlajesty  and  tlie  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain. 

We  sincerely  lament  the  present  situation  of  these  un- 
happy and  deluded  people,  who,  instead  of  enjoying  liberty, 
law,  justice,  and  property,  as  formerly,  are  now  governed 
by  the  mob  and  rabble,  headed  by  mad  enthusiasts  and 
desperate  Republicans. 


We  beg  leave  to  assui-e  your  Majesty,  that  we,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Burgh,  whom  we  represent,  are  ready 
to  support,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  all  such  measures 
as  shall  be  judged  necessary,  by  your  Majesty  and  Parlia- 
ment, to  put  a  speedy  end  to  this  unnatural  rebellion,  and 
to  disappoint  the  seditious  practices  of  a  discontented  fac- 
tion at  home,  who  appear  to  us  to  have  greatly  encouraged 
and  instigated  the  rebellion  of  the  Americans. 

^  That  Almighty  God  may  bless  your  i\Iajesty's  councils, 
give  success  to  your  arms;  that  a  speedy  peace  and  recon- 
ciliation may  lake  place  among  all  your  subjects,  and  the 
further  eifusion  of  liunian  blood  be  prevented  ;  that  you 
may  have  a  long  and  prosperous  reign,  over  a  free  and 
hajjpy  people — is  our  sincere  jjrayer. 

Signed  in  name  and  by  appointment  of  the  Magistrates 
and  Town  Council  of  the  Burgh  of  Ayr,  in  C'limmon 
Council  assemblefl,  this  nineteenth  day  of  October,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

James  Hutliiison,  Provost. 


ADDRESS    OF  THE    FREEHOLDERS    OF   THE   COUNTY   OF    I.IN- 
LITHHOW. 

Address  of  the  Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  Freeholders,  and 
others,  of  the  County  of  Linlithgow,  ]iresented  to  His 
Majesty  by  Sir  IVilliam  Augustus  Cunynghame,  Baronet, 
their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  County  of  Linlithgow. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Noble- 
men, Gentlemen,  Freeholders,  and  others,  of  the  Couiiiy 
of  Linlithgow,  most  humbly  beg  leave  to  lament  the  un- 
happy distuibances  occasioned  by  the  Rebellion  raised  by 
some  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  America:  to  declare 
our  detestation  and  abhorrence  of  these  and  all  other  at- 
tempts against  your  Goveriniient ;  our  entire  confidence  in 
such  measures  as  to  your  Majesty's  wisdom,  and  that  of 
your  Parliament,  shall  appear  most  |)rudent  to  quell  the 
insurgents,  restore  peace  to  your  dominions,  and  to  main- 
tain the  necessary  constitutional  dependance  of  all  your 
Colonies  on  the  Mother  Country;  and  that  we  are  ready 
cheerfully  to  conti'ibute  all  in  our  power  to  these  desiiable 
ends. 

Permit  us  to  assm'c  your  Majesty  of  our  inviolable  at- 
tachment to  your  sacred  person,  family,  and  Government, 
and  to  offer  our  prayers  for  the  long  continuance  of  your 
auspicious  reign,  under  which,  by  the  blessing  of  Divine 
Providence,  we  enjoy  every  advantage  derivable  from  our 
happy  Constitution. 

In  presence  and  by  a|)pointment  of  the  meeting. 

LinlithKONV,  Oclol.cr  til,  1775.  RoSEBERV. 


VtRGINIA   (  OMMITTEE    OF   SAFETY. 

Williamsburgh,  October  i;i,  177:). 

As  the  circumstances  of  the  present  times  m.-ike  it  (iru- 
dent  to  guard  against  the  consequence  of  intelligence  to 
the  enemies  o(  America,  by  means  of  certain  evil  disposefl 
persons,  who  may  travel  through  the  Country  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  Committee  of  Safety  do  therefore  earnestly  re- 
commend it  to  all  Magistrates  and  other  officers,  civil  and 
military,  the  members  of  the  several  Committees,  and  all 
others  within  this  Colony,  to  be  vigilant  in  examining  all 
strangers  and  suspected  persons  whom  they  may  find  pass- 
ing, and  to  slop  such  as  do  not  give  a  proper  account  of 
their  journey  and  em[)loyment. 

As  Saltpetre  is  an  article  much  wanted  in  America,  the 
Committee  of  Safety  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  plant- 
ers of  tobacco  in  this  Colony  to  cut  down  and  preserve  all 
their  tobacco  suckers ;  and  also  to  preserve  the  trash, 
stalks,  and  sweepings  of  their  tobacco  houses,  which  are 
found  to  be  exceedingly  useful  in  the  production  of  that 
necessary  article. 

Bv  order  of  the  Committee  : 

John  Pendleton,  Jun.,  Clerk. 
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TO   TIU:    INHABITANTS   OF    VIRGINIA. 

Williainslmrgli,  Oclubor  19,  177r). 

How  Ion[;  will  loyalty  to  yoiif  Sovereign,  liow  long  will 
your  altacliiiicnt  to  a  Ibrin  of  Government  once  happily 
administered,  how  long  will  that  moderation  which  has 
ever  characterized  you,  prevail  on  you  to  keep  the  sword 
unsheathed,  to  stifle  those  noble  sentiments  of"  resentment 
u'liich  must  so  torture  the  breasts  of  injiuvd  innocence  ? 
On  other  occasions  such  princi|)les  might  do  you  immortal 
honour ;  but  as  circumstances  change  our  notions  of  things, 
in  what  light  must  we  view  them  when  we  consider  the 
late  answer*  of  a  blood-thirsty  King  to  the  only  men  in 
lirilain  who  have  honesty  and  spirit  enough  to  tell  hiiii 
they  are  friends  to  the  liberties  of^  mankind,  and  will  en- 
deavour to  protect  them  from  all  tyrannick  invasions?  It 
must  now  be  shamefully  notorious  to  the  whole  world,  that 
he  was  the  infernal  author,  and  has  all  along  been  (though 
a  secret  yet)  the  most  strenuous  supporter  of  all  those  dia- 
bolical measures  which  have  been  atloptcd  and  [lursued 
against  America. 

But  though  scenes  of  villany,  with  rc^pret  lo  America, 
have  been  perpetrated  on  the  other  side  tlie  Ailantick, 
which  seem  to  have  tortured  the  invention  of  hell  itself, 
yet,  if  ye  can  bear  the  shock,  I  will  beg  leave  to  call  your 
attention  nearer  home,  and  bid  you  behold  your  native 
land  contaminated  with  those  of  a  far  deeper  dye:  for 
there  is  a  monster  of  impiety  still  suffered  to  exist  among 
us,  and  furnish  the  world  with  a  new  catalogue  of  crimes, 
to  which  all  ages,  all  nations,  have  hitherto  been  strangers, 
and  which  could  have  been  suggested  to  him  by  none  but 
some  being  more  pernicious  and  exuberant  in  evil  than  old 
Satan  himself.  He  was  set  over  a  free,  a  \irtuous  peo- 
ple, to  protect,  to  be  the  sacred  guardian  of  their  liberties 
and  laws;  to  diffuse  oii  all,  though  it  were  but  with  reflect- 
ed lustre,  the  benign  rays  of  sovereign  mercy.  So  long  as 
ye  thought  he  even  wished  (for  to  accomplish  he  was  by 
nature  incapable)  to  promote  these  laudable  ends,  ye 
granted  him  every  indulgence,  ye  showed  liiin  every  mark 
of  respect  that  the  best,  the  most  virtuous  Governour  could 
have  desired  ;  even  the  small  share  of  merit  which  ye 
thought  could  possibly  be  due  to  any  part  of  his  conduct, 
was  ever,  with  the  sincerest  gratitude,  placed  in  the  must 
conspicuous  point  of  view. 

But  to  trace  him  through  all  the  daik  mazes  of  his  un- 
paralleled iierfidy,  cruelty,  and  tyrannick  exeriiuns,  woidd 
jirove  a  painful  task,  both  to  him  who  should  write,  and  to 
liim  who  should  think  proper  to  leatl  the  black  detail  ; 
would  put  \\cc  itself  to  the  blush,  shock  even  inhumanity, 
and  make  oppression  stare.  It  must  sufilce,  thcrefoie,  to 
touch  only  on  a  few  circumstances;  but  each  of  them  is 
of  such  a  natiuo  as  ought  ere  this  to  have  sounded  the 
truni|K't  of  vengeance  through  the  whole  land.  I  will  say 
nothing  of  the  robbery  of  the  publick  magazine,  wiiich,  it 
was  foolishly  hoped,  would  at  once  so  di-^arm  and  terrify 
the  inhabiiauts  as  to  bring  them  tamely  to  submit  to  every 
act  of  lawless  power;  but,  happilv  foi-  us,  it  had  quite  a 
difTerent  efiect.  How  would  his 'Huihy  f.-ars  havi^  been 
multiplied  had  he  have  known  of  ilic  ^i\  liMiKhcd  armed 
men  assembled  at  Frcilcriikslnirali ,  with  ilcieriiiined  leso- 
hitioMS  to  get  satisfaction,  even  thouL'h  it  should  lie  at 
the  expense,  of  a  Lord's  lu'ad  ?  How  uonld  his  m.an 
dastardly  soul,  have  shrunk  within  its  iniive  contra,  ii.d 
sphere  at  the  sight  nf  nundjers  <d"  those  bunc  men  \\hom 
lie  flattered  himself  he  had,  in  his  late  campaign,  so  invio- 
lably attached  to  his  interest  ?  Fool  that  he  was,  to  sup- 
pose that  men  who  had  so  hi-avcly  Ii.uliJiI  nnd  bled  fiir 
their  Country  could  so  soon  he  iiidurcil,  bv  an\  tool  of 
dc-potism,  to  endeavour  to  overturn  its  hbeities.  But  that 
tlii'ir  noble  resolutions  were  not  put  into  execution,  he  may 
confess  himself  under  eternal  ohiigations  to  the  inlluencc 
of  some  of  our  h-ading  men,  who,  though  with  the  utmost 
diniculiy,  did  at  Liiglli  prevail  with  them,  after  holding  a 
council  of  \'.,i]-.  ('(iiiiiiosed  of  their  oHlci.'rs  and  the  most 
respectable  of  their  body,  to  disperse  and  return,  with  dis- 
appointment and  dis-atislaction,  to  their  ri-spccti\ c  homes. 
Neither  will  I  lroid,!e  \  on  with  a  nlaiiou  .d"  that  black, 
cowardly,  and  bloody  afiair,  of  ihi;  spring  irons  in  the  ma- 
gazine ;  neither  will  1  molest  you  with  a  tedious  detail  of 
tiiose  base  scenes  of  falsehood,  efjuivocation,  dissimulation, 

'  T^.  '.ho  .\.d<Ir.>:i  nf  lliu  Lord  M.iyor,  vVc,  of  tl;c  fil  y  of  Lcnd'in. 


and  villany,  which  he  acted  during  the  last  sessions  of 
Assembly,  and  which  so  strikingly  evince  the  distinguished 
turpitude  of  his  heart.  As  to  his  piralick  expeditions  up 
and  down  our  rivers,  in  quest  of  hen-roosts,  sheep-folds, 
cow-pens,  and  negro-quarters,  which  he  never  omitted  an 
opportunity  of  [lillaging,  they  are  of  too  trifling  a  nature 
to  engage  your  attention  ;  for  here  he  only  condescended 
to  imitate  the  more  pardonable  crimes  of  those  w  ho  are 
but  novices  in  the  arts  of  vice  when  compared  with  him- 
self. Nor  will  1  tire  out  your  patience  with  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  gross  insults  he  has  otlered  in  particular  lo 
individuals,  and  to  the  Town  of  Norfolk,  and,  in  general, 
to  the  whole  Colony  ;  the  bare  mention  of  any  one  of 
which  ought  to  be  sufiicient  to  stimulate  the  most  inactive 
to  revenge.  But  how  will  your  breasts  glow  with  just  re- 
sentment, and  honest  indignation,  when  1  tell  you  he  has 
dared  to  ofier  violence  to  the  chastity  of  a  poor  innocent 
girl?  This  unlia|)py  victim  to  his  lawless  lust,  whose 
beauty  had  stricken  him,  was  by  him,  or  by  some  of  his 
minions,  torn  from  the  poor-house  in  Norfolk,  from  the 
few  friends  which  poverty  could  procure  her,  carried  on 
board  his  ship,  and  forced  to  become  an  instrument  of 
pleasure  to  him  who  had  degraded  himself  far  beneath 
the  most  grovelling  of  the  brute  creation.  There,  we  are 
told,  she  was  kept,  and  in  that  capacity,  till  that  notorious 
pander  of  his  brutal  passions,  by  tiie  prostitution  of  his  own 
ofispring,  supplied  him  with  more  charming  objects  ;  for 
on  their  arrival  this  unhappy  giii  was  dismissed,  and  thrown 
upon  the  world,  robbed  of  all  she  held  most  dear,  of  all 
on  wdiich  she  relied  for  a  future  reputable  subsistence.  Ye 
inhabitants  of  Norfolk!  Why  were  ye  passive  here? 
Why  suffer  such  an  outrage  to  go  unpunished?  Could 
none  be  found  among  you  animated  with  the  noble  spirit 
of  old  Virginius  1  Or  would  none  dare  to  stand  forth  the 
avenger  of  injured,  of  ravi?hed  virtue  ?  Such  an  act, 
whatever  had  been  the  consequence,  would  have  been 
supported  by  the  whole  Colony  ;  nay,  by  the  whole 
Continent,  and  would  have  entailctl  on  its  authors  eternal 
applause. 

To  let  the  suord,  therefore,  remain  a  moment  longer 
within  the  scabbard,  will  be  criminal.  Whatl  Shall  the 
sons  of  I'irginia  be  idle  spectators,  while  one  of  her 
daughters  is  ravished,  and  while  others  are,  by  that  dia- 
bolical |)ander,  prostituted  with  such  unnatural,  such  un- 
heard-of infamy?  No!  Give  vent,  then,  to  every  senti- 
ment of  revenge;  let  it,  like  the  obstructed  torrent,  burst 
forth  with  gathered  fury  ;  let  it  sweep  otr,  and  bury  in 
eternal  obli\ion,  that  more  than  Tarlarian  monster  of 
impiety,  that  infamous  pander,  and  his  prostituted  race, 
that  posterity  may  not  know  tliat  there  ever  was  an  age 
when  humanity  was  so  far  debased,  and  that  the  future 
daughters  of  Virginia  may  never  blush  to  hear  that  there 
was  a  time  when  one  of  their  sisters  could  so  shamefully 
depart  from  the  amiable  characteristick  applied  to  the  fair 
sex  in  general,  but  more  particularly  to  them. 

Let  it  involve  also,  in  the  same  deserved  fiite,  those 
insolent  minions  of  his  who  act  under  tlie  auspices  of  his 
all-malevolent  countenance.  The  insults  they,  without  any 
provocation  under  heaven,  oflbr  to  every  person  who  passes 
within  their  r>-ach,  are  in-^uflerable.  Neither  had  they 
bi.Tii  ilius  loll;;  borne,  had  not  the  pcojile  been  left  in  un- 
ci ttaliit\  how  to  act,  by  seeing  that  laudable  spirit  which 
was  but  a  11  w  months  ago  bursting  forth  against  the  first 
strides  of  tyranny  and  lawless  power,  checked  by  those 
whom  they  thought  more  capable  of  consulting  for  the 
common  good  than  ihcmsidves.  They  indeed  acted  from 
the  best,  the  noblest  principles;  but  it  is  the  inevitable 
frailty  of  human  nature  sometimes  to  be  <leceived  in  its 
conjectures  of  the  futuie,  even  where  the  consequences 
are  most  carefidly  drawn  li-nin,  and  tried  by  the  present 
and  the  past,  tliC  sure-t  cril 'rM  within  the  reach  of  hu- 
manity. 

1  know  the  lir.irt  of  evoiy  Ilrginiaii  glows  with  secret 
resentment  ulen  he  rcfleit-  that  there  is  not  a  peaceable 
passenger  secure  from  the  search  and  insults  of  the  insig- 
nificnni  Ca|itainsofa  few  armed  vessels,  who  now  pretend 
to  lord  it  over  us;  but  each  waits  for  his  neighbour  to 
strike  the  first  blow.  The  destrudion  of  lliem  must  cost 
the  li\es  of  a  [cw  ;  but  wh<;n  all  are,  to  a  man,  prepared 
to  risk  tlicin  in  the  noble  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
why  are  we  backward  '      I'eihaps,  too,  it  inay  cost  either 
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the  partial  or  total  destruction  of  one  of  our  sea-port  Towns  ; 
but  the  iniiabitants  of  it  are  ready  to  see  it  sacrificed  when 
the  general  good  requires  it.  They  are  conscious  of  the 
importance  of  a  noble  and  sjiirited  stand.  Tliey  also,  as 
well  as  every  true  fiiend  to  America,  must  be  conscious, 
that  it  is  not  for  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  nor  even  for 
the  preservation  of  more  of  that  whicli  we  alieady  possess, 
than  is  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  whole,  that  we  are 
struggling.  But  if  we  can  retain  only  a  small  share  of  our 
property,  secure  our  future  safety,  and  maintain  our  liber- 
ties inviolate,  we  shall  think  ourselves  rich,  fortunate,  and 
happy  indeed.  Let  me  again  tell  you,  that  any  further 
delay  is  dangerous,  is  criminal.  Behold  iiow  they  are  forti- 
fying and  strengthening  themselves  in  their  own  abominable 
wickedness!  While  we  can,  with  the  loss  of  the  lives  of 
but  few  of  our  countrymen,  and  with  the  destruction  ol 
only  part  of  the  property  of  a  few  others,  let  us  sacrifice 
the  whole  infernal  crew  to  the  guardian  ileities  of  Ameri- 
can liberty,  and  to  those  of  Virginian  chastity.  Their 
sacred  rights  have  of  late  been  so  horridly  profaned,  so 
daringly  violated,  that  they  require  some  propitiatory  sacri- 
fice to  be  immediately  made. 


fHESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WOOSTER. 

PInladelplua,  Octob.-r  19,  177o. 

Sir:  General  Schuyler,  having  by  letter  informed  the 
Congress,  that  he  believed  he  should  have  no  occasion  to 
employ  the  troops  under  your  command,  I  am  desired  by 
the  Congress  to  direct  that  you  immediately  proceed,  with 
the  troops  under  your  command,  to  the  batteries  erecting 
on  the  Highlands  on  North  River,  and  there  leave  as  many 
of  your  troops  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  conductor,  will  be 
necessary  for  expediting  the  completion  of  the  works  there  ; 
and  that  you  repair  with  the  remainder  of  the  troops  to 
Nctv-York,  and  there  continue  until  fiirtlier  orders  from 
the  Congress.  But  in  case  you  should  have  any  orders 
from  General  Schuyler  previous  to  the  receipt  of  this,  to 
join  the  Army  under  his  command,  or  in  any  way  to  be 
aiding  to  his  expedition,  you  aie  wholly  to  conform  your- 
self to  his  directions,  the  above  ordeis  of  Congress  not- 
withstanding.     I  am,  &;c., 

John  Hancock,  l^resident. 
To  Brigadier-General  fl'oostcr,  at  Albany. 

committee     of     tONTINENTAI,     CONGRESS    TO     NEW-HAIMP- 

SllllU:    COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY. 

[Circl.r.] 

Philudclphb,  October  l!l,  1775. 
Sib:  The  Continental  Congress  having  been  pleased  to 
appoint  us  a  Committee  for  collecting  an  account  of  the 
hostilities  committed  by  the  Ministerial  Troops  and  Navy 
in  America,  since  last  March,  with  proper  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  the  facts  related,  the  number  and  value  of  the 
buildings  destroyed,  and  of  the  vessels  inward  and  outward 
bound  seized  by  them,  as  nearly  as  can  bo  ascertained, 
and,  also,  the  stock  taken  by  them  from  tlitlerent  parts  of 
the  Continent,  as  you  may  see  by  the  enclosed  resolve, 
we  entreat  the  assistance  of  your  Convention,  that  we 
may  be  enabled  to  perform  what  is  required  of  us,  and  to 
report  our  proceedings  in  the  manner  and  with  the  expedi- 
tion the  Congress  expects  ;  and,  to  that  end,  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  furnish  us  with  the  necessary  materials,  send- 
ing to  us  clear,  distinct,  full,  and  circumstantial  details  of 
the  hostile  and  destructive  acts,  and  the  captures  or  seizures, 
and  depredations  in  your  Colony,  and  accurate  estimates 
of  the  loss  and  damage,  with  the  solemn  examinations  of 
witnesses,  and  other  papers  and  documents,  officially  authen- 
ticated. 

We  arc,  Sir,  }(iur  obedient,  humble  servant^, 

Sii.As  Deane, 
John  Adams, 
George  Wythe. 

allegiance     to     crowned     heads     UrON     THE     BRITISH 

throne. 

Ivow.YorU,  October  19,  177:.. 

Tlie  word  Allegiance  is  derived  from  the  Latin  verb 
olligo,  or  allignrc,  which  signifies  the  binding  of  one  thing 
or  person  to  another:   when  it  is  spoken  of  a  subject  with 
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relation  to  his  Sovereign,  it  means  the  obligation  the  for- 
mer is  under  to  submit  to  and  obey  the  latter  in  all  things 
lawful ;  so  that  it  is  the  legal  faith  and  obedience  which 
every  subject  owes  to  his  Sovereign,  immediately  upon  his 
being  placed  upon  the  throne,  with  the  royal  crown  upon 
his  head,  accompanied  with  his  coronation  oath. 

Sovereign  rulers,  seated  upon  the  throne  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, are  bound  by  their  coronation  oath  to  govern  the 
realm  according  to  the  fundairiental  laws  of  the  State, 
contained  in  Magna  Charta,  which  is  the  basis  of  all  the 
English  laws  and  liberties  that  can  be  justified  ;  which 
laws  the  subject  is  under  indispensable  obligations  to  obey, 
so  soon  as  he  sustains  the  relation  of  a  subject  to  his  So- 
vereign. But  the  obligation  is  very  much  confirmed  by 
his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  For  he  promises  and 
solemnly  swears,  that  he  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true 
allegiance  to  his  Sovereign  upon  the  throne,  governing  ac- 
cording to  the  fimdamental  laws  of  the  Kingdom. 

Tliis  oath  of  allegiance,  taken  by  the  subject  to  the 
Sovereign,  may  be  considered  as  the  counterpart  of  the 
coronation  oath,  taken  by  the  Sovereign  to  the  subject: 
and  both  together  constitute  the  nature  of  a  covenant  be- 
tween Piince  and  people  ;  for  as  the  King  or  Queen  is 
bound  by  oatli  to  govern  the  people  according  to  the  fun- 
damental laws  of  Magna  Charta,  so  the  people  are  bound 
by  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  obey  all  the  laws  of  the  Ad- 
ministration that  are  conformable  to  that  great  charter. 

But  if  the  British  Legislature  enact  laws  subversive  of 
the  fundamental  Constitution — laws  that  stretch  the  prero- 
gative beyond  its  limited  bounds,  and  violate  the  liberties 
of  the  subject,  the  Sovereign  adding  his  sanction  to  them, 
and  thereby  violating  his  coronation  oath  ;  the  peo])le  in 
such  case  are  absolved,  ipso  facto,  from  their  obligations 
of  obedience  to  the  King.  So  far,  in  this  case,  is  it  from 
being  a  virtue  and  matter  of  duly  for  the  people  tamely 
to  surrender  their  natural  and  constitutional  rights  and  pri- 
vileges, that  it  is  their  duty  to  insist  upon  them,  and  not 
submit  to  the  cruel  arm  of  despotism. 

Every  measure,  indeed,  expressive  of  suitable  deference 
to  crowned  heads,  should  be  taken,  by  petitions,  remon- 
strances, and  addresses  to  the  Throne.  But  if  all  these  are 
rejected  and  prove  inefTectual,  the  subject  has  a  right  to 
defend  his  liberties  by  resistance,  even  unto  blood,  in  case 
the  Administration  endeavour  to  carry  their  unconstitutional 
acts  of  despotism  into  execution  by  the  sword.  The  law 
of  God,  the  law  of  nature,  and  the  gospel  of  Jesns  Christ, 
will  justify  them  in  so  doing. 

But  may  we  rebel  against  the  King  r  Is  he  not  "  the 
Lord's  anointed  ?"  No  !  the  King  o(  England  is  not  "  the 
Lord's  anointed,"  in  the  sense  that  Said,  David,  and 
other  Kings  oi'  Israel  were,  who  were  made  Kings  by  the 
special  appointment  and  nomination  of  God  himself. 

The  Government  of  the  Jeif.',  before  God  gave  them 
a  King,  was  theocratical.  God  himself  was  their  King 
and  their  lawgiver,  as  an  absolute  Sovereign.  And  when 
the  form  of  tlieir  Government  was  changed,  he  pointed  out 
their  Kings,  who  by  divine  direction  were  solemnly  anointed 
with  oil.  God  retaining  his  legislative  superintendency, 
as  supreme  monarch,  their  Kings  had  only  the  adminis- 
tration of  Government  committed  to  their  trust;  in  which 
they  were  under  indispensable  obligations  to  be  observant 
of  his  laws,  in  every  step  of  their  administration. 

But  wc  have  no  such  Kings  in  England,  nor  ever  had. 
Not  one  of  them  ever  was  pointed  out  by  God,  in  that  ex- 
traordinary way,  nor  anointed  as  those  Kings  of  Israel 
were.  Our  Kings  are  made  so  by  compact,  as  is  apparent 
in  the  coronation  oath  and  oath  of  allegiance.  The  rule 
of  the  Administration  is  the  law,  or  laws  made  by  the 
Lords  and  Commons,  agreeable  to  Magna  Charta;  and 
the  King  is  as  much  bound  by  that  Constitution  as  the 
subject. 

Therefore,  if  tlie  King  gives  his  sanction  to  acts  of  Par- 
liament, subversive  of  that  grand  charter  by  which  he  holds 
his  crown,  and  endeavours  to  carry  them  into  execution  by 
force  of  arms,  the  people  have  a  right  to  repel  force  by 
force,  in  vindication  of  their  lives,  their  rights  and  privi- 
lesjes.  And  if  they  do,  it  cannot  with  any  propriety  be 
catled  rebellion  ;  for  rebellion  is  a  traitorous  taking  up 
of  arms  against  the  King,  in  the  regular  discharge  of  his 
important  trust,  as  King  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 

But  «  hen  the  King  of  Great  Britain  violates  the  Con- 
U 
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siitulion,  by  such  inal-adniini,liat.o.i  as  has  been  specihed, 
lie  unkii^'s  hi.nseir,  and  is  hable  lo  be  deposed:  Aay,  he 
in  a  sense  deposes  hiinself.  Tlie  person  remains,  but  ihe 
consliiutional  Kin-  of  Great  Britain  no  longer  exists  in 
him.  Nor  can  he  be  recovered  from  that  degradation, 
that  moral  and  political  death,  wiiliout  reversing,  annul- 
lini^,  and  repealing  those  unconstituiional  acts  which  he 
has'raiilied,  and  recalhng  the  Heels  and  armies  of  those 
raparees,  tliose  bloody  handiui  he  has  sent  Ibnh  to  carry 
them  into  execution. 

Can  it,  with  any  projiriety,  be  called  rebellion  to  light 
a<'ainst  such  robbers,  such  murderers,  who  came  with  an 
unjustifiable  commission  to  rob,  plunder,  and  destroy,  con- 
trary to  the  letter,  spirit,  and  genius  of  the  Ihitisii  Con- 
stitution ?  iMay  it  not  rather  be  said,  that  they  light  and 
rebel  against  the  King,  inasmuch  as  they  rebel  against  the 
Constitution  that  made  him  King;  and  so  fight  against  the 
King,  though  they  light  for  his  person?  And  are  not  all 
those  .Minister-;  and  lawmakers  iraitors  to  the  King,  wlio 
liave  led  him  iiilo  these  destruclivo  siuiesr  And  yet  the 
King  liimself  cannot  be  excustd. 

It^'would  be  vain  to  say,  he  did  not  make  those  uncon- 
stitutional acts,  but  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament 
assembled.  For  he  ratified  lliein,  and  passed  them  into 
jaws,  when  he  might  and  could  have  negatived  them.  His 
approbation  passed  them  into  laws,  to  enslave  or  iiuirder 
his  subjects.  And  he,  having  the  power  of  making  war 
MS  well  as  peace,  sent  his  hostile  llcets  and  armies  to  en- 
clave or  destroy  his  American  Colonies,  when  he  might 
have  withheld  them,  and  ought  so  to  have  done.  Nor  can 
he  any  more  be  deemed  the  lawful  K\n>^o(  Great  Britain, 
until  he  refieals  those  cruel  acts,  and  causes  the  bloody 
v,ar  to  cease  which  they  have  commenced.  No  King, 
unless  it  he  a  conslitulioiial  King,  can  subsist  under  the 
/■.';/ •'■//s/i  Constitution. 


Cr.NEK.U.    SCllL'VLKll   TO   GKNEUAI.   WOOSTKK. 

Ticomlori,.;;!,  Octol.ri-  i;»,  177.'). 

Sin:  The  (,'onllnental  Congress  ha\ing  taken  the  six 
first  Regiments,  raised  tliis  year  in  the  Colony  of  Conncc- 
ticul,  (of  which  yours  is  one.)  into  the  pay  and  service  of 
the  associated  Colonics,  ai  ilie  c  anic-t  ivipiest  of  the  honour- 
able Delegates  reiire.^entiiiu  ihr  t'oimiy  ui Connecticut,  and 
you  having  in  a  variety  of  iii5laiicLs  obeyed  the  orders  of 
Coiigiess,  who  have  conferred  on  you  the  rank  of  Briga- 
dier-General in  the  Army  of  the  associated  Colonies,  I  was 
taught  to  believe  you  considered  yourself  as  such,  both  from 
what  1  have  above  observed,  and  from  30ur  declarations  to 
me  yesterday  ;  but  I  am  just  now  informed,  that  you  have 
called  a  General  Court-.^Ianial,  at  Fort  George,  in  your 
way  up  here — a  conduct  which  1  cannot  account  for,  unless 
yoti  consider  yourself  my  Mipcilor ;  and  ihat  cannot  be  in 
virtue  of  your  appointment  by  Congress,  by  which  you 
are  a  younger  l*rigadicr-(Jeiieral  than  Mr.  Muni  gamer  ij ; 
and  unless  you  consider  youiself  as  such,  1  cannot,  consist- 
ent with  the  duty  I  owe  the  publick,  permit  you  to  join 
that  part  of  the  Army  now  under  lirigadicr-General  ilio;;^- 
H^oineri/'s  command,  lest  a  confusion  and  disagreement 
should  ari  e  ihal  inii^hl  prove  fatal  to  our  operations  in 
Vanaila.  \  uu  will,  thci'eforc,  Sa-,  |)lease  to  give  nie  your 
explicit  answer  to  ihis  iiuesiion  :  whether  you  consider 
_\ourM;li'  and  \'our  Regiment  in  the  service  of  the  asso- 
ciaii'd  C(iliiiiii;s,  and  yourself  a  younger  Brigadier-General 
ui  that  sri\ice  ihan  Mr.  Mi/nlgowcri/  or  not,  that  no  inis- 
jpprflicn-hais  or  misrtiircscniaiions  may  hereafier  arise. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  much  n.-ncct,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  Puil.ll'  ScH|-Yl.t:R. 
To  (icn.Tal  li,w.'^/er. 


(iK.Nt:HAl,   WOOSTI'.i;   to    MA.IOU-tiKNKliAt,   Sllll  VI.KR. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  favour  of  this  day,  give  me 
leave  to  acquaint  you,  ihat  immediately  upon  my  receiving 
the  Continental  articles  of  war,  1  gave  them  out  to  the 
diffiircnt  Captains  and  coininandeis  of  Coni|)anies  in  my 
Regiment,  liut  they  universally  declined  signing  them;  of 
conseijuence,  in  the  discipline  of  the  troops  under  my 
command,  1  was  obliged  to  conlinue  in  the  use  of  the  law 
martial   of  L'onncclicut,    under    which   they   were   raised, 


which  I  certainly  liad  a  right  to  do,  by  virtue  of  my  corn- 
mission  from  that  Colony.  Upon  the  same  principle,  I 
ordered  a  General  Com t-Martial  at  Fort  George,  which, 
whether  right  or  not,  was  never  designed  in  the  least  to 
contradict  or  counteract  your  authority  as  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  troops  upon  this  de|)artment. 

\Vitb  regard  to  the  other  question,  my  appointment  in 
the  Conliiicnial  Army,  you  are  sensible  could  not  be  very 
agreeable  to  me,  notwithstanding  which,  I  never  should 
have  continued  in  the  service,  had  I  not  determined  to 
observe  the  rules  of  the  .Army.  No,  Sir ;  I  have  the  cause 
of  my  Country  too  much  at  heart  to  attempt  to  make  any 
diflicully  or  uneasiness  in  the  Army,  upon  whom  ihe  suc- 
cess of  an  cnlerpriM'  of  almost  infinite  importance  to  the 
Couiitr\-  is  now  depemliii^.  1  shall  consider  my  rank  in 
the  Army  what  my  commission  from  the  Continental 
Congress  makes  il,  and  shall  not  attempt  to  dispute  the 
command  \viih  General  Montgomenj  at  St.  John's.  As 
to  my  Regiment,  I  consider  them  as  what  lliey  really  are, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  their  enlistments,  and  compact 
with  the  Colony  ol'  Connecticut,  by  whom  they  were  raised, 
and  now  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  troops  of  the  other 
Colonies  in  the  service,  and  for  the  del'ence  of  the  asso- 
ciated Colonies  in  general.  You  may  depend.  Sir,  that  1 
shall  exert  myself  as  much  as  possible  to  promote  the 
strictest  union  and  harmony  among  both  officers  and  sol- 
diers in  the  Army,  and  use  every  means  in  my  power  to 
give  success  to  the  expedition. 

1  am.  Sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant. D.WlD  WoOSTEH. 


To  .M; 


IJOl 


-Gent 


Schnnlrr. 


GKNHRAL    SCIUVLEK  TO   RICHARD   HENRY  LEE. 

TiroiKicroga,  OctobiT  19,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  1  am  indebted  to  you  in  a  thousand  thanks 
for  )'our  polite  letter  which  Mr.  Caldwell  was  so  good  as 
to  deliver  me  this  day.  The  utmost  of  my  ambition  is  to  ap- 
prove myself  a  good  citizen — an  important  and  comprehen- 
sive epithet.  You  will  pardon  me  if  1  refer  you  to  my  ]Hib- 
lick  letters  for  an  account  of  our  operations:  nothing  as  yet 
that  is  decisive.  The  intelligence  which  I  have  received 
from  Congress,  respecting  the  Alinisterial  designs  on  Hudson 
River,  gives  me  much  uneasiness,  as  I  think  it  must  to 
every  friend  to  Amirica  actiuainted  with  the  geography  of 
that  [lart  of  the  Country;  hut  a  timely  attention,  and  a  vig- 
orous execution  of  any  plan  that  may  be  formed  to  guard 
ai^ainst  the  evil,  may  Irustrate  the  designs  of  the  Ministry. 
Were  I  in  Congress,  and  capable  of  conveying  my  ideas 
with  propriety,  I  should  s|ieak  for  hours  on  the  subject,  in 
order  to  impress  gentlemen,  were  it  needful  with  gentlemen, 
(if  iho  neci-siiy  ol' taking  this  matter  in  hand  without  delay. 
.My  good  wishes  attend  you  through  life. 

I  am,  drar  Sir,  most  sincerclv,  \o\w  most  obedient  hum- 


To  llichard  Ilnn-if  L,c,K<i 


X,-w-Y,irl<,  Ocloli-r  10,  177.'.. 

Wc  hear  from  Hhodc-hland  that  Colonel  iJ-sx/:  Jloj,- 
A/;/,s',  a  hravf  and  experienced  officer,  is  arrived  there,  at 
the  Tow  11  ni'  Jhistol,  w  itii  .seven  hundred  men,  sent  by  Gcn- 
cial  Wasliinglon  in  order  to  protect  the  inhabitants  from  the 
jiiratical  incursions  of  a  Captain  U  nllacc  and  other  free- 
booters, acting  under  the  inctendetl  anlhorily  of  a  set  of 
ti-ailois  aimini;  to  establish  a  tvrannieal  Ciovenmient  on  the 
ruins  of  Ihe  A^-Z/.s-A  Constilu'lion. 

This  pirate,  Ifallacc,  having  piOMmied  in  a  cowardly 
dependance  on  his  lawless  force  to  demand  the  property 
of  the  inhabitants,  ami,  like  other  robljcis,  threatening  them 
with  destruction  in  case  of  rcfu=al,  which  threat  he  enforced 
by  murderously  and  treasonably  firing  a  number  of  shot 
against  the  Town  of  Bristol,  the  inhabitants  of  which  sent 
on  board  the  said  pirate  a  Committee  to  ex[)ostulate  with 
him  on  the  baseness  and  villany  of  his  conduct.  In  liis 
vindicaiion  ln^  showed  them  the  orders  of  the  more  atro- 
cious and  bloody  traitors  under  whose  authority  he  acted, 
by  which  he  was  directed  to  fire  upon,  murder  and  destroy 
every  Town  or  City  where  tlicre  should  be  the  least  appear- 
ance of  men  in  arms  in  order  to  defend  their  rights  and  lib- 
erties ;  and  he  tuld  them  tliat  in  case  there  should   be  tiie 
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appearance  of  men  in  aims  in  o|iposition  to  liis  illegal  de- 
mands, lie  should  certainly  (ire  upon  lliem.  After  he  had 
by  threats  extorted  from  and  robbed  the  inhabitants  of  as 
much  of  their  property  as  they  were,  on  such  a  sudden  de- 
mand, able  to  produce,  Colonel  Hopkins  and  his  forces 
arrived,  and  on  being  told  /(«//«(•« 's  menace  of  firing  upon 
the  Town  in  case  of  the  appearance  in  it  of  men  in  arms, 
lie  let  the  peojile  know  his  orders  from  the  General,  which 
were,  at  all  events  to  prevent  the  |)irates  from  landing  or 
receiving  supplies  from  the  shore  ;  and  that  instead  of  being 
intimidated  from  defending  their  property  by  fear  of  the 
Town  being  fired  upon,  they  might  be  assured  he  would 
destroy  the  Town,  rather  than  the  pirates  should  land  in 
or  draw  supplies  or  advantage  from  it. 

It  is  probable  this  measure,  will  be  adopted  with  respect 
to  all  the  sea-jiort  Towns  in  America;  so  that  no  more  of 
them  will  experience  the  fate  of  Boston,  where  many  thou- 
sands, relying  on  the  faith  of  an  inhuman  villain,  have  long 
been  starving  to  death  by  inches  under  every  circumstance 
of  distress,  and  many  more  thousands  have  been  cozened 
or  plundered  of  their  property — but  vengeance  will  soon 
overtake  the  wretches  who  have  been  actors  in  this  horrid 
tragedy. 

COL.   JOSEPH    UK.ED  TO   CAl'T.   NICHOLSON   BKOUGHTON. 

Head-Quarters,  Octnbor  19,  1775. 

Sir  :  Besides  the  other  two  brigs  mentioned  in  your 
former  instructions,  we  have  advice  that  another  brig,  laden 
with  arms  and  ammunition,  sails  the  latter  end  oi'  Atignst 
for  (^uebccJi:,  under  convoy  of  the  Lizard  man-of-war  of 
twenty-eight  guns,  so  that  you  will  be  careful  how  you 
expose  yourself  to  the  risk  of  falling  into  their  hands.  You 
may  reasonably  conclude,  if  you  see  a  brig  under  convoy 
of  a  ship,  that  it  is  the  abovementioned,  and  take  care  ac- 
cordingly. Capt.  Reed,  o(  Philaclelj)hia,  saWs'm  company 
with  tlie  two  former,  and  it  may  he  depended  upon  that 
they  are  under  no  convoy,  and  are  of  no  force. 

1  am,  Sir,  yours,  kc,  J.    I\i:i:d. 

To  Captain  JSicholson  Broughton. 


COLONEL  JOSEPH    RP.F.D   TO    STEPHEN   MOYLAN. 

IIi-'ad-Quartcrs,  October  I'J,  1775. 
Sir:  Your  favours  |)cr  express  and  for  Mr.  fiilson  are 
recei\'ed.  The  two  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  were  sent  per 
express,  as  per  receipt;  but,  to  prevent  any  disappointment, 
the  sum  you  mentioned  is  now  again  sent.  You  must  make 
incjuiry  and  endeavour  to  get  the  former  sum,  which  has 
missed  its  way.  Let  two  hundred  barrels  of  flour  be  de- 
tained for  the  use  of  the  vessels  at  Salem,  to  be  put  in  the 
hands  of  the  agent.  There  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by 
sending  teams  from  hence,  so  that  you  had  better  employ 
those  of  the  country  at  the  price  you  mention.  A  letter 
from  you  to  the  Committee  oi Ipswich,  1  fiiicy,  will  answer 
all  your  purpose.     We  really  have  no  time  this  morning. 

We  have  no  news  from  Si.  John's  to  be  depended  on. 
For  God's  sake,  hurry  ofl'  the  vessels  tliat  are  to  cruise — 
transports  without  convoy  arrive  every  day  at  Boston.  The 
Philadelphia  delegates  are  in  camp.  Your  friend  Mr.  Lynch 
will  be  glad  to  see  you.  We  must  take  another  opportu- 
nity to  write  Mr.  JVcntirorth.  I  will  do  what  1  can  for 
IVilson,  wlio,  I  think,  has  merit. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.   Rkei.. 

To  Stephen  MoijJan,  Csip 

P.  S.  Please  to  deliver  the  enclosed  letters  for  Selinan 
and  Broiii!:hton  to  themselves. 


STEPlt;:N    MUVLAN    AND    JOILN  GLOVER    TO  COL.   JOS.     KEE!>. 
Salom,  October  19,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  Moijlan  received  your  letter  of  this  day, 
with  the  money  he  had  received  at  Portsmouth,  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars,  the  evening  of  the  day  he  last  wrote 
you.  This  serves  to  actiuaint  his  Excellency  that  Captain 
Broughton  and  Captain  Selman  will  both  be  ready  to  sail 
to-morrow.  The  latter  is  in  want  of  a  Surgeon,  which  you 
will  please  to  have  despatched,  as  we  believe  it  will  be 
diflicult  to  prevail  on  the  Captain  and  crew  to  go  without 
one.  Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  Capt.  Bond  to  a  gentleman 
of  that  profession,  who  is  willing  to  go  on  board.     We  shall 


deliver  the  letters  you  enclosed  to  Mr.  Moylan  to  each 
Captain,  on  their  departure.  The  whole  of  the  orders  Col. 
Glover  left  with  Colonel  Burbank  have  not  been  complied 
with,  particularly  the  musket  cartridges,  (lints,  the  musket 
balls  and  buck-shot,  for  which  Captain  Glover  sent  oft" an 
express  last  evening.  Do,  Sir,  forward  the  Surgeon,  and 
those  articles  which  may  give  work  to  surgeons,  immediately. 
Mr.  Moylan  has  the  pleasure  to  inform  his  Excellency  that 
the  flour  is  all  safe  arrived,  and  we  have  the  pleasure  to 
assure  you  of  our  best  regards. 


To  Colonel  .Joseph  Real. 


Stephen  Movlan, 
John  Glover. 


EPHRAIM   BOWEN    TO   COLONEL  JOSEPH    REED. 

riyTiiouth,  Oclobor  19,  1775. 

Esteemed  Sir:  Yours  per  Captain  Marlindale  I  re- 
ceived last  evening,  and  have  consulted  with  bim  about 
the  guns,  and  conclude  that  they  are  large  enough  for  the 
schooner.  Shall  get  them  on  board  to-morrow  morning, 
lou  mentioned  nothing  about  the  swivels  to  make  up  the 
com|)lenient  often,  as  1  wrote  you  there  were  seven  here. 
Should  be  glad  to  know  your  pleasure  concerning  the  re- 
mainder, nor  whether  it  would  be  agreeable  to  have  one 
or  both  of  the  cohorns.  Mr.  H'illiam  H'alson,  one  of 
the  Committee,  tells  me  tliat  the  powder  may  be  had  here 
for  this  schooner  of  ^(/aws's,  as  they  have  one  thousand 
weight  in  this  Town,  but  advises  that  the  General  would 
give  a  line  to  the  Committee  thereon,  to  ease  the  minds  of 
the  people.  As  that  quantity  is  a  large  proportion  for  this 
Town,  I  doubt  not  the  General  will  order  it  here.  1  have 
therefore  sent  no  formers;  only  desire  that  you  woulil  send 
jwper  for  the  cartridges,  as  there  is  no  paper  to  be  had  here. 
The  schooner  will  be  complete  fur  sea  by  Saturday  night, 
so  that  if  the  men  are  here,  every  thing  can  be  made  ready 
save  the  cartridges,  which  can  be  made  in  a  few  hours. 
Captain  Adams  accepts  the  birth  of  master,  and  expects 
the  same  terms  as  other  masters  at  Salem,  &ic. 

I  iiave,  with  Captain  Martindale,  this  day  examined  the 
schooner  of  WormicclVs,  and  find  her  to  answer.  Captain 
H'alson  says  three-fourths  of  her  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Commis.^ary,  and  expects  the  same  terms  as  others  for  her. 
Shall  proceed  to-morrow  in  filling  her  with  all  possible 
speed.  Captain  Martindale  says  he  is  to  have  twelve  car- 
riage guns  and  sixteen  or  twenty  swivels.  Should  be  glad 
to  know  in  what  manner  it  is  concluded  to  fit  this  vessel, 
that  I  may  be  governed  about  the  cannon  at  Bristol.  1  have 
no  friends  in  Providence  or  Bristol  who  can  reap  any  ad- 
vantage in  this  business  through  my  means,  and  be  assured 
that  1  would  not  lose  one  moment's  time  to  the  detriment 
of  the  cause  in  which  I  am  engaged.  Captain  Martindale 
says  he  should  not  desire  so  large  a  number  of  cannon,  but 
finds  the  vessel  to  be  able  to  carry  tliein,  and  doubts  not  of 
giving  a  good  account  of  them.  I  have  sent  Mr.  Harloiv, 
the  bearer,  on  purpose  with  this  letter,  as  I  found  the  vessel 
would  be  ready  as  soon  as  the  people  could  possibly  be 
here,  lou'll  please  to  satisfy  him  for  his  time.  The  horse 
he  rides  is  the  one  1  rode,  in  lieu  of  which  1  Beg  you  will 
order  a  better,  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  make  that  despatch 
to  Bristol  which  will  be  requisite  with  him. 

Since  writing  the  above,  Cajit.  Wormwell  has  been  liere, 
and  says  lie  will  not  let  bis  part  of  the  vessel  under  six  shil- 
lings, sterling  money;  and  as  Adams  says  he  is  to  have  but 
live  shillings  four  pence,  am  aliaid  it  will  cause  some  unea- 
siness if  Wormwell  lias  more.  Should  therefore  beg  your 
opinion  in  this  case  ;  therefore,  shall  do  nothing  towards 
lining  her  till  I  know  it. 

[  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

„,.,,,,     r,        ,  E.    BoWEN. 

To  toloncl  Joseph  Heed. 


(  OLCI'.EL    IIL.STINUTON   TO   GOVEKNOL'U  TUUMBl  LL. 

Roxbury  Camp,  October  19,  1775. 
Honoured  Sir:  His  Excellency  General  Washington 
has  discharged,  at  their  desire,  three  of  the  officers  of  my 
l^egimcnt — Lieutenant  Tirrtll,  of  Ripley's  Company; 
Ensign  Markhain,  of  Ellsworth's  ;  and  Ensign  Stoughton, 
of  Humphrey's — and  I  have  promoted  Lieutenant /////(/er, 
of  Humphrey's,  to  the  Adjutancy,  which  makes  four  vacan- 
cies in  the  whole.  The  principal  ofiicers  of  the  Regiment 
have  desired  me  to  recommend  tliem  to  be  filled  up  in  the 
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Ibllowin-'  manner,  in  case  blank  conin.issKjns  are  not  sent 
to  me.  "l  believe  tiie  disposition  will  be  generally  agree- 
able, and  for  tbe  service  of  the  Regiment.  Lns.gnyl6/-a- 
ham  WrWIu,  of  .Wyo''s Company,  to  be  Second  Lieuten- 
ant in  the  Fourth  Company,  {Humphrey^)  vice  Lieuten- 
ant nUluer;  Sergeant  JomUltuii  Humphrey,  Jun.,  ol  the 
Fourth,  to  be  Ensign,  vice  Ensign  IVnght;  Ensign  Aa- 
tlianicl  Uini^ham,  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Douglass's  Com- 
pany, to  be'  Second  Lieutenant  of  RipUy's,  (which  is  the 
Tentii,)  vice  Lieutenant  Chainberlain,  to  be  promoted  to 
the  First  Lieutenancy,  vice  Lieutenant  Tirrell ;  Sergeant 
John  Kinsman,  of  Colonel  Douglass's,  to  be  Ensign,  vice 
Ensign  liingham  ;  Sergeant  Solomon  Makepeace,  of  the 
FiftirCoMipany,  (that  is,  Elhworlh's,)  lo  be  Ensign,  vice 
Ensign  Maikham. 

We  have  many  fears  concerning  ihe  Conimissary  Gene- 
ral of  our  Army,  who  we  just  hear  is  dangerously  sick  at 
your  house.  The  universal  .-alislaction  he  has  given  in  his 
station,  and  in  private  life,  fills  every  one  with  much  anx- 
iety for  his  recovery. 

The  niglit  before  last,  one  of  our  lloatiiig  batteries  was 
much  damaged  by  the  hursiing  of  a  cannon — two  nien 
killed,  and  several  wounded.  We  had  three  fine  Hoating 
baiteries,  two  in  Cambridge  and  one  in  Mistick  River — 
two  of  tlieni  remain  good  yet — and  about  twenty  flat-bot- 
tomed boats,  that  will  carry  near  one  hundred  men  each, 
besides  a  number  of  whale  boats.  What  is  to  done  with 
them  1  know  not. 

Our  enemies  continue  their  defensive  operations;  they 
have  taken  down  the  buildings  not  I'ar  from  the  Haymaiket, 
south  end  of  Boston,  and  made  an  opening  from  water  to 
water,  and  are  busily  raising  batteries. 

.\11  the  articles  of  news  from  the  other  side  of  the  water 
are  full  of  threats.  All  appearances  of  a  reconriliaiion 
between  this  Country  and  Great  Britain,  commonly  though 
erroneously  called  the  Mother  Country,  are  vanished  out 
of  ■sight.  The  breach  is  daily  widening.  1  begin  to  think 
the  golden  age  of  New-England  is  passed  ;  that  she  will 
enjoy  no  more  of  her  sjood  days,  such  as  she  has  seen,  till 
the  time  comes  when  there  will  he  none  to  hurt  or  destroy 
in  all  the  holy  mountain. 

With  most  dutiful  re-pects,  1  remain  your  alfeclionate 

^""'  JkDKIMAH    HlNTINOTON. 

Honourable  Goveinour  Truiitlndl. 


\nnRF.ss  OF  TiiF,  crry  of  worckster. 

Address  of  the  Alayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citizens  of  the 
C-ity  of  Worcester,  in  Council  assembled,  presented  lo  His 
Majesty  by  John  H'ahh  and  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  Esquires, 
tiieir  Representatives  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  31ost  Ercellcnl  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Ald,rm,:n,  and  Citizens 

of  the  City  q/"  WoucESTi:it,  in  Council  assembled. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  the  INlayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citizens  of  your  ancient 
and  loyal  City  of  H'orcester,  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach 
your  throne,  with  hearts  full  of  zeal  to  your  Majesty's  per- 
son and  Government,  truly  sensible  of  the  great  benefits 
we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  mild  and  auspicious  reign. 

At  the  same  lime,  \\r  ihiuk  it  our  dui)  to  express  our 
abhorrence  of  those  sediiiun-;  piiiiri|rlc.  which,  under  the 
nia-^k  of  patriotism,  have  li.cn  iNdustnnu^ly  propagated  by 
artful   and   evil   d.Ni^i'.iiiL.'   nun,  iliriMi:;h   iill    ranks  of  your 


ISlajesty's  sul,j.;rls  ui 
most  atrocious  ami  u 
American  C'oIohils  \ 
suppre^-^  I'V  an  exciln 
invested;  iMitiielv  nU 


n-doins,  and  have  excited  a 
rehi'liiun    in    many  of  your 

■  iiiiploiv  \oiir  .Majesty  to 
pour,-,  uiili  uhich  you  are 

w.ur   .MairMv's  «,~dom  and 


paternal  care  f)r  such  terms  of  rouce-jsion,  fiom  the  delu- 
ded Colonists,  as  shall  he  consistent  w  ith  the  honour  of  the 
crown,  the  support  of  commerce,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
British  Empiie. 

And  here  we  beg  leave  to  inform  your  .Majesty,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  cessation  of  our  iratlc  lo  America,  we 
find  the  principal  manufacture  of  this  City  still  continues  in 
a  nourishing  state;  but  whate\cr  interruptions  our  trade 
may  for  a  time  receive  we  shall  cheerfully  submit  to,  firmly 
persuaded   that    publick   hapi)iness  can   never  be  secured 


till  the  legislative  authority  is  acknowledged  by  all  your 
Majesty's  subjects,  in  its  fullest  extent. 

We  solemnly  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  are  ready  to 
sacrifice  all  that  is  dear  to  us  in  support  of  your  Majesty's 
person  and  Government,  and  that  we  will  at  all  times  op- 
pose with  vigour  every  attempt  to  violate  that  Constitution 
which  is  the  envy  of  other  nations  and  the  glory  of  our 
own. 

(liven  under  our  common  seal,  this  twentieth  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five. 


ADDRUSS   OF  THE   LOUNTV   OF   STAFFORD. 

Address  of  the  County  of  Stafford,  presented  to  His 
Majesty  by  Sir  Jf'illiam  Bagot  and  Sir  John  H'rottesUy, 
Baronets,  their  Representatives  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  EicelUnl  Majesty: 

We,  your  .Majesty's  loyal  and  faithful  subjects  ol  the 
populous  and  commercial  County  of  Stajford,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  express  our  just  sense  of  your  Majesty's  paternal 
care  for  the  welfare  and  prosperit)  of  all  your  people,  and 
to  testily  our  great  concern  that  your  Majesty's  auspicious 
reign  should  be  disturbed  by  an  ungrateful  and  unnatural 
rebellion  in  America,  encouraged  and  abetted  here  by  those 
who,  under  the  specious  veil  of  liberty,  are  sacrificing  the 
blessings  of  order,  of  true  freedom,  and  publick  harmony, 
to  factious  views  and  gratifications,  and  who  endeavour  to 
unsettle  the  foundations  that  give  unity  and  firmness  lo  the 
whole,  by  restraining  the  legislative  power  of  the  British 
Parliament,  and  contesting  its  original  and  inherent  autho- 
rity, which  must  extend  lo  every  part  of  the  British  Empire. 

Far  from  being  actuated  by  vindictive  principles,  we 
sincerely  wish  to  see  peace  and  harmony  restored  to  our 
fellow-subjects  in  America.  But  when  we  observe  a  pre- 
sumptuous faction  iJaring  to  address  the  electors  of  Great 
Britain  at  large,  to  countenance  rebellion,  and  withhold 
every  means  that  can  enable  3  our  .Majesty  to  quell  it — at 
such  a  juncture,  duty,  gratitude,  and  regard  fur  the  wliole 
community,  call  upon  us  to  concur  with  the  rest  of  your 
Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  in  ofl'ering  our  faithful  services 
for  the  support  of  our  excellent  Constitution,  and  of  your 
Majesty's  mild  and  impartial  Government,  well  assured 
that  whatever  we  can  offer  and  contribute  will  be  directed 
by  your  .Majesty's  wisdom  lo  the  common  good,  of  main- 
taining the  dignity  o(  the  crown  and  of  the  estates  of  this 
realm,  and  of  promoting  the  real  interests  of  the  subject, 
by  the  most  salutary  and  effectual  measures. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  GLOUCESTER. 

Adilress  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Sheriffs,  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Gloucester,  in  Council  assembled, 
])resented  to  His  Majesty  by  George  Selwyn,  Esq.,  one  of 
their  Representatives  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eicellcnt  Majesty: 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  .Ma\or, 
Aldermen,  Sheriffs,  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Gloucester,  in  Council  assembled,  impressed  with  a  grate- 
ful sense  of  the  many  and  great  blessings  we  enjoy  under 
your  .Majesty's  mild  and  auspicious  Governmeni,  beg  leave 
to  approach  the  throne,  lo  testify  our  astonishment  at  and 
abhorrence  of  the  unnatural  rebellion  which  prevails  amongst 
the  deluded  Colonics  in  America,  and  to  assure  your  Ma- 
jesty of  our  utmo.st  ussislanee  and  support  in  maintaining 
the  legislative  anthoiilv  of  Great  Britain  over  all  your 
Dominions. 

The  paternal  care  and  afi'eetion  which  your  Majesty  ex- 
tends to  all  your  subjects,  and  your  unwearied  endeavours 
for  the  support  of  their  religious  and  civil  liberties,  give  us 
the  |ileasini;  assurances  that  no  efforts  will  be  wanting  to 
bring  back  the  rebellious  Americans  to  a  just  sense  of  their 
duly  and  allegiance,  and  to  restore  the  blessings  of  peace, 
and  establish  it  upon  a  firm  and  permanent  foundation. 

That  your  Majesty  may  Iriumph  over  all  the  enemies  of 
our  happy  Constitution,  and  long  continue  to  reign  over  a 
free  and  united  people,  is  our  sincere  and  ardent  prayer. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  the  twenlielli  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE   GENTLEMEN,  CLERGY,  ETC.,  OF  THE  TOWN 
OF   NOTTLNGHAM. 

Address  of  the  Genilemen,  Clergy,  Manufacturers,  and 
principal  Inliabitants  of  the  Town  of  Nolting/iam,  trans- 
mitted to  the  Earl  of  Rochford,  one  of  His  Majesty's  prin- 
cipal Secretaiies  of  State,  and  presented  to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Mujesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Manufac- 
turers, and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  oy  Not- 
tingham. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

Truly  sensilile  of  tlie  many  blessings  we  enjoy  under 
your  Majesty's  Government,  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  ap- 
|iroacli  the  throne,  to  express  our  abhorrence  of  that  spirit 
ol'  faction  and  rebellion  which  has  broken  out,  and  still 
exists,  in  some  of  the  Colonies  in  America.  However 
their  behaviour  may  be  cloaked  under  the  specious  pre- 
tence of  libeity,  yet  it  is  not  difficult  to  discover  that  the 
term  is  only  prostituted  to  the  vilest  and  most  unwarrant- 
able purposes.  The  daring  insults  shown  to  your  Majes- 
ty's person  and  Government,  we  have  seen  with  a  mixture 
of  indignation  and  contempt,  and  could  not  help  lamenting 
the  licentiousness  of  the  times,  and  the  too  fashionable 
mode,  now  adopted  by  many,  of  reproaching  the  most 
sacred  characters.  We  feel  the  necessity  your  Majesty 
was  under,  in  taking  the  part  you  did  in  this  crisis  of  alFuirs 
in  America,  as  it  was  impossible  for  your  Majesty  not  to 
foresee,  that  unless  Govei-nment  he  supported  with  hnnness 
and  fortitude,  confusion  and  disorder  must  inevitably  ensue. 
Though  we  are  sorry  to  give  the  most  distant  hint  that 
any  of  the  subjects  in  this  Kingdom  can  have  been  disaf- 
fected to  your  Majesty,  yet  we  cannot  so  far  disguise  our 
opinion  as  not  to  say  that  we  believe,  had  not  the  (lames 
of  sedition  been  blown  up  by  turbulent  and  dissatislied 
minds,  the  disputes  now  subsisting  between  the  Mother 
Countiy  and  her  Colonies  had  long  since  been  accommo- 
dated. 

The  association  forming  in  the  Metropohs  is  a  confirma- 
tion of  our  opinion  ;  but  we  have  the  satisfaction  to  hope 
that  your  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  will  convince  these  few 
mistaken  men  that  their  attempts  to  sow  the  seeds  of  dis- 
cord amongst  us  will  prove  as  impotent  as  they  are  wick- 
ed, and  that  their  design  will  be  too  glaring  to  escape  the 
notice,  and  their  aim  too  detestable  not  to  excite  the  honest 
indignation  of  the  publick.  In  this  situation,  whom  have 
ue  to  look  up  unto  but  your  Majesty,  who  is  at  once  the 
guardian  of  the  rights  and  tlie  avenger  of  the  injuries  of 
our  Country?  It  becomes,  therefore,  our  duty  to  implore 
your  Majesty's  protection,  and  to  offer  you  every  assistance 
in  our  power. 

As  clemency  and  mercy  are  the  criterion  of  a  noble 
mind,  it  will  be  impossible  for  your  Majesty  not  to  exercise 
them,  whenever  proper  concessions  may  be  made  from 
America;  but  till  then,  relying  on  the  wisdom  of  your 
Majesty  and  your  Council,  we  trust  you  will  take  such 
measures  as  may  effectually  bring  back  the  Colonists  to  a 
sense  of  tlieir  duty,  and  at  the  same  time  convince  them, 
that  when  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown  demand 
obedience,  your  Majesty  will  not  beai-  the  sword  in  vain. 


ADORRSS   OF  THE  TOWN   OF   NOTTINGHAM. 

Address  of  the    Mayor  and  Burgesses  of  the  Town  of 
Sotlins^ham,  jiresented  bv  Lord  Howe  and    Lord  Edward 
Bauinck. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor  and  lUirgcasis  of  the 

'i'jiCH  o/NoTTL\(i HAM,  iu  Coiniiion  Council  assrinhkd. 
To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Mayor  and  Burgesses  of  the  Town  o( Nottingham,  in  Com- 
mon Council  assembled,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal 
presence  with  that  submissive  and  grateful  affection  which 
is  due  to  the  illustrious  descendant  of  the  House  o{  Hano- 
ver, and,  with  all  humility,  to  supplicate  the  intervention 
of  your  Majesty's  wisdom  and  power  for  averting  those 
unusual  calamities  which  hang  over  our  Country,  and  which 
affect  us  with  the  deepest  concern.  In  the  present  critical 
tiluatiun  of  these   Kingdoms,  it  becomes  Britons  to  drop 


every  consideration  but  that  of  love  to  their  Sovereign  and 
their  Country,  and  to  unite  as  one  man  in  their  endeavours, 
by  all  lawful  means,  to  stay  those  evils  which  threaten  to 
involve  the  whole  British  community  in  one  general  dis- 
tress. Imj)ressed  with  this  sentiment,  permit  us,  Sire,  to 
express  om-  dread  of  the  consequences  of  those  Addresses, 
which,  making  a  show  of  pecidiar  lo)alty  to  your  Majesty, 
and  of  distinguished  zeal  for  the  rights  of  the  British  Le- 
gislature, recommend  an  unyielding  pursuit  of  measures, 
which,  whether  constitutional  or  not,  if  we  may  judge  from 
present  appearances,  are  perhaps  as  impracticable  as  they 
are  ruinous.  We  would  yield  to  none  in  a  faithful  attach- 
ment to  your  Majesty's  sacred  jierson  and  Government,  or 
in  a  zealous  concern  lor  the  permanence  and  dignity  of  om- 
well-tempered  Constitution.  By  these  principles  your  Ma- 
jesty's Corporation  o(  Nottingham,  has  ever  been  distin- 
guislied,  and  these  principles  would  we  transmit,  as  the 
most  valuable  inheritance,  to  posterity.  We  would  meet 
the  best  subjects  of  your  Majesty  in  all  their  loyalty  and 
zeal,  but  at  the  same  lime  check,  if  possible,  that  inlempe- 
rate  passion,  which,  for  the  sake  of  uncertain  and  ideal 
advantages,  would  hazard  the  dismembering  of  the  Bri- 
tish Empire,  and  the  loss  of  those  Provinces,  to  which 
the  dignity  of  your  Majesty's  crown,  and  the  prosperiiy. 
wealth,  and  power  of  these  Kingdoms,  have  been  so  largely 
indebted,  and  on  which  the  preservation  from  the  ambi- 
tious attempls  ol  rival  nations  may  hereafter  principallv 
depend.  \Vc  wi^h  to  see  one  presiding  spirit  actuate  the 
whole  British  Empire.  Wc  wish  to  see  a  due  subordina- 
tion maintained  through  tin-  wliole  to  the  authority  of  the 
British  Legislature,  nor  would  we  be  thought  to  counte- 
nance any  claims  that  lead  to  independence;  hut  we  fear 
the  hand  of  Ibrce  will  ne\-er  answer  the  wishes  of  any 
friend  to  this  Country.  We  dread  even  victory  itself— 
every  victory  but  that  over  the  wills  and  affections  of  our 
American  fellow-subjects,  which  arms  and  \iolence  are  but 
ill-fitted  to  produce,  as  any  other  victory  can  be  but  tem- 
porary and  delusive,  since  ihe  disunion  of  affections  witii 
America  would  rob  us  of  the  most  valuable  advantages  of 
coiujuest,  and  no  arLiicd  force  which  this  Natidu  can  spare, 
is,  we  apprehend,  equal  to  the  unwilling  nilijcclion  of  s^' 
wide  a  Dominion. 

Permit  us,  gracious  Sovereign,  uith  all  huniility,  to  ex- 
press our  concern  at  seeing  our  gallant  oflicers  and  soldiert, 
in  whom  the  genei'ous  sense  of  duty  and  honour  decline^ 
no  danger,  exposed  in  this  unfoitunate  and  uneijual  conicsi. 
and  our  regret  that  their  couraL^e  is  not  reserved  foi'  a  lieh! 
in  which,  against  the  natur.d  enemies  of  Britain,  they 
might  win  honour  to  themselves  and  advantage  lo  their 
Country  ;  in  ])articular  we  grieve  to  find  absent,  on  sucti 
an  errand,  a  descendant  of  that  noble  family,  which,  ;n 
every  walk  of  glory,  has  equalled  the  Roman  name,  to 
whom  we  had  intrusted  our  representation  in  Parliament, 
where,  by  his  services  to  his  Country  and  to  Amaica,  he 
might  have  perpetuated  that  grateful  remembrance  whic:: 
his  brother  had  so  gloriously  acquired. 

From  this  melancholy  view,  Sire,  we  woidd  willingly 
turn  our  own  eyes,  nor  presume  to  introduce  lo  your  I\ia- 
jesly,  if  we  did  not  hope  that  so  awful  a  scene  might  draw 
your  royal  attenlion,  and  induce  to  that  relief  which  it  !•; 
in  your  Majesty's  power  to  bestow.  Actuated  no  less  by 
unleigned  affection  to  your  royal  person  and  Governmen;. 
anil  to  ihe  true  dignity  and  happiness  of  the  Throne,  than 
zi.mI  fi)i-  ihc  welfare  of  our  Country  and  of  jjosterity,  we 
h:i\e  \eiiiund  to  represent  these  truths  in  the  serious  and 
allocting  light  in  which  we  view  them.  May  our  Address 
appear  lo  your  Majesly  in  its  honest  simplicity  and  integ- 
rity; may  it  contribute,  with  the  requests  of  other  your 
Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  to  call  forth  your  paternal  re- 
gard for  your  afflicted  people. 

The  first  object  of  our  desires  and  wishes  is  the  return 
of  peace  and  cordial  union  with  our  American  fellow-sub- 
jects ;  and  to  this  end,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  we  make 
it  our  humble  and  earnest  rei]uest  that  your  Majesty  would 
suspend  those  hostilities,  which,  we  fear,  can  have  no  other 
than  a  fatal  issue,  and,  in  your  great  wisdom  and  goodness, 
restore  that  better  system  of  interchangeable  interests  and 
alfections,  of  whose  blessing  no  just  calculation  can  be 
formed,  and  which  a  long  experience  has  proved  to  be  an 
ample  foundation  for  every  desirable  advantage  to  th's 
Country. 
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(iiven   inuler  oi.r  common  seal,  at  ihe  Guildhall  of  the 
'I'own  of  SoUinirham,  .he  :iOih  .lay  of  OrtuUr,  177., 
RoiiKKT  Se.\i;i;ave,  louii  Clerk. 


AIUJRESS     OK    THE    fi  ENTl.EMEN,    ETC.,    Of     TUK     TOWN     OF 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  princii)al  Miinufacturers,  and 
Inliabitanis  of  the  Town  of  Nottingham,  presented  by  Lord 
Howe  and  Lord  Edward  Bentind:. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Genlkmni,  prindpul  Mtitin- 
facturers,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  AorriNGii  am. 
To  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majesty: 

We,  the  Gentlemen,  principal  iNIaniiriclurers,  and  In- 
habitants of  the  Town  o(  Nottingham,  beg  leave,  at  this 
interesting  period,  to  approach  your  royal  presence  in  llie 
cl)aracter°of  your  most  loyal  and  affectionate  subjects, 
whose  attachment  to  the  illustrious  house  o{ Hanover,  and 
the  Constitution  of  the  British  Empire,  has  been  received 
liy  us  as  the  sacred  injunction  of  our  |)arents,  has  been  invio- 
lably preserved,  will  be  carried  with  us  to  our  graves,  and 
transmitted  to  our  posterity.  Devoted  to  these  interests, 
we  rejoice  in  every  opportunity  which  invites  a  declaration 
of  our  princij)le.s  ;  we  vvoidd  not  yield  in  these  noble  sen- 
timents to  any  subjects  of  your  Majesty's  Government,  but, 
like  them,  be  prepared  with  life  and  fortune  to  maintain 
the  true  dignity  of  your  Majesty's  crown,  the  just,  the 
useful,  and  jiracticable  iighls  o(  ihe  British  Legislature. 

Inspired  with  these  sentiments,  we  have  no  fear.  Sire, 
in  conveying  to  the  throne  the  sense  we  iiave  of  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  our  Country,  and  of  those  steps  which 
alone  remain  to  rescue  it  from  that  impending  danger  into 
which  it  is  plunged.  We  presume  not  to  question  the  good 
intention  of  those  who  approach  yom-  Majesty  with  a  dif- 
ferent language  ;  but,  convinced  that  the  measures  which 
they  recommend  lead  to  irrecoverable  ruin,  it  would  ill 
become  us  to  sit  silent  spectators  in  such  an  hour  of  danger  ; 
in  fin  hour  on  whose  resolves  the  fate  oi'  Britain  hangs. 

However  just  the  claims  of  ihe British  Parliament,  how- 
ever constitutional  its  sovereignty  over  every  member  of 
its  extended  Empire,  the  situation  ii'i  America  we  appre- 
hend to  be  such  as  renders  it  imjirudent,  and  of  no  advan- 
tage to  the  common  welfare,  (the  great  end  of  sovereignty,) 
to  enforce  all  these  claims.  No  benelit  can  be  greater 
than  what  results  from  the  union  of  aliections,  of  com- 
merce, and  of  interests,  with  such  distant  Provinces.  We 
lament  the  interruption  of  this  union,  and  trust  that,  in  the 
return  to  it,  your  Alajcsiy  will  find  the  true  policy  of  your 
Government,  the  best  happim-ss  of  your  Kingdoms. 

In  this  great  national  (juestion,  feire,  ue  decline  the  men- 
tion of  our  pailicuhir  interests,  (the  manufacturers  of  this 
late  llourisliiiig  Town  and  ni.'ighbourhood,)  which  are  deep- 
ly aftl'cted  by  the  unhaii|)y  diii'erences  with  your  yJ»ia'UY/« 
Provinces,  and  will,  we  more  than  I'l.'ar,  be  attended  with 
irreparable  injury  to  the  merchant  and  artisan;  but  we 
earnestly  wish  to  obviate  the  conclusions  which  may  be 
draun  from  the  present  state  of  trade  throughout  the  King- 
dom at  large,  as  if  it  stood  in  no  need  of  the  tribute  which 
our  American  .settlements  have  hiilierto  paid  to  it.  'J'o 
accidental  and  lr;mporary  causes — the  peace  o['  Boland, 
Russia,  and  Tnrkrjj,  and  the  expected  departure  of  the 
Spanish  llota — its  very  fortunate  support  at  this  hour  is 
owing. 

level,  when  the  vacancy,  which  ylnurira  has  been  accus- 
tomed to  fill,  uill  be  dicadfully  felt  ihrouyliout  the  whole 
/hilish  trade;  but  the  wi-dom  and  luovidence  of  your 
Maji"^ty  will  look  forward  to  that  period  when  the  policy 
(A'  iitlpr  nali'ins  shall  have  possessed  llicm  of  the  manu- 
factur.  -  whi'di  thev  at  |)rescnt  d.;maud  oi'  Hriiain  ;  when 
the  general  decline  of  om'  EiiropLun  lia(L>   shall   leave   us 

a  friendly  and  (-omnHTcial  intu-rst  in  imv  Airrrican  Colo- 
nies, which  may  know  no  limits  t;j  their  increase  from  the 
parent  whiidi  piolerls  and  smiles  upon  them.  From  this 
approaching  fate  save  us,  Sire,  while  saf'ty  may  yet  be 
fuuuil.  The  event  of  continual  war  may  be  dreadful,  and 
rrpt'iilauce  unavailing  though  universal.  Victory  cannot 
avert  the  mischief  which  it  ihi-catens,  but  returning  peace 
carries  tio  lerrours  w  itli  it  :   it  iiromi-es  e\ery  blessing  which 
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can  secure  to  ages  the  glory  of  your  Majesty's  house,  the 
])rosperity  and  happiness  of  your  envied  Country. 

Receive,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  our  humble  request 
as  the  tribute  of  true  loyalty:  dissi|)ate  the  tears  of  your 
afllicted  people.  In  your  Majesty's  goodness,  stay  the  hand 
of  war,  and  recall  into  the  bosom  of  peace  and  grateful  sub- 
jection your  American  subjects,  by  a  restoration  of  those 
measures  which  long  experience  has  shown  to  be  produc- 
tive of  the  greatest  advantages  to  this  late  united  and  nou- 
rishing Empire. 

MAliYLAM3    COLNCII,    OF   SAFETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Safely  oi  Maryland,  at 
L'histerlou-n,  in  Kent  County,  on  Tuesday,  the  '^Oth  day  of 
October,  1775,  were  present: 

The  Hon.  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq.,  .lames  Iloltyday, 
Thomas  Smyth,  Bichard  Lloyd,  and  Henry  lloopir,  Es- 
(juires,  the  Hon.  Daniel  oi'  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esquire, 
Thomas  Johnson,  iw).,  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  Bobert 
Alexander,  and  Charles  Carro//,  of  Carrollton,  Escjuires. 

The  Hon.  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq.,  Bichard  Lloyd, 
Thomas  Smyth,  and  Henry  /iooyjtc,  Esquires,  having  pre- 
viously signed  the  Association,  were  qualified,  belbre  i?wo- 
ry  Sadler,  Esq.,  by  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
vention. 

Elrazer  McComh  was  chosen  Clerk,  and  (pialified  before 
Mr.  Sadler,  by  taking  the  oath  directed  by  the  Conven- 
tion. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  nine 
o'clock. 

S.iluid.iy.  OctolHT -M.  177.i. 

The  Council  mi.t  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

In  consequence  of  an  application  made  by  Mr.  IVilliam 
JVhctcroft,  of  Annapolis,  ihe  Council  agreed  as  follows, 
viz  : 

The  Council  of  Safety  piomise  Mr.  Jfilliam  ffhctcrofi, 
that  in  case  he  will,  next  spring,  import  a  sullicient  number 
of  workmen,  and  will  deliver,  for  the  use  of  this  Province, 
for  every  week  for  two  years  then  next  following,  fifty  good 
substantial  proved  Muskets,  three  and  a  half  fi^et  long  in 
the  barrel,  and  of  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  the  bore, 
with  good  double  Bridie  Locks  :  black  walnut  or  maple 
Stocks,  and  plain,  strong  Brass  Mounting;  Bayonets,  with 
Steel  Blades,  seventeen  inches  long;  Steel  Ramrods;  double 
Screws  ;  Priming  Wires  and  Brushes  fitted  thereto  ;  with  a 
pair  of  Brass  Moulds  for  eveiy  eighty  Muskets,  to  cast 
twelve  Bullets  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  side  to  cast 
Shut  of  such  siz;'  as  the  Musket  will  chnmber  three  of  them, 
wholly  maile  within  this  Province — the  publick  will,  pro- 
vided the  dillerences  continue  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Colonies,  take  the  said  fifty  stands  per  week,  at  tlio 
r;ite  of  four  Poimds,  common  nioncv,  per  stand,  or  for  such 
part  of  the  said  two  years  as  the  said  dillerences  shall  con- 
tinue ;  but  if,  happily,  there  should  be  a  reconciliation  be- 
tween (Iriat  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  after  the  said  work- 
men shall  cndnirk,  and  before  the  end  of  the  said  tw-o  years, 
thai  tiii'n  liie  iniblick  will,  if  the  said  reconciliation  shall 
take  i)lace  before  tlic  said  workmen  shall  have  been  set 
to  work,  take  an  assignment  of  the  contracts  made  bv  the 
said  ll'hetrrofl  with  them,  and  pay  him  not  only  his  actual 
expenses  in  |irocurinu  and  importing  the  said  workmen, 
but  also  forty  Shillings  sterling,  for  each  of  the  said  work- 
men impjirted,  for  his  trouble.  AntI  if  such  reconciliation 
shall  lake  place  after  any  delivery  of  the  said  stands  of 
Arms,  and  before  the  end  of  the  said  two  yeais,  that  then 
the  pulillck  will  make  ;ui  allowance  to  ih./said  ll'hetcroft, 
in  proportion  to  the  part  of  the  two  years  ilien  unexpired, 
on  such  assiiiiunent  as  afor.'said  being  made. 

It  is  agreed,  that    it  shall  be  at  the  optinn  of  .Mr.  llhet- 

with  imported  Locks,  ))ro\ided  the  |)rime  cost  of  the  said 
Locks  be  not  less  than  five  Shillings  sterling  each. 

li  is  understood  that  the  importation  of  the  said  work- 
men shall  bo  at  the  expense  and  risk  of  Air.  ll'hetcroft. 

Ordered,  Tlial  a  copv  of  iho  aforeiioiim'  Agreement, 
signed  by  tlie  Clerk,  be'.kdivered  to  .Mr.  IVhetcrof,  ■Am\ 
ih.it  it  be  ki;|)t  secret. 

The  Council  adiourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  met 
pursuant  to  adjournment. 
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Whereas  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Jl  illiain  Sniilh,  and 
David  Stevart,  liave  certified  to  iliis  Council,  tiiat  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Resolve  of  the  late  Provincial  Convention, 
of  tlie4ili  day  ol'Aiiiriist  last,  sundry  persons  have  lent  and 
advanced  to  the  publick  divers  sums  of  iMoney,  aniouMliii!^ 
in  the  whole  to  eleven  hiuidred  and  ninety-live  Pounds 
three  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  sterling',  which  they  have 
paid  into  their  hands : 

It  is  therefore  Ordered,  That  upon  the  said  Samuel  Pur- 
viance, Jun.',  William  Smith,  and  JJuriil  Steuarl,  their  cer- 
tifying to  the  Treasurer  ol'  tlie  Western  Shore  the  names 
of  the  lenders,  and  the  sums  of  Money  by  thctn  respec- 
tively advanced  and  paid  into  their  hands  ;  and  on  the  same 
certificate,  and  also  the  receipt  of  the  said  Samuel  Purvi- 
ancc,  Jim.,  William  Smith,  and  David  Steuart,  for  the  said 
Moneys  heing  produced  to  the  said  Trcasiu'cr,  that  then 
the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  the  said  lenders,  or  their  order, 
the  sums  by  ihein  respectively  advanced,  according  to  the 
order  of  Convention. 

Me-?r^.  I'urviancc, Smith, and  Steuart, Inwuvj,  'j,i\cn  cr.n- 
tingcnt  orders  to  i'aptain  /Foo/sf^  and  Capliin  Ixilirs,  liir 
the  importation  ol'  sundry  goods,  it  is  the  opinion  ol  this 
Council  that  if  any  goo(N.  other  than  llio'e  onlered  hy  the 
Convention,  should  be  laden  on  board,  that  tiie  same  will 
not  be  tlie  adventure  or  on  the  ri^k  of  the  publick. 

Ordered,  That  the  Deputies  of  this  Province,  in  the 
Continental  Congress,  or  any  three  of  them,  cjntiart  f)r 
the  purchase  of  any  quantity  not  exceeding  three  hmidied 
barrels  of  Gunpowder,  for  the  use  of  this  Pro\ince,  at 
a  price  not  exceeding  fifteen  Pounds,  conmion  moiu'v, 
])er  lumdred,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore 
pay  to  the  order  of  the  said  Deputies  a  sum  not  exceeding 
jiiiir  tlioiisiind  live  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  by  them  ap|ilied 
to  the  purchase  of  the  said  Powder. 

On  apjilication  from  Doctov  Ephraim  Iluiuard,  (son  of 
Uenri/,)  lor  the  loan  uf  six  hundred  Pounds,  to  enable  him 
to  carry  on  the  maiiafactuie  of  Saltpetre  in  an  exl(;iislvc 
manner, 

li  is  Ordered,  That  on  his  producing  a  cerlilicatc  from 
^\i\]or  Jenifer  and  Charles  Cnrro//,  of  Carrollton,  or  either 
of  them,  that  lie  hath  given  bond,  with  sufficient  security, 
agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  Convention,  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Western  Shore  pay  the  said  Doclov  Ephraim  Hoic- 
nrd  the  sum  of  six  hundred  Pounds,  common  money,  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid. 

A  like  a|)plication  was  made  by  Doctor  Samuel  Ciuile, 
for  the  loan  of  two  hundred  and  hi'ty  Pounds,  to  enable 
him  to  carry  on  a  Saltpetre  work. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sum  nf  two  bundled  a, id  lifiy 
Pounds,  common  money,  be  paid  him  by  the  Tn^isurer  of 
the  Western  Shore,  on  his  producing  a  certificate  from 
^\r.  Alexander  and  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  or  either  of 
them,  of  his  having  given  bond,  \vilh  good  security,  agree- 
able to  tiie  order  of  the  Convention. 

"  By  tlie  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryl.iuJ,  <.»clob?r  :>1,  1775. 

"  It  is  recommended  to  the  officers  having  the  charge 
and  kee|)ing  of  the  Records  in  the  Secretary's,  Land,  and 
Commissary's  Offices,  that  proper  Chests,  not  over  large, 
be  provided  at  the  publick  expense,  and  the  Recorfis  of 
Conveyances,  Certificates,  Patents,  and  Wills,  be  placed 
in  those  Chests,  and  kept  in  the  offices  to  wdiich  they  re- 
spectively belong,  in  order  that  they,  as  well  as  the  late 
papei-s,  may  be  ready,  in  case  of  emergency,  to  be  iiisianlly 
removed  to  some  place  of  security,  and  there  kept  under 
the  care  of  the  proper  sworn  oflicers." 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  Recommendation 
be  transmitted  to  tlie  several  ofiices  therein  meniioned. 

The  fillowing  Notice  was  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the 
Annapolis  Gazette,  viz  : 

■•  By  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland,  Octolwr -^1,  177.7. 

"  The  Committees  of  Observation  are  requested  to  com- 
plete their  returns  of  the  Minute  and  Militia  Officers,  and 
the  Companies  of  Militia  formed  in  Battalions,  agreeable 
to  the  Resolves  of  the  late  Convention,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
liiat  the  proper  Commissions  may  issue." 

Resolved,  That  there  be  a  meeting  of  the  Convention, 
at  the  City  of  Annapolis,  on  the  4th  day  of  December  next, 
and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Council  enclose  a  copy  of  this 


Resolve  to  the  Delegates  of  each  County  within  this  Pro- 
vince. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Shore  pay 
John  Garratt,  for  his  trouble  in  attending  this  meeting,  and 
for  providing  Wood  and  Candles,  the  sum  of  I'oily  Shillings, 
common  money. 

Signed  by  order:  K.^..^,.  McComh,  CYe,^ 


rRKSIIIKNT    OK   CONOKIISS    ro   CKMJtAl.   W  \S  II 1  NCTON'. 
l'l.il,[.lel|,liKi,  OcIoIkt  '20,   1775. 

Sir:  Captain  ./o/i/(  Mdcphi  rson  having  informed  the  Con- 
gress that  he  hail  invented  a  method  by  wdiich,  with  their 
leave,  he  would  lake  or  destroy  every  Ministerial  armed 
vessel  in  North-America,  they  ap|)oiiited  Governoiir /7o^;- 
hins,  Mr.  Randoljdi,  and  .Mr../,  llutledge,  to  confer  with 
him  on  the  subject,  for  he  woidil  not  cunsenl  to  riiniinuni- 
cate  the  secret  to  an)    hut  a  ( '(imiiiillec  and  \iju. 

These  gentlemen  icpditi'd  iliat  Uie  scheme,  in  theory, 
aiipe;ired  piactic.ibf  ;  and  that.  iIkui-Ii  its  success  could  not 
be  irhed  on  uilliiMit  ixprrunrnt,  llif\  thought  it  well  worth 
atlempting  on  the  Ibn  t  in  and  abiiiit  Boston  Harbour,  their 
destruction  being  an  dUjici  of  the  iilimist  importance. 

The  Congress  have  theiulnie  desiivil  C^\A:{\n  Macphtr- 
son  to  repair  ininirdiatil)'  to  Cumbridge.  They  recom- 
mend this  matter  io  ynwr  particular  attention,  and  reijiie-t. 
that  if  you  view  it  in  llie  light  which  the  Commiltce   did. 


3  on  will  ui 


ihin-i   W 


1  am, 
'l"o  Gen 


In  Piovinciiil  Cnnnross.  New.Yo.-k,  O.-li.lirr  ■-'(!,  177:.. 

Sir:  0\er  and  above  the  necessary  expendituri-s,  by 
reason  of  the  diffi'rent  services  recommendid  to  us,  we 
are  in  advance  to  the  general  concern  for  moneys  paid  to 
the  troops,  and  also  for  jirovisions  and  oilier  necessaries 
forwarded  by  the  order  of  the  Continental  Generals,  and 
tents  furnished  to  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Gene- 
ral Wooster  and  ('olnnel  Jlinmaii,  and  many  other  expen- 
ditures ;  which  se\ei-al  articles,  in  the  departments  of  the 
Paymasters  and  Commissaries,  amount  in  the  whole  to  a 
very  considerable  propcrtinn  ol"  the  moneys  sent  us  by  your 
body.  We  have  now  not  above  live  thousand  Dollars  re- 
iminiiig,  and  are  continually  called  upon  for  cash,  on  seve- 
ral occasions  interesting  to  the  service.  We  beg,  therefore, 
that  you  will  forward  us  money  liy  the  first  opportunity, 
the  necessity  of  which  \ve  doubt  not  will  be  immediately 
perceived. 

We  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  lay  before  the  Commis- 
saries, Paymasters,  &c.,  our  accounts,  and  send  duplicates 
to  the  Congress,  in  order  to  check  the  drafts  which  they 
may  make;  and  in  the  interim,  pray  your  advice  wdieiher 
these  gentlemen  are  to  replace  unto  u^  the  moneys  ai!- 
vaneeil  in  their  deparlinenl. 

We  arc.  Sir,  with  i'wal  respect,  vour  must  obedient  and 
humble  servants.      By  order : 

Natiianikt.  W HIM,.  Presidenr. 

To  llie  IIon,.uiable/r/,K  Hancock;  Pre-ident  of  the  ( 'om- 

linrnlal  Connies,. 

IIKTURNS  OF  OFl-lCERS   OF  SEVERAL   NEW-YOliK  REl^MENT^. 
CITV   OF    ALBANY. FIRST   REtUMENT. 

Jacob  LnnsitiLC,  Junior,  Colonel ;  Dirck  Ten  Ihoeck. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  ;  Jlenrtj  fVendell,  Abraham  Cuijltr, 
Majors;  Volkerl  A.  Douw,  Adjutant;  Ephraim  Van 
J'ei(htcn,  Quartermaster. 

John  Barclaij,  Captain  ;  .fohn  Price,  Abraham  J.  Vatts, 
Lieutenants;  John  Scott,  Ensign, 

Thomas  Barret,  Captain;  Matlhciv  I'isseher,  Abra- 
ham Eights,  Lieutenants;  John  Hoogkerk,  Ensign. 

John  Williams,  Captain  ;  Henry  Staats,  Parent  T'nn 
Aelen,  Lieutenants;   Henrij  Hogen,  Ensign. 

John  M.  Beekman,  Captain  ;  Isaac  De  Freest,  Abra- 
ham Ten  E'/ck,  Lieutenants ;   Tennis  Van  Veghten,  En- 
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lliinnaniu  K ,  lukll,  Ca\n<i\n  \    H'illiam  Ilini,  Jacob  G . 
Lansiii!^,  Lieuieiiants;  Cornelius  H'cndcll,  En>ii;n. 

Jo/in  y.  Bkcckcr,  Captain  ;  Juliii  J.  Bakman,  Cas- 
rus  I'nii/ii,  Liuiileiianls  ;   ^\ichol)is  Maisttis,  Eiisi;;n. 


jHirus  t  ruijn, 

A  true  c()|)y 
.ilft-.TCiU  Wanis 


John  11.  Btckman,  Captain  :  Jacob  C.  Sc/icrwcr/iorn, 
First  Lieutenant:  Abraham  J.  Van  Valkenburgh,  Second 
Lieutenant ;   Jacobus  J'auJerpoel,  Ensign. 

Volkirl    Van  Vcghtcn,  Captain;   Gcrrit    T.   Vanden- 


Returns  of  the  C( 


M.> 


•:\v  Vi 


iKU,  Clerk. 


.11    liK( 


-I  IIENKCTADY    II  l^TltK  T.- 

Abraham  ll'emple,  Colonel;  Jacob  Sc/urmtrhorn,  Lieu- 
lenant-Coionel  ;  Abraham  Swils,  First  Major;  Nicholas 
Vccder,  Second  Major;  Arent  N.  I'an  Fctten,  Adjutant;      Freest,  Ensij^n 


littees  of  tlie  burgh,  First  Lieutenant,  John  Amory,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant :  Jacob  Van  Schaick,  Ensign. 

Isaac  Muller,  Captain  ;  Henry  Shans,  First  Lieuten- 
ant :  Johannes  Lodcuick,  Scconi\  Lieutenant;  John  Mul- 
ler, Emhiu. 

Philip  De  Freest.  Captain  ;  Bymer  Van  Ahtync,  F'irst 
Lieutenant;  Vcler  Sharp,  Second  lieutenant;  David  Dc 


ajor 
John  I'ceck,  Quartermaster. 

Jillis  J.  Fonda,  Captain;  Andrrw  J'an  /',//,»,  Fir,t 
Lieutenant;  Myndert  Wcinple,  iScconil  [lieutenant;  Ac/iu- 
las  Yates,  Ensign. 

John  Myndertsc,  Captain;  Gerril  A'.  Veeder,  First 
Lieutenant;  Solomon  I'eiidleton,  .Second  Lieutenant; 
Lnu-rcnce  Myndertsc,  Ensign. 

John  Van  Pettev,  Captain  ;  CcrneUiis  Mabey,  First 
Lieutenant;  Simon  F.  Van  Petten,  Second  Lieutenant; 
Daniel  Loll,  Ensign. 

Abraham  /fVwyy/c,  Captain  ;  Thoma.^  B.  Ilanrkcr,  Fir^t 
Lieutenant  ;  Abraham  Su-il.-:,  Second  Lieutenant  ;  .fohn  B. 
Vrnoman.  Eu-iun. 

John   IVasson,   Captain; ,   First    Lleuten- 


d    L 


Ens 


Returns  of  said  District: 
MATTiir:u-  Vissc.iKR,  Clerk. 


DISTRICT   OF    MANOR    UKNSSKL AKR\\  Y CK. 
THIRD    REGIMKNT. 

Abraham  Ten  Brocck,  Colonel  Commandant  ;  Francis 
y'icoll,  Lieutenant-Colonel  :  IJenry  (^nackenbush,  JiarenI 
Staats,  Majors;  John  P.  (-^uackeitbush.  Adjutant;  Chris- 
topher Lansing,  Quartermaster. 

Henry  Quackenbush,  Captain  ;  Jacob  J.  Lansing, 
First  Lieutenant  ;  Levinus  Jl'inne,  Second  Lieutenant  : 
John  Van  Woerdt,  Ensinu. 

Abraham  D.  Fonda,  Captain;  Henry  Oolhoudl,  Jun., 
First  Lieutenant:  Levinus  F.  Lansing,  'Srctnul  Lieuteu- 
ant;  Jacob  J.  Lansing,  Ensii;n. 

Peter  Schuyler,  Captain;  Abraham  llifbuk,  First 
fiieuttuiant  ;  IJenri/  Ostrnm,  Sec(jnd  Lieutenant  ;  Peter 
S.  Schuyler,  Ensign. 

Parent  Slants,  (.'aplain:  [)irck  Baker,  First  Lieuten- 
anl:  John  Van  ilir,  Sreond  Liniicnant:  George  Ilogan. 
Lnsinn. 

Gerril  G.  Vandcnbirgh,  Caplain  :  Peter  T'an  Jlie, 
First  Lieutenant;  ll'auter  liuker.  Second  Lieuleuanl  : 
Abraham  Shugerland,  Eusii^n. 

FOURTH   RKtflMF.NT. 

hillialn  Van  Itensselaer,  Colouvl  ;  John  II.  lUrkman. 
Lieutenant-Colon(d  ;  Cornelius  Van  lleuren,  Jacob  C. 
Schermerhorn,  Major*  :  JaciJnis  Vnni.'i  rjiod.  Adjiuanl  : 
John  A.  Lansing,  (inarlerma<U'r. 

Cornradt  I'm  F/rk,  Caplain  ;  Pe!,r  llilbrrk,  I'nst 
Lirulenanl:  A/Url'll.  Von  />,  ;  c, ,  ,  S.rnnd  Lliiilenaul  ■ 
John   L.    Uiibuk.  I'.iiM^.n. 

miliam  I',  liinne.  Caplain  ;  ./o.'ui  I),  V„  .  Fn^t  Li.Mi- 
tenanl;  /'/<////-  C.  Look,  Second  Lieuleuanl;  Cornelius 
I'an   Ihrzer.  I.nsi..,,. 

/  -nlkerl  I  'eed,  r,  <  'a plain  ;  Abraham  1  ',  ed,  r.  FirM  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Jacob  La  Gran^rr^  SmouiI  Lirulenanl;  Andr,  U' 
Trna,,  En^iun. 

Jacob  I'an  Aernam,  C-AYil.\'\n  :  John  Grool.  Fir-.i  !,iiu- 
tonanl  ;  George  H'ai^enaer,  Second  Liiiitenanl  ;  Fredi- 
rlck  Crauzt.  .Inn.,  Eu«ii;n. 

Jacob  r,all.V,i,Unn-.  John  llarmr,  Fii-l  Li,  ul.'nani  ■ 
r,trr    l)i,,s.  Second   Licul.nanI;   ./,../  Sch</,r.   Fn.,,n. 

Sirp'nn  .SchNi,l,r,  Colonel:  (.■rnll  G.  Vo ndniber^-h . 
Lirulrnaut-CI.Miel;  I'rur  I'.  .S,hu,,l<r.  Valk,  rl  V,ed,r. 
Majors:  .Maas  Can  I  rank,  n.  \  4a.ua  :  Francis  Mar- 
slwll.  Quartern, aMrr. 

Cornelius  Van  li.uren.  ('aplain:  Meholns  Staats,  First 
Lieutenant:  Obadiah  y>,//i.w';<i;-,  Second  Lieulr'nant  :  I'hi- 
lip  Staats,  Ensi;,'u. 


John  J.  Fonda,  Captain  :  John  V.  Fonda,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  George  Bender,  Second  Lieutenant  ;  Gcors^e 
Scharpe,   Ens^.n. 

SIXTH    HF.C.IMKNT. 

.Stephen  J.  Schuyler,  Colonel  ;  Henry  K.  Vein  Rensse- 
laer, Lieutenant-Colonel;  Philip  De  Freest,  John  J.  Fon- 
da. Majors:  I'olkert  Oothoudt,  Adjutant;  Jacob  T'an 
Alstijne,  (Juartermaster. 

lienry  II.  Gardeneer,  Cajitain  ;  Jacob  I'anderlieydcn, 
First  Lieutenant;  Adam  Beam,  Second  Lieutenant;  Hen- 
ry Tinrher,  Ensign. 

Cornelius  Lansing,  Captain:  Lodeu-ick  Snyder,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Andries  Stool,  Second  Lieutenant  ;  Jacob 
IVeegcr,  Ensign. 

Luke  Schermerhorn,  Caplain;  James  Magcc,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Reuben  Knap.  .Second  Lieutenant  ;  Aaron 
Hamon,  Ensign. 

Ich<djod  Turner,  Captain  :  .loel  Pease,  First  Lieuten- 
ant :  Jonathan  Niels,  Second  Lieutenant;  Joel  Curtis. 
Ensi:;n. 

Calib  Bentlcy,  Captain:  Samuel  Show,  First  Lieuten- 
ant :  David  Hustis,  Second  Lieutenant  ;  Thomas  Cran- 
dell.  Ensign. 

James  Dennison,  Captain  ;  Stephen  Niels,  First  Lieu- 
tenant;  Obadiah  T'aughan,  Second  Lieulenant  ;  Oliver 
Bintly,  Ensign. 

A  true  cojiy  from  the  Return  of  said  District  : 

Mattiif.w  Visschfr,  Clerk. 


KlNi)KRIl(lOK    D1>TRICT. S^:^■ENTII    RKfilMF.NT. 

Andries  Uiibcck,  Colonel;  Barent  Vaudu-poel,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel; Lau-rence  Goes,  ('(irnelius  Van  Schaick, 
Majors;  Isaac  ]'<inderpoel,  Adjutant;  John  D.  Gols. 
Quartermaster. 

Fust  Coin|)an\ :  Lanibart  Borghardt,  Caplain  ;  Isaac 
P.  J'an  Valkinburgh,  First  Lieutenant:  Johannes  J. 
Van  .■//^////ic,  Second  Lieutenant:  Nicholas  Kittle,  Juu.. 
Ensinn. 


pe.  Captain:  Jo- 
J.   Van  J'alkcn- 


Secohd  Cninpain:  Gi/sbut  S.  Sch 
hannes  I'hilip.  Fn>t  l-ieutenaiU;  /',( 
bergh.  Second  Lieutenant;  Goose  (-luackenboss,  En-^ign. 

'J'liird  Company:  Philip  T'an  Alstync,  Captain  ;  .fohn 
J.  Goes,  First  Lieutenant;  Peter  Huguninc, Second  Lieu- 
tenant: Andries  Vanderpoel,  'Ens]<j,ti. 

FiMutli  t'ompany:  Dirck  Garelinicr,  Captain  ;  Evert 
I'osburt^li,  l<'ir-t  Lieutenant:  Johannes  Klanw.  Second 
Lienlenant;    Jacobus  Mc  Me  I,  En.v^n. 

Fifth  Company:  Abraham  J.  Van  Alstyne.  Captain; 
Baniir  Klinnr,  First  Lieutenant:  David  I'an  Ness,  Sc- 
CLiiid  Lieulenant;   John  Van  Ness,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company:  Joshua  Hall,  Caiita'in  ;  Samuel  Rou-- 
lan.d,  l'"lr-t  LieiUenant  ;  limn/  Bush.  Second  Lieutenant  ; 
Tho,aas  B,,b,.  KuM'U. 


the  R 


lid  r)i< 

Viss. 


Ilolurt  Van  lieussrhnr.  Colonel:  ,/-///(  Van  Aim. 
Lieulenanl-Colonel:  linn,/ J.  Van  lien^s,la,r.  Richard 
Fssdstyne,  Majors:  Abraham  Van  Akn,  Adjutant;  Lau- 
rince  /o»r/rr.  Quartermaster. 

First  Company:  Jeremiah  Muller,  Captain  :  Uilliam 
Van  S'css,  .Inn.,  First  Lieutenant;  Joghum  Mull,  r.  S< - 
cond  Lieutenant;   James  /io^cAoom,  Ensign. 

Second  Co.npany:  Jasper  Huyck,  Ca|)taln  ;  John  Lp- 
ham.  First  Lieutenant  ;  Gloud'a  De  Lametter,  Second 
Lieutenant  :   Justus   I  an   IIocsoi.   Ensliui. 
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Tliird  Company:  John  Bnrtec,  Captain;  Michad  Ilor- 
ton,  First  Lieutenant ;  llendrick  Uluincr,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  Jacob  Best,  Ensign. 

Foiirlh  Company:  Jacob  Philip,  Captain  ;  Peter  Ji'ies- 
mer,  First  Lieutenant ;  Jeremiah  Johannes  Mailer,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  George  Philip,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company:  Cnsparis  Conyn,  Captain  ;  John  Oos- 
terhout.  First  Lieutenant ;  James  Kllingc,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  Philip  Bartee,  Ensign. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Returns  of  said  District: 

Matthew  Visschkk,  Cleric. 


DISTKICT  OF  CLAVERACK. NINTH   REGIMENT. 

Peter  T^an  Ness,  Colonel ;  Stephen  Hogeboom,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ;    Jacob    Ford,   David   ,   Majors; 

Bartholomew  Heath,  Adjutant;  Jonathan  Dean,  Quar- 
termaster. 

First  Company:  Philip  Bartcl,  Captain  ;  Cornelius 
Hogeboom,  First  Lieutenant ;  Elias  De  I^ong,  Second 
Lieutenant;  Mattheiv  Reh,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:  Ithamar  Spencer,  Captain  ;  Abner 
Hawley,  First  Ijieutenant ;  David  Pratt,  Second  Ijieu- 
tenant  ;  Amazinh  Philip,  Ensign. 

Third  Company:  Jonah  Graves,  Captain;  Charles  Die- 
Arthur,  First  Lieutenant;  ft'illiam  Tigncr,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant; Elijah  Bement,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company:  Jacob  Font,  Captain  ;  Thos.  Brown, 
First  Lieutenant;  Bartholomew  Barrat,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant ;   Ephraim  Leech,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company:  Martin  Krum,  Captain;  Isaac  J'os- 
burgh,  First  Lieutenant;  Abraham  t'osburgh.  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Johannes  Shirtz,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company:  John  Hallenbeck,  Captain  ;  Bartholo- 
mew Heath,  First  Lieutenant ;  Nathaniel  House,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Johannes  J.  Van  Valkenburgh,  Ensign. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Returns  of  said  District: 

1\1attiie\v  Visschkk,  Clerk. 


DISTRICT  OV  MANOR   OF    LIVINGSTON. TENTH    REGIMENT. 

Peter  R.  Livingston,  Colonel ;  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
Jun.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  ;  Henry  Livingston,  Esq.,  First 
Major;  Samuel  Ten  Broeck,  Second  Major;  Philip  Roche- 
feller,  Adjutant  ,  Petrus  fi'yncoop,  Quartermaster. 

First  Company:  Dirck  Jansen,  Captain  ;  Leonard  'Fen 
BroLck,  First  Lieutenant  ;  fViUiam  PulJ'er,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  Jacob  Blass,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:  Joseph  Elliot,  Captain  ;  John  J'an 
Beuren,  First  Lieutenant ;  John  P.  31c Arthur,  Second 
Lieutenant;  John  McArthur,  Ensign. 

Third  Company:  Markes  Blatner,  Captain;  George 
Decker,  First  Lieutenant ;  Zachariah  Volant,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Christopher  llngedern,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company:  Conradt  Klyne,  Captain  ;  John  L. 
Decker,  First  Lieutenant ;  James  Robinson,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  Jacob  J'osburgh,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company:  John  A.  Fonda,  Captain  ;  Petrr  Pul- 
ver,  First  Lieutenant;  File  Rossman,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
John  Schaver,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company:  Jacob  F.  Schaver,  Ca|nain  ;  Peter 
Van  De  Bogart,  Junior,  First  Lieutenant;  Fite  Muller, 
Second  Lieutenant;  Johavnes  Best,  Jun.,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company:  Adam.  Huysradt,  Captain  ;  Henry 
Ervine,  First  Lieutenant ;  Johannes  Snyder,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  Jury  P.  Dunce,  Ensign. 

Eighth  Company:  Philip  Smith,  Captain  ;  Casper 
.Shults,  First  Lieutenant;  Adam  Segendorph,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Bastion  Jurry  Lasher,  Ensign. 

Ninth  Company:  Samuel  Ten  Broeck,  Captain  ;  Petrus 
T'an  Gaasbeck,  First  Lieutenant ;  Hendrick  Pulver,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant ;   Samuel  J.  Ten  Broeck,  Ensign. 

GERMAN    CAMP    DISTRICT,   (tO   RE   ADDED  TO  THE   DISTRICT 
OF   MANOR   OF  LIVINGSTON.) 

Tenth  Company:  Tiel  Rochcfelhr,  Captain;  Jacob 
Hagcdorn,  First  Lieutenant;  Jl'illiam  Rochefeller,  Se- 
cond  Lieutenant;  Henry  Will,  Ensign. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Returns  of  said  District: 

Matthew  Visscher,  Clerk. 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  iii.  ' 


DISTRICT   OF   COXSAKIE    AND   GROTE    IMBOGHT. ELEVENTH 

REGIMENT. 

Anthony  Van  Bergen,  Colonel ;  Cornelius  Dubois, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Ignatius  Van  Ordcn,  First  Major ; 
John  L.  Bronck,  Second  Major ;  John  Ten  Broeck,  Ad- 
jutant ;   llubartus  J'an  Loon,  Quartermaster. 

First  Coiupany:  Thomas  Hooghtecling,  Captain;  Henry 
Van  Bergen,  First  Lieutenant;  Richard  Van  Denburgh, 
Second  Ijieutenant ;  Coriiclius  Conine,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:  Philip  Bronck,  Captain  ;  Myndert 
Van  Schaick,  First  Lieutenant;  Albert  Van  Loon,  Second 
L^icutenant;  Jachin  Tryon,  Ensign. 

Third  Company:  Samuel  Van  Veghlcn,  Captain;  Jo- 
hannes Rows,  First  Lieutenant;  Jacob  Van  Veghten,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant;  John  Dubois,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company:  John  A.  IVitbcck,  Captain;  Fran- 
cis Salisbury,  Jun.,  First  Lieutenant;  U'essel  Salisbury, 
Second  Lieutenant;  Barcnt  Staats  Sedisbury,  Ensigu. 

Fifth  Company:  David  Abeel,  Captain  ;  IVlliam  Sny- 
der, First  Lieutenant ;  William  Van  Orden  Dumond,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant;  John  Wigra7n,  Ensign. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Returns  of  said  District  : 

IVIatthew  Visscher,  Clerk. 


districts  of   half-moon  and  ballston. twelfth 

regiment. 

Jacobus  J'an  Scoonhovcn,  Colonel  ;  James  Gordon, 
Lieutenant-Colonel;  Ezckicl  Taylor,  First  Major;  Aii- 
drcw  Mitchell,  Second  Major;  David  Rumscy,  Adjutant; 
Simon  Fort,  Quartermaster. 

Gerardiis  Cluet,  Captain  ;  Albert  Van  Dcnverken, 
First  Lieutenant;  Robert  Rowland ,  Second  Lieutenant; 
John  J'an  Derwcrkcn,  Ensign. 

Nanning  N.  Visscher,  Captain;  John  J'an  J'ranken, 
First  Lieutenant ;  Nicholas  Van  Vranken,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  Maas  T^an  Vranken,  Ensign. 

Jeremiah  Jlncent,  Captain ;  Joseph  Pinkney,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Peter  Farguson,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Elias 
J'an  Steenbergh,  Ensign. 

Joshua  Losee,  Captain;  Thomas  Hicks,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Cornelius  J^eeling,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Oliver 
U'aight,  Ensign. 

Tyrannus  Collins,  Captain  ;  ft'illiam  McCrea,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Benjamin  fVood,  Second  Lieutenant ;  David 
Clerk,  Ensign. 

Stephen  fVhite,  Captain  ;  Thomas  Broien,  First  Lieu- 
tenant;  Epinetus  JVhite,  Second  Lieutenant;  Nathan 
Raymond,  Ensign. 

DISTIlirT   OF   SARATOGA. THIRTEENTH    REGIMENT. 

John  McCrea,  Colonel  ;  Cornelius  J'an  J'eghten,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel;  Daniel  Dickinson,  First  Major;  Jacob 
J'an  Schaick,  Second  Major;  Archibald  31cNiel,  Adju- 
tant ;  John  J'ernor,  Quartermaster. 

Peter  J'an  IVocrdt,  Captain  ;  James  Storm,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  .Jonathan  Dunham,  Second  Lieutenant;  Gerrii 
J'an  Beuren,  Ensign. 

John  Thompson,  Captain  ;  Josiah  Benjamin,  First  Lieu- 
tenant; Joint  Hunter,  Second  Lieutenant;  Joseph  Roir, 
Ensi_gn. 

Henry  O' Hara,  Captain  ;  Benjamin  Giles,  First  Lieu- 
tenant;  Jonathan  Pettit,  Second  Lieutenant;  James  Pet- 
tit,  Ensign. 

Ephraim  JJ'oodward,  Captain  ;  Thomas  Ballard,  First 
Ijieutenant  ;  Haltum  Dunham,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Abel 
Belknap,  Ensign. 

Ephraim  Lake,  Captain  :  Samuel  Sheldon,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Jabez  Gage,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Benajah  Shel- 
don, Ensign. 

Joseph  Pcdmer,  Captain  ;  John  Davis,  First  Lieuten- 
ant ;  Hezekiah  Dunham,  Second  Lieutenant  ;  Alpheus 
Davis,  Ensign. 

David  Jones,  Captain  ;  Samuel  Perry,  First  Lieutenant ; 
Peter  JJ'innc, Second  Lieutenant;  Elislia  Bentley,  Ensign. 

Minute-Men:  Aleiander  Baldwin,  Captain;  Samuel 
Bacon,  First  Lieutenant;  fJ'alter  Hughei,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  jE.7/«s  Palmer,  Ensign. 

A  true  copv  from  the  Returns  of  said  District : 

IMatthew  Visscher,  Clerk. 
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DISTRICT   OF    IIOSACK   AND    bCHAliHTIC 
REGIMENT. 

John  Knickerbocker,  Colonel  ;  Danid  BratI,  Lieulen- 
aiU-Coloiie! ;  Dirck  Van  Veg/iten,  First  Major;  John  I  an 
Rensselaer,  Second  Major;  Charles  11.  Toll,  AiljutaiU  ; 
lirnas  Kip,  Quartermaster. 

First  Company:  Henclrickl'an  Derhoof,Ca\>Vd\vi;  Sand. 
Ketchum,  First  Lieutenant;  Mathanicl  F(>r(l,'Si-cuud  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Jacob  Hallcnbcck,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:  Walter M.  Groesbeck,  Captain  ;  ll'i/- 
nant  Van  Dcnburgh,  First  Lieutenant;  Fttcr  Davenport, 
Second  Lieutenant ;  Jacob  Yates,  Ensign. 

Third  Company:  John  J.  Dleecker,  Captain  ;  John 
Snyder,  First  Lieutenant  ;  Matthew  De  Garmo,  Second 
Lieutenant;   Stephen  Thome,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company:  Lewis  Van  H'oenlt,  Captain  ;  John 
Schouien,  First  Lieutenant ;  Joseph  Boijce,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  John  Morrel,  Ensign. 

Fiflli  Company:  Fcnner  I'almtr,  Captain  ;  Jolin  John- 
son, First  Lieutenant ;  James  fVilliamson,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Jonathan  Davis,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company:  Daniel  B.  Bratt,  Captain  ;  Michael 
Lampmnn,  First  Lieutenant ;  Isaac  Lansing,  Second 
Lieutenant;   Francis  Hogal,  Ensign. 

Seventh   Company:   Van  Bcnssclocr,  Captain ; 

Michael  Ryan,  First  Lieutenant; ,  Second 

Lieutenant;  Fcter  Hartivelt,  Ensign. 

Minute-Men:  John  J.  Bleecker,  Captain;  JVillinm 
Thorn,  First  Lieutenant ;  Thomas  Hicks,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant; Jonathan  Rowland,  Ensign. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Returns  of  said  District  : 

ALvTTHEW    ViSSCIlER,    Clcrk. 


hi.    First   Lieutenant ;    John    Gile,   Second   Lieutenant ; 
James  Mttrvin,   Ensign. 

A  true  copy  Iron)  the  Returns  of  said  District: 

.NL\TTHEw  VisscnER,  Clerk. 


JACOli   liAYLEY  TO   NEW-YORK:   CONCRESS. 

Newbury,  OctobL-r  20,  1775. 
Sir  :  The  packet  I  received  from  you,  some  time  the  last 
oi'  August,  broken,  many  of  the  papers  wanting,  I  supplied 
tlie  Association,  who  all  have  signed  but  a  very  few.  Shall 
send  it  soon.  We  are  now  regulating  the  Militia  after  the 
form  that  the  Continental  Congress  advise,  (not  having  re- 
ceived any  thing  from  our  Congress,)  only  shall  choose  by 
the  Captain  and  subs  together  with  the  Committees,  the 
field-officers,  and  shall  recommend  them  accordingly.  Here- 
tofore we  chose  new  Captains  and  subs,  both  for  the  standing 
and  minute-men,  who  were  at  the  command  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  our  little  Congress,  assisted  by  the  Chairman  of 
each  District  Committee  ;  and  long  before  we  heard  of  a 
Congress  at  New-York,  we  all  to  a  man  signed  an  Asso- 
ciation, agreeable  to  the  Continental  one,  which  I  forget 
whether  I  mentioned  to  you  before.  1  determine  to  see 
you  this  winter,  if  health  permit. 

It  is  sixteen  days  since  we  have  heard  any  thing  from 
Canada,  and  what  1  had  then  you  have  before  now.  I 
hope  all  is  well.  I  shall  make  a  return  by  Doctor  IVethcr' 
spoon,  whom  we  expect  every  day.  All  are  well,  and  with 
us  peace  and  |)lenty.  This  from  )'our  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  Jacob  Bayley. 
To  John  McKesson,  Esq.,  Secretary   to  the  Congress  at 

Neic-  York. 


united    districts    ok   SCHOHARIE    AND    DU  ANESBIRG  H. 
FIFTEENTH     REGIMENT. 

Feter  Vrooman,  Colonel ;  Fitcr  IV.  Zicle,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel ;  Thomas  Etherson,  Junior,  First  Major;  Jost 
Bcccher,  Second  Major;  Lawrence  Schoolcraft,  Adjutant; 
Vcter  Ball,  Quartermaster. 

First  Company:  George  Man,  Captain  ;  Christian  Stu- 
hragk.  First  Lieutenant;  .fohn  Domiuack,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Jacob  Snyder,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:  Jacob  Hcgcr,  Captain;  Martynus 
Van  Slyck,  First  Lieutenant ;  .fohannes  IV.  Bauch,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant  ;  Johannes  L.  Sairycr,  Ensign. 

Third  Company:  George  Rechtmyer,  Captain  ;  Johan- 
nes J.  Sawyer,  First  Lieutenant ;  Martynus  IV.  Ziele, 
Second  Lieutenant ;  Johannes  Sawyer  Bellinger,  Ensign. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Returns  of  said  District : 

Matthew  Visscher,  Clcrk. 


district   of   KING   S. SEVENTEENTH   REGIMENT. 

William  Bradford  Whiting,  Colonel ;  Asa  Waterman, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Asa  Douglass,  Daniel  Buck,  Ma- 
jors ;  Joseph  Wood,  Adjutant ;  Felcr  Garnsey,  Quarter- 
master. 

First  Company:  Asa  Douglass,  Captain  ;  Elijah  Bost- 
vnck.  First  Lieutenant ;  William  Itallcnheck,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;   Is  ac  Averil,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:  Aaron  Kelly,  Captain;  Jl  illiam 
Warner,  Jun.,  First  [jieuionant ;  Follicarpus  Snith,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant;   Samuel  Olmsteil,  ICnvign. 

Third  Company:  Fliilip  Frisbe,  Captain;  Ebenezcr 
Cndy,  Junior,  First  l/ietitenant ;  Josiah  //V/;7ttT,  Second 
Lieutenant;    Ephraim  Lord.  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company:  Nchemiah  Filch,  Captain  ;  Samuel 
lligley.  First  Lieutenant  ;  John  Smith,  .Second  Lieuten- 
ant;  Jonathan  Molt,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company:  FJxncztr  Benjamin,  Captain;  Jiina- 
than  Ford,  First  Lieutenant;  John  .Munsy,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  Asa  Do/y,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company:  Elijah  Hudson,  Ca[)tain  ;  Jacob  Vos- 
hnrgh,  First  Lieutenant;  Ezra  Allen,  Second  Lieutenant; 
Samuel  Bailey,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company:  Banct  Dyer,  Captain ;  Samuel 
IVhcclcr,  First  Lieutenant;  Uanid llcrrick,^iiCot\d  Lieu- 
K  nant  ;    Nathan  Hcrrirk,  En^i-n. 

Eighth  Companv:   Elijah  Gilbert,  Captain;  John  Gil- 


GENERAL   SCHUYLER  TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

[Read  October  31,  1775.] 

Ticoiulcroga,  October  20,  1775. 

Sir:  Since  doing  myself  the  honour  to  write  you  this 
morning,  by  the  gentleman  who  brought  your  despatches, 
two  very  material  matters  have  occurred  to  me,  and  I  send 
this  by  express,  to  overtake  the  gentleman. 

I  have  unfortunately,  too,  too  much  reason  to  ap[irc- 
liend  that  very  few  of  the  troops  to  the  northward  will 
engage  to  remain  in  Canada,  should  we  succeed  ;  what  is 
to  be  done  in  such  a  case  ?  The  season  is  too  far  advanced 
to  raise  troops  below  ;  and  should  they  refuse  to  re-enlist, 
how  dreadful  the  consequences. 

From  whence  are  the  troops  in  Canada  (on  a  suppo- 
sition that  we  succeed,  and  they  willing  to  remain)  to  be 
supplied  with  ammunition  ?  as  Mr.  Carleton  will  most  cer- 
tainly destroy  all,  should  he  be  obliged  to  quit  the  country, 
and  we  shall  have  none  left. 

These  iratters  I  humbly  conceive  require  the  immediate 
attention  of  Congress. 

I  am,  Sir,  most  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Sec. 

SAMUET,    MOTT  TO   (iOVERNOlR  TRUMBULL. 

Cuiip  bef.iro  St.  Jolui's,  0.-lol)er  20,  1775. 

HdNouRED  Sir:  I  take  this  opportunity  to  congratulate 
yoiu-  Ilonoin-  on  the  success  of  the  American  arms  in  the 
reduction  of  the  fortress  of  Cliamhhj  ;  they  smrendered  pri- 
soners of  war  two  days  ago,  and  came  to  this  place  this  day, 
being  about  eighty  soldiers,  with  ninety-four  women  and 
children,  besides  the  ollicers.  There  was  only  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  our  troops,  and  three  or  four  hun- 
dred C««fK//(T?is,  employed  in  the  attack  of  this  place,  and 
they  surrendered  in  about  forty-eight  hours.  A  list  of  the 
stores  taken  in  the  garrison  I  shall  enclose  you  herein,  as 
near  as  we  can  yet  come  at  them.  This  garrison  of  St. 
Jidins  holds  out  very  obstinate,  and  is  an  extreme  difficult 
place  to  reduce  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  consider- 
ing the  situation  and  nature  of  this  ground  ;  wherever  we 
attempt  to  erect  batteries,  the  water  follows  in  the  ditch, 
when  only  two  feet  deep.  I  have  this  favour  to  ask  of 
your  Honour,  viz:  that  the  contents  of  my  last  letter  to 
you  may  remain  a  secret  until  I  see  you. 

1  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  same  disagreement  yet  sub- 
sists between  me  and  another  as  has  before,  but  this  is  not 
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the  place  to  settle  such  disputes.  1  have  preat  reason  of 
thankfulness  that  I  am  belter  in  health  than  when  I  last 
wrote  ;  and  am,  Sir,  your  Honour's  most  ohetlicnt  humble 
servant,  Samuel  jMott. 

Honourable  Governour  Trumfndl. 


ORDEllS   TO   MAJOR   BENJAMIN  Tll'PF.K. 

Whereas  information  has  been  given  to  me  that  two 
vessels,  the  one  belonging  to  Holmes  and  the  other  to 
Coffin,  both  persons  of  known  enmity  to  the  United  Colo- 
nies, are  now  lying  at  Mnrthas  Tlneynrd,  intending  to 
proceed  to  Boston,  with  their  cargoes,  for  the  benefit  and 
refreshment  of  the  Ministerial  troops  there:  These  are 
therefore  to  reijuire  you  to  seize  the  said  vessels,  with  their 
cargoes,  and  secure  them  in  the  safest  and  nearest  port  to 
this  camp,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and  all  per- 
sons, friends  of  their  Country  and  the  cause  o(  America, 
are  desired  to  aid  and  assist  you  in  the  said  enter|)rise,  for 
which  they  shall  be  reasonably  rewarded  out  of  the  said 
vessels. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters,  Cambridge, 
October  the  twentieth,  annoque  Domini  1775. 

(iKOKGE    WaSHINCTOX. 

COLONEL  JOSEPH   REED  TO   CAPTAIN   EPHRAIM  BOWEN,  JUN. 
Head-quarters,  October  20,  1775. 

Sir:  Vour  favour  this  day  came  to  liand.  Your  con- 
duct in  fitting  out  the  vessels  is  much  approved  of  by  his 
Excellency,  who  is  particularly  pleased  with  your  despatch. 
Col.  Warren  has  wrote  to  JVormioell  about  his  demand  of 
eight  pence  more  than  others,  which  I  hope  he  will  reliact, 
otherwise  you  must  endeavour  to  procure  another,  as  we 
are  resolved  to  submit  to  no  demands  that  appear  to  be 
unreasonable.  The  ditlerence  to  him  is  small,  but  as  we 
must  pay  the  same  to  others,  and  in  that  case  the  differ- 
ence to  llie  publick  will  be  considerable.  I  think  you 
had  better  take  the  swivels,  but  we  would  have  the  vessel 
delayed  for  the  sake  of  making  up  the  complement  of  ten. 
Advise  with  Captain  Martindah  about  the  cohorns.  If 
he  thinks  they  will  be  serviceable,  you  can  take  one  or 
both.  Enclosed  is  a  lutter  to  the  Committee  about  the 
powder.  The  carti'idge  paper  will  be  sent  immediately. 
Captain  A'lmns  will  have  the  same  terms  as  other  mas- 
ters out  of  Salem,  or  Mavblchearl. 

1  shall  despatch  Captain  Coit  as  soon  as  possible,  but 
the  General  would  have  you  stay  till  the  vessels  are 
ec)uip|)ed  and  sailed.  If  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary 
for  Caj'lain  Marlindcde  to  return  to  camp  before  he  sails, 
he  can  slay  to  superintend  the  workmen,  &,c.  1  cautioned 
him  against  an  extravagant  outset,  but  1  fear  his  former 
ideas  on  the  subject  are  insuperable.  There  certainly  can 
be  no  occasion  for  such  a  number  of  guns,  unless  he  means 
to  go  without  |)owder  for  them,  as  we  cannot  spaie  so 
much  of  that  article  as  such  an  outset  would  require.  We 
think  eight  or  at  the  most  ten  six-pounders  quite  sufficient, 
with  ten  or  twelve  swivels.  Enclosed  is  a  letter  to  the 
Committee  oiliristol,  which  may  be  of  some  use  in  procur- 
ing the  guns,  if  you  are  obliged  to  go  there  for  that  |)uri)ose. 
By  what  I  mentioned  in  my  former  letter,  I  only  meant 
to  give  you  a  caution,  as  we  have  been  very  unfortunate 
in  sending  persons  to  do  business  where  their  connex- 
ions lay.  It  will  be  best  for  you  to  pa}'  all  contingent 
expenses.  If  you  have  not  current  cash,  Mr.  liaison, 
the  agent,  will  supply  you,  and  his  draft  here  upon  me 
for  these  expenses,  or  any  other  attending  the  vessels,  will 
be  honoured.  If  the  Committee  of  PU/mouth  claim  a 
property  in  the  vessel,  notwithstanding  she  is  to  be  em- 
ployed on  the  publick  service,  you  must  agree  with  them, 
as  with  private  persons,  on  the  best  terms  you  can.  Pia}' 
forward  both  \essels  as  soon  as  possible,  and  in  your  next 
let  me  know  when  Martindah's  will  be  ready.  If  lie 
wants  ammunition  from  hence,  let  us  know  in  time,  that 
none  may  be  lost  in  fitting  out  these  aiticles. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

J.  Keed,  Secrttarij. 
To  Captain  Hjdiraiin  Bourn,  .Iwi.,  Flijmoulli. 

P.  S.  By  all  means  caution  Captain  Ftlartindalc  against 
a  large  outset.  The  design  is  to  interce|it  the  enemy's  sup- 
plies, not  to  look  out  for  the  armed  vessels. 


COLONEL  JOSEPH  REED  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  PLYMOUTH. 

Head-Quarters,  October  20,  177:.. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  to  acquaint  you  that  the  publick  service  re- 
quiring a  number  of  armed  vessels  to  be  fitted  to  intercept 
the  enemy's  supplies,  and  the  distance  making  the  trans- 
portation of  ammunition  tedious,  you  will  render  the  Gen- 
eral a  most  acceptable  service,  and  much  promote  the  pub- 
lick interest,  if  you  will  su[)ply,  out  of  your  Town  stock 
or  otherwise,  the  powder  necessary  for  the  service.  The 
General  will  either  replace  it,  or  pay  for  it,  as  may  be 
most  agreeable  to  you.  Any  other  service  you  may 
render  Captain  Boivcn  in  this  allair  will  be  kindly  ac- 
cepted. 

I  am,  by  iiis  Excellency's  order.  Gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant,  ,    r, 

^  J.  Keed. 


COLONEL   JOSEPH    REED   TO   THE    C051M1TTEE   OE   BRISTOL. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  October  20,  177J. 

Gentlemen:  His  Excellency  General  Washington  has 
directed  me  to  acquaint  you,  that,  conceiving  it  would  be 
of  publick  service  to  fit  out  some  armed  vessels,  he  is 
equipping  two  at  Flijinouth,  designed  to  intercept  the  ene- 
my's supplies.  It  may  perhaps  be  necessary  for  Captain 
Bowen  to  ap|ily  to  you  for  some  guns;  if  so,  it  would 
much  oblige  the  General  and  promote  the  publick  service, 
if  you  could  furnish  him  with  such  as  he  may  want,  and 
you  can  spare.  Any  other  assistance  which  he  may  crave, 
we  doubt  not  you  will  cheerfully  give,  as  we  are  embarked 
in  one  great  and  connnon  cause. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,   by  his  Excellency's  direction,  your 

most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant,  ,    „ 

•'  '  J.  Keed. 


COLONEL    JOSEPH    REED    TO    COLONEL     GLOVER     AND    STE- 
PHEN  MOYLAN. 

Head-tiuarlers,  October  20,  177;'>. 

Gentlemen:  Your  favour  of  yesterday  was  duly  re- 
ceived. The  two  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  Mr  Moylan 
will  keep  till  he  returns,  and  then  pay  it  to  the  Commis- 
sary-General. I  sent  for  Colonel  BurbccJc,  who  makes 
some  excuse  that  he  could  not  get  the  order  ready,  but 
promises  it  shall  be  ibis  day  comjileted. 

I  also  sent  for  Doctor  Spofford,  who  agrees  to  go  if  his 
Colonel  does  not  object  to  it.  He  is  now  gone  to  consult 
him,  and  if  he  determines  to  go,  1  shall  despatch  him  im- 
mediately. You  will  remember,  gentlemen,  that  the  ves- 
sels will  want  a  part  of  this  Hour.  You  will,  therefore,  be 
pleased  to  retain  as  much  as  will  be  necessary  for  this 
pmpose. 

P.  M.,  six  o'clock.  After  pursuing  Doctor  Spofford  all 
day,  to  get  his  decision,  I  have  at  last  got  it,  that  he  will 
go,  and  is  preparing  ;  so  that  I  hope  he  will  be  with  you 
some  time  to-morrow. 

We  have  accounts  that  the  small  squadron  which  sailed 
some  time  ago  is  bombarding  Falmouth  and  Portsmouth. 
Our  vessels  must  be  careful  how  iliey  fall  in  with  them. 
Please  to  fix  upon  some  particular  colour  for  a  flag,  and  a 
signal  by  which  our  vessels  may  know  one  another.  What 
do  you  think  of  a  flag  with  a  white  ground,  a  tree  in  the 
middle,  the  motto  ''Appeal  to  Heavcnl"  I'his  is  the  flag 
of  our  floating  batteries. 

We  are  fitting  out  two  vessels  at  Plymouth,  and  when  1 
next  hear  fiom  you  on  this  subject,  I  will  let  them  know 
the  flag  and  the  signal,  that  we  may  distinguish  our  friends 
from  our  foes.  You  will  hasten  the  equipment  of  the 
other  two  vessels  as  fast  as  possible. 

Be  pleased  to  prepare  half  a  dozen  reams  of  the  best 
writing  paper  to  be  had  in  Salem  or  Marblehcad,  and  send 
it  down  here  per  first  ojiportunity.  If  you  think  any  good 
purpose  would  be  answered  by  it,  you  can  send  out  Colonel 
Glover  s  schooner  till  the  substitute  is  got  ready. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  much  regard,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  J-  Reed,  Secretary. 

To  C.  '  -    -.      .       ^ 


Glover  and  Stcphni  Moylan,  Esq.,  Salem. 


P.  S.  Colonel  Glover  does  not  notice  the  receipt  of 
Captain  Lungdon's  present  to  the  ofiicers  who  retook  his 
ship.     Don't  let  it  be  forgot  in  your  next. 
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GENERAL   GATES   TO   THE    COMMITTEE  OF    POKTSMOtTH. 

Head.QiiartLTs,  October  20,  1775. 

Siu  :  1  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency  Gen- 
eral H'ashington  to  acknowledge  his  having  this  moment 
received  your  letter,  dated  yesterday,  from  Portsmouth. 
The  General  is  deeply  afflicted  uith  the  distress  the  savage 
barbarity  of  the  enemy  has  in  all  probability  brought  upon 
the  Town  and  unhappy  inhabitants  of  Falmouth;  he  can- 
not but  feelingly  particijiate  with  them  in  their  misery,  and 
is  grieved  to  the  soul  it  is  not  in  his  power  immediately  to 
comply  with  your  demand.  You  may  believe.  Sir,  your 
request  would,  without  delay,  have  been  complied  with, 
had  the  state  of  the  magazine  here  made  that  compliance 
in  any  degree  possible. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
H.  Gatks,  Adjuldnt-Gcntriil. 
11.  fl'cnt worth,  Escj.,  Chairman,  &;c. 

P.  S.  The  General  is  so  busily  engaged  with  a  Com- 
mittee from  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the  Governours 
of  the  adjacent  Colonies,  that  lie  cannot,  as  he  wished, 
write  to  you  himself. 

COLONEL  JAMES  READ  TO  NK  W-Il  AMPSIIlllE    COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

Caniii  on  Winter-Uill,  October  20,  1775. 

Gentlf.men:  In  obedience  to  a  desire  of  Esquire 
Thornton  to  me,  to  order  the  several  Captains  in  my  Re- 
giment to  make  out  muster-rolls  from  the  time  of  their 
enlistment  to  the  4lli  day  o^  August  last,  1  immediately 
gave  said  orders,  although  I  never  could  get  said  rolls  till 
this  moment,  and  now  one  is  not  sent  by  reason  of  the 
Captain's  being  on  furlough,  and  his  Lieutenant  does  not 
incline  to  swear  to  tiie  Captain's  accounts. 

Gentlemen,  as  I  did  not  make  these  rolls,  neither  have 
1  examined  them,  except  my  own  pay,  which  I  think  is 
right.  1  hope  these  rolls  will  be  carefully  examined  before 
payment  is  made. 

1  am.  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

James  Read. 

HOUSE   OF   assembly    FOR  THE    I'ROVINCE   OF    NOVA-SCOTIA. 
Friday,  October  20,  1775. 

A  Message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governour,  requinng 
the  attendance  of  the  House  in  the  Coimcil  Chamber. 

.Mr.  Speaker  and  the  House  attended  accordingly,  and 
being  returned,  Mr.  Speaker  reported  that  the  House  had 
attended  his  Excellency  in  the  Council  Chamber,  where 
his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  make  the  following  Speech 
to  both  Houses  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council 

and  House  of  I{c2)rcscntativcs  : 

The  particular  situation  and  circumstances  of  this  Pro- 
vince, at  this  alarming  conjuncture  of  ullairs  in  America,  has 
made  it  necessary  to  call  you  together  at  this  time. 

From  the  best  information  of  the  intentions  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, who  are  now  assembled  in  arms  against  His  Majesty's 
(iovcrnment,  I  have  reason  to  think  they  are  meditating  to 
distm-b  ihe  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Colony,  proofs  of  which  I  shall  order  to  be  laid  before  you; 
and  as  self-defence  is  the  first  law  of  nature,  and  the  consi- 
deration of  ii  of  the  highest  importance  to  youi'  constituents, 
I  do  recommend  to  your  serious  deliberation  those  measures 
which  will  most  conduce  to  the  safety  and  protection  of  the 
Province.  Aukiu!:  oilu'r  weighty  all'airs,  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  till-  C'l pinny  in  res|)ect  to  provision  is  become 
alarming,  and  tin  ugh  it  is  oin-  duty  to  contribute  to  the 
utmost  of  our  ability  to  fiirnish  the  Army  and  IN'avy  with 
refreshments  and  every  necessary,  yet  1  am  of  opinion 
some  rules  and  regidations  might  be  made  to  jirevent  the 
enhancing  the  price  of  provisions,  and  its  being  diverted  to 
other  purposes.  As  this  is  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and 
is  become  very  interesting  to  the  people  in  general,  but 
more  particularly  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ualifav,  I  must  re- 
commend it  to  yom-  deliberations,  that  some  measme  may 
he  adopted  which  will  give  a  satisfactory  relief. 

Your  firm  attachment  to  his  sacred  Majesty  and  his 
Government,  and  your  zeal  in  promoting  the  same  senli- 
ments  among  the  inhabitants,  have  given  me  the  liiglie>t 
satisfaction.     The  same  union  and   harmony   in   all   your 


deliberations  will  tend  to  the  advancement  of  the  publick 
good,  and,  you  may  be  assured,  1  shall  most  heartily  con- 
cur in  every  measure  that  will  promote  the  peace,  safely, 
and  interest  of  this  Province. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Fillis,  and  Mr.  Bridge, 
prepare  an  Address  to  be  presented  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governour,  in  answer  to  his  Excellency's  Speech. 

Monday,  October  23,  1775. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  the  ;\Iembers  waited  on  his  Excellency 
the  Governour  with  their  Address,  in  answer  to  his  Excel- 
lency's Speech,  and  presented  the  same,  as  follows: 
Maij  it  please  your  Excellency  : 

We,  His  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Repre- 
sentatives for  this  Province,  return  your  Excellency  our 
unfeigned  thanks  for  your  speech  in  General  .\ssembly. 

Fully  sensible  of  the  dangerous  situation  in  which  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Colony  are,  from  the  unhappy  troubles 
in  America,  and  as  the  providing  for  its  security  and  de- 
fence is  a  matter  of  the  highest  consequence,  we  shall  in 
our  deliberations  give  it  that  weight  and  attention  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  requires,  and  sincerely  wish  ii  was 
in  our  power  to  grant  supplies  adequate  to  the  exigency  of 
the  times. 

We  shall  pay  due  regard  to  your  Excellency's  recom- 
mendation on  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Colony  in 
respect  to  provisions,  and  endeavour  to  provide  against 
such  abuses  as  may  arise  to  the  prejudice  of  its  inhabitants; 
at  the  same  time  that  we  esteem  ourselves  happy  in  having 
it  in  our  power  to  contribute  to  the  sup|)lying  the  Army 
and  Navy,  as  well  as  His  iMajesiy's  distressed  subjects  at 
Boston,  with  such  refreshments  as  this  Province  affords, 
and  which  we  are  cheerfully  ready  to  continue  to  the 
utmost  of  our  abilities. 

It  yields  us  the  highest  satisfaction  that  your  Excellency 
is  pleased  to  entertain  such  sentiments  of  our  attachment 
and  loyalty  to  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  and  his  Govern- 
ment ;  we  shall  not  Aiil  to  conlinue  to  inculcate  those  senti- 
ments among  our  constituents,  and  be  ever  ready  to 
co-operate  with  your  Excellency  in  every  measure  that 
may  tend  to  promote  the  peace,  safety,  and  welfare  of  the 
Province. 

ADDRESS  OF   THE   BOROrGII    OF  BRIDGEWATER. 

Address  of  the  princijial  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  o( 
Bridgewater,  in  the  Coimly  of  Somerset,  presented  to  His 
JMajesly  by  the  Hon.  Anne  Poulett,  one  of  their  Repre- 
sentatives in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  EiaUent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
]irinci)ial  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  o( Bridgewater,  \n  the 
County  o(  Somerset,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal  pre- 
sence, with  hearts  full  of  allegiance,  loyalty,  and  fidelity. 

Truly  sensible  of  the  happiness  wc  enjoy  under  your 
Majesty's  Government,  uniformly  regulated  by  the  laws  of 
this  Coimtry,  by  which  our  constitutional  rights  are  pre- 
served and  sectn-ed,  we  cannot,  without  the  deepest  concern, 
behold  the  many  inflammatory  methods  used  to  alienate 
the  affections  of  yom-  Majesty's  subjects,  to  seduce  them 
from  their  duty,  and  even  to  countenance  and  abet  the 
most  imgralefid  and  daring  rebellion  in  America. 

We  therefore  think  il  greatly  incumbent  on  us  to  express 
our  detestation  and  abhorrence  of  such  flagitious  attempts; 
and  to  humbly  beg  your  Majesty's  gracious  acceptance  of 
our  inosl  failhfid  assurances  to  support  your  Majesty,  and 
the  legislative  authority  of  this  Kingdom,  to  the  utmost  of 
our  power. 

Ai)nitr>s  OK  THT-.  nif;n  sheriff,  etc.,  of  the  colntv  of 

CARMARTHEN. 

.Vdih-css  of  the  High  Sheriff,  Justices  of  tlie  Peace,  Gen- 
tlemen, Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the  Coimty  of  Carmar- 
then, jirescnted  to  His  Majesty  by  the  right  Hon.  George 
Bice,  their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Eiccllent  Majesty. 
Till-  humble  Address  of  the  High  Sheriff,  Justices  of  the 

I'cacc,   Gentlemen,   Clergy,   and   Freeholders,   of  the 
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Count!/  o/ Carmarthen,  tvhosc  Jinnies  arc  hereunto  sub- 
scribed. 

Wlien  tlie  inhabitants  of  your  Majesty's  Colonies  in 
America,  forgetful  of  the  allej;iance  they  owe  your  Majes- 
ty and  this  Country,  (from  whence  they  derive  their  orii^nn,) 
for  the  protection  and  nourishment  they  have  uniformly 
sought  and  eflectually  received  since  their  first  emigration 
from  this  their  Parent  Country,  are  in  a  state  of  open  re- 
bellion, denying  all  obedience  to  your  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  supreme  Legislature  of  this  Country: 

When,  comj)laining  of  infringement  of  their  chartered 
rights  by  the  Legislature  of  Great  Britain,  they  them- 
selves, in  open  violation  of  those  very  charters,  have  flis- 
solved  all  Government  and  lawful  authority,  and  assembling 
themselves  in  Congresses  and  Provincial  Meetings,  to  their 
Constitution  unknown,  have  encouraged  the  utmost  dis- 
loyalty and  rebellious  practices  in  your  Majesty's  subjects 
there,  and  by  the  most  severe  terrours  and  punishments  have 
prevented  the  lawful  Governours  and  odicers  of  justice 
from  exercising  the  duties  of  their  respective  stations: 

When  the  same  unlawful  Congress,  by  their  self-assumed 
authority,  with  a  view  to  the  destruction  of  the  commerce, 
credit,  power,  and  very  being  of  this  Country,  have  recom- 
mended and  been  able  to  enforce  non-exportation  and  non- 
importation agreements,  in  open  defiance  to  the  laws  of 
trade,  established  and  admitted  for  ages  between  Great 
Ihitain  and  the  Colonies  in  America,  and  by  long  experi- 
ence found  highly  advantageous  to  both  Countries: 

When  the  same  rebellious  assemblies,  by  specious  ad- 
dresses to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
other  parts  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions,  are  attempting  to 
seduce  your  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  from  their  duty  to  }our 
Majesty  and  their  Country,  and  to  give  countenance  and 
support  to  the  violent  and  unconstitutional  proceedings  now 
carrying  on  in  America: 

At  a  crisis  like  this,  perhaps  as  important  as  is  to  be 
found  in  the  British  annals,  we  think  we  owe  it  to  your 
Majesty,  of  whose  just,  mild,  and  gracious  Government  we 
have  the  fullest  experience,  we  owe  it  to  our  Country,  we 
owe  it  to  ourselves,  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
our  most  hearty  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  these  undu- 
tiful  and  traitorous  practices  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  in 
America,  and  of  assuring  your  Majesty,  that  we  are  ready 
and  willing  with  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  give  your  INIajes- 
ty  every  effectual  support  and  assistance  in  our  power,  for 
vindicating  the  rights  of  Great  Britain  against  all  its  open 
and  secret  enemies  whatsoever. 


our  present  Constitution,  at  the  hazard  of  our  lives,  and  at 
the  expense  of  our  fortunes. 

Dated  at  our  meeting  at  Bidcford.  in  the  said  County 
of  Devon,  the  twenty-fiist  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

B.  Wrey,  Colonel.  J.  Harris,  Litutenant. 

Georce  Buck,  IJeuien-     John  Dene,  Lieutenant. 
ant-Colonel.  Saml.  V^k^,  Lieutenant. 

.J.  Woi.LocoMBE,  Major.     W.  BituTON,  Lieutenant. 

.IiiiiN  Stafford,  Capt.        W.  Jans,  Lieutenant. 

L.  Wellington,  Cajit.       C.  Davie,  Lieutenant. 

Thos.  Hedges,  Captain.     Bourchier  Wrey,  Jl  n., 

J.  Partridge,  CajUain.  Lieutenant. 

George  Ley,  Captain.        Wm.   H.   Heywood,  En- 

J.   Meduon,    Captain-  sign. 

Lieutenant.  Peter  Bound,  Ensii^'u. 


new-jersey  congress  to  continental  congress. 

[Reiul  October  a:),  1775.] 
Ill  rroviiiciul  Congress,  Trenton,  October  Gl,  177,'). 

Sir:  Since  the  resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
for  raising  two  Battalions  in  this  Colony,  were  communi- 
cated to  us,  great  numbers  of  gentlemen  have  applied  for 
commissions  or  warrants  to  recruit ;  but  this  Congress,  '.x- 
pecting  hourly  to  hear  from  you  on  the  subject  of  ap|>()intlng 
the  Field-Otlicers,  have  as  yet  forbore  either  to  grant  com- 
missions or  issue  warrants,  and  therefore  are  very  anxious 
to  have  your  resolution  on  the  subject  of  our  letter  of  the 
i;3lh  instant. 

This  Congress  desire  me  to  assure  you,  that  from  ever\ 
apjiearance  the  Battalions  will  speeddy  be  completed,  11 
your  honourable  House  shall  tliiidi  proper  to  comply  with 
the  purport  of  our  letter  of  the  13th  instant. 

To  expedite  this  important  service,  I  am  directed  to 
request  the  favour  of  you.  Sir,  to  transmit  to  ns  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Continental  Congress,  by  the  bearer,  Thomas 
Potts,  Esq.,  one  of  our  members. 

By  order  of  the  Congress :      Your   most   humble   ser- 

'  Samuel  Tucker,  President. 

Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  If  the  Continental  Congress  have  yet  considered 
the  subject  of  our  letter  of  the  14tl)  instant,  we  likewise 
request  an  answer  thereto  by  Mr.  Potts. 


address    of  the   officers    of    the   DEVONSHIRE    .MILITIA. 

Address  of  the  Officers  of  the  Northern  Regiment  of  the 
Militia  of  Devonshire,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of  Rochford, 
one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  Stale,  and  pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Ercclleni  Majesty. 

The    humble   Address  of  the    OJficers  of  the  Northern 

Regiment  of  the  Devonshire  Militia. 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  the 
Officers  of  the  Northern  Regiment  of  the  Devonshire  Mili- 
tia, humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal  presence,  to 
assure  your  Majesty  of  our  unfeigned  duty  and  allegiance. 

With  sorrow  and  concern  we  saw  the  first  spaiks  of  dis- 
sension arise  between  Great  Britain  and  her  dcjiendant 
Colonies;  with  the  greatest,  with  the  utmost  detestation  and 
abhorrence,  we  now  not  only  see  these  sparks  break  out 
into  the  fiercest  flames  of  anarchy  and  rebellion,  but  to  our 
surprise  and  astonishment  we  behold  those  tlames  sup|illed 
with  fresh  fuel,  and  the  enkindled  blaze  fomented  by  many 
self-interested,  discontented,  and  ill-disposed  persons,  even 
in  tills  Kingdom,  who  justify  and  approve  the  daring  rebel- 
lious measures  of  the  Colonies  against  the  legislative 
authority  of  this  Country. 

At  this  alarming  crisis,  both  as  faithful  subjects,  and  as 
soldiers  most  firmly  attached  to  your  Majesty's  most  illus- 
trious family  and  the  happy  Constitution  of  our  Country,  we 
think  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  assure  our  most  gracious 
Sovereign,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  we  are  resolved 
and  ready,  as  far  as  the  laws  of  this  realm  will  admit, 
to  stanti  by  your  Majesty  against  all  rebellious  attempts 
whatsoever;  to  defend  your  sacred  person,  and  to  support 


militia   officers   of   WEST-KAR.MS     and    MANOR    OF     FORU- 
IIAM,   WESTCHESTER   COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 

West.Fiirms  and  Manor  of  Fordham,  in  the  Borough  of  ^ 
Westchester,  October  21,  1775.       < 

It  being  determined  by  a  Committee  of  the  County  ot 
ff'estchcster,  that  the  abovesald  places  should  be  one  dis- 
tinct Beat  or  District,  we,  the  subscribers,  being  appoint- 
ed a  Committee  of  Inspection  to  preside  at  the  election 
for  Officers  of  the  Militia  for  said  Beat,  do  most  humbly 
represent  to  the  honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for 
the  Province  of  New-York,  that  they  have  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  Officers,  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  the 
said  honourable  Provincial  Congress,  when  the  under- 
written persons  were  unanimously  chosen. 

CupVd'm,  Nicholas  Berrian:  First  Lieutenant,  Gilbtri 
Taylor;  Second  Lieutenant.  l?rt/u'c/ Dci^oe,  J un.;  Ensign. 
Benjamia  T^alentine.  rj,^^^^^^^  jj^,^,^^ 

Aeraha.m  Leggett. 


GENERAL   SCHUYLER  TO  THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 
Ticonderoj^ra,  Octob-r  21,  1775. 

Sir  :  At  four  o'clock,  this  afternoon,  I  had  the  honour  to 
receive  your  letter  of  the  l'2th  Instant.  I  should  have 
been  extremely  happy  if  Congress  had  been  in  sentiment 
with  me  on  the  necessity  of  a  delegation  from  that  re- 
spectable body  to  this  place — a  necessity  which  to  me  ap- 


pear 


s  to  be  absolute. 


A  General,  Sir,  who  commands  an  Army  in  which  disci- 
pline and  subordination  are  established  and  prevail,  and  every 
corps  of  which  considers  itself  under  his  immediate  com- 
mand, can  devote  the  greatest  proportion  of  his  time  unin- 
terruptedly to  weigh  every  measure  that  it  may  be  neces- 
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sary  for  liim  to  puisue,  in  ortier  to  conipleie  tlie  wishes  of 
liis  supuiiors.  L"iifoitunatel_v  for  nie,  1  liave  suidom,  very 
seldom  indeed,  had  half  an  hour  to  myself  in  any  period 
of  this  campaign.  Judge  of  my  silualion  at  tiiis  moment. 
General  booster's  Regiment,  detained  here  for  three  days 
1)V  violent  gales  and  heavy  rains,  are  now  in  doubt  whether 
they  will  proceed  to  the  Army  at  i)'l.  John's.  The  Gen- 
eral's Secretary  and  his  Chaplain  inlbrni  me,  that  many  of 
the  officers  and  most  of  the  men  apprehend  being  detained 
in  Canada  all  winter;  that  they  may  be  prevented  by  frost 
from  returning  ;  that  they  will  perish  with  cold  or  with 
sickness ;  that  if  the  Army  should  be  under  the  necessity 
of  retreating  from  Si.  .lohn's,  many  must  fall  a  sacrifice  to 
the  enemy,  as  there  will  not  be  boats  suliicient  to  bring 
them  avvay  (although  we  really  have  craft  sufficient  for  a 
thousand  more  than  the  Army  consists  of;)  that  none  but 
the  General,  his  Secretary  and  Chaplain,  have  any  inclina- 
tion to  proceed.  The  weather  is  now  clearing,  the  wind 
favourable,  and  I  wait  in  the  most  distressing  anxiety  for 
the  morrow  to  sec  the  event. 

1  shall  despatch  a  copy  of  }our  letter  to  General  jMoiil- 
gomcry,  for  him  to  execute  such  of  the  orders  it  contains 
as  relate  to  the  affairs  of  Canada,  &c.  I  am  happy  that 
Congress  has  so  just  a  sense  of  that  gentleman's  abilities 
and  zeal.  His  being  in  this  Army  has  been  the  source  of 
vast  consolation  to  me.  1  hope  his  health  will  be  con- 
tinued to  him,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  support  that 
variety  of  fatigue,  both  of  mind  and  body,  to  which  he  is 
every  moment  exposed. 

Were  it  po-sible  to  foresee  the  rosidt  of  our  operations 
at  .SV.  John's,  1  should  be  able  to  determine  if  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  build  any  vessels  of  war  on  Lake  ChampUdn  ; 
at  present  I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  do;  but  lest  any  detri- 
ment should  arise  to  the  jjublick  from  the  dilemma  I  am 
in,  if  it  is  the  intention  of  Congress  to  prepare  timber 
for  constructing  such  vessels,  without  wailing  the  event  of 
our  operations,  the  difference  of  time  it  will  take  in  my 
sending  to  New-York  for  carpenters,  or  Congress  sending 
there  on  receipt  of  this,  and  ordering  them  up,  cannot  be 
much  ;  ])crmit  me,  however,  to  observe,  that  all  that  can 
be  done  this  fall  will  be  to  hew  the  timber,  and  prepare 
roads  to  draw  it  out  in  winter,  so  that  the  shijuvrights  may 
begin  their  work  in  April.  1  say  this  is  all  that  can  be 
done,  for  no  i>lank  are  to  he  had  here;  and  if  there  was, 
winter  is  so  severe  in  this  latitude  that  no  building  can  be 
carried  on. 

If  the  ton  of  powder  mentionid  in  your  letter  should  be 
sent  here,  it  will  be  vastly  short  tjf  what  this  garrison  and 
Fort  (ieorrre  ought  to  have,  should  we  be;  lutfortunate  at 
iSt.  Johns;  should  we  succeed,  a  vastl\-  greater  (juajitity 
will  be  wanted  in  Canada. 

Congress  mentions  a  garrison  for  Crown  I'oint.  I  sup- 
pose i:iat  is  Ibunded  on  a  supi)osition  that  there  is  a  forti- 
fication at  that  place,  whereas  in  fact  there  is  none.  It  may 
be  possible  this  fall  to  enclose  the  barracks  with  a  picket  ; 
but  that  is  the  most  that  can  be  done,  and  very  much 
indeed  is  wanted  here  more  (uidess  Canada  should  be 
ours)  than  can  bo  at  any  rale  completed  this  campaign. 

Sunddi/,  Uctohcr  22d. — The  wind,  at  south,  is  so  violent 
that  no  boat  can  cross  from  this  to  Fart  George.  I  there- 
fore detain  the  express. 

One  o'clock. — General  IVooster's  Regiment  is  just  saih-d. 
They  are  gone  wilh  llie  greatest  reluctance,  'i'lie  Parson 
has  been  indefatigable  to  persuade  them  to  move.  They 
consist  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-live,  officers  included  ; 
ninety-eight  having  returned  home,  discharged  between 
AlbK'uj  and  Fort  George,  and  lifty-cjiie  sick  and  sham  sick 
are  kit  here. 

There  are  still  many  more  camion  hi're  that  can  ho 
mounted.  I  propose  sending  the  spare  oiu^s  to  Fort 
(leorge,  unless  Congress  should  disapprove  of  it. 

I  had  forgot  to  observe,  that  in  the  order  of  Congress, 
which  tliiecls  me  to  consult  with  my  |)rincipal  ollicers  as 
to  the  number  of  troops,  and  the  best  mijthod  of  procur- 
ing what  will  bo  necessary  for  the  defence  of  Canada, 
should  we  olilain  il,  niid  for  tlie  po-ts  of  Crown  I'oint  and 
Ticoniteroga,  iiuiIiuil;  is  -aid  of  the  pay  ;  whence  1  con- 
clude that  their  iult  i.lion  is,  that  it  should  remain  as  at 
present.  But  1  really  believe  that  many  olficers  will  refuse 
to  remain  in  the  service  on  account  of  tf.c  pay,  wdiich  is 
so  small  that  they  cannot  subsist  upon  it  like  gentlemen. 


October  2.^. — 1  beg  leave  to  remind  Congress  of  the 
necessity  of  an  immediate  attention  to  what  I  said  in  mine 
of  the  5tii  instant,  respecting  the  paying  of  the  troops,  at 
least  so  far  as  concerns  those  \vlio  are  willing  to  receive 
the  Continental  pay  here,  or  at  such  places  where  they 
may  be  discharged  or  re-enlist.  When  soldiers  find  that 
they  must  return  home  without  their  pay,  or  are  not  paid 
oft' when  asked  to  re-enlist,  fliey  will  seldom  re-enlist  in 
the  service,  for  the  suspicions  of  men  are  very  much  in 
])ro|)ortion  to  their  ignorance.  And  I  assure  you  that  many 
are  now  discharged,  naked  and  penniless,  who  may  have 
money  due  to  them,  and  which  1  would  readily  take  the 
trouble  to  pay  or  cause  to  be  i)aid,  if  1  could  ascertain 
what  was  their  due.  Some  who  are  discharged  are  now 
offering  their  wages  for  two-thirds  of  it. 

October  '26,  two  o'clock,  F.  M. — This  moment  an  ex- 
press arrived  from  General  Montgomery.  Copy  of  his  let- 
ter, and  the  papers  enclosed  in  it,  I  do  myself  the  honour 
to  transmit  you.  Although  1  lament  the  necessity  that 
has  drove  us  to  arms,  i  must  congratulate  you  on  this  suc- 
cess of  the  American  arms,  and  on  the  prospect  there  is 
of  more.  1  shall  send  the  prisoners  as  soon  as  they  arrive 
here  to  Albany,  the  men  from  thence  to  Connecticut,  and 
the  officers  either  to  that  Colony,  Xttv-Jcrsey,  or  Ftnnsyl- 
vania,  as  they  may  choose,  unless  I  should  receive  your 
orders  in  time  to  the  contrary.  ]  will  not  detain  the  ex- 
press a  moment,  and  therefore  shall  only  add  that  1  remain, 
witli  great  respect  and  esteem.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
liuM.ijIe  servant,  Philip  Sciii  vleu. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  E-q.,  S^c. 

P.  S.   I  also  send  the  colours  taken  at  Chambhj. 

GC.NEUAl.   MONTGOMt^RY   TO   nENKKAl.    SCHIYLER. 

Cunip  before  St.  John's,  October  20,  1775. 

Dk,\u  General:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you 
with  tlie  surrender  oiChnmbly  to  M&]or  Brown  and  Major 
Livingston,  which  last  headed  about  three  hundred  Cana- 
dians. We  had  not  above  fifty  of  our  troops.  Indeed  it 
svas  the  plan  of  the  Canadians,  who  carried  down  the  artil- 
lery past  the  Fortof  6V.  JoAn's,  in  balteaus.  I  send  you  the 
colours  of  the  Seventh  Regiment,  and  a  list  of  stores  taken. 
]Major  Brown  assures  me  we  have  gotten  six  tons  of  pow- 
der, which,  with  the  blessing  o(God,\\\\\  finish  our  business 
here.  Major  Brown  oflered  his  service  on  this  occasion  : 
upon  this  and  all  other  occasions  1  have  found  him  active 
and  intelligent. 

The  enemy's  schooner  is  sunk.  They  have  not  iieea 
very  anxious  to  save  her,  else  they  might  easily  have  pro- 
tracted her  fate.  I  must  now  think,  unless  some  unlucky 
accident  befalls  us,  we  shall  accomplish  our  business  here, 
as  1  shall  set  to  work  in  earnest  on  this  side  the  water. 
The  troops  in  high  spirits.  Colonel  liarner  has  had  a 
little  brush  with  a  party  from  Montreal.  The  enemy  re- 
tired with  the  loss  ol'live  prisoners  and  some  killed.  Some 
of  the  prisoners  (Canadians)  are  dangerous  enemies,  and 
must  be  taken  care  of — La  Mouchc,  one  of  them.  The 
Caaghnawagas  have  desired  one  hundred  men  from  us.  I 
have  complied  with  their  request,  and  am  glad  to  find  they 
]iut  so  much  confidence  in  us,  and  arc  so  much  afraid  of 
Mr.  Carleton;  not  that  I  think  they  had  any  thing  to  ap- 
|iielieiid  ;  he  has  too  much  business  on  his  liands  already 
to  wish  to  make  more  enemies. 

I  shall  endeavour,  by  means  of  the  C'AomWy  garrison,  to 
i)blain  lieller  treatment  I'ov  Allen  and  the  other  prisoners,  as 
well  Canadians  as  our  own  troops. 

1  shall  send  oil"  the  prisoners  as  soon  as  possible.  Their 
number  of  women  and  quantity  of  baggage  is  astonishing. 
Be  so  good  as  to  let  Captain  IVillet  return  with  his  com- 
pany immediately  if  it  can  he  done.  He  conducts  the 
prisoners. 

The  commanding  ofliccr  at  St.  John's  has  been  so  polite 
a--  to  let  nur  hatteaus  pass  to  the  head  of  the  rapids,  in 
order  Id  take  in  the  baggage  of  the  C/jrvmi/j/ garrison.  He 
behaved  \ery  genteelly  to  Lieutenant  Lockwood,  of  IVa- 
Icrbury's,  who  went  in  wilh  the  request  from  Major  iS'^o^- 
ford.  The  Major  is  a  man  of  family  in  Ireland.  But  one 
man  killed  since  my  last.  Let  us  have  rum,  my  dear 
General,  else  we  shall  never  be  able  to  go  ihrougli  our 
business. 

1   am   much  chagrined    at   your   relapse;   that  you  may 
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speedily  recover  your  health  is  the  ardent  wish  of  your 
sincere  and  aftectionate  humble  servant, 

rr      I-'  1    O   I        ;  RlCHAUD   jMoNTGOMKRY. 

10  (jeneral  Licfnti/lcr. 

P.  S.  Major  Brown  lias  brought  the  colours  of  the 
Seventh  Regiment,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to 
you.  Refore  Captain  Lamb's  Company  of  Artillery  ar- 
rived, 1  was  obliged  to  appoint  officers  and  men  to  that 
service.  They  are  still  necessary.  1  promised  to  use  my 
influence  for  an  addition  to  their  pay.  I  hope  the  Con- 
gress will  indulge  me  in  this  particular. 

Artidcs  proposed  for  His  ]\}aji:siy' a  Garrison  at  Chamhlij. 

Art.  1st.  The  garrison,  officers,  and  men,  not  to  be  made 
prisoners,  but  to  march  unmolested,  with  their  arms,  ac- 
coutrements, twenty-four  rounils  of  ammunition  each, 
drums  beating,  colours  flying,  and  provision  and  carts  suffi- 
cient to  pass  by  the  shortest  road  to  ISlontrcal,  or  any  other 
l)lace  in  the  Province  of  (^Mcicc/.',  at  the  option  of  the  Hon. 
Major  Stopford,  the  commanding  officer. 

Akt.  2d.  The  officers  and  men  to  be  allowed  their 
baggage. 

Akt.  3d.  The  men  not  to  be  decoyed  from  their  Regi- 
ment. 

Art.  4th.  Tlte  women  and  children  to  be  permitted  to 
go  with  the  Regiment,  and  their  efiects,  unmolested. 

Art.  5th.  The  ammunition  and  stores  of  all  kinds  re- 
maining in  the  garrison  to  be  given  up. 

Art.  6th.   Hostages   to  be  given  on  both  sides  for  the 

faithful   performance  of  the  above  articles,  and  then  to  be 

exchanged.  to  m  ■        r^L 

°  J.  Stopford,  Major  of  the 

Royal  Fnsilcers,  commanding  at  Fort  Chamldy. 

The  answer  to  the  Articles,  proposed  by  the  Honourable 
Major  Stopford,  agreeable  to  the  instructions  of  Brigadier- 
General  Montgomery,  commanding  the  Continental  P"'orces 
for  the  time  being,  is  this : 

Art.  1st.  The  garrison,  oflicers,  and  men,  to  surrender 
themselves  prisoners  of  war. 

Art.  2d.  In  case  the  garrison  surrender  prisoners  of 
war,  to  be  allowed  all  their  baggage,  agreeable  to  their 
desire. 

As  to  Art.  •3d,  it  never  was  the  intention  of  any  oflicer 
intrusted  with  the  command  of  a  party  now  besieging  your 
fort,  to  take  the  advantage  of  decoying  the  garrison,  after 
a  solemn  engagement  entered  into  by  both  parties,  and 
consequently  your  fears  on  that  head  must  be  groundless. 

Art.  4th.  The  women  and  children  shall  be  permitted 
to  go  with  the  rest  of  the  garrison,  and  take  their  effects, 
provided  the  garrison  surrender  themselves  prisoners  as 
aforesaid. 

Art.  5th.  The  ammunition  and  stores,  &c.,  of  all  kinds, 
to  be  delivered  up,  upon  the  faith  and  honour  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  garrison. 

Jno.  Brown,  Major,  &/•€.,  Commander  of  the 
Continental  Forces  before  Chambly. 

In  re|)!y  to  Major  Brown's  answer  to  the  Honourable 
Major  Stopford's  proposals  in  regard  to  the  surrender  of 
Von  Chambly : 

Major  Stopford  having  considered  Major  Brown  s  Arti- 
cles, agrees  to  the  same,  although  he  could  wish  the  first 
Article  might  have  been  as  he  proposed. 

Major  Stopford,  relying  in  every  article  to  Major  Brown's 
honour,  will   give  him  up  the   Fort  any  hour  to-morrow 

■'■       J.  Stopfort},  Major  of  the  Royal  Fusileers, 
commanding  the  Garrison  of  Chambly. 
Fort  Chambly,  October  18,  1775. 

A  List  of  Officers  taken  at  Chambly. 
Major  Stopford,  Captain  Price,  (sick  at  Chambly,)  Cap- 
tain Godwin,  Lieutenant   Hamar,  Lieutenant  Harrison, 
Lieutenant  Shettleworth,  Captain  Alye,  of  the  schooner, 
Commissary  McCuUough,  a  Surgeon. 

An  Account  of  Stores  taken  at  Chambly. 
Eighty  barrels  of  flour.     Eleven  barrels  of  rice.     Seven 
barrels  of  peas.     Six  firkins  of  butter.     One  hundred  and 


thirty-four  barrels  of  pork.  Seven  barrels  of  pork,  damaged. 
One  hundred  and  twenty-four  barrels  of  gunpowder.  Tiiree 
hundred  swivel  shot.  One  box  of  musket  shot.  Six 
thousand  five  himdred  and  sixty-four  musket  cartridges. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  stand  of  French  arms.  Three 
royal  mortars.  Sixty-one  shells.  Five  hundred  hand 
grenades.  Rigging  for  three  vessels  at  least. 
Royal  P^usileers,  83.     Accoutrements,  S3. 


(HiNKRAL  MONTCOMKRY   TO   MAJOR   STOPKORI). 

Camp  before  SI.  John's,  October  211,  177o. 

Sir:  I  have  information  from  different  quarters,  that 
Governour  Carlcton  treats  his  unfortunate  prisoners  with 
the  most  cruel  severity,  loading  them  with  irons,  and  that 
Colonel  Allen  himself  meets  with  the  same  indignity.  1 
should  have  thought  his  humanity,  as  well  as  his  prudence, 
would  have  dictated  other  measures. 

Should  the  Governour  avow  and  persevere  in  this  severity 
to  the  Canadians  and  other  Colonists  who  have  fallen  into 
his  hands,  I  must  appeal  to  your  own  candour  whether 
my  duty  to  the  troops  committed  to  my  charge,  does  not 
demand  retaliation.  Permit  me  to  assure  you,  Sir,  I  shall 
feel  the  most  painful  reluctance  on  this  tnelancholy  occa- 
sion. Let  me  therefore  request  that  you  will  despatch  a 
letter  to  the  Governour,  acquainting  him  with  your  situa- 
tion, and  representing  the  fttal  consequences  which  must 
attend  tlie  carrying  on  so  barbarous  a  war.  Yom-  drum- 
mer shall  have  a  passport,  and  I  shall  expect  his  return  on 
the  sixth  day,  at  furthest. 

Humanity  would  make  me  anxious  for  the  success  of 
this  negotiation,  were  it  a  contention  with  foreigners  :  but 
when  I  consider  that  my  countrymen  are  concernetl,  whose 
mistaken  principles  of  Government  or  erroneous  opinions 
of  duty  may  have  led  into  this  fatal  controversy,  I  feel  the 
most  ardent  solicitude  for  its  accomplishment. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  MoNTfaiMEiiv, 
Brigadier- General  of  the  Continental  Troops,  mul 
commanding  the  Auxiliary  Troops  in  Canada. 
To  .Major  Stopford. 

ST1'.PH1:N  MOYLAN  and  JOHN  glover  to  col.  JOSEPH  REED. 
Ikverly,  October  01,  1775. 

Deaii  Sir:  The  schooners,  commanded  by  Captains 
Broui(hton  and  Sclman,  sailed  this  morning.  As  they 
had  none  but  their  old  colours,  we  appointed  them  a  signal, 
that  they  may  know  eacli  other  by,  and  be  known  to  their 
liiends— the  ensign  uj)  to  the  main  toppinglift. 

You  will  please  to  order  the  crew  of  the  schooner  to  be 
manned  out  of  General  Sullivan's  Brigade  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  for  embarking  next  Thursday.  Tiie 
sooner  this  is  done  the  better,  as  they  may  prepare  what 
necessaries  they  may  have  occasion  for,  and  not  delay  in 
looking  out  for  them  here;  and,  as  the  Marblchtad  gentry 
will  go  home,  it  will  be  best  to  send  them  off  to-morrow, 
and  we  shall  stand  a  better  chance  of  being  able  to  collect, 
them  on  Thursday.  Indeed,  the  Captains  of  both  schoo- 
ners should  be  here  to  superintend  the  work. 

Mr.  Moylan  has  ordered  two  hundred  barrels  of  the  Hour 
that  was  at  Ipswich  to  this  place,  for  the  use  of  the  Navy; 
it  saves  some  miles  of  land  carriage,  that  at  Salem  being 
nearer  camp. 

Colonel  Glover  has  received  the  present  which  Captain 
Langdon  made  to  the  officers  on  board  the  schooner;  he 
thinks  it  very  genteel. 

Please  to  send  the  following  articles  immediately:  forty 
spears,  three  hundred  sorted  swivel-shot  and  some  match- 
rope,  two  signal  flags,  fifty  pounds  chocolate,  fifty  pounds 
cotFee,  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  sugar,  and  a  small 
firkin  of  butter. 

We  are,  with  great  regard,  Sir,  your  most  humble  ser- 
vants Stephen  Movlan.. 
JoiLv  Glover. 

JONA.     HALE    to    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY. 
Haverhill,  October  ai,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  from  Col. 
Morei/,  not  long  since,  a  commission  appointing  me  a  Se- 
cond Major  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  of  Militia,  by  ord-.  r 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &ic.,  OCTOBER,  1775. 


1136 


of  the  Pi-ov'incial  Congress,  uliich  I  esteem  as  an  honour 
done  me,  and  acknowledge  myself  obliged  to  that  honour- 
able body  for  the  favour;  but,  for  some  reasons  I  am  now 
to  troul^l'e  you  with,  I  must  beg  leave  to  resign  the  com- 
mission. 

In  the  month  o{  Men/,  when  the  Country  was  generally 
alarmed  at  the  coiiimenceinent  u(  hostilities  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Government,  we  had  a  meeting  held  in  this  place, 
of  Committees  from  several  Towns  belonging  to  our  Regi- 
ment, at  which  several  matters  of  consequence  were  deter- 
mined and  regulated;  among  the  rest,  a  choice  of  field-offi- 
cers for  this  Regiment,  in  which  the  people  in  general 
appeared  to  be  satisfied  and  to  rest  contented,  expecting 
the  same  appointments  might  be  confirmed  by  the  Provin- 
cial Congress. 

Mr.  James  Baylcy  was  then  chosen  the  Second  Major; 
hut  it  seems,  for  want  of  our  |)hm  being  communicated  at 
the  time,  he  was  dropped  in  llic  late  chnice  by  Congress, 
which  has  given  him,  and  some  others  in  our  Regiment, 
as  I  am  informed,  considerable  uneasiness,  and  endangers 
that  harmony  and  unanimity  which  we  would  wish  to  cul- 
tivate and  preserve  in  this  part  of  the  Country. 

Mr.  Baijky  was  a  soldier  in  the  last  war,  and  in  consi- 
derable service  on  the  western  frontiers;  where  he  untler- 
went  great  hazards  and  difficulties  for  his  Country,  and  to 
which  he  has,  in  these  perilous  times,  proved  himself  a 
good  friend,  having  been  very  active  in  every  measure  re- 
commended by  the  several  Congresses,  as  far  as  related  to 
us  in  this  quarter,  and  of  course  supposed  by  our  Commit- 
tee to  be  a  suitable  person  for  that  commission. 

I  am  therefore  willing,  in  order  to  keep  peace  among 
us,  to  give  up  my  commission;  not  from  any  disgust  my- 
self  on  the  contrary,  1  shall  be  ready  to  serve  my  Coun- 
try in  any  other  commission  or  employ  to  which  1  may 
hereafter  have  the  honour  to  be  chosen  ;  and  remain,  with 
all  due  respect,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
Jonathan  Hale. 
To  the  Honourable  Conmiittec  of  Safety  for  the  Province 

of  yciv-Uampshirc,  Eictcr. 


EAUL   OK    DAUTMOrrll   TO   M  A.IOIi-d  l:N  KHAl-    HOWK. 

Wlulfh;ill,  October  2-J,  1773. 

Sik:  You  will  have  seen,  by  the  extract  of  a  letter  from 
(iovcrnour  Mmiiii,  which  accompanied  iny  despatch  of 
tlie  \o{h  o(  Siplan/icr,  and  also  by  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  liord  flilliam  CamphtU,  transmitted  to  you  by  Mr. 
l'ou-nall,iUa[  there  were  many  circumstances  in  the  state, 
both  of  i\orth  and  Soulh-Cnrolina,  that  indicated  a  dispo- 
sition in  the  people,  more  particularly  in  those  settled  in 
the  interior  country,  to  resist  the  oppressive  acts  of  the 
Committees  in  the  Towns  upon  the  sea-coasts;  and  you 
will  have  observed  with  how  much  confidence  Governour 
Martin  sjicaks  of  the  practlcabilily  of  reducing,  with  a 
small  force,  the  Province  of  i\orlli-CaroIinn  to  obedience. 

The  small  ajiijcarances  begin  to  show  themselves  in 
(icorgla  and  in  Virii;inin,M\i\  Lord  Dtinmorc  even  makes 
himself  responsible  for  securing  the  ohcdiencc  of  the  latter 
of  those  Provinces,  with  the  a>-i-tanrc  only  of  two  or  three 
hundred  men. 

I  will  confess,  that  it  appeared  to  me,  at  the  first  view 
of  the  propositions  made  by  I.,ord  Danmore  and  Governour 
Martin,  that  they  were  too  sanguine  in  their  expectations; 
but  later  advices  confirm  what  they  re|)resenled  of  the  tem- 
per and  disposition  of  the  people,  and  there  is  good  ground 
to  believe  that  the  appearand?  of  a  respectable  foice  to  the 
southward,  under  the  cominanil  of  :in  alilc  and  discreet  ofti- 
cer,  will  have  the  ellect  to  roimv  cnlti-  and  Government 
in  those  four  Provinces. 

The  King,  whose  soliciiuiK;  for  pui>uiiiu  wiih  \igonr 
cverv  measure  that  tends  to  (■nf<\\  t\\r  |iii'-cut  (laiigcrous 
ivlu'lllon  in  the  Colonies   vxnW.  in   I  lis   .MnjcMy  ihe   most 


il.lr 


4'1" 


^   I' 


ih,  Tl 


thought  hi,  in  conscqiiriii-i'  ol  lln-i'  l;i\ 
ances  to  the  stjuthward,  to  hignif\  \\\<  M;i 
that  five  Kegimcnis  of  lnfinlr\  .'vi/,  :  ihr 
tv-Seventh,  Fiflv-Third,  Fifl\  -I'oui  ili,  ;in,l  l'"illv-Suvenlli. 
s'hoidd  ho  ofdei'ed  to  hold  l\]<■nl-r\^r.  m  rrad.n.-s  to  em- 
bark at  Cork,  on  or  before  the  1st  oUJiVcmljcr,  for  Ao;7A- 


Thesc   Recrimcnts  will 


two  Companies  of 


Artillery  from  hence,  who  will  take  with  them  ten  batta- 
lion guns,  and  as  many  howitzers  and  anuiseties  as  the 
number  of  artillery-men  serve,  and  also  ten  thousand  stand 
of  spare  arms;  and  the  whole  will  be  ordered  to  proceed, 
under  convoy  of  a  proper  naval  force,  to  Cape  Ftar  liiver, 
at  which  place  there  is  good  ground  to  hope  they  will  be 
immediately  joined  by  the  Highland  emigrants  settled  in 
that  neighbourhood,  whose  assistance  Governour  Martin 
says  we  may  depend  upon. 

It  is  the  King's  intention  that  this  body  of  troops  should, 
upon  their  arrival,  be  under  the  command  of  one  of  the 
General  Oilicers  who  are  now  with  you  ;  and  I  am  to  sig- 
nify to  you  His  Majesty's  pleasure  that  one  of  them  do 
inmiediately  proceed  in  a  ship  of  war  to  C'ojje  Fear  River, 
and  to  remain  on  board,  either  within  the  river  or  in  the 
offing,  as  shall  be  judged  most  proper,  until  the  arrival  of 
the  forces  from  Cork,  before  which  time  he  will  probably 
have  been  able  to  collect  such  information  and  materials 
as  may  enable  him  the  better  to  judge  of  the  plan  of  ope- 
rations to  be  pursued. 

In  the  consideration  of  a  measure  of  so  much  importance, 
every  circumstance  that  can  give  facility  and  security  to 
the  landing  of  the  forces  from  Ireland  will  deserve  atten- 
tion ;  and  it  will  certainly  be  proper,  that  two  or  three 
small  vessels,  furnished  with  able  pilots,  should  be  appoint- 
ed to  cruise  oft"  the  coast,  and  to  conduct  the  fleet  into 
Cape  Fear  River — a  caution  which  is  the  most  necessary, 
as  the  navigation  of  that  part  of  the  coast  oi  America  is 
difiicult  and  dangerous. 

1  have  already  mentioned  to  you  the  probability  that  the 
King's  troops  will,  upon  their  aiii\al,  be  joined  by  the 
Highland  emigrants  ;  but  our  expectations  on  this  head 
are  not  confined  to  that  description  of  people  only,  the  in- 
habitants of  four  or  five  of  the  back  Counties  have  shown 
the  same  disposition  ;  and  it  is  these  circumstances  which 
have  induced  the  resolution  of  sending  the  troojis  to  isorth- 
Carolina,  and  directing  them  to  repair  to  Cape  Fear  River, 
which,  from  its  vicinity  to  those  Counties,  as  well  as  from 
its  superior  advantages  as  a  port,  is  judged  by  the  King 
to  be  the  most  proper  place. 

At  the  same  time,  Ilis  Majesty  docs  not  intend  that  the 
General  should,  in  his  plan  of  operations,  be  confined  to 
any  ])articular  Province  ;  his  choice  of  situation  must,  in 
that  res|)ect,  be  governed  by  his  own  judgment.  After 
maturely  weighing  every  circumstance  of  greater  or  less 
advantage  and  facility  in  the  means  of  restoring  the  pub- 
lick  tranquillity,  and  re-establishing  the  authority  of  the 
King's  Government,  which  object  being  once  etfected  in 
any  one  of  the  Southern  Colonies,  the  troops  may  proceed 
to  another,  leaving  the  support  and  protection  of  that  which 
has  been  so  reduced  to  a  corps  formed  out  of  the  well 
affected  Provincials  who  shall  have  taken  up  arms  in  the 
King's  cause  ;  and  His  Majesty  is  not  without  hope  that, 
by  the  time  that  the  navigation  of  the  northern  coasts  of 
Sorth-Ainerica  becomes  practicable  in  the  spring,  the 
whole  of  this  corps  of  regular  troops  may,  upon  that  jilan, 
proceed  to  join  the  main  Army. 

In  the  consideration  of  the  means  of  effecting  these  im- 
portant services,  a  great  variety  of  objects  present  them- 
selves. A  landing  once  obtained,  and  the  troops  in  secure 
possession,  cither  of  the  cajiiial  or  any  of  the  Provinces,  or 
of  any  other  Town  in  which  the  Civil  Ciovernour  may  ex- 
ercise the  functions  of  his  ofllce  with  safety,  the  next  step 
will  be  to  require  that  all  Committees  of  Towns,  or  Con- 
gresses of  such  Committees,  and  the  unlawful  Associa- 
tions which  have  been  entered  into,  be  dissolved  ;  that  the 
Courts  of  Justice  throughout  the  Province  be  opened;  that 
all  persons  whatsoever  do  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  be- 
fore the  Judges  of  such  Courts;  and  that  those  who  have, 
h\  the  instigation  of  the  Committees,  taken  up  arms  against 
lawful  authority,  do  surrender  the  same,  and  make  such 
d(  ( huation  of  their  fiiture  obedience  as  the  Governour 
sliall,  with  the  advice  of  his  Council,  direct  and  require; 
ill  which  case  they  may  be  told  that  they  may  expect  to 
he  K.'coiiimriuled  as  objects  of  the  royal  mercy. 

if  the  inhahiiiints  of  the  Province,  or  any  part  of  them, 
refuse'  lo  cduiply  with  these  requisitions,  it  will  be  the  duty 
of  tlie  iuiiii's  General  to  employ  the  troojis  under  his  com- 
m  111(1  to  force  tlieiii  to  submission,  by  seizing  the  persons 
and  eli'octs  of  the  delin(]uents,  and  by  attacking  and  doing 
their  utmost  to  destroy  any  Towns  in  which  the   people 
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shall  assemble  in  arms,  hold  meetings  of  Commiitecs,  or 
Congresses,  or  prevent  the  Kini;'s  Courts  of  Justice  liom 
assembling. 

It  is  possible  that  the  people  may  be  rash  enough  to 
appear  in  the  open  field  against  the  King's  troo]).s,  and  to 
hazard  an  action  ;  but  should  that  be  the  case,  I  trust  the 
matter  will  soon  be  decided  to  the  advantage  of  Govern- 
ment. I  apprehend,  however,  that  they  will  not  hazard 
such  a  conHict;  nor  is  it  with  any  such  expectation,  that 
the  measure  of  sending  these  troops  has  been  adopted 
here,  but  principally  upon  the  encouragement  held  out  by 
the  King's  Governours,  that  if  such  respectable  force  was 
sent  as  might  make  it  safe  for  the  friends  of  Government 
to  show  themselves,  they  should  soon  prevail  over  those 
who,  having  found  means  of  getting  the  sword  into  their 
hands,  have  hitherto  been  able  to  ell'ect  their  rebellious 
purposes  without  control.  At  the  same  time,  therefore, 
that  the  Rebels  are  encouraged  to  hope  for  mercy  upon 
submission,  every  species  of  reward  must  be  ofiered  to 
those  who  have  not  yet  involved  themselves  in  that  guilt, 
and  shall  consent  to  list  under  the  royal  banner,  who,  be- 
sides an  allowance  of  the  same  pay  as  the  King's  troops 
receive,  so  long  as  they  continue  in  service,  may  be  en- 
couraged to  expect  a  remission  of  all  arrears  of  quit-rent 
due  to  the  Crown,  and  an  exemption  from  payment  of  any 
for  a  few  years  to  come. 

In  truth,  the  whole  success  of  the  measure  His  ftlajesty 
has  adopted  depends  so  much  ujion  a  considerable  number 
of  inhabitants  taking  up  arms  in  support  of  Government, 
that  nothing  that  can  have  a  tendency  to  promote  it  ought 
to  be  omitted.  I  hope  we  are  not  deceived  in  the  assu- 
rances that  have  been  given  ;  for  if  we  are,  and  there  should 
be  no  appearance  of  a  disposition  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Southern  Colonies  to  join  the  King's  Army,  I  fear  litlle 
more  will  be  eflected  ilian  the  gaining  possession  of  some 
respectable  post  to  the  southward,  where  the  officers  and 
servants  of  Government  may  find  protection,  and  from 
which  the  Rebels  may  be  annoyed  by  sudden  and  unex- 
pected attacks  of  their  Towns  upon  the  sea-coast,  during 
the  open  part  of  the  winter;  which  attacks,  however,  may 
Iw  made  very  distressing  to  them,  and  will  be  no  incon- 
siderable advantage. 

There  are,  indeed,  so  many  objects  of  ad\antagc  in  this 
expedition,  that  His  ftlajesty  is  unwilling  to  suppose  we 
can  fail  in  them  all,  or  that  wc  shall  not  be  able,  at  least, 
to  maintain  a  post  in  one  or  other  of  the  four  Provinces  in 
rebellion.  But,  supposing  the  worst  to  happen,  .SV.  Au- 
gustine, in  all  events,  offers  a  secure  retreat  to  the  troops, 
until  the  season  of  the  year  will  admit  of  their  joining  your 
Army. 

Having  fully  explained  to  yon  the  olijccts  of  the  intend- 
ed expedition,  I  have  ordy  to  add,  that  it  is  not  meant  that 
it  should  prevent  you  in  any  measure  of  the  like  nature, 
which  you  may  have  had  in  contemplation,  in  consequence 
of  my  former  despatches ;  on  the  contrary,  the  sending  a 
detachment  from  your  Army  to  any  of  the  four  Southern 
Provinces,  where  you  see  an  opening  for  effecting  any 
essential  service,  may  have  the  consequence  to  give  the 
greater  facility  and  advantage  to  the  present  enterprise  ; 
and  therefore  it  is  the  King's  wish  that  you  should  pursue 
that  measure,  if  it  can  be  effected  without  luejudice  to  your 
general  plan  of  operation  ;  of  which,  however,  you  must 
be  the  best  judge,  and  therefore  His  Majesty  leaves  it 
entirely  to  your  own  discretion. 

I  am,  he,  Daist.molth. 

To  IMajor-General  Howe. 


men  of  that  place  were  all  away,  and  none  but  Tories  and 
Negroes  remained  behind,  f'irginia  is  much  incensed,  and 
five  hundred  men  are  ordered  immediately  down  to  Norfol/r. 
I  expect  by  every  post  to  hear  of  the  demolition  of  that  in- 
famous nest  of  Tories. 

By  a  vessel  in  twenty  days  from  Quebcck,  which  I  be- 
lieve brings  us  later  intelligence  than  you  had  from  thence 
when  the  last  express  left  camp,  we  learn  that  the  Deputy- 
Governour  had  twelve  Companies  of  Camidiuns  in  training, 
and  that  they  were  generally  on  their  guard.  But  the  same 
account  says  the  Government  was  so  suspicious  of  the 
attachment  of  its  troops,  that  they  were  trusted  with  no 
more  than  four  rounds  of  cartridges.  This  still  gives  us 
some  hopes  of  success  on  that  quarter.  Before  this  reaches 
you  will  have  heard  of  Colonel  Alkn' s  \.m\y\c\<.y  and  unwise 
attempt  upon  Montreal,  nor  have  we  from  the  last  accounts 
much  prospect  of  success  fi-oni  St.  John's.  The  Ministe- 
rial dependance  on  Canada  is  so  great  that  no  object  can 
be  ol  greater  im])ortance  to  North-America  than  to  defeat 
them  there.  It  appears  to  me  that  wc  must  have  that 
Country  with  us  this  winter,  cost  what  it  will.  Colonel 
Stephen  writes  me  from  Fort  I'itt,  that  the  Indians  on  that 
quarter  come  slowly  in  to  the  Commissioners,  and  that  they 
evidently  appear  to  be  waiting  the  event  of  things  in  Can- 
ada, when  they  will  surely,  according  to  custom,  join  the 
strongest  side.  We  have  so  many  resources  for  powder, 
that  1  think  we  cannot  fail  of  getting  well  sujiplied  with 
that  most  necessary  article. 

Remember  me,  if  you  please,  to  General  Gates,  and  to 
all  my  acquaintances  with  you. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  sincerity,  dear  Sir,  your  af- 
fectionate and  obedient  servant, 

Rh.iiaud   Hi;m{V  Lee. 

P.  S.  Monday  morninq.  'Tis  with  infinite  concern  I 
inform  you  that  our  good  old  Speaker,  Peyton  Randolph, 
Esq.,  went  yesterday  to  dine  with  ]\Ir.  Harry  Hill,  was 
taken  during  the  course  of  dinner  with  the  dead  palsy,  and 
at  nine  o'clock  at  night  died  without  a  groan.  Thus  has 
American  Liberty  lost  a  powerful  advocate,  and  human 
nature  a  sincere  friend.  R.  H.  L. 


COI.ONEL  McD0Uf;ALL  TO  CIENERAL  SULLIVAN. 

Ncw.Yoi-k,  October  22,  ITTJ. 

Sin:  We  impatiently  wait  for  intelligence  from  St.  John's, 
and  have  not  had  any  from  thence  to  be  relied  on  since 
September,  nor  since  the  batteries  were  opened  against  it. 
The  I'ipcr,  sloop-of-war,  has  aped  the  piratical  conduct  of 
the  Ministerial  ships  to  the  eastward,  by  taking  several  of 
our  vessels,  inward  bound,  without  so  much  as  the  least 
colour  of  their  having  violated  any  of  tlie  acts  of  trade. 
Nothing  can  more  clearly  manifest  the  absurdity  and  injus- 
tice of  the  i)rcsent  measures  against  this  distressed  Country, 
than  the  violations  of  those  acts  which  they  contend  ought 
to  bind  the  Americans,  and  which  they  come  to  enfoicc 
against  them  by  every  artifice  their  wicked  hearts  can  sug- 
gest. Will  a  G'of/ of  justice  suffer  such  matchless  wicked- 
ness to  pass  with  im|umity  ?     Surely  he  will  not. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Richard  Ray,  of  this 
])lace,  whom  I  beg  leave  to  introduce  to  you.  He  goes  to 
the  eastward  to  see  the  cam|).  If  your  attention  to  the 
publick  service  will  permit  you  to  show  him  the  civilities 
due  to  a  gentleman  and  a  strangei-,  they  will  be  gratefully 
acknowledged  as  done  to.  Sir,  your  humble  servant. 

Alexander  I\IcDou(.all. 
Brigadier-General  John  Sullivan,  Cambridv:e. 


lUCHARl)    HENRV   LEE  TO   GENERAL    WASllLNOTON. 

riiilaadpliia,  October  23,  KT.'). 

Dear  Sin:  1  tliank  yon  for  your  obliging  favour  of  the 
loih,  and  I  assure  you  that  no  man  living  approves  the 
vigorous  measures  you  mention  more  than  myself.  Great 
bodies,  you  know,  move  slow  ;  and  it  is  as  sure  that  the 
most  ])alpable  and  glorious  events  may  be  delayed,  and  the 
best  causes  finally  lost,  by  slow,  timid,  and  indecisive  coun- 
sels. We  must  be  content,  however,  to  take  human  nature 
as  we  find  it,  and  endeavour  to  draw  good  out  of  evil.  You 
will  no  doubt  have  heard  of  the  disgraceful  conduct  of 
ISorfolk, in  suffering  Lord  Dunmore,\\\i\\  a  few  men,  to  take 
away  their  printing  press.     It  happened  when  the  good 
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general  .•hunt(.omery  to  governour  carleton. 

Camp  licfore  .St.  Jolin's,  October  22,  1775. 

Siu:  I  have  received  information  from  different  quarters 
that  the  prisoners  you  have  made  are  treated  with  cruel 
and  unnecessary  sevei'ity,  being  loaded  with  irons,  and  that 
Colonel  Allen  himself  meets  with  this  shocking  indignity. 
Your  character.  Sir,  induces  me  to  hope  I  am  ill  informed  : 
nevertheless,  tlie  duty  I  owe  the  troops  committed  to  my 
charge  lavs  me  under  the  necessity  of  acquainting  your 
Excellency  that  if  you  avow  this  conduct,  and  persist  in  it, 
I  shall,  though  with  the  most  painful  regret,  execute  with 
rigour  the  just  and  necessary  law  of  retaliation  upon  the 
garrison  of  Chambly,  now  in  my  possession,  and  upon  all 
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others  who  may  hereafter  fall  inio  my  haiiils.  I  must  be 
understood  to  stipulate  for  those  unfortunate  Canadians, 
your  prisoners,  who  have  thrown  themselves  into  the  arms 
of  the  United  Colonies  for  protection,  whose  enraged  coun- 
trymen have  with  diHiculty  been  restrained  from  acts  of 
violence  on  the  garrison  of  Chambly. 

I  shall  ex[)ect  your  Excellency's  answer  in  six  days; 
should  the  bearer  not  return  in  that  time,  I  must  interpret 
your  silence  into  a  declaration  of  a  barbarous  war.  I 
cannot  pass  this  opportunity  w'ithout  lamenting  the  me- 
lancholy and  fatal  necessity  which  obliges  the  firmest  friends 
of  the  Constitution  to  oppose  one  of  the  most  respectable 
officers  of  the  Crown. 

1  am,  Sii',  &.C.,  Richard  AIontoomkky. 

To  Governour  Carhton. 


AnURESS    OF  THE   Jl'STICI'.S,  KTf  .,  OK  T  H  H    IJBKHTY  OF  THE 
TOWEIi.   OF  LONDON. 

Address  of  the  Justices  assigned  to  keep  the  ])eace,  and 
of  the  Grand  Jury,  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Freeholders,  and 
princi|)al  Inhabitants  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Tower  oi Lon- 
don, and  Precincts  thereof,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by 
Robert  Fell,  David  Wilmoi,  John  Spillcr,  Thomas  Tryon 
Cotton,  and  Richard  RiUson,  Esquires,  and  the  Reverend 
Doctor  Jiayo. 

To  the  King's  I\Iosi  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Justices  assigned  to  keep  the 
peace,  arid  of  the  Grand  Jury,  (lentlemen.  Clergy,  Free- 
holders, and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Liberty  of  the 
Tower  o/ London,  and  Frecincts  thereof. 
Deeply  impressed  with  a  due  sense  of  the  blessings  we 
enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  mild  and  gracious  Government, 
we,  your  Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  subjects,  think  it  our 
indispensable  duty,  at  this  alarming  crisis,  to  declare  our 
abhorrence  of  the  unnatural  rebellion  in  America,  excited, 
encouraged,  and  supported  by  the  advice  and  assistance  of 
a  few  disappointed  seditious  persons  at  home. 

We  feel  exceedingly  for  the  distresses  of  our  deluded 
brethren,  and  lament  the  situation  into  which  their  own 
obstinacy  and  unjust  spirit  of  independency  have  brought 
them,  under  the  false  colour  of  op|)osing  the  right  of  Bri- 
tish Vd-ii.nlion;  attempting,  at  tlie  same  time,  to  captivate 
your  royal  mind  by  setting  up  charters,  granted  by  the 
Crown,  as  superiour  in  operation  and  cfiect  to  those  wise 
and  wholesome  laws  enacted  by  the  British  Legislature, 
for  the  good  of  all  your  Majesty's  subjects,  abroad  and  at 
home. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  respect  and  gratitude  we  observe 
your  Majesty,  instead  of  countenancing  arbitrary  Govern- 
ment, resting  the  valuable  privileges  of  Britons  on  their 
natural  and  proper  basis,  viz  :  King,  Lords,  and  Commons. 
May,  ihereforo,  that  period  soon  arrive,  when  the  leaders 
and  abetters  of  ibis  most  unnatural  rebellion  shall  be  brought 
to  shame  and  punishment,  and  due  subordination  and  re- 
spect be  paid  to  the  British  laws.  To  acconii)lish  which 
desirable  ends,  to  restore  peace  and  lia])piness,  and  to  pro- 
mote every  other  constitutional  jiurpose,  vvc  beg  leave  to 
assure  your  Majesty  that  we  will,  to  tiic  utmost  of  our 
power,  siipj)ort  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and 
maintain,  with  our  lives  and  jiroperties,  the  authority  of  the 
British  Ijcgislature  over  the  whole  Empire,  against  all  in- 
vatlers  of  our  glorious  Constitution. 


ADDiu-.ss  uF  Tin:  haimffs  and  citizens  of  the  city  of 

LITCHFIELD. 

Address  of  the  BaililTs  and  Citi/.ens  of  ilir  Cliv  n( Litch- 
field, transmitlrd  lo  the  K;ni  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  I  lis  i\ia- 
jesty's  principal  Socrcl;nirs  of  Slair,  and  prubcnled  to  His 
Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  K,crll,_nt  M.fsiii. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Jlaili/s  and  Citizens  of  the 
City  o/'LiTciiKiELi) : 
May  it  please  your  Majesty  to  permit  us,  your  dutiful 
subjects,  to  approach  your  sacred  person  with  hearts  filled 
wiih  loyalty,  gratitude,  and  ailection,  and  to  express  our 
grief  and  astonishment  that  any  of  your  Majesty's  Colonies, 
raised  and  protected  as  they  have  been,  and'enjoying,  in 
common  witli  all  your  Majesty's  British  subjects,"tbe  bless- 


ings resulting  from  that  most  excellent  form  of  Government 
established  in  these  Kingdoms,  and  from  your  Majesty's 
paternal  attention  to  the  welfare  of  all  your  subjects,  should 
sulier  themselves  to  be  intlamed  and  drawn  into  a  most 
causeless  and  unnatural  rebellion.  And  we  think  it  our 
duly,  as  friends  to  the  (-"onstitution,  to  assure  your  Majesty 
that  we  will  cheerfully  contribute  the  utmost  in  our  power 
in  support  of  such  measures  as  shall  be  found  necessary 
for  asserting  and  maintaining  the  supreme  legislative  autho- 
rity of  the  British  Parliament  through  your  Majesty's  Do- 
minions. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  at  the  Guildhall  of  the 
said  City,  the  ^.'id  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
177.J.  

ADDRESS    OF    THE     GENTLEMEN,   ETC.,  OF  THE     COUNTY   OF 
WORCESTER. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of 
the  County  of  ^orfe.s^cr,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Ed- 
u-ard  Foley,  Esq.,  one  of  their  Representatives  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eicellcnt  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Gentlemen,  Clergy ,  and  Freeholders  of  the  ( 'ounty  of  IVor- 
cester,  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  warmest 
fidelity  and  attachment.  We  are  sorry  to  observe  that  the 
present  season  is  a  crisis  vvhich  demands  an  open  and 
explicit  avowal  of  these  sentiments  from  every  loyal  and 
faithful  subject.  That  spirit  of  riot  and  disorder  which  has 
so  long  prevailed  amongst  many  of  your  Majesty's  subjects 
in  America,  has  at  length  terminated  in  rebellion,  and  we 
are  alarmed  lest  our  silence,  at  such  a  juncture,  should,  by 
a  misguided  and  infatuated  people,  be  considered  as  an 
approbation  of  their  proceedings.  We  have  beheld  their 
conduct  with  inilignation  and  abhorrence,  convinced  that  it 
is  founded  upon  the  worst  of  motives — an  hostile  and  de- 
termined o|iposition  to  the  legislative  authority  of  their 
parent  and  protecting  Country. 

The  supremacy  of  Great  Britain,  o\-er  all  its  depending 
parts,  is  a  necessary  anil  essential  doctrine  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  great  Empire  ;  and  as  the  executive  power  of 
the  Crown  can  never  bo  so  duly  and  properly  employed  as 
in  the  defence  of  the  laws  and  Constitution,  we  trust,  and 
humbly  hope,  that  your  Majesty  will  now  effectually  exert 
that  power  in  the  support  and  vindication  of  the  legislative 
rights  of  this  Country. 

We  assure  your  Majesty,  that  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
just  and  necessary  measure  we  shall  be  ready  to  afford  our 
best  assistance  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity;  convinced 
that,  by  so  doing,  we  shall  support  the  true  and  most  valu- 
able interests  of  commerce,  and  contribute  lo  the  perma- 
nent prospeiiiy  of  your  Majesty  and  this  Country. 

Worcester,  Octobor  2:i,  177.'>. 
ADDRESS  OF  THE  BISHOP  AND  CLERGY  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 

Address  of  the  Bishop  and  Clergy  of  the  Isle  and  Dio- 
cese o[  Alan,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  one  of  His 
Majesty's  ])rincipal  Secretaries  of  State,  ami  jiresented  to 
His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty: 

Permit,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  the  Bishop  and  Clergy 
of  the  Isle  and  Diocese  of  Man,  few  in  number,  inconsider- 
able in  intUicnce,  and  remote  in  situation,  but  in  duty  and 
affection  to  your  sacred  person,  your  family  and  Govern- 
ment, equal  to  those  of  any  Diocese  in  your  Majesty's  Do- 
minions, to  express  before  you  sentiments  which,  springing; 
warm  from  their  hearts,  their  coolest  and  most  deliberate 
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n  unimportance,  we  should  think 
it  pri'^uniption  lo  interrupt  your  ftlajesty  with  the  tender  of 
our  most  liunibk'  iluty,  did  not  the  circumstances  of  the 
times,  and  the  very  culpable  behaviour  of  some  of  our 
fellow-subjects,  seem  to  call  upon  all  persons,  of  all  ranks 
and  professions,  "  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  one  with 
another,"'  to  declare  their  abhorrence  of  the  daring  and  un- 
provoked rebellion,  begini  and  carried  on  in  several  of  your 
iMajcsly's  Colonies,  against  the  authority  of  the  whole  le- 
gislative power  of  Great  Britain. 
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We  profess  the  same  pas=iion  for  freedom,  the  same 
steady  adlierence  to  OLir  just  and  legal  rights,  which  is  pre- 
tended to  be  tlie  object  in  pursuit  by  tlie  advocates  for 
nominal  liberty  and  real  licentiousness;  but  we  know  not, 
nor  expect  any  true  liberty  except  under  the  guardianship 
of  the  laws  ;  and  we  know  not,  and  hope  never  to  know, 
any  other  guardians  of  the  laws  than  our  Sovereign  and 
Ins  two  Houses  of  Parliament. 

That  the  deluded  and  unthinking  many  are  (as  is  usual 
in  such  cases)  misled  and  deceived  by  the  designing  and 
ambitious  few,  we  are  fully  persuaded  ;  and  that  the  former 
may  have  their  eyes  opened,  their  errours  removed,  and 
(then)  their  faults  forgiven,  and  the  latter  be  brought  to 
speedy  repentance,  or  to  their  deserved  punishment,  we 
earnestly  pray. 

Our  prayers  and  our  hearts  are,  alas,  all  we  have  to  oflbr 
to  your  Majesty;  but  these,  because  sincere,  will  by  you. 
Sire,  not  be  disdained. 

May  the  present  disturbance  be  the  only  one  that  shall 
ever  disquiet  your  royal  and  benevolent  mind,  ftlay  it  be 
slioi't  as  the  transient  storm,  and  be  succeeded  by  an  un- 
ruffled calm,  a  long  and  glorious  sunshine.  May  all  your 
subjects,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  be  duly  sensible  of  the 
blessings  we  enjoy  under  your  just  and  gentle  rule  ;  and 
may  they  express  their  grateful  sense  of  those  blessings  by 
unfeigned  piety  towards  their  God,  and  undissembled  loy- 
alty to  their  King.  May  your  Majesty's  enemies  (who,  if 
your  subjects,  are  enemies  to  their  Country)  "be  clothed 
with  rebuke,  with  shame  and  dishonour;  but  upon  your 
own  royal  head,  and  on  those  of  your  posterity,  may  your 
crown  Hourish  till  all  human  empire  shall  be  no  more."' 

R.  SoDOK  &  Man; 

W.  Mylrea,  Archdcacov  ; 

J  A.  WiLKS,  Jlcar-Gencral  and  Rector  of  B(dlmLgh; 

.Jon.  MooRE,  T'icfir- General  and  Vicar  of  the  Arbory; 

Th.  Cubbon,  Official  and  Vicar  of  Kirk  Maughold; 

Philip  iMoore,  Rector  of  Kirk  Bride; 

Ev. Christian,  Ep. Reg. and  Vicar  of  Kirk  Patrick; 

Wm.  Clucas,  Domestick  Chaplain  to  Lord  Bishop; 

John  Christian,  Vicar  of  Kirk  Marown  ; 

Charles  Crebbin,  Vicar  of  St.  Anne's; 

Robert  Quavle,  Curate  of  Douglas  ; 

Tho.  \V.  J.  Woods,  Vicar  of  Kirk  Braddan; 

Thomas  Quayle,  Vicar  of  Kirk  Onchan; 

Samuel  Cell,  Vicar  of  Louan  ; 

Thos.  Casti.ky,  Chaplain  to  the  Guvcrnoiir  ; 
\n  the  name  of  tliemsehes  and   the  rest  of  the  Clergy 
of  tiie  Uiocese. 

PolU-Towii,  Isk'  of  Man,  October  2^,  177.'.. 


ADDRESS     OF     THE     HOUSE     OF     KEYS,    REPRESENTING    THE 
isle   OF  MAN. 

Address  of  the  Mouse  of  Keys,  representing  the  Isle  of 
Man,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  o\'  Sulfolk,  one  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  presented  to  His 
Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  subjects,  tlie  House  of 
Keys,  representing  the  Isle  o(  31an,  humbly  beg  leave  to 
approach  your  Majesty's  throne  with  this  our  dutilul  Ad- 
dress, sensible  of  the  blessings  we  enjoy  under  your  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  We  are  desirous  to  express  our  loy- 
alty and  affection  to  your  Majesty's  person,  and  our  utter 
detestation  of  all  traitorous  conspiracies  and  rebellion,  and 
especially  at  this  critical  juncture,  when  an  unnatural  re- 
bellion has  been  raised  in  some  of  your  Majesty's  Colo- 
nies, and  encouiaged  and  abetted  by  wicked  and  designing 
men. 

We  not  only  lament  the  delusion  of  those  unhappy  peo- 
ple, but  think  it  our  duty,  as  loyal  subjects  and  well-wishers 
to  our  happy  Constitution,  openly  to  declare  our  abhor- 
rence of  such  misdoings. 

We  trust  in  your  Majesty's  wisdom,  that  every  means 
will  be  used  to  bring  them  to  a  proper  sense  of  the  allegi- 
ance which  they  owe  to  your  Majesty,  and  the  power  which 
has  protected  and  preserved  them  ;  and  we  are  confident 
your  Majesty  will  exert  that  power  with  lenity.  And  we 
most  fervently  pray  that  Divine  Providence  may  so  prosper 


your  Majesty's  benevolent  intentions,  that  your  mistaken 
and  deluded  subjects  in  America  may  see  their  errours,  and 
become  once  more  happily  united  under  your  Majesty's 
constitutional  Government ;  and  that  the  blessings  derived 
to  us  from  your  Majesty's  august  family  may  continue,  and 
be  handed  down  to  our  latest  posterity. 

Dated  at  our  House  in  Castletown,  the  2'3d  day  of  Oc- 
ber,  177-5.    ,,  ,,  ,  ,, 

UEORGF,    MoORE,  JoHN   C /l':SAR, 

.John  Taubman,  Hugh  Cos.nahan, 

William  Murray,  William  Cubbon, 

John  Trissell,  William  Callow, 

Philip  Moore,  Will.  Qualtrough, 

Thomas  Far(;her,  Thomas  Gawne, 

Mat.  Christian,  WilliamIChristian, 

William  Callow,  Philip  Moore, 

Thomas  Radcliffe,  John  Stevenson, 

Sam.  Wattleworth,  James  Oates, 

William  Quayle,  Thomas  Christian. 
Jill  hard  Tyldesley, 


Touei-  of  London,  Oc-toljcr  23,  177r). 

This  morning,  between  nine  and  ten,  Mr.  Stavehj,  of 
Half  Moon  Street,  Piccadilly,  and  Mr.  Mann,  of  Queen 
Anne  Street,  IVestminster,  (both  King's  Messengers,)  at- 
tended by  a  Constable,  repaired  to  the  house  of  Stephen 
Sayre,  Esq.,  in  Oxford  Street.  As  an  excuse  to  obtain 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Sayre,  they  said  that  a  forged  draft, 
for  two  bundled  Pounds,  had  been  issued  by  the  bank  of 
which  Mr.  Sayre  is  a  proprietor.  Mr.  Sayre  appeared, 
anti  they  acquainted  him  that  "  they  had  an  order,  signed 
by  Lord  Rochford,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  to  take 
him  into  custody,  on  a  charge  of  high  treason  ;  and  to  search 
for,  seize,  and  carry  with  them,  such  of  his  papers  as  they 
might  deem  effectual  for  their  purpose." 

Mr.  Sayre  heard  the  summons  with  composure,  and 
obeyed.  Conscious  of  his  innocence,  he  smiled  at  the 
lieinousness  of  the  charge  ;  and,  in  a  perfect  reliance  on  his 
own  integrity,  he  permitted  them  to  examine  and  to  take 
such  papers  as  they  thought  projier. 

Mr.  Sayre  expressed  his  readiness  to  accompany  them 
to  Lord  Rochford's  house,  having  previously  despatched  a 
servant  to  Mr.  Reynolds,  requiring  his  attendance  with  the 
utmost  expedition.  The  King's  Messengers  conducted 
Mr.  Sayre  to  Lord  Rochford,  who  had  Sir  John  Ficldimr 
with  him. 

An  information  from  one  Richardson,  an  Adjutant  of  the 
Guards,  was  read.  The  charge  contained  in  this  informa- 
tion was  to  the  following  purport : 

"  That  Stephen  Sayre,  Esq.,  had  expressed  to  him,  the 
said  Richardson,  an  intention  of  seizing  the  King's  person, 
as  His  Majesty  went,  on  Thursday,  to  the  Parliament 
House  ;  also,  an  intention  of  taking  possession  of  the  Tower, 
and  of  overturning  the  present  Government." 

After  this  information  had  been  read,  Mr.  Sayre  replied, 
that,  in  the  course  of  conversation  with  Mr.  Richardson,  he 
had  expressed  himself  very  freely  concerning  the  unhappy 
and  destructive  contest  now  depending  in  America,  iLc, 
Sic,  and  that  he  concluded  this  conversation  by  saying,  he 
feared  there  was  not  spirit  enough  in  this  Country  to  bring 
about  a  total  change  of  men  and  measures;  but  that  as  to 
any  plan  or  intention  about  seizing  the  person  of  the  King, 
or  any  expression  which  could  be  construed  into  such  in- 
tention, ho  totally  and  utterly  denied. 

Mr.  Sayre  then  begged  his  Lordship's  leave  to  make  an 
observation  or  two  upon  the  matter.  He  observed,  that 
had  there  been  any  such  plan  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Richardson  should,  if  in  his  senses,  have  concealed  his 
resolution  of  divulging  it,  until  some  further  steps  were 
taken  ;  that  by  a  little  delay,  Mr.  Richardson,  in  case  the 
design  had  been  real,  must  have  been  furnished  with  a 
thousand  corroborating  circumstances.  But,  says  Mr. 
Sin/re,  I  perceive  there  is  a  dangerous  disposition,  which 
gives  high  encouragement  to  informers,  and  marks  Govern- 
ment as  unfavourable  to  liberty,  whether  their  information 
proves  well  grounded  or  not. 

His  Lordship  very  fairly  acquiesced  in  those  sentiment?, 
and  made  a  very  handsome  apology  that  he  should  be  im- 
der  a  necessity  of  giving  attention  to  the  business. 

Mr.  Sayre  was  about  to  enter  more  largely  into  the 
futility  of  the  charge,  when   it  was   announced  to  Lord 
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Rochford  and  ilie  Justice,  -'lliat  .Mr.  licynohls  demanded 
immediate  admittance  to  his  client."  Several  messages 
passed,  but  that  which  could  not  be  denied  as  a  matter  of 
right,  was  granted  as  a  matter  of  favour.  Mr.  lieynohls 
was  admitted,  and  having  been  introduced  to  Lord  lioch- 
fonJ  and  Sir  John  Fiddiii'j^,  the  latter  put  the  following 
(juestion  to  Mr.  Reynolds : 

"  Is  it  Mr.  Suyrc's  desire  that  you  should  attend  in  his 
behalf?" 

Mr.  Reynolds  replied  in  the  aflinnative.  Sir^o/irt  Fidd- 
ing  said,  "  that  this  was  not  true."  Mr.  Reynolds  replied, 
"that  Sir  John  Fielding,  as  a  Magistrate,  might  say  that 
which,  as  a  gentleman,  he  could  not  justify."  The  Knight 
then  desired  that  it  might  be  asked  of  i\Ir.  Sayre,  "Whe- 
ther he  had  sent  for  Mr.  Reynolds.''  j\lr.  Sayre  replied, 
"he  had  sent  for  him,  without  mentioning  the  jihice  where 
he  was  to  attend." 

These  dis|)utes  being  adjusted,  it  was  agreed  that  Mr. 
Reynolds  might  attend  the  private  examination  of  his  friend. 
The  first  ad\ice  Mr.  Reynolds  gave  to  Mr.  Snyrc  was, 
"  that  he  should  not  answer  any  interrogatories  which  Lord 
Rochford  or  Sir  John  Fielding  might  propound,  and  that 
he  should  not  sign  any  paper." 

The  information  which  contained  the  charge  was  a  se- 
cond time  read,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Sayre,  who  smiled 
at  the  recital,  (Mr.  Reynolds  joining  in  the  laugh,)  and 
said,  "  that  the  whole  was  too  ridiculous  to  be  seriously 
attended  to."  An  altercation  then  ensued  between  Mr. 
Reynolds  and  Adjutant  Ric/uirdson,  the  informer.  Lord 
Rochford  and  Sir  John  Fielding  were  requested  by  the 
informer  to  silence  Mr.  Reynolds.  He  saved  them  the 
trouble,  by  observing,  "that  he  should  always  pay  a  proper 
deference  to  authority,  but  whatever  he  had  there  said  of 
the  informer  he  would  repeat  in  any  other  place  whatever." 

Mr.  Reynolds  then  told  Lord  Rochford,  "  that  if,  after 
consulting  the  great  law  oflicers  of  Stale,  (which  his 
Lordship  would  do  of  course,)  as  the  information  did  not 
amomit  to  a  direct  charge  against  Air.  Sayre,  his  Lordship 
should  think  himself  warranted  to  receive  bail,  ample  anil 
suliicient  bail  should  be  given ;  but  if  it  was  thought 
warrantable  to  commit,  he  scorned  to  ask  a  favour  for  his 
client." 

Mr.  Siiyrc  was  oidered  into  an  adjacent  apartment,  and 
he  was  soon  alterwards  conunilted  a  close  prisoner  to  the 
Tower. 

The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  warrant  of  commit- 
ment. 
"  W  iLt.iAJi  Henry,  Fori  of  RoctiFORn,  one  of  the  Lords 

of  His  Majesty's  Most  IJonoiiral/le  Frivy  Council,  and 

principal  Secretary  of  State  : 

"These  arc,  in  His  Majesty's  name,  to  authorize  and 
require  you  to  receive  into  your  custody  the  i)ody  of  Ste- 
phen Sayre,  Esq.,  herewith  sent  you,  being  charged  upon 
oath  before  me,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries 
of  State,  with  treasonable  practices,  and  to  keep  him  in 
close  custody,  imtil  he  shall  be  delivered  by  due  course  of 
law  ;  and  for  so  doing,  this  shall  be  your  warrant. 

"Given  at  St.  James's,  on  the  23d  day  of  October, 
1775,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign. 

"  ROLIIKORD. 

" 'I'o    ihe    K;iil    Cornirallis,   (.'onstalile   of   His    Majesty's 

Tower   ol    London,   or  to   the    Licuteiunit   of  the   said 

Tower,  or   his  Deputy." 

The  inf)nnation  against  Mr.  S<njrc  must  strike  every 
sensible  mind  as  impossible  to  be  true.  A  private  indi- 
vidual was  to  seize  the  King's  person  on  that  very  day 
when  His  Majesty  is  most  securely  guarded.  This  private 
person,  having  so  seized  the  King,  was  to  have  secm-ed  His 
Majesty  a  close  prisoner  in  the  Tower;  the  guards  were 
to  be  bribed  into  acquiescence,  &:c. 

After  Mr.  Sayre  was  conunilted  to  the  Tower,  he  sent 
the  following  letter  to  the  Sccrelary  of  State  : 
"  Mr.  Sayre  to  Lord  Rochford  : 

"My  Loud:  I  find,  upon  reading  the  warrant  of  com- 
mitment, that  tlie  commanding  ofticer  here  cannot  permit 
n)y  friends  to  visit  me,  unless  by  express  orders  from  your 
Lordship.  If  it  is  in  your  Lordship's  power,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  you  will  readily  grant  me  that  indulgence. 

"  I  am,  Sec. 

■•Towor,  :i  o'clock,  Octcbcr  'i:),  I77.V' 


In  consequence  of  which,  Mrs.  Sayre  only  was  permit- 
ted to  visit  liim.  Lord  Effingham,  Mr.  Eilmund  Burke, 
the  Lord  Mayor,  Mr.  Ellis,  iic,  inc.,  were  refused. 

October  2S,  177,5. 

A  writ  of  habeas  corpus  having  been  granted  for  the 
puri)0se  of  bringing  Mr.  Sayre  before  a  Judge,  in  order 
that  the  informality  of  the  warrant  whereby  he  was  com- 
mitted might  be  argued,  and  that  bail  in  consequence  might 
be  tendered  for  his  enlargement,  the  writ  being  made  re- 
turnable before  Lord  Mansfield,  Mr.  Sayre  was  this  day 
conducted  to  his  Lotdship's  house,  in  Bloomsbury  Square. 
Mr.  Sayre  was  attended  by  several  counsel,  together  with 
I\Ir.  Reynolds,  his  Solicitor.  Mr.  White,  the  Solicitor  in 
behalf  of  the  Crown,  was  also  present.  The  counsel  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Sayre  rested  their  plea  "  on  the  extreme 
impropriety  of  connnitting  a  prisoner  to  close  confinement 
by  virtue  of  a  warrant  which  conveyed  no  specifick  charge 
whatever."  A  tender  of  bail  was  then  made,  and  Lord 
Mansfield,  after  insjiecting  the  warrant,  declared,  "  that 
not  a  doubt  remained  on  bis  mind  but  that  Mr.  Sayre 
was  clearly  entitled  to  be  bailed.  The  charge,"  Lord 
Mansfield  said,  "admitting  it  to  be  true,  amounted  only  to 
a  misdemeanor.  Had,  therefore,  Mr.  Sayre  been  brought 
up  unattended  by  counsel,  his  Lordship  declared  he  should 
instantly  have  admitted  him  to  bail  ;  and  if  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  should  be  moved,  on  the  first  day  of  the  en- 
suing term,  Lord  Mansfield  intimated,  that,  for  his  part, 
he  should  have  no  scruple  to  discharge  Mr.  Sayre  on  his 
own  recognizance." 

Mr.  Sayre  said,  "1  thank  your  Lordship  for  granting 
me  this  ready  admission  to  bail,  and  for  your  politeness  on 
this  occasion  ;  and  your  Lordship  must  think  with  plea- 
sure, as  I  do,  on  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  in  providing 
this  barrier  against  despotism."  Lord  Mansfield:  "True, 
Mr.  Sayre,  but  law  is  the  barrier  against  both  extremes, 
and  to  live  within  it,  is  the  only  way  for  us  all  to  be  secure 
and  free." 

Bail  was  then  tendered  and  accepted.  Mr.  Sayre  was 
bound  in  five  bundled  Pounds ;  Messrs.  Reynolds  and 
Coote  Pardon  in  two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  each. 


(  iit;.-Ti;R  couxrv  (Pennsylvania)  committi;k. 

Monday,  October  23,  177.'>. 

Pursuant  to  publiek  notice  given,  the  Committee  met 
at  the  house  of  David  Coicpland,  in  the  Borough  of  Ches- 
ter.     Present  : 

Anthony  Wayne,  James  Moore,  Evan  Evans,  and  Fran- 
cis Johnston,  Esqs. ;  John  Hart,  Richard  Thomas,  John 
Richardson,  Pcrsifor  Frazer,  William  Adams,  Henry 
Hayes,  Isaac  Lloyd,  Benjamin  Brannon,  Peter  Hartman, 
Samuel  Ciilbertson,  William  Evans,  David  Simson,  .John 
Fullton,  Andrew  Boyd,  Jona.  Vernon,  Paul  ]\lcKniv;ht, 
Samuel  Cunningham,  Samuel  Tremble,  Frederick  Fair- 
lamb,  Thomas  Levis,  Caleb  Davis,  William  Montgomery, 
James  Dunicoody,  I'atrick  Anderson,  George  Pierce, 
Joseph  McKinley,  Dr.  Samuel  Kennedy,  Thomas  Smith, 
and  Lewis  Gronow. 

Anthony  Jl'ayne,  Esquire,  was  elected  Chairman,  and 
Francis  Johnston,  Escpiirc,  Secretary. 

Eitract  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Congress. 

1st.  "Such  as  are  venders  of  Goods  or  Merchandise 
will  not  take  advantage  of  the  scarcity  of  Goods  that  may 
be  occasioned  by  this  Association,  but  will  sell  the  same 
at  the  rates  we  have  been  respectively  accustomed  to  do 
for  twelve  months  last  past ;  and  if  any  venilcr  of  Goods 
or  Merchandise  shall  sell  any  such  Goods  on  higher  terms, 
or  shall  in  any  manner,  or  by  any  device  whatsoever,  vio- 
late or  depart  fiom  this  agreement,  no  person  ought,  nor 
will  any  of  us  deal  with  any  such  person,  or  his  or  her  fac- 
tor or  agent,  at  any  time  thereafter,  for  any  commodity 
whatever."' 

For  the  more  efl'ectual  carrying  into  execution  the  fore- 
going Resolve : 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  come  to  the  knowledLce  of 
any  Member  of  this  Committee  that  any  Retailer  of  Goods 
in  this  County  demands  or  takes  any  higher  rale  for  the 
same  than  alloweil  of  by  the  Continental  Congress,  such 
Member  shall  require  of  him  or  her  so  ofi'ending  a  true 
copy  of  the  original   Invoices  of  said  Goods,  ami  shall  lay 
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the  same  before  this  Committee  at  their  next  meeting,  in 
order  that  such  Retailer,  and  the  Merchant  from  whom  he 
purchased,  may  be  dealt  with  as  the  case  may  requiie. 

■2d.  On  motion,  Ordered,  That  each  Member  of  tliis 
Committee  do  immediately  make  return  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  quantity  of  Powder  which  he  already  has  or  may 
collect  within  his  District,  toijether  with  the  price  and  the 
name  of  the  owner  thereof,  that  the  same  may  be  jiaid  for. 

3d.  On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Anthonij  H'(iync,  Fran- 
cis Johnston,  and  Klisha  Price,  Esqs. ;  Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Knowles,  Mr.  Lloijd,  and  Mr.  Brannon,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  appointed  a  Connnittee  of  Correspondence  for 
this  County. 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes.  By  order  of  the  Commit- 
tee:  Fii-VNCis  Johnston,  Sicrctanj. 


COXCr.SSION   OF    ROBEIiT   FERCUSON. 

Whereas  I,  Robert  Ferguson,  of  the  Borough  of  ( 'hcs- 
tcr,  have  violated  the  Continental  Association,  by  taking 
an  unusual  and  exorbitant  price  for  some  of  my  goods,  and 
being  conscious  of  my  errour,  do  hereby  solemnly  jiromise 
in  future  to  be  governed  by  said  Association  in  all  my  mer- 
cantile dealings.  As  witness  my  hand,  this  :21tii  ol  Octo- 
ber, 1775. 


RoBF^HT  Er.KGUSON. 


GE.N'ERAI.  CUEENE   TO  GOVERNOUR   WARD. 

Prospect-Hill,  October  23,  HTri. 
An  express  arrived  from  CascoBay  last  evening,  bring- 
ing an  account  that  the  enemy  had  been  firing  a  da)' or  two 
upon  Falmouth.  What  has  been  the  consequence  we  have 
not  heard.  The  enemy  had  orders  to  burn  Falmouth  and 
Portsmouth,  unless  the  inhabitants  would  deliver  up  their 
arms,  and  give  hostages  for  their  future  good  behaviour. 
Truly,  "their  tender  mercies  are  cruelties!"  Will  not  this 
brutal  conduct  rouse  a  spirit  of  indignation  throughout 
America  !  Such  a  shocking  scene  as  was  exhibited  at 
Bristol,  you  cannot  conceive  of.  The  people  of  JSkii'port 
are  all  moving  into  the  country.  The  night  after  Wallace 
returned  from  Bristol,  ihe  confusion  in  Newport  was  nearly 
equal  to  what  it  was  there.  Captain  fVallace  has  made 
the  inhabitants  the  following  proposition:  "  If  they  will 
supply  his  vessels  with  fresh  provisions,  beer,  &c.,  and 
remove  the  troops  from  the  island,  lie  will  spare  the  Town ; 
but  if  they  do  not  comply  with  these  conditions,  he  has 
positive  orders  to  lay  it  in  ashes,  which  he  is  determined 
to  execute."  What  will  be  the  event,  God  only  knows. 
There  is  a  Committee  from  Nciqiort  down  here,  to  see 
Governour  Cooke,  to  get  an  order  for  the  removal  of  the 
troops,  and  liberty  to  furnish  the  ships  with  fresh  ]n-ovi- 
slons.  The  matter  w-as  laid  before  the  Continental  Com- 
mittee, who  advised  furnishing  the  ships  with  fresh  provi- 
sions, but  not  to  remove  the  troops  off  the  island;  which, 
I  suppose,  W'ill  take  place.  But  there  appears  a  strange 
hobble  in  our  gait.  Here,  we  are  at  loggerheads;  in  other 
places,  only  sparring;  and  others,  again,  are  in  perfect 
tranquillity:  heie,  we  aie  cutting  them  off  from  fresh  pro- 
visions, and  removing  the  stock  from  the  island,  which 
iunounts  to  a  perfect  depopulation,  while  nt  New-i'ork, 
Philadelphia,  and  many  other  parts  of  America,  their 
ships  are  supplied  with  every  thing  they  stand  in  need  of, 
null  live  in  the  midst  of  peace  and  plenty.  If  we  are  to  be 
eonsideied  as  one  people,  and  they  as  the  common  enemy, 
upon  what  principles  are  they  so  dilFerently  treated  in  dif- 
ferent Governments?  Oh,  could  the  Congress  behokl  the 
distresses  and  wretched  condition  of  the  poor  inhabitants, 
driven  from  the  sea-port  Towns,  it  must,  it  would  kindle  a 
blaze  of  indignation  against  the  commissioned  pirates  and 
licensed  robbers.  They  would  not  be  permitted  to  find 
rest  or  an  abiding  place  in  America.  The  fue  of  King- 
doms depends  upon  the  just  improvement  of  critical  min- 
utes. Suffer  not  the  noble  ardour  to  slacken  for  want  of 
action,  nor  smother  the  generous  flame  for  want  of  fuel. 
The  temper  and  feeling  of  men  can  be  wrought  up  to 
a  certain  |iitch,  and  then,  like  all  transitory  things,  they 
sicken  and  subside.  This  is  the  time  for  a  wise  legislator 
to  avail  himself  of  the  advantage  which  the  favourable  dis- 
j)0?ition  of  the  people  gives  him  to  execute  whatever  sound 
policy  dictates.     It  is  not  in  the  [irovince  of  mortals  to 


reiluce  human  events  in  politicks  to  a  certainty.  It  is  oui 
duty  to  provide  the  means  to  obtain  our  ends,  and  leave 
the  event  to  Him  who  is  the  all  wise  governoia-  anti  dis- 
poser of  the  universe. 

The  state  of  Rhode-Island ,  from  its  situation,  must  suffer 
amazingly.  The  stock,  which  lies  exposed  to  the  enemy's 
ravages,  would  be  a  plentiful  supply  for  their  troops  in 
Boston.  An  object  so  considerable  will  not  escape  their 
attention.  Without  doubt  they  will  atlemjit  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  advantage.  The  situation  of  the  island  afibrds 
the  means,  and  the  attenqit  must  be  successful,  unless 
some  provision  be  made  to  frusliate  their  measures.  As 
their  defeat  is  a  general  benefit,  it  is  but  just  that  it  should 
come  within  the  line  of  a  general  charge  against  the  Con- 
tinent. Fiesh  provisions  will  be  of  infinite  service  to  the 
troops  in  Boston.  If  they  do  not  provide  some  very  fine 
nnti-scorbuticks,  they  must  suffer  amazingly  by  the  scurvy. 
By  two  Captains  of  vessels,  who  came  out  of  Boston  the 
day  before  yesterday,  we  learn  that  it  is  extremely  sickly; 
eight  or  ten  are  buried  every  day.  Cold  weather  coming 
on,  with  the  scurvy  locked  up  in  their  blood,  from  eating 
salt  ])rovisions,  must  produce  a  prodigious  mortality.  No- 
thing can  heighten  their  distress  so  much  as  cutting  them 
oir  from  fresh  provisions.  Therefore,  I  think  it  a  subject 
worthy  publick  attention,  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  Rhodc- 
hland,  to  secure  the  stock  on  the  island.  It  must  be 
grievous  to  the  inhabitants  to  be  subject  to  such  an  ex- 
pense themselves,  and  unjust,  seeing  the  whole  Continen'. 
are  to  be  benefited  by  its  consequences. 

The  Committee  has  been  closely  engaged  in  forming  ;i 
plan  for  regulating  the  Army.  1  hope,  when  the  Army  is 
re-enlisted,  and  the  best  of  the  ofticers  selected,  the  troops 
will  be  imder  better  regulation.  The  number  agreed  on 
may  be  larger  than  may  appear  necessary,  but  when  you 
consider  how  raw  and  undisciplined  the  troops  are  in  gen- 
eral, and  wliat  warlike  preparations  are  going  on  in  Ent^- 
land,  and  how  necessary  it  is  to  have  a  good  Army  in  the 
spring,  and  the  favourable  prospect  we  shall  have  of  making 
ourselves  masters  of  Boston  this  winter,  1  doubt  not  you 
will  cheerfully  concur  in  the  establishment.  The  General 
Officers  agreed  upon  twenty  thousand.  \Vh:it  number  the 
Committee  has  determined  upon,  I  have  not  heard,  but 
make  no  doubt  they  will  ap|)rove  of  the  number  agreed  to 
by  the  Genei-als. 

I  wish  we  had  a  large  stock  of  powder,  that  we  miglit 
annoy  the  enemy  wherever  they  made  their  ap|)carance. 
We  could  easily,  in  my  opinion,  drive  them  out  of  Boston, 
if  we  had  the  means;  but  for  want  thereof,  we  are  obliged 
to  remain  idle  spectators;  for  we  cannot  get  at  them,  and 
they  are  determined  not  to  come  to  us.  However,  I 
hope  ere  long  fortune  will  favour  us  agreeably  to  our 
wishes. 

1  liintetl,  in  my  last,  that  people  began  heartily  to  wish 
a  declaration  of  independence.  I  would  make  it  treason 
against  the  States  to  make  any  further  remittances  to  Greet 
Britain,  and  stop  all  supplies  to  their  shipping.  We  had 
as  well  begin  in  earnest  at  first  as  at  last;  for  we  have  no 
alternative  but  to  fight  it  out,  or  be  slaves.  We  should 
open  our  ports  to  all  who  have  a  mind  to  come  and  trade 
with  us.  But  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  a  check  upon 
commerce,  lest  it  take  the  lead  of  military  pursuits.  The 
merchants  are  generally  a  body  of  people  whose  god  is 
gain,  and  their  whole  plan  of  policy  is  to  bring  publick 
measures  to  square  w^ith  their  private  interest. 

The  French  will  never  agree  to  furnish  us  with  powder, 
as  long  as  there  is  the  least  probability  of  an  accommoda- 
tion between  us  and  Great  Britain.  The  alternative  is  a 
separation  from  Great  Britain,  or  subjugation  to  her.  In 
the  latter  case.  Great  Britain,  as  a  Nation,  will  receive 
little  or  no  advantage  from  the  Colonies;  for  slavery  is  ever 
unfriendly  to  trade,  and  trade  is  the  strength  and  sinews  of 
Great  Britain.  Therefore,  France,  as  a  real  enemy  to 
Great  Britain,  nets  upon  a  true  plan  of  policy,  in  refiising 
to  intermeddle,  until  she  is  satisfied  that  there  is  no  hope 
of  acconnnodation.  Then  she  can  interpose  with  propriety 
to  lend  us  a  helping  hand.  Should  France  undertake  to 
furnish  us  with  powder  and  other  articles,  and  the  breacli 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  be  afterwards 
made  up,  she  would  incu,-  the  hostility  of  her  rival,  with.,- 
out  reaping  any  solid  advantage. 
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GENLRAL   GATES   T( 


iAI.    SILLIVAN. 
Uead.yuarters,  October  23,  1775. 

Sir  :  This  « ill  be  presented  to  your  liands  by  a  First 
Lieuleiiaiii  of  Colonel  Thumpsoii's  Battalion  of  Riflemen, 
who  bas  under  his  command  a  party  of  experienced  Rifle- 
men, whom  ibe  General  thinks  you  miyht  dispose  of  to 
advaiitaj;e,  should  the  enemy  attempt  to  set  fire  to  the 
Town  c)l"  Porlamoulh,  as  be  is  informed  the  entrance  of 
tlie  harbour  is  narrow,  and  much  commanded  by  high 
ground  and  rocks.  The  officer  is  directed  to  wait  your 
commands  the  moment  he  arrives  at  Portsmouth. 

1  am,  Sir,  yoiu-  most  obedient  humble  ser\ant, 

HouATio  Gatks,  Adj.  Clin. 
To  Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  Commanding  the  Forces 

of  the  United  Colonies  at  Portsmouth. 


COL.  JosEi'ii  ri;ed  to  Tin:  ski.ectmen  of  boston. 

Roxlniry,  October  23,  1775. 

Genti.kmen:  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency 
General  l\'iishington  to  acquaint  you  that  your  letter  to 
IVilUmn  I'hUips,  Esq.,  came  in  course  to  Head-Quarters. 
His  Excellency  wislies  to  show  every  mark  of  attention  to 
the  Seleclmenof  L'os7rj/i;  at  the  same  time  he  thinks  Col. 
Robertson  cannot  expect  his  request  to  be  complied  with 
without  a  suitable  return.  He  has  therefore  directed  me 
to  say,  that  Master  Lovell,  who  has  suffired  a  long  and  in- 
jurioiis  confinement,  can  be  set  at  liberty,  and  exchanged 
for  the  friend  of  Colonel  Robertson.  The  latter  will  be 
immediately  sent  for  lo  Hartford  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
exchange  made  as  soon  as  ))ossible. 

I  liave  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  wiili  much  respect, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant,         Josrrn  Rked 

To  John  Scollaij  and  others,  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of 
Boston. 

letter  to   a  gentleman    IV   EDtNBIKGII,    SCOTLAND. 
Boston,  October  23,  1775. 

Sir  :  Within  these  two  or  three  years,  we  have  bad  most 
ponqious  accoimts  published  of  the  several  manufactures 
carrying  ou  here  ;  and  by  the  English  prints  1  find  the 
very  same  falsehoods  repeated  there,  no  doubt  to  answer 
some  wicked  purpose.  That  the  world  may  know  the 
real  true  stale  to  bo  depended  upon  of  the  manufactures 
going  on  in  this  Province,  I  send  you  the  following  by 
Captain  Watson,  of  the  Kitty,  boimd  to  Bristol ;  and  am, 
as  befoie,  yours,  &c. 

A  Letter  concerning  the  A.meiucan  Manufactures. 
The  Ncu'-England  Colonies  are  not  well  adapted  for 
raising  and  keeping  lai'ge  stocks  of  sheep,  for  they  require 
a  spacious  range  of  pasture,  and  tlie  benefit  of  getting  at 
the  ground  in  winter,  which  they  cannot  do  where  the 
snow  falls  deep,  and  continues  long,  as  generally  happens 
in  this  Province;  for  this  reason,  the  greatest  number  of 
sheep  are  raised  and  kept  on  the  sea-coasts  and  islands, 
where  the  snow  does  not  lie  so  long  as  it  doth  in  the  inland 
parts.  The  wool  raised  on  these  islands  is  nearly  as  good 
as  that  in  England,  if  proper  care  be  taken  of  the  sheep  ; 
but,  as  they  are  not  so  large,  they  rarely  produce  more 
than  a  fleece  from  two  to  two  pounds  and  an  half  per 
season,  one  sheep  with  another,  upon  the  best  computation 
that  has  been  made.  There  is  not  more  wool  produced 
annuall)'  here  than  what  is  barely  suflicient  to  make  stock- 
ings for  the  inhabitants;  and,  notwithstanding  all  the 
boasted  publications  of  our  increasing  manufactures,  we 
neither  can  make  nor  have  made  any  more  woollens  than 
licretofore,  for  we  have  always  worked  up  all  our  fleeces; 
have  never  exported  any,  con5ei|uenily  cannot  exceed 
what  we  used  to  do.  1  am  informed  that  in  Philadelphia, 
and  the  Colonies  to  the  soulhwanl,  their  wool  is  so  coarse 
that  it  will  make  no  clotli  but  of  ihe  lowest  sort,  and  every 
body  knows  the  nigber  to  the  line  ilic  sheep  grow  smoother, 
inclining  even  to  hair. 

Thc\\cw-Englandrrs  have  evrry  advantage  for  making 
linen  cloth,  as  om-  soil  produces  (with  |)roper  cidiiu'c)  the 
greatest  crops  of  good  flax,  and  the  exportation  of  the 
flax-seed  (for  which  we  have  always  a  ready  sale  in  Ire- 


land') will  nearly  pay  the  cost  of  raising  our  flax  ;  and  in 
regard  to  the  bleaching,  it  is  not  half  so  ex|)ensive  as  in 
that  Kingdom,  because  we  have  much  more  sun,  and 
plenty  of  wood-ashes  and  pot-aslies,  articles  more  neces- 
sary for  the  above  purpose  ;  yet,  notwithstanding  all  these 
advantages,  the  linens  made  in  these  Colonies  are  mere 
trifles  in  comparison  of  what  are  used  in  them. 

We  have  attempted,  within  these  thirty-five  years,  the 
making  of  nails  three  times;  but  the  attempt  always  mis- 
carried, since  it  was  found,  on  repeated  trials,  that  these 
commodities  could  be  imported  from  England  much  cheaper 
than  made  here;  and,  as  n)ost  of  the  dwellings  here  are 
made  of  wood,  eveiy  house  takes  twenty  times  the  quan- 
tity of  nails  that  it  would  do  in  England. 

It  may  be  asked  here,  why  [leople,  under  all  these  ad- 
\antages,  do  not  carry  on  such  manufactures  as  their  Coun- 
try is  so  well  adapted  to  succeed  in.  The  answer  is  very 
]>lain  ;  because  every  man  can  avail  himself  of  one  or  two 
lumdred  acres  of  land  for  a  mere  bagatelle,  with  which  he 
can  support  himself  and  family  easier  than  by  going  into 
manufactures. 

Then  it  follows,  of  course,  that,  by  ihe  American  plan  of 
non-importation,  they  will  suffer  more  than  Great  Britain  ; 
for,  in  two  years"  time,  they  will  not  have  clothes  to  defend 
them  from  the  severity  ol'  the  weather,  nor  will  they  have 
nails  to  build  their  houses.  Besides,  if  their  ports  are 
kept  well  blocked  up,  they  will  not  be  able  to  procure 
eitlier  rum,  sugar,  molasses,  coffee,  cocoa,  See,  and  yet  so 
great  use  has  been  made  of  these  articles  in  all  the  Colo- 
nies, that  they  are  almost  become  necessaries  of  life ;  by 
this  means  they  can  have  no  other  drink  but  water,  and  a 
little  ordinary  cider,  from  October  to  June,  and  of  that  not 
near  a  sufficiency  for  the  inhabitants,  for  all  their  beer  is 
made  of  molasses. 

The  people  in  the  ^ew-England  Colonies  (large  sea- 
]iort  Towns  excepted)  live  on  salt  provisions  more  than 
three-quarters  of  the  year.  The  stopping  of  salt  alone 
will  pro\e  their  ruin,  and,  on  the  best  inquiries  I  can  make, 
they  will  suffer  much  this  year  from  the  scarcity  of  that 
article;  so  that  their  own  plan  of  non-exportation,  and 
the  restraining  act  well  put  in  execution,  will  cause  such 
heavy  sutierings  among  them,  that  they  must  be  obliged 
to  accept  of  any  terms  prescribed  by  Great  Britain, 
(before  two  years  be  over,)  and  the  more  especially  when 
they  will  have  a  large  Army  ravaging  their  Country, 
which  will,  in  a  great  measiu-e,  put  a  stoj)  to  their  agri- 


>RCSS    OF    THE 


>HERIFF,  ETC.,  OF  THE  COUXTV  OF 


Address  of  the  High  Shcriir,  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Devon,  presented  to  His 
Majesty,  by  .lohn  Parker,  Escp,  one  of  their  Representa- 
tives in  Parliament;  Charles  fVarwick  Bamjfyldc,  Esq., 
one  of  the  Representatives  in  Parliament  for  the  City  of 
Exeter:  John  Dyke  Acland,  one  of  the  Representatives 
in  Parliament  for  Caliington,  in  Cornwall :  and  Henry 
Arthur  Fellou-es,  Esq.,  High  SberilF  of  the  said  County 
of  Devon. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eicelhnt  iMajcstij. 
The  humble  Address  of  the    High    Sherijf,   Gentlemen, 

Clcrgi/,  and  Freeholders  of  the  County  q/"  Devon. 

We,  yonr  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
High  Sheriff',  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the 
County  of  Devon,  inqiresscd  with  the  deepest  affection  and 
loyalty  for  your  Majesty's  person  and  Government,  think, 
that  did  we  remain  silent  spectators  of  the  present  awfid 
situation  of  publick  alHiirs,  we  should  not  perform  ihe  duty 
we  owe  to  your  ."Majesiy,  our  Cotmtry,  oiu-selvcs,  anti  our 
posterity. 

Permit  us  therefore,  in  the  strongest  terms,  to  assure 
your  Majesty,  that  the  various  arts  which  have  succeeded 
in  some  part  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  your  subjects,  have  been  tried  on  us  in  vain  ; 
possessed  of  that  manly  rational  liberty  which  Britons 
alone  enjoy,  we  cannot,  by  any  artifice,  be  induced  to  ima- 
gi[ie  grievances  that  do  not  exist,  or  complain  of  oppres- 
sions we  do  not  feel. 

Unable  to  deceive,  these  arts  have  animated  us  with 
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that  becoming  indignation  wliicli  must  actuate  the  mind  of 
every  man,  jealous  of  holding  his  property,  not  by  uncer- 
tain tenure  of  anarcliy  and  confusion,  but  by  the  wiiole- 
some  regulation  of  those  just  and  wise  laws,  under  which 
this  free  Country  has  so  long  and  so  [irc-uminenlly  nour- 
ished. 

We  arc  happy  thus  publickly  to  acknowledge  the  mo- 
deration and  justice  of  your  Majesty's  Government,  tho- 
roughly satisfied  that  a  grateful  posterity  will  do  that  justice 
to  a  reign,  which  the  envy  of  the  factious,  and  the  ambi- 
tion of  the  disappointed,  may  at  present  refuse. 

And  here  we  must  lament  the  infatuation,  whilst  we 
abhor  the  conduct  of  your  American  subjects,  whose  dar- 
ing and  unwarranted  attacks  on  the  legislative  rights  of 
Parliament,  will,  if  unsubdued,  perpetuate  dishonour  on 
this  Country  ;  and  as  we  cannot  but  esteem  national  dis- 
honour the  sure  presage  of  national  calamity,  we  trust  in 
the  justice,  wisdom,  and  vigour  of  your  Majesty's  coun- 
sels, that  it  will  be  speedily  and  effectually  done  away. 

May  your  iVlajesty's  throne  be  established  forever;  may 
this  Constitution,  wliich  enables  your  Majesty,  and  we  trust 
will  enable  your  latest  posterity,  to  diffuse  blessings  over  a 
happy  land,  remain  sacred  and  inviolate,  cherished  and 
supported  by  the  wisdom  of  our  descendants,  as  it  was 
formed  by  the  virtue  and  sagacity  of  oiu-  ancestors. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  BOKOUGH  OF  PEF.BLES. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council  of  the 
Borough  of  Fechles,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Sir 
Jnmcs  Cockburn,  Bart.,  Representative  in  Parliament  for 
Peebles,  Lanark^  Linlithgow,  and  Selkirk. 

To  the  King's  Most  Evccllent  JMnjtstij. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutifid  subjects,  the 
Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Tow^n  Council  of  the  Borough 
of  Peebles,  in  Council  assembled,  beg  leave  to  approach 
your  royal  throne,  and,  with  hearts  full  of  gratitude,  ex- 
press the  many  and  great  blessings  we  enjoy  under  your 
Majesty's  wise,  mild,  and  auspicious  Government. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  abhorrence  and  detestation  we  see 
a  rebellion  carried  on  in  some  of  your  Majesty's  Colonies, 
instigated  and  promoted  by  a  seditious  and  evil-minded 
faction  at  home. 

With  the  greatest  respect  and  fidelity  we  beg  leave  to 
assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will  be  ready  at  all  times, 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  defend  your  Majesty's  per- 
son and  family  ;  support  your  Government,  and  the  legis- 
lative authority  of  these  realms,  against  all  deluded  and 
seditious  subjects,  at  home  or  abroad. 

That  a  continuance  of  the  wise  and  prudent  measures 
hitherto  adopted,  with  respect  to  America,  may  soon  re- 
duce these  infatuated  people  to  their  duty  ;  that  sedition 
may  be  extirpated  these  realms;  and  that  your  Majesty 
may  long  reign  over  a  free  and  united  people,  are  the  sin- 
cere prayers  of. 

Signed  in  presence,  and  by  appointment,  and  the  Town's 
seal  affixed,  at  Peebles,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  October, 
1775.  William  Ker,  Provost. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  ANCIENT  BOROUGH    OF    CHRIST  CHIRCII. 

Address  of  the  .Mayor  and  Burgesses  of  the  ancient 
Borough  of  Christ  Church,  in  the  County  of  Southampton, 
)iresented  to  His  Majesty  by  the  Honourable  Thomas  J'il- 
liers  Ili/ile  and  James  Harris,  E-q.,  their  Representatives 
in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor  and  Burgesses  of  the 

ancient  Borough  o/Christ  Church,  in  the  County  of 

Southampton. 

Sire  :  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  Mayor  and  Bm-gesses  of  your  ancient  Borough 
"of  Christ  Church,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal  throne, 
with  every  sentiment  of  affection,  zeal,  and  gratitude. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  that  we  see  a  desperate 
attempt  made  to  reject  the  sovereignty  of  this  Country,  by 
those  who  owe  the  very  power  of  resisting  it  to  its  long, 
its  expensive,  and  its  parental  protection. 


We  are  dady  taught  the  difference  between  freedom  and 
despotism,  and  w=o  are  taught  it  in  the  surest  way,  not  by 
words,  but  by  deeds. 

Under  the  mild  and  constitutional  Government  of  your 
Majesty,  we  in  this  island  i'ed  both  our  persons  and  pro- 
perties secured  ;  nay,  even  those  among  us  who  affect  to 
entertain  a  different  opinion,  and  who  sometimes  pcrha[)s 
differ,  not  in  a  manner  the  most  respectful,  are  |)ermitled 
to  do  it  with  impimity,  and  show  by  that  impunity  their 
charge  of  despotism  to  be  groundless. 

But  when  we  look  to  the  real  regions  of  despotism  (be 
they  in  the  east  or  elsewhere)  we  find  no  such  etpiity,  no 
such  tolerance ;  the  minutest  difference  in  sentiment  is 
sure  to  expose  the  unhappy  dissentient,  however  innocent, 
however  conscientious,  to  infamous  injustice  and  insolent 
cruelty. 

When  we  reflect  on  these  events,  we  cannot  but  be  sen- 
sible that  we  have  no  other  jiroteclion  to  shield  us  from 
anarchy  and  oppression,  and  to  preserve  our  excellent 
Constitution  unbroken,  whole,  and  entire,  than  the  wisdom 
and  firmness  of  your  Majesty's  counsels,  supported  and 
enforced   by  the  efforts  of  your  Parliament. 

We  humbly  beg  your  Majesty's  permission  to  lay  these 
our  sentiments  at  your  feet ;  and,  while  we  assure  your 
ftlajesty  of  our  firm  and  unfeigned  attachment,  to  add  our 
fervent  prayers  for  our  deluded  fellow-subjects,  that  they 
may  become  sensible  of  their  errour;  that  they  may  depart 
iiom  their  hostilities,  and  return  to  a  sense  of  that  tluty 
which  they  owe  to  the  British  Legislature,  and  to  the  best 
of  Princes. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  at  a  full  Assembly,  in 
our  Town-hall,  this  twenty-fourth  flay  of  October,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-live. 

Thomas  ^]^.^^s,  Mayor,  Jasi'er  Bursey, 
John  Reeks,  Aukaham  Daw, 

Jos.  Stevens  Jeans,       Ivuhaud  Hollowav, 
John  Lloyd,  Thomas  Jeans, 

Thomas  Mews,  Jun.,       Jos.  (jiisbs, 
Wili,iam  Newsam,  Henry  (jibbs, 

John  Horlock,  Rcibekt  Reeks, 

John  Cook,  Euwaiuj  Hooper, 

William  Jackson,  AVilliam  Dale, 

Jos.  Jarvis  Clerke,       James  Talman. 


WESTCHESTER    COFNTY     (nEW-YORk)   COMMITTEE    TO    THE 
PRO VI NCI AL   CONGRESS. 

Wlulo  riaiiis,  O.lubrr  i!4.  1775. 

Gentlemen;  The  Committee  of  H  estchcster  County, 
thinking  it  highly  necessary,  from  the  complexion  of  the 
times,  that  a  JMinute  Regiment  should  be  completed  in  this 
County  as  soon  as  possible,  take  the  lilierty,  with  all  sub- 
mission, to  recommend  Sainucl  Drake,  to  be  Colonel  : 
IjCivis  Graham,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Abraham  Storm, 
First  Major;  Samuel  Lyon,  of  Northcastlc,  Second  Ala- 
jor  ;  Elijah  Mills,  Adjutant  ;  and  Josiah  ISlills,  to  be  Quar- 
termaster. 

We  hope  that  ifllic  persons  we  have  taken  the  freedom 
to  reconunenfl  should  be  looked  upon  as  the  most  proper, 
or  others  should  be  thought  more  lit,  that  the  honourable 
Congress  will  be  pleased  to  direct  commissions  to  be  made 
out,  and  sent  with  expedition. 

We  are,  Gentleiucn,  your  most  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Gilbert  Drake,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honouralile  Provincial  Congress  M  New- York. 


minute   officers    in   WESTCHESTER   COUNTY,   NEW-YORK. 

Officers  of  the  Minute  Company  of  Poundridgc,  and 
Lower  Salem:  Ebenezcr  Slason,  Captain  ;  Henry  Slason, 
First  Lieutenant ;  Ebenezcr  Sroficld,  Jun.,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Daniel  iVaterbury,  Third  Lieutenant  or  Ensign. 

Officers  of  the  Minute  Company  in  Bedford:  EliSeely, 
Captain;  Zcphaniah  Mills,  First  LieiUeiiant ;  Cornelius 
Clark,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Philijj  Leek,  Third  Lieu- 
tenant or  Ensign. 

The  above  Officers  have  been  duly  elected  by  the  3.1  in- 
ute  Companies,  and  the  Connniltee  are  desiious  to  have 
their  commissions  forwarded  with  the  utmost  expedition. 
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There  arc  two  Comijaiiics  of  Minute-Men  nearly  com- 
pleted in  the  Manor  of  Cbrr/n/u/f — one  in  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict, the  other  in  the  Western  District.  The  Committee 
lliink  it  of  im|)ortance  (if  it  can  be  done)  that  blank  com- 
missions should  be  sent  to  the  Chairman,  to  be  filled  up 
by  him,  as  soon  as  the  Oflicers  are  elected. 
'  By  order  of  the  Commiuee: 

GiLiiEiiT  DuAKt;.  Chdinnan. 


-I  FFOI.K    CDLNTV    (.SKW-VllKk)     (  OMNI  ITT  KF.    Tu    NICW- YORK 
CONGltK.SS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  several  Committees  in  the  First 
JlcLximcnt  in  Suffulk  County,  held  in  Smithioim,  the--21ih 
October,  177.j,'Mr.  fl'illiam  Smith  a|ipointed  Chairman. 
Present: 

From  Hr.NTiNfiTu.N  :  .hs^c  Brush.  lli,i\. ,  Thomas  Jl'icl'es, 
Esq.,  (Jilbcrl  Potter,  Stephen  Kclcij,  John  S'/uicr,  Stt- 
2)hijnKctchu/ii,  Timothy  k'ttcham,  Ihnnj  Scuddcr,  Thomas 
Brush,  Jun.,  JsruJ  Hood,  Ebcntzcr  Tlatt. 

Smithtoun  :  l)(inidTillotson,ThomnsTreadwcl!,  E-.q., 
JifTcry  Smith,  Vhilctus  Smith,  Daniel  Smith,  Captain  Job 
Smith,  Jacob  Mills,  Edmund  Smith,  Jun.,  EpiHctus  Smith, 
Samuel  FhiUips. 

;\Ianor  of  St.  GnoiK.Es:  Mr.  IVilUam  Smith,  Jonah 
llulsc. 

Meriches  :   Captain  Joliah  Smith. 

Bkookhaven:  Captain  Samuel  Thomjison,  JVilliam 
Brewster,  John  Woodhull,  Daniel  Roc,  Nathaniel  Hoc, 
Noah  Ilallock.  Captain  Jonathan  Baker,  Richard  Wood- 
hull, Esq. 

At  tliis  meeting,  a  commission  of  the  First  Major  in  this 
Regiment  being  offered  to  Mr.  yathun  Woodhull,  he  de- 
clined taking  the  same,  offering  such  reasons  as  are  salis- 
I'actory  to  this  Committee.  Likewise,  a  commissifm  of  a 
Second  Major  in  the  abovesaid  Regiment  being  offered  to 
.Mr.  Edmund  Smith,  Jun.,  he  declined  taking  the  same, 
offering  leasons  satisfactory  to  this  Corjimittee.  They  then 
i-eceived  the  thanks  of  this  Committee  for  their  publick 
spirit  in  their  resignations. 

The  Committee  then  ])roceedcd  to  the  nomination  of 
two  Majors  to  fill  the  above  \acancies,  which  is  as  follows, 
\\z  :  Mr.  Jeffcry  Smith,  for  the  First  iMajor :  Captain  Jesse 
Brush,  Second  Major. 

•Signed  by  order  of  the  Commiitce: 

^^'|I.I-IAM  Smith. 
'I'o  Colonel  Xalhanirl  Woodhull,   Prtsident  of  llic   Pro- 
vincial Compress.  }\ew-  York. 


'^ENEKA!.   WASHINGTON   TO  THE    ['RESIDENT    OF    THE    CON- 
TINENTAL tONfillESS. 
Mtacl  Xovuinl.er  1,  177,'').] 

C":iini.  at  C'aMibn(l|rc,  Ocloljcr  24,  1775. 

Siii:  My  conjecture  of  the  destination  of  the  late  squad- 
ron from  Boston,  in  my  last,  has  been  unha|)pily  verified, 
l)y  an  outrage  exceeding  in  barbarity  and  cruelty  every 
tiostilc  act  practised  among  ci\iiized  nations.  I  have  en- 
closed the  account  given  me  by  'Mw  Jones,  a  gentleman  of 
the  Town  of  ludmouth,  of  the  destruction  of  that  increas- 
ing and  llourishlng  village.  He  is  a  very  great  sulTerer, 
and  informs  me  that  the  time  allowed  for  the  removal  of 
effects  was  so  small  that  valuable  pro|)erty  of  all  kind?, 
and  to  a  great  amount,  has  been  destroyed.  The  orders 
shown  by  the  Captain  for  this  horrid  procedure,  by  which 
It  appears  the  same  desolation  is  meditated  upon  all  the 
Towns  on  the  coast,  made  it  my  duty  to  conununicate  it 
as  ()uickly  and  extensively  as  possible.  As  Portsmouth 
was  the  next  place  to  \\liicli  he  proposed  to  go.  General 
Sullivan  was  pennilted  to  go  iiji  and  give  them  Ills  assist- 
ance and  advice,  to  ward  oil"  ihc  blow.  I  [latter  myself 
the  like  event  will  not  ha|)pen  there,  as  they  have  a  forti- 
licaiion  of  some  strength,  and  a  vessel  has  arrived  at  a 
place  called  Sheepscut,  with  one  thousand  live  hundred 
jiouiuls  of  jiowder. 

The  gciilleuien  of  the  ConLM\'s=  have  nearly  finished 
iheir  business  :  but,  a~  ihey  wiiic  b)-  this  opp.jituiiity,  I  must 
beg  lca\c  to  refer  you  ['•  their  letter  lor  what  concerns 
their  coiiimission. 

\N  e  have  had  no  occurrence  of  anv  conscfiuence  m  the 


camj)  since  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  you  last ;  but 
expect  every  hour  to  liear  that  yeuport  has  shared  the 
fate  of  unhappy  Falmouth. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  most  sincere  respect. 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

George  Wa;iiinoton. 


Fihuoulh,  Momky,  October  IC,  177;. 

The  Canceau  ship,  of  sixteen  guns,  commanded  by 
Cajjtain  Mowat,  a  large  ship,  schooner,  and  a  sloop,  armed, 
anchored  below  the  Town.  The  17th,  at  three,  P.  M.,  they 
weighed  and  came  up,  and  anchored  within  gim  shot,  and 
immediately  Captain  Mowat  sent  a  letter  on  shore  to  the 
Town,  giving  ihem  two  hours  to  move  their  families  out, 
as  he  had  orders  to  fire  the  Town.  The  Town  immediate- 
ly chose  a  Committee  of  three  gentlemen,  and  sent  them 
on  board,  to  know  the  reason  of  that  Town's  being  set  on 
fire;  he  returned  for  answer,  that  his  orders  were  to  set  fire 
to  all  the  sea-port  Towns  between  Boston  and  Ilalifai, 
and  that  he  exjiected  yew-York  was  then  burnt  to  ashes. 
He  further  said,  that  when  he  received  orders  from  the 
Admiral,  he  desired  that  he  might  show  some  favour  to  the 
Town  of  Falmouth,  which  the  Admiral  granted,  (1  sup- 
pose, as  Captain  Mowat  was  under  jiarticular  obligations  to 
some  gentlemen  ai  Falmouth,  for  civilities  shown  him  when 
in  captivity  amongst  tiiem.)  and  which  favour  was,  to  spare 
the  Town  till  nine  o'clock,  H'ednesdai/  morning,  in  case  we 
would  send  him  off  eight  small  arms,  which  the  Town  im- 
mediately did.  Wednesday  morning,  being  the  ISth,  the 
Committee  went  on  board  Captain  Mou-ut  again,  in  order 
to  save  the  Town;  he  saiJ  he  would  save  th.e  Town  till 
he  heard  fiom  the  Admiral,  in  case  we  would  send  off  four 
carriage  guns,  deliver  u|)  all  our  small  arms,  ammunition, 
Sec,  and  send  four  gentlemen  of  the  Town  as  hostages, 
which  the  Town  would  not  do.  About  half  past  nine 
in  the  morning,  lie  began  to  fire  from  the  four  armed  ves- 
sels, and  in  five  minuics  set  fire  to  several  houses.  He 
cvontinued  filing  till  after  dark  the  same  day,  which  destroy- 
ed the  largest  part  of  the  Town.  He  further  informed  the 
Committee,  that  he  should  proceed  lo  Portsmouth,  and  de- 
stroy that  place  also. 

The  foregoing  is  as  near  the  facts  as  I  am  able  to  remeiii- 

ber.  as  witness  u\\  hand.  ,,  , 

l^EAKSuN  Jones. 


11.    WENTWORTII    TO  GENEIlAt,   WASHINGTON. 

ro:tsmOc.th,  (Ictobr  19,  177J. 

May  IT  PLEASE  VOIR  Excellf.ncy:   We  beg  leave  to 

acquaint  you  that  an  express  is  just  arrived  here  from 
Falmouth,  Casco  Bay,  informing  us  that  on  Monday  last 
came  in  there  the  Canceau,  armed  ship,  Ca])tain  Mowat, 
together  with  a  schooner  mounting  fourteen  guns,  a  large 
transport,  and  two  sloops,  all  full  of  men;  that  they  lav  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour  till  Tuesday  following,  makin" 
signals  for  .some  peison  to  come  off  to  them,  which  being 
taken  no  noiice  of  b\-  the  Town,  they  weighed  their  anchors 
and  came  up  and  lay  between  the  ferryways  and  Po2>us- 
dock,  from  whence  they  sent  on  shore  a  message,  acquaint- 
ing the  inhabitanis  that  they  iiad  orders  lo  fire  upon  the 
Town.  In  consequence  of  this  message,  a  Committee 
went  on  board  Captain  3Iownt,  to  whom  he  showed  his 
orders  from  the  Admiral,  which  were,  that  in  case  the  inha- 
bitants did  not  forthwith  deliver  up  their  arms,  and  give 
hostages  for  their  future  good  behaviour,  he  was  to  destroy 
that  Town,  and  aftcrwartls  proceed  and  destroy  this.  Cap- 
tain Mount,  however,  ac(juainied  I  he  Committee,  that  in 
case  they  would  deliver  up  part  of  their  arms  that  night,  he 
would  give  them  till  next  mornii.g  to  consider  of  his  requi- 
sition ;  the}'  accordingly  sent  on  board  eight  muskets  that 
evening.  At  half  past  eight,  yesterday,  this  express  came 
away,  and  heard  a  heavy  firing  all  day  afterwards,  which 
began  precisely  at  nine  o'clock. 

We  entreat  your  Excellency's  pati(;nce  while  we  assure 
you  that  the  people  of  this  Province,  and  of  this  Town  in 
|iartlcular,  lia\e  exerted  every  nerve  to  put  this  port  in  a 
pio|)er  Slate  of  defence,  but  that  all  our  precautions  are  to 
no  cliect,  lor  want  of  a  suliicient  quantity  of  powder,  our 
whole  stock  of  which  at  ju'csent  is  only  seventeen  barrels. 
\Xc  have  therefoic  despatched  Mr.  D'Ewin^,  who  has 
orders  to  wait  on   your  Excellency  before  he  sleeps,  to 
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request  the  favour  ol  your  Excellency  to  spare  us  as  much  giiiliy  of  mutiny,  and  of  a  malicious,  vexatious,  and  ground- 
powder  as  you  may  think  proper.  less  accusation  of  Captain  tlridley,  at  a  late  General  Court- 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Martial.     The  Court  therefore  unanimously  adjudge  the 
Safety,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  ser-  prisoner,  Lieutenant  IVoodwanl,  to  be  cashiered"  and  ren- 


His  Excellency  Genera 


n.  w 

Uashiu 


C/ialn 


dered  inca 


of  ser 


Continental  Army. 


IIu:ul.QuurUT.s,  Canibriilge,  October  14,  177 


H.    IMOWAT,   COMMANDEIl   OF    HIS    MAJESTY   S    SHIP   CANCEAf, 
TO  THE    PEOPLE   OF   FALMOUTH. 

Canceau,  Fuln.outh,  Octobri-  Ifi,  177,1. 

After  so  many  ))remeditated  attacks  on  the  legal  preroga- 
tives of  the  best  of  Sovereigns,  after  the  repeated  instances 
you  have  experienced  in  Britain's  long  forbearance  of  the 
rod  of  correction,  and  the  merciful  and  paternal  extension 
of  her  hands  to  embrace  you,  again  and  again,  have  been 
regarded  as  vain  and  nugatory;  and  in  place  of  a  dutiful 
and  grateful  return  to  your  King  and  Parent  State,  you 
have   been    guilty   of  the    most    uni)ardonable    rebellion. 


1 1  :.n.i,-,  .val.l,;,.)  CCoumirsi|,-n,  Norfolk.) 

The  General  has  seen  and  approves  the  sentence  of 
the  General  Courl-IVIarlial,  held  upon  Lieutenant  Wood- 
ivurd,  of  the  Artillery.  He  orders  it  to  take  place  imme- 
diately, and  commands  Lieutenant  fVuodward  to  be  dis- 
missed the  camfi. 


Cunbridfjo 


5,  1775. 

^laiutr,  <jsrrnu.j  (C(mmLT-*ijpi,  Plytnoutli.) 

One  subaltern,  one  sergeant,  and  tueniy-five  rank  and 
file,  from  each  of  the  four  Brigades  in  the  lines  and  in 
Cambridge,  Vo  parade  to-morrow  morning,  at  sunrise,  upon 


supported  by  the  ambition  of  a  set  of  designing  men,  whose  Cambridge  Common,  to  cut  fire-wood  for  the  Army.    Th 

insidious  views  have  cruelly  imposed  on  the  credidity  of  Quartermaster-General,  or  his  Deputy,  will  attend  lipon  the 

their  fellow-creatures,  and  at  last  have  brought  the  whole  Common  in    Cambridge,  to  give  directions  to  the  officer 

into  the  same  dilemma,  which   leads  me  to  feel  not  a  little  commanding  the  party. 

the  woes  of  the  innocent  of  them,  in  particular  on  the  pre-  A  General  Court-Martial  to  sit  on  Jf'cdncsdai/  morning 

sent  occasion,  from  my  having  it  in  orders  to  execute  a  next,  at  Rmbunj,  to  try  Colonel  David  Brewer,  of  the 

just  punishment  on  the  Town  ol'  Falmouth.     In  the  name  Ninth  Regiment  of  Foot,  upon  an  accusation  exhibited  by 

of  which  authority,  I  previously  warn  you  to  remove,  with-  a   number  of  officers   of  that   Regiment,  a  copy  thereof 

out  delay,  the  human  species  out  of  the  said  Town,  for  having  yesterday  been   sent  by  the   Adjutant-General   to 

which  purpose  1  give  you  the  time  of  two  hours  ;  at  the  Colonel /^/Ticcr.    The  Judge  Advocate  to  be  at  7?o!i«/-// by 

period  of  which,  a  red  pendant  will  be  hoisted  at  the  main  "ine  o'clock,  fVcdnesday  morning,  to  sit  in  Court ;  all  evi- 

topgallant  mast  head,  with  a  gun.    But  should  your  im-  dences  and   persons  concerned  to  attend  the  Court  at  that 

prudence  lead  you  to  show  the  least  resistance,  you  will  in  time.  For  Court-Martial — Brigadier-General  Thomas,  Fve- 

ihat  case  free  me  of  that  humanity  so  strongly   pointed  sident;  fourColonels,  four  Lieutenant-Colonels,  four  Majors, 

out  in  my  oi-ders,  as  well  as  in  my  inclination.     I  also  oh-  Members.     The  Members  to  bo  taken  C(jually  from"  the 

serve  that  all  those  wdio  did,  on  a  former  occasion,  fly  to  the  two  Brigades  now  in  Roibunj. 

King's  ship  under  my  command  for  iJrotection,  that  the  same  

IIoad-Quailjis,  C.imbriilijp,  October  17,  1775. 

(Parole,  *i„-(.;v,/i;r.;  (CouiUtrsign,  Tou'nscnd.j 

The  Quartermaster-General  will  deliver  to  the  Major  of 
each  Brigade,  or  his  order,  twenty  great  coats,  for  the  use 
of  the  sentinels  of  each  Brigade.  As  the  Brigade-Major 
is  to  give  his  receipt  for  the  same,  he  is  to  be  answerable 
that  they  are  regularly  deli\ered  from  guarfl  to  guard. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  Randall,  of  the  Regiment  of  Artil- 
lery, tried  at  a  late  General  Court-Martial,  for  "  stabbing  a 
Matro.ss  in  the  said  Regiment."  The  Court  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  prisoner  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  forty-ninth 
Article  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Massachusetts 
Army;  but,  in  consideration  of  the  very  insulting  behaviour 
of  the  complainant,  adjudge  Lieutenant  Randall  only  to 
receive  a  severe  reprimand  from  the  Colonel  of  the  Regi- 


door  is  now  open  and  ready  to  receive  them. 

The  oflicer  who  will  deliver  this  letter.  I  ex|iect  to  return 
immediatel\-,  unmolested. 

I  am,  &ic.,  H.   !MowAT. 

To  the  People  o[  Falmouth. 


COUNCIL    OF   WAR. 

At  a  Council  of  War,  held  at  Head-Quarters,  October 
18,177.3: 

Pie-_:it,  his  Excellency  General  JVasIiington  ;  Major- 
Generals  l\  ard,  Lee,  Putnam;  Brigadier-Generals  Thomas, 
Heath,  Siillican,  Greene,  Gates. 

The  General  acquainted  the  Members  of  the  Council, 
that  he  had  called  them  together  in  conse(]uence  of  an  inti- 


mation from  the  Congress,  that  an  attack  upon  Boston,  if    ment,  at  the  head  of  the  Company  to  which  the  prisone 
practicable,  was  much  desired.     That  he  therefore  desired     belongs, 
tlieir  o))inions  on  the  subject. 

General  Gates. — That  under  tlie  present  circumstances 
it  is  improper  to  attempt  it. 

General  GREf:NE. — That  it  is  not  practicable,  under  all 
circumstances;  but  if  ten  thousand  men  could  be  landetl  at 
Boston,  thinks  it  is. 

General  Sullivan. — That  at  this  time  it  is  improper. 
The  winter  gives  a  more  favourable  o]iportunity. 

General  Heath. — Impracticable  at  present. 

General  Thomas. — Of  the  same  opinion. 

General  Putnam. — Disappi'oves  of  it  at  present. 

General  Lee. — Is  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
men  to  judge  ;  therefore  thinks  it  too  great  a  risk. 

General  Ward. — Against  it. 

General  Washington. 


lIc-a.!.Quarteivs  Canibriilge,  October  18,  1775. 
CPin-cIe,  «-,«„.;  (tounKTsi,fn,  Cc,m<!e,i.J 

The  General  Court-Martial  ordered  to  sit  this  day,  at 
Ro.iburij,  is  postponed  until  Friday  morning  next,  at  nine 
o'clock,  Brigadier-General  Thomas  being  obliged  to  attend 
this  forenoon  at  Head-Quarters. 


ORDEnS  BY  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

IIcinl-Quru-lers,  Cambridge,  October  13,  1775. 

(Parole,  Kcnin-l-rrkJ  (Counlcrsipi,  Ldmmn.) 

Lieutenant  Richard  Woodward,  of  Captain  Gridlry's 
Company,  in  Colonel  Gridley's  Regiment  of  Artillery,  tried 
at  a  late  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  li'ood- 
bridge  was  President,  for  "cowardice  in  the  action  upon 
the  17th  o(  .lune  last,  and  for  mutiny."  The  Court  were 
unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  charge  of  cowardice,  on 
the  17th  .June  last,  is  fully  supported  against  the  prisoner, 
and  are  also  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  is 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi.  -., 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  October  Gl,  1775. 

(I'uiole,  FrnnUni.j  (Coulitii-viETi,  Lynch.) 

The  officers  of  Colonel  Gridley's  Regiment  and  Major 
Crane's  Cor|)S  of  Artillery,  who  are  inclined  to  engage  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  for  one  year  from  the 
(lay  of  the  expiration  of  their  present  term  of  service,  are 
to  deliver  in  their  names  and  the  rank  they  now  possess  to 
the  Adjutant-General  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o'clock  ; 
such  as  disincline  to  remain  any  longer  in  the  service  to 
give  in  their  names  also,  and  the  reasons  for  their  declin- 
ing the  service. 


lIead.Qaartor.s,  Cambridge,  October  22,  1775. 
(l':iroh  ,  lliii  T,i:ni.)  (Counlci-sign,  Cooke.) 

The  Deputies  from  the  honourable  Continental  Congress 
having  arrived  in  this  camp,  in  order  to  confer  with  the 
General,  the  several  Governours  of  Rhode-Island  and 
Connecticut,  the  CouncW  o(  Mnssnchusctts-Bay,  and  the 
President  and  Convention  of  i\'Lic-Hamjishire,  on  the  con- 
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liiiuinf;  an  Army,  for  ihc  (Icfc'iico  ;iiul  support  oi'Amiiica  soldiers    in   case   lliuy   had   enlisted   at   five    Dollars    per 

and  its  liberties,  all  ollicers  who  (lecliiie  the  further  service  iiioiilh. 

of  their  Country,  and  intend  to  retire  from  the  Army  at  the  l^ast  nij^ht  we  nceived   the  melancholy  account  of  the 

expiration  of  their  present  term  of  service,  arc  to  signify  hurning  tin;  Town  ol  Fiilnwuth  by  some  shi|)s,  sent  for  that 

their  intentions,  in  writing,  to  their  Colonel,  which  he  is  to  purpose  by   Admiral  Cnives,  the  commanding  oflicer  of 

deliver,  with  his  own,  to  the   Hrigadier-Ciencral  or  com-  which  declared  he  had  orders  to  destroy  every  sea-port  be- 

mandiii"  oHicer  of  his  JJrigade.     'I'hose  brave  men   and  tween  that  and /ios^od.      It  is  easy  to  conceive  what  effects 

true   patriots  who  are  resolved  to  continue   to  serve  and  this  niu^t   |)ioiliice  in  this  cam|) ;  every  soldier  who  came 

dei'end  their  brethren,  |)rivik'ges,  and  pro|)erty,  are  to  coii-  IVdrn  Fdliimutli   insisting  on  leave  to  go  and  take  care  of 

sider   themselves   engaged    to   the   last  day  of  December,  his  family,  and  to  find  a   jjlace  for  them,  where  they  may 

n7(),   unless   sooner   discharged   by   the   honourable    the  be  covere<l  from  the  inclemency  of  the  approaching  winter. 

Continental  Congress,  and  will  in  like  mamier  signify  their  Jndeed,  it  is  too  reasonable  a  request  to  be  refused.  Should 

intentions.     This  return  to  he  made  at  orderly  time,  IVcd-  the  same  fate  fall   to  the  share  of  many  such  Towns,  it  is 

iirsiliii/  next.  easy  to  foiciell  \\li;it  must  happen  to  the  Army,  especially 

—  .-hould  it  liapp(  n  lielcm-  ihe  new  Army  is  enlisted.     This, 

llr.iiiJjuiiri.iM,  C.iMihn.l;;,',  (),i(,l.,i-  'j:),  I77.'>.  „.e  hope,  udl  not  only  excuse  our  conduct,  hut  induce  Con- 

{I'niiii,-, //.iN,o,Aj                                                     (louiiKiiiBii,  ci(»/.'".i,'.;  gii'ss  to  liasleu  their  d(;terminalions  upon  this  matter. 

Colonel  Daviil  llrnrcr,  nf  ilu'  Ninth  Regiment  of  Foot,  ()„e  ,„o,.(,  ,eason  for  despateh  is,  that  men   may  mucli 

tried  at  a  General  Court-Marlial,  whereof  Urigadier-Genc-  ,„„re  probably  enlist  before,  than  afier,  they  feel  the  liard- 

ral  Thomas  w  Mi  ['resident,  for  "procuring  a   Lieutenant's  ships  of  a  winter  camjiaign. 

commission  for  his  son,  an  inexperienced  boy  of  sixteen  or  Upon  examining   the^journals  of  As^emlily,  it  appears 

seventeen  years  of  age,  and  returning  him  as  in  the  publick  i|,;i[  i|,c  |„en  raised  in  the  years    nr>8  and  1751),  by  this 

siMviee  from  the  •ihh  oi'  Apiil,  and  drawing  his   pay  for  Colony,  received  fourlcen  I'ounds  bounty,  and  had  thirty- 

Ihe  month  u{Aii<::us(,  during  all  which  time  the  said  boy  was  .^jx  Shillings  per  month,  pay,  which,  as  their  engagements 

at  home,  in   his  father's  service,  contrary  to  the  repeated  w^ie  for  six  monilis  only,  was  much  higher  terms  than  the 

n-nionstrances  of  the  ollicers  of  the  Regimciit ;  and,  also,  present,  when   no  other   bomily  is  allowed  than  a  coat  to 

for  making  a   return   to  the  Committee  of  Supplies  for  a  each  man. 

larger  number  of  hlaid<e(s  than  were  re(inisitc  for  said  Regi-  We  are,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient, 

mt.'nt ;  and,  also,  for  taking  the  men  fioni  the  publick  ser-  |J.  Fhanki.in, 

vice',  in  the  Army,  and  employing  tlx-m  in  his  own  private  ]>i;n.i.  Hakkison, 

business,  in  labour  on  his  farm."      The   Court-Marlial,  on  Tims.  Evncii. 

mature-  consideration,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  two  last  arli-  ,(, ,  j,^^,  ,,^^,,_  jj^^^  U,n,n,rk,  E.,,.,  I'residont  of  the  Con- 

cles  ol   the   accusation  are  supported  hilly  against  the   pii-  linenld  Cou"ress  at  l'liiliuUli)li'ut 

soner,  and   therefore    unaiiiinously    adiudge,    that   Colonel  •            n      •   •                    / 

Daviil  nrntri   be  dismissed  llu;  service.  — 

— .  I'iKH  i;i;i)iN(;s  oKTiii;  (  oMMrrTF.K  or  confi-.hence  at  the 

,                 .  CAM!'    Al'   rAMlilUIMiE. 

"'  V  .■""' "4^^  Vm';,'.'/'..'..;  Minutes  of  a  (  'onference  of  the  Delegates  of  the  hononr- 

Tho    (ieneral    approves    the    sentence    of  tlie    Ceneral  able  ( ^ontiuenlal  Congress  the  Deputy-CJovernours  of  Con- 

Couil-Martial,  in  vesterday's  orders.  u,riirul  and  /i'/io(/,- /./,(»</,  and  the  C;ominittee  of  the  Coun- 
cil o(  Massarhnsclts-llai/,  willi  (ieneial  //W////g-/e/i,  be- 
gan at  ilea(l-(iuarlers,  ('ambridgv,  (kiobcr  18,  1775,  and 

III:   (o.M.MA.NDKu-iN-  eoutiiiued  to  the  i2-2d  of  the  same  month.      Present; 

coNciiKss.  His  I'Xeellency  General  U'ashiuu;ton. 

[li,-.ul  NMvrM,l„.r  I,  ITT.Vi  'Plu;  n^,,.  l),.,,„iy-(;„vernour  Uriswold  and  Nathaniel 

CAmlHul.'r.  (Irtol,,.,  21,  177:-..  Ildlcs,  Es(|.,  Coiiiu'clinil. 

Siu:   We  arrived  at  this  jilace  on  the  i:)ili,  and  should  ■''li<-'  "<>"•  l)eputy-(iovernour  Cooke,  Rhode- Islatut. 

have  proceeded  immediately  to  peifcuni  ihe  duly  imposed  'J'lit!  lion.  Thomas  Li/mh,  Doclov  Benjamin  Franklin, 

hv  the  Congress,  but  the  Fresidenl  ol  the  ( 'mi'^iess  of  A(  ir-  ^'n'l  Colonel  Benjamin  Harrison,  Delegates  from  the  Con- 

Hampxhire  was  detained,  by  the  illiies-,  of  his  family,  from  grcss. 

alt.-ndiug.      After   wailae.    two   ,l;,vs    for    hiiu,  it   was   de-  The    \hm..h,mis  Bowdoin.  Cohnd  Olis,  fVi Ilium  Sc- 

lermuuH?  to  call  in  (ieiieral  Sidlinni  lo  represent  that  Colo-  vcr,  and   Kaltrr  .S'/-«,.»rr,  (_;oiumittee  of  Council  olMas- 

ny.     'J'he  President  joined  us  next  day ,  and  we  have  been  sarhiisiftx-liai/. 

consiiuiily  employed  in  the  consideration  of  the  many  im-  The  ('redeiilials  of  ihe  several  Members  of  this  Confer- 

portanl  mailers  with  which  we  are  charged,  all  of  which  w(!  eiiee    for  Coiinrrticiil  mhI  ]\lassachuselts-Bai/,   were   then 

ho|)e  will  be  linished  to-day.  hm,!. 

We  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  sevc^ral  delenuiualioiis  of  The    i're-ident  of  ihe    Provincial    Comeiilioii  of  Xcu- 

ihis  meeling,  on   those   heads  on  which  ihe  ( ioveru.iuis  of  llaiiipshin-  n,,l  yet  attending,  (u'uerid  Sullivan  was  desired 

lilviilr-l.diiiiil  and  ConiKclinif,  the    C.iiiiicil  ol'  ihis    Pro-  to  allend  ihis  Conference,  and  took  his  seat  accordingly, 

vine.-,  the  Preswh^iit  of  ihr  Cou..|v,s  ,,f  .\,  ir- 1 lampsi, irr ,  The  Members  of  the  Conference  then  proceeded  upon 

together  wilh  ihe  (Irneial,  \\<ae  ihivcled  lo  he  e(}iisulled  ;  the  iiislnielioiis  from  the  Congress,  which  were  read  through, 

by    which    you    will    see    tliiii    ihey    ueic   iiniiiiiiiiously  oj'  ;iiid  llieii  a-aiii  separately;   and  it  was  considered — 

o|)inion,  not  only  thai  any  reilniiiun  ol  piy  was  iilisohnolv  |  si .  To  cause  proper  methods  to  he  taken  for  continuing 

impraclicabli-,  hut  lliai  a  h:iie  piopo-nl  olilns  iiaime  would  ihe  ConiurlirtU  'I'roops  (now   near  Boston)  in   the  Conli- 

caii.i'  siieh  ihseouieiii,,  if  n iiiii.s,  ;is  \\,,iili|,  perhaps,  neiital  service,  upon  \\\r  same  terms  as  iliey  are  at  present, 

prove    the    luiu  ,,f  (he  Ai„,v.       We   are    -o,  ry  lo  liud   ihis  unlil  the  last  day  of  ue\l   D.r.mlur:    h.niipon, 

opniiou  looiMuch  eonliiiii.al  l,\   the  diHiriiily  that  oeeuis  in  Brsolvrd,  'i'luil   il   |s  llie  ..piiiiou  of  ill,-   Miaiihers  of  this 

pnwaihiig   on    ihe    troop,   iA' (  ■uinirrliviit    to   enlist   lor   the  Confereue.',  that  llie  ( ;,  i„  i  al  iiniuialialely  direct  the  Kield- 

nil   of  l)v,;ml„v   only,   aeeordui;;    lo    the    (hieetions    of  OHie.as  of  the  i 'niiuntiful  Troops,  lliariliey  consult  wilh 

Coie^ress.  lln,,,-    inferior   ollieeis   and    men,  aii.l    eiidea'vour   lo    learn 

Piider    these    eueuiuslauee ;,  we    ihoiinlit    it    our  duly  to  ^^\r.^\   iiiiiuher  of   lliem  will    eonliiiue    in    the  service  lo  the 

consent  thai  the  (ienei.il  should  iiui,ie,lialel\    proeei'd  'to  a  last  ,la\    of  Ihnmlni,  upon  the  present  lerms,  and  that  as 

new  enllstiiieut  of  the   present    Army    lor   the    next    year,  soon  as  possible. 

wilhoul  waiting  for   ihe  diieelions  of  Congress,  being'con-  The  third  lusiruelioii  was  then  read  by  paragra|)hs,  con- 
vinced, by  the  opinion  not  only  of  the  gentlemen  we  were  laining  tlu>  follow  iiig  arlieles,  vi/,  : 

directed  to  consull,  hnl  of  ev.ay  oHicer  we  conversed  with  Pirsi.  What  luniiher  of  men  the  new  Army  helbre  Bos- 
on \.\w.  -iuhjccX,  \\v.\\    .'very    luoiueul's   delay   was    bi^   with  /e/(  should  consist  of  : 

danger.      VVe  have,  how  om  r,  re,en  ,.|,  in  ■tl„.  teniis  of  the  1st.    'I'lie   ConiiuiUee    havim'    been    informed    that    this 

new  eMlislmenl,  a  right  in  Coie^ivss  I.Mhshaud  at  pleasur,',  ,|uesliou  had  been  lately  ai^italed  in  the  ('..uneil  of  ( leneral 

without  mentioning   tlie   monlh's  achhtional  pay,  voled  the  Ollicers,   desired    the    result    might   be  commuiiicaled  :   by 
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vvliicli  it  appeared  that  it  was  llieir  imanimous  opinion  tliat 
llie  new  Army,  intended  to  lie  before  Boston,  should  not 
consist  of  less  than  twenty  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seventy-two  men.  In  which  opinion,  on  a  consideration 
of  all  circumstances,  this  Committee  unanimously  concurs. 
Agreed,  including  Officers. 

Second.  What  should  be  the  pay  of  the  Ollici'rs  and  Pri- 
vates ;  that  of  some  of  the  former  in  the  present  Army 
being,  it  is  apprehended,  too  low,  and  that  of  the  latter  too 
high  ? 

Answer.  That  of  the  Privates,  unanimously  agreed,  can- 
not be  reduced  ;  and  agreed,  by  a  majority,  lliat  raising  the 
pay  of  the  Officers  would  be  inconvenient  and  improper. 
It  was  also  unanimously  agreed,  that,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  the  proposition  of  lowering  the  pay  of  the 
Troops  would  be  attended  with  dangerous  conserjuences. 

().l„l,?r  10,  1775. 

The  Members  of  the  Committee  to  confer  with  General 
Washington  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Mati/icw  Thornton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Convention 
o{  JS'eiv-Hampshirc,  attending,  took  his  scat  this  day. 

It  was  now  proposed  for  consideration,  what  number  each 
Company  and  how  many  Companies  each  Regiment  should 
contain. 

Agreerl,  nnammoii.ili/,  That  each  Regiment  consist  of 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  men,  including  Otlicers  ; 
that  it  be  divided  into  eight  Companies,  each  Company  to 
consist  of  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four 
Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  two  Drums  or  Fifes,  seventy-six 
Privates. 

2d.  Of  what  kind  and  quantity  of  provision;  a  Ration 
should  consist  ? 

Resolved,  That  it  be  as  follows  :  One  pound  of  beef  or 
three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  pork,  or  one  pound  of  salt 
fish,  per  day;  one  pound  of  bread  or  flour  per  day;  three 
pints  of  peas  or  beans  per  week,  or  vegetables  equivalent, 
at  six  Shillings  per  bushel  for  peas  or  beans;  one  pint  of 
milk  per  man  per  day,  or  at  the  rate  of  one  Penny  per 
pint ;  one  half  pint  of  rice,  or  one  i)int  of  Indian  meal,  per 
man  per  week  ;  one  quart  of  s|iruce  beer  or  cider  per  man, 
per  day,  or  nine  gallons  of  molasses  per  Company  of  one 
liuudred  men,  per  week  ;  three  pounds  of  candles  to  one 
hundred  men,  per  week,  for  squads  ;  twenty-four  pounds  of 
soft,  or  eight  pounds  of  hard  soap,  for  one  hundred  men, 
per  week. 

3  1.  What  is  the  best  method  of  providing  Arms  for  the 
Troops  to  be  engaged  in  the  new  Army? 

Agreed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Con- 
ventions or  Assemblies  of  the  Colonies,  respectively,  to  set 
and  keep  their  Gunsmiths  at  work  to  manufacture  good 
Firelocks  with  Bayonets;  each  Firelock, to  be  made  with 
a  good  Bridle  Lock,  three-quarters  of  an  inch  bore,  and  of 
good  substance  at  the  breech  ;  the  Barrel  to  be  three  feet 
eight  inches  in  length  ;  the  Bayonet  to  be  eighteen  inches 
in  the  blade  ;  with  a  steel  Ramrod,  the  iqiper  looj)  therefor 
being  trumpet-mouthed.  That  the  price  to  be  given  be 
fixed  by  the  Assembly  or  Convention,  or  Committee  of 
Safety  of  each  Colony,  and  to  import  all  that  can  be  pro- 
cured ;  and  that  the  good  Arms  of  such  soldiers  as  leave 
the  service,  be  retained  on  a  valuation  made  of  them. 


The  Committee  met.  Present  as  before. 

It  was  now  proposed  for  consideration,  uliat  will  he  the 
best  method  of  providing  Clothes  for  the  Troops  which 
are  to  comjiose  the  new  Army? 

Agreed,  That  the  Clothing  be  provided  by  the  Conti- 
nent, and  paid  for  by  stoppages  out  of  the  Soldiers'  wages, 
at  ten  Shillings  per  month  ;  that  as  much  as  possible  of  the 
Cloth,  for  this  purpose,  be  dyed  brown,  and  the  distinctions 
of  Regiments  made  in  the  facings;  also,  that  a  man  who 
brings  a  good  new  Blanket  into  the  camp,  should  be  al- 
lowed two  Dollars  therefor,  and  take  it  away  with  him  at 
the  end  of  the  campaign. 

2d.  What  is  the  best  method  of  getting  Provisions  fi^r 
the  Army? 

Agreed,  That  in  procuring  salt  Provisions,  it  will  be  best 
to  drive  tlie  Cattle  anrl  Hog*;,  at  proper  seasons,  to  the 
cam|i,  there  to  he  cured,  and  that  the  ^icic-Eiigland  Colo- 


nies can  supidy  the  Army  fully  with  these  articles.  That 
in  the  article  of  Bread  and  Flour,  the  Commissary  proceed 
in  the  way  he  has  done  for  some  time  past,  that  appearing 
both  safe  and  frugal. 

;3d.  By  whom  the  Officers  should  be  chosen  or  recom- 
mended, and  how  the  best  Officers  and  men,  in  the  present 
Army,  may  be  engaged  for  the  next,  making  a  complete 
arrangement  of  the  whole? 

Agreed,  That  such  Officers  as  have  served  in  the  present 
Army  to  approbation,  and  are  willing  to  stay,  be  preferred  ; 
if  there  are  more  of  them  than  are  necessary  for  the  new 
Army,  the  General  to  distinguish  such  as  he  deems  best 
qualified. 

Agreed,  upon  a  representation  from  the  General,  That 
it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legislatures  of  iVcif- 
England,  that  proper  authority  be  given  him  to  impress 
Carriages,  Vessels,  Horses,  and  other  things  necessary,  at 
a  reasonable  rate,  for  the  transjiortation  or  march  of  the 
Army,  or  any  part  of  it,  or  on  any  other  emergency;  and 
that  this  power  may  be  deputed  in  writing,  under  the  hand 
of  the  General,  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  or  to  any 
inferior  Officer,  who  are  to  be  accountable  for  any  abuse 
thereof.  _ 

Octobor^l,  177.^. 

iMembers  of  the  Conference  met.  Present  as  before,  ex- 
cept General  Sullivan. 

It  appearing,  on  a  fidi  discussion  and  consideration  of  all 
circumstances,  that  any  attempt  to  reduce  the  present  pay 
would  probably  prevent  the  Soldiers  re-enlisting,  and  that 
the  advancement  of  the  season  does  not  admit  of  any  de- 
lay in  proceeding  to  form  the  new  Army, 

Agreed,  That  it  be  proposed  to  the  Officers  now  serving 
in  the  present  Army,  that  they  signify  in  writing,  as  soon 
as  possil>le,  which  of  them  will  continue  to  serve  and  de- 
fend their  Country,  and  which  of  them  will  retire;  and 
that  such  Oflicers  as  propose  to  continue  in  the  service, 
and  arc  approved  by  the  General,  proceed  to  enlist  their 
men  into  the  Continental  service,  upon  the  same  pay  and 
allowance  of  provisions  as  is  now  given  ;  their  service  to 
continue  to  the  last  day  of  December,  1776,  subject  to  be 
discharged  at  any  time  by  the  Continental  Congress,  as  has 
been  heretofore  practised  in  the  like  cases. 

Agreed,  That  if,  upon  trial,  it  should  appear  that  the 
number  of  twenty  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  men,  before  resolved  upon,  cannot  be  raised  out  of  the 
present  Army,  that  then  the  Oflicers  appointed  for  the 
new  Army  recnnt  their  several  Regiments  and  Com|)anies 
to  their  fiill  com])lemcnt  ;  and  in  case  the  necessity  of  the 
service  should  ie(|uire  it,  the  General  be  empowered  to  call 
forth  the  .Minute-.Men  or  Militia  from  this  or  the  neighbour- 
ing Colonies,  according  to  the  nature  and  exigence  of  the 
service. 

The  Rules  and  Regidations  of  the  Continental  Army 
were  then  taken  under  consitleration,  and  the  following 
alterations  proposed,  viz: 

1.  All  persons  convicted  of  holding  a  treacherous  cor- 
respondence with  or  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  shall 
surter  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  a  General  Court- 
Marlial  shall  think  proper. 

Uotol.-r'ja,  1775. 

The  Members  of  the  Conference  met.  Present  as  yes- 
terday. 

The  Rules  and  Articles  of  the  Continental  Army  were 
again  considered. 

Agreed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legis- 
latures of  the  Colonies,  or  Conventions,  to  enact  a  law,  or 
])a3S  an  ordinance,  inflicting  the  following  punishment  upon 
such  as  harbour  Deserters,  knowing  them  to  be  such,  viz  : 
A  fine  upon  all  such  ofl(;nders,  not  less  than  thirty  nor 
more  than  fifty  Dollars  ;  and  in  case  of  inability  to  pay  the 
fine,  to  be  punished  wiili  «lil|ipin[;,  not  exceeding  thirty- 
nine  lashes  for  each  olicinc.  Thai  any  person  who  shall  ap- 
prehend a  Deserter,  and  lirin;;  him  to  the  Regiment  to 
which  he  belongs,  upon  a  certificate  thereof  by  the  Colonel 
or  commanding  ofiicer  of  such  Regiment,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  five  Dollars,  and  all  reasonable  expenses,  from 
the  Continental  Paymaslci-,  which  is  to  be  deiluctud  from 
the  pay  of  such  Soldier. 

2.  That  all  Coinmissioneil  Officers  fnund  guilty,  by  a 
General  Coiut-Maitial.  of  aiiv  hand  or  emljczzlement,  shall 
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linuing  an  Army,  for  the  defence  and  support  of  America 
and  its  liberties,  all  oflicers  who  decline  the  further  service 
of  their  Country,  and  intend  to  retire  from  the  Army  at  the 
expiration  of  their  present  term  of  service,  are  to  signify 
their  intentions,  in  writing,  to  their  Colonel,  which  he  is  to 
deliver,  with  his  own,  to  the  Brigadier-General  or  com- 
manding officer  of  his  Brigade.  Those  brave  men  and 
true  patriots  who  are  resolved  to  continue  to  serve  and 
defend  their  brethren,  privileges,  and  property,  are  to  con- 
sider themselves  engaged  to  the  last  day  of  December, 
1776,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  honourable  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  will  in  like  manner  signify  their 
intentions.  This  return  to  be  made  at  orderly  time,  flcd- 
nesilnij  next. 

Ilfad-Qimrlors,  Cinihrulrro,  OrloWr  'J3,  1775. 

(Paiolc,  linncock.)  (Cuunti-i-sigli,  Cujhiitj^.J 

Colonel  David  Brewer,  of  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Foot, 
tried  at  a  General  Court-Mailial,  whereof  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Thomas  was  President,  for  "  procuring  a  Lieutenant's 
commission  for  his  son,  an  inexperienced  boy  of  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years  of  age,  and  returning  him  as  in  the  publiek 
service  from  the  ^Ith  oi  April,  and  drawing  his  pay  for 
the  month  oi  August,  during  all  which  time  the  said  boy  was 
at  home,  in  his  father's  service,  contrary  to  the  repeated 
remonstrances  of  the  officers  of  the  Regiment;  and,  also, 
for  making  a  return  to  the  Committee  of  Supplies  for  a 
larger  number  of  blankets  than  were  requisite  for  said  Regi- 
ment ;  and,  also,  for  taking  the  men  fiom  the  publiek  ser- 
vice, in  the  Arniy,  and  employing  them  in  his  own  private 
business,  in  labour  on  his  farm."  The  Court-Martial,  on 
mature  consideration,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  two  last  arti- 
cles of  the  accusation  are  supported  fully  against  the  pri- 
soner, and  therefore  unanimously  adjudge,  that  Colonel 
David  Brewer  be  dismissed  the  service. 


Ueid-Quai-tc-rs,  C;mil.ridgo,  October  24,  1775. 
(Parole,  Trumliull.]  (Countersign,  Lmigilun.) 

The    General    approves   the   sentence   of  the   General 
Court-Martial,  in  yesterday's  orders. 


CO.MMITTEE     OF    CONFERENCK     WITH    THE     CO.MM.\.\DER-tN- 
CH[EF  TO   THE    PRHSIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

[Road  November  1,  1773.] 

Cambridge,  October  21,  1775. 

Sir:  We  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  15tli,  and  should 
have  proceeded  immediately  to  perlorm  the  duty  imposed 
by  the  Congress,  but  the  President  of  the  Congress  o{  New- 
Hampshire  was  detained,  by  the  illness  of  his  family,  from 
attending.  After  wailing  two  days  for  him,  it  was  de- 
termined to  call  in  General  iSidlivnn  to  represent  that  Colo- 
ny. The  President  joined  us  next  day,  and  we  have  been 
constantly  employed  in  the  consideration  of  the  many  im- 
portant matters  with  which  we  are  charged,  all  of  which  we 
iiope  will  be  finished  to-day. 

We  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  several  determinations  of 
ibis  meeting,  on  those  heads  on  which  the  Governours  of 
Rhode-Island  and  Connecticut,  the  Council  of  this  Pro- 
vince, the  President  of  the  Congress  of  Neiv-IIampshirc, 
together  with  the  General,  were  directed  to  be  consulted  : 
by  which  you  will  see  that  lliey  were  unanimously  of 
opinion,  nut  only  that  any  reduction  of  pay  was  absolutely 
impracticable,  bnt  that  a  bare  iiro|iosal  of  this  nature  would 
cause  such  discontents,  if  noi  nuilinies,  as  would,  perhaps, 
prove  the  ruin  of  the  Army.  We  are  sony  to  tind  this 
opinion  too  much  confirmed  by  the  dillicidty  that  occurs  in 
prevailing  on  the  troojis  of  L'oiuiectinit  to  cidibt  for  the 
month  of  December  only,  accordiii;^  to  the  directions  of 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  llioiii^ht  it  our  duly  to 
consent  that  the  General  bhouki  iuuiRdiaicly  inocecd  to  a 
new  enlistment  of  the  present  Army  for  the  next  year, 
wiihout  waiting  for  the  directions  of  Congress,  being  con- 
vinced, by  the  opinion  not  only  of  the  gentlemen  we  were 
directed  to  consult,  but  of  every  officer  we  conversed  with 
on  the  subject,  that  every  moment's  delay  was  big  with 
danger.  We  have,  however,  reserved,  in  the  lermsof  the 
new  enlistment,  a  right  in  Congress  to  disliand  at  [jleasure, 
without  laeiitioning  the  luonth's  addiiional  pay,  voted  the 


soldiers    in   case   they  bad   enlisted   at   five    Dollars    per 
month. 

Last  night  we  received  the  melancholy  account  of  the 
burning  the  Town  of  Falmouth  by  some  siiips,  sent  for  that 
purpose  by  Admiral  Graves,  the  commanding  oflicer  of 
which  declared  he  had  orders  to  destroy  every  sea-port  be- 
tween that  and  Boston.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  wliat  effects 
this  must  produce  in  this  camp  ;  every  soldier  who  came 
from  Falmouth  insisting  on  leave  to  go  and  take  care  of 
his  family,  and  to  find  a  place  for  them,  where  they  may 
be  covered  from  the  inclemency  of  the  approaching  winter. 
Indeed,  it  is  too  reasonable  a  request  to  be  refused.  Should 
the  same  fate  fill  to  the  share  of  many  such  Towns,  it  is 
easy  to  foretell  what  must  happen  to  the  Army,  especially 
^hould  it  happen  before  ihe  new  Army  is  enlisted.  This, 
we  boiie,  will  not  ordy  excuse  our  conduct,  hut  induce  Con- 
gress to  hasleii  their  determinalions  upon  this  matter. 

One  more  reason  for  despatch  is,  that  men  may  much 
more  probably  enlist  before,  than  afier,  they  feel  the  hartl- 
ships  of  a  winter  campaign. 

Upon  examining  the  journals  of  Assembly,  it  appears 
that  the  men  raised  in  the  years  17-58  and  1759,  by  this 
Colony,  received  fourteen  Pounds  bounty,  and  had  thirty- 
six  Shillings  per  month,  pay,  whicli,  as  their  engagements 
were  for  six  months  only,  was  much  higher  terms  than  the 
present,  when  no  other  bounty  is  allowed  than  a  coat  to 
each  man. 

We  are,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient, 
B.  Franklin, 
Benj.  Harrison, 
Thos.  Lynch. 
To  the  Hon.  Jolin  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  at  Philadelphia. 


PROCEElMNOS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CONFERENCE  AT  THE 
CAMP  AT  CAMBRIDGE. 

Minutes  of  a  Conference  of  the  Delegates  of  the  honour- 
able Continental  Congress,  the  Deputy-Goveriiours  of  Co?i- 
veciicut  and  Rhode-Island,  and  ihe  Committee  of  the  Coun- 
cil of37f(.?snt7iHicf<s-Z)'(((/,  with  General  fVashington,  he- 
gan  at  Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  October  18,  1775,  and 
continued  to  the  2'i6  of  the  same  month.  Present : 
His  Excellency  General  JVashingion. 

The  Hon.  Deputy-Governour  Grisicold  and  Nathaniel 
Wales,  Esq.,  Connecticut. 

The  Hon.  De[)uty-Governour  Cooke,  Rhode-Island. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Lynch,  DoclOT  Benjamin  Franklin, 
and  Colonel  Benjamin  Harrison,  Delegates  from  the  Con- 
gress. 

The  Hon.  Jaynes  Boivdoin,  Colonel  Otis,  fVilliam  Se- 
ver, and  fValter  Sjtooner,  Committee  of  Council  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay. 

The  Credentials  of  the  several  Members  of  this  Confer- 
ence for  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts-Bay,  were  then 
read. 

The  President  of  ihe  Provincial  Con\cntion  of  Ncic- 
Ilampshire  not  yet  attending,  General  Sullivan  was  desired 
to  attend  this  Conference,  and  took  his  seat  accordingly. 

The  Members  of  the  Conference  then  juoceeded  upon 
the  instructions  from  the  Congress,  which  were  read  through, 
and  then  again  se|)arately;  and  it  was  considered — 

1st.  To  cause  proper  methods  to  be  taken  for  continuing 
the  Connecticut  Troops  (now  near  Boston)  in  the  Conti- 
nental service,  u|ion  the  same  terms  as  thej'  are  at  present, 
until  the  last  day  of  next  December ;   hereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  ojiinion  of  the  Members  of  this 
Conference,  that  the  General  immediately  direct  the  Field- 
Officers  of  the  Connecticut  Troops,  that  they  consult  with 
their  inferior  oflicers  and  men,  and  endeavour  to  learn 
what  number  of  them  will  continue  in  the  service  to  the 
last  day  of  December,  upon  the  [iresent  terms,  and  that  as 
soon  as  possible. 

The  third  Instruction  was  then  read  by  paragraphs,  con- 
taining the  following  articles,  viz: 

First.  What  number  of  men  the  new  Army  before  Bos- 
ton should  consist  of? 

1st.  The  Committee  having  been  informed  that  this 
(jucstion  had  been  lately  ai^ilaled  in  the  Council  of  General 
Ollicers,   desired   the   result   might  be  commuiiicaled  ;   by 
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wliicli  it  appeared  that  it  was  ll)eir  unanimous  ojiiuion  that 
the  new  Army,  intended  to  lie  bcrore  Boston,  should  not 
consist  of  less  than  twenty  thousand  lliree  hundred  and 
seventy-two  men.  In  which  opinion,  on  a  consideration 
of  all  circumstances,  this  Committee  unanimously  concurs. 
Agreed,  including  Officers. 

Second.  What  should  be  the  pay  of  the  Ollicers  and  Pri- 
vates; that  of  some  of  the  former  in  llie  present  Army 
being,  it  is  apprehended,  too  low,  and  that  of  the  latter  too 
high  ? 

Answer.  That  of  the  Privates,  unanimously  agreed,  can- 
not be  reduced  ;  and  agreed,  by  a  majority,  lliat  raising  the 
pay  of  the  Officers  would  be  inconvenient  and  improper. 
It  was  also  unanimously  agreed,  that,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  the  proposition  of  lowering  the  pay  ol  the 
Troops  would  be  attended  with  dangerous  consetjuences. 


The  Members  of  the  Committee  to  confer  with  General 
Washington  met.     Present  as  }esterday. 

Matihctv  Thornton,  Eh[.,  President  of  the  Convention 
o(  JSeiv-Hampshire,  attending,  took  his  seat  this  day. 

It  was  now  proposed  for  consideration,  what  number  each 
Company  and  how  many  Companies  each  Regiment  should 
contain. 

Agreed,  unanimously,  That  each  Regiment  consist  of 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  men,  including  Officers  ; 
that  it  be  divided  into  eight  Companies,  each  Company  to 
consist  of  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four 
Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  two  Drums  or  Fifes,  seventy-six 
Privates. 

2d.  Of  what  kind  and  quantity  of  provisions  a  Ration 
should  consist? 

Resolved,  That  it  be  as  follows  :  One  pound  of  beef  or 
three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  pork,  or  one  pound  ot  salt 
fish,  per  day;  one  pound  of  bread  or  Hour  per  day;  three 
pints  of  peas  or  beans  per  week,  or  vegetables  equivalent,^ 
at  six  Shillings  per  bushel  for  peas  or  beans  ;  one  pint  ot 
milk  per  man  per  day,  or  at  the  rate  of  one  Penny  per 
pint;  one  half  pint  of  rice,  or  one  pint  o(  Indian  meal,  per 
man  per  week  ;  one  quart  of  s]iruce  beer  or  cider  jier  man, 
per  day,  or  nine  gallons  of  molasses  per  Coinpany  of  one 
liuiidred  men,  per  week  ;  three  ))ounds  of  candles  to  one 
hundred  men,  per  week,  for  squads  ;  twenty-four  pounds  of 
soft,  or  eight  pounds  of  hard  soap,  for  one  huntlred  men, 
per  week. 

0  1.  What  is  the  best  method  of  providing  Arms  for  the 
Troo|is  to  be  engaged  in  the  new  Army? 

Agreed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Con- 
ventions or  Assemblies  of  the  Colonies,  respfjctively,  to  set 
and  keep  their  Gunsmiths  at  work  to  manufacture  good 
Firelocks  with  Bayonets;  each  Firelock, to  be  made  with 
a  good  Bridle  Lock,  three-quarters  of  an  inch  bore,  and  of 
good  substance  at  the  breech  ;  the  Barrel  to  be  three  feet 
eight  inches  in  length  ;  the  Bayonet  to  be  eighteen  inches 
in  the  blade  ;  with  a  steel  Ramrod,  the  upper  loop  therefor 
being  trumpet-mouthed.  That  the  price  to  be  given  be 
fixed  by  the  Assembly  or  Convention,  or  Committee  of 
Safety  of  each  Colony,  and  to  import  all  that  can  be  pro- 
cured ;  and  that  the  good  Arms  of  such  soldiers  as  leave 
the  service,  be  retained  on  a  valuation  made  of  them. 


Orloljcr  20,  177.1. 

The  Committee  met.   Present  as  before. 

It  was  now  proposed  for  consideration,  what  will  be  tlie 
best  method  of  providing  Clothes  for  the  Troops  which 
are  to  compose  the  new  Army? 

Agreed,  That  the  Clothing  be  provided  by  the  Conti- 
nent, and  paid  for  by  stoppages  out  of  the  Soldiers'  wages, 
at  ten  Shillings  per  month  ;  that  as  much  as  possible  of'the 
Cloth,  for  this  purpose,  be  dyed  brown,  and  the  distinctions 
of  Regiments  made  in  the  facings  ;  also,  that  a  man  who 
brings  a  good  new  Blanket  into  the  camp,  should  be  al- 
lowed two  Dollars  therefor,  and  take  it  away  with  him  at 
the  end  of  the  campaign. 

2d.  What  is  the  best  method  of  getting  Provisions  for 
the  Army? 

Agreed,  That  in  procuring  salt  Provisions,  it  will  be  best 
to  drive  the  Cattle  and  Hogs,  at  proper  seasons,  to  the 
camp,  there  to  be  cured,  and  that  the  JS'ew-Enrrland  Colo- 


nies can  supply  the  Army  fully  with  these  articles.  That 
in  the  article  of  Bread  and  Flour,  the  Commissary  proceed 
in  the  way  he  has  done  for  some  time  past,  that  appearing 
both  safe  and  frugal. 

3d.  By  whom  the  Officers  should  be  chosen  or  recom- 
mended, and  how  the  best  Officers  and  men,  in  the  present 
Army,  may  be  engaged  lor  the  next,  making  a  complete 
arrangement  of  the  whole? 

Agreed,  That  such  Officers  as  have  served  in  the  present 
Army  to  approbation,  and  are  willing  to  slay,  be  preferred  ; 
if  there  are  more  of  them  than  are  necessary  for  the  new 
Army,  the  General  to  distinguish  such  as  he  deems  best 
qualified. 

Agreed,  upon  a  representation  from  the  General,  That 
it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legislatures  of  A'cu'- 
England,  that  proper  authority  be  given  him  to  impress 
Carriages,  Vessels,  Horses,  and  other  things  necessary,  at 
a  reasonable  rate,  for  the  transportation  or  march  ol  the 
Army,  or  any  part  of  it,  or  on  any  other  emergency;  and 
that  this  power  may  be  deputeil  in  writing,  under  the  hand 
of  the  General,  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  or  to  any 
inferior  Officer,  who  are  to  be  accountable  for  any  abuse 
thereof.  

October  21,  1775. 

Members  of  the  Conference  met.  Present  as  before,  ex- 
cept Gcnerdl  Sullivan. 

It  ap|)earing,  on  a  full  discussion  and  consideration  of  all 
circumstances,  that  any  attempt  to  reduce  the  present  pay 
would  probably  prevent  the  Soldiers  re-enlisting,  and  that 
the  advancement  of  the  season  does  not  admit  of  any  de- 
la)'  in  proceeding  to  form  the  new  Army, 

Agreed,  That  it  be  proposed  to  the  Officers  now  serving 
in  the  present  Army,  that  they  signify  in  writing,  as  soon 
as  possilile,  which  of  them  will  continue  to  serve  and  de- 
fend their  Country,  and  which  of  them  will  retire  ;  and 
that  such  Officers  as  propose  to  continue  in  the  service, 
and  are  approved  by  the  General,  proceed  to  enlist  their 
men  into  the  Continental  service,  upon  the  same  pay  and 
allowance  of  provisions  as  is  now  given  ;  their  service  to 
continue  to  the  last  day  of  December,  1776,  subject  to  be 
discharged  at  any  time  by  the  Continental  Congress,  as  has 
been  heretofore  practised  in  the  like  cases. 

Agreed,  That  if,  upon  trial,  it  should  appear  that  the 
number  of  twenty  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  men,  before  resolved  upon,  cannot  be  raised  out  of  the 
present  Army,  that  then  the  Officers  appointed  for  the 
new  Army  recruit  their  several  Regiments  and  Companies 
to  their  full  com|ilemcnt ;  and  in  case  the  necessity  of  the 
service  should  require  it,  the  General  be  empowered  to  call 
forth  the  Minute-Men  or  Militia  from  this  or  the  neighbour- 
ing Colonies,  according  to  the  nature  and  exigence  of  the 
service. 

The  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Continental  Army 
were  then  taken  under  consideration,  and  the  following 
alterations  proposed,  viz: 

1.  All  persons  convicted  of  holding  a  treacherous  cor- 
respondence with  or  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  shall 
suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  a  General  Couri- 
Martial  shall  thiidv  proper. 

Ootobor  22,  1775. 

The  Rlembers  of  the  Conference  met.  Present  as  yes- 
terday. 

The  Rules  and  Articles  of  the  Continental  Army  were 
again  considered. 

Agreed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legis- 
latures of  the  Colonies,  or  Conventions,  to  enact  a  law,  or 
pass  an  ordinance,  inflicting  the  following  punishment  upon 
such  as  harbour  Deserters,  knowing  them  to  be  such,  viz  : 
A  fine  upon  all  such  offenders,  not  less  than  thirty  nor 
more  than  fifty  Dollars  ;  and  in  case  of  inability  to  pay  the 
fine,  to  be  punished  with  whipping,  not  exceeding  thirty- 
nine  lashes  for  each  oflence.  That  any  person  who  shall  ap- 
prehend a  Deserter,  and  bring  him  to  the  Regiment  to 
which  he  belongs,  upon  a  certificate  thereof  by  the  Colonel 
or  commanding  officer  of  such  Regiment,  shall  be  entitled 
10  receive  five  Dollars,  and  all  reasonable  expenses,  from 
the  Continental  Paymaster,  which  is  to  be  deducted  from 
the  pay  of  such  Soldier. 

2.  That  all  Commissioned  Officers  found  guilty,  by  n 
General  Court-Martial,  of  anv  fraud  or  embezzlement,  shall 
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forfeit  all  his  pay,  be  ipso  facto  cashiered,  and  deemed  unfit 
for  further  service  as  an  Officer. 

That  all  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  con- 
victed, before  a  Regimental  Court-Marlial,  of  stealing,  em- 
l)ezzling,  or  destroying  Aniinunition,  Provisions,  Tools,  or 
any  thing  belonging  to  the  publick  stores,  if  a  Non-Com- 
niissioned  Officer,  to  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  punished 
with  \vhip|)ing,  not  less  than  fifteen  nor  more  than  thirty- 
nine  lashes,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court-Martial ;  if  a  pri- 
vate Soldier,  with  the  same  corporal  piniisliment. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legislatures  of 
the  Colonies  to  empower  the  Commander-in-Chief,  or  the 
Ollicer  commanillng  a  detachment  or  an  out-post,  to  ad- 
minister an  oath,  and  swear  any  jierson  or  persons  to  the 
truth  of  any  information  or  intelligence,  or  any  other  matter 
relative  to  the  publick  service. 

That  in  the  puinshment  of  cashieiing  a  Commissioned 
Oflicer  for  cowardice  or  fraud,  it  be  added  that  the  crime, 
name,  place  of  abode,  and  punishment  of  the  delinquent, 
bo  published  in  the  newspapers  in  and  about  the  camp, 
and  of  that  Colony  from  which  the  olTendcicame  or  usually 
resides;  after  which,  it  shall  be  deemed  scandalous  in  any 
Officer  to  associate  with  him. 

That  the  Third  Article  of  the  Rides,  &c.,  be  amended 
by  making  the  punishment  refer  to  the  Second  instead  of 
the  First  Article. 

That  the  Filth  Arlicle  be  amended  by  making  the  offence 
punishable  with  death,  or  otherwise,  at  the  discietion  of  a 
General  Court-Martial. 

That  the  Eighth  Article  be  amended  to  make  deserters 
to  the  enemy,  wdio  may  afterwards  fall  into  oin-  hands, 
punisliable  with  death,  or  otherwise,  at  the  discretion  of  a 
General  Court-iVlartial. 

That  Articles  Twenty  and  Twenty-One  be  amended  by 
punishing  the  offences  therein  specified,  in  the  following 
manner,  viz:  An  Oflicer  offending,  to  be  cashiered  and 
drummed  out  of  the  Army  with  infamy;  a  private  Soldier, 
to  be  whipped  not  less  than  twenty  nor  more  than  thirty- 
nine  hishes,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence. 

That  the  Seventeenth  Arlicle  be  amended  by  expressing 
the  following  punishment,  viz:  Tlie  Officer  to  be  mulcted 
one  month's  pay  for  the  first  offence,  cashiered  for  the 
second  ;  a  Soldier  to  be  closely  confined  seven  days,  on 
broad  and  water,  for  the  first  offence,  for  the  second  of- 
fence the  same  punishment,  and  a  forfeiture  of  one  week's 
pay. 

That  the  Twenty-Filth  Arlicle  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  word  immediately ;  and  after  the  word  death,  sub- 
stiluting  the  words  by  any  person  on  the  spot. 

That  the  Twenty-Ninth  Article  be  amended  by  making 
the  embezzlement  of  the  stores  therein  mentioned  punished 
as  the  like  oflence  upon  the  stoi'es  mentioned  in  the  Fif- 
teenth Article  of  the  Rules  and  Regidationsof  the  Army. 

That  the  Thirtieth  Article  be  amended  by  making  the 
offencis  punishable  as  the  breach  of  the  Twentieth  and 
Tweniy-Fiist  y\rticles,  together  with  a  forfeiture  of  all  share 
of  |>luuder  taken  from  the  enemy. 

That  the  Fifty-Fifth  Article  bo  amondod  by  expressing 
the  punishment,  viz:  cashiering  and  mulcting  of  his  pay. 

That  the  Fifty-Seventh  Article  be  amended  so  as  to 
iiicUulo  all  Surgeons  and  their  Mates,  and  to  make  the 
oflence  of  giving  a  false  certificate  of  health  punishable  as 
a  false  certificate  with  icspeet  to  absence. 

It  appearing  that  both  General  and  Special  Orders  are 
not  duly  obeyed. 

Agreed,  That  it  bi;  iiroinnioiidod  lo  llio  honourable 
(!inigress  to  form  a  now  Arlirlo,  by  uhich  Oliieers  or  Sol- 
diors  wilfully  or  negligenlly  disiibeying  such  orders,  be 
punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  Regimental  Court-.Martial 
when  the  offence  is  against  a  Regimental  Order ;  by  a  Gen- 
eral Comt-Martial  when  the  oifeiiee  is  against  an  order 
given  from  the  Comniandor-in-i'hief,  or  the  commanding 
olficer  of  any  detachment  or  post,  and  such  General  Court- 
.Martial  can  be  had. 

The  Committee  then  pioceeded  to  llio  cou'^idoialion  of 
such  matters  as  have  been  mi.'ulioned  iu  llieGoiierars  let- 
tors  to  the  Congress,  upon  which  no  order  has  been  made  ; 
and 

gard  to  \).n-UH-  Church  !  If  gm'lly,  the  Articles  f.r  the 
^overninonl  of  the  Army  point  out  a  very  inade(|uate  pim- 


ishment,  and  to  set    him  at  liberty  must  be  exceedingly 
dangerous  ? 

U|)on  a  discussion  of  all  circumstances,  it  was  agreed  to 
refer  Doctor  Church,  for  trial  and  punishment,  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  but  no  procedure  to  be 
had  hereupon  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Congress  be  known 
on  the  late  ap|)lication  made  by  the  General. 

2d.  What  (iistinctions  are  necessary  to  be  made  between 
Vessels  and  Cargoes  taken  by  the  Armed  Vessels  in  the 
pay  of  the  Continent,  and  those  taken  by  individuals? 
Should  not  the  fitting  out  Privateers,  by  individuals,  be 
done  under  some  authority,  and  accidental  captures  sub- 
ject to  some  regidations,  to  prevent  piracies  and  other  capi- 
tal abuses  w  hich  may  arise  ? 

Agreed,  That  the  General  Court  ought,  properly,  to  take 
cognizance  of  all  Armed  Vessels  fitted  out  by  individuals 
in  this  Province,  and  that  commissions  should  be  granted 
in  such  cases,  or  at  least  the  captures  made  under  some 
authority.  That  the  captmes  made  by  Armed  Vessels,  in 
the  pay  of  the  Continent,  be  disposed  of  by  the  General, 
for  the  publick  use,  until  the  Continental  Congress  give 
further  directions. 

The  Delegates  then  proposed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Members,  what  number  of  effective  men  it  may  be  expect- 
ed that  the  Co\on\es  of  New- Ilamp'ihirc,  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode-Island,  cou\d  and  would  fur- 
nish by  the  10th  of  March  next,  and  on  what  terms? 

The  Massachusetts  Gentlemen  were  of  opinion  that  twen- 
ty thousand  effective  men  might  be  raised  in  their  Province, 
to  serve  the  next  campaign,  if  absolutely  necessary,  on  the 
terms  of  the  ])resent  Army,  (viz:  a  coat,  forty  Shillings 
per  month,  one  month's  wages  being  advanced,)  and  a 
greater  number  to  come  in  on  a  special  emergency. 

The  Connecticut  Gentlemen  were  of  opinion  that  eight 
thousand  men  may  be  raised  in  their  Province  for  the  next 
campaign,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  present,  viz :  forty 
Shillings  per  month,  and  forty  Shillings  bounty. 

The  President  of  jSeiv- Hampshire  Convention  gave  his 
ojiinion  that  his  Colony  could  and  would  furnish  three  thou- 
sand men,  for  the  next  camiiaign,  at  the  rate  of  forty  Shil- 
lings ])er  month,  without  a  bounty,  unless  a  bounty  was 
given  in  the  adjoining  Colonies,  in  which  case  they  would 
expect  it. 

The  Ciovcruour  of  Rhode-hlnnd  gave  his  O]iinion  that 
that  Province  could  not  go  ftuihcr  than  they  have  done 
this  campaign,  viz  :  to  raise  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  on 
the  same  terms. 

Upon  considering  the  additional  instruction,  it  was  unani- 
mously agreeil,  that  the  number  of  Forces  necessary  for 
the  Northern  Department  depended  so  much  upon  events, 
and  particularly  the  success  of  the  present  expedition 
against  Canada,  that  no  probable  calculation  can  be  niado 
at  this  time  ;  therefore  deferred. 

It  was  then  deliberated,  what  should  be  done  with  Tory 
property;  how  is  it  to  be  applied  or  treated  ?  Some  of 
the  Tories  have  estates  near  the  Camp  at  Cambridge, 
which  have  wood  upon  them,  and  other  articles  wanted  for 
the  Army;  ought  they  to  be  meddled  with? 

Ai^rerd.  That  the  determination  of  this  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Conuros.. 

The  (icnoial  thou  proposed  tlie  following  (picstion  : 

Should  there  not  l)e  a  rcasonabh;  price  fixed  upon  AVood, 
Hay,  and  other  articles  wanted  for  the  .\rmy,  to  prevent 
imposition  and  extortion  ? 

Agreed,  That  if  it  be  indispensably  necessary,  such  arti- 
cles should  be  taken  at  a  valuation,  and  that  a  regulation, 
corresjionding  herowiih,  be  recommended  to  the  General 
Court  of  this  Province. 

The  Conference  thou  bi-oke  up  with  the  several  (iovern- 
onrs  of  Connecticut  and  llhinh-Ishmd,  the  President  of 
New-Hampshire,  and  the  Council  of  Massnchusctts-Bay; 
and  the  Delegates  then  proceeded  to  confer  with  the  Gen- 
eral on  several  other  matters  of  general  concern. 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing  are  Minutes  of  the 
Conference  held  pursuant  to  the  instructions  of  the  ho- 
nourable Continental  Congress  to  the  Honourable  Thomas 
Lynch,  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Colonel  Benjamin 
Harrison,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  General,  the  above 
(iovernours,  the  l^iesi(f'ut  of  the  Conveutiun  of  Vcic- 
Uainpihire,  and  the  Council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  on  the 
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most  eflectiial  nielliotl  of  coiuinuinu 
laiing  a  Coniincnlal  Army. 

Joseph  Reed,  Sccrctanj. 


MINUTES     OF     A    CONFEItKNCE    WITH     THI 
COMMITTEE   OF   CONFEUEN 


GENERAL    BY    A 


Octol.cr  23,  1775. 

The  Delegates  now  proceeded  to  confer  with  General 
Washington,  as  well  on  sundry  matte; 3  menlioned  in  his 
letters  to  the  Congress,  Li|jon  which  no  oriler  hail  heen 
made,  as  also  upon  other  matters  occurring  in  the  course 
of  this  husiness,  viz : 

1st.  In  the  new  establishment  of  the  Army,  should  the 
General  OlHcers  be  allowed  Regiments,  and  the  Field-OiH- 
cers  Companies? 

Agreed  in  the  negative  unanimously. 

2d.  The  affairs  of  the  Hospital  require  a  Director-Gen- 
eral, if  Doctor  Church  is  unworthy  of  continuing  in  that 
office.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hand,  late  a  Surgeon  in  the 
Army,  and  Doctor  Foster,  are  the  only  two  who  have  made 
application  for  the  office  to  tb.e  Genei-al. 

Agreed,  That  this  be  referred  wholly  to  the  Congress. 

3d.  in  what  light  are  Vessels,  which  are  made  captures 
of,  with  their  Cargoes,  to  he  considered  ?  that  is,  what  part 
is  to  be  assigned  the  captors,  in  the  pay  of  the  Continent, 
and  where  Vessels  are  fitted  out  at  the  pi.blick  expense, 
and  how  is  the  residue  of  the  Cargo  and  Vessel  to  be  dis- 
posed of? 

The  instructions  given  by  the  General,  to  the  Armed 
Vessels  now  out,  being  considered,  wei'o  approved,  except 
that  one-third  of  the  whole  capture  be  allowed  the  Ollicers 
and  men,  without  any  reserve. 

4th.  What  is  to  be  done  with  Prisoners  taken  in  trans- 
ports by  Vessels,  either  in  the  Continental  pay  or  others  ? 
Are  they  to  be  rletained  as  Prisoners,  or  released?  If  the 
former,  what  distinctions  are  to  be  made  between  those 
taken  by  the  Continental  Vessels  and  others  ?  in  respect 
to  the  General's  cognizance  of  them  is  meant. 

Agreed,  That  all  persons  taken  in  arms,  on  board  any 
prize,  be  deemed  Prisoners,  at  the  disposal  of  the  General, 
as  well  such  prizes  as  are  taken  by  Vessels  filled  out  in  the 
pay  of  the  Continent,  as  others.  That  all  Vessels,  em- 
ployed meiely  as  transports,  and  unarmed,  with  their  crews, 
i)e  set  at  liberty,  upor  giving  security  to  return  to  Europe  ; 
but  that  this  indidgence  be  not  extended  longer  than  to  the 
1st  of  April  next. 

.5th.  In  what  manner  are  Prisoners  to  be  treated,  what 
allowance  made  them,  and  how  are  they  to  be  clothed? 

Agreed,  That  they  be  treated  as  Prisoners  of  War,  but 
with  humanity,  and  the  allowance  of  provisions  to  be  the 
rations  of  the  Army;  that  the  Officers,  being  in  pay,shoidd 
supply  themselves  with  clothes,  their  bills  to  be  taken  there- 
for ;  the  Soldiers  furnished  as  they  now  are. 

6tb.  Suppose  Troops  should  he  landed  at  iVf(r- ForA", 
is  it  expected  that  any  part  of  the  Army  before  Z?os/o;i  be 
detached  while  the  Ministerial  Troops  remain  there  ? 

Agreed,  That  the  nu.nber  of  men  in  the  new  Army 
being  calculated  to  oppose  the  Avniy  at  Boston,  it  is  not 
expected  that  the  General  should  detach  any  part  of  it  to 
New-York  or  elsewhere,  unless  it  appears  to  him  neces- 
sary so  to  do  for  the  common  safety. 

7tli.  Ouglit  not  Negroes  to  be  excluded  from  the  new 
enlistment,  especially  such  as  are  slaves?  all  were  thought 
improper  by  the  Council  of  Officers. 

Agreed,  That  they  be  rejected  altogether. 

8ih.  IIow  often  should  the  Troops  be  paid?  The  Gen- 
eral Officers  were  divided  upon  this  point;  some  were  for 
a  payment  per  month,  otheis  every  tiu'ee  months. 

Agreed,  That  they  be  paid  monthly. 

9th.  Ar -^  the  Rations  which  have  been  allowed  the  Offi- 
cers, and  have  issued,  (an  account  thereof  given  to  the 
Congress,  and  now  laid  before  the  Committee,)  agreeable? 

Agreed,  That  the  present  allowance  be  continued,  as 
being  usual  and  necessary. 

lOtli  Is  it  advisable  to  propose  an  exchange  of  Prison- 
ers ?  Should  any  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  the  Army 
or  Navy,  now  in  our  power,  be  given  up  for  any  except 
the  Officers  and  So'dici-s  oi  ihe  American  Army? 

Agreed,  That  an  exchange  will  be  proper — Citizens  for 


Citizens,  Officers  for  Officers  of  equal  rank,  and  Soldiers 
for  Sokliers. 

11th.  A  proposition  has  been  made  in  behalf  of  Ensign 
Moland,  to  go  and  reside  among  his  friends  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, giving  his  parole;   would  this  be  disagreeable  ? 

Agreed,  That  mider  all  circumstances  it  is  best  he  should 
remain  where  he  is. 

12th.  Artificers  of  dilferent  sorts  have  been  employed 
on  the  best  terms  they  could  be  got,  but  may  never- 
theless appear  high,  none  having  less  than  one  Shilling 
extraordinary  for  every  day  they  work;  some  have  four 
Pounds  ten  Shillings  per  month,  and  with  great  difficulty 
got  on  these  terms.      Is  this  agreeable  ? 

Agreed,  That  it  is,  and  that  the  General  go  on  upon 
the  present  agreement,  as  being  the  best  that  can  probably 
bo  made. 

I3ih.  The  Rifle  Companies  have  exceeded  their  estab- 
lishment in  point  of  numbers,  but  have  nevertheless  been 
paid,  as  they  had  no  more  Officers  than  were  allowed  by 
Congress.      Is  this  right  ? 

Agreed,  That  the  General  pick  out  fr.jm  each  Com- 
pany such  as  are  not  marksmen,  and  dismiss  them  in  such 
manner  as  will  be  safest,  vviili  an  allowance  of  [lay  to  go 
home,  if  they  do  not  choose  to  enlist  iniw  other  corps; 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  that  all  receive  their  |)ay. 

14ili.  Very  unhappy  disputes  prevail. d  in  the  Regi- 
ment of  Artillery.  Colonel  Gridley  is  become  very  ob- 
noxious to  that  corps,  and  the  General  is  informed  (hat  he 
will  prove  the  destruction  of  the  Regiment,  if  coniinued 
therein.      What  is  to  be  done  in  ihis  case  ? 

Agreed,  That  as  all  Officers  must  be  approved  by  the 
General,  if  it  shall  ajipear,  in  forming  a  new  Aiiny,  that 
the  difference  is  irreconcileable.  Colonel  Gridley  be  dis- 
missed in  some  honouiable  way;  anil  that  the  half  pay 
which  he  renounced,  by  entering  into  \\\g  American  Army, 
ought  to  be  compensated  to  him. 

I5th.  Artillery  of  different  kinds  will  be  wanted.  IIow 
is  it  to  be  got,  and  where  ? 

Agreed,  That  what  can  be  s|iared  from  Aew-York  and 
Crown  Point  be  procured. 

16th.  Engineers  are  also  much  wanted.  \Vheie  can  they 
be  got  ? 

Agreed,  To  recommend  to  the  Congress  Henry  Knox, 
Esq.,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Putnam,  who  have  skill  in 
this  branch,  as  Assistant  Engineers,  with  suitable  pay,  and 
rank  as  Lieutenant-Colonels;  the  present  pay  of  Assistant 
Engineers  being  deemed  loo  small. 

17th.  Several  Indian  Chiefs  of  the  St.  Frcnii.'ois,  Pe- 
nobscot, Stockbridge,  and  St.  Johns  Tribes,  have  been  to 
offer  their  services,  and  told  they  would  be  called  for  when 
wanted,  and  dismissed  with  presents.  Ought  they  to  be 
called,  if  a  necessity  for  them  should  ai)pear,  and  is  tlio 
giving  thein  presents  pioper  ? 

Agreed,  That  these  Indians,  or  others,  may  be  called  on 
in  case  of  real  necessity,  and  that  the  giving  them  presents 
is  both  suitable  and  proper. 

18th.  Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  have  Expresses  jjost- 
ed  along  the  roads,  at  diQerent  distances,  (persons  of  cha- 
racter,) for  the  pmpose  of  conveying  early  and  frequent 
intelligence  ? 

Agreed,  That  such  a  regulation  is  highly  necessary,  but 
that  the  mode  of  carrying  it  into  execution  be  left  to  the 
Congress. 

PJlh.  Lead  and  Flints  are  much  wanted.  Where  and  in 
what  (juantities  can  they  be  had  ? 

Agreed,  That  as  much  Lead  as  can  be  spared  fi'om  the 
Koriljern  Department,  and  is  wanted  here,  should  be  sent 
down  from  Ticonderoga,  and  all  other  supplies  of  these 
articles  attended  to. 

20th.  Several  issuing  Commissaries  and  Clerks  are 
necessarily  employed  imder  the  Commissary -General,  for 
which  no  provision  is  made.  Several  Assistant  Quarter- 
masters are  also  employed,  in  order  to  discharge  that  duty. 
A  Clerk  is  and  always  has  been  found  necessary  to  assist 
in  the  office  of  the  Adjutant-General.  What  p;!y  should 
be  allowed  them  ? 

The  Commissary  being  sick,  and  unable  to  explain  the 
duty  of  those  Commissaries,  Clerks,  Sic,  Agreed,  That  he 
draw  np  a  Memorial  to  the  Congress,  stating  the  ranks, 
dutit":,  &,c.,   of  the  several  ofticers  under  him  ;    that  the 
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Quartermaster-General  do  tlie  same,  to  enable  the  Con- 
gress to  fix  the  pioportion  of  pay  to  he  allowed  them. 
That  these  Memorials  be  first  shown  to  the  General,  and 
by  him  transmitted  to  the  Congress. 

21st.  Six  Vessels,  armed,  are  now  fitted  out  and  fitting, 
upon  tlie  best  terms,  to  intercept  the  enemy's  sup|)lies. 
\Vill  this  be  agreeable  to  the  Congress; 

Agreed,  That  the  Commiltee  approve  of  the  scheme, 
and  will  recommend  it  to  the  Congress. 


Oct  olid-  L!l, 
Conference 


The  Committee   ]iroceeded  in 
General's  queries,  viz  : 

1st.  When  the  Army  receives  such  supplies  of  Powder 
as  to  be  enabled  to  s|)are  some  lo  the  country,  how  and 
upon  what  terms  is  it  to  be  done  : 

Agreed,  That  it  be  sold  to  them  at  a  reasonable  price. 

2d.  Tents,  if  the  Army  should  have  occasion  to  take  the 
Geld,  will  be  indispensably  necessary  for  the  Ofiicers  and 
men.  How  are  they  to  be  provided,  and  are  the  Ofiicers  to 
be  allowed  any? 

Agreed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  honourable 
Congress  to  pay  an  early  attention  lo  this  article,  and,  if 
the  pay  of  the  Oflicers  is  not  considerably  increased,  that 
Tents  be  allowed  them. 

The  General  informed  the  Committee  that  he  had  given 
particular  orders  that  all  the  Tents,  now  in  use,  should  be 
carefully  packed  up  in  proper  places  during  the  winter. 

The  Council  of  War  lately  held,  having,  in  consequence 
of  an  intimation  from  the  Congress,  deliberated  on  the 
expediency  of  an  attack  upon  Boston,  and  determined  that 
at  present  it  was  not  practicable,  the  General  wishes  to 
know  how  far  it  may  be  deemed  proper  and  advisable  to 
avail  liimself  of  the  season  to  destroy  the  Troops,  who  pro- 
pose to  winter  at  Boston,  by  a  bombardment,  when  the 
liarbour  is  blocked  uji;  or,  in  other  words,  whether  the 
loss  of  the  Town,  and  the  property  therein,  are  to  be  so 
considered  as  that  an  attack  upon  the  Troops  there  should 
be  avoided,  when  it  evidently  appears  that  the  To«  n  must 
of  conse([uence  be  destroyed. 

The  Committee  were  of  opinion  this  is  a  matter  of  too 
much  im|)ortance  to  be  determined  by  them,  therefore  refer 
it  to  the  Congress. 

The  General  now  requested  that  the  Committee  would 
represent  to  the  Congress  the  necessity  of  having  Money 
constantly  and  regularly  sent,  and  that  some  regulation, 
upon  this  head,  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible.  Also, 
that  the  Congress  would  be  pleased  to  establish  or  recom- 
mend it  to  the  Legislature  ol'  this  Province  to  establish  some 
court  for  the  ti'ial  and  condenuiation  of  Vessels  taken  from 
the  enemy,  so  that  they  may  Ic  di- rni','ui,-,hed  fioni  those  of 
a  dilll'rent  character,  and  ail  abuses  prevented  as  much  as 
])ossible. 

A  true  copy  of  llie  Minutes  of  the  Conference  held  by 
the  DeleL'ales  from  the  Continenlal  Congress  with  General 
fVashington.  ,  n  *.•       < 

Hi-ad-tjuartcrs,  Cambridgp,  OclnlHi- ■.' I,  K?."). 


MDMOHIAI,   Of   TIIF.   .Tl   11(;K     A1)V(M  ATf.    AT   CA.M13RID0E. 

lii  marks  on  the  Biilrs  and  Articles  for  the  government  of 
the  (_'onlinent(tl  Troops. 
It  has  been  objected  lo  this  Military  Code,  thai  most  of 
the  offences  described  in  it  are  |!unishablc  by  a  General 
Com-t-JMartial  only.  Exjierience  has  shown  the  inconve- 
niences of  this,  and  given  weight  to  the  objection.  The 
time  it  takes  to  assemble  a  General  Court-Martial,  which, 
by  the  Thirty-Third  Article,  must  consist  of  thirteen  mem- 
i)crs  at  least,  joined  to  the  injury  of  inking  olllrers  fiom 
other  duty,  are  sullicicut  reas<iiis,  wlilinul  ailihicin'j  olhcrs, 
to  enlarge  the  jurisdiction  of  ihf  KrL'inMMii:il  ( 'om  is-;\Iar- 
tial,  by  lessening  the  number  of  niuic-  liiaMr  by  (ieneral 
ones.  It  has  been  said  thai  ihe  men  who  compose  our 
Army  arc  American  citizens,  and  have  been  always  pos- 
sessed of  the  jirivilenes  of  the  connnon  law,  one  grand 
right  of  which  is  ninj  by  jury;  ami,  lo  reconcile  them  to  the 
summary  mode  of  prDciciliii^s  in  (.'.DUits-.Martial,  lliey  are 
tried  by  thirteen,  wlii'di  is  one  mi)|-e  than  a  petty  jury  con- 
sists of:  am!  thus,  while  the  idea  of  a  jury  i-  kept  up.  the 


delinquent  will  more  jjatiently  submit  to  the  adjudications 
of  the  Court. 

To  this  it  is  answered,  when  a  man  assumes  the  soldier 
he  lays  aside  the  citizen,  and  must  be  content  to  submit  to 
a  temporary  relincjuishment  of  some  of  his  civil  rights;  llie 
brave  and  virtuous  admit  the  reasonableness  of  this,  and 
men  of  opposite  characters  are  not  to  be  talked  with.  The 
service  is  greatly  hurt  by  a  General  Court-Martial  sitting 
constantly;  but  it  must  be  so  till  fewer  ofiences  are  made 
cognizable  by  such  a  Court  alone,  or  until  the  Army  is  re- 
duced.    'Vo  obviate  these  difficulties,  it  is  proposed — 

That  the  oll'ences  mentioned  in  the  Eighlh,  Ninth, 
T\\euty-l''irst,  and  Twenty-Second  Articles,  and  ordereii 
to  be  brought  before  a  General  Court-lMarlial,  be  in  future 
tried  by  a  Regimental  Couit-Martial. 

Ry  Articles  Nineteenth,  Twenty-Fourth,  and  some 
others,  the  Commissioned  Officers,  for  failure  of  duty,  liic, 
are  punishable  by  a  Regimental  Court-.Martial.  This,  it  is 
|)resumed,  was  not  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the 
Articles.  An  amendment  of  each  of  these  Articles  should 
be  made,  or  a  general  one  added,  subjecting  all  offences 
of  the  Commissioned  Officers  to  the  juilgment  of  a  Gen- 
eral Court-Martial  only. 

It  is  a  conqilaint  that,  in  several  instances,  the  offences 
are  not  sufficiently  defined,  and  that  the  punishments  are 
left  too  much  at  discretion.  It  is  hoped,  if  the  Articles  are 
revised,  this  observation  will  have  attention  paid  to  it. 

The  Fifty-First  Article  ordains  that  capital  pimishment 
shall  be  iiiHictcd  in  no  instance  except  in  cases  expressly 
mentioned,  which  are  in  Articles  Twenty-Fifth,  Twenty- 
Sixth,  Thirty-First ;  to  which  should  have  been  added  the 
offence  "of  corres|)onding  and  giving  intelligence  to  the 
enemy,"  punishable  by  Twenty-Eighih  Article.  If  any 
crime  can  deserve  death  in  a  camp,  SLuely  this  must;  as  by 
such  villany  the  best  concerted  enter|)rise  may  be  defeated, 
and  an  army  destroyed. 

Death  ought  to  be  the  punishment  of  mutiny,  {vide  Ar- 
ticle Fifth,)  according  to  the  aggravation  of  the  offence,  as 
this  crime  may  be  productive  of  fatal  effects;  and,  for  the 
same  reason,  desertion  to  the  enemy  should  be  made 
capital. 

The  punishment  of  llagcllation  (limited  by  Fifty-First 
Article  to  thirty-nine  lashes)  is  thought  badly  calculated  to 
maintain  that  discipline,  without  which  an  army  is  but  an 
armed  rabble.  There  have  been  insianccs,  where  offences 
have  been  aggravated,  that  the  Court-Alartial  have,  when 
they  could  fairly  do  it,  adjudged  the  offence  to  be  a  breach 
of  diflerent  Articles,  and  ordered  thirty -nine  lashes  for  the 
breach  of  each  Article,  and  thereby  proportioned  the  pun- 
ishment to  the  crime.  But  there  are  many  reasons  against 
this  management.  New-England  people  are  not  so  bigoted 
to  Mosaick  institutions  as  is  imagined.  V\'as  wiiipping  con- 
fined to  one  hundred  lashes,  instead  of  thiity-nine,  it  would 
not  be  objected  to  by  any  man  who  knows  the  nature  of  a 
camp.  Nine-tenths  of  the  officers  who  compose  the  pre- 
sent Army  think  this  addition  absolutely  necessary. 

The  lirst  paragraph  of  the  Third  Article  is  nugatory, 
because    the   Article    it    refers   lo   has  no  jienalty  annexed 

If  Ihe  form  of  the  oath  is  added  to  the  Thirty-Third  in- 
stead of  the  Fifty-Third  Article,  this  last  Article  will  be 
found  superfluous. 

In  Article  Twenty-First,  the  punishment  should  be  ex- 
pressed. 'I'oo  much  severity  can  haidly  be  shown  to  this 
oflence,  which  may  be  attended  v.itli  the  most  destructive 
consequences. 

In  addition  to  the  provision  made  a:;aiiist  filse  nmsters, 
false  returns.  Sec,  a  general  Article  should  bo  inserted, 
prohibiting  and  punishing  e\-ery  species  of  fraud.  The 
infamous  arts  which  peculation  and  avarice  have  practised, 
to   cheat   the    puhlick,  render  an   Article  of  this  kind   ex- 


iMKMOKlAI,     KItOM    .!( 1 1 1 N     fAHKE     AM)    JOHN    0 .    FRAZICR    TO 

Tiir.  coMMiTrr.i;  of  eoNfiiiF.ss. 

To  the  Ilononrnhlc  the  Committee  of  Congress  : 

(iKN-ri.r.MKN  :   We  do  not  intend  to  claim  any  exlraordi- 


^,  or  to   lake   an   ungenerou? 
)fihe  times,    ^\'e  do  not  wisi; 
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for  emoluments,  but  the  proper  supplies  of  necessity  and 
convenience  ;  wishing  for  nolbiiin;  more  than  what  our  situa- 
tion in  tlie  Army  requires.  Your  Honours  have  been  tlemen 
pleased  to  fix  a  certain  ration  of  money  and  provisions  for 
our  accommodation,  which,  as  we  have  no  authority  to  con- 
tradict, we  would  wish  your  Honours  would  take  the  matter 
into  your  further  consideration,  whether  the  rank  of  a  Cap-      Assist( 


tain,  with  six  Pounds  per  month,  will  defray  our  expenses, 

or  compensate  for  the  constant  trouble  and  iatigue  of,  (Jen- 

your  obliged  bumble 


servants, 
John  Parke, 
Assistant  (Quartermaster  at  Roxlury. 
John  G.  Fkazkr, 
(Quartermaster  at  Winter  and  frospect  Hills 


General  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  commanded  Inj  his  Ercellenry  CF.oRfiE  Washington,  Ksquire, 
General  and  Commander-in-Chief  Head- (Quarters  at  Cahbridce,  Octobku  17,  1775. 


1.  Colonol  Fryc's 

2.  Colonol  Thompson's 

3.  Colonel  Read's 

4.  Colonel  Lsarned's 

5.  Colonel  Nixon's 

6.  Colonel  Stark's 

7.  Colonel  J.  Brewer's 

8.  Colonel  Fellows's 

9.  Colonel   D.  Brewer's  

10.  Colonel  Prescott's 

11.  Colonel  Poor's 

12.  Colonol  Varnum's 

13.  Colonel  Parsons's 

14.  Colonel  Hitchcock's 

15.  Colonel  Church's 

16.  Colonel  Cotton's 

17.  Colonel  Little's 

18.  Colonel  Danielson's 

19.  Colonel  Mansfield's 

20.  Colonel  Reed's,  of  Uxbridge.... 
at.  Colonel  Glover's 

22.  Colonel  Walker's 

23.  Colonel  VVhitcomb's 

24.  Colonel  Doolittle's 

25.  Colonel  Woodbridgo's 

26.  Colonel  Paterson's 

27.  Colonel  Bridge's 

28.  Colonel  Sargent's  

29.  Colonel  Huntington's 

30.  Colonel  Scammons's 

31.  Colonel  Fhinney's 

32.  Colonel  Ward's 

33.  Colonel  Wylley's 

34.  Colonel  Storrs's 

35.  Colonel  Bailey's 

36.  Colonel  Greaton's 

37.  Lute  Colonel  Gardner's 

38.  Late  Colonel  Gerrish's.. 

39.  Colonel  Webb's 

Four  Companies  Riflemen,  from  Va 


Two  Con 


1  Colo 


el  Hinman 


ment,  and  four  Independent  Compaii 
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Inventory  of  Ordnance  and  Stores  necessary  for  the  pre- 
sent Army,  supposing  it  to  consist  of  twcnti/  thousand 
Men. 

Ccunbridgo,  October  20,  1775. 

Cannon,  viz:  24  and  18  pounders,  (battering  cannon,) 
36  ;  12  and  9  pounders,  20  ;  6,  4,  and  3  pounders,  (small 
cannon  and  field-pieces,)  40 — tolal,  100 — with  carriages 
and  implements  complete. 

Mortars,  viz  :  10  inch  mortars,  G  ;  S  inch  do.,  2  :  7  inch 
do.,  2;  8  inch  howitzers,  3 — tolal,  13 — with  beds  and 
carriages  complete. 

Gins,  6;  platforms,  complete,  for  guns,  100;  plalforins 
for  mortars,  10;  spare  carriages  for  guns,  30;  spare  beds 
for  mortars,  6;  spare  sponges,  ladles,  and  ranuners,  10 
sets;  round  shot,  for  battering  cannon,  5,000;  round  and 
case  shot,  for  smaller  cannon,  10,000;  10  inch  shells, 
for  mortars,  1,200;  8  inch  shells,  fordo.,  1,000;  7  inch 
shells,  for  do.,  400;  hand  grenades,  2,000;  fuses  for  bombs 
and  hand  grenades  ;  portfires ;  tin  tubes. 

Powder  for  cannon  and  mortars,  200  rounds,  1,155  bar- 
rels ;  do.  for  20,000  men,  120  rounds,  or  three  pounds  per 
man,  600  do. ;  do.  for  compositions  and  extraordinaries, 
245  do.— total,  2,000  barrels. 

Lead  for  musketry,  15  tons;  sheet  lead,  3  do. — total, 
IS  tons. 


Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 

Horses  and  harness,  complete,  40. 

Stores,  viz:  Intrenching  tools,  spare  timber  and  [ilaiik, 
handspikes,  beds  and  quoins,  match,  flints,  saltpetre, 
brimstone,  pitch  and  tar,  tur|>entine,  oil,  beeswax,  rosin, 
candles  and  tallow,  sheepskins,  canvass  and  packthread, 
needles,  lanterns  of  sorts,  powder  measures,  iron  pots 
and  kettles,  flannel,  tin  and  copper  for  ladles,  travelling 
forge  complete,  bar  iron,  steel,  nails  and  spikes,  files,  car- 
penters' and  wheelwrights'  tools,  cordage  of  sorts,  cod- 
lines  and  marline,  cotton  for  quick  match,  spirits  of  wine, 
budge-barrels  and  haversacks,  painted  canvass,  tanned 
hides,  tents,  ammunition  carts,  cartridge  paper,  writing 
paper,  two  pairs  of  large  hand  bellows,  brushes,  glue,  grind- 
stones, scales  and  weights,  surveying  compass  and  chain, 
searces  of  sorts,  sieves,  one  theodolite,  one  good  telescope, 
one  case  of  instruments. 

Ordnance,  Shot,  and  Shells,  now  in  Camp. 
C'annon  :  24  pounders,  5;  shot,  449.  18  pounders,  6; 
shot,  260.  12  pounders,  2;  shot,  149.  9  pounders,  3; 
shot,  1,175.  8  pounder,  1.  6  pounders,  2;  b\  pounders, 
4;  shot,  1,134.  4  pounders,  7  ;  shot,  1,475.  .3  pounders, 
9;  shot,  3,079.  2i  pounders,  2;  shot,  1,009.  Total 
numVier  of  cannon,  41.  Total  number  of  shot,  8,7.30. 
Carriages,  ladles,  rammers  and  sponges,  Sec,  complete. 
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IMoitars:  10  Inch  mortars,  3  ;  shells,  ;3"'l.  8  inch  mor- 
tars, 2 ;  8  inch  howitzers,  3  ;  shells,  45-2.  1  inch  brass 
mortars,  2  ;  shells,  C41.  Total  number  of  mortars,  10.  To- 
tal number  of  shells,  1,467.  With  beds,  carriages,  and 
iiniilenients,  complete. 

C;iijiliri(lt'«,  October  :J0,  177o. 

The  foregoing  inventor)'  of  ordnance  and  stores  are  what 
1  judge  to  be  absolutely  necessary  for  this  Army.  Many 
small  tilings  are  omitted  being  mentioned,  as  the  Company 
of  Artificers  can  make  them;  and  many  things  can  be  sup- 
plied by  the  neighbouihood,  if  wanted.  It  is  impossible  to 
give  an  exact  list  of  what  may  be  wanted  on  all  occasions. 
I  have  endeavoured,  as  much  as  the  time  would  permit,  to 
collect  the  essential  matters  for  the  Army;  which  are  hum- 
bly submitted,  by  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble 
survant,  Riciiaud  Cmudi.ey, 

Chirf  Engineer. 
To  his  Excellency  General   Ji'ashiiigton. 


GENEIiAL  WA^in.Ni^TON  TO  THE   C05IMITTEE  OF  FALMOUTH. 
C'iimp  ut  Caiiiliri'.lgc,  October  24,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  desolation  and  misery  which  Minis- 
terial vengeance  l:ad  planned,  in  contempt  of  every  prin- 
ciple of  humanity,  and  which  has  been  so  lately  brought 
on  the  Town  of  Falmouth,  I  know  not  how  sufliciently  to 
detest.  Nor  can  my  compassion  for  the  general  sufiering  be 
conceived  beyond  the  true  measure  of  my  feelings.  But 
my  readiness  to  relieve  you  by  complying  with  your  request, 
signified  in  your  favour  of  the  21st  instant,  is  circumsciibed 
by  ray  inability.  The  immediate  necessities  of  the  Army 
under  my  command  require  all  the  powder  and  ball  that 
can  be  collected,  with  the  utmost  indusl-y  and  trouble:  the 
authority  of  my  station  does  not  extend  so  far  as  to  em- 
power me  to  send  a  detachment  of  men  down  to  your  as- 
sistance. Thus  circumstanced,  I  can  only  add  my  wishes 
and  exhortations  that  you  may  repel  every  future  attempt 
to  pei'iietrate  the  like  savage  rruelties. 

I  have  given  liberty  to  several  oflicers  in  Colonel  Pliin- 
7ici/s  Regiment  to  visit  their  connexions,  which  may  now 
stand  in  need  of  their  presence  and  assistance,  by  reason 
of  this  lie'.-  exertion  of  despotick  barbarily. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
George  Washington. 
To  the  Committee  o{  Fuliiioiith,  Ctisco  Baij. 


AIITICLES   OF  AGREEMENT   BETWEEN   GENERAL   WASHINGTON 
AND   HI!.    JOHN    FISK,   FOR   POWDER. 

Articles  of  agrccmenl  between  George  Jf'ashington,  Esq., 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental  Army,  for  him- 
self anil  his  successors  in  the  said  command,  and  John 
Fisk,  witness: 

That  the  said  George  JVashlnglnn  dolli  licirl.y  hind  hlir.- 
self  to  receive  of  the  said  Johti  S'lal:  any  qnaiuit)'  of  Pow- 
der, not  exceeding  twenty  tons,  for  each  pounil  of  which 
he  engages  to  pay  the  said  Fisk  four  Shillings,  lawful 
money  ;  provided,  that  the  said  Powder  shall  be  delivered 
by  the  said  Fisk  at  Neivhunjport,  or  some  other  port  con- 
venient to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  in  good  order  and  of 
good  quality,  on  (r  before  the  first  day  oi April,  1776. 
Tiiat  John  Fisk  (k;ih,  on  his  part,  bind  himself  to  use  his 
utmost  endeavours  to  procure  the  said  twenty  tons,  or,  if 
not  the  whole  complement,  such  part  thereof  as  he  may  be 
able  to  obtain  ;  that  he  will  deli\er  the  same,  when  procured, 
at  Neif'niri/jiort,  or  some  other  port  convenient  to  the 
camp  at  Vaiultriilge,  m  good  order  and  of  a  good  (|uality,  at 
or  before  the  time  abovementioiRd. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  liert-unio  set  our  hands,  this 
•21lli  dav  of  Oetolnr.  177.1. 

GKo:;(a-    Washington, 
.John  Eimv. 
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lick  service,  and  also  that  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
my  friends,  ]\lr.  Lynch  and  Col.  Harrison.  I  want  much 
to  be  introduced  to  Doctor  Franklin,  for  whom  I  have  had, 
many  years,  a  vast  veneration.  1  think  they  will  be  oil" on 
Thursday  evening;  if  they  are,  I  will  be  with  you  on  Fri- 
day. 

Color-  1  Glover  showed  me  a  letter  of  yours  which  has 
morti'ied  him  much.  I  really  and  sincerely  believe  he  has 
the  cause  much  at  heart,  and  that  he  has  done  his  best,  in 
the  fitting  out  these  four  last  vessels,  for  the  puhlick  service. 
You  cannot  conceive  the  difficulty,  the  trouble,  and  the 
delay  there  is  in  procuring  the  thousand  things  necessary 
for  one  of  these  vessels.  1  dare  say  one  of  them  might  be 
fitted  in  FhiUidelphia  ov  New- York  \n  three  days,  because 
you  would  know  where  to  apply  for  the  difierent  articles; 
but  here  you  must  search  all  over  Salem,  I\larblehcnd,  Dan- 
vers,  and  Beverly,  for  every  little  thing  that  is  wanting.  I 
must  add  to  these,  the  jobbing  of  the  carpenters,  who  are, 
to  be  sure,  the  idlest  scoundrels  in  nature.  If  1  could  have 
procured  others,  I  should  have  dismissed  the  whole  gang 
of  them  last  Friday — and  such  religious  rascals  are  they, 
that  we  could  not  prevail  on  them  to  work  on  the  Sabbath. 
I  have  stuck  very  close  to  tiiein  since,  and  wdiat  by  scold- 
ing and  crying  shame  for  their  tory-like  disposition  in  re- 
tarding the  work,  I  think  they  mend  something. 

There  is  one  reason,  and  1  think  a  substantial  one,  why 
a  person  born  in  the  same  Town  or  neighbourhood,  should 
not  be  employed  on  publick  affairs  of  this  nature,  in  that 
Town  or  neighbourhood  ;  it  is,  that  the  spirit  of  equality 
which  reigns  through  this  Country  will  make  him  afiaid  of 
exerting  that  authority  necessary  for  the  exjiediting  his 
business.  He  must  shake  every  man  by  the  hand,  and  de- 
sire, beg,  and  pray,  do  brother,  do  my  friend,  do  such  a 
thing;  wliereas  a  few  hearty  damns,  fiom  a  person  who  did 
not  care  a  damn  for  them,  wouk.  have  a  much  better  effect, 
(this  I  know  by  experience,)  for  your  fiiture  government. 
Indeed,  I  could  give  other  reasons,  but  I  think  this  suffi- 
cient. 

1  hope  the  Field-Deputies  will  not  depart  befoie  I  have 
the  jileasure  to  see  them  ;  my  rompliments  to  those  of  them 
that  I  am  acquainted  with;  and  believe  me,  with  great  es- 
teem, dear  Sir,  your  assured  humble  servant, 

Stephen  lMovj.an. 

P.S.  My  best  respects  attend  his  Excellency.  Pray  order 
the  articles  wrote  for  yesterday,  to  be  forwarded  without 
delay.  I  sha'nt  send  my  sensible  boy  any  more  express; 
but  as  he  goes  to  town  on  some  bi.siness  of  my  own,  I  de- 
sire he  may  call  on  you,  and  if  you  have  any  commands,  I 
dare  say  lie  will  wait  fur  them. 


177: 


Dear  Sir:  I  am  much  (.l.li.;e.l  lo  ^  uu  lliat  n  ou  tak.' 
notice  of  my  k-Uvi  per  //V/,w.,v,  and  duuht  nui  he  will 
answrr  your  antl  my  expectation.  I  \\'\-\]  with  all  my  soul 
that  these  two  vessels  were  desiiatelieil.  ciiielh'  for  the  puli- 


GENEKAI.   (,Rt;ENE   TO   GOVERNOUR   COOKE. 

rro:=pcct-llill,  OcloI.er  21,  177,->. 

Sir:  By  an  express  that  arrived  fiom  Falmouth  last 
night,  we  learn  the  greatest  part  of  the  Town  is  in  ashes. 
The  enemy  fired  above  three  thousand  shot  into  it,  and  a 
large  number  of  carcasses  and  bombs,  which  sat  the  Town 
on  fire.  The  enemy  landed  once  or  tw  ice,  to  set  fire  to  the 
stores ;  they  lost  eight  or  ten  men  in  the  attem|)t,  and  had  one 
taken  prisoner.  The  inhabitants  got  out  a  very  consider- 
able part  of  their  fiirniturc  ;  no  person  killed  or  wounded 
during  the  whole  time  of  their  firing.  The  enemy  produced 
orders  from  Admiral  Graves,  to  burn  all  the  Towns  from 
Boston  to  llalifai.  Captain  ]\Iowat  informed  the  Com- 
mittee at  Falmouth,  that  there  hatl  arrived  orders  from 
England,  about  ten  days  since,  to  burn  all  the  sea-port 
Towns  upon  the  Continent,  that  would  not  lay  down  and 
deliver  up  their  arms,  and  give  hostages  for  their  future 
good  IjcluiMeni-.  lie  also  acquainted  them,  that  he  ex- 
jiccted  t!ie  City  of  Neu:-York  was  in  ashes.  By  these 
accounts  we  may  learn  what  we  have  to  exjiect.  I  think 
Newport  should  be  fortified  in  the  best  n'anner  it  can  be. 
Doubtless  the  enemy  will  make  an  attempt  to  get  the 
stock  oil'  the  island.  Provision  should  be  made  to  defeat 
them.  Death  and  desolation  seem  to  mark  their  foot- 
step";.  l*'iglit  or  he  slaves  !  is  the  American  motto.  The 
first  is  b_\'  far  the  most  eligible. 

Ill  ha.Me,  I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your  most 

obedient  humble  servant,  a-  ,.,  .,    r' ....i-^..,- 

'  r^ATIlANIEl.  Oreenl. 

To  the  Hon.  Mch/as  Cooke,  Esq.,  in  Providence. 
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SENTIMENTS    OF    A  GENTLEMAN     OF    EMINENCE,    UPON    THE 
OCCASION  OF   THE    BURNING   OF    FALMOUTH. 

1st.  The  inconsistency  of  filling  out  privateers,  at  a  great 
expense,  to  intercept  sliips  laden  witli  provisions  for  the 
enemy,  and  at  the  same  time  recommending  it  to  each 
particular  sea-port  Town  to  furnish,  at  least  not  to  prevent 
them  from  furnishing,  the  men  of  war  with  all  provisions  and 
necessaries,  is  so  manifest  that  it  would  be  idle  to  dwell 
upon  it. 

2d.  If  it  be  said  that  it  is  prudent  by  this  act  of  com- 
pliance to  save  the  Towns  from  cannonade,  it  may  be 
answered,  tlie  men  of  war  will  certainly  make  further  de- 
mands, and  on  the  same  principles  their  demands  must  be 
complied  with. 

3d.  Is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose,  when  the  Ministerial 
instruments  reap  such  fruits  from  their  menaces,  that  they 
will  point  out  to  their  masters  ihe  weak  jiarts  o(  America, 
and  consequently  that  they  will  be  encouraged  to  persist 
in  their  plan  ? 

4th.  Is  it  not  probable,  or  almost  certain,  if  one  Town 
bids  them  defiance,  that  the  rest  would  be  ashamed  not  to 
follow  the  example  ?  And  vice  versa,  if  the  sanction  of  the 
Congress  is  given  to  any  degree  of  compliance  and  sub- 
mission to  their  terms,  is  it  not  probable  that  some  one 
Town  will  avail  itself  of  the  sanction,  and  extend  their 
complacency  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  their 
threats?  That  another  and  another  will  plead  precedent, 
and  thus  idtimately  the  enemy  will  be  enabled,  by  our  own 
assistance,  to  continue  the  war  to  our  destruction? 

5th.  Is  it  not  certain,  that  if  once  the  spirit  prevails  of 
denying  every  kind  of  refresiiment  to  the  ships  of  war, 
they  cannot  possibly  keep  their  station  ;  that  diseases  and 
desertions  of  the  crews  would  in  a  short  time  unman  the 
fleet,  and  consequently  the  distresses  of  ^mcrjco  be  brought 
to  a  speedy  issue  ?  But  if  it  becomes  an  established  rule 
to  furnish  the  ships  with  necessaries,  may  not  the  war  and 
distresses  of  America  be  prolonged  afl  infinitum? 

6lh.  Is  it  in  fact  a  clear  case  that  ships  of  war  can,  with 
so  great  facility,  destroy  sea-port  Towns  ?  If  indeed  they 
have  force  suflicient  to  land,  they  may  eflect  this  destruc- 
tion ;*  but  those  who  suppose  it  can  be  done  by  dint  of 
cannonade,  must  be  very  little  acquainted  with  the  effects 
of  cannon. f  Cannon  make  a  formidable  noise  to  ears 
unused  to  tlie  sound,  but  Towns  will  receive  inconsiderable 
damage  from  the  utmost  fury  of  any  ships  of  war  which 
can  come  into  our  hai  hours. 

But,  in  our  present  circumstances,  (taking  it  for  granted 
that  ships  and  cannon  can  work  all  this  mischief,)  is  it  not 
necessary  to  inculcate  the  principles  of  making  partial  sa- 
crifices for  the  general  good?  For  if  this  principle  is  not 
established,  could  a  poor  defenceless  Town  be  censured 
for  submission  to  any  terms  which  iheir  lords  may  choose 
to  dictate? 

Would  any  circumstance  so  effectually  reduce  the  Min- 
istry to  despair,  as  showing  an  indifference  about  the  exist- 
ence or  destruction  of  our  Towns? 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  FAL- 
MOUTH, OCTOBER  18,  1775. 

Last  March,  one  Captain  Coulson,  who  had  been  for  two 
or  three  years  an  inhabitant  and  trader  in  this  Town,  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain  a  quantity  of  sails  and  rigging  ; 
he  immediately  applied  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection 
for  leave  to  use  them,  in  preparing;  a  ship  he  had  launched 
for  her  voyage  to  England.  The  Committee  judged  it 
would  be  a  breach  of  the  Continental  Association,  and  re- 
fused to  give  him  liberty,  though  they  thought  the  case 
was  hard,  and  would  gladly  have  construed  tlie  Associa- 
tion in  his  favour ;  but  he  grew  angry,  and  bade  defiance 
to  Committees  antl  Congresses.  However,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  going  to  the  Provincial  Congress  for  leave  to  rig, 
he  went  and  obtained  the  Canceau,  V-d\nam  jMojval,  \\U\ch 
arrived  about  the  beginning  of  April,  and  under  her  pro- 
tection rigged  his  new  ship. 

*  Tliry  effected  the  burning  of  Falmouth,  a  wooden  Town,  partly 
by  linding  marines. 

tTbis  is  demonstrated  by  tlie  litlie  daninffe  n;en"rally  sustained  by 
Cities  during  a  siege,  and  the  sui.ill  [nMiiiortion  of  buildings  burnt 
when  the  siege  is  over. 
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On  the  ninth  day  of  May,  Captain  Moicat  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thompson  and  Com|iany, 
who  had  lain  in  wait  for  him  ;  but,  by  the  earnest  solicita- 
tion of  some  gentlemen  among  us,  as  the  Navy  of  Britain 
had  not  then  commenced  any  hostilities  against  any  part 
of  the  Continent,  and  as  we  expected  several  provision 
vessels  to  ari-ive  soon,  which  we  stood  in  great  need  of,  he 
was  persuaded  to  set  him  at  liberty,  the  said  Moivat  pro- 
mising to  deliver  himself  up  the  next  day,  which  promise 
he  did  not  think  proper  to  fulfil.  A  day  or  two  after, 
without  any  allront  or  injury  being  offered  him  by  the 
Town,  Captain  Moivat  sent  us  a  letter,  threatening  to  fire 
upon  the  Town,  if  we  would  not  by  force  expel  Colonel 
Thompson  and  his  Company.  Instead  of  regarding  it,  the 
Town  treated  Colonel  Thompson  with  civility,  and  his  men 
were  victualled  at  the  expense  of  persons  in  this  Town,  as 
long  as  they  pleased  to  tarry  with  us;  the  Town  expect- 
ing as  a  consequence  of  it,  for  two  or  three  days,  to  be 
cannonaded  ;  in  w  hich  time  the  inhabitants  were  at  great 
expense  and  trouble  in  removing  themselves  and  effects 
into  the  back  settlements. 

Soon  after  this,  one  Mr.  Crandell  was  taken  into  custody 
by  Admiral  Graves;  and  after  he  was  liberated,  reported, 
that  the  Adtnii'al  inquired  of  him  whether  Captain  Coul- 
son had  loaded.  To  which  he  answered  in  the  negative; 
and  that  the  Admiral  then  said,  if  that  Town  prevents  his 
loading,  1  will  lay  it  in  ashes,  or  to  that  purpose.  This 
report  was  but  little  attended  to  at  the  time,  as  the  said 
Mr.  Crandell  was  but  little  known  in  this  place.  But 
since  the  conflagration  we  have  obtained  from  him  the 
following  deposition  : 

"  I,  FhiUp  Crandell,  of  Harpswell,  in  the  Comity  of 
Cumberland,  and  Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  being 
of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  say :  that  some  time  in  the 
month  of  Jane  last  I  sailed  from  Harpswell,  for  Sale7u, 
and  upon  my  passage  there,  I,  the  deponent,  was  forcibly 
taken  by  an  armed  vessel,  and  carried  into  Boston;  and 
being  in  the  presence  of  Admiral  Graves,  he  asked  me  if 
such  a  man  of  war  (he  named  her,  but  I  forgot  her  name) 
had  arrived  at  Falmouth.  I  answered  that  I  heard  she 
had.  He  then  asked  me  if  I  thought  she  would  be  opposed 
by  the  |ieo]ile.  I  replied,  I  could  not  tell.  He  rhen  asked 
me  if  Captain  Coulson  was  loading  at  Falmouth.  I  an- 
swered, that  I  had  heard  he  met  with  such  opposition  from 
the  people  as  to  prevent  it.  Upon  which  the  Admiral 
said,  you  may  tell  them,  if  they  will  not  let  him  load,  that 
I  will  send  a  ship  or  ships,  and  beat  the  Town  down  about 
their  ears.  I  then  told  the  Admiral  that  Captain  Coul- 
son's  being  prevented  loading  was  not  owing  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  Falmouth- Neck ,  but  to  the  country  people.  I  do 
not  remember  that  the  Admiral  made  any  reply,  or  said 
any  thing  further  relative  to  Falmouth  or  Captain  Coulson. 
And  further  I,  the  deponent,  say  not. 

'•  Philip  Crandell." 
"  Cumberland,  ss.  IJarpswcll,  January  1 ,  A.  D.,  1776  : 

"  Then  the  above  named  Fhilip  Crandell  porsonaWy  ap- 
peared and  matle  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
deposition  by  him  subscribed,  before  me, 

"  Wm.  Sylvester,  Just.  Pads.'' 

Mr.  Crandell's  mistake  in  thinking  Captain  Coulson's 
being  prevented  loading  was  not  owing  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Falmouth-Neck  \\\\\  appear  by  and  by.  Captain  il7o«'rt?, 
despairing,  as  we  suppose,  of  being  able  to  protect  Captain 
Coulson,  went  away  witli  him  to  Portsmouth.  Captain 
Coulson  returned  the  7th  day  of  June,  in  his  ship,  together 
with  the  iSencgal,  Captain  Duddingston.  The  same  day, 
or  the  day  following,  a  party  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Neck,  by  the  direction  of  the  Town's  Committee,  and  in 
compliance  with  a  resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  to 
prevent  Tories  carrying  their  effects  out  of  the  Country, 
seized  a  number  of  masts,  which  the  said  Coulson  was  just 
ready  to  take  in,  and  lowed  them  up  a  river,  to  a  place  wliere 
neither  Coulson  nor  Duddingston  dared  to  go  after  them. 

Nothing  further  iiappened,  that  we  can  recollect,  that 
has  any  conneclion  with  the  destruction  of  the  Town,  ex- 
cepting our  generally  obeying  the  authority  of  Congresses, 
until  Monday,  the  Itilh  day  of  October  last,  when  Captain 
Mowat,  in  the  Canceau,  with  another  larger  ship,  called 
the  Cat,  a  large  schooner,  and  a  small  sloop,  all  armed 
vessels,  arrived  in  our  harbour,  and  anchored  down  b_\-  ihe 
M 
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islands,  a  league  from  the  Town.  As  the  Town  perceived 
it  was  Captain  Mowat,  by  whom  they  had  been  before 
threatened,  and  knew  liim  to  have  great  reason  to  be 
bound  in  gratitude  to  several  gentlemen  in  it,  it  was  the 
less  alarmed.  But  supposing  hiin  to  be  in  quest  of  cattle 
and  provisions,  the  Committee  sent  the  greater  part  of 
Captain  JSoyes's  men,  and  some  of  Captain  Knight's,  to 
guard  the  islands,  where  there  were  large  stocks  of  cattle 
and  quantities  of  hay.  The  next  day,  being  Tuesday,  we 
saw  the  fleet  warping  up  towards  the  Town,  as  the  wind 
did  not  favour  them  ;  and  about  four  o'clock,  P.  INI.,  they 
anchored  in  a  line  close  to  the  Town.  Though  the  pub- 
lick  has  been  told  that  Captain  Mowat  came  ashore  at  this 
time,  it  is  not  true.  He  sent  a  messenger,  with  a  flag,  who 
delivered  the  following  letter: 

"Canccaii,  Falmouth,  October  IG,  1775. 

"  After  so  many  premeditated  attacks  on  the  legal  prero- 
gative of  the  best  of  Sovereigns,  after  the  repeated  instan- 
ces you  have  experienced  mBrhaiiCs  \o\\)i,  forbearance  of 
ihe  rod  of  correction,  and  the  manifest  and  paternal  exten- 
sion of  her  hands  to  embrace  yuu,  again  and  again,  have 
been  regarded  as  vain  and  nugatory  ;  and  in  place  of  a 
dutiful  and  grateful  return  to  your  King  and  Parent  State, 
you  have  been  guilty  of  the  most  unpardonable  rebellion, 
supported  by  the  ambition  of  a  set  of  designing  men, 
wliose  insidious  views  have  cruelly  imposed  on  the  cre- 
dulity of  their  fellow-creatures,  and  at  last  have  brought 
the  whole  into  the  same  dilemma ;  which  leads  me  to 
feel  not  a  little  Uie  woes  of  the  innocent  of  them  in  parti- 
cular on  the  present  occasion,  from  my  having  it  in  orders 
to  execute  a  just  punishment  on  the  Town  of  Falmouth. 
in  the  name  of  which  authority,  1  previously  warn  you  to 
remove,  without  delay,  the  human  species  out  of  the  said 
Town,  for  which  purpose  I  give  you  the  time  of  two 
hours ;  at  the  period  of  which,  a  red  pendant  will  be 
hoisted  at  the  main  topgallant  mast  head,  with  a  gun.  Cut 
should  your  imprudence  lead  you  to  show  the  least  resist- 
ance, you  will  in  that  case  free  me  of  that  humanity  so 
strongly  pointed  out  in  my  orders,  as  well  as  in  my  incli- 
nation. I  do  also  observe,  that  all  those  who  did,  on  a 
liM-mer  occasion,  fly  to  the  King's  ship  under  my  command, 
for  protection,  that  the  same  door  is  now  0[)en  and  ready 
to  receive  them. 

"  The  officer  who  will  deliver  this  loiter,  I  expect  to  re- 
turn immediately,  unmolested. 

••  1  am,  &;c.,  H.  .Mowat." 

The  Town  met  immediately,  and  appointed  the  Honour- 
uhle  Jedediak  Preble,  Esq.,  Doctor  iSathaniel  CoJ/in,  and 
I\lr.  Robert  Pagan,  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  Captain 
Mowat,  to  know  of  him  in  general  the  meaning  of  his 
letter,  and  the  reasons  for  the  threatenings  therein  con- 
tai[ied.  The  Conmiiltce  acted  accordingly,  and  have  tes- 
tified as  follows: 

"  Captain  Mowat  informed  us,  that  his  orders  from  the 
Admiral  did  not  authorize  him  to  give  any  warning  to  the 
inhabitants,  but  that  they  required  him  to  come  opposite 
the  Town  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  there  burn, 
sink,  and  destroy;  and  that  he  had  taken  upon  him  to 
give  this  warning  at  the  risk  of  his  commission.  He 
further  told  us,  that  these  orders  did  not  respect  this  Town 
only,  but  also  all  the  sea-port  Towns  upon  the  Continent. 
We  then  expostulated  with  him  upon  the  severity  of  such 
orders,  and  entreated  that,  if  possible,  some  method  might 
he  fallen  upon  to  save  the  Town,  or  at  least  to  give  the 
inhabitants  an  opporiimiiy  of  removing  some  of  their 
elVects,  &.C.;  upon  which  he  said,  if  the  inhabitants  would, 
in  the  morning,  by  eight  o'clock,  deliver  up  four  pieces  of 
cannon  which  were  in  the  Town,  with  their  arms  in  gen- 
eral, and  ainmunition,  he  would  in  that  case  do  no  hurt  to 
the  Town,  until  he  had  despatched  an  express  to  the  Ad- 
miral, who,  he  did  not  doubt,  would  order  him  to  save  the 
Town.  And  as  a  token  that  his  demand  would  be  com- 
plied with,  he  required  that  eight  arms  should  be  delivered 
up  by  eight  o'clock  that  evening,  which  should  be  the 
condition  of  the  Town's  being  safe  till  eight  o'clock  next 
morning.  We  told  him  we  were  pretty  certain  these  de- 
mands would  not  be  complied  with  ;  but,  that  in  discharge 
of  the  trn=:t  reposed  in  us,  we  must  inform  the  Town  of 
his  demands.  Upon  this,  we  went  to  the  County  house, 
and  acquainted  our  constituiMits  with  the  terms  abovemen- 


tioned,  who  disapproved  of  delivering  up  the  cannon  or 
their  arms.  But  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
removing  the  sick,  with  the  women  and  children,  and  as 
many  of  their  effects  as  possible,  they  ordered  the  eight 
arms  to  be  sent  on  board,  and  desired  us  to  inform  Captain 
Mowat  that  the  Town  would  meet  early  in  the  morning, 
and  send  him  an  answer  by  eight  o'clock.  The  Town 
accordingly  met  in  the  morning,  and  resolved  by  no  means 
to  deliver  up  the  cannon  or  their  arms,  and  sent  us  with 
this  message,  at  the  same  time  desiring  us  to  endeavour  to 
prolong  the  time  on  board  as  long  as  possible,  that  more 
eflects  might  be  removed.  We  went  on  board  with  this 
message,  and  staid  till  half  past  eight  o'clock,  when  we 
were  desired  to  go  ashore,  and  Ca|)tain  Moivat,  at  our  re- 
quest, gave  us  half  an  hour  longer,  to  get  out  of  the  way 
ourselves;  at   the    expiration    of  which    time,   the   firing 

upon  the  Town  began.  ,    ,  o 

'  ^  '•  Jerediah  Preble, 

'•  Robert  Pagan, 

'•  Nathaniel  Coffin." 

It  was  about  nine  o'clock  on  Jt'cdncsday,  being  the  18th 
of  October,  that  the  firing  began  froin  all  the  abovemen- 
tioned  vessels,  with  all  possible  briskness,  discharging  on 
every  part  of  the  Town,  which  lay  on  a  regular  descent 
towards  the  harbour,  an  horrible  shower  of  balls,  from  three 
to  nine  pounds  weight,  bombs,  carcasses,  live  shells,  grape- 
shot,  and  musket  balls.  The  firing  lasted,  without  many 
minutes  cessation,  until  about  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  during 
which  time  several  parties  came  ashore  and  set  buildings 
on  fire  by  hand.  Parties  of  our  people,  and  others  from 
the  neighbouring  Towns,  ran  down  to  oppose  them,  and 
it  is  thought  killed  several.  One  otBcer,  after  he  fell,  was 
stripped  of  a  neat  pair  of  pistols,  his  flask,  and  cockade. 
Through  the  goodness  of  God,  no  lile  was  lost  on  our 
side,  and  only  one  man  wounded,  viz :  Mr.  Reuben 
Clough,  of  ih'is  Town.  Had  no  opposition  been  made,  we 
do  not  believe  they  would  have  left  one  building  standing ; 
and  more  opposition  would  have  been  made,  had  not  the 
people's  attention  been  taken  up  in  securing  their  effects. 
Besides,  it  was  very  unfortunate  that  our  Companies  of 
sea-coast  men  were  put  under  the  direction  of  a  Commit- 
tee ;  for  they  did  not,  and  we  suppose  could  not,  get  to- 
gether in  the  hurry  of  atiiiirs,  and  therefore  could  give  no 
authoritative  directions. 

As  near  as  we  can  judge,  about  three-quarters  of  the 
buildings,  reckoning  according  to  their  value,  are  con- 
sumed, consisting  of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  dwel- 
ling-houses, many  of  which  held  two  or  three  families 
apiece,  besides  barns,  and  almost  every  store  and  ware- 
house in  Town.  St.  Paul's  church,  a  large  new  building, 
with  the  bell  ;  a  very  elegant  and  costly  new  couit-house, 
not  quite  finished;  a  fine  engine,  almost  new;  the  ok! 
Town  house,  and  the  publick  librar}',  were  all  consumed. 
But  one  or  two  wharxes  have  escaped  the  flames  ;  and 
every  vessel  in  the  harbour,  of  any  considerable  bigness, 
was  burnt,  excepting  two,  which  tlie  enemy  carried  away 
w-ith  them.  The  warning  given  was  so  short,  that  but 
few  teams  could  be  procured  to  remove  the  goods  out ; 
much  was  carried  out  by  hand  ;  but,  as  far  as  we  can  learn, 
not  much  more  than  lialf  of  the  moveables  were  saved 
out  of  the  buildings  that  were  burnt.  .All  the  com- 
pact part  of  the  Town  is  gone ;  and  among  the  hundred 
dwelling-houses  that  are  standing,  there  are  but  few  good 
buildings,  and  those  damaged  with  balls  passing  through 
them,  or  bombs  bursting.  They  are  mostly  the  refuse  of 
the  Town,  and  their  owners  do  not  generally  inhabit  them, 
as  we  are  apprehensive  oiu"  enemies  will  soon  endeavour 
to  seize  so  line  a  harbour  as  ours,  and  to  possess  them- 
selves of  so  advantageous  a  post  as  the  remarkable  emi- 
nence on  our  neck. 

Our  hearts  ache  for  the  misery  in  which  a  great  part  of 
our  people  are  involved.  The  most  were  greatly  impover- 
ished before  the  final  catastrophe,  by  the  decay  of  navi- 
gation and  tiade,  which  were  our  sole  means  of  support; 
so  many  have  lost  a  part  or  the  whole  of  their  substance, 
that  we  conjecture  not  less  than  a  hundred  families  roust 
have  suli'ered  for  want  of  necessaries,  unless  relieved  by 
charity.  The  settlements  back  of  us  are  new,  and  but 
little  cidtivated.  The  inhabitants  are  mostly  poor,  and 
have  never  yet  been  able  to  raise  their  own  biead,  so  that 
much  alms  is  not  to  be  expected  from  them. 
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From  this  state  of  facts,  it  follows  most  evidently,  in  the 
first  place,  that  tiie  Town  of  Falmouth  was  destroyed 
for  no  other  reason,  but  because  of  its  obedience  to  the 
Continental  and  Provincial  ConL;resses,  and  its  attachment 
to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  America.  In  the  next  place, 
that  those  who  live  remote  from  us  would  do  well  to  min- 
ister something,  out  of  their  abundance,  for  the  relief  of  our 
suffering  poor,  until  it  becomes  possible  for  them  to  get 
into  some  way  to  support  themselves,  as  we  find  with 
pleasure  and  gratitude  this  Province,  by  its  Representa- 
tives, have  began  to  do.  ^^^^^^  Fref.man, 

IIUMPUKF.Y  MeHILL, 

John  Johnson', 
William  Owen, 

Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth. 


major  SCAMMELL  to  general  SULLIVAN. 

Camp  on  Winter-Hill,  October  24,  1775. 

Dear  honoured  Sir:  Your  Brigade  is  almost  a  cajnU 
morluum,  and  their  countenances  fallen.  Providence,  to 
prevent  my  seeing  their  gloomy  aspects,  has  turned  the 
relics  of  my  dysentery  into  my  eyes,  so  tliat  I  am  almost 
blind.  General  Gates  has  never  been  here  since  your  de- 
parture. General  Greene  urges  the  augmentation  of  the 
Winter-Hill  picket ;  I  urge  your  orders  to  go  on  with  the 
usual  details,  and  by  that  means  have  avoided  his  request. 
He  declares  he  will  lay  it  before  General  Lee;  but  I  hope 
General  Lee  will  go  for  Rhode-Island  before  he  will  have 
an  opportunity. 

The  enemy  liave  been  very  peaceable  since  you  left  us; 
waiting  perhaps  in  silent  expectation  to  hear  the  success 
of  their  diabolical  piratical  emissaries.  I  hope  they  won't 
iiear  of  your  absence  till  your  return,  lest  they  attempt  our 
lines;  and  a  body  without  a  leader,  they  can  fully  depend 
on,  will  be,  at  best,  but  a  dis|iirited  number.  We  impa- 
tiently wait  to  bear  of  your  success.  We  rest  assured 
that  all  human  efforts  ivill  be  made  use  of  to  ojipose  the 
Ministerial  butchers,  since  you  preside. 

May  Heaven  succeed  and  pros|ier  your  endeavours, 
preserve  your  life  from  the  hostile  balls,  youi-  health  from 
any  sad  accident,  and  return  you  in  safety  to  your  many 
sincere  friends  and  very  humble  servant, 

Alexander  Scammell. 
To  Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  at  Portsmouth. 

P.  S.  Please  to  make  my  compliments  to  Major  Ciller. 
1  loni'  to  be  with  you.  The  news  of  the  camp  (perhaps 
the  lie  of  the  day)  is,  that  the  King  of  France  oilers  us  two- 
and-twenty  sail  of  tlie  line,  if  we  desire  it. 


DECLARATION   OF    DAVID    NOBLE. 

■\Villlaiiisto\vn,  Dctober  24,  1775. 

Whereas  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  this 
Town  have  informed  me,  that  some  suspicions  have  been 
conceived  of  me,  respecting  my  princijiles  and  conduct  in 
regard  to  our  publick  affairs;  and,  in  particular, concerning 
my  conduct  when  I  was  Represenlatlve  for  this  Town  at 
the  General  Court  held  in  Boston,  in  A.  D.  1773;  that 
I  then  acted  in  opposition  to  the  measures  pursued  for  the 
defence  of  ourconmion  rights  and  privileges,  in  that  I  voted 
against  the  petition  and  remonstrance  to  the  King,  for  the 
removal  of  the  then  Governour  Hutchinson:  Now,  impress- 
ed with  a  sense  of  my  duty  to  myself  and  the  publick,  I 
sincerely  declare,  that  although  at  the  time  above  referred 
to,  and  for  some  time  before  then,  I  had  conceived  too 
good  an  opinion  of  that  arch  traitor  to  bis  Country,  T. 
Hutchinson,  and,  for  want  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
my  duty  at  that  time,  I  inconsiderately  opposed  the  above- 
said  petition  and  remonstrance,  and  thereby  justly  incur- 
red the  displeasure  of  my  constituents,  and  that  by  any 
thing  whereby  I  have  given  any  persons  reason  to  suspect 
me  to  be  unfriendly  to  my  Country,  I  have  so  far  de- 
servedly forfeited  their  good  esteem.  Yet,  to  do  justice 
to  myself,  I  must  declare,  that  although  1  have  committed 
errours,  and  been  liable  to  mistakes,  in  the  little  part  I  have 
been  called  to  act,  I  have  ever  been  a  cordial  friend  to 
the  liberties  and  true  interest  of  America,  so  far  as  I 
understood  it,  and  ever  have  confjrmod  myself  to  the  ad- 
vice and  directions  of  our  several  Congresses,  and  am  deter- 


mined for  the  future  to  unite,  according  to  my  abilities,  in 
the  defence  of  our  common  rights  and  privileges. 

David  Noble. 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  being  convened  on 
the  26lh  of  October,  1775,  the  abovenamed  David  Nolle 
voluntarily  presented  the  above  declaration  ;  which,  being 
examined  and  accepted  by  this  Committee,  was  presented 
to  the  Town,  in  a  publick  Town-meeting,  for  concurrence, 
which  being  twice  read,  was  put  to  vote,  whether  the 
same  be  satisfactory  to  the  Town.  Passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive.    Attest :  ,  c>  /-I?    1      c  ,7    /-< 

Isaac  Stratton,  Llerk  of  the  Lorn. 

bOOTIIBAV    committee. 

In  Committee  of  .Safety,  Boothbay,  October  24,  1775. 

Whereas  this  Committee,  on  occasion  of  a  late  alarm, 
prevailed  with  Caplain  Jf'illiam  Fierce  Johnson  to  deliver 
to  them  one  hundred  weight  of  Powder,  thirty-two  and  a 
half  weight  of  Ball,  fifty  Fire-Arms,  and  two  hundred 
Flints,  for  which  their  agents  have  given  him  receipts,  and 
for  the  payment  of  the  price  this  Committee  now  stands 
bound,  and  petitions  have  been  sent  to  the  honourable  the 
Great  and  General  Court,  praying  that  a  quantity  of  Cap- 
tain Johnson's  cargo  be  forthwith  ordered  to  be  sold  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  County,  as  they  are  no  less  exposed  to 
the  enemy  than  any  other  part  of  the  Colony,  the  answers 
to  which  petitions  have  not  yet  arrived: 

Whereas  Captain  Johnson,  in  consequence  of  an  express 
from  the  camp,  has  this  night  made  a  peremptory  demand 
of  this  Conmiittee  for  the  return  of  the  whole  of  said  Arms 
and  Ammunition,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  speedily 
conveyed  to  Portsmouth,  in  New-Hampshire  : 

This  Committee,  having  the  greatest  respect  for  the 
authority  by  which  Captain  Johnson  has  been  ordered  to 
remove  said  warlike  stores,  and  the  most  cheerful  readiness 
to  obey  it  in  every  thing  possible,  yet  having  at  the  same 
time  the  firmest  attachment  to  the  great  cause  in  which  all 
America  is  engaged,  which  they  are  sure  must  speedily 
suffer  in  the  total  loss  of  this  Country,  if  the  little  pittance 
of  Ammunition  now  in  it  be  withdrawn,  they  are  persuaded 
that  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
and  the  neighbouring  Towns  on  tlie  coast,  the  safety  of  the 
coast  of  this  whole  Country,  and  so  fidelity  to  the  liberty  of 
all  America,  which,  insignificant  as  we  are,  might  be  great- 
ly affected  should  this  County  open  to  the  enemy  the  free 
trade  of  three  hundred  miles  of  the  best  coast  for  navigation 
in  New-Eu<;land,  all  compel  us  to  refuse  to  return  to  said 
Captain  Johnson  any  part  of  said  stores,  as  absolutely  as 
he  has  demanded  them. 

We  are  well  assured  that,  were  the  circumstances  of  these 
parts  known  at  Head-Quarters,  said  demand  would  never 
have  been  made,  and  trust  that  by  the  return  of  our  express 
the  orders  that  produced  it  will  be  countermanded.  How- 
ever, this  Conmiittee  are  free  to  declare  that,  as  they  would 
have  compelled  the  said  Captain  Johnson  to  deliver  said 
stores,  had  he  persisted  to  refuse  them  while  he  saw-  the 
common  foe  carrying  fire  and  sword  among  us,  and  leaving 
all  desolate  wdiere  they  come,  so,  as  the  same  danger  still 
continues  to  stare  us  in  tlie  fttce,  we  think  it  our  duty  as 
plainly  to  declare  that  no  part  of  said  stores  shall  be  deli- 
vered until  the  pleasure  of  die  General  Court  is  known,  or 
a  force  shall  appear  to  demand  it,  greater  than  we  can  raise 
to  defend  it. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  : 

John  Blath,  Chairman.. 


COLONEL  ARNOLD  TO  COLONEL  ENOS. 

VI£m\  River,  30  miles  from  Chaudicre  Pond,  i 
October  24,  1775.      ^ 

Dear  Sir:  The  extreme  rains  and  freshets  in  the  river 
have  hindered  our  proceeding  any  ilirther.  When  I  wrote 
you  last,  I  expected  before  this  to  have  been  at  Chaudiere. 
I  then  wrote  you  that  we  had  about  twenty-five  days'  pro- 
visions for  the  whole.  ^Ve  are  now  reduced  to  twelve  or 
fifteen  days',  and  don't  expect  to  reach  the  pond  under 
four  days.  We  had  a  council  of  war  last  night,  when  it 
was  thou'dit  best  and  ordered  to  send  back  all  the  sick  and 
feeble,  wtth  three  days'  provisions,  and  directions  for  yoi; 
to  furnish  them   until   they  can   reach    the   Commissary  o! 
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Norridgcwock ;  and  that  on  receipt  of  this  you  should  pro- 
ceed with  as  many  of  the  best  men  of  your  division  as  you 
can  furnish  with  fifteen  days'  provision  ;  and  that  the  re- 
mainder, whether  sick  or  well,  should  be  immediately  sent 
back  to  the  Commissary,  to  whom  I  wrote  to  take  all  pos- 
sible care  of  them.  I  make  no  doubt  you  will  join  with  me 
in  this  matter,  as  it  may  be  the  means  of  preserving  the 
whole  detachment,  and  of  executing  our  plan  without  run- 
ning any  great  hazard,  as  fifteen  days  will  doubtless  bring 
us  to  Canada.  I  make  no  doubt  you  will  make  all  possi- 
ble expedition. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  I).   Arnold. 

Colonel  Enos.  

COLONEL   AR.NOLfl  TO    COLONEL   KARNSWOUTH. 

O.ad  River,  October  -U,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  The  heavy  rains  wliich  have  lately  fallen, 
and  rendered  the  river  almost  impassable,  with  many  acci- 
dents, have  so  far  retarded  our  proceeding  that  1  find  it 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  detachment  to  send  back  the 
sick,  and  to  reduce  the  detachment  so  as  to  have  fifteen 
days'  provisions  for  the  whole,  which  I  make  no  doubt  will 
enable  us  to  reach  Canada.  Those  who  are  sent  back  you 
will  take  all  ])ossible  care  of,  and  sup]ily  with  provisions, 
&.C.,  and  send  back  to  Cambridge  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  wrote  you  the  14th  instant,  to  send  forward  to  the  great 

carrying  place  all  the  provisions  you  had.     This  I  make 

no  doubt  you  have  done,  to  secure  our  retreat. 

1  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  servant,     y>    a 

'  '  ■'  li.  Arnold. 

To  Colonel  Fanisworlh. 

COLONEL  ARNOLD  TO  COLONEL  GREENE. 

Dead  River,  30  miles  from  Chaudiere,  ? 
October  24,  1775.       ^ 

Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  Colonel  £;i05,  and 
also  one  from  the  Commissary,  by  which  you  will  see  our 
present  situation,  and  the  necessity  of  sending  back  all  the 
sick  and  feeble  of  your  division,  and  proceed  on  with  the 
best  men,  and  fifteen  days'  provision  for  each.  You  will, 
after  perusing  the  letter,  (if  Colonel  Enos  has  not  joined 
you,)  send  them  down  the  river,  with  all  your  sick,  &ic. 
Pray  hurry  on  as  fast  as  possible. 

1  am,  with  esteem,  dear  Sir.  your  humble  servant, 


Colonel  Greene. 


li.   Arnold. 


ADDRESS   OF  THE   LIVERYMEN   OF  THE   CITY   OF  LONDON. 

Address  of  the  Liverymen  of  the  City  o(  London,  pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty  by  Thomas  Jl'ellings,  Chairman, 
John  Spiller,  Gabriel  Letkeij,  fVilliam  Jndd,  Evan  Fug/i, 
Roger  GriJJin,  and  Thomas  Moore,  Esqrs. 

To  the  King's  Most  Ercclhnt  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

From  the  warmest  sense  of  duty  to  your  Majesty  and 
love  of  our  Country,  we,  your  Majesty's  loyal  subjects, 
liiverymen  of  the  City  of  London,  whose  names  are  here- 
unto subscribed,  with  the  freedom  we  ever  mean  to  assert 
as  Englishmen,  and  with  that  deference  which  we  owe,  as 
good  subjects,  to  your  Majesty,  presume  to  approach  your 
royal  presence,  and  to  entreat  your  attention  to  the  genuine 
sentiments  of  a  loyal  and  dutiful  people. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  we  oh-ervo,  that  our  fel- 
low-subjects in  your  Majesty's  yl/nt;-/cn;(  Colonies  are  now 
ill  open  rebellion.  A  malignant  sjiirit  of  resistance  to  law 
and  (government  has  gone  forth  amongst  them,  which  we 
lirmly  believe  has  been  excited  and  encouraged  by  selfish 
men,  who  hope  to  derive  [irivate  emolument  from  publick 
calamities;  from  the  counsels,  the  persuasions,  the  influence 
of  such  men,  God  protect  your  Majesty.  The  interest,  the 
honour,  the  sovereignty  of  your  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, are  now  at  slake.  As  the  guardian  of  these,  we  trust 
you  will  ever  assert  and  |)reserve  them.  In  this  great  work, 
be  assured.  Sire,  that  under  your  Majesty's  direction  we 
will,  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness,  exert  ourselves  to  the 
utmost  of  our  abilities  in  support  of  those  laws  which  are  our 
protection,  and  of  that  Government  which  is  our  blessing. 

Whilst  we  presume  to  approach  your  Majesty  with  hopes 
that  you  will  exert  the  constitutional  power  you  possess  to 
subdue  such  of  your  deluded   people  as  are  now  acting  in 


open  defiance  of  the  laws,  permit  us,  gracious  Sire,  to  im- 
plore your  clemency  towards  those  whose  eyes  may  be 
opened  to  a  full  conviction  of  their  offences;  and  who, 
hereafter,  when  reason  and  reflection  shall  prevail  over  pas- 
sion and  prejudice,  may  be  restored  to  the  allegiance  which 
they  owe  to  the  Mother  Country  and  their  Sovereign. 

That  your  Majesty  and  your  posterity  may  long  reign 
over  a  jieople,  happy  in  enjoying  those  blessings  which  the 
accession  of  your  ancestors  to  the  throne  of  these  King- 
doms has  hitherto  ensured  to  us,  is  llie  uiifeiuned  and  ardent 
wish  of  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful,  faithful,  and  devoted 
subjects. 


ADDRESS   OF  THE   liOROUr 


PLE,    tN  THE  COO 


TY   OF    DEVI 


Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  Capital 
Burgesses,  and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  and 
Parish  of  Barnstaple,  in  the  County  of  Devon,  presented 
to  His  Majesty  by  John  Clivland,  Es(j.,  one  of  tlicir  Re- 
presentatives in  Parliament. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen, 

Capital  Burgesses,   and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the 

Borough  and  Parish  o/ Barnstaple,  in  the  County  of 

Devon. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  royal  presence  with  professions  of 
our  zealous  fidelity  and  attachment  to  your  sacred  person 
and  Government.  It  is  with  gratitude  we  acknowledge 
your  great  care  and  regard  for  the  publick  welfare;  and, 
impressed  with  a  due  sense  of  that  prudence  and  tender 
concern  for  your  people,  which  has  at  all  times  so  eminently 
distinguished  your  Majesty's  reign,  we  cannot  but  view  with 
horrour  and  detestation  the  present  ungrateful  and  unnatu- 
ral rebellion  fomented  in  a  distant  part  of  your  Empire. 
Of  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  those  measures  which 
have  been  already  pursued  to  check  and  control  the  factious 
and  misguided,  to  prevent  their  baneful  influence  over  the 
minds  of  the  weak  and  unwary,  and  support  tlie  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  British  Crown,  we  are  fully  persuaded;  and 
we  rest  assured  that  your  Majesty  will  continue  to  take 
such  steps  as  may  serve  most  effectually  to  recall  this  in- 
fatuated and  deluded  people  to  a  just  sense  of  that  duty 
which  they  owe  to  the  best  of  Kings,  and  convince  them 
of  that  submission  and  obedience  which  the  supreme 
legislative  authority  of  these  Kingdoms  may  justly  require 
from  them.  To  show  ourselves  devoted  to  your  Majesty's 
person  and  Government,  we  shall  at  all  times  deem  our 
greatest  glory  and  honour ;  and  we  trust  that  we  shall 
always  strenuously  endeavour  to  cultivate  among  our  fel- 
low-subjects sentiments  of  the  greatest  loyalty,  fidelity,  and 
affection. 

May  the  crown  of  tliC'^e  Realms  long  flourish  on  your 
royal  liead,  and  may  the  blessings  which  we  enjoy  under 
your  mild  and  auspicious  reign  be  perpetuated  to  a  grate- 
ful and  loyal  people,  under  the  government  of  your  latest 
posterity.  

ADDRESS    OF     THE     I'KOVINtlAL     SYNOD    OF     ANOL'S     AND 
MEARNS. 

Address  of  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Provincial 
Synod  of  .^"^'■ws  and  Mcarns,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of 
Suffolk, otw.  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
and  presented  to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the 

Provincial  Synod  q/"  Angus  and  M  earns,  assembled  at 

Dundee,  this  )ibth  of  October,  1775. 
May  it  please  your  Majesty  : 

Sensible  of  the  many  blessim^s  we  enjoy  under  your  Ma- 
jesty's aus|iicious  reign,  we  see,  with  the  deepest  concern, 
that  a  part  of  our  fellow-subjects  in  America,  liaving  adopt- 
ed principles  subversive  of  all  legal  Government  and  sub- 
ordination, are  now  in  a  slate  of  actual  hostility  and  rebellion. 

At  such  a  period,  we  consider  ourselves  as  called  on,  with 
the  rest  of  your  Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  publickly  to 
declaie  our  attachment  to  your  Majesty's  person,  family, 
and  Government,  our   abhorrence  of  every  measure  that 
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may  prove  prejudicial  to  tliem,  and  our  desire  of  contribu- 
ting to  undeceive  a  people  misled  by  the  hopes  of  finding 
in  their  Mother  Country  that  same  licentious  spirit  which 
prevails  among  themselves. 

To  this  testimony  of  our  unshaken  loyalty  and  affection, 
it  gives  us  pleasure  to  add,  that  the  same  principles  prevail 
among  the  people  under  our  care,  who,  as  well  as  we,  look 
with  astonishment  on  those  factious  men  in  Great  Britain, 
who,  to  gratify  their  own  ambition,  are  ready  to  sacrifice 
the  interests  of  their  Country  and  the  lives  of  their  fellow- 
subjects. 

It  is  our  earnest  prayer  to  the  great  disposer  of  all  events, 
that  the  authority  o(  iheUritinh  Legislature  may  be  acknow- 
ledged and  obeyed  throughout  all  the  parts  of  your  Majes- 
ty's Dominions,  and  that  means  may  happily  be  devised 
for  obtaining  that  end  without  the  fuither  effusion  of  human 
blood,  which,  as  men  and  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  peace, 
we  wish  to  be  avoided.  IJut  if,  to  our  great  regret,  lenient 
measures  should  unhappily  prove  ineffectual,  and  only  tend 
to  foment  the  disorders  which  they  are  meant  to  remedy, 
we  will  most  cordially  pray  for  success  to  such  expedients 
as  the  wisdom  of  your  Majesty's  counsels  shall  lind  neces- 
sary to  employ. 

That  Almighty  G'otI  may  pour  down  his  best  blessings 
on  your  Majesty's  person  and  family:  that  he  may  long 
preserve  your  Majesty  to  be  the  guardian  of  our  religious 
and  civil  liberties,  as  presently  established  by  law,  and  to 
reign  over  a  free,  happy,  and  affectionate  people;  and  may 
at  a  distant  period  crown  you  with  immortal  glory,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  are  and  ever  shall  be  the  earnest 
prayer  of,  ma}'  it  please  your  Majesty,  your  Majesty's  most 
faithful,  most  obedient,  and  most  loyal  subjects,  tiie  Min- 
isters and  Elders  assembled  in  this  Provincial  Synod  of 
Angus  and  Mearns. 

Signed  in  our  name,  and  at  our  appointment,  by 

Ja.mes  Adamson,  Moderator. 


M.iitinico,  Octobei-  2:.,  1775. 

A  few  days  ago  an  English  frigate  cast  anchor  in  the 
harbour  of  Fort  Royal,  under  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  and 
sent  some  armed  men  in  her  boats  to  seize  a  New-England 
vessel  which  lay  in  that  harbour,  whose  crew  they  made 
prisoners,  then  plundered  the  vessel,  and  afterwards  left  it 
to  the  mercy  of  the  waves.  The  Count  De  JSozieres,  being 
then  at  Guadaloupe,  the  Sleur  de  Sabhnct,  commandant 
in  his  absence  at  Fort  Royal,  failed  not  to  take  upon  him  to 
punish  this  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  by  filing  on  the 
English  frigate,  which,  after  this  expedition,  sailed  for  St. 
Pierre,  where  there  were  then  a  dozen  ships  belonging  to 
Neiv- England.  The  frigate  anchored,  without  ceremony, 
also  in  that  port,  and  despatched  her  boats  to  visit  the 
shi[)s  which  she  suspected  to  be  laden  with  warlike  ammu- 
nition ;  but,  as  they  met  with  resistance  from  the  first 
they  attempted  to  board,  the  inhabitants  of  »SV.  Pierre  de- 
fended the  English  Americans,  and,  having  armed  them- 
selves, took  the  boats  with  their  crews,  and  the  men 
were  conveyed  ashore,  notwithstanding  all  their  resistance. 
Some  of  them  were  wounded  on  this  occasion.  The  Count 
de  Choiseul-Meuzc,  second  in  command  &t.  Martinico,  and 
then  chief  in  the  absence  of  the  General,  immediately  went 
to  the  store-house  where  the  English  were  detained,  and, 
after  sharply  u)>braiding  them  for  so  manifest  an  infraction 
of  the  law  of  nations,  he  sent  a  detachment  on  board  the 
English  fiigate,  and  caused  it  to  be  signified  to  the  com- 
mander, that  he  would  not  release  his  men  till  such  time  as 
he  had  repaired  the  injury  which  had  been  done.  This 
was  accompanied  with  an  express  order  to  put  to  sea  im- 
mediately after;  and  the  more  efficaciously  to  decide  the 
matter,  he  instantly  set  about  |)reparing  the  battery  of  St. 
Martha,  and  threatened  to  sink  the  English  frigate  if  she 
deferred  giving  the  satisfaction  which  was  demanded.  The 
firmness  of  our  commandant  had  its  effect  on  the  Captain, 
whospeeddy  performed  what  was  desired,  and  then  weighed 
anchoi-,  after  having  received  his  boats  and  his  men. 

CHESTERFIELD    COUNTY   (vIRGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  Chesterfield  County, 
at  the  Court-House,  on  the  25th  of  October,  177.5,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  chosen  Officers  for  the  Alilitia  of 
this  County: 


Edward  Friend,  Esq.,  County  Lieutenant;  John  Bott, 
Esq.,  Colonel  ;  Robert  Haskins,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel ;  Joseph  Bass,  Esq.,  Major. 

Captains:  Thomas  Boiling,  George  Robertson,  Robert 
Goode,  Richard  Baugh,  James  Elam,  Benjamin  Brancc, 
Bernard  Markhnm,  Jesse  Cogbille,  Edward  Moseley, 
James  Harris,  Creed  Haskins,  and  Joseph  Royal. 

Lieutenants :  Rich'd  Booker,  Archcrd  Bass,  David  Pat- 
teson,  John  Osborne,  Patrick  Jt'right,  Archerd  JValthall, 
Stephen  Pankcy,  King  Graves,  John  Hill,  Thomas  IVool- 
dridge,  Samuel  Goode,  and  Benjamin  Hard. 

Ensigns:  John  Archer,  John  Hill,  John  Fowler,  Jun., 
Thomas  Osborne,  Branch  Elam,  Thomas  Goode,  Obadiah 
Smith,  Jun.,  George  Cogbille,  Jun.,  Alexander  Baugh, 
IVilliam  Scott,  Jun.,  Jesse  Clark,  and  Daniel  IVorsham. 

Resolved,  That  ]iublick  notice  be  given  to  our  suffering 
friends  in  the  County  of  NorJ'olk,  and  places  adjacent, 
who  may  be  compelled  to  quit  their  habitations  in  this  time 
of  distress,  that  the  Members  of  this  Committee  will  fur- 
nish them  with  every  accommodation  in  their  power,  and 
they  doubt  not  of  the  same  disposition  in  the  other  inhabi- 
tants of  this  County. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  :       Jerman  Barer,  Cl'k. 


PRESIDENT   OF  THE   CONTINENTAI,    CONGRESS   TO   THE    i'RO- 
VINCIAI,   CONGRESS   OF   NEW-JERSEV. 

Plulidelphia,  October  25,  1775. 
Gentlesien  :  The  Congress  having  taken  into  consi- 
deration your  letters  of  the  13tli  and  14th  instant,  have 
directed  me  to  inlbrm  you,  that  they  are  of  opinion  the 
publick  service  makes  it  necessary  that  the  Jersey  Bat- 
talions be  levied  with  all  possible  expedition  ;  but,  as  the 
Congress  are  wailing  the  return  of  their  Connnittee  from 
camp,  in  order  to  establish  permanent  regulations  for  all 
the  Continental  forces,  they,  for  the  prtsent,  incline  to 
suspend  a  determination  on  tiie  question  about  the  appoint- 
ment of  regimental  field-officers. 

The  publick  exigency  will  not  admit  of  loans  from  the 
Continental  Treasury  to  any  of  the  Colonies.  The  Congress, 
however,  hope  that  this  will  not  disable  you  from  supply- 
ing yourselves  with  arms  and  ammunition;  in  doing  which, 
it  is  not  doubted  you  will  fall  upon  such  means  as  will  be 
most  for  the  ease  and  safety  of  the  Colony,  without  haz- 
arding the  emission  of  paper  cunency. 

From  some  expressions  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  inst., 
the  Congress  apprehend  it  is  the  intention  of  your  Con- 
vention to  take  into  constant  pay  four  thousand  Minute- 
Men.  But  as  this  will  be  a  very  heavy  expense,  and 
more,  it  is  apprehended,  than  any  one  Colony  can  afford, 
we  hope  you  will  well  weigh  and  consider  such  a  measure 
before  you  adopt  it.  With  respect  to  provisions  for  Min- 
ute-Men, the  Congress  have  made  none,  conceiving  that 
the  several  Colonies  will  make  proper  provision  for  them 
where  necessary,  or  when  they  are  called  into  actual  ser- 
vice, except  when  they  are  taken  into  Continental  service: 
in  which  case  they  will  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay  as  other 
Continental  troops. 

I  am,  &ic.,  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Provincial  Convention  of  jSew-Jerseij. 


a   list   of  the    KIKEr)-OFFICERS    FOR  THE   COUNTY   OF 
ULSTER,    NEW- YORK. 

.Johannes  llardenbergh,  Colonel;  Abraham  Hasbrouck. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Johannes  Snyder,  Jonathan  Elmen- 
dorijh,  Majors;  Pctrns  J.  Elmendorph,  Adjutant;  Abra- 
ham. A.  Hasbrouck,  Quartermaster. 

James  Clinton,  Colonel ;  James  MrClaiighry,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel;  Jacob  Newkerk,  Moses  Philips,  Majors; 
George  Denniston,  Adjutant;  Aleuinilcr  Trimble,  Quar- 
termaster. 

Levi  Pawling,  Colonel;  Jacob  Hoornbeek,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel ;  Johannes  Cantine,  Joseph  Hasbrouck,  Majors; 
David  Bevier,  Adjutant;  Jacobus  Bruyn,  Jun.,  Quarter- 
master. 

Jonathan  Hasbrouck,  Colonel ;  Johannes  Hardenbergh, 
Jun.,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Johannes  Jansen,  Jun.,  Lewis 
Dubois,  IMajors;  Abraham  Schoonmakcr,  Adjutant;  Isaac 
Belknap,  Quartermaster. 
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RETURN    OF    OFFICERS    FOR    THE    TOWNSHIPS    OF    ROCHES- 
TER, MARBLETOWN,  AND  NEVV-PALTZ,  NEW-YORK. 

A  roll  or  li?t  of  the  Officers  of  the  respective  Compa- 
nies of  the  Regiment  whereof  Levi  Pawling  is  to  be  the 
Colonel. 

Of  I  he  Township  of  Marbklown. 

First  Company:  Comdius  E.  fl'i/nkoop,  Captain ; 
Chnrles  JV.  Broclhcad,  First  Lieutenant;  Moses  M.  Can- 
line,  Second  Lieutenant;  Jacob  Chambers,  Ensign. 

Seconrl  Company:  Frederick  Schoonmaker,  Jun.,  Cap- 
tain ;  Benjamin  Louw,  First  Lieutenant;  Jacobus  Rose- 
krans,  Second  Lieutenant ;  John  C.  De  fVitt,  Ensign. 

Of  the  Township  of  Rochester. 

First  Company:  Fctrus  Schoonmakcr,  Cu|)tain  ;  Philip 
Hoornbeck,  First  Lieutenant ;  Cornelius  Hardtnbergh, 
Second  Lieutenant ;  Dirck  fVcstbrook,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:  Andrew  JJecier,  Captain  ;  Richard 
Brodhead,  First  Lieutenant ;  Reuben  Dc  U'itt,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Johannes  A.  De  IVilt,  Ensign. 

Third  Company:  Joachim  Schoonmakcr,  Captain  ;  John 
Drpuij,  First  Lieutenant ;  Cornelius  Van  (I'ligcnen,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant ;  Zacharias  Rosckrans,  Ensign. 

Of  the  Township  of  Nciv-Paltz. 

First  Company:  Lcicis  J.  Dubois,  Captain  ;  John  A. 
llardenbcrgh,  First  Lieutenant  ;  IShttlhcw  Lafevcr,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant ;  Mathusalem  Dubois,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:  Jacob  Ilasbrouck,  .Junior,  Captain  ; 
Abraham  Dcyoe,  Junior,  First  Lieutenant  ;  Petrus  Ilas- 
brouck, Second  Lieutenant  ;  Samuel  Bcrier,  Ensign. 

The  Third  Company  of  Ncw-Pall:  is  returned  in  Con- 


RETURN    OF   THE   OFFICERS     FOR    THE    TOWN    OF   KINGSTON, 
ULSTER    COLNTV,    NEW-YORK. 

A  roll  of  the  Officers  (being  elected)  in  the  several  Dis- 
tricts or  Beats  in  the  Town  oC  Kingston,  Ulster  County, 
agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  viz  : 

Beat  No.  \.  Evert  Bogardus,  Captain;  Daniel  Gra- 
ham, First  Lieutenant;  Anthony  Frerc,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant ;  Johannes  Persen,  Ensign. 

No.  2.  Moses  Cantinc,  Jun.,  Captain  ;  Philip  Swart, 
First  Lieutenant;  Abraham  G.  J  anaktn,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  llendricus  Tarpenning,Y.m\gn. 

No.  3.  Matthew  Dedrick,'' Cnpln'm  ;  Evert  Jl'ipikoop, 
Jun.,  First  Lieutenant;  Petrus  Eygenaer,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant; llendrick  Myer,  Ensign. 

No.  4.  John  L.  De  JVitt,  Captain;  Petrus  Oostcr- 
houdt.  First  Lieutenant  ;  Tobias  Myer,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant;   Petrus  Brink,  Ensign. 

No.  G.  Hendrick  Schoonmakcr,  Captain;  Edward 
Schoonmakcr,  First  Lieutenant  ;  Eihrurd  II /liltaker.  Se- 
cond Lieutenant;  Isaac  Burhaiis,   Ensij^n. 

The  above  is  a  tiue  copy  of  the   Reiurns   made  to  the 


(Committee  of  Kimrslon. 


Jos 


Ca'^herie. 


RETURN    OF  A  COMPANY   OF   HORSE    IN   THE  TOWN    OF   KINGS- 
TON,  IN   ULSTER  COUNTY,   NEW- YORK. 

Philip  Ilooghteeling,  Captain  ;  Silvester  Salisbury, 
First  Lieutenant;  Petrus  Myndcrtse,  Second  Lieutenant; 
Cornelius  C.  Newkcrk,  Cornet ;  Cornelius  J.  Dubois. 
First  Quartermaster;  James  Roc,  Second  Quartermaster. 


RETURN     OF     MILITIA     OFFICKUS      FOR     NP.  W-W  I NDSOR     PRE- 
CINCT,   |;LSTEII    COCNTV,    NEW-YORK. 

NpM-.Wiiidsoi-,  Outulior  :".  177,"). 

Gentlemf.n:  These  are  in  certify  that  John  Ihlknap 
was  legally  elected  Captain,  Silas  li'ood  First  l^ieuten- 
ant,  Edward  Falls  Second  liieuUMiant,  and  Janws  Sfick- 
ney  Ensign,  for  a  Company  of  Foot,  in  llie  Secoml  Regi- 
ment of  i'lstcr  County,  being  in  the  Precinct  of  New- 
II  iiulsiir,  ill  ihe  presence  of  two  of  the  Members  of  this 
T'ommitice.      l>y  order  of  the  Committee: 

Samckl  Brewster,  Chair/nun. 
To  ihe  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony 
of   Aric-  York,    now    conveneil    in    the    City    ol'  yew- 
York. 


BENJ.     BAKER    TO    BIESSRS.    YATES,    GLEN,   AND    SILVESTER. 
Albany,  October  25,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Your  favour  of  the  12tli  instant  came  to 
iiand  the  23d.  It  gave  me  satisfaction  to  understand  thai 
my  intended  process  for  the  production  of  nitre  had,  by 
the  I'rovincial  Congress,  been  so  far  approved  of  as  to 
authorize  you  to  correspond  with  me  on  the  subject.  You 
desired  to  be  informed  what  quantity  1  could  make  in  three 
months,  what  in  six  months,  and  so  on.  1  cannot,  in  jus- 
lice,  say  more  than  1  wrote  in  the  latter  part  of  my  last 
letter,  except  a  lillle  more  explanation.  Saltpetre  cannot, 
fi'om  its  origin,  be  made  to  profit  under  nine  or  twelve 
inonlhs;  yet  at  the  same  time  a  considerable  quantity  may 
be  had  in  much  less.  For  instance,  a  compound  is  put  to- 
geiher  for  transmutation:  it,  in  consequence,  from  tiie  first 
day,  must,  by  gradual  ascents,  undergo  the  change,  and  so 
on  until  the  whole  mass  is,  by  its  altractive  quality,  im- 
pregnated or  laden  with  the  nitrous  particles;  iherefore,  if 
the  commixture  is  made  use  of  before  a  sufficient  change 
has  taken  place,  we  not  only  stop  the  vegetation,  but  be- 
slow  cost  and  labour  to  little  or  no  profiK  You  further 
ask  me  to  write  my  terms,  and  in  case  the  Congress  should 
lend  me  money,  whether  I  could  find  security  for  the  same, 
it  cannot  appear,  from  my  writing  before,  that  self-interest- 
ed views  was  any  ways  my  motive;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
purely  lo  serve  the  Country — therefore,  I  really  think  it 
ought  not  to  be  ex|)ecled  for  me  to  make  propositions.  In 
respect  to  security,  1  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  under 
the  consideration  of  being  a  stranger,  and  at  the  same  lime 
in  a  part  of  a  country  where  the  people  of  it  can  have  but 
a  slender  idea  of  the  practicability  of  such  a  manufactory, 
can  have  faith  enough  to  become  bail  for  the  return  of 
cash  advanced  under  these  considerations.  Please  to  ex- 
cuse me — I  cannot  ihink  of  looking  for  it;  but  at  the  same 
time  observe,  that  for  any  sum  advanced,  can  find  good 
security  that  it  shall  be  disbursed  for  the  purpose  intend- 
ed, and  any  capital  (provided  not  too  small)  may  be  cm- 
j.loyed. 

Now,  gentlemen,  upon  a  re-examinaiion  of  what  I  wrote 
before,  as  well  as  now,  1  hope  my  repealed  overtures  will 
be  looked  upon  as  sufficient.  My  first  was  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Albany,  and  forwarded  to  ihe  Aeic-York  Congress; 
wherein  1  ollered  my  service  without  any  limited  fee  or 
reward,  doubting  not  but  publick  services  might  meet  with 
jjublick  reward.  And  in  my  second,  as  well  as  this,  have, 
for  your  mere  satisfaction,  been  more  open  than  is  altogether 
consistent  with  safety  to  the  art;  and,  notwithstanding  all 
that  1  have  said,  will  yet,  for  your  belter  idea  of  the  rea- 
sonableness of  my  process,  give  you  the  East-India  method 
of  making  saltpetre,  in  which  you  will  find  an  affinity  be- 
tween their  method  and  mine,  because  the  sameness  is  in 
all  vegetables  whatsoever,  when  reduced  by  fire,  viz: 

"The  manner  in  which  nitre  is  originally  obtained  in 
the  East-Indies,  is  (1  have  it,  says  the  author,  on  ihe  au- 
thority of  a  person  of  unquestionable  veracity,  who  made 
it  his  particular  business  to  procure  a  just  information)  ac- 
cording to  the  following  account:  There  is  a  very  tall  kind 
of  grass  growing  in  the  country  where  the  nitre  is  produced, 
which  being  burnt  customarily  in  the  autumn,  forms  beds 
of  very  large  extent,  covered  with  such  salts  and  earths, 
resulting  from  the  incineration,  as  the  most  ])ro|ier  matrices 
for  the  formation  of  the  nitre.  I'hese  lying  all  ihe  winter 
on  the  siiles  of  iiills,  ex|)osed  to  the  winds,  consequently 
collect  the  nitrous  s])irils  from  the  air,  in  the  same  manner 
as  when  spread  by  art  with  that  intent,  and  produce  great 
quantities  of  nitre.  After  this,  a  rainy  season  ensues,  where 
the  solution,  partly  absorbed  by  the  earlli,  and  partly  (low- 
ing above  it,  is  exposed  to  the  heat  of  the  sun;  that  makes 
an  evaporation  of  the  humidity,  and  leaves  the  salt  in  a  dry 
state,  either  commixed  with  the  earth,  or  on  the  suiface  of 
it,  and  this  is  sometimes  artificially,  by  turning  the  rills  of 
water,  as  ihcy  descend  from  the  higher  grounds,  by  proper 
tanks,  into  places  where  the  absorption  of  it  by  the  ground 
is  prevented  ;  and  where,  iherefore,  the  fluid,  drying  away 
by  insolniioii,  produces  a  sirong  solution  of  the  nitre,  which 
beini:  taken  out  and  purified  in  that  state,  is  afterwards  re- 
duced to  a  crystalline  form  by  evaporation." 

Upon  the  whole  of  what  has  been  said,  if  it  is  intended 
to  have  a  work  established,  may  appoint  trustees;  and  I, 
for  an  adequate  consideration,  hv  wav  of  superintendency, 
am  willing,  to  the  best  ol'  mv  abilities,  to  construct  and 
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manage  the  same.  Winter  is  close  at  hand,  yet  consider- 
able might  be  done,  and  is  certainly  the  best  season  to 
give  the  change. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Benjamin  Bakt-u. 
To  Messrs.  Yates,  Gkn,  and  Silvester. 


SILAS   MARSH   TO   NEW-YOIIK    CONC/RK.SS. 

Anicniii,  Dutclicss  County,  N.  Y.,  Octobor  L>.j,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  You  will  observe,  by  my  return  oC  a  for- 
mer paper  of  this  kind,  or  one  returned  by  lloswtil  Hop- 
Jcins,  that  Jncl  Harvey  was  returned  on  the  back  thereof, 
and  ]\Ir.  Morse  not  returned  at  all,  by  reason  the  paper 
was  never  presented  to  hiin.  Harvey  since  behaves  like 
a  true  friend,  and  desires  he  may  be  entered  among  the 
faithful,  and  be  entitled  to  their  jirivileges;  which  desire 
he  may. 

I  am  your  very  humble  servant,  Silas  IMarsh. 

Peter  T'.  B.  Liviiigston,  Ei^q. 

Persuaded  that  the  salvation  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
o(  America  depend,  under  God,  on  the  llrm  miion  of  its 
inhabitants  in  a  vigorous  piosecution  of  the  measures  neces- 
sary for  its  safety,  and  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  pre- 
venting the  anarchy  and  coni'usion  that  attend  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  powers  of  Government,  we,  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  Dutchess  County,  and  Province  o(  JS'ew- 
York,  being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  avowed  designs  of  the 
Ministry  to  raise  a  revenue  in  America,  and  shocked  by 
the  bloody  scenes  now  acting  in  the  Massachusetts- Buy , 
do,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  resolve  never  to  become 
slaves,  and  do  associate,  under  all  the  ties  of  religion,  hon- 
our, anil  love  to  our  Country,  to  adopt,  and  endeavour  to 
carry  into  execution,  whatever  measures  may  be  recom- 
mended by  the  Continental  Congress,  or  resolved  upon  by 
our  Provincial  Convention,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
our  Constitution,  and  opposing  the  execution  of  the  several 
arbitrary  and  oppressive  acts  of  the  British  Parliament, 
until  a  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  America, 
on  constitutional  principles,  wdiich  we  most  ardently  de- 
sire, can  be  obtained  ;  and  that  we  will  in  all  things  follow 
the  advice  of  our  General  Committee  respecting  the  pur- 
]ioses  aforesaid,  the  preservation  of  peace  and  good  order, 
and  the  safety  of  individuals  and  private  |iroperiy. 
JosiAH  Morse, 
Joel  Harvey,  JaN. 


GOVERNOLR  COOKE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  October  25,  1775. 

Sir  :  Captain  Whipple  returned  here  from  his  voyage 
to  Bermuda  on  Friday  last.  He  had  received  authentick 
intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  packet  at  New-  York,  be- 
fore the  first  time  limited  for  his  cruise  was  expired,  and 
immediately  sailed  for  Bermuda.  He  had  light  flattering 
winds  for  several  days,  and  when  near  the  island  met  with 
a  violent  gale,  which  diove  him  three  or  four  degrees  to 
the  southward,  and  occasioned  his  having  a  long  passage. 
He  put  in  at  the  west  end  of  the  island,  where  the  inliabi- 
tants,  taking  him  to  be  an  armed  vessel  belonging  to  the 
King,  were  thiown  into  the  utmost  confusion,  and  the  wo- 
men and  children  fled  into  the  country;  but  upon  showing 
his  commission  and  instructions,  were  sati^lie(l,  and  treated 
him  with  great  cordiality  and  friendship.  They  informed 
him  that,  upon  the  powder's  being  removed,  the  Govern- 
our  bad  given  General  Gage  an  account  of  the  part  they 
bad  taken  in  the  transaction,  who  iiad  despatched  a  sloop 
of  war  and  a  transport  of  six  hundred  tons  to  take  all  the 
provisions  sent  to  the  islatid,  (they  then  lay  at  Georgc- 
toum,)  and  treated  the  islanders  as  Rebels.  Captain  fVhip- 
ple  had  five  of  the  King's  Council  on  board  his  sloop,  who 
all  assured  him  that  the  inhabitants  were  hearty  friends  to 
the  American  cause,  and  heartily  disposed  to  serve  it.  As 
the  assistance  they  gave  in  the  removal  of  the  powder 
hath  made  them  obnoxious  to  the  enemy,  and  reduced 
them  to  a  disagreeable  situation,  I  think  they  ought  to  he 
treated  with  every  mark  of  friendship.  1  submit  to  your 
Excellency  the  jiropriety  of  your  representing  their  case 
to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  rerommcnding  them  to 


favour.  We  are  fitting  out  Captain  JVhipjplc  for  a  cruise 
to  the  eastward  with  all  possible  expedition ;  which  I  hope 
will  prove  more  fortunate  than  his  last. 

I  am,  with  acknowledgment  of  the  polite  treatment  I 
received  from  you  at  Cambridge,  and  with  great  respect, 
Sir,  your  humble  and  most  obedient  seivant, 

Nicholas  Cooke. 
General  li'ashiiii^ion. 

P.  S.  I  enclose  your  address  to  the  inhabitants  oi'  Ber- 
muda. 

COLONEL  JOSEl'II  REED  TO  COLONEL  GLOVER  AND  STE- 
PHEN MOYLAN,  ES(i. 

Ile.icl-Quartcrs,  October  25,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Yotn-  favour  of  blank  date  came  safe  to 
hand.  We  are  much  |)leased  that  Captains  Broiightoii 
and  iSclman  are  sailed,  not  only  on  account  of  their  proba- 
bly meeting  with  greater  success  in  their  destination,  but 
on  that  of  a  piece  of  intelligence  we  lately  bad  from  Bos- 
ton, \\z:  that  a  transport  with  twelve  hunflred  barrels  of 
powder  on  board,  without  a  convoy  or  force,  has  been  miss- 
ing some  time,  and  they  expect  has  fallen  into  our  hands. 
Captain  Coit,  with  his  Company,  marched  to  Flymoutli 
yesterday.  We  expect  they  will  be  out  by  Friday  some- 
time. There  will  be  a  large  schooner,  carrying  ten  car- 
riage-guns, fitted  out  there  by  Sunday.  I  have  given  them 
the  signals.  Captain  Adams  was  with  me  to-night.  I 
hope  to  get  him  and  bis  men  ofl"  by  Fiiday  morning.  En- 
closed you  have  the  instructions  lor  the  agents,  signed  by 
the  General,  which  you  will  please  to  send  to  each  of  them 
nominated  tliat  way.  They  are  exactly  the  same  as 
those  sent  to  Plymouth.  I  have  given  yesterday  to  Cap- 
tain GVoi.t;- orders  for  the  things  mentioned  in  yom-  letters, 
which  I  hope  he  will  procure,  as  1  have  not  time  to  go 
after  thein  myself.  Transports  arrive  every  day.  We 
would  wish  you  to  ajiprize  Captain  Manly  and  Captain 
^t/rtflis  of  their  preserving  a  good  understanding  with  each 
other,  and  settling  their  signals,  &c.  As  Adams  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  coast  farther  eastward  than  Cape.  Ann, 
it  may,  ])erliaps,  not  be  amiss  for  him  lo  go  there.  I  shall 
direct  him  to  advise  with  you  on  this  and  other  subjects  ; 
and  am,  Genllcmcu,  your  most  obedient  humble  seivant, 
Joseph  Reed,  Secretary. 
To  Colon.d  GInv-r  and  Stephen  Moytan,  Esq.,  at  Salem 

or  MarUJuad. 

P.  S.  We  think  you  had  best  fix  the  Commissaries  with 
the  agents,  and  so  make  the  instruction  conformable  where 
you  are,  and  to  those  at  a  distance  make  them  refer  lo  these 
others,  which  will  put  all  on  a  footing.  It  will  be  best  to 
put  any  agreements  in  writing. 

MASSACHUSliTTS   ASSEMBLY   TO  CONTINENTAL   CONGRESS, 
[licud  November  16,  1775.] 

Watertown,  October  '35,  1775. 

May  it  please  your  Honours  :  You  have  here  en- 
closed nearly  the  amount  of  our  disbursements,  which  have 
been  paid  by  our  Treasurer,  before  the  5tb  instant,  for  the 
support  of  the  Army  stationed  in  this  Colony,  and  for  pro- 
viding necessaries  to  enable  them  to  make  a  pioper  stand 
against  the  Ministerial  forces. 

The  hurry  with  which  we  have  been  driven,  the  jier- 
plexities  which  have  attended  the  sudden  collection  of  an 
army,  and  the  muiiiplicity  of  business  which  naturally 
arises,  by  attending  to  their  various  wants,  together  with  a 
due  attention  to  the  distresses  of  our  suffering  friends  in 
and  about  Boston,  have  prevented  our  perfecting  such  an 
account  as  your  Honours  might  expect.  But  as  soon  as  a 
settlement  can  be  made  with  our  several  Committees,  and 
our  accounts  adjusted,  which  are  daily  coming  before  us, 
we  hope  to  be  able  to  transmit  to  your  Honours  such  an 
account  as  will  appear  satisfactory  and  reasonable.  In  the 
mean  time,  as  the  sum  on  the  paper  enclosed  arises  only 
from  the  purchasing  articles  absolutely  necessary  for  sup- 
port of  the  Continental  cause,  about  ten  thousand  Pounds 
whereof  is  for  provisions  and  other  articles  in  store,  before 
the  arramjement  of  the  American  Army,  which  have  been 
and  are  daily  delivering  to  the  Continental  Commissary 
and  Quartermaster-General,  we  trust  you  will  be  induced 
to  crant  us  the  same  or  such   other  sum,  to  supply  our 
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pressin!?  neces^iiies,  as  to  «lir  Honours  may  appear  fit 
and  reasonable.  It  is  propofed  that  we  should  pay  up  the 
troops  raised  by  this  Colony  to  the  Isl  o[  August,  (as  will 
appear  by  a  copv  of  General  (Vashington's  letter,  herewith 
transmitted;)  wiiich  business  we  shall  attend  to,  as  soon  as 
the  jjay-rolls  are  laid  before  us.  We  have  paid  the  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers  of  this  Colony  only 
forty  sliillinL;s  each,  which  is  included  in  the  within  ac- 
count; and,  as  most  of  them  have  been  in  camp  since  the 
lyth  o(  April  last,  we  imagine  that  the  balance  of  the  said 
pay-rolls  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  sixty-five  thousand  six 
limidred  and  eighty  Pounds.  Agreeable  to  the  terms  of 
enlistment,  each  non-commissioned  ofiicer  and  private  sol- 
dier raised  in  this  Colony  was  to  have  one  coat  given  him; 
many  of  these  coats  have  already  been  delivered,  and  the 
expense  of  the  whole  will,  we  presume,  amount  to  the  sum 
of  sixteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty  Pounds,  at  the 
least.  We  have  also  already  before  us  accounts  from  sev- 
eral Towns,  of  powder  supplied  to  the  Army,  to  the  amount 
of  one  lunulred  and  seventy-four  and  a  quarter  barrels.  We 
would  further  inform  your  Honours  that  we  have  raised  in 
this  Colony  two  thousand  and  eighty  men,  officers  included, 
and  stationed  them  on  those  parts  of  our  sea-coasts  which 
were  most  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy.  We 
judged  this  step  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent 
oui°encmies  from  supplying  themselves  with  provisions  and 
other  necessaries.  Their  vessels  of  war  made  several  at- 
tempts on  the  most  naked  and  defenceless  places,  on  the 
sea-coasts  of  this  Colony,  whose  situation  ex])osed  them 
beyond  that  of  our  neighbours  :  but  although  their  attempts 
were  bravely  opposed,  we  know  the  inhabitants  of  those 
])laces  had  not  sufficient  force  within  themselves  to  repel 
all  such  invaders.  It  was,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  send  them  such  additional  forces  as  might 
enable  them  eflectually  to  cut  off  all  supplies  of  provisions, 
wood,  &c.,  from  the  Ministerial  Army  in  Boston,  as  well 
as  to  secure  themselves  against  the  vengeance  that  might 
be  expected  from  the  rage  of  a  disappointed  enemy,  and 
under  which  those  unfortunate  people  are  now  sutferiug  in 
a  shocking  degree.  To  these  forces  we  have  jiaiil  the  sum 
of  four  thousand  eighty-three  Pounds  eight  Shillings.  A 
measure  so  necessary  and  so  essential  to  the  service  of  the 
common  cause,  we  are  persuaded,  will  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation and  support  of  the  Congress;  and  we  trust  your 
Honours  will  consider  the  above  expenses,  in  connection 
with  the  within  account,  and  make  such  grants  as  you  may 
judge  fit  and  reasonable.  We  have  exhibited  no  account 
of  moneys  advanced  in  removing  and  supporting  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Boston.  The  distresses  of  those 
persons  who  have  virtuously  sacrificed  not  only  their  con- 
veniences, but  necessaries  of  life,  to  save  their  Country, 
so  much  deserves  the  compassion  of  this  Continent,  that 
we  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  beg  leave,  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolution  of  the  late  honourable  Continental  Congress 
respecting  them,  to  lay  an  account  of  our  disbursements 
thereon  before  you,  for  consideration. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Great  and  General 
Court  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massuckusttts-Baij : 

Peiu;-/,  Morton,  Dcputi/  Stc'i/. 


Copi/  of  a  Letter  from  liis  EiccJkncij  General  Washinc- 
TON,  to  a  Committee  of  the  Board. 

IlLMul-Ciuui-lrrs,  Ciiinbridgc,  August  \-2,  1775. 

'  Gr.NTLE.MEN:  1  have  considered  the  papers  you  left 
with  me  yesterday.  Those  of  them  which  relate  to  Jones 
show  liiin  to  be  a  most  malignant  and  inveterate  enemy 
to  his  Country,  and  as  such  1  trust  he  will  meet  with  his 
deserts;  but  1  have  such  various  and  important  matters 
retiuiring  my  constant  attention,  that  I  must  beg  leave  to 
refer  him,  and  all  others  under  similar  cirrunistances,  to 
the  authority  of  the  Province,  both  for  safe  custody  and 
punishment. 

The  payment  of  the  troops  is -of  such  indispensable 
necessity,  that  I  must  endeavour  to  use  the  powers  com- 
mitted to  me  by  the  honourable  Congress,  so  as  to  remove 
this  cause  of  complaint.  I  purpose  to  direct  the  new  Pay- 
master to  commence  his  payments  from  the  1st  ol  August, 
and  hereafter  continue  them  monthly.  1  have  considered 
that  there  .are  few,  if  any  men,  who  have  not  served  two 
months,  and   thouLrh  some   have    received    their  advance 


twice,  it  cannot  be  supposed  there  are  many  who  have  had 
more.  The  two  months'  service  will  then  be  set  against 
the  double  advance  ;  and  if  a  strict  scrutiny  is  immediately 
made,  which  I  would  recommend,  the  accounts  may  be 
settled  to  that  time,  the  delinquents  probably  be  detected, 
and,  in  the  end,  justice  done  both  to  the  Province  and  the 
men. 

if  any  embezzlements  have  been  made  by  the  ofiicers, 
they  will  stand  accountable  to  the  publick  ;  but,  at  all 
events,  the  soldiers  are  entitled  to  and  must  have  their 
pay,  if  any  service  is  expected  from  them.  The  shirts, 
shoes,  stockings,  and  breeches,  provided  by  the  Province, 
can  he  taken  on  the  Continental  account;  but,  1  appre- 
hend, there  will  not  be  the  same  necessity  to  provide  coats, 
the  Continental  Congress  having  ordered  hunting-shirts  as 
an  outside  dress,  under  which  a  warm  waistcoat  will  be 
cheaper  and  more  convenient. 

As  to  the  expedition  ]iroposed  against  Nova-Scotia,  by 
the  people  o(  Machias,  1  cannot  but  applaud  their  spirit 
and  zeal  ;  but,  after  considering  the  reasons  oflered  for  it, 
several  objections  occur,  which  seem  to  be  unanswerable. 
I  apprehend  such  an  enterprise  inconsistent  with  the  gen- 
eral principle  upon  which  the  United  Colonies  have  pro- 
cteded.  It  is  true,  that  Province  has  not  acceded  to 
the  measures  of  the  Congress,  and  they  have  therefore 
been  excluded  from  all  commercial  intercourse  with  the 
other  Colonies;  but  they  have  not  commenced  hostilities 
against  them,  nor  are  any  to  be  apprehended.  To  attack 
them,  therefore,  is  a  step  of  conquest  rather  than  defence, 
and  may  be  attended  with  very  dangerous  consequences. 

It  might,  perhaps,  be  easy  with  the  force  ])roposed  to 
make  an  incursion  into  the  Province,  to  overawe  those  ol 
the  inhabitants  who  are  inimical  to  our  cause,  and  for  a 
short  time  prevent  their  supplying  the  enemy  with  provi- 
sions ;  but  the  same  force  must  continue,  to  produce  any 
lasting  effects. 

As  to  the  furnishing  vessels  of  any  force,  you,  gentle- 
men, will  anticipate  me,  in  jwinting  out  our  weakness  and 
the  enemy's  strength.  There  would  be  great  danger  that, 
with  the  best  preparation  we  could  make,  they  would  fall 
an  easy  prey,  either  to  the  men  of  war  on  that  station,  or 
some  who  would  be  detached  from  Boston.  I  have  been 
thus  particular,  to  satisfy  any  gentlemen  of  the  Court  who 
incline  to  ado|Jt  the  measure.  I  could  offer  many  other 
reasons  against  it,  some  of  which,  1  doubt  not,  will  suggest 
themselves  to  the  honourable  Board;  but  it  is  unnecessary 
to  enumerate  them,  when  our  situation,  as  to  the  ammuni- 
tion, absolutely  forbids  our  sending  a  single  ounce  out  of 
the  camp  at  present. 

1  am,  with  great  respect  and  regard,  Gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

G  E  o  lu  u:  A\'  A  s  1 1 1 N  (;  r  o  n  . 


To  the  llunouralih  the  Continental  Congress,  now  silting 
at  Pini.Ai)ELPHi\  : 

The  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  beg  leave  to  la\ 
before  your  Honours  the  following  disbursements  made  by 
said  Colony,  in  defence  o( American  liberty,  for  considera- 
tion and  allowaiicf : 
The   Committee  of  Supplies"   Drafis   on         £         s.    d. 

the  Colony  Trea=;urer,  amounting  to  -  87,093  19  4 
The  Provincial  Congress's  Drafis  on  ditto,  l,a92  0  10 
The  Committee  of  Safety's  Drafts,      "     -  140     0     0 

The  Committee  for  procuring  Fire-Arms' 

Drafis  on  ditto,  .-....-  1,635  3  9 
The  Committee  of  Clothing's  Drafis  on 

diiio.     -     -     -     - l,-270     4     4 

'i'lic  PidviiKial  <\Mimp-s's  Drafis  on  ditto, 

ni   lavour  of  sineral    Muster  and    Pav- 

masters  ofUie  Army.  -  -  -  -'-  •27,01(5  0  0 
The  Honniirable  Comicirs  Drafis  on  ditto, 

to  5lli  0(7(^6(T,  instant, 11,608     0     0 

Total,     -    £133,035     8     3 


\V,itrrtou  n,  Octol)er  .''.,  1775. 

This  certifies  that 'the  foregoing  drafis,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  £133,055  84'.  3-/.,  lawful  money,  have  been  paid 
by  me.  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury,  exclusive  of  the  drafis 
uiade  for  the  payment  of  troo})s  on  the  sea-coasts,  the  sup- 
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port  of  civil  Government,  and  otliei  contingent  charges, 
and  of  sundry  other  drafts  of  the  above  Committees,  Sec, 
wliich  have  not  been  presented  for  payment. 

Henry  Gardner,  Treasurer. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  now  sitting 
at  Philadelphia. 

EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER   FROM   qi  EBECK,   DATEIJ   OCTOBER 

25,  1775. 
A  good  many  of  the  Rebels  have  deserted  and  enlisted 
in  Colonel  iUcicort's  Highlanders,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  of  them  have  deserted  to  Major  Preston  in  Fort  St. 
John's.  That  fort  begins  to  be  short  of  provisions,  and 
is  blocked  up  by  the  main  body  of  the  Rebels,  consisting 
of  near  two  thousand  men.  General  Carktvn,  with  a 
party  of  seven  hundred  men,  is  by  this  time  marched  to 
their  relief,  and  Colonel  McLean  is  gone  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, by  another  route,  with  three  hundred  and  fifty  men. 
They  intend  to  attack  the  Rebels  in  their  intrenchments, 
and  at  the  same  time  Major  Preston  is  to  sally  out  with 
his  garrison  from  the  fort.  If  the  Rebels  are  beat,  the  fort 
will  be  supplied  with  provisions  for  the  winter;  if  not, 
they  will  make  the  best  retreat  they  can  to  Montreal.  We 
have  here  a  man  of  war's  snow  and  an  armed  brig  belong- 
ing to  the  navy,  under  the  command  of  a  Lieutenant,  and 
three  or  four  armed  vessels  with  about  three  hundred  sea- 
men on  board,  taken  up  by  General  Carleton,  and  we  hear 
there  is  another  man  of  war  on  her  passage  in  the  river. 
There  are  several  passengers  going  for  England  in  the 
ships  that  are  now  sailing  from  here.  Some  of  them  will 
give  very  unfavourable  accounts  of  our  situation  ;  but  you 
need  not  give  much  credit  to  what  they  say,  for  their  tale 
will  be  suggested  by  their  fears.  Walker  has  been  taken 
up,  by  order  of  General  Carleton,  for  corresponding  with 
the  Rebels,  and  spiriting  up  the  Canadians  to  take  up  arms 
against  Government.  He  is  in  irons  on  l)oard  the  Gaspec, 
armed  vessel,  together  wiili  the  ]Sew-England  Colonel 
Allen,  Major  Ilezen,  and  Captain  Turner. 


EXTRACT    OF    ANOTHER  LETTER  FROM  ("iUEDECK,  DATED 
OCTOBER  25,    1775. 

Amongst  the  many  groundless  reports  which  were  daily 
S]u-ead  about  in  the  Province  during  the  last  spring  and 
summer,  there  have  been  several  relating  to  Mr.  Walker, 
of  Montreal.  The  friends  of  the  (^ucbeck  Bill  were  so  ex- 
asperated against  him  for  his  spirited  conduct  on  the  Com- 
mittee that  drew  up  the  petitions  to  Parliament  against  it, 
that  they  began  to  plan  his  ruin.  When  the  Congress 
sent  their  first  address  to  the  Canadians,  and  Mr.  Cashing, 
(an  old  and  particular  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Walker's,  when 
he  resided  at  Boston,)  sent  him  a  packet  of  them,  printed 
in  French,  to  distribute,  IMr.  fl'alker  made  no  secret  of 
his  having  received  this  packet,  as  we  had  long  before 
received  that  address  in  the  newspapers,  and  translated 
copies  of  it  had  been  handed  about  the  Country  by  the 
French  themselves.  However,  Rouvillc  and  Cugnct  took 
occasion  from  it  to  tell  the  Governour  in  publick,  at  his 
table,  that  Mr.  Walker  corresponded  with  the  Congress ; 
and  when  that  shameful  insult,  of  which  I  sent  you  an 
account,  was  offered  to  His  Majesty's  marble  bust  at  Mon- 
treal, on  the  day  on  which  the  (^uelicck  Act  took  place, 
mention  was  again  made  of  Rlr.  Walker  by  his  enemies, 
as  having  a  concern  in  that  odious  business.  But  fortu- 
nately (if  I  can  with  propriety  say  so)  for  him  in  that 
matter,  he  was  at  that  time,  and  had  been  for  some  days 
before,  very  ill  with  the  rheumatism,  under  the  care  of 
Doctor  Beaumont.  One  day  Rouville  got  into  a  dispute 
with  him  and  others  in  the  market  in  Montreal.  What  the 
dispute  began  upon,  is  not  material,  but  RonviUe  would 
support  this  position.  Que  le  roi  est  maitre,  that  is,  that 
the  King  is  master,  or  that  his  will  must  always  be  com- 
plied with.  Mr.  Walker  said,  very  coolly,  "  that  with 
regard  to  Monsieur  de  Rouville  it  might  be  so,  as  he  eat 
of"  His  Majesty's  bread  ;  but,"  said  he,  "  1  deny  that  the 
King  is  my  master.  I  respect  him  as  my  lawful  Sover- 
eign and  King,  and  am  ready  to  pay  due  obedience  to  his 
lawful  commands;  but  I  cannot  acknowledge  him  for  my 
master  while  I  live  by  my  own  industry.  AV'hen  I  receive 
pay  from  him,  I  will  acknowledge   him  for  my  master." 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi. 


Rouville  immediately  wrote  to  the  Governour  an  account 
of  this  conversation,  and  added,  that  he  had  made  no 
reply  to  Mr.  Walker;  and  in  a  few  days  he  received  an 
answer  from  the  Governour,  which  he  showed  to  several 
persons  at  Montreal,  in  which  the  Governour  commends 
his  prudence,  and  promises  not  to  forget  him.  And  accord- 
ingly he  was  soon  after  named  for  one  of  the  Judges  of 
Montreal,  to  the  great  surprise  and  astonishment  of  all  the 
French  inhabitants,  who  had  conceived  an  ill  opinion  and 
a  strong  dislike  of  him,  from  his  behaviour  in  the  office  of 
a  Judge,  of  some  kind  or  other,  many  years  ago  in  the 
time  of  the  French  Government.  This  Mr.  Rouville  is 
remarkable  for  taking  every  opportunity  (as  he  speaks 
a  little  English)  to  throw  himself  in  the  way  of  the  En- 
glish inhabitants  of  Montreal,  in  order  to  pick  up  what 
tales  he  can,  to  send  them  up  to  the  Governour;  and  this 
has  been  so  well  known  to  be  his  practice,  that  many  per- 
sons have  amused  themselves  with  leading  him  into  mis- 
takes, by  opening  their  letters  in  his  presence  at  the  post- 
office,  (where  be  was  always  sure  to  be,)  and  mentioning 
things  as  if  they  read  them  in  the  letters,  and  of  which  not 
a  word  was  said  in  them.  And  it  was  while  ^Ir.  Rouville 
was  thus  upon  the  hunt  for  private  anecdotes  amongst  the 
English  inliabitants  of  Montreal,  that  Mr.  Walker  fell  into 
the  above  dispute  with  him.  This  dispute,  together  with 
many  invectives  from  some  of  the  military  gentlemen,  who 
were  particularly  severe,  and  gave  themselves  many  airs, 
styling  the  members  of  our  Committee  that  prepared  the 
petitions  to  Parliament,  Rebels,  and  construing  our  dislike 
of  the  Quciieck  Bill  into  a  spirit  of  opposition  to  Govern- 
ment, and  declaring  that  they  hoped  every  moment  to  re- 
ceive orders  to  take  us  up  ;  I  say  the  conversations  of  this 
kind,  which  were  frequently  heard,  (though  chiefiy  indeed 
among  the  young  and  inconsiderate,)  yet  had  so  ugly  an 
appearance,  and  so  bad  a  tendency,  that  they  determined 
]\Ir.  Walker,  in  the  month  o( May,  to  go  to  his  country  house 
at  Assumption,  to  the  pot-ash  works  which  he  had  erected 
there,  and  amuse  himself  with  those,  and  with  his  farm, 
merely  for  the  sake  of  being  out  of  the  way  of  such  con- 
versations, and  out  of  the  reach  of  the  calumny  of  his 
enemies.  But  all  would  not  do  ;  for  it  woidd  be  impossi- 
ble in  the  space  of  a  letter  to  relate  the  many  artful  reports 
that  have  been  spread  to  set  his  fellow-citizens  against 
him,  that  he  might  with  the  greater  ease  be  made  a  sacri- 
fice to  their  resentment.  One  time,  it  was  reported  that 
packets  of  letters  to  him  and  others  had  been  intercepted, 
which  were  answers  to  letters  wrote  by  him  ;  at  another 
that  letters  fiom  hiin  had  been  taken  ;  then,  that  two  Ca- 
nadians were  taken  up  and  in  prison,  who  had  brouglit 
letters  for  him  fiom  the  southward  ;  then,  that  he  had  been 
over  the  river  with  the  Provincials.  Once,  it  was  asserted 
here  that  he  and  two  other  persons  were  taken  up  and  im- 
prisoned, and  that  three  more  persons  at  Quebeck  were 
soon  to  be  so ;  then,  it  was  said  that  he  had  quitted  the 
Province,  and,  afterwards,  that  he  was  fortifying  himself. 
Mr.  John  Bondjield,  having  business  up  the  country,  call- 
ed on  him  at  Assumption,  and  mentioning  these  reports, 
and  that  we  had  publickly  contradicted  them  at  (^ucbeck, 
it  was  the  first  lime  he  had  heard  of  them  ;  for  he  had  not 
been  easier  or  quieter  for  a  long  while,  as  he  saw  nobody 
but  his  own  people,  and  amused  himself  on  his  farm,  and 
with  reading.  But  as  things  grew  worse  and  worse,  and 
our  military  preparations  went  on  with  vigour,  (so  that  those 
who  did  not  carry  fire  and  sword  in  words  and  actions  were 
suspected  of  favouring  the  Provincials,)  nothing  was  talked 
of  but  parties  of  men  to  take  up  people  ;  and  on  these  occa- 
sions Mr.  Jf'alker's  name  was  always  uppermost.  And  at 
last,  on  the  7th  of  October,  the  postman  brought  the 
news,  that  just  as  he  left  Montreal,  Mr.  Walker  had  been 
brought  in  there  a  prisoner:  that  General  Carleton  had 
sent  out  in  the  night,  with  the  greatest  secrecy,  an  officer 
and  thirty  soldiers  from  Montreal,  who  were  to  receive 
their  orders  on  their  arrival  at  a  certain  place  ;  and  that 
these  orders  were  to  take  him  and  bring  him  to  Town,  (as 
the  officer  said,)  dead  or  alive.  They  accordingly  sur- 
rounded his  house  just  about  daybreak,  and  summoned 
him  to  surrender;  on  which  he  flew  to  his  arms,  choosing 
rather  the  loss  of  life  than  to  sutler  what  he  thought  he 
might  expect  from  the  soldiery,  when  employed  on  such  an 
errand,  in  such  troublesome  times  as  these.  He  defended 
himself  a   long  while   with   great   courage,  and  wounded 
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ihe  oflicer,  and  a  soldier  or  tivo.  At  last,  finding  they 
could  not  get  at  him,  they  set  fire  to  the  house,  and  then 
he,  with  Mrs.  IValkcr,  were  obliged  to  make  their  escape 
from  the  fiames,  out  of  a  garret  window,  naked  ;  and  thus 
he  fell  into  the  soldiers'  iiands,  who  then,  it  is  said,  fell 
upon  him  and  beat  him  unmercifully.  They  carried  him 
in  a  batteau  to  Montreal,  where  he  was  immediately  put 
into  very  heavy  irons,  and  no  candle,  or  pen,  ink,  and 
pa|)er,  were  allowed  him.  Mr.  John  Porleous  was  per- 
mitted to  see  him,  being  a  correspondent  of  Mr.  John 
Stretld,  of  London,  who  is  also  Rlr.  fValker's  friend  and 
correspondent ;  and  he  obtained  a  candle  for  him  to  read 
by.  The  postman  who  brought  the  first  news,  said  that 
the  Caruidians  who  were  taken  in  the  action  near  Mon- 
treal, on  the  25lh  of  September,  against  Allen's  and  Jernj 
Duggaji's  parly,  when  they  were  examined  concerning 
the  reasons  of  their  enterprise,  and  were  asked  how  they 
could  think  to  take  Montreal  with  so  small  a  body  of  men, 
had  replied,  "  that  Duggan  had  assured  them  that  all  the 
Canadians  were  in  his  interest;  that  they  had  doubtless 
heard  of  Mr.  IValker ;  and  tliat  he  was  to  join  them  with 
four  or  five  hundred  men."  Now,  Duggan  might  artfully 
have  said  all  this  to  the  Canadians,  without  any  founda- 
tion whatsoever,  in  order  to  encourage  them,  and  keep  up 
their  spirits.  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  not  a  syllable  trans- 
jiired,norcould  any  thing  be  learned  concerning  the  grounds 
on  which  such  a  step  was  taken,  from  that  day  until  two 
days  ago,  when  a  gentleman  in  the  service  of  Government 
was  iieard  to  say  he  had  full  evidence  enough  to  convict 
liim,  and  to  mention  at  the  same  time  the  deposition  of 
?ilr.  ft'alker's  own  negro  wench,  who  swears  that  a  Cap- 
lain  of  the  Provincials  dined  with  Mr.  Ji'alker,  the  day 
before  the  action  near  Montreal,  and  relates  some  of  the 
i/onversation  that  then  passed  at  table.  Others  say  there 
is  certain  proof  that  he  had  a  number  of  Canadians  ready 
to  join  the  Provincials.  But  this  I  never  will  believe  until 
I  see  it  proved  by  good  undoubted  testimony;  for  had  that 
been  the  case,  nothing  could  have  pi-evented  their  suc- 
ceeding. And  as  to  that  Provincial  Captain's  having  been 
at  Mr.  fValker's  on  the  day  before  the  action,  as  is  said,  it 
seems  to  me,  that  if  that  report  is  true,  it  atibrds  a  strong 
])roof  in  !\Ir.  Walker's  favoiu",  that,  instead  of  conipljing 
with  the  Captain's  request  to  join  liim  with  the  Canadians 
under  his  influence,  (for  that  we  must  suppose  to  have 
been  the  Captain's  errand,)  he  disajiproved  and  declined 
the  proposal. 

A  worthy  and  very  sensible  gentleman  of  this  place, 
((lucbcck,)  who  has  been  for  some  time  past  at  Montreal, 
and  returned  from  thence  since  Mr.  JValker  was  taken  up, 
oainiot  give  the  least  credit  to  any  one  of  the  reports  that 
are  circulated  there  to  his  prejudice  ;  nor  can  he,  for  his 
life,  imagine  on  wdiat  grounds  the  Governour  goes  on  in 
this  violent  prosecution  of  him.  His  loss  must  be  very 
great  by  the  burning  of  his  house,  store,  potash,  books, 
Jkc,  besides  the  cruel,  ignominious  treatment  of  him, 
rarely  executed  on  felons  until  convicted. 


OFFICIAL   NOTICE   OF   ADVICES    FIIOM   AMERICA. 

Secretary  of  State's  Ollico,  Wliitclmll,  Dcceinlx'r  IG,  1775. 

By  the  last  advices  received  from  (^uebeck,  of  tiie  -^Gth 
of  October,  it  appears  that  General  Carleton,  who  was 
ihen  at  Montreal;  had  formed  a  considerable  corps  of  Ca- 
nadians and  English  ;  that  he,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
McLean,  who  comnKUKlo<l  another  corps  on  Sorcl  River, 
were  preparing  to  proceed  by  separate  routes  to  the  relief 
of  iSV.  John's,  which  had  been  for  some  time  invested  by 
the  Rebels,  without  their  being  able  to  make  any  impres- 
sion upon  it;  and  that  there  was  the  greatest  |)robal)ility 
that  the  Country  would  be  soon  cleared  of  those  invaders, 
whose  force  was  considerably  diminished  by  sickness  and 
desertion,  and  in  great  want  of  necessary  sup|)lies. 

There  are  no  advices  lromZ^oi/y«  later  than  the  12th  of 
October,  when  GcMicral  Gage  left  it  invested  as  before  by 
the  Rebel  Army,  which  had,  however,  attempted  nolhin"'- 
since  the  allair  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

The  Earl  oi  Dunmore,  Governour  of  T'irginia,  acfjuainls 
the  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  letter  dated  the  22d  of  Octo- 
ber, on  board  the  Ship  ll'illiam,  oiWXorfulk,  that  on  the 
l-jlii  his  Lordship  liaii  landed,  with  a  party  of  between 
seveiily  anil  eigiity  men.  in  the  neighbourhood"  of  the  Town 


of  Norfolk,  and  destroyed  seventeen  pieces  of  ordnance, 
and  brought  off  two  more,  which  had  been  carried  away  from 
that  Town  by  the  Rebels,  and  concealed  in  the  country; 
that  on  the  17th  he  had  landed  again,  at  about  ei'dit  miles 
from  the  Town,  and  marched  between  two  and  three  miles 
into  the  country,  where  about  two  hundred  shirt-men  were 
collected  to  oppose  bin),  but  who  fled  into  the  woods  upon 
the  appearance  of  the  party,  leaving  behind  them  some 
small  arms  and  ammunition,  which  his  Loidship  carried 
oil';  that  on  the  IDth  he  had  again  landed,  and  destroyed 
ten  guns  and  brought  off  sis,  at  a  distance  of  two  miles 
from  the  coast,  and  on  the  ^Oth  brought  oft' six  more  ;  and 
on  the  -^Ist,  the  day  before  his  Lordship's  letter  is  dated, 
he  had  landed  again,  and  brought  off  ten  guns,  and  two 
cohorns,  and  about  sixty  small  arms,  and  a  treat  quantity 
of  ball  of  different  sizes ;  and  his  Lordship  imagines  there 
are  not  any  military  stores  remaining  in  the  possession  of 
the  Rebels  in  that  part  of  the  Piovince.  In  these  several 
landings  his  Lordship  made  seven  prisoners,  among  whom 
is  one  Robinson,  a  Deputy  to  the  Provincial  Convention, 
and  one  Matthews,  a  Captain  of  the  Minute-Men. 


ADDllESS    OF   THE   UNIVERSITY   OF    OXFORD. 

Address  of  the  Chancellor,  INIasiers,  and  Scholars  of  the 
University  of  Oxford,  in  full  convocation  assembled,  pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty  by  the  Right  Honourable  Frederick 
Lord  North,  their  Chancellor. 

To  the  King's  Most  EiceUenl  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  faithful  subjects,  the 
Chancellor,  Masters,  and  Scholars  of  the  University  of 
Oxford,  in  full  convocation  assembled,  humbly  presume 
to  express,  at  this  alarming  juncture,  the  genuine  senti- 
ments of  that  unfeigned  duty,  affection,  and  gratitude, 
which  we  owe  to  your  royal  person,  under  whose  mild  and 
auspicious  Government  the  blessings  of  peace  have  been 
derived  to  these  Nations  ;  the  spirit  of  commerce  diffused  ; 
the  cultivation  of  the  lii;eral  arts  promoted  and  rewarded  ; 
and  the  civil  and  religions  rights  of  all  your  ^lajesty's 
subjects  protected,  maintained,  and  confirmed. 

We  are  truly  sensible  that  the  continuance  of  these 
blessings,  and  the  preservation  of  these  invaluable  rights, 
essentially  depend,  under  God,  upon  the  safety  of  your 
jVIajesty's  person,  the  dignity  of  your  crown,  and  the  au- 
thority of  the  laws  over  every  part  of  your  Majesty's 
Dominions;  in  the  due  and  vigorous  execution  of  which 
true  liberty  consists,  and  by  which  alone  it  can  be  sup- 
ported. 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  wc  think  ourselves 
obliged,  by  every  principle  of  conscientious  duty  to  our 
King,  by  every  motive  of  love  and  aft'ection  to  our  Coun- 
try, to  declare  our  utter  abhorrence  of  those  base  artifices 
and  seditious  proceedings,  by  which  some  of  your  Majes- 
ty's American  subjects  have  been  tempted  to  violate  the 
laws,  to  resist  the  authority,  and  at  length  to  rebel  against 
the  sovereignty  of  the  British  Legislature. 

We  have  observed,  with  deep  concern,  the  pernicious 
tendency  of  that  profligate  licentiousness,  by  which  everv 
part  of  the  legislative  power  has  of  late  been  insulted  and 
reviled.  We  have  lamented  that  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
the  ilistinguished  privilege  of  British  subjects,  has  been 
prostituted  to  sedition,  and  most  grossly  abused  by  a  fac- 
tion which  has  openly  countenanced  rebellion,  unawed  and 
unrestrained  by  the  wholesome  severity  of  those  laws,  which 
alone  can  protect  and  give  vigour  to  a  free  Constitution. 

We  have  lamented  that  the  illegal  associations  of  men. 
whose  hopes  are  founded  in  the  calamities  of  their  Coun- 
try, should  |)revail  to  give  confidtnce  to  disobedience  and 
sanction  to  rebellion. 

We  now  deplore  the  miseries  into  which  our  deluded 
fellow-subjects  in  America  have  been  by  these  seducing 
arts  betrayed;  plunned,  as  they  are,  in  all  the  horrours  of  a 
civil  war,  unnaturally  commenced  against  the  State  which 
gave  them  birth  and  protection. 

The  magnanimity  and  lenity  of  your  Majesty's  disposi- 
tion, already  so  eminently  conspicuous,  give  us  just  confi- 
dence to  hope,  that  when  by  the  vigour  of  your  Majesty's 
counsels,  and  the  valour  of  your  arms,  aided  by  the  favour 
and  protection  of  Divine  I^rovidence,  your  rebellious  sub- 
jects shall   be   reduced   uniler  the  power  they  ha\e  thus 
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wantonly  provokeJ,  the  royal  mercy  will  be  displayed  in 
the  pardon  of  a  peoj)le  who  have  forfeited  their  lives  and 
fortunes  to  the  justice  of  the  State  ;  and  that  the  protec- 
tion of  the  British  Legislature,  under  such  form  and  re- 
strictions, as  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  shall  think  fit  to 
prescribe,  will  again  be  extended  to  the  Colonics,  when 
they  shall  have  learned  to  revere  it. 

Given  at  our  house  of  Convocation,  this  twenty-sixth 
day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 


ADDRESS   OF  TtlE  BOROUGH  OF  BRIDCEWATER. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Capital  Burgesses, 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Briclrrcivater,  in  the 
County  of  Somerset,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  the 
Honoiu'able  Anne  Pouletl,  and  Benjamin  Allen,  Esq., 
their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majcsli/. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Caj)ital 

Burgesses,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  o/ Bridge- 
water,  in  the  County  q/' Somerset. 
31ost  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
flavor,  Aldermen,  Capital  Burgesses,  and  Inhabitants  of 
the  Borough  o(  Bridgeivater,  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
jMajesty  with  our  imfeigncd  assurances  of  the  most  invio- 
lable attachment  to  your  Majesty's  person  and  Govern- 
ment. 

Anxious  for  the  glory  of  your  Majesty's  reign,  and  for 
the  prosperity  of  every  part  of  this  widely  extended  Em- 
pire, we  observe,  with  the  deepest  concern  and  ap|irehen- 
sion,  the  progress  of  the  present  dangerous  and  alarming 
troubles  in  America. 

We  therefore  most  humbly  implore  your  Majesty  gra- 
ciously to  permit  us  to  express  our  most  fervent  hopes, 
that  the  wisdom  of  your  Majesty's  counsels  may  point  out 
and  effect  some  happy  plan  of  conciliation,  which  may 
restore  peace  and  confidence  in  your  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, to  your  misguided  American  subjects,  and  which, 
without  impairing  the  supreme  legislative  authority  of  this 
Country  over  any  part  of  the  British  Empire,  may  con- 
tinue and  perpetuate  to  your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  Ame- 
rica, on  a  proper  and  constitutional  basis,  the  enjoyment  of 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  free  people. 

That  your  Majesty's  reign  may  be  long  and  glorious, 
over  a  loyal  and  united  people,  is  our  constant  and  most 
earnest  prayer. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    OFFICERS   OF  THE  NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
MILITIA. 

Address  of  the  Officers  of  the  Northamptonshire  Mllliia, 
transmitted  to  the  Earl  oi  Rod  ford,  one  of  His  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  presented  to  His  Ma- 

■        "        To  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Officers  of  the  Northamp- 
tonshire Militia. 
May  it  please  your  Majesty  : 

^Ve,  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  now  assembled  for  the 
County  of  Northampton,  humbly  beg  leave  to  give  your 
Majesty  this  assurance  of  our  readiness  to  defend  your 
royal  person  against  all  foreign  and  domcstick  enemies, 
and  to  support  the  legal  authority  of  the  C'i'own  in  pre- 
serving entire  the  matchless  fabrick  of  the  British  Con 
stitution. 

Sussex,  Colonel,  Wm.  Robinson,  Capt. 

Clarke  Adams,  Lieut.  Col.  G.  Hesilrige,  Cajtt. 

T.  C.  Maiinsell,  Major,       John  Steer,  Lieut. 

Richard  Kent,  Captain,       John  Hope,  Lieut. 

Wenman  Samwel,  Captain, 

Northampton,  October  26,  177'>. 


folk,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
and  presented  to  His  "Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eicellent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Gentlemen,  Clergy,  JNlerchants,  Manufacturers,  Incorpo- 
rated Trades,  and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Dundee,  highly  sensible  of  the  happiness  of  our  situation 
under  your  mild  and  most  gracious  Government,  beg  leave, 
in  the  most  respectfid  manner,  to  address  your  Majesty 
with  the  utmost  gratitude  for  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy. 
Zealous  for  the  preservation  of  om-  most  excellent  Con- 
stitution, it  is  with  pleasure  and  admiration  we  review  the 
wisdom  of  your  Councils,  ever  since  your  Majesty's  acces- 
sion to  the  throne. 

Sensible  that  your  Majesty's  goodness  reached  the  re- 
motest corner  of  this  extended  Empire,  it  raised  our  indig- 
nation and  surprise  when  first  we  heard  of  the  ungrateful 
conduct  of  many  of  our  American  subjects ;  we  never 
could  have  thought  that  they  so  soon  would  have  forgot 
the  hand  that  saved  them  ;  or  that  they,  so  lately  at  the 
expense  of  much  blood  and  treasure,  freed  from  the  insults 
of  a  foreign  power,  and  blessed  with  British  freedom, 
would  have  dared  to  raise  the  standard  of  rebellion  against 
your  Government. 

We  would  still  fondly  hope  that  they  would  yet  return 
to  their  duty,  and  spare  the  further  effusion  of  blood.  But 
should  they  still  continue  in  their  obstinacy,  we  Ii0[)e  more 
vigorous  methods  will  be  adopted  and  continued,  until  they 
shall  appear  sensible  of  their  crimes,  content  with  their  just 
rights,  and  atone  for  their  offences  by  their  submission  to 
the  laws  of  this  Kingdom. 

While  we  disapprove  of  the  rebellious  conduct  of  your 
RIajesty's  subjects  in  America,  we  are  sorry  to  think,  that 
even  some  of  our  own  countrymen,  by  their  practices,  rather 
appear  the  aiders  and  abetters  of  their  treason.  These, 
notwithstanding  their  specious  pretences,  we  consider  as 
the  enemies  of  their  Country,  and  view  their  endeavours 
to  raise  disturbances  amongst  us  with  abhorrence. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  can  assure  your  Majesty,  that  our 
trade  hath  as  yet  suffered  nothing  by  the  American  ports 
being  shut  against  us. 

^Vc  are  happy  under  your  Majesty's  reign,  and  will  most 
cheerfully,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  exert  ourselves, 
upon  all  occasions,  to  support  the  dignity  of  the  crown 
and  the  true  interest  of  Great  Britain. 


VIRGINIA  committee   OF  SAFETV. 

W' hereas  Lord  Dunmore,  not  contented  with  having  in- 
volved the  affairs  of  this  Colony  in  extreme  confusion,  by 
withdrawing  himself  unnecessarily  fi'om  the  administration 
of  Government,  and  exciting  an  insurrection  of  our  slaves, 
hath  lately,  in  conjunction  with  the  officers  of  the  Navy, 
proceeded  to  commence  hostilities  against  His  Majesty's 
jjeaceable  subjects  in  the  Town  and  neighbourhood  of  A"o;-- 
folk,  captivated  many,  and  seized  the  property  of  others, 
particularly  slaves,  who  are  detained  from  the  owners  ; 
slopped  all  intercourse  between  the  inhabitants  of  that  Bo- 
rougli  and  the  other  parts  of  the  Colony,  except  by  such 
as  are  inimical  to  the  rights  oi'  America,  by  means  of  whom 
provisions  are  supplied  to  the  Troops,  and  intelligence  con- 
veyed to  his  Lordship  of  every  material  transaction,  whilst 
none  of  his  pernicious  designs  can  transpire  in  the  country 
until  they  are  manifested  by  the  execution  of  them. 

The  Committee  of  Safety,  in  order  to  counteract,  as  far 
as  they  can,  so  unjustifiable  partiality,  have  unanimously 
resolved  that  no  person  whatsoever  shall  be  allowed  to 
pass  to  or  from  the  Borough  o(  Norfolk,  or  Town  o(  Ports- 
mouth, without  a  permit  from  the  said  Committee,  or  the 
Committee  of  the  County  or  Corporation  wherein  such 
person  resides,  or  from  the  commanding  officer  of  one  oi 
the  Regiments,  or  of  a  detachment  therefrom,  or  from  the 
commanding  officer  of  a  Company  or  detachment  of  Mi- 
nute-Men 0°  Militia,  in  actual  service  at   the  time  of  such 


address  of  the  gentlemen,  etc.,  of  the  town   of     permit;  and  all  Committees, and  all  officers,  civil  and  mil 


DUNDEE. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Merchants,  Manu- 
facturers, Incorporated  Trades,  and  principal  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Dundee,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of  Suf- 


tary,  and  all  other  persons,  friends  to  America,  are  desired 
to  attend  to  this  Resolution. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety: 

John  Pendleton,  Jun.,  Clerk. 
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WiUiamsburgli,  October  27,  1775. 

Let  no  Tory  plume  himself  on  Lord  Dunmore's  success 
at  and  in  the  neiiilibourhood  of  i\'o/;/"o/A:.  The  situation 
o(  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  was  very  different  from  that  of 
any  other  place  in  Virginia.  The  inhabitants  were  almost 
to  a  man  merchants  and  mechanicks,  and  a  majority  of 
them  Scotchmen  and  rank  Tories;  the  Towns  full  of  slaves, 
ready  for  an  insurrection  at  the  beck  of  their  leader;  two 
men  of  war  always  prepared  to  fire  on  them.  The  inhabi- 
tants had  little  or  no  ammunition,  and  were  badly  furnished 
with  arms.  It  is  true,  there  were  some  cannon,  belonging 
to  a  few  gentlemen  who  had  fitted  out  privateers  in  the  last 
war,  but  those  were  not  mounted  or  furnished  with  car- 
tridges, and  were  therefore  useless,  and  removed  into  the 
country.  ^V' hat,  then,  could  be  expected  from  a  jieople 
whose  whole  property  was  at  stake  in  their  houses,  and 
whose  lives  were  beset  on  all  sides?  An  open  and  pow- 
erful enemy  in  full  array  of  war  before  their  Town,  base 
and  perfidious  fellow-citizens  surrounding  them,  and  dan- 
gerous and  deadly  enemies  in  their  very  houses.  But,  with 
all  these  advantages,  the  great  exploit  of  seizing  the  Print- 
ers was  achieved  when  many  of  the  most  spirited  gentle- 
men o(  Norfolk  were  out  ol'  Town  ;  and  the  soldiers  stole 
away  the  cannon  in  the  night,  not  daring  to  venture  so  far 
from  their  ships  in  the  day.  Emboldened  by  these  suc- 
cesses, they  have,  indeed,  ventured  to  march  one  hundred 
and  twenty  Regulars  on  their  way  lo Kcmjii  Landing.  But 
their  intelligence  was  good  ;  they  knew  that  there  was  no 
force  to  oppose  them.  There,  indeed,  they  (unfortunately 
for  our  Country)  surjiriscd  Mr.  3Iatthcws  and  a  few  other 
gentlemen.  But  let  not  our  countrymen  be  the  least  dis- 
couraged at  these  things  ;  the  brave  Bostonians  bore  many 
insults  before  they  chastised  the  insolence  and  insults  of 
their  oppressors  at  Lexington.  I  do  not,  in  the  least,  sus- 
pect the  courage  of  my  countrymen.  I  know  their  cool 
intrepidity,  and  will  affirm  that  no  troops  in  the  world  are 
superiour  to  them  in  the  use  of  their  arms  ;  1  mean  not  in 
the  anticks  of  a  parade,  but  in  tlie  true  use  of  fire-arms ; 
for,  as  maiksmen,  they  are  unequalled.  Whenever  an  en- 
gagement happens,  I  make  no  doubt  the  list  of  killed  and 
wounded  will  equal  that  oi'  Bunker's  Hill.  F^ord  Dunmorc 
is  well  acquainted  witli  the  skill  of  our  Ritlemen,  and  llie 
Sliatvanese  have  borne  testimony  of  the  coolness  of  their 
aim  ;  and  he  may  be  assured  that  there  is  not  a  man  alive, 
of  the  three  thousand  whom  he  ordered  out  against  the 
Indians  last  year,  who  is  not  impatient  to  attack  him,  and 
would  not  as  willingly  discharge  their  rifies  at  him,  as  at 
any  Indian  they  ever  engaged  with. 

And  now  I  have  mentioned  the  Indian  war,  1  cannot 
fjuiit  taking  notice  of  the  suspicion  that  has  gone  forth,  that 
l^ord  Dnnmore  encouraged  that  war,  and  sent  the  Shawa- 
7iesc  to  attack  Colonel  Andreiv  Lewis;  for  there  were /;;- 
dians  in  the  engagement,  who  left  Lord  Dunmore  afier 
their  conference  with  him,  and  who  returned  to  him  after 
their  defeat.  It  is  said  that  the  Indians  have  confessed 
this,  and  declare  that  they  were  directed  by  Lord  Dunmorc 
10  attack  Colonel  jLcu'w ;  and  what  must  give  credit  to 
their  charge  is,  that  he  marched  with  the  troops,  imme- 
diately under  him,  with  less  than  a  gill  of  powder  a  man. 
The  direction  of  his  march,  and  his  behaviour  on  the  news 
of  the  defeat,  together  with  his  endeavours  to  bring  on  a 
civil  war  with  Pennsylvania,  and  his  sending  oil"  the  Indian 
hostages  when  he  thought  proper  to  feign  a  fiighton  board 
the  Fou'cy,  are  circuiustances  which  confirm  this  suspicion. 
This  was  indeed  such  a  refinement  of  treachery  as  is  scarce- 
ly to  be  conceived  but  by  the  most  cruel  and  bloody  of  all 
tyrants.  But  no  one  will  be  much  sur[)rised  at  it  who  is 
acquainted  with  Lord  Dunmorc' s  private  character,  or  with 
the  machinations  of  the  present  Ministry.  To  have  cut 
off  Colonel  Lewis  and  his  Army  would  have  been  a  trifle 
to  what  was  intended  to  follow.  His  Lordship  could  have 
patched  up  a  [teace  with  the  Indians,  after  finding  them 
sufficient  for  his  purpose  ;  and  having  removed  the  great 
obstacle  of  their  progress,  (many  brave  Rillemeii.)  this 
summer  he  could  have  called  them  in  to  his  assistance, 
laid  waste  our  frontiers,  butchering  innocent  women  and 
children,  and  perhaps  thousands  of  poor  souls  who  are 
utterly  unacquainted  with  and  have  had  no  share  in  the 
di-ipute  with  Great  Britain.  Nor  was  this  perfidy  greater 
llian  that  of  his  employers,  who  encouraged  the  impnila- 
tion  of  slaves,  nav,  almost  forced  them  on   us,  and  then 


called  on  them  to  revenge  the  wrongs  we  had  done  them 
by  enslaving  them,  and  promised  their  assistance  to  recover 
that  liberty  which  they  basely  pretended  they  are  wil- 
ling to  indulge  them  with.  Whoever  considers  the  nature 
of  this  damnable  plot,  and  the  proofs  we  have  that  it  was 
actually  intended  to  have  been  executed,  will  not  wonder 
at  what  has  been  said  concerning  Lord  Dunmorc' s  treachery 
to  Colonel  Leivis ;  and  the  whole  world  must  admire  our 
patience  and  fortitude,  and  will  applaud  the  stroke,  when- 
ever struck,  which  shall  completely  chastise  the  insulting 
tyrants  who  had  so  diabolically  plotted  our  ruin. 

But  to  return  to  my  first  observation,  viz:  that  no  Tory 
need  plume  himself  on  Lord  Dunmore' s  success;  I  will 
add,  that  this  success  has  but  served  to  increase  that  resent- 
ment which  has  been  suppressed  for  some  time  past.  The 
people  had  submitted  themselves  to  the  control  of  the  Con- 
vention ;  they  have  left  it  to  them  to  direct  their  fury,  which 
is  now  ready  to  burst  forth  with  redoubled  force.  There 
is  now  a  good  stock  of  powder  in  the  Country,  and  an  ex- 
cellent manufactory  of  that  usrful  article  established;  and 
almost  every  man  has  a  gun  or  rifle,  and  (except  a  few 
Tories)  every  man  in  the  Country  is  determined  never  to 
submit.  The  people  are  removing  their  eflects  from  the 
rivers,  and  bid  defiance  to  our  enemies.  We  have  appealed 
to  Heaven,  and  rely  on  the  Lord  of  Hosts  and  King  of 
Kings  for  protection. 

ISLE   OF   WIGHT  COUNTY    (vIRGIMa)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  held  for  the  County  oi  Isle  of  IVigJit, 
on  Thursday,  the  '26th  day  of  October,  1775,  present: 
John  Scarsbrook  /FiVA-,  Chairman,  and  thirteen  Members: 

Mary  Easson,  of  the  said  County,  (on  a  suspicion  of  her 
being  privy  to  certain  intelligence  being  conveyed  to  his 
Excellency  Lord  Dunmorc — a  charge  exhibited  against 
divers  persons  in  this  County,  by  some  person  unknown,) 
being  summoned,  appeared  before  the  said  Committee,  but 
refused  to  be  sworn,  or  answer  such  questions  as  the  Com- 
mittee might  demand  of  her;  and  after  behaving  in  a  very 
insolent,  scandalous,  and  indecent  manner,  departed  with- 
out leave. 

It  is  therefore  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
said  Mary  Easson  holds  principles  inimical  to  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  North-America,  and  ought  to  be  considered  as 
an  enemy  to  her  Country,  and  that  every  person  ought 
to  break  ofi'  all  kinds  of  intercourse  and  connection  with 
her. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  send  a  copy 
of  the  above  to  Messrs.  Jo  A  ;i  Dixon  and  IViUiam  Hunter, 
and  they  are  requested  to  insert  the  same  in  the  Virginia 


Gazette. 


■.'CIS  Yoi'NG,  Clerk. 


PRINCE     EDWARD    COL'NTV    (vIRGINIa)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  held  for  Prince  Edward  County,  at  the 
Court-House,  on  Thursday,  the  -^Gth  of  October,  1775, 

The  Committee  took  into  their  consideration  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  late  Colonial  Convention,  held  at  Rich- 
mond,  .July  17ih,  1775,  and,  after  mature  deliberation  on 
the  same,  came  to  the  I'ollowing  Resolutions : 

Resolved, unanimously, 'VUai  this  Committee  doth  entire- 
ly and  heartily  approve  the  Resolutions  and  Ordinances 
of  the  said  Convention  ;  that  they  consider  them  as  having 
the  full  force  and  jjower  of  a  law,  and  as  such  ought  to  be 
equally  binding  and  obligatory  on  all  the  good  people  of 
Virginia  ;  and  that  we  will  exert,  from  time  to  time,  in 
our  respective  capacities,  our  true  and  unremitting  endea- 
vours in  caiTving  the  same  into  full  and  complete  execu- 
tion, according  to  the  true  sense  and  spirit  thereof;  and 
that  we  shall  most  certainly  raidc  in  the  same  class  as  our 
common  and  avowed  enemy  any  person  or  persons  who 
shall  presume,  willingly  and  intentionally,  to  infringe  the 
same,  or  attempt  to  obstruct  the  free  execution  thereof, 
and,  as  such,  they  shall  be  sure  of  meeting  our  just  resent- 
ment and  indignation. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  our  cordial  and  unfeigned 
thanks  are  justly  due  to  the  worthy  Delegates  who  com- 
posed the  said  Convention,  for  their  honest  zeal  and  attach- 
ment to  the  great  American  cause  in  general,  and  the 
interest  of  their  constituents  in  particular,  as  manifested 
thiough  their  jiroceedings. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  transmit  a  copy  of  the  above 
Resolutions  to  Mr.  Furdie,  and  entreat  him  to  publish  the 
same  as  soon  as  convenient. 

John  Nash,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  ALEXANDRIA,  (VIRGINIA,) 
DATED  OCTOBER  26,    1775. 

The  post  from  the  southward  brings  advice  that  Lord 
Dunmore  had  sent  a  party  of  armed  men  into  the  Town 
of  A'or/o/A:,  who  had  spiked  seventeen  pieces  of  cannon 
and  taken  two  off.  Tliis  was  done  in  the  face  of  day,  and 
without  any  opposition  ;  indeed,  none  could  be  expected,  as 
the  principal  people  of  that  Town  are  Tories.  His  Lord- 
slii|J  has  also  seized,  dragged  on  board  a  man-of-war,  and 
confined  in  irons,  a  certain  Mr.  Goodrich,  who  lived  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Norfolk.  This  gentleman's  crime  is, 
that  he  sutiered  one  of  his  vessels,  a  few  days  ago,  to 
bring  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  gunpowder,  and 
land  the  same  safely,  without  asking  his  Lordship's  con- 
sent. We  have  also  certain  intelligence  that  Dunmore,  a 
few  days  ago,  with  one  hundred  and  forty  men,  landed 
about  ten  miles  below  Norfolk,  at  a  place  called  Kemp's 
Landing,  where  he  broke  open  a  blacksmith's  shop  and 
destroyed  about  fifty  muskets,  which  the  smith  had  lo  le- 
pair,  then  pillaged  a  number  of  houses  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  took  two  officers  and  four  privates,  in  the  Minute 
service,  prisoners.  The  object  of  this  expedition  was  to 
intercept  the  powder  abovemenlioned,  but  it  had  luckily 
been  carried  ofl'some  lime  before.  His  Loi'dship  has  lately 
received  (mm  Augustine  a  re-enforcement  of  two  lunuhed 
men  ;  so  that  his  whole  corps  is  now  sujiposeil  to  consist  of 
five  hundred  men.  

NEW-HAMPSHIRE  DELEGATES  TO  COIMMITTEE  OF   SAFETY. 

Pluladclpliia,  Oclubor  20,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour,  in  Committee,  of  the  l-2tli  instant,  is 
now  before  us,  in  answer  to  which,  we  say  that  Genera! 
Washington  had  laid  the  atlair  of  the  flour  ship  before  the 
Congress  some  days  before  your  favour  came  to  hand,  but 
nothing  has  been  concluded. 

We  urged  that  the  ship  and  her  cargo  belonged  to  the 
Colony,  as  she  was  taken  by  our  men  in  Provincial  pay, 
and  not  by  Continental  forces ;  that  we  had  suffered  and 
were  still  suffering  many  losses  by  the  taking  of  our  ships 
inward  and  outward  bound,  and  that  before  the  taking  of 
this  flour  ship.  As  soon  as  the  matter  is  settled,  shall  in- 
form you. 

We  are  greatly  rejoiced  to  hear  that  the  batteries  are  in 
such  readiness,  as  we  have  expected  to  hear  that  Forts- 
mouth  was  cannonaded.  Captain  George  Hastings  (who 
built  a  ship  ai  Ken7iebunk  last  year,  and  loaded  with  masts 
at  Fortsmouth)  is  now  here,  having  been  cast  away  on  the 
Jersey  shore,  in  a  transport  from  Boston,  bound  to  New- 
York,  with  Captain  Duncan  Camjjhell  and  Lieutenant 
Sijines,  and  a  number  of  men,  who  were  employed  to  enlist 
Scotchmen  in  the  back  parts  oi  New-York,  to  re-enforce 
the  Ministerial  Army;  they  are  all  close  prisoners,  except 
Captain  Hastings.  A  quantity  of  goods,  &c.,  is  saved  out 
of  the  ship. 

I  saw  Captain  Hastings  yesterday;  and  as  I  was  ac- 
quainted witii  him,  he  wanted  to  inform  tliat  w  hen  he  sailed 
from  Boston,  the  4th  instant.  Captain  Muwat,  (Scotchman,) 
with  three  armed  transports,  were  almost  ready  to  go  to 
Fortsmouth,  for  the  purpose  of  burning  the  Town  ;  there- 
fore, for  God's  sake,  be  ye  ready. 

You  mention  powder.  There  is  a  joint  Committee  for 
procuring  lliat  article,  of  which  Mr.  Langdon  is  one.  Every 
precaution  is  taken  for  ample  supplies;  but  as  the  whole 
Continent  is  to  be  supplied,  as  well  as  the  two  Annies,  it 
makes  it  uncertain  when  we  can  send  you  any. 

We  beg  leave  here  to  suggest  that  the  greatest  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  use  of  powder;  tliat  no  cannon  be 
fired  unless  drove  to  the  last  extremity. 

We  are  sorry  to  see  that  you  intended  to  emit  more 
paper  money;  but  as  General  IVashington's  requisition  de- 
manded it,  must  be  done.  The  House  is  now  crowded 
with  motions,  otherwise  should  have  moved  for  a  grant  of 
a  certain  sum  to  our  Colony,  which  would  have  answered 
our  purpose  without  emitting;  shall  do  it  first  opportunity, 
but  fear  the  want  of  our  accounts  will  prevent  the  grant. 


We  some  time  since  made  a  motion  for  the  regulation 
of  our  civil  Government,  and  this  day  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  motion  and  report  thereon. 
Could  have  wished  for  a  petition  fiom  our  Congress,  set- 
ting forth  all  the  reasons,  had  been  transmitted  us,  which 
would  have  helped  the  matter  much. 

Committee  has  been  appointed  to  collect  the  depreda- 
tions cominitted  by  the  sons  of  tyranny  through  the  Con- 
tinent, which  you  will  hear  from. 

We  are,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

JuSIAH   BaRTLETT. 

John  Lanodon. 
To  JVilliam  JVhipp/r,  Esquire. 

P.  S.  Enclosed  is  a  Resolution  of  Congress  respecting- 
powder. 


TRYON  col;;ty   (new-york) 


ittee    to   sir  .UlH> 


Tiyoii  Cuunty  Committee  Chamber,  October  iG,  1775. 

Honourable  Sir:  As  we  find  particular  reason  to  be 
convinceil  of  your  opinion  in  the  questions  hereafter  ex- 
pressed, we  request  that  you  will  oblige  us  with  your  sen- 
timents thereupon,  in  a  few  lines,  by  our  Messengers,  tho 
bearers  hereof,  Messrs.  Ebenezer  Cor,  James  McMastcr . 
and  John  J.  Clock,  Members  of  our  Committee.  We 
wish  to  know  whether  you  will  allow  the  inhabitants 
o(  Johnstown  and  Kingsbnrough  to  form  tliemselves  into 
Companies,  according  to  tlie  regulations  of  our  Continen- 
tal Congress,  for  the  defence  of  our  Country's  cause  ;  and 
whether  your  Honour  would  be  ready  himself  to  give  his 
personal  assistance  to  the  same  purpose;  also,  whether 
you  pretend  a  proi-ogative  to  our  County  Court-House  and 
Jail,  and  would  hinder  or  inteirtqit  the  Committee  making 
use  of  the  same  to  our  want  and  ser\  ice  in  tlio  common 
cause. 

We  do  not  doubt  you  will  comply  with  our  reasonaliie 
reque'st,  and  thereby  oblige,  honourable  Sir,  your  obedient 
and  humble  servants.      By  order  of  the  Committee: 

Nk.iioi,  \s  Herckhelmeu,  Chdiiinnn. 
Hon.  Sn- John  Johnson,  Juhn-un  Hall. 


JOHN    SCHENCK,  JUNIOR,  AND   OTHERS,  TO  THE    NEW-V0P,K 
CONGRESS. 

rouglikecp-sic,  (Jctob'T '^'i,  1775- 

To  the  Ilonoural'lc  the  Congress  in  and  for  the  Coloni/  j: 
New- York  : 

The  officers  of  the  Independent  Company  at  Pougn- 
keepsie,  in  Dutchess  County,  beg  leave  to  remonstrate  in 
the  Congress — 

First.  That  it  will  appear,  as  well  by  the  enclosed  copv- 
of  the  Articles  of  Association  of  said  Company,  as  from 
the  knowledge  of  some  of  the  Members  in  Congress  ibr 
Dutchess  County,  that  this  Company  was  establisheci. 
agreeable  to  their  articles,  on  the  first  day  oi  August  last, 
as  an  Independent  Company,  and  that  we  never  solicited 
commissions  on  any  other  establishment. 

Second.  That  by  the  rule;  and  orders,  &c.,  puhlislied 
by  the  Congress  on  the  2-2d  of  same  month,  in  the  fi)?- 
resolve  contained  in  said  orders  it  appears  that  all  Inde- 
pendent Companies  established  in  this  Colony  prior  to  tha: 
date  were  excepted  out  of  said  rides  and  orders,  and  \c 
abide  the  association  by  them  entered  into. 

Third.  That  the  commi-^sions  sent  bv  the  Congress  em- 
bod)-  us  as  a  Company  of  Minute-Men  in  Colonel  Jacohus 
Swartwout's  Regiment,  contrary  to  the  intent  and  meaning 
of  our  association,  which  is  what  our  men  wish  to  abide  by. 

Fourth.  That  we  conceive  the  articles  subscribed  by  us 
and  the  soldiers  of  our  Company  bind  us  and  them  as 
firmly  to  defend  the  glorious  cause  of  American  liberty,  a- 
the  rules  and  orders,  &c.,  pidili'-hed  by  the  Congress,  pos- 
sibly can  do. 

These  matters  we  rerpiest  the  Congress  would  take  in:c 
consideration,  and  favour  us  with  their  answer.  If  the 
association  on  which  our  Company  is  founded  is  permitted 
to  stand  good,  we  presume  it  will  give  great  satisfaction  to 
the  Company:  if  not,  we  shall  endeavour  most  conscien- 
tiously to  do  our  duties,  but  doubt  much  whether  we  shall 
keep  or  be  able  to  enlist,  in  this  Precinct,  a  sufficient  nnm- 
ber  of  men.      Should  ilie  Congress  de'erniine  m  favoui  c: 
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our  association,  commissions  sent  us  for  that  purpose  will 
be  tliankfully  received,  and  we  trust  didy  executed. 

AVe  are,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  hum- 
^'^  servants,  j^„^.  Sc„enck,  Jun., 

Peter  Tafpen, 
John  Child. 
To  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  President  of  tiie 
Honourable   the   Congress   in    and    for  liie  Colony  of 
}\civ-York,  now  siltinj;  in  the  City  oi  ±seir-York. 


GENERAL  SCHUVLtCR  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Ticondci-oga,  October  J2C,  1775,  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Sir:  I  am  favoured  with  an  express  from  Gen.  Mont- 
gomery. The  fort  and  garrison  at  Chnmhly,  in  which  MaJ. 
»V.'o;7/b;-(/,  of  the  Royal  Fusileers,  commanded,  has  surrcn- 
(iered  to  our  troops.  One  hundred  and  twenty-four  barrels 
of  powder,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  prepared  ammu- 
nition, together  with  a  quantity  of  provisions,  have  fallen 
into  our  hands. 

The  reduction  of  St.  Johns  seems  of  course ;  we  have 
already  sunk  their  best  vessel  of  force.  A  party  of  ours, 
consisting  of  about  five  hundred,  that  were  stationed  at  La 
Prairie,  has  been  attacked,  but  the  assailants  were  repulsed 
with  some  loss.  I  hope  the  success  which  attends  and 
jjromises  to  attend  the  American  arms  will  induce  a  misin- 
formed Ministry  to  adopt  other  measures  to  bring  about  a 
ieconciliation. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  the  most  respectful  sentiments,  your  and 
the  Congress's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
I'hilip  Schuyler. 
To  Pclcr  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  Sec,  &c. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Ticondoroga,  October  26,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  At  two,  this  afternoon,  an  express  from 
General  Montgomcrij  arrived  at  this  place.  Copy  of  his 
letter,  with  copies  of  the  papers  it  enclosed,  I  do  myself 
the  honour  to  transmit  your  Excellency  by  express.  The 
irresistible  force  of  necessity  having  drove  us  to  arms,  suc- 
cess cannot  be  attended  w'ithout  pleasure ;  and  therefore  I 
congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the  good  account  these 
papers  contain.  The  reduction  of  Chamhly  will  in  all  ]iro- 
i)ability  be  followed  by  that  of  St.  John's,  especially  as 
General  Montgomery  has  now  a  supply  of  powder,  of  which 
iie  stood  in  such  need,  that  a  very  few  tiays  more  would 
have  expended  his  all. 

I  wrote  your  Excellency  that  I  shoidd  not  send  on  Gen. 
JVoostcr ;  but,  as  his  Regiment  refused  to  go  without  him, 
I  was  obliged  to  suffer  him  to  go.  But,  lest  any  detriment 
should  accrue  to  the  service,  I  thought  it  proper  to  write 
him  a  letter,  of  which  enclose  a  copy,  as  aho  a  copy  of 
his  answer,  [dated  October  19,  1775.] 

I  am  in  hopes  that  the  next  accounts  1  receive  will  an- 
nounce the  arrival  of  Col.  Arnold  (whose  success  seems 
now  certain)  and  the  reduction  of  St.  John's.  1  have  re- 
(juested  General  Montgomery  to  send  me  an  express  as 
soon  as  he  receives  any  certain  intelligence  from  Colonel 
Arnold.  As  I  can  easily  conceive  that  your  Excellency's 
anxiety  must  be  extreme,  I  shall  forward  what  intelligence 
1  receive  by  express. 

The  great  dread  I  was  in,  lest  we  should  suffer  for  pro- 
visions, induced  me  to  have  all  brought  ui)  that  could  be 
got ;  and  it  was  very  lucky,  as  the  late  heavy  rains  have 
carried  away  almost  all  the  bridges  between  Fort  George 
and  Albany,  and  rendered  the  roads  impassable,  in  which 
state  they  will  continue  at  least  a  week  hence. 

1  am,  dear  Sir,  with  the  best  wishes  for  your  health, 
your  happiness,  and  prosperity,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  humble  servant. 


General  Washiu<rton. 


II'  bciirvLER. 


JAMES   LIVINGSTON  TO   GENERAL    MONTGOMERY. 

Fort  Chamhly,  October  l!6,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  much  concerned  at  your  letter  to  Ma- 
jor Brown,  of  the  S.'ith  inst.,  from  whence  it  would  appear 
I  was  unworthy  of  a  line  from  you.  It  is  very  likely  that 
complaints  have  been  made  against  me,  bv  some  of  the 


Canadians.  1  detected  two  or  three  in  cutting  the  sails 
belonging  to  the  vessels  at  St.  John's,  and  many  other 
things  belonging  to  the  garrison  here,  and  beat  Maynard, 
who  was  the  chief  aggressor.  I  have  since  heard  that  INIr. 
Dnggan  promised  them  all  the  plunder  in  this  gaixison, 
before  you  sent  me  to  Major  Brown's  assistance,  and  have 
reason  to  believe  that  Dnggan  and  Maynard  have  joined 
in  some  damnable  scheme  to  prepossess  you  against  me. 
1  must,  therefore,  insist  upon  a  court-martial  or  a  court  of 
inquiry.  If  this  is  not  granted,  must  beg  leave  to  retire. 
I  am  not  the  least  apprehensive  but  shall  acquit  myself 
with  honour.  This  arises  in  a  great  measure  from  Diig- 
ga>i's  jealousy,  in  my  coming  here  by  your  particular 
desire. 

I  am  extremely  surjirised  you  should  harbour  in  your 
breast  any  thing  that  may  be  prejudicial  to  my  honour, 
without  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  defending  myself,  or 
letting  me  know  the  villanous  authors  thereof.  I  have 
sacrificed  my  all  to  assist  and  support  the  cause  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power  and  abilities,  and  this  is  the  grateful 
return  for  my  services.  As  for  the  Canadians,  1  will 
venture  to  say,  not  one  of  them  disapproves  my  conduct, 
except  a  few  villanous  thieves.  It  has  been  my  constant 
study  to  please  them.  I  believe  the  better  sort  of  them 
will  do  me  tiie  justice  to  say  so. 

General  Carleton  has  just  sent  orders  to  the  different 
Parishes,  to  proclaim  a  pardon  for  all  those  who  will  take 
up  arms  against  you.  Am  greatly  afraid  some  of  tliein 
have  accepted  the  above  pardon,  owing  in  a  great  measure 
to  the  length  of  the  siege  at  St.  John's.  I  shall  use  my 
best  endeavours  to  keep  up  the  spirit  of  the  people  on  this 
river,  even  though  should  retire  myself. 

I  shall  wait  with  impatience  your  answer;  and  believe 
me  to  bo  yours,  &.C.,  James  Livingston. 

To  Brigadier-General  Montgomery. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Mondelct,  a  merchant  on  this  river,  will  in- 
form you  what  number  of  people  are  at  Sorel ;  and  the 
sooner  you  send  a  force  there  the  better.  He  is  a  particu- 
lar friend  of  ours,  and  may  be  of  service  in  furnishing  the 
party  who  go  to  Sorel  with  provisions,  S>:c.  J.  L. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  MAJOR-GENERAL   SCHUYLER. 
Camp  at  Cambridge,  October  2G,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  several  favours  of  the  12th  and  14tli 
instant  came  safely  to  hand,  (though  not  in  the  proper 
order  of  time,)  with  their  several  enclosures.  You  do  me 
justice  in  believing  that  I  feel  the  utmost  anxiety  for  your 
situation,  that  I  sympathize  with  you  in  all  your  distresses, 
and  shall  most  heartily  share  in  the  joy  of  your  success. 
My  anxiety  extends  itself  to  poor  Arnold,  whose  fate  de- 
pends upon  the  issue  of  your  campaign.  Besides  your 
other  difficulties,  I  fear  you  have  those  of  the  season  added, 
which  will  increase  every  day.  In  the  article  of  powder, 
we  are  in  danger  of  suffering  equally  with  you.  Our  dis- 
tresses on  this  subject  are  mutual ;  but  we  hope  they  are 
short-lived,  as  every  measure  of  relief  has  been  pursued 
which  human  invention  could  suggest. 

When  you  write  General  Montgomery,  be  pleased  to 
convey  my  best  wishes  and  regards  to  him.  It  has  been 
equally  unfortunate  for  our  Country  and  yourself,  that  your 
ill  health  has  deprived  the  active  part  of  your  Army  of 
your  presence.  God  Almighty  restore  you,  and  crown 
you  with  happiness  and  success. 

Colonel  Allen's  misfortune  will,  I  hope,  teacii  a  lesson 
of  prudence  and  subordination  to  others  who  may  be  too 
ambitious  to  outshine  their  General  Officers,  and,  regard- 
less of  order  and  duty,  rush  into  enterprises  which  have  un- 
favourable effects  to  the  publick,  and  are  destructive  to 
themselves. 

Doctor  Franklin,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Colonel  Harrison, 
Delegates  from  the  Congress,  have  been  in  the  camp  for 
several  days,  in  order  to  settle  the  plan  of  continuing  and 
supporting  the  Army.  This  commission  extended  to  your 
department;  but,  u|ion  consideration,  it  appeared  so  diffi- 
cult to  form  any  rational  plan,  that  nothing  was  done  upon 
that  head.  If  your  time  and  health  will  admit,  I  should 
think  it  highly  proper  to  turn  your  thoughts  to  this  subject, 
and  communicate  the  result  to  the  Congress  as  early  as 
possible.     AV'e  have  had  no  event  of  any  consequence  in 
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our  camp  for  some  lime,  our  whole  attention  being  taken 
up  in  piepnration  for  the  winter,  and  forming  tlie  new  Army, 
in  which  many  difficulties  occur.  The  enemy  expect  con- 
siderable re-enforcements  this  winter,  and,  from  all  ac- 
counts, are  garrisoning  Gibraltar  and  other  places  with 
foreign  troops,  in  order  to  bring  the  former  garrison  to  Ame- 
rica. The  Ministry  have  begun  the  destruction  of  our  sea- 
port Towns  by  burning  a  flourishing  Town,  of  about  three 
hundred  houses,  to  the  eastward,  called  Falmouth.  This 
they  effected  with  every  circumstance  of  cruelty  and  bar- 
barity which  revenge  and  malice  could  suggest.  We  expect 
every  moment  to  hear  other  j)laces  have  been  attempted, 
and  have  been  better  prepared  for  their  reception. 

The  more  I  reflect  upon  the  imjiortance  of  your  expe- 
dition, the  greater  is  my  concern  lest  it  should  sink  under 
insuperable  difficulties.  I  look  upon  the  interests  and  sal- 
vation of  our  bleeding  Country,  in  a  great  degree,  to  depend 
upon  your  success.  1  know  you  feel  its  importance,  not 
only  as  connected  with  your  own  honour  and  happiness, 
but  the  publick  welfare ;  so  that  you  can  want  no  incite- 
ments to  press  on  if  it  be  possible.  My  anxiety  suggests 
some  doubts,  which  your  better  acquaintance  with  the 
country  will  enable  you  to  remove.  Would  it  not  have 
been  practicable  to  pass  St.  JoluCs,  leaving  force  enough 
for  a  blockade  ;  or,  if  you  could  not  spare  the  men,  ]3assing 
it  wholly,  possessing  yourselves  o(  Montreal  and  the  sur- 
rounding country?  Would  not  St.  John's  have  fallen  of 
course,  or  what  would  have  been  the  probable  conse- 
quence? Believe  me,  dear  General,  I  do  not  mean  to 
imply  the  smallest  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  your  opera- 
tions, or  of  those  of  ^\v.  Montgomery,  fur  whom  I  have  a 
great  respect.  I  too  well  know  the  absurdity  of  judging 
upon  a  military  operation,  when  you  are  without  the  know- 
ledge of  its  concomitant  circumstances.  I  only  mean  it  as 
a  matter  of  curiosity,  and  to  suggest  to  you  rny  imperfect 
idea  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  with  the  utmost  truth  and  regard,  dear  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  ;\lajor-General  Schuyler,  Northein  Department. 


colonel  JOSEPH   REED  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  HARTFORD, 
CONNECTICUT. 

IIcad-Quartors,  Cambridge,  October  2(5,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  IMajor  French  having  persisted  in  his  re- 
quest that  the  General  should  determine  on  the  |)ropriety 
of  his  wearing  his  sword  while  under  parole,  he  has  this 
day  sent  him  his  final  answer.  By  his  direction  I  now 
enclose  you  a  copy  thereof,  and  hope  this  dispute  will  now 
be  finally  settled,  without  giving  the  General  or  the  Com- 
mittee any  further  trouble. 

I  am,  very  respectfully.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  j^^^^^,  p^^^^^^  Secretary. 

Thomas  Seymour,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Hartford.  _ 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  MAJOR  FRENCH. 

Ilead-yuaiters,  October '25,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  now  sit  down  to  give  you  a  final  answer  to  your 
a|)plication  respecting  your  sword.  Doctor -f'ra/iAV/^  con- 
fiinis  what  I  before  mentioned,  that  the  privilege  claimed 
was  no  part  of  the  stipulation  made  at  I'hiladelphia,  but 
passed  without  discussion.     Having  made  inquiry, 


I  wish  you  all  the  happiness  consistent  with  your  situa- 
tion ;  and  while  the  inhabitants  of  America  treat  you  witii 
humanity  and  kindness,  I  trust  you  will  make  a  suitable 
return.  It  is  not  grateful  to  me  to  hear  the  respectable 
citizens  of  any  Town  treated  with  incivility  or  contempt. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Major  ivcKf/i. 


colonel  JOSEPH  REED  TO  MAJOR  BENJAMIN  TUPl'ER. 
Camp  at  Cambridge,  October  2G,  1775. 

Sir:  Tlie  Gcncial  thanks  you  for  your  care  and  dili- 
gence in  the  enterprise  ;  the  success  we  are  just  now  in- 
formed of.  You  will  endeavour  to  get  the  vessels  to  Ply- 
mouth as  soon  as  possible,  where  you  will  find  IMr.  JVatsoii, 
who  is  agent  for  the  Continent,  and  will  advance  you  what 
moneys  may  be  necessary  for  the  satisfaction  of  those  who 
have  assisted  you.  The  General  will  notice  you  himseli, 
as  it  would  be  indelicate  to  leave  that  to  yourself.  You 
will  then  put  our  vessels  and  their  cargoes  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Ji'atsoii,  who  will  take  care  of  them  till  further 
orders. 

We  apprehend  that  with  cai'e  and  a  good  pilot  you  may 
get  safe  to  Fb/mouth.  Wishing  you  success,  I  remain.  S;;, 
your  very  humble  servant. 


J.  Reed,  Sccrctar 


To  Major  Benjamin  Tapper. 


find 
the  rule,  with  regard  to  the  indulgence  in  question,  is,  that 
prisoners  do  not  wear  their  swords.  I  therefore  cannot 
approve  of  it,  more  es[iecially  as  it  gives  such  general  dis- 
satisfaction to  the  good  people  of  the  Country.  To  your 
other  request,  of  removing  to  some  place  where  you  can 
have  the  benefit  of  attending  publick  worship  of  the  Church 
o(  England,  1  have  not  the  least  objection,  provided  the 
place  is  approved  by  Governour  Trumbull,  to  whom,  in 
this  case,  you  will  be  pleased  to  apply.  Your  letters,  he, 
have  been  all  sent  \nlo  Boston,  and  such  as  have  been  sent 
out  forwarded.  The  Selectmen,  at  the  instance  of  Colonel 
Robinson,  have  applied  to  have  Mr.  McDcrmotl  sent  in, 
to  which  I  have  agreed,  upon  condition  that  a  gentleman 
of  Boston,  most  injuriously  confined  in  jail,  be  permitted 
to  come  out:  to  which  proposal  1  have  yet  received  no 
answer. 


COLONEL  JOSEPH   REED  TO  WILLIAM   WATSON,   ES>^. 

Cuiipat  Cambridge,  October  2(1,  1775. 

Sir:  IMajor  Tapper  will  deliver  you  two  vessels,  late 
belonging  to  Tories  in  Boston,  which  are  taken  and  de- 
tained by  the  General's  orders,  together  with  their  cargoes 
and  other  property,  of  which  the  Major  will  give  you  an 
account.  Such  articles  as  are  perishable,  you  will  imme- 
diately dispose  of  to  the  best  advantage,  and  take  care  ol 
the  vessels  until  further  orders.  If  {Major  Tapper  could 
immediately  man  the  brig  from  Plymouth,  and  be  equipped 
without  loss  of  time,  in  sending  backwards  and  forwards 
here  for  ammunition,  the  General  would  not  object  to  his 
going  out  on  a  cruise  with  her  for  a  inonth  or  six  weeks  : 
but  if  it  cannot  be  done  in  a  few  days,  the  season  is  too 
far  advanced  for  this  purpose.  We  suppose  the  vessels 
and  cargoes  being  put  into  your  hands,  will  enable  you  to 
advance  such  moneys  as  Major  Tapper  thinks  necessary  io 
reward  those  who  have  assisted  in  the  enterprise,  whicis 
we  desire  you  would  do. 

I  am,  Sir,  in  haste,  vour  most  obedient  servant. 

J.  Heei. 
To  IViUiam  Watson,  Esq.,  Plymouth. 

P.  S.  You  will  please  to  advise  the  General  of  _\cu;- 
proceeding  hereupon,  as  soon  as  possible. 


DAVID   PARKER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Dedharn,  October  2(1,  1775 

]\Iay  it  ple.\se  YOUR  EXCELLENCY :  Jlauy  and  vanou^; 
are  the  difficulties  which  I  have  to  encounter  by  the  con- 
finement to  which  I  am  subjected.  The  justice  of  your 
proceedings  atjainst  ine  strike  me  with  the  most  clear  con- 
viction, when  I  reflect  upon  the  iniquity  of  my  own  unjus- 
tifiable conduct.  I  am,  may  it  please  your  Excellency, 
necessitated,  by  a  consciousness  of  my  former  en'oneous 
practices,  to  acquit  every  measure  adopted  against  me  o,; 


measure  adopted  agains 
ruelty  or  inhumanity.  The  assistance  those  who  were 
inimical  to  the  prosperity  of  America  derived  from  iny 
operations,  very  justly  rendered  me  obnoxious  to  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  inhabitants  of  these  Colonies.  I^ly  jierse- 
verance  thei'cin,  notwithstanding  the  desire  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Boston  tliat  I  should  desist,  confirmed  the  opinion 
of  the  publick  that  I  was  determined  to  co-operate  in  the 
subvei-sion  of  our  invaded  privileges ;  but  that.  Sir,  was 
foreign  to  my  intention,  whatever  may  be  the  general  sen- 
timent upon  that  aflair.  Had  I  indulged  a  momentary  con- 
sideration, had  I  entertained  the  most  distant  conception 
that  this  injured  Country  would  have  been  embroiled  m 
tlie  horrours  of  a  civil  war,  or  any  ways  apprehensive  the 
present  convulsions  would  be  consequent  upon  tlie  then 
iinliappv  struirgle,  I  should  immediately  have  relinquishi^fi 
the  bu/incss,  notw;tli-taui!in<;  my  en.'age.nents. 
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It  never  occurred  to  luy  mind  tlie  sword  would  be  drawn 
in  this  contest.  When  that  unhaiipy  period  arrived,  tny 
anxiety  to  accomplish  my  undertakings  may  be  inferred 
from  the  naked  circumstances  in  wliich  I  came  into  the 
Country.  I  acknowledge,  Sir,  I  was  justly  esteemed  an 
enemy  lo  America.  I  very  humbly  implore  the  iorgive- 
ness  of  every  man  in  the  Country.  I  pledge  my  honour, 
and  every  thing  1  esteem  valuable,  for  my  future  satisfac- 
tory proceeiiings  and  conduct.  I  will  submit  to  any  test 
vour  Excellency  may  propose,  to  evince  the  sincerity  of 
itiy  declarations  and  penitence.  I  would  silently  venerate 
the  justice  whose  decision  circumscribes  my  liberty  within 
a  few  miles.  But,  Sir,  the  expenses  of  a  maintenance, 
during  the  course  of  three  months,  have  exhausted  the  pe- 
cuniary provision  1  pjocured  in  Bosion,  for  the  support  of 
myself  and  family.  You  must  be  sensible,  may  it  please 
vour  Excellency,  of  the  obduracy  of  my  situation,  in  re- 
spect to  the  obtaining  employ,  while  1  labour  under  the 
displeasure  of  the  Province.  The  just  indignation  of  the 
people  against  me,  who  have  so  greatly  provoked  them,  I 
am  totally  unable  to  extinguish  while  a  circumscri])tion  is 
appointed  to  my  excursions;  and  notwithstanding  any  evi- 
dences 1  can  possibly  grant  llie  commonalty,  they  yet 
esteen>me  as  inimical  to  their  welfare,  else  why,  say  they, 
should  he  be  confined?  This,  may  it  please  your  Excellen- 
cv,  sufficiently  prevents  their  granting  me  any  assistance 
oi-  employ,  and  this,  Sir,  very  probably  will  be  the  senti- 
ment, and  these  the  consequences,  while  I  continue  under 
arrest;  upon  the  removal  of  which,  Sir,  I  may  by  some 
means  regain  that  favour  I  have  so  justly  forfeited — for 
which  I  most  earnestly  solicit.  Have  I,  Sir,  connnitted  an 
offence  for  which  no  atonement  can  be  otlered  and  ac- 
*  cepted?  The  omnipotent  Father  of  Mercies  is  not  inexo- 
rable to  the  most  atrocious  sinners,  upon  their  repentance. 
1  most  sincerely  ask  forgiveness  for  my  past  conduct,  and 
entreat  my  freedom. 

1  am,  may  it  |)lcase  your  Excellency,  yoin- Excellency's 
most  dutiful  petitioner  and  very  humble  servant, 

David  Paricer. 
His  Excellency  General  Jl'(if:hington. 


ORDERS   IN  COUNCir,. 

At  the  Court  at  ,St.  Janus' s,ihe  -illU  day  of  October, 
177.J,  present:  The  King's  Most  Excellent  ^lajesty  in 
Council. 

Whereas  His  Majesty  was  pleased,  by  his  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil of  the  2od  o(  August  and  the  27th  oi'.'Scpicmlier  last, 
to  direct  that  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  should,  at 
any  time  during  the  respective  terms  therein  mentioned, 
presume  to  transport  out  of  this  Kingdom,  or  carry  coast- 
wise, any  Saltpetre,  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  of  Arms  or 
Ammunition,  (exce|)t  the  Alaster-Gcneral,  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral,  or  principal  Oflicers  of  the  Ordnance  fur  His  Majesty's 
service,)  without  leave  or  permission  in  that  behalf  first 
obtained  from  His  Majesty  or  his  Privy  Council.  And 
whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  Board,  that  it  will 
tend  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  trade  for  a  general  order 
in  Council  to  be  issued,  to  permit  and  allow  Saltpetre  and 
Gunpowder  to  be  carried  coastwise  in  small  quantities, 
under  certain  restrictions,  to  bo  prescribed  by  the  saitl 
order;  His  Majesty,  taking  the  same  into  consideration, 
is  hereby  ))leased,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  lo 
order  that  Saltpetre  an<l  Gunpowder  be  permitted  to  be 
carried  coastwise  to  and  from  any  of  the  ports  of  this  King- 
dom, notwithstanding  His  Majesty's  aforementioned  Orders 
in  Council,  of  the  -236  o(  August  and  27lh  oi'  September 
last;  provided,  that  no  greater  quantity  of  Saltpetre  and 
Gunpowder  be  shijjpcd,  laden,  or  carried  coastwise,  at  any 
one  time,  in  any  one  ship  or  vessel,  than  one  ton  of  Salt- 
jjctre  and  fifty  barrels  of  Gunpowder,  except  such  as  shall 
be  shi|)ped,  laden,  or  carrietl  coastwise,  by  irneclion  of  the 
Master-General,  Lieutenant-General,and  principal  Officers 
of  the  Ordnance  for  His  Majesty's  service;  and,  also,  except 
such  as  shall  obtain  leave  or  permission,  in  that  behalf, 
from  His  Majesty  or  his  Privy  Council  ;  and  provided, 
also,  that  sufficient  security  be  first  gl\en  to  the  jjroper 
Officers  of  His  Majesty's  Customs,  in  treble  the  value  of 
the  Saltpetre  and  Gunpowder  desired  to  be  sent  coastwise, 
to  carry  the  same  to  the  places  proposed,  and  none  other; 
and  that   a  certificate  or  certificates  be  inoduced,  within 


one  month  from  the  date  of  the  bond,  from  the  proper 
Officers  of  the  Customs,  at  the  ports  for  which  the  respec- 
tive quantities  of  Saltpetre  and  Gunpowder  shall  be  shipped, 
of  the  same  having  been  duly  landed  at  such  ports;  in 
failure  of  which,  the  bonds  to  be  immediately  put  in  suit; 
which  certificate  or  certificates  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Customs  are  hereby  required  to  transmit  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  in  order  to  be 
laid  before  this  Board  ;  and  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  are  to 
give  the  necessary  directions  herein  accordingly. 

G.  ChLTW  VND. 


At  the  Court  at  .SV.  James's,  the  27th  day  of  October, 
177.'),  present :  The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in 
Council. 

Whereas  His  Majesty  was  pleased,  by  his  Orders  in 
Council  of  the  23d  of  August  and  27th  oi  September  last, 
to  direct  that  no  ])erson  or  persons  whatsoever,  should,  at 
any  time  during  the  respective  terms  therein  mentioned, 
presume  to  transport  out  of  this  Kingdom,  or  carry  coast- 
wise, any  Saltpetre,  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  of  Arms  or 
Ammunition,  (except  the  Master-General,  Lieuienant-Gen- 
eral,  or  principal  Officers  of  the  Ordnance  for  His  Majesty's 
service,)  without  leave  or  permission  in  that  behalf  first 
obtained  from  His  Majesty  or  his  Privy  Council.  And 
whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  Board,  that  it  will 
tend  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  trade  for  a  general  order 
in  Council  to  be  issued,  to  permit  and  allow  Saltpetre  and 
Gunpowder  to  be  exported  to  Ireland,  in  small  quantities, 
under  certain  restrictions,  to  be  prescribed  by  the  said 
order;  His  Majesty,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  is 
hereby  pleased,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to 
order  that  Saltpetre  and  Gunpowder  be  permitted  to  be 
exported  to  Ireland,  for  the  inland  consumption  of  that 
Kingdom,  from  any  of  the  ports  of  this  Kingdom,  notwith- 
standing His  Majesty's  aforementioned  Orders  in  Council, 
of  the  2M  o{  August  and  27th  of  &^/em6e)- last ;  pro- 
vided, that  no  greater  quantity  of  Saltpetre  and  Gunpow- 
der be  shipped,  laden,  or  exported  to  Ireland,  at  any  one 
lime,  in  any  one  ship  or  vessel,  than  one  ton  of  Saltpetre 
and  twenty-five  barrels  of  Gunpowder,  except  such  as  shall 
be  shi|iped,  laden,  or  exported,  by  direction  of  the  JNIaster- 
General,  Lieutenant-General,  or  principal  Officers  of  the 
Ordnance  for  His  Majesty's  service  ;  and  also  except  such 
as  shall  obtain  leave  or  permission,  in  that  behalf,  from  His 
Majesty  or  his  Privy  Council ;  and  provided  also,  that  suf- 
ficient security  be  first  given  to  the  proper  Officers  of  His 
Majesty's  Customs,  in  treble  the  value  of  the  Saltpetre 
and  Gunpowder  desired  to  be  exported,  to  carry  the  same 
to  the  places  proposed,  and  none  other;  and  that  a  certifi- 
cate or  certificates  be  produced,  within  two  months  from 
the  date  of  the  bond,  from  the  proper  Officers  of  the  Cus- 
toms, at  th.e  ports  for  which  the  respective  quantities  of 
Saltpetre  and  Gunpowder  shall  be  shipped,  of  the  same 
having  been  all  duly  landed  at  such  ports  ;  in  failure  of 
which,  the  bonds  to  be  put  immediately  in  suit ;  which  cer- 
tificate or  certificates  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs 
are  hereby  required  to  transmit  to  the  Lords  Commission- 
ers of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  in  order  to  be  laid  before 
this  Board  ;  and  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  arc  to  give  the  neces- 
sary directions  herein  accordingly. 

G.  CuETwv.vn. 


ADDRESS    OF   TIIF.    (U.NTI.F.MEN,    ETC.,   OK    THE    COUNTi'    Of 
LANARK. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Freeholders,  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  and  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Tax  of  the  County 
of  Lanark,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Andrew  Stuart, 
Esq.,  their  Representative  in  Pijrliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Freeholders,  Jus- 
tices (if  the  Peace,  and  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Tax 
of  the  Counti/  o/ Lanark. 
Most  Ciracious  Sovereign: 

With  hearts  full  of  aflection  and  loyalty  to  your  Majes- 
ty's person  and  Government,  and  deeply  impressed  with  a 
sense  of  our  hajqiiness  under  your   mild  and   auspicious 
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reign,  permit  us,  the  Gentlemen,  Freeholders,  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  and  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Tax  of  the 
County  of  Lanark,  to  approach  your  Majesty's  throne, 
sincerely  regretting  tiiat  any  of  your  subjects  should  prove 
undeserving  of  the  constitutional  blessings  which  all  of 
them  enjoy. 

We  have  at  no  time  beheld  with  indilTerence  the  sedi- 
tious conduct  of  your  deluded  American  subjects  ;  but  now, 
since  they  have  had  the  audacity  to  break  out  into  open 
and  unprovoked  rebellion  against  the  supreme  legislative 
authority  of  our  Country,  we  are  struck  with  the  highest 
indignation,  and  think  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  express 
these  our  sentiments  to  your  Majesty. 

VV'hat  means,  under  Providence,  may  prove  most  condu- 
cive lo  enforce  your  Majesty's  legal  authoiity,  to  reduce 
your  disaffected  Colonies  to  allegiance,  and  recall  them  to 
their  duty,  we  do  not  presume  to  suggest;  but  beg  leave 
to  assure  your  IMajesl}',  that  whatever  measures  your  Ma- 
jesty and  your  Parliament,  in  your  united  wisdom,  may  be 
pleased  to  adopt  for  these  salutary  purposes,  we  shall 
zealously  promote;  firmly  determined  to  maintain,  and  to 
transmit  inviolate  to  posterity,  the  authority  of  the  Crown, 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  and  the  unity  of  the  Empire 
of  Great  Britain. 

Signed  in  our  presence,  and  by  our  appointment,  by 
James  LocKHAitT,  of  Lee,  Vrascs. 

Hamilton,  October  27,  1775. 

PETITION    FROM    THE    INHABITANTS    OF  NEWC ASTLE-UPUN- 
TVNE. 

Petition  and  Memorial  from  Newcnstle-upon-Ti/ne,  pre- 
sented to  the  King  by  Sir  George  Sacile,  Bart. 

To  the  King's  Most  EtccUcnt  Majesty. 
The  humble  Petition  and  Memorial  of  the  Free  Burgesses, 

Trailers,  and  Inhabitants  o_y' NEWCASTLE-LroN-TyNE. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  the 
Free  Burgesses,  Traders,  and  Inhabitants  ol'  Ncwcastle- 
•upon-Tyne,  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  your  throne, 
deeply  impressed  with  a  grateful  sense  of  the  many  bless- 
ings we  have  enjoyed  in  consequence  of  the  late  glorious 
Revolution  and  the  happy  elevation  of  your  Majesty's 
illustrious  House,  to  the  just  and  mild  government  of  these 
Kingdoms;  by  which  great  events  our  natural  rights  as 
men,  and  our  constitutional  privileges  as  Britons,  have 
been  amply  secured  and  defended. 

Feeling  for  the  imminent  danger  of  this  Country,  and 
the  distresses  of  our  fellow-subjects  m  America,  we  esteem 
it  our  duty  to  lay  before  your  Alajesty  our  humble  opinion 
of  those  measures  which  threaten  the  destruction  of  this 
powerful  Empire  :  and  we  do  this  the  more  freely,  froin 
the  fear  lest  your  Majesty  should  be  induced  to  pursue  the 
present  tmhappy  system,  on  the  false  suggestions  and  dan- 
gerous advice  of  many  of  your  deluded  subjects.  At  a  time 
when  addresses  of  approbation  are  industriously  sought  by 
those  interested  men  who  have  plunged  an  happy  and 
united  people  into  all  the  horrours  of  civil  war,  we  should 
ill  deserve  the  blessings  of  freedom  and  of  commerce,  w'ere 
we,  by  our  silence,  to  give  a  sanction  to  their  mischievous 
infatuation. 

Ill  the  present  unnatural  war  with  ovw  American  lirethren, 
we  have  seen  neither  provocation  nor  object  ;  nor  is  if,  in 
our  humble  apprehension,  consonant  with  the  rights  of  hu- 
manity, sound  policy,  or  the  Constitution  of  our  Country. 

Notwithstanding  the  various  abuses  and  misrepresenta- 
tions of  that  unhappy  and  persecuted  people,  royal  Sir, 
looking  to  their  declarations  and  conduct,  we  cannot  but 
consider  them  as  loyal,  afiectionate,  and  grateful.  Your 
Majesty's  Ministers  have  found  them  firm,  temperate,  and 
brave  ;  let  your  Majesty's  humanity  and  noble  nature  act 
hi  their  behalf;  vouchsafe  to  restore  America  to  her  former 
happy  situation,  and  grant  her  "peace,  liberty,  and  safety." 
So  shall  the  gratitude  of  millions  secure  a  reign  of  lasting 
happiness  to  your  Majesty,  and  the  strength  of  an  indus- 
trious and  rising  people  establish  your  throne,  in  your 
royal  line,  to  the  latest  posterity. 

These  are  the  humble  prayers  and  requests  of  disinte- 
rested men,  who  speak  the  language  of  humanity  and  truth. 
As  none  of  your  subjects  are  more  sincere  in  their  attach- 
ment to  your  Majesty's  person  and  Government,  in  defence 
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of  which,  in  a  just  cause,  they  would  cheerfully  sacrifice 
their  lives,  they  hope  your  Majesty  will  not  treat  this  their 
humble  Petition  and  Memorial  with  neglect,  but,  by  a 
gracious  compliance  with  their  wishes,  confirm  their  grati- 
tude, loyalty,  and  all'ection. 


LORD   MULORAVE    TO   MR.   WILLIAM   SMITH. 

MulgravcHall,  October  27,  1775. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter,  dated  the  17th  of  this  month, 
came  to  my  hands  too  late  to  be  answered  by  the  last  post; 
it  was  therefore  inqiossible  for  me  to  be  in  time  at  New- 
castle to  attend  the  meeting,  which  I  suppose  by  your  letter 
to  have  been  hold  last  Monday.  You  have  not  explained 
yourself  as  to  the  nature  of  the  humble  address  to  His  ]\Ia- 
jesty,  upon  which,  you  say,  my  sentiments  would  oblige 
my  friends.  Had  I  received  your  letter  in  time,  I  should 
have  suspended  the  attention  to  my  private  affairs,  so  par- 
ticularly necessary  from  the  severe  misfortune  which  has 
lately  befallen  me,  to  have  been  present  at  the  meeting, 
and  expressed  my  sentiments  upon  the  address,  which  you 
hint  it  might  be  thought  proper  for  me  to  present.  As  it 
is,  1  must  beg  that  you  will  communicate  this  letter  to  my 
friends. 

If  the  address  is  to  signify  the  approbation  of  the  inde- 
pendent freemen  of  Newcastle  to  any  measures  which  may 
enforce  the  legislative  authority  of  this  Country,  I  should, 
with  pride  and  pleasure,  be  the  instrument  of  laying  such 
sentiments  from  so  respectable  a  body  at  His  Majesty's 
feet. 

But  should  any  application  be  intended  to  the  throne, 
similar  to  some  that  I  have  seen  in  the  papers,  recommend- 
ing a  surrender  of  the  powers  of  the  Legislature,  under  an 
idea  of  restoring  the  tranquillity  of  the  Empire,  at  a  time 
when  unanimity  is  so  desirable,  and  every  appearance  of 
division  amongst  ourselves  on  this  important  point  should 
be  avoided,  (as  such  addresses,  from  whatever  motives 
they  may  take  their  rise,  must  tend  to  increase  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  unhappily  deluded  Americans,  by  delaying 
their  submission  to  that  power,  the  continuance  of  whose 
protection  alone  can  secure  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  those 
liberties  which  they  have  been  so  fatally  induced  to  believe 
they  assert  by  resistance,)  I  shall  most  sincerely  lament 
that  the  precipitancy  with  which  this  step  was  taken,  pre- 
cluded the  possibility  of  offering  my  reasons  against  it  at 
an  earlier  period,  and  more  fidly  than  can  be  done  in  this 
letter;  as  they  might,  perhaps,  have  had  some  weight,  upon 
a  subject  I  have  so  much  considered,  with  those  of  whose 
good  "opinion  I  have  received  such  repeated  and  flattering 
marks. 

1  am  the  more  anxious  to  have  my  sentiments  upon  this 
subject  clearly  explained,  as  I  should  think  myself  highly 
blameable  in  having  solicited  so  important  a  trust  as  that 
of  a  share  in  the  Legislature,  had  I  entertained  a  design  of 
sacrificing  its  powers. 

In  the  last  Parliament  (to  my  conduct  in  which  I  owed 
the  honour  of  so  respectable  an  invitation  to  Netvcastle) 
no  man  opposed  with  more  zeal  many  of  the  measures 
respecting  America  than  I  did,  on  a  conviction  of  their 
inexpediency;  but  so  far  was  I  from  entertaining  the  small- 
est doubt  of  the  supreme  power  of  Parliament  over  all  the 
Colonies,  as  mucli  as  over  Great  Britain  itself,  that  I  fre- 
quently declared,  in  the  most  explicit  terms,  my  assent  to 
that  proposition,  founded  in  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  essential  lo  the  preservation  of  its  unity.  1  now 
think,  that  upon  the  vigorous  and  effectual  assertion  of  that 
absolute  power,  entire  antl  unmodified,  depends  the  pros- 
perity and  perhaps  the  existence  of  this  Empire. 

Such,  Sir,  are  my  opinions  upon  the  present  important 
and  critical  situation  of  publick  affairs,  which  you  will  do 
me  a  favour  in  making  known  to  those  who  wished  to  lia\e 
intrusted  the  care  of  their  most  important  rights  to  my  zeal 
and  diligence. 

I  shall  leave  this  place  for  London  on  Tuesday  next, 
where  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  any  commands  you  have 
for  me.  I  beg  you  will  accept  ray  thanks  for  the  profes- 
sions of  your  continued  inclinations  to  serve  me;  and  that 
you  will  believe  me  to  be,  with  regard,  your  most  obedient 


and  most  humble  servant, 


MfLGRAVE, 


To  Mr.  IVilUum  Smith,  SurL'eon,  in  Newcastle. 
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Mr.  Grieve  presents  his  most  respectful  compliments  to 
Sh- If'altcr Blacken, and  begs  leave  to  inform  liim  that  he  has 
brought  to  Town  with  him  a  petition  and  memorial  to  His 
Majesty,  praying  for  lenient  measures  with  America,  signed 
by  twelve  hundred  and  ten  burgesses,  traders,  and  inhabi- 
tants o{  Newcastle,  who  are  desirous  of  having  it  present- 
ed to  the  King  by  their  Representatives,  and  in  consequence 
have  directed  Mr.  Grieve  to  deliver  it  to  their  care,  if  they 
shall  think  proper  to  sign  and  present  it.  JNIr.  Grieve  will 
have  executed  his  commission  satisfactorily  to  himself,  as 
well  as  the  gentlemen  o(  Newcastle,  if  Sir  Walter  Blue- 
Icctt  and  Sir  Matthtic  Ridley  fortunately  approve  of  it, 
and,  by  signing  and  presenting  it,  will  adopt  and  give  their 
sanction  to  the  measure. 

Sunday  morning,  lialf  past  11  o'clock,  Nov.  5,  177.'). 

The  same  was  addressed  to  Sir  M.  fV.  Ridkij.  Both  the 
gentlemen  desired  to  see  copies  of  the  Petition  ;  which  be- 
ing sent  them,  they  returned  the  following  answers: 

Sunday  evening,  November  5,  1775. 

Sik:  Please  to  accept  the  following,  as  my  reasons  for 
not  signing  and  presenting  to  His  Majesty  the  petition  and 
memorial,  of  which  you  sent  me  a  copy  this  morning.  It 
being  my  0|>inion  that,  by  the  Constitution  of  our  Coun- 
try, the  legislative  authority  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  extends  over  her  Colonies,  and  that  they  are  now 
in  rebellion  against  that  authority;  and  observing  that  the 
jtetition  and  memorial  does  not  assert  that  right  of  Parlia- 
ment, nor  make  a  proper  submission  from  the  Colonies  to 
that  right  of  Parliament  a  previous  condition  for  His  Ma- 
jesty's gracious  consideration  of  their  case,  1  must  beg  leave 
to  decline  signing  and  presenting  the  petition  and  memorial. 
I  beg  leave  further  to  observe,  that  His  Majesty's  late  gra- 
cious speech  to  his  Parliament  points  out  to  the  Colonies 
the  certain  means  of  reconciliation,  and  consequently  that 
they  have  in  their  own  hands  the  mutual  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  themselves  and  their  Mother  Country,  whenever 
they  shall  please  to  become  loyal  subjects,  and  return  to 
their  allegiance. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  \V.  Blackett. 


Burlington.slrcct,  November  G,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  petition  and  memorial,  con- 
taining the  opinion  of  many  of  the  free  burgesses,  traders, 
and  inhabitants  o'l  Newcastle,  on  the  measures  which  have 
been  pursued  in  the  present  unhappy  situation  of  our  affairs 
in  America,  expressing  a  general  disapprobation  of  them. 
As  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  my  opinion 
upon  them  in  Parliament,  (for  I  presume  those  are  the 
measures  and  advice  alluded  to,)  to  some  of  which  I  thought 
proper  to  give  my  assent,  and  opposition  to  others,  it 
would  not  be  a  consistent  part  for  me  now  to  include  the 
whole  in  one  general  censure;  nor  can  I  agree  in  the  char- 
acter attributed  to  the  Americans,  as  to  their  gratitude  and 
loyalty.  I  believe  their  warmest  advocates  will  not  deny 
that  they  are  at  present  in  arms  against  this  Country — jus- 
lifying  their  rebellion  by  a  denial  of  the  legislative  autho- 
rity of  this  Kingdom — obedience  to  which  authority,  I  ap- 
jirehend,  is  as  much  the  duty  of  the  Colonies  as  any  other 
part  of  His  IMajesty's  Dominions.  1  should  be  extremely 
luippy  if  their  return  to  obedience  and  their  duty  could  bo 
ertocted  by  lenient  measures,  (which,  I  jircsutne,  by  tlic 
tenor  of  the  petition,  though  not  expressed,  are  the  means 
the  petitioners  would  wish  to  have  adopted.)  From  His 
.Majesty's  mild  and  humane  disposition,  such  measures,  I 
am  inclined  to  hope  and  believe,  will  be  fully  tried,  before 
those  of  a  more  coercive  nature  are  further  pursued. 

[  shall  not  lro>d)le  you  further  than  to  say,  that,  for 
thc5i^  roa-ons,  I  nin<:t  decline  signing  and   presenting  the 


j^t  humble  servant, 

Matthew  Wiute   Ridi.ev. 


EAUr,  OF  nARTMOUTlI  TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  HOWE. 

Wbitcliall,  October  27,  1775. 
Sir:  It  lieiuix  judged  expedient  lliat,  in  order  to  forward 
the  recruiting  for  the  Regiments  serving  in  North- America, 
the  conmiissiou  and  non-commission  oJlicers  appointed  to 


one  of  the  additional  Companies  should  be  sent  to  Great 
Britain  by  the  earliest  opportunity;  and,  also,  that  one  or 
more  commissioned  officers,  as  you  shall  think  proper, 
should  be  sent  home  IVoni  each  corps,  to  assist  in  escorting 
the  recruits  from  hence,  as  occasion  shall  require.  I  am 
commanded  by  tlie  King  to  signify  to  you  His  Majesty's 
pleasure  that  you  do  consult  with  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  His  Majesty's  ships  in  North-America  upon  the  best 
means  of  finding  a  passage  for  such  of  the  said  commis- 
sion and  non-commission  officers  as  are  to  come  from  Bos- 
ton and  its  neighbourhood,  eitlier  on  board  any  of  His 
Majesty's  large  ships  of  war  that  may  be  under  orders  to 
return  to  En<j:land,  or  on  boiiid  such  trans|)ort  vessels  as 
you  may  be  able  to  spare  at  the  time  this  letter  will  reach 
you. 

With  regard  to  those  which  are  to  come  from  Florida, 
being  only  three  commission  and  three  non-commission 
officers,  such  allowance  must  be  made  to  them  as  will 
enable  them  to  defray  the  expense  of  their  |)assage  on 
board  any  ships  that  may  oll'er  liom  either  of  those  Pro- 
vinces, unless  they  shall  find  it  more  convenient  to  repair 
to  Boston  or  New-York,  in  which  case  they  will  take  their 
])assage  with  the  rest;  the  numbers  of  which,  according  to 
the  return  made  to  me  by  the  War  Ollice,  will  be  as  fol- 
lows, viz  : 

From  Boston  and  the  neighbourhood  :  Eighteenth  and 
Fifty-Ninth  Regiments,  51  officers,  1'24  non-conmiissioned 
officers;  additional  Companies,  of  eighteen  Battalions,  36 
officers,  72  non-commissioned  officers;  officers  to  return 
home  on  duty,  at  least,  IS.  Total,  105  oflicers,  196  non- 
commissioned officers. 

From  Florida :  One  Regiment,  3  officers,  4  non-com- 
missioned officers. 

It  is  presumed  that,  besides  the  abovementioned  com- 
missioned and  non-commissioned  officers,  there  may  be  a 
considerable  number  of  invalids  and  discharged  men  w'hich 
it  will  be  expedient  to  send  home  at  the  same  time,  and 
likewise  some  commissioned  officers,  who  may  have  leave 
to  return  ;  you  will,  therefore,  include  them  in  any  estimate 
you  shall  form  for  the  freight  that  will  be  wanted;  and  I 
hope  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  shipping  may  be  spared, 
without  the  hazard  of  sending  any  from  hence  at  this  late 
season  of  the  year. 

Enclosed  1  send  you  His  Majesty's  speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  upon  the  opening  of  the  session 
yesterday,  together  with  their  addresses  in  return  thereto, 
which  I  hope  will  have  the  eficct  to  convince  the  leaders 
of  rebellion  in  America  of  the  firm  resolution  of  every 
branch  of  the  Legislature  to  maintain  the  dignity  and  au- 
thority of  Parliament,  and  open  the  eyes  of  tiiose  who 
have  been  misled  by  their  wicked  artifices. 

You  will  see,  by  His  RIajesty's  speech,  that  motion  is 
made  of  negotiation  with  foreign  powers  for  auxiliary 
troops  ;  but  it  is  witli  great  concern  I  acquaint  you,  that 
our  prospect  of  succeeding  in  our  treaty  with  the  Empress 
o(  Russia,  of  which  we  had  so  good  an  expectation,  is,  at 
best,  but  doubtful,  and  in  the  present  situation  is  a  circum- 
stance of  much  embarrassment  and  disappointment. 

I  am,  Sec,  Dartmouth. 

To  Major-General  Iloirc. 

WEST-ATGUSTA   COTNTV   (viRGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

yVt  a  meeting  of  the  Commilire  of  the  County  of  JVest- 
Aiti!;usta,  on  Friday,  October  '■2.1,  1775: 

Major  JVillium  Trent  produced  a  Maryland  Paper  of 
September  last,  in  which,  under  the  IVilliamsbiirgh  head, 
of  the  Sih  of  the  month,  was  the  following  jiaragraph:  "By 
a  gentleman  who  came  passenger  in  the  Ship  Baltimore, 
bound  for  Maryland,  we  learn  that  one  Captain  Trent,  a 
nal'we  o(  Fennsylvania,  \ek  London  about  the  beginning 
of  May,  being  intrusted  by  Lord  North  with  the  sum  of 
£40,000,  to  fee  the  Indians  to  cut  our  throats."  Uneasy 
at  having  his  character  traduced  in  this  publick  manner, 
and  in  order  to  remove  any  bad  impressions  it  may  have 
made  on  such  of  his  countrymen  as  are  not  acquainted 
with  him,  he  thought  it  prudent  to  apply  to  us,  to  whom 
he  is  well  known,  as  well  as  to  the  inhabitants  in  general 
on  this  side  the  Mountain,  to  ha\e  always  been  a  friend  to 
his  Country,  and  at  the  time  produced  letters  from  gentle- 
men of  family  and  fortune  in  England,  to  hijn,  which  being 
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read,  prove  liis  connections  are  with  the  friends  o(  Atncri- 
ca.  He  likewise  sjjowed  copies  of  letters  written  by  him 
to  gentlemen  there,  which  breathe  the  stronL^est  spirit  of 
American  freedom. 

His  using  his  inlluence  with  the  Indians  at  the  Treaty 
lately  held  here  in  favour  of  the  United  Colonies,  as  well 
as  its  being  his  interest  to  keep  peace  with  them,  and  to  be 
on  good  terms  with  the  inhabitants  where  his  estate  chiefly 
lies,  all  serve  to  corroborate  the  opinion  we  entertain  of  his 
attachment  to  his  Country.     Therefore,  it  is  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  paragraph  in  the  Maryland  Paper, 
under  the  Jl'ilUamsburgh  head,  is  false  and  scandalous,  and 
seems  to  be  inserted  with  a  design  to  ruin  him  in  the  opin- 
ion of  his  countrymen,  and  to  sow  dissensions  amongst 
us. 

Resolved,  That  Jlajor  Trent's  conduct  has  been,  on  all 
occasions,  that  of  a  true  friend  lo  American  liberty;  and 
that  any  injury  done  him  would  be  the  cause  of  much  mis- 
chief, as  his  numerous  friends  and  actjuaintances,  as  well 
amongst  ourselves  as  amongst  the  Sii  Nations,  would  re- 
sent it. 

Resolved,  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
Printers  ought  to  be  cautious  how  they  sulFer  publications 
in  their  Papers  against  any  person,  without  good  and  sulli- 
cient  grounds,  and  moi'e  esjiecially  against  the  friends  of 
this  Country. 

Resolved,  As  Major  Trent  has  ordered  the  author  of 
this  publication  to  be  sued,  that  all  friends  to  the  Country 
ought  to  endeavour  to  have  him  apprehended. 

Resolved,  Tliat  these  Resolves  bo  sent  to  Messrs.  JV. 
fy  T.  Bradford,  of  Philadelphia,  and  tliey  be  requested  to 
publish  them  in  their  Paper:  and  as  the  jjaragraph  has  ap- 
peared in  most  of  the  other  Papers  on  the  Continent,  the 
Printers  of  them  will  no  doubt  look  upon  it  as  a  |)iece  of 
justice  due  from  them  to  ^lajor  Trent  to  publish  these  Re- 
solves in  their  Papers. 

Gf.ouge  Croghan,  Chairman. 


ruisburgh,  October  23,  1775. 
Major  JViUiam  Trent  showed  us  a  paragraph  in  a  Mary- 
land newspaper,  in  which  it  was  mentioned,  under  the 
JVillianisburgh  head,  that,  "By  a  gentleman  from  London, 
who  came  passenger  in  the  Ship  Baltimore,  bound  for 
Maryland,  we  learn  that  one  Captain  Trent,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  left  London  about  the  beginning  of  May, 
being  intrusted  by  Lord  North  with  the  sum  of  forty  thou- 
sand Pounds,  lo  fee  the  Indians  to  cut  oiu'  throats."  He 
also  showed  us  a  letter,  the  writer  of  which  informs  him, 
that  "  it  is  said  there  is  a  large  reward  in  the  Virginia 
paper  for  taking  him."  Uneasy  at  this  imputation  thrown 
in  such  a  publick  manner  upon  his  character,  and  anxious 
lo  wipe  it  ofl' as  far  as  he  can  in  this  remote  place,  where 
he  iias  but  very  few  of  his  papers  with  him,  he  requested 
us  lo  hear  some  letters  from  gentlemen  in  England  to  liim, 
and  the  copies  of  some  letters  from  him  to  gentlemen  in 
England.  Those  written  by  him  are  in  the  sentiments  and 
language  of  a  friend  to  America,  and  those  written  to  him 
evidently  show  that  their  authors  conceived  him  to  be 
such.  We  have  heard  the  characters  of  the  gentlemen  who 
wrote  them,  and  believe  that  they  would  not  have  chosen 
Major  Trent  as  a  correspondent  in  political  mailers,  had 
they  thought  his  conduct  while  he  was  in  England  sus- 
])icious.  We  are  well  informed  that  Major  Trent,  since  his 
arrival  in  America,  has  disposed  of  part  of  the  Indian  goods 
he  had  on  hand,  and  has  offered  lo  dispose  of  more.  We 
think  that  a  person  intrusted  with  money  for  the  purpose 
mentioned  in  the  newspaper  would  be  inclined  to  purchase 
rather  than  to  sell  goods,  as  in  the  Indian  countrv  they 
would  be  much  more  useful  ilian  cash. 

Lewis  Moruis, 
James  Wilson, 
Thomas  Walker, 
Cominis'  rs  from  the  Congress  for  Indian  Affairs. 


.NEW-VORK  congress   TO    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 
[Reiid  November  G,  1775.] 
Ill  Provincial  Congress,  Nevv-Yoi-k.  (October  27,  1775. 

Sir:  The  Committee  of  Safety,  during  the  recess  of 
ilie  Provincial  Congi'css,  held  a  conference  with  Mr.  Ber- 


nard Romans,  and  engaged  his  services  as  an  engineer  in 
the  building  the  forlilications  on  Hudson's  River.  He 
objected  to  them  that  his  pension  from  the  Crown  (of 
about  fifty  Pounds  sterling  per  year,  as  botanist  for  one  of 
the  Floridas)  might  be  taken  away,  when  it  was  known 
that  he  had  assisted  this  Country,  and  therefore  prayed  that 
he  might  be  engaged  as  engineer  in  the  Continental  ser- 
vice. The  Committee  thereupon  promised  him  the  pay  of 
fifty  dollars  per  month,  for  the  present,  and  informed  him 
that  it  was  pi-obable  his  services  would  be  wanted.  We 
are  not  competent  to  the  perfecting  this  business,  and 
therefore  pray  that  the  Congress  will  make  some  order  in 
the  premises.  As  to  the  quantum  of  his  pay,  if  fifty  dol- 
lars is  thought  too  little,  the  Congress  will  be  pleased  to 
fix  upon  the  sum  which  they  think  adequate  to  the  duty 
he  is  to  perform. 

We  are.  Sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  and  hum- 
ble servants. 

By  order:  N.vruA.MEL  Woodhull,  Fres't. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Continental 

Congress. 

FIELD   AND   STAFF   OFFICERS    OF   THE    MILITIA   OF  THE   CITY 
OF   NEW-YOUK. 

Committee  Cliamber,  New-York,  October  27,  1775. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  Field  and  Staff 
Officers  nominated  by  the  General  Committee  to  command 
the  three  Regiments  of  Militia  for  this  City  and  County: 

Names  of  Field  and  Staff  Oflicers  for  the  First  Regiment, 
viz:  Henry  Remsen,  Colonel;  Joscjjh  Ball,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ;  Anthony  L.  Bleecker,  First  Major ;  Nicholas 
Roosevelt,  Second  Major;  John  White,  Adjutant;  Nicholas 
Q_iiaclcenhush,  Quartermaster. 

The  aforesaid  Regiment  to  consist  of  ten  Companies, 
viz:  Beat  No.  I,  Peter  Stoutenburgh,  Captain;  No.  2, 
Samuel  Johnson,  Captain  ;  No.  6,  Peter  Etting,  Captain; 
No.  7.  John  Roomc,  Esq.,  Captain ;  No.  10,  Garret 
Abeel,  Captain;  No.  \l,  Nicholas  Low,  Captain;  No.  12, 
Peter  Bcrtunc,  Captain  :  No.  lo,  Henry  Remsen,  Captain  ; 
No.  16,  Garret  S.  De  ff'int,  Captain;  No.  20,  Thomas 
JV.  Moore,  Ca|itain. 

Names  of  Field  and  Staff  Officers  for  the  Second  Regi- 
ment, viz:  John  Jay,  Esq.,  Colonel;  John  Broome, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Garret  Abeel,  First  Major  ;  Morgan 
Leiris,  Second  Major ;  Patrick  McDavit't,  Adjutant ; 
Abraham  Brinkerhoff,  Quartermaster. 

The  Second  Regiment  to  consist  of  ten  Companies,  viz  : 
Beat  No.  3,  Mangle  Minthorne,  Captain ;  No.  4,  James 
Broien,  Ca\>la.'m;  No.  8,  Beiy'amin  .Fames,  Captain;  No. 
9,  George  Jetneway,  Captain  ;  No.  13,  Benjamin  Car- 
jje?(<er.  Captain;  No.  14,  George  Dominick,  Captain;  No. 
17,  Richard  Fletcher,  Captain  ;  No.  21,  Daniel  Phceni.i, 
Captain;  No.  22,  Nicholas  Roosevelt,  Captain;  No.  2o, 
Daniel  Shaw,  Captain. 

Names  of  F'ield  and  Staff'  Officers  for  the  Third  Regi- 
ment, viz :  Abraham  P.  Lott,  Colonel ;  Peter  T.  Curte- 
nius,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Anthony  Lispenard,  First 
Rlajor ;  John  Reed,  Second  Major;  Nicholas  C.  Bogart, 
Adjutant :  Andrew  Breasted,  Quartermaster. 

The  Third  Regiment  to  consist  of  nine  Companies,  \  iz  : 
Beat  No.  5,  Anthony  Lispenard,  Captain;  No.  \S,  Wil- 
liam Dcpeyster,  Jun.,  Captain  ;  No.  19,  Nicholas  N.  An- 
thony, Ca|nain  ;  No.  24,  John  IVarner,  Captain  ;  No.  25, 
Richard  Deane,  Captain  ;  No.  26,  Nathaniel  Tylee,  Cap- 
tain ;  No.  28,  Thcophilns  Anthony,  Captain  ;  No.  29, 
Samuel  Benson,  Captain  ;  No.  27,  John  Grigg,  Captain. 

N.   B.  Nicholas  C  Boirart  declines  serving. 


NCWtJURGH    (xEW-VORK)     COMMITTEE    TO    THE     I'ROMXCIAL 
CONGRESS. 

In  Com.niUcc,  October  27,  1775. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  we,  ihe  Committee  of  Safety  and 
Observation  for  the  Precinct  of  Newburgh,  for  the  appre- 
hending two  persons,  viz:  Stephen  Wiggins  and  David 
Purdi/,  did  rcijuest  and  command  Captain  Samuel  Logan, 
of  the  Minute  Company  at  Ncw-Ji'indsor,  to  assist  with 
eleven  of  his  men  in  apprehending  the  said  persons,  he 
having  attended  and  assisted  one  day  and  a  half,  with  him- 
self at  the  head  of  the  following  persons,  viz:  John  Robin- 
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son,  Ensign  ;  David  Mandevilh  and  John  Scofiehl,  Ser- 
geants;  one  Coiiioral,  one  Clerk,  and  six  Privates. 

Captain  Logan's  account,  signed  by  Mr.  Ecker,  our 
Chairman,  for  the  expenses  of  himself  and  men  for  the 
time  above  certified,  is  just ;  and  for  his  own  and  men's 
wages,  we  refer  to  be  calculated  by  you,  agreeable  to  the 
order  of  Congress. 

N.  B.  The  expenses  are  as  follows,  viz:  laid  out  for 
the  above  men,  this  27th  day  of  October,  1775,  one  Pound, 
five  Shillings,  and  three  Pence. 

WoLVEHT  EcKF.R,  Clifiirmon. 
To  Pettr  Van  Ihugh  Livingston,  President  of  the   Pro- 
vincial Congress  for  the  Province  o(  ycir-York. 


fiENEUAL   SCmVLEll  TO   GOVEKNOLU  TRUMBl  LL. 

Tiromieros^i,  Oclobfr  'J?,  I77j. 

Sir  :  Whilst  we  lament  the  necessity  which  has  drove 
America  to  arms,  Americans  may  rejoice  at  the  success  of 
those  arms.  1  therefore  congratulate  your  Honour  on  the 
reduction  of  Chambhj  by  Major  Brown,  with  fifty  of  our 
troops  and  three  hundred  Canadians,  under  Mr.  Livingston, 
in  which  a  number  of  prisoners  were  made,  a  list  whereot, 
together  with  a  list  of  the  stores  taken,  I  enclose.  Amongst 
the  latter  you  will  with  pleasure  perceive  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  barrels  (I  am  told  of  one  hundred  weight  each) 
of  (X)wder  ;  an  article  so  much  wanted,  that  we  were  ap- 
prehensive of  the  consequences,  and  procured  in  such 
liappy  time  that  the  reduction  of  St.  John's  seems  now 
certain. 

Not  a  word  fiom  Colonel  Arnold,  as  yet.  Our  troops 
are  more  healthy  than  such  an  extreme  wet  country  as  the 
\\cmty  ol'  St.  John's  promised.  General  fl'oostcr,  \\\lhh'\s 
Regiment  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  effectives,  ofli- 
cers  included,  left  this  on  the  2-2d — most  of  the  men,  and 
many  of  the  oflicers,  with  great  reluctance. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Philip  Schuyler. 
Honourable  Jo)inthan  Trumbull. 

P.  S.  As  I  propose  sending  liie  prisoners  into  your 
Colony  as  soon  as  jjossible,  beg  your  Honour  to  send  a  line, 
to  be  left  at  some  publick  place  at  Canaan,  and  another 
at  Great  Barrington ;  to  direct  to  the  jilace  you  shall  des- 
tine for  their  reception.  An  oliicer  and  a  party  will  accom- 
pany ihein. 

COL.    BEDEL  TO   NEW'- HAMPSHIRE   COMMITTEE  OF   SAKETV. 

Camp  north  of  St.  Jului's,  dctohcr  27,  177.''>. 

Gentlemen:  I  left  Coos  the  \Oi\\oi September,  witli  my 
Hangers,  and  arrived  in  eight  days  on  the  north  of  .SV. 
John's.  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  for  the  good  of  the 
cause,  and  have  brought  cannon  down  the  river,  by  the  fort 
of  St.  John's,  and  sent  them  to  Chambly,  and  taken  that 
])ost  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  We  found  in  the  fort  eighty 
barrels  of  flour,  eleven  barrels  of  rice,  seven  barrels  of  peas, 
six  barrels  of  butler,  one  hundred  and  forty-one  barrels  of 
pork,  one  barrel  of  salt,  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  barrels 
of  powder,  three  hundred  swivel-shot,  six  thousand  five 
hundred  and  sixty-four  musket  shot,  in  cartridges,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifiy  stand  of  i'Venc/(  arms,  three  royal  rnoitars, 
sixty-one  shells,  five  hundred  hand  grenades,  eiglity-thrce 
stand  King's  arms  and  accoutrements,  a  large  quantity  of 
rigging,  and  other  stores  of  various  sorts;  eight  commission- 
ed officers,  seventy-three  non-conmii^sioned  oflicers  and 
)>rivales,  thirty-five  women,  and  thirty-five  children.  They 
are  sent  to  Hartford. 

1  have  had  the  command  here  of  about  twelve  bundled 
men,  and  have  parties  out  at /^n  I'raii  icau^i  Longeiiil.  We 
have  took  fiom  the  enemy,  since  we  came  here,  twenty 
wagon  loads  of  stores,  u  Inch  were  going  to  St.  John's,  such 
as  wine,  rum,  &ic.  I  expect  to  be  in  the  fort  in  a  few  days. 
1  am  fixing  every  thing  that  is  requisite  for  a  siege.  1 
have  a  battery  of  four  tweUe-pounders,  one  mortar,  and 
three  royals,  fixing  at  my  post,  which  will  be  ready  to  play 
in  a  day  or  two. 

I   have  applied  to  Cicncral  MontrrDiiicn/  for  money  for 

whether  we  are  to  be  p.ud  b_\   the  I'l^nince  or  Continent  ; 
neither  ha;  lie  had  any  in-tiuctious  about  it  from  the  Con- 


tinental Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  have  a  supply,  or  orders  for  the  same,  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, as  the  men  are  suffering  for  waiit  of  clothing  and  other 
necessaries.  Paper  money  will  not  pass  iiere,  and  the 
weather  begins  to  be  very  severe.  1  liave  a  considerable 
body  of  Canadians  and  Indians  under  iny  command.  The 
Indians  remain  chiefly  with  me.  I  must  beg  my  men  may 
not  be  suffered  to  want  for  necessaries,  suitable  for  the  sea- 
son of  the  year,  after  serving  their  Country  in  so  good  a 
cause. 

'I'he  two  retreats  had  before  my  arrival,  as  also  Colo- 
nel Allen,  have  been  a  great  damage  to  us.  We  have  had 
thirteen  men  belonging  to  Captain  Perkins's  Company  de- 
sert in  one  night;  and,  1  am  afraid,  if  money  and  clothing 
cannot  be  had,  we  shall  lose  a  great  many  by  sickness  or 
desertion,  as  we  have  a  great  many  sick  at  present.  1  can- 
not hear  any  thing  about  Arnold,  with  the  <^Ht^t(A:  expe- 
dition. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant 


To  the  Committee  of  Safet 


Timothy  Bedel. 


P.  S.  November  2,  eight  o'clock  at  night. — This  mo- 
ment I  have  got  possession  of  .S'^.  John's,  and  the  post  being 
obliged  to  set  off,  have  not  time  to  copy  the  articles  of  capi- 
tulation, and  to-morrow  shall  march  for  Montreal,  leaving 
a  detachment  to  keep  this  fort.  General  Carleton  came 
out,  with  eight  hundred  men,  against  a  party  of  ours  of 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty,  and  was  obliged  to  retreat. 
We  have  took  two  Indians  and  two  French  merchants 
prisoners,  and  killed  four  Indians,  which  were  found  upon 
the  spot.  The  two  Frenchmen  (prisoners)  say  they  car- 
ried off  forty  dead,  and  about  as  many  wounded.  We  did 
not  lose  one  man.  The  prisoners  at  St.  John's  forts  con- 
sist of  upwards  of  six  hundred.  In  about  four  days  we  shall 
have  either  a  wooden  leg  or  a  golden  chain  at  Montreal. 
For  Cod's  sake,  let  me  have  money;  1  must  supply  my 
men.  Timothy  Bedel. 


GENKKAL  WASHINGTON  TO  THE   COfNCIL  OF    MASSACIIU- 
SETrS. 

llu-ui-QuartiTS,  Octoljcr  il.  177J. 

Gentlemen:  The  continued  accumulation  of  price,  and 
the  scarcity  which  prevails  through  the  camp,  for  the  seve- 
ral articles  of  wood,  hay,  &:c.,  oblige  me  to  address  your 
honourable  Houses  again  upon  this  subject. 

The  distress  of  the  Army  for  these  necessaries,  I  fear,  will 
be  followed  with  the  most  dreadful  effects  to  the  general 
cause  in  w  Inch  we  are  engaged,  unless  some  speedy  and 
effectual  remedy  is  provided.  I  have  the  utmost  reason 
to  think  the  scarcity  is  artificial;  and,  that  the  General  Court 
may  have  full  satisfaction  on  this  subject,  three  gentlemen, 
who  have  been  employed  in  endeavouring  to  procure  these 
articles,  now  wait  on  your  honourable  Houses,  to  give  you 
such  information  as  their  in(iuiries  and  opportunities  enable 
them  to  do.  The  importance  and  necessity  of  making  such 
provision  as  to  enable  the  troops  to  keep  their  post  must  be 
too  obvious  to  make  any  argimient  necessary;  and,  as  this 
Province  has  ever  been  among  the  foremost  in  its  spirited 
exertions,  1  flatter  myself  such  measures  will  be  adoj)ted  as 
will  remove  the  apprehensions  and  anxieties  under  which 
we  now  labour. 

Messrs.  Drciv,  Carthicr,  and  Dunoin,  oflicers  taken  from 
some  ship  of  war,  and  now  closely  confined  in  Taunton  jail, 
have  made  me  such  an  aflecting  representation  of  their 
distress,  that  I  cannot  refuse  them  my  recommendation  to 
the  favour  of  the  General  Court  for  an  enlargement  on  their 
|iarole  of  honour,  when  removed  to  some  inland  Town. 

I  expect  in  a  short  time  some  regulation  from  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  respecting  the  prisoners,  which  I  shall 
do  myself  the  honour  of  communicating  as  soon  as  receiv- 
ed. 

I  am,  (icntlcmen,  very  res])ectfully,  your  most  obedient 


To  the  C( 


'  Geouoe  Washi 

il  of  Massachusetts. 


STEPHEN    MOVLAN  TO   (  OLONEL  JOSEPH    KEED. 

Hi'ViTly.  OrlolifrOT.  1775. 
l)i:vu  Silt  :  1  received  your  favour  to  me  of  the  ^."illi 
id  coiniiuiiiicaled  that  part  of  it  which  tx-garded   Colont 
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Glover  to  him.  When  I  last  wrote  to  you,  I  gave  the  true 
reasons  for  the  delay  attending  the  fitting  out  of  these  vessels. 

I  observe  you  had  given  orders  to  young  Glover  for  all 
the  things  wrote  to  you  for,  and  he  is  returned  without 
the  most  material  article,  which  is,  the  thiee  hundred 
swivel  shot.  He  says  there  were  none;  hut  says  there 
were  plenty  of  four  ounce  bullets,  which,  if  he  had  had 
one  ounce  of  sense,  must  have  known  would  answer  all  tlie 
purposes. 

This  young  gentleman,  I  find,  has  applied  to  you  for  a 
subaltern  and  twenty  men  more  than  were  intended  for  this 
vessel.  I  can  easily  see  his  reason  for  it  was  to  get  on 
board  with  him  a  lavom-ite  young  officer,  who  he  appre- 
hended would  not  be  allowed  without  an  addition  of  men. 
I  sec  no  objection  to  indulge  him  with  his  friend,  but  I 
really  see  no  necessity  for  the  twenty  men  ;  nor  has  there 
been  a  provision  of  stores  laid  in  for  more  than  the  original 
number.  You  must  also  consider,  that  if  you  indulge  one 
you  must  indulge  the  whole. 

1  have  told  him  (as  his  father  did  not  choose  to  interfere) 
that  he  may  have  his  friend  if  he  pleased,  who,  with  fifty 
more,  officers  included,  are  all  !  would  suffer  to  go  on  board, 
except  1  had  written  orders  from  Head-Quarters  to  the 
contrary.  I  am  very  sure  that  number  must  be  fidl  sufficient 
for  all  the  pur|OTses  these  vessels  are  intended  for;  all  above 
that  number  mu^t  be  an  encumbrance  on  board  one  of  these 
small  vessels;  and  you  will  find,  when  the  accounts  come 
in,  the  expense  full  enough,  without  such  an  addition. 

Pray  what  keeps  Ua[)tain  Adams  and  his  Company? 
His  vessel  has  got  all  her  guns,  provision,  &c.,  on  board, 
and  1  know  there  will  be  many  things  wanting,  which  we 
cannot  possibly  think  of  till  he  comes. 

As  Captain  Manli/'s  vessel  is  all  ready,  we  now  only 
wait  the  collecting  togeliier  his  hopeful  crew,  to  send  him 
off.  1  have  declared,  that  if  there  are  even  thirty  on  board 
to-morrow  morning,  and  the  wind  proves  fair,  that  he  shall 
hoist  sail.  But  these  swivel  shot,  pray  send  off  immediately 
a  large  quantity  of  them  ;  same,  four  ounce  bullets.  Cap- 
tain Adams  can  take  sufficient  for  both  vessels,  and  give 
Manly  his  proportion  at  Cape  Ann,  which  will  be  their 
place  of  rendezvous. 

It  will  be  very  fortunate,  should  any  of  our  cruisers  fall 
in  with  the  transport  you  mention.  Tliat  would  be  a 
glorious  prize  indeed. 

I  am  much  grieved  that  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
Mr.  Lynch  and  Colonel  Harrison;  I  regard  them  highly. 
Dr.  Franklin  is  going,  and  you  are  also  on  the  wing. 
Every  one  engaged  in  this  contest  must  sacrifice  tlieir  pri- 
vate satisfaction  to  the  publick  good.  I  assure  you,  the 
not  seeing  these  gentlemen,  and  having  now  little  chance 
of  shaking  you  by  the  hand  before  you  depart,  is  very 
mortifying  to,  dear  Sir,  your  sincere  friend,  &c., 

rf,    ^  ,       ,    J        in/  Stephen  Movlan. 

To  Colonel  Joseph  Ixced. 

P.  S.  My  best  respects  attend  his  Excellency. 


GENERAL  SULLIVAN    TO    NE  W-H  \>IPSH  IRE     COMMITTEE     OF 
SAFETV. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province 

of  NEW-HAMPStlIRE  : 

Humbly  shows  John  Sullivan,  that  General  JVashington 
sent  him  to  Portsmouth,  in  this  Province,  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  forces  here,  to  repel  any  attacks  upon  this 
or  any  other  sea-ports  in  this  quarter,  and  has  since  sent 
some  snjall  forces  from  the  Army,  to  assist  in  such  defence ; 
that  he,  in  consequence  of  the  directions  given  him,  has 
summoned  in  a  ])art  ol  the  Militia,  with  whose  assistance 
he  has  thrown  up  some  works  in  this  and  the  Province  of 
Maine,  for  the  defence  of  Piscataijua  harbour,  and  taken 
such  steps  as  appeared  to  him  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
Portsynouth,  and  has  completed  as  far  as  the  length  of  time 
since  bis  arrival  would  admit ;  but  finds  that  the  fleet 
destined  to  destroy  tliis  port  has  proceeded  to  Boston, 
whereupon  the  Militia  begin  to  return  to  their  respective 
homes,  leaving  the  works  unfinished,  not  as  yet  defensible, 
and  without  guard  sufficient  to  prevent  the  fort  and 
Town's  being  taken  or  destroyed  by  surprise.  He  humbly 
apprehends  that  at  least  one  thousand  men,  exclusive  of 
two  iuni(h-t'd  ai'tillerymen,  ought  to  be  raised  and  stationed 
at  Nexrcasllc,  Pcarce's    and    Seavy's    Llauds,    for    some 


short  space  of  time,  with  proper  officers  appointed  to  com- 
mand in  each  department,  and  with  pioper  oflicers  appoint- 
ed to  command  the  Companies  stationed  in  each.  He  begs 
your  advice  on  the  affair,  and  that  you  would  inform  him 
what  is  necessary  to  be  further  done  ;  and  that  you  would 
let  him  know,  as  soon  as  may  be,  whether  you  apprehend 
it  necessary  for  him  or  the  rillcmen  and  artillerymen 
sent  him  from  the  Army  to  tarry  any  longer,  that  he  may 
conduct  himself  accordingly;  and  begs  leave  to  assure  you, 
that  wliaiever  you  direct  or  advise  sliall  be  cheerfully  com- 
plied with,  by  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Sullivan,  Brio;.  Gen. 


NEW-HAMPSllIRE     COMMITTEE     OF     SAFETY     TO     CENERAL 
SULLIVAN. 

Ill  Committee  of  .Suft-ty,  O.'lul.cr  '-27,  177,"). 

Sir:  This  Committee,  in  consequence  of  your  repre- 
sentation, aie  fleeply  impressed  with  gratitude  to  General 
JVashington,  for  his  early  attention  and  kindness  to  this 
Colony,  in  sending  you  with  some  forces  to  protect  tlieir 
Metropolis  from  the  threatened  invasion  ;  and  hope  the 
same  generous  disposition  will  induce  him  to  continue  his 
assistance  while  our  danger  remains. 

The  number  of  men  you  propose  to  have  raised  for  our 
present  defence,  we  have  considered  of;  and  judge  it 
necessary  that  the  number  of  niatrosses  be  augmented  to 
two  hundred  ;  and  that  eight  hundred  men  more  be  en- 
listed for  fifteen  days,  to  guard  the  several  necessary  posts 
and  passes,  and  shall  give  orders  for  C(juip!eting  the 
same. 

Colonel  Joshua  Jliiigatc,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jonathan, 
Burnam,  and  Major  James  Hackit,  are  appointed  by  the 
Congress  of  (his  Colony  field-officers  of  a  Regiment  of 
Miniue-Men,  and  commissioned.  We  have  therefore 
directed  them  to  take  command  according  to  their  several 
stations. 

We  have  requested  fVilliam  Knight  and  Joshua  ll'cnt- 
worth,  Esqrs.,  Captain  IVilliam  Pearne,  Captain  Thomas 
Thompson,  and  Supply  Clap,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  pro- 
cure and  fix  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  a  little  above  the 
boom,  in  order  to  hintler  the  passage  of  our  enemy's  ships 
up  the  river. 

We  expect,  Sir,  while  you  are  permitted  to  tarry,  you 
will  employ  the  troops  here,  and  such  as  shall  come  in,  in 
such  a  manner  as  you  shall  judge  necessary,  in  preparing 
for  and  making  the  best  defence  circumstances  will  allow  of, 
observing  all  the  frugality  and  economy  the  great  object  of 
defence  will  admit  of;  and  on  all  matters  of  consequence, 
where  time  will  permit,  to  consult  the  Congress  of  this 
Colony  or  this  Committee. 

The  fixing  a  cable  to  strengthen  the  boom,  as  you  prcj- 
posed,  (considering  the  time  it  will  require  to  prepare  it, 
and  the  great  expense  thereof,  and  the  importance  of  the 
boom  and  ships,)  we  think  may  be  omitted. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee,  I  am,  with  great  esteem, 
Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Matthew  Thornton,  Chairman. 
Hon.  Brigadier-General  Sullivan. 


orders   to   WILLIAM   KNIGHT   AND   OTHERS. 

Ill  Coiiimittee  of  Safety,  Exeter,  October  27,  1773. 

To  William  Knight  and  Josiila  Wentworth,  Esrps., 
Captains  Pearne,  Thompson,  and  Clap: 

It  having  been  represented  to  this  Committee  as  neces- 
sary that  a  number  of  vessels  should  be  properly  moored 
above  the  boom  on  Piscataqua  River,  we  do  therefore 
hereby  desire  you,  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  enemy's 
ships  up  the  river,  or  any  three  of  you,  to  take  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  meanest  vessels  you  can  easily  find,  that  will 
answer  the  purpose,  and  fix  them  in  such  places,  and  in 
such  a  manner  above  the  boom,  as  you  shall  judge  best. 
Also,  to  appraise  each  of  said  vessels,  and  nuike  return  there- 
of, with  the  name  of  the  owner,  to  this  Committee,  and  to 
assure  the  owners  of  the  vessels  you  shall  so  take,  that  in 
case  they  are  destroyed  in  said  service,  they  shall  be  paid 
for,   according   to   yom-  appraisement. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Matthkw  Thornton,  Chairman. 
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COLONEL  ARNOLD  TO   COLONEL 
Tho  :ind  a  luilf  inilos  0!l  t 


lEKNE  AND  OTHERS. 

:  Great  Carrying  Place,  ) 

October  :J7,  177J.       I 

Gentlemen:  1  arrived  here  last  night.  Captain  i/««- 
rhct  informs  ine  liie  roads  through  tiie  woods  are  well  spot- 
ted, and  not  so  bad  but  men  will  niai<e  greater  de^patcii 
than  by  water.  Tiie  carrying  places  Ironi  lake  to  lake  are 
so  many  and  diOicult,  that  1  think  the  whole  will  get  for- 
ward much  sooner  by  leaving  all  the  balteaus.  if  there 
are  any  people  sick,  you  will  perhaps  be  under  a  necessity 
of  bringing  on  some  batteaus.  We  are  now  near  by  the 
stream,  which  is  about  six  miles  to  the  lake.  I  believe  the 
walking  here  is  pretty  good,  if  you  go  a  little  back  from 
the  stream.  When  you  arrive  at  the  lake,  the  walking  is 
very  good  ;  the  land  rises  gently,  with  a  good  road  ;  1  am  1 
told  good  all  the  way  down. 

I  liave  heard  nothing  (lom  Jackson.  Lieutenant  .SVc./c 
lias  gone  over  the  pond.  His  part)-  arc  here,  and  most  of 
them  going  forward.  I  sliall  proceed  with  what  men  I 
have,  as  fast  as  possible,  to  the  inhabitants,  to  send  back 
provisions.      Pray  make  all  ])ossible  despatch. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  xour  luunble  servant, 

U.   Arnold. 


and  eight  Frenchmen,  and  sliall  immediately  forward  on 
more  as  far  as  the  falls.  Those  who  have  provisions  to 
reach  the  falls  will  let  this  pass  on  for  the  rear ;  and  those 
who  want  will  take  sparingly  as  possible,  that  the  whole 
may  meet  with  relief.  The  inhabitants  received  us  kindly, 
and  appear  friendly  in  offering  us  provisions,  kc.  Pray 
make  all  jiossible  despatch. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  vours,  k.c.,  B.  Arnold. 


cosmopolitan,  no.  I. 
Tu  the  Inhabitants  of  the  A.meiucan  Colonies. 
Friends  and  Fellow- Citizens  : 

By  the  splendid   monuments  of  Grecian  antiquity 


at  Athens 


tt  seii 


To  Colonels  Greene 
the  Detachment. 


Eiios,  and  the  Cai 


science,  that  nursery  ol  Iree- 
iloin,  tliat  mistress  of  the  world,  now  in  ruins — there  was 
a  custom,  in  times  of  trouble  and  general  calamity,  to  in- 
vite, by  the  publick  crier,  every  person,  of  whate\er  age, 
(juality,  degree,  or  profession,  to  give  his  opinion  with  free- 
dom and  plainness,  for  the  good  of  the  State.  Unaspiring 
to  opinions  upon  dilFicult  and  intricate  questions,  leaving 
|)lans  and  measures  to  the  invention  and  wisdom  of  deep 
politicians  and  the  united  eflbrts  of  our  assembled  Dele- 
^f  gates,  not  long  since,  without  fee  or  reward,  expectation  or 
pros|)ect,  I  assumed  my  pen  in  opposition  to  Ministerial 
hirelings,  and  the  tools  and  minions  of  desjiotick  sway. 
Having  delineated  our  rights,  and  scanned  the  [iretences 
s  for  infringing  them,  I  stopped  short,  and  retired  from  the 
publick  view.  Something  more  may  yet  be  done.  The 
duty  of  a  citizen  is  undischarged  but  in  constant  struggles 
Gentlemen:  I  have  this  moment  arrived  here,  and  met  in  his  Country's  cause.  -My  present  design  is  to  cast  in  a 
liiy  express  from  the  French  inhabitants,  who,  he  tells  ine,  mite  to  rouse  the  attention,  increase  the  vigilance,  and  set 
are  rejoiced  to  hear  we  are  coming,  and  that  they  will  in  motion  the  wheels  of  reficction,  among  the  various  classes 
gladly  supply  us  with  provisions.  He  says  there  are  few  of  men,  especially  the  yeomanry  n(  America,  against  the 
or  no  Regulars  at  (r^acbeck,  which  may  be'  easily  taken.  I  wanton  ebullitions  of  undelegated  power,  and  the  increasing 
have  just  met  Lieutenants  .SVte/i;  and  Church,  and  ain  d        ' 


,0NEL  ARNOLD  TO  THE    FIELD-OFFICERS    AND  C. 
IN   THE   DETACHMENT. 

Chaudierc  River,  Octolier  27 


termined  to  proceed  as  fast  as  possible,  with  four  batteaus 
and  fifteen  men,  to  the  inliabitants,  and  send  back  provi- 
sions as  soon  as  possible.  I  hope  to  be  there  in  three  days, 
as  my  express  tells  me  we  can  go  most  of  the  way  by 
water.  You  must  all  of  you  keep  the  east  side  of  the 
lake.  You  will  find  only  one  small  river  imtil  you  reach 
the  crotch,  which  is  just  above  the  inhabitants.  1  hope, 
in  six  days  iVom  this  time,  to  have  provisions  half  way  [.\[) 
the  river.     Pray  make  all  possible  despatch. 

If  any  Companies,  on  their  arrival  at  the  river,  have 
more  than  four  or  five  days'  jirovisions,  let  it  be  despatched 
to  others,  or  left  for  their  coming  on. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

B.  Arnold. 

P.  S.  The  bearer,  Isaac  Hall,  I  have  sent  back,  in  order 
to  direct  the  jicople  in  coming  from  the  cni-rying  jilace  to 
Chaudierc  Pond.  From  the  west  side  of  the  great  carry- 
ing place,  before  they  come  to  the  meadows,  strike  off  to 
the  right  hand,  and  keep  about  a  north  and  by  cast  course, 
which  will  escape  the  low  swampy  land  and  save  a  very 
great  distance,  and  about  six  miles  will  bring  you  to  the 
pond.  By  no  means  keep  the  brook,  which  will  carry 
you  into  a  swam[),  out  of  which  it  will  he  impossible  for 
you  to  get. 

N.  B.  To  be  sent  on.  that  the  whole  may  sec  it. 


COLONEL 


<EL 


D  TO  COLO 
Chiiuilicro  Pond,  Octolicr  27,  177:.. 

Dear  Sir:   Foiward  on  the  enclosed  letter  to  his  E: 
cellency  General  Ji'ashinglon,  by  exjiress.      If  you   ha^ 


anv  odicer  who  is  not  hearty  and  well,  send  him  ; 
orders  to  take  particular  care  of  the  sick,  and  t 
are  returning,  as  well  as  ol'  any  other  matlei's 
necessary.  1  hope  soon  to  see  you  in  (incbeck- : 
dear  Sir,  your  humble  servant,  ,,     . 

To  Colonel  Enos. 


and  give 
lose  who 
that  are 
and  am, 

;nold. 


COLONEL  ARNOLD  TO  THE  omC  KRS  OK  TH  E  DETACII.MEN 
l>arti^';ni.  Ortobcr  31,  1775. 

Gr.NTLE^it-N  :  I  have  now  sent  forward,  for  the  use  of  expectation  xlntGreat  Britain  will 
the  (letaclmicnt,  five  barrels  and  two  tierces,  and  five  bun-  and  meet  us  again  upon  equitable 
dred  pounds  of  fiour,  by  Lieutenant  Church,  Mr.  Barrin,    irrational  in  itself  and  dangerous  to 


torrent  of  i?/'/fo?tn('c/t  oppression.  Not  doubting  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  heart,  you  will  excuse,  from  a  piinciple  of 
tenderness,  the  want  of  elocution  and  polished  sentiment 
in  one  whose  highest  ambition  is  the  service  of  the  )5ublick  ; 
who,  although  he  has  neither  that  experience  of  years, 
which  adds  weight  to  counsel,  and  authority  to  debate,  had 
rather  wander  abroad  in  a  rustick  dress,  than  to  enjoy  that 
silent  glow  of  the  recluse  speculator,  which,  being  confined 
to  the  narrow  circle  of  his  own  breast,  must,  void  of  utility, 
soon  perish. 

We  have,  my  dear  fiiends,  passed  the  Ihibimn  :  the  die 
is  up.  There  is  but  a  single  alternative  :  eillier  in  the  blaze 
of  war  to  submit  our  cause  to  the  great  arbiter  of  battles, 
or  resign  ourselves  and  ours  into  the  unrelenting  hands  of 
the  proud  and  the  cruel,  to  be  by  them  butchered  as  sheep, 
or,  hke  machines,  disposed  of  in  servile  drudgery,  or  the 
infamous  business  of  enslaving  others.  There  is  no  retro- 
spect ;  our  choice  is  easy,  our  duty  plain.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  David,  a  brave  and  magnanimous  prince,  a  great 
statesman,  and  a  good  soldier,  that  it  was  better  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  God  than  into  the  hands  of  men.  Being 
thoroughly  convinced  that  the  assumed  right  of  Pariiament 
is  ill-founded,  that  her  claim  is  usurpation,  or  exercised 
jiower,  tvranny,  and  cruelty,  we  bottom  on  the  unshaken 
rock  of  eternal  truth,  in  defence  of  our  own  rights,  the 
rights  of  humanity,  and  the  rights  of  heaven.  Let  this 
prepare  us  for  every  hazardous  and  manly  achievement. 
Ixeason,  self-preservation  points  out  the  way,  and  a  con- 
sciousness of  rectitude  ought  to  sup]ily  us  with  ardour, 
resolution,  and  fortitude.  The  calls  of  the  community,  the 
business  of  the  day.  Is  level  to  every  man's  eye.  Our 
rights  are  invaded  ;  they  must  be  defended.  The  heavy 
stroke  of  -Ministerial  vengeance, which  is  aimed  at  our  vitals, 
must  be  rcpelletl,  although,  in  its  rebound,  it  should  plunge 
Great  Britain  into  the  vast  ocean  of  her  own  misconduct. 
The  dispute  is  become  too  serious  to  think  of  temporizing 
accommodations  or  partial  contracted  negotiations.  The 
(■xiL'cncies  of  the  times  require  somelhing  bold,  something 
decisive.  Mysteries  and  unintelligible  refinement  may 
amuse  the  curiou'^,  secure  a  party,  or  conceal  a  tyrant. 
Interest  and  faction  may  be  their  advocates  ;  honour  and 
honesty  d.espise  them. 

There  are  those  who  solace  tlicniselves  in  the  pleasing 
averse  her  measures, 
•ms  :  an  expectalinn 
e  commnnitv.     It  is 
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with  bodies  as  witii  individuals  :  their  past  behaviour  is  tlic 
best  security  for  their  future  conduct.  The  Ministry,  how- 
ever weaiv,  narrow,  and  unstable  in  tiieir  means,  have  been, 
like  the  needle  to  the  pole,  fixed  upon  their  iavourite  end. 
Tlie  entire  subjugation  o(  M  America  is  their  object.  This 
must  be  attempted,  at  all  adventures,  say  the  Ministry,  and 
the  Commons  echo  back  the  humane  sentiment.  Nothint; 
but  a  feeling  conviction,  from  latal  experience  of  its  utter 
impracticability,  will  ever  divert  King,  Lords,  or  Commons, 
from  the  shameful  pursuit.  Deaf  to  the  dictates  of  true 
policy,  to  the  voice  of  prudence,  ihe  cries  of  humanity,  and 
the  schemes  of  the  experienced  statesman,  to  the  reason- 
ing of  the  wise,  and  the  tongues  of  the  eloquent,  unsheathed 
daggers,  fire  and  force,  guns  and  swords,  are  their  loason- 
ing  lopicks. 

Whoever  dreams  of  settling  the  controversy,  of  recover- 
ing our  injured  rights,  and  defending  our  Country,  on  beds 
of  down  or  in  the  garden  of  pleasure,  may  awake  in  melan- 
choly disappointment.  A  restoration  of  our  envied  liberties, 
and  the  barriers  against  subsequent  encroachments  and 
usurpations,  cannot  be  erected  but  by  those  exertions  of 
understanding  and  integrity,  those  struggles  of  an  undaunt- 
ed and  vigorous  spirit,  which  have  adorned  the  annals  of 
old  time,  and  may  transmit  to  future  peiiods  a  theme  of 
admiration  and  just  applause.  A  contempt  of  luxury,  indo- 
lence, and  i)rivale  emolument,  love  to  our  fellow-mortals, 
jiublick  spirit,  and  a  persevering  patience  in  haidships, 
dangers,  and  fatigues,  are  necessary  for  the  mighty  occa- 
sion. Infernal  policy  and  the  mighty  of  the  earth  are  in 
array  against  us.  The  subtilest  heads,  and  tlie  most  obsti- 
nate and  incorrigible  hearts,  have  joined  the  confederacy. 
Americans,  stung  with  disa|)poinlment,  minds  reeking  with 
malice,  and  souls  black  with  revenge  and  the  worst  of  pas- 
sions, influence  the  process,  and,  with  the  importunity  of  a 
Hutchinson,  call  for  vengeance,  havock,  and  desolation. 
Let  us  not  court  deception,  or  become  dupes  to  a  fond,  ill- 
founded  hope.  Let  us  anticipate  their  power,  consider 
their  motives,  and  weigh  their  princijiles.  Let  us  expect 
the  conflict  to  be  fierce  and  vigorous,  the  struggle  long  and 
expensive.  Fortify  for  the  event;  prepare  for  the  trial. 
Rise  in  spirit  and  resolution  in  proportion  to  the  importance 
of  the  oliject.  Hazard  of  life  and  fortune  is  not  an  equiva- 
lent for  the  extirpation  of  tyranny,  tlie  re-establishment  of 
freedom  and  its  attendant  blessings.  I  rejieat  it,  an  imagi- 
nation that  the  Ministry  will  slacken  their  pace,  or  halt  in 
their  career,  from  the  sentiments  of  humanity,  the  checks 
of  national  interest,  or  the  rebukes  of  their  own  consciences, 
is  idle  and  dangerous.  Considerations  of  future  happiness, 
national  felicity,  and  distant  dangers,  do  not  afiect  the  cal- 
lous hearts  of  court  favourites,  the  creatures  of  venality, 
who  live  by  the  hour,  and  are  warm  in  the  pursuit  of  for- 
tunes, rapine,  and  plunder.  Removed  from  personal  dan- 
ger, they  plot  with  security,  and  send  forth  their  handed 
mercenaries  to  execute  their  hazardous  projects.  Neces- 
sity alone  will  make  them  retreat.  A  spirited  opposition, 
on  the  part  of  America,  must  beget  this  necessity.  In  re- 
ply to  British  petitions,  for  redress  q(  American  grievances, 
says  one  in  the  Cabinet :  "  I  do  not  doubt  but  the  petition- 
ers are  aggrieved.  I  do  not  doubt  but  they  labour  under 
great  and  singular  distresses.  I  do  not  doubt  but  every 
degree  of  men — the  landed  gentleman,  the  merchant,  the 
manufacturer,  and  the  mechanick — would  all  heavily  feel, 
in  their  several  situations,  the  threatened  calamities.  Nay, 
I  do  not  promise  certain  success  from  present  measures. 
The  Army  may  proceed  to  hostilities ;  they  may  be  de- 
feated. The  Americans  may  prevail.  We  may  be  stripped 
of  the  sovereignty  of  that  Country;  but  what  of  tli;it? 
(with  marble  apathy,  says  the  JVcstminstcr  demon.)  The 
events  of  war  are  uncertain.  Tlie  question  is,  allowing  all 
the  inconveniences,  as  set  forth  in  the  petitions,  to  be  pre- 
cisely just,  and  taking  into  full  contemplation  every  possible 
contingency  that  human  foresight  and  prudence  can  sug- 
gest, whether  we  should  relinquish  our  rights,  or  resolve, 
at  all  events,  resolutely  to  persist  in  their  assertion.  It  is 
utterly  impossible  to  say  one  syllable  on  the  matter  of 
ex))ediency,  till  the  right  is  first  as  fully  asserted  on  one 
side,  as  acknowledged  on  the  other." 

What  have  we  to  expect  ?  What  not  to  fear,  when  the 
political  pendulum  is  vibrated,  and  the  reins  of  government 
guided  by  men  pos^^cssing  such  ]uineiples? — artificially 
headstrong  ;  determined  to  jihnige  a  whole  Kingdom   into 


wretchedness,  for  the  formal  establishment  of  that  which 
she  might  ever  realize,  as  to  all  its  valuable  purposes,  with 
pacifick  facility.  An  experienced  statesman  would  com- 
prehend measures  and  their  consequences.  Actions,  inde- 
pendent of  their  tendency,  are  like  substances  stripped  of 
their  essential  qualities.  That  cannot  be  justifiable  which 
is  inexpedient,  nor  that  expedient  from  which  many  bad 
and  no  good  consequences  can  result.  But  this  glorious 
advocate  for  servility  has  declared  it  impossible  to  attend 
to  that  alone  which  demands  attention,  until  the  right  is 
established,  "  at  all  events,"  and  then  his  (juestion  of  expe- 
diency comes  too  late. 

Certainly,  then,  it  is  not  to  the  King,  or  his  prostituted 
Court,  that  we  are  to  look  for  security.  Under  a  kind 
Providence,  the  strength  of  our  arms,  and  our  own  bodies, 
nuist  form  the  line  of  protection.  Miracles  are  not  to  be 
expected.  Heaven  proceeds  in  the  use  of  means.  We 
are  not  to  look  for  a  dividing  sea  to  swallow  up  an  hostile 
fleet,  or  for  hail-stones,  from  above,  to  humble  the  pride 
of  an  opposing  power.  The  means  of  safety  are  in  our 
own  hands.  Our  internal  resoiu'ces  are  inexhaustible.  Our 
natural  strength,  if  fully  and  uniformly  exerted,  invincible. 
Our  numbers  sufticient ;  our  bodies  hardy  and  vigorous. 
Our  union  such  as  to  quell  the  proudest  Ministers  and 
baffle  the  efforts  of  the  greatest  Jesuit  to  break  it.  Our 
courage  and  our  discipline  continually  increasing,  while  a 
sense  of  indignities  is  still  trickling  in  our  veins,  and  the 
lash  of  oppression  sharpening  the  edge  of  our  spirits.  Om- 
all  is  at  stake,  and,  in  defence  of  our  all,  every  thing  is  to 
be  risked,  forced,  and  attem|ited. 

Worcester,  iMassacliusetis,  Oeloliei-  :.'7,  177j. 


AI5DnESS    OF  THE   EUIUIH    OF  RENFREW. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Town  Coun- 
cil of  the  Burgh  o{ Renfrew,  piesenicd  to  His  ■Majesty  ljy 
the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  their 
Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  EuxUent  iMajeslij. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council  of  the  Burgh 
ofRenfrcji',  with  the  warmest  aflection  and  utmost  humility, 
beg  leave  to  declare  our  entire  satisfaction  with  your  Ma- 
jesty's mild  and  just  Government. 

When  the  greatest  part  of  your  Majesty's  Colonies  in 
America  are  in  actual  rebellion,  stirred  up  by  some  restless 
and  seditious  spirits  among  themselves,  who  have  imposed 
on  the  people,  and,  under  the  |)retence  of  liberty,  have, 
in  a  manner,  abolished  all  liberty  and  lawful  government  ; 
and  while  they  are  unnaturally  aided  and  abetted  by  a 
disa|i|)ointed  faction  at  home,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  de- 
clare our  abhorrence  of  these  proceedings,  and  that  we  are 
ready  to  lay  our  lives  and  fortunes  at  yoiu-  Majesty's  feet, 
to  support  your  just  right,  and  the  authority  oi"  your  Par- 
liament over  America. 

Signed  in  our  name,  in  our  presence,  and  at  our  appoint- 
ment, by  ,         „  ,> 

•'  John  Paterson,/-^ /-oros^ 

RciilVow,  (Ictobci- 28,  177j. 


address    of  the   town   of   DIMIFRIES. 

Address  of  the  Magistrates,  Common  Council,  Burgesses, 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  o(  Dumfries,  presented  to  His 
Mniesty  by  ff'illiam  Doug/as,  Esq.,  their  Representative 
in  Parliament. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Eecellent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  the 
Magistrates,  Common  Council,  Burgesses,  and  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  o(  Dumfries,  deejily  impi'cssed  with  a  sense 
of  the  ingratitude  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  your 
Majesty's  Dominions  in  America,  both  towards  your  Ma- 
jesty and  the  Mother  Country,  hundjly  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  Majesty  of  our  firm  attachment  to  your  Majesty,  and 
utter  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  those  treasonable  sedi- 
tions that  have  of  late  been  raised  in  that  part  of  your 
Majesty's  Dominions. 

Persuaded,  as  we  are,  that  those  commercial  purposes, 
to  whirh  your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America  owe  their 
oiiginal,  can  nc\er  be  answtied  but  by  maiiilaining  a  proper 
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dependance  of  those  Colonies  on  the  IMotlier  Country,  and  your  Colonists  ;  and   that  we  utterly  disapprove  of  every 

vioorously  asserlim'  the  authority  of  the  Legislature  when  method  whatever,  tending  to  intlauie  the  minds  of  your 

resisted  or  contemned  bv  the  Colonists,  nothincr  that  is  in  Majesty's  peaceful  subjects  against  your  Majesty,  and  those 

our  Dower  to  contiibute'sliall  be  wanting,  to  aid  and  assist  of  your  most  honourable  Council,  while  prosecuting  mea- 

vour  Majesty  in   following  out  such   measures  as  may  be  sures  so   highly  necessary  for   bringing  to  reason  and  sub- 

inost  effectual  for  asserting'  the  honour  and  dignity  of  your  mission  to  the  laws  those  of  your  rebellious  and  deluded 

crown    and  the  supremacy  of  the  British  Legislature,  over  subjects  who  have  endeavoured  to  throw  off  their  d 


every  pa 


,_   d- 

ani'e  on  the  Parent  Slate. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  with  the  most 
unfeigned  truth,  that  we  look  u|ion  those  attempts  with  the 
utmost  indignation  ;  and  most  earnestly  wish  that  the  inea- 

res  adopted   by  the  Legislature  may,  by  the  aid  of  the 


_    rt  of  the  British  Empire. 

Attached,  as  we  have  ever  been,  to  the  principles  c)f  the 
glorious  revolution,  and  the  succession  of  your  Majesty's 
illustrious  House,  we  cannot,  without  the  utmost  concern, 

perceive  any  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  acting  upon  prin-  .,      -,        , 

ciples  subversive  of  that  Constitution  which  has,  since  the  Almighty,   be  the  speedy  means  of  restoring  trancimlhty, 

•succession  of  your  Majesty's  family,  secured  to  us  the  most  and  putting  an  end  to  civil  discord  :   for  obtaining  ol  which 

inestimable  of  all  blessings— liberty  and  pure  religion.   And  happy  end,  we  will  support  your  Majesty,  and  the  autho- 

as  it  becomes  every  British  subject  to  set  life  and  fortune  rity  of  the  Legislature,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes, 

at  noutrht,  when  tliese,  or  the  Constitution  by  which  they  That  your  Majesty  and  your  royal  heirs  may  reign  to 

are  seclired,  are  attacked,  should  it  be  necessary  for  us  to  latest   posterity,  over  an  united  and  happy  people,  is  our 

hazard  both  on  the  present  occasion,  we  trust  that  we  shall  most  ardent  wish. 

not  be  found   backward  to  sacrifice  them,  to  maintain  the  May  it  please  your  Majesty,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful 

Constitution  in  the  same  state  it  has  been  handed  down  to  and   loyal  subjects,  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Council  of 

us  by  our  ancestors.  yoi"'  ^'^^Y  of  Brechinc. 

That  your  Majesty  may  be  long  preserved  to  reign  over  Signed  in^  our  name  and  by  our  a]; 

a  free  and  united  people,  and  that  the  British  Empire  may  seal  of  the  City  is  afl]xed 

be  transmitted  undivided  to  your  Majesty's  royal  issue,  to  ^^ 

latest  posterity,  is  the  sincere  and   ardent  wish  of,  may  it  Bivclano,  October  2B,  1,  io. 

please  your  RIajesty,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  

subjects.  ADDRESS   OF  THE  BOUOUCII  OF   LEt;DS. 

Dumfries,  October  28,  1775.  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the 

Borough  of  Lads,  in   the  County  of  York,    presented  to 

ADDRF.ss  OF  THE  liOROiGH  OF  iiELLE-^TON.  His  Majesty  by  Edtcin  Lascellcs,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Repre- 

,  ,  ,           c  \     -it           All              r               o„  1  .M.;,,^;  seutati\e3  in  Parliament  for  the  County  of  York. 

Address  ol  the  Mavor,  Aldermen,  iMeemen,  and  piinci-  J 

pal  Inhabitants  of  the" Borough  of  Hcllcston,  in  the  County_  To  the  Kmg's  Most  Eicdltnt  Majtstij. 

of  Cornu-all,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  oi'  Rochford,  one  of  The  hiimbic  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Bur- 

His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  presented  irtssis  of  the  Borough  of  Leeds,  in  the    Countij  of 


intment,  and  tl 
John  Molison,  Provost. 


to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Excclknt  Majcstij. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

Wc,  your  Majesty's  most  diitirul  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  Freemen,  and   principal   In! 


YoKK. 
l\]ost  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  beg 
leave  (as  we  think  it  our  indispensable  duty  at  this  time) 
to  apiHoach  the  throne,  and  with  the  utmost  zeal  and  sin- 


theBorou.di  of  Hclleston,   in   the  County   of  Cormrail,     "''iO  to  declare  our  grateful   and   affectionate   attachmen 
most  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  the  throne,  and,  unin-     '°  1°'^'^  '°y°\  Person  and  family, 
flucnced  by  any  other  motives  than  those  of  duty  and  loy- 
alty to  our  Sovereign,  to  declare  our  utmost  abhorrence 
and  detestation  of  the  unnatural   rebellion  which  some  of 
Majesty's   Provinces  in  North-yimerica  have  lalel 


your  iViajesty 

entered  into,  fomented  by  the  arts  of  evil  and  designing 
men,  and  to  testify  to  your  Majesty  our  entire  approbation 
of  and  confidence  in  those  measures  which  are  pursuing  for 
bringing  tliese  deluded  people  to  a  return  of  their  duty; 
for  which  purpose,  we,  amidst  the  rest  of  our  loyal  fellow- 
subjects,  do  hereby  make  a  tender  of  our  faithllil  services 
to  your  ALijesty. 

Given   under  our   liaiuls   and    the  coinmnn   seal  of  the 


said  Borough,  this  twenty-eighth  tl; 
sand  seven  hundred  and  seventv-fi 


of  October,  one  tlr 


ADDRESS   OF   Til  E   I'lTY 

Address  of  the  Magistrates  a 
City  o(  Brechine,  transmitted  to 


Town  T'ouncil   of 
E 
Secretar 


Convinced  of  your  Majesty's  great  regard  for  the  glori- 
ous Constitution  of  this  Country,  and  the  real  happiness  of 
all  your  subjects,  permit  us  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that 
we  shall  at  all  times  be  ready  to  join  in  sujiporting  the 
rights  and  authorities  of  the  British  Legislature  and  the 
just  prerogatives  of  the  Crown. 

It  is  with  very  great  concern  we  observe  that  our  fellow- 
subjects  in  America  disclaim  all  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
their  Mother  Country  ;  but  whatever  sorrow  or  compassion 
we  may  feel  for  those  misguided  people,  we  think  it  not 
only  our  duty,  but  our  interest,  to  afford  every  assistance 
in  our  power  towards  reducing  them  to  due  subjection, 
however  disagreeable  the  means  necessary  to  be  used  for 
that  purpose  may  be;  and  your  Majesty  may  rest  assured 
that  we  shall  at  all  times  persevere  in  supporting  such 
measures  as  may  lie  thouglu  necessary  for  ascertaining  and 
maintaining  the  legislative  authority  of  this  Kingdom,  and 
rciluciug  your  Majesty's  rebellious  subjects  to  proper  obe- 


of  His  Majesty's  principal 
sented  to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  1 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mn 

Cil    of  the    CtlJ  of    ijHl-(    HlN 

stmbled. 
Most  Gracious  Sinrrign: 

We,  your  Majosly"^  dnnrul  and  loyal  subj. els  the  Ma- 
gistrates and  Touii  C'duuiiI  of  the  Cily  tA'  Bnchine,  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  royal  throne,  as  well  iVoni  duly  as 
from  a  sincere  attachment  to  your  Majesty's  iierson  and 
(lovernment,  at  a  time  when  rebellion,  among  some  of 
your  iMajesty's  subjects  in  America,  rears  its  head,  and 
bills  defiance  to  the  laws:  to  express  our  loyalty  and  at- 
tachment to  your  Majesty's  person,  family,  and  Govern- 
ment;  and  to  assure  your  ^Iaji;sty,  that,  Irom  the  bott(jiii 
of  our   lii'arts,  we   al)hor   and  detest   the   lebellious  acts  ol 


le    r.nri  oi  oi///"//, ,  ( 
ries  of  Stale,  and   [ 

re- 

(;i\en   under  our  common  sc,il,  this  twenty-eighth  da 
of  October,   in  the  year  of  our  l^ord  one  thousand  seve 

llrni   MnjistlJ. 

hundrcil  and  seventy-five. 
By  the  Court: 

trairs  an,!  T„wn  Cn 

()(- 

Thomas  Baf.stow.  Jin.,  Common  Clerk. 

I  (  'oiiiinon   L'ouncil 

as- 

ADl)Ui:>S    (jF    TltF    (iENTI.EMEN,   ETC.,   OF  THE    BOKOlnH   OF 
I.KEDS. 

Addies-^  of  the  (icntlenien,  Clergy,  Merchants,  Fiec- 
holdiMs  and  principal  liihahilanls  of  the  ]5orougli  and 
ncighbonrhooi!  of  Leeds,  in  the  (,'onnty  of  York,  presented 
to  His  Majesty  liy  Edwin  Lascellcs,  Enquire,  one  of  the 
Repicsentatives  in  Parliament  for  the  County  of  York. 

7'i  the  King's  Most  Evccllent  Majesty. 

Till  huiiibh  Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clcrgi/,  Mtrchatits. 

Freeholders,  and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough 

and  neiij-hbourhood  of  Leeds,  in  the  County  o/' York. 
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31ost  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  duliful  subjects, 
humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  your  throne,  to  teslify  our 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy 
under  your  Majesty's  auspicious  Government,  to  the  gen- 
tleness and  mildness  of  which  we  owe  the  rapid  increase 
of  our  manuHictures,  giving  full  employ  to  all  our  poor, 
even  at  advanced  wages  ;  and  to  the  protection  tlierelrom 
derived,  attribute  the  extension  of  our  commerce  abroad, 
and  the  consequential  flourishing  situation  of  this  populous 
Country. 

Silence  in  us,  therefore,  would  be  criminal,  at  a  time 
when  sedition,  fomented  by  the  misrepresentations  of  artful, 
ill-designing  men,  working  upon  the  minds  of  narrow  and 
self-interested  people,  hath,  in  some  of  your  Majesty's  Colo- 
nies in  \orlh- America,  erecied  the  standard  of  rebellion — a 
rebellion  as  unnatural  as  unprovoked;  the  abetters  whereof, 
for  want  of  real  grievances  to  palliate  in  any  degree  their  trea- 


sonable purposes,  are  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  specula- 
tive opinions  and  ideal  doctrines,  incompatible  in  practice 
with  every  form  of  Government. 

Impelled  by  a  grateful  and  just  sense  of  the  happiness 
we  have  enjoyed  under  your  Majesty's  reign,  we,  your 
Majesty's  most  faithful  subjects,  deem  it  a  duty  incumbent 
upon  us,  as  good  citizens,  thus  publickly  to  declare  our 
utter  abhorrence  of  the  conduct  of  those  traitorous  and 
rebellious  people,  who  are  striking  at  the  root  of  American 
liberty,  which  can  only  be  preserved  by  due  obedience  to 
the  legislative  authority  o(  Great  Britain ;  that  we  sensibly 
feel  the  insult  offered  to  the  supreme  authority  of  these 
realms  ;  and  with  the  greatest  sincerity  assure  your  INIajesty 
that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  abilities,  exert  ourselves 
in  supporting  the  execution  of  such  measures  as  shall  be 
found  necessary  to  bring  the  Colonies  to  a  due  sense  of 
their  dependance  upon  the  Mother  Country,  and  a  proper 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  this  Kingdom. 


PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS  OF  NEW-JERSEY. 

A  list  of  the  Deputies  ivho  attended  this  Congress. 
Bergen  :  John  Demarest,  Jacobus  Post. 
Essex  :   Abraham  Chirk,  Lewis  Ogdcn,  Samuel  Potter, 

Caleb  Camp,  Robert  Drummond. 
Middlesex:   Azariah  Dunham,  John  Dennis. 
MoKUis:  nUliam  Hnids,  Ititliam  Dc  Hart,  Jacob  Drake, 

Silas  Condit,  Ellis  Cook. 
Somerset:    Hendrick   Fisher,    Cornelius    J'an  Mulincr, 

Ruloffc  Van  Dyke. 
Sl  ssE-x :    IVilliam   Maxivcll,    Ephraim    Martin,    Thomas 

Potts,  Abia  Brown,   Mark   Thompson. 
MoiNMOuTH  :   Edward   Taylor,  John  Covenhoven,  Joseph 

Holmes. 
Hunterdon:  Samuel  Tucker,  John  Mchelm,  John  Hart, 

Charles  Sieirart,  Augustine  Steveuson. 
Burlington:   Isaac  Pearson,  John  Pope,  Samuel  How, 

John  Wood,  Joseph  Neiobold. 
Gloucester:  John  Cooper,  Joseph  Ellis,  Thomas  Clark, 

Elijah  Clark,  Richard  Sorncrs. 
Salem:  John  Holme,  Edward  Keasbij,  Benjamin  Holme, 

John  Carey. 
Cumberland:    Theophilus  Elmer,  Jonathan  Ayars. 
Cape-May  :  Jesse  Hand. 

Tuesday,  Octobers,  177:). 

Several  of  the  Deputies  returned  to  serve  in  this  Con- 
gress for  tlie  respective  Counties  of  this  Colony  assembled 
at  Trenton,  j)ursuaLit  to  the  ap|)oiniiiient  of  the  late  Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

Wudiiosday,  October  1,  1775. 

The  Congress  again  assembled,  and,  several  other  Mem- 
bers attending,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President 
and  Vice-President;  when  Samuel  Tucker,  Esq.,  was  cho- 
sen President,  and  Hendrick  Fisher,  Esq.,  Vice-President. 

John  Meliehn,  Esquire,  at  the  re(|uest  of  the  Congress, 
consented  to  act  as  Secretary  until  a  Secretary  be  chosen. 

On  motion  made.  Ordered,  That  ti]e  President  do  wait 
u|)on  the  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  this  Town,  and,  in  the 
name  of  this  Congress,  request  their  alternate  attendance 
and  service  every  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  during  the  ses- 
sion, in  order  that  the  business  of  the  day  may  be  opened 
with  prayer,  in  the  most  humble  manner  to  supjilicate  Al- 
mighty God,  that,  out  of  his  infinite  goodness  and  mercy, 
he  will  be  ])leased  to  influ'ence  and  direct  the  Councils  of 
America  and  Great  Britain,  so  that  peace,  unanimity,  and 
harmony, may  be  happily  re-established  between  both  Coun- 
tries upon  a  permanent  foundation. 

The  Congress  was  accordingly  openeil  with  prayer  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Spencer. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  Certifi- 
cates of  the  Election  of  the  Deputies  for  the  several  Coun- 
ties in  this  Colony,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  re- 
turned as  duly  elected,  to  wit : 
Bergen  :   John  Demarest,  Jacobus  Post.  Abraham  I'an 

Boskirk. 
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Essex  :   Abraham  Clark,  Lewis  Ogdcn,  Samuel  Potter, 

Caleb  Camp,  Robert  Drummond. 
Middlesex:  John  Dennis,  Azariah  Dunham. 
Morris:  IVilliam  (finds,  IVilliam  De  Hart,  Jacob  Drake, 

Silas  Condit,  Ellis  Cook. 
Somerset  :    Hendrick   Fisher,   Cornelius    T^an  Muliner, 

Ruloffe  Fan  Dyke. 
Sussex  :    IVilliam    Maiirell,    Ephraim   Martin,    Thomas 

Potts,  Abia  Brown,  Mark   Thompson. 
Hunterdon  :  Samuel  Tucker,  John  Mehelm,  John  Hart, 

Charles  Steu-arl,  Augustine  Stevenson. 
Monmouth  :   Edward   Taylor,  John  Covenhoven,  Joseph 

Holmes. 
Burlington  :   Isaac  Pearson,  John  Pope,  Samuel  How, 

John  Wood,  Joseph  yewbold. 
Gloucester:  John  Cooper,  Joseph  Ellis,  Thomas  Clark, 

Elijah  Clark,  Richard  Soiners. 
Salem:   Grant  Gibbon,  Benjamin  Holme,  John  Holme, 

Edward  Keasby,  John  Carey. 
Cumberland  :   Theophilus  Elmer,  Jonathan  Ayars. 
Cape-May:   Jesse  Hand,  Elijah  Hughes. 

A  Petition  from  twenty-four  Inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Monmouth,  suggesting  that  the  Deputies  returned  for 
that  County  were  not  duly  elected,  was  read,  and  ordered 
a  second  reading. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  o{  New-York 
to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  relative  to  the 
apprehending  of  Deserters  from  the  Continental  Troops, 
was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  fiom  Daniel  Maskell,  of  Cumberland  Coun- 
ty, praying  that  Commissions  may  issue  for  a  Company  of 
Minute-Men  in  that  County,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue  to  the  several 
persons  therein  named. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Morris, 
recommending  the  several  persons  therein  named  for  Com- 
missions in  the  Battalion  of  Minute-Men  in  that  County, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Conniiissions  do  issue  accordingly. 

Mr.  President  laid  before  the  Congress  a  Letter  from 
the  Earl  of  Stirling,  enclosing  copies  of  some  Letters  lately 
written  by  his  Lordship,  on  the  subject  of  his  having  re- 
ceived a  Commission  of  Colonel  of  a  Regiment  of  Militia, 
together  with  the  Return  of  his  Regiment. 

^Ordered,  That  the  Return  be  filed,  and  that  the  Let- 
ters be  laid  on  the  table  for  the  inspection  of  the  Members. 

Sundry  copies  of  Associations  from  the  Township  of 
Freehold,  in  Monmouth  County,  the  Township  of  Hills- 
borough, in  Somerset  County,  and  the  Township  of  Mans- 
field, in  Burlington  County,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
■filed. 

A  Petition  from  a  number  of  Inhabitants  of  the  Town- 
ship of  iVoraVig-^om,  praying  that  the  petitioners  maybe 
allowed  to  join  Capt.  Harrison's  Company  of  Light-Infan- 
try, in  Trenton,  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow- 
morning. 
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Thursday,  October  5,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  mUiam  Paterson, 
Esq.,  be  appointed  Secretary  to  this  Congress. 

The  Petition  from  Monmouth  County,  suggesting  that 
the  Deputies  returned  for  that  County  were  not  duly  elect- 
ed, was  read  a  second  time;  wiiereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Holmes,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  tlie  parties  be  aliow^ed  a  publick  hearing 
on  the  prayer  of  this  Petition  on  Jt'ednesday  next,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon;  and  that  the  Deputies  fwm  Mon- 
mouth do  acquaint  the  parties  therewith. 

The  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Neiv-York 
to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  respecting  the 
apprehending  of  Deserters  from  the  Continental  Troops, 
was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Dunham,  and  Mr. 
Stewart,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  Re- 
solution relative  to  the  same,  and  make  a  report  thereof  to 
this  Congress. 

The  Congress  adjourned  until  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday,  October  G,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  Jonnthan  Williams  and  others,  object- 
ing to  the  Field-OlHcers  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  Mili- 
tia for  the  County  of  Gloucester,  as  recommended  by  the 
County  Committe'e,  and  praying  that  other  Field-Officers 
may  be  commissioned  to  command  that  Battalion,  was 
read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  from  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
County  of  Hunterdon,  praying  that  Money  at  interest  may 
be  taxed,  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  proposal  from  James  Campbell  and  others,  respecting 
the  manufacturing  of  Fire-Arms  in  this  Colony,  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  made,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pearson,  Mr. 
Stewart,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  De  Hirt,  and  Mr.  Camp,  be 
a  Committee  to  examine  the  Returns  of  Minute-Men  and 
Officers,  and  report  the  same  to  this  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Covenhoven,  that  Colonel  Taylor  be 
heard  before  this  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  County  Committee  of  Monmouth,  upon  the 
(juestion.  Whether,  in  Colonel  Taylor's  particular  case,  he 
might  not  be  permitted  to  hold  the  commission  of  Captain 
and  the  commission  of  Colonel  in  the  same  Regiment,  at 
the  same  time  ? 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Taylor  be  heard  immediately. 

Col.  Taylor,  having  been  called  in,  was  heard  ;  where- 
u))on,  on  motion  made,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  the  determination  of  this  matter  be  post- 
poned to  a  future  day. 

The  Congress  adjourned  until  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

!S.itnrday,  October  7,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Returns  of 
Minute-Officers  having  reported  that  they  had  examined 
the  Muster-Rolh  of  Captain  Ilazlet,  Captain  Stout,  and 
Captain  Brearlcy,  and  found  them  agreeable  to  the  Ordi- 
nance of  the  late  Congress, 

Ordered,  That  Connnissions  do  issue  to  the  respective 
Officers  of  those  three  Companies. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  on  Thursday  innrn- 
inc  next  this  Congress  will  take  into  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing matters,  to  wii : 

1.  Whether  the  present  state  of  the  Provincial  Fund, 
ordered  by  the  late  Congress,  be  sutlicient  to  answer  the 
present  publick  exigencies. 

2.  Whether  any  and  what  further  Provincial  Fund  is 
necessary.     And, 

3.  The  ways  and  means  to  erect  such  Fund. 
The  Congress  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
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The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  Colonel 
Tai/lor's  case  ;  and,  after  debating  the  same, 

Resolved,  unanitiiottsly.  That  no  Otiicer  in  the  ^lilitia 
service  in  this  Colony  be  permitted  to  hold  two  commis- 
sions at  the  same  time. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  mranimously,  That  no  one 
person  shall  hold  commissions  under  the  Alinute  and  Mili- 
tia Ordinances  at  the  same  time. 

The  Congress  adjourned  until  Monday  morning  next, 
.  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  October  9,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Two  Petitions  from  the  Inliabilants  of  the  County  of 
Siisser,  siicned  by  a  great  number  of  persons,  and  praying 
that  all  who  pay  taxes  may  be  admitted  to  vote  with  the 
freeholders,  at  future  elections  for  Deputies  to  serve  in 
Congress,  were  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Five  Petitions  from  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Cotmty  of 
Sussex,  signed  by  a  number  of  persons,  and  praying  that 
all  suits  at  law  for  the  recovery  of  debts  already  com- 
menced, or  to  be  commenced,  may  be  suspended,  upon 
certain  conditions,  until  the  dispute  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies  shall  be  settled,  were  read,  and  ordered 
a  second  reading. 

On  motion  made.  Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue 
to  the  Officers  of  the  Third  Company  of  Foot  of  the  Town- 
ship of  Acquanuck. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hart,  Mr.  Den- 
nis, Mr.  Demarest,  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  Mr.  JVinds,  Mr.  Mar- 
tin, Mr.  Elijah  Clark,  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Carey,  Mr.  Elmer, 
Mr.  JSewliold,  Mr.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Potter,  be  a  Committee 
to  prepare  an  estimate  of  the  expense  necessary  to  put  this 
Colony  into  a  posture  of  defence  at  this  time,  and  to  make 
report  thereof  to  this  Congress  on  Thursday  morning  next. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Dunham  having  informed  this  Congress  that  he  had 
seen  Mr.  Paterson,  who  had  acquainted  him  that  his  busi- 
ness and  circumstances  would  by  no  means  admit  of  his 
officiating  as  Secretary, 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Secretary; 
when  John  Carey,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  chosen  Secre- 
tary, and  Abraham  Clark  and  Charles  Stewart,  Esquires, 
Assistant  Secretaries. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of 
Gloucester,  praying  that  some  mode  may  be  adopted  to 
compel  the  payment  of  the  Ten  Thousand  Pound  Tax  from 
those  in  that  County  who  have  refused  to  pay  the  same, 
was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  Petition  from  Jonathan  IVilliams  and  others,  of 
Gloucester  County,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Field- 
Officers  for  the  Second  Battalion  of  Alilitia  in  that  County, 
was  read  a  second  time  ;  and  the  reconnnendation  of  the 
County  Committee  of  Gloucester  having  likewise  been 
read,  and  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petition  having  been  duly 
considered, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  Commissions  do  issue  to 
the  gentlemen  recommended  by  the  County  Committee 
as  proper  persons  for  the  Officers  of  the  three  Battalions 
in  that  County. 

The  Congress  adjourned  until  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow- 
morning. 

Tiicsday,  October  10,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Abra- 
ham Clark,  and  Mr.  Dennis,  be  a  Committee  to  inspect 
the  .Minutes  of  the  late  Congress  and  Committee  of  Safety; 
and  that  they  make  report  of  such  business  as  stands  re- 
ferred to  the  consideration  of  this  Congress. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  iliorri"*  County, 
praying  this  Congress  to  appoint  Field-Officers  for  the 
lower  Regiment  of  Militia  for  the  said  County,  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morninL'. 
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Wednesday,  October   11,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  piirsunnt  to  adjournment. 
The  Petition   from  Morris  County,  praying  this  Con- 
gress to  appoint  Field-Odicers,  &c.,  was  read   a  second 
time;  and  Captain  Bates  attending  at   the  door,  and  de- 
siring to  be  heard  in  support  of  tiiis  Petition, 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Bates  be  heart!  relative  to  the 
jjrayer  of  tlie  said  Petition. 

And  Captain  Bates  having  been  lieard  accordingly,  and 
the  Congress  having  debated  the  same, 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  think  it  is  most  expedient 
to  wait  for  further  information  before  they  proceed  to  the 
Bppointment  of  Officers  ;  and  that  the  Captains  and  Subal- 
terns of  the  said  Regiment  be  directed  to  recommend 
proper  persons  for  Field-Officers;  such  recommendation 
to  be  certified  by  the  Chairman  of  the  County  Committee. 
A  Petition  from  Stephen  Burrows,  \e\vi\\\e  to  the  making 
of  Cartouch-Boxes,  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  read- 
ing. 

A  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  yl?Hi;'e//,  praying  that 
the  Third  Regiment  of  the  Militia  of  Hunterdon  County 
may  continue,  but  that  the  commissions  of  the  Field-OtH- 
cers  be  vacated,  and  lliat  the  Captains  and  Subalterns  may^ 
be  allowed  to  choose  Field-Officers,  was  read,  and  ordered 
a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  from  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
lower  part  oi  Amuell,  praying  that  the  Third  Regiment, 
in  the  County  o[  Hunterdon,  may  be  united  to  the  First 
Regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Stnilh,  was  read,  and 
oj'dered  a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  the  upper  part  of  ^m- 
U'cll,  praying  that,  if  any  alteration  be  made  in  the  Third 
Regiment  of  the  Militia  o(  Hunterdon,  ihe  petitioners  may 
be  united  to  the  Fourth  Regiment,  and  not  to  the  First 
Regiment,  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  fiom  Captain //n/nj/ and  Captain  Grai/,  pray- 
ing that  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  Mili- 
tia of  Hunterdon  maybe  continued,  was  read,  and  ordered 
a  second  reading. 

On  motion  made,  Ordered,  Tlnn  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Mr.  Dennis,  iMr.  Stewart,  and  Mr.  Ellis,  be  a 
Committee  to  prepare  the  draught  of  an  Ordinance  for  the 
further  regulating  of  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  and  make 
report  thereof  to  this  Congress. 

This  Congress  having  received  information  that  a  few 
da)  s  since  a  small  Vessel,  supposed  to  be  a  tender  to  some 
Rlan-of-War,  was  taken  near  Barncgat,  with  three  per- 
sons on  board;  and  this  information  appearing  to  be  true, 
this  Congress  think  it  proper  that  the  said  Vessel  be  de- 
tained for  the  present,  and  that  the  persons  taken  on  board 
be  secured  in  some  safe  place  in  the  County  o(  Monmouth, 
until  this  Congress  can  obtain  satisfactory  information  re- 
specting those  persons,  their  business  and  destination.  And 
this  Congress  request  the  Committee  o[ Monmouth  to  make 
diligent  inquiry  into  the  above  matter,  and  to  report  to  this 
Congress  whatever  discovery  they  may  be  able  to  obtain, 
of  which  the  Secretary  is  ordered  to  give  the  said  Com- 
mittee notice. 

The  C^oiigiess  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Petition 
from  the  County  o{  Monmouth,  suggesting  that  the  Depu- 
ties returned  for  that  County  were  not  duly  elected,  and 
praying  that  the  Inte  election  may  be  vacated,  and  a  new 
one  granted  ;  and  the  parties  for  and  against  the  Petition 
attending,  were  called  in  and  heard,  pursuant  to  the  order 
of  the  day;  and  desiring  a  further  hearing  thereon. 
The  Congress  adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  Congress  resumed  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Petition  from  Monmouth,  resj)ecting  the  election  of  Depu- 
ties ;  and  the  parties  again  attending,  were  called  in  and 
lieard,  and  then  withdrew. 

The  Deputies  from  Monmouth  having  desired  leave  to 
withdraw  during  the  debate, 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  :  and  the  Deputies 
withdrew  accordingly. 

Whereupon,  after  debating  the  question,  on  motion 
made. 

Resolved,  That  the  determination  of  the  question  be  post- 
jioned  until  to-morrow  morning. 


The  Congress  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning.  

Tliursday,  October  12,  177S. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Petition 
Uom  Monmouth  County,  relative  to  the  election  of  Depu- 
ties ;  and,  after  debating  the  same,  the  question  being  put, 
whether  the  election  was  regular  or  not,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

Ykas.  Navs. 

Bergen  County,  Burlington  County, 

Middlesex       "  (rlovcester         " 

Somerset         "  Essex  '• 

Morris 

Sussex  " 

Hunterdon      " 
Salem  " 

Cumberland    " 
Cape-May      " 
Ordered,  That  the   Deputies  from  Monmouth  County 
be  called  in,  and  that  they  take  their  seats. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a 
Resolution  for  apprehending  of  Deserters  from  the  Conti- 
nental Troops,  reported  a  draught  of  such  Resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Rlr.  Hart,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an 
estimate  of  the  expense  necessary  to  put  this  Colony  into 
a  state  of  defence,  reported  the  draught  of  such  an  esti- 
mate, which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Hackensack,  re- 
commending Militia  Officers  for  that  Precinct,  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  second  reading. 
On  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  the  question  relative  to  the  state  of  the 
Provincial  Fund  bo  postponed  till  the  afternoon,  to  be  then 
taken  into  consideration. 

The  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Hackensack,  re- 
commending Militia  Officers  for  that  Precinct,  was  read  a 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue,  pursuant  to  the 
prayer  of  the  said  Petition. 

A  Petition  from  the  Township  of  A'iHo-u'oof/,  and  a  Pe- 
tition from  the  Township  o[  Alexandria,  in  the  County  of 
Hunterdon,  praying  that  Householders  and  others,  not 
Freeholders,  who  pay  their  proportion  of  Taxes  in  this 
Colony,  may  be  admitted  to  vote  for  Deputies  to  serve  in 
Provincial  Congress  at  future  elections,  were  read,  and 
ordered  a  second  reading. 

Two  other  Petitions,  from  the  Townships  of  Greentcich 
and  Mansfield  IVoodhouse ,  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  botli 
of  the  same  purpoit  as  above,  were  also  read,  and  ordered 
a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  from  the  Ollicers  of  the  United  Regiment  of 
Freehold  and  Middlctown,  praying  that  the  Officers  therein 
named  may  be  commissioned,  was  read. 

Ordered.  That  Commissions  do  issue  accordingly. 
The  Congress  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  chose 
Mr.  Fisher  Chairman,  upon   the  estimate  of  the  expense 
necessary  to  put  this  Colony  into  a  slate  of  defence  at  this 
lime,  and  also  upon  the  ways  and  means  necessary  to  be 
adopted  to  provide  a  sufficient  fund  to  defray  that  expense  ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Fisher,  Chairman  of  the   Committee, 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  made  some  progress  in 
the  business  to  them  referred,  and  desired  leave  to  sit  again  : 
to  which  the  Congress  agreed. 

A  Letter  from  James  Kinsey  and  William  Livingston, 
Esquires,  two  of  the  Members  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
recommending  to  the  consideration  of  this  Congress  to 
raise  two  Battalions  in  this  Colony  iminediately,  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  Congress  adjourned  until  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 
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Friday,  October  13,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  following  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  enclosing  the  Minutes  of  that  House  as 
to  the  raising  of  two  Battalions  in  this  Colony  immediately, 
and  also  forty-eight  blank  Commissions  for  the  Captains 
and  Subaltern  Officers,  was  laid  before  this  Congress  ;  and 
the  Letter  and  Minutes  were  read,  and  ordered  a  second 
reading. 

"Philiidclplua,  October  12,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Some  late  intelligence,  hiid  before  Con- 
gress, seems  to  render  it  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  liberties  and  safety  of  our  lives,  to  raise 
several  new  Baltalions,  and  therefore  the  Congress  have 
come  into  the  enclosed  resolutions,  which  I  am  ordered  to 
transmit  to  you.  The  Congress  have  the  fnniest  confidence 
that,  from  your  experienced  zeal  in  this  great  cause,  you 
will  exert  your  utmost  endeavours  to  carry  the  said  reso- 
lutions into  execution  with  all  possible  expedition. 

"  The  Congress  have  agreed  to  furnish  the  men  with  a 
lumtini'-shirt,  not  exceeding  the  value  of  one  dollar  and 
one-third  of  a  dollar,  and  a  blanket,  |)rovided  these  can  he 
[)rocuied  ;  but  these  are  not  to  be  made  part  of  the  terms 
of  enlistment. 

"  I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
"John  HAticocK.,  President. 
'•  To  the  Members  of  the  Convention  of  New-Jersey. 

"  P.  S.  By  order  of  Congress,  I  forward  you  forty-eight 
commissions  for  the  Captains  and  subaltern  officers  in  the 
Ntw-Jcrscy  Battalion^." 

"  111  Congress,  Alomlay,  October  9,  1775. 

"  On  motion  made, 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention 
of  Nciv-Jerscy,  that  they  immediately  raise,  at  the  expense 
of  the  Continent,  two  Battalions,  consisting  of  eight  Com- 
panies, each  Company  of  sixty-eight  Privates,  and  officered 
with  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  one  Ensign,  four  Ser- 
geants, and  four  Corporals. 

"  Tliat  the  Privates  he  enlisted  for  a  year,  at  the  rate  of 
five  Dollars  per  calendar  month,  liable  to  be  discharged 
at  any  time,  on  allowing  them  one  month's  pay  extraor- 
dinary. 

"  That  each  of  the  Privates  be  allowed,  instead  of  a 
bounty,  a  felt  Hat,  a  pair  of  yarn  Stockings,  and  a  pair  of 
Shoes;  the  men  to  find  their  own  Arms. 

"That  the  pay  of  the  Ofiicers,  for  the  present,  be  the 
same  as  that  of  the  Officers  in  the  present  Continental 
Army;  and  in  case  the  pay  of  the  Officers  in  the  present 
Continental  Army  is  augmented,  the  pay  of  the  Officers 
in  these  Battalions  shall  be  in  like  manner  augmented,  from 
the  time  of  their  engaging  in  the  service. 

"  October  1'3,  177.'). 

"Resolved,  That  each  Captain  and  other  Cominissioned 
Officer,  while  in  the  recruiting  service  of  this  Continent, 
or  on  their  march  to  join  the  Army,  shall  be  allowed  two 
Dollars  and  two-thirds  of  a  Dollar  per  week,  for  their  sub- 
sistence; and  that  the  men  who  enlist  shall,  each  of  them, 
whilst  in  quarters,  be  allowed  one  Dollar  per  week,  and 
one  Dollar  and  one-third  of  a  Dollar  when  on  their  march 
to  join  the  Army  for  the  same  purjiose. 

"  That  the  President  transmit  to  the  Convention  of  Nejv- 
.fersey  blank  Commissions,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  said  Con- 
vention, to  the  Captains  and  subaltern  Oflicers  in  the  said 
two  Battalions;  and  that  the  ap|)ointment  of  the  Field- 
Offiicers  be,  for  the  present,  suspended,  until  the  Congress 
shall  take  order  on  that  matter. 

"  The  form  of  the  enlistment  to  be  in  the  following 
words  : 

"I ,  have  this  day  voluntarily  enlisted   myself, 

as  a  Soldier  in  the  American  Continental  Army,  for  one 
year,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  do  bind  myself  to  con- 
form, in  all  instances,  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  are 
or  shall  be  established  for  the  government  of  the  said 
Army. 

"  A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes. 

"  Chas.  Thomson,  Secretary. 

"  By  order  of  the  Congress. 

"John  Hancock.  President." 

A  .Memorial   from  Jonathan  D.  Sergeant,  Esq.,  Trea- 


surer to  the  late  Congress,  w  iih  a  report  of  his  proceedings, 
were  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty of  Pennsylvania,  enclosing  two  Letters,  said  to  have 
been  written  b)  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jonathan  Odell,  o( Burling- 
ton, to  certain  persons  in  Great  Britain,  and  referring  the 
consideration  of  the  said  Letters  to  this  Congress,  was  laid 
before  the  Congress,  and  the  several  Letters  were  read, 
and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Odell,  praying  that  this 
Congress  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  an  hour  for  his  being 
heard  this  day,  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  motion  was  made  by  IMr.  Melielm,  that  this  Congress 
do,  in  general,  kee|)  their  doors  open  ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  it  [lassed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  Associations,  with  the  lists 
of  such  persons  as  have  not  associated,  returned  to  this 
Congress,  be  filed  for  the  inspection  of  the  Deputies. 

A  Petition  from  the  Freeholders  of  Ilackensack,  object- 
ing to  the  election  of  the  Committee  of  that  Precinct,  and 
referring  the  merits  of  that  election  to  this  Congress,  was 
read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  from  a  number  of  the  Freeholders  of  the 
Precinct  of  Hackensack,  praying  that  the  said  election 
may  be  confirmed,  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Letter 
from  the  Continental  Congress,  recommending  two  Batta- 
lions to  be  immediately  raised  in  this  Colony;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Ogden,  Mr.  Abraham 
Clark,  and  Mr.  Stewart,  he  a  Committee  to  prepare  the 
draught  of  an  answer,  and  to  report  the  same  this  after- 
noon. 

The  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, with  the  Letters  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Odell  sent  there- 
with, and  also  the  Memorial  of  Mr.  Odell,  desiring  to  be 
heard  respecting  the  above  Letters,  were  all  read  a  second 
time  ;  and,  Mr.  OdcU  attending, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Odell  hath  leave  to  return  to  his 
house  at  present,  upon  his  parole  of  honour  to  attend  this 
Congress  on  Tuesday  next,  at  three  o'clock,  in  the  after- 
noon. 

The  Committee  apiiointed  to  examine  the  Muster-RoU 
of  Minute  Officers  reported,  that  they  had  inspected  those 
of  Captain  Toubrook,  Captain  Shaw,  and  Captain  Ander- 
son, and  recommend  that  their  Commissions  be  granted. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue  accordingly  to  the 
Officers  of  those  Companies. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Several  Memorials  having  been  presented  to  this  Con- 
gress, from  gentlemen  who  offer  themselves  for  commis- 
sions in  the  two  Battalions  expected  to  be  raised  in  this 
Colony,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  all  such  Alemorials  as  already  have 
or  hereafter  may  be  received  on  this  subject,  be  filed,  until 
this  Congress  shall  have  come  to  a  determination  as  to  the 
raising  oi'  those  Battalions,  and  then  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

The  Committee  ap|)ointed  to  prepare  the  draught  of  an 
answer  to  the  l^Mter  from  the  Continental  Congress,  re- 
ported a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

The  following  engrossed  answer,  to  the  Letter  from  the 
Continental  Congress,  was  read  and  approved,  and  ordered 
to  be  signed  by  the  President  and  despatched  immediately. 

Trenton,  October  13,  1775. 

Gi;nt[.i:mkn  :  The  Congress  of  New-Jersey,  animated 
with  equal  alll'ction  to  the  common  cause  of  America,  and 
equally  with  the  other  Provinces  desirous  to  promote  its 
general  interest,  as  far  as  in  their  power,  are  sorry  to  find 
their  good  intentions  likely  to  be  restrained  by  one  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  of  the 
VZih  instant,  obligingly  communicated  to  us  by  their  Pre- 
sident. 

We  cannot  but  observe,  that  if  the  nomination  of  the 
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Field-Ofliceis  of  the  Battalions,  proposed  to  be  raised  in 
this  Province,  be  not  first  ascertained  to  be  in  this  Congress, 
it  will  much  impede  the  expeditious  raising  the  men.  And 
we  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  will  tend  much  to  expe- 
dite this  service,  if  Field-Officers  are  first  of  all  appointed  ; 
for  if  they  are  such  as  are  generally  respected  in  the  Pro- 
vince, not  only  Captains  and  subalterns  of  repulalion  will 
offer  their  service,  but  the  privates  will  enlist  more  cheer- 
fully ;  indeed,  the  other  commissions  cannot,  perhaps,  he 
properly  filled  up,  without  inserting  in  what  Battalion  the 
oflicers  are  to  serve. 

We  also  humbly  conceive  that,  as  other  I'rovinces  have 
been  indulged  with  this  privilege,  we  cannol,  in  justice  to 
our  constituents,  nor  consistent  with  tlie  honour  oi  our 
Province,  give  up  this  claim. 

We  have  no  doubt,  therefore,  but  that  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress  will  reconsider  this  resolution,  and 
determine  that  this  Province  ought  neither  to  be  precluded 
a  privilege  granted  to  every  other  Province,  nor  restrained 
in  their  endeavours  to  promote  the  general  interest  of  ^wc- 
rica  ;  in  such  case,  we  beg  leave  to  assure  them  that  this 
Congress  will  exert  all  its  inHuence  in  promoting  the  raising 
the  |)roposed  levies;  and  we  have  the  pleasure  to  add,  that 
we  have  reason  to  hope  they  will  be  attended  with  the  de- 
sired success. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Provin>-ial  Congress  o(  j\'ew-Jcrsi'i/. 
Samukl  Tu(■K^;u,  President. 
The  jNIenihers  of  the   Honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, Philadelphia. 

On  motion  made,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  upon  the  estimate  of  the  ex- 
pense necessary  to  put  this  Colony  into  a  state  of  defence 
at  this  time,  and,  also,  upon  the  ways  and  means  necessary 
to  be  adopted  t  provide  a  sufficient  fund  to  defray  that 
expense  ;  and,  alter  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Fisher,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, reported,  that  the  Committee  had  made  some  fur- 
ther progress  in  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  desired 
leave  to  sit  again  on  Thursday  next:  to  which  the  Con- 
gress agreed. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Satuniay,  Octobur  11,  1773. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Petition  from  the  Freeholders  of  Hackensack,  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  election  of  the  Committee  of  that 
Precinct,  and,  also,  the  Petition  from  others.  Freeholders 
of  Hackensack,  praying  that  the  said  election  may  be  con- 
firmed, were  both  read  a  second  time;  and,  after  hear- 
ing the  sundry  evidence  on  both  sides,  and  deliberating 
thereon, 

Resolved,  uncmimoiisly,  That  the  election  of  the  Com- 
mittee, for  tlie  Precinct  of  Hackensack,  be  confirmed. 

The  Cerlificate  from  the  Committee  of  the  County  of 
Bergen,  of  Field-Officers  chosen  for  the  Kegiment  of  Mi- 
litia in  that  County,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue  to  the  several  Olli- 
cers  therein  named. 

Whereas,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  County 
of  Morris,  a  debt  of  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  Pounds 
hath  accrued  in  the  raising  of  Minute-Men  in  iMay  last,  on 
the  alarnfmg  account  of  the  battle  of  Lexington  ;  and  it 
being  thought  to  be  right  and  just  that  the  same  should  be 
discharged,  it  is,  therefore,  recommended  to  the  Con)mittee 
of  the  County  of  Morris,  to  pay  the  same  out  of  their  part 
or  proportion  of  the  Ten  Thousand  Pound  Tax,  levied  on 
the  inhabitants  of  that  County  in  virtue  of  an  Ordinance 
of  the  late  Congress:  provided,  that  this  payment  be  not 
considered  as  paid,  or  ordered  to  be  paid,  at  the  general 
expense  of  the  Colony. 

On  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue  to  the  several  Offi- 
cers of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Z?er^e?j, 
whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the  Certificate  signed  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  County  Committee. 

On  moliim  made, 

Ordered,  That  Commissions   do  issue   to  the   several 


Field-Officers  of  the  Regiment  of  ISIilitia  of  Cape-May, 
whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the  Certificate  of  the  Coun- 
ty Comniiitee. 

On  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  De  Hart, 
and  Mr.  Carey,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  the  draught  of 
a  Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  report  the  same 
this  afternoon. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a. 
Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  reported  such  draught, 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 

The  following  engrossed  IjCtter  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress was  read,  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the 
President  and  des])atclied  immediately: 

III  Provincial  Congress,  Trenton,  October  11,  177,'>. 

Gknti.f.men  :  This  Congress  finding  that,  in  order  to 
enable  them  lo  provide  a  sufficient  quantity  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  such  other  articles  as  are  essentially  neces- 
sary to  enforce  the  operations  of  the  present  glorious  strug- 
gle for  liberty,  a  very  considerable  fund  must  at  all  events 
be  immediately  raised  ;  and  as  this  Congress,  in  all  cases 
of  importance,  think  it  necessary  that  they  should  have 
some  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, 1  am  directed  to  apply  to  your  House,  and  to  inquire 
whether  it  is  consistent  with  the  measures  the  Continental 
Congress  have  adopted,  to  let  any  of  the  Provinces  have 
the  use  of  such  a  sum  of  the  Continental  currency  as  may 
be  sufficient  to  answer  their  particular  exigencies,  upon  the 
faith  of  such  Province;  and,  if  so,  what  sum  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  can  spare,  and  upon  what  terms,  for  the 
use  o(  New-Jersey  at  this  time. 

Anxiously  desirous  of  rendering  every  possible  assistance 
to  the  common  cause,  this  Congress  have  it  before  them  to 
make  provision  sufficient  to  enable  them,  at  least,  to  raise 
four  thousand  Minute-Men,  to  take  the  field  on  any  emer- 
gency; but  as  it  is  uncertain  what  provision  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  may  have  thought  proper  to  make  for  such 
Minute-Men,  if  called  into  actual  service,  I  am  likewise 
directed  to  apply  to  you  for  information  in  this  respect. 

This  Congress  beg  the  favour  of  an  answer  as  soon  as 
possible.     By  order  of  Congress. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Samuel  Tucker,  President. 
To  the  Members  of  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, now  sitting  at  Philadelphia. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  on  Monday 
morning.  

Monday,  October  IG,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue  to  the  several  Ofii- 
cers  of  the  Battalion  of  Minute-Men,  in  the  County  of 
iMorris,  whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the  Certificate  of 
the  County  Committee,  in  the  order  and  of  the  dates  as 
set  forth  in  the  Certificate. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning.  

Tuesday,  October  17,  177,''>. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a 
Resolution  res|)ecting  the  apprehending  of  Deserters  from 
the  Continental  Troops,  reported  the  following  draught; 
which  was  read,  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  : 

I.  Resolved,  That  wlien  information  shall  be  made,  to 
any  Member  of  any  County  or  Town  Committee  in  this 
Colony,  of  any  Deserters  from  the  Continental  Army  being 
f)und  lurking  in  such  County  or  Town,  any  Member  of 
such  Town  or  County  Committee  shall  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized  to  issue  his  order  to  the  Captain  or  com- 
manding officer  of  any  Company  of  Minute  or  Militia  men 
in  such  Town  or  County,  requiring  him  to  send  one  or 
more  men  of  his  Company  to  search  for  and  to  apprehend 
such  Deserter,  and,  when  apprehended,  to  confine  him  in 
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some  safe  place  until  he  can  be  conveniently  conducted  to 
tlie  Army;  provided,  always,  that  if  any  person  or  persons, 
so  apprehended  as  aforesaid,  shall  deny  his  or  their  being 
a  Deserter  or  Deserters,  the  Chairman  or  Deputy-Clnir- 
iiian  of  such  Town  Conmiittee  do  immediately  convene 
such  Town  Committee,  to  hear  and  determine  the  same. 

2.  Resolved,  That  all  reasonable  expenses  of  ap|)relK;nd- 
jng  and  conducting  any  such  Deserter  or  Deserters  as  afore- 
said, and  allov.ed  by  any  County  Committee,  shall  be  paid 
out  of  any  publick  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
or  Collector  of  such  County;  and  that  such  County  Com- 
niitlee  do  transmit  the  accounts  of  such  disbuisements  to 
this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  be  laid  before 
the  Continental  Congress  for  reimbursement. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  in 
general,  be  desired  to  exert  themselves  in  causing  such  De- 
serter or  Deserters  to  be  apprehended  :  and  that  any  thing 
contained  in  the  above  Resolutions  shall  not  be  construed 
to  preclude  any  such  Ijihabitant  from  apprehending  such 
Deserters,  without  waiting  for  an  order  from  any  Member 
of  such  Town  or  County  Committee  as  aforesaid. 

The  Petition  from  the  Township  of  i\'ol(lngham,  pray- 
ing that  the  |)etilioners  may  be  permitted  to  join  the  Light- 
Infanlry  Company  at  Trenton,  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
referred  to  future  consideration. 

The  Petition  from  the  County  of  Gloucester,  praying 
that  some  mode  may  be  adopted  to  compel  the  ^)ayment 
of  the  Ten  Thousand  Pound  Tax,  from  such  persons  as 
have  refused  to  pay  the  same,  was  read  a  second  lime. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hart,  Mr.  Ogdeii,  Mr.  Dc  Hart, 
Mr.  Pearson,  and  Mr.  Dunham,  be  a  Conmiittee  to  pre- 
pare the  draught  of  an  Ordinance  for  that  purjjose,  and  re- 
jiort  the  same  to  this  Congress. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  re- 
sumed the  Letter  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsyl- 
ranin,  the  Letters  said  to  be  written  by  the  Rev.  ]\Ir. 
Odell,  and  Mr.  Odcirs  Memorial ;  and  Mr.  Odell  attend- 
ing, was  called  in  and  heard,  and  then  ordered  to  withdraw. 
Whereupon,  after  deliberating  thereon,  the  Pre\i()us  Ques- 
tion being  put,  that  the  determination  of  -Mi'.  OdelPs  case 
be  post|ioned  till  to-morrow  morning, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  postponed  accordingly. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 


The  Coniircss  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Rejiort  from  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Mon- 
mouth, relative  to  the  detention  of  a  small  Slooji,  supposed 
lobe  a  tender  to  some  Ship-of-VVai',  &c.,  witli  the  several 
examinations  respecting  that  matter,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  that  ComniilUe- 
to  publish  an  Advertisement  in  the  Newspapers,  describing 
the  Sloop,  so  that  the  owner  may  know^  where  to  apply; 
and  that  the  Men  and  Arms,  found  on  hoard  the  said  Sloo|i, 
be  taken  proper  care  of  hy  that  Connnittce,  until  this  Con- 
gress, or  the  Committee  of  Safei}',  shall  give  further  or(Lr 
tiierein. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Udell's 
case;  and,  having  deliberated  (hereon,  are  ofo])inion.  that 
it  appears,  from  the  general  purport  of  Mr.  Odclfs  Letter, 
that  he  disapproves  of,  anel  is  in  principle  opposed  to,  the 
measures  of  defence  adopted  by  the  Continent,  to  prevent 
the  oppressive  designs  of  the  British  Ministry;  but,  as  this 
Congress  would  by  no  means  violate  the  right  of  [jrivale 
sentiment,  and  as  Mr.  Udell's  Letter  does  not  clearly  a()- 
pear  to  have  been  intended  to  inlluence  publick  measures, 
and  as  some  degree  of  ambiguity  is  contained  in  several 
jiarls  thereof,  this  Congress  do  therefore  decline  passing 
any  publick  censure  against  him. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  aeljournnicnt. 

On  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  isi^uc  to  the  Oflicers  of 
Captain  Swectwood's  Company,  in  Colonel  Taylor's  Re- 
yiment  of  Militia,  in  Mjnmouth  Countv. 


The  Petition  UomAmivdl,  praying  that  the  Third  Re- 
giment of  JMilitia,  in  Hunterdon  County,  may  be  joined  to 
the  First;  the  Petition  from  the  upper  yavl  c,\'  Amwell, 
praying  that  if  any  alteration  be  made  in  the  Third  Regi- 
ment, the  petitioners  may  be  joined  to  the  Fourth  Regi- 
ment in  the  said  County;  the  Petition  from  tiie  Committee 
of  Ainivell,  and,  also,  the  Petition  of  Captain  Imlay  and 
Captain  Gray,  respecting  the  Third  Regiment  o{  Hunter- 
don, were  all  read  a  second  time  :  and  the  Congress  having 
duly  considered  the  prayer  of  the  several  Petitions, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  appointment  of  Field- 
Officers,  for  the  Third  Regiment  of  Militia,  for  the  County 
of  Hunterdon,  be  confirmed,  and  that  the  several  Regi- 
ments continue  as  directed  by  the  late  Congress. 

Tiie  Congress  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning,  

Tlmrsday,  Octoi.or  19,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  jnu-suant  to  adjournment. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Petition 
from  Nottingham,  pra\ing  that  the  petitioners  may  be  ad- 
mitted to  join  the  Light-Infantry  Company  at  Trenton  ; 
and,  on  the  question  being  put. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted  to 
such  persons  as  reside  in  the  Village  oi  Kingsborough. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  ls\. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  and  F^reeholders  of 
Trenton,  and  parts  adjacent,  praying  that  Householders 
may  be  admitted  to  vote  at  fiuure  elections,  and  that  such 
elections  be  carried  on  by  ballot,  was  read,  and  ordered  a 
second  reading. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  draught  of  an 
Ordinance  for  the  further  regulation  of  the  Mditia  of  this 
Colony,  reported  a  draught  of  the  same;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Wjiole  House,  upon  the  esti- 
mate of  the  expense  necessary  to  jiut  this  Colony  into  a 
state  of  defence  at  this  time  ;  and  also  upon  the  ways  and 
ineans  necessary  to  be  adopted  to  provide  a  sufficient  Fund 
to  defiay  that  expense  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein. 
Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Fisher,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  report(;d,  that  the  Committee  had 
made  some  further  progress  in  the  matters  refeired  to  them, 
and  desired  leave  to  sit  again ;  to  w^hich  the  Congress 
agreed. 

The  several  Petiliems  from  the  County  of  Sussex,  pray- 
ing a  suspension  of  Law  Suits,  upon  certain  conditions, 
were  read  a  second  time;  and,  after  delihciating  thereon, 

Urdercd,  'I'hat  the  further  consideration  of  the  prayer  of 
the  said  Petitions  be  postponed  to  a  future  session. 

A  Petition  from  the  Farmers  of  Essex,  |)raying  that 
i\Ioney  at  interest.  Lawyers,  Sec,  may  be  taxed,  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  made,  Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue 
to  the  Field-Oilicers  of  the  Northern  Battalion  of  the 
Regiment  of  Militia  of  the  Comity  ol'  Essex. 

On  motion  made,  The  Congress  resolved,  unanimously. 
That  a  Counnission  of  First  Brigadier-General  of  the  Militia 
Forces  of  this  Colony  do  issue  to  Philemon  Dickerson,  Es(j. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Fndiiy,  October  :30,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  jiursuant  to  adjonrument. 

The  Certificate  of  the  election  of  Otlicers  of  the  several 
Comiianies  of  .Militia  in  the  Township  of  i'Vfe/ioW,  was 
read. 

Oriliiiil.  Thai  Commissions  do  issue  to  the  several 
Officers  theiein  named. 

The  Certillcaie  of  the  election  of  Field-Officers  for  the 
Battalion  of  Minuic-Mcn,  for  the  County  o( Monmouth, 
was  reail. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue  to  the  Officers 
therein  named. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Ordi- 
nance for  the  further  regulation  of  the  Militia  Forces  of  this 
Colony;  and,  after  some  lime  spent  therein, 

Ordereil,  That  the  said  Ordinance  be  committed  to  Mr. 
Stewart,  Mr.  Dc  Hart,  Mr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Pope,  and  Mr. 
Brown,  who  are  to  report  their  proceedings  thereon. 

The  Certificate  of  the  election  of  Field-Officers  fur  the 
First  Regiment  oi  Sussex  County,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue  to  the  Olliccrs 
therein  named. 

The  several  Petitions  from  Hunterdon  and  Sussev,  pray- 
ing that  Householders  may  be  permitted  to  vote  at  future 
elections  of  Deputies  to  serve  in  Congress,  were  read  a 
second  time  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  above  Petitions  be  postponed  until  Wednesday 
next. 

The  Congress  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 


The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjniunmcut. 

The  Petition  from  the  Farmers  of  Eisev,  praying  that 
]\Ioney  at  interest.  Lawyers,  and  Mechanics,  may  he  taxed  ; 
the  reconmiendation  of  the  Committee  of  Newark  thereon; 
and  the  Petition  from  Hunterdon  County,  praying  that 
Money  at  interest  may  be  taxed  ;  were  all  reail  a  second 
time,  and  referred  to  further  consideration,  when  this  Con- 
gress shall  find  it  necessary  to  raise  Taxes  in  this  Colony. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  take 
up  the  further  consideration  of  tiie  estimate  of  expenses, 
and  the  Provincial  Fund,  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  made.  Ordered,  That  the  following  Letter  be 
engrossed,  and  despatched  innnediately  to  the  Continental 
("ongress,  signed  by  the  President : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Trenton,  October  91,  1773. 

Sir:  Since  the  resolutions  of  the  (Continental  Congress, 
for  raising  two  Battalions  in  this  Colony,  were  conununica- 
ted  to  us,  great  numbers  of  gentlemen  have  applied  for 
commissions,  or  warrants,  to  recruit :  but  this  Congress,  ex- 
pecting hourly  to  hear  from  you  on  the  subject  of  appoint- 
ing the  field-ofiicers,  have,  as  yet,  forbore  either  to  grant 
commissions  or  issue  warrants,  and  therefore  are  very  anx- 
ious to  have  your  resolution  on  the  subject  of  our  letter  of 
the  i;3th  instant. 

This  Congress  desire  me  to  assure  you  that,  from  every 
appearance,  the  Battalions  will  speedily  be  complLled,  if 
your  honourable  House  shall  think  proper  to  comply  with 
the  purport  of  our  letter  of  the  13th  instant. 

To  expedite  this  important  service,  I  am  to  request  the 
lavour  of  you,  Sir,  to  transmit  to  us  the  resolutions  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  by  the  bearer,  Thomas  Potts,  Esq., 
one  of  our  members.     By  order  of  Congress. 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Tucker,  President. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 

Continental  Congress,  Philadelphia. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.   M. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjourinnent. 

Joseph  Salter,  Esq.,  having  returned  his  Commission  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Militia,  for 
the  County  of  Monmouth,  and  desired  leave  to  resign  the 
same. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  his  resignation  be  accept- 
ed. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  draught  of  an 
Ordinance  for  compelling  the  payment  of  the  Ten  Tliou- 
sand  Pound  Tax,  from  sucli  persons  as  have  refused  to  pay 
their  quotas,  reported  the  draught  of  such  Ordinance  ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  Congress  adjourned  until  Monday  morning  next. 

Monday,  October  33,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  draught  of  an  Ordinance  for  compelling  the  payment 
oi  the  Ten  Thousand  Pound  Tax,  from  such   persons  as 


have  refused  to  pay  their  quotas,  was  read  a  second  time, 
paragraph  by  paragraph  ;   and,  after  deliberating  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Fisher,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
what  matters  were  referred  over  to  this  Congress  by  the 
late  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety,  reported, 
that  an  application  to  the  late  Congress  to  encourage  the 
making  of  Saltpetre  in  this  Colony,  and  some  Petitions  from 
the  County  of  Somerset,  respecting  Colonel  McDonald's 
appointment  to  the  command  of  the  Battalion  of  Minute- 
Men  in  that  County,  were  all  the  matters  referred  to  this 
Congre--s. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  three  o'clock^  P.  JNL 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  u|ion  the 
estimate  of  the  expense  necessary  to  put  this  Colony  into 
a  state  of  defence  at  this  time  ;  and  also  upon  the  ways  and 
means  to  provide  a  Fund  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  same  ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Fisher,  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had  made  some  further  pro- 
gress in  the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  desired  leave  to 
sit  again  ;  to  which  the  Congress  agreed. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Tuesday,  October  21,  1773. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  several  persons  of  Captain  Harrison's 
Company  of  Light-Infantry,  praying  that  the  Petitioners 
may  be  indulged  in  continuing  in  that  Company,  notwith- 
standing the  late  Resolution  of  this  Congress,  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  following  engrossed  Ordinance,  for  compelling  the 
payment  of  the  Ten  Thousand  Pound  Tax,  from  such 
persons  as  have  refused  to  pay  their  quotas,  was  read,  ap- 
proved, and,  on  the  question  being  put, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  do  jiass. 

Whereas  it  was  resolved  and  directed,  by  an  Ordinance 
of  the  late  Congress,  that  the  sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds, 
Proclamation  Money,  shoidd  be  apportioned  and  raised  for 
the  use  of  this  Colony,  and  it  appearing  that  the  whole  of 
that  sum  halh  not  been  collected  pursuant  thereto ;  and 
whereas  it  is  necessary,  from  the  publick  exigencies  of  this 
Colony,  that  the  same  should  be  collected,  and  that  some 
equitable  mode  be  ascertained  for  this  purpose  : 

1.  It  is  therefore  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  the  Col- 
lector of  every  Town  and  Precinct,  apjiointed  or  to  be 
appointed  pursuant  to  the  above  recited  Ordinance,  shall 
and  do  make  demand,  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of 
Novetnher  next,  of  every  person  within  his  District,  who 
halh  neglected  or  refused  paying  the  sum  assessed  in  virtue 
of  said  Ordinance,  or  give  notice  thereof  at  his  usual  place 
of  abode,  and  inform  such  person,  or  give  notice  as  afore- 
said, that  if  the  said  Assessment  be  not  paid  into  the  hands 
of  the  said  Collector,  within  fifteen  days  after  the  said  '20th 
day  oi  November  next,  in  such  case,  the  name  of  the  de- 
linquent will  be  returned  to  the  Committee  of  the  County 
where  such  delin(|uent  resides;  and  such  County  Commit- 
tee are  hereby  ordered  to  direct  their  Chairman,  or  Deputy 
Chairman,  to  issue  an  order  to  some  proper  person  or  per- 
sons, to  be  by  them  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  make 
distress  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  delinquent, 
and  make  sale  thereof  at  publick  vendue,  giving  five  days' 
notice  thereof,  by  advertisement,  in  such  Town  or  County, 
who  shall  pay  the  Assessment,  for  which  such  distress  shall 
be  made,  into  the  hands  of  the  said  Town  Collector,  to  be  by 
him  paid  unto  the  Collector  of  the  County,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  other  assessments  collected  by  the  O^rdinance 
aforementioned  are,  by  an  order  of  the  late  Congress, 
directed  to  be  paid  ;  and  the  person  or  persons  so  as  afore- 
said appointed,  or  to  be  a|)pointed,  to  distrain,  after  pay- 
ment made,  shall  and  may  retain  one  Shilling  and  six  Pence 
for  each  distress  and  sale:  Provided  always,  that  after 
payment  of  the  sum  so  distrained  for,  and  the  costs  of  such 
distress,  the  overplus,  if  any,  be  returned  to  the  owner  or 
owners  of  the  goods  so  distrained  as  aforesaid. 

•2.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed.  That  in 
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case  any  Town  Collector,  or  person  appointed  to  distrain 
as  aforesaid,  shall  die,  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  or  perform 
the  several  duties  in  this  or  the  Ordinance  above  recited 
enjoined,  new  officers  for  that  purpose  shall  be  a]ii)ointed 
by  the  Committee  of  the  County  where  such  default  shall 
liappen. 

3.  And  whereas  some  owners  of  profitable  tracts  of 
land,  wliereon  improvements  are  made,  may  not  liappen  to 
reside  in  the  same  Township  or  County  where  such  land  lies; 
and,  unless  some  remedy  be  provided,  it  may  be  impracti- 
cable to  recover  the  Assessment  made  on  such  tracts  of 
land  :  It  is  therefore  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  Tenant,  or  other  persons  residing  upon 
or  having  the  care  of  such  tracts  of  land,  or  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  landlord,  if  there  founti,  on  his  refusal  or 
neglect  to  pay  the  said  Assessment,  shall  be  liable  to  be 
distrained  and  sold  for  payment  thereof,  and  all  charges 
accrued  thereon  ;  and  in  case  the  Tenant,  or  person  having 
the  care  of  the  land  as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  sucli  Assess- 
ment, or  his  goods  be  distrained  and  sold  for  payment  there- 
of, then  the  said  Tenant  shall  and  may  deduct  the  Assess- 
ment so  paid  out  of  the  rent  agreed  for. 

4.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  in 
case  any  person  or  persons  shall  think  him,  her,  or  them- 
selves aggrieved  by  any  Assessment  made  in  pursuance  of 
this  or  the  above  recited  Ordinance,  and  complaint  thereof 
be  made  to  the  Committee  of  the  County  where  such  per- 
son or  persons  shall  reside,  at  the  next  meeting  after  the 
demand  of  the  Assessment  as  aforesaid  hath  been  made,  such 
County  Committee  shall  and  may,  in  such  case,  determine 
the  same;  and  if  they  shall  adjudge  that  the  complainant 
has  been  unduly  assessed,  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  the  Chair- 
man or  Deputy  Chairman  of  such  County  Committee  is 
hereby  directed  to  draw  an  order  on  the  Town  or  County 
Collector,  as  tlie  case  may  require,  for  repayment  to  the  com- 
plainant of  so  much  as  shall  be  adjudged  to  have  been  paid 
more  than  ought  to  have  been  assessed :  Provided  always, 
that  no  such  complaint  shall  be  heard  until  after  payment 
of  the  A^5essment  complained  of. 

5.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  Tliat  every 
County  Collector,  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  accounting 
with,  and  paying  the  Moneys  that  are  or  shall  be  received 
by  him,  in  virtue  of  this  or  the  Ordinance  above  recited,  to 
such  person  or  persons  as  directed  in  and  by  the  said  recited 
Ordinance,  shall  forfeit,  lor  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of 
twenty  Pounds;  and  every  Town  Collector,  who  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  accounting  with  and  paying  into  the  hands 
of  the  Collector,  the  iNIoneys  that  are  or  shall  be  received 
by  him,  in  virtue  of  either  of  the  said  Ordinances  above  le- 
cited,  when  thereunto  required  by  the  Committee  of  the 
County,  or  shall  neglect  to  do  or  perform  the  other  duties 
enjoined  by  either  of  the  said  Ordinances,  shall  forfeit  five 
Pounds  for  every  such  otFunce  ;  and  every  person  appointed 
to  distrain  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  account- 
ing with  and  paying  into  the  hands  of  the  Collector  of  tlie 
Town  where  such  distress  shall  be  made,  the  Moneys  he 
shall  receive  in  virtue  of  this  Ordinance,  when  thereunto 
required  by  order  of  the  Conmiittee  of  such  Town,  or  the 
County  Committee,  or  shall  neglect  to  do  or  perform  the 
other  duties  enjoined  him  by  either  of  (he  said  Ordinances, 
shall  pay  forty  Shillings  for  every  such  oflence  ;  and  every 
County  Committee  shall  direct  their  Chairman  or  Deputy 
Chairman  to  issue  an  order  to  such  person  or  persons  as 
they  shall  appoint,  to  make  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chat  els  of  all  such  persons  \\  ho  neglect  or  refuse  ac- 
counting with,  or  paying  into  the  hand  of  such  person  or 
persons  who,  in  virtue  of  this  or  tlie  said  recited  Ordinance, 
are  or  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  as  well  for 
recovery  of  the  foifeitures  aforesaid,  as  the  publick  Moneys 
detained  by  them  as  aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  sufficient  goods 
and  chattels  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  not  be  found, 
then  to  take  the  bodies  of  such  delinquents,  who  shall  be 
ordered  by  the  Committee  of  the  County,  where  such  de- 
fault shall  happen,  to  be  confined  in  such  safe  jilaco  as  they 
shall  appoint,  until  the  forfeitures  and  Moneys  detained  as 
aforesaid,  and  also  all  the  charges  accrued  by  reason  there- 
of, be  iully  paid. 

(>.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  ami  Directed,  That  all 
forfeitures,  recovered  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  laid  out  in  such 
manner  as  the  Committee  of  the  County,  where  such  for- 
feiture is  incurred,  shall  diiecl. 


A  .Memorial  was  presented  to  this  Congress  from  Ichalod 
B.  Barnetl,  iLnq.,  of  Elizabethtown,  seiung   forth  that  in  j 

the  month  of  March  last  he  was  advertised   by  the  Com-  i 

mittee  of  Elizabethtoum,  as  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  his  I 

Country,  for  assisting  Messrs.  Robert  and  John  Murray  in  i 

landing  certain  goods  out  of  the  Shi|)  Beulah;  that  ever  be- 
fore, and  since  landing  the  said  goods,  he  hath  been  ready  1 
and  willing  to  render  any  service  to  his  Country,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  in  his  power  ;  and  that  he  hath  in  nowise  con- 
travened the  publick  good,  except  in  that  particular  instance, 
for  which  he  is  heartily  sorry,  and  prays  an  acquittal  from  his 
former  censure  ;  and  it  appearing  to  this  Congress,  that  the 
behaviour  of  the  said  Ichabod  B.  Barnctt,  since  the  above 
transaction,  hath  by  no  means  been  unfriendly  to  the  liber- 
ties of  this  Country,  and  he  having  manifested  a  suitable 
penitence  for  his  behaviour  in  the  above  matter: 

It  is  unanimously  Resolved,  That  the  Memorialist  ought 
to  be  restored  to  the  favourable  regard  of  his  Country,  and 
he  is  accordingly  restored  to  all  the  civil  and  commercial 
privileges  which  he  heretofore  enjoyed  in  this  Colony. 

On  motion  made,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Abraham  Clark 
and  Mr.  Hart  be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed  to 
prepare  and  amend  the  draught  of  the   Militia  Ordinance. 

The  Congress  adjourned  until  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  Middlesex  Coimty, 
objecting  to  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Regiment  of  Militia 
commanded  by  Colonel  IJ'eiherill,  and  jiraying  leave  to 
proceed  to  a  new  choice  of  Field-Olficers  for  the  said  Regi- 
ment, was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  Hunterdon  Coun- 
ty, praying  that  Householders  may  be  admitted  to  vote  at 
future  elections  for  Deputies  to  serve  in  Congress,  was 
read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  upon  the  estimate  of  the  expense  necessary 
fur  the  defence  of  this  Colony  at  this  time,  and  also  upon 
the  ways  and  means  to  provide  a  Fund  to  defray  the  ex- 
]ienses  of  the  same  ;  and,  after  deliberating  thereon,  Mr. 
President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Fisher,  Chairman  of 
the  Conmiittee,  reported,  that  the  Conwniitee  had  gone 
through  the  several  matters  to  them  leferred,  and  had  come 
to  the  Resolutions  following  : 

1.  That  four  thousand  stand  of  Arms  be  purchased  for 
the  use  of  this  Colony. 

And  on  the  (juestion  being  put,  whether  the  Congress 
doth  agree  to  the  same,  it  passed  for  thiee  thousand  stand 
of  .Arms,  only,  to  be  purchased. 

•2.  That  ten  tons  of  Gunpowder  be  purchased  for  the 
use  of  this  Colony.     To  which  the  Congress  agreed. 

3.  That  twenty  tons  of  Lead  be  purchased  for  the  use 
of  this  Colony.      To  which  the  Congress  agreed. 

4.  That  two  thousand  Cartouch-Boxes  be  purchased  for 
the  use  of  this  Colony,  Which,  on  the  question,  was  re- 
duced to  one  thousand  only. 

.5.  That  two  Meflicine  Chests  be  purchased  for  the  use 
of  this  Colony.     To  which  the  Congress  agreeil. 

6.  That  eight  hundred  Tents,  with  the  necessary  Furni- 
ture, Canteens,  and  Knapsacks,  be  purchased  for  the  use  of 
this  Colony.  And,  on  the  question,  it  passed  for  four  hundred 
Tents,  with  the  necessary  furniture,  &:c.,  to  be  purchased. 

7.  'i'hat  one  thousand  Hunting-Shirts  be  purchased  for 
the  use  of  this  Colony.  Which,  on  the  question,  passed 
in  the  negative. 

8.  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  Pounils 
be  appropriated  as  Subsistence  Money,  at  one  Shilling  per 
man,  per  day,  for  the  Troops  of  this  Colony  when  called 
into  actual  service,  and  until  they  arrive  at  the  place  of 
destination.     To  which  tlie  Congress  agreed. 

9.  That  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty-five  I'ounds  be  appropriated  as  a  fund  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Troops  of  this  Colony  for  one  month,  when 
called  into  actual  service. 

And  on  the  question,  whether  this  sum,  or  the  sum  of 
four  thoU'^and  Pounds  only,  be  appropriated,  it  passed 
unanimously  for  four  thousand  Pounds  only. 

10.  That  four  thousand  Blankets  be  purchased  for  the 
use  of  this  Colony.  AVInch,  on  the  question,  was  reduced 
to  two  thousand  only. 
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11.  That  llie  sum  of  tliree  hundred  Pounds  be  laid  out 
in  Axes,  Spades,  and  intrenching  Tools,  for  the  use  of 
diis  Colony.     To  which  the  Congress  agreed. 

1-2.  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds  be  laid  out 
in  procuring  a  train  of  Artillery  for  the  use  of  this  Colony. 
To  which  the  Congress  agreed. 

l;J.  That  the  sum  of  live  hundred  Poiuids  be  appropriated, 
to  encourage  the  erecting  of  Saltpetre  Works  in  this  Colony. 

And  on  the  question  being  put,  whether  this  suiu  or  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds  be  appropriated  to  this  use, 
it  passed  for  one  thousand  Pounds. 

On  motion  made,  liisolvcd,  That  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand Pounds,  voted  by  this  Congress  to  encomage  the 
erectingof  Saltpetre  Works  in  this  Colony,  be  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  a  bounty  of  one  Shilling  per  Pound,  over 
and  above  the  market  |)rice,  for  any  quantity,  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  tliousand  jiounds  weight,  of  good  merchantable 
Saltpetre,  which  shall  be  made  and  manufactured  in  this 
Colony,  on  or  before  the  first  day  o(  Janunry,  1777  :  Pro- 
vided, that  the  Continental  Congress  shall  not  ofVer  the 
like  premium  for  Salt|)etre  manufactured  in  any  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved.  Tliat  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  Congress,  that  the  sum  of  Thirty  Thousand  Pounds, 
Proclamation  Money,  be  immediately  emitted  in  Bills  of 
Credit,  for  the  use  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Uart,  Mr.  Mehehn,  Mr. 
Elmer,  and  Mr.  Dunham,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  the 
draught  of  an  Ordinance  for  emitting  the  aforesaid  sum  of 
Thirty  Thousand  Poimds,  in  Bills  of  Credit,  and  to  make  a 
provision  to  sink  the  same  ;  and  also  to  appoint  Commis- 
sioners to  purchase  and  procure  the  several  articles  enu- 
merated in  the  foregoing  Resolutions,  and  that  they  report 
the  same  to  this  Congress. 

The  Congress  adjourned  until  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to- 
morrow.   

WeilncsJny,  October  25,  1775. 
The  Coni;ress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
A  motion  was  made  by  the  Deputies  of  the  Coimty  of 
Salem,  and  seconded  by  the  Members  of  Hunterdon,  that, 
as  soon  as  this  session  is  ended,  this  Congress  doth  dissolve 
itself,  in  order  that  a  new  election  may  take  place  upon 
more  extensive  principles,  to  wit: 

That,  at  such  new  election,  such  Householders,  or  repu- 
table single  men,  as  are  possessed,  io/w  /((/e,  of  a  personal 
estate  of  the  value  of  fifty  Pounds,  Proclamation  Money,  or 
upwards,  and  have  been  resident  at  least  one  year  in  the 
Countv,  may  be  admitted  to  vote  with  those  that  are  Free- 
holders. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  this  motion  be  post- 
poned until  this  Congress  shall  determine  the  Petitions  from 
the  Counties  of /i(/»/tv(/«M  and  Sussex,  praying  that  House- 
holders may  be  admitted  to  vole  at  future  elections. 

And  thereupon,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the 
( 'ongress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  several  Petitions 
from  the  Counties  of  Hunterdon  and  Sussex,  praying  that 
Householders  may  be  adjnitted  to  vole  at  future  elections; 
and  having  duly  weighed  and  considered  the  several  argu- 
ments for  and  against  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petitions,  and 
also  the  above  motion  of  the  Deputies  of  the  County  of 
Salem,  for  a  dissolution  of  this  Congress ;  the  previous 
question  was  put,  whether  this  Congress  will  proceed  to 
determine  the  consideration  of  the  above  Petitions  and  mo- 
tion at  this  time,  or  postpone  the  same  to  the  next  session, 
m  ordu  that  the  sense  of  the  Colony  in  general  may  be 
known. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  postponed  to  the  next  ses- 
sion of  this  Congress. 

Yeas.  Navs. 

Bergen  County,  Middlesex  County, 

Essex  ■•'  Morris 

Somerset         '■'  Sussex  '• 

Monmouth      "  Hunterdon        " 

Burlington     "  Saleyn  " 

Gloucester       "  Cumberland      '' 

Cape-May      " 
The  Petition  from  Middlesex,  respecting  the  Field-Ofli- 
cers  of  Colonel  WethcrilCs  Regiment,  was  read  a  second 
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time  ;  and  on  the  question  being  put,  whether  the  prayer 
of  the  said  Petition  be  granted  or  not,  it  passed  in  the 
negative,  unanimously. 

The  Petition  from  several  persons  of  Captain  Harrison's 
Company  of  Light-Infantry,  praying  that  the  Petitioners 
may  be  indulged  in  continuing  in  that  Company,  notwith- 
standing the  late  Resolution  of  this  Congress,  was  read  a 
second  time;  and  it  now  appearing,  that  the  Company  in 
JSottingham,  to  which  the  Petitioners  belonged,  is  united 
to  another  Company;  It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the 
prayer  of  the  said  Petition  be  granted,  and  that  a  Com- 
mission do  issue  to  John  Matthews,  one  of  the  Lieuten- 
ants. 

The  Certificate  of  the  election  of  Field-Oflicers  for  the 
Battalion  on  the  north  side  of  Cohansie  Creek,  in  Cumber- 
land County,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  isiue  to  the  several  per- 
sons therein  nairied. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue  to  Captain  Thomas 
fVolverton,  and  to  the  Ollicers  of  his  Company  of  Minute- 
Men,  in  Sussex-  County. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue  to  Samuel  Forman, 
Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Elisha  Lawrence,  Esq.,  First 
Major,  and  James  Molt,  Esq.,  Second  Major,  of  the  Second 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  County  oi  Monmouth. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Tliursdiiy,  Uctobcr  ti6,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Sussex  County,  ob- 
jecting to  the  ap|iointment  of  John  Budd  Scott,  Esq.,  as 
First  Major  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Militia  in  that  County, 
and  prayirtg  that  Mr.  Scott''s  Commission  may  be  vacated, 
was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  draught  of  an 
Ordinance  for  striking  the  sum  of  Thirty  Thousand  Pounds, 
in  Bills  of  Credit,  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  and  to  make 
a  provision  to  sink  the  same,  &,c.,  repoited  a  draught  of 
such  Ordinance ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second 
reading. 

The  following  engrossed  draught  of  the  form  of  an  ad- 
vertisement, resi)ecting  the  enlistment  of  men  for  the  two 
Battalions,  recommended  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony,  was 
read  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  press  as  soon  ai 
possible,  and  that  two  liundred  copies  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  tliis  Colony. 

In  rrovuiei/il  tlongr^ss,  hold  ut  TientOQ,  ( 
October  36,  1775.       ^ 

Whereas  the  honouiable  Continental  Congress  have  re- 
commended to  this  Congress,  that  there  be  immediately 
raised,  in  this  Colony,  at  the  expense  of  the  Continent,  two 
Battalions,  consisting  of  eight  Companies  each,  and  each 
Company  to  consist  of  sixty-eight  Privates,  and  officered 
with  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  one  Ensign,  four  Ser- 
geants, and  four  Corporals,  on  the  following  conditions  : 

That  the  Privates  be  enlisted  for  a  year,  at  the  rate  of 
five  Dollars  per  calendar  month,  liable  to  be  discharged  at 
any  time,  on  allowing  one  month's  pay  extraordinary;  that 
each  of  the  Privates  be  allowed,  instead  of  a  bounty,  a  felt 
Hat,  a  |)air  of  yarn  Stockings,  and  a  pair  of  Shoes — the 
men  to  find  their  own  Arms. 

That  each  Captain,  and  other  commissioned  officer, 
while  in  the  recruiting  service  of  this  Continent,  or  on  their 
march  to  join  the  Army,  shall  be  allowed  two  Dollars  and 
two-thirds  of  a  Dollar  per  week,  for  their  subsistence;  and 
that  the  men  who  enlist  shall,  each  of  them,  whilst  in  quar- 
ters, be  allowed  one  Dollar  per  week,  and  one  Dollar  and 
one-third  of  a  Dollar  when  on  their  march  to  join  the  Army, 
for  the  same  purpose. 

The  form  of  an  enlistment  to  be  in  the  following  words  : 

"I,  ....  ,  have  this  day  voluntarily  enlisted  myself 
as  a  soldier  in  the  American  Continental  Army  for  one 
year,  unless  sooner  discharged  ;  and  do  bind  myself  to  con- 
liirm,  in  all  instances,  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  are  or 
shall  be  established  for  the  government  of  the  said  Army." 

This  Congress,  desirous  to  carry  into  execution  the  above 
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Resolution  of  the  Conlinental  Congress,  do  resolve  that 
warrants  be  issued  to  proper  persons  for  immediately  raising 
the  said  two  Battalions,  consisting  of  eight  Companies  each, 
and  each  Company  of  sixty-eight  Privates,  and  oflicered 
with  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  one  Ensign,  four  Ser- 
geants and  four  Corporals,  on  the  terms  aforesaid  ;  which 
Seri'eants,  Corporals,  and  Privates,  to  he  enlisted,  shall  be 
able-bodied  freemen:  And  it  is  further  directed,  that  when 
any  Company  shall  be  enlisted,  the  persons  liaving  warrants 
for  raising  the  same  shall  cause  a  muster  to  be  had  there- 
of, in  the"  presence  of  either  Ellas  Dcitori,  Azariah  Dun- 
ham, Joseph  Ellis,  or  John  Mehdm,  Esquires,  who  are 
hereby  a|)pointed  Muster-Masters  to  review  the  said  Com- 
panies; and  if,  upon  such  review,  such  Muster-Master,  who 
shall  attend  for  that  purpose,  shall  find  the  said  Company 
complete,  agreeable  to  the  above  directions,  shall  thereupon 
certify  the  same  on  the  back  of  the  Muster-Roll  of  such 
Company,  to  this  Congress,  or,  in  their  recess,  to  tiie  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  in  order  that  Commissions  may  be  made 
out  to  the  Officers  of  such  Company;  which  Commissions 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  during  the  recess 
of  this  Congress,  upon  receiving  certificates  as  above,  are 
required  to  make  out  and  issue. 

And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Colony,  to  be  aiding  and  assisting,  as  far  as  their  influ- 
ence extends,  in  raising  the  aforesaid  levies. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  each  Muster-Master 
shall  have  fo"r  his  trouble,  for  reviewing  each  Company, 
such  reward  as  this  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  shall 
judge  proper  for  his  service,  which  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Coiony  for  the  time  being,  appointed  by  Congress,  shall 
pay  out  of'the  Bills  of  Credit  to  be  issued  by  direction  of 
this  Congress,  upon  an  order  or  orders  to  him  produced 
from  this  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safet)'. 

By  order  of  the  Congress  : 

Samuel  Tucker,  President. 
Attested  :     John  Carey,  Secretary. 

The   Congress   adjourned   till   nine  o'clock,  to-niorrow 


Fiiiliy,  October  27,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Sussex,  respecting 
Mr.  Scott's  Commission,  k.c.,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  By  all  the  Counties,  excej)t 
Sussex,  which  was  excused  from  voting  on  this  occasion, 
that  Mr,  Scott's  Commission  be  confirmed. 

On  motion  made.  Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue 
to  the  Field-Officers,  and  the  Officers  of  the  eleven  Com- 
panies of  the  North- West  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Morris,  when  it  shall  be  made  a]ipear  to  this  Congress 
that  a  Colonel  hath  been  elected  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Hinds, 
lu-omoted  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  of  tlie  Battalion  of  Min- 
ute-Men in  that  County. 

On  motion  made,  Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue 
to  Matthias  Williamson,  Esq.,  Colonel  Samuel  Tuthill, 
Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Jacobus  Post,  Esq.,  Major 
of  tlie  Regiment  of  Light-Horse,  in  the  Eastern  Division  of 
this  Colony. 

The  Committee  to  \\  horn  the  Militia  Ordinance  was  rc- 
fi'rred,  reporte  i  a  draught  of  the  same,  with  amonflments; 
which  was  read,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  debated. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  engrossed. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.   .M. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  following  Letter  from  the  honourable  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  was  presented  and  read  : 

"riiil;iilcli)liia,  Ootoljcr  05,  1775. 

"Gentlemen:  The  Congress  have  taken  into  considera- 
tion your  letters  of  the  13tli  and  14tli  instant,  and,  in 
answer  thereto,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Con- 
gress are  of  opinion  the  publick  service  makes  it  necessa- 
ry that  the  .Jersey  Battalions  be  levied  with  all  possible 
expedition  ;  but  as  the  Congress  are  waiting  the  return  of 
their  Committee  from  camp,  in  order  to  establish  permanent 
regulations  for  all  Continental  Forces,  they,  for  the  present, 
incline  to  suspend  a  detcniiination  on  the  question  about 
ihu  apnuiuUnent  of  regimental  flold-oliicers. 


"  The  publick  exigencies  will  not  admit  of  loans  from  the 
Continental  Treasury  to  any  Colonies.  The  Congress,  how- 
ever, hope  that  this  will  not  disable  you  from  supplying 
yourselves  with  arms  and  ammunition  ;  in  doing  which,  it 
is  not  doubted  you  will  fall  upon  such  means  as  will  be  most 
for  the  ease  and  safety  of  the  Colony,  without  hazarding 
the  emission  of  paper  currency. 

"  From  some  expressions  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  inst., 
the  Congress  apprehend  it  is  the  intention  of  your  Con- 
vention to  take  into  constant  pay  four  thousand  Minute- 
Men  :  but  as  this  will  be  a  very  heavy  expense,  and  more, 
we  think,  than  any  one  Colony  can  atlbrd,  we  hope  you 
will  well  weigh  and  consitler  such  a  measure  before  you 
adopt  it.  With  respect  to  provision  for  Miiuile-Men,  the 
Congress  have  made  none ;  conceiving  that  the  several 
Colonies  will  make  proper  provision  for  them,  where  such 
provision  is  necessary,  or  where  they  are  called  into  actual 
service,  except  where  they  are  taken  into  Continental  ser- 
vice, in  wdiich  case  they  will  be  entitled  to  tlie  same  pay 
as  the  other  Continental  troops. 

"  1  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
"  John  Hancock,  President. 

"To  the  Members  of  tlie  Provincial  Congress  of  JVetf- 
Jersey." 

A  co|iy  of  a  Petition  from  Rlr.  Thomas  Lowrcy,  to  tlie 
Continental  Congress,  praying  that  he  may  he  appointed 
Commissary  to  the  two  Battalions  recommended  to  be 
raised  in  this  Colony,  was  presented  and  read  ;  and  Mr. 
Lowrcy  having  requested  that  this  Congress  would  be 
pleased  to  recommend  him  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
as  a  fit  person  for  such  appointment ;  and  the  question 
being  put,  whether  this  Congress  will  comply  with  the 
prayer  ol'  JMr.  Lowrcy's  request,  or  not,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  sign  an  attested  copy 
of  this  minute,  and  transmit  the  same  to  Mr.  Loicrcy. 

The  Ordinance  for  striking  the  sum  of  Thirty  Thousand 
Pounds,  in  Bills  of  Credit,  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  and 
to  make  a  provision  to  sink  the  same,  «kc.,  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  debated. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  engrossed. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Saturday,  October  iS,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  following  engrossed  Ordinance,  for  the  further  re- 
gulation of  the  Militia  Forces  of  this  Colony,  was  read, 
compared,  and  approved  : 

Whereas  the  Ordinances  of  the  late  Provincial  Con- 
gress, for  regulating  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  have  been 
found  insufficient  to  answer  the  good  purposes  intended  ; 
and  it  ajipearing  to  be  essentially  necessary  that  some 
further  regulations  bo  adopted  at  this  time  of  imminent 
danger : 

1 .  /(  is  therefore  ]\( solved  and  Directed,  That  each  and 
every  Captain  in  this  Colony,  within  ten  days  after  the 
publication  hereof,  shall  make  out  a  list  of  all  ]iersons 
residing  in  his  District  capable  of  bearing  arms,  between 
the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty  years,  who,  by  the  first  mili- 
tary Ordinance  of  a  former  Congress,  were  advised  or 
rccpiestcd  to  enroll  themselves  by  signing  a  Muster-Roll 
therein  mentioned,  such  persons  only  excepted  whose  reli- 
gious piincii)les  will  not  suffer  them  to  bear  arms,  who  are 
hereby  particularly  exempted  therefrom;  a  copy  of  which 
list  each  Ca|)lain,  respectively,  within  ten  days  after  com- 
pleting the  same,  shall  deliver  to  the  Colonel  of  the  Re- 
giment to  which  he  shall  belong,  and  such  Colonel  shall 
make  return  thereof  to  the  Brigadier-General  of  the  Divi- 
sion to  which  he  shall  belong;  and  also  transmit  a  duplicate 
thereof  to  the  Provincial  Congress  at  their  next  sitting.  And 
the  respective  Ca|)tains  shall  also  make  out  exact  lists  of 
all  such  persons  residing  in  their  several  Districts,  capable 
of  bearing  arms,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty  years, 
whose  religious  principles  will  not  suffer  them  to  bear  arms  ; 
which  lists  the  said  Captains  shall  lay  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  County  to  which  they  belong. 

'2.  And  it  is  farther  Resolved,  That  every  person  above 
directed    to    ein'oll    himself  by   signing   the    .Muster-Roll, 
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sliall  bear  arms,  attend  musters,  anil  in  all  things  be  con- 
formable to  the  Rules  and  Orders  hereinafter  mentioned  ; 
and  shall,  with  all  convenient  speed,  furnish  himself  with 
a  good  Musket  or  Firelock,  and  Bayonet,  Sword  or  Toma- 
hawk, a  steel  Ramrod,  Worm,  Priming  Wire  and  Brush 
litted  thereto,  a  Cartonch-Box  to  contain  twenty-three 
roimds  of  Cartridges,  twelve  Flints,  and  a  Knapsack, 
agieeable  to  the  direction  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
under  the  forfeitures  of  two  Shillings  for  the  want  of  a 
Musket  or  Firelock,  and  of  one  Shilling  for  the  want  of  the 
other  above  enumerated  articles. 

3.  And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  every  person  di- 
rected 10  be  enrolled  as  above,  shall,  at  his  place  of  abode, 
be  also  provided  with  one  pound  of  Powder,  and  three 
pounds  of  Bullets  of  proper  size  to  his  xMuskot  or  Fire- 
lock. 

4.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  each 
whole  Company  of  Militia  do  assemble  at  least  once  eveiy 
month,  properly  accoutred  as  aforesaid,  at  such  place  as 
the  Captain  or  commanding  officer  of  such  ('ompany  shall 
direct,  and  shall  spend  the  whole  day  in  perfecting  them- 
selves in  the  military  exercise;  and  that  a  general  muster 
or  review  be  had  of  each  Regiment  three  times  in  every 
year,  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  Field-Officers  of  each 
Regiment  shall  think  projier  to  ap[)oint. 

5.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  in 
case  any  person  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  serve  as  a  Ser- 
geant or  Corporal  in  any  Company,  being  thereunto  re- 
(juested  by  the  Captain  or  commanding  officer,  or  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  wain  tlie  men  to  a|ipear  under  arms 
when  required  by  the  Captain  or  commanding  officer, 
such  Sergeant  or  Corporal  shall,  for  every  such  neglect 
or  refusal,  forfeit  the  sum  of  twelve  Shillings. 

6.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  all 
Olficers,  commissioned  by  this  or  the  former  Congress,  do 
subscribe  the  following  declaration,  to  wit: 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  the  Officers  of  one  of  the  Regi- 
ments in  the  County  of and  Colony  of  Neiv- 

Jcrsey,  do  hereby  promise  and  engage,  under  all  the  ties 
of  religion,  honour,  and  regard  to  our  Country,  that  we 
will,  respectively,  duly  observe  and  carry  into  execution, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  all  and  every  the  orders, 
resolves,  and  recommendations,  made  or  to  be  made,  by 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  for  defending  our 
Constitution,  and  preserving  the  same  inviolate;  and  that 
we  will  also  render  due  obedience  to  such  Ollicers,  who 
either  by  rank  or  superiority,  are  regularly  placed  above 
us." 

Which  declaration  shall  be  laid  before  the  next  silling 
of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

7.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  the 
following  penalties  be  infficted  on  those  who  do  not  attend 
and  obey  orders  on  the  days  appointed  for  general  musters 
or  reviews,  to  wit :  a  Colonel,  six  Pounds  ;  a  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  five  Pounds;  a  Major  four  Pounds;  a  Captain,  three 
Pounds  ;  Lieutenants,  Ensigns,  and  Adjutants,  two  Pounds 
each;  Sergeants,  Corporals,  Drummers,  Fifes,  and  Privates, 
directed  to  be  enrolled  as  aforesaid,  ten  Shillings  each,  for 
each  and  every  defiult.  And  that  there  shall  be  inflicted 
on  those  who  do  not  attend  properly  accoutred  as  above- 
said,  and  obey  orders,  on  the  times  to  be  appointed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  Companies,  at  least  once  every  month,  to 
uit:  a  Captain,  thirty  Shillings;  Lieutenants  and  Ensigns, 
twenty  Shillings  each  ;  Sergeants,  Corporals,  Drummers, 
Fifes,  and  Privates,  four  Shillings  each,  for  each  and  every 
default.  Provided  always,  that  reasonable  excuses  shall 
be  admitted  for  delinquents'  non-attendance,  by  those  per- 
sons who  are  to  issue  the  warrants  of  distress. 

S.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  all 
tines,  under  the  degree  of  a  Captain,  shall  be  levied  on  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  offender,  by  warrant  from  the 
Captain,  directed  to  a  Sergeant  of  bis  Company  ;  and  those 
of  Field-Officers  and  Captains,  under  the  degree  of  Colo- 
nel, to  be  levied  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  offender, 
by  a  warrant  from  the  Colonel  of  the  Regiment,  directed 
to  the  Adjutant ;  and  diose  of  a  Colonel,  by  a  warrant 
Irom  a  Brigadier-General,  directed  to  a  Major  of  the  Re- 
giment to  which  such  delinquent  or  delinquents  belong. 

9.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  the 
several  Officers  and   persons  to  whom  warrants  of  distress 


shall  be  directed,  shall,  upon  receipt  thereof,  immediately 
levy  the  several  fines  and  forfeitures  therein  mentioned, 
under  the  forfeiture  of  forty  Shillings  for  every  neglect  in 
levying  the  same,  to  be  recovered  by  a  warrant,  under  the 
liand  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  County 
where  such  neglect  shall  happen,  directed  to  such  person  or 
persons  as  such  Committee  shall  ap|)oint  for  that  purpose; 
and  every  Sergeant  shall  levy  upon  each  delinquent,  in  the 
warrant  to  him  directed,  the  sum  of  one  Shilling  over  and 
above  the  penalty  laid  in  such  warrant,  which  he  is  to 
keep  and  detain  as  a  reward  for  his  trouble;  and  each 
Major  or  Adjutant  shall  receive,  for  each  distress  by  them 
made,  the  sum  of  five  Shillings,  which  he  is  to  levy  as 
abovesaid.  And  the  fines  and  forfeitures  aforesaid,  levied 
by  a  Sergeant,  when  recovered,  shall  be  paid  to  the  Cap- 
tain issuing  such  warrant,  to  be  by  him  laid  out  in  sujiply- 
ing  such  of  his  Company  with  arms  as  are  not  able  to 
furnish  themselves  therewith ;  and  shall  render  to  the 
Committee  of  the  County,  in  which  he  resides,  a  true  ac- 
count of  all  such  fines  and  forfeitures  by  him  received, 
and  his  disbursements  out  of  the  same,  agreeable  to  the 
above  directions,  when  he  shall  be  thereunto  required  by 
said  Committee  ;  and  in  case  any  of  such  fines  and  forfeitures 
shall  remain  in  such  Captain's  hands  for  the  sjjace  of  two 
months,  not  laid  out  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  then  pay  the  same 
to  such  Committee,  to  be  by  them  laid  out  as  above  di- 
rected ;  and  all  fines  recovered  from  any  officer  or  ofiicers, 
above  the  degree  of  Lieutenant,  shall  be  immediately  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  County  Committee,  to  be  by  them 
laid  out  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  judge  most  s'ervice- 
able  for  the  common  defence  of  the  Colony. 

10.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  if 
this  Colony  shall  be  alarmed  or  invaded  by  an  armed 
force,  then,  and  in  such  case,  every  Subaltern  and  Soldier 
so  enrolled,  or  directed  to  be  enrolled  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
also  each  Minute-Man  raised,  or  which  may  then  be  raised, 
is  hereby  requested  immediately  to  repair,  j)roperly  armed 
and  accoutred,  to  his  Captain's  residence,  unless  otherwise 
ordered  ;  and  the  Cajnain  or  commanding  officer  of  the 
Company  nearest  to  the  place  where  such  alarm  or  inva- 
sion shall  happen,  shall  immediately  march  his  Company 
to  oppose  the  enemy  ;  and  at  the  same  time  send  an  ex- 
press to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Regiment  to  which 
he  belongs,  who  is  to  march  with  the  whole  or  part  of  the 
forces  under  his  command,  as  he,  before  receiving  orders 
from  one  of  the  General  Officers,  shall  judge  necessary,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  landing  or  penetrating 
into  any  part  of  the  country  ;  and  at  the  same  time  shall 
send  an  express  to  some  one  of  the  General  Officers  nearest 
to  him,  informing  him  of  the  intelligence  he  hath  received 
of  such  an  alarm  or  invasion  ;  and  during  the  times  of  such 
invasion  or  alarm,  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  abovesaid 
shall  be  subject  to  a  Court-Martial,  under  the  same  rules 
and  orders  as  directed  and  ordered  by  the  Continental 
Congress  of  the  Associated  Colonies,  held  at  Philadelphia 
on  the  tenth  day  of  3Iay  last,  for  the  better  government 
of  the  Continental  Troops. 

11.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  further  Resolved  and 
Directed,  That  no  pains  and  penalties,  imposed  by  a  Court- 
Martial,  shall  extend  to  the  taking  life  or  member  of  any 
delinquent  or  offender  who  shall  he  called  out  as  afore- 
said. 

12.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That 
every  person  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty  years, 
capable  of  bearing  arms  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  come  from 
any  of  the  neiglibouring  Provinces  into  this  Colony,  shall, 
within  two  weeks  after  his  arrival,  enroll  himself  in  the 
Company  of  the  place  where  such  person  may  chance  to 
reside,  and  attend  musters,  as  before  directed  for  the  Mili- 
tia; and,  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal,  shall  be  subject  to 
the  same  fines  and  forfeitures. 

13.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  the 
Officers  and  Minute-Men,  now  formed  into  Companies  or 
Battalions,  or  such  as  shall  be  so  formed  hereafter,  shall 
observe  the  same  rules,  orders,  and  directions,  as  to  attend- 
ing musters,  and  learning  the  military  discipline,  and  be 
subject  to  the  same  fines  and  penalties  for  non-attendance, 
as  before  directed  for  the  INIilitia,  and  to  be  recovered  in 
like  manner. 

14.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  the 
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Minute-Men,  when  called  out  to  the  assistance  of  a  neiijli- 
bouring  Colony,  shall  be  subject  to  the  Articles  ol  War 
established  by  the  Continental  Congress,  and  be  under  the 
direction  of  their  own  Officers,  unless  a  Continental  Offi- 
cer of  superior  rank  be  present,  to  whom,  in  such  case, 
they  are  to  yield  due  subordination. 

15.  And  whereas  several  Companies  of  Light-Horse 
have  been  raised  in  this  Colony,  and  as  it  is  probable  that 
niore  may  be  raised  hereafter,  It  is  therefore  Resolved  nnd 
Directed,  That  each  Company  of  Light-Horse  do  not  ex- 
ceed forty  Privates,  and  that  one  Company  only  be  allowed 
to  be  raised  in  each  County  ;  and  that  each  Regiment  be 
commanded  bv  a  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Major, 
who  are  to  be  subject  to  the  command  of  the  Brigadier- 
Generals  of  this  Colony,  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  ;  and' that  such  Regiments  of  Horse  shall 
be  under  the  same  regulations,  as  to  the  times  of  muster, 
and  learning  the  military  discipline,  as  before  directed  for 
the  F'oot  Militia  by  this  Ordinance,  and  subject  to  the  same 
fines  and  penalties  for  non-attendance;  which  fines  and 
penalties  are  to  be  recovered  in  manner  aforesaid  ;  and 
that  the  Officers  of  each  Regiment  of  Horse  take  equal 
rank  with  the  Militia  Officers  of  Foot,  holding  simdar 
commissions  of  the  same  date. 

16.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  nnd  Directed,  That  each 
and  every  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  between  the 
ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty  years,  whose  religious  principles 
will  not  sufter  them  to  hear  arms  as  above  directed,  shall,  as 
an  equivalent  thereto,  and  also  in  lieu  of  all  future  voluntary 
contributions  for  publick  and  benevolent  uses,  as  recom- 
mended by  Congress,  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  the  County  where  they  reside,  the 
sum  of  four  Shillings  per  month  for  such  exemption  ;  and 
in  case  they,  or  eitlier  of  them,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
pay  the  same,  thai  then,  upon  such  neglect  or  refusal,  such 
Committee,  once  every  three  months,  shall  and  are  hereby 
required  and  enjoined  to  issue  a  warrant  of  distress,  under 
the  hand  of  their  Chairman  or  Deputy  Chairman,  directed 
to  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall  appoint  for  that 
])uri)ose,  requiring  distj-ess  to  he  made  on  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  every  such  delinquent ;  and  tliat  the  same  be 
sold  at  publick  vendue,  giving  five  days'  notice  thereof,  by 
advertisement ;  and,  out  of  the  money  arising  by  such  sale, 
to  pay  to  the  Chairman  of  such  Conniiittee  the  money 
then  due  from  every  such  delinquent,  reluming  the  over- 
plus, if  any,  to  the  owner  thereof,  after  detaining  one  Shil- 
ling and  six  Pence  for  every  such  distress  and  sale  ;  and  in 
ca-e  any  person  or  persons  aforesaid,  under  age,  shall  make 
flefault  in  jiaying  their  equivalent  as  aforesaid,  the  same, 
bv  order  of  such  Commiltee,  shall  be  demanded  of  the 
parent,  master,  or  person  wdiose  care  such  delinquents  are 
under;  and,  upon  their  i-efusa!  or  neglect  lo  pay,  the  same 
shall  be  recovered  by  distress  and  sale  as  aforesaid,  of  such 
delinquent's  parent,  master,  or  other  person  whose  care  he 
or  they  are  under;  and  the  County  Committees,  respect- 
ivrlv  are  also  hereby  enjoined  and  required,  once  every  six 
months,  to  pay  unto  eitiier  of  the  Treasurers  of  this  Colo- 
n\  for  the  lime  being,  appointed  by  this  Congress,  all  such 
sum  and  sums  of  money  as  they  may  receive  as  abovesaid, 
to  be  applied  as  a  Provincial  Fund  to  such  uses  and  purposes 
as  this  or  a  future  Congress  shall  judge  the  exigencies  of 
the  times  may  require. 

IT.  Proridtd  alwaijs,  nnd  it  is  further  Resold  il  nnd 
Directed,  That  every  person  above  directed  and  re(|uir('d 
lo  pay  an  equivalent   for  the  above  exemjilions,  shall   be 


excused  from  ]iayi 


s,:ch 


'nt  every  time  he  shall 


make  it  appear  to  the  Conimitiee  of  the  Count)'  where  he 
resides,  that  he  was  sick  or  unable  to  attend  musters  at  the 
time  when  the  Conqiany,  in  the  District  he  lives  in,  shall 
attend  their  monthly  exercises;  or  shall  make  it  appear  he 
\\a>  ai  ilni  time  oui  of  ihc  I'rovinee,  or  necessarily  engaged 
m  Ihr  pu!)liek  inisiness  of  the  Colony. 

|H.  ^Iiid  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  in  ra=o  any  per- 
son or  iHMSons  shall  think  him  or  themselves  aggrievecl  by 
a  distress  made  for  their  fines  and  forfeiim'es  as  aforesaid, 
such  person  or  persons  may,  within  two  months  thereafter, 
appeal  to  the  Committee  of  the  Township  or  Committee 
of  the  County  in  which  he  or  they  shall  reside,  which 
Coniniiltue  'hidl  take  ihe  same  into  consiflerallon  ;  and,  in 
case    they   find    any  such   appellant  aggrieved,  shall  order 


suitable  redress,  by  directing  the  money  recovered  of  him 
or  them,  or  such  part  thereof  as  ihey  think  proper,  to  be 
returned  by  the  Captain  or  other  officer  who  issued  the 
warrant  of  distress,  who  is  hereby  required  to  return  the 
same  accordingly  ;  or  in  case  the  goods  distrained  are  not 
sold,  the  (Committee  then  may  give  such  order  therein  as 
to  them  may  seem  just  and  rii;ht,  conforming  themselves 
in  such  decisions,  as  near  as  may  be,  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  Ordinance. 

Whereupon,  the  question  being  put,  whether  the  afore- 
said Ordinance  do  pass  this  Congress  or  not,  it  was  car- 
ried in  ihe  affirmative. 

On  motion  made,  it  is  Ordered,  That  the  Rules  laid 
down  by  the  Continental  Congress,  for  the  regulation  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  be  jirinted  wiili  the 
above  Militia  Ordinance. 

On  motion  made,  Resulciil,  That  tlie  follouing  gentle- 
men be  recommended  by  this  Congress  to  the  honourable 
the  Continental  Congress,  as  proper  persons  for  Field- 
Officers  of  the  two  Battalions  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony, 
to  wit : 

For  the  Eastern  Battalion:  Lord  Stirling,  Colonel; 
Jlillinm  Hinils,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Hilllam  De  Hart, 
M  ajor. 

For  the  Western  Battalion  :  IVilUam  Maxieell,  Colonel ; 
Isrnel  Shrcive,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  David  Roy,  Major. 

Ordered,  That  the  l^'esident  do  sign  an  attested  copy 
of  this  Resolution,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  Conlintn- 
tal  Congress. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  Commissions  be  cer- 
tified, signed  by  the  President,  and  delivered  to  the  Mem- 
bers of  this  Congress  for  the  distant  Counties,  to  be  by 
them  filled  up  and  delivered  to  the  respective  Officers, 
upon  proper  certificates,  from  ihe  County  Committee,  thai 
such  respective  Ofiicers  have  been  duly  elected,  according 
to  the  Ordinance  of  this  Congress;  which  certificate  is  to 
be  returned  to  this  Congress  at  their  next  silting,  or  to  the 
Commiltee  of  Safety. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a  Com- 
mission of  Second  Brigadier-Genejal  of  the  Militia  Forces 
of  this  Colony  do  iininediately  issue  lo  f!  illiam  Living- 
ston, Esq. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary,  Colonel  Ellis,  and  Colonel 
JMaxiccIl,  he  a  Commiilec  to  wait  on  Mr.  Livingston,  al 
Mrs.  StclPs,  and  present  him  with  the  above  Commission. 
\Vhereu|ion,  the  Committee  withdrew,  and  having  re- 
turned to  their  seals,  reported,  that  they  had  presented  the 
said  Commission  to  Mr.  Livings-Ion,  wlio  had  received  the 
same  in  a  polite  manner,  and  desired  that  his  thanks  might 
be  returned  to  this  Congress. 

The  Congress  adjourned  lo  tinee  o'clock,  P.  AL 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournmeni. 
INIajor  Ephrnim  Anderson  having  thought  [iroper  to  re- 
sign his  Commission  of  First  [Major  of  the  First  Regiment 
of  the  Hunterdon  Militia, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  his  resignation  he  accepted. 

The  following  engrossed  Ordinance,  for  striking  the  sum 

of  Thirty  Thousand  I'ounds,  in  Bills  of  Credit,  for  the  use 

of  this  Colony,  and  to  make  a  provision  to  sink  the  same. 

8cc.,  was  read,  compared,  and  approved: 

Whereas  it  appears  essentially  necessary,  at  this  time  of 
increasing  danger,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  should 
he  furnished  "ith  Ammunition  and  other  .Military  Stores, 
and  that  this  Colony  shouhl  he  put  into  some  proper  pos- 
lun^  of  defence  : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved  nnd  Directed,  That  Messrs.  Snm- 
vel  Tucker,  Ahrnhnm  Hunt,  Joseph  Ellis,  and  AlernruUr 
Chnmhers,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Commission- 
ers for  the  Western  Division  ;  anil  that  Hemlrick  Eishtr. 
yharinh  Dunham,  Ahrahnm  Clark,  and  Samuel  Rotter, 
he,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Commissioners  for  the 
Eastern  Division  of  this  Colony  ;  which  said  Commission- 
ers, or  the  major  part  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  receive  of  the  Treasurers  of  this  Colony  for  the 
time  being,  appointed  by  this  Congress,  or  either  of  them, 
all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  they  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  find  necessary  to  ex|)end  for  the  use  of  this  Colony, 
|)ursuant  lo  the  Resolutions  hereinafier  mentioned. 
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And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  Thai  tlie  saifl 
Commissioners  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  contract  with  artificers  for,  or  otherwise  pur- 
chase, three  thousand  stand  of  Arms,  at  any  |)iice  not  ex- 
ceeding three  Pounds  seven  Shillings  each  stand  ;  and,  also, 
to  purchase  ten  tons  of  Gunpowder,  twenty  tons  of  Lead, 
one  thousand  Cartouch-Boxes,  at  any  price  not  exceeding 
nine  Shillings  each  ;  a  quantity  of  Flints,  Brushes,  Priming 
^Vire,  and  Cartridge  Paper,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
Pounds  in  value  ;  two  chests  of  Medicine,  not  exceeding 
three  hunrlred  Pounds  in  value;  four  hundred  Tents,  with 
Camp  E(|uipage,  ^c,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  eight 
liundied  and  seventy  Pounds  in  value  ;  two  thousand  Blan- 
kets, not  exceeding  one  thousand  fjve  hundred  Pounds  in 
value;  a  number  of  Axes,  Spades,  and  other  Intrenching 
Tools,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  Pounds  in  value  ;  and 
a  Train  of  Artillery,  not  exceeding  five  hundi'ed  i-*ound3  in 
value. 

And  it  is  further  Rtsnlved  and  Directed,  That  the  said 
Comniissioners  do  supply  the  Troo|)s  of  this  Colony,  when 
c.illed  to  action  in  this  or  any  of  the  neiglibouring  Colonies, 
will)  one  month's  Subsistence,  at  one  Shilling  per  day  per 
man,  or  Provisions  lo  that  amount,  if  necessary :  provided 
that  the  expense  of  such  Sub^^istence  doth  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  four  lumdred  Pounds  in  value  ;  and 
one  month's  Pay  for  the  Troops  of  this  Colony,  when 
called  into  actual  service:  provided  that  the  Coniinenial 
Congress  do  not  make  provision  for  the  same;  and  pro- 
vided, also,  that  the  Pay  of  such  Troops  doth  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  four  tliou=nnd  Pounds  in  value. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  the  Tren- 
siwers  of  this  Colony  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required  and 
enjoined  to  pay  to  the  said  Commissioners,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  or  to  their  order,  all  such  sum  or  sums  of 
iMoney  as  they  may  find  necessary  to  expend  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid  ;  and  the  recei|)t  or  receipts  from  the  said 
Commissioners,  or  a  major  part  of  them,  shall  be  sufticient 
vouchers  and  discharges  to  the  said  Treasurers,  or  either  of 
them,  their  executors  and  administrators,  for  all  Moneys  by 
t'.iem  |)aid  pursuant  to  this  Ordinance. 

And  whereas  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  jirovide  a  fund 
for  defrayini;  the  above  expense, 

/(  is  therefore  Resolved  ami  Directed,  That  Bills  of  Cre- 
dit, to  the  amount  of  Thirty  Thousand  Pounds,  Proclama- 
tion Money,  be  immediately  prepared,  printed,  and  made, 
as  follows,  lo  wit:  five  thousand  seven  hundred  Bills,  each 
of  the  value  of  three  Pounds;  six  thousand  Bills,  each  of 
the  value  of  one  Pound  ten  Sliillings;  four  thousand  Bills, 
each  of  the  value  of  fifteen  Shillings;  and  three  thousand 
Bills,  each  of  the  value  of  six  Shillings— which  Bills  shall 
be  in  the  form  following,  to  wit: 

"  This  Bill,  by  an  Ordinance  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 
shall  jiass  current  in  all  payments  within  the  Colony  of 
JS'cw-Jersey,  for Proclamation  Money. 

"  Dated  the day  of 177.5." 

And  shall  be  impressed  with  such  devices  as  the  Inspect- 
ors of  the  Press,  iiereinafter  appointed,  shall  direct :  and, 
when  printed,  shall  be  delivered  to  Hendricic  Fisher  and 
Azarinh  Dunham,  E-=quires,  of  the  Eastern  Division,  and 
to  John  Hart  and  John  Carey,  Esquires,  of  the  ^Vestern 
Division,  four  of  the  signers  thereof,  in  equal  moieties  ;  one 
moiety  to  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer  and  signers  of  the 
Eastern  Division,  and  the  other  moiety  by  the  Treasurer 
and  signers  of  the  \Vestern  Division.  And  the  said  signers 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required,  upon  delivery  of  the 
said  Bills  by  the  printer  thereof,  to  administer  lo  him.  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  and  required  to  take,  an  Oath  or 
Affirmation,  in  the  following  words: 

'•  I,  A  B,  do  declare,  that  from  the  lime  the  letters  were 
set  and  fit  to  be  put  into  the  press  for  the  printing  the  Bills 
of  Credit  now  by  me  delivered,  until  the  same  Bills  were 
jirinted,  and  the  letters  unset  and  put  into  the  boxes  again, 
1  went  at  no  time  out  of  the  room  in  which  the  said  letters 
were,  without  locking  them  up  so  as  they  could  not  be 
come  at  without  violence,  a  false  key,  or  olher  art  then 
unknown  to  me;  and  therefore,  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge, no  copies  were  printed  of?"  but  in  my  presence  ;  and 
tliat  all  the  blotters,  and  other  papers  whatsoever,  printed 
by  the  said  letters,  while  set  for  printing  the  said  Bills,  to 
the  best   of  niv  knowledge,  are   here  delivered,  togetlier 


with  the  stamps  for  the  indents  and  devices  ;  and  that  i 
have  not  at  any  time  been  privy  or  consenting  to  any  other 
or  more  Bills  being  struck  than  1  now  deliver;  and  that,  in 
all  things  relating  to  this  affair,  I  have  demeaned  myself 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Ordinance 
by  virtue  whereof  this  money  is  printed,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  understanding." 

Which  printer,  at  the  time  he  is  ordered  to  print  the 
said  Bdls,  shall  have  a  copy  of  this  Oath  or  Aflirniation, 
that  he  may  govern  himself  accordingly.  Provided,  always, 
that  il  any  accident  has  happened,  he  may  have  the  liberty 
of  makinir  an  exception  thereof  in  his  Oath  or  Aflirmation. 
he  declaiing  fully  how  il  was. 

And  il  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  the  Bills 
made  current  by  this  Ordinance  shall  be  nearly  the  size 
and  likeness  of  the  Bills  now  current  in  this  Colony,  and 
shall  be  signed  and  numbered  by  the  respective  persons 
hereinbefoie  a|)pointcd  signers  thereof;  and  in  case  of  their 
or  eiiher  of  their  deaths  or  other  disability,  then  Joseph 
Jhis:^,  of  the  Western  Division,  and  John  Covenhoven,  of 
the  Eastern  Division,  are  hereby  appointed  signers  of  the 
-said  Bdls  ;  and  one-half  of  tliem  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Division  of  this  Colony,  appointed 
by  this  Ordinance,  to  be  by  him  signed;  and  the  other 
half  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western 
Division,  to  be  by  him  signed  ;  and  in  case  of  refusal  or 
disability  of  eiiher  of  the  said  Treasurers,  tlien  any  three 
of  the  persons  nominated  in  this  Ordinance,  as  signers,  are 
to  sign  the  same. 

And  in  order  that  the  said  Bills  may  be  numbered  and 
signed  with  the  less  charge  and  ri?k,  anrl  wiih  the  most 
ease  and  expedition,  the  said  signers  are  to  observe  the 
directions  ff)llowing,  to  wit : 

First.  Before  the  said  signers  do  receive  any  of  the  said 
BilN,  they  shall  each  of  them  take  an  Oath,  or  .\fHrmation 
if  Quakers,  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  the  true  sign- 
ing of  the  said  Bills  of  Credit;  and  that  they  will  sign  no 
more  or  other  Bills  than  by  this  Ordinance  is  directed  : 
and  that,  to  the  best  of  their  skill,  they  will  pcrf)rm  what, 
by  this  Ordinance,  they  are  enjoined  as  their  duty — a  cer- 
tificate of  which  Oath  or  Affirmation  is  to  be  signed  by  t!;e 
Justice,  and  the  dej)onents  or  afHrmants,  lo  be  rlclivered  to 
the  Treasurers  with  the  Bills,  when  signed  by  them. 

Sicondjy.  On  receiving  the  Bills  from  the  piinter,  ihe 
said  signers  shall  burn  and  destroy  the  blotters,  and  they 
shall  divifle  the  fair  bills  so  received  into  two  equal  pni't-, 
and,  to  avoid  confusion,  shall  agree  betuixt  ihemselvps 
how  the  parts  of  each  shall  be  numbered;  and  the  signers 
for  the  Eastern  Division  shall  lake  the  stamps  for  the  es- 
cutcheons, and  the  signers  for  the  Western  Division  shall 
take  tlie  stamps  for  the  arms. 

Thirdly.  Each  of  the  signers  may  then  carry  his  pan 
to  his  own  house,  there  to  be  numbered  and  signed  by  him 
with  all  possible  expedition;  which,  or  such  jiart  as  is  then 
necessary,  being  done,  they  shall  meet  at  a  day  and  place 
by  them  to  be  appointed  and  agreed  on,  and  each  deliver 
the  part  numbered  and  signed  by  him  to  the  other,  in  order 
for  him  to  sign  the  same;  and  they  shall  then  together 
burn  and  destroy  the  Bills,  if  any  be,  o\'er  and  above  the 
number  hereby  ajipoinled  to  be  i'^sued;  and  in  lilce  manner 
shall  do,  from  time  to  time,  until  all  are  signed  and  ex- 
changed. 

Fourthly.  Each  of  the  said  signers  may  then  catiy 
the  part  of  the  Bills  aforesaid  so  delivered  to  ihem  by  the 
other  to  their  respective  houses,  to  be  signed  with  all  pos- 
sible expedition;  and  when  signed,  in  any  sums,  from  time 
lo  time,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Division 
where  the  signers  live,  and  the  stamps  for  the  escutcheons 
and  arms,  taking  receipts  of  the  respective  Treasurers  for 
the  sums  so  delivered  ;  wliicli,  when  produced,  shall  be 
sufficient  to  discharge  the  said  signers,  respectively,  their 
heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  from  such  parts  of  the 
said  Bills  as  the  receipts  do  express. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  Tliat  the  said 
Treasurers  shall,  respectively,  sign  the  said  Bills  to  them 
delivered  ;  and,  under  the  obligation  of  their  oaths  or 
affirmations  for  the  due  execution  of  their  offices,  pay  them 
out  accordingly,  as  they  shall  be  directed  by  this  and  anv 
future  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  Contmittee  of 
Safety  of  this  Colony,  and  no  otherwise. 


243 


NEW-JERSEY  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  OCTOBER,  1775. 


1244 


And  it  is  further  Rcsohecl  ami  Directed,  That  the  Bills 
of  Credit  to  be  made  and  issued  by  virtue  of  this  Ordi- 
nance, shall  pass  current  until  the  twenty-first  day  o(  De- 
cember, which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  iiundred  and  eijihly-six. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  find  Directed,  That  Samuel 
Tucker,  Htndrick  Fisher,  and  Richard  Smith,  Esquires, 
or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to 
auree  with  the  |)rinter  for  the  price  to  be  paid  him  for 
|)rinting  the  Bills,  according  to  tlie  directions  of  this  Ordi- 
nance, and  shall  be  and  are  hereby  appointed  Inspectors 
of  the  Press,  to  lake  care  that  the  printer  of  ihe  Bills 
of  Credit  dutii  duly  perform  the  duly  hereijv  enjoined 
him. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  there  shall 
1)6  paid  to  the  primer  of  the  said  Bills  of  Credit  such  sum 
or  sums  of  Money,  for  printing  them,  as  the  said  Inspectors, 
or  any  two  of  them,  shall  certify  under  tiieir  hands  they 
had  agreed  to  pay  him  for  that  sci-vice;  and  there  shall  be 
paid  to  the  Treasurers,  Inspectors,  and  Signers,  such  re- 
ward for  their  trouble  as  the  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety  for  this  Colony  shall  deeni  reasonable.  All  which 
sums  of  money  shall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurers,  or  either 
of  tlieni,  out  of  the  money  made  current  by  virtue  of  this 
Ordinance,  and  shall  take  proper  receipts  foi- the  same  ; 
which  receipts,  when  laid  before  the  Provincial  Congress 
or  Commitiee  of  Safety,  shall  discharge  the  said  Treasu- 
rers, their  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  for  all  such 
sums  by  them  paid,  pursuant  to  this  Ordinance. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  the  resi- 
due of  the  said  Thirty  Thousand  Pounds  made  current  by 
this  Ordinance,  and  not  herein  appropriated,  shall  remain 
in  the  said  Treasury  as  a  fund,  subject  to  he  disposed  of 
in  future  by  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety  of  this  Colony. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That,  for  the 
better  credit  and  effectual  sinking  of  the  said  Bills  of  Cre- 
dit, there  shall  be  assessed,  levied,  and  raised,  on  the  seve- 
lal  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  their  goods  and  chattels, 
lands  and  tenements,  the  sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Founds, an- 
nually, in  every  of  the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighly-four,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  to  be 
jiaid  in  the  proportions  and  manner  following: 

By  the  County  of  Bcrrrcn, £(56 1  8  0 

By  the  County  of  7!:s.9er. 71-2  18  0 

By  the  County  of  Mr/(//escr,     -     -     -     -     87-2  6  8 

By  the  County  of  .S'owc7-4f7,       -     -     -     -     901  2  0 

By  the  County  of  jUo;iwo!(Y//,    -     -     -     -1,06!)  '2  8 

By  the  County  of  Mor/7".s 7:23  8  0 

By  the  County  of  Sussex, 59o  5  4 

By  the  County  of //»Hrf/Y/o»,   -     -     -     -  1  ,.'36:3  16  8 

By  ihc  Counly  of  Burlington,   -     -     -     -1. 07 1  1.3  4 

By  the  Coimty  of  Gloucester,    -      -     -     -     763  2  8 

By  the  County  of  .So/tw, 679  12  0 

By  the  County  of  Cumberland,       -     -     -     rJS-")  6  8 

By  the  County  of  C«jje-3/f/iy,    -     -     -      -      166  18  0 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Directed,  That  the  seve- 
ral quotas,  so  apportioned  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  assessed, 
raised,  levied,  collected,  and  paid  into  the  Treasuries,  in 
the  same  method,  mimner,  proportion,  and  form,  as  is 
directed  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  present 
Majesty's  reign,  entitled  '"An  Act  to  settle  the  quotas  of 
the  several  Counties  in  this  Colony;"  provided  that  some 
other  more  equitable  expedient  for  sinking  the  same,  in  a 
more  easy  methoel  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  shall 
not  be  agreeil  upon  in  the  mean  time. 

Whereupon,  the  ()uestion  being  |iut,  whether  this  Ordi- 
nance do  pass  or  not,  it  was  carried  in  the  allirmative. 

The  Memorial  of  Jonathan  D.  Sergeant,  Esq.,  Trea- 
surer to  the  late  Congress  of  this  Colony,  was  rend  a  se- 
cond time,  and  unanimously  apjiroved. 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  returned 
to  Mr.  Sergeant,  for  his  constant  and  steady  attention  to 
tlie  pulilick  cause,  at  these  times  of  general  calamity. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  unnnijnoush/,  That  Com- 
missions do  issue  to  iNlessrs.  John  Cooper  and  John  Den- 
nix,  the  Treasurers  for  this  Colony,  a|)pointed  b\'  this  Con- 


gress, upon  their  giving  such  security  as  this  Congress  or 
the  Committee  of  Safety  shall  direct. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  upon  proper  certifi- 
cates, Horn  any  County  Committee  of  this  Colony,  being 
produced  to  the  President  or  Vice-President,  in  the  recess 
of  this  Congress,  certifying  the  election  of  Militia  or  iMin- 
nte  OlHcers  for  any  of  the  Battalions  in  this  Colony,  the 
President  oi-  Vice-President  do  issue  Commissions  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered,  That  a  Commission  do  issue  to  John  Taylor, 
Esq.,  as  Second  Major  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Militia 
in  Hunterdon  County. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  in  case  of  the  death, 
or  removal  out  of  the  Colony,  of  any  of  the  Deputies  of 
this  Congress,  before  the  next  annual  election,  the  Free- 
holders of  the  County  for  which  such  person  w^as  a  Depu- 
ty, have  leave  to  pioceed  to  a  new  election  to  supply  his 
])lace. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  several  County  Committees  of  this  Colony  to  allow 
their  respective  Deputies  such  recompense  for  their  time 
and  publick  service,  in  attending  the  Provincial  Congresses 
and  Committees  of  Safety,  as  they  shall  think  reasonable. 

Resolved,  That  a  Commission  do  issue  to  James  Holmes, 
Esq.,  as  Surgeon  to  the  Sussex  Battalion  of  Minute-Men. 

Resolved,  That  a  Commission  do  issue  to  Peter  Camp- 
bell, Esq.,  as  Aid-de-Camp  to  Bi-ig.  Gen.  Dickinson. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  following  gentle- 
men be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  of 
Safety,  to  act  for  the  publick  welfare  of  this  Colony,  in  the 
recess  of  this  Congress,  to  wit: 

Mr.  President  Tucker,  Mr.  Vice-President  Fisher,  John 
Hurt,  Abrahum  Clark,  Lewis  Ogden,  Joseph  Holmes, 
John  Mehelm,  Isaac  Pearson,  John  Pope,  Azariah  Dun- 
ham, John  Dennis,  Augustine  Stevenson,  RuloJJ'c  Tan 
Dijke,  Esquires. 

Which  said  Conmiittee  of  Safety,  or  the  major  part  of 
the  members  thereof,  are  hereby  directed  to  meet  at  such 
time  and  place  as  the  President  and  Vice-President  shall 
direct. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  President  be  de- 
sired to  return  the  thanks  of  this  C'ongress  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Spencer  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Panton,  for  their  polite  atten- 
tion and  services  during  the  present  sitting  ;  and  also  tf) 
the  several  communities  who  have  been  pleased  to  accom- 
modate this  Congress  with  the  use  of  their  respective  places 
of  worship. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  re- 
cjuestcd  to  revise,  correct,  and  make  out  a  fair  copy  of  the 
INIinutes  of  this  Congress,  for  publication;  and  that  he  be 
allowed  such  recompense  for  his  time  and  trouble  as  this 
Cou'^^ress  or  Committee  of  Safety  shall  deem  reasonable. 

Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  the  Secretary  hath  prepared 
a  fair  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  this  Congress  for  the  press, 
Mr.  I'resident  do  issue  an  order  to  Isaac  Collins  to  imme- 
diately print  off  one  thousand  copies  thereof,  for  the  use  of 
the  (Jolony  in  general ;  and  five  hundred  copies  of  the  new 
ftlilitia  Ordinance,  with  the  Articles  of  War  for  regnlatino- 
the  Continental  Army  annexed,  for  the  use  of  the  Militia 
Forces. 

Resolved,  That,  out  of  the  Moneys  in  the  Trensuiy  of 
this  Congress,  there  be  paid  to  I\Ii-.  President  so  much 
Money  as  he  hath  expended  for  Fire-Wood,  Candles, 
Pens,  Ink,  and  Paper,  for  the  use  of  this  Congress,  during 
the  present  sitting;  and  also  ten  Shillings  to  Mr.  Fisher, 
and  ten  Shilling's  to  Mr.  Mehilm,  for  two  volumes  of  the 
.\cts  of  .Vssembly  of  this  Colony;  and  to  Daniel  Bellin- 
gcnu,  the  Doorkeeper  of  this  Congress,  for  his  constant 
attendance  and  services  during  this  sitting,  six  Pounds  ; 
and  also  to  the  said  Daniel  Bellingeau,  the  sum  of  three 
Pounds  fifteen  Shillings,  for  his  services  in  attending  the 
late  Congress. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  meet  at  New-Brunswick, 
on  the  first  Tuesdai/  in  Aj)ril  next,  unless  sooner  con- 
vened by  the  President,  Vice-President,  or  the  Committee 
of  SafetV. 
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TRYON     COUNTY    (nEW-YORk)    COMMITTEE    TO    PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS. 

Tryon  County  Coinmittcc  Chamber,  October  28,  177.'). 

Honourable  Gentlemen  :  As  we  found  our  duty  and 
particular  reasons  to  inquire  or  ratiier  desire  Sir  Jolm  John- 
son's absolute  opinion  and  intention  of  the  three  following 
aiticles,  viz : 

1 .  VVhetlier  he  would  allow  that  his  tenants  may  form  them- 
selves into  Companies,  according  to  the  regulations  of  our 
Continental  Congress,  to  the  defence  of  ourC^ountry 's  cause  ; 

2.  Whether  he  would  be  willing  iiiniself  also  to  assist 
personally  in  the  same  purpose; 

3.  Whether  he  |)retendeth  a  |irerogative  to  our  County 
Court- House  and  Jail,  and  would  hinder  or  interrupt  the 
Coujniittee  of  our  County  to  make  use  of  the  said  publick 
houses  for  our  want  and  service  in  our  common  cause  ; 

We  have  therefore,  from  our  meeting  held  yesterday, 
sent  three  members  of  oiu'  Committee  with  the  aloremen- 
tioiied  questions  contained  in  a  letter  to  him  dlrectetl,  and 
received  of  Sir  John,  thereupon,  the  following  answer: 

1.  That  he  thinks  our  requests  veiy  unreasonable,  as 
he  never  had  denied  the  use  of  eitlicr  Court-House  or  Jail 
to  any  body,  nor  would  yet  deny  it  for  the  use  which  these 
houses  have  been  built  for;  but  he  looks  upon  the  Court- 
House  and  Jail  at  Johnstown  to  be  his  prdpeity  till  he  is 
|)aid  seven  hundred  Pounds — wliich  being  out  ol'  his  puckut 
i'or  the  building  of  the  same. 

2.  In  regard  of  embodying  his  tenants  into  Companies, 
he  never  did  forbid  them,  neither  should  do  it,  as  they 
may  use  their  pleasure;  but  we  might  save  ourselves  that 
trouble,  he  being  sure  they  would  not. 

3.  Concerninif  himself  he  declared,  that  before  he  would 
sign  any  association,  or  would  lift  his  hand  up  against  his 
King,  he  would  rather  suffer  that  his  heatl  shall  be  cut  otT. 
Further,  he  replied,  that  if  we  would  make  any  unlawful 
use  of  the  Jail,  he  would  oppose  it ;  and  also  mentions  that 
there  have  many  unfair  means  been  used  for  signing  the 
Association,  and  imiting  the  people;  for  he  was  informed, 
by  credible  gentlemen  in  New-  York,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  luiite,  otherwise  they  could  not  live  there.  And  that 
he  was  also  informed,  by  good  autliority,  that  likewise  two- 
thirds  of  the  Canajoharie  and  Gcrmnn-Flalts  people  have 
been  forced  to  sign  ;  and,  by  his  opinion,  the  Boston  people 
are  open  rebels,  and  the  other  Colonies  have  joined  them. 

Our  Deputies  replied  to  liis  expressions  of  forcing  the 
people  to  sign  in  our  County;  that  his  authority  spared  the 
truth,  and  it  appears  by  itself  ridiculous  that  one-third 
should  have  forced  two-thirds  to  sign.  On  the  contrary, 
they  would  prove  that  it  was  oflered  to  any  one,  after  sign- 
ini^  that  the  regretters  could  any  time  have  their  names 
crossed,  upon  their  requests. 

We  thought  proper  to  refer  these  particular  inimical  de- 
clarations to  your  House,  and  would  be  very  glad  to  get 
your  opinion  and  advice,  for  our  further  directions.  Please, 
also,  to  remember  what  we  mentioned  to  you  in  our  former 
letters,  of  the  inimical  and  provoking  behaviour  of  the  ten- 
ants of  said  Sir  John,  which  they  still  continue,  under  the 
authority  of  said  Sir  John. 

We  must  further  hear  that  the  Governom-,  Tryon,  shall 
have  granted  again  a  commission  to  the  great  villain,  yl/tvr- 
ander  fVhitc,  for  High-Sheriff  in  our  County;  but  we  shall 
never  suffer  any  execution  of  such  office  in  our  County  by 
the  said  JVhitc.  We  have  not  yet  been  favoured  with  your 
answer  and  0|iinion  in  regard  to  om-  proceedings  in  voting 
a  new  Sheriff  for  our  County.  Be  also  pleased  to  despatch 
to  us  the  commissions  for  our  JMilitia  officers,  as  it  is  very 
difficult  to  cause  the  regulations  to  be  executed  according 
to  the  resolves  of  our  Provincial  Congiess,  without  such 
authorities. 

We  remain,  with  much  esteem,  honourable  Gentlemen, 
your  obedient  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee: 

Nicholas  Herckheimer,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  at  New-  York. 

P.  S.  We  must  also  see  some  of  our  enemies,  Indians 
of  Guy  Johnson's  party,  come  back,  and  in  particular  the 
Indian  William  Johnson,  who  fought  against  our  forces 
near  St.  Johns,  and  has  now  made  his  abode  again  in  our 
Canajoharie  Castle,  very  boldly,  and  perhaps  with  bad 
desiLTiis. 


GOVERNOUR  C(JOKE  TO  GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  October  28,  1775. 

Sir:  When  we  removed  pait  of  the  live  stock  from 
Block-Island,  in  July  last,  a  number  of  cattle  were  left,  so 
poor  (owing  to  the  severe  drought)  that  they  were  totally 
unfit  for  the  knife.  The  plentiful  rains  that  have  since 
fallen  have  increased  the  feed  so  much  that  there  are  now 
upwards  of  three  hundred  fit  for  market.  The  island  is 
situated  so  far  from  the  Continent,  that  any  attempt  to 
remove  them  will  be  extremely  hazardous,  and  I  can  think 
of  no  other  method  to  prevent  their  being  taken  by  the  ene- 
my, than  killing  and  salting  them.  As  we  have  no  demand 
for  salted  provisions  in  this  Colony,  I  must  desire  your 
Excellency  to  take  order  that  the  beef,  when  barrelled, 
may  be  received  into  the  magazines  in  camp,  at  a  reason- 
able ))rice  ;  in  which  case  they  will  be  killed  and  cured 
forthwith.  You  are  sensible,  Sir,  of  the  unhappy  situation 
of  this  Colony  with  res|)ect  to  the  enemy,  it  beint;  scarcely 
any  thing  more  than  a  line  of  sea-coast;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  will  give  us  every  assistance  in  your  power. 

1  am,  with  great  truth  and  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  sei'vani,  ^^^  r' 

'  Nicholas  Cooke. 

G  enera  1  tVash  ington . 

P.  S.  I  have  this  moi-ning  despatched  i\Ir.  Bowtn,  with 
orders  to  Colonel  Hopkins  for  ten  cannon,  four-pounders, 
for  the  armed  vessel  now  equipping  at  Plymouth. 

STEPHEN  MOYLAN  AND  JOHN  GLOVER  TO  COL.  JOSEPH  REEJi. 
Beverly,  October  28,  1775. 

Sir:  We  received  your  favour  of  the  2.5th  instant,  en- 
closing insiructions  for  the  anenis,  one  of  which  we  will 
deliver  to  the  person  appointed  for  this  place,  and  transmit 
the  others  to  Portsmouth,  Newbury,  &,c.,  tie. 

The  first  article  mentions  the  laying  in  provisions,  con- 
formable to  an  enclosed  paper,  which  enclosure  was  omit- 
ted ;  you  will,  therefore,  please  to  send  us  five  of  them, 
and  one  more  copy  of  the  instructions,  by  return  of  the 
bearer. 

We  will  pay  due  atlention  to  your  commands,  in  fixing 
the  commissions,  8ic.,  with  the  agents,  and  all  agrecmenis 
shall  be  committed  to  wiiting. 

Captain  Glover  has  brought  all  the  things  we  wrote  to 
you  for,  except  the  three  hundred  swivel-shot,  which,  he  in- 
forms us,  were  not  to  be  had ;  he  says  there  are  four-ounce 
ball,  which  will  answer  very  well.  On  looking  over  the 
ammunition  left  by  the  three  schooners,  we  find  there  will 
be  wanting,  for  Captain  Adams,  forty  rounds  of  four-pound 
cartridges,  and  foiu'  or  five  hundred  of  them  four-ounce 
ball ;  of  these  he  will  give  half  unto  Captain  Manly,  when 
they  meet  at  Cape-Ann.  There  is  no  sheet  lead  to  be 
had  in  these  paits — we  want  ten  feet  square — please  tu 
send  it  and  these  other  things  immediately,  viz:  60  four- 
pound  shot,  40  two-pound  shot,  40  cartridges  for  two- 
pounders — absolutely  necessary. 

We  will  recommend  harmony  and  good  understanding 
to  the  Captains,  and  will  give  our  best  advice  to  Captain 
Adams,  relative  to  his  cruising  farther  eastward,  and  in  all 
other  matters.  We  shall  be  glad  to  see  hiiii  soon — his 
vessel  is  ready — it  is  now  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  no  ap- 
pearance of  him  or  his  men.  Captain  3Ianly  is  olf,  and 
onlv  waits  a  fair  wind  to  proceed  to  sea. 

We  are,  with  great  respect  to  his  Excellency  and  tc 
you.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servants, 

Stephen  Moylan. 
John  Glovek. 
To  Colonel  Joseph  Reed. 

P.  S.  Please  to  put  Captain  Adams  in  mind  of  bruiL'- 
inc  his  Sergeant  and  Gunner. 


PROCLAMATIONS   BY   GENERAL    HOWE. 

A  Proclamation, 
By  his  Excellency  the  Hon.  William  Howe,  Major- 
Gcnernl  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  His  Majesty'? 
Forces  within  the  Colonies  lying  on  the  Atlantick 
Ocean,  from  Nova-Scotia  to  West-Florida,  inclu- 
sive, S,-c. 
Whereas  seveial  of  the  iidiabitants  of  this  Town  luue 
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hitL-!y  absconded,  to  join,  it  is  apprehended,  His  Majesty's 
enemies,  assembled  in  open  rebellion,  1  do,  by  virtue  of  the 
power  and  authority  in  ine  vested  by  His  Majesty,  forbid 
any  person  or  persons  whatever,  not  beloni^ingio  the  Mavy, 
to  pass  from  lience,  by  water  or  otherwise,  from  the  date 
liereof,  without  my  order  or  permission,  given  in  writin>;. 
Any  person  or  persons  delected  in  the  attempt,  or  who 
may  be  retaken,  upon  sufiiclent  proof  thereof,  shall  be  liable 
to  military  execution;  and  those  who  escape  shall  he  treat- 
ed as  traitors,  by  seizure  of  their  goods  and  effects.  All 
masters  of  transports  or  other  vessels,  sailing  from  hence, 
unless  under  the  immediate  order  of  Samuel  Graves,  Esq., 
Vice- Admiral  of  the  White,  &c.,  &ic.,  &ic.,  or  officer  com- 
manding His  Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  this  service  for  the 
time  being,  are  hereby  strictly  forbidden  to  receive  any 
person  or  jjersons  on  board,  without  my  order  or  permis- 
sion, in  writing.  Any  master  or  others,  detected  in  diso- 
beying this  Proclamation,  shall  be  liable  to  such  fine  and 
impi-isonment  as  may  be  adjiiili;ed. 

Given  at  Head-Quarters,  in  lioitoii,  the  -iSth  day  of 
October,  1775. 

Ihj  his  Evcelknctj  Wii.i.iam  Howk,  .\c.,  &,-c.,  ifC. 

^Vhereas  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  many  persons, 
leaving  this  Town  by  permission,  have,  contrary  to  orders, 
conveyed  aw'ay  large  sums  in  specie,  to  the  great  incon- 
venietice  of  this  garrison,  and  detriment  of  His  Majesty's 
service  in  general,  I  do  hereby  give  notice,  that  any  per- 
son, having  leave  to  depart  from  hence,  by  water  or  other- 
wise, who  shall  be  delected  in  an  attempt  to  carry  away 
more  than  five  Pounds  in  specie,  as  heretofore  allowed, 
without  first  obtaining  my  particular  permission  for  so  do- 
ing, shall  forfeit  the  whole  sum  discovered,  and  suffer  such 
other  fine  and  imprisonment  as  may  be  adjudged,  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  of  offence.  And  for  the  more  effectual 
discovery  of  those  who  shall  presume  to  act  contrary  to 
this  Proclamation,  I  do  hereby  order,  that  one-half  of  the 
moneys  duly  detected,  on  information,  be  given  to  the  in- 
former. 

Given  at  Head-Quarters,  in  Busion,  October  28,  1775. 


lit/  his  EcccUcncij  William  Howe,  fyf.,  ifC,  ifC. 

Whereas  it  is  become  the  indispensable  duty  of  every 
loyal  and  faithful  citizen  to  contril)ule  all  in  his  power  fur 
the  preservation  of  order  and  good  government  within  the 
Town  of  Boston,  i  do  hereby  recommend  that  the  inhabit- 
ants do  immediately  associate  themselves,  to  be  formed 
into  Companies,  under  proper  officers,  selected  by  me  from 
among  the  associators,  to  be  solely  employed  within  the 
precincts  of  the  Town,  and  for  the  purposes  above  men- 
tioned. 

That  this  association  be  opened  in  the  Council  Cham- 
l)er,  undei'  the  direction  of  the  Hon.  Peter  Oliver,  Foster 
Ilulchinsoii,  and  iViUium  Brown,  Esquires,  on  Mondny, 
the  :30th  day  of  October,  1775,  and  continued  for  four  days 
following,  that  no  one  may  jjlead  ignorance  of  the  same. 

Out  of  the  number  of  persons  voluntarily  entering  into 
the  association,  all  such  as  are  able  to  discharge  the  duty 
required  of  them  shall  be  properly  armed,  and  an  allow- 
ance of  fuel  and  provisions  be  made  to  those  requiring  the 
same,  equal  to  what  is  issued  to  His  M.ijesty's  troops  with- 
in the  gariison. 

Given  at  Head-Quarters,  at  Boston,  October  'id,  1775. 


yj/i  Association  jjroposcd  to  the  bn/al  f'ilizcns,  m^recnble 
to  the  Broclamation  issue!  b,j  his  'E>rclUncij  the  Uononr- 
(iblc   Mcjor-Gcneral  AVii.i.iam    Huwp;,    Comiiiiiin!er-in- 
Chiefof  His  Miijesti/'s  Forces,  fyc,  S^-c,  8,-c. 
We,  His  Majesty's  loyal  sidijects  of  the  Town  u(  Bos- 
ton, being  sensible  of  the  duly  incumbent  on   us,  "to  do 
e\cry  thing  in  our  power  to  support  order  and  good  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  to  contribute  our  aid  to  tlie  internal  secu- 
lity  of  the  Town,"  now   take  this  opporlimily  to   profess 
our  firm  allesriance  to  His  Majesty,  and  entire  obedience  to 
his  Government  and  laws.    From  a  disposition  to  continue 
quiet  and  obedient  subjects,  we  have  generally  neglected 
the   use  of  arms,  while  those  of  different  characters  and 
sentiments  have   been  diligently  endcavourinL;  to  improve 
themselves  in  that  art.      Upon    these    principles,  we   have 


remained   in  or  fied  to  this  Town  ;  neither  do  we  wish  or 
design  to  leave  it. 

We  consider  it  as  our  strongest  duty  to  conliibute  our 
aid  in  promoting  the  peace,  order,  and  security  of  the 
Town,  and  are  willing  to  be  employed  to  these  good  pur- 
poses, in  the  ways  and  means  suited  to  our  capacities.  To 
that  end,  we  cheerfully  acce|)t  the  offers  of  his  Excellency, 
and  now  voluntarily  associate  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  his  Proclamation  ;  hereby  promising,  that  such  of  us  as 
he  shall  think  proper  or  able  to  perform  the  duties  therein 
required  will  be  formed  into  Companies,  as  therein  men- 
tioned, and  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  faithfully 
peifoim  those  services,  and  punctually  discharge  the  tru-t 
reposed  in  us  ;  and  that  such  as  are  not  able  to  go  through 
those  duties  will  freely  contribute  our  proportions,  accord- 
ing to  our  abilities,  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  for  promoting 
this  salutary  purpose,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  those  who 
are  able,  in  such  maimer  as  the  General,  or  those  he  may 
a|ipoint,  may  think  proper. 


SAMUEL   ADAMS   TO    ELBRIDGE    GERRY. 

Pliiladclphia,  October  29,  1775. 

My  deak  Sir  :  1  wrote  to  you  a  kw  days  ago,  by  young 
Mr.  Brown,  and  then  acknowledged  your  favour  of  the 
9th  instant. 

You  tell  me  that  a  Committee  o(  both  Houses  of  Assem- 
bly is  appointed,  to  bring  in  a  Militia  bill.  I  am  of  your 
opinion,  that  this  matter  requires  great  attention  ;  and  I 
wish,  with  you,  to  see  our  Militia  formed  not  only  into 
Battalions,  but  aho  Brigades.  But  should  we  not  be  cau- 
tious of  putting  them  under  the  direction  of  the  Generals 
of  the  Continent,  at  least  until  such  a  Legislative  shall  be 
established  over  all  America,  as  every  Colony  shall  con- 
sent to  ? 

The  Continental  Army  is  very  properly  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Continental  Congress.  Possibly,  if  ever 
such  a  Legislative  should  be  formed,  it  may  be  [iroper  that 
the  whole  military  power,  in  every  Colony,  should  be  un- 
der its  absolute  direction.  Be  that  as  it  may,  will  it  not 
till  then  be  prudent  that  llie  ftJilitia  of  each  Colony  should 
be  and  remain  umler  the  sole  direction  of  its  own  Legisla- 
tive, which  is  and  ought  to,  be  the  sovereign  and  uncon- 
trollable power  within  its  own  limits  or  teriilory?  I  hope 
our  Miliiia  will  always  be  prepared  to  aid  the  forces  of  the 
Continent  in  this  righteous  opposition  to  tyranny;  but  this 
ought  to  be  done  upon  an  application  to  the  Government 
of  the  Colony.  Your  Militia  is  your  natural  strength, 
which  ought,  under  your  own  direction,  to  be  employed 
for  your  own  safety  and  protection.  It  is  a  misfortune  to 
a  Colony  to  become  the  seat  of  war.  It  is  always  danger- 
ous to  the  liberties  of  the  people  to  have  an  army  stationed 
among  them,  over  which  they  have  no  control.  There  is 
at  jiresent  a  necessity  for  it ;  the  Continental  Army  is  kept 
up  within  our  Colony,  most  evidently,  for  our  immediate 
security.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that  history  affords 
abundant  instances  of  established  armies  making  themselves 
the  masters  of  those  Countries  which  they  were  designed 
to  protect.  There  may  be  no  danger  of  this  at  present, 
but  it  should  be  a  caution  not  to  tru=t  the  whole  military 
strength  of  a  Colony  in  the  hands  of  commanders  inde- 
pendent of  its  esiablished  Legi-lativc. 

It  is  now  in  the  |)ower  of  our  Assembly  to  establish  many 
wholesome  laws  and  regulations,  which  could  not  be  done 
under  the  former  administration  of  Government.  Corrupt 
men  may  be  kept  out  of  places  of  publick  trust;  the  utmost 
circumspection,  I  hope,  will  be  used  in  the  choice  of  men 
for  publick  officers.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  some,  who 
are  void  of  the  least  regard  to  the  |)ublick,  will  put  on  the 
a|)pcarance,  and  even  speak  boldly  the  language  of  patriots, 
with  the  sole  pur|iose  of  gaining  the  confidence  of  the  pub- 
lick, and  securing  the  loaves  and  fi^^hes  for  themselves,  or 
their  sons,  or  other  connexions.  Men  wdio  stand  candidates 
for  publick  posts  should  be  critically  traced  in  their  views 
and  pretensions;  and  though  we  would  despise  mean  and 
base  suspicion,  there  is  a  degree  of  jealousy  which  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  in  this  degenerate  state  of  mankind,  and 
is  indeed  at  all  times  to  be  considered  as  a  political  virtue. 
It  is  in  your  power,  also,  to  prevent  a  plurality  of  places, 
incompatible  with  each  other,  being  vested  in  the  same 
persons.      This   our   patriots   have   loudly  and   very  justly 


1249 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  OCTOBER,  1775. 


1250 


complained  of  in  time  past ;  and  it  will  be  an  everlasting 
disgrace  to  them,  if  they  suffer  the  praclice  to  continue. 
Care,  I  am  informed,  is  taking  to  prevent  the  evil,  with  as 
little  inconvenience  as  possible  ;  but  it  is  my  opinion  that 
the  remedy  ought  to  be  deep  and  thorough. 

Alter  all,  virtue  is  the  surest  means  of  securing  the  pub- 
lick  liberty.  I  hope  you  will  improve  the  golden  oppor- 
tunity of  restoring  the  ancient  purity  of  principles  and  man- 
ners in  our  Country.  Every  thing  that  we  do  or  ought  to 
esteem  valuable  de|)ends  upon  it;  for  fieedom  or  slavery, 
says  an  admired  writer,  will  prevail  in  a  Country,  according 
as  the  disposition  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants  render 
them  fit  for  the  one  or  the  other. 

P.  S.  November  4.  Yesterday,  the  colours  of  the  Seventh 
Regiment  were  presented  to  the  Congress;  they  were  taken 
at  Fort  Chmnbly.  The  garrison  surrendered  prisoners 
of  war  to  Major  Brown,  of  the  Massachusetts  forces,  with 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  barrels  of  gunpowder.  May 
Heaven  errant  us  further  success. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  RICHARD  HENRY  LEE. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  October  29,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  As  you  will  be  fully  informed  of  every  mat- 
ter and  thing  relative  to  the  Army,  by  your  own  Commit- 
tee, I  should  not  have  given  you  the  trouble  of  a  letter  at 
this  time,  were  it  not  on  Colonel  RcccFs  account.  He  is, 
as  I  presume  you  may  have  heard,  concerned  in  many  of 
the  principal  causes  now  depending  in  the  courts  o(  Penn- 
si/Ivama;  and  should  those  causes  be  pressed  for  trial,  by 
his  brethren  of  the  profession,  it  will  not  only  do  him  a 
manifest  injury  in  his  practice  and  future  prospects,  but 
afi'ord  room  for  complaint  of  his  having  neglected  his  busi- 
ness as  a  lawyer.  This  he  thinks  may  be  avoided,  if  some 
of  you  gentlemen  of  the  Congress,  in  the  course  of  conver- 
sation with  the  Chief  Justice  and  others,  would  represent 
the  disadvantages  which  must  result  to  him,  in  case  his 
causes  should  be  hurried  to  trial. 

That  Colonel  Reed  is  clever  in  his  business,  and  useful 
to  me,  is  too  apparent  to  mention.  I  should  do  equal  in- 
justice, therefore,  to  his  abilities  and  merit,  were  I  not  to 
acid,  that  his  services  here  are  too  important  to  be  lost,  and 
that  1  could  wish  to  have  him  considered  in  this  point  of 
view  by  your  honourable  body,  when  occasion  shall  fa- 
vour. 

I  shall  take  it  kind  of  you  to  give  me,  fiom  time  to  time, 
such  authentick  intelligence  of  the  manui'uvres  of  the  Minis- 
try as  you  think  may  be  relied  on.  We  get  none  but 
newspaper  accounts  here,  and  these  vciy  imperfect. 

I  am,  with  sincere  esteem  and  regard,  dear  Sir,  your  af- 
fectionate friend  and  countryman, 

George  \Vashington. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Camp  at  Cambii.lico,  Oclob.r  2'^.  1775. 

Sir  :  Since  1  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  you  last,  no 
material  occurrence  has  happened  in  our  camp.  Deputy- 
Governour  Grisivold  was  desirous  of  taking  the  minutes  of 
the  conference  with  the  Delegates  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress with  him,  but  they  were  so  lengthy  the  time  did  not 
admit  of  it.  As  soon  as  they  can  be  copied  fair,  they  shall 
be  transmitted. 

1  was  somewhat  surprised  to  find  that,  in  one  of  the 
Regiments  lately  from  Connecticut,  a  Doctor  Chcnci/  had 
been  conmiissioned  as  a  Surgeon.  As  I  am  persuaded  he 
must  have  obtained  this  appointment  by  some  misrepre- 
sentation, I  think  it  proper  to  apprize  you  of  his  conduct 
and  behaviour.  Last  summer,  being  suspected  of  fraudu- 
lent draughts  upon  the  Commissary  store,  and  other  mal- 
practices, it  was  proposed  to  bring  him  to  a  trial;  which  he 
evaded  by  requesting  a  dismission,  which  was  granted  him. 
After  which,  I  am  very  credibly  informed,  he  returned  to 
his  Colony,  where  he  has  propagated  the  most  infamous 
reports  of  some  of  the  General  Officers — reports  lending 
to  impress  the  minds  of  the  soldiery  and  Country  with  pre- 
judices which  would  dissolve  that  confidence  which  ought  to 
subsist  between  troops  and  their  officers.  Since  he  has  re- 
turned to  camp  he  has  renewed  his  draughts  upon  the  stores, 
but  being  immediately  detected,  I  have  ordered  him  under 
arrest,  and  hope  sufficient  evidence  may  be  had  to  convict 
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him,  so  as  to  rid  the  Army  of  him  entirely.  But  I  beg 
leave  to  intimate  to  you  the  propriety  of  observing  some 
caution  in  giving  commissions  to  persons  who  have  been 
discharged,  before  you  are  apprized  of  the  reasons  of  their 
leaving  the  Army. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  the  Commissary-General  is  in  a  fair 
way  of  recovery.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  we 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  in  the  camp. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  much  regard  and  esteem,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  George  Washington. 
To  Governour  Trumbull,  Connecticut. 

P.  S.  Have  you  heard  any  thing  of  the  lead  proposed 
to  be  sent  from  Albany  \n  August!  Allow  me  to  call  your 
attention  to  this  important  article. 

general  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  COOKE. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  October  29,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  '25111  instant  came  safely  to 
hand.  Captain  Whipple's  voyage  has  been  unfortunate: 
but  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  command  success,  though  it 
is  always  our  duty  to  deserve  it.  I  hope  he  will  be  more 
successful  in  his  intended  voyage,  if  it  is  proposed  in  con- 
sequence of  the  direction  of  the  Congress.  I  think  it 
proper  you  should  apprize  him  that  two  schooners  have 
sailed  from  hence  to  the  mouth  of  St.  Lawrence  River, 
upon  the  same  service,  commanded  by  Captain  Brougli- 
ion  and  Captain  Selinan.  The  signal  which  they  have 
agreed  on  to  distinguish  each  other,  and  to  be  known  to 
their  friends,  is  the  ensign  up  to  the  main  toppinglift.  I 
agree  with  you  that  the  attachment  of  our  Bermudian 
brethren  ought  to  recommend  them  to  the  favourable  re- 
gards of  their  friends  o(  America,  and  I  doubt  not  it  will. 
1  shall  certainly  take  a  proper  opportunity  to  make  their 
case  known  to  the  honourable  Continental  Congress. 

I  shall  be  happy  in  every  opportunity  to  show  the 
regard  and  esteem  with  which  1  am  your  Honour's  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Governour  Cooke,  Rhode-Island. 


colonel  JOSEPH   REED   TO   CAPTAIN    COIT. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  October  29,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  26tli  instant  came  to  hand  this 
moment.  I  am  very  sorry  for  the  accident  that  happened, 
but  we  hope  more  care  will  be  taken  in  future.  The  ves- 
sel was  well  recommended,  and  as  she  is  a  good  sailer,  we 
hope  you  will  soon  put  yourself  in  a  better.  We  expect 
a  brig  and  a  schooner,  taken  at  Martha's  Vineyard,  will 
be  in  Plymouth  in  a  few  days.  Major  Tupper,  who  took 
them,  requested  they  might  be  fitted  out  from  hence,  to 
which  the  advance  of  the  season,  &c.,  was  objected  ;  but 
the  General  consented  he  might  take  one  of  them,  if  he 
could  man  and  fit  her  out  at  Plymouth  immediately.  If 
he  should  want  one  of  them,  he  is  to  have  her  upon  those 
terms;  but  you  may  have  the  other,  if  you  can  immediately 
shift  into  her,  without  loss  of  time;  but  we  rather  vvisli 
you  should  proceed  in  the  Harrison,  as  she  is  fitted  out, 
and  sails  well.  There  are  a  great  many  vessels  on  the 
coast,  so  that  you  may  do  your  Country  great  service,  and 
acquire  much  honour  yourself,  if  you  proceed  immediately. 
It  is  under  the  consideration  of  Congress  to  give  the  offi- 
cers and  men  one  clear  third  of  the  whole,  without  any 
reserve;  which  I  mention  for  your  encouragement. 

I  wish  you  all  possible  success  ;  and  am,  Sir,  your  very 
humble  servant,  Joseph  Reed,  Sec'y. 

To  Captain  Coit,  Plymouth. 


colonel  JOSEPH    REED  TO  CAPTAIN   EPHRAl.M   BOWEN,  JUN. 
Head-Quarters,  October  29,  1775. 

Sir:  Captain  Coit  has  informed  me  of  the  accident 
which  happened  to  his  vessel,  through  the  stiqiidity  and 
unskilfulness  of  the  pilot.  We  wonder  we  did  not  hear 
from  you  or  Martindale,  by  the  return  of  this  messenger, 
as  we  are  quite  at  a  loss  about  the  ammunition  to  be  got 
from  hence,  and  the  time  of  marching  the  men  to  Ply- 
mouth. However,  as  by  all  accounts  the  vessel  is  ready, 
I  have  ordered  the  men  to  have  notice  to  march  to-inoi' 
row,  or  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit. 
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A  gentleman  from  Plymouth  informs  us  this  morning 
that  they  cannot  spare  the  ])ovvder  from  the  stock,  unless 
it  is  immediately  replaced.  You  will,  therefore,  he  par- 
ticular in  your  account,  that  we  may  know  how  to  repay 
it.  They  speak  of  a  brass  field-piece  which  they  cannot 
well  spare.  You  will  also  leave  it,  unless  it  is  indispensa- 
bly necessary  for  the  vessels;  which  we  cannot  suppose. 

You  may  let  Captain  Martindak  know  that  it  is  under 
consideration  of  Congress  to  allow  a  great  share  of  prizes 
to  the  oflicers  and  men.  We  hope  ail  will  exert  them- 
selves for  the  common  good  of  our  Country.  Two  of  our 
vessels  sail  out  o(  JMnrblchcad  to-day,  if  the  weather  per- 
mits; two  are  already  gone  lo  the  eastward. 

I  am,  in  haste,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Rcf.d. 
To  Captain  Ephraim  Botvcn,  Jun.,  I'lymouth. 


of  their  accounts,  to  Head-Quarters,  before  their  bills  are 
to  be  answered. 

No  bills  are  yet  drawn  or  warrants  given  upon  this  ac- 
count. 1  would  humbly  recommend  that  the  Paymaster- 
General  should  open  an  account  for  the  armed  vessels,  and 
charge  them  outfits;  that  the  money,  or  value  of  prizes 
taken,  be  sent  to  him  and  credited — from  which  it  will,  at 
one  view,  be  seen  what  is  the  profit  or  loss,  and  be  kept 
distinct  from  the  Army  accounts. 

Mr.  Moi/lan  having  been  employed  in  this  service,  and 
from  his  education  understanding  shipping,  I  should  ap- 
prehend a  very  proper  person  to  control  the  accounts 
that  will  be  sent  in  for  the  fitting  out  those  vessels. 

Joseph  Reed. 
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A    LIST    OF    THE     AHMED    VESSELS    AND   A   STATE    OF    THEM. 

At  Salem  ami  Marhkhatd. 

1st.  The  Lynch,  schooner,  commanded  by  Captain 
Bioughton. 

2d.  The  Frankkn,  schooner,  commanded  by  Captain 
Selman.  Both  the  above  vessels  have  sailed  from  Mar- 
bkhead,  with  seventy  men  each,  lo  the  River  St.  Law- 
rence,  per  the  special  order  of  Congress.  See  their  addi- 
tional instructions. 

3d.  The  Lee,  schooner,  commanded  by  Captain  Man- 
ley,  fitted  out  at  Marbluhend.  Sailed  October  29,  on  a 
cruise. 

N.  B.  Captain  Glover  having  waived  his  rank,  and  gone 
as  Lieutenant,  I  have  given  him  expectations  that  if  he 
lieliuves  well  the  Genera!  will  give  him  the  command  of 
the  next  vessel  fitted  out  from  that  ])lace,  if  there  should 
be  any  more. 

4ih.  The  fVorren,  schooner,  commanded  by  Captain 
Adams,  of  ihe  New- Hampshire  troops;  she  sails  the  30th. 
Each  of  the  above  vessels  carries  four  four-pounders,  with 
twenty  rounds  for  each  cannon,  ten  swivels,  and  twenty 
rounds.     The  two  last  vessels  carry  fifty  men  each. 

Agents:  Tristram  Dallon,  Esq.,  Ncwburyport;  Joshua 
IVciitworth,  Esq.,  rortsinoulh. 

At  Plymouth. 

1st.  The  fVashington.  Tliis  is  a  fine  vessel,  mounts 
tcni  carriage-guns,  and  is  commanded  by  Captain  ])lariin- 
(!ak,o{  Rhode-Lland.  She  expects  to  sail  tlie30lh.  The 
crew  have  not  gone  down,  but  I  have  wrote  to  General 
Greene  to  order  them  away  as  soon  as  the  weather  will 
admit.    This  vessel  will  carry  eighty  or  one  hundred  men. 

2d.  The  Harrison,  schooner,  commanded  by  Captain 
Coit,  of  Connecticut.  She  is  now  out.  She  carries  fifty 
men,  four  carriage-guns,  and  ten  swivels.  Agent,  IVilliam 
Watson,  Esc|.,  Plymouth. 

Captain  Boivcn  is  at  that  place,  superintending  the  out- 
fit of  the  vessel.  Each  of  the  above  vessels  have  a  Sur- 
geon— their  boxes  of  medicine  prepared  at  the  Hospital. 

Ammunition  for  the  vessels  iVom  Marbkhcad  has  been 
sent  from  camp;  that  for  those  at  Plymouth  has  been  pro- 
vided by  the  Town,  but  is  to  he  replaced  as  soon  as  an 
account  is  given  by  Captain  Brown.  Two  hundred  bar- 
rels of  flour  at  Salem,  for  the  use  of  these  vessels,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Agent. 

Mr.  Moylan  and  Colonel  Glover  are  at  .SV(/c7/i  and  Mar- 
blehcad,  superintending  the  vessels  which  have  been  and 
ari^  fitting  out  there. 

Major  1'upper  having  expressed  some  drsire  to  go  out 
in  one  of  the  vessels  he  has  taken  at  Martha's  T'incyard, 
has  had  leave,  provided  he  can  man  and  fit  her  outal  Ply- 
mouth immediately;  otherwise  not,  as  the  season  is  far  ad- 
vanced. 

Captain  Coit  is  out  in  the  vessel  first  fitted,  but  thinks 
she  is  rather  old  and  weak  ;  he  has  leave  to  take  one  of  the 
late  captures,  if  he  can  do  it  without  loss  of  time  ;  but  is 
advised  rather  to  keep  in  the  vessel  fitted  out  till  he  can 
take  a  better. 

Mr.  Watson,  Agent  at  Plymouth,  has  directions  to  ad- 
vance moneys  to  Major  Tupper  anA  those  who  assisted  him, 
lor  which  he  has  the  prizes,  &,c.,  in  hand. 

The  Agents  are  directed  by  their  instructions  to  send 
their  bills,  with   the  vouchers  and  an  aflldavit  of  the  truth 


f.ENERAL    SULLIVAN   TO   GENEllAL   WASHINGTON. 

Portsmouth,  October  'Jit,  177j. 

May  it  please  volr  Excellency:  1  arrived  here  in 
about  twenty-four  hours  after  I  left  you.  Have  collected 
powder  so  as  to  make  up  near  thirty  baiTels,  and  have 
since  been  preparing  to  set  an  example  to  the  other  sea- 
ports, by  setting  the  fleet  at  defiance.  Upon  my  arrival, 
I  was  surprised  to  find  that  the  boom  so  much  talked  of 
was  not  prepared  ;  that  the  bridge  intended  for  crossing 
from  the  main  lo  the  island,  whereon  stands  the  [)rincipal 
foit,  (called  Fort  Washington,)  had  nothing  more  done 
than  one  pier  sunk  ;  that  there  was  not  a  foot  of  the  para- 
pet over  which  a  man  might  fire,  or  even  see  his  enemy; 
that  the  embrasures  at  the  fort  were  horizontal,  as  well  as 
the  top  of  the  parapets  ;  and,  in  short,  not  a  moment's 
defence  could  be  made,  or  annoyance  given  to  the  enemy, 
either  with  cannon  or  small-arms.  I  immediately  collected 
a  number  of  gondolas,  moored  them  head  and  stern,  laid 
])ieces  from  one  to  the  other,  and  plank  across,  and  soon 
completed  the  bridge.  I  then  turned  my  attention  to  the 
boom,  and  in  two  days  got  it  across,  but  found  it  could  not 
stand  the  rapidity  of  the  tide;  it  soon  broke,  and  we  have 
again  fixed  it,  so  that  I  hope  it  may  hold  ;  but  lest  it  should 
deceive  us,  I  have  taken  a  number  of  ships,  and  moored 
them  above,  with  a  great  quantity  of  combustible  matter 
in  them,  and  shall  to-morrow  have  them  chained  together, 
and,  in  case  the  boom  should  give  way,  set  those  vessels 
in  flames.  I  have  also  a  great  number  of  fire  rafts  ready 
to  let  loose  upon  them.  1  have  altered  the  works,  and,  I 
trust,  made  them  fit  for  defence,  and  J  doubt  not  will,  in 
two  or  three  days  more,  he  completely  prepared. 

I  am  extremely  thankful  to  your  Excellency  for  the 
riflemen  sent  to  our  assistance;  it  has  indeed  liiled  our 
people  with  gratitude;  and  that  my  coming  down  was 
ecjually  agreeable,  your  Excellency  will  see  by  the  en- 
closed letter  from  their  Committee  of  Safely. 

1  have  seen  some  men  that  were  on  board  the  fleet  after 
the  destruction  o(  Falmouth.  Captain  Moivat  showed  his 
orders,  which  were  to  burn  all  the  sea-ports  east  of  Bos- 
ton. When  he  departed  from  Falmouth,  he  told  them 
that  he  must  go  to  Boston,  and  take  a  recruit  of  shells, 
carcasses,  &ic.,and  then  would  visit  Portsmouth.  I  expect 
him  daily,  but  in  case  he  does  not  arrive  in  a  few  days, 
shall  des|)air  of  his  coming. 

I  must  beg  your  Excellency  to  give  me  intelligence  of 

anv  movement  of  their  ships,  with  any  orders  you  may 

think  proper,  with   respect  to  my  conduct  while   here.      I 

shall   give  the  earliest  intelligence  of  any  thing  material; 

and   remain,  with  great   esteem,  your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  servant,  ■,  ,,  ,  ^ 

John  Sullivan. 

His  Excellency  General  JVashington. 

P.  S.  I  enclose  a  letter  sent  from  the  eastward,  which 
was  enclosed  in  one  to  me,  signed  by  one  Major  Goodwin, 
of  Pownalburough.  That  infernal  crew  of  Tories,  who 
have  laughed  at  the  Congress,  despised  the  friends  to  lib- 
erty, endeavoured  to  prevent  fortifying  this  harbour,  and 
strove  to  hurt  the  credit  of  the  Continental  money,  and  are 
yet  endeavouring  it,  walk  the  streets  here  with  impunity, 
and  will,  with  a  sneer,  tell  the  people  in  the  streets  that  all 
our  liberty-poles  will  soon  be  converted  into  gallows.  I 
nuist  entreat  your  Excellency  to  give  some  directions  what 
to  do  with  those  persons,  as  I  am  fully  convinced  that  if 
an  engagement  was  to  happen,  they  would,  with  their  own 
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hands,  set  fire  to  the  Town,  expecting  a  reward  from  tlio 
Ministry  for  siicii  liellisli  service.  Some  who  liave  for  a 
long  time  employed  themselves  in  ridicuhng  and  discour- 
asring  those  who  were  endeavouring  to  save  the  Town, 
liave  now  turned  upon  me,  and  are  Hying  from  one  street 
to  anotiier,  proclaiming  tliat  you  gave  me  no  authority  or 
license  to  take  ships  to  secure  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
or  did  any  thing  more  than  send  me  here  to  see  the  Town 
reduced  to  ashes,  if  our  enemies  thought  proper.  Sir,  I 
shall  wait  your  directions  respecting  those  \illains,  and  see 
that  they  are  strictly  complied  with  by  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  servant,  J.  S. 


IDDKESS    OF  THE    GENTLEMKi 


OF  THE    BOROUGH   OF 


Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  principal  In- 
habitants of  the  Borough  of  Derby,  presented  to  His  Ma- 
jesty by  Daniel  Parker  Coke,  Estjuire,  Petitioner  for  the 
Borough  of  Derbij. 

To  the  Kings  Most  ExccJlent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Gcnthincn,  Clergy,  and  prin- 
cipal Inhabitants  of  the  Borongh  of  Derby. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Bo- 
rough of  Derby,  tridy  sensible  of  the  many  blessings  we 
enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  wise  and  equitable  administra- 
tion, beg  leave  to  approach  your  throne  with  professions 
of  the  most  sincere  gratitude  and  unalterable  allegiance. 
Such  professions  we  look  upon  as  peculiarly  necessary  at 
this  critical  season,  when  a  considerable  number  of  your 
Majesty's  subjects  in  America,  intiamed  by  the  artifices  of 
a  disappointed  and  desperate  faction  in  our  own  Country, 
have  bid  defiance  to  the  authority  of  the  British  Legisla- 
ture, and  have  risen  into  actual  and  avowed  rebellion.  Re- 
lying entirely  upon  the  justice  and  prudence  of  your  Ma- 
jesty and  your  Parliament,  we  presume  not  to  prescribe 
the  measures  which  may  be  thought  proper  for  the  sup- 
pression of  these  unwarrantable  and  treasonable  proceed- 
ings. We  are  convinced  that  every  method  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  Government  and  the  preservation  of 
the  Constitution,  will  be  used  to  prevent  the  effusion  of 
ijlood,  and  to  restore  peace  and  unanimity  to  the  Colonies. 
But  if  (as  we  have  too  much  reason  to  ap|iiehend)  these  de- 
luded men  should  so  far  continue  to  abuse  your  Majesty's 
clemency,  as  to  draw  down  upon  themselves  the  awful 
vengeance  of  the  Parent  State,  we  do,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  shall  always  willingly 
exert  our  utmost  endea\ours  to  maintain  inviolate  the  hon- 
our of  your  crown,  and  to  assert  the  authority  of  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament  in  every  part  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions. 

That  your  Majesty  may  long  reign  in  tlie  hearts  of  a 
free,  happy,  and  united  people,  is  the  earnest  jjrayer  of 
your  Majesty's  ever  fiitliful  subjects  and  servants. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  I'M  ILADEI.I'Il  I A  TO  A  GEN- 
TLEMAN IN  LONDON,  DATED  OCTOBER  30,  1775. 

Orders  are  given  to  fortify  our  river,  that  no  ship  of  war 
can  come  up  without  much  hot  work,  and  tlie  Militia  still 
continue  to  exercise  with  as  much  assiduity  as  ever.  All  the 
conmiissioned  officers  for  the  new  standing  army  are  nearly 
appointed,  and  it  is  thought  the  Companies  will  he  filled 
up  directly,  as  the  people,  for  montlis  past,  have  been  cry- 
ing out  for  the  measure.  A  very  considerable  quantity  of 
gunpowder  is  lately  arrived  m  Neiv- England,  which,  when 
it  readies  the  camp,  it  is  expected  to  bring  on  a  very  warm 
(lay,  however  late  we  are  now  in  autumn. 

The  people  in  Maryland  and  Tlrginia  have  begun  to 
dig  up  their  tobacco-houses,  and  lixiviate  the  eartli  for 
nitre;  and  what  would  seem  incredible,  had  a  person  of 
less  credibility  than  Doctor  Boyd,  of  Baltimore,  related  it, 
two  ounces  of  saltpetre  have  been  obtained  from  two  quarts 
of  loam.  This  success  has  excited  a  perfect  enthusiasm 
throughout  the  Country,  and  the  manufacture  of  nitre  will 
be  every  where  domestick.  I  know  of  three  lead  mines 
myself,  whose  ore  yields  seventy-five  per  cent.,  and  we 
have  assurance  of  as  much  copper  from  the  Jerseys  as  will 
furnish  us  with  as  many  field-pieces  as  we  can  wish  to  em- 
ploy. 


JOSEPH  TRUMBULL  TO   GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Ijcbanoii,  October  30,  1775. 

May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  ExcELLENCv:  I  havc  been  very 
unhappily  detained  here  by  sickness,  which  has  been  very 
severe  ;  but,  by  the  goodness  of  God,  is  now  going  off;  and 
as  that  goes  off,  my  anxiety  about  my  business  increases. 
1  sent,  some  time  ago,  a  request  to  your  Excellency  for  a 
supply  of  cash,  without  which  nothing  can  be  done;  that 
cash  1  have  not  received,  which,  possibly,  was  well  judged 
in  my  friends,  considering  the  then  alarming  state  of  my 
health.  I  have  now  procured  Captain  fVadswortk,  the 
bearer,  to  wait  on  your  Excellency  in  my  name  and  stead, 
to  request  a  warrant  to  the  Paymaster-General  for  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  dollars ;  the  greatest  part  of 
which  is  now  due  to  my  agents  in  New-  York  and  this 
Colony,  and  the  rest  will  be  needed  by  them  immediately, 
to  make  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  Army  within  my 
department  for  the  coming  winter.  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
attend  my  duty  in  camp  again,  but  have  been  and  am 
reduced  so  low  that  it  must  be  two  or  three  weeks  first ; 
however,  your  Excellency  may  depend  on  my  attendance, 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  thought  prudent  for  me  to  venture. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Trumbull,  Corny  Gen. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  October  30,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  two  last  favours,  and  thank- 
fully accept  the  early  intelligence  given  by  that  of  the  24th 
instant,  with  the  deposition  therein  transmitted  to  me.  On 
this  occasion  I  ask  your  favour  to  recommend  and  send  to 
me  a  skilful  Engineer,  if  one  can  be  spared,  to  view  the 
situation  and  circumstances  of  our  port  of  New-London, 
to  consider  and  direct  the  most  eligible  manner  of  fortifying 
the  same,  whether  by  fixed  or  floating  batteries,  and  to 
make  proper  estimates  of  the  expense. 

Our  gentlemen,  sent  to  represent  this  Colony  at  the 
conference  with  the  Committee  from  the  honourable  gen- 
eral Congress,  are  returned,  and  have  given  me  a  verbal 
account  of  the  proceedings  and  report  thereon.  The  want 
of  time  prevented  their  bringing  a  copy;  please  to  for- 
ward one  to  me  by  this  opportunity. 

The  Commissary-General  hath  been  very  sick  with  the 
dysentery  since  his  coming  hither;  by  divine  goodness  he 
is  in  a  good  way  of  recovery;  hope  he  will  be  able  to  re- 
turn, as  soon  as  may  be,  with  safety  to  his  health. 

1  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard.  Sir,  your  most  obe- 


dient humble  servant 


Jonathan  Trumbull. 


His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

At  a  County  Congress  held  at  Fairfield,  within  and  for 
the  County  of  Fairfeld,  Connecticut,  on  the  30th  day  o( 
October,  Anno  Domini  1775. 

Gold  Selleck  Silliman,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

Whereas  complaint  and  information  hath  this  day  been 
made  to  this  Congress,  against  James  Hayt,  Jun.,  of  Strat- 
ford, in  said  County,  for  that  the  said  James  Hayt,  Jun., 
hath,  within  two  months  last  past,  imported  a  quantity  of 
India  Tea  into  said  Stratford,  from  New-York,  knowingly; 
and,  also,  that  the  said  James  Hayt,  Jun.,  hath,  within  said 
two  months,  taken  in  and  carried  freight  on  board  his  boat, 
for  one  Arnold  Glover,  of  Newtown,  in  said  County,  a 
person  gazetted  "  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  this  Country." 

And  whereas  those  Members  of  said  Congress,  who  be- 
long to  said  Stratford,  are  of  the  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion in  that  Town,  they,  and  the  said  James  Hayt,  p\rn\y 
move  that  said  Congress  take  cognizance  of  said  complaint. 
After  long  debate  upon  jurisdiction,  voted  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Whereupon,  the  parties  exhibited  the  evidence  and 
proofs  in  the  case,  and  were  fully  heard  in  their  pleas  and 
allegations.  On  consideration  whereof.  Voted,  nem.  con., 
That  the  said  James  Hayt  is  guilty  of  the  last  article  of 
charge  in  said  complaint,  viz  :  that  he  hath  taken  in  and 
carried  freight  on  board  his  Boat,  for  Arnold  Glover,  of 
Ncivlown,  in  said  County — a  person  duly  published  in  a 
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publick  Gazette  as  being  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  this 
Country. 

Ordered  to  be  published  in  the  Gazenc,lhal  James  Haijt, 
Jun.,  oi  Stratford,  is  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  Conti- 
nental Association,  with  the  above  proceedings,  to  the  end 
that  all  such  foes  to  the  rights  of  iiria'i/t  ^/nenca  may 
be  publickly  known  and  universally  contemned,  as  enemies 
oi  American  liberty. 

Personally  appeared  sa\A  James  llaijt,am\  acknowledged 
his  guilt,  expressed  his  sorrow  for  it,  and  promised  amend- 
ment for  the  future,  and  prayed  to  be  restored  to  the  good 
opinion  and  favour  of  his  acquaintance  and  countrymen. 

looted,  That  the  Committee  for  said  County  be  apjioint- 
ed  and  empowered,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and 
empowered,  to  receive,  examine,  and  approve  of  such  con- 
fession as  to  them  shall  apjiear  satisfiictory. 

Examined  :  A.\Dut;w  Rowland,  Clerk. 


Whereas  I  have  been  guilty  of  violating  the  Continen- 
tal Association,  as  njentioned  in  the  minutes  of  the  County 
Congress  ;  I  acknowledge  said  judgment  to  be  right  and 
just,  am  sorry  for  my  fault,  promise  reformation,  and  humbly 
desire  that  1  may  be  restored  to  the  friendship  of  my  Coun- 
try; and  I  hereby  promise  1  will  faithfully  observe  the 
doings  of  said  Continental  Association,  and  will  use  my 
faithful  endeavours  to  carry  the  same  into  execution  in  all 
the  parts  thereof.  As  witness  my  hand,  this  2.5th  of  i\o- 
vembcr,  1775.  James  Hayt,  Jun. 

AVe  approve  of  the  above  and  foregoing  Confession,  and 
desire  that  Mr.  Hnijt  may  be  restored  to  the  friendship  of 
his  Country.  Jonathan  Sturgis,^ 

Thaddeus  Bukr,      1   Committee- 
JoB  Baktkam,  (       Men. 

Andrew  Rowland,  ) 


GENERAL  GATES  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN. 

Heeid-QiKirtcrs,  October  30,  1775. 
Sir:  His  Excellency  General  fVasliiiigton  directs  me  to 
acquaint  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  publick  service  that  you 
he  at  Cambridge  on  Wednesday  night,  as  the  vessels  that 
were  expected  at  Portsmouth  are  said  to  be  returned  to 
Boston.  I  apprehend  they  have  laid  aside  their  design 
upon  Fortsmouth  for  the  present.  The  General  is  now- 
confident,  from  your  vigilance,  that  the  enemy  can  only 
meet  with  disgrace,  should  they  dare  to  make  their  appear- 
ance before  that  Town. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 
Brigadier-General  Sullivan. 


Gf.NERAL     WASHINGTON     TO    THE     GENERAL     ASSEMBLY     OF 
MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

I ■,11111)  at  CainbridRR,  October  30,  177.5. 

Sir:  At  the  instance  and  request  of  tiic  Committee  of 
Cape- Ann,  I  despatched  Major  A/ason  to  survey  and  make 
a  report  of  such  woiks  of  defence  as  were  already  con- 
structed there,  and  how  far  any  new  one  might  be  neces- 
sary. From  his  observations  and  account,  I  find  that  a 
battery  may  be  erected,  to  the  great  advantage  and  security 
of  the  place;  but  the  sn)all  stock  of  artillery,  belonging  to 
the  Army,  prevents  me  from  sujiplying  the  materials  for 
this  purpose.  I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  acquaint 
you  vvitli  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  you  may  make 
the  best  provision  for  this  necessity;  and  have  also  sent 
Major  il7«4-o«  down  to  you,  that  particular  inquiry,  if  de- 
sired, may  be  made.  Be  pleased  to  communicate  this  in- 
formalion  to  vour  honourable  House. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect, 

George  Washington. 
The  Won.  James  Warren,  Esc].,  Speaker,  &ic. 


EDMUND  RANDOLPH  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  ARUNDEL. 
Head.Quarters,  Camp  at  Cambridge,  October  30,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  2'lth  in- 
stant, returning  the  names  of  six  persons  who  have  unne- 


cessarily absented  themselves  from  their  duty  in  the  Ame- 
rican Army.  He  cannot  but  esteem  this  information  as  a 
proof  of  your  attachment  to  the  general  interest  and  com- 
mon cause. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  fcc, 

E.  Randolph,  Aid-de-Camj^. 
To  the  Committee  of  yl/-»;i(/t/. 


colonel  JOSEPH   REEIi  TO  COLONEL  GLOVER  AND  STEPHEN 

moylan. 

Head-Quarters,  October  311,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  favour  of  the  23th  came  last  even- 
ing. Captain  Adams  is  ordered  to  march  immediately. 
Colonel  Burbeck  is  preparing  the  ammunition,  and  1  hope 
every  thing  will  be  got  in  such  order  as  to  have  them  with- 
out delay.  The  General  approves  of  tiie  detaining  the 
twenty  men.  The  Captain  (Glover)  will,  if  he  behaves 
as  we  exjject,  have  a  vessel  soon,  when  he  will  have  it  in 
his  ])ower  to  oblige  a  friend.  Mr.  Randolph  will,  with 
this,  forward  the  accounts  of  the  rations,  and  also  a  set  of 
the  instructions,  signed  agreeable  to  your  desire.  1  am  just 
setting  out  for  Philadelphia,  so  that  in  future  you  will  di- 
rect to  Mr.  Randolph. 

You  have  both,  Gentlemen,  my  best  wishes  of  health 
and  happiness,  and  am  your  most  obedient  and  very  hum- 

J.  Reed,  Se 


ble  servant, 

To  Col.  Glover  and  Stephen  Moylan,  Esq. 


'■.'/• 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO    THE    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Road  November  7,  1775.] 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  October  30,  1775. 

Sir:  The  information  which  the  gentlemen,  who  have 
lately  gone  from  hence,  can  give  the  Congress,  of  the  slate 
and  situation  of  the  Army,  would  have  made  a  letter  unne- 
cessary, if  I  did  not  suppose  there  would  be  some  anxiety 
to  know  the  intentions  of  the  Army  on  the  suliject  of  their 
re-enlistment.  Agreeable  to  the  advice  of  those  gentle- 
men, and  my  opinion,  1  iunnediately  began  by  directing  all 
such  oflicers  as  proposed  to  continue,  to  signily  their  inten- 
tions as  soon  as  possible.  A  great  number  of  the  returns 
are  come  in,  from  which  I  find  that  a  very  great  proportion 
of  the  officers  of  the  rank  of  Crq^tains,  and  under,  will  re- 
tire ;  from  present  appeaiances  I  may  say  half;  but  at  least 
one-third.  It  is  with  some  concern,  also,  that  I  observe 
that  many  of  the  officers  who  retire,  discourage  the  continu- 
ance of  the  men,  and,  1  fear,  will  communicate  the  infec- 
tion to  them.  Some  have  advised  that  those  officers  who 
decline  the  service  should  be  immediately  dismissed  ;  but 
this  would  be  very  dangerous  and  inconvenient.  I  confess 
I  have  great  anxieties  upon  this  subject ;  though  I  still  hope 
the  pay  and  terms  are  so  advantageous,  that  interest,  and 
I  hope  also  a  regard  to  their  Country,  will  retain  a  greater 
proportion  of  the  privates  than  their  officers.  In  so  im- 
portant a  matter  I  shall  esteem  it  my  indispensable  duty 
not  only  to  act  with  all  jiossible  prudence,  but  to  give  the 
most  early  and  constant  advice  of  my  progress. 

A  supply  of  clothing,  equal  to  our  necessities,  would 
greatly  contribute  to  the  encouragement  and  satisfaction  of 
the  men  ;  in  every  point  of  view  it  is  so  important,  that  I 
beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Congress  to  it  in  a 
particular  manner. 

A  Sergeant  has  just  come  in  from  BnnJcer's  Hill,  but 
brings  no  important  news. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  all  possible  respect.  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  iiunibic  servani, 

George  Washington. 


ORDERS   BY  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Head. Quarters,  October  95,  1775. 
(Pnrolf,  litiili-d^r.)  CCoiintci-sig:ii,  Gtnlsilcn.) 

Otway  Byrd,  Esq.,  is  appointed  to  act  as  Aid-de-Camp 
to  Major-General  Lee,  during  the  absence  of  Samuel  GriJ- 
fen,  Esq.,  and  is  to  be  obeyed  as  such. 

For  the  future.  Peas  and  Beans  are  to  be  valued  by 
the  Commissary-General  at  six  Shillings,  lawful  money,  a 
bushel. 
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Hoad-Quartora,  Cambridge,  October  2G,  1775. 
(Parole,  Camden.)  (CounlL-rsign,  Burke. J 

As  several  of  die  Oflicers  liave  not  yet  signified  their  in- 
tentions respecting  the  requisitions  contained  in  the  orders 
of  tlie  '22d  instant,  and  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit 
of  no  delay,  the  General  directs  that  every  Officer  in  the 
Army  do  forthwith  declare  to  his  Colonel  or  commanding 
Oliicer  of  the  Regiment  to  which  he  belongs,  whether  he 
will  or  will  not  continue  in  the  service  until  the  last  day 
of  December,  1776,  if  the  Continental  Congress  shall  think 
it  expedient  to  retain  him  so  long.  This  declaration  must 
be  made  in  explicit  terms,  and  not  conditional,  as  the  Con- 
gress are  to  be  advised  thereof  immediately,  in  order  that 
])roper  steps  may  be  taken  to  provide  other  Oflicers  and 
other  men,  if  necessary.  The  times,  and  the  importance 
of  the  great  cause  we  are  engaged  in,  allow  no  room  for 
hesitation  and  delay.  When  life,  liberty,  and  property, 
are  at  stake;  when  our  Country  is  in  danger  of  being  a 
melancholy  scene  of  bloodshed  and  desolation  ;  when  our 
Towns  are  laid  in  ashes,  and  innocent  women  and  chiltlren 
driven  from  their  peaceful  habitations,  exposed  to  the 
rigour  of  an  inclement  season,  and  to  the  hand  of  charity, 
perhaps,  for  a  support;  when  calamities  like  these  are 
staring  us  in  the  face,  and  a  brutal  savage  enemy,  more  so 
than  was  ever  yet  found  in  a  civilized  nation,  are  threaten- 
ing us,  and  every  thing  we  hold  dear,  with  destruction  from 
foreign  Troo])s,  it  little  becomes  tlie  character  of  a  soldier 
to  shrink  from  danger,  and  condition  for  new  terms.  It  is 
the  General's  intention  to  indulge  both  OtKcers  and  Sol- 
diers, who  compose  the  new  Army,  with  furloughs,  to  be 
absent  a  reasonable  time;  but  it  must  be  done  in  such  a 
manner  as  not  to  injure  the  service,  or  weaken  the  Army 
too  much  at  once.  The  General  also  thinks  that  he  can 
take  upon  himself  to  assuie  the  Oflicers  and  Soldiers  of 
the  new  Army,  that  they  will  receive  their  pay  once  a 
month,  regularly,  after  the  terms  of  their  |)resent  enlist- 
ments are  expired.  The  Major  of  each  Brigade  is  fur- 
nished with  the  form  of  a  return  to  be  made  to  the  Colonel 
or  commanding  Ofliccr  of  each  Regiment,  of  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Commissioned  Oflicers  therein  ;  and  it  is 
expected  that  a  retuin  thereof  will  be  made  on  Satunlai/ 
morning,  without  fail,  as  no  longer  time  can  be  allowed. 

The  General  is  willing  to  grant  one  month's  pay  to  such 
Regiments  and  Corps  as  are  in  want  of  money  for  the  pur- 
chase of  necessaries,  and  abstracts  are  to  be  made  out  for 
the  month  of  September  accordingly. 

Iload-Quarti^rs,  Ganibridge,  October  27,  177,'). 
(Pan.l.-,  m,,;!.)  (Counu-rsig,,,  Grctne.) 

For  making  out  the  pay  abstracts  for  the  month  of  Scji- 
tcmber,  the  Colonels  and  commanding  Oflicers  of  Corps 
are  not  to  include  any  Officer  or  Soldier  on  the  detachment 
with  Colonel  Arnold,  as  he  drew  full  pay,  for  that  inonlli, 
for  every  man  under  his  command. 


oin'oridgp,  October  QS,  177.3. 
whereof  Colonel  Bri(Js;c 


IIcad-QiK 

,P.T-ul.',  rul,wn:.) 

The  General    Court-M 
was  President,  is  dissolved. 

It  is  recommended  to  the  l\on-Commissioned  Oflicers 
and  Soldiers,  whose  pay  will  be  drawn  in  consequence  of 
last  Thursdai/s  orders,  (especially  to  those  whose  attach- 
ment to  the  glorious  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged,  and 
which  will  induce  them  to  continue  in  the  service  another 
year,)  to  lay  out  their  money  in  Shirts,  Shoes,  Stockings, 
and  a  good  pair  of  Leather  Breeches,  and  not  in  Coats 
and  Waistcoats,  as  it  is  intended  that  the  new  Army  shall 
be  clothed  in  uniform.  To  efll-ct  which,  the  Congress  will 
lay  in  goods  upon  the  best  terms  they  can  be  bought  any 
where  for  ready  money,  and  will  sell  them  to  the  Soldiers 
without  any  profit ;  by  which  means  a  uniform  Coat  and 
Waistcoat  will  come  cheaper  to  them  than  any  other 
clothing  of  the  like  kind  can  be  bought.  A  number  of 
Tailors  will  be  immediately  set  to  work  to  make  regi- 
mentals for  those  brave  men  who  are  willing,  at  all  hazards, 
to  defend  their  invaluable  riglits  and  privileges. 

The  undernamed  men,  in  Colonel  /FAiVfowi's  Regiment, 
to  be  sent  directly  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  viz:  David 
Clark,  Samuel  Barrett,  John  Fanner,  James  Farmer, 
Daniel  Flecmrtn,  Amns  Brovn,  Joshua  Holt,  Philip  Over- 
look, and  Joseph  Chanrpman,  to  burn  charcoal  for  the  use 


of  the  Army.  Five  wood-cutters,  from  each  Brigaile,  to 
be  added  to  those  already  ordered  to  cut  fire-wood,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 

A  General  Conrt-Marlial  to  sit  Monday  morning,  at  nine 
o'clock,  in  Cambridge,  to  try  such  prisoners  as  shall  be 
brought  before  them.  Evidences  and  persons  concerned 
to  attend  the  Court. 


Head-Qn 


diridgc,  October  31,  1775. 


As  many  Officers  and  others  have  begun  to  enlist  men 
for  the  Continental  Army,  without  orders  from  Head-Quar- 
ters, the  General  desires  tliat  an  immediate  stop  be  put 
thereto,  that  the  enlistments  be  returned,  and  that  no 
person,  for  the  future,  presume  to  interfere  in  this  matter, 
till  there  is  a  proper  establishment  of  Oflicers,  antl  those 
Oflicers  authorized  and  instructed  in  what  manner  to  pro- 
ceed. Commissions  in  the  new  Army  are  not  intended 
merely  lor  those  who  can  enlist  the  most  men,  but  for  such 
gentlemen  as  aie  most  likely  to  deserve  them.  The  Gen- 
eral would  therefore  not  have  it  even  supposed,  nor  our 
enemies  encouraged  to  believe,  that  there  is  a  man  in 
this  Army  (except  a  few  under  particular  circumstances) 
who  will  require  to  be  twice  asked  to  do  what  his  honour, 
his  personal  liberty,  the  welfare  of  his  Country,  and  the 
safely  of  his  family,  so  loudly  demand  of  him;  when  mo- 
tives, powerful  as  these,  conspire  to  call  men  into  service, 
and  when  that  service  is  rewarded  with  higher  pay  than 
jjrivate  soldiers  ever  yet  met  with  in  an\'  former  war,  the 
General  cannot  nor  will  not,  until  he  is  convinced  to  the 
contrary,  harbour  so  despicable  an  opinion  of  their  under- 
standing and  zeal  for  the  cause,  as  to  believe  they  will  de- 
sert it.  As  the  Congress  have  been  at  so  much  jiaiiis  to 
buy  goods  to  clothe  the  Army,  and  the  Quartermaster- 
General  at  great  trouble  to  collect,  upon  the  best  terms  he 
can,  such  articles  as  are  wanting  for  this  ])urpose,  he  is  di- 
rected to  reserve  those  goods  for  those  brave  soldiers  who 
are  determined  to  stand  forth  in  defence  of  their  Country 
another  year;  and  ihiit  he  may  be  al)le  to  distinguish  the=e 
from  such  as  mean  to  quit  the  service  at  the  end  of  their 
jiresent  engagement,  he  will  be  furnished  with  the  enlist- 
ments. Any  |ierson,  therefore,  (negroes  excepted,  which 
the  Congress  do  not  incline  to  enlist  again,)  coming  with 
a  proper  order,  and  will  subscribe  the  enlistment,  shall  be 
immediately  supplied.  That  every  Non-Commissioned 
Oflicer  and  Soldier  may  know  upon  what  terms  it  is  he 
engages,  he  is  hereby  informed  that  he  is  to  be  paid  by  the 
calendar  month,  at  the  jiresent  rates,  to  wit:  forty-eight 
Shillings  to  the  Sergeants,  forty-four  to  the  Corporals, 
Drums  and  Fifes,  and  forty  to  the  Privates;  which  pay  it 
is  expected  will  be  regularly  distributed  every  month. 

That  each  man  is  to  furnish  his  own  Arms,  and  gocii 
ones  ;  or,  if  Arms  is  found  him,  he  is  to  allow  six  Shillings 
for  the  use  thereof  during  the  campaign. 

That  he  is  to  pay  for  liis  clothing,  which  will  be  laid  in 
for  him  upon  the  best  terms  it  can  be  bought ;  to  do  u  hich. 
a  stoppage  often  Shillings  a  month  will  be  made  until  the 
clothing  is  paid  for. 

That  two  Dollars  will  be  allowed  every  one  of  then. 
who  brings  a  good  Blanket  of  his  own  with  him,  and  will 
have  liberty  to  carry  it  away  at  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

That  the  present  allowances  of  Provisions  will  be  con- 
tinued ;  and  every  man  who  enlists  shall  be  indulged  m 
a  reasonable  time,  to  visit  his  family  in  the  course  of  the 
winter ;  to  be  regulated  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  weaker, 
the  Army  or  injure  the  service. 

The  (juartennaster-General,  in  preparing  Barracks  ior 
the  Oflicers,  is  to  assign  one  to  eacli  complete  Corjis  under 
the  new  establishment. 


.\DDRESS   Of   THE   tOUXTV   "V    B1-:RWUK. 

Address  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  Cotmtv  of  Benriik, 
jiresented  to  His  Majesty  by  Colonel  James  Fringle,  their 
llcpresentative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majustij. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  Count;/  of 

Berwick,  in  general  meeting  assembled. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

Enjoying  under  your  Majesty  all  the  blessings  which  a 
mild  anil  enual  Government  can  bestow,  we  obrerve.  with 
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inexpressible  grief,  an  unnatunil  and  ungrateful  rebellion 
broke  out  in  part  of  your  Majesty's  Colonies,  threatening  all 
the  evils  of  civil  war. 

Witli  equal  concern  and  surjirise,  we  observe  numbers 
of  vour  Majesty's  subjects  in  America,  who  have  suHered 
no  actual  oppression,  misled  by  apprehensions  of  danger  to 
their  freedom  from  Great  Britain,  the  seat  of  liberty  itself; 
and  we  behold  with  detestation  the  arts  that  have  been  used  to 
seduce,  and  by  which  the  contagion  has  been  spread  so  wide. 

Though  the  forbearance  and  lenity  which  your  Majesty 
has  shown,  and  the  conciliatory  advances  made  by  the  wis- 
dom of  Parliament,  fully  evince  how  ready  your  Majesty 
has  been,  not  only  to  redress  all  grievances,  but  also  to 
quiet  apprehensions,  yet,  instead  of  making  such  subn)ission 
as  is  due  to  your  Majesty's  dignity,  and  the  su|)remacy  of 
the  British  Parliament,  an  open  rebellion  is  raised  by  these 
<leluded  people,  undeserving  of  tiie  blessings  they  enjoy, 
ungrateful  to  the  power  by  which  they  have  been  reared 
and  protected. 

These  considerations  call  u|)on  all  your  Majesty's  loyal 
subjects,  and,  among  others,  upon  the  Freeholders  of  this 
County,  to  approach  your  Majesty's  royal  person,  assuring 
vour  Majesty,  that  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  they  are 
"ready  to  support  the  honour  and  dignity  of  your  Majesty's 
crown,  and  the  supremacy  of  the  British  Legislature;  con- 
iident  that  the  wisdom  of  your  Majesty's  councils,  your 
paternal  love  for  all  your  subjects,  and  the  united  force  and 
valour  of  your  Kingdoms,  will  have  their  full  and  proper 
exertion. 

Signed  by  Sir  John  Stuart,  o(Allcnbiink,  Baronet,  Praises 
of  the  meeting,  by  their  order,  and  in  their  presence,  at 
drcenlaw,  the  31st  day  of  October,  1775. 

John  Stuaiit. 


ADOliESS  of  the   ANCIENT    BOROUGH  OF    HADDINGTON. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council  of  the 
ancient  Borough  of  IladJington,  East-Lothinn,  presented 
10  Ills  Majesty  by  Sir  George  iSuttic,  Bavontl,  Re[iresenl- 
ative  In  Parliament  for  the  County  of  Haddington. 

To  the  King's  Most  Evcelknt  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  faitliRd  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Pro- 
vost, Magistrates,  and  Council  of )  our  ancient  Borough  of 
Haddington,  East-Lothian,  In  Common  Comicil  assembled, 
filled  with  the  deepest  concern  at  the  unjustltiable  and  re- 
bellious proceedings  of  some  of  your  Majesty's  Colonies 
ill  America,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal  throne,  to 
testify  our  entire  disapprobation  and  abhorrence  of  them, 
with  the  most  solemn  assurances  that  we  will  support  your 
^lajesty  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  in  maintaining  the  au- 
thority of  the  Legislature,  which,  we  conceive,  does  and 
ought  to  extend  over  every  part  of  the  British  Dominions. 

VVitli  regret  and  indignation  we  see  Colonies,  which  owe 
their  existence  and  every  blessing  that  attended  their  late 
prosperous  situation,  to  this  their  Parent  Country,  unnatu- 
rally regardless  of  the  fostering  hand  that  raised  and  sup- 
jiorted  them,  and  aflecting  distinctions  in  their  dependance 
not  founded  in  law,  or  in  the  Conslitulion  of  Great  Britain. 

Wo  are  convinced  by  the  experienced  clemency  of  your 
Majesty's  Government,  that  no  endeavours  will  be  wanting, 
to  induce  our  deluded  fellow-subjects  to  return  to  their 
obedience  to  that  constitution  which  our  ancestors  bled  to 
establish,  and  which  has  Hourished  pure,  uninterrupted, 
under  the  mild  Government  of  the  House  of  Hanover. 

iMay  that  Being  who  governs  the  unlveise  so  direct  your 
Majesty's  councils  and  measures,  that  from  the  present  con- 
fusion order  may  arise,  and   |)eace  be  again  restored. 

That  your  Majesty  may  long  reign  over  an  ha|ipy  and 
unlteil  i)eople.  Is  the  earnest  j^rayer  of,  may  it  please  your 
Majesty,  your  Majesty's  most  faithful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
I'rovost,  Magistrates,  and  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Had- 
dington, in  Common  Council  assembled. 

In  name  and  by  appointment  of  ihe  (.'omicll. 

Jamks  DiuoKON,  Frovo^t. 


ADDRESS    OF  THE    FREEHOEDEUS,    ETC.,  OF   THE    COUNTY  OF 
llADUlN<iTON. 

Address  of  the  Freeholders,  Justices  of  the  I'eace,  Com- 
missioners of  Su[)i)ly,  and  Heritors  of  the  County  o(  Had- 


dington, presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Sir  George  Suttie, 
]3aronet,  their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Freeholders,  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  Commissioners  of  Supply,  and  Heritors  of  the 
County  of  HADDiNcrroN,  convened  at  their  (^uai'ter  Ses- 
sions, the  thirty-first  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

\Ve,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Freeholders,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Commissioners  of  Sup- 
ply, and  Heritors  of  the  County  ol' Haddington,  being  un- 
der the  deepest  concern  at  that  rebellion  which  has  lately 
broke  out  in  some  of  your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America, 
humbly  beg  leave  to  address  your  Majesty  on  this  most 
critical  occasion,  and  to  testify  our  disapprobation  of  these 
unjustifiable  proceedings,  with  the  most  solemn  assurances 
that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  support  your 
Majesty  in  suppressing  the  said  rebellion,  and  in  maintain- 
ing the  authority  and  dignity  of  the  King  and  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain. 

With  much  regret  we  see  Colonies  which  owe  their  ex- 
istence, their  boasted  ojiulence,  and  every  blessing  they 
enjoyed  in  their  late  prosperous  state,  to  the  unwearied  and 
tender  care  of  their  Parent  Country,  regardless  of  the  hand 
that  has  reared  and  supported  them,  at  the  expense  of  so 
much  blood  and  treasure,  and  ungratefully  attempting  to 
throw  off  their  dependance  on  their  Mother  Country. 

From  the  experience  we  have  had  of  the  clemency  of 
your  Majesty's  Government,  and  the  temjier  and  modera- 
tion of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  we  are  fully  satisfied 
that  no  endeavours  will  be  wanting  to  induce  our  deluded 
fellow -subjects  to  return  to  that  allegiance  which  they  owe 
to  your  Majesty,  and  to  that  obedience  which  they  owe  to 
the  Constitution,  which  our  ancestors  judged  no  expense 
too  great  to  establish,  and  which  has  flourished,  pure  and 
uninterrupted,  under  the  mild  Government  of  the  House 
of  Hanover. 

iMay  that  Being  who  governs  the  universe  direct  your 
i\lajesty's  measures  and  councils,  so  that  from  the  present 
confusion  order  may  arise,  and  peace  be  again  restored  ; 
and  that  your  Majesty  may  long  reign  over  an  happy  and 
united  people.  Is  the  earnest  prayer  of  your  Majesty's  most 
dutiful  and  loyal  subjects. 

Signed  by  our  Prases,  and  by  our  authority. 

George  Brown,  PriEses. 


ADDRESS  of  THE   BURGH   OF  ABERBIIOTHOCK. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Tow  n  Council 
of  the  Burgh  of  Aherbrothock,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of 
Suffolk,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
and  presented  to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesiy's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Provost,  IMagistrates,  and  Town  Council  of  the  Burgh  of 
Aherbrothock,  In  Common  Council  assembled,  should  think 
ourselves  wanting,  both  in  duty  and  gratitude  to  the  best  of 
Sovereigns,  did  we  omit,  on  the  present  critical  occasion, 
to  join  with  the  rest  of  your  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  In 
giving  publick  testimony  of  our  detestation  and  abhorrence 
of  the  present  unnatural  rebellion  in  some  of  your  ]\Fa- 
jesty's  Colonies  In  North- America,  as  well  as  of  those 
wicked  artifices  used  by  designing  men  to  instigate  and 
support  it. 

While  we  lament  the  fatal  consequences  of  the  infatua- 
tion of  your  Majesty's  deluded  subjects  in  America,  and 
wish  for  nothing  more  ardently  than  an  honourable,  speedy, 
and  lasting  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  iier 
Colonies,  we  cannot  forbear  to  express  our  approbation  of 
the  measures  hitherto  ]iursued  by  your  Majesty,  in  order 
to  bring  back  the  Americans  to  tlielr  duty  and  allegiance, 
and  to  an  acknowledgment  of  the  supremacy  of  our  King 
and  I'arllament  over  every  part  of  ihe  British  Dominions; 
and  as  we  rest  with  the  most  entire  confidence  on  your 
Majesty's  wisdom,  that  such  measures  will,  In  future,  be 
fullowed  as  shall  be  most  proper  for  speedily  effecting  so 
desirable  a  purpose,  we  most  heartily  assure  your  Majesty 
of  our  best  endeavours  to  support  the  honour  and  inde- 
pendence of  your  crown,  and  tiie  legal  and  constitutional 
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authority  of  Parliament,  against  every  disturbance  and 
opposition  whatever. 

^Ve  pray  that  God  may  bless  your  Majesty's  councils 
with  wisdom,  restore  peace  to  every  part  of  the  British 
Etnpire,  and  that  your  Majesty  may  long  reign  in  the 
hearts  of  a  free,  united,  and  happy  people. 

Signed  in  our  name,  in  our  presence,  and  at  our  appoint- 
ment ;  and   the  common   seal  of  the   13urgh  is  hereunto 

"'^""''''''  •">'  David  Gkieg,  Frovost. 

Abci-l>rotliock,  October  31.  177,"). 


ADDRESS    OF   THE   FREEHOLDERS,   ETC.,   OF    THE    SHIRE   OF 
DUMFRIES. 

Address  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Freeholders,  and 
Commissioners  of  Sup|)ly  of  the   Shire  ol  Dumfries,  pie- 
senled  to  His  Majesty  by  Major  Robert  Laurie,  their  liep- 
resentalive  in  Parliament. 
Moat  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  duiifid  subjects,  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  Freeholders,  and  Commissioners  of 
Supply  of  the  Shire  of  Dumfries,  in  Quarter  Session  as- 
sembled, humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  your  throne  with 
earnest  assurances  of  our  steady  attachment  to  your  Ma- 
jesty's person  and  Government,  and  firm  resolution  to  sup- 
port the  honour  and  dignity  of  your  crown,  and  the  Con- 
stitution of  our  Country,  against  all  open  and  disguised 
enemies. 

We  have,  with  indignation  and  abhorrence,  beheld  a  set 
of  factious  men  in  your  Majesty's  ^/;ic/uy(/i  Dominions, 
endeavouring  to  set  in  opposition  the  executive  and  legis- 
lative part  of  the  Constitution,  and,  under  the  pretext  of 
grants  derived  from  the  one,  to  claim  absolution  from  their 
allegiance  due  to  the  other.  While  tbey  endeavour  to 
assert  jirinciples  so  totally  subversive  of  sound  government 
by  force  of  arms,  we  cannot  look  on  the  profession  they 
make,  of  reverence  to  your  Majesty,  in  any  other  light 
than  as  empty  sounds;  and  we  consider  ihem  as  equally 
enemies  to  your  Majesty,  the  liberty  of  their  fellow-sub- 
jects, and   the   peace  and  tranquillily  of  the  British  Em- 

V'''''-  .  .       .  .    ,. 

Actuated  by  these  sentiments,  we  conceive  it  our  indis- 
pensable duty  to  exert  every  effort  to  protect  your  Ma- 
jesty's sacred  person,  to  re-establish  peace  and  concord 
throughout  the  British  Empire,  to  give  vigour  and  energy 
to  the  operation  of  law,  and  to  assert  and  vindicate  that 
system  of  government  that  has  been  handed  down  to  us 
by  our  ancestors. 

In  the  present  crisis,  we  must  lament  that  the  part  of 
Britain,  in  which  we  live,  is  destitute  of  the  internal  de- 
lence  which  a  well-regulated  militia  would  produce.  Had 
we  been  possessed  of  such  a  safeguard  to  your  Majesty  s 
Government,  and  the  liberty  and  tranquillity  of  the  Coun- 
try, the  military  force  that  may  be  proper  for  our  security 
might  have  operated  against  the  enemies  of  your  Majesty, 
in  every  part  of  your  Dominions. 

That  yojr  Majesty  may  be  long  preserved  to  disappoint 
the  designs  of  your  open  and  secret  enemies,  that  you  may 
transmit  to  your  posterity  the  British  Empire,  undivided, 
and  secured  by  that  excellent  Constitution  by  which  it  has 
hitherto  been  cemented  ;  and  that  your  Majesty's  family 
may  continue,  to  the  end  of  time,  to  reign  over  a  free  and 
happy  people,  is  the  earnest  wish  of,  may  it  please  your 
Majesty,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  devoted  subjects. 

Signed  in  name  and  by  appointment  of  the  meeting,  in 
their  presence,  by  ^^^^^^^,^  Grieivson,  Pr.vses. 

October  31,  1775. 


ADDRESS    OF  THE    GENTLEMEN,   ETC,   OF    HALIFAX,   IN   THE 
COUNTY   OF   YORK. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Merchants,  Manu- 
facturers, and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  antl  neigh- 
bourhood of  Halifav,  in  the  County  of  York,  transmitted 
to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  presented  to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Eicellent  Majesty. 
The  humhle  Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Merchants, 
Miiuiifiicturers,an(l  other  Inhahitants  of  the  Town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Halifax,  in  the  County  of  York. 


Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

Permit  us  to  express  our  grateful  sense  of  the  blessings 
we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  auspicious  reign,  and  our 
detestation  of  the  conduct  of  your  Majesty's  Colonists  in 
America,  now  in  open  rebellion  against  your  crown  ami 
the  well-founded  laws  of  this  realm. 

The  mild  and  prudent  measures  pursued  by  your  Ma- 
jesty to  awake  them  from  their  infatuation  to  a  due  sense 
of  their  allegiance,  would,  we  hoped,  have  had  the  desiied 
elTect ;  but  we  fear  they  have  been  too  much  countenanced 
by  some  of  our  own  countrymen,  whose  seditious  jiraclices 
we  totally  disavow;  assuring  your  Majesty,  that  we  will 
at  all  times  exert  ourselves,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  in 
support  of  your  Majesty  and  the  measures  which  the  wis- 
dom of  your  Parliament  may  think  expedient  for  establish- 
ing the  legislative  rights  of  the  Mother  Country  over  all 
her  Colonies. 

We  think  it  our  duty  to  inform  your  Majesty,  that  the 
trade  of  this  Town  and  neighbourhood  (notwithstanding 
the  assertions  of  ill  designing  men  to  the  contrary)  is  in  a 
more  flourishing  slate  than  for  many  years  past,  and  that 
the  people  are  fully  employed  in  every  branch  of  'he 
manufactures. 

May  the  Almighty  grant  success  to  your  Majesty's  en- 
deavours for  eirecting  a  speedy  restoration  of  [leace  and 
tranquillity,  and  may  your  reign  be  very  long  and  glorious, 
over  a  free  and  united  [)eojde. 


ADDRESS     OF    THE     nOROUGHS     OF     IirNFEKMLINE,     INVEIi- 
KEITHING,     AND     CULROSS. 

Address  of  the  Boroughs  of  Dunfermline,  Inverkiilh- 
ing,  and  Culross,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Lieutenant- 
Culonel  Archibald  Campbell,  their  Representative  in  Pai- 
liament. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Boroughs  of  DuNFEUMi-iNt;, 

iNVEKKEITIIINt:,    Hud  CuLKOsS. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  pre- 
sume to  approach  your  throne  with  the  deepest  and  most 
grateful  sense  of  tiie  manifold  blessings  which,  under  the 
dispensation  of  Divine  Providence,  we  have  happily  en- 
joyed during  the  course  of  your  Majesty's  auspicious  reign. 

It  is  with,  equal  sorrow  and  surprise  that  we  tind  our- 
selves called  upon  to  express  our  abhorrence  and  detesta- 
tion of  those  rebellious  violences  into  which  some  of  your 
Majesty's  subjects  on  the  Continent  o(  America  have  been 
unhappily  deluded,  and  to  such  a  degree  as  to  manifest  a 
desire  of  shaking  ofi'all  dependance  upon  that  Legislature 
which  they  have  so  often  petitioned  in  time  of  distress,  by 
which  they  were  so  frequently  and  so  effectually  relieved, 
and  by  whose  favour  and  under  whose  protection  their 
prosperity  and  opulence  have  been  carried  to  so  great  a 
height. 

It  is  the  sincere  and  ardent  wish  of  these  your  ancient  ana 
faithful  Boroughs,  that  peace  and  good  order  in  that  part  of 
your  Empire  may  be  speedily  and  happily  re-established  by 
the  wisdom  of  your  Majesty's  councils,  and  by  the  success 
of  your  arms  in  support  of  your  crown  and  dignity,  and  the 
authority  of  the  British  Legislature.  And  we  beg  leave 
to  assure  your  Majesty  that  we  are  ready,  from  every  prin- 
ciple of  loyalty  and  attachment,  to  contribute  cheerfully 
thereto,  by  the  utmost  exertions  in  our  power. 

^L^y  it  please  your  Majesty,  we  are  your  Majesty's  mos: 
dutiful  and  loyal  subjects. 

Signed  by  order,  and  in  the  name  of  our  respective 
Councils : 

John  Kirk,  Chief  Magistrate  of  Dunfermline. 

Arch.  Campbell,  Chief  Magistrate  of  Invcrkeithing. 

James  Johnston,  Chief  31agistratc  of  Culross. 

Duuf.Tii.linc,  OctobfT,  177:.. 


PHILADELPHIA   COMMITTEE. 

Committee  Chamber,  October  3L  1775 

The  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  receive  and  determine 
on  applications  for  liberty  to  ship  Provisions,  &c.,  report- 
ed, that  Captain  Zebulon  Baker,  of  Sloop  Betsey,  liau 
applied  for  permission  to  load  Flour,  &ic.,  for  Kennebeck. 
and  that  they  had  forbid  any  immediate  proceeding  ii.ere- 
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ill,  and  referred  the  detennination  thereon  to  the  General 
Committee. 

Tiie  Committee  examined  the  certificate  produced  by 
Captain  Baker,  and  some  dilTiculties  arising,  on  a  full  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  it  appearing  tiiat  the  said  vessel  is 
owned  by  Mr.  A/jiel  Wood,  of  Foivnalborough,  who  stands 
convicted  of  being  an  enemy  to  his  Country,  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  place  where  he  lives;  and  Captain  Bakers 
answers  to  sundry  questions  proposed  by  the  Sub-Commit- 
tee not  having  been  satisfactory: 

Resolved,  That  as  il  is  the  duly  of  all  persons  and  Com- 
mittees to  concur  with  their  bretliren  in  oi)inion  and  prac- 
tice, the  Sub-Committee  have  judged  well  in  not  permit- 
ting said  vessel  to  be  loaded  ;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Committee,  we  ought  not  to  have  any  dealings  or  con- 
nections whatever  with  said  Abiel  Jl'ood,  or  his  agents  in 
bis  behalf. 

Mr.  Felntidh  Webster  appeared,  on  notice,  and  having 
given  what  information  be  could  respecting  Air.  JVood, 
and  produced  the  proceedings  of  certain  other  Committees 
ill  i\lr.  JVond's  case,  this  Committee  are  of  opinion  the 
said  proceedings  deserve  no  attention,  and  adhere  to  their 
iudgnient.  

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  Committee,  in 
the  case  of  Sloop  Betsey,  Zebidon  Baker  Master,  owned 
by  Air.  Abiel  Wood,  be  immediately  published. 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  for  the 
City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia  : 

J.  13.  Smith,  Secretary. 


tain  French,  against  Mr.  Pratt,  of  having  spoken  disre- 
spectfully of  the  Congress,  and  also  threatening  to  set  fire 
to  this  Town,  in  case  troops  should  arrive  here. 

Committee  appointed  to  take  in  subscriptions  to  establish 
a  Manufactory,  to  emjiloy  the  Poor  of  the  City  and  County 
of  JSew-  York  :  Evert  Bancker,  Leonard  Lispenard,  Jun.. 
Gabriel  W.  Ludlow,  John  Readc — East  Ward. 


EBF.NEZER   HAZARD   TO   NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Coustitutional  Post-Otficc,  New.York,  October  31,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  it  in  charge,  from  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Constitutional  Post-Oflice,  to  inform  you  that  the 
keeper  of  the  ferry  across  the  North  River  charges  our 
rider  for  ferriage,  while  he  allows  the  rider  who  goes  from 
the  old  office  to  cross  gratis,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of 
an  act  of  Parliament.  The  Albany  post  likewise  com- 
))lains  of  a  charge  of  ferriage  between  Paulas  Hook  and 
Albany.  In  order  to  prevent  this  in  future,  I  am  directed 
to  request  the  interposition  of  your  authority,  which  I  doubt 
not  will  be  readily  granted,  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
posts  have  always  hitherto  crossed  tlie  ferries  without 
charge ;  and  even  now,  some  keepers  of  ferries  (among 
whom  is  ftlr.  Ellsworth,  at  Paulas  Hook)  permit  them 
to  pass  in  tliat  manner. 

I  beg  leave  to  hint,  that  perhaps  it  may  be  proper  to 
direct  that  the  post-riders  be  not  delayed  at  the  ferries,  hut 
taken  across  as  soon  as  possible  after  they  make  applica- 
tion for  that  purpose. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 
Ebenezf.h  Hazard. 


PROCLAMATION  BY  GOVERNOUR  TRYON. 

By  his  Excellency  William  Tryon,  Esquire,  Captain- 
General  and  Governour-in-  Chief  in  and  over  the  Pro- 
vince of  New- York,  and  the  Territories  depending 
thereon,  in  America,  Chancellor  and  Vice-Admiral  of 
the  same. 

A  Proclamation. 
Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  stands 
prorogued  to  the  first  day  o( ]Sovc?nbcr  next,  1  have  thought 
fit  for  His  iMajesty's  service  to  prorogue,  and  I  do,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  His  Majesty's  Council,  further  prorogue 
the  said  General  Assembly  to  the  sixth  day  of  December 
next;  of  which  all  His  Majesty's  subjects  concerned  therein 
are  required  to  take  notice,  and  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  in  the  City  of 
yciv-York,  the  thirty-liist  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  George  the  Third,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland, 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth. 

WlI.I.IAM   TltVON. 

By  his  Exccllenc)  's  command  : 

Samuel  Bwakd,  .Jun.,  Deputy  Secretary. 
GoiJ  save  the  King. 


ALBANY  (nEW-VORk)   COMMITTEE. 

Albany  Coramiltco  Cliamber,  October  30,  177 J. 

The  Committee,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  26th  in- 
stant, took  into  consideration  the  Resolution  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  this  Colony,  relative  to  choosing  twelve 
Deputies  to  represent  this  County  in  Provincial  Congress, 
on  the  14th  6^y  o{  November  new..  And  thereupon,  and 
in  consequence  of  an  explanatory  letter  from  the  Deputies 
of  this  County: 

Resolved,  That  an  election  be  held  in  every  District  in 
this  County,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittees of  said  Districts  hold  the  election,  and  make  a 
return  of  the  jioll  on  the  10th  day  of  November  next,  to 
this  Committee. 

And  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  election  be  held  on 
the  7th  November  next,  at  the  usual  places  of  elections  for 
annual  ofticers  ;  and  that  the  respective  District  Conunit- 
tees,  by  advertisement,  give  previous  notice  to  the  Free- 
holders, of  the  time  and  place  of  such  election. 

Resolved,  That  this  Coniiuittee  shall  be  ilissolved  on  the 
21st  day  of  December  next ;  and  that  there  be  an  election 
held  in  every  District  of  this  County,  on  the  7th  day  of 
November  next,  for  CoiDinittees  to  rejireseiit  the  County 
from  the  said  21st  day  of  December  next,  until  the  fourth 
Tuesday  in  May  next,  unless  a  reconciliation  between 
G real  Britain  and  America  shall  sooner  take  place.  That 
the  District  of  Kinderhook  shall  have  four  Members. 
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Abraham  Do  I'eysler,  C.i.tain  Antlionv,  William  W.  I.u.llow, 

Even  Rancker,  IVlrus  Hyvanek,  Thomas  Buchanan. 

William  Walton, 

Or(Zcre(/,  That  Lancaster  Burling,  Patrick  Dennis,  and 
Mr.  Lott,  be  a  Conmiittee  to  wait  on  Mrs.  .larvis.  They 
report,  that  Mr.  Frenches  charge  is  without  foimdation. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  French  and  Thomas  Pratt  be 
desired  to  attend  this  Committee,  at  the  next  meeting,  with 
their  evidences  relative  to  a  charge  exhibited  by  said  Caji- 


District  of  Kinderhook,  Xovember  ;2,  1775. 

In  pursuance  to  the  foregoing  Resolution,  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Kinderhook  do  hereby  give  notice  to  all 
such  of  the  Inhabitants  as  are  qualified  to  vote  for  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  .\ssembly,  that  they  will  attend  at 
the  dwelling-house  of  Cornelius  Vosburgh,  innholder,  near 
the  Dutch  Church,  within  the  said  District,  on  Tuesday, 
the  7th  day  of  November  instant,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  for  the  [lurpose  of  taking  their  polls  for  Deputies 
to  represent  them  in  Provincial  Congress,  as  well  as  Alem- 
bers  to  represent  them  in  the  General  Committee  for  this 
County. 

As  those  Representatives  may  be  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence, the  Committee  of  this  District  hope  and  request 
that  the  meeting  may  be  as  numerous  as  jjossible,  in  order 
that  the  collective  sense  of  the  Freeholders  may  be  known 
and  transmitted  to  the  General  Committee. 

Peter  Vosburgh, 
Peter  S.  Van  Alstine, 
h.  v.  schaack, 
Matthew  Goes,  Jun. 
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COL.   EDMUND   RANDOLPH   TO   CAFT.    EPHRAIM   BOWEN,  JtlN. 
Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  October  31,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  Aivour  of  the  29tli  instant  came  to  hand  tliis 
morning.  Colonel  Itcecl  (to  whom  it  was  addressed)  be- 
ing gone  for  some  short  time  to  Philadelphia,  1  opened  it, 
and  conmiunicaled  its  contents  to  his  Excellency  General 
Washington.  He  liighl}'  approves  of  your  assiduity  and 
diligence  in  procuring  the  cannon,  but  thinks  that  the 
Governour's  order,  mentioned  in  your  postscript,  ought  to 
be  returned,  as  there  will  be  no  dilliculty  in  renewing  it, 
should  any  necessity  appear. 

His  Excellency  desires  that  you  may  continue  to  inform 
him  of  any  circumstance  occurring  in  your  department, 
worthy  of  communication. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Edmund  Randolph,  Aiil-dc-Camp. 
To  Captain  Epiiraim  Boweii,  .Jun.,  Vlijmotah. 

JOSIAH    QUINCY  TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Bramtroe,  October  31,  177J. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  My  worthy  and 
dear  friend  Dr.  Franklin,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowdoin,  Dr. 
ninthrop,  and  Dr.  Cooper,  were  tlie  last  week  so  kind  as 
to   honour   me    with   a   friendly  visit.     Tlie   conversation 


the  Narrows  being  reduced  to  such  a  depth  of  water  as  that 
no  vessel  of  force  can  pass  through  there.  This  being 
effected,  as  I  said  above,  both  seamen  and  soldiers,  if  they 
do  not  escape  by  a  timely  Higiu,  must  become  prisoners  at 
discretion.  1  have  been  told  there  is,  in  one  of  the  late 
English  Magazines,  an  accurate  draught  of  the  harbour, 
which,  upon  examination,  will  enable  you  to  determine, 
with  precision,  the  bearings  and  distances  from  island  to 
island,  and  the  depth  of  water  between  them  ;  and,  conse- 
quently, whether  such  a  scheme  is  practicable  or  not." 

Mr.  Adams,  in  answer,  writes  thus: 

"  I  am  much  obliged  by  your  kind  explanation  of  your 
opinion,  that  the  harbour  might  be  blocked  up.  I  must 
confess,  although  I  was  born  so  near  it,  I  never  understood 
before  the  course  of  the  channel,  and  the  situation  of  the 
harbour,  so  well.  I  have  carefully  compared  your  descrip- 
tion of  Sijiianlum,  the  Moon,  Long-Island,  Gallop's  Island, 
Lover s  Island  and  George  s,  the  Narrows,  and  Nantaskct 
Road,  with  '  A  Plan  of  the  Town  and  Chart  of  the  Har- 
bour of  Boston,  exhibiting  a  View  of  the  Islands,  Castle 
Fort,  and  Entrances  into  the  said  Harbour,'  which  was 
published  in  London  last  February.  This  plan  1  knew  to 
be  inaccurate  in  some  particulars,  and  the  cliart  may  be  so 
in  others  ;  but  by  the  best  judgment  I  can  make,  upon 
comparing  your  facts  with  the  cliart,  and  considering  the 


naturally   tm-ned   upon    the  savage   cruelty  we   are  daily  depths  of  water  marked  on  this  chart,  1  think  it  extremely 

suffering  from  the  unrelenting  vengeance  of  a  tyrannical  probable,  with  you,  that  nothing  but  powder  and  cannon 

Government.     In  the  course  of  it,   the  stopping  up  the  are  wanting,  to  elTect  the  important  purposes  you  mention — 

harbour  of  Boston,  as  one  salutary  measure,  was  thought  that  of  making  soldiers  and  sailors  prisoners  at  discretion, 
well   worthy  the  attention  of  our  State  pilots ;  and  upon  "  Dr.  Franklin's  row-galleys  are  in  great  forwardness  ; 

my  saying  I  had  once,  if  not  more  than  once,  hinted  the  seven  of  them  are  completely  manned,  armed,  &ic.    I  went 

scheme  to  your  Excellency,  they  desired  me  to  communi-  down  the  river  the  other  day,  with  all  of  them.      I  have  as 

cate  my  sentiments  to  you  once  more,  in  writing,  especially  much  confidence  in  them  as  you  have.*     But  the  people 

as  1  had  lately  received  a  letter  from  the  Honourable  Jo/i/t  here    have   made   machines,  to    be   sunk   in   the   ciiannel 

Adams,  Esij.,  in  Philaddiihia,  in  answer  to  one  of  mine,  oi  Delaivarc   River.     Three  rows  of  them  are   placed  in 

which  seemed  to  throw  new  light  upon  the  subject.   This,  the  river,  with  large  timbers,  barbed  with  iron.      They  are 

Sir,  I  beg  may  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  transmitting  to  frames  of  timber,  sunk  with  stone — machines  very  proper 


you  the  following  extracts  of  those  letters,  with  what  has 
I'urtlier  occurred  to  my  mind  since  they  were  wrote.  In 
my  letter  I  thus  write : 

"  In    my   former  letter  I   said,  '  the   harbour  might  be 


for  our  channel  in  the  Narrows." 

Dr.  Franklin  says  they  may  be  made  in  the  form  of  a 
chevaux-de-frise,  and  used  to  great  advantage. 

I  have  wrote  to  Mr.  Adams  for  a  model  of  the  machines 


blocked  up,  and   both  seamen  and  soldiers  made  prisoners     he  mentions,  with  explicit  directions  how  to  sink  and  secure 
at  discretion;'  which  seeins  to  you  incredible.     Please  to     them  from  being  weighed  or  destroyed    by  the  enemy's 

""  ships.    For  my  own  part,  since  I  have  read  what  my  friend 


read,  at  your  leisure,  the  following  explanation  :  There 
are  but  two  channels  through  which  ships  of  burden  can 
safely  pass  to  and  from  Boston.  One  of  them  runs  between 
the  west  head  o(  Long-Island  and  the  Moon,  (so  called,) 
and  is  about  a  mile  across.  This  is  too  shallow  fur  any 
ship  of  war  above  twenty  guns.  The  other  is  called  the 
ship  channel,  and  runs  between  the  east  head  of  Long- 
Island  and  the  south  point  oi Deer-Island,  awA  is  something 
better  than  a  mile  from  side  to  side.  This,  the  only  chan- 
nel through  which  capital  ships  can  pass,  leads,  outwartl 
bound,  through  the  Narrows  between  Gcdlop's  Island  and 
Lovelts  Island,  where  the  channel  is  not  wider  than  the 
length  of  a  fifty-gun  ship.  In  the  opening  between  Gal- 
lon's Island  and  George's  Island  is  j\antasket  Road,  where 
one  frigate  is  always  stationed,  to  guard  the  Narrows  from 
being  stopped  up.     Upon  these  facts  I  thus  reason  : 

"  The  j\li)on-Island  communicates,  at  low  water,  with 
Squantwn   Neck,   almost   dry  shod.      A    defensible   fort, 


has  wrote,  I  am  more  than  ever  convinced  of  the  practica- 
bility of  not  only  sectuing  the  harbour,  but  relieving  the 
Town  o(  Boston,  by  making  the  present  possessors  of  it 
our  prisoners,  and  that  without  shedding  much  more  human 
blood,  provided  we  can  once  possess  and  fortify  Long- 
Island. 

1  doubt  not  your  Excellency  will  readily  agree  with  me, 
that  these  are  become  objects  of  much  greater  importance, 
since  the  destruction  of  Falmouth  demonstrates  the  mali- 
cious resolution  of  our  barbarously  civilized  enemies,  to 
destroy  all  the  rest  of  our  maritime  Towns  if  they  can. 

If  your  Excellency  siiould  think  the  above  sentiments 
worthy  of  your  attention,  and,  for  maturing  your  judgment, 
conclude  it  necessary  to  take  an  ocular  view  of  the  harbour 
and  islands,  please  to  accept  of  my  cordial  invitation  to  re- 
fiesh  or  repose  yourself  at  my  house,  where  my  happiness 
will  be  in  proportion  to  tlie  freedom  with  which  you  receive 


therefore,  may  be  so  placed  upon  Squanlam  as  to  cover     the  friendly  salutations  of  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 


copied  it,  tor  te.i 


the  retreat,  not  only  from  the  Moon,  but  from  Squantum     humble  servan 

to  the  main.     One  upon  the  east  head  of  the  Moon,  and 

another  on    the   west   head  of  Long-Island,   secure  that 

jjassage,  and  cover  the  retreat  from  the  latter  to  the  former. 

Another  ujjon   the  summit  in  the  middle  of  jLo?io'-is/rtrt(/ 

covers  the  shore  on  both  sides,  so  as  that  no  force  can  land 

without  being  greatly  annoyed,  if  not  entirely  prevented. 


JOSIAH    QulNCY. 

:ubjc 


DARTMOUTH    (MASSACHUSETTS)    CO 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Ii 


;pectii 


ior  the 


Another  strong  fort,  with  heavy  cannon,  at  the  east  head  Town   of  Dartmouth,    October  31,    177.5,   Colonel   Seth 

of  Long-Island,  would  command  not  only  the  ship  channel  Fopc  in  the  chair  : 

that  runs  by  it,  but  the  Narrows  and  Nantaskei  Road,  so  Complaint  having  been  made  against  Captain  Isaac 
that  no  ship  could  remain  there  with  safety;  and  conse-  Howland,  of  sa'\d  Dartmouth,  for  his  receiving  upon  his 
(juently  we  might,  by  sinking  hulks  in  the  Narrows,  pre-  Salt  from  three  Shillin[;s,  the  usual  price  in  the  Town, 
vent  any  ship  of  force  from  going  out  or  coming  in.  If  the  to  four  Shillings,  per  bushel;  and  having  had  sa\d  How - 
passage  through  the  Narrows  is  not  stopped,  I  am  sensible  land  before  this  Committee,  he  saith  he  hath  sold  his 
that  a  ship,  with  a  fresh  gale  of  wind  and  Hood  tide,  which  Salt  as  abovesaid,  and  that  he  is  determined  to  sell  it; 
is  rapid  between  Long-Island  and  Deer-Island,  might  run  and  being  informed  that  he  would  be  put  into  the  publick 
through  without  any  great  hazard  ;  but,  after  the  east  head  papers  if  he  did  not  sell  his  Salt  at  three  Shillings,  as  here- 
of Lo7ig-Island  is  fortified,  I  can  foresee  nothing  to  hinder  tofore,  and  refund  the  money  he  hath  extorted  from  those  of 
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whom  he  had  took  four  Shillings,  lie  answered,  he  would  not 
refund,  nor  sell  under  four  Shillings  per  bushel.    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  the  said  Isaac  Hoivland 
be  put  into  the  publick  prints,  as  one  inimical  to  his  Coun- 
try; and  it  is  recommended  to  all  lovers  of  their  Country  to 
break  oft'  all  dealings  with  him,  until  he  shall  return  to  a 
sense  of  his  misconduct. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  do  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  Resolve  to  the  Printer  at  IVattriown,  in  order 
for  |)ublication. 

Attest:  Philip  Shearman,  Clerk. 


GEORGE  JAFFREY  TO  NEW-H  AMI'S  H  IRE   CONGRESS. 

Portsiuoiitli,  Octobui-  31,  1775. 

1  received  the  vote  of  Congress,  of  September  1 ,  re(juest- 

ing  me  to  lay  my  Treasurer's  accounts  before  you,  on  the 

second  day  of  your  present  session,  at  which  time  1  should 

have  attended  on  the  Congress,  had  not  the  alarm  of  men 


of  war  and  other  forces  coming  to  destroy  this  Town, 
necessarily  prevented;  for  fear  of  which  calamity,  I  was 
induced  to  have  my  goods  packed  up,  in  order  to  be  re- 
moved from  the  threatened  destruction.  I  began  several 
days  later  than  many  of  my  neighbours,  and  hastily,  beiore 
I  had  engaged  a  place  out  of  Town  to  secure  them,  and 
for  my  family  to  retreat  to  ;  and  removed  many  of  niy  goods 
out  of  the  Town,  which  are  disposed  of  in  places  not  secure. 
That  I  am  necessarily  engaged  to  remove  my  goods  to  a 
place  I  am  favoured  with  by  a  gentleman  at  Northampton, 
which  are  already  out  of  Town,  in  different  barns,  and 
other  places,  and  also  the  remainder  of  my  goods  at  my 
own  house  ;  which  cases  of  necessity  are  sucli,  that  I  cannot 
doubt  that  the  Congress  will  dispense  with  my  attendance 
upon  them  at  the  time  they  prescribed,  as  any  other  time 
may  answer  their  purpose  of  my  attending  them. 
So  I  rest,  Geiitk'uien,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Jaffrey. 
To  the  Honourable  Congress  held  at  Eteter. 


NEW-YORK  PUOVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

Die  Mercurii,  9  ho.  A.  INL,  October  4,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  on  the  i2d  of 
September  last.     Present : 

Nathaniel  fVoodhull,  Esq.,  President  j»-o  tempore. 

Mr.  Sears  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Henrij  Wil- 
liams, in  the  words  following,  to  wit :  "  Whereas,  upon 
information  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  from  Thomas 
Buchanan,  that  the  Snow  Georgia,  Captain  Bolton,  from 
Greenock,  in  Scotland,  with  some  passengers  for  this  place, 
and  a  cargo  of  dry  goods  for  Georgia,  was  arrived  at  the 
Hook,  in  distress,  and  that  the  Captain  desired  leave  to  land 
his  passengers  and  refit  his  vessel,  the  Committee  gave  leave 
for  that  purpose ;  and  whereas  it  since  appears,  by  the 
Captain's  orders,  the  bills  of  lading,  and  a  letter  to  said 
Thomas  Buchanan,  ^  Co.,  that  the  said  cargo  of  dry 
goods  were  to  be  landed  at  this  place,  if  the  people  would 
receive  them  :  I  move  that  it  be  Resolved,  That  the  above- 
said  Snow  Georgia  be  not  permitted  to  break  bulk  in  this 
Colony,  and  that  she  be  ordered,  as  soon  as  fitted  for  sea, 
to  depart  this  port,  and  return  with  her  cargo  from  whence 
she  came." 

Mr.  ll'alton  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  i\lr.  Low, 
for  the  following  amendment  to  Mr.  Sears's  motion,  to  wit: 
That  the  words  "  and  return  with  her  cargo  from  whence 
she  came,"  be  struck  out,  and  instead  thereof,  the  words, 
"  with  her  cargo,  without  delay,"  be  inserted. 

And  debates  arising  on  the  proposed  amendment,  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative,  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit: 

For  the  Negative.  For  the  Affirmatire. 

4  Nevv-Yorli.,  '3   Ri,-liinnn.l. 

3  Albany,  -'^Ir-  Miehemt  ilissents. 

2  Cumberland, 
2  Charlotte, 


Ordered,  therefore,  That  the  proposed  amendment  be 
rejected. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  Mr.  Sears's  motion,  it 
was  carried  in  the  aftirmative,  unanimously. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Snow  Georgia  be  not 
permitted  to  break  bulk  in  this  Colony;  anil  that  she  be 
ordered,  as  soon  as  fitted  for  sea,  to  depart  this  port,  and 
return  with  her  cargo  from  whence  she  came. 

Tlie  Petition  of  Godfrey  Ilai/ncs,  Timothy  Doughty, 
John  l)'>b,  A.lnm  Bcr'gh,  Christian  Bcrgh,  Jun.,  and 
David  D'lt),  was  ilmiI.  They  thereby  jjray  to  be  brought 
to  an  immediate  trial,  or  released  from  their  confinement.* 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony 

»  To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress: 

Gentlemen  :  Aa  there  are  six  of  us  confined  in  jail  by  your  order, 
ch;irgod  witli  niisdonieanors,  we  should  take  it  kind  of  you  if  you  would 
brin^  us  to  iuini  'diite  trial,  or  provide  for  us  in  our  confinement,  as  wo 
liavi-  not  wlicrowitlial  to  support  o\n-selvos.     And  will  oblige  yours, 
(;r>;iv;ir.Y  ILvynes,       Aiiam  Heri:", 
'I'ni^rriiv  Dol-uuty,     (Jiuustian  Ui;r«ii,  Jk., 
J.MiN  I)„B,  David  Uod. 

CiTvIIii.i.,  Oetobrr  \,  1775. 


at  Continental  Congress  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress  at  New-York,  October  4,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  We  are  favoured  with  yours  of  the  21st 
ultimo,  and,  agreeable  to  your  request,  we  inform  you  of 
the  state  of  the  troops  raised  by  this  Colony  for  the  Con- 
tinental service.  Eight  Companies  of  the  First  or  Colonel 
McDongall's  Regiment,  completely  appointed,  are  now  in 
actual  service  in  the  Northern  Department.  The  ninth 
Company  is  ready,  completely  armed  and  equipped,  and, 
wind  and  weather  permitting,  will  sail  for  Albany  to-mor- 
row. The  tenth  Company  will  be  armed  and  equipped, 
and,  we,  hope,  ready  to  depart  next  week.  The  first 
detachment  of  this  Regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ritzema,  had  proceeded  as  far  as  Half-Moon,  before  the 
10th  o(  August.  The  Second,  or  Colonel  l^an  Schaick's 
Regiment,  is  com|)letely  equipped,  and  in  service  at  the  out- 
posts ;  fom'  Companies  of  this  Regiment  were  raised  early 
in  the  month  o( .Tune,  and  three  of  those  Companies  then 
proceeded  as  far  as  Lake  George:  the  other  Companies 
of  this  Regiment  were  at  and  about  Albany,  under  the 
command  of  General  Montgomery,  and  we  cannot  ascer- 
tain the  times  of  their  departure.  Seven  Companies  of 
the  Third,  or  Colonel  Clinton's  Regiment,  aie  also  in 
service  at  the  outposts.  The  eighth  and  ninth  Companies 
proceeded  early  last  week  from  hence,  on  their  way  to  hlc- 
aux-Noir.  The  tenth  Company  of  this  Regiment  is  come 
to  New-York,  wants  a  few  muskets,  and  will  be  ready  and 
proceed  this  week.  It  may  be  proper  to  inform  you,  that 
the  three  last  mentioned  Companies  of  this  Regiment  were 
sent  to  and  detained  for  some  time,  at  the  east  end  of 
Nassau- Island,  by  order  of  the  Congress,  to  prevent  the 
ftlinisterial  Troops  from  carrying  off  the  sheep  and  cattle 
from  thence,  the  inhabitants  of  Suffolk  Cotmly  having 
armed  them  while  in  that  service.  The  Fourth,  or  Colo- 
nel Holmes's  Regiment,  is  now  at  the  outposts.  Part  of 
this  Regiment  was  obliged  to  be  delayed  at  Albany  until 
arms  could  be  procured  for  them,  but  the  last  Company 
|)roceeded  down  Lake  George  the  27lh  of  September. 
We  are  informed  that  foiu'  Companies  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain Roys  were  raised  and  in  service,  about  the  middle  of 
September,  and  that  the  others  were  getting  reaily  with  all 
possible  despatch. 

The  First  and  Second  Regiments,  and  some  part  of  the 
other  Regiments,  are  armed  with  the  best  of  muskels  and 
ha}'onots,  and  the  others  with  firelocks  of  the  widest  bores 
which  could  be  found,  repaired  where  it  was  necessary,  and 
fitted.  All  our  troops  are  furnished  with  belts  and  pouches 
for  nineteen  cartridges,  bayonets,  belts,  musket  slings, 
blankets,  coats,  canteens,  haversacks,  8ic.  A  great  part  of 
our  arms  have  been  procured  by  purchase  ;  some  have  been 
hired  ;  and,  from  neces-ity,  to  complete  some  Companies, 
a  few  arms  have  in  some  places  been  imjiressed. 

As  to  the  forts  in  the  Highlands,  we  have  taken  every 
step  to  complete  theuL  A  number  of  cannon  are  sent  up, 
with  many  of  the  necessary  materials.  The  jilans  have 
Iteen  transmitted  to  you.  Several  cannon  are  mounted,  to 
prevent  any  enemy  from  passing  through  the  Highlands. 
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You  have  enclosed  an  account  of  tlie  prices  we  gave  for 
the  different  sorts  of  cloth  for  tents,  and  the  expense  of 
making. 

We  have  furnished  the  Continental  Army,  at  our  own 
expense,  with  the  following  quantities  of  gunpowder,  to  wit: 
on  the  2'-id  oi  June  we  sent  one  thousand  pounds  of  pow- 
der to  the  Continental  Army  at  Cambridge ;  on  the  i24th 
we  sent  three  hundred  pounds  to  Albnny,  for  the  publick 
use,  being  wanted  at  Ticonderoga,  and  by  the  Company 
sent  up  to  remove  the  cannon  and  stores.  We  have  since 
delivered  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  troops  marching  to  the 
IVorthein  frontiers,  and  two  hundred  and  thirty-live  pounds 
(in  part  borrowed  of  General  H'ooster)  to  the  troops  sent 
to  the  east  end  of  Long-Island,  and  which  they  have  pre- 
served and  taken  with  them  to  the  northward.  We  have 
sent  two  hundred  pounds  to  the  post  in  the  Highlands,  and 
have  procured  by  loan  from  New-Jersey  four  hundred  and 
fifty-five  pounds  of  gunpowder,  which,  together  with  two 
hundred  pounds  furnislied  by  us,  was  forwarded  on  the  13th 
of  June  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge.  The  above  parcels 
amount  to  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety  weight. 
Besides  the  above  quantity,  the  Committee  ^i  Albany  fur- 
nished to  the  Commi3sion.^rs  for  Indian  Affairs  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  pounds,  two  hundred  pounds  of  which 
liave  been  replaced  by  our  Congress.  General  fVooster  now 
requires  us  to  repay  him  the  powder  we  borrowed  of  him. 
We  earnestly  request,  gentlemen,  that  you  would  use  your 
best  endeavours  to  get  this  powder  replaced  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, as  we  cannot  at  this  time  command  above  two  hundred 
weight.  If,  in  addition  to  this  quantity,  j'ou  could  purchase 
for  us,  lor  cash,  or  borrow  on  our  credit,  one  or  two  tons 
of  ])owder,  it  will  greatly  oblige  us,  as  we  are  in  much  want 
of  this  article.  You  know  our  exposed  situation,  and 
therefore  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  press  you  to  use  your 
mterest  in  procuring  it  for  us. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention  to  you,  that  besides  the 
troops  abovementioned,  we  raised  a  Company  of  Artillery, 
consisting  of  seventy  men,  completely  appointed  ;  they 
are  now  with  the  Army.  AVhen  this  Company  was  formed, 
the  Continental  Congress  had  not  made  an  establishment 
for  Artillery.  The  Congress  oi  New- York  put  this  Com- 
pany on  the  footing  of  the  Rhode-Island  establishment  as 
to  (heir  pay,  which  was  the  only  one  known  at  that  time. 
They  are  a  good  Company,  well  armed  ;  many  of  them 
bred  in  artillery  service,  and  much  wanted.  They  were 
raised  on  the  faith  of  being  put  and  kept  on  the  like  pay  as 
the  Rhode-Island  Artillery,  before  we  knew  what  the  Con- 
tinental pay  was.  We  entreat  you  would  intimate  this  to 
the  Congress,  and  get  the  Rhode-Idand  establishment  con- 
firmed for  this  Company. 

We  are,  with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  Gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servants.     By  order : 

P.  S.  We  are  apprehensive  that  the  Army  under  Gene- 
I'al  Schuyler  will  suffer  greatly  for  want  of  warm  under- 
clothes. Many  of  the  men  raised  in  this  Colony  are  badly 
provided  in  that  respect,  and  we  submit  it  to  you,  whether 
it  may  not  be  proper  to  mention  it  to  the  Congress,  lest  it 
should  escape  their  attention. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  llie  Prcsi  ent,  and  transmitted. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  to 
cover  a  copy  of  Captain  ./oAu  Ilamillnn's  Information,  was 
read   and   approved  of,  and   is  in  the  words  following,  to 

III  Piovuicidl  Congress  for  tlie  Colony  of  New-l'ork,  ? 
Octobers,  1775.       <, 

Sir:  The  enclosed  state  of  information  is  of  such  a 
nature  that  it  is  conceived  highly  proper  to  communicate  it 
with  all  despatch  to  the  Congress. 

I  am.  Sir,  }our  most  humble  servant.     By  order: 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted,  with  the  said  Information, 
and  extract  of  a  Letter  from  Falmouth. 

Ordered,  That  a  like  Letter  be  engi'ossed,  and  sii^ned 
by  the  President,  and,  with  a  copy  of  the  said  Information 
and  extract  of  a  Letter,  transmitted  to  General  flashing- 
ton. 

The  Pioposal  of  a  merchant  of  Nctc-York,  to  load  five 


hundred  barrels  of  F'lour  to  Ilispaniola,  and  to  bring  in 
return  five  tons  of  Gunpowder,  was  read. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  to 
accom|)any  the  said  Proposal,  was  read  and  approved,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 


Gentlejien  :  We  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  a  proposal 
made  by  a  merchant  o(  New- York,  for  obtaining  gunpow- 
der. As  we  are  not  competent  to  give  permission  for  the 
voyage  proposed,  we  submit  the  same  to  you,  and  request 
your  directions  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  are,  most  respectfully.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servants.     By  order: 
To  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and,  with  a  copy  of  the  said  Proposal, 
be  transmitted. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  at  Albany,  to 
cover  the  Order  for  repairing  the  Barracks  and  Hospital, 
was  reafi  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit : 

In  I'rovuiciul  Congress  for  tlie  Colony  of  New-York,  } 
October  4,  1775.       <, 

Gentlemen  :  By  the  enclosed  resolutions  you  will  see 
that  the  barracks  and  hospital,  or  either  of  them,  as  you  may 
thiidv  proper,  are  to  be  repaired,  and  firewood  to  be  pro- 
cured. It  is,  however,  the  sense  of  this  Congress,  that  the 
burden  of  this  commission  should  not  be  troublesome  to 
your  Committee,  unless  you  incline  to  act  therein,  as  it  may 
be  more  expeditiously  and  effectually  done  by  appointing 
two  persons;  Messrs.  Chiysbcrt  Marselis  and  Cornelius 
SanlJ'ort,  of  your  Committee,  are  recommended  to  super- 
intend this  business,  under  your  direction.  If  you  approve 
of  this  appointment,  you  can  immediately  set  them  about  the 
work.  We  think  it  not  improper  to  hint  to  you  that  the 
less  expensive  the  operation  is,  will  be  the  most  agreeable 
to.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants. 

By  order: 
To  the  Committee  of  Albany. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and,  with  a  copy  of  the  said  Order,  trans- 
mitted. 

The  Congress  then  adjom'ned  until  nine  o'clock,  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die  Jovis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  October  0,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  iiursuant  to  adjournment.  Present: 
Nathaniel  JVoodhull,  Esq.,  President  pro  iemjmrc. 

John  Delancy,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Members,  applied  to  the 
Congress,  requesting  their  opinion,  whether  Ralpli  Izard, 
Esq.,  intending  to  come  to  and  reside  in  this  Colony,  can, 
consistent  with  the  American  Association,  bring  with  him, 
from  Great  Britain,  his  Coach,  Furniture,  Plate,  Books, 
and  other  things,  intended  for  the  use  of  himself  and  family. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Con- 
gress, that  Ralph  Izard,  Esq.,  may,  consistently  and  with- 
out violating  ihe  American  Association,  bring  with  him  from 
Great  Britain,  his  Coach,  Furniture,  Plate,  Books,  and 
other  effects,  intended  for  the  use  of  himself  and  family. 

On  reading  and  taking  into  consideration  the  Petition  of 
Elizabeth  ff'hile,  wife  of  Alexander  White,  confined  in  the 
Jail  of  the  County  oi  Albany, 

It  is  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be 
referred  to  the  General  Committee  of  the  County  of  Alba- 
ny; and  that  they  hear  the  charges  brought,  or  that  may  be 
brought,  against  the  said  Alexander  fl'hitc,  and  finally 
determine  thereon. 

And  for  this  purpose  it  is  further  Ordered,  That  the 
said  Petition,  and  all  the  jiapers  now  before  this  Congress, 
relative  to  the  said  Alexander  fl'hite,  be  sent  to  the  said 
Committee. 

A  Letter  fiom  Thomas  Palmer,  relating  to  his  Lead 
Mine,  and  the  accounts  of  ./ohn  McDonald,  were  delivered 
in  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  advance  and  pay  to  John  McDonald 
the  sum  of  five  Pounds  four  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  in 
full  for  his  wages  and  expenses  in  going  to  examine  a  Lead 


1271 


NEW-YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  OCTOBER,  n75. 


Mine   in    Ulster  County,  by  order  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  advance  to  Feter  T.  Curtenius,  as 
Commissary  of  this  Congress,  tiie  sum  of  seven  thousand 
Pounds,  on  account,  to  be  applied  to  discliarge  the  debts 
contracted  for  the  pubiick  service,  and  by  order  of  tliis  Con- 
gress ;  and  that  Mr.  Livingston  take  Mr.  Curtenius'n  re- 
ceipt for  the  same,  on  account. 

A  Letter  from  Benj.  Baker,  on  the  subject  of  making  Salt- 
petre, was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

''Gentlemen:  General  Montgomenj,  v\lien  in  Albany, 
heard  of  my  attempts  towards  liie  production  of  nitre;  sent 
for  me  to  his  lodging,  and,  after  some  examination  and  in- 
quiry, requested  of  me  to  make  a|)plication  to  the  Conunit- 
tee  for  their  assistance  towards  establishing  a  manufactory. 
Colonel  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Esq.,  requested  me  to  write 
you  somewhat  of  my  pretensions  in  that  way,  for  your  fur- 
ther considerations.  In  conformity  to  his  request,  have 
wrote  you  as  follows.  From  repealed  trials  and  experiments, 
have  strong  reasons  to  believe  that  saltpetre  may,  in  these 
l)arts  of  America,  be  made  in  as  large  quantities  as  now  pot 
and  pearl  ashes  are,  or  even  to  intercept,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  East-India  trade  in  that  article.  Common  alkaline  salts 
and  wood  otherwise  concentrated  into  an  acid  juice  ;  these 
two  opi)ositions,  and  yet  affinities,  form  a  neutral  commix- 
ture, and  become  as  it  were  a  proper  magnet  for  the 
attraction  of  nitrous  particles.  These  two  materials  only, 
with  circulatory  vessels  properly  adapted,  and  other  appa- 
ratus convenient,  laige  quantities  assuredly  may  at  one 
work  be  made,  even  to  twenty  or  thirty  tons  a  year,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  the  method  so  simple  that  the  country 
people  may  easily  learn  the  process,  to  the  benefit  of  tliem- 
selves  and  Continent.  A  capital  work,  to  make  the  above 
quantity,  would  require  a  stock  at  least  of  one  thousand 
Pounds,  and  a  sum  in  proportion  for  lesser  quantities.  It 
is  not  the  want  of  business  induces  me  to  make  this  appli- 
cation, but,  on  the  other  hand,  to  serve  the  Country,  and 
oblige  the  gentleman  that  ajiplied  to  me.  I  am  already 
established  in  business,  in  an  art  peculiar  to  myself,  in  pre- 
paring in  such  purity  alkaline  salts  as  to  answer  all  the 
different  purposes  in  pharmac\-,  which  may  hereafter  bring 
in  great  emoluments  to  Amerira. 

"  N.  B.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  art  yet  known  to 
make,  from  its  origin,  saltpetre,  in  that  limited  lime  you  are 
pleased  to  offer  a  price  so  extraordinary  for." 

"  I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  due  obedience,  your  humble 
servant,  "  Benjamin  Baker. 

'•  To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress,  convened  at 

New- York. 

Ordered,  That  the  gentlemen,  who  arc  members  from 
Albany,  write  to  the  said  Benjamin  Baker,  to  know  what 
quantity  of  Saltpetre  he  can  make  by  the  first  day  of  May 
next,  and  on  what  terms. 

A  certified  copy  of  Major  Boberl  Rogers's  parole,  re- 
reived  by  post  fiom  the  Committee  of  Safely,  ridladelphia, 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
"riiiliiilelpliiii,  Snptomber  23,  1775. 

'•  I,  Riibrrt  Rigers,  Major  on  half-pay  in  His  Majesty's 
Army,  a  prisoner  in  the  custody  of  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
tv  for  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  being  kindly 
treated  and  protected  by  them,  and  enlarged  on  parole,  do 
hereby  solemnly  promise  and  engage,  on  I  he  honour  of  a 
soldier  and  a  gentleman,  that  1  will  not  bear  arms  against 
the  American  United  Colonies  in  any  manner  whatever, 
during  the  jiresent  contest  between  tliein  and  Creat  Bri- 
tain, and  that  I  will  not  in  that  time  allempt  to  give  inlel- 
li^ence  to  General  Gage,  the  British  Ministry,  or  any  other 
person  or  persDiis,  of  any  matters  relative  to  America. 

"  RoHEUT    RoOEHS." 

"  These  are  to  corlil'y  to  all  persons  to  whom  these  pre- 
sents may  a|)pear,  that  the  above  writing  is  a  true  copy  of 
the  parole  of  honour  given  by  the  bearer,  Major  Robert 
Rogers,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of 
Pcntisylvania.  It  is  therefore  recommended  to  such  per- 
son^, that  the  said  Major  Rogers  be  permitted  to  pass 
wln-re  his  business  may  lead  him,  without  any  hinderance  or 
molestation. 

••  rhihi.l.-li.hii,  September  03,  177.")." 


"  Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
"William  Govett,  Secretary.'' 
The  Congress  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock,  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die  Veneris,  10  lio.  A.   M,,  October  C,  177.J. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present: 

j\athanicl  Jf'oodhull,  Esq.,  President  pro  tempore. 
A   Letter  from   !\lajor-General  Schuyler  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Ticonderoga,  September  29,  1775. 

"Gentlemen:  I  am  still  confined  with  the  remains  of 
an  inveterate  disorder.  I  have  this  moment  received  a  line 
from  General  Montgomery.  He  holds  St.  John's  besieg- 
ed ;  but  the  weak  slate  of  our  Army  and  artillery  cause 
the  operations  to  go  on  slowly.  The  Canadians  are  friend- 
ly to  us,  and  join  us  in  great  numbers  ;  but  unless  we  suc- 
ceed against  St.  John's,  all  other  operations  in  that  quarter 
will  avail  litlle.  We  are  in  want  of  powder;  and  I  send 
this  by  express,  that  you  may  forward  me  five  tons,  if  you 
can.  It  should  come  in  boats  that  can  be  rowed,  that  no 
delay  may  be  made.  Several  rascals  of  the  First  Batta- 
lion have  deserted  to  the  enemy;  and  Captain  Mott,  o(  ihe 
same  Corps,  shamefully  ran  away  from  our  bomb  battery, 
when  not  one  of  the  enemy  was  near  him. 

"Pray,  let  the  jiowder  be  sent  to  the  care  of  Colonel 
Van  Schaick,  at  Albany. 

"  We  have  taken  fifteen  prisoners ;  seven  of  whom  are 
soldiers,  the  rest  imfiiendly  Canadians  and  Scotchmen,  in 
the  service  of  the  Ministry. 

"  I  am.  Gentlemen,  with  the  most  profound  respect, 
}our  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  Philip  Schl  vlek. 
"  To  the  i\eic-  York  Provincial  Congress. 

"  P.  S.  Be  pleased  to  forward  the  enclosed  by  express.'" 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gabriel  W.  Ludloiv  deliver,  with 
all  possil)le  despatch,  Iburteen  bundled  weight  of  Gunpow- 
der to  John  T'an  Cortlanilt  and  Joseph  Hallett,  Esqs.,  or 
their  order. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress,  to  cover  a  copy  of  General  Schuyler's  Letter, 
received  this  day,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  October  U,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  packets  we  this  hour  receiv- 
ed by  express  from  Major-General  Schuyler.  We  have  also 
enclosed  a  copy  of  the  General's  letter  to  this  Congress. 
In  consequence  thereof,  we  have  ordered  up,  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Jf'atkins,  one  of  our  members  from  Charlotte 
Comity,  fourteen  hundred  weight  of  ])owder,  in  a  conveni- 
ent hoai,  rowed  with  oars.  This  quantity,  except  two 
hundred  uuii^hl,  belongs  to  the  different  Counties  of  the 
Colony,  and  was  ordered  to  be  delivered  some  weeks  ago  ; 
but  finding  it  yet  in  the  magazines,  we  have,  in  this  neces- 
sity, taken  it.  It  is  the  whole  that  can  be  obtained  in  the 
Colony.  \Ve  have  v\rote  to  the  Committee  o( Albany  for 
their  aid  in  forwarding  this  necessary  article  with  all  de- 
spatch. We  have  communicated  this  intelligence  to  Gov- 
ernour  Trumbull. 

From  the  importance  of  General  Schuyler's  requisition, 
and  the  situation  of  ihe  Army  to  the  northward,  you  will 
judge  of  the  necessity  of  completing  the  General's  request. 

Pray,  devise  some  ways  and  means  to  rejilace  our  pow- 
der with  all  expedition,  as  we  may  be  distressed,  and  should 
not  remain  in  this  defenceless  state,  if  it  can  be  avoided. 

We  are,  most  respectfully.  Gentlemen,  }our  most  obe- 
dient humble  servants.      By  order  : 
To  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  co|)y  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and,  with  a  copy  of  General  Schuyler's 
Letter,  transmilted  by ,  as  a  Messenger. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Clovernour  Trumbull,  o(  Con- 
necticut, was  read  and  a|)proved  of,  and  is  in  tlie  words 
following,  to  wit  : 

In  rr,>vi]u-ial  Congress,  New-York,  October  H,  1775. 

Siu  :  We  enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  received  this  mo- 
ment from  General  Schuykr,  and  shall  send  forward  imme- 
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dialely  lo  ihe  Army  fouileen  liuiidred  pounds  of  powder, 
which  is  all  we  have  ;  but,  IVoin  the  vast  importance  of  this 
object,  we  have  despatched  an  express  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  requesting  that  a  further  supply  may  be  sent 
from  thence.  V\'e  are,  however,  apprehensive  that  no 
considerable  quantity  can  be  got  for  this  purpose  from 
Philttddpliia.  As  we  shall  want  our  powder  replaced, 
and  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  forward  the  intelli- 
gence to  you,  and  to  beg  that  you  will,  with  all  possible 
despatch,  give  such  aid,  in  this  necessary  article,  as  may 
be  in  your  power. 

We  aie.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  ser- 
vants. 
To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Ksq.,  Governour  of  the 

Colony  of  Connecticut. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the   PresidL'nt,  and,  with  an  extract  of  General  Schuy- 

Itr's  Letter  received  this  day,  transmitted  by , 

as  a  Messenger  for  that  purpose. 

A  draught  of  an  Answer  to  General  Sc/uii^lcr's  Letter 
was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Coiigi-css,  Now-Yoik,  Oelol)er  G,  177j. 

Sir:  We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
and  have  forwarded  to  you  fourteen  hundred  weight  of 
powder,  which  is  all  we  have.  We  have  also  sent  an 
express  to  the  Continental  Congress,  requesting  them  to 
furnish  an  additional  supply;  but,  as  we  shall  want  our 
powder  replaced  by  them,  (being  now  destitute,)  we  are 
afraid  no  great  quantity  can  be  got  from  thence  to  the 
Army,  and  have  therefore  sent  an  express  to  Governour 
'VrumbuU,  requesting  him  immediately  to  give  all  the  aid 
he  can  in  this  article.  From  these  different  quarters  we 
liope  you  will  liave  a  timely  supply  to  prevent  any  ill  con- 
sequences from  the  want  of  it. 

We  are,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  liundjle  ser- 
vants.    By  order : 
To  iMajor-General  Schuyler. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Captain  Robert  Wallace,  attending  at  the  door,  was 
called  in.  He  informs,  that  he  sailed  from  Baltimore,  in 
Maryland,  with  the  Brigantine  jliary,  on  the  11th  of  .SV p- 
temher;  that  the  brigantine  was  cleared  out  on  the  9th, 
was  loaded  before  the  10th,  and  passed  the  Capes  on  the 
!2-'3d  ;  that  she  is  loaded  with  wheat.  Hour,  and  sixty  casks 
of  flaxseed  ;  that  her  owners  live  in  Baltimore,  and  she  is 
bound  to  Falmouth,  in  Britain;  that  he  put  in  here  in  dis- 
tress, to  save  his  life  and  the  cargo  ;  that  his  vessel  was 
brought  to  by  the  Asia;  that  Capt.  Vandeput  had  pressed 
six  of  his  hands,  and  that  the  Brigantine  Mury  now  lies 
alongside  of  the  Asia.  Captain  Wallace  prays  leave  to 
refit  his  vessel. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Wallace,  Master  of  the  Bi'ig- 
antine  Mary,  from  Baltimore,  bound  to  Great  Britain, 
be  permitted  to  bring  the  said  Brigantine  u|)  into  the  East 
River,  in  order  to  be  refitted,  and,  if  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  to  unload  her. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Continental  Coii!j,i'efs,  in- 
informing  the  state  of  the  Brigantine  Mary,  was  read  and 
approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Li  Provincial  Congress,  New.York,  Ortolier  n.  ITT.j. 

Gf.nti-emen:  Captain  Robert  Wallace,  in  the  Brigan- 
tine Mary,  sailed  from  Baltimore,  in  Maryland,  the  14th 
o{  Sepie ruber  last,  cleared  out  the  9th,  was  loaded  before 
the  lOtli,  and  passed  the  Capes  on  the  23d.  She  is  bound 
to  Falmouth  for  orders,  and  put  in  here  by  distress,  and 
wants  repairs;  her  cargo  consists  of  wheat  and  Hour,  and 
sixty  casks  of  flaxseed  ;  she  was  brought  to  by  the  Asia, 
ship  of  war,  in  our  harbour,  who  has  jiressed  six  of  her 
men,  but  has  promised  to  return  them,  or  supply  her  with 
others  in  their  stead. 

The  Captain  of  this  brigantine  has  applied  to  us  for 
leave  to  come  into  this  harbour  to  unload  and  refit,  and 
when  she  is  repaired,  she  may  be  allowed  to  prosecute  her 
intended  voyage. 

From  principles  of  liumanity,  we  consented  to  his  comini; 
to  unloafl  anil  rejiair;   but  shall  give  no  further  order,  until 


we  are  favoured  with  your  sentiments  on  the  subject,  as  it 
may  possibly  be  construed  a  breach  of  the  regulations  of 
the  last  Congress,  relative  to  exportations. 

We  are,  respectfully,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servants.     By  order: 
To  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Presiilent,  and  transtnitted  by  the  Messenger  to 
Fhiladelphia. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Hon.  Robert  R.  Living- 
ston, Es(j.,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  wortis 
following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  October  C,  1775. 

Sik:  General  Schuyler  has,  by  express,  sent  to  us  for 
five  tons  of  jiowder;  we  have  sent  forward  fourteen  hun- 
dred weight,  all  that  we  have,  in  a  boat  rowed  with  oars, 
to  make  despatch.  We  pray  you  to  order  all  the  powder 
at  the  mill  at  Rhinebeck  to  be  forwarded  by  this  convey- 
ance. 

AVe  are,  respectfully,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servants. 
To  the   Hon.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  at   his  Seat,  Clare- 

mont. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Conmiiltee  at  Albany  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  October  B,  177j. 

Gentlemen:  In  consequence  of  Major-General  Schuy- 
lei-'s  despatches,  this  day  received  by  express,  we  have 
sent  up  to  Albany,  by  a  boat,  expeditiously  to  be  rowed 
up,  fourteen  hundred  pounds  of  powder,  for  the  use  of  the 
Northern  Army.  We  have  acquainted  the  Continental 
Congress  of  this,  and  informed  them  that  we  would  request 
you  to  give  aid  to  the  forwarding  of  this  necessary  article, 
in  the  best  and  most  s|)eedy  manner;  and  if  you  can,  by 
the  help  of  your  magazine,  or  any  other  way,  augment  the 
quantity,  it  would  be  very  acceptable.  We  have  urged 
the  Grand  Congress  to  send  a  further  supply,  if  it  is  pro- 
curable, and  to  replace  what  we  lend  on  this  necessitous 
occasion  as  soon  as  possible.  You  will  please  to  advise 
with  the  Conmiissary-General,  or  his  deputies,  and  Col. 
J~an  Schaick,  if  at  Albany,  respecting  the  mode  of  con- 
veying up  the  powder  in  safety,  and  with  despatch. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  nolu'  most  humble  servants.      By 
order  : 
To  the  Committee  at  Albany. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  Letter  from  Jlendrick  Fisher,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  oi  New-Jersey,  dated  the  30th  ulti- 
mo, was  read  and  filed.  He  informs,  that  their  Provincial 
Congress  is  to  meet  speedily,  and  that  he  will  lay  llie  Let- 
ter from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-  York,  on  the 
subject  of  apprehending  Deserters,  before  the  Congress  ot 
New-Jersey. 

A  Letter  from  Beverly  Robinson,  Esq.,  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Highlands,  October  3,  1775. 

"  Sir  :  Your  letter,  of  the  19th  of  September,  I  received 
a  few  days  ago  ;  in  answer  to  which,  I  must  inform  you 
that  the"  point  of  land  whereon  the  fort  is  erecting  does 
not  belong  to  me,  but  is  the  property  of  Mrs.  Ogilvie  and 
her  children  ;  was  it  mine,  the  publick  should  be  extremely 
welcome  to  it.  The  building  a  fort  there  can  be  no  disad- 
vantage to  the  small  quantity  of  arable  land  on  the  island. 
I  have  only  a  proportion  of  the  meadow  land,  that  lies  on 
the  east  side  of  the  island. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  Beverly  Robinson. 
"To  John  I  faring,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

Safety  in  New-  York." 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  until  nine  o'clock. 
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Die  Mcrcurii,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  October  11,  1775. 

The  Congress  mei  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present: 
Nathaniel  H'ooilhuU,  Esq.,  President. 

The  Petition  of  Abner  Briggs  to  tiie  Committee  of  the 
City,  prayini;  leave  to  sliip  one  hundred  and  eiLjiity  barrels 
Flour  to  Fuimouih,  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  Nantucket, 
refi-ired  to  this  Congress  by  the  Committee  of  the  City  of 
New-York,  and  also  an  Order  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  Massachusetts-Bai/,  of  the  28th  of  September  last, 
signed  by  James  fl'arren.  Speaker;  whereby  it  is  resolved 
that  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  Town 
of  Falmuuth,  in  the  County  of  Barnstable,  be  and  were 
thereby  em])owered  and  directed,  by  written  permit  under 
their  hands,  to  grant  license  to  the  said  inhabitants  to  pur- 
chase so  much  Provision  and  other  necessary  supplies  as 
is  sufficient  for  their  internal  consuiujition  and  for  those 
voyages  which  they  may  prosecute,  consistent  with  the 
Resolves  of  Congress  and  of  that  Court,  and  no  more; 
and  that  such  permits  shall  specify  the  quantities  such  jier- 
son  has  liberty  lo  purchase  : 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Ahner  Briggs  be  allowed 
to  lade  one  hundred  and  eighty  barrels  of  Flour  for  Fal- 
mouth, in  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  upon  con- 
dition that  the  said  Abner  Briggs  do,  within  three  months, 
return  to  the  Secretary  of  this  Congress  a  certificate  from 
tiie  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  said  Town  ol' Falwouth, 
that  the  said  Flour  was  reported  to  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  said  Committee,  ihe  danger  of  the  seas  and  seizures 
excepted  ;  and  if  the  said  Abner  Briggs  does  not  comply 
with  the  condition  aforesaid,  that  then  he  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  an  infringement  of  the  Resolution  of  this  Congi'ess, 
and  an  enemy  to  lliis  Country. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith  and  Henry  Jlilliams  dissenting. 

A  Letter  from  Volkcrt  P.  Doinv,  Esquire,  of  Albany, 
dated  the  4th  instant,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  followiiiL',  to  wit :  ,,,         ^,     ,      ,   ,_,, 

"Albany,  October  1,  1775. 

'•Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  the  jomnal  and 
proceedings  of  the  four  Indiaris  sent  by  the  Commissioners 
oi'  Indian  Affairs,  appointed  by  the  Tii'clvc  United  Colo- 
nics, to  the  Caughnawngas,  to  acquaint  them  of  the  treaty 
that  had  lieen  held  here  with  their  l):eihren  of  the  Six  }\a- 
tions  and  the  Commissioners. 

•'  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  X'uLKEJtT   P.   1  >OL\V. 

•'  To  Pctrr  r.  B.  Livingston,  Em].,  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress..'' 
The  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Indians,  llieixin 

mentioned,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  fullow- 

ing,  to  wit : 

'■  Albany,  Sutur.liy,  ScplfMiibi-r  30,  1775. 

"  At  a  meeting  with  the  four  waniours  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions who  were  sent,  by  tlie  Commissioners  (appointed  by 
the  Twelve  Waited  Coloniis)  of  Indian  Aff.iirs,  after  the 
treaty  held  with  the  Sii  Nations  at  Albany,  to  the  Cinigh- 
vawagns : 

"They  were  asked  by  Volkcrt  V.  Dome,  Esq.,  one  of 
the  Commissioners,  what  news  they  brought. 

'•■  Answered  by  Saristtago,  (alias  Peter,)  by  George 
Fuliner,  the  interpreter,  that  they  were  sent  by  the  Siv 
Nations,  at  the  request  of  the  Twelve  United  Colonics,  to 
the  Caughnrncagas,  to  inform  them  what  had  been  done 
here ;  which  we  undertook,  and  have  performed.  We 
came  to  the /s/e-niu-jVo/r,  and  delivered  the  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Schuyler  which  we  had  from  the  Commissioners,  and 
tiic  belts  of  wampum  we  took  along,  and  others  that  we 
jirepared  by  the  way.  General  Schuyler  fitted  us  out  with 
prt/visions  and  mone}-,  to  go  to  Canghnawaga.  We  were 
brought  with  a  batteau  ten  miles,  with  three  Canadians  as 
guides,  as  we  were  unacquainted  with  the  road  ;  notwith- 
standing, we  went  at  least  six  iiiiles  out  of  our  road,  where 
we  lay.  Next  morning  we  came  on  the  road  that  leads 
from  St.  John's  to  La  Prairie ;  from  thence  we  went  on 
till  we  came  lo  a  house,  and  the  people  there  put  us  on 
another  road  ;  they  feared,  if  we  went  on  that  road,  we 
sh'juld  be  taken  prisoners.  From  thence  the  people  on 
the  road  used  us  well ;  yet  we  lay  in  the  woods,  out  of 
choice.  Next  morning  wc  proceeded  ;  about  nine  o'clock 
we  came   to   the    River  St.  Lawrence,  eiijht  or  ten   miles 


below  Canghnawaga,  where  we  set  up  a  white  flag,  which 
we  had  from  General  Schuyler,  as  a  token.  From  thence 
we  pioceeded  about  a  mile  or  two,  where  we  met  a  hun- 
dred warriours,  of  different  nations,  who  came  from  Cough- 
nawaga,  at  the  request  of  (Jtiy  Johnson,  (as  they  said,) 
and  were  going  to  St.  John's  to  join  the  Regulars,  to  fight 
against  the  Continental  Army.  As  soon  as  they  saw  our 
flag,  they  inmiediately  came  to  us  ;  on  wdiich  we  desired 
thein  to  hearken  to  what  we  had  to  say  to  them  from  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies  and  Six 
Nations;  on  delivering  which,  there  was  a  great  dispute 
among  the  warriours:  some  were  for  proceeding,  others 
for  returning;  the  majority  were  for  returning  to  the  cas- 
tle. On  which,  two  runners  were  de5|)atchcd,  to  acquaint 
the  chiefs  of  the  castle  that  four  of  the  Si i  Nations  were 
come  to  speak  to  them.  When  we  arrived  within  two 
miles  of  the  castle,  we  were  met  by  some  on  horseback,  to 
know  if  it  was  true  that  we  were  coming;  and,  on  seeing 
us,  inmiediately  returned  to  the  castle  (as  we  suppose)  to 
acquaint  the  chiefs  that  it  was  true.  When  we  arrived  at 
the  castle,  one  of  the  principal  chiefs  came  to  us,  took  the 
white  flag  from  us,  and  brought  it  in  the  council-house, 
and  introduced  us  at  the  same  time.  When  we  arrived  in 
the  council-house,  all  the  chiefs  and  warriours  of  the  seven 
nations  were  assembled,  and  desired  to  know  our  mes- 
sages. As  they  were  very  inquisitive  to  know  what  had 
been  transacted  at  Albany  by  the  Six  Nations  and  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  we  then 
desired,  as  we  were  fatigued,  that  they  would  indulge  us 
three  or  four  hours  to  rest,  and  then  they  might  call  us. 
About  four  hours  thereafter  we  went  to  the  council-house, 
when  we  informed  them  of  all  that  we  were  charged  with 
from  the  Sii  Nations  and  Commissioners  of  the  Twelve 
United  Colonies  :  on  which  tliey  heartily  thanked  us  for 
the  information,  as  they  were  now  convinced  that  Gny 
Johnson  had  told  them  nothing  but  lies.  We  then  deliver- 
ed General  Schvylcr's  request  to  tliem,  that  two  of  their 
chiefs  and  two  of  their  warriours  would  come  to  him  and 
confer  further  on  the  matter,  as  he  desired  that  they  wouhi 
stand  on  one  side,  that  no  Indian  blood  might  he  spilt. 
After  which,  a  party  of  Guy  Johnsmi's  Indians,  with  Col. 
Claus,  came  with  strings  of  black  wampum,  to  invite  us  to 
come  to  him  in  Montreal,  as  lie  had  understood  that  we 
were  come  from  the  Sir  Nations.  On  which,  we  answered, 
we  had  no  order  to  go  to  Guy  Johnson,  but  that  we  were 
sent  to  Caughnoiraga,  and  did  not  intend  to  go  any  far- 
ther; which  made  a  great  confusion  in  the  castle  among 
the  Indians;  and  we  were  informed  by  the  Canghnawaga 
Indians,  that  Colonel  Johnson  was  about  making  up  a 
company  to  take  us  prisoners,  and  advised  us  not  to  lie  in 
the  castle  that  night,  hut  that  we  slioidd  go  about  three  or 
four  miles  out  of  the  place,  to  a  plantation  there,  and  some 
of  the  Caughnaivagns  went  with  us,  where  we  lodged,  and 
were  well  used.  The  next  morning  the  (^nnghnaivaga 
Indians  returned  with  us  to  the  castle,  where  we  received 
an  answer  to  our  speech  which  we  had  delivered  in  behalf 
of  the  Six  Nations :  That  they  should  be  quiet  till  St. 
John's  was  taken,  and  then  they  should  come  to  Ononda- 
ga, to  speak  with  them  :  and,  as  General  Schuyler  was  de- 
sirous to  speak  with  them,  they  would  now  go  with  us  to 
him,  to  hear  what  he  had  to  say  to  them.  They  then 
again  conducted  us  three  or  four  miles  out  of  the  castle, 
and  said  that  early  next  morning  they  would  make  u\> 
seven  of  the  chiefs  and  warriours  to  go  with  us  to  the  Ish- 
(lux-Noix,  to  General  Schuyler.  In  the  morning  they  came, 
and  went  with  us  to  the  Isle-aux-Noix.  When  we  came 
to  the  island.  General  Schuyler  was  gone  from  thence;  on 
which  we  and  the  Caughnawagas  and  Fulmcr,  our  inter- 
preter, went  by  water  toward  St.  John's,  where  the  Army 
lay,  under  the  commanil  of  General  Montgomery.  Gen- 
eral Montgomery  prayed  the  Caughnuicagas  that  they 
would  keep  their  people  on  one  side,  as  he  would  he  ver\- 
sorry  to  shed  any  of  the  blood  of  his  brethren.  On  whicii 
the  Caughnawagas  thanked  General  Montgomery  for  his 
speech,  and  gave  him  a  belt  of  wampum,  and  assured  him 
that  he  iniglit  depend  that  not  one  of  the  seven  nations 
of  Canada  Indians  shoidd  in  the  least  molest  them.  On 
which  Gt^wMdX  Montgom(  ry  thanked  them,  and  made  them 
a  present  for  the  seven  nations  of  Canada  Indians,  besides 
a  aiatuity  to  the  seven  ambassadors." 
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Ordered,  That  the  Brass  Field-Pieces  last  cast  by  James 
Bijers  he  dehveied  to  Captain  Anthony  Rulgcrs,  for  the 
use  of  the  Artillery  Company  under  his  conjtnand,  and 
tliat  lie  get  good  Carriages  and  other  necessaries,  for  the 
said  two  Field-Pieces,  with  all  possible  despatch. 

The  application  of  Captain  Benjamin  Lhuhaij,  of  Pro- 
vidence, was  read.  He  therein  sets  forth,  that  in  the  nioiith 
of  August  last,  he  delivered  to  this  Congress  a  Letter  from 
the  Comniiitee  of  Safety  of  the  Town  o(  Providence,  signed 
by  Deputy-Governour  Cooke  and  others,  requesting  to  load 
his  (the  said  lJndsai/''s)  Sloop,  and  Captain  IVhilneifs 
Sloop  ;  that  Provisions  were  purchased  for  both  cargoes, 
and  but  only  one  (to  wit:  the  cargo  o{  Lindsaifs  Sloop) 
shipped  ;  and  that  the  other  cargo  now  lies  in  store,  which 
he  prays  leave  to  lade  and  lake  lo  Providence. 

Ordered,  That  Benjamin  Lindsay  be  allowed  to  lade 
the  said  Provisions  on  board,  for  Providence,  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  said  Benjamin  Lindsay  do  deliver  a  manifest 
of  the  said  Provisions  to  the  Secretary  of  this  Congress, 
and,  within  three  months,  return  to  the  said  Secretaiy  a 
certilicale  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  at  Pro- 
vidence, that  the  said  Provisions  were  reported  to  and 
under  tlie  direction  of  the  said  Committee — the  danger  of 
the  seas  and  seizures  excepted  ;  and  if  the  said  Benjamin 
Lindsay  does  not  comply  with  the  condition  aforesaid,  that 
then  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  an  infringement  of  the 
resolution  of  this  Congress,  and  an  enemy  to  this  Coun- 

fy- 

A  Letter  from  General  Jl'asliiiigton,  of  the  5lh  instant, 
directed  lo  Isaac  Lore,  Esrp,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit: 

'■C'anip  al   Cambridge,  Octolirr  .'),  1775. 

"Gentlemen:  By  an  intelligent  person  from  Zios/o;?, 
the  .3d  instant,  I  am  informed  that  a  fleet,  consisting  of  one 
sixty-four,  one  twenty  gun  ship,  two  sloops  of  eighteen 
ginis,  two  transports,  with  six  hundred  men,  were  to  sail 
from  Boston  as  yesterday  ;  their  destination  a  profound 
secret.  That  they  took  on  board  two  mortars  and  four 
howitzers,  with  other  artillery,  calculated  for  the  bombard- 
ment of  a  Town.  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  apiirizc 
every  considerable  Town  on  the  coast  of  this  armament, 
that  they  may  be  upon  their  guard.  Should  I  receive  any 
luither  account  of  their  destination,  it  shall  be  forwarded. 

"The  same  person  also  informs  that  an  express  sloop 
arrived  four  days  before,  from  England,  at  Boston,  which 
she  left  the  8th  of  August.  General  Gage,  and  most  of 
the  officers  who  were  at  Lexington,  are  recalled,  and  sail 
this  day;  General  Hoive  succeeds  to  the  conunand.  Six 
ships  of  the  lino  and  two  cutters,  under  S\v  Peter  Dennis, 
are  coming  out.  Five  Regiments  and  one  thousand  ma- 
rines may  be  expected  at  Boston  in  three  or  four  weeks. 
No  prospect  of  accommodation,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
every  appearance  of  the  war  being  pushed  with  the  utmost 
vigour. 

"1  am,  Gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant,        ,,  ^.  tit  i- 

■'  '       "George  \VAsiiiNf;TON. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Jlasbrouclc,  and  the  Returns  of 
the  elections  of  the  Oflicers  of  the  several  Companies  of 
llie  Militia,  in  that  part  of  Ulster  CouMy  which  is  intended 
to  be  in  the  Regiment  of  Colonel  llasbrouck,  at  the  south 
end  of  Ulster  County. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  all  the  gentlemen 
named  in  those  Returns. 

A  Return  of  iVIilitia  Officers  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Mountains,  in  Orange  County,  signed  by  Thomas  Out- 
ivater.  Chairman,  was  delivered  in  and  fded. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning.  

Dii- Jovis,  9  lio.  A.  M.,  October  1^,  177'.. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.      Present: 

Xathaniel  Jf'oodhull,  Esq.,  President. 
A  certiliud  copy  of  the  notes  of  examination  of  Captain 
William  Thompson,  was  sent,  by  post,  to  the  New-York 
Delegates  at  Congress,  and  another  copy  to  General  fVask- 
ington,  each  enclosed  in  a  private  letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Captain  John  Lawrence,  being  by  request  attending  at 


the  door,  was  called  in  and  examined,  and  notes  of  his 
examination  taken,  which  are  filed,  and  are  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  Captain  John  Lawrence  sailed  fiom  London  the  2d  ol 
August;  left  Falmouth  the  14th.  Says  he  made  it  his 
business  to  get  all  the  intelligence  he  could  with  respect  to 
the  intentions  of  Government  against  the  Colonies.  That 
twenty -three  ships,  from  forty  guns  and  under,  were  fitting 
out  for  the  American  service,  to  relieve  the  ships  which 
were  deemed  too  large,  which  he  understood  were  to  be 
recalled  ;  that  they  w^ere  not  all  to  come  out  this  fail, 
on  account  of  the  carpenters  leaving  the  yards.  That  he 
understood  five  Regiments  were  to  come  from  Ireland,  three 
Regiments  from  England  and  Scotland,  and  five  Companies 
of  Artillery.  That  a  large  quantity  of  ordnance  was  ship- 
ping (oi- America,  and  that  five  transports,  with  provisions, 
were  sailed  for  Boston  before  he  sailed.  That  he  under- 
stood the  troops  were  destined  for  Boston  ;  that  he  heard 
that  four  or  five  of  the  transports  had  sailed  hx  Ireland ,  to 
take  the  troops  on  board,  before  he  sailed.  That  he  saw 
four  thousanil  stand  of  arms  shipped  for  (^uebeck ;  that  two 
brigs  sailed  out  of  the  Downs,  in  comiiany  with  him,  laden 
with  warlike  stores;  that  they  sailed  without  convoy;  that 
they  had  a  Lieutenant  on  board  each,  but  no  troops.  That 
he  understood  the  arms  were  for  the  use  of  the  Canadians. 
That  he  did  not  hear  of  any  troops  going  to  (^uebeck ;  that 
he  did  not  hear  of  any  artiller\',  or  stores,  or  troops,  were  to 
be  sent  to  the  Southern  Colonies,  or  to  this  Province.  That 
he  understood  that  ten  thousand  tons  of  transports  were 
taken  up  to  go  to  Embden,  and  sixteen  thousand  Hessians 
and  Hanoverians  were  intended  [or  America ;  but  whether 
they  wei'e  to  proceed  immediately  in  America,  or  touch  in 
England,  was  not  ceitain,  reports  diilering  relative  thereto. 
That  the  report  of  employing  Hessians  and  Hanoverians 
took  place  before  the  account  of  Bunker-Hill  battle.  That 
the  people  seemed  to  be  much  exasperateil  against  the 
Americans,  on  receiving  the  account  of  Bunker-Hill.  That 
the  merchants,  in  general,  were  opposed  lo  the  Americans  ; 
that  they  were  much  pleased  on  heaiing  that  fifteen  thou- 
sand of  the  Provincials  were  killed  and  taken  prisoners  by 
about  seventeen  hundred  Regulars ;  but  when  the  true 
state  of  the  battle  arrived,  they  made  long  faces.  That  he 
did  not  hear  of  their  building  any  fiat-bottomed  boats.  That 
the  news  of  taking  Ticonderoga,  &,c.,  was  by  no  means 
relished.  That  it  was  supposed  the  Parliament  would  be 
called  sooner  than  usual,  on  account  of  calling  the  Hes- 
sian and  Hanoverian  troops.  That  Captain  Effingham 
Lawrence  told  him  that  he  had  been  informed  by  Lord 
Gage,  that  they  intended  to  make  up  their  Army  in  Ame- 
rica to  thirty  thousand  men  this  fall.  That  there  was  no 
complaints  of  the  manufacturers  wanting  employ,  and  was 
generally  supposed  that  Adniinistralion  kept  ihem  em- 
ployed. That  the  people,  in  general,  thouglit  iVew- I'orA' 
worse  than  any  of  the  other  Colonies,  for  disappointing 
them,  not  only  by  joining  the  otlier  Colonies,  but  by  acting 
more  vigorous  than  the  rest.  That  he  heard  there  was 
more  than  ordinal  y  demands  for  British  goods  by  ihe  Medi- 
terranean. That  the  manufacturers  in  Ireland  were  quiet, 
but  wished  well  to  the  Americans.  TImt  the  people  in 
England  were  anxious  to  hear  from  the  Congress,  expect- 
ing some  oiler  of  accommodation.  That  it  was  reported 
that  on  the  news  of  Banker-Hill  the  stocks  fell  a  little, 
but  afterwards  rose  again.  That  he  heard  of  no  disunion 
in  the  councils  of  Administration.  That  great  numbers  of 
vessels  were  laid  u[)  in  the  Thames,  owing  to  the  slopping 
of  the  American  trade.  That  it  was  generally  expected 
in  England,  that  the  next  news  from  America  would  be 
that  Major  Sktne  was  hanged." 

This  Congress  having  frequently  been  unable  to  proceed 
to  business,  for  want  of  a  sulficient  number  of  Members, 

Ordered,  That  the  Members  of  each  County  present, 
who  have  not  a  quorum  of  their  County,  do  immediately 
write  to  their  absent  fellow-Deputies,  to  attend  this  Con- 
gress without  delay. 

Colonel  Mc Donga II  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Major 
Williams,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit:  "  1  move  that  a 
Coumiittee  be  appointed  to  examine  all  the  resolutions  and 
advices  of  the  Continental  Congress,  relative  to  this  Colony, 
and  report,  without  delay,  their  opinion  of  the  best  means 
to  carry  the  said  resolutions  into  execution  ;  and  also  wliac 
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^se  should  be  made  of  that  advice,  for  the  safety  of  this 

Ordered,  imanimoiisli/.  That  Colonel  McDouguU,  Mr. 
Kissam,  Mr.  Huhhard,  Mr.  Lou;  and  Mr.  Sijlvuter,  be  a 
Committee  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
motion  of  Colonel  McDougall. 

A  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  (Colony  at  Conti- 
nental Congress,  of  the  9th  instant,  was  read  and  liled,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Philadelphia,  OctoherD,  1775. 
"  Gentlemen  :  We  received  your  favour  of  the  4th  inst., 
containing  an  account  of  the  troops  raised  in  our  Colony, 
of  which  we  shall  make  the  proper  use.  The  Congress 
approve  highly  of  your  diligence  in  the  erection  of  fortifi- 
cations on  Hudson's  River.  You  will,  we  believe,  receive 
by  this  conveyance  their  sentiments  on  this  subject,  as  well 
as  extracts  of  some  letters  that  show  its  propriety,  and  the 
designs  of  Administration  against  us. 

"  We  sincerely  lament  the  necessity  to  which  the  want  of 
Gunpowder  may  reduce  us,  and  have  endeavoured,  as  far 
as  lies  in  our  power,  to  remove  it,  by  procuring  for  you,  at 
the  Continental  expense,  one  ton,  which  was  all  that  could 
be  obtained.  You  will  lake  care  not  to  forward  this  unless 
you  know  how  to  supply  yourselves,  for  it  is  not  the  design 
of  the  Congress  that  you  should,  at  any  time,  be  entirely 
at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 

"  We  will  take  care  to  get  your  Artillery  Company  put 
upon  a  proper  fooling,  in  whicli  we  apprehend  no  difficulty. 
As  to  the  want  of  clothing  for  our  troops,  we  are  not  with- 
out hopes  thai  that  may  be  proviiled  for  in  CV/;?rt(/o,  of  which 
we  cannot  but  flatter  ourselves  they  will  shortly  be  in  pos- 
session. 

"  We  remain.  Gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servants, 

"  Philip  Livingston. 
"  John  Alsop, 
"  James  Diane, 
"  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Jln. 
"To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  of  the  Province  of 
Nov-  York.'' 

A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock-,  Esquire, 
of  the  9th  instant,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit; 

'■Philadelphia.  October,  0,  1775. 

"Gentlemen:  Your  letters  of  6lli  instant  liave  been 
laid  before  Congiess.  They  have  issued  an  order  for  one 
ton  of  powder  to  be  sent  to  New-  York,  but  I  am  directed 
to  inform  you,  if  you  can  with  safety  spare  it,  or  any  part, 
it  is  the  wish  of  Congress  that  you  would  immediately  for- 
ward it  to  General  Schiii/lcr. 

"  In  answer  to  your  letter  respecting  ihe  Rrig  Mary, 
Capt.  Wallace,  which  put  into  your  port  to  repair,  I  am  or- 
dered to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Congress  recommend  that  she 
proceed  on  her  voyage  with  the  cargo,  after  being  refitted. 

"  In  consequence  of  your  letter  to  Congress,  enclosing  a 
plan  and  estimate  of  the  fort  erecting  on  the  Highlands  of 
North  River,  I  now  enclose  you  the  resolution  of  Congress 
thereon,  to  which  refer  you.  1  also  enclose  you  a  resolve 
of  Congress  respecting  those  who  are,  in  your  opinion,  dan- 
gerous by  being  at  large,  to  which  also  refer  you.  Your 
proposal  enclosed,  respecting  the  im|)orlation  of  gunpowder, 
is  submitted  to  a  commillee  ;  the  resolution  oi' Congress 
tliereon  shall  be  transmitted  you. 

"  I  have  wrote  to  General  U'ooslcr,  at  Albany,  by  order 
of  Congress,  to  proceed  to  the  fort  now  building  on  North 
llivcr,  and  there  leave  as  many  of  his  troops  as  the  con- 
ductor of  the  works  shall  think  necessai-y  to  expedite  the 
works,  and  with  the  tLinainder  to  proceed  to  Ntic-York, 
and  there  I'emain. 

"  By  desire  of  your  Delejj;alcs,  I  enclose  you  some  extracts 
of  letters  from  London,  laid  before  Congress. 

"  I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"John  Uakcock.  rrcsidnit. 
"The  Convention  of  Nor- York." 

The  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  therein  enclosed, 
relating  to  the  erecting  of  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands, 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"The   Report  of  a  Committee  appointed   to  take  into 


consideration  the  Letters  from  Netv-York,  and  the  plaus 
for  obstructing  Hudson's  River,  report  : 

"  That  the  Provincial  Convention  of  Neiv-York  be  di- 
rected immediately  to  render  Hudsori's  River  defensible  ; 
that  in  doing  this,  they  be  particularly  attentive  to  form 
such  works  as  may  be  finished  before  the  winter  sets  in. 
As  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  any  stone  work  can  be  pro- 
perly made  at  this  advanced  season,  it  is  submitted  to  the 
judgment  of  the  said  Convention,  whether  it  could  not  be 
more  cheaply  and  expeditiously  done  by  works  of  wood  or 
fascines.  If  they  should  think  otherwise,  that  they  be  di- 
rected to  go  on  with  the  work  in  the  way  which  they  think 
best,  since  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Congress  that  the  work 
shoukl  by  no  means  be  neglected. 

"  But  if  the  work  be  already  begun  on  the  plan  sent  us, 
that  they  render  such  parts  as  can  be  first  finished  defen- 
sible, so  that  the  labour  be  not  thrown  away,  if  an  attack 
should  be  made  before  the  whole  can  be  finished. 

"  That  the  Convention  be  directed  to  inquire  whether 
there  are  not  some  other  places  where  small  Batteries  might 
be  erected,  so  as  to  annoy  the  enemy  on  their  passage,  par- 
ticularly a  fuw  heavy  cannon  at  or  near  Moore  s  house, 
and  at  a  point  on  the  west  shore,  a  little  above  Verplunck's 
Point. 

"That  it  be  recommended  to  said  Convention  to  establish, 
at  proper  distances,  posts  to  be  ready  to  give  intelligence 
to  the  country  in  case  of  any  invasion,  or  by  signals  to  give 
alarms  in  case  of  danger,  and  that  they  confer  with  the 
Assembly  of  Connecticut,  and  Convention  o\'  New- Jersey, 
on  the  s|ieediest  manner  of  conveying  intelligence  in  such 
cases,  and  receiving  assistance  when  necessary. 

"  That  the  Convention  be  further  directed  to  take  the 
most  effectual  method  to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  said 
river,  if,  upon  examination,  they  find  it  practicable. 

"Resolved,  That  orders  be  sent  to  General  Woostcr,  in 
case  he  has  no  orders  to  the  contrary  from  General  Schuy- 
ler, that  he  immediately  return  to  the  Batteries,  erecting  in 
the  Highlands,  and  there  leave  as  many  of  his  troops  as 
tlie  conductors  of  the  work  shall  think  necessary  for  com- 
[iletini'  thpui,and  that  he  rejjairwith  the  remainiler  to  Atu-- 
York?' 

The  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress,  also  therein 
enclosed,  respecting  persons  dangerous  to  the  community, 
was  read  and  filetl,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
"  In  Congress,  Octoher  6,  1775. 
"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Pro- 
vincial .'Assemblies  or  ('onventions,  and  Councils  or  Com- 
mittees of  Safety,  to  arrest  and  secure  every  person  in  their 
respective  Colonies,  whose  going  at  large  may,  in  their 
opinion,  endanger  the  safety  of  the  Colony,  or  the  liberties 
of  America. 

"Ordered,  That  an  aiithenlick  copy  of  this  Resolve  be, 
by  the  Delegates,  transmitted  to  ]iroper  persons  in  their 
respective  Colonies." 

To  be  kept  as  secrrt  as  its  nature  will  admit. 
Tlie  extracts  of  the  Letters  from  Lo;((/o;(,  of  the  -'jlsl  of 
July  last,  therein  mentioned,  were  also  read  and  filed,  and 
are  in  tlie  words  following,  to  wit : 

Erl,„rl„f  a  L.ltrr  hud  h'furr  Ihf  r,,«n-,r,«,  ,/„/,,/  Loni.o.n,  .Tim  :tl. 
1775. 

'■  1  have  lately  heard  a  person  intimately  connected  with 
Administration  lament  that  twenty  thousand  men  had  not 
been  at  first  sent  to  America ;  one-half  to  have  remained 
with  General  Gage  at  Boston,  five  thousand  to  have  kept 
possession  of  xVeiiv  York  and  cut  off  all  assistance  from  the 
Southern  Colonies,  and  five  thousand  to  have  been  employed 
under  Burgoync  or  Howe,  in  making  descents  in  different 
parts  o(New-Englanil,  and  ravagingand  burning  the  Towns. 
And  I  have  good  information  that  it  is  yet  intended  to  en- 
deavour to  recover  the  possession  o[  New-York,  Albany, 
kc,  so  as  to  open  a  communication  with  Canada,  and  pre- 
\  eiit  the  ^eiv-Englandcrs  from  receiving  any  succour  from 
the  southward.  There  is  a  talk  that  more  of  the  train  of 
artillery,  and  some  Regiments  of  foot, are  going  to  America." 

t'.j-triirt  (if  (iit'ilhcr  Letter  hi/  the  unid  cnnreynnce,  laid  before  the  Con. 
yTf.«,V,//«/ July  31,  1-75. 

"  It  is  fit  1  should  convey  to  you  a  more  particular  de- 
tail of  wluit  I  have  collected,  and  more  especially  as  it  is 
from  uni]uestion:ible  authority.  The  British-American 
Generals  ditl'er,  I  am  informed,  as  to  the  number  of  men 
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which    they  now  think  it  will    require    to  subdue  the  31(IS-  ExIracI  nf  a  Letter  from  London,  1th  Al-cust,  1775. 

sachtiseits  Rebels.     Goge  says  tifteen  thousand  more  than  "  The  design,  last  Spring,  was  to  have  divided  the  troops 

he    already    has,    and    Burgoijne    says    twenty   thousand  sent  out,  as  it  is  said,  according  to  a   plan  of  Governour 

more.     But  all  the  Generals,  however,  agree  in  desiring  Tryo/i's,  which  he  gave  to  the  Ministers,  for  carrying  on  the 

a   large  re-enforcement  of  artillery,  and  therefore  orders  American  \va.r ;  but  Crrtg-e'«  necessity  has  altered  that  plan 

were  yesterday  sent  to  fVoolwich  for  four  Companies  to  em-  for  the  present,  and  has  obliged  him  to  collect  all  the  troops 

bark  immediately  for  North-Anurica,  with  a  large  train  of  together  at  Boston,  and  Tn/on,  with  all  his  malignity  of 

field-pieces,  &c.,  and  a   further  supply  of  clothing  more  heart,  is  compelled  to  sit  still  this  season.      As  Tryon,  for 

than  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  15th,  for  the  Cunadi-  his  conduct  m  JSorth- Carolina,  is  in   high  estimation  with 

uns,  which  Government  is  assured  by  General  Carleton  he  the  Ministry,  his  plan  of  attacking  the  different  Colonies 

shall  raise  in  the  Province  of  Qweieffc.     Parliament  is  pro-  at  the  same  time,  is  still  to  be  followed,  and  the  talk  is, 

rogiied  till  September,  and  then  will  be  further  prorogued  to  that  troops  will  be  sent  to  Nctv-York,  Pcnnst/huinio,  and 
meet  the  beginning  of  iVoycn/ier.    In  the  mean  time,  Lord 
North  thinks  he  possesses    power  and  credit  sulficient  to 
order  more  forces  to  America,  and   push  matters  to   the 


greatest  extremity,  before  winter  sets  in. 

'•  I  have  been  well  assured,  that  if  the  Spanish  Armada 
should  not  visit  Gibraltar,  which,  from  the  repulse  it  is 
said  they  have  met  with,  will  be  the  case,  Governinent 
propose  composing  that  garrison  of  three-fourths  Hanove- 
rians, and  one-fourth  British  troops,  in  order  that  they 
may  send  the  remainder  of  the  latter,  now  there,  to  Ame- 
rica.    But  the  secret  (as  they  imagine)  plan  of  operation 


Tlrginia.  It  is  long  since  Carleton  has  received  orders  to 
enter  the  frontiers  of  the  JN'orthern  Colonies  with  the  Ca- 
nadians, and,  by  his  proclamation  of  martial  law,  he  is 
endeavouring  to  put  his  orders  into  practice.  It  was  part 
of  Tryon's  scheme  to  meet  Carleton  with  the  four  Regi- 
ments that  were  ordered  io  JSeiv-York.  This  idea  is  not 
yet  given  up;  for  I  understand  it  is  intended,  if  the  ship- 
wrights can  be  forced  or  cajoled  to  work  again,  to  construct 
a  number  of  Hat-bottomed  boats  here,  so  contrived,  as  when 
they  touch  the  shore,  to  throw  down  a  platform  that  will 
land  at  once  six  armed  men,  or  may  be  used  to  fire  field- 


tliey  have  at  present  in  agitation,  or  which  I,  perha|js,  might     pieces  or  swivel  guns  from.     They  are,  when  completed 


properly  say  actually  determined  on  and  transmitted  to 
Boston,  is  as  follows:  With  the  assistance  of  Governour 
Tryon,  who  is  much  relied  on  for  the  purpose,  to  get  im- 
mediate possession  oi  New- York  and  Albany;  to  fill  both 
of  these  Cities  with  very  strong  garrisons  ;  to  declare  all 
rebels  who  do  not  join  the  King's  forces  ;  to  commanil  the 


here,  to  be  taken  to  pieces,  and  sent  to  Canada,  to  be  used  i 
the  lakes.  Besides  the  Armies  on  foot,  every  Colony  should 
diligently  attend  to  training  their  Militia,  for  their  own  in- 
ternal defence.  All  valuable  goods  should  be  removed 
from  Rhode-Island  into  the  country,  that  the  Island  may 
not  be  surprised  as  Boston  was.     The  same  thing  should 


Hudson  and  East  Rivers  with  a  number  of  small  men  of     be  done  in  the  City  o^ New-York,  and  at  the  same  time 
war  and  cutters,  stationed    in  different   parts  of  it,  so  as     fortify  some  strong  passes,  to  prevent  any  troops  getting 
wholly  to  cut  off  all   communication,  by  water,  between 
Neii'-York  and  the  Provinces  to  the  northward  of  it,  and 


into  the  country.     It  would  be  a  capital  stroke  to  get  pos- 
session of  Tri/oii's  person.      Philadelphia  must  also  look 


to  itself  in  time.'' 

Ordered,  That  the  Master  of  the  Brigantine  Mary  lia\  e 


notice  that  he  has  leave  to  depart  this  Colony  as  soon 
she  is  refitted  and  fit  for  sea. 

A  Letter  irovw  John  Farmer,  Clerk  of  a  meeting  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Great-Neck,  Cow-Neck,  and  all  such  as 
lately  belonged  to  the  Company  of  Captain  Stephen  Than,, 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"At  a  meeting  of  us,  the  Inhabitants  of  Gre«/-iN'^ect, 


between  New-York  and  Albany,  except  for  the  King's 
service  ;  and  to  prevent,  also,  all  communicaiion  between 
tlie  City  o[  Neiv-York  and  the  Provinces  o[  New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  and  those  to  the  southward  of  them.  By 
these  means,  Administration  and  their  friends  fancy  that 
they  shall  soon  either  starve  out  or  retake  the  garrison  of 
Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga,  and  open  and  maintain  a 
safe  intercourse  and  correspondence  between  (^uebeck,  Al- 
bany, and  New-  York,  and  thereby  aflbrd  the  i'airest  oppor- 
tunity to  their  soldiery  and  the  Canadians,  in  conjmiction 
with  till 
continual 

and  Connecticut,  and  so  distract  and  divide  the  Provincial  "'^™ed  on  Saturday,  the  23d  of  September,  1775,  and 
forces  as  to  render  it  easy  for  the  British  Army  at  Boston  *''''^''"S  '"to  our  serious  consideration  our  distressed  and 
to  defeat  them,  break  the  spirits  of  the  Mtssachusctis  poo-  calamitous  situation,  and  being  fully  convinced  ot  our  total 
pie,  depopulate  their  country,  and  compel  an  absolute  sub-  '"ability  to  pursue  proper  measures  tor  our  common  safety, 
jection  to  Great  Britain.  Another  good  efi'ect  to  be  de-  "^'"^^''^  we  m  all  cases,  are  considered  as  part  of  the  Towii- 
duced  from  this  extensive  plan  (as  Government  apprehend)  ship  of  Hempstead  and  being  conscious  that  self-preserva- 
is,  that  as  New-York  will,  by  this  method,  be  prevented  'wn.  ^''^  immutable  law  ol  nature,  is  indispensable,  d, 
from  supplying  the  Massachusetts  Army  near  Boston,  with 


Indians,  to  be  procured  by  Gut/  .Johnson,  to  make  Cow-Neck,  and  all^such  as  lately  belonged  to  the  Company 
1  irruptions  into  New- Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  of  Captain  Stephen  Thorn,  in  (Queen's  County,  being  duly 
necticut,  and  so  distract  and  divide  the  Provincial     "'^™et'   on  Saturday,  the  23d  of  September,   1775,  and 


flour,  &ic.,  as  they  heretofore  have  done,  through  the 
dium  of  Connecticut,  and  the  Neiv- Jersey  and  Pennsyl- 
vania people  will  not  be  able  to  transport  provisions  across 
the  country;  and  as  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  does  not 
raise  corn  sufficient  for  the  supply  of  herself  and  lUe  Mas 


therefore 

"  1st.  Resolve,  That  during  the  present  controversy,  oi 
so  long  as  their  general  conduct  is  inimical  to  freedom,  wo 
be  no  further  considered  as  a  part  of  the  Township  than  i« 
consistent  with  peace,  liberty,  and  safety;  therefore,  in  al 
matters  relative  to  the  Congressional  plan,  shall  consider  our- 

sachusctts-l3ay,tbe  inhabitants 'and  troops  of  this  Provhice     ^^'^^^^  ^^  ^"  '^"^'''^'  separate,  independent  Beat  or  District 

must  inevitably,  of  course,  be  in  a  short  time  destroyed  by      ..  "  -'•'•  ^^''^t'^h.  ^^''t\}^''-  Daniel  kissam,  Mr.  IJciin^ 

diseases  and  famine;  and  to  this  train  of  facts  let  me  add 

that,  in  consequence  of  General  Gage's  desire,  brought  by 

Captain  Chadd,  one    hundred   flat-bottomed   boats  are  at 

present  building  Rt  Deptford,  &ic.,  in  order  to  be  imme- 
diately sent  to  America;  but  for  what  parlicular  purpose, 

1  have  not  yet  been  able  to  learn.     Many  American  gen- 
tlemen, however,  have  been  asked  by  a  Lord,  high  in  the 

American  depaitment,  what  sized  vessels  can  go  loaded 

from  hence  to  Albany ;  what  is  the  depth  of  water  at  the 

Overslaugh — (I  think  that  is  the  name  of  the  shallowest 

place  in  the  North  River;)   whether  the  ship  belonging  to 

Albany,  in  the  London  trade,  is  always  obliged  to  unload 

part  of  her  cargo  before  she  can  get  to  Albany,  and  what 

proportion  of  it ;  whether,  if  batteries  were  erected  at  the 

Highlands,  they  would  not  prevent  vessels  from  going  up 

and  down  the  iSorth  River ;  and  where  would  be  the  best 

jilaces  on  that  river  to  hinder  the  New-Jersey  people,  &:c., 

liom  sending  flour,  8ic.,  in  the  winter,  through  Connecticut, 

to  the  Massachusetts  Army." 
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Miocker,  Mr.  fVilliam  Thorn,  Mv.  Benjamin  Sauds,  Mr, 
IVillium  Cormcell,  Mr.  JohnCornwell,  Mr.  John  Mitchell, 
Sen.,  Mr.  John  Burtiss,  Mr.  Simond  Sands,  Mr.  Martin 
Schenck,  Mr.  Daniel  Whitehead Kissam,  Mr.  Peter  Onder- 
donck.  Mr.  AdrianOndcrdonck,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Dodge, 
be  a  Committee  for  this  Beat  or  District. 

"Attest:  John  Farmer,  Clerk  of  meeting." 

'■■  In  Committee  for  the  District  of  Great-Neck,  Cow- 
Neck,  &.C.,  in  (Queens  County,  the  4th  of  October,  1775  : 

"Present:  John  Cornwcll,  IVilliam  Cornwell,  Thomas 
Dodge,  Simond  Sands,  Adrian  Ondcrdonck,  Daniel 
ll'hitehead  Kissam,  Peter  Ondcrdonck,  John  Burtiss,  and 
Benjamin  Sands.  Then  proceeded  and  chose  Benjamin 
Sands  Chairman.     Then  adjourned  to  the  7th  instant. 

"  In  Committee  according  to  adjournment. 

"  Present:  the  same  members  as  before,  and  also  Mai- 
iin  Schenck;  when  the  following  Resolves  were  passed, 
7167/1.  con.: 
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"  Resolved,  Thai  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  on  tlie  The  Congress  proceeded  to  hear  the  Proceedings  of  the 
•I'-iA  Stpttmber,  for  enabhng  this  part  of  the  County  to  Committee  of  Safety  on  the  fourth  and  fifth  days,  and  of  the 
pursue  Congressional  measures,  and  the  Connnittce  chosen     morning  of  the  sixtli  day  of  Stjjtcmljer   ••■i--"i-  ■-■  ■—'' 


in  consequeTice,  be  immediately  laid  before  tiie  honourable 
the  Provincial  Congress,  or,  in  their  recess,  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  for  their  approbation. 

"•2d.  Resolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen,  having 
signed  the  General  Association,  and  being  duly  elected  as 
Officers  of  the  Militia  Company  lately  formed  in  this  Dis- 
trict, agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the  honourable 
Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  are  hereby  returned 
accordingly:  John  Sands,  Captain;  Henry  Allen,  First 
l^ieutenant ;  Thomas  Mitchell,  Second  Lieutenant ;  As- 
pinwall  Cornwell,  Ensign. 

"  Signed  by  order:  Runjamin  S\si>^,  C/ialininn. 

"  Attest:  JoH.N  Faumer,  Clerk  of  the  CommiltLC. 

"  To  Peter  Van  Brugh  Lhiiigston,  Esi|." 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Jahn  Farmer,  at  Coic- 
Neek,  was  read  and  aiiproxed  of,  and  ii  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 


Provi 


New-York,  OctoUer  1:2,  11 


The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Die  Vineris,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  October  13,  177 J. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present: 
Xalhaniel  It'oudhall,  Esq.,  President,  &ic. 

A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  E5([., 
Governour  of  Connecticut,  was  read  and  tiled,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit; 

•■  Lebanon,  October 'J,  177J. 

"Silt:  Have  this  moment  received  your  favour  of  the 
Uih  instant,  enclosing  an  extract  of  your  letter  from  Gen- 
eral Schuyler,  also  requesting  me  to  give  such  aid  in  the 
necessary  article  you  mention,  as  may  be  in  my  power.  I 
have  just  received  General  HasJuiigton's  letter  ol  the  5th 
inst.,  advising  that  a  small  fleet,  consisting  of  a  sixty-four  gun 
ship,  a  twenty,  two  sloops  of  eighteen  guns,  two  transjjorts, 
and    about  six   hundred   men,  with  two  mortars  and  four 


Sir-    The   Congress   have  received   the  state  of  the     liowilzers  on  board,  had  just  saded  from  Zio6<o«,  from  which 

he  suspects  they  mtended  to  bombard  some  Town  on  the 
coast.  We  have  this  day  received,  by  report,  a  transient 
account  that  some  ships  were  cannonading  the  Town  of 
Bristol  on  the  last  Saturday,  but  have  not  got  any  ceitain 
intelligence  of  the  matter.  We  are  in  expectation  they  may 
appear  soon  on  our  coast,  and  fear  that,  under  the  present 
situation  of  alluirs,  we  are  not  able  to  lend  any  aid  in  the 
necessary  article  you  mention,  having  made  so  many  dis- 
bursements of  that  article  already. 

"  1  am,  most  respectfully.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  himi- 
ble  servant,  Jii.vathax  Tuumbull. 


proceedings  of  the  inhabitants  of  O'reut-JS'eck,  Cow-Neck, 
i^c,  relative  to  the  choice  of  a  Committee  and  officers 
for  that  District,  and  highly  approve  of  their  conduct 
therein.  The  commissions  are  enclosed  to  the  officers, 
agreeable  to  the  choice  made,  and  the  Congress  doubt  not 
that  your  Committee,  and  the  other  Associators,  will,  in 
ilieir  conduct,  manifest  a  due  attention  to  the  important  in- 
terests of  their  Country,  in  its  present  alarming  and  critical 
situation. 

We  are  your  humble  servant=:. 
To  Benjamin  Sands,  Esq.,  Chairninn   of  the    Committee 

ol  Great-Neck  and  Coiv-Nck. 

P.  S.  You  are  requested  to  obtain  a  list  of  the  Asso- 
ciators as  soon  as  may  be  convenient. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Commissioners  at  the  For- 
liilcations  in  the  Highlands  was  read  and  tiled,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New.York,  Oetub.r  IJ,  177.). 

Gentlemen:  The  enclosed  resolution,  which  we  re- 
ceived last  evening  from  the  Continental  Congress,  will 
show  you  the  objects  they  have  in  view  with  regard  to  the 
fortifications  now  building  in  the  Highlands,  and  also  their 
sentiments  as  to  the  necessity  of  Ibrtifying  several  other 
places  on  the  river.  We  desire  that  you  would  take  the 
matters  recommended  by  the  Congress  into  consideration, 
v\ithout  loss  of  time,  go  to  the  several  places  mentioned  in 
the  resolutions,  give  us  your  o|)inions  as  to  the  fortifications 
necessary  to  be  built  at  these  places,  with  an  estimate  of 
the  expenses,  and  what  will  be  wanting  from  this  City  to 
complete  the  works.  You  will  take  Mr.  Romans  to  your 
assistance,  and  use  all  possible  des|)atch  in  making  your 
report  to  this  Congress.  We  have  only  to  add,  that  you 
conduct  this  business  with  as  much  secrecy  as  the  nature  of 
the  transaction  will  admit. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  yom-  very  humble  servants.  By 
order: 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  tlieix'of  he  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq., 
as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  |)ay  unto  Captain  John 
Cirennell,  of  Colonel  James  Clinton's  Regiment,  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  sevejity-seven  Pounds  thirteen  Shil- 
lings and  nine  Pence,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  Offi- 
ceis  and  Men  b,-'longing  to  his  Company,  that  the  said 
Company  may  be  enabled  to  join  the  Regiment,  and  that 
the  said  Captain  John  Grcnnell  do  give  a  receipt  to  the 
said  Treasurer,  and  an  order  to  the  Deputy  Paymaster- 
General  for  the  repayment  of  the  said  sum,  and  to  ac- 
quaint Colonel  James  Clinton  therewith;  the  sum  above- 
mentioned  being  the  amount  of  the  pay  of  the  Officers 
of  that  Company  for  two  months,  and  the  pay  of  the  private 
men  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  Seplemfier  la^t,  included.  The 
ac(--()unt  of  the  men  and  their  pay  sent  to  the  Treasurer  to 
he  fil.'d. 


"  Honomable  President  Jl  oodhull.' 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

111  Proviiiciul  Congress,  New-York,  Octubor  13,  1773. 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  letter  from  Governour  T/-«w- 
hull  we  received  this  morning.  In  our  application  lo  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  for  aid  in  the  article  Gen.  Schuyler 
re(juc->tcd  might  be  forwarded  to  him,  we  have  failed,  anil 
thought  proper  lo  enclose  Governour  Trumbull's  letter  to 
the  Congress. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servants.  By  order  : 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 

Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  cojiy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and,  with  a  copy  of  Governour  Trum- 
bull's Letter  enclosed,  sent  by  post. 

A  copy  of  the  information  received  from  Captain  John 
Lawrence  was  enclosed  to  the  At  w-  York  Delegates,  by 
post,  in  a  private  Letter  fiom  the  President. 

A  Letter  from  John  Berrien  was  read  and  filed,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit  ; 

'•New.York,  October  13,  177.-). 

"  Genti.emkn  :  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  the  money's 
received  by  the  Commissioners,  amounting  to  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Pounds,  are  expended,  and  that  I  am  consi- 
derable in  advance.  Have  sundry  orders  from  the  above 
gentlemen  laying  against  me,  and  some  considerable  ac- 
counts of  provision,  stores,  &c.  Must  therefore  beg  your 
honourable  House  to  furnish  me  with  five  hundred  Pounds, 
on  account,  by  an  order  on  your  Treasurer,  to  enable  me  to 
answer  the  above  demands. 


I  am, 


■  To  the 
Orden 


with  respect, 
lonourable  tlii 


our  obedient  humble  servant, 
"  John  Berrien. 

Provincial  Congress." 

d,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  advance  to  Mr.  John  Berrien,  as 
Commissary  of  the  Commissioners  for  erecting  the  Forti- 
fications in  the  Highlands,  and  one  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  applied  for 
the  necessary  purposes  of  erecting  the  said  Fortifications  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Livingsto7i  take  Mr.  Berrien's  receipt  for 
the  same,  on  account. 

A  Letter  ("mm  B.  Romans,  dated  |-2lh  in-^tant.  was  read 
and  filed,  and  is  in  the  uortls  following,  to  wit: 
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"Fort  Constitution,  October  13,  1775. 

"  Honourable  Gentlemkn:  By  older  fiom  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  I  am  up  liere  for  llie  jiuipose  of  con- 
stnicting  this  fort ;  said  gentlemen  gave  me  their  words 
that  I  shoidd  be  appointed  principal  Engineer  for  tiiis 
Province,  with  tlie  rank  and  pay  of  Colonel.  As  1  have 
been  now  actually  engaged  in  this  work  since  the  29tli  of 
August  last,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  the  certainty  of  my 
appointment,  and  therefore  humbly  pray  that  my  commis- 
sion may  be  made  out  and  sent.  I  have  left  the  pursuit 
of  my  own  business,  which  was  very  considerable,  and 
endangered  my  pension  from  the  Crown,  by  engaging  in 
our  great  and  common  cause.  These  matters  considered, 
I  hope  my  request  will  be  thought  reasonable,  and  there- 
fore complied  with. 

"I  remain,  with  the  utiuost  respect,  honourable  Gentle- 
men, yoiw  most  obetliciit  luunble  ser\ant, 

"B.  Romans." 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration 
when  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  on  that  subject 
are  read. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq., 
as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  advance  to  James  Bycrs, 
who  is  casting  Brass  Field-Pieces  by  order  of  this  Con- 
giess,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  on  account, 
and  that  Mr.  Livingston  take  James  Byers's  receipt  for 
tlie  same,  on  account. 

A  long  Letter,  in  French,  from  Jean  T'itUatt,  on  behalf 
of  himself  and  some  other  French  gentlemen  from  Canada, 
who  are  prisoners  at  Albanii,  was  read  in  Emrlish,  by  Rlr. 
Morris.  _         . 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  enclosed  to  the  yeie-York 
Delegates  at  Congress. 

Thereupon,  the  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  at 
Albany  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words 
folhjwing,  to  wit: 

In  Provincuil  Congress,  Xcw-Yoik,  (Jctolvr  13,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Canadian  prisoners  in  your  City 
have  applied  to  us  in  order  to  obtain  their  liberty,  which  it 
certainly  is  not  in  our  power  to  give  them.  The  Gene- 
rals, Schuyler  and  Montgomery,  must  have  had  good  reason 
10  take  them  into  custody.  Yet  it  is  our  duty  to  alleviate 
as  much  as  possible  the  evils  of  their  confinement.  We 
therefore  request  tliis  of  you,  and  also  to  provide  them  with 
lodgings  and  board  at  the  publick  expense,  taking  the  ne- 
cessary |)recauiions  to  prevent  their  escape.  We  are,  &c. 
To  the  Committee  o^  Albany. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
bv  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draught  of  an  answer  to  the  saitl  Jean  T'icllatt,  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and   is  in   the   words  following,  to 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  Ootolicr  IM,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  We  are  sorry  that  the  fortune  of  war 
hath  deprived  you  of  liberty,  and  are  unacquainted  with 
the  reasons  which  have  induced  the  Generals  to  take 
that  step.  It  is  our  misfortune,  equally  with  yours,  that 
we  are  not  authorized  to  take  this  matter  into  our  consi- 
deration, anil  therefore  we  have  sent  your  memorial  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  who  are  alone  competent.  All  that 
is  in  our  power,  is  to  obey  the  dictates  of  iiumanity,  by  en- 
deavours to  alleviate  the  rigours  of  your  captivity.  P^or 
this  purpose  we  enclose  you  a  letter  to  the  Committee  of 
Albany,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  them  ;  and 
believe  that  we  are,  with  resjiect,  your  countrymen. 
To  Mr.  Jean  Viellatt  and  his  Companions  at  Albany. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
iiy  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony  of 
ISew-  York,  in  Continental  Congress,  was  read  and  approved 
of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New.York,  October  1.3,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  We  enclose  you  the  memorials  from 
some  prisoners  in  Albany,  on  neither  of  which  shall  we 
make  any  comment.  You  will  lay  such  of  them  before 
the  Congress  as  you  think  proper.  We  are,  &:c. 
To  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony  of  A'e!c-Fo/7.-,  at  Con- 
gress, Fhiladelphia. 


Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and,  together  with  the  papers  therein 
mentioned,  transmitted. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bear  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety  on  the  afternoon  of  the  sixth  day 
of  SejJtember  last. 

On  reading  the  Letter  o[  Samuel  Bayard,  Esquire, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  reinain  for  further  consideration. 

On  reading  the  Letter  of  Nicholas  Low,  of  the  6th  of 
September  last,  for  leave  to  ship  Flour, 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  Letter  be  wrote  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  requesting  their  directions,  whether  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  Colony  ought  to  be  prevented  from  exporting 
Provisions  or  any  other  articles  to  any  places  whatsoever, 
except  those  interdicted  by  the  General  Association  of  the 
Congress. 

Thereupon,  a  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Continental 
Congi-ess  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-Y'ork,  October  13,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  take 
the  sense  of  the  honourable  Congress,  and  to  give  us  their 
answer  by  retm-n  of  the  post,  or  first  other  good  convey- 
ance, whether  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  ought  to  be 
prevented  from  exporting  provisions  or  other  articles  to 
any  places  whatsoever  except  those  interdicted  by  the 
General  Association  of  the  Congress. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect.  By  order  of  the  Congress  : 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 

Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  llicrcof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  Report  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  on  the  7lh  of 
September  last.  And  on  reading  the  Certificate  ol'  Jacobus 
Stoutcnbergh,  the  Congress  conceived  his  estimate  of  the 
Arms,  therein  mentioned,  to  be  too  high. 

Ordered,  That  inquiry  be  made,  what  is  become  of 
the  Accoutrements  mentioned  in  that  Certificate,  and  that 
the  same  be  further  considered  hereafter. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  residue  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  last  Committee  of  Safety  on  the 
seventh,  and  their  Proceedings  on  the  eighth  day  of  Sep- 
tember last.  Theretqion,  Mr.  Loiv  moved,  and  was  se- 
conded by  Mr.  J'erplanck,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
"  1  move  that  the  sense  of  this  Congress  be  taken,  whether 
the  evidence,  which  appears  to  this  Congress,  was  suffi- 
cient to  authorize  the  taking  of  Mr.  Bethnne."  Debates 
arising  thereon,  and  the  day  being  near  elapsed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Low's  motion  be  ))ostpone(l  till  to- 
morrow morning. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  until  nine  o'clock,  to-moi- 
row  morning. 

Die  8al)bati,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  October  11,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  jiursuant  to  adjournment.  Present : 
Nathaniel  Ji'oodhidl,  Esq.,  President,  &c. 

Mr.  John  Moore,  of  Tryon  County,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  called  in.  He  produced  a  Certificate  from  the 
Committee  of  Tiyon  County,  signed  by  Nicholas  Herck- 
heimer.  Chairman.  Was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

'•Tryon  County  Connniltee  Cliamber,  .September  13,  1775. 

"  HoNouR.vBLE  Gentlemen:  Agreeable  to  a  resolve  of 
this  Committee,  instead  of  your  late  Delegate  at  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  New- York,  Mr.  John  Moore,  a  mem- 
ber of  our  Committee,  was  chosen  by  a  majority  of  votes 
to  represent  our  County  in  the  said  Provincial  Congress 
o(  Neiv-York,  as  our  Delegate,  whom  we  recommend  to 
be  accordingly  accepted  on  that  purpose  ;  and  we  are  of  the 
humble  opinion  that  one  \v\\\  suttice  as  representative  for 
our  County,  as  the  expense  for  two  would  be  too  burden- 
some for  our  small  County.  Relying  on  your  favoiuable 
grant,  we  are  always,  with  much  regard,  honourable  Gen- 
tlemen, your  obedient  humble  servants. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

"  Nicholas  Herckheimer,  Chairman." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  .Tohn  Moore  take  his  seat. 
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Francis  James,  owner  of  a  Pilol-Boat,  named  tlie  Bishop 
ofLlandaj)',  lately  employed  in  services  to  the  eastward, 
was  called  in  and  examined.     Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Wardens  of  the  Port  of  Nciv-  York 
do,  on  their  oatli  of  office,  value  the  said  Pilot-Boat,  as  she 
now  lays,  and  return  their  valuation  thereof,  signed  by 
themselves,  to  this  Congress,  with  all  convenient  speed. 

A  Letter  from  JrtCo6  Lansing,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  at  Albany,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Albany,  October  9,  1775. 

•'  Gentlemen  :  In  consequence  of  your  letter  respect- 
ing the  repairing  of  the  barracks,  we  have  appointed  those 
persons  whom  you  recommended  to  us,  who  we  judge  are 
competent  for  the  pin-jjose.  We  will  give  them  all  the 
advice  they  may  stand  in  need  of,  in  order  to  complete 
this  business  with  expedition  ;  and  as  many  articles  cannot 
be  got  without  cash,  viz:  firewood,  lime,  brick,  Sec,  v.'e 
have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  to  draw  upon  you,  in  favour 
of  Messrs.  Peter  Silvester,  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  and 
Henry  Glenn,  Esquires,  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds, 
lor  which  sum  this  Committee  will  be  accountable,  alter 
the  work  is  comideted. 

"  We  are,  Gentlemen,  with  esteem,  your  most  humble 
servants.     By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

"Jacob  Lansing,  Jun.,  Chairman.'' 

The  Draft  for  two  hundred  Pounds,  mentioned  in  the 
Letter  o(  Jacob  Lansing,  Jun.,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  o(  Albany,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"Albany,  October  d,  1775. 

"  Sir:  Please  to  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  unto  Messrs. 
Peter  Silvester,  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  and  Henry  Glenn, 
Esquires,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds,  New-York 
currency,  for  the  purpose  as  mentioned  in  our  letter  of 
this  day's  date. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

"Jacob  Lansing,  Jrw.,  Chairman. 
^^To.V.   fVoodhull,  Esq." 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  do  pay  to  Peter 
Silvester,  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  and  Jlcnry  Glenn,  Esqrs., 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds,  New-York  currency,  lor 
the  purjiose  of  repairing  the  Bariacks  at  Albany,  and  that 
JMr.  Livingston  take  a  receipt  from  those  gentlemen  for 
that  sum. 

The  President  informed  the  Congress  that  Powder  from 
Philadelphia  for  this  Congress  is  passed  or  passing  through 
EUzabelhtoim  to  Dobb's  Ferry. 

Ordered,  That  Co\one\  Die  Dong  all  be  authorized,  and 
is  hereby  authorized,  to  take  such  methods  to  get  that  Pow- 
der safe  to  Town  as  be  shall  think  jiroper. 

A  Letter  from  Jacobus  Van  Zandt  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  SaUirJay  .Morning. 

•'Sir:  We  think  it  will  be  prudent  of  the  Congress  to 
order  Colonel  Lasher  to  procure  twenty  men  to  guard  the 
Congress  money  without  Sandy-Hook,  as  the  man-of- 
war  boat  may  lay  in  wait  for  her  near  that  jilace,  although 
the  Viper  may  be  at  sea  by  way  of  decoy. 

"  I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee,  Sir,  your  humble 
servant.  Jacobus  \'\n  Zandt. 

"To  Colonel    floodhall,    Chairman  of    Provincial    Con- 
gress. 

"  P.  S.  The  vessel  will  be  ready  to  sail  this  evening 
or  lo-morrow." 

Ordered,  Tint  Air.  T'an  Zandt  and  Colonel  McDou- 
gall  confer  witli  Mr.  Van  Zandt  on  the  subject  of  his 
Letter,  and  iIkU  ilicy  agree  upon  such  methods  relative 
thereto  as  they  shall  think  proper,  and  carry  the  same  or 
direct  the  same  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consieleration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Loxv,  of  yesterday,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ver- 
planck,  which  motion  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit :  "  I 
move  that  the  sense  of  this  Congress  be  taken,  whether 
the  evidence,  which  appears  to  this  Congress,  was  sulfi- 
ciciu  to  authoiize  the  taking  of  Mr.  Bethunc." 


And  debates  arising  thereon,  and  tlie  question  being  put, 
whether  the  evidence,  which  appears  to  this  Congress,  was 
sufficient  to  authorize  the  taking  of  Air.  Bethune,  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  Negnlite.  For  the  Affirmative. 

1  Ncu-.York,  (Mr.  McDougoU.  Thomas         2  Suffolk, 

Smith,  John  Van  Cortlundt,  James  2  Cumberland. 

Beekman,  dissenting,)  — 

2  Queen's,  (Mr.  rAor«6'  for  Queen's,)  4      f King's,  divided.) 
2  Richmond, 

2  Tryon, 

3  Albany. 


Resolved,  therefore.  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Con- 
gress, that  the  evidence,  which  appears  to  this  Congress, 
was  not  sudicient  to  authorize  the  taking  of  Mr.  Bethune. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  jMicheau, 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  made  on 
the  8th  of  July  last,  of  a  plan  for  a  dissolution  of  this  Con- 
gress, and  the  election  of  a  new  Provincial  Congress  for 
this  Colony,  except  that  part  which  was  then  considered 
and  agreed  to,  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Jl'ednesday 
next. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  until  Monday  morning, 
but  not  then  able  to  make  a  House. 

Die  Martis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  October  17,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present : 

Nathaniel  IVoodhull,  Esq.,  President. 
A   Letter  from  Walter  Franklin  &/■  Co.  was   read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"New-York,  October  17,  1775. 

"  RiispF.cTED  Friend  :  We  have  a  sloop  which  we  pro- 
pose sending  to  Georgia,  one  of  the  Vnited  Colonies,  and 
to  put  her  in  a  set  of  ballast,  with  about  one  hundred  bar- 
rels of  flour,  some  bread,  rum,  and  perhaps  some  other 
small  articles,  but  shall  not  proceed  to  take  any  thing  on 
boarfl  until  a  permission  is  first  obtained  from  the  honour- 
able Provincial  Congress. 

"  We  are,  respectfully,  thy  friends, 

"  \\  ALTER  Franklin  &:  Co.'' 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  deferred 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kissatn,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
all  the  Resolutions  and  advices  of  the  Contineiiial  Con- 
gress, relative  to  this  Colony,  delivered  in  their  Report, 
which  was  read  ;  and  the  same  being  again  read,  paragra]ili 
by  paragraph,  and  amended  and  approved  of,  is  in  tlie 
words  following,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  report,  that  they  have  perused  all  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  which  more  im- 
mediately respect  this  Colony,  from  the  ISlh  May  to  the 
17th  instant,  and  find  that  the  resolution  relative  to  the 
collecting  Saltpetre  and  Brimstone  hath  not  been  fully 
complied  with,  and  therefore  do  report  it  as  their  opinion — 

1st.  That  all  the  Brimstone  and  Sulphur  in  this  City, 
not  exceeding  twenty  tons,  (except  about  two  tons  to  be 
reserved  for  the  use  of  vessels,)  be  purchased  and  de- 
posited, with  all  convenient  despatch,  at  some  secure  place 
near  the  Powder  Mills  in  this  Colony,  under  the  care  of 
the  res|iective  Committees  of  the  County  or  District  where 
the  mills  are. 

i2d.  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  respective  Colonels 
of  the  Militia  and  .Minute-Men  in  this  Colony,  requesting 
them  to  appoint  and  notify  to  their  respective  Regiments, 
some  convenient  place  of  rendezvous,  where  they  are  to 
muster,  completely  eijuipped,  upon  any  publick  alarm,  and 
to  remain  until  marching  orders  shall  be  received  by  their 
respective  Colonels  or  commanding  Officers ;  and  that  the 
Colonels  be  desired  to  acquaint  this  Congress  of  the  places 
llioy  shall  so  respectively  appoint  for  that  purpose. 

;jd.  That  in  order  to  give  a  general  alarm  throughout 
the  Colony,  in  case  of  invasion,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
mustering  the  Regiments  aforesaid,  that  Beacons  be  erect- 
ed at  convenient  places  and  distances  throughout  the  Co- 
lony, and  where  convenient  places  cannot  be  found  to  erect 
Beacons,  that  (^annon  be  fixed  instead  of  them,  and  that 
some  fit  person  be  employed,  under  the  direction  and  with 
the  advice  of  the  se\eral  Countv  Committees,  to  make  a 
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proper  arrangement  for  this  business,  and  to  report  thereon 
to  the  Congress. 

4th.  And  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  intelMgence,  in 
case  of  invasion,  your  Committee  report,  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  several  County  Committees  in  this  Colony, 
to  appoint  and  engage  some  one  or  more  of  their  own  body, 
whose  place  of  residence  shall  be  convenient  for  the  pur- 
]iose,  or  any  other  discreet  person  or  persons  who  shall 
live  on  or  near  the  most  publick  roads  that  lead  from  New- 
York  thi'ough  their  respective  Counties,  to  have  a  person 
and  horse  in  readiness  to  forwai'd  intelligence  in  case  of 
invasion  ;  and  that  the  Committees  fix  the  several  stages, 
in  their  respective  Counties,  from  ten  to  about  fifteen  miles 
distance,  and  make  a  return  thereof  to  the  Congress,  with 
the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  the  persons  to  be  em- 
])loyed  as  aforesaid. 

.jth.  That  a  letter  be  wiitten  to  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed for  erecting  a  IxUlcry  on  the  banks  of //i/f/iOJi's 
River,  requesting  them  to  examine  wliether  it  is  practicable 
to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  Iliuhon's  River,  between  this 
City  and  the  said  Batteiy,  and,  if  so,  in  what  j)lace  and 
how,  and  that  they  report  thereon  with  all  convenient 
speed.  And  that  the  said  Commissioners  be  also  desired 
to  report  whether  there  are  any  other  places  on  Hudson's 
River,  where  small  Batteries  may  be  erected  so  as  to  annoy 
the  enemy  in  their  passage,  and,  particularly,  whether  the 
I'oint  on  tlie  west  shore,  a  litile  above  J'crplanck's  Point, 
and  at  or  uear  Moore's  House,  would  nut  be  proper  places 
for  that  purpose  ;  and  that  they  be  requested  to  report  to 
this  Congress,  with  all  convenient  speed,  such  places  as 
they  shall  think  may  be  advantageously  fortified,  with  an 
estimate  of  the  expense,  and  an  account  of  the  number 
and  weight  of  ordnance  that  will  be  weanling,  and  when,  in 
their  opinion,  the  works  could  be  completed. 

6th.  Your  Committee  further  report,  that  it  is  their 
opinion  that  four  Companies  of  Matrosscs,  consisting  of 
eighty  men  each,  will  be  necessary  to  occupy  the  Forts  on 
Hudson's  River,  when  completed,  and  that  one  Company 
at  least  should  be  immediately  enlisted  for  that  purpose  ; 
and  that  it  will  be  proper  to  write  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress for  their  dii-ection  on  this  subject. 

7th.  That  a  copy  of  the  Continental  Resolution  of  the 
7th  instant,  together  with  such  jiarts  of  this  report  as 
respect  the  said  resolution,  be  sent  to  the  Assembly  of 
Connecticut  and  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Neiv-Jerscy, 
together  with  a  letter,  requesting  their  advice  on  the  sub- 
ject of  conveying  intelligence  in  cases  of  invasion,  and  of 
receiving  assistance  when  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their  Com- 
mittee in  their  Report. 

The  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Colonels  of  the  IMilitia 
and  Minute-Men  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Conjrress  at  New.Yoik,  OctoUer  17,  1775. 

Sir  :  In  order  that  timely  assistance  may  be  had,  in  case 
of  an  invasion  on  this  Colony,  directions  will  be  given  by 
the  Congress  for  erecting  beacons  at  some  and  cannon  in 
other  |)laces  of  the  Colony,  to  alarm  the  country  ;  these 
signals,  when  erected,  will  be  so  arranged  as  to  prevent 
any  mistakes  in  the  alarm.  You  are  requested  to  give 
orders  to  your  Regiments,  that  upon  any  alarm  so  made, 
they  muster,  completely  equipped  and  with  provisions,  at 
some  convenient  place  of  rendezvous  to  be  appointed  by 
you,  and  remain  there  till  you  shall  receive  marching  orders 
from  the  Congress  or  your  commanding  olhcer. 

Please  to  acquaint  us  with  the  place  you  shall  appoint 
for  the  rendezvous. 

We  are  )our  humble  servants. 
To  the  Colonels  of  the  [Militia  and  Minute-iMen. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Congress  o^  New-Jerseij, 
and  to  the  Governour  and  Company  of  Connecticut,  was 
road  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

Sir  :  We  enclose  you  a  copy  of  an  order  of  Congress, 
directing  us  to  confer  with  you  on  the  speediest  manner  of 
conveying  intelligence,  in  cases  of  invasion,  and  of  receiving 
assistance  when  necessary.     We   also  enclose  a   plan  for 


that  purpose,  for  your  consideration,  and  beg  you  will 
favour  us  with  your  sentiments  on  the  subject,  with  such 
amendments  or  additions  to  it  as  you  may  think  necessary. 

We  are  your  very  humble  servants. 

Ordered,  That  two  copies  thereof  be  engrossed,  and 
signed  by  the  President,  and  one  copy  thereof  be  directed 
to  the  Congress  of  Neiv-Jersey,  and  another  copy  to  the 
Governour  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit  : 

In  rrovincial  Congress,  New-York,  October  17,  177o. 

Sir:  We  have  used  all  possible  despatch  to  comi)lete 
the  fortifications  on  Hudson's  River,  and  we  expect  they 
will  be  in  such  forwardness  in  about  six  weeks,  as  to  have 
most  of  the  cannon  mounted.  The  Commissioners  have 
been  directed  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries  respecting 
the  other  small  batteries,  and  in  the  obstructing  of  the  navi- 
gation of  Hudson's  River,  mentioned  by  Congress  in  their 
order  of  the  7th  instant,  to  which  due  attention  shall  be 
paid.  We  are  of  opinion  that  four  Companies  of  Ma- 
trosses,  consisting  of  at  least  eighty  men  each,  will  be 
wanted  to  occupy  these  forts  when  completed,  and  that 
one  Company  at  least  should  be  immediately  raised,  that 
we  may  in  time  have  men  ])roperly  trained  to  the  use  of 
cannon,  as  the  utilit)'  of  our  fortifications  will  much  depend 
upon  it. 

We  are,  &;c. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signcu 
by  the  President,  and,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  above 
Reports  of  the  Committee,  be  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Peter  T.  Curtenius  be  requested  to 
purchase  fifty  thousand  Flints  and  five  tons  of  Lead,  for 
the  use  of  this  Colony. 

Messrs.  John  GriJ/ilh  and  Thomus  VardeU,  two  of  the 
Wardens  of  the  Port  of  New- York,  delivered  in  an  esti- 
mate of  the  Pilot-Boat  named  the  Bishop  of  Llcindaff, 
which  was  read   and  filed,  and   is  in   the  words  following, 

^^  "  "  ■  "  N.'W.York,  October  18,  177,5. 

"  Wi?,  tlie  sulrscribcrs,  have  examined  the  Pilot-Boat 
named  the  Bishop  of  LImdaff,  and  find  her  to  be  worth 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  ninety-six  Pounds,  this  cm- 

'•*^"'^)-  "  John  Griffith, 

'■Thomas  Vardell." 

A  Receipt  A'  in  Colonel  (loose  T'an  Schaick  to  Chris- 
topher Diii/ch'inck,  f)i-  fourteen  hundicd  pounds  of  Powder, 
delivered  at  Albunii  on  the  lOih  instant,  was  read  and 
filed. 

A  Letter  from  John  Hanson,  one  of  the  Commissioners 
for  erecting  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  dated  and 
received  yesterday,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
fullowing,  to  wit : 

••  Monday,  October  Iti,  177r.. 

"  Gentlemkn  :  I  shall  esteem  it  a  very  particular  favout 
if  you  will  appoint  somebody  to  act  in  my  place  as  one  oi 
the  Commissioners  for  erecting  fortifications  on  Hudson  ^ 
River,  as  I  have  always  intended  going  to  the  U'est-Indiei. 
the  last  of  this  month.      I  shall  return   up  the  river,  and 


give  you  every  assistance  in  my  power 


dur 


iny  stay  here, 


and  bring  with  me  the  joint  opinion  of  all  the  gentlemen, 
relative  to  the  new  instructions  sent  to  us  from  the  Cunt.- 
nental  Congress. 

'•  1  am,  with  esteem  and  respect,  Gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  humble  .servant,  ,.  j^^^^  H.^nson." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  remain  for  consideration 
till  a  proper  person  can  be  thouglit  of  as  a  Commissioner. 

Bobert  North  and  Ferboss,  two  of  Hudson's  River  Skip- 
pers, came  into  Congress,  and  complained  of  some  disagree- 
able treatment  which  they  received  at  the  new  Fortifica- 
tions. Thereupon,  a  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  said 
Commissioners  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congrc^-s  New-York,  October  17,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  We  have  leceived  complaints  from  sundry 
persons  with  relation  to  the  conduct  of  some  among  you 
who  have  maltreated  the  commanders  and  passengers  of 
vessels  navi^'atiiig  //irVsO'i'y   River,  fur   not    lowerinir   the 
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peak  of  the  mainsail  upon  passinLT  the  fori.  Those  who 
have  been  provoked  by  this  demand  complain  that  you 
siiould,  of  your  own  audioiity,  widiout  the  recommendation 
of  the  Congress,  exact  instances  of  respect  from  your  fellow- 
citizens.  You  must  at  once  be  sensible  that  so  trivial  a 
token,  or  the  omission  of  it,  can  never  mark  out  our  friends 
from  our  foes,  or  answer  any  other  valuable  purpose; 
al  the  same  lime  it  is  evident  that  great  disgusts  have 
arisen  from  the  peremptory  demand,  and  probably  blood- 
shed may  ensue.  Tiie  Colonies  have  sufliciently  sufTered 
through  punctilio,  and  we  beg  you  will  desist  from  exact- 
ing marks  of  submission  or  respect,  of  any  kind,  until  a 
plan,  which  is  now  in  agitation,  shall  be  completed,  which 
may  tend  to  obviate  the  future  intentions  of  our  foes  to 
pierce  into  the  interior  of  the  Colony,  through  the  natural 
communication  which  tlie  river  allords ;  to  prevent  this  is 
the  intention  of  the  fortification  which  you  superintend, 
and  therefore  all  signals  from  vessels  going  backwards  and 
forwards  should,  in  our  opinion,  be  simply  confined  to  that 
object,  and  be  by  no  means  used  as  instances  of  complai- 
sance to  the  Congress  or  its  ollicers,  when  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  community  so  loudly  forbid  it. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vants.    By  order; 

Ordercil,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  Petition  o(  John  Hunter,  for  assistance  in  cash,  and 
liis  Plan  for  carrying  on  a  Linen  Manufactory,  with  the 
scheme  for  appointing  Managers,  delivered  in  therewith, 
were  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition,  and  Plans  attending 
the  same,  lay  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  Members. 

The  Petition  of  Richard  Lightfoot,  a  Pin-Maker,  pro- 
posing a  plan  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  Pin  making, 
and  rer|uesting  money,  and  the  aid  of  Congress,  to  set  that 
business  on  foot  and  carry  il  on. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition,  and  the  papers  attend- 
ing the  same,  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  Member-. 

The  Congress  then  adjom-ned  until  nine  o'clock,  to- 
morrow morning.  

Di,-  Mniviirii,  9  1,...  A.  :\I.,  On.,:,  r  is,  IT?:,. 
The  Congress  met  jiursuant  to  adjoinnmcnt.      Present; 

Na/lianicI  IVoodlndl,  Esrp,  President,  Sec. 
A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  ,A.A;i  Hancock,  Esq.,  Pre- 
sident of  the  (Jontinental  CJongress,  was  read  and  filed,  and 
is  in  the  words  follouing,  to  wit: 

"riiil.Lili-lphi.i,  Ocloh.-r   K;,  1775. 

"Gentlemen:  By  some  late  advices  fiom  General 
Schuyler,  we  understand  that  he  is  in  great  distress  for  want 
of  powder;  and  as  so  much  depends  on  the  success  of  that 
expedition,  indeed,  as  the  safely  of  all  America  depends 
upon  it,  the  Congress  have  unanimously  agreed  that  the 
ton  of  powder  forwarded  to  you  last  week,  from  Philadcl- 
yJiia,  be,  with  all  possible  ex|)edition,  despatched  to  Cien- 
oral  Schuyler.  In  the  mean  time  the  Congress  will  fall 
upon  all  the  measures  in  their  power,  to  furnish  you  with 
all  that  they  jjossibly  can. 

"  You  will  please  inmiediaiely  to  put  this  recommenda- 
tion in  execution. 

•'  I  am,  Gentlemen,  VOLU-  ino-l  obi'diint  lunnble  servant, 
".luiiN  ll.\N(  (,CK,  I'rcsidail. 
"  Provincial  Convention  oi }\i.u--\'(irL\" 

Ordered,  That  the  ton  of  Powder,  meiuioned  in  Presi- 
dent Hancock's  Letter  of  ihe  IGlli  in^lanl,  and  now  in  ihe 
Powder-House  al  New-York,  be  forwarded  lo  General 
iSV/ii/i/Zcr  immediately ;  and  ihul  John  Van  Corl land t  and 
Joseph  Hallett,  Esquires,  or  either  of  them,  be  empowered 
lo  receive  the  said  Powder  from  Habriel  IV.  Ludlow,  Esq., 
and  forward  the  same  to  Colonel  i'an  Schaick,  al  Albany, 
and  in  his  absence  to  the  Commissary  then?,  to  be  for- 
wardi;d  to  General  Schuyler  innnediately;  and  that  these 
gentlemen  forward  the  said  Gunpowder  in  such  manner  as 

tliev  ihink  best. 

And  Ordered,  That  Gahrid  11.  Ludlow,  Esq.,  deliver 

the   said   ton  of  Gunp(jwder   lo  John   I'an  (Jortlandt   and 

Jijs< ph  Hulletl,  Esquires,  or  either   of  them,  or   iheir   or 

cither  of  their  order. 


Thereupon,  a  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Col.  Jan  Schauk, 
al  Albany,  and  in  his  absence  lo  Halter  Livingston,  Esq., 
was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
lo  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress  at  New-York,  October  l^,  1775. 

SiK  :  We  send  by  this  conveyance  a  ton  of  gunpowder, 
which,  by  order  of  the  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, is  to  be  forwarded  to  General  Schuyler  wiili  all  pos- 
sible despatch,  which  we  f)ray  you  lo  see  performed. 

We  are,  respectfully.  Sir,  your  very   humble  servants. 
By  order : 
To  Col.  Goose  I'an  Srhaick,  nt  Albany,  and  in  his  absence 

lo  Waller  Livingston,  Esq.,  or  his  Deputy. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by   the    President,  and    transmitted   with    the   said    Gun- 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Honourable  John  Hancock, 
Es(j.,  President  of  the  Continental  Congress,  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  ihe  words  following,  to  wit : 

In   Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  October  Is,  177.-,, 

Sik;  We  are  this  moment  honoured  with  your  favour 
of  the  IGih  instant,  advising  us  of  the  unanimous  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  to  forward  to  General  Schuyler  the  ton 
of  Powder  you  lately  sent  us,  which  was  immediately 
ordered  to  be  carried  into  execution,  although  we  cannot, 
beside  that,  command  two  hundred  pounds  of  powder,  if  it 
would  save  the  (Jolony  from  destruction.  We  have  fre- 
quently spared  all  the  powder  in  our  Colony  to  supply  the 
urgent  calls  of  the  Coniinental  Army  al  Cambridge  and 
Ticondernga,  and  thereby  exposed  ourselves  to  insult  and 
ruin.  We  therefore  entreat  you  lo  represent  lo  Congress 
the  absolute  necessity  of  their  replacing,  without  delay, 
the  powder  we  have  furnished  lo  the  Continental  Army, 
for  otherwise  we  shall  not  be  able,  in  case  of  an  invasion, 
to  make  that  defence  which  might  be  expected  from  us  by 
our  neighbours,  or  even  to  prevent  insults.  Should  the 
Congress  be  unable  lo  order  us  the  powder  out  of  the  Con- 
tinental magazine,  we  submit  it  to  their  consideration, 
whelher  the  City  of  Philadelphia  cannot,  with  greater 
safely  to  the  confederated  Colonies,  spare  ihe  quantity  we 
have  sent  to  the  Army,  than  we  can  want  it. 

W'e  arc,  respeclfullv,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servants. 
By  order : 
To  the  Honourable  JoA(i  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  ihe 

Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by   the  President,  and  iransmilied. 

Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  from  the  Members  of  Albany, 
brought  in  a  draught  of  a  Letter  lo  Walter  Livingston, 
Esq.,  the  Deputy  Connnissary-General  at  j4/ifr«y,  relating 
lo  the  accounts  of  Ferrymen,  for  ferrying  Soldiers  in  thai 
County,  which  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  lo  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress  at  New-York,  October  Is,  177,'>. 

Sill :  Upon  application  of  the  Members  from  Albany, 
representing  the  unsettled  state  of  the  ferrymen's  charges 
for  carrying  over  the  troops  on  their  way  lo  the  seat  of 
action,  we  think  pro|ier  to  inform  you  lliat  we  conceive 
those  charges  should  be  a  Continental  charge,  and  would 
recommend  it  lo  you  lo  settle  the  same,  that  no  obstruc- 
tion may  nri-e  to  the  troops  passing  and  repassing  to  and 
fioin  thai  (juarler. 

We  are,  most  respectfully.  Sir,  your  very  humble  ser- 
vants.    By  order  : 
To  Walter  Livingston,  ICsij.,  Deputy  Connnissary-General 

at  Albany. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  Iransmilied. 

Mr.  .hicn/ius  I'un  Zandt  informed  the  Congress,  that  in 
obechence  ici  tiieir  namle  instructions,  given  to  him  in  Con- 


reed  will)  Francis  James  for  tin 


purchase  of  the  Pilot-Boat  named  the  Bishop  of  Llandajj' ; 
lli'it  the  said  Francis  .fames,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  ilic 
other  owners  of  the  said  Pilot-Boat,  had  disposed  of  her 
lo  him  for  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  ninety-six  Pounds, 
the  value  at  which  she  has  been  appraised  by  two  of  the 
Wardens  of  this  I'orl. 

Onlered,  That  Peter  J'an  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
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Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  do  immediately  advance  to  Mr. 
Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  tlie  said  sum  of  four  Iiundred  and 
ninety-six  Pounds,  to  pay  for  the  said  Pilot-Boat  named 
the  Bishop  of  Llaiidoff. 

A  Letter  from  General  IVashingfon  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

"Camp  at  Cambndgp,  October  13,  1775. 

"Siii:  I  am  to  thank  you  for  your  favourof  the  4th  inst., 
enclosing  the  advices  from  England  of  26th  July  and  8th 
August.  A  few  days  ago,  I  apprized  the  Committee  of 
JS'ew-YorJc  n(  the  sailing  of  a  small  fleet  from  Boston,  with 
artillery  to  bombard  a  Town.  I  did  not  then  know  that 
the  Provincial  Congress  was  sitting,  or  the  advice  would 
have  been  directed  to  them.  I  now,  Sir,  beg  leave  to 
ar(|uaint  you  that  the  fleet  then  mentioned  has  been  seen 
standing  N.  N.  E.,  so  that  we  apprehend  it  is  destined 
aL'ainst  some  Town  on  the  coast  of  this  Province,  ]\lcir- 
Hampsliirc,  or  perhaps  to  (-^ucbeck. 

"We  have  no  occurrence  in  the  camp  worthy  of  notice. 
Both  sides  are  making  all  preparation  for  winter. 

'■  I  am,  with  the  most  respectful  regards  to  the  Provincial 
(."ongiess,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  ser- 
vant, Georoe  Washington. 
"  The  Pre-ident  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  New-York." 

A  Letter  from  Samuel  Bayard  and  William  Bedlow, 
Commissioners  at  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  bear- 
ing ilale  the  15th  instant,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  followini;,  to  wit : 

'■  Maitrl.ici's  Ruck,  October  l,",,  177.".. 

"Sir:  Since  we  have  bad  cannon  mounted  and  colours 
hoisted  on  this  fortification,  we  thought  it  necessary  for 
every  vessel  jiassing  by  in  tlie  daytime,  instead  of  sending 
their  ho.il  on  shore,  to  hail  them  to  lower  the  peak  of  their 
mainsail,  as  a  token  of  their  being  friendly.  We  are  now 
to  acquaint  you  that  one  Captain  Robert  North,  passing 
by  on  this  day,  was  hailed  to  lower  his  peak,  which  he 
refused  to  do.  On  being  threatened  with  a  shot,  be  rejilied, 
that  was  what  he  wanted.  On  this,  we  sent  an  armed 
boat  on  board  of  him,  to  bring  him  to,  in  order  to  inquire 
his  reason  for  refusing  to  do  the  same  which  he  that  instant 
saw  another  sloop  to  do.  On  our  boat's  boarding  of  him, 
he  told  the  people  therein,  that  he  had  a  brace  of  pistols, 
and  if  that  damned  rascal.  Captain  Bayard,  did  not  pro- 
duce an  order  lo  him,  from  the  Provincial  Congress,  for 
the  request  we  made,  he  would  blow  his  brains  out  ;  with 
many  more  unfriendly  expressions.  We  beg.  Sir,  you  will 
lay  the  above  before  the  honourable  Piovincial  Congress; 
and  if  our  conduct  herein  meet  with  their  approbation,  you 
will  please  to  signify  the  same  unto  us. 

"  \Ve  are,  with  respect,  Sir,  your  humble  ser\'ants, 
"  S.\.mi:el  Bavakl), 
"  William  Bedi.ow. 
"  To  Nathaniel    JVoodhull,   President  of  the    Provincial 

Congress." 

A  Letter  from  Messrs.  Samuel  Bayard  and  IViUiam 
Bidlow,  two  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Fortifications  at 
the  Highlands,  bearing  date  on  the  16th  instant,  was  read 
and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Hudson's  River,  October  IG,  177.''.. 

"  Sir:  Yours,  in  Provincial  Congress  of  the  12tli  inst., 
enclosing  sundry  resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
we  yesterday  received  ;  and  on  consulting  with  Mr.  Ro- 
mans, the  engineer,  have  made  the  several  remarks  tlierein, 
which  we  now  send  you  enclosed.  As  soon  as  time  will 
]iermit,  we  shall  view  the  places  reconmiended  more  strictly 
than  we  have  had  an  opportunity  to  do  at  present.  The 
engineer  informs  us  he  cannot  give  an  estimate  of  the  charge 
of  a  further  work,  that  may  be  necessary  at  I'ooplooifs 
Kill.  We  shall  exert  ourselves  in  forwarding  the  works 
carrying  on  here,  and  every  other  order  the  Provincial 
Congress  may  command.  We  beg  leave  to  request  you 
will  communicate  this,  with  the  enclosed,  unto  the  honour- 
able Provincial  Congress. 

"  We  are,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servants, 

"Samuel  Bavard, 
"  William  Bedlow. 
"To   Nathaniel   JVoodhull,    President   of  the    Provincial 

Congress." 


The  Remarks  of  the  Engineer  and  Commissioners  at  the 
Highlands  were  read  and  tiled,  and  are  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit  : 

"Higblamls,  October  16,  1775. 
'•Remarks  in  ansiver  to  the  'Report  of  a  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  Letters  from  New- 
York,  and  the  plans  for  obstructing  the  navigation  of 
Hudson's  River.' 

"  If  it  be  considered  that  the  season  when  this  work  was 
undertaken  was  very  far  advanced,  i  think  that  we  are  in 
as  forward  a  situation  as  can  be  wished  for ;  and  I  make  no 
doubt  but  the  works  begun  will  in  three  weeks'  time  be 
of  sufficient  strength  to  stand  the  brunt  of  as  large  a  ship  of 
rank  as  can  come  here,  and  two  or  three  small  fry.  Heavy 
cannon,  such  as  of  eighteen,  twenty-four,  and  thirty-two 
pounds,  seem  to  be  all  that  is  wanted.  I  think  on  .Satur- 
day next  to  be  able  to  moimt  from  twelve  to  eighteen  can- 
non, eight  of  which,  at  least,  might  be  heavy  ones.  We 
are  in  a  miserable  limber  country  ;  ev('n  fascines  are  with 
more  difiiculiy  got  than  stones.  Of  the  last  we  have  such 
plenty,  that  in  four  days  one  hundred  and  fift}'  perches  of 
wall  lias  been  properly  laid  by  twelve  masons.  We  want 
more  workmen,  especially  masons,  and  require  a  regulation 
prescribed  to  them,  which  it  seems  impossible  to  bring 
them  under  until  they  be  properly  officered  and  distributed, 
each  division  having  its  proper  department  allotted,  it  is 
not  only  the  difficulty  of  getting  timber,  but  we  have  fully 
experienced  that  the  part  of  the  work  which  is  done  ni 
timber  advances  slower  than  the  stone,  by  a  degree  beyond 
all  comparison. 

"  A  battery  at  Moore's  house  seems,  at  present,  to  me 
entirely  useless.     I  will  examine  further  into  this  article. 

"  The  point  on  the  west  side,  above  T'erplanck's  Point, 
is  too  easy  of  access,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  many  ill-disposed 
people  ;  besitles  this,  it  can  he  of  little  use.  But  at  Roop- 
loop's  Kill,  opposite  to  Anthony's  Nose,  it  is  a  very  impor- 
tant pass:  the  river  narrow,  commanded  a  great  way  up 
and  down,  full  of  counter  currents,  and  subject  to  almost 
constant  fall  winds;  nor  is  there  any  anchorage  at  all,  ex- 
cept close  under  the  works  to  be  erected.  Jt  is  a  very 
easy  matter  to  establish  posts  for  intelligence  with  the  upper 
country  and  Connecticut :  for  the  last,  I  intend  logo  in 
person,  in  about  two  or  three  weeks'  time.  With  those  in 
the  Jerseys  I  am  not  so  perfectly  acquainted  ;  but  if  the 
country  people  are  well  affected,  I  know  the  roads  admit 
of  the  most  expeditious  intelligence,  and  of  our  receiving 
the  readiest  assistance. 

"  I  understand  that  it  will  be  an  easy  matter  to  obstruct 
the  navigation  of  the  river,  so  as  to  confine  it  to  twelve  or 
fourteen  feet ;  and  in  that  case  it  remains  large  enough  for 
our  use,  and,  without  new  inventions  and  constructions,  ilie 
enemy  can  then  do  us  very  little  hurt. 

"  B.  Romans,  Engineer.'' 

"  Iligblaiuls,  October  1(1,  1775. 

"  We  have  coiisiilercd  the  above  remarks,  and  fully  con- 
cur in  o])inioii  with  the  Engineer. 

"  Samuel  Bayard. 
"William  Bedlow.'' 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  Letter  and  Remarks 
be  made,  to  bo  sent  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  the  Congress  |iro- 
ceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  8th  of  June  last,  of  a  plan  for  the  dissolution 
of  this  Congress,  and  the  election  of  a  new  Provincial  Con- 
gress for  this  Colony.  The  same  was  read  ;  and  being 
again  read  by  paragraphs,  and  amended,  on  reading  that 
part  of  the  said  Report  which  directs  to  choose  such  per- 
sons as  they  can  confide  in  to  represent  them,  &c.,  Colonel 
Hardenbergh  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Major  fVil- 
liams,  in  the  words  following,  lo  wit:  "  I  move  that  elec- 
tions for  Delegates  for  the  next  Provincial  Congress  shall 
be  by  ballot,  in  the  several  Cities  and  Counties  in  this 
Colony." 

AVhereupon,  Mr.  De  Lancey  moved,  and  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Clarkson,  the  Previous  Question,  whether  the 
question  on  Colonel  Hardenbergh' s  motion  should  be  now 
put  ;  and  the  Previous  Question  being  put,  it  was  carried 
for  the  Previous  Question,   in   the   manner  following,  to 


1295 


i\EVV-YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  OCTOBER,  V, 


1296 


For  the  Precious  Question. 
2  Westchester, 
4  New.York, 

2  Tiyon, 

3  Albany, 
2  King's. 


inst  the  Precious  Qu 
2  Ulster, 
9  Cui.itxTlanil, 
a  Surtblk. 


13  Messrs.  McDongall  and  Thovms   Simlh,  of  N.icYurh,  <lis- 
sent  from  their  County. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  question  on  Colonel  Ilar- 
ileiiber^h's  motion  be  not  now  put. 

The^said  Report  bein^r  then  read  through,  and  agreed  to 
and  ajiproved  of,  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Whereas  it  is  highly  necessary,  for  tlie  sake  ofliberty, 
that  the  duration  of  the  power  of  all  persons  intrusted  with 
high  authority  should  he  limited  to  a  short  period,  and  more 
especially  when  they  are  nominated  by  and  their  authority 
delegated  unto  them  fiom  the  body  of  the  People  : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  this  Congress  shall  be  dis- 
solved on  Tuesdui/,  the  Mth  day  of  yove/nber  next.  And 
forasmuch  as  it  appears  to  us  highly  necessary  that  a  Pi'o- 
vincial  Congress  should  exist  until  the  disputes  between 
(ircat  Britain  and  America  shall  be  adjusted,  and  that  the 
Members  of  that  Congress  should  be  so  proportioned  as  to 
irive  a  due  weight  of  representation  to  the  several  parts  of 
the  Colony,  it  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  good  peo- 
ple of  this  Colony,  that  those  who  are  qualified  to  vote  for 
Representatives  in  General  Assembly,  do  choose  such  per- 
sons as  thi'y  can  confide  in,  to  represent  them,  as  Dejiuties 
of  this  Colony,  in  Provincial  Congress,  until  the  second 
Tuesday  in  May  next,  unless  a  reconciliation  with  Great 
Britain  shall  sooner  take  place  ;  and  that  the  Deputies  so 
chosen  meet  at  the  City  of  Atw-ForA:,  on  the  said  four- 
teenth day  of  November  next.  And  it  is  further  recom- 
mended, that  the  election  be  held  at  the  usual  places  for 
election  of  Representatives  in  General  Assembly,  in  the 
several  Counties,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  o{  Novem- 
ber next,  by  the  respective  Committees  of  the  several 
Counties,  or  at  such  otlier  places  as  the  said  Committees 
shall  previously  appoint,  and  duly  notify  to  their  several 
Counties. 

And  in  order  to  proportion  the  Members  of  each  County, 
it  is  Resolved,  That  the  City  and  County  of  New- York 
have  twenty -one  Members;  the  City  and  County  o(  Alba- 
ny, twelve  Mcndjers  ;  the  County  of  Dutchess,  nine  IMem- 
b'ers ;  the  County  of  IVestchesler,  nine  jMendjers ;  the 
County  of  Ulster,  eight  Members  ;  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
eigiit  Members  ;  the  County  of  Orange,  six  Members  ;  the 
County  of  (-Queen's,  eight  Alembei's  ;  the  County  of  King's, 
four  Members;  the  County  ni'  Richmond,  four  Members; 
the  County  of  Tryon.  four  Memhei's  ;  the  County  of  Cum- 
berland, three  Members;  the  County  of  G7o((tcs<cr,  two 
Members;  the  County  of  Charlotte,  two  jMembers. 

Resolved,  That  this  (.^ongress  does  agree  with  their  said 
Committee  in  the  said  Report;  and  Ordered,  That  the 
same  be  jiublished  in  all  the  Newspapers. 

A  Tjetter  from  Mr.  John  Hanson,  one  of  the  (-'omnii-- 
sioners  for  erecting  tlic  Fortifications,  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"O.'luli.T  IS,  177,";. 

"Gentlemen:  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you 
the  papers  delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  Yates  and  Mr.  Glen. 
Those  gentlemen  beliaved  with  the  greatest  politeness,  and 
I  imagined  that  their  observations  would  have  been  sutii- 
cient  to  have  set  every  thing  at  the  fort  in  jiioper  order. 
As  for  my  part,  when  I  undertook  that  business,  it  was 
from  ])ure  love  to  my  Country  and  to  the  rights  of  man- 
kind, without  any  views  of  self-interest,  and  never  expected 
any  pay  for  what  I  did  ;  and  I  believe  that  those  who  were 
joined  with  me  acted  from  the  strictest  principles  of  honour. 
I  can,  with  truth,  say  that  never  any  man  was  ill  used, 
passing  that  river,  by  any  of  us,  unless  he  abused  us;  and 
then  he  received  but  a  small  check,  not  equal  to  his  de- 
merits. It  would  have  been  acting  genteel  to  have  inquired 
into  thecoiniilaint  laid  before  the  Congress,  before  passing 
a  censure  upon  the  gentlemen  at  the  fort,  contained  in  the 
four  first  lines  of  your  letter  to  them.  When  men  act  from 
princi[)le,  and  are  placed  at  any  particular  post  of  conse- 
quence, and  find  themselves  in  a  precarious  situation,  it 
naturally  follows,  they  must  exercise  their  own  judgment 
for  the  good  of  the  post,  and  ought  to  be  supported  by  those 


who  placed  them  there,  which  has  not  been  the  case  in  tiiis 
instance.  An  insult  otfered  to  thein,  was  ofi'ered  to  the 
Congress  ;  and  the  abuse  of  the  complainants  in  Congress 
ought  not  to  have  been  permitted.  Had  the  Congress 
answered  our  letter  relative  to  the  very  thing  complained 
of,  this  never  would  have  happened.  I  must  therefore 
re(|uest,  gentlemen,  the  favour  of  the  Congress  to  appoint 
somebody  in  my  room,  for  I  will  never  go  back  to  the  fort. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient 
humble  servant,  John  Hanson." 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  referred  till 
to-moirow  morning. 

Tiie  Congress  then  adjourned  until  nine  o'clock,  to- 
morrow  morning. 

Die  Jovis,  0  lio.  A.  M.,  October  19,  1773. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present: 

Nathaniel  IVoodhull,  Esq.,  President. 
A  Petition  from  Samuel  Tudor,  praying  for  rank  for  him- 
self and  Company,  was  read  and  tiled,  and  is  in  the  worth 
following,  to  wit : 

"  Xcw-York,  October  IS,  1775. 

"Sir:  As  I  am  informed  the  honourable  Congress  has 
it  under  consideration  to  fix  the  rank  of  the  City  Artillery 
Companies,  my  entreating  it  to  be  determined  as  soon  as 
convenient,  and  offering  my  sentiments  thereon,  will  not,  I 
hope,  be  thought  presumptuous.  My  duty  to  you,  myself, 
and  the  Conqiany  I  have  the  honour  to  command,  urge  me 
thereto:  to  you.  Sir,  that  you  be  properly  informed;  to 
myself  and  the  Company,  that  in  case  we  be  deprived  of 
our  rights,  I  shall  stand  acquitted  of  remissness.  I  there- 
fore beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  my  Company  is  of  as 
long  standing  as  Captain  Rutgers's  commission — that  is, 
about  three  years;  that  his  Company  does  not  consist  of 
half  my  number;  that  mine  was  always  styled  the  Fii'st 
Comjiany,  and,  until  now,  was  the  only  Artillery  Comjia- 
ny  ;  and  that  it  has  been  kept  up  with  great  expense  and 
industry,  for  the  service  of  this  Country  ;  which  good  inten- 
tion, 1  fear,  will  be  defeated,  should  it  lose  that  rank  which 
we,  with  submission,  think  it  justly  entitled  to — of  remaining 
the  First  Company.  The  event,  Sir,  I  have  some  cause  to 
apprehend,  from  Captain  Rutgers  receiving  an  order  for 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  whilst  1,  with  a  much  larger  and  dis- 
ciplined Company,  have  received  but  one;  and  am,  there- 
fore, disappointed  in  my  early  repeated  applications  to  your 
honourable  body,  in  the  promise  I  had  of  being  first  sup- 
plied, and  the  pains  I  took  to  furwaril  the  casting  them. 

"  I  am,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  Samuel  Tl'dor. 
"To  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq." 

Ordered,  That  Mv.  Clarkson,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  and 
Mr.  Morris,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ])retensions 
of  Captain  Rutgers  and  Captain  Tudor,  and  their  respective 
Conqianies,  and  report  their  opinion  with  respect  to  the 
rank  of  those  gentlemen  and  their  Companies. 

A  draught  of  Instructions  to  the  Superintendents  at  the 
Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  respecting  vessels  passing 
the  said  Fortifications,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

Ii!  Provincial  Congress,  New.YorU,  October  19,  177:>. 

Gentlemen:  We  are  favoured  with  yours  of  the  loili 
instant,  and  are  pleased  with  your  activity  in  forwarding 
the  fort  and  works  under  your  charge  in  the  Highlands.  To 
obviate  all  disputes  relative  to  youi' conduct,  it  is  our  desire 
that  vou  would  dispense  with  the  ceremony  of  vessels  low- 
ering their  |)eak  as  they  pass  the  fort ;  we  think  it  cannot 
answer  the  purpose  of  detecting  the  foe;  and  that  for  tliu 
future  you  would  observe  the  following  rules: 

1st.  In  general,  we  do  not  apprehend  any  danger  can 
arise  from  vessels  coming  from  the  northward.  You  may, 
therefore,  let  them  pass  unmolested,  unless  you  shall  have 
evidence,  on  oath,  or  a  certificate  from  some  Committee, 
previously  given,  that  they  are  intended  to  supply  the 
IMinisteiial  Army  or  Navy  with  succours  or  necessaries  ;  in 
which  case,  you  are  to  detain  them  until  you  can  give  the 
Congress  or  the  Committee  of  Safety  notice  thereof,  to- 
gether with  such  evidence  or  certificate,  and  receive  tlieii 
orders. 
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•2d.  You  will  permit  all  vessels  from  the  southward  to 
pass  by  unmolested,  unless  you  shall  have  good  reason  to 
suspect  that  they  are  prosecuting  designs  inimical  to  the 
general  cause  ;  and  in  such  case,  you  will  prevent  ihem 
from  proceeding,  until  you  shall  be  satisfied  tiiat  lliey  have 
no  such  designs. 

3d.  We  recommend  it  to  the  SuperiiUendeuts  of  the 
fori,  and  also  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colony,  by  llieir 
general  conduct  to  use  their  endeavours  to  cultivate  a  good 
understanding  with  each  other;  being  confident  that  the 
Superintendents  will  not  permit  those  employed  under 
them  to  use  illiberal  language  to  persons  navigating  the 
river,  and  that  they  will,  in  the  exercise  of  their  ofiice,  give 
as  little  trouble  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colony  as  is 
possible. 

We  are,  respectfully.  Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  ser- 
vants.    By  order : 

To  the  Commissioners  at  the  Forlifications  in  the  High- 
lands. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  antl  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Timothy  Doughtij,  and  all  the  other 
piisoners  now  in  the  Jail,  by  order  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  be  brought  down  before  the  Congress  to-morrow- 
morning  to  be  heard;  and  that  Colonel  McDougall  be 
requested  to  furnish  a  sufficient  Guard  for  that  purpose. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  on  the  9tl),  11th,  I'ith,  13th, 
14th,  and  part  of  the  15tli  days  oi  September  last;  and 
on  reading  that  part  of  the  Minutes  of  ihe  Committee  of 
Safety  which  relates  to  John  Cornell  and  George  Nichol- 
son. 

Resolved ,  unanimously,  That  John  Cnrncll  be  at  liberty 
to  prosecute  George  i\icholson,  or  any  other  person  he 
thinks  proper,  for  a  certain  Horse  said  to  be  let  to  the  said 
George  Nicholson,  or  for  the  Hire  of  the  said  Horse. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  residue  of  th,e 
Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  said  Committee  of 
Safety,  as  fir  as  the  end  of  their  Proceedings  on  the  morn- 
ing of  tiie  said  15ih  day  of  September  last. 

A  Tjettcr  from  the  Committee  of  Newport,  dated  Octo- 
ber l-2th,  and  signed  by  Samuel  Dyer,  Chairman  pro  tem- 
pore, was  read,  setting  forth  the  distresses  of  the  said  Town, 
through  the  want  of  Bread,  and  praying  that  Captain  John 
Andrews  and  Mr.  Nathan  Beebec  may  be  permitted  to 
purchase  a  load  of  Flour,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  Town  o{  Newport. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Andreics  and  Mr.  Na- 
than Bcebee  be  allowed  to  purchase  and  lade  on  bonrtl  of 
their  vessel  a  cargo  of  Flour,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  jSeuport,  upon  condition  that  the  said 
John  Andrews  and  Nathan  Beebee  do  deliver  a  manifest 
of  the  said  Flour  to  the  Secretary  of  this  Congress,  and 
witiiin  three  months  return  to  the  said  Secretary  a  certifi- 
cate from  the  ChairLuan  of  the  Committee  of  Newport,  that 
the  said  Flour  was  reported  to  and  under  tlie  direction  of 
the  said  Committee,  (the  dangers  of  the  seas  and  seizures 
excepted  :)  and  if  the  said  John  Andrews  and  Nathan 
Bcebee  do  not  comply  with  the  condiiion  aforesaid,  that 
then  they  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  an  infringement  of  the 
Resolution  of  this  Congress,  and  enemies  to  this  Country. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  until  nine  o'clock,  to- 
morrow morning. 

Die  Veneris,  9  lio.  A.  .M.,  OcIoIh  r  -Jll,  ITT.'i. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present: 
Nathaniel  IVoodhuU,  Esq.,  President. 

A  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at  Conti- 
nental Congress,  dated  Philadelphia,  the  16th  instant, 
was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Pliiladelphia,  October  Ifi,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Four  of  your  Delegates  being  absent  on 
publick  business,  and  another  detained  by  ill  health,  we 
are  at  present  reduced  to  five,  less  than  which  number  are 
insufficient  to  form  a  representation  ;  so  that  in  case  of  sick- 
ness, or  the  necessary  absence  of  any  one  of  us,  our  Pro- 
vince remains  unrepresented. 

"  We  submit  it,  therefore,  to  your  consideration,  whether 
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a  delegation  of  the  power  to  three,  when  the  rest  are  ab- 
sent, would  not  be  advantageous  to  the  Colony. 

"  We  beg  leave  to  be  favoured  with  your  answer  to  this 
as  soon  as  possible;  and   have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
"  .James  Duane, 
"  John  Alsop, 
"  Rob't  R.  Livingston,  Jr., 
"  Henry  Wisner, 
"  John  Jay. 
"The  Hon.  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- York." 

A  draught  of  a  I^etter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony 
at  Continental  Congress  was  read  and  approved  of,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  Dutobrr  20,  177"). 

Gentlemen:  Although  we  do  much  regret  the  chance 
which  you  mention,  that  our  Colony  niay  perhaps  be  un- 
represented, yet  it  is  our  misfortune  to  conceive  ourselves 
incapable  of  complying  will)  the  mode  you  have  pointed 
out  to  prevent  this  untoward  circumstance.  Although  we 
should  not  hesitate  to  confer  the  inqiortant  trust  with  which 
you  are  invested  upon  five  gentlemen,  or  any  three  of  that 
live,  upon  the  supposition  that  it  was  now  a  question  to 
nominate  our  trustees  de  novo,  and  altliough  we  have  no 
apprehensions  but  that  five  such  gentlemen  might  at  once 
be  named  Irom  among  those  who  now  represent  us,  yet 
when  we  consider  that  twelve  were  originally  designated, 
of  whom  five  to  be  a  quorum,  we  necessarily  supposed 
that  this  last  number  was  particularly  pointed  out  with  a 
general  view  to  the  several  members,  and  in  the  confidence 
that  every  five  of  them  would  be  amply  sufficient  for  that 
beneficial  purpose.  AVe  cannot  pretend,  therefore,  to  lessen 
that  number,  unless  indeed  upon  the  most  cogent  necessitv, 
and  perhaps  not  then. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  humble  servants.     By  order: 
To  the  Neiv-York  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress. 

P.  S.  We  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  the  deter- 
mination of  Congress  on  the  application  lately  made  by  us 
with  relation  to  the  commerce  of  this  City. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Hon.  Robert  R.  Livinn;- 
ston,  in  answer  to  his  of  the  9th  instant,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  October  20,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  9th  instant  has  been  laid  before 
our  Congress.  They  are  happy  to  learn  that  one  thousand 
and  twenty  pounds  of  very  good  powder  has  been  made 
and  sent  up  to  Albany,  out  of  the  wet  powder  sent  you  for 
that  purpose.  ^Vith  regard  to  the  two  hundred  pounds  of 
powder  sent  to  the  Committee  at  Albany,  the  Congress 
think  it  highly  reasonable  that  you  should  receive  tweniy- 
five  Pounds  per  hundred  weight  for  it,  the  same  as  you  get 
from  other  purchasers  at  your  mill ;  and  you  will,  besides,  be 
entitled  to  the  premium  of  five  Pounds  per  hundred  weight, 
agreeable  to  tlie  resolution  of  this  Congress  of  the  9th  of 
June  last,  for  all  powder  which  you  have  manufactured  or 
shall  manufacture  in  this  Colony  within  one  year  from  the 
date  of  the  said  resolution.  The  nine  hundred  pounds  of 
sallpeti-e  sent  from  Connecticut,  by  Mr.  Hamlin,  and  the 
four  hundred  pounds  from  the  Committee  at  Albany,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  have  worked  up,  and  kept  at  your  mil! 
until  further  orders,  for  the  use  of  this  Colony.  The  Con- 
gress cheerfiilly  agree  to  your  proposal  of  being  allowed 
the  same  price  for  manufacturing  it  as  is  given  to  the  pow- 
der makers  in  Pennsylvania. 

We  are,  respectfully.  Sir,  your  very  humble  scr\ants. 
By  order: 
To  the  Hon.  Robert  R.  Livingston. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

.\  Letter  llom  Mi'.  John  Berrien,  dated  this  day,  wa5 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

-xNew-York,  October  20,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  The  Commissioners  at  the  post  have 
wrote  me  that  they  are  in  want  of  a  sum  of  money  to  answer 
the  demands  of  the  country  workmen  and  labourers,  and  to 
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pay  for  sundry  supplies  from  that  quarter.  1  would  sub- 
mit it  to  vour  wisdom,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
order  them  supplied  with  two  or  three  hundred  Pounds  for 
these  purposes,  as  the  transmission  of  orders  drawn  in  their 
favour  by  the  Commissioners  is  attended  with  many  incon- 
veniences to  them,  and  may,  in  its  conseciuence,  obstruct 
tlie  publick  business. 

•'  1  am.  Gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  "John  Bkuuik.n'. 
'•  To  the  Honourable  Pro\  inciul  Congress." 

Thei-eupon,  Onlcral,  That  I'etcr  Van  Brugh  Living- 
s/on, Esfj.,  as  Treasurer  of  tlie  Provincial  Congress  ol  this 
Colony,  do  advance  to  Mr.  John  Hcrritn,  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  erecting  the  Fortifications  on  the  banks  ot 
Hiuhrm's  River,  in  the  Highlands,  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred Pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  said  Com- 
missioners to  |)ay  ofl'the  demands  of  the  country  workmen 
and  labourers  at  the  said  Fortifications;  and  that  ^Ir.  Ln-- 
ingston  take  Mr.  Bel-rial's  receipt  lor  the  same. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Goose  T'a7i  Schaick,  o(  {\\e  l.j'.h 
instant,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit ; 

"AUiany,  October  15,  1775. 

"Sir:  Agreeable  to  General  Schuyler's  orders  to  me, 
I  send  down°Sergeant  Neill  McFiill,  of  the  Twenty-Sixth 
Regiment,  and  William  Elphinston,  both  taken  in  Cana- 
da. These  prisoners  will  be  delivered  you  by  Thomas 
Batts,  Sergeant  in  the  Connecticut  troops;  hope  he  will 
deliver  them  safe  to  your  custody. 

"  I  am,  with  perfect  esteem,  your  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant,  Goose  Van  Schaick. 

'•  To  Pclcr  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  in  Ncic-York." 

AcjV/  McFall  and  fVilliam  Elphinston  were  called  in 
and  examined.  And  thereupon  ydll  IMcFall,  a  Sergeant 
in  the  Twenty-Sixth  Regiment  of  Foot,  a  prisoner  taken 
in  the  Colony  of  Canada,  or  Province  of  Qucljcck,  and 
now  in  the  power  of  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Neiv-York, 
being  enlarged  on  the  promise  of  himself  and  lliomas  Ma- 
son, of  the  City  of  New-York,  Innholder,  his  fatiier-in- 
law,  given  to  the  Provincial  Congress  o[  Ntiv-York,  that 
he,  the  said  Neill  McFull,  will  not  bear  arms  against  tlie 
American  United  Colonies,  in  any  manner  whatever,  during 
the  present  unhappy  controversy  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies;  and  that  he  will  not  give  any  intelli- 
gence to  General  Gage,  or  the  British  Ministry,  or  any 
officer  in  the  Ministerial  Army  or  Navy,  or  any  other  per- 
son or  persons  whatever,  relative  io  American  affairs,  until 
the  said  controversy  shall  be  determined;  and  that  he  will, 
on  demand,  deliver  himself  up  a  prisoner  to  the  Provincial 
Coni'ress  or  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  .Vtn^- 
York  : 

It  is  therefore  recommended  to  all  persons,  that  the  said 
N'cill  McFall  be  permitted  to  remain  peaceable  and  un- 
molested in  the  City  o(  Ncir-York. 

By  order:  Nath'l  WoooHULt.,  Frcs't. 

Attest:  John  McKesson,  Scc'y. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  countersigned  by  one  of  the  Secretaries,  and  tle- 
livered  to  the  said  Ncill  3JcFall. 

IVilliam  Elphinston,  Jun.,  was  informed  that  his  fjrmer 
conduct  did  not  entitle  him  to  the  like  treatment  or  fiivour 
as  Neill  McFall;  because,  that  when  he  was  taken  by 
Colonel  Arwdd,  and  liberated,  he  had  entered  a  second 
time  into  the  IMinisteria!  service.  But  this  Congress  have 
such  a  high  sense  of  liberty,  that  they  delermine  to  per- 
mit him  to  go  at  large  on  the  like  engagement,  of  himself 
and  of  his  father  here  present,  as  that  given  by  Neill  McFall 
and  Thomas  Masmi.  Thereu))on,  the  said  IVilliam  El- 
jyhinston,  Junioi-,  and  IVilliam  Elphinston,  his  father,  did 
promise  and  engage  to  this  Congress,  that  the  said  Wil- 
liam Elphinston,  Junior,  will  not  bear  arms,  or  serve  in 
any  other  manner,  against  the  American  United  Colonies, 
in  any  manner  whatever,  during  the  present  unhappy  con- 
troversy between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  ;  and 
that  he  will  not  give  any  intelligence  to  General  Gage,  or 
the  British  Ministry,  or  any  officer  in  the  Ministerial  Army 
or  Navy,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  whatever,  relative 
to   American   affairs,  until  the  said  controversy  shall   be 


determined.  Thereupon,  the  said  William  Elphinston, 
Jun.,  was  discharged,  and  informed  that  he  might  go  to 
sea  in  the  merchant  service,  or  pursue  any  business  for  his 
support. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  yesterday,  Timothy 
Doughty,  a  prisoner,  being  brought  to  the  door,  was 
called  in.  Tlie  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Dntchess  County,  and  all  the  affidavits  and  jiroofs 
against  the  said  Timothy  Doughty,  were  read  in  his  pre- 
sence ;  and  the  said  Timothy  Doughty,  who  declined  a 
trial  by  the  Committee  of  the  County  where  he  reside?, 
and  put  himself,  as  to  all  the  charges  against  him,  on  this 
Congress,  was  fully  heard  in  his  denial  of  the  charges 
against  him  and  bis  defence,  and  ordered  to  withdraw: 
and  the  Congress  came  to  a  determination  thereon,  in  tlie 
words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Ncu-.York,  Oclobcr  20,  1775. 

The  Congress  having  taken  the  case  of  Timothy  Dongh- 
ti/,  now  a  prisoner  before  them,  into  their  serious  consi- 
deration, do  determine,  that  notwithstanding  his  constant 
denial  of  the  matters  laid  to  his  charge,  they  are  of  opin- 
ion, that  the  said  Timothy  Doughty  hath  formerly  enter- 
tained designs  and  opinions  inimical  to  the  great  cause  of 
American  liberty,  and  been  a  principal  instigator  of  the 
disturbances  which  have  of  late  prevailed  in  the  County 
of  Dutchess,  and  that  therefore  he  hath  merited  the  hard- 
ships and  sufferings  which  he  hath  sustained  during  his  im- 
prisonment. Nevertheless,  as  he  did  continue  in  prison 
when  he  had  an  opportunity  to  escape,  and  did  voluntarily 
repose  himself  upon  the  equity  of  this  Congress,  and  hath 
further  promised  that  he  will  for  the  future  demean  him- 
self in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner,  the  Congress  do 
resolve  to  acquit  the  said  Timothy  Doughty  from  any  fur- 
ther punishment,  and  recommend  it  to  their  constituents  to 
receive  him  again  as  a  member  of  the  community. 

The  said  Timothy  Doughty  was  thereupon  called  in, 
and  the  fletermination  of  the  Congress  read  to  him.  anfl, 
by  order  of  Congress,  a  certified  copy  thereof  was  deliver- 
ed to  him;  and  he  was  thereupon  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  another  certified  copy  thereof  be  de- 
livered to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Dutchess 
County. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  T.  Curtcnius,  as  Commissary  of 
this  Congress,  be  requested,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to 
procure,  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  the  following  Intrench- 
ing Tools,  viz:  100  Spades,  400  Pick-Axes,  300  Bill- 
Hooks,  and  .500  Falling-Axes;  and  that  he  have  each  of 
them  marked  C.  N. 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  was  read  and  apjiroved  of,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Concrrcss,  Xcw-York,  October  20,  1775. 

Sir:  Over  and  above  the  necessary  expenditures,  bv 
reason  of  the  different  services  recommended  to  us,  we  are 
in  advance  to  the  general  concern  for  moneys  paid  to  the 
troops,  and  also  for  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for- 
warded by  the  order  of  the  Continental  (ienerals.  and  tenis 
furnished  to  the  troops  under  the  command  of  General 
JVoostcr  and  General  Hinman,  and  many  other  ex))endi- 
tures,  which  several  articles,  in  the  departments  of  the 
Paymasters  and  Commissioners,  amount,  in  the  whole,  to  a 
very  considerable  proportion  of  the  moneys  sent  us  by  your 
body.  \Ve  have  now  not  above  five  thousand  dollars  re- 
maining, and  are  continually  called  u|)on  for  cash,  on  seve- 
ral occasions  interesting  to  the  service.  AVe  beg,  therefore, 
that  you  will  forward  us  money  by  the  first  opportunity: 
the  necessity  of  which,  we  doubt  not,  will  be  itnmediatelv 
perceived.  We  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  lay  before  tin; 
Commissioners,  Paymasters,  &.C.,  our  accounts,  and  send 
duplicates  to  the  Congress,  in  order  to  check  the  dralts 
which  they  may  make;  and,  in  the  interim,  pray  your 
advice,  whether  those  gentlemen  are  to  repay  unto  ns  tin- 
moneys  advanced  in  their  departments. 

We  are,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  anil 
humble  servants. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Continental 

Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  I  hereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  I'resident,  and  transmitted. 


1301 


NEW- YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  OCTOBER,  1775. 


1302 


Colonel  IlarJenbcrgh,  from  Ulster  County,  applied  to 
this  Congress  relative  to  sundry  disputes  and  controversies 
about  the  Elections  and  Commissions  of  the  Militia  Offi- 
cers of  Ulster  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Returns  and  Papers  relating  thereto 
he  delivered  to  Colonel  llardcnbergh;  and  that  the  Mem- 
bers of  Ulster  and  Queen  s  Counties  be  a  Committee  to 
examine  into  the  said  disputes  and  controversies,  and  to 
report  thereon  to  the  Conijrcss. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Lawrence,  of  the  City  of  ISeir-York, 
being  highly  recommended  to  this  Congress  for  liis  great 
vigilance,  activity,  care,  prudence,  skill,  management,  and 
unremitted  industry,  as  a  proper  person  for  a  Commission- 
er to  carry  on  and  forwartl,  with  the  utmost  despatch  and 
vigour,  the  Fortifications  erecting  on  the  banks  of  Hudson  s 
River,  in  the  Highlands,  in  this  Colony,  and  that  he  is 
cheerfully  willing  to  undertake  that  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Jonathan  Laivrencc  be  ap]ioint- 
ed  a  Commissionei'  for  that  purpose,  in  the  stead  and  to 
supply  the  place  of  Mr.  John  Hanson,  whose  private 
atiaiis  have  obliged   him  to  decline  that  service. 

The  Congress  adjourned  until  nine  o'clock,  to-moiTow 
morning. 

Die  Sabbati,  9  ho.  A.  .M.,  October  31,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  jiursuant  to  adjournment.     Present: 

JSathaniel  JVoodhiill,  Esq.,  President. 
Mr.  Samuel  Patridgc,  by  direction  of  a  Member,  attend- 
ing at  the  door,  was  called  in  and  examined.  He  says 
that  he  applied  to  Isaac  Garrison  to  cart  ore  for  him, 
which  he  declined,  because  he  was  engaged  in  cutting  tim- 
ber for  the  fort ;  that  Garrison  informed  him  that  he  was 
allowed  twelve  Shillings  for  each  ))iece  for  cutting  said  tim- 
ber; that  each  piece  of  timber  was  fourteen  feet  long,  and, 
as  he  nndeistood,  eight  inches  square  ;  that  Garrison  told 
him  that  the  farthest  load  to  cart  did  not  exceed  half  a 
mile;  that  the  said  Garrison  lives  at  Pooploojis  Kill ;  that 
he,  the  examinant,  told  said  Garrison  that  he  could  cart 
eight  loads  a  day,  and  Garrison  answered,  he  did  not  know 
but  he  could,  if  he  had  good  luck  ;  that  the  roads  there 
are  very  bad,  and  that  it  is  his  opinion  that  two  such  sticks 
of  logs,  on  those  roads,  will  be  a  load  for  a  team. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  Information  be  given  to 
Mr.  Berrien,  that  he  may  make  inquiry,  lest  the  said  Isaac 
Garrison  shou\(\  attem|)t  to  impose  on  the  Commissioners. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Peter  T^crgcreau  be  appointed  an 
Ensign  in  Captain  Lcdgers's  Company,  in  the  First  Regi- 
ment of  iVtic-  York  Forces  ;  and  that  his  commission  be 
dated  at  the  time  he  entered  into  the  service. 

Mordecai  Lester  having,  through  a  Member,  a|iplied  to 
this  Congress  for  liberty  to  attend  and  be  heard  concern- 
ing mailers  alleged  against  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  ISlordecai  Lester  appear  before 
this  Congress,  on  Thursday,  the  26th  instant ;  and  that 
no  person  hinder  or  molest  him  during  his  journey  to  or 
continuance  in  this  City. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Committee  ol'  Safety  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th 
day  of  September  last.  On  reading  the  Order  appointing 
Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Lewis  Pintard,  and  Henry  Remscit, 
a  Committee  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and  to 
furnish  them  with  four  thousand  Pounds,  the  Congress 
requested  information  what  was  done  with  the  money,  and 
what  contract  was  made  for  importing  the  article  mention- 
ed in  that  Order. 

The  Congress  was  then  informed  by  Mr.  T^an  Zandt, 
that  the  four  thousand  Pounds  is  sent  out  on  the  account 
and  risk  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  whatever  profits 
arise  on  said  goods  the  Congress  are  to  have  the  benefit  of; 
that  a  vessel  is  chartered  by  Messrs.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt, 
Henry  Remsen,  and  Lewis  Pintard,  to  go  to  sundry  places 
to  obtain  those  goods  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty 
Pounds  sterling,  payable  on  delivery  of  the  said  goods  in 
any  place  within  particular  limits  for  that  purpose  men- 
tioned in  the  charter-party;  but  that  in  case  of  her  being 
seized  or  taken  on  her  voyage,  the  owner  of  the  vessel  is 
to  receive  three  hundred  Pounds  sterling  for  her;  that  the 
vessel  is  to  lay  forty  working  days  to  receive  her  car"o,  after 
which  she  is  to  receive  forty  Shillings  sterling  per  day  de- 


murrage; that  whatever  room  may  be  in  the  vessel  after  the 
goods  ordered  by  the  freighters  for  the  benefit  of  this  Con- 
gress are  laded  on  board,  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  ves- 
sel have  the  liberty  to  fill  up  with  any  goods  on  their  own 
account,  v\ithout  any  deduction  from  the  freight  agreed  for. 

The  Congress  having  received  the  above  Information, 
approve  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
therein,  and  direct  that  an  entry  be  made,  that  the  Congress 
docs  approve  of  the  contract  made  by  Messrs.  Jacobus 
I'an  Zandt,  Lewis  Pintard,  and  Henry  Rcmscn,  on  be- 
half of  the  Congress;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
gress, the  said  contract  is  a  judicious,  good  contract,  and 
on  behalf  of  the  Congress. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  residue  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  on  the  said  I. 5th 
day  of  September  last. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  the  24th  in- 
stant, at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Die  M.irtis,  9  lio.  A.  M.,  Uctuher21,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present; 

Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq.,  President,  &c. 
A  Letter  from  the   President  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, of  the  17lh  instant,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Pliilaclelphia,  October  17,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  As  the  Congress  apprehend  there  may 
be  a  design  of  an  attack  upon  New-York,  I  am  directed  by 
them  to  desire  you  will  give  directions  for  the  immediate 
removal  of  all  the  sulphur  now  in  the  City  of  New-York, 
to  a  place  of  greater  safety,  at  a  distance  from  the  City  ; 
and  you  will  please  to  inform  Congress  to  what  place  you 
have  ordered  it. 

"  I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"John  H.\nco(  k,  Pnsiduit. 
"To   the   President  and  ^lembcrs  of  the  Conventional 

New-York  r 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  as 
Commissary  of  this  Congress,  be  requested  immediately 
to  purchase  any  quantity  of  Sulphur  and  Brimstone,  not 
exceeding  twenty  tons,  (except  about  two  tons  for  the  use 
of  vessels,)  agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  this  Congress 
of  the  17th  instant,  and  that  he  forward  the  same  with  all 
possible  despatch  up  Hudson's  River— one  pan  of  it  to  be 
placed  in  such  place  of  safety,  under  the  care  of  the  Com- 
mittee oi Rhinebeck  Precinct,  as  the  said  Committee  shall 
think  fit;  and  the  other  half  of  it  to  be  placed  under  the 
care  of  the  Committee  at  K'alkill  Precinct,  in  Ulster  Coun- 
ty, whereof  Henry  Jf'isner,  Jun.,  Esq.,  is  Chairman. 

A  certified  copy  of  a  Resolution  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  relating  to  some  Saltpetre  lately  removed  from 
Turtle-Bay,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

^  "  In  Congress,  October  IG,  1775. 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  all  per- 
sons who  are  possessed  of  the  Saltpetre  lately  removed 
from  Turtle-Bay,  on  the  Island  of  New-York,  forthwith 
to  send  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  Convention  of 
iVeH'-yor/i",  to  be  manufactured  into  Gimpowder,  for  the 
use  of  the  Continental  Army." 

On  motion  of  Colonel  McDougall,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Gilbert  Livingston, 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  make  jirovision  for 
the  expense  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony,  who  have 
represented  it,  and  now  represent  it  in  the  Continentnl 
Congress. 

And  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart,  Colonel  Lispenard, 
Mr.  Corlelyou,  Mr.  Abraham.  Yates,  Jun.,  Colonel  Har- 
denbergh,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  be  a  Committee  to 
consider  thereof,  and  report  thereon  to  this  Congress  wiili 
all  convenient  speed. 

Colonel  McDougall,  and  some  other  Members,  inforjned 
the  Congress  that  Gunpowder  is  now  to  be  obtained  in 
the  West-Indies. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Low,  Mr.  Vanderbilt,  and  xMr. 
Roosevelt,  be  a  Committee  to  make  inquiry,  and  plan  a 
proper  voyage  for  the  Pilot-Boat  the  Bislinp  of  Llandaff, 
and  rejiorl  thereon  to  this  Congress  with  all  convenient 
speed. 
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A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  General  It'nshington  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 

^^''  ■  1,1  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  October  21,  1775. 

Sir  :  We  were  honoured  by  the  receipt  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's favour  of  the  13tii  instant,  on  the  18th.  We 
hec  leave  to  return  our  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind  at- 
tention you  shew  to  this  Colony,  on  apprizing  us  ot  the 
dangers  wherewith  we  are  threatened,  and  are  happy  to 
find^that  the  expedition  of  our  foes  was  not  intended  against 
this  City. 

We  take  the  liberty  to  inform  your  Excellency,  tliat 
three  deserters  from  the  corps  of  the  riflemen  in  your 
camp  are  now  confined  in  the  common  jail  of  LVs^cr  Coun- 
ty, a.1  Ki)iirs(pn  ;  nnd  notwillisianding  that  the  Committees 
of  that  Town  and  of  Ant-- /rV/»/so/ Precinct  have  written 
to  the  Captains  of  their  respective  Companies  on  that  sub- 
ject, yet  we  are  still  at  a  loss  how  to  dispose  of  them.  We 
therefore  entreat  your  Excellency's  instructions  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  we  are,  with  the 
liighest  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  hum- 
ble servants. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  theicof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  on  the  IGlh  day  of  Siptcm- 
bcr  last;  and  on  reading  the  Resolutions  of  the  Commit- 
tee relating  to  the  impressing  of  Arms,  debates  arose 
thereon  ;  and  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  and  the  Reso- 
lutions read  a  second  lime,  several  Members  disappi'ove  of 
the  said  Resolutions.  The  question  was  then  pul,  whether 
the  Congiess  approves  or  disapproves  of  the  said  Resolu- 
tions, and  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  following,  to 
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afe   arrived 


For  the  A,ffinmitii-e. 
aiMlhcrl.inil, 
:nur-s,    >'.Mr.    Vainlnbtll   d\: 


Fur  th(  Nt!!,Uirr. 
4  Nesv-York,  (Colonel  yUDou 
gall  dissjMting,) 

2  Tryon, 

-2  Richmond, 

3  Albmy. 


Resolved,  therefore.  That  this  Congress  disapprove  of 
the  said  Resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Safely,  on  the 
Kith  day  of  .S'q^^tmit)- last,  relating  to  the  impressing  of 
Arms. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  fintlier  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  on  tlie  17th,  l.~'ih, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  lOtli  days  of  Sejiieinber  last, 
and  approved  thereof. 

Mr.  Low,  (seconded  by  Mr.  iMnrslon,)  made  a  motion 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit:  "Mr.  President,  sundry 
Alhdavits  having  been  exhibited,  and  being  now  in  posses- 
sion of  this  Congress,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  a  certain 
Timothy  Doughty,  of  Dutchess  County,  and  the  said 
Doughty  having  applied,  throu^h  a  Member  of  this  Con- 
gress, for  copies  of  ihe  saiil  Aflidavits,  I  move  ihat  copies 
thereof  be  accordingly  Ru-nished  to  the  said  Doughty,  on 
liis  paying  the  Secretaries  for  their  trouble." 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion  ;  and  the  question  being 
])ut,  whether  the  said  copies  shall  be  furnished  by  the 
Secretaries,  it  was  cariied  in  the  negative,  in  the  manner 
loUowin"  ; 


Fur  the  Nrgullr 
1   X'w.Y. 


rM.-ssr!=.  Lu,r.  M.nslu, 
ami    Vela„nj,    dissen 


Ordered,  thirrfurc,  That  no  copies  of  the  said  AHida- 
vlls  be  delivered  to  the  said  Timothy  Doughty. 

Th<;  ('ounres^  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock,  lo-mor- 
row  morning. 

Die  Mercurii,  10  lio.  A.  M.,  October  2'>,  177.i. 

The  (,'ongress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present: 
yatheiniel  fVoodhull,  Esq.,  President. 

A  certificate  of  John  Smith  and  Detniel  TiUinghast, 
of  the  Commillee  of  Snfety,  in  Providence,  in  the  Co- 
lony of  Rhode-Island ,  bearing  date  the  17th  instant,  was 
read  anil  tiled.     They  thereliy  certify  that  the  Provisions 


shipped  by  Captain  Benjamin  Lindsay  was 
there. 

A  Letter  from  John  Smith  and  Daniel  TUlinghent,  of 
the  said  Committee  of  Safety,  of  Trovidence,  was  read 
and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"Providence,  October  19.  177.''>. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Application  being  made  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  for  this  Town,  by  Messrs.  C/arIc  i^-  yight- 
ingalc,  merchants  here,  for  letters  of  recommendation 
to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-York,  requesting 
permission  to  take  on  board  iheir  Sloop  Fly,  Captain 
Benjamin  Lindsay,  a  quantity  of  provisions,  k.c.,  for  the 
use  of  the  Continenlal  Army,  we  recommend  lo  your 
body,  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  grant  them  liberty 
for  taking  on  board  such  a  quantity  of  the  above  goods  as 
they  may  want,  as  we  doubt  not  but  these  gentlemen  will 
use  every  [irecaution  for  securing  it  from  llie  enemy,  and 
getting  it  safe  here.    Your  compliance  with  the  above  will 

trieatly  obliue,  Gentlemen,        ,,  ■,  c 

=        ■'         =  '  )        I.  John  Smith, 

"  Daniel  Tillinghast, 

"  Committee  of  Safely. 
"  To  the   Honourable  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony 
oiWew-Vork." 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Benjamin  Lindsay,  on  behalf 
of  Messrs.  CVor^-  ^'  JSightirigale,  Merchants  at  Provi- 
dence, have  permission  to  lade  on  board  of  the  Sloop  Fly 
a  quantity  of  Provisions  for  the  Continental  Army,  upon 
condition  that  the  said  Beujamin  Lindsay  do  deliver  a 
manifest  of  the  said  Provisions  to  one  of  the  Secretaries 
of  this  Congress,  before  his  departure,  and  within  three 
months  return  to  such  Secretary  a  certificate  from  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  that  the  said  Provisions  were 
reported  to  and  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Committee, 
(the  dangers  of  the  seas  and  seizures  excepted  ;)  and  if  the 
said  Benjamin  Lindsay  does  not  comply  with  the  condi- 
tion aforesaid,  that  then  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  an 
infringement  of  the  Resolutions  of  this  Congress,  and  an 
enemy  to  this  Country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry  Jlilliams, 

Ordered,  That  a  Commission  be  issued  to  IVilliem  Boe- 
rum,  as  First  Lieutenant  of  the  Troop  of  Horse  in  A7no-\? 
County,  elected  by  the  said  corps,  instead  of  Abraham 
Remscn,  who  has  declined  ;  and  that  Commissions  be  is- 
sued to  the  following  gentlemen,  promoted  by  the  election 
of  said  corps,  viz:  Thomas  Everett,  Second  Lieutenant; 
Jacob  Sebring,  Jiin.,  Cornet ;  and  Isaac  Sebring,  Quar- 
termaster. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  of  the  14tli  instant, 
was  read  and  hied,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

" 'I'icondcroga,  October  14,  177,'). 

"  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  6th  instant  was  delivered  me 
yesterday.  It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  learn  that  }  ou 
liave  sent  me  fourteen  hundred  pounds  of  powder.  It  will 
be  very  welcome,  but  I  fear  not  sufficient,  even  with  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  which  is  arrived  from  Albany.  If 
more  can  be  procured,  I  shall  hope  it  will  be  forwarded 
without  delay. 

"  My  last  accounts  iVom  ^SV.  John's  were  of  the  (mIi. 
General  Montgomery  is  carrying  on  his  approaches  as  fast 
as  the  dilficulties  he  hath  to  struggle  with  will  permit. 
Every  species  of  artillery  stores  are  in  some  measure 
wanted.  The  Canadians  are  not  only  friendly,  but  join 
in  considerable  numbers,  ami  the  garrison  of  St.  John's  is 
so  completely  invested  that  not  the  least  succours  can  be 
thrown  in  of  any  kind.  I  hope  soon  to  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  the  reduction. 

"My  disorders  have  taken  such  deep  root,  that  I  now 
begin  to  have  little  hopes  of  a  recovery  so  as  to  take  an  actual 
])art  in  the  future  operations  of  the  campaign.  I  hope, 
liowever,  that  1  shall  not  be  obliged  to  leave  this  place, 
unhealthy  and  unfavourable  to  my  recovery  as  it  is,  lest  it 
should  involve  General  Montgomery  in  irremediable  in- 
conveniences. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  and  the  Congress's 
mo<t  obliged,  obedient,  and  very  humble  servant, 

"Philip  Schuyler. 
"To  Colonel  yalhanicl  WoodhuU,  President ^/"o  tempore 

of  the  yew-  York  Provincial  Congress,  at  Sew-York.'^ 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Low,  Colonel  McDougall,  Mr. 
J\rpla?ick,  and  Mr.  Brasher,  be  a  Committee  lo  consider 
of  and  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  safety  of  ihe  women 
and  cliildren  in  this  City,  in  case  of  necessity,  in  obedience 
to  the  order  of  tiie  Continental  Congress  of  the  .  .  .  day 
of last  past,  and  report  thereon  with  all  conveni- 
ent speed. 

The  Congress,  taking  into  further  consideration  their 
Resolutions  and  recommendations  of  the  Irith  instant, 
touching  the  election  of  a  future  Provincial  Congress,  and 
convinced  that  many  persons  interested  for  the  fate  of  this 
Country,  in  the  present  mihappy  controversy,  may  be  de- 
]irived  of  the  privilege  of  a  representation  by  the  said  Re- 
solutions and  recommendations,  do  further  recommend  that 
all  tenants  possessed  of  lands  or  tenements,  within  this  Co- 
lony, of  the  value  of  eighty  Pounds,  be  |)ermiited  to  vole 
in  the  said  election. 

Colonel  Hardcnbcrgh,  from  ihe  Committee  appointed 
yesterday,  to  consider  of  a  provision  to  be  made  for  the 
Delegates  of  this  Colony  at  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  leport  thereon,  delivered  in  their  Report,  which  was 
read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  talicn  into  considera- 
tion on  Friday  next. 

An  anonymous  Letter,*  said  to  be  delivered  by  John 
Siiff'eni  to  David  Fi/e,  Esq.,  a  member  of  this  House, 
and  by  him  delivered  to  John  Coc,  Esquire,  a  member 
now  here,  was  read  and  filed.  The  said  Letter  informs 
tiiat  there  is  a  conspii-acy  of  a  great  number  of  people, 
fi'om  Haverstraw  to  Hackcnsack,  to  join  the  King's 
Troops. 

Thereupon,  a  draught  of  a  IjCttcr  to  the  Committee  of 
llavcrstruw  Precinct  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Nrw.York,  October  25,  177:.. 

Silt:  You  will  see,  by  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  you 
have  enclosed,  that  there  are  apprehensions  of  a  conspi- 
racy bavins  been  formed  against  the  Congress  and  Com- 
mittee. The  Congress,  therefore,  recommend  it  to  3our 
Committee,  to  inquire  without  delay  into  the  truth  of  the 
subject-matter  of  that  letter,  and  rejiort  the  result  thereof 
to  them  with  all  convenient  speed.  They  also  recom- 
mend that  this  inquiry  be  made  with  as  much  regularity 
and  as  little  violence  as  the  nature  of  it  will  permit. 
To  Johannes  Blaivvelt,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 

Precinct  of  IJavcrstraw. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  said 
anonymous  Letter,  delivered  lo  Mr.  Coc,  to  be  transmit- 
ted. 

A  Letter  from  Gillxrt  Drake,  E-q.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Westchester  County,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  list  of  Ollicers,  therein  enclosed  in  the  said  Letter, 
was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  issued  for  the  Field- 
Officers,  and  the  other  OlHceis  of  the  two  Companies  of 
Minute-Men  therein  mentioned,  and  that  blank  Commis- 
sions be  also  sent  up  to  the  said  Committee  for  the  two 
Companies  of  Minute-Men    in  the    Manor  of  Curtlandt. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  Proceetlings 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  on  the  afterno(jn  of  the  I'JtIi, 
and  on  the  20th,  21st,  22d,  2;3d,  24lli,  and  2.3th  days  of 
September  last,  and  a|iproved  thereof. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock,  to-mor- 
row morning. 

•  Dear  Sir:  I,  witli  a  trembling  hand  at  the  consequences,  let  you 
know  what  I  havs  heard  by  the  by.  There  is  more  tii.in  a  Ihousdnd 
signed  a  sure  writing  made  and  sent  by  some  of  the  Tories  in  New. 
York,  to  disavow  of  the  Congress  and  Committees.  And  as  soon  as 
tliese  troops  come  in,  they  are  to  join  tlie  Kiiig's  Troops,  and  take  up 
the  Committees  and  Congress  men,  and  deliver  them  up.  And  they 
are  joined  and  signed  from  liero  to  Haciensark,  and  from  here  to 
7'„y,on— all  in  gener.il  in  lliis  comi.anv.     Mv   noiglibour,  John  Conic, 

tli.'V  have  mentioned  f..r  one  .ii  i  ,,    i  r.,.,ini,^   s,  and  Rynear  Quack. 

rnha.'sh.  ^U.  Audrrson.oiOhll '      ,  ■  hid  found  them  out  last 

luglit.    Tlio  Lieutenant  of  tli-    i  ,  .  .    -:  i-  a  whole  week  at  .S7o(. 

terdam,  and  tlie  Ministry's  touU  li.iv:  lil)cit>  h>  go  through  the  Coun- 
try, and  as  long  as  one  does,  we  will  never  liavc  peace.  Unless  you  dis. 
arm  these  people,  before  tlie  soldiery  come,  you  will  see  such  a  time  as 
you  and  I  have  never  seen.  No  powder  must  be  let  any  man  have  in 
Town  or  Countrv,  hut  what  has  a  certitioate  from  the  Committee. 


Ml£ 


Octiihcr  \-i,  i; 


Die  Jovis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  October  '20,  177.',, 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present 
Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq.,  President. 

Mordecai  Lester,  at  his  request,  being  permitted  to  at- 
tend the  Congress,  and  attending  at  the  door,  was  ordereii 
to  be  admitted. 

The  principal  charges  against  the  said  Mordecai  Lester 
were  read  to  him,  and  he  was  heard  in  his  defence,  and 
ordered  to  witluiraw. 

A  determination  on  his  case  was  drawn  tq)  and  agreec 
to,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  proofs  eslii- 
biled  against  Mordecai  Lester,  Esq.,  of  Dutchess  County, 
and  having  heard  what  he  had  lo  offer  in  his  defence,  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  said  Mordecai  Lester  hath  behavetl 
inimical  to  the  liberties  of  this  Country,  and  thereby  ex- 
posed himself  to  the  resentment  of  the  publick.  But  as  the 
Scik\  Mordecai  L'stcr  h^t.h  promised  to  behave  himself  ir: 
a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner  for  the  fiitiu'e,  anti  signi- 
fied his  desire  to  return  to  his  family  in  Dutchess  County. 

Resolved,  Thai  ihe  said  Mordecai  Lester  be  reprimand- 
ed by  the  President  for  his  past  conduct,  and  discharged  . 
and  it  is  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  lu 
permit  the  said  Mordecai  Lester  to  remain  in  peace,  he 
behaving  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner,  and  comply- 
ing with  such  orders  and  directions  as  shall  be  given  by 
this  or  any  future  Congress  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  determination  o; 
this  Congress  bo  delivered  to  the  said  Mordecai  Lester. 
And  he,  being  repiimanded  from  tlie  Chaii',  was  dis- 
ciiarged. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  get  a  sufiicient  numlier  c. 
the  Letters  to  the  Colonels  of  the  Militia  printed  on  gooij 
paper,  and  signed  by  the  President. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  Pioreechngs 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  on  the  2(itli,  27th,  2lrt!i,  anil 
on  the  morning  of  the  29th  days  of  Septemhrr  hist.  am. 
approvetl  thereof. 

The  Conijress  then  adioiirnetl  until  ten  o'clock,  to-moi- 
row  morning. 

Die  Ven  ais.  Ifl  l,o.  A.  M..  October  il.  1775 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.      Presen'i 
jSatkatiiel  IVoodhuU,  E=(|.,  President. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  hear  the  residue  of  iht 
]\Iiiiutes  of  the  Committee  of  Safety;  and  having  read  tha; 
part  of  the  Minutes  of  the  said  Connnittee,  to  wit:  the 
Minutes  of  the  Committee  on  the  30th  of  September  lasi. 
which  relate  to  Bernard  Bomans,  and  also  his  Memoria! 
since  delivered  to  this  Congress — a  diaught  of  a  Letter  ii 
the  Continental  Congress,  on  that  subject,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  IVovincial  Congress,  New-York,  October  "27,  1775 

Siu  :  The  Committee  of  Safety,  during  the  recess  of  tlie 
Provincial  Congress,  held  a  conference  will)  Mr.  Bernuru 
liornans,  and  engaged  his  services  as  an  engineer,  in  build- 
ing the  fortifications  on  Hudson's  River.  He  objected  lo 
them,  that  his  pension  from  the  Crown,  of  about  fifty  Pounds 
sterling  per  year,  as  botanist  for  one  of  the  Flvrida.-^ 
might  be  taken  away  when  it  was  known  that  he  had  as- 
sisted this  Colony,  and  tlierefore  jirayed  that  he  miglit  be 
engaged  as  an  engineer  in  the  Continental  service.  The 
Committee  lliereupon  promiseil  him  the  pay  of  fifty  dollars 
per  month  for  the  present,  and  informed  him  that  it  wa^ 
jirobable  his  services  would  be  wanted.  We  are  not  com- 
))etent  to  the  perfecting  this  business,  and  therefore  jnay 
that  the  Congress  will  make  some  order  in  the  premises. 
As  to  the  quantum  of  his  pay,  if  fifty  dollars  is  thought  too 
little,  the  Congress  will  be  |3leased  to  iW  upon  the  sunj 
which  they  think  adequate  to  the  duties  he  has  to  pei- 
forni. 

We  are,  Sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  and  hunj- 
ble  servants.     By  order  . 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

I'iie  Congress  then  luoceeded  to  iiear  the  residue  ol  '.l.e 
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Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  until  the  ;3d  day  of 
October  instant,  included,  and  approved  thereof. 

The  Con'^ress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  Proceedinijs 
.)f  the  Coniinittee  of  Safety,  on  the  returns  of  .\lilitia 
Ofllcers,  and  the  Commissions  issued  by  tiie  Committee. 

On  reading  the  Returns  from  Ora/'iTt  County,  with  respect 
to  Field-Officers,  the  following  Letter  was  drawn  up  and 
approved  of,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Conn;iesti,  Xcv.Vorli,  October  -^7,  1775. 

Sik:  Tlie  Congress,  unwilling  to  determine  the  con- 
troversy subsisting  among  you,  relative  to  the  appointment 
of  Field-Ofhcers  to  command  the  Militia  in  the  south  part 
of  Orange  County,  do  recommend  it  to  the  Committees  of 
7/(/rc;-sr/-au'and  Orange  Precinct  to  meet  together,  without 
delay,  and,  by  plurality  of  voices,  nominate  the  P'ield-Offi- 
rers  for  the  Regiment  to  he  formed  on  the  south  side  ol  the 
Highlands,  and  send  down  the  return  with  all  possible  de- 
spatch, that  the  commissions  may  be  made  out. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

On  readhig  the  Returns  of  Officers  recommended  by  the 
(Jommitlee  of  Tryon  County,  and  the  Letters  from  the 
Committee  o(  Kingsland  and  German  Flats, 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  for  Field-Officers  of  that 
District  issue  to  the  gentlemen  recommended  by  the  Coai- 
niittec  of  that  District. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Nicholas  Lou-  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Xew-York,  October  27,  1775. 

■'Sir:  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Isaac  Gouvernenr,  of 
Curaroa,  a  pair  of  nine-pound  cannon,  which  he  has  di- 
rected me  to  present  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  for  the  use 
of  this  Colony,  and  to  pray  your  acceptance  of  them,  with 
his  best  wishes  for  your  happiness  and  prosperity.  Please 
10  direct  me  to  whom  I  shall  deliver  them. 

'•  1  am,  respected  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, "  Nicholas  Low. 
•'  I'ttcr  V.  B.  Livingston,  E«f).,  President  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congi-ess,  New-York.'' 

A  draught  of  a  Inciter  to  Isaac  Gouvirmiir  was  reatl  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Ncu-York,  October  27,  1775. 

Sir:  The  Congress  have  received  froin  yoin-  agent, 
Mr.  Nicholas  Low,  a  pair  of  nine-pound  cannon,  sent  by 
vou  as  a  donation  to  this  Colony.  1  am  directed  to  return 
"you  their  hearty  thanks  for  them,  and  to  assure  you  of  the 
iiigh  sense  they  have  of  your  attention  and  regard  for  the 
welfare  of  your  native  Country,  and  beg  you  to  accept 
their  sincere  wishes  for  your  happiness  and  prosperity. 

We  are,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servants.     By  order: 
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Isaac  Gouverneu 


n  C, 


Ordered,  That  :Mr.  John  Uerrim  receive  from  INIr. 
Nicholas  Loiv  the  jiair  of  Cannon  sent  to  this  Congress  as 
a  present,  by  IMr.  Isaac  Gouvcrncur,  and  pass  his  receipt 
for  the  same.  That  he  get  the  initial  letters  of  Mr.  Gouvcr- 
ncur's  name,  and  also  the  letters  C.N.  Y.,  marked  on  the 
said  Cannon,  and  send  them  forthwith  to  the  fort  now 
building  in  the  Highlands. 

.\  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Berrien,  with  Memorandum 
therein  enclosed,  were  read  and  llled,  anti  are  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit: 

"Ncw-Vork,  October  27,  1775. 

•'  Gkntlemen  :  1  take  the  liberty  to  inform  yon  that  the 
cash  furnished  me,  by  yoin-  orders,  from  the  Treasiny,  is 
expended,  and  that  1  am  about  forty  Pounds  in  advance. 
1  have  endeavoured  to  collect  the  amounts  of  sundry  ac- 
counts against  your  honourable  House,  contracted  by  me 
for  use  of  the  fortifications,  and  find  they  amount,  with 
smidry  freights  and  hire  of  vessels  not  yet  paid,  to  near  one 
thousand  Pounds.  I  must  therefore  beg  you  will  enable 
inc  to  discharge  these  debts  already  contracted,  by  furnish- 
ing me  with  the  above  sum  ;  and  that,  as  soon  as  con- 
venient, or  you  shall  judge  necessary,  some  persons  of  your 
honourable  House  be  directed  to  examine  my  accounts. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
"  John  Berrien. 
'■  To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress."' 


IVilUam  JMcIlard,  of  Newhuri/port,  produced  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  Honourable  Uovernour  Trumbull,  at  Ncxe- 
Haven,  dated  23(1  instant,  which  was  a  permit  to  him  to 
load  any  ([uantity  of  Flour  in  Neu'-York,  and  to  bring  it 
in  a  boat  or  boats  to  the  Sloop  Speedwell,  Levi  Carman 
master,  in  that  Colony,  and  to  put  into  any  harbour  in  that 
Colony,  and  depart  without  molestation,  the  embargo  not- 
withstanding. 

And  the  said  fVilliam  McIlarJ  retjuested  of  this  Pro- 
vincial Congress  leave  to  purchase  Flour  in  this  Colony,  lo 
be  carried  to  Ncwburyport,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
there,  agreeable  to  the  said  permit. 

Ordered,  That  It'illiam  Mcllard  have  permission  to 
purchase  and  transport  to  Fairfield  or  Norivalk,  or  any 
other  place  in  Connecticut,  three  hundred  barrels  of  Flour, 
or  any  less  quantity,  and  to  convey  the  same  to  Niiv- 
bunjport,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  there,  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  said  llilliam  McHard  do  deliver  a  manifest 
of  the  said  Flour  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  this  Congress 
before  his  departuie,  and  within  three  months  return  to 
such  Secretary  a  certificate  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee at  Newburyjwrt  aforesaid,  that  the  said  Flour  was 
reported  to  and  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Committee, 
the  dangers  of  the  seas  and  seizures  excepted.  And  if  the 
said  n'illiam  McHard  does  not  comply  with  the  condition 
aforesaid,  that  then  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  an  in- 
fringement of  the  Resolution  of  this  Congress,  and  an  ene- 
my to  this  Country. 

An  application  of  l\'illiam  Ritchie,  bearing  date  yester- 
day, was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  informs  that  the 
people  at  Dartmouth  are  in  great  want  of  Flour,  and  re- 
(|uests  permission  to  carry  Flour  to  Dartmouth,  for  the  use 
of  the  inhabitants. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  William  Ritchie  have  permis- 
sion to  lade  and  ship  a  quantity  of  Flour  for  Dartmouth, 
in  Massachusetts-Bay,  upon  condition  that  the  said  IVil- 
Uam Ritchie  deliver  a  manifest  of  the  cargo  to  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  this  Congress  before  his  departure,  and  with- 
in three  months  return  to  such  Secretary  a  certificate  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  at  Dartmouth,  that  the 
said  Floiu-  and  cargo  was  safely  landed,  and  reported  to  the 
said  Committee,  the  dangers  of  the  seas  and  seizures  ex- 
cepted. And  if  the  said  William  Ritchie  does  not  comply 
with  the  conditions  aforesaid,  that  then  he  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  an  infiingement  of  the  Resolution  of  this  Congress, 
anti  an  enemy  to  this  Country. 

[Sole. — There  were  not  sufficient  Members  present  to  form  a  quorum 
on  tlio  28th  or29thof  Oc^vier,'  therefore,  those  present  adjourned  until 
ten  o'clock  on  tlie  raorning  of  the  2d  day  oi  November  next. 

The  following  inters  and  other  Proceedings  of  tlio  .Members  present 
on  the  28th  aiid  2;Hh  have  been  preserved:] 

New-York,  October  28,  1775. 

Several  IMcmbers  met,  but  there  not  being  a  sufficient 
number  present  to  form  a  House,  the  gentlemen  present 
prepared  the  following  Letters,  the  draughts  of  which  are 
on  the  files,  but  are  not  mentioned  on  the  Minutes: 

Xow-York,  October  28,  1775. 

Gt;NTi,i:.ME\:  We  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that,  by  rea- 
son of  the  absence  of  a  number  of  the  members,  we  are 
unable  to  make  a  Congress,  so  as  to  despatch  the  publick 
business.  Many  things  are  to  be  done  preparatory  to  our 
dissolution,  which  must  be  despatched.  We  therefore  en- 
treat that  you  would  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  that  we  may 
go  on  with  the  business.  We  hope  we  shall  be  able  to 
finish  in  three  or  four  days  if  we  can  make  a  Congress,  and 
are  your  humble  servants.  By  order : 
To  Paul  Michcau. 

P.  S.  Pray  notify  yotir  fellow-Members  of  this. 
To  Orange,  (r^uecn's,  Richmond,  King's. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New.York,  October  28,  1775- 

Suspicions  having  arisen  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the 
citizens,  that  the  Congress  have  received  intimations  which 
they  arc  ignorant  of,  that  this  City  will  be  made  a  garrison 
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Town,  or  destroyeil,  by  reason  uhereof  the  inliabitants  are 
sul)ject  to  great  apprehensions  lor  their  future  safety,  this 
Congress  do  therefore  conceive  it  their  indispensable  duty 
to  assure  the  citizens  that  they  have  received  no  private 
intelligence  of  any  danger;  and  that,  whenever  they  do,  they 
will  take  the  earliest  method  of  informing  them  of  it,  that 
the  citizens  may  provide  in  tiie  best  manner  they  can  for 
the  security  of  their  families  and  eli'ects. 

Ill  Provincial  Congivss,  Ncw-Yorli,  October  Q^,  177.'). 
Gentlemen:  On  the  13th  instant  we  requested  the 
sense  of  the  Congress,  by  the  first  opportunity,  whether  the 
inhabitants  o( Nciv-York  ought  to  export  their  produce  to 
the  jilaces  not  interdicted  by  the  Association  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  last  year.  This  commercial  object  is  of 
ihe  highest  importance  to  the  Colony.  You  will  therefore 
pardon  our  importunity,  and  favour  us  with  an  answer  as 
soon  as  possible. 

We  are,  most  respectfully,  (Jentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servants.     By  order: 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony  o{  Xcw-Vurk  at  Conti- 
nental Congress,  Fhiladclphia. 

Die  Jovis,  3  1,0.  A.  M.,  Nov..m!.:r  ■},  177:>. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Ahrnham  Yotcs,  Jun.,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  ap- 
pointed President  pro  tempore. 

A  Letter  from  Silas  Dcanc,  John  Aihtins,  and  George 
Wythe,  of  the  19th  of  October,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  riiiladcliihiu,  October  19,  177.5. 

"Sir:  The  Continental  Congress  having  been  pleased 
to  appoint  us  a  Committee  for  collecting  an  account  of  the 
hostilities  committed  by  the  ^linisterial  Troops  and  Navy 
in  America,  since  last  March,  with  proper  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  the  facts,  relating  to  the  number  and  value  of  the 
buildings  destroyed,  and  of  the  vessels  inward  and  outward 
bound  seized  by  them,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  and 
also  the  stock  taken  by  them  from  difierent  paits  of  the 
Continent,  as  you  may  see  by  the  resolve  enclosed,  we  en- 
treat the  assistance  of  the  Convention  of  your  Colony  in 
this  business,  that  wc  may  be  enabled  to  perform  what  is 
required  of  us,  in  the  manner  and  with  the  expedition  the 
Congress  expects.  And  to  that  end,  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  furnish  us  with  the  necessary  materials,  sending 
to  us  clear,  distinct,  full,  and  circumstantial  details  of  the 
hostile  and  destructive  acts,  and  the  captures  or  seizures, 
and  depredations,  in  your  Colony,  and  accurate  estimate  of 
the  loss  and  damage,  with  the  solemn  examination  of  wit- 
nesses, and  other  papers  and  documents  officially  authenti- 
cated. 

"  We  are,  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  servants, 

"  Silas  Deane, 
"  John  Adams, 
"  George  ^V'YTHE. 
"  The  Hon.  Nathaniel  IVoodhull,  Esq.,  President,  and  the 

Convention  o^  New- York." 

The  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  ISth 
October,  therein  enclosed,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

"  In  Congress,  October  1^,  177.5. 

"  RcsolceJ,  That  a  just  and  well  authenticated  account 
of  the  hostilities  committed  by  the  Ministerial  Troops  and 
Navy  in  America,  since  last  March,  be  collected,  with 
jH'oper  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  facts  related,  the  num- 
ber and  value  of  the  buildings  destroyed  by  them  ;  also, 
the  number  and  value  of  the  vessels,  inward  and  outward 
bound,  which  have  been  seized  by  them  since  that  period, 
as  near  as  the  number  and  value  can  be  ascertained  ;  also, 
the  stock  taken  by  them  from  the  dilTerent  parts  of  the 
Continent." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  that  Resolve  and  Letter  bo 
sent  to  the  Committee  u{  Suffolk  County;  and  that  the 
said  Committee  of  Suffolk  County  do,  in  the  best  manner, 
ascertain  the  damages  sustained  by  the  people  of  that 
County,  with  all  necessary  particulars  thereof,  and  with 
proper  proofs  to  support  the  same;  and  that  the  said  Com- 
mittee transmit  the  same  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
Colony  with  all  convenient  despatch. 


Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  Resolve  and  Letter 
be  delivered  to  the  Chairman  or  Deputy  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  City  of  Aetv-  York ;  and  that  the  said 
Committee  do  ascertain,  in  the  best  manner  possible,  the 
damages  sustained  by  the  peojjle  of  this  City  and  Coun- 
ty, with  all  necessary  jiarticulars  thereof,  and  with  pro|.ier 
proofs  to  support  the  same  ;  and  that  the  said  Coujuiittee 
transmit  the  same  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Co- 
lony with  all  convenient  desjiatch. 

A  Certificate  of  Doctor  .Tohn  .Tones,  ol"  the  bad  state  (jI 
health  of  Captain  John  Norbury,  who  is  a  Continental 
prisoner,  was  read.  It  is  thereby  certified,  that  Captam 
Korbury  cannot  probably  obtain  relief  in  America:  ami 
Captain  Nurbury,  through  a  Member,  requests  leave  to  go 
to  Britain. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  JSorbiiry  be  informed  that  lit 
may  be  exchanged  for  an  officer  of  General  JVooster'.- 
Regiment,  now  a  prisoner  on  board  the  Ship^s/f/;  anil 
that  he  have  leave  to  apply  to  Captain  T'andcput  for  tliat 
purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Pttcr  T'.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  pay  to  David  Clarkson,  Es(].,  tlit 
sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds,  to  enable  him  to  dischar-c 
his  note  to  Abraham  Lott,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  this  Colon)  , 
for  the  like  sum  formerly  borrowed  by  order  of  this  Con- 
gress for  the  publick  service ;  and  that  Mr.  Livingston 
take  ;\Ir.  Clarkson's  receipt  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  E^q.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  pay  to  IItnry'~Glcnn,  Esq.,  the  sum 
of  seven  hundred  Pounds,  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the 
Note  of  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Esq.,  given  to  Abraham 
Lott,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  for  that  sum,  formerly- 
borrowed  by  the  said  I'en  Broeck  of  Mr.  Lott,  by  orde'r 
of  this  Congress,  for  the  publick  service;  and  that  Mr. 
Livingston  take  Mr.  Henry  Glenn's  receipt  for  the  same  : 
and  that  Mr.  Henry  Glenn  take  a  receipt  of  Mr.  Lott  <ju 
the  said  Note. 

Ordered,  That  Pitcr  V.  B.  Livingston,  E<(|..  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Christopher  Tijipen,  Esq.. 
the  sum  of  Ann-  hundred  and  twenty-eight  Poimds,  to 
enable  him  to  discharge  the  Note  of  Egbert  Duniond,  Esip. 
given  to  Abraham  Lott,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  this  Colony, 
for  that  sum  furjiierly  borrowed  by  Mr.  Egbert  Dumond  of 
Mr.  Lott,  by  order  of  this  Congress,  for^the  publick  sci- 
vice  ;  and  that  .Mr.  Livingston  take  .Mr.  Tapptn's  j-eceiji: 
for  the  same  ;  and  that  IMr.  Tappen  take  a  receipt  of  Mr. 
Lott  on  the  said  Note. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Lawrence,  Chairman  of  the  Committer 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  ilisputed  Election- 
of  the  Militia  Officers  of  the  Districts  of  New-Paitz  anf. 
Hurley,  in  Ulster  County,  re|iorted  ;  which  was  lead  aiK; 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

YourCommittee  a|ipointed  to  take  into  consideration  Let- 
ters from  the  Committees  of  the  Townships  of  Hurlty  and 
New-Paltz,  in  the  County  of  Ulster,  and  tlie  Petition  of  ti:(. 
Inhabitants  of  the  said  Townships,  do  report,  that  it  is  the 
0|)inion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  election  ofofficei's  heW. 
on  the  Dth  of  June  last,  in  the  Township  of  Hurley,  and  that 
held  in  the  Township  of  New- P alt z,  on  the  3ist  of  May 
last,  were  not  agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Continental 
and  this  Congress:  And  in  compliance  with  the  prayer  n'.' 
the  petitions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Townships,  youi 
Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  should  be  recommended 
to  the  Committees  that  Polls  be  held,  in  con\'enient  places, 
in  saiil  Townships,  for  the  election  of  Officers  of  the  3Ii]i- 
tia,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  this  Congress,  the  time 
and  place  being  first  duly  notified  by  the  Committees  o- 
said  Townships.  And  your  Committee  do  further  report, 
that  as  they  have  been  informed  a  dispute  bath  arose  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  of  two  different  parts  of  the  Town- 
ship of  Hurley,  of  their  rights  of  nomination  of  said  Officers, 
if  the  Congress  woidd  give  it  as  their  opinion  that  said 
Officers  should  be  elected  from  the  different  [larts  of  said 
Township,  it  would  give  saiisfaction,  and  again  restore 
fiienchhip  and  unanimity.  All  which  is  most  humblv  sub- 
mitted.    By  order  of  the  Committee: 

John  Lawrence,  Chainmni. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  does  agree  with  tlier 
Comiiiiitce  in  the  =aid  Report;  and  that  the  said  Re- 
port stand  confirmed. 
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Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  tlie  said  Report  and  of  tliis 
Resolve  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Vlslnr  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  make  out  their  Afcoimts, 
at  twenty  Shillings  per  diem  each,  for  their  services,  from  the 
.•ommencement°of  this  Congress  until  the  14th  instant,  to- 
u'eilier  with  their  respective  Accounts  of  Disbursements, 
and  that  the  same  he  audited  by  three  of  the  Auditors; 
;uid  that  the  same,  when  audited,  be  paiil  by  the  Treasurer 
)f  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Account  of  Thomas  Petit  be  made 
!)ut  at  eight  Shillings  per  day,  for  his  services  in  time  past, 
and  his  future  services  till  the  14th  instant,  together  with 
an  account  of  any  disbursements  he  may  have  made;  and 
ihat  the  same  be  audited  by  three  of  the  Auditors,  that  the 
same  may  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer. 

Ordered,  That  Pcler  T.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Colonel  McDovgall  the  sum 
(if  six  hundred  Pounds,  to  enable  him  to  pay  oft'  Captain 
f.edijard's  Company  to  the  1st  ultimo,  and  the  Wives  and 
Attorneys  of  the  men  of  his  Regiment,  and  to  reimburse 
iiim  for  paying  the  men  discharged  by  General  Schuyler 
aniJ  the  other  Commanding  OlHcer  at  the  posts  above. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  T'.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  pay  to  I\lr.  John  Berrien,  as  Com- 
missary for  the  Commissioners  for  erecting  Fortifications 
on  the  banks  of  Hudson's  River,  in  the  Highlands,  and  one 
i)f  the  said  Commissioners,  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred 
Pounds,  on  account,  to  he  applied  for  the  necessary  pur- 
poses of  erecting  the  said  Fortifications,  and  discharging 
the  debts  already  contracted  or  to  be  contracted  thereby; 
and  that  iMr.  Livingston  take  Mr.  Berrien's  receipt  for  the 
^ame,  on  account. 

A  Letter  from  the  Hon.  John  Hancock-,  Esq.,  of  the 
•iOth  of  October,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
lollowing,  to  wit: 

•' Gkntleme.n  :  A  letter  ajipeaiing  in  the  ^ev'-York 
paper  of  16th  instant,  said  to  be  wrote  by  Governonr 
Try  on  to  the  Mayor  of  iVcui- For/:,  expressing  that  this 
Congress  had  recommended  it  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
I'ress  to  seize  or  take  up  the  officers  of  that  Government, 
and  particularly  himself,  by  name,  I  am  directed  by  the 
Congress  to  request  that  you  will  immediately  send  them 
a  genuine  copy  of  the  letter  above  mentioned,  together 
with  a  co|)y  of  any  order  or  proceeding  of  yours,  or  of 
tlie  Mayor  and  Corporation,  in  consequence  of  the  said 
ietier  of  Governonr  Tryon. 

•'  I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
"John  Hancock,  President. 
■■  Piovincial  Congress  o(  ISew-VurJc." 

A  Letter  from  the  Continental  Congress,  of  t!ic  ^litli  of 
October,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  lollowing. 


"  Gt:NTLi-:MEN  :  A  transport,  with  two  officers  and  a 
number  of  marines,  having  been  cast  away  on  the  coast  of 
uS'civ-Jersey,  near  Brigantine  Beach,  the  Captain,  officers, 
and  a  number  of  the  men,  were  taken  prisoners,  and  brought 
;o  this  place,  where  they  have  been  examined  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  this  Province.  By  order  of  the  Con- 
gress, I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  their  examination,  by  which 
you  will  see  the  dangerous  practices  the  ollicers  have  been 
engaged  in,  and  it  is  not  doubted  but  you  will  take  eliect- 
ual  measures  to  put  a  stop  to  them. 

"  It  is  intimated  that  there  is  one  Crunl,  m  Dutchess 
County,  now  employed  in  raising  recruits.  The  Congiess 
expect  you  will  incjuire  into  this  mailer,  and,  il  |iossible, 
secure  the  said  Grant. 

'■  It  being  represented  to  the  Congress  that  a  large  quan- 
tity of  blankets  and  shirts  remain  in  the  King's  stores  in 
yew-York,  the  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

'"That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  o(  ]\cw- 
York  immediately  to  take  possession  of  the  said  blankets 
and  shirts,  and  forward  so  many  of  tliein  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  General  Schuyler,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  under 
his  command.' 

"  1  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"John  Ham  olk.  President. 
■'Tij  the  Provincial  Congress,  ^ew-iorh." 


The  Examinations  therein  mentioned  and  enclosed  were 
also  read  and  filed,  and  are  as  lollow,  to  wit : 

"  Captain  Duncan  Campbell  says  he  is  a  Captain  in  the 
Army,  and  was  sent  out  on  service  ;  has  a  Captain's  coni- 
mission  ;  sailed  from  Boston,  6th  instant,  for  A'ttc-  York,  on 
board  a  transport  ship,  which  was  cast  away;  was  sent  only 
to  receive  such  of  the  King's  subjects  as  choose  to  join  the 
Army  at  Boston;  was  asked  if  he  had  no  emissaries  on 
shore  to  procure  men  ;  said  it  was  a  question  he  did  not 
choose  to  answer;  went  from  ^ew-York  about  IGth  June, 
arrived  at  Boston  about  r<;th  July;  was  a  Lieutenant  on 
half-pay  since  1774;  his  commission  for  a  Company  was 
made  out  before  he  went  to  Boston.  He  returned  to  Nciv- 
York,  and  took  to  Boston  a  number  of  volunteers  ;  that 
there  was  no  particular  part  of  the  Country  that  he  ex- 
pected recruits  from  :  no  particular  County  promised  to 
volunleer;  this  was  left  till  they  arrived  at  Head-Quarters; 
supposed  they  were  to  have  some  grants,  as  soldieis  had 
at  conclusion  of  last  war,  but  never  made  promises  of  for- 
feited lands.  He  belongs  to  the  Seventy-First  Regiment; 
there  is  a  Regiment  raising,  called  the  Vencible  Americans, 
which  is  the  Seventy-Second  ;  his  commission  of  Captain 
is  in  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Highland  Emigrants,  dated 
14lh  June,  1775,  at  Boston." 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant  Allen  McClcan.     His 
Instructions,  dated  l^th  July,  1775,  which  were  produced, 
are  as  follows: 
"  By  IVts  Excellency  the  Hon.  Thomas  Gage,  Guiernl 

and  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  His  JMoJesty's  Forces 

in  Nokth-America,  &,'■€.,  fyc,  &,'C. 
'•  To  Captain  Dlncan  Campbell  and  Lieutenant  Sy.mes: 

"  You  are  hereby  directed  to  embark  on  board  the  Re- 
becca ^'  Frances,  transport,  George  Hastings  master,  and 
to  proceed  as  Htst  as  possible  to  A'etr- For/j,  where  you  are 
to  receive  on  board  your  ship  such  men  as  may  be  inclined 
to  serve  His  Majesty;  and  you  are  particularly  to  attend  to 
the  arrival  of  ships  expected  from  Scotland,  and  to  procure 
as  many  men  out  of  them  as  you  possibly  can  ;  and  you 
are  to  do  your  endeavours  not  to  suffer  any  of  those  emi- 
grants to  join  the  Rebels  on  shore,  and  to  give  every  en- 
couragement to  all  the  Scotch  and  other  nations  that  will 
join  you.  Captain  Vandeput,  of  His  Majesty's  Ship  Asia, 
will  give  you  all  the  assistance  in  his  power,  and  with 
whom  you  will  confer  when  there  may  be  occasion.  You 
will  continue  at  ^eic-York  as  long  as  the  service  you  are 
upon  may  recpiiie,  when  you  are  to  return  to  this  place 
with  ail  expedition,  bringing  as  many  volunteers  with  you 
as  you  can  procure. 

"  Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Qnarters,  in  Boston, 

this  eighteenth  day  o(  Juli/,  1775.        ,^  „,  r. 

-  ■'  ■"  "  Iho.mas  Gaoe. 

"  By  his  Excellency's  command  : 

'•  Samuel  IvEMnLE." 

"  He  says  he  was  not  compelled  to  enter  into  service, 
but  knew  he  must  join  one  side  or  the  other,  or  be  insulted 
by  every  person  that  thought  proper. 

"  Lieutenant  Symes  was  Surgeon's  Male  in  the  Forlv- 
Second  ;  was  now  a|)pointed  a  Lieutenant  ;  a  Lieutenant 
Grant,  on  half-pay,  went  with  him  lo  Boston;  Grant  is 
returned,  and  lives  in  Dutchess  County;  the  ship  was  armed 
for  defence,  as  they  expected  an  attack  from  some  armed 
vessels  along  the  coast ;  the  men  were  put  on  board  for 
defence  ;  there  were  a  number  of  letters,  for  difTerent  per- 
sons, that  were  destroyed  when  they  struck  ;  was  asked  if 
any  other  vessels  or  ollicers  were  sent  on  the  like  errand  ; 
said  could  not  answer  such  questions  with  projiriety. 

"  Lieutenant  Symes  says  he  has  left  his  commission  in 
Boston;  was  ordered  suddenly  on  board  shi|) ;  brought  no 
papers;  was  appointed  14lh  June;  commissions  for  this 
new  Regiment  made  out  1.3th  and  14tli  June;  another 
Regiment  is  formed,  called  \\\e  Royal  Fenciblc  Americans. 
Captain  Campbell  ex|)ccted  to  get  recruits  at  New-York, 
or  from  vessels  coming  from  Scotland;  having  seen  Grant's 
name  among  papers,  asked  about  him. 

•'  Captain  Campbell  said  he  was  on  half-pay,  and  was  lo 
ha\e  a  commission  in  the  Regiment;  he  came  with  the 
Forty-Third  Regiment,  in  the  year  1774;  part  of  the  re- 
cruits of  the  Regiment  were  sent  to  Halifax;  expected 
that  Halifax  or  (^uebeck  would  be  Head-Quarters.  The 
person  with  him,  named  Cameron,  was  a  steerage  passen- 
ger;  lived  a  neighbour  to  Captain  Campbell,  in  Dutchess 
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County.     Angus  Cameron,  of  Argi/les/iire,  came  to  Neiv-  tent  after  dark ;  the  Lieutenant  went  away  in  a  small  boat, 

York  Government  two  years  ago  ;   has  no  settlement ;  has  with  one  man,  an  elderly  man,  dressed  like  a  fisherman,  on 

been  in  Virginia ;  has   followed   farming  since  lie  came  ;  Tuesday,  about  noon  ;  that  they  had  on  board  si.\ty  nuis- 

v/iis -d  dmvev  m  Scotland ;  lived  near  Captain  Campbell's,  kets,  with   bayonets  and  cartouch-boxes,  and  two  barrels 

to  whom  he  left  some  money,  about  fifty  Pounds,  on  inte-  and  a  half  of  powder,  all  which  were  thrown  into  the  sea  ; 

rest,  at  New-York;  lent  Captain  Campbell  some  money,  that  the  20th  Juli/  last,  the  said  Captain  Campbell  sailed 

also,  about  one  hundred   Pounds  ;  got  part  of  his  money  with  him  from  Boston  to  Nciv-  York,  and  carried  between 

from  Alexander  Campbell.  fifty  and  sixty  recruits  from  New-York  to  Boston;  that  he 

"  Roderick  McDonald,  examined,  says  he  was  enlisted  was  chartered  two  hundred  and  ninety-three  tons  burden  ; 
at  Boston,  the  beginning  of  this  month  of  October;  went  that  the  said  Campbell  had  been  in  the  Forty-Second  Re- 
to  Boston  in  Captain  Hastings's  vessel,  in  September  last,  giment ;  lived  in  Dutchess  County,  New-York;  has  a  wife 
Captain  Duncan  Campbell  and  Lieutenant  Symes  were  and  children  there;  that  he  was  not  ordered  to  apply  to 
coming  with  them  to  recruit  ai  New-York;  that  in  August  any  person  in  New-York,  but  to  be  under  the  protection 
last,  Capt.  Campbell  was  at  his  house,  in  Dutchess  County,  of  the  Asia ;  that  Captain  Campbell,  while  the  sliip  lay  at 
rd  the  Asia,  and  to  come  New-York,  remained  on  board,  and  frecjuenlly  sent  the 
jnteers  went  with  Captain  boat  ashore  for  the  recruits  that  were  raised  for  him  ;  the 
Campbell  to  Boston;  one  Foster,  a  Sergeant,  McNeill,  officers  of  the  Forty-Eighth  and  Foity-Ninth  Regiments 
Conway,  and  two  more  of  the  volunteers,  were  Provincial  are  going  home  ;  General  Gage  is  going  home  in  a  trans- 
soldiers — some  in  their  uniforms;  i-'os^r,  supposed  to  be  a  port  vessel  of  sixteen  guns;  no  men  of  war  or  troops  gone 
Sergeant  in  H'oosler's  Army,  came  from  Milford,  New-  to  (^uebcck ;  no  account  of  an  expedition  intended  against 
England;  Captain  Campbell  advised  and  encouraged  him  Qucbeck,  but  talk  of  one  against  Halifax;  the  soldiers 
to  enter  into  the  service.  now  brought  were  some  of  those  enlisted  at  New-York, 

"  Jaines  Neill  says  he  entered  the    King's   service  at  and  carried  by  Captain  Campbell  to  Boston;  has  no  writ- 

Ncw-York;  he  meiC^nd:m  Hastings  Hi  Neiv- York,  who  ten  instructions;  was  to  be  directed    by  Captain    Camp- 

persuaded   him  to  go  aboard   his  ship,  and  said  he  should  bell." 

liave  good  encouragement ;  went  aboard  ;  Captain  Camp-  A  dramd 

bell  there  told  him,  if  he  would  enter  into  the  King's  ser-  ' 
vice,  he  should   have  two  hundred  acres  of  forfeited  land, 
fight  or  not  fight. 

"  Thomas  Firm  says  he  went  on  board  a  man-of-war  at 
Netc-York ;  afterwards  Captain  Campbell  Cdme  on  board. 


and  told  him  lie  was  goin 

to  him  there.      About  sixty  volu 


answer  to  tl 

and  is  in  the  word 


Sir:  Yc 


of  a  Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  in 
two  last   Letters,  was  read  and  approved  of, 
following,  to  wit : 

Provincial  Congress,  Nevv.York,  November  2,  1775. 

ir  letters  of  the  20th  and  26th  of  October  did 


and   enlisted   him;   promised    him   two   hundred    acres  of  not  come  to  hand  till  .Sa^u/f/u;/ last.      For  want  of  a  suffi- 

land  ;  he  was  not  sworn  ;  did  not  know  Captain  Campbell  cient  number  of  members  to  make  a  Congress,  we  have 

before  he  saw  him  on  board  the  man-of-war  at  New-York.  been  obliged  to  postpone  an  answer  till  this  time.     As  to 

■'  David  Carsan  says  he  has  been  in  this  Country  about  Governour  Tryon's  letter  of  the  13th,  mentioning  that  the 

six  or  seven  months;  lived  at  j>/cCW/«on's,  in  iVeii'- For^',-  Continental  Congress  had  recommended  it  to  us  to  seize 

heard   they  wanted  men  on   board  the  transport;  got  put  the  officers  of  this  Government,  and  particularly  himself, 

on  board,  and  enlisted  ;  was  to  have  two  guineas  advance,  we  are  to  inform  you   that  no  application   relative  to  that 


and  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  not  in  the  back  parts,  but 
cultivated  forfeited  lands.  Was  promised  by  Captain  Camp- 
bell and  the  officers  on  board. 

"  Richard  IVilson  says  he  came  from  England  last 
May;  was  a  year  at  Captain  Sadler's;  lived  with  Lucas 
and  with  Smartsmith,  in  Nciv-  York,     (julbrcath,  a  Lieu- 


aflair  was  made  to  this  Congress,  nor  have  we  taken  any 
part  therein.  The  whole  was  conducted  between  the  Gov- 
ernour and  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  this  City.  The 
Committee  for  the  City  was  applied  to  by  the  Mayor,  and, 
from  the  best  in()uiry  we  are  able  to  make,  the  whole  of 
le  correspondence  on  this  subject  is  contained  in  the  en- 


tenant  of  the  Asia,  persuaded   him   to  go  on   board  the  closed  printed  sheets.    [See  1052,  3,  4.] 

Asia;  went  from  that  ship  to  the  transport;  Capt.  Camp-  We  are  sensible  of  the  dangerous  practices  made  use  of 

bell  promised  him  two  hundred   acres  of  forfeited  lands,  to  procure  recruits  for  the  x\riny  at  Boston,  and  you  may 

Captain  Campbell  was  now  coming  to  biing  off  a  number  rest  assured  that  our  best  endeavours  shall  not  be  wanting 

of  Highlanders   that   lived    near  his   place  in  New-York  to  frustrate  these  designs.     Proper  orders  have  been  given 

Government;    heard    Captain    Campbell   and    Lieutenant  tor  seci\r'm<r  Grant,  o(  Dutchess  County. 

Symes,  on   whom   he  waited,  talk  of  it ;   they  expected  It  is  with  real  concern  that  we  find  the  Congress  have 

about  two  hundred  men,  tn  come  in  small  parties  ;   three  recommended  it   to  us  to  seize  the  shirts,  blankets,  and 

or  four  men  were  sent  up  from   the  transport   before  they  sheets,  in  the   King's  stores  in  this  City,  and  flatter  our- 

lelt  Neu'-York,  one  of  whom  was  Rod.  McDonald,  to  en-  selves  they  must  have  been  imposed  upon  relative  to  this 

gage  the  above   jieople,   and  come   back;  could   not  get  matter,  or  such  a  recommendation  would  never  have  issued, 

tliem  down  at  that  time;  Captain  Campbell  left  some  peo-  We  think  it  our  indispensable  duty,  as  well   for  our  own 


pie  at  his  plantation,  to  brmg  the  rest  down. 

"  Robert  Saunderson  says  he  worked  along  shore  at 
New-York,  about  a  twelvemonth  ago;  was  pressed  on 
board  a  man-of-war;  carried  to  Boston;  came  in  the  sum- 
mer, in  the  Mercury,  \o  New-York;  got  discharged,  in 
order  to  go  to  Boston  to  enlist ;  was  enlisted  by  Major 
Small;  came  with  Captain  Campbell,  in  the  Rebecca  fy 
Frances,  to  Neiv-York;  got  a  number  of  men  there;  carried 
ihem  to  Boston,  and  were  now  coming  back  to  get  more. 

"  George  Hastings  says  he  is  Master  of  the  Ship  Re- 


becca 8f  Frances,  of  London,  owned  by  James  Mather;  were  destroyed  by  tl 
left  Boston  the  5th  of  October,  bound  for  New-  York,  with 
commissioned  officers,  Captain  Duncan  Campbell,  Lieu- 
tenant Symes,  two  Sergeants,  named  Hugh  Morrison  and 
fVilUam  Foster,  and  twenty-one  privates,  belonging  to  a 
Regiment  raising  in  America ;  that  he  understood  they 
were  coming  to  New-York,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  ; 
that  there  sailed  with  him  the  Fowey,  a  twenty-gun  ship, 
and  one  transport,  bound  to  Halifax ;  that  last  Monday 
morning,  before  day,  the  weather  being  hazy,  the  said  ship 
Rebecca   &f  Frances  struck  on  the  shore  at   Brigantine 


justification  as  for  the  information  of  the  Congress,  to  state 
the  matter  in  its  true  light. 

There  were  in  our  lower  barracks  a  number  of  hospital 
stores,  consisting  of  shirts,  blankets,  and  sheets.  Some 
persons,  without  the  knowledge  or  approbation  of  this  Con- 
gress, in  the  night  time,  removed  them  to  the  house  of  our 
Commissary,  who  the  next  morning  informed  us  of  this 
transaction.  Upon  inquiry  from  him,  we  found  the  whole 
number  of  blankets  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty; 
some  of  them  had  been   used  in  the  Hospital,  and  the  rest 


As  to  the  shirts,  we  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  tb.e  number,  though  the  object 
is  of  very  inconsiderable  value.  From  this  state  of  facts, 
the  Congress  thought  proper  to  order  these  things  to  be 
returned,  and,  among  other,  for  the  following  reasons: 

1st.  Because  the  stores  had  been  taken  away  without 
the  order  or  knowledge  of  the  Congress,  who  ought  to 
have  been   made  acquainteii  with  the  transaction  ;   which, 


in  Its  consequences. 


jht  endanser  the  lives  and  proper 


of  the  inhabitants  of  this  City. 
2d.   For  that  the  stores  were, 


hat  time,  entirely  in 


Beach,  where  she  lies  stranded  ;  that  Captain  Campbell  our  power,  and  more  safe  than  in  the  custody  of  our  Corn- 
parted  with  him  at  the  beach  on  Tuesday  evening,  and,  he  missary,  as  our  military  watch  was  kept  in  the  same  house 
supposes,  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  New-York,  in  some     where  the  stores  were  lodged. 

boat;  did  not  see  him  in  any  boat ;  [)arted  with  him  at  his  3d.   Because,  if  we   had  sent  the   blankets  up  to  tin; 
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Army,  we  might,   in  all    probability,   have   poisoned   the 
Northern  Army,  by  sending  the  small-pox  among  them. 

And  4tli.  Because  we  are  not  in  a  situation,  without  ex- 
posing the  lives  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
City  to  inevitable  destruction,  should  we  attempt  to  exe- 
cute orders  that  will  bring  on  a  cannonading  from  the  ships 
of  war.  Our  zeal  for  the  publick  cause  has  induced  us  to 
part  with  all  the  powder  we  have  procured  for  the  defence 
of  this  Colony,  and  we  are  sorry  to  find  that  there  is  but 
htile  prospect  of  having  it  replaced. 

We  hope  these  reasons  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  Con- 
gress; and  aie  your  most  obedient  servants.      By  order: 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President,  &ic. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted,  together  widi  the  print- 
ed copies  therein  mentioned. 

A  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at  the  Con- 
tinental (.'ongress,  dated  the  2Gih  of  October,  was  read  and 
likd,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Piiiladi'lpliia,  Octol.tT  2G,  1775. 

'•Sik:  We  have  the  pleasure  of  enclosing  you  a  resolve, 
passed  this  day  in  Congress,  which,  we  hope,  will  enable 
our  Province  to  provide  ammunition  with  certainty  and 
iles])atcli.  You  will  easily  perceive  the  propriety  of  keeping 
it  as  secret  as  the  nature  of  the  business  will  admit,  and  we 
have  particular  reasons  for  wishing  that  the  vessels  intend- 
ed for  the  voyage  may  be  soon  despatched. 

"  Wfi  have  declined  informing  Mr.  Fine  of  the  purport 
of  this  resolve,  thinking  it  more  prudent  to  refer  the  whole 
to  your  discretion.  It  will  not  be  long  before  you  will  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  the  Congress  re- 
specting the  general  state  of  trade.  As  to  a  certain  neces- 
sary article,  it  is  not,  as  yet,  to  be  procured  here. 

"  We  are.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  the  Conven- 
tion's and  your  very  humble  servants, 

"  Rob't  R.  Livingston,  Ju.v., 
"  Jamks  Dliane, 
"  John  Jay. 
•'To  Naihanid  U'oodhuU,  Esq." 

A  certified  copy  of  a  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Con- 
uress,  therein  enclosed,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  111  Coii^n-ess,  Octoboi-  SG,  177.'). 

'•  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several 
i^-ovincial  Assemblies,  Conventions,  or  Councils  of  Safety, 
of  the  United.  Colonies,  to  export  to  the  foreign  ll'esl-la- 
dies,  on  account  and  risk  of  their  respective  Colonies,  as 
much  provision  or  any  other  produce,  except  horned  cattle, 
sheep,  hogs,  and  poultry,  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  for 
t!;e  importation  of  arms,  ammunition,  sidphur,  and  sali|)etre. 

■'  Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"  CiiARLKS  Thomson,  Sccrclnri/." 

In  jiursuanre  of  the  said  Letter  and  Resolve, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Loic,  Mr.  Roosevtli,  Mr.  I'midrr- 
Inlt,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  treat  with  Mr. 
Fine,  forthe  benefit  of  hiscontract  forobtaining  Powder;  and 
that  they  report  to  this  Congr<vs5  with  all  comenient  speiMJ. 

By  a  charge  from  the  Chair,  this  I^etter  and  Resolve  to 
be  kept  secret. 

A  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Jo/ui  Ilnncock,  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  dated  the  28th  October,  was  read 
and  liled,  and  is  in  the  words  followini;,  to  wit: 

•■l'iiilu|.|i:l:n,  (l,-lnl,::i-'2.-<,   177 J. 

•■  Siii  :  Vour  letter  of  t!:e  17th  instant  has  been  laid 
before  the  ConL;ress,  and  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you 
that  they  approve  of  your  immediately  raising  a  Company 
of  Matrosses,  to  consist  of  sixty-eight  privates.  They  pre- 
U'l-  that  number,  as  it  is  the  fixed  establishment  of  theCom- 
|), mil's  in  the  ('onlinental  service.  You  will  please  to 
appoint  anil  forward  the  list  of  the  ofiiccrs  proper  to  com- 
mand them,  and  their  commissions  shall  be  maile  out  and 
sent  you.  The  Congress  desire  you  will  inform  them  when 
this  Company  shall  be  completed,  and  they  will  take  under 
consideration  your  proposal  for  raising  a  larger  number. 
Enclosed  is  the  resolution  of  Congress. 

''  I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  seiMmt, 
••John  Hancoik,  rresiJcnt. 
-The  President  of  ConuMess  of  A< )/- io/A-.'' 


The  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  ^8th  October,  therein 
enclosed,  was  also  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit  : 

'•  In  Congress,  October  28,  1775. 

"  Rcsolveil,  That  a  Company  of  Malrosses,  to  consist 
of  one  Captain,  one  Captain-Lieutenant,  a  First  and  Se- 
cond Lieutenant,  a  Lieutenant-Fireworker,  four  Sergeants, 
four  Corporals,  eight  Bombaidiers,  sixty-eight  Matrosses, 
one  Dnmimcr,  and  one  Filer,  be  immediately  raised  in 
]\'ew-  York,  for  the  defence  of  Hudson's  River,  and  to  occu- 
py the  fortilications  now  erecting  in  the  Highlands;  and 
that  the  President  write  to  the  Convention  of  that  Pro- 
vince, recommending  it  to  them  immediately  to  raise  the 
said  Company,  and  to  appoint  the  proper  oific-ers. 

"  By  order  of  Congress : 

"  John  Hancock,  Freaident. 

"  A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes  : 

"  CiiAiu.F.s  Thomson,  Secritanj." 

Ordu-cd,  That  Colonel  ^IcDougatl,  Mr.  Van  Znndt, 
and  Mr.  Brasher,  be  a  Committee  to  arrange  the  Com- 
pany, and  report. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  IViUiam  Bcdlou;  of  the  30th  Octo- 
ber, ultimo,  to  Mr.  Richard  Yates,  was  read  and  filed,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

'•Octob.r  3>1,  1775. 

"Sir:  As  the  lime  of  the  present  Congress's  duration 
is  almost  expired,  I  beg  leave,  in  behalf  of  myself  and  the 
other  Commissioners  appointed  by  them  to  superintend  the 
building  of  a  tort  in  the  Highlands,  to  request  that  you  will 
be  so  kind  as  to  move  in  the  House  that  the  sum  to  be 
allowed  each  of  us  per  diem  for  our  services  may  be  ascer- 
tained ;  and  when  this  is  done,  please  to  inform  Cajitain 
John  Berrien  what  the  allowance  is,  as  I  am  to  set  out  for 
the  fort  to-morrow  morning.  This  will  be  gratefully  ac- 
knowledged by  him  who  is,  with  esteem,  Sir,  your  humble 

servant,  ,, ,,.  „ 

'  "  William  Bedlow. 

"  To  Mr.  Richard  Yates,  in  Congress." 

As  t!ie  said  Fortifications  are  erecting  at  a  ConLineiilal 
charge,  and  this  Congress  about  dissolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Bcalou-'s  Let- 
ter be  ileferred  for  the  present,  and  referred  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  next  Provincial  Congress. 

A  Letter  fiom  General  ll'ashinglon,  of  lUe  2]lh  of  Oc- 
tober, ult.,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"  Camp  at  Cambridge,  October  21,  1775. 

'■Sin:  The  enclosed  information  being  of  the  highest 
importance,  I  thought  it  proper  to  transmit  it  to  you  with 
all  despatch. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  scr\'anl, 

'•  Gnoiic.K  ^Vashington. 
"To  the  Honourable  sWalhaniel  U'oodhuU,  Esq.,  Presid.  m 

of  the  Provincial  Congiess,  Stu-Yorkr 

The  inlormalion  therein  enclosed  was  also  lead  and  lileil, 
aiul  is  in  the  words  iollowing,  to  wit: 

'•  I'llmuutli,  .'Moiiliy,  Oolobfr  IG,  1775. 

"  The  L'anceau,  ship  of  sixteen  guns,  commanded  by 
Captain  Mouuit,  a  larL'e  ship,  schooner,  and  sloop,  armed, 
anchored  before  the  Town.  The  17lh,  at  three,  P.  Al., 
they  weighed  and  came  up,  and  anchored  within  gun- 
shot, and  immediately  Cajitain  Mownt  sent  a  letter  on 
shore  to  the  Town,  giving  them  two  hours  to  move  their 
families  out,  as  he  had  orders  to  fire  the  Town.  The  Town 
immediately  chose  a  Committee  of  three  gentlemen,  and 
sent  them  on  board,  to  know  the  reason  of  that  Town's 
being  set  on  fire.  He  returned  for  answer,  that  his  orders 
were  to  set  fire  to  all  the  sea-port  Towns  between  Bos- 
ton and  Hnlifdv,  and  that  he  expected  A\eiv-York  was 
then  burned  to  ashes.  He  further  said,  that  when  he  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  Admiral,  he  desired  that  he  might 
show  some  favour  to  the  Toun  ol'  Falmouth,  which  the 
Admiral  granted,  (I  suppose  as  Captain  Mowat  was  under 
particidar  obligations  to  some  gentlemen  at  Falmouth,  for 
civilities  shown  him  when  in  captivity  amongst  them,)  and 
\\hich  favour  was  to  spare  the  Town  until  nine  o'clock. 
IVeilnesday  morning',  in  case  we  would  send  him  off  ei^ht 
small-uiins,  which  the  Town  immediately  did.  fl'tdncsdo:^ 
morning,   being   the    18;!),  the   Committee  went   on   bo.ird 
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Captain  Mowat  again,  in  order  to  save  ilie  Town.  He 
said  iie  would  save  the  Town  until  he  heard  from  the  Ad- 
miral, in  case  we  would  send  oil'  four  can  iaije-guns,  deliver 
u|i  all  our  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  and  send  lour  gentlemen 
ol  the  Town  as  hostages;  which  the  Town  would  not  do. 
About  half  past  nine,  in  tiie  morning,  he  began  to  fire  from 
the  four  armed  vessels,  and  in  five  minutes  set  fire  to 
several  houses.  He  continued  firing  until  after  dark  the 
same  day,  which  destroyed  the  largest  part  of  the  Town. 
He  further  informed  the  Committee  that  he  slioidd  proceed 
to  Portsmouth,  and  dest]oy  that  jilace  also. 

'•The  foregoing  is  as  near  the  facts  as  1  am  able  to  re- 
member, as  witness  my  hand.  ,,  ,,  , 

'  •'  "  i  EARSox  Jones. 

"Cambridge,  Octobor  24,  177:.." 

Another  copy  of  the  said  information,  received  via 
Rhode-Island,  logelher  with  a  copy  of  a  Leiler  fiom  ^n- 
thanid  Greene,  at  Prospect-IliU,  to  Deputy  Governour 
Cooke,  was  also  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  (mm  Ebenezer  Hazard,  Postmaster,  dated  the 
3lst  ult.,  was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  informs  that  lie 
has  in  charge  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Constitutional 
Post-Office,  that  the  keeper  of  the  ferry  across  North 
River,  charges  the  post-riders  for  ferriage,  while  he  suffers 
the  lider  from  the  old  office  to  cross  gratis;  and  that  he 
is  directed  to  request  the  interjiosition  of  the  authority  ol 
this  Congress  in  the  ])remiscs. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hazard  be  informed  that  this  Con- 
gress does  not  think  proper  to  interfere  at  present. 

A  long  Letter  from  Benjamin  Baker,  at  Albany,  on  the 
subject  of  making  Saltpetre,  was  read  and  filed.  The  gen- 
tlemen who  are  Deputies  from  Albanij,  are  requested  to 
write  him  an  answer,  that  the  Congress  does  not,  at  present, 
incline  to  comply  with  his  proposals. 

The  Remonstrance  of  the  Associated  Company  at  Powir/i- 
kecpsie  was  read  and  filed.  A  copy  of  ihcii-  Association 
was  also  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissions  to  the  OlTicers  of  that 
Coinpany,as  Minute-Men,  be  delivered  to  the  Secretaries, 
and  that  new  Comnjissions  issue  to  them  as  an  Associated 
Company;  and  the  said  Commissions  were  issued  accord- 
ingly. 

A  Letter  from  JrHHam  Smith,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  a 
meeting  of  sundry  Committees  of  Towns  in  ul  icli  the  First 
Regiment  in  Suffolk  County  is  composed,  signed  by  order 
of  the  said  CoJiimittees  was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby 
informs  that  Nntliaii  IVoodhuU  and  Eilinund  Smith,  Jun., 
Esquires, respectively  declined  accepting  the  offices  ol  First 
and  Second  Majors  of  the  said  Regiment,  and  that  the  said 
Committees  nominated  and  recommended  Jeffrey  Smith, 
Esq.,  to  be  First  iMajor,  and  Jesse  Brush,  Esq.,  to  be  Se- 
cond ]\Iajor  of  the  said  Reiiiment. 

Ordered,  Tlrat  Commissions  issue  to  those  gentlemen, 
respectively,  and  that  their  Commissions  bear  date  on  the 
27lh  ultimo. 

Mr.  Joseph  Hallett  informed  the  Congress  that  he  has 
more  money  than  will  be  sufficient  to  discharge  tlie  con- 
tracts he  has  made  on  behalf  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  that  he  uiU  be  enabled,  in  a  few  days,  to  close  his  ac- 
counts, but  is  desirous  to  pay  the  balance  in  hand  to  the 
Treasurer. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hallett  pay  the  balance  of  the  money 
in  his  hands  to  the  Treasurer,  and  that  he  take  the  Trea- 
surer or  his  Agent's  receipt  for  such  sum  as  shall  be  so 
returned. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock,  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die  Veneris,  IT)  ho.  A.  M.,  Norc.iibi  r  3,  177.".. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjoumment.   Present: 
Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Esq.,  President. 

The  Return  of  the  Field-Oflicers  of  tlaee  Regiments 
of  the  City  Militia  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen. 

Ordered,  That  I\lr.  Jacobus  T'an  Zandt  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Hallett  be  a  Committee  to  purchase  Flour,  and  load  the 
Pilot-Boat  named  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  and  send  her  to 
such  Port  as  they  think  best,  on  the  account  and  risk  of 
this  Congress,  to  procure  Arms  and  Aunnunition,  or  either 


that  may  be  obtained,  and   tiiat   they  make  such  contract 
or  contracts,  in  the  premises,  as  they  think  fit. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  26th  October. 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  tiie  words  following,  to  wit  ; 
"  Ticondoroga,  October  26,  1775,  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

"Sir:  1  am  favoured  with  an  express  from  General 
Montgomery.  The  fort  and  garrison  at  Chambhj,  in  which 
Mn'pv  Siojiford ,  of  the  Royal  Fusileers,  commanded,  has 
surrendered  to  our  troops.  One  lumdred  and  twenty-four 
barrels  of  powder,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  prepared 
aiimiunition,  together  with  a  quantity  of  provisions,  has 
fell  into  our  hands.  The  reduction  of  St.  John's  seems  of 
course.  We  have  already  sunk  their  best  vessel  of  force. 
A  party  of  ours,  consisting  of  about  five  hundred,  that  were 
stationed  at  La  Prairie,  lias  been  attacked,  but  the  assail- 
ants weie  repulsed  with  some  loss.  I  hope  the  success 
which  attends  and  promises  to  attend  the  American  arms 
will  induce  a  misinformed  Ministry  to  adopt  measures  to 
bring  about  a  reconciliation. 

"1  am,  Sir,  with  the  most  respectful  sentiments,  your 
and  the  Congress's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 
"Peter  T\  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  &.C.,  &ic." 

A  draught  of  a  Letter  to  General  Schuyler  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

111  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  November  3,  1775. 

Sir:  We  received  your  letter,  unsigned,  of  tlie  26lli 
ult.,  confirming  the  important  intelligence  that  the  fort  and 
garrison  at  Chambly  has  surrendered  to  our  troops,  with  a 
very  considerable  quantity  of  provisions  and  military  stores. 
This  victory,  together  with  the  favourable  prospect  it 
affords  of  the  acquisition  of  .SV.  John's,  gives  us  ])leasure, 
and  we  most  heartily  concur  with  you  in  the  hopes  you 
express,  that  the  success  of  our  arms  may  induce  the  Mi- 
nistry to  adopt  measures  of  reconciliation. 

\Ve  are.  Sir,  your  very  humble  servants.     By  order : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  Protest  of  Francis  James,  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
Pilot-Boat  Hampden,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  Thai  John  McKesson,  one  of  the  Secretaries, 
draw  an  Affidavit  o(  Francis  James,  one  of  the  owners  of 
the  Pilot-Boat  named  the  Hampden,  that  the  said  Boat  w  as 
taken  without  any  collusion. 

A  Letter  from  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  Conunittee  of 
fi'cstcheitcr  County  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"Wliite  Plains,  Noverabi-r  1,  1775. 

"  Sir  :  The  Committee  of  fVestchester  County  having 
been  called  together  upon  a  request  of  some  of  their  body, 
upon  suspicion  of  a  plot  being  contrived  to  carry  off  several 
of  the  members,  and  some  others  who  had  showed  them- 
selves zealously  attached  to  the  liberties  of  this  country, 
Ml'.  Philip  Pinckney,  who  had  given  very  full  information 
to  some  of  the  Committee  of  the  plot,  and  had  offered  to 
swear  to  it,  provided  he  was  brought  by  the  Committee  by 
an  appearance  of  force,  and  had  engaged  not  to  be  out  of 
the  way,  upon  being  sent  for  by  some  of  the  guard  attend- 
ing the  Committee,  was  not  to  be  found.  Whereu|ioii, 
some  of  the  tlommittee,  by  order  of  the  whole,  waited 
upon  Mr.  Pinckney,  who,  after  refusing  to  come  before  the 
Committee,  and  ai'ter  a  great  deal  of  equivocation,  made 
the  enclosed  affidavit  before  a  Magistrate,  which  we  have 
reason  to  think  is  not  the  whole  truth  ;  for  which  reasons 
we  refer  you  to  Colonel  Budd  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Horton, 
with  whom  Ml'.  Pinckney  has  conversed.  As  we  are  onl\' 
a  Sub-Committee,  appointed  to  take  the  examination  of 
Mr.  Pinckney,  and  such  other  persons  as  might  be  neces- 
sary, and  to  make  a  report  of  our  proceedings  to  the  honour- 
able the  Provincial  Congress,  we  beg  leave  to  request  that 
Mr.  Pinckney  may  be  sent  for,  and  critically  examined  by 
the  Congress  respecting  the  above  matter,  and  with  rela- 
tion to  oars  being  made  by  the  request  of  Captain  Vcindc- 
put ;  and,  also,  that  fVilliam  Davis,  who  was  employed  in 
making  the  oars,  and  Sarah  IViUiams,  the  wife  oi  Isaac 
IViUiams,  of  Westchester,  may  be  also  sent  for  antl  ex- 
amined as  a  witness  respecting  them.  We  also  request 
that  Mr.  fi'illiam  Lounsberry,  Isaac  Gedney,  Jun.,  and 
three  hired  men  who  work  at  Justice  Sutton's,  may  be 
sent   for   on    account  of  what   Mr.  Pincknei/   has  related. 
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though  not  sworn  to,  that  they,  among  others,  were  Mi- 
nute-iMen,  as  he  called  them  ;  that  they  were  to  be  ready, 
at  a  moment's  warning,  to  takeoff  some  persons  who  were 
the  most  obnoxious. 

"  We  would  also  request,  when  the  others  are  sent  for, 
that  the  abovementioned  hanc  Gcdnty,  Jun.,  /Tm.  Ac/- 
.9071,  Joshua  Boyca,  Joshua  Ferris,  BarthoJomeiv  llaincs, 
Elijah  Haines,  H'illiom  llaincs,  and  John  Haines,  be  also 
taken  and  brought  before  the  honourable  Congress,  for 
taking  up  arms  to  rescue  Elijah  JVtcks,  who  was  brought 
before  the  Committee  upon  a  charge  against  him.  Upon 
the  charge  we  would  mention  the  widow  Margaret  Ged- 
ney,  of  the  llliitc  Plains,  wiiere  they  left  their  arms.  Job 
Had  Jen,  of  Harrison  Precinct,  Benjamin  Morrell,  of  New- 
York,  and  Isaac  Sniffen,  of  Rye-Neck,  as  witnesses.  For 
evidence  to  the  other  charges,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  )  ou 
to  Colonel  Budd,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Horton. 

''  We  would  not  have  troubled  the  Congress  about  appre- 
hending the  abovenamed  persons,  but  that  we  look  upon 
ourselves  at  present  too  weak  to  do  it,  without  great  dan- 
ger;  and  we  beg  leave  to  submit  it,  whether  it  be  not 
necessary  for  the  security  of  many  amongst  us,  as  well  as 
to  ])revent  provisions  being  conveyed  to  the  Ministerial 
Army,  that  a  guard  be  placed  along  the  Sound  in  this 
(bounty. 

"  VVe  are.  Sir.  your  most  humble  servants, 

"JoNA.  G.  Thompson,  Micah  Townsend, 
"Thomas  Thomas,         Anthony  Miller." 
"  Jesse  Hunt, 
"  To  Nathaniel   JVoodhiill,   President  of  the  Provincial 

Congress  \n  Neu'-York." 

The   Affidavit  therein   mentioned   was  read  and   filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
"  Westchester  County,  ss. 

"  Personally  appeared  before  me,  James  Horton,  Jun., 
one  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  said 
County,  Philip  Pinckncy,  of  full  age,  who  deposeth  and 
saith,  that  on  IVednesday,  the  25th  day  instant,  being  in 
com|)any,  he  heard  one  say  (\\axGodfrey  Haines  was  de- 
termined to  have  satisfaction  on  some  particular  persons, 
and  that  there  was  a  tender  expected  to  take  them  off  in- 
stantly; and  that  this  deponent  was  asked  if  he  would  assist 
in  taking  off  Judge  Thomas  privately;  and  that  they  were 
determined  to  have  him,  if  possible;  and  that  there  was  a 
person  to  be  in  a  paiticidar  place,  to  receive  him  Irom  those 

^^l'°   '0°'^   ''''"•  "  P.fL.r     PlNCKNEY. 

'•  Taken  and  sworn  before  me,  this  1st  day  of  Novem- 
''^'■'  ^''''■'-  "James  Horton,  Jun." 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Budd  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Horton 
be  requested  to  attend  this  Congress  at  five  o'clock,  this 
afternoon. 

Mr.  Melancton  Smith  delivered  in  an  Account  of  the 
expense  of  apprehending  and  transporting  lo  Albany  \\\\ei2 
Deserters  from  Colonel  Holmes's  Regiment,  who  were  ap- 
prehended at  Povghkerpsie,  and  sent  io  Albany. 

Ordered,  That  a  cojiy  of  the  said  Account  be  transmitted 
to  Colonel  Holmes,  that  he  may  stop  the  said  expenses  out 
of  the  pay  of  the  said  Deserters,  to  prevent  the  loss  of  that 
sum,  and  that  he  may  he  enabled  to  reimburse  lliis  Con- 
gress for  the  same. 

Thereupon,  a  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Colonel  Holmes  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit : 

In  Piovinci.il  Cmgrci'K.  N.-w-Yoi-k,  November  3.  1775. 

Sir;  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  account  of  expenses  paid 
to  a  detachment  of  the  Independent  Company  at  Pough- 
kccvsie,  for  apprehending  and  conveying  to  Albany  Tho- 
mas Hampton,  James  Devcnport,  and  Henry  May,  three 
deserters  belonelng  to  Ca|)t.  If'ynkonp's  Company,  of  your 
Rei'iment.  The  Congress  request  that  you  will  make  an 
immediate  stoppage  in  their  pay,  to  reimburse  the  sum 
paid  for  that  service,  that  you  may  account  to  the  Con- 
gress for  tiie  same.  We  are.  Sir,  &ic. 
Colonel  James  Holmes. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  tlie  President,  and,  together  with  a  certified  copy  of  the 
said  Account  and  of  the  above  Order,  Iran^initted. 

A   draught   of  a  Letter  to   the  Continental   Congress, 


requesting  an  aid  in  Money,  was  read  and   approved  of, 
anrl  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  November  3,  1775. 

Sir  :  We  are  obliged  to  trouble  the  Congress  once  more 
on  the  subject  of  cash,  as  we  are  apprehensive  the  publick 
service  will  suffer  greatly,  unless  we  have  an  immediate 
supply  from  the  Congress.  When  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Pay- 
master for  the  Northern  Army,  passed  through  this  City, 
we  applied  to  him  for  a  reimbursement  of  the  cash  we  liad 
advanced  in  his  department ;  he  then  informed  us,  that  he 
would  pay  no  money,  as  General  Schuyler  had  ordered 
him  to  exchange  what  money  he  had  into  gold  and  silver, 
and  bring  the  same  with  him,  as  it  would  be  wanted  in 
Canada.  Since  this,  we  have  applied  to  General  Schuy- 
ler for  a  warrant  on  the  Continental  Treasurer,  but  as  yet 
we  have  not  received  an  answer  from  him,  owing,  we  sup- 
pose, to  his  indisposition  and  the  hurry  of  business. 

Our  accounts  will  be  made  up  and  transmitted  with  all 
possible  despatch  ;  but  as  the  publick  creditors  are  press- 
ing, we  beg  the  Congress  will  pay  to  our  Delegates  at 
Philadelphia  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  Dollars,  to  enable 
us  to  discharge  the  publick  debt,  for  wliicli  this  Colony  will 
be  accountable. 

We  are.  Sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Congress : 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Honourable 

the  Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDongull  be  directed  to  cause 
one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  the  Gunpowder,  now  in 
the  Magazine,  to  be  made  up  into  Cartridges  of  different 
sorts,  in  readiness  for  the  common  defence,  and  lliat  Mr. 
Gabriel  IV.  Ludlow  deliver  to  him  or  his  order  the  above 
quantity. 

A  Petition  oi  Abraham   H.   T'an  T'leck,  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
"To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress :  the  Petition 

o/"  Abraham  H.  Van  Vleck  rnost  humbly  sherreth  : 

"  That  your  petitioner,  having  inadvertently  infringed  one 
of  the  Resolves  of  the  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  for  so  doing  has  made  every  kind  of  concession 
and  satisfaction  in  his  power,  declaring  at  the  same  time  to 
act  in  ev.ery  respect  agreeable  to  the  salutary  resolves  of 
the  Congress,  your  petitioner  therefore  most  humbly  en- 
treats your  honourable  Board  to  exonerate  him,  that  he 
may  make  his  peace  with  his  countrymen,  and  have  an 
opportunity  of  proving  himself  a  sincere  friend  to  his  coun- 
try. And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray  ; 
being,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  your  most  obliged 

humble  servant,  ,,  .  .i    \r       \t  .. 

'  "Abraham  H.  Van  Vleck. 

Thereupon,  the  Congress  came  to  a  Resolution  in  the 
words  following,  lo  wil : 

Abraham  H.  Van  J'leck,  having  been  duly  convicted  by 
the  General  Committee  of  Association  for  the  City  and 
County  oi'  Nen^-York,  of  having  violated  a  Resolution  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  by  shipping  Provisions  to  Na/i- 
(ucket ;  and  the  said  Abraham  H.  Van  Vleck,  by  his  Peti- 
tion, having  declared  his  contrition  for  his  offence,  and  his 
intention  for  the  fiiture  to  conform  to  the  Resolutions  of 
the  Congress,  and  his  desire  to  make  his  peace  with  his 
countrymen,  and  to  have  an  opportunity  of  proving  him- 
self a  sincere  friend  to  his  ('ountry, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Abraham  H.  Van  J'leck  hath 
fiilly  satisfied  this  Congress  of  his  contrition  for  his  said 
offence,  and  of  his  intention  for  the  future  to  act  agreeable 
to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Congress, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  again  restored  to  the  favourable 
opinion  of  his  countrymen;  and  it  is  hereby  recommended 
that  he  be  no  longer  considered  or  treated  as  an  enemy  to 
his  Country. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  certified  by  one  of 
the  Secretaries,  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Henry  Van  Vleck. 
to  be  published. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Members  met  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  October 
last,  which  were  all  lead,  because  the  Congress  on  each  of 
those  days  wanted  one  or  more  Members;  and  the  Congress 
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having  fully  Iieard  the  same,  approved  thereof,  and  con- 
firmed the  same  and  every  part  thereof. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  until  five  o'clock,  in  the 
afternoon. 

Dio  Vi-neris,  5  lio.  P.  M. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournnieiit.    Present: 
Abraham  Yales,  Esq.,  President. 

Thomas  Pearsall,  by  order  of  the  Congress,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  called  in  and  examined,  and  notes  of  his 
examination  were  taken  and  filed,  and  are  as  follows: 

"T/iOfflrts  Fearsall  examined  touching  raising  the  price  of 
goods  :  says  that  aiiout  six  weeks  or  two  months  ago,  Sam- 
%iel  J'Veat,  o(  Nonvich ,  purchased  of  Hobinson  &/■  Price,  of 
this  City,  for  account  of  Messrs.  Christopher  Leffcnwcll  &{ 
Co.,  about  fifiy  blankets,  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  Shillings  per 
blanket ;  that  they  were  striped  blankets,  of  a  middling  good 
quality  and  size  ;  that,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  sterling 
price  of  such  blankets,  he  supposes  they  must  have  cost 
seventy-five  or  eighty  Shillings  per  piece,  of  fifteen  in  a 
piece  ;  that  Robinson  4-  Price  charged  the  said  blankets 
to  said  /^eorso/Z's  account,  and  that  he  charged  the  same  to 
Ltffenwdl  &f  Co.,  at  the  same  rate." 

Mr.  Peter  T.  Curtenius  attending  at  the  door,  was  call- 
ed in  and  examined,  and  notes  of  his  examination  were 
taken  and  filed,  and  are  as  follows: 

"  Peter  T.  Curtemus  says  that  he  purchased  of  Robin- 
son 8f  Price,  last  week,  forty-five  blankets,  for  Captain  Lecl- 
yard's  Company,  at  the  rale  of  nineteen  Shillings  and  six 
Pence  per  blanket ;  that,  from  the  size  and  quality,  he  sup- 
poses tliey  cost  at  three  Pounds  ten  Shillings  sterling  per 
piece  ;  that  within  a  fortnight  he  (Curtenius)  supplied  blan- 
kets of  a  better  quality  to  the  ]ioor-house,  at  twelve  Shillings 
j)er  blanket.  That  Robinson  &,■  Price  told  him  they  im- 
l)orted  said  blankets  from  Philadelphia,  and  paid  sixteen 
Shillings  for  them  there;  that  he  (Curtenius)  bought  of 
said  Robinson  &,■  Price,  for  the  use  of  said  Company,  duf- 
fils,  at  the  rate  of  eight  Shillings  per  yard,  such  as  he 
bought  in  the  course  of  a  month  out  of  a  retail  shop  at  the 
rate  of  six  Shillings  and  six  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  and 
in  the  month  of  July  last,  of  Mr.  Hamilton  Young,  by 
wholesale,  at  the  rale  of  five  Shillings  and  six  Pence. 
That  Robinson  ^  Price  told  him  the  duffils  had  cost  them 
six  Shillings  and  six  Pence  per  yard." 

Colonel  Gilbert  Budd  and  Gilbert  Horton,  from  If'esi- 
chester  County,  attending  according  to  order,  were  called 
in  and  examined,  and  the  examination  of  Gilbert  Budd 
was  taken  in  writing  and  filed,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

"  Gilbert  Budd,  oi  Mamaroneck,  says  that  the  Tories 
are  getting  the  upper  hand  of,  and  threalcn  them  daily, 
and  have  injured  their  private  property  by  throwing  down 
stone  fences  and  cropping  his  horses'  tails  and  manes.  That 
Philip  Pinckney  told  him,  last  Sunday,  that  he  was  in 
company,  on  the  '^.5lh  October  last,  with  a  man  who  told 
liim  that  there  would  be  bad  times  in  Mamaroneck  before 
long,  and  said  that  some  of  the  peojileof  the  place  would  be 
taken  oiF;  that  he  (Pinckney)  asked  the  man  that  told  him, 
how  ihey  were  to  be  taken  off;  he  answered,  ihat  they  ex- 
pected a  tender  in  the  harbour  in  a  few  days,  and  that  she 
would  send  barges  on  shore,  in  order  to  carry  the  people 
off;  that  he  (Pinckney)  further  asked  the  man,  where  ihey 
were  to  be  carried  to  ;  he  answered,  to  Gcige.  Mr.  Budd 
told  Pinckney  that  Gage  was  not  there;  he  answered,  to 
Gage's  Army  ;  that  Pinckney  said  he  asked  the  man,  who 
the  men  were,  that  were  to  be  taken  off;  that  the  man  in- 
timated to  him,  that  ]Mr.  Gilbert  Budd  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Townsend  were  the  men  that  were  to  be  taken  off,  and 
that  there  was  another  that  they  would  have  at  all  events; 
that  Pinckney  told  Budd,  that  he  asked  the  man  who  the 
other  man  was,  that  was  to  be  taken  off;  that  the  man  an- 
swered him,  that  Judge  Thomas  was  the  man,  who  they 
would  have  if  it  cost  them  the  lives  of  fifty  men  ;  that 
Pinckney  told  the  said  Mr.  Budd,  that  there  was  a  num- 
ber of  his  (Budd's)  neighbours,  who  stood  ready  to  assist 
the  tender  in  order  to  take  them  ;  that  Mr.  Budd  asked 
Pinckney  if  he  knew  who  those  neighbours  were  ;  he  an- 
swered, that  one  of  them  was  IVilliam  Lounsberry,  and  one 
Isaac  Gedney,  Jun.,  and  all  iS'h^oji'^  men — alluding  to  some 
liired  servants  of  Sutton^  ;  that  Pinckney  said  he  came  aj 
a  friend,  and   advised   Mr.  Budd  to  keej)  out  of  the  way 


for  that  he  did  not  think  it  safe  for  him  to  sleep  in  his 
house  one  night.  Mr.  Budd  further  says,  that  he  heard 
that  Godfrey  Haines  said  that  he  was  going  to  get  a  par- 
cel of  oars  made  for  the  man-of-war;  that  Haines  came 
to  Mamaroneck,  and  that  ihe  next  day  Isaac  Gedney  set 
about  making  oars  ;  that  they  were  making  (as  Budd  un- 
derstood) by  Haines's  order,  for  Captain  Vandeput.  Mr. 
Budd  says  the  Tories  are  equipped  and  constantly  in  arms, 
walking  about  at  night,  six,  eight,  and  ten  at  a  time.  Mr. 
Budd  further  says,  that  it  is  reported  that  these  Tories  say 
they  are  determined  to  defend  themselves,  and  that  if  any 
body  came  to  their  houses  to  take  away  their  arms,  they 
would  fire  upon  them." 

A  charge  was  then  given  from  the  Chair,  to  keep  the 
whole  of  this  matter  a  secret. 

Thereupon,  a  draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of 
JVestchester  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Frovincial  Congress,  New-York,  Novunibcr  3,  1775. 

Gentlemkn:  We  received  a  letter  of  the  1st  instant, 
fiom  a  Sub-Commitlee  of  your  County,  relative  to  the 
conduct  of  the  people  of  Rye;  and  ilie  Congress  have 
directed  me  to  recommend  to  your  Committee,  to  make 
an  immediate  and  strict  inquiry  into  the  matters  to  which 
the  letter  refers,  and  to  lake  the  examinations,  on  oath,  of 
the  witnesses;  and  if  you  find  satisfactory  reasons  to  sup- 
|)ose  the  persons  threatened  to  be  in  danger,  that  you  take 
the  proper  means  to  protect  them.  Perhaps  the  binding 
over  to  the  peace  such  persons  as  may  be  strongly  sus- 
pected of  a  design  to  injure  the  persons  or  estates  of  those 
gentlemen,  may  be  a  useful  expedient.  If  any  thing  after- 
wards shall  he  thought  necessary  to  be  done  for  their  fur- 
ther protuclion,  the  Commillee  will  attend  to  it.  If  you 
should  find  the  County  unable  to  give  the  necessary  pro- 
tection, you  will  transmit  the  examinations  to  us,  that  ihe 
Congress  may  take  such  order  therein  as  may  be  proper. 
The  Committee  may  rest  assured  that  tliis  Congress  will 
support  the  friends  of  liberty  to  the  utmost  of  their  power. 

We  are.  Sir,  3'our  humble  servants. 
To  Gilbert  Drake,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ol' 

IVestchestcr  County. 

Mr.  Mclancton  Smith  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that 
that  part  of  ihe  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Westchester 
which  refers  them  to  the  Civil  Magistiate  be  struck  out. 

By  consent  of  the  Congress,  the  question  was  put  by 
rising,  and  carried  in  the  negative — Dr.  Graham,  Mr. 
Thomas,  Mr.  Stars,  and  Mr.  Melancton  Smith,  dissenting. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed, 
and  signed  by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Colonel  jMcDougall  informed  the  Congress,  that  on  re- 
ceipt of  the  Letters,  Examinations,  and  Resolve  or  recom- 
mendation of  the  Continental  Congress,  relating  to  Grant. 
of  Dutchess  County,  as  the  Congress  uas  not  sitting,  and 
not  a  probability  of  their  being  able  to  have  a  House  for 
some  days,  seveial  Members  who  assembled  were  of  opinion 
that  the  business  therein  mentioned  would  not  admit  of 
delay,  had  desired  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  and  himself  to 
take  proper  measures  to  have  the  said  Grant  secured,  and 
the  said  recommendations  carried  into  execution.  That 
thereupon  they  had  wrote  a  Letter,  of  which  they  delivered 
in  a  draught,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

••  New-York,  October  29,  1775. 

"Sin:  You  may  renicmber,  before  you  went  out  of 
Town,  that  the  tiaiisport  which  went  fiom  hence  some  time 
ago,  to  Boston,  was  cast  auay  al  Brigantine  Inlet,  in  Jer- 
sey, in  returning  to  this  place,  and  that  captain  and  crew, 
as  well  as  Captain  Campbell,  late  of  your  County,  with 
seveial  marines,  were  taken  prisoners  and  carried  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, where  they  were  examined  before  the  Commiitee 
of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  ;  whicii  examination  was  handed 
up  to  the  Continental  Congress,  from  which  the  enclosed 
extract  (No.  1)  is  made.  The  Congress,  in  consequence 
of  it,  wrote  ours  upon  the  subject,  an  extract  of  whicli  you 
have  herewith,  (marked  No.  2.)  Our  Congress  being 
adjourned  till  Tuesday  next,  and  it  being  uncertain  whether 
a  Congress  will  then  be  made,  a  number  of  the  Members 
convened,  and  opened  the  above  letter,  and,  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case,  advised  us  to  write  you  to  secure  the 
Mr.  Grant  nieniioned  in  the  examination,  and  all  suspicion? 
persons    about    Caplain    CampbclTs    house,    and    examint 
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them  touching  the  enlisting  men  for  tiie  IVIinisterial  Army, 
and  transmit  tlic  result  thereof  to  our  Coni^ress  by  express. 
As  we  understand  there  are  several  of  the  Grants  in  your 
Cotmty,  we  think  it  will  be  projjer  to  endeavour  to  desig- 
nate the  Grant  herein  mentioned  from  others  of  that  name, 
and  that  two  parties  should  be  sent  on  this  business — one 
to  Grant's,  and  the  other  to  CampbcWs  iiouse.  It  will 
prevent  suspicion  and  alarm,  if  they  appoint  a  place  of 
i-endezvons  near  each  of  those  houses,  and  not  go  in  bodies 
alung  the  road  for  some  distance  before  they  reach  the 
houses.  It  will  also  ensure  success,  if  those  parties,  when 
they  get  to  their  respective  places  of  rendezvous,  slop  all 
ihe  avenues  leading  to  those  houses,  and  prevent  any  per- 
son getting  to  them,  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  ol  the 
party.  Great  care  should  be  taken  that  no  rudeness  sliould 
be  offered  to  the  families  of  any  person  your  parly  sliali 
find  it  necessary  to  take. 

'•  We  submit  it  to  you,  and  the  friends  of  our  common 
cause,  to  determine  what  number  and  who  will  be  proper 
to  carry  the  intentions  of  the  Continental  Congress  into 
execution. 

"  We  are.  Sir,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  your  humble 
^'Mvants,  ^        »  Alkxandkk  ^MlDoioali., 

"  GiLIJKKT    ElVINGSTON'. 

■•  To  Zcjihaniah  Plait,  PoughJcccpsk." 

The  Congress  approved  of  their  proceedings,  and  con- 
firmed the  same. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  llie  defence- 
less state  of  the  Fortifications  on  the  banks  of  llmhoiis 
River,  in  the  Highlands.     Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  jMcDoiigall,  Captain  Grcnncll, 
and  Captain  Ltdyard,  with  their  Companies,  proceed  up 
to  the  said  Fortifications  immediately,  to  be  and  remain 
until  Matrosses  are  raised,  or  finther  orders. 

Thereupon,  a  draught  (jf  a  Letter  to  the  Continental 
Congress  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

In  I'roviiicial  (.'un-rcss.  New-York,  Novonibcr  3,  1775. 

Sir  :  As  the  fort  in  tlie  Highlands  is  at  present  in  a  de- 
i'enceless  state,  for  want  of  troops,  and  as  it  will  take  some 
time  to  raise  the  Company  of  iNIatrosses  directed  by  the 
Congress,  we  have  ordered  two  incomplete  Companies, 
now  here,  of  the  Continental  forces,  from  whifh  draughts 
iiave  been  made,  to  that  post,  until  lh(;  Couipany  of  Ala- 
trosses  is  raised. 

We   hope  this  step  will   meet  with   the  approbation  of 
♦^the  Congress;  and  are,  Sir,  your  liuiiihle  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Congress  : 
The  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  Certificate  of  Simov  Cook  and  Lewis  Iletaccrgiir, 
relurnina;  the  Officers  of  the  Second  Minute  Compnny  in 
Amcnia  I'recinct,  in  i)i(teAcsj' County,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  Oliicers  returned  are:  Roswcll  Kinne,  Captain; 
Judah  Burton,  First  Lieutenant;  E'/cnezcr  Carter,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Andrew  Shaw,  Ensign. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Conmiissions  to  those  Ofliccrs  issue  ; 
which  were  issued  accordingly. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock,  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Diu  Sibbali,  111  l;o.  A.  :i[.,  .\<,v)iili.i'  1,  177.7. 

Tlic  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.   l-*resent : 
Abniliam   Yates,  President. 

Mr.  llalhtl  produced  two  Bills  of  ExclKim^e,  drawn  on 
Colonel  Robinson,  one  of  three  hundred  and  lifiy  Dollars, 
and  the  other  of  one  hundred  and  five  Dollars,  and  a  Let- 
ter from  his  Agent  at  PensacoJa,  of  the  lOlli  September 
last,  informing  that  he  took  those  Bills  before  he  knew  of 
the  Resolve  (if  Congress  against  the  Bills  of  Military  Offi- 
cers, and  cannot  make  demand  for  those  Bills  until  tliey 
are  returned  protested.     Debates  arose  thereon. 

For  Jiaijmg  the  Bills.  A'^iiin.ft  jmi/imr  Ihe  Bills. 

:i  .\U);uiy,  2  Tryon,  2   Uutuhess. 

2  Queen's,  a  Kind's. 

2  Riclinion.l,  — 

4  New-York,         1,7 


Ordered,  That  the  Examinations  of  P.  T.  Cnrteuiv^ 
and  Thomas  Pearsall  be  delivered  to  the  Committee  of 
the  City  oi  New-York;  and  that  the  said  Committee  be 
requested  to  call  the  said  persons  before  them,  and  make 
]Moper  intjuiries  therein,  and  to  treat  all  siicii  persons  as 
they  find  offending  against  the  Continental  Resolves,  agree- 
able to  their  demerits. 

Ordered,  That  any  three  of  the  Auditors  audit  the  Ac- 
count of  i'.  H  .  Kicrs,  amountiiiL.'  to  tuenty-seven  Pounds 
eleven  Siiillings  and  two  Pence,  that  it  may  be  paid  l)y  the 
Treasurer. 

And  Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  wrote  to  Colonel  James 
Clinton,  covering  a  copy  of  this  Account,  and  requesting 
him  to  stop  the  pay  of  the  Deserters  therein  mentioned, 
and  retain  the  amount  thereof  out  of  the  pay  of  the  said 
Deserters,  to  enable  him  to  reimburse  the  same  to  this 
Congress,  their  Treasurer,  or  order. 

Thereupon,  a  draught  of  a  Ijcttcr  to  Colonel  .fames 
Clinton  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  KeH-York,  Novon.ber  4,  177.7. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  account  of  expenses  paid 
and  expended  for  apprehending  and  conve}ing  to  Albany 
thirteen  deserters,  belonging  to  Captain  Johnston's  Com- 
pany, of  your  Regiment.  The  Congress  request  that  you 
will  make  an  immediate  stoppage  in  their  pay,  to  reim- 
burse the  sum  paid  lor  that  service,  that  you  may  be 
enabled  to  account  to  the  Congress  for  the  same. 

We  are,  respectfully,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 
Colonel  Clinton. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  tl  ereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and,  together  with  a  certified  copy  of 
the  said  Account  and  the  above  Order,  be  transmitted. 

The  Affidavit  of  Francis  James,  of  this  day,  was  read 
and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Francis  .Tames  be  paid  for  one-half  of  the 
Pilot-Boat  ihe Ilamjiden,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds, 
and  for  one-half  of  the  wages  or  hire  of  the  said  boat,  and 
her  Mariners,  the  sum  of  forty-five  Poimds,  on  his  execu- 
ting a  proper  conveyance  for  one  moiety  of  the  boat,  and 
delivering  over  the  papers  relating  lo  the  said  boat  to  Mr, 
Jacobus  Fan  Zandt,  and  entering  into  covenants  to  IMi. 
J  an  Zandt,  that  if  any  money  should  be  allowed  for  the 
said  boat,  or  for  the  service  or  detention  of  the  said  boat, 
while  employed  in  His  Majesty's  service,  that  lie  will  pa\ 
a  moiety  thereof  to  .facobns  Van  Zandt,  and  also  a  cove- 
nant, that  if  it  shall  hereafier  appear  that  the  said  boat 
was  taken  by  collusion  or  any  deceit  of  the  master  oi 
owners,  or  either  of  them,  that  then  he  will  repay  the  said 
moneys  to  tiie  said  Jacobus  Tan  Zandt. 

And  Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  a  sufilcient  war- 
r;int  to  Peter  Fan  Bnigh  Livlmrston,  E'^q.,  as  Treasurei 
of  this  Congress,  to  pay  tlie  said  moneys. 

Ordered,  That  the  Pilots  of  thi.s  City  do  not  go  on 
board  of  any  Vessels  with  Troops  on  board  ;  but  that  any 
Pilot  who  may  discover  any  Vessel  with  Troops  on  board 
do  immediately  give  intelligence  thereof  to  this  Con- 
gress or  to  the  Connnittees  of  the  City  o[  Neiu-York,  and 
to  the  Inliabilants,  with  the  utmost  expedition  ;  and  that 
Mr.  Beekman  and  Mr.  Yates  be  a  Committee  to  give  di- 
rections to  the  Pilots  for  that  purpose,  and  direct  the  Pilet- 
to  keep  this  order  secret. 

Ilenrij  Glenn,  Esq.,  produced  to  this  Congress  the  Note 
ni  Abinham  Ten  Broeck,  Esq.,  dated  the  2d  o\'  June  last, 
to  yibraham  Fott,  Esq.,  or  his  order,  for  the  sum  of  seven 
hundred  Pounds,  with  a  receipt  eiidorseii  thereon  for  the 
whole  amount,  received  of  the  said  IFnryGlenn,  dated  this 
day,  and  signed  Andrew  Lnlt,  Deputy  Treasurer.  The 
said  Note  is  given  to  .Mr.  Glenn,  for  the  use  o(  Abraham 
Ten  Broeck. 

Christopher  Tappeii,  Esq.,  produced  to  this  Congress 
the  Note  of  Eu:berl  Dumond,  Esq,,  dated  the  l'2tl)V»/(/ 
last,  io  Abraham  Fott.  Esq,,  or  his  order,  for  four  hundred 
and  twenty-eictht  Pounds,  received  in  an  order  on  the  Ijoaii 
Olficers  of  t7.iarC'ounty,with  a  receipt  endorsed  thereon, 
signed  by  Andrew  Lott,  Deputy-Treasurer,  for  the  amount 
of  the  said  Note,  this  day  received  of  the  said  Christopher 
Titppcn.  The  said  Note  is  gi\en  to  Mr.  Tappen,  for  ilu' 
use  of  Eirbert  Dumond. 
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David  Clarkson,  Esq.,  produced  to  this  Cont;ress  his 
Note  to  Abraham  Lott,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  tliis  Colony, 
dated  the  2d  day  of  June  hist,  for  the  suu)  of  two  hundred 
Pounds,  borrowed  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  tliis  Con- 
gress, and  at  that  time  dehvered  to  Dirck  Swartz,  for  the 
pubh'clv  services,  in  removing  Cannon  and  Stores  from  Ticon- 
tleroga,  and  disbursements  attendinir  the  same.  Mr.  Clark- 
son  also  delivered  in  Swarl:'s  receipt  for  the  said  two  luin- 
ilred  Pounds,  dated  on  the  said  2d  day  o(  June  last,  which 
is  filed  with  the  Secretaries. 

A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Samuel Kirklaiid,  recommend- 
ing; an  Indian,  the  bearer  thereof,  for  money,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  returned  to  the  bearer, 
and  that  he  be  refei-red  to  the  CoiitineiUal  Commissioners 
for  Indian  Affairs. 

Captain  Hutchinson.  Ca|}tain  of  a  Company  of  Minute- 
Men  in  lirctntraw  Precinct,  uttcndin',;    at   the   door,  was 


admitted.  He  informed  that  he  had  formerly  taken  up 
three  Deserters  from  Ca\n--xm  Robert  Johnston  s  Company, 
who  were  not  then  sent  up  to  the  Regiment  because  they 
were  sick.  That  they  are  now  recovered  and  fit  for  duty, 
and  he  requests  to  be  directed  what  shall  be  done  with 
thein.  Captain  Hutchinson  was  directed  to  send  them  to 
the  new  Foiaifications  in  the  Highlands  as  soon  as  he  shall 
hear  that  any  Company  of  the  Continental  Troops  are 
there. 

Ordered,  That  a  proper  Shed  be  built  in  or  near  the 
Barracks  yard,  to  deposite  the  Artillery  of  the  Colony. 

And  it  is  also  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Anthony  Griffiths 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  a  Commissary,  to  purcha-e 
Stores  necessary  for  the  Cannon  of  the  two  Artillery  Com- 
panies, and  that  he  superintend  the  building  of  the  said 
Shed. 


au!)re;s3  of  tsif.  buh(;h  o;^-  Kiu-.vAr,nv. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Ma'^isirates,  and  Town  Council 
of  the  Bui'gh  o{  Kirkaldi/,\n  Common  Council  assembled, 
transmitted  to  the  Eaii  ofjV'(//b//v,  one  of  His  Majesty's 
piincijial  Secretaries  of  Stale,  and  presented  to  His  Majo.->ty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Etccllcnt  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the   Provost,   Magistrates,   and. 

Town  Council  of  the  Burgh  u/' KiiiK.vi.ijv,  in  Cjumhjn 

Council  assembled. 
]\lost  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We  beg  leave,  with  all  humility,  to  approach  your  throne, 
our  hearts  glowing  with  zeal  for  your  Majesty's  |ierson  and 
the  honour  of  Great  Britain. 

We  see,  with  the  utmost  concern,  the  conduct  of  your 
iViajesty's  subjects  ]n  America,  who,  encouiaged  by  daring 
and  factious  men  at  home,  have  proceeded  to  attempts  of 
the  most  criminal  nature,  and,  with  ingratitude  equal  to 
their  folly,  rebelled  against  }our  Majesty's  (iovermiient, 
and  that  State  to  whose  protection  they  owe  the  prosperity 
they  enjoy. 

We  trust  that  your  ALajesty.  in  your  wisdom,  will  lake 
the  most  effectual  measures  for  bringing  these  infatuated 
lieojile  to  a  true  sense  of  their  duty;  and  we  humbly  jire- 
sume  to  assure  your  Majesty  that  we  will  cheerfully  join 
your  other  fliithful  subjects  in  supporting  your  Majesty's 
authority  and  the  supremacy  of  ihe  British  Legislature. 

That  yoiu'  Majesty  may  long  enjoy  an  uninterrupted 
state  of  I'elicity,  and  reign  over  a  free  and  happy  people, 
is  the  united  and  ardent  wish  of,  may  it  please  your  Ma- 
jesty, your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Town  (.'ouncil  of  yom'  Burgh 
of  lurkaldy. 

Sii^ned  in  our  name,  and  by  our  appointment,  the  seal 
of  the  Burgh  being  affixed. 

Thomas  MacivIE,  Provost. 

Kirk.ajy,  Novcijibcr  1,  1775. 

ADBUESS   OF  TIIF,    BOROIIOH    OF   BllliNT-l  SI.AND. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Town  Coimcil 
of  the  Borough  oC  Burnt-Island,  in  Common  Council  as- 
sembled, transmitted  to  the  Earl  ni'  Suffolk,  one  of  His 
Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  presented  to 
His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eicellent  Majesty. 
The  humble   Address  of  the   Provost,  .Magistrates,   and 

Tuu-n    Council  of  the   Borough  of  Buisnt-Isla.vd,  in 

Common  Council  assembled. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjerts,  the 
Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Town  Council  of  your  Borough 
of  Burnt-Island,  humbly  presume  to  approach  your  Ma- 
jesty, acknowledging,  witli  gratitude,  the  many  blessings 
we  have  enjoyed  since  your  auspicious  accession  to  the 
throne  of  these  Kingdoms. 

Convinced,  by  our  own  happiness  under  your  Majesty's 
Government,  that  your  paternal  care  and  protection  has 
been  also  extended  to  the  whole  of  your  Dominions,  we 
view  with  astonishment  the  conduct  of  your  subjects  in 
Amtricii,  now  in  arms,  to  oppose  }  our  Maji.'bty's  authority 


and  the  legislative  power  of  the  British  Parliament.  We 
trust  that,  by  the  wisdom  of  your  Majesty's  Councils,  some 
speedy  and  effectual  means  will  be  devised  for  reducinu 
your  infatuated  subjects  to  due  obedience;  and  we  hope 
that  they  themselves  will  soon  perceive  how  much  thev 
have  been  deluded  by  the  artful  misrepresentations  of  fac- 
tious and  designing  men. 

Confident  tiiat  such  will  be  the  effects  of  your  Majesty's 
deliberations,  allow  us,  most  i;racious  Sovereign,  to  'in- 
crease the  number  of  loyal  subjects  who  have,  a^  this  time 
of  tumult,  expressed  their  warm  attachment  to  your  .Ma- 
jesty's person  and  family;  assuring  your  Majesty  that  we 
will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  join  in  supporting  your 
hiwfid  authority  against  all  attempts,  either  foreign  or  dc^- 
mesiick,  to  invade  your  Majesty's  rights,  or  those  of  the 
British  Legislature. 

That  your  Majesty's  reign  may  be  long  and  prosperous, 
over  a  free,  united,  and  grateful  people,  is  the  constant  wish 
and  prayer  of,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  your  Majesty's 
most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Provost,  Magistrates, 
and  Town  Council  of  your  Borough  of  Burnt-Lland. 

Signed  in  our  name,  and  by  om-  appointment,  the  com- 
mon seal  of  the  Boi'ough  being  hereto  affixed. 

Ja.mks  Tuv/nsknd  Oswald,  Provoa. 


AniiMf.ss    OK  TllR    iiOROUini    OF    ANNAN. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  iiorough  of  Annan,  presented  to  His  Majestv 
by  llilliani  ZJo,7if/(/s,  Esq.,  their  Representative  in  Parli.i- 
nient. 

To  the  King's  I\lost  Eicellent  Majesty. 
The  humble   Address   of  the   Provost,   Magistrates,   icnii 

Common  Council  of  the  Borough  o/"  Annan. 
3!ost  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Pro- 
vost, Magistrates,  and  Common  Comicil  of  the  Borougi: 
o(  Annan,  behold  with  abhori'ence  the  ungrateful  conduct 
of  your  Majesty's  American  Colonies,  who  ai-e  aiming  tv 
throw  off  their  dependance  on  the  Mother  Countrv. 

We  humbly  request  your  Majesty's  most  gracious  ac- 
ceptance of  this  testimony  of  our  alFection  and  attachment 
to  your  Majesty's  pi.'rson,  family,  and  Government,  and 
pray  that  such  measures  may  be  pursued,  by  the  wisdom 
of  your  Majesty  and  \our  Parliament,  as  may  most  effect- 
ually restore  and  support  obedience  to  the  laws. 

That  your  Majesty  may  long  reign  over  a  free  and  haj)j!\- 
people,  and  transmit  your  extensive  Dominions,  undivided, 
to  your  ro)al  issue,  to  latest  posterity,  is  the  ardent  wish 
of,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  your  Majesty's  most  du- 
tiful and  loyal  subjects,  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Com- 
mon Council  of  tiie  Boiough  of  Anna '. 

Gi;ojii:iE  Habdif.,  Provost. 

ADDKESS   of  the   BOKOLTGH    OF    PERTH. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Town  Coiuici' 
of  ihn  lloval  I'.onnrjh  n(  Perth,  in  Coimnon  Council  as. 
semijlud,  tVan.HniULiI    to   the    Laii  ol  Snjfolk,  one  o:    ti;; 
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Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and   presented  to 
His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Ecctlhnt  Majestij. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  diilifui  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Provost,  Mai^ist'rates,  and  Town  Council  of  your  royal 
Borough  of  jPer^A,  in  Common  Council  assembled,  under 
no  influence  but  the  dictates  of  our  own  loyalty  and  afiec- 
tion,  be!5  leave  to  approach  your  royal  presence,  and  to 
declare  our  abhorrence  of  the  rebellion  in  your  American 
Colonies,  excited  by  designing  men,  and,  we  are  sorry  to 
add,  encouraged  by  too  many  at  home,  against  iheir  most 
indulgent  Sovereign  and  the  supreme  Legislature  of  the 
British  Empire,  under  whose  protection  our  liberties,  both 
religious  and  civil,  have  long  been  uninterruptedly  enjoyed, 
and  can  only  in  future  subsist. 

With  hearts  full  of  gratitude  for  these  blessings,  we  arc 
ready,  on  every  occasion,  to  assist  your  Majesty,  to  the  ut- 
most of  our  power,  in  subjecting  your  rebellious  subjects 
to  the  obedience  they  owe  their  lawful  Sovereign  and  both 
Houses  of  Parliament ;  and  we  pray  that  Almighty  God 
may  long  preserve  your  Majesty,  and  direct  your  Councils 
to  maintain  our  happy  Constitution,  and  defeat  the  trai- 
torous machinations  of  all  your  enemies,  foreign  and  do- 
mestick,  designed  against  your  sacred  |)erson  and  Govern- 


Captain  Coit  set  sail  again  yesterday,  but  unluckily  run 
aground  again  ;  but  hope  to  get  him  off  this  evening,  to  sail 
with  Captain  iVio;i/i/,  who  put  in  here  to-day.  There  are 
ten  carriage  and  ten  swivel  guns  for  this  vessel,  so  you  will 
send  cartridges  accordingly;  also,  some  loose  powder,  for 
priming,  &,c. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  Captain  Coit's  schooner  has 
got  oft',  and  will  sail  in  the  morning.  Mr.  Houland,  the 
master  of  Martindalt's  vessid,  would  be  glad  to  have  a  com- 
mission or  warrant,  and  desires  to  know  the  terms  he  goes 


Signed  in  our  name  and   presence,  and  by  our  apponit 
ment^  at  Perth,  the  1st  of  November,  1775,  by 


ana   pr 

of  Noi 
Alexander  Simson,  Provost. 


I  am  your  humble  servant, 
To  Colonel  Reed. 


Ephraim  Bowen. 


STEPHEN  MOYI.AN  TO  COLONEI,  JOSHUA  WENTWORTH. 
Heail.Quaitcrs,  NovemlKT  1,  1775. 

Sir:  1  arrived  here  last  evening,  and  informed  his  Ex- 
cellency of  your  attention  and  assistance  in  negotiating  the 
transportation  of  the  ftour  from  your  port  to  Ipswich  and 
Salem.  1  have  it  in  command  from  the  General  to  return 
vou  his  thanks,  and  at  the  same  time  to  enclose  you  his 
insiruclions  to  the  agents  appointed  for  the  armed  vessels 
now  fitted  out,  or  which  hereafter  may  be  fitted  out,  for 
the  publick  service.  1  doubt  not  you  will  pay  proper  atten- 
tion to  them,  and  to  any  further  instructions  you  may  here- 
after receive  from  Head-Quarters.  You  have  also  enclosed 
the  lists  of  provisions  necessary  to  be  laid  in  for  one  month, 
for  fifty  men,  which  is  the  complement  for  the  schooner 
fitted  out  to  cruise  on  the  coast.  Those  that  are  gone  out 
to  sea  have  seventy-five  men.  Your  situation  is  such  that, 
except  a  cruiser  takes  a  prize,  I  don't  apjirehend  you  will 
have  many  visits  from  them  ;  therefore,  1  am  of  opinion 
that  a  few  barrels  of  beef,  and  a  few  of  pork,  with  some 
bread,  will  be  sufficient  for  you  to  lay  in  at  present.  Per- 
haps his  Excellency  may  hereafter  think  proper  to  appoint 
a  particular  vessel  for  your  port.  Then  it  will  be  necessary 
for  you  to  provide  the  other  articles  mentioned  in  the  list. 
1  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Stei'hen  Moylan. 
To  Colonel /o,s7mm  Jt'cntworth,  Agent,  Portsmouth. 

ephraim    noWK.V  TO   COEO.NEI,    REED. 

riyiiioutli,  Novrmbi-  1.  177:.. 

Honoured  Sir:  I  wrote  yon  on  Sundaij  last  from  Ihix- 
tol,  wherein  I  gave  you  an  account  of  my  |)roeeediiig<, 
which  I  hope  was  agreeable, as  1  matle  all  possible  despatch. 
I  waited  at  Taunton  until  Tuesday  noon,  when  the  guns 
arrived.  I  immediately  procured  carts,  saw  them  loaded, 
and  proceeded  to  this  place,  where  I  arrived  this  morning, 
and  the  cannon,  &c.,  afternoon.  I  have  sent,  per  the 
bearer,  the  formers  for  the  cartridges  ;  also,  the  commission, 
which  Captain  IVormweU  declines  taking,  as  Captnin  Mnr- 
tindale  has  engaged  his  First  Lieutenant,  and  IVormvell 
does  not  choose  to  go  Second;  so  you  will  plea-e  to  appoint 
a  Seconil  Lieutenant  in  his  stead.  Ca|)iain  Martimlalc 
says  be  wants  two  bolts  of  licklenburgh  or  osnaburghs,  for 
topsails,  &ic.,  which  he  desires  you  will  send  immediately; 
also,  the  men,  as  he  can  find  employment  for  the  most  of 
them,  and  thinks  he  ought  not  to  have  less  than  eighty. 
There  is  much  more  to  be  done  to  this  vessel  than  1  ex- 
pected, and  Captain  Martindalc  seems  to  be  determined  to 
have  nothing  wanting  ;  so  that  I  fear  the  expense  of  fitting 
the  vessel  will  not  be  very  agreeable  to  the  General. 


COLONEL  ARNOLD  TO  JOHN  MANIR. 

Sartiifun,  November  1,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  As  I  make  no  doubt  of  your  being  hearty 
in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  your  Country,  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  inform  you  that  1  have  just  arrived  here,  with  a 
large  detachment  from  the  American  Army.  I  have  several 
times,  on  my  march,  wrote  you  by  the  lndia7is,  some  of 
whom  have  returned  and  brought  no  answer.  1  am  appre- 
hensive they  have   betrayed   me.     This  will  be  delivered 

you  by ,  on  whose  secrecy  you  may  de- 

l)end.  I  beg  the  favour  of  you,  on  receipt  of  this,  to  write 
me,  by  the  bearer,  the  number  of  troops  in  (^uebcck  and 
Montreal ;  how  the  French  inhabitants  stand  aff'ected  ;  if 
any  ships  of  war  are  at  Qucbeck,  and  any  other  intelligence 
you  may  judge  necessary  for  me  to  know.  1  find  the  in- 
habitants very  friendly  this  way,  and  make  no  doubt  they 
are  the  same  with  you.  I  hope  to  see  you  in  (^uebeck  in 
a  few  days.  In  the  mean  time,  I  should  take  it  as  a  par- 
ticular favour  if  some  one  or  two  of  my  friends  would  meet 
me  on  the  road,  and  that  you  would  let  me  know  if  the 
enemy  are  apprized  of  our  coming;  also,  the  situation  that 
CJeneral  Schuyler  is  in. 

Your  compliance  will  much  oblige,  dear  Sir,  your  friend 
and  humble  servant,  j,^  ^^^^.^^^_ 


address    of  THE     HlfiH    SHERIFF,    ETC.,  OF    THE     C0l:NT\ 
OF    SOUTHAMPTON. 

Address  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  High  SheritT,  Knights 
of  the  Shire,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Gentlemen,  Clergy, 
and  others.  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Southampton. 
presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Goodyer  St.  John,  Esquire. 
High  Sheriff  of  the  said  County. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
31ost  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  faithfid  and  loyal  subjects,  tlie 
Lord  Lieutenant,  High  SherifT,  Knights  of  the  Shire,  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace,  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  others.  Free- 
holders of  your  County  of  Southamjiton,  beg  leave  to  ap- 
proach your  Majesty,  to  express  our  firm  and  unfeignetl 
attachment  to  your  sacred  person  and  Government. 

We  acknowledge,  with  the  utmost  gratitude,  the  very 
many  blessings  which  yonr  people  have  enjoyed  undei 
your  Majesty's  mild  and  auspicious  reign,  and  we  beholrl. 
with  an  equal  degree  of  concern  and  abhorrence,  the  repose 
of  the  State  disturbed  by  a  part  of  your  American  subjects, 
who  have  been  led,  by  a  spirit  of  delusion  and  sedition, 
into  such  violent  proceedings  against  ihe  legislative  autho- 
rity of  this  Country,  as  are  no  less  repugnant  to  their  duly 
and  allegiance,  than  subversive  of  their  own  interest  and 
the  general  weal  of  ihis  great  and  extensive  Empire. 

VVe  assure  your  Majesty  that  w^e  will,  with  our  lives  and 
fortunes,  support  you  in  establishing  and  maintaining  the 
authority  of  the  legislation  of  this  Country  over  every  part 
of  the  British  Dominions  ;  and  we  most  ardently  wish  that. 
by  the  wisdom  and  vigour  of  your  Majesty's  councils  and 
mea^^ures,  the  present  unnatural  rebellion  may  soon  be 
suppressed,  and  that  general  and  permanent  tranquillity 
may  be  restored  to  your  Majesty's  people  and  Governmeni. 

Castle  of  Wincliestor,  Novun.ber  2,  1775. 


ADDRESS   OK  THE    CITY  OF   CHESTER. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,   Aldermen,  Sheriffs, 
and  Common  Council  of  the  City  o[  Chester,  presented  to 
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His  Majesty  by  Thomas  Grosvenor,  Esquire,  one  of  their 
Represenlatives  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  iMust  EictUent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  subjects,  tlie  Mayor, 
Recorder,  Aldermen,  Sheriffs,  and  Common  Council  of 
your  ancient  and  loyal  City  of  Chester,  seeing,  with  deep 
concern,  that  those  conciliatory  measures  tendered  by  your 
Majesty's  benignity,  with  the  approbation  of  the  great 
Council  of  the  Nation  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  to 
your  rebellious  Colonies  in  America,  have  not  only  failed 
to  bring  them  back  to  their  duty,  and  to  acknowledge  the 
supreme  power  of  the  British  Parliament  over  them,  but 
that,  encouraged  by  the  daily  publications  of  factious  sub- 
jects at  home,  in  their  favour,  they  have  denied  that  power, 
and  made  such  warlike  preparations  to  resist  all  attempts 
to  enforce  it,  as  plainly  show  they  aim  at  independency, 
and  to  bid  defiance  to  that  power  which  first  raised  and 
hath  since  supported  them — cannot  help,  therefore,  declar- 
ing our  abhorrence  of  proceedings  so  subversive  of  all  order 
and  good  government. 

We  are  convinced,  from  the  experienced  clemency  of 
your  Majesty's  Government,  that  (your  Parliament  being 
now  assembled)  if  any  other  measures  than  those  already 
offered,  consistent  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  your 
Majesty's  crown  and  Parliament,  can  even  yet  be  suggest- 
ed to  heal  the  wound  given  by  the  ^merjcrt/i  rebellion  to 
the  iJri^isA  Constitution,  your  tenderness  and  affection  for 
all  your  subjects  will  permit  them  to  be  held  forth  lo  Ame- 
rica, to  close  that  scene  of  blood,  which,  from  fatal  neces- 
sity, will  follow  the  refusal  of  the  American  Provinces  to 
return  to  their  obedience. 

We  entirely  approve  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  for  as- 
suring your  Majesty  of  their  firm  resolution  to  grant  you 
all  such  supplies  as,  with  the  assistance  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, may  enable  you  to  enforce  that  duty  and  allegiance 
which  mild  and  gracious  offers  have  failed  to  obtain,  and 
to  which  we  declare  we  will,  with  all  cheerfulness,  con- 
tribute, till  the  right  and  authority  of  Great  Britain, 
over  her  Colonies,  shall  be  settled  on  a  solid  and  lasting 
basis. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  this  second  day  of  Ao- 
vember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five. 

Thomas  Griffith,  Mayor. 


REPORT  OF  GUNNING  liF.DFOKD,  DEPUTY  MUSTER-MASTER 
GENERAL  OF  THE  NEW-YORK  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
OF  THE   UNITED    COLONIES. 

Philadelphia,  November  0,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir  :  1  made  the  best  of  my  way  forward, 
according  to  your  Honour's  direction,  to  General  Schuyler, 
When  I  arrived  at  Head-Quarters,  {Ticondcroga,)  1  re- 
ceived orders  from  his  Excellency  the  General,  to  muster 
the  troops  under  his  conmiand.  The  Connecticut  troops 
would  not  suffer  me  to  muster  them,  for  reasons  mentioned 
lo  your  Honour  in  my  letter  of  the  31st  August,  and  sig- 
nified to  the  Congress  by  General  Schuyler  himself. 

Of  the  iVew-lorA- troops,  I  mustered  nine  Companies 
of  the  First  Regiment,  the  whole  of  the  Second  Regiment, 
the  whole  of  the  Third  Regiment,  and  nine  Companies  of 
the  Fourth  Regiment.  The  remaining  Company  of  the 
First  Regiment  I  met  on  the  North  River,  on  my  way  from 
Albany  to  New- York;  the  remaining  Company  of  the 
Fourth  Regiment  I  left  at  Isle-aux-Noir,  when  I  was 
ordered  to  return   to  Ticonderoga. 

I  mustered  one  Company  of  the  Regiment  of  Green 
Mountain  Boys :  the  remainder  of  them  passed  nie  on 
Lake  Champlain,  as  did  the  five  Companies  o( Neu'-Ilamp- 
sliire  troops,  commanded  by  Colonel  Bedel. 

In  order  that  those  Companies  which  had  escaped  me 
should  not  pass  unmustered.  General  Schuyler  thought 
proper  that  1  should  appoint  an  Assistant  Deputy  Muster- 
Master.  I  have  accordingly  appointed  John  McPherson, 
Esq.,  to  that  ofHce.  I  then  received  orders  from  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Schuyler  lo  come  to  the  southward,  mus- 
ter those  troops  which  had  not  then  gone  forward,  and 
make  my  report  to  the  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress.    I  have  now  done  accordingly,  and  hope  my  coii- 
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duct  may  meet  with  their  and   your  Honour's   approba- 
tion. Q    Bedford,  Dep.  Muster-Master  General. 
To  the  Hon.  .hhn  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Ho- 
nourable the  Continental  Conjrress. 


SOLOMON   PHELPS  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Cumbei-land  County,  New-York,  Novemhor  2,  1775. 

May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  Honour:  I  find  the  honourable 
Provincial  Congress  for  our  Colony  of  Neiv-York  have 
resolved  that  said  Congress  shall  be  dissolved  on  the  14tli 
day  of  this  instant,  and  that  there  shall  be  a  new  election 
of  Representatives  through  the  Colony.  This  intelligence 
we  have  in  Holt's  paper,  of  October  19th,  ult.  I  have 
showed  the  said  paper  to  some  of  the  Conmiittee  of  Safety 
for  this  County.  They  think  the  County  ought  to  have 
some  further  intelligence  from  Neiv-York,  before  they 
proceed  to  order  an  election,  as  is  recommended  in  the 
aboveinentioned  paper.  I  have  told  them  that  it  is  my 
opinion  that  the  above  intelligence  is  sufficient.  Our 
Delegate,  Major  fVilliams,  has  wrote  us  nothing  concerning 
the  same. 

I,  as  one  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  County, 
should  take  it  as  a  great  favour,  if  the  County  might  have 
some  further  intelligence,  to  satisfy  those  gentlemen  who 
object,  that  the  said  intelligence  is  not  suflicient.  If  the 
Secretary,  or  any  other  gentleman  belonging  to  the  Con- 
gress, would  send  us  a  letter,  concerning  a  new  choice  of 
Representatives,  I  should  be  exceedingly  obliged  to  them 
for  the  same.  The  people  in  general,  among  us,  want  to 
choose  new  members,  and  are  always  ready  to  adhere 
strictly  to  the  resolves  of  the  honourable  the  Provincial 
Congress,  if  they  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  the  same. 

Mr.  Moses  Allen,  the  post,  rides  from  Hartford  (Con- 
necticut) to  Northjield,  weekly,  and  brings  some  New- 
York  papers  with  him.  The  honourable  Congress,  sending 
us  word  in  regard  to  the  above  particular,  would  much 
oblige  the  County,  and  particularly  your  Honour's  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  g^^^^,^.^  Fn^^v,. 

The  Honourable  President  Livingston. 


CONNECTICUT    COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY. 

Tliursday,  November  2,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety, 
Present :  His  Honour  the  Governour,  Honourable  Depu- 
ty Governour  Griswold,  Jabez  Huntington,  Samuel  Hun- 
tington, William  fVilliams,  Nathaniel  Wales,  Jedediah 
Eldcrkin,  Joshua  West,  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esqwres. 

A  motion  by  Doctor  .Tohn  Waldo,  of  Coventry,  (and 
recommended  by  Colonel  Jedediah  Huntington,  &c.)  Im- 
proved two  months,  from  14th  August  to  14th  October 
last,  as  a  Doctor,  chiefly  in  said  Colonel  Huntington's  Re- 
giment, when  they  were  very  sick,  and  both  the  Surgeons' 
Mates  also  sick,  and  that  he  has  expended  six  Pounds  in 
said  service,  for  subsistence,  &c.,  and  horse  ;  and  moving 
for  an  allowance,  fee;  and,  on  consideration,  this  Board  do 
allow  said  Doctor  Waldo  the  sum  of  thirteen  Pounds, 
which  is  four  Pounds  per  month,  and  five  Pounds  for  said 
expenses,  and  that  an  order  be  drawn  accordingly.  And 
an  order  was  drawn  accordingly,  and  delivered  him. 

T'otcd,  also.  An  order  on  the  Pay-Table,  in  favour  of 
Mr.  David  Trumbull,  for  one  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  im- 
proved for  fixing,  stocking,  and  repairing,  &c.,  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  Gun-Barrels  sent  from  Crown  Point 
for  the  use  of  the  Colony  ;  said  sum  to  be  improved  for 
that  purpose,  and  to  account  for  in  manner  and  for  the  use 
aforesaid.  And  he  having  already  expended  fifty-nine 
Pounds  in  said  service,  drew  an  order  accordingly. 

The  Brigantine  3/«(fn!rt,  an  Armed  Vessel  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  Colony,  commanded  by  Captain  Giles  Hall, 
having  been  lately  ordered  by  this  Board  on  a  cruise  to 
the  Northward,  on  an  important  enterprise,  for  the  defence 
and  safety  of  this  Colony,  and  the  hands  on  board  having 
neglected  and  refused  to  obey  said  orders,  said  Captain 
Hall  and  Lieutenant  Phillips,  of  said  brig,  being  notified,, 
were  present  to  be  inquired  of  in  the  premises;  and  being 
examined,  &ic.,  it  appears  that  all  the  hands,  or  Soldier} 
and  Marines  on  board,  except  about  ten  or  twelve,  being 
duly  noticed  by  said  orders,  utterly  declined  and  refused  lo 
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obey  the  same,  and  perform  said  cruise,  which,  through 
their  disobedience  has  wholly  failed,  &ic. 

It  is  thereupon  considered  and  resolved  by  this  Board, 
that  all  said  hands,  who  were  guilty  of  such  disobedience, 
be  forllnvith  dismissed  and  discharged  from  the  service  of 
this  Colony  on  hoard  said  Brig,  in  manner  and  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Committee  liereafier  appointed;  and  that 
their  wages,  and  title  to  receive  any  for  former  services  on 
board  the  same,  be  suspended  for  further  consideration. 

And  this  Board  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Deputy  Go- 
vernour  Griswold,  Samuel  Huntington,  and  Benjamin 
Huntington,  Esqs.,  a  Committee,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to 
repair  to  Lyme  or  Saybrook,  or  where  it  shall  be  necessary, 
to  make  such  further  inquiry  as  they  shall  think  proper 
into  the  matters  aforesaid,  and  to  dismiss  and  discharge 
said  disorderly  and  disobedient  hands,  as  aforesaid  ;  and  to 
direct,  authorize,  and  empower  said  Capt.  Hall  to  enlist  and 
retain  other  men,  so  many  as  they  shall  think  proper,  instead 
of  the  men  so  discharged,  for  such  term  as  shall,  by  the 
General  Assembly,  or  the  Governour  and  this  Committee, 
be  judged  necessary,  and  until  discharged  or  duly  dismissed. 

Moved  by  his  Honour,  That  he  expects  an  Engineer 
from  General  H'ashington,  to  view  the  circumstances  of  tlie 
Harbour,  &c.,  at  Aeiv-London  and  neighbouring  places, 
and  consider  of  the  most  proper  places  and  manner  of  for- 
tifying the  same  against  our  enemies,  &ic.,  according  to 
Act  of  Assembly,  and  that  some  proper  persons  may  be 
appointed  to  be  with  and  assist  him,  &ic.  ;  and  thereupon 
this  Board  do  appoint  Colonel  Elderkin,  and  also  Major 
Dorr,  oi  Boston,  now  residing  at  Norwich,  to  attend  and 
assist  in  said  service,  and  make  report. 

His  Honour  also  moved  for  advice  about  recommending 
Mr.  Moses  Cleveland  to  General  fVashington,  for  an  offi- 
cer, &ic.  And  the  matter  is  referred  to  his  Honour's  dis- 
cretion.     And  the  meeting  dismissed. 

Frid.iy,  November  3,  ITT.^i. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour,  he,  called  specially 
on  the  receipt  of  a  Letter  and  request  from  the  Town  and 
Committee  o(  New- Haven,  received  the  2d  inst.,  evening, 
per  Mr.  Br.bcock,  requesting  sundry  things  to  be  done, 
made  and  provided  for  their  safety,  occasioned  by  the 
alarming  news  of  orders  to  destroy  all  the  sea-port  Towns, 
he.  Present,  the  same  gentlemen  as  yesterday. 

On  consideration  of  the  motion  and  request  of  the  Town 
and  Committee  of  New-Haven,  requesting  sundry  things 
for  their  defence  and  safety,  as  per  their  Letter  signed 
IVitliam  Grenough,  Chairman,  received  by  hand  of  Mr. 
Babcock,  and  he  being  fully  heard  on  the  subject-matter 
therein  contained,  and  the  matters  specially  referred  to 
iiim  by  said  Town,  this  Board  do  Resolve,  and  Order, 
That  twenty  men  be  enlisted  by  Captain  Thompson,  in 
addition  to  the  thirty  raised  and  continued  there  by  order 
of  the  General  Assembly  at  their  last  session,  mitil  the 
1st  of  December  \\e\i,  and  under  the  same  regulations  ;  and 
that  the  whole  of  said  men  be  kept  and  employed,  under 
the  command  of  the  said  Captain  Thomj)son,  in  building 
and  erecting  a  proper  Breastwork  and  Battery  for  defence 
and  security  against  any  hostile  attack  from  any  of  the 
Ministerial  Ships,  &c.,  at  a  place  called  Black  Bock,  on 
the  eastern  shore  of  the  hari)our  or  channel  leading  up 
to  said  New-Haven,  said  works  to  be  constructed  under 
the  directions  of  a  Committee  to  be  appointed  for  that 
purpose  by  said  Tcnvn. 

Voted  and  Resolved,  also,  That  his  Honour  the  Go- 
vernour be  desired  to  write  to  the  honourable  Conmiittee 
of  the  City  o(  New- York,  requesting,  for  and  in  favour  of 
the  Town  or  Selectmen  of  New-Haven,  for  the  use  of  said 
Town,  the  loan  of  eighteen  |)ieces  of  Iron  Cannon,  of  the 
size  and  dimensions  of  eighteen  and  twenty-four  Pounders, 
or  some  of  less  size,  viz:  of  twelve,  if  the  others  cannot 
be  obtained,  to  be  at  the  risk  of  this  Colony,  if  lost  or  spoiled 
by  inevitable  ])rovidence,  and  without  the  fault  of  the  con- 
cerned, otherwise  at  the  risk  of  said  Town  ;  that  is  to  say, 
if  the  same  can  be  spared  from  New-  York,  consistent  with 
their  own  safety. 

Voted,  also.  That  an  order  be  given  by  his  Honour,  for 
the  Selectmen  of  jVei('-//(/Pcn  to  receive  one  hundred  of 
the  Colony  Arms,  made  agreeable  to  the  Act  of  Assembly, 
in  the  Counties  of  New-Haven  ot Litchfield,  lo  be  in)proved 
at  present  for  the  defence  and  safety  of  said  Town,  and 


returned  or  disposed,  according  to  the  order  of  said  As- 
sembly or  this  Council. 

And  as  to  the  other  matters  requested  by  said  Town, 
this  Council  are  of  opinion  they  ought  to  be  refeired  to  tlje 
honourable  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony.   Copy  given. 

Letters  were  now  received  by  the  Governour,  contain- 
ing accounts  that  the  Fennites  from  about  the  West  Bianch 
of  the  Susquehannah,  were  about  lo  come  armed,  (about 
five  hundred,)  to  cut  and  drive  off  the  Connecticut  Settlers 
from  IVijoming,  he.  The  matter  discoursed,  and  consi- 
dered as  having  a  most  dangerous  tendency,  &ic.,  to  break 
the  union  of  the  Colonies,  &,c.,and  probably  the  plan  con- 
certed by  enemies  with  that  view.  And  the  Governour 
desired  to  write  Congress,  &,c.,  about  the  matter,  and  en- 
deavour to  have  the  matter  healed,  and  each  side  reinain 
quiet  in  their  own  limits,  &ic.,  he. 

A  Letter  prepared  and  ajjproved  to  the  Committee  at 
Hartford,  appointed  to  lake  care  of  Prisoners,  inlbriuing 
them  of  those  coming  from  Chambly,  he,  and  advising 
them  to  distribute  them  in  several  Towns  in  Litchfield 
County,  in  Canaan,  Salisbury,  Sharon,  he,  keeping  fami- 
lies together,  &c. 

On  motion  by  the  Governour,  at  the  request  o(  Leonard 
Dassau,  (who  is  waiting,)  Agreed,  That  he  may  have 
liberty  to  purchase  a  vessel  in  this  Colony,  to  transport  a 
cargo  of  Lumber  into  the  French  fl'cst- Indies,  for  which 
he  had  liberty  from  the  last  General  Assembly. 

And  sundry  Letters  pre|)ared,  he,  and  this  meeting 
was  dismissed. 

GENERAL   WASHINGTON  TO   CONTINENTAL   CONGRESS. 
[Read  November  13,  1775.] 

Cambridge,  Novembers,  177.i. 

Sm  :  I  could  not  suffer  Mr.  Randolph  to  quit  this  camp 
without  bearing  some  testimony  of  my  duty  to  the  Con- 
gress, although  his  sudden  departure  (occasioned  by  the 
death  of  his  worthy  relative,  wiiose  loss,  as  a  good  citizen 
and  valuable  member  of  society,  is  much  lo  be  regretted) 
does  not  allow  me  time  to  be  particular.  The  enclosed 
return  shows  at  one  view  what  reliance  we  have  u]ion  the 
officers  of  this  Army,  and  how  deficient  we  are  like  to  be 
in  subaltern  officers.  A  few  days  more  will  enable  me  to 
inform  the  Congress  what  they  have  to  expect  from  the 
soldiery,  as  1  shall  issue  recruiting  orders  for  this  purpose 
so  soon  as  the  officers  are  appointed,  which  will  be  done 
this  day,  having  sent  for  the  General  Officers  to  consult 
them  in  the  choice.  1  must  beg  leave  to  recall  the  atten- 
tion of  ihe  Congress  to  the  ap|)ointment  of  a  Brigadier- 
General,  an  officer  as  necessary  to  a  Brigade  as  a  Colonel 
is  to  a  Regiment,  and  will  be  exceedingly  warned  in  the 
new  arrangement.  The  Proclamations  and  Association, 
herewith  enclosed,  [folio  1216,]  came  to  my  hand  on 
Monday  last.  1  thought  it  my  duty  lo  send  them  to  you. 
Nothing  of  moment  has  happened  since  my  last. 

With  respectful  compliments  to  the  members  of  Con- 
gress,  I  have  the   honour  lo  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant,  ,,  ,.r 

'  George  Washington. 

The  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esij. 

colonel   parsons   TO  GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Ro.xbury  Camp,  October  23,  1775. 
Pursuant  to  your  Excellency's  direction,  I  have  directed 
the  commanding  oliicers  of  the  Companies  under  my  com- 
mand to  ascertain  the  number  of  officers  and  soldiers  in 
their  respective  Companies,  who  are  willing  to  extend  the 
term  of  their  enlistment  to  the  first  day  oi'  January  next. 
By  their  returns  I  find  there  are  two  hundred  and  twenty 
non-commissioned  oliicers  and  soldiers  who  are  willing  to 
serve  till  that  time,  on  condition  they  can  have  a  reason- 
able time  granted  them  lo  go  home,  and  prepare  their  win- 
ter clothing,  without  which  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  detain 
many  beyond  their  present  engagement.  I  imagine  the 
greater  part  of  the  Regiment  will  stay  till  that  time,  if  at 
the  expiration  of  their  present  enlistments  there  should  be 
an  apparent  necessity  for  detaining  them.  Twenty-five  of 
the  commissioned  officers  are  willing  to  remain  in  service 
till  lluit  time.      From  30ur  most  obedient  hunible  servant, 

SaMI    EL    11.    PAltbO.VS. 

To  His  Exceilcucy  General  H  ashingion. 
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COLONEL  STOHRS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  October  23,  1775. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  In  compliance  with 
your  Excellency's  request  of  the  20th  of  this  instant,  I 
have  conferred  with  the  several  officers  of  this  Regiment, 
laid  your  Excellency's  letter  before  them  for  their  consi- 
deration. They  unanimously  conclude  to  tarry,  should  the 
service  require  it,  to  the  time  mentioned  by  your  Excel- 
lency. The  officers  absent  are.  Major  Johnston,  Captain 
Clark,  Lieutenant  Filch,  Lieutenant  Robtrson,  and  Lieu- 
tenant ll'iiterinan,  with  whose  minds  I  am  not  acquainted. 

I  requested  of  the  officers  present  to  confer  with  their 
men,  and  retain  the  names,  to-day,  of  those  wlio  were 
willing  to  tarry  until  the  first  of  Jnnnnry  next ;  but  they 
reported  there  was  not  any  who  would  give  in  their  names 
to  tarry.  Complained  that  in  case  they  clothed  themselves 
to  tarry  until  that  time,  the  cost  would  be  the  same  as 
through  the  winter;  that  they  were  generally  of  the  opin- 
ion, that  were  there  now  enlisting  orders,  and  the  promise 
of  a  furlough  for  a  short  time,  that  about  two-thirds  would 
enlist  for  the  winter. 

They  say  their  men  do  not  absolutely  decline  tarrying, 
agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  request,  but  are  not  willing 
to  subscribe  that.  I  think  there  is  noi  much  dependance 
on  them  after  the  term  of  their  enli=:tment  is  expired. 
Believe  (in  case  it  is  proper  for  me  to  ofler  my  sentiments) 
that  in  case  there  were  immediate  orders  for  enlisting,  that 
the  bigger  part  of  them  would  enlist  for  the  winter,  on 
condition  they  could  have  a  short  furlough,  to  go  home  and 
|)rovide  themselves  clothing. 

With  due  respect,  from  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  t^  t; 

'  Experience  Stokrs, 

Licutcnant-Coloncl  of  the  3Alh  Regiment. 

To    his    Excellency   George   JVctshington,  Esq.,  General 

and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  United   Forces  of  the 

American  Colonies. 

COLONEL    WEBB   TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Camp  on  Wiutcr-Ilill,  October  23,  1775. 

Sir:  According  to  your  Excellency's  desire,  I  have 
made  inquiry  among  my  officers,  and  find  them  in  general 
willing  to  comply  with  your  Excellency's  request.  The 
officers  of  the  several  Companies  have  not  had  time,  as  yet, 
to  find  out  the  disposition  of  their  soldiers.  1  shall  use  my 
utmost  influence  to  have  your  Excellency's  request  com- 
|)lied  with,  and  as  soon  as  I  can  possibly  ascertain  the  pre- 
cise number,  will  give  your  Excellency  information. 
I  am  your  Excellency's  most  humble  servant, 

Charles  Webb. 
To  George  IVashington,  Esq.,  Generalissimo  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  Cambridge. 

PROCEEDINGS   OF   A   COUNCIL   OF   GENERAL   OFFICERS. 

At  a  Council  of  General  Officers  held  at  Head-Quarters, 
in  Cambridge,  November  2,  1775.  Present :  his  Excel- 
lency General  Washington;  Major-Gencrals  Ward,  Lee, 
Fulnam;  Brigadier-Generals  Thomas,  Heath,  Spencer, 
Sullivan,  Greene,  Gales. 

The  General  acquainted  the  Council  that  it  had  been 
resolved,  at  a  meeting  held  with  a  Committee  from  the 
Continental  Congress  and  the  Governours  of  the  adjacent 
Colonies,  that  such  Officers  as  have  served  in  the  present 
Army  to  approbation,  and  are  willing  to  slay,  be  preferred. 
If  there  are  more  of  those  than  are  necessary  for  the  new 
Army,  the  General  to  distinguish  such  as  be  deems  best 
qualified.  It  was  also  at  the  aforesaid  meeting  further 
agreed,  that  it  should  be  proposed  to  the  Officers  now 
serving  in  the  (Continental  Army,  that  they  signify  which 
of  them  will  continue  lo  serve  and  defend  their  Country, 
and  which  of  them  retire  ;  and  that  such  Officers  as  pro- 
pose to  continue  in  the  service,  and  are  approved  of  by  the 
(ieneral,  proceed  to  enlist  their  men  in  the  Continental 
service,  upon  the  same  pay  and  allowance  of  provision  as 
is  now  given. 

In  consequence  of  these  Resolutions,  his  Excellency 
signified  his  wishes  that  the  General  Officers  composing 
this  Council,  as  they  are  better  acquainted  with  the  charac- 
ters and  merits  of  the  several  Officers  of  the  Army  than  he 
is,  would  aid  him  in  the  choice. 


Whereupon,  it  was  agreed  that  the  following  persons 
sliould  be  nominated  for  Colonels,  lo  command  the  Regi- 
ments of  the  new  Army. 

1.  Thompson,         10.  Farsons,  19.  Webb, 

2.  Reed,  I ) .  Hitchcock,  20.  Arnold, 

3.  Learned,  12.  Little,  21.   Ward, 

4.  Nixon,  1.5.  Reed,  22.  Wyllys, 

5.  Stark,  14.  Glover,  2S.  Bailey, 

0.  Brewer,  15.  Faterson,  24.  Greaton, 

7.  Frescoll,  16.  Sargent,  25.  Bond, 

8.  Poor,  17.  Huntington,  26.  Baldwin, 

9.  Varnum,  18.  I'hinney,  27.  Hutchinson. 
The  Council  then  agreed  with  his  Excellency  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, in  the  nomination  of  the  following  under- 
named persons  for  Lieutenant-Colonels  : 

1.  Hnlden,  10.  Tyler,  19.  March. 

2.  Hand,  I  \.  Cornwall,  20.  Enos, 

3.  Gildcn,  \2.  Alden,  2\.  Jacobs, 

4.  Nixon,  13.  Shephard,  22.  Vase, 

5.  Buckminstcr,    14.  Clap,  23.  Burkee, 

6.  Brown,  15.  Johonnct,  24.  Henshaw, 

7.  Fiitnam,  16.  Read,  25.  Tapper, 

8.  McDuffy,  17.  Poor,  26.  Clark, 

9.  Greene,  18.  MouUon,  27.  Hall. 

Tiie  Council  proceeded  next  to  the  nomination  of  the 
undernamed  persons  for  Majors,  viz  : 

1.  Hale,  10.  Sprout,  19.  Loring, 

2.  McGaw,  W.Collins,  20.  Bigelow, 

3.  Cud  worth,         12.  Putnam,  21.  If'csson, 

4.  Wood,  13.  Smith,  22.  Jackson, 

5.  alley,  II.  Lee,  23.  Meigs, 

6.  Carary,  1.5.  Brooks,  24.  Coburn, 

7.  Prentice,  16.  Austin,  25.  Humphry!, 
S.  Angell,  17.  D.  Wood,  26.  Knowlton, 
9.  Sherburne,         18.  Broivn,  27.  Hayton. 

The  Coimcil  then  proceeded  to  place  the  Field-Officers 
in  Corps,  in  the  following  manner ; 

Colomls.  LicutPiiaiit-Colonels.  Majors. 

Thompson,  Hand,  Magaw. 

Read,  Gilman,  Hale. 

Learned,  Shephard,  Sprout. 

Nixon,  Nixon,  Coburn. 

Stark,  Poor,  Moore. 

Brewer,  Buckminstcr,  Cud  worth. 

Prescoti,  Moulton,  H.  (food. 

Poor,  McDuffy,  Cilley. 

f^arnurn.  Greene,  Carary. 

Parsons,  Tyler,  Prentice. 

Hitchcock,  Cornwall,  Angell. 

Little,  Henshaw,  Collins. 

Reed,  Clap,  Smith. 

Glover,  Jolionnet,  Lee. 

Paterson,  Read,  Sherburne. 

Sargent,  Enos,  Austin. 

Huntington,  Clark,  Humphrys. 

Phinney,  March.  D.  Wood. 

Webb,  Hall,  Brooks. 

Arnold.  Durkec,  Knoudton. 

Ward,  Tapper,  Bigelow. 

Wyllys.  Putnam,  Meigs. 

Bailey,  Jacobs,  Hayden. 

Greaton,  Vose.  Loring. 

Bond,  Alden,  Jackson. 

Baldwin,  Brown,  Wesson. 

Hutchinson,  Holden,  Putnam. 

The  Council  then  resolved  that  the  Brigadier-Generals 
of  the  Army  do  call  together  the  Field-Officers  in  each 
Brigade  now  appointed,  to  serve  under  the  new  establish- 
nicnl,  and  they  to  select  out  of  those  Captains  or  Subalterns 
who  have  returned  their  names  willing  to  continue  in  service, 
so  manv  as  can  be  well  recommended;  the  others  lo  be 
rejected.  Attention  lo  be  paid  to  those  who  are  absent  upon 
furloutrh  or  command.     The  first  of  those  to  undergo  the 


same  scrntmy  as  those  who  give 


thei 


If  ther 


are  any  Officers  that  have  not  returned  their  names,  but  are 
now  willing  to  serve,  and  can  be  well  recommended,  their 
names  to  be  returned  ;  also,  the  best  Sergeants.  A  return 
of  all  the  Officers,  the  Regiments  to  which  they  belong, 
and  their  former  rank,  lo  be  made  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  that  they  may  be  formed  into  Regiments. 
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It  appearing,  fioni  information,  that  several  of  the  inhalji- 
tants  of  the  Town  o(  Boston  are  desirous  of  leaving  that 
place,  and  had  ohtalned  passes  for  that  purpose,  arising, 
perhaps,  from  a  proclamation  of  General  Hoive's,  which 
seems  to  have  a  tendency  to  compel  the  Town's  people  to 
take  up  arms  to  aid  the  Ministerial  Troops  in  suhverting 
the  rights  and  liberties  ol'  America ;  and  it  also  appearing, 
from  information,  that  the  sniall-pox  is  at  this  time  in  many 
parts  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  his  Excellency  desired  to 
know  whether,  under  these  circumstances,  it  is  prudent  to 
sufier  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  to  be  trans- 
ported to  Chelsea,  by  way  of  fl'innisiiml  Ferry. 

As  the  situation  of  American  affairs  with  respect  to 
Great  Britain  may  be  such  as  to  render  it  indispensably 
necessary  to  attempt  to  destroy  the  Ministerial  Troops  in 
the  Town  of  Boston,  before  they  can  be  re-enforced  in  the 
spring,  even  if  it  should  be  by  bombarding  and  firing  the 
Town,  is  it  advisable  to  erect  any  kind  of  works  upon 
Dorchester  Point  before  frost  sets  in,  and  what  kind  ? 

What  proportion  of  pay  are  persons  of  non-age  and  ap- 
prentices to  draw  ? 

In  our  present  stale  of  powder,  had  not  our  morning 
gun  better  be  discontinued  ': 

What  is  to  be  done  with  Mrs.  Inman,  if  she  comes  out? 


OENKRAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUK  TRUMBULL. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  November  2,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  by  Mr.  Trumbull.  I  sincerely  wish  this  camp 
could  furnish  a  good  Engineer.  The  Commissary-General 
can  inform  you  how  exceedingly  deficient  the  Army  is  of 
gentlemen  skilled  in  that  branch  of  business,  and  that  most 
of  the  works  which  have  been  thrown  up  for  the  defence 
of  our  several  encampments  have  been  |)lanned  by  a  few 
of  the  principal  officers  of  this  Army,  assisted  by  Mr.  Knox, 
a  gentleman  of  IVorcester.  Could  I  atford  you  the  desired 
assistance  in  this  way,  I  would  do  it  with  pleasure. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
held  with  the  Committee  of  Congress  from  Philadelphia  ; 
it  ought  to  have  been  sent  sooner,  but  I  am  at  present 
wiihout  a  Secretary,  Colonel  Reed  having  a  call  at  home, 
left  this  on  Sundai/  last.  I  heartily  congratulate  you  on 
the  recovery  of  the  Commissary-General,  whose  return  as 
soon  as  he  can  travel  with  safety  is  much  wished  for. 

I  am,  with   the  greatest  esteem  and   regard.  Sir,  your 

mo-t  obedient  humble  servant,     ^,  ,., 

George  Washington. 

To  Governour  TrumhuU,  Connecticut. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON  TO   GOVERNOUR   COOKE. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  Nov.'mber  2,  177.'). 

Sir  :  I  have  your  favour  of  the  28th  ultimo  before  me. 
Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  it  I  communicated  the 
contents  to  the  Deputy  Commissary,  (Mr.  Trumbull  being 
sick  in  Connecticut,^  as  a  business  appertaining  to  his  de- 
pai tment ;  but,  as  deputy,  he  wishes  for  the  direction  of  his 
piincipal,  to  whom  I  could  wish  you  to  write,  as  he  is  at 
Ijcbanon,  and  not  ex|)ected  back  under  three  weeks.  His 
iulention  was,  I  know,  to  make  both  beef  and  pork  bring  it- 
self to  this  place;  but  as  that  cannot  be  in  the  case  you 
mention,  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  readiness  to  take  the  beef, 
if  delivered  here  in  barrels,  at  the  price  other  beef  in  bar- 
rels stands  liim  in  here  ;  perhaps  (for  an  encouragement) 
luore,  to  get  it  out  of  (he  roach  of  the  enemy. 

I  thank  you  for  your  order  in  favour  of  Mr.  Bowcn,  who, 
I  am  informed,  after  some  trouble,  got  the  cannon  wanted 
somewhat  more  convenient.  Herewith  you  will  receive  a 
copy  of  the  proceeding's  of  the  conference  held  at  this  place 
with  the  Connnitlec  of  Congress.  Nothing  new  since  my  last. 

Willi  much  esteeui  and  respect,  1  am,  Sir,   your  most 

obedient  humble  servant,  ,.  ,,j 

'  George  \Vasiiington. 

'J^)  GovernoLU'  Cooke,  Rhodc-hlaml . 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  THE   (iENERAL   COURT  OF  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS-BAY. 

Cambridge,  November  2,  177o. 

Sir:  1  promised  the  gentlemen  who  did  me  the  honour 
to  call  upon  me  yesterday,  by  order  of  your  House,  that  1 


would  inquire  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  and  let  them 
know  to-day,  what  quantity  of  wood  and  hay  would  be 
necessary  to  supply  the  Army  through  the  winter.  I  ac- 
cordingly did  so,  and  desired  General  Gates  this  morning 
to  inform  you  that  it  was  his  (the  Quartermaster's)  opinion 
it  would  require  ten  thousand  cords  of  the  first,  and  two 
hundred  tons  of  the  latter,  to  answer  our  demands  ;  but  the 
hurry  in  which  we  have  been  all  day  engaged  caused  him 
to  forget  it,  till  a  fresh  com|)laint  brought  it  again  to  re- 
membrance. \Vhen  the  Conmiittee  were  here  yesterday, 
1  told  them  I  did  not  believe  that  we  had  then  more  than 
four  days'  stock  of  wood  beforehand.  I  little  thought  that 
we  had  scarce  four  hours',  and  that  different  Regiments 
were  upon  the  point  of  cutting  each  others'  throats  for  a 
few  standing  locusts  near  their  encampments,  to  dress  their 
victuals  with.  This,  however,  is  the  fact;  and  unless  some 
expedient  is  adopted  by  your  honourable  body  to  draw 
more  teams  into  the  service,  or  the  Quartermaster-General 
empowered  to  impress  them,  this  Army,  if  there  comes  a 
siiell  of  rain  or  cold  weather,  must  inevitably  disperse;  the 
consequence  of  which  needs  no  animadversion  of  mine. 

It  has  been  matter  of  great  grief  to  me  to  see  so  many 
valuable  plantations  of  trees  destroyed.  I  endeavoured 
(whilst  there  appeared  a  possibility  of  restraining  it)  to 
jirevent  the  practice,  but  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  do  it. 
From  fences  to  forest  trees,  and  from  forest  trees  to  fruit 
trees,  is  a  natural  advance  to  houses,  which  must  next  fol- 
low. This  is  not  all ;  the  distress  of  the  soldiers  in  the  article 
of  wood  will,  I  fear,  have  an  unhappy  influence  upon  their 
enlisting  again.  In  short.  Sir,  if  I  did  not  apprehend  every 
evil  that  can  result  from  the  want  of  tliese  two  capital  arti- 
cles, wood  especially,  I  should  not  be  so  importunate;  my 
anxiety  on  this  head  must  plead  my  excuse.  At  the  same 
time,  1  assure  you  that,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  I 
am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
The  Hon.  James  IVarrcn,  Esq.,  Speaker,  &:c. 

general   WASHINGTON   TO   JOSEPH   THUMBITLL. 

Cami)  at  Cambricige,  Noveudnr  2,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  The  news  of  your  recovery  has  given  your 

friends  a  great  deal  of  joy.     We  had  little  hopes  of  seeing 

you  again,  from  some  late  accounts  of  your  health.    I  have 

given   Captain    IVadsworth   a   draft   on   the  Treasury  for 

one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  Dollars,  agreeable  to  your 

request,  although  the  slate  of  our  cash  is  by  no  means  able 

to  bear  such  a   pull  upon  it.     Besides  this,  Mr.  Avery,  on 

the  20th  instant,  got  a  warrant  for  twenty  thousand,  and  is 

now  applying  for  ten  thousand  more.      As  soon  as  you  can 

travel  willi  safety  (and  not  before)  I  should  be  glad  to  see 

you  at  this  cam)) ;  and  am,  with  sincere  regard,  dear  Sir, 

vour  most  obedient  servant,       --,  ,., 

•'  '       George  Washington. 

Joseph  Trumbull,  E^q.,  Commissary-General  of  Provisions. 

captain    MARTINUALE   TO   COLONEL   REED. 

Sir:  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Lieutenant  Turner, 
informing  you  that  I  have  received  the  carriages  and 
swivels,  Sec,  for  the  brig,  and  am  making  all  possible  de- 
spatch to  get  to  sea  ;  but  as  the  schooner  is  not  yet  sailed, 
and  the  want  of  men  for  the  brig,  I  cannot  make  the  profi- 
ciency should  be  glad  to,  but  imagine  I  shall  be  ready  to 
sail  this  day  week,  at  farthest,  if  I  am  supjilied  with  men, 
&ic.  1  have  sent  the  formers  for  the  cartiidges,  and  want 
two-thirds  of  the  swivel  cartridges  of  the  smallest  size. 
Should  be  glad  to  have  all  the  people  supplied  with  their 
small-arm  cartridges  there,  and  likewise  the  match  rope. 
In  regard  to  the  vessel,  she  is  very  suitable  for  the  business, 
and  think  that  a  hundred,  or  eighty  men  at  least,  is  no  more 
than  a  common  complement,  as  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  be 
able  to  give  a  good  account  of  her.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  get 
a  Second  Lieutenant  at  the  camps,  as  Captain  IVarncr  re- 
fuses to  go  in  that  station.  The  master  is  desirous  to  know 
the  terms  of  wages  he  is  to  have.  I  should  be  glad  to  have 
a  drum  and  fifer,  as  the  other  privateers  are  equipped  with 
them.      Have  nothing  further  to  communicate  at  present. 

Remain,  in  the  interim,  your  most  Innuhle  servant, 
SioN  Martindale. 
To  Colonel  Ilceil,  at  Head-Quarters. 
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CAPTAIN   BROUGHTON   TO   GKNEKAL    U'ASHI 

White-IIuad,  5  leagues  weat  of  Canso,  in  Nc 


IGTON. 

'U. Scotia. 


Sir:  By  unfavoiiralile  winds  and  weather,  we  have  been 
able  to  make  but  little  head  since  our  last.  The  31sl  of 
October,  some  way  oiFthis  harbour,  we  saw  a  vessel  stand- 
ing to  the  northward,  which  Captain  Sdinan  and  I  gave 
chase  to.  The  wind  springing  up  suddeidy  to  a  heavy 
gale,  she  bore  away  for  this  harbour  for  safety.  We  pur- 
sued her  directly  in,  and  found  her  to  be  a  sloop  belonging 
to  Enoch  Rust,  of  Boston,  who  last  spring  bad  the  sloop 
cleared  out  from  Ilalifnr,  with  provisions,  for  QueUck. 
The  sloop  has  since  taken  a  cargo  of  provisions  Ironi 
Ldouishurgh  for  the  IVest-Indics,  contrary,  as  we  ap|)re- 
hend,  to  the  Association  of  the  United  American  Colo- 
nies. The  owner,  now  at  Canso,  we  have  reason  to  believe 
is  not  a  favourer  of  our  cause,  as  the  Captain  {.lames  Ihnv- 
Yins)  told  us  he  was  lately  undetermined  whether  he 
should  go  to  Boston  this  fall  or  not.  The  smallest  inten- 
tion of  going  to  that  den  of  mischievous  violators  of  the 
rights  of  humanity  must  carry  in  the  bosom  of  it,  as  we 
conceive,  the  idea  of  friendship  to  their  infernid  intentions. 
We,  upon  the  whole,  conceive  ourselves  bound,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  Excellency's  instructions,  to  senil  the  vessel 
to  a  friendly  port  in  JSieiv- England.  U|)on  her  arrival  your 
Excellency  will  have  the  vessel's  papers  laid  before  you, 
and  will  do  respecting  vessel  and  cargo  as  you  may  please. 
The  inaster  will  be  sent  to  JScw-England  the  hrst  opportu- 
nity after  this. 

Captain  Hawkins,  about  the  middle  of  .September, 
saw  a  ship  and  a  brigantine  going  up  the  River  St.  Law- 
rence, but  did  not  speak  with  either.  The  master  informs 
,  that  there  was  no  vessel  of  force  at  (^iicbeck  the  begiiming 
of  September,  and  that  be  knows  of  none  going  up  since. 
He  likewise  says  that  a  large  brigantine  was  lately  (and  he 
believes  is  not  yet  sailed)  loading  with  coal  at  Sjjanish 
River,  on  the  \s\and  of  Louisburgh,  (or  Boston  ;  that  three 
or  four  score  Boston  men  have  been  digging  coal  there  for 
the  Ministerial  Army  for  the  season.  We  shall  hoist  sail 
directly,  the  wind  breezing  rather  favourably,  and  pursue 
our  course. 

From  your  most  obedient  and  veiy^  humble  seivant, 
Nicholson  Broightox. 
To  his  Excellency  General  ll'ashington. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE   NOBLEMEN,    ETC.,   OF   THE   COUNTY    OF 
PERTH. 

Address  of  the  Noblemen,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Free- 
holders, and  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  the  County  of 
Perth,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  the  Hon.  Colonel 
James  Murray,  their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  Address  of  the  Noblemen,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Free- 
holders, and  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  the  County  of 
Perth. 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Noblemen,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Freeholders,  and  Com- 
missioners of  Supply  of  the  County  of  Perth,  beg  leave,  with 
all  humility,  to  express  to  your  Majesty  the  deep  and  un- 
feigned sorrow  with  which  we  have  beheld  sedition  in 
America  artfully  fomented  by  designing  and  wicked  men 
there,  until  it  has  burst  forth  into  open  rebellion. 

Having  reason  to  apprehend  that  our  deluded  fellow-sub- 
jects in  America  have  been  misled  into  a  belief  that  their 
resistance  to  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Parliament,  and 
the  disobedience  of  the  laws,  are  agreeable  to  the  sentiments 
of  many  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  Great  Britain,  we 
think  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  make  this  publick  decla- 
ration, that  we  detest  and  abhor  such  practices  and  such 
principles,  so  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  our  excellent  Con- 
stitution, and  destructive  of  true  liberty,  which  can  only 
subsist  in  conformity  to  and  under  the  pi'otection  of  the 
laws;  we  therelore,  upon  this  serious  and  important  occa- 
sion, respectfully  approach  your  Majesty's  throne  with  the 
warmest  and  most  solemn  assurances  that  we  will,  in  our 
respective  stations,  exert  every  means  in  our  power  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  your  Majesty's  Government. 

May  your  Alajesly,  whose  arms  have  heretofore  been 
crowned  with  victory,  still,  by  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty, 


triumph  over  all  your  enemies.  May  our  fellow-subjects 
in  America  soon  return  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty. 
May  )  our  Majesty  long  reign  over  a  free,  grateful,  and 
united  people  ;  and  may  the  British  Dominions  be  trans- 
mitted to  your  Majesty's  latest  posterity,  entire  and  undi- 
vided. 

At  Perth,  this  3(1  day  of  Novcmbtr,  177.5.      Signed  in 
the  presence  and  by  the  appoinlmi'ut  of  the  meeting. 
KiNNouLL,  Prdses. 

ADDRESS   OF   THE    FREEHOLDERS,     ETC.,     OF    THE     COUNTY 
OF    KINROSS. 

Address  of  the  Freeholders,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and 
Commissioners  of  Su)iply  of  the  County  of  Kinross,  pre- 
sented to  His  INIajesty  by  Mr.  Adams. 

To  the  Kings  Most  EvcclUnt  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Freeholders,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  Commissioners  of 
Supply  of  the  County  of  Kinross,  beg  leave  to  approach 
your  royal  person,  in  order  to  express  our  grateful  sense  of 
the  ha|)piness  which  we  enjoy  under  the  Government  of  a 
Prince  whose  administration  hath  been  uniformly  distin- 
guished by  a  sacred  regard  to  the  Constitution  and  to  the 
welfare  of  his  people. 

Conscious  of  the  many  blessings  which  every  part  of  the 
British  Empire  derives  from  your  Majesty's  mild  and 
equitable  Government,  it  is  with  deep  concern  that  we 
have  observed  the  attemjits  of  domestick  faction  to  disturb 
the  tranquillity  of  your  reign  ;  and  with  astonishment,  that 
we  now  behold  the  rebellious  spirit  which  hath  excited 
the  deluded  people  of  America  to  take  arms  in  opposition 
to  your  Majesty's  just  authority  and  the  supreme  jurisdic- 
tion of  Parliament. 

At  such  a  juncture,  we  should  deem  ourselves  inexcusa- 
ble, if  we  did  not  join  our  voice  to  that  of  our  loyal  fellow- 
subjects,  in  declaring  our  detestation  of  those  seditious 
principles  which  have  alienated  the  Colonies  from  their 
duty,  and  in  professing  our  fixed  purpose  of  supporting 
your  Majesty's  Government  and  supremacy  of  Parliament 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power. 

May  yom-  Majesty's  reign,  over  a  happy  and  grateful 
people,  be  long  and  glorious. 

Sii;ned  in  our  name,  and  by  our  appointment,  at  Kinross, 
the  :Jd  day  of  i\ovcndicr,  177.5. 

Michael  Malcoi^m,  Prases. 


ADDRESS   OF  THE   TOWN    OF    COLC  IIF.STER. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Deputy  Recorder, 
Aldermen,  Assistants,  Common  Council,  Free  Burgesses, 
Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Col- 
chester, in  the  County  of  Essex,  presented  to  His  Majesty 
by  Charles  Gray  and  Isaac  Martin  Rebow,  Esijis.,  their 
Representatives  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  lo)aI  subjects,  the 
Mayor,  RecordeV,  Deputy  Recorder,  Aldermen,  Assistants, 
Common  Council,  Free  Burgesses,  Gentlemen,  Clergy, 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Colchester,  in  the  County 
of  Essex,  beg  leave  to  address  your  I\Iajesty,  on  occasion 
of  the  unhappy  disturbances  in  your  Majesty's  Colonies, 
which  have  at  length  broke  out  into  actual  and  open  rebel- 
lion. 

While  we  sincerely  lament  the  fatal  efTecls  of  this  unna- 
tural contest,  we  do  with  all  limuillly  assure  your  Majesty, 
that  we  are  firmly  resolved,  on  every  occasion,  to  pay  a 
due  obedience  to  the  legislative  authority,  and  to  support 
and  defend  your  Majesty's  person  and  Government  to  the 
utmost  of  our  power. 

May  the  Divine  Providence  bles^  your  Majesty's  Coun- 
cils with  speedy  success  in  defeating  the  designs  of  all  the 
enemies  of  their  Country,  and  in  restoring  peace  and  good 
order  in  every  part  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions. 

AFFIDAVIT   OF   MOSES    COTTER. 

South-Carolina,  Ninety-Six  District  : 

Persnnally  a|ipeared  before  me,  Jason  Mayson,  one  of 
His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  District  afore- 
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said,  Moses  Cotter,  of  tlie  Covganes,  wagoner,  "bo,  being 
duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  oi  Almighty  God, 
makes  oalli  and  says,  lliai  on  Tutsdaij  iiioniint;  last,  at 
about  nine  o'clock,  lie  lelt  llie  Congartcs,  with  his  wagon, 
containing  the  aniiniuiition  that  was  delivered  him  in 
Charkstown  by  the  bouoiiiahle  the  Council  of  Safety,  to 
carry  to  Keoiree,  under  an  escort  of  Colonel  Thompson's 
Rangers,  consisting  of  Ijieutenant-Colonel  Chnikton  and 
Mi-."Unah  Goodwill,  a  Cadet,  two  Sergeanls,  and  eighteen 
piivales,  and  continued  on  their  jomney  there,  without  the 
least  molestation  or  interruption,  until  about  noon  this  day, 
when  the  deponent  perceiving  some  men  on  horseback, 
ahead  of  the  wagon,  come  towards  him  ;  a  few  minutes 
after,  two  of  Patrick  Cunniiighiim's  men  coming  up  to  the 
deponent,  and  asking  him  what  he  bad  in  bis  wagon,  the 
deponent  answered,  rum.  Then  up  came  a  large  body  ol 
armed  men,  in  number,  1  suppose,  at  least  one  hundred  and 
liliy,  headed  by  Patrick  Cunningham  and  Jacob  Boinnan. 
Cunningham  ordered  his  men  to  halt,  and  then  came  up  to 
the  deponent  and  said,  "  I  order  you  to  stop  your  wagon, 
in  His  Majesty's  name,  as  1  understand  you  have  amnjimi- 
tlon  for  the  Indians  to  kill  us,  and  I  am  come  on  purpose 
to  take  it  in  His  Majesty's  name."  He  then  ordered  the  de- 
ponent to  take  off  his  wagon  clolli,  wiiich  he  refused  ;  upon 
which,  Cunningham  mounted  the  wai;on  binisell,  loosed 
tiie  strings  of  the  cloth,  and  took  up  a  keg  of  the  powder; 
■'  there,"  said  he,  "  is  what  we  are  in  search  of."  I  im- 
mediately took  tiie  keg  liom  him,  and  laid  it  in  the  wagon. 
Cunningham  said,  "  it  is  in  vain  for  you  to  attempt  to  hin- 
der us  Irom  taking  this  anuiiunilion,  as  you  have  no  arms." 
Then  he  handed  out  every  keg  to  his  men,  who  were  along- 
side tlie  wagon,  and  prepared  with  bags  to  receive  it ;  after 
they  finished  with  the  |)owder,  he,  with  Messrs.  Griffin  and 
Owen,  and  several  others,  took  out  the  lead,  which  they 
unfolded,  cut  into  small  pieces  with  their  tomahawks,  and 
distributed  among  tlie  n)on.*  When  the  Rangers  were  at 
some  little  distance  behind  the  wagon,  and  were  riding  up 
pretty  last,  Cunningham's  party  said,  "  there  comes  the 
liberty  caps;  damn  their  liberty  caps,  we  will  soon  blow 
them  to  bell,"  and  such  like  scurrilous  language.  Cunning- 
ham's men,  as  soon  as  Lieiuenant  Chniicton  came  uj)  with 
his  guard,  retreated  behind  trees  on  the  road  side,  and  called 
out  to  iiiiii  to  stop,  and  not  to  advance  one  ste|)  iurther, 
otheruise  they  would  blow  out  bis  brains;  at  the  same 
time,  a  gun  was  fired  by  one  of  their  men,  but  did  no 
damage.  Lieutenant  Charleton,  with  his  men,  were  soon 
surrounded  by  the  opposite  parly,  with  their  rifles  present- 
ed, who  said,  "'don't  move  a  step;  deliver  up  your  arms, 
otherwise  we  will  immediately  fire  upon  you."  Lieuten- 
ant Churlctoii  continued  moving  on,  wUen  Cunningham's 
men  marched  up  to  him,  with  their  rilles  presented  at  him, 
and  repeated,  "deliver  up  your  arms,  without  nioviuL'  one 
step  further,  or  you  are  a  dead  man."  They  then  took  bis 
arms,  together  with  his  men's  ;  afterwards  they  tied  Lieu- 
tenant Charleton,  Mr.  Gondu'in,  and  flillinm  li'itherford, 
a  private,  by  their  arms. 

ijieutenant  Charleton  seemed  very  much  displeased  at 
their  behaviour,  and  said  he  would  rather  have  been  shot 
than  used  in  such  a  manner,  had  he  expected  it  ;  that  he 
did  not  value  his  own  life;  thought  be  had  acted  prudent 
by  not  ordering  his  men  to  fire  on  them,  as  it  would  be 
throwing  away  their  lives  without  answering  any  good  pur- 
pose, espi^cially  as  their  parly  were  so  numerous;  that  he 
was  sorry  to  see  them  beliave  in  such  a  base  manner,  antl 
that  he  would  very  williniily  turn  out  his  parly  against  twice 
tiie  number  of  theirs,  and  give  them  battle.  Cunningham 
and  Bowman,  some  little  time  after,  asked  Lieutenant 
Charli.ton  whether,  if  they  were  to  unloose  biin,  he  would 
b(;  upon  his  honour  not  to  go  off;  to  which  he  replied,  "  I 
scorn  to  run,  and  all  your  force  cannot  make  me."  They 
then  niaiched  off  with  the  ammunition  and  the  prisoners,  as 
liicy  (tailed  them,  and  left  the  deponent,  desiring  hiin  to 
return  to  the  Congarecs ;  but  as  soon  as  they  were  out  of 

*Tlic  Cherokee  Indians,  boing  deprived  of  Uioir  ti-.ido  Uiroiigh  tlic 
.S.r.ulr-ni  Provinc.-s,  wore  in  very  li;ul  liuiiioiir,  and  wo  wen;  very 
.i|'l.i--lH-.iisivo  of  an  fndi„n  w:ir;  il  was  tlirrflui-r  prcii^r  llirvsli.iuM  be 
.-!.il.;.li  d  v.itli  |,ow,icT  ami  l)all  for  tlie  luiuliii;;  «■  ,.  .,,  |,.,  ,.,i  ;-  i  m  rii 
to  jMor.iir.;  .skins  for  tlieir  sii|)port.     The  Ciur  I  m    -    :,,  :-ir. 

to  k'i'p  lliciii  in  sooJ  temper,  s -lit  oVio  thoiis  ukI  \,     ..    i        j  .   nul 

le.ui  in  proportion,  to  bo  fonvardod  to  llicm  on-l  r  ,ui  .  -■  •:'  ■■!  K  '  l:-  '^  ; 
but  Patrick  Cun:un(;h.im  and  Jacuh  Bowman,  of  j\,„Wy-.V;j-,  at  tlie  head 
of  a  pirty  of  Torie.--,  int:;re.|)ted  and  look  av.-.iy  tiie  aniiuunition.— 
Moultrie. 


sight,  he  took  a  horse  from  out  the  wagon  and  came  to 
i\ineti/-,Sij:,  to  inform  me  of  what  had  happened,  and  where 
he  arrived  this  night,  about  eight  o'clock.  This  unfortunate 


accident,  of  taking  the 
miles  below  Ninety-Six. 


jnition,   happened   eighteen 
Moses  Cotter. 


Sworn  before  lue,  this  3d  of  ISovcmber,  1715. 

Jaso.n  MAysoN,J.  p. 

ANNt:    AUL'NDEL  COUNTY    (.MAllYLANn)   COMMITTEE. 

In  Coinniittee,  Annapolis,  November  3,  177.'i. 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  respectively  appointed  to 
carry  the  Association  to  the  inhabitants  of  their  respective 
Hundreds  in  Anni  Anindtl  County,  return  the  same,  to- 
gether with  a  list  of  the  ]\on-.\ssociators,  agreeable  to  the 
Resolves  of  the  late  Convention.  For  St.  Anne's  and  St. 
Margaret's  fVtstminster  Parishes,  at  Mr.  John  Ball's,  in 
Annapolis,  on  H'ednesday,  the  loth  insl. ;  for  (^(/ctvi  Caro- 
line Parish,  at  Mr.  William  Spurrier's,  on  Friday,  ihe  ITtli 
instant ;  and  for  St.  James's  and  Allhallous,  at  Mr.  Jona- 
than Rawlings's,  on  Tuesday,  the  21st  instant. 

The  Captains  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  and  also 
those  persons  who  were  appointed  to  enroll  Minute-Men, 
are  requested  to  meet  the  Committees  of  their  respective 
Parishes  at  the  above  times  and  places. 

By  order:  G.  Dlvai.i.,  Clerk. 

VOKK  COUNTV  ( PENNSYLVANIA)  COMMITTEE. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  lll.j,  the  Returns  of  twenty- 
six  Townships  were  received  at  York,  whereby  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  appear  to  be  chosen  as  a  Committee  for 
York  County,  to  continue  for  the  space  of  one  )ear,  unless 
they  shall  think  it  expedient  to  dissolve  themselves  sooner, 


Mi 


arlly, 


Francis  Ciezart,  Willi: 

George  BivnUcrlioolT,   Fred- 
John  Seniple,  John 

RolKTt  McPliorson,      John 
Samuel  Edie,  I'alri. 

Jame 
Jose 
r.ilr 
Jam 


Thomas 
John  An 
David  K 


McClel 
Dongla 


.Shakly. 


ck  MeSlii 

3   L 'Pprr, 
rh   Reui, 


on;  •  Eieliclberger,  Abraham  B  inta, 
dip  Albright,  John  Mickl'.Jnn., 

eliul  H,dm,  Sam'l  McConaugh 

vld  Candler,  David  MeCoiiangl 

Itzrr  Sp,n.dcr,         John  Bl.cklnirn, 
William  Walker. 


omas  Arnior, 
in  bchultz, 
.astopher  Slagle, 
idr  w  Rutter, 
ler  Wolfe, 
ilip  Jaeob  King, 


H   rhioh, 


lUgJ 


Kich:.rd  MeAh 
Christian  (iralT 
Jacob  Will, 
Henry  Slijrle, 
John  Hinnlton 
John  .MuiKvlh, 
Thomas  I.illv, 
Richar.l  P.isrl, 
Charles  (iihvix 
John  iVIcChire, 


Willi 
J.ni- 
B.llz 


Wdhi.ms, 
m  Rnikin, 

I   N,.il,T, 

r  Knertzcr 
V  M  ithias, 

I:.'  .Plough. 

el  Messcrlo, 
Nesliit, 


J  imes  Dixon, 

On  the  saine  day,  the  Commitlee  met  at  the  Court- 
Hou^e  in  York,  when  Jam's  Smith  was  chosen  President, 
and  Thomas  JIartly  Vice-President  of  the  Committee. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  unanimously  elected  as 
a  Committee  oi"  Correspondence  for  York  County,  viz: 
James  Smith,  Michael  Su'onpc,  Thomas  ilartly,  Joseph 
Donaldson,  George  Eichelbergir,  Charles  Liikcns,  David 
Grier,  George  Irwin,  Thomas  Armor,  Jl'illiam  Lease, 
Gcon^e  Clingen,  John  Acs/tit,  James  Lreper,  Frnnris 
Crezart,  Peter  Wolfe,  and  David  McConaughy;  and  five 
or  more  of  them  are  empowered  to  act. 

The  Conimittee-Mcn  in  York  Town,  or  any  two  or  more 
of  them,  were  ap|)ointcd  to  carry  into  execution  the  orders 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  relating  to  the  person  of  Dr. 
John  Kearslcy,  now  confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  County, 
and  were  fiilly  emjiowcred  to  act  in  this  matter. 

The  Committee  atljourncd  to  the  first  Thursday  in  Dc- 
cemlier  ncx',  lu  meet  at  the  Court-House  in  York. 

Thomas  Armor,  Clerk. 

NKW-YORK   COMMITTEE. 

Thursday,  Xovemher  3,  177.".. 

The  Committee  met.  Present :  Henry  liemsen,  Deputy 
Chairman. 
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William  Donning,  L.  Pintard,  E.  Banckcr, 

William  Seaton,  J.  Inilay,  A.  Brinckcriioff, 

Captain  Poll,  A.  Duryee,  J.  Norwood, 

Joseph  Bull,  Oliver  templelon,  N.  HoBoian, 

J.  Broome,  Anthony  Bloeoker,  1).  Pheiiix, 

S.  Johnson,  J.  Brewer,  R.  Sharps', 

L.  Burling,  P.  Dennis,  H.  Mulli-an, 

J.  Totten,  Colonel  Hyer,  C.  Sands, 

William  Walton,  H.  Koome,  P.  T.  Curtenius, 

P.  Goelet,  G.  Abee!,  F.  Bassett. 

A.  Breasted,  J.  Stoutenbergli,  Nicholas  Roosuvelt, 

B.  Helnie,  Colonel  Laslior,  Eleazer  Miller, 
J.  Ray,  Jun.,  J.  Ramsey,  T.Anthony, 
G.  Duyekinck,  P.  Byvanck,  G.  W.  Ludlow, 
Robert  Rav,  J-  Morton,  Abr'm  W.  Do  Pcystor, 
Cornelius  "Clopper,  F.  Jay,  W.  W.  Ludlow, 

L.  Lispenard,  G.  Janeway,  J.  Berrian. 

Whereas  the  Provincial  Congress,  in  order  that  the  du- 
ration of  iheii'  power  might  be  limited  to  a  siiort  period, 
did,  by  their  Resolve,  dated  the  lOlh  day  of  October  last, 
and  inserted  in  the  publick  Nevvs|)apers,  signify  to  their 
constituents  their  determination  to  dissolve  themselves  on 
Tuesday, \he  14tli  instant;  and  whereas  the  Congress,  at 
the  same  time,  did  recommend  to  the  good  people  of  this 
Colony  the  choice  of  Deputies  to  represent  them  in  a  future 
l-*rovincial  Congress,  to  exist  until  the  second  Tuesday  in 
May  next,  and  the  election  to  be  held  under  the  inspection 
of  the  several  County  Committees:  In  puisuance  of  the 
aforesaid  Resolve  and  recommendation,  the  General  Com- 
mittee have  thought  it  prudent  to  nominate  twenty-one 
jKTSons,  to  be  proposed  to  I  he  publick  for  their  appro- 
bation, viz:  Peter  V.  B.  Livin/rstoii,  Isaac  Low,  Alex- 
ander McDougall,  Joseph  Ilallett,  Abraham  ll'a/ton, 
Abraham  Brasher,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  James  Beekman,  Ben- 
jamin Kissam,  John  M.  Scott,  John  Van  Cortlandt,  Ja- 
cobus Van  Zandt,  John  3Iarston,  Isaac  Sears,  John  Ray, 
Theodoras  Van  Wyck,  Captain  Anthony  Rutgers,  John 
Imlay,  Gabriel  H.  Ludlow,  Benjamin  Ilelme,  Comfort 
Sands. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  do  hereby  request  the  Free- 
men, Freeholders,  and  all  Tenants  possessed  of  lands  or 
tenements  of  the  value  of  eighty  Pounds,  within  this  City 
and  County,  to  attend  at  the  City  Hall  on  Tuesday,  the 
7ih  instant,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  declare  for 
the  abovenamed  gentlemen,  or  for  any  others  they  may 
please  to  elect  in  their  stead. 


JOHN     BROOME     TO      A     COMMITTEE     OF     THE     CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS. 

New.York,  November  3,  177:>. 

Gentlemen:  I  duly  received  your  favour  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  Continental  (.'ongress 
for  ascertaining  the  damages  sustained  by  the  inhabitanls 
ol'  America,  from  the  Ministerial  Troops  and  Navy,  since 
March  last. 

I  have  already  taken  the  necessary  steps  towards  carry- 
ing this  Resolve  into  execution,  as  far  forth  as  it  respects 
this  Province,  and  shall  be  careful  to  transmit  you  the 
\ouchers  as  soon  as  they  come  to  hand. 

You  may  always  rely  upon  my  best  services  in  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  my  Country,  in  every  department  wherein 
1  think  myself  competent. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

John  Bhoome. 
To  Silas  Deane,  John  Adams,  and  George  JVythe,  Estj's. 


James  Livingston  to  brigadier-general   Montgomery. 

La  Tours,  November  3,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  1  have  the  pleasure  to  send  you,  prisoner, 
the  Captain  of  La  Tours,  a  notorious  villain.  After 
having  sworn  two  or  three  times  faithfully  lo  assist  our 
cause  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  hath  forsworn  himself, 
and  joined  the  Regulars  with  his  Company;  hanging  is  too 
goo'i  for  the  rascal;  ho[)e  you'll  secure  him  in  irons  imme- 
diately on  his  arrival.  I  am  just  setting  out  for  Sorel ; 
make  no  doubt  we  shall  proceed  with  more  caution  than 
the  unliappy  Colonel  Allen,  who,  I  understand,  is  badly 
treated.  1  just  learn  the  vessels  are  gone  fi-om  Sorel ; 
suppose  they  will  go  to  (^uebeck,  if  Colonel  Arnold  has 
not  already  taken  it.  Their  fortifying  there  may  be  of 
great  detriment  ;  however,  Montreal  must  undoubtedly 
\lehl  lo  our  ;irms.  1  sent  olTyour  two  Indians  to  Colonel 
Arnold  the   day  before  yesterday — one  of  them  appeared 


lo  be  very  lame — and  advised  them  to  take  a  canoe  at 
Sorel.  1  was  under  the  necessity  of  giving  them  a  half 
Johannes  to  defray  their  expenses,  lliey  having  declared 
you  gave  them  only  six  dollars.  If  you  write  soon,  beg 
you  will  send  your  letters  \\a  Longeiiil.  You  may  depend 
upon  it,  we  shall  make  the  ulmo>t  expedition  to  jiin  H'ar- 
Tier's  party,  where  we  will  wait  your  further  orders. 
I  am  yours,  with  esteem,  James  Livin(;ston. 

To  Brigadier-General  Montgomery. 


extract   from    a   letter    dated    la    prairie,    NOVEMBER 

;3,  1775. 

Blessed  be  God,  our  arms  are  at  length  crowned  with 
signal  success.  Yesterday  evening  the  foi tress  of  St. 
Juhn^s  surrendered  to  our  Army,  and  this  morning  our 
people  take  possession.  Our  Army  is  scattered  over  the 
whole  country — a  small  garrison  at  Chnmbly ;  Colonel 
Easton  and  .Major  Brown,  with  about  three  hundred 
Provincials,  with  Colonel  James  Livingston,  and  five  or 
six  hundred  of  his  Canadians  are  drawn  down  at  the 
mouth  of  the  River  Sorel,  opposing  one  hundred  and 
twenty  Regulars  and  five  hundred  Canadians,  who  are  in- 
trenching there — at  Longeuil  (three  leagues  east  of  La 
Prairie,  and  two  miles  from  Montreal,  being  nearly  oppo- 
site) is  Colonel  fVarner,  with  about  three  hundred  of  the 
Second  Battalion  and  Green  Mountain  Boys:  and  I  am 
posted  at  La  Prairie,  with  one  hundred  men  of  our  Regi- 
ment. I  am  three  leagues  from  Montreal,  which  lies  full 
in  view,  upon  the  bank  of  6'^  Lawrence,  northwest  from 
here.  There  are  no  troops  to  the  westward  of  this  post. 
Caughnawaga  lies  near  three  leagues  west  of  this  place, 
where  there  are  about  three  hundred  fighting  men,  and  all 
in  our  interest ;  that  is,  (in  the  Indian  style.)  strictly  neu- 
tral. 

There  have  been  several  attacks  made  from  the  enemy, 
in  their  boats,  on  Colonel  JCarner's  Regiment — a  very 
serious  one  last  Monday,  in  which  General  Carleton,  with 
St.  Luke  La  Come  and  five  or  six  hundred  men,  (mostly 
Canadians,)  and  one  hundred  Indians,  attacked  our  peoj)le 
with  great  resolution,  but  were  at  length  repulsed,  with  the 
loss  of  fifty  of  their  men  killed  and  wounded,  among  whom 
were  five  Indians  slain.  We  took  three  Canadians  and 
tvvo  Indians  prisoners;  not  one  man  on  our  side  so  much 
as  wounded.  As  the  whole  Army  are  now  coming  down, 
I  expect  Mr.  Carleton  will  suspend  his  operations  on  this 
side  the  water.  He  will  have  his  hands  full,  I  believe, 
in  defending  his  own  shores;  indeed,  it  is  expected  by 
many,  that  as  soon  as  the  surrender  of  .S'^  John's  is  known 
among  ihein,  all  opposition  will  vanish.  However,  Carle- 
ton is  an  intrepid  old  fellow,  and  may  resist  to  the  last;  he 
has  an  armed  brig  and  one  or  two  small  vessels  riding  near 
the  Town,  and  as  many  more  at  the  mouth  of  Sorel.  The 
merchants'  vessels,  with  peltry,  are  near  the  Town. 

The  Canadians,  in  general,  on  this  side  St.  Lawrence, 
are  very  friendly  to  us;  ahnost  imanimonsly  so  along  the 
River  Sorel ;  where  they  are  actually  embodied,  and  in 
arms,  altogether  to  the  number  of  more  than  one  thousand. 
About  this  place  they  are  not  quite  so  active  ;  though  I 
think  they  will  now  be  stirring,  as  they  seem  to  be  very- 
anxious  about  the  reduction  o^  Si.  John's,  and  could  not 
think  the  Bostoninns,  as  they  call  our  troops,  were  really 
in  earnest,  until  they  saw  St.  John's  surrender.  During 
the  whole  sieae  of  St.  John's,  our  Army  had  but  nine  men 
killed  and  four  or  five  wounded,  I  think  ;  their  preserva- 
tion has  been  ahnost  miiaculous.  More  hospitable  people 
I  never  saw;  you  cannot  enter  into  a  peasant's  house,  at 
any  time  of  day,  but  they  immediately  set  a  loaf  of  bread 
and  a  pan  of  milk  before  you.  The  whole  country,  as  far 
as  the  eye  can  reach,  is  one  entire  low  marshy  plain,  and 
covered  with  water  after  every  rain  ;  they  are  forced  to 
plough  their  land  in  high  ridges,  to  keep  the  grain  from 
being  flooded.  They  raise  no  winter  wheat  at  all,  or  In- 
dian corn  ;  their  gardens  and  vegetables  are  excellent,  and 
their  pasture  most  luxuriant. 

A  gentleman  just  arrived  from  Head-Quarters,  at  Cam- 
bridge, informs  that,  just  as  he  came  away,  an  express  to 
General  IVashington  airived  there  from  Colonel  Arnold. 
with  advice  that  he  «as  safe  arrived  in  Canada,  and  mtt 
with  a  cordial  reception  from  the  Canadians. 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  AN  OFFICER  OF  THE  NEW- 
YORK  FORCES,  DATED  AT  ST.  JOHn's,  NOV.  3,  1775. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  tliat  I  had  the  lionour 
of  marching  into  and  taking  possession  of  tliis  fortress,  at 
the  head  of  my  Company,  and  about  two  hundred  men 
from  the  different  corps  of  which  our  Army  is  composed, 
about  nine  o'clock  this  morning;  when  the  garrison,  con- 
sisting of  about  six  hundred  men,  marcheei  out  and  ground- 
ed their  arms  on  the  plains,  to  the  westward  of  the  fort, 
(agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the  enclosed  capitulation,)  and 
were  immediately  embarked  in  batleaus  for  Captain  l\lcad's 
encampment,  and  from  thence  to  be  sent,  under  guard,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  for  Ticonderoga,  Connectinit,  or  any 
other  place  which  the  Continental  Congress  may  direct. 
1  most  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  this  most  fortunate 
event;  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  a  most  fatal  stab  to 
the  hellish  machinations  of  the  foes  of  freedom,  as  it  will 
facilitate  the  reduction  of  Canada,  and  secure  the  Cuna- 
clians  in  our  favour.  We  have  taken  in  the  fort  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  military  stores  ;  among  which  are  seven- 
teen pieces  of  excellent  brass  artillery,  two  of  them  twen- 
ty-four pounders,  the  rest  of  them  field-pieces,  two  royal 
howitzers,  several  mortars,  cohorns,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  iron  cannon.  There  were  in  the  garrison  about 
five  hundred  regular  troops;  the  rest  were  composed  of 
Canadian  volimteers,  among  vvhoni  are  many  of  their  no- 
blesse ;  who,  I  believe,  are  (from  appearance)  on  the  stool 
of  repentance.  And  as  you  may  be  fond  of  knowing  how 
we  have  proceeded,  in  carrying  on  the  siege  of  this  place 
since  my  last,  1  will  give  you  a  detail  of  the  particular 
operations  since  that  period. 

On  Sainrdaij,  ilie  28th  ultimo,  the  main  boily  of  the 
Army  decamped  from  the  south,  and  marched  to  the  north 
side  of  the  fort,  under  the  command  of  General  Woosler. 
We  were  joined  in  the  evening  by  General  Montgomery, 
and  the  same  night  we  began  to  throw  up  a  breastwork, 
(on  an  etninence  which  entirely  commanded  the  enemy's 
works,)  in  order  to  erect  a  battery  of  cannon  and  mortars; 
this  battery  they  kept  continually  pelting  at  with  grape- 
shot  and  shells,  but  without  doing  us  the  least  injury,  until 
Wkdncsdaij  morning,  when  we  opened  our  battery,  con- 
sisting of  three  twelve  and  one  nine-pounders,  three  mor- 
tars, and  as  many  cohorns,  with  which  we  kept  an  almost 
incessant  blaze  on  them  great  part  of  the  day,  and  likewise 
from  our  battery  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  which  the 
enemy  returned  with  the  greatest  s[)irit.  Late  in  the  after- 
noon, 1  received  a  message  from  General  Montgomerij,  or- 
dering me  to  cease  firing  till  further  orders;  these  orders 
were  extremely  disagreeable  to  me,  when  I  saw  some  of 
my  men  bleeding  before  my  eyes,  and  dying  with  the 
wounds  which  they  had  received.  On  our  ceasing  to  fire, 
the  Genera!  ordered  a  parley  to  bo  beat,  and  sent  in  an 
officer  to  demand  a  surrender  of  tlie  fort.  Two  officers 
soon  after  returned  with  him,  and  were  led  blindfold 
through  the  camp  to  the  General's  tent,  where  a  pretty 
long  conference  was  held,  and  they  promised  the  General 
an  answer  from  the  commanding  officer  next  morning  ; 
which  |)romise  was  complied  with.  The  answer  imjiorted, 
that  if  they  should  receive  no  relief  within  four  days,  he 
would  then  send  in  some  proposals.  The  General  replied, 
that  he  must  have  an  explicit  answer  next  moi'ning,  and 
the  garrison  must  remain  prisoners  of  war,  at  all  events  ; 
and  that  if  they  had  any  intention  to  renew  hostilities,  they 
need  only  signify  it  by  firing  a  gun,  as  a  signal.  This, 
though  very  unpalatable,  they  were  at  length  obliged  to 
digest,  as  you  see  by  the  capitulation. 

You  will  readily  excuse  the  incorrectness  of  this  scroll, 
when  I  inform  you  it  is  now  past  one  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, having  had  no  time  to  write  before,  as  I  have  been  all 
day  at  the  fort,  examining  the  stores,  and  we  are  to  begin 
our  march  for  Montreal  this  morning,  and  my  fingers  and 
senses  are  so  benumbed  with  cold,  that  I  can  scarcely  write 
at  all.  owing  to  a  northeasterly  wind  and  jilenty  of  snow, 
.  which  is  now  falling  in  abundance;  yet,  not\\iihslanding,  I 
am  not  so  senseless  or  ungrateful  as  to  forget  my  friend. 

[  am  yours,  Sec,  &:c. 

1'.  S.  My  little  Company  has  been  rather  miforiunate, 
as  1  have  had  five  killed — four  by  the  enemy,  and  one  by 
accident — six  wounded,  one  died  by  sickness  ;  which  is 
as  great  a  loss  as  has  been  sustained  bv  the  whule  Army, 


except  in  the  first  skirmish  with  the  Indians,  Sic;  but  this 
is  what  we  must  naturally  expect,  as  the  post  of  honour 
ever  is  the  post  of  danger. 


EXTRACT  OF  ANOTHER  LETTER  FROM  FORT  ST.  JOHN  9, 
DATED  NOVEMBEU  3,  1775. 

The  28th  ultimo  the  remainder  of  our  Army  on  tlie 
southwest  side  of  the  fort,  of  which  our  Regiment  com- 
posed a  part,  marched  round  St.  Jolm's,  to  the  north  side 
of  it,  and  encamped  there  with  the  main  body. 

October  29th.  1  went,  in  the  evening,  with  two  hun- 
dred men,  and  completed  a  battery  within  two  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  of  the  fort  ;  the  fort  kept  a  continual  fire  upon 
us  all  night. 

October  30th.  Four  guns  and  six  mortars  were  mount- 
ed on  the  battery. 

October  31st.  The  Army  busily  employed  in  preparing 
for  a  cannonade  and  an  assault,  if  necessary.  This  day  we 
received  news  that  seven  hundred  of  our  men,  near  Lon- 
gueiJ;  about  eighteen  miles  from  hence,  had  repulsed  Gov- 
ernour  Carleton,  who  intended  to  raise  the  siege  of  St. 
John's,  with  eight  hundred  men.  Our  Green  Mountain 
Boys  did  this  business.  The  Governour  had  twenty-five 
men  killed  and  fifty  wounded,  besides  several  taken  pri- 
soners :  among  whom  are  two  Indians.  Carleton  retreat- 
ed to  Montreal. 

November  1st.  Our  gun  and  mortar  battery  on  this 
side,  and  the  four-gun  battery  on  the  east  side,  kept  an  in- 
cessant fire  all  day  on  the  garrison,  and  the  garrison  kept 
up  a  very  hrisk  fire.  In  the  evening  General  Montgomery 
sent  a  flag  into  the  fort,  with  a  letter  to  Major  Preston,  by 
one  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Longeuil,  informing  him  of 
Carleton  s  defeat,  and  that  he  had  now  no  longer  any  rea- 
son to  flatter  himself  with  relief  fiom  that  quarter;  and 
that,  therefore,  to  prevent  the  further  elTusion  of  blood, 
which  a  fiuitless  and  obstinate  defence  would  cause,  he 
recommended  to  him  a  surrender  of  the  fort.  Major  Pres- 
ton, in  return  to  General  Montgomery's  letter,  sent  Captain 
Stewart,  of  the  Twenty-Sixth,  with  a  drum  into  our  camp  ; 
that  the  General  should  have  a  full  answer  to  his  letter  in 
the  morning;  that,  in  the  mean  time,  hostilities  should 
cease  on  both  sides. 

November  2d.  Cnp\a'm  St eirart  and  Captain  Jfilliams, 
of  the  train,  came,  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  with 
a  flag  into  our  camp  with  an  answer  from  Major  Preston 
to  Genera!  Montgomery's  letter  of  yesterday,  requesting  of 
the  General  to  wait  four  days,  to  see  whether  no  relief 
could  come  to  the  garrison  in  that  time;  if  not,  that  then 
they  would  make  pro]iosals  for  a  surrender.  The  General 
returned  an  answer  that,  from  the  advanced  season  of  the 
year,  he  could  not  give  the  garrison  the  time  it  requested, 
and  that  they  must  immediately  surrender  prisoners  of 
war;  otherwise,  that  if  any  fatal  consequences  should  ensue 
from  their  needless  defence  in  the  weak  stale  tliey  were  in, 
they  must  charge  themselves  with  it. 

The  General  also  referred  them,  for  the  truth  of  Carle- 
ton's  defeat,  to  another  prisoner  on  hoard  of  our  sloo|), 
whom  they  might  have  access  to  to  examine;  and  that  when 
they  chose  to  renew  hostilities,  they  should  give  a  signal, 
by  firing  a  cannon  without  ball.  In  the  evening  the  above 
gentlemen  returned  into  our  camp  from  the  fort,  with  arti- 
cles of  capitidation,  some  of  which  were  agreed  to  by  us. 
others  rejected;  which,  as  amended,  were  sent  back  to  the 
fort,  and  agreed  to — the  sum  of  which  were,  that  the  gar- 
rison should  march  out  of  the  fort  to-morrow  morning,  WNth 
the  honours  of  war.  and  then  lay  down  their  arms,  be  pri- 
soners of  war,  and  1)0  sent  to  Connecticut.  The  articles 
of  capitidation  will  be  published  by  authority;  to  which  I 
must  refer  you.  A  great  quantity  of  militaiy  stores  are 
taken,  the  detail  of  which  is  not  yet  ascertained;  about  six 
hundred  men  made  prisoners.  This  day,  detachments  from 
every  Regiment  in  our  Army  took  possession  of  the  fort, 
and   the  prisoners  are  emljarkcd  for  the  place  of  their  des- 


.lOilN    BROWN   TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  November  3,  ITT.i. 
Dear  Sir:    [  ha\ing  a  vessel  arrived  al  Norwich,  from 
Surinam,  which  having  brought  a  small  quantity  of  powder, 
\  iz  :  forty-four  casks,  containing  a  half  hundred  each,  I 
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thought  it  proper  to  acquaint  you  thereof;  but  1  am  at  a 
loss  to  determine  which  may  be  best  for  the  general  cause, 
for  it  to  go  to  the  camp,  or  to  be  sold  out  liere,  so  that  people 
in  general  may  be  better  qualified  to  defend  the  sea  coast. 
Our  General  Assembly  is  now  sitting,  and  I  expect  will 
order  every  Town  in  this  Colony,  adjoining  on  the  sea,  bay, 
or  river,  to  equip  themselves  immediately,  with  two  field- 
jjieces  to  each  Town,  to  be  mounted  on  field-carriages,  and 
an  Artillery  Company  to  be  formed  in  each,  to  hold  them- 
selves ready  at  a  moment's  notice.  Five  hundred  men  are 
already  ordered  to  be  laised,  which  are  to  be  stationed  on 
the  Islands  ai  Rhode-Island,  Conaiiicut,  Frudcnce,  &ic.  1 
gave  my  Captain  orders  to  purchase  all  the  powder  he  pos- 
sibly could,  but  no  more  was  to  be  had  on  any  terms  ;  and, 
indeed,  could  1  sell  this  for  six  Shillings,  sterling  money, 
l)er  pound,  it  would  not  equal,  as  to  profit  to  me,  the 
article  he  would  have  brought  had  he  not  got  the  powder. 
If  it  arrives  here  safe,  (being  landed  on  the  back  of  Long- 
Island,)  and  you  think  it  best  for  the  chief  of  it  to  go  to 
the  camp,  I  will  S|)are  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred  weight  of 
it  to  your  order.  I  would  also  acquaint  you  that  the 
owners  of  the  furnace  Hope,  in  Scituate,  are  about  to  put 
said  furnace  in  blast,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  make  pig  iron, 
this  article  being  now  in  demand  ;  and  as  their  making  up 
what  stock  they  now  have  will  put  it  out  of  their  power  to 
put  said  furnace  in  blast  again  (owards  next  fall,  and  as  the 
metal  made  in  said  furnace  is  of  the  very  best  kind  for  making 
cannon,  of  which  General  Greene  can  fully  acquaint  you, 
and  as  the  Continent  will  doubtless  be  in  want  of  cannon, 
&,c.,  in  the  spring,  1  therefore,  in  behalf  of  the  persons 
concerned  in  said  furnace,  give  you  this  notice,  that  in  case 
you  may  please  to  order  any  quantity  of  cannon  and  other 
warlike  stores  made,  that  the  stock  now  provided  for  said 
furnace  (which  suppose  may  make  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  to  two  hundred  ton  weight  of  iron)  may  be  made  into 
such  cannon,  &,c.,  as  you  may  see  fit  to  order.  Your 
answer,  as  soon  as  convenient,  will  oblige,  dear  Sir,  your 
obedient  humble  servant,  j^^^^  g^^^^^,^_ 

P.  S.  The  owners  are  confident  that  they  can  make  as 
large  cannon  as  eighteen  pounders,  and  they  expect,  ere 
the  blast  is  finished,  that  they  can  make  twenty-four 
jiounders. 

AoBcmljcr  4. — Since  the  above,  our  General  Assembly 
has  applied  for  the  refusal  of  the  powder ;  and  if  they  give 
the  price,  (which  will  make  it  as  good  to  me  as  though  the 

money  had  been  laid  out  in )  viz  :  six  Shillings 

per  ])ound,  must  give  them  the  |)reference. 


EPHUAIM   BOWEN    TO   GENI^KAL   GATES. 

Plymouth,  NovcmlH-r  3,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir:  When  I  wrote  you  last,  I  expected 
that  Captain  Coit  would  have  sailed  yesterday  morning, 
with  Captain  Manly,  of  the  Lee,  but  the  wind  coming 
ahead  has  detained  him  ;  he  will,  however,  sail  the  first  wind 
that  can  get  him  out  of  the  harbour.  Captain  Marlindale's 
vessel  will  sail  as  soon  as  possible,  as  he  is  fitting  with  all 
speed.  1  beg  you  would  send  down  five  hundred  pump 
nails  as  soon  as  possible,  as  there  is  none  to  be  had  here. 
Captain  Manhfs  vessel  is  completely  fitted.  Since  seeing 
her  1  have  been  very  happy,  as  1  thought  before  that  the 
expense  Captain  Martindale  was  at  would  be  disliked  by 
the  General. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

El'HRAIM   BoWEN,   JUN. 

To  General  Gates. 


WILLIAM    WATSON  TO  GENERAL   WASUlNtiTON. 

Plj-mouth,  November  3,  1775. 

Sir:  1  have  just  this  moment  received  intelligence  of 
the  shipwreck  of  a  vessel,  bound  to  Boston,  from  Phila- 
delphia, at  Enstham,  inside  of  our  bay,  laden  with  one 
hundred  and  twenty  jiipes  of  wine,  and  that  the  wine  is  all 
saved  excepting  two  pipes,  stove  in  landing  it.  Your  Ex- 
cellency will  please  to  order  in  what  manner  this  wine  shall 
be  disposed  of;  whether  it  shall  be  sent  to  Head-Quarters, 
or  whether  it  shall  remain  where  it  is. 

1  woidd  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  the  Schooner 
Harrison  has  been  some  time  ready  to  sail,  but  bad  weather 
hinders  ;  and  that  the  Schooner  Lee,  Captain  Manli/,  is  now 
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in  this  port,  who,  with  the  Harrison,  Captain  Coit,  will  sail 
the  first  wind.  Cayita\n  Martindale  would  have  been  ready 
by  this,  had  not  the  rains  and  some  impediments  respect- 
ing cannon  intervened. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obliged 

humble  servant,  ,,,  ,,» 

VViLLiAM  Watson. 

To  his  Excellency  General  H'asluiigton,  Esq. 

COSMOPOLITAN,   NO.    II. 

I'o  the  Inhabitants  of  the  American  Colonies. 
Friends  and  Fellou'- Citizens  : 

In  all  periods,  the  history  of  mankind,  however  diversi- 
fied, however  disguised,  has  its  outlines  and  internal  prin- 
ciples nearly  the  same.  That  like  causes  should  produce 
effects  that  are  similar,  is  an  institution  of  Heaven.  Nature 
has  said  it,  experience  verifies  it.  When  the  dissolution 
of  political  establishments  has  been  derived  from  a  feeble 
original,  when  from  the  insidious  sappings  and  the  craft 
of  a  Court,  the  story  of  its  slow  and  gradual  advances 
exhibits  the  indications  of  intrigue,  address,  and  an  artful 
prostitution  of  constitutional  formalities  by  the  ambitious 
usurper;  and  on  the  part  of  the  subject  are  seen  the  ves- 
tiges of  a  willing  confidence,  remissness,  and  a  dangerous 
scrupulosity  of  contending  with  Government.  The  best 
of  establishments  have  by  insensible  transitions  been  laid  in 
ruins.  But  when  cunning  and  policy  fail  of  success,  the  ra- 
pacious and  aspiring  attempt  tiie  pinnacle  by  bolder  strides. 
in  the  practice  of  the  tyrant  who  aims  at  wielding  the  scep- 
tre with  unlimited  sway,  at  extending  bis  prerogatives  by 
open  violences,  or  arms  reeking  with  blood,  is  reversed  the 
ol<l  maxim,  of  enlarging  the  lion's  by  the  skin  of  the  fox. 
When  this  succeeds,  the  dignity  of  the  citizen  yields  to 
the  feelings  of  a  slave.  The  womanish  fear  of  a  military 
conflict,  which  terrifies  the  subject  in  his  piivate  retreat, 
strikes  a  panick  through  the  multitude,  and  produces  a 
scene  of  wild  confusion,  or  a  plan  of  defence  strongly 
marked  with  the  symptoms  of  irresolution,  diffidence,  and 
despair.  In  many  such  cases  the  subject  has  found  to  his 
sorrow,  though  too  late,  that  magnanimity  and  firmness, 
unanimity  and  bravery,  would  have  preserved  those  bless- 
ings which  cowardice  has  surrendered  ;  and  oftentimes, 
that  the  price  which  is  paid  for  the  privilege  of  yielding 
would  have  purchased  their  lasting  security.  Stinging  re- 
flection !  And  to  a  mind  whose  prospects  run  parallel 
with  time,  and  open  into  fiiturity,  nothing  more  cutting, 
than  to  be  loaded  with  the  execrations  of  an  enslaved  pos- 
terity. 

History  is  a  magazine  of  knowledge  and  important  in- 
struction. It  lays  a  foundation  for  general  prudence,  and 
accommodates  itself  to  the  circumstances  and  situation  of 
every  state,  in  all  ages.  To  become  acquainted  with  the 
characters  of  men,  the  marks,  sources,  and  effects  of  their 
passions,  prejudices,  power,  customs,  and  intrigues,  is  a 
necessary  step  to  prudential  conduct.  It  teaches  us  to 
make  other  men's  experience  our  own,  to  profit  by  it,  and 
to  learn  wisdom  from  their  misfortunes.  The  same  tragedy 
is  now  acting  that  has  been  acted  a  hundred  limes  on 
the  theatre  of  the  world  ;  and  the  scenes  are  opened  by 
the  same  agents,  and  by  springs  that  are  similar.  Every 
community  has  sooner  or  later  been  invaded  by  the  rapa- 
cious hand  of  bloody  assailants,  and,  for  a  time,  been  en- 
robed in  armour  and  in  blood.  The  Assyrian,  the  Per- 
sian, and  the  more  ancient  monarchies  of  the  world  which 
have  gone  to  decay,  seemed  to  have  laid  the  basis  of  their 
despotick  power  in  violence  and  force.  The  particular 
characteristicks  of  the  subjects  of  these  Empires,  whether 
they  were  sunk  into  a  total  lethargy,  and  all  their  spirits 
chilled  by  the  biting  frost  of  stupidity  and  want,  or  whe- 
ther there  were  some  displays  of  genius  in  a  vigorous  op- 
position, seem  buried  amiilst  tlie  rubbish  of  ages.  Greece 
was  attacked  by  Philip  of  Maredon,  and  he  was  opposed 
by  the  struggling  Sparlnns.  This  State,  anciently  eminent 
for  wit  and  learning,  for  the  noble  actions  of  its  numerous 
heroes,  is  now  groaning  imder  the  Turkish  yoke,  and  those 
admired  feats  of  knowledge,  liberty,  and  politeness,  are 
swept  away  by  a  deluge  of  ignorance  and  barbarity.  Rome, 
it  is  certain,  did  not  die  of  a  lethargy.  She  was  dazzled 
by  the  clemency  of  the  smiling  Casar,  before  she  bled  b) 
the  point  of  his  dagger.      Denmark  was  gradual  and  irre- 
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gular  In  her  progress  to  slavery.  The  power  of  the  Crown 
was  formeily  hniiied  and  restrained  by  the  Slates.  At 
length,  the  commonalty,  tinding  themselves  greviousty  op- 
pre'ssed  by  the  nobility  and  gentry,  agreed  to  an  absolute 
sovereignty.  The  King,  having  assembled  their  nobility 
in  a  garrisoned  Town,  received  their  liberties  into  his  hands. 
The  consequence  is  a  burdensome  revenue  extorted  from 
the  subject,  and  a  numerous  army  quartered  upon  the 
farmer,  without  their  consent. 

The  sui)jects  of  France  are  generally  devoted  to  their 
Prince,  though  he  rules  them  with  an  iron  rod,  and  treats 
them  as  slaves.  Tliis  Kingdom  once  had  Parliaments, 
whose  concurrence  was  necessary  for  the  making  of  laws 
and  for  the  laising  of  money.  They  suffered  the  Cardi- 
nals to  deprive  tliem  of  a  share  in  the  Government,  and 
their  Parliament,  at  this  day,  are  assembled  to  pass  such 
laws  as  the  King  is  pleased  to  present,  which  none  dare 
to  refuse.  Many  of  the  offices  of  state  are  purchased  of 
the  Crown,  to  increase  his  revenue.  The  nobility,  clergy, 
gentry,  tiie  burgesses  of  Paris  and  other  cities,  are  ex- 
empted froiii  a  tax  on  their  land,  while  others  are  bowing 
beneath  the  weight.  Their  religion  is  papistical.  The 
Protestants  sought  long  for  their  liberties  and  religion,  and 
at  length  obtained  a  toleration.  But  this  was  abolished,  and 
a  cruel  persecution  ensued,  which  cost  the  King  several 
hundred  thousand  of  the  most  industrious  part  of  his  sub- 
jects. 

It  was  the  boast  of  a  Spanish  King,  that  the  sun  never 
set  upon  all  his  extensive  dominions.  This  Kingdom  had 
formerly  great  and  important  privileges.  Its  inhabitants 
acted  like  freemen — behaved  in  a  manner  that  made 
monarchs  tremble.  Upon  an  infraction  of  their  rights, 
their  allegiance  ceased.  They  despised  even  the  pageant- 
ry of  a  King.  No  laws  could  be  made  or  repealed  but 
by  the  consent  of  the  subject;  nor  could  any  taxes  be 
raised  but  by  the  concurrence  of  the  people.  They  have 
now  lost  these  privileges.  Ferdinand,  after  Spain  became 
one  monarchy,  by  many  artful,  insidious,  and  curious  prac- 
tices, sapped  the  foundation  of  its  freedom,  and  the  great 
men  bartered  away  their  liberties  ;  they  sold  themselves 
and  their  posterity  to  the  Crown.  Slow  and  silent  were 
their  first  attacks.  The  States,  consisting  of  the  nobility, 
clergy,  and  representatives  of  the  Commons,  meet  now 
only  to  record  and  confirm  the  decrees  of  the  Court,  which 
will  compel  a  submission,  should  they  refuse  it.  Thus  the 
Crown  of  Spain  has  become  absolutely  despotick,  and  the 
incjuisition  rages  in  all  its  horrouis. 

1  have  been,  my  dear  friends,  wounding  your  feelings 
by  the  blackest  scenes  in  all  bistorick  existence.  Scenes 
of  great,  happy,  and  flourishing  Empires  reduced  to  wretch- 
edness, by  the  remissness  and  pusillanimity  of  their  sub- 
jects, i  will  now  reverse  the  picture,  and  show  it  on  its 
brightest  side — bright  although  set  in  crimson  shades. 

When  the  wheels  of  the  political  machine  get  out  of 
rej)air,  Government  drags  on  heavily,  and,  although  brought 
to  a  low  ebb,  may  be  recovered  by  prudent  management. 
But  when  the  stamina  is  poisoned,  and  a  canker  or  gan- 
grene is  forming  on  every  part,  amputations  and  incisions 
are  the  only  expedients.  Instances  in  English  story  of 
the  people's  asserting  their  rights  by  the  point  of  the  sword 
are  not  wanting;  and  those  of  an  early  date.  When  the 
Stuart  family  possessed  the  throne,  the  nation  were  in 
a  situation  truly  melancholy.  For  a  long  course  of  years 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  seemed  to  be  finctualing.  Its 
motion  was  sometimes  direct,  and  sometimes  retrograde. 
Its  eccentricities  were  very  great,  when  the  English  s|)irit 
roused,  and  Croma-ell,  with  his  sword,  jjavcd  the  way  for 
its  restoration.  However,  the  gloom  increased  in  a  tenfold 
degree  at  the  restoration  of  the  gay  and  dissolute  Charles 
the  Second.  His  successor,  the  Uuke  of  York,  a  deter- 
mined and  bigoted  l^iince,  attacked  the  liberties  of  the 
people  in  a  more  latal  maimer;  gradually  proceeding 
until  he  broke  down  all  the  fences  and  barriers  of  a  free 
Constitution.  The  tragedy  of  English  freedom  would  now 
have  received  its  finishing  stroke,  bad  not  the  lion  once 
more  roused.  The  patriots  of  the  day  hunted  up  from 
the  darkness  of  antiquity  the  principles  of  their  free  Go- 
vernment. These  were  hammered  on  the  popular  anvil, 
mull  they  became  familiar  to  every  breast.  This  drove 
Jamcn  fidin  the  Kingdom,  and  ushered  in  the  glorious  i\e- 
volution. 


I  will  conclude  with  an  instance  that  comes  home  to  our 
own  case.  The  Netherlands  contained  seventeen  Provin- 
ces. They  were  free,  and  enjoyed  great  privileges.  But 
free  Stales  are  always  viewed  with  jealousy.  Charles  V 
invaded  and  fiercely  attacked  many  of  their  rights.  His 
successor,  Fhilip  II,  King  of  Spain,  followed  the  same 
jilan,  and  materially  altered  their  Constitution.  Tlie  peo- 
ple perceived  the  innovations,  and  were  determined  to 
oppose  the  encroachments  of  power,  and  lop  off  the  excres- 
cences from  their  Constitution,  by  hazarding  the  event  of 
a  civil  war.  This  they  attempted  under  the  most  discour- 
aging circumstances.  Awed  by  a  soldiery  quartered  in 
their  bowels,  wiili  Alva,  an  accomplished  officer  of  great 
experience,  at  their  head  ;  terrified  by  the  tortures  of  the 
inquisition,  which  iiad  drove  most  of  their  enterprising 
leaders  out  of  the  nation — all  these  hazards,  difficulties, 
and  dangers,  they  dared  to  encounter,  lor  the  preservation 
of  their  rights  and  their  old  Constitution.  Watered  in 
blood,  the  jjlant  grew,  spread,  and  gloriously  flourished. 
The  event  of  the  struggle  was  a  rich  compensation. 
Seven  of  the  seventeen  Provinces  threw  off  the  yoke. 
The  other  ten  were  reduced  to  Spanish  servility — .to 
something  worse  than  death. 

It  is  not  the  beauties  of  nature,  says  one,  that  can  cap- 
tivate alone.  Freedom  polishes  their  lustre,  and  gives  a 
relish  to  every  other  pleasure.  Without  it  they  look 
gloomy  and  uninviting.  Hence  in  the  countries  of  Bur- 
gundij,  &ic.,  in  France,  though  naturally  luxuriant,  the 
jjoople  are  miserable  and  unhapjjy.  Whereas  in  Swisser- 
land,  the  native  smiles  and  is  coiilented.  Liberty  produ- 
ces comfort — nay,  plenty — even  among  rocks.  She  smileth 
in  the  sternest  regions.  She  blesses  in  spite  of  nature  ; 
and  in  spile  of  nature  tyranny  brings  curses. 

Leaving  you  to  your  own  reflection  and  natural  pene- 
tration until  my  next,  let  me  remind  you  that  inattention 
and  pusillanimity  are  equally  dangerous.  Let  me  conjure 
yoti  by  the  groans  and  cries  of  an  enslaved  Turk;  by  the 
racking  tortures  of  a  Spanish  inquisition  ;  by  every  motive, 
by  every  principle  that  can  reach  your  hearts;  by  that  af- 
fection towards  your  Country  that  should  animate  you  as 
its  guardians;  by  those  sentiments  that  should  influence 
you  as  men  and  as  Christians;  by  that  tenderness  and 
sympathy  which  results  from  a  reflection  on  those  endear- 
ments that  brighten  the  chain  of  existence  and  make 
beings  happy  ;  by  life,  by  death,  by  every  duty  and  ob- 
ligation that  respects  time  or  eternity — be  determined,  at 
every  risk,  at  every  hazard,  to  struggle  to  the  last  to  save 
yourselves  and  the  community,  your  immediate  and  remote 
posterity,  from  the  fate  of  Greece  and  Rome,  of  France 
and  Spain.  On  this  critical  period  depends  the  destiny  of 
Kingdoms  and  Empires  for  ages  yet  to  come. 

ADOrtESS  OF  TIIK  PRINCIPAL    INH  AB  ITANTS  OF  TH K    ANCIENT 
BOROUGH    OF    PERTH. 

Address  of  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  ancient  Bo- 
rough o{  Perth,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  the  Honour- 
able Colonel  James  Murray,  Reinesentative  in  Parliament 
for  the  Comity  of  Perth. 

To  the  king's  Most  Erccllcnt  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  subjects,  the  principal  inha- 
bitants of  your  ancient  Borough  of  Perth,  beg  leave,  at 
this  important  crisis,  to  testify  our  grateful  sense  of  the 
many  blessings  we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  onr  abhorrence  of  the  unnatural  and  unprovoked 
rebellion  which  has  been  excited  among  our  deluded  fel- 
low-subjects ni'  America,  by  the  artifices  of  ambitious  and 
designing  men. 

The  lenient  measures  which  your  Majesty,  induced  by 
your  paternal  tenderness,  had  emplo3ed  fori eclaiming  that 
infatuated  people,  having  proveil  ineffectual,  your  Majesty 
has  at  last  been  conipelled,  by  their  obstinate  disobedience, 
to  have  recourse  to  more  vigorous  exertions.  We  think 
ourselves  bound,  by  every  consideration  of  duly  and  inte- 
rest, to  declare  our  rescjiulion  to  snp|)ort  your  iMajesty  on 
this  occasion,  so  far  as  we  are  able,  in  our  several  stations 
and  professions,  being  convinced  that  the  supremacy  of  the 
Ihitish  Legislature  over  the  Colonies  is  essential  to  the 
hiirmony,  strength,  and  happiness  of  the  whole  Empire 

.Ngv^.iibcr -1,  1775. 
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ADDRESS   OF   THE    BOROUGH    OF    LINLITHGOW. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council  of  tlie 
Borough  o{  Linlilhgoiv,  in  Council  assembled,  presented 
to  His  Majesty  by  Sir  James  Cocfcbuni,  Baronet,  tiieir 
Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Eicclleni  jMnjcsti/. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's ancient  Borough  o{  Linlithgou',  in  Council  assem- 
bled, beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal  presence,  and 
declare  our  abliorience  of  that  pernicious  spirit  of  licen- 
tiousness and  avowed  rebellion  that  prevails  among  some 
of  the  Colonies  in  America.  Nor  can  we  regard  with 
less  abhorrence  any  persons  who  by  their  conduct  have 
contributed  to  kindle,  or  siill  continue  to  encourage  and 
foment  this  rebellion,  which  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of 
every  good  citizen  to  oppose  and  suppress. 

It  is  with  no  less  astonishment  than  indignation  that  we 
behold  the  misled  and  deluded  Colonies,  who  have  been 
nursed  up  from  feeble  beginnings  to  opulence  and  great- 
ness, by  the  tender  care  of  their  Parent  State,  and  pro- 
tected from  all  their  enemies  in  tlie  full  enjoyment  of  all 
their  advantages,  at  an  immense  expense  ;  who  are  blessed 
with  the  most  excellent  Constitution  the  woild  ever  knew, 
enjoy  the  most  mild  and  equal  laws,  and  live  under  your 
Majesty's  most  gracious  reign,  hurried  into  a  behaviour  so 
undutilnl  to  your  Majesty  and  their  Parent  State,  and  so 
destructive  to  themselves. 

But  while  our  thoughts  dwell  with  deep  concern  on  this 
subject,  permit  us,  great  Sire,  to  say,  we  are  fully  confi- 
dent such  wisdom  and  vigour  in  council,  such  spirit  in 
enterprise,  such  conduct  and  firmness  in  execution,  will  be 
exerted  under  your  Majesty's  auspicious  direction,  as,  by 
the  blessing  of  Heaven,  may  soon  suppress  this  rebellion 
and  all  its  abettors;  reduce  the  deluded  Colonists  lo  a 
sense  of  duty  and  loyalty,  restore  peace,  establish  and  ex- 
tend commerce,  and  diffuse  a  spirit  of  unanimity,  the 
strength  of  every  State,  over  all  tlie  extensive  Dominions 
o(  the  British  Empire. 

To  compass  these  important  ends,  our  most  zealous  en- 
deavours shall  be  cheerfully  and  vigorously  exerted. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  most  firm 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  your  sacred  person,  family,  and 
Government.  That  your  Majesty  may  long  reign  in  the 
hearts  of  a  free,  united,  happy,  and  grateful  people;  and 
iliat  some  of  your  Majesty's  illustrious  race,  inheriting 
your  royal  virtues  as  well  as  thione,  may  rule  in  these 
realms  to  latest  posterity,  is  the  sincere  and  hearty  prayer 
of  this  community. 

This,  in  their  name,  in  their  presence,  and  at  their  ap- 
pointment, is  subscribed  by 

Robert  Clark,  Frorost. 

Linlitligow,  November  1,  1775. 


ASSEMBLY   OF   JAMAICA. 

Kingston,  Jamaica,  November  4,  177:.. 

On  Tucsildtj  the   honourable    House   of  Assembly  met, 
Hccording  to  I'roclamation,  when  his   Excellency  the   Go- 
vernour  was  pleased  to  open  the  session  with  the  following 
speech  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 

jMr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly: 

As  1  have  very  satisfactory  experience  of  your  zeal  for 
the  prosperity  of  this  Country  and  attachment  to  its  inte- 
rests, it  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  I  meet  you  again  in 
General  Assembly. 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assemhhj  : 

I  have  hitherto  found  you  very  ready  to  grant  sutli- 
cient  supplies  for  the  support  of  Government,  and  all  the 
exigencies  of  the  publicU  service.  I  ask  no  more,  and 
promise  myself  you  will  cheerfully  raise  them. 

The  state  of  the   foits  and   fortifications  shall    be   laid 
before  you,  which  I  recommend  to  your  most  serious  con- 
sideration. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  : 

I  firmly  trust  the  business  of  this  session  will  be  carried 
on  with  harmony  among  yourselves,  and  the  advantages  of 


His  Majesty's  service  ;  which  you  cannot  better  or  more 
acceptably  promote,  than  by  consulting  the  good  of  his 
subjects. 

You  may  de|)end  upon  my  hearty  co-operation  with  you 
in  every  measure  which  may  tend  to  such  desirable  pur- 
|)oses. 

To  his  Eictllency  Sir  Basil  Keith,  Knight,  Captain- 
General,  Governour,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  Ja- 
maica, &I-C. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Assembly  : 
May  it  please  your  Excelknry  : 

We,  His  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Assembly  o(  Jamaica,  return  your  Excellency  our  sincere 
thanks  for  your  speech  at  the  opening  of  this  session. 

^Ve  are  hajipy  that  our  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  this 
Country,  and  attachment  to  its  interest,  are  satisfactory  to 
your  Excellency.  We  could  not  expect  less  from  a  gen- 
tleman so  well  disposed  to  promote  its  happiness. 

The  necessary  supplies  for  the  sup[)ort  of  Government, 
and  the  exigencies  of  the  publick,  we  shall  cheerfully 
grant;  and  your  Excellency's  recommendation  will  be  an 
additional  motive  for  our  immediately  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  state  of  the   forts  and  fortifications. 

Gratitude  to  our  Sovereign  for  the  many  benefits  we 
enjoy  under  his  auspicious  reign,  and  our  desire  to  express 
that  gratitude,  by  endeavouring  to  render  your  Excellen- 
cy's Government  easy,  will  impel  us  to  carry  on  the  pub- 
lick  business,  as  far  as  regards  us,  with  harmony  ;  and,  being 
certain  of  your  Excellency 's  concurrence  in  every  measure 
for  the  publick  advantage,  we  shall  endeavour  to  promote 
His  Majesty's  service,  by  consulting  the  good  of  his  sub- 
jects. 

To  which  his  Excellency  was  ])leased  to  return  tlie  fol- 
lowing answer : 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly: 
I  sincerely  thank  you  for  your  address. 
Your  gratitude  to  the  best  of  Sovereigns  will  be  extremely 
pleasing  to  him  ;  for  his  first  wish  is  to  reign  in  the  hearts 
of  his  subjects.  The  manner  in  which  you  mean  to  show 
that  gratitude  calls  fortii  feelings  I  want  words  to  express; 
but  I  hope,  by  every  act  of  administration,  to  convince 
you  and  your  constituents,  that  no  man  is  more  warmly 
interested  than  I  am  in  the  prosjierity  u(  Jamaica. 


FRANCIS    MENTZES  TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 
Philadelphia,  November  4,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir  :  Finding  that  a  Battalion  is  now  raising 
in  the  Vrov'ince  o(  Fennsylvania,  for  yl/ner/tYot  Continental 
service,  and  being  informed  that  the  Adjutant,  as  well  as 
Field-Ollicers,  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  honourable  the 
Continental  Congress,  in  which  you  preside,  I  beg  leave 
to  address  myself  to  you,  as  a  gentleman  ever  willing  to 
take  notice  of  those  who  may  be  capable  of  assisting,  in 
any  manner,  the  grand  cause  of  all  British-America.  I 
have  made  some  a])plication  to  the  Assembly  o(  Peiinsyl- 
x^ania,  for  an  office  in  the  Battalion  now  raising,  but  have 
not  liad  the  influence  of  those  gentlemen  who  are  nomina- 
ted by  the  Assembly  for  officers.  I  am  desirous  to  enter 
into  tlie  service  of  the  United  Colonies  of  North  America, 
in  their  present  opposition  to  tyranny  and  oppression,  and 
that  not  from  motives  of  self-interest,  but  willing  and  could 
wish  to  be  employed  to  act  in  the  office  to  wiiich  I  have 
the  confidence  to  think  myself  equal.  I  am  w-illing  to  be 
put  to  the  trial.  I  could,  perhaps,  say  much,  from  the  op- 
portunities 1  have  had  in  Germany,  during  the  last  war,  but 
think  most  prudent  not  to  be  ostentatious.  My  greatest 
ambition,  at  present,  is  to  become  Adjutant  to  the  Batta- 
lion now  raising  in  Pennsylvania ;  an  office  which  I  take 
the  liberty  to  say  I  perfectly  understand,  as  well  in  the 
field  as  in  garrison.  Pardon  mo,  Sir,  the  liberty  I  have 
taken  to  address  you  in  writing.  As  to  my  private  character, 
gentlemen  with  whom  you  are  acquainted,  particularly 
Colonel  George  Ross  and  James  fi'ilson,  both  of  the  Con- 
gress, u  ill  vouch  for  me. 

I  am  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Francis  Mentzf.s. 
To  the  Honourable /o/i7i  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 

Continental   Congress. 
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TO   THE  NEW-VORK   COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY. 

Philadelpliia,  November  4,  1775. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Committee:  I  sincerely  sympa- 
thize with  you  in  your  distress,  and,  from  ilie  inhuman  pro- 
ceedings of  those  tyrants  that  infest  America,  1  am  afraid 
your  valuable  Town  of  A'f!<'- For^' is  in  danger  of  being 
burnt.  I  would  therefore  recommend  to  you  to  prepare 
fire- vessels,  which,  properly  made  use  of,  will  defend  you 
against  your  infernal  enemies,  and  save  your  Town,  which 
is  valuable.  1  am  of  opinion  1  am  possessed  of  a  know- 
ledge that  would  be  efficacious  in  burning  such  vessels  as 
may  come  to  do  you  damage  ;  but  as  my  situation  requires 
me  to  conceal  my  name,  at  present,  it  would  not  be  pru- 
dent it  should  yet  be  known,  as  it  may  be  attended  with 
ill  consequences  to  me  ;  neither  would  it  be  prudent  to  risk 
my  advice  without  an  advantage  in  proportion  to  the  ser- 
vice 1  may  do.  Should  you,  therefore,  gentlemen,  con- 
ceive the  above  proposal  to  be  of  any  importance,  and 
deservini;  of  an  answer,  be  pleased  to  direct  to  A,  at  the 
£,on</on  Coffee-House,  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Hugh  James,  the 
bar-keeper. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

A. 
To  the  Chairman  of  the  C'ommittce  of  Safety,  in  New- 
York.  

Bv  the  Council  of  Massachusetts-Bav, 
A  Proclamation  for  a  Pullick  Thanksgiving. 
Although,  in  consequence  of  the  unnatural,  cruel,  and 
barbarous  measures  adopted  and  pursued  by  \\\e  British 
Administration,  great  and  distressing  calamities  are  brought 
upon  our  oppressed  Country,  and  on  this  Colony  in  par- 
ticular, we  feel  the  dreadful  etlects  of  civil  war,  by  which 
America  is  stained  with  the  blood  of  her  valiant  sons,  who 
have  bravely  fallen  in  the  laudable  defence  of  our  rights 
and  privileges:  Our  capital,  once  the  seat  of  justice,  opu- 
lence, and  virtue,  is  unjustly  wrested  from  its  proper  owners, 
who  are  obliged  to  flee  from  the  iron  hand  of  tyranny,  or 
are  held  in  the  unrelenting  arms  of  oppression  ;  our  sea- 
ports greatly  distressed,  and  towns  burnt  by  the  foes,  who 
have  acted  the  parts  of  barbarous  incendiaries:  And  al- 
though the  wise  and  holy  Governour  of  the  woild  has,  in 
his  righteous  providence,  sent  droughts  into  this  Colony, 
and  wasting  sickness  into  many  of  our  Towns,  yet  we  have 
the  greatest  reason  to  adore  and  praise  the  supreme  Dis- 
poser of  Events,  who  deals  infinitely  better  with  us  than  we 
deserve,  and,  amidst  all  his  judgments,  hath  remembered 
mercy,  by  causing  the  voice  of  health  again  to  be  heard 
amongst  us.  Instead  of  famine,  affording  to  an  ungrateful 
people  a  competency  of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of 
life  ;  in  remarkably  preserving  and  protecting  our  troops, 
when  in  apparent  danger,  while  our  enemies,  with  all  their 
boasted  skill  and  strength,  have  met  with  loss,  disappoint- 
ment, and  defeat;  and,  in  the  course  of  his  good  provi- 
dence, the  Father  of  Mercies  hath  bestowed  upon  us  many 
other  favours,  which  call  for  our  grateful  acknowledgments: 
Therefore,  we  have  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  the 
(■ouncil  and  House  of  Representatives,  to  appoint  Thurs- 
day, the  23d  day  of  November  instant,  to  be  observed 
as  a  day  of  publick  Thanksgiving  throughout  this  Colony; 
hereby  calling  upon  ministers  and  people  to  meet  for  reli- 
gious worship  on  said  day,  and  devoutly  to  offer  up  their 
unfeigned  praises  to  Almighty  Cwo(l,{he  source  and  benevo- 
lent bestower  of  all  good,  for  his  affording  the  necessary 
means  of  wibsistence,  though  our  commeice  has  been  pre- 
vented, and  the  sup|ilies  from  the  fishery  denied  us  :  That 
such  a  measure  of  health  is  enjoyed  among  us  ;  that  the 
lives  of  our  officers  and  soldiers  have  been  so  remarkably 
preserved,  while  our  enemies  have  fell  before  them:  That 
the  vigorous  efforts  which  have  been  used  to  excite  the 
savage  vengeance  of  the  wilderness,  and  rouse  ibe  Indians 
to  arms,  that  an  unavoidable  destruction  might  come  upon 
our  frontiers,  have  been  almost  miraculously  defeated : 
That  our  unnatural  enemies,  instead  of  ravaging  the  Coun- 
try with  uncontrolled  sway,  are  confined  within  such  nar- 
row limits,  to  their  own  mortification  and  distress,  environed 
by  an  American  Army,  brave  and  determined:  That  such  a 
hand  of  inVion,  founded  upon  the  best  principles,  unites  the 
Ainciican  Colonies:  That  our  rights  and  privileges,  both 
civil  and  religious,  are  so  far  preserved  to  us,  nolwiihstantl- 


ing  all  the  attempts  of  our  barbarous  enemies  to  deprive  us 
of  them.  And  to  offer  up  humble  and  fervent  prayers  to 
Almighty  God,  for  the  whole  British  Empire,  especially 
for  the  United  American  Colonies :  That  he  would  bless 
our  civil  rulers,  and  lead  them  into  wise  and  prudent  mea- 
sures in  this  dark  and  difficult  day:  That  he  would  endow 
our  General  Court  with  all  that  wisdom  which  is  |)rofitable 
to  direct :  That  he  w^ould  graciously  smile  upon  our  en- 
deavours to  restore  peace,  preserve  our  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  hand  them  down  to  posterity:  That  he  would 
give  wisdom  to  the  American  Congress,  equal  to  their  im- 
portant station:  That  he  would  direct  the  Generals  and 
ihe  American  Armies,  wherever  employed,  and  give  them 
success  and  victory:  That  he  would  jireserve  and  strengthen 
the  harmony  of  the  United  Colonies  :  That  he  would  pour 
out  his  s))irit  upon  all  orders  of  men  through  the  land  ; 
bring  us  to  a  hearty  repentance  and  reformation  ;  purify 
and  sanctify  all  his  churches:  That  he  would  make  ouis 
Emanuel's  land  :  That  he  would  sfireail  the  knowledge  of 
the  liedeemer  through  the  whole  earili,  and  fill  the  world 
with  his  glory. 

And  all  servile  labour  is  foibidden  on  said  day. 
Given  under  our  hands,  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Ifa- 
tertown,  the  fourth  da,y  oi  November,  m   the  year  of  the 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 
By  their  Honours'  command: 

Pekez  Morton,  Deputy  Secretary. 
James  Otis,  Benjamin  Lincoln, 

Walter  Spooner,        Michael  Farley, 
Caleb  Cushing,  Joseph  Palmer, 

Joseph  Gerrish,  Samuel  Holten, 

John  Whetcomb,         Jabez  Fisher, 
Jedediah  Foster,        Moses  Gill, 
James  Prescott,  Benjamin  White. 

Eldad  Taylor, 

Gon  save  the  People. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO  JOSIAH    QUINCY. 

Cambridge,  November  4,  177.5. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  31st  ult.  was  presented  to  ido 
)esterday.  I  thank  you,  as  I  shall  do  every  gentleman, 
for  suggesting  any  measure  which  you  conceive  to  be  con- 
ducive to  the  publick  service  ;  but  in  the  adoption  of  a 
])lan,  many  things  are  to  be  considered  to  decide  upon  the 
utility  of  it.  In  the  one  proposed  by  you,  I  shall  not  under- 
take to  determine  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be 
bad;  but  thus  nmch  I  can  say,  that  if  there  is  any  spot 
upon  the  main,  which  has  an  equal  command  of  the  ship- 
channel  to  Boston  harbour,  (and  give  me  leave  to  add  that 
Point  Alderton  is  not  without  its  advocates.)  in  all  other 
respects  it  must  have  infinitely  the  preference  ;  because  the 
expense  of  so  many  batteries  as  }ou  propose,  with  the 
necessary  defences  to  secure  the  channel,  the  communica- 
tion, and  a  retreat,  in  the  dernier  resort,  from  the  east  end 
of  Long-Island,  are  capital  objections.  Not,  1  confess,  of 
such  importance  as  to  weigh  against  the  object  in  view,  if 
the  scheme  is  practicable.  But  what  signifies  Long-Island, 
Point  Alderton,  Dorchester,  Jkc,  while  we  are  in  a  man- 
ner destitute  of  cannon,  and  compelled  to  keep  the  little 
powder  we  have  for  the  use  of  the  musketry.  The  know- 
ledge of  this  fact  is  an  unanswerable  argument  against  every 
place,  and  may  serve  to  account  for  my  not  having  viewed 
the  several  spots  which  have  been  so  advantageously  spoken 
of.  I  am  not  without  intentions  of  making  them  a  visit, 
and  shall  assuredly  do  myself  the  honour  of  calling  upon 
you.  In  the  mean  while,  permit  me  to  thank  you  most 
cordially  for  your  polite  invitation,  and  to  assure  you  that 
1  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
Josiah  (-^uinnj,  Braintrce. 


STEPHEN    MOVLAN   TO   THE    COMMITTEE   OF   SAFETY    OF 
DEDHA.M. 

Cambridcre,  November  4,  177.3. 

Gentlemen:  His  Excellency  received  a  letter,  dated 
the  2Gth  ultimo,  from  David  Parker,  in  which  he  most 
patlietically  rieplores  his  situation.  After  the  most  solemn 
assurances  of  contrition  for  the  part  he  acteil,  and  strong 
declaialions  of  his   reijard  for  the  liberties  of  his  Countrv, 


1353 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  fcc,  NOVEMBER,  H" 


1354 


he  prays  that   the  arrest   under  which   lie   now  is  may  be  commander  of  the  Privateer  JVarren,  has  carried  a  sloop, 

removed.      1  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency,  to  loaded  with  wood,  as  I  am  informed,  bound  \o  Boston,  into 

let  you  know  that  he  has  no  objection  to  his  enlargement,  Fortsmonth.     I  have  heard  nothing  concerning  the  rest  of 

provided  he  can  make  it  appear  clear  to  you  that  he  is  no  the  privateers  since  their  sailing. 

longer  inimical  to  the  Country.  I  shall  wait  your  Excellency's  orders  with  regard  to  the 

I  am  your  most  humble  servant,  above  ;   and   beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself  your  Excel- 

Stp:phen   Moylan.  lency's  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Dccl/inm. 


William  Rartlett. 
To  his  Excellency  General  Jt'ashington. 


STEPHEN   MOVLAN   TO   DAVID   PAIIKEU. 

Cambridge,  November  4,  177.'). 

Sir:  By  his  Excellency's  command,  I  wrote  this  day 
to  the  Comniittee  of  Safety  of  Dtilhitm,  letting  them  know 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  your  enlargement,  provided 
you  satisfied  them  that  you  are  not  inimical  to  the  liberties 
of  your  Country. 

1  am.  Sir,  &ic.,  Stephen  Movla.v. 

To  .Mr.  David  Parker. 

sr;;i'HKV  mjyi.w  t,j  svMUt;r,  good.vin-. 

He;id-yimrters,  Novcmb.^r  1,  1775. 

Sir  :  1  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  28th  iilt.  He  is  pleased 
that  you  had  supplied  Colonel  Arnold  with  the  plans  for 
his  route  to  QiieUck.  If  it  hereafter  should  be  found  neces- 
sary to  lay  out  the  road  you  mention,  his  Excellency  won't 
be  unmindful  of  your  offers  of  service  for  that  purpose. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

„,     ,,         7  i-.     J    •      r  Stephen  Muylan. 

10  ,'iamurl  (roodicin,  t,sq. 

WILLIAM   BARTLETT  TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Beverly,  November  4,  1775. 

Sir  :  Since  I  have  had  the  honour  of  a  commission  under 
your  Excellency,  I  have  never  had  an  o]iportunity  before 
10  return  you  my  hearty  thanks.  The  honour  conferred 
on  ine  I  gratefully  acknowledge,  and  hope  I  shall  be  able 
so  far  to  do  my  duty  as  to  meet  with  the  approbation  of 
your  Excellency;  if  so,  1  am  sure  of  doing  honour  to  my 
Country,  which  is  my  sincere  desire. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  your  Excellency,  that 
this  morning,  at  daylight,  there  appeared  two  sloops  at 
anchor  under  one  of  our  islands,  called  by  the  name  of  the 
Misery.  One  of  them  came  to  sail,  and  went  in  a  direct 
course  lor  Boston ;  the  other,  being  very  much  torn  to 
pieces  in  tlie  gale  of  wind,  was  unfit  to  proceed  on  her  in- 
tended voyage.  Two  resolute  people,  in  a  small  boat, 
went  off,  and  took  possession  of  iier  before  we  knew  of  it 
in  this  part  of  the  Town.  However,  some  of  Captain 
Broivn's  Company  of  stationed  men,  together  with  a  num- 
ber of  inhabitants,  armed,  went  down  and  brought  her  up 
safe  in  this  harbour.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  taking 
her  under  my  care.  My  instructions  are  short  with  re- 
gard to  such  prizes;  as  I  hope  many  such  may  be  taken, 
which  Providence  may  force  into  our  harbours  in  gales  of 
wind,  before  next  spring,  beg  your  Excellency  will  gi\e  me 
particular  instructions  with  regard  to  them.  I  find,  by  ex- 
amination, that  Captain  Ritchee  has  been  a  long  while 
out  of  Boston,  has  been  blown  off  the  roast  as  far  as  the 
latitude  thirty-eight  ;  but  there  being  no  log-book  on  board, 
must  refer  to  the  bills  of  parcels  for  the  confirmation  of  the 
matter  with  regard  to  tlie  time  he  has  been  I'lom  Boston. 
1  have  procured  ail  the  papers  on  board  of  her,  and  send 
them  to  your  Excellency  by  Captain  Brown.  Captain 
Ritchec's  crew  consists  of  his  father,  one  while  man,  one 
mulatto  fellow,  one  negro,  and  two  women,  passengers, 
which  I  shall  keep  secure  until  further  orders  from  )0ur 
Excellency.  As  CapXam  Ritchee  had  the  original  bills  of 
parcels,  I  thought  it  would  be  most  satisfactory  to  send  them 
up  to  you,  which  1  believe  contain  the  chiefest  part  of  her 
cargo,  except  one  barrel  of  pork,  one  barrel  of  flour,  and  one 
barrel  and  one  hogshead  of  rum,  part  of  a  hogshead  of  to- 
bacco, and  one  trunk  o(  English  goods.  Your  Excellency 
will  find,  by  some  of  the  papers  enclosed,  that  Captain 
Ritchee  has  been  one  voyage,  if  no  more,  to  Annapolis, 
and  carried  up  provisions  to  the  Ministerial  Army;  and 
make  no  doubt  but  his  intentions  were  the  same  now,  if 
Providence  had  not  frowned  upon  him. 

1  would   inform  your  Excellency  that  Captain  Adams, 


JOHN  ADA.MS  TO  ELBRIDCE  GERRY. 

I'bihidilpl.ia,  November  5,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  under  such  restrictions,  injunctions,  and 
engagements  of  secrecy,  respecting  every  thing  which  passes 
in  Congress,  that  1  cannot  communicate  my  own  thoughts 
Ireely  to  my  friends,  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  ask  their  ad- 
vice and  opinions  concerning  questions  which  many  of 
them  understand  much  better  than  I  do.  This,  however, 
is  an  inconvenience  which  must  be  submitted  to,  for  the 
sake  of  superior  advantage. 

But  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  say,  that  I  think  we  shall 
soon  attend  to  maritime  affairs  and  naval  preparations.  No 
great  things  are  to  be  expected  at  first,  but  out  of  a  little  a 
great  deal  may  grow. 

It  is  very  odd  that  1,  who  have  spent  my  days  in 
researches  and  employments  so  very  different,  and  who 
have  never  thought  much  of  old  ocean,  or  the  dominion  of 
it,  should  be  necessitated  to  make  such  inquiries  ;  but  it  is 
my  fate  and  my  tkity,  and  therefore  I  must  attempt  it. 

I  am  to  inquire  what  number  of  seamen  may  be  found 
in  our  Province,  who  would  |3robably  enlist  in  the  service, 
either  as  marines,  or  on  board  of  armed  vessels,  in  the  pay 
of  the  Continent,  or  in  the  pay  of  the  Province,  or  on  board 
of  privateers  fitted  out  by  private  adventurers. 

1  must  also  entreat  you  to  let  me  know  the  names, 
places  of  abode,  and  characters,  of  such  persons,  belonging 
to  any  of  the  sea-port  Towns  in  our  Province,  as  are  quali- 
fied for  officers  and  commanders  of  armed  vessels. 

I  want  to  be  further  instructed,  what  ships,  brigantines, 
schooners,  &.C.,  are  to  be  found  in  any  port  of  the  Province, 
to  be  sold  or  hired  out,  which  will  be  suitable  for  armed 
vessels.  What  their  tonnage,  the  depth  of  water  they  draw, 
their  bi'eadth,  their  decks,  ike,  and  to  whom  they  belong, 
and  what  is  tlieir  age. 

Further,  what  places  in  our  Province  are  most  secure 
and  best  accommodated  for  building  new  vessels  of  force, 
in  case  a  measure  of  that  kind  should  be  thought  of.  The 
Committee  have  returned,  much  pleased  with  wliat  they 
have  seen  and  heard,  whicli  shows  that  their  embassy  will 
be  productive  of  happy  effects.  They  say  the  only  disagree- 
able circumstance  was,  that  their  engagements,  haste,  and 
constant  attention  to  business,  were  such  as  prevented  them 
from  forming  such  acquaintances  with  the  gentlemen  of  our 
Province  as  they  wished.  But  as  Congress  was  waiting 
for  their  return,  before  they  could  determine  upon  affairs  of 
the  last  moment,  they  had  not  time  to  spare. 

They  are  pretty  well  convinced,  I  believe,  of  several 
important  points,  which  they  and  others  doubted  before. 

JSeiv-Hainpshire  has  leave  to  assume  a  Government, 
and  so  has  South- Carolina;  but  this  must  not  be  freely 
talked  of  as  yet,  at  least  from  me. 

]\'eic-England  will  now  be  able  to  exert  her  slrengtJ!, 
which  a  little  time  will  show  to  be  greater  than  either  C/reat 
Britain  or  America  imagines,  i  give  you  joy  of  the  agree- 
aiile  prospect  in  Canada.  We  have  the  colours  of  the 
Seventh  Regiment,  as  the  first  fruits  of  victory. 
„     ,,      „,,    .  ,       ,,  John  Ad  ;Ms. 

To  Mr.  Etbndge  'jerry. 


CO.MMISSIONEUS    FOR  FORTIFICATIONS  TO  NATHANIEL  WOOD- 
HULL. 

Hifilil.inds.  November  5,  1775. 

Sir:  You  will  be  jdeased  to  lay  this  letter,  with  the  en- 
closed, before  the  honourable  Congress  for  this  Province, 
by  vvhicl)  they  will  see  the  necessity  there  is  of  immediately 
settling  those  matters  Mr.  Bedloiv  laid  before  them,  when 
he  was  in  New-York  last.  We  have  had  some  evil  per- 
sons already  among  us,  who  have  instilled  into  the  minds 
of  the  people  at  work  here,  that  there  is  no  security  for 
their  pay-     This  has  given  us  a  deal  of  trouble,  with  a  set 
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of  people  \vl)o?e  tempers  and  disposilions  are  as  various  as 
their  faces,  to  convince  to  the  contrary.    All  our  influence 
cannot  "et  tliein  to  work  on  Sundays.    An  order  from  the 
honouraTsle  Roard  on  this  head  will  have  great  weight,  to  he 
made  publick  here.     Some  of  the  artificers  who  were  em- 
ploved  by  the  master  workman  have  had  the  assurance  to 
say'ihuy  were  not  to  be  directed  by  the  C'onnnissioners,  but 
by  their  own  master  workman.     The  advanced  season  of 
the  year,  and  necessity  of  forwarding  tiie  works,  is  a  reason 
why  we  did  not  immediately  disband  them  from  the  work. 
We  are.  Sir,  wiih  esteem,  your  humble  servants, 
Samuel  Rayaud, 
VV  11,1,1AM  IJkdlow, 

Sa<Iunnd  UooMull,  K,,.  '^"""^'^^  ^''"^^'^''" 

COI,ONKL   ROMANS   TO    COMMISSIONERS  FOR  KORTI FIC  ATIONS. 
Foit  Coii^lilutmn,  Xuvci.iber  8,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Considering  myself  placed  by  the  Con- 
f'ress  in  a  very  conspicuous  rank,  which  reijuires  it  of  me 
That  I  should  watch  tho  interests  oi'  America,  as  far  as  in 
my  power  lies,  and  having  frequently  observed  that  the 
])hm  we  at  [iresent  pursue  is  a  very  lame  one,  for  the  re- 
medying of  \v':ich  I  have  often  oftered  my  discouibe,  but  as 
we  are  moiiKiiimily  interrupted  by  our  discontented  gen- 
try, I  rcsolveil  lo  pen  down  and  lay  before  you  the  follow- 
ing considerations,  in  our  present  situation  at  the  post  of 
Martctacr's  Rock,  in  the  Highlands: 

The  number  of  men  now  employed  on  die  fortifications 
are  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  they  being  distributed  as 
follows,  viz:  carpenters,  thirty-six;  masons,  twenty -se  ven  ; 
blacksmiths,  two;  miners,  four — 3i,\ty-nine  artificers:  stew- 
ard, one  ;  cooks,  five  ;  overseers,  three  ;  seamen,  employed 
as  such  on  shore,  two;  seamen,  employed  as  such  in  ves- 
sels, four;  inortar-nuikeis,  two;  actual  labourers,  fifty  one — 
sixty-eight.     Total,  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

This  disjiosition  is  the  most  erroneous  that  can  possibly 
be  imagined,  and  must  tend  to  retard  our  works;  nor  can 
we  pretend  to  do  any  thing  till  better  regulations  take 
place. 

This  will  appear  from  the  following  estimate,  which  I 
judge  to  be  right,  but  am  willing  to  submit  the  same  to  the 
opinion  of  any  able  engineer  or  engineers.  Each  mason 
ought  to  have,  as  attendants,  two  stone-breakers,  two  stone- 
carriers,  one  mortar-carrier;  five  in  all. 

With  this  assistance,  each  mason  will  with  ease  make 
one  hundred  cubical  feet  of  stone  wall  in  twelve  hours'  time, 
provided,  to  every  four  masons  one  miner  he  allowed,  lo 
work  in  the  quarry. 

Thus  it  is  evident,  that  our  twenty-seven  masons,  attend- 
ed by  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  labourers  and  seven  mi- 
ners, would  have  completed  the  two  thousand  four  hundred 
perches  of  stone  wall,  contained  in  ni)'  esliinate,  in  twenty- 
eight  days,  of  twelve  hours  each  ;  hut,  to  allow  for  e,\tra 
occurrences,  I  will  say  thirty  days. 

Then  it  follows  that  twenty-seven  masons,  suppose  them  to 
have  94-.  Gd.   |)er  day   each,  including   provisions,  will 

daily  cost, £I2   \6  6 

Seven  miners,  suppose  them  6s.,  provisions  in- 
cluded, is,  daily, '2     2  0 


£1 


Iri  (5 


Which  will  amount  in  thirty  da\s  to  £  15.1  10.^. 

N.  R.  Please  to  observe,  that  in  my  estimate  the 
labourers'  work  stands  as  a  separate  article. 

But  instead  of  such  a  regular  arrangement,  a  very  difler- 
ent  one  has  unhappily  taken  place  at  this  post,  by  which 
means  only  about  seven  hundred  perches  are  done.  What 
need  have  1  to  animadvert  on  so  palpable  an  absurdity  as 
that  of  the  half  of  fifty -one  labourers  to  attend  on  twenty- 
seven  masons?  I  say  one-half,  lor  surely  the  other  half 
must  be  allowed  for  the  attendance  on  our  car))enters. 

But  what  makes  it  worse,  this  very  day  on  w hich  I  write, 
1  am  reduced  to  the  dilemma  of  keeping  only  seven  masons 
on  the  principal  work;  the  oilier  twenty  are  necessarily 
cm|iloyed  in  breaking  and  carrying  stone,  by  reason  that  all 
the  labourers  are  employed  in  unloading  of  vessels,  there 
being  now  three  crait  at  the  pier  head,  and  for  fourteen  or 
fifteen  days  past  tliere  have  generally  been  two,  nor  are  we 
everwiihout  one  (at  least)  to  unload.     Thus  the  labourers 


are  all  taken  oft",  and  men  who  are  hired  for  seven  sliil- 
lings  and  six  jience  per  diem  do  that  labour,  for  the  doing 
of  which  men  may  be  had  at  fifty  shillings  per  month. 

Where,  then,  is  the  wonder  that  we  advance  not  as  we 
should  do,  and  that  the  expense  becomes  great? 

With  regard  to  the  timber  work  1  have  the  following  to 
oft'er.  We  are  on  an  island,  where  we  have  not  a  single 
stick  of  timber  fit  to  do  any  thing  with,  except  making  fire- 
wood, and  not  even  that,  as  most  is  a  shrubby  kind  of  pine; 
if  we  had  it,  the  expense  of  carrying  it  out  of  the  woods 
and  bringing  it  to  the  work  would  be  to  the  amount  of 
ten  shillings  per  hundred  feet,  especially  if  done  by  the 
labour  of  men  only,  without  oxen,  whereas  now  we  have 
good  oak  delivered  at  the  landings  at  six  shillings. 

I  will  undertake  and  promise  to  build  a  block-house,  such 
as  we  have  now  erected,  in  six  weeks,  with  six  hands  and 
two  oxen,  including  one  week  as  allowance  for  bad  wea- 
ther, whereas  now  twelve  carpenters  and  twenty  labourers 
have  been  employed  on  the  timber  work  thereof  since  the 
lOtli  of  October,  and  will  not  have  completely  done  till 
the  lOih  o(  November.  Nor  happens  this  by  reason  that 
the  men  are  idlers.  No.  But  they  are  not  conversant 
with  similar  work.  It  is  true  that  they  receive  the  timber 
in  a  muddy,  dirty  state,  with  a  bad  apjiearance,  but  it  is 
hewn  truer  than  they  are  able  to  do  it ;  then  to  reduce  it 
to  what  they  judge  to  be  a  true  stjuare,  they  line  it  and 
hew  halfway  down;  afterwards  turn  it,  line  it  again,  and 
hew  the  other  halfway.  Thus  a  piece  of  timber  is  lined 
eight  times,  and  hewed  to  these  eight  lines,  to  make  it 
worse  than  it  was.  Next,  the  piece,  through  the  lack  of 
oxen,  is  drawn  by  twenty  men  to  the  place  where  it  is 
wanted.  Here  the  carpenters  discover  it  not  to  be  hewn 
in  the  square,  and  line  it  and  hew  it  again  eight  times  over. 
Then  the  dovetail  is  cut,  and,  when  put  together,  they  see 
it  makes  bad  joints,  therefore  have  it  to  dub  over  again. 
Whereas  the  country  carpenter  (used  to  such  work)  hews 
the  whole  side  through  by  one  line,  and  thereby  leaves  it, 
when  he  parts  with  it,  truer  than  our  people  (unacquaint- 
ed with  such  work)  can  possibly  do. 

The  expense  of  one   block-house  stands,  therefore,  as 
follows  : 
The  timber  and   plank,  14,000  feet  at  6s.   per 

100  feet,       ----- £\-2     0  0 

2,000  shingles,  at  £5  per  M,       -     -     -     -       10     0  0 
Much  against  my  inclination   and   advice,  256 
iron  bolts  have  been  used,  instead  ol  so  many 
treenails.     These  weigh  each  5  pounds,  is 
l,2cO  pounds,  at  £28  per  ton,    -     -     -     -       17   18  4 
Necessary  iron,  275  pounds,  at  same  jiricc,    -         3   17  0 

200  weight  of  nails,  9  pence, 7    10  0 

AVoik  of  12  carpenters,  30  days,  at  9s.  6d.  per 

dav,  provisions  included,         -     -     -     -     -     lc'5     0  0 
In  my  estimate,  no  value  of  labour  in  limber- 
work  is  mentioned,  as  it  is  of  the  masons  ; 
therefore  1  must  add  20  labourers,  at  3s.  per 
ilay,  for  30  days,  provisions  included,     -     -      90     0  0 

£;3.36     5  4 

But  according  to  my  method  of  building,  with  such  peo- 
]ile  as  I  could  find,  the  timber,  necessary  iion,  shingles,  and 
nails,  would  be       .------..   £{53     7  0 

Instead  of  2.56  bolts,  as  many  treenails  would 

not  exceed          1100 

Six  carpenters,  36  days,  at  9s.  6d.  per  day,  pro- 
visions included, 102   12  0 

A   yoke  of  oxen,  teamster  included,  12s.    per 

day.  for  15  days, -     -         9     0  0 

£176     9  0 

The  country  carpenter  is  still  inferior  to  the  ship  carpen- 
ter for  our  work,  provided  we  can  get  him  equally  honest. 

From  the  above  small  specimen,  it  is  evident,  that  even 
in  the  cheapest  method,  timlier  at  this  place  becomes 
infinitely  higher  than  the  masonry,  and  1  am  now  con- 
vinced that  stone  towers,  of  the  nature  of  block-houses, 
woulil  not  amouiil  to  above  one  hundred  Pounds  each, 
complete,  at  this  place;  and,  when  finished,  tliey  are  pre- 
ferable. 

■Among  other  bad  regulations  that  have  taken  place  here, 
there  is  one  most  grievously  against  the  sound   policy  tliat 
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oui;lit  to  pievail.  Besides  the  carpenters  from  llie  city, 
some  country  carpenters  are  employed,  who  have  a  chiet, 
as  well  as  the  former,  and  being  a  more  diligent  set  of  peo- 
|)le  than  those  from  the  city,  have  very  deservedly  (though 
somewhat  injudiciously)  some  marks  of  special  favour  shown 
them. 

From  this  distinction  spiung  envy,  who  never  fails  in  all 
similar  cases  to  rear  her  head.  1  will  only  remark,  that 
such  favour  ought  to  have  been  shown  in  a  manner  somewhat 
less  open.  Yet,  in  favour  of  the  country  carpenters,  I  must 
say,  that  they  labour  harder,  and  do  not  stand  on  the 
piinctiliun  of  slated  hours,  [likewise,  I  believe,  had  the 
country  carpenters  been  first  engaged,  they  might  have  been 
hired  for  six  shillings  |)er  day,  and  thus  been  an  example 
to  the  others.  The  breach  is  already  pretty  large  between 
them.  Should  it  continue  to  widen,  so  that  it  becomes 
necessary  to  remove  one  party,  my  advice  is,  to  reiiKJve 
tiiose  from  tiie  City. 

We  have  seen  that  the  two  oxen,  in  one  day,  drew 
twelve  pieces  of  limber  and  four  pieces  of  camion  Iroin  the 
landing  to  the  block-house — a  labour  which  would  have 
employed,  according  to  our  experience,  twenty  men  for 
two  days.  In  other  matters,  this  holds  exactly  similar. 
Therefore,  twenty  men,  at  three  shillings  per  day,  provi- 
sions included,  is,  for  two  days,  six  pounds;  and  two  oxen, 
with  the  teamster,  cost,  if  hired  for  one  day,  twelve  shil- 
lings. Here  rises  a  balance  of  five  pounds  eigiit  shillings 
per  day. 

Your  winter's  filing  will  be  impossilile  to  get  without 
oxen.  In  getting  that,  and  drawing  of  timber,  each  yoke 
will  do  the  work  of  thirty  men,  at  least. 

This  makes  the  reason  appear  evident,  why  I  have  so 
strenuously  reconmiended  the  procuring  of  oxen.  They 
will  cost  thirty  bushels  of  corn  and  one  load  of  bay,  per 
head,  in  four  months — equal  to  about  seven  poimds  ;  and 
then,  if  care  is  taken  of  them,  they  will  sell  for  the  original 
price;  but  if  they  are  kept  in  the  same  manner  as  the  two 
we  have  now,  1  confess  they  had  better  be  left  alone,  for 
you  will  want  new  oxen  every  fourteen  days. 

The  next  and  greatest  grievance  to  be  considered  is,  the 
erroneous  principle  on  which  our  labourers  are  procured. 
Instead  of  hiring  them  for  a  month,  and  thereby  giving 
ihem  an  opportunity  of  harassing  us  in  the  shocking  man- 
ner they  do.  I  humbly  think,  gentlemen,  that  you  ought 
to  recommend  it,  that  they  be  enlisted  for  a  limited  time, 
suppose  six  months,  under  the  denomination  of  pioneers, 
or  whatever  else  may  be  thought  a  proper  appellation  for 
such  a  body. 

I  cannot  omit  mentioning,  that  when  I  first  took  a  su|)er- 
ficial  view  of  the  ground,  I  judged  it  to  be  less  rough  than 
it  proves  to  be.  1  likewise  thought  that  there  was  more 
wood,  which  made  me  put  down  more  axes,  bill-hooks,  and 
spades,  than  I  now  find  necessary,  we  being  here  in  the 
very  extreme  of  rough  ground.  Yet  the  number  sent  up 
is  more  disproportioned  than  even  my  rough  estimate.  1 
will  point  out  the  just  proportion  of  tools,  as  they  ought  to 
be  given  to  the  woikmen  ;  it  may  be  of  use. 

!n  extreme  rough  ground:  1— 10  shovels,  1-20  spades, 
1-16  miner's  hammers,  1-8  jumpers,  1-16  wedges  and 
cold  chisels,  1-8  small  crowbars,  1-40  large  do.,  with  claws, 
1-8  mauh,  1-16  pick-axes,  1-8  grubhing-hoes,  7-80  axes, 
1--20  bill-hooks. 

In  extreme  fine  soil :  1-4  spades,  1-2  shovels,  l-8grub- 
bing-hoes,  1-16  ]iick-axes,  1-40  axes,  3-SO  bill-hooks. 

The  mediums  must  be  calculated  according  to  the  nature 
of  soils  between  these  two  extremes. 

We  cannot  work  here  without  powder.  I  know  it  is 
scarce  ;  but  suppose  it  to  cost  even  ten  shillinLiS  per  pound, 
and  that  four  miners  make  eight  holes  per  diem,  with  an 
inch  auger,  wliich  require  each  two  and  a  half  inches  of 
powder.  This  will  make  twenty  inches  of  powder.  Now, 
twenty-one  inches  of  powder,  in  an  inch  hole,  make  three 
pounds;  therefore,  three  times  ten  is  thirty  shillings;  and 
four  miners,  at  six  shillings  per  day,  is  twenty-four  shil- 
lings— together,  two  pounds  fourteen  shillings.  And  these 
four  miners  will  break  more  stone  than  thirty  men  with 
mauls  can  do;  yet  these  thirty  men  would  cost  you,  pro- 
visions included,  three  shillings  each,  which  amounts  to 
four  pounds  ten  shillings  per  diem. 

Another  thing  I  have  to  remonstrate  to  you,  gentlemen. 
This  is,  that  the  Steward  never  yet  has  been  made  to  keep 


a  regular  book  of  the  accounts  of  his  delivery  of  provisions, 
&ic. ;  which,  however,  in  my  opinion,  is  highly  necessary. 
Likewise,  that  a  person  ought  to  be  appointed,  who  should 
take  an  exact  account  of  what  tools  are  delivered  out  in 
the  morning,  and  to  whom  ;  observing  at  night  that  the 
same  person  returns  a  similar  tool,  be  it  whole  or  broken. 
This  method  is  far  |)referable  to  that  of  throwing  by  a  bro- 
ken axe,  maul,  or  crowbar,  while  nobody  knows  how  tools 
are  expended.  In  my  humble  O])inion,  the  Steward  could 
do  this,  without  adding  much  vexatious  labour  to  his  pre- 
sent employment. 

The  number  of  strangers  who  come,  7ioIens  volens,  to 
visit  us,  is  a  gross  grievance.  A  rascal,  who  docs  not 
vouchsafe  to  lift  his  hat  to  us,  nor  even  avoids  to  insult  us, 
conies  into  our  innermost  recess,  and  interrupts  us,  perhaps 
at  a  time  when  we  are  consulting  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
numity. 

By  noticing  the  above  mistakes,  and  [iroperly  amending 
them,  I  make  no  dotd)t  but  we  will,  in  this  day  of  need, 
save  a  great  sum  of  money  for  our  countiy. 

I  entreat  you,  therefore,  to  endeavour  the  making  of  the 
necessary  alterations,  in  which  I  am  highly  interested,  by 
reason  that  the  rank  I  hold  endangers  me  of  being  made 
the  butt  against  which  all  resentment  may  break;  because, 
if  the  present  measures  continue,  my  calculations  will  prove 
erroneous  :  but  if  these  mistakes  in  [iroceedings  are  altered, 
as  T  |)ropose,  my  estimate  must  prove  true,  or  nearly  so. 
The  power  lies  with  you,  gentlemen.  I  have  never  re- 
ceived any  kind  of  instructions  from  the  Congress  or  Com- 
mittee, that  may  serve  me  as  a  line  for  the  regulation  of 
my  conduct,  except  that  I  understood  their  intentions  were, 
that  I  slioidd  give  you  my  advice,  and  therefore  consider 
myself  in  duty  bound  to  be  content  under  your  direction 
of  affairs  in  every  paiticular;  but  I  coidd  not  forbear  taking 
this  liberty,  in  telling  you  what  [  think  the  most  eligible 
path  to  pmsue. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  (Jenilemen,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  r,    ,-, 

To  the  Commissioners  for  Fortifications  at  the  Highlands. 

P.  S.  The  draught  of  the  above  writing  was  prepared 
before  Captains  BcJlow  and  Grcnell  came  up.  Since 
that,  some  variation  in  our  distribution  of  labourers  and 
masons  has  taken  place.  Though  it  is  better  than  the 
former,  it  is  still  very  absurd,  and  only  serves  to  show  the 
instability  of  our  plan. 

They  now  stand  thus,  viz  : 

Carpenters,  thirty;  masons,  sixteen  ;  smiths,  two — forty- 
eight  artificers  :  steward,  one  ;  cooks,  five  ;  overseers,  two  ; 
gunner,  one;  seamen  employed  on  shore,  two;  seamen 
employed  on  board  of  vessels,  four;  mortar-maker,  one; 
actual  labourers,  fifty-two — total,  sixty-eight.  In  all,  one 
hundred  and  sixteen. 


Estimate  of  the  Erpense  that  iinll  accrue  in  the  finishing 
the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  laid  before  the 
Committee  of  Safelij,  in  New- York,  on  the  2d  Octo- 
ber, 1775. 

2,400  perches  of  stone  wall,  each  perch  containing  UIA 
feet  in  length,  18  inches  high,  by  12  wide,  at  5s.  Gd.,  £660. 
2.J  bushels  of  unslacked  lime,  are  taken  up  by  each  perch, 
is  6,000  bushels,  6//.,  £1.50. 

1,000  pieces  of  ranging  timber,  IS  feet  long,  12  inches 
square,  for  five  block-houses,  and  for  the  merlons  of  the 
battery,  See.  This  contains  216,000  superficial  feet,  at 
6s.  per  hundred,  (at  Windsor  Landing.)  £618. 

1,.500  two-inch  plank,  for  platforms  of  the  battery  and 
floors  of  the  block-houses — 400  of  24  feet  long,  10  inches 
wide  ;  1,200  of  20  feet  long,  10  inches  wide — 19,600  feet ; 
say  50,000  feet,  (at  Windsor  Landing,)  at  6s.  per  hundred, 
£150. 

1,200  beams  and  sleepers,  for  block-houses  and  plat- 
forms, of  different  lengths,  from  8  to  21  feet  long,  9  inches 
by  3,  supposed  to  contain  50,000  feet,  (at  Windsor  Land- 
ing,) at  6s.  per  hundred,  £150. 

°3.200  for  each,  is  16,000  shingles  for  five  block-houses, 
at  £5  per  thousand,  £80. 

110  laths,  of  11  feet  long,  for  each,  is  700  laths,  of 
2.V  inches  by  1^,  for  the  rool^  of  five  block-houses,  aboiu 
£15. 
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80  rafters  of  16  feet  long,  80  rafters  of  ten  feet  long,  is 
160  lafters  for  the  block-liouses,  their  mean  measure  being 
6  inches  by  3,  is  3,120  feet,  at  6*.  per  hundred,  (at /Fmt/- 
sor,)  is  £9  Is.,  say  £10. 

■2,000  fascines,  for  levelling,  Sic,  will  cost  about  £25. 

4,000  pickets,  to  [licket  these  down,  made  out  of  about 
1,000  laths,  £20. 

500  tompions  for  loopholes,  about  £2. 

40  ports,  5  windows,  and  6  doors  for  block-houses  and 
magazines,  and  a  gate  and  wicket  for  the  citadel,  about 
£30. 

6,400  broad-headed  spikes,  for  the  gate  and  wicket,  and 
block-house  doors  and  windows,  10  to  a  pound,  of  iron,  is 
610  pounds;  14  bolts  of  10  pounds  each,  is  140  pounds; 
5  bolts  of  4  pounds  each,  20  pounds ;  26  hinges,  on  an 
average,  250  pounds ;  50  iron  hoops,  for  swivels,  about 
200  pounds;  small  iron  work,  about  200  pounds — in  all, 
1,450  pounds,  say  15  cwt.  wrought  iron,  at  \s.  per  pound, 
£75. 

Broad-headed  copper  nails  for  magazine  door,  360,  10 
to  a  pound,  36  pounds;  copper  hinges  and  bolls,  30 
pounds  ;  two  copper  circles,  or  busses,  for  vents,  20 
pounds — about  80  pounds  wrought  copper,  at  3s.  6d.  per 
pound,  £14. 

5  ordinary  locks,  £2;  1  large  lock,  £1  ;  1  copper  lock, 
£]  ;  about  1,000  pounds  nails,  £40;  5,000  treenails, 
about  £25. 

Necessary  tools — 6  stone  mauls,  20  very  large  pick  stone 
hammers,  20  pick-axes,  130  crowbars,  50  hand  bill-hooks, 
50  axes  and  hatchets,  50  spades,  40  mallets,  300  sand 
bags  of  crocus,  50  hand-barrows — about  £150. 

For  the  barracks,  80  by  20  feet :  2  sills,  4  by  5  inches, 
80  feet  long,  270  feet ;  2  plates,  4  by  6  inches,  80  feet 
long,  320  feet ;  25  beams,  4  by  6  inches,  20  feet  long, 
1,000  feet;  50  posts,  4  by  6  inches,  8  feet  long,  800  feet ; 
50  rafters,  4  by  4  inches,  13  feet  long,  870  feet ;  20  joists, 
4  by  4  inches,  14  feet  long,  360  feet ;  25  sleepers,  4  by  6 
inches,  20  feet  long,  1,000  feet — in  all,  4,620  feet,  at  6s. 
])er  hundred,  £14. 

5,000  shingles,  at  £5  per  thousand,  £25. 

250  laths,  14  feet,  about  £5. 

500  inch  boards,  M  feel,  at  10//.  per  board,  £20. 

200  inch  and  a  half  boards,  11  feet,  Is.  3(/.  per  board, 
£12  10s. 

400  pounds  nails,  at  ]0(/.  per  pound,  £l6  I3v.  4(1. 

2  double  stacks  of  chimneys,  of  brick,  £20. 

Store-house  and  guard  room,  60  by  20  feel:  2  sills, 
4  by  6  inches,  60  feet  long,  240  feet;  2  plates,  4  by  8 
inches,  60  feet  long,  320  feel  ;  20  beams,  4  by  6  inches, 
20  feet  long,  800  feet ;  40  posts,  4  by  6  inches,  9  feet 
long,  720  feet;  40  rafteis,  4  by  4  inciies,  15  feet  long, 
800  feet ;  15  joists,  4  by  4  inches,  14  feet  long,  280  feel ; 
20  sleepers,  8  by  3  inches,  20  feet  long,  280  feet — in  all, 
3,440  feet,  at  6s.  per  hundred,  £10  16s. 

4,000  shingles,  at  £5  per  thousand,  £20  ;  200  laths, 
£4  10s.;  .375  inch  boards,  £15;  180  inch  and  a  half 
boards,  £11  5s.;  300  pounds  nails,  £I2  10s.  ;  a  stack  of 
chimneys,  £10 — in  all,  £84  Is. 

Labour  of  and  provisions  for  150  men  four  months,  26 
days  to  the  month,  at  an  average  of  3s.  per  day,  £2,250. 

Entire  cost,  £4,695  4s.  4(/. 

Five  iron  stoves,  for  the  block-houses. 

The  above  is  exclusive  of  ropes,  &,c.,  lo  raise  the  guns, 
as  well  as  some  other  incidental  requisites,  such  as  trans- 
port of  stores  and  tools,  to  be  made  by  the  blacksmith  on 
the  spot,  as  also,  1  50.000  bricks,  the  price  of  which  I  am 

entirely  ignoiant  of.  n    ■>  i-     ■ 

•'    =^  I).  Ko.MANS,  J'^nrrmecr. 


COMMISSIONKKS    lOIt    KOICI  I  FIC  ATIONS  TO   COI.ONKL    ROMANS. 
Mart.:laci'.-.  Rock,  NovcinlKr  10,  1775. 

Sin:  Your  cnnsiilcraiions  on  the  conspicuous  light  you 
have  been  placed  in  al  this  post,  your  watchfulness  for  the 
interests  a[' America,  as  far  as  in  your  power  lies,  (suppose 
you  mean  in  the  expense  that  must  attend  our  present 
works,)  with  the  many  ct  ctierns  therein,  we  beg  leave  to 
make  the  following  re|ily  to. 

FirH.  As  to  the  erroneous  distribulion  of  one  hundred 
and  thirly-seven  artificers  and  labourers  at  the  post,  wIrmi 
you  drew  up  your  con~ideraiions — about  twent}-eigl)t  car- 


|)enters  and  nineteen  masons  have  come  to  this  post  since 
the  20th  October.  You  arrived  here  the  lOlh,  and  think 
it  would  have  been  your  duty  to  have  let  the  Commis- 
sioners know  the  proportion  of  labourers  wanted  to  the 
artificers  before  the  addition  of  the  latter  were  sent  from 
jSeic-Yorlc ;  and  we  do  not  recollect  that  even  then  you 
mentioned  it.  It  has  been  latterly  your  complaint,  on 
seeing  the  season  advance,  and  our  uneasiness,  that  we  had 
no  place  of  any  defence  finished.  To  your  judgment  we 
submit  what  quantity  of  cubical  feet  of  stone  a  mason  pro- 
perly attended  may  lay  in  twelve  hours.  We  confess  our 
ignorance  in  this  calculation  ;  but  this  we  certainly  are 
judges  of,  viz:  if  the  work  is  well  done,  and  the  artificers 
keep  close  to  it  the  proper  time  of  working.  The  disap- 
pointment of  one  hundred  men,  expected  u|)  soon  after  we 
landed  here,  you  are  no  stranger  to.  A  proper  attention 
should  have  been  paid,  in  your  mind,  to  the  labourers  that 
would  necessarily  be  wanted  frequently  to  unload  timber, 
lime,  brick,  shingles,  and  stores. 

Secondly.  In  regard  to  your  promise  to  build  a  block- 
house in  six  weeks,  with  six  hands  and  two  oxen,  you  may 
perforin  ;  but  remark  that  your  account  of  the  number  oi 
carpenters  and  labourers  employed  on  the  one  now  near 
finished  is  certainly  much  exaggerated,  as  to  the  whole 
time,  since  the  lOlh  of  October.  The  carpenters  not 
doing  the  work  of  it  in  a  workmanlike  manner,  you  was 
to  notice,  and  to  have  pointed  out  the  most  expeditions 
method,  as  we  were  frequently  expostulating  with  you  on 
the  backwardness  of  our  having  some  place  of  defence  fin- 
ished. As  to  oxen  being  cheaper  than  labourers  to  carry 
the  timber  from  the  pier-head  up  to  the  height  of  the  rock, 
where  the  block-house  is  erected,  may  be  just ;  but  )ou 
know  that  when  we  began  said  block-house,  we  scarcely  had 
a  road  up  to  it  from  said  pier  for  men  ;  then  a  cart  was  pro- 
posed, to  be  drawn  by  labourers;  a  road  was,  with  great 
labour,  made  for  that,  and  a  cart  procured.  About  three 
weeks  ago  you  proposed  the  hire  of  oxen,  and  three  pair 
to  be  got  directly;  one  pair  was  agreed  to,  and  every  step 
in  our  situation  taken  to  get  them.  A  letter  was  wrote 
to  the  Committee  of  Fishkill  to  assist  us;  a  boat  and  peo- 
ple employed  in  messages  to  procure  them  ;  three  pair  of 
team,  or  even  one,  ought  lo  have  been  [)rovided  w  iih  forage 
(none  being  on  this  rock)  before  they  were  brought  to  this 
place  to  be  worked  hard  amongst  rocks.  This  is  not  the 
work  of  a  day,  where  we  are  placed.  Y^our  calculation  of 
the  extra  iron,  in  lieu  of  treenails,  may  be  just ;  but  you 
will  be  pleased  to  observe,  it  was  a  case  of  absolute  neces- 
sity, as  you  had  never  mentioned  any  thing  of  treenails  till 
they  were  wanted,  and  then  informed  us  that  nothing  here 
was  fit  for  such  use  ;  that  only  locust  treenails  would  an- 
swer;  lliese  not  being  to  be  got,  after  many  applications, 
up  here,  the  block-house  could  not  be  left  waiting  for  them, 
as  our  orders  from  tlie  Provincial  Congress,  dated  the  28ih 
September,  were  to  get  at  least  twelve  guns  directly  mount- 
ed for  defence;  which  you  was  made  acquainted  with, 
on  your  return  to  this  post,  and  frequently  urged  to  get 
pert'ormed. 

Thirdly.  Your  calculations  of  the  expense  of  the  block- 
house, now  near  built,  (for  this  being  the  lOlh  oi  i^ovem- 
bcr,  it  is  not  yet  finished,)  we  think  not  exact  in  many 
aiticles.  Necessary  iron,  we  believe,  you  will  find  to  ex- 
ceed your  estimate.  All  that  we  have  to  say  further  on 
this  head  is,  that  we  are  of  opinion,  and  told  you  so,  that 
there  was  no  necessity  of  making  a  temporary  work  have 
an  elegant  outside  appearance,  and  the  inside  to  be  lined 
with  so  much  nicety  and  expense. 

You  say,  with  your  method  of  building,  and  workmen 
you  could  find,  you  could  build  such  a  block-house  for  one 
liundred  and  seventy-six  Pounds  nine  Shillings — something 
less  than  the  half  of  what,  by  your  estimale,  you  say  the 
present  one  will  cost.  We  should  be  glad  to  know  w)io, 
but  yourself,  constructed,  ordered,  and  particularly  direct- 
ed that  building,  (except  in  the  case  of  the  iron  bolts  in 
lieu  of  treenails?)  Had  the  limber  for  it  been  ordered  in 
pieces  of  length  equal  to  the  siiles,  instead  of  pieces  of 
eighteen  feet  long,  unwieldy  for  men  to  move  and  bring 
up  on  the  rock,  we  sliould  have  had  those  pieces  brought 
up  with  more  despatch,  and  not  have  seen  so  great  a  waste 
of  limber — sawed  fi'om  every  piece — lying  about  the  work. 
No  irifiing  extraordinary  expense  this. 

Fuurtlily.    We  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  you  mean 


1361  CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &ic.,  NOVEMBER,  1775.  1362 

by,  amongst  other  bad  regulations,  one,  and  that  grievously  ever  we  could  learn  from  any  paiticular  favours  shown  to 

against  sound  policy,  has  taken  place  here,  respecting  some  the  country  carpenters.    Your  addition  of  a  clerk  for  your- 

special  marks  of  favour  shown  by  us  (suppose  that  is  your  self,  is  an  officer  we  can  by  no  means  allow  of,  and  for  the 

meaning)  to  the  country  carpenters  above  the  York  car-  above  reason,  desire,  if  you  retain  him,  to  pay  and  provide 

penters.     Now,  we  request  you  would   point  out  this  spe-  provision  for  him  at  your  own  expense.    You  cannot  have 

cial   mark  of  favour.     Sure  we  are  that  the  country  car-  forgot  when  you  recommended  Mr.   Vandome  to  Messrs. 

|)enters  have  not  been  so  comfortably  accommodated  as  the  Bayard,  Bcdlow,  and  Hanson,  that  he  was  to  assist  you  in 

others,  having  no  fireplace  to  this  day  {November  lOih)  to  your  writing. 

go  to;  and,  according  to  your  own  confession,  they  are  Tenthly.  As  to  the  nuivdjer  of  unwelcome  guests  we 
the  most  faithful  workmen.  We  have  always  understood  so  frequently  have  had,  you  know  it  has  never  met  with 
that  it  was  both  just  and  sound  policy  to  reward  merit;  we  our  approbation;  and  have  frequently  informed  the  Pro- 
have  rather  been  deficient  in  this  to  those  deserving  men.  vincial  Congress  of  the  imjiropriety  of  suffering  it. 
If  you  had  heard  any  unreasonable  murmurs  from  the  l^or/i:  Lastly.  As  to  your  entreaty  to  make  the  necessary 
carpenters,  why  was  it  kept  from  us?  as  a  proper  in-  alterations  you  have  recommended  in  your  conclusion,  we 
quiry  might  have  been  made,  and,  if  unjust  murmurs,  the  think  the  above  a  sufficient  reply;  and  could  any  altera- 
persons  guilty  should  have  been  discharged  from  the  ser-  tion,  in  this  advanced  season  of  the  year,  take  place,  to 
vice.  The  rest  of  this  long  carpenters' affair  we  shall  leave,  advance  the  fori ifications,  no  persons  would  more  gladly 
thanking  you  for  your  advice  at  the  conclusion,  which  we  embrace  them  to  further  the  publick  service  we  are  en- 
think  would  be  very  impolilick,  in  these  times,  to  put  into  gaged  in,  as  we  think  ourselves  as  much  interested  to  do 
execution.  it,  in  the  rank  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  this 

Fifthly.     As  tlie  oxen  are  again   introduced,  with  an  Province  have  placed  us  in,  as  possibly  you  can  be.      We 

estimate  of  the  difference  of  twenty  men's  labour  and  two  know  the  powers  we  are  invested  with,  and  will  be  glad  to 

oxen,  with   the  teamster,  one  day,  in  which  you  make  a  see  you  not  interrupt  them,  by  assuming  sole  diiector  in 

balance  of  five  Pounds  eight  Shillings  in  favour  of  oxen  ;  every  thing  here.     Upon  the  whole,  we  assure  you,  Sir,  we 

but  you   have  forgot  that  this  one  teamster  cannot  put  a  have  no  other  desire  than  to  treat  you  as  a  gentleman  who 

stick  of  timber  twelve  inches  by  twelve,  eighteen  feet  long,  has  an  important  trust  committed  (with  us)  to  your  charge. 

on   the  carriage  by  himself,  nor  put  it  down  when  at  the  Therefore,  to  avoid  every  thing  that  should  interrupt  that 

place  wanted.      VVe  have   had  a  pretty  good  sample  this  harmony  that  ought  to  subsist  amongst  persons  employed 

day  in  the  oxen  carrying  of  stone,  when  six  men  were  em-  in  the  cause  of  American  liberty,  do  desire  that,  whenever 

ployed   to   put  the  stone  on  and  sup|)ort  it  all  the  way  to  you  want  to  have  any  piece  of  work  done,  we  may  come 

where  it  was  thrown  off.      We  are  ajiprehensive  your  cal-  together  and  consult  about  it,  that  we  may  approve  or  not. 
culations  of  the  cost  of  hay  and  corn   for  two  oxen,  four  We  are,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servants, 

months,  is  below  the  mark,  as  we  will  soon  be  convinced  William  Bedlow, 

of.      However,  on  the  whole,  we  join  with  you  in  the  ne-  Jonathan  Lawkence, 

cessity  of  having  them  at  this  place,  and  that  a  vast  saving  Thomas  Grenell. 

will   be  made  by  using  such  ;  the  reason  why  they  were  To  Bernard  Romans,  Engineer, 
not  procured  sooner  we  have  already  mentioned.  — 

Sitt/ily.      In  regard  to  tlie  erroneous  principle  you  say 

our  labourers  are  hired  on,  you  may  be  very  right  in,  could  commissioners  for  fortifications  to  Nathaniel  wood- 
it  have  been  carried  into  execution  on  our  first  coming  here,  hull. 

(if  you  had  then  mentioned  it  ;)  which  is  some  doubt  with  Ilighlnnds,  November  11,  1775. 

us,  as  the  times  are.  Sir:  We  beg  you  will  lay  the  following  lines  before  the 

Seventhly.  The  superficial  view  you  say  you  took  of  honourable  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  our  present 
the  ground,  when  you  first  came  up  here,  was  a  great  situation.  We  have  now  a  block-house  completed,  with 
errour.  It  should  have  been  minutely  examined,  to  have  eight  four-pounders  in  the  upper  slory.  Tlie  curtain  of 
made  a  proper  estimate  of  woiks  to  be  erected  here.  As  the  intended  fort,  of  two  hundred  feet  in  length,  will  be 
to  the  estimate,  you  never  favoured  us  with  it.  We  wish  finished  up  to  the  parapet  in  a  few  days,  weather  permit- 
you  had;  it  might  have  been  of  some  service  then;  it  can  ting;  the  grand  bastion,  round  the  eminence  on  which  the 
be  of  little  now,  amongst  your  considerations  presented  to  block-house  stands,  but  little  advanced,  and  think,  from 
us.  All  the  necessary  tools,  wheelbarrows,  &:c.,  brought  the  advanced  season  of  the  year,  nothing  further  on  that 
to  this  post,  were  procured  without  any  direction  from  you.  can  be  expected  to  be  done.  We  shall  endeavour  to  get 
In  your  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  barrack  and  store,  you  a  small  magazine  finished  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
have  forgot  glass  for  the  windows,  iron,  the  freight  of  boards  curtain,  if  brick  can  be  procured  in  time,  we  having  been 
and  shingles,  unless  the  freight  of  the  two  latter  articles  disappointed  in  a  kiln  we  had  engaged  near  us,  by  its  turn- 
are  included  in  3our  incidental  requisites.  ing  out  very  bad  ;  the  platform  to  the  curtain  will  also  be 

Eighthly.      As  to  the  article  of  not   being  able  lo  do  complete  in  a   few  days.      A   barrack  of  eighty  feet  by 

without  miners,  is  a  doubt  with  us.      We  however  submit-  twenty  finished;  one  adjoining  it,  of  one  hundred  feet  by 

ted  to  some  being  employed  fur  taking  away  a  large  part  twenty,  under  cover,  floored,  and  completed,  all  to  the 

of  a  rock  to  the  northwest  of  the  block-house,  although  stacks  of  chimneys  and  glazing.     As,  according  to  the  En- 

])owder  was  scarce  with  us,  and  not  sent  up  for  such  service,  gineer's  plan,  a  great  deal  more  work  is  lo  be  done,  espe- 

twenty  odd  weight  of  which  has  been  already  expended,  cially  a  block-house  on  an  eminence  two  hundred  yards  to 

We  are  satisfied  to  have  two  miners  employed  for  the  pur-  the  southeast  of  the  one  finished,  which  the  Engineer  is 

pose  of  taking  away  rocks  that  cannot  be  removed  without,  for  going  on  with,  as  it  coumiands  ihe  river  down   below 

as  soon  as  we  have  powder  sent  up  for  that  service,  which  the  IVest-Point,  we  would   be  glad  to  know  if  any  of  the 

we  have  applied  for;  but  to  have  four  employed  to  blast  artificers  and   labourers  should  be  retained  at  this  post  the 

stone  for  the  works,  we  presume  would  be  very  expensive  winter,  for  going  on  with  the  works  whenever  the  weather 

indeed,  as  stone  enough  can  be   procured  all  aiound  us,  will   permit ;  and   if  it  would  be  agreeable  to  retain  some 

and  brought  with  the  team  to  the  works,  when,  after  a  blast  carpenters,  we  had  not  better  keep  the  country  carpenters 

is  made,  the  large  pieces  are  to  be  worked  upon  by  labour-  and  discharge  the   York  ones,  as  the   former  are   better 

ers  with  mauls  to  make  them  portable.  qualified  for  such  woiks  as  we  shall  now  have  to  do ;  they 

Ninthly.     On  what  view  you   have   interfeied  with  the  work  moie  faithful,  and  under  better  order.    We  have  had 

Steward's  office,  you  best  know,  in  your  directions  about  a  great  deal  of  wet  weather,  which   has  retarded  our  work 

delivering  out  the  provisions  ;  we  know  what  provisions  are  much. 

received,  what  number  of  hands  every  day  to  be  victualled.  We  should  be   i;Iiid   to   have  the  directions  of  the  hon- 

and  he  keeps  an  account  of  provisions  expended.     If  it  ouiable    Provincial   Congress   herein  ;   and   are,   Sir,  your 

has  proceeded  from  a  suspicion  that  more  provisions  may  humble  servants, 

be  delivered  out  than  necessary,  by  which  an  extraordi-  Samuel  Bayard, 

nary  expense  will  arise,  we  wish  you  would  consider  how  \Villiam  Bedlow, 

often  we  have  requested  you  to  send  from  this  post  your  Thomas  Grenell, 

negro,  (which  we  now  insist  on,)  who  is  a  nuisance,  and  Jona.  Lawrence. 

has  caused   more  dissatisfaction  amongst  the  people  than  To  Nathaniel  IVoodhuU,  Esq. 
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PETITION   AND   MEMORIAL   OF   BERNARD  ROMANS. 

To  the  Uononrnhk  the  Provincial  Congress  fur  the  Pro- 
vince o/ New-York,  now  convened  at  the  City  o/' New- 
York,  or,  during  their  recess,  to  the  Ilonoitral/lc  tiic 
Committee  of  Safety. 
The  Petition,  and  Memorial  of  Bernard  Romans  most 
humbly  sheweth  : 
That  youi-  petitioner  and  memorialist  having,  since  tlie 
28th  day  of  August  last,  been  employed  on  the  business  of 
erecting  and  building  fortifications  in  this  Province  ;  and  that, 
on  the  2d  day  of  October  last,  he  was,  by  the  honourable 
Committee  of  Safety,  examined  as  to  the  situation  and  na- 
ture of  the  ground  pitched  upon  for  a  fort  in  the  Highlands, 
of  all  which  your  petitioner  and  memorialist  gave  ample^ 
information  and  a  ))lan;  that  the  honourable  Committee  ol 
Safety  then  directed  your  petitioner  and  memorialist  to  pro- 
duce a  draught  of  such  works  as  your  petitioner  and  memo- 
rialist thought  most  adequate  and  proper  to  be  there  erect- 
ed, for  the  defence  and  obstruction  of  the  navigation  of  the 
North  River,  as  also  an  estimate  of  expense  that  might 
accrue  in  erecting  the  same,  which  plans  were,  to  his  great 
satisfaction,  approved  of;  that  the  honourable  Committee 
of  Safety  then  inquired  on  what  terms  your  humble  peti- 
tioner and  memorialist  would  engage  to  build  and  erect 
said  works;  that,  in  answer  to  such  inquiry,  he,  your  hum- 
ble petitioner  and  memorialist,  proposed  to  undertake  the 
matter  for  a  sum  nearly  e(|ual  to  the  sum  mentioned  in  the 
aforesaid  estimate,  which  was,  for  reasons  unknown  to  him, 
rejected  ;  but,  in  lieu  thereof,  was,  by  the  said  honourable 
Committee,  appointed  Engineer  for  the  Province  o(  jSctv- 
York,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  Colonel,  which  appoint- 
ment your  petitioner  and  memorialist  thought  the  height  of 
favour  bestowed  on  him,  and  therefore  accepted  it,  witliout 
any  consirlerations  beyond  those  of  gratitude,  and  that  it 
was  a  great  honour  that  such  a  trust  should  be  reposed  in 
him  ;  and  your  humble  petitioner  and  memorialist  only  took 
the  freedom  to  request  knowing  whether  it  was  meant  as 
an  establishment  or  not,  to  which  your  humble  petitioner 
received  an  answer  in  the  affirmative;  that  your  humble 
petitioner  and  memorialist  expected  a  connnission  and  in- 
structions for  a  line  of  his  conduct  woidd  have  been  grant- 
ed to  and  made  out  for  him,  and  by  the  first  opportunity 
sent  up  to  hitn,  in  full  confidence  whereof  your  humble 
petitioner  and  memorialist  immediately  repaired  to  the  |)ost 
intended,  where  lie  has  exei'ted  himself  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power,  under  the  limited  circumstances  be  has  been 
obliged  to  labour  under  ;  that  your  humble  petitioner  has 
not  received  any  such  written  appointment  nor  instruc- 
tions, which  makes  him  think  that  he  labours  under  uncer- 
tain circumstances.  Your  humble  petitioner  and  memo- 
rialist, thinking  himself,  as  projector,  entitled  to  be  director 
of  the  above  works,  has  found  himself  grossly  mistaken,  and 
bis  orders  continually  counlerordered  and  his  plans  con- 
tradicted, especially  in  an  erroneous  distribution  ol  labour- 
ers and  artificers,  which  he  made  complaint  of  to  the  hon- 
oural)le  Committee  the  first  time  he  appeared  before  that 
Board,  for  the  truth  whereof  he  appeals  to  the  memory  of 
the  members  present ;  and  this  distribution  has  since  been 
still  altered  greatly  for  the  worse,  and  by  this,  especially, 
expenses  have  accrued  which  he  never  intended  should  in 
any  ways  originate  ;  as  also  in  the  building  of  a  sudden  ad- 
dition of  barracks,  which,  however,  was,  by  your  humble 
petitioner  and  memorialist,  judged  to  be  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  said  honourable  Coimnittee,  and  therefore 
gave  directions  for  the  same,  which  have  been  by  every 
method  contravened,  and  an  erroneous  plan  substituted. 
Your  humble  petitioner  and  memorialist  has  often  expos- 
tuhited  with  the  Commissioners  on  this  head,  remonstrating 
that  hereafter  it  would  be  asked  who  was  Engineer,  but 
never  who  were  Commissioners;  and  that  he  has  at  length 
delivered  to  them  the  annexed  instrument  of  writing,  to 
which  they  have  given  him  an  answer,  and  he  again  made 
a  reply.  Your  humble  petitioner  and  memorialist,  there- 
fore, prays  that  you  would  give  him  his  commission,  as 
jiromised,  and  take  him  out  of  this  dreadful  dilemma, 
where,  at  first  setting  out,  bis  character  cannot  fail  to 
sulfer,  and  appoint  him  in  the  field,  or  elsewhere,  where 
his  abilities  may  stand  a  fair  liial.  Your  humble  petitioner 
and  nicmorialist  is  not  one  of  tho-:e  men  wlio  consider  thein- 
sclves  injured,  if  the  first  appointment  in  the  State  is  not 


conferred  on  them.  No.  But  if  it  be  thought  requisite  to 
continue  him  here,  be  begs  that  it  may  please  you  to  alter 
his  appointment,  so  that  the  Commissioners  must  consult 
bim  in  every  thing,  that  he  may  at  least  have  some  shadow 
of  the  dignity  of  the  office  be  bears,  for  he  knows  that  in 
all  states  whatever  an  Engineer,  whose  plan  is  once  ap- 
proved of,  knows  no  superior,  but  in  the  execution  thereof 
his  word  is  law.  Your  humble  jietitioner  and  memorialist 
does  not  mean  to  have  any  thing  to  do  in  money  matters, 
but  he  bei^s  leave  to  observe,  that  had  the  Engineer  been 
told  "such  a  sum  is  to  be  expended;  you  must  consider 
this,  and  regulate  your  plan  accordingly;  and  the  Com- 
missioners are  directed  to  go  by  no  means  beyond  those 
limits;"  in  that  case,  the  Engineer  must  have  been  lost  to 
all  sense  of  honour,  if  he  bad  not  fixed  his  pride  in  making 
a  good  work,  and  endeavoured  to  contract  the  expense  be- 
low the  limits  of  his  estimate;  but,  as  your  humble  peti- 
tioner ami  memorialist  is  now  placed,  the  treatment  he 
receives  must  grate  a  man  of  but  a  grain  of  spirit,  as  it 
makes  him  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  workmen,  and 
continually  places  him  in  the  situation  of  a  man  conscious 
of  his  own  abilities  under  the  absolute  command  of  a 
schoolboy.  Your  humble  petitioner  and  memorialist  begs 
leave  to  observe  to  the  honourable  House,  that  his  office  is 
a  very  exercising  one,  keeping  body  and  mind  constantly 
employed  together,  and  tlierefore  humbly  prays  that  an 
assistant  may  be  granted  to  him  ;  and  as  persons  in  some 
measure  acquainted  with  the  art  are  certainly  most  proper 
for  this  purpose,  he  begs  leave  to  request  that  he  may  re- 
tain with  bim  in  the  service  a  man  of  whose  talents  and 
fidelity  he  has  had  an  experience  for  years  together,  and 
who  is  now  with  him — submitting  this,  however,  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  honourable  House:  your  bumble  petitioner 
likewise  prays  some  allowance  of  provisions  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  servant.  Your  humble  petitioner  and  memo- 
rialist hopes  that  this  prayer  and  memorial  may  not  any 
ways  be  construed  as  originating  in  ill  will,  or  other  sinis- 
ter intent  against  the  Commissioners.  By  no  means;  his 
acquaintance  with  three  of  them,  at  least,  forbids  it ;  lie 
judges  them  to  be  honest,  well-meaning  men,  who,  in  their 
Country's  cause,  have  self  not  so  much  at  lieait,  but  would 
sacrifice  life  and  property  for  liberty;  yet  their  anxious 
care  for  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  their  Country  leads  them 
into  such  methods  of  saving  as  a  little  experience  will  soon 
convince  them  and  all  the  concerned  are  very  expensive; 
and  this  only  has  given  ground  to  (he  premises.  By  grant- 
ing the  above  prayer  to  your  humble  petitioner  and  memo- 
rialist, he  will  ever  think  himself  in  duty  bound,  &c. 
,.:.,.,,_,,.  ^T ,,..  ir.  ,---  Bernard  Romans. 


COLONEL    ROMANS    TO    THE     COMMISSIONERS    EOR    TORTIFI- 
C AT IONS. 
Maitelacr's  Rock,  Novc.nbor  16,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  As  I  am  a  great  hater  of  epistolary  alter- 
cation, I  was  not  willing  to  answer  your  long  starter  of  dif- 
ficulties, which  seems  to  ine  a  declared  commencement  of 
a  paper  war,  instead  of  an  answer  to  my  reasonable  re- 
monstrances of  the  2d  insi.;  hut  as  I  am  determined  that 
you  should  not  think  yourselves  unansweiable,  1  resolved, 
this  morning,  to  honour  your  long  answer  with  as  short  a 
reply  as  the  nature  of  things  will  allow  ;  at  the  same  time 
assuring  you  that  this  is  the  last  paper  I  shall  blacken  on 
this  head,  and  that  I  will  take  care  that  my  pen  shall  pro- 
claim the  voice  of  truth. 

Your  introduction  seems  intended  to  be  of  the  humourous 
kind.  You  play  on  my  words,  and  call  a  conspicuous  light 
what  I  called  a  rank.  1  will  do  no  more  than  think  as  I 
did  then  ;  and  as  in  a  private  station  1  have  more  than  once 
exerted  myself  for  America,  you  may  rely  on  it  that  I  will 
do  no  less  now  I  am  honoured  with  the  post  and  rank  the 
Congress  has  conferred  on  me,  the  dignity  of  which  com- 
mission 1  shall  tiy  to  preserve  with  military  vigilance  and 
spirit. 

To  your  first,  wherein  you  say  "  it  was  my  duly  to  let  the 
Commisioners  know  the  proportion  of  labourers  wanted  to 
the  artificers,"  I  knew  my  duty,  I  did  it ;  and  so  I  did  to 
the  Conmiittee  of  Safety;  which  last,  I  dare  say,  remem- 
ber my  complaint  about  it.  And  if  the  Commissioners' 
memory  fail  them,  some  one  of  them  may  remember,  when 
one  evening  we  were  on   that  toj)ick,  1  ventured  to  say, 
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that  since  my  ])lan  was  approved  of,  I  thought  myself  the 
person  who  should  direct  all.  The  iwlite  answer  I  got  on 
that  head,  1  have  not  forgot,  though  it  made  me  resolve  an 
imposition  of  silence  on  myself,  till  the  state  of  affairs 
would  naturally  dispose  matters  to  flow  in  their  proper 
channels.  How  far  you  are  judges  of  work,  I  know  not, 
as  I  am  not  acquainted  with  your  extent  of  experience  ; 
but  I  often  heard  you  complain  of  the  freezing  out  of  the 
masonry.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  on  a  single  brick 
wall,  of  nine  inches  thick,  a  frost  may  take  out  three  inches 
on  each  side,  but  it  cannot  take  out  quite  so  much  of  our 
wall ;  because,  as  the  thickness  increases,  the  effect  of  the 
frost  decreases,  and  cannot  be  more  than  two  inches  at 
most  on  the  outside  of  our  works,  which  must  be  jiointed 
over  again  in  the  spring,  and  this  new  pointing  1  men- 
tioned before  ten  stones  were  laid  in  the  wall.  All  men, 
who  ever  were  necessitated  to  work  laie  in  thick  work, 
will,  from  experience,  voucli  the  truth  of  my  assertion. 

To  your  second  and  third,  relating  to  the  block-house, 
I  did  not  exaggerate  my  number  of  carpenters.  1  still 
stand  to  my  jiromise,  and  can  do  it.  I  do  not  remember 
any  expostulation,  except  shrugging  up  shoulders  can  be 
called  so,  for  that  always  was  the  answer  to  my  many  times 
repeated  plaints  in  regard  of  hewing  and  re-hewing  of  the 
timber ;  and  whenever  that  kind  of  expostulation  happened, 
I  used  to  recollect  your  original  polite  answer  of"  we  are 
not  grown  so  old  to  allow  you  to  direct  the  work."  With 
regard  to  a  road,  you  made  your  landing  in  a  wrong  place 
before  1  came  here  ;  and  when  1  used  to  be  angry  at  so 
many  hands  working  on  roads,  at  unseasonable  limes  and 
unnecessary  places,  1  always  got  my  labour  for  my  pains. 
And  how  shortly  is  it  ago  since  I  got  the  ill-will  of  one  of 
you,  for  barely  telling  the  labourers  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity to  remove  a  certain  stone  laying  near  a  road  which 
was  then  making?  I\Iy  proposal  of  oxen  was  as  soon  as 
they  became  necessary;  and  I  then  said  buying  was  pre- 
ferable to  hiiing,  unless  people  would  bring  forage  along 
with  them.  You  n)ight  have  bought  them  ;  but  instead  of 
that,  you  countermanded  some  that  were  bought,  as  you 
did  of  getting  of  timber,  even  now,  before  one-fifth  of  the 
limber  is  got  that  is  mentioned  in  my  estimate.  What 
you  mean  by  an  elegant  outside  appearance,  1  cannot  con- 
ceive. My  calculation  of  the  necessary  iron-work  is  just, 
except,  indeed,  the  lings  and  staples  outside  of  the  ports, 
whicli  I  never  thought  of,  nor  would  have  had  them  there, 
iiad  you  not  ordered  some  one  to  put  ihem  there.  About 
the  inside  lined  with  so  much  nicety  and  expense,  the 
extra  cost  of  this  is  no  more  than  one  day  and  a  half, 
easy  work,  for  a  carpenter,  (about  fourteen  shillings,)  for 
it  must  be  lined,  let  who  will  live  in  it;  and  as  it  is  gene- 
rally the  residence  of  an  ofiicer,  as  this  is  now  for  mo,  I 
thought  passing  the  jack-plane  over  one  side  of  the  lining 
was  the  least  that  could  be  done.  What  would  you  have 
said  had  I  lined  the  roof,  divided  the  lower  room  with 
panel  partitions,  and  put  up  a  panel  ceiling,  to  remove  and 
put  up  at  pleasure;  for  most  block-houses  are  so,  and  the 
meanest  are  partitioned.  It  seems  your  idea  of  a  tempo- 
rary work  is,  thai  it  ought  to  last  six  months,  to  build  a 
new  one  again. 

As  to  treenails,  I  ordered  two  thousand  of  oak,  when 
locust  was  not  to  be  had.  I  do  not  know  what  ruined  your 
credit ;  but  the  badness  of  that,  among  the  country  peo- 
ple, prevents  your  getting  any  thing  regularly.  1  planned, 
gentlemen,  but  remember  you  ordered  even  that  ;  though 
you  could  not  so  well  direct  that  case,  as  you  coidd  when 
you  spoiled  my  plan  of  the  barracks. 

What  you  mean  by  a  waste  of  timber,  I  am  utterly  at  a 
loss  for.  My  order,  of  eighteen  feet  long,  was  right:  and  had 
I  ordered  them  the  just  length,  they  might  have  come  three 
inches  loo  short,  and  then,  indeed,  it  would  have  been 
waste  ;  but  had  they  been  three  inches  too  long,  the  saw- 
ing oft'  of  three  inches  would  take  as  long  time  as  sawing 
06!"  two,  three,  and  ten  feet,  which  I  wanted  elsewhere. 

The  day  1  got  your  epistle,  I  looked  around  the  works 
for  waste  timber.  I  saw  none  but  chips  ;  and  I  confess  I 
was  struck  with  the  thought,  what  a  pity  it  was  nature  gave 
our  carpenters  so  much  trouble.  The  truth  is,  gentlemen, 
you  have  no  business  with  any  calculations  of  the  kind. 
You  are  to  judge  afterwards.  You  have  before  now  seen 
what  your  no  trifling  extraordinary  expense  of  timber  goes 
to.     The  mention  you  make  of  the  piece?  being  unwieldy, 


is  curious.  I  cannot  see  what  odds  it  made  to  the  men,  to 
have  them  sawed  at  the  landing  or  at  the  mill.  They 
would  have  been  eleven  feet  in  either  case;  and  excepting 
some  trifling  iron-work,  that  was  not  finished,  I  was  right 
in  my  judgment  about  the  lOlh  o(  November,  for  that  day 
I  lived  in  it,  and  I  received  your  letter  there.  By  what 
necessity  do  you  introduce  the  order  for  moimting  twelve 
guns?  Have  1  ever  opjiosed  it;  and  are  we  not  on  the 
point  of  having  twenty? 

To  the  fourth,  I  must  tell  you,  that  Mr.  (Vhitejlhe  mas- 
ter carpenter,  being  an  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Bnijnfd,  was 
indulged  with  a  liberty  to  make  evening  visits  to  you  ;  and 
this  gave  rise  to  a  distinction,  insonmch  that  Mr.  Adams 
has  been  told  to  let  Mr.  H'hitc  go  on  with  such  and  such 
particular  woik  ;  he.Adnins,  need  not  trouble  himself  about 
it.  This  produced  two  master  carpenters,  and  Adams  justly 
complained  of  the  matter,  because  fy/iite  at  first  treated 
him  as  his  superior,  but  at  length  became  his  equal.  Yet 
still  I  think,  as  1  did  then,  country  carpenters  are  preferable; 
and  what  makes  the  use  of  them  impolitick,  is  a  conception 
beyond  my  ideas. 

Fifthly.  My  calculation  of  the  oxen's  work  is  evident. 
I  can  show  your  teamster  how  himself  and  one  man  may 
load  his  cart ;  but  as  every  country  clown  knows  how,  it  is 
below  me,  even  while  1  am  the  paltry  being  that  is  not 
allowed  to  direct  his  own  plan  ;  for  as  the  helping  of  the 
oxen  is  the  finest  skulking  birth  om-  labourers  can  find,  I 
do  not  know  whether  I  would  be  safe  in  destroying  it,  while 
I  have  no  command.  But,  gentlemen,  your  wheels  are 
too  low  ;  and  when  a  new  pair  was  bespoke,  I  pleaded  long 
to  have  them  timber  wheels.  But  no.  They  must  be  com- 
mon carl  wheels;  and  now  they  are  come,  they  are  common 
cart  wheels  indeed.  As  to  the  six  men  employed  to  steady 
the  stone,  1  only  tried  the  oxen  twice  on  the  walls,  and 
found  the  fear  of  the  animals  made  it  unsafe.  I  desisted, 
therefore,  and  men  only  have  done  it.  You  will  please  to 
remember  that  that  macliine  was  no  cart,  and  with  it  1 
have  brought  stones  of  two  ton  weight  to  the  wall,  very 
ditferenl  from  a  piece  of  timber  of  ten  or  even  eight  feet 
long.  It  was  my  invention  ;  but  any  body  might  have 
thought  of  that,  as  well  as  of  Columbus's  egg.  If  my  calcu- 
lation of  forage  is  below  the  mark,  please  to  know  that  it  is 
far  above  what  the  people  of  the  country  allow  to  their  cattle. 
Sixthly.  Labourers  may  be  had  under  the  regulations  I 
mentioned.      I  can  get  five  hundred  if  need  be. 

In  your  seventh,  you  catch  at  my  word  "superficial,"  as 
drowning  people  do  at  straws.  I  will  tell  you  something, 
j)erha|5S,  to  you,  extraordinary.  What  I  call  a  superficial 
view,  was  such  as  most  other  surveyors  would  call  a  per- 
fect survey.  I  am,  from  long  experience,  enabled  to  take 
more  exact  surveys  of  places,  with  a  piece  of  paper  and 
pencil,  than  perhaps  ninety-nine  besides  me  can,  with  all 
llie  circumstantial  apparatus  generally  used.  It  is  true,  I 
forgot  the  iron  for  the  barracks  ;  but  have  you  mended  that 
mistake,  by  using  nearly  as  much  on  one  block-house  as  I 
intended  to  use  for  the  whole  work  ?  Glass  is  a  trifle  ;  three 
hundred  and  eighteen  panes  cost  about  six  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  six  pence.  Transport  of  stores  surely  in- 
cludes freight  for  boards  and  shingles ;  and  work  to  be 
made  on  the  spot,  by  the  blacksmith,  surely  showed  that  I 
was  aware  more  iron  would  be  required  than  I  could  think 
of  In  short,  I  am  more  and  more  convinced  that  my  esti- 
mate is  right,  the  price  of  the  article  of  lime  only  excepted, 
which  I  calculated  at  Philadelphia  or  New- Engl  and  prices, 
little  dreaming  that  it  cost  above  twice  as  much  in  New- 
York. 

To  your  eighth,  I  insist  on  it,  you  must  have  miners 
here.  .\nd  as  to  the  labourers  maiding  the  stone,  need  I 
tell  you,  gentlemen,  that  I  have  often  been  out  of  all 
humour  to  see  them  work  in  stone  that  would  not  split,  as 
I  knew  how  to  get  them  to  the  wall,  of  any  size.  But  here 
again  my  authority  failed  me. 

To  the  beginning  of  your  ninth  :  I  have,  jierhaps,  gone 
a  little  below  the  dignity  of  my  office.  This  proceeded, 
chiefly,  because  I  found  that  many  of  our  gentry  took  the 
ad\'antage  of  drawing  their  provisions,  when  they  intended 
to  decamp  the  very  next  morning.  But  what  I  men- 
tioned about  tools  in  this  article  is  what  you  ought  to  have 
answered.  Here  1  spoke  in  my  proper  sphere  ;  but  this 
you  waived,  to  proceed  to  a  matter  which,  had  I  not  been 
convinced  of  the  inleL'ritv  of  your  transcriber,  I  could  ne\ei 
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have  thought  would  have  proceeded  from  you,  it  looks  so 
much  like°t lie  little  vengeance  of  disappointed  scolds.  1 
deny  vour  ever  having  requested  n)e  to  send  my  negro 
away."  Mr.  licdlow  once  told  me  this  :  "  Mr.  Romans,  you 
had  better  get  a  place  for  your  negro  ;"  but  I  could  not  con- 
strue this  into  a  request,  much  less  an  order  from  men  who 
have  no  manner  of  authority  over  me.  The  negro  is  more 
rogue  than  fool  ;  but  he  is  so  harmless,  that  while  people  let 
him  alone,  he  will  be  quiet.  He  is  a  new  negro,  and  by  his 
actions  he  sometimes  diverts  your  people  ;  but  1  defy  you  to 
point  out  a  single  instance  of  dissatisfaction  on  that  score. 
Once,  indeed,  there  was  a  complaint  against  him,  for  which 
1  gave  him  a  severe  chastisement;  and  you  know  that  1 
had  reason  to  he  sorry  when,  almost  immediately  after,  his 
innocence  appeared.  But,  gentlemen,  he  never  cost  you 
nor  the  Country  anything,  as  there  was  never  an  ounce  of 
provision  served  out  for  him.  He  has  lived  on  scrajis 
from  others  ;  and  he  must  be  a  sorry  dog,  indeed,  that  does 
not  deserve  the  crumbs  from  his  master's  table.  He  might 
at  least  serve  me  to  fetch  wood  and  water.  1  have  pro- 
vided a  place  for  him,  but  not  in  obedience  to  you. 

It  is  hard,  indeed,  that  1,  who  in  my  private  station  have 
for  many  years  past  never  been  without  a  servant,  or  even 
two  or  three,  should  be  raised  to  a  publick  one  to  be  de- 
barred that  privilege.  1  know  no  place  where  so  cruel  a 
prohibition  would  take  place.  While  I  was  in  the  service 
of  the  King,  my  pay  was  greater,  and  I  had  sundry  rations 
allowed,  although  my  servants  were  in  pay,  and  drew  pro- 
visions besides.  Since  1  arrived  last  to  the  northward,  now 
near  three  years  ago,  1  have  always  maintained  and  led  a 
number  of  people,  seldom  less  than  six,  at  high  wages,  and 
now  not  to  be  allowed  any  attendance  at  all  is  surely  never 
meant.  People  whose  duty  it  was  to  ask  me  whether  I 
was  in  want  of  any  thing,  have  been  reprimanded  for 
coming  to  the  block-house.  But  your  mention  of  Mr. 
Adams  astonished  me  beyond  everything.  Was  it  neces- 
sary, my  copy-book  would  show  you  his  handwriting,  to 
make  it  appear  that  he  has  for  years  back  transacted  my 
business.  He  is  a  gentleman  in  whose  fortunes  1  am  inte- 
rested, and  1  will  assist  him  with  all  my  means.  You  say 
lie  is  an  oflicer  you  can  by  no  means  allow  of.  Sure  1 
want  him  not  to  be  your  officer.  If  he  is  mine,  it  is 
enough.  And  to  it  you  add,  "  If  you  retain  him,  pay  and 
procure  provision  for  him."  How  mean  the  innuendo.  I 
have  often  done  it.  It  is  true  it  was  said  Mr.  J'andomc 
was  to  assist  me.  He  came  up  to  be  the  clerk  of  the 
check,  and  as  sucii  you  retained  him  ;  but  since  I  saw 
him  employed  as  commissary  of  stores,  and  as  clerk  to 
the  Commissioners,  as  well  as  citrk  of  the  check,  1  thought 
it  cruel  to  ask  assistance  from  him.  My  business,  well 
followed,  is  three  men's  work.  Perhaps  you  think  me 
your  officer  too.  Softly,  gentlemen  ;  that  will  never  do. 
The  Congress  appointed  me  to  a  rank  I  esteem  more  ho- 
nourable than  any  I  ever  held.  Yet,  for  fourteen  years 
back,  i  have  been  sometimes  employed  as  a  commodore 
in  the  King's  service,  sometimes  at  the  head  of  large  bodies 
of  men  in  the  woods,  and,  at  the  worst  of  times,  I  have 
been  master  of  a  merchantman,  fitted  in  a  warlike  manner. 
I  will,  in  future,  draw  the  ])rovisions  the  Congress  will  allow 
me,  and  that  will  maintain  us  both. 

To  your  tenth,  I  have  nothing  to  reply. 

But  your  lastly  is  too  important  to  let  pass  unnoticed. 
The  necessary  alterations  must  be  made  before  the  woik 
goes  on  well  ;  and  as  for  seasons,  such  business  as  this  wails 
none.  If  we  keep  not  the  work  going,  we  will,  in  spring, 
ajjain  be  new  be;iimiers.  I  interrupt  none  of  your  powers. 
1  meddle  with  none;  hut  )ou  have  hindeied  me  from 
liaving  as  much  again  work  done;  and  till  I  am  sole  di- 
rector of  my  plan,  things  cannot  go  well.  None  can  be 
more  happy  in  the  union  you  mention  ;  but  if  I  must  be 
ca])  in  haiui,  genilemen,  to  be  an  overseer  under  you,  it 
will  not  do,  depend  upon  it.  i  have  too  much  blood  in  me 
for  so  mean  an  action,  and  you  must  seek  such  suhniis- 
sive  engineers  elsewhere.  If  I  execute  my  plan,  which  is 
approved  of,  I  have  no  business  lo  consult  you  any  further 
than  that  you  must  find  me  people  and  pay  them.  If,  in 
that  case,  I  do  not  comjily  with  my  enterprise,  then  is  your 
time  to  disapprove  and  complain,  but  not  before. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
B.  Romans. 
The  Conwnissioners  for  the  Fortifications  in  the  Hiiihiands. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  to  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge.  November  5,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  26ih  ultimo,  with  the 
enclosures,  containing  an  account  of  the  surrender  of  Fori 
Chambly,  was  an  excellent  report,  but  somewhat  incomplete 
for  want  of  Montgomery's  letter,  which  (a  copy)  you 
omitted  to  enclose.  On  the  success  of  your  enterprise  so 
far  1  congratulate  you,  as  the  acquisition  of  Canada  is  of 
unmeasurable  importance  to  llie  cause  we  are  engaged 
in. 

No  account  o{  Arnold  since  my  last.  I  am  exceeding 
anxious  to  hear  from  him,  as  he  was  ex|)ressly  ordered,  in 
case  of  any  discouraging  event,  to  advertise  me  of  it  imme- 
diately. 

I  much  approve  your  conduct  in  regard  to  IVoostcr. 
My  fears  are  at  an  end,  as  he  acts  in  a  subordinate  cha- 
racter. lntin)ate  this  to  General  Montgomery,  with  my 
congratulations  on  his  success,  the  seasonable  suppl)'  of 
powder,  and  wishes  that  his  next  letter  may  be  dated  from 
Montreal.  We  laugh  at  his  idea  of  classing  the  Royal  Fu- 
sileers  with  the  stores.  Does  he  consider  them  as  inani- 
mates, or  as  a  treasure  ?  If  you  cairy  your  arms  to  Alon- 
treal,  should  not  the  garrison  o(  Niagara,  Detroit,  &c.,  be 
called  upon  to  surrender,  or  threatened  with  the  conse- 
quences of  a  refusal?  They  may,  indeed,  destroy  their 
stores,  and,  if  the  irtf/((7n.v  are  aiding,  escape  to  Fort  Char- 
tres  ;  but  it  is  not  very  probable. 

'  The  enclosed  Gazette  exhibits  sundry  specimens  of 
the  skill  of  the  new^  commander  in  issuing  proclamations, 
and  a  proof,  in  the  destiuciion  of  Falmouth,  of  the  barba- 
rous designs  of  an  infernal  Ministry.  Nothing  new  has 
happened  in  this  camp.  Finding  the  Ministerial  troops 
resolved  lo  keep  themselves  close  within  their  lines,  and 
that  it  was  adjudged  impracticable  to  gel  at  them,  I  have 
fitted  six  armed  vessels,  with  design  to  pick  up  some  of 
their  store-ships  and  transports.  The  rest  of  our  men  are 
busily  employed  in  erecting  of  barracks,  &,c. 

I  hope,  as  you  have  said  nothing  of  the  stale  vf  your 
health,  that  it  is  nmch  amended,  and  that  the  cold  wea- 
ther will  restore  it  perfectly.  That  it  may  do  so,  and  you 
e.njoy  the  fruit  of  your  summer's  labour  and  flitigue,  is  tlie 
sincere  wish  of,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c., 

George  Washington. 
To  Major-General  Sclniylcr,  Northern  Department. 


STEPHEN  MOYLAN  TO  CAPTAIN  EARTLETT. 

Camliridge,  Novembur  j,  177r>. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  acknow  ledge 
your  favour  of  yesterday,  by  Captain  i?roj<7i,  which  brings 
an  account  of  a  sloop  from  Boston,  bound  to  Annnjmlis 
Royal,  having  fallen  into  our  hands.  It  is  his  Excellency's 
pleasure  that  you  take  an  accurate  inventory  of  all  the  goods 
on  board,  and,  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can,  transmit 
them  lo  Head-Quarters,  where  there  is  no  doubl  that, 
when  sold,  they  will  bring  a  better  price  than  they  would 
at  your  [ilace.  The  General  will,  at  finishing  the  sale, 
make  such  satisfaction  to  those  two  resolute  fellows  who 
first  ventured  on  hoard,  and  to  the  rest  who  engaged  in  that 
adventure,  as  in  such  cases  is  proper  and  customary.  He 
desires  me.  Sir,  to  assure  you  he  approves  much  of  your 
conduct  in  this  affair,  and  doubts  not,  from  your  character, 
that  he  will  have  further  reason  lo  do  so  in  your  agency, 
which  I  sincerely  hope  will  be  of  consequence  lo  you  and 
to  the  publick.  As  to  the  people  found  on  board,  it  is  his 
Excellency's  pleasure  that,  on  their  giving  the  best  security 
they  can  that  they  will  nut  act  against  America,  they  be 
discharged,  taking  with  them  their  clothes  and  necessaries, 
except  the  Captain  and  owner,  whom  you  will  please  to 
send  to  Head-(iuarlers  for  examination.  Let  the  vessel 
be  laid  up  at  the  wharf  until  further  orders.  We  heard  of 
Manly  s  being  at  Plymouth,  as  yet  unsuccessful. 

Providence  has  sent  us  a  good  supply  of  wine,  by  a  ves- 
sel from  Philadelpliia  being  stranded  at  Eastham,  with  an 
hundred  and  twenty  pipes,  bound  to  Boston ;  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  of  them  saved,  which  are  ordered  to  this 
place. 

1  am,  w  ith  great  regard,  Sir,  )our  most  humble  servant, 
Stei'men  iMovlan,  Sec.  pro  ttin. 
To  Captain   IViirmm  Barllcll,  Agent,  Beverly. 
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ORDER  IN  COUNCIL. 

At  the  Court  at  St.  Jameses,  the  6th  day  o[  November, 
1775:  Present,  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in 
Council. 

Wiiereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board  a  Report 
from  a  committee  of  the  Lords  of  His  iMajesty's  most  hon- 
ourable Privy  Council,  dated  the  4th  of  this  instant,  upon 
considering  a  representation  from  the  Lords  Commissioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  proposing  that  all  ships  and  ves- 
sels clearing  out  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  trade,  should 
be  permitted  to  take  on  board  and  export  such  quantities 
of  Gunpowder  and  Military  Stores  as  shall  he  necessary 
for  their  respective  voyages:  His  Majesly,  taking  the  said 
report  into  consideration,  is  pleased,  with  the  advice  of  his 
Privy  Council,  to  approve  thereof,  and  to  order,  as  it  is 
hereby  ordered,  that  all  ships  and  vessels  clearing  out  for 
the  coast  o[  Africa,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  trade 
ibr  Slaves,  Ivory,  and  Gold,  be  permitted  to  take  on  board, 
as  an  assorted  part  of  their  cargoes,  as  much  Gunpowder, 
and  as  large  a  quantity  of  Trading-Guns,  Pistols,  Cutlasses, 
Flints  and  Lead  Balls,  Bars  and  Shot,  as  tl)e  exporters 
shall  think  necessary  ;  provided,  that  sufficient  security  be 
given  to  the  principal  officers  of  His  ftlajesty's  customs  of 
the  port  in  which  they  are  fitted  out,  and  before  they  pro- 
ceed upon  their  respective  voyages,  in  treble  the  value  of 
the  articles  so  exi)orted,  that  the  same  shall  be  expended  in 
tiade  upon  the  coast  oi'  Africa  ;  which  security  is  not  to  be 
cancelled  until  proof  of  such  expenditure  has  been  made 
by  the  oath  of  the  Captain  or  master  of  the  ship  or  vessel, 
in  like  maimer  as  is  practised  with  legard  to  Spirits  and 
East-India  goods,  used  in  carrying  on  that  trade.  And  His 
Majesty  is  further  pleased  to  order,  that  all  ships  and  ves- 
sels trading  to  the  said  coast  be  allowed  to  take  on  board, 
for  their  defence,  whatever  quantity  of  Carriage-Guns, 
Swivels,  and  Small-Arms,  shall  be  judged  proper  by  the 
respective  masters  thereof;  provided,  that  no  greater  quan- 
tity be  taken  on  board  any  one  ship,  for  her  defence,  than 
twelve  Carriage-Guns  and  twelve  SwiveH,  together  with 
one  Musket  or  Blunderbuss,  one  pair  of  Pistols,  and  one 
Cutlass,  for  every  person  of  which  the  ship's  company  shall 
consist,  and  Ammunition  in  pioportion  ;  provided,  that  suf- 
ficient security  be,  in  the  like  manner,  first  given  to  the  said 
principal  officers  of  the  customs  at  the  ports  where  (he 
ships  shall  be  fitted  out,  in  treble  the  value  thereof,  to  hiing 
back  the  Carriage-Guns,  Swivels,  and  Small-Arms,  so  taken 
on  board  for  the  defence  of  the  sliips,  when  the  voyage  is 
completed  ;  and  to  account  upon  oath  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  Ammunition.  And  the  right  honourable  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  are  to  give  the 
necessary  directions  herein  accordingly.         ,y    „ 

ADDRESS   OF   THE   BOROUGH   OF  NAIRN. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Town  Council 
of  the  Borough  o(  Nairn,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Col. 
Hector  Miinro,  their  Representative  in  Parliament. 
To  the  Kivg's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Borough  o/ Nairn. 
3Iost  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  faithful  sul)jects,  the  Provost, 
Magistrates,  and  Town  Council  of  the  Borough  ol'  Nuirn, 
think  it  oin-  indispensable  duty  upon  this  occasion  to  ap- 
proach our  Sovereign,  and,  with  unanimous  voice,  to  testify 
that  loyalty  and  attachment,  which  so  mild  and  equitable 
a  Government  must  ever  create  in  the  minds  of  a  grateful 
and  affectionate  people. 

Deeply  sensible  of  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy  under 
the  happy  auspices  of  such  a  reign,  we  cannot  but  retiect 
with  horror  and  detestation  on  the  audacious  attempts  that 
have  been  made  to  alienate  the  affections  of  your  subjects, 
and  kindle  the  fiame  of  civil  war.  May  such  infernal 
machinations  recoil  on  those  fiagitious  heads  that  framed 
them,  and  every  latent  vi[)er  of  sedition  be  dragn-ed  to  open 
light.' 

The  differences  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colo- 
nies have  now  come  to  sue!)  a  crisis,  that  every  community, 
every  inilividual,  ought  to  be  interested  in  the  publick  cause. 
Weak  as  our  utmost  efforts  may  be  deemed,  and  limited 
our  poweis,  each  heart  and  hand  devoted  to  your  service 
will,  with   the  most  ardent  zeal,  contribute  in   i)ronioting 


such  measures  as  may  be  now  thought  necessary  for  re- 
establishing the  violated  rights  of  the  British  Legislature, 
and  bringing  back  to  order  and  allegiance  your  Majesty's 
deluded  and  unhappy  subjects  in  America. 
By  order  of  the  Magistrates  and  Council, 

Levis  Rose,  Provost. 

Nairn,  November  6,  1775. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  HEREFORD. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  chief  Citizens  of 
the  City  of  Hereford,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Sir 
Richard  Symons,  Baronet,  one  of  their  Representatives 
in  Parliament. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  faithful  subjects,  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  chief  Citizens  of  llie  ancient  and  loyal 
City  of  Hereford,  in  Council  assembled,  beg  leave,  at  this 
alarming  and  critical  juncture,  to  tender  our  sentiments  of 
duty  and  affection  to  your  Majesty,  and  our  inviolable  at- 
tachment to  our  free  and   happy  Constitution. 

Penetrated  with  these  sentiments,  we  lament  the  unna- 
tural defection  of  jiart  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  Ame- 
rica, from  their  allegiance  to  this  their  Parent  Slate,  as  well 
as  the  unsuccessful  endeavoiu's  hitherto  used  to  bring  them 
back  to  their  duty. 

We  trust  your  Majesty,  of  your  great  wisdom  and  cle- 
mency, will  ai)ply  wise  and  wholesome  measures  to  con- 
ciliate their  affections,  and  reclaim  those  deluded  jieople 
to  a  true  sense  of  their  duty  and  interest. 

But,  alas!  should  such  mea-ures  fail,  we  beg  leave  to 
assure  your  Majesly  that  we  are  ready,  to  the  utmost  of 
our  abilities,  to  support  your  Majesty  in  such  vigorous  and 
constitutional  measures  as  may  best  conduce  to  accomplish 
this  salutary  purpose,  and  promote  the  happiness  and  dig- 
nity of  your  Majesty  and  the  whole  British  Empire. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  at  the  Guildhall  in  the 
said  City,  the  sixth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  BURGH   OF  INVERNESS. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Town  Coun- 
cil of  the  Burgh  of  Inverness,  presented  to  His  Majesty 
by  Colonel  Hector  Munro,  their  Representative  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eiccllent  Majesty. 
The   humble  Address  of  the    Provost,   Magistrates,  and 

Toum  Council  of  the  Burgh  q/"  Inverness. 
3Iost  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Pro- 
vost, Magistrates,  and  Town  Council  of  your  Burgh  of 
Inverness,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  throne  with  the  most 
sincere  expressions  of  duty  and  attachment  to  your  Ma- 
jesty's person  and  Govermiient. 

We  acknowledge,  with  the  highest  degree  of  gratitude, 
the  many  blessings  we  enjoy  in  common  with  all  your  sub- 
jects, under  your  Majesty's  mild  and  just  Goveinment  , 
and  we  cannot  avoid  expressing  our  utmost  detestation  and 
abhorrence  of  that  spirit  of  rebellion  which  has  unhappily 
broke  forth  among  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  America, 
and  has  induced  tliein  to  take  up  arms  against  your  Ma- 
jesty and  the  just  authority  of  the  Legislature. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  sorrow  that  we  behold  the  sedi- 
tious designs  of  discontented  and  factious  men  so  far 
attended  with  success  as  to  seduce  your  infatuated  and 
deluded  subjects  in  the  Colonies  from  their  allegiance  and 
duty  to  your  Majesty  and  their  Parent  Slate  ;  and  we  do 
solemnly  declare  our  determined  resolution  of  supportini; 
your  Majesty's  Government,  lo  the  utmost  of  our  power, 
against  all  attempts  that  may  he  made  to  disturb  it,  either 
at  home  or  abroad. 

Our  most  sincere  and  ardent  prayers  are,  that  your  Ma- 
jesty's reign  may  be  long  and  prosperous,  and  that  you 
may  always  have  the  satisfaction  of  finding  yourself  the 
Sovereign  of  a  grateful,  free,  and  happy  people. 

Signed  in  our  name,  and  by  our  appointment,  the  seal 
of  the  Town  being  affixed,  at  Inverness,  the  6th  day  of  Ao 
vimbcr,  177.3.  ...  ,,  ., 

'  \\  ii.i.i  \M  Chisholm,  Provost. 
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ADDRESS   OF   THF.    CITY   OF   OXFORD. 

Address  of  tlie  Mayor,  Bailiffs,  and  Commonalty  of  tlie 
City  of  Oiford,   in    the   County  of  Otforil,  presented  to 
Mis  .Majesty  by  tlie  Rinht  Honourable  Lord  lioUit  Spen- 
cer, one  of  their  Representatives  in  Parliament. 
To  the  King''s  Must  Excellent  Mujeslij. 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
.^hiyor.  Bailiffs,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Oxford, 
in  the  County  of  Otfurd,  in  Common  Council  assembled, 
should  think  ourselves  failini,'  in  tliat  duty  which  we  owe 
to  \  our  Majesty,  if,  at  a  lime  when  the  greatest  part  of 
yonv  British  Dominions  have  declared  their  loyalty  to  your 
sacied  jierson,  we  should  remain  in  siletice,  without  giving 
your  Majesty  the  same  assurances  of  our  affection  towards 
you,  the  same  promises  of  supporting  your  just  righis,  and 
the  same  expressions  of  that  indignation  wiiich  we  feel  at 
the  unnatural  and  rebellious  spirit  which  now  pervades  the 
Continent  oi  Amcricu. 

We  have  observed,  with  the  most  sincei'e  and  heartfelt 
pleasure,  that  your  Majesty  has  not  been  tempted  to  en- 
danger the  Constitution  of  Great  Brilciii,  by  accepting 
the  alluring  offers  of  an  unconstitutional  increase  of  your 
prerogative. 

We  have  observed,  too,  with  the  same  satisfaction,  that 
your  Majesty  has  made  every  possible  effort  to  put  a  stoj) 
to  the  effusion  of  blood,  and  to  bring  back  youv  American 
subjects  to  their  former  obedience,  without  tainting  the 
dignity  of  your  crown,  or  hurting  the  safety  of  your  realm. 
That  part  of  your  .Majesty's  gracious  speech,  by  which  we 
are  given  to  understand  that  your  commissions,  sent  to 
America,  contain  in  them  a  power  of  granting  special  or 
general  pardons,  and  of  receiving  the  submission  of  whole 
Provinces,  confirms  our  ideas  of  your  Majesty's  earnest 
desire  of  a  reconciliation  with  your  deluded  Colonies. 

We  thought  that  ^we/7V«  had  reason  to  complain  of  the 
unconditional,  unlimited  right  of  taxation  claimed  by  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  but  as  the  grievance  was,  in 
our  apprehension,  redressed  by  a  measure  taken  in  the  last 
session  of  Parliament,  and  as  America  has  contemptuously 
rejected  that  redress,  absolutely,  even  without  making  it  a 
ground  of  treaty,  we  cannot  but  think  that  she  entertains 
views  totally  inconsistent  with  the  subordination  uhich  she, 
Iiy  every  principle  of  right  and  sound  policy,  owes  to  the 
Crown  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

Confidini;  in  your  Majesty's  good  intentions,  in  the  (irm 
resolution  of  your  .Ministers,  in  the  steatly  support  of  your 
two  Houses  of  Parliament,  in  the  loyalty  of  your  faithful 
subjects,  and  in  that  high  spirit  of  this  Nation,  which  in  a 
just  cause  has  always  enabled  her  to  siu-mounl  the  gieatest 
dilliculties,  we  offer  to  your  Majesty  our  most  hearty  as- 
surances of  supporting  the  rights  of  your  crown,  and  of 
maintaining  the  legislative  authority  of  yom- Parliament,  in 
everv  pari  of  your  extended  Dominions. 

Given  imder  our  common  seal,  at  our  Council  Chani- 
lier,  in  the  ("ity  o(  Ovford,  the  sixth  day  o(  Novcmlnr.  in 
the  sixteenth  year  of  your  .Majesty's  reign. 


ItE.N'RICO   COUNTY    (vIUOINm)    COMMITTF.K. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  of  7 /oj/vVo  Coimty, 
on  Monday,  the  6th  of  yovcmhcr,  177."),  for  the  pur|)ose  of 
electing  a  Committee,  agreeable  to  ordinance  of  Conven- 
tion, u]ion  closing  the  ballot,  a  majority  of  votes  appeared 
foi-  the  following  genllemen,  viz:  Peter  ll'inslon,  Sathan- 
itl  U'illdnson,  Turner  Soutiiall,  Martin  Burton,  Samuel 
I'rirc,  Richard  Adams,  Joshua  Storrs,  Joseph  Leivis, 
Daniel  Price,  John  Halts.  Thomas  Tlcasants,  Reverend 
Miles  Seldcn,  Daniel  Lavrcnce  lli/llon,  Samuel  Duval, 
Thomas  Frosscr,  Abraham  Coirlaj.l)arid  Boules,  Julius 
allien,  Richard  Randolph,  Docloi'  John  Powell,  and  Isaac 
Yount^husband,  who  are  accordingly  apjioinhul  a  Commit- 
tee as  aibresaid.  After  which,  fifteen  meml)ers  being  |)re- 
scnt,  formed  a  meeting. 

Resolved,  uuanimoush/,  'I'liat  the  Rev.  Miles  Sclden  be 
appointed  Chairman  to  this  ('ounniiiee. 

Resolved,  That  John  Bccklei/  be  a|)pointed  Clerk. 

Resolved,  unanimousli/,  That  no  Provision,  Fuel,  or 
Naval  Stores,  be  allowed  to  be  water-borne,  from  this  Coun- 
ty, witliout  the  permission  of  the  honoin-able  Conniiiltee  of 
Safety  first  had  and  obtained  for  that  pur[io=e. 


Zachariah  Rowland,  who  stood  bound  with  Samvcl 
Duval,  gent.,  his  security,  in  the  jienalty  of  one  hundred 
Pounds,  payable  to  the  mend^ers  of  the  last  Committee, 
and  their  successors,  uj)on  condition  of  his  complying  with 
a  resolution  of  the  Committee  made  the  14th  of  October 
lust,  to  prohibit  his  exporting  a  ijuantity  of  provision  and 
fuel,  shipped  on  board  a  vessel,  of  which  he  is  pan  owner, 
from  this  County  to  Norfolk,  or  lower  down  James  River 
than  Jfl7/i£'s?ouY(,  without  the  permission  of  the  honourable 
Committee  of  Safety,  this  day  appeared,  and  prayed  an 
inquiry  into  his  conduct  upon  that  occasion,  and  that  this 
Committee  would  bear  testimony  of  the  guilt  or  innocence 
thereof  to  the  publick.  He  then  produced  an  extract 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  honourable  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty ;  also,  a  certificate  under  the  band  of  Colonel  Patrick 
Jlcnry;  from  which,  and  the  testimony  of  Cupla'm  John 
Kerr,  a  witness  who  was  sworn  and  examined,  it  appears 
that  the  said  Zachariah  Rowland  waited  upon  the  hon- 
ourable Committee  of  Safety,  to  know  their  determination 
respecting  his  vessel ;  and  that,  upon  finding  they  were  of 
opinion  that  she  ought  not  to  proceed  lo  Nnrfolk,  with  the 
said  provisions  and  fuel,  he  sent  different  written  messages 
to  his  partner,  John  Leonard,  then  on  board  the  said  ves- 
sel, at  the  mouth  of  Archer's  Hope  Creek,  apprizing  him 
of  the  determination  of  that  honourable  body,  and  of  their 
common  danger,  in  case  of  a  non-compliance  therewith.  It 
also  appears,  that  all  the  said  written  messages  reached  the 
hands  of  the  said  .hhn  Leonard ;  and  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  same,  and  all  the  tliligence  and  precaution  the  said 
Zachariah  Rowland  could  make  use  of  to  prevent  it,  the 
vessel  actually  pioceeded  in  the  night  time,  with  the  said 
]irovision  and  fuel  on  board,  to  Norfolk,  of  which  Mr.  Row- 
land immediately  gave  information  to  the  honourable  Com- 
mittee of  Safety.  It  further  appears,  that,  in  a  short  time 
after,  two  tenders  from  the  Navy  came  up  to  the  mouth  of 
Archer's  Hope  Creek  and  seized  two  other  vessels,  which 
were  in  tlie  same  predicament  with  Mr.  Rowland's.  Upon 
consideration  of  which,  this  Committee  are  unanimously  of 
opinion,  that  the  procedure  of  the  said  vessel  as  above- 
mentioned,  contrary  to  the  determination  of  the  honour- 
able Committee  of  Safety,  was  not  done  with  the  privity, 
knowledge,  or  consent,  of  the  said  Zachariah  Rowland ; 
but  that  he  has  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  comply 
therewith,  and  throughout  the  whole  of  bis  conduct  upon 
that  occasion  manifested  himself  a  real  friend  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  his  Country.  And  the  said  Zachariah 
Rowland,  and  Samuel  Duval,  his  security,  are  discharged 
from  their  recognizance  abovemcniioned,  which  is  hcreljy 
declared  to  be  void. 

By  order  of  the  Conimitlee: 

John  Becklt:v,  Clerk. 


.■OLKF.RT 


IDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 


DOfW   TO  TUt 

[Ii-:ul  .N'ovc-Mil.cr  11,  177.x- 

AUiany,  November  C,  177.'). 

Sir:  This  is  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Deanc  (who  was 
sent  by  the  Commissioners  to  the  Six  Nations,  to  recapi- 
tulate to  them  what  was  said  to  them  at  the  treaty  here  in 
Albany)  is  returned,  and  informs  me  that  the  Cayuga, 
Mohawk,  and  Scnecas,  who  went  with  Colonel  Johnson, 
arc  returned  from  Canada,  and  informed  their  brethren 
that  they  had  taken  up  the  hatchet  against  the  Colonies, 
at  the  retjuest  of  Colonel  Johnson,  in  Canada,  which  their 
brethren,  who  had  been  on  the  treaty  here,  were  much 
displeased  with,  and  insisted  that  they  should  bring  said 
hatchet  to  the  Commissioners  at  Albany,  to  be  buried  ; 
others  were  that  they  should  bring  back  to  Colonel  John- 
son. The  majority  were  for  its  being  brought  [o  Albany, 
to  the  Commissioners;  and  they  have  let  me  know  thai, 
the  latter  end  of  the  month,  sixty  or  seventy  of  the  chiefs 
will  be  here  for  that  purpose,  which  will  be  attended  with 
a  considerable  expense.  .And  as  I  have  no  orders  fiom  the 
honourable  Congress  to  lay  out  any  money  for  their  travel- 
ling expenses  to  and  fro,  1  should  bo  glad  to  have  any  di- 
rections from  the  honourable  Board  how  to  act,  whether  I 
am  to  lay  out  at  my  discretion,  and  to  be  accountable  to  the 
honourable  Congress,  or  be  limited  to  a  certain  sum;  of 
which  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed  per  bearer. 

As  the  Commissioners,  at  the  treaty  here,  recommended 
:o  the  honourable  Congress  to  send  two  blacksmiths  in  the 
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Indian  country,  since  wliicli,  one  of  the  chiefs  has  been 
here  with  a  string  of  wampum,  and  desired  me  not  to  fail 
sending  smiths  in  their  country,  (1  liaving  had  no  orders 
from  the  lionourable  Congress  to  send  any,  it  is  yet  omitted,) 
as  they  have  for  these  many  years  past  constantly  had  them, 
both  from  former  Commissioners  and  Sir  IVillinm;  and  if 
])ossibie  that  they  may  have  some  powder,  as,  without  that, 
they  cannot  sujiport  themselves  and  families. 

As  they  are  now  well  disposed  towards  us,  1  think  it 
expedient  to  exert  ourselves  in  maintaining  that  liarmuu)-, 
which  1  have  and  always  will  endeavour  to  cidtivaie  and 
maintain,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  but  it  will  be  cei'- 
tainiy  attended  with  expenses. 

As  I  have  no  interpreter,  (and  frerjucnt  occasions  for 
one,)  1  beg  the  honourable  Congress  will  apjioint  or  give 
nie  authority  to  appoint  one. 

I  am,  Sii',  your  most  obedient  and  liund)le  seivnnt. 

Voi,Ki:itT  P.  Doiw. 
To  the  Honourable  Jolin  Hancock,  Esip,  President  of  the 

Continental  Congress,  at  Fhihuklphiu. 

GICNERAL   SCHUYLER  TO   GKNEUAl,   WAS  II  ]  NfiTON. 

Dear  General:  Your  Excellency's  fa\our  of  the  2Gth 
ultimo  1  had  the  honour  to  receive  on  the  -id  instant. 

I  have  long  since  signified  to  Congress  the  necessity  of 
a  delegation  from  them  to  this  place,  and  in  their  last  to 
me,  of  the  1 2th  ult.,  they  (unfortunately  for  me)  say  that 
it  did  not  appear  necessary  then.  I  took  the  liberty  to 
lament  that  they  were  not  in  sentiment  with  me  on  the 
subject,  and  to  add  that  I  thought  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  one  should  be  sent,  so  that  I  lio[)e  soon  to  see  some 
of  the  gentlemen  here.  A  variety  of  regulations  are  neces- 
sary to  be  made  in  this  quarter  ;  a  task  to  which  I  feel  my- 
self greatly  inadequate,  but  which,  if  1  had  even  judgment 
enough  to  arrange  with  propriety,  the  shattered  condition 
of  my  constitution  is  such  that  matters  so  momentous  as 
these  should  not  be  left  to  so  precarious  an  event  as  that 
of  my  being  able  to  support  the  fatigue  ;  for  General  Mont- 
gomtry,  though  endowed  with  shining  abilities,  will  have 
his  time  so  totally  engrossed  with  other  matters,  that  he  will 
not  be  able  to  attend  to  these. 

Should  success  crown  our  endeavours  d.\.  St.  John's,  (){ 
which  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt,  the  entire  reduction 
of  Canada  will,  in  all  probability,  be  the  consequence  ;  an 
event  which  will  open  new  scenes.  An  army  to  be  formed 
and  properly  disposed  of  in  that  quarter;  provisions,  am- 
munition, and  every  necessary  to  be  procured  for  it ;  prepa- 
rations to  be  made  for  the  next  campaign  ;  proper  places 
to  be  determined  on,  and  fortifications  to  be  erected  to  de- 
fend that  Province  against  any  attacks  that  may  be  made 
on  it  in  the  ensuing  year;  small  craft  to  be  constructed 
here,  that  a  re-enforcement  may  be  speedily  sent  into  Ca- 
nada, in  case  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  support  what 
troops  may  be  stationed  there;  galleys,  carrying  heavy 
artillery,  to  prevent  vessels  of  force  from  coming  up  the 
St.  Lawrence;  a  mode  of  government  to  be  adopteil  in  a 
country  where  all  will  be  anarchy  and  confusion  without  it; 
and  probably  a  variety  of  other  interesting  regtdations  to 
take  place,  that  do  not  just  now  occur  to  me. 

Your  Excellency  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that 
I  feel,  in  the  most  sensible  manner,  the  favourable  o|iinion 
you  are  jjlcased  to  entertain  of  me  ;  and  1  am  confident 
General  ^Imtgomcnj  will  not  be  less  affected  on  what  you 
observe  of  him.  I  do  myself  the  pleasure,  thi^  day,  to 
write  that  gentleman,  and  shall  convey  to  him  }our  best 
wishes  and  respects. 

The  vast  benefit  that  would  residt  from  a  successful  con- 
clusion of  the  campaign,  in  this  quarter,  has  been  so  deeply 
impressed  upon  me,  that  I  have  often  regretted  that  the 
operations  were  not  commenced  at  an  earlier  period,  and, 
when  commenced,  that  so  much  tardiness  prevailed  in 
sending  up  the  necessary  stores  and  troops.  That  you,  my 
dear  General,  should  feel  an  anxiety  to  induce  you  to  ask 
those  questions  which  you  have  done  in  so  polite  and 
friendly  a  manner,  is  what  I  can  easily  suppose. 

The  difliculties  under  which  General  Montgomery  has 
laboured  have  been  in  the  extreme,  and  which  he  most 
pathelically  laments  in  a  letter  to  me  of  the  1.3th  ult.,  an 
extract  of  which  i  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  your 


Excellency,  together  with  the  o|iinion  of  a  Council  of  \Var 
held  on  that  day,  and  which  1  forgot  to  transmit  you  in  the 
hurry  with  which  I  sent  off  my  last.  And  in  his  letter  of 
the  23d  ult.  he  says:  "Our  re-enforceinents  not  yet  ar- 
rived. At  this  instant  1  have  not  in  my  camp  above  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  I  wish  much  to  send  a  strong 
detachment  to  the  Island  oi  Montreal ;"  a  manoeuvre  which 
would  have  taken  place  sooner,  had  it  been  in  his  power, 
or  been  prudent  to  have  gone  into,  neither  of  which  I 
think  it  was,  and  shall  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  ob- 
servations in  support  of  this  opinion. 

At  no  period,  until  this,  has  it  appeared  to  me  that  it 
would  have  been  prudent  to  have  passed  St.  John's, 
although  a  sufiicienl  force  could  have  been  left  for  forming 
a  blockade;  for  previous  to  the  reduction  o(  Chaw/dy,  and 
the  success  of  our  troops  in  repulsing  the  attack  of  Mon- 
sieur Rrgouvillc,  who  was  sent  from  Montreal  with  two 
lumdred  and  forty  men,  muI  expected  to  be  joined  by  the  in- 
habitants of  three  of  the  most  populous  parishes  on  tlie  south 
side  of  theiSV.  Lawrence,  in  which  he  was  disappointed  to 
a  man,  and  which  has  in  some  measure  evinced  the  temper 
of  the  Canadians  towards  us,  and  given  us  better  assu- 
rances than  any  we  have  had  of  their  friendly  disposition, 
for  until  then  their  real  sentiments  were  problematical  ; 
and  about  this  time,  too,  we  sunk  their  best  armed  vessel, 
so  that  we  can  now  spare  more  men  for  an  attack  upon 
Montreal,  which,  if  not  prevented  by  other  obstacles,  was 
General  Montgomery's  intention,  as  soon  as  the  re-enforce- 
ment above  alluded  to  should  arrive,  which  took  place  on 
the  26th  or  27th,  and  consiste<l  of  General  IJ'ooster's,  of 
three  hrmdred  and  thirty-five,  and  Major  Tathill,  oi'ColonfA 
Holmes's,  with  two  hundred  and  twenty -five,  ofticers  of 
both  included.  In  the  numbeis,  howevei-,  he  will  be  dis- 
appointed, as  Gen.  H'ooster  had  returned  four  hundred  and 
eighty-four  e:n:ctives  from  Albany,  but  discharged  ninety- 
nine  between  this  and  Albany,  anil  left  fifiy-one  sick  here; 
and  the  others,  loo,  fell  greatly  short  of  what  I  expected. 

If  a  blockade  had  been  formed  before  the  abovemen- 
tioned  events  took  place,  it  must  have  been  sufliciently 
strong,  not  only  to  have  guaided  against  the  danger  of  a 
sortie,  but  to  have  prevented  the  enemy's  armed  vessels, 
which  greatly  surpassed  oiu's  in  strength,  from  getting  to 
the  southward  of  us,  and  thereby  effectually  cut  off  every 
possibility  of  retieat  ;  which,  if  they  had  been  able  to  ac- 
complish, the  Canadians,  I  do  firmly  believe,  would  imme- 
diately have  joined  Mr.  Carleton.  Rut  if  a  sufficient  body 
had  been  left,  that  to  make  the  attempt  on  Montreal  \\o\\\A 
have  been  too  weak  for  such  a  service  ;  and  if  they  hnd 
met  with  a  repulse,  the  Canadians,  in  that  case,  would  not 
have  hesitated  one  moment  to  have  acted  against  u*:,  (as 
Colonel  .(4//e??,  in  his  report  to  ine,  observes,)  and  all  our 
hopes  in  Canada  would  have  been  at  an  end.  But  another 
difticulty  presented  itself,  and  which  1  do  not  know  how 
the  detachment  which  General  Montgomery  proposed  to 
send,  or  has  sent,  will  even  now  surmount — the  want  of 
craft  to  convey  a  body  of  troops,  sufiicient  to  promise  suc- 
cess, to  the  Island  o{  Montreal,  across  the  St.  Lawrence, 
(which  is  deep,  rapid,  and  wide,)  as  no  crafi  can  pass  the 
fort  at  St.  John's,  to  go  down  the  iS'o?-e/;  which  obstacles 
would  be  immediately  removed  on  the  reduction  of  that 
fortress,  which  I  hope  has  taken  ])lace  by  this  time,  and 
then  1  shall  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  our  labours 
will  be  at  an  end  in  this  quarter,  except  from  what  difficul- 
ties may  arise  from  the  intemperate  desire  our  people  have 
to  return  to  their  habitations;  my  fears  on  which  account 
I  have  exjjressed  to  Congress. 

If  we  had  passed  it  wholly,  and  could  have  got  to  and 
succeeded  against  Montreal,  St.  John's  would  undouhtedh' 
have  fallen.  But  what  a  vast  risk  I  No  less  than  that  ol 
the  loss  of  the  whole  Army,  the  commanfl  of  Lake  Cham- 
pluin,  Ticonderoga,  and  Crown  Point :  for  no  retreat  could 
possibly  have  taken  place;  the  dependance  on  the  CV;n«- 
dians  uncertain.  And  if  they  had  fountl  us  incapable  ot' 
passing  lo  Montreal  for  want  of  boats,  or  of  retreating  on 
the  same  account,  it  is  ceitain  we  shoidd  have  found  them 
opposed  to  us. 

In  this  view  of  things,  I  hope  it  will  be  thought  that 
eitlier  attempt  would  have  been  injudicious. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  you  sundiy  extracts 
of  my  letters  to  Congress,  with  extracts  of  their  answers, 
by  which  your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  I  have  ii]nte(; 
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at  several  lliinss  which  I  conceived  claimed  the  attention 
of  Congress.  Enclose  you,  also,  a  list  of  the  olFicers  made 
prisoners  at  St  John's.  The  return  of  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  is  either  mislaid,  or  by  mistake 
enclosed  to  Governour  Trvinbull. 

Be  so  good  as  to  assure  the  gentlemen  of  your  family 
that  they  have  rny  best  wishes. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedi- 
ent and  very  humble  servant,  p„„^,p  Schuvleb. 
General  IVashhigton.            

GF.NKRAL    MONTGOMKUY  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

[Extract.] 
Camp  near  St.Joliii's,  Octobr-r  13,  177.">. 

Dear  General:  Some  time  ago  I  informed  you  of  my 
intentions  to  make  my  approaches  on  the  west  side,  as  soon 
as  the  expected  re-enforcement  enabled  me  to  undertake 
it.  1  had  had  a  road  cut  to  the  intended  ground,  and  some 
fascines  made,  when  I  was  informed,  by  Major  Brown,  that 
a  general  dissatisfaction  prevailed  ;  that  unless  something 
was  undertaken  in  a  few  days  there  would  be  a  mutiny; 
and  that  the  universal  sense  of  the  Army  was  to  direct  all 
our  attention  lo  the  east  side.  The  impatience  of  the 
troops  to  get  home  has  prevented  their  seeing  the  impos- 
sibility of^undertaking  this  business  sooner,  the  duty  being 
hard  for  the  troops,  even  on  the  present  confined  state  of 
operations. 

When  I  mentioned  my  intentions,  I  diil  not  consider  I 
was  at  tlie  head  of  troops  who  cany  the  spirit  of  freedom 
into  the  field,  and  think  for  themselves. 

Upon  considering  the  fatal  consequences  which  might 
flow  from  a  want  of  subordination  and  discipline,  (should 
this  ill-humour  continue,)  my  unstable  authority  over  troops 
of  dilFerent  Colonies,  the  iiisufliciency  of  the  military  law, 
and  my  own  want  of  powers  to  enforce  it,  weak  as  it  is,  I 
thought  it  expedient  to  call  the  Field-Officers  together. 
Enclosed  I  send  you  the  result  of  our  deliberations. 

I  am,  Uc,       '  Richard  Montgomery. 


I'rucccdings  of  a    Council  of  fl'ar  held  at  St.  John's, 
October  13,  1775. 
I  proposed  establishing  a  battery  of  all  our  spare  heavy 
cannon  on   the   rising  ground   exactly  opposite  the  stone 
house   in  the   north   redoubt,  (in   the  west   face  of  which 
there  is  but  one  embrasure  open,)  at  the  distance  of  about 
four    hundred    yards,  securing    this  battery  with   a  work 
capable  of  being  well  defended  by  two  hundred  men.   From 
this  battery  our  approaches  might  be  continued  to  the  ditch, 
and,  by  the  time   we  anived  there,  the  fraise  round  the 
berm  would  be  destroyed,  the  rani|)art  in  a  ruinous  state, 
and  the  large  house  (which   is  said   to  be   their   principal 
barrack)  would   be  destroyed,  as  every  shot   that  missed 
the  rampart  must  take  the  iioiise.     Two  four-]iounders,  on 
the  east  side,  would  answer  the  end  of  securing  the  west 
rampart  in  reverse,  and  thereby  slackening  the  opposition 
of  the  enemy.     By  this  mode  of  proceeding,  if  our  am- 
munition  held  out,  there  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  some 
prospect  of  success,  notwithstanding  the  superior  artillery 
of  the  garrison,  which  could  not  be  mounted  in  its  proper 
place  time  enough   to   prevent  the  erection   of  our   bat- 
tery.    The  P^'ield-Officers  were,  to  a  man,  of  opinion  that 
my  reasons  were    insuflicient,  being   afraid   the  designed 
ground   was,  at  this  season,  loo  \.'et  for  approaches,  and 
strongly  of  o])inion  our   heavy  cannon,  on   the  east  side, 
would   more  elfectually   distress  the  enemy  by   annoying 
their  buildings  ;  the  fort  having  a  gentle  slope  to  the  river, 
and  which  was  urged  as  the  strongest  motive  by  destroying 
their  schooner.      In  vain  1  represented  that  if  every  build- 
iii'T  was  destroyed,  the  garrison  could   not  surrender  with- 
oul  a  probability  of  an  assault,  which  could   never  arise 
from  any  attack  on   the  o|)posite  side  of  the  river;  that 
the   vessel   could  not   be   destroyed,   because    .she   would 
cliange  her  place  in  such  a  manner  as  to  elude  our  batte- 
ries ;'^tliat  we  had  but  little  powder  or  lime  to  throw  away 
on  experiments  ;   that  I  had  a  moral  certainly  they  would 
find  themselves  minaken  ;  and,  finally,  that  they  must  take 
it  upon   themselves,  for   1    would   not  oppose  the  general 
sense  of  the   Army,  and  should  enforce   the   measure   by 
everv  effort  in  inv  nuuer. 


I  cannot  help  observing  to  how  liitle  purpose  1  am  here. 
Were  1  not  afraid  the  example  would  be  too  generally  fol- 
lowed, and  that  the  publick  service  might  sufl'er,  I  would 
not  stay  an  hour  at  the  head  of  troops  whose  operations  I 
cannot  direct.  1  must  say  1  have  no  hopes  of  success, 
unless  from  the  garrison's  wanting  provisions. 

Richard  Montgomery. 


danbury   (connecticit)  committee. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Insjjection  for  the 
Town  of  Danbiiri/,  November  6,  1775: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Selectmen  of 
Danbury,  not  to  allow  any  persons  from  abroad  to  take 
up  their  residence  in  the  said  Town,  unless  they  produce 
a  Certificate  from  the  ('ommiltee  of  Inspection,  Observa- 
tion, or  Safety,  for  the  Town  or  County  from  whence  they 
remove,  that  they  are  friends  to  the  cause  of  American 
liberty. 

And  it  is  likewise  ordered,  that  this  ResoKe  be  pub- 
lished in  Mr.  Holt's  Journal. 

Samuel  Taylor,  Com.  Clerk. 


IN  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY,  RHODE-ISLAND. 

j-in  Art  for  the  punishment  of  persons  wlio  shall  be  found 
guilty  of  holding  a  traitorous  correspondence  leith  the 
Ministry  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  their  Officers 
or  Agents,  or  of  supplying  the  Ministerial  Army  or 
Navy,  that  now  is  or  may  be  employed  in  America 
against  the  Ignited  Colonies,  n-ith  Frovisions,  Can- 
nun,  Arms,  Ammunition,  or  warlike  or  naval  Stores, 
or  of  acting  as  Pilots  on  board  any  of  their  Ships  or 
T'esscls. 

Whereas  tlie  iMinistry  of  Grnit  Britain  have,  for  seve- 
ral years  last  past,  steadily  pursued  a  plan  for  subjecting 
the  inhabitants  of  the  British  Colonies  in  America  to  an 
absolute,  unconditional  state  of  slavery,  and  have  proceed- 
ed at  length  to  the  burning  of  our  Towns,  and  spreading 
desolation  and  slaughter,  as  far  as  it  hath  been  in  their 
power,  through  the  Country,  in  a  manner  totally  inconsist- 
ent with  the  practice  of  civilized  naiions,  and  unworthy  of 
the  leputation  formerly  sustained  by  British  troops;  and 
whereas  the  aforesaid  Colonies  have  been  reduced  lo  the 
fatal  necessity  of  taking  up  arms  in  defence  of  those  ines- 
timable rights  and  liberties  which  they  derive  fioin  the  uii- 
i  rring  laws  of  nature  and  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
British  Constitution,  and  which  they  cannot  resign  but 
with  iheir  lives;  and  uliereas  several  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  Colonies,  lost  to  every  generous  sentiment  of  lib- 
eriy,  of  love  to  their  Country  and  posterity,  have  kejit  up 
a  traitorous  correspondence  with,  and  supplied  the  Minis- 
terial Troops  and  Navy,  and  some  of  them  have  acled  as 
pilots  on  board  their  ships  and  vessels,  whereby  the  safety 
and  liberties  of  the  said  Colonies  may  be  greatly  endan- 
gered : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and 
by  the  authority  thereof  it  is  enacted,  That  if  any  of  the 
inhabiiants  of  the  said  Colonies,  wilhin  (his  Colony,  or  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  wilhin  any  other  Colony, 
shall  be  found  guilty  of  holding  a  traitorous  correspond- 
ence with  the  Ministry  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  their 
oflicers  and  agents,  or  of  sup|)lying  the  Ministerial  Army 
or  Navy  that  now  is  or  may  be  employed  in  America, 
against  the  United  Colonies,  w\l\]  provisions,  cannon,  arms, 
ammunition,  or  warlike  or  naval  stores,  or  of  acting  as  pilots 
on  board  any  of  their  ships  or  vessels,  he  or  lliey  so  ofTend- 
iiig  shall  sufi'cr  the  pains  of  death,  as  in  cases  of  felony, 
and  shall  forfeit  his  lands,  goods,  and  chattels,  to  the  Co- 
lony, to  be  disposed  of  by  the  General  Assembly  as  they 
shall  think  lit,  all  necessary  charges  of  prosecution,  con- 
demnation, and  execution,  being  first  deducted  ;  and  that 
all  offences  against  this  act  shall  be  cognizable  before  the 
Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of  Assize,  and  Gene- 
ral Jail  Delivery,  of  this  Colony.  The  negotiation  and 
treaty  of  the  Town  Council  with  Captain  Wallace,  respect- 
ing the  supiilyiiig  the  shijis  of  war  stationed  in  the  harbour 
o(  Ntirport,  and  the  regulation  thereof  by  the  command- 
ing oflicer,  allowed  of  by  this  General  Assembly  at  this 
present  session,  to  be  excepted  out  of  this  act. 

ylnd  be   it  further  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly, 
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That  this  act  sliall  be  in  force  in  ten  days  after  the  rising     is  going  upon  too  large  a  scale,  and  that  he  will  make  the 
of  this  Assembly;  and  that  the  same  be  published  in  the     outfit  of  his  vessel  too  expensive.     The  intention  of  fittins 


Gazette  and  JSeicport  Mercury. 

Henry  Ward,  Secretary. 


Providence  Gazette  and  JSeicport  Mercury.  out  these  vessels  is  not  to  attack  the  armed,  but  to  take 

the  unarmed  vessels  ;  which  Captain  Martiiulale  seems  to 
have  lost  sight  of,  by  putting  so  many  carriage-guns  on 
board  the  Washington;  but  I  sincerely  hope  his  success 
will  amply  repay  the  expense.  The  ammunition  is  pre- 
paring— forty  rounds  for  each  gun,  one  barrel  of  loose 
powder,  for  priming,  &,c.,  and  a  proper  cjuantity  of  match 
rope.  I  doubt  much  whether  we  shall  be  able  to  get  the 
osnaburghs  which  the  Captain  writes  for;  if  to  be  had,  it 
will  go  by  the  same  conveyance  with  the  ammunition. 
There  is  no  swivel-shot  to  be  had  here.  If  we  cannot  pro- 
cure some  time  enough,  shall  send  four-ounce  balls;  which, 
I  think,  will  answer  every  purpose.  You  will  please  to 
communicate  the  part  of  this  letter  which  regards  Captain 
Mariindale  unto  him,  and  to  Captain  Boiccn,  as  I  do  not 

if  they  should  attempt  to  land  any  of  their  men,  1  would     believe  I  shall   have   time  to  write  them  by  this  convey- 

iiave  the  good  jieople  of  the  country  by  all  means  to  make  ...  ....  .  -.  -    -- 

every  possible  opposition  in  their  power,  for  it  will  be  much 

easier  to  prevent  their  making  a  lodgement,  than  to  force 

them  from  it  when  they  have  got  possession. 

I  write  by  this  conveyance  to  Colonel  P/iinncy,  who 

will  give  you  every  advice  and  assistance  in  his  power.     I 

sincerely  sympathize  with  the  people  in  the  distress  they 

are  drove  to,  but  it  is  in  such  times  that  they  should  exert 

themselves  in  the  noble  cause  of  liberty. 
I  am.  Sir,  &;c.,  ^,  n, 

'  '  (jEORGE    VVaSIIINOTO.N. 

To  Enoch  Moody,  Esij.,  Chainnan,  &c. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  VAI, MOUTH. 
Cambridge,  Novcinbcr  G,  1775. 
Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  2d  instant,  and  am 
very  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  supply  the  necessities 
of  the  Town  of  Falmouth.  I  have  referred  the  gentlemen 
who  brought  me  your  letter  to  tlie  General  Court  of  this 
Province,  who,  I  hope,  will  fall  upon  some  method  for 
your  assistance.  The  arrival  of  the  Cerberus,  man-of-war, 
IS  very  alarming.  1  do  not  ap]irehend  they  will  attcmjU 
to  penetrate  into  the  country,  as  you  seem  to  be  afraid  of; 


ance.  The  eighty  men  will  be  sent,  and  General  Greene 
has  been  applieil  to  for  a  Second  Lieutenant.  The  mas- 
ter will  be  on  just  the  same  footing  with  the  masters  of  the 
other  armed  vessels.  1  don't  know  the  use  of  a  drum  and 
fife  on  board,  nor  do  I  imagine  that  any  of  the  other  ves- 
sels have  got  them;  but  if  it  will  give  Captain  Murtindak 
any  pleasure,  be  shall  be  indulged  with  them. 

I  am,  with  respect,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Stephen  Moylan,  Sec  y  pro  teiii. 
To  If'iUiam  H'atson,  Esq.,  PJyrnoulh. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO   COLONEL   PIIINNEV. 

Cambridge,  Novcmb,  i-  (i,  1775. 

Sir:   Having  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Enoch  Moody, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  o(  Falmouth,  that  the  iiihab' 


JERE.MIAH   HALL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Hanover,  November  C,  1775. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  The  Committees 
of  Correspondence  and  Inspection  in  the  County  of  Ply- 
mouth, viz:  of  Hanover,  Scituatc,  Pembroke,  nnd  3Iarsh- 


tants  of  that  Town  are  greatly  alarmed  by  the  arrival  of    /«W,  were  notified    by  one  Captain  Toij/,  who  guards  on 
'he  Cerberus,  man-of-war,  and  are  under  c;,-eat  apprehen-     '''^  ^'^°'''^  ""^  Marshiuld,  that  he  had  two  inlamous  tones 


sion  that  some  of  the  Iv 
it  is  my  desire  that  you 


g  s  troops  will  be  landed  there, 
aise  all  the  force  you  can,  and 
give  the  Town  any  assistance  in  your  power.  The  diffi- 
culty of  removing  troops,  after  they  have  made  a  lodge- 
ment or  got  possession  of  a  place,  is  too  obvious  to  bo  men 
lioned.  You  will,  therefore,  use  every  possible  method 
to  prevent  their  effecting  that,  or  penetrating  into  the  coun- 
try, until  you  have  further  orders. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Colonel  Edmund  Phinnty,  at  FaLnouth. 


STKI'UEN  WOVLAN  TO  WILLIAM  WATSON. 

Head-Quarters,  November  G,  177.';. 

Sir:  I  am  ordered  by  his  Excellency  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  favours  of  the  30th  ultimo  and  3d  in- 
stant. Such  ai  tides  on  board  the  vessels  taken  by  Major 
Tapper  as  are  subject  to  perish,  you  had  better  have  sold 
off  immediately ;  the  vessels  and  appurtenances  to  be 
securely  laid  up,  and  the  cargoes  carefully  stored,  until 
further  orders  from  hence.  A  manifest  of  the  cargo  you 
will  please  to  send  us  as  soon  as  made  out.  The  advanced 
season  of  the  year,  and  the  difficulty  in  procuring  cannon, 
will  prevent  tlie  General's  ordering  more  armed  vessels  to 
be  fitted  out  for  the  present. 

By  your  last,  his  Excellency  observes  that  there  are 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  pipes  of  wine  saved  out  of  a 
vessel  bound  to  Boston,  and  wrecked  at  Easthain.  It  is 
his  desire  that  you  take  immediate  charge  of  them,  and 
forward  them  to  Cambridge  with  all  speed,  where  they 
will  be  sold  for  the  publick  use,  and  where  they  will  fetch 
a  good  price,  if  their  quality  is  tolerable.  Captain  Coit 
has,  I  find,  been  so  unlucky  as  to  get  aground  again.  I 
hope  his  misfortunes  are  now  over,  and  that  success  will 
attend  his  cruise;  which  it  will  give  pleasure  to  hear 
he  has  commenced.  I  hope  the  Lee  is  out  again.  The 
chance  of  taking  prizes  must  soon  be  over,  from  the  ad- 
vance of  the  season.     Therefore,  the  cruisers  should  now 


under  his  care,  who  Hcd  to  Boston  soon  after  the  Lexing- 
ton battle — one  of  them  a  native  and  inhabitant  o(  Marsh- 
ficld,  named  Nathaniel  Philips  ;  the  olher  o(  Pembroke, 
named  Thomas  Joselyn — who  have  been  in  Boston  from 
that  time  to  the  27ih  day  of  October,  as  may  appear  by 
their  permit;  who  have,  both  of  them,  signed  the  obnox- 
ious address  to  General  Gage,  when  bound  to  England. 
One  of  them,  viz:  Philips,  appears  to  be  sorry  for  his  past 
conduct;  the  other  stubborn,  refractory,  and  evasive.  And 
said  Committees  apprehending  that  said  tories  are  capable 
of  giving  intelligence  which  might  give  light  and  be  bene- 
ficial in  the  common  cause,  beg  leave  to  trouble  your  Ex- 
cellency with  their  examination;  and  that  your  Excellency 
would  judge  and  secure  them  according  to  their  demerits. 

Jere.  Hall,  Chm'n  of  said  Committee. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Escp,  Captain- 
General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Forces  of  the 
United  American  Colonics. 


WILLIAM   WATSON  TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Plymoutb,  November  ti,  177:.. 

Sir:  This  morning  Capt.  Coit,  after  a  cruise  of  thirty- 
six  hours,  brought  into  this  port  the  Schooner  Industry, 
Chas.  Coffin,  master,  and  the  Sloop  Polly,  Sibtline  White, 
master,  both  from  Nova-Scotia,  bound  to  Boston,  with 
provisions  for  the  garrison  there;  manifests  of  both  car- 
goes are  enclosed.  I  have  landed  the  cattle,  and  put  them 
to  pasture;  the  other  articles  I  shall  store  immediately, 
and  wait  your  Excellency's  orders. 

Captain  Coit  finds  his  main-mast  too  weak;  is  now  get- 


ting in  a  new  one,  and  \\\\\  sail  again  to-morrow.  Ca| 
tain  Manly  sailed  six  hours  before  Captain  Coit;  sine 
which,  we  have  heard  nothing  about  him. 

The  prisoners  will  be  sent  forward  to-morrow,  und- 
guard,  agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  instructions  to  Ca| 
tain  Coit.  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  expedite  Capta 
Martindale,  and  hope  that,  if  the  weatlier  favours,  he  w 
be  ready  in  a  few  days 


,      .  ,.    ,  •,,,.,  .,,  I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  aud  much  obliged 

be  m  port  as  lute  as  possible;  which  you  will  please  to     humble  servant,  w 

urge  to  the  gentlemen  who  command  them.  ^»  illiam  W  atson. 

The  General  is  apprehensive  that  Captain  Martindale     His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq. 
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PROCLAMATION  BY  GENERAL  HOWE. 

By  His  Excellency  the  Honourable  William  Howe,  Ma- 
jor-Geneml  and  Commancler-in- Chief  of  all  His  ]]]a- 

jesty's  Forces  ivithin  the  Colonics  lying  on  the  Atlan- 

TicK  Ocean,  from  Nova-Scotia  to  West-Florida, 

inclusive,  ^c,  ^c,  &,'C. 

A  Proclamation. 

Wbereas  the  present  and  approaching  distresses  of  many 
of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Town  of  Boston,  from  the  scaicity 
and  hifth  prices  of  Provisions,  Fuel,  and  other  necessary 
articles  of  life,  can  only  be  avoided  by  permitting  them  to 
go  where  they  may  hope  to  procure  easier  means  of  sub- 
sistence : 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  all  those  suflering  under  the 
abovementioned  circumstances,  who  choose  to  depart  the 
Town,  may  give  in  their  names  to  Captain  James  Urque- 
hart,  Town-Major,  before  Thursday,  twelve  o'clock,  on 
the  9th  instant,  specifying  their  names,  abodes,  number, 
and  names  of  those  in  family,  effects,  &ic.,  that  passes 
may  be  made  out,  conformable  to  regulations  already  esta- 
blished. 

Given  at   Head-Quarters,  in  Boston,  this  sixth  day  of 


J\'ovember,  \' 


William  Howe. 


CAPTAINS    BROUGIITON    AND    SELMAN    TO    GENERAL    WASH- 
INGTON. 

(iut  of  Cdiiso,  at  the  cntranco  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Liiwrencc,  ) 
November  C,  1775.       ^ 

May  it  please  vouu  Excellency:  We  attempted  for 
some  time  after  our  last  to  get  to  Spanish  River,  in  order 
to  take  the  brigantine  loading  with  coal ;  but  the  wind 
being  contrary,  and  blowing  up  a  heavy  storm,  we  were 
obliged  to  give  over  our  design.  We  then  stood  for  this 
place,  where  the  storm  has  hardly  yet  ceased  ;  we  are, 
however,  something  comforted  in  that  no  vessel  |)asses  tliis 
season  to  Boston,  Halifax,  or  to  any  part  of  America, 
from  (^nebeck,  but  must  |iass  within  gun-shot  of  us.  We 
found,  at  the  entrance  of  the  gut,  a  sloop  belonging  lo  John 
Denny,  o(  Ncu'-Havcn,  esteemed  by  Government  an  in- 
habitant of  Qucbcck,  which  was  cleared  out  from  Gaspce 
for  Nantucket,  freighted  by  himself  and  one  Buddinglon, 
a  passenger;  neither  of  these  men  appear  in  a  very  favour- 
al)le  light,  respecting  their  attachment  to  American  liber- 
ties. Buddiiigton  himself  daies  not  speak  in  favour  of 
Denny's  political  orthodoxy.  We,  at  the  first  conference, 
used  the  words  Yankees  and  Pumpkins,  with  apparent 
jeering,  and  asked  after  the  King's  troops.  They  answer- 
ed as  men  well-affected  to  the  Ministry  would.  Upon  being 
undeceived,  they  did  not  make  such  apologies  as  true  sons 
of  liberty,  strongly  attached  to  their  interest,  but  had  mis- 
taken their  company,  might  naturally  be  expected  to  do. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  think  ourselves  bound  to  send  the 
vessel,  cargo,  and  her  papers,  to  your  Excellency,  for  your 
decision.  The  owner,  Denny,  and  Buddington,  the  jirin- 
cipal  freighter,  shall  be  sent  by  the  first  opportunity  after 
this.  Captain  Hawkins,  master  of  the  sloop  we  sent  lo 
Beverhi  the  '2d  instant,  we  send  in  this  sloop;  who  will  be 
directed  lo  wait  on  your  Excellency  upon  his  arrival.  Im- 
meilialely  upon  tlie  wind  suiting,  we  shall  endeavour  to 
conform  to  the  spirit  of  your  Excellency's  oiders. 

We  remain  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servants, 

Nicholson  Broi-ghton, 
John  Selman. 
To  His  Excellencv  General  lVashins:ton. 


ADDRESS   or     THE    GENTLEMEN,     ETC.,    OF  THE    COUNTY   OK 
CLACKMANAN. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Clergy, 
Freeholders,  and  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  the  County 
o(Clackmanan,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Colonel  Ralph 
Abcrcromhy,  their  Representative  in  Parliament. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Gentlemen,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Clergy,  Freeholders, 
and  Connnissioncrs  of  Supply  of  the  County  o['  Clack  ma- 
nan,  conscious  of  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy  under  your 


mild  and  equitable  Government,  and  penetrated  with  the 
deepest  sense  of  the  imbappy  situation  into  which  so  great 
a  number  of  your  subjects  in  America  have  been  led,  by 
the  artful  and  traitorous  misrepresentations  of  their  self-inte- 
rested and  designing  leaders,  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach 
your  royal  throne,  to  assure  your  Majesly,  in  the  most  so- 
lemn and  publick  manner,  of  our  abhorrence  and  detestation 
of  their  unconstitutional  jirinciples,  and  of  the  heartfelt 
concern  uitli  which  we  behold  their  present  rebellion. 

\Ve  are  the  more  stiongly  induced  to  consider  it  as  our 
indispensable  duty  most  seriously  to  address  your  Majesty 
on  this  occasion,  when  we  reflect  that  our  deluded  fellow- 
sul)jects  in  America  have  been  tiuight  to  believe,  that,  by 
opposing  the  supreme  authority  of  Parliament,  and  by  dis- 
obeying our  Legislature,  they  act  agreeably  to  the  senti- 
ments of  the  greater  part  of  your  subjects  in  Great  Britain. 

We  therefore  embrace  this  opportunity  of  unanimously 
declaring,  that  we  consider  such  principles  and  practices 
as  repugnant  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  British  Constitution, 
and  as  destructive  of  that  liberty  which  can  only  exist  where 
there  is  a  stiict  observance  of  the  laws ;  and  that  we  are 
firmly  resolved  to  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost,  in  our  re- 
spective spheres,  to  support  the  gi-eat  and  important  cause 
in  which  the  rights  of  your  Majesty's  crown,  and  the  inte- 
rest of  your  people,  are  so  deeply  concerned. 

We  flatter  ourselves  that  the  vigorous  and  decisive  mea- 
sures your  Majesly  seems  resolved  to  adopt,  will,  by  the 
blessing  of  the  Almighty,  speedily  produce  the  desired  ef- 
fect of  re-establishing  peace  and  harmony  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies,  by  convincing  the  latter  that 
Great  Britain,  from  whom  they  derive  their  origin,  by 
whom  they  have  been  nourished  and  supported  in  their 
infancy,  and  by  whom  they  have  been  protected  from  for- 
eign enemies,  at  the  expense  of  much  blood  and  treasure, 
can  still  exert  and  vindicate  the  rights  of  a  Parent  State. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  great  Sire,  it  is  our  fervent  prayer 
and  most  ardent  desire,  that  your  Majesty  may  long  con- 
tinue to  reign  over  a  fiee  anti  a  happy  people,  and  that  this 
Empire  may  be  transmitted  to  your  latest  posterity,  entire 
and  undivided. 

Signed  in  our  presence,  and  by  our  appointment,  at 
Cluckmanan,  this  Ttli  day  o'i  November,  177.3,  by 

\ViLLiAM  Cathcart,  FriCSCS. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  GENTLEMEN,  ETC.,  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF 
NAIRN. 

Aildress  of  the  Gentlemen,  Freeholders,  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  and  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  the  County  of 
Xairn.  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  the  Hunourable  Colonel 
Cociiio  Gordon,  their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Freeholders,  .Tusii- 

ccs  of  the  Peace,  and  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  the 

County  0/ Nairn. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  nio«t  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Gentlemen,  Freeholders,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  Com- 
missioners of  Supply  of  the  County  o[  Nairn,  think  it  our 
indispensable  duty,  at  this  juncture,  humbly  to  address  your 
iNIajesiv,  and  to  declare  our  abhorrence  of  the  present  un- 
natural rebellion  carried  on  by  many  of  your  infatuated 
subjects  in  America.  In  doing  this  we  can  assure  your 
Majesty,  that  we  express  not  only  oiu' own  sentiments,  but 
those  of  our  fellow-subjects  of  all  ranks,  in  this  corner  of 
your  Majesty's  Dominions. 

With  profound  humility,  we  profess  our  unalterable  at- 
tachment to  your  Majesty's  person  and  family,  and  our 
most  cordial  approbation  of  the  early  measures  adopted  for 
giving  a  check  to  the  first  dawnings  of  disobedience.  This 
County,  in  the  late  war,  sent  out  many  of  its  sons  to  defend 
your  iNIajesty's  ungrateful  Colonies  against  the  invasion  of 
foreign  enemies,  and  they  will  now,  when  called  upon,  be 
equally  ready  to  repel  all  the  attempts  of  the  traitorous  and 
disaffected,  against  the  dignity  of  your  crown,  and  the  just 
rights  of  the  supreme  Legislature  oi  Great  Britain. 

By  appointment  of  the  meeting: 

High  Rose,  Pntses. 

N\,irii,  NovembiT  7,  1775. 


1381 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS  fee,  NOVEMBER,  1775. 


1382 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  TOWN"  COUNCIL  OF  PAISLEY. 

Address  of  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Council  of  Pais- 
ley, presented  to  His  Majesty  by  John  Ciitufurd  Esq., 
Representative  in  Parliament  for  the  County  o(  Renfrew. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eiccllent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  3lagislratcs  and  Toim  Council 

q/' Paisley,  in  Council  assembled. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We  should  be  unworthy  of  the  blessings  which  we  enjoy 
as  British  sul)jects,  did  we  fail,  at  tliis  time,  to  express  our 
attachment  to  that  Government  which  conveys  and  secures 
them. 

With  much  concern  and  abiiorrence,  we  behold  the  un- 
natural and  daring  attempt  of  your  Majesty's  American 
subjects  to  throw  off  their  subjection  to  legal  authority,  and 
to  subvert  those  very  laws  under  which  they  have  risen  to 
power  and  opulence. 

Enjoying  true  peace  and  liberty,  we  wish  to  see  them 
restored  to  our  fellow-subjects  ;  and  are  convinced  that  this 
great  end  will  be  most  effectually  promoted  by  the  steady 
exertion  of  those  powers  which  the  Constitution  has  vested 
in  your  Majesty;  fully  persuaded  that  they  will  ever  be 
wisely  employed  by  a  Monarch  who,  while  able  to  chastise 
rebellious  subjects,  declares  from  the  throne  that  he  is 
ready  to  receive  the  misled  with  tenderness  and  mercy. 
Animated  with  these  sentiments,  it  is  our  steady  purpose 
to  support  the  rights  of  your  Majesty,  as  Sovereign  of  all 
your  Dominions,  and  the  supreme  authority  o(  llw  British 
Legislature  over  the  whole  Empire. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  tliat  although  this 
be  among  the  first  manufacturing  Towns  in  }\orlii-Britain, 
and,  by  its  situation,  most  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  un- 
constitutional proceedings  of  the  Colonies,  oiu-  trade,  in 
most  of  its  branches,  in  no  degree  has  suffered  from  their 
unu'rateful  conduct.  Our  manufactures  daily  increase,  and 
afford  employment  for  thousands  of  loyal  subjects;  and  we 
are  persuaded  that  to  enforce  submission  to  the  laws  of 
iireat  Britain,  is  absolutely  necessary  to  secure  a  lasting 
commerce  with  America. 

For  every  advantage  which  we  derive  from  your  ftla- 
jesty's  care  and  attention  to  the  good  of  your  jieople,  we 
humbly  beg  leave  to  present  to  youi'  Majesty  our  most  sin- 
cere acknowledgments.  That  your  ]\Iajesty  may  long 
reign  over  a  happy  and  united  people,  is  the  earnest  prayer 
of  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Ma- 
gistrates and  Town  Council  of  Paisley. 

Signed  in  our  name,  and  by  our  appointment,  by  our 
First  Magistrate;  and  we  have  ordered  the  common  seal 
of  the  Town  to  be  hereto  affixed. 


John  Storie. 


islov,  November 


ADDHKSS   OF    THE    GENTLEMEN,    ETC.,   OF   THE     COUNTY    OF 
RENFREW. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Freeholders,  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  and  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Tax  ol'the  Couiiiy 
oi'  Renfreiv,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  .fohn  Craufurd, 
Esq.,  their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eicellcni  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Freeholders,. Tus- 

tices  of  the  Peace,  and  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Ta.v 

of  the  County  of  Renfrew. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  ^Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Gentlemen,  Freeholders,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Tax  of  the  County  of  Renfrew, 
humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  yom-  throne,  with  heaits 
full  of  zeal  and  affection  for  your  Majesty's  person  and 
Government. 

Deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  gratitude  and  fidelity 
to  your  Majesty,  happy  under  the  iuHuence  of  your  mild 
and  beneficent  administration,  rejoicing  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  your  virtues,  we  beheld,  with  pity  and  with  indig- 
nation, the  daring  attempts  of  your  Colonies  to  disturb  the 
tranquillity,  and  to  interrupt  the  felicity  of  your  reign. 

We  commiserale  the  errours,  we  detest  the  guilt  of  those 
deluded  people,  who,  seduced  by  the  wicked  arts  of  de- 
signing men,  and  actuated  by  prejudice  and  passion,  abuse 
the  venerable  name  of  liberty,  and  employ  it  as  a  cover 


for  their  treasonable  purpose  of  withdrawing  their  alle- 
giance from  your  Majesty,  of  renouncing  their  subordina- 
tion to  Great  Britain,  and  of  arrogating  independence  to 
themselves. 

We  assert  the  principle,  that  in  the  Constitution  of  every 
State  there  must  be  one  supreme,  uncontrollable  power, 
wliose  dictates  all  must  obey.  We  wish  for  no  liberty  to 
ourselves,  and  can  admit  of  none  to  others,  beyond  what 
we  all  are  entitled  to  by  the  laws  of  our  Country.  We 
disclaim  those  timid,  interested,  or  factious  suggestions  in 
favour  of  lenity  and  concessions  to  subjects  in  rebellion, 
while  they  have  arms  in  their  hands.  Upon  their  first  re- 
turn to  duty  and  submission,  none  can  doubt  your  Majes- 
ty's gracious  declaration  that  you  will  be  ready  to  receive 
the  misled  with  tenderness  and  mercy. 

Though  an  occasional  increase  or  diminution  of  trade 
must  appear  of  less  importance  when  the  contest  is  for 
national  honour  and  the  preservation  of  great  national 
rights,  yet  we  cannot  help  observing,  with  satisfaction,  that 
our  commercial  interests  have  not  suffered  by  the  defection 
of  the  American  Provinces,  and  that  their  malignant  com- 
binations to  distress  and  alarm  this  Country,  by  a  total  pro- 
hibition of  trade,  have  happily  been  hitherto  disappointed. 
The  valuable  and  extensive  manufactures  of  the  Town  of 
Paisley,  and  other  parts  of  this  industrious  and  populous 
County,  have  at  no  period  had  a  greater  produce,  or  a  more 
ready  demand.  Every  hand  is  full  of  employment,  and 
every  heart  full  of  confidence,  relying  on  your  Majesty's 
wisdom  and  fortitude  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  those  dis- 
orders, and  to  restore  the  blessings  of  peace  and  concord 
to  all  your  Dominions. 

Permit  us  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that,  animated  by  the 
united  sentiments  of  loyalty,  love  of  our  Country,  regard 
for  our  own  interests,  and  those  of  our  posterity,  we  are 
determined  to  exert  our  utmost  efforts  in  support  of  youi 
Majesty's  authority,  the  supreme  power  of  the  Legislature, 
and  the  constitutional  dependance  of  every  part  of  the  Bri- 
tish Empire. 

Signed  in  our  presence,  and  by  our  appointment. 

William  IMure,  Frffses. 

Paisley,  November  7,  1775. 


ADDRESS   OF  THE  BOROUGH   OF  ANDEVOR. 

Address  of  the  Bailifi",  Steward,  Approved-Men,  and 
Burgesses  of  the  Borough  o(  Andevor,  in  Common  Coun- 
cil assembled,  piesented  to  His  Majesty  by  Sir  JoA;(  Grif- 
fin Griffin,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  Benjamin  Letheul- 
liere,  Esq.,  their  Representatives  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Bailiff,  Steward,  Approved- 
Men,  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Andevor,  in 
Common  Council  assembled. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  subjects,  ilie  Bailiff, 
Steward,  Approved-Men,  and  Burgesses  of  your  ancient 
Borough  of  Andevor,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal 
person,  to  testify  the  abhorrence  we  have  of  the  rebellious 
revolt  of  many  of  your  ^mcnca;i  subjects,  under  the  false 
pretence  of  asserting  rights  they  never  had,  but,  in  reality, 
with  a  design  of  casting  off  their  allegiance  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, and  their  dependance  on  the  British  Empire,  of 
which  they  are  an  undoubted  part. 

We  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  tliat  the  spirit  of  dis- 
obedience, now  raging  in  this  distant  part  of  your  i\Lijest)  's 
Dominions,  with  all  the  madness  of  arbitrary  riot  and  cru- 
elty, hath  been  worked  up  to  its  present  alarming  crisis 
by  the  artful  insinuations  of  some  designing  leaders,  who 
have  themselves  other  pursuits  in  view  than  what  their  de- 
luded followers  may,  perhaps,  as  yet  suspect.  We  trust, 
and  do  most  sincerely  hope,  this  will  eventually  turn  out  to 
be  the  case,  and  that  these  unhappy  and  misguided  men 
will  soon  see  the  fatal  tendency  of  their  rash  proceedings, 
and  return  to  their  duty.  And  we  are  the  rather  inclined 
to  hope  this,  as  we  cannot  conceive  that  any  number  of 
men  here,  or  in  America,  who  have  felt  the  blessings  of 
your  Majesty's  mild  and  gentle  sway,  can,  when  they  come 
coolly  to  consider  the  consequences,  wish  to  exchange  ii 
for  any  other. 

It  is  to  your  Majesty,  and  to  the  illustrious  Princes  of 
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the  House  oi  Hanover,  your  royal  predecessors,  that  we, 
and  all  your  subjects  at  this  time,  in  a  great  measure  owe 
lliat  enjoyment  of  true  legal  liberty,  which  we  believe  no 
nation  'in  the  world  can  boast  of  but  ourselves.  That  the 
same  constitutional  liberty  which  we  leel,  may  be  felt  by 
all  other  your  Majesty's  subjects,  in  all  the  parts  of  your 
wide  extended  Empire,  and  that  every  member  of  it  may 
acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  Great  Britain,  is  the  in- 
cessant and  most  ardent  wish  of  our  hearts.  And  in  order 
to  obtain  the  accomplishment  of  this  wish,  we  do  assure 
your  Majesty  that  we  shall  most  heartily  concur,  as  far  as 
in  us  lies,  in  supporting  your  Majesty  in  all  such  measures 
as  in  your  great  wisdom  you  shall  think  necessary  to  take, 
to  bring  back  your  rebellious  Colonists  to  a  submission,  in 
deed  as  well  as  words,  to  your  Majesty's  Government,  and 
to  the  legislative  power  of  the  British  Paillament. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  the  seventh  day  of  A'o- 
vcmhcr,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  your  ^Majesty's  reign. 


ADDllESS    AND   PETITION  OF  TlIK  GENTLEMEN,  ETC.,  OF  THE 
COUNTY   OF  BEKKS. 

.\ddress  and  Petition  to  His  Majesty,  moved  for  by  the 
Earl  of  Abingdon,  seconded  by  the  Lord  Craven,  and 
signed  by  a  very  great  majority  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy, 
and  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Berks,  at  the  meeting 
held  in  the  Town-Hall  at  Abingdon,  pursuant  to  an  adver- 
tisement from  the  High  Sheriff,  "  for  taking  the  general 
sense  of  the  County  on  the  present  unhappy  differences 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,"  on  Tuesday, 
the  7tl)  oi  Novi.mlcr,  1775. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eicellent  Majestij. 
The  humble  Address  and  Petition  of  the   Freeholders  of 

the  County  o/Beuks. 
May  it  jilcase  your  Majesty: 

Your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  Free- 
holders of  the  County  of  Berks,  though  deeply  affected 
with  the  melancholy  civil  dissensions  which  prevail  in  your 
Empire,  have  acquiesced  with  boundless  confidence  in  your 
Majesty's  goodness,  and  in  the  wisdom  of  your  Paili;iment, 
for  the  restoration  of  internal  iranfiuillity  to  your  Dominions, 
and  satisfaction  and  repose  to  the  minds  of  all  your  sub- 
jects. 

We  conceive  that  the  interference  of  your  I\Iajesty"s 
jjcople,  otherwise  than  by  their  Representatives  in  Parlia- 
ment, (although  it  be  their  undoubted  right,)  ought  to  be 
extremely  rare,  and  reserved  for  occasions  of  the  greatest 
necessity.  We  have  therefore  beheld,  with  astonishment, 
])ersons  who  profess  uncommon  zeal  for  your  Majesty's 
Government,  discovering  a  manifest  distrust  in  his  discre- 
tion ;  urging  your  Ministers  to  a  continuance  of  the  violent 
measures  which  hitherto  have  produced  none  but  calami- 
tous effects,  and  to  which  the  Ministers  have  shown,  and 
still  do  show,  a  disposition  which  it  does  not  seem  at  all 
necessary  to  stimulate. 

These  inflammatory  addresses,  we  humbly  apprehend, 
have  a  tendency  to  distress  your  Majesty's  paternal  feel- 
ings ;  and  by  urging  coercive  measures,  as  alone  effectual 
and  proper  .n  the  present  disorders,  to  render  such  conces- 
sions, as  your  Majesty's  and  the  publick  wisdom  may  think 
necessary  to  make,  dishonourable  and  unsafe  to  your  Ma- 
jesty and  this  Nation. 

Finding  (he  dangerous  and  seditious  attempts  to  enjbar- 
rass  your  Majesty's  council,  and  prevent  the  rcstoraiion 
of  Iranipiillity,  pursued  with  an  earnestness  which  fills  the 
minds  of  your  .Majesty's  peaceable  subjects  with  liorrour, 
we  arc  constrained,  very  reluctantly,  with  all  possible  hu- 
mility and  deference,  to  lay  before  your  Majesty  our  fiith- 
ful  sentiments  on  the  origin  of  the  present  troubles,  on  the 
measures  which  have  been  and  still  are  pursued  in  conso- 
(jucnce  of  those  troubles,  and  on  the  dismal  ellects  which 
we  conceive  must  result  from  them. 

As  the  inhabitants  of  that  ])art  of  your  Dominions 
which  is  the  seat  of  the  Imperial  Legislature,  we  have  a 
due  sense  of  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  supreme  au- 
thority of  Parliament  over  all  ihe  British  Empire:  but  as 
English  Freeholders,  who  value  ourselves  on  our  inesti- 
mable right  of  granting  our  own  property,  either  by  oiu'- 
selves,  or  Representatives  of  our  own  choosing  only,  we 
cannot,  without  divesting  ourselves  of  everv  in-inciple  of 


equity,  justice,  and  even  of  common  decency,  consider 
the  complaints  of  millions  of  our  fellow-subjects,  separated 
from  us  by  an  immense  ocean,  on  being  taxed  without  any 
voice,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  grant,  to  be  entirely 
groundless,  and  the  result  of  nothing  but  a  factious  spirit, 
aiming  at  the  dismemberment  of  the  Empire.  The  sub- 
stantial and  not  nominal  assent  of  the  subject,  in  the  grant 
of  their  own  money,  we  can  never  hold  to  be  a  frivolous 
concern  to  English  Freeholders.  It  can  never  be  exter- 
minated in  one  part  of  the  Empire,  without  being  endan- 
gered in  all.  And  we  look  with  just  indignation  at  the 
servile  and  unnranly  spirit  in  which  the  very  principle  of 
that  sacred  right  is  treated  with  scorn  and  ridicule  by 
several  publications  industriously  circulated,  and  which  we 
trust  receive  no  countenance  from  your  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters ;  because,  if  so  coimtenanced,  they  can  have  no  other 
effect  than  to  raise  a  sus|)icion  that  the  Government  of  this 
Country  is  sliding  from  its  oidy  firm,  natural,  and  constitu- 
tional foundations. 

We  have  seen,  with  much  concei'n,  the  disorders  which 
have  arisen  in  America  on  this  serious  ground.  We  la- 
ment, we  blame  them  ;  but  we  cannot  think  tlieni  unnatu- 
ral, in  those  in  whom  the  love  of  freedont  is  united  with 
the  ordinary  weakness  and  imiierfeclion  of  human  nature. 
It  is  for  that  principle,  joined  with  that  infirmity,  that  we 
presume  to  supplicate  your  Majesty's  clemency. 

The  disorders  have  arisen  from  a  complaint  (plausible  at 
least)  of  one  right  violated  ;  and  we  can  never  be  brought 
to  imagine  that  the  true  remedy  for  such  disorders  consists 
in  an  attack  on  all  other  rights,  and  an  attempt  to  drive 
the  people  either  to  unconstitutional  submission  or  absolute 
despair. 

Sire,  the  affairs  of  your  Empire  are  distracted  because 
they  are  misconducted.  The  consequences  of  the  mea- 
sures pursued  are  as  evident  as  they  are  deplorable.  Your 
Majesty's  Ministers,  finding  the  forces  of  your  natural-born 
subjects  not  sufficiently  powerful  for,  or  not  sufficiently  dis- 
posed to  the  present  coercive  service,  have  listened  to  the 
olfers  of  foi-eign  nations,  who  have  thought  fit,  it  seems, 
voluntarily,  and  therefore  in  a  manner  tin;  more  alarmiiiL; 
to  all  true  Englishmen,  to  interfeie  in  our  domcstick  dif- 
fer.'nces. 

Prostrated  before  your  throne,  with  faces  suffused  with 
shame  for  thii  apparent  nakedness  of  our  Country,  and 
with  hearts  oppressed  with  anxiety  for  its  future  destiny, 
we  deprecate,  whilst  yet  it  is  in  suspense,  this  most  peri- 
lous and  des|)erale  proceeding.  English  dignity  and  En- 
glish government,  whilst  resting  on  their  true  bottom,  can 
never  stand  in  need  of  linssian  assistance  for  their  preser- 
vation. They  who  are  nccessar\-  to  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment, are  the  Government;  and  if  we  cannot  jireserve 
America  without  foreign  ak\,  America  belongs  to  foreigner^, 
and  not  to  England. 

It  has  been  the  usual  course  of  a  rebellious  people  to 
call  in  the  arms  of  strangers  to  distract  their  country.  This 
worst  part  of  rebellion  has  not  yet  apjjearcd  \n  America. 
Let  this  one  thing  right  in  their  conduct  atone  for  many 
wrong  ones,  and  let  your  Majesty's  clemency  permit  itself 
to  o])erate  in  favour  of  a  people  whose  petitions  have  not 
yet  appeared  before  any  throne  but  yours.  Let  not  En::- 
land  set  an  example,  which  is  but  too  easily  cojjied,  by 
drawing  into  a  free  country  the  insidious  anri  mercenary 
aid  of  foreign  forces,  trained  to  the  support  of  a  barbarous 
despotism.  The  moment  that  a  great  army  of  such,  or  of 
any  foreigners,  shall  enter  your  territories,  the  liberties  of 
your  i)eople  are  at  an  end  ;  and  your  Majesty's  authority 
will  be  the  more  endangered  by  their  assistance,  than  it 
can  be  l)y  any  rebellion  which  can  arise  among  your  own 
subjects. 

When  we  have  such  terrible  objects  in  prospect,  we 
forget  the  millions  we  are  spending,  and  the  millions  niorc 
we  aic  liki;  to  spend,  in  this  unhappy  and  fruitless  con- 
test. 

Deign,  therefore,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  to  attend  to 
manifest  reason,  delivered  by  the  aff-'ctionate  voice  of  duty 
and  fidelity;  strenuous  as  we  are  for  the  honour  of  our 
Country,  we  cannot  be  forgetful  of  its  peace  and  concord. 
It  is  therefore  we  abhor  the  idea  of  encouraging  foreigners 
to  make  a  prey  of  this  Nation  and  its  dependencies,  under 
the  miserable  and  uncovered  pretext  of  discountenancing 
fiction  and  ^edition  among  ourselves. 
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PROCLAMATION   BY  THE   GOVEUNOUR  OF   VIRGINIA. 

By  his  EzceJlcncy  the  Right  Honourable  John,  Earl  of 
DuNMORE,  His  Majesty's  Lieutenant  and  Gonernour- 
Oeneral  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  o/ Virginia,  and 
J'icc- Admiral  of  the  same. 

A  Proclamation. 
x\s  I  have  ever  entertained  hopes  tliat  an  accommoda- 
lion  niii^lit  have  taken  place  between  Great  Britain  and 
tliis  Colony,  without  being  compelled  by  my  duty  to  this 
most  disagreeable,  but  now  absolutely  necessary  step, 
tendered  so  by  a  body  of  armed  men,  unlawfully  assem- 
bled, firing  on  His  ftlaje^ty's  Tenders;  anil  the  forma- 
tion of  an  Army,  and  that  Army  now  on  their  imu'ch  to 
attack  His  Majesty's  Troops,  and  destroy  the  well-disposed 
subjects  of  this  Colony  :  To  defeat  such  treasonable  pur- 
poses, and  that  all  such  traitors  and  tlicir  abettors  may 
be  brought  to  justice,  and  that  the  jieace  and  good  order  of 
this  Colony  may  be  again  restored,  which  the  ordinary 
course  of  the  civil  law  is  unable  to  eflect,  1  have  thought 
lit  to  issue  this  my  Proclamation,  hereby  declaring,  that 
until  the  aforesaid  good  purposes  can  be  obtained,  I  do,  in 
virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  me  given  by  His 
Slajesty,  determine  to  execute  martial  law,  and  cause  the 
same  to  be  executed  throughout  this  Colony.  And  to  the 
end  that  peace  and  good  order  may  the  sooner  be  restored, 
1  do  require  every  person  capable  of  bearing  arms  to  resort 
to  His  Majesty's  standard,  or  be  looked  upon  as  traitors  to 
His  -Majesty's  crown  and  Government,  and  thereby  became 
liable  to  the  jienalty  the  law  inflicts  upon  such  oiiences — 
such  as  forfeiture  of  life,  confiscation  of  lands,  ecc.  &ic.  : 
and  I  do  hereby  further  declare  all  indented  servants, 
Negroes,  or  others,  (appertaining  to  Rebels,)  free,  that  are 
able  and  willing  to  bear  arms,  they  joining  His  Majesty's 
Troops,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the  more  speedily  reducing 
this  Colony  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty  to  His  Majesty's 
crown  and  dignity.  1  do  further  order  and  require  all  His 
Majesty's  liege  subjects  to  retain  their  quit-rents,  or  any 
other  taxes  due,  or  that  may  become  due,  in  their  own 
cu-tody,  till  such  time  as  peace  may  be  again  restored  to 
this,  at  present,  most  unhappy  Country,  or  demanded  of 
them  for  their  former  salutary  purposes,  by  ollicers  proper- 
ly authorized  to  receive  the  same. 

Given  un,ler  my  hand,  on  board  the  Ship  ll'ilHnm,  off 
Norfolk,  the  llh  (\ay  of  November,  in  the  sixteenth  year 
of  His  Aiaicstv's  reiijn.  t. 

•'       •  ^  UUNMORE. 

GoD  Save  the  King. 


Williamsburgh,  November  23,  1775. 

A  copy  of  the  above  Proclamation  having  fallen  into  my 
hands,  1  thought  it  was  necessary,  for  the  welfai'e  of  two 
sorts  of  people,  that  its  publick  appearance  should  be  at- 
tended with  comments  of  the  following  nature.  Such  as 
have  mixed  much  in  society,  and  have  bad  opportunities  of 
hearing  the  pub]ecl  of  the  present  unnatural  contest  discus- 
sed, will  be  but  little  startled  at  the  appellation  of  Rebel, 
because  they  will  know  that  it  is  not  merited.  But  others 
there  may  be  whose  circumstances  may,  in  a  great  measure, 
have  excluded  ihem  from  the  knowledge  of  publick  mat- 
ters, who  may  be  sincerely  attached  to  the  interests  of  their 
Country,  and  who  may  yet  be  frightened  to  act  against  it, 
from  the  dread  of  incurring  a  guilt  which,  by  all  good  men, 
is  justly  abhorred.  To  these  it  may  be  proper  'o  address 
a  few  remarks  upon  this  Proclamation.  And  as  pari  of  the 
Proclamation  repects  the  Negroes,  and  seems  to  offer  some- 
thing very  flattering  and  desirable  to  them,  it  may  be  doing 
them,  as  well  as  the  Country,  a  service,  to  give  them  a  just 
view  of  what  they  are  to  expect,  should  tliey  be  so  weak 
and  wicked  as  to  comply  with  what  Lord  Diinmorc  re- 
quires. 

Those,  then,  who  are  afraid  of  being  styled  Rebels,  1 
would  beg  to  consider,  that  although  Lord  Dunmore,  in 
this  Proclamation,  insidiously  mentions  his  having  till  now 
entertained  lioiies  of  an  accommodation,  yet  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  conduct,  for  many  months  ])ast,  has  had  the 
most  direct  and  strongest  tendency  to  widen  the  unhappy 
breach,  and  render  a  reconciliation  more  difficult.  For 
what  other  purpose  did  he  write  his  false  and  iriHam- 
matoiy  letters  to  the  iMlnisters  of  State?  Why  did  he, 
under  cover  of  the  nigln,  take  from  us  our  powder,  and 


render  useless  the  arms  of  our  publick  magazine?  Why 
did  he  secretly  and  treacherously  lay  snares  for  the  lives 
of  our  unwary  brethren? — snares  that  had  likely  to  prove 
but  too  effectual.  Why  did  he,  under  idle  pretences, 
withdraw  himself  from  the  seat  of  Government,  where 
alone  he  could,  had  he  been  willing,  have  done  essential 
service  to  our  Country  ?  Why,  by  his  authority,  have 
continual  depredations  been  since  made  upon  such  of  our 
countrymen  as  were  situated  within  the  reach  of  ships  of 
war  and  tenders?  Why  have  our  Towns  been  attacked, 
and  houses  destroyed  ?  Why  have  the  persons  of  many 
of  our  most  respectable  brethren  been  seized  upon,  torn 
from  all  their  connexions,  and  confined  on  board  of  ships? 
Was  all  this  to  bring  about  reconciliation  ?  Judge  for  your- 
selves, whether  the  injuring  of  our  persons  and  properties 
be  the  readiest  way  to  regain  our  affections.  After  insult- 
ing our  persons,  he  now  presumes  to  insult  our  understand- 
ings also.  Do  not  believe  his  words,  when  his  actions  so 
directly  contradict  them.  If  he  wished  for  an  accommoda- 
tion, if  he  had  a  desire  to  restore  peace  and  order,  as  he  pro- 
fesses, it  was  to  be  upon  terms  which  would  have  been  dis- 
graceful, and,  in  the  end,  destructive  of  every  thing  dear  and 
valuable. 

Consider,  again,  the  many  attempts  which  have  been  made 
to  enslave  us.  Nature  gave  us  equal  privileges  with  tiie 
people  of  Great  Britain;  we  are,  equally  with  them,  enti- 
tled to  the  disposal  of  our  own  projierty;  and  we  have 
never  resii;ned  to  them  these  rights,  which  we  derived  from 
nature.  But  they  have  endeavoured  unjustly  to  rob  us  of 
them.  Tliey  have  made  acts  of  Parliament,  in  which  wi- 
in  no  manner  concurred,  which  dispose  of  our  property;  acts 
which  abridge  us  oi  liberties  we  once  enjoyed,  and  which 
impose  burdens  and  restraints  upon  us  too  lieavy  to  be 
borne.  Had  we  immediately  taken  up  arms  to  assert  our 
rights,  and  to  prevent  the  exercise  of  unlawful  power, 
though  our  cause  woiild  have  been  just,  jet  our  condu-Jt 
would  have  been  precipitate,and  sofar  blameable.  We  might 
then,  with  some  shadow  of  justice,  have  bein  charged  with 
rebellion,  or  a  disposition  to  rebel.  But  this  was  not  the 
way  we  behaved.  We  petitioned  once  and  again,  in  the 
most  dutiful  manner ;  we  hoped  that  the  righteousness  ol 
our  cause  would  appear — that  our  complaints  would  be 
heard  and  attended  to  ;  we  wished  to  avoid  the  horrours  of 
a  civil  war,  and  so  long  proceeded  in  this  fruitless  track,  that 
our  not  adopting  a  more  vigorous  opposition  seemed  rather 
to  proceed  from  a  spirit  of  meanness  and  fear,  than  of  peace 
and  loyalty  ;  and  all  that  we  gained  was  to  be  more  griev- 
ously oppressed.  At  length,  we  resolved  to  withhold  out 
commerce  from  Britain;  and,  by  thus  aliecting  her  interest, 
oblige  her  to  redress  our  grievances.  But  in  this,  also,  we 
have  been  disappointed;  our  Associations  have  been  deemei: 
unlawful  combinations,  and  opposition  to  Government :  we 
have  been  entirely  deprived  of  our  trade  to  foreign  Coun- 
tries ;  and  even  ourselves  and  fleets  and  armies  have  been 
sent  to  reduce  us  to  a  compliance  with  the  arbitrary 
unjust  demands  of  the  British  iMinister  and  corrupt  Par- 
liament. Reduced  to  such  circumstances,  to  what  could  we 
have  recourse  but  to  arms?  Every  other  expedient  having 
been  tried,  and  found  ineft'ectual,  this  alone  was  left  :  and 
this  we  have,  at  last,  unwillingly  adopted.  If  it  be  rebei- 
lion  to  take  up  arms  in  such  a  cause  as  this,  rebellion  then 
is  not  only  a  justifiable,  but  an  honourable  thing.  But  let 
us  not  be  deceived  with  empty  sounds.  They  who  call  us 
Rebels  cannot  make  us  so ;  rebellion  is  open  and  avowed 
opposition  to  lawl'ul  authority;  but  it  is  usurped  and  arbitrary 
power  wliich  we  have  determined  to  oppose.  Societies  are 
formed,  and  magistrates  appointed,  that  men  may  the  bet- 
ter enjoy  the  blessings  of  life.  Some  of  the  rights  whicii 
they  have  derived  from  nature  they  part  with,  that  they 
may  the  more  peaceably  and  safely  possess  the  rest.  To 
preserve  the  rights  they  have  reserved  is  the  duty  of  everv 
member  of  society;  and  to  deprive  a  people  of  these  i^- 
treason,  is  rebellion  against  the  State.  If  thi,  doctrine,  then, 
be  right,  which  no  one,  I  believe,  will  venture  to  deny, 
we,  my  countrymen,  are  the  dutiful  members  of  societv: 
and  the  persons  who  endeavour  to  rob  us  of  our  rights, 
they  are  the  Rebels — Rebels  to  their  Country  and  to  the 
riglits  of  human  nature.  I  repeat  it  again,  let  us  not  be 
deceived  with  empty  sounds.  We  are  acting  the  part  oi' 
loyal  subjects,  of  faithful  members  of  the  coinuumity,  when 
we  stand  forth  in  op[io3ition  of  the  arbitral y  luid  oppressi'.- 
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acts  of  any  man  or  set  of  men.  Resort  not,  then,  to  the 
standard  whicli  Lord  Dunmort  has  set  up;  and  i(  any  of 
you  have  been  so  far  mistaken  in  your  duty  as  to  join  hun, 
fly  from  his  camp,  as  an  infected  place,  and  speedily  rejoin 
your  virtuous  sull'cring  countrymen  ;  for  be  ye  well  assured 
that  the  time  will  come  when  these  invaders  of  the  rights 
of  human  kind  will  suffer  the  punishment  due  to  their 
crimes,  and  when  the  insulted  and  oppressed  Americans 
will,  if  they  preserve  their  virtue,  triumph  over  all  their 
enemies. 

The  second  class  of  people,  fur  whose  sake  a  few  re- 
marks upon  this  Proclamation  seem  necessary,  is  the 
Negroes.  They  have  been  flattered  with  their  freedom, 
if  they  be  able  to  bear  arms,  and  will  speedily  join  Lord 
Diinmore's  troops.  To  none,  then,  is  freedotu  promised, 
but  to  such  as  are  able  to  do  Lord  Dunmorc  service.  The 
aged,  the  infirm,  the  women  and  chiklren,  are  still  to  re- 
main the  propertyof  their  masters— of  masters  who  will  be 
provoked  to  severity,  should  part  of  their  slaves  desert 
them.  Lord  Dunmorc  s  declaration,  therefore,  is  a  cruel 
declaration  to  the  Negroes.  He  does  not  pretend  to  make 
it  out  of  any  tenderness  to  them,  but  solely  upon  his  own 
account ;  and  should  it  meet  with  success,  it  leaves  by  far 
the  greater  number  at  the  mercy  of  an  enraged  and  injured 
people.  But  should  there  be  any  amongst  the  Negroes  weak 
enough  to  believe  that  Lord  Diinmore  intends  to  do  them 
a  kindness,  and  wicked  enough  to  provoke  the  fury  of  the 
Americans  against  their  defenceless  fathers  and  mothers, 
their  wives,  their  women,  and  children,  let  tliem  only  con- 
sider the  difficulty  of  effecting  their  escape,  and  what  they 
must  expect  to  suffer  if  they  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Americans.  Let  them  further  consider  what  must  be  their 
fate  should  the  English  prove  conquerors.  If  we  can  judge 
of  the  future  from  the  past,  it  will  not  be  much  mended. 
Long  have  the  Americans,  moved  by  compassion  and 
actuated  by  sound  policy,  endeavoured  to  stop  the  pro- 
gress of  slavery.  Our  Assemblies  have  repeatedly  passed 
acts,  laying  heavy  duties  upon  imported  Negroes,  by  which 
they  meant  altogether  to  prevent  the  horrid  trafhck  ;  but 
their  humane  intentions  have  been  as  often  frustrated  by 
the  ci'uelty  and  covetousness  of  a  set  of  English  merchants, 
who  prevailed  upon  the  King  to  repeal  our  kind  and  merci- 
ful acts,  little,  indeed,  to  the  credit  of  his  humanity.  Can 
it  then  be  supposed  that  the  Negroes  will  be  better  used 
by  the  English,  who  have  always  encouraged  and  upheld 
this  slavery,  than  by  their  present  masters,  who  pity 
their  condition,  who  wish,  in  general,  to  make  it  as  easy 
and  comfortable  as  possible,  and  who  would,  were  it  in 
their  power,  or  were  they  permitted,  not  only  prevent  any 
more  Negroes  from  losing  their  freedom,  but  restore  it  to 
such  as  have  already  unhajipily  lost  it?  No;  the  ends 
of  Lord  Dunmore  and  his  party  being  answered,  they 
will  either  give  up  the  offending  Negroes  to  the  rigour 
of  the  laws  they  have  broken,  or  sell  them  in  the  fVest- 
Inclics,  where  every  year  they  sell  many  thousands  of 
their  miserable  brethren,  to  perish  either  by  the  incle- 
mency of  weather  or  the  cruelty  of  barbarous  masters. 
Be  not  then,  ye  Negroes,  tempted  by  this  Proclamation  to 
ruin  yourselves.  1  have  given  you  a  faithful  view  of  what 
you  are  to  expect,  and  declare,  before  Goil,  in  doing  it,  I 
have  considered  your  welfare,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Coun- 
try. Whether  you  will  profit  by  my  advice  I  cannot  tell  ; 
but  this  I  know,  that  whether  we  sulfcr  or  not,  W  i/oii  desert 
us  ijou  must  certainly  will. 


Lei  no  man  be  dismayed  at  being  iiroclaimed  a  Rebel  ; 
let  every  such  person  know,  that  Lord  Dunmorc  has  no 
right  to  declare  any  man  so  who  has  not  been  legally  convict- 
ed, and  that  he  liimself  may  be  sued  and  iiulicted  for  such 
proceedings.  Whoever  considers  well  the  meaning  of  the 
word  Rebel,  will  discover  that  the  author  of  the  l^'roclamalion 
is  now  himself  in  actual  rebellion,  having  armed  our  slaves 
against  us,  and  having  excited  them  to  an  insurrection;  for 
which,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  they  forfeit  their  lives.  And 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  there  is  a  treason  against  the 
State,  for  which  such  men  as  Lord  Dunmorc,  and  even 
Kings,  have  lost  tluiir  heads.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that 
the  King  and  his  Governours  are  bound  by  the  laws,  as 
much  as  his  subjects  ;  and  that  no  man  can  be  condemned 
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or  punished  who  is  not  found  guilty  by  a  jury  of  his  Conn- 
try,  nor  legally  prosecuted  for  disobeying  the  arbitrary 
mandates  of  a  tyrant.  We  have  taken  up  arms,  it  is  true  ; 
but  this  we  have  an  undoubted  right  to  do,  in  defence  of 
the  British  Constitution — of  that  very  Constitution  which 
the  [nesent  royal  family  was  brought  in  to  support,  and  on 
the  principles  of  the  glorious  Revolution,  those  very  prin- 
ciples which  alone  could  give  our  King  a  right  to  the 
throne  of  England.  We  are  therefore  contending,  not  only 
for  oiir  privileges  as  freemen,  but  for  the  support  of  the 
British  Constitution;  and  if  we  are  supporting  that,  we 
are  supporting  our  King,  and  on  the  only  sure  ground  on 
which  he  can  be  supported. 

The  present  Ministry  are  rebels  and  traitors  to  their 
Prince;  they  are  endeavouring  to  make  him  forfeit  his 
crown.  The  Earl  ai  Dunmore,  late  GovernOur,  may  be 
called  a  genuine  rebel.  His  father  was  in  two  rebellions, 
strictly  and  properly  so  called  ;  and  he  is  now  himself  en- 
gaged in  one  of  a  more  artful  and  dangerous  nature ;  and 
he  has  the  effrontery  to  shift  the  odious  charge  on  us.  If 
there  are  loyal  subjects  in  the  world,  they  are  in  America — 
they  are  in  Virginia.  But  enough  of  this.  Independent 
of  these  arguments,  my  countrymen,  we  may  urge,  that 
we  have  a  right  to  take  up  arms  in  self-defence,  since  we 
have  been  threatened  with  an  invasion  of  savages  and  an 
insurrection  of  slaves,  and  have  had  our  Negroes  and  stocks 
piratically  taken  from  us.  The  laws  of  God  and  nature, 
and  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  justify  it ;  and,  at 
present,  all  the  feelings  of  humanity,  every  suggestion  of 
policy,  and  the  cries  of  our  insulted  and  imprisoned  coun- 
trymen, loudly  call  you  to  arm. 

MECKLENBURGH   COU.S'TY   (viUOINIa)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  held  for  the  County  of  Mecklenburg h, 
on  the  second  Monday  in  November,  1775  : 

This  Committee,  for  themselves  and  their  constituents, 
present  their  compliments  to  their  suffering  brethren  re- 
siding in  the  lower  parts  of  this  Country,  and  assure  them, 
in  case  they  should  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  aban- 
doning their  habitations,  that  they  will  meet  with  a  cordial 
reception  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  County,  and  every 
accommodation  that  their  situation  and  circumstances  will 
admit.     By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

John  Swei'son,  Clerk. 


flllLADET.flll.V    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  November  7,  177j. 

Information  was  given  that  Messrs.  Owen  Jones,  Jona- 
than Zanc,  and  Joshua  Fisher  if  Sons,  had  refused  to 
receive  the  Continental  Bills  in  the  course  of  their  busi- 
ness, and  on  in(juiry  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Jones  had  not 
considered  himself  at  liberty  to  receive  said  Bills  as  Pro- 
vincial Treasurer,  in  which  character  he  had  only  refused 
them,  until  he  had  advised  thereon  with  the  Members  of 
Assembly.  Mr.  Zanc  having  been  long  confined  to  his  house 
liy  indisposition, 

Jicsolccd,  That  iVIessrs.  Matlack  and  Bcnczct  wait  on 
him,  and  inquire  his  reasons  for  said  refusal. 

November  M. — The  Committee  being  informed  that 
Mr.  Joseph  Bichardson,  silversmith,  has  refused  to  take  the 
Continental  Currency, 

Bisiilrcd,  That  he  be  desired  to  attend  this  Committee 
immediaicly. 

Air.  Bichardson  attended,  and  acknowledged  that  he  had 
refused  to  receive  the  Continental  Bills  in  the  course  of  his 
business,  and  alleged  as  his  motive,  a  conscientious  scruple, 
as  said  currency  was  emitted  for  the  purpose  of  war. 

The  Committee  considering  it  of  the  utmost-importance 
to  the  general  weal  that  no  discouragement  should  be  given 
to  the  currency  of  the  Bills  issued  by  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  that  it  is  their  duty  to  take  some  measure 
to  prevent  any  such  discouragement, 

J{esolvcd,'T\m  Messrs.  3IcKcan,  Smith,  Matlack, 
li'ilcorks,  and  MiUigan,  be  a  Connnittee  to  consider  and 
report  what  steps  this  Committee  ought  to  take  in  this 
case. 

November  21. — The  Committee  a]ipointed  to  consider 
what  measures  ought  to  be  taken  in  the  case  of  persons 
who  mav  refuse  to  receive,  in  the  course  of  their  business. 
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the  Continental  Bills,  reported,  that  on  full  consideration 
of  the  importance  and  delicacy  of  the  case,  they  were  of 
opinion  that  this  Committee  ought  to  refer  tlie  same  to  the 
General  Congress,  that  such  measures  may  be  ordered  by 
ihem  as  will  give  full  and  etrectual  remedy  in  this  case, 
before  any  considerable  real  injury  may  arise  from  such 
refusal. 

Mr.  Thomas  Fisher,  one  of  the  partners  of  the  house 
of  Joshua  Fisher  &/■  Sons,  attended  in  Committee,  and  de- 
clared that,  from  conscientious  motives,  their  house  could 
not  accept  this  kind  of  money,  as  it  is  issued  for  the  pur- 
pose of  war. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Jl'ilcocJcs  and  Smith 
be  directed  lo  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  with  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee 
concerning  the  refusal  of  the  Continental  Bills  by  sundry 
persons. 

Extract  from  ilic  Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  die  City 
and  Liberties  o( Fhilaihlj)hia. 

Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Sccretari/. 


VOTE   OF  ^UEEN  S  COUNTY,  NKW-YOKK,  REFUSING  TO  SEND 
DEPUTIES  TO   THE    PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

A  list  of  Voters  for  and  against  Deputies  to  rejjresent  in 
Provincial  Congress,  taken  at  Jamaica,  in  and  for 
Queen's  County,  on  Tuesday,  November  7,  1775, 
and  continued  to  Sxturdxy  following,  five  o^ clock,  af- 
ternoon. 

The  following  persons  were  nominated  as  the  Deputies, 
viz:  Colonel  Jacob  Blackwell,  Samuel  Townsend,  IJ'illiam 
Townsend ,  Esqrs.,  Waters  Smith,  Benjamin  Sands,  Jtro- 
mus  Remsen,  Jun.,  and  Slejjlien  T'an  IVyck. 

For  Deputies— 221. 
Micnjih  Townsend,     Natliani^l  Box,  Jolin  Skidnioro, 

John'.!.  Skidniore,         Samuel  Moirell,  John  Skulnioi-e,  Sr., 

Epliraini  B  lyles,  Jonatlian  Lawrence,     Jonali  Roades, 

Alexander  Wlicy ley,     Capt.  Samuel  Moore,  John  Coe, 
Samuel  Riker,  Joseph  Robinson, 

Philip  Woodard,  John  Rikor, 

Benjamin  Cornish,        Sainnel  Smith, 
"  "■  '  ■  ckle, 

"ighy,  Sr 


Robert  Field, 
Stephen  Field, 
Morris  Hazard, 
Simon  Sands, 
Lambert  Woodard, 
Daniel  Lawrence, 
Fordham  Burtis, 
John  Rodgers, 
Albert  Hegeman,  Jr 
Albert  Hegeman,  Si 
H.  Hendrickson,  Jr. 
Elias  Bayles, 
Henry  Hocker, 
Benjamin  Coo, 
Jonathan  Coo, 
Abraham  Keltletas, 
Wail  Smith, 
Daniel  Bayles, 
Samuel  Waldron, 
Simon  Horton, 
John  Burtis, 
\Villiam  Furman, 
Nicholas  Everit, 
Daniel  Ludlam, 
Whitehead  Skidmor 
Richard  Berrien, 
Thomas  Burroughs, 
John  Fettitt, 
Martin  Schenck, 
Samuel  Burr, 


Rel 


Rci, 


Field, 


John  Bv 
Benjanii 
Piatt  Smith, 
Andries  Hegeman,  Jr 
Obadiah  Damclt, 
John  Waters, 
,  Robert  Morrell, 


Philip  Elsall, 
Charles  Boprum, 
Stephen  Pettilt, 
Benjamin  Farnng 
Philip  Edsall,  Jr., 
John  Brush, 
William  lietts, 
John  Worv, 
John  Il^'ndiicksor 
,  H.  Hendrieksun, 
Jonah  Hallett, 
Thomas  Deuton, 
John  Smith, 


Matthias  Van  Dyck,    Willi; 


Andries  Hegeman,! 
Josiah  Mitchell, 
Thomas  Rodman, 
John  Parker, 
John  Tliorne, 
Thomas  Thorno, 
John  Thome, 


C.  V: 


\Vi 


Othi 


lith, 


W.lliani  Thorne, 
TlioMii-i  Mili-'hill, 
John  Aluntamr, 
James  Doui;htv, 
John  Vatos, 
James  Burling, 
Richard  Rapalie, 
William  Corn^dl, 
L  Carpenter,  Jr., 
Jacoli  Carpenter, 
Julm  Lnvster, 
Rem  Uelreman, 


Gabriel  Fnriniui, 
William  Ludl.un,  Jr., 

Robert  Mitchell,  ' 
Nicholas  Smith. 
Daniel  Hilchcock, 
.Tohn  Roades, 
Richard  Roades, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Adrian  Onderdonck, 
Amos  Denton, 
E|)hraim  Marston, 


Noah  Smitli,  Jr., 

Noah  Smitli,  Sr., 

Walter  Smith, 

Benjamin  Everit, 

John  Burroughs, 

Benjamin  Field,  Ji 

Aaron  Hendrickson,    John  Searing, 

William  Ludlam,  Sr.,  Jacob  Searing, 

Daniel  W.  Kissam,       John  Sands, 

William  Howard,  Pepperel  Bloodgood, 

Nicholas  Smith,  Jr.,     Walter  Dallon,' 


Tli.iiins  Wooilard, 
Joseph  Cozlv, 
Divi.i  Litour, 
Jotham  Townsend, 
Daniel  Burr, 
Isaac  Bayles, 
James  Townsend, 
Zeb.  Seaman,  Jr., 
George  Townsend, 
J.  W.  Seaman, 
(iilbert  Searing, 
John  Schenck, 
Joseph  Coles, 
Daniel  Searing, 


,  Stephen  Ri 
Christophei 
Isaac  Hem 
Garret  Mur 
Samuel  M, 
John  Vanle 
William  Ci 
Sam.irl  S.. 
I.,  ..■  II  ■.,.: 


Joseph  iligbv, 
Thomas  Wiggins, 
Peter  Onderdonck, 
Tliomas  I)od<Te, 
George  1!  -nnit, 
All.rrl   \..~lr.,iit, 
.lo;,,,    M,|N. 


Richard  Valentino, 
John  Fish, 
George  Brinckerhoff, 
Benjamin  Moore, 
Zebulon  Wdliams, 
Doctor  Latham, 
Doctor  Townsend, 
Richard  Lawrence, 
Richard  Betts, 
William  Sackett, 
Edmund  Fenfold, 
Samuel  Denton, 
Hope  Roades, 
.Samuel  Lawrence, 
William  Penfold. 


Thomas  Lawrence, 
Nathaniel  Tom, 
Daniel  Everit, 
Robert  Hinckman, 
John  Thurston, 
Hope  ]{oades,  Jr., 
August  in  Betts, 
James  Hinckman, 
Jonathan  Roberts, 
Robert  Denton, 
Samuel  Higby,  Jr., 
Jacob  Wright, 
Uriah  Rider, 


John  Willett, 
John  Pollu'inus, 
Nathaniel  .Mills, 
Nicholas  Lamber 
Joseph  Dunbar, 
Rem  Remsen,  Sr., 
John  Smith, 


Nicholas  Van  Dyck, 
Peter  Smith, 
Benjamin  Birdsall, 
Joseph  Bowue, 
Jacob  Johnson, 
Andrew  Oakley, 
Robert  Coe, 
Abr'm  Brinckerhoff, 
Robert  Furman, 
Jonathan  Thurston, 
Jonathan  Wright, 
William  Glean, 
Moses  Higby, 


Gilbert  Hicks, 
Jacob  Mott, 
John  Eagles, 
Stephen  Cornell, 
I.  Hicks, 

David  Lambcrson, 
Adam  Mott, 
John  Burtis, 
Luke  Remsen, 
Samuel  Edsall, 
Isaac  Roades, 
Jacob  Valentine. 


Agiiinst  Depui 
Eli.as  Allen, 
Daniel  Kis.sa 
Ab.  Townsei: 
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Oil. 


■\Vi 


James  L; 
Ja,-,.bus 

l!,',il:,,n,. 


.  LudIo\ 


M., 


Powel  Aii.bermaii, 
John  Doty, 
Joshua  Mills, 
Johannes  Suedekcr, 
Daniel  Remsen, 

Hendriek  Emmons, 
Dow  l.litmus, 
Luke  Eldert, 
Benj.  Havihmd, 
Daniel  Whitehead, 
Jos-ph  D.mbar,  Jr., 
Jollli  LambiMisun, 
M.Liiiiberls..n. 

Luke   Nustr.i'nt, 
Benj.  Whitehead, 
John  Williamson, 
Joseph  Ludlam, 
(;apt.  John   Hewlett 
Cornelius  llo^l.uid, 
John  Hewlell,  Jr., 
Daniel  .Mien, 
William   Sprag, 
Samuel  Simlli, 
Ezekiel  Mattliews, 
TiieodorusVanWvc 
JaeoliVan  Noslrailt, 
Tunis  Van  Colt, 
Ja.ol,  Ilieks.Jr., 
Amos  r>„.ides. 

Jonathan  Smith, 
N.  Smith, 
Robert  Allen, 
Silas  Hicks, 
Elijah  Ramer, 
.Tohn  Ellsworth. 

Thomas  lialdeii," 
Aaron  li. litis, 
Joseph  IJiiiier, 
Tlioinas  llutchens. 


■Phomas  Fetherby, 
Daiii-l  Pme, 
William  Verity, 
J,evi  Cock, 
Joseph  Birdsall, 
William  Stiles, 
Henry  Ludlam, 
Daniel  Hall, 
David  Peterson, 
Jonas  Abrams, 
I'lower  Hulse, 


Thomas  Com 
Benjamin  Rai 
Jacob  Rainer 
Ezekiel  Rain 
Gabriel  Doxp 
Al.r'in  Mp.e. 


Peter  Underbill 
Thomas  Fleet, 
Daniel  Youugs 


:harle 


Benj.  Srnitli, 
Cornelius  Hart, 
Cornelius  Jacks 
William  Burtis, 
David  Sammons 
Richard  Wiggii 
R.  Townsend.  J 
Richard  Pine, 


Iwell, 


iiel. 


ckson 


ck. 


Will, 

I'idmuiul  'I'itus, 
Timothv  Titus, 
H,-iirv  Waters, 
'fiee  Lane, 
S. demon  Powel, 
D.iuiel  Nostrant, 
Alliert  Van  Nostrant, 
.loseph  Pettitt, 
liarnt  Van  Wvck, 
John  M  on  tort' 
Hiirman  Hendrickson, 
■fhomas  Hallett, 
Michael  (lolder, 
Abraham  Furman, 
Miebael  Flower, 
Tunis  C'overt,  Jr., 


Furman,  Jr., 


Robert  J  a 
Join,  Cor 
Joel  Ram 


th. 


John  Fetiierbv, 
House  Cvert, 
John  Riiii.r, 
Wdliain  G.dder, 
Peter  Titus,  Jr., 
Willi.M.i  IVtherbv, 
Henrv  R  uncr, 
Simiiious  Verity, 
Robert  Sill  ton,' 
Daniel  Hewlett, 
Daiii.d  Murray, 
Joseph  tlodge, 
Thomas  Seaman, 
John  Townsend, 
Edward  Sprag, 
Benjamin  Pettitt, 
John  Pettitt, 
Isaac  Denton, 
Barent  Sncdeker, 
Daniel  Tli.uston, 
Richard  Snath. 
Samuel  Langdon, 
Thomas  Durlm, 
Michael  Butler, 
Charles  Hewlett, 


IJavid  Jacks 
George  Walts, 
C.  Van  Nostrant, 

Thomas  Birdsall, 
Joseph  Smith, 
I!,.ii|aiiuii  Waters, 
Henry  .Miller, 
Jno.  jaekson,  Jr., 
Pe.irse  Pool, 
Z-b.  Siiutli, 


Benjamin  Hewlett. 
William  Lingdon, 
William  Cornell. 
James  Pme, 
Isaac  Weekes, 
Cornell  Smith, 
Jos.  Smith,  Jr., 
David  Battine, 
Richard  Titus, 
James  Cornell, 
William  Pearson. 
John  Legross, 
,  John  Abrams, 
Richard  Southaro 
William  Hewlett, 
Samuel  Foster, 
Adam  Pettitt, 
William  Pettitt. 
Elijah  Cornell, 
Michael  Demott. 
John  Mott, 
Archibald  Langdon. 
Peter  Thomas, 
Thomas  Southard. 
Aaron  Van  Nostrant. 
William  Valentine, 
Simon  Losee, 
Daniel  Smith, 
James  Birdsall, 
Samuel  Birdcall. 
Oliver  Birdsall, 
Isaac  Smith,  Jr., 
Joseph  Pearsall. 
Joseph  Bedel,  3d, 
Joseph  Bedel,  Sr.. 
Aaron  Van  Nostrant, 
Abraham  Nostrant. 
Israel  Eldert, 
Solomon  Do.xe, 


el  W( 


Pelh; 


(■eortre  Itapalje, 
Pearson  Langdon, 
William  Langdon, 
Peter  Scott, 
John  Holmes, 
Thos.  Smith,  Jr.. 
Samuel  Titus, 
John  Allen, 
Itarent  Allen, 

Henrv  Ludlam,  Jr., 
Wdlilim  Johnson, 
Nathan  Skidinore, 
Harman  Flower, 
John  Flower, 


John  Fitit 
Joseph  W. 
Joseph  La 


illiam  Ludlam, 
vaniis  Southard, 
ike  Cummins, 


Anthony  Demott, 
John  Fleet, 
Robert  Valentine. 
Caleb  Underbill, 
Richard  Smith, 
James  Smith, 
Peter  Bond, 
Charles  Cornell, 
Samuel  Carman.  3d, 
Philip  Parmer, 
John  Waters, 
John  Smith, 
Samuel  Van  Wyck. 
Samuel  Abrams, 
Garret  Nostrant, 
Benj.  Hegeman. 
Joseph  Haviland. 
Joseph  Thorne, 
Israel  Rodgers, 
Benajah  Wiggins. 
Samuel  Denton, 
Townsend  Wcekcs. 
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Andrew  Allen, 
Thomas  Hicks, 
David  t'astiborne, 
Peter  Welser, 
Hezekiali  Pearsall, 
Solomon  Seaman, 
Samuel  Pettitt, 
Jolin  Ilulse, 
ToHUsend  Hewlett, 
.Stephen  Powell, 
Joseph  Bezly, 
Jolin  Townsend, 
Richard  Townsend, 
/cbiilon  Seaman, 
William  Velser, 
Jacob  U'del, 
•rimmas  Tredivell, 
Williaiii  Smith, 
Joseph  Smith, 

Jonathan  Smith,  Jr., 
Tmiis  Covert, 
Ivlwar.l  fornell, 
(barman  Kushniore, 

Benjamin  Lester, 
VVilliajn  Cornell,  3d, 
John  Martin, 
Jos'-ph  Hewlett, 
I'hilip  Woolly, 
Lawrence  Hewlett, 
liinj  imiu  Smith, 
Davi.l  Ludlam, 
Israel  Smith, 


Jolm  Sands,  Jr., 
John  Peters, 
Jolm  Mcintosh, 
William  Rushmore, 
Samuel  Stringhani, 
S:nmiel  Smith, 
William  Smith, 
Henry  15  ihleii, 
Daniel  Un.lerhill, 
Thomas  Cornell, 
R.-hard  Matthews, 
Georje  Weekes, 
Robert  Col./s, 
Cornelius  lioj^n-rt. 
John  Fowli'r, 
Elias  Smith, 
William  Covert, 
P.  iijaniin  Slivers, 
Cabrr  1  Coll, 
\Vat.  Covert, 
Christian  Snedeker, 
Michael  Uemott, 
Parniis  Jackson, 
Item  Remsen, 
Michael  IVUitt, 
F.lij  ih  \Vood, 
Jolm  I'lid-ihiU, 
Benj.  Tredwell,  Jr., 
.Vdri  in  .Schenck, 
Thomas  Cock, 
Anthony  Roades, 
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Benjamin  Burtis, 
John  Hegeraan, 
John  Titus, 
Samuel  Johnson, 
Amos  Shaw, 
James  Wood, 
John  Linninglon, 
Joseph  Pettitt,  Jr., 
David  Deniott, 
James  Pine, 
John  Van  Nostrant, 
Adam  Mott, 
H-nry  Ahrams, 
White-head  Field, 
George  Riarson, 
Obadi  ih  Smith, 
Daiii  .1  Brinkerhort; 
Jaco'-j  Lumherson, 
Amos  PoH-el, 
Thomas  Wiggins, 
Jonathan  Pratt, 
Richard  Uildersleve, 
Benjamin  Wiggins, 
TImnias  Fro...l, 


Richard  Hewlett, 
Joseph  Totten, 
John  Higby, 
William  (Jolder, 
Isaac  Ambermin, 
Thos.  Smith,  Esii 
D.  C  olden,  Esii., 
Thos.  Hendricksc 
Jolin  Talman, 
Casper  Springstef 
Israel  Sealy, 
Epenctus  Piatt, 
Joseph  Smith, 


Philip  Thorne, 
Ilenrv  Pearson, 
John  "Walts, 
William  Tillett, 
Isaac  Smith, 
Obadiah  Valeiltir 


Richard  Brewer, 
Pen  Weekes, 
James  Hicks, 
Martin  Van  Nostrant 
I!,  llrii.lriekson, 
Elijah  Smilh, 
John  Van  Colt, 
Daniel  Cock, 
Benjamin  Fish, 
George  Weekes, 
Richard  Langdon, 


Tmiolby  Conicll, 
Nehemiah  Samm 
John  Kissam, 
John  Rems.  H, 
Joshua  Bir.ls.ill, 
Tunis  Coverl,  Jr. 
James  R..!.bi„s. 
Obadiah  Mills, 
Jacob  Slringh.uii 
William  Heul.ll 
Abr'm  Law  rem,-, 
Feli.x  Fowler, 
John  Bennit, 
Pen  C:oek, 
Albert  Hogland, 
Corn-lius  Hcnnit 
Stephen  Higby, 


Nos 


111, 


Robert  Doughty, 
Jacob  Hicks, 
Samuel  Carman, 
John  Cock, 
Jacob  Dean, 


Jabr/,  Woo.lruli; 
John  Troup, 
S.  Clowes,  Esq., 
Jacob  Mott, 


Iteubei 
Jacami 
James 


William 
William 
John  Re 

Jonas  V 


Fr.  <..      ■  ..    ■■.-■••     ' 
Jam    ,    i;rl,    ,  Ji,, 
Caleb  .Moii-ell, 
Doel.  Chas.  Arding, 
John   Mott, 
Timothy  TownsL-nJ, 
.\dun  Carman, 
Henry  Woolly, 
Stephen  Callas, 
V/illiam  Buns, 
Joseph  Abrams, 
Richard  Roades, 
Nathai.i.  I  Woodrnir, 
S,;i:.,    I  Crman,  3 J, 
I,    ,       !■    '  .  a,, 
--'     .  ,       1   'r  ment. 


Cornell, 
nith, 
'ornelius. 


John  Smith, 
'I'homas  Townsend 
Archolans  Do.w, 
Lawrence  Fish, 


Jos, 

■ph  Dmim, 

.lac. .bus  Rili.T, 

_M,iN 

.11  i;  ipalje. 

S  :ii 

m  d  Doty, 

Cornelius  R,,|>,l|e. 

lli'lU 

Iriek  .Munseo, 

.l.m 

alhan   Balden, 

Riilef  Durv -e,  ' 

Doct 

.  D.  Lawrence, 

Ma! 

ilin  IJiarson, 

Thomas  U-wlell. 

Jolm 

Southard, 

M"' 

rris  Simonson,  Jr 

.,  John  (Joldeii, 

Jaim 

Alii 

■aliaiii  Simonson, 

William  Thurston, 

John 

Siivdain, 

Clei 

.rl,s  Simonson, 

Silvanus  Bedel,  Esq., 

Lelh 

at  Lefert;, 

|s,i: 

le  R.iner, 

James  Lewis, 

Jno. 

Smith,  son  of 

Cb:i 

.rb's  Ahrams, 

Abraham  Van  Wyck, 

Si 

mucj, 

Ch: 

irlcs  Doughty, 

John  Marvin, 

Miel, 

larl  B'liriis, 

Job 

11  Nostrant, 

Jacob  Nostrant, 

Ricll 

aid   .Mason, 

Fr,. 

d.  Nostrant,  Jr., 

Jonathan  Smith, 

(;eor 

ge  Weekes, 

Isa: 

.0  Denton, 

William  Welling, 

Will 

lam  Hogland, 

Tin 

■  mas  Durlm, 

Joseph  Cadle, 

Edin 

und  Weekes, 

Peter  Riarson, 
Abraham  Demott, 
Austin  Hicks, 
Henrv  .\brams, 
Johu"Hegeman, 
Stephen  Hewlett, 
Tunis  Bergen, 
Benj.  Hewlett,  Jr. 
Isaac  D.-nton,  Jr., 
Nathamel  Higby, 


John  Foster, 
Daniel  Durlin, 
.\braham  Remsen, 
Natli'l  Townsend, 
John  Moore,  Jr., 
Thomas  Cornell, 
John  .Moore,  Sr., 
Thomas  WiUett, 
Uriah  Piatt, 
Elias  Burtis, 


John  Townsend,  Esq.,  Jacob  Bond, 


Remsen, 
Isaiah  Doughty, 
Jacob  Rinehart, 
Stephen  Willis, 
Nicholas  Ludlam, 
Joseph  Bedel, 
William  ThatCord, 
Joseph  Oldfield, 
Daniel  Hcndricksoi 
Jeremiah  Bedel, 
John  Pearson, 
Henry  Suydam, 


S.henck, 
Suydam, 


George  Rapalje, 
Thomas  Morrell, 
Samuel  Moore, 
Richard  Biirgaw, 
Barnardus  Bloom, 
Benjamin  Kissam, 
Tunis  Brmckerliotr, 
John  Brewer, 
Aaron  Van  Nostrant, 
Jeromus  Rapalje, 
Peter  Burgaw, 
Nicholas  Van  Colt, 
Christopher  Remsen, 
Garret  Dorland, 
Nathaniel  Moore, 
(iarret  Latting, 
Thomas  Van  Wyck, 
John  Amberman, 
Thomas  Stocklbrd, 
Thoin  IS  Ludl am. 


Timo 
Willi.- 
Bcuja 
DaniL 
1.  A.I 


.1,    Esq., 
Roades, 


Wt 


Hicks 


KM:-r 
lienj. 


oh  Jackson,' 
jiu  IS  Jackson, 


Mich, 
Capt. 


John  Stevens, 
John  Mitchell, 
(;  Tardus  Clowes, 
Doct.  David  Brooks 
Thoin  IS  Kip, 
John  Wackes, 
James  Carpenter, 
Obadiah  Lawrence, 
Richard  McCorne, 
Derrick  Bergen, 


Is.aac  Lattin, 
John  R.iiner, 
Elbert  Adriancc, 
Timothy  Flower, 
Cornelius  Monfort, 
Jonathan  Fish, 
Cornelius  Riarson, 
Capt.  Jolin  WooUv. 
William  Monfort,' 
Is,cac  Seaman,  ^ 
Jeremiah  Robbins, 
Isaac  Rapalje, 
Isaac  Diimus, 
Cornelius  Rapalje, 
William  Williams, 
John  Wiggins, 
Jonatlian  Rowlin, 
Peter  Nostrant, 
Is  i.-ic  Remsen, 
Jacob  .\driance, 
Morris  Lott, 
Archibald  Hamilton, 
John  Doughlv, 
Capt.  SanmerHallel 
Timothy  B  'del, 
Thomas  Thorne, 
John  Shoils, 
George  Brinkerlioff, 
Adam  Lawrence, 
V.  H.  P  t.r.s,  Esq., 
Richard  IMh-tt, 


Kerbi 


H.-nry  W.mser,  John  Snedeker,  Jr., 

Li-wis  D.ivenport,  Christopher  Remsen, 

Jane  s  .M.irr,  Daniel  Albertson, 

This  is  to  certify,  that  the  foregoin;^ 

list  ol'  the  election,  taken  from  the  ori; 

Joseph  Robinson,  Iiisjic 


John  Tr-dw.-ll, 
Elbert  Briukerhoif, 
John  Voorhies, 
Jackson  I\Iott, 
Jonathan  Searing, 
James  Turner, 
Capt.  Richard  Betls, 
Charles  Willett, 
John  Greenoak, 
J.jlin  Stoekes, 
S.-,im.,iis  Weekes, 
Josiph  Willis, 
Joo.st  Van  Brunt. 
Daniel  Rapalje. 


:  is  a  copy  of  the  poll 
j^inal,  by  me, 
ctor  of  the  I'oll. 


ra:Ni:i(,\L  scm  ylf.u  to  co.NTiNF.NT.iL  co.nguesj. 

[Read  November  15,  ITTo.j 

Tieonderoga,  November  7,  ITTo. 

De.vh  Sir:  I  have  the  honour  to  congratulate  Congress 
on  the  retkiction  of  Si.  John's,  and  I  do  wish  that  such  an 
interesting  account  should  reach  it  as  soon  as  possible. 
1  only  enclose  copy  of  General  ^lonlgomcrij's  letter,  with 
copies  of  sundry  papers  he  has  sent  me.  His  merit  is 
much  enhanced  by  the  variety  of  difficulties  he  has  had  to 
sm-mount — a  detail  of  which  would  be  too  long  at  this  time. 
I  therefore  conclude  with  begging  to  repeat  the  necessity  of 
a  delegation  to  this  quarter;  General  i\joiitgomcri/  having, 
as  you  will  easily  conceive,  as  much  business  on  his  hands 
as  he  can   possibly  do,  ami  my  health   being  so  much  im- 


that  even  now  I  supnoit 


lillicully,  the  fatigue 


incident  to  my  office. 

[  am,  dear  Sir,  with  the  most  respectful  sentiments,  your 
lloiiom's  mosl  obedient  humble  servant, 

I'llll.iP  ScHUVLEU. 

To  the  lion.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  necessity  of  more  ca-h, 
in  specie,  as  well  as  in  bills. 

Camp  near  St.  Jolin-s,  November  3,  17T.^. 

I\Iy  De,\r  Geneu.vl:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaiiii 
you  the  garrison  surrendered  last  night.  This  morning 
we  take  possession;  to-morrow  I  hope  the  piisoners  will 
set  oft".  Enclosed  you  have  the  capitulation,  which  I  hope 
will  meet  with  your  approbation  and  that  of  Congress.  I 
have  ventured  to  permit  an  officer  or  two  to  go  to  tlieii 
families,  which  are  in  some  distress,  al  Montreal,  upon  their 
parole  ;  they  cannot  do  us  any  harm,  and  there  would 
have  been  a  degree  of  inhumanity  in  refusing  them.  When 
we  had  played  on  the  fort  some  hours,  from  our  battery  of 
four  twulve-pounders,  on  the  noithwest,  and  another  of 
tuo  twelve-pounders  and  two  four-|)ounders  on  the  ea>t 
side,  some   prisoners  arrived,  who  had   been  taken  in  an 
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action  vvitli  Govemour  Carhton,  at  Longetdl.  He  made 
ail  aiteiiipt  to  land,  uiili  thirtj-lbiir  boats  full  ol"  men.  fVar- 
7icr's  detaclinient,  consisting  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys 
and  Second  Regiment  of  Yorkers,  repulsed  tliem  with  loss; 
took  two  Indians  and  two  Canadians  prisoners.  We  have 
buried  three  Indians,  and  it  is  supposed  many  in  the  boats 
must  have  been  killed  ;  we  had  not  a  man  even  wounded. 
(This,  I  believe,  is  his  last  effort.)  One  of  the  above- 
mentioned  prisoners  I  sent  into  the  fort,  to  inform  Major 
Freston  of  the  circumstances  of  the  action,  that  he  might 
judge  what  prospect  he  could  have  of  relief;  it  had  the 
desired  effect — the  garrison  having  been  on  half-allowance 
for  some  time.  I  am  making  the  necessary  preparations 
to  proceed  immediately  to  Montreal,  by  way  of  La  Frai- 
rie,  as  the  enemy  have  armed  vessels  in  the  Sorel. 

Send  every  body  you  possibly  can  innnediately  down, 
as  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended  many  of  the  men  on  this 
service  will  insist  on  returning  home  when  their  times  are 
expired.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  keep  people  with 
arms  for  the  present  at  ^Viconderoga.  Several  men  of  rank 
in  Canada  are  among  the  prisoners.  I  have  permitted  them 
to  remain  at  Crown  Point,  till  the  return  of  two  gentlemen 
they  sent  to  their  friends  for  money,  &c. ;  they  pleaded 
liard  to  return  home,  but  they  are  too  dangerous  to  let 
loose  again. 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  27111  Octo- 
ber. Not  a  word  o{  Arnold  yet.  1  have  sent  two  expresses 
lo  him  lately — one  by  an  Indian,  who  promised  to  return 
with  expedition.  The  instant  I  have  any  news  of  him,  I 
will  ac(|uaint  you  by  express.  Colonel  Easton  and  Major 
Brown,  with  their  Corps,  and  Mr.  Livingston,  with,  I  be- 
lieve, one  thousand  Canadians,  are  going  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  Sorel,  pushing  Colonel  Allan  Maclean  before  them. 
Maclean  had  many  Canadians,  but  they  joined  through 
fear  of  fire  and  sword  ;  vou  may  easily  judge  how  they 
will  tight. 

I  send  you  a  list  of  stores,  artillery,  &c. ;  and  am,  my 
dear  Sir,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your  much  obliged  luuii- 
ble  servant,  o  m 

KiCHARD    IMUNTGOMKRY. 

To  General  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  Half-past  six.  Just  received  your  favour  of  .3 1st 
October;  a  good  deal  of  artillery  stores,  but  we  have  not 
time  to  ascertain  tliem.  Neither  Macpherson  nor  Rensse- 
laer have  commissions. 


St.  Jolin's,  November  1,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  credibly  informed  that  the  prisoner  }ou  per- 
mitted to  pass  here  this  evening  is  frequently  subject  to 
fits  of  insanity,  and  therefore  catmot  lay  much  stress  on 
what  he  says. 

Equally  anxious  to  prevent  the  fuithor  unnecessary  effu- 
sion of  blood,  and  zealous  to  maintain  the  honour  of  His 
Majesty's  arms,  I  now  inform  you,  that  should  no  attempt 
be  made  to  relieve  this  place  w  ithin  the  space  of  four  days, 
I  will  then  offer  to  you  my  pioposals  relative  to  a  surren- 
der. The  low  state  of  my  provisions,  the  destruction  of 
artillery  stores,  tools,  &c.,  are  points  with  which  the  de- 
serter was  not  w^ell  acquainted.  In  whatever  way  the  fate 
of  this  garri?'"n  may  be  determined,  I  flatter  myself  it  will 
never  depend  on  the  assembling  of  Canadians,  who  must 
have  rendered  themselves  equally  contemptible  to  both 
parties. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Charlls  Preston, 
Major  )i6th  Rcg't,  coming  at  St.  Johns. 
To  Brigadier-General  Montgomery. 


Sir:  The  advanced  season  of  the  year  will  not  admit  of 
your  proposal.  I  do  assure  you,  upon  the  honour  of  a 
gentleman,  that  what  the  prisoner  has  informed  you  of  is 
true,  as  far  as  has  come  to  my  knowledge;  however,  if  it 
want  further  confirmation,  Mr.  Depone,  o(  Montreal,  who 
is  also  my  prisoner,  will,  1  believe,  give  you  the  same  in- 
telligence. 

Having  now  acquitted  my  conscience,  I  must,  to  save 
time  and  prevent  trouble,  acquaint  you,  if  you  do  not  sur- 
render this  day,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  make  any  future 
jiroposals  ;  the  garrison  shall  be  prisoners  of  war,  without 
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the  honours  of  war,  and  I  cannot  ensure  the  officers  their 
baggage. 

Should  you  wish  to  send  an  officer  to  Mr.  Depone,  who 
is  on  hoard  the  sloop,  3  ou  have  my  permission.  Captain 
Stewart  carries  an  order  for  that  purpose.  Should  you 
still  be  inclined  to  persist  in  a  useless  defence,  you  will 
immediately  fire  a  cannon  without  shot,  as  a  signal. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient. 
To  Major  Preston.  R'CHakd  Montgomery. 

ARTICLES  OF  CAPITULATION  PROPOSKI)  BY  MAJOR  CHARLES 
PRESTON  FOR  Ills  MAJESTy's  FORTS  AT  ST.  JOHN's,  IN 
THE    PROVINCE   OF  CANADA. 

Article  1st.  All  acts  of  hostility  shall  cease  on  both 
sides,  till  the  articles  of  capitulation  shall  be  agreed  upon 
and  signed. 

Answer.     Agreed. 

Article  2d.  The  garrison  shall  be  allowed  all  the  hon- 
ours of  war,  and  suffered  to  proceed  with  their  baggage 
and  effects  to  the  most  convenient  post  in  America;  from 
thence  to  embark  for  Great  Britain,  as  soon  as  they  shall 
be  furnished  with  transports  and  provisions  by  his  Excel- 
lency General  Gage,  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Troops  in  America. 

Answer.  The  garrison  shall  march  out  with  the  hon- 
ours of  war;  this  is  due  to  their  fortitude  and  perseverance. 
The  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  shall  ground 
their  arms  on  the  plain  south  of  the  fort,  and  immediately 
embark  on  board  such  boats  as  shall  be  provided  for  that 
purpose.  The  officers  shall  keep  their  side  arms,  and  their 
fire-arras  shall  be  put  up  in  a  box,  and  delivered  to  them 
when  those  unhappy  disputes  are  ended,  if  they  do  not 
choose  to  dispose  of  them  before.  The  garrison  must  go 
to  Connecticut  Government,  or  such  other  Province  as  the 
honomable  the  Continental  Congress  shall  direct;  there  to 
remain  till  our  unhappy  differences  shall  be  compromised, 
or  till  they  are  exchanged.  Our  prisoners  have  been  con- 
stantly treated  with  a  brotherly  affection;  the  effects  of  the 
garrison  shall  not  be  withheld  from  them. 

Article  3d.  An  officer  or  Quartermaster  from  each 
Corps  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  to  Montreal,  upon  parole 
of  honour;  there  to  transact  and  settle  the  business  of  his 
respective  Corps,  and  to  bring  up  their  baggage,  clothing, 
and  pay;  for  which  purpose  they  shall  be  furnished  with 
carts  and  batteaus. 

Answer.  Agreed  to  in  the  fullest  latitude. 
Article  4th.  The  Canadian  gentlemen,  inhabitants, 
and  other  persons  residing  in  this  Province,  and  now  in 
&../o/im's,  shall  be  permitted  to  return  unmolested  to  their 
respective  homes,  with  their  arms  and  baggage,  and  remain 
secure  in  their  property  and  effects. 

Answer.  Answered  in  the  second  article;  the  Cana- 
dian gentlemen  and  others  being  part  of  the  garrison. 

Article  bill.  The  sick  and  wounded  shall  lie  taken 
proper  care  of,  and  permitted  to  join  their  respective  Corps, 
or  return  to  their  respective  homes,  upon  their  recovery. 

Answer.  The  sick  and  wounded  shall  be  taken  care  of 
by  their  own  Surgeons,  and  when  recovered  follow  their 
respective  Corps. 

Article  Glh.  As  soon  as  the  above  articles  shall  be 
signed,  Major  Preston  will  deliver  up  the  forts,  with  the 
ammunition,  piovisions,  &ic. 

Anstver.  To-morrow  morning,  at  eight  o'clock,  the 
garrison  will  march  out,  having  tirst  collected  their  bag- 
gage and  eilects  togetlier  in  a  convenient  place  for  em- 
barkation, and  leaving  a  guard  for  its  protection  ;  the  offi- 
cers must  be  upon  honour,  with  respect  to  their  baggage. 
Should  any  Canadian  or  other  person  effect  his  escape, 
his  baggage  shall  be  given  as  plunder  to  the  troops.  The 
Quartermaster-General,  with  proper  Commissaries,  will 
attend  at  eight  o'clock,  to  receive  the  artillery,  ammuni- 
tion, naval  stores,  &ic. 

The  deserters  from  the  Continental  Army  shall  not  be 
included  in  the  stipulation  for  the  garrison.  The  com- 
manding officer  to  sign  and  deliver  the  articles  of  capitula- 
tion by  sunset  this  evening. 

Charles  Preston, 
Major  •->(>//(  Reg't,  comd'g  at  St.  John's. 

St.  JoUiiV.  Ntnvmbev  2,  1775. 
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RETURN    OF   BRASS    AND   IRON    ORDNANCE    AND    MORTARS   IN 
THE   NORTH    AND    SOUTH    FORTS   AT   ST.   JOHn's. 

Brass:  Two  !24-poun(lers,  one  12-|)ounder,  four  6- 
pounders,  two  4-pounders,  eight  3-pounders,  two  8-iiich 
iiowitzers. 

Iron  :  Six  9-pounders,  one  8-pounder,  eleven  6-pound- 
ers,  one  5-pounder,  one  4-pounder,  two  ;3-pounders. 

Mortars:  Three  5  l--2-inch,  four  4  2-5-inch. 

M.  Jamks,  Commissary  of  Arl'y. 

St.  John's,  Novemhpr  3,  1775. 

AN  INVENTORY  OF  NAVAL  STORES  AT  FORT  ST.  JOHn's. 

Two  9-inch  cables,  120  fathoms  each ;  two  7-inch 
cables,  120  fathoms  each  ;  two  4J-inch  hawsers;  one  coil 
.'j^-inch  rope,  120  fathoms;  two  coils  ratline  ;  sundries  of 
lines  and  marline;  two  anchors,  weight  4  cwt.  25  lbs.; 
two  anchors,  weight  3  cwt.  1  qr.  8  lbs. ;  two  anchors, 
weight  2  cwt.  3  qrs. ;  one  suit  of  sails  for  the  Schooner 
Royal  Savage ;  one  square-sail  for  the  row  galley ;  two 
mariner's  compasses;  three  cases  nails  and  spikes;  five 
kegs  paint;  eight  gallons  linseed  oil;  three  hand-leads; 
brushes  ;  ten  barrels  pitch  ;  one  barrel  rosin  ;  one  barrel 
tar ;  new  blocks  for  the  sloop  on  the  stocks ;  three  large 
iron  kettles  ;  two  large  iron  pots  ;  part  of  a  cask  of  tal- 
low. 

Fort  St.  John's,  November  3,  1775. 


(iKNERAI,    SCHUYLER   TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Ticonderoga,  November  7,  1775. 

My  DEAR  General:  1  had  prepared  an  answer  to  your 
last,  which  I  received  three  days  ago;  but  as  it  was  not 
copied,  and  having  this  moment  received  the  agreeable 
intelligence  of  the  reduction  of  iSV.  Johns,  1  would  not 
withhold  from  your  Excellency  so  interesting  an  account, 
lor  a  letter  which  I  may  hereafter  send.  1  only  enclose 
copies  of  General  Montgomery's  letter,  and  of  the  papers 
that  were  enclosed  in  it. 

Mr.  Montgomery''s  merit  is  the  more,  on  account  of  ihe 
difficullies  he  has  had  to  encomiter.  \Vhat  these  are,  the 
answer  to  your  Excellency's,  above  alluded  to,  will  point 
out. 

I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  this  hajipy  event, 
which  1  hope  will  he  followed  by  the  reduction  of  all 
Canada,  especially  should  Colonel  Arnold  get  down  to 
the  St.  Lawrence. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  General,  that,  with  all  those  senti- 
ments which  flow  from  unfeigned  esteem,  I  am  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

,,  ,   ,,.    ,  .      ,  Philip  Schuyler. 

General  If  as/nngtoii. 


MAJOR   lillOWN   TO   GENERAL   MONTGOMF.RV. 

Sorcl,  November  7,  1775. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  enclosed  you  a  number  of  letters, 
which  1  took  from  the  post  at  Berkc,  the  last  night,  on 
his  way  from  Montreal  to  Qiicbeck.  1  patrolled  the  north 
shore  the  whole  of  last  night  ;  took  young  Palerson,  a 
merchant  from  Montreal  in  (^uebcck ;  JNlr.  fVoolsey,  mer- 
chant, i-luebeck  ;  James  Cuthbert,  Esquire,  counsellor  and 
seigneur,  of  Berkc.  The  two  first  1  discharged  inmie- 
dialely,  they  a])|)earing  to  be  on  jjrivate  business.  Mr. 
Cuthbert  1  brought  I  his  side,  and,  on  examination,  could 
not  prove  any  thing  material ;  therefore,  he  is  discharged 

Mr.  I'aterson  informs  that  the  merchants  at  Montreal 
held  a  council  yesterday  ;  after  which,  they  waited  on  the 
Governour,  and  recjuesled  him  to  determine  their  fate.  He 
answered,  that  he  should  quit  the  Town  in  a  day  or  two, 
and  they  might  take  cai'e  of  themselves.  They  instantly 
determined  to  apply  to  General  Montgomery  for  protection, 
&i.c.  You  will  find  the  tiovernour's  departure  foretold  in 
the  letters  sent  you.  1  should  have  tarried  the  olher  side 
the  river,  raised  a  large  party,  and  covered  your  land- 
ing ;  but,  from  the  intelligence  aforesaid,  thought  it  not 
worth  while.  Took  a  good  batteau  the  other  side,  Stc. 
The  ship|)insr  remain  here  as  yet;  we  shall  give  them  a 
f'w  shot  to-morrow  morning,  fiom  a  battery  now  erefiinir. 
We  wait  the  (iciieral's  pleasure  for  further  orders.  Should 
ijL-   glad  to  have  the  honour  of  entering  the  City  of  Mon- 


treal with   the   Army,   provided    the    Regiment  remains 

here. 

1  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  your  veiy  humble 

servant,  ,         „  '      . 

John  Bbown,  Major. 

Brigadier-General  Montgomery. 


extract  of  a  LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  LONDON,  DATED 
QUEBECK,  NOVEMBER  7,  1775. 

In  my  last  I  hinted  to  you  the  situation  this  country  wa? 
in.  Since  that  period  tilings  have  grown  worse,  insomuch 
that  the  country  is  now  invested  in  three  dilferent  places. 
Our  friends  above  will  inevitably  fall  a  sacrifice  to  a  Rebel 
banditti,  being  unable  to  withstand  such  powerful  oppo- 
nents ;  while  we  in  this  place  are  making  every  prepara- 
tion for  an  obstinate  defence,  being  resolved  to  hold  out  to 
the  last.  So  soon  as  this  vessel  sails,  which  I  imagine  will 
be  the  last  this  year,  every  citizen  will  betake  himself  to 
arms,  as  all  kinds  of  business  will  then  in  a  great  measure 
cease.  For  these  three  months  past,  the  inhabitants  have 
already  been  doing  garrison  duty,  as  militia,  in  which  corps 
I  have  also  the  honour  to  serve,  and  this  day  mounted 
guard,  which  comes  round  every  fourth  day. 

We  have  at  this  time  about  forty  pieces  of  cannon  on 
our  ramparts,  and  every  avenue  leading  to  the  Town  pro- 
perly repaired.  The  only  thing  we  want  is  men,  there 
being  no  Regulars  in  the  garrison.  However,  what  with 
sailors,  British  settlers,  and  French,  (though  the  latter 
cannot  be  much  depended  upon,)  we  nearly  muster  two 
thousand  five  hundred.  With  this  force  we  hope  to  hold 
out  till  we  have  a  re-enforcement  in  the  spring ;  but  should 
that  be  late  in  arriving,  I  am  afraid  we  shall  be  at  last 
obliged  to  yield.  Indeed,  would  you  believe  it,  the  French, 
whom  the  Government  has  done  so  much  for,  and  relied 
upon,  have  taken  up  arms  against  us,  several  of  whom  are 
now  prisoners  amongst  us,  having  been  taken  in  a  lale  en- 
gagement near  the  Town.  As  I  shall  have  no  opportunity 
of  willing  to  Great  Britain  till  perhaps  June  next,  unless 
matters  are  settled  at  home,  you  will  not  be  surprised  at 
my  silence. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  JOHN  SULLIVAN. 

Orders  for  Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  ^iuen  at  Head- 
quarters, jSovember  7,  1775. 
You  are  to  proceed  immediately  to  Portsmouth,  yew- 
Hampshire,  and  complete  the  works  already  begun,  to 
secure  that  and  the  other  Tow  ns  at  the  entrance  of  Pis- 
cataqua  River  from  any  attacks  by  ships  of  war.  Fortius 
purpose,  you  are  to  fix  ships  and  fire-rafts  in  such  places 
as  you  find  most  convenient  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
|)assing  up  the  river.  As  great  calamity  and  distress  are 
brought  upon  our  sea-port  Towns,  through  the  malicious 
endeavours  and  false  re|)resentations  of  many  persons  hold- 
ing commissions  under  the  Crown,  who,  not  content  with 
bringing  destruction  upon  some  of  our  principal  Towns,  are 
yet  using  every  art  that  malice  can  devise  to  reduce  others 
to  the  same  unhappy  state,  in  hopes,  by  such  diabolical 
and  cruel  conduct,  to  please  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical 
Ministry,  and  to  receive  from  them,  in  return,  a  continu- 
ance of  such  places  and  pensions  as  they  now  hold,  at  the 
expense  of  the  blood  and  treasure  of  this  distressed  Conti- 
nent: You  are  therefore,  immediately  upon  your  arrival 
in  that  Province,  to  seize  such  persons  as  hold  commissions 
under  the  Crown,  and  are  acting  as  avowed  and  open  ene- 
mies to  their  Country,  and  hold  them  as  hostages  for  the 
security  of  those  Towns  which  our  Ministerial  enemies 
threaten  to  invade.  In  case  any  attack  should  be  made 
upon  Portsmouth,  or  other  sea-ports  in  that  quarter,  you 
are  immediately  to  collect  such  force  as  can  be  raised,  to 
repel  the  invasion,  and  at  all  hazards  to  prevent  the  eneinv 
from  landing  and  taking  possession  of  any  ports  in  that 
quarter.  When  you  have  completed  the  works  at  Ports- 
mouth, and  secured  the  passage  of  the  river  there,  you  are 
to  return  without  delay  to  the  Army,  unless  you  find  that 
the  enemy  are  about  to  make  an  immediate  attack  upon 
that  or  the  neighbouring  Towns.  The  above  is  rather  to 
be  considered  as  matter  of  advice,  than  orders  ;  as  I  do  not 
conceive  myself  authorized  to  involve  the  Continent  in  any 
expense,  for  the  defence  of  Portsmouth  or  other  place,  out 
of  the  hue  of  the  great  American  defence,  particular  (.'o- 
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lonies  being  called   upon  by  ilie  Congress  lo  prepare  for 
their  own  internal  security. 

Given  under  my  hand,  the  day  and  year  above. 

Geokge  Washington. 


JAMKS   SULLIVAN  TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

F,ilnioutli,  Novoniher  7,  1775. 

May  it  please  your  Honours:  I  not  long  ago  took 
leave  to  write  to  your  Honours  on  the  very  alarming  state 
of  this  part  of  the  Colony  ;  and  now  again,  presuming  on 
your  great  candour,  trouble  you  further,  which  I  iiope,  as 
the  piiblick  good  is  my  only  inducement,  however  assuming 
it  may  be,  will  be  pardoned. 

In  my  former  letter  I  mentioned,  that  an  army  raised  to 
delend  us,  at  the  publick  expense,  would  defeat  its  very 
end.  Since  that  time,  being  invited  by  the  peo])le  of  the 
County  of  Cumberland  to  assist  in  fortifying  on  Falmouth 
Neck,  I  find  the  ground  here  to  be  so  advantageous,  that, 
should  the  regular  Army  get  possession  of  it  with  one 
thousand  men,  there  would  be  no  way  to  force  their  lines, 
and  all  the  Province  nC  Maine  must  fall  a  sacrifice,  and  be 
obliged  to  take  arms  against  their  brethren,  as  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Boston  now  are,  or  flee  from  their  habitations  to 
the  Old  Colony,  for  subsistence  and  protection — an  alter- 
native cruel  to  our  brethren,  but  infinitely  more  so  to  us. 
If  the  English  troops  should  get  footing  here,  beef,  wood, 
&ic.,  would  be  supplied  to  their  Army,  wherever  on  the 
Continent  it  may  be  encamped  ;  and  from  here  would  be  a 
full  supply  of  lumber  to  the  H'cst-Indies.  These  things, 
I  apprehend,  are  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  guardians 
of  this  Colony  in  a  special  manner,  as  well  as  of  those  of 
the  Continent. 

The  militia  of  the  County  of  Cumberland  and  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  County  of  York  have  been  for  several  days, 
and  now  are,  cheerfully,  intrenching  and  fortifying,  to  pre- 
vent so  great  a  calamity  ;  but  as  a  fleet  can,  at  any  hour 
of  the  night,  come  into  the  harbour  here,  which  is  undoubt- 
edly, at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  the  best  in  America,  and 
suddenly  land  a  party  on  the  hill  which  forms  one  bank  of 
the  harbour,  and  is  much  better  formed  for  defence  than 
Bunker-Hill,  there  must  be  a  constant  garrison,  in  order  to 
bold  the  possession  of  it.  And  I  apprehend  that  one  thou- 
sand men,  with  a  good  organization  of  the  militia,  will  be 
sufficient  to  keep  possession  of  the  Town,  and  hold  the  key 
of  all  this  territory. 

This,  I  think,  would  be  more  eligible  than  the  keeping 
an  army  of  several  thousand  men  here  next  summer,  to 
watch  the  motions  of  an  army  encamped  within  lines  by  no 
means  to  be  forced.  There  are  a  number  of  fine  cannon 
here,  but  no  powder  worth  consideration  ;  and  I  must  beg 
leave  to  suggest,  for  the  publick  good,  that  the  powder  in 
several  Towns  behind  tlie  Continental  Army  might  be 
ordered  here  immediately.  There  is  no  probability  of  its 
being  needed  there  this  winter;  and  as  several  vessels  are 
now  gone  on  this  errand,  from  this  place,  and  advice  being 
this  day  had,  from  the  West-Indies,  that  powder  is  plenty 
there,  it  may  be  repaid  before  spring. 

The  distress  of  this  unhappy  Town  serves  to  unite  the 
people  in  the  most  vigorous  measures  they  are  capable  of; 
and  many  of  those  who  addressed  Governour  Hutchinson 
are  now  the  most  zealous  in  their  Country's  cause. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Honours  the  ex- 
pediency of  having  the  sea-coast  men  in  this  County,  and 
those  in  JVells,  Arundel,  BidJcford,  and  Pepperellbo- 
rough,  in  the  County  of  York,  ordered  here.  Tliese  will 
make  one  good  Regiment ;  and  as  they  must  go  on  much 
fatigue,  their  wages  may  be  raised  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Army  at  Cambridge,  and  field-officers  may  be  a[)point- 
ed  over  them.  These  can  serve  until  the  last  of  Decem- 
ber, with  such  Regiment  as  inay  be  ordered  here  horn 
Cambridge,  or  raised  by  this  Colony  ;  and  by  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  it  may  be  determined  whether  five  hun- 
dred men,  during  the  residue  of  the  winter,  will  be  suffi- 
cient. There  must  also  be  some  person  appointed  as  Com- 
missary and  Quartermaster. 

In  the  above  suggestions  for  garrisoning  this  place,  I 
have  no  selfish  views;  for  if  the  Ministerial  Army  shoukl 
come  here  to  ravage  and  destroy,  it  would  be  but  little  out 
of  my  way  to  find  an  asylum  on  the  westward  o(  Merri- 
mack River;    but   1   tremble  at   the  consequence   of  not 


holding  this  advantageous  piece  of  ground.  1  would  just 
mention,  that  the  General  OHicer  who  commands  this  gar- 
rison, 1  imagine,  ought  to  command  the  militia  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Maine  also. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  veneration,  your  Honours'  most 

obliged  and  very  bumble  servant,  ,  <-. 

°  ■'  James  Sullivan. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  o(  Massachusetts-Bay. 

May  it  please  your  Honours;  The  distressing  cir- 
cumstances and  dangerous  situation  of  the  County  of  Cum- 
berland, and  the  eastern  part  of  the  County  of  York,  will, 
I  hope,  sufficiently  apologize  for  my  laying  it  before  your 
Honours. 

T!ie  metropolis  of  this  eastern  part  of  the  Colony  is  now 
in  ashes,  and  the  same  fate  seems  pending  over  the  whole 
territory.  An  armed  vessel  now  lies  near  where  Falmouth 
lately  stood,  demanding  free  egress  and  regress  on  the  land, 
and  the  giving  up  all  weapons  of  war,  with  apparent  design 
of  possessing  themselves  of  that  advantageous  post,  where 
they  can  securely  lie,  and  by  degrees  subject  and  destroy 
the  country  round,  and  no  leader  appears,  to  whom  the 
people  pay  the  least  regard. 

An  army  to  defend  us,  at  the  publick  expense,  would,  I 
fear,  defeat  its  very  end  ;  and  no  method  can  be  suggested 
to  save  us,  but  the  organization  of  the  militia,  who,  not- 
withstanding their  recent  and  free  choice  of  officers,  are  not 
under  the  least  control.  Nor  do  I  conceive  it  possible  lo 
have  a  militia  that  may  be  depended  on,  while  they  have 
the  election  of  their  officers  ;  for  such  is  the  state  of  human 
nature,  that  people  will  not  be  obedient  to  power  derived 
immediately  from  themselves  ;  and  as  all  power  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  derived  from  the  people,  it  would  always  be  well  to 
have  a  certain  dcpositum,  where  it  shall  be  lodged  by  the 
people,  and  from  whence  it  may  be  taken  by  their  officers. 
Where  it  should  be  lodged  in  this  Colony  is  obvious;  but 
however  this  may  be,  it  is  a  melancholy  and  incontestable 
fact,  that  there  can  be  no  attack,  to  good  purposes,  made 
on  disciplined  troops,  by  our  militia,  in  their  present  disor- 
dered situation.  To  this  the  battle  of  Lexington  is  a  wit- 
ness. 

I  therefore  humbly  move  to  your  Honours,  that  as  you 
regard  our  lives,  and  wish  not  our  utter  destruction,  you 
would  immediately  commission  our  militia  on  the  old,  if 
there  is  no  new  establishment ;  and  would  also  beg  leave 
to  suggest  the  necessity  and  importance  of  appointing  a 
General  Officer  in  each  (juarter  of  the  Province  ;  for,  un- 
less this  is  done,  there  can  be  no  head,  and  the  forces  will 
be  a  multitude,  and  not  an  army. 

I  am,  with  the  most  profound  veneration,  your  Honours' 

most  humble  and  obedient  servant,       ,  e 

'       James  Sullivan. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  o(  Massachusetts- Bay. 


address  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  buhoh 

OF  FORTROSE. 

Address  of  the  Magistrates,  Town  Council,  and  all  the 
principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Burgh  of  Fortrose,  presented  to 
His  Majesty  by  Colonel  Hector  Munro,  their  Representa- 
tive in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Kicellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Magistrates,  Town  Council, 

and  oil  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Burgh  of  For- 

trose,  lawfully  assembled. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

Animated  with  the  most  sincere  and  lo}'al  affection  to 
your  Majesty's  person  and  family,  with  the  warmest  zeal 
for  the  dignity  of  your  crown  and  the  constitutional  legis- 
lative authority  of  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  filled  with  a  just  sense  of  the  many  blessings  we 
enjoy,  in  common  with  millions  of  our  fellow-subjects,  under 
your  mild  and  auspicious  Government,  we,  your  Majesty's 
loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  the  Magistrates,  Town  Council, 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Burgh  of  Fortrose,  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  approach  the  throne,  and  express  our  indignation 
at,  and  abhorrence  of,  the  measures  adopted  by  our  unhap- 
py and  deluded  fellow-subjects  in  America,  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  law  and  justice,  and  to  every  rational  idea  of  colo- 
nization, especially  in  Colonies  so  long,  so  unweariedly,  and 
so  tenderly  cherished  by  the  Parent  State,  whicfi  with  so 
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liberal  a  lianii  poured  forth  her  blood  and  treasure,  to  rear 
them  up  to  their  present  state  of  power  and  opulence. 

Willi  still  greater  indignation,  if  possible,  we  behold  this 
rebellious  disposition,  which  so  llitall)^  obtains  on  the  other 
side  the  Atkinlick,  fomented  and  cherished  by  a  set  of  men 
in  Great  Britain,  who,  under  the  mask  of  patriotism,  sow 
sedition  and  discord  among  their  fellow-subjects,  that,  by 
involving  every  thing  in  confusion,  they  may  accomplish 
their  private  views,  by  which  they  seem  to  be  actuated. 

We  heartily  wish  our  untoward  brethren,  your  Majes- 
ty's deluded  children,  may  quickly  return  to  their  duty, 
without  further  bloodshed,  and  upon  terms  as  mild  and 
gentle  as  are  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  oiu-  King,  and 
a  just  subordination  and  submission  to  the  supreme  Legis- 
lature of  Great  Britain.  But  if  they  shall  persist  in  their 
unnatural  and  unprovoked  rebellion,  we  hope  your  Majes- 
ty will  direct  such  vigorous,  speedy,  and  ctf'ectual  measures 
to  be  pursued,  as  may  bring  them  to  a  due  sense  of  their 
errour;  in  which  we  are  |)ersuaded  your  Majesty  will  be 
cheerfully  supjiorted  by  all  your  faithful  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  however  a  few  (and  we  trust  they  are 
but  few)  fectious  and  turbulent  spirits  may  have  entered 
into  an  unnatural  confederacy  to  encourage  ingratitude,  stub- 
bornness, and  rebellion,  among  their  fellow -subjects. 

;May  peace,  harmony,  and  due  subordination,  every 
where  jirevail  in  your  Majesty's  extensive  Dominions,  to 
the  last  period  of  a  long  and  happy  reign;  and  under  the 
auspices  of  your  royal  progeny,  copying  the  glorious  pat- 
tern, may  every  constitutional  blessing,  hitherto  inviolated 
by  the  best  of  Kings,  be  j)erpetuated  to  generations  yet 
unborn. 

Signed  in  name  and  aiulinrity  of  the  ^Magistrates,  Town 
Council,  and  all  the  principal  Inliabitaiiis  ol'  the  Burgh  of 

VortrO-iC.  IT  IT  r>  I 

llccToii  .\lL'Nr,o,  rrovost. 


ADDRESS    OF  THE    CORPO!l\TION   OF   Br.WDLEV. 

Address  of  the  Corporation  of  BcwrUci/,  \n  the  County 
of  JVorccsttr,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Charles  Henry 
Lyttdton,  Esq.,  their  Representative  in  ParliauienI,  accom- 
panied by  the  Right  Honouiable  Lord  Lyttdton,  High 
Steward  of  the  Corporation,  and  Charles  Baldu-yn,  Esq., 
the  Recorder. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Eirdlent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  lo^al  subjects,  the 
Corporation  of  Beivdley,  in  the  County  of  I'i'orccster,  in 
Common  Council  assembled,  most  humbly  beg  leave,  at 
this  very  important  crisis,  to  approach  your  Majesty,  with 
hearts  full  of  zeal  for  the  maintenance  of  those  rights  which 
are  inseparably  attached  to  your  Majesty's  imperial  crown, 
and  abhorrence  of  those  unconstitutional  doctrines  and  prac- 
tices which  have  plimged  so  large  a  part  of  your  ^Majesty's 
American  subjects  into  open  rebellion  asainst  the  su]ireme 
legislative  authority  of  your  Majesty,  in  your  High  Court 
of  Parliament.      » 

As  Englishincn,  we  hold  ourselves  bound  to  concur  with 
alacrity  in  sucli  measures  as,  in  the  wisdom  of  your  Ma- 
jesty and  the  Great  Coimcil  of  the  Nation,  shall'  be  found 
necessary  to  assert  and  confirm  the  ancient  unalienable 
power  and  jurisdiction  of  the  thiee  estates  of  this  Realm, 
over  every  part  of  the  British  Dominions,  in  all  cases  what- 
soever ;  and  as  men,  wliose  welfare  is  more  immediately 
dependant  on  trade,  and  who  know  the  importance  of  the 
objects  in  dispute,  wo  earnestly  supplicate  vour  Majesty  to 
persevere  in  such  courses  as  may  most  efiectually  subdue 
that  treasonable  and  ungrateful  spirit  in  the  American  Pro- 
vinces, which  manifestly  tends  to  ihi-ow  off  every  restraint, 
commercial  and  political,  which,  as  Colonies  that  owe  their 
existence  to  the  supiiori  and  protection  of  this  Country, 
law,  reason,  and  justice,  have  subjected  them  to. 

Permit  us.  Sir,  to  conclude  with  our  fervent  pravcrs  to 
Almighty  God,  that  our  deluded  fellow-subjects  may  soon 
return  to  a  just  sense  of  their  duty;  and  tha"t  your  Majes- 
ty may  long  live  and  reign  the  father  of  a  happy  and  un- 
divided people. 

Given  imder  our  common  seal,  ;!t  the  Guildhall  in 
Brudluj,  this  eighth  day  of  A'-, ,•//«/; cr,  H^.-j. 

•James  Pimttinton.  BniUfl'. 
^\  .  A.  RoBEKTS,  To,m  Clerk. 


ADDKESS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  PLYMOUTH. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Justices,  Aldermen, 
Common  Council,  Freemen,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough 
of  Plymouth,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  the  Right  Hon- 
ourable Lord  Barrington  and  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Knight, 
their  Representatives  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Justices, 

Aldermen,  Common  Council,  Freemen,  and  Inhabitants 

of  the  Borough  of  Plymouth. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  jNLajesty's  dutifid  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Mayor,  Recorder,  Justices,  Aldermen,  Common  Council, 
Freemen,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Plymouth,  beg 
leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  steady  attachirient  to 
your  person  and  family,  in  these  times  of  publick  commo- 
tion. We  reflect  with  gratitude  on  the  many  blessings 
di-;pensed  to  us  by  your  Majesty's  goodness,  and  observe 
with  the  deepest  concern  the  calamitous  efl'ects  of  that 
spirit  of  discontent  which  prevails  among  your  subjects  in 
America,  and  is  increased  to  such  a  degree  as  to  produce 
all  the  evils  of  a  civil  war  in  that  quarter  of  your  Domin- 
ions. Arduous  questions  of  Government,  of  which  we  are 
incompetent  to  judge,  we  do  not  affect  to  decide;  we  leave 
them  to  }our  Majesty,  assisted  by  the  Great  Council  of 
the  Nation,  in  confidence  that  the  powers  vested  in  you  by 
the  laws  of  your  Kingdom  will  ever  be  directed  towards 
the  attainment  of  the  great  end  of  their  institution — the 
good  of  your  people.  And  we  persuade  ourselves  that, 
under  the  influence  of  measures  concerted  with  wisdom  and 
executed  with  firmness  and  moderation,  the  Colonists  will 
be  brought  to  a  just  sense  of  their  duty,  that  good  order 
will  be  re-established  among  them,  and  that  peace  and 
harmony  will  take  place  throughout  the  British  Empire. 

Permit  us  further  to  assure  you.  Sir,  that  we  contemplate 
with  abhorrence  every  proposition  that  is  inconsistent  with 
the  idea  of  your  Majesty's  perfect  security  on  the  throne 
of  these  Kingdoms,  because  we  look  up  to  your  ftlajesty 
as  the  faithful  guardian  of  those  liberties  which  were  re- 
covered by  the  Revolution,  have  been  protected  by  your 
illustrious  family,  and  which,  we  trust,  will  be  preserved 
entile  tn  us  and  our  descendants. 


EAltL   OF   DARTMOUTH    TO   .MA JOU-GENERAL   HOWE. 

Wliitehall,  November  8,  1775. 

Sir:  Since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  22d  of  October, 
triplicate  of  which  I  enclose,  the  plan,  the  object,  and  the 
jirob.ible  elFect  of  the  intended  expedition  to  the  Southern 
Provinces,  have  been  maturely  considered,  and  the  King 
has  thoUi;ht  fit  that  the  force  should  be  augmented  by  an 
addition  of  the  Twenty-Eighth  and  Forty-Sixth  Regi- 
ments;  so  that  the  whole  will  consist  of  seven  Regiments. 

It  has  been  found,  upon  examination,  that  Ccqie  Fear 
River  will  not  atimii  ships  of  a  large  draught  of  water,  on 
account  of  its  bar ;  so  lar^'e  a  body  of  troops,  therefore, 
cannot  receive  from  the  fleet  that  is  to  accompany  them 
that  protection  and  assistance  which  is  neces.sary  in  their 
disembarkation,  and  consequently  theie  is  much  doubt 
whether  the  object  of  sending  a  force  there  can  be  accom- 
plished. 

As  my  letter  to  you,  however,  directs  that  the  General 
Oflicer  who  is  to  have  the  command  should  repair  to  Cape 
Fear,  the  Regiments  from  hence  will  be  directed  to  pro- 
ceed thither,  and  the  Commander-in-Chief  will  be  instruct- 
ed to  confer  with  Governoiir  Martin,  and  consider  wdiether 
it  will  be  practicable  to  effect  any  essential  service  in 
North- Carolina,  with  such  a  part  of  the  Army  as  can  be 
conveniently  landed. 

Sliould  that  be  the  case,  he  will  proceed  with  the  rest 
of  the  troops,  or  otherwise  with  the  whole  of  them,  to 
South-Carolina,  and  after  advising  with  the  Governour 
upon  the  liest  means  of  executing  the  service  he  is  sent 
upon,  according  to  the  instructions  he  will  receive  from 
me,  he  will  either  land  the  troops  at  Charlestown,  or  |)ro- 
cced  to  Port- Royal  harbour. 

The  enclo^eil  copies  of  mv  letters  of  vps!prda\'>  date,  to 
Gincrmnn  Martin  and  Lord  HHliam'Camp'j>'tl.  will  not 
only  point  out  to  you  the  orders  I  have  jziveu  to  iliem  re- 
specting  this  ex|iedition,  but  will  also  explain  to  you  our 
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ideas  of  the  possible  advantage  that  is  to  be  expected  from 
it.  I  say  of  the  possible  advantage,  because  the  eftect  of 
it  is  veiy  precarious. 

If,  however,  it  should  succeed,  according  to  the  assu- 
rances that  have  been  given  us,  in  encouraging  the  friends 
of  Government  to  stand  forth  in  the  defence  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  in  enabling  them  to  wrest  the  sword  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Rebels,  it  will  be  a  great  point  gained. 
But  even  if  it  should  fail  of  that  consequence,  it  can  have 
no  eftecl  to  \veaken  the  operation  to  the  northward,  as  there 
are  many  situations  in  the  Southern  Provinces  where  the 
Army  may  be  posted  with  great  security,  and  with  every 
advantage  of  a  healthy  climate,  until  the  season  anives  for 
their  joining  the  body  of  forces  under  your  command — a 
junction  that  will  be  made  with  greater  advantage,  and  at 
a  much  earlier  period  than  it  couUI  be  from  England. 

I  am,  &;c.,  Uaktmouth. 


GENERAL    GATES  TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF  MASS  AC  HUSETTj. 

H;ad.Quarters,  November  8,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  I  send  you,  by  order  of  his  Excellency 
the  Commander-in-Chief  Lemuel  Cox,  late  o(  Boston,  a 
supposed  spy  from  the  IMinisterial  Army.  I  send,  also, 
such  evidence  as  can  be  inuiiediately  produced  against 
him;  others  there  are,  at  some  distance  in  the  country — 
I  think  at  Marlborough — but  Captain  Forstcr  will  inform 
you.  AVnuit  you  think  proper  to  do  with  the  prisoner 
should  be  done  as  soon  as  convenient.  There  is  no  doubt 
of  his  having  been  in  and  out  nf  Boston  twice,  if  not  thrice, 
since  the  battle  on  Bunker's  Hill.  His  distant  removal 
from  the  camp  will  at  least  be  absolutely  necessary. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  hLunble  servant, 
Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 
To  the  Hon.  James  Otis,  Esii. 


HANOVER  COUNTY   (vIRGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  appointed  and  held  (dv  Hanover  County, 
at  the  Court-House,  on  ICcdncsdai/,  the  eighth  day  of  Aa- 
vembcr,  1775 : 

This  Committee  being  apprehensive  that  the  enemies  of 
America  may  be  supplied  v\ith  Provisions,  by  transporting 
the  same  by  water:  therefore  it  is  hereby  directed  and 
ordered,  that  no  person  within  their  jurisdiction  be  allowed 
to  carry  any  Grain,  or  other  Provision,  from  landing  to 
landing,  without  a  perjiiit  from  John  Syme,  Jl'illiam  John- 
son, Benjamin  Anderson,  Jlilliam  Anderson,  (son  of  Ae/- 
son,)  and  Barttclot  Anderson,  Gentlemen,  or  any  tw'o  of 
them  :  and  that  the  persons  praying  such  permit  do  give 
bond  and  security,  payable  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
for  the  time  being,  or  their  successors,  in  such  sum  as  shall 
be  adjudged  necessary  by  the  above  gentlemen,  to  comply 
with  such  orders  as  they  shall  direct. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  transmitted  to  the  printers,  to 

be  published.  ,,,    „  „,    , 

'  \V.  B!:ntley,  Clerk. 

general  Washington;  to  riciiard  henry  lee. 

Cunhndg.-,  Novcnih-rS,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  mean  but  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  obliging  favour  of  the  2-2d  ultimo:  for,  as  I  expect 
this  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  in  Fhiladelphia,  to  recite 
the  contents  of  iny  letter  to  the  Congress  would  be  little 
more  than  idle  repetition.  I  shouM  be  very  glad  if  the 
Congress  would,  without  delay,  ap|ioint  some  mode  by 
which  an  examination  into  the  captures  made  by  our  arm- 
ed vessels  may  be  had,  as  we  are  rather  gioping  in  the 
dark  till  this  happens. 

I  sincerely  condole  with  you  on  the  loss  of  our  good  old 

Speaker;  and,  with  respectful  compliments  to  the  good 

family  you  are  in,  your  brother,  k.c.,  I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

your  most  aflectlonate  humble  servant, 

rp     ji-  7       1  TT  T  George  ^VASI1INGT0N. 

lo  liichard  Henry  Lee. 

P.  S.  Tell  Doctor  B.  Shippcn  that  I  was  in  hopes 
that  his  business  would  have  [)ermitted  him  to  come  here 
Director  of  the  Hos]iital.  Advices  from  England  would 
be  very  agreeable  ;  we  have  none  here.  G.  W. 

MAJOR   BROWN   TO   GENERAL    MONTGOMKIIV. 

Son!.  Nmv  nil.T  -'    1775. 

Sir:  This  minute  received  your  letter  of  yesterday, 
via  Colonel  IVarncr  and  Captain  Grant.  The  row-galley 
has  not,  as  yet,  arrived  ;  should  she  arrive  timely,  we  will 
attack  Mr.  Carleton  in  his  retreat,  you  may  be  sure.  This 
morning  opened  our  battery  on  the  shipping;  gave  them 
at  least  twelve  rounds.  The  snow  was  within  two  lumdred 
yards  of  the  battery,  at  the  commencement  of  the  fire;  we 
plumped  her  through  in  many  places,  before  she  could  tow 
off;  she  slipped  her  cable,  and  has  made  the  best  of  her 
way  down  the  river,  out  of  sight.  The  Negroes  on  board 
cried  out,  "  O  Lord  !  O  Lord  !"  &ic.  She  fired  briskly 
on  us,  or  rather  on  the  Town,  until  she  got  oft'.  We  are 
entirely  at  leisure  ;  having  swept  land  and  sea.  We  wrote 
particularly  to  the  General  yesterday,  &.c. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

John  Brown,  Mjor,  per  order. 
To  General  Montgomery. 


JAMP.S   OTIS   TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

fuimcil  Cliamb-r,  Xov>,nibe.-  S,  1775. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  request,  signified  to  the  Board 
by  your  i'Xcellency's  .\id-de-Camp,  iMr.  Harrison,  we 
have  caused  Mr.  Smithu-ick  to  he  apprehended,  and  here- 
with send  him  to  wait  your  Excellency's  order,  under  cus- 
tody of  the  Sergeant's  guard  who  brought  Mr.  Cor  here 
this  morning. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Council  : 

James  Oti,,  Fresid:.nr. 
To  His  Excellencv  General  Ha.hino-ton. 


GENERAL    WASlIiNGTUN   TO   THE     PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Sir:  The  immediate  occasion  of  my  giving  the  Con- 
gress the  trouble  of  a  letter  at  this  lime,  is  to  inform  them 
that  in  conseriuence  of  their  order,  signified  in  your  letter 
of  the  20tli  ult.,  I  laid  myself  under  a  solemn  tie  of  secrecy 
to  Captain  Macpherson,  and  proceeded  to  examine  his  plan, 
for  the  destruction  of  the  fleet  in  the  harbour  of  Boston, 
with  all  that  care  and  attention  which  the  importance  of  it 
deserved,  and  my  judgment  could  lead  to  ;  but  not  being 
happy  enough  to  coincide  in  opinion  with  that  gentleman, 
and  finding  that  his  scheme  would  in\'olve  greater  expense 
than  (under  my  doubts  of  its  success)  I  thought  myself 
justifieil  in  giving  in  to,  J  prevailed  upon  him  to  communi- 
cate his  |jlan  to  three  gentlemen  of  the  Artillery,  in  thi^ 
Army,  well  acqu;iinled  in  the  knowledge  and  practice  o! 
gunnery.  By  then]  he  has  been  coininced,  that  inasmuch 
as  he  set  out  upon  wrong  principles,  the  scheme  would 
prove  abortive.  L'^nwilling,  however,  to  relinquish  his  fa- 
vorite project  of  reducing  the  naval  force  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, he  is  very  desirous  of  building  a  mmtber  of  row-galley? 
for  this  purpose;  but  as  the  Congress  alone  are  compe- 
tent to  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  I  have  advised  him 
(although  he  oftered  to  go  on  with  the  building-  of  thciu, 
at  his  own  expense,  till  the  Congress  shouUfdecide)  to 
repair  immediately  to  Philadelphia  with  his  proposals, 
where,  if  they  should  be  agreed  to,  or  vessels  of  superior 
force  (agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  most  others)  should  be 
resolved  on,  he  may  set  instantly  about  them,  with  all  t:,e 
materials  upon  the  spot.  Here  lhe_\'  are  to  collect.  To 
him,  therefore,  I  refer  for  further  information  on  thi^  liead. 

A  vessel,  said  to  be  from  Phila-Jelphia,  and  bound  to 
Boston,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  pipes  of  wine,  (one 
lumdred  and  eighteen  of  which  are  secured,)  stranded  at  a 
l)lace  called  Enf-tham,  in  a  gale  of  wind  on  the  -Id  instant: 
another,  from  Boston  to  Halijar,  with  dry  goods,  &:c.. 
amounting,  per  invoice,  to  about  two  hundred  and  forty 
Pounds,  lawful  money,  got  disabled  in  tlie  same  gale,  nea'r 
Beverly.  These  cargoes,  with  the  papers,  I  have  ordered 
to  this  place;  the  vessels  to  be  taken  care  of  till  further 
orders.  1  have  also  an  account  of  ilie  taking  of  a  wood 
sloop,  bound  to  Boston,  and  carried  into  Portsmouth,  bv 
one  of  our  armed  vessels;  particulais  not  yet  come  to-hand. 
And  this  instant,  of  two  others,  from  Xova-Scotia  \oBoston. 
with  hay,  wood,  live  stock,  &,c.,  by  another  of  our  armed 
schooners;  these  are  in  Pl'jnionth.  These  accidents  and 
captures  point  out  the  necessity  of  establishing  proper 
courts,  without  lo^-s  of  time,  for  the  decision  of  propenv 
anrl  t!ie  legality  of  'seizure-:  Gther\yi3e  I  may  be  inv...!; iv 
in  inextricable  difficulties. 
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Our  prisoners,  by  the  reduction  of  Foit  Chambly,  (on 
which  happy  event  I  most  sincerely  congratulate  the  Con- 
oress,)  bein^r  considerably  augmented,  and  likely  to  be  in- 
creased, 1  submit  it  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  uhether 
some  convenient  inland  Towns,  remote  from  the  post  roads, 
ouoht  not  to  be  assigned  them,  the  manner  of  their  treat- 
nielit,  subsistence,  &ic.,  defined,  and  a  commissary  or  agent 
appointed  to  see  that  justice  is  done  both  to  them  and  the 
publick,  proper  accounts  rendered,  &,c.  Without  a  mode 
of  this  sort  is  adopted,  1  fear  there  will  be  sad  confusion 
hereafter,  as  there  are  great  complaints  at  present. 

I  reckoned  without  my  host  when  I  informed  the  Con- 
gress, in  my  last,  that  1  should,  in  a  day  or  two,  be  able 
to  acquaint  them  of  the  disposition  of  the  soldiery  towards 
a  new  enlistment.  I  have  been  in  consultation  with  the 
Generals  of  this  Army  ever  since  Thursduy  last,  endea- 
vouring to  establish  new  corps  of  officers,  but  find  so  many 
doubts  and  dilhculties  to  reconcile,  I  cannot  say  when  they 
are  to  end  or  what  may  be  the  consequences,  as  there  aj)- 
pears  to  be  such  an  unwillingness  in  the  officers  of  one 
Government  mixing  in  the  same  Regiment  with  those  of 
another;  and,  without  it,  many  must  be  dismissed,  who 
are  willing  to  serve,  notwithstanding  we  are  deficient  on 
the  whole.  I  am  to  have  another  meeting  to-day,  upon  this 
business,  and  shall  inform  you  of  the  result. 

The  Council  of  Oflicers  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
ihe  command  of  the  Artillery  should  no  longer  continue  in 
Colonel  Gridhy ;  and  knowing  of  no  person  belter  quali- 
fied to  supply  his  place,  or  whose  appointment  will  give 
more  general  satisfaclion,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  re- 
commending Htnry  Knox,  Esq.,  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Congress,  thinking  it  indispensably  necessary,  at  the  same 
time^that  this  Regiment  should  consist  of  two  Lieutenant- 
Colonels,  two  Majors,  and  twelve  Companies,  agreeable  to 
the  plan  and  estimate  handed  in,  which,  differing  from  the 
last  establishment,  1  should  be  glad  to  be  instructed  on. 

The  Commissary-General,  not  being  returned,  will  apolo- 
gize, 1  hope,  for  my  silence  res|)ecting  a  requisition  of  the 
expense  of  his  Clerks,  &ic.,  which  I  was  to  have  obtained, 
logether  with  others,  and  forward. 

1  have  heard  nothing  of  Colonel  Arnold  since  the  I3lh 
ult.  His  letter  of  and  journal  to  that  dale  will  convey 
ail  the  information  1  am  able  lo  give  of  him.  I  think  he 
must  be  in  (^ucbeck.  If  any  mischance  had  happened  lo 
him,  he  would,  as  directed,  have  forwarded  an  express. 

No  account  yet  of  the  armed  vessels  sent  loSl.  Laiv- 
rencc.  I  think  they  will  meet  with  the  stores  inward  or 
outward  bound. 

Captain  Symons,  in  the  Cerberus,  lately  sent  from  Bos- 
Ion  to  Falmouth,  has  published  the  enclosed  declaration 
at  that  place,  and  it  is  suspected  intends  to  make  some 
kind  of  a  lodgement  there.  I  wrote  immediately  to  Col- 
onel I'hinncy,  of  this  Army,  who  went  up  there,  upon  the 
last  alarm,  to  spirit  up  the  |ieople,  and  opjiose  it  at  all 
events.  Falmouth  is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles 
from  this  camp. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Geohgk  Washington. 

P.  S.  I  send  a  general  return  of  the  Troops,  and  mani- 
fests of  the  cargoes  and  vessels  taken  at  Plymouth. 


Sir:  We  have  received  your  polite  favour  of  the  -24111 
ultimo.  It  gives  us  inexpressible  concern  to  find  that  it 
is  out  of  your  power  to  afford  us  any  aid  ;  and  we  are  the 
more  concerned,  on  the  arrival  yesterday  of  the  Ship  Cer- 
berus, with  a  number  of  men,  said  to  be  about  four  hun- 
dred. Those,  we  expect,  will  in  a  few  hours  land  and 
take  possession  of  the  Town.  How  soon  they  will  pene- 
trate in  the  country,  God  only  knows  ;  for  what  can  a  peo- 
ple do  without  arms  and  ammunition  to  defend  ihemselves. 
The  poor  distressed  people,  drove  from  their  habitations 
by  the  late  cruel  deslruclion  of  the  Town,  can  scarcely 
find  sufiicient  places  for  their  accommodalion  ;  and  the 
country  is  so  engaged  in  procuring  provisions  for  them,  that 
we  find  it  difficult  to  raise  the  militia  for  our  present  de- 
fence. But  we  have  only  two  half  barrels  of  powder  in 
stock,  and  we  almost  fear  to  make  an  opposition. 

We  think  it  our  duty  to  repiesent  our  situation  to  you. 


not  doubting  that  if  you  can  think  of  any  measures  to  re- 
lieve us,  consistent  with  the  general  interest,  you  will 
do  it. 

We  are  in  great  want  of  some  person,  of  a  martial  spirit, 
to  conduct  the  few  Tories  we  already  have. 

We  are,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant,  ^^^^^  ^j^^^^^ 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Falmouth. 
P.  S.  Enclosed  is  a  manifesto  sent  on  shore  by  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Cerberus,  who  verbally  demanded  of  two  or 
three  gentlemen,  who  went  on  board  yesterday,  twenty 
sheep,  and  to  come  on  shore  for  wood  and  water  unmo- 
lested.     Also  is  enclosed  Captain  Mowat's  letter. 

Falmouth,  November  1,  IT?:,. 

Captain  .lohn  .SV'«oh5,  commander  of  His  Majesty's  Ship 
Cerberus,  hereby  causeth  it  to  be  signified  and  made  known, 
to  all  persons  whatever  in  the  Town  of  Falmouth,  as  well 
as  the  country  adjacent,  that  if,  after  this  publick  notice, 
any  violences  shall  be  offered  to  any  of  the  oflicers  of  the 
Crown,  or  other  peaceably  disposed  subjects  of  His  Ma- 
jesty; or  if  any  botlies  of  men  shall  be  raised  and  armed 
in  the  said  Town  and  country  adjacent,  or  any  military 
works  erected,  otherwise  than  by  order  of  His  INIajesty,  or 
those  acting  under  his  authority;  or  if  any  attempts  shall  be 
made  to  seize  or  destroy  any  publick  magazines  of  arms,  am- 
munition, or  other  stores,  it  will  be  indispensably  my  duty 
to  proceed  with  the  most  vigorous  efforts  against  the  said 
Town,  as  in  open  rebellion  against  the  King.  And  if,  after 
this  signification,  the  Town  shall  persist  in  the  rebellious 
acts  abovementioned,  they  may  depend  on  my  proceeding 
accordingly. 

And  I  do  hereby  also  make  known,  that  if  any  officers 
of  the  Colonies,  belonging  to  the  Crown,  or  any  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects  whatever,  who  may  be  compelled,  by 
the  violences  of  the  people,  to  seek  an  asylum,  that  they 
may  repair  on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship  Cerberus,  where 
they  will  receive  every  protection  in  my  power. 

John  Symons. 
God  save  the  Kinsr. 


General  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies, 
commanded  by  His  Erccllency  George  Washington, 
Esr/.,  General  and  Commander-in-Chief 
The  number  of  Regiments,  39;  4  Companies  of  Rifle- 
men from  T'irginia  and  Maryland ;  2  Companies  in  Col. 
Hinman's  Regiment ;  and  4  independent  Companies. 

Total  of  Commissioned  Officers  present:  28  Colonels, 
32  Lieutenant-Colonels,  30  Majors,  290  Captains,  558 
Lieutenants,  65  Ensigns. 

Total  of  Stafl"  Oflicers  present:  21  Chaplains,  35  Ad- 
jutants, 35  Quartermasters,  31  Surgeons,  and  36  Males. 

Total  of  Non-Commissioned  Officers  present:  1,238 
Sergeants,  690  Drums  and  Fifes. 

Rank  and  File  present:  Fit  for  duty,  13,358;  sick  pre- 
sent, 1,378;  sick  absent,  784;  on  furlough,  875;  on  com- 
mand, 3,009.     Toial  of  Rank  and  File,  19,404. 

Wanting  to  complete:  12  Sergeants,  47  Drums  and 
Fifes,  1,686  Privates. 

Since  last  Return:  2  enlisted,  10  dead,  101  discharged, 
and  39  deserted. 

Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant- Gene  rat. 

Heud-tjiiiirters,  Ciniliriilije,  November  6.  177.'). 


OUIIKRS   BY   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

lle;i(l.tjiiaiters,  Cambridge,  November  1,  177.'.. 

(riin.k',  lh'icl,r.<ter.  CCouiiterMt'n,  Lptovt.j 

The  General  recommends  it  to  those  officers  who  have 
signified  their  intenlion  to  continue  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Colonies  another  campaign,  not  lo  run  themselves 
to  any  expense  in  procuring  Coats  and  Waistcoats,  until 
they  are  arranged  into  proper  Corps,  and  the  Uniforms  of 
the  Regiment  they  belong  to  ascertained;  which  will  pro- 
bably l7e  in  a  few  days. 

lli-;iil-Qiiartcrs.  Cambridge,  November  3.  1T7.'>. 

■Pe-,.1.-    /fun';  iL'('>n,  '  fCouiittTsipi, //»«£'/< A. 

fiilliam    Hriani,    Alexander    Ingham,    Francis    lf„o- 
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bourn,  and  Josijih  Rockwood,  tried  at  a  late  General 
Court-Martial,  for  "stealing  Ruin  out  of  the  Commissary- 
General's  stores."  The  Court  are  of  o|)inion,  that  the 
prisoners  Briant,  Ingham,  and  IVoobourn,  are  not  guilty; 
but  that  the  prisoner  HockicoocI  alone  is  guilty  of  the  crime 
laid  to  his  charge,  and  do  therefore  sentence  him  to  receive 
ten  lashes,  upon  his  bare  back,  at  the  iiead  of  the  Regi- 
ment to  which  he  belongs.  The  General  ajiproves  tiie 
sentence,  and  orders  it  to  be  executeil  as  soon  as  the 
weather  will  permit. 

IIcad-Quartcrs,  C'anibii.lfjc,  Novoinhor  5,  1775. 
(Purok',  Mdntgonicrtj.)  (Coiinti-isigii,  Cfunnfjli/.J 

Samuel  Huntington  and  Jo/in  Englis,  soldiers  in  tiie 
Thirty-Fourth  Regiment  of  Foot,  tried  at  a  late  General 
Court-Martial,  for  "mutiny."  Tlie  Court,  upon  mature 
consideration,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  evidence  against  the 
prisoners  is  not  sufficient  to  convict  tiiem  of  mutiny,  but  that 
they  are  each  of  them  guilty  of  assisting  and  encouraging 
mutiny;  therefore  adjudge  that  eacii  of  them  pay  a  fine  of 
fifteen  Shillings,  and  suffer  each  of  them  fifteen  days  fatigue. 
The  General  approves  the  sentence,  and  orders  it  to  be 
put  in  execution. 

As  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  been  apprized  of  a  de- 
sign formed  for  the  observance  of  that  ridiculous  and  child- 
ish custom  of  burning  the  effigy  of  the  Pope,  he  cannot 
help  ex|iressing  his  suiprise  that  there  should  be  officers 
and  soldiers  in  this  Army  so  void  of  common  sense  as  not 
to  see  tlie  impropriety  of  such  a  step  at  this  juncture,  at  a 
lime  when  we  are  soliciting,  and  have  already  obtained  the 
friendshi])  and  alliance  of  the  peo|ile  of  Canada,  whom 
we  ought  to  consider  as  brethren  embarked  in  the  same 
cause — the  defence  of  the  general  liberty  o(  America.  At 
such  a  juncture,  and  in  such  circumstances,  to  be  insulting 
their  religion  is  so  monstrous  as  not  to  be  suffered  or  ex- 
cused ;  indeed,  instead  of  offering  the  most  remote  insult, 
it  is  our  duty  to  address  publick  thanks  to  these  our  breth- 
ren, as  to  them  we  are  so  much  indebted  for  every  late 
hap|)y  success  over  the  common  enemy  in  Canada. 

Head-Quarters,  Cuiibridge,  N.jvcnd.or  (i,  1775. 
(Parole,  .Srnoltl.J  (fi.umersigii,  Oiiclieck.) 

Robert  Hanso7i  Harrison,  Esq.,  is  appointed  Aid-de- 
Camp  to  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief;  and  all 
orders,  whether  written  or  verbal,  coming  from  the  Gene- 
ral through  Mr.  Harrison,  are  to  be  punctually  obeyed. 

Although  the  men  confined  by  Lieutenant-Colonel /i<?«/, 
of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Regiment,  were  released,  upon  appli- 
cation to  Head-Quarters,  the  General,  so  far  from  being 
displeased  with  Colonel  Reed,  for  his  endeavours  to  pre- 
vent an  infringement  of  the  General  Orders,  that  he  thanks 
the  Colonel — as  he  shall  every  officer  who  pays  strict  obe- 
dience to  orders;  as,  without  so  doing,  it  is  in  vain  to  think 
of  preserving  order  and  discipline  in  an  Army.  The  dis- 
agreeableness  of  the  weather,  scarcity  of  wood,  &ic.,  in- 
clined the  General  to  overlook  the  offence  committed  at 
that  time;  but  he  hopes  and  expects  the  oflicers  and  sol- 
diers will,  for  the  future,  carefully  avoid  wantonly  cutting 
the  trees  and  committing  waste  upon  the  property  of  those 
already  but  too  much  distressed  by  the  depredations  of  the 
Army. 

GENEIIAL   WASHINCiTON   TO   COLONEL   JOSKPIl    REED. 

Canibridm-,  Noveiiil.pr  H,  1775. 

Deah  Sir:  The  shipwreck  of  a  vessel,  said  to  be  from 
Philadelphia  to  Boston,  near  Plymouth,  \\\{U  one  hunilied 
and  twenty  pipes  of  wine,  of  which  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  are  saved  ;  of  another,  from  Boston  to  Halifax, 
near  Beverly,  with  about  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds 
wortli  of  dry  goods  ;  the  taking  of  a  wood  vessel  bound 
to  Boston,  by  Captain  Adams ;  and  the  sudden  departure 
of  Mr.  Randolph,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  his  uncle, 
are  all  the  occurrences  v/ortli  noticing,  which  have  hap- 
pened since  your  departure.  I  have  ordered  the  wine  and 
goods  to  this  place  for  sale,  as  also  the  papers.  The  lat- 
ter may  unfold  secrets  that  may  not  be  pleasing  to  some 
of  your  townsmen,  and  which,  so  soon  as  known,  will  be 
communicated.  I  have  convinced  Captain  Macpherson, 
as  he  says,  of  the  propriety  of  returning  to  the  Congress. 
He  sets  out  this  day,  and   I  am   happy  in  bis  having  an 


opportunity  of  laying  before  them  a  scheme  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  naval  force  of  Great  Britain.  A  letter  and 
journal  of  Colonel  Arnold's,  to  the  13th  ultimo,  are  come 
to  hand,  a  copy  of  which  1  enclose  to  the  Congress,  and 
by  application  to  Mr.  7'/iomso7i  you  can  see  it.  I  think  he 
is  in  (^uebeck.  If  I  hear  nothing  more  of  hiin  in  five 
days,  1  shall  be  sure  of  it. 

I  had  like  to  have  forgotten  what  sits  heaviest  upon  my 
mind,  the  new  arrangement  of  officers.  Although  we  have 
now  enough  to  constitute  the  new  corps,  it  has  employed 
the  General  Officers  and  myself  ever  since  Thursday  last, 
and  we  are  nearly  as  we  began.  Connecticut  wants  no 
Massachusetts  man  in  her  corps;  Massachusetts  thinks 
there  is  no  necessity  for  a  Rhode-Islander  to  be  introduced 
into  hers  ;  and  i\ew- Hampshire  says,  it  is  very  hard  that 
her  valuable  and  experienced  oflicers,  who  are  willing  to 
serve,  should  be  discarded,  because  her  own  Regiments, 
under  the  new  eslahlishment,  cannot  provide  for  them. 
In  short,  after  a  few  days'  labour,  I  expect  that  numbers 
of  officers,  who  have  given  in  their  names  to  serve,  must 
be  discarded  from  the  Massachusetts  corps,  where  the  Re- 
giments have  been  numerous,  and  the  number  in  them 
small,  and  that  of  Connecticut  will  be  completed  with  a 
fresh  recruit  of  oflicers  from  her  own  Government.  This 
will  be  departing  not  only  from  principles  of  common 
justice,  but  from  the  letter  of  the  resolve  agreed  on  at 
this  place;  but,  at  present,  I  see  no  help  for  it.  We  are 
to  have  another  meeting  upon  the  matter  this  day,  when 
something  must  be  hit  upon,  as  time  is  slipping  off.  My 
compliments  to  Mrs.  Reed,  and  to  all  inquiring  friends. 

I  am,  with  sincerity  and  truth,  dear  Sir,  your  affection- 


ate humble 


George  Was  hi 


To  Colonel  Joseph  Reed,  PhiUulelphi 


STEPHEN    MOYLAN  TO   WILLIAM    WATSON. 

Cambridge,  NuveinKr  H,  1775. 

Sir:  I  wrote  you  the  6lli  inst.,  to  which  you  will  please 
to  be  referred.  Your  favour  of  the  same  date  to  his  Ex- 
cellency is  come  to  hand.  It  is  liis  pleasure  that  you  sell 
the  different  articles  found  on  board  the  two  prizes,  and 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  sales  to  Head-Quarters  when  finished. 
The  schooner  and  the  sloop  must  be  carefully  laid  up  until 
further  orders.  I  hope  we  shall  soon  hear  of  Captain 
Manhfs  being  successful,  and  that  Captain  Coit  is  again 
at  sea,  to  pursue  his  good  fortune,  which  I  sincerely  wish 
him  a  continuance  of.  The  men,  ammunition,  &ic.,  for 
the  Washington  will  set  out  this  day.  I  recommend  all 
possible  despatch  to  Captain  Martindale ;  and  assure  )ou  I 
am,  Sir,  yours,  he,  c.    .. 

''■'''  S.    MOVLAN. 

To  ff'illiam  Watson,  Esq.,  Plymouth. 

STEPHEN    MOYLAN  TO  JOHN   BROWN. 

Cambridge,  November  8,  1775. 

Sir:  1  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency  Gen- 
eral ^Frts/a'w^rort  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favour 
of  the  3d  instant.  As  the  powtler  you  mention  to  have 
imported  is  disposed  of,  I  have  nothing  to  say  thereon. 
Colonel  Gridley  has  orders  from  the  General  lo  procure 
what  cannon  will  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  camp. 
which  I  dare  say  is  all  engaged.  Should  more  be  here- 
after required,  provided  the  owners  of  the  Hope  furnace 
can  make  them  as  good  and  on  as  reasonable  terms  a? 
they  can  be  elsewhere  procured,  his  Excellency  will  give 
you  notice  thereof. 

I  am,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant. 
S.   MovLAN,  Secretary  p.  t. 
To  John  Brown,  Esii.,  Providence. 


STEPHEN    MOYLAN    TO   CAPTAIN    E.   BOWENjJUN. 

C.uribridgf,  Novenibtr  8,  1775. 

Sir:  His  Excellency  wrote  you  a  few  lines  yesterday, 
informing  you  he  could  not  send  the  sheathing  nails.  He 
has  ordered  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favour 
of  the  (jth  instant,  giving  an  account  of  two  prizes  being 
carried  into  your  harbour  by  Captain  Coit.  Instructions 
relative  to  them  are  sent  to  the  agent,  jyHliam  Watson. 
Esq.      1   hope  C':i plain  Coit  will  not  be  detained  long  i'v 
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I  lie  badness  of  his  masts.  The  time  is  very  short  for  ex- 
pectin?  more  prizes,  tlie  season  beini;  so  far  advanced. 
This  is  one  reason  for  his  Excellency's  determination  not 
to  fit  out  more  cruisers  for  the  present. 

Captain  Mnrtindale's  men,  &.C.,  will,  I  hope,  set  out  this 
('av.  It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  how  anxious  his  Excel- 
lency is  to  hear  of  his  being  at  sea. 

I  am,  Sir,  }'our  most  humble  servant, 

S.  MovLAN,  Sccrclanj  p.  t. 
Ti)  Captain  E.  Bou-cn,  Jun.,  Flyiuou/h. 

Ull,LIA.M   BAIITLKTT  TO   GDNF.llAL  WASHINGTON. 

Beverly,  Norei.iberS,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informinij  your  Excellen- 
cv,  that  this  morning.  Sergeant  Doak,  belonging  to  Cap- 
tain Sclman,  brouglit  in  here  a  sloop  and  her  cargo,  con- 
sisting of  three  hundred  and  seventy  quintals  of  dry  fish, 
seventy  barrels  of  mackerel,  three  barrels  ol  train  oil,  one 
barrel  of  salmon,  by  the  best  accounts  I  can  collect  from 
ilie  people  on  board.  1  can  find  nothing  to  ascertain  the 
i-argo  she  has  by  any  papers  delivered  me,  the  whole  of 
which  I  send  to  your  Excellency.  Sergeant  Donk,  who 
will  deliver  this,  can  better  inform  your  Excellency  than  I 
possibly  can. 

1  shall  wait  your  Excellency's  further  orders  with  regard 
fo  her;  and  am  )our  Excellency's  most  obediijnt  humble 

"-''■'■''''''  William  BAia-i.KTT. 

To  (ieneral  JVashlmrinn. 


AOnHESS   OF  Till-;   OLNTLF.MKN,    F.TC,     of    THE     COUNTY    OF 
STIRLING. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Cler- 
gy, and  Freeholders  of  the  County  oi'  Slirliitff,  presented 
lo  His  Majesty  by  the  Right  Honoui-able  Sir  Lawrence 
Dunclas,  Baronet. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eicellenl  Majesty. 
The  humble   Address   of  the  Gentlemen,  Justices  of  the 

Peace,   Clergi/,   and   Freeholders,    of   the    County   of 

Stirling. 

^Ve,  your  ^lajesty's  faithful  subjects,  the  Gentlemen, 
.Justices  of  the  Peace,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the 
(bounty  aforesaid,  impressed  with  the  deepest  sense  of  the 
happiness  we  enjoy  under  the  reign  of  a  Prince  so  mild 
and  beneficent,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  tin-one,  with 
assurances  of  our  warmest  gratitude  and  most  faithful  alle- 
giance. 

We  have  seen,  with  equal  concern  and  surpii«e,  many 
of  your  Majesty's  Colonies,  who  derive  their  origin  from 
Britain,  and  owe  their  |)roteclion  to  her  arms,  iuHuenccd 
and  misled  by  men  of  turliulent  dispositions  and  dcmocra- 
lick  principles,  oppose,  by  sedition  and  tumult,  every  con- 
stitutional act  of  Government,  till  at  length,  throwing  aside 
oven  the  appearance  of  obedience  to  the  legislative  autho- 
rity of  Great  Britain,  they  have  openly  in  the  field  display- 
ed the  ensigns  and  un-iheathed  the  sword  of  rebellion. 

We  trust  in  your  Majesty's  steadiness  and  wisdom  for 
such  an  exertion  of  the  power  of  your  Kingdoms  as  shall 
cfFectually  enforce  submission  and  obedience  from  the  most 
refractory  ;  and  that  no  terms  of  accommodation  will  be 
listened  to,  till,  abandoning  every  idea  of  resistance,  they 
acknowledge  the  supreme  auihoiity  of  the  Mother  Coun- 
try, in  terms  the  most  explicit,  and  in  a  manner  the  most 
unreserved. 

When  so  desirable  a  jieriod  to  the  contest  shall  arrive, 
we  rely,  with  perfect  confidence,  on  }"Our  Majesty's  cle- 
mency, for  giving  to  that  deluded  people  as  favourable  and 
indulgent  terms  as  your  Majesty  in  your  wisdom  shall  see 
consistent  with  the  nature  of  their  future  dcpendance  on 
the  British  Nation. 

We  cannot  but  express  our  astonishment  that  there 
should  be  found  any  of  our  fellow-subjects  so  infatunteil 
by  prejudice,  or  so  insensible  to  the  blessings  of  regular 
Government,  as  to  countenance,  in  the  smallest  degree, 
this  unprovoked  and  daring  rebellion.  We  confide  in  your 
Majesty's  vigilance  for  directing  such  an  incjuiry  into  the 
correspondence  from  these  Kingdoms  with  the  disafiected 
in  America,  as  shall  ellectually  disconcert  and  annihilate 
a  jiractice  so  unnatural  and  dangerous. 


For  our  parts,  we  shall  esteem  it  our  highest  honour,  as 
it  is  unijuesiionably  our  duty,  to  hazard  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes in  the  support  of  the  dignity  of  your  Majesty's 
crown,  and  the  undoubted  rights  of  the  Nation;  and  shall 
embrace  with  ardour  every  occasion  to  testify  our  ati'ectioii 
to  your  Majesty's  person,  and  attachment  to  your  family. 

Signed  in  the  presence  and  by  appointment  of  the 
meeting,  by  James  Bruce,  of  Kinaird,  Brases. 

James  Bruce. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE    PENNSYLVANIA    DELEGATES    IN   CON- 
TINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

Tliursilay,  November  9,    1775,  A.  M. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 
draught  of  Instructions  for  the  Delegates  of  this  Province 
in  Congress,  reported  an  Essay  for  that  purpose,  which, 
being  read  and  considered,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"Gentlemen:  The  trust  reposed  in  you  is  of  such  a 
nature,  and  the  modes  of  executing  it  may  be  so  diversi- 
fied in  the  course  of  your  deliberations,  that  it  is  scarcely 
jjossible  to  give  you  particular  instructions  respecting  it. 

"  We  therefore,  in  general,  direct,  that  you,  or  any  four 
of  you,  meet  in  Congress  the  Delegates  of  the  several 
Colonies  now  assembled  in  this  City,  and  any  such  Dele- 
gates as  may  meet  in  Congress  next  year ;  that  you  con- 
sult together  on  the  present  critical  and  alarming  state  of 
jiublick  afiairs;  that  you  exert  your  utmost  endeavours  to 
agree  upon  and  recommend  such  measures  as  you  shall 
judge  to  atFord  the  best  prospect  of  obtaining  redress  of 
American  grievances,  and  restoring  that  union  anil  har- 
mony between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  so  essen- 
tial to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  both  Countries.  Though 
the  oppressive  measures  of  the  British  Parliament  and 
Administration  have  compelled  us  to  resist  their  violence 
by  force  of  arms,  yet  we  strictly  enjoin  you,  that  you,  in 
behalf  of  this  Colony,  dissent  from,  and  utterly  reject,  anv 
propositions,  shouki  such  be  made,  that  may  cause  or  lead 
to  a  separation  from  our  Mother  Country,  or  a  change  of 
the  form  of  this  Government. 

"  You  are  directed  to  make  report  of  youi'  proceedings  to 

this  House."      r.-        11  ,        r  .1      II 

Signed  by  order  ol  the  House: 

John  Morton,  Speaker. 


to   the   members    of   the    house    of    ASSEMBLY   OF    PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

1  address  you  by  the  above  title  for  the  want  of  another  : 
because  the  line  of  business  you  now  move  in  dillers  as 
much  from  the  business  of  an  Assembly,  acting  by  virtue 
of  what  you  call  the  jjrescnt  Constitution,  as  if  )ou  pro- 
fessedly renounced  the  name. 

But  be  your  title  what  it  may,  I  cannot  help  expressing 
my  surprise  at  seeing,  in  your  voles  of  the  'Jtli  instant,  an 
Essay  for  instructing  the  Delegates  of  this  Province  re- 
s))ecting  their  conduct  in  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the 
said  Instructions  couched  in  terms  amounting  to  a  command. 
When  I  voted  at  the  last  election  for  a  Representative  in 
the  House  in  which  you  now  sit,  I  never  meant  to  invest 
any  of  you  with  such  a  power,  and  1  protest  against  your 
assuming  it.  The  Delegates  in  ("ongress  are  not  the  Dele- 
gates of  the  Assembly,  but  of  the  people,  of  the  body  at 
large.  For  convenience  sake  only,  we  at  present  consent 
to  your  nominating  them  ;  but  we  may  as  well  be  without 
Delegates,  if  they  must  act  solely  under  your  influence,  and 
thus  circumstanced  they  can  only  sit  there  as  ciphers. 

The  Constitution  of  England,  decayed  and  complicated 
as  it  is,  never  sufiers  one  House  to  instruct  the  other: 
neither  doth  it  permit  a  person  to  sit  in  both  Houses.  In- 
struction is  as  sacredly  the  right  of  the  people  as  election. 
It  was  your  duty  to  give  them  all  possible  information,  but 
nothing  further;  because,  respecting  that  body  of  men,  yon 
are  but  as  individuals. 

As  I  hope  never  to  see  the  day  when  the  Continent 
shall  hi'  without  a  Congress,  so  I  hope  in  |iroper  season 
to  see  a  Congress  chosen  by  the  people,  which  may  as 
easily  be  done  as  the  choosing  an  Assembly  ;  by  which 
means  not  only  every  Colony,  but  every  part  of  it,  will  be 
represented. 

As  an  indivitlual,  I  have  no  right  to  instruct;  wherefore, 
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1  can  only  convey  to  them  my  wishes,  whicli  are,  that  the 
moment  they  enter  the  threshold  of  tlje  Congress,  that 
they  lay  aside  all  private  inierest  and  connection,  and  con- 
sider themselves  not  acting  Pioviiicially,  but  Continentally  ; 
that  as  men  they  will  disregard  all  undue  influence,  and 
as  fathers  that  they  will  think  lor  posterity  ;  and  with  these 
wishes,  I  leave  them  to  God  and  their  own  consciences. 
A  LovEK  OF  Okdek. 

Philadelpliia,  November  22,  1775. 


TO   THE    PEOTLE   OF   I'ENNSV LV ANI A. 

Permit  me,  my  dear  countrymen,  to  engage  your  atten- 
tion for  a  moment,  upon  a  subject  of  the  last  importance.  I 
mean  only  to  trouble  you  with  a  very  few  observations 
upon  a  publication  in  the  Fenrisi/Ivania  Journal  of  this 
week,  which,  under  the  plausible  signature  of  A  Lover  of 
Order,  is  endeavouring  to  introduce  into  your  Country  a 
system  of  Government  that  will  involve  you  in  all  the  evils 
your  enemies  can  wish  to  come  upon  you.  I  shall  not 
hesitate  to  say,  that  the  author  of  this  essay  is  much  more 
offended  with  the  substance  of  the  Instructions  given  by 
our  Assembly  to  the  Pennsylvania  Delegates,  than  with 
the  measure  itself.  Had  they  prescribed  a  conduct  directly 
opposite  to  what  is  so  properly  pointed  out  in  them,  no 
man  can  doubt  but  (his  Lover  of  Order  would  have  sub- 
mitted quietly  to  the  breach  of  it,  which  he  censures,  and 
would  gladly  have  seen  that  assumption  of  power  which  he 
now  so  boldly  protests  against ;  because,  not  used  accord- 
ing to  his  destructive  wishes,  or  to  speak  in  the  plain  lan- 
guage which  the  times  demand,  I  think  it  requires  but 
little  penetration  to  pronounce,  that  he  has  conceived  the 
pernicious  hope  of  seeing  Great  Britain  and  America  in 
a  state  of  separation.  He  cannot  call  this  an  unfair  con- 
struction of  his  conduct,  when  he  recollects,  that  of  all  the 
deviations  from  our  Constitution  into  which  the  House  has 
been  driven  by  the  unhappiness  of  our  situation,  that  only 
is  marked  with  his  disapprobation,  which  interferes  with 
the  independent  scheme.  It  will  be  needless  to  mention 
the  many  instances  of  this  kind  that  have  passed  unno- 
ticed by  iiim  since  the  commencement  of  our  unhappy 
contest.  Ill  informed  as  he  appears  to  be,  they  cannot 
have  escaped  him. 

He  acknowledges  that,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  he 
would  consent  that  the  Assembly  should  appoint  the  Dele- 
gates ;  surely  then  the  same  convenience  would  induce  him 
to  consent  that  they  should  instruct  them,  as  it  would  be 
much  more  dithcult  for  the  people  at  large,  in  this  exten- 
sive Province,  to  agree  upon  a  set  of  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  their  members  in  Congress,  than  to  fix  upon  men 
who  are  equal  to  the  execution  of  those  directions.  If  in 
the  latter  case  the  difficulty  is  found  too  great  to  contend 
with,  in  the  former  it  must  be  considerably  increased,  not 
to  say  quite  insurmountable.  Cut  if  the  people  think  it 
proper  to  invest  the  House  with  the  power  of  appointing 
members  for  the  Congress,  they  ought  also  to  suffer  the 
same  body  to  instruct  them  ;  because  the  English  Consti- 
tution does,  and  reason  always  would  permit  instructions 
to  be  given  to  persons  intiusted  with  any  commission  by 
those  who  appointed  them  to  execute  it.  If  our  Assem- 
bly have  not  a  right  to  instruct,  they  have  not  a  right  to 
appoint  the  Delegates ;  and,  consequently,  Pennsylvania 
has  never  joined  her  sister  Colonies  in  any  part  of  the 
present  opposition,  never  having  sent  her  Representatives 
to  the  Congress. 

But  this  doctiine,  your  love  of  liberty  and  your  under- 
standings will  forbid  you  to  allow. 

Another  objection  made  to  the  Instructions  is,  that  they 
are  too  positive,  and  couched  in  terms  amounting  to  a 
command,  which  he  would  have  you  believe  renders  the 
design  of  appointing  Delegates  abortive,  and  makes  them 
sit  as  mere  ciphers  among  their  brethren.  In  this  place 
the  intention  of  a  Congress  seems  to  be  entirely  forgot.  If 
I  remember  rightly,  it  was  instituted  by  all  the  Provinces, 
professedly,  to  obtain  a  redress  of  grievances,  and  to  agree 
upon  some  plan  of  opposition  to  the  tyranny  with  which 
Great  Britain  unhappily  thought  of  distressing  us.  The 
exercise  of  this  duty  is  left  open  as  wide  as  ever,  nay,  it  is 
enforced  in  the  strongest  terms.  They  are  only  forbid  to 
accede  to  any  proposition  which  may  cause  or  lead  to  a 
sejiaration  from  our  Mother  Country,  or  a  change  of  the 
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form  of  Government.      For  the  truth  of  this  construction, 
1  appeal  to  your  judgment  upon  the  words  of  the  draught. 

The  dangerous  arts  of  men  of  this  cast  are  clearly  shown 
in  the  attempts  he  makes  to  mislead  your  understandings, 
and  to  turn  your  just  |)repossessions  in  favour  of  our  ex- 
cellent form  of  Government  into  the  means  of  overthrow- 
ing it.  The  Constitution  of  England,  says  he,  decayed 
and  complicated  as  it  is,  never  suffers  one  House  to  instruct 
the  other ;  neither  doth  it  permit  a  person  to  sit  in  both 
Houses.  The  observation  is  true  in  both  parts,  and  we  shall 
no  longer  be  Ireemen  when  it  ceases  to  be  so.  But  how 
or  when  can  he  mean  to  apply  it.  The  cases  are  totally 
different,  for  two  substantial  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  no 
other  body  can  be  found  in  the  British  Dominions  whicli 
answers  the  descri|)tion  of  the  Ameriean  Congress;  because 
no  part  of  them  is  in  a  situation  to  require  the  existence 
of  such  a  body,  except  the  Colonies.  And,  in  the  second 
place,  neither  the  Congress,  nor  Pennsylvania  House  of 
Assembly,  are  formed  upon  the  plan  of  the  British  House 
of  Lords,  where  the  members  either  inherit  their  seats,  or 
are  called  into  them  by  the  King's  writs.  The  Lords  and 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  are  different  bodies,  with  se- 
parate interests,  in  many  respects,  but  so  connected  that 
one  cannot  act  without  the  other,  being  designed  as  a 
check  upon  each  other;  but  the  interest  of  every  Ameri- 
can House  of  Assembly  is  entirely  involved  in  that  of  the 
Congress,  and  though  every  reasonable  man  would  wish 
them  to  agree  in  their  resolutions,  yet  it  is  not  absolutely 
necessary,  as  we  see  in  the  fatal  \nsiance  of  New- York. 
This  remark,  when  submitted  to  the  judgments  of  men 
who  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  making  themselves 
acquainted  with  tlie  nature  of  the  bodies  which  are  com- 
pared in  it,  may  seem  to  imply  what  the  author  would 
infer  from  it,  viz:  that  our  Constitution  will  not  admit  an 
Assembly  to  instruct  its  members  of  the  Congress  ;  but  I 
hope  the  falsity  of  the  inference  will  be  easily  seen  through, 
when  the  cases  arc  properly  considered. 

At  the  |iresent  juncture,  wlien  a  petition  from  a  few  of 
the  Friends  has,  to  the  eye  of  the  world,  given  the  false 
appearance  of  a  disunion  in  our  Province,  we  must  esteem 
it  a  particular  happiness,  that  we  have  a  House  of  Assem- 
bly, which,  from  our  Constitution,  cannot  be  dissolved,  and 
wliich  coincides  w'itli  the  Congress  in  the  opposition  to  an 
arbitrary  Court.  The  resolves  of  a  set  of  men,  elected 
as  they  are,  will  ever  be  considered  as  conveying  the  true 
sentiments  of  the  people  they  represent,  notwithstanding 
the  feigned  language  of  non-resisting  [>etitions,  or  the  cla- 
mours of  discontented  Republicans. 

It  may  be  thought  by  many,  that  the  little  publication 
which  1  have  ventured  to  comment  upon  could  hare  no 
very  dangerous  tendency  ;  but  when  I  see  that,  inconsi- 
derable as  they  really  are,  such  pieces  constantly  attract 
the  notice  of  Government,  and  have  been  made  use  of  by 
a  neighbouring  Governour  to  support  the  false  charge  of 
independent  designs  in  the  people,  1  am  induced  to  take 
more  notice  of  them  than  they  really  deserve. 

Our  Representatives,  my  dear  countrymen,  have  set  us 
a  noble  example,  in  this  respect  at  least;  let  us,  therefore, 
join  with  them  in  endeavouring  to  convince  our  Sovereign 
and  the  world,  that  the  accusation  of  our  aiming  at  a  se- 
paration from  Great  Britain  is  as  false  as  our  opposition 
to  despotism  has  been  true  and  spirited. 

A  Pennsylvania  Associator. 

Philadelphia,  Novo.nbor  2:.,  177:i. 


TO   THE   PRINTERS    OF  THE    PENNSYLVANIA  JOURNAL. 

Gentlemen:  I  observed  in  ibe  Pennsylvania  Ledger 
of  Saturday  last,  a  piece  signed  A  Pennsylvania  Asso- 
ciator,  condenming  the  Lover  of  Order  for  protesting 
against  the  Instructions  given  our  Delegates  by  the  House 
of  Assembly.  I  think  he  guessed  right,  when  he  said  that 
the  Instructions  were  more  disagreeable  to  the  Lover  of 
Order  than  the  Assembly's  exercising  a  power  which  was 
never  delegated  to  them.  And  I  think  the  Associator 
has  fallen  into  a  similar  errour  ;  for  he  seems  more  offended 
with  the  Lover  of  Order's  latent  inclination  to  indepen- 
dency, than  with  any  other  thing  in  his  performance.  The 
honourable  House,  as  well  as  the  Associator,  seem  despe- 
rately afraid  of  independency.  I  would  not  condemn  sucli 
fears:  but,  on  a  serious   review   of  the   conduct  of  Gnat 
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Britain  on  tliis  occasion,  and  an  honest  atteiitlon  to  her  the  body  belongs  to  neither.  A  mass  witiiout  order;  hav- 
present  measures  I  see  no  way  to  avoid  it  but  the  loUow-  ing  neither  the  precision  of  the  lawyer  nor  the  arranjiemenl 
in"  which  1  humbly  be"  leave  to  lay  before  him  and  their  of  the  logician,  and  which  sufficiemly  convinces  me  that 
Honours  cunning  can  never  acquire  the  rectitude  of  wisdom. 

It  is  to  me  plain,  after  the  many  opportunities  put  into  The  preamble  sets  forth  that  "the  trust"  is  great  and 
the  hands  of  Administration  of  settling  matters  to  mutual  difiicult ;  yet  the  conclusion  shows  that  the  trust  is  neither 
satisfaction  all  which  they  have  rejected  with  contempt,  great  nor  dillicult,  being  little  more  than  the  trust  of  exe- 
tliat  they  never  design  any  union  but  on  the  terms  of  our 
absolute  submission.  Any  one  who  likes  these  terms,  I 
advise  him  to  sell  his  estate  here,  settle  his  affairs  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  remove  to  Nuva-Scotia ;  there  he  may 
submit  without  trouble.  If  he  likes  them  not,  he  has  two 
ways  of  avoiding  it:  the  one  is,  to  sell  his  estate  and  re- 
move to  Great  Britain ;  or,  which  may  be  a  more  honour- 


eating  a  command  or  delivering  a  message. 

It  likewise  acknowledges  that,  from  the  complexity  of 
affairs,  it  is  "  scarcely  possible  to  give  particular  instruc- 
tions," yet  surmounts  the  difficulty  at  once,  by  giving  posi- 
tive ones.  Perhaps  some  scribbling  advocate  will  inform 
mankind  that  the  phrase  "  particular  instructions  "  more 
elegantly  means  the  this,  that,  and  t'other,  as  to  terms  of 
a  volunteer  in  the  Continental  Army,     acconnnodation  ;  to  which  I  answer,  that,  from  the  present 


able  way,  to 

and  oiler  his  service  on  every  perilous  occasion,  and  then 
he  may  have  the  honour  of  dying  in  the  glorious  cause  of 
liberty,  and  not  be  obliged  to  live  independent.  I  see  no 
other"  means  of  avoiding  it  at  present ;  for  as  every  mea- 
sure we  have  entered  into  has  been  forced  on  us  by  the 
conduct  of  Administration,  and  as  this  Administration  seems 
resolute  and  determined,  1  think  we  shall  have  to  fight  it 
out ;  and  as  the  Assuciator  seems  to  be  a  friend  to  his 


face  of  things,  it  is  not  only  "  scarcely  possible,"  but  totally 
inipossible,  to  give  any  this,  that,  or  t'other,  on  that  head. 

The  preamble  likewise  implies,  if  it  implies  any  thing, 
that  in  the  course  of  their  (the  Delegates)  deliberation  with 
their  colleagues  in  Congress,  that  a  variety  of  new  and  at 
present  unseen  and  even  unimagined  matters  may  hereafter 
arise;  wherefore  it  follows,  as  a  natural  inference  from  the 
premises  laid  down,  that  all  judgment  on  future  circum- 
Country,  1  am  persuaded  he  believes  we  shall  come  off  stances  ought  to  be  suspended  till  the  circumstances  hap- 
conciuerors.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  never  entertained  pen  ;  for  if  present  judgment  on  present  things  is  "  scarcely 
a  doubt  of  it.  And  1  do  not  imagine  any  one  would  give  possible,"  pre-judgment  is  consummate  folly, 
his  voice  for  a  submission  to  Grtcit  Britain,  or  a  depend-  The  following  extracts  from   the  Instructions,  notwith- 

ance  on  her,  after  we  have  disabled  her  so  far  as  to  render  standing  their  absolute  and  positive  air,  are  nevertheless 
her  incapable  of  carrying  on  a  war  against  us.  She  will  dark  and  equivocal,  and  neither  mean  what  they  express, 
then  be  neither  able  to  protect  us  nor  herself;  and  it  would     nor  express  what  they  mean  : 

be  a  blameable  degree  of  generosity  to  submit  to  her  in  "  We  strictly  enjoin  you,   that  you,  in   behalf  of  this 

such  circumstances.  I  am  for  independency,  till  she  offers  Colony,  dissent  from  and  utterly  reject  any  proposition, 
us  better  terms  than  slavery  or  grape-shot.  We  have  no  should  such  be  made,  that  may  cause  or  lead  to  a  separa- 
better  as  yet;  nor  are  we  likely  to  have,  until  it  is  out  of    tion  from  our  Mother  Country." 

her  power  to  prevent  us  from  having  what  we  please.  Our  Mother  Country  !    This  part  is  so  happily  unmean- 

However,  I  am  "lad  to  see  such  a  Christian  disposition  ing,  that  you  may  turn  it  which  way  you  please.  One 
in  our  leoislators,  that  they  will  love  their  enemies  with  an  man  thinks  that  arms  will  "  lead  to  a  separation  ;"  where- 
unconquerable  affection  ;  and  that,  though  Great  Britain  fore,  in  obedience  to  his  instructions,  he  gives  his  negative 
is  doin"  us  every  mischief  in  her  power,  we  pant  after  her  on  defensive  means.  Another  thinks  that  petitioning  will 
friendship  with  an  unceasing  solicitude.  She  cuts  off  our  "  lead  to  a  separation  ;"  because,  not  meeting  with  a  decent 
ri"ht  hand,  and  we  attempt,  with  the  fondness  of  a  doating  reception,  the  animosity  becomes  increased  ;  wherefore,  he 
mistress,  to  lay  hold  on  her  with  our  left ;  and  no  doubt,  puts  his  negative  on  that  measure.  Another  thinks  that 
when  that  is  cut  off,  we  will  then  try  to  lay  hold  on  her  nothing  will  reconcile  us  like  fighting  it  out ;  wherefore,  he 
with  our  teeth  ;  and  when  she  has  cut  off  our  heads,  we     is  for  spirit  and  resolution.      Another  thinks  that  nothing 


will  "  lead  to  a  separation  of  our  animosities,"  like  sepa- 
rating the  dependance ;  wherefore,  in  obedience  to  the 
same  instruction,  he  voles  point  blank  for  independence, 
and  makes  his  report  to  the  House  accordingly.  Gentle- 
men, do  be  so  kind  as  to  tell  us  what  you  mean,  unless  we 
should  suspect  (which  suspicion  many  of  you  do  not  de- 
serve) that  some  of  you  are  not  sound  at  heart. 

As  to  the  tendency  of  the  Instructions,  no  great  deal  can 
be  said  on  that  head,  until  they  are  rendered  intelligible. 
As  I  presume  the  framer  of  them  had  some  meaning,  and 


will  then  die  martyis  to  this  our  Christian  temper.    Surely 
we  are  very  good  Christians,  and  deserve  better  usage. 
„,,,,,.„        ,     n  1  —  -  Independent  Whig. 

riiil;vi1oll)lii  I,  November  9,  li  u. 

TO  THE  MEMBERS   SITTING   IN  THE   HOUSE   OF  ASSEMBLY  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

in  my  former  addiess  to  you,  in  this  paper  of  the  2-2d 
instant,  signed  A  Lover  of  Order,  I  protested  against  your 
right  of'  instructing  the  Delegates  of  this  Province,  as  being 

an  authority  you  are  not  invested  with,  and  which  you  can-  perhaps  more  than  one,  I  shall  endeavour  to  supply  what 

not  possess  but  by  a  grant  from  the  people.  he  has  left  out.    If  I  err,  I  am  pardonable — the  field  being 

Some  short-sighted  writer,  under  the  feigned  signature  wide  and  the  path  invisible. 

of  A  Uennsyhania  Associator,  has  endeavoured  to  justify  Perhaps  he  meant  to  recommend  him?elf  in  time  to  the 

the  Instructions,  by  showing  the  excellence  of  them.     To  favourable  eye  of  "our  Mother  Country,"  that  he  might, 

which  1  rejily,  so  much  the  more  dangerous;  because  he  according  to  the  English  phrase,  he  pricked  down  for  a 

who  doth  a  right  thing,  not  having  a  right  to  do  so,  may  Governour ;  perhaps  not.     Beware  of  the  Galloway  rock, 

hereafter  do  a   wrong  one  under  sanction  of  the  prece-  young  soldier, 

ilciit.  But  be  his  private  reason  this  or  that — I  suppose  'tis 

In  the  same  address  I  likewise  modestly  reminded  you  something — his  publick  meaning  is,  that,  right  or  wrong, 
that  your  power  of  appointing  of  Delegates  is  at  present  the  Delegates  shall  vote  against  independency.  Where- 
accepted  by  us  on  the  score  of  present  convenience  only,  fore,  that  being  the  true  meaning,  and  not  the  measure 
and  for  that  reason  ought  to  be  used  by  you  with  the  great-  which  may  "  lead  to  "  or  be  the  "  cause  of"  independency; 
est  delicacy.  The  patriots  on  the  other  side  the  water  for,  according  to  the  opinion  of  many,  every  thing  which 
have  been  for  years  endeavouring  to  exclude  placemen  we  have  already  done,  are  now  doing,  with  all  the  late 
from  the  House  of  Commons.  Pity  but  you,  gentlemen.  Acts  of  the  Assembly,  (the  Instructions  excepted,)  "leads 
had  taken  the  hint.  Two  of  our  present  Delegates  have  to"  that  very  end;  wherefore,  I  say,  every  wise  man  will 
places;  and  though  I  respect  their  characters  as  private  join  in  condenming  the  Instructions,  as  being  ill  judged; 
gentlemen,  yet  we  need  nut  be  told,  in  this  age  of  sad  ex-  for  until  any  matter  hath  had  a  fair  hearing,  and  all  the 
perience,  tiiat  interest  steals  insensibly  upon  man,  and  limits  circumstances  thereof  duly  weighed  and  considered,  no  man 
the  progress  of  his  virtue.  can  tell  what  he  ought  to  do,  or  what  ought  to  be  done.   I 

Having  thus  sufficiently  protested  against  the  legality  of  care  neither  for  dependency  nor  independency,  any  further 

the  Instructions,  I  now  proceed  to  examine  them:  first,  as  than  they  promote  the  good  and   happiness  of  the  whole 


composition  ;  secondly,  as  to  their  tendency. 

As  a  composition,  they  are   mystical,  contradictory,  and 

bsurd.      The    preamble  and  the  conclusion  are  in  opposi- 

lon.     The  head  disowns  the  tail,  the  tail  the  head,  and 


Continent ;  and  not  for  a  day  or  tw^o,  but  lastingly  so. 

But  the  greatest  evil  which  accompanies  the  instructions 
is,  that  they  have  a  tendency  to  promote  disunion,  because 
they  adiiiil  of  no  relax,  let  the  reasons   to  the  contrary  be 
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what  tliey  will,  or  the  suflerings  of  any  other  Colony  ever 
so  great. 

As  our  cause  is  one,  our  happiness  is  the  same  ;  on  which 
grounds  I  despise  the  narrow  idea  of  acting  Provincially, 
and  reprobate  the  little  unworthy  principle  conveyed  in 
the  following  words,  "  in  behalf  of  this  Colony;"  and  the 
more  so,  because,  by  a  late  resolve,  all  Colony  distinctions 
are  to  be  laid  aside.  'Tis  the  American  cause,  the  Ame- 
rican Congress,  the  American  Army,  &c.,  8ic. ;  whom 
God  preserve.  And  for  the  same  reason  I  subscribe  my- 
self, at  this  time,  A  Continental  Farmer. 
PhihuUIphii,  December  6,  1775. 

TO   THE    PRINTER   OF   THE    PENNSYLVANIA  LEDGER. 

Sir:  In  your  Ledger  of  the  25lli  of  ?\uvember  is  a 
piece  signed  A  Pennsylvania  Associator,  containing  some 
remarks  on  a  publication  in  the  Pennsylvania  Journal, 
under  the  signature  of  A  Lover  of  Order.  These  re- 
marks appear  to  me  to  be  generally  sensible,  and  perti- 
nent to  the  subject;  but  the  author  has  been  unfortunate 
in  one  of  the  reasons  he  has  given  for  his  comment.  He 
says,  "  Such  pieces  constantly  attract  the  notice  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  have  been  made  use  of  by  a  neighbouring 
Governour  to  support  the  false  cliarge  of  independent  de- 
signs in  the  people." 

Whatever  truth  theie  may  be  in  the  first  part  of  this 
observation,  there  certainly  is  not  the  least  foundation  for 
the  latter.  So  far  from  charging  or  supjjorting  a  charge 
against  the  people  of  such  a  nature,  the  Governour,  in  a 
speech  alluded  to,  expressly  says  that  they  have  fears 
of  independency,  and  an  aversion  to  a  Republican  Gov- 
ernment. And  in  a  former  speech,  to  which  he  refers,  he 
declares  that  he  is  "  fully  convinced  that  the  body  of  the 
people  in  the  Colonies  do  not  even  entertain  a  wish  to 
throw  off  their  dependaiice  upon  Great  Britain." 

r>,  •,   ,  ,  ,      r.        k    0  1-11-  A  JMan  of  Candour. 

NEW-YORK  DELEGATES   TO    PROVINCIAL   CONGRESS. 

PhiladL-lpliia,  November  9,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Tlie  Congress  have  taken  the  resolution 
to  appoint  a  commander  of  the  fortress  in  the  Highlands, 
with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  IVednesday  is  fixed  for  the 
purpose.  As  it  must  be  of  moment  that  this  conmiand 
should  be  vested  in  a  person  of  abilities,  and  in  whom  the 
inhabitants  place  confidence,  we  wish  }0u  would  name 
three  or  four  gentlemen  who  are  competent  for  the  trust, 
and  we  shall  endeavour  to  get  one  of  them  preferred.  You 
will,  however,  be  pleased  to  observe,  that  as  these  works 
are  erected  at  a  Continental  expense,  the  Congress  claim 
an  absolute  right  to  appoint  the  oflicers. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with   the  greatest  respect, 
Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
James  Duane, 
R.  R.  Livingston,  JiN. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  at  ?\eic-  York. 

MATTHIAS   VISSCHER   TO    ABRAHAM   YATES,  JUN. 

Albany,  November  9,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  1st  instant  I  have  received, 
together  with  the  instructions  fur  the  Post-Office  ;  which 
were  very  agreeable,  as  I  very  often  was  at  a  loss  how  to 
regulate  the  charges.  As  to  the  secrecy  of  this  matter, 
your  commands  shall  be  readily  obeyed. 

By  all  we  can  learn  from  .SV.  John's,  we  have  the  great- 
est reason  to  expect  that  matters  will  turn  out  well  there. 
General  IVooster  is  to  proceed,  or  is  already  gone  forward, 
to  take  possession  of  Montreal.  General  Montgomery 
keeps  St.  John's  besieged,  and,  by  the  accounts  of  the 
prisoners,  the  Regulars  at  St.  John's  must  have  but  little 
provisions. 

We  are  busy  electioneering  for  Deputies  and  Commit- 
tees. The  voters  do  not  come  in  so  rapid  as  I  could  wish, 
owing  to  the  fair.  The  following  are  the  candidates  for 
Deputies:  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Abraham  Yates,  Jun., 
Jacob  Cuyler,  Robert  Yates,  Henry  Glenn,  Peter  Silvester, 
Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  Francis  JSicoll,  Leonard  Gan- 
sevoort,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Peter  R.  Livingston, 
James  Barker,  and  Henry  Oothoudt.  The  Judge  and 
JSieolt  almost  even.     Henry  Oothoudt  by  far  the  majority 


of  Barker.  Peter  J  'an  Xess  and  John  J.  Bleecker  are  also 
in  opposition  to  each  other;  how  this  will  turn  out  1  can- 
not say,  they  being  almost  equal  in  votes  of  this  City. 

The  Committee  will  be  the  same  as  last,  only  one  or 
two  new  ones  in  each  Ward. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yom-  very  humble  servant, 

Matthias  Yisscher. 
To  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Esq.,  at  New-  York. 

the  monitor,  no.  1. 

New-Vork,  November  9,  1775. 
"  A  civil  war,  (says  the  incomparable  Lord  Somtrs) 
though  very  sharp,  cannot  continue  long,  and  a  nation  may 
flourish  and  be  happy  again;  but  if  once  arbitrary  Govern- 
ment be  introduced,  people's  miseries  are  endless;  there 
is  no  prospect  or  hope  of  redress.  Every  age  will  add  new 
oppressions  and  new  burdens  to  a  people  already  exhaust- 
ed." Tliis  sentiment,  so  entirely  correspondent  to  fact  and 
experience,  ought  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  every  man 
during  the  scene  of  publick  alarm  and  conunotion.  It 
should  incline  us  cheerfully  to  meet  the  inconveniences 
and  calamities  with  which  we  are  threatened  from  the  unre- 
lenting malice  of  our  enemies ;  in  rational  hope  of  being 
able  eventably  to  disappoint  their  barbarous  projects,  to 
avoid  the  galling  yoke  of  the  most  ignominious  slavery, 
and  to  secure  to  ourselves  and  to  posterity  the  permanent 
advantages  of  Ireedom,  established  upon  an  immoveable 
foundation.  Great  and  noble  enteiprises  are  seldom  unat- 
tended with  danger  and  dithculty;  but  if  they  are  conduct- 
ed with  prudence  and  fortitude,  tliey  more  than  repay  the 
toils  and  hazards  incurred  in  prosecuting  them.  When 
these  become  necessary  in  society,  a  generous  mind  em- 
braces them  with  alacrity,  and  willingly  encounters  the 
perils  and  hardships  resulting  from  them;  while  the  timid 
and  base,  viewing  them  through  the  medium  of  an  imagina- 
tion distorted  with  terrour,  are  ready  to  magnify  every 
appearance  of  evil,  and  to  sink  beneath  the  load  of  their 
own  desponding  fears.  No  enterprise  can  be  more  glorious 
than  the  preservation  of  liberty  to  a  community,  the  most 
precious  gift  of  the  Creator,  and  the  vital  principle  by  which 
the  whole  fabrick  of  social  happiness  is  supported.  In  de- 
fence of  this,  a  wise  and  good  man  scruples  not  to  risk 
either  life  or  fortune;  to  him  the  desire  of  securing  the 
most  inestimable  jewel  of  society,  is  capable  of  smoothing 
the  fuiTowed  brow  of  affliction,  and  of  disarming  even  death 
itsell  of  its  terrour  and  sting. 

A  civil  war  is  certainly  an  evil  much  to  be  deplored  ; 
nor  should  it  be  entered  into,  unless  from  motives  of  the 
most  urgent  necessity.  But  when  it  is  requisite  to  defend 
the  essential  rights  of  humanity,  and  to  defeat  the  despe- 
rate attempts  of  despotick  violence,  it  is  highly  criminal,  as 
well  as  impolitick,  to  decline  it.  Every  duty  we  owe  to 
ourselves,  to  our  descendants,  to  mankind,  to  the  author  of 
our  being,  calls  upon  us  to  protect  those  privileges  on 
which  the  dignity  of  our  nature  and  the  safety  and  com- 
fort of  our  lives  depend.  Tamely  to  surrender  the  bless- 
ings of  Providence  is  to  undervalue  them,  and  is  a  mark 
of  ingratitude  to  the  donor.  To  suffer  ourselves  to  be 
despoiled  of  our  liberties,  and  to  be  degraded  from  the  rank 
of  freemen  to  that  of  slaves,  is  an  evidence  of  a  grovelling 
disposition,  and  of  a  stupid  insensibility  to  the  greatest 
advantages  a  reasonable  being  can  enjoy. 

The  mental  appetite  of  some  men  is  too  corrupt  to  relish 
the  sublime  in  morals:  they  rather  turn  it  into  derision 
and  mockery.  They  aliect  to  consider  the  rights  of  man- 
kind as  altogether  visionary,  liberty  as  a  mere  shadow,  and 
the  benefit  ascribed  to  it  as  pretended  and  unreal.  Patri- 
otism and  benevolence  are  in  their  eyes  but  hypocritical 
pretences;  all  their  views  centre  in  themselves,  and  they 
are  ready  to  laugh  when  they  are  told  of  their  obligation 
to  sacrifice  their  own  interest  to  that  of  their  Country.  It 
is  in  vain  to  endeavour  to  impress  them  with  a  sense  of 
the  excellence  of  civil  liberty,  by  insisting  on  those  more 
refined  topics  of  its  tendency  to  ennoble  the  human  mind, 
to  pi-omote  knowledge,  virtue,  and  religion,  to  expand  and 
elevate  the  powers  of  the  soul,  and  to  lead  men  in  all  the 
brightest  paths  of  glory,  magnanimity,  and  heroism.  They 
feel  not  the  value  of  those  things  in  their  own  breasts,  and 
therefore  they  can  never  allow  them  their  intrinsick  weigljr 
and  importance.      Present  ease  and  tranquillity  are  prefer- 
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able,  in  their  esiimalion,  to  all  the  future  prospects  of  glo- 
rious freedom,  sheltered  from  the  depredations  ol  usurping 
power  by  the  undaunted  etibrts  of  a  brave  people. 

These  Lilliputians  in  virtue  and  humaniiy  represent  the 
honours  of  a  civil  war  in  the  most  aggravated  colours. 
They  are  continually  pondering  the  most  dismal  scenes  ol 
bloodshed,  desolation,  famine,  and  distress  in  every  shape; 
filled  with  panick  terrours  themselves,  they  strive  to  commu- 
nicate the  infection  to  all  around  them  ;  willing  that  their 
Country  should  be  deserted  by  all,  and  left  to  groan  under 
the  indignities  and  complicated  miseries  ol  slavery.  In 
general,  this  dastardly  conduct  serves  only  to  increase  the 
evils  it  is  intended  to  iniiigate  or  prevent.  It  seldom  pro- 
duces more  than  a  partial  defection  :  this  war  is  still  prose- 
cuted by  the  greater  part;  if  success  attends  them,  notwith- 
standing the  disunion,  it  is  purchased  with  more  dilhculty 
and  loss  than  had  there  been  a  perfect  combination  ol 
strength  and  forces  ;  consequently  the  common  sutierings 
are  heightened  by  the  cowardice  and  disaiiection  of  a  part : 
if  they  are  overpowered,  by  reason  of  the  desertion  of  those 
who  ought  to  have  been  friends,  to  the  baseness  of  these 
must  be^'attributed  the  more  disastrous  consequences  of  an 
unsuccessful  snuggle,  in  any  case,  the  timidity  and  meanness 
of  these  men,  falsely  termed  moderation  and  prudence, 
answer  no  other  ends  than  to  strengthen  the  hands  ol  the 
common  enemy,  and  to  weaken  and  enervate  those  of 
friends  and  fellow-sutierers,  the  worst  ellects  of  civil  rage 
and  animosity  still  ensue,  and  the  temporizing  dastards,  no 
more  than  the  bold  and  enterprising,  escape  a  share  in  tlie 
general  calamity. 

It  is,  however,  folly  to  reason  with  such  men,  or  to  ex- 
pect to  move  them  by  the  suggestions  of  honour,  or  by  the 
views  of  an  extensive  and  generous  plan  of  policy.  Their 
narrow  minds  will  still  listen  to  the  present  passion  or  pre- 
judice, in  spite  of  all  tliat  can  be  said.  But  to  those  whose 
bosoms  are  susceptible  of  love  to  their  Country,  who  are 
not  insensible  to  the  value  of  freedom,  and  to  the  debasing, 
destructive  influence  of  slavery,  the  following  summary  re- 
flections must  appear  to  merit  the  most  alteiuive  considera- 
tion. 

Tlie  contest  between  Biitnin  and  the  Colonies  has  now 
every  ajjpcarance  of  being  arrived  to  the  last  extremity:  a 
decision  by  the  sword  seems  the  only  one  to  be  expected, 
as  every  day,  still  more  than  the  preceding,  dissipates  all 
prospect  of  an  amicable  accommodation:  applications  Iroin 
uvery  ijuarter  have  hitherto  been  unavailing,  and  the  instru- 
ments of  tyranny  are  putting  in  practice,  with  increasing 
ferocity,  all  the  abominable  "arts  of  plunder,  devastation, 
and  slaughter.  We  must  either  jiatiently  submit  to  the 
exorbitant  authority  of  a  rapacious  Parliament,  or  we  must 
prepare  to  make  a  courageous  stand  in  defence  of  our  lights, 
111  dvfiance  of  all  the  rigours  and  disasters  of  war.  11  the 
lormer  be  our  choice,  we  must  be  contented  to  live  the 
most  miserable  people  under  the  sun,  to  endure  all  the  op- 
pressions that  avarice  and  ambition,  inflamed  by  opposition, 
jealousy,  and  resentment,  can  contrive  or  inflict ;  and  to 
crouch  beneath  the  unceasing  insults  and  contempt  of  our 
triumphant  masters,  as  well  as  the  ridicule  and  disdain  of 
all  mankind:  if  we  prefer  the  latter,  we  must  be  satisfied 
to  sutler  many  poignant,  though  temporary  ills,  animated 
with  the  certain  hope  of  brighter  days  to  come,  and  of  sub- 
stantial felicity  to  onr  Country,  through  the  successive 
periods  of  future  generations. 

Whoever  is  acquainted  uiih  the  history  of  mankind  must 
know  that  it  has  ever  been  the  policy  of  ruling  States  to 
enrich  themselves  by  the  plunder  and  spoils  of  their  de- 
pendant Colonies  and  I'roviiices.  This  iniquitous  princi- 
|)le  has  proceeded  chiefly  from  a  twofold  cause :  from  the 
natural  desire  most  men  have  of  profiting  themselves  at  the 
expense  of  those  in  their  power  and  disposal,  and  from  a 
supposed  necessity  of  depressing  the  spirits  and  destroying 
the  power  of  Colonies,  lest,  if  they  should  find  themselves  in 
the  possession  of  opulence  and  strength,  actuated  by  that 
pride  which  is  apt  to  flow  from  them,  they  might  be  tempt- 
ed to  revolt  and  throw  olf  their  depcndance.  These  dis- 
positions prevail  in  proportion  to  the  natural  advantages 
and  growing  prosperity  of  the  subordinate  members.  And 
notwithstanding  experience  has  shown  that  these  contract- 
ed notions  of  policy  are,  in  the  end,  (h  trimental  to  all  par- 
lies, ihey  still  continue  lashionahle  among  mankind.  The 
SjxiniJi.   sellleinents   in   Huuth-Amcrica  allbrd   a  notable 
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instance  of  the  destructive  maxims  of  governing  States  re- 
specting their  dependencies.  There,  humanity  appears 
in  such  a  wretched  and  degraded  condition,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  behold  it  without  compassion,  horronr,  and 
indignation.  But  not  to  roam  abroad  for  instances  of  this 
melancholy  nature,  we  may  see  in  Ireland  the  plainest 
Indications  of  a  similar  spirit,  influencing  the  politicks  of 
Ihituin ;  and,  to  come  nearer  home,  the  present  gloomy 
situation  of  America  has  been  occasioned  by  a  commence- 
ment of  this  same  scheme  of  oppression. 

We  have  wisely  begun  a  strenuous  opposition  to  It  in  its 
infancy,  and  have  discovered  a  temper  totally  repugnant 
to  the  lofty  and  unreasonable  jjretensions  of  the  Mother 
Country  ;  but  should  we  now  abandon  a  work  so  nobly 
undertaken,  we  must  look  for  even  greater  severity  and  ra- 
pacity than  wc  might  otherwise  have  experienced.  Better 
had  it  been  for  us  that  we  had  never  contended  at  all,  than 
vainly  to  have  shown  our  disapprobation,  and  afterwards, 
by  relinquishing  the  conflict,  to  betray  our  own  impotence 
and  cowardice.  Britain  would  justly  impute  our  submis- 
sion to  our  fears,  and,  knowing  our  aflection  to  be  irrecover- 
ably lost,  would  be  sensible  that  the  only  way  to  secure 
our  future  attachment,  and  maintain  her  unlimited  dominion 
over  us,  must  be  by  force  and  compulsion.  With  much  pro- 
priety, she  would  conclude  that,  without  these,  the  same 
spirit  of  liberty  which  inspires  us  would  naturally  be  trans- 
mitted to  our  descendants,  who,  finding  their  numbers  and 
their  wealth  augmented,  would  scorn  any  longer  to  wear  the 
fetters  of  servitude,  and  would  procure  for  themselves  that 
freedom  which  their  ancestors  had  not  virtue  and  courage 
enough  to  preserve  and  convey  to  thein.  Justified  by  such 
plausible  inducements,  our  enemies  would  take  every  me- 
thod to  extirpate  all  sense  of  liberty  from  among  us.  The 
manifold  contrivances  of  despotism  would  be  remorselessly 
employed  to  debase  our  minds  and  render  us  abject  and 
spiritless. 

IVo  man  of  sense  can  doubt  that  a  military  Government 
would,  in  such  case,  be  established  over  all  the  Colonies. 
Our  rebellious  conduct,  as  it  is  called,  would  seem  to  de- 
maiul  it,  and  Britain  would  never  think  her  authority  safe 
without  it.  A  Standing  Army — that  inveterate  and  dan- 
gerous disease  under  which  Europe  has  so  long  groaned — 
would  take  deeper  root  in  America  than  it  has  ever  had 
there.  To  maintain  this,  together  with  a  long  list  of  needy 
courtiers,  all  the  fruits  of  our  labour  and  industry  must  go. 
If  we  are  dissatisfied,  the  bayonet  will  be  ready  to  silence 


our  presumptuous  murmurini. 


e  must  pine  in  uncom- 


plaining indigence  and  misery,  while  our  lordly  masters 
would  dissipate  extorted  millions  in  the  gratification  of  every 
wanton  and  voluptuous  appetite.  These  things  have  been 
frequently  insisted  upon  ;  but  they  cannot  be  too  often  re- 
peated. They  are  not  the  jargon  of  seditious  declamation, 
intL'uded  to  allure  the  giddy  populace,  but  they  are  solemn 
truths,  founded  on  reason  and  experience,  and  ought  to  en- 
gage the  serious  attention  of  the  most  sober  and  dispassion- 
ate. With  all  the  earnestness  of  self-conviction,  1  aflirm, 
that  Ameriai  will  be  one  of  the  most  unliapiiy  countries 
in  the  world,  if  it  should  once  submit  to  the  yoke  Britain 
is  preiiaring  for  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  are  duly  sensible  of  tlie  bless- 
ings we  enjoy,  and  persevere  steadfastly  in  the  defence  of 
our  native  and  hereditary  rights,  we  may  justly  cherish  a 
firm  persuasion  that  our  laudable  exertions  will  be  finally 
crowned  with  success;  that  Britain,  though  she  may  sorely 
distress  us  a  while,  w  ill  at  length  be  wearied  with  an  enter- 
prise by  which  she  exhausts  herself,  without  any  likelihood 
of  obtaining  any  solid  or  equivalent  advantage  ;  that  our 
privileges  will  by  these  means  be  settled  upon  so  stable  a 
basis,  and  our  importance  so  highly  raised  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world,  as  to  bring  together  a  confluence  of  wealthy  and 
useful  inhabitants  from  all  the  European  Nations,  and  to 
render  us  flourishing  at  home,  and  res|)ected  abroad;  that 
the  vigour  of  our  youthful  State,  seconded  by  the  emolu- 
ments of  an  accumulating  commerce,  under  the  auspicious 
smiles  of  freedom,  will  soon  enable  us  to  recover  from  tlie 
losses  we  have  sustained  during  the  w-ar,  and  will  in  a  little 
time  elevate  us  to  a  much  higher  pitch  of  grandeur,  opu- 
lence, and  power,  than  we  could  ever  attain  to  by  an  ignoble 
submission  to  arbitrary  rule.  The  evils  of  slavery  are  in- 
exprcNsiblv  ureat — the  prize  of  liberty  is  worth  contending 
lor:   let  us  therefore  continue  the  pursuit  with  unremitting 
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ardour,  determined  cither  to  lead  an  honoLirable  life,  or  to 
meet,  with  resignation,  a  glorious  death. 


EXTRACTS   OV   LETTERS   RECEIVED   IN    f.N'OLAND. 

Quebcck,  November  !),  1775. 
Licutenant-Governour  Cramahi  told  Mr.  Macaulay,  of 
this  place,  a  few  days  ago,  in  great  anger,  "thai  it  was  our 
damned  Committees  that  had  thrown  the  Province  into  its 
present  state,  and  prevented  the  Canadians  from  taking 
arms  ;  but  that  he  should  hear  more  of  that  hereafter." 
Cy  these  words  we  presume  we  are  to  understand,  that  if 
they  had  the  power  in  their  hands  to  enforce  their  autho- 
rity, a  Star-chamber  would  be  erected  to  harass  those  who 
might  differ  in  opinion  from  them,  or  might  make  any 
attempts,  by  future  applications  to  the  throne,  for  a  redress 
of  their  grievances,  for  we  are  told  that  all  meetings  are 
illegal,  by  martial  law.  The  new  arrangements  of  Gov- 
ernment, under  the  Qucbeck  Bill,  met  with  a  general  dis- 
approbation. Not  to  mention  the  English  inhabitants, 
(who  coidd  not  but  dislike  it,  as  it  was  totally  different 
from  what  tlicy  had  expected  and  applied  for,)  the  Cana- 
dians in  general  were  displeased  with  it,  and  declared  that 
it  was  not  at  their  desire  or  solicitation  that  it  was  passed  ; 
and  that  they  had  not  been  made  acquainted  with  the  peti- 
tion which  was  presented  to  the  King  from  a  few  i)ersons 
in  the  Province,  and  was  made  the  gromid  of  passing  it. 
They  said  that  the  persons  who  had  signed  that  petition 
consisted  principally  of  their  ancient  oppressors,  their 
noblesse,  who  wanted  nothing  more  than,  as  formerly,  to 
domineer  over  them  ;  and  they  exclaimed  against  them 
bitterly  on  that  account,  but  intimated  that  they  had  better 
take  care  of  themselves,  and  not  be  too  forward  to  jiut  their 
intentions  into  execution.  The  lawyers  and  notaries,  and 
such  of  the  citizens  as  had  been  induced  to  sign  that  petition, 
(or  rather  had  been  afraid  to  refuse  to  sign  it,  for  fear  of 
being  pointed  at  by  the  friends  to  such  measures,)  almost 
unanimously  declared  their  disapprobation  and  dislike  of 
the  act  of  Parliament,  more  especially  when  the  appoint- 
ments of  the  members  of  the  new  Council  came  to  be 
made,  and  it  was  found  that  none  but  the  noblesse,  or  those 
who  had  the  cioix  de  Saint  Louis,  were  ajipointed  to  it, 
without  a  single  person  taken  from  the  commercial  part  of 
the  French  inhabitants  of  the  Province.  This,  with  the 
giving  half-pay  to  a  set  of  French  officers  who  had  served 
on  a  balton  expedition  against  the  Indians  in  General 
Murray's  time,  and  the  appointment  of  Monsieur  De  Rou- 
viUe  for  one  of  the  Judges  at  Montreal,  and  of  Claude 
Panet  for  (^nebeck,  (who  has  his  dose  every  day  before 
twelve  o'clock,)  with  salaries,  as  it  is  given  out,  of  seven 
hundred  Pounds  a  year  each  ;  and,  in  short,  the  wantonly 
and  profusely  inventing  places  for  creatures  and  syco- 
phants, with  which  the  Governour  was  continually  sur- 
rounded, has  given  great  disgust.  It  is,  indeed,  alarming 
to  think  how-  all  this  money  was  to  be  raised.  A  very  little 
matter  would  have  induced  the  Canadians  to  unite  in  a 
body  to  petition  for  a  repeal  of  the  act.  But  no  one  cared 
to  stop  forth  and  set  forward  any  measme  of  that  kind, 
through  the  fear  of  the  ill  treatment  which  they  might  be 
made  to  suffer  in  consequence  of  having  done  so,  now 
that  the  Governour's  authoiity  is  so  extensive,  and  partly 
through  the  hope  that  we  continually  entertained  of  hear- 
ing from  England  of  tlie  repeal  or  amendment  of  it.  Pe- 
ter Panet,  of  Montreal,  (who  is  a  brother  to  the  other,  but 
quite  another  sort  of  man,)  had  every  reason  to  expect  to 
be  made  a  Judge,  if  any  of  the  French  were  to  be  made 
so.  He  is  really  very  clever,  and  had  been  Clerk  to  the 
Court  of  Captains  of  the  Rlilitia  immediately  after  the  con- 
quest of  the  Country,  or,  one  may  almost  say,  both  Clerk 
and  Chief  Judge;  and  he  certainly  ouglit,on  this  occasion, 
to  have  had  the  preference,  by  far,  to  Rouville.  Indeed, 
the  nomination  of  the  latter  to  this  ofljce  is  so  offensive  to 
the  Canadians  at  Montreal,  that  they  were  quite  exas- 
])ejat8d  at  it,  and  were  going  to  prefer  a  petition  to  the 
Governour  against  his  being  appointed  to  it.  But  the 
taking  of  Crown  Point,  and  the  subsequent  disturbances 
ill  the  Province,  put  a  stop  to  every  thing,  and  has  pre- 
vented any  part  of  the  act  from  taking  place. 

Note. — By  this  letter,  ns  Wfll  ns  by  other  accounts  received  from 
Queherk,  it  may  bo  observed  that  the  temper  of  the  now  Government  is 
60  very  arbitrary,  tint  the  right  of  petitiniiin!;  the  C'lown  for  redress  of 
grievances,  is  not  allowed  to  the  inhabitunts  of  that  unhappy  Province. 


Queljcck,  November  'J,  177:.. 

The  Canadian  inhabitants  of  this  Province  openly  avow 
their  affection  to  the  English  manners  and  customs,  and 
declare  that  they  never  wish  to  live  more  quiet  or  more 
happy  than  they  have  done  since  the  commencement  of 
the  Civil  Government.  Indeed,  it  is  surprising  to  see  how 
much  they  have  flourished  and  increased  in  riches  within 
these  few  years,  by  meeting  with  so  good  a  market  for 
their  produce.  This  is  owing  to  the  great  spirit  of  specu- 
lation-trade that  prevails  amongst  the  English  merchants 
here  and  their  friends  at  home,  and  cannot,  in  any  degree, 
be  attributed  to  the  French  merchants,  who  have  nothing 
of  the  spirit  of  trade  in  them.  This  flourishing  state  of 
the  Province,  since  the  establishment  of  the  English  laws 
in  it,  makes  the  Canadians  fond  of  those  laws,  and  desi- 
rous of  their  continuance,  and  numberless  are  the  proofs 
that  might  be  given  of  their  preferring  them  to  the  French 
laws  by  which  they  were  formerly  governed,  were  it  not 
for  the  artifices  of  a  very  few  persons,  the  noblesse  of  the 
Province,  who,  by  having  gained  the  support  and  assist- 
ance of  Government,  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  disguise 
the  truth,  and  to  prevent  an  union  between  the  old  and 
new  subjects  in  making  applications  to  the  Throne  to  obtain 
a  settlement  of  the  Province  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
English  law.  When  any  strangers  from  England  have 
come  to  these  parts  by  way  of  curiosity,  who,  on  their 
return,  might  have  represented  things  in  a  true  light,  they 
iiave  been  kept  up  amongst  a  small  circle  of  people,  and 
have  hardly  ever  appeared  in  |iublick,  or  conversed  with 
the  people  at  large,  and  have  thereby  been  iirovented  horn 
getting  true  and  general  information  concerning  the  real 
state  of  the  Province,  and  the  sentiments  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. 

The  Canadians,  very  early  this  spring,  declared  that  the 
noblesse  had  no  manner  of  authority  o\er  them,  and  that 
even  their  seigniors  had  no  right  to  command  their  mili- 
tary service.  They  acknowledged  that  they  owed  them 
respect,  as  their  lords  of  the  manor;  but  they  insisted 
that  when  they  had  paid  them  their  rents,  and  all  their 
other  Just  dues,  together  with  certain  compliments  v/hich 
were  customary  at  dilferent  seasons,  they  owed  them  no- 
thing further,  and  were  not  bound  to  submit  to  any  power 
they  might  presume  to  exercise  over  them  ;  for  some  of 
the  seigniors  have  |)retended  to  some  authority  over  their 
tenants,  of  which  there  was  an  instance  in  the  seigniory 
called  La  Beaiice,  behind  Paint  Levi,  where  the  young 
seignior,  Monsieur  Taschcreau,  caused  one  of  his  tenants 
to  be  confined  for  refusing  to  march,  at  his  command, 
against  the  Provincials,  who  had  invaded  the  Province; 
but  he  soon  tliought  it  best  to  solicit  the  man's  release, 
and  did  not  afterwards  try  the  same  experiment  with  any 
other  of  them.  But  in  other  |)arts  of  the  Province,  seve- 
ral of  the  Canadians  have  been  threatened  with  the  same 
treatment,  if  they  did  not  obey  their  seignior's  order  to 
take  arms  for  the  defence  of  the  Province,  in  order  to 
fi'ighten  them  into  the  service;  but  it  has  had  the  contrary 
effect,  and  has  been  found  to  be  of  bad  consequence. 
Nothing  of  this  kind  had  appeared  before  tbn  (^ueljcck  B\]l 
jiassed.  But  the  strongest  verbal  proof  that  1  can  give 
you  of  the  dislike  of  the  Canadians  to  the  (-Ineheck  Bill, 
is  this:  Mr.  John  Thompson,  who  is  a  very  honest  man, 
told  me  yesterday,  that  lie  was  present  at  the  coftee-hoiise, 
at  Montreal,  when  ftlr.  Jamei  Finlaij,  of  tliat  place,  de- 
clared publickly,  that  the  Captain  of  the  French  Militia 
had,  in  his  ])resence,  told  Governour  Carleton,  "that  the 
Canadians  in  that  Town,  themselves  included,  would  not 
take  arms,  as  a  militia,  unless  his  Excellency  would  assure 
them,  on  his  honour,  that  he  would  use  his  utmost  endea- 
vours to  get  the  Queheck  Bill  repealed  ;"  and  that  he 
thereupon  |)romised  them  that  he  would  do  so.  But  now- 
all  these  considerations  are  at  an  end,  as  we  are  likely  to 
;  shortly. 


lave  new 


Queheck,  November  !),  1776. 

The  Governour's  reason  for  establishing  martial  law  in 
this  Province  was,  that  he  might  be  able,  by  means  of  that 
law,  (which  he  thought  would  authorize  him  so  to  do,)  to 
force  the  Canadians  to  take  arms.  But  he  has  entirely 
failed  of  success  in  this  attempt.  Indeed,  it  was  a  most 
ridiculous  attempt,  as  he  had  no  troops  at  hand  to  enforce 
his  authority  or  commands.     Great  threats  are  freqLieinl\ 
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thrown  out,  and  every  now  and  then  peoplu  are  put  undei- 
confinement  by  tlie  militia.  On  Sutunlaij,  the  -iblh  ol  Oc- 
tober,M[.John  Dyer  Mcrcier,as  he  was  going  into  the 
upper  Town,  was  htid  liold  of  by  the  Town  Sergeant,  and 
conducted  to  the  main  guard  and  there  confined,  and  his 
papers  were  seized  and  examined  merely  by  the  order  ot 
the  Lieutenant-Governour,  without  any  crime  or  accusa- 
tion alleged  against  him,  and  at  daybreak  the  next  morn- 
ing he  was  put  on  board  the  Hunter,  sloop-ol-war.  This 
was  very  alarming  to  the  citizens  of  Quebcck,  who  there- 
upon had  a  meeting,  and  appointed  three  of  their  number 
to  wait  on  the  Lieutenant-Governour,  to  know  the  cause  of 
so  remarkable  a  step.  He  made  answer,  "  that  he  had 
sufficient  reasons  for  what  he  had  done,  which  he  would 
communicate  when  and  lo  whom  he  should  think  proper." 
But  he  soon  thought  belter  of  it;  for  the  next  morning  he 
called  together  the  six  Captains  of  the  British  Mililia,  and 
communicated  to  them  one  or  more  intercepted  letters,  di- 
rected to  Mr.  Mcrcitr,  of  a  nature  that  was  sufficient  to 
warrant  his  being  secured  for  the  safety  of  the  Town.  But 
nothing  was  found  that  had  proceeded  from  him,  or  that 
could  serve  as  a  proof  to  convict  him  of  any  crime.  This 
communication  gave  a  good  deal  of  satisiaction.  It  is  a 
piece  of  justice  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  tlie  Province, 
10  say  that  those  of  them  who  have  taken  arms  for  the 
defence  of  the  Province  are  not  corrujited  in  their  tem- 
pers by  the  use  of  them,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  act  as  the 
instruments  of  arbitrary  power  over  their  fellow-citizens, 
but  rather  decline  being  so  employed.  Ol  this  we  had 
lately  a  remarkable  instance  at  Montreal;  for  Geneial  Pres- 
cott,  who  commands  at  Montreal,  having  thought  fit  to  place 
sentinels  at  the  fore  and  back  doors  of  Mr.  //  (il]:er'!  house, 
to  be  a  guard  upon  Mrs.  Halkcr,  (notwithstanding  her  hus- 
band is  no  longer  with  her,  but  a  prisoner  on  board  a  sloop- 
of-war,)  ordered  Pascal  Piller,  one  of  the  French  inhabi- 
tants of  Montreal,  who  had  taken  arms  for  the  defence  of 
the  City,  and  was  willing  lo  stand  sentry  in  his  turn  on 
the  walls,  to  oppose  the  enemy,  but  would  not  be  employed 
as  a  jailor,  to  watch  his  fellow-citizens,  but  would  sooner 
throw  down  his  arms,  though  they  were  his  own  jiroperty, 
and  let  those  persons  lake  ihem  who  would  consent  to  be 
so  employed 
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General  Prcscott,  unon  beiiii'lold  ol  tin 


louiiht 


proper  lo  drop  his  design  of  setting  a  guard  ujion  Mrs. 
Ilalker,  and  said  it  was  hardly  worth  while  to  walch  an 
old  woman.  This  certainly  does  honour  to  the  spirit  and 
temper  of  the  French  inhaljitaiits,  wlio  have  entered  into 
the  mililia  upon  this  occasion.  Shortly  after  this  affair,  we 
beard  tliat  Fort  Chumblij  was  taken,  with  eight  officers  and 
sixty  men.  Then  it  was  said  that  a  plan  was  formed  kix 
liencral  Carletnn  and  Colonel  i)/o(7to»  to  join  their  forces, 
and  march  to  the  relief  of  .SV.  John's  Fort.  It  was  given 
out  here  that  General  Carltlon  bad  fifteen  hundred  Cana- 
dians w  ilh  him.  Proper  signals  were  agreed  on,  and  Gen- 
eral Carktun  was  to  cross  over  the  River  St.  Lawrence, 
wiih  his  Army,  which  consisted,  first,  of  the  militia  of 
Montreal ;  and  secondly,  of  a  number  of  Canadians  that  he 
bad  with  him,  and  whom  he  had  maintained  for  some  time 
before  al  Montreal ;  and  thirdly,  a  few  troo|)S  that  he  had 
with  him,  who  might  amount  lo  about  one  hundred  men, 
and  who  vveie  lo  have  headed  the  Canadians ;  and  lastly, 
some  Indians.  They  accordingly  set  oil' from  Montreal  in 
high  spirits, and  attempted  to  cross  the  River  iY.  Laurence, 
and  land  at  Longeitil;  but  they  were  so  warmly  received 
by  the  Provincials  on  the  other  side  the  river,  that  they 
could  not  make  good  their  landing,  but  were  thrown  into 
great  confusion,  and  retired  with  precipilation.  Some  of 
them  ran  aground  on  an  island,  and  had  like  to  have 
perished,  but  were  saved  by  the  Aew-England  men.  Two 
Indians  were  killed,  and  two  more  taken  prisoners.  The 
next  express  informed  us,  that  upon  Colonel  Muclean''s 
parly  hearing  of  this  repulse,  his  Canadians  all  left  him, 
and  retired  to  their  homes.  And  the  night  before  last,  an 
express  brought  the  news  that  the  garrison  of  Fort  St. 
John's  had  capitulated,  being  starved  out,  and  were  all 
made  prisoners  of  war;  and  that  Montreal  was  invested, 
and  ils  communication  with  the  country  entirely  cut  off; 
and  that  ihe  Provincials  were  on  St.IIelen's  Island,  over 
against  the  Town,  and  were  there  erecting  a  battery  to  fire 
upon   it   in   case   they  shall   refuse  to  capitulate  ;   and   that 


Governour  Carleton  was  on  board  of  the  Fell,  an  armed 
snow. 

There  are  also  fifteen  hundred  Provincials  arrived  at 
Point  Levi.  We  have,  within  a  few  days  past,  heard  of 
their  a|)inoach,  and  our  guards  have  been  doubled  on  that 
account.  Our  fate  (at  least  for  some  time)  must  soon  be 
decided.  There  are  fifteen  Commissaries  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  ti.e  six  English  and  six  French  Captains  of  mi- 
litia, and  tlie  three  Judges.  Three  of  them  sit  every  day, 
to  examine  into  small  matters,  and  give  passes  to  all  the 
canoes  that  come  into  or  go  out  of  the  Town.  This,  with 
ihe  means  made  use  of  lo  get  Canadians  from  the  neigh- 
bouring country  lo  do  duty  in  Town,  has  so  intimidated 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  that  very  few  of  them  ven- 
ture lo  come  to  Town  ;  so  that  we  have  hardly  a  supply  of 
provisions  from  hand  to  mouth,  much  less  to  stand  out 
a  siege. 

P.  S.  Just  now  an  order  is  come  down  for  eight  men, 
from  each  of  the  six  Companies  of  the  British  Mililia,  to 
apjiear  on  the  parade  without  arms,  to  receive  one  shilling 
and  a  pint  of  porter  for  llie  business  they  were  to  do. 
Orders  are  also  given  for  a  party  of  the  Marines  to  be  on 
the  parade,  armed  ;  so  we  are  inclined  lo  judge  the  inten- 
tions of  our  Government  to  be,  lo  force  us  to  a  defence  o( 
the  Town,  and  sacrifice  our  lives  and  properties.  The  shil- 
ling and  pint  of  porter  are  supposed  to  be  considered  as 
King's  money,  to  enlist  us  and  subject  us  to  military  dis- 
ciijline.  The  Lord  protect  us  from  our  enemies  within 
and  without. 

Qucbtck,  Jsovembcr  9.  1775. 

Thcie  are  about  five  hundred  Provincials  arrived  on 
Point  Levi,  oiiiiosite  to  the  Town,  by  the  way  of  Chait- 
diere,  across  the  woods.  Surely  a  miracle  must  have  been 
wrought  in  their  favour.  It  is  an  undertaking  above  the 
common  race  of  men,  in  this  debauched  age.  They  have 
travelled  through  woods  and  bogs,  and  over  precipices,  for 
the  space  of  one  hundi-ed  and  twenty  miles,  attended  with 
every  inconvenience  and  difficulty,  lo  be  surmounted  only 
by  men  of  indefatigable  zeal  and  industry. 

General  Carletoii  is  gone  to  Qiicbeck,  but  the  Province 
is  against  him.  The  Quebeck  Act  has  displeased  nine- 
lenths  of  the  inhabitants.  Accustomed  as  they  have  been 
to  absolute  Government,  they  abhor  tyrann)'  under  the  pre- 
tence and  mask  of  law.  Lord  Mansfcld  is  said  to  have 
been  the  author  of  this  bill.  The  present  Ministers  must 
long  since  have  abandoned  their  posts,  if  he  had  not  been 
their  adviser.  In  the  summer,  the  King  was  told  he  was 
reduced  lo  this  alternative:  he  must  part  with  his  Minis- 
ters or  his  Colonies.  He  has  made  his  choice.  He  has 
ke|)t  his  ftlinisteis,  and  lost  America. 


^Ti:rm:N  movi.an  to  Jonathan  glover. 

Cambridge,  November  9,  177.'i 

Sir  :  1  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  inform  yon 
that  it  is  his  opinion  that  those  persons  who  belong  to  the 
two  schooners,  sent  \\i\o Marbhhead,  be  discharged,  on  con- 
dition they  can  get  bondsmen  for  their  not  leaving  iU«ri/c- 
ficad,  and  such  a  district  about  it  as  to  you  will  seem 
proper,  lest  they  give  information  to  the  enemy  of  the  des- 
tination of  Cajttains  Broughton  and  Selman.  These  per- 
sons to  be  well  looked  after.  As  to  the  schooners,  you 
will  have  them  carefully  laid  up,  with  what  unperishable 
articles  may  be  on  board.  As  to  the  sloop  brought  in  by 
Captain  Manly,  it  is  the  (Jcnerars  orders  ihat  you  dispose 
of  the  wood,  &c.,  on  board,  on  the  best  teims,  and  lay  the 
vessel  up  until  we  can  determine  whether  she  is  totally  a 
prize,  or  oidy  a  retaken  vessel. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Stephen  Moyi.an,  See. pro  tern. 
ToJonalhan  (Hover,  Esii.,  Marbhhead. 

lUlllEKT    H.    HARRISON   TO   JONATHAN    GLOVER. 

(^imbridge,  November  9,  1775. 

Sir  :  There  are  many  transports  from  Fnglnnd  and  Ire- 
land, arriving  every  day  at  Boston.  Should  any  of  the 
armed  vessels  be  in  your  port,  you  will  please  to  order 
them  out  to  sea  iimncdialely.      Every  hour  they  remain  in 
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port  may  be  a   loss  to  them  of  a  j^ooci   prize.      Please  to 
communicate  tins  to  such  Ca|)taiii  or  Captains  as  may  he 
witli  you,  being  wrote  by  order  of  liis  Excellency. 
1  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Robert  H.  [Luuusoti,  yliil-dc-Camp. 
To  Jonalhan  Glover,  Esq.,  Marblchead. 

[The  same  to  Willunn  Da, Hell,  lOsq.,  ISrvcHi/;    to  ( ■oloiiol  Joshua 
Weill wurlh,  Porlsmoulh;    iind  to  Wdliani  Walsuii,  E^,,.,  I'l^inoul/i.] 


WILLIAJI   BARTI.F.TT   TO   GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Boverly,  Novi-mbcr  9,  1775. 

Sir:  These  are  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  yester- 
day a  small  boat,  with  about  lil'teen  men,  went  out  of  tliis 
harbour,  and  took  a  schooner,  from  Ireland,  loaded  with 
beef,  pork,  butter,  &ic.  As  your  Excellency  approved  of  my 
conduct  with  regard  to  llie  other  prize,  the  North-Brilon, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  proceed  in  the  same  manner; 
therefore,  when  she  came  in,  I  made  a  demand  of  the 
papers,  &,c.,  but  the  people  refused  mc.  As  I  am  willing 
and  desirous  to  live  in  peace  with  all  men,  should  be  ex- 
tremely glad  if  your  Excellency  would  give  me  some  par- 
ticular directions  with  regard  to  such  ves'-els ;  for  if  I  have 
no  power  to  make  such  demands,  I  make  myself  appear 
ridiculous  to  the  eye  of  the  world,  which  is  far  from  being 
my  desire. 

1  shall  forward  to  your  Excellency,  as  soon  as  possible, 
the  goods  found  on  board  iha  North- Briton ;  and  am  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

\Vll.LlAH   BaUTI.P.TT. 

To  General  fVashi/irrlon. 


address  of  the  noblemen,  etc.,  of  the  county  of 

FIFE. 

Address  of  the  Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  and  Freeholders 
of  the  Cotuity  oi'  Fife,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of  SiilJh/k, 
one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and 
])resenled  to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King\s  Most  Excellent  Mojcstij. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Noblemen,    (icntlemen,   and 

Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Fife. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  tiie 
Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  and  Freeholders  ol'  the  County  of 
Fife,  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  the  throne,  witli  the 
strongest  assurances  of  our  firm  attachment  and  warmest 
affection  to  your  Majesty's  royal  person  and  family,  and  of 
our  zeal  for  the  honour  of  your  crown  and  the  dignity  of 
Great  Britain. 

Sensible  of  the  many  blessings  which  your  Majesty's 
mild  and  auspicious  Government  has  diffused  over  every 
part  of  your  Dominions,  it  is  with  the  greatest  concern 
we  observe  the  conduct  of  your  Colonies  in  America, 
who  are  now  engaged  in  the  most  open  acts  of  rebellion 
against  your  Majesty's  Government,  as  well  as  of  these 
turbulent  and  factious  men,  who  have  endeavoured  to 
alienate  the  minds  of  your  subjects  from  their  just  and  true 
allegiance,  and  by  whose  means  this  rebellion  has  been 
chielly  promoted  and  encouraged.  We  therefore  beg  leave, 
in  the  most  dutiful  manner,  to  assure  your  Majesty  that 
we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  be  ready  to  support 
your  Majesty,  the  honour  and  dignity  of  your  crown,  and 
the  authority  of  the  British  Legislature,  in  defence  of  our 
valuable  Constitution. 

While  we  lament  the  folly  of  your  Majesty's  deluded 
subjects  in  the  Colonies,  we  cannot  but  admire  the  gracious 
declaration  your  i\!ajesty  was  pleased  to  make  from  the 
throne,  of  your  being  willing  to  receive  them  with  tender- 
ness and  mercy,  when  they  become  sensible  of  their  errour  ; 
and  express  our  most  fervent  wishes  that  they  may  soon 
avail  themselves  of  your  Majesty's  clemency,  so  that  peace 
and  tranquillity  may  be  restored  to  all  your  Dominions. 

That  your  Majesty's  reign  may  be  long  and  prosperous, 
over  a  free,  a  happy,  and  a  grateful  people,  sensible  of  the 
many  blessings  they  enjoy  under  the  Government  of  the 
best  of  Sovereigns,  is  the  earnest  wish  and  prayer  of  us, 
your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  affectionate  subjects. 

Signed  in  our  name,  and  at  our  appointment,  by 

Leven,  Prases. 

CuiKir,  NoveMiber  10,  1775. 


ADDRESS     OF    TIIE     HIGH     SHERIFF,    ETC.,    OF    THE     COUNTV 
OF    DUBLIN. 

Address  of  the  High  Sheriff  and  Grand  Jury  of  the 
County  of  Duhlin,  transmitted  by  his  Excellency  the  Earl 
Harcourt,  Lord  Lieutenant  o(  Ireland,  to  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Lord  Viscount  IVeymouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  presentefl  to  His  Ma- 
jesty. 

To  the  Kings  Must  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  High  Sheriff  and  Grand  Jury 

of  the  County  of  Dublin. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
High  Sheriff  and  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Dublin, 
sensible  of  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy  under  your  Ma- 
jesty's mild  and  just  Government,  feel  ourselves,  at  this 
time,  iudis|)ensably  called  upon  to  express  our  abhorrence 
ot  the  unnatural  rebellion  existing  in  a  part  of  your.^me- 
rican  Dominions,  and  our  highest  indignation  at  the  un- 
grateful revolt,  by  which  the  Government  ol'  the  best  oi' 
Kings  hath  been  for  some  time  tlisturbed  in  your  Majesty's 
Colonies. 

With  the  utmost  sincerity  and  zeal,  we  beg  leave  to  as- 
sure your  ftlajesty  of  our  inviolable  attachment  to  your 
sacred  person  and  Government,  which  we  are  determined 
to  support,  at  the  hazard  of  our  lives,  against  all  hostility 
to  your  royal  crown  and  dignity,  and  to  the  violated  lights 
of  tile  British  Empire. 

We  cannot  sufliciently  admire  the  temper  with  which 
your  Majesty  has  acted,  from  your  paternal  anxiety  to  pre- 
vent, as  long  as  possible,  the  calamities  wliich  are  insepa- 
rable from  a  state  of  war;  and  we,  with  ecjual  concern  and 
regret,  observe  that  the  resolutions  of  the  ii/7'?('sA  Parlia- 
ment, breathing  moderation  and  forbearance,  have  produced 
no  other  effect  on  the  deluded  minds  of  the  disobedient 
part  of  your  American  subjects,  than  usurpation  and  re- 
bellion. 

We  find  that  the  rebellious  war,  now  levied  in  America, 
hath  not  been  confined  in  its  objects  to  Great  Britain;  for 
it  appears,  in  several  of  the  American  Resolutions,  that 
their  resentments  are  also  directed  to  the  trade  of  this 
Kingdom  ;  and  we  glory  in  being  considered,  even  by  those 
who  injure  us,  as  united  with  Great  Britain,  against  all  the 
universe,  and  as  devoted  to  your  Majesty  against  every 
enemy  upon  earth. 

By  your  Majesty's  arms  was  preserved  the  very  exist- 
ence of  this  ungrateful  peoj)le  ;  by  the  courage  and  disci- 
pline of  your  troops  were  they  saved  from  the  imjjending 
danger  of  a  powerful,  and,  till  then,  victorious  foe.  Ire- 
land shared  in  that  triumph  ;  and  we  iiusi  Ireland  fervently 
wishes  to  see  accomplished  the  glorious  task  of  restoring 
to  iheAtnericans  that  liberty  which  is  consistent  with  the 
laws  of  the  Empire,  anil  those  comforts  of  life  which  inte- 
rested and  desperate  agitators,  with  merciless  perseverance, 
instigate  them  to  forfeit. 

'Tis  indeed  to  be  lamented  they  should  still  listen  to 
these  restless  deluders,  who,  whilst  they  affect  to  deprecate 
the  effusion  of  blood,  call  for  the  shedding  of  it ;  and  wlio, 
by  efforts  as  unavailing  as  unwarrantable,  urge  on  the  de- 
struction of  those  whom  the  whole  power  of  your  Majes- 
ty's insulted  Dominions  are  happily  combined  to  subdue. 

We  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  your  Majesty's  con- 
cern for  our  commercial  advancement,  upon  which  our 
prosperity  and  happiness  so  exceedingly  dejjend  ;  and  we 
trust  to  your  Majesty's  distinguished  firmness  and  wisdom, 
to  support  the  dignity,  maintain  the  rights,  uphold  the  Con- 
stitution, and  restore  the  tranquillity  of  the  British  Em- 
pire. 

Thomas  Kennan,  John  Gilmer, 

Sheriff:         Nic.  English, 
Henry  L.  Luttrell,      Hugh  Bowen, 
Foreman.      Patrick  King, 
Richard  Morgan,  Charles  Hamilton, 

Richard  Trench,  William  Kean, 

Charles  Eustace,  William  Evans, 

Joseph  Serr,  Charles  King, 

Richard  Underwood,  Benjamin  Houghton, 
Henry  Archdale,  B.  Connor, 

W.  Hawkins,  Ulster,        W.  Leaver. 
George  Nixon, 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  AND  PARISH  OF  SOUTHMOLTON. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Capital  Burgesses,  Common 
Councilinen,  and  Tonn  Clerk  of  the  Borough  and  Parish 
of  Soulhmolton,  in  the  County  of  Devon,  presented  to  His 
Majesty  by  Charles  fVarwick  Bnmpfijlde,  Esq.,^one  of  tlie 
Rejiresentatives  in  Parliament  for  the  City  oi'  Exeter. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the   Mayor,  Capital  Burgesses, 

Common  Councilmtn,  and  Town  Clerk  of  the  Borough 

and  Parish  o/Southmolton,  in  the  County  of  Devon. 
May  it  please  your  Majesty  : 

At  a  time  when  one  part  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions 
is  in  actual  rebellion,  which,  there  is  too  much  cause  to 
think,  hath  been  excited  and  i'oniented  by  ill-disposed  peo- 
ple in  another  part  of  them,  silence  in  any  man  or  botly 
of  men,  who  profess  themselves  well  aliected  to  your 
Majesty  and  the  Constitution,  would  betray  a  justly  and 
reprehensible  inattention  in  a  matter  of  so  great  import- 
ance. 

I'ermit,  therefore,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  your  Ma- 
jesty's most  faithful  and  dutiful  subjects,  the  Mayor,  Capi- 
tal Burgesses,  Common  Couucilmen,  and  Town  Clerk  of 
your  Borough  and  Parish  of  Soutlimollon,  in  the  County 
of  Devon,  to  join  the  rest  of  your  Majesty's  loyal  subjects 
in  expressing  our  warmest  zeal  and  attachment  to  your  .Ma- 
jesty's person  and  Government,  to  testify  in  the  best  man- 
ner we  at  present  can,  our  sense  of,  and  gratitude  for,  the 
many  blessings  we  derive,  under  Divine  Providence,  from 
your  Majesty  ;  and  to  declai-e  oin-  utter  disapprobation  and 
abhorrence  of  those  principles  which  at  first  occasioned 
and  have  since  promoted  those  troubles  and  disturbances 
which  now  ]irevail  in  America. 

We  most  heartily  wish  that  this  deluded  people  may 
soon  see  their  errour,  and  return  to  their  duly. 

Siiould  they,  however,  still  peisist  in  their  obstinacy 
and  disobedience,  we  entirely  conlkle  in  yotn-  Majesty's 
wistlom  and  goodness,  for  taking  such  measures  as  will 
eflectually  secure  obedience  to  the  supreme  authority  in 
and  from  all  parts  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions. 

And  we  beg  leave  to  assui-e  your  Majesty  that  we  will 
cheerfully  contribute  every  thing  in  our  power  towards  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  that  authority,  as  I'ar  as  our 
influence  extends.  And  we  will  use  our  utmost  efforts  to 
discourage  and  prevent  any  tendency  to  disalFection  or 
disregard  for  your  Majesty's  and  our  valuable  Constitution  ; 
and  upon  all  occasions  endeavour  to  approve  ourselves 
your  Majesty's  most  faithful,  dutiful,  and  loyal  subjects. 

Given  under  our  common  seal,  at  the  Guildhall  of  the 
said  Borough  and  Parish,  this  tenth  day  o(  Xovembcr,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

Signed  by  order,  and  with  the  concurrence  of 

John  Starland.  Town  Clerk. 


N K  W -  V 0  R K   C  O  M  .M  ITTi;  E . 

Frill  ly,  X.ivr-nili::-r  10.  177.-.. 
The  Comniillee  met.   Present:  Jv/in  Broonu,  Chairman, 
and  thirty-five  Members. 

The  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  superintend  the  Elec- 
tion for  Deputies  to  represent  the  City  and  County  of 
^'eu'-York\n  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony  of  lYc/c- 
York,  delivered  in  their  Report;  which,  being  read,  was 
unanimously  approved  of,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  General  Committee,  we, 
the  subscribers,  superintended  the  Poll  taken  this  day  at  the 
City  Hall,  for  the  election  of  Deputies  to  represent  this 
City  and  County  in  the  ensuing  Provincial  Congress;  and 
do  hereby  certify,  that  the  following  twenty-one  Gentle- 
men were  chosen  by  a  great  majority,  viz: 

Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Jacobus  \'an  Z'.tndt, 

Cornelius  Cloppcr,  .fohn  Morton. 

Alexander  McDougall,  Isaac  Siurs. 

Joseph  Hallct,  John  Ray, 

Thomas  Smith,  Thiodorus  Van  ff'yck, 

Abraham  Brasher,  Anthony  Rutgers, 

Isaac  Roosevelt,  .fohn  Iinlay, 

James  Bcekman,  Gabriel  II  .  Ludlou-. 

Benjamin  Kissam,  Benjamin  Ihlme. 

Joint  M.  Scott,  Comfort  Sands.  ' 

John   I'an  Cortland t. 


And  we  do  further  certify,  that  the  electors,  at  the  saipe 
time,  did  constitute  any  seven  of  the  furementioned  per- 
sons to  be  a  quorum. 

Robert  Ray,  John  Broome, 

Evert  Bancker,    John  Imlay. 
Daniel  Phenix, 
N.«-York,  November  7,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  deliver 
a  certified  copy  of  the  aforegoing  Report  to  one  of  the  De- 
puties chosen  to  represent  this  City  and  Coimly  in  the  en- 
suing Provincial  Congress. 

Joseph  Mount,  master  of  the  Sloop  Ji'anton,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  called  in,  and  informed  this  Comiriittee 
that  he  was  bound  to  sea  in  the  said  Sloop,  and  applied 
for  leave  to  lake  on  board  Stores  and  Provisions  for  a 
captain,  mate,  seven  seamen,  a  boy,  and  one  |)assenger, 
for  eighteen  months,  agreeable  to  the  following  estimation, 
viz :  fifty-six  barrels  of  Beef  and  Pork,  eighteen  and  a 
half  tierces  Bread,  eighteen  barrels  Flour,  ten  barrels 
Pea=,  thirty  dozen  Poidlry,  twenty  bushels  Corn,  fifteen 
small  Pigs,  ten  barrels  Potatoes,  ten  barrels  Apples,  thirty- 
five  hogsheads  Water,  one  quarter-cask  Wine,  twenty  dozen 
York  Porter,  two  barrels  Rum,  and  small  Stores. 

The  Committee  having  taken  the  said  application  into 
consideration,  aie  of  opinion,  that  the  request  of  Joseph 
Mmint  is  unreasonable;  and,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  .said  Joseph  Mount  be  not  permit- 
ted to  take  on  board  any  more  than  the  following  Stores 
and  Provisions,  viz:  Bread,  one  thousand  and  eighty 
pounds;  Beef  and  Pork,  ten  barrels;  Flour,  two  barrels; 
Peas,  one  bariel ;  Poultry,  four  dozen  ;  Corn,  six  bushels  ; 
three  Hogs;  Potatoes,  tv\o  barrels;  Apples,  two  barrels  ; 
^Vater,  two  hogsheads;  Wine,  six  dozen;  Porter,  six 
dozen  ;  Rum,  one  barrel. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Mount  apply  to  Messrs.  Bay 
and  Bancker,  the  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  give  a  per- 
mission to  JMasters  of  Vessels  relative  to  Stores  and  Pro- 
visions. 

IMessrs.  Dennis,  Lott,  and  Burling,  the  Sub-Conmiittee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Thomas  Pratt, 
relative  to  his  having  made  some  imprudent  expressions 
of  bis  determination  to  set  fire  to  this  City,  if  Troops 
shoidd  arrive,  reported,  that  they  had  waited  on  Mr.  Jar- 
vis,  one  of  Mr.  French's  evidences  against  Mr.  Pratt,  who 
gave  them  such  information  as  convinced  them  thai  Mr. 
Pratt  had  no  intention  wantonly  or  maliciously  to  set  fire 
to  or  destroy  the  houses  or  property  of  any  of  the  Inha- 
bitants of  this  City. 

Thereupon, Or(/tre(/,  Tliat  the  complaint  oCSly. French, 
against  Mr.  Pratt,  be  dismissed. 

The  Sub-Committee  ajipointed  by  the  General  Com- 
mittee to  consider  of  a  mode  for  employing  the  Industrious 
Poor  of  this  City,  and  promoting  ^-Jmc/'/tv^n  Manufactures, 
report  the  following  plan,  already  adopted  liy  one  of  our 
neighbouring  Colonies,  as  the  most  eligible,  and  with  some 
small  alteration  the  best  adapted  to  answer  the  purpose  of 
their  appointment,  subject  to  such  alteration  as  shall  be 
thought  necessary  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  subscri- 
bers : 

We,  the  subscribers,  being  deepl)'  impressed  with  a 
sense  of  our  present  difliculiies,  and  eainestly  solicitous, 
as  far  as  in  our  power,  to  support  the  freedom  and  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  our  Coimtry,  on  peaceable  and  con- 
.stitutional  principles,  and  well  knowing  how  much  the 
establishing  Manufactories  amongst  ourselves  would  contii- 
bute  thereto,  besides  exciting  a  general  and  laudable  spirit 
of  industry  among  the  poor,  and  putting  the  means  of  sup- 
porting themselves  into  the  hands  of  many  who  at  present 
arc  a  publick  expense;  and  also  to  convince  the  publick 
that  our  Coimtry  is  not  unfavourable  to  the  establishing 
Manufactures,  do  agree  to  form  ourselves  into  a  Comjianv 
for  the  \ifomnUng  American  .Manufactories,  on  the  following 
principles,  sidjject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be 
hereafter  agreed  on. 

I.  That  Uie  Society  shall  be  called,  The  .Yfii-- Fori- So- 
ciety for  en)p!oying  the  Industrious  Poor,  and  Promoting 
Manufactory. 

II.  That  the  Comiiany  shall  continue  fur  three  whole 
years,  commencing  on  the  day  of  the  first  general  meet- 
inj:  of  the  subscribers. 
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SCHUYLEK  TO   fiOVKRNOUK  TRUMBLLL. 

'I'iconduroga,  November  10,  177:.. 

yscif  the   lionour  to  enclose  you  a  retuiii 


in.  That  a  single  share  in  the  Com|)any  be  fixed  at  ten  General  Committee,  is  unanimously  approved  of  as  proper 

Pounds;  but  that  every  subscriber  be  at  liberty  to  subscribe  to  be  recommended  to  the  consideration  of  the  Inhabitanls 

as  many  shares  as  they  think  proper,  and  shall  be  entitled  of  this  City  ;  and  that  two  persons  be  appointed  in  each 

to  their  pro|)ortion   of  the   profits  arising;  and  after  pay-  Ward  to  obtain  subscriptions.* 

inent   of  their   respective   subscriptions,   every  subscriber  

shall  be  entitled  to  a  vote  in  common  on  all  occasions,  and 
also  to  be  elected  to  any  oflice  belonging  to  the  Company  ;  genekai 

and  no  person  shall  be  intrusted  with  any  oflice  but  a  mem- 
ber thereof.  Sir:    I  do 

IV.  That  we  will  begin  with  the  manufacturing  of  wool-  of  the  prisoners  of  the  Seventh  and  Twenty-Sixth,  as  also 
lens,  linen,  cotton,  and  nails,  and  carry  on  the  same  to  the  of  those  of  the  Navy,  all  of  which  go  to  your  Government ; 
greatest  extent  and  advantage  our  stock  w  ill  admit  of,  dur-  and  I  have  ordered  Captain  Alott,  who  conducts  them,  to 
ing  the  three  years  aforesaid  ;  for  which  purpose  we  do  dis|)ose  of  them  as  your  Honour  shall  direct,  and  beg  you 
agree  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  will  send  your  orders  for  that  purpose  to  Canaan.  From 
hereafter  chosen,  one  moiety  of  full  one-half  of  each  of  IMajor  Preston,  and  the  oflicers  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Re- 
our  subscriptions,  within  one  week  after  the  first  general  giment,  I  have  experienced  the  most  polite  and  friendly 
meeting  of  the  subscribers,  and  the  other  moiety  within  attentions  when  I  was  a  stranger  and  a  traveller  in  ire/rt/u/. 
two  months  after  the  aforesaid  general  meeting  ;  all  which  A  return  of  good  offices  is  the  duty  of  every  honest  man; 
moneys,  paid  as  aforesaid,  together  with  all  the  profits  arising  and  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend  them  to  your 
from  the  manufactory,  shall  be  continued  as  Company  stock  Honour's  notice,  and  would  wish,  if  there  is  any  choice  in 
for  the  space  and  to  the  full  end  of  three  whole  years,  the  quarters  which  you  shall  destine  to  them,  that  theirs 
commencing  on  the  day  of  the  first  general  meeting  of  the  were  the  best,  which  I  shall  consider  as  a  particular  favoui' 
subscribers  aforesaid.  done  me. 

V.  That  the  general  meeting  of  the  subscribers  shall  be         lam   your   Honoiu's   most 
called  by  written  tickets,  within  one  week  after  two  Inm-  servant, 


dred  subscribers  are  obtained,  in  order  to  choose  by  ballot, 
for  the  first  year,  twelve  Managers,  a  Secretary,  and  Trea- 
surer ;  to  fix  the  time  of  the  annual  meeting  for  our  future 
elections,  and  to  do  all  other  matters  and  things  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  for  the  better  regulating  the  affairs  of 
the  Company. 

VI.  That  one-third  of  the  managers,  and  no  more,  be 
changed  annually  on  the  day  of  election,  by  re-electing 
eight  of  the  old  managers,  and  adding  four  new  to  their 


To  Governour  Trumbull. 


obedient  and   most  liumblr 
Philip  Schuvi.ek. 


Names  of  the   Officers,  Nun- Commissioned  Ufficers,  and 
Private  Men,  brought  Prisoners  from  Chambly. 
The  Hon.  Joseph  Stopford,  Major;    fVilliam  Godwin, 
Captain  of  Artillery;  John  Morrison,  John  Shuttleworth, 

Ebitson  Ilumer, Barringtoa,  Lieutenants  ;  Surgeon 

Huddleston;  Captain  Algec,  Navy  ;  McCullock,  Commis- 


number,  and  on  the  death  or  departure  of  the  City  and  its    sary-General  of  Provisions,  (^ueieci- 


Districts  of  any  manager,  for  the  space  of  three  calendar 
months,  the  other  managers  may  choose  another  in  his 
stead,  who  shall  be  considered  as  acting  in  the  room  of  the 
deceased  or  departed  manager. 

VII.  That  the  managers  carry  on  the  manufactory  agree- 
able to  the  rules  of  the  Company,  and  shall  have  the  whole 
direction  thereof,  and  shall  attend  tuo  by  two,  in  tmn,  every 
day  at  the  manufactory  store,  at  such  hours  as  they  shall 
agree  upon,  to  oversee  the  business,  draw  orders  on  the 
Treasurer,  and  give  the  necessary  directions. 

VIII.  That  the  Treasurer  shall  give  security  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  his  trust;  and  account  for  and  deliver  up 
to  his  successor  in  said  office  all  such  moneys,  books,  wii- 
tings,  and  effects,  as  shall  then  be  in  his  hands,  belonging 
to  the  Company,  at  such  times  as  the  managers,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  shall  direct  and  require  ;  which  security  the 
managers  are  hereby  required  to  see  duly  given,  executed, 
and  recorded  in  the  oflice  for  recording  of  deeds  for  the 
County  of  jVt'M'-  York,  before  any  such  Treasurer,  so  elect- 
ed, shall  enter  upon  his  said  oflice  ;  and  the  Treasurer  is 
hereby  enjoined  to  answer  no  order  but  such  as  shall  be 
signed  by  the  two  attending  managers  for  the  day,  as  afore- 
said, which  said  orders  shall  be  good  vouchers  to  indemnify 
him. 

IX.  That  a  state  of  the  manufactory,  and  of  the  Com- 
pany's accounts,  shall  be  fairly  made  out  at  the  end  of 
every  six  months,  and  kept  in  the  manufactory  store,  for 
the  inspection  of  the  members. 

X.  That  the  managers  shall  have  power  to  call  a  gen- 
eral meeting  as  often  as  they  shall  find  it  necessary  to  take 
the  advice  of  the  Company  in  any  affair,  or  to  lay  any 
proposal  or  matter  of  importance  before  them. 

XI.  That  after  the  first  general  meeting  of  the  subscri- 
bers, three  weeks'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting, 
in  one  of  the  newspapers,  shall  be  sufficient  to  call  a  gen- 
eral meeting  of  the  Company  ;  and  no  rule  nor  regulation 
shall  be  binding  on  the  Company,  but  such  as  shall  have 
received  the  approbation  of  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  at  a  general  meeting. 

Garret  Abeel,        TuEOPiiiLrs  Anthony, 
Co.MioBT  Sands,       Abraham  Lott, 
John  Woodward,     Patt.  Dennis.  ' 

John  Ramsay, 

The  foregoing  Report,  being  read  and  considered  in  the 
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Cajjtain  Arthi. 
Chambly. 


Hill  Brice,  with  his  servant,  left  sick 


Sergeant-Major  flood, 

Isaac  Piurce, 

Sergeant  quekett, 
Sergeant  Leaver, 

Peter  Ward, 

Thomas  Rylie, 

Sergeant  Gould, 

Joseph  Edwards, 

Sergeant  Taylor, 

Stephen  Lockin, 

Sergeant  Lomax, 

William  Powell, 

Sergeant  Keursley, 

John  Tcatc, 

Corporal  Atkins, 

John  Berry, 

Corporal  Jf'alker, 

James  flood, 

Corporal  McLeod, 

James  fVatham, 

Corporal  Mowat, 

Josiah  Duirmore, 

Corporal   JVhite, 

James  Neal, 

Corporal  Ewyens, 

Henry  Adams, 

Corporal  Jt'm.  Bradshaiv, 

Thomas  Richardson, 

Corporal  Rich.  Bradshau 

;  James  Murdoch, 

Coi-poral  Smith, 

Thomas  Shears, 

Robert  Ryre, 

Thomas  Tomlin. 

John  Smith, 

fVilliam  Kclley,' 

IVilliam  Such,  t>6tli  Reg' 

t.  Geor<:;e  Lang, 

James  Day,                " 

Oliver  Whiltle, 

Thos.  Humphreys,  " 

William  Downiui:. 

William  Ruston, 

.foltn  Smith, 

John  Dukins, 

Stephen  Mumford. 

Ifilliam  Roivden, 

John  Frazer, 

Thomas  Houghton, 

.John  Anderton, 

James  White, 

fVilliam  Hendrick, 

*  Mr.  Holt  :  It  gave  nic  pleastiri 

-.  to  sec  a  sclienio  in  j-our  Lst  pain  r, 

proposed  by  the  CoiiKnitln-  of  ihis 

;  City,  for  establishing  a  Lin<  n  af.d 

Woollen  Manuf,.  I..,  V.  Up    ui.nv 

of  which  is   so  obvious,  that  every 

friend  tohisCoiii. i      .  .  v. 

Lose  abilities  will  admit,  will  no  doutil. 

cheerfully  beeoi, ,>        ;il 

lie  scheme;  for  not  only  llie  nec<:.^- 

Bity  wew.ll  s i.        ,           .,,.,1 

lon  and  linen  clotli,  if  our  uiih..p|.v 

difftrr,.,.-^     ,   r    ..  •     1.    ■    :    /•.      ,,„ 

and  America  are  n,.!  -.i  .n     i ,:", 

seltle.l,    ...'    ■ 

i.inity,  ought  to  iiiii'i            ■■    i   r  :  \ 

schema.  ■ :    -    .:.■•■ 

II.  as  it  will  iiist.11,1   ,   :    i    ,  .,     ,.•, 

hinulre,!^  -i    m.    ■,.::.<      ..     ; i. 

who  are  at  presi  ui   m  v.  ':;,:  ..i    .... 

necessaries  of  l.l,' :    <,.■  ,     ...u!.;  tl,, 

■n  cheerfully  eat  the  bie.iii  of  iiiduL 

try,  and,  instead  ni'  l,.■ill^  ,.  Imnlri 

11  to  tlie   comnumity,  they  would  be 

of  infinite  servic-  i..   ili-ii-  ('..imiIi 

rv;  and  while  manv  of  our  hivtlirn, 

are  exposing  tli.-n   Lv.-  „,  M,|,|,..rt 

of  our   eivil    ;ind    r.'litrim:..  lilvvt-s 

they  would  be  n.MH.lU  .nipLi, ,  ,1 

111     pn.vi.l:   |./-    iS-ni     ,,  ,'    .     ,:    ..,.,,.  .  ,  , , 

clothing.    No   p,..- n,    .1    !..■   M, 

scheme;  fori  avn   .1.  il,;M  tin.  ' ', 

"lll!l>     '■'■■•    II.. i    ■ !.._          ■..,    ,    ,1- 

fully 


elucidated.  I 
,'ho  are  appointed  to  receive  subscriptions 
ifficnlty  in  speedily  raising  the  stipulated 
I  am,  yours,  Sic,  A  Friend  to 
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p     jp-.  John  Francisco,  Mons.  &umrm(/e,  absent.     Mons.  Jo/i/,  absent. 

rT!  wl'f.nn  'Edicnrd  Farrestal,  IMons.  Ln  Rondc,  absent.      Mons.  Lajoie,  absent. 

■n'l^:Tkinson,  John  BurcMcy,  Mons.  Duckency,  Mons.  Corlnn,  ab^nt 

Dankl  Smith  John  Isdiy,  Mons.  Srdahcry,  sick.  Mons.  Le  icire  dc  Bclfeu- 

7y<o..H"//,  Drum-Major.  J. /J7//J»so».Dmmmer.  ^\om.  Dtmmsaux,  ille  _ 

/oA«  1/i7/cr  ^'/«'«  T///orrf,  Mons.  La  Marque,  Mons.  Bo5«/7,  absent. 

George  Caton,  Donald  Sutherland,  Mons.  Foucher,  sick.  Mons.  iio«/««o-.T, 

Geor'ke  Bnllings,  William  Blakemj.  Mons.  Vincene,  Mons.  ^J/^.r, 

S«mw/  Gree/i  '^*°"^-  <^'^"""/'">  sick.  Mons.  /'oirjfr, 

'/  ■     h  Jeff  colt  ARTILLERY.  Uoni.  Skmith,  C?tpia\n  Samuel  McKay,  ah- 

'Thomas  Richardson,  Bombardier  /ioriour,  Mons.  (An,f/<6,-,  sick.  sent     to  A'nr-IVA-,    for 

Patrick  Sinnot  Thomas  Miles,  Mons.  (frasson,  C  adet,  ab-        fourteen   days,  by  Gene- 

Anthony  Shatford,  John  Brorrne,  sent  ral  .SVAw^cr's  leave;  from 

_/„/,„  Barber,  William  Folios.  Mons.  iJtrf/ssrmr,  absent.         thence  to  go  to  Lrenton. 

Officers, .'     ■     ■     _^  OFFICERS  of  militia. 

Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Privates,  -     78  Mons.  ./oa/Kcs  Harvieur,     Mons.  Bapt.  Ilarvitui, 

Women, '"',  absent,  leave  of  Gen.       ^\ous.  Mo//uin, 

Children, '     '^  Montgomery.  Mons.  Grisson  UAine. 

Total,        \m  

,  GENERAL   WASIllNnTON  TO  COLONEL  WILLIAM    WOODFORD. 

N.  B.  Two  women   and   one  child  cone  lo  St.  Johns.  CambrHl.re,  Novcmb^  10,  1775. 

J.  Stopford,  Major  Royal  Fusilcers.  ^^^^^  ^^^^  _   ^,^^_^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^,^^   ^g^,^  September  came 

0/r,ccrs  of  the  Royal  Fusileers  taken  at   St.  John's,  to  my  hands  on  /FefZ/ieWa;/ last,  through  i?04-<o«,  and  open, 

November  3,  1775.  as  you  may  suppose.     It  might  be  well  to  recollect  by 

Captain  AY»«rrn-  Lieutenant  Fc«coft,  whom  you  sent  it,  in  order  to  discover  if  there  has  not 

Cnamu  Newmarch,  Ueulennnl  Despcrd,  been  some  treachery  practised. 

Captain  Dundee  ■  left  sick  Lieutenant  Anstruther,  I  do  not  mean  to  natter  when  I  assure  you  that  1  highly 
at6V   John's   '                   Lieutenant /)»//>,  approve  of  your  appointment.    The  inexperience  you  corn- 
Captain  Hcsketh  ;  absent      Lieutenant  Hughes,  plain  of  is   a  common   case,  and  only  to  be  remedied   bv 
with  Gen  MoH^o-omerv's  Lieutenant  ^;»/n'e  ;    gone  practice  and  close  attention.     Ihe  best  general  advice  I 
]ya^,g                                         to  Montreal  as  Quarter-  can  give,  and  which  I  am  sure  you  stand  in  no  need  of,  is 
Cmam  Bainie                         master.  to  be  strict  in  your  discipline  ;  that  is,  to  require  nothing 
Lieutenant  Hay,                    Lieutenant  Campbell.  unreasonable  ol  your  officers  and  men,  but  see  that  what- 
-,         Tr                ri     J   ■     n  .  „i  P'„„;/^/,,-c  ev?r  is  required   be  punctually  complied  with.     Reward 
JoHx  KiNNEAR,  C«n<a»i  ito(/a/ rusi/ccjs.  ^  i  '  i-      .    i-  •.      -.i      . 
juH.^  ivniiicAn.,       I                J  ^^^j  p|^,|^|g|j  ey(.|.y  ,„an  according  to  his  merit,  without  par- 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  TWENTY-SIXTH  REGIMENT.  tiality  or  prejudice.    Hear  his  complaints.    If  well  founded, 

y[a\ox  Preston,  Lieutenant /^V/m«/io»,ab-  redress  thein;  if  otherwise,  discourage  them,  in  order  to 

Captain  G'o?Y/on,  absent.  sent  to  Neic-York,   for  prevent  frivolous  ones.      Discourage  vice  in  every  shape. 

Captain  Strons;,  fourteen  rUivs,  hv  Gene-  and  impress  upon  the  mind  of  every  man,  from  the  first  to 

Captain  StuaiV,  ral  Schui/lr?s  leave.  the  lowest,  the  importance  of  the  cause,  and  what  it  is  they 

Captain  Lm/c's^oTJ,  Lieutenant"  r»;)p,/V/o-f,  are  contending  for.     Forever  keep  in  view  the  necessity 

Lieutenant  Dunhunty,  ab-  Lieutenant  McDonald,  of  guarding  against  surprises.  In  all  your  marches,  at  times, 

ggpj  ■  Ensign  Wiliimrton,  at  least,  even  when  there  is  no  possible  danger,  move  with 

Lieutenant  J?oroH^/i,  abs't    Ensign  Thomas,  front,  rear,  and  Hank  guards,  that  they  may  be  familiarized 

to  New-  York,  for  four-  Ensign  Gordon,  to  the  use  ;  and  be  regular  in  your  encainpments,  appoint- 

teen  days,   by   General  Major  M//or,  absent.  ing  necessary  guards  for  the  security  of  your  camp.     In 

Schuyler's  leave.  Cajjtain  Robinson,  Royal  short,  whether  you  expect  an  enemy  or  not,  this  slsould  be 

Lieutenant  Thompson,  Emigrants.  '  practised;  otherwise  your  attempts  will  be  confused   and 

awkward  when  necessary.  Be  plain  and  precise  in  your 
OFFICERS  OF  THE  NAV\.  ordcis,  and  keep  copies  of  them  to  refer  to,  that  no  mis- 
Captain  i/u«<cr,  sent  with  General  i>io?i/-  takes  may  happen.  Be  easy  and  condescending  in  your 
Midshipman  Stanhope,  gomery's  leave.  deportment  to  your  officers,  but  not  too  familiar,  lest  you 
Captain's  Clerk,  Kcinpe,  Slii[)-Buil(ler,  Ca\n.Thomp-  subject  yourself  to  a  want  of  that  respect  which  is  neces- 
Surgeon  Sandon,  son,  absent  with  General  sary  to  support  a  proper  coiimiand.  These,  Sir,  not  be- 
Conmiissary  Morrison,  ab-  JMontgomery's  leave.  cause  I  think  you  need  the  advice,  but  because  you  have 
,.^., ,  .,.,„  been  condescending  enough  to  ask  it.  I  have   presumed  to 

OFFICERS  OF  ARTILLERY.  .  ^  '^    .  ' 

give  as  the  great  outlines  cl   your  conduct. 
Capt.  Lieutenant  Edward  Second  Lieutenant    Ihomas  p^^   ^^   ([,3    ,„.,n^,^i    exercise,   the  evolutions   and    ma- 

Williams,  of  Col.  Phi-        Abbott,  of  Capt.  Joneis  n^^j.^res  of  a  regiment,  with   other  knowledge   necessary 

lips's  Company,  absent        Company      absent     with  j,,  ^^^^  j.„|jier^  you  will  accpiire  them  from   those  authors 

with  ^  General   Muntgo-       General  3ionlgomery  s  „.|,„  ,,3^,^  ,,,^^,^,1  ^,^^„  ,1,^,^  snbjects,  among  whom  Bland 

wan/ i  leave.  leave.  ^  (the  newest  edition)  stands  foremost ;  also  an  f^sav  on  the 

First    Lieutenant  Jacob       John  Smith,oiLa]^l.Joness  ^,.^  of  War;   Instructions  for  OlHcers,  lateK'  published  at 

.Vf/((,/t/i,ofCapt../o/Ri^       Company,  absent  loAtw-  p/,iiaclclphia  :  the  Partisan:    Foi/wo-,  and  others. 
Company,  absent    with        lor/.-,  for  fourteen  days.  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  /FoorZ/'W;  and  that  everv  suc- 

General  MontgomeryS         with    General   Schuyler's  cess  may  aticnd  you  ui  this  glorious  strusgle,  is  the  sincere 

l'^^^'^*  leave.  j,i^j  ardc'iit  wi>h  ol',  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  humble  ser- 

Rcturn  of  the  French  Oftcers  taken  Prisoners  at  St.      vant,  G>:orce  Washington. 

John's,  November  .i,  1775. 
Mons.  Dc  Ucletrc,  Mons.  Tunnancour, 

Mons.  De  Longuellea,  Mons.  Deehanbaur,  stephf.n  movlan  to  the  general  colrt  of  MASsActir- 

Mons.  Montcsson,  Mons.  Chr.  St.  Ours,  setts-bav. 

Mons.  La  Mornndierc,        Mons.  Cruisy,  absent,  sick.  (/mibridjro,  Xovi'miior  10,  I77.'j. 

Mons.  Borcchervalle,  ab-    Mons. //er/e/.  Sir:    I    am   commanded    by    his    Excellency    General 

sent,  sick.  Mons.  Lomr/f/c/cJ/if, absent,       Washington  to  forward  papers  relative  lo  the  Sloop  Polly 

Mons.  Rnuville,  leave  of  Gen.  Montgo-        and  Schooner  Industri/,  with  the  Captains  and  sailors;  also, 

Mons.  .SV«?'///H,absent,sick.       mery.  Mr.  Jabiz    Hatch,   who   appears   to   be  a  noted   lorv,  and 

.Mon>.  Lotlnniere,  Mons.  Flcuremon,  is  owner  of  one   of  these  \e-,seU,  which  was  laken  by  on.i 
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of  the  armed  vessels  fitted  out  at  the  Continental  expense. 
You  will  please  to  return  these  papers  alter  you  have  ex- 
amined them,  and  the  honomable  Council  will  do  with  the 
prisoners  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper. 

His  Excellency  will  be  glad  to  see  the  papers  found  on 
board  the  schooner  from  Ireland.  Your  sending'  them  as 
soon  as  possible  will  oblige  him.  As  the  Geneial  Officers 
are  all  now  sitting  with  him,  he  will  be  pleased  to  commu- 
nicate to  them  their  contents. 

I  have  the  iionour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your 
most  humble  servant. 


The  Hon.  James  JVa 


S.  MoYLAN,  .Sec.  p.  t. 
Esq.,  Speaker,  &£c. 


STEPHEN    MOYLAN    TO  THE  COMMITTKE  OK    NEWBUUYPOHT. 

Caiiibri.lgo,  NovonibcT  10,  1775. 

Sir:  It  has  been  represented  to  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,  that  the  Indians  at  and  about  Penobscot  are 
in  great  want  of  powder;  and  that,  if  they  cannot  be  sup- 
plied by  us  with  some,  they  will  make  application  to  the 
enemy,  who,  no  doubt,  would  gladly  embrace  such  an  op- 
portunity of  making  them  tiieir  friends.  I  have  it,  there- 
fore, in  command  from  his  Excellency,  to  request  the  favour 
of  tlie  Committee  of  Safety  of  Newbury,  to  give,  for  the 
use  of  those  Indians,  two  barrels  out  of  their  stock,  which 
his  Excellency  will  replace,  if  it  is  not  done  by  the  legisla- 
tive body  of  tliis  Province. 

Captain  Jedediak  Frebh,  who  is  come  down  on  this 
errand,  will  receive  the  powder,  and  has  directions  not  to 
apply  it  to  any  but  the  use  intended.  Your  compliance 
with  this  request  will  be  gratefully  acknouleilged  by  his 
Excellency. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Stephen  Moylan. 
11.  IVtntworth,  E^q.,  Chairman,  &,c. 

COSMOPOLITAN,  NO.   111. 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Ameiucan  Colonics. 
Friends  and  Fellow-Citizens  : 

We  are  strangely  inattentive  to  the  events  of  past  ages. 
We  read  of  the  rise  of  Kingdoms  and  the  ruin  of  Em|)ires, 
together  with  the  causes  that  produced  them,  as  we  peruse 
the  fables  of  antiquity.  Never  giving  ourselves  the  trouble 
of  comparing  and  applying  former  occurrences,  which  are 
the  beacons  to  warn  posterity,  with  our  own  times,  we  turn 
over  a  few  pages,  are  pleasefl  with  the  tale,  close  the  book, 
and  the  impressions  die  away.  The  consequences  flowing 
from  certain  actions  are  much  the  same  in  all  ages.  We 
may  derive  knowledge,  through  the  channels  of  history, 
fi-oin  the  fountains  of  remote  time.  By  observing  the  be- 
haviour of  others,  we  gain  exjierience  for  our  own  conduct, 
and  are  taught  wliat  things  to  pursue  after,  and  what  to 
avoid.  It  is  likewise  not  uncommon,  when  the  thunder 
begins  to  rumble  at  a  near  distance,  when  the  political  at- 
mosphere is  black  and  gloomy,  when,  amidst  the  scenes  of 
war,  misery,  and  distress,  serious  pros[)ects  open  to  view, 
to  be  lost  in  the  contemplation  of  present  ditliculties,  and 
to  forget  the  origin,  progress,  and  those  links  in  the  chain 
which  have  led  to  such  tlireatening  calamities.  Tliis 
knowledge  is,  however,  necessary,  as  it  furnishes  materials 
of  immediate  utility.  I  must,  therefore,  my  dear  country- 
men, beg  your  full  recollection  of  the  hisloiical  sketch  in 
my  last,  and  your  equal  attention  to  the  contents  of  the 
present ;  that  by  comparing  the  intrigues,  oppressions, 
practices,  and  the  secret  progress  of  slavery  in  our  own 
State,  which  had  brought  it  to  totter  on  the  verge  of  de- 
struction, with  those  which  have  proved  fatal  to  the  free- 
dom of  others,  you  may  be  led  to  adore  the  goodness  of 
that  guardian  angel  who,  as  we  were  insensibly  gliding  into 
the  most  abject  state  of  humiliation,  has,  we  trust,  kindly 
snatched  us  from  the  jaws  of  ruin.  Being  no  courtier,  I 
shall  produce  you  the  materials  for  the  comparison  with 
freedom,  uninfluenced  by  private  i)ique  or  party  spirit ;  as 
a  descendant  of  one  who,  in  search  of  liberty,  found  it  in  a 
desert,  as  a  member  of  a  community  struggling  for  its 
rights,  I  shall  do  it  with  seriousness  and  becoming  sensi- 
bility. 

I  shall  take  the  JMassachusctts  Province,  onK  .  as  an  in- 


stance ;  not  only  because  the  stabs  she  received  were  the 
slabs  n(  America,  but  because  similar  oppressions,  manage- 
ment, and  arts  of  subjugation,  were  pursued  in  all  the  other 
Colonies. 

Taking,  then,  a   part  for  the  whole,   I   assert,  and  w 
prove  it,  that  America   has  been  trembling  under  the  re 
of  tyranny  for  several  years  ;  that  her  neck  has  been  galle 
by  the  yoke,  and  her  spirits,  for  a  time,  almost  subdued 
that   the  shackles  have   been    forged    and   put   upon    he 
hands  ;  and,  judging  of  what  was  to  come  from  what  we  fell 
had  they  been  riveted,  w^e  should   have  been  the  servant 
of  servants,  the  most  despicable  of  God's  creation.      I  as 
sert,  that  we  have  enjoyed  little  more  than  the  formalities, 
without  the   real  advantages  of  liberty  ;  that,   under  the 
habits  of  regularity,  real  anarchy,  confusion,  and  concealed 
tyranny,  had  made  an   amazing  progress.     This  is  the  ill- 
shaped  monster  into  which  our  Government  has  gradually 
been    forming.      The  cockatrice,   though   hatched    in  an 
earlier  period,  could  not  stretch  itself  until  nurtured  by  the 
fostering   hand  of  its  recent  nurses.     They  brooded  over 
it,  gave  it  genial  warmth,  and   made  it  a  brat  in  their  own 
likeness.      I  assert,  further,  as  matter  of  opinion,  that  the 
destruction  of  the  tea,  and   the  assumption  of  government 
into  the   hands  of  the   people,  was  the  happy  dawn  of  a 
bright  and  glorious  day  ;  that  at  this  instant,  notwithstand- 
ing fire  and  fagot  are  spreading  desolation  far  and  wide,  the 
western  world  is  now  in  blossom  ;  that  the  flames  that  have 
consumed  the  dwellings  of  our  countrymen  will  serve  only 
to  whet  up  the  edge  of  our  courage,  to  add  a  brilliancy  to 
our  sufferings,  light  up  the  lamps  of  fame;  and  that  the 
trump  of  renown,  in  the  mouths  of  revering  posterity,  will 
hail  us  the  bulwarks  of  general  liberty  and  the  friends  ol 
mankind.     Be  this  as  it  may,  one  thing  is  certain  :  that  a 
state  of  war,  that  the  consequences  of  independency,  that 
no  state  can  be  more  depressing  to  the  spirits  of  English- 
men, than  the  state  we  have  been  in  for  years  that  are 
past. 

Two  instances  may  show  how  a  dread  of  power  had 
blunted  the  ardour  of  an  Englishman  s  resolution.  When 
the  tool  of  a  Ministerial  despot,  from  the  wantonness  of 
revenge,  had  drove  the  Assembly  from  their  State-House 
in  Boston,  how  did  they  resent  the  gross  aff"ront  ?  They 
came  to  what  they  called  a  constitutional  stand  :  maintained 
their  ground  for  a  while,  and  then  (I  had  almost  said 
shamefully)  gave  it  up.  Britons,  upon  discovering  an 
arbitrary,  vindictive  display  of  prerogatives,  would  have 
returned  to  their  legal  and  usual  seat  of  residence,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  business. 

The  conduct  of  the  people  upon  the  surrender  of  the 
Castle,  that  important  fortress  erected  by  the  Province,  its 
defence  and  security,  must  be  imputed  either  to  an  affec- 
tionate scrupulosity  of  displeasing  the  Parent  State,  or  to 
such  sentiments  of  the  heart  as  I  blush  to  name.  In  Iionour 
to  my  countrymen,  I  hope  it  was  the  former.  But  no  one 
effectual  step  was  taken  to  recover  it  from  the  hands  of 
Ministerial  butchers.  It  is  true,  the  Assembly  addressed 
the  Justice  of  the  King,  by  a  dry  remonstrance.  It  might 
have  been  but  the  spirit  of  Englishmen,  had  we  addressed 
the  hearts  of  our  enemies  by  more  forcible  weapons,  and 
bound  the  traitorous  betrayer  of  his  Country's  rights  in 
fetters  of  iron,  and  packed  him  off  to  his  royal  master. 
This  perfidious  wretcli  has  since  dared  to  exidt  in  the  suc- 
cess of  his  treachery.  It  is  too  much  for  mortals  to  recol- 
lect. Horitm  7iieminissc  non  possum  sine  indignatione  qua- 
darn.     But  not  to  dwell  upon  particulars: 

Let  any  one  recollect  the  uninterru[ited  series  of  op|)ies- 
sions,  cruelty,  and  barbarity,  under  which  we  have  laboured, 
from  the  Grcnvillian  to  the  late  pitiful  exertions  of  the 
present  Minister,  and  he  must  confess  that  no  sorrows  for 
their  origin,  nature,  and  ciicumstances,  have  been  like  our 
sorrows.  He  must  confess  what  i  have  advanced,  that  wo 
have  suffered  all  the  horrours  of  slavery,  under  the  formal- 
ities of  a  free  Government.  1  say,  let  him  recollect,  for 
its  description  would  baffle  the  force  of  genius,  and  exceed 
the  boldest  flights  of  fancy.  On  this  subject  language  is 
barren,  and  imagination  wing-broken. 

While  the  wounds  we  had  received  from  the  Stamp  Act 
were  still  bleeding,  the  Revenue  Laws  fretted  the  sore,  and 
caused  it  to  gape  anew.  These  acts  were  the  designed 
criterions  of  British  authority.      Had  we  been  deceived. 


2  431                       CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  he,  NOVEMBER,  1775.  1432 

coaxed  iVlrrlnened,  or  forced  into  a  recognition  of  this  mon-  or  combinations  of  a  danj^erous  tendency,  that  these  five 
sirous  no\\er,  American  Uberty  would  have  been  gone  for-  words,  "by  authority  of  the  same,"  must  be  prosciibed 
ever  The  wise  and  the  virtuous  saw  this,  but  their  line  and  forever  struck  out,  shamefully  banished  the  code  of 
of  conduct  was  the  cold  line  of  prudence.  The  times  re-  ourProvincial  laws?  Was  the  very  form  of  liberty  so  odious 
(luired  a  more  spirited  procedure.  But  men's  minds  were  in  the  eyes  of  the  "  best  of  Princes,"  that  the  most  obse- 
formin"  for  somethincr  future.  The  period  is  now  arrived,  quious  of  his  subjects  could  not  be  indulged  with  its  mere 
While  our  chair,  as  to^the  purposes  of  doing  good,  was  filled  shadow?  1  say  shadow — 1  blush  for  my  countrymen — 1 
with  a  mere  machine,  wheeled  about  by  Ministerial  agen-  speak  it  with  indignation,  nothing  else  remained.  I  beg 
cy,  whose  hands  were  tied  up  and  formed  for  mischief  by  pardon  for  being  ludicrous  upon  a  subject  so  melancholy, 
soufht-for  instructions,  the  people  were  sinking  under  the  1  feel  a  sacred  loyalty  for  Kin<;s  and  the  Representatives 
capricious  weight  of  the  same  authority.  While  our  of  Majesty,  hut  the  transaction  merits  consummate  con- 
Board  had  become  the  simple  skeletons  of  jiower,  without  tempt. 

nerves  or  sinews,  and,  in  some  of  its  hebdomadal  sessions,  Other  badges,  or  rather  effects  of  slavery,  were  the  un- 
tools  to  the  duped,  our  House  was  a  well  formed  mass  of  constitutional  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  its  twin  sister, 
matter,  with  feveiish  pulses,  but  without  real  strength  or  the  Court  of  Admiralty.     These  two  hopeful  children  of 
energy.     It  was  wearied,  dragooned,  dogged,  and  harassed  oppression  have  been  constantly  merchandising  in  cruelty, 
into  unworthy  compliances.     I  do  not  nrention  it  as  matter  knavery,  injustice,  and   bribery.      However   black  these 
of  blame,  hut  a  subject  of  pity.    It  struggled  to  the  utmost ;  charges   may  seem,  they  can   be  proved  by  evidence  and 
what  could  it  do?     Its  greatest  merit  was  to  bear  grace-  supported  by  arguments.     The  former  of  these  monsters 
fully  its  m-eatest  strength,  to  lay  still.    Our  misfortune  was  had  a  numerous  offspring,  without  property  or  sentiment, 
the  lault^'of  the  limes',  the  temper  of  the  day,  the  policy  of  pimps,  clerks,  and  tide-waiters,  wiio  rioted  on  the  spoils 
of  the  Continent.      How  could  it  be  otherwise,  when  the  of  the   people,  living  by   plunder  and   peculation.      The 
spirit  of  the  Continent  could  see,  as  it  did  see,  the  legisla-  latter,  rendered  despicable  to  an  odious  degree  by  some 
tive  authority  of  one  Colony  entirely  suspended,  and  the  extraordinary  decisions,  was  well  calculated  to  enslave  and 
Representatives  of  another  drove,  by  the  mouth  of  cannon  procure  submissions,  and,  by  its  expansions,  to  be  desiruc- 
and  the  |)oinls  of  bayonets,  from  their  usual  and  legal  place  tive  of  that  jewel  in  the  English  Constitution,  trial  by  juries, 
of  residence,  with  as  much   insignificancy  as  a  marching  The  egregious  violation  of  our  charter,  in  the  indepen- 
l)osse  of  regulars,  with  a  corporal  at  their  head,  crosses  dency  of  our  Governour,  was  completing  the  tragedy,  and 
a  green  ?     Thus  the  bare  badge  and  semblance  of  a  Gov-  productive  of  the  worst  of  evils.    This  opened  new  scenes. 
ernour,  with  all  the   pageantry  of  power,  and  a  band  of  Unchecked,  and  without  control  from  the  governed,  he 
mercenaries  at  his  het:U,  (those   curses  of  the  day,  and  assumed  airs,  prerogatives  wantoned  in  all  their  licentious 
scourges  of  mankind,)  bursted  the  sacred  bands  of  society  rigour,  power  grown   rampant,  opposition  ineffectual,  and 
asunder,  and  dried  up  the  sources  of  justice.    This  perver-  every  moving  popular  principle,  excejn  the  tongues  of  the 
sion  of  faith   has  been  the  arts  of  the  little  despots  of  the  oppressed,  was  sealed  in  silence.     Tlie  liberty  of  the  press 
dav.      Instructions  first  wrote  for,  and  tlien  made  the  pre-  was  basely,  was  infamously  attacked  by  this  dignified  bribed 
tence  for  opposing  every  attempt  in  the  Assembly  for  the  oppressor — a  privilege  ever  dear  to  Englishmen,  as  it  is 
-ood  of  their  consutuents.     The  interest  of  the  Goveinour  an  engine  fruiiAd  of  mighty  events,  in  battering  down  the 
and  that  of  the  people  consisting  in  opposite  extremes,  when,  strong  holds  of  the  powerful.     It  should  always  be  viewed 
by  a  prostitution  of  the  laws  in  being,  he  could  not  be  the  with  jealousy,  and   defended   at   every   hazard.     Tyrants 
author  of  positive  evil,  he  was  a  never-failing  obstruction  have  often   felt  its  force,  and  wreaked  their  malice  against 
to  future  L'ood,by  proscribing  the  advantages  of  new  laws.  it.     Says  the  ingenious  Hume,  '=  It  is  sufficiently  known 
Every  discouragement,  check,  and  restriction,  was  practised,  diat  arbitrary  power  would   steal  in  upon  us,  were  we  not 
to  goad  down  "our  necks  to  a  vile  depcndance.     Hedged  extremely  watcld'ul  to  prevent  its  progress,  and  were  there 
out^from  the  advantages  of  Government,  such  a  mockery  not  an  easy  way  of  conveying  the  alarm   from  one  end  of 
from   power,  such  a  delusion  of  command,  has  heightened  the  Kingdom  to  the  other.     The  spirit  of  the  people  must 
tiie  colours  of  our  slavery;  such  an  insult  upon  our  feelings  frequently  be  roused,  in  order  to  curb  ihe  ambition  of  the 
has  made  servitude  more  servile.     The  American,  gone-  Court,  and  the  dread  of  that  spirit's  being  roused  must  be 
rous  and  humane,  has  suffered  his  private  virtue  to  betray  employed  to  prevent  that  ambition.     Nothing  so  effectual 
him  into  a  weakness  in  politicks.     He,  too  prone  in  excus-  to  this  purpose  as  the  liberty  of  the  press,  by  which  all  the 
ing  long  the  servants  of  the  people,  the  first  dawnings,  and  learning,  wit,  and  genius  of  the  nation   may  be  employed 
ev'en   repeated   instances  of  tyranny,   he  imputes  to  any  on   the  side  of  liberty,  and  every  one  be  animated  to  its 
cause,  rather  than   an  oppressive  design.     But  when  he  defence."     It  is  from  the  efficacy  of  this  that  our  opposi- 
discovers  a  lomr  premeditaled  plan  ;  when  he  sees  himself  tion  is  so  respectable,  our  unanimity  so  ample.    It  is  equal- 
iuipoverished,   plundered,  robbed,  and  distressed,  he  be-  ly  open  to  the  Court  and  the  Country,  to  the  man  in  pub- 
comes  determined  and   daring,  a  tide  of  just  indignation  lick   life,  and   the   private  speculator,  who  may  have  the 
swells  his  veins,  and   neither"  the  ornaments  of  power  nor  world  for  his  theatre,  and  the  publick  for  the  object  of  his 
the  trappings  of  state  will  sooth  the  fervour  of  his  spirits,  beneficence,  while  buried  in  obscurity,  and  confined  to  the 
They  may  lift  the  culjirit  to  higher  view,  and  render  his  smoke  of  his  own  chimney.     In  this  way,  numy  have  been 
fall  the  more  conspicuous.     But  to  return  to  our  history.  the  walchings  in  our  day,  long  the  lucubrations,  great  the 
It  was  not  enough  to  sen  our  Representatives  contcnin-  toils,  and  constant  the  labours,  of  some  obscure  individuals, 
cd,  insulted,  held  in  duresse,  by  a  mere  fang  of  power;  not  God   knows,  for  the  good  of  their  Country.      Yet  very 
to  be  shut  out  from   the  advantages  of  enacting  contracled   must  have  been  their  sphere,  and  useless  iheir 
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wholesome  laws,  and  a  printer  who  dared  to  publish   the  private  efforts,  bad  they  been  confined  to  that  narrow  circle 

truth,  marked  out  for  destruction  ;  not  enough  to  see  law,  into  which  the  lot  of  Providence  had  cast  them.    But  this 

jusiic'e,  and  the  principles  of  a  five  Constitution,  set  at  de-  liberty  of  the  jiress,  which  is  of  common   right  the  palla- 

fiance— but  the  verv  shadows  of  freedom   must  be  puffed  dium  of  freedom,  impoitant  as  it  is,  and   useful  as  it  must 

away  by  tho  contam'inatcd  breath  of  a  Minister.     Is  it  pos-  be,  has  been   attacked   with  impunity  by  the  sacrilegious 

sible  th'at  a  King  of  the  Brunswick  line  should  stoop  from  hand  of  a  pensioned  Governour. 

the  dignity  of  lifs  station  to  prescribe  the  form  of  a  pream-  I  must  reserve  the  remainder  of  this  catalogue,  which 
hie  toll  Provincial  law?  That  he  should  instruct  the  rep-  blackens  the  escutcheons  of  an  Uutrhinsnn,  and  gives  him 
i-esentative  of  his  own  virtues  to  assent  to  no  law  which  a  plenitude  of  infamy,  to  some  fiiture  number.  I  think 
contained  in  its  purview  words  purporting  the  authority  by  this,  at  least,  is  very  apparent  from  the  adduced  instances  : 
which  it  was  enacted?  Is  it  possible  that  an  assembly  of  that  if  our  disease  was  not  slavery  itself,  it  had  most  of  its 
freemen  should  submit  to  the  wanton  restriction,  as  it  leads  threatening  symptoms,  and  was  hastening  fast  to  a  crisis  : 
to  servitude  and  all  the  absurdities  of  the  Tresillian  doc-  if  it  was  not  the  worst  we  had  to  fear,  it  was  what  Den- 
trine?  I  repeat  it  from  memory,  but  for  its  confirmation  mark,  France,  and  Spain,  died  of.  We  are  now  in  a  fair 
appeal  tothe  Records  of  the  House— the  Assembly  stranae-  way  of  recovery;  let  us  not  relapso  by  our  own  supine- 
ly complied.  Was  there  any  occult  meaning,  any  magick  ness,  inattention,  or  cowardice. 
threatening  the  supremacy  of  Parliament,  any  treason,  any  \Vorc.;stcT,  M  issac'.nisc'Us,  NovomWr  111,  1775. 
thini;  iluii    loukud   like   liots,   routs,   unlawful    assemblies,  • 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
Wednesday,  Scptoinber  20,  1775. 

The  House  met  according  to  arljourninent. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  returned  Members  from 
the  Towns  hereafter  mentioned,  viz  : 

George  (Joilfreij,  Esq.,  from  the  Town  of  Taunton. 

Mr.  ^David  'Field  and  Mr.  Samuel  Jl'tlh,  from  the 
Towns  of  Dcerfield  and  Conway. 

Mr.  fVilliam  Cooper,  for  the  Town  oi  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Colonel  Orne,  Mr.  Story, 
Mr.  Greenleaf,  and  Mr.  Jewell,  be  a  Committee  to  wait 
upon  the  majority  of  the  honourable  Council,  and  acquaint 
them  that  a  Quorum  of  this  House  is  present,  and  ready 
to  proceed  to  business. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  hy  this  Court, 
to  bring  in  a  Tax  Bill,  be  instructed  to  insert  a  clause 
directing  the  Assessors  of  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colo- 
ny to  consider  the  Ollicers  and  Soldiers  now  in  the  Army 
as  residents  in  their  respective  Towns,  and  tax  them  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  Wood  was  appointed  on  said  Committee,  in  the 
room  of  JMr.  Devcns,  otherwise  engaged. 

Ordered,  That  the  Memorial  of  the  Hon.  Enoch  Free- 
man, Esq.,  entered  last  Session,  be  recommitted  to  Deacon 
?<iclioh,  Mr.  Grccnlcaj;  and  Mr.  Crane. 

Aftnrnoon. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Connnittee  of  Inspection  for 
Dcer-LIand,  relative  to  the  taking  a  Sloop  and  Schooner, 
supposed  to  be  in  the  service  of  our  enemies,  was  read,  and 
committed  to  Colonel  Godfrey,  Mr.  IVood,  Captain  Fos- 
ter, Captain  Stone,  and  Captain  Batchclder,  who  were 
directed  to  confer  with  the  gentlemen  who  presented  the 
same,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Orne,  Deacon  Stickney,  and 
Colonel  Spaulding,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board 
shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
supplying  the  Army  with  Wood. 

In  Council,  Stptember  20,  Ml'o:  Read  and  concurred; 
and  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  Benjamin  White,  Estjs.,  are 
joined.  

Tluirsday,  SepteinWr  ■2\,  1775. 

A  Petition  of  William  Owen,  one  of  the  Selectmen  of 
the  Town  of  Falmouth,  praying  the  Court  to  order  a  sum 
of  Money  to  be  granted  them,  to  procure  Provisions  for 
billeting  the  Soldiers  stationed  in  said  Town,  was  read  ; 
and  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  it. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Greenleaf,  and  Mr. 
Mills,  be  a  Committee  lo  bring  in  a  Resolve  for  the  purjiose 
of  directing  payment  to  be  made  for  one  month's  billeting 
the  Soldiers  stationed  on  the  sea-coasts,  to  commence  from 
the  day  of  their  enlistment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry  bring  in  a  Resolve  directing 
the  several  Colonels  of  the  Massachusetts  Forces  to  exhibit 
to  this  House  a  return  of  the  names  of  the  njen  in  their 
resjiective  Regiments. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  bi-ing  in  a  Resolve  for 
paying  one  month's  billeting  to  the  Oilicers  and  Soldieis 
stationed  on  the  sea-coasts,  reported. 

The  Report  was  recommitted,  and  the  Committee  were 
directed  to  extend  the  pay  for  billeting  to  two  montlis. 

A  Petition  oi  Stephen  Husscy  AnAoyhe\-s,oi  Nantucket, 
praying  for  liberty  to  send  a  number  of  Vessels  to  sea  on 
whaling  voyages,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Colonel 
Orne,  Mr.  Wooil,  and  Colonel  Thayer. 

A  Petition  of  Warwick  Palfrey,  o(  Salem,  praying  the 
Court  to  approve  of  his  intention  to  send  a  Vessel  to  Balti- 
more for  Flour  and  other  Pi'ovisions,  was  read,  and  commit- 
ted to  Colonel  Grout,  Mr.  Story,  and  Deacon  Aicliols. 


A  Petition  of  Samuel  Noyes,  for  himself  and  in  behall 
of  a  number  of  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth,  pray- 
ing this  Court  to  direct  them  what  to  do  with  a  Boat,  and 
seven  white  pine  Masts  and  Bowsprits,  taken  from  Captain 
Thomas  Coulson,  was  read,  and  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee last  chosen. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  IVarwick  Faljrey 
reported.      Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petitioner  have  full  liberty  to  bring 
in  his  said  Schooner  at  Baltimore,  in  Maryland,  a  car»o 
of  Flour,  and  other  produce  of  that  country'  to  the  Port  of 
Salem. 

In  Council,  September  22,  177.3:  Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasu- 
ry of  this  Colony,  to  the  Selectmen  and  others  appointed 
by  Congress  to  billet  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  raised  for 
the  defence  of  the  sea-coasts,  or  to  their  order,  two  months' 
billeting  of  said  Officers  and  Soldiers,  from  the  time  of  their 
enlistment,  according  to  the  rate  established  by  Congress. 

//;  Council,  September  -21,  177.5:   Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley,  Colonel  Orne,  and  Mr. 
Hopkins,  be  a  Committee  to  make  inquiry  of  Captain 
Glover,  relative  to  the  manufltcture  of  Salt|ietre,  at  ll'ind- 
sor,  in  Connecticut. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  the  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.. 
and  Mr.  William  Owen,  two  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town 
of  Falmouth,  for  the  use  of  said  Town,  the  sum  of  twentv 
Pounds,  in  order  to  enable  tliem  to  sup|)ly  the  Powder, 
Ball,  and  Flints,  mentioned  in  the  within  Petition  ;*  and 
the  Treasurer  is  accordingly  ordered  to  pay  the  same. 
//(  Council,  September  2\ ,  177.5:   Read  anil  concurred. 


A  Petition  of  Elisha  Cobb,  of  Welljleet.  in  behalf  ot 
Elisha  Doane,  E^q.,  and  others,  prayini;  for  liberty  to  send 
oft"  a  number  of  Vessels  on  whaling  voyages,  was  read,  and 
connnilted  to  Captain  Brairdou,  Deacon  Cuddim;,  and 
Dr.  Gunn. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Story,  Deacon  Mcliols,  Mr.  Mills. 
Mr.  Hubbard,  and  Deacon  Rau^son,  be  a  Committee  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  paying  off'  the  Massachusetrs 
Forces  to  the  first  of  August  last  past. 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  E^q.,  brought  down  the  Report  ot 
the  CouMuittee  appointed  to  devise  means  for  supplvini 
the  Army  with  WiH.d. 

Read  and  considered,  and  the  matter  was  ordered  ti 
subside. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper,  Colonel  Bowers,  Colone! 
Or)ic,  Colonel  Thompson,  and  Mr.  Durfce,  be  a  Comujit- 
tee  to  consider  the  Petition  of  Stejdien  Ilussey  and  others, 
of  Nantucket ;  also,  tlie  Petition  of  Elisha  Cobb,  of  ffeli- 
Jlcet,  and  all  Petitions  of  a  similar  kind  ;  and  also  to  take 
a  general  view  of  the  tratle  of  this  Colony,  and  repoit  some 
rules  relative  thereto. 

A  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  ol'  the  Town 
of  Bristol,  praying  the  direction  of  this  Court  uith  respect 
to  the  Sloop  Sally,  taken  from  one  Andrew  Johnson,  was 
read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  //(///,  Colonel  Grout,  and  Mr. 
Woodbridgc. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  honourable 
Board,  for  the  Petition  of  Wanmck  Faljrey. 

*  Putition  of  Enoch  Freeman,  of  Falmouth,  in  tlie  County  of  Cumber- 
land,  ill  Slid  Colony,  Esquire,  humbly  shows  :  Th:it  tlir  Selectmen  of 
said  T.nv,,  r  ^r..,  ,!,1.  In  a  resolve  of  thr  1  ,fr  I'.M,  ],,,,!  Congress. 
suppli.M  I  .  .-I.'  I  'ilioned  in  that  Tov,  ;,  *  .  ■_  ,.'  ,  '.'  .  ^ea-coast 
witliniii.  :,   .     ,  ■  .    ..:  |-;uler,onehundred.iin  •    ■    '/  -l' l.all,  and 

forty.tiv.    ,  ■   .  Mill  of  thr  Touii  -•  ■       r  accouni 


ited 


A  Petition  of  David  Bradish,  for  himself  and  in  behalf  '!'■''  "" 

of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth,  '.'[".'.'^ 

praying  that  this  Court  would  direct  them  what  to  do  with  wherot; 

fifty  wliite  pine  Masts,  taken  from  Captain  Thomas  Coulson,  take  th. 

was  read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Hall,  Colonel  Grout,  and  ^''''"\'  "" 

Mr.  Woodbmbse.  ['r''': 
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A  Petition  of  Captain  John  Lane,  representing  that 
his  Company  is  sufferini;  for  want  of  xMoney,  Coats,  and 
Blankets,  aiid  prayini;  relief,  was  read,  and  conimitted  to 
Captain  Bntcfitldcr,  Mr.  Starku-aillitr,  and   M^'pv  Juhn- 

A  Petition  o{  John  liiordan,  praying  a  Perniit  to  send 
his  Sloop  to  the  Island  of  .SV.  Croix,  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Trade. 

A  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  and  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence of  the  Town  of  llardwkk,  praying  the  direction 
of  this  Court  with  respect  to  the  Estate  of  Timothy  Hag- 
gles, was  read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Alkn,  Mr.  Bi:nt, 
and  Captain  Brown. 

The  Committee  on  the  two  Orders  of  Colonel  Arnold 
reported.  The  Report  was  recomn)iitcd,  and  the  Com- 
mittee were  directed  to  sit  again  forthwith. 

A  Petition  from  the  Connnittee  of  IValduhorough,  pray- 
mg  the  Court  to  consider  the  distressed  circumstances  of 
saul  Town,  and  grant  relief  to  the  Inhahitants,  was  read, 
and  committed  to  Mr.  IVoodbridg,:,  Mr.  Durftc,  and  Mr. 
liiUon. 

The  Report  of  the  Conmiittee  appointed  hy  the  late 
Congress  to  agree  with  the  Post-Kiders,  &C.,  was  read, 
and  conmiitted  to  Mr.  Bills,  Deacon  Codding,  Co\onc\ 
Bowers,  (lolonei  Thayer,  and  Mr.  Bhillipi. 

A  Petition  of  Jcduthan  Baldwin,  praying  pay  for  his 
services  as  an  Engineer  in  Colonel  (iridlcy's  Regiment  of 
Artillery,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  Thurslon, 
Deacon  Gould,  and  Mr.  fVard. 

Benjamin  JVhitc,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  following  Re- 
solve, viz  :  „  I„  Council,  Soptombcr  22,  1775. 

"  Whereas,  by  an  act  of  this  Court,  entitled  '  An  Act 
for  making  and  emitting  of  Bills  of  Publick  Credit,'  pass- 
ed the  i>:id  day  of  August,  1775,  and  by  a  subsequent 
resolve  of  said  Court,  on  the  following  day,  it  is  therein 
ordered,  that  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  therein  mentioned  to 
be  emitted,  (ten  thousand  of  each  denomination,)  should 
be  authenticated  by  signing  and  numbering,  by  any  three 
of  the  Committee  mentioned  in  said  act  and  resolve;  and 
it  appearing  to  this  Court  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  three 
signers  to  the  bills  of  one  Shilling,  of  two  Shilhngs,  of  two 
Slidliu'^s  and  six  Pence,  of  four  Shillings,  of  five  Shi'lings, 
of  six  Shilhngs,  of  seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  and  of 
eight  Shillings,  mentioned  in  said  act  and  resolve,  to  he  au- 
thenticated hy  three  signers,  and  that  such  authentication  will 
cause  an  unnecessary  delay  in  said  emission  ;  it  is  therefore 
Resolved,  Tliat  one  thousand  of  said  mentioned  bills  of 
each  denomination,  from  iminber  one  to  number  one  thou- 
sand, inclusively,  shall  be  sinned  by  only  any  two  of  said 
Committee,  and  that  the  remaining  nine  thousand  of  each 
denomination  of  said  mentioned  bills,  from  number  one 
thousand  to  number  ten  thousand,  including  the  last  num- 
ber, shall  be  signed  only  by  any  one  of  said  Commillee. 

"  Anfl  whereas  four  thousand  of  the  bills  of  each  of  the 
larger  denominations  mentioned  in  said  act,  viz:  ol  ten 
Slnllings,  of  eleven  Shillings,  of  twelve  Shillings,  of  se- 
venteen Shillings,  of  twenty  Shillings,  of  twenty-four 
Shillings,  of  thirty  Shillings,  and  of  forty  Shillings,  are 
already  signed  by  three  signers,  agreeable  to  said  act  and 
resolve;  and  whereas  six  thousand  ol'  the  said  last  men- 
tioned bills  of  each  of  the  larger  denouiinations  yet  remain 
to  be  signed;  it  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  six 
thousand  remaining  bills,  of  each  of  the  larger  denomina- 
tions, shall  be  signed  or  authenticated  only  hy  any  two  of 
said  Committee;  and  that  all  such  signing  or  authentica- 
tion in  both  these  resolves  shall  be,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  lawful  and  valid  as  if  the  same  bills  had  been 
signed  and  authenticated  by  any  three  of  said  Committee, 
any  thing  in  said  act  or  said  resolve  contained  to  the  con- 
trary in  any  wise  notwithstanding." 
Read  and  concmreil. 

The  Committee  on  Colonel  ^Iniold's  Older  reported. 
Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  ThatiluMc  he  paid  out  .,f  the  puhlick  Trea- 
sury, to  the  order  of  Lochlon  Mclntnsh,  K-q.,  tiie  sum  of 
thirly-one  Pounds,  ten  Shillings,  and  lour  Pence,  in  full  of 
his  order. 


Mr.  Gerry,  agreeable  to  order,  reported  a  Resolve  di- 
recting the  Colonels  of  the  Massachusetts  Forces  to  return 
a  list  of  the  names  of  the  men  in  ilieir  respective  Regi- 
ments. 

Read,  and  not  accepted  ;  and  Mr.  Gerry  was  directed 
to  bring  in  a  Resolve  directing  that  application  should  be 
made  to  General  Washington,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaiy  lay  on  the  table  the  Pe- 
tition of  Uaruick  Paljrey. 

The  Secretary  laid  the  same  on  the  table  accordingly. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Crane,  Colonel  Ornc,  and  Colonel 
Cult,  be  a  Connnittee  to  consider  a  Kesolve  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  prohibiting  the  sale  of  English  Goods 
after  the  lOtli  day  of  October  next,  and  rej)ort  what  is  ex- 
pedient to  be  done  thereon. 

Sijtiinlay,  September  '23,  1775. 

A  Letter  hom  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  Town 
of  Londonderry,  relative  to  some  Goods  carried  there  in- 
advertently from  Charlcstown,  was  read,  and  coimnitted 
to  Mr.  Story,  Mr.  Mighill,  and  Colonel  Gridley. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 
of  the  Honoiu-able  Jtrathmeel  Bowers,  Escj.,  being  called 
upon  to  report,  rejiorted  accordingl)'  ;  which  Report,  after 
debate  thereon,  was  dismissed.* 

•  Tlie  Committee  appointed  by  tlie  House  of  Repres  nt.itivis  to 
make  inipiiry  of  tbe  Committee  of  Inspection  who  Btii;iji;itizi-cl  Jc- 
raihineel  Bowers,  Esq  ,  in  tbe  publick  papers,  und  to  examine  and 
bear  tlic  evidences  which  they  niigbt  produce  against  him,  and  also 
to  yivo  the  said  Bowers  a  f.iir  hearing  in  his  defence,  beg  leave  to 
report : 

That  they  have  attended  that  service  ;  having  first  duly  notified  all 
p'-rsons  concerned,  who  were  present,  witli  their  evidences,  and  had  a 
full  and  fair  hearing. 

The  charges  exhibited  by  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  against  Je. 
rathmct'l  Bowers,  Esq.,  were  as  follows: 

'I'll. it  li.'  n]i|.iis:-il  tlie  Town's  paying  their  outstanding  Provincial 
rat's  to  fit  III '/  (''III!  Iter,  Esq. ;  that  he  was  in  favour  of  dismissing  the 
CuiiiiuiUr,-  ui  lii-jiietion  for  the  Town  of  Hwiinzei/ ;  that  he  opposed, 
froiM  linir  1.,  t!...  .  tlir  r, using  of  a  Minute  Company,  and  after  they 
WIT.'  1  Hi  '.,  '  .;,i  III.  i',  1m-  M|,...,-i!  i,,ii  lill  he  finally  procured  their  dis. 
niisi      ,    I     ,     !       :,  ,      i  iiilluence  to  prevent  the  raising 

of,'      1       .       1      ii;  !,    i    lur  by  some  of  the  inliabitaiits, 

and  |ii-  ii:      I     ,         ■I'M     .:   I i  ■.]  it;  that  ho  expressed   a  great 

dishko   t II     I      ,!:;,i       '.  .\.  innniit;  that  be  was  much  displeased 

at  the  Cuuri  .-.in;  that  he  spoke  Willi  contnupt  of  a 
pap;T  currip  .  ,  !  nv-rsation  and  conduct  have  bid  a  t.'ii- 
deney  tod.-,-,  !  :i  :  nls  of  the  Town  b.'  hv.  s  in,  and  |.r.  vent 
tlirn';ii''i"n    !;.:■    .i        :■  niselves  for  defence   .i  ^  .  i  i  I \.Hiiiig 


mid 


of  111  ,.:.!  ::::i.4  :.,i'.  11  1. "'IS. Hid  men  coiild  n.ii  '■'  >.:,.^>..i;  ,;.  ,ind 
that  lliey  Would  use  the  swurd  put  into  their  hands  against  us,  for  llieir 
piy;  tliat  he  had  advised  Captain  Gibbs  to  lie  still  and  not  act  m 
ourdiHicuIt  alfiirs,  and  blain -d  some  of  the  Committee  of  6'hj«)jjcj( 
fir  i\  iiniiinpj  :i  M...-^  .11  \.  lios  ■  conduct  h;id  been  inimical ;  and  that  be 

w.i;   /■!':■  1  t^      1.       i' iiting  their  stock  of  powder,  iSi,c.,  and 

o|'j..  I  I.  :  I      '.I    .11   out  of  the  Town's  stock.     In  support 

(i[    1  I.  .^    .    .  . .    .      I ..     '    .   ;  iiiMio   brouglit  the  depositions  wliicli  liavo 
J.  Is.  in.ist  of  tlie  deponeiits  being  present. 


ide 


It  ajipears  to  your  I'lmiiiiii Irr,  tli.it  at  the  first  meeting  the  Town 
had  to  determine  wbetluT  llinr  r.ttis  sliould  bo  paid  to  Henri/  Gardner, 
Esq.,  Colonel  Bowers  warmly  urged  that  the  ta.\cs  should  bo  collect, 
ed,  and  paid  into  the  hands  of  some  suitable  person  in  Town  ;  but  as 
almost  all  the  inhabitants  were  against  paying  them  to  Henry  Gard. 
ner,  lie,  v.illi  the  rest,  expressed  a  disinclination  to  do  it.  I!ut  at  iho 
si'vri.i!  ...;..  I'!.  ..'Ills   lie  insisted  that  they  shonl.i    !■  ■    [i  li.I  i.i  Ihnry 

Gill.:.' I.  I    not  succeed  in  obtaining  III'  ;.it   the 

Ton   ,,   I  :.    Lexington  battle,  when   li.    ,  .    ,    i.i.l  in 

]iioi  I,  ,h  .1  the  Town  for  tliat  purpose.      II     "    ..\    -i    ,,z,m1. 

oils  1.  I     .  iiir  money,  that  it  miglit  be  readv  for  lliiirij  (tiird. 

nii.V'       I  .    I  I  illed  for,  that  he  declared,  in  meeting,  that  if  any 

on.    1    1  .  ,       .    iie  himself  would  aid  and  assist  the  Constable  in 


Committee  of  Insi)ection  for 
in  consequence  of  a  motion 
■ ;  and  that  their  dismission 


very 


he  niotnin  lor  their  ilismission,  (as  is  .■  i^  '■  ..  :  .  i.  '  i  !.!;■  n  i. 
lonee«,^  il  iImI  „..t  iivi-'  fro,,,  :,ny  dislike  Ik  li.ui  lu  ..o  us.  i.ii  an  i.istllu. 
ion.  1.1'  ■'  !  ,11  ;■.  iii-.rtainwhelher  the  motion  was  seconded 
,y  III. I.  .  I    .  .s  '•:.,       .  ,1  hose  evidence  has  appeared  in  the  papers, 

ills  1 1   ..  1     I  I .  1  .111  il  ■  himself  made  the  motion  for  their  di.s. 

m^siiM,  .,,,1  Mill  ,,,.  vv.:~  i,ot  srronded  by  Colonel  Boircrs,  but  by 
inothi-r  |,'i.M„i.  Dtiiiis  ,1,  .1  ml,  111  it  when  the  motion  was  made,  he 
liowi'il  ;i  ur.il  il,  .il  of  ihshk'  ,  luiil  Slid,  "if  they  would  run  mad  he 
Miiilii  !,  ,\  ,■  i,o  I,., ml  111  It  ;■■  .iiiii  ,ift<  r  they  were  dismissed,  ho  observed 
Mill,  .:  .    ■    I   ^      I  \o;i  ilo  your  business  ;  you  dance  backwards  and  for- 

1,      I  1      I   1   Lieutenant  of  the  Minute  Company  which  had 

I,-,  11  II  .s,  ...V  ;.  ;,,  with  others,  deposed  that  Colonel  Bowers  oncour. 
;reil  llirni  to  luoeeeil  in  raising  a  Minute  Company;  and  that  he  was 
o  fir  from  opposing,  that  he  alw.ays  expressed  his  approbation  of  the 
chemo.     When  an  Army  was  established,  he  supposed  their  useful- 
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Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  upon  the  table  the  Re- 
solve for  stationing  Capt.  L«Hf's  Company  at  (rloucester. 

The  Secretary  laid  it  upon  the  table  accordingly. 

i\lr.  Gerry,  agreeable  to  order,  reported  the  following 
Resolve,  which  was  accepted,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Major 
Hawlcy,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  appointed  a  Connnittee 
to  apply  to  his  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq., 
with  a  desire  of  this  House  that  he  will,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  cause  a  return  to  be  made  of  the  names  of  the  Officers 
and  Men  to  each  Regiment  established  by  this  Colony, 
and  now  in  the  American  Army  lespectively  belonging, 
including  such  of  each  Regiment  as  are  deceased  since  its 
establishment,  or  as  have  been  draughted  for  the  detach- 
ment ordered  to  (^ueheck,Aw\  specifying  the  names  o(  the 
Towns  and  other  places  from  which  they  were  respectively 
entered,  in  order  to  enable  the  Court  to  rectify  and  prevent 
any  errors  in  Accounts,  which  have  been  or  may  be  ren- 
dered for  payment  of  Blankets  anil  other  articles  supplied 
the  Soliliers,  according  to  the  terms  of  their  enlistment. 

Resolved,  That  Tuesday  next,  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  be 
assigned  to  take  into  con<i(leiaiion  the  state  of  the  Mililia 
in  tliis  Colony. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Captain  Jidui  Lane 
reported.  The  Report  was  recoitunitted,  and  the  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  report  a  stale  of  I'acts. 

ness  in  a  great  iiieasure  ceased  ;  and  as  they  were  entitled  to  a  consi. 
dorablo  bounty  upon  their  marching  out  of  Town,  he  thoj^fht  it 
best  tliey  should  be  dismissed,  and  they  were  accordingly.  And  after, 
wards  he  opposed  the  Town's  agreeing  to  pay  three  SliiUings  a  day  to 
Minute-Men,  for  exercising,  in  case  a  Company  could  he  raised. 

With  respect  to  the  Courts,  Colonel  Bowers  granted  that  he  had 
disapproved  of  the  people's  conduct,  in  not  permitting  them  to  do 
business  agreeable  to  the  cliarter  of  the  Province. 

As  to  a  paper  currency,  Colonel  Bowers  produced  evidence  tliat  he 
had  taken  it  in  a  considerable  quantity,  and  had  given  silver  in  ex- 
change. 

In  answer  to  the  evidences  which  were  produced,  that  his  conversa. 
tion  and  conduct  were  calculated  to  disliearten  the  people,  »St.c.,  Colonel 
Bowers  proved,  that  he  used  all  his  influence  to  induce  the  Town  to 
adopt  the  Suffolk  Resolves,  but  without  effect;  that  he  urged  the 
Town  to  choose  a  Committee  for  the  County  Convention,  and  it  was 
accordingly  done  ;  that,  upon  the  news  of  the  Lexington  battle,  he  was 
sent  for  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants,  to  consult  what  was  best  to  be 
done ;  he  told  them  "  he  was  very  much  against  fighting,"  but,  since  it 
■was  begun,  he  "  was  for  going  a  thorough.stitch  with  it,"  and  advised 
to  the  calling  a  Town  meeting  immediately;  that  he  moved,  at  one  of 
their  meetings,  for  doubling  the  Town  stock,  which  would  make  better 
than  five  hundred  weight  of  powder,  above  seven  hundred  weight  of 
lead,  &c.,  and  likewise  that  forty  fire-arms  should  bo  procured,  all 
which  were  voted;  he  also  moved,  that  the  Town  of  Suinnzei/  should 
join  with  Freetown,  and  erect  a  battery  on  each  side  of  the  river,  and 
afterwards  said,  in  private  conversation,  that  he  himself  would  be  at 
the  expense  of  the  cannon,  if  he  knew  where  to  get  them;  that  he 
was  for  the  Town's  stock  being  divided,  and  placed  in  different  parts 
of  the  Town,  for  the  conveniency  of  the  inhabitants  in  case  of  an 
emergency ;  or  that  every  man  should  fill  his  powder-horn,  and  give  it 
to  the  Sergeants  to  keep;  but  objected  to  their  having  it  in  their  own 
possession,  as  they  might  waste  it,  in  shooting  at  birds,  &c.;  that  he 
solicited  the  people  to  enlist  into  the  Army,  telling  them  that  they  had 
good  encouragement  so  to  do ;  that  he  would  by  all  means  have  their 
full  quota  engage  in  the  service  ;  that  he  had  been  heard  to  say,  that 
Great  Britain  could  never  drive  this  Country  by  any  force  they  could 
send  ;  that  at  the  time  of  the  Weymouth  alarm,  he  declared,  he  "would 
go  in  person  as  far  as  any  man;"  that  he  had  been  heard  to  say,  within 
a  few  months  back,  that  he  "would  expend  as  much  of  his  estate  in 
defence  of  his  Country  as  any  person  whatever :  that  he  would  spend 
his  life  and  fortune  in  the  cause." 

Moreover,  Cuptiin^Robert  Gibhs  deposed,  tlmt  rDlnn-'I  Hntrrrs  never 
advised  him  not  to  act  in  our  difficult  affiiirs,  :i^  m  •MtK.niMi  in  the  tes- 
timony of  David  Pierce ;  but  that  lie  infonii'^il  .-•  iil  /';/..  I  hit  Colonel 
Bowers  came  to  him  on  account  of  his  kee|iMii;  ,<  [iillii.  :iiid  giving 
a  sword  to  one  of  Colonel  GiWerfs  Company,  :\nd  (old  lum  that  he 
had  better  turn  away  the  pedlar,  recall  the  sword,  lie  stUI,  and  not 
make  the  people  uneasy;  which  story  said  Pierce  misapproh-^'Tided. 

Silas  Clark,  the  p.-rsju  r.'ferreJ  to  in  the  .leposilious  of  Philip  Shad 
and  David  Pierce.  ,i~'.i  r:  [m-  -^  ni  ii  I'lr  li'n-  ,\ii"i  ('.,!.,  !■!  Bowers 
expressed  his appili         -         ■■   '  V      .    ,'  .';    i/iSlead 

expressed  some   ■■.'  ■    i  V:  .1  1        -     rved  to 

him,  that  he  need  n  .nh!.  hun  .  If  , iif,,:        1        •         \riiyh,,d 

the  sword  in  their  h.mJs,   th-y  wo'ilJ  piy  l!i    ,1  ,1        ■  n    I 

to  affect  said  S/eaii,  who  said,  "  I  never  thou  - 

a  good  deal  troubled  at  it;"  and  then  aski'.l  ( :,  > 

thought  of  C/ari's  opinion,  who  asked  what  11  \\  1-;  ,11  I  11,11  i  ;ii;^' 
told,  he  answered,  in  a  ciroless  way,  "there's  no  knowing  winch  w.iy 
it  would  turn." 

As  in  some  of  the  depositions  published  to  the  world.  Colonel  Bow- 
ers is  said  to  call  the  meeting  illegal,  the  meaning  of  whinh  may  be 
mistaken,  we  think  proper  to  observe,  that,  from  the  deponents  tliem- 
selves,  it  appears  that  Colonel  Bowers  mentioned  the  absence  of  the 
Town  Clerk  as  the  cause  of  its  illegality. 

Your  Committee,  after  a  thorough  examination  of  the  several  evi- 
deuces  and  the  most  careful  inquiry,  cannot  find  that  Colonel  Bowers 
has  acted  a  part  unfriendly  to  his  Country,  but  quite  the  reverse ;  and 
are  unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that  he,  so  far  fron  wi.shing  his  coun- 
trymen to  bo  deprived  of  their  libertv,  or  a  sin^^Ie  privilege,  would 
ex.-rt  himself  to  the  utmost  in  support' of  them. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  :  Willia.m  Baylies,  Chairman. 


Monday,  September  2.5,  177.5, 

A  Memorial  of  Elislia  Cobb,  relative  to  a  Schooner 
brought  into  IVeltJleet-Bay,  was  read,  and  committed  to 
Colonel  Godfrey  and  Colonel  Ornc,  with  such  as  the  ho- 
nourable Board  may  join. 

In  Council,  ScpicmJier  25,  1775:  Read  and  concmicd, 
and  Walter  Spooner,  Esq.,  is  joined. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Brooks,  Colonel  Grout,  Major 
Hawley,  Captain  Batchelder,  Deacon  Raicson,  Colonel 
Ornc,  and  Mr.  Chicver,  be  a  Connnittee  to  consider  the 
services  of  all  the  Officers  and  Private  Soldiers  (excepting 
the  men  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  sea-coasts)  who  have 
served  the  Colony  either  in  l!ie  character  of  Minute-Men, 
Militia-Men,  or  Officers  and  Soldiers  retained  in  the  Army 
raised  for  the  defence  of  this  and  the  other  American  Co- 
lonies, until  the  last  of  December  next,  from  the  19th  of 
April  last  to  the  1st  of  August  last,  and  at  what  rate  the 
said  Minute-lMen  and  Militia-Men  should  be  paid  for  their 
res|jective  services  ;  also,  at  what  rate  or  in  what  manner 
all  the  said  Officers  and  Soldiers  should  be  paid  for  their 
subsistence,  on  their  march  from  their  respective  homes  to 
Head-Quarters;  also,  in  what  manner  and  by  whom  it  i=; 
])roper  the  Rolls  and  Accoimts  of  such  services  and  sidj- 
sistence  should  be  made  up  and  authenticated. 

The  Committee  appointed  lo  consider  the  expediency 
of  paying  off  the  Forces  of  this  (.'olony,  to  the  first  of 
August  last,  reported.  The  Repoit  was  committed  lo  the 
Committee  last  chosen,  to  consider  the  services  of  all  the 
Officers,  Sic.  

.Afteinoon, 

An  Examination  of  Catharine  Cook  and  Nancy  Sulli- 
vati.  two  suspected  women,  who  were  examined  by  the 
Committee  of  Corresponrlence  o(  L'ving'on,  and  sent  to 
this  place,  was  read,  and  sent  up. 

A  Petition  of  Joseph  Palmer,  E^rj.,  relative  to  the  Es- 
tate of  the  hie  John  Borland,  Es(i.,  of  Braiiitrec,  was 
read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Story,  Major  £/y,  and  Colonel 
Grovt. 

The  Commhlee  on  the  Petilion  of  Captain  John  LuUl  ' 
reported.      Read  and  accepted. 

The  Commiitee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Petilion  of  Captain  John  L,ane  have  attended  thai  service, 
and  beg  leave  to  re|iorl  the  following  state  of  facts,  viz: 

The  2r2d  Blay,  the  said  Lane  received  oiders  lo  confer 
with  the  Penobscot  Tribe  of  Indians ;  at  the  same  time  lie 
received  orders  to  enlist  fifty-six  Kon-Connnissioned  Offi- 
cers and  Soldiers.  He  kit  his  Lieutenant  with  directions 
to  enlist  as  many  men  as  he  could,  and  proceeded  to  Penoij- 
scot,  treated  with  the  Indians,  and  conducted  four  of  then: 
to  the  Congress.  After  the  Congress  had  finished  a  trea;_\ 
with  the  said  Indians,  in  which  said  Lane  was  accepted  as 
their  Agent,  he  conducted  them  back  as  far  as  Falmouth. 
where  he  found  his  orders  were  not  sufficient  to  procme 
goods  for  said  Indians.  He  then  sent  forward  the  said  In- 
dians, gave  Lieutenant  Gilman  orders  to  enlist  men  at 
Penobscot,  and  returned  to  the  Congi'ess,  where  he  re- 
ceived orflers  lo  JSlr.  Priblde  to  furnisli  the  said  goods  : 
which  said  Pribble  did.  Said  Lane  then  proceeded  to  Pe- 
nobscot, and  delivered  them  to  the  Truckmaster  there.  He 
found  the  Indians,  and  acquainted  them  with  what  he  had 
done.  He  then  returned  to  the  Truck- House,  and  took 
on  board  forty-nine  men,  which  Lieutenant  Gilimin  hail 
enlisted,  and  proceeded  to  Falmouth,  and  from  thence  to 
Head-Quarters,  by  land.  In  the  mean  time  he  had,  ac- 
cording lo  his  orders,  wrote  his  Lieutenant,  w  ho  was  raising 
men  at  Falmouth,  to  proceed  to  Head-Quarters  with  what 
men  he  had;  which  he  did.  And  then  said  Lieutenant  re- 
ceived orders  lo  proceed  lo  Gloucester,  where  that  Com- 
pany were  to  be  stationed.  That  Captain  Lane  met  his 
Lieutenant  in  Salem  with  twenty-eight  men  that  he  hat: 
enlisted,  wdiich,  togetlier  \vith  said  forty-nine  men  with  hiiu. 
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■J,,.!,:,  f.„,„:  of  n.rrlon.  in  the  Coun'y  of  Yi,r':,  -inJ  C  ... 
',-  ■   "  ■  1:.:,,.  linrn!.iy«howpth:  That  yo.:r  p,-titinn!  r  com- 
,:,.!v-;iin.    niti],  now   iiatioui  d  at  C(.7/c.4«7,. 
by  orih  r  ,  '  IL-  ' '..:i'"- 1.  and  s  lid  m^-n  aie  now  oii  (li.ty,  !y 

order  oi'lh,  ii.HiM,,!  ,il,|.'  Coniioil.  and  suffc-rint.' for  want  of  mon;y. 
and  their  co.ils  iuid  blankets;  and  the  greatest  pirtof  them  hnv. 
neither  received  money  nor  blank'ts  uince  they  cnlistLd,  which  tii.^^-, 
very  mneh  w^nt,  :ind  m  iki  s  tlicm  uneasy.  Prjy  your  Honours  w.Tuii. 
con^id"r  th"ir  condition.  ;md  r-li>V"  'liem  In  snch"mnn:ier  as  yonv  IJ... 
no.H-ih,i!l  s'e  di.  A:,  l^o.r  p-lH^.n.r.  as  in  de'y  houi,.i.  s!,;!  11  .  v  - 
pr:iy. 
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made  llie  number  seventy-seven  Non-Comniissloned  Offi- 
cers and  Soldiers.  That  this  was  the  first  time  Captain 
Lane  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what  men  he  had. 
At  the  same  time  he  received  orders  from  the  honourable 
Council  to  proceed  immediately  to  Gtrmcmtcr,  with  his 
whole  Company,  where  they  have  been  on  duly  ever  since, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
there.  That  Captain  Josqili  Foster  hatli  already  paid 
forty  Shillings  advance  wages,  and  twelve  Shillings  in  lieu 
of  a  blanket^  to  each  of  the  said  first  twenty-eight  men, 
and  hath  mustered  the  whole  seventy-seven  men,  agree- 
able to  orders  he  received  from  the  Council.  That  the 
(Jouncil  knew  the  number  of  men  before  they  directed 
Captain  Foster  to  muster  them.  Said  Lane  had  also  en- 
listed five  Indians,  which  iiave  since  received  iheir  month's 
advance  pay,  and  are  ordered  to  Canada.  \J\)on  the 
whole,  it  ap'pears  to  your  Committee  that  the  reason  that 
Captain  Lane  hath  enlisted  the  twenty-one  men  more  than 
he  was  directed  to,  was,  because  that  the  two  Lieutenants 
were  enlisting  men  in  two  distant  places  at  the  same  time, 
whilst  he  was  very  busy  in  transacting  business  ol  impor- 
tance with  the  said  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Cloihing  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  directed  to  deliver  to  Captain  John  Lane 
seventy-seven  Coats,  as  soon  as  they  conveniently  can,  to 
be  by  him  delivered  as  followeth  :  one  Coat  to  each  Non- 
commissioned Officer  and  Soldier  under  his  command  ; 
the  said  La/ie  to  be  accountable  to  this  Court  for  the 
same. 

/;(  Council,  September  27,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Doctor  Giinn  and  Captain  Morton  were  appointed  on 
the  Committee  to  consider  the  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee at  Deer- Island,  m  the  room  of  Mr.  ll'uod  and  Cap- 
tain Stone,  absent. 

Charles  Chauncy,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  b^xamination 
of  Catharine  Cook  and  Nancy  Sullivan. 

"  111  Council,  Spptcmber  25,  1775. 

"Read,  and  Ordered,  Thai  Benjamin  Chadbourn,  Esq., 
with  such  as  the  honourable  House  shall  join,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  the  said  Catharine  Cook  and  Nancy 
Sullivan,  and  report." 

Read  and  concurred  ;  and  ( 'oloiiel  Thuiiqison  and  Mr. 
Fairfield  are  joined.  
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The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Ilusscy  and  others, 
of  Nantucket,  reported.     The  Report  was  recommitted. 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  following 
Vote  of  Council,  viz :  .    ,,        ,    .         ,      ,,  ,-_- 

''Ordered,  That  JJ'illiam  Sever,  E^q.,  wiih  such  as  ihe 
honourable  House  shall  join,  be  a  Committeu  to  form  a 
proper  Preamble  or  Introduction  to  the  Acts  of  this  Colony 
l)assed  the  last  Session,  and  report." 

Read  and  concurred;  and  Colonel  Dwii;ht  and  Dr. 
IVhiting  are  joined. 

Edward  Davis,  Esq.,  was  rclurneil  a  Member  from 
Orford. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper,  Colonel  Godfrey,  Colonel 
Farter,  and  iMr.  Fabyan,  with  such  as  the  honournljle 
Hoard  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  lor 
regulating  the  Militia  of  this  Colony. 

In  Council,  September  '26,  \l~o:  Road  and  concurred; 
and  Benjamin  Greenleaf  and  .ledediidi  Foster,  Esqs.,  are 
joined. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Phillips,  ^h.  Siory,  and  Mr.  Pitts, 
be  a  Committee  to  procure  some  suitable!  person  to  attend 
the  Muster-Master  General,  and  obiain  a  Return  of  the 
Massachusetts  Forces. 


Michael  Farley,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Rejiort  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  examine  Catharine  Cook  and 
Nancy  Sullivan. 

Passed  in  Council,  viz:  "In  Council,  September  2ti, 
177.'3:  Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon.  Ordered,  That 
the  said  Catharine  Cook  be  sent  to  the  Town  of  IVorces- 
ter,  and  be  placed  under  the  care  and  direction  of  the  Se- 
lectmen of  said  Town;  and  that  the  said  Nancy  Sullivan 
be  jiermilted  to  pass  unmolested  through  this  Colony  to 
her  friends  in  Fhiladclphia." 

Read  and  non-concurred,  and  ordeied  to  be  recommit- 
ted. 

A  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Sherburne, 
on  the  Island  of  Nantucket,  relative  to  a  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress which  prohibited  supplies  of  Provisions  being  carried 
to  that  place,  and  also  relative  to  the  Whale  Fishery,  was 
read,  and  committed  to  Captain  Partridge,  Mr.  Siory, 
and  Mr.  Fettingale. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petition  preferred  to  this  House  by 
Colonel  Palmer,  (entered  at  the  last  sitting  of  this  Court.) 
be  committed  to  the  Committee  to  whom  was  committed 
his  Petition  entered  yesterday. 

Wednesday,  September  27,  1775. 

On  the  Petition  of  Captain  John  Lane,  it  was  fiirther 

Resolved,  That  the  Receiver-Genera!  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  directed  to  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty  Pounds, 
eight  Shillings,  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  of  this  Colony, 
unto  Captain  Joseph  Foster,  to  be  by  him  applied  for  the 
payment  of  one  month's  advance  wages  to  Captain  John 
Lane,  the  two  Lieutenants,  and  forty  Shillings  to  each 
of  the  forty-nine  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers 
under  his  commaiul,  who  have  not  received  any  advance 
pay.  Also,  for  the  payment  of  twelve  Shillings  to  each  of 
the  said  forty-nine  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers, in  the  lieu  of  a  Blanket ;  the  said  Joseph  Foster  to 
be  accountable  to  this  House  ibr  the  same. 

In  Council,  September  27,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Uawley,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Caji- 
tain  Batchelder,  with  such  as  the  honourable  lioard  shall 
join,  be  a  Committee  to  receive  and  confer  with  the  In- 
dian Sachem  of  the  Oneida  Tribe,  when  he  comes  to  this 
place. 

A  Bill  for  apportioning  and  assessing  Forty-Six  Thou- 
sand Pounds  upon  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony  was 
read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  again  to-morrow 
morning,  ten  o'clock. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  in 
Town  Meeting  convened,  at  tVatertou-n,  StjUembcr  21, 
1775,  relative  to  Donations  for  the  Poor  of  said  Town  of 
Boston,  was  read,  and  committed  to  l\lr.  Story,  Mr.  IVood, 
and  Dr.  IVhiting.  _ 

Aa-ornooii. 

A  Petition  from  the  Town  o(  Edgartnwn,  on  the  Island 
of  Martha's  Vineyard,  praying  that  sixty  Men  may  be  en- 
listed for  their  defence  and  protection,  and  also  a  Petition 
from  the  Town  of  Chilmark,  on  said  Island,  praying  that 
fifty  Men  may  be  enlisted  for  their  defence,  were  read,  and 
both  committed  to  Colonel  Orne,  Colonel  Cubb,  Mr.  Green- 
leaf,  .Major  Ely,  and  Mr.  Low. 

Ordered,  That  ^Ir.  Cooper  be  on  the  Committee  to 
consider  the  Resolve  of  Congress  forbidding  the  sale  of 
English  Goods  after  the  lOtli  of  October  next,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Crane,  absent. 

On  the  Petition  o(  Stephen  Ilusscy  and  others,  o{  Nan- 
tucket,* and  Elisha  Cobb  and  others,  of  lVelllleet,-\ 


R.rhard  Milrhrll.  Jn> 


A.  Resolve  of  Congress,  empowering  Major  Nathaniel 
Low  to  purchase  Corn,  Sec,  for  the  inhabitants  oi  Deer- 
Island,  and  an  Order,  signed  by  said  Low,  to  pay  Mr. 
Peter  Coffin,  Junior,  the  sum  of  fourteen  Pounds,  eleven 
Shillings,  and  two  Pence,  for  the  same,  was  read  ;  and  Mr. 
Stnry  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  liesolve  for  payment 
thereof. 


"Tl.e   Pntiliou  ,A-Slcphni 

and  Andrei-   .)/';.,-  '.  ,   u'„.,'.\    -Vrv.    ",  :    ■{■'.,:<    ,..„■  ;,    ■ ,,.  |.  ],.r...  .,t 

NanlHckrI,   a    :,  ,  ,    .   '    ..I    ...      .       ',,:.,  ,         ,.:,.,  r^r, 

CNC.-pUiis  iiM.>       .  r  ,   ■        . 

any  I'*^rt   in   tins    Colnny  tm   any  wiiale   \-oy.i'^'\    v.  r     ■  ,■  :ivi- 

had  and  obtained,  yoiiv  petitioners  humbly  pray  V"       II  .  ■lll^ 

ill  your  groat  wisdom,   point  out  some  way  whn     ■     .  '.    ..mji.- 

may  obtain  leave  to  send  said  vessels  to  sea.     And  _)  jl;  t'.  !iLiU.i,:^.   i-^ 
in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

t  The  Petition  of  Elislin  Cobb,  of  WeU fleet,  in  the  County  of  Barn. 
sliible,  most  humbly  shewelh  :  That  a  number  of  whaling  vessels  i.- 
now  preparing  for  sea,  owned  and  possessed  by  Elisha  Donne,  Estj.. 
r.zekiel  Hollironk,  Hezehiah  Doane,  Eleazer  Alwood,  and  Naamnn 
Holbrook  and  Company  :     Your  petitioner,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  the 


441 


MASSACHUSETTS  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  SEPTEMBER,  1775. 


1442 


Resolved,  That  the  Petitioners  abovementioned,  and  ail 
others  who  have  Vessels  fitting  out  for  the  Whale  Fishery, 
be,  and  they  hereby  are  permitted  to  send  their  Vessels 
out  on  said  Fishery,  they  taking  on  board  no  more  Provi- 
sions than  is  necessary  for  said  voyages,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Selectmen  of  the  Towns  from  whence  they  sail,  and 
giving  bond  to  the  Receiver-General  of  this  Colony,  in 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  Pounds  for  each  Vessel,  that  they 
will  carry  out  no  more  Provisions  than  is  hereby  allowed  ; 
and  that  said  Vessels,  with  their  Cargoes,  return  to  some 
Port  in  this  Colony,  and  there  land  the  same,  the  Ports  of 
Boston  and  Nantucket  excepted. 

//(  Council,  September  27,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Joseph  Palmer,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  Re|)ort  relative 
to  Catharine  Cook  and  Nancij  Sullivan,  viz  : 

"  In  Council,  September  ^7,  1775. 

'•  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  upon  the 
representation  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Lexington,  relating  to  Catharine  Cook  and  Aanci/  Sul- 
livan, taken  up  at  Lexington,  and  brought  to  this  Court, 
on  suspicion  of  their  travelling  about  the  country  upon  some 
bad  design,  the  Committee  have  made  inquiry  of  the  time 
and  manner  of  their  coming  out  of  Boston,  and  have  reason 
to  think  they  came  out  of  Boston  within  about  three  weeks 
past,  and  have  husbands  now  in  Boston,  one  a  soldier  in 
the  Fifty-Ninth  Regiment,  the  other  a  carpenter  in  Gene- 
ral Gage's  Army  ;  and  your  Committee  are  of  opinion 
their  staying  in  the  country  would  be  attendeil  with  trouble 
and  expense,  and  that  it  will  be  expedient  that  application 
should  be  made  to  his  Excellency  General  JVashington, 
for  their  passing  through  his  lines  into  Boston. 

"Benjamin  Chadboukn,  ycr  order." 

Read  and  concurred,  and  Voted,  That  the  honourable 
Board  be  desired  to  cause  a  Lettei'  to  be  sent  to  General 
iVashington,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning,  be 
assigned  for  the  choice  of  a  Chaplain  pro  tempore. 

Thiustlay,  .Seplcmber  28,  1775. 

On  a  motion  made,  that  the  House  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  a  Chaplain  pro  tempore,  the  question  was  put,  and  it 
pas.sed  in  the  negative. 

A  Petition  o(  James  Ready,  praying  for  some  satisfac- 
tion for  ninety-seven  pounds  of  Tea,  which  was  taken 
from  him  in  July  or  August,  1774,  on  his  way  to  Albany, 
was  read,  and  dismissed. 

A  Petition  of  Daniel  JSimhain,  (an  Indian,)  praying  an 
allowance  for  his  services  as  a  soldier  in  the  Army;  also 
a  Petition  of  Solomon  Uhhaunnauicaunmut,  chief  Sachem 
of  the  liloheakonnnck,  or  Stockbridgc  Indians,  praying  an 
allowance  for  services  performed  in  consequence  of  a  Let- 
ter he  received  from  the  Provincial  Congress,  as  set  forth  in 
said  Petition,  were  both  read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Sul- 
livan, Mv.  fVood,  and  Deacon  Stickney. 

The  Committee  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee 
of  Inspection  of  Deer-Island,  relative  to  the  Schooner 
Nightingale  and  Sloop  Sally,  reported  a  state  of  facts, 
and  also  two  Resolves,  directing  the  Committee  at  Deer- 
Island  to  release  and  discharge  the  Schooner  jN'/i^'-A^/H^'-a/e, 
belonging  to  Jonathan  Rich. 

Read,  and  not  accepted;  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 

The  other  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  whereas  the  Committee  of  Safety  and 
Correspondence  o(  Deer-Island  did,  on  the  .30th  of  ^4«- 
gust  last,  take  into  custodj'  the  Sloop  Sally,  belonging  to 
Nathan  Jones:  that  the  said  Committee  be,  and  they  here- 
by are  directed  to  detain  and  take  proper  care  of  said  Sloop 
Sally,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court. 

In  Council,  October  12,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

if^.resaiJ  L'-nlleiiM  II,  most  hi.i.iMv  |Hmv--i  lliis  lioiioiir,.!.!,-  foiirt  tn  l,,ke 
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Major  Ilawley,  by  desire  of  Mr.  Ephraim  Jones,  Keeper 
of  the  Jail  at  Concord,  informed  the  House  that  Josiah 
Jones,  Jonathan  Ilix,  and  IVilliam  Likely,  did  last  night 
break  out  of  said  Jail,  and  requested  the  directions  of  the 
House.      Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Mitchell,  Colonel  Grout,  and 
Colonel  Barrett,  be  a  Committee  to  make  inquiry  of  Mr. 
Jones,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done. 

A  Petition  of  Ivory  Hovey,  in  behalf  of  three  Districts 
in  the  County  o(  Lincoln,  praying  that  this  Court  would 
appoint  (or  give  said  Districts  libert}'  to  choose)  a  Com- 
mittee to  be  empowered  to  detain  Vessels  acting  contrary 
to  the  Resolve  of  Congress,  k.c. 

Read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Sullivan,  Major  Seivall, 
and  Colonel  Thompson. 

The  Conmiittee  on  the  Petitions  from  Edgartown  and 
Chilmark  reported.     The  Report  was  recommitted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  David  Foster  re- 
ported.    The  Report  was  recommitted  for  amendment. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Joseph  Palmer,*  Esq., 
and  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  and  Committee  of  C"or- 
respondence  of  the  Town  o( Braintree,-f  reported.  Read 
and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of 
the  Town  oi  Braintree  be,  and  they  hereby  are  fully  au- 
thorized and  empowered  immediately  to  enter  upon  and 
take  possession  of  the  Estate  of  the  late  John  Borland, 
Esq.,  deceased,  situate  in  Braintree,  in  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk, both  real  and  personal,  and  that  they  improve  the 
same  in  the  best  manner  they  can,  till  the  further  order  of 
this  Court,  any  Resolve  of  the  late  Congress  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding  ;  they  to  be  accountable  to  this  Court 
for  the  profits  arising  from  the  same. 

Afternoon. 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Committee  in  behalf  of  the  Town 
of  Edgartown,X  the  Petition  of  Joseph  Mayheiv  and  others, 

*Tlie  ynXAxono!  Joseph  Palmer,  o<  Braintree,  humbly  shews  :  Tliat 
your  petitioner,  by  order  of  tlie  SeleclniGsn  and  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence of  said  Braintree,  lately  presented  a  petition  to  this  honour- 
able Court,  respecting  an  estate  of  the  late  John  Borland,  Esq.,  pray- 
ing directloiiK  in  tli(^  prrniises  therein  mentioned ;  which  petition  is 
now  peniliii  '-  .mil  i<  r  i.nre  is  had  thereunto  by  your  petitioner. 

And  wlp  i  I'lrt  of  the  house  and  premisL'S  of  said  estate, 
which  Slid  /.'  I  II  II  !U  reserved  for  the  special  use  of  liimself  and 
family,  will  ,i  -'  di^  t>i^'Mi  void  of  .-tny  occupant :  and  whereas 
your  potilji  .  Ill  n  I  I  .  I  i  I.  Ill  ■■idiged  to  quit  his  habita- 
tion, and  1  J.  I  'i  11  '!  '  '  W  ■  ii  Brai«(ree;  but  there  not 
being  with  : iild.  ,,: i in i-  l>uth  families  in  the  win- 
ter time,  yoiii  |/  iiiioi.,  i.  wii.jii  ,i|i|,lii  .tio.i,  v,  js  put  into  possession  of 
said  vac  lilt  .  sl.d..  I,y  d.Uviry  of  tlie  keys  by  said  Selectmen  and  Com- 
iiiittorsof  Corr'siioiidtnc'-;  but  upon  your  petitioner's  sending  servants 
to  clean  the  rooms,  in  order  to  put  his  furniture  into  the  premises,  your 
petitioner  was  forbidden  by  one  James  Hayward,  who  is  in  possession  of 
another  part  of  said  house  and  estate,  although  he  does  not  so  much 
as  pretend  to  any  right  of  occupancy  in  said  vacant  part,  nor  anything 
but  u  verliirl  airreeinciit  with  said  Borland,  for  the  occupancy  of  any 
|i.ii  I  .if  111  .  '  I  ,  ^'i.iii  ]i  '  ill'  II.  T,  therefore,  humbly  prays  this  ho- 
iii  :  .  I  ,  i,'  !  'i!  I  ..  consideration,  and  to  put  him  into 
111!  il  ,11  ,  I  ,  i,  i  I  ssion  of  said  vacant  part  of  said 
iM.i...    Ir-  iiiih  ■  ,11  I  iiiiiiiilil  ■   .1     M.iir  Honours  may  direct,)  or  other- 


your  wisdo 


meet.     And  your  petitioner, 

t  Petition  of  tlie  Sclectmi 

the  Town  nf /;,-,/, ,,,'rr,-  Inin, 

21st   of  J,,,',-     i.  ,1        : 

who  had  Irli  i  ,'ii  h   ;,,    ,,'    : 


whi 


duty  bound,  sliall  i 


■  pray. 


niniftee  of  Correspondence  from 

h  ■  'I'liat,  in  consequence  of  two 

■      I  ni-ss,  dated  the  Itith  and 

I      n-l  estates  of  such  persons 

■■   riiii,  and   taken  refuge  with 

[.pliLMUun  to  one  Mr.  Hayward, 

II  Braintree,  and  inquired  of  him 

[iroperty  of  the  stock    upon  the 

■,:  but  not  receiving  satisfactory 

III  i,v  uf  said  stock  and   furni'. 

III.  before  this  was  effected, 

I  \|.lanatory  resolve  of  said 

I     ~;  ii  .//i/y  p.ist,  wtiich  occa- 

,  i  ;    I  -,   ;■,  ,(    t    w  ,1-    lb.-    duty 


of  the  Town  of  Edgartown   humbly 

■titiiniiTs,  thinking  tiierasplves  in   iiri. 

-11,  III  '       iiiviilers   of  our  rights    and 

I     ,,      ll.jiiours,  humbly  beg  leava 

I    .   t,  i    1,1,  an  island,  laying  about 

1     II  I  111(1  wliich  makes  a  sound,  where 

:   iitiv  passing  and  repassing;  also, 

.Is  lying  about  eight  miles  distant 

id   \\-ii-  and  tenders  have  of  late  fre- 

11^  tlie  said  inhabitants  have  been  fre. 
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of  ilie  Town  of  Chilmark*  and  the  Petition  of  the  Town 
of  Thbary,-\  all  inhabitants  of  the  Island  of  Martha's  Vine- 
ard,  praying  some  assistance  may  be  granted  to  enable 
them  to  defend  themselves  against  Men  of  War,  Cut- 
ters, &,c.,  to  which  they  are  in  a  particular  manner  ex- 
posed : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  raised  in  the  Island  of  Martha's 
Vineyard  two  Companies,  to  consist  of  fifty  men  each,  in- 
cluding their  Officers  ;  said  Companies  to  be  stationed  upon 
the  sea-coast  on  that  Island,  according  to  the  direction  of 
the  Field-Officers  of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  of  said  Island, 
or  the  major  part  of  them  ;  the  said  two  Companies  to  be 
under  the  same  establishment  the  Forces  raised  in  this 
Colony,  for  the  defence  of  the  sea-coast,  are,  as  to  Pay, 
Subsistence,  and  Ammunition.  And  every  Soldier  in  the 
said  two  Companies  shall  furnish  himself  with  a  good  and 
sufficient  Firelock  and  Bayonet ;  and  no  man  shall  be  mus- 
tered as  a  Soldier  who  is  not  so  furnished.  Said  two  Com- 
panies to  continue  in  service  until  the  fust  day  of  December 
next,  unless  before  that  time  dismissed  by  the  orders  of 
this  Court.  And  that  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Regiment 
of  Militia  of  said  Island  he,  and  they  hereby  are  em()ow- 
ered  to  issue  Beating  Orders,  for  the  raising  said  Compa- 
nies, to  such  persons  as  they  can  recommend  to  be  com- 
missioned, and  muster  those  Companies  when  raised. 

In  Council,  September  28,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee   appointed    to    make   inquiry  of  Mr. 

qiiently  alarmad,  by  iiiglit  and  diiy,  and  liave  been  obliged  to  keep 
u|)  a  constant  w.Ucli,  which  is  attended  with  no  small  expense.  We 
would  also  inform  your  Honours  that  the  greater  part  of  said  inhabi- 
tants of  said  Towns,  liviiisr  very  remote  from  the  harbour  where 
those  invaders  most  cominouly  anchor,  and  the  people  in  said  Town 
gener.illy  poor,  and  yet  very  fond  of  preserving  their  liberties,  and  to 
protect  their  stock  of  sheep  and  cattle,  have  been  often  under  arms, 
and  marched  from  their  respective  places  of  abode  eight  and  ten  miles, 
when  alarmed,  to  prevent  the  enemy's  landing:  Your  petitioners 
humbly  pray  your  Honours  to  take  the  matter  into  your  wise  conside- 
rations, and  grant  to  said  Town  tlie  privilege  to  enlist  si\ty  men,  or 
one  Company,  for  our  protection,  on  the  common  expense  of  Govern- 
ment, or  otherwise,  as  you  iuyour  great  wisdom  shall  think  fit  to  direct. 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted.  And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  "bound, 
shall  ever  pray. 

*  Petition  of  a  number  of  FreelioUlers  and  other  Inhabitants  (whose 
names  are  hereunto  subscribed)  of  the  Town  oi  Chilmark,  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Duke's  County,  in  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bail,  humbly 
shcw.th  :  That  the  said  Town,  as  well  as  all  the  other  parts  of  said 
County,  lies  greatly  exposed  to  such  armed  vessels  as  liave  of  late 
f.jicibly  carried  off,  from  some  plac.-s  on  the  sea-coasts  of  tliis  and 
some  neighbouring  Colonies,  a  considerable  number  of  fat  cattle  and 
sheep,  to  snpply  and  support  the  Army  and  Fleet,  wherebytliis  Colony 
hath  long  been  and  still  is  greatly  annoyed  and  distressed  ;  and  do  lie. 
c|uently  piss  and  rep  iss  the  sound,  and  anchor  in  our  roads  and  bar- 
hours,  which  occasions  frequent  alarms,  and  the  keeping  a  constant 
watcli  along  our  shores.  And  that  we,  your  said  petitioners,  think  it 
10  be  our  duty,  and  are  willmg  and  resolved,  not  only  from  a  regard  to 
oar  own  private  interest,  hut  also  to  the  general  interest  of  tliis  Conti- 
nent, to  do  all  that  is  or  shall  be  in  our  power,  to  hinder  the  connnon 
enemy  of  this  land  from  being  strengthened  in  carrying  on  their  hos- 
tile designs  against  us,  by  making  a  prey  of  our  property  and  tliat  of 
our  neighbours.  But  we  are  sorry  that  wo  are  obliged,  as  we  think  we 
are,  to  say  that  a  considerable  number  of  the  inhiilntants  ..f  ihis  Town 
are  (through  the  influence  of  certain  powerful  m  ii  Ijirr,  \\  liu  are 
against  openly  opposing  those  who  are  endeavnni  mil;  tc.  .ii^hivr  us) 
averse  to  such   exertions,  in  our  defence,  as  we   tinnl.  \ull  !)■  hi^-iily 

proper  and   necessary;  by  which  means  a  vote  dl    i ;   ,  mI'  the 

inhabitants  of  this  Town,  qualified  bylaw  to   i-'      i       I  nFurs, 

could  not  be  obtained,  at  a  meeting  here  lateU   hi         i-  i      ,'    >ii  vour 


And  we  ari 
and  powerf  I 


Honours,  ni  your  wisdom,  shall  s 
as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 


!  our  situation  urn 
;h  a  number  of  in. 
wisdom  shall  thi 
in   duly  bound,  sh 


Ephraim  Jones,  relative  to  the  three  Prisoners  who  broke 
out  of  Concord  Jail  last  night,  reported.  Read  and  ac- 
cepted. 

Whereas  Captain  Ephraim  Jones,  of  Concord,  (Keeper 
of  the  Jail  there,)  hath  just  represented  to  this  House  that 
Josiah  Jones,  Jonathan  Hicks,  and  IVilliam  Likely,  were, 
by  the  late  Congress,  committed  to  Jail  in  that  Town,  and 
that  the  said  Jones,  JJicks,  and  Likely,  did,  some  time  last 
night,  break  Jail  and  make  their  escape  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ephraim  Jones  do  immediately 
advertise  said  Jones,  Hicks,  and  Likely,  in  all  the  iNcws- 
papers  published  in  this  Colony,  describing  their  age,  sta- 
ture, dress,  and  countenances,  offering  a  reward  of  three 
Pounds,  besides  other  necessary  charges,  to  any  person  or 
persons  who  shall  apprehenti  and  deliver  into  his  custody 
each  or  either  of  said  persons,  and  to  offer  the  like  reward 
to  any  person  who  shall  discover  to  him  any  person  who 
may  be  convicted  of  being  accessary  to  their  escape. 

And  it  is  further    Ordered,  That   the   said  Ephraim 
Jones  do   immediately   take   into   custody,  and  bring  be- 
fore this  House,  the  llev.  Asa  Dunbar  and  Simeon  Jo)ics,     ^ 
of  Weston,  that  they  may  be  inquired  of  concerning  such      '^^ 
escape. 

In  Council,  September  28,  177.5:   Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Pitts,  Mr.  Jeu-ett, 
Mr.  Story,  and  Captain  Partridge,  be  a  Committee  to 
inquire  into  all  frauds  that  may  be  committed  by  any  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Forces,  and  to  convene 
before  them  such  persons  as  they  may  think  proper  as 
witnesses,  and  to  report  to  the  House  any  such  frauds  that 
may  appear  to  said  Committee,  and  the  method  proper  for 
detecting  and  punishing  the  same. 

Moses  Gill,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Letter  from  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Washington,  relative  to  a  Chief  of  the 
Oneida  Tribe  oi'  Indians.  Also,  the  Report  on  the  Pe- 
tition of  Elisha  Cobb* 

Ordered,  That  the  Schooner  meiuionod  in  said  Peti- 
tion be  detained  where  she  now  is,  with  her  Tackling  and 
Stores  now  on  boanl,  until  tlie  further  order  of  the  General 
Court. 

"  In  Council,  SSeptember  '-ic-,  17  7 j.  ■* 

"  liond  ami  accepted;  and  thereupon,  Resolved,  That 
the  said  Schooner,  mentioned  in  the  within  Petition,  be 
detained  wliere  she  now  is,  with  her  Tackling  and  Stores 
now  on  board,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court." 

Read  and  concurred. 

A  Petition  of  Ivory  Ilovey,  in  behalf  of  nine  Districts  in 
the  County  of  L»(Co//i,  lying  between  iViacA/ffiaiul  Penob- 
scot, praying  the  Court  to  consider  the  danger  to  which 
they  are  exposed  by  the  British  Men  of  War,  ice,  and 
grant  them  some  protection,  was  read,  and  committed  to  J 
Captain  Parker,  Mr.  Whitney,  and  Colonel  Thompson. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Ornc,  Mr.  Story,  Mr.  Cooper, 
Colonel  Thompson,  Mr.  .S'i(///t'o»,  Colonel  tf'roM/,  and  Mr. 
Jcwctt,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  fit- 
ting out  a  number  of  Armed  Vessels. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of 
Sherburne,  on  the  Island  o\'  Nantucket ,-[  rejiorted.  Read 
and  accepted. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Court,  by  the 
Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Sherburne,  on  Nantucket,  that 

♦  Petition  of  EIis?,a  Cobb  humblv  shewcth  :  That,  on  the  7th  inst., 
'n»m,;s  *-/w,/„s-.   1,1    a  selu -i    UrUm^^uur  to  ./„/,«    Webb,  of  Boston, 

r  iMi  ■  i.i!.i  ir, ;  ;.     /;  <  ,  ,-,•.',  ^  .:  ■-  Ti  .  n    \  .n.r  M;™!)es  to  catch 

i<    I    i-i  I  -  !■.■  I        I  •      •■...,  I  I   •,     I  .1       ;  :  (. ,  .Hilly.     Being  in- 

'  '     I       '      :  "if  some  poultry 

.i;i  :  I  .  ,  I  .  :  ■  ■  I  ;■  i  .  .  ;  i  ■  :  ,i  i  'i  ;  m:-,'  ivt'  niiglit  ensue 
I'l'  II  ^  .   ,■      !  .      ;ii<  iirJii-s,  I  ordered  Cap- 

t  iin  .'  ^         -  .     1'       .    I  ,:    1  !  I  r  d, ■fence  of  the  sea-coast, 

I  '    I';  I  .     ,       I  :•  .   ,,  .1 ,    ■    ,      I    lie  did.     I  then  ordered 

Mil-ii'"ipi  1"    i  .      ,  .■',    :.i  :     I       i   ■    iiilient,  where  she  now  is. 

Th.- HiMi"  .1  ly,  s    ii  .v.,1,      ,   r r.lrr  and  other  papers,  to 

ColonoljNVf /p,W^//v,  .'I  /.'  !    I'      I  I  Tilers  ;  and  also  his  crew, 

viz:  a  while  i.ul  ii  i  u  I  /v'  .//  '  :  .■■■''.  Ii  longing  to /Jos/on,  and  a 
n:;gro  mill  n  im  d  i';;,.-  ..,  i,  Im  ;i,-  ;.j  T!i:jmas  Talbot  of  Salem. 
All  wbicli  is  submitted  to  your  Honours'  furlher  direction. 

t  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Tovi^n  of  Sherburne,  on  the  Island 
of  A',/„/„rAr/.  in  l.Miilf  inid  at  I  he  ri.,|iirst  of  nianv  of  tlie  inhabitants 

fvr-.f.    -•..-.^■■I\,      ThiI    \    .11.    |i   l,:;ii    !■-,    ■■■.n      iriir    i,,sl,    prrsented 


.  tliis  pi : 


And  notwithstanding  we 


j^A^^^^'-c^^,^//^^^^,,^^^^^^ 
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die  Inhabitants  of  that  Island  are  hkely  to  be  reduced  to 
great  difficuhy  and  distress,  by  the  severity  of  a  restriction 
laid  on  their  puichasing  necessary  supplies  from  the  Con- 
tinent ;  and  as  this  Court  are  far  from  being  desirous  of 
laying  unnecessary  restrictions  and  burdens  on  the  People 
of  that  Island,  therefore, 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Coiinniilce  of  (Jornspoiidence  for 
the  Town  of  Falmouth,  in  the  County  of  Burnstnble,  be, 
and  they  hereby  are  em))o\vered  and  directed,  by  written 
|)ermits,  under  their  hands,  to  grant  license  to  such  Inlia- 
bitants  to  purchase  so  much  Provisions,  and  other  necessary 
Suj)plies,  as  is  sufficient  for  their  internal  consumjition,  or 
foi-  those  voyages  which  they  may  |)rosecute  consistent 
with  Resolves  of  Congress  and  of  this  Court,  and  no  more  ; 
said  permits  shall  specify  the  quantities  each  person  has 
liberty  to  purchase.  And  it  is  recommended  to  the  Inha- 
bitants of  this  Colony  to  sell  to  said  Inhabitants  of  A'rzn- 
tuckut  such  Supplies,  on  their  producing  such  permits,  and 
not  otherwise,  any  Resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And  it  is  recommended  to 
the  said  Committee,  witli  their  neighbouring  Committees 
of  Correspondence,  that  in  case  they  shall  receive  credible 
intelligence  that  the  Supplies  thus  purchased  and  trans- 
ported are  sold  at  any  other  market  than  said  Island,  or 
disposed  of  to  the  Ministerial  Fleet  or  Army,  or  any  con- 
nected with  them,  that  they  give  the  eailiest  notice  thereof 
10  this  Court. 

Whereas  a  late  Congress  of  this  Colony  did,  on  the  fifth 
day  of  December  last,  pass  a  Resolve  prohibiting  the  sale 
of  all  Goods  that  were  imported  from  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland;  Molasses,  Sirups,  Panales,  Coffee,  or  Pimento, 
from  the  British  Plantations  or  from  Dominica  ;  Wines 
from  Madeira  or  the  Western  Islands — after  the  tenth  of 
October,  1775 ;  and  as  the  reasons  of  passing  said  Resolve 
do  not  subsist,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  hav- 
ing in  their  custody  any  of  the  abovementioued  Goods,  be, 
and  they  hereby  are  |)ermilted  to  make  sale  and  dispose  of 
said  Goods  in  this  Colony,  as  usual,  after  tlie  said  tenth 
(lay  of  October  next,  any  thing  in  the  aforementioned  Re- 
solve to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  that  this  Resolve 
be  published  in  the  Cambridge,  Watertoxvn,  and  Worcester 
Papers.  And  it  is  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence, Inspection,  or  Safety,  in  the  several  Towns 
in  this  Colony,  and,  where  no  such  Committees  are  ap- 
jiointed,  the  Selectmen  of  such  Towns,  that  they  lake 
proper  care  that  no  undue  advantage  is  taken  in  the  sale 
of  Goods,  but  that  all  jjersons  making  sale  thereof  strictly 
adiiere  to  the  Resolve  of  llie  Continental  Congress  respect- 
ing the  sale  of  Goods  and  Merchandise. 

In  Council.  Sfptcmbcr  30,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

A  Petition  of  General  Thomas  was  read,  and  committed 
to  Captain  Brown,  Colonel  Woodbridge,  and  Colonel 
Thayer. 

A  Petition  of  Ivory  lloveij  committed  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  xlie  propriety  of  fixing  out  Armed 
Vessels  for  the  defence  of  the  Sea-Coasts,  the  Conniiittee 
to  whom  it  was  first  referred  being  excused  fiom  that  ser- 
vice. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Siom,  Mr.  Sullivan,  and  Mr. 
Cooper,  be  a  Committee  to  examine  the  Bonds  to  be  given 
l}y  the  Nantucket  Petitioners,  and  see  if  they  are  suffi- 
cient. 

On  the  Petition  of  Solomon  Uhhaunnauwaunmut, 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasuier  of  this  Province  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  ordered  to  pay  the  said  Solomon  the  sum  of 
thirty  Pounds,  four  Shillings,  in  full  for  his  service  men- 
tioned in  his  Petition. 

In  Council,  September -29,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

A  Petition  often  Prisoners  in  Concord  Jail,  taken  in  the 
Battle  of  Lexington,  on  the  19th  of  April  last,  praying  for 


hopiid  tliose  luisropresenlatioTis  had  boon  i 

in   <roo< 

I  measure  cleared  up 

tu  your  satisfLiclion,  yet  we  find  the  resolv: 

e  stdl  r 

emaiiis  in  force,  and 

a  sU-iot  adhorenco  is  paid  th.T .t.,.     Tl,  i- 

■f)V.',     ' 

x.-  <l'..in3  vou  would 

take  the  maltev  into  your  SM.M,^ .,.\  ■< 

■h-i,,  ,, 

,,.1  ;■•  :M,t  |!,-s,.verity 

of  said  resolve,  so  far  as  I..  ■  :  <        !,      > 

.     ...          ■:■  l.ruuirht 

us.  for  tlie  use  of  our  doin  ■-'- i 

■- wlua.. 

some  Clothing,  &c.,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Colonel 
Barret,  ]\Ir.  Rcrry,  and  Mr.  Durfce. 

A  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Town  of 
Snletn,  jiroposing  that  an  Armed  Vessel  should  be  esta- 
blished to  cruise  from  Cape-Ann  to  Cape-Elizabeth,  for 
purposes  therein  mentioned,  was  read,  and  committed  to 
Colonel  Thayer,  Mr.  Phillips,  and  Mr.  Pitts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cushing,  Captain  Stone,  and  Major 
Ely,  be  a  Committee  to  consfder  at  large  the  matter  rela- 
tive to  the  Nantucket  People's  giving  Bond,  to  enable  them 
to  send  out  their  vessels  on  whaling  voyages,  and  rejiort 
what  is  proper  to  be  done. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  at  Deer-Island,  relative  to 
the  Schooner  JSightingalc,  together  with  all  the  Papers 
relative  thereto,  be  committed  to  Mr.  Phillijys,  Mr.  Oerry, 
Colonel  Thurston,  Colonel  Barret,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Deacon 
Raicson,  and  Mr.  Jewctt. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  lately  appointed  by  this 
Court  to  obtain  some  knowledge  of  the  manufactory  ot 
Saltpetre,  be  directed  to  repair  to  Windsor,  in  Connecti- 
cut, to  procure  such  information  therein  as  they  may  be 
able. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Colonel 
Barret,  be  a  Connnittee  to  receive  and  examine  all  Fire- 
Arms  that  may  be  presented  to  the  Government  for  sale, 
and  report  the  price  thereof  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Phillips,  and  Colonel 
Davis,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  may  join,  be  a 
Committee  to  report  to  the  House  in  what  manner  the 
manufactory  of  Fire-Arms  may  be  most  effectually  encou- 
raged. 

In  Council,  October  2,  1775  :  Read  and  concurred  ;  and 
Benj.  Chadbourn  and  Samuel  Holten,  Esqs.,  are  joined. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Ornc,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr. 
Cooper,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,  and  consult  him  on  the  expediency  of  fitting 
out  Armed  Vessels,  and  to  inquire  if  any  Powder  can  be 
spared  for  that  jiurpose. 

Aftornoon. 

Resolved,  That  some  person  be  now  appointed  to  act  as 
Speaker,  in  the  absence  of  the  Speaker,  from  time  to  time, 
durin^'  the  continuance  of  the  present  Session.   Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  IMr.  Wood,  I\lr.  Story,  and  Mr.  Phil- 
lips, be  a  Committee  to  receive  and  count  the  Votes  for  a 
Speaker  pro  tempore.  Who  reported,  that  iNIr.  William 
Cooper  was  chosen. 

.Saturday,  .September  30,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare 
Accounts  of  the  sums  disbursed  by  this  Colony  in  the  pre- 
sent contest  with  Great  Britain,  be  directed  to  prepare  a 
Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  desiring  them  to  pre- 
scribe some  method  of  forming  such  Accounts  ;  and  also 
to  report  some  method  to  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  Ma]ov  Johnson,  Captain  Brown,  Colonel 
Thompson,  Mr.  Woodbridge,  and  Mr.  Mills,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  Simeon  Jones,  who  has  been  appre- 
hended by  order  of  this  Court. 

A  Petition  of  Aaron  Wright,  Keeper  of  the  Jail  in 
Northampton,  and  an  Account  annexed  of  billeting  seve- 
ral Officers  and  Private  men,  sent  to  said  Jail  by  order 
of  the  honourable  Council,  were  read,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  from  Londonderry  re- 
ported.    The  Report  was  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Starkweather,  Captain  Morton, 
and  Mr.  Rice,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  Petition  of 
Simeon  Gross,  praying  the  House  to  point  out  a  way  for 
the  said  Gross  to  reimburse  him  his  expenses  from  Ma- 
chias  to  this  Town,  and  since  the  OOth  August,  he  being 
taken  from  on  board  the  Sloop  Sally,  and  brought  to  ll'a- 
tertown  as  a  prisoner. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Phillips  hung  in  a  Resolve  for 
reconsidering  the  Resolve  of  this  Court  relative  to  the 
Accounts  of  the  Assistant  Commissaries. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  con- 
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sider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  relative  to  the  Nantucket 
people's  giving  liie  Bonds  required  by  this  Court,  apply 
to  the  Receiver-Genera!  lor  such  Bonds  as  have  been  re- 
ceived by  him. 

Charles  Cliauncy,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Letter  from 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the  Town  ol  Mar- 
blthead,  relative  to  the  capture  of  a  Vessel  belonging  to 
ycwFiovidence,  and  a  state  of  facts  reported  thereon  by 
a  Committee  from  the  honourable  Board,  viz: 

"  The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  ol 
Marhkhead,  beg  leave  to  report  facts:  That  by  the  log- 
hook  it  appears  that  the  Schooner  Jndiistii/,  (being  the 
schooner  mentioned  in  said  letter,)  Frauds  Butltr,  master, 
sailed  from  Boston  for  Neic-Pruviiknce,  July  M,  177.^3  ; 
arrived  at  Providence,  August  -25  ;  sailed  again  from  Provi- 
dence for  Boston,  SejiternOer  6,  and  came  into  Marhkhead, 
Seinemhcr  -il,  177.J.  And  by  the  best  accounts  we  can 
at  present  obtain,  she  has  the  following  cargo,  viz:  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  Turtles,  (one  hundred  and  fifty  to 
one  hundred  and  eighty,  as  the  ftlate  says;)  nineteen  bar- 
rels of  Limes  ;  one  thousand  four  hundred  Lemons,  (two 
thousand  as  the  Master  says;)  two  thousand  one  hundred 
Oranges,  (twelve  hundred  as  the  Master  says  ;)  cash,  three 
or  four  hundred  Dollars,  and  thirty  or  forty  numbered 
chests  or  packages  opened.  Josiah  King,  Mr.  Josiah 
Clark,  and  Captain  Butler,  owners. 

"  The  clearance  papers  are  for  iialem,  but  the  log-book 
says  for  Boston.  Captain  Butler  says,  that  he  made  signal 
of  distress,  but  our  boats  would  not  speak  with  him.  The 
Master  told  the  Mate,  as  was  said  to  the  Captain's  face, 
'  that  it  was  a  bad  affair,  being  in  our  hands,'  and  w-as  an- 
gry about  the  delivery  of  the  log-book.  The  Master  says, 
that  he  was  fired  at  in  the  bay,  near  the  Liglit-House.  He 
says,  that  he  would  have  run  the  vessel  upon  the  rocks, 
rather  than  have  fallen  into  our  hands  ;  but  says,  he  was 
bound  to  Salem. 

"Josiah  Notlagc.  -Tun.,  mate,  says,  that  the  permit,  or 
pass,  from  the  Admiral  at  Boston,  was  to  go  to  jSciv-Pro- 
videnct,  and  return  to  Boston  ;  but  that  in  the  harbour  they 
took  the  pass  from  Butler,  and  gave  a  receipt  for  it.  Says 
that  she  was  hoimd  to  Salem;  that  Lewis  Gray  had  about 
thirty  or  forty  dollars  on  hoard,  and  the  Captain  about  three 
or  four  hundred  dollars;  that  he  expected  a  man-of-war  in 
Marhkhead  harbour ;  spoke  with  no  armed  vessel  in  the 
bay  ;  heard  several  guns,  but  does  not  know  whether  any 
were  fired  at  them  or  not.  Tlie  Captain  says,  that  he  was 
fired  at  by  a  brig  and  tender,  in  the  bay  ;  that  he  (the 
Captain)  had  both  a  pass  and  permit — but  the  pass  was 
taken  from  him,  and  a  receipt  given,  but  had  it  not  about 
him  ;  one  hundred  and  eighty  jiieces  of  eight,  belonging  to 
Captain  Daniel  Martin,  in  Boston,  and  a  little  cash  belong- 
ing to  himself."  . 

"Ill  Council,  Scplcnibcr,   J'J,  l/i.). 

"  Read  and  accepted  ;  and  thereupon, 

"Ordered,  Th-it  Charles  Chauncy,  Esquire,  and  Joseph 
Palmer,  Escj.,  with  such  as  the  honourable  House  shall 
join,  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  foregoing  matter  under 
consideration,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with 
the  said  vessel  and  cargo." 

Read  and  concurred;  and  Colonel  Orne,  Mr.  Gerry, 
and  Mr.  Sullivan  are  joineil. 

'I'lie  Committee  appointed  to  emjiloy  some  person  to 
attend  the  Muster-Master  Cicneral,  to  obtain  a  return  of 
the  Massachusetts  Forces,  reporK-d,  that  they  had  engaged 
Mr.  John  hneeland  for  that  pur])ose.  The  Report  was 
accepted,  and  the  said  Committee  was  directed  to  inform 
Mr.  Knceland  that  the  House  approve  of  him  for  that  ser- 
vice. 

Charles  Chuuiirij,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  appoinled  to  form  a  pro])cr  Preamble  or  Intro- 
duction to  the  .Acts  of  this  Colony,  lately  passed. 

"In  Council,  .Si-jilcinbcr  2'.1.  177.'). 

"The  Committee  of  both  Houses  ajipointed  to  form  a 
proper  Introduction  to  the  Actsof  this  Colony ,  lately  passed, 
liave  attended  that  service,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  In- 
troduction be  in  the  words  following,  viz:  'Acts  and  Laws 
passed  by  the  Great  and  General  Court  or  Assembly  of  the 
Colony  of  the  Massachusetts- Bay,  bei;un  and  held  at  lia- 
Ic.rlown,  upon  H'cdncsday,  the  IDtli  day  oi'  July,  177.J.' 


"  Read  and  accepted  ;  and  tliereupon, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Introduction  to  the  Acts  of  this 
Colony,  passed  the  last  session,  be  in  the  words  following, 
viz:  'Acts  and  Laws  passed  by  the  Great  and  General 
Court  or  Assembly  of  the  Massachusetts- Bay,  begun  and 
held  at  fVatertown,  upon  Wednesday,  the  19tb  day  of  y«/y, 
177.5.'  " 

Read  and  concurred. 

A  Memorial  and  Petition  of /soflc  iy«fA-Ms,  Agent  for  the 
Baptist  Churches,  was  read,  and  Thursday  next,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  was  assigned  for  the  consideration 
of  it. 

.Vftcrnoon. 

The  Commitleo  on  the  Petition  from  Jf'aldohorough 
reported. 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  lie  till  there  is  a  fuller  House. 

The  Bonds  of  those  people  of  Nantucket  who  have  ap- 
plied for  Permits  to  send  their  vessels  on  whaling  voyages 
being  laid  before  the  House,  were  e.Kamined,  and  the  Com- 
mittee were  directed  to  lodge  them  with  the  Receiver- 
General;  and  the  adventurers  aforesaid  were  permitted  to 
proceed  on  said  voyages  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Orne,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Sul- 
livan, with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  may  join,  be  a 
Committee  to  consider  the  circumstances  of  the  capture  oi' 
a  Brig,  bound  front  Queheck  to  Boston,  and  carried  into 
Cape-Ann,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  thereon. 

In  Council,  Octoher2,  1775:  Read  and  concurred  ;  and 
Charles  Chauncy  and  Joseph  Palmer,  Esqs.,  are  joined. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  a  number  of  Prisoners 
in  Co?!Co;rf  Jail  reported.  The  Report  was  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Story,  Colonel  Thompson,  and  Cap- 
tain Parker,  be  a  Connnittee  to  consider  at  lar-ge  the  subject 
of  a  Petition  o(  Philip  Bass,  Junior,  and  Edward  Carnts, 
Jun.,  relative  to  the  Sloop  Belislc,  taken  off  Scguin- Island. 
and  carried  into  Kennebeck  River;  and  report. 

A  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Springfield, 
praying  payment  of  an  Account,  for  aiding  General  H'ash- 
ington  on  his  way  through  Springjiekl  to  the  Camp  at 
Cambridge,  and  for  transporting  Powder,  Sic,  was  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 


Monday,  October  2,  1775. 

Jededinh  Foster,  Esq.,  br'ought  down  a  Letter  trom 
General  Washington,  and  a  Memorial  of  Captain  Jacob 
Rogers,  and  other  Papers  relative  to  the  request  of  said 
Rogers,  for  jirotection,  &ic.,  with  the  following  Vote  of 
Council  thereon,  viz :  ,  ,    ,  ,      „„  , 

"In  Council,  September  t!!i,  liio. 

"  Read,  and  Ordered,  That  Samuel  Holten,  Esq.,  with 
such  as  the  honourable  House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee 
to  consider  some  proper  means  of  [irotection  for  the  said 
Rogers,  and  i-eport." 

Read  and  concurred;  and  ColoneK.'r/if  and  Mr.  Hhie- 
ler  are  joined. 

Benjamin  Jf'hite,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Letter  fiom 
Cajitain  Jacob  Rogers,  setting  forth  the  dangerous  situa- 
tion he  is  in,  and  praying  the  protection  of  the  honourable 
Board,  with  the  following  \'ote  of  Council  ther'eon,  viz; 

"  In  Council,  October  2,  1775. 

"Read,  and  Ordered,  That  Samuel  Holten,  Esq.,  with 
such  as  the  honouiahlo  House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee 
to  consider  the  request  coirtaiiied  in  the  ibregoirrg  Letter, 
and  report." 

Read  and  concurred  ;  and  Colonel 0)«c  aird  Mr.  Whee- 
ler are  joined.  

Al'ternoon. 

A  Petition  of  William  Holland,  praying  that  he  may 
have  liberty  to  fit  out  bis  Brigantine  as  a  Privateer,  and 
be  himself  commissiotred  as  Master  thereof,  was  read,  and 
committed  to  .Mr.  Pitts,  Colonel  Thompson,  and  Captaiir 
Morton. 

On  the  Memorial  and  Petition  o(  Paul  Mcndall, 

Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  arrd  Comrrrittee  of  Cor- 

re-ipondence  of  the  Town   of  Hardwick  be,   and   hereby 

are  empowered  to  sell  so  much  of  the  Stock  belorrging  to 

the  Eilaie  of  Timothy  Ruggles,  a  refugee,  as  they  shall 
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find  necessary  to  winter  the  remainder,  and  they  to  be  ac- 
countable to  tills  Court. 

A  Letter  from  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  ills  Ex- 
cellency General  fl'ashington,  relative  to  the  disposal  of 
the  Vessels  which  have  been  taken  from  our  enemies,*  was 
read,  and  committed  to  Major  Hawley,  Colonel  Onic,  and 
Mr.  Hopkins. 

Resolved,  That  the  Vote  of  this  House,  directing  the 
Committee  to  pre|)are  Accounts,  &ic.,  to  prepare  a  Let- 
ter to  the  Continental  Congress,  desiring  they  would  |)re- 
scribe  a  form  for  such  Accounts,  be  reconsidered. 

Jcdcdiah  Foster,  Esq.,  came  down  and  informed  the 
House  that  the  honourable  Board  had  agreed  to  the  assign- 
ment of  three  o'clock,  to-morrow  afternoon,  for  the  choice 
of  Civil  Officers,!  and  would  join  the  House  in  such  choice. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Story,  Major  Brooks,  and  Captain 
Parker,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  how  the  Committee 
to  prepare  Accounts,  &ic.,  shall  be  possessed  of  proper 
Vouchers  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  F/«5,  Colonel  Ciitt,  and  Mr.  IVat- 
son,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  what  is  proper  lo  he  done 
relative  to  the  communication  between  the  Town  ol  Bo$- 
ton  and  the  country. 

The  Committee  on  the  representation  made  to  this 
Court  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  Neivbitri/port  re- 
ported, that  a  Committee,  to  be  joined  by  such  as  the 
honourable  Boaril  shall  appoint,  wait  on  General  JVash- 
ington,  to  acquaint  him  with  the  subject-matter  of  the 
representation  made  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New- 
bunjpurt,  that  he  may  determine  whether  it  will  not  con- 
duce to  the  publick  interest  to  take  the  Vessel  therein 
referred  to  into  tiie  Continental  service. 

Read  and  accepted. 

Tuesday,  Octol)cr  :i,  1775. 

Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court,  dated 
August  21,  177.5,  desiring  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of 
the  Town  of  Falmouth  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of 
Jeremiah  Pote  and  Robert  Pagan,  relating  to  their  ex- 
porting a  quantity  of  Fish,  the  said  Conunittee  met  for 
the  above  purpose,  and  called  the  said  Pote  and  Pagan 
before  them,  and,  upon  examination,  found  Robert  Pagan 
clear  of  the  matter;  but  Jeremiah  Pote,  as  also  Thomas 
IVyer,  remains  for  further  examination.     Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Thomjnon,  Mr.  U'oodbridge, 
and  Captain  Cutter,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board 
may  join,  be  a  Committee  to  examine  Captain  Jeremiah 
Pote  and  Captain  Thomas  JVyer,  relative  to  tlieir  export- 
ing Fish,  contrary  to  the  Resolves  of  Congress,  as  set  forth 
in  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Inspection  o(  Falmouth, 
and  other  Papers  accompanying. 

In  Council,  October  3,  1775.      Read  and  concurred. 

Samuel  Holten,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  representation  from  JSewburyport,  rela- 
tive to  fitting  out  an  Armed  Vessel  there,  with  the  follow- 
ing Vote  of  Council  thereon,  viz: 

"In  Council,  October  3,  177,''). 

"  Read  and  concurred  ;  and  Ordered,  That  Benjamin 
Greenleaf,  Esq.,  with  such  as  the  honourable  House  shall 
join,  be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the 
above  Report.'" 

Read  and  concurred  ;  and  Colonel  Ornc  and  Mr.  Pitts 
are  joined. 

Michael  Farley,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Memorial  from 
the  Field-OlFicers  of  the  Western  Regiment  of  the  (boun- 
ty of  Barnstable,  relative  to  the  arrival  of  a  Fleet  of  Men 
of  War  and  Transports  at  Holmes's  Hole,  &ic. ;  and  pray- 
ing for  a  supply  of  Ammunition,  fee. 

Read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Gerry,  Colonel  Orne,  'Sir. 
Hall,  Captain  Harding,  and  Colonel  Norton. 

A  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Lnnenburgh,  praying 
payment  for  an  Account  of  Provision  sent  to  Cambridge 
on  the  -iOtli  April  last,  for  the  use  of  the  Soldiers  who 
marched  thither  in  consequence  of  the  shedding  of  blood 

*  [Relative  to  three  Vessels  proposed  to  be  manned  by  liis  E.toellency, 
and  taken  into  the  Continental  service.] 

t[To  come  to  the  choice  of  such  Civil  Officers,  the  appointment  of 
whom,  by  Charter,  rests  in  the  General  Court.] 


at  Lexington  and   Concord,  by  the  King's  Troops,   wa- 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  files. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Low,  Deacon  Stickney,  Mr.  Allen. 
Deacon  ^,lchols,  and  Mr.  Hendrick,  be  a  Committee  te 
consider  the  matter  at  large. 

The  Committee  on  the  Letter  from  the  Committee  of 
Inspection  o( Londonderry  reported.    Read  and  accepted. 

Whereas  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  Town 
of  Londonderry  have  collected  a  considerable  quantity  of 
wearing  ap[)arel,  household  furniture,  and  other  articles,  that 
were  taken  away  on  the  day  of  the  battle  at  Charlestoivn. 
and  have  sent  them  to  JVatcrtown,  and  delivered  them  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Richard  D evens  ;  and  whereas  it  is 
probable  that  wearing  apparel,  household  furniture,  and 
other  goods,  were  taken  fiom  Charlestown  and  other 
places  at  the  time  aforesaid,  and  may  be  in  divers  Town-; 
of  this  Colony,  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies  and  Provin- 
ces :    It  is  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  and 
Committees  of  Inspection  in  each  Town  in  this  Colony, 
and  in  each  Town  in  the  neighbouring  Colonies  and  Pro- 
vinces, and,  where  no  such  Committees  are,  the  Select- 
men of  each  Town,  he  desired  to  make  inquiry  and  searcli 
for  any  Apparel  or  Goods  of  any  sort  brought  amongst 
them,  belonging  to  the  Inhabitants  o[  Boston  or  Charlci- 
totvn,  or  any  other  Towns,  at  or  after  the  time  aforesaid, 
and  that  they  advertise  in  the  publick  newspapers  all 
such  Goods  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  come  to  their 
hands,  that  the  owners  thereof  may  know  where  to  apply 
for  the  same. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Richard  De- 
vens  be  directed  to  deliver  the  Goods  now  in  his  posses- 
sion to  those  persons  that  shall  make  out  to  his  satislactiou 
their  property  in  them,  they  paying  a  proportionable  part 
of  the  charge  of  collecting  and  bringing  the  same  to 
H'atertoien. 

In  Council,  October  •!,  1775  :  Read  and  concurred. 
Ordered,  That  Colonel  Cult,  Colonel  Pyncheon,  and 
ftlajor  Ely,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  recom- 
mending to  the  Corporation  and  Overseers  of  Harvard 
College  not  to  appoint  any  person  as  Governour  or  In- 
structor, but  such  whose  political  principles  they  can  de- 
pend upon  ;  and  to  inquire  into  the  principles  of  such  as 
are  now  in  office,  and  dismiss  those  who  are  not  friendly 
to  the  Country. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  Pioceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  Deer- 
Island,  relative  to  the  Schooner  Nightingale,  be  directed 
to  sit  forthwith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  suitable  Grants  to  the  Civi! 
Officers  of  the  Colony. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  there  be  granted  and 
allowed,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  to  Mr. 
Edivard  Wigglesworth,  Hollisian  Professor  of  Divinity  at 
Harvard  College,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  as  a 
gratuity,  in  consideration  of  his  faithful  discharge  of  tlu 
great  and  important  trust  reposed  in  him,  for  one  year, 
ending  the  SSth  day  of  January  last. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  granted  and  allowed,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  lo  John  IVinthrop.  Esq.,  L. 
L.  D.,  Hollisian  Professor  of  Mathematical  and  Natural 
Philosophy  at  Harvard  College,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
Pounds,  as  a  gratuity,  in  consideration  of  his  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  great  and  important  trust  reposed  in  him. 
for  one  year,  ending  the  1.3th  day  o(  January  last. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  granted  and  allowed,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  to  Mr.  Stephen  SewalL 
Hancock  Professor  of  the  Hebrew  and  other  Oriental 
Languages  at  Harvard  College,  the  sum  of  forty  Pounds, 
as  a  gratuity  in  consideration  of  his  faithful  discharge  of  the 
great  and  important  trust  reposed  in  him,  for  one  year. 

Ordered,  That  a  grant  to  the  President  of  Harvard 
College,  and  to  the  Commissary-General,  be  referred  to 
some  future  time. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Plympton  and  Mr.  Hobart  be 
on  the  Committee  to  examine  Captain  Pote  and  Captain 
Wyer,  in  the  room  of  Colonel  Thompson  and  Captain 
Cutter,  excused. 
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A  Petition  o(  Jeremiah  Potc  and  Thomas  ff'ytr*  pray- 
ing to  be  heart!,  as  soon  as  may  be,  before  the  Court,  on 
the  manor  of  charge  laid  against  them  by  the  Cominil- 
lee  of  Falmouth. 

Aflirnoon. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  granted  and  allowed,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  to  the  Honourable  James 
llarren,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  four  Shillings  per  diem,  for 
every  day  of  his  attendance  in  the  General  Court,  during 
its  several  Sessions,  over  and  above  his  pay  as  a  nieniber 
of  this  House. 

In  Council,  October  A,  1773.      Read  and  concurred. 

Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
the  Honourable  Ja7ncs  fi'arreri,  Esq.,  for  his  faithful  ser- 
vices as  President  of  the  late  Provincial  Congress. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  re- 
specting the  Corporation  and  Overseers  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege reported.      Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  Corpo- 
ration and  Overseers  not  to  appoint  any  persons  as  Gov- 
ernours  or  Instructors,  but  such  whose  political  principles 
they  can  confide  in ;  and  also  to  inquire  into  the  principles 
of  such  as  are  now  in  office,  and  dismiss  those  who,  by 
their  past  or  present  conduct,  appear  to  be  unfriendly  to 
the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  Colonies;  and  the  Secre- 
tary is  hereby  directed  to  serve  the  President  of  Harvard 
College,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Overseers, 
severally,  with  a  copy  of  this  Resolve. 

In  Council,  October  4,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

IValter  Spooner,  Esq.,  brought  down  tlie  Report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  was  proper  to  be 
done  with  the  two  Vessels  lately  taken  and  carried,  one 
into  Capt-Ann,  and  the  other  into  Mnrblehead . 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  Message  go  to  the  honourable  Board, 
desiring  them  to  send  down  all  the  Papers  that  relate  to 
the  ca])ture  of  the  two  Vessels  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  Caldwell,  and  Deacon 
Gould,  be  on  the  Committee  to  consider  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Committee  of  Decr-lsland,  in  the  room  of  Mv.Jew- 
ctt,  Ucacon  liawson,  and  Mr.  Gerry,  excused. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  go  to  the  honourable  Board, 
desiring  them  to  direct  the  Committee  who  were  appointed 
to  bring  in  a  Militia  Bill  to  sit  fortlnvith. 

The  Report  on  the  Petition  from  the  Conimiltce  of 
IValdoborough.  Read,  and  not  accepted  ;  and  the  Peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw  their  Petition. 

Charles  Chauncy,  Esq.,  broug!)t  down  the  Papers  rela- 
tive to  the  two  cajjtures ;  and  at  the  same  time  informed 
the  House  that  the  honourable  Board  had  agreed  to  the 
further  assignment  o(  Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock,  for  the 
choice  of  Civil  Officers. 

The  Re|)ort  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  botli  Houses 
lo  consider  the  capture  and  disposal  of  the  Schooner  In- 
dustry, Francis  Butler,  master,  and  her  Cargo,  was  read, 
amended,  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Coriesj)ondence  of 
the  Town  of  Marblehcad  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed 
to  return  an  Inventory  of  the  said  Cargo  to  this  Court,  on 
oath,  and  cause  said  Cargo  to  be  sold  at  publick  vendue, 
and  after  paying  the  necessary  charges  of  taking  care  of 
said  Vessel  and  Cargo,  and  the  sale  of  the  s.ime,  that  they 
bring,  or  cause  to  be  brought,  the  remainder  of  the  Money 
that  said  Cargo  may  sell  for  into  the  publick  Treasury  of 
this  Colony,  taking  the  Treasurer's  recei|>t  for  the  same, 
there  to  be  held  till  the  further  order  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  Colony:  that  llic  Muiu-y  on  boanl  said 
Schooner,  said  to  lie  llic  pnipiily  (.f^oinc  iidiabilanN  of 
Boston,  be  also  derucri'd  to  the  said  'i'lcavuror,  taking  his 
receipt    therefor,  that    this  Court   may    have   opportunity 
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to  determine  the   propriety  of  delivering  the  same,  when- 
ever the  owners  shall  appear. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  cf 
Correspondence  be  directed  to  have  the  said  Schooner 
appraised  by  three  persons,  under  oath,  and  that  they 
make  return  of  said  appraisement  to  this  Court,  as  soon  as 
may  be  ;  and  that  the  said  Schooner  be  delivered  to  the 
order  of  his  Excellency  General  ll'nshington,  for  him  to 
improve  as  an  armed  vessel,  he  giving  a  receipt  for  the 
same,  duplicate  of  which  shall  be  lodged  in  the  said  Trea- 
surer's ofiice. 

It  is  aho  further  Resolved,  That  the  men  who  were 
present  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  capture  of  said  Vessel, 
shall  be  allowed,  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  such  sums 
as  this  Com-t  shall  hereafter  determine;  they  proving,  by 
a  certificate  from  said  Connnittee,  to  the  satisfaction  of  this 
Court,  that  they  were  so  assisting. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  l)oth  Houses 
to  consider  the  capture  and  disposal  of  the  Brigantine  Dol- 
phin, fVilliam.  fVallace,  master,  was  read,  amended,  and 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Connnittee  of  Safety  for  the  Town  of 
Gloucester  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed  to  deliver  the 
Master  of  said  Vessel  bis  Wearing  Apparel  and  Cabin  Fur- 
niture, and  that  they  also  deliver  the  Mate  and  foremast 
hands  thereof  any  small  property  or  arlventure  they  may 
have  on  board  ;  and  that  the  said  Committee  of  Safety,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  return  a  true  Inventory  of  the  said  Cargo 
to  this  Court,  under  oath,  and  that  they  cause  the  same, 
except  what  is  to  be  delivered  as  aforesaid,  to  be  sold  at 
publick  vendue,  and  to  bring,  or  to  cause  to  be  brought,  the 
Money  that  the  same  may  produce  into  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  and  take  the  Treasurer's  receipt  for 
the  same,  there  to  be  held  till  some  further  order  of  the 
General  Coiu't. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee 
of  Safety  be  directed  to  have  the  said  Brigantine  appraised 
bv  three  men,  under  oath,  and  that  they  make  return  of 
said  Appraisement  to  this  Court,  as  soon  as  may  be  ;  and 
that  the  said  Brigantine  be  delivered  to  his  Excellency 
General  Ji'ashimrton's  order,  for  him  to  impiove  her  as  ati 
armed  vessel,  for  defence  of  the  Country;  he  giving  his 
receipt  for  the  same,  a  duplicate  of  which  receipt  said 
Committee  are  directed  to  lodge  in  the  Treasurer's  office 
aforesaid. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  allowed, 
out  of  the  publick  Treasury ,  lo  those  |iersons  who  were  pre- 
sent and  assisting  in  ilie  ca|iture  of  said  Vessel,  such  sums 
as  this  Court  shall  hereafter  determine;  they  proving,  by  a 
certificate  from  said  Connnittee  or  otherwise,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  this  Court,  that  they  were  so  assisting. 

^\",•Ilnos(l.ly,  October  4,  1775. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  Accounts  to  be  laid  before  the  Continental 
Congress  bring  in  a  Resolve  purporting  some  method  of 
applying  to  said  Congress  for  a  gross  sum,  as  a  reimburse- 
ment of  our  expenses  in  the  American  cause,  till  said  Ac- 
counts can  be  properly  prepared  and  supported. 

The  Committee  to  receive  Firc-Arms  reported.  The 
Report  was  recommitted. 

Whereas  some  j)ersons,  in  order  to  break  through  the 
Association,  entered  into  by  the  Continental  Congress  in 
behalf  of  their  constituents,  and  to  conti-avene  the  Resolu- 
tions of  the  late  (Jongress  of  this  Colony,  have  ordered 
their  Vessels  into  the  eastern  parts  of  this  Province,  and 
the  good  people  there  have  been  at  great  expense  and 
trouble  in  coming  to  and  attending  on  the  General  Court, 
to  take  necessary  orders  for  the  disposal  of  such  Vessels 
by  them  so  taken  into  custody;  and  whereas,  to  ease  the 
people  of  this  expense,  it  becomes  necessary,  in  the  present 
exigency  of  publick  afiairs,  to  have  a  more  certain  inquiry 
made  into  the  reason  of  such  captures,  before  the  General 
Court  shall  take  them  muler  consideration  : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  tSamuel  Jordan,  Esq., 
Daniel  Merritt,  Alexander  Campbell,  ll'il/iam  Nichols, 
John  Bai/ne,  John  Spring(r,  Joseph  Wood,  James  Rich- 
ardson, Adam  Cogswell,  Thomas  Stincon,  John  Bateman, 
Thomas  Milliken,  and  Ivory  Hovcy,  be  a  Committee,  until 
tlie   further  order  of  this  or  some  future  General  Court  of 
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this  Colony,  any  nine  of  vvliom  to  be  a  quorum,  to  examine 
into  tiie  reason  and  justness  of  tlie  capture  of  any  Vessel 
or  Vessels  that  have  been  or  may  be  taken  into  custody 
by  any  Committee  of  Inspection,  Safety,  or  Conespond- 
ence,  of  any  Town,  place,  or  District,  or  other  person,  be- 
tween Penobscot  and  Machias,  and  may  order  any  Vessel 
or  Vessels  so  taken  to  be  discharged  or  held,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  charge  and  evidence  against  them  ;  and 
in  such  cases  where  the  said  Committee  shall  order  ihe 
detention  of  any  Vessel  taken  into  custody  as  above  ex- 
pressed, they  are  required,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  transmit 
an  account  of  their  doings  to  this  Court,  setting  forth  the 
nature  of  the  case,  with  the  circumstances  attending  it : 
Provided,  alivays,  That  when  any  Commiuee  of  Inspec- 
tion, Safety,  or  Correspondence,  of  any  Town,  Uistiict,or 
place,  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  or  any  Owner  or  Master 
of  any  Vessel  so  taken  and  detained,  sliall  be  aggrieved  at 
the  determination  of  said  Committee  by  this  Court  appoint- 
ed, such  Committee  of  any  Town,  place,  or  District,  or 
Owner  or  Master  of  any  such  Vessel  or  Vessels,  may  bring 
their  cause,  at  their  expense,  before  the  General  Court  ol 
this  Colony,  where  they  shall  be  heard,  and  have  tlie  order 
or  determination  of  said  Committee  appointed  by  this  Court 
reversed,  if  the  same  shall  appear  to  said  Court  to  be  un- 
reasonable and  unjust;  to  which  end,  the  said  Committee 
are  required  to  furnish  any  ConimittTSes,  or  other  person  or 
persons  aggrieved  by  their  determination,  in  any  instance, 
with  copies  of  their  Proceedings,  the  same  being  demanded. 


A   Message   by  the   Secretary,  from  a  majority  of  the 
honourable  Council,  viz  : 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

"  There  is  of  necessity  some  expense  incurred  by  the 
bringing  of  persons  before  the  Council,  who  are  taken  in 
Vessels,  and  otherwise  ;  and  no  provision  is  made  for  dis- 
charging the  same.  To  delay  the  persons  concerned  until 
apjilication  can  be  made  to  the  whole  General  Court  for 
the  paying  such  accounts  would  increase  the  publick  ex- 
pense, and  injure  the  persons  so  detained.  We  recom- 
mend to  your  consideration,  the  making  some  provisions, 
by  an  application  of  such  a  sum  of  money  as  you  shall 
judge  necessary,  to  be  applied  for  that  purjiose,  without 
an  application  to  the  whole  Court. 

"  W.  Sever,  B.  Lincoln, 

"  B.  Greeni.eaf,         James  Pkescott, 
"  \V.  Spooner,  Charles  Chauncy, 

"J.  VViNTHROP,  Michael  Farley, 

"  B.  Chadbodrn,  J.  Palmer, 

"Joseph  Gerrish,      S.  Holten, 
"John  Whitcomb,      Moses  Gili,. 
"  Jedediah  Foster, 

"Council  Cliamber,  October  4,  1775." 

Read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  ^(/(/c?-.  Captain  ^Fftfter, 
Captain  Baichehler,  Captain  Adams,  and  Mr.  Setvall. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Partridge,  Colonel  Sayer,  and 
Colonel  Thayer,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  how  the 
Fire-Arn)s  procured  by  this  Colony  shall  be  disposed  of. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan  and  Mr.  Story  be  added 
to  the  Committee  appointed  to  pre|)are  Accounts  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

Moses  Gill,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee a|i[)ointed  to  wait  0[i  General  U  ashijiglon,  on  the 
representation  from  the  Committee  of  Safely  oiWeioljuri,'- 
port,  viz  : 

-'         '  "In  Council,  n,-t,.lvr   I,  177:,. 

"  That  they  are  informed  by  his  Excellency,  that  it  is 
his  purpose  to  have  some  Armed  Vessels  hlted  out  imme- 
diately, on  the  pay  of  the  Continent,  for  the  purpose  of 
cruising  along  the  Sea-Coast.  That  he  intends  to  fm-nish 
men  for  this  business  fioni  the  Army,  as  he  has  a  sufficient 
nimiber  qualified  therefor.  He  therefore  declines  taking 
the  Vessel,  referred  to  in  the  aforementioned  representa- 
tion, into  the  Continental  service. 

"  B.  Greenleaf,  per  order." 

Jedediah  Foster,  Ksq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  consider  the  re- 
quest of  Captain  Jacob  Rogers. 

Resolved,   That    Jlr.   John   Knceland    be  dnvcted   to 


apply  to  the  Officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Forces,  lor  a 
Return  of  the  said  Forces,  agreeable  to  the  Orders  ol 
General  U'ashingtou,  which  were  issued  pursuant  to  the 
desire  of  this  House. 

Tliui-sdiiy,  October  5,  1775- 

The  Report  of  the  Conmiittee  of  both  Houses  on  the 
request  of  Ca\>va'\n  Jacob  Rogers  was  read  and  considered  ; 
and  the  question  was  put,  whether  the  House  will  accept 
the  same?  It  passed  in  the  negative;  and  the  Petition  was 
dismissed. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  there  be  a  furtlier  assign- 
ment for  the  consideration  of  the  Petition  of  Isaac  Backus, 
agent  for  the  Baptist  Churches;  and  three  o'clock,  next 
Friday,  was  assigned  for  that  jiurpose  accordingly. 


A  Petition  of  Irory  llivey,  praying  that  the  Committee 
for  the  Eastern  Districts  may  be  empowered  to  fit  out  cer- 
tain Vessels  therein  mentioned,  as  Privateers,  &:c.,  read, 
and  conmiitted  to  Mr.  Hopkins,  Captain  Morton,  and 
Colonel  Thompson. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  wliat  is  proper 
to  be  done  relative  to  the  communication  between  theToun 
of  Boston  and  the  country  reported.     Read  and  accepted. 

^Vhereas  this  Court  has  reason  to  a|)prehend  that  the 
Small-Pox  ])revails  in  the  Town  of  Boston,  whereby 
great  danger  is  apprehended  of  spreading  that  distenqier 
through  the  country,  by  the  Ferry  at  Chelsea,  being  open 
(or  the  transportation  of  the  Poor  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Boston  into  the  country  ;  and  whereas  Gen- 
eral Gage  does  not  comply  with  the  just  expectations  of 
this  Court,  that  the  said  inhabitants,  with  their  effects, 
should  come  out  iniliscriminately,  but  perverts  the  com- 
munication to  purposes  that  may  prove  dangerous  to  the 
community  : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to 
attend  at  Chelsea  be  ordered  to  retire,  anil  give  no  further 
attendance,  and  that  no  boats  pass  and  repass  tliat  ferry, 
from  and  to  Boston;  and  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  this 
Court  that  General  Gage  is  disposed  to  comply  with  his 
engagement  for  a  general  liberation  of  the  inhabitants  ot 
Boston  and  their  eirects,  this  Court  will  be  ready  to  re- 
ceive and  make  suitable  provision  for  said  inhabitants. 

In  Council,  October  5,  1775  :    Read  and  concurred. 

On  the  Memorial  from  the  Field-Officers  of  the  County 
of  Barnstable, 

Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  and  other  persons  who 
have  billeted  the  Soldiers  raised  in  the  County  of  Barn- 
stable, and  stationed  in  the  Counties  of  Barnstable  and 
Plymouth,  be  allowed  the  Billeting  Money  that  shall  be 
due  to  them  the  Slh  of  October  instant ;  and,  also,  that  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of 
the  publick  Treasury,  to  Colonel  Joseph  Otis,  Colonel 
Nathaniel  Freeman,  Major  Enoch  Hallet,  and  Joseph 
Demick,  or  to  either  of  them,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
four  jiieces  of  Cannon,  from  four  to  nine  pounders,  and 
Ammunition  for  tlie  same,  agreeable  to  the  within  Petition  ; 
the  said  Colonel  Joseph  Otis,  and  the  other  Fiekl-Officers. 
to  be  accountable  to  this  Couit  for  said  sum. 

FriJ,;y,  October  G,  1770. 

The  Report  on  the  Account  and  Petition  of  the  Select- 
men of  Springfield  was  read,  and  not  accepted;  and  the 
Petitioners  had  leave  to  withdraw  their  Petition. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pitts,  Colonel  Sayer,  and  Deacon 
Chcevcr,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  may  join,  be 
a  Committee  to  consider  a  Letter  from  Messieurs  Thomas 
Crandon  and  Nathaniel  Hammorul,* relaCwe  to  a  Brigantine 

■»A  Ml.  r  ri-ii,  r,',  .«,.,:(•,„„,/„„  and  Nathaniel  //„;,..;,.,„,',  n|  p,,,. 
iiwiith,   I'   ill,'  I.       'I      '     I  •  •  I    I  Mr  Board  of  an  al.ir:ii  I:     III    \  ;  ■ 
Islam/.   I         ■  '  I  rip,dred  there,  to  till  II    ■        ,    i.. 

the  iiLllh  of  Vijitemher,  one  of  said  brigantines  got  on  shore  upon  Noii. 
iieiiuxxel-lslaiid.  After  a  trial,  found  they  could  not  get  her  off.  The 
owner  of  said  hrisiantinc,  Mr.  Bowers,  with  the  men  belonging  to  the. 
sloop-of-war,  took  to  their  boat,  and  set  out  for  Holmes's  Hole,  in  order 
to  get  assistance  from  aboard  a  man-of-war.  In  the  interim,  our  sol. 
diery,  having  notice  of  her  being  on  shore,  went  and  took  posses._-ion  of 
her,  and  have  brought  her  to  Dartmouth,  where  they  have  her  sif •. 
undrr  a  strong  guard. 
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lately  taken  and  carried  into  Dartmouth ;  also,  a  Letter 
from  the  Coiiiniittee  of  Correspondence  of  Dartmouth* 
dated  October  1st,  relative  to  the  same  Brigantine,  and  to 
six  Prisoners,  taken  at  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  brought  to 
this  Town. 

In  Council,  October  6,  1775:  Read  and  concurred  ;  and 
IValtcr  Spooner  and  Moses  Gill,  Esquires,  are  joined. 

A  Petition  of  Joseph  Patrick,  praying  an  allowance  for 
the  expense  of  himself  and  a  number  of  other  persons,  in 
taking  and  securini;  two  Vessels  at  the  eastward,  was  read, 
;nul  committed  to  Mr.  Hopkins,  Captain  Balchclder,  and 
.Mr.  (Vhitncij. 

Tiie  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Icory  llovey,  entered 
October  5th,  reported.  The  Report  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  till  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  fitting  out  a  number  of  Armed  Vessels 
should  report,  who  were  enjoined  to  sit ;  and  Mr.  Gerry 
and  Captain  Foster  were  appointed  on  said  Committee,  in 
the  room  of  Colonel  Grout  and  Mr.  Jcivctt,  absent. 

The  Connnittee  appointed  to  consider  what  should  be 
done  with  the  Fire-Arms  purchased  for  the  use  of  this 
(iovernment  reporled.      Read  and  accepted. 

Whereas  a  number  of  Fire-Arms  have  been  purchased 
bv  this  Colony,  and  no  person  ap|)ointed  whose  proper 
business  it  is  to  receive  and  take  charge  of  the  same  ; 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  Deacon  Samuel  Fisk,  oHVatertown,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed  to  receive  into 
his  possession  such  Fire-Arms  and  Accoutrements  as  have 
been  or  may  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  and 
give  his  receipt  for  the  same  ;  which  receipt  shall  be  lodged 
with  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  before  any  further  allow- 
ance be  made  for  the  payment  for  said  Arms;  and  said 
Samuel  Fisk  shall  deliver  said  File- Arms  lo  the  order  of 
the  major  [)art  of  the  Council  only,  and  shall  be  account- 
able to  this  or  some  General  Court  for  his  conduct  in  said 
office. 

Ordered,  That  the  Connnittee  appointed  to  examine 
and  receive  Fire-Arms  be  directed  to  see  that  each  Fire- 
Arm,  purchased  by  this  Colony,  be  marked  with  the  let- 
ters C.  M.  /?.,and  numbered,  and  that  such  nimiber  and 
mark  be  stamped  on  the  barrel  ;  and,  when  so  marked  and 
numbered,  to  be  by  said  Committee  deposited  with  Deacon 
Samuel  Fisk,  of  Waterloien. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Partridge  inform  the  said  Deacon 
Fisk  that  this  House  have  appulnietl  him  to  take  such 
Fire-Arms  into  his  custodv. 


Jahcz  Fisher,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  the 
(.'ommittee  of  both  Houses,  on  the  Petition  of  Jeremiah 
Potc  and  Thomas  ll'yer ;  and  the  Representation  of  the 
Committee  of  Inspection  oi'  the  Town  o(  Falmouth,  rela- 
tive to  the  said  Potc  and  H'ycr^s  shipping  dry  Fish,  con- 
trary to  the  ReMiJve  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  passed 
on  the  12th  ui'  June  last. 

"  In  (:.mn,-.l,  Oftolirr  (3,  ITTr.. 

"  The  Conmiitlee  of  both  Houses  upon  the  I'elition  of 
Jeremiah  Potc  and  Thomas  ll'ycr,  and  the  Representation 
of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  ol'ihe  Town  of  Falmouth, 
relating  to  the  said  i'oieand  ll'yer's  shipping  dry  Fish,  con- 
trary to  the  Resolve  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  passed 
on  the  12th  day  of  June  last:  The  Committee  have  at- 
tended that  service,  and  agree  to  report  the  li)llowing  facts: 

"  We  find  the  said  ICyer  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  in  Neu-- 
llaiapshire,'\n  the  schooner  called  the  Favourite,  about  the 
2Uth  day  of  July  last,  and  was  restrained  from  proceeding 
liom  that  port  lo  the  [)ort  of  Falmouth,  (where  the  vessel 
belonged,)  by  the  Captain  of  the  man-of-war  then  in  that 
iiarbour.  The  owners  of  said  vessel  (the  said  Pote  being 
one)  were  obligetl  to  purchase  the  cargo  in  that  river,  and 
landed  and  sailed  out  of  that  harbour;  and  they  gave  the 


master  of  said  vessel  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars, 
to  lay  out  in  dry  fish,  in  the  Lie  of  Shoals,  if  the  wind 
would  permit  of  his  calling  there  after  he  went  out  of  the 
harbour.  The  said  Pote,  in  excuse  for  his  so  doing,  said 
he  never  had  seen  said  resolve  of  Congress,  but  had  heard 
of  it ;  but  as  they  were  in  another  Colony,  thought  that 
resolve  could  not  be  binding  upon  him;  but  soon  after 
was  convinced  of  his  error,  and  is  heartily  sorry  for  the 
ofience  he  has  given  in  that  transaction,  and  has  since  and 
will  observe,  religiously,  the  resolves  of  this'  Colony  and 
the  Continental  Congress. 

"  It  does  not  appear  to  your  Committee  that  the  said 
ff'yer  ever  heard  of  said  resolve  of  that  time.  Where- 
fore, although  your  Committee  think  the  care  and  vigilance 
of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  Town  o( Falmouth 
to  be  very  conmiendable,  yet  inasmuch  as  the  fish  above 
referred  to  was  purchased  without  the  limits  of  this  Colo- 
ny, if  purchased  at  all  on  their  account,  and  therefore  as 
they  apprehended  no  violations  of  the  resolves  of  Con- 
gress, and  as  they  profess  an  entire  disposition  religiously 
to  observe  and  conform  to  all  the  resolves  and  regulations 
of  the  Congress  of  the  Continent,  and  also  of  the  Colony, 
they  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  Pote  and  U  yer  be  dis- 
missed fiom  any  further  attendance  on  this  Court. 

"  Read  and  accepted  ;  and  theieupon 

"fiesolved.  That  the  said  Potc  and  fl'yer  be  dismissed 
from  any  further  attendance  on  this  Court." 

Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  go  to  the  honourable  Board, 
to  desire  them  to  inquire  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  Militia  Bill,  if  they  were  ready  to  report. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Cutter  be  on  the  Connnittee  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  fitting  out  Armed  ^'essels,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Sullivan. 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  two  Letters  from  his 
Excellency  General  Washington,  one  dated  August  30, 
relative  to  a  demand  for  Wood,  the  other  of  this  date, 
relative  to  the  same  article  ;  and  also  to  some  irregularities 
at  H'innisimit  Ferry,  and  the  necessity  of  appropriating 
the  houses  in  and  about  Cambridge  as  Barracks  for  the 
Troops;  and  informed  the  House  that  it  was  the  desire  of 
the  honourable  Council  that  they  might  be  immediately 
taken  into  consideration.  They  were  accordingly  read,  and 
committed  to  Major  Learned,  Colonel  Saycr,  Colonel  Tha- 
yer, and  yX-Apv  Fuller ,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board 
may  join. 

//(  Council,  October  7,  1775  :  Read  ami  concurred  ;  and 
Benjamin  Grcenleaf,  H'aller  Spooner,  and  Joseph  Gcrrish. 
Lsijuires,  are  joined. 

0/-(/e;Tf/,  That  the  Memorial  and  Address  o( Isaac  Back- 
us, in  behalf  of  the  Baptist  Churches,  be  committed  to 
.Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  IVheelcr,  Mr.  Jl'ood,  Captain  Morton. 
Ml.  Hcndrick,  Mr.  Mills,  and  Doclor  Fletcher. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  repair  to 
JVindsor,  to  obtain  what  knowledge  they  could  in  the  ma- 
nufactory of  Saltpetre,*  was  read,  and  Tuesday  next,  at 

*  'I'lu'  (•..niimtl.r  who  wrri>  a]i|>oiiiti-il  liv  this  lioin.nr.ible  Assembly 

loc.in>"i  1^-  r.riiii'n  i..i.^.;"  -,.Ii|'  i!  ."  .'•!  -...i'.'  iiiMi, Ills  from  the 
fii-^t  'I.I'    '      >      '  r:  '     :      I'  ''.    :      -    lionourabb 

H„n-,      ",,  ;'.'.:    ^      '  II.  Wnidsor,  in 


imrn.-di.t.  Iv  k.I  ..i.l  inr  11',, „/.-',., ,  '■.  ' 
suit  Doacoii  naficr,  aiiotlicr  of ,  u  i  i 
pany  me,  allcwinir  lliat  one  coul.i  ,i  ; 
Ills  "■;oin<;  woulil  oiilv  imt   llir   ("l"'-,    i" 

thcnce     I    pr.H :    "1    -n     r.r.     u   IV     U'Hb     :. 

but,  luckily.  Ml    I'  II        .1.  r.nji.l,!, 

,<»■,   I  lit  on    a    ■   I    ',       I  ,    uluM-e    fbe 


riicy  had 
!l  of  very 


Utier  iVoin  IheComniitleoofCori 
in-  tbe  lionourablr  l!o  ir  I,  that,  on 


if  Dartmouth,  ac. 
inio,  the  militia  of 
:  to  the  yautiliis. 


They  appeared  like  gentlemen  truly 
ins-|iired  th'-m  with  such  generosity 


ibt.nn  but  about  twenty  weight  in  tiie  nhule  :  and  after  entirely  failiiig 
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three  o'clock,  was  assigned  to  take  the  same  into  considera- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  last  mentioned  be  di- 
rected to  make  trial  in  this  Town  of  the  process  mentioned 
in  said  Report. 

Resolved,  TUal  Joseph  GrccnkaJ]  Esq.,  with  such  other 
jieison  as  he  may  choose,  be,  and  lier(U)y  is  appointed  to 
repair  immediately  to  Brookjield,  to  make  experiment  of 
a  certain  earth  there,  said  to  be  impregnated  with  a  matter 
proper  for  the  production  of  Sulphur. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Batchclder  and  Major  &;iu/t  be 
appointed  on  the  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Militia  Bill,  in 
the  room  of  Colonel  Godfrey  and  Colonel  Porter,  absent. 

of  success,  without  knowing  tlie  cause,  were  about  to  give  over;  but 
hearing  that  one  Mr.  Kihhe,  of  Windsor,  Goshen,  had  discovered  a  suc- 
cessful method  of  making  saltpetre,  they  iinniediately  applied  to  him 
for  instructions,  who  acquainted  them  tliat  he  had,  by  repeated  experi- 
ments, found  out  a  method  by  wliich  he  could  make  fifteen  or  sixteen 
weight  of  saltpetre  in  a  day,  but  utterly  refused  to  give  them  any  in- 
formation until  they  had  given  him  a  fee  of  four  Pounds,  lawful  money. 
Upon  which  he  told  them  as  follows,  viz  :  That  saltpetre,  he  found, 
might  be  extracted  from  almost  any  earth  in  some  quantity.  He  had 
tried  common  earth,  taken  up  directly  from  the  ground,  which  had  never 
been  under  any  cover,  and  from  his  vat  full,  (containing  between  fifty 
and  sixty  bushels,)  he  had  made  six  pounds  of  good  saltpetre  ;  but  the 
best  earth  he  could  find  was  from  under  old  buildings,  standing  on 
pretty  high  land,  of  a  light,  sandy,  or  loamy  nature.  In  using  this 
earth,  he  found  the  light  loose  dirt  on  the  surface  contained  the 
largest  proportion  of  nitre;  but  when  he  got  below  this,  the  lower  he 
dug  the  better  it  yielded,  as  he  had  gone,  which  was  about  three  feet 
deep.  With  this  earth  he  filled  his  vat,  as  he  liad  but  one,  leaving  it 
hollow  on  the  top.  He  then  sprinkled  on  the  earth,  in  the  vat,  lie,  drawn 
from  common  ashes,  in  the  proportion  of  about  a  pint  to  a  bushel  of 
earth.  He  then  poured  on  water,  sufficient  to  wet  the  eartli,  about  milk- 
warm.  He  then  poured  on  cold  water  until  he  had  added  about  as 
much  as  there  was  of  the  earth,  letting  it  run  through  the  earth  as 
soon  as  it  would  ;  if  the  first  running  was  foul,  ho  returned  it  on  to  the 
earth  until  it  came  through  perfectly  clear.  He  continued  to  save  the 
lie,  for  boiling,  as  long  as  it  came  through  clear  ;  but  us  soon  as  it 
began  to  change  to  a  yellow  or  brown  colour,  he  put  all  that  came 
through  after  that  into  his  next  vat  of  earth,  alleging,  very  justly,  that 
the  nitre,  being  easily  dissolved  by  water,  came  through  first,  and  that 
when  the  colour  changed,  the  unctuous,  bituminous  parts  of  the  earth 
were  coming  through,  which,  though  they  contained  some  nitre,  yet 
would  so  clog  and  entangle  the  nitrous  salts,  as  to  prevent  their  freely 
Bliooting  into  crystals.  When  he  had  collected  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
lie  to  fill  his  two  kettles,  he  began  to  boil ;  and  as  the  lie  consumed  in 
t  be  kettles,  he  constantly  filled  the  kettle  he  intended  to  boil  oft"  in  with 
hot  liquor,  out  of  the  other  kettle,  and  filled  that  other  kettle  with  cold 
lie  from  the  vats,  observing  carefully,  through  the  whole  boiling,  to 
skim  off"  what  arose  to  the  top  of  the  boiling  liquor;  wliicli  scum  he 
saved  to  put  into  his  next  vat  of  earth.  When  he  had  got  all  the  liquor 
he  designed  for  one  boiling,  into  one  kettle,  and  had  reduced  it  to  about 
double  or  treble  the  quantity  he  expected  to  reduce  it  to  for  crystal, 
lizing,  he  poured  it  into  a  tub,  previously  fixed  for  the  purpose,  by  being 
let  nearly  on  a  level,  being  perforated,  and  a  tap  fixed  within  about  an 
inch  of  the  bottom.  After  letting  it  stand  in  this  tub  a  sufficient  time 
t"or  all  the  gross  matter  to  settle  to  the  bottom,  he  drew  it  off"  by  the 
abovementioned  tap,  which  left  the  sediment  in  the  bottom  of  the  tub, 
below  the  tap.  He  then  returned  it  into  his  kettle,  and  boiled  it  gently, 
tlirowing  in  at  this  time  a  small  quantity  of  alum,  viz  :  about  two 
epoonfuls  into  a  quantity  of  liquor,  from  which  he  expected  fifteen 
])Ounds  of  nitre.  This  would  occasion  it  to  throw  up  the  impurities, 
l>lentifully,  to  the  surface  of  the  boiling  liquor,  which  he  carefully 
skinnncd  off,  until  by  setting  a  little  of  the  liquor  in  a  cool  place,  in  a 
spoon,  he  found  it  begin  to  shoot  info  crystals.  He  then  dipped  it  out 
of  the  kettle  into  the  abovementioned  perforated  tub,  being  clean 
washed.  Here  he  let  it  stand  long  enough  for  the  gross  matter  again 
to  subside,  taking  care,  however,  to  draw  it  off  into  his  coolers  before 
it  grew  so  cold  as  to  crystallize  in  the  tub.  For  crystallizing  vessels, 
he  preferred  wooden  trays   to   any   other,  into   which    he   now  drew 


iquo 


and  set 


.  cool  place,  wh 


about  twelve  hours,  it 
refully  drained  off  the 


would  be  sufficiently  crystallized.  He 
liquor  from  the  crystals,  and  boiled 
again  crystallize.  He  then  poured  it  iiiln  Ins  tnli,  m  milcrfor  the  sedi- 
ment to  subside  as  before,  and  then  drew  it  nil'  ,iii<l  si4  it  to  crystal- 
lize. This  he  repeated  twice  after  the  first  ci y.->lalliziiig,  and  the  re- 
maining liquor  he  put  into  his  next  vat  of  earth.  His  inethod  of 
refining  was  exactly  similar  to  that  recommended  f"rom  Virginia,  [lub- 
lished  in  the  pamphlet  ordered  by  the  Continental  Congress. 

By  exactly  following  these  directions,  these  gentlemen  informed  me 
they  had  produced  the  fine  crop  of  crystals  I  there  saw  ;  and  by  coni- 
l)uting  from  the  success  they  had  there  had,  and  even  making  some 
allowance,  they  should  be  able  (in  that  works,  consisting  of  three  vats, 
holding  about  forty-five  bushels  each,  and  two  potash  kettles  to  boil 
in)  to  make  fifty  weight  a  week. 

Having  got  this  intelligence  from  these  gentlemen,  I  went  to  visit 
Mr.  Kihhe,  who  appeared  very  reserved  on  the  subject ;  but  he  told  me 
that  he  had  honestly  told  these  gentlemen  all  he  knew  at  that  time, 
and  that  the  knowledge  I  had  got  in  the  business  was  sufficient  to 
carry  it  on  with  success  ;  but  that  he  had,  in  the  course  of  his  experi- 
ments, since  he  nil'uiu-d  tlieni,  made  some  very  useful,  advantageous 
discoveries;  Imi  ,1.  h.  Iii.l  obtained  his  knowledge  by  great  expense 
of  time,  int. I    .  i     ,       iMiiy,  he  did   not   think  it  his  duty  to  give  it 

away;  but  , I    pi    \     I  >■  was  to  sit  soon,  he  intended  to  make  them 

an  oft'ur  i<\']r,-     lull, -i  finable  terms,  which,  if  they  complied  with, 

no  doubt  the  whoU'  woulil  be  soon  published.  He  told  me,  positively, 
that  he  could  make  fifteen  pounds  a  day,  and  confirmed  the  above  ac'. 
counts  those  gentlemen  had  given  me,  respecting  the  nitrous  qualities 
of  the  earth,  from  his  own  experience. 
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Saturday,  October  7,  1775. 

Samuel  Iloltcn,  E^rp,  brought  down  the  Report  of  a 
Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the  Petition  of  Thomas 
Crandon  and  Nathniiiet  llamnond ;  and  also  on  the  appli- 
cation inade  by  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the 
Town  of  Dartmouth,  viz  : 

"The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  ajipoiuted  on  the  Pe- 
tition of  Thomas  Crandon  and  Nathaniel  Hammond,  and 
also  on  the  application  made  by  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence for  the  Town  of  Dartmouth,  have  attended  that 
service,  and  beg  leave  to  report  as  their  opinion,  that  four 
of  the  prisoners  named  therein,  viz :  Edward  Webb,  Tho- 
mas Newman,  Charles  Clarke,  and  John  Wooden,  be  forth- 
with sent  to  Taunton  Jail,  in  this  Colony,  there  to  be  con- 
fined until  the  further  order  of  this  Court;  and  the  other 
two  appearing  to  be  impressed  men,  (viz:  Benjamin  Bow- 
ers and  John  Burn,)  tlierefore  report  that  they  be  dis- 
charged. Also  report,  that  the  said  Brigantine,  mentioned 
by  said  Conmiittee,said  to  be  the  property  o( Henry  Bow- 
ers and  Henry  Bowers,  Jun.,  be  forthwith  discharged,  and 
delivered  to  the  said  Bowerses,  or  their  orders. 

"/rt  Council:   Read  and  accepted  ;  and  thereupon 

"Resolved,  Tiiat  the  said  Edward  JVebb,  Thomas  x\ew- 
man,  Charles  Clarke,  and  John  Wooden,  be  forthwith  sent 
to  Taunton  Jail,  in  this  Colony,  there  to  be  conlined  until 
the  further  order  of  tliis  Court;  and  that  the  said  i?c/ya- 
min  Bowers  and  John  Burn  be  forthwith  discharged. 

"And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Brigantine 
be  forthwith  discharged,  and  delivered  over  to  Messrs. 
Henry  Bowers  and  Henry  Bowers,  Jtm.,  who  are  the 
rightful  owners  thereof." 

Read  and  concurred. 

Charles  Chauncy,  Esquire,  brought  down  a  Petition  of 
James  Haywanl,  o(  Bruintree,  praying  this  Court  to  sus- 
pend the  |)roceedings  of  the  Conmiittee  of  Correspondence 
of  said  Town,  with  resjtect  to  the  Estate  of  the  hte  John 
Borland,  Esq.,  until  he  can  have  a  hearing  thereupon  be- 
fore this  Court,  with  the  lollowing  vote  of  Council  thereon  : 

"In  Council,  October  6,  1775. 

"  Read,  and  Ordered,  That  the  Petitioner  serve  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  with  a  copy  of  this  Petition 
and  Order ;  that  they  show  cause  to  this  Court,  if  any  they 
have,  on  Thxirsday,  the  12th  inst.,  why  the  prayer  thereof 
should  not  be  granted  ;  and  that  tiiey  stay  all  further  pro- 
ceedings, in  regard  to  the  said  Estate,  in  the  mean  time." 

Read  and  concurred. 

Monday,  October  9,  K;:.. 

Resolved,  That  fom-  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon,  be  assign- 
ed for  the  consideration  of  a  Letter  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  an  Account  reported  by  the  Committee  to  ])re- 
pare  Accounts,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan  prepare  an  Address  to  the 
majority  of  the  honourable  Council  relative  to  an  informa- 
tion received  by  this  House,  of  thirteen  Ships  and  two  other 
Vessels  arrived  at  Long-Island,  near  Penobscot. 

John  Whitcomb,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Letter  or  Speecli 
from  Ambroise  and  Pierre  Toiiia,  Heads  of  tlie  St.  Johns 
Tribe,  viz  : 

••Penobscot  Falls,  .September  10,  1775. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  the  Massachusetts- 
Bay  : 

'■  Sir  :  Ambroise  and  Pierre  Toma,  two  of  the  heads  ol 
the  St.  John's  Tribe  oi'  Indians,  came  in  here  this  day  and 
desired  me  to  write  you  the  following  letter,  from  their  own 
mouths,  and  forward  it  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity,  and 
to  request  an  answer  from  you. 

"I  am.  Gentlemen,  with  the  gi-eatest  respect,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  Jonatha.n  Lowder." 

".Vt  the  Truck-Mouse,  Penobscot  Falls,  Sept.  1'2.  1775. 

'■  Capt.  Thomas  Fletcher  and  Lieutenant  Andrew  Gil- 
man,  interpreters,  present. 

"  We,  Ambroise  and  Pierre  Toma,  the  heads  of  the  St. 
John's  Tribe,  and  in  behalf  of  said  tribe  and  the  Mickamack 
Tribe,  salute  the  chiefs  of  the  Colony  of  the  3Iassachusetti, 
and  u  ish  you  health,  and  that  God  would  prosperyou  in  your 
present  war  with  Great  Britain.  We  have  talked  with  the 
Penobscot  Tribe,  and  by  them  we  hear  you  are  engaged  in 
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a  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  they  are  engaged  to  join 
with  you  in  opposing  your  and  our  enemies.  We  heartily 
join  witii  our  hreihren  the  Penobscot  Indians  in  every  thing 
that  they  iiave  or  shall  agree  with  our  brethren  of  the  Colony 
of  the  Massachusetts,  and  are  resolveti  to  stand  together 
and  oppose  the  people  of  Old-England  that  are  endeavour- 
ing to  take  your  and  our  lands  from  us.  AVe  are  brothers 
of  one  Father,  and  one  God  made  us  all,  and  we  will  stand 
by  you  as  long  as  ihe  Almighty  will  give  us  strength,  and 
we  hope  you  will  do  the  same  for  us.  We  have  no  where 
to  look  to  for  assistance  but  to  you,  and  we  desire  that 
you  would  help  us  to  a  priest,  that  he  may  pray  with  us 
to  God  Almiglity.  We  have  no  place  to  go  to  but  to  Pe- 
nobscot for  support,  and  we  desire  you  would  provide  ani- 
munilion,  provisions,  and  goods,  for  us  there,  and  we  will 
come  in  there  and  give  you  om-  furs  and  skins,  and  take 
our  support  from  you  in  return,  and  will  be  thaidcful  to 
you  for  the  kindness. 

"  Brothers,  we  jiray  God  to  bless  you  and  pros|)er  you, 
and  strengthen  and  lengthen  this  new  chain  with  us." 

In  Council,  October  9,  1775:   Read  and  sent  down. 

Read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  Ornc,  Mr.  Story,  and 
Mr.  Sullivan,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  may 
join. 

Michael  Farley,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Petition  of  Tho- 
mas Gould,  of  Easlham,  Master  of  the  Schooner  William, 
owned  by  Mr.  John  Prince,  now  at  Halifax,  jiraying  the 
directions  of  the  Court  with  respect  to  a  Letter  he  has 
received  from  said  Prince.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Sullivan,  according  to  order,  reported  the  following; 
which  was  read  and  accepted,  viz: 
May  it  please  your  Honours  : 

The  House  has  just  received  intelligence  that  there  are 
now  at  Long-Island,  near  Penobscot  River,  several  per- 
sons employed  in  cutting  wood,  in  order  to  supply  our 
enemies,  the  Ministerial  Army,  now  in  possession  of  the 
Town  of  Boston,  and  that  Admiral  Graves  has  sent  a 
number  of  armed  vessels  to  guard  and  protect  the  provi- 
des and  carriers  of  said  wood.  And  as  the  militia,  with 
the  forces  raised  in  this  Colony  to  defend  the  sea-coast, 
are  under  the  command  of  your  Honours,  the  House  begs 
leave  to  suggest  to  you  the  necessity  of  your  taking  this 
matter  under  consideration,  that  your  Honours  may  order 
such  re-enforcements  as  you  shall  judge  necessary.  And 
the  House  further  begs  leave  to  suggest  that  one  Captain 
Bradish,  now  in  the  Army,  can  give  your  Honours  inform- 
ation of  the  above  facts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Colonel  Ornc,  Mr.  Pills, 
Colonel  Saivyer,  and  Mr.  Mills,  be  a  Conniiittce  to  wait 
upon  the  majority  of  the  honourable  Council  with  the  fore- 
going Message. 

"  In  Council,  October  9,  1775:  Read,  and  by  the  major 
part  of  the  Council,  Ordered,  That  William  Sever,  fVallir 
Spooner,  and  Moses  Gill,  Esqs.,  be  a  Committee  to  con- 
sider the  merits  thereof,  and  report." 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  at  large  the  ex- 
pense which  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony  have  been 
at  in  providing  and  conveying  Provisions  to  the  Soldiers 
immediately  after  the  battle  at  Concord  and  Lexington, 
reported  the  following  Resolve,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  each  Town  make  out 
an  exact  Account  of  the  Provisions  that  their  respective 
Towns  provided,  and  the  charge  of  conveyance,  certified 
by  them  ;  and  that  there  be  a  Committee  appointed  by 
this  House  to  examine  their  respective  Accoimts,and  when 
corrected,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  i)uhlick  Treasury. 

Read  and  accepted  ;  and  Mr.  Cross,  Deacon  Nichols, 
Mr.  Moody,  Mr.  Rawson,  and  Colonel  Doane,  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  lor  the  pui-pose  ahovementioned. 

The  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Luncnburgh  was  com- 
mitted to  the  said  Committee. 

An  Account  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  Coolidge,  for  dining  forty 
Gentlemen  of  the  Clergy,  &,c.,  was  read,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Afternoon. 

The  Report  of  the  Commitlee  a|)poinled  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  fitting  out  Armed  Vessels  was  taken  iiiio 
consideration.      Read  and  accepted. 


Whereas  the  unnatural  enemies  of  these  Colonies  have 
infested  the  sea-coasts  with  Armed  Vessels,  and  are  daily 
endeavouring  to  distress  the  inhabitants,  by  plundering 
Live  Stock,  and  making  captures  of  Provision  and  other 
Vessels,  being  the  property  of  said  inhabitants;  and  where- 
as the  Grand  Congress  oH  America  have  resolved,  "That 
each  Colony,  at  their  own  expense,  make  such  provision, 
by  Armed  Vessels  or  otherwise,  as  their  respective  Assem- 
blies, Conventions,  or  Committees  of  Safety,  shall  judge 
expedient,  anil  suitable  to  their  circumstances  and  situa- 
tions, for  the  protection  of  their  Harbours  and  navigation 
on  the  Sea-Coasts,  against  all  unlawful  invasions,  attacks, 
and  depredations  from  Cutters  and  Ships  of  War ;"  and 
whereas  it  is  the  duty  and  interest  of  each  Colony  to  exert 
itself,  as  well  for  the  ])ur|)ose  of  keeping  Supplies  from 
the  enemy  as  for  those  mentioned  in  the  Resolve  just 
recited  ; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  a  Conmiittee  be  now  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Jiill  for  the  confiscation 
of  all  armed  and  other  Vessels  that  shall  be  taken  and 
brought  into  this  Colony,  together  with  their  Cargoes,  ap- 
purtenances, &.C.,  which  shall  have  been  found  making 
unlawful  invasions,  attacks,  or  depredations  on  our  sea- 
coasts  or  navigation,  or  improved  in  supplying  the  enemy 
with  Provisions,  &.C.,  or  employed  by  them  in  any  other 
respect  whatever;  and  that  provision  be  made  in  said  Bill 
for  encouraging  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  as 
shall  for  this  purpose  be  reconnnended  by  the  Committees 
of  Correspondence  and  Safety  of  the  Town  in  which  they 
shall  dwell,  to  fit  out  Aimed  Vessels,  under  such  regula- 
tions as  the  General  Court  shall  order;  and  that  all  Ves- 
sels and  Cargoes  that  shall  be  taken  by  said  inhabitants 
or  others,  properly  authorized  to  take  the  same,  and  that 
shall  be  legally  condemned  in  this  Colony,  shall  be  the 
property  of  the  captors,  they  ]iaying  the  charges  of  con- 
demnation. Also,  that  further  provision  be  made  in  said 
Bill  for  determining  the  Salvage  that  shall  be  allowed  on 
such  Vessels  as  shall  be  retaken  from  the  enemy  before 
condemnation  ;  and  for  erectin<r  a  Court  for  the  trial  and 
condenmation  of  all  V^essels,  Cargoes,  Stc,  as  aforesaid, 
that  shall  be  taken  and  brought  into  this  Colony. 

The  Letter  prepared  to  be  sent  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress was  considered,  and  recommitted  for  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Expenses  for  defending  and  pro- 
tecting the  Sea-Coast  be  detached  from  the  general  Ac- 
count which  is  designed  to  accompany  the  said  Letter 
ahovementioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  upon  the  table  the 
Resolve  of  this  Court  appointing  a  Committee  to  examine 
into  the  reason  and  justness  of  the  capture  of  Vessels  that 
may  he  carried  into  the  eastern  jiarts  of  this  Colony. 

Tuesday,  Octol»cr  10,  1775. 

Mr.  John  Lou-ell  came  in,  and  laid  upon  the  table  the 
Resolve  of  this  Court,  appointing  a  Commitlee  to  examine 
into  the  captures  that  may  be  carried  into  the  eastern  parts 
of  the  Colony.  

Afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  considei- 
the  Proceedings  of  the  (,'ommittee  of  Deer-Island,  relative 
to  the  Schooner  JS'ightingalc,  sit  thereon,  and  report  as 
soon  as  may  be. 

On  the  Petition  of  a  number  of  Prisoners  in  Concord 
Jail,* 

Resolved.  That  ihu  pra\  er  of  this  Petition  he  so  far  grant- 
ed as  that  Lphraiiit  ft  ood,  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  the 
Town  of  Concord,  be  empowered  and  directed  to  provide 
one  Coat,  one  pair  of  Breeches,  one  pair  of  Stockings,  one 
Shirt,  and  one  pair  of  Shoes,  for  such  of  the  Petitioners  as 
the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Concord  judge  are  present 
snflerers  from  want  of  Clothing;  and  he  is  desireil  to  apply 
to  this  Court  for  the  pay  for  said  Clothing. 

In  Council,  October  10,  1775 :  Read  and  concurred. 

'  Petition  of  ten  prisoners  belonging  to  the  diflorent  Regiments  now 
in  /?o.s'/oH,  being  prisoners  ever  since  the  19th  o^  April  last,  and  remain- 
ing now  in  jail  in  the  Town  of  Concord.  Pray  your  Ilonoure  to  take 
under  consideration  our  disagreeable  necessity  of  applying  to  your 
Honours  for  clothing  to  cover  our  nakedness,  to  make  us  comfortabia 
in  llio  approacliiug  season.  We  ruly  on  your  Honours'  humanity  for 
tlMt  relief  which  is  necessary  for  your  petitioners'  preservation;  and. 
a-i  in  duly  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 
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Moses  Gill,  Esq.,  brouglit  down  a  Petition  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  for  the  Town  of  IVorccster,  set- 
ting forth,  tliat  one  Monsieur  Viart,  under  custody  of  the 
Coinmittee  of  Safety  there,  stands  in  need  of  Clothing,  and 
praying  the  consideration  and  direction  of  this  Court. 

Read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  llotrc,  Colonel  Doane, 
and  Colonel  McIiUush. 

WedncsJay,  October  U,  1775. 

The  Committee  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of 
Deer-ldand,  relative  to  the  Schooner  A/^'/i^i/ii^f'/c,  report- 
ed. After  debate  tliereon,  the  question  was  put,  whether 
said  Report  be  accepted  ;  and  it  was  passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  Resolve  directing  the  said  Committee  o{  Dccr- 
Island  to  retain  the  Schooner  abovemenlioned  in  their 
custody,  till  the  further  order  of  this  Court ;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  after  much  debate  thereon,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

it  was  then,  on  a  motion  made.  Voted,  That  the  vote 
for  non-accepting  of  the  above  Report  be  reconsidered, 
and  that  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  be  assigned  for  a  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof. 

Afternoon. 

Message  from  a  majority  of  the  honourable  Council,  viz  : 
"Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

"  We  have  taken  under  consideration  your  message  of 
the  9tli  instant,  relative  to  certain  armed  vessels  at  Long- 
Island,  near  Penobscot,  to  protect  and  guard  those  who  are 
employed  in  cutting  and  transporting  wood  to  Boston,  for 
the  use  of  the  Ministerial  Army;  and,  after  the  strictest 
inquiry,  we  find  that  there  now  are,  or  very  lately  have 
been,  sixteen  vessels  ai  Long-Island,  one  twenty  gun  ship, 
one  of  sixteen  guns,  two  tenders,  ten  large  transports,  and 
two  wood  sloops,  who  are  taking  wood  from  thence.  And 
that  Colonel  Cargill  had,  ten  days  since,  collected  about 
five  hundred  men,  witli  sixteen  days'  provisions,  and  a 
sufficient  number  of  boats  to  transport  them  from  the  main 
to  the  said  islands;  that  he  apprehended  he  had  a  force 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  enemy's  executing  their  purpose. 
It  does  not,  therefore,  appear  to  us  necessary,  at  present,  to 
make  any  further  provision." 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie. 

Eldad  Tni/lor,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  huth  Houses  to  whom  was  refened  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Letter  from  Ambroise  and  Pierre  Toma, 
two  heads  of  the  St.  John's  Tribe  of  Indians,  viz  : 

"  The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  consideration  of  the  letter  from  Ambroise  and  Pierre 
Toma,  two  of  the  heafis  of  the  iSV.  John's  Tribe  of  Indians, 
in  behalf  of  their  tribe,  and  to  confer  with  them,  beg  leave 
to  report :  That  they  have  attended  that  service,  and  ap- 
prehend it  may  be  of  great  service  to  this  Colony,  at  this 
time,  to  cultivate  a  good  harmony  with  the  tribe  of  Indians 
near  the  settlements  in  ISl orth- America ;  to  eflect  and  con- 
tinue which,  and  to  prevent  their  seeking  supplies  from  our 
enemies,  they  are  of  opinion  that  such  a  quantity  of  annnu- 
nition  be  procured,  and  sent  to  Penobscot,  to  the  Truck- 
master  there,  as  may  be  necessary  to  furnish  that  tribe,  as 
the  time  draws  nigh  when  they  usually  go  a  hunting.  That 
there  also  be  sent  to  the  said  Truckmaster  a  quantity  of  pro- 
visions and  clothing,  as  shall  be  judged  necessary  to  be 
sold  them  in  exchange  for  furs  that  they  may  biing  to  him. 
That  it  is  further  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  a 
letter  be  wrote  that  tribe,  expressive  of  the  desire  we  have 
that  the  friendship  at  present  subsisting  may  be  continued  ; 
that  the  expenses  of  tliese /«(/;ans  be  paid  by  the  Colony, 
and  such  a  present  as  this  Court  shall  think  proper  be 
made  to  them,  as  a  testimony  of  our  friendship. 

"  William  Sever,  per  order." 

Read  and  concurred. 

A  Letter  prepared  to  be  sent  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress read  and  reconniiilted,  and  the  Committee  were 
directed  to  take  into  consideration  the  expense  of  procuring 
Powder  from  the  several  Towns  in  the  Colony;  and  also 
the  charge  of  the  Massachusetts  Forces. 

A  Letter  of  Captain  Jacob  Rogers,  relative  to  a  charge 
against  him  of  assisting  and  refreshing  the  King's  Troops 
on  the  19th  of  ylpriV  last,  and  representing  that  his  conduct 


has  not  been  unfriendly  to  America,  and  therefore  praying 
he  may  be  freed  from  such  an  imputation,  was  read,  and 
committed  to  Captain  Stone,  Deacon  Codding,  and  Major 
Ely. 

And  thereupon  Resolved,  That  the  Petitioner  notify  the 
Connnittee  of  Correspondence  of  the  Town  of  Reading, 
and  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the  Town  of 
Stoncham,  or  the  Selectmen  of  said  Towns,  if  there  are  no 
such  Committees,  to  attend  the  Committee  of  this  House  on 
It'cdnesday  next,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of 
the  Connnittee  relative  to  the  Schooner  Nightingale.  It 
was  then  moved  that  the  same  be  now  accepted  ;  and 
the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Tliursday,  October  12,  1775. 

It  was  moved,  that  the  vote  of  this  House  [on  the  28th 
of  September]  fir  a  non-acceptance  of  the  Committee's 
Report  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection 
of  Deer- Island,  relative  to  the  Schooner  Nightingale,  be 
reconsidered  ;  and  after  a  long  debate  thereon,  it  was  moved 
that  the  question  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays  ;  and 
the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  House  will 
reconsider  the  vote  of  a  non-acceptance  of  said  Report, 
and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  go  to  the  honourable  Board,  for 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  the  two  Chiefs  of 
the  .SV.  .[ohn's  Tribe. 

Eldad  Taylor,  Esq.,  brought  it  down  accordingly. 


The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
Letter  from  the  two  Chiefs  of  the  St.  John's  Tribe  of 
Indians  was  read,  and  committed  to  Captain  Batchelder, 
Colonel  Jl'illiams,  and  Mr.  Rice. 

The  Connnittee  appointed  to  consider  the  services  of 
all  the  Officers  and  Soldiers,  &c.,  before  the  first  day  of 
August  last,  reported.  Read  and  recommitted  ;  and  Major 
Cross  was  appointed  on  the  Committee,  in  the  room  of 
Major  Ilawlcy. 

The  Connnittee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of 
Salem  reported.     The  Report  was  recommitted. 

A  Petition  of  Andreio  Gilman,  praying  a  recompense 
for  his  services  in  cultivating  a  friendly  disposition  in  the 
Indians,  was  read,  and  conmiitted  to  Captain  Batchelder, 
Colonel  JVilliams,  and  Mr.  Rice. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Brooks,  Mr.  Rawson,  Colonel 
Barrel,  Colonel  Thurston,  and  Mr.  Moody,  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  relative  to  the 
Accounts  of  such  Towns  as  ha\e  made  provision  for  the 
Poor  of  tlie  Towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown. 

Voted,  That  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  forenoon,  be  assign- 
ed for  the  consideration  of  the  Report  relative  to  Salt- 
petre. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Ely  he  on  the  Committee  to  con- 
sider some  efleclual  measure  for  promoting  the  manufactory 
of  Fire-Arms.  in  tlie  room  ofC'olonel  Davis. 


Friday,  October  13,  1775. 

Lieutenant  H'illiam  ClarJc,  chosen  by  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Gagcborough,  to  represent  tliem  in  the  room 
of  Captain  IVilliam  Clark,  deceased,  (as  was  made  to  ap- 
pear by  a  Certificate  from  the  Selectmen  of  said  Town,) 
was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  said  House. 

Jabcz  Fisher,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Bill  for  the  better 
regulating  the  Militia  of  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  four  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon,  be  assigned 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of  a  Committee  relative 
to  Saltpetre. 

The  Letter  prepared  to  be  sent  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress read  again,  and  recommitted  for  amendment ;  and  the 
Committee  were  directed  to  estimate  the  charge  of  the 
Massachusetts  Forces,  agreeable  to  our  own  establishment. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  and  Accounts  of  the 
Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Salem,  for  Fire-Arms,  Blankets. 
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and  other  necessaries  for  the  Army,  reported.*  Read  and 
accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  Jcc, 
be,  and  he  herohy  is  directed  to  pay  to  the  Selectmen  of 
Salemlbe  sum  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-two  Pounds, 
four  ShilHngs,  and  eij^ht  Pence  iarthiiig,  in  full  of  their 
accounts,  excepting  the  sutn  of  seven  Pounds,  six  Shillings, 
and  one  Penny  half-penny,  charged  for  billeting  Soldiers 
to  the  Camp,  which  is  not  yet  considered. 

In  Council,  October  -Jl,  177o:    Read  and  concmred. 


The  Letter  prepared  to  be  sent  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, being  amended,  was  read  and  accepted,  and  ordered 
to  be  sent  unsealed,  enclosed  in  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates  of 
this  Colony  at  said  Congress ;  and  the  Coumiittee  who  re- 
ported the  same  were  directed  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  said 
Delegates. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Slrplien  Rice  bo,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  to  purchase  two  IJkinUets  and  two  pieces  of  Rib- 
bon, and  deliver  them,  with  sixteen  Shillings  in  cash,  as  a 
present,  to  Ambroisc  and  Pierre  Tama,  two  Indian  Chiefs, 
one  of  whom  represents  the  St.  Joluis  and  the  other  the 
Mickamack  Tribe  of  Indians,  and  lay  his  account  before 
this  House  for  allowance. 

In  Council,  October  16,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

A  Resolve  for  supplying  the  Penobscot  and  other  In- 
dians was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  till  after  the  choice  of 
Civil  Officers. 

Order  of  the  Day  moved  for. 

On  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Dr.  If'/iitins;, 
Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr.  fVood,  be  a  Com- 
miiiee  to  consider  what  further  encouragement  is  necessary 
to  be  given  to  the  manufactory  of  Saltpetre. 

Siturday,  Octi)bor  11,  ITT.'i. 

Ordered,  That  Air.  Sullivan  bring  in  a  Resolve  for 
making  a  proper  application  to  General  IVashinglon,  rela- 
tive to  the  imprisonment  of  one  of  the  Members  of  this 
House,  viz:   Dr.  Benjamin  Church. 

A  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  oi  Provincctuwn,  praying 
the  Court  to  order  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirtj-five 
Pounds  to  he  paid,  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  to  said 
Town,  being  so  much  due  to  them  in  consequence  of  a 
Resolve  of  the  General  Court,  passed  the  ^Gth  o(  Febru- 
an/,  1774,  to  enable  ilie  inhabitants  to  su|iport  a  Protestant 
Minister  tliere,  &tc.,  as  set  forth  in  said  Petition.  Read,  and 
committed  to  Mr.  JS'ye,  Colonel  Freeman,  and  Mr.  Stark- 
weather. 

The  Secretary,  by  order  of  a  m.ajorily  of  the  honourable 
Council,  laid  ujion  the  table  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable 
.John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the  honoiu'able  Conti- 
nental Congress,  informing  them  that  the  Congress  had 
appointed  three  of  their  Members  to  wait  on  his  Excellency 
(ieneral  fVashington,  and  with  tiie  Governours  of  Connec- 
ticut and  Rhode-Island,  and  with  the  Council  o{ Massachu- 
setts-Bay, and  with  the  President  of  the  Neiv-Hampshirc 
Convention,  to  confer  on  the  subject  of  continuing,  sup- 
porting, and  regulating  the  Continenlal  Army. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry  bring  in  a  Resolve  to  em- 
power the  honourable  Council  to  make  suitable  provision 
i'or  the  above  Gentlemen. 

Mr.  Gerry,  according  lo  order,  reported  the  following 
Resolve.      Read  and  accepted. 

•Petition  from  the  Sclficlmcn  of  Sa/cm  linnibly  sliewetli :  That,  in 
obodiuncu  to  a  Rnsolve  of  the  latu  I'rovincial  Congress,  tlio.y  procured 
u  conKi.i.r.>M  •  inn,il,rr  r,f  Mniik(-ts,  firo-arm-!,  an.f  aroontn-mfnts,  for 
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Whereas  a  Committee  from  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  is  daily  expected  in  this  Colony,  to  confer  with 
the  honourable  Board  on  matters  of  great  importance  : 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  Roard  be  desired  to 
make  suitable  provision  for  the  said  Committee  of  Congress, 
the  Governours  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island,  and  the 
President  of  the  Congress  o(  New- Hampshire,  and  their 
attendants;  and  that  they  order  the  payment  of  such  ex- 
penses as  shall  arise  thereby  to  be  made  out  of  the  publick 
Treasury  of  this  Colony. 

'•In  Council,   October,  14,  1775. 

"Read  and  concurred;  and  I  I'a  Iter  Spuoner  and  fVilliam 
Sever,  Esqs.,  are  appointed  a  Connniltee  from  the  Board, 
to  make  suitable  provision  for  the  Committee  of  Congress, 
the  Governours  o(  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island,  and  the 
President  of  the  Congress  oi'  JSew-IIampshire,  and  their 
attendants.'' 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  o{  Andrew  Gilman  re- 
ported. Read  and  recommitted  ;  and  Mr.  Cooper  was 
appointed  on  the  Committee,  in  the  room  of  Col.  JVilliams. 

Resolved,  That  the  Receiver-General  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  pay  to  the  Honourable  Jedediah  Preble,  Esq., 
Truckmaster,  or  oriler,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds, 
out  of  the  publick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  to  be  by  him 
applied  for  the  purchase  of  Provisions,  Annnunition,  and 
Goods,  for  the  supplying  of  ihe  Eastern  Tribes  o(  Indians, 
and  take  Furs,  Skins,  iscc,  in  payment;  said  Preble  to  be 
accountable  to  this  Court  for  tiie  same. 

In  Council,  October  16,  177.5:   Read  and  concurred. 

Mr.  Sulliviin,  according  to  order,  reported  the  following 
Resolve,  viz  : 

Whereas  this  House  hath  been  informed  that  Benja- 
min Church,  Esquire,  a  mcndjer  thereof,  is  now  detained 
and  imprisoned  by  his  Excellency  George  Washington, 
Enquire,  (jcneral  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Forces 
of  the  United  Colonies;  and  the  House  being  jealous  of 
their  privileges,  and  desirous  to  know  the  cause  of  said  im- 
prisonment: therefore, 

R( solved.  That  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Sullivan,  and  Major 
Bliss,  he  a  Committee  to  apply  to  his  Excellency  George 
IVashinglon,  E-quire,  requesting  him,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
to  certify  to  this  House  the  cause  of  the  detention  and  im- 
prisonment of  the  said  Benjamin  Church,  Esq.,  that  they 
may  advise  thereon. 

Afternoon. 

The  Bill  for  establishing  a  number  of  Armed  Vessels 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  again  on  Tues- 
day next,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  the  Poor  of 
Boston  and  Charlestown  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  till  there 
is  a  full  House. 

]\Ioiiday,  October  IG,  177.5. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Bliss,  Alajor  Ilawley,  and  Mr. 
Pitts,  be  a  Connniltee  lo  in(|uire  into  the  services  of  Agents 
Boliun  and  Franklin,  and  report  to  the  House  what  sums 
are  projjer  to  he  allowed  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  Receiver-General  be,  and  hereby  is 
directed  to  pay  lo  Lieutenant  Andrew  Gilman,  out  of  the 
publick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  twenty-two  Pounds,  for 
liis  expenses  for  Mr.  Jedcdiah  Preble,  Truckmaster,  two 
Indians,  and  himself,  from  the  Truck-House  at  Penobscot, 
to  H atertoioi,  and  thence  back  to  Penobscot  again.  Also, 
twelve  I'ounds,  fourteen  Shillings,  and  eleven  Pence,  for 
his  billeting  and  expenses  amongst  the  Indians  until  this 
date,  and  thirteen  Pounds,  twelve  Shillings,  and  six  Pence, 
for  services  done  till  this  day  ;  the  whole  amounting  to  forty- 
eight  Poinids,  seven  Shillings,  and  five  Pence  :  said  Gilman 
to  be  accountable  to  ibis  Court  for  the  said  sim). 

N.  H.  Tlir  iwo  Indians  referred  lo  as  above  are  Am- 
broisc iiiid  Pirrrc  'Poma,  who  lepresent  the  St.  John's  and 
the  Mickamack  'I'ribe  of  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Letter  be  sent  to  the  Chiefs 
of  the  .SV.  John's  and  the  Mickamack  Tribe  o{  Indians  : 
Friends  and  Good  Brothers  : 

We  received  your  letter  dated  at  the  Truck-House,  at 
Penobscot  Falls,  the  twelfth  day  of  September,  1775. 

We  take  this  opporiunily  to  write  to  you  an  answer. 
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We  salute  j-ou,  and  wish  you  the  best  of  Heaven's  bless- 
ings— liealtii,  peace,  and  prosperity.  We  heartily  receive 
you  as  our  bretliren,  in  the  same  manner  as  we  have  re- 
ceived our  brethren  of  tiie  Penobscot  Tribe.  We  will  do 
every  thing  for  you  that  we  have  promised  to  do  for  them. 
We  shall  be  always  ready  to  help  you,  and  stand  firm  to- 
gether with  you  in  opposing  the  wicked  people  of  Old- 
Kngland,  who  are  fighting  against  us,  and  who  are  seeking 
to  take  your  and  our  lands  and  liberties  from  us,  and  make 
us  their  servants;  and  we  have  good  reason  to  believe  that 
we  shall  soon  drive  them  out  of  our  land. 

We  are  thirteen  Colonics  of  white  people,  who  have 
joined  in  one  loni;  chain,  and  almost  as  many  Tribes  of  our 
brethren.  i\\G  Indians,  who  have  very  much  lengthened  and 
strengthened  our  chain  :  it  is  now  so  long  and  so  strong, 
that  (if  we  don't  break  it  ourselves)  those  wicked  peo[)le 
of  Old-England  will  never  be  able  to  break  it.  We  are 
willing  you  should  ha\'e  a  Priest  of  }  our  oun,  and  worship 
as  you  choose  ;  for  om-  great  dependance  and  trust  is  on 
Almighty  God,  (who  made  you  and  us,)  for  proleclion  and 
defenc:-'. 

According  to  your  desire,  we  have  sent  to  oiu'  Tinrk- 
masler,  at  Penobscot,  money  to  purchase  ammuniiion,  pro- 
visions, and  goods,  as  we  think  will  be  sufficient  to  supply 
you  this  winter.  We  have  told  our  Truckmaster  to  i-up- 
ply  you,  and  lake  your  skins  and  furs  in  payment.  Thus 
we  liave  cheerfully  con]plied  with  your  requests,  and  shall 
be  always  ready  to  hear  your  rerpiests  or  complaints,  and 
we  trust  you  will  help  us  in  our  present  war  with  the  wicked 
people  of  Old- England,  if  we  send  for  you. 

We  pray  God  to  bless  you,  and  keep  you  out  of  the 
hands  of  all  your  and  our  enemies,  and  that  you  may  make 
a  part  of  our  long  chain  of  brothers,  as  long  as  the  sun  and 
moon  shall  endure. 

In  Council,  October  16,  1775.   Read  and  concurred. 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
for  the  Town  of  fVorcester,* 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Conniiitteo  be,  and  they  lure- 
by  aie  empowered  and  directed  to  liberate  Alonsieiu' f'iVn/, 
in  said  Petition  named,  that  he  may  be  able  to  provide  fur 
himself. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Freeman,  Colonel  Ornc,  Mr. 
Pitts,  Mr.  Sullivan,  and  Mr.  Gerry,  be  a  Committee  to 
make  suitable  provision  and  entertainment  for  the  Com- 
mittee expected  Irom  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress, the  Governours  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode- Island, 
the  President  of  the  JSeiv-Hanrpshire  Congress,  the  hon- 
ourable Council  of  this  Colony,  the  General  Ollicers  of 
the  Continental  Army,  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  and 
any  gentlemen  strangers  whom  said  Committee  may  see 
fit  to  invite. 

Voted,  That  four  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon,  he  assigned 
for  the  first  reading  of  the  Militia  Bill. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of 
P rovincetoivn ,'\  reported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 

*  Petition  of  tiio  Committee  of  Cori-espoiulence  for  tlie  Town  of 
Worcester,  luimbly  sliewetli :  Tliat  Monsicurl7«rt,  ,i  Frenchman,  about 
three  months  ago,  was  put  under  their  custody  by  tlie  Committee  of 
Safety,  witli  directions  tiiat  tlie  said  Viart  should  have  liberty  to  walk 
for  his  health,  to  a  convenient  distance  about  this  Town  ;  and  they 
would  inform  your  IlnioiuH'  tlmt  he  h;ifli  rnjnyrd  the  liberty  according 

1.)  the  dir.'i  I  i'lii-  ■^^\    n  '::.'i    li':  ■    i  -    iitii  m I"  ~u\'\  iionour;  and  as 

th,.y   li.ivr    ,        <i    ,:    ,  .■:.    !!>:.  .    ,    ■  ..,  :,     ^,  r.-H     \,r:„^l  15,  1775,  to 
keep  thr  sjhi  I  /.J  I  '  ■:  ■     :\ ,  ■■■  i!  !i  1  Ir       .  ;mi    1 1:  ■   i  ly,  until  further 

"iM       .     ,      ■'     I::..  ':',   ,:,   '  :,.','..  mliy^amUhit 


ithou 


He 


Your  petitioners  ther.-torr  pr.iy.  that  your  liouours  would  t:ike  the 
matter  into  consideration,  and  give  such  directions  relative  to  the  pre- 
mises, as  your  wisdom  shall  dictate.  And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty 
bound,  shall  ever  pr:iy. 

t  Petition  of  the  S-loctmen  of  Provincelown,  in  tlie  County  of  Ba);;- 
stable,  luimbly  shewrth  :  That  tliis  Province,  for  several  years  last  past, 
to  encourage  the  poor  inhaliitants  of  tliat  place  to  tarry  there  for  the 
preservation  of  so  valuable  a  harbour,  and  to  relieve  people  that  are 
frequently  cast  on  shore  on  that  desolate  place,  and  who  must  unavoid. 
ably  perish,  in  case  the  inhabitants  leave  the  place,  made  a  grant  of 
twenty  Pounds  a  year  towards  supplying  them  with  winter  preaching, 
which  sum  they  have  received  annually  until  May,  1772,  for  which 
grant  they  gratefully  acknowledge  the  Province's  care  of  them  ;  and 
upon  the  26th  day  of  February,  1774,  the  General  Court,  taking  their 
circumstances  into  consideration,  came  into  the  following  resolve,  viz  : 

"  Tli.il  there  bo  allowed  and  paid,  oat  of  the  publick  Treasury,  into 


sury  of  this  Colony,  to  the  Honourable  James  Otis,  Esq., 
to  be  by  him  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Selectmen  of 
the  Town  of  Provincetoivn,  or  to  their  order,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  Pounds,  for  the  use  of  the  In- 
habitants of  said  Town,  to  enable  them  to  discharge  such 
debts  as  have  arisen  for  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  ;  and 
further  to  enable  them  to  pay  the  Protestant  Minister 
already  settled  in  said  Town,  agreeable  to  a  grant  of  the 
General  Court  or  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  at  their  Ses- 
sions in  Fcbruarij,  A.  D.,  1774,  which  grant  was  made  of 
the  sum  of  forty-five  Pounds  annually,  for  twelve  years 
next  after  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-two, which  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  Pounds 
is  in  fidl  of  said  grant  till  May  last.  And  the  Receiver- 
General  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  pay  the  above- 
said  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  Pounds  to  the 
said/rtmcs  Otis,  Esq.,  for  the  purpose  abovesaid,  he  giving 
his  recei)it  therefor. 

In  Council,  October  17,  1775:    Read  antl  concurred. 

AfYernoon. 

The  Militia  Bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  again  on  Tuesday,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Ordered,  That  iNIr.  Sullivan  bring  in  a  Resolve  ein- 
powering  some  person  to  purchase  sundry  articles  of  Pro- 
visions, Goods,  &,c.,  for  the  Honourable  Jedcdiah  Preble, 
Truckmaster  at  Fort  Pownall. 

Til  sday,  (l:'t<.!icr  17.  177:.. 

Mr.  Gerry,  aerording  to  order,  brought  in  the  following 
Resolve.      Read  and  accepted. 

Whereas  the  Committee  apjiointed  to  settle  all  such 
Accounts  of  the  Committee  of  Supplies  as  remain  unset- 
tled are  empowered  to  pay  and  discharge  the  Accounts  of 
the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns  in  the  Government, 
for  Blankets  by  them  supplied,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
Congress;  and  there  are  many  Non-Commissioned  Oflicers 
and  Private  Soldiers  enlisted  by  this  Colony,  and  now  in 
the  American  Anny,  who  have  found  their  own  Blankets, 
and  not  received  payment  therefor;  and  others  who  are 
yet  unsupplied  with  Blankets,  or  Money  to  piuchase  the 
same : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  aforesaid  be, 
and  they  hereby-aie  empowered  to  pay  twelve  Shillings  to 
each  and  every  Sohlier,  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  fidly  satis- 
fy said  Committee  that  he  hath  not  received  a  Blanket,  or 
payment  therefor,  from  an)  Selectman  or  Committee  of 
this  Colony. 

Mr.  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  a  Letter  from 
Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  General  Washington, 
enclosing  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Church  to  the  enemy,  as 
deciphered  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  fVest,  together  with  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Council  respecting  the  same.  Where- 
upon, 

Rc.oIveJ,  That  Dr.  Church  ought  to  be  brought  to  tiic 
Bar  of  this  House,  to  show  cause,  if  any  he  has,  win;  he 
should  not  be  expelled  the  same. 

the  hands  of  the  Selectmen  of  Prnriucetown  for  the  time  being  the 
sum  uf  n.i-tv-fivo  rounds  auiiually,  f.r  lu-,-lv.-  year.--  nr.xt  .iftrr  the  lirst 

.Im  ,.r  \r„,;,  k7->,  I,,  i>,,.  I,,..  ,,r  iIm   i,,i;  r!,,Mni'.  ,,r.,,„i  'i-,,,,,  to  en. 


II;.  ,.,:,.,,  .,        •  .         ,     ,     ,:„.    Pro. 

!■    '•'•"    ^1'  ■■   '      •'!      ■  ■        '■■  ■'  ■■•     :     '        "      '■  -   '■■  '     - ,«.  That 

'  ''        '"■■..     ■■.    I.  •.  ,     •■:   I    ■      ■;,■'■•..      : ;      ^  .inmngst 

11m    .1  .1,.;    •,..    IVI    1,  ,,     ,    :   ,.         .,i      :  .    .  ,'■'■''  '>■■     And 

'"'■'''''      I  •'-'    ■  il       -  ' •"'      ■■     I"  ■  ;.'l  'I'..  '  fi    [■  ,  •  ,     1   ■,•  avod  out 

■■I'''"-    r"''i-   '•   'l-'-ir,.    ''<   \<-l-    |m:'„„-[.    ;i.-.,,.: n    ...u,l   '  f.  i ,;  „,  with. 

in  th.-  tiiU"  iurlu.lc.l  Hi  s.11,1  grant,  be  fir.st  deducted  nut  of  such  sums 
as  by  this  resolve  tliey  might  have  been  entitled  to  receive." 

But  so  it  happened,  that,  notwithstanding  said  grant  passed  all  the 
brandies  of  Government,    by  the   neglrr-l    of  i ho  person  who  had  tho 

the  Treasury  for  wliat  was  then  diir.  ,,,,„!,,,..  i,,  s.iid  resolve,  by 
which  means  the  snid  Town  has  harl   „,,  I.  ,,   in  ,,r  ,.,'  resolve  to  this 

'"    '  '  ■.■:•■''''■'•'      i      •-•     n      ■■  ■         ..•[,■,■:■.,         ; '    -    l|   M  HOt 

^•■"■'       ' 1"^'    "■        \'>   ll-l-l-l-.    .-    Ili.aa.    I      .I'M.    h,   ,r,.    Ml ■.H,„.nceof 

sa„i  n.«.lve,troui  M„y.  liiJ,  In  .U»y,  177j,  one  hundr.Hl  and  tliiity-five 
Poinids,  according  to  said  resolve  passed,  we  humbly  pray  the  honour, 
able  Court  to  ta  ke  the  matter  into  their  wise  consideration,  and  order  us 
to  receive  one  hundred  and  thirty -five  Pounds,  out  of  the  publick  Trea. 
sury,  to  complete  the  grant  to  Mat/,  1775,  unless  you  should,  in  your 
wonted  goodness,  give  us  twenty  Pounds  for  the  cost  and  trouble  of 
our  reverend  Pastor's  ordin.ition,  as  we  are  very  poor,  and  order  us  to 
receive  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  Pounds,  or  to  relieve  us  as  your 
givat  wisdom  sliall  .see  fit.     And,  as  in  duty  bound,  fIiuU  ever  pray. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sulliunn,  Major  iinif/tj/,  Mr.  Ger-     mittee  aforementioned  still  keep  possession  of  the  key  of 
rv,  Coioneri-VecmaM,  and  Mr. CooptV,  consider  and  report     said  Chest,  and  deliver  the  Bills  to  the  Committee  ap- 
proper  method  wherein  to  bring  Dr.  Church  before  thi 


House. 

Ordered,  Tlint  I\Ir.  Sullivan  bring  in  a  Resolve  for 
supplying  the  Hon.  Jcdediah  Frchk,  Es(|.,  with  sundry 
Goods,  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  Founds,  instead  of 
the  Cash  which  the  Court  ordered  to  be  jiaid  to  the  said 
Preble,  or  his  order,  on  the  14th  instant. 

Mr.  SuUivcin,  aorecable  to  order,  bmui;ht  in  a  Refolve 
for  procuring  sundry  Goods  fur  Jcdediah  I'reble,  Esq., 
viz : 

Whereas  there  was  an  Order  passed  this  Court  on  the 
lltli  instant,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  should  pay 
the  Honourable  Jedediah  Preble,  Esq.,  Truckmaster  at 
Penobscot,  three  hundred  Pounds,  to  purcli^ase  Ammuni- 
tion, Provisions,  and  Goods,  to  supply  the  Eastern  Tribes 
of  Indians,  and  take  Purs,  Skins,  Sic,  in  payment:  and 
whereas  the  season  is  so  far  advanced,  that  there  is  the 
greatest  necessity  of  having  the  said  Goods,  &lc.,  pur- 
chased as  soon  as  may  be  :  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  send  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds  to  Tristram  Dalian,  Esq., 
for  bim  to  purchase  Ammunition,  Provisions,  and  other 
Goods  suitable  to  the  Indian  trade,  and  to  send  them  to 
the  said  Hon.  Jcdediah  Preble,  Esq.,  by  the  first  good 
water  conveyance;  and  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  stay 
the  payment'  of  the  said  sum  to  the  said  Preble.  And 
Jedediah  Preble,  Esq.,  is  desired  to  advise  the  said  Tris- 
tram Dalton,  Esq.,  what  articles  are  suitable. 

In  Council,  October  17,  1775:    Read  and  concurred. 

The  House  assigned  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  respecting  Armed  Vessels. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  regulating  the  Militia  be  read 
the  second  tin)e  to-morrow  morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 

Afternoon. 

Captain  nVuVe  brought  down  from  the  honourable  Board 
an  Order  for  tlie  removal  of  the  Chest,  containing  a  num- 
l)er  of  the  last  emission  of  Bdls  of  Credit  and  Plates,  to 
the  Treasurer's  OQice. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  moved  for. 

A  Bill  for  encouraging  the  fixing  out  Armed  Vessels 
read  the  second  time. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  Tlir.t  the  further  considera- 
tion of  this  Bill  be  Rlcrrcd  to  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 


A  Bill  for  the  encouraging 
further  considered,  agrceabk 
and  passed  to  be  engrossed. 

Ordered,  That  a  Bill  fur 
second  reading  at  four  o'cloi 


Wclncs! 

the  fixini 


lay,  October  18,  1775. 

I  out  Armed  Vessels 
Read  a  tliird  time, 

the  IMilitia  have  the 


Afternoon. 

t  down  from  the  hon- 
aiul   nett   proceeds  of 


Charles  Chauncij,  Escj.,  brou 
ourarile  Board  the  account  of  sa 
the  Schooner  Industry. 

Michael  Farley,  Esq.,  brought  down  from  the  honour- 
able Board  a  Report  of  the  Commillcc  to  encourage  the 
manufactory  of  Fire-Arms. 

The  Committee  to  consider  directions  for  the  Commit- 
tee of  Clothing  reported.      Read  and  recommitted. 


pointed  to  sign  the  same,  as  they  shall  apply  for  them." 

Read  and  concurred. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Cloth- 
ing be  directed  to  procure  those  Buttons  that  are  purchased 
for  the  piu'pose,  to  be  set  on  those  Coats  that  they  now 
have  or  may  hereafier  receive  without  Buttons,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  and  this  without  any  respect  to  the  numbers  of  the 
Regiments,  as  was  at  first  proposed. 

The  second  reading  of  the  iMilitia  Bill  further  referred 
til!  eleven  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

ThiiraOay,  October  10,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Rawson,  and  Mr.  CWi- 
ing,  be  a  Committee  to  cairy  up  to  the  honourable  Board 
the  Bill  for  encouraging  the  fitting  out  Armed  Vessels. 

Colonel  Lincoln  broueht  down  fiom  the  honourable 
Board  a  Resolve  empowering  Committees  to  permit  ^  es- 
sels  to  trade  to  other  Colonies. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  a  Commiltec  be  raised, 
to  join  wilh  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  appoint,  to 
purciiase  all  the  Biijnslone  they  can  obtain  in  the  Colony, 
ibr  the  publick  use  ;  and  that  Mr.  Story  bring  in  a  Resolve 
for  this  purpose. 

The  second  reading  of  a  Bill,  for  regulating  the  Militia, 
assigned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Committee  on  the  Accounts  of  Colonel  Benedict 
Arnold  reported,  on  the  Account  of  Samuel  Mattoon, 
that  leave  be  given  that  it  should  be  withdrawn;  which 
was  accepted.  

Afternoon. 

A  Bill  for  regulating  the  Mililia  read  the  second  time. 

The  question  was  put,  wliether  the  Bill  have  a  third 
reading.      It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  bo  recom- 
milled. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Major  Ely  be  on  tlic 
Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  regulating  the  Militia,  in 
the  room  of  !\lr.  Fabyan. 

Friday,  October  20,  1775. 

A  Petition  of  Jednthan  Balduin,  praying  a  reward  for 
his  services  in  the  Army  as  Engineer,  read  and  com- 
mitted to  Ci\\na\n  Hathicay,  (Jolonel  Thurston,  and  Major 
Bancroft. 

A  Resolve  brought  down  yesterday  from  liic  honouiable 
Board,  passed  in  Council,  viz: 

•■  In  Conncil.  Oclobor  10,  1775. 

"  Resolved,  That  whereas  siuulry  owners  and  masters, 
who  are  desirous  of  transporting  some  necessary  articles  of 
Merchandise  or  Provisions  from  one  part  of  this  Continent  to 
another,  have  lately  solicited  the  aid  of  this  Court,  and  as  it 
is  inconvenient  for  the  Court  to  attend  to  such  ap[)lications, 
it  is  hereby  reconmiended  to  the  Committees  of  Inspection, 
Correspondence,  and  Safety,  of  the  respective  Towns 
where  such  owners  and  masters  dwell,  iqion  their  request- 
ing it,  to  gnmt  certificates  in  their  favour,  setting  forth  their 
true  character  ;  provided  they  are  known  to  be  men  of  im- 
doubted  integrity  and  friendsliip  to  their  Country,  and  their 
design  in  no  wise  inconsisicui  wilh  the  Resolves  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  or  the  Regulalions  come  into  by  this 
Colony,  10  the  intent  that  ihey  may  not  be  suspected,  by 
those   who   are   imacquainted   with    them,  of  carrying 


An  Order  brought  down    from   the  honourable  Board     some   unwarrantable   schemes,   and  thereupon   treated   as 

enemies  to  the  Country  ;  such  owners  and  masters  first 
binding  themselves  in  sums  equal  to  the  value  of  their 
vessels  and  cargoes,  payable  to  the  Colony  Treasurer,  and 
to  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  Colony,  in  case  of  their 
deviating  from  their  pioposed  design  ;  the  Committee  to 
take  such  bonds  into  their  keeping,  previous  to  their  giving 
certificates  as  above  expressed." 

Read  and  concurred. 

A  Petition  of  William  Day,  praying  some  reasonable 
reward  for  his  service  as  Barrackinaster,  was  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Connniltee  who  have  under  considera- 
tion the  Petition  oi  Jeduthan  Baldwin. 


yestert'ay,  for  removing  the  Bills  of  Credit  and  Plates  to 
the  Treasurer's  Oflice.      Passed  in  Council,  viz: 

"  la  Council,  October  17,  1775. 

"  Whereas  the  Chairman  of  the  Conmiittee  appointed 
by  this  Court  to  inspect  the  piess  for  stamping  the  last  emis- 
sion of  Bills  has  given  information  that  the  business  is  fin- 
ished, and  that  the  whole  number  of  Bills  ordered  by  this 
Court  is  stamped,  and  that  he  apprehends  the  place  where 
the  Chest  containing  said  Bills  and  Plates  is  now  deposited 
is  not  safe  : 

"  Ordered,  That  the  Chest,  with  its  contents,  be  imme- 
diately moved  to  the  Treasurer's  OiHce,  and  that  the  Com- 
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Tl)e  Coinmiltee  who  prepared  a  I^etter  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  agreeable  to  order,  reported  a  Letter  to 
the  Delegates  froni  this  Colony,  to  enclose  the  former, 
which  was  read  and  accepted. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Slori/  bring  in  a 
Resolve  to  accompany  each  of  the  belbremeniioned  Let- 
ters. 

A  Petition  onVilliam  Grecnhaf,  in  behalC  of  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  of  Boston,  praying  the  sum  nf  one  thou- 
sand Pounds,  to  enable  them  to  purchase  Winter  Stores 
for  the  support  of  said  Poor  in  SaUiii  Hosiiilal.  Read, 
and  committed  to  Mr.  Cooper,  Major  Johnson,  and  Mr. 
Codding. 

A  Resolve  to  encourage  the  manufactory  of  Firc-;\rms, 
brought  down  from  the  honourable  Board  on  the  ISth  in- 
stanl,  read  and  reconnnilted. 

The  Committee  on  matters  relating  to  tlie  Poor  of  [he 
Town  of  i?oi7o«  reported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns 
within  this  Colony,  and  such  Committees  as  have  been 
appointed  by  Congress  or  of  this  House,  who  have  trans- 
j)0ited  or  received  and  supported  any  of  the  Poor  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  or  Charlcstown,  according  to  the  Re- 
solves of  the  late  Congress  of  this  Colony  relative  to  such 
Poor,  be,  and  hereby  are  directed  to  exhibit  to  a  Commit- 
tee thereafter  named  fair  Accounts  of  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting or  receiving  and  supporting  any  such  Poor,  from 
the  time  such  expense  began  to  the  first  day  of  October, 
instant,  expressing  the  name  and  age  of  each  person  so 
received  and  supported;  and  tliat  Colonel  Dwighl,  Mr. 
Singletary,  Colonel  Lovcl,  Captain  Toliy,  ajid  Deacon 
Nichols,  be  a  Committee  to  receive  and  examine  all  such 
Accounts,  and  make  report  to  this  House.  Also,  that  the 
Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns  who  shall  still  support 
any  of  the  Poor  of  the  Towns  aforesaid  be  directed,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  October,  instant,  to  make  up 
their  Accounts  lo  the  end  of  every  three  months,  and  ex- 
hibit them  to  the  Committee  aforesaid. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Die,  Maj.  Brooks, 
and  Mr.  Hubbard,  examine  the  Resolves  of  the  Congresses 
of  this  Colony,  and  select  such  as  are  proper  to  be  printed. 
Whereas  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  Town  of 
Londonderry  have  collected  a  considerable  quantity  of 
Wearing  Apparel,  Household  Furniture,  and  other  articles 
that  were  taken  away  on  the  day  of  the  battle  at  Charles- 
town,  and  have  sent  them  to  ll'atcrtotvn,  and  delivered 
them  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Richard  Devcns;  and  whereas 
it  is  probable  that  Wearing  Apparel,  Household  Furniture, 
and  other  Goods,  were  taken  from  Charlcstown  and  other 
places  at  the  time  aforesaid,  and  may  be  in  divers  Towns 
in  this  Colony  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies  and  Pro- 
vinces : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence and  Committees  of  Inspection  in  each  Town 
in  this  Colony,  and  in  each  Town  in  the  neighbouring 
Colonies  and  Provinces,  and,  where  no  such  Conunittees 
are,  the  Selectmen  of  each  Town,  be  desired  to  make  in- 
quiry and  search  for  any  Apparel  or  Goods  of  any  sort 
brought  amongst  them,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston  or  Charlcstoicn,  or  any  other  Towns,  at  or  after 
the  time  aforesaid  ;  and  that  they  be  desired  to  send  such 
(.'oods  as  n)ay,  from  time  to  time,  come  to  their  hands,  to 
Mr.  Dtvtns,  iMr.  Watson,  and  Captain  Brown,  at  fVater- 
lown,  a  Committee  of  this  Court  appointed  to  receive  said 
(ioods,  and  to  pay  the  charge  of  collecting  and  bringing 
the  same  ;  which  Committee  is  directed  to  deliver  those 
Goods  to  such  persons  as  shall  make  out  to  their  satisfac- 
tion their  respective  projierty  therein,  they  paying  a  pro- 
|)ortionable  part  of  the  charge  of  collecting  and  bringing 
the  same  to  IJ'atertown;  any  thing  in  a  Resolve  of  this 
Court,  passed  the  3d  instant,  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. 

In  Council,  October  "27,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 
Mr.  Story,  agreeable  to  order,  brought  in  a  Resolve  for 
purchasing  Sulphur  for  the  use  of  the  Colony.      Read  and 
accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Story  and  Mr.  Webster,  with  such 
a^  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee,  in 
liLhalf  of  this  Colony,  to  ])urchase,  at  a  reasonable  rate,  all 
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such  Sulphur  as  can  be  procured  in  this  Colony  to  the  first 
day  of  March  next. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  make  inquiry  into  any 
frauds  that  may  be  committed  by  any  person  belonging  to 
the  Forces  raised  by  this  Colony,  reported  a  charge  against 
Colonel  Scammons,  of  drawing  Pay  for  one  or  more  who 
had  not  been  in  the  service.      Read  and  reconmiitted. 

Ordered,  That  he  may  be  heard  on  the  subject  before 
the  Committee. 


Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  Wood,  Captain 
Balchehlcr,  Colonel  Godfrey,  anti  Colonel  Bowers,  serve 
this  House  as  Monitors. 


The  Committee  ordered  to  consider  of  various  matters 
relative  to  the  Clothing  of  the  Army  reported.  Read  and 
accepted,  viz : 

Whereas  encouragement  has  been  heretofore  given,  that 
the  Soldiers  in  the  Forces  raised  by  this  Colony  shall  re- 
ceive the  Coats  made  in  the  Towns  to  which  they  seve- 
rally belong,  and  it  is  found  impracticable  to  conforni  to 
this  rule  in  delivering  out  those  that  are  brougiit  into  the 
Store  for  Clothing  : 

Resolved,  That  notice  be  hereby  given,  that  where  the 
inhabitants  of  any  Town  are  desirous  that  the  Coats  by 
them  provided  should  be  delivered  agreeable  to  this  en- 
couragement, it  is  expected  that  such  inhabitants  will  take 
care  that  said  Coats  are  delivered  to  the  Soldiers  from  their 
respective  Towns  accordingly;  and  whenever  any  person 
shall  present  to  the  Committee  of  Clothing  at  fJ'ateriown 
a  receipt  in  form  follouing,  viz:  "We,  the  subscribers,  in- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  .  .  .  ,  in  the  County  of  ...  , 
now  belonging  to  Captain   ....   's  Company,  in  Colonel 

's  Regiment,  hereby  acknowledge  that  we  have 

each  received  of  the  bearer, ,  a  Coat,  accord- 
ing to  the  encouragements  of  a  late  Congress  of  this  Co- 
lony," subscribed  by  any  number  of  Soldiers  belonging  to 
the  Town  by  whom  the  Clothing  was  provided,  and  the 
same  shall  be  witnessed  by  the  Commissioned  Oflicers  of 
the  Companies  to  which  such  subscribers  belong;  in  such 
case,  the  Committee  are  ilirected  to  pay  the  sum  of  twen- 
ty-five Shillings  for  each  Coat  so  delivered,  taking  receijit 
therefor.  Such  Towns  as  are  inditlercnt  about  the  delivery 
ot  their  Coats,  accorfling  to  the  foregoing  encouragement, 
w^ill  convey  them  to  the  Committee  of  Clothing  at  Water- 
town,  where  they  will  receive  payment  for  the  same. 

The  Committee  of  Clothing  have  procured  Buttons, 
which  they  will  deliver  to  the  Selectmen  of  any  Town,  or 
their  order,  for  as  many  Coats  as  they  shall  certify  are  pro- 
viding for  the  use  of  the  Soldiers  belonging  to  their  Town. 

And  whereas  many  Soldiers,  who  are  well  supplied  with 
Clothing,  are  desirous  of  the  value  of  their  Coats  in  Mo- 
ney instead  of  the  Coats: 

Ordered,  That  whenever  an  Order  shall  be  ollered  to 
the  Committee  of  Clothing,  from  any  Soldiers,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  value  of  their  Coats,  together  with  a  Certifi- 
cate from  the  Selectmen  of  the  Towns  to  which  they 
severally  belong,  or  the  Commissioned  Officers  of  their 
respective  Companies,  testifying  that  the  Soldiers  signing 
such  Order  are  well  provided  with  Clothing,  that  the  said 
Committee  be  directed  to  pay  the  simi  of  twenty-five  Shil- 
lings for  each  Soldier  so  applying,  till  the  further  order  of 
this  Court;  and  that  the  (bregoing  be  published  in  the  Wa- 
tcrtown,  Cambridge,  and  Worcester  Papers. 

In  Council,  October  '21,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  also  reported  the  subsequent  Resolve 
fir  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Clothing,  wliich  was 
likewise  accepted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Clothing  procure 
those  Buttons  that  are  purchased  for  the  purpose,  to  be 
set  on  those  Coats  that  they  nov."  have,  or  may  hereafter 
receive  without  Buttons,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  this  with- 
out any  respect  to  the  number  of  the  Regiments,  as  was 
at  first  proposed  ;  that  said  Committee  deliver  of  the  But- 
tons aforesaid  to  the  Selectmen  of  any  Town,  or  their 
order,  according  to  the  nuinber  of  Coats  they  shall  certify 
are  providing  for  the  use  of  the  Soldiers  in  their  respective 
Towns,  keeping  an  account  thereof;  that  they  make  such 
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for  Pockets,  Tliieail,  and  Staying,  Worsted  or     Island,  by  a  number  of  armed  Provincial  Troops,  on  the 


allowance  ._.    -  -  ,,   .    ,  .  . 

Mobair,  for  Button-Holes  as  tliey  shall  judj;e  reasonable, 
and  u!io  for  transjiorting  the  Coals  to  Uatcitovn,  having 
proper  regard  to  the  weight  thereof;  that  they  be  directed 
to  purchase  Blankets  for  the  Colony,  on  reasonable  terms; 
that  they  make  compensation  to  those  ]Non-Commissioned 
Ollicers  and  Soldiers  that  sufiered  loss  at  Bunktr's  Hill, 


th  of  3/«(/,  and  at  other  times,  and  praying  for  relief; 
read,  and  committed  to  Capt.  Bragdon,  Col.  Lovcll,  Capt. 
Stoiif,  IMr.  Stnrkireather,  and  Mr.  Jcwett  of  Littleton. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Simon  Learned,  in 
behalf  of  the  Second  Lieutenants  in  the  Fourth  and  Ninth 
Regitnents  of  Foot,  commanded  by  Colonel  Ijearned  and 


Orda 


who  liave  not  already  received  recompense  agreeable  to     Colonel  David  Breu-er,  reported.      Read,  and 

the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  19lh  of  JuHC  last,  hereto  -     -       ■    - 

relating ;  that  said  Committee  bo  directed  to  keep^  the 
Coats  °that  shall  be  brought  in  to  them  from  each  Town 
separate;  that  they  deliver  ihein  out  to  the  Soldiers,  or 
their  order,  by  any  of  their  Officers,  as  they  shall  apply, 
endeavouring,  as  nearly  as  is  convenient,  to  conlorm  to  the 
encouragement  at  first  given  ;  that  they  allow  each  a  Coat 
to  the  value  of  twenty-five  Shillings,  and  where  any  cost 
less,  that  they  make  up  the  deficiency   in  Cash;  if  any 


/,  That  the  Petition  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Petition  of  Cnri/  McLellnn  and  otlier  Se- 
cond LiLiiienants. 

Monday,  October  D3,  177.5. 

Colonel  I'rcscolt  brought  down  a  Petition  from  the  Se- 

lectincn  and   Committee'of  Truro,  setting  forth  that  their 

inhabitants  are  greatly  exposed  to  the  enemy,  and  praying 

for  Powder.      Read,  and  committed  to  ^Ir.  j.Vj/f,  Ca[)tain 


Coats  that  shall   be  brought  appear  to  be  more  ordinary     Tobij,  and  Colonel  Thompson. 


than  common,  that  the  Committee  lake  more  particular 
care  that  such  be  delivered  according  to  these  directions  ; 
and,  in  order  to  prevent  all  injustice  to  ihe  Colony  and 
Soldier,  that  said  Committee  be  directed  to  keep  a  fair 
account  of  the  names  and  places  of  all  Soldiers  who  shall 
receive  Coals  or  Money,  showing  to  whom  they  were  de- 
livered ;  and  that,  in  their  accounts,  they  use  care  to  keep 
the  respective  Companies  in  eacli  Regiment  distinct. 
In  Council,  October  23,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 
The  Committee  on  a  Message  from  the  Board  of  the 
4th  instant,  recommending  an  appropriation  for  certain  con- 
tingent charges,  reported  ;  read,  and  acceincd,  with  amend- 
ment. 

licsolutd,  That  the  honourable  Council  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  empowered  to  draw  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  to  be  ap- 
jilied  in  defraying  the  charges  which  have  or  may  arise  by 
the  bringing  of  persons  before  the  C(juncil  who  are  taken 
in  Vessels  and  otherwise. 

In  Council,  October  21,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 
Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Field,  Captain 
Hodges,  Captain  Lock,  Colonel  IVoodbridge,  and  Colonel 
Hou'C,  be  a  Committee  to  consiiler  and  report  the  most 
leasible  method  of  supplying  Coals  to  the  Soldiers  in  Col. 
Boston's  Regiment,  on  the  Western  Expedition,  agreeable 
to  engagement. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  H'ulker,  ^]i-.  Jewctl, 
Colonel  Lovcll,  Colonel   Otis,  and  Mr.  Slori/,  be  a  Com- 


The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  a  Letter  re- 
ceived from  Ur.  Chnrclt,  wherein  he  expresses  a  desire  to 
resign  liis  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  lay  on  the  table,  till  the  Com- 
mittee who  are  directed  to  consider  a  |)ioper  method  for 
bringing  Dr.  Church  before  the  Hou.se  shall  report;  and 
tliat  Colonel  Bowers  he  on  the  Committee  for  that  pur- 
jiose,  instead  ol'  Mr.  Sidlivati,  who  is  absent. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Otis  be  of  tlie 
Committee  on  the  i\Iiliiia  Bill,  in  the  room  of  Major  i/au'- 
hy,  on  other  duty. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry  bring  in  a  Resolve  for  sup- 
idying  Powder  lo. Jedediah  Breblc,  Esij.,  with  some  Pow- 
der lately  arrived  near  Kcnnebcck  River. 

On  the  Petition  and  Account  of  JViUiam  Pyncheon,  by 
order  of  the  Selectmen  of  Springjicld,* 

Rcsolred,  That  there  be  granted  anfi  paid  out  of  the 
publick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  to  Major  li'illiam  Byn- 
cheon,  or  order,  for  the  u^e  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town 
of  Springfield,  the  sum  of  three  Pounds,  one  Shilling,  in 
full  discharge  of  the  annexed  Account. 

//(  Council,  October  24,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  for  considering  a  Grant  to  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Esq.,  late  Agent  for  this  Colony,  reported. 
Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  Tliat  there  be  granted  and  paid  out  of  the 
publick  Treasury  of  the  Colony,  lo  the  Hon.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Esq.,  late  Agent  for  the  House  of  Representa- 


iniltee  to  consider  the  state  of  a  Schooner,  belonging  to  tives  of  the  said  Colony  in  Great  Britain,  in  full  for  his 
George  Erving  and  Captain  ff'ormwell,  and  her  Cargo,  services  and  disbursements  in  the  said  agency,  from  Octo- 
and  report  concerning  the  disposal  of  three-quarters  of  the     l,er  31,  1770,  to  the  Ist  of  March,  1775,  when  his  agency 
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Singletary,  Colonel  Otis 
elder,  he  a  Committee  to  i 
sury. 

liesolvcd,  That  Tuesday,  eleven  o'clock,  be  assigned 
for  the  consideration  of  a  Report  relating  to  the  Pay  of  tlie 
Militia  and  Minute-Men  who  marched  on  ihe  19th  April. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Cooper  go  to  the 
iionourable   Board,  and  acquaint  ihern  that  the  House 


determined   lo   proceed  to  ll: 


General  on  Tuesday  next, 
agreeahle  to  the  Board.  \\ 
vered  the  message. 

Colonel  Fresrott  came  do- 
the   Militia  Bill  is  recommitted,  and  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chairman  ;   and,  that  the   Board   agrees   to  come  to  the 
choice  of  a  Commissary-Cieneral  at  the  time  and   in   the 
manner  proposed  by  the  House. 

U|)on  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Freeman,  Col. 
Bowers,  Major  Hawley,  Major  Ely,  and  Mr.  Gerry,  be  a 
Committee  lo  bring  in  a  Bill  for  regulating  the  Militia. 

A  Petition  of  Henru  Hou-cll  fl'illlams.  setting  forth 
the   losses  he  sullered  bv  lire   and   otherwise,   on  ^\oddle's 


ennined,  the  suin  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
lifty-four  Pounds,  sterling ;  and  that  Henry  Gardner,  Esq., 
Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
wait  on  the  said  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  now  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  pay  tlie  said  sum  to  him,  taking  his  receipt  for 
the  same. 

In  Council,  October  23,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Mr.  Gerry,  agreeable  to  order,  brought  in  a  Resolve  for 
supplying  the  Hon.  Jedediah  Frcbic,  Esq.,  with  Powder. 
Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  IVilliam  Johnson,  of  the  Schooner 
Britannia,  chartered  by  the  Committee  of  Sup]jlies  of 
this  Colony,  and  now  said  to  be  arrived  at  Toumsend ,  near 
Kennebeck  River,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  lo  deliver 
to  Tristram  Halton,  Esq.,  or  order,  for  supplying  the 
Truckmaster  of  i^oioisfor,  four  half-barrels  of  Powder ;  ho 
paying  for  the  same  five  Shillings  per  ])ound. 

In  Council,  October  23,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  .Tones,  Mr.  Moody, 
to  acquaint  the  House  that     and  .Sir.  Webster,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  propriety 

•  Potition  c.r  WWlam  Pipichrov,  Jim.,  in  behalf  of  tlio  Selectmen  of 
tlie  Town  of  Spmiisfirl,!.  imtnlily  slieweth  :  That  the  following  is  a  truo 
account  f)f  Sir\  mn  s  bv  fh'-in  dowQ  for  llio  said  Colony,  in  aiding  and 
assi.stinp  (J.. Tin,,!  11",/.^/,;/;;.'/.//;,  on  his  way  through  Springfield,  to  tho 
Camp  :it  Ciiitilf-,,hj. .  :mhI  |.i  lu.'s  servants  on  their  return  therefrom,  on 
their  V,  IV  l.i  ',./■  \.,.'.:  il-...  in  (nn=;iorlini;  a  quantity  of  powder 
tin-  .'I.-  ;  i  ;■  .  .  '^  ■  1  ■  /  ;  ":  ■'  :v  to  tlic  CaiHp  at  Cam- 
1,1, ■!■■>.         :     ,  1    -    .  ,     ,    I    I    .     ',      :    V;       J  ihldfmm  Philadelphia. 


choice  of  a  Commissary- 
l  ten  o'clock,  forenoon,  if 
.   returned   that  he  had  deli- 


y  of  this  Colony,  to  said  Selectmen, 
in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 
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and  expediency  of  giving  order  that  any  part  of  tiiecargo  of 
Powder  and  Arms  lately  arrived  at  Boothbmj,  in  the  Schoo- 
ner Britannia,  should  remain  in  that  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   

Afternoon. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr. 
Halt  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  selecting  such  Re- 
solves of  the  Congresses  of  this  Colony  as  are  proj)er  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Gerry  brought  in  the  following  Resolve,  fur  supply- 
ing the  Truckmasler  of  Feno/jscot  with  Flints.  Read  and 
accepted. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  an  application  of  the  Truck- 
master  oi  Penobscot,  for  sundry  articles  to  supply  the  In- 
dians in  that  part  of  the  country,  should  be  complied  with, 
as  a  salutary  measure  for  preserving  their  friendshij) ;  and 
this  Colony,  having  exhausted  its  stock  of  Flints  to  supply 
the  Continental  Army,  is  unable  to  furnish  any  for  the  im- 
mediate purposes  mentioned  : 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  George  Washington, 
Esq.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  desired  to  order  Enoch  Phimmer, 
of  Newburyporl,  to  be  supplied,  out  of  the  Continental 
Magazine,  with  five  hundred  Flints,  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, he  paying  a  reasonable  consideration  for  the  same. 

In  Council,  October  23,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Mr.  Spooner  brought  down  the  Letter  prepared  to  be 
sent  to  the  Continental  Congress,  viz : 

May  it  please  your  Honours:  You  have  here  en- 
closed nearly  the  amount  of  our  disbursements,  which  have 
been  paid  by  our  Treasurer,  before  the  5th  instant,  for  the 
support  of  the  Army  stationed  in  this  Colony,  and  for  pro- 
viding necessaries  to  enable  us  to  make  a  proper  stand 
against  the  Ministerial  forces.  The  hurry  with  which  we 
have  been  driven,  the  perplexities  which  have  attended  the 
sudden  collection  of  an  army,  and  the  multiplicity  of  business 
which  naturally  arises  from  attending  to  their  various  wants, 
together  with  a  due  attention  to  our  suffering  friends  in 
and  about  Boston,  have  prevented  our  perfecting  such  an 
account  as  your  Honours  might  expect.  But  as  soon  as 
a  settlement  can  be  made  with  our  several  Committees, 
and  our  accounts  adjusted,  which  are  daily  coming  before 
us,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  transmit  to  your  Honours  such  an 
account  as  will  appear  satisfactory  and  reasonable. 

In  the  mean  lime,  as  the  sum  on  the  paper  enclosed 
arises  only  from  the  purchasing  articles  absolutely  necessa- 
ry for  the  support  of  the  Continental  cause,  about  ten  thou- 
sand Pounds  whereof  is  for  provisions  and  other  articles  in 
store  before  the  arrangement  of  the  American  Army,  which 
have  been  and  are  daily  delivering  to  the  Continental  Com- 
missary and  Quartermaster-General,  we  trust  you  will  be 
induced  to  grant  us  the  san)e,  or  such  other  sum,  to  supply 
our  pressing  necessities,  as  to  your  Honours  may  appear 
fit  and  reasonable.  It  is  proposed  that  we  should  pay  up 
the  troops  raised  by  this  Colony  to  the  1st  oi  August,  (as 
will  appear  by  a  copy  of  General  fVashingio7i's  letter  trans- 
mitted herewith,)  which  business  we  shall  attend  to  as  soon 
as  the  pay-rolls  are  laid  before  us.  We  have  paid  the  non- 
commissioned oflicers  and  soldiers  of  this  Colony  only  forty 
shillings  each,  which  is  included  in  the  within  account ;  and 
as  most  of  them  liave  been  in  camp  since  the  19th  of  April 
last,  we  imagine  that  the  balance  of  said  pay-rolls  will 
amount  to  the  sum  of  sixty-five  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty  Pounds.  Agreeable  to  the  terms  of  enlistment, 
each  non-commissioned  officer  and  private  soldier,  raised 
in  this  Colony,  was  to  have  one  coat  given  him.  Many  of 
these  coats  have  been  already  delivered,  and  the  expense 
of  the  whole  will,  we  presume,  amount  to  the  sum  of  sixteen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty  Pounds,  at  the  least. 

We  have  also  already  before  us  accounts  from  several 
Towns,  of  ])owder  supplied  the  Army,  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-four  barrels  and  a  quarter.  We 
would  further  inform  your  Honours,  that  we  have  raised  in 
this  Colony  two  thousand  and  eighty  men,  oflicers  included, 
and  stationed  them  on  those  parts  of  our  sea-coasts  which 
were  most  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy.  We 
judged  this  step  absolutely  necessaiy,  in  order  to  prevent 
our  enemies  from  supplying  themselves  with  provisions  and 
other  necessaiies.  Their  vessels  of  war  made  several  at- 
tempts on  the  most  naked  and  defenceless  places  on  the 
sea-coasts  of  this  Colony,  whose  situation  exposed  them 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi. 


beyond  that  of  our  neighbours  ;  but  although  their  attempts 
were  bravely  o])posed,  we  knew  the  inhabitants  of  those 
places  had  not  sufficient  force  within  themselves  to  repel 
all  such  invaders.  It  was,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  send  them  such  additional  forces  as  might  enable 
them  effectually  to  cut  off  all  supplies  of  provisions,  wood, 
&ic.,  from  the  Ministerial  forces  in  Boston,  as  well  as  to 
secure  themselves  against  the  vengeance  which  might  be  ex- 
pected from  the  rage  of  a  disa])pointed  enemy,  and  under 
which  those  unfoitunate  people  are  now  suffering  in  a  shock- 
ing degree.  To  these  forces  we  have  paid  the  sum  of  four 
thousand  and  eighty-three  Pounds,  eight  Shillings.  A  mea- 
sure so  necessary  and  so  essential  to  the  service  of  the  com- 
mon cause,  we  are  persuaded,  will  meet  with  the  approba- 
tion and  support  of  the  Congress;  and  we  trust  your  Honours 
will  consider  the  above  expenses,  in  connection  with  the 
within  accoimt,  and  make  such  grants  as  you  may  judge 
fit  and  reasonable. 

AVe  have  exhibited  no  account  of  moneys  advanced  in 
removing  and  supjiorting  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Boston.  The  distress  of  those  persons  who  have  virtuously 
sacrificed,  not  only  the  conveniencies  but  necessaries  of 
lile,  to  save  their  Coinitry,  so  much  deserves  the  compas- 
sion of  this  Continent,  that  we  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
beg  leave  (in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  late  honour- 
able Continental  Congress  respecting  them)  to  lay  an  ac- 
count of  our  disbursements  thereon  before  you,  for  consi- 
deration. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  application  be  presented 
to  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  now  sitting  at 
Philadelphia ;  and  that  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Secre- 
tary, in  the  name  of  the  General  Court,  and  forwarded  as 
soon  as  may  be,  with  the  schedule  and  certificate  accom- 
panying the  same. 

la  Council,  October  '23,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the 
Militia  Bill  bring  in  a  Bill  providing  that  the  Officers  of  the 
Companies  be  chosen  by  the  Companies,  that  the  Field-Of- 
ficers be  chosen  by  the  Assembly,  and  that  all  he  commis- 
sionated  by  the  Council. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nye,  Mr.  Kings- 
bury, Mr.  Hovcy,  Mr.  Allen,  and  Mr.  Loic,  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  consider  and  report  what  steps  are  proper  to  be  taken 
with  the  incomes  of  the  Estates  of  the  Refugees. 

Tuesday,  October  24,  1775. 

Mr.  Speaker  communicated  a  Letter  from  a  number  of 
gentlemen  at  Falmouth,  giving  an  account  of  an  attack 
upon  it,  and  of  the  desolation  the  enemy  had  made  by 
fire.      Read  and  sent  up. 

Benjamin  Jl'hite,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Memorial  from 
Sarnucl  Stanwood,  Chairman  of  the  Committees  of  Safe- 
ty and  Correspondence  of  ii;u;(S!!'U-A:,  Bowdoinharn,  and 
Topsham,  representing  that  nine  sail  of  Vessels,  with  a 
clearance  from  Nantucket,  had  arrived  in  Kcnnebcck  River, 
for  Wood  and  Provisions,  without  license  from  any  Com- 
mittee, and  that  they  had  ordered  the  Vessels  to  be  stopped 
and  hauled  up  till  they  can  receive  the  order  of  Court  re- 
specting them. 

Read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  I>ur/ce,  Mr.  fl'oodbridgc. 
Deacon  Plympton,  Colonel  Lovell,  and  Colonel  Orne. 

A  Petition  of  William  Pitman,  setting  forth  that  he  has 
a  quantity  of  West-India  Rum  and  Sugar  at  Georgetoum, 
which  the  Committee  and  Selectmen  would  not  suffer  him 
to  remove  ;  he  therefore  prays  that  orders  may  be  given 
to  said  Connnittee  for  the  delivering  of  his  goods,  and  pay- 
ment of  damages  for  the  detention  thereof. 

Read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  Mitchell,  Mr.  Codding, 
and  Major  Learned. 

A  Letter  from  Timothy  Langdon,  of  Boolhhay,  enclos- 
ing a  Petition  from  ^\^ot  Eilu-ard  Emerson,  in  behalf  and 
at  the  desire  of  the  Officers  of  the  Eastern  Regiment  in 
the  County  of  Lincoln,  setting  forth  their  deficiency  in 
Arms  and  Ammunition,  and  praying  that  part  of  the  cargo 
of  Powder  and  Arms,  lately  arrived  there  in  the  Schooner 
Britannia,  may  be  ordered  for  the  use  of  Colonel  Cargill's 
Regiment. 

Read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  ordering  that  any  part  of  the 
93 
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Powder  and  Anns  arrived  at  Boothbay  should  remain  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  Province. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  Th;it  Mr.  Speaker,  Major 
Jlawlcy,  Colonel  Bowers,  iMr.  Gerry,  and  Colonel  Orne, 
be  a  Committee,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall 
join,  to  consider  and  report  a  method  of  appointing  Ofticers 
in  the  Militia,  that  shall  be  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the 
( "onlinental  Congress,  and  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  Colony. 

In  Council,  October  1\,  1775:  Read  and  non-concurred. 


A  Petition  of  Jcrathmed  Bowers,  setting  forth  that  one 
John  Shardon,  on  board  Captain  fVallact's  Ship,  has  a 
family  on  shore  that  need  his  care  and  assistance  ;  that 
Captain  IVallace  has  endeavoured  to  tempt  him  to  pilot 
his  ship  up  the  river;  therefore  prays  he  may  be  redeemed 
by  a  man  from  Taunton  Jail. 

Read,  and  commitied  to  Colonel  Godfrey,  Mr.  Stark- 
weather, and  Colonel  Thompson. 

A  Petition  from  the  Selectmen  of  Salem,  representing 
their  defenceless  state,  and  praying  for  Ammunition.  Read, 
and  committed  to  iNIr.  Wheeler,  Mr.  Jeivett,  and  Col.  Otis. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  JVilliam  Greenlcaf, 
in  behalf  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Boston,  re- 
ported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Receiver-General  of  this  Colony  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  jiay  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury, to  Messrs.  William  Greenlcaf,  Isaac  Smith,  Gibbins 
Sharp,  John  Sweetser,  Ebcnczcr  Putnam,  William  Shil- 
laber,  and  Samuel  Gardner,  lately  appointed  by  this  Court 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  o[  Boston,  five  hun- 
dred Pounds,  to  be  by  them  applied  for  the  support  of  such 
of  those  Poor  as  are  or  may  be  removed  from  said  Town 
to  the  Hospital  at  Saltin  ;  and  that  said  Greenlenfbe  em- 
])owered,  in  behalf  of  said  Overseers,  to  receive  said  sum, 
lie  giving  a  recei[)t ;  they  to  be  accountable  to  this  Court 
for  the  same. 

In  Council,  October  25,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Captain  Partridge,  Mr. 
Watson,  a.nd  Mr.  Durfce,  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  con- 
sideration an  information  now  made,  that  the  Quartermas- 
ter-General declines  taking  more  Clothing,  of  certain  kinds, 
from  the  Committee  of  Clothing. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Freeman  go  up 
to  the  honourable  Board,  to  inquire  if  they  passed  an  Order, 
sent  up,  respecting  the  appointment  of  Military  Officers. 

Joseph  Palmer,  Esq.,  came  down,  and  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Board  had  non-concurred  the  Order  re- 
specting the  Military  Officers. 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  for  bringing 
in  a  Bill  for  regulating  the  Militia  proceed  on  that  business. 

A  Fjctter  to  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Thomas  Cashing, 
Samuel  Adams,  J.  Adams,  and  R.  T.  Paine,  Esq's,  viz: 

"The  General  Court  of  the  Colony  which  you  represent 
in  Congress  now  encloses  you  an  application  made  to  your 
honourable  Assembly,  for  a  grant  of  the  sum  therein  men- 
tioned, which  application  you  will  lay  before  said  Congress 
or  not,  as  you  shall  judge  prudent.  The  frequent  calls 
this  Colony  has  been  obliged  to  attend  to,  in  support  of 
the  Army,  together  with  those  daily  made  for  that  purpose, 
renders  it  of  the  greatest  importance  to  it  to  have  an  im- 
mediate grant  of  the  money  applied  for.  This  Court  there- 
lore  desires  your  particular  care  and  attention  in  procuring 
tlie  same,  according  to  the  best  of  your  prudence,  and  the 
true  interest  of  your  constituents." 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  Letter  be  sent  to  the  Hon. 
John  Hancock,  T.  Cashing,  Samad  Adams,  John  Adams, 
■dt)tl  Robert  T.  Paine,  Es(iuires,  members  of  this  Colony  at 
the  Continental  Congress  now  sitting  at  Philadelphia,  and 
that  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Secretary,  in  the  name  of 
the  General  Court,  and  forwarded  as  soon  as  may  be. 

In  Council,  October  24,  1775  :  Read  and  concurred. 

Wodncsd  ly,  October  25,  1775. 
On  die  Petition  of  Thomas  Goldthu-ail,  Esq.,  and  others. 
Resolved,  That  there  he  paid  out  of  the   publick  Trea- 
sury of  the  Colony,  to  the    INon-Commissioned   Officers 


and  Soldiers  named  in  a  Pay-Roil  herewith  exhibited,  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  Pounds,  in  full  for 
their  services  ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  said  Colony  is 
directed  to  pay  to  each  of  said  Officers  and  Soldiers,  named 
in  said  Pay-Roll,  (Captain  Goldthwait  and  Jonathan  Low- 
der,  Gunner,  excepted,)  the  sums  mentioned  against  each 
of  their  names,  and  take  their  several  receipts  for  the  same, 
or  orders  from  under  their  own  hands,  which  sums  are 
agreeable  to  the  establishment  for  one  year  last  past.* 

In  Council,  October  26,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Bowers  go  to 
the  honourable  Board,  and  acquaint  them  that  the  House 
is  now  ready  to  jirocecd  to  the  choice  of  a  Commissary- 
General,  agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day.  Who  re- 
ported, that  he  had  delivered  the  message. 

Jabez  Fisher,  Esq.,  came  down  and  informed  the  House 
that  the  Board  are  also  ready  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
the  Commissary-General. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pitts,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Col.  Grout. 
be  a  Committee  to  count  the  votes  of  the  House  for  a 
Commissary-General,  carry  them  to  the  Council  Board, 
and  report  the  gentleman  that  shall  be  elected. 

Mr.  Pitts,  from  the  Committee  above  mentioned,  report- 
ed, that  Mr.  Devens  was  elected  Commissary-General. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morton,  Captain 
Bragdon,  Mr.  Scwall,  Colonel  Thompson,  and  Mr.  Hovey, 
be  a  Committee  to  make  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Cap- 
tain Goldthwait,  and  the  Gunner  at  Fort  Pownall. 

Afternoon. 
Jabez  Fisher,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  following  Order, 


"Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitcomb,  }>]t.  Prcscott, 
IMr.  Holten,  and  Mr.  W'hite,  with  such  as  the  honourable 
House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  receive  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Benjamin  Franklin,  E=q.,  one  hundred  Pounds 
sterling,  sent  by  several  charitable  persons  in  F'lgland,  for 
the  relief  of  those  who  were  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Zyci- 
ington,  and  of  the  widows  and  children  of  those  who 
were  then  slain  ;  Dr.  Franklin  having  expressed  his  readi- 
ness to  pay  the  said  sum  to  such  persons  as  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  receive  it;  the  Committee  to  dispose  of  the 
said  moneys  according  to  the  best  of  their  discretion,  and 
to  make  return  of  their  doings  therein  to  this  Court." 

Read  and  concurred;  and  Major  Haivlcy,  Mr.  Devens, 
Colonel  Barrett,  and  Mr.  Sto)ic,  ol' Lc.vington,  are  joined. 

fValter  Spooner,  Esq.,  came  down  with  a  message,  that 
tlie  Board  have  an  assignment  of  a  publick  nature  this 
afternoon,  and  would  therefore  propose  to  the  House  that 
the  choice  of  an  Attorney-General  be  further  referred. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Bowers  go  up  to  the  Board,  and 
acquaint  them  that  the  House  have  agreed  to  refer  the 
choice  of  an  Attorney-General  till  to-morrow,  three  o'clock, 
afternoon.  Who  reported,  that  he  had  ilelivered  the  mes- 
sage. 

Upon  a  motion,  the  question  was  put,  whether  there  he 
any  necessity  or  advantage  in  making  an  alteration  in  the 
appointment  of  Military  Officers,  different  from  what  is 
now  established  by  the  Resolves  of  tlie  i'rovincial  Con- 
gress, and  confirmed  by  the  Assembly  ;  which  passed  in 
the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  Major  JIatvlcy,  Mr.  Gerry,  Col.  Orne, 
Col.  Bowers,  and  Col.  Grout,  be  a  Committee  to  confer 
with  a  Committee  that  may  be  appointed  by  the  honour- 
able Board,  with  regard  to  the  method  of  appointing  Militia 
Officers,  and  the  best  and  most  advantageous  steps  to  be 
taken  for  the  regulation  of  the  Militia  in  this  Colony. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Captain  Partridge  be 

»  Putition  of  Thnmas  (loldthwait,  Esq.,  nnil  otlicrs,  lato  of  tlie  car. 
rison  of  Fort  Pownall,  humbly  shcwetli  :  Tliat  your  petitioners  served 
in  said  garrisou  from  the  first  day  oi  June,  1774,  for  the  time  they 
enlisted  for,  or  until  the  said  garrison  was  dismissed,  agreeable  to  tho 
establishment  made  for  the  said  garrison  by  the  General  Assembly  for 
tho  Province,  at  Salem,  the  last  year;  and  your  potilionera  having  re- 
ceived no  pay  for  their  said  service,  excepting  only  what  has  been  ad. 
v.inc"d  them  by  the  officers  of  said  garrison,  and  are  in  great  want 
thereof.  Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  your  Honours  to 
tiiki'  their  case  into  consideration,  and  order  tliem  their  pay.  And  your 
petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pr.iy. 
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of  the  Coiiimiitee  for  proposing  a  meiliod  wherein  the 
Committee  who  are  preparing  Accounts  for  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  may  be  furnished  with  necessary  Vouchers. 

TliursJav,  October  26,  1775. 

Upon  a  motion,  OrcIcrcJ,  That  5Ir.  Story,  Maj.  Bliss, 
and  Mr.  jMorgim,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  and  report 
to  the  Hou<;e  tlie  state  of  the  Muster-Rolis,  the  best  method 
to  obtain  them  completed,  and  for  securing  the  Colony 
against  any  loss  on  account  of  Fire-Arms  supplied  to  the 
Soldiers. 

Jabez  Fisher,  E^q.,  brought  down  from  the  honourable 
Board  the  following  Order,  passed  in  Council,  viz; 

"  In  Council,  October  26,  1775, 

"  Ordered,  Tliat  James  Otis,  Benjamin  GrecnlcaJ] 
Ji'alter  Spooner,  Jedtdiah  Foster,  and  Joseph  Palmer, 
Esquires,  be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  such  Committee 
as  may  be  appointed  by  the  honourable  House,  in  regard 
to  the  manner  in  which  an  Attorney-General  may  and 
ought  to  be  appointed — the  Board  being  entirely  disposed 
to  pursue  such  a  measure  as  will  be  consistent  with  the 
Charter  and  Constitution  of  the  Government,  and  most 
conducive  to  the  welfare  and  safety  of  the  people." 

Read,  and  thereupon  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker, 
Major  Hawley,  Colonel  Bou-ers,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Colonel 
Orne,  be  a  Couunittee  from  the  House,  for  the  purpose 
proposed  by  the  honourable  Board. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Thompson, 
Colonel  IVoodbridge,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Colonel  ^Sorton, 
be  added  to  the  Committee  for  considering  the  expediency 
of  ordering  that  any  part  of  the  Powder  and  Arms  lately 
arrived  in  the  Province  of  Maine  should  remain  in  those 
parts. 

The  Committee  for  considering  the  proper  method  for 
bringing  Dr.  Church  to  the  bar  of  the  House  reported  as 
follows : 

Whereas  it  appears,  by  sundry  papers  transmitted  to  this 
House,  agreeable  to  their  desire,  and  by  order  of  his  Excel- 
lency George  fl'ashington,  Esq.,  that  Benjamin  Church, 
Jun.,  Esq.,  lately  a  Surgeon-General  in  the  American 
Army,  has  been  convicted  by  the  judgment  of  a  Council 
of  VVar,  at  which  his  Excellency  presided,  of  having  car- 
ried on  a  criminal  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  and  is 
accordingly  ordered  to  be  closely  confined  until  special 
directions  relative  to  this  matter  shall  be  received  from  the 
honourable  tlie  Continental  Congress: 

And  whereas  the  said  Benjamin  Church  is  also  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  House,  and  the  charge  brought  against  him  is 
of  so  criminal  a  nature,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
make  strict  inquiry  into  the  fad,  and,  iqjon  proof  of  the 
same,  to  manifest  their  utter  abhorrence  thereof:  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  IMr.  Uilliam  Hoive,  the  Messenger  of 
this  House,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  on  Friday,  the 
27th  of  October  instant,  to  apply  to  his  Excellency  George 
IVashington,  Esq.,  for  a  sufficient  guard  safely  to  conduct 
the  said  Benjamin  Church  to  and  from  the  bar  of  this 
House;  and,  being  fuinished  therewith,  to  take  the  body 
of  the  said  C/(urtV(,and  bring  liim  to  the  bar  of  the  House 
accordingly,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  same 
day. 

Ordered,  That  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  foregoing 
Resolve  be  immediately  laid  before  his  Excellency  General 
IVashington. 

Aftirnoon. 

On  the  Petition  oi  Jerathmtd  Bowers,  Esq.,  in  behalf 
of  one  John  Shardon,*  the  Committee  leported.  Read 
and  accepted. 

•Petition  q(  Jernlhneel  Ihxrers  most  humbly  shewetli  :  That  one 
Jnhn  Shiirdoii,  of  .Sii-(in:pi/,  is  now  a  prisoner  on  board  of  Captain 
Wallace's  ship  ;  has  been  there  near  two  months  :  has  a  wife  and  lour 
children  in  want  of  his  care.  The  said  WaUare  has  offered  him  a 
dollar  per  day.  if  he  will  undertake  to  be  a  pilot ;  hut  the  poor  man  has 
had  vinur  in  •  i_  i,  :.,i:r  rto.to  refuse  the  olfer.  Wallace  has  consented 
to  accept  -n,  I'.i  !  !  :  I.  lii  iiisstead;  and  as  there  isdanger  ofhis  finaliy 
complyiiiL'.  IM  ^  r  -  f^^ity.  and,  as  he  is  acquainted  with  the  coast, 
might  b'  11  II!.--  lit'  bringing  the  men  of  war  into  the  rivers  and 
harbours  on  the  south  shore,  your  petitioner  most  humbly  prays  that 
he  may  be  redeemed,  by  sending  a  man  from  Taunton  jail ;  and  your 
petitioner  will  undertake  to  procure  the  said  Shardon,  or  return  the 
prisoner  to  Taunton,  as  vour  Honours  sh^U  direct.  And,  as  ia  duty 
bound,  shall  ever  ).rav. 


Resolved,  That  Henry  Bowers  be  allowed  to  receixe 
of  the  Prison-Keeper  in  Taunton  one  person  who  hath 
been  taken  from  the  Navy  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Graves;  he  giving  his  Bond  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County 
of  Bristol,  to  the  use  of  this  Colony,  in  the  penal  sum  of 
one  hundred  Pounds  ;  condition,  that  in  case  he  shall  not 
exchange  the  Prisoner  whom  he  shall  receive  for  the  said 
John,  he  will  return  the  said  Prisoner  to  the  Prison  in 
Taunton  aforesaid,  within  fourteen  days  from  the  time  he 
shall  receive  the  Prisoner.  And  the  Keeper  of  said  Prison 
is  hereby  directed  to  conform  himself  to  this  order,  provided 
the  said  Henry  Bowers  shall  give  security  as  above  di- 
rected. 

In  Council,  October '21 ,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

A  Petition  from  Josiah  Xottage,  Jun.,  in  behalf  of  him- 
self and  others.  Mariners,  who  were  on  board  the  Schooner 
Industry,  on  a  voyage  from  Xciv-Providence,  bound  to 
Boston,  lately  carried  into  Marblehead,  setting  forth  that 
they  are  deprived  of  the  common  mode  of  obtaining  their 
just  demands,  and  praying  relief.  Read,  and  committed  to 
Colonel  Otis,  Captain  Adams,  and  Mr.  Durfee. 

A  Petition  of  Caleb  Clark,  Agent  from  the  Town  of 
Belchertou-n,  setting  forth,  that  their  Representative  was 
nut  duly  chosen  ;  and  that  said  Town  had  voted  he  should 
not  attend  the  General  Court,  but  with  the  leave  of  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence.  Read,  and  Ordered,  Thai 
said  Petition  be  dismissed. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley  go  to 
the  honourable  Board,  and  inquire  whether  they  have  "pass- 
ed on  an  order  sent  up  by  the  House,  proposing  a  Confer- 
ence on  the  subject  of  appointing  Officers  in  the  Militia. 
^^  ho  reported,  that  he  had  delivered  the  message. 

Jedediah  Foster,  Esq.,  came  down  from  the  Board,  and 
informed  that  the  order  of  the  House  proposing  a  Confer- 
ence was  then  under  consideration  before  the  Board. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  choice  of  an  Attor- 
ney-General be  fuither  referred  till  three  o'clock,  to-mor- 
row afternoon,  and  that  Colonel  Bowers  go  up  to  the 
Board  and  acquaint  them  of  the  same. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Story,  Colonel 
Thayer,  and  iMr.  Goodwin,  be  a  Committee  to  examine 
the  Muster-Rolls  as  they  shall  be  brought  in. 

Samuel  Holten,  Esq.,  came  down  from  the  honourable 
Board,  and  said  that  the  Board  had  concurred  the  order 
of  the  House  proposing  a  Conmiittee  of  Conference  on 
the  method  of  appointing  Military  Officers. 

A  Petition  of  JVilliam  Davis,  praying  a  Permit  for  the 
Sloop  Reliance,  now  at  Dartmouth,  to  sail  in  ballast,  with 
Cash,  for  some  of  the  French  ff'est-India  Islands,  under 
the  restriction,  for  Powder.    Read  and  committed, 

Friday,  October  27,  1775. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  there  be  fixed  in  the 
alley  a  bar,  at  which  Dr.  Church  will  be  brought. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Porter,  Mr.  Cooper,  and  Col- 
onel Grout,  be  a  Committee  to  direct  proper  refreshments 
for  the  Guards  that  shall  attend  Dr.  Church. 

Siimut!  Ilolttn,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Bill  to  encourage 
the  fitting  out  Armed  V'essels,  passed  in  Council,  viz: 

"  In  Council,  October  27,  1775  :  Read  a  seconrl  time, 
and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  with  the  amendments." 

Read  and  concurred,  with  the  amendments  proposed. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of 
S:dtm*  reported  as  follows  ;  which  was  read  and  accepted. 

Whereas  the  particular  situation  of  the  Town  of  Salc7n, 
with  regard  to  its  being  exposed  to  desolation  by  the  ene- 
my, the  smallness   of  the   quantity  of  their  Ammunition, 

*  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Salem,  beg  leave  to  siiow  :  That  it 
now  apps-aring  to  ba  the  determination  of  the  enemy  to  ravage  and 
destroy  the  se^-ports  of  the  Province,  the  Town  of  Salem  thought  it 
their  duty  to  represent  their  defenceless  state  ;  and,  at  a  meeting  held 
this  d  iv.directed  us  to  inform  your  Honours  that  five  half  barrels  and 
a  small  quantity  in  cartridges  constitute  our  whole  Town  stock  of 
powdo-r.  and  request  relief  in  regard  to  ammunition,  and  what  else 
TOUr  Honours  judge  our  condition  requires.  Tills  request  we  now 
present,  and  earnestly  request  that  it  may  be  granted.  The  cannon 
we  have  mounted  (besides  Seld.pieces;  are  one  eightcen.pounder,  one 
twelve,  three  seven,  and  one  nine.pounder.  for  which,  if  we  are  so 
happy  as  to  obtain  powder,  a  proportionable  c,uantity  of  shot  will  bt 
wanting. 
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tlie  method  ihey  are  taking  for  their  defence,  and  the  pro- 
bability of  tbeir  being  able  to  save  the  place,  jjrovided 
they  could  be  furnished  witii  a  sufficient  stock  of  Pow- 
der and  Ball,  having  been  represented  to  this  Court;  and 
being  desirous  that  a  place  of  so  great  importance  as  Sa- 
lem is,  might,  if  possible,  be  saved  from  destruction  ;  this 
Court  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Towns  hereafter  named, 
that  they  would  furnish  the  forementioned  place  with  the 
several  quantities  of  Powder  proposed  in  this  list,  upon 
their  application  to  them  for  it  ;  which  quantity  shall  either 
be  returned  to  them  again  in  Powder,  or  paid  lor  in  Money, 
not  exceeding  five  Shillings  a  pound,  by  the  Selectmen  or 
Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Town  of  Silem,  as  the  Se- 
lectmen of  the  several  Towns  from  where  it  is  taken  shall 
choose.  The  names  of  the  Towns  to  be  draughted  from  : 
Dnnvcrs,  50  pounds;  Rowley,  50;  Andnvcr,  50;  Haver- 
hill, 50  ;  Topsfielcl,  25  ;  Boxford,  -25 ;  Bradford,  50 ; 
Micldletown,  25  ;  Methucn,  25 — 350  pounds. 

JusKPH  Wheelkr,  per  order. 

In  Council,  October  28,  1775:    Read  and  concurred. 

Doctor  Holten  brought  down  a  Petition  of  Joseph  V. 
Palmer,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
of  Braintree.     Also,  a  Petition  of  James  Hayward. 

Notice  was  given  that  Dr.  Church  was  at  the  door.* 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Church  be  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
the  House,  and  that  the  Committee  to  order  provision  for 
the  Guards  give  directions  that  the  Guards  be  placed  at  the 
several  doors  of  the  House. 

*  Account  of  the 

On  Friday,  October  27,  the  High  Sherift'  Howe,  a  messenger  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  came  to  my  prison,  ac- 
companied by  Adjutant-General  Gates  ami  the  several  officers  of  the 
guard,  with  a  sunnnons  from  tlie  lionourablc  House,  commanding  my 
immediate  attendance  at  the  bar  of  tlie  House.  I  requested  to  be  indulged 
with  an  opportunity  to  cliange  my  linen,  wliicb  was  indulged  me,  while 
the  guard  was  parading,  and  the  officer  of  my  escort  waited  upon  the 
General  for  his  directions.  By  the  time  I  had  put  myself  in  decent 
apparel,  I  received  orders  to  proceed.  I  had  procured,  in  this  interim, 
a  chaise  from  a  friend,  into  which  the  messenger  i-iift'r<-t]  with  nii-; 
in  which  manner  we  proceeded,*  in  the  centre  of  ;i  i^ni.iKi  ni"  twenty 
men,  with  drum  and  fife,  from  my  prison  in  Camhnili'r  !'■  WUh  i  hnm, 
being  three  miles.  When  arrived  at  the  Meeting-lluusi  m  iViilrrl<iiiii, 
where  the  Assembly  then  sat,  the  messenger  of  the  House  announced 
my  arrival;  upon  which  we  received  orders  to  tarry  at  the  door  till 
called  for;  after  waiting  a  few  minutes,  the  door-keeper,  opening  the 
door,  directed  the  messc-iigi;r  to  brln;;   in    I  lie   prisoner.     1   was    then 

ushered  into  the  II..  s.> i    eli  -;■,,,  i,.  : ...  i.  ,r,  u  In.-h  wa-^  i.l,..-.-d 

about  midway  ..f  III.'  I. r.i  I  !     ::         I    ,i,  ..   ;  ,.  ii,',>  t,.  i  h,-  li..l...nr- 

ablo  Speaker  of  1  li.-  I  Lm  .     ,/ ,  n  I  iiiil   I.,  the  iji,'nil>.-rs 

of  the  honoural.l.'  II...L-e  ,,r  Kei.e  e,,i.lu-.  i:.  re  ass. ■ml, I.. I.  'I'lio 
g  dlcries,  being  opened  up.in  this  .n-easiun,  w.-r.^  tlirnnged  with  a  nunie. 
rous  collection  of  people  of  all  ranks,  to  attend  so  novel  and  so  im. 
portant  a  trial. 

The  honourable  Speaker  then  beg-an,  by  informing  me  that  the  lion, 
ourable  House  of  Representatives  havin;;  l..i-n  inl'onni^d  that  I,  a  member 
of  that  House,  was  put  under  arr.'sl  l.y  Ins  l',\.-.ll.nicy  General  Wash- 
ington, and  their  jealousy  for  the  piivil.  ;,r.  s  ..f  th.'  House  having  been 
excited  thereby,  they  had  appointed  a  Cmnnnttee  of  the  honourable 
House  to  wait  upon  and  confer  with  liis  E.vcelleney  upon  the  subject; 
to  which  they  had  received  the  following  answer.  Here  his  Honour 
recited  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  attested  by 
his  Secretary,  the  Hon.  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  specifying,  that  at  a  meet, 
ing  of  a  General  Court-Martial,  held  at  Cambridge,  on  October  3, 
present,  his  Excellency  General  George  Washington,  Esquire,  Presi. 
djjit;  all  the  Major.Generals  and  Brigadier.Generals  of  the  Army,  and 
Adjutant-General  Gates,  Benjamin  Church,  Esq.,  Director-General  of 
the  Hospital,  w.as  summoned  before  them  ;  when  a  Court  of  Inquiry 
b  ing  held,  it  was  their  unanimous  opinion,  that  said  Benjamin  Church 
WIS  c..nviet.-d  .if  holding  a  criminal  correspond.'nci'   with   the  enemy, 

,.„-|l   nie.ni,,.,-    l.ee.e    „,e   ,lie„    .1   s,ii„i;„l    ni...!!    th..    n,.,tl.T.       An.T    the 


ji.css  llieir  abhorrence  of  such  conduct  in  one  of  their  members,  had 
sn.nmoiiccl  me  to  the  bar  of  that  House,  to  make  answer  to  the  charges 
exhibited  against  me,  and  to  proceed  in  such  manner  as  to  vindicate 
the  reputation  of  I  lie  House."  And  then  holding  out  tin-  l.tt.r,  de- 
manderi,  "if  that  was  a  true  copy  of  the  letter  I  wr..l.-  in  .  i|.l..  is;"  to 
which   I  replied,   "May  it  please  your    ll.inniir  ami    il..'    Ii..ii...ir,.l.le 

been,  and  liav.-  s.i  J  i  ;ii.  ,1    e...  ■  l.i  i  le    |.  u  i    e.  1 1.  •  -;   u-  ;  I    ^  ei    i  u  -^  \  mv 

respectable  bo;l\      .        •    ,  , '        e  '  i  ,  :  ,       ■    e   ;'  ,ie 

them,  a  matter'n    ,         ;i   I  :  ■    i  I  :    -s 

myself  to  be  t..I;iil  \-  .m.  i.-.| te.l  i  evj,  >  i  ni^  \\,r  ^.  .e  i  ,1  e.    .en,  ],, 

of  process,  and  the  issue.  If  I  might  enlr.'at  the  iinlnlgen,;,.  of  the 
honourable  House,  I  would  inform  them  about  a  montli  since  I  was 
taken  by  an  armed  force,  and  have  been  confined  a  close  prisoner  for 
twenty  .eight  days ;  secluded  by  my  stern  jailors  from  the  cheering 
eye  and  consoling  tongue  of  friend  and  acquaintance,  unless  by  a 
.■.pecial  license  from  Hoad.Quarters,  which  has  been  sparingly  granted  ; 
and  never  indulged  with  the  aid  and  advice  of  counsel  learned  in  the 
"  Uieir  digni 


Dr.  Church  was  accordingly  admitted  ;  wliereupon  there 
was  read  an  order  of  the  Hous.e  for  an  application  to  Gen- 
eral (Washington,  that  he  would  certify  to  this  House  the 
cause  of  the  detention  and  imprisonment  of  Benjamin 
Church,  Esq. 

There  was  also  read  a  copy  of  Dr.  Church's  Letter,  as 
deciphered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  (Vest ;  and  a  copy  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council  of  War  respecting  said  Church, 
which  had  been  transmitted  by  the  General,  and  are  as 
follows,  viz : 

"  I  hope  this  will  reach  yoti.  Three  attempts  have  I 
made  without  success.  In  effecting  the  hist,  the  man  was 
discovereil  in  attempting  his  escape  ;  but  fortunately  my 
letter  was  sewed  in  the  waistband  of  his  breeches.  He 
was  confined  a  few  days,  during  which  time  you  may  guess 
my  feelings;  but  a  little  art  and  a  little  cash  settled  the 
matter.  'Tis  a  month  since  my  retiun  from  Philadelphia ; 
I  went  by  the  way  of  Providence,  to  visit  mother.  The 
Committee  for  warlike  stores  made  me  a  formal  tender  of 
twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  eighieen  and  twenty-four  pound- 
ers; they  having  taken  a  previous  resolution  to  make  the 
offer  to  General  Hard.  To  make  a  merit  of  my  services, 
I  sent  them  down  ;  and  when  they  received  them,  they  sent 
them  to  Stonghton,  to  be  out  of  danger,  even  though  they 
had  formed  the  resolution,  as  I  before  hinted,  of  fortifying 
Bunker's  Hill,  which,  together  with  the  cowardice  of  the 
clumsy  Colonel  Gcrrish  and  Colonel  Scammons,  was  tlie 
lucky  occasion  of  their  defeat.  This  affair  happened  before 
my  return  from  Philadelphia.     We  lost  one  hundred  and 

law  J  six  days  retained  in  the  most  rigorous  confinement.  I  was  then 
led  before  a  (ieneral  Court-Marlial,*  attended  by  my  guards;  after  a 
scrutiny,  novel  and  undecisive,  which  I  then  apprehended  to  be  atrial,  I 
was  remanded  back  to  my  prison  ;  but.  at  my  request,  and  the  indulgence 
of  the  General,  attended  only  by  the  officers  of  the  guard.  There  I 
have  been  held  in  the  most  cruel  imprisonment,  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  ever  since.  This  morning,  may  it  please  your  Honours,  at 
the  hour  of  ten  o'clock,  without  any  previous  intimation  of  such  a 
design,  without  any  expectation  of  such  an  event,  I  am  summoned,  ex 
improriso  and  immediately,  to  the  bar  of  this  honourable  House.  Bowed 
to  the  dust  by  infirmity  produced  by  distress,  harassed  and  sickening 
with  painful  su-spense,  aggravated  vexations,  rigorous  imprisonment, 
and  a  load  of  .sorrows  no  longer  supportable,  am  I  called  upon  to  make 
my  detence.  Though  in  a  situation  to  wound  the  bosom  of  compassion, 
and  from  the  eye  of  liumanity  to  steal  a  tear,  relying  on  conscious 
integrity,  ihiit  Inil  T  wish  not  t.i  i-vade  :  only  let  mo  be  determined, 
Sir,  whether  tli.'  jiirrdi.  1 1..11  ..f  I  Ins  House  extends  to  the  whole  enor. 
mity  of  the  trans  .ii.iii  ..1  ulu.li  I  st md  accused;  whether,  may  it 
please  your  ll..n...ii,  11. is  umI  shall  I..-  final  and  decisive."  To  which 
his  Honour  llie  Sp.-aker  111  nl.-  answer,  ••that  the  honourable  House  had 
determined  to  examine  this  matter  no  further  than  as  it  related  to  a 
member  of  that  House."  To  which  I  rejoined,  "  sorry  am  I,  Sir,  that 
my  plea  for  justice  cannot  be  heard  :  I  have  been  led  from  Caiaphas  to 
Herod,  and  from  Herod  to  Pontius  Pilate.  To  what  tribunal  shall  I 
make  my  final  appeal  ?  The  House,  will  pardon  me;  but  while  they 
appear  so  tremblingly  alive  to  preserve  their  reputation  unsullied,  they 
should  not  forget  the  sinister  influence  such  precipitation  will  have  at 
the  future  trial  of  perhaps  an  innocent  man;  my  cause  will  be  pre- 
judged, and  my  guilt  ascertained  by  the  sanction  of  this  important 
body,  before  due  inquisition  is  made.  I  did  hoar.  Sir,  that  this  House 
'     "    '  ■      ■  '  '        t  I  immediately  transmitted  to  your 

y  seat  as  a  member  of  this  House,  in 
nsequences  which  their  censure  might 
'  '     "ouse  may  possibly  remember, 
in  the  I  iiignage  of  Lord  CAa</,nj/i,  for 
ine  ill     l\::e','  ill.'  House  of  Commons, 

.  .!i .         in  .   a  premature  distress 

.1  '         '  In  ir  generous  humani. 

11/11 !   !'.     ;  I. -1,  till  by  due  process 

\:il e.  After  wliieh,  they  expelled  him 
irable  M.ijor  Hutoley  then  moved,  that  tho 
Id  put  the  question  to  me,  whether  the  letter 
T  .ifihi-  lett.r  t  wrote  in  eipliers.  I  replied,  it 
M  I  ...I   //../    ■  •'  I  h.-n  nr.'.'il.  tli  it  nerliaps  there 


had  determined  on  my  expulsior 
Honour  a  formal  resignation  of 
some  measure  to  prevent  the  ill  c 
produce   hereafter.     Tli 
when  Mr.  Wilkes  was  arraigne 
'  blaspheming  his  God  and  libi 
of  which  he  was  then  a  memb 
lest  their  immaculate  honours  t 
ty  induced  them  to  take  no  co 
of  law  he  was  condemned  to 
the  House."     The  Honourabh 
honourable  Spea 
then  read  was  a 


was  not  an  e.\. 
was  some  trill 
but  requested 
not  contain  tli 
question  was  | 
perceive  the  h 
determined  up 
Northampton  | 
chicane  or  ev.i 
innocence,  I  s 
learn,  may  it  , 
ra!  Court-.Mar 
leads  to  such  s 
it   is   sometliir 


I  ditfe 


lions,. 


Umeiit,  tlie  Hoiui-,  rorKi-tful 
iltil,  siifrnd  luc  u,  he  hiKI 
■  ml  trial  belbii:  tUf  ] 


.,1)  or 


ili.-r  til.'  l.lt.T  tlii'u  read  did 
i.l' 111)  1.  tier  111  general.  The 
eh  I  answered  as  follows  :  "  I 
ced  by  a  partial  purpose,  are 
t.'  trial.  The  honourable  gentleman  from 
,1  s   me   if  lie   sii|iii.Lsrs   I  mean,  through 

.1  >.'iM-  in.|niMl ;  ennfirmed  in  assured 

.  ,  .,i;i  ke..|,,.vi  s,  irebings.  I  now  first 
1  ems.  ..1  n.y  l.eniix  eonvicted  by  a  Gene. 
lal  corre.s|iondineei  with  the  enemy;  what 
perfectly  unknown  to  me ;  and  I  presume 
at  I  should  bo  first  acquainted  with  the 
I  was  not  even  tlu-re  fiivouretl  with  the  assistance  of  ihe  Advocite-Gencml.  They 
lot  prtleiiil  it  \v.i.s  not  a  trial,  as  the)  made  up  their  judgment,  and  determined  I 
convicted  of  n  criminal  corresijondciice,  &c. 
As  the  General  Conrt-Martial  had  convicted 
iiurahle  House  will  think  themsiU 


dupuuibly  calculated  tu  betray  the  int 


trial,  perhaps   the 
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sixty-five  killed  then,  and  since  dead  of  llieir  wounds  ;  one 
bundled  and  twenty  now  lie  wounded  ;  the  chief  will  re- 
cover. Tliey  boast  you  biive  fourteen  btaidred  killed  and 
wounded  in  tbat  action.  You  say  tbe  Rebels  lost  fifteen 
bundled,  I  suppose  with  equal  irutli.  Tbe  people  of  L'on- 
necticui  are  raving  in  tbe  cause  of  liberty.  A  nninber 
from  tbis  Colony,  from  the  Town  oi  Stamford,  robbed  tbe 
King's  stores  at  Ntw-York,\\\\.\\  some  small  assistance  tlie 
i^cw-Yorktrs  lent  them;  these  were  growing  turbulent.  I 
counted  two  hundred  and  eighty  jiieces  of  cannon,  from 
twenty-four  to  tbree-pounders,  ai  Kiiigsbriilge,  which  tbe 
Committee  had  secured  for  tbe  use  of  the  Colonies.  The 
Jcrsei/snre  not  a  whit  behind  Connecticut  in  zeal.  The  P/ii- 
laJelp/u'ans  e)i.cced  them  both.  I  saw  twenty-two  hundred 
men  in  review  there  by  General  Lee,  consisting  of  Qua- 
kers and  other  inhabitants,  in  uniform,  with  one  thousand 
Riflemen  and  foity  Horse,  who,  together,  made  a  most  war- 
like appearance.  I  mingled  freely  and  iVeiiuently  with  tbe 
members  of  the  Continental  Congress  ;  they  were  uniteil, 
determined  in  opposition,  and  appeared  assured  of  success. 
Now,  to  come  home.  Tbe  opposition  is  become  formida- 
ble. Eighteen  thousand  men,  brave  and  determined,  with 
fl'ashinglon  and  Lee  at  their  bead,  are  no  contemptible 
enemy.  Adjutant  Gen.  Gates  is  indefatigable  in  arranging 
tbe  Army.  Provisions  are  very  plenty  ;  clothes  are  manu- 
facturing in  almost  every  Town  for  the  soldiers.  Twenty 
tons  of  powder  lately  arrived  at  rhiladeljj/iia,  Connccticnt, 
and  Providence;  upwards  of  twenty  tons  are  now  in  camp. 
Saltpetre  is  made  in  every  Colony.    Powder  Mills  are  ercct- 

jujgmont  of  that  Court  in  my  attendance  upon  tliis.  It  has  hr-vn  fre- 
quently objected  to  us  by  our  adversaries,  tliat  we  were  strug;^liug  to 
establish  a  tyranny  much  more  intolerable  than  that  we  mjant  to  op. 
pose.  Shall  we  justify  the  prediction  of  our  cnemi  !S  ?  Will  it  be  for 
the  honour  or  interest  of  the  community  that  one  of  your  friends  find 
partisans  is  reduced  to  deprecate  that  power  which,  by  his  constant 
exertions,  he  has  been  in  some  measure  instrumental  in  sup[)orting  ? 
Vou  profess  you  are  contending  for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  British 
subjects.  Why  then  deny  appeal  to  common  law  ?  Am  I  impertinent 
in  claiming  the  rights  of  'Magna  Charta  and  Bill  of  Rights  ?  Have  I 
no  title  to  a  trial  by  jurors,  or  the  benefit  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  ? 
But  if  by  a  forced  construction  I  am  deemed  amenable  to  martial  law 
for  matters  transacted  before  my  iiiipomtnirnt  to  the  hospital,  and  before 
the  promulgation  of  those  l;iu^  w  !i\  n'  I'l-  rules  and  articles  framed 
by  the  Continental  Congress,  ti     '  i      nut  of  the  Army,  violated 

in  every  letter,  to  accumulat      I      i  wii;^  ? 

"1  have  suffered  already  th.'  nini.i  l  |.  nily  unurxed  to  the  breach  of 
that  law,  for  which  I  now  stand  coiimutU-d.  Am  I  to  be  the  victim  of 
the  insatiable  rage  of  my  enemies  ?  Am  I  perpetually  to  bo  subjected 
to  the  successive  pains  and  penalties  of  every  capricious  power  ?  It  is 
a  maxim  in  that  Government  wliich  I  claim  as  inv  iiilient  i;ne,  Wir. 
and  for  which  you  have  exprrss,-,!  Ihr  I,:^1m^i  vm"i,!  ,Ii.,„,  •■  W,,,,., 
equideni  est  servitus  lihi  jus  rsi  ni'nnii  rl  nir' :  f      M  >       ii  :   ■  ■; 

is  that  state  of  slavery  where  i1h    iil;1iI  .il' l!ir  >:,;  _  /    m 

certain.  But  I  will  not  engrua:,  Uic  luue  nl  iln.  in  .i.ji.i,.!,:  (  .  u  I.  1 
did  say.  Sir,  the  letter,  as  now  read,  is  not  a  hter.:l  cuhsUul tiun  of  lliat 
I  wrote  in  ciphers,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves,  for  the  letter  was  wi'it. 
ten  in  great  haste.  I  never  have  been  favoured  with  a  copy  since,  to 
consider  of  it,  and  have  never  seen  it  till  tn.Hay,  exf  rpt  the  very  cur- 
sory reading  I  gave  it  when  before  the  (;riirr;il  ( '..i;  it.  Mi  Hi  il.  ;it  which 

time  the  perturbation  of  mind  ineideul.il  I"  hi.  li  .1     ilwiti i:iturally 

jirevented  such  a  close  attention  as  to  rii.ililr  mr  {>>  yi  u!l,  rl  tiie  con. 
tents.  I  believe,  in  general,  the  sense  is  jnvstrvi-d  ;  m  suiul-  lll^tances 
it  is  perverted.  It  has  been  proposed,  that  the  letter  be  read  hi  para- 
graphs, and  that  I  be  questioned  in  order.  If  it  will  be  agreeable  to 
the  honourable  House,  I  will  read  the  letter  in  paragraphs  :  I  will  can- 
didly and  faithfully  execute  my  intention  in  the  course  of  my  reading  ; 
and,  to  convince  the  honourable  House  that  I  moan  not  to  cavil  at 
trifling  inaccuracies,  I  will  correct  the  erroneous  passages  as  I  proceed, 
and  restore  the  true  reading  on  a  different  sheet." 

This  motion  was  acceded  to  by  the  honourable  House,  and  the  copy 
of  the  letter  being  handed  to  mo  by  John  Pitts,  Esq.,  I  began  :  "  Pre- 
vious to  any  remarks  upon  the  substance  of  this  reprobated  letter  iu 
my  hand,  by  your  Honour's  leave,  and  llir  in.lulirenee  of  the  liou..ur.d,le 

House,    I   will    II   |Mil     111   ■    i.l-.n.    I   ,•     v.h,.   \    l.,l    III,    ;ui:l    I.IV   IMiillVrs 

f,r  writin;;    h.     '     ■    -r.,.        V    :       ,.         Mni    in, 11,^  /■/,;/ ,./i.V/„„, 

v-y.^'h"'- iiiiiiiiiiM  .'..  ,..r!;w,,::/^.,.'''ii;Vi':'.'.'m'".Mi,'.'i 

me  by  name,  asking  nie  if  I  did  not  know  her;  her  countenance 
was  familiar  to  mj ;  I  answered  yes,  and  inquired  when  she  loft 
Boston ;  she  informed  nie,  the  day  before,  and  told  me,  she  had  a 
letter  for  me  from  Boston,  from  my  brother ;  she  took  a  small  bundle 
out  of  her  pocket,  and,  opening  it,  handed  the  letter  to  tlie  carman, 
who  delivered  it  to  mo  ;  it  was  directed  to  me  ;  upon  breaking  the 
seal  I  found  it  wrilt-n  in  ,-iuli.-rs  .md  siirned  /.  F.  I  put  it  in  my 
pocket,  and  rode  11  I'  i"'  >  iii-ilv  in  luc  •.!  mr  to  return  back 
and  repair  to  my  luilr  i      .  r  ili.    1,  11   1,    hhI  aequaiut  myself 

with  the  contents.  'I'l..  i  .1  i  1  1.  Id  rr  I  li  iiplr.l  Ihe  letter  to  the 
Speaker,  who  read  it  lu  lIk   Iimuuui  .Jjie  lluiisr,  as  lulluws  ; 

"  Dear  Doctor  :  I  have  often  tuld  you  what  the  dreams  of  your  high 
1  the  k'tter  was  desired  was 

'■d  this  Court,  but,  abstracted 

i  should  have  been 

innocent  ijiece  of  arti- 

pnose  my  continued  iin- 

tlie  moutu  IS  up,  and  I 


pspond  with  the  enemy;"  but  the  pers 


ed,  and  constantly  employed,  in  rhiladelphia  and  iSew- 
lork.  Volunteers,  of  tbe  first  fortunes,  are  daily  flockino; 
to  the  camp  ;  one  thousand  Riflemen  in  two  or  three  days. 
Recruits  are  now  levying,  to  augment  the  Army  to  twenty- 
two  thousand  men.  Ten  thousand  Militia  are  appointed 
in  this  Province,  10  appear  on  tbe  first  summons.  The 
bills  of  all  the  Colonies  circulate  freely,  and  are  readily- 
exchanged  for  cash  ;  add  to  this,  tbat  unless  some  plan  of 
accommodation  takes  place  immediately,  these  harbours 
will  swarm  with  privateers;  an  army  will  be  raised  in  tbe 
Middle  Provinces,  to  take  possession  of  Canada.  For  tbe 
sake  of  the  miserable  convulsed  Empire,  solicit  peace,  re- 
peal the  acts,  or  Britain  is  undone.  Tbis  advice  is  the 
result  of  warm  affection  to  my  King  and  to  the  Realm. 
Remember  1  never  deceived  you  ;  every  article  here  sent 
you  is  sacredly  true.  The  papers  will  announce  to  you 
tbat  1  am  again  a  member  for  Boston;  you  will  there  see 
our  motley  Council.  A  general  arrangement  of  officers 
will  take  place,  except  the  chief,  which  will  be  suspended 
but  for  a  little  while,  to  see  what  part  Britain  takes  in  con- 
sequence of  the  late  Coniinental  petition.  A  view  to  in- 
dependence grows  more  and  more  general.  Should  Briluin 
declare  war  against  the  Colonies,  they  are  lost  forever. 
Should  Spaiii  declare  against  England,  the  Colonies  will 
declare  a  neutrality,  which  will  doubtless  ))roduce  an  offen- 
sive and  defensive  league  between  them.  For  God's  sake, 
prevent  it  by  a  speedy  accommodation.  Writing  tbis  has 
employed  a  day.  1  have  been  to  Salem  to  reconnoitre, 
but  I  could  not  escape  the  geese  of  the  ca|)ilol.    To-mor- 


dy.  Ify.me.im.otp.isstl,. 
via  Rhode. Island ;  and  if  y 
this  character,  and  direct  yi 
service,  and  deliver  it  to  Ca 
t\en  heard  your  people 


i-nd 


beli( 


they  had  such 


:  on  Bunker's  Hiil  as  to  cool  their 


irir,M>nmyou; 

.  ...1-    v..„.     Let 

.,  i,    ,  ■    :is  your 

!       M.I  your 

Ml   peo- 

;iiu'  from 

1  ...1  111- fresh 

Mi  ,,  ,i,,l  alrea. 

.|.i..m  Wallace, 

■ly,  write  me  in 

n  His  Majesty's 

•omesafe.     We 

.vn.     By  God,  I 

courage, 


Your  sister  has  been  for  running  away;  Kitty  has  been  very  sick ;  we 
wished  you  to  see  her ;  she  is  now  picking  up, 

"  I  remain  your  sincere  friend  and  brother,  I.  t\ 

"  P.  S.  Don't  fail  to  write  me  soon." 


This  letter  being  read,  I  proceeded  : 
what  was  our  situation  at\er  the  aeti. 
that  it  was  generally  believed,  had  th,, 
tion  to  pursue  their  success,  they  mirlif 
very  little  opposition.     Not  m.my  .In  • 


I'll    kn 


//, 


iiuch 
■  ■I,  III  II  condi- 
,-,.,/„-,/,.,.  with 

I,  I'ort  cir- 

,.  arrival  of  a 
/«.  This  hon- 
ed thereby,  to- 
laeity  to  make 
n^azinps.  Was 
I.IV,'  siicrificed 
■-,  I  iiiiist   con- 


his  life  to  effect  a  t.iln-.il.l,-  .in- ii,,il.il  i,,ii  '      \h   I'.. 

fess,  wei-e  greatly  exril.'il.  \t  lliis-  iiiI.tv.iI  .1  w  ,  ,  K .  |,  ili.i|,u.  or  ten 
d.iys  after  I  had  received  this  letter)  I  was  .-..iiiii,  ,  ■  .  ,,  '  ,  Mugs  by 
a  stormy  day,  contemplating  our  disagree,ibl,,  h  I      iil,d  the 

letter  out  of  my  pocket,  and,  reading  it,  the  i.|.  ,  ,  ,         ,    mswcr 

to  my  brother  started  into  my  mind.     Im  Hjinn:      I       1,1,1  i,,i:,i,,ve  the 

ii|ipi.rtniiilv  lo  . -fie. -t  a  happy  purpose,  I  i ,,,:i.i.  1.       ,  .ii.,,iii  it.     One 

cir.niiist  III,,'    \\lii,'li    was    an    indu.?   iini    ;,,  :,■    ,it    lliit    time 

paragraphs,  atlnr  ]iri'iiiisiii,.;  Ili.il  [  li.ivr  iii,l,:iv.iuri'il  to  adopt  the  air 
and  language  of  a  liiiy  till,,;]  Ml,, iji.  1,1  tip,  purpose  of  securing  con- 
fidence, and  obtaioiu^'  111,,  ml    lli:i,ii  .■  I  w  lut'd. 

'"Three  attempts  li.iv.-  1  nude  tu  n  rit,,  you;  the  last,  the  man 
was  discovered,  but  fortunately  my  letter,'  &o.  May  it  please 
your  Honour,  had  I  written  or  attempted  to  write  into  Boston,  is 
it  not  very  extraordinary  that,  during  my  long  confinement,  when 
the  very  antipodes  have  been  alarmed  at  the  transaction,  and  evpry 
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row  1  set  out  for  Newport,  on  purpose  to  send  you  this.    I     Rev.  Mr.  Tf'ist,  and  laid  llie  said  Letter  belbre  ilie  Mem 
write  you   fully,  it  bein^^  scarcely  possible  to  escape  dis-      bers  of  this  Council 
covery.      I  am  out  of  place  here,  by  choice,  and  therefore 
out  of  pay 


I'ereil 


After  considerini;  and  discussing  the  matter,  it  was  delcr- 
deteruiined  so  to  be  indess  something  is     mined  to  adjourn  till  to-morrow,  and  then  that  Ur.  C/iiirch 

y  way.    1  wish  you  could  contrive  to  write  me     be  examined. 

pher,  by  the  way  _of  Nvwjmrt,  addressed  to         "  Of^o/uc  4.— The  Council  of  War  niet.   Present  as  be- 
fore. 

"  Dr.  Church  being  sent  for,  and  shou  n  the  Letter  in  clia- 
raclers,  was  a^ked,  wlietliiT  the  said  Letter  was  written  by 
him  ;  to  which  he  answered,  he  believed  it  was.  He  was 
then  shown  the  explanation  of  said  Letter,  as  deciphered, 
and  asked  whether  it  was  a  true  one  ;  to  which  he  answered 
in  the  allirmative.  Dr.  Church  then  explained  his  inten- 
tion in  writing  said  Letter,  as  calculated  to  impress  the  ene- 
my with  a  strong  idea  of  our  strength  and  situation,  in  order 
to  prevent  an  attack  at  a  time  when  the  Contiiuntal  Army 
was  in  a  great  want  of  ammunition,  and  in  liojies  of  efTecting 
some  speedy  accommodation  of  the  present  dispute,  and 
concluded  with  solenin  asseverations  of  his  innocence. 

"  The  (jeneral  then  asked  the  opinion  of  the  Council, 
severally,  whether  it  did  not  appear  that  Dr.  Church  had 
cniried  on  a  criminal  correspondence  with  the  enemy  ;  to 
which  they  unanimously  answered  in  the  anirmative. 

"  The  question  was  then  proposed,  and  discussed,  what 
were  the  |)roper  steps  to  be  taken  with  respect  to  him  ;  and, 
after  examining  the  regulations  of  the  Continental  Army, 
and  particularly  the  articles  twenty-eight  and  fifiy-one,  it 
was  determined,  from  the  enormity  of  the  crime,  and  the 

to  me,  informed  mc  tlie  House  were  ready  to  hear  me,  and  ordered  me 
to  proceed.  I  began  as  follows  :  "  May  it  please  your  Honour,  to  the 
patient  attention,  the  apparent  candour,  and  generous  humanity  of  the 
honourable  House,  I  feel  myself  deeply  indebted.  1  shall  now  pro. 
cesi,  by  their  continued  indulgence,  to  .some  further  observations  on 
the  letter;  not  doubting,  from  the  approved  justice  and  benignity  of 
this  honourable  Assembly,  a  full  acquittance  from  the  groundless 
charges  levelled  against  me. 

"  Tlie  next  paragrapli  is,  '  which,  together  with  the  cowardice  of  the 
clumsy  Colonel  Gcrrish,'  &.c.  to  '  defeat.'  There  is  a  mistake  in  the 
word  lucky  in  tliis  sentence  ;  the  original  was  unlucky,  the  negative 
being  marked  by  an  additional  stroke  in  the  I.  Here  I  cannot  but 
observe.  Sir,  tliiit,  notwithstanding  the  apparent  labour  and  design, 
tlirouijiKiiit  till'  whcile,  to  maintain  the  character  of  a  tory,  yet,  in 
this  ii,ii.i.^r;i|ili,  I  liiivo  inadvertently  betrayed  myself;  having  men- 
tioned C.liHiri  (f'finsh  and  Colonel  Sraimnons  in  terms  of  reproach 
and  iuiligiutioii,  for  not  engaging  the  King's  troops.  After  givnig  an 
account,  in  tlio  next  paragraph,  of  the  number  of  our  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Buvkrr's  Hill,  which  greatly  falls  short  of 
truth,  and  an  nWiqne  sarcasm  upon  them  for  their  extravagant  calcu- 
liitinii  in  tliis  !ii  itt.T.  I  |>r"C"'vI,  in  several  succeeding  paragraphs,  in  the 

ni<.i   '■^. i  I     !v.  v-^iilc,  to  alarm  him  with  a  very  formidable 

;i(    .  I,    ,      i    !  [I     I  s.  resources,  industry,  union,  and  resolu. 

t I    ■    1  ,  luiiiiicd  by  ocul.ar  demonstration,  beginning 

Willi  Mm  |ii  ..|.lv  ul  <  0///I.  I //.»/,'  and  continued  as  far  as  '  are  readily 
I  x.|i;iTijriii  lor  cash.'  As  lar  as  my  contracted  reading  and  observa. 
tiuii  .  .xlciiils,  may  it  please  your  Honour,  it  has  been  the  policy  of  those 
w.'  Ill  irinlMri-  ileimd   onr  rn;-mifs  to  spenk  in  cinlcmptuous  terms  of 


oftered  in 

freely    in       .  . 

Thomas  Richards,  merchant.    Enclose  it  in  a  cover  to  ine, 

intimating  that  I  am  a  perfect  stranger  to  you  ;  but  being 

recommended  to  you  as  a  gentleman  of  honour,  you  took 

the  liberty  of  enclosing  that  letter,  entreating  me  to  deliver 

it  as  directed  ;  the   person,  as  you  are  informed,  being  at 

Cambridge.     Sign  some  fictitious  name.     Tliis  y 

send  to  some  confidential  friend  at  Newport,  to  be  d 

to  me  at  IVatcrtou-n.     Make  use  of  every  |)recaution,  or 

I  jierisli." 

"This  is  a  true  copy  of  Dr.  Church's  letter,  as  deci- 
phered by  the  Rev.  Mr.  IVest,  and  acknowledged  by  the 
Doctor  to  be  truly  deciphered. 

'•  JosKlMl  lU'.F.n,  Secretari/." 

"  At  a  Council  of  War  held  at  Head-Quarters,  Ciiin- 
brido-e,  October  3,  1775,  presiMit: 

"His  Excellency  General  JVashingtnri ;  Major-Generals 
fVard,  Lcc,  and  Fulnam ;  Brigadier-Generals  Spencer, 
Heath,  Sullivan,  Greene,  and  Thomas;  Adjutant-General 
dates. 

"  The  General  comnHinicated  to  the  Board  a  irHfovei-y  of 
a  correspondence  carried  on  with  the  enemy  b\  Dr.  Church, 
by  Letter    in    characters,  which  was  deciphered   by   the 


affa 


id  the 


tongue  has  been  clamorous  against  nie  ;   is  it  not  strange,  fe'ir,  lliat 

no   proof   has   been    exhibited    against   me   of  such    correspondence. 

but    in    this    very   letter,    which    is    crowded    witli    fallacy,    and    ob. 

viously  designed  to  deceive  ?     The  idea  of  the  man  being  discm- 

but  escaped,  'the  letter  being,'   &,c.,  wa 

Doctor ,  who  was  taken,  as  reptir 

searched,  but  no  letter  found.     I  heard  " 

from  Philadelphia,  and   that  the  letter  v> 

idly  reported  to  be  the  reason  of  its  not 

two  attempts  arc  mentioned  in  a  subsequi 
I  been  to  Sahm,'  &c.      This  idea  was  s 

dent :     About  a  week  before  I  sat  out  or 

informed  me  he  had  received  intilliffn 

matters  were  conveyed  into  iJi'x'" '.  !'\ 

Salem;  which  ought  to  be  imnir.d  ,<   I, 

matter  before  the  (Committee  of  S.l   i,.  II -i  li  i  ,  i   ,;  i,,  take  mea 

sures  immediately  to  prevent  her  [I. is.^iij;;  inln  y>.j,,/.iw,   I     -i    iintv  drfl.tre 

Sir,  I  never  wrote  one  letter  into  liusluu  since  I  1.  li  i        I     ■■'   iv  (!.• 

claro,  I  have  never  been  to  the  Town  of  Su/f^m  tliiM  :   ^t.' 

'"I   went    by    the    way   of   Proriileiire,    to    vi-it     n  -Hi    '  llii 

passage,   I  think,    Sir,    confirms  my  (lni-lrir:itiiiii    lii.ii    !,;■     l,;>.i    ui 
designed  for  my  brother,   and  not   l^r    :M:i|..r  Cmr.      1  ~.|iMiii,l    liui;!; 
have  acquainted  the  Major  of  my  ^'i.in-  f,,  vi-ii  niy  nu'lirr,  .ind  sun  I' 
I  should  not  have  neglected  to  aliix  llir  let.livc  ///y  <■,  ihr  aiili^l.niin ,' 
were  not  the  letter  addressed  to  a  relative   cliaraetiT.     'I'le-  m  \t  yv 
graph  is,  '  the  Committee  for  warlike  stores,'  ending  at  •Biiiikrt's  II lU 
Here,  may  it  please  your  Honour,  is  a  capital  omission,   wliirli   Ir  i.l 
to  a  suspicion  of  my  having  written   before.     In  the  original   riipy, 
remember  perfectly  well,  ailcr  the  words  '  ha 
resolution  to  make  the  offer  to  General  Ward. 
purpose  of  fortifying  Bunker's  Hill.'     Tliis  pa 
either   inadvertcutly    left    out    try   myself   in    c 
ciphers,  or  omittiMl  liy  til.-   j.  •r-^.in   uh.i  .Implic 
counts   for   tlli<    r.l'  r.in'  ■    l.ilmv,    '.is    I    liclur,. 
tliis  passage  Wll  li  l  hr  Inst    ]i  1 V  I  l;i  i|.li,  llt.il   *  1  1 1 

]„ws:       'tiH'  1  ii..i,''    .11.  .    I..III1.-I-    /'--  '...    .''- 

Iieri\x     .    .    I  .  .  .         \\         .    ii    /'    . 


ng  taken  a  provioui 
were  added  '  for  the 
of  tlie  sentence  was 


r,  the 


vouUl  ask.  Sir, 


and  prepi' 
the  most 
bv  an  inn 


sided  tlicn  al  -",    .'  .■         ■,   i ,,.,■!  -  ,    ,\  ir, 

for  such  of  til    :. '>!         I'. ■  ,,.     l    ..    luii!- 

toe  together,  v    .      i,     .  ■    ,   n        i      ■.  m 

down.     The   ■^y,--.'^  a.".!  '.    '  .   ■      ,'  '■''  •'■■■[      -    ■'■      '  '.        '   '    -  '"■ 

a  letter  of  apology  tu  Griin.iMi  .;/.;  I.ir  i,i.,  .iilii  I i         ..ii,    :i.    !•., 

The  reason  of  my  covmnur   ilii^   Ir.i  ii-.iri mn  ,n  nn  i    i  .      .    -.    -■  - 

vious.     There  was  a  eoii.^l.inl    .■iininnijin- iImii   !•  i  .  .  ■    .    ^.;^     ■      n 
Buston.     There  was  no  doubt  bnl  lluy  uould   li.ur   ,ir,  .jiuil.-   .,i   e,: 
transaction.     Did   I  not  account  for  it  in  a  way  to  conceal  my  buin^; 
active  in  the  matter,  I  should  have  been  defeated  in  my  intentions  in 
writing." 

Here  I  was  interrupted,  and  the  House  voted  to  adjourn  to  three 
o'clock.  I  was  ordered  to  make  such  corrections  in  the  interim  as  to 
make  it  correspond  with  the  origin  il  draught.  I  was  thou,  by  the 
order  of  the  boiiouralde  House,  conducted  by  inv  guard,  under  custody 
of  tlie  niissenger  of  the   House,   to  Cmlidgc's  I'-^v.-u^,  ^^ 


Wirk  I 


,,„,. 

from  tl: 

len 

CO.     Wlie 

11  lU 

rived 

at  t 

r  coiiiu 

lur 

licated  mj 

•  an 

•ival. 

n< 

at  the 

df 

lor  till  01, 

lied 

tor. 

1  \ 

le.ik 

eminee 

ice. 

,  for  the  S| 

lace 

of  hi 

ilf  a 

-''■        ^   'i.r  is  here  fully  explain. 

'  \  'I  iilv  urged,  so  repeatedly 
i  .  ■  I  the  garb  of  a  friend  to 
I.  1  :  I  ..  V,  ;i::i  cause  have  I  repeated 
r  wh.il  cause  have  I  exaggerated  your  force, 
isarni  a  parricide,  to  restore  peace  to  my  dis- 
.s  is  the  work  of  an  enemy,  where  arc  V!0  to 
are  two  or  three  passages  which,  from  being 
greatl}-  exaggerated,  which  I  shall  explain 


of      pla 


ally   fnti 


agrapli,  beginning  at 


ng  this'  to  'dii 


''       I     ■         "'  "r  surgeon  I 

!■      1,11  •  ',11,1,1 i,i\i,.iis  with  those 

eoiniiuiiiig  jiar.igiiipii  contains  partic. 
e ;  from  hence,  1  think.  Sir,  the  follow- 
dble  :  First,  my  endeavours  to  appear 
it,  and  so  seemingly  open  and  commu. 
a  full  and  free  communication  on  liiri 
Again,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  iudisputablv 
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very  inadequate  punishment  pointed  out,  that  it  siiould  be 
referred  to  the  General  Congress,  for  their  special  direc- 
tion ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  be  closely  confined, 
and  no  person  visit  him  but  by  special  direction." 

'•  A  true  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  War  on 
Dr.  Church.  Joseph  Rkkd,  Secretary." 

The  following  [.etier  was  exhibited  to  the  House  by 
Dr.  Church,  to  which  he  said  the  foregoing  was  an  an- 
swer, viz : 

"  Dear  Doctor:  1  have  often  told  you  what  the  dreams 
of  your  high  sons  would  come  to  ;  do  you  forget  my  re- 
peated caution  not  to  make  yourself  too  obnoxious  to  Go- 
vernment. What  says  the  psalm  singer  and  Johntiy  Dupe 
to  fighting  British  Troops  now  ?  They  are  at  I  hiladcl- 
jjhia,  I  suppose,  plotting  n)ore  mischief,  where  1  hear  your 
high  mightiness  has  been  ambassador  extraordinary.  Take 
care  of  your  nob,  Mr.  Doctor — remember  your  old  friend, 
the  orator ;  he  will  pieach  no  more  sedition.  Ally ')o\ns 
me  in  begging  you  will  come  lo  Boston;  you  may  depend 
upon  it.  Government  are  determined  to  crush  this  rebel- 
lion. A  large  re-enforcement  of  troops  is  hourly  ex- 
pected, when  they  are  determined  to  penetrate  the  coun- 
try ;  for  God^s  sake,  Doctor,  come  to  Town  directly;  I'll 
engage  to  procure  your  pardon;  your  sister  is  unhappy, 
under  the  apprehension  of  your  being  taken  and  hanged 
for  a  rebel,  which  God  grant  may  not  be  the  case.  You 
may  rely  upoi  it  the  Yarlecs  wll  i  ever  be  a  match  for 
the  Troops  o(  G  tat  B  il  i       lie  lorkt  s  I  rve  bel  avt  1 


like  damned  fools,  in  robbing  the  King's  stores,  as  Govern- 
ment intended  to  grant  them  some  exclusive  privileges  in 
trade,  hail  they  continued  loyal ;  it  will  now  be  a  rendez- 
vous for  British  Troops.  We  know  well  that  you  ar(! 
divided  ;  that  your  peoj)le  are  discouraged  ;  that  you  want 
discipline,  artillery,  and  ammunition  ;  and  Governinent  has 
taken  cU'ectual  care  that  you  shall  not  be  supplied  from 
other  Powers.  I  have  wondered  that  we  have  not  heard 
from  you  ;  difference  in  politicks  has  not  cancelled  my 
friendship  for  you.  Let  me  entreat  you  not  to  lake  up 
arms  against  your  rightful  King,  as  your  friend  If  Vnve??  did, 
for  which  he  has  paid  dearly.  I  cannot  send  your  sulky, 
and  the  other  matters  you  sent  for;  you  may  thank  your 
own  people  for  that,  who  first  set  the  example  by  prevent- 
ing any  thing  from  being  brought  to  Town.  1  think  you 
might  have  sent  us  a  bit  of  fresh  pork  now  and  then.  You 
see  Hancock  and  Adams  are  attainted  already.  If  you 
cannot  pass  the  lines,  you  may  come  in  CaplaiLi  Wallace, 
vh  Rhode-Island.  If  you  do  not  come  iiimiediately,  write 
to  me  in  this  character,  and  direct  your  letter  to  Major 
Cane,  on  His  Majesty's  service,  and  deliver  it  to  Captain 
Wallace ;  it  will  come  safe.  We  have  often  been  informed 
your  i)eople  intend  to  attack  the  Town.  By  God,  1 
believe  they  bad  such  a  dose  on  Bunker's  Hill  as  to  cool 
their  courage.  Your  sister  has  been  for  running  away  ; 
Kitty  has  been  very  sick  ;  we  wished  you  to  see  her ;  she 
is  now  picking  up. 

"  I  remain  yo  r  s'  ceic  fend  ai  d  b  oil  e  I    F 

P    b    D      t  <a  1  to  ui  te  sooi 


(iroved,  from  tl   s  ]  i       r     1     tl  at  a  p        o  s  co  r    po    1       e  nev      s 

b 

Bisted  bBtween  u        It  t        hid  b  on  t  e  c  se    S  r   c   n    t  be  suj    o    d 

J    p 

I  should  be  so  e     re      Ij        aute   a   d  c  rcun    ta        1       ]  o  n      g  out  a 

aid  an  0 

mode  and  channel  ot  CO       jace      o       f  we  1  ad  1             or     co        un 

to  eff  ct 

c  ited,  should  I  not  1  avc       t  nated      y  rci  ons  for  alt            tl  e  p  a 

pa  don  n 

I  have  urged  labo  r       d  p    n     n   vr  t  n     In     I  1    ve  u  <r  d     ec    cy 

atre  of  p 

I  liave  urged  da   o-e              ly  to       pr    s  1   s         d       t        }  be     <r  z     1 

1 1  e  le  ter 

oiisly  attached  to  1      p  r  y     o  secu      fu  1  fa  tl    a   d  cr      t    to      flue  ce 

s    V       fvo 

him  to  an  unli       ed     o  hd      c      n  1   s    e  ur     to             It        t        I  1  aye 

never           o 

transgressed,  the   n  o              Is        y  ab  olve  m        H     e    nay    t  please 

Honou 

vour  Honour,  co   c  ud      t      1                ocently   nte  de  1   1  ow  v  r   n 

e     tl 

'erectly  executed—                        1    la     alar  ned  the    vo  Id    wounded 

t        V     > 

in  the  esteem  of  n  j  f    e    1       nd     1     t  d  the      al  ce  ot      y  cne        s 

en      gl    to 

"  I  shall  no  V   by  yo  r  H  no   r  >  1  ave   make  a          o        vat  o  :,  on 

I  w  11  e 

some  particular  pa      ges   a   d  tl        con  lude      One  o    t    op     aor  pi  s 

loiger      VV 

have  been  urged  as  p  oofs  of      y  1  ay  ng  c  r    ed  on  a  corr    pondenee 
with  this  perso     fo    son  e  t         past      lie     od      all     tdbtoo 

] 

1 

to  you'  is  one      T        I  ha  e  cxpl       ed   al  ea           Aor            \o 

know  I  never   dec        d   yo           Tl  e       an  I    v     te     o  1    d        1    e    Ij 

swallowed   the   do  t    no  o     Mr    H      h  nson     tl  at  all  t   e  o  pes  t  on 

arose  from  a  s  n    1  but  bu  j  f  c    o       tl    t  tl  e   1               s   vould       v  r 

C 

dare  to  fight  the  B    t    h  trooj        Tl  ese  sent      e   t    I  1     1  con  tan  ly       J 

s  c         ad 

warmly  opposed    assur  no-       n  tl     (  o      n  nt  w  as       Taf,cd  n  the  oppo 

b                 A 

sition  to  the  pres     t   n       u    s       n                                                                   d 

be  convinced  of  the     p  r  t                                                               1 

he  ass:-nted  to  tl  e  la  t  t  n      1 

deceived   him;    yl   cl    fully 

totally  fallacio 

Sir.     'fhi'    !■■ 

I 

ably  false.      1                                                                                     ce   a    tl  er 

V    h  s  t^rat 

related,  is  I'l')                                                                                          cal   pu 

1 

oi 


an  I  d  d      ot  k  o  n  [  r 

I  coul  ea  y  I  d  oh  ned  t  I 
abo  t  t  s  ly  y  t  pic  se  jou 
o     of  ny  t    n  e   t  on  at  lea  t 

teladof  grworc    ded 

1      1      o       tl       I         cr      as  sol  c  tous 


poses.       \>  iiy.  n  u   Dou 

credit  be  given  s  ^  a  ks  of  f  1 

1  icy  and  design  and  coucl  ed  n  terns  totally  nco  onant  tl  tl 
conduct  of  my  whole  life;  against  the  conviction  arising  from  tha 
conduct ;  against  my  solemn  asseveration,  and  against  sundry  con 
ciirring  circumstances,  to   prove  that  it  was  meant  as  a  piece  of  pe 


litica 

pnii'i 


my  Country  ?      If  I  had 
lieate  other  ma 


liuul.l    ii.n 

■c   known 

e  e-vcited  : 

1  jealousy 

A  sundry  i 

important 

-A  witli  ' 

If  I  had 

s    nq    ry  t  please  your  Ilono   r  tl  e  d  term 

n  t  o      of     I  [  o  t  nt     o  y     s  to  me  of  tl  e  1     t  or  a  ce       I 

s  c  t  ot  1  f  t  t  I  I  V  !o  g  h  1  n  ny  1  an  1  r  ady  e  o  d 
oblat  o  to  y  tou  t  y  I  j  1  d  for  n  or  tl  n  1  f  I  pi  1  n  p  te 
of  one  act  oi  precipitation,  and  even  that  from  a  virtuous  intention, 
I  plead  a  restoration  to  your  confidence  and  esteem — to  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  my  Country — which  I  have  never  forfeited.  If  I 
have  inadvertently  erred,  judge  my  mistakes  with  candour.  The 
irregularity  of  a  measure  which  they  are  unable  to  account  for  h.as 
alarmed,  has  startled  my  friends.  Their  determination  is  suspended  ; 
it  rests  upon  yours. 

"  I  demand  your  confidence,  gentlemen  ;  the  warmest  bosom  here  does 
not  flame  with  a  hrigliter  zeal  for  the  security,  happiness,  and  liberties 


tliu:,u 


W,: 


iHiunoil-,'  wouldbelo 

H'UiDur,  which  the  tongue  of  slander  procLiims  i 
have  made  such  an  ostentatious  p  irade  of  our  strmi; 
Should  I  not  rather  have  dwelt  with  a  malicious  plea 
ness  ?  Should  I  not  rather  have  advised  the  enemy  \ 
with  assurance  of  success  ?  Should  I  not  rather  have  encouraged 
them  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigour,  than  to  desist  from  hostilities, 
and  propose  terms  of  accommodation  ?  Certain  I  am,  >Sir,  the  letter 
bears  the  impression  of  an  an.^ious  friend  to  hi.-!  Country.  I  have 
there  expressed  a  firm  loyalty  for  the  King ;  so  has  this  House,  in  every 
publick  proceeding.  I  h.ive  told  him,  and  confirmed  it  with  abundant 
facts,  that  the  Americans  were  determined  vigorously  to  defend  their 
rights;  so  have  you.  Gentlemen,  asserted  in  the  strongest  terms.  I 
have  recommended,  with  all  the  warmth  of  an  honest  zeal,  to  put  an 
end  to  the  work  of  death  ;  is  not  this  the  universal  wish.  Sir  ?  You 
will  say,  perhaps,  I  conversed  with  him  in  the  language  of  an  enemy. 
He  i.-i  a  f'ri  nd  to  Government,  so  called.  Sir.  I  wrote  ai  hominem; 
I  wrote  ntl  capinm.     Where,  may  it  please  your  Honour,  is  the  crime, 

dang  r,   to   pr.^vcnt  a  piibliek   calamity?     The  manner  in  w-hieli  the 
lellri'  w-s  written,  tlie  mode  of  address  and  conveyance,  have  likewise 


■  ■mil 


-  ,|.    -.    .1 :.    ..     .  :.   !   : I:  '  i-!,..nof 

,_.  c.u,,,.;,  1,  .-Mr,  .1  111..  I.  lUi  h.id  .ur.vid,  iiad  it 
intended,  it  could  not  have  produced  any  iiiis- 
ved,  never  produced  any  ill  consequences  but  to 
.fortunate  author.    Consider,  gentlemen,  what  a 


iblv 


I, It    i,  ir    i:  I    '    .  !      '     ■    iMiic  lor  you,  and  which 

I,  ,v  ■  iiT  ' 'ii  '■      ■  ■"  ''•       >    ri  ions  in  your  service. 

',,  V'iir   VV     I  '  I'     "    .     1"    V'UM     lii-n.r,   lo  your  tenderness,   I 

II         I  I  .  .i  I      i.ctingsundry  matters  which  were  uttered 

11,1  ,;    '  ,     !i  V  members  of  the  honourable  House,  and 

.IS  r'.i  ,  :,  .!  iM  viiiMiri'.  ,  inidcr  the  conduct  of  the  guard.  Previous 
>  my  depirturi'  IVoin  tin-  House,  I  addressed  myself  lo  the  honourable 
peaker,  informnig  the  House  I  desired  to  be  admitted  to  bail ;  other. 
■ise,  I  was  fearful  of  falling  a  martyr  to  the  severities  of  my  impri- 
mment;  and  then  withdrew. 

Fivm  my  Pnsun  in  CAUimii.t^E.  Nocemher  1,  1775. 

Attest:  B.  C„  .Ti-.i 
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Then  tlie  Speaker  asked  Dr.  Church,  whether  he  pave 
the  Council  or  War  ihe  answers  theieln  contained  :  He 
answereJ,  not  exactly. 

Dr.  Church  was  then  asked,  whether  the  Letter  which 
liad  been  read  was  a  true  copy  ol' his  Letter.  He  answer- 
ed, the  translation  is  not  literally  true. 

An  adjournment  was  moved  for.     Whcrcuiion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Commiltee  for  providing  for  the 
Guards  direct  them  to  attend  Dr.  Church  to  a  |)roper 
house,  and  from  thence  to  return  with  hiui  to  the  bar  of 
this  House,  at  three  o'clock,  I*.  AL 


L'pon  a  motion,  Ordtml,  That  Mr.  Gerry  go  to  the 
lionourable  Board,  and  aci|uaint  them  that  seats  will  be 
assigned  llieiii  in  the  House,  if  they  would  choose  to  be 
present  at  the  hearing  of  Dr.  Church.  Who  relumed,  that 
he  had  delivered  the  message.  Dr.  Church  was  again 
admitted. 

He  then  presented  to  the  Sjieaker  his  Letter,  as  it  had 
been  read,  and  otlered  a  collection  of  some  errors  (on 
se|)arate  paper)  which  he  said  were  made  either  in  deci- 
])hering,  or  by  himself,  when  be  transcribed  it  in  ciphers. 

The  Speaker  a«;ked  him,  if  the  Letter  with  his  correc- 
tions, was  a  true  copy  ol  that  which  he  attempted  to  con- 
vey to  Boston.      He  answered,  I  believe  it  is. 

Various  questions  were  put  to  him,  which  he  answered, 
and  declared  that  the  only  motive  be  had  in  writing  was 
the  publick  good  ;  that  he  took  care  to  exaggerate  our 
strength  and  firmness,  with  a  view  to  dishearten  and  in- 
timidate ;  that  he  jiarticularly  enlarged  his  accounts  of  our 
ammunition,  at  a  time  when  an  attack  might  have  proved 
fatal,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  that  article;  and  that  lie 
was  induced  to  the  practice  of  art  and  dissimulation,  which 
in  such  cases  he  thought  admissible,  by  the  hopes  of  ob- 
taining intelligence  from  his  brother  Flemming,  who  was 
iiiucli  devoted  to  Administration,  which  would  serve  the 
general  cause — as  he  had  before  gained  information  of 
importance  by  such  means,  which  he  had  employed  much 
to  our  advantage. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Dr.  Church  have  leave 
to  retire,  under  the  charge  of  the  Messenger  of  the  House, 
so  Air  only,  as  that  if  there  should  be  occasion  he  may  be 
again  brought  to  the  bar. 

Ordered,  That  the  Messenger  of  the  House,  under  the 
conduct  of  the  Guard,  return  Dr.  Church  to  the  place  from 
whence  lie  was  taken. 

Upon  a  mouon, Ordered,  That  ]\lr.  Speaker,  Major  Haic- 
iei/.  Colonel  Ornc,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Mills,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  the  conduct  of  Bcnimnin 
Church,  Esquire,  and  such  order  as  is  proper  for  this  HoujC 
to  take  thereon,  and  rcjiort. 

S.iUirday,  October  28,  1775. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Galleries  be  kept 
clear  for  ;he  future,  unless  in  any  case  the  House  order 
otherwise. 

James  PrcscntI,  Es(|uire,  brought  down  a  Letter,  in  an- 
swer to  General  H'ashington's  of  the  Gth  instant,  reported 
by  a  Committee  on  the  same. 

Benjamin  IVhite,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Memorial  from 
Jeremiah  Powell,  Esquire,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of 
HdLfety  of  North-Yarmouth,  and  Isaac  Parsons,  in  behalf 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Gloucester,  expressing 
their  apprehensions  of  an  intention  in  the  enemy  to  take 
possession  of  Falmouth- Neck,  and  to  improve  the  harbour 
the  approaching  winter,  for  the  King's  Ships,  and  the  dan- 
gerous consequences  that  would  ensue  from  such  a  measure  ; 
and  praying  for  assistance. 

This  was  accompanied  with  a  Letter  from  .Jeremiah  Poic- 
cll,  Esq.,  informuig  of  Deserters  lioni  the  fleet  that  burnt 
Fabnouth. 

.A.I'ti.'nioon. 

The  Report  of  the  Committ(?c  for  considering  a  more 
expeditious  method  of  settling  Accounts,  after  debate  had 
thereon,  and  amendment  made,  passed  as  follows: 

Whereas  an  attention  to  the  more  important  affairs  of 
the  Government,  in  the  ]ireseut  times  of  ditliculty  and  dis- 
tress, renders  it  impracticable  for  this  House  to  receive  and 
examine  the  numerous  Accounts  now  diiilv  exhibited  airainst 


the  Government,  agreeable  to  the  mode  heretofore  usually 
practised;  and  the  payment  thereof  may  be  gieaily  delayed, 
to  the  detriment  of  individuals  as  well  as  the  comimmity  : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  Col.  Porter,  Nathan  Cush- 
ing.  Esquire,  Mr.  Hood,  Mr.  Durfee,  Mr.  Watson,  Major 
Brooks,  and  Captain  Stone,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  ap- 
pointetl  a  Committee,  until  the  further  order  of  this  House, 
to  receive,  examine,  and,  in  behalf  of  this  House,  finally 
pass  upon  all  Accounts,  not  otherwise  conmiitied,  which 
shall  be  presented  to  them  for  payment  of  services  done,  and 
articles  bought,  by  order  of  Congress  or  the  General  Court, 
and  properly  vouched  ;  and  the  doings  of  said  Commiltee 
shall  be  considered  as  valid  as  any  vote  or  resolve  of  the 
House,  touching  said  Accounts.  And  said  Committee,  or 
any  four  of  them,  who  are  hereby  appointed  a  quorum,  are 
directed  to  open  an  office,  and  advertise  the  publick  thereof, 
and  of  this  Resolve,  that  the  business  may  be  constantly 
attended  and  effectually  performed. 

And  said  Committee  are  further  directed  to  keep  in  a 
book  a  true  copy  of  all  Accounts  which  shall  be  passed  by 
them,  and  sent  to  the  Board  lor  concurrence  and  payment ; 
and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  laid  before  the  House,  for 
perusal  and  inspection,  once,  or  oftener,  in  each  session, 
as  the  House  shall  judge  necessary. 

Also,  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  directed  to  keep  such  Accounts  as  shall  be  passed  by 
such  Committee,  and  in  consequence  thereof  concurred  and 
ordered  to  be  paid  b)'  the  honourable  Board,  in  separate 
files. 

Also,  Resolved,  That  the  honourable  Board  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  empowered,  in  the  recess  of  the  General 
Court,  to  concur  and  order  payment  for  Accounts  which 
shall  have  been  passed  by  the  Committee  aforesaid,  as 
effectually  as  if  the  General  Court  had  been  then  sitting. 

Monday,  October  30,  1775. 

The  Commiltee  on  the  Petition  of  William  Davis*  re- 
ported as  follows,  which  was  read  and  accepted,  viz : 

As  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  this  Colony  be 
well  provided  with  Gunpowder,  in  order  to  make  a  proper 
stand  against  our  merciless  enemy  ;   therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  William  Davis  be  grant- 
ed ;  and  that  the  said  Davis  be,  and  he  hereby  is  permitted 
to  send  the  Sloop  Reliance  to  any  foreign  ports,  in  order 
to  purchase  and  bring  into  this  Colony  a  cargo  of  Gunpow- 
der, provided  that  the  said  Davis,  or  the  JMasler  of  said 
Sloop,  shall  give  his  Bond,  with  sufiicient  surely  or  sureties, 
to  the  Receiver-General  of  this  Colony,  in  the  penal  sum 
of  two  thousand  Pounds,  conditioned,  that  if  the  said  Sloop 
shall,  bona  fide,  bring  the  Powder  she  shall  lake  on  board 
during  said  voyage  into  some  port  in  any  of  the  United 
Colonies,  {Boston;im\  Nantucket  excepted,)  and  shall  take 
on  board  no  other  cargo,  in  order  for  said  voyage,  than 
cash  only  ;  and,  also,  no  more  provisions  than  what  shall 
be  allowed  by  a  peniiil,  under  the  hands  of  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence  for  the  Town  o(  Dartmouth,  as  being 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  jirosecution  of  said  voyage, 
then  the  said  Bund  shall  be  void  ;  or  else,  to  stand  and 
remain  in  full  force,  effect,  and  value. 

In  Council,  Octoher  30,  1*75 ;   Read  and  concurred. 
Charles  Chuunci/,  Esip,  brought  down  from  the  honour- 
able  Board  an  Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  day  for  a 
general  Tluinksgiving,  passed  in  Council  viz: 

'■  In  Council,  October  30,  1775. 

"  Ordered,  That  James  Otis  and  Eldad  Taylor,  Esqs., 
with  such  as  ihe  honourable  House  shall  join,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  appoint  some  day  for  holding  a  general  Thanks- 

•  Petition  of  WiUiiim  Daris,  of  Darlmoiith.  Immbly  slieweth  :  That 
the  Town  of  Diirtmniitli,  where  your  petitioner  now  dwells,  as  well  as; 

of  llie    enelllV,    :incl    .ilifi.i-     .i        inil       ..in      'I  I        .!      ;  ,  M'le,  I>owdel- ; 


■■  IvMijjat  Diirlnu.w       .       ,  '  ■  , ,,.:.!,,  .,„n(, 

h,'  Fnvch  U'«/./„-,'...  I    '.n.^,  ..  ;v '.    ,-,  I.I  .  .1      I.  'i  ....l,i.1i.,ns 

,<,iir  Honours  shall  see  most  expedient  auj  bi-nefiei.il  tollie  publicli, 
»dor  that  your  i>etitioner  may  procure  and  bring  back  a  cargo  of 
«(lt  r,  wbicli  ip  mucli  wanted  in  Dartmouth  and  llie  neighbouring 
uiis,  and  most  essentially  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  tlie 
inlry.  Your  petitioner  prays  your  Honours'  consideration ;  and 
ir  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 


14S9 


MASSACHUSETTS  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  OCTOBER,  17* 


1490 


(riving  tlifoiigbout  tliis  Colony,  and  to  lepoit  the  form  of  a 
Procianiation  tlierefor,  and  tlie  manner  in  uliicli  the  same 
shall  issue." 

Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  IlojjJcins,  Air.  DJills,  and  Mr.  Ni- 
chols, be  joined. 

Tlie  Committee  on  the  Memorial  of  the  Rev.  Lsaac 
Backus,  agent  for  the  Baptists,  reported.  Read  and  ac- 
cepted, with  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Fletcher  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  the  redress  of  such  grievances  as  he  apiuchends 
the  Baptists  labour  under. 

Eldad  Taylor,  Esq.  brought  down  an  Order,  passed  in 
Council,  viz  : 

'  "  In  Council,  October  30,  1775. 

"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Moses  Gill,Eii\.,  be  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  hon- 
ourable House,  with  regard  to  the  method  of  appointing 
Military  Officers  and  the  regulation  of  the  Militia;  and, 
also,  to  be  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a 
Committee  of  the  honourable  House,  in  regard  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Attorney-General  may  and  ought  to  be 
appointed." 

Mr.  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  two  LjCtters 
from  General  Washington — one  with  respect  to  affording 
some  necessaries  of  defence  to  Cape-Ann,  another  on  the 
dilHculty  of  obtaining  Hay  and  Fire-Wood. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Major  Ilatvley  and 
Major  Bliss  be  of  the  Committee  for  considering  what  fur- 
ther measures  are  necessary  to  be  taken  to  encourage  tlie 
manufactory  of  Saltpetre,  in  the  room  of  I\Ir.  Hopkins  and 
Mr.  flood. 

On  the  Memorial  and  Letter  from  Jeremiah  Powell  and 
Isaac  Parsons,  brought  down  the  •28ih  instant, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Story,  Col.  Thompson,  Mr.  Cross, 
and  Mr.  Pitts,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  sliall 
appoint,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  said  Memorial  and 
Letter,  and  report. 

~  AI-tL-rnoon. 

Jcdcdinh  Foster,  Esq.,  brought  down  from  the  Board 
two  Letters  from  General  Washington — one  on  the  subject 
of  aflbrding  assistance  to  Cape-Ann,  with  the  subsequent 
Order  of  Council,  viz:  ,    „         ,,,„„,- 

'  "  In  Council,  October  30,  1775. 

"  Ordered,  That  Benjamin  Chadbourn  and  John  Whit- 
comb,  Esquires,  with  such  as  the  honourable  House  shall 
join,  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  subject-matter  of  the 
within  Letter  under  consideration,  and  re|ioit." 

Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Air.  Cross,  Mr.  Feisenden,  and  Colonel 
Sayer,  be  joined. 

The  other  Letter  brought  down  was  on  the  subject  of 
the  scarcity  of  Hay  and  Wood.  Read,  and  Ordered,  That 
Captain  Thatcher,  Mr.  Stickney,  and  Mr.  Ingalls,  consi- 
der thereon  immediately,  and  report. 

The  Committee  for  collecting  the  several  Resolves  of 
the  Congresses  and  General  Court,  respecting  the  providing 
for  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  reported.  Read  and 
recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  collect  the  sense  of  said 
Resolves,  in  order  to  be  printed. 

Tuesday,  October  31,  1775. 

The  Committee  for  considering  the  best  method  of  ob- 
taining Muster-Rolls  of  the  Forces  raised  by  this  Colony, 
for  their  services  to  the  first  day  of  August,  reported  as 
follows: 

That  they  conceive  the  most  expeditious  way  to  obtain 
the  Muster-Rolls  of  tlie  several  Regiments  raised  by  this 
Colony,  will  be  to  apply  to  his  Excellency  General  Jl'ash- 
inglon,  to  request  him  to  give  out  his  orders  to  the  several 
Colonies,  that  the  several  Captains  in  each  Regiment 
make  out  a  Muster-Roll  of  his  Company,  from  the  day 
each  Soldier  was  enlisted,  to  the  first  day  of  August  last, 
and  that  the  Rolls  be  made  up  agreeable  to  the  form  here- 
with presented  ;  three  hundred  printed  copies  of  which  to 
be  lodged  with  the  Adjutant-General  lor  that  purpose. 
And  that  the  Rolls,  so  made  up  and  sworn  to  by  the  several 
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Captains,  be  lodged  by  the  respective  Colonels,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  in  the  Secretary's  office  of  this  Colony,  vouched 
by  the  original  enlistment  of  each  man. 

That  such  of  the  Soldiers  as  have  received  Arms  from 
the  Colony,  or  the  Town  to  which  he  belongs,  be  paid 
only  such  sums  as  sliall  appear  to  be  due  to  him  to  the 
first  day  of  August  last,  after  deducting  the  value  of  the 
Arms  received  by  him,  at  the  rates  charged  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  or  the  Committee  of  Supplies,  or  the 
Town  of  whom  he  received  the  same,  as  also  the  amount 
of  Clothing  he  has  been  supplied  with  ;  and  that  if,  after 
the  last  day  of  December  next,  such  Soldier  shall  deliver 
such  of  his  Arms  as  he  has  received  of  the  Commissary 
or  Selectmen  of  any  Town,  in  behalf  of  the  Colony,  to 
the  Commissary-General  of  this  Colony,  at  IVatertown, 
such  Soldier  sliall  receive  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  the 
amount  of  the  stoppage  that  shall  be  made  for  said  Arms, 
deducting  six  Shillings  for  the  use  of  the  same,  he  pro- 
ducing a  certificate  that  such  Arms  are  so  delivered  ;  and 
also  for  such  Arms  as  shall  have  been  borrowed  and  re- 
ceived from  any  Selectmen  of  any  Town,  in  consequence 
of  any  Resolves  of  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  upon  a 
receipt  of  such  Selectmen  being  produced,  that  the  same 
have  been  returned  ;  the  sum  so  stopped  in  the  Roll  shall 
be  paid  by  the  Receiver-General,  the  said  deduction  of 
six  Shillings  being  first  made,  unless  they  shall  produce  a 
certificate  that  the  owners  have  been  satisfied  for  the  use 

of  the  same  Arms.  ,,r  c-  ; 

William  Story,  jJer  order. 

Read  and  accepted  ;  and  thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry  procure  the  three  hundred  of 
the  forms  for  a  Muster-Roil  printed  and  delivered  to  the 
Adjutant-General. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Siory,  Colonel  Olis,  and  Mr.  Pitts, 
wait  on  his  Excellency,  lor  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  Report. 

Michael  Farley,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Report  on  the 
Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  from  ]\orth-Yar- 
mouth  and  jSew-Gloucesler. 

Reail  and  accepted,  as  taken  into  a  new  draught,  and  is 
as  follows  : 

Tliat  it  is  necessary  some  assistance  should  be  granted 
to  the  Town  of  Falmouth  at  this  distressing  time.  And  in 
order  tliereto,  they  apprehend  that  some  suitable  person 
should  be  appointed  by  this  Court  to  take  the  command  of 
the  whole  of  the  men  stationed  on  the  sea-coasts  in  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  and  that  he  should  order  such  in- 
trenchments  or  fortifications  to  be  erected,  for  their  defence 
and  protection,  as  he  shall  think  proper;  and  that  he  re- 
tain two  Companies  at  Falmouth  constantly;  and,  in  case 
of  any  emergency,  that  he  cause  the  Militia  thereabouts 
to  be  alarmed  and  mustered,  and,  when  mustered,  to  be 
under  his  command  and  direction,  and  to  be  discharged 
as  soon  as  the  service  will  admit. 

That  three  barrels  of  Powder,  lately  arrived  at  the  east- 
ward, in  Captain  ./oA;!i'o?i,  of  Newburyport,  and  one  hun- 
dred of  the  elfective  Arms  brought  by  him,  be  transported 
to  Falmouth,  and  delivered  to  such  person  as  shall  as  afore- 
said be  appointed,  to  be  by  him  used  in  defending  and  pro- 
tecting the  said  Town,  and  in  annoying  the  enem_\';  he  to 
be  accountable  to  this  Court  for  the  same. 

Benjamin  White,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Rejiort  on  Gen. 
IVushington's  Letter,  concerning  the  necessity  of  making 
some  assistance  to  Gloucester. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 

L^pon  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  last  paragraph  in  a 
Report  res|)ecting  the  Clothing  of  the  Army,  passed  this 
House  the  -2 1st  of  this  instant,  be  reconsidered,  and  that 
the  Committee  of  Clothing  be  directed  to  give  publick  no- 
tice, that  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  receive  any  Coats 
after  the  1st  of  December,  and  are  directed  to  pay  no  money 
in  the  room  of  Coats  to  the  Soldieis.  till  the  twentieth  ol 
December. 

In  Council,  yovember  3,  1775  :   Read  and  concurred. 

An  engrossed  Bill  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a  Tax 
of  Forty-Six  Thousand  Pounds  upon  the  several  Towns 
and  other  places  in  this  Colony,  for  the  defraying  the  pub- 
lick charges,  and  the  support  of  civil  Government. 

Read,  and  Resolved,  That  this  Bill  pass  to  be  enacted. 
1 
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Afternoon, 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Thurston  and 
Mr.  Allen  be  of  ihe  Committee  to  receive  Accounts  from 
the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns,  of  Provisions  sent  to 
the  Army,  by  their  respective  Towns,  immediately  after 
the  battle  at  Concord. 

A  Petition  o(  Nicholas  Scwell  and  Isuias  Preble,  pray- 
ing liberty  for  a  Schooner  to  go  to  the  fVest-Jndies,  the 
owners  giving  bond  tliat  she  shall  bring  back  the  wdiole  or 
most  of  her  proceeds  in  Powder,  or  other  warlike  stores, 
if  they  can  be  purchased.  Head,  and  committed  to  Mr. 
Bragdon,  Colonel  Orne,  and  Mr.  Rice. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Orne  go  with  a 
message  to  the  honourable  Board,  and  inquire  if  they  have 
passed  on  a  Resolve  of  this  House,  determining  a  more 
expeditious  method  of  settling  Accounts. 

Colonel  Foster  came  down  from  the  Council  Board,  and 
informed  the  House  that  tlie  Board  had  non-conciurcd  the 
Resolve  on  settling  Accounts. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  said 
Resolve  on  the  table. 

The  Secretary  accordingly  laid  the  saine  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  for  considering  the  most  effectual  mea- 
suies  for  encouraging  the  manufacturing  of  Saltpetre  re- 
ported.    Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Doctor  Whiting,  a  Member  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  this  Court  to  improve  the  art  and 
business  of  manufacturing  Saltpetre,  be  directed  imme- 
diately to  repair  again  to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  to 
such  person  or  persons  as  upon  inquiry  he  shall  suppose 
to  be  best  skilled  in  the  said  art ;  and  after  gaining  the  best 
information  to  be  obtained  relative  to  this  matter,  that  he 
repair,  with  Deacon  ZioArer,  another  of  said  Conmiitiee,  di- 
rectly to  Nexvburyport,  and  that  they,  with  Captain  John 
Feck,  the  other  of  said  Committee,  use  their  utmost  efforts, 
until  the  15th  day  of  December  next,  for  obtaining  a  suc- 
cessful and  sure  method  of  manufacturing  said  conmiodity; 
and  that,  in  addition  to  the  sum  voted  by  this  Court  as  a 
reward  to  each  of  the  said  Committee  for  every  day  they 
should  be  em])loyed  in  said  service,  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  the  sum  of  two  Shillings 
per  day,  to  each  of  tliein,  who,  from  the  date  hereof,  shall 
be  employed  in  the  manner  and  during  the  time  aforesaiti, 
together  with  twenty  Shillings  per  week,  while  absent  from 
their  Himilies,  to  defray  their  expenses  ;  and  that,  agreeable 
to  a  former  Resolve  of  this  Court,  they  cause  to  be  pub- 
lished, in  the  plainest  manner  and  as  early  as  may  be,  all 
the  useful  discoveries  they  shall  from  time  to  time  make 
in  said  business,  in  all  the  newspapers  of  this  Colony. 

Also,  Resolved,  That  the  said  C'ommittee  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  empowered,  in  addition  to  half  a  dollar  per 
pound,  which  they  were  directed  by  this  Court  to  give  for 
all  the  Saltpetre  which  should  be  manufactured  in  this 
Colony,  and  delivered  to  them  before  the  first  of  October, 
1776,  to  pay  a  bounty  of  four  shillings  per  pound,  for  all 
that  shall  be  manufactured  as  aforesaid,  before  the  first  of 
.June  next;  provided  that  each  manufacturer  shall  produce 
to  them  at  least  fifty  pounds  thereof,  and  a  certificate  from 
a  majority  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  in  which  it  shall 
have  been  made,  that  it  was  by  him  manufactured. 

In  Council,  November  1,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fesscnden  and  Mr. 
Cooper  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  General  IVashington 
this  evening,  and  desire  him  to  defer  giving  orders  in  con- 
sequence of  the  message  sent  him  this  morning,  till  further 
application  from  the  House. 

The  acceptance  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  a 
method  for  obtaining  Mnster-Rolls  reconsidered;  and 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  recommitted,  and  the 
Committee  be  diiected  to  present  a  form. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  Repoit  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  a  more  expeditious  method  of  settling  Accounts 
he  recommitted.  

Wc<lnps<lay,  Xovenil.cr  1,  177:.. 

The  Committee  on  General  ff'nshington's  Letter,  con- 
ct-ining  the  scarcity  of  Wood  and  Hay,  reported,  lieatl 
and  not  accepted. 


Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Captain  Ba^c/ieWer,  Col- 
onel Orne,  Major  Brooks,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr.  Gush- 
ing, be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  General  Washington,  and 
acquaint  him  with  the  true  reasons  of  the  scarcity  of  Wood 
and  Hay,  and  inquire  wliat  quantity  he  wants  of  each. 

An  engrossed  Bill  for  encouraging  the  fitting  out  Armed 
Vessels. 

Read,  and  Resolved,  That  the  Bill  pass  to  be  enacted. 

"1.1  Council,  Xoveniljcr  1,  177i. 

"  An  engrossed  Bill  entitled  an  Act  for  fixing  out  Armed 
Vessels  to  defend  the  Sea-Coast  o( America,  und  for  erect- 
ing a  Court  of  Justice,  to  try  and  condemn  all  Vessels  that 
should  be  found  infesting  the  san)e,  having  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  be  enacted  ;  read  a  second 
time,  and   |iassed  a  concurrence  to  be  enacted." 

A  Memorial  from  the  Selectmen  of  Newbtiri/port,  selling 
forth  that  there  are  a  number  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of 
Boston  in  that  Town,  and  that  they  may  he  supported 
cheaper  elsewhere. 

Read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  i\ichols,  Colonel  Thurston, 
and  Mr.  Ingalls. 

Doclor  I loltcn  brought  down  from  the  Council  Board  a 
Report  u|)on  a  Letter  from  General  fVashington,  concern- 
ing affording  assistance  to  Gloucester. 

"The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,  respecting  the  fortifying  Cape-Ann  Harbour, 
have  attended  that  service,  and  beg  leave  to  report,  as  their 
opinion,  that  his  Excellency  the  General  be  desired  to 
direct  Major  Mason  to  proceed  to  the  Towns  of  Concord, 
Worcester,  hancastcr,  and  Leicester,  there  to  view  the 
Cannon  now  in  those  Towns,  and  such  and  so  many  of 
them  (being  the  property  of  this  Colony)  as  he  shall  judge 
fit  for  use,  and  necessary  for  the  defence  of  said  haibour, 
the  Town  of  Gloucester  have  leave  to  remove  to  that 
place.  And  that  it  he  earnestly  reconmiended  to  the  Se- 
lectmen or  Committees  of  the  Towns  aforesaid,  in  whose 
care  any  Cannon  (not  the  property  of  this  Colony)  may 
be,  and  viewed  as  aforesaid,  that  they  deliver  them  to  the 
Town  of  Gloucester,  on  this  important  occasion,  if  needed. 
And  that  Major  Mason,  or  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of 
Gloucester,  have  liberty,  on  the  credit  of  this  Colony,  to 
piocure,  horn  any  Town  or  person  who  may  have  it  to 
spare,  two  barrels  of  Powder,  to  be  replaced  as  soon  as  the 
state  of  the  Colony  will  admit  of  it ;  and  if  not  replaced, 
such  Towns  or  persons  to  receive  pay  therefor,  out  of  the 
Colony  Treasury,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  five  Shillings 
per  pound,  and  saiil  GloucestLr  to  be  accountable  therefor 
to  this  Court.  That  Captain  Balchclder  wait  on  General 
ffashin^ton  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  and  that  the 
Selectmen  of  Gloucester  be  inunediately  served  with  a  copy 

of  tliis  Resolve."  

Aflrnioon. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  make  inquiry  into  any 
fraud  that  may  be  conmiitted  by  any  person  belonging  to  the 
Forces  raised  by  this  Colony,  beg  leave  to  report:  That 
they  have  summone<l  before  ihem  Jeremiah  Hill,  Jun.,  a 
Captain  in  the  Regiment  commancfcd  by  Colonel /amcs 
Srammons ;  and  said  /////  declares  that  some  time  in  the 
sinnmer  past,  when  the  said  Colonel  Scammons  received  the 
month's  advance  pay  ordered  by  this  Colony  for  his  Regi- 
ment, the  said  Colonel  Scammons  took  the  enlisting  paper 
which  the  said  Hill  had  enlisted  his  Company  by,  and 
made  a  mark  thereon,  and  wrote  by  it  "Daniel  Scammons, 
his  mark,"  and  then  took  a  month's  advance  wages,  which 
he  said  was  for  his  son  of  that  name,  who  was  about  ten 
vcars  of  age,  and  then  at  home  at  Fepperellborovgh,  in 
the  County  of  York:  and  that  the  said  Daniel  has  never 
been  in  the  canq).  And  the  said  /////  further  informed  the 
said  Committee,  that  the  said  Colonel  Scammons  ordered 
him  to  make  return  of  said  Daniel  as  on  furlough  ;  and  that 
some  time  in  August  last,  the  said  Colonel  Scammons  told 
the  said  /////,  that  as  the  said  Daniel  had  never  been  in  the 
canqi,  he  must  not  consider  him  any  more  as  a  soldier  ; 
and  that  the  said  Colonel  Scammons  has,  during  this  cam- 
paign, had  a  son  for  his  waiter  or  servant,  about  twelve  or 
fourteen  years  ok),  AVhereupon,  the  Committee  beg  leave 
to  report  the  following  Resolve: 
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Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  tlie  foregoing  Report  be  laid 
before  his  Excellency  General  Washington. 

In  Council,  November  2,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 
The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Jcdcdicih  Phipps,  of 
Sherburne,  had  n)ade  iniporlant  imjirovements  in  the  ma- 
nufacture of  Saltpetre,  and  was  at  the  door, 
Ordered,  Tliat  he  be  admitted  on  the  Hoor. 
He  came  in  accordingly;  and  having  judiciously  answer- 
ed such  questions  as  were  put  to  him,  and  declared   his 
entire   readiness  to  communicate  every  discovery  he  had 
made. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  who  were  directed  to 
consider  the  most  etlectual  method  for  encouraging  the 
manufacturing  of  Saltpetre,  and  reported  on  tlie  31st  ult., 
be  directed  to  sit  again  on  that  business,  and  report  if  any 
further  order  is  necessary  to  be  taken  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Orne  be  of  the  Committee  for 
the  purpose  above  mentioned,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Fhillips. 
On  the  Petition  of  Samuel  Stanwood  the  Committee  re- 
ported.    Read  and  accepted. 

On  the  Representation  made  by  Sam  I  Stanwood,  C\mw- 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  Correspondence  for 
the  Towns  of  Brunsicick,  Bowdoinham,  and  Topsliam,* 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committees  are  hereby  justified 
in  their  inquiries,  and  are  directed  to  sutler  the  nine  Ves- 
sels, in  their  Memorial  mentioned,  to  return  to  Nantucket, 
with  such  necessaries  as  they  can  procure ;  provided,  that 
each  Master  of  those  Vessels  bind  himself  in  a  sum  equal 
to  the  value  of  his  respective  Vessel  and  Cargo,  payable 
to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  for  the  use  of  this  Colony, 
conditioned,  that  he  will  sail  directly  for  the  Island  of  Nan- 
tucket, and  there  land  the  Cargo,  in  such  Vessel  contained, 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  Island,  and  that  the 
same  shall  not  be  disposed  of  to  any  other  purpose  ;  and 
the  said  Committee  are  hereby  directed  to  take  such  Ronds, 
at  the  charge  of  such  Masters  of  the  said  Vessels,  previous 
to  their  permitting  them  to  go  out,  and  the  same  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  as  soon  as  may  be. 
In  Council,  November  2,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 
Whereas  Mr.  Jedediah  Phipps,  o(  Sherburne,  has  pro- 
duced to  this  Court  several  pounds  of  genuine  Saltpetre, 
of  his  own  manufacturing,  and  given  full  evidence  of  his 
knowledge  in  discovering  earth  impregnated  therewith,  as 
well  as  his  abilities  to  manufacture  said  commodity;  and 
also  has  consented  to  enter  the  employment  of  this  Go- 
vernment, for  improving  the  art  and  business  aforesaid,  and 
engaged  to  communicate  his  useful  discoveries  therein  ; 
theretbre, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Mv.Jedcdiah  Phipps  be  taken 
into  the  service  of  this  Colony  as  aforesaid,  until  the  1.5th 
of  December  next,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  repair  to 
Neivburyport,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  use  his  utmost  efforts, 
with  Doctor  ff'hiting,  Deacon  Baker,  and  Captain /&/)« 
Peck,  a  Committee  of  this  Court  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, or  either  of  them,  to  make  further  improvements  in 
the  art  of  manufacturing  said  commodity;  and  for  every 
day  which  he  shall  be  absent  from  home,  and  employed 
agreeable  to  the  direction  of  this  Resolve,  he  shall  be 
allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  the  sum  of 
six  Shillings  per  day,  for  his  service,  and  twenty  Shillings 

"Representation  of  the  Coramitteo  of  Safety  auJ  Corvespondenco 
Tot  the  Towns  of  Brunswick,  Bowdoinham,  and  Topsham  :  Mag  leave 
to  inform  this  honour.ible  Court,  that  beinc;  informed  that  nine  sail  of 
vessels  had  arrived  at  Keiuiebeck,  and  had  dispersod  themsdvcs  throiigli 
tho  various  branches  of  said  river,  and  werj  collecting  lire-wood,  but- 
ter, and  other  articles,  we,  therefore,  thinking  it  our  duty  to  wait  on 
them,  and  inquire  into  the  legality  of  their  proceeding,  have  found 
that  they  had  in  no  wise  followed  the  direction  of  tlie  Congresses  or 
General  Assembly,  but  were  come  here  with  only  clearance  from  that 
part  of  the  port  of  Boston  called  Nantucket,  witliout  consent  of  any 
Committee  whatovei,  by  them  signified  and  in  direct  opposition  to  a 
resolve  of  C  t  igio'    of  the  9th  ot  June  last 

We,  till  f      Ive  m  numb"r,  of  the   Committee  of  tho 

sever il   I  nned    having  p  rsonally  and  particularly 

examin    1  and  hnd   bv  the  master's  own  confession, 

that  th  \  n  no  license  fiom  any  Committee  whatever, 

and  tliat  all  th  u  i  r  i  ii  ions  for  carrying  out  of  this  place  any  of  the 
above  articles  n  as  a  pcimit  from  on  Samuel  Goodwin  and  Samuel 
Emerson,  two  of  the  Committee  of  Sat  t\  fiom  the  Town  of  Pownal- 
borough,  to  some  of  ■said  vessels  to  sail  out  of  said  river,  which  we 
thought  not  legal  Wo  therefore  tiKmg  the  whole  into  our  serious 
consideration,  have  ordered  said  vessjla  to  be  stopped,  and  hauled  up, 
until  the  mind  of  this  honourable  Court  is  known  ;  which  determina- 
tion of  ours  has  been  put  into  execution,  and  waits  your  Honours' 
approbation. 


per  week,  to  defray  his  expenses,  as  already  provided  for 
said  Committee. 

In  Council,  November  2,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  directed  to  collect  the  sense  of  the 
several  Resolves  of  former  Congresses  and  this  Court, 
respecting  the  Poor  of  Boston,  reported. 

Read,  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rowson,  Mn jot  Brooks, 
and  Major  Jcwctt,  compare  said  Report  with  the  original 
Resolves. 

Moses  Gill,  Esq.,  brought  down  from  the  honourable 
Board  the  Report  on  tho  Memorial  respecting  i'^fl/mou^/i. 

An  Account  of  Israel  Dickinson,  for  services  at  the  re- 
duction of  Ticonderoga,  read,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Davis  be  of  the 
Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Schooner  and  Cargo  be- 
longing to  George  Erving  and  Captain  fVormivell,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Jcwctt. 

The  Committee  to  consider  the  state  of  the  Muster- 
Rolls,  and  report  the  best  method  to  have  them  completed, 
reported,  that  on  the  back  of  the  Rolls  there  be  printed 
the  following  Resolve,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  any  Oflicer  or  Soldier  that  shall  be 
guilty  of  any  frauds  or  falsehood  in  the  return  of  any  arti- 
cle or  sum  which  he  shall  have  received  of  this  Colony, 
to  be  made  in  the  within  Muster-Roll,  and  be  convicted 
thereof,  such  Oflicer  or  Soldier  shall  forfeit  his  wages,  and 
be  accordingly  cashiered. 

Read  and  accepted. 

The  Committee  for  waiting  on  General  Washington, 
with  a  message  in  answer  to  his  Letter  on  the  articles  of 
Wood  and  Hay,  reported  that  they  had  delivered  the 
message  ;  and  that  the  General  informed  tliem  that  he 
should  want  twelve  thousand  cords;  a"nd  that  he  would 
order  an  estimate  to  be  made  of  the  Hay  that  would  be 
wanted,  and  acquaint  the  Court  thereof.      Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Conmiiitee  abovementioned,  together 
with  Mr.  Dix  and  Mr.  Ellis,  take  into  consideration  the 
request  of  General  Wasliington,  concerning  the  articles  of 
Wood  and  Hay,  and  report  the  most  efiectual  method  of 
procuring  them. 

The  Committee  for  considering  the  method  of  obtain- 
ing Vouchers  to  support  the  Accounts  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  Continental  Congress  reported.    Read  and  accepted. 

Whereas  many  Vouchers  are  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  and  in  the  Secretary's  office, 
that  may  be  necessary  to  be  produced  to  prove  the  seve- 
ral articles  of  charge  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Continental 
Congress  by  this  Colony,  which  the  Treasurer  and  Secre- 
tary may  not  think  they  can  with  propriety  deliver  out 
of  their  possession  without  the  express  directions  of  this 
Court  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  and  the  Secretary  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  severally  directed  to  deliver  unto  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  this  Court  to  prepare  the  accounts  of 
charges  and  expenses  incurred  by  this  Colony  in  the  de- 
fence of  ^mcr/tYHt  liberty,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  hon- 
ourable the  Continental  Congress,  they,  the  said  Coinmit- 
tee,  making  out  an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  sums, 
supported  by  the  several  vouchers,  and  their  date,  and  the 
names  of  the  persons  to  whom  any  sums,  as  aforesaid, 
have  been  paid,  and  giving  a  receipt  for  the  vouchers 
they  shall  receive;  which  receipt  of  said  Committee  shall 
be  held  good  and  effectual  to  discharge  the  Treasurer  and 
the  Secretary,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  and  sort  as 
though  the  vouchers  had  not  been  delivered  as  aforesaid. 
In  Council,  November  3,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Thursday,  November  2,  177o. 

A  Petition  of  Benjamin  Ames  and  Nathaniel  Gage,  in 
behalf  of  the  Commission  Officers  in  Colonel  James  Eryc's 
Regiinent,  praying  compensation  for  the  losses  they  sustain- 
ed in  the  battle  at  Bunker's  Hill,  read,  and  committed  to 
Mr.  Hubbard,  Capt.  Stearns,  and  i\Ir.  Stickney. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  tlie  Memorial  concern- 
ing F«/wo!<//i,  brought  down  yesterday,  read,  and  non-con- 
curred in  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honourable 
Board. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pitts,  Mr.  Story,  and  Mr.  Ban- 
croft, be  a  Couimiltefi  to  consider  a  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  some  suitable  person,  as  an  Engineer,  be  di- 
rected to  repair  to  Flymouth,  to  afford  assistance  in  making 
necessary  works  of  defence  there  ;  and  that  they  have  an 
order  to  receive  a  Carriage  for  a  Field-Piece  that  was  made 
for  them  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Supplies. 

The  Committee  on  the  method  for  encouraging  the 
manufacturing  of  Fire-Arms  reported.  Read,  and  after 
debate  thereon,  reconuiiilted  for  amendment. 

The  Committee  on  the  Resolves  concerning  the  Poor 
of  Boston,  reported.  Read,  amended,  and  accepted,  as 
follows,  viz: 

Whereas,  by  two  resolves  of  Congress  passed  the  1st  of 
May  and  the  1st  oi  July  last,  the  provision  made  for  tlie 
reception  and  support  of  the  poor  of  the  Towns  of  Bos- 
ton and  Charlestown,  who  are  driven  from  those  Towns 
by  the  cruel  hand  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  is  confined 
to  a  certain  number  of  Towns  in  this  Colony,  as  appears 
by  a  sciiedule  annexed  to  said  resolves  ;  and  whereas  num- 
bers of  said  poor,  having  relations  and  connexions  in  other 
Towns,  or  in  prospect  of  some  employ,  are  removed  or 
are  about  removing  themselves  to  other  Towns  than  those 
mentioned  in  said  schedules: 

Therefore,  Rcsolucd,  That  such  suffering  poor  shall  be 
allowed  to  remove  into  any  Town  in  this  Colony,  they 
producing  a  certificate  from  any  of  the  Selectmen,  Town 
Clerk,  or  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Boston  or  Charles- 
town,  that  they  are  of  the  poor  of  the  Town  to  which  said 
Selectmen,  ike,  does  or  did  in  3Iarch  last  belong;  and  it 
is  hereby  recommended  to  the  Selectmen  of  all  such 
Towns,  where  said  poor  are  or  may  be  removed,  to  pro- 
vide for  and  emjiloy  them  in  the  best  and  most  prudent 
manner  till  the  further  order  of  this  Court ;  and  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  that  they  may  be  treated  with 
that  humanity  and  tenderness  which  their  merits  and  suf- 
ferings in  the  common  cause  of  their  Country  have  entitled 
them  to.  And  every  Town  in  the  Colony  that  shall  re- 
ceive and  provide  necessary  provisions,  fuel  or  clothing, 
for  the  support  of  such  suffering  poor,  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid  therefor;  and  said  sufferers  shall  not  in  future  be 
considered  as  the  poor  of  that  Town  to  wlilcli  they  re- 
move. 

And  whereas,  from  the  present  confusion,  some  of  the 
poor  of  Bosto7i  and  Charlestown  have  removed,  or  may 
remove  out  of  said  Towns  without  a  proper  certificate, 
and  the  Towns  to  which  such  persons  have  removed,  or 
may  remove,  may  refuse  to  receive  and  provide  for  them 
for  want  of  the  same  :  It  is,  notwithstanding,  recommended 
to  the  Selectmen  of  such  Towns,  that  if,  upon  careful  in- 
quiry, they  shall  judge  any  such  person  or  persons  to  be 
of  the  poor  of  cither  of  said  Towns,  that  such  provision  be 
made  as  is  necessary  to  prevent  their  sufferings,  until  such 
certificate  can  be  procured,  and  such  Towns  shall  be  re- 
imbursed as  is  before  provided. 

And  whereas  some  Towns  in  the  Colony  may  jiave  a 
larger  number  of  the  poor  of  the  Towns  of  Boston  and 
Charlestown  than  has  been  heretofore  assigned  them,  and 
more  than  they  are  willing  to  retain,  the  Selectmen  of 
those  Towns  may  cause  such  poor  to  be  retnoved  to  some 
Town  that  shall  not  have  the  proportion  that  has  been 
assigned  them,  or  to  any  other  Town  said  poor  may 
choose,  that  shall  not  object  to  their  being  sent  to  them  ; 
and  the  Selectmen  or  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  such 
Towns  are  requested  to  receive  and  make  provision  for 
thorn,  as  is  before  directed  ;  all  reasonable  charges  attend- 
ing such  removal  to  be  paid  by  this  Colony. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the 
several  Towns  within  this  Colony,  and  such  Committees 
as  have  been  appointed  by  Congress  or  this  (-^lurt,  who 
have  transported  or  received  and  su|)porled  any  of  the 
poor  of  the  Towns  of  Boston  or  Charlestown,  according 
to  the  resolves  of  the  late  Congress  of  this  Colony  or  of 
this  ('ourt,  relative  to  such  poor,  be,  and  hereby  are  direct- 
ed to  exhibit  to  this  Court  fiiir  accounts  of  the  expense  of 
transporting  or  receiving  and  su]iporting  any  such  poor  from 
the  time  such  expense  began,  to  the  1st  day  of  October 
last,  expressing  the  name  and  a'^o  of  each  person  so  re- 
ceived and  supported  ;  also,  that  the  Selectmen  of  the 
several  Towns,  who  shall  still  siipi)on  any  of  the  ])oor  of 


the  Towns  aforesaid,  be  directed,  from  and  after  the  1st  day 
of  October  last,  to  make  up  their  accounts  to  the  end  of 
every  three  months,  and  exhibit  them  to  this  Court ;  and 
that  fVilliamCooper,  Esq.,  cause  these  resolves  to  be  forth- 
with printed  in  handbills,  and  transmitted  to  the  Select- 
men of  each  Town  in  this  Colony,  that  the  several  Towns 
in  this  Colony,  and  the  poor  sufferers  of  the  Towns  of 
Boston  and  Charlestown,  may  have  a  clear  and  precise 
knowledge  of  what  this  Court  has  in  their  justice  and  com- 
passion done  for  the  relief  and  support  of  those  sufferers. 
In  Council,  November  3,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 


Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  direct- 
ed to  lay  on  the  table  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Memorial  concerning  Falmouth. 

Upon  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Resolution  of  this 
House,  of  tlie  Gtli  ultimo,  directing  Joseph  (Irccnlcaf,  Esq., 
to  make  experiments  with  earth  at  Broolfitld,  be  reconsi- 
dered :  and 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Greenleaf  Esq.,  with  other 
persons,  not  exceeding  two,  as  he  may  clioose,  be,  and 
hereby  are  appointed,  to  repair  to  Brookfeld,  or  other 
places,  to  make  experiments  with  the  earth  there,  said  to 
be  proper  for  producing  Sulphur. 

A  Petition  of  ^~or  Ome  and  Elbridgc  Gerry,  setting 
forth  the  exposed  situation  of  the  Town  of  Marblehead, 
and  the  indigence  of  many  of  its  inhabitants,  and  praying 
payment  of  the  wages  and  billeting  Money  due  to  the  Sol- 
diers posted  in  said  Town,  as  well  as  other  relief.  Read, 
and  committed  to  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr. 
Lovell,  and  Colonel  Mackintosh. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  providing  an  Engineer  for  the  Town  oi  Plymouth  re- 
ported.    Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  some  suitable  person  for  an  Engineer, 
&;c.,  be  appointed,  to  repair  immediately  to  Plymouth, 
there  to  make  such  works  as  are  necessary  for  the  defence 
of  that  Town,  &c.,  against  the  ravages  of  the  enemy;  and 
that  a  carriage  for  a  Field-Piece,  which  was  some  time 
past  made  by  them,  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies, and  now  in  It atertoicn,  be  appropriated  for  the  use 
of  said  Town,  and  delivered  to  the  Hon.  James  ff'arrcn, 
Esq.,  and  also  that  lliey  be  supplied  with  Cannon  Ball  for 
the  purpose  above  mentioned,  to  the  amount  of  one  ton  of 
Cannon  and  Swivel  Shot;  and  that  the  Selectmen  of  said 
Town  be,  and  hereby  are  em])owered  to  procure  and  fur- 
nish the  said  quantity  of  Shot,  and  exhibit  their  accoimt  to 
this  Court  for  payment;  and  that  the  Speaker,  Colonel 
Saycr,  and  Captain  Partrid-rc,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on 
his  Excellency  General  Jl'ashingfon,  and  desire  him  to 
appoint  some  suitable  person  as  an  Engineer,  to  repair  to 
Plymouth  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned. 

In  Council,  November  3,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.,  brought  down  a  Letter  from 
Daniel  llobart,  of  Abington. 

The  Committee  for  jiroposing  the  most  effectual  method 
for  encouraging  the  manufacturing  of  Fire-Arms  report- 
ed again.      Read  and  accepted,  as  follows: 

Whereas  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  these  Colonies,  that  the  manufacturing  of 
Fire-Arms  and  provision  of  .Military  Stores  by  effectually 
promoted  and  encouraged,  agreeable  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  for  every  elfective  and  sub- 
stantial Fire-Arm  which  shall  be  manufactured  in  this 
Colony,  with  a  barrel  of  three  feet  and  nine  inches  in 
length,  that  will  carry  an  ounce  ball,  a  good  bayonet  with 
a  blade  not  less  than  eighteen  inches  in  length,  a  steel  ram- 
rod with  a  spring  to  retain  the  same,  two  loops  for  gun 
strings,  and  the  maker's  name  stamped  or  engraved  on  the 
lock,  and  which  shall  be  delivered  at  iVatcrtown,  \o  Rich- 
ard Dcvcns,  Esq.,  Commissary,  on  or  before  the  1st  day 
o(  June  next,  and  resemble  in  construction,  and,  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  equal  in  goodness  witii  the  King's  new  arms, 
there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury, to  the  owner  thereof,  the  sum  of  three  Pounds. 

And  f)r  the  accommodation  and  convenience  of  such 
manufacturers. 
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/(  is  also  Resolved,  Tliat  Colonel  John  Baker,  of  Ips- 
wich, ill  the  County  of  Essex ;  Captain  Ichabod  Cioodwin, 
of  Berwick,  in  the  County  of  York;  Captain  Oliver  IVitt, 
of  Paxton,  in  the  County  of  Worcester;  Captain  Elijah 
Hunt,  of  Northampton  ;  Mr.  Aaron  Ashley,  of  Spring- 
field, in  the  County  of  Hampshire  ;  Captain  David  Bush, 
of  Pittsficld,  in  the  Counlj  of  Berkshire ;  Doctor  David 
Cobb,  of  Taunton,  in  the  County  of  Bristol;  Mv.  Michael 
Blackwell,  in  the  County  of  Barnstable ;  and  Captain 
James  Hatch,  of  Pembroke,  in  the  County  of  Plymouth; 
be,  and  tliey  hereby  are  respectively  enijjowered  to  receive 
for  the  Colony,  at  the  price  and  during  the  time  aforesaid, 
all  Fire-Arms  which  shall  be  ofTered  them  for  sale,  and 
manufactured  as  aforesaid;  and  lliey  are  directed  to  deli- 
ver the  same  once  a  month  to  the  Conunissary,  and,  taking 
his  receipt  therefor,  to  apply  to  the  Council  lor  a  suflicient 
sum  wherewith  to  pay  for  such  Fire-Arms,  the  charges  of 
transportation,  &c.  Provided,  always,  That  the  owner  of 
each  Fire-Arm  which  shall  be  received  for  the  Colony, 
shall  prove  the  same  at  his  own  risk,  by  four  inches  and  a 
hslf  of  powder,  a  ball  and  wads  on  each,  in  presence  of  one 
of  the  Coniniittee  aforesaid,  or,  in  failure  thereof,  before 
ths  Commissary. 

And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  and  Selectmen  of  each  I'own  in  tliis  Co- 
lony, to  apply  to  the  manufacturers  of  Fire-Arnjs  in  their 
respective  Towns,  and  afford  them  all  necessary  encour- 
agement, and  to  [lost  this  Resolve,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
each  Town  may  promote  this  salutary  measure. 
[Thus  far  is  proposed  to  be  published.] 
Resolved,  That  the  honourable  Council,  or  a  major  part 
of  them,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  empowered  to  allow  and 
pay  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  for  Fire-Arms  which 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Commissary  as  aforesaid,  such 
sums  as  by  his  receipts  shall  appear  due  to  the  Committee 
aforesaid,  or  venders  thereof,  together  with  the  charges  of 
purchasing  and  transportation,  and  also  at  any  time  to  order 
such  sums  to  be  delivered  to  the  Commissary,  for  payment 
of  Fire-Arms  which  he  may  receive  in  their  recess  or 
adjournment,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary,  the  Commis- 
sary to  be  accountable  to  this  Court  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  tliere  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury to  Richard  Devcns,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
Pounds,  to  be  forthwith  invested  by  an  Armourer,  or  some 
other  judicious  person,  to  be  by  him  appointed  in  Steel, 
Files,  and  other  tools,  necessary  to  carry  on  the  manufac- 
tory aforesaid  ;  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  sup])ly  with 
said  articles  the  manufacturers  in  this  Colony  who  shall 
need  them,  and  pay  him  therefor,  at  such  advanced  prices 
as  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  charges  of  purchasing  and 
transportation,  and  to  account  with  this  Court  for  the  same. 
And  he  is  further  dii'ected  to  hire  or  provide,  at  Concord, 
a  suitable  building  for  an  Arsenal,  and  a  guard  therefor, 
when  furnished  with  Colony  Arms,  and  to  cause  said 
Arms  to  be  marked  on  the  barrel,  near  the  lock,  with  the 
letters  M.  B.,  and  also  to  be  numbered,  and  to  employ  an 
Armourer  when  necessary,  for  this  and  other  purposes  ;  and 
the  Commissary  is  also  directed  to  procure  good  .Sheaths 
for  the  Bayonets. 

In  Council,  November  4,  1775:    Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  for  considering  the  conduct  of  Benja- 
min Church,  Esq.,  &.C.,  reported. 

Whereas,  from  certain  facts  expressly  acknowledged  and 
confessed  by  Benjamin  Church,  Jun.,  Esq.,  a  member  of 
the  said  House,  at  their  bar,  on  Friday,  the  27lh  day  of  Oc- 
tober last,  it  manifestly  appears  that  he,  the  said  Benjamin 
Church,  in  the  month  of  July  last,  did  endeavour  to  carry 
on  a  secret  correspondence  with  the  enemy  in  Boston, 
highly  criminal  and  dangerous  : 

And  whereas  it  also  ajipears,  from  the  said  facts  so  con- 
fessed, that  theie  are  grounds  for  a  violent  presumption, 
that  before  that  time  he  had  secretly  communicaled  intel- 
ligence to  the  said  enemy,  most  injurious  and  destructive 
to  this  and  all  the  United  American  Colonies ;  and  as  it  is 
of  the  highest  importance  to  this  Colony  that  this  House 
should  not  in  any  degree  connive  at  such  wicked  and  de- 
testable practices,  nor  afford  any  protection  to  such  traitor- 
ous criminals  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  in  every  proper  way 
testify  to  the  world  their  utmost  abhorrence  of  such  deceit- 
ful conduct,  horrible  ingratitude,  and  breach  of  trust : 


It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  he,  the  said  Benjamin 
Church,  be  expelled  this  House,  and  he  is  accordingly 
hereby  utterly  expelled  the  same,  and  liis  seat  therein  de- 
clared vacant ;  and  that  this  House  will  not  afford  to  hiin, 
the  said  Benjamin,  any  of  that  special  privilege  and  pro- 
tection which  every  worthy  and  honest  member  of  this 
body  is,  by  the  law  and  Constitution,  entitled  to,  may  chal- 
lenge, and  which  this  House  will  always  grant. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  a  Precept  issue  to  the 
late  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  to  return  a  Mem- 
ber, if  they  see  cause,  to  represent  them  in  the  Great  and 
General  Court,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Church,  Jun., 
Esq.,  and  that  Mr.  Pitts  report  a  form  for  the  same. 

The  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Schooner  and  Cargo 
belonging  to  George  Erving  and  Capt.  /rormice// reported. 
Read  and  accepted. 

Whereas  the  Conmiittee  of  Correspondence  of  the  Town 
of  Plymouth  did,  some  time  past,  take  into  their  possession 
three  fourth  parts  of  the  Cargo  of  said  Schooner,  consisting 
o(  Rum,  Sugar,  and  Molasses,  belonging  to  George  Erving, 
inhabitant  of  Boston,  and  have  detained  the  said  Schooner, 
three-fourths  of  which  belong  to  said  Erving,  waiting  the 
orders  of  this  Court:   therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  of  Correspondence 
be,  and  they  hereby  are  ordered  to  sell  and  dispose  of  that 
part  of  the  Cargo  aforesaid  to  the  Commissary-General  of 
the  Continental  Army,  lie  paying  the  price  usually  given 
for  such  articles;  which  money  shall  be  jiaid  to  the  Trea- 
surer and  Receiver-General  of  this  Colony,  to  be  appro- 
priated in  such  manner  as  this  Court  shall  hereafter  di- 
rect. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee 
be  directed  to  have  the  said  Schooner  apjiraised  by  three 
men,  under  oath,  and  that  they  make  leturn  of  said  appraise- 
ment to  this  Court,  as  soon  as  may  be  ;  and  that  the  said 
Schooner  he  delivered  to  his  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington's order,  for  him  to  improve  her  as  an  armed  vessel, 
for  defence  of  the  Country,  he  giving  his  receipt  therefor; 
a  duplicate  of  which  receipt  said  Conunittee  are  directed  to 
lodge  in  the  Treasurer's  office  aforesaid,  as  soon  as  may 
he. 

In  Council,  November  3,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

Fr;.lay,  Novcnib.T  3,  1775. 

The  Committee  on  the  Memorial  of  the  Selectmen  of 
Newburyport*  reported.      Read  and  accejjted  ;  and 

Resolved,  That  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  that 
are  now  in  the  Town  of  Newburyport,  be  destined  in  the 
manner  following,  viz: 

To  the  Town  of  frVo^on ;  Captain  Philip  Bass,  wife, 
and  three  children;  Widow  Bounds  and  two  chiklren;  and 
Peter  Meers  and  wife. 

Andovcr :  Christopher  Brazer  and  wife,  and  five  chil- 
dren ;  Christopher  Brazer,  Jun.,  and  wife,  and  one  child  : 
James  Hinkes  and  wife,  and  two  chihhen  ;  Lcu'is  Follinss 
and  wife. 

Leominster :  Joannah  Trevoy  and  thi'ce  children;  Am- 
broise  Colby  and  wife,  and  three  children  ;  Mrs.  Patterson 
and  two  children;  Mary  ('((/t/"  and  daughter-in-law,  and 
two  chiklren. 

Lunenburgh  :  IValter  Piper  and  wife,  and  five  children  ; 
Walter  Piper,  Jun.,  wife,  and  mother,  and  seven  children  ; 
Jos.  Grant,  wife,  and  mother,  and  four  chiklren. 

*  Memorial  of  tho  Town  of  Nen^buryport  sliowpth  :  Tliat  in  consc- 
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■  '  sr;n-cn  and  dear,  from 

>   I  r    ■  .1  impeded,  and  in 

'i'  upr,  and  the  ex. 

"I  iiiorialists  appre. 

11  accommodated, 

'-   ii.ick  of  the  Fea. 

'    !il"in ;  at  tlic  same 

:■' .  iiiir  said  people,  if 

.        I  iihrr  beg  leave  of 

I'       :ir,uly  in  advance 

'      '  mg  exhibited,  as 

II      ti  in  preparation  for 
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Littleton:  Widow  Elizabeth  Bescom;  Vf]do\\' Johnson; 
Widow  Mary  York. 

And  the  Selectmen  of  the  Towns  of  Groton,  Amlover, 
Leominster,  Lunenburgh,  and  Littleton,  are  directed  to 
apply  to  tlie  Selectmen  of  iSeivbunjport,  for  tlieir  propor- 
tion of  said  Poor;  and  by  receiving  a  certificate  that  they 
are  of  the  Poor  of  Boston,  and  their  names,  age,  and  the 
lime  when  they  came  out  of  Boston;  and  they  are  to 
transport  them  to  their  several  Towns,  according  to  their 
destination  ;  and  to  be  paid,  out  of  the  publick  Treasury, 
for  their  cost  in  procuring  and  transporting  said  Poor  of 
Boston  to  their  respective  Towns.  And  the  Secretary  is 
hereby  directed  to  furnish  each  of  the  Towns  of  Groton, 
Andovcr,  Leominster,  Lunenburgh,  and  Littleton,  with  an 
attested  copy  of  this  Resolve,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

In  Council,  November  3,  1775;  Read  and  concurred. 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.,  brought  down  from  the  honour- 
able Board  the  Resolve  for  completing  the  Muster-Rolls. 

Colonel  Prcscoit  brought  down  from  the  Council  Board 
the  Resolve  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  Poor  of  Boston. 
A  Message  from  the  major  part  of  the  honourable  Coun- 
cil, by  the  Secretary  : 
"Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  : 

"The  Council  view  with  the  deejiest  concern  the  un- 
happy dissension  between  them  and  the  honourable  House 
of  Representatives,  relative  to  the  right  of  appointing  the 
military  oflicers  in  this  Colony,  and  the  growing  ill  conse- 
quences which  necessarily  result  from  such  disunion. 

"Tiie  Council  have  no  desire  unduly  to  extend  and 
exercise  the  powers  vested  in  them,  and  are  far  from  hav- 
ing a  disposition  to  altercate  with  the  honourable  House  ; 
they  wish  a  coalition  of  sentiment  with  them  in  every  point. 
No  motive  short  of  what  appears  to  them  to  be  their  in- 
dispensable duty  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  them  to 
claim  an  exclusive  right  of  appointing  such  oQicers.  Could 
they  give  it  up  consistent  with  the  obligations  they  feel 
themselves  under  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  Charter,  as  re- 
conmiended  by  the  honourable  the  American  Congress, 
they  would  do  it  with  pleasure. 

"  In  order,  therefore,  to  put  an  end  to  this  dispute,  and 
have  it  ascertained  with  whom  is  the  right  of  appointing 
such  officers,  the  Council  propose  and  offer  it  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  honourable  House,  that  they  immediately 
make  a  joint  application  to  the  honourable  the  American 
Congress,  by  whose  advice  and  countenance  this  Colony 
have  set  up  and  now  exercise  the  powers  of  Government, 
and  to  whose  counsels  it  is  necessary  we  should  conform, 
for  their  determination  thereon. 

"  Council  Chamber,  Novcmbei-  3,  1775." 

Read,  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  Major  7ia2i'%, 
Mr.  Gerry,  Colonel  Grout,  and  Colonel  Orae,  with  such 
as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  con- 
sider and  report  a  method  of  appointing  Officers  in  the 
IVIilitia,  that  shall  be  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  and  best  calculated  to  promote  the  inte- 
rests of  the  Colony. 

In  Council,  November  A,  1775:  Read,  and  unanimously 

non-concurred,  

Afternoon. 

The  Committee  upon  the  application  of  General  llash- 
ington,  for  Wood  and  Hay,  reported.  Read,  and  not  ac- 
cepted. 

Upon  a  motion,  Brsolvcd,  That  Mr.  .Devcns,  Captain 
Thatcher,  Captain  Ellis,  Mr.  Cheevcr,  Colonel  Thayer, 
Colonel  Barret,  and  Major  Brooks,  be  a  Committee,  who 
are  directed  immediately  to  afford  their  utmost  aid  and  assist- 
ance to  the  Quartermaster-General,  that  the  Continental 
Army  may  be  provided  with  a  full  supply  of  the  articles  of 
Hay  and  Wood,  till  the  further  order  of  this  Court ;  and  for 
the  purpose  of  more  eflectually  procuring  the  latter,  that 
they  enter  the  Woodlands  of  such  of  our  enemies  as  have 
fled"  into  Boston,  and,  after  having  appraised  the  Wood  there- 
on standing,  or  so  much  of  it  as  they  shall  think  necessary 
to  take,  that  they  apply  to  General  JVaslnngton  for  axe- 
men, or  otherwise  cause  the  same  to  be  cut  and  transported 
to  the  Camp.  And  the  said  Committee  are  also  empower- 
ed, if  necessary,  to  purchase  Wood,  cut  or  standing,  of  any 
person  or  persons:  and  that  the  said  Committee  receive, 
out  of  the  publick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  such  sums  as 
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ihey  shall  think  necessary,  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
Pounds,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  proceed  in  accom- 
plishing said  business,  for  which  sums  they  shall  be  account- 
able to  this  Court,  and  at  the  expiration  of  one  month  lay 
a  fair  account  of  the  expenditure  of  such  sums  as  they 
shall  receive  out  of  the  Treasury,  before  this  Court;  and 
the  said  Committee  are  further  directed  to  acquaint  the 
General  with  the  order  this  Court  have  taken,  as  above. 
In  Council,  November  4,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 


Saturday,  November  4,  1775. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Colonel 
Porter,  and  Major  Davis,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  of 
a  method  for  supplying  the  Truckmaster  of  2*eno6sco<  with 
Powder. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bancroft  be  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  JVood. 

The  Report  on  a  Letter  from  General  JVashington,  con- 
cerning Gloucester,  brought  down  November  the  1st. 

Read  and  accepted,  as  taken  into  a  new  draught,  as 
follows,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  General  be  desired 
to  direct  Major  Mason  to  proceed  to  the  Towns  of  Con- 
cord, fVorcester,  Lancaster,  and  Leicester,  there  to  view 
the  Cannon  now  in  those  Towns,  and  such  and  so  many  of 
them,  being  the  property  of  this  Colony,  as  he  shall  judge 
fit  for  use,  and  necessary  for  the  defence  of  said  harbour, 
the  Town  of  Gloucester  have  leave  to  remove  to  that 
place  ;  and  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Select- 
men or  Committee  of  the  Towns  aforesaid,  in  whose  care 
any  Cannon,  not  the  property  of  this  Colony,  may  be, 
and  viewed  as  aforesaid,  that  they  deliver  them  to  the 
Town  oi  Gloucester,  on  this  important  occasion,  if  needed. 
And  that  Major  Mason,  or  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of 
Gloucester,  have  liberty,  on  the  credit  of  this  Colony,  to 
procure,  from  any  Town  or  person  who  may  have  it  to 
spare,  two  barrels  of  Powder,  to  be  replaced  as  soon  as 
the  state  of  this  Colony  will  admit  of  it,  and  if  not  replaced, 
such  Town  or  jjerson  to  receive  pay  therefor  out  of  the 
Colony  Treasury,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  five  Shillings  per 
pound  ;  and  said  Gloucester  to  be  accountable  therefor  to 
this  Court.  That  Mr.  Batcheldtr  wait  on  General  Wash- 
ington for  the  purpose  above  mentioned  ;  and  that  the 
Selectmen  of  Gloucester  be  served  with  a  copy  cf  this 
Resolve. 

Ordered,  That  ten  o'clock,  Monday  morning,  be  assigned 
for  the  consideration  of  a  Report  concerning  the  payment 
of  the  Militia  and  Minute-Men  who  marched  on  and  about 
the  I9ih  of  April. 

Mr.  Gerry,  from  the  Committee  for  proposing  a  method 
for  supplying  the  Truckmaster  at  Penobscot  with  Powder, 
reported.      Read  and  accepted,  with  additions,  viz: 

Whereas  this  Court  are  informed  that  the  Hon.  General 
Sullivan,  upon  information  of  the  arrival  of  Captain  fVil- 
Ham  Johnson,  of  tiie  Schooner  Britannia,  has  sent  an  ex- 
press to  the  said  Johnson,  with  directions  to  send  to  him, 
at  Portsmouth,  part  or  the  whole  of  the  Powder  which 
should  be  imported  in  said  Vessel  for  the  defence  of  said 
j)lace,  under  its  present  aj)prehensions  and  distresses,  from 
a  supposition  that  the  said  Vessel  was  fitted  out  by  this 
Ct)lony,  at  the  expense  of  the  Continent:  And  whereas 
this  Government  hath  not  fitted  out  said  Vessel  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Continent,  and  have  not  charged  any  disburse- 
ments for  such  purpose;  and  having  draughted  from  the 
Towns  of  this  Colony  considerable  quantities  of  Powder, 
for  the  Continental  Army,  are  not  in  a  situation  to  spare 
Ammunition,  under  its  present  circumstances,  to  their  sis- 
ter Colony,  or  its  capital  as  aforesaid  ;  and  also  are  in  want 
of  said  article  for  the  immediate  defence  of  our  soa-port 
Towns,  as  well  as  to  answer  the  demands  of  the  Penobscot 
Truckmaster's  supplying  the  Indians  of  said  place  :  there- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  Doctor  Russell,  of  North-  Yarmouth, he, 
and  hereby  is  empow-ered  Ibrlhwith  to  repair  to  the  Hon. 
General  Sullivan  aforesaid,  for  such  part  of  the  said  Pow- 
der as  he  shall  have  received,  and  convey  four  half-barrels 
thereof  to  Jedediah  Preble,  Esq.,  Truckmaster  of  Penob- 
scot, and  take  the  residue  thereol',  and  one  hundred  of  the 
Arms  brouL'lit  in  the  same  Vessel,  under  his  own  charse. 
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for  the  defence  of  Fa/mouth,  to  be  deposited  as  be  sluill 
judge  best  till  the  further  order  of  this  Court ;  and  the 
residue  thereof,  if  the  said  Powder  and  Arms  have  not 
arrived  at  Portsmouth,  that  then  the  said  Doctor  liusstll 
proceed  Xo  Boothhay,  and  apply  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Crajl, 
who  was  sent  for  said  Powder  by  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies of  this  Colony,  or  to  Captain  Johnson  aforesaid,  if  lie 
lialh  not  yet  delivered  the  same,  and  receive  and  cause  to 
be  distributed  the  said  Powder  and  Anns,  as  before  pro- 
vided in  this  Resolve  ;  anil  the  said  Nathaniel  Craft,  or 
Uilliam  Johnson,  is  directed  to  deliver  the  same  accord- 
ingly. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  o(  Elbridgc  Gerry  and 
Azor  Ornc  reported:  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  Sol- 
diers stationed  in  the  Town  of  MarbkhtaJ ,  in  the  pay  of 
this  Colony,  on  the  present  exi^^ency,  be  paid  their  Billet- 
ing Money  up  to  the  first  day  of  November  instant,  and  one 
month's  wages. 

Read  and  accepted  ;  and  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  a  Resolve  be  brought  in  accordingly. 


Samuel  Iloltcn,  Esq.,  brought  down  from  the  honourable 
Board  a  Proclamation  for  a  general  Thanksgiving.  Read 
and  concurred.  ,    ^       .,  ,^        ,      ,   , 

"  In  Council,  Novemljtr  4,  1775. 

"Although,  in  consequence  of  the  unnatiu'al,  cruel,  and 
barbarous  measures  adopted  and  pursued  by  the  British 
Administration,  great  and  distressing  calamities  are  brought 
upon  our  oppressed  Country,  and  on  this  Colony  in  par- 
ticular; we  feel  the  dreadful  eflects  of  civil  war,  by  which 
America  is  stained  with  the  blood  of  her  valiant  sons,  who 
have  bravely  fallen  in  the  laudable  defence  of  our  rights 
and  privileges  :  Our  capital,  once  the  seat  of  justice,  opu- 
lence, and  virtue,  is  unjustly  wrested  from  its  proper  owners, 
who  are  obliged  to  flee  from  the  iron  hand  of  tyranny,  or 
ai'e  held  in  the  unrelenting  arms  of  oppression  ;  our  sea- 
ports greatly  distressed,  and  Towns  burnt  by  the  foes,  who 
have  acted  the  parts  of  barbarous  incendiaries:  And  al- 
though the  wise  and  holy  Governour  of  the  world  has,  in 
his  righteous  providence,  sent  drought  into  this  Colony, 
and  wasting  sickness  into  many  of  our  Towns,  yet  we  have 
the  greatest  reason  to  adore  and  praise  the  supreme  Dis- 
))oser  of  Events,  who  deals  infinitely  better  with  us  than  we 
deserve,  and,  amidst  all  his  judgments,  hath  remembered 
mercy,  by  causing  the  voice  of  health  again  to  be  heard 
amongst  us;  instead  of  famine,  afibrding  to  an  ungrateful 
people  a  competency  of  the  necessaries  and  comfoits  of 
life  ;  in  remarkably  preserving  and  protecting  our  troops, 
when  in  apparent  danger,  while  our  enemies,  with  all  their 
boasted  skill  and  strength,  have  met  with  loss,  disappoint- 
ment, and  defeat ;  and,  in  the  course  of  his  good  jirovi- 
dence,  the  Father  of  Mercies  bath  bestowed  upon  us 
many  other  favours,  which  call  for  our  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments: Therefore, 

"  We  have  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  Council  and 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  appoint  Thursday,  the 
twenty-third  day  of  November  instant,  to  be  observed  as  a 
day  of  publick  Thanksgiving  throughout  this  Colony  ;  here- 
by calling  upon  Ministers  and  People  to  meet  for  reli- 
oious  worship  on  said  day,  and  devoutly  to  offer  up  their 
unfeisined  praises  to  Almighty  G'of/,  the  source  and  benevo- 
lent bestower  of  all  good,  for  his  affording  the  necessary 
means  of  subsistence,  though  our  coinmeice  has  been  pre- 
vented, and  the  supplies  from  the  fishery  denied  us:  That 
such  a  measure  of  health  is  enjoyed  among  us;  that  the 
lives  of  our  officers  and  soldiers  have  been  so  remarkably 
preserved,  while  our  enemies  have  full  before  them:  That 
the  vigorous  eflbrts  which  liave  been  used  to  excite  the 
savatre  vengeance  of  the  wilderness,  and  rouse  the  Indians 
to  arms,  that  unavoidable  destruction  might  come  upon 
our  frontiers,  have  been  almost  nfiraculously  defeated : 
That  our  unnatural  enemies,  instead  of  ravaging  tlie  Coun- 
try widi  uncontrolled  sway,  arc  confined  within  such  narrow 
limiis,  to  their  own  niortificalion  and  dislress,  environed  by 
an  American  Army,  brave  and  determined:  That  such  a 
band  of  union,  founded  upon  the  best  principles,  unites  the 
American  Colonies:  That  our  rights  and  privileges,  both 
civil  and  religious,  are  so  far  preserved  to  us,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  attempts  of  our  barbarous  enemies  to  deprive  us 
of'thcm.     And  to  offer  up  fervent  and  humble  prayers  to 


Almighty  (lod,  for  the  whole  British  iMnpire,  especially 
for  the  United  American  Colonies:  That  lie  would  bless 
our  civil  rulers,  and  lead  them  into  wise  and  prudent  mea- 
sures in  this  dark  and  difticult  day:  That  he  would  endow 
our  General  Court  with  all  (hat  wisdom  which  is  profitable 
to  direct:  That  he  would  graciously  smile  upon  our  en- 
deavours to  restore  peace,  preserve  onr  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  hand  them  down  to  posterity:  That  he  would 
give  wisdom  to  the  American  Congress,  equal  to  their  im- 
portant station  :  That  he  would  direct  the  Generals  and 
the  American  Armies,  wherever  employed,  and  give  them 
success  and  victory:  That  he  would  preserve  and  strengthen 
the  harmony  of  the  United  Colonies:  That  be  would  gra- 
ciously pour  out  his  spirit  upon  all  orders  of  men  through 
the  land;  bring  us  to  a  hearty  repentance  and  reformation  ; 
purify  antl  sanctify  all  his  churches:  That  he  would  make 
ouvs  Emanuel's  hnd:  That  he  would  spread  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Redeemer  tlu-ough  the  whole  earth,  and  fill 
the  world  with  his  glory. 

''  And  all  servile  labour  is  forbidden  on  said  ilay. 
"  GoD  save  the  FeoplcS' 

"  Read  and  accepted  ;  and  thereupon, 

"Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Proclamation  be  signed 
by  the  major  part  of  the  Council,  and  that  a  printed  copy 
thereof  be  transmitted  to  each  Religious  Society  through 
tliis  Colony." 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Major  Unirley  go  with  a 
message  to  the  honourable  Board,  and  desire  ihat  they 
would  not  adjourn  for  the  present,  as  the  House  had  a  mat- 
ter of  importance  to  lay  before  them.  Who  reported  that 
he  had  delivered  the  message. 

Upon  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  House  will  ikjw 
come  to  the  choice  of  some  suitable  |)erson  to  lake  tho 
command  of  the  Soldiers  slalioned  in  tiie  County  of  Cu/n- 
berland,  and  to  be  intrusted  with  other  powers  for  the 
safety  of  the  said  County. 

Major  Moody,  Mr. Mills,  and  Mr.  Story,  were  appointed 
to  sort  and  count  the  votes;  who,  having  attended  the  ser- 
vice, reported  that  General  Joseph  Frye  was  chosen. 

Whereupon,  the  House  passed  the  i'ollowing  Resolve: 

Whereas  it  appears  indis|)ensably  necessary  that  imme- 
diate assistance  should  be  granted  to  tho  County  of  Cum- 
berland, and  particulaily  to  the  Town  of  Falmouth,  in  said 
County,  at  this  time  of  distress:   therefore, 

Besolved,  That  General  Joseph  Frye  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  appointed  to  take  the  command  of  the  whole  of  the  men 
stationed  in  the  said  County  of  Cumberland ,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  sea-coast,  till  the  further  order  of  this  Court ; 
and  that  he  be  empowered  to  order  such  intrenchments  or 
fortifications  to  be  erected  at  Falmouth,  for  their  defence 
and  protection,  as  he  shall  think  absolutely  necessary;  and 
that  he  retain  two  of  the  said  Companies  generally  nlFal- 
mouth,  and,  in  case  of  any  emergency,  that  he  cause  tho 
Militia  of  said  County,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  be  alarnjed 
and  muslered,  and,  when  mustered,  to  be  under  his  com- 
mand and  direction,  and  to  be  by  him  discharged  as  soon 
as  the  service  will  admit. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  BocXov  Fhvurd  Rus- 
sell deliver  to  the  said  General  Frye  the  I'owiler  and  Arms 
he  shall  receive  in  consequence  of  the  orders  of  this  Court, 
to  be  by  him  used  in  defending  and  protecting  the  said 
County  of  Cumberland  and  Town  of  Falmouth,  and  annoy- 
ing the  enemy  ;  he  to  be  accountable  lo  this  Court  for  the 
same. 

/'(  Council,  Isovcmbtr  7,  1775:  Read  and  non-con- 
curied. 

Monday,  November  (J,  1775. 

The  Committee  for  inquiring  into  the  state  of  the  Trea- 
sury reported,  that  the  Receiver-General  acquainted  the 
Committee  that  there  remains  in  the  Treasury  about  Fifty- 
Three  Thousand  Pounds  of  the  last  Hundred  Thousand 
that  was  emitted;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  an  order  from 
the  honourable  Council,  he  hath  borrowed  but  about  Eight 
Thousand  Pounds  of  the  Hundred  Thousand  which  he 
was  directed  to  borrow. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Story  bring  in  a 
Resolve  for  payment  to  be  made  to  the  Soldiers  stationed 
at  Marblehead,  of  their  Billeting  Money,  to  the  first  oi' 
Novtmber  irjstant,  and  one  month's  wages. 
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A  Letter  from  Enoch  Moody,  Cliairmiin  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  i'WmoiH/i,  representing;  the  distressed  situation 
of  that  Town,  and  praying  assistance  and  direction.  Road 
and  sent  up. 

A  Petition  of  the  Overseers  of  tlie  Poor  of  the  Town 
of  Salem,  setting  forth  that  many  Poor,  who  entered  there 
since  the  comniencenjent  of  the  present  troubles,  are  now 
in  the  Continental  Army,  and  have  left  families  that  are 
supported  ai  the  expense  of  that  Town  ;  praying  direc- 
tion of  the  Court.  Read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Rice,  of 
Poivnalborough,  Captain  Clark,  and  Mr.  Morgan. 

A  Petition  of  Henry  Knox,  praying  leave  to  exchange 
House  Furniture,  which  he  left  in  Boston,  with  Henry 
Barnes,  ]ale  of  Miirlljorougli,  which  he  has  now  in  his 
power.  Read,  and  couniiitlcd  to  Mr.  Story,  Mr.  Hopkins, 
and  Mr.  Lock. 

A  Petition  of  Josejih  Huitley,  Esq.,  in  l)ehalf  of  the  Se- 
lectmen and  Couuniltee  of  Correspondence  of  the  Town 
of  Northampton,  setting  forth  that  several  of  the  Offi- 
cers and  Privates  who  were  sent  there  by  the  honourable 
Council,  in  August  last,  for  safe-keeping,  are  in  great  need 
cf  Clothing,  and  praying  for  direction. 

Read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  Thurston,  Colonel  Por- 
ter, and  Mr.  Hall. 

Mr.  Story,  agreeable  to  order,  reported  a  Resolve  for 
payment  of  the  Soldiers  stationed  at  Marblehcad.* 

Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  bo,  and  he 
hereby  is  ordered  to  pay  unto  Mr.  Elliridgc  Gerry  and 
Colonel  Orne  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
Pounds,  five  Shillings,  to  be  by  them  applied  towards  pay- 
ing the  Soldiers,  stationed  at  Marblehcad,  for  one  month's 
billeting,  and  also  paying  each  of  the  Officers  and  Rlen, 
stationed  there,  one  month's  wages,  in  addition  to  what 
they  have  already  received  ;  they  to  be  accountable  to  this 
Court  for  the  same. 

In  Council,  November  6,  177.3:   Read  and  concurred. 

The  Resolve  fur  completing  the  Mu-^tcr-Pvolls,  brought 
clown  the  3d  instant,  read  and  conciuri'd,  \\itli  llie  amend- 
ments. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Captain  Partridge,  Mr. 
Story,  anii  Mr.Di.t,  uith  such  as  the  honourable  Board 
shall  join,  be  a  Counnittee  to  examine  tiie  Muster-Rolls 
as  ihey  shall  be  returned  ;  and,  as  they  shall  pass,  to  pre- 
sent them  to  the  honourable  Board,  in  order  for  payment. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Captain  Partridge,  Mr. 
Rice,  of  Poirnalborough,  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  pre])are  the  form  of  a  Musier-Roll  for  the  Soldiers 
stationed  on  the  sea-coast. 

The  Cotnmiltee  for  settling  Accounts  uiili  the  Commit- 
tee of  Supplies  reported. 

Read,  and  Ordered,  That  the  Report  la)  on  the  table 
for  the  inspection  of  the  Members. 

Mr.  Pitts,  agreeable  to  order,  I'onortcd  a  form  for  a  Pre- 
cept to  issue  to  the  late  Inhabitants  of  Boston  :  which  was 
read  and  accepted.  

.VriiTjioon. 

A  Petition  of  John  Baker,  in  belialf  of  the  Town  of 
Rowley  and  the  neighbouring  Towns,  assembled  at  Glou- 
cester, setting  forth  the  consequence  of  that   Harbour  for 

»  Pulition  of  AzorOrni:  anil  Elhridgc  Gcrni  Ininibly  showrth  :   Tlmt 
ivps  of  tlio  Town  of  M,„hlr!,niil.  Ilial,.  by  a  late 
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covering  and  succoring  the  friends  of  the  United  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  and  praying  that  a  Committee  may  be  sent 
to  take  a  view  of  the  same. 

Read,  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gould,  Major  Cros5,  and 
Mr.  Hubbard,  be  a  Committee  to  lepair  to  Gloucester,  for 
the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  Petition,  and  report  at  the 
next  meeting  of  this  Court. 

The  Report  concerning  the  payment  of  the  Militia  and 
Minute-Men,  who  mustered  on  and  about  the  19th  of 
April,  read,  and  committed  to  Major  Haiclcy,  Mr.  Raiv- 
son,  Mr.  Gerry,  Colonel  Saycr,  and  Mr.  Rice,  of  Pow- 
nalborough. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Orne,  Mr.  Hub- 
bard, and  Major  Ely,  be  a  (.'ommittee  to  procure  a  Resolve 
of  this  Court,  which  passed  the  House  on  the  31st  of  Of- 
tobcr,  for  encouraging  the  manufacturing  of  Saltjietre  ;  also 
a  Resolve  for  encouraging  the  manufacturing  of  the  Fire- 
Arms,  to  be  printed  in  handbills,  and  disi)ersed  to  the  seve- 
ral Towns  in  this  Colony  as  soon  as  possible. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  wait  on 
General  Washington,  and  inquire  if  he  has  any  objections 
to  the  iiublishing  of  Dr.  Church's  Letter;  and  if  I  e  has, 
to  ask  that  be  would  favour  us  with  his  reasons. 

Tiiisday,  Xovcnilier  7,  1775. 

On  the  Petition  of  Henry  Knox,*  the  Committee  re- 
ported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petitioner  have  leave  to  make  use 
of  the  Household  Furniture  of  the  said  Henry  Barnes,  he 
giving  a  receipt  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  or 
the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Marlborough,  for  what  he 
shall  so  receive,  and  he  to  be  accountable  to  this  Court 
for  the  same. 

In  Council,  November  7,  177-3:   Read  and  concurred. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  for  settling  .Accounts  with 
the  Committee  of  Supplies.  Read  again,  and  ordered  to 
be  recommitted,  that  a  Resolve  thereon  be  draughted. 

Samuel  Holten,  Esq.,  came  down  from  the  honourable 
Board  with  a  message,  desiring  that  the  House  would  lay 
before  them  a  Resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress,  to 
which  reference  is  had  in  a  late  Order  of  this  House, 
proposing  a  Joint  Committee  for  considering  the  metiiod 
of  ap|K)inting  Oflicers  in  the  Militia. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Porter  go  to  the  honourable 
Boaid  with  the  Resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress  re- 
specting the  appointing  Officers  in  the  Militia. 

I'pon  a  motion,  Resolveil,  That  the  President  and  Fel- 
lows of  Harvard  College  be,  and  hereby  arc  directed  to 
lemove  the  I/ibrary  and  Apparatus  belonging  to  the  said 
Ciiilege,  or  such  parts  of  them  as  they  shall  judge  imme- 
diately necessai'y  for  the  present  instruction  of  the  Stu- 
dents, from  the  places  where  they  are  now  deposited,  by 
an  order  of  the  late  Congress,  to  Concord ;  and  that  they 
lay  an  account  of  the  expense  of  such  removal  before  this 
Court. 

//(  Council.  Xovvinberl,  177-3:    Read  and  concurred. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  Thnt  Mv.  Rice,  of  Pownal- 
horough,  be  of  the  Committee  to  repair  to  Gloucester,  and 
to  take  a  view  of  the  Harbour,  in  the  room  of  Rlr.  Hub- 
bard. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  no  pri\ate  Petition  be 
received  hereafter,  during  the  present  sitting  of  this  Court, 
without  special  leave  therelbr. 


An  Account  of  Samuel  Phillips,  .Junior,  for  sundry  ar- 
ticles provided  for  the  use  of  General  //'a.s/(/Hi^/o?i,  by  order 
of  Congress,  reati,  and  connnitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Accounts. 

.John  Pai/lor,  Esq.,  brought  down  fi'om  the  honourable 
Board  a  Resolve  concerning  the  necessary  qualifications  of 
Retailers  to  receive  Licenses. 

♦  IVtition  uf  llennj  Krinx  luimbly  sbnwctli  :     Tliat  your  pplitionor 


Ucnn/  nanus,  late  of  .1/ „  .  v-,  .,._  ,v,  v.  i,,.  i,    y.    ■.    n  i^ 

■  to  do.      And  yoin-  petitioner,  as   in  amy  bound,  t,liall 
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'•  In  Council,  November  7,  1775. 

"  Whereas  by  an  Act  ofthis  Colony,  made  in  the  sixteenth 
year  of  the  leign  of  George  111,  entitled  An  Act  empow- 
ering the  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  within 
this  Colony  to  grant  Licenses  to  Inniiolders  and  Retailers, 
in  certain  cases  ;  it  is,  among  other  things,  therein  enacted, 
That  the  several  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
in  each  and  every  County  in  this  Colony,  who  have  in  any 
measm-e  been  interrupted  in  their  proceedings,  (as  men- 
tioned in  said  Act,)  or  have  omitted  granting  Licenses  as 
usual,  are  thereby  authorized  and  empowered,  at  their  first 
sessions  thereafter  to  be  held,  respectively,  to  grant  Licenses 
to  Innholders  and  Retailers  of  spiritous  liquors,  or  common 
Victuallers,  to  exercise  their  respective  callings  for  and 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  or  until  the  term  at  w  hicli, 
by  law,  they  are  authorized  to  grant  such  Licenses,  ob- 
serving the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law  in  such  cases 
made  and  provided.  And  no  direction  is  given  in  the  said 
Act,  what  preliminary  steps  are  necessary  to  be  taken  by 
Innholders,  Retailers,  or  common  Victuallers,  in  order  to 
qualify  them  for  the  saiil  employments: 

"It  is  therefore  ResolceJ,  That  before  any  such  Licenses 
be  granted  to  Innholders,  Retailers,  or  common  Victuallers, 
every  person  applying  to  the  several  Sessions  as  aforesaid, 
before  they  are  licensed,  shall  produce  a  Certificate  from 
the  major  part  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  where  they 
dwell,  recommending  them  to  be  persons  of  sober  conver- 
sation, suitably  qualified  and  provided  for  the  exercise  of 
such  an  employment,  and,  particularly,  that  they  be  firmly 
attached  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  their  Country  ;  and 
that  this  Resolve  be  published  in  handbills,  and  sent  into 
each  Town  in  this  Colony.'' 

Read  and  concurretl. 

The  Secretary  came  down  with  the  following  Message 
from  the  major  part  of  the  honourable  CoLincil  : 

"Council  Chamber,  November  7,  1775. 

"Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

"  We  have  taken  into  consideration  the  two  letters  here- 
with sent,  dated  at  Fa/mouth,  the  '2d  of  November,  current; 
one  from  the  Honourable  Colonel  Freeman,  and  the  other 
from  the  Coinmittee  of  that  Town,  purporting  the  distressed 
state  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  the  relief  they  need. 
For  the  special  defence  and  safety  of  the  Town  of  Fal- 
mouth, and  that  vicinity,  we  have  appointed  Gen.  Joseph 
Frye  to  take  the  command  of  the  men  stationed  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Cumberland  who  were  raised  for  the  defence  of  the 
Sea-Coasts,  until  our  further  orders;  and  have  empowered 
him,  upon  any  emergency,  to  alarm  and  call  together  the 
Militia  of  the  said  County,  or  such  part  thereof  as  their 
safety  may  require,  and  them  to  discharge  as  soon  as  the 
service  will  admit ;  and  to  lead  and  conduct  them  and  the 
other  forces,  and  with  them  to  resist,  encounter,  and  repel, 
by  force  of  arms,  all  and  every  peison  or  jiersons  who  shall 
attempt  the  enterprise,  destruction,  invasion,  or  annoyance 
of  the  said  Town  and  Coimiy  ;  and  to  cause  such  fortifica- 
tions to  be  erected  at  Falmouth  aforesaid,  and  elsewhere, 
as  he  shall  judge  necessary  for  their  defence. 

"  We  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  gentlemen,  to  lake 
into  consideration,  immediately,  the  very  peculiar  and  dis- 
tressing circumstances  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth  and  the 
County  aforesaid,  and  grant  them  such  further  relief  as 
their  necessities  so  evidently  demand." 

Read;  and,  upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Col.  Porter 
go  to  the  honourable  Board,  and  inquire  whether  they  have 
))assed  on  a  Resolve  ofthis  House,  of  the  4th  of  this  instant, 
for  appointing  General  Joseph  Frye  to  take  the  command 
of  the  Soldiers  stationed  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  tsic. 
Who  reported,  that  he  had  delivered  the  message. 

Joseph  Palmer,  Esquire,  came  down  from  the  Council 
Board,  and  said  that  the  Board  had  unanimously  non-con- 
curred the  Resolve  of  the  House  of  the  4th  of  this  instant, 
appointing  General  Joseph  Frye  to  take  the  command  of 
the  whole  of  the  men  stationed  in  the  County  of  Cumber- 
land. 

Colonel  Prescott  hrou'^lit  down  from  the  honourable 
Board  a  Letter  fiom  the  Conuiiittee  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  for  collecting  an  account  of  the  hostilities  com- 
mitted by  the  Ministerial  Troops  and  Navy  in  America, 
since  March  last,  the  number  and  value  of  the  Buildings 
destroyed  and  Vessels  seized. 
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"  In  Council,  November  7,  1775. 

"  Read,  and  Ordered,  That  Joseph  Palmer,  Esq.,  with 
such  as  the  lionourable  House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee 
to  collect  a  true  account  of  all  the  hostilities  committed  by 
the  Ministerial  Troops  and  Navy  within  this  Colony,  and 
the  evidences  of  the  truth  of  such  account,  agreeable  to 
the  above  Resolve  of  the  General  Congress;  and  that  the 
Committee  sit  in  the  recess  of  the  Court  for  the  above 
purpose." 

Colonel  Prcscott  brought  down  from  the  honourable 
Board  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  at  the  Continental  Con- 
gress to  Joseijh  Palmer,  Esq.     Read,  and  ordered  to  lie. 

The  Committee  for  considering  a  Resolve  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Militia  and  iMinute-Men  who  mustered  on  and 
about  the  19th  o(  April,  reported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  each  person,  whether  in  the  American 
Army  or  not,  who,  on  or  after  the  19th  of  April  last,  being 
then  a  Captain  or  other  Officer  of  this  Colony,  did,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  alarm  made  on  that  day,  march  from  home, 
with  the  command  of  any  Company  or  party  of  Minute- 
Men,  or  others,  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  against  the 
Ministerial  Troops,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  make 
lip  a  Roll  of  the  travel  and  service  of  himself  and  the  said 
men  under  his  command  who  did  not  enlist  into  the  Colony 
Army,  and  therein  exhibit  the  number  of  miles  which  each 
man  travelled  from  and  to  his  home,  at  one  penny  per 
mile  for  the  expense  of  travelling;  and  also  the  time  which 
each  man  was  in  service,  computing  from  the  time  he  left 
home  to  the  time  he  left  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  also 
allowing  one  day  for  each  twenty  miles  from  said  place  of 
rendezvous  to  his  home.  And  with  regard  to  such  men 
as  marched  as  aforesaid  and  enlisted  into  the  Army,  each 
Captain  or  other  Officer,  as  aforesaid,  is  respectively  di- 
rected to  exhibit  in  his  Roll  the  time  of  such  men's  ser- 
vice, computing  from  the  time  they  left  their  respective 
homes  to  the  time  tliey  enlisted  into  said  Army,  without 
exhibiting  their  travel,  as  that  is  already  ordered  to  be  in- 
serted in  the  Rolls  which  the  Officers  under  whom  such 
men  enlisted  are  directed  to  make  up  and  return. 

And  it  is  further  Ordered,  That  the  sums  of  the  Pay^ 
which  shall  be  inserted  in  such  Rolls,  for  the  service  of 
the  Oflicers  and  Privates,  shall  be  such  as  the  time  of  their 
respective  service  will  amount  to,  at  the  rates  following, 
that  is  to  say:  Captains  at  six  Pounds  per  month;  First 
Lieutenants  at  four  Pounds  ;  Second  Lieutenants  at  three 
Pounds,  ten  Shillings;  Sergeants  at  two  Pounds,  eight 
Shillings;  Corporals,  Fifers,  and  Drummers,  at  two  Pounds, 
four  Shillings;  and  Privates  at  two  Pounds  each  per  month, 
counting  twenty-eight  days  for  a  month;  and  that  the  said 
Rolls  shall  be  authenticated  by  the  oaths  of  the  Officers 
who  shall  make  them  up,  and  a  column  left  therein  to  in- 
sert proper  deductions  for  entertainment  received  from 
Innholders  and  others,  as  hereafter  provitled. 

Also  Resolved,  That  the  Captains  and  other  Officers 
aforesaid  be,  and  they  hereby  are  respectively  directed  to 
make  up  said  Rolls,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  lodge  them  in 
the  Secretary's  Office,  for  the  consideration  ofthis  Court ; 
and  the  payment  of  the  contents  of  all  the  said  Rolls  shall 
be  stayed,  until  the  Accounts  of  the  Innholders  and  others, 
who  alForded  entertainment  or  money,  to  bear  their  ex- 
penses, to  the  men  borne  on  said  Rolls,  in  their  march  to 
and  from  the  place  or  places  of  rendezvous,  shall  be  pre- 
ferred and  considered  by  this  Court;  and  all  persons  having 
such  demands  are  directed  to  exhibit  their  Accounts  to  this 
Court,  on  or  before  the  iiOth  day  of  December  next,  and 
such  sums  as  by  this  Court  shall  be  allowed  on  such  Ac- 
counts, for  the  entertainment  of  such  men,  respectively, 
shall  be  stopped  on  such  Rolls,  and  dediicted  out  of  tlie 
sums  which  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  the  men  borne  on 
such  Rolls  for  the  discharging  such  Accounts  ;  and  all  the 
Accounts  of  Innholders  or  others  who  afforded  entertain- 
ment to  the  said  Soldiers,  on  their  march  or  on  their  return 
home,  shall  be  vouched  by  the  receipts  of  such  Soldiers, 
or  of  the  Officers  under  whom  they  marched. 

And  it  is  further  Ordered,  That  all  such  persons  as 
marched,  upon  the  aforesaid  occasion,  and  continued  anv 
time  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  in  the  character  of 
Field-Officers,  whether  of  the  Militia  or  Minute-Men,  and 
who  did  not  enlist  into  the  Army,  be  allowed  and  directed 
to  make  up  the  Accounts  or  Rolls  of  their  service,  from 
the  time  they  severally  marched   from  home  to  the  time 
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ihey  arrived  at  their  respective  homes,  at  the  rates  follow- 
iiiff,  viz  :  Colonels,  twelve  Pounds;  Lieutenant-Colonels, 
nine  Pounds,  twelve  Shillings;  Majors,  eight  Pounds; 
and  Adjutants,  three  Pounds,  twelve  Shillings,  each,  per 
month  ;  and  lodge  them  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Court. 

And  whereas  some  of  the  men  who  marched  on  the 
alarm  aforesaid  to  the  places  of  rendezvous  did  from  thence 
return  to  their  homes,  without  leave  of  their  respective 
Officers : 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  this  Court  highly  disap- 
prove of  such  unjustifiahle  conduct,  vvheiehy  not  only  the 
lives  of  their  worthy  friends  and  fellow-countrymen  left  in 
the  field,  but  also  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  Country, 
were  greatly  endangered.  And  while  the  Court,  from  an 
aversion  to  censure  those  persons,  have  forborne  to  order 
them  to  be  discriminated  in  the  Muster-Roils,  it  is  expect- 
ed that  such  conduct  in  future  be  wholly  avoided  in  this 
Colony;  that  the  Officers  and  Privates  of  the  Militia  faith- 
fully attend  iheir  duty,  when  properly  called  thereto;  and 
that,  on  all  alarms,  each  person  repair  to  his  place  of  pa- 
rade, observe  orders,  and  never  quit  his  post,  until  regular- 
ly dismissed  ;  and  all  persons  who  in  future  shall  disobey 
this  Resolve,  will  make  it  indispensably  necessary  for  this 
Court,  as  well  as  Colony,  to  exercise  their  utmost  resent- 
ment against  them  therefor. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Resolves  be 
attested  by  the  Secretary,  and  that  Mr.  Pitts  procure  it  to 
be  printed  in  the  Cambridge,  fValertown,  and  Worcester 
Pjpers. 

In  Council,  yuvcmbcr  9,  1775;   Read  and  concurred. 

Wednesday,  November  8,  1775. 

A  Petition  of  John  fVorth  and  Enoch  Coffin,  in  behalf 
of  Edgartou-n,  on  the  Island  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  setting 
forth  iheir  exposed  situation,  and  praying  advice  and  direc- 
tion. Read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  IVhitney,  Mr.  Carpen- 
ter, and  Major  Ely. 

Major  Brooks  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Com- 
miltee  for  procuring  Wood  for  the  Army. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  a  Resolve 
for  the  more  expeditious  method  of  settling  Accounts  re- 
ported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Whereas  a  necessary  attention  to  the  more  important 
affairs  of  the  Government,  in  the  present  extraordinary 
times  of  difficulty  and  distress,  renders  it  impracticable  for 
this  House  to  receive  and  examine  the  numerous  Accounts 
now  daily  exhibited  against  the  Government,  agreeable  to 
the  mode  heretofore  usually  practised,  and  the  payment 
thereof  has  been  greatly  delayed,  to  the  detriment  of  in- 
dividuals, as  well  as  to  the  injury  of  the  credit  of  the  Go- 
vernment : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  Nathan  Cashing,  Esq.,  Mr. 
Wood,  Mr.  Barfec,  Mr.  Watson,  Major  Brooks,  Mr.  Web- 
ster, and  Captain  Lock,  be,  and  thi;y  hereby  are  appoint- 
ed a  Committee,  until  the  further  order  of  this  House,  to 
receive,  examine,  and,  in  behalf  of  this  House,  finally  to 
pass  upon  all  Accounts,  not  otherwise  commiited,  which 
shall  be  presented  to  them  for  payment  of  services  done 
and  articles  supplied,  by  order  of  Congress  or  the  General 
Court,  and  properly  vouched,  and  the  doings  of  said  Com- 
mittee shall  be  considered  as  valid  as  any  Vote  or  Resolve 
of  the  House  touching  said  Accounts,  as  well  in  the  recess 
of  the  Court  as  during  the  silting  of  the  same;  and  said 
(Jommittee,  or  any  four  of  them,  who  are  hereby  appoint- 
ed a  quorum,  are  directed  to  open  an  Office,  and  advertise 
the  publick  thereof  and  of  this  Resolve,  that  the  business 
may  be  constantly  attended  and  effectually  performed. 
And  said  Committee  are  further  directed  to  keep  in  a 
book  a  true  copy  of  all  .\ccounts  which  shall  be  passed 
by  them  and  sent  to  the  Board  for  concurrence  and  pay- 
ment, and  an  alphabet  thereto,  and  to  cause  the  same  to 
be  laid  before  the  House,  for  perusal  and  inspection,  once 
or  oftener  in  each  session,  as  the  House  shall  order. 

Also  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  directed  to  keep  such  Accounts  as  shall  be  passed  by 
said  Committee,  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  concurred 
and  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  honourable  Board,  in  sepa- 
rate files. 

Also  Resolved,  That  the  honourable  Council,  or  such 


Committee  of  Council  as  they  shall  appoint,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  empowered,  both  in  the  sitting  and  recess  of  the 
Court,  to  concur  such  Accounts  as  shall  have  been  passed 
by  the  Committee  aforesaid  ;  and  the  payment  of  said 
Accounts  thus  passed  and  concurred  shall  be  ordered  in 
the  manner  the  Charter  directs:  Provided,  always.  That 
the  foregoing  method  of  allowing  Accounts  shall  be  taken 
to  be  adopted  merely  from  the  necessity  of  the  present 
times,  and  not  considered  as  a  ])recedent  for  the  future. 

//(  Council,  November  10,  1775:  Read  and  concurred; 
and  Benjamin  Lincoln,  John  Taylor,  and  Benjamin  White, 
E^(js  ,  are  a  Committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  trans- 
act the  business  assigned  the  Committee  of  tlie  Board  in  the 
foregoing  Resolve. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the 
Rolls  for  the  Soldiers  on  the  Sea-Coasts  prepare  a  Re- 
solve for  making  up  said  Rolls  to  the  1st  of  November. 


The  Message  of  the  major  part  of  the  honourable  Coun- 
cil of  the  7th  of  this  instant  read  again,  and,  together 
with  the  two  Letters  therein  mentioned,  committed  to  'Mv. 
Speaker,  Major  Haudey,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Nye  of  Sand- 
U'ich,  and  Colonel  Orne,  who  are  directed  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  an  application  to  General  Washington. 

Another  Message  from  the  major  part  of  the  honourable 
Council,  of  the  3d  of  this  instant,  taken  up  again,  anil 
committed  to  the  same  Committee. 

The  Vote  of  Council  on  the  Letter  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Continental  Congress  for  collecting  an  account 
of  the  depredations  committed  by  the  Ministerial  Troops. 
Read  and  concurred;  and  Mr.  Cooper  and  Colonel 
Thompson  are  joined,  and  the  Committee  are  directed  to 
extend  their  inquiries  as  far  back  as  the  taking  place  of 
the  Port-Bdl. 

A  Letter  from  Joseph  Greenlenf,  Esq.,  in  behalf  of  the 
Post-Office  Commitlee,  asking  direction  for  the  regulation 
of  their  conduct.  Read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  Lovell. 
Major  Johnson,  and  Colonel  Sayer. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a 
Muster-Roll  for  the  Soldiers  stationed  on  the  Sea-Coast 
reported.     Read  and  accepted,  as  follows,  viz: 

In  oriler  that  the  Soldiers  on  the  Sea-Coasts  may  be 
conveniently  billeted,  and  enabled  to  provide  for  them- 
selves and  Aimilies  necessaries  for  the  ensuing  winter: 

Resolved,  That  the  Captains  of  those  Companies  on 
the  sea-coast  service  who  are  desirous  of  receiving  their 
Wages  before  the  term  of  their  enlistments  is  expired, 
have  liberty  to  make  up  the  Muster-Rolls  of  their  respec- 
tive Com|)anies  to  the  Ist  of  November,  instant,  express- 
ing each  man's  name,  rank,  time  of  enlistment,  time  in  the 
service,  pay  received,  balance  due,  each  in  separate  co- 
lumns ;  which  Muster-Roils,  being  attested  before  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  shall  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  for 
inspection  and  payment.  And,  also,  that  the  Selectmen 
and  others  who  have  had  the  care  of  billeting  said  Sol- 
diers, by  order  of  Congress,  have  liberty  to  exhibit  their 
Accounts  for  said  billeling  to  the  Ist  of  Novernber,  and 
lodge  the  same  in  the  OlHce  aforesaid  for  payment ;  and 
that  Mr.  Hopkins  procure  this  Resolve  to  be  printed  in 
the  Cambridge  Pajicr. 

In  Council,  November  9,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

A  Petition  of  John  Lane,  setting  forth  that  his  men  sta- 
tioned at  iiloncester  have  received  only  one  month's  Pay, 
and  are  needy;  therefore  praying  further  payment.  Read, 
and  committed  to  Cajitain  Poster,  Mr.  Batchelder.  and  Mr. 
Mighill. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Captain  Dix  be  of  the 
Committee  for  procuring  Wood  for  the  Army,  in  the  room 
of  Major  Brooks. 

Ordered,  That  .Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Colonel 
Orne,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  and  report  the  best 
method  of  procuring  Sulphur,  and  the  expediency  of  erect- 
ing Powder- Mills. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pitts  procure  an 
attested  copy  of  the  Act  for  encouraging  the  fitting  out 
Armed  Vessels  to  be  printed  in  the  Watertown  Ne\\spa\)eT. 

A  Report  on  the  Memorial  of  John  Pitts,  in  behalf  of 
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the  Town  of  Boston,  requesting  that  the  INIoney  and  other 
articles  of  Donations  that  were  given  for  the  relief  of  those 
who  suffered  hy  means  of  the  Port-Bill,  may  be  ordered 
into  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Boston. 
Read,  and  the  further  consideration  of  it  referred  to  ten 
o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Tliursday,  November  0,  1775. 
The  Committee  on  the  Message  from  the  major  part  of 
the  honourable  Council,  of  the  7ih  instant,  reported  an 
Answer  to  the  same,  as  follows  : 
May  it  please  your  Honotirs  : 

This  House  having  received  and  duly  considered  your 
message  of  the  7th  instant,  relative  to  the  full  and  ample 
l)0wers  with  which  you  have  atteujptcd  to  vest  General 
Joseph  Frye,  for  the  special  defence  of  the  Town  of  Fal- 
mouth and  that  vicinity,  beg  leave  to  observe  to  yonr  Hon- 
ours, that  this  House  have  before  taken  into  their  consider- 
ation the  very  peculiar  and  distressing  circumstances  of  the 
Town  of  Falmouth,  and  the  County  of  Cumbcrlaiul,  there- 
in recommended,  and  made  such  provision,  on  our  part, 
for  their  relief,  as  their  necessities  demanded,  in  the  re- 
solves passed  and  sent  to  your  Honours  for  concurrence 
on  the  4th  instant.  We  shall  be  at  all  times  ready  to  take 
such  further  measures,  on  our  part,  as  shall  appear  neces- 
sary to  succour  and  defend  any  part  of  this  Colony,  in  such 
a  way  as  is  consistent  with  the  present  Constitution  of  this 
Colony,  the  security  of  the  rights  of  our  constituents,  and 
the  dignity  of  their  Representatives. 

Read  and  accepted  ;  and  Ordered,  That  Major  Cross, 
Colonel  Grout,  Mr.  Pitts,  Captain  Partridge,  Mr.  Utory, 
Colonel  Thayer,  and  Colonel  Spaulding,  be  a  Committee 
to  wait  upon  the  major  part  of  the  honourable  Council 
with  the  same. 

The  Committee  to  wliom  was  committed  another  Mes- 
sage from  the  honourable  Board  reported. 
Read  and  accepted  :  and  thereupon. 
Ordered,   That   Mr.    Gerry,   Major  Ilawley,   Colonel 
Orne,  Colonel  Saycr,  Mr.  Ilojjl-ins,  Mr.  Partridge,  and 
Colonel  Thompson,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  the  major 
])art  of  the  honourable  Board  with  the  following  Message, 
viz: 
May  it  please  your  Honours  : 

This  House  have  considered  your  message  of  tlie  3d 
instant,  with  equal  candour  and  concern.  When  they  ob- 
serve, that  in  the  same  message  wherein  your  Honours 
intimate  that  you  judge  it  to  be  your  indispensable  duty  to 
maintain  a  claim  of  an  exclusive  right  of  appointing  mili- 
tary oflicers  in  this  Colony,  you  expressly  acknowledge, 
that  it  is  by  the  advice  and  countenance  of  the  honourable 
the  American  Congress  that  this  Colony  have  set  up  and 
now  exercise  the  powers  of  Government,  and  to  whose 
counsels  it  is  necessary  we  should  conform  ;  when  they 
also  consider  the  clearness  and  precision  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  said  lionourable  the  American  Congress,  of  the  18th 
of  July  last,  touching  the  method  of  appointing  military 
oflicers  "in  all  the  United  English  Colonies  in  North- 
America,"  and,  at  the  same  time,  recollect  that  this  Co- 
lony has  hitherto  considered  herself  as  one  of  them,  ever 
since  that  union  took  place,  they  are  constrained  to  be  of 
opinion  that  the  aforesaid  exclusive  claim  of  the  honour- 
able Council  is  altogether  indefensible,  in  any  consistency 
with  the  above  said  resolutions;  and  that  it  cannot  fail  to 
infer  dishonour  and  disgrace,  both  on  your  Honours  and  this 
House,  either  jointly  or  severally  to  make  an  application 
to  the  honourable  Congress  for  their  determination  on  the 
meaning  of  their  resolves,  and  the  justness  and  propriety 
of  your  Honours'  claim  above  mentioned,  as  will  imply  an 
imputation  on  that  honourable  body,  of  obscurity,  want  of 
correctness  and  precision  in  so  important  resolutions,  made 
for  all  the  said  Colonies,  which  appear  to  this  House  so 
plain  that  lie  who  I'uns  may  read. 

The  Conuniitee  on  the  Petition  of  John  Jf'orih  and 
Enoch  Cojjin,  in  behalf  of  the  Town  ol'  Eilgartown,  re- 
ported. 

Read,  and  Ordered,  That  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  Petition. 

The  Committee  for  considering  the  best  method  of  pro- 
curing Suljjhur  reported. 


Read  and  accepted ;  and  Resolved,  That  Major  Cross 
and  Captain  Greenleaf,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board 
shall  join,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  appointed  a  Commit- 
tee to  procure  thirty  tons  of  Sulphur,  in  such  way  as  they 
shall  judge  proper ;  and  if  that  quantity  cannot  be  pro- 
cured in  this  Colony,  to  hire  and  fix  out  a  small  vessel,  at 
the  expense  of  this  Government,  for  the  purpose  ol  ob- 
taining the  deficiency;  and  the  former  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  collect  Sulphur  are  directed  to  deliver  the  same  to 
the  persons  aforesaid,  and  to  cause  said  article,  as  they 
shall  procure  it,  to  be  transported  to  such  Town  or  Towns 
as  the  said  Committee  shall  think  proper,  and  there  stored 
for  the  purpose  of  being  manufactured  into  powder;  and 
they  are  further  directed  to  apply  to  this  Court  for  a  suffi- 
cient sum  of  money  to  answer  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

In  Council,  November  10,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

A  Petition  of  Samuel  Freeman,  in  behalf  of  the  Inha- 
bitants of  the  Town  of  Falmouth,  representing  their  dis- 
tresses, in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  that  Town 
by  the  enemy  ;  and  also  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Dean,  of  the 
same  place,  on  the  same  subject.  Read,  and  committed  to 
Colonel  Carpenter,  Captain  Stone,  Colonel  Lovcll,  Mr. 
Caldwell,  and  Deacon  Raivson. 

Mr.  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  a  Letter  from 
General  IVashington,  concerning  one  Smithwick.* 

Whereupon,  Ordered,  That  Major  Haivley  carry  the 
same,  together  with  sundry  papers,  and  some  money  there- 
with sent,  to  the  Board.  Who  returned,  that  he  had  de- 
livered the  message. 

Afternoon. 

Notice  being  given  to  the  House,  that  one  Mr.  Lewis, 
lately  oi.t  of  Boston,  was  come  up  by  request  of  General 
IVashington,  and  now  at  the  door.f 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Major  Haivley,  and  Cap- 
tain Batcheldcr,  be  a  Committee  to  make  such  inquiries 
of  him  as  they  think  proper,  and  report  to  this  House. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Orne,  Captain 
Vose,  and  Mr.  Putnam,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  of  a 
proper  place  for  erecting  a  Powder-Mill,  and  to  make  in- 
quiry for  some  suitable  person  to  build  the  same;  and  also 
for  some  suitable  person  to  be  employed  as  a  manufacturer 
of  the  article  of  Gunpowder,  and  to  consider  in  what  way 
the  business  may  be  most  advantageously  conducted,  and 
report. 

•  Colonel  Warren  : 

Sir:  A  Mr.  Smithwick,  now  at  Waterlown,  is  a  person  vvlio  at- 
tempted to  get  letters  and  a  boj.t  into  Boston.  His  trunk,  at  Mistick, 
has  a  guard  over  it.  'Tis  tlie  general  desire  he  should  be  sent  to  Head- 
Quarters,  under  the  Sergeant  and  men  who  are  now  with  Mr.  C'oz. 

B}'  his  Excellency's  command,  Robert  H.  Harrison, 

Aid-de-Ca/np  1o  his  Excellency. 

In  Council,  November  9,  1775 :  Read  ;  and  Ordered,  That  the  said 
Smithwick  be  immsdiately  apprehended  and  sent  to  Head-Quarters,  in 
Cambridge,  to  wait  tlic  order  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington. 
Perez  Morton,  Deputy  Secretary. 

t  Cambridge,  November  9,  1775. 

biR  A  Mr  Leu  is,  who  kit  Dii-:ton  jL^ittiday  afternoon,  informs  me 
that  on  II  I  milt  u(  tin  s  irtit^  of  wiiu  1  lud  provisions  in  that  place, 
Generil  //  ,  I  i  .  I  |i  li  lii  d  suing  such  of  the  iuhabi- 
tauts  as     r  I        I   I      I     \      il       I  I     ^ive  in  their  names,  and  a 

list  of  tl.  .1     II  II  I         thisdiy 

As  th  I  I     I  I  w  iHi  tliese  people,  to  prevent  a 

commui  I  lid  tliL   pioper  care  of  them  when 

out    ar  I    iinpoitance,  I  submit  them  to  the 

con-id  1  I   idy  before  its  recess ;  and  if  the 

lionourill     1  idjouin,  I  must  also  recommend 

to  voui  itt  iiti  I    r     IS  of  constituting  some   court, 

before  whom  all    |  i  suspected  to  be  mimical,  to  4me. 

Ilea  sliould  b^  I  1  ition.     My  time  is  so  much  taken 

up  «  ith  militar}    ill  i      i  i  npossible  for  me  to  pay  a  proper 

attention  to  till  s  iiiittis  1  lu  K  u  ill  be  sent  to  you,  amongst  others, 
a  Jamrs  Smithu  ick,  who,  fioin  an  inteicepted  lettri,  appears  to  have 
lesohed  to  git  into  Boiton  Thcie  is  a  small'trunk  belonging  to  him 
now  in  my  possL>>sion,  which  contiins  iii  gold  and  siher  about  fifty 
Pounds  lawful  monej ,  w Inch  it  is  probable  he  intended  to  carry  in 
w  ith  him  The  ow  nei  and  C  iptaiii  of  a  small  coaster,  put  into  Beverly, 
in  distuss,  bound  from  Botlun  to  Noia  Scotia,  will  appear  before  y oil. 
Thcj  hive  oaiiit,d  on  a  trade  of  supplying  Z?os(on  with  provisions, 
iJtL  ,  foi  some  time  I  beg  Lavt  to  ittci  them  to  >oui  examination  ; 
and  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

rr,,        Tl  7-  Ttr  C!  1  t   -  GeORGE  WASHINGTON. 

The  Hon.  James  Warren,  .Speaker,  &c. 

P.  S.  Smithwick's  trunk  will  be  sent  to  you  with  him. 

November  9th,  1775  :  By  the  major  part  of  the  Council  read  ;  and, 
after  consideration  of  Jonathan  Ritchie  tj-  Son,  the  owner  and  Captain 
of  the  small  coaster  within  mentioned.  Ordered,  That  they  be  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  jail  in  Salem,  in  the  County  of  Essex,  to  be  held  in 
close  confinement,  unless  they  give  bonds,  with  sufHcient  sureties,  for 
the  liberty  of  the  yard  :  and  that  a  mittimus  go  to  the  keeper  of  said 
jail  accordingly.  Pef.ez  Morton,  Deputy  Secretary, 
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On  llie  Petition  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  Ilcncley,  Esq.,  in 
belialf  of  the  Selectmen  and  Committee  of  Correspondence 
of  Northampton* 

Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Tsorth- 
nmpton  be,  and  they  hereby  are  empowered  and  directed 
to  procure,  at  the  expense  of  this  Colony,  such  clothing  as 
they  siiall  find  to  be  of  absolute  necessity  for  the  Midship- 
men, Officers,  and  Privates,  mentioned  in  the  above  Peti- 
tion, and  lay  llieir  Accounts  of  such  disbursements  before 
the  Court,  for  allowance  and  payment. 

Ill  Council,  November  10,  1775:    Read  and  concurred. 

On  the  Petition  of  Nonh  Ltc,-f  Resolveil,  That  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  of  this 
Colony,  unto  the  said  Nonh  Lee,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-two  Pounds,  fourteen  Shillings,  and  one  Penny, 
in  full  discharge  of  his  Muster-Roil  which  has  been  sworn 
to  by  him,  he  having  produced  and  filed  in  this  Court 
orders  from  his  several  men  to  receive  the  same  for  their 
use,  and  the  Treasurer  is  hureby  ordered  to  pay  the  same 
accordingly. 

lu  Council,  November  10,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  on  the  Estates  of  Refuges  reported. 
Read  and  accepted,  as  follows  : 

Whereas  there  are  a  number  of  persons  in  the  several 
Towns  in  this  Colony,  that  have  left  Estates,  both  real  and 
personal,  and  have  taken  refuge  in  Boston  and  elsewhere, 
and  joined  themselves  to  our  inveterate  and  unnatural  ene- 
mies, and  thereby  rendered  themselves  justly  odious  to  all 
true  friends  in  this  Colony  :   therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  and  Committees  of  Cor- 
respondence in  the  several  Towns  where  such  Estates  may 
be  found,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  empowered  to  take  into 
their  care  all  such  personal  Estates,  and  suffer  no  waste  to 
be  made  thereof,  and  to  sell  or  dispose  of  all  such  Stock 
as  cannot  be  kept  on  such  Estates  by  leason  of  the  scar- 
city of  fodder;  and  to  take  care  of  all  the  produce,  and 
dispose  of  the  same  to  the  best  advantage,  wherever  it 
may  be  found  on  such  Farms  or  Estates,  except  such 
as  are  improved  for  the  immediate  use  of  the  Colony  or 
Continent ;  and  that  the  said  Selectmen  and  Committees 
continue  their  care  of  all  such  personal  Estate  and  produce 
as  they  shall  not  dispose  of,  and  keep  an  account  of  their 
doings  thereon,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court,  and 
lay  their  accounts  before  tliem  when  required  ;  and  that 
Mv.fVatson  procure  this  to  be  printed  in  the  several  News- 
papers of  this  Colony. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  Accounts  for  the  Continental  Congress  be  ex- 
cused from  further  attendance  on  that  service. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  (icrry,  Captain 
Partridge,  Colonel  Forlcr,  Mr.  Story,  and  Mv.Lothrop, 
be  a  Committee  to  prepare  Accounts  as  soon  as  may  be, 
to  be  laid  before  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Boston  reported.      Read  and  acce[)ted. 

Whereas  this  Court,  on  the  16th  and  24th  days  of  ^k- 
gust  last,  passed  two  Resolves,  empowering  ».Sa?;»«e/^'/ams, 

»  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  and  Committee  of  Correspondence  of 
tlio  Town  of  Northampton,  in  the  County  o(  Hampshire,  most  humbly 
slioweth  :  That,  in  August  last,  alioul  eleven  midslUpmen  and  other 
officerB,  and  about  twenty-eiglit  private  men,  were  sent  by  order  of  the 
honoural>le  Council  to  the  said  Town  of  Northampton,  fox  safekeeping, 
and  by  the  order  under  wliich  they  were  broujjht  to  the  said  Town. 
May  it  please  your  Honours,  th.it  as  tho  cold  scusou  is  now  advancing, 
several  of  the  said  officers  and  privates  must  sulVer  extremely,  unless 
they  should  be  provided  with  some  articles  of  clothing,  either  at  the 
publick  expense  or  by  the  charity  of  individuals.  The  Selectmen  and 
Committee  humbly  pray  the  order  of  this  Court,  instructing  them 
wiiat  to  do  for  the  supply  of  such  clothing  to  tho  persons  aforesaid,  as 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  their  extreme  sufferings  in  the  ap. 
preaching  cold  season  ;  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  over  pray. 

t  Petition  of  North  Lee  humbly  showeth  :  That  lie  entered  into  the 
service  of  this  Colony,  as  a  Oiiptain  undi  r  Colcn-  I  .1i  tmhl,  m  the  late 
expedition   against  the  garrisons   of  Tin, , i, h  i  <,'_;, ,   .md  Cinirn  I'oiiit ; 

that  he  was  at  the  taking  of  them,  and   mn  i d   linn    iii  artual  ser. 

vice  till  the  5th  day  of  August  last,  when,  a-  :,|i|i.  ir-;  l.y  llio  annexed 
paper,  which  contains  the  general  orders  of  tlial  day,  your  memo- 
rialist, in  common  with  others  on  that  service,  was  dismissed.  Your 
memorialist  begs  leave  to  refer  your  Honours  to  tho  account  of  Colonel 
Arnold,  exhibited  to  this  Court,  for  what  is  duo  to  him,  and  which  is 
there  credited.  He  earnestly  requests  your  Honours  to  pay  attention 
to  his  petition,  and  grant  him  tlio  sum  credited  in  Colonel  Arnold's 
account,  as  he  lives  at  so  great  a  distance  from  any  communication 
wifh  the  Court,  that  it  wciuld  bo  extremely  expensive  to  your  meino- 
riilihl  to  make  another  application;  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever 
pr..y. 


Joseph  Palmer,  jSIoses  Gill,  Esqs.,  Captain  Thatcher, 
Colonel  Barrett,  Mr.  Durfte,  and  Colonel  Cutt,  a  Con> 
mitlee  to  receive  all  such  Donations  as  may  be  sent  by  the 
humane  and  charitable  in  this  or  any  other  Colony,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  sufferers  by  means  of  the  Boston  Port- 
Bill,  and  to  distribute  the  same  among  the  sufferers,  ac- 
cording to  their  best  discretion,  they  to  be  accountable  to 
this  Court.  And  whereas  the  major  part  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Donations,  chosen  by  the  Town  of  Boston,  for  tho 
receiving  the  Donations  aforesaid,  and  distributing  them 
among  the  necessitous  of  that  Town,  are,  since  the  passing 
the  resolves  aforesaid,  come  out  of  Boston,  and  the  Dona- 
tions aforesaid  are  more  likely  to  he  distributed  in  a  just 
and  equitable  manner  by  those  who  must  be  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston,  than  strangers  can  be :  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Adams,  Joseph  Pal- 
mer, Moses  Gill,  Es(ps.,  Captain  Thatcher,  Colonel  Bai'- 
rctl,  Mr.  Durfee,  and  Colonel  Cutt,  pay  and  deliver  into 
the  hands  of  John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  Thomas 
Cashing,  David  Jewries,  William  GrcenlcaJ]  John  Broun, 
Captain  IVilliam  Mackay,  Mr.  Jonathan  JMason,  Captain 
Edward  Proctor,  Henry  Hill,  John  Avery,  Jun.,  Benja- 
min Austin,  Esquires,  Gibbins  Sharp,  and  Thomas  Crafts, 
the  major  part  of  the  Committee  of  Donations  appoint- 
ed by  tlie  Town  of  Boston,  that  are  now  out  of  the  same 
Town,  or  the  major  part  ol  them,  the  balance  that  remains 
in  their  hands  of  all  Donations  they  have  received,  since 
their  appointment  aforesaid,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  suf- 
ferers by  means  of  the  Boston  Port-Bill,  to  be  by  them 
distributed  among  such  sufferers,  according  to  their  best 
discretion,  they  to  be  accountable  to  this  Court. 

In  Council,  November  10,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Friday,  November  10,  1775. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Benjamin  Ames  and 
Nathaniel  Gage,  in  behalf  of  a  number  of  Officers  who 
suffered  loss  at  the  battle  on  Bunker's  Hill,  made  report. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  I\lr  Eilis,  Captain  Stone, 
and  Deacon  Rawson,  be  a  Committee  to  make  inquiry  into 
the  losses  of  the  Petitioners,  and  others  who  are  within 
the  same  predicament,  procure  proper  vouchers,  and  report 
at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Court. 

Ordered,  ThiLl  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  lay  on  the  ta- 
ble the  Bill  for  encouraging  the  fitting  out  of  Armed  Vessels. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  I\Iajor  IJaicley,  Mr. 
Mills,  and  Colonel  Grout,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  of 
a  meet  establishment  for  those  General  Officers  who  have 
been  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  and  report. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  INIr.  Story,  Mr.  Gerry, 
and  Colonel  Ornc,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  this  Com-t's  taking  any  measures  for  the  security 
of  Dr.  Church,  if  General  IVashirgton  should  dismiss  him, 
and  report. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Story  go  to  the  honourable  Board, 
and  desire  that  the  Letter  fiom  General  Washington,  di- 
rected to  the  Speaker,  and  carried  up  yesterday,  may  be 
sent  down. 

Walter  Spooner,  E<q.,  bi ought  down  the  same  accord- 
ingly. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  ]\Ir.  Cooper,  Colonel 
Porter,  and  .Mr.  Pitts,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  what 
precautions  are  proper  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread- 
ing of  the  Small-l'ox,  by  moans  of  persons  coming  out  from 
the  Town  of  Boston,  and  what  provision  is  requisite  to  be 
made  for  transporting  into  the  country  such  persons  as  may 
come  out,  who  are  unable  to  transport  themselves. 

The  Secretary,  agreeable  to  order,  laid  on  the  table  the 
Act  for  encouraging  the  fitting  out  Armed  Vessels. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Captain 
Bdtrhclder,  and  Mr.  Ilnwson,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in 
a  Resolve  einpowering  any  person  to  make  captures  of  all 
Vessels  within  the  predicament  of  those  made  liable  to  be 
taken  by  an  .\ct  for  encouraging  the  fitting  out  Armed 
Vessels. 

A  I'etition  of  John  Hunt  and  others,  representing  an  un- 
reasonable advantage  taken  of  the  Farmer,  by  those  who 
have  contracted  to  supply  the  Army  with  Beef.  Read, 
and  committed  to  -Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr.  Perry,  and  Colonel 
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Grout,  who  are  directed  to  consider  the  same,  and  report 
at  tlie  next  meeting  of  this  Court. 

On  the  Petition  of  Thomas  GouUI,  RcsohcJ,  Tjjat  tlie 
Scliooner  IVilliams,  belonging;  to  John  Price,  formerly  of 
Salem,  in  this  Colony,  now  at  Halifax,  (a  Tory  of  the  first 
magnitude,)  together  with  her  apjnMtenances  and  cargo,  be 
detained  in  the  hands  and  under  the  care  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence  of  the  Town  of  Chatham,  till  the 
further  order  of  this  Court. 

//(  Council,  November  10,  1775  :   Read  and  concurred. 

The  House  gave  leave  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of 
the  Town  o( Salem,  and  also  to  George  Armstrong,  to  with- 
draw their  Petitions. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Samuel  Freeman 
repoited.      Read  and  accepted. 

Whereas,  by  tlie  late  unparalleled  inhumanity  of  the 
British  Forces,  in  burning  the  greatest  part  of  the  buildings 
in  the  Towa  of  Falmouth,  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
Town  are  reduced  to  great  distress  and  want,  and  stand  in 
need  of  immediate  relief:   therefore, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  |)aid  out  of  the 
public'^  Treasury  of  tliis  Colony,  to  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman, 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  Poinids,  to  be  applied  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  indigent,  and  suffering  people  of  tliat 
Town,  by  the  said  Freeman,  in  conjunction  with  the  Select- 
men and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  said  Town,  if  any  there 
be.  Application  thereof  to  be  made  by  them  in  such  a 
manner  as  they  may  judge  most  prudent,  to  such  persons 
as  they  may  think  stand  most  in  need  of  it;  they  to  be 
accountable  to  this  Court  for  the  same. 

In  Council,  November  10,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Porter,  Mr.  Cooper,  and  Colo- 
nel Orne,  bring  in  a  Resolve  for  protracting  the  Commis- 
sion of  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony,  at  the  Continental 
Congress,  to  the  last  day  oi'  January  next. 

Afternoon. 

Ujjon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  IVcbster  go  to  the 
honoural  le  Board,  and  desire,  if  they  have  any  matters  to 
lay  before  the  House,  that  they  would  communicate  them, 
as  the  House  would  propose  to  rise  soon.  He  returned, 
that  he  had  delivered  the  message. 

James  Prcscolt,  Esq.,  came  down  from  the  honourable 
Board,  and  informed  the  House  that  they  had  matters  of 
importance  before  t'lem,  which  they  would  speedily  com- 
municate. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Major  iWoof/y  be  of  the 
Committee  to  take  a  view  of  Gloucester  Harbour,  in  tlie 
room  of  Mr.  Rice. 

JValtcr  Spooner,  Esq.,  brouglit  down  from  the  honour- 
able Board  a  number  of  Letters,  which  were  found  on 
board  a  V'essel  late  from  Coik,  \n  Ireland,  laken  and  brought 
into  Bevirhj;  which  were  read  and  returned. 

Tlie  Secretary  came  into  the  House,  and  read  the  follow- 
iii"  Message  : 

=  =  "Coniicil  Cliaml,"r,  November  10,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

"  Your  message  of  yesterday,  relative  to  the  appointment 
of  military  officers,  has  been  considered  by  the  Council  with 
candour,  as  they  presume,  and  certainly  with  a  deep  con- 
cern that  a  controversy  of  this  nature  should  be  raised  and 
continued  at  a  time  of  the  most  imminent  danger,  when 
our  all  is  at  stake,  and  when  union  and  stability  of  counsels 
and  actions  are  particularly  necessary  to  the  preservation 
of  our  remaining  sea-ports  against  the  (lej)redations  of  our 
enemies.  Tiie  Council  are  not  contending  for  victory  in 
this  case:  they  would  wish  to  be  vanquished,  if  the  hon- 
ourable American  Congress  would  permit  it.  They  have 
very  high  conceptions  of  the  wisdom  of  that  august  body, 
and  have  never  considered  them  a  body  of  obscurity,  nor 
imputed  to  them  want  of  correctness  and  precision;  but 
being  composed  of  fallible  men,  though  wise,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  some  of  their  resolutions  may  not  be  so  plain  to 
others  as  to  the  honourable  House,  who  perhaps  can  read 
as  they  run.  The  Council  have  not  discernment  enough 
to  be  apprehensive  of  dishonour  and  disgrace  by  an  appli- 
cation in  this  case  to  the  honourable  Congress;  if  the  hon- 
ourable Hou?e  have  such  fears,  they  may  avoid  the  charge: 
if  they  have  not,  the  Council  would  wish  for  such  a  joint 


application  as  was  proposed  in  their  message  of  the  3d 
instant. 

"  The  Council  iiave  considered  the  resolve  of  the  hon- 
ourable American  Congress  of  June  the  9th  past,  in  which 
it  recommended  to  this  Colony  to  conform,  as  near  as  may 
be,  to  the  spirit  and  substance  of  the  Charter,  to  choose 
Representatives,  which  Representatives  or  Assembly  should 
elect  Counsellors,  which  Assembly  and  Council  should  ex- 
ercise the  powers  of  Government  until  a  Governour  of  His 
Majesty's  appointment  will  consent  to  govern  the  Colony 
according  to  its  Charter.  They  have  also  considered  their 
resolve  of  the  IStli  oi  July  past,  wherein  it  is  recommend- 
ed to  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  United  English  Colonics, 
to  regulate  their  Militia  in  such  manner  as  is  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and,  among  other  things,  it  is  therein  recommended, 
that  all  officers,  above  the  rank  of  a  Captain,  be  appointed 
by  their  respective  Provincial  Assemblies  or  Conventions, 
and  that  all  officers  be  commissioned  by  the  said  Provin- 
cial Assemblies  or  Conventions,  or,  in  their  recess,  by  the 
Committees  of  Safely  appointed  by  said  Assemblies  or 
Conventions. 

"  The  first  of  these  resolves  specially  respected  this  Colo- 
ny, and  this  only;  the  other  was  a  general  resolve,  and  did 
not  mention  the  Colony.  The  Council  considered  them- 
selves bound  by  the  first  to  exercise  the  powers  of  Govern- 
ment as  near  as  might  be  to  the  spirit  and  substance  of  the 
Charter;  and  we  presume  the  honourable  House,  on  the  7th 
of  August  past,  considered  it  in  the  same  point  of  view,  or 
they  would  not  have  recommended  to  the  Board  to  make 
ap|K)intments  for  military  service.  The  other  resolve  being 
general,  and  this  Colony  not  specially  mentioned  therein, 
the  Council  presume  was  not  intended  in  the  case  of  ap- 
pointments and  commissionating  military  oflicers  to  afTcct 
this  Colony,  or  in  this  case  to  repeal  the  first  of  said  re- 
solves, and  the  Council  have  appointed  and  commissiona- 
ted  as  con.'brmable  as  may  be  to  said  first  resolve,  without 
any  intimation  of  complaint  fi-om  the  honourable  House,  in 
their  late  sitting,  nor  till  very  lately  in  their  |iresent. 

"The  Council  may  truly  boast  a  firm  attachment  to  the 
natural  rights  of  men  ;  and  if  there  is  an  incompatibility 
between  those  rights  and  the  Charter  Constitution  of  this 
Colony,  the  Council  can  only  lament  their  being  bound  to 
the  observation  of  such  a  Constitution;  but,  considering 
themselves  thus  bound,  they  have  religiously  observed  the 
same,  in  order  to  preserve  the  union  of  the  Colonies  ;  but  as 
the  continuing  this  controversy  will  expose  to  our  merciless 
enemies  this  distressed  Country,  especially  upon  the  sea- 
coast,  for  want  of  a  vvell-reguhiled  Militia,  the  Council  do 
most  ardently  desiie  that  the  honourable  House  would  ex- 
plicity  order  their  claim  to  subside  for  the  present,  or  point 
out  some  other  mode  of  proceeding,  by  which  the  IVIilitia 
may  be  immediately  settled,  and  our  Country  saved  from 
impending  ruin." 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry  go  to  the 
honourable  Board,  and  projjose  their  sending  the  Letters, 
just  communicated,  to  the  American  Congress,  after  the 
"General  shall  have  perused  them.  Who  returned,  that  he 
had  delivered  the  message. 

The  Secretary  came  into  the  House  with  the  following 
^^^^^^Se  :  ,.  c„,„eil  Chan^bor,  November  10,  1775.  ' 

'^Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

"  How  far  the  honourable  House  can  be  justified  in  say- 
ing that  they  have  made  such  provision  for  the  relief  of 
the  Town  of  Falmouth,  and  County  of  Cumberland,  as 
their  necessities  demand,  in  the  resolve  which  passed  and 
was  sent  up  the  4tli  instant,  when,  at  the  time  of  pass- 
ing that  resolve,  the  honourable  House  must  have  known 
that,  consistent  with  your  own  explanation  of  the  present 
Constitution  of  this  Colony,  the  resolve  could  not  be  con- 
curred by  the  Council,  and  they  discharge  tlieirduty  to  the 
publick;  and  how  far  such  provision  for  the  relief  of  the 
real  wants  and  necessities  of  our  distressed  brethren  will 
exceed  that  of  saying  to  the  naked,  be  ye  clothed,  and 
to  the  hungry,  be  ye  filled,  we  leave  to  the  suggestions  of 
your  own  minds. 

"  While  the  Council  observe  with  pleasure  a  resolution 
now  formed  by  the  honourable  House,  to  afford  that  neces- 
sary succour  and  defence  to  any  part  of  this  Colony, 
which  is  within  your  province  to  grant,  consistent  with  the 
present  Constitution   thereof,  they  cannot  but  lament  that 


MASSACHUSETTS  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  NOVEMBER,  1775. 


1515 

so  salutary  a  resolution  had  not  been  foruied  and  received 
as  the  rule  of  action  bv  the  honourable  House,  previous  to 
your  adojUin-  those  resolves  o(  the  4th  current,  in  which 
vou  have  atrempted  to  clothe  your  substitute  with  that 
power,  and  delegate  to  him  that  authority  which,  by  the 
jjiescnt  Constitution  of  this  Colony,  is  incontestably  lodged 
in  another  branch  of  the  General  Court,  and  that  you 
should  be  led  to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  there- 
with, as  another  line  of  conduct  more  consistent  with  our 
present  Constitution  might  have  prevented  all  debat^e  on 
this  subject  between  the  honourable  Board  and  the  Coun- 
cil, and  that  anxiety  in  the  minds  of  the  Council,  lest  a 
delay,  thus  etlected,  to  support  our  distressed  brethren  in 
the  Town  of  Falmouth,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  ihereul, 
sliould  prove  their  ruin. 

"The  Council  renew  their  rcfinest  that  the  honourable 
House  would  commiserate  the  distresses  of  our  friends  in 
the  County  of  Cumberland,  and  grunt  such  further  relief  to 
them  as  their  iiecesiilies  require.  You  may  depend  on 
a  due  concurrence  of  the  Council  in  such  measures,  and 
that  they  will,  not  from  a  conviction  that  their  exclusive 
claim  of  appointing  Militia  oflicers  is  erroneous,  but  from 
the  apparent  necessity  that  immediate  provision  should  be 
made  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  the  Town  of  Fal- 
mouth, and  County  of  Cumberland,  in  this  instance  (and 
that  it  be  not  considered  as  a  precedent  in  future)  join  with 
the  honourable  House  in  appointing  by  ballot  an  officer  to 
take  the  command  of  the  forces  raised  for  the  defence  of 
the  sea-coast,  and,  when  necessary,  call  together  and  com- 
mand the  Militia  when  assembled  in  said  County." 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Resolve,  em- 
jiowering  any  persons  to  make  captures  of  Vessels  in  certain 
cases,  reported.    Read  and  accejjted,  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  by  a  law  of  this  Colony,  made  in  the  present 
session  of  the  General  Court,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  encou- 
raging the  fixing  out  of  Armed  Vessels  to  defend  the  Sea- 
Coast  of  America,  and  for  erecting  a  Court  to  try  and  con- 
demn all  Vessels  that  shall  he  found  infesting  the  same,"  it 
is  provided  that  all  Vessels  which  shall  be  brought  into  this 
Colony,  and  proved  to  be  the  property  of,  or  any  ways 
employed  by,  the  enemies  of  the  United  American  Colo- 
nies, or  for  supplying  the  said  enemies,  shall,  with  their 
appurtenances  and  cargoes,  be  deemed  forfeited,  and  dis- 
posed of  as  by  said  act  is  ordered  and  directed  ;  and  no 
provision  being  therein  made  for  captors  not  legally  com- 
missioned therefor,  wlio  in  certain  cases  ought  to  meet 
with  all  necessary  encouragement. 

Resolved,  That  when  and  so  often  as  it  shall  appear  to 
the  Judge  of  any  Court  by  said  act  provided,  that  any 
V'essel  or  Vessels,  which  shall  be  by  such  Court  con- 
denmedjhave  been  taken  by  any  inhabitants  of  the  Lnited 
American  Colonies  within  thirty  leagues  of  the  American 
shore,  in  that  case  it  shall  be  lawful,  and  such  Judge  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  lo  award  to  the  captors 
the  amount  of  what  such  Vessel  or  Vessels,  with  their 
cargoes  and  appurtenances,  shall  produce,  after  deducting 
the  charges  of  trial  and  condemnation,  and  also  the  She- 
riff's fees  for  sale  at  iiublick  auction,  in  the  same  manner 
as  would  have  been  done  had  such  captors  been  commis- 
sioned with  letters  of  maniue  and  repii-al  by  any  of  tlie 
Colonies  aforesaid. 

In  Council,  ]\'ovember  11,  1775:   Head  and  concurred. 

Upon  a  motion,    Ordered,  That   Mr.   Speaker,   Major 

Ilawley,  Colonel  Porter,  iMr.  (iernj,  and   Mr.  Cashing, 

be  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  two  Messa- 

"cs  brought  this  day  from  the  honourable  Council. 

The  Committee  for  considering  of  a  meet  e-^lablishment 
for  those  General  Oflicers  who  have  been  in  the  service  of 
this  Colony  reported.     Read,  and  not  accepted. 


Samuel  Ilolun,  Escp,  brought  down  a  Memorial  from 
James  Li/on,  C^luiirman  of  the  Committee  of  Safely  of 
jMachias,  setting  forth  their  exertions  in  the  common  cause, 
their  expectations  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy,  and  pray- 
ing the  Court  to  grant  them  some  I'owder  for  tiieir  defence. 
Read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Story,  Colonel  Smith,  and 
y\v.IIabbard. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  uhat  is  proper  to 
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be  done  relative  to  the  Poor  of  Boston,  expected  from 
thence,  and  to  ])revent  the  spreading  of  the  Small-Pox, 
rejjorted.      Read  and  accepted. 

Whereas  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  o(  Boston,  who, 
with  their  effects,  have  been  hitherto  detained  by  General 
Cai(c  and  his  successor,  contrary  to  agreement  and  the 
most  solemn  engagement,  are  now  expected  out  of  said 
Town :   therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Crafts,  Captain  Edward 
Froclor,  and  Mr.  Isaac  Pierce,  be,  and  hereby  are  appoint- 
ed a  Committee  of  this  Court,  with  full  power  to  procure, 
upon  the  credit  of  this  Colony,  sufficient  teams  to  carry 
those  persons  who  are  not  able  to  remove  themselves  and 
their  effects  to  such  Towns  as  they  apprehend  lo  be  most 
suitable  and  convenient  to  receive  them,  in  the  County  of 
Hampshire  or  elsewhere,  which  have  not  as  yet  received 
the  proportion  of  those  sufferers  assigned  them  by  a  Re- 
solve of  Congress  passed  the  1st  oi  May  last,  allowing  for 
the  hire  of  these  teams  at  the  rate  of  twelve  Pence  a  ton 
per  mile ;  and  that  said  Committee  also  jjrovide  necessarj' 
support  for  said  Poor,  to  the  places  of  destination.  And 
if  it  should  be  found  difficult  to  remove  those  Poor  to  the 
respeciive  Towns  to  which  they  shall  be  assigned,  the 
Commiitee  are  in  such  case  to  recommend  to  the  Select- 
men of  the  Towns  they  may  be  sent  to,  that  they  assist  in 
removing  said  Poor  to  the  place  of  their  destination,  unless 
it  should  be  convenient  for  them  to  remain  in  such  Town. 
And  whereas  this  Court  is  informed  that  the  Small-Pox 
is  now  in  Boston, 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  aforesaid 
be,  and  hereby  are  strictly  enjoined  to  make  use  of  every 
precaution,  by  smoking,  cleansing,  airing,  and  detaining 
pel  sons  or  effects,  as  they  may  judge  necessary  lo  |)revent 
a  communication  of  that  distemper  to  the  Army  and  Inha- 
bitants of  this  Colony,  at  so  important  a  crisis  as  the  pre- 
sent :  and  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds  be  paid, 
out  of  the  Colony  Treasury,  by  Henry  Gardner,  Esq., 
Recei\er-General,  to  said  Committee,  to  enable  them  to 
defray  the  necessary  expenses  aforesaid,  they  to  be  ac- 
countable to  this  Court. 

In  Council,  ISovember  11,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 
The  Committee  on  the   Message   from  the  honourable 
Board  reported.     Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Grout,  Deacon   Rauson,  and 
Mr.  Story,  be  a  Committee  to  wait   on    the    honourable 
Council,  w^itli  the  following  Message: 
May  it  please  your  Honours  : 

The  House  propose  to  the  honourable  Board,  at  tuchc 
o'clock,  this  day,  by  joint  ballot  with  them,  to  conic  to  the 
choice  of  some  suitable  jierson  to  such  service  and  com- 
mand in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  as  is  expressed  in  a 
message  from  the  honourable  Council  to  this  House  of  the 
7th  instant  ;  which  jierson,  w  hen  chosen,  shall  be  accord- 
iimh'  commissioned  by  the  honourable  Council. 

The  Committee  on  Colonel  Arnold's  Accounts  have 
examined  Captain  Xoble's  Pay-Roll,  and  find  that  the  said 
Arnold  has  charged  this  Colony  with  said  Coble's  Pay- 
lioll,  and  has  received  the  whole  thereof.  It  further  ap- 
pears, that  the  balance  due  lo  said  y,ol>lc,  which  the  said 
Arnold  has  received,  amounts  to  tliirly-six  Pounds,  five 
Shillings,  and  five  Pence.  And  as  it  appears  that  the  said 
ISoblc  and  his  men  are  in  great  want  of  their  money,  and 
the  said  Arnold  is  now  in  the  Continental  service,  and 
cannot  at  present  be  come  at,  lo  pay  the  sum  he  received 
for  the  use  of  ihe  said  Noble  and  his  Company  :  therefore. 
Resolved ,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid,  by  the  1'rea- 
surer  of  this  Colony,  to  the  said  Cajitain  Noble,  the  sum 
of  thirty-six  Pounds,  five  Shillings,  and  five  Pence,  being 
the  full  balance  of  his  Muster-Roll;  he  giving  security  to 
pay  the  several  men  made  up  in  his  Musier-Roll  the  seve- 
ral sums  due  to  them. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  this  Cunt  prefer  to 
General  Washington  a  charge  of  the  sum  alijivsald  against 
the  said  Arnold,  that  a  stoppage  of  so  much  as  is  before 
ordereil  to  be  paid  to  said  Noble  may  be  made,  fur  the 
benefit  of  the  Continent. 

Moses  Gill,  Es(].,  brought  down,  with  aiiiendinenls.  the 
Resolve  of  the  House  on  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of 
Congress,  for  collecting  an  account  of  depredations  made 
by  the  Ministerial  'I'roops. 


1517 


MASSACHUSETTS  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEiXTATIVES,  NOVEMBER,  \"c 


151S 


Head  and  non-concurred;  and  tlie  House  adhere  to  their 
own  vole. 

Tlie  Committee  on  the  Message  from  the  honouiable 
Board  reported  again.     Read  and  accepted. 

The  multiplicity  of  important  pubiick  affairs  which  have 
been  under  the  consideration  of  this  Court,  during  this 
session,  having  unavoidably  prevented  a  new  appointment 
of  Military  OlHcers  within  this  Colony ;  and  it  being  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  safety  of  the  Colony,  that  the 
Militia  thereof  should  be  well  equipped  and  disciplined,  and 
in  the  best  posture  of  defence: 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Military  Ollicers  who  have 
been  chosen  by  the  people  of  this  Colony,  agreeable  to  the 
Resolves  and  recommendation  of  the  late  Provincial  Con- 
gress, be,  and  hereby  are  ordered  toreiuain  and  continue  in 
the  several  stations  to  which  they  were  appointetl  as  afore- 
said, until  the  further  order  of  this  Court ;  and  all  such 
Ollicers  are  directed  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  in  put- 
ting the  Militia  under  their  respective  commands  in  the 
best  posture  for  defence  they  are  able. 

The  Secretary  came  down  with  the  following  Message 
from  the  major  part  of  the  Council : 
^^  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Rcprtsenlalivcs  : 

"The  Council  accede  to  the  proposals  made  by  the 
honourable  House  in  their  message,  this  day  received  by 
the  Council,  relative  to  appointing  one  officer  to  command 
in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  by  joint  ballot,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  this  day,  saving  that  it  be  not  improved  for  the 
I'uture  as  a  ])recedency,  as  expressed  in  our  second  mes- 
sage to  the  honourable  House  of  the  lOlh  instant. 

"Council  Chamber,  November  11,  1775." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry  go  to  the  honourable  Board, 
and  acquaint  them  that  the  House  is  now  ready  to  proceed 
to  the  choice  of  some  person  to  command  in  the  County 
of  Cumberland,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  Message. 

The  House  then  appointed  Mr.  Mills,  Capt.  Batchclder, 
and  Mr.  IVatson,  to  sort  and  count  the  votes  of  the  House. 
^Vho,  having  carried  up  the  same,  reported,  that  General 
Joseph  Frije  was  chosen. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  a 
Letter  from  Joseph  Greenleaf,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Commit- 
tee for  establishing  a  Post-Office  in  this  Colony,  reported. 
Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Joseph  Greenleaf  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  directed  to  settle  with  the  several  Postmasters 
and  Post-Riders,  to  the  5th  of  October  last,  and  discharge 
their  several  Bonds;  provided,  nevertheless,  that  if  the 
Postmaster-General  should  choose  to  undertake  (by  him- 
self or  his  Agent)  to  settle  the  whole  matter  from  the  be- 
ginning, in  such  case. 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Joseph  Greenleaf 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  put  over  said  settlement 
into  the  hands  of  the  Postmaster-General,  or  his  Agent, 
and  to  empower  either  of  them  to  receive  the  moneys  now 
due  to  said  Colony,  from  the  several  Postmasters,  for  saitl 
purpose. 

In  Council,  November  11,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

Mr.  G'err// brought  in  the  following  Resolve,  which  was 
read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  Council  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  empowered,  any  time  before  their  recess,  to 
order  the  Treasurer  to  deliver  to  the  Committee  of  Coun- 
cil for  concurring  Accounts  which  shall  be  preferred  against 
the  Government,  and  previously  examined  and  passed  by 
a  Committee  of  the  House,  provided  for  that  purpose, 
such  a  sum  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  think  sufficient 
to  pay  and  discharge  Accounts  which  may  be  so  concurred 
during  their  recess;  said  Committee  of  Councd  to  be  ac- 
countable to  this  Court  for  said  sum. 

In  Council,  November  11,  1775 :   Read  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  lake  into  consideration  the 
case  of  Dr.  Church  reported.  Read  and  accepted,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  House  that  Dr.  Benjamin 
Church,  late  a  Member  thereof,  by  his  past  conduct  has 
discovered  himself  to  be  inimical  to  the  United  American 
Colonics,  and  has  laid  himself  open,  in  their  opinion,  to  a 
criminal  prosecution  for  his  past  conduct,  in  holding  a  trai- 
torous correspondence  with  our   enemies:    And  whereas 


the  Com't-Marlial,  in  whose  custody  he  now  is,  from  the 
want  of  a  suitable  provision  in  the  Continental  Articles  of 
War,  may  be  unable  to  bring  the  said  Church  to  condign 
]Hinishment,  and  the  setting  him  at  liberty  may  be  attended 
with  dangerous  consequences  to  the  cause  of  America  : 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  the  Council  of  this  Co- 
lony be,  and  they  hereby  are  desired  to  take  suitable  mea- 
sures for  causing  the  said  Benjamin  Church,  in  case  of  his 
being  liberated  from  his  present  confinement,  to  be  appre- 
hended and  secured,  that  such  further  measures,  with 
respect  to  him,  may  be  pursued,  as  the  security  of  this 
people  loudly  demands,  and  the  laws  of  this  Colony  will 
justify. 

//(  Council,  November  11,  1775:   Read  and  concurred. 

Aftoniooji. 

The  Commitlee  on  the  Memorial  oi'  James  Lijon  report- 
ed.    Read  antl  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Towns 
in  this  Colony,  to  supply  the  people  at  Machias  w'llh  such 
a  part  of  their  Town  stock  of  Powder  as  they  can  spare, 
to  relieve  them  in  this  time  of  great  danger;  and  the  said 
Towns  are  desired  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  said  Lyon,  or 
such  person  or  persons  as  the  inhabitants  of  Machias  shall 
appoint,  so  as  the  whole  do  not  amount  to  more  than  three 
barrels,  they  to  be  accountable  to  this  Court  for  the  same  ; 
and  this  Court  will  replace  such  Powder  as  shall  be  so 
su|)plied  them  by  such  Town  or  Towns,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  or  pay  them  for  the  same,  not  less  than  five  Shillings 
per  pound. 

In  Council,  November  11, 1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stori/he  appointed, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Perry,  to  deliver  to  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral the  Blanks  for  the  Muster-Rolls  when  printed. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  IVatson  acquaint 
General  Washington  with  a  proposal  of  .Mr.  llobart's,  for 
running  Cannon. 

The  Committee  directed  to  prepare  a  Resolve  for  pro- 
tracting the  Commissions  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony, 
at  the  Continental  Congress,  reported.  Read  and  accep't- 
ed,  as  follows,  viz: 

Whereas  the  Hon.  John  llancoclc.  Thomas  Cashing, 
Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat  Paint, 
Esquires,  have  been  duly  appointed  to  represent  this  Co- 
lony at  \.he  American  Congress,  now  held  at  Philadelphia, 
and  by  their  commission  are  appointed  to  rej)resent  this 
Colony  in  said  Congress,  until  the  last  day  of  December 
next;  and  whereas  the  impoitant  business  of  the  Colony 
has  hitherto  prevented  this  Court  from  proceeding  to  a 
choice  of  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  said 
American  Congress,  after  the  said  last  day  of  December  ; 
and  whereas  this  Court  is  near  adjourning  for  a  short  space  : 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  time  limited  in  the  said  commission 
of  the  present  Delegates  of  this  Colony,  now  attending  the 
American  Congress,  for  their  representing  this  Colony  there- 
in, be  further  extended  unto  the  last  day  o{  January  next ; 
and  the  said  John  Hancock,  Thomas  Cashing,  Samuel 
Adams,  John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esquires, 
are  hereby  fully  empowered  to  act  for  and  represent  this 
Colony  in  the  said  American  Congress,  agreeable  to  their 
former  commission,  until  the  last  day  of  January  next. 

In  Council,  November  II,  1775:  Read  and  concurred. 

Benjamin  n'hite,  Esq.,  brought  down  the  Resolve  for 
continuing  Military  Officers. 

In  Council,  November  11,  1775:  Read  and  concurred, 
with  amendments. 

Read,  and  non-concurred  in  the  amendments  proposed, 
and  the  House  adhere  to  their  own  vole. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Major  Haivley  go  with 
a  message  to  the  honourable  Board,  informing  them  that 
the  House  have  passed  on  all  important  pubiick  mattters 
that  have  come  before  them,  and  inquire  if  the  Board  have 
done  the  same.  Who  returned,  that  he  had  delivered  the 
message. 

John  Taylor,  Esq.,  came  down  and  said  that  the  Board 
had  passed  on  all  pubiick  business  that  had  come  before 
them  from  the  honourable  House. 
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Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Porter  go  to  tlie 
ma)or  part  of  the  honourable  Council,  and  desire  a  recess 
of  ilie  Court  till  the  29ih  of  this  month,  if  agreeable  to  their 
Honours. 

Whereupon  the  Secretary  came  mto  the  House  and  de- 
livered the  following  Message,  viz: 

'Mr.  Speaker:  1  am  directed  by  the  major  part  of  the 
Council  to  inform  the  House  that  they  have  consented  to 
the  enacting  the  following  Bills,  viz:  A  Bill  for  assessing 
a  Tax  of  Foriy-Six  Thousand  Founds,  for  defraying  pub- 


lick  charges  for  support  of  Government  ;  a  Bill  to  grant 
license  to  Innholders  and  Retailers  in  ce.tain  cases  ;  a  Bill 
for  fixing  out  Armed  Vessels  to  defend  the  Sea-Coast  of 
America,  and  for  erecting  a  Court  of  Justice  to  try  and 
condemn  all  Vessels  that  should  be  found  infesting  the 
same.  And  it  is  their  Honours'  pleasure  that  this  Great  and 
General  Court  or  Assembly  be  adjourned  to  Wednesday, 
the  29th  instant,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  for';noon,  then  to 
meet  at  the  Meeting-House  in  IVatertown ;  and  this  Court 
is  accordingly  adjourned  to  that  lime  and  place." 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    MPJRCHANTS,    KTC,    OF    THE    TOWN    OF 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 

Address  of  the  Merchants,  Gentlemen,  Traders,  and  In- 
liabitants  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Ncwcaslle-npon- 
Tyne,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Sir  fValter  Blackett 
and  S\v  Matthew  fVhite  Ridley,  Baronets,  their  Represen- 
tatives in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Etccllcnt  Majesty. 

Wc,  your  Majesty's  most  faithful  and  loyal  subjects, 
Merchants,  Gentlemen,  Traders,  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  and  County  of  jS'eiocnslle-njwn-Tyne,  truly  sensible 
of  the  blessings  derived  to  this  Kingdom  by  your  Majesty's 
mild  and  gracious  Government,  humbly  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  INlajesly  of  our  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  the  cpn- 
ductand  behaviour  of  some  of  our  fellow-subjects  in  ^w£ric«._ 

Fully  convinced  that  the  authority  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  Country  doth  and  ought  to  extend  over  every  part  of 
the  British  Dominions,  we  sincerely  lament  that  an  unjus- 
tifiable spirit  of  resistance  to  the  legislative  power  of  Great 
Britain  should  by  any  means  have  taken  place  in  the 
minds  of  any  of  your  'Majesty's  subjects  in  the  American 
Colonies. 

The  clemency  of  your  Majesty's  Government  leaves  us 
no  room  to  doubt  that  all  endeavours  will  be  used  to  bring 
back  our  deluded  fellow-subjects  to  the  obedience  which 
they  owe  to  the  Constitution  of  this  Country;  a  Constitu- 
tion which  every  honest  Briton  must  be  ready,  at  the  hazard 
of  his  life  and  fortune,  to  support,  maintain,  and  defend. 
And  we  trust  that,  upon  proper  submission  being  made, 
such  wholesome  laws  will  be  enacted  as  may  do  honour  to 
the  Mother  Country,  and  put  the  Colonies  ujion  a  firm  and 
lasting  establishment. 

That  the  Almighty  Being,  under  whom  Kings  reign, 
may  so  direct  your  INIajesty's  Councils  and  measures,  lliat 
you  may  long  reign  over  an  united,  hapjiy,  and  free  peo- 
ple, is  the  earnest  prayer  of,  may  it  please  _\our  Majesty, 
your  most  faithful  and  loyal  sul.ijecls. 


I'ETITION     OF    THE     PRINCIPAE    fiP.NTI-EMr.N,    ETC.,   OF  THE 
CITY   OF   WORCESTEK. 

Petit.  )u  of  tiie  principal   Gentlemen,  Merchants,  Frec- 
aieii,  and    Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Worcester,  piesented 
to  His  Majesty  by  Lord  Viscount  Mahon  and  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes. 
May  it  please  your  Majesty: 

At  a  time  when  a  part  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  and 
a  few  of  our  fellow-citizens  are  approaching  your  royal 
presence  with  Addresses,  which  are  supposed  to  convey  to 
your  Majesty  the  genuine  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  will  your  Majesty  permit  your  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects  of  one,  not  llie  most  inconsiderable  cities  in  your 
Majesty's  Don^inions,  with  unfeigned  assurance  of  attach- 
ment to  your  royal  person  and  the  illustrious  House  of 
Hanover,  thus  publickly  to  bear  testimony  against  them, 
as  wo  hold  ourselves  bound  by  every  tic  of  duty  to  your 
Majesty,  to  ourselves,  and  to  our  Country. 

\\'v  think  ourselves  more  particularly  called  upon,  lest 
the  same  delusive  arts  of  misrepresentation  should  be  prac- 
tised here  with  the  same  success  as  in  America,  which  have 
involved  that  Country  in  a  civil  war;  nor  are  we  without 
apprehensions,  that  should  the  same  mifortunate  measures 
be  pursued,  when  this  Kingdom  is  ilrained  of  its  forces, 
some  Powers  in  Europe  (our  natural  enemies)  may  avail 
themselves  of  the  opjiortunitv,  and  transfer  the  seat  of  war 
into  this  Country. 

We  decile  likewise  to   represent   to  your  Majcst\   the 


melancholy  decline  of  our  trade  and  manufactures,  (owing, 
in  a  great  measure,  as  we  apprehend,  to  the  unhappy  dis- 
putes with  America,)  and  the  gloomy  situation  of  our  arti- 
ficers and  their  families. 

\Ve  should  be  far  from  wishing  to  wound  your  royal  ear 
with  the  lamentations  of  distress,  but  truth  obliges  us  to 
ap|iroach  your  throne,  and  humbly  to  beseech  your  Ma- 
jesty to  adopt  such  measures,  as  in  your  royal  wisdom  shall 
seem  most  expedient,  for  putting  a  stop  to  the  further 
efFusion  of  blood,  for  reconciling  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonies,  for  reuniting  the  afiections  of  your  now  divided 
people,  and  for  establishing,  on  a  permanent  foundation, 
the  peace,  commerce,  and  prosperity  of  all  your  Majesty's 
Dominions. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  I>ETTER  FROM  AN  AMERICAN  IN  LONDON  TO 
HIS  FRIEND  IN  Wl  LLI AMSBURG  H,  VIRGINIA,  DATED  NO- 
VEMBER   1  1,    1775. 

I  have  just  returned  from  one  of  the  first  assemblies  in 
Europe,  deliberating  upon  the  most  important  cause  that 
perhaps  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  any  peo])le.  But 
)  ou  will  not  think  the  result  of  their  deliberations  any  proof 
of  their  vast  superiority  over  every  other  assembly,  or  at 
least  that  it  arises  from  their  wisdom  and  love  of  justice. 
Their  pow-er,  ])iobably,  can  be  less  disputed.  You  can 
conceive  the  impatience  with  which  I  expected,  in  the 
Hou=;e  of  Lords,  their  determination  upon  the  Duke  of 
Richmoncrs  motion,  that  the  Petition  of  the  Congress 
should  be  admitted  as  ground  for  a  reconciliniion.  But  even 
this  has  been  rejected.  It  was  urged  as  beneath  the  dig- 
nity of  Parliament  to  treat  with  a  people  in  actual  rebel- 
lion ;  that  it  came  from  an  illei.'al  body  ;  that  it  was  im- 
properly presented  ;  that  not  peace,  but  independencv,  was 
the  aim  of  the  Colonies. 

Upon  these,  or  such  like  reasons,  the  door  of  peace 
seems  no  longer  to  be  open.  I  fear  it  is  the  last  struijule 
of  the  minority.  Much  was  expected  from  the  motion  ; 
much  from  the  information  which  (Jovernour /'e/i«  would 
alliird.  He  is  certainly  warmly  attacheil  to  \.\\e  American 
cause. 

There  is  still  a  conciliatory  motion  to  be  made  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  by  Mr.  Burke,  but  I  fear  it  will  have 
a  similar  issue.  Tlic  King's  speech  leaves  no  room  to 
dciubt  of  the  measures  which  will  be  pursued;  for  the  mi- 
nority, though  gaining  some  irrouiid,  are  too  weak  to  do 
any  thing  effectual.  Your  fine  llourishinr;  Towns,  ihe  fair 
hopes  of  America,  will,  I  sujiposc  he  laid  in  a<hes :  but  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that,  like  the  piiu'inx,  ihtv  will  soon  rise 
again  with  new  vigour  and  beauty. 

It  i<  a-;tonishing  to  find  the  little  efiect  the  Association 
has  had  ;  what  strange  events  have  counteracted  its  effects. 
It  has  lutule  many  enemies,  but  not  one  fi'icnd. 


GENERAI.   SCill'VLER  TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 
:i{iMd  November  30,  177:i.] 

Ticoiiilcro^a,  Novcmlicr  11,  ITT.i. 
Sir:  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  address  you  on  the  7th 
instant,  since  which  I  have  received  no  ad\:ces  from  Gen- 
eral Montgomery.  I  believe  he  left  St.Jo/ni's  on  the  6th, 
with  the  whole  .\rmy,  in  order  to  attempt  Montreal :  and 
from  what  I  have  been  able  to  learn  from  the  |irisoners,  he 
has  the  greatest  prospect  of  reaping  fresh  laurels. 

Colonel  Arnold  was  not  arrived  at  the  ijt.  Lawrence  on 
ihe;30lh  ultimo.  I  am  a]ipreheiisive  that  he  suffers  much 
from  the  length  of  his  march,  unforeseen  difliculties,  and 
bad  weather. 

\\q   have  alreadv  had  snow  here,  anil   I  fear  that   the 
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eartli  in  Canada  is  covered  with  it ;  a  very  tr)  in<;  situation 
for  an  Army  so  very  deficient  in  clothing  as  ours  is.  I 
feel  so  mucli  for  them  in  tiieir  unhappy  situation — destitute 
of  every  necessary  to  guard  against  the  inclemency  of  the 
season — that  1  have  ventured  to  desire  General  Montgo- 
mery to  purchase  clothing  for  all  those  who  will  remain  in 
the  service.  When  I  gave  this  order,  I  had  not  forgot  thai 
you  had  conveyed  me  the  resolution  of  Congress,  "  that 
they  would  endeavour  to  attend  to  the  clothing  of  the 
tioops  ;"  but  the  necessity  was  so  pressing  that  a  delay 
might  have  proved  fatal  to  us,  and  which,  1  ho|)e,  will  be 
a  stdlicient  excuse  for  my  presumption. 

Enclose  you  a  return  of  the  oflicers  that  were  made  pri- 
soners at  St.  Johns ;  that  of  the  men  is  mislaid,  but  I  think 
they  exceed  four  hundred,  exclusive  of  the  Canadians. 

The  Seventh  and  Tuenty-Sixth  are  on  their  march  to 
Connecticut.  The  Canadian  oflicers  wait  the  arrival  of 
their  baggage,  and  I  propose  sending  them  to  Trenton.  I 
am  much  at  a  loss  what  to  do  with  the  Canadian  privates; 
they  are  almost  naked,  and  beg  hard  to  return  to  their 
families.  1  have  wrote  to  General  Montgomery  on  the  sub- 
ject. If  they  are  to  be  kept,  there  will  be  a  necessity  of 
clothing  them. 

The  officers  of  the  Seventh  and  Twenty-Sixth  applied 
to  me  for  blankets  and  shoes  for  their  men,  who  are  almost 
barefooted.  1  have  no  such  articles  here;  and  if  I  had,  I 
should  not  have  thought  myself  justifiable  in  giving  them, 
as  we  are  in  great  want  ourselves.  They  then  asked  money, 
and  I  have  ventured  to  give  Major  Freston  one  hundred 
and  seventy-two  Pounds  six  Shillings,  New-  York  currency; 
as  much  to  Captain  Kinncar,  who  commanded  the  Seventh; 
to  Capt.  Godwin,  of  the  Artillery,  forty  Pounds;  and  to  the 
officers  with  Maj.  Stopford,  about  eighty  Pounds.  1  thought 
it  best  they  should  supply  themselves,  especially  as  they 
consider  themselves  accountable  to  me  for  the  money. 

General  Washington  has  honoured  me  with  a  letter  of 
tlie  26th  ultimo,  which  I  received  on  the  5th  instant ;  in  a 
paragraph  of  which  he  says  :  "  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Lynch, 
and  Colonel  Harrison,  Delegates  from  the  Congress,  have 
been  in  the  camp  for  several  days,  in  order  to  settle  the 
plan  of  continuing  and  sui)|)orting  the  Army.  Their  com- 
mission extended  to  your  department ;  but,  upon  considera- 
tion, it  appeared  so  difficult  to  form  any  rational  plan,  that 
nothingwas  done  upon  that  head.  If  your  time  and  health 
will  admit,  1  should  think  it  highly  proper  to  turn  your 
thoughts  to  this  subject,  and  communicate  the  result  to 
Congress  as  early  as  possible." 

\Vhat  little  I  can  say  u|ion  this  subject  must  be  an  ex- 
tract of  my  letter  in  answer  to  General  (i  ashingtous,  dated 
the  Gtli  inst.,  in  which  I  say:  "1  have  long  since  signified 
to  Congress  the  necessity  of  a  delegation  from  them  to  this 
place  ;  and  in  their  last  to  me,  of  the  12di  ult.,  they  (un- 
fortunately for  me)  say  that  it  did  not  appear  necessary 
then.  1  took  the  liberty  to  lament  that  they  were  not  in 
sentiment  with  me  on  the  subject,  and  to  add  that  I  thought 
it  absolutely  necessary  that  one  should  be  sent ;  so  that  I 
hope  soon  to  see  some  of  the  gentlemen  here. 

"  A  variety  of  regulations  are  necessary  to  be  made  in 
this  quarter;  a  task  to  which  I  feel  myself  greatly  inade- 
quate, but  which,  if  I  had  even  judgment  enough  to  ar- 
range with  propriety,  the  shattered  condition  of  my  consti- 
tution is  such  that  matters  so  momentous  as  these  should 
not  be  left  to  so  precarious  an  event  as  that  of  my  being 
able  to  support  the  fatigue;  for  General  Montgomery, 
though  endowed  with  shining  abilities,  will  have  his  time 
so  totally  engrossed  with  othei-  matters,  that  ho  will  not  be 
able  to  attend  to  these. 

"  Should  success  crown  our  endeavours  at  .SV.  John's,  of 
which  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt,  the  entire  reduction 
of  Canada  will,  in  all  probability,  be  the  conse(juence  ;  an 
event  which  will  open  new  scenes.  An  Army  to  be  formed 
and  properly  disposed  of  in  that  quarter;  provisions,  am- 
munition, and  every  necessary  to  be  procured  for  it;  pre- 
pai-ations  to  be  made  for  the  next  campaign  ;  proper  places 
to  be  determined  on,  and  fortifications  to  be  erected  to 
defend  that  Province  against  attacks  that  may  be  made 
on  it  in  the  ensuing  year  ;  small  cralt  to  be  constructed  here, 
that  a  re-enforcement  may  be  speedily  sent  into  Canada  in 
case  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  support  what  troops 
may  be  stationed  there;  galleys  carrying  heavy  artillery, 
revent  vessels  of  force  from  coming  up  the  ^V.  Law- 
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rence ;  a  mode  of  government  to  be  adopted,  in  a  country 
where  all  will  be  anarchy  and  confusion  without  it;  and 
probably  a  variety  of  other  interesting  regulations  to  take 
place,  that  do  not  just  now  occur  to  me." 

In  the  above  extract.  Congress  will  perceive  that  I  have 
treated  matters  pretty  general.  The  account  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  »SV.  ./o/*/i's  is  come  to  hand  since,  and  our  affairs 
wear  so  favourable  an  aspect  in  Canada,  that  if  Colonel 
Arnold  should  penetrate  to  (^uebeck,  the  whole  country 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  in  our  hands  soon  ;  an  event  that 
will  doubtless  be  attended  with  the  most  salutary  conse- 
quences to  the  Colonies,  provided  we  can  keep  our  ground 
in  that  Province  the  ensuing  campaign.  I  shall  therefore 
venture  to  descend  a  little  more  into  particulars,  and  to 
give  my  opinion  of  what  may  be  necessary  in  this  quarter ; 
but  I  assure  you,  Sir,  that  I  do  this  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
dence and  deference  to  the  better  judgment  of  Congress. 

Three  thousand  men,  I  conceive,  would  not  be  too  many 
to  remain  in  Canada  this  w  inter  :  one  of  these  at  (^uct/cck, 
another  at  Montreal,  five  hundred  at  Trois  Rivieres,  as 
being  the  princijial  places  in  that  country  ;  the  remaining 
five  hundred  at  ChamOly  and  St.  John's.  But  the  season  is  so 
far  advanced  that  necessity  will  oblige  Congress  to  be  con- 
tent with  such  numbers,  out  of  the  Army  now  there,  as 
can  be  prevailed  u|)on  to  stay.  But  why  so  large  a  body 
of  troops,  when  nothing  is  to  be  dreaded  this  winter?  It 
will  confirm  the  Canadians  of  the  opinion  they  begin  to 
entertain  of  the  strength  of  the  Colonies  ;  an  opinion  which 
should  be  carefully  cultivated,  that  they  may  act  uith  vigour 
and  spirit,  next  year,  against  the  attacks  which  will,  in  all 
])robability,  take  place  early  in  the  spring,  as  the  regular 
troops,  wliich  will  then  be  in  America,  can  be  easily  con- 
veyed to  (^uebeck.  And  they  ought  also  to  be  on  the  spot, 
in  order  to  repair  the  fortifications,  (which,  I  am  informed, 
want  it  much,)  as  soon  as  tlie  winter  gives  way. 

The  command  in  Canada  should  be  given  to  a  prudent 
and  active  oflicer,  and  one  that  has  talents  to  conciliate  the 
affections  of  that  people.  None  more  equal  to  the  task 
than  the  gentleman  who  now  commands  the  Army  there, 
if  he  will  remain. 

But  as  three  thousand  men  may  not  be  sufficient,  even 
with  the  aid  of  the  Canadians,  on  whom  it  may  be  prudent 
not  to  place  too  much  dependance,  to  resi'-t  a  vigorous  at- 
tack, a  number  of  batteaus  should  be  constructed  here,  in 
addition  to  those  we  have,  sufficient  to  convey  a  large  body 
of  men  into  Canada,  \v\\ene\'et  it  may  be  found  necessary. 
I  believe  one  hundred  will  be  sufficient.  Every  thing 
should  be  prepai'ed  this  winter  for  building  these  batteaus. 
A  quantity  of  provisions  and  stores  should  be  carried  to 
Fort  George. 

The  proper  places  for  erecting  batteries  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence, above  (-^itebeck,  should  be  detcrrnineil  on,  and  such 
craft  constructed  as  will  prevent  armed  vessels  from  coming 
up,  should  the  garrison  of  (^uebeck  be  unable  to  resist  the 
force  that  may  be  brought  against  it. 

Every  military  department,  in  this  quarter,  should  be 
put  on  a  proper  footing  (and  widely  different  from  what  it 
is  at  present)  at  once,  to  save  expense,  and  that  the  ser- 
vice may  be  carried  on  with  that  order,  the  want  of  which, 
in  this  campaign,  the  country  will  feel  in  the  extra  expense, 
and  your  commanders  have  experienced  with  pain  ;  nor 
will  their  successors  have  fewer  difficulties  to  encounter, 
unless  such  regulations  are  adopted  as  have  a  tendency  to 
promote  good  order,  subordination,  discipline,  and  economy; 
for  the  bulk  of  mankind,  whatever  their  principles  maybe, 
forget  to  act  up  to  them  when  it  is  most  necessary  that 
they  should  not  deviate  from  them.  A  mode  of  doing  this, 
I  dare  not  presume  to  attempt,  standing  already  too  much 
in  need  of  the  pardon  of  Congress  for  what  I  have  said. 

The  oxen  which  I  had  purchased,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
campaign,  are  nearly  worn  out  for  want  of  proper  suste- 
nance, as  the  hay  which  I  had  cut,  together  with  that  of 
the  inhabitants  in  this  vicinity,  has  been  carried  off  by  the 
excessive  floods  we  have  had  here.  I  shall  therefore  dis- 
pose of  them  to  the  best  advantage  I  can,  and  others  must 
be  bought,  in  the  spring,  for  it  is  too  expensive  to  have 
hired  cmriages  on  the  carrying   place. 

Forage  is  an  article  that  distresses  me  much  ;  at  any 
rate  it  cannot  be  got  nearer  than  Saratoga,  and  I  fear  not 
even  there,  unless  I  can  fall  upon  some  method  of  getting 
the  farmers  to  send  their  cattle  down  the  country.     This 
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win  be  expensive;  but  if  any  works  are  to  go  on,  as   I 
think  there  will,  we  must  have  it. 

I  am  building  ten  sleds,  to  be  employed  at  the  saw-nidls 
in  (h-awin"  oak  timber  for  the  bottoms  and  garboard  streaks 
of  batteaus,  or  in  conveying  the  cannon  from  hence  to  Ca- 
nada or  Hudson's  River,  or  in  drawing  fire-wood  for  the 
garrisons.  The  season  is  so  far  advanced  that  I  could  not 
wait  for  the  sanction  of  Congress,  and  have  therefore  sent 
to  Canada  for  twenty  horses,  which  are  much  cheaper  there 
than  with  us. 

At  each  of  the  lower  ferries  on  Ihuho?Cs  River,  above 
Albany,  there  are  two  boats  ;  the  two  u|)permost  have  only 
one,  and  they  are  small  and  worn  out,  so  that  the  detention 
of  the  provisions  and  baggage  causes  not  only  a  very  con- 
siderable expense,  but  retards  the  service.  This  evil  might 
be  guarded  against  by  building  four  good  scows,  like  those 
on  Sc/iuylkill,  and  have  them  managed  by  soldiers  picked 
for  that  purpose  ;  and  1  believe  the  expense  will  hardly 
exceed  that  of  the  ferriage  we  now  pay.  Should  Con- 
gress approve  of  building  these,  they  will  please  to  order 
two  shipwrights  up,  who  know  the  construction,  the  soonest 
possible,  that  the  timber  may  be  procured,  and  the  boats, 
if  possible,  built  in  the  winter. 

1  had  ordered  six  carriages,  for  field-pieces,  to  be  con- 
structed at  Albany;  but  they  could  not  be  got  ready  in 
time  for  the  service  I  intended  them  for.  I  will  cause  them 
to  be  finished. 

Dr.  Slri7)ger  has  wrote  me  a  letter,  copy  of  which  I 
enclose.     His  observations  appear  to  me  just. 

Conscious  that  Congress  must  have  a  variety  of  impor- 
tant matters  which  claim  their  attention,  I  am  loth  to  trou- 
ble them  with  complaints;  but  Mr.  Fhclps's  conduct  has 
been  so  extraordinary  that  1  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress co|iy  of  two  letters  I  have  written  on  the  occasion  to 
the  Committee  of  Albany,  together  with  copy  of  one  to 
him.  Copies  of  the  various  others  alluded  to,  and  copies 
of  the  accounts,  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  trouble 
you  with.  The  money  he  received  from  the  Deputy  Pay- 
master-General, or  so  much  as  remained  in  his  hands,  I 
have  ordered  him  to  pay  to  Mr.  Livingston,  as  I  durst  no 
longer  confide  in  him.  In  perusing  these  letters  you  will 
perceive  an  overcharge  in  the  account,  of  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-three  pounds,  seventeen  shillings,  and  eleven 
pence  half-penny  ;  and  in  another,  one  of  four  hundred 
and  five  pounds,  five  shillings,  and  seven  pence,  being  the 
diflerence  between  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  pounds,  fifteen  shillings,  and  eight  pence,  and  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  tliirty  three  pounds,  ten  shil- 
lings, and  one  penny.  The  perquisites  of  office,  by  contract, 
when  the  publick  is  not  charged  more  than  what  it  would 
have  paid  to  others,  I  liavc  taken  no  notice  of,  because 
(hey  are  fair. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  most  cordial  sentiments  of  esteem 
and  respect,  your  most  obedient  humiile  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Es(|.,  he,  &ic. 


[No.l.] 

Fort  (Jcorge.  October  2,"),  1775. 

Sik:  I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  20tli 
instant,  enclosing  the  resolve  of  Congress  respecting  the 
General  Hospital,  in  my  last,  in  which  1  took  the  liberty  to 
point  out  a  material  deficiency  of  officers  who  are  indis- 
pensably necessary  in  that  dejiartment,  viz:  Senior  Sur- 
geons and  Apothecaiies,  a  Clerk  and  Steward.  I  would 
make  a  few  more  observations,  and  then  beg  you  will 
])lcase  represent  the  matter  to  Congress,  who  certainly  will 
make  provision  for  such  ollicers,  and  confirm  Mr.  IVimple, 
who  I  employed  as  a  Senior  Surgeon,  as  well  as  the 
Clerk  anil  Steward. 

The  Surgeons,  Aiiothecaries,  and  respective  Mates,  as 
well  as  myself,  would  no  doubt,  if  agreeable  to  Congress, 
choose  to  have  commissions — the  Clerks  and  Stewards  are 
officers  at  pleasure. 

Two  Seniors  and  four  Mates  (exclusive  of  myself)  are 
as  small  an  hospital  as  the  Army  under  your  command 
should  take  the  field  with  ;  and  should  there  be  an  engage- 
ment it  would  scarcely  be  sufiiciont. 

In  the  resolution  of  Congress  1  am  limited  to  four  Elates 
only  :  and  3ui)pose  the  necessity  for  more  ever  so  gicat,  1 


cannot  employ  them  ;  and  even  those  four  are  to  be  dis- 
missed as  the  numbers  of  sick  and  wounded  decrease,  so  as 
not  to  require  the  attendance  of  the  whole,  founded,  pro- 
bably on  a  supposition  that  the  hospital  was  to  be  confined 
to  Albany,  where  Mates  of  an  inferior  class  might  be 
more  readily  procuied  in  an  emergency  ;  for  no  gentleman 
of  merit  would,  on  such  conditions,  enter  into  the  service. 
We  had  supernumerary  Mates  in  the  King's  Hospital  du- 
ring the  late  war;  but  they  were  for  the  most  part  continued, 
though  not  on  the  establishment,  whether  there  was  a  mul- 
ti|)licity  of  business  or  not;  the  reason  of  which  appears 
to  be  this:  because  that  they  were  capable  Mates,  and 
already  acquainted  \^ith  the  hosiiital  service,  and  is  not 
known  how  soon  there  might  be  a  want  for  ihem.  I  must 
further  add,  that  the  pay  being  so  small  will  not  be  an 
encouragement  for  gentlemen  (pialified  ;  and  unless  they 
can  support  themselves  as  such,  they  certainly  will  not 
enter  into  it. 

1  should  be  glad  to  know  the  pay  allotted  to  the  Seniors, 
Clerks,  and  Steward,  as  soon  as  convenient,  as  those  in  em- 
ploy are  in  want  of  subsistence.  The  Seniors  (Surgeons 
anti  Apothecaries)  were  last  war  on  a  footing;  so  were 
their  Mates,  and,  as  occasion  required,  did  duty  indiffer- 
ently in  either  capacity. 

The  aforegoing.  Sir,  with  what  further  explanation  you 
are  capable  of  giving,  from  your  general  knowledge  of 
every  military  branch,  and  the  readiness  I  am  convinced 
the  Congress  are  possessed  of  to  make  ample  provision  for 
the  sick  of  their  Armies,  will,  I  hope,  place  the  hospital  on 
the  footing  required. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  unfeigned  sincerity,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant,  r.  c 

•'  Samuel  Stringer. 

To  Major-General  Philip  Schuyler. 

[N'o.Q.j 

TicondcTogT,  Xovember  2,  1775. 

Gentlicmen:  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  address  you 
on  the  2t)lh  ultimo;  since  which,  I  am  informed  that  the 
virulent  tongue  of  scandal  has  been  sporting  with  my  repu- 
tation, and  that  my  character  is  attempted  to  be  injured  by 
imputations  efpially  groundless  and  wicked,  or  frivolous: 
that  I  have  refused  to  [lay  persons  employed  in  the  pub- 
lick  service  by  the  direction  of  Mv.  Phelps  and  others. 
As  your  respectable  body  is  composed  of  gentlemen  from 
every  part  of  the  County  o{  Albany,  1  cannot  state  matters 
to  any  others  with  so  much  propriety  as  to  you,  and  there- 
fore entreat  your  attention. 

1  might  have  been  justified,  if  I  had  refused  to  pay  Mr. 
Phelps  for  any  expenses  incurred  by  him  since  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Livingston,  as  after  that  I  could  not  consider 
Mr.  Phelps  any  longer  in  the  character  in  which  he  had 
acted  until  then  ;  but  as  the  honest  creditors  of  the  pub- 
lick  ought  to  he  paid,  although  not  employed  by  the  proper 
officer,  I  scorned  the  distinction,  acting  upon  principles 
which  I  have  the  conscious  happiness  to  approve,  and  which, 
when  known,  I  trust,  will  entitle  me  to  the  good  ojiinion  of 
you,  and  all  honest  men;  and  such  only  I  wish  to  stand 
well  with. 

On  Sunday,  the  17lli  September,  1  met  Air.  Trumbull, 
the  Paymaster-General,  on  Lake  i'hamplain,  on  his  way 
to  St.  John's.  In  the  same  boat  was  Mr.  French,  the 
younger,  who,  as  his  business  lay  only  with  me,  stepped 
into  my  boat.  Mr.  French  delivered  me  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Phelps,  copy  of  which,  (No.  1 ,)  and  a  copy  of  an  account 
which  enclosed  No.  -2,  I  herewith  transmit  you.  On  the 
18lh,  in  the  afternoon,  I  arrived  at  this  place.  On  the 
19ih,  Mr.  French  called  on  me  for  an  answer.  Sick,  and 
deeply  engaged  in  answering  letters  from  Congress,  Gene- 
ral Washington,  and  Governour  Trumbull,  &,c.,  I  begced 
him  to  wait  a  day  or  two.  On  the  --iOth,  at  night,  I  com- 
jileted  my  despatches,  and  on  the  "21st  I  delivered  him  a 
letter  to  .Mr.  Phelps,  of  which  No.  3  is  a  copy,  and  ver- 
bally recommended  to  Mr.  French  to  draw  out  the  parti- 
culars of  his  brother's  account,  as  1  could  not  pay  it  on  so 
general  a  charge,  which  you  will  perceive,  in  No.  2,  is  in 
one  round  sum,  £1,(538  15^.  Sd. 

About  the  last  day  o(  September  or  first  of  October,  Mr. 
Trumbull  returned  here.  Ho  remained  here  indisposed, 
and  crossed  Lake  Cieorgc  on  the  .^tli  October ;  and  on  the 
(Jill  I  sent  Mr.  Phelps  a  warrant  for  ten  thousand  Dollars, 
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enclosed  in  a  letter  of  wliicli  No.  4  is  a  cop)',  which  went 
by  express,  togetiier  wiili  letters  to  the  Congress,  &ic.,and 
«\hich  readied  Albany  on  the  9lii,  Mr.  I'hiljis  being  then 
here,  or  on  his  way  to  this  place.  Hence  it  is  evident, 
that  had  Mr.  Phe/ps  been  at  Albany,  he  would  liave  re- 
ceived the  money  as  early  as  it  had  ever  been  in  my  power 
to  have  paid  it,  even  if  1  had  not  had  any  objections  to  his 
account;  and  1  ordered  this  money  to  be  paid  to  him,  al- 
though I  was  by  no  means  satisfied  with  his  accounts,  as  I 
hint  in  my  letter  No.  4,  but  merely  for  the  reasons  given 
in  the  same  letter,  lo  wit :  "  lest  the  service  should  suffer, 
through  the  uneasiness  of  the  publick  creditors." 

About  the  9th  or  10th  ultimo,  Mr.  Phelps  arrived  here, 
and  delivered  me  his  accounts,  uhici),  as  they  required  only 
copying  from  his  own  book,  I  might  with  great  ease  have 
had  on  the  1st  ultimo. 

I  now  found  that  the  dissatisfaction  which  1  had  ex- 
pressed at  his  account,  and  ivhich  arose  from  a  comparison 
of  it  with  some  returns  1  had  in  my  possession,  was  well 
grounded  ;  and  that  I  had  with  great  propriety  declared  to 
him,  in  my  letter  No.  3,  "  that  the  abstract  which  you 
have  sent  me  will  not  justify  me  to  pay  so  large  a  sum 
upon ;  you  must,  therefore,  send  me  a  very  particular 
account  of  what  is  due  to  every  person  whom  you  have 
employed,  or  from  whom  you  have  purchased  any  article 
for  the  publick  service,  and  then  I  shall  give  a  warrant  lo 
have  the  publick  creditors  satisfied."  But  having  said  that 
I  had  acted  with  great  propriety  in  making  that  declaration 
to  Mr.  Phelps,  and  that  my  dissatisfaction  was  well  ground- 
ed, it  is  incumbent  on  me,  gentlemen,  now  to  demonstrate 
this  to  you,  which  I  hope  to  effect  with  so  much  perspi- 
cuity and  clearness  as  not  to  leave  a  doubt  on  your  minds, 
if,  imfortunately,  any  should  be  entertained  on  account  of 
this  business,  and  therefore  I  entreat  your  further  atten- 
tion. 

You  will  see  by  Mr.  Phelps's  account,  marked  No.  '2, 
which  1  beg  you  will  particularly  observe  to  be  dated  the 
11th  of  September,  that  it  amounts  to  £5,535  3s.  5J(/. 
You  will  also  please  to  observe  that  his  account  marked 
No.  5  is  dated  on  the  5th  October,  and  the  charges  made 
up  to  the  '^Oth  September,  amounts  to  only  £3,.560  5s.  '2d. ; 
to  which  add  Mr.  French's  account,  marked  No.  6,  amounts 
to  £1,612  Os.  11(/.,  and  the  whole  will  make,  together, 
only  £5,172  6s.  Id.  Th.e  last  account,  therefore,  less 
than  the  first,  by  £362  17^.  4Jc/. 

Here,  gentlemen,  it  is  clearly  demonstrated  that  his  last 
account  is  £362  lis.  4id.  less  than  what  he  charged  the 
publick  with  in  his  first ;  and  yet,  what  is  very  remarkable, 
that  between  the  1 1th  Svptembcr  and  the  29th  of  the  same 
month,  inclusive,  the  article  for  transportation  to  Fort 
George,  as  charged  Mr.  Phelps  in  Ids  last  account,  and 
by  me  marked  A  in  tlie  copy,  amounts  to  £309  IS^-. ;  be- 
sides several  additional  charges,  made  in  other  parts  of  the 
account,  for  sick,  kc,  and  by  me  marked  M  in  the  copy, 
amounting  to  £121  5s.  Id. — making  £793  17s.  Whd. 
(See  abstract  D.)  So  that  it  is  heie  proved,  to  a  demon- 
stration, that  the  first  account  was  overcharged  in  the  sum 
of  £793  17s.  lUi/. ;  and  yet,  in  his  letter  to  me  marked 
No.  1,  he  asks  me  for  the  additional  sum  of  five  or  six 
hundred  Pounds. 

You  will  please  to  observe  that  none  of  the  baggage  car- 
riages are  charged  in  either  the  first  or  last  accounts,  as  he 
iiad  not  received  the  certificates,  which  he  acknowledges 
in  the  note  at  the  bottom  of  his  last  account,  by  me  marked 
X;  consequently,  they  have  no  influence  on  this  state,  the 
one  way  or  the  other. 

Whence,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  does  this  amazing  dif- 
ference arise  ?  An  attention  to  what  has  been  obser\ed 
will  point  it  out ;  but,  for  the  greater  perspicuity,  I  will 
state  and  particularize  it  another  way  : 

In  his  first  account,  of  the  1 1th  September,  he  charges 
six  hundred  and  five  wagon  loads  carried  to  Fort  Gconre, 
as  per  receipts,  amounting  to  £2.117  10s.;  seventy-four 
ox-cart  loads,  as  above,  amounting  to  £51S — makino- 
£2,635  10s. 

By  his  last  account,  which  I  beg  you  will  please  to  ex- 
amine, you  will  find  thut  all  the  wagon  loads  carried  to 
Fort  George,  to  the  1 1th  September,  inclusive,  as  charged 
in  liis  last  account,  were  only  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
and  a  half,  which,  with  one  omitted  on  the  28th  August, 
noted  as  such  in  the  foot  of  his  account,  amounts  to  £  1 ,638 


14s.;  and  the  cart  loads  were  only  fifiy-two  and  seven- 
tentlis,  amounting  to  £366  9s. — making  £2,005  3s.  The 
last  account  of  carriages  (to  the  11th  September,  inclusive) 
less  than  the  first,  by  £630  7s. ;  to  which,  if  there  be 
added  the  aggregate  of  the  sundry  other  articles  in  his  first 
account,  which  in  the  copy  are  marked  with  the  letter  L, 
many  of  which  in  the  last  account  are  charged  less  than  in 
the  first,  and  some  totally  omitted,  for  what  reason  I  do 
not  pretend  to  say,  and  which  amount  to  £166  7s.  \\d., 
(see  abstract  E,)  the  whole  will  be  £796  7s.  1  Id.  ;  which 
is  only  56s.  11A(/.  more  than  what  I  made  it  by  the  first 
state,  and  occasioned,  probably,  by  mistakes  in  summing 
up  the  accounts. 

It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  although  so  much  wa- 
gonageand  cartage  was  i)erformed  between  the  date  of  Mr. 
Phelps's  first  account  and  the  day  to  which  his  last  is  made 
up,  yet  the  sum  of  the  whole  does  not  amount  to  his  first 
charge,  by  £318  3s.  How,  then,  Mr.  Phelps  could  say, 
as  he  has  done,  that  these  charges  in  his  first  account  were 
made  from  receipts,  I  leave  him  to  reconcile. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  said,  that  Mr.  Phelps  gave  Mr. 
French  a  considerable  quantity  of  stores  to  carry  to  Fort 
George,  and  that  he  charged  these  in  the  first  accounts. 
Should  this  subterfuge  be  attempted  to  be  taken,  it  will 
not  by  any  means  do  ;  for  the  transportation  of  all  these 
articles  is  fully  charged  in  Mr.  French's  account,  as  I  can 
most  clearly  evince,  and  as  you  may  see  by  recurring  to 
it.  And  indeed,  gentlemen,  1  have  now  in  my  possession 
the  most  indubitable  proof  that  Mr.  Phelps,  or  iiis  clerks, 
knew  that  these  articles  were  charged  by  Mr.  French,  and 
included  in  the  £1,638  15s.  8f/.  charged  the  publick. 
This  proof,  gentlemen,  1  do  not  now  transmit  you,  but 
shall  lay  them  before  you  on  some  future  day,  should  Mr. 
Phelps  contest  what  1  have  asserted. 

But  I  am  charged  with  refusing  to  pay  seventy  shillings 
for  carrying  a  load  to  Fort  George.  No  part  of  my  letter 
of  the  21st  September,  to  Mr.  Phelps,  could  ever  authorize 
such  an  assertion.  I  was  willing  to  allow  what  the  Crown 
iiad,  and  no  more;  and  although  1  am  still  in  doubt  whe- 
ther that  was  sixty  or  seventy  shillings,  yet,  when  Mr. 
Phelps  was  here,  I  told  him  that,  at  any  rate,  if  he  had 
promised  seventy  shillings,  they  must  have  it,  howevei'  it 
might  go  with  him.  He  said  he  had  not,  but  that  he  had 
been  informed  that  that  allowance  had  been  made  them 
heretofore.  I  replied,  if  it  was  so,  they  should  have  it 
now,*  but  that  I  was  not  certain  what  had  been  given.  He 
then  asked  me  if  the  Committee  q(  Albany  would  advise 
the  payment  of  that  sum,  if  I  would  allow  it ;  to  wiiich  I 
answered,  jiositively,  yes  ;  and  the  like  answer  with  respect 
to  those  who  had  kept  sick  soldiers,  which  I  conceived 
were  charged  loo  high. 

Mr.  Phelps  asked  me  what  allowance  he  should  make 
those  wagoners  that  had  carried  baggage.  I  replied,  twelve 
shillings  per  day.  He  said  he  had  intended  them  only 
ten.  I  then  gave  ihe  following  leason  why  they  should 
have  twelve:  because,  with  troops,  they  were  obliged  to 
halt  whenever  the  troops  did,  and  could  not  carry  a  suffi- 
ciency of  forage,  which  they  often  were  obliged  to  pur- 
chase ;  that  wlien  they  had  no  troops  they  stopped  when 
and  where  they  liked,  and  took  the  advantage  of  places 
where  they  could  gel  provisions  and  forage  cheap. 

I  am  informed  he  says  he  has  no  money  for  those  that 
carried  baggage.  He  has  no  money  from  me  to  discharge 
any  particular  account.  What  he  has  is  on  account,  and 
to  pay  every  creditor  of  the  publick,  as  far  as  it  goes ;  and 
when  I  get  the  remainder  of  his  account,  which  he  pro- 
mised immediately  lo  send,  and  which  I  have  not  yet  got, 
(although  he  has  been  gone  about  twenty  days  from  here.) 
I  shall  pay  what  is  due. 

Reports  have  prevailed,  that  1  refused  to  pay  the  carpen- 
ters enqiloyed  in  the  ]iubhck  service.  When  the  first  carpen- 
ters were  discharged.  I  had  not  sufficiency  of  money  to  pay 
them  all,  and  some  returned  without  their  pay  ;  those  that 
were  jiaid  had  their  accounts  made  up  from  the  day  of  my 
arrival  at  Fort  George,  and  I  certified  it  so  on  the  back  of 
their  accounts  or  discharges.  But  it  is  asked  why  they 
were  not  paid  from  the  lime  they  entered  into  the  service. 
For  this  most  evident  reason  :  because  they  were  engaged 


*In  a  letter  to  Walter  Livingston,  E: 
70s.  too  much:  hut,  since  the  wagon 
K.ght  to  1  


I4thult.,  Isay,  "Ithiii 

been  promised  it.  the 

This,  alone,  would  be  a  refutation  of  that  charge. 
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by  the  Committee  of  ^/ionj/,  previous  to  my  taking  the 
command  ;  and  I  could  not,  without  ilie  spirit  of  divination, 
know  what  money,  or  wiiether  any,  had  been  advanced 
them  by  tliat  respectable  body,  as  1  was  not  possessed  of 
their  accounts. 

A  consideiable  number  of  .Mr.  Bratt's  parly  were  dis- 
charged in  my  absence  ;  tiiese,  therefore,  I  could  not  pos- 
sibly pay.  When  .Mr.  Bratt  left  this,  1  gave  him,  unasked, 
£150;  because,  as  1  observe  to  him,  killing  time  was  ap- 
proaching, and  the  carpenters  might  want  some  money 
before  I  could  reach  Albany.  I  dare  say  Mr.  Bratt  will 
do  me  the  justice  to  acknowledge  this. 

I  am  also  charged  with  refusing  to  let  some  ol  them 
return  home  when  they  applied  for  it,  and  that  1  kept  them 
contrary  to  their  inclinations.  This  charge  1  frankly  avow 
to  be  well  founded  ;  but,  gentlemen,  if  the  Army  had  not 
been  able  to  jiroceed,  or  it",  after  having  proceeded,  it  had 
been  under  the  necessity  of  returning  for  want  of  provi- 
sions, which  could  only  be  carried  in  boats,  would  you  or 
any  other  of  my  judicious  countrymen  have  allowed  it  as 
a  sufficient  excuse,  if  1  had  said  the  carpenters  wanted  to 
go  home,  and  I  would  not  prevent  them,  lest  1  should  give 
offence.  I  have  the  fullest  confidence,  gentlemen,  that 
no  such  excuse  would  be  taken  ;  and,  consequently,  I  shall 
be  justified  in  this.  And  indeed,  gentlemen,  that  I  have 
had  a  hard,  a  very  hard  task  to  procure  a  sufiiciency  of  craft 
for  both  purposes,  I  can  bring  a  variety  of  gentlemen  to  attest. 

1  am  also  charged  with  giving  them  but  barely  time  to 
eat  their  victuals,  and  setting  them  to  work  at  sunrise,  and 
obliging  them  to  work  till  sunset.  Here,  too,  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  that  period  previous  to  my  departure  hence  with 
the  Army,  I  also  plead  guilty.  1  reached  this  the  ISth 
July,  and,  except  thirteen  or  fourteen  batteaus  that  were 
built  at  Fort  George,  not  one  earthly  thing  was  prepared. 
I  had  saw-mills  to  repair,  timber  and  every  other  individual 
thing  to  procure,  gun-carriages  to  build,  vessels  of  force  to 
construct — the  season  far  advanced,  and  had  orders  to 
penetrate  into  Canada  with  an  Army.  In  this  situation, 
under  the  sanguine  expectations  of  all  the  Continent,  let 
those  that  find  fault  with  my  conduct  in  this  instance  con- 
ceive themselves  in  my  situation,  and  reflect  coolly  on  what 
would  have  been  their  duty  in  such  a  case,  as  I  trust  that 
they  woidd  justify  me  without  the  least  hesitation. 

1  am  not  so  totally  ignorant  of  mankind  as  not  to  know 
that  the  character  of  every  man  sustaining  a  publick  oflice 
becomes  the  subject  of  general  animadversion.  In  a  free 
Country  it  ought  not  to  be  otherwise.  It  is,  however,  a 
duty  every  man  owes  to  himself  to  justify  his  conduct, 
tliat  the  envious,  whose  food  is  venom  and  detraction,  and 
who  are  continually  spewing  out  poison,  may  not  mislead 
the  honest,  the  ignorant,  and  the  unwary.  I  hope  I  have 
succeeded  in  this. 

I  have,  gentlemen,  detained  you  long,  and  trespassed 
much  upon  your  patience,  for  which  I  have  to  entreat  your 
pardon.  I  hope  I  have  made  good  my  assertion,  that  the 
imputations  were  "  equally  groundless  and  wicked,  or  fri- 
volous." If  you  are  of  the  same  opinion,  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  do  me  the  justice  to  contradict  the  reports  in 
any  manner  you  may  think  proper.  If  your  opinion  should 
not  coincide  with  mine,  your  justice  and  your  candour  will 
induce  you  to  let  me  know  in  what  particulars;  and  if  I 
cannot  gainsay  it.  I  shall  penitentially  kiss  the  rod,  being 
ever  willing  to  abide  by  the  judgments  of  so  respectable  a 
body. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  sentiments  of  esteem  and  re- 
spect, your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Pun. IP  S(  III'VLEK. 

To  the  Committee  o(  Albany. 

P.  S.  As  I  mean  to  be  frank  with  all  men,  I  write  Mr. 
Phelps  by  this  opportimity.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
enclose  him  a  copy  of  this  letter. 

[Xo.  3.] 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  31st  October,  with  the  accounts 
it  enclosed,  was  delivered  me  on  the  5th  instant,  by  Mr. 
fyench. 

You  say  you  have  examined  Mr.  French's  account, 
which  you  now  send  me,  and  find  nothing  in  it  but  what  is 
fair  and  reasonable.     I  have  also  examined  it,  and  believe 


it  to  be  just ;  and  in  the  enclosed  state  you  will  perceive 
that,  after  every  charge  is  made,  with  the  addition  of  £-21 
for  transporting  baggage  for  the  troops  under  Colonel 
Ritzcina,  his  whole  account,  up  to  the  11th  September, 
inclusive,  amounts  to  no  more  than  £l,i233  10s.  Id.  Why, 
then,  did  you  charge  in  your  account  Mr.  jPre/icA's  hill  for 
provisions,  boating,  and  wagons,  £1,638  los.  8d.,  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  were  then  in  your  possession,  as  Mr. 
French  has  here  frankly  acknowledged,  in  the  presence  of 
three  gentlemen  ;  and,  indeed,  that  you  knew  the  exact 
quantity  of  provisions  he  had  forwarded,  I  had  sufficient 
proof  of  before,  from  under  your  own  hand,  of  which  I 
iiave  convinced  Mr.  French. 

I  know  that  it  is  diflicult  to  ascertain  the  loads  of  bag- 
gage that  have  been  rid  ;  it  is  not  even  necessary,  except 
in  the  accounts ;  but  why,  out  of  the  money  which  I  have 
given  you,  have  you  not  paid  such  wagoners  as  produced 
their  certificates?  Does  my  warrant  express  that  it  was 
for  any  particular  payments?  Had  I  any  more  than  your 
first  general  account  when  I  gave  that  warrant  ?  Did  not 
that  warrant  reach  Albany  about  the  very  time,  or  even 
before  you  arrived  at  this  place  with  the  particulars  of  your 
account;  and  did  not  I  tell  you  here,  that  the  baggage 
wagons  should  have  twelve  shillings  |)er  day  ?  You  know 
I  did,  and  in  the  presence  of  gentlemen  who  recollect  it. 

You  say,  when  you  drew  up  the  first  stating  of  your  ac- 
counts, they  were  in  a  manner  incorrect  and  uncertain.  It 
is  as  evident  as  that  two  and  two  is  four,  fiom  the  very 
face  of  the  first  account,  that  you  had  the  bills  for  the  ar- 
ticles purchased,  as  also  those  for  freight,  and  those  for 
keeping  the  sick.  I  have  already  observed  that  you  had 
Mr.  French's,  and  that  I  can  prove  it ;  and  I  have  it  from 
under  your  own  hand,  that  you  knew,  at  the  very  time 
you  made  that  account,  the  exact  number  of  carriages 
that  had  carried  pro\isions  to  Fort  George,  as  well  those 
charged  in  Mr.  Frc7ich's  account  as  part  of  the  £1,638 
\5s.  8d.,  as  those  charged  in  your  account  to  the  amount 
of  £'2,635  lOi-. ;  and  the  remaining  articles  were  of  trifling 
amount. 

You  go  on.  Sir,  and  say  "you  made  an  accurate  cast  of 
the  wagons  and  ox  teams  employed  to  carry  provisions  to 
the  lake,  which,  if  you  remember  right,  was  about  three 
lumdred  wagons  and  fifty  ox  teams;  and,  from  the  best 
accounts  you  had,  you  thought  the  baggage  wagons  might 
amount  to  as  much  more,  and  about  twenty  ox  teams," 
for  which  reason  you  included  them  ;  this  is  not  only  a 
curious,  but  a  very  extraordinary  assertion.  You  made  an 
accurate  cast.  Here  you  confess  that  you  had  it  in  your 
power  to  know  exactly  what  provisions  went,  and  you 
thought  the  baggage  wagons  might  amount  to  about  three 
hundred,  and  about  twenty  ox  carts.  This  would  be  a 
round  sum,  nothing  less  thin  £1190,  if  they  had  not 
been  detained  one  day.  But  you  knew.  Sir,  that  Mr. 
French  had  charged  for  carrying  up  Colonel  li'aierbury's 
corps,  which  consisted  of  one  thousand  men,  complete, 
and  that  it  amounted  only  to  £106  2s.,  including  £33 
18s.  for  carrying  the  |)rovisions  Colonel  flaterbury  had 
with  him.  You  are  then,  Sir,  a  most  wretched  calculator 
to  su|>pose  that  the  other  troops  that  were  sent  up  pre- 
vious to  the  11th  September,  and  which  you  will  find,  on 
examination,  not  to  exceed  fifteen  hundred  men,  at  most, 
should  have  amounted  to  such  a  sum. 

But,  Sir,  the  assertion  is  not  true,  that  you  made  a  charge 
of  baggage  wagons  in  the  first  six  hundred  and  five,  for 
these  reasons : 

First.  Because  you  confess  you  have  no  account  of 
them,  and  these  six  hundred  and  five  wagons  were  charged 
as  per  receipts. 

Secondly.  Because  I  can  prove,  from  under  your  own 
hand,  by  your  own  returns,  that  you  had  forwarded  provi- 
sions to  that  amount,  including  what  you  delivered  to  Mr. 
French;  and  that  you  included  all  that  in  your  account, 
aliliough  you  knew  that  Mr.  French  had  charged  it  in  his. 

And  lastly.  Because  you  here  confessed,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  .Mr.  Bedford,  the  Muster-Master  General,  Captain 
Buell,  and  Captain  Variclc,  that  you  were  convinced  there 
was  an  overcharge,  but  did  not  know  how  it  happened  ; 
protesting  then  that  you  were  innocent  of  any  intentional 
fraud,  which,  for  your  sake,  I  hope  that  you  will  fix  on  the 
persons  that  were. 

The  other  trifling  charges  which  you  mention  to  have 
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made  by  mistake,  I  can  conceive  to  be  very  possible:  they 
are  to  be  rectified. 

The  baggage  of  General  JVooster's  Regiment  is  upon  a 
-footing  with  all  the  other,  and  to  be  paid  as  those  of  the 
New- York  Regiments,  without  any  discrimination,  for 
which  I  shall  give  order. 

You  have,  Sir,  by  this  lime  received  the  copy  of  my 
letter  to  the  Committee  oi  Albany.  I  enclose  this  to  th;it 
respectable  body,  and  beg  them,  after  reading  it,  to  deliver 
it  to  you. 

1  have  found  you.  Sir,  to  say  the  least  I  can,  incompe- 
tent to  the  charge  that  was  conferred  on  you.  I  dare  not 
give  you  a  warrant  for  any  more  money  ;  and  yon  are, 
therefore,  to  observe  the  enclosed  orders,  which  1  expect 
)ou  will  not  make  the  least  delay  in  complying  with,  that 
the  publick  creditors  may  be  innnediately  paid,  and  the 
service  not  suffer;  and  that  1  may  in  futuie  have  no  com- 
plaints that  the  peoj)le  remain  unpaid,  who  have  become 
the  honest  creditors  of  the  publick. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant,    „  e 

■'  '     PlIlI.lP  SCHUVLER. 

To  Mr.  Elisha  Fhdps,  Deputy  Commissary. 


Gentlemen  :  I  again  presume  to  trouble  you  on  the 
same  disagreeable  subject  which  occasioned  my  last,  and 
therefore  entreat  you  to  read  the  enclosed  letter,  of  which 
1  beg  you  to  order  a  copy  to  be  made,  as  also  of  the  order 
it  encloses.  This  is  a  trouble  I  can  only  apologize  for  by 
want  of  time.  Pray  be  so  good  as  to  cause  Mr.  Fht/jn's 
letter  to  be  delivered  unsealed,  and  by  a  proper  person, 
that  has  compared  it  with  your  copy  ;  1  wish  the  day  may 
be  noted. 

I  shall  by  this  conveyance  send  orders  to  Mr.  Liviiiir- 
slon  to  pay  off  every  person  whom  Mr.  Phelps  has  em- 
)jloyed,  his  clerks  exce|)ted,  or  from  whom  he  has  purchased 
any  article  for  the  publick  service;  but  this  cannot  be  done 
until  he  gets  iMr.  Phelps's  accounts,  as  he  will  not  be  able 
to  know  what  money  has  been  advanced.  Mr.  Phelps  need 
not  to  be  above  two  days  in  doing  this  with  great  accuracy. 

Be  pleased  to  let  Mr.  Livingston  have  a  copy  of  the 
order  lo  i\Ir.  Phelps,  and,  if  he  should  have  occasion,  a  copy 
of  the  accounts  which  I  have  transmitted  you  in  my  last, 
and  which  is  marked  No.  5. 


SCHL 


To  the  Committee  of  Albanij. 


GOVERNOCR  TRUMBULL   TO   THE    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  November  20,  1775.] 

Lebanon,  Connecticut,  November  11,  177.'). 

Sir  :  I  am  desired  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Co- 
lony 10  write  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  state  the 
matters  relative  to  the  prisoners  here.  Enclosed  is  the 
resolution  of  our  Assembly,  with  the  copies  of  the  letters 
and  |)apers  therein  desired  to  be  transmitted. 

Captain  Delaplact  and  family  are  at  Hartford;  the 
soldiers  taken  with  him  at  Ticonil croga  and  Croivn  Point 
are  removed,  and  employed  in  several  Towns  near  that. 
Ensign  Morland,  who  belonged  to  that  garrison,  and  af- 
terwards sent  here,  was  ordered  into  a  good  family  in 
fVindsor ;  he  is  unwilling  to  stay  at  the  jjlace  of  his  des- 
tination. Governour  Skene,  with  his  son,  are  in  a  society 
belonging  to  Hartford.  Major  French,  with  his  compan- 
ions, are  at  pre.sent  in  that  Town  ;  the  enclosures  will  show 
their  circumstances  and  requests;  also,  the  motion  of  Cap- 
tain Delaplace.  The  situation  and  circutnstances  of  J\Iid- 
dlelown  render  that  an  improper  place  for  the  officers. 
There  is  an  Episcopal  missionary  at  Simsbnry ;  I  have  no 
objection  to  that  place,  if  desirable  to  them  ;  it  is  not  much 
odds  in  its  distance  from  Boston.  There  is  one  prisoner 
at  fVindham,  who  was  taken  with  three  negro  men,  two  of 
which  negroes  were  taken  by  Captain  Jf'allace,  of  the  Rose, 
man-of-war,  from  Governour  Cooke,  of  Providence,  on 
board  his  packet  laden  with  rum,  which  was  seized  ;  the 
other  from  Mr.  Collins,  of  iSeuport.  This  man  and  ne- 
groes were  put  on  board  a  sloop  taken  by  Captain  Wallace 
at  the  time  he  cannonaded  Stonington.  The  sloop  by  a 
gale  of  wind  was  driven  into  New-London  harbour,  and 
was  retaken  there  ;  tlie  negroes  and  sloop  restored  to  the 
owners;  the  man,  a  small  officer  on  board  the  ship,  is  re- 


tained. Major-General  Schui/ler  hath  lately  sent  hither 
the  prisoners  taken  at  La  Prairie  or  thereabout ;  and,  by 
his  letter  of  the  27ih  of  October,  ult.,  informs  me  that  he 
intendeth  to  order  the  officers  and  soldiers,  with  the  women 
and  children,  in  all  near  two  hundred,  taken  at  Chambly, 
into  this  Colony,  under  my  direction.  I  have  given  orders 
to  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  care  of,  provide  for, 
and  inspect  the  prisoners  sent  into  this  Colony,  to  send  to 
Great  Harrington  and  Canaan,  to  stay  them  at  the  latter ; 
that  one  or  more  of  the  Committee  meet  them  imme- 
diately after  the  knowledge  of  their  arrival,  to  make  ne- 
cessary provision,  and  give  directions  for  their  reception 
and  entertainment  in  several  Towns  in  the  County  o(  Litch- 
field, so  as  persons  of  the  same  family  be  not  separated ; 
that  being  the  nearest  part  of  the  Colony  to  the  place  of 
their  dwelling.  At  the  same  time  that  the  United  Colonics 
lament  the  necessity  of  taking  up  arms  for  the  safety  and 
defence  of  their  rights  and  liberty,  they  may  thankfully 
rejoice  in  the  success  of  those  arms,  and  in  hope  of  future 
prosperity:  I  do  therefore  congratulate  you  on  the  suc- 
cess at  Chambly,  on  the  hope  of  a  speedy  reduction  o(  St. 
John's,  of  the  security  of  the  Province  of  (^ncbeck,  in  their 
own  and  our  interest,  and  thereby  of  preventing  the  In- 
dians taking  up  the  hatchet  against  these  Colonies. 

Please,  Sir,  to  lay  the  resolve  of  our  Assembly,  with 
the  papers  enclosed,  before  the  honourable  Congress,  for 
their  consideration  and  answer. 

I  have  been  informed  that  disturbances  have  happened 
at  IVcstmorcland,  on  the  Snsrjuehannnh  River — some  of 
the  Connecticut  people  going  to  the  west  branch  ;  whether 
prudently  or  not,  it  was  done  without  direction  of  Govern- 
ment, and,  I  believe,  without  any  from  the  Company.  They 
were  attacked  by  riaimers  under  .Mr.  Penn,  fired  upon, 
their  effects  taken  from  them,  and  some  imprisoned.  This 
Colony  have  asserted  their  claim  to  those  lands,  the  case 
is  carried  to  England,  and  |)roperly  pursued  there  ;  anri 
from  a  letter  from  our  agents,  lately  received,  there  appears 
a  probability  that  Conmiissioners  will  be  appointed  in  this 
Country,  to  hear  and  determine  the  case,  with  liberty  to 
either  party  to  appeal.  I  lament  that  interested  indivi- 
duals, joined  with  the  enemies  of  the  rights  of  the  Colonies, 
have  at  this  time  such  an  handle  tocau?e  division  and  mis- 
chief between  these  two  Colonies  on  that  liead.  It  is  far 
from  our  design  to  take  any  advantage  in  the  case  from  the 
present  unhappy  difference  with  Great  Britain.  Our 
desire  is  that  no  advantage  be  taken  on  either  side;  but  at 
a  proper  time,  and  before  competent  judges,  to  have  the 
different  claims  to  those  lands  litigated,  settled,  and  de- 
termined ;  in  the  mean  time,  to  have  this  lie  dormant, 
until  the  other  all  important  controversy  is  brought  to  a 
close.  The  wisdom  of  the  Congress,  I  trust,  will  find  means 
to  put  a  stop  to  all  altercations  between  tliis  Colony  and 
Mr.  Penn,  and  the  settlers  under  each,  until  a  calm  and 
peaceable  day.  The  gun  and  bayonet  are  not  the  consti- 
tutional instruments  to  adjust  and  settle  real  claims  ;  neither 
will  insidious  methods  turn  to  account,  for  such  as  make 
them  their  pursuit. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard.  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  very  humble  servant, 

T.         I  I      Ti  7     f  Jonathan  Tru.mbull. 

Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governour  and  Compa- 
ny of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  holden  at  New-Haven, 
on  the  second  Thursday  of  October,  1775: 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  his  Honour  the  Go- 
vernour be  desired  to  write  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  state  the  several  matters  relative  to  the  prisoners  of  war 
who  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  brought  into  this  Colony, 
and  request  the  direction  of  said  Congress  in  what  manner 
the  officers  and  soldiers  who  are  prisoners  as  aforesaid  shall 
be  provided  for  and  supjiorted,  and  liow  and  in  what  manner 
the  expense  incurred  thereby  shall  be  defrayed;  and  that 
his  Honour  transmit  therewith  a  copy  of  General  TVash- 
ington's  letters  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection  at  Hart- 
ford, respecting  Major  French  and  his  companions;  also, 
said  French's  request,  contained  in  his  billet  to  Mr.  Paine ; 
and  Captain  William  Delaplace's  memorial,  preferred  to 
this  Assembly. 

A  true  copy  of  record,  examined  by, 

George  Wvllys,  Secrelan/. 
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lljrtford,  Octobir  -'3,  1775. 

Your  meiDorialist,  in  behalf  of  liimseM  and  brother  offi- 
cers, now  prisoners  in  Hartford,  being  deprived  of  every 
means  whereby  to  get  money,  do  request  that  your  Hon- 
our and  liie  honourable  the  (icneral  Assembly,  now  con- 
vened at  JSew-Uavcn,  will  take  their  case  into  your  most 
serious  consideration,  and  that  they  may  be  supplied  with 
cash,  ai  least  as  much  as  their  subsistence  amounts  to  since 
their  being  here  ;  tiiey  giving  an  order  on  their  agent 
or  Paymaster  for  their  accejjt.ince.  This  granted,  shall 
esteem  as  a  great  favour  done  to  your  most  obedient  ser- 
'3"^'  William  Delaplace. 

To  His  Excellency  Govcinour  Trumbull,  and  the  Hon- 
ourable the  General  Assemhlv,  now  convened  at  ^civ- 
linvoi.  _ 

Hertford,  June -^7,  1775. 

Wliereas  the  Committee  appointed  by  your  Excellency 
and  the  honourable  Assembly  have  come  to  a  resolution  to 
allow  us,  your  memorialists,  two  dollars  per  week  for  our 
board,  we'beg  leave  to  address  your  Honour,  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  War,  to  take  the  matter  into  your  serious  consi- 
deration, as  it  is  by  no  means  adequate  to  our  rank  in  the 
Army,  nor  can  we,  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  re- 
ceive any  assistance  from  our  friends. 

WlLLLVM   DeLAPLACE, 

Andrew  Philip  Skene, 
Joseph  .Mouland. 


1   OUNLIL    OF   HLVSSACHLSETTS   TO  THEIR  DELEGATES  IN  THE 
CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

W^tcrtown,  November  11,  1775. 

Gentle.men  :  The  manifest  militation  between  tlie  re- 
solve which  passed  the  honourable  ihe  American  Congress 
(in  the  9th  o(  June  last,  relative  to  establishing  civil  Go- 
vernment in  this  Colony,  and  the  resolve  which  passed  the 
Congress  on  the  Ibth  last  Julij,  jwinting  to  a  method  how 
the  .Militia  should  be  regulated  in  the  several  United  Ame- 
rican Colonies,  hath  caused  .some  altercation  between  the 
honourable  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Council. 
The  House  have  claimed,  by  virtue  of  the  last  resolve,  a 
rit;ht  to  a  voice  in  the  choice  (with  the  Council)  of  the 
iMihtia  Officers  in  this  Colony.  The  Council  have  consi- 
dered themselves  bound  to  act  in  conformity  to  the  last- 
mentioned  resolve;  but  such  is  the  prevailing  sentiment  of 
the  House  that  they  have  a  right  to  join  in  the  election  of 
military  ofiicers,  that  it  will  be  dithcult  for  the  Council 
longerto  stem  the  torrent  of  a  measure  so  popular,  unless 
absolutely  directed  thereto  by  the  honourable  Congress. 
The  Council  hope  an  order  of  that  kind  will  not  take  place. 
They  rather  wish  the  representatives  of  the  people  may 
be  gratified  in  this  claim,  as  we  think  it  will  promote  the 
peace  of  the  Colony  and  the  publick  cause.  You  will 
think  of  the  matter,  and  give  us  your  advice,  either  with  or 
without  consulting  your  brethren  of  the  Congress,  as  you 
shall  judge  best.       '  J ,yu:s  Ons,  T resident. 

To  the  Massachusetts  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress. 


COLNCIL  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  TO  JOHN   HANCOCK. 
[Head  November  20,  1775.^ 

Council  Chamber,  Nov.'inbcr  11,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Captain  Robbins,  from  Ireland,  bound  to 
Boston,  was  taken,  on  Tuesday  last,  by  one  of  our  boats, 
and  carried  uno  Beverly.  This  vessel  is  loaded  with  pro- 
visions. He  brought  a  number  of  letters  for  the  officers 
in  the  Army  and  others.*  We  sent  them  to  General  ll'ash- 

'  W.VTERTOUN,  Novemlier  13,  \l~j.— Wednesday  last  Captain  Rob. 
hins,  bound  IVom  Ireland  for  Boston,  in  a  scliooiier  laden  Kith  beef, 
tongues,  butter,  potatoes,  and  eggs,  (all  much  wanted  for  the  butchor- 
ini'  assassLib  there,)  was  taken  by  a  privatr.T  tV.>m  l!rrrrh/.  and  ear. 
ri.-d  in  there.  Captain  RotAiw.s-,  who  has  lw,„  \nn,v'Ul  I,,  ■['own,  in. 
forms  us  that  ho  left  Ireland  the  2llh  nf  x,;, /,,„/„  ,  .-  ;,t  w  In.li  time 
live  Regiments  were  embarking  on  board  mv ai  slii|i.-  :iiia  ■ne-  l>rig  for 
Huston,  and  it  was  said  tliat  those  were  all  thu  i  roups  d.-^Uned  hence 
:hls  fall,  thougli  a  large  re-cnforcement  was  to  be  sent  in  the  spring, 
to  make  up  an  army  of  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  men.  Caj). 
lam  Rohbins  brought  papers  to  the  IGth  o{  September,  which  are  not 
eome  to  hand.  Ho  likewise  says  the  common  people  <i{  Ireland  were 
almost  unanimous  in  favour  of  the  Atncricans,  anil  that  only  those  m 
the  80i"vice  of  Government  appeared  against  us. 
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ington,   for  his  perusal ;  and  we  now  despatch  a  messen- 
ger (Revere)  with  them  to  the  honourable  Congress. 
In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Council: 

James  Otis,  President. 
Hon.  John  Hancock,  Es(|. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    THE    PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 
[Head  November  au,  1775.-: 

Cambridge,  November  11,  1775. 

Sir;  I  had  the  honour  to  address  myself  to  you  tiie 
bill  instant,  b\  Captain  Macpherson;  since  which,  I  have 
an  account  of  a  schooner,  laden  chiefly  with  fne-wooil, 
being  brought  into  Marblehcud  by  the  armed  Schooner 
Lee,  ("aptain  Manly.  She  bad  on  board  the  master,  a 
Midshipman,  two  marines,  and  four  sailois,  fiom  the  Cer- 
berus, man-of-war,  who  had  made  prize  of  this  schooner  a 
few  days  before,  and  was  sending  her  into  Boston. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  an  act  passed  this  session 
by  the  honourable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  this  Pro\ince.  It  respects  such  captures  as  may  be 
made  by  vessels  fitted  out  by  the  Province  or  by  indivi- 
duals thereof.  As  the  armed  vessels  fitted  out  at  tlie  Con- 
tinental expense  do  not  come  under  tliib  law,  I  would  have 
il  submitted  to  the  consideralion  of  Congress  to  point  out 
a  more  summary  way  of  proceeding  to  determine  llie  pro- 
perty and  mode  of  condemnation  of  such  prizes  as  have 
been  or  hereafter  may  be  made,  than  is  specified  in  this 
act.  Should  not  a  Court  be  established,  by  authority  of 
Congress,  to  take  cognizance  of  prizes  made  by  the  Conti- 
nental vessels?  Whatever  the  mode  is  which  they  are 
pleased  to  adopt,  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  of  its  being 
speedily  determined  on  ;  for  I  cannot  spare  time,  from 
military  aliliirs,  to  give  proper  attention  to  these  matters. 

The  inhabitants  of  Plymouth  have  taken  a  sloop,  laden 
with  pro\isions,  kc,  from  Halifax,  bound  to  Boston;  and 
the  inhabitants  of  Beverly  have,  under  cover  of  one  of  the 
armed  schooners,  taken  a  vessel  from  Ireland,  laden  with 
beef,  pork,  butler,  kc,  for  same  place.  The  latter  brings 
papers  and  letters  of  a  very  interesting  nature,  which  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  honourable  Council,  wiio  informed  me 
thev  will  transmit  them  to  you  by  this  conveyance.  To 
the  contents  of  these  letters  and  papers  I  must  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  and  the  honourable  Congress,  who  will  now 
see  the  absolute  necessity  there  is  of  exerting  all  their  wis- 
dom to  withstand  the  mighty  efforts  of  our  enemies. 

The  trouble  I  have,  in  the  arrangement  of  the  Army, 
is  really  inconceivable.  Many  of  the  officers  sent  in  their 
names  to  serve,  in  expectation  of  promotion  ;  others  stood 
aloof,  to  see  what  advantage  they  could  make  for  them- 
selves; whilst  a  number,  who  had  declined,  have  again 
sent  in  their  names  to  serve.  So  great  has  the  confusion 
arising  from  these  and  many  other  perplexing  circum- 
stances been,  that  I  found  it  absolutely  im|)ossible  to  fix 
this  very  interesting  business  exactly  on  the  [dan  resolved 
on  in  conference,  though  1  have  kept  up  to  the  spirit,  as 
near  as  the  nature  and  necessity  of  the  case  would  admit 
of.  The  diiticulty  with  the  soldiers  is  as  great,  indeed 
more  so,  if  possible,  than  with  the  ofiicers.  They  will  not 
enlist,  until  they  know  their  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Major,  Captain.  &.C.,  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  fix  the  ofii- 
cers the  first  thing;  which  is,  at  last,  in  some  manner  dom. 
and  I  have  given  out  enlisting  orders.  You,  Sir,  can  much 
easier  judge  than  I  can  express  the  anxiety  of  mind  I 
must  labour  under  on  this  occasion,  especially  at  this  time, 
when  we  may  expect  the  enemy  will  begin  to  act,  on  the 
arrival  of  their  re-enforcement,  part  of  which  is  already 
come,  and  the  remainder  daily  dropping  in.  I  have  other 
distresses,  of  a  \ery  alarming  nature.  The  arms  of  our 
soldiery  are  so  exceeding  bad,  that  1  assure  you,  Sir,  I 
cannot  place  a  (iroper  confidence  in  them.  Our  powder  is 
wasting  fast,  notwithstanding  the  strictest  care,  economy, 
and  attention,  is  paid  to  it.  The  long  series  of  wet  weather 
we  have  hati  renders  the  greater  part  of  what  has  been 
served  out  to  the  men  of  no  use  ;  yesterday  I  had  a  proof 
of  it.  as  a  |iarty  of  the  enemy,  about  four  or  five  hundred, 
taking  the  advantage  of  a  high  tide,  landed  at  Lechmere\ 
Point,  which,  at  that  time,  was  in  effect  an  island.  ^\  e 
were  alarmed,  and,  of  course,  ordered  every  man  to  exa- 
mine bis  cartouch-box  ;  when  the  melancholy  truth  ap- 
peared, and  \\c  were  obliged  to  furnish  the  greater  part  of 
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tlierii  witli  fresh  ainiminliion.  Tlje  damage  done  at  the 
point  was  tlie  taking  of  a  man  who  watciied  a  few  horses 
and  cows  ;  ten  of  liie  latter  tiiey  carried  off.  Colonel 
Thompson  marched  down  with  his  Regiment  of  Ridemen, 
and  was  joined  by  Colonel  IVoodbriilgc,  with  a  pnrt  of 
his  and  a  part  of  Patltrsoiis  Re;,'imeiit,  who  gallantly 
waded  through  the  water,  and  soon  obliged  the  enemy  to 
embark,  under  cover  of  a  man-of-war,  a  floating  battery, 
and  the  fire  of  a  battery  on  Char/estown  Neck.  We  have 
two  of  our  men  dangerously  wounded  by  grape-shot  from 
tiie  man-of-war:  and,  by  a  flag  out  this  day,  we  are  in- 
formed the  enemy  lost  two  of  tjieir  men. 

[   have   the  honour  to  be,  with  my  best  respects  to  the 
Congress,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

on.  John  Hancock. 


ORDERS  BY  rJKNERAL  WASHIiVGTON. 

llcad-quaiters,  CanibridyL^  NoYonibtT  9,  ITTJ. 
r.)  iCo<mu-T>,p,,Bc,ijh,,t.) 

To  prevent  any  false  alarm,  notice  is  hereby  given  that 
arms  to-morrow  at 


the  Rifle  Battalion  will  discharu 
twelve,  noon. 


IIoad.QiKirters,  Ciui.lMi.lij.-,  Xovcmbor  In,  177."). 

The  General  thanks  Colonel  Thompson,  and  the  other 
gallant  oilicers  and  soldiers,  (as  well  of  other  Regiments 
as  the  Riders,)  for  their  alacrity  yesterday,  in  pushing 
through  the  water  to  get  to  the  enemy  on  Lcchmtrt's 
Foint.  He  is  informed  that  there  were  some  (names  as 
yet  unknown)  who  discovered  a  backwardness  in  crossing 
the  causeway;  these  will  be  tiiarked,  if  they  can  be  dis- 
covered. The  General  was  much  surprised  and  concerned 
to  see  the  order  in  which  many  of  the  arms,  in  several  of 
the  Regiments,  appeared;  he  had  not  time  to  inquire  the 
names  of  the  particular  officers  to  whose  Companies  they 
belonged,  but  desires  that  this  hint  may  be  received,  as  an 
admonition,  by  such  officers  as  are  conscious  of  their  ne- 
glect of  this  duty,  as  other  methods  will  be  fallen  upon,  if 
it  is  not. 

fi  the  sivtcenth  year  of  (he  rcif^n  of  George  (he  Third, 

King,  fyc. 
An  Act  fur  encouraging  the  filing  out  of  Armed  J'cssch 

to  defend  the  Sea-Coast  0/ America,  and  for  creeling 

a    Court  to  try  and  condemn  all  Vessels  that  shall  be 

found  infesting  the  same. 

Whereas  the  present  Administration  of  Great  Britain, 
being  divested  of  justice  and  humanity,  and  strangers  to 
tliat  magnanimity  and  sacred  regard  for  liberty  which  in- 
spired their  venerable  predecessors,  have  been  endeavour- 
ing, through  a  series  of  years,  to  establish  a  system  of  des- 
potism over  the  American  Colonies,  and,  by  their  venal 
and  corrupt  measures,  have  so  extended  their  influence  over 
the  British  Parliament,  that,  by  a  prostituted  majority,  it  is 
now  become  a  political  engine  of  slavery;  and  whereas  the 
military  tools  of  these  our  unnatural  enemies,  while  re- 
strained by  the  united  forces  of  the  American  Colonies  from 
proceeding  in  their  sanguinary  career  of  devastation  and 
slaughter,  are  infesting  the  sea-coasts  with  armed  vessels, 
and  daily  endeavouring  to  distress  the  inhabitants,  by  burn- 
ing their  Towns,  and  destroying  their  dwellings  with  their 
substance,  plundering  live  stock,  and  making  captures  of 
jH'ovision  and  other  vessels,  being  the  property  of  said  inha- 
bitants: And  whereas  their  Majesties,  King  If'illiain  and 
Queen  Mary,  by  the  royal  Charter  of  this  Colony,  "  for 
themselves,  their  heirs,  and  successors,  did  grant,  establish, 
and  ordain,  that  in  the  absence  of  the  Governour  and  Lieu- 
lenant-Governour  of  the  Colony,  a  majority  of  the  Council 
shall  have  full  power,  by  themselves,  or  by  any  chief  com- 
mander, or  other  officer  or  officers,  to  be  appointed  by 
them  from  time  to  time  for  the  special  defence  of  their  said 
Province  or  Territory,  to  assemble  in  martial  array  and 
put  in  warlike  posture  the  inhabitants  of  their  said  Province 
or  Territory,  and  to  lead  and  conduct  them,  and  with  them 
to  encoimter,  expulse,  resist,  and  pursue  by  force  of  arms, 
as  well  by  sea  as  by  land,  within  or  without  the  limits  of 
their  said  Province  or  Territory;  and  also  to  kill,  slay,  de- 
stroy, and  conquer,  by  all  fitting  ways,  enterprises,  and 
means,  whatsoever,  all  and  every  sucli  person  and  persons 


as  should  at  any  time  thereafter  attempt  or  enterprise  the 
destruction,  invasion,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  their  said 
Province  or  Territory,  and  to  take  and  surprise,  by  all  ways 
and  means  whatsoever,  all  and  every  person  and  persons, 
with  their  ships,  arms,  amniimition,  and  other  goods,  as 
should,  in  a  hostile  manner,  invade  or  attempt  the  inva- 
ding, conquering;  or  annoying  of  their  said  Piovince  or 
Territory:"  And  whereas  it  is  expressly  resolved  by  the 
Grand  Congress  o(  America,  "that  each  Colony,  at  their 
own  expense,  make  such  provision,  by  armed  vessels  or 
otherwise,  as  their  respective  Assemblies,  Conventions,  or 
Committees  of  Safety,  shall  judge  expedient  and  suitable 
to  their  circumstances  and  situations,  for  the  protection  of 
their  harbours  and  navigation  on  the  sea-coasts  against  all 
unlawful  invasion,  attacks,  and  depredations,  from  cutters 
and  ships  of  war;"  and  it  is  the  duty  and  interest  of  this 
Colony  to  exert  itself,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
supplies  liom  the  enemy,  as  for  those  mentioned  in  the 
paragraphs  of  the  Charter  and  Resolve  now  recited: 

Therefore,  for  the  more  effectually  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  purposes  aforesaid,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council 
anil  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assem- 
bled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  all  armed  and 
other  vessels  which  shall  be  brought  into  this  Colony,  and 
have  been  found  making  unlawful  invasions,  attacks,  or 
depredations  on  the  sea-coasts  or  navigation  of  any  part  ot 
America,  or  improved  in  supplying  the  Fleet  and  Army 
which  have  been  or  shall  at  any  time  be  employed  against 
the  United  Colonies,  or  employed  by  the  said  enemy  in 
any  respect  whatsoever  ;  and  aho  all  vessels,  whose  masters 
or  supeicargoes  shall  have  had  designs  of  carrying  supplies 
of  any  kind  to  the  enemy,  or  that  shall  be  returning  from 
the  enemy  after  having  carried  such  supplies,  and  sliall  bo 
convicted  thereof,  as  is  herein  provided,  such  vessel  or  ves- 
sels, with  their  appurtenances  and  cargoes,  shall  be  deemed 
forfeited,  and  shall  be  disposed  of  as  is  by  this  act  hereafter 
ordered  and  directed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  Council  of  this  Colony,  or  the  miijor  ))art  of  them, 
shall  be  fully  empowered  to  commission,  with  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  any  person  or  persons,  within  this 
Colony,  who  shall  at  his  or  their  own  expense  fix  out  and 
equip  for  the  defence  of  America  any  vessel,  as  also  any 
person  who  shall,  by  the  owner  of  such  vessel,  be  recom- 
mended therefor:  and  that  all  such  persons,  so  commis- 
sioned as  aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power,  with  such  other 
persons  as  they  shall  engage  to  their  assistance,  to  sail  on 
the  seas,  attack,  take,  and  bring  into  any  port  in  this  Colo- 
ny, all  vessels  offending  or  employed  by  the  enemy  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  also  to  retake,  and  bring  in  as  aforesaid,  any 
vessel  or  vessels  that  may  be  taken  from  any  person  or 
persons  by  said  enemy. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
master  or  owner  of  such  \essel  shall,  at  the  time  he  receives 
such  commission,  enter  into  bond,  with  one  sufficient  suretv 
at  least,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  office,  and  obser- 
ving the  law  of  this  Colony  relating  to  armed  vessels;  which 
bond  shall  be  in  the  form  following,  viz: 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  A  B  and 
CD,  of — ,  fcc,  are  holden  and  stand  firjiily  bound  and 
obliged  unto  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General  of  the 
Colony  aforesaid,  in  the  full  and  just  sum  of  — ,  to  be 
paid  unto  the  said  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General,  or  to 
ills  successor  in  said  office ;  to  the  true  payment  whereoi' 
we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administra- 
tors, jointl}'  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  presents.  Seal- 
ed with  our  seals,  the  —  day  of  — ,  Anno  Domini  17 — . 
The  condition  of  the  aforewritten  obligation  is  such,  that 
whereas  the  said  A  B  hath,  on  the  day  of  the  date 
hereof,  received  a  commission  to  command  an  armed  ves- 
sel called  the  — ,  burden  about  —  tons.  —  to  make  repri- 
sals of  all  armed  and  other  vessels  that  shall  be  found 
supplying  the  enemy  or  acting  counter  to  a  law  of  this 
Colony,  entitled  '  .An  Act  for  encouraging  the  fixing  out 
of  Armed  Vessels  to  defend  the  Sea-Coast  of  America. 
and  for  erecting  a  Court  to  try  and  condemn  all  Vessels 
that  shall  be  found  infesting  the  same.'  If,  therefore,  the 
said  A  B  shall  and  do  in  and  by  all  things,  well  and  truly 
observe  and  fulfil  such  instructions  as  he  shall  receive  from 
the  Council  of  this  Colony,  and  shall  in  all  respects  con- 
form   himself  to   the  tlirections  given   in  and    bv  the  ac: 
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aforesaid,  then  the  aforewritten  obligation  to  be  void,  other- 
wise to  remain  in  lull  force." 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  erected 
and  constantly  held  in  the  Town  of  Plymouth,  in  the  Coun- 
ty o(  Flymouth,  a  Court  of  Justice,  by  such  able  and  dis- 
creet person  as  shall  be  appointed  and  coniniiisioned  by  the 
major  part  of  the  Council  for  that  purpose,  whose  business 
it  shall  be  to  take  cognizance  of  and  try  the  justice  of  any 
capture  or  captures  of  any  vessel  or  vessels,  that  may  or 
shall  be  taken  by  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  and 
brought  into  either  of  the  Counties  of  Plymouth,  Barnsta- 
ble, Bristol,  JS'antuckct,  or  Dukes  Comity;  and  the  judge 
so  commissioned,  to  hold  said  Court  as  aforesaid,  shall  have 
jiower  at  all  times  to  issue  his  warrant  or  warrants  to  the 
constable  or  constables  of  any  Town  or  Towns,  within  the 
said  Counties  of  Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Bristol,  Dukes 
County,  or  Nantucket,  or  either  of  them,  directing  the  said 
constable  or  constables  to  warn  a  meeting  o(  the  inhabi- 
tants of  their  Towns,  resjieciively,  and  to  draw  out  of  the 
box  in  such  manner  as  is  provided  by  the  laws  of  this  Co- 
lony for  returning  jurors  to  serve  in  the  Inferior  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  so  many  good  and  lavvlul  men,  for  jurors,  as 
said  judge  shall,  in  his  said  warrant,  order  and  direct,  not 
exceeding  the  number  of  twelve  ;  and  the  said  constables 
shall  immedi,(tely,  as  soon  as  may  be,  give  notice,  in  writing, 
to  such  persons,  so  drawn,  of  the  time  and  place  which  in  the 
said  warrant  shall  be  set  for  their  appearance,  and  shall  return 
said  warrant,  witli  his  doings  thereon,  to  said  judge,  at  or 
before  the  time  set  therein  for  the  a|)pearaiice  ol  said  jurors. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  constable,  within 
said  Counties,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  obey  the  warrant 
of  the  judge  for  returning  said  jurors  as  aforesaid,  he  shall 
pay  such  fine  as  the  said  judge  shall  order,  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  forty  shillings;  and  if  any  juror,  so  drawn,  and 
having  notice  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  appear  at  the  time  and 
place  directed  in  such  warrant,  or  shall  refuse,  without  rea- 
sonable excuse,  to  serve  on  such  jury,  he  shall  pay  such 
fine  as  the  judge  shall  order,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  for- 
ty shillings  ;  but  before  such  fine  shall  be  awarded,  the  said 
judge  shall  summon  such  juryman  to  appear  before  him, 
to  show  forth  the  reasons  of  his  neglect ;  and  if  such  reasons 
shall  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  said  judge,  then  he,  the  said 
judge,  shall  i^sue  his  warrant  of  distress  for  such  fine,  in 
manner  as  is  directed  for  recovery  of  fines  of  jurors,  who 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  serve  in  the  Inferior  Court  of 
Common  Pleas;  which  fines,  so  recovered,  shall  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  this  Colony. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  there  shall  be  held  in  like  manner,  in  the  Town  of 
Ipswich,  in  the  County  of  Essex,  one  other  Court  of  Jus- 
lice,  by  such  able  and  discreet  person  as  the  major  part  of 
the  Council  shall  appoint  and  commission  thereto,  which 
judge  shall  have  full  cognizance  of,  and  power  to  try  the 
justice  of  the  capture  of  any  vessel  or  vessels,  that  shall  be 
taken  as  aforesaid,  and  brought  into  any  [lort  in  the  Coun- 
ties of  .Sufolk,  Middlesex,  or  Essex,  and  shall  have  the 
like  power  to  issue  his  warrant  or  watranls,  for  jurors  in 
said  Counties,  as  is  before  provided  for  the  judge  of  the 
County  first  mentioned  ;  and  every  constable  and  juror, 
within  the  said  Counties  o[  tSufolk,  Middlesex,  ami  Essex, 
who  shall  neglect  to  |)ay  due  obedience  to  said  warrants, 
shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  are  provided  by  this 
act  against  those,  in  like  manner  olfending,  in  the  Counties 
of  Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Bristol,  Nantucket,  and  Dukes 
County. 

And  be  it  further  enruied  by  ihi:  milhorily  aforesaid. 
That  there  shailije  held  in  like  manner,  in  North- Yarmouth, 
in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  one  other  Court  of  Justice, 
by  such  person  as  the  major  part  of  the  Council  shall 
conunissionate  to  be  judge  thereof,  which  judge  shall  have 
full  cognizance  of,  and  power  to  try  the  justice  of  all 
captures  ol'  vessels  that  shall  be  taken  as  al()resnid,  and 
brought  into  any  poit  in  cither  of  the  Counties  of  York, 
Cumberland,  Ol- Lincoln  :  and  shall  have  such  poucr  to 
issue  a  warrant  or  warrants,  in  said  Counties,  as  is  pixuided 
111  this  act  fur  the  other  judges  aforementioneil,  in  llie 
Counties  of  their  res|)ective  jurisdiction:  and  the  con-ta- 
bles and  jurors  in  the  said  Counties  of  York,  Cumberland, 
and  Lincoln,  are  to  pay  strict  obedience  to  said  warrants, 
under  the  penalties  beliire  in  this  act  piovided  for  like 
oficnces  in  the  other  Counties  aforemintioned. 


And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  when  any  person  or  jiersons  shall  take  and  bring  into 
any  port  in  this  Colony  any  vessel  or  vessels  that  have 
been  offending  or  employed  by  the  enemy  as  aforesaid,  such 
person  or  persons,  so  taking  and  bringing  in  such  vessel, 
shall  immediately  make  out  a  bill,  in  writing,  therein  giving 
a  full  and  ample  account  of  the  time  and  manner  of  the 
caption  of  such  vessel,  and  the  employment  she  was  in 
when  so  taken,  and  of  the  persons  who  were  aiding  and 
assisting  in  taking  her;  and  a  schedule  of  the  cargo  on 
board  her,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  at  the  time  of  her 
caption;  and  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  judge  who  shall 
have  jurisdiction  of  the  port  where  such  vessel  is  brought, 
with  all  the  papers  that  may  be  found  on  board  such  ves- 
sel, to  the  intent  that  the  jury  may  have  the  benefit  of 
evidence  therefiom  arising;  and  the  judge,  to  whom  said 
bill  sliall  be  delivered,  shall  immediately  issue  his  warrant, 
or  warrants,  as  aforesaid,  to  any  constable  or  constables, 
within  the  Counties  of  his  jurisdiction,  commanding  them, 
or  either  of  them  in  manner  aforesaid,  to  return  twelve  good 
and  lawful  men,  to  try  the  truth  oi'  any  facts  alleged  in 
such  bill;  and  if  seven  of  said  jurors,  so  returned  by  said  con- 
stable or  constables,  shall  a[ipear,  and  there  shall  not  be 
enough  to  coinplete  a  |)anel  of  twelve,  or  if  there  shall  be  a 
legal  challenge  to  any  of  them,  so  that  there  shall  be  seven, 
and  not  a  panel,  to  try  such  cause:  then  in  such  case  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  said  judge  to  order  the  sheriff,  or  other  proper 
officer,  attending  on  said  Court,  to  fill  up  the  jury  with  other 
good  and  lawful  men  present ;  which  jury  shall  be  sworn 
to  return  a  true  verdict  upon  the  said  bill,  according  to  law 
and  evidence;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  said  judge,  by  said 
verdict,  that  such  vessel  had  been  employed  or  offending 
as  aforesaid,  he  shall  condemn  said  vessel  and  cargo,  and 
ap[)urtcnances,  and  order  theiti  to  be  sold  at  publick  ven- 
due, and  shall  order  the  charges  of  said  trial  and  condemna- 
tion to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  such  vessel  and  cargo 
shall  sell  for,  unto  the  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  and  shall 
order  the  residue  thereof  to  be  delivered  to  the  captors, 
their  agents  or  attorneys,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such 
captors,  and  others  concerned  therein.  And  if  two  or 
more  vessels,  the  commanders  whereof  shall  be  properly 
commissioned,  shall  jointly  take  such  vessel,  the  money  she 
and  her  cargo  and  appurtenances  shall  sell  for,  afier  pay- 
ment of  charges  as  aloresaid,  shall  be  divided  between  the 
cajnors,  in  proportion  to  their  men.  And  the  said  judge, 
before  whom  any  such  trial  and  condemnation  as  is  afore- 
mentioned may  be,  shall  be  authorized  to  make  out  his  pre- 
cept, under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  either  of  the  sheriffs  within 
his  jurisdiction,  to  sell  sui'h  vessel  and  appurlenaiices,  and 
cargo,  and  pay  thereout  the  charges  of  trial  and  condemna- 
tion, into  the  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  and  to  pay  his  oun 
fees,  and  deliver  the  residue  to  the  ca|)lors  and  |H'rsons  con- 
cerned as  aforesaid. 

And  bt  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  he  paid  to 
the  justice,  jurors,  and  sheiilis,  out  of  the  (niblick  Trea- 
sury, such  fees  as  are  or  shall  hereafter  be  established  by 
law,  to  each  and  every  the  olficers  of  the  said  Court. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  when  any  such  bill  shall  be  delivered  to  such  judge, 
he  shall  cause  notification  thereof,  and  the  name  (if  known) 
and  description  of  the  vessel  so  brought  in,  with  the  day 
set  for  the  trial  thereon,  to  be  advertised  in  the  seveud 
papers  printed  at  tVatertown  and  Cambridge,  fifteen  davs 
before  the  time  set  for  the  trial,  that  the  owner  of  such 
vessel,  or  any  person  concerned,  may  appear  and  show 
cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  such  vessel,  with  her  cargo 
and  ap|)urtenances,  should  not  be  condemned  and  sold  as 
aloresaid. 

Anil  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  process  and  |)ro- 
ceeding  upon  any  vessel  that  shall  be  retaken  iiom  the 
enemy,  by  any  person  or  persons,  shall  be  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  is  heieiii  provided  for  other  vessels;  and  if,  by  ver- 
dict of  the  jury,  it  shall  appear  to  the  judge  that  such 
ve-sel  was  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  was  retaken  by  such 
pei-on  or  persons,  before  condemnation  by  the  said  enemv 
liiereon  had,  the  said  judge  shall  order  slicIi  vessel,  witii 
her  cargo  and  ajipurtenances,  to  be  sold  in  manner  afore- 
said, and  shall  order  not  more  than  one-third,  nor  less  than 
one-quarter,  of  what  she  shall  sell  for,  (after  paying  charges 
of  trial  and  sale,)  to  he  delivered  to  the  captors',  as  is  before 
inovided  for  other  vessels,  and  the  residue  to  be  delivered 
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to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  vessel.  And  if  such  ves- 
sel, so  retaken,  shall  have  been  condemned  by  the  enemy, 
then  the  money  she  and  her  cargo  and  appurtenances  may 
sell  for  shall  be  delivered  to  the  captors,  as  is  above  provi- 
ded for  vessels  belongini;  to  the  said  enemy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  each  judge  of  such  Courts  shall  appoint  an  able  clerk, 
who  shall  keep  a  true  and  fair  record  of  all  the  |)roceed- 
ings  of  said  Court,  and  shall  be  duly  sworn  to  act  in  said 
office  with  truth  and  fidelity,  and  his  attestations  shall  be 
received  as  evidence  in  all  courts  of  law. 


STEPHEN  MOYLAN  TO  WILLIAM  EARTLETT. 

Cambridge,  November  11,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  9th  instant,  to  his  Excellency, 
came  this  morning  to  hand.  As  the  people  object  to  your 
taking  charge  of  the  schooner  from  Ireland,  and  as  havin^ 
any  thing  to  do  with  vessels  brought  in  as  the  North-Bri- 
ton was  will  give  both  you  and  the  General  trouble,  it  is 
his  advice  that  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  such,  by  any 
authority  under  his  Excellency.  By  what  Colonel  Glover 
informs  us.  Captain  Manly  has  a  claim  on  this  schooner, 
in  this  case  you  have  an  undoubted  right  to  take  jjossession 
of  her.  You  must  be  a  better  judge  of  this  matter,  being 
on  the  spot,  than  we  possibly  can.  If  it  is  clear  to  you 
that  Manhfs  claim  is  a  just  one,  it  must  be  prosecuted.  If 
it  is  not  very  apparent,  don't  you  trouble  yourself  or  the 
General  with  a  litigious  dispute.  I  wisii  you  could  get  rid 
of  the  trouble  you  must  have  with  the  cargo  by  the  North- 
Briton.  Suppose  you  were  to  give  it,  vessel,  &ic.,  up  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety  ?  In  short,  get  rid  of  the  trouble 
in  the  best  manner  you  can,  and  let  us  hear  nothing  further 
thereon.  I  hope  some  good  captures  by  the  armed  schoo- 
ner will  pay  you  for  the  [ilague  you  must  have  had.  That 
the  agency  for  the  Continental  vessels  may  be  very  bene- 
ficial to  you,  is  the  sincere  wish  of,  Sir,  your  most  humble 

^'^"'''"''  Stephen-  Moflan,  S>c.  pro  fern. 

William  Bartldt,  Esq.,  Beverly. 


STEPHEN   MOYLAN  TO  JONATHAN  GLOVER. 

Cambridge,  November  U,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  yesterday  came  to  hand  by  Capt. 
Jamrs.  Captain  Manly  is  not  to  blame  for  taking  the 
schooner,  as  she  was  in  a  suspicious  place.  It  however 
appears  to  his  Excellency  that  she  was  bound  to  Neu-hury. 
You  will  therefore  discharge  her,  giving  the  Captain  a  pass. 
A  pilot  seems  necessary.  I  wish  you  would  jiut  one  on 
board  in  whom  you  can  confide,  that  no  tricks  may  be 
played.  I  hope  Manly  will  soon  send  in  some  pii/.e  that 
will  be  of  more  consequence  to  you  and  to  the  publick. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  Movlan,  .S'tc.  pro  tern. 
Jonathan  Glover,  Esq.,  Marblehead. 


WILLIAM   WATSON   TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

riymouth,  Novemb.n-U,  1775. 

Sir:  Immediately  on  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  orders 
of  the  (5th  instant,  relative  to  my  taking  charge  of  the  wine 
cast  on  shore  at  the  Cape,  I  despatched  Major  Soper,  a 
gentleman  employed  in  the  publick  service,  to  Cape  Cod, 
with  directions,  wliich  tlie  Major  will  show  your  Excellency, 
and  which,  I  hope,  will  meet  your  approbation.  I  believe 
the  business  is  well  done,  and  that  Major  Soper  has  con- 
ducted with  integrity  as  well  as  with  great  despatch.  It 
gives  me  pleasure  that  so  much  of  this  cargo  is  secured  for 
its  proper  owners,  and  that  the  whole  was  not  suffered  to 
be  embezzled  by  the  mean  curses  of  that  place,  which 
would  very  soon  have  been  the  case,  had  not  your  Excel- 
lency interposed  in  the  matter. 

Major  Soper  informs  me  that  there  aie  six  negroes  on 
their  way  to  Plymouth,  uliicli,  when  (lcli\ereil  to  me,  I 
shall  take  care  of,  and  will  forward  theiu  to  Head-Quarters 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  bearer  will  deliver  your  Excellency  a  packet  con- 
taining the  papers,  &c.,  relating  to  this  unfortunate  vessel, 
and  will  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  it  was  impossible  for 
me  to  go  myself  on  this  business,  as  I  am  much  engaged 
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in  publick  business  at  home,  and  could  not  leave  it  with 

any  tolerable  degree  of  prudence. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  very  obedient   much  obliged 

humble  servant,  ,,,  ,,, 

'  William  Watson. 

His  Excellency  George  IVashington,  Esquire. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON  TO   GENERAL    SULLIVAN. 

Cambridge,  November  12,  1775. 

Sir:  At  a  tmie  when  some  of  our  sea-port  Towns  are 
cruelly  and  wantonly  laid  in  ashes,  and  ruin  and  devasta- 
tion denounced  against  others;  when  the  arms  are  demand- 
ed of  the  inhabitants,  and  hostages  required,  in  effect,  to 
surrender  their  liberties  ;  when  General  Howe,  by  procla- 
mation, under  the  threat  of  military  execution,  has  forbid 
the  inhabitants  of  Boston  to  leave  the  Town,  without  his 
permission  first  had  and  obtained  in  writing ;  when,  by 
another  proclamation,  he  strictly  forbids  any  person's 
bringing  out  of  that  place  more  than  five  Pounds  ster- 
ling of  their  property,  in  specie,  because,  truly,  the  Minis- 
terial Army  under  his  command  may  be  injured  by  it; 
and  when,  by  a  third  |)roclamation,  (after  leaving  the  in- 
habitants no  alternative,)  he  calls  upon  them  to  take  arms, 
under  officei-s  of  his  appointing — it  is  evident  that  the 
most  tyrannical  and  cruel  system  is  adopted,  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  this  Continent,  that 
ever  disgraced  the  most  desi)otick  Ministry,  and  ought  to 
be  opposed  by  every  means  in  our  power. 

I  therefore  desire  that  you  will  delay  no  time  in  causing 
the  seizure  of  every  oflicer  of  Government  at  Portsmouth 
who  have  given  pregnant  proofs  of  their  unfriendly  disposi- 
tion to  the  cause  we  are  engaged  in  ;  and  when  you  have 
seized  them,  take  the  opinion  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
or  Committee  of  Safety  in  what  manner  to  dispose  of  them 
in  that  Government.  I  do  not  mean  that  they  should  be 
kept  in  close  confinement.  If  either  of  those  bodies  should 
incline  to  send  them  to  any  of  the  interior  Towns,  upon 
their  parole  not  to  leave  them  till  released,  it  will  meet 
with  my  concurrence. 

For  the  present  1  shall  avoid  giving  you  the  like  order 
in  respect  to  the  tories  in  Portsmouth ;  but  the  day  is  not 
far  off  when  they  will  meet  with  this  or  a  worse  fiite,  if 
there  is  not  considerable  reformation  in  their  conduct.  Of 
this  they  may  be  assured. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

rr.     r-  1    f   ;;•  GeORGE  WASHINGTON. 

io  General  .Sullivan. 

[Same  to  William  I'„lfie,/,  Esq.,  Purtsmoulh.] 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Camliridge,  November  12,  1775. 

Sir:  .At  a  time  when  some  of  our  sea-port  Towns  are 
cruelly  and  wantonly  laid  in  ashes,  and  ruin  and  devasta- 
tion denounced  against  others;  when  the  arms  are  demand- 
ed of  the  inhabitants,  and  hostages  required,  in  effect,  to 
surrender  their  liberties  ;  when  General  Howe,  by  procla- 
mation, under  the  threat  of  military  execution,  has  forbid 
the  inhabitants  of  Boston  to  leave  the  Town,  without  his 
permission  first  had  and  obtained  in  writing;  when,  bv 
another  proclamation,  he  strictly  forbids  any  person  bring- 
ing out  of  that  place  more  than  five  Pounds  of  their  pro- 
perty, in  specie,  because,  truly,  the  Ministerial  Army 
under  his  command  may  be  injured  by  it;  and  when,  by 
a  third  proclamation,  afier  leaving  the  inhabitants  no  alter- 
native, he  calls  upon  them  to  take  arms,  under  ofticers  of 
his  appointing — it  is  evident  that  the  most  tyrannical  and 
cruel  system  is  adopted,  for  the  destruction  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  this  Continent,  that  ever  disgraced  the  most 
despotick  reign,  and  ought  to  bo  opposed  by  every  means 
in  our  power. 

1  therefore  desire  that  you  will  delay  no  time  in  causing 
the  seizure  of  every  oflicer  of  Government  at  — ,  who  have 
given  proofs  of  their  unfriendly  disposition  to  the  cause  we 
ai-e  engaged  in,  and  hold  them  as  hostages  for  the  security 
of  those  Towns  now  threatened  with  destruction.  When 
you  have  secured  them,  take  the  opinion  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  in  what  manner  to  dis- 
pose of  them  in  that  Government.  I  do  not  mean  that 
they  should  be  kept  in  close  confinement.  If  either  of 
those  bodies  should  incline  to  send  them  to  anv  interio! 
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Towns,  upon  their  parole  not  to  leave  tliem  till  released, 
it  will  meet  with  my  concurrence. 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Governour  TrumhuU,  Connecticut. 

[Sdiiie  to  Govenioui-  Cooke,  Rhode.Islaml.] 


■nOBERT   H.   HARKISON  TO  COt,.   I.OAMMI  BALDWIN. 

C  iiubrid^r.",  November  12,  1775. 

Siu:  I  am  commantled  hy  his  Excellency  General 
JVashtnglon  to  inform  you  that  he  has  no  objection  to 
your  letting  each  family  have  a  pair  of  oxen  and  a  milch 
cow  or  two;  but  he  would  have  them  take  the  utmost  care 
that  they  do  not  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands  ;  for  should 
they,  the  publick  will  make  them  no  compensation  for  the 
loss.  As  to  their  killing  and  disposing  of  such  of  the  cattle, 
SiC,  as  may  be  fit  for  use,  to  the  troops,  that  is  a  matter 
that  must  be  referred  to  the  Commissary-General,  it  coming 
properly  under  his  department.  If  he  and  they  can  agree, 
his  Excellency  has  no  objection. 

1  am,  fee,  Robert  H.  Harrison. 

To  Colonel  Loainmi  Baldwin,  Chchcu. 


address  of  the  noblemen,  etc.,  of  the   county  of 

FORFAR. 

Address  of  the  Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  and  Freeholders 
of  the  County  of  Forfar,  transmitted  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able Lord  Viscount  IVcijmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  prin- 
cipal Secretaries  of  State,  and  presented  to  His  INIajesty. 

To  the  King's  Must  Excellent  Mujcstij. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  and 

Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Forfar. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

The  Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  and  Freeholders  of  the 
County  of -Fo;/ar,  filled  with  sentiments  of  duty  to  your 
Majesty,  beg  leave  to  lament  the  unhapjjy  disputes  which 
have  arisen  between  the  Parent  State  and  those  subjects 
whom  they  have  always  wished  to  consider  as  her  friends. 

Sensible  of  the  freedom  of  every  subject  of  Great  Britain, 
and  grateful  for  the  happiness  we  enjoy  under  your  Majes- 
ty's auspicious  Government,  we  see  with  indignation  those 
insidious  arls  by  which  the  Anurican  Colonics  have  been 
deluded  into  an  unlawful  and  unjust  desire  of  independency. 

But  while  we  view  with  abhorrence  those  seditious  indi- 
viduals who,  from  a  violent  and  restless  temper,  or  the  im- 
pulses of  ambition,  have  seduced  their  brethren  into  rebel- 
lion, we  compassionate  the  unhappy  people  who,  by  partial 
or  unjust  representations,  have  been  involved  in  scenes 
of  distress.  We  flatter  ourselves  they  have  already  be- 
come sensible  of  their  errors,  and  that  they  will  gladly 
embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of  returning  to  their  duty 
and  allegiance.  Should  they  perversely  continue  in  arms, 
however  anxiously  we  may  wish  for  their  friendship,  we 
must  entreat  your  Majesty  to  adopt  such  measures  as  shall 
appear  necessary  to  enforce  a  due  obedience  to  the  laws 
and  Constitution  of  Great  Britain. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  that  we  shall 
readily  contribute,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  suppress 
the  rebellion  in  your  Colonies.  To  bring  about  so  desira- 
ble an  event,  is  one  of  the  most  ardent  wishes  of  our  hearts, 
and  is  only  secondary  to  our  ambition  to  testify,  on  every 
occasion,  our  duty  and  attachment  to  your  Majesty. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  presence  of  the  meeting,  by  Sir 
John  Ogilvy,  Baronet,  Praises,  at  Forfar,  the  13ih  day  of 
November,  1775.  John  Ogilvv. 

address  of  the  town  of  lochmaben. 
Address  of  tlie  Provost,  Manislrates,  and  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  Town  of  Lochniu.'icn.,    in   Council    assembled, 
presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Hilliam  Douglas,  Esq.,  their 
Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Evcellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the   Provost,  Magistrates,  and 
Common  Council  of  the  Town  o/Lochmaben,  in  Coun- 
cil assembled . 
MoU  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  loyal   and  dutiful  subjects,  warmed 


with  a  grateful  sense  of  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy  under 
your  benign  reign,  humbly  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Ma- 
jesty of  the  just  sense  which  we,  and  the  Burgesses  and 
Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  whom  we  represent,  have  of 
them,  and  of  our  firm  attachment  to  your  Majesty's  person 
and  Government. 

Permit  us,  at  the  same  time,  to  assure  your  Majesty  that 
we  highly  disapprove  of  and  detest  the  seditious  and  rebel- 
lious conduct  of  some  of  your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  ^orth- 
America,  who,  by  the  arts  of  designing  men,  have  been 
seduced  to  resist  the  just  authority  of  the  British  Legis- 
lature, and  are  aiming  to  throw  off  their  dependance  on 
the  Mother  Country. 

Persuaded  that  the  commercial  interests  of  this  King- 
dom, as  well  as  the  liberty,  security  of  property,  and  all 
other  inestimable  blessings  we  enjoy  under  the  British 
Constitution,  can  only  be  preserved  unto  us  and  continued 
to  posterity  by  firmly  maintaining  and  supporting  the  supre- 
macy of  the  British  Legislature  over  every  part  of  the 
British  Dominions,  we  highly  approve  both  tlie  prudent 
and  spirited  measures  taken  by  your  IMajesly  and  your 
Paiilament  for  bringing  back  the  deluded  Colonies  to  their 
duty,  and  preserving  unimpaired  the  constitutional  rights 
oi'  Great  Britain  over  them;  sorry  that  the  mild  measures 
taken  with  them  at  first  failed  to  effectuate  so  desirable  an 
event. 

We  therefore  wish  and  humbly  request  your  Majesty 
would  still  pursue  such  further  vigorous  measures  as  you 
and  the  wisdom  of  your  Parliament  may  judge  necessary 
to  bring  it  about,  and  secure,  in  future,  upon  a  permanent 
establishment,  their  dependance  on  the  Parent  Stale;  as- 
suring your  Majesty  that  nothing  in  our  power,  as  loyal 
and  dutiful  subjects,  shall  be  wanting,  on  our  part,  to  aid 
and  assist  your  Majesty  in  so  great  a  national  concern. 

That  your  Majesty  may  be  long  preserved  to  continue 
the  blessings  of  a  just  and  mild  Government,  over  a  free 
and  undivided  people,  is  our  sincere  and  ardent  wish. 

Signed  in  name  and  by  appointment  of  the   Magistrates 

and  Common  Coimcil  ol'  Lochmaben,  the  1.3th  day  of  A'o- 

vember,  1775.  -,.,  ,,  „ 

'  William  Hoggan,  /  ;oi'os/. 


address  of    the   gentlemen,  etc.,  of  the  town  and 
borough  of  southwark. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  and  Traders  of 
the  Town  and  Borough  of  Southivark,  presented  to  His 
Majesty  by  Henry  Thrall,  Esq.,  one  of  their  Representa- 
tives in  Parlianienl. 

To  the  Kings  Most  E.iccllcnt  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  and 

Traders  of  the   Toivn  and   Boromxh  of  Southwark. 

whose  names  arc  hereunto  subscribed. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

At  a  time  when  every  art  is  industriously  employed  to 
diffuse  false  and  imconslitutional  principles,  we,  your  Ma- 
jesty's dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Gentlemen,  Mer- 
chants, and  Tiaders  of  the  Town  and  Borough  of  Soulh- 
icark,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal  presence,  and 
entreat  a  favourable  acceptance  of  our  warmest  acknow- 
ledgments for  those  civil  and  religious  blessings  which  our 
feelings  tell  us  we  enjoy,  in  the  amplest  and  most  substan- 
tial manner,  imder  the  benignity  of  your  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 

The  disaffectionate  behaviour  of  some  of  your  Majesty's 
Colonies  fills  us  with  the  deepest  concern  ;  and  although 
we  are  prompted,  by  humanity,  to  jiiiy  a  misguided  and 
infatuated  peo|ile,  we  hold  in  the  utmost  abhorrence  those 
indammntory  spirits  by  whose  suggestions  they  have  been 
urged  to  commit  the  most  daring  offence.s. 

Convinced,  however,  that  resistance,  in  any  part  of  your 
Majesty's  Dominions,  to  the  legal  power  and  pre-eminence 
ol'  Great  Britain,  is  not  only  a  flagrant  breach  of  duty  in 
the  offenders,  l)ut  also  an  invasion  of  her  indisputable  rights, 
wo  humbly  liiist,  from  repeated  experience  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's watch  fid  care,  that  every  effort  will  be  exerted  to 
restore  obedience  in  America,  and  to  establish  the  supre- 
macy of  British  legislation  over  every  part  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's wide-extenrled  Empire.  And  we  desire  permission 
to  allirm,  that  we  consider  it  to  be  the  duty  of  all  real  lovers 
of  their  Country,  and  are  therefore  ourselves  ready  to  give 
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every  furtherance  and  support  which  our  abihties  and  re- 
spective situations  will  admit  of,  to  whatever  may  contri- 
bute to  preserve  or  promote  the  lionour  of  your  Majesty's 
Crown,  and,  u  hat  are  inseparable  from  it,  the  peace,  good 
order,  and  prosperity  of  our  fellow-subjects. 

May  the  wisdom  of  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events 
guide  all  your  Majesty's  Councils;  may  the  enemies  of 
freedom  and  mild  government  see  and  collect  their  fatal 
error;  and  may  the  crown,  with  undiminished  splendour, 
flourish  upon  your  Majesty,  and  in  your  illustrious  House, 
till  all  human  em|)ire  shall  be  no  more. 


BALTIMORE  COUNTY  COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  November  13.  1775. 
It  appearing  that  the  price  of  Salt  has  been  extended 
beyond  the  limits  formerly  fi.\ed  by  this  Committee,  and 
that  much  uneasiness  has  been  thereby  occasioned  among 
the  people;  the  Committee  therefore  are  induced  to  take 
the  same  under  consideration,  and,  after  allowing  a  storage 
and  loss  of  measure  equal  to  so  bulky  and  wasting  a  com- 
modity, do  reconmiend  it  to  the  vendeis  not  to  sell  the 
same  above  the  rate  of  four  Shillings  per  bushel ;  and  if 
any  higher  price  has  hitherto  been  given,  the  purchasers 
are  desired  to  call  on  those  from  whom  they  bought  it  for 
the  overplus;  and  if  any  sellers  refuse  to  refund,  then  to 
complain  to  the  Committee,  who  do  resolve,  that  if  any 
sellers  refuse  to  comply  with  the  requisition,  that  then 
they  shall  be  immediately  published  as  enemies  to  their 
Country. 

The  Continental  Congress  having  rccomn)ended  that 
adventures  be  made  for  procuring  Arms  and  Ammunition, 
and  it  being  necessary  that  a  particular  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  su])erintend  the  loading: 

Resolved,  Tiiat  Messrs.  Samuel  Purviance,  John  Smith, 
JVilliam  Buchanan,  Benjamin  Grijjith,  Isaac  Griest, 
Thomas  Gist,  Sen.,  and  Darby  Lux,  be  a  Committee  for 
that  purpose,  and  that  they  be  on  oath  to  keep  their  pro- 
ceedings secret. 

The  following  Letter  was  laid  before  the  Committee  : 

"Monday,  November  13,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  This  day  I  came  down  to  give  my  an- 
swer (agreeable  to  my  promise)  why  I  don't  choose  to  act 
as  a  Committee-Man.  My  (iist  reason  is,  that  my  appoint- 
ment was  only  by  fifty  or  si.xty  ;  secondly,  the  polls  were 
not  closed  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  the  Convention  ; 
thirdly,  as  I  am  well  convinced  the  former  Committee  broke 
the  Convention  Resolve  in  regard  to  the  |)uichase  of  pow- 
der, and  some  of  them  sold  their  goods  for  more  than  re- 
solved by  the  Convention  ;  and  as  some  of  those  gentle- 
men are  now  on  the  Committee,  and  whenever  I  attended 
I  always  found  a  majority  of  the  Committee,  then  attend- 
ing, for  looking  over  the  advantages  taken  of  nine-tenlhs  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  County.  If  ever  I  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed as  a  Committee-Man,  I  should  choose  to  act  on 
oath,  and  that  every  one  should  who  acted  with  me. 
"  I  am,  Gentlemen,  yours,  &c., 

"  Ch.\rles   Ridgelv. 
"  IS'.  B.   I  desire  1113-  reasons  may  be  recorded. 
"To  the  Gentlemen  sitting  as  Commitiee-Men  kv  Balti- 
more County." 

Ill  Committee,  November  20,  1775. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  such  persons 
as  have  quantities  of  Salt  by  them,  ought  to  retail  the  same 
immediately,  notwithstanding  any  verbal  contract  or  other 
agreement  before  made  for  it.  It  is  further  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee,  that  all  persons  holding  quantities  of  Salt, 
and  refusing  to  retail  the  same  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be 
published  and  looked  upon  as  enemies  to  the  liberties  of 
America. 

OrckrcJ,  That  the  same  be  published. 

George  Lux,  Secretary, 


KICHAKU    HENRY   LEE   TO   (.ENEKAL   WASHINGTON. 

riuladelpbia,  November  13,  1775. 

Dear  Sih  :  I  must  beg  leave,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
letter,  to  apologize  for  any  incorrectness,  as  1  write  in  great 
haste.      Indeed,  the   hurrv  of  business  is  such  here,  with 


many  of  us,  that  we  have  little  time  for  the  ordinary  offices 
of  life.  You  may  be  assured  that  I  will  do  Colonel  Reed 
all  the  service  that  I  can  in  the  way  you  desire. 

We  have  a  ship  here,  in  si.\  weeks  from  London,  that 
brought  the  original  letter  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy. 
It  is  from  a  well-informed,  sensible  friend,  and  may  be  re- 
lied on.  All  the  other  letters  from  London  join  in  confirm- 
ing it  to  be  the  fixed  determination  of  King  and  Court  to 
leave  undone  nothing  that  they  can  do  to  compel  implicit 
obedience  in  America.  One  very  sensible  letter,  that  I 
iiave  seen,  mentions  that  General  Amhei st  had  recom- 
mended (and  'twas  said  it  would  be  executed)  to  remove 
the  Army  this  winter  from  Boston  to  Long-Island,  in  order 
to  get  amply  supjilied  by  ravaging  New-Jersey,  Nejo-  York, 
and  Rhode-Island.  Should  this  be  attempted,  I  suppose 
you  will  be  furnished  with  an  opportunity  of  giving  them 
a  genteel  jiarting  salute;  and,  besides,  1  should  suppose 
that  a  winter  favourable  for  us  would  expose  them  to  ruin, 
from  a  timely,  strong  attack  of  superior  numbers,  on  that 
naked  island.  It  seems  that  immense  stores  of  Indian 
goods  are  sent  to  Canada,  in  order  to  bribe  the  Indians  to 
an  early  and  vigorous  attack  on  all  our  frontiers  next  spring. 
God  grant  that  Colonel  Arnold's  success,  and  Montgome- 
ry's, may  frustrate  this  diabolical  part  of  their  infernatplan, 
against  the  conmion,  natural  rights  of  mankind. 

VYe  hoped,  here,  that  the  surrender  of  Chumhhj,  with 
the  military  stores  there  obtained,  would  speedily  procure 
the  reduction  o{  St  Johns;  but  no  accounts  are  yet  come 
of  this  wished  for  event.  After  Lord  Dunmorc,  supported 
by  the  North-British  Tories,  liad  long  committed  every 
outrage  at  Norfolk,  unop|)osed,  (our  people  not  having 
arms  or  ammunition  until  lately,)  his  banditti  at  length  at- 
tempted Hampton,  where  they  met  with  the  chastisement 
you  will  see  described  in  the  part  of  I>/xoh'«  paper  en- 
closed. The  Lieutenant  IVright  there  mentioned  has  been 
since  found  dead  on  the  shore,  a  bullet  having  been  placed 
in  his  body  before  he  jumped  overboard.  We  have  not 
yet  heard  the  consequence  of  their  next  intended  attack, 
but  it  seems  a  very  heavy  cannonade  was  heard  there  the 
next  day.  If  the  devil  inspired  them  to  come  on  shore,  I 
make  no  doubt  but  we  shall  have  a  good  account  of  them. 
1  have  a  very  particular  reason  for  entreating  that  you  will 
inform  me,  by  return  of  post,  what  number  and  what 
strength  of  armed  vessels  could  possibly  be  procured  from 
the  ports  where  you  are,  to  be  in  Delaware-Bay,  if  Con- 
gress should  desire  it,  by  the  middle  or  last  of  December, 
at  furthest.  Two  or  three  vessels,  of  tolerable  force,  issu- 
ing from  hence,  may  effect  a  stroke  or  two  of  great  conse- 
quence to  us  at  that  season.  ^Ve  have  certainly  four 
thousand  weight  of  powder,  and  a  very  considerable  quan- 
tity of  osnaburghs  arrived  in  Virginia,  from  Eustatia,  for 
the  use  of  our  little  Army,  consisting  of  about  two  thousand 
men,  now  at  IVilliamsburgh  and  Hampton.  Be  pleased 
to  let  General  Lee  see  the  letter  from  England. 

1  heartily  wish  you  every  happiness,  and  all  the  success 
the  goodness  of  your  cause  deserves  ;  and  I  am,  with  great 
esteem,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  friend  and  obedient  ser- 
vant, Richard  Henry  Lee. 

v.  S.  Congress  has  ordered  five  hundred  thousand 
Dollars  to  you,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  signed.  The  Con- 
tinental and  Tlrginia  Commissioners  have  just  concluded 
a  treaty  of  firm  friendship  with  ihe  Ohio  India7is,*  and  those 

•<  Wii,i.n>i-:  i  i;.,H,  .'wri    ,'./..  /    I-,   r, ::..-- Dr.  Thomas  Walker,  one  of 

lb.'  j;riii|.  : !     i  !  .   •'.    I  ..;n    1/ M!i  lo  tre.Tt  witli  tho/?idian.s. 

is  r.  tiiriii>;  :  -  ' '       I   .'.      .     l"i:.  I   ,■    ill  tbo  d  liferent  nations,  who 

atti'iiilid  ill      1;     ii),  ,,!-■    |i'  II  i-.ilily  I'l  ,iiimmI,  notwithstanding  the  en. 
dcavour.s  i<{  sev.r.il  iiirs.uis,  Anm  Furt  Detroit,  to  set  them  against  this 
Colony  in   particular.     Mr.  Walker   has   brought  witli   him  a  young 
Indian,  (son  of  tlie  famous  Baiohee,)  to  be  educated  at  the  college. 
The  Ottaw.v  Chief's  t  Repti/  to  a  Speech  of  the   Commissioners,  con- 
doling him  on  the  loss  of  his  Father,  leho  teas  hilled  some   time  ago 
in  a  war  vith  an  Indian  Nation,  (icith  the  Tawas,)   ended  not  long 
sinre   vith  th,-  total  txtirpation  of  the  Tribe,  and  thanking  him  for 

Futhris:  Fi.iii  ilii  iiirormation  I  had  of  the  commandant  of X>e- 
tniil,  wii\i  lii^liM-t  I  ;ii  .lilted  your  invitation,  and  measured  my  way 
to  tluN  c-.Miiii  il-liir   h.iIl  trembling  feet.     Your  reception  of  me  con. 

vincLK  111      .:  '1      1    '     t  I,  :ind  the  groundlessness  of  my  fears.    Truth 

and  he  111.  m  iiiies.     My  father,  and  many  of  my  chiefs, 

have  hill  i  ,  '  ■  <  n  '  '  illi.  The  remembrance  of  that  misfortune 
almost  uiiiiiiii-  ill  .  mil  blls  my  eyes  with  tears.  Your  liind  condo. 
lence  lias  liL^r|,t.jiu  (1  my  heart  of  its  heavy  burden,  and  shall  be  trans, 
mitted  to  my  latest  posterity.— (.1  string.) 

Fathers  :  I  rejoice  to  hear  what  I  this  day  have  heard,  and  do  assure 

you  it  shall  be  faithfully  delivered  to  my  nation.      Should  you  want  to 

i.Sfitgrnal'fi,  I'On  to  tla  t'uuiouh  Puntiark,  ami  the  prtst-ivtr  of  young  Fit  id. 
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of  the  Sit  Nations  lliat  inhabit  near  that  quarter.  We 
have  taken  the  most  effectual  measures,  by  sending  run- 
ners, fiom  all  the  Southern  Provinces,  into  the  Indian  Na- 
tions, tiiroui;ii  which  he  proposes  to  pass,  to  arrest  and 
secure  Lord  Dunmore's  wicked  agent,  Cuiinolly. 

—  Scpt^-mbcr  4,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Philosophy  and  physick  are,  I  presume, 
silent  with  you,  and  nothing  discoursed  of  but  war.  Our 
Ministry  are  u|)  with  you.  They  are  arming  every  hand, 
Protestant  and  Catholick,  English,  Irish,  Scotch,  Hano- 
verian, Hessian,  Indian,  and  Canadian,  against  the  devoted 
Colonies.  Arming  Roman  Catholicks  is  directly  contrary 
to  law;  but  they  expect  every  protection  from  the  polite- 
ness of  Parliament.  The  newspapers  tell  us,  and  1  believe 
truly,  that,  both  in  raising  men  and  recruiting,  they  meet 
with  little  success  ;  such  is  the  general  repugnance  to  this  un- 
natural war.  This  being  the  year  for  supplying  the  Spanish 
Flota,  the  extraordinary  demand  for  that  purpose  prevents 
the  manufacturers,  &ic.,  from  feeling  as  they  would  have 
done  from  the  stoppage  of  American  commerce.  But  that  is 
temporary,  and  reasoning  men  foresee,  with  concern,  times 
of  great  violence  and  distress  here,  in  consequence  of  this 
unhappy  quarrel.  Though  it  is  evident  to  all  the  world 
that  the  INlinislry  have  sought  and  forced  the  quarrel,  and 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  answerable  for  all  its  pernicious  con- 
sequences, yet,  like  all  other  wicked  men,  they  are  endea- 
vouring to  transfer  their  own  guilt  to  others,  and  sacrifice 
the  innocent  to  save  themselves.  You  will  see  this  plan 
opened  in  the  late  proclamation  against  holding  correspon- 
dence, &ic.,  with  those  among  you  who  are  in  arms;  and  it 
is  certain  they  have  intercepted  some  letters,  and  mean  to 
persecute  some  of  the  active  enemies  here  to  their  arbitrary 
jiroceedings.  It  is  supposed  and  expected  that  justice  will 
lead  the  General  Congress  to  declare,  upon  their  receiving 
the  proclamation,  that  if  any  one  is  proceeded  against  here, 
for  corresponding  with  the  people  oi'  America,  or  befriend- 
ing them  here,  they  will  immediately  seize  upon  all  those 
in  America  who  correspond  with  the  Ministry.  Without 
such  a  declaration,  their  friends,  and  especially  their  agents 
here,  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  most  unprincipled  Ad- 
ministration that  ever  disgraced  humanity.  Valtel,  the 
most  respected  writer  on  the  Laws  of  Nations,  has  this  ap- 
posite observation  :  "  Le  \)uc  d' Alia  condamnoit  a  mort 
tons  les  j)risonniers  qu'il  pouvoit  faire  sur  les  confederes 
des  Pai/s-Bas;  ceux-ci  usercnt  de  represailles,  et  les  con- 
traignirent  cnfin  a  respecter,  a  leur  tgard,  le  droit  des  gens, 
et  les  loix  de  la  guerre."  Tlie  same  check  must  be  held 
over  these  men,  whose  inclinations  are  equally  bloody  and 
unjust.  The  principle  upon  which  their  pensioned  writer. 
Dr.  Johnson,  defends  the  Boston  Port-Bill — "that  where 
they  are  satisfied  of  guilt,  there  is  no  occasion  for  evidence 
or  trial" — is  that  on  which  they  would  punish  all  those  who 
op|io5e  their  tyranny. 

The  quantity  of  artillery,  arms,  and  ammunition,  shipped 
against  New-England,  is  greater  than  ever  went  from  this 
C3ountry  before.  These,  with  an  army  of  twenty-four 
thousand  men,  are  intended  to  carry  destruction  through 
those  Provinces  next  spring.  Fifty  ships  of  war  are  to 
ravage  the  coast  and  interdict  all  conunerce.  Small  armies 
are  to  be  sent  to  Virginia  and  South-Carolina.  It  will 
behoove  them,  therefore,  to  prepare  against  the  storm  that 
is  intended  to  pour  down  destruction  u|)on  them. 

After  a  great  many  days'  delay  and  debate,  they  have 
condescended  to  receive  the  petition  from  the  General  Con- 
speak  to  mo  in  future,  I  shall  joyfully  attend,  and  thank  you  for  the 
prosBHt  invit.ition.  The  particular  favour  sliowud  rno,  and  the  gun  you 
Iiavc  given  mo,  for  the  kindness  I  showed  your  brother,  (young  Field.) 


■Ms.     I  : 


conscious  I  did 


my  warmest  acknowledg 
duty.  Ho  who  barely  does  his  duty,  merits  no  praise.  If  any  of  your 
people  hereafter  visit  mine,  whether  through  curiosity  or  business,  or 
both  motives,  or  if  unwillingly  compelled  by  tho  .strong  hand  of  thu 
victor,  they  shall  find  the  entertainment  your  brother  found.  You  in- 
formed mo,  if  my  people  visit.s  yours,  they  shall  meet  an  hospitable 
welcomo.  My  fears  are  done  away.  I  have  not  one  doubt  remaining. 
I  will  recommend  it  to  my  young  nion  to  visit  and  get  acquainted  with 
yours. 

Fathers  :  Wliat  has  passed  this  day  is  too  deeply  engraven  on  my 
heart  for  time  itself  ever  to  erase.  1  foretell  that  the  sunny  rays  of 
this  day's  peace  shall  warm  and  protect  our  children's  children  froTTi 
the  storms  of  misfortune.  To  confirm  it,  I  pro.sent  you  my  right  hand — 
that  hand  winch  never  yet  was  given  but  the  heart  consented,  which 
never  shed  human  blood  in  peace,  nor  cv  r  spar.'d  an  enemy  in  war — 
and  I  assure  you  of  my  friendalilp  willi  a  loiiguc  which  has  never 
(,A  belt.)'     '"    '""   "      "■"''    ''''"'    °  """'     ■''*'"°*    wasacnme.— 


gress  ;  but  have  refused  to  give  an  answer.  It  is,  indeed, 
sufliciently  answered  by  the  proclamation,  which  was  issued 
some  days  after  they  had  a  copy  of  the  petition.  America 
will  therefore  understand  that  she  has  nothing  but  her  own 
virtue  and  firmness  in  which  she  can  trust.  I  understand 
it  is  intended  to  declare  your  ports  open  to  all  Nations, 
upon  coercive  measures  being  continued  after  the  jietition. 
I  can  only  say  that  is  a  measure  of  the  last  importance,  and, 
leading  to  consetpiences  of  infinite  moment,  it  ought  to  be 
well  weighed,  and  not  adopted  but  upon  the  compulsion  of 
absolute  necessity.  It  would  hazard  the  imiting  the  Coun- 
try against  America,  and  unless  there  is  a  certainty  of  its 
being  accepted  by  other  Nation^,  might  be  injurious.  Par- 
liament will  meet  next  month,  when  we  shall  see  how  the 
expense  of  so  lulnous  a  war  will  be  relished. 


THOMAS    LYNCH   TO  CI^NERAI.   W  AS  H  lNf:TO.\. 

Phil.idJphia,  Novend^er  13,  1775. 

My  Df.ar  Sir:  In  consequence  of  your  favour  by  Col- 
onel Reed,  I  applied  to  the  Chief  Justice,  who  tells  me  the 
Supreme  Courts  were  lately  held,  and  that  it  will  be  some 
time  before  their  term  will  return  ;  that  he  knows  of  no 
capital  suit  now  depending;  and  that  it  is  very  easy  for  Col. 
Reed  to  manage  matters  so  as  not  to  let  that  prevent  his 
return  to  you.  I  ain  sure  Mr.  Cheiv  is  so  heartily  disposed 
to  oblige  you  and  to  serve  the  cause,  that  nothing  in  his 
power  will  be  wanting.  I  fear,  however,  that  you  will  be 
sometime  in  want  of  your  Secretary,  as  I  did  not  find  him 
in  haste  to  return,  when  I  mentioned  to  him  what  is  just 
now  related  ;  he  doubtless  has  many  private  affairs  to  trans- 
act:  the  loss  must  he  greatly  increased  by  Mr.  Randolphs 
absence,  who,  I  hear,  came  to  Town  last  night. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  Congress  has  agreed  to 
every  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  and  have  gone 
beyond  it,  in  allowing  the  additional  pay  to  the  officers.  I 
rejoice  at  this,  but  cannot  think  with  patience  that  pitiful 
wretches,  who  stood  cavilling  with  you  when  entreated  to 
serve  the  next  campaign,  should  reap  the  benefit  of  this 
addition.  They  will  now  he  ready  enough,  but  hope  you 
will  be  able  to  refuse  them,  with  the  contempt  they  deserve, 
and  to  find  better  iu  their  room.  Could  not  some  of  the 
gentlemen  at  camj)  enlist  the  New-England  men  who  have 
been  persuaded  to  leave  you.  Ernzicr  told  me  he  could. 
It  would  be  a  capital  point  to  convince  the  world  that  it  is 
not  necessary  to  have  bad  officers  of  that  country,  in  order 
to  raise  men  there.     I  can  scarce  bear  their  tyranny. 

I  have  a  letter,  from  undoubted  authority,  that  assures 
me  that  tlie  destruction  of  the  Parliamentary  Army  in 
America  \v\\\  certainly  produce  peace  ;  and  by  another,  that 
the  seizing  C^uebcck  will  produce  the  same  effect.  I  have 
no  doubt  America  stands  now  indebted  to  her  General  for 
the  one,  and  will,  before  the  return  of  S[)ring,  for  the  other. 
Mistake  me  not ;  I  have  not  altered  my  mind  a  jot  since  I 
left  you.  I  mean  not  to  anticipate  your  determination,  but 
only  to  approve  your  design  to  hover  like  an  eagle  over 
your  prey,  always  ready  to  pounce  u])on  it  when  the  proper 
time  comes.  I  have  not  forgot  your  proposition  relative  to 
tliat  City  ;  I  try  to  pave  the  way  fur  it,  and  wait  for  the 
season,  as  you  do. 

No  appearance  of  peace,  unless  produced  by  necessity 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy;  every  human  feeling  seems  to 
have  forsaken  them  ;   fear  and  interest  only  are  listened  to. 

We  hear  seven  tons  of  jiowder  are  arrived  at  Rhode- 
Island,  and  as  many  at  Portsmouth.  I  hope  it  is  true,  as 
it  will  possess  us  of  advantageous  grounds,  and  begin  the 
enemy's  destruction.  It  is  suspected,  in  England,  iiowe'j 
Army  will  give  you  the  slip,  and  land  at  Long-Island, 
which  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  gi  ant.  We  wait  with  im- 
patience to  hear  of  the  total  reduction  of  Canada. 

Your  Virginians,  we  hear,  have  drulibed  Lord  Dunmorc, 
killed  and  took  fifty  men,  and  sunk  one  ol'liis  vessels.  May 
all  such  villains  so  perish. 

A  Mr.  Richard  Hare,  biother  to  the  porter  brewer, 
sailed  in  the  transport  for  (-^uebcck.  As  you  have  or  must 
take  him,  let  me  recommend  him  to  your  civilities  while 
with  you,  and  to  send  him  to  his  friends  here. 

The  Articles  of  War  have  all  the  amendments  we  repon- 
ed.  You  will  enforce  them.  You  will  not  now  suffer  your 
ofticers  to  sw-eep  the  parade  with  the  skirls  of  their  coats 
or  buttoms  of  their  trousers,  to  cheat  or  to  mess  with  their 
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men,  to  skulk  in  balile  or  sneak  in  quarters  ;  in  short,  being 
now  paid,  tliey  must  do  their  duty,  and  look  as  well  as  act 
like  gentlemen.  Do  not  bate  them  an  ace,  my  dear  Gene- 
ral, but  depend  on  every  support  of  your  friends  here.  I 
have  strove  to  keep  two  Battalions  now  raising  in  the  Jer- 
seys, and  one  here,  quite  disengaged,  tiial  they  may  be 
ready,  on  a  call  to  join  you,  should  those  you  have  desert 
you.  I  have  not  been  quite  unsuccessful.  Tlie  winter  is 
our  own.  Boston  will  not,  during  that  season,  be  re-en- 
forced ;  at  least,  we  have  reason  to  think  so. 

I  want  the  return  I  desired  from  Gales  exceedingly. 
Compliments  to  him,  Lee,  Pulnam,  MiJjUn,  &c.  'Tis  so 
dark  I  can't  read  this  letter  over,  or  I  would  save  you  the 
trouble  of  deciphering  it. 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

To  General  Washington. 


GOVERNOUR  TRrMBULL  TO  GF.NKRAr,  SCHIYLER. 

Lebanon,  Novcnibcr  13,  t775. 

Sir:  It  is  matter  for  our  abundant  rejoicing  that  the 
Government  is  in  ihe  hand  of  Him  who  is  possessed  of  all 
l)erlection,  and  doth  all  things  right;  and  while  his  judg- 
ments are  abroad  in  this  land,  may  his  peo|)le  be  instructed 
and  learn  righteousness.  At  the  same  time  the  United 
Colonies  do  sincerely  lament  the  unhappy  necessity  of 
taking  up  arms,  they  may  rejoice  with  thanksgiving  for  the 
success  of  those  arms;  which,  if  they  do,  it  is  an  argu- 
ment to  support  our  hope  of  future  prosperity  ;  1  do  there- 
fore re-echo  my  hearty  congratulations  on  your  kind  favour 
of  the  7th  instant,  and  in  hope  of  securing  and  defending 
the  Province  of  (^iicheck,  in  their  own  and  our  interest, 
and  thereby  circumventing  the  mischievous  design  of  ren- 
dering that  and  the  savages  under  its  influence  a  scourge 
and  ruin  to  the  present  rightful  possessors  of  these  Colo- 
nies. 

The  last  accounts  from  England  are  unfavourable  as  to 
any  reconciliation.  The  petition  of  Congress,  sent  per 
Mr.  Penn,  lies  dormant,  and  no  prospect  that  it  will  ever 
awake.  It  was  known  to  the  King,  since  which  he  hath 
sent  out  a  proclamation,  forbidding  all  correspondence  with 
the  American  Rebels.  Preparations  are  making  for  a 
large  Array  in  the  spring.  Seven  new  Regiments,  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  men  each,  are  said  to  be  part  arrived, 
and  daily  coming  into  Boston.  The  enemy  from  thence 
landed  last  Thursday,  at  Lechmere's  Point,  but  were  re- 
pulsed with  loss.  Captain  Coit,  with  a  party  of  our  men, 
in  an  armed  vessel,  have  taken  some  provision  vessels 
going  into  Boston.  Another  vessel,  laden  with  wine, 
bound  thither,  is  taken  near  Ma rblehe ad. 

Mr.  Sherman,  in  a  letter  dated  at  Philadelphia,  the  6th 
instant,  says:  "  We  had  an  account  last  evening  of  a  suc- 
cessful repulse  given  to  some  men  of  war  in  Virginia,  and 
the  taking  of  one  tender  and  crew,  without  any  hurt  sus- 
tained by  the  Provincials."  It  appears  that  our  people  in 
the  encounters  at  every  place  were  marvellously  preserved. 

I  bear  Lieutenant-Colonel  Warner,  in  a  fight  of  five 
hours  at  Longeuil,  had  not  one  man  killed  or  wounded. 
We  hear  nothing  from  Colonel  Arnold.  Wishing  him 
success,  and  you  health  and  fuiure  prosperity,  I  remain, 
most  respectfully,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
^'»"''  Jonathan  Trumuull. 

To  the  Honourable  ISIajor-General  .Schui/icr. 


MAJOR   FUENCH    TO   GENERAL  W ASH  INfiTOX. 

Ilnrtford,  Novombur  13,  177:>. 

Sir:  1  hope  you  will  excuse  my  beginning  this  letter  in 
answer  to  your  two  favours  of  the  19th  and  ^.2.'3tli  October, 
by  noticing  the  last  paragraph  of  the  former,  as  it  furnishes 
me  with  an  apology  for  intruding  on  your  time,  which  1 
am  sensible  must  be  much  more  materially  employed. 

I  flattered  myself,  from  the  tenor  of  that  letter  and  the 
conversation  I  had  with  Dr.  Franklin  here,  (who  avowed 
the  liberty  of  wearing  our  swords  had  been  granted,)  that 
you  would  have  determined  in  our  favour.  Judge  therefore. 
Sir,  of  my  disappointment,  to  find  it  the  reverse  in  the  lat- 
ter, and  that  the  words  "  stipulation  and  discussion"  seem 
to  be  the  causes  that  the  whole  of  my  argument  is  set 
aside;  yet  1  beg  to  observe,  I  never  made  use  of  either  of 


them  throughout  the  whole  of  it;  but  it  is  your  pleasure, 
and  I  must  obey. 

1  never  was  a  prisoner  of  war  before,  but  have  been 
several  times  at  the  taking  of  such,  and  therefore  pledge 
myself  that  I  never  saw  that  indulgence  refused  to  oflicers  ; 
but,  as  it  is  determined,  I  shall  not  give  you  any  more  trou- 
ble on  this  topick. 

In  consequence  of  your  consent  to  our  removal,  I  have 
wrote  to  the  Governour,  and  wail  his  answer. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  find  out  in  what  instance  I  have 
treated  the  respectable  citizens  of  any  Town  with  incivili- 
ty or  conteuipt ;  and  aflirm  1  cannot,  upon  the  strictest  re- 
visal  of  my  letters,  observe  the  least  trace  of  it,  unless  my 
calling  Hartford  a  little  paltry  Town  can  be  so  interpreted. 
I  am  not  unacquainted.  Sir,  that  in  the  military  phrase,  an 
attack  upon  the  Town  is  equally  so  upon  the  people;  but 
1  own  myself  at  a  loss  to  find  out  how  my  saying,  that  I 
objected  to  showing  my  letters  (written  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief)  to  the  Committee,  &c.,  can  be  deemed  an  attack 
upon  them  or  the  inhabitants,  upon  whom  I  have  no  sort 
of  right  to  decide,  as  I  have  not  the  honour  of  their  ac- 
quaintance. 

I  thank  you,  Sir,  very  sincerely,  for  your  kind  wishes 
and  obliging  intentions ;  and  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  very  bumble  servant, 

Christopher  French. 
To  General  Washimrton. 


GOVERNOUR  COOKE  TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Proviilence,  November  13,  1775. 

Sir:  I  some  time  since  informed  your  Excellency  that 
part  of  two  Companies  of  men,  consisting  of  about  seven- 
ty, raised  by  the  Colony,  in  order  to  join  the  Continental 
Army  near  Boston,  had,  upon  the  arrival  of  some  trans- 
ports at  Newport,  been  sent  upon  Block-Island,  for  the 
preservation  of  the  stock  there.  Agreeable  to  your  direc- 
tions, they  still  continue  upon  the  island.  I  am  now,  at 
the  request  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  beg  the  favour  of 
your  Excellency  to  inform  me  whether,  in  the  new  estab- 
lishment of  the  Army,  you  propose  taking  any  measures 
for  engaging  the  officers  and  men  on  that  station,  in  the 
Continental  service,  and  choose  they  should  march  to  Cam- 
bridge, or  whether  they  may  be  employed  upon  Rhode- 
Lland,  until  the  time  of  their  enlistment  expires.  As  they 
have  received  no  pay  since  the  troops  of  the  Colony  have 
been  paid  by  the  Continent,  I  am  also  to  desire  you  to  di- 
rect the  Paymaster-General  to  take  order  for  the  discharge 
of  their  wages  and  subsistence. 

Having  the  honour  of  being  appointed  Governour  of  the 
Colony  by  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  session  last  week, 
1  thought  it  proper  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  of  it,  anil 
to  renew  my  assurances  of  giving  you  every  assistance  in 
my  power. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard.  Sir,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Nicholas  Cooke. 
General  Washington. 


JASIES   OTIS   TO   GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Watertown,  November  13,  1775. 

Sir  :  There  is  a  number  of  men  at  this  place  who  were 
taken  in  attempting  to  supjily  our  enemies  with  provisions. 
The  Council  think  they  ought  to  be  confined.  They 
therefore  request  that  your  Excellency  would  send  to  this 
Town  a  guard  of  about  twenty  men,  to  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board,  in  order  to  convey  the  said  persons,  and 
the  prisoners  which  may  be  taken  from  time  to  time,  to 
such  ]ilace  or  places  of  security  as  they  are  or  shall  be 
assigned  by  us. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Comicil  : 

James  Otis,  President. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


JAMES   OTIS   TO  GENERAL   LEE. 

Council  Clumber,  November  14,  1775. 

Sir:  The  Council,  to  their  great  surprise,  last  evening 
were  informed  that  a  copy  of  a  letter,  lately  from  Ireland, 
had  been  taken,  the  writer  of  which  mentions  the  name  ol 
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Lee  not  in  the  most  favourable  point  of  lijilit.  It  was  not 
transcribed  by  the  Council,  nor  any  member  tliereof,  nor 
were  they  privy  to  its  being  done.  Tiiey  think  it  crimi- 
nal that  any  should  have  prcsnmed  to  do  it.  They  will 
do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  spread  of  any  copies 
and  impressions  on  the  minds  of  the  people  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  yonr  Honour.  The  letter  produced  no  one 
unfavourable  idea  of  you  in  the  minds  of  the  Council. 
They  are  sensible  that  the  fairest  and  the  most  unblemish- 
ed characler  is  not  a  sufficient  shield  against  the  attempts 
of  malignant  foes,  stimulated  by  malice  and  a  ditierent  in- 
terest to  vilify  and  traduce.  But,  so  far  from  that,  when 
wo  consider  the  present  state  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
servile  sentiments  of  too  many  of  the  people  there,  that 
you  were  educated  in  the  highest  reverence  for  the  rights 
of  mankind,  and  tlie  partial  regard  which  you  have  disco- 
vered for  the  people  in  America,  whose  hearts  are  filled 
with  gratitude,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  know  which  is  the  high- 
est evidence  of  your  virtues — the  greatness  and  number  of 
your  fiiends,  or  the  malice  and  envy  of  your  foes. 
In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Council : 

Jamks  Otis,  President. 
To  General  Lcc. 


WILLIAM   BAIITLF.TT  TO   GLNERAL  WASHINGTON. 

I?rverly,  November  13,  1775. 

Sir:  I  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  fa\ours 
of  the  Dth  and  13th  instant,  and  notice  the  contents. 

With  regard  to  such  vessels  brought  in  as  the  North- 
Briton,  1  shall  with  pleasure  comply  with  your  Excellen- 
cy's orders,  as  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  got 
the  ill  will  of  my  neighbours  for  having  any  thing  to  do 
with  her,  although  I  punctually  obeyed  your  orders. 

With  regard  lo  the  claim  Captain  Manly  makes  upon 
the  vessel  brought  in  here  by  our  people,  from  Ireland, 
from  the  best  information  I  can  get  from  them,  I  think  is 
just.  As  their  stories,  with  regard  to  her,  are  different,  I 
advised  Captain  Manly,  together  with  his  officers,  lo  make 
oath  to  the  truth  of  the  matter;  which  I  now  enclose  to 
your  Excellency.  As  1  was  not  an  eye-witness  to  the 
afiliir,  cannot  with  propriety  judge  so  well  ;  would  refer 
your  Excellency  to  Colonel  Glover  and  some  others  who 
were  eye- witnesses  to  it,  and  when  yonr  Excellency  is 
rightly  informed,  think  you  will  be  the  best  judge  of  the 
matter. 

I  must  beg  ihe  favour  of  troubling  )our  Excellency  the 
last  time  with  regard  to  the  North-Briton,  whether  to  de- 
liver her,  will)  her  effects,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
before  they  jiay  me  what  charges  I  have  been  at,  or  not. 

As  to  Cajitain  Manly  using  any  violent  measures  to  take 
possession  of  the  schooner  fiom  Ireland,  he  has  not,  and 
shall  advise  him,  by  your  Excellency's  order,  not  to;  and 
beg  leave  lo  sub';oribc  myself  yuur  Excellency's  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  ,,,  ,, 

W  ILLIAM    IJAIITLETT.       ' 

His  Excellency  General  Washiiii^ton. 


advice  and  assistance  as  will  enable  you  not  only  efiectually 
to  crush  this  civil  war,  but  also  to  restore  and  establish,  in 
every  part  of  the  British  Dominions,  that  obedience  and 
regard  to  the  supreme  power  of  King  and  Parliament, 
which  every  good  subject  must  clearly  perceive  can  alone 
continue  and  ensuie  to  them  the  innumeiable  blessings 
they  enjoy  from  our  happy  Consiilution  and  your  Majes- 
ty's most  lenient  Government. 

With  unfeigned  zeal  we  assure  your  Majesty  that  we 
will,  at  all  times,  concur  with  others  of  your  faithful  sub- 
jects, in  every  step  which  your  Majesty's  paternal  care 
and  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  shall  deem  necessary  to  be 
taken,  for  repressing  the  unlawful  violence  and  confusion 
now  existing  in  America,  which  is  so  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  irue  liberty,  and  destructive  and  dangerous  to  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  this  Empire. 

Signed   in  our  name  and  at  our  ippoinlmcnt,  by   our 

^''''''-''  •  PATHicii  Grqcmi:,  Prases. 


ADDRESS    OF  THE   MAYOR,   ETC.,  OF  THE  TOWN   OK   KVE. 

Address  of  the  IMayor,  Jurnis,  Freemen,  and  |>rincipal 
Inhabilanls  of  the  Town  q(  Bye,  picsenled  to  His  Majesty 
by  Mifldlcton  Onsloir,  Esq.,  one  of  their  Kepresenialives 
in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  ExcelUnt  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Jurats,  Freemen,  and 

jjrincipal  Inhabitants  of  yonr  Majesty's  ancient  Town 

of  IIye,  in  the  County  of  SrssEx. 

'We,  your  Majesty's  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  the  May- 
or, Jurats,  Freemen,  and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  an- 
cient Town  o(  Bye,  in  tlie  County  of  Sussex,  do  humbly 
entreat  that  your  Majesty  will  permit  us,  with  the  most 
profound  respect,  to  approach  your  royal  )icrson  wiih  our 
most  grateful  acknowledgments  that  }  our  Majesty  has  fully 
answered  the  warmest  and  utmost  hojies  ami  expectations 
of  30ur  loyal  subjects.  It  is  with  the  highest  gratitude  we 
are  thankful  for  the  great  and  constant  regard  your  Majes- 
ty shows  for  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  your  good  and  loyal 
people,  and  the  more  than  paternal  tenderness  for  those 
whom  the  laws  of  their  Country,  though  the  best  and  mild- 
est in  the  world,  cannot  keep  within  the  bounds  of  duty  to 
your  Majesty  or  their  fellow-subjects. 

It  is  our  sincere  wish,  great  Sire,  that  a  speedy  and  hon- 
ourable end  may  be  put  to  the  rebellion  of  your  Majesty's 
subjects  in  America ;  and  we  beg  your  Majesty  to  accept 
of  our  assurances  that  we  will  most  cordially  and  cheer- 
fully contribute  our  proportion,  with  your  Majesty's  other 
good  subjects,  to  enable  your  Majesty  to  bring  that  event 
to  pass,  by  such  measures  as  shall  be  thought  most  proper 
to  be  pursued  by  your  Majesty's  wisdom  and  the  advice  of 
your  Parliament;  and  that  we  will  be  ready,  at  all  times, 
and  on  every  occasion,  to  manifest  to  the  world  our  un- 
shaken loyalty  to  your  Majesty. 


ADDRESS   OF   THE  JLSTU  ES    OF   THE    PEACE,   ETC.,   OF   ORK- 
NEY. 

Address  of  ihe  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Connnlssioners  of 
Supply,  and  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Orkney,  pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty  by  Thomas  Dundas,  Esq.,  Repre- 
sentative in  Parliament  for  the  County  o['  Stirling. 

To  the  King's  Most  Exrelhut  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  Connnissioners  of  Supply,  and  Free- 
holders of  ihe  County  of  Orl-iiey,  think  it  our  indispensa- 
ble duty,  at  this  time,  to  aiiproacb  your  throne,  and  lo  tes- 
tify our  regard  and  reverence  for  your  Majesty's  person 
and  Government,  and  for  the  esiabli;4ied  Consiilution  of 
the  British  Empire. 

Deeply  impressed  wilh  ihesc  sciilimrnls,  we  \  iew  with 
abhorrence  the  unnatural  reliellion  which  lins  broke  forlh 
among  your  subjects  in  America,  and  the  anarchy  and  con- 
fusion into  which  these  once  happy  people  have  been  so 
rasldy  hurried  by  the  artful  designs  of  factious  and  despe- 
rate men.  We  earnestly  hope'lhat  the  Parhameiit.  iho 
(ireat  Council  of  this  Na'tion,  will  ;:ive  yuur  MiijesU  such 


ADDRESS   OF  THE   CORPORATION   OF    MAIDENHEAD. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  High  Sicward,  Steward,  Bridge- 
masters,  and  Burgesses  of  ihe  ( 'orpoialion  of  Maidenhiiid. 
in  the  County  n(  Berks,  prL^eiUed  to  His  Majesty  by  Pc- 
)'yston  Powney,  Esq. 

To  the  King'.':  Most  Eicelleui  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor,  High  Steward,  Stew- 
ard, Bridgemastcrs,  and  Barget^sts  ef  the  Corporation 
q/' Maidenhead,  in  the  County  q/' Berks. 
Most  Gracious  Sooereiscn  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  Majesty  wilh  those  seniiments  of 
legurd  which  are  due  to  the  best  of  Sovereigns,  and  with 
that  freedom  which  we  are  entitled  to  as  Englishmen. 

Wo  see,  with  infinite  concern,  that  our  fellow-subjects  in 
America  have  suffered  themselves  to  be  so  misled  by  evil 
and  designing  men  as  lo  erect  the  standard  of  rebellion  : 
and  it  is  matter  of  surprise  to  us,  who  daily  feel  the  happy 
eiiecis  of  a  mild  and  gentle  reign,  that  there  should  in  any 
part  of  your  Dominions  be  found  men  so  blind  V>  their 
oun  welfare,   and  so  lipe   for  civil  war,  as  to  break  down 
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the  barrier  of  civil  society,  and  place  their  hopes  of  liberty 
in  anarchy  and  devastation. 

Convinced  as  we  are,  by  innumerable  injtances  of  your 
Majesty's  regard  to  our  happy  i'orni  of  Government,  we 
could  safely  trust  our  dearest  rights  in  your  hands  ;  but  as 
we  are  bound  by  every  consideration  to  transmit  those 
rights  to  our  posterity,  we  cannot  but  protest  against  the 
principles  of  those  men,  who,  by  asserting  the  dependance 
o(  America  on  the  Crown,  exclusively  of  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  endeavour  to  point  out  a  distinction, 
that  in  future  times  may  be  productive  of  the  most  fatal 
consequences  lo  both. 

We  thank  you.  Sire,  for  the  paternal  care  you  are  taking 
of  those  Kingdoms,  by,  we  hope,  the  effectual  means  you 
are  pursuing,  to  reiluce  to  the  obetlience  of  the  laws  these 
lhoui;htless  men,  whom  neither  gratitude  for  past  assis- 
tance, nor  the  remembrance  of  blood  and  treasure  shed 
and  expended  in  their  defence  and  suppoit,  nor  even  the 
ties  of  nature  subsisting  between  us,  can  Iiold  in  peace. 

As  friends  to  otir  excellent  Constitution,  we  can  but  ex- 
press our  indignation  against  those  wlio  have  been  the  pro- 
moters, the  leaders,  and  the  abetters  of  rebellion  ;  but  we 
rely  on  your  wisdom,  your  moderation,  and  that  attribute 
of  Heaven,  your  mercy,  that,  when  it  shall  please  God  to 
open  their  eyes  to  reason,  and  turn  their  hearts  to  peace, 
)  ou  will  receive  them  with  open  arms,  as  your  jjeojile  and 
our  fellow-subjects,  and  convince  them  that  by  taxation  is 
not  meant  oppression,  and  that  true  liberty  is  nut  founded 
on  licentiousness. 

l"he  common  seal  of  the  said  Corporation  was  hereunto 
affixed,  on  the  l-lth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  uur 
Lord  177.5. 

ADDRESS   OF  THE  HIGH  SHERIFF,  ETC.,  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF 
BERKS. 

Address  of  the  High  Sheriff,  Gentry,  Clergy,  FrL-ehold- 
ers,  and  other  Inhabitants  of  ihe  County  of  Berks,  pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty  by  Bartholomew  I'rice,  Esq.,  High 
Sheriff  of  the  said  Coimty. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majestij. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  High  Sheriff,  Gentry,  Clergy, 

Freeholders,  and   other  Inhabitants   of  the  County  vj 

Berks. 

We,  your  ]Majesty's  most  dutiful,  loyal,  and  afleclionate 
subjects,  the  High  Sheriff,  Gentry,  Clergy,  Freeholders, 
any  other  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Berks,  beg  leave 
to  approach  your  royal  throne  with  the  strongest  assmances 
of  our  steady  attacliment  to  your  Majesty's  and  this  Na- 
tion's united  cause,  in  opposition  to  the  insolent  etforts  of 
all  the  enemies  of  peace,  order,  and  good  Govei-nment, 
wherever  exerted  by  factious  clamour,  or  by  rebellious  in- 
surrection. 

An  experience,  coeval  with  your  Majesty's  reign,  hath 
taught  us,  that  your  ftlajesty's  first  and  most  zealous  aim 
hath  been  to  win  the  affection  and  cheerful  obedience  of 
all  your  subjects,  by  all  those  methods  of  indulgence,  pa- 
tronage, and  gentleness,  which  do,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
tend  to  dispose  the  minds  of  men  to  submit  themselves, 
with  all  thankfulness,  to  so  patriotick  a  sovereignty  ;  and 
we  cannot,  without  the  deepest  concern,  observe,  that  the 
event  of  so  gracious  a  trial  hath,  through  the  treacherous 
workings  of  Republican  malevolence,  so  totally  disappoint- 
ed your  Majesty's  just  and  reasonable  expectations,  and 
those  of  all  good  men  ;  and  that  the  good  will  and  lenity, 
which  pervade  and  adorn  all  your  Majesty's  measures  of 
Government,  have  seived  only  to  raise,  to  animate,  to  in- 
flame the  stubborn  sjiirit  of  insult  and  rebellion,  especially 
in  your  Majesty's  late  highly  favoured  Provinces  in  Ame- 
rica. 

The  tender  emotions  of  humanity,  foreseeing  the  calami- 
ties of  the  storm  which  that  spirit  hath  raisecl,  cannot  but 
incline  us  to  wish,  that  the  common  sentiments  of  gratitude 
had  so  duly  operated  in  the  hearts  oi'  our  fellow-subjects 
there,  as  to  have  retained  them  in  their  most  bounden  duty 
of  cheerful  submission  to  those  mild  laws  and  e(juitable 
regulations  with  which  the  Legislature  of  their  Mother 
Country  hath  an  undoubted  right  to  require  their  most 
cheerfid  compliance. 

Such  compliance,  (against  which  no  pleas  of  exemption 
iiave  been  olfered,  hut  what  malice  and  chicane  have  labo- 


riously set  up,  to  be,  by  plain  truth  and  fact,  with  no  labour, 
overthrown,)  such  compliance  would  happily  have  prevent- 
ed that  lamentable  indigence  and  distress  of  the  Rebel  Pro- 
vinces, that  miserable  effusion  of  Christian  blood,  which,  it 
is  to  be  I'eared,  are  now  become  the  necessary  though  harsh 
remedies  of  their  pestilential  disease. 

And  since  an  obstinate  and  active  rebellion,  subsisting 
in  any  part  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions,  can  hardly  fail, 
unless  it  be  seasonably  suppressed,  of  producing  events 
highly  calamitous  to  the  whole,  and  of  consequence  deeply 
afflictive  to  your  Majesty's  paternal  heart,  we  do,  with  all 
that  alacrity  and  zeal  of  duty,  which  grateful  subjects  owe 
to  such  a  Sovereign,  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  are  firmly 
determined^  with  our  utmost  ability  and  inlluence,  to  sup- 
port such  vigorous  measures  as  your  Majesty's  wisdom  and 
prudence,  in  concert  with  that  of  the  great  Council  of  the 
Nation,  may  think  proper  to  adopt,  for  reducing  mad  and 
ruinous  revolt  to  quiet  and  wholesome  submission;  and  for 
establishing,  in  its  full  force,  the  legislative  authority  of  Great 
Britain  over  the  Dominions  of  the  British  Crown,  in  their 
widest  extent. 

With  no  small  satisfaction  we  foresee,  that,  when  your 
Majesty's  firmness  and  magnanimity  shall  have  obtained 
this  just  triujiiph  over  the  treacherous  and  ungrateful,  you 
will  celebrate  one  more  highly  pleasing  to  you,  in  "  re- 
ceiving the  misleil  with  tenderness  and  mercy." 

CO.MMITTEE   OF   FAIRFAX    COUNTY    (vIRGINIa)    TO    GENERAL 
WASHINGTON. 

Alcx,uidri;i,  Nuvcnibcr  11,  177j. 

Sir:  By  order  of  the  Committee  of  this  County,  there 
was  shipped  from  hence  by  Messrs.  Henley  fy  Call,  on  the 
ISth  oiWovcmljer,  1774,  one  hundred  and  lifty-seven  bar- 
rels flour,  in  the  Schooner  l^olatile,  Captain  IVoodbury, 
amounting  to  £i215  10s.;  and  the  freight  paid  here,  £-^3 
lis.;  also  fifty  bushels  beans,  amount,  £lO;  and  eleven 
barrels  bread  and  five  barrtls  of  flour  by  the  Captains  iiz7- 
tan  and  Rust,  amount,  £  14  9s,  3d. ;  the  contingent  charges 
paid  here  £5;is.  Gc/.— makes  in  the  whole  £-^tJ8  13.s.  9f/., 
say  two  hundred  and  sixty  eight  pounds,  thirteen  shillings 
and  nine  pence.  Our  Committee  has  also,  by  the  favour 
oi'  John  Cast  is,  Esq.,  sent  £53  13s.  3(/.  to  be  distributed, 
as  you  see  necessary,  among  the  deserving  poor  of  Boston  : 
there  are  still  some  more  subscriptions  to  come  in,  which 
sliall  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  they  are  received. 

This  Committee  has  never  been  favoured  with  a  line 
from  the  Committee  in  Boston,  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  any  thing  being  receivetl  from  hence,  which  surprises 
them.  You  have  too  much  business  upon  your  hands  to 
request  an  inquiry  into  it.  May  every  happiness  attend 
you,  in  your  endeavours  in  establishing  that  liberty  so  es- 
sentially necessary  for  the  good  of  mankind  ;  and  that  you 
may  return  with  laurels  among  your  friends  is  the  sincere 
wish  of,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

John  Dalton,  }  „      77.  •   ,.      /, 

,,,       n  ;•  tor  rair  ax  Lommittee. 

Wm.  Ramsay,    ^  •' 


SAMUEL   McMASTERS   TO   DR.    JAMES  TILTON. 

I,cwcs,  November  14,  1775, 
Sir:  This  informs  you,  that  an  indictment  was  found 
by  the  Grand  Jury  of  Sussex  County,  against  a  number  of 
zealous  friends  to  their  Country,  for,  as  is  said,  insulting  a 
certain  J.  C.  The  particulars  are  as  follows:  .J.  C,  some 
time  in  the  month  of  September,  came  to  Lewes,  and  in  an 
open,  profane  manner,  cursed  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress,  and  all  those  that  would  not  curse  it ;  calling 
upon  the  Su|)reme  Being,  in  a  most  solemn  manner,  to  d — n 
the  Congress,  and  all  that  would  not  d — d  it;  that  d — d 
set  would  ruin  the  Country.  For  which  ex|jressions,  and 
such  like,  it  was  thought  jiroijer  he  should  he  had  up  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Inspection,  as  guilty  of  treason 
against  the  liberties  of  ylwumYi,  and  also  the  Congress; 
for  the  Congress  acting  suitable  to  the  power  delegated, 
that  body  ought  to  be  esteemed  as  King,  and  therefore 
whatever  is  said  against  that  body  should  be  deemed  trea- 
son. C.  being  had  up  before  the  Committee,  and  the  facts 
before  mentioned  sufficiently  proved,  one  of  the  audience 
said  "  it  sounded  like  a  death  warrant."  C,  in  an  insulting, 
sweariiif  way,  said,  "  put  it  in  execution."    However,  upon 
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mature  consiclerntlon  of  the  Committee,  some  of  uhich 
were  no  belter  tlian  C,  a  sort  of  recantation  was  drawn  up 
and  si-'ned  by  C,  but  by  no  means  satislactory  to  the  peo- 
ple. Upon  wliich  some  concluded  we  should  proceed  in 
the" new  mode  of  makin?  converts,  by  bestowinj;  upon  C. 
a  coat  of  tar  and  feathers;  but  after  some  hesitaiion,  and 
much  persuasion,  were  prevented  from  using  any  violent 
measures,  unless  bealiug  the  drum  a  few  rods,  and  two 
boys  throwing  an  egg  apiece  unknown  to  the  men,  which, 
as  soon  as  they  were  observed,  were  immediately  stopped. 
No  threatening  or  abusive  language  was  made  use  of  to 
intimidate  or  a^fFright  him.  This  is  as  near  the  state  of  the 
matter  as  I  can  recollect.  This  they  have  made  a  not  ol, 
nndJ.M.,  Esq.,  as  King's  Attorney,  has  acted  in  this  mat- 
ter. 

Now,  if  such  offenders  as  C.  are  permitted  to  bring  us 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  civil  law,  all  the  friends  to 
liberty  here  in  Sussex  may  as  well  give  up  as  contend  any 
longer;  for  we  are  too  weak  to  oppose  Ministerial  tools. 

This  from  your's  to  serve,         y ,,,,-j.l  Mc.Masters. 
To  Doctor  James  Tllton. 


DK.   JAMES    TlLTOX  TO   SAMLlF.h    McMASTERS. 

Sm:  Yours  of  the  14lh  instant  came  safe  to  hand.  1 
am  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  contents  of  it.  I  have  heard 
a  great  deal  ol'  Sussex  toryism,  but  imagined,  if  you  had 
really  such  among  you,  they  would  have  acted  more  in- 
geniously than  by  playing  off  the  civil  law,  as  an  engine, 
against  the  sons  of  liberty.  The  recent  success  of  Mr.  II., 
l^shonld  have  thought,  would  have  taught  them  better. 
Your  Grand  Jury  must  certainly  have  been  infatuated  with 
very  undue  prejudices,  or  they  never  could  have  counte- 
nanced such  an  indictment  as  you  mention. 

1  wish  I  was  able  to  give  you  such  advice  as  would  be 
profitable  to  your  deluded  countrymen ;  but  when  I  consi- 
der that  I  am  writing  to  a  man  younger  than  myself,  and 
who  has  perhaps  as  little  influence  in  Sussex  as  1  have  in 
Ke7it,  I  conceive  1  cannot  testify  my  esteem  for  a  lover  of 
our  liberty  better  than  by  communicating  my  sentiments,  on 
present  troubles,  in  as  short  and  jilaiu  a  manner  as  1  can. 

1  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  the  claim  of  England  on 
America,  "  to  tax  her  in  all  cases  whatsoever,"  is  affrontive 
to  common  sense,  not  to  be  tolerated,  but  spurned  at  by 
freemen,  and  to  be  resisted  to  the  last  extremity  whenever 
attempted  to  be  put  in  execution.  It  is  found  equally  true, 
by  our  experience,  that  the  civil  or  municipal  laws  ot  the 
Provinces  are  not  suflicient  to  defend  us  against  the  unjust 
and  cruel  means  used  to  bring  us  under  unjust  and  arbitra- 
ry taxation.  VVJiut  resource,  then,  had  America  lelt  her? 
VVhy,  she  appealed  to  the  law  of  nature,  which,  having  a 
like  respect  to  all,  is  founded  only  injustice  and  truth.  In 
doing  this,  however,  the  Americans  have  not  violated  the 
Constitution  of  England,  (as  their  enemies  have  suggest- 
ed,) for  that  being'ibunded  in  liberty  cannot  be  repugnant 
to  the  eternal  and  immutable  laws  of  truth  and  justice. 
By  the  law  of  nature,  then,  and  the  Constitution  of  Eng- 
land, we  are  perfectly  right  in  defending  our  rights  and  li- 
berties. The  law  of  nature  is  above  all  others,  and  con- 
stantly governs  in  the  last  exigency  of  affairs.  In  our  pre- 
sent struggle,  is  it  not  equally  necessary  to  guard  against 
intestine  enemies  as  foreign  foes?  But  by  what  law  ol  the 
land  can  we  do  it?  By  none,  and  therefore  we  appeal  to 
the  law  of  nature.  By  this  law,  the  Representatives  of 
a  people  in  Committee  publi-h  an  enemy  and  make  him 
infamous  forever;  and  by  tlii-^  law  the  people  at  large  tar 
and  feather  tories  and  iraiior-;.  'L'he  sole  objoct  of  natural 
law  is  justice;  and  agreeable  to  it,  in  Mr.  C'.'x  case,  the 
only  question  should  be,  has  his  punishment  been  more 
than  ade(iuate  to  his  crimes?  If  he  has  discovered  him- 
self unfriendly  to  his  Country,  and  especially  to  America, 
liis  light  escape  could  be  owing  to  nolhiiig  but  ^real  |)ar- 
liality  or  uncommon  humanity  in  his  counlrMiu  n.  And  as 
to  those  men,  who  would  now  take  advanta::e  ul  the  civil 
law  against  those  who  were  the  instruments  of  justice  on  C, 
in  behalf  of  tiieir  Country,  I  take  it  for  granted  they  have 
a  plentiful  stock  of  ignorance  or  an  uncommon  share  of 
bolilness  and  wickedness;  and  I  w^iU  venture  to  add,  that 
were  they  in  any  part  of  the  United  Colonies,  besides  Sus- 
ser,  they  would  in  the  one  case  meet  wil!i  proper  instruc- 
tion, am!  in  tiie  other  suitable  correctitai. 


TO  THE   INHABITANTS  OF  NEW-VORK. 

New.York,  NovciiiIkt  14,  1775. 

Of  late,  1  have  observed  in  Mr.  Rivington^s  and  Mr. 
Gaints  newspapers,  sundry  publications  that  have  the 
same  pernicious  tendency  with  those  that  used  to  abound  in 
those  papers  some  months  ago,  before  the  flight  of  Cooper, 
fVilkins,  k.c.,  and  the  silence,  association,  and  pretended 
reformation  of  many  inveterate,  rancorous  enemies  to  the 
rights  and  freedom  of  the  Briiish  Colonies,  for  which  we 
are  now  contending.  Indeed,  considering  the  conduct  and 
avowed  (irinciples  of  these  tory  gentry,  there  was  no  per- 
son, of  common  understanding,  that  believed  there  was  any 
reality  or  sincerity  in  the  apparently  sudden  change  of  their 
ilis[K)siiion  from  enemies  to  friends  of  the  English  Consti- 
tution, the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  Country.  The 
seeming  change,  we  have  the  greatest  reason  to  believe, 
was  only  the  eflect  of  the  basest  of  all  causes — pusilla- 
nimity and  cowardice — upon  finding  the  friends  to  their 
Country  to  be  the  strongest  party.  After  a  silence  and 
inactivity  of  several  months,  these  tory  vermin  begin  to 
creep  out  again,  one  after  another,  and,  according  to  their 
natures,  renew  their  works  of  mischief.  At  first,  they  begin 
with  small  matteis,  and,  if  they  pass  with  impunity,  pro- 
ceed to  those  that  are  greater,  enormous,  and  intolerable. 
They  begin  their  operations  with  caution  and  secrecy. 
They  appear  disguised  and  in  small  numbers  ;  but,  embold- 
ened by  one  another,  they  soon  increase  in  number,  work 
more  openly,  and  at  last  venture  to  show  tbentselves,  and 
act  without  disguise.  But  the  work  in  which  we  are  now 
engaged  is  of  loo  much  consequence  for  us  to  sutler  it  to 
be  interrupted,  and  its  success  endangered  by  an  ill-judged 
lenity  and  indulgence  to  those  most  noxious  animals,  who 
aim  at  nothing  less  than  our  destruction,  and  stripping  us 
of  every  -thing  that  can  be  held  valuable  by  reasonable 
creatures.  It  behooves  us,  then,  as  we  value  our  lives,  and, 
what  should  be  still  dearer  to  us  than  our  lives,  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  our  Country  and  posterity,  to  hunt  out, 
find,  and  destroy,  or  at  least  disable,  these  most  detestable 
creatures,  that  otherwise  will  destroy  or  enslave  us.  This 
is  no  time  for  ceremony  or  forbearance.  Our  all  is  at  stake. 
We  must  succeed  in  the  enterprise  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, or  perish  in  the  attempt,  and  be  the  most  abject, 
miserable,  and  despised  people  of  all  the  human  race. 
Shall  we  hazard  all  these  dreadful  consequences,  rather  than 
punish,  as  they  justly  deserve,  a  set  of  wretches  who  are 
labouring,  by  every  secret  art  of  deceit  and  villany,  to 
biint;  them  upon  u-,  and  ruin  ns  forever?  No.  Rather 
let  them  be  perished  and  rooted  out.  The  publications  in 
;\lr.  Riiini^ion's  and  Mr.  Ciainc's  pajiers,  that  gave  rise  to 
these  reflections,  are  more  than  I  can  now  remembei',  as  I 
have  not  those  papers  by  me.  One,  liowever,  was  a  copy 
of  a  long  letter  from  London,  tending  to  represent  tl.e  pro- 
ceedings of  the  people  \n  America,  in  defence  of  their  just 
rights  and  freedom,  as  unreasonable,  criminal,  and  rebel- 
lious ;  the  conduct  of  the  Parliament  and  Ministry  oi'  Eng- 
land, to  be  lawful  and  necessary.  That  their  disposition 
towards  ^H(C/'/trt  was  iViendly  and  benevolent;  that  they 
aimed  at  nothing  but  a  constitutional,  legal  authority  over 
America,  equally  necessary  for  its  own  wellare,  as  that  of 
all  other  jiarts  oi'  the  British  Uominions.  That  the  whole 
body  of  the  Nation,  except  an  inconsiderable  jiari,  of  little 
weight  or  inlluence,  were  unanimously  against  us.  That 
the  maiuif:tcturing  part  of  the  Nation  were  little  affected  by 
our  Non-lmporlation  Agreement, and  that  we  must  be  final- 
ly overcome  by  the  power  of  Great  Britain.  The  whole 
tcndencv  and  design  of  the  letter  was  to  disunite  and  dis- 
courage us  in  our  necessary  defence,  to  persuade  us  to  give 
up  our  rights  and  liberties  to  Gnat  Britain,  submit  to  the 
authority  it  claims  over  us,  and  to  its  iiiLTcy  for  our  oppo- 
po.silion  lo  it. 

This  vile  letter,  which,  by  the  style  :.nd  sentiments,  I 
imagine  is  the  production  of  Ur.  Coojjfr,  was  first  pub- 
lished in  Mr.  Bivingto7is,  and  the  next  week  in  Mr. 
Gaine's  paper.  Since  that  publication,  several  others  of 
the  like  tendency  have  apjieaied  in  each  of  these  papers, 
amoni;  which  may  be  reckoned  Moirat's  nonsensical,  inso- 
lent letter  to  the  people  of  Falmouth,  before  he  began  his 
act  of  murder  and  high  treason  in  firing  upon  the  Town. 
Tlic  Address  of  the  Quakers,  dated  i26th  October,  signed 
././/,;(  Pcmherton,  published  in  IMr.  Uivinglun's  h-^l  paper. 
\Mih();it   the   answer  aiul   refutation  of  it,  contained  in  the 
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Petition  and  Remonstrance  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  the  Congress,  and  other  friends  to  tJje  ri^'hls  and  iiber- 
of  f^i7rt</€/^^/u'a,  on  the  31st  of  the  same  month,  presented  lies  of  America,  that  ini|uiries  sliouid  be  made  of  the 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  then  sitting.  In  printers,  who  it  was  that  handed  these  insidious  pieces  to 
Mr.  G'nuie's  last  paper,  an  account  of  the  success  of  Major  the  press  ;  and  I  dare  engage  they  will  be  found  to  be 
Roach,  in  raising  lecruits  in  Irdund  to  fight  against  the  secret  and  dangerous  enemies.  Also,  that  a  Committee 
Americans,  when  all  the  papers  agree  that  whatever  may  should  be  appointed  to  watch  over  the  ])ublications  in  our 
be  the  success  of  that  particular  man,  through  the  influence  papers,  and  answer  all  such  as  might  have  a  dangerous 
of  liis  musick,  his  parade,  his  gold,  and  his  beer,  his  insidi-  tendency  in  deceiving  the  people.  Also,  that  an  inquiry 
ous,  delusive  speech,  and  the  interest  of  the  venal,  minis-  should  be  made  to  discover  those  persons  who  have  wick- 
teiial  noblemen  and  gentry  who  assist  him,  yet  the  service  edly  endeavoured  to  destroy  the  credit  and  currency  of  the 
is  so  disagreeable  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  in  general,  that  paper  money,  or  bills  of  credit,  issued  by  the  Continental 
few  ol  the  recruiting  oflicers  can  prevail  upon  a  man  to  and  each  Provincial  Congress.  The  faith  of  each  Colony 
eidist  and  fight  against  lhe\t  American  brethren;  w'hich  is  in  particular,  and  of  all  conjunctly,  is  engaged  to  support 
also  the  case  in  many  parts  o( England.  These,  and  many  the  ciedit  of  each  respective  species  of  currency,  and  the 
other  such  like  pieces,  ought  never  to  appear  in  our  news-  success  of  all  our  operations  depends  on  their  being  sup- 
papers  without  answers,  at  the  same  time,  to  expose  their  ported  in  full  credit.  He,  therefore,  who  endeavours  to 
fallacy,  and  prevent  the  people  from  being  deceived  by  depreciate  or  render  their  credit  doubtful,  ought  to  be  noted, 
them.  General  Howe's  illegal  Proclamations  and  Associ-  deemed  an  enemy  lo  America,  and  treated  accordingly, 
ations,  and  even  the  King's  last  Proclamation,  are  all  cal-  An  Occasional  Remarker. 

culated  to  intimidate  and  deceive  the  people,  and  ought  

not  to  appear  without  comments  and  remaiks,  to  expose  colony  of  .iiASS^CHtsETTs-Bw. 

their  fallacy  and  prevent  their  effects.     Of  the  same  kind,  r>     w           •             .     i-  ./      ^.         •/ 

also,  are  two  extracts  of  letters  from  London,  one  dated  ^^  ""  "'"J"'  P"'^  "-^  ""   <^^"""'- 

the  4th,  the  other  the   1 0th  of  Sqjtember,  in  Mr.  Gainers  ^o  the  several  Sherijfs  oj  the  Counties  oj  Essex,  Mid- 

last  paper.     The  first  would  frighten  us  by  representing  dlesex,  Plymouth,  Hampshire,  Bristol,  and  VVor- 

the  vast  preparations  making  against  us,  and  treating  us  as  cester,  greeting  : 

a  deluded  people,  in  our  opposition   to  tyrannical  power;  You  are  hereby  severally  ordered  and  directed  forthwith 

the  other,  in  persuading  us  "  that  all  we  can  do  will  be  in-  to  make  return  of  all  the  Prisoners  in  the  res|iective  Jails 

effectual.  That  England  considers  the  loss  of  our  trade,  and  of  which  you  are  keepers,  committed  by  order  of  the  major 

our  military  preparations  in  our  own  defence,  as  matters  of  part  of  the  Council,  or  by   the  General  of  the  American 

no  importance;  and  yet,  from  a  benevolent  disposition,  la-  Army,  in  the  manner  following,  viz:   Their  names,  their 

iiients  the  woes  we  are  drawing  upon  ourselves.    That  our  several  ages,  where  born,   how   long  they   have  lived   in 

pretended  friends  in  England  are  not  to   be  relied  on  or  America,  whether  they  are   married  or   unmarried,  those 

credited;  that  our  non-importation  scheme  is  of  little  con-  who  are  married  where  their  families  aie,  by  whom  they 

sequence  to  England;    that  the    bulk  of  the    people   are  were  committed,  for  what  cause,  and  what  is  their  present 

against  us;  our  advocates  few  and  inconsiderable;  and  that  state  and  circumstances. 

we  shall  fatally  be  convinced  of  it,  if  we  do  not  fall  upon  Given  under  our  hands,  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  tf'a- 

some  mode  of  pacification  before  the  spring — that  is,  if  we  tertown,  the  14th  day  oi' November,  Anno  Domini  1775. 

do  not,  before  that,  do  something  thai  shall,  in  effect,  be  a  By  their  Honours'  command  : 

surrender  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  by  admitting  a  right  Perez  Morton,  Deputy  Secretary. 

in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  make  laws  to  bind  James  Otis,              B.  Lincoln. 

and  tax  us  in  all  cases  (or  in  any  case)  whatsoever."  W.  Spooner,            M.  Farley, 

But,  my  brethren,  in  my  turn,  let  nie  warn  you  not  to  Caleb  Cushing,     J.  Palmer, 

be  deceived  by  such  re|)resentations  as  these,  which  are  J.  Winthrop,          S.  H 


OLTEN, 


notorious  and  abominable  falsehoods,  intended  not  for  your  Joseph  Gerrish,    Jabez  Fisher, 

good,  but  lo  betray  you  into  all  the  miseries  they  are  falsely  John  Whitcomb,    John  Taylor, 

]iretended  lo  avert;  for  slavery  includes  every  evil  human  James  Prescott,    B.  White. 

nature  has  to  dread.      I  am  ready  to  die  in  defence  of  the  Eldad  Taylor, 

principles  I  recommend  to  you  ;  and  I  advise  you  lo  die,  

rather  than  yield  one  tittle  of  your  rights  lo  the  unjust,  un-  truce  between  captain  Wallace  and  the  town  of 

constitutional  claims  ol  a  tyrannical  Parliament  and  Minis-  Newport. 

try.      If  you  yield  a  tittle,  you  are  undone  ;  you  and  your  ^^^^l^^^^  of  Rhodc-Iskuul,  ^c 

posterity  will   be  absolute  and   confirmed   slaves  forever.  t^i      r  n      ■                   i  r  i     i   i         j         r    <      r^ 

'^,    ,  \       c          1           r          I-            •      •          r    .  ;•       I  -^  he  tollowiiig  are   published   by  order  of  the  General 

6  orf  has  formed  you  free  :  Ins  service  is  perfect  freedom,  r'          •,.           \v  , 

T^      J         .1        I-        1      I    ■      •                   r  '                 1      ■  Committee.      Witness:                   „            ,,.            r,    , 

I- reedom,  therelore,  he  has  given  you,  lor  an   everlasting  Henry  Ward,  Sec  y. 

inheritance,  which  no  man  has  a  right  lo  take  away.    You  — 

cannot  part  with  it  without  alTronting  the  God  who  gave  it,  [No.  1.]                        His  Majesty's  Ship  Rose,  November  M,  1775. 

and  despising  the  inheritance  lo  which  he  has  made  you  I  ^vill  suspend  hostilities  against  the  Town,  till  I  have 
heirs.  Fear  not  but  thai  he  will  enable  you  lo  defend  it,  {^nhev  orders,  upon  their  supplying  the  King's  ships  with 
if  you  are  not  wanting  to  yourselves.  You  have  God  and  (Vesh  beef,  &c.  Let  it  remain  neuter.  The  itivvy  and  mar- 
justice  on  your  side.  With  such  aids,  no  power  in  nature  kd  boats  to  supply  it  unmolested.  If  the  Rebels  enter  the 
can  prevail  against  us.                                         _     _  Town  and  break  the  neutrality,  I  hold  myself  disengaged. 

The  Ministry  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  authors  and  at  liberty  lo  do  mv  utmost  for  the  King's  service".  ° 

of  all  the  late  oppressive  acts  aga'm^l  America,  have  de-  '                           James  Wallace. 

monslrated  a  fixed  design  to  destroy  ihe  English  Constitu-  n-    ,i,,_  i   ,,.  .  ■,„,._.     ,-  ,,  ,,  -p,-,,„  .  c  \'  „  .,    .- 

,  ,      ,,      ,.  ,         ,  =  ,        ,        ,  ■',        ,     '=' ,          1  1-  1     1  J-O  llie  Innabilantb  ol   the   luwn  ot  ^\ew)ort. 

tion,  (the  hnglishman  s  boast  and  glory,)  and  established,  -' 

in  its  stead,  an  aibitrary,  tyrannical  Government.    Is  it  pos- 

sible  thai  Englishmen,  or  their  friends,  can  lend  a  helping  ^^'  ^  lown  Council,  .\cwport,  yovcntbcr  14,  1775  : 

hand  to  destroy  that  glorious  Constitution  that  has  dislin-  The  Council  accepts  the  Letter  from  Captain  ll'allace  as 

guished  them  from  all  other  nations,  and  is  the  only  cause  a  truce,  and  hopes  General  Hopkins  will  accept  it  in   the 

of  the  greatness  and    power  lo  which    they  have  risen  ?  same  light.                              

None  but  real  enemies  to  England  can  fight  against  its 

Constitution.     Such  are  the  Parliament  and  Ministry  who  ;X".a.]                                ilfad.Q-ianur!..  November  !.'>,  1775. 

]iassed  the  Declaratory  Act,  and  all    the  late  acts  against  C;entlf.men  :   !  received  a  co|)y  of  a  letter,  signed  by 

America,  beginning  with  the  act  for  shutting  up  llie  port  .Tames  Wallace,  commander  of  His  Jlajjsty's  Ship  Rose, 

of  Boston.     Every  one  of  these  acts  I  do  affirm  to  be  acts  together  with  your  approbation  of  its  contents.      In  answer 

of  high   treason   against    the  Enu'lish   Constitution,  and  I  to  which,  I  am  to  let  you  know  thai  I  will  permit  you  lo 

challenge  all  the  lawyers  in  {he  British   Dominions  lo  re-  supply  the   Ministerial   Navy,  now  in  your  harbour,  with 

fute  me.     I  would  enlarge  upon  this  subject,  but  the  com-  fresh  provisions,  &c.,  provided  the  quantity  be  ascertained, 

pass  of  your  paper  will  not  admit  of  it.  and  is  no  more  than   is  sufficient,  or  has  been   heretofore 

I  would  humbly  recommend  to  the  Committee  of  Safet}-,  made  use  of,  and  that  under  the  inspection  of  a  man  thai 
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I  shall  appoint  and  authorize,  and  not  otherwise  ;  provided 
that  he,  (said  IVallace,)  with  all  the  vessels  and  boats  under 
his  coniniand  and  direction,  let  all  the  wood,  market,  and 
ferry  boats,  pass  and  repass,  together  with  their  passengers 
and  effects,  unmolested  and  unexamined  ;  on  failure  or 
breach  of  which,  I  shall  immediately  stop  the  supplies. 
This  is  all  that  can  be  expected  in  supplying  the  iMiniste- 
rial  Navy,  except  they  remove  out  of  cannon-shot  of  the 
Town  o\ Nciuimrl.     1  am,  &.C., 

EzB-.K  Hopkins,  Brigadicr-O'tntral. 
To  the  Worshipful  Town  Council  of  the  Town  o(  yt:w- 
port.  

[No.  3.]  Newport,  XovciiibL-r  in,  ITTJ. 

Siii:  Your  projiosal  for  settling  a  truce  between  the 
Town  o[  Newport  and  Captain  H'allncc.  we  have  received 
and  examined  ;  and  as  the  word  viuxnniiiicd,  in  your  pro- 
posal, seems  to  us  will  not  be  complied  with  by  Ca[)t.  IVal- 
lace, request  you  will  leave  the  same  out,  as  we  apprehend 
it  contrary  to  his  instruciions  and  the  acts  of  Parliament, 
and  are  fearful  it  will  greatly  impede  the  wished-for  truce. 

1  am,  in   behalf  of  the  Town  Council  o(  Nexvpoi'l,  Sir, 

*■''■'                           Wm.  Coddington,  Council  Clerk. 
To  Ezck  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Brigadier-General  of  the  Forces 
in  this  Colony.  

[So.  4.]  Head.Quarters,  November  16,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received  yours  this  day,  wherein  you  re- 
quest the  word  unexamined  may  be  left  out  of  my  proposals, 
which  1  now  give  you  leave  to  do;  but  1  think  it  would 
be  more  for  your  interest  to  let  it  remain. 

'  ''"''  ^''■'         EzEK  Moi'KiNs,  Brigadicr-Gcncral. 
To  the  Worshipful  Town  Council  of  the  Town  o(  JScwport. 


[So.  5.]  Newport.  Novcnilier  16,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  proposals  for  a  truce  with  this  Town  were 
laid  before  us  yesterday,  by  a  Committee  appointed  to  wait 
on  you  for  that  purpose.  We  should  be  happy  in  com- 
plying with  them,  but  our  very  unhappy  situation,  we  fear, 
is  such,  that  however  anxious  we  are  to  comply  with  your 
proposals,  we  shall  not  have  it  in  our  power,  unless  Cap- 
tain IVallace  will  please  to  consent  and  agree  that  whatever 
]irovisions,  &c.,  he  may  have  occa;.ion  for,  should  be  pro- 
cured and  furnished  him  by  Samuel  Dyre,  Esq.,  who  will 
wait  on  you,  to  receive  your  orders  for  the  same,  whenever 
you  [}lease.  Our  great  fear  is,  that  should  your  men  be 
sulFered  by  you  to  come  into  our  market,  we  should  not 
he  able  to  prevent  them  from  being  taken.  If  Captain 
IVallace  will  agree  to  be  furnished  by  Mr.  Di/rc,  we  hope 
the  truce  may  be  preserved  :  and  you  may  be  assured  every 
thing  shall  be  done  by  us,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  in- 
habitants remaining  in  Town,  that  it  shall  not  be  violated 
on  our  parts.  We  also  promise  that  every  thing  shall  he 
done  to  prevent  the  troops  from  coming  into  Town.  Cajv 
tain  IVallace  to  be  furnished  with  fresh  beef,  &;c.,  for  bis 
ships'  use,  lying  under  his  command  here;  the  ferry,  mar- 
ket, fish,  and  wood  boats,  to  pass  and  repass,  unmolested. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Town  Council  of 
Mirport:  ^y^^    Coddinuton,  Council  Clerk. 

To  James   fV(dlacc,  Esq.,  Commander  of  His  Majesty's 

Ship  Rose.  _ 

[No.  6.]  His  Majesty's  Ship  Rose,  Nove.nl.er  16,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  yours  of  the  IGth  instant. 
It  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  me  to  take  the  provisions  from 
any  person  you  choose  to  ajqioint,  The  greatest  care  shall 
be  taken  to  preserve  the  truce  on  our  side  ;  for  which  reason 
our  men  shall  not  he  pcrmiiled  to  enter  the  Town,  unless 
the  Rebels  enter,  and  oblige  us  for  the  King's  service. 

I  am,  &ic.,  James  Wall.^ce, 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  o(  ycwporl. 

[No.  7.] 

At  a  Town  Council,  Newport,  November  1(5,  1775  ; 
The  Council,  having  received  the  within  from  Captain 
IVallace,  consent  that  he  shall   he  supplied,  for  his  Ships' 
use,  in  this  harbour,  with  two  thousand  pounds  weight  of 


Beef,  per  week  ;  and  has  now  requested  six  hogsheads  of 
Rum,  which  we  think  it  necessary  he  should  be  supplied 
with,  as,  by  the  best  information  we  can  obtain,  he  has 
about  five  hundred  men  now  to  victual,  on  board  the  ves- 
sels under  his  command. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Town  Council  of 

^      '  Wm.  Coddington,  Council  Clerk. 

To  Eztk  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Biigadier-General  of  the  Forces 
in  this  Colony. 

[No.  8.]  Newport,  Novemlier  17,  1775. 

Siii:  We  received  yours  of  this  date,  wherein  you  permit 
the  ships  under  the  connnand  of  Capt.  IVallace  to  be  sup- 
plieil,  weekly,  with  sixteen  hundred  weight  of  beef,  and 
two  hogsheads  of  rum.  The  Committee  who  went  with 
the  letters  to  Captain  IVallace,  to  agree  with  him  respect- 
ing his  sup|)lies  of  provisions,  inform  us  that  they  stipu- 
lated for  two  thousand  poimd  weight  of  beef,  per  week. 
And  the  last  week  he  asked  for  two  thousand  pound  weight; 
but  when  he  came  to  receive  it,  took  no  more  than  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-fotu'  pounds,  he  being 
governed  by  the  number  of  men  then  belonging  to  his 
vessels  here,  under  his  command  ;  so  that  we  imagine  he 
will  lake  no  more  than  for  the  number  of  men  he  now  has 
here,  and  request  you  will  allow  him  to  take  as  much  as 
be  shall  re(|uire,  as  far  as  the  amount  of  two  thousand 
pounds  weight. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Town  Council  of 
Newport: 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Wm.  Coddington,  Council  Clerk. 
To  Ezek  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Brigadier-General  of  the  Forces 

now  at  Middlttown. 

[No.  9.]  Newport,  November  17,  1775. 

Sm:  Mr.  Christopher  Champlin,  conxnciov  for  victual- 
ling the  ships  here,  this  day  informed  the  Council  that  he 
has  now  in  his  possession  seventeen  barrels  of  salted  pork, 
and  five  casks  of  calivance,  which  he  bought  in  June  last, 
for  the  use  of  the  ships  here,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain IVallace.  And  he  informs  us  that  he  some  time  since 
informed  Captain  IVallace  that  he  had  such  provisions 
bought  for  his  service,  but,  as  alVairs  were,  he  could  not  de- 
liver them  to  him  ;  and  he  therefore  now  informs  the  Coun- 
cil thereof,  that  they  may  act  therein  as  they  may  judge 
fit.  Whereupon,  we  recommend  it  that  said  provisions 
may  be  delivered  to  Captain  IVallace,  lor  his  ships'  use,  as 
he  says  he  has  already  charged  them,  and  that  his  accounts 
are  closed.  We  therefore,  if  it  he  agreeable,  request  that 
you  will  give  orders  for  the  delivery  thereof. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Town  Council  of 
Newport  : 

Sir,  yom-  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Wm.  Coddington,  Council  Clerk. 
To  Ezek  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Brigadier-Geneial  of  the  Forces 

in  this  Colony. 

[No.  10.]  Iloail-Quartcrs,  Mulilletowii,  November  17,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  1  have  received  a  copy  of  your  letter  to 
Captain  IVallace,  and  his  to  you,  bearing  date  the  IGth 
inst.,  and  also  your  request  of  this  date,  that  the  said  IVal- 
lace may  have  delivered  him  seventeen  barrels  of  pork, 
and  live  barrels  of  calivance,  now  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Ckris- 
tophcr  Champlin. 

You  have  my  permission,  under  the  care  and  direction 
o(  Sftmucl  Dyre,  Esq.,  to  deliver  to  Captain  IVallace  the 
above  seventeen  barrels  of  pork,  and  five  barrels  of  cali- 
vance ;  and  also  to  deliver  two  hogsheads  of  rum,  and  six- 
teen hundred  weight  of  beef,  once  a  week,  and  that  on 
iS'aturdai/.  Moreover,  Samuel  Dyre,  Esq.,  has  my  jjermis- 
sion  to  supply  the  ships  with  sauce,  he  rendering  to  me  a 
weekly  account  of  the  (juantity  delivered. 

Ezek  Hopkins,  Brigadier-General. 
To  the  Worshipful  Town  Council  of  Newport. 

Newport,  ss. 

The  above  and  foregoing  ten  Letters,  No.  1  to  10,  are 
true  copies.      Witno-s  : 

W.M.  Coddington,  Council  Clerk. 
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TO  THE  AMERICAN   SOLDIERY. 

If'orthy  Fellow-Soldiers  : 

When  I  take  a  view  of  the  extensive  Country  we  inha- 
bit, and  consider  the  surprising  rapidity  with  which  it  lias 
emerged  from  a  state  of  savage  barbarity,  in  which  it  was 
a  century  and  a  iialf  past  involved  ;  when  1  traverse  the 
pleasant  fields,  and  take  a  survey  of  the  elegant  buildings 
and  beautiful  landscapes  rising  to  my  view,  where,  not  long 
since,  the  impenetrable  forests  and  inhospitable  wilds,  the 
haunts  of  prowling  wolves,  forbade  the  approach  of  the  af- 
frighted traveller  ;  when  I  view  these  once  dreary  wastes 
blossoming  as  the  rose,  and  teeming  with  an  ample  sup|)ly 
of  all  the  conveniences  of  life;  in  fine,  when  1  attend  to 
the  almost  incredible  rapidity  of  popidation  in  the  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  I  am  struck  with  astonishment  at  the  boun- 
tiful rewards  of  the  industry  of  our  worthy  forefathers,  and 
cannot  forbear  anticipating  the  future  grandeur  of  this  west- 
ern world.  The  number  of  inhabitants,  according  to  the 
most  accurate  estimates  that  have  been  made,  doubles  in 
every  period  of  twenty-five  years ;  the  Continental  Con- 
gress has  estimated  tlie  number  of  inhabitants  in  eleven 
Colonies  at  three  millions — equal  to  about  three-fifths  of 
those  in  the  whole  Island  oi  Great  Britain.  In  the  year 
1800,  according  to  the  foregoing  calculation,  it  will  amount 
to  six  millions.  Let  us  stretch  our  ideas  to  the  year  2000, 
and  our  computation  furnishes  us  with  the  number  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-six  millions — a  computa- 
tion which  almost  exceeds  human  conception  ;  but  it  is  not 
greater  than  what  may  rationally  be  expected,  if  they  con- 
tinue to  increase  in  the  proportion  they  have  hitherto  done. 
It  may,  perhaps,  be  objected,  that  in  indulging  the  sallies 
of  too  sanguine  an  imagination,  I  have  neglected  to  con- 
sider, that  as  the  rapid  increase  of  inhabitants  in  the  Ame- 
rican Colonies  has  proceeded  chiefly  from  that  spirit  of 
emigration  which,  in  consequence  of  the  cheapness  of  lands 
and  healthiness  of  the  climate,  has  actuated  the  EurojKons, 
of  almost  all  nations,  to  purchase  freeholds  for  their  Aimi- 
lies,  and  as  those  unappropriated  lands  are  daily  becoming 
less  extensive,  this  source  of  population  must  in  a  short  time 
fail  us.  I  know  it  is  an  axiom  in  politicks,  that  beyond  a 
determinate  degree  of  population,  in  any  Country,  the  pro- 
portion of  the  increase  of  number  diminishes;  but,  to  an- 
swer these  objeciions,  I  need  only  point  to  those  almost 
unbounded  deserts  which  extend  horn  our  most  western 
settlements  to  the  Pacifick  Ocean — regions  hitherto  unex- 
])lored  by  the  most  indefatigable  researches.  To  this  pleas- 
ing portrait,  if  we  add  the  proportionable  improvements  in 
agiiculture,  the  military  and  polite  arts  and  sciences,  toge- 
ther with  that  increase  of  wealth  and  im|)orlance  which  will 
result  from  an  unconfined  trade,  they  may  perhaps  render 
this  once  despicable  Country  the  most  powerful  and  august 
Empire  which  the  annals  of  history  can  boast.  Let  us  look 
around  us,  then,  my  fellow-soldiers;  let  us  contemplate 
this  pleasing  figure  ;  let  us  make  a  solemn  pause,  and  then 
ask  ourselves  whether  we  are  willing  to  relinquisli  not  only 
our  present  enjoyments,  but  all  our  hopes  of  securing  hap- 
piness and  freedom  for  our  children,  and  thereby  spurn 
those  privileges  which  the  God  of  nature  has  conferred 
upon  us  in  such  beneficent  profusion.  Let  us  ask  ourselves 
whether  we  will  see  our  wives  and  children,  with  every 
thing  that  is  dear  to  us,  subjected  to  the  merciless  rage  of 
uncontrolled  despotism.  Or,  are  any  of  us  at  a  loss  con- 
cerning our  duty,  in  this  day  of  general  distress,  let  us 
repair  to  the  graves  of  our  slee|)ing  forefathers  ;  let  us  con- 
sult their  veneralile  manes  upon  this  momentous  occasion. 
Would  they  not,  if  it  were  possible,  reanimate  their  entomb- 
ed dust,  or  burst  forth  from  their  gloomy  caverns,  and  point 
to  those  wounds  they  received  in  securing  the  Country 
which  gave  us  birth  from  the  inhuman  depredations  of  their 
faithless  enemies?  Would  they  not  recount  the  numerous 
|ierils  to  which  they  were  exjiosed  in  crossing  a  wide  ocean, 
the  hardships  and  almost  insurmountable  difficulties  ihey 
encountered  in  every  form  ?  Would  they  not,  with  a  degree 
of  noble  indignation,  upbraid  us  with  ingratitude  to  them, 
and  want  of  spirit  and  manly  resolution,  in  cruelly  hesitating 
one  moment  to  defend  and  secure  to  our  posterity  what 
cost  them  so  much  blood  and  treasure?  Let  us  clothe  our 
faces  with  an  ingenuous  blush  for  our  criminal  indifference; 
let  us  drop  a  grateful  tear  in  tribute  to  the  memory  of  men, 
the  very  relation  of  whose  disinterested  exertions  and  un- 
paralleled sufferings  should  be  sufficient  to  inspire  us  with 


an  heroick  ardour  in  the  glorious  enterjirise  of  transmitting 
to  our  children  those  sacred  rights  to  which  we  ourselves 
were  born  ;  let  us  Hy  to  the  only  means  left  for  our  defence, 
and  swear  to  those  venerable  shades,  that  their  sons  will 
never  disgrace  their  unsullied  names  with  the  execrable 
epithet  of  slave. 

But  if  these  considerations  are  not  sufficient  to  inspire 
us  with  fortitude  and  resolution,  there  are  still  higher  mo- 
tives, which  cannot  fail  to  unite  us  in  this  noble  struggle. 
We  are  engaged,  my  fellow-soldiers,  in  the  cause  of  vir- 
tue, of  liberty,  of  God.  For  God's  sake,  then,  let  us  play 
the  man  ;  for  God's  sake,  let  us  neglect  no  requisite  ])re- 
cautions  to  frustrate  the  cruel  attempts  of  our  remorseless 
foes  ;  for  Goil's  sake,  let  us  encourage  regularity  and  good 
order  in  the  Army,  by  paying  implicit  obedience  to  the 
commands  of  our  otficers ;  let  us  consider  the  importance 
of  discipline,  and  the  terror  which  the  most  exact  uniform- 
ity in  performing  the  military  manajuvres  generally  strikes 
upon  the  most  experienced  enemy.  What  rendered  the 
Spartan  Army  the  glory  of  the  Grecian  Empire,  and  caus- 
ed even  Xerxes  the  Great  to  tremble,  but  that  hardy  mode 
of  discipline  to  which  they  were  from  their  infancy,  by  the 
law  of  Lijcurgus,  habituated  ?  What  but  an  unreserved 
confidence  of  the  Roman  soldiers  in  the  abilities  of  their 
commanders  enabled  them  to  conquer  an  illustrious  Han- 
nibal? What  but  an  unremitted  attention  to  the  art  of 
war  procured  them  the  empire  of  the  world,  by  wresting  it 
from  the  hands  of  the  Grecian  warriors?  What  but  a 
neglect  of  this  rendered  ihem  an  easy  jirey  to  their  savage 
neighbours?  In  fine,  these  are  the  necessary  artifices  hy 
which  the  glory  of  the  British  arms  has  extended  to  the 
most  distant  shores.  Let  Americans  catch  that  beautiful 
regularity,  and  hardy  form  of  discipline,  which  Britons, 
through  debauchery  and  effeminacy,  are  losing.  Let  us 
not  consider  these  matters  as  of  little  importance  ;  they  are 
absolutely  necessary  in  a  Standing  Army,  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  a  Militia.  We  may  hope,  then,  that  the  lat- 
ter will,  by  the  wisdom  of  our  Senators,  he  immediately 
put  under  proper  regulations,  since  their  assistance  may  be 
rendered  indispensably  necessary  in  any  emergency  ;  let 
us  be  constant  in  attending  our  duty  and  in  guarding  our 
lines,  that  we  may  be  ready  at  all  times  to  repel  our  enemy. 
Though  they  may  not,  perhaps,  venture  without  the  reach 
of  their  cannon,  yet  they  will  doubtless  endeavour  to  plun- 
der our  pastures,  to  satisfy  their  hunger,  as  in  the  week 
past ;  and  we  cannot  be  too  vigilant  in  our  endeavours  to 
frustrate  them  ;  let  us  resolve  to  follow  our  officers  to  an 
honourable  death  or  a  glorious  victory.  At  worst,  it  is 
only  dying  a  few  days  sooner  than  we  otherwise  should  ; 
it  is  only  losing  a  few  days  of  a  devoted  life.  If  we  live  to 
conquer,  we  gain  our  freedom,  and  reap  the  fruits  of  it. 

Our  cruel  enemies  have  forced  us  to  pass  the  Rubicon  ; 
we  have  begun  the  noble  work,  and  there  is  no  retreating. 
The  King  of  Britain  has  proclaimed  us  Rebels.  The 
sword  is  drawn,  and  the  scabbard  must  be  thrown  away. 
There  is  no  medium  between  a  glorious  defence  and  the 
most  abject  slavery.  If  we  fail  in  our  endeavours  to  repel 
the  assaults  of  tyranny,  we  are  to  expect  no  mercy.  The 
brave  but  miserable  Corsicans  may  serve  for  an  example 
of  the  unrestrained  ravages  of  enraged  despotism.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  States  o{  Holland  supply  an  instance  of 
happiness  and  glory,  procured  by  a  noble  stand  against  ab- 
solute power.  We  would  not  wish  for  the  absolute  inde- 
pendence of  the  latter,  would  our  inexorable  oppressors  but 
listen  to  our  just  complaints;  but,  at  all  events,  we  are 
determined  not  to  submit  to  a  system  of  tyranny  lilile  infe- 
rior to  that  slavish  thralilom  in  which  the  subjects  of  the 
Turkish  Sultan  are  held. 

Our  enemies  have  ridiculed  our  courage  and  military 
skill ;  but,  by  dear-bought  experience,  they  have  been  con- 
vinced of  their  error.  They  are  obliged  to  submit  to  the 
mortification  of  being  confined  within  a  few  acres  of  land, 
miserably  fed  iqjon  a  beggarly  pittance  of  half-starved  ani- 
mal food.  We  are  dri\ing  them  from  our  fortresses  in  the 
West;  om-  privateers  are  daily  seizing  valuable  cargoes  of 
provisions  and  other  articles  upon  the  seas,  where  we  least 
expected  success.  In  fine,  we  are  supplying  ourselves 
with  every  thing  necessary  to  support  the  war.  Neu 
schemes  of  economy  are  inventing,  and  I  doubt  not  but  we 
shall  find  our  calamities  in  a  short  time  considerably  allevi- 
ated, if  not  by  foreign  trade,  yet  by  induslry  and  frugality 
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which  are  making  sucli  rapid  progress  throughout  the  Con- 
tinent. Approving  Heaven  has  hitherto  smiled  upon  almost 
every  enterprise. 

Thougii,  from  a  natural  afiection  to  our  Mother  Country, 
and  a  reluctance  to  the  effusion  of  human  hlood,  we  quietly 
suffered  the  enemy  to  lake  possession  of  and  fortily  the 
Town  of  Boston,  yet  they  can  hoast  no  advantages  which 
they  have  acquired  by  their  arms,  except  one  dear-bought 
spot,  which,  by  superiority  of  numbers,  they  with  dilliculiy 
obtained. 

A  few  more  noble  exertions,  my  brave  fellow-soldiers, 
a  few  more  spirited  struggles,  and  we  secure  our  liberties  ; 
a  few  more  successful  battles,  and  we  are  a  free  and  happy 
people.  We  will  then  retire  to  our  families,  and,  whilst 
we  are  regaling  ourselves  with  social  festivity,  entertain  our 
listening  children  with  the  fatigues  and  dangers  to  which 
they  owe  their  freedom,  and  show  the  scars  of  the  honour- 
able wounds  we  received  in  the  field  of  battle.  Happy  the 
man  who  can  boast  that  he  was  one  of  those  heroes  that 
put  the  finishing  stroke  to  this  arduous  work  ;  in  serenity 
may  he  pass  liis  future  days,  and,  when  satisfied  with  life, 
and  expiring  under  the  smiles  of  an  approving  conscience, 
bequeath  the  inestimable  patrimony  to  his  grateful  chil- 
dren. A  Soldier. 

(•imbriilire,  Novciiibcr  M,  ITTo. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  LYMINGTON. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Burgesses,  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
Borough  of  Lymington,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Sir 
Harry  Burrard,  Bait.,  one  of  their  Represenialives  in 
Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eiccllcnt  Majesty. 
M)st  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Mayor,  Burgesses,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  ancient  Borough 
uf  Lymington,  with  all  humility,  approach  your  royal  pre- 
sence at  this  truly  interesting  and  alarming  crisis,  and  beg 
leave  to  express,  in  the  warmest  terms,  our  most  affection- 
ate and  inviolable  attachment  to  your  Majesty's  person  and 
(iovernment. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  we  behold  that  some  dis- 
affected, turbulent,  and  designing  men,  taking  advantage  of 
your  Majesty's  lenity,  have  been  able,  by  degrees,  to  de- 
ceive and  delude  so  many  of  your  [Majesty's  subjects  in 
America;  and  to  force  others,  by  the  most  cruel  acts  of 
tyranny  and  o|ipre3sion,  into  an  avowed  and  detestable 
rebellion. 

We  cannot  sufficiently  admire  the  wisdom  and  lenity  of 
your  Majesty's  Councils,  in  preparing,  with  firmness  and 
resolution,  the  means  of  succouring  and  protecting  the  well 
affected  and  much  distressed  part  of  your  Majesty's  sub- 
jects; and  of  compelling  the  refractory  to  pay  a  due  atten- 
tion to  their  dependance  on  the  Parent  State,  and  a  proper 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  our  inestimable  Constitution.  Nor 
can  any  thing  render  your  Majesty's  clemency  more  con- 
spicuous, than  the  disposition  you  have  manifested  of  re- 
admitting to  your  gracious  ftvour  and  protection  such  of 
your  subjects  as  may  voluntarily  retract  their  errors,  and 
return  to  their  duty  and  allegiance. 

Sensible  of  your  Majesty's  paternal  care  and  vigilance  to 
promote  the  happiness  of  all  your  people,  and  to  secure  to 
them  inviolate  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  liberties,  and  all 
the  just  rights  and  ])rivileges  delivered  down  to  them  from 
their  forefathers,  we  most  solemnly  assure  your  Majesty, 
that  we  shall  be  ready  to  risk  every  thing  we  hold  most 
dear,  to  keep  the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  crown  unsul- 
lied, and  to  maintain  and  support  the  supreme  legislative 
authority  of  Great  Britain ;  whicli  we  know  to  he  the  only 
lirm  basis  of  the  true  ha|)piness  of  your  Majesty's  subjects 
in  every  part  of  your  extensive  Dominions. 

That  your  Majesty  may  reign  long  and  prosperous,  over 
an  happy  and  united  peo|ile,  is  the  fervent  prayer  ol  your 
Majesty's  most  faithful  sul)jects. 

ADDRF.SS  OF  THE  ANCIENT  AND   ROYAL  BURGH   OF  FORFAR. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Town  Coun- 
cil of  the  ancient  and  royal  Burt;h  of  Forfar,  transmitted 
to  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  one  of  His  Majesty's  princi[)al  Se- 
cretaries of  State,  and  presented  to  His  Majesty, 
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To  the  King's  Most  Eicellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Town 

Council  of  your  ancient  and  royal  Burgh  o/"  Forfar. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

With  hearts  full  of  gratitude  we  beg  leave  to  express 
our  sincere  acknowledgments  for  the  many  blessings  we 
have  experienced  under  your  Majesty's  mild  Government, 
ever  since  your  happy  accession  to  the  throne. 

Being  sensible  that  these  blessings  have  spread  over  all 
your  Majesty's  extensive  Dominions,  we  must  declare  our 
utmost  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  the  unnatural  and  un- 
provoked rebellion  raised  and  carried  on  by  our  deluded 
fellow-subjects  in  America,  which  we  doubt  not  hath  been 
greatly  encouraged  by  several  wicked  and  turbulent  persons 
at  home. 

We  sincerely  lament  the  present  situation  of  these  delu- 
ded people,  but,  at  the  same  lime,  as  the  most  elTectual 
means  for  restoring  peace  and  good  government,  we  must 
beg  leave  to  express  our  earnest  wishes,  that  the  measures 
adopted  by  your  Majesty  and  your  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment may  be  prosecuted  with  vigour,  until  all  rebellious  and 
seditious  practices  are  totally  extirpated.  And  we  can 
assure  your  Majesty,  that  not  only  we,  but  the  whole  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Burgh,  whom  we  represent,  are  ready  to 
risk  our  lives  and  fortunes  in  support  of  such  measures. 

Signed  in  name  and  by  appointment  of  the  Magistrates 
and  Town  Council  of  the  Burgh  o(  Forfar,  and  the  com- 
mon seal  appended,  this  fifteenth  day  of  Novonbcr,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  years. 

William  Keb,  Provost. 

ADDRESS   OF  THE  TOWN  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 

Address  of  the  Aldeinien,  Common  Councilmen,  Free- 
men, and  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Cambridge,  presented 
to  His  Majesty  by  the  Hon.  Charles  Sloane  Cadogan  and 
Soame  Jenyns,  Esq.,  their  Representatives  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eicellent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  subjects.  Aldermen,  Com- 
mon Councilmen,  Freemen,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  ancient 
and  loyal  Town  of  Cambridge,  beg  leave,  with  all  duly  and 
humility,  to  approach  the  throne  at  this  important  crisis, 
on  which  we  do  not  impertinently  presume  to  obtrude  on 
your  Majesty  our  opinions  or  advice,  though  for  it  we  have 
numerous  and  great  exam|)les  to  plead,  but  desire  only, 
together  with  many  other  of  your  Majesty's  loyal  subjects, 
to  express  at  this  time  our  sincere  attachment  to  your  Ma- 
jesty's person  and  Government,  our  consciousness  of  your 
Majesty's  many  royal  virtues,  our  utter  detestation  ol"  all 
rebellion,  treason,  and  faction,  and  our  steady  resolution  to 
support  your  Majesty,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  against 
all  your  enemies,  whether  open  or  concealed,  both  at  home 
and  abroad  ;  and  to  assure  your  Alajesty  that  we  place  such 
entire  confidence  in  your  Majesty's  known  wisdom  and 
goodness,  that  we  cannot  entertain  the  least  doubt  that 
such  measures,  either  of  vigour  or  lenity,  of  coercion  or  in- 
dulgence, will  be  pursued,  as  are  best  adapted  to  reduce 
your  deluded  subjects  in  America,  now  in  a  state  of  rebel- 
lion and  anarchy,  to  a  due  obedience  to  yoni'  Majesty,  and 
submission  to  the  Legislature  of  Great  Britain. 

C.iiubriili;'-,  Xovcmbcr  l.'i,  1773. 

DINWIDDIE  COUNTY   (vIRGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  held  for  the  County  of  Dinwiddle,  on 
Wednesday,  the  loth  day  of  Novtmbcr,  177.},  present 
twenty-eight  Members  : 

Resolved,  That  no  Provisions  of  any  kind,  or  Fuel,  be 
hereafter  allowed  to  he  carried  from  this  County,  by  land 
or  water,  without  a  permit  iVoin  the  honourable  Commit- 
tee of  Safetv,  or  the  Committee  of  this  Countv. 


JEDEDIAII    ELDERKIN    TO   GOVRRNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Wiiulb.un,  N'ovembor  15,  1775. 

Whereas  your  Honour  and  Council  of  Safety,  on  the 
2d  day  of  November,  instant,  appointed  me,  with  Major 
Dawes,  (now  residing  in  Norwich,)  with  such  Engineers 
as  your  Honour  should  procure  from  his  Excellency  Gen- 
eral Washington,  to  repair  to  and  view  the  circumstances 
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of  tlie  harbour  and  port  al  JS'ctv-LonJon,  Sliu]  nei^libouring 
places,  and  consider  of  the  most  ]iroper  places  and  manner 
of  fortifying  the  same  against  our  enemies,  &ic.,  according 
to  act  of  Assembly,  Ike,  after  which  it  so  happened  that 
no  Engineers  could  be  procured;  that  on  the  8th  of  said 
November,  your  Honour  directed  me  to  wait  on  said  Major 
Dawes,  and  with  him  to  attend  on  and  perform  said  ser- 
vice in  the  best  manner  we  could. 

That  on  the  9th  day  of  said  November,  I,  at  Noncich, 
waited  on  said  iMajui-  Dawes,  informed  him  of  his  being 
appointed  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  requested  him  with 
me  to  attend  said  service;  which  service  the  said  Major 
Dawes  declined,  for  reasons  which  he  judged  sufficient 
to  excuse  him  ;  on  which,  by  the  advice  of  some  of  your 
Honour's  Council  of  Safety,  I  went  forward  to  2^ cw- Lon- 
don and  Grolon,  to  execute  said  trust,  and  do  the  service 
in  the  best  manner  I  could,  by  the  assistance,  information, 
and  help  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  said  Towns.  On 
my  arrival,  sent  to  considerable  part,  and  ga\e  notice  to 
almost  all  the  gentlemen  living  on  the  banks  and  near  the 
harbour  in  ^'ew-Lonc!on,  among  whom  were  many  who, 
by  travelling  and  otherwise,  had  gained  considerable  know- 
ledge in  fortifications,  batteries,  and  securing  harbours,  &;c. 
I  then  informed  them  of  your  Honour's  orders,  and  that 
I  would  wish  them  to  view  the  several  places  mentioned 
by  the  Assembly's  Committee,  and  any  other  they  would 
propose  as  suitable  to  build  works  on  lor  the  security  of 
the  harbour;  on  which,  it  was  the  voice  of  all,  that  the 
places  mentioned  in  the  Committee's  report  were  far  the 
best  on  the  harbour,  and  were  so  formed  and  situated  that, 
with  much  the  least  expense  and  danger,  they  might  be 
improved  for  the  security  of  that  port. 

We  then  went  on  and  viewed  the  island  or  point  called 
Mammicock,  with  the  make,  rise,  and  fall  of  the  ground, 
to  and  from  the  point  or  place  where  the  battery  must 
stand  ;  found  the  distance  from  thence  to  the  old  fort,  to 
the  harbour's  mouth,  and  directly  across  the  river.  On 
viewing,  all  were  of  opinion  that  the  jilaces  were  good  for 
the  purpose.  The  top  of  the  east  |)art  is  near  twenty  feet 
above  the  water;  on  the  top,  principally  fiat  rocks;  near 
by  plenty  of  turf,  suitable  for  constructing  and  making  of  a 
rampart  or  bank — suppose  a  bank  eighty  feet,  fronting 
near  east,  the  same  length  south,  the  same  north,  not  on 
riglit  angles,  with  five  embrasures  in  each  rampart  or  bank, 
without  bastions  or  trenches  without  ihe  works,  and  five 
cannon,  eighteen  or  twenty-four  poundei's,  well  mounted, 
whicli  might  with  ease  be  removed  from  place  to  place,  as 
the  service  might  require.  Tliis  battery,  if  built,  would 
be  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  rods  from  the  old  fort,  a 
little  over  two  miles  from  the  haibour's  mouth,  and  the 
waters  of  the  river  on  the  harbour  near  east  opposite  one 
hundred  and  ninety-two  rods;  would  command  the  harbour 
in  every  place  northeast  and  south  within  reach  of  their  shot. 

We  then  view-ed  the  place  called  JVinthrop's  Point,  and 
find  the  south  bluff  part  of  that  point  is  twenty  feet  above 
the  water,  very  steep,  mostly  hard  gravel,  pointing  down 
the  harbour  to  the  harbour's  mouth  ;  a  fine  level  on  the 
top,  near  the  wafer,  to  build  a  battery  or  breastwork,  for 
the  improving  of  cannon,  to  secure  the  port  oC  New-Lon- 
don; the  land  leading  to  the  point  so  rises  and  has  sundry 
iiills  and  vales,  that  any  number  of  men  may  pass  and  re- 
pass entirely  safe  from  ships  in  any  jiart  of  tlie  harbour; 
materials,  viz:  turf  and  gravel,  plenty  and  handy.  Sup- 
jjose  ten  guns,  eighteen  or  twenty-four  pounders,  would  be 
well  to  be  planted  at  this  place. 

Then  viewed  sundry  places  at  Groion,  and  wei'e  attend- 
ed by  and  had  the  advice  of  many  of  the  gentlemen  of 
that  Town,  who  all  manifested  their  desire  that  the  port  of 
New-London  might  be  fortified;  which  they,  as  well  as 
the  people  at  Neiv-London,  supposed  might  be  done  with 
as  little  expense  as  any  harbour  or  port  equally  valuable  on 
the  Continent.  On  examination,  viewing,  k.c..,  find  iheie 
is  in  Groton,  nearly  opposite  the  old  fort,  ai  2^'ew-London, 
a  hill  or  eminence,  the  summit  or  top  of  which  is  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  above  the  surlace  of  the  water, 
and  within  fifty  rods  of  the  water's  edge,  at  which  place 
the  ship  channel  is  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty 
rods  in  width.  On  the  summit  of  this  hill,  the  harbour, 
from  the  entrance  to  the  north  part  thereof,  and  some  way 
up  tills  river,  is  open  and  in  view.  On  this  hill,  it  seems, 
nature   had   prepared  a  place  to  plant  cannon  for  the  pro- 


tection of  that  port  or  harbour;  the  top,  running  near  the 
same  part  of  the  harbour  north  and  soulli  for  some  distance, 
is  considerable  level,  suflkient  to  improve  such  number  of 
cannon  as  would  be  necessary,  and  east  and  west  sufficient 
for  breastwork,  platform,  &c.,  for  the  cannon  ;  then  the 
declivity  of  the  hill  is  such  east,  that  any  number  of  men, 
by  slipping  a  few  sajis  back  of  the  works,  would  be  out  of 
danger.  The  form  of  the  land  is  such,  that  all  passing  to 
and  from  a  battery  there  could  be  secure  from  the  enemy. 
It  is  thought  no  large  man-of-war  can  so  elevate  her  can- 
non in  her  lower  tier  as  to  annoy  a  battery  at  this  place  : 
if  she  could  reach  thence,  they  would  be  random  shot.  1 
suppose  no  works  would  be  necessary  here  for  the  im- 
provement of  cannon,  only  a  breastwork,  or  bank  of  turf 
and  gravel,  not  more  than  ten  feet  thick,  of  suitable  height 
for  the  cannon  to  play  over,  without  embrasures,  bastio°is, 
or  trenches;  turf  and  gravel  plenty;  ten  twenty-four  pound- 
ers would  answer,  but  some  larger  would  be  better.  I 
need  not  observe  the  great  advantage  the  defenders  would 
have  at  this  place  over  their  enemy;  the  elevation  is  such, 
that  they  may  jilunge  into  their  ships,  if  within  reach  of 
their  guns. 

Also  viewed  the  new  works  at  the  old  battery,  executed 
by  Colonel  Saltonstall,  whicli  are  well  done,  and  nearly 
finished  ;  the  cannon  well  mounted  ;  the  situation  good,  if 
other  baiteiies,  at  some  or  all  the  other  places,  are  built, 
and  cannon  planted,  so  that  the  enemy's  fire  be  drawn  to 
different  places,  and  not  centre  there.  But  if  the  batteries 
were  built  at  all  the  proposed  places,  and  with  a  suitable 
number  and  proper  weight  of  cannon,  the  situation  and 
different  angles  thai  those  jilaces  bear  one  to  the  other 
would  expose  any  ship  that  should  come  within  reach  of 
their  shot,  within  the  harbour,  to  be  distressed,  annoyed, 
and  raked  fore  and  aft. 

As  to  the  ex|)ense  of  the  woiks  at  those  places,  I  en- 
deavoured, by  the  help  of  some  best  acquainted,  to  make 
some  estimate;  but  found,  on  trial,  that  it  was  not  possible 
to  be  done  with  any  degree  of  certainly.  The  people  of 
G roton,  at  their  own  ex])ense,  have,  at  sundry  places  near 
the  water's  edge,  made  breastworks  and  intrenchments  to 
protect  them  in  the  use  of  their  fire-arms,  on  the  landing 
of  troops  on  or  near  their  wharves  and  other  places,  which 
they  are  determined  to  oppose  to  the  last.  These  works 
are  very  well  done,  and  at  very  considerable  expense,  in 
which  the  peo|3le  appear  free  and  spirited. 

As  to  floating  batteiies  to  defend  the  port  and  harbour= 
against  the  enemy's  ships,  when  they  come  with  defiance 
and  a  determination  to  possess  themselves  of  that  part  of 
our  Country,  they  cannot  be  sufficient  without  fixed  bat- 
teries at  some  or  all  the  places  proposed,  to  secure  and 
defend  the  [lort  from  invasion  and  falling  into  the  possession 
of  the  enemy.  I  own  I  never  till  lately  gave  much  atten- 
tion to  the  business  or  art  of  fortifying  harbours  or  building 
forts,  batteries.  Sec,  but  the  alarming  situation  and  distress 
which  our  Country  is  in,  and  ministerial  designs  and  ven- 
geance aimed  at  our  sea-coasts,  has  called  my  attention  to 
look  into  matters  of  that  kind,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  judge, 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  secure  the  port  and  liai- 
hoM' o(  New-London  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  our 
enemies,  which  will  be  an  asylum  for  ships,  vessels  o!' 
force,  floating  batteries,  Sec,  that  may  be  by  the  Continent 
or  any  particular  Government  built  for  the  protection  <.; 
our  sea-coasts  or  Country,  whicli  shall  come  that  uay: 
but,  on  the  contrary,  if  left  destitute  of  protection,  and  fall 
into  tlie  hands  of  our  enemies,  it  would  let  them  into  the 
bowels  of  our  Country,  and  give  them  great  ad\antage 
against  us.  That  the  best  and  only  sure  and  eligible  man- 
ner of  fortifying  and  securing  said  port  and  harbour  is  in 
erecting  batteries  at  tlie  several  places  and  in  some  man- 
ner as  before  mentioned. 

All  wliicli  is  submitted  to  your  Honour's  wisdom  ;  and 
am  }our  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jedediah  Elderkin. 
To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Tnnnlndl,  E^c].,  Governour  of  the 

Colony  of  Connecticut. 

GENERAL   WASHlNf.TO.N   TO   GOVERNOUR   TRLMBILL. 

Cambri.lijc-,  November  15,  1773. 

Sir;  I  received  your  favour  of  the  6lh  instant,  in  wliici: 
vou  give  a  detail  of  Dr.  Cheney's  case,   as   it   appearec- 
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before  you  and  Council,  in  which  notliing  but  the  fair  side 
of  his  character  a|)i)eais.  You  may  be  assured,  Sir,  that 
bi=;  trial  will  be  impartial ;  that  no  msidious  designs  ol  liis 
enemies  will  have  weight,  and  that  it  will  give  me  much 
pleasure  to  find  he  can  acquit  himself  of  the  crimes  he  is 
charged  with.  The  evidences  are  hourly  expected;  on 
theii°arrival,  the  trial  will  be  no  longer  delayed.  General 
Sidtivan  set  out  the  12th  instant  for  Portsmoiilli,  JSIew- 
Hampshirc.  1  enclose  you  a  copy  of  instructions  given 
unto  him. 

As  it  is  now  very  apparent  that  we  have  nothing  to  de- 
pend on  in  the  present  contest  but  our  own  strength,  care, 
firmness,  and  union,  should  not  the  same  measures  be 
adopted  in  yours  and  every  other  Government  on  the  Con- 
tinent? Would  it  not  be  prudence  to  seize  on  those  Tories 
who  have  been,  are,  and  that  we  know  will  be  active 
against  us?  Why  should  persons  who  are  preying  upon 
the  vitals  of  their  Country  be  suffered  to  stalk  at  large, 
while  we  know  they  will  do  us  every  mischief  in  their 
l)ower?  These,  Sir,  are  points  1  beg  to  submit  to  your 
serious  consideration. 

1  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  our  arms,  by  the 
surrender  of  St.  John's,  which  I  hope  will  bo  soon  follow- 
ed by  the  reduction  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  humble  ser- 
vant, Gkorge  Washington. 
To  Governour  Trumbull,  Conncctknl. 

P.  S.  By  an  express  arrived  from  I'liilaJcljihia,  1  re- 
ceived the  following  resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress  : 

"  Resolccd,  That  Dr.  Church  be  close  confined  in  some 
secure  Jail  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  without  the  use 
of  pen,  ink,  and  paper;  and  that  no  person  be  allowed  to 
converse  with  him,  except  in  the  presence  of  a  Magistrate, 
or  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  where  he  shall  be  confined, 
and  in  the  Eni^lish  language,  until  further  orders  from  this 
or  a  future  Coni;iess. 

"  By  order  of  the  Congress  : 

"John  Hancock,  President. 
"Attest:  Charles  Thomson,  Scc'y. 

"  riiilackliilua,  NovumWr  C,  1775." 

Sir,  in  consequence  of  the  above  resolve,  I  now  transmit 
to  your  care  Dr.  Church,  under  the  care  of  Cajitain  Israel 
Putnam,  a  Sergeant,  and  seven  men.  You  will  please  to 
comply,  in  every  particular,  to  the  above  resolution  of  Con- 
gress. 

I  am,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  yours,  Sic, 

Gkorge  Washington. 

general  washington  to  covernour  cooke. 

Cambridge,  November  15,  1775. 

Sir:  General  Sulliran  set  out  the  12th  inst.,  for  Ports- 
mouth, New-Hampshire.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  ol  instruc- 
tions given  unto  him.  As  it  is  now  very  apparent  that  we 
have  nothing  to  depend  on,  in  the  present  contest,  but  our 
own  strength,  care,  firmness,  and  union,  should  not  the 
same  measures  be  adopted  in  yours  and  every  Government 
on  the  Continent  ?  Would  it  not  be  prudent  to  seize  on 
those  Tories  who  have  been,  are,  and  that  we  know  will 
be  active  against  us?  Why  should  persons  who  are  prey- 
ing upon  the  vitals  of  their  Country  be  sullered  to  stalk  at 
lar^e,  whilst  we  know  they  will  do  us  every  mischief  in  their 
power?  These,  Sir,  are  points  1  beg  to  submit  to  your 
most  serious  consideration. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  our  arms,  by  the 
surrender  of  >SV.  .fohn's,  which  hojie  will  be  soon  followed 
by  the  reduction  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
George  Washington. 
To  Governour  Coolc,  Uhndc-lsland. 

address  or  THE  nru(.ii  or  Lanark. 
Address  of  the  Lord  Provost,  i\Iagistrates,  Town  Coun- 
cil, and  Deacons  of  Crafts,  of  the  Burgh  of  Lanark,  pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty  by  Sir  James  Cockhurn,  Baronet, 
their  l\e]nesentative  in  Parliament. 

Unto  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates, 
Town  Council,  and  Deacons  of  Crafts,  of  the  Burgh 
0/ Lanark,  m  Common  Council  assembled. 


Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

With  ali'ectionate  hearts,  full  of  loyalty  to  your  Majesty's 
person  and  Government,  and  impressed  in  the  most  sensible 
manner  with  the  blessings  that  flow  from  your  mild  and 
auspicious  reign,  permit  us,  at  this  important  crisis,  to  ex- 
press our  abhorrence  of  that  rebellious  spirit  which  has 
prompted  your  deluded  subjects  in  America  to  take  arms 
in  opposition  to  your  Majesty's  Government,  and  to  the 
legal  authority  of  Parliament. 

We  have,  with  the  greatest  concern,  beheld  the  many 
unjust  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  disturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  your  Majesty's  reign.  We  sincerely  wish  that 
our  unhappy  and  deluded  fellow-subjects  in  America  may 
see  their  error,  and  return  to  their  duty  ;  but  if  they  shall 
continue  in  their  unnatural  and  unprovoked  rebellion,  with 
our  lives  and  fortunes  we  will  assert  the  supremacy  of  your 
Majesty  and  Parliament  over  every  part  of  the  British 
Empire,  and  hope  the  sons  of  sedition  may  be  taught  that 
the  same  arm  which  was  lately  stretched  out  for  their  de- 
fence and  security,  and  which  drove  all  their  enemies  far 
from  their  confines,  can,  with  equal  ease,  chastise  ungrate- 
ful and  rebellious  subjects.  Happy  that  the  rod  is  in  the 
most  mild  and  merciful  hand — in  the  hand  of  the  father  and 
the  friend  of  his  people. 

We  pray  that  God  Almighty,  for  these  purposes,  may 
bless  your  Majesty's  Councils  with  wisdom,  grant  success 
to  your  arms,  restore  peace  and  tranquillity  to  all  your 
subjects,  and  spare  your  Majesty  long  to  reign  with  honour 
and  glory,  over  a  happy,  a  free,  and  united  people. 

Signed  in  our  name  and  by  our  appointment,  at  Lanark, 
the  sixteenth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-five  years,  by         j^^^^,^^  j^  p,.^^,^^,_ 


THE  MONITOR,  NO.   II. 

New-York,  Novcinbrr  IC,  1775. 

It  is  the  common  practice  of  courtiers  to  confound  every 
distinction  between  open  rebellion  and  a  necessary  resist- 
ance to  usurpation  and  tyranny.  However  enormous  the 
strides  they  take  for  extending  their  power,  they  still  ex- 
pect an  implicit  submission  from  the  peo]ile,  denominating 
every  appearance  of  discontent  or  opposition  a  culpable 
mark  of  a  mutinous  and  treasonable  disposition;  and,  bv 
this  mean,  they  are  often  guilty  of  a  shameful  prostitution 
of  ideas  and  language.  A  Charles  and  a  James,  as  well 
as  monarchs  of  more  specious  pretensions,  were  exceedingly 
liberal  in  bestowing  the  odious  epithets  of  treason  and  re- 
bellion upon  the  efibrts  of  their  subjects,  to  avoid  the  mis- 
chiefs of  unbounded  ambition  and  bigoted  tyranny;  furious 
proclamations,  imperious  speeches  and  menaces,  the  whole 
artillery  of  royal  indignation  was  exerted,  but  exerted  in 
vain,  to  intimidate  the  free  spirit  of  an  injured  naiion.  To 
their  cost  they  found  that  the  dangerous  teinjiest  they  had 
excited  was  not  to  be  allayed,  till  il  had  overwhelmed  them 
in  merited  destruction.  Happily  for  mankind,  the  dictates 
of  common  sense,  and  the  unalterable  relations  of  riglit 
and  wroni;,  justice  and  injustice,  are  not  to  be  overruled 
by  the  arbitrary  constructions  of  Princes  or  Ministers;  but 
the  laws  of  nature  and  reason  will  still  retain  their  force,  in 
spite  of  their  perverted  conceptions  or  contaminated  ])rin- 
ciples.  The  breath  of  an  incensed  despot  can  never  mrke 
it  sedition  or  treason  to  withstand  his  pernicious  encroach- 
ments and  merciless  oppressions. 

Our  enemies  falsely  charged  us  with  endeavouring  to 
subvert  the  Constitution  ;  but,  upon  the  fairest  examination, 
it  must  be  evident  that  we  are  its  truest  supporters,  while 
they  are  its  most  fiagilious  destroyers.  The  right  of  the 
subject  to  enjoy  a  personal  or  representative  participation 
ill  the  laws  on  which  depends  the  disposal  of  his  life,  his 
liberty,  and  his  projierty,  has  been  long  an  acknowledged 
fundamenlal  of  the  English  Government,  and  was  forti- 
fied beyond  all  dispute  by  the  |)rinciples  of  the  Revolution. 
This  privilege  is  the  sole  object  of  our  contention,  which 
we  claim,  not  only  from  the  genuine  nature  of  the  Consti- 
tution, but  from  express  stipulations  by  royal  giants  and 
clnriers,  and  from  the  possession,  almost  uninterrupted,  of 
near  two  centuries.  But  the  innovating  spirit  of  Admin- 
i-^tialion  is  m  iking  the  most  forcible  and  reiterated  attempts 
to  wrest  it  from  us.  The  British  Parliament  is  violentl)- 
uiurping  the  powers  of  our  Colony  Governments,  and  ren- 
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dering  our  legal  assemblies  utterly  useless  ;  to  prevent  tiiis, 
the  necessity  of  our  situation  has  obliged  us  to  depart  from 
the  common  forms,  and  to  adopt  measures  which  would  be 
otherwise  unjustifiable  ;  but,  in  this  de|5arture,  we  have  been 
influenced  by  an  ardent  desire  to  repel  innovations  destruc- 
tive to  all  good  government  among  us,  and  fatal  to  the 
foundations  of  law,  liberty,  and  justice  ;  we  have  declared, 
in  the  most  explicit  terms,  that  we  wish  for  nothing  more 
than  a  restoration  to  our  ancient  condition;  and,  in  differ- 
ent modes,  have  employed  all  the  eloquence  of  earnest 
remonstrances,  and  fervent  supplications,  to  detach  our  op- 
pressors from  their  malignant  designs.  Inhuman  and  im- 
politick,  they  have  still  continued  im|)iegnable  to  our  argu- 
ments and  entreaties;  and,  mad  with  the  intoxication  of 
power,  obstinately  prosecute  their  intrigues  and  violences 
against  us,  to  the  manifest  detriment  of  the  Empire,  and, 
perhaps,  in  the  end,  to  their  own  confusion,  infamy,  and 
downfall.  They  have  first  taken  up  arms  to  overthrow  our 
charters,  the  Governments  erected  upon  them,  and  the  im- 
munities regularly  transmitted  to  us  by  our  provident  fore- 
fathers ;  we  have  taken  up  arms  in  order  to  defend  these 
from  their  inroads  and  invasions,  desirous  of  laying  them 
down  whenever  tliey  will  permit  us,  by  desisting  from 
schemes  so  irreconcileable  to  our  safety  and  welfare. 

If  the  Constitution  is  to  be  the  touchstone  of  treason  and 
rebellion,  and  the  violators  of  it  are  the  traitors  and  rebels, 
then  will  those  appellations  belong  more  properly  to  the 
Ministry  and  their  instruments,  who  are  labouring  to  over- 
turn it,  than  to  us,  who  are  making  every  possible  exer- 
tion in  support  of  its  purest  principles.*  It  is  the  primary 
duty  of  a  subject  to  preserve  the  Constitution  ;  all  other 
civil  duties  are  secondary  and  subordinate  to  this.  Even 
the  allegiance  due  to  the  Sovereign  is  derived  from  that 
fountain,  and  must  be  regulated  and  limited  by  it.  The 
King  has  no  authority  beyond  the  boundaries  jirescribed 
therein  ;  nor  has  he  the  least  right  to  expect,  much  less  to 
enforce  obedience  to  any  anli-constitulional  mandate  or 
measure  :  and  where  he  has  no  right  to  exact  obedience 
he  may  be  justly  resisted.  Those  who  should  engage  him 
in  any  such  proceeding  would  be  his  greatest  enemies; 
because  every  deliberate  infringement  of  the  Constitution 
must  tend  more  or  less,  in  proportion  to  its  magnitude,  to  a 
dissolution  of  society,  and  to  a  forfeiture  of  his  crown  and 
regal  dignity.  Who  can  therefore  sufficiently  tletest  the 
unpardonable  conduct  of  those  men  who  abuse  the  confi- 
dence of  His  Majesty,  by  either  seducing  or  encouraging 
him  to  enter|)rises  which  are  not  only  likely  to  involve  the 
Nation  in  unspeakable  calamities,  but  are  so  dangerous  in 
their  consequences,  to  his  prerogative  and  honour,  and  so 
contrary  to  the  terms  on  which  his  family  were  called  to 
sway  the  imperial  sceptre? 

It  ought  to  be  our  best  consolation  and  firmest  support, 
that  the  resistance  we  are  inaking  cannot  be  deemed  re- 
bellion, without  implying  the  same  stigma  on  the  Revo- 
lution ;  an  event  that  forms  the  most  illustrious  epoch  on 
the  whole  circle  of  English  affairs.  If  we  are  rebels,  all 
those  who  were  concerned  in  inviting  the  Prince  of  Orar.ge 
over  to  England,  who  were  instrumental  in  the  expulsion 
of  the  tyrant  James,  and  who  afterwards  concurred  in 
jjlacing  the  crown  on  the  head  of  fVilliam,  were  rebels  of 
the  blackest  dye;  H'illiam  himself  was  a  detestable  usur- 
per, and  all  his  successors  have  been  very  little  better. 
These  consequences,  in  spite  of  cobweb  casuistry,  and  all 
the  subtilizing  arts  of  political  chemists,  are  absolutely  un- 
avoidable. 

In  pleading  the  example  of  the  Revolution  to  justify  the 
principles  upon  which  our  present  opjiosition  is  founded, 
and  to  remove  the  imputation  of  treason  and  rebellion,  we 
should  reserve  a  material  distinction  in  our  favour.  In  that 
instance,  (owing  indeed  to  the  necessity  of  the  case,)  the 
opposition  was  levelled  against  the  entire  authority  of  King 
James ;  a  breach  was  made  in  the  established  order  of  suc- 
cession, and  the  hereditary  monarch  himself  was  expelled, 

*  "The  first  and  highest  treasoo  is  Uiat  whicli  is  committed  against 
the  Constitution."  Again:  "Thoy  neither  are,  nor  can  be  traitors, 
who  endeavour  to  preserve  and  maintain  the  Constitution  ;  but  tliey  are 
tlic  traitors  who  design  and  pursue  the  subversion  of  it ;  they  are  the 
rebels  who  go  about  to  overtlirow  the  Government  of  their  Country ; 
whereas  such  as  seek  to  support  and  defend  it  arc  the  truly  loyal  per- 
sons, and  do  act  conformalile  to  the  ties  and  obligations  of  fealty." — 
SoMERs's  Judgment  of  ichole  Kingdoms,  tj-r-.  Similar  to  these  are  the 
sentiments  of  Mr.  Locke,  Bishop  Hondley,  and  most  of  the  bjst  v.-iiters 
on  Uovernmcnt. 


and  constrained  to  pass  through  various  scenes  of  personal 
danger  and  distress.  In  our  contest  we  do  not  even  ques- 
tion the  royal  prerogative;  we  meditate  nothing  hostile  to 
the  person  or  authority  of  His  Majesty  ;  we  aim  not  at 
revolutions  or  changes,  but  rather  at  the  prevention  of 
them.  In  short,  we  confine  ourselves  simply  to  the  re- 
taining what  we  have  always  had,  without  intending  to  dis- 
possess others  of  any  part  of  the  power  they  ever  were 
entitled  to;  we  only  blame  His  Majesty,  or  rather  his  Min- 
isters, contrary  to  the  uniform  practice  of  their  predecessors, 
for  combining  with  the  other  branches  of  the  Legislature 
o{  Britain  to  exercise  powers,  new  and  miprecedented,  as 
well  as  derogatoi-y  to  the  authority  of  our  Assemblies,  and 
flital  to  our  rights  as  a  free  peo|)le.  And  this  we  are  de- 
termined to  resist  so  long  as  we  have  any  resources  or 
means  of  resistance  left.  It  is,  however,  hard  to  tell  what 
expedients  we  may  hereafter  be  driven  to,  for  our  own  pre- 
servation and  security,  if  a  reconciliation  should  unfortu- 
nately be  too  long  pi-otracted,  and  the  war  should  proceed 
with  that  rage  and  animosity  which  are  the  usual  concomi- 
tants of  civil  broils. 

It  will  no  doubt  have  ajipcai-ed,  iVom  the  beginning,  that 
the  intention  of  this  paper  is  to  refute  the  fallacies  advanced 
in  a  Proclamation  lately  issued  under  His  Majesty's  name, 
for  suppressing  relicllion  and  sedition,  the  preamble  of  which 
sets  forth,  "  that  many  of  his  sulijects,  in  divers  parts  of  his 
Colonies  and  Plantations  in  North- America,  forgetting 
the  allegiance  which  they  owe  to  the  power  which  has 
protected  and  sustained  theni,  after  various  disorderly  acts, 
liave  at  length  jiroceeded  to  an  open  and  avowed  rebellion, 
by  ai raying  themselves  in  a  hostile  manner,  to  withstand 
the  execution  of  the  law,  and  traitorously  pieparing,  order- 
ing, and  levying  war  against  him." 

When  did  we  forget  or  refuse  to  perform  the  dulies  or 
allegiance  which  we  owe  to  the  power  that  has  pi'otcctcd 
and  sustained  us?  To  the  King,  as  the  supreme  execu- 
tive magistrate,  the  dispenser  of  justice,  and  the  i-epresent- 
ative  of  the  Nation,  in  all  foreign  transactions,  we  have  ever 
shown  the  most  uiu'eserved  obedience.  So  long  as  he  con- 
tinued to  rule  us  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  agreeable  to  the 
rights  of  our  Provincial  Legislatures,  and  to  the  most  sim- 
ple ideas  of  liberty  and  equity,  we  gave  the  strongest  proofs 
of  the  most  devoted  attachment ;  so  long  as  the  Parlia- 
ment was  contented  with  that  share  of  authority  over  us 
which  seems  properly  to  arise  from  the  nature  of  our  con- 
nection, and  requisite  towards  promoting  the  interests  ot' 
the  whole,  we  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  its  ilecisions.  In  the 
emergencies  of  the  Empire,  our  contributions  were  propor- 
tionate to  our  abilities;  we  were  commended  for  our  libe- 
ralit)',  and  even  repaid  a  part  of  our  disbursements.  "  If 
this  Nation  (says  Montesquieu,  speaking  of  the  English) 
sends  colonies  abroad,  it  must  rather  be  to  extend  its  com- 
merce than  its  dominion."  Accordingly  we  have  allowed 
it,  and  are  still  willing  to  allow  it,  tlie  monopoly  of  our 
trade,  as  a  recompense  for  the  benefit  of  its  protection. 

If  our  present  conduct  has  not  the  aspect  of  the  same 
loyalty  and  affection  by  which  our  former  was  distin- 
guished, and  if  we  have  lately  withheld  the  emoluments 
of  om-  commerce  from  Britain,  the  reasons  of  this  change 
are  solid  and  indispensable.  It  did  not  take  place  before 
a  change,  the  most  important  imaginable,  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  treatment  we  had  ever  been  accustomed  to 
receive  from  the  Parent  State.  Protection  includes  tlie 
internal  seciu'ity  of  our  privileges,  as  well  as  preservation 
from  external  or  foreign  attacks.  But  instead  of  protect- 
ing us  in  the  peaceable  fruition  of  our  ancient  rights,  a 
criminal  resolution  was  embraced  to  bereave  us  of  them, 
and  reduce  us  to  the  wretched  condition  of  slaves.  Where 
protection  ceases,  there  obedience  ceases  also  :  and  wheie 
injury  begins,  resistance  commences  with  it.  \\c  are  not 
unmindful  of  the  |)ower  that  has  protected  and  sustained 
us;  but  we  are  opposing  the  unlicensed  irruptions  of  a 
power  that  would  enclave  and  ruin  us.  Our  gratitude  to 
the  former  we  have  displayed  on  many  occasions,  and  long 
for  nothing  more  than  a  (air  opportunity  of  giving  fresh 
testimonies,  and  of  burying  recent  deviations  in  perpetual 
oblivion;  our  invincible  enmity  to  the  latter,  I  hope,  we 
shall  never  be  afraid  to  demonstiate  by  every  symptom  in 
our  power. 

It  is  false  that  we  have  at  length  proceeded  to  open  and 
avowed  rebellion,  have  withstood  the  execution  of  the  law 
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or  have  levied  war  against  the  King.  Rebellion  is  a  re- 
sistance by  force  of  arms  to  just  and  legal  authority;  we 
only  resist  the  unjust  and  illegal  usurpations  of  Parliament. 
The  edicts  of  an  assumed,  arbitrary,  and  unconstitutional 
power  are  not  law  ;  a  rightful,  well  founded  authority  is  pre- 
supposed in  the  promulgation  of  law  ;  we  cannot,  therefore, 
be  said  to  withstand  the  execution  of  law,  by  refusing  sub- 
mission to  the  late  unwarrantable  acts  of  the  Briiish  Le- 
gislature, which  can  never  equitably  pretend  to  the  validity 
and  efficacy  of  law.  Neither  have  we  traitorously  waged 
war  against  the  King,  or  entered  into  any  conspiracies  ini- 
mical to  his  |)erson,  crown,  and  dignity,  as  is  injuiiously 
asserted.  We  have,  indeed,  been  compelled  to  arm  in  de- 
fence of  our  lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  from  the  pro- 
jected desolations  of  his  servants;*  but  we  have  expostu- 
lated with  him  in  the  most  dutiful  manner  to  discounte- 
nance and  repress  their  attempts,  confining  our  pretensions 
within  the  strictest  bounds  of  duty,  and  declaring  ourselves 
ready  to  lay  aside  every  military  preparation,  so  soon  as  it 
might  be  done  consistent  with  our  safety  and  repose.  He 
or  his  evil  counsellors  alone  are  to  blame  for  every  moment's 
continuance  in  our  present  warlike  posture. 

How,  then,  ought  we  to  be  aflected  with  the  hateful  de- 
nominations of  traitor  and  rebel,  and  the  vengeful  threats 
of  condign  punishment,  which  have  been  vented  against 
us?  Surely  they  should  not  damp  or  assuage  our  ardour, 
but  rather  kindle  and  invigorate  it.  We  should  feel  no 
other  sentiments  than  those  of  indignation  and  resentment. 
First  to  attempt  the  deprivation  of  our  dearest  rights,  and, 
because  we  show  ourselves  sensible  of  their  importance,  to 
reproach  us  with  treason  and  rebellion,  is  a  degree  of  inso- 
lence that  almost  surpasses  the  bounds  of  jiatience.  He 
whose  bosom  does  not  recoil  at  the  contemplation  of  the 
grossest  injuries,  aggravated  by  the  grossest  insults,  must 
have  an  apathy  of  temper  or  a  meanness  of  soul  equally 
unaccountable  and  undesirable.  Clothed  in  the  armour 
of  conscious  rectitude,  inspired  by  the  noblest  cause  a  peo- 
ple can  be  engaged  in,  and  relying  upon  the  providential 
care  of  that  Being  who  is  the  pristine  source  of  those  rights 
we  wish  to  defend,  let  us  never  be  dismayed  by  any  me- 
naces the  rancoin-  and  malice  of  our  adveisnries  can  sug- 
gest, belt  still  press  on  to  the  goal  of  vielorious  success, 
with  constancy,  zeal,  and  intrepiflity. 


GENKRAL    GATKS   TO  .lAlMF.S   OTIS. 

IIuad-Qu  irtfi-R,  N.>vc-njl)er  10,  1775. 
Sir:  This  will  he  presented  to  you  by  the  officer  who 
commands  the  guards,  }ou,  in  the  name  of  the  honourable 
Council,  requested  might  be  sent  to  IVoteiioicn.  This 
officer  has  the  General's  orders  to  obey  such  orders  as  you, 
Sii-,  or  the  President  for  the  time  being,  may  think  proper 
to  give. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedieni  luiinble  ser\ant, 

Horatio  Gates. 
To  the  Honourable  .lamis  Oils,  E^n. 


JAMES    OTIS   TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Cuiincil  ClKimli,  r,  Novcuilxi-  10,  177:.. 
Sir:  The  Council  received  your  favour  of  this  day,  by 
the  officer  of  the  guard,  and  thank  your  Excellency  for 
your  care;  and  as  the  prisoners  sent  hither  are  all  disposed 
of,  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  any  guard  until  others  are 
sent  in.  We  have  therefore  returned  the  guard,  and  the 
Conmiittee  of  Council,  who  are  appointed  to  hear  and  ex- 
amine the  prisoners  in  the  recess  of  Court,  (a  copy  of  whose 

)'twccn  tlio   King-  and 
'  In,  iiiH-uuiital)!.-.  by  tliu 


commission   is  enclosed,)  will  apply  to  your  Excellency 
for  such  guards  as  may  be  at  any  time  needed. 
In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Council, 

James  Otis,  President. 
His  Excellency  General  ll'ushington. 

GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO   THE    NEW-YORK   PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS. 

Cambridge,  November  IC,  1775. 

It  was  determined,  at  a  conference  held  here  in  the  last 
month,  that  such  military  stores  as  could  be  spared  from 
JSeic-  York,  Croivn  Foi/it,  Ticonderoga,  Sic,  should  be  sent 
here  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army.  As  it  was  not 
clear  to  me  whether  I  was  to  send  for,  or  that  they  were 
to  be  sent  to  me,  I  desired  Mr.  Rccd,  on  his  way  to  Phila- 
delphia, to  inquire  into  this  matter.  As  I  have  not  heard 
from  him  on  the  subject,  and  the  season  advancing  fast,  I 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  send  General  Knox,  Esq.,  who 
will  deliver  you  this.  After  he  forwards  what  he  can  get 
at  your  place,  he  will  proceed  to  General  tSchuykr,  on  this 
very  important  business.  I  request  the  favour  of  you.  Sir, 
and  the  gentlemen  of  your  Congress,  to  give  Mr.  A'/io.i  all 
the  assistance  in  your  power;  by  so  doing  you  will  render 
infinite  service  to  your  Country,  and  vastly  oblige.  Sir,  }  om- 

most  obedient  humble  servant,     ^  ..r 

George  Washington. 

Hon.  Nathaniel  JJ'nodhull,  Esq.,  President,  &c. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO   HENRY  KNOX. 

You  are  immediately  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the 
Artillery  of  this  Army,  and  take  an  account  of  the  Cannon, 
Mortars,  Shells,  Lead,  and  Anmiunition,  that  are  wanting. 
When  you  have  done  that,  you  are  to  proceed  in  the  most 
expeditious  manner  to  JSeiv-York;  there  apply  to  the 
President  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  learn  of  him 
wliether  Colonel  Heed  did  any  thing  or  left  any  orders  re- 
specting these  articles,  and  get  him  to  procure  such  of  them 
as  possibly  can  bo  had  there.  The  President,  if  he  can,  will 
have  them  immediately  sent  hither  ;  if  he  cannot,  you  must 
put  them  in  a  proper  channel  for  being  transported  to  this 
camp  with  despatch,  before  you  leave  j\'cw-York.  After 
you  have  procured  as  many  of  these  necessaries  as  you  can 
there,  you  must  go  to  Major-General  Schuyler,  and  get  the 
remainder  from  Ticonderoga,  Croivn  Point,  or  ^t.  John's. 
If  it  should  be  necessary,  fr.)m  (^iiebeck,  if  in  our  hands. 
The  want  of  them  is  so  great,  that  no  trouble  or  expense 
must  be  s|iared  to  obtain  them.  I  have  wrote  to  General 
Schuyler;  he  will  give  every  necessary  assistance,  that  they 
may  be  had  and  forwarded  to  this  place,  with  the  utmost 
despatch.  I  have  given  you  a  warrant  to  the  Pa)'master- 
General  of  the  Continental  Army,  for  a  thousand  dollars, 
to  defray  the  expense  attending  your  journey  and  prociu'- 
ing  these  articles;  an  account  ol  which  you  are  to  keep,  and 
render  upon  your  return. 

(iiven  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters,  Cambridge. 
this  UIili  day  olWovcw/jtr,  Aiinof/iie  Domini  1775. 

George  Washington. 

P.  S.   Enilea\our  lo  procure  wluit  Hints  you  can. 


*  Tlio.i-e  is  Krcat  iiropriuty 

in  this  dist 

liis  sTvaiit.s,  i\,r  tliuy  ''n^  the 

nervous  \\\ 

ConstitulioM  for  .ill   in.slnie, 

■sol- ,;,,!. 

B.  3d,  c.  Stli:  '-Th-  \vli..le 

good,  uiid  not  to  do  boil  ;   n 

or  can  he  ( 

he  c,inleg;.lly(b),";v</i(/, /,//,, 

n,ln„ti.„lr. 

vnt,!,).      BtwkMnnr,  c-o,„„.. 

Mling  u|.on 

can  do  no  wrons ;"  which 

anci.-nt  an 

b,_^  iiudi'r^ood  as  if  ev.ry  ll 

of  course,   jost  im  1    liwl'id. 

but  mean: 

wlial.^ver  is  excrptionabi,.  i 

u  the  eon. 

ha  imputed  to  tlu^   ICing.  ii 

or  is  he  ar 

his  people.   And  secondly  it 

m:'aus,  tha 

extends  not  to  do  any  injury 

•  ;  it  is  do 

pie,  and  thereforn  eirinol  hj 

oxcned  lo 

'»  only  uvo  tlHugs:    !■  ,rsi,,  that 
duet   of  ]H.blick  allairsis  n.>t  lo 
nswerahle  for  il,  p.Msoually,  to 
at  th.!  prerogative  of  tlio  C'rown 
.•atcd   for  the  benefit  of  the  p--o- 
.1-0  eirinol  be  oxcned  lo  their  prejudice.     This  justifies 
,.  lus  Ministers  with  the  l.ito  gigantick  strides  of  power 
thai  have  been  taken,  and  in  professing  resistance  to  thorn  only. 


Cambridge,  November  l(i,  I',',',. 

Sir:  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency  to  de- 
sire you  will  deliver  uiilo  Charles  CoJ/in  and  Siljellitic 
ll'hile  their  bedding  and  wearing  apparel ;  also,  Jonathan 
Cojin's.  Let  them  be  well  examined,  lest  any  goods  or 
cash  may  be  secreted  amongst  them.  The  first  of  I  hem 
says  he  gave  Captain  Coil  seven  half  joes.  You  will 
jdease  to  receive  them,  and  account  for  them  with  tlie  pro- 
duce of  the  cargoes. 

I  am  really  at  a  loss  to  know  wheihcr  It  is  cu.-toinai y  h> 
gi\e  the  cash  found  in  the  pockets  of  |.irisoners  to  ihem 
with  tlieir  wearing  apparel.  I  do  not  think  these  people 
iiiLrit  any  indulgence.  However,  his  Excellency  would 
ratJH.'r  eir  on  the  side  of  mercy  than  that  of  strict  ju-tice. 
Let  1110  know  your  opinion  of  this  matter. 

1  am,  with  much  regard,  Sir,  yours,  Sec, 

S.   MOVLAN,   &c.  ])ro  ICIil. 

It  illiam   H'at.ioii,  Esq.,  Plymouth. 
Shall  we  ever  hear  of  Captain  IMarlindale's  departure'' 
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ROBERT  H.   HARBISON  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  OF 
NORTHAMPTON. 

Cambridge,  Noyember  IG,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  it  in  command  from  liis  Excellency  Gene- 
ral fVashington  to  inform  you  that  Charles  Elder,  George 
Corwie,  John  Uiiiisier,  Edward  Webb,  and  H'tlliam  Car- 
ihew,  officers  of  the  British  fleet,  having  given  their 
paroles  ot  honour  to  go  to  your  Town,  and  not  remove 
more  than  five  miles  from  thence,  or  hold  any  correspond- 
ence, directly  or  indirectly,  with  any  person,  without  com- 
municating the  same  to  your  Committee  of  Safety,  it  is  his 
desire  that  they  he  treated  with  civility  and  respect,  thoy 
demeaning  themselves  as  becometh. 

I  an).  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

R.  H.  Harrison,  Aid-de-Camp. 
To  the  Chairman,  Sec,  of  the  Committee  of  Norlhawp- 

ton. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge,  November  l(i,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  My  last  to  you  was  the  5th  instant.  1  have 
since  received  your  most  agreeable  favour  and  its  enclosure, 
of  the  7th.  Tiie  surrender  of  St.  John's  is  a  most  plea- 
sing presage  of  the  reduction  of  Quebeck,  in  etlecting  which 
I  hojie  Colonel  Arnold  will  co-operate.  The  last  account 
from  him  is  dated  the  13th  of  October,  at  the  second  portage 
from  Kenncbeck  to  the  Dead  River,  from  whence  he  had 
despatched  an  express  to  you,  and  expected  your  answer 
at  Chaudiere  Pond,  where  he  expected  to  be  in  eight  or 
ten  days.  By  your  not  mentioning  to  have  heard  from  him, 
I  apprehend  the  express  has  been  intercepted. 

I  am  in  very  great  want  of  powder,  lead,  mortars,  can- 
non, indeed  of  most  sorts  of  military  stores.  For  want  of 
them,  we  really  cannot  carry  on  any  spirited  operation.  I 
shall,  therefore,  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  send  me  all  that 
can  be  spared  from  your  quarter.  Mr.  Henry  Knox,  an 
experienced  engineer,  will  set  out  for  your  place,  and  inform 
you  of  those  articles  that  are  most  immediately  necessary; 
but  as  this  gentleman  goes  first  to  Netv-York,  you  will 
please  to  gel  in  readiness  for  transportation  such  guns,  mor- 
tars, and  ammunition,  as  you  can,  and  Mr.  Knor  will,  on  his 
arrival,  send  them  forward.  There  is  nothing  of  conse- 
quence to  acquaint  you  of  from  this  quarter,  except  the 
arrival  of  a  train  of  artillery,  and  part  of  five  Regiments, 
from  Ireland,  to  re-enforce  the  Ministerial  Army  at  Boston. 

I  am,  with  great  regard  and  esteem,  dear  Sir,  your  most 
assured  humble  servant,  Q^onu^  Washington. 

To  iMajor-General  Schuyler,  Northern  Department. 


general   WASHINGTON  TO   GENERAL   SCIIIYLKR. 

Cambridge,  November  1(3,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  wrote  you  this  day  by  express,  and  informed 
you  therein  the  great  necessity  1  was  in  for  ordnance  stores 
and  ammunition,  and  that  I  would  send  Henry  Knox,  Esq., 
to  New-York,  to  procure  there  as  much  as  can  be  spared  ; 
from  thence  to  proceed  to  you.  That  gentleman  will  de- 
liver you  this  letter.  I  recommend  him,  and  the  business 
he  goes  upon,  to  your  attention.  Should  he  find  more 
money  than  he  carries  with  him  necessary,  you  will  please 
to  supply  him. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &,c., 

George  Washington. 
To  Major-Gencral  Schvylcr,  Northern  Department. 


EPHRAIM  BOWEN  TO  COLONEL  JOSEPH   REED. 

Plymoutb,  November  10,  1775. 

Honoured  Sib:  I  expected  long  before  this  to  have 
had  Captain  Mnrtindale  out  on  his  cruise  ;  but  the  weather 
has  been  so  extremely  bad  for  a  fortnight  past  that  we  have 
not  been  able  to  do  any  thing  of  consequence.  Have  at 
length  got  him  almost  complete,  and  expect  he  will  sail  to- 
morrow morning,  if  the  weather  is  suitable. 

I  shall  proceed  to  Cambridge  as  soon  as  this  vessel  is 
ready  to  sail.  In  the  mean  time  I  am.  Sir,  your  faithful 
servant,  Ephbaim  Bowen,  Jun. 


To  Colonel  Joseph  Reed. 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi. 


spottsylvania  county  (Virginia)  committee. 
The  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Spoltsylvartia  being 
assembled  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  Committee,  agree- 
able to  an  Ordinance  of  the  Convention,  chose  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen,  viz:  Edivard  Herndon,  Joseph  Herndon, 
Fielding  Lewis,  Joseph  Brock,  Mann  Page,  Jun.,  John 
Lewis,  attorney,  John  Herndon,  Beverly  IVinslow,  Oliver 
Totvles,  George  Stubblejicld,  Mordecai  Buckner,  Mann 
Page,  John  Craig,  James  Tutt,  Thomas  Colson,  Charles 
ft'ashinglon,  Francis  Thornton,  IVilliam  Parker,  George 
Thornton,  James  fl'cgglesworth,  and  Hugh  Mercer. 

Alexander  Dick,  Clerk. 

Ficdericksbiirgli,  November  17,  1775. 


MABYLAND  COUNCIL. 

At  a  Council  held  at  the  Governour's,  on  Friday,  the 
seventeenth  day  of  November,  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  Do- 
minion of  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Harford,  Esquire, 
Anno  Domini  1775,  were  present :  His  Excellency  Robert 
Eden,  Esq.,  Governour ;  the  Hon.  Daniel  Dnlany,  the 
Hon.  John  Ridoul,  the  Hon.  J.  Beale  Bordlcy  ;  IViiliam, 
Fitzhugh,  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Philip  Thomas 
Lee,  Esquires. 

His  Excellency  is  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Board  that  he 
is  apprehensive  of  being  laid  under  the  greatest  difficulty 
in  getting  proper  persons  to  act  as  Sheriffs,  in  the  several 
Counties,  for  the  ensuing  year;  several  whose  times  are 
not  expired  having,  on  account  of  the  present  unhappy 
disturbances,  begged  leave  to  resign  their  offices  ;  there- 
fore his  Excellency  requests  the  advice  of  the  Board  upon 
this  occasion. 

Whereupon,  the  Board  recommend  to  his  Excellency  to 
endeavour  to  prevail  on  the  present  Sheriffs,  whose  times 
are  not  expired  to  continue  to  act ;  and,  where  their  times 
are  out,  to  appoint  such  proper  persons  as  he  can  find  wil- 
ling to  act  as  their  successors. 

The  absolute  necessity  of  having  Sheriffs,  as  preserveis 
of  the  peace  in  the  several  Counties,  is  too  obvious  to  re- 
quire their  further  remarks.  And  it  will  be  in  the  Govern- 
our's power  to  gratify  such  persons,  on  future  occasions,  by 
reappointment  to  that  office,  as  soon  as  consistent  with  the 
law,  as  a  reward  for  their  trouble  in  executing  it  during  the 
present  times. 

His  Excellency  informs  the  Board  that  he  intends,  with 
their  approbation,  to  prorogue  the  General  Assembly,  from 
day  to  day,  for  some  time  after  the  present  term  of  proro- 
gation ex|)ires,  with  a  view,  that  should  any  opportunity 
otfer,  likely  to  prove  beneficial  to  the  Province,  it  may  be 
readily  embraced.  To  which  proposal  the  Board  gave 
their  approbation. 

The  Hon.  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq.,  the  Lord 
Proprietary's  Agent,  lays  before  the  Board  the  following 
extracts  from  a  Letter  of  the  29th  of  August  last,  which 
he  had  received  from  Hugh  Hamersley,  Esq.,  and  humbly 
requests  their  advice  thereon. 

"The  guardians  being  at  present  dispersed  in  ihe  coun- 
try, I  can  give  no  directions  as  to  any  payments  to  be  made 
to  the  Governour,  in  aid  of  the  deficiency  of  the  twelve 
pence  per  hogshead.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  write  a 
formal,  separate  letter  for  this  purpose,  when  the  event 
happens,  and  the  Governour  makes  his  demand  upon  you  ; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  in  this,  as  in  every  other  matter  of 
doubt,  pray  the  advice  of  the  Council,  and  act  accordingly. 
As  to  the  Congress  coinage,  you  cannot  be  too  cautious  how 
you  deal  in  it,  for  fear  of  being  left  in  the  lurch  in  case  of 
pacification  ;  for  I  am  still  willing  to  persuade  myself  the 
Southern  Colonies  will  never  go  the  lengths  of  the  more 
Northern  ones. 

"Though  I  have  recommended  caution,  yet  I  wish  you 
to  consult  the  Governour  and  Council  what  you  are  to  do 
in  respect  of  the  receipt  of  the  quit-rents.'  Their  written 
advice  will  be  the  best  support  to  your  proceedings,  which, 
without  it,  may  be  liable  to  ditlerent  constructions;  and  in 
times  like  the  present,  much  must  be  left  to  your  united 
discretion." 

With  respect  to  the  first  extract,  relative  to  the  Govern- 
our's salary,  it  is  the  advice  and  opinion  of  this  Board,  that, 
acrreeable  to  the  twenty-third  article  of  the  Governour's 
private  instructions,  the  Agent  ought  to  pay,  or  cause  to  lie 
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paid  to  [lis  Excellency,  in  sterling  money  or  good  bills  of 
exchange,  drawn  or  endorsed  by  liiin  for  thai  particular 
purpose"  as  in  payment  of  his  salary  as  Governour,  agree- 
able to  llie  instruction  before  mentioned. 

As  to  the  extract  relative  to  the  payment  of  the  Pro- 
prietary's (juit-rents,  and  other  dues,  in  the  present  Conti- 
nental and  Convention  currency,  the  Board  recommend 
it  to  the  Agent  to  transmit,  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  to 
the  guardians  of  the  Lord  Proprietary,  a  full  state  of  die 
natui°e  of  the  Continental  and  Convention  money,  and  to 
act  in  his  department,  in  receiving  or  refusing  the  same,  as 
the  said  guardians  shall  direct  and  appoint. 

The  Agent  likewise  informs  the  Board  that  some  Pro- 
clamation warrants  have  lately  been  applied  for  and  issued, 
to  affect  lands  where  the  certificates  had  been  compounded 
upon,  but  had  been  mislaid,  or  patent  not  taken  out,  or 
quit-rents  not  i)aid. 

The  Board,  therefore,  on  mature  consideration,  are  of 
opinion,  and  advise  that  Proclamation  warrants,  in  such 
case,  ought  not  to  be  issued  without  notice  thereof,  and 
summonVgiven  to  the  party  affected,  on  ap|)lication  for  the 
same,  and  a  return  upon  oath,  of  the  service  thereof,  pro- 
duced upon  all  occasions. 

And,  further,  the  Board  recommend  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Lan  1  CJliice  to  pay  attention  to  the  same,  with  respect  to 
all  Proclamation  warrants  now  depending,  or  that  may  here- 
after be  returned. 

And  the  Clerk  of  this  Board  is  directed  to  furnish  them 
with  a  co])y  of  the  aliove  recommendation. 

True  coiiy:        James  Brooks,  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

EASTERN  SHORE  (maRYLANb) COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Eastern  Shore  branch  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  o{  Manjland,  at  Chesicrtoini,  in  Kent  County, 
on  Friday,  the  17th  of  November,  1775,  present:  Robert 
(iohhborough,  James  Uolbjdny,  Richard  Lloyd,  Thomas 
Smith,  and  Henry  Hooper,  Esquires. 

Robert  Goldsborough,  Esq.,  having  previously  signed 
the  Association,  and  qualified  before  Emory  Sudlcr,  Esq., 
by  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Convention. 

Isaac  Atkinson,  who  was  sent  under  a  guard  from  the 
Committee  of  Observation  for  Somerset  County  to  that  ol 
Talbot,  and  from  thence  to  the  Committee  of  this  County, 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  before  the  Council ;  and  on  his 
appearing,  a  Letter  to  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  East- 
ern Shore  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion of  Somerset  County,  and  sundry  Depositions  taken  be- 
fore the  said  Committee  of  Somerset  County,  and  hereto 
annexed,  purporting  a  charge  against  the  said  Atkinson,  of 
his  having,  since  the  breaking  up  of  the  last  Provincial 
Convention  of  this  Province,  been  raising  a  Company  in 
Somerset  County,  to  oppose  the  measures  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  and  Convention  of  this  Province,  and  of 
liis  having  declared  he  would  protect  any  set  of  men  who 
would  not  sign  the_Association — were  read  to  the  said  At- 
kinson, and  he  was  required  to  answer  thereto. 

"^riie  said  Atkinson  denied  the  charge. 

The  Board  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 

.S  Lturd.iy,  N'ovombcr  ll^,  ITT.'i. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment  ;  and  taking 
into  consideration  the  proceedings  of  yesterday, 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  will  adjourn  to  Thursday,  the 
:Wih  day  of  this  instant,  (November,)  at  Talbot  County 
Court-House,  to  examine  into  the  said  charge. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Atkinson  be  committed  to  the 
custody  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Kent  County, 
to  be  by  them  kept  under  a  safe  guard  until  Monday,  the 
27th  day  of  this  instant  ;  and  on  that  day,  or  as  soon  after 
as  may  be,  delivered  by  them  into  the  custody  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Observation  for  Talbot  County,  to  be  by  them 
kept  under  a  safe  guard  until  the  meeting  of  this  Board  at 
the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  and  to  be  then  and  there  pro- 
duced in  custody  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Board  deliver  a  copy 
of  the  charge  aforesaid,  and  a  copy  of  the  Resolution  of 
adjournment  aforesaid,  to  the  said  Isaac  Atkinson,  that  he 
may  have  an  opitortunity  of  procuring  witnesses  in  his  de- 
fence, if  he  think  fit. 


Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  Resolution  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Observation  of  Somerset  Coun- 
ty, and  that  they  send  the  witnesses,  whose  depositions 
were  transmitted,  and  any  other  witnesses  in  support  of  the 
charge,  to  this  Board,  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid. 

The  Board  received  a  Letter  from  Robert  Done,  Henry 
Johnson,  and  Feter  Chaille,oi  IVorcester  County,  by  the 
hands  of  .Mr.  Robert  Dennis,  hereunto  annexed,  and  an 
AfWdnvk  of  Mary  Robins  enclosed  therein,  and  hereunto 
also  annexed. 

U|)on  considering  the  same,  and  examining  IMr.  Dennis, 
to  whom  the  said  Letter  refers,  as  to  the  state  and  condi- 
tion of  the  said  County, 

Ordered,  That  one  barrel  of  Powder  and  three  hundred 
weight  of  Lead,  out  of  the  |)ublick  Magazine  in  Chester- 
toivn,  be,  as  soon  as  possible,  forwarded  to  the  Committee 
of  Observation  for  Worcester  County,  under  the  direction 
of  Thomas  Smyth,  Kst\.,  a  Meinher  of  this  Board,  and  that 
the  following  Letter  to  the  said  Committee  be  forwarded 
by  the  said  Mr.  Dennis. 

l!y  the  Eastovn  Sliore  branch  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  ) 
Maryland,  Chcstertown,  November  18,  1775.       ^ 

Gentlemen:  This  Board  has  received,  by  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Dennis,  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Done,  Johnson,  and 
Chaille,  and  an  affidavit  enclosed  therein,  of  which  you 
have  herewith  copies,  and  have  examined  Mr.  Dennis,  to 
whom  they  referred  us  for  further  information.  In  conse- 
quence of  which,  this  Board  has  ordered  one  barrel  of 
powder  and  three  hundred  weight  of  lead  to  be  forwarded 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  lodged  with  Captain  James  Camp- 
bell, at  Vienna,  for  the  use  of  your  County;  and  it  is  sup- 
])Osed  it  will  be  tliere  by  Wednesday  night  next,  where  it 
is  expected  you,  or  some  persons  by  your  direction  and 
appointment,  will  receive  it. 

This  is  all  the  Board  think  it  can  be  justified  in  doing 
at  present;  but  there  will  be  a  meeting  of  this  Board  at 
Talbot  County  Court-House,  on  Thursday,  the  30th  of 
this  instant,  where,  if  you  think  it  necessary,  there  may  be 
a  further  representation  of  the  state  of  your  County  made 
to  it.  Should  there  be  no  immediate  use  of  this  ammuni- 
tion, it  is  expected  you  will  be  particularly  careful  to  pre- 
serve it. 

It  being  represented  to  the  Board,  hy  Robert  Goldsbo- 
rough  and  Henry  Hooper,  Esquires,  two  of  the  Board,  that 
there  is  a  necessity  for  a  quantity  of  Powder  and  Lead  in 
Dorchester  County, 

Ordered,  That  one  barrel  of  Powder  and  three  hundred 
weight  of  Lead,  out  of  the  publick  Magazine  at  Chester- 
town,  be  forthwith  forwarded  to  the  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation for  that  County,  under  the  direction  of  Thomas 
Smyth,  Esq.,  a  Member  of  this  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Shore  pay 
Xo  John  Garrett,  ov  his  order,  for  Fire- Wood  and  attend- 
ance, the  sum  of  thirty  Shillings,  common  money. 

The  Board  adjourns  to  Thursday,  the  30th  day  of  No- 
vembcr  instant,  at  Talbot  County  C'ourt-House. 
A  true  copy  from  the  IMinutcs: 

Va.v.v/.v.m  McComr,  Cierk. 


Letters  and  Depositions  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Pro- 
ceedings, viz  : 

SoniTs>l  t^oiinty,  November  7,  1775. 

(iKNTr.KMEN:  Tliis  will  be  handed  to  you  by  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  whom  we  have  appointed  to  carry  Isaac 
Atkinson  to  you,  agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  the  Provin- 
cial Convention;  he  having  been  guilty  of  sundry  matters 
contrary  to  the  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  and 
Provincial  Convention,  and  highly  inimical  to  the  liberties 
of  America,  as  will  appear  by  the  enclosed  depositions. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 
Signed  per  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Peter  Waters,  Clerk. 

Information  being  lodged  with  the  Committee  of  iS'om- 
erset  County,  that  Isaac  Atkinson  was  raising  a  Company, 
contrary  to  the  Resolves  of  the  Congress  and  Convention, 
Mr.  Atkinson  appeared,  and  the  following  Depositions 
were  taken  : 


MU 
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October  34,  17T5. 

The  deposition  of  JVillinm  Dashiell,  Inspector,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposeth :  Tiiat  some  time  ago  he  was  at  the 
lower  ferry,  on  Wicomico  River,  and  that  Captain  Gtorge 
Day  Scott  was  there  exercising  his  Company;  that  Isaac 
Atkinson  and  Mr.  Thomas  Bnimjicld  were  in  a  high  dis- 
pute; that  Captain  Thomas  Shiles,  Adjutant  of  said  Com- 
pany, went  up  to  them,  and  asked  Atkinson  on  what  terms 
he  was  raising  his  Company:  whether  it  was  to  join  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  the  Pro- 
vincial Convention,  or  not.  Atkinson  reiilied,  that  it  was 
to  oppose  them,  and  he  would  do  it,  and  offered  to  lay  Mr. 
ff'hitcar  a  doubloon  he  would  by  that  day  week  have  three 
hundred  men  to  join  him  in  the  opposition. 

The  de])osition  of  Captain  Thomas  Shiles,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposeth  :  That  some  time  ago  he  was  at  the 
lower  ferry,  on  Wicomico  River,  exercising  Capt.  George 
Dai/  Scott's  Company;  that  there  was  a  very  high  dispute 
between  Isaac  Atkinson  and  Thomas  BrumJicJd ;  the  said 
Shiles  ordered  his  men  to  lay  down  their  arms,  which  they 
did  ;  he  then  went  up  to  Atkinson,  and  said  that  he  un- 
derstood that  he,  the  said  Atkinson,  had  ordered  his  men 
to  meet  there  that  day,  with  siiarp  flints  in  their  guns  ; 
Atkinson  said  he  did  give  such  orders;  then  this  deponent 
asked  Atkinson  on  what  terms  he  was  making  up  his  Com- 
pany: whether  it  was  to  join  the  Convention  cause  and  the 
Continental  Congress,  or  whether  he  was  in  opposition  ; 
he  answered,  he  was  in  opposition,  and  offered  to  lay  Mr. 
Whcthear  a  doubloon  by  tliat  day  week  he  would  have 
three  hundred  men  to  join  him  in  opposition  ;  upon  which, 
one  of  his  men  (William  Hitman)  answered,  "  Yes,  five 
hundred  ;  for  he  is  the  only  man  that  had  opened  their 
eyes,  and  is  the  man  that  ought  to  be  upheld." 

The  deposition  of  Littleton  Ayres,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposeth ;  That  he  was  some  time  ago  at  the  lower  ferry, 
on  Wicomico  River,  and  that  Mr.  Isaac  Atkinson  was  also 
there  ;  this  deponent  said  he  understood  that  Isaac  Atkin- 
son and  Mr.  Thomas  Brumjicld  had  had  some  conversa- 
tion about  the  Association  ;  and  this  deponent  further  saith, 
that  he  heard  Atkinson  say  that  he  would  never  sign  the 
Association,  and  that  there  were  several  people  of  his  opin- 
ion, and  that  he  would  protect  any  set  of  people  iliat  would 
not  sign  the  Association. 

The  deposition  of  Thomas  Brumjield,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposeth  :  That  some  lime  ago  that  he  and  Isaac  Atkin- 
son were  in  conversation  about  America  and  England,  and 
that  it  was  the  said  Isaac  Atkinson's  opinion  that  it  was 
rebellion  the  way  the  people  of  Boston  were  going  on,  and 
that  he  believed  the  people  of  Boston  wanted  a  King  of 
their  own  in  America. 

The  deposition  of  George  Ballard,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposeth  :  That  some  time  ago  he  met  Isaac  Atkinson  on 
the  road,  and  that  Atkinson  said  that  lie  was  told  by  a 
gentleman  in  the  County  that  if  he  would  head  a  Com- 
pany from  home,  that  his  fortune  would  be  doubled  ten 
times ;  but  lie,  the  said  Atkinson,  said  he  despised  such  a 
thing.  This  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  heard  Atkinson 
say  that  he  did  not  like  any  thing  the  Congress  had  done. 

The  deposition  of  George  Ayres,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poseth :  That  some  lime  ago  Isaac  Atkinson  was  charged 
with  ordering  his  men  to  appear  with  sharp  flints  in  their 
guns,  for  he  intended  to  shoot  powder  that  day;  and  upon 
being  charged  with  it,  he  said  it  was  to  shoot  as  a  huzza  at 
the  breaking  up  of  his  Company;  and  this  deponent  further 
saith,  that  he,  the  said  Atkinson,  said  he  had  the  opinion  of 
as  wise  a  man  and  of  as  great  a  properly  as  any  in  the 
Country  for  lo  go  on  in  the  way  he  then  was. 

November  7,  1775. 

The  dejiosiiion  of  George  ff'hitcar,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposeth :  That  on  September  23,  1775,  that  he,  this  de- 
ponent, was  at  the  lower  ferry,  on  Wicomico  River,  and 
that  IMr.  Isaac  Atkinson  was  there  also;  that,  upon  a  dis- 
pute between  llie  said  Atkinson  and  this  deponent,  the 
said  Atkinson  did  say  ihat  he  could,  on  the  Saturday  fol- 
lowing, appear  at  the  said  ferry  with  three  or  four  hundred 
men  to  back  him  in  the  measures  he  was  then  pursuing, 
of  which  he  offered  to  bet  this  deponent  a  doubloon;  soon 
after  wliich,  Captain  Tliomas  Shiles  came  up  and  asked 
him  if  he  intended   to  raise  a  Com]iany  conirary  to  the 


resolves  of  the  Convention,  to  which  he  answered  in  the 
affirmative. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes: 

Peter  Waters,  Clerk. 


Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  fl'orces- 
ter  County  lo  the  Eastern  Shore  Council  of  Safety: 

November  15,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Enclosed  you  have  a  deposition  of  a  very 
alarming  nature,  which  we  think  it  our  duly  to  communi- 
cate to  you,  and  desire  that  it  may,  as  speedily  as  possible, 
be  taken  into  consideration. 

We  and  the  rest  of  the  friends  of  liberty  in  (his  Couniy 
are  in  a  bad  situation  ;  we  have  no  ammunition,  and  the 
Tories  exceed  our  number.  We  hope  you  will  send  us 
assistance  as  soon  as  you  can.  Mr.  Dennis,  the  bearer 
hereof,  who  is  Clerk  of  our  Committee,  will  give  you  such 
information  of  our  affairs  here  as  will  clearly  evince  the 
necessity  of  something  being  done,  and  that  speedily. 
We  are.  Gentlemen,  respectfully,  yours, 

Robert  Done, 
Henry  Johnson, 
Peter  Chaille. 
The  deposition  o(  Mary  Robins,  wife  of  Josiah  Robins, 
being  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God, 
deposeth  and  saith:  That  on  the  li5lh  of  November,  1775, 
in  the  morning  of  the  same  day,  Benjamin  Butler  came  to 
the  house  of  her  said  husband,  and  inquired  whether  there 
was  any  person  in  the  house  except  Ijis  family;  her  hus- 
band made  answer  ihat  there  was;  upon  which  they  went 
out,  and,  after  some  time,  her  husband  came  in  and  told 
her  that  he  was  going  lo  a  certain  William  Bartlct  Tou-n- 
send's :  that  a  certain  Levin  Townsend  had  been  down  to 
Norfolk,  on  board  the  man-of-war,  and  had  brought  up  a 
quantity  of  ammuniuon,  and  that  all  those  who  were  for 
the  King  were  lo  go  down  to  the  said  William  Bartlet 
Townsend' s,  to  get  their  share  of  the  ammunition;  and  that 
the  said  Levin  Toiunsend  had  brought  a  paper  from  on 
board  the  said  man-of-war,  that  they  were  to  sign  ;  and 
that  the  said  Levin  Townsend  was  to  set  out  this  day  on 
his  return  to  the  man-of-war  ;  and  that,  if  there  was  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  signers  to  the  aforesaid  paper,  they  were 
lo  have  assistance  immediately  from  the  said  man-of-war. 
November  15,  1775. 

The  above  Deposition  taken  before 

John  Sei.by. 
Copy  of  a  Resolve  from  Congress: 

In  Congress,  October  G,  1775. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  several  Provincial  Assemblies  or  Conventions,  and 
Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety,  to  arrest  and  secure 
every  person  in  their  respective  Colonies  whose  going  at 
large  may,  in  their  opinion,  endanger  the  safety  of  the 
Colony  or  the  liberties  of  America. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes  : 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

Letter  from  the  Ciiairman  of  the  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation for  Ji  (ircester  Coamy  to  the  Eastern  Shore  Coimcil 
of  Safety: 

Snow-Hill.  November  17,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  We  lately,  by  31r.  Dennis,  signified  lo 
you  that  we  have  had  information  of  some  persons  in  our 
County  procuring  a  quantity  of  ammunition  from  the  men 
of  war  at  Norfolk;  that  they  had  procured  some  kind  of 
writing  from  them,  that  all  who  are  against  the  present 
measures  were  to  sign  and  transmit  back  to  the  command- 
ers of  the  men  of  war;  and  that,  if  they  had  sufficient  en- 
couragement, they  were  to  send  regular  troops  to  their 
assistance.  We  have  now  certain  intelligence  that  a  num- 
ber of  persons  among  us,  who  are  disaffected  to  our  cause, 
have  signed  the  writing  above  mentioned,  and  have  taken 
an  oath  to  secrecy;  that  about  twenty  in  number,  on  JVed- 
nesday  night,  took  boat,  and  are  gone  down  to  Norfolk,  to 
procure  a  large  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  and  men 
to  their  assistance.  We  have  had  informalion  that  a  num- 
ber of  regular  troo[)s  have  landed  in  Accomack  County, 
but  the  report,  as  yet,  is  not  confirmed.      We  have  now 
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under  arms  between  three  and  four  luindied  men,  who 
seem  very  willing  to  engage,  if  there  should  be  a  necessity; 
but  are  yet  so  young  in  the  service,  and  having  no  person 
among  us  proper  to  lead  them  to  action,  liiat  little  can  be 
expec'ted  from  them.  We  are  at  present  in  a  very  melan- 
choly situation.  We  have  neither  a  proper  conductor, 
arms,  nor  ammunition.  We  hope  you  will  take  our  dis- 
tressed circumstances  into  your  consideration,  and  direct 
such  measures  as  you  shall  think  best  for  our  safety,  and 
to  repel  the  force  of  our  enemies.  The  men  we  have  now 
under  arms  are  partly  from  Hoincrsct  County.  We  have 
.sent  scouts  through  the  County,  in  order  to  disarm  all 
those  who  appear  to  be  enemies  to  the  j)resent  measures. 
As  the  wind  is  fair  for  the  persons  who  are  gone  down  to 
JS'urfolk,  we  have  reason  to  expect  ihey  will  tjuickly  return 
witii  others  from  that  quarter  to  their  assistance. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be  your  most  obedient  humble 
servants. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  of 
JVorccsler  County:  ^^^^.^_^^  U.uuns,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Manjlunil, 

on  the  Eastern  Shore,  per  Mr.  JValtom. 

November  17,  1775. 

IVilliam  Ilumlij,  of  lawful  age,  being  called  on  by  the 
Committee  of  ll'orccslcr  Coun\y,  deposeth  and  saith:  That 
he  had  frequently  conversed  with  "^h .  Abraham  Gibiis, upon 
the  subject  of  the  unhappy  dispute  now  existing  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies;  that  the  said 
Gihbs,  some  time  last  fall  or  last  winter,  or  last  spring,  he 
can't  particularly  recollect  which,  this  deponent  heard  the 
said  Gibbs  say  that  the  Congress,  he  thought,  either  ought 
or  would  lose  their  heads  ;  and,  in  case  the  Ministerial 
Troops  were  sent  over  here  to  lay  their  hands  upon  the 
Congress,  that  he,  the  said  Gibbs,  would  be  one  of  the  first 
men  who  would  join  them  ;  but  that  he  has  heard  the  said 
Gibbs,  long  since,  speak  much  in  favour  of  the  American 
cause,  and,  at  different  times  since,  that  he  has  heard  Mr. 
Gibbs  speak  against  the  cause,  and  condenni  the  conduct 
of  those  who  were  friends  to  the  cause ;  and  that  the  latest 
conversation  this  deponent  had  with  the  said  Gibbs,  as  he 
believes,  was  about  three  weeks  past ;  he  heard  the  said 
Gibbs  then  express  himself  very  inimical  to  the  cause, 
although  not  with  that  degree  of  violence  or  rancour  as  he 
had  first  heard  him  express  himsi'lf  respecting  the  Con- 
gress. William  Handy. 


not  know ;  he  found  they  were  something  like  the  associa- 
tion or  articles  of  his  Company  ;  they  were  for  their  King 
and  Country.  Yes,  said  Slwckly,  but  we  are  against  Bos- 
ton. Tiiat  Shockly  afterwards  insisted  upon  this  deponent's 
hearing  their  articles  read  ;  and,  when  they  were  read,  they 
all  huzzaed  for  the  King,  and  pulled  off  their  hats.  This 
deponent  also  cried,  and  said  he  could  huzza  for  their  King'; 
but,  as  he  did  not  pull  off  his  hat,  said  Shockly  seemed  to 
be  disjileased  ;  and  that  this  deponent  was  under  appre- 
hensions he  was  unsafe  in  their  comjiany,  and  immediately 
came  off.  Uartlly  Townsend. 


Sworn  before 


JosKPH  Dashief.l. 


The  deposition  o(  Nicholas  JIaymon,  of  lawful  age,  being 
called  by  the  Committee  of  JVorcestcr  County,  deposeth 
and  saith  :  That  he  lives  in  the  neighbourliood  where  the 
article  of  agreement  or  association  paper  was  circulated, 
which  is  taken  notice  of  in  the  deposition  of  Isaac  Ham- 
mond;  and  that  they  heard  some  of  them  were  to  be  sent 
to  Boston,  and  they  were  determined  not  to  go  themselves, 
or  suffer  any  of  their  neighbours  to  go,  if  (hey  could  jire- 
vent  it.  That  die  association  (laper  or  article  of  agree- 
ment, above  alluded  to,  was  signed  by  lli  iijainiii  Shuckly, 
amongst  a  number  of  other  peison'^. 

IVlCIIOI-AS   Havmon. 

Sworn  before  Josicr-ii  Dashiei.l. 

Tiie  deposition  of  Earthy  TairnsenJ,  of  lawful  age, 
being  called  on  by  the  Commitiee  of  IVorccster  County, 
deposeth  and  saith:  That  some  little  time  since  the  rising 
of  the  last  Convention  of  this  Province,  this  deponent  was 
informed  that  some  few  of  the  Company  which  the  said 
Benjamin  Shockly  had  enrolled  in  had  desired  him  to  at- 
tend at  the  house  of  the  said  Shockly,  for  the  purpose  of 
exercising  and  instructing  a  nuuiber  of  people  in  the  mili- 
tary exercise ;  that  this  deponent  accordingly  attended  ; 
and  when  he  came,  after  he  had  exercised  some  of  the 
people  who  were  there,  Shockly  proposed  to  this  de|)onent 
that  he  would  be  their  Captain  ;  but,  upon  this  deponent's 
refusal,  asked  him  if  he  would  be  their  Lieutenant,  which 
he  also  refused  ;  upon  which,  said  Shockly  then  told  this 
deponent  he  hail  come  for  a  spy.  He  also  asked  this  de- 
ponent if  he  had  seen  their  articles  ;  he  said  he  had.  He 
then  asked  him  how  he  liked  them ;  why,  he  said,  he  did 


Sworn  before 


JusEi>n  Dashiell. 


Co|)y  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Somirstt  County : 

Gentleme.n:  In  the  inquiry  into  the  charge  exhibited 
by  you  against  Isaac  Atkinson,  so  far  as  the  same  was  pro- 
ceeded in,  it  was  collected  by  that  branch  of  the  Council 
of  Safety  residing  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  that  Mr.  Atkin- 
son would  rest  his  defence  on  the  design  and  intention  of 
his  conduct  in  the  matter  he  is  charged  with,  he  having 
alleged  that  his  design  was  merely  to  oppose  the  proceed- 
iniTs  of  the  people  of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion,  and  not 
the  proceedings  or  resolutions  of  the  Congress  or  the  Con- 
vention. 

It  was  therefore  thought  proper,  by  the  board,  that  this 
should  be  connnunicated  to  the  Committee  of  Observation 
for  Somerset  County  ;  and  1  am  directed  by  them  to  make 
this  communication. 

I  am,  SiC,  Robert  Goldsborough. 

To  the  Committee  of  Somerset  County. 

The  following  Letter,  from  the  Committee  o{  Somerset 
County  to  the  Eastern  Shore  Council  of  Safety,  is  without 
date  ;  but  being  in  reply  to  the  aforegoing  Letter,  is  there- 
fore transcriljed  immediately  following  it,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz : 

Gentlemen  :  Yours  of  the  IStli  instant  lies  now  liefore 
us;  and  we  are  a  good  deal  sur[iiised  to  hear  that  Mr. 
Atkinson  should  rest  his  defence  upon  a  point  which  he 
did  not  rely  on  during  any  of  his  appearances  before  this 
Committee.  At  the  same  time,  as  Mr.  Atkinson's  friends 
are  in  general  now  hearty  in  the  common  cause,  and  as  he 
himsell  always  supported  a  reputable  character  till  his  i)re- 
sent  misconduct,  we  should  be  gl;id  to  give  every  thing  its 
fidl  weight,  that  he  may  otTcv  in  his  own  justification  upon 
his  approaching  trial.  But,  as  we  are  to  do  justice  to  the 
community  as  well  as  to  individuals,  we  cannot  omit  to  in- 
form you  that,  in  the  course  of  our  proceedings  against  this 
unhappy  man,  whom  we  always  pitied,  he  had  every  indul- 
gence that  the  nature  of  his  oflence  could  entitle  him  to. 
His  trial  was  put  off  from  day  to  day,  and  an  opportunity 
always  given  of  confronting  the  evidences  against  him,  in 
hopes  that  he  might  be  able  to  exculpate  liiniself  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  publick. 

With  regard  to  his  jilca  of  intending  only  to  o|ipose 
those  of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion,  it  is  certain  that  this 
County  has  been  long  divided  in  religious  sentiments,  and 
that  this  division  has  Ijeen  productive  of  much  disturb- 
ance we  have  too  much  reason  to  remember.  It  is  a 
jirevailing  opinion,  amongst  the  members  of  the  Church 
of  England,  that  the  Presbyteiians  are  enemies  to  their 
present  establishment,  greedy  of  power,  and  oppressive 
in  executing  it,  which  makes  them  jealous  of  every  mea- 
sure, however  laudable,  that  the  Presbyterians  engage 
in  ;  and  as  this  set  of  people  (we  speak  it  to  their  honour) 
were  amongst  the  foremost  in  the  country  to  espouse  the 
cause  o{  Boston,  so  the  over-zealous  ones  of  the  Church 
persuasion,  for  this  reason  alone,  became  averse  to  it.  But 
we  are  unwilling  to  enter  upon  a  subject  whose  candour 
might  perhaps  be  called  in  question. 

There  is  an  honourable  gentleman  in  your  own  neigh- 
bourhood, {IVilliam  Hnyivard,  Esq.,)  as  much  a  stranger 
to  the  narrow  spirit  of  party  as  he  is  superior  to  malice  and 
detraction.  To  him,  therefore,  as  he  has  an  universal  ac- 
quaintance in  this  country,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you.  At 
the  same  time,  as  we  wish  to  furnish  you  with  every  pos- 
sible information,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  lay  before 
you  a  letter  which  we  this  day  received  from  Jacob  Adams. 
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ail  honest  and  reputable  planter  of  tins  County.  We  have 
issued  summonses  for  all  the  evidences  to  wait  on  you,  agree- 
able to  your  adjournment,  on  Thursday  next,  at  Talbot 
Court-House,  and  have  no  doubt  of  their  punctual  attend- 
ance. 

With  the  most  entire  confidence  in  your  justice  and 
wisdom,  we  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  ourselves  your 
most  obedient  and  obliged  humble  servants. 

Signed  per  order  :  Peteu  Waters,  ChrJc. 

Letter  from  the  Commiitee  of  Observation  fur  IVorccslcr 
County,  to  the  honourable  Council  of  Safety  for  the  East- 
ern Shore  oi  ISlaryhtnd,  ]ier  Captain  IVillium  Hopcucll : 

Committee  Chamber,  Snow  Hill,  November  20,  17T5. 

SiKS  :  We  here  transmit  to  you,  under  the  convoy  of 
Captain  Hopewell,  IMr.  Abralnim  Gibbs  and  Benjamin 
Shockly,  who  have  unhappily  fell  under  our  censure.  The 
charges  against  them  you  will  find  contained  in  the  enclosed 
depositions.  We  much  regret  the  necessity  we  are  under 
of  troubling  you  with  these  unhajipy  jieople,  but  thought 
ourselves,  as  a  Conmiittee,  by  no  means  at  liberty  to  pass 
them  over.  How  far  they  may  appear  criminal  before  you, 
gentlemen,  we  cannot  pretend  to  say,  nor,  indeed,  is  it  our 
province  to  determine. 

We  presume  you  have  had,  before  this  comes  to  hand, 
the  deposition  of  Mary  Robins  laid  before  you,  respecting 
the  infernal  iiiachinations  of  Toicnsend.  His  diabolical 
scheme,  since  the  departure  of  our  first  express  to  you,  is 
inconlestably  confirmed.  We  received  intelligence,  about 
twelve  o'clock  on  Friday  night  last,  that  he,  with  about 
seventeen  of  his  wicked  associates,  had  seized  upon  a  small 
vessel  in  our  river,  and  had  jMoceeded  down  to  the  nioulli 
thereof,  on  his  way  to  the  men  of  war,  but  that  he  got 
aground  on  the  mud  flats  which  make  off  from  the  same  ; 
in  consequence  of  which,  about  one  in  the  morning,  we 
sent  oft'  a  detachment  of  about  forty  men,  of  our  militia, 
well  equipped,  under  the  Captains  Done  and  Hopewell,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  apprehend  them  ;  but,  although  every 
])ossible  despatch  was  used  in  getting  down,  they  were 
imlbrtunately  got  otT  and  gone  before  our  detachment  ar- 
rived. 

^Ve  have  had  near  one  thousand  armed  men  convened 
at  Snoiv  Hill  this  week,  from  this  and  the  neighbouring 
County,  {Somerset,)  gentlemen  of  the  first  character  in 
each,  who  manifested  a  very  becoming  spirit  upon  the  oc- 
casion. 

We  have  alarmed  the  neighbouring  Counties  of  Virginia 
on  this  shore ;  and  in  case  Townsend  should,  by  contrary 
winds  or  distress  of  weather,  be  compelled  to  put  into  any 
of  their  harbours  upon  his  return,  believe  the  strictest  vigi- 
lance will  be  observed. 

We  have  just  resolved  to  fit  out  a  small  privateer  imme- 
diately, if  we  can  possibly  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
ammunition  for  that  purpose,  with  about  forty  or  fifty  men, 
well  equipped  with  small  arms,  and  some  few  swivel  guns 
which  we  liave  in  our  possession,  to  cruise  oft"  the  niouili 
of  our  river,  to  endeavour  to  intercept  them  on  their  return. 
We  entertain  so  sanguine  an  opinion  of  (he  intrepidity  and 
resolution  of  our  men,  that  we  doubt  not  of  their  ability  to 
cope  with  any  tender,  in  case  that  Townsend  should  come 
so  attended. 

We  would  observe,  gentlemen,  that  Captain  Hopewell, 
the  bearer  hereof,  is  elected  Captain  of  our  Minute  Coni- 
jiany,  and  that  the  Couqiany  lias  been  properly  enrolled, 
and  approved  of  by  us,  and  expect  commissions  will  he 
issued  to  him  and  the  other  oliicers  of  said  Company,  and 
that  they  may  receive  their  proportion  of  the  Province 
arms.  We  are  much  distressed  for  arms  and  ammunition. 
If  you  can  procure  us  any,  pray  let  them  be  despatched 
immediately,  as  we  know  not  how  great  call  we  may  have 
for  them,  in  case  that  Townsend  should  return,  accompanied 
as  you  are  already  informed. 

We  don't  know,  from  the  alarms  we  have  already 
given  you,  but  you  may  liave  despatched  a  number  of 
forces  to  our  assistance.  If  that  should  be  the  case,  we 
shall  know  how  to  direct  them  ;  but  if  they  are  not  already 
on  their  march,  we  at  present  think  that  more  than  one 
good  Company  would  be  unnecessary.  AVe  can  with  plea- 
sure assure  you,  we  have  conducted  matters  this  week  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  effect  almost  a  total  reformation  amongst 


our  disaffected   people  to  the  cause,  (at  least  to  outward 
appearance.) 

From  the  deposition  you  have  already  had  of  Mrs. 
Robins,  you  may,  perhaps,  think  it  strange  we  have  not 
given  him  the  same  conveyance  with  Gibbs  and  S/iockly. 
In  answer  to  which,  we  at  present  inform  you,  we  have 
apprehended  him,  and  in  our  next  corresiiondence  will  in- 
form you  the  particulars  of  our  conduct  with  respect  to 

By  order  of  the  Committee: 

Benton  Harris,  Chairman. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  tXlicers  of  the  Minute  Com- 
pany : 

William  Hopeirell,  Captain  ;  Barnaby  Tiirncll  ('annon, 
Lieutenant;  Solomon  Long,  Lieutenant;  Ltein  Handy, 
Ensign. 

The  following  Depositions  are  those  referic<!  to  in  the 
aforegoing  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  (Vurcesteri^onn- 
ty: 

Xovcmbcr  IM,  1775. 

Deposition  of  Isaac  Hammond,  of  lawful  age,  being 
called  on  by  the  Committee  of  Observation  of  Worcester 
County,  deposeth  and  saith  :  That  about  four  weeks  ago 
he  went  to  a  certain  Henry  Parker^s,  where  he  understood 
a  number  of  people  were  to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  into  an  association  contrary  to  the  General  Asso- 
ciation of  this  Province,  and  that  he  believes  there  might 
have  been  about  thirty  or  forty  people,  and  that  a  certain 
article  of  agreement  or  association  was  handed  about  for 
the  people  to  sign,  the  substance  of  which  this  deponent 
understood  was,  that  all  those  persons  w  ho  signed  the  same 
bound  themselves  to  stand  together  in  behalf  of  their  King, 
and  were  to  oppose  the  measures  of  the  Committee,  and 
to  support  each  other,  and  to  be  in  readiness,  in  twenty- 
four  hours'  warning,  to  rescue  any  one  of  their  number 
who  should  happen  to  be  called  on  by  the  Committee, 
and  to  resist  any  attempts  to  apprehend  or  seize  any  of 
their  said  number,  and  that  there  was  about  seventy  who 
had  subscribed  the  same ;  and  that  a  certain  Benjamin 
Shockly  was  jirincipally  active  in  handing  about  tlie  said 
association,  and  encouraging  the  people  to  sign  the  saine  ; 
and  ad\ised  theni  not  to  sign  the  General  Association  of 
the  Province.  Isaac  Hammond. 

Sworn  before  Jorcpn  Dashiell. 


The  deposition  of  ./o/(/)  i}(n'/s,  of  lawful  age,  being  call- 
ed on  by  the  Committee  of  Worcester  County,  de|ioseth 
and  saith  :  That  about  four  weeks  ago  a  certain  Benjamin 
Shockly  was  up  at  this  deponent's  mill,  and  they  were  talk- 
ing of  the  Provincial  Association  ;  and  Shockly  told  this 
deiionent,  thai  if  any  persons  who  bad  signed  the  same 
were  sorry  for  what  they  had  done,  he,  if  they  would  come 
to  him,  would  clear  them  from  it.  1       •  T)    -  <. 


Sworn  before 


Joseph  Dashiell. 


Novoinber  19,  1775. 
The  deposition  of  Suiith  Lingo,  of  lawful  age,  being 
called  upon  by  the  Committee  of  Worcester  County,  de- 
poseth and  saith  :  That  about  three  or  four  weeks  ago 
this  deponent  was  at  the  house  of  William  Dykes,  where 
he  met  with  Benjamin  Shockly,  and  Shockly  asked  him 
if  he  was  not  one  of  the  damned  Associators.  He,  this 
deponent,  replied,  why,  what  if  I  am  ?  Why,  said  Shockly, 
tliey  are  not  worth  a  damn,  or  words  to  that  purpose; 
Shockly  lak'mg  up  a  broad  axe,  at  the  same  lime,  lold  this 
deponent  not  to  say  another  word,  or  he  would  split  his 
brains  open,  or  any  that  did  sign  the  Association.  That 
this  deponent,  at  sundry  limes  before,  had  setn  the  said 
Shockly  very  violent  in  condemning  and  ihreatening  othei 
people  on  the  same  account.  g^^^^^^  ^ingo. 

Joseph  Dashiell. 


Sworn  beiore 


nbcr  20, 


fi'illium  Richardson,  of  lawful  age,  being  called  on  by 
the  Committee  of  Worcester  County,  deposeth  and  saith': 
That  about  six  weeks  ago,  as  he  came  up  the  river  by  Mr. 
Gibbs' s  house,  he  came  to  anchor  at  the  said  Gibbs' s  landing, 
and  the  said  Gibbs  came  on  heard  this  deponent's  vessel, 
and  staid   two  or  three  hour^,  during  which  time  the  saitl 
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Gibbs,  on  conversing  with  this  deponent  on  the  American 
disputes  with  Great  Britain,  expressed  liiinself  very  warm- 
ly in  \.he  American  cause.  This  deponent,  after  expressing 
IJis  own  sentiments  upon  the  occasion,  said  Gibbs  told  him 
he  could  make  free  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  his  mind  to 
l,j,n.  William  Richabdson. 

Sworn  hefore  Joseph  Dashiell. 

Tliursday,  November  30,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Eastern  Shore  branch  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safely  of  Maryland,  at  Talbot  County  Court-House, 
by  adjournment,  were  present,  the  following  Members, 
viz:  James  Hollyday,  Richard  Lloyd,  Edicard  Lloyd, 
Thomas  Smyth,  He7iry  Hooper,  Esquires. 

William  Hindman,  having  previously  subscribed  the 
Association,  was  qualified  as  Clerk  to  this  Council,  before 
William  Hayivard,  Esq.,  by  taking  the  oath  prescribed 
by  the  Convention. 

Captain  Thomas  Ennalls,  of  the  Cambridge  Blues,  pro- 
duced to  the  Council  a  |)aper  writing,  hereto  annexed, 
purporting  to  be  the  Commitment  of  Abraham  Gibbi  and 
Benjamin  Shockhj,  together  with  the  bodies  of  the  said 
Gibbs  and  Shockly ;  and  a  Letter  from  the  Connnittee  of 
Observation  for  //'orces^er County,  and  simdry  Depositions 
relating  to  the  said  Gibbs  atul  Shockly  were  communi- 
cated to  the  Council  and  read:  and  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Gibbs  and  Shockly  be  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  the  Committee  of  Observation 
for  Talbot  County,  to  be  kept  under  a  safe  guard,  and 
produced  to  tiiis  Council  at  their  sitting  at  this  place  to- 
morrow, and  the  said  Captain  Ennalls  is  discharged  of  the 
custody  of  the  said  Gibbs  and  Shockly. 

The  Board  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  December  1,  1775. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment :  Present  as 
yesterday. 

Letter  from  Robert  Gohlsborough  to  the  Eastern  Shore 
Council  of  Safety:  ^a  ■,—. 

■'  November  30,  1/ 15. 

Gentlemen:  I  fully  designed  attending  the  Council  of 
Safety  this  day,  and  got  as  far  as  Mr.  Ennalls's  on  my  way, 
last  night,  and  sent  my  horses  and  carriage  over  the  river, 
but  was  again  attacked  last  night  with  another  lit  of  the 
gout,  which  renders  me  unable  to  attend.  I  have  sent  you 
enclosed  two  letters,  which  came  to  my  hands  since  1  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  one  of  which  contains  the  de- 
positions taken  by  the  Commiltee  of  Worcester  County, 
against  the  two  men  who  were  sent  over  yesterday. 

I  gave  notice  to  the  Committee  of  Worcester,  that  the 
witnesses  against  them  should  attend  you  this  day  in  person; 
and  1  also  sent  an  ex|)ress  with  the  letter  to  the  Somirsct 
Committee,  desiring  the  witnesses  to  attend  against  .'i/A'/n- 
son;  and  I  am  informed,  by  the  express  1  sent  down,  that 
they  will  all  be  up  agreeable  to  the  order. 

Enclosed  is  also  a  receipt  for  the  powder  and  lead  which 
Captain  Campbell  gave  the  man  who  carried  it  to  I'ienna  ; 
the  man  lost  it  on  the  road,  anil  it  was  found  and  sent 
to  me. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obeilient  servant, 

Robert  Goldsboroi'(;h. 

Isaac  Atkinson,  who  at  the  last  sitting  of  this  Board,  at 
Chestcrtown,  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Observation  for  Kent  County,  was  brought  before 
this  Board,  in  the  custody  of  the  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion for  Talbot  County  :  and 

Thereupon,  the  Board  proceeded  to  take  the  Depositions 
of  Thomas  Sidles,  William  Dashietl,  (I'corge  Ayres,  and 
Littleton  Ayres,  the  only  witnesses  who  appear  against 
the  said  Atkinson.  And  took  the  Depositions  of  the  said 
Thomas  Shiles  and  Jt'illiam  Dashietl,  and  then  took  the 
Deposition  of  William  Stewart,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
Atkinson ;  which  Depositions  were  taken  in  the  presence 
of  the  said  Atkinson,  and  are  hereunto  annexed. 

The  said  Atkinson  was  then  recommitted  to  the  custo- 
dy of  the  (.'ommittee  of  Talbot  County  aforesaid,  to  be 
brought  before  the  Board  to-morrow  morning,  at  their  sit- 
ting at  this  place. 

The  Board  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 


Saturday,  December  2,  1775. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment :  Present  as 
yesterday. 

Isaac  Atkinson  was  brought  before  the  Board,  in  <;usto- 
ily  as  aforesaid. 

The  Board  took  the  Deposition  of  George  Ayres  and 
Littleton  Ayres,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  Atkinson ; 
which  De])ositions  are  hereunto  annexed. 

The  Depositions  aforesaid  were  then  read  to  the  said 
Atkinson,  and  he  was  informed  that  he  might  now  make 
his  defence  against  the  charge  exhibited  against  him,  as 
stated  in  the  proceedings  of  this  Board  al  Chcstertoim ; 
which  charge  was  now  again  recited  to  the  said  Atkinson. 

And  the  said  Atkinson,  having  made  his  defence,  with- 
drew, in  custody  of  the  Committee  last  aforesaid. 

The  Board  then  took  into  consideration  the  charge  afore- 
said, against  the  said  Atkinson,  the  Depositions  aforesaid, 
taken  yesterday  and  this  day,  and  the  defence  made  by 
the  said  Atkinson. 

And,  after  full  consideration  thereof,  the  Board  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  said  Laac  Atkinson  hath,  since  the  break- 
king  up  of  the  last  Provincial  Convention  of  this  Province, 
been  raising  a  Company  in  Somerset  County,  to  oppose 
the  measures  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  Conven- 
tion of  this  Province  ;  and  hath  declared  he  would  protect 
any  set  of  men  who  would  not  sign  the  Association. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Atkinson  hath  there- 
by been  guilty  of  an  high  and  dangerous  offence,  tending 
to  disunite  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  in  their  pre- 
sent opposition. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Isaac  Atkinson  he 
closely  imprisoned  in  the  house  of  the  Sheriff  of  Talbot 
County  aforesaid,  in  the  custody  of  the  said  Sherilf,  until 
the  l(jth  day  of  this  instant  December,  unless  the  next 
Convention  shall  sooner  rise;  and  if  the  next  Convention 
shall  sooner  rise,  then  until  the  rising  of  the  next  Conven- 
tion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Tal- 
bot County  do  forthwith  deliver  the  said  Isaac  Atkinson 
into  the  custody  of  the  Sheritt'of  Talbot  County  aforesaid, 
to  be  imprisoned  as  aforesaid,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
following  Commitment : 

"By  the  Eastern  Shore  branch  of  the  Council  of  Safty, 
of  i\L\RVLA.M),  the  ^(l  day  of  December,  1775: 
"  Ordered,  That  the  Sheriff  of  Talbot  County  receive 
into  his  custody,  from  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Talbot  County,  the  body  of  Isaac  Atkinson,  to  be  by  the 
said  Sherill'  closely  imprisoned  in  the  house  of  him,  the 
said  Sheriff,  and  in  his  custody,  until  the  IGih  day  of  this 
instant  December,  uidess  the  next  Convention  shall  sooner 
rise;  and  if  the  next  Convention  shall  sooner  rise,  then  until 
the  rising  of  the  next  Convention." 

The  said  Isaac  Atkinson  was  then  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  :  and  being  before  the  Board,  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Board  were  communicated  to  him,  and  a  copy  of  the  com- 
mitment aforesaid  was  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation for  Talbot  County. 

Abraham  Gibbs  w'as  brought  before  the  Board  ;  and 
u|)on  considering  the  Aflidavits  transmitted  to  the  Board 
by  the  Committee  of  Observation  lor  Worcester  Count\  , 
relative  to  the  saiti  Gibbs, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Gibbs  be  discharged  out  of  cus- 
tody. 

The  Board  look  into  consideration  the  Represenlaliun 
of  the  Committee  of  Worcester  County,  against  Benjamin 
Shockly,  and  the  Depositions  transmitted  by  them  to  the 
Board,  relative  to  the  said  Shockly ;  and  thereiqjon. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Shockly  be  delivered 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Talbot  County,  into 
the  custody  of  Captain  Greenbury  Goldsborough,  of  Tal- 
bot ('ount\,  to  bo  by  him  sent  under  safe  guard  to  Captain 
Thomas  Ennalls,  of  Dorchester  County  ;  to  be  by  the  said 
Captain  Ennalls  sent  under  safe  guard  to  Captain  James 
Campbell,  at  Vienna;  and  by  the  said  Captain  Campbell 
to  be  sent  under  safe  guard  to  the  Committee  of  U'orcester 
County  aforesaid;  and  that  the  said  Committee  of  l\or- 
cestcr  County  keep  the  said  Benjamin  Shockly  in  safe  cus- 
tody until  the  next  Convention  shall  take  order  in  the  pre- 
mises. 
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Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  order  be  dehvered 
to  the  Committee  of  Talbot  County  aforesaid,  to  be  trans- 
mitted, with  the  said  Sliockly,  to  the  Committee  of  JVor- 
ccste'r  County  aforesaid. 

Two  Letters  from  tiie  Committee  of  IVorccslcr  County, 
dated  the  17th  and  20lh  of  JSovembcr  last,  were  read,  and 
the  following  answer  was  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
said  Committee : 

By  tlie  Eastern  Slioro  l)raiieli  of  the  Conneil  of  ) 
Safety  of  Maryland,  December  2,  1775.       ^ 

Gentlemen:  There  being  no  evidences  sent  up  against 
IScnjaniin  Shockly,  to  prove  tiie  charge  exhibited  by  you 
against  liim,  and  it  being  now  too  late  to  expect  such  wit- 
nesses, as  the  powers  of  this  Board  determine,  by  the  meet- 
ing of  tiie  next  Convention,  which  is  appointed  for  3Ion- 
d(ty  next,  the  Board  have  sent  iiini  bacli  to  yon,  to  remain 
in  your  safe  custody,  until  the  Convention  shall  take  oidur 
relative  to  him. 

The  Board  recommend  to  you  to  lay  the  state  of  your 
County  before  the  Convention  as  speedily  as  possible. 

They  doubt  not  you  have  already  received  the  powder 
and  lead  sent  you  from  Chestcrtowii,  and  they  have  it  not 
in  their  power  to  do  more  at  inesent. 

Signed  by  order:  -..r  u  r^?    i 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  fVorcester  County. 
Two  Letters  from  the  Committee  of  Somerset  County 
were  read,  and   the  following   Answer  was  ordered  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  said  Committee: 

By  the  Eisteni  Shore  brancli  of  tlie  Council  of  ) 
.Safety  of  Maryland,  D.'cjniber  2,  1775.       \ 

Gentlemen:  This  Board  have  received  your  letters, 
one  dated  the  "^Olh  November,  the  other  without  date.  The 
Board  have  directed  one  barrel  of  powder  and  three  hundred 
weight  of  lead  to  be  forwarded,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the 
care  of  Mr.  Robert  Harruon,  near  Cnmbiidgc,  where  it  is 
expected  it  may  arrive  by  Thursdaij  next ;  and  it  is  recom- 
mended to  you  to  have  some  person  there  to  receive  it  at 
that  time.  This  is  all  the  Board  can  do  at  present ;  but 
liiey  doubt  not  you  will  make  the  earliest  representation 
possible,  of  your  situation,  to  the  next  Convention,  which 
is  appointed  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

As  to  Captain  Gunby's  Company,  this  Board  do  not 
think  they  have  any  powers  which  will  justify  them  in 
granting  commissions,  approving  the  form  of  enrollment,  or 
putting  them  into  pay,  no  such  power  being  given  to  the 
separate  branches  of  the  Council  of  Safety;  but  they  doubt 
not  that  the  Convention,  upon  representation  to  thejn, 
will  immediately  do  what  they  shall  think  necessary  and 
proper.  Signed  by  order :  '  ^y^^  Hindman,  Clerk. 
To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Somerset  County. 

Ordered,  That  one  barrel  of  Powder  and  three  hundred 
weight  of  Lead  be,  as  soon  as  possible,  sent,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Thomas  Smyth,  Escj.,  a  Member  of  this  Board, 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  Robert  Harrison,  near  Cambridge,  to 
be  delivered  to  the  order  of  the  CoiuwuUec  of  Somerset 
County  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Shore  pay 
to  Thomas  Smyth,  Esq.,  or  liis  order,  the  sum  of  sixteen 
Pounds,  two  Shillings,  and  eleven  Pence,  out  of  the  Bills 
of  Credit  in  his  bands,  for  the  expense  of  sending  Powder 
and  Lead  to  Dorehcster  County  and  U'oreester  County, 
agreeable  to  the  order  of  this  Board,  at  their  last  sitting  at 
(Jhestertown,  as  per  accounts  produced. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Jl'illiam  Ilind- 
man,  for  his  services  as  Clerk  to  this  Board,  and  for  I'aper, 
the  sum  of  three  l^ounds,  out  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  in  hii 
hands. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  jiay  to  John  Jackson, 
for  his  services  as  Doorkeeper,  fifteen  Shillings,  out  of  the 
Bills  of  Credit  in  his  hands. 

Signed  by  order:  Wm.  Hindman,  Clerk. 


The  Commitment   of  Abrah 
Shockly : 


(iilibs  and  Benjamin 


Dorchester  County  Committee  Chamber,  ? 
Cambridge,  November  23,  1775.       I 

Abraham  Gibbs  and  Benjamin  Shockly  being,  by  order 
f  the  Committee  of  IVorcestcr  County,  sent  under  guard 


of  Captain  Jl'illiam  Hopeivell,  and  part  of  his  Company, 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  to  answer  charges 
against  them  of  opposing  the  present  measures  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  and  Convention  of  this  Province,  acting 
a  part  inimical  to  the  common  cause  of  America,  and  en- 
deavouiing  to  stir  up  sedition  and  disunion  among  the  peo- 
ple, were  delivered  to  the  care  of  Thomas  Ennalls,  Cap- 
tain of  the  Cambridge  Blues,  who  this  day  produces  them 
before  this  Committee. 

And  thereupon  it  is  ordered  by  said  Committee,  that 
the  said  Captain  Thomas  Ennalls  keep  them  (the  said 
Gibbs  and  Shockly)  in  safe  custody,  so  that  he  have  them 
at  Talbot  Court-House  on  Thursday  ne^il,  or  as  soon  there- 
after as  he  can,  and  then  deliver  them  to  the  Council  of 
Safety,  who  are  expected  will  be  then  sitting  there  ;  or,  if 
they  should  not  be  sitling,  to  the  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion of  Talbot  County. 

Per  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Thomas  F.  Eccleston,  Clerk. 

Depositions  of  Witnesses  against  Isaac  Atkinson: 

The  dcposilion  of  Thomas  Shiles,  taken  before  the  East- 
ern Shore  branch  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland, 
at  Talbot  County  Court-House,  on  Friday,  the  first  day  of 
December,  1775,  in  the  presence  of  Isaac  Atkinson,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  :  That,  in  the  montli 
of  September  last,  he  was  at  a  meeting  of  Captain  George 
Day  Scott's  Company,  at  the  lower  ferry  of  Ificomieo 
River,  in  Somerset  County,  to  which  Company  this  depo- 
nent anfl  the  said  Isaac  Atkinson  had  belonged,  in  order 
to  enroll  under  the  resolves  of  the  late  Convention,  and  lo 
choose  ofticers. 

That  this  deponent  was  ordered  to  beat  to  arms;  and 
upon  his  beating  to  arms,  part  of  the  Company  drew  up  as 
usual  under  Captain  >S'cor^  but  that  about  one-half  or  more 
of  them  drew  iij)  apart,  under  the  said  Atkinson,  as  their 
Captain,  wearing  red  cockades  instead  of  black,  which  they 
had  formerly  worn. 

That  this  deponent  had  been  infoi-med  that  the  said  At- 
kinson had  ordered  his  men  to  bring  sharp  flints  in  their 
guns  that  day. 

That  upon  the  separation  of  the  Company,  those  under 
Captain  Scott  grounded  their  arms  ;  and  this  deponent  went 
up  to  the  said  Atkinson,  and  told  him  he  had  been  informed 
by  one  of  his  (Atkinson's)  Company,  that  he  had  ordered 
iiis  men  to  bring  sharp  flints  in  their  guns  that  day,  and 
asked  him  whether  he  was  raising  his  Company  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  resolves  of  the  Congress  and  Provincial  Con- 
vention ;  to  which  Atkinson  answered,  he  w  as.  That  this 
deponent  repeated  the  cjuestion,  and  bid  Atkinson  answer 
boldly,  and  he  again  answered,  he  was. 

This  deponent  thereupon  asked  Atkinson  if  he  expected 
to  carry  his  point  by  that  handful  of  men;  to  which  u^r- 
kinson  answered,  he  could  have  five  hundred  men  to  back 
him  by  that  day  week,  and  offered  to  bet  a  doubloon  of  it. 
That  thereupon  IVilliam  Hickman,  one  of  the  men  that 
drew  up  under  Atkinson,  said,  yes,  a  thousand  men,  ten  to 
one,  if  they  are  wanted  ;  for  he  is  the  man  that  has  opened 
our  eyes,  and  he  is  the  man  that  ought  to  be  upheld. 

That  to  this  deponent's  observation  about  the  sharp 
flints,  Atkinson  said  he  intended  to  burn  jiowder  that  day, 
and  showed  this  deponent  a  small  horn  with  some  powder 
in  it.  The  horn,  this  deponent  supposes,  might  hold  a  quar- 
ter of  a  pound  of  powder,  when  hill,  but  that  it  was  not  full. 

And  this  deponent  saith  he  saw  no  other  ammunition,  of 
any  kind,  among  the  Company  that  were  with  Atkinson, 
and  has  no  reason  to  believe  there  was  any.  That  at  the 
time  of  this  conversation  between  the  deponent  and  the 
said  Atkinson,  Atkinson  appeared  to  be  very  cool  and 
calm,  and  that  this  deponent  distinctly  heard  what  the  said 
Atkinson  said. 

This  deponent  further  saith,  tliat  when  tlie  said  Atkin- 
son was  before  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Soinersct 
County,  he  was  asked  by  them  whether  he  would  make 
concessions  ;  and  that  if  he  would,  the  first  thing  to  be 
done  was  to  sign  the  Association,  and  asked  him  if  he 
would  sign  it;  to  \vh\ch  Atkinson  answered,  he  did  not 
choose  to  sign  it ;  that  he  looked  upon  it,  it  must  come  to 
a  battle  among  themselves,  and  it  was  no  matter  how  soon 
the  day  was  appointed. 
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This  deponent,  upon  being  asked  by  ilie  said  Atkinson 
whether  at  the  lime  of  the  conversation  between  them, 
above  related,  liiere  was  not  a  great  noise  and  hubbub 
among  the  people  present,  answers  that  there  was. 

ThTs  deponent  saith,  that  he  does  not  know  that  all  the 
people  who  joined  the  said  Atkinson,  as  aforesaid,  had  red 
cockades,  but  that  most  of  them  had. 

The  deposition  of  Jf'illiam  Dashicll,  taken  before  the 
Eastern  Shore  branch  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Mary- 
land, at  Talbot  County  Court-House,  on  Friilay,  the  first 
day  of  DcccHiicr,  177.5,  in  the  presence  oi  Isaac  Atkin- 
son, who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  :  That  he 
was  present  at  a  meeting  of  Captain  George  Day  Scott's 
Company,  at  the  lower  ferry  on  li'icomico  River,  in  Sorner- 
sct  County,  some  time  in  September  last,  in  order  to  clioose 
officers,  agreeably  to  the  resolves  of  the  last  Convention. 
That  the  drummer  was  ordered  to  beat  to  arms  ;  and  upon 
his  beating  to  arms,  part  of  the  Company  filed  in  under 
arms  and  went  through  part  of  the  exercise.]  That  Isaac 
Atkinson,  now  present,  had  been,  before  that  time,  a  Ser- 
geant in  Captain  Scott's  Company,  but  did  not  then  join 
those  who  were  drawn  up  as  aforesaid. 

That  a  dispute  arising  between  Thomas  Brumfield,  a 
private  in  Captain  Scott's  Company,  and  the  said  Isaac  At- 
kinson, Thomas  Shiles,  the  Adjutant  to  the  said  Company, 
ordered  the  men  to  ground  arms,  which  they  did  ;  and  Mr. 
Shiles  went  up  to  the  said  Atkinson,  with  whom  about 
one-half  of  the  Company,  that  had  niustered  formerly 
under  Captain  Scott,  had  separated  themselves  from  tho^e 
who  were  under  arms  as  aforesaid,  and  asked  him  what  he 
was  after ;  whether  he  intended  to  raise  a  Company  to  join 
the  common  cause  o(  America,  or  to  oppose  the  resolves 
of  the  Continental  Congress  and  the  Provincial  Conven- 
tion ;  to  which  the  said  Atkinson  answered,  that  it  was  not 
to  join  but  to  oppose  the  Congress  and  Convention,  for  that 
he  did  not  like  any  of  their  proceedings,  or  any  thing  they 
liad  done  ;  which  tliis  deponent  cannot  certainly  recollect. 
That  thereupon,  George  JVhitear  stepped  up,  and  told  the 
said  Atkinson  that  if  he  gained  his  point,  it  would  not  be 
with  honour;  by  which  expression,  "  gaining  his  point," 
this  deponent  understood  the  saiil  Atkinson  s  endeavouring 
to  get  part  of  Captain  Scott's  Company  to  choose  him  for 
their  Captain.  That  the  said  Atkinson  thereupon  put  his 
liand  in  his  pocket,  and  offered  the  said  fVhitear  to  lay  him 
a  doubloon  that  he  would,  by  that  day  week,  have  three 
hundred  or  five  hundred  men  (which  number  of  tlie  two 
deponent  cannot  certainly  say)  to  join  him  in  his  opposi- 
tion. That  this  deponent  told  the  said  Atkinson,  who 
appeared  to  him  to  be  in  a  passion,  tliat  he  would  be  sorry 
for  the  expressions  he  had  used  that  day;  and  that  the  said 
Atkinson,  without  making  any  answer,  turned  about  and 
walked  away  to  his  Company. 

That  some  time  about  ten  days  after,  this  deponent  was 
riding  the  road  with  the  said  Atkinson,  and  having  been  in- 
formed that  the  said  Atkinson  had  denied  he  had  made 
use  of  the  expressions  above  related,  at  the  meeting  at 
fVicomico  Ferry,  deponent  asked  the  said  Atkinson  if  he 
had  denied  it;  and  the  said  AtL-insnn  thereupon  said  he 
did  not  remember  that  he  had  maile  use  of  the  said  ex- 
pressions. 

This  deponent,  upon  being  asked  by  tiie  said  Atkinson 
whether  any  of  the  said  persons  who  joined  him  with  dif- 
frent  coloured  cockades  than  black,  had  formerly  been  of 
Captain  Scott's  Company,  saith  he  cannot  say,  having  him- 
self been  for  some  time  prevented  from  attending  the  Com- 
pany by  sickness  ;  but  that  several  of  those  wdio  had  been 
of  Captain  Scott's  Company  did  join  him,  (the  said  Atkin- 
son,) and  that  a  great  many  of  them  had  since  cnme  back, 
on  Saturday  last,  to  Captain  Scott's  Company.  That,  after 
Atkinson  left  the  Company  at  the  ferry,  many  of  the  peo- 
ple that  had  joined  him  enrolled  in  Captain  Scott's  Com- 
pany, though  they  did  not  muster  in  his  Company  till 
Saturday  last;  Init  this  deponent  has  been  informed  that, 
after  their  enrollment  in  Captain  Scott's  Company,  they 
mustered  under  the  said  Atkinson. 

This  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  never  heard  the 
said  Atkinson  say  any  thing  disres])ectful  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Congress  or  Convention,  but  at  the  meeting  at 
}Vicomico  Ferry,  as  aforesaid,  though  he  hath  had  fre(iuent 
conversations  with  the  said  Atkinson  upon  that  subject. 


before  the  meeting  of  the  last  Convention,  but  that  he 
hath  had  no  conversation  with  him  upon  the  subject,  since 
the  last  Convention,  but  as  above  stated. 

This  deponent,  being  asked  by  said  Atkinson  whether 
there  was  not  much  noise  and  disturbance  among  the  peo- 
ple at  the  time  of  the  conversation  and  transaction  at  fVi- 
comico Ferry,  above  related,  saith  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  disturbance  and  confusion  among  the  people,  which  he 
believes  was  occasioned  by  their  different  sentiments,  some 
desiring  to  choose  Captain  Scott,  and  others  the  said  At- 
kinson, for  their  Captain. 

The  deposition  of  George  Ay  res,  taken  before  the  East- 
ern Shore  branch  of  the  Council  of  Safety  o{  Maryland, 
at  Talbot  County  Court-Mouse,  on  Saturday,  the  second 
day  of  December,  1775,  in  the  presence  of  Isaac  Atkinson, 
who,  being  didy  sworn,  deposeth  anfl  saith  :  That  some 
time  after  the  Association  formed  by  the  last  Convention 
came  over  to  Somerset  County,  and  this  deponent  believes 
in  September  last,  he  was  riding  the  road  with  Isaac  At- 
kinson, now  present,  and  a  conversation  arose  between 
them,  concerning  the  said  Association  ;  that  the  said  Atkin- 
son told  this  deponent  he  (Atkinson)  did  not  approve  of 
it,  and  that  he  should  not  sign  it,  and  that  he  had  the 
opinion  of  as  knowing  a  man,  and  a  man  of  as  great  pro- 
perty, as  any  in  the  County,  to  go  on  in  the  manner  he  was 
then  in ;  that  immediately  after,  the  conversation  was  broke 
off,  by  other  company  joining  them. 

This  dejionent  saith,  that  he  did  not  at  that  time  under- 
stand, nor  did  the  said  Atkinson  explain,  what  he  meant 
by  "  the  manner  he  was  then  in;"  but,  from  the  said  At- 
kinson's conduct  afterwards,  he  imagined  the  said  expres- 
sion was  in  reference  of  the  said  Atkinson's  purpose  to 
raise  a  Company. 

This  deponent  saith,  he  was  present  at  the  meeting  at 
JVicomico  Ferry,  mentioned  in  the  depositions  of  Thomas 
Shiles  and  iVilliam  Dashiell,  taken  yesterday,  and  having 
been  told  that  the  said  Atkinson  had  ordered  the  men  who 
appeared  for  him  that  day  to  bring  sharp  Hints  in  their  guns, 
he  went  up  to  the  said  Atkinson,  and  asked  him  what  he 
meant  by  ordering  his  men  to  appear  with  sharp  flints  in 
their  guns  ;  to  which  said  Atkinson  answered,  he  intended 
to  shoot,  as  a  huzza,  at  the  breaking  up  of  his  Company. 

This  deponent,  being  asked  by  said  Atkinson  what  he 
hath  heard  him  say  at  any  time  respecting  the  dispute  be- 
tween Great  Britainand  America,  saith,  that  he  hath  had 
frequent  conversations  with  the  said  Atkinson  upon  that 
subject,  and  that  the  said  Atkinson  hath  always  expressed 
his  opinion  to  be,  that  it  was  a  religious  dispute  and  a  Pres- 
byterian scheme;  that  these  conversations  have  been  both 
before  and  since  the  last  Convention. 

This  deponent  saith,  that  at  the  first  forming  of  Cap- 
tain George  Day  Scott's  Company,  the  said  Atkinson  en- 
rolled in  it,  and  was  chosen  one  of  the  Sergeants  thereof, 
and  often  attended  the  musters  of  said  Company,  before  tlie 
new  regulation,  and  contributed  to  the  purchase  of  colours 
and  fife  for  the  said  Company  ;  that  the  said  Atkinson  hath 
mentioned  to  this  deponent  his  o|iinion,  that  the  present 
dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  America  was  about 
religion,  and  was  a  Presbyterian  scheme,  before  his  enroll- 
ment in  Ca|)tain  Scott's  Company  as  aforesaid  ;  that  this 
deponent  never  heard  the  said  Atkinson  speak  against  the 
interest  oi' America,  otherwise  than  by  speaking  against  liie 
pioceedings  of  the  Convention. 

The  deposition  of  Littleton  Ayres,  taken  before  the 
Eastern  Shore  branch  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Mary- 
land, at  Talbot  County  Court-Honse,  on  Saturday,  the 
second  d?Ky  of  December,  177.5,  in  the  presence  of /sfrrtc 
Atkinson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de|)oseth  and  saith:  That 
soon  after  the  Association  formed  by  the  last  Convention 
was  brought  over  to  Somerset  County,  this  dejionent  was 
at  li'icomico  Lower  Ferry,  in  company  with  Isaac  Atkin- 
son, now  present,  and  sundry  other  persons;  that  several 
persons  then  present  had  just  been  reading  the  said  Asso- 
ciation, and  in  conversation  about  it,  the  said  Atkinson  said 
he  never  would  sign  it,  and  that  he  would  protect  any 
set  of  men  that  would  not  sign  it.  That  the  said  Atkin- 
son did  not  say  how  or  in  what  manner  he  would  protect 
them,  but  that  this  deponent  did  sup|)ose  he  meant  to  pro- 
tect, by  arms,  any  persons  against  whom  force  should  be 
used  to  compel   them   to  sign.     That  this  deponent  was 
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Second  Lieutenant  to  Captain  Scotl's  Company  at  the  first 
forming  of  it,  and  is  now  ;  and  that  between  the  time  of  the 
conversation  with  the  said  Atkinson,  above  related,  and  tiie 
time  of  the  new  enrollment,  the  said  Aikinson  (who  was  a 
Sergeant  in  the  said  Company)  did  not  attend  the  muster 
so  constantly  as  many  others  did,  though  he  thinks  as  con- 
stantly as  he  used  to  do  belbre. 

This  deponent  saith  he  was  present  at  the  meeting  at 
Wicomico  Lower  Feriy,  mentioned  in  the  depositions  of 
Thomas  Shiles  and  ll'illinm  Dashiell,  taken  yesterday; 
tliat  several  men  that  had  not  been  at  Captain  Scott's  Com- 
pany, (he  thinks  about  eight  or  ten,)  ajipeared  there  with 
red  cockades  in  their  hats,  and  that  part  of  Captain  Scott's 
Company  appeared  with  oak  boughs  in  their  hats.  That 
the  druuniicr  was  ordered  to  beat  to  arms,  and  did  so;  and 
thereupon,  part  of  Captain  Scott's  Company,  about  twenty 
or  thirty  men,  filed  in  under  Captain  Scott  on  one  side  of 
a  road,  and  that  those  with  oak  boughs  in  their  hats,  about 
seven  or  eight,  drew  up  with  the  men  wlio  had  red  cock- 
ades, on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  with  the  said  Atkin- 
son. That  Captain  Scott  stej)ped  up  to  Atkinson,  and 
asked  the  peo|)le  in  what  he  had  offended  them,  that  they 
should  llien  refuse  to  muster  under  him,  as  they  had  for- 
merly chosen  him  their  Captain.  That  what  answer  yJ?- 
kinson  niade,  or  whether  he  made  any,  deponent  cannot 
certainly  say,  as  the  Company  presently  crowded  in  about 
them,  and  there  was  great  noise  and  confusion. 

This  ile|)onent  saith,  tliat  among  the  Comjiany  that  joined 
the  said  Aikinson,  there  was  not  many  guns,  and  he  thinks 
not  more  than  six  in  the  whole.  Tliis  de|)onent  saith  he 
has  heard  of  said  Atkinson's  mustering  about  fifty  or  sixty 
men,  four  or  five  times,  since  the  transactions  above  related, 
but  never  was  present  at  any  of  s;iid  musterings  ;  but  that 
he  hath  seen  the  said  Atkinson  and  some  men  (it  may  be 
about  six)  |)assing  along  the  road  with  guns,  and  under- 
stood, but  not  from  Atkinson,  that  they  were  going  to  mus- 
ter under  the  said  Atkinson. 

This  deponent  saith,  that  when  the  said  Atkinson  was 
before  the  Committee  of  Somerset  County,  and  under  ex- 
amination upon  the  present  charge  against  him,  a  nuniber 
of  men  (he  thinks  about  thirty)  assembled  at  the  Courl- 
House  of  Somerset  County,  wliere  the  Committee  sat,  with 
short  clubs  in  their  hands,  and  that  when  said  Atkinson 
came  out  of  the  Couit-House,  near  fifty  people  crowded 
around  him,  and  the  said  Atkinson  said  a  day  must  be  ap- 
pointed, and  they  must  fight  it  out ;  that  the  said  Atkinson 
made  use  of  the  same  expression  as  he  came  out  of  the 
Court-HousB,  and  deponent  thinks,  but  is  not  certain,  be- 
fore the  Committee  also. 

This  de|ionent,  being  asked  by  the  s-d'nl  Aikinson  whclher 
he  ever  heard  liim  say  any  thing  against  the  ])rocee(.lings 
o(  America,  01-  disrespectful  of  them,  saith  he  never  did, 
except  the  expression  of  his  dislike  to  the  Association,  and 
that  lie  would  not  sign  it. 

The  deposition  of  IViHitim  Sleuarl,  taken  before  the 
Eastern  Siiore  branch  of  the  C'oimcil  of  Safety  of  3Jnri/- 
land,  at  Talbot  County  Court-IIouse,  on  Fri/lnij,  the  first 
day  of  December,  1775,  at  the  instance  of  Isaac  Atkinson, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith:  That  he  was 
|iresent  at  the  time  of  the  meeting  at  the  lower  ferry  at 
f-Vicomico,  mentioned  in  the  deposition  of  Thomas  Shiles  ; 
that  there  was  great  noise  and  confusion  among  the  people 
then  present,  insomuch  that  he  could  not  distinctly  hear  or 
understand  much  that  was  said,  and  does  not  now  remem- 
ber what  was  said.  That  some  time  before  that  meeting, 
he  was  on  board  a  sloop  of  the  said  Atkinson's,  with  the 
said  Atkinson,  to  buy  some  salt,  and  that  the  said  Atkinson 
asked  this  deponent  what  he  thought  of  the  Association  ; 
to  which  this  deponent  said  he  did  not  know  well  what  to 
think  of  it ;  but  that  as  every  body  was  signing  it,  why 
should  they  stick  out.  Tliat  the  said  Atkinson  said  he 
doubted  it  was  a  Presbyterian  scheme,  though  he  believed 
this  deponent  was  an  half-way  one,  slapping  this  deponent 
upon  the  shoulder,  and  said  he  would  not  sign  the  Associ- 
ation unless  he  was  forced. 

This  deponent  saith,  that  in  a  subsequent  conversation 
with  the  said  Atkinson,  at  Atkinson's  own  house,  the  said 
Aikinson  mentioned  his  doubts  that  the  present  measures 
were  a  Presbyterian  scheme,  and  that  he  hath  heard  him 
express  the  like  doubts  at  other  times. 

Fourth  Skkies. — \'ol.  in.  10 


DEI-ENCE  OF  THE  REV.  JOHN  SCOTT. 

Somerset  County,  M.iryland,  November  27,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  mortification  to  hear,  more  than  once, 
within  a  few  weeks  past,  that  I  am  represented  to  the  pub- 
lick  as  an  enemy  to  American  liberty,  and  the  chief  pro- 
moter of  those  unhappy  political  dissensions  which  lately 
prevailed  in  this  and  /rorces/c;- Count}-;  but  have  not  been 
able  to  discover  where  those  reports,  false  and  malicious  as 
they  are,  originated. 

I  am  theref)re  reduced  to  this  method  of  calling  upon 
my  accusers,  whoever  they  are,  to  stand  forth,  or  to  lodge 
an  information  against  me  with  the  Provincial  Convention, 
or  Council  of  Safety,  where  tiiey  shall  always  find  me 
ready,  upon  the  shortest  notice,  to  attend  them.  Mean- 
time, as  I  have  the  greatest  reason  to  believe  that  no  such 
publick  accusation  will  ever  be  exhibited,  and  that  I  shall 
not  be  indulged  with  so  favourable  an  opportunity  of  vindi- 
cating my  conduct  to  my  countrymen,  with  whom  1  profess 
entirely  to  coincide  in  my  political  creed,  I  hope  the  hon- 
est indignation  I  feel  at  being  most  insidiously  attacked  by 
private  enemies,  as  well  as  my  ardent  desire  to  retrieve  the 
,'ood  opinion  of  the   publick,  will  excuse  my  inserting  the 


following  deposit 


John  Scott. 


The  deposition  of  Levin  Carey,  being  of  full  age,  taken 
before  me  this  day;  who,  being  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelists of  Almighty  God,  saith  :  That  on  a  certain  Satur- 
day, about  three  months  ago,  tiiis  deponent  applied  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  John  Scott  for  his  opinion,  how  he  approved  of 
Stephen  llorscy's  intention  to  raise  a  Company,  by  virtue 
of  a  commission  to  be  obtained  from  the  Governour,  and  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  those  who  were  mustering  agree- 
able to  the  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress.  That  the 
said  Mr.  Scott  said  he  ajiprehended  the  Governour  would 
grant  no  such  commission,  and  that  he  would  advise  him 
to  decline  such  an  undertaking;  and  in  consequence  of 
Mr.  Scott's  advice,  he,  this  de|ionent,  and  many  others,  on 
hearing  Mr.  Scott's  sentiments,  changed  their  resolution, 
and  never  after  mustered  upon  the  jilan  proposed  by  Ste- 
phen Horsey.  And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Scott  requested  he  would  make  him  acquainted 
w^ith  the  time  of  their  next  meeting,  for  that  he  would  attend 
such  meeting,  and  endeavour  to  convince  them  that  they 
were  doing  wrong.  And  the  reason  why  he  did  not  give 
Rlr.  Scott  the  information  required,  was,  because  he,  this 
deponent,  at  the  instigation  of  the  said  Mr.  Scott,  had  left 
the  Company,  and  never  joined  them  after.  And  this  de- 
ponent further  saith,  that,  during  his  conversation  with  the 
said  Mr.  Scott,  Isaac  Aikinson  came  up,  joined  in  the  dis- 
course, and  said  the  major  part  of  the  people  down  his  way 
were  of  the  same  ojiinion  with  Stephen  Horsey ;  that  he 
understood  people  in  general  were  so,  and  particularly  the 
peo|.le  of  Dorset:  on  which  tiie  said  Mr.  Scott  advised 
him  to  desist  from  such  schemes,  and  join  in  the  common 
cause,  and  not  set  up  his  judgment  against  those  of  supe- 
rior knowledge;  that  he,  the  said  Mr.  Scort,  advised  him 
to  attend  the  meeting  for  choosing  a  Committee;  on  which 
the  said  Aikinson  said  he  wanted  no  Committee,  nor  did 
the  people  in  his  neighbourhood,  for  they  apprehended  it 
was  a  Presbyterian  scheme;  that  he,  this  deponent,  says, 
that  during  the  whole  conversation,  the  said  Mi\  Scott  dis- 
approved of  their  scliemes,  and  advised  the  said  Atkinson 
and  the  deponent  to  unite  with  the  Continent  in  support  of 
the  common  cause  of  their  Country.  And  further  this  de- 
ponent saitli  not. 

Taken   before  me,  the  subscriber,  this  25lh  day  of  iVo- 

vember,  1775.  ,  . 

'  John  Adams. 

Whereas  a  report  has  been  most  falsely  and  maliciously 
propagated,  that  the  Rev.  John  Scott  advised  Joshua  Hitch 
to  join  in  a  Company,  said  to  be  raising  in  opposition  to  the 
resolves  of  the  Provincial  Convention,  by  Matthew  Cannon: 
and,  further,  that  the  said  Mr.  Scott  dissuaded  the  said 
Joshua  Hitch  from  signing  the  Association  :  In  order  to 
falsify  these  base  assertions,  came  before  me  the  said 
Joshua  Hitch,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almiglily  God,  that  the  said  report  is  spurious  and  false, 
and  that  the  said  Mr.  Scott  stood  never  justly  impeachable 
with  said  slander,  having  never  been  consulted  by  the  said 
Hitch  on  the  occasion  :  And  further  says,  that  he,  the  said 
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Hitch,  consulted  Guslavus  Scott,  Esq.,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Association,  and  he  stioni^ly  recommended  liim  to  sign 

Sworn  before  me,  the  subscriber,  this  S-Jtb  day  of  aVo- 
vcmber,  n75.  j^,,^.  Auams. 

On  the  said  25tli  of  yovetnUr  came  haiah  Jhiuks  before 
me,  and  deposed  on  the  Holy  Evaiii^eiists  of  Almighty  God, 
that  on  Sunday,  coming  from  Grccn-Uill  Church,  he  heard 
the  Rev.  John  Scoll  and  Matthew  Cannon  discoursing  on 
the  subject  of  the  said  Cannon's  raising  a  Company;  to 
which  he,  the  said  Banks  paid  particular  attention  ;  that 
he  heard  the  said  Mr.  Scott  tell  Cannon  he  apprehended 
the  steps  Cannon  then  pursued  tlireatened  the  loss  of  liis 
land  ;  on  which  the  said  Banks  said,  he  thought  it  was  the 
way  to  save  his  land  ;  on  which  the  said  Scott  said,  inno- 
cent as  lie,  the  said  Scott,  found  himself  of  any  hand  in 
tlieir  proceedings,  as  they  were  churchmen,  he  feared  he 
might  be,  in  future,  censured  for  their  conduct ;  that  the  said 
Cannon  replied,  there  wotdd  be  no  danger  of  censure,  as 
he  never  was  made  acquainted,  nor  in  any  shape  con- 
sulted about  their  desiiins. 


Sworn  before  me. 


John  Ada^ 


On  tlie  same  25th  day  of  Novcmbci-  came  James  Geo- 
ghcgan,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
God,  that,  at  divers  times,  he  conversed  with  the  said  JMr. 
Scott  on  the  subject  of  jjoliticks,  and  particularly  the  As- 
sociation ;  and,  from  an  intimacy  with  the  said  Mr.  Scott, 
lie  expected  his  candid  sentiments  on  the  subject;  that  he 
always  found  the  said  Mr.  Scott  exceedingly  tenacious  of 
American  freedom,  and  said  that  nothing  should  hinder  him 
from  signing  the  Association,  but  an  opinion  of  his  being 
comprehended  amongst  the  Governour's  household;*  and 
Bnding  that  his  postponing  to  sign  the  Association  was  a 
check  upon  others,  that  he,  notwithstanding  his  opinion  of 
being  of  the  Governour's  household,  as  an  encouragement  of 
those  of  divided  opinions  to  unite  in  the  common  cause, 
signed  it  himself,  within  a  very  short  time  after  it  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Committee,  and  verily  believes  that  he  has 
been  as  instrumental  as  any  man  in  the  County  in  procur- 
ing signatuies  to  the  Association. 

Taken  before  John  Adams. 

On  the  said  25th  of  iVorew/'t';- came  George  Hails,  and 
deposed,  that,  some  time  in  September,  riding  in  company 
with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scott,  from  a  sermon  preached  by  the 
said  Mr.  Scott,  he,  the  said  IVails,  asked  the  said  Scott 
if  he  had  heard  that  Matthexv  Cannon  was  raising  a  Com- 
jiany  in  opposition  to  the  Continental  Congress ;  that  he 
answered  in  the  negative;  that,  for  his  part,  he  believed  it 
was  false,  and  hoped  Cannon  had  more  sense  than  to  under- 
take such  an  unjustifiable  matter.  That  the  said  ll'ails 
said  he  also  believed  it  was  false,  and  requested  that  Mr. 
Scott  would  say  no  more  about  it. 

Taken  before  me,  John  Adams. 

The  deposition  of  James  Bounds,  of  full  age,  being 
sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  dcposeth 
and  saith  :  That  after  the  rising  of  the  late  Convention,  in 
which  tiie  Association  of  the  freemen  o(  Marijland  was 
formed,  he  did  not  approve  of  the  said  Association  and 
Resolves,  and  that,  for  some  time  after,  he  did  not  sign  the 
Association,  or  I'orm  of  Enrollment,  as  directed  by  the  Con- 
vention ui  Maryland ;  but  upon  application  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  John  Scott,  for  his  advice  relative  to  the  Association 
and  Resolves,  he,  the  said  Mr.  Scolt,  advised  this  deponent 
to  comply  with  the  measures  ado[)ted  by  the  said  Conven- 
tion. In  consequence  of  which  advice,  he,  this  de])onent, 
broke  oli' from  a  Company  which  he  was  then  exercising 
in,  and  signed  the  Association  and  form  of  Enrollment, 
agreeable  to  the  direction  of  the  said  (.'onvention  of  Mary- 
land. And  this  deponent  further  saith,  he  never  heard  the 
said  Mr.  Scott  advise  any  person  to  act  or  do  any  thing  in 
opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  or  Provincial  Convention  ;  but  that,  in  the  con- 
versation between  this  deponent  and  the  said  Mr.  Scott, 
he,  the  said  Mr.  Scott,  always  appeared  fricntlly  to  Ame- 
rica in  her  present  opposition. 

Taken  belore  Gkorge  Dashikll. 


At  the  time  the  above  depositions  were  taken.  Cannon 
was  out  of  the  Province,  which  prevented  his  deposition 
from  being  taken,  and  likewise  inserted. 


JOHN    HANCOCK  TO  WALTER   LTVINHSTON. 

PLikdeliihia,  November  17,  1773. 

Sir:  The  Congress  having  resolved  that  the  prisoners 
taken  at  Chamhly  and  ^SV.  John's  be  sent  to  the  Towns  of 
Heading,  Lancaster,  and  York,  in  the  Colony  of  Pcnn- 
syluania ;  and  having  issued  orders  to  the  officer  who  has 
the  charge  of  conducting  them,  to  march  them  by  the  near- 
est road  to  the  Town  of  Reading,  in  said  Colony,  and  to 
apply  to  you  for  provisions  for  subsistence  on  their  march  : 
I  am  directed  to  order  you  to  supply  them,  agreeably  to 
the  rations  given  to  the  Continental  Army. 

I  am  further  to  direct  you,  if  the  prisoners  agree  to  it, 
to  send  the  women,  children,  and  baggage,  by  water  to 
Amboy,  from  thence  to  be  sent  across  to  Bordentoun,  and 
from  thence  by  water  to  Philadelphia  ;  from  which  last 
place  they  will  be  sent  to  join  the  garrison  in  the  Towns 
allotted  them;  this  being  judged  the  safest,  cheapest,  antl 
most  commodious  way  of  conveying  them. 

Should  the  express  not  meet  the  party  with  the  pri- 
soners, please  to  take  the  letter  and  deliver  it  to  the  com- 
manding ofliccr  on  his  arrival  with  the  jirisoncrs  al  Albany. 


I  am,  Sec, 


John  Hancock,  President. 


.  tills  ProviiK 
lipoinUnuiit  i 


lor  the  protoction  of  (io 
Excellency's  Cliaplaiu, 


To  IValter  Livingston,  Esij.,  Deputy-Commissary. 

7'o  the  Officer  commanding  the  Guard  to  the  Prisoners 
taken  at  Cii.\mhi,y  and  St.  John's  : 

PluladMphia.  Novenitirr  17,  1775. 

Sir:  The  Congress  having  resolved  that  the  prisoners 
taken  at  Chamhly  and  St.  John's  be  sent  to  and  kept  in 
the  Towns  of  Reading,  Lancaster,  and  York,  in  the  Co- 
lony of  Pennsylvaiiia,  I  am  directed  by  the  Congress  to 
order  you  to  march  the  prisoners  under  your  command  by 
the  nearest  way  to  Reading,  in  the  Colony  aforesaid  ;  and 
for  their  subsistence,  on  their  march,  you  are  to  apply  to 
the  Connnissary-General. 

1  am  vours,  ike,  John  Hancock,  President. 


To  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  Trenton  : 

Philadelphia,  November  17,  1775. 

By  order  of  Congress,  I  enclose  you  a  resolve  passed 
this  day,  and  desire  you  will  get  a  copy  thereof  signed  by 
the  officers  who  are  prisoners  in  your  Town,  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  transmit  it  when  signed  to  the  Congress. 

I    am,   &iC.,  ^  ,1  ij         •  ;       , 

'         '  Jons  llAstocK,  Prcsntent. 


COSMOPOLITAN,   NO.    IV. 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Amkrican  Colonies. 
Friends  and  Fclloic- Citizens  : 

As  our  |)ubliek  alfairs  are  now  situated,  when  almost 
every  day  opens  new  scenes,  and  eveiy  maiueuvre  of  our 
adversaries  has  an  aspect  cruelly  hostile:  when  worse  than 
death  stares  us  full  in  the  face:  when  horror  sits  brooding 
over  America :  when  our  capital  is  clad  in  the  robes  of 
aflliction,  and  her  bosom  bathed  in  the  tears  of  distress: 
when  Town  after  Town  is  falling  victims  to  the  infuriating 
rage  of  merciless  cut-throats:  when  the  pious  petitions 
of  beggared  families  are  ascending  in  sweet  memorials  to 
the  throne  of  God:  when  the  orphan's  cries  and  the  incon- 
solable anguish  of  a  weeping  mother  in  silent  eloquence 
demand  our  pity:  when  the  manes  of  a  H'arren  and  our 
slaughtered  heroes,  when  reason  and  common  sense,  the 
feelini;s  of  humanity,  and  the  sacred  laws  of  our  violated 
Constitution,  call  for  justice  to  an  injured  comnmnity  : 
when  not  only  our  own  welfare,  but  the  very  being  of  free- 
dom, and  the  prosperity  of  future  generations,  seem  to  turn 
ujion  a  critical  period:  when  business  of  the  last  conse- 
(juencc  demands  our  attention,  and  matters  of  the  most  in- 
teresting nature  plead  for  consideration — to  listen  with  cre- 
dulity to  the  suggestions  of  fancy,  and  to  be  amused  with 
the  phantoms  of  fear,  is  trilfing  and  unmanly — it  is  worse: 
it  is  folly  and  wrelclii'dncss,  misery  and  destruction,  sla- 
very and  death.    What  thru  shall  we  do  to  be  saved,  is  an 
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obvious  inquiry.  The  answer  is  easy  :  caution  and  bravery, 
inagnanimiiy  and  spirit,  prudence  and  firmness,  will  conduct 
us,  with  honour  and  success,  to  glory  and  happiness. 

Our  immediate  business  is  to  annoy,  weaken,  and  distress 
the  enemy,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power;  to  improve  in  the 
art,  and,  by  all  possible  ways,  procure  the  means  of  doing 
the  same  for  the  future;  to  exert  oui  whole  force  uniforndy 
and  at  once,  and  at  every  hazard  guard  against  and  pro- 
vent  the  enemy's  getting  any  advantage,  any  loot-hold  in 
our  Country.  Let  us  conduct  by  foresight,  and  avoiding 
the  common  calamities  of  after-wisdom.  Whatever  is  prac- 
ticable, at  any  expense,  it  ought  to  be  done.  The  consi- 
deration of  cost  and  trouble  sink  to  nothing,  are  not  to  be 
mentioned,  when  our  Coimtry  is  invaded,  and  piratical  de- 
|)redations  are  constantly  making.  Is  tlie  plan  good  ?  and 
its  execution  feasible  ?  arc  the  only  questions.  The  skill 
of  war,  and  the  art  of  destroying,  though  dreadful,  are  be- 
come of  unavoidable  necessity.  We  have  got  the  rampant 
lion  by  the  beard  ;  by  keeping  the  hold  we  may  demolish 
his  strength,  and  bring  him  to  the  ground  ;  if  we  yield  to 
his  force,  he  will  rend  us  to  atoms,  or  grind  us  to  powder 
in  his  voracious,  sanguinary  jaws.  Let  us  not  only  oppose, 
but  make  effectual  opposition.  Let  us  do  it  in  time.  It 
is  in  our  power.  There  is  in  the  power  of  mortals  a  de- 
gree of  enterprise  and  persevering  resolution  that  invari- 
ably connnands  success.  Nothing  else  is  wanting.  For 
God's  sake,  and  our  Country's  sake,  let  us  exert  it  on  the 
great  and  trying  occasion.  If  a  people  once  yield  to  the 
expansions  of  power  and  the  efforts  of  a  tyrant,  their  case 
is  forlorn.  If  they  are  staggered  by  the  force  of  superior 
abilities,  caught  by  surprise,  or  the  suggestions  of  the  timid, 
the  enemy  enters  and  the  danger  advances.  A  single 
point  gained,  adds  to  the  weight  in  the  opposite  scale,  and 
one  advantage  seciu'ed,  gives  a  facility  in  obtaining  a  second. 
The  invader  in  his  progress  receives  fresh  accessions  of 
strength.  His  power,  incessantly  growing  like  a  torrent 
increasing  as  it  runs,  soon  becomes  too  forcible  for  any  pos- 
sible barriers  opposed  to  its  passage.  Many  invasions 
which  might  have  been  rejielled  by  a  seasonable,  bold, 
and  united  resistance,  have  become  invincible,  by  coward- 
ice, divisions,  and  preposterous  exertions.  One  part  of  the 
community  is  subdued  and  made  subservient  to  enslaving 
the  other.  On  this  fatal  rock  were  wrecked  the  ancient 
lepnblicks  of  the  world.  By  it  Ccesar  destroyed  the  li- 
berties of  Rome ;  by  it  thousands  have  waded  through 
blood  to  despotick  command.  The  conquering  tribes 
among  the/7(/Hsand  ihe  Goths,  with  their  bold  and  enter- 
prising warriors,  says  the  historian,  for  a  succession  of 
ages,  furnished  their  Princes  with  their  military  guards  ; 
but  at  length  were  made  the  tools  of  o[)pressing  them- 
selves. In  this  manner  has  slavery  and  ruin  made  their 
way  into  regions  so  inucli  renowned  for  the  wild  freedom 
of  nature.  A  power  which  was  the  terrour  of  every  effemi- 
nate Province  is  disarmed,  and  the  nursery  of  nations  is 
itself  gone  to  decay.  Happy  the  peo|)le  that  profit  by 
others'  misfortunes!  Doubly  happy  !  Happy  in  themselves, 
and  happy  in  a  numerous  progeny  of  freemen. 

I  do  not  mean  to  assert  that  a  single  victory,  or  a  re- 
))eated  conquest,  would  enable  the  enemy  to  subdue  our 
C-'ountry,  or  ought  to  dishearten  ;  I  intend  to  show  the  re- 
verse. Delays  in  preparing,  and  remissness  in  executing, 
are  dangers  to  be  guarded  against.  Every  inch  of  ground 
should  be  disputed  with  spirit,  to  enhance  the  jirice  of  the 
enemy's  purchase.  The  present  acquisitions  of  our  enemies 
were  obtained  at  a  dear  rate.  If  they  were  to  pay  in  the 
same  proportion  for  the  most  inferior  Province  on  the  Con- 
tinent, it  would  exhaust  the  nation  of  her  blood  and  trea- 
sure, and  she  must  soon  die  insolvent.  I  am  sensible  there 
are  some  Avho  have  chanted  a  different  tone.  They  seem  to 
have  considered  every  thing  British  as  unrivalled.  Tliey 
have  represented  her  as  the  store-house  of  wisdom,  and  the 
only  place  where  soldiers  are  formed  ;  as  placed  in  the 
centre  of  being,  an  overawing  creation.  She  frames  her 
edicts,  and  tlie  nations  are  hushed.  She  hurls  her  thun- 
derbolts, and  all  is  conquest.  At  her  gentle  reproofs,  union 
was  to  languish  ;  at  her  more  decisive  frowns,  opposition 
die.  It  is  true  she  is  powerful,  and  her  troops  naturally 
brave.  But  has  experience  verified  such  unmeaning  rant  ? 
Or  are  events  still  sleeping  in  the  lap  of  futurity  :  Has 
not  picked  Battalions,  chosen  Brigades,  with  a  Percy  at 
their  head,  marched  the  quick-step  before  a  sudden  col- 


lection of  undisciplined  peasants?  Does  her  resources 
come  forth  of  the  dust,  or  her  invincible  power  spring  out 
of  the  ground?  Are  her  troops  invulnerable?  Are  their 
bones  bars  of  iron  ?  Have  they  brass  sinews  ?  Does  tem- 
pered steel  conqiose  their  muscles?  and  are  their  hearts 
cased  with  adamant  ?  Or  have  our  swords  leaden  points, 
tliat  they  cannot  penetrate?  Or  are  our  balls  watery  bub- 
bles that  will  burst  in  air?  In  what  then  consists  the  boast- 
ed superiority  of  British  mercenaries,  compared  with  the 
freeborn  sons  of  America  1  In  twee  ct  pra'tcrca  nihil.  In 
gasconading,  and  nothing  else. 

Let  us  appeal  to  facts,  attend  coolly  and  deliberately  to 
the  real  circumstances  of  each  confiicting  power,  as  they 
connect  with  and  will  necessarily  affect  each  party  in  the 
bloody  dispute.  It  is  prudent,  it  is  wise  to  inquire  if  we 
are  equal  to  a  defence  against  all  the  power  that  Great 
Britain  can  possibly  exert.  I  assert  that  we  are,  and 
must  ultimately  triumph,  having  our  temples  wreathed 
with  laurels  of  eternal  glory.  The  strength  of  a  country 
consists  in  numbers,  riches,  situation,  temper  and  habits, 
the  common  resources  of  war.  A  state  composed  of  cor- 
rupted, degenerate,  cowardly  men,  is  weak,  however  nume- 
rous, wealthy,  and  refined  ;  consisting  of  virtuous,  vigorous, 
learned,  publick  spirited,  and  resolute  men,  is  strong,  is 
invincible,  however  attacked,  however  despised  ;  but  the 
resources  of  war  in  hands  that  will  not  employ  them,  is 
like  a  keen  edged  sword  sleeping  in  its  scabbard. 

Let  us  consider  Great  Britain  in  this  four-fold  point  of 
view.  Consider  her  numbers,  her  riches,  her  situation, 
her  temper  and  habits,  in  relation  to  a  war  with  America. 
With  respect  to  her  numbers,  let  us  deduct  from  the  ac- 
coimt  all  those  who  cannot  in  some  way  or  another,  either 
mediately  or  immediately,  add  to  the  strength  of  the  na- 
tion, and  subserve  the  purposes  of  war.  Let  us  further 
consider  how  much  of  the  labour  of  the  useful,  and  wealth 
of  the  nation,  is  constantly  consumed  in  supporting  this 
large  catalogue  of  burdensome  being=,  this  dead  weight  in 
luxury  and  debauchery.  It  is  not  the  effeminate,  luxurious, 
and  debauched,  that  can  defend  their  Country  in  the  day 
of  battle  !  they  increase  timidity  by  their  example,  weaken 
counsels  by  their  inlluence,  and  are  so  many  useless  mouths 
constantly  consuming  the  resources  of  war.  The  Span- 
iards and  Portuguese,  says  an  historian,  are  incapable  of 
defending  themselves  against  a  powerful  foreign  invasion. 
The  immense  wealth  of  the  Indies,  that  every  year  comes 
home  to  their  ports,  goes  to  enrich  a  few.  Their  subjects 
are  either  in  the  extremes  of  wealth  or  poverty.  The  rich 
have  only  slaves  beneath  them,  who  hate  those  for  whom 
they  must  labour;  the  jioor  have  no  acquisitions  or  pro- 
perty to  defend  !  so  that  their  armies  are  composed,  either 
of  wretches  pressed  into  the  service,  who  only  seek  for  op- 
portunities not  to  fight,  but  to  Hy  ;  or  of  men  rich  and  noble, 
courageous  fiom  pride,  yet  weak  from  luxury.  These  ob- 
servations apply  in  many  respects  to  Great  Britain.  Be- 
sides these,  that  illustrious  band  of  patriots  and  Whigs,  both 
in  Britain  and  Ireland,  that  are  engaged  in  a  glorious  op- 
position, and  are  willing  to  range  under  the  American 
stantlard  should  it  ever  be  erected  in  Britain,  must  dimi- 
nish in  a  great  degree,  as  it  operates  in  a  duplicate  ratio, 
adding  to  one  scale  what  it  takes  from  the  other.  Another 
circumstance  which  goes  to  the  quality  of  this  garbled  num- 
ber sinks  its  importance  still  lower,  in  a  military  point  of 
view.  The  lower  and  middling  sort  of  people,  although 
useful  citizens,  add  but  little  to  the  martial  strength,  for,  by 
the  tyranny  of  certain  laws,  being  deprived  of  the  use  of 
arms,  they  neither  po.-sess  the  knowledge,  nor  the  natural 
aptitude  ibr  the  use  of  the  sword  or  the  musket.  Tills 
difficulty  cannot  easily  be  cured.  It  is  founded  upon  a 
ruinous  principle  of  national  |)olicy.  A  calculation  then, 
subject  to  the  above  deductions,  gives  us  the  full  strength 
of  Great  Britain,  so  far  as  it  consists  in  numbers.  1  shall 
not  attempt  a  particular  computation  that  will  give  a  pro- 
duct precisely  equivalent  to  her  wliole  numerical  force,  as 
this  would  be  rather  a  round  of  sportive  acuteness  than 
of  real  utility  ;  but  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that  it  cannot 
be  equal  to  those  banded  thousands,  I  had  almost  said  mil- 
lions, of  brave  musketeerlng  Americans.  Their  principal 
muscular  strength,  at  present,  consists  then  in  a  number  of 
mercenary,  hackneyed,  tattered  Regiments,  patched  up  b> 
the  most  abandoned  and  debauched  of  mankind,  the  scum 
of  the  nation,  the  dregs  of  Irish  and  Scottish  desperadoes. 
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Let  us  next  proceed  to  a  consideration  of  those  count- 
less millions  uhicli  compose  the  wealth  of  Great  Britain. 
I  doubt  whether  her  riches  will  render  her  more  lormida- 
ble  and  respectable  than  her  numbers,  1  mean  considered 
as  detaclied  from  the  Colonics.  After  deducting  about  an 
hundred  and  forty-two  millions,  a  debt  for  the  payment  of 
which  the  sources  of  all  her  wealth  are  mortgaged,  together 
with  the  interest  of  between  four  and  five  millions  annual- 
ly, in  what  consists  her  boasted  riches?  It  exists  only  in 
idcii.  in  name,  in  pajjer,  in  publick  faith,  in  Parliamentary 
security.  The  land,  the  trade,  and  the  industry  of  her 
subjects,  are  pledged  for  this  security.  What  then  must 
be  the  consequence  of  this  enormous  debt,  which  has  long 
hung  like  a  mill-stone  about  her  neck  ;  when  the  American 
trade,  the  source  of  her  wealth — which  gave  her  her  na- 
tional rank — as  a  nursery,  furnished  her  navy  with  seamen, 
made  her  sovereign  of  the  ocean,  and  would  soon  have  raised 
her  to  bo  mistress  of  the  world,  is  dried  up?  What  the 
conse(|uence  of  losing  that  trade  upon  which  the  credit  ol 
the  nation  was  supported,  and  the  profitable  industry  ot 
the  manufacturer  and  the  merchant  very  much  depended? 
What  the  consequence  of  being  denied  that  supply  of  tim- 
ber, iron,  plank,  masts,  pitch,  tar,  and  hemp,  by  which 
her  navy  was  built  and  kept  in  repair?  It  will,  it  must 
sink  her  from  among  the  nations,  ruin  her  credit,  and  make 
her  a  bankrupt.  Add  to  this  the  enormous  sum  of  millions 
it  has  cost  her  for  securing  her  troops  with  experienced 
Geneials  in  their  Boroughs,  the  forcing  one  intrenchment, 
the  work  of  a  single  night,  and  reducing  two  defenceless 
Towns  to  ashes,  in  a  manner  that  so  stains  the  lustre  of  the 
British  name,  as  will  not  be  washed  out  by  the  inundation 
of  time;  and  those  incredible  sums  for  pensioners,  place- 
men, and  court  sycophants,  which  must  be  paid,  if  the  nation 
is  ruined.  A  calculation  then,  with  a  diminution  resulting 
from  a  concurrence  of  the  above  combined  causes,  gives 
us  the  full  absolute  strength  and  wealth  of  Great  Britain. 
It  gives  us  the  whole  that  slie  could  lift  to  action,  against 
an  enemy  in  her  own  neighbourhood,  was  she  to  bend  all 
her  power  and  spend  all  her  force  upon  liim. 

Her  situation  is  the  next  thing,  in  the  older  proposed, 
that  demands  our  attention.  This,  in  point  of  locality,  and 
from  the  relation  she  stands  in  to  the  Earopcnn  powers, 
will  still  further  lessen  her  already  diminished  strength, 
touching  the  American  dispute.  This,  if  carefully  attend- 
ed to,  will  enable  us  to  form  some  judgment  of  that  power 
liy  which  she  must  subdue  the  Colonies.  It  gives  us  her 
relative  strenijtii,  which  is  certainly  much  below  her  abso- 
lute power.  While  she  is  subduing  the  Colonies,  she  must 
defend  herself.  It  is  irrational  to  suppose  that,  by  draining 
oir  her  meu  and  money  for  foreign  service,  she  will  leave 
home  so  destitute  as  to  fall  a  |)rey  to  the  first  invader.  An 
island  as  she  is,  and  envied  as  she  has  been,  instead  of 
having  those  foriified  frontiers  to  defend  her  from  the  in- 
cursions of  her  inveterate  enemies,  she  is  obliged  to  secure 
lier  maritime  borders  by  her  floating  bulwarks,  her  power- 
ful fleets  and  squadrons.  It  is  true,  that  Great  Britain  is 
said  to  be  at  peace  with  her  rival  powers;  but  nominal 
peace,  by  the  modern  policy  of  nations,  is  a  species  of  in- 
active war.  The  large  and  luimerons  armies  and  fleets 
that  are  kept  encamped  and  supported  in  pay  by  one  na- 
tion, induce  a  necessity  of  standing  armies  and  a  naval 
power  to  watch  their  nioiions  and  prevent  their  operations 
in  another.  France  and  iS};(7«ff,  always  emulating  the  liii- 
tisk  glories,  have  in  constant  readiness  for  action  large 
forces,  both  by  land  and  sea.  Their  lale  inrrensed  war- 
like preparations  wear  an  hostile  aspect,  and  threaten 
some  iini)ortant  blow.  The  latter  has  even  dared  to  in- 
sult with  impunity  the  mistress  of  the  seas;  the  former 
has  often  attempted,  and  is  still  wailing  an  opportunity  to 
humble  the  pride  of  the  Emr/ish  power.  Ireland  is  also, 
in  general,  opposed,  from  the  iiKolerable  grievances  and 
oppressions  they  suller.  Notwiilistanding  the  heavy  ex- 
penses of  Government,  they  are  burdened  with  the  pay- 
ment of  a  list  of  pensioners  and  placemen  upon  [he  Irish 
establishment,  which,  in  1765,  fiom  a  motion  by  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  that  Kingdom,  to  address  His  I\lajesty 
upon  the  subject,  the  sum  apjjears  to  have  amounted,  in 
the  then  two  last  years,  to  above  a  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
thousand  Pounds;  the  ^ri'ater  part  of  wliich  is  paid  to  |ier- 
sons  with  whom  thfv  havi^  m,  sort  of  concern.  It  is  said 
there    are    upwards  of  two    millions    in    the    Kingdom    so 


extremely  poor  that  they  are  unable  to  pay  the  two  shilling 
tax  for  their  single  hearth,  and  are  so  distre-^sed  by  their 
lax-gatherers,  that  they  are  obliged  very  fie(|uently  to  sell 
the  pot  in  which  their  potatoes  are  boiled.  1  am  astonish- 
ed, says  one,  under  such  depressing  circumstances,  to  ob- 
serve such  a  love  of  liberty  still  animating  that  loyal  and 
generous  nation,  and  nothing  can  raise  higher  my  idea  of 
the  integrity  and  publick  spirit  of  the  peo|)le  who  have 
preserved  the  sacred  fire  of  freedom  from  being  extin- 
guished, though  the  ahar  on  wliich  it  burned  has  been 
thrown  down.  What  heart  does  not  melt  at  the  deplora- 
ble situation  of  this  people?  What  community,  what 
Kingdom  docs  not  deprecate  its  fate?  It  speaks  in  peals 
of  thunder  to  America. 

But  to  return.  In  addition  to  all  this,  there  is  a  large 
train  of  discontented  subjects  in  the  very  bowels  of  Great 
Britain,  headed  by  the  greatest  and  best  mep  in  the 
nation  ;  these  will  be  a  thorn  in  her  foot  that  will  give 
her  trouble  and  impede  her  progress.  In  this  situation, 
will  the  wisest  and  best  of  Princes  leave  Ireland  to  rise  in 
arms?  Will  he  abandon  himself  to  the  just  indignation  of 
his  British  subjects?  Will  he  leave  the  nation  a  prey  to 
France  or  Spain?  or  relinquish  the  possession  of  his  other 
Dominions?  If  not,  it  must  necessarily  divert  much  of 
his  strength  from  the  American  Colonies,  many  of  his 
ships  to  defend  his  ow  n  borders  ;  otherwise,  other  Princes 
will  make  him  feel  the  weight  of  their  swords,  and  con- 
slrain  him  to  yield  to  the  force  of  their  arms. 

There  is  anolher  point  of  view  in  which  tliis  division  of 
the  subject  naturally  presents  itself.  America  is  three 
thousand  transmarine  miles  from  this  belligerent  power. 
Shafts  shot  across  the  Atlantick  must  lose  their  force  in 
air.  Great  Britain  must  beat  the  air  and  plough  the 
ocean,  before  she  can  take  the  field.  The  seas  will  con- 
tinue to  roll,  the  wind  to  blow,  and  the  cold  frost  to  visit 
our  northern  shores,  which  arrest  the  streams  in  their 
course,  and  lash  them  fast  to  the  river's  side.  She  must 
spend  much  of  her  strength  in  getting  at  an  object  so  re- 
mote. And  after  carrying  on  an  expensive  war  with  wind 
and  weather,  does  she  mount  the  stage  upon  equal  terms? 
Can  she,  like  Hannibal,  recruit  her  wasted  Army  and  pro- 
cure resources  in  an  enemy's  country,  where  children  are 
upon  guard,  and  women  tarry  by  the  stuff?  Or  will  the 
skeletons  of  Government,  the  renegadoes  at  her  standard, 
form  one  fighting  phalanx,  and  yield  her  real  aid.  Besides 
all  this,  there  is  the  dilliculty  of  levying  troops  for  service 
so  remote,  and  of  such  doubtful  success;  of  procuring  sea- 
sonable supplies  for  such  long  and  uncertain  campaigns;  of 
commanding  transports  and  performing  voyages  so  lengthy, 
in  which  sickness  is  contracted  in  the  passage,  and  the  con- 
sequent loss  of  life;  the  want  of  fresh  provisions;  the 
delays  ever  attendant  on  movements  so  distant  from 
the  cabinet — movements  which  have  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  world.  I  am  sensible  much  has  been  said 
of  the  thousands  of  Hessians  and  Hanoverians  that  are 
taken  into  British  pay  for  present  emergencies.  These 
will  not  fight  without  pay.  There  nmst  be  some  great 
object  to  induce  them  to  leave  their  native  country,  to 
which  they  never  may  return,  and  to  lake  part  in  a  foreign 
quarrel.  But  where  is  the  wealth  to  come  from  that  shall 
enable  Great  Britain  to  engage  in  her  service  a  sullicient 
number  of  foreigners  to  subdue  the  Colonies,  and  to  main- 
tain that  conquest,  after  the  richest  and  most  luxuriant 
sources  of  her  wealth  are  dried  up  and  gone  forever? 
Where  are  the  armies,  the  pay  for  those  multiplied  de- 
mands that  will  result  from  her  situation,  at  home  and 
abroad,  with  her  own  subjects  and  other  Slates? 

I  shall  be  short  upon  the  last  branch  of  the  subject. 
Bravery,  humanity,  and  a  love  of  liberty,  were  formerly 
supposed  to  enter  into  the  composition  of  an  Englishman's 
temper.  Are  there  no  habits  of  friendship  between  the 
de-;cendants  of  a  common  parent,  who  have  fought  and 
bled  side  by  side,  that  will  check  the  ardour  of  olFensive 
warriors,  who  are  contending  for  domination  against  the 
defenders  of  their  rights?  Will  not  a  recollection  of  mu- 
tual instances  of  kindness  lead  to  recollection,  and  excite 
pity  from  scenes  of  barbarity?  Will  no  spectacles  kindle 
the  relentings  of  nature  in  favour  of  a  brave,  virtuous,  and 
oppressed  people,  struggling  for  their  liberties?  Will 
lh(^re  be  no  defection  lioui  the  sentiments  of  humanity? 
Allowing  the  Americans  are   deluded,  will   they  have  no 
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compassion  for  a  general  and  inevilable  delusion?  Will 
not  lliey  see  that  the  dagger  which  opens  the  way  to  what 
they  call  a  deluded  heart,  and  lets  out  lil'e,  conveys  no  con- 
viction to  a  survivor's  head?  The  delusion  still  continues, 
and  the  spirit  is  invincible;  and  alihough  it  should  bend, 
for  a  moment,  like  an  unwieldy  bow,  yet  soon  it  would  fly 
from  its  over-wrought  tension,  and,  like  flames  smothered 
in  a  burning  pit,  blaze  out  anew.  At  length,  fatigued  with 
havock,  and  despairing  of  success,  will  not  serious  reflec- 
tion seize  their  heads,  and  the  pangs  and  twilchings  of  a 
wounded  s|)irit,  which  slings  like  an  adder  and  bites  like 
a  ser[)ent,  cool  their  courage,  shealh  their  swords,  and 
carry  them  back  to  their  own  homes,  to  demand  the  for- 
feited heads  of  their  blood-thirsty  employers? 

From  this  summary  view  of  the  strength  of  Gnat  Bri- 
tain, we  have  no  reason  to  think  her  force  matchless,  or 
that  her  etlbrts  against  America  will  |)r()ve  successful.  It 
is  a  good  rule  never  to  desjiise  the  power  of  an  enemy, 
but  to  presume  upon  the  worst,  and  jirepare  for  the  hard- 
est. I  shall,  in  my  next,  take  a  similar  view  of  the  inter- 
nal strength  of  the  United  American  Colonics,  in  the  now 
world  ;  that,  having  the  whole  before  you  in  a  collected 
point,  you  may  make  your  compari.^ons,  and  draw  such  in- 
ferences as  may  be  warranted  by  the  naiiu'e  of  the  case 
and  the  truth  of  fact  i-espccting  both  Countries. 
Worcester,  Novoiiiber  17,  1775. 


more  is  absolutely  necessary.  So  excellent  an  harbour  as 
that  of  Falmouth  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  secure. 
On  the  preservation  of  this  harbour  depends,  in  a  great 
measure,  the  safety  of  this  whole  eastern  country;  and 
should  our  enemies  get  possession  of  it,  I  humbly  think 
the  whole  Continent  will  suller  by  the  loss;  not  only  by  the 
damage  it  will  be  to  us,  but  by  the  advantages  which  they 
will  thereby  gain.  I  doubt  not,  therefore,  a  due  attention 
will  be  given  hereto;  and  I  believe  if  a  number  of  men 
were  placed  in  a  garrison  bore,  and  an  armed  vessel  or  two 
stationed  to  guai-d  the  coast,  it  would  be  an  expense  well 
applied. 

[  am  unacquainted  with  military  matters,  but  1  think  it 
a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to  conmiunicate  my  mind  ;  and, 
if  your  Excellency  thinks  it  proper,  1  should  be  glad  this 
matter  might  be  laid  before  the  Continental  Congress. 
However,  I  would  by  no  means  pretend  to  dictate  ;  but  I 
hope  some  measures,  wiser  than  I  can  propose,  will  be 
sjieedily  adopted  to  serve  the  general  interest. 

Colonel  Phinney,  I  suppose,  will  inform  your  Excellen- 
cy of  the  present  situation  of  afl^aii's  here.  !  will  not  there- 
fore add,  but  that  I  am,  with  great  respert,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  and  very  hundile  servant, 

Samuel  Freeman. 
To  His  Excellency  General  JVashin^ton. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  WARD. 

C.ii.il.riil.nv,  XuvrmlKT  17,  1775. 

Sir:  As  the  season  is  fast  approaching  when  ihe  bay 
between  us  and  Boston  will,  in  all  probability,  be  close 
shut  up,  thereby  rendering  any  movement  upon  the  ice  as 
easy  as  if  no  water  was  there;  and  as  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable that  General  Howe,  when  he  gets  the  expected  re- 
eiifurcements,  will  endeavour  to  relieve  himself  fiom  the 
disgraceful  confinement  in  which  the  ISlinislerial  TroojiS 
ha\e  been  all  this  sunmier,  conmion  prudence  dictates  the 
neci'ssity  of  guarding  our  camps  wherever  they  aie  most 
assailable.  For  this  purpose,  1  wish  you,  General  Thomas, 
Cieneral  Spencer,  and  Colonel  Putnam,  to  meet  me  at 
your  quarters  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock,  that  we  may 
examine  the  ground  between  your  work  at  the  mill  and 
ScwalPs  Point,  and  direct  such  batteries  as  may  appear 
necessary,  for  the  security  of  your  camp  on  that  side,  to  be 
thrown  up  without  loss  of  time.  I  have  long  had  it  upon 
my  mind  that  a  successful  attempt  might  be  made,  by  way 
of  surprise,  on  Castle  JVilliam.  From  every  account,  there 
are  not  more  than  three  hundred  men  in  that  place.  The 
whale-boats,  therefore,  which  you  have,  and  such  as  could 
be  sent  to  you,  would  easily  transport  eight  hundred  or  one 
thousand  ;  which,  with  a  very  moderate  share  of  conduct 
and  resolution,  unght,  I  should  think,  bring  off  the  garri- 
son, if  not  the  stores.  I  wish  you  to  discuss  this  matter, 
under  the  rose,  with  officers  on  whose  judgment  and  spirit 
you  can  rely.  Something  of  this  soit  may  show  how  far 
the  men  are  to  be  depended  upon. 

I  am,  with  respect,  Sir,  your  very  liundilc  servant, 

G  E(-1RGE    \Va  SillNGTON. 

To  Major-General  Arlemas  JVard. 

SAMUEL  FREEMAN   TO   GENERAL   WASIliNGTON. 

Sir:  Being  prevented,  by  a  sudden  departure  from 
n  alcrtown,  from  wailing  on  your  Excellency,  as  !  fully 
intended,  1  think  it  proper,  by  way  of  letter,  to  inform  you 
that  our  General  Court  have  appointed  the  Hon.  Josiph 
Fri/r,  Esq.,  "  to  take  the  cocnmand  of  the  men  stationed 
in  the  County  oi'  Cumberland,  who  were  raised  for  the 
defence  of  the  sea-coast, until  their  further  orders;  and  have 
empowered  him,  upon  any  emergency,  to  alarm  and  call 
together  the  Militia  of  the  said  County,  or  such  part  (hereof 
as  their  safety  may  require,  and  ihem  lo  discharge  as  soon 
as  the  service  will  admit;  and  lo  lead  and  conduct  them 
and  the  other  forces,  and  with  them  to  encounter,  repel, 
and  resist,  by  force  of  arms,  all  and  every  person  or  per- 
sons that  shall  attempt  the  surprise,  destruction,  invasion, 
or  annoyance  of  thisTown  and  County;  and  to  cause  such 
fortifications  to  be  erected  at  Falnwuth,  aforesaid,  and  else- 
where, a':  be  shall  iudi;e  necessary  for  their  [our]  defence." 

Tliis  is  all  the  Court  ha\e  done  at  jiresent.     Something 


STEPHEN    MOYLAN   TO   WILLIAM   WATSON. 

Cambridge,  November  17,  1775. 

Sib:  Ca|)laiu  Coit  complains  of  the  uneasiness  llie  men 
are  under,  and  as  the  only  chance  there  is  of  taking  any 
prize  is  his  being  out  at  this  time,  the  General  consents  to 
his  getting  men  at  Plymouth,  which,  he  says,  he  can  readily 
do.  If  he  can  procure  them,  give  him, every  forwardness 
you  can.  He  says  six  weeks'  provision  will  be  necessary, 
and  that  he  must  have  a  spare  pilot,  in  case  of  a  prize. 
For  God's  sake  indulge  him,  and  if  he  has  misinformed 
his  Excellency  about  getting  the  men,  let  us  know  it  im- 
mediately, that  we  may  govern  oursehes  accordingly. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  most  hiunble  servant, 

Stephen  Moylan,  Scc'y  ino  tern. 
To  nUlium  Jl'atson,  Esq.,  Phjmouth. 


LORU    GEORGE    GERMAIN   TO   GENERAL   HOWE. 

Wbiteh^iU,  November  18,  1775. 

Sir:  Lieulenant-Gcneral  6'«o"e  arrived  here  the  14tli 
instant,  and  1  have  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  the  King 
your  despatches  of  the  5ih  and  9th  of  October. 

It  was  a  great  satisfaction  lo  me  to  receive,  so  early  after 
my  coming  into  office,  your  ideas  of  the  plan  of  operations 
in  the  ensuing  spring,  and  of  the  force  necessary  for  car- 
lying  that  plan  into  execution. 

Every  effort  \yill  be  used  to  send  you,  as  early  as  pos- 
sible, the  re-enforcement  that  will  be  wanted  ;  and  although 
our  negotiation  for  foreign  auxiliaries  has  not  succeeded 
according  to  our  expectations,  and  our  recruits  come  in  but 
slowly,  yet  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  we  are  not  deceived  in 
the  propositions  which  have  been  made  for  raising  some 
new  corps,  and  the  engagements  which  have  been  entered 
into  for  procuring  levies  in  Germany,  we  shall  enable  you 
to  take  the  field  with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men. 

Of  the  five  Regiments  which  were  under  orders  to  sail 
from  Cork  for  America,  in  the  course  of  last  month,  the 
Seventeenth,  Twenty-Seventh,  and  Fifty-Fifth,  have  pro- 
ceeded upon  their  voyage;  but  the  Twenty-Eighth  and 
Foity-Sixth  having  been  forced,  by  contrary  winds,  to  put 
back,  the  King  has  thought  fit  to  add  them  to  the  arma- 
ment preparing  for  an  expedition  to  the  Southern  Colo- 
nies ;  and  I  hope  that,  before  the  end  of  this  month,  the 
troops  destined  for  that  service  will  have  been  embarked. 

All  the  advices  which  have  been  received  of  the  state 
of  the  Southern  Provinces,  since  the  first  idea  of  that  ex- 
pedition was  taken  up,  tend  to  show  the  propriety  of  it, 
and  10  confirm  us  in  our  hopes  that  it  will  he  attended  with 
advantage  and  success  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  whole 
or  the  greatest  part  of  the  Regiments,  employed  upon  that 
occasion,  will  join  the  Army  under  your  coujinand  much 
earlier,  and  in  a  better  state  for  service,  than  if  they  were 
sent  fiom  hence  in  the  spring. 

I  am,  &c.,  Geoege  Germain. 
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Let  us  next  proceed  to  a  consideration  of  those  count- 
less millions  which  compose  the  wealth  of  (Jrcal  Britain. 
I  douljt  whetiier  her  riciies  will  render  her  more  formida- 
ble and  respectable  than  her  numbers,  I  mean  considered 
as  deinclied  from  the  Colonies.  After  deducting  about  an 
hundred  and  forty-two  millions,  a  debt  for  the  payment  of 
whicii  the  sources  of  all  her  wealth  are  mortgaged,  together 
with  the  interest  of  between  four  and  five  millions  annual- 
ly, in  what  consists  her  boasted  riches?  It  exists  only  in 
idea,  in  name,  in  paper,  in  publick  faith,  in  Parliamentaiy 
security.  The  land,  the  trade,  and  the  industry  of  her 
subjects,  are  pledged  for  this  securil)-.  What  then  must 
be  the  consequence  of  this  enormous  debt,  which  has  long 
hung  like  a  mill-stone  about  her  necl<  ;  when  ihe  American 
trade,  the  source  of  her  wealth — which  gave  her  her  na- 
tional rank — as  a  nursery,  furnished  lier  navy  with  seamen, 
made  her  sovereign  of  the  ocean,  and  would  soon  have  raised 
her  to  be  mistress  of  the  world,  is  dried  up?  What  the 
consequence  of  losing  that  trade  upon  which  the  credit  ol 
the  nation  was  supported,  and  the  profitable  industry  ot 
the  manufacturer  and  the  merchant  very  much  depended? 
What  the  consequence  of  being  denied  that  supply  of  tim- 
ber, iron,  plank,  masts,  jjitch,  tar,  and  hemp,  by  which 
her  navy  was  built  and  kept  in  repair?  It  will,  it  must 
sink  her  from  among  the  nations,  ruin  her  credit,  and  make 
lier  a  bankrupt.  Add  to  this  the  enormous  sum  of  millions 
it  has  cost  her  for  securing  her  troops  with  experienced 
Generals  in  iheir  Boroughs,  the  forcing  one  intrenchment, 
the  work  of  a  single  night,  and  reducing  two  defenceless 
Towns  to  ashes,  in  a  manner  that  so  stains  the  lusire  of  the 
British  name,  as  will  not  be  washed  out  by  the  inundation 
of  time  ;  and  those  incredible  sums  for  pensioners,  place- 
men, and  court  sycophants,  whicli  must  be  paid,  if  the  nation 
is  ruined.  A  calculation  then,  with  a  diminution  resulting 
from  a  concurrence  of  the  above  combined  causes,  gives 
us  the  full  absolute  strength  and  weallh  of  Great  Britain. 
It  gives  us  the  whole  that  she  could  lift  to  action,  against 
an  enemy  in  her  own  neighbouiiiood,  was  she  to  bend  all 
her  power  and  spend  all  her  force  upon  him. 

Her  situation  is  the  next  thing,  in  the  order  proposed, 
that  demands  our  attention.  This,  in  point  of  locality,  and 
from  the  relation  she  stands  in  to  the  Kuropcnn  powers, 
will  still  further  lessen  her  already  diminished  strength, 
touching  the  American  dispute.  This,  if  carefully  attend- 
ed to,  will  enable  us  to  form  some  judgment  of  that  power 
by  which  she  must  subdue  the  Colonies.  It  gives  us  her 
relative  strensith,  which  is  certainly  much  below  her  abso- 
lute power.  While  she  is  subduing  the  Colonies,  she  must 
defend  herself.  It  is  irrational  to  sujjpose  that,  by  draining 
olF  her  meu  and  money  for  foreign  service,  she  will  leave 
home  so  destitute  as  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  first  invader.  An 
island  as  she  is,  and  envied  as  she  has  been,  instead  of 
having  those  fortified  frontiers  to  defend  her  from  the  in- 
cursions of  her  inveterate  enemies,  she  is  obliged  to  secure 
her  maritime  borders  by  her  floating  bulwarks,  her  power- 
ful fleets  and  squadrons.  It  is  true,  that  Great  Britain  is 
said  to  be  at  peace  with  her  rival  jjowers  ;  but  nominal 
peace,  by  the  modern  policy  of  nations,  is  a  sjiecies  of  in- 
active war.  The  large  and  numerous  armies  and  fleets 
that  are  kept  encamped  and  sujiported  in  pay  by  one  na- 
tion, induce  a  necessity  of  standing  armies  and  a  naval 
power  to  watch  their  motions  and  prevent  their  operations 
in  another.  France  and  Spain,  always  emulating  the  Uri- 
tish  glories,  have  in  constant  readiness  for  action  large 
forces,  both  by  land  and  sea.  Their  late  increased  war- 
like jireparations  wear  an  linstilo  aspect,  and  threaten 
some  important  blow.  The  latter  has  even  dared  to  in- 
sult with  impunity  the  mistress  of  the  seas;  the  former 
has  often  attempted,  and  is  still  wailing  an  opportunity  to 
humble  the  pride  of  the  Enc^lis/i  jiower.  Ireland  is  also, 
in  general,  opposed,  from  the  intolerable  grievances  and 
op|)ressioiis  they  sufl'er.  Notwiihstanding  the  heavy  ex- 
penses of  Government,  they  are  bmdcned  with  the  pay- 
ment of  a  list  of  pensioners  and  placemen  upon  ll\e  Irish 
establishment,  which,  in  1765,  fioiii  a  motion  by  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  that  Kingdom,  to  address  His  Majesty 
upon  the  subject,  the  sum  appeals  to  have  amounted,  in 
the  then  two  last  years,  to  above  a  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
thousand  Poimds;  the  ureater  part  of  which  is  paid  to  per- 
sons wUh  whom  they  have  no  sort  of  concern.  It  is  said 
there    arc    upwards  of  two    millions    in    the    Kingdom    so 


extremely  poor  that  they  are  unable  to  pay  the  two  shilling 
tax  for  their  single  hearth,  and  are  so  distrc'^sed  by  their 
tax-gatherers,  that  they  are  obliged  very  frequently  to  sell 
the  pot  in  which  their  potatoes  are  boiled.  I  am  astonish- 
ed, says  one,  under  such  depressing  circumstances,  to  ob- 
serve such  a  love  of  liberty  still  animating  that  loyal  and 
generous  nation,  and  nothing  can  raise  higher  my  idea  of 
the  integrity  and  publick  spirit  of  the  people  who  have 
preserved  the  sacred  fire  of  freedom  from  being  extin- 
guished, though  the  altar  on  which  it  burned  has  been 
thrown  down.      What  heart  does  not  melt  at  the  deplora- 
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Kingdom  docs  not  deprecate  its  fate?  It  speaks  in  peals 
of  thunder  to  America. 

But  to  return.  In  addition  to  all  this,  there  is  a  large 
train  of  discontented  subjects  in  the  very  bowels  of  Great 
Britain,  headed  by  the  greatest  and  best  men  in  the 
nation  ;  these  will  be  a  thorn  in  her  foot  that  will  give 
her  trouble  and  impede  her  progress.  In  this  situation, 
will  the  tviscst  and  best  of  Princes  leave  Ireland  to  rise  in 
arms?  Will  he  abandon  himself  to  the  just  indignation  of 
his  British  subjects?  W'ill  he  leave  the  nation  a  ])rey  to 
France  or  Spain?  or  relintjuisli  the  possession  of  his  other 
Dominions?  If  not,  it  must  necessarily  divert  much  of 
his  strength  fioin  the  American  Colonies,  many  of  his 
ships  to  defend  his  own  borders  ;  otherwise,  other  Princes 
will  make  him  feel  the  weight  of  their  swords,  and  con- 
strain hiin  to  yield  to  the  force  of  their  arms. 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  this  division  of 
the  subject  naturally  presents  itself.  America  is  three 
thousand  transmarine  miles  from  this  belligerent  power. 
Shafts  shot  across  the  Atlantick  must  lose  their  force  in 
air.  Great  Britain  must  beat  the  air  and  plough  the 
ocean,  before  slie  can  take  the  field.  The  seas  will  con- 
tinue to  roll,  the  wind  to  blow,  and  the  cold  frost  to  visit 
our  northern  shores,  whicli  arrest  the  streams  in  their 
course,  and  lash  them  fast  to  the  river's  side.  She  must 
spend  much  of  her  strength  in  getting  at  an  object  so  re- 
mote. And  after  carrying  on  an  expensive  war  with  wind 
and  weather,  does  she  mount  the  stage  upon  equal  terms? 
Can  she,  Wke  Hannibal,  recruit  her  wasted  Armv  and  pro- 
cure resources  in  an  enemy's  country,  where  children  are 
upon  guard,  and  women  tarry  by  the  stuff?  Or  will  the 
skeletons  of  Government,  the  renegadoes  at  her  standard, 
form  one  fighting  phalanx,  and  yield  her  real  aid.  Besides 
all  this,  there  is  the  difiiculty  of  levying  troops  for  service 
so  remote,  and  of  such  doubtful  success;  of  procuring  sea- 
sonable supplies  for  such  long  and  uncertain  campaigns;  of 
commanding  transports  and  performing  voyages  so  lengthy, 
in  which  sickness  is  contracted  in  the  passage,  and  the  con- 
sequent loss  of  life ;  the  want  of  fresh  provisions ;  the 
delays  ever  attendant  on  movements  so  distant  from 
the  cabinet — movements  which  have  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  world.  I  am  sensible  much  has  been  said 
of  the  thousands  of  Hessians  and  Hanoverians  that  are 
taken  into  British  pay  for  present  emergencies.  These 
will  not  fight  without  pay.  There  must  be  some  great 
object  to  induce  them  to  leave  their  native  country,  to 
which  they  never  may  return,  and  to  take  part  in  a  foreign 
quarrel.  But  where  is  the  wealth  to  come  from  that  shall 
enable  Great  Britain  to  (Miijage  in  her  service  a  sullicient 
number  of  foreigners  to  subdue  the  Colonies,  and  to  main- 
tain that  conquest,  after  the  richest  and  most  luxuriant 
sources  of  her  wealth  are  dried  up  and  gone  forever? 
Where  are  the  armies,  the  pay  for  those  multiplied  de- 
mands that  will  result  from  her  situation,  at  home  and 
abroad,  with  her  own  subjects  and  other  States? 

I  shall  be  short  upon  the  last  branch  of  the  subject. 
Bravery,  humanity,  and  a  love  of  liberty,  were  fornierly 
supposed  to  enter  into  the  composiiion  ol'an  Ens^Ushmnn's 
temper.  Are  there  no  habits  of  friendship  between  the 
de-;cendants  of  a  common  par<?nt,  who  pave  fought  and 
bled  side  by  si-li;,  that  will  check  the  ardour  of  offensive 
warriors,  who  are  rontendini;  for  domination  against  the 
defenders  of  their  rights?  Will  not  a  recollection  of  mu- 
tual instances  of  kindness  lead  to  recollection,  and  excite 
pity  from  scenes  of  barbarity?  Will  no  spectacles  kindle 
the  relentings  of  nature  in  favour  of  a  brave,  virtuous,  and 
opiu'cssed  people,  stnijiiling  for  their  liberties?  Will 
there  bo  no  dell'ction  fi'om  the  senlimenls  of  humanity? 
Allowing  the  Americans  are   deluded,  will   the)'  have  no 
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compassion  for  a  general  and  inevitable  cleinsion  ?  Will 
not  ihey  see  lliat  the  dagger  wiiich  0|iens  tlie  way  to  what 
they  call  a  deluded  heart,  and  lets  out  life,  conveys  no  con- 
viction to  a  survivor's  head?  Tlie  delusion  still  continues, 
and  the  spirit  is  invincible ;  and  alihougli  it  should  bend, 
for  a  moment,  like  an  unwieldy  bow,  yet  soon  it  would  lly 
from  its  over-wrought  tension,  and,  like  Hamcs  smothered 
in  a  burning  ])it,  blaze  out  anew.  At  length,  fatigued  with 
havock,  and  despairing  of  success,  will  not  serious  reflec- 
tion seize  their  heads,  and  the  pangs  and  twitchings  of  a 
wounded  spirit,  which  stings  like  an  adder  and  bites  like 
a  serpent,  cool  their  courage,  slieaih  their  swords,  and 
carry  them  back  to  their  own  homes,  to  demand  the  for- 
feited heads  of  their  blood-thirsty  employers? 

From  this  summary  view  of  the  strength  of  (I real  Bri- 
tain, we  have  no  reason  to  think  her  force  matchless,  or 
that  her  efforts  against  America  will  prove  successful.  It 
is  a  good  ride  never  to  despise  the  power  of  an  enemy, 
hut  to  presume  upon  the  worst,  and  prepaie  for  the  hard- 
est. 1  shall,  in  my  next,  take  a  similar  view  of  the  inter- 
nal strenjrth  of  the  United  American  Colonies,  in  the  nmv 
world  ;  tliat,  having  tlie  whole  before  you  in  a  collected 
point,  you  may  make  your  comparisons,  and  draw  such  in- 
ferences as  may  be  warranted  by  the  naiuio  of  the  case 
and  the  truth  of  fact  respecting  both  Countries. 

Worcester,  November  17,  1775. 


more  is  absolutely  necessary.  So  excellent  an  harbour  as 
that  of  Falmouth  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  secure. 
On  the  ])reservation  of  this  harbour  deiientis,  in  a  great 
measure,  the  safety  of  this  whole  eastern  country;  and 
should  our  enemies  get  ))ossession  of  it,  I  humbly  think 
the  whole  Continent  will  suller  by  the  loss;  not  only  by  the 
damage  it  will  be  to  us,  but  by  the  advantages  which  they 
will  thereby  gain.  I  doubt  not,  therefore,  a  due  attention 
will  be  given  hereto;  and  1  believe  if  a  number  of  men 
were  placed  in  a  garrison  hme,  and  an  armed  vessel  or  two 
stationetl  to  guard  the  coast,  it  woidd  be  an  expense  well 
applied. 

I  am  unac(]uainted  with  military  matters,  but  I  think  it 
a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to  conmiunicatc  my  mind  ;  and, 
if  yoiu-  Excellency  thinks  it  proper,  1  should  be  glad  this 
matter  might  be  laid  before  the  Continental  Congress. 
However,  I  would  by  no  means  pretend  to  dictate;  but  I 
hope  some  measui'cs,  wiser  than  1  can  propose,  will  be 
sjjeedily  ado|)ted  to  serve  the  general  interest. 

Colonel  I'hinnei/,  I  suppose,  will  inform  your  Excellen- 
cy of  the  present  situation  of  aflairs  here.  I  will  not  there- 
fore add,  but  that  I  am,  with  gi'cat  respert,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedieiit  and  very  humble  servant, 

Sajiijel  Freeman. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Ji'ashin^^tou. 


CENEUAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  WARD. 

Sm:  As  the  season  is  fast  approaching  when  the  bay 
between  us  and  Boston  will,  in  all  probability,  be  close 
shut  up,  thereby  rendering  any  movement  upon  the  ice  as 
easy  as  if  no  water  was  llieie  ;  and  as  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable that  General  Howe,  when  he  gets  the  expected  re- 
enforcements,  will  endeavour  to  relieve  himself  from  the 
disgraceful  confinement  in  which  the  Ministerial  Troops 
lia\e  been  all  this  summer,  common  prudence  dictates  the 
necessity  of  guarding  our  camps  wherever  they  are  most 
assailable.  For  this  purpose,  1  wish  you,  General  Thomas, 
General  Spencer,  and  Colonel  Putnam,  to  meet  me  at 
your  quarters  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock,  that  we  may 
examine  the  ground  between  your  work  at  the  mill  anil 
SewalPs  Point,  and  direct  such  batteries  as  may  appear 
necessary,  for  the  security  of  your  camp  on  that  side,  to  he 
thrown  up  without  loss  of  time.  I  have  long  had  it  upon 
my  mind  that  a  successful  attemiU  might  be  made,  by  way 
of  surprise,  on  Castle  iVilliam.  From  every  account,  there 
are  not  more  than  three  hundred  men  in  that  place.  The 
whale-boats,  therefore,  which  you  have,  and  such  as  could 
be  sent  to  you,  would  easily  transport  eight  hundred  or  one 
thousand  ;  which,  with  a  very  moderate  share  of  conduct 
and  resolution,  might,  I  should  think,  bring  off  the  garri- 
son, if  not  the  stores.  I  wish  you  to  discuss  this  matter, 
under  the  rose,  with  officers  on  whose  judgment  and  spirit 
you  can  rely.  Something  of  this  sort  may  show  how  far 
the  men  are  to  be  depended  upon. 

I  am,  with  respect.  Sir,  \our  very  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  !\Iajor-Geiieral  Ariemas  JVard. 

SAMUEL  FREEMAN  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Falmouth,  Novcml.fr  17.  1775. 
Sir:  Being  prevented,  by  a  sudden  departurt;  liom 
llatertou-n,  liom  wailing  on  your  Excellency,  as  I  fully 
intended,  1  think  it  proper,  by  way  of  letter,  to  inform  you 
that  our  General  Court  have  appointed  the  Hon.  Josipti 
Frije,  Esq.,  "  to  take  the  command  of  the  men  stationed 
in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  who  were  raised  for  the 
defence  of  the  sea-coast,  until  their  further  orders  ;  and  have 
empowered  him,  upon  any  emergency,  to  alarm  and  call 
together  the  Militia  of  the  said  County,  or  such  part  thereof 
as  their  safety  may  require,  and  them  to  discharge  as  soon 
as  ibe  service  will  admit;  and  to  lead  and  conduct  them 
and  the  other  forces,  and  with  them  to  encounter,  repel, 
and  resist,  by  force  of  arms,  all  and  every  person  or  per- 
sons that  shall  attempt  the  surprise,  destruction,  invasion, 
or  annoyance  of  this  Town  and  County;  and  to  cause  such 
fortifications  to  be  erected  at  Falmouth,  aforesaid,  and  else- 
where, a^  he  shall  judLje  necessary  for  their  [our]  defence." 
This  is  all  the  Court  have  done  at  ])reseiit.     Something 


STEIMIEN    MOVE  AN   TO   WILLIAM   WATSON. 

Ceimliridgp,  Noveml)rr  17,  1775. 

Sir:  Captain  Coit  complains  of  the  uneasiness  the  men 
are  under,  and  as  the  only  chance  there  is  of  taking  any 
prize  is  his  being  out  at  this  time,  the  General  consents  to 
his  getting  men  at  Plymouth,  which,  he  says,  he  can  readily 
do.  If  he  can  procure  them,  give  him, every  forwardness 
you  can.  He  says  six  weeks'  provision  will  be  necessary, 
and  that  bo  must  have  a  spare  pilot,  in  case  of  a  prize. 
For  God's  sake  indulge  him,  and  if  he  has  misinformed 
his  Excellency  about  getting  the  men,  let  us  know  it  im- 
mediately, that  we  may  govern  oursehts  accordingly. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Stephen  Moylan,  Scc'ij  pro  tem. 
To  miliam  il'atson,  Esq.,  Ph/moulh. 


lord  GEORGE  GER.MAIN  TO  GENERAL  HOWE. 

Wliitehall,  November  18,  1775. 

Sir:  Lieulenant-General  6V/^e  arrived  here  tlie  1-ltli 
instant,  and  1  have  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  the  King 
your  despatches  of  the  oih  and  9th  of  October. 

It  was  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  recei\e,  so  early  after 
my  coming  into  oftice,  your  ideas  of  the  plan  of  operations 
in  the  ensuing  spring,  and  of  the  force  necessary  for  car- 
lying  that  plan  into  execution. 

Every  effort  will  be  used  to  send  you,  as  early  as  pos- 
sible, the  re-enforcement  that  will  be  wanted  ;  and  although 
our  negotiation  for  foreign  auxiliaries  has  not  succeeded 
according  to  our  expectations,  and  our  recruits  come  in  but 
slowly,  yet  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  we  are  not  deceived  in 
the  propositions  which  have  been  made  for  raising  some 
new  corps,  and  the  engagenicnis  which  have  been  entered 
into  for  procuring  levies  in  Germanij,  we  shall  enable  you 
to  lake  the  field  with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men. 

Of  the  five  Regiments  which  were  under  orders  to  sail 
from  Cork  {or  America,  in  the  course  of  last  month,  the 
Seventeenth,  Twenty-Seventh,  and  Fifty-Fifth,  have  pro- 
ceeded upon  their  voyage;  but  the  Twenty-Eighth  and 
Forty-Sixth  having  been  forced,  by  contrary  winds,  to  put 
back,  the  King  has  thought  fit  to  add  them  to  the  arma- 
ment preparing  for  an  expedition  to  the  Southern  Colo- 
nies ;  and  I  hope  that,  before  the  end  of  this  month,  the 
troops  destined  for  that  service  will  have  been  embarked. 

All  the  advices  which  have  been  received  of  the  state 
of  the  Southern  Provinces,  since  the  first  idea  of  that  ex- 
pedition was  taken  up,  tend  to  show  the  propriety  of  it, 
and  to  confirm  us  in  our  hopes  that  it  will  be  attended  with 
advantage  and  success  ;  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  the  whole 
or  the  greatest  part  of  the  Regiments,  employed  upon  that 
occasion,  will  join  the  Army  under  your  command  much 
earlier,  and  in  a  better  state  for  service,  than  if  they  were 
sent  fioni  hence  in  the  spring. 

i  am,  &c.,  Geotge  Geumai.n. 
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GENERAL  SCHIVLER  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  ALBANY. 
Ticondcroga,  November  18,  1775. 

Sir:  You  will  please  to  coiiununicate  to  the  Committee 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  the  further  success  of 
our  arms.  General  Montgomery  possessed  himself  ()[ Mon- 
treal on  the  13th  instant.  Colonel  Arnold  is  arrived  at 
l^utbcck;  so  that  in  all  probahility  the  entire  possession  of 
Canada,  as  formerly  limited,  will  be  in  our  possession  soon, 
if  not  already;  events  which,  1  hope,  will  have  a  tendency 
to  bring  the  Alinistry  of  our  Sovereign  to  reasonable  terms. 

That  Heaven  may  again,  and  speedily,  reunite  us  in 
every  bond  of  affection  and  interest ;  that  the  British  Em- 
|)ire  may  become  the  envy  and  admiration  of  the  universe, 
and  flourish  until  the  omnipotent  .Master  thereof  shall  be 
))luased  to  put  his  fiat  on  all  earthly  empires,  is  the  sinceie 
wish  of  yours,  kc.  Philip  ScHrvLEK. 

To  the  Committee  of  Albany. 

GENERAL    SCHUYLER   TO  THE    PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 
[R^-:id  November  21),  1775.J 

Tieonderoga,  November  18,  1775. 

Sir:  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  congratulate  Congress 
on  the  reduction  o{  Montreal.  I  enclose  the  copy  of  the 
terms  the  inhabitants  wished  to  have,  and  o(  Geneia\  Mont- 
gomery's answer,  together  with  copies  of  sundry  letters 
from  Mr.  Brook  liaison,  "  whose  zeal  (as  Gi;nQra\  Mont- 
gomery, en  badinage,  expresses  himself)  is  only  to  he 
equalled  by  his  sincerity." 

General  Carleton  took  the  advantage  of  a  favourable 
wind  to  go  down  the  St.  Lawrence  the  evening  before  Gen- 
eral 37o)iC^o?nc.'"(/ arrived.  He  took  with  him  his  garrison, 
on  board  of  ten  or  eleven  small  craft,  reserved  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  to  carry  away  the  powder  and  other  important 
stores.  General  Montgomery  is  nevertheless  in  hopes  of 
possessing  himself  of  the  jiowder.  1  am  sure  no  diligence 
will  be  wanting  on  his  part  to  effect  it. 

"  By  intercepted  letter,  I  finil  (says  our  General)  that 
Colonel  Arnold  is  certainly  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  (^ticbeck.  That  those  who  are  inimical  to  our  cause 
are  exceedingly  alarmed,  and  expect  to  be  besieged  ;" 
which  (he  assures  me)  they  will  be  if  the  severe  season 
holds  off,  and  he  can  prevail  on  the  troojjs  to  acconijiany 
him.     He  adds: 

"  The  Lizard,  man-of-war,  is  arrived  at  (^uebeck,  with 
twenty  thousand  Pounds  and  one  hundred  marines.  They 
have  had  some  other  little  re-enforcements  and  recruits 
from  Colonel  Maclean's  Regiment,  called  the  Emigrants, 
which,  together  with  artificers  and  sailors,  may  amount  in 
all  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

"  One  of  the  brigs  which  sailed  some  time  since  from 
England,  is  arrived  with  clothing  and  aims. 

"  I  can't  help  feeling  great  uneasiness  till  I  know  the  de- 
termination of  the  troops  with  respect  to  engaging  for  six 
months  longer.  I  was  obliged  to  promise  all  such  their 
dismission  as  chose  it.  1  make  no  doubt  of  retaining  the 
ground  already  gotten  ;  but  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
10  finish  this  business  at  once,  that  the  Ministry  may  have 
no  hopes  left  of  carrying  on  their  jjlan  in  this  important 
quarter.  At  any  rate,  it  will  be  highly  expedient  to  throw 
in  a  large  body  of  troops,  as  soon  as  the  ice  will  bear,  in 
order  to  make  a  vigorous  attack  on  (-^uebcck  before  the 
arrival  of  succours  in  the  spring,  should  it  not  fall  into  our 
hands  this  winter;  but  should  this  instance  of  good  fortune 
crown  our  labours,  some  advantageous  post  must  be  chosen 
below  (-luebeck,  where  a  large  corps  of  troops,  strongly 
posted,  a  boom  over  a  narrow  channel,  and  floating  batte- 
ries, may  hnffie  all  attemjits  from  Europe.  I  am  told  a 
diflicult  pass,  termed  the  Traverse,  will  answer  this  pur- 
pose. 1  shall  clothe  the  troops  completely  who  engage 
again. 

'•  I  find,  with  pleasure,  iliat  my  jinlitii-ks  have  squared 
with  the  \iews  of  ('oiigre';^,  and  shall  lose  no  time  in 
calling  a  Convention,  when  my  iiitcinled  expedition  is 
finished. 

"Will  not  3'ourliralth  i)ermit  ynii  Ki  rrside  at  Montrciil 
this  winter:  1  must  go  home,  if  I  walk  liv  llir  side  ofllie 
lake.  1  am  weary  of  power,  and  lolally  w;iiu  that  patience 
and  temper  requisite  to  such  a  command.'' 

It  is  impossible,  Sir,  to  conceive  the  variety  of  difficul- 
lies  he  has  had  to  encounter.      Prudence  forb'ids  me  to  be 


particular,  and  I  ain  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  last  decla- 
ration of  his.  I\Iy  sentiments,  on  this  head,  exactly  coin- 
cide with  his,  and  so  must  those  of  every  man  of  senti- 
ment, who  is  drove  to  the  necessity  of  wheedling,  coaxing, 
and  even  lying,  as  we  have  both  been  under  the  necessity 
of  doing,  in  order  to  carry  on  tlie  service.  I  shall,  how- 
ever, do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  put  a  finishing  stroke 
to  the  campaign,  and  make  the  best  arrangement  in  my 
power  in  order  to  ensure  success  to  the  next ;  this  done,  [ 
must  beg  leave  to  retire.  In  a  gentleman  of  General  Mont- 
gomery's abilities,  the  Colonies  will  sustain  an  essential 
loss;  it  is,  however,  a  consolation  that  you  have  many 
other  able  and  experienced  commanders.  Permit  me  to 
suggest  that  it  would  be  highly  proper  to  determine  on 
one  to  command  in  Canada,  should  he  come  away. 

Since  your  letter  of  the  l-2th  ultimo,  I  have  not  been 
honoured  with  a  line  from  Congress.  1  am  consequently 
without  their  determination  on  that  part  of  mine  of  the 
5th  oi  October,  which  relates  to  the  pa_\  ment  of  the  troops, 
and  which  I  again  mentioned  in  mine  of  the  21st  and  22d — 
a  matter  of  much  more  moment  than  at  first  view  it  ap- 
pears to  be ;  for  unless  the  mode  of  paying  the  troops, 
which  I  then  pointed  out,  or  something  similar  to  it,  be 
adopted,  not  only  a  very  considerable  sum  of  money  will 
be  lost  to  the  publick,  but  the  troops  cannot  be  paid  ofl". 

I  am  unhappy  to  find  the  apprehensions  1  expressed  in 
a  letter  of  the  20th  ult.,  that  few  of  the  troops  to  the  north- 
ward would  re-engage,  is  on  the  point  of  being  realized. 
They  have  such  an  intemperate  desire  to  return  home,  that 
nothing  can  equal  it. 

As  our  paper  currency  will  not  pass  in  Canada,  there 
will  be  an  absolute  necessity  of  sending  a  very  considerable 
sum  in  specie ;  for  if  the  Canadians  should  entertain  an 
opinion  of  our  inability  in  point  of  cash,  I  fear  they  will 
not  adhere  to  us  with  that  firmness  we  could  wish  ;  espe- 
cially as  they  will  be  informed  of  the  intended  emoluments 
of  the  Ministry  in  their  lavour. 

I  have  sent  Captain  Curtis,  of  Colonel  Hinman's  Regi- 
ment, (who  is  the  only  officer  of  that  Regiment,  as  yet 
returned,  willing  to  remain  in  the  service,)  to  recruit.  En- 
close you  copy  of  my  orders  to  him  ;  necessity,  occasioned 
by  the  impossibility  of  hearing  from  Congress  in  time,  as 
the  season  is  so  far  advanced,  must  be  my  apology  for  this 
measure,  which,  1  conceived,  could  not  be  dispensed  with. 

I  have  given  the  like  orders  to  Ca[)tain  Mills  and  Cap- 
tain Rosckrans,  of  Colonel  Holmes's  Regiment,  proposing 
to  raise  four  Companies  of  seventy-five  men,  officers  in- 
cluded, for  this  post  and  Fort  George,  as  those  works,  which 
I  proposed  in  my  last,  cannot  be  carried  on  without  this 
number  of  men,  and  even  more. 

1  send  on  Captain  Livingston,  (w  ho  brought  me  General 
Montgomery's  despatches,  with  these,)  a  gentlemen  whose 
alertness  and  zeal  has  caused  him  to  be  distinguished  in 
the  Army. 

I  have  a  variety  of  regulations  in  contemplation,  but 
time  does  not  permit  me  to  communicate  them  ;  and,  in- 
deed, I  bflieve  it  will  not  be  necessary  that  1  should,  as  I 
hope  to  be  honoured  with  a  Committee  of  Congress. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  most  profound  respect  to  Congress 
and  to  you,  \our  most  obedient  and  most  humble  ser- 
vant, o  £_• 

Philip  Scirvler. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  \;c. 

P.  S.  1  have  ordered  the  Commissary-General  to  pur- 
chase a  thousand  barrels  of  pork,  and  three  thousand 
bushels  of  salt,  and  to  get  it  at  Albany,  if  possible,  before 
the  navigation  of  JIudson's  River  ceases  for  this  year,  that 
it  may  be  brought  up  to  Fort  George  in  the  course  of  the 
winter.  1  di  rst  not  venture  to  order  up  a  greater  quantity  of 
salt,  although  1  think  much  more  should  be  sent,  lest  the 
intercourse  between  Albany  anti  yew-  York  should  be  cut 
ofl"  by  the  ships  of  war.  This  appears  to  me  a  very  capital 
matter;  for  wiihout  that  necessary  article,  it  will  be  witli 
the  uimosi  dillicult}'  that  an  Army  can  be  supported  in  this 


I'O  THE    INHARITANTS   OF   -MONrREAL. 

Nnveiahor  IJ,  177.V 

Gentlemen:  JMy  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  Montreal  in- 
duces me  to  request  that  you  will  exert  yourselves  among 
the  inhabitants  to  prevail  on  them  to  enter  into  such  mea- 
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sures  as  uiil  prevent  llie  necessity  of  opening  my  batte- 
ries on  the  Town.  VVlien  1  consider  the  dreadful  conse- 
quences of  a  bombardment,  tiie  distress  tiiat  must  attend  a 
fire,  (at  this  season  especially,)  when,  it  is  too  late  to  re- 
pair the  damage  which  must  ensue,  how  many  innocent 
people  must  suffer,  and  that  the  firm  friends  of  liberty  must 
be  involved  in  one  common  ruin  with  the  wicked  tools  of 
despotism,  my  heart  bleeds  at  the  dire  necessity  which 
compels  me  to  distress  that  unfortunate  city.  1  conjure 
you,  by  all  the  ties  of  humanity,  to  take  every  possible  step 
to  soften  the  heart  of  the  Governour ;  for  he,  if  lie  be  sin- 
cere in  his  )irofessions  to  the  people  committed  lo  his  charge, 
must  commiserate  their  condition.  In  vain  will  he  jiersist 
in  a  resistance,  which  can  only  be  attended  with  misery  to 
the  inhabitants,  and  witli  lasting  disgrace  to  his  own  hu- 
manity. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  earnest  wishes  for  the  success  of 
your  negotiation,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Richard  MoNrr.o.'vrF.UY, 
B rigad icr-G encra / ,  Coniinvntal  Army. 

P.  S.  1  have  just  heard  it  has  been  falsely  and  scanda- 
lously reported,  our  intentions  are  to  plunder  the  inhabi- 
tants. I  have  only  to  appeal  to  your  own  observation, 
whether  such  a  proceeding  be  consistent  with  our  conduct 
since  we  have  entered  this  Province. 


Articles  of  Capitiihuion  made  and  entered  into  bctivccn 
Ricu.viiD    MoNTfiOMKRY,  Esq.,  Brigadier-G encHil  of 
the  Continental  Army,  and  t!ic  Citizens  and  In/iabitants 
nf  Montreal,  represented   by   the  subscribers,   John 
PoRTEous,  Pjerre  Panet,  John  Blake,Pierre  Me- 
ZTERE,  James   Finlay,  St.  George   Dupree,  James 
McGiLL,  Louis  Carrignant,  Rich'd  Huntlv,  Fran- 
cois .Mathiot,  EinvARD  William  Grky,  and  Pieri-.e 
Guy,  duly  elected  for  that  jnuyose. 
Article  1st.  That  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  i17yn- 
treal,  as  well  individuals  as  religious  orders  and  communi- 
ties, without   any  exceptions,  shall  be   maintained  in   the 
free  possession  and  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  goods,  and 
effects,  moveable  and  immoveable,  of  what  nature  soever 
they  may  be. 

Article  i2d.  That  the  inhabitants,  F/-c?(f/j  and  _E»g7/i//, 
shall  be  maintained  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  relii;ian. 

Article  .3d.  That  trade,  in  general,  as  well  within  the 
Province  as  in  the  upper  countries,  and  parts  beyond  the 
seas,  shall  be  carried  on  freely  as  heretofore,  and  passports 
shall  be  granted  for  that  purpose. 

Article  4th.  That  passports  shall  also  he  granted  to 
those  who  may  want  them  for  the  ditferent  parts  of  tliis 
Province  or  elsewhere,  on  their  lawful  affairs. 

Article  5th.  That  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  and  suburbs  of  Moritreal  shall  not  be  compelled,  on 
any  pretence  whatever,  to  take  uj)  arms  against  the  Mother 
Country,  nor  to  contribute,  in  any  manner,  towards  carry- 
ing on  war  against  her. 

Article  6th.  That  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  and  suburbs,  or  any  other  part  of  the  country,  who 
have  taken  up  arms  for  the  defence  of  this  Province,  and 
are  taken  prisoners,  shall  be  set  at  liberty. 

Article  7th.  That  courts  of  justice  shall  be  established 
for  the  determination  of  property,  and  that  the  judges  of 
the  said  courts  shall  be  elected  by  the  people. 

Article  Sth.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  shall  not 
be  subjected  to  lodge  troo|)s. 

Article  9th.  That  no  inhabitants  of  the  country,  or 
savages,  shall  be  iiermitted  to  enter  the  Town  until  the 
commandant  shall  have  taken  possession,  and  pi'ovided  for 
the  security  tliereof. 

.John  Porteous,        Pierre  Panet, 

R.    HUNTLY,  AIaTHIOT, 

John  Blake,  Carrignant, 

Edwaru  W.  Grey,  Meziere, 
James  FiNLAY,  St.  George  Dupree, 

James  IMcGill,  Guy. 

Montreal,  Nove!nbcr"12,  1775. 


I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  Articles  were  present- 
ed to  me,  to  which  1  have  (j;iven  the  following  answer: 
The  City  of  Montreal,  having  neither  ammunition,  artil- 


lery, troops,  nor  provisions,  and  having  it  not  in  their 
power  to  fulfil  one  article  of  the  treaty,  can  claim  no  title 
to  a  capitulation. 

The  Continental  Army  have  a  generous  disdain  of  every 
act  of  oppression  and  violence  ;  they  are  come  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  giving  liberty  and  security.  The  General 
therefore  engages  his  honour  to  maintain  in  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  their  property,  of  every  kind,  the  individuals 
and  religious  communiiies  of  the  City  oi  Montreal. 

The  inhabitants,  whether  English,  French,  or  others, 
shall  be  maintained  in  the  free  exercise  of  thrir  religion. 

The  present  inil)ap|iy  contention,  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  Colonies,  puts  it  out  of  his  power  to  engage  for 
freedom  of  trade  to  the  Mother  Country;  nor  can  he  make 
a  general  promise  of  passjiorts ;  as  far  as  it  may  consist 
with  the  safety  of  the  troops  and  the  publick  good,  he  shall 
be  happy  to  promote  commerce,  and,  for  that  purpose, 
promises  to  grant  passports  for  the  upper  countries  when 
required. 

The  General  hopes  to  see  such  a  virtuous  Provincial 
Convention  assembled,  as  will  enter,  with  zeal,  into  every 
measure  that  can  contiibute  to  set  the  civil  and  religious 
rights  of  this  and  her  sister  Colonies  on  a  permanent  foun- 
dation. He  promises,  for  himself,  that  he  will  not  compel 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
IVlother  Country,  or  contribute  towards  the  cx|)enses  ol' 
carrying  on  the  present  war. 

The  Continental  Army  came  into  this  Province  for  its 
protection  ;  they  therefore  cannot  consider  their  opposers 
as  taking  up  arms  for  its  defence. 

'Tis  not  in  the  General's  power  to  engage  for  the  return 
of  prisoners;  motives  of  humanity  will  induce  liim  to  use 
his  interest  for  their  return  to  their  families,  provided  it  can 
be  done  without  endangering  the  publick  safety. 

Speedy  measures  shall  be  taken  for  the  establishing 
courts  of  justice  upon  tiie  most  liberal  plan,  conformable 
to  the  British  Constitution. 

The  inhabitants  shall  not  be  burdened  with  troops,  but 
when  necessity  retpiires  it;  of  which  necessity  the  General 
must  be  judge. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  savages,  shall  not 
enter  the  Town  till  the  guards  are  posted. 

To-morrow  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  the  Continental 
Troops  shall  take  possession  of  the  Recollect  Gate.  The 
proper  oflicers  must  attend,  with  the  keys  of  all  publick 
stores,  upon  the  Quartermaster-General  at  nine  o'clock,  at 
the  Recollect  Gate. 

This  engagement  is  understood  and  declaretl  to  be  bind- 
ing on  any  future  commanding  officer  of  the  Continental 
Troops  that  may  succeed  me  in  this  district. 

Richard  Montgomery, 
Brigadier- Goieral,  Continental  Army. 

]\Iontieal,  November  12,  1775. 

Ticomleropra,  Noveml.cr  IG,  1775. 

Sir  :  You  having  signified  to  me  that  you  are  willing  to 
continue  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  raised  for 
defence  of  yi/neriicfl/i.  liberty,  and  for  repelling  every  hos- 
tile invasion  thereof,  in  the  rank  you  now  hold,  I  do  there- 
fore, by  virtue  of  the  power  given  me  by  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  appoint  you  a  Captain  in  their  Ariny, 
and  that  you  will  be  allowed  the  like  pay  that  you  have 
hitherto  served  for,  unless  they  should  please  to  augment 
it ;  and  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  you  should  immediately 
raise  a  Company,  to  consist  of  seventy-two  men,  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  included,  1  do  therefore 
empower  and  direct  you  to  promise  to  every  man  that  you 
shall  enlist  the  same  pay  tliat  was  allowed  to  the  troojts 
raised  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  for  the  iiresent  cam- 
paign, and  also  that  they  shall  be  clothed,  the  particulars 
of  which  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  determine,  as  I  am  not 
furnished  with  an  account  of  them  by  the  honourable  Con- 
gress; that  they  shall  be  allowed  one-twelfth  of  a  dollar 
per  day,  for  their  subsistence,  until  they  arrive  at  such 
place  where  provisions  can  be  issued  to  them.  If  any  man 
I)rings  his  own  arms,  such  arms  shall  be  valued  ;  and  if 
lost  in  the  service,  unless  through  the  negligence  of  the 
owner,  they  shall  be  paid  for  them  ;  and  such  as  are  not 
lost  shall  have  the  same  allowance  made  for  the  use  of 
them  as  was  allowed  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  to  the 
troops  raised  theiein  for  the  present  campaign. 
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You  are  to  enlist  none  but  able-bodied  men  ;  and  every 
person  tliat  shall  so  enlist  is  to  subscribe  an  enlistment,  in 
the  following  words : 

"  1,  A  D,  ,  ill  the  Colony  of  ,  by   trade  a 

J  do  acknowledge  to  have  voluntarily  enlisted  my- 
self a  private  soldier  in  a  Re>;iment  of  Foot,  to  be  com- 
manded by  such  Colonel  as  the  honourable  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  shall  theieunto  appoint ;  and  do  promise  that 
I  will  faitlifully  serve  in  such  Regiment,  so  commanded, 
for  the  term  of  seven  months,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and 
be  obedient  to  and  observe  such  articles  cf  war  as  the  hon- 
ourable Congress  hath  or  shall  fi'om  time  to  time  institute 
for  the  government  of  their  Army,  raised  for  the  defence 
o{  American  liberty,  and  for  repelling  every  hostile  inva- 
sion thereof." 

You  are  to  keep  an  exact  account  of  the  dale  ol  every 
man's  enlistment. 

You  will  make  no  delay  in  executing  this  service,  as  the 
time  for  which  the  men  now  here  and  at  Fort  G'torge  were 
enlisted  will  soon  expire,  and  1  wish  to  have  the  new-raised 
men  up  some  time  before. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

m,      ,-,  ■       T-;  r'      >•  Pllll-11'   ScilL'YLER. 

To  Captain  Eleazer  CurUs. 


Dear  Sia:  I  know  your  goodness  will  pardon  the  trou- 
ble 1  am  giving  and  likely  to  give  you  ;  the  necessity  of 
the  day  will  plead  my  excuse.  Will  you  take  the  trouble 
to  forward  the  enclosed  letters:  They  are  of  consequence 
to  me,  as  well  as  to  those  to  whom  they  are  addressed. 

I  shall  also  take  leave  to  inform  you  that  John  Orillat, 
a  French  gentleman  of  this  Town,  for  whom  1  liave  great 
regard,  and  with  whom  1  have  extensive  commercial  con- 
cerns, is  now  a  prisoner  with  the  Rebels,  by  which  his 
family  and  |iroperiy  suffer  much.  Will  you,  my  good  Sir, 
do  me  the  kind  office  to  get  l.im  exchanged,  if  possible, 
supply  his  wants,  and  return  him  to  his  family,  and  you 
will  thereby  render  the  most  acceptable  service  to,  dear 

Sir,  your  faithful  humble  servant,         t-,  -.tt 

'  ■'  '         Ijrook  Watson. 

To  Major  Shirreff,  BosUni. 

P.  S.    The  last  letter  from  .Air.  (hVlat  was  dated  77- 

couficrosa,   -^Oth    Septt?n6cr,    n'.j.      I    hope   lo   sail   for 

London  m  ten  days.  B.  W. 

:Muntr  ;■!,  Octohrr  lH,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  had  the  long  wished  for  satisfaction 
of  hearing  from  you  at  last.  On  the  7th  instant  I  recei\ed 
yours  of  August  the  14tli,  and  immediately  desired  my 
friend  at  (^^ueheck  to  find  i\Ir.  Bli:<s,  and  get  from  him 
your  letter  of  the  13ih  August,  which  1  received  the  14th 
instant,  with  an  excise  of  iMr.  /Hiss,  thnt  lie  had  left  it  on 
board  with  his  bairgage.  Your  loiter,  in  answer  to  mine  of 
April  the  6th,  1  huve  not  received  ;  hence,  you  mav  natu- 
rally conceive  me  very  unhappy  concerning  you  and  Mrs. 
Fancuil;  but  am  now  relie\ed,  and  happy  to  learn  you 
had  determined  on  going  to  winter  in  JNorfj-.SVo/'V/,  because 
you  will  certainly  be  in  safely  there.  The  Admiral  can 
never  suffer  the  Colonists  to  cross  ihe  Bay  of  Funi!y,  and 
seize  the  Province,  nor  can  publick  affairs  continue  to  be 
conducted  as  they  have  been  hith.erto.  From  the  little 
knowledge  I  have  of  America,  and  of  military  operations, 
I  do  conceive  General  Gage  cannot  winter  at  Boston,  and 
that  ere  this  he  will  have  determined  to  ijuit  it ;  because, 
should  it  remain  longer  undetermined,  it  may  not  be  in  his 
power  to  quit  Boston  without  (]uitting  America.  My  mean- 
ing is,  tl'.at  he  cannot  winter  all  his  troops  at  Halifax; 
tlierefore,  part  of  them  must  come  to  (-^ucberk ;  and  it  is 
necessary,  lo  that  end,  that  ihey  should  now  be  embarked, 
or  tiiey  will  not  get  up  the  ri\er.  The  Hunter,  sloop-of- 
war,  is  arrived  at  (-^uebeck,  fiom  Buston.  Perhaps  she 
may  brinu  some  news  of  the  kind. 

Your  intention  of  ([uitling  America  next  s|)riiig,  and  with 
the  fragments  of  your  foriiine  purchasing  an  annuity  for 
your  and  Mrs.  Fancuil's  lives,  in  case  publick  affairs  jhall 
not  alter  nuich  for  the  better,  I  greatly  ajiprove;  at  the 
same  time,  hope  you  uill  not  have  occasion  to  carry  it  into 
execution.  Surely  the  Kingdom  of  (ireat  Britain  cannot 
much  longer  be  governed  by  such  weak  counsels  and  fee- 
ble efforts.     She  has  scarcelv  got  a  secure   Province   in 


America.  As  to  this,  it  has  long  been  on  the  brink  of 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  most  despicable  wretches. 
Had  not  the  inhabitants  of  this  Town  gone  out  to  meet 
Colonel  Allen,  on  Monday,  the  25th  ultimo,  the  Town  and 
principal  part  of  the  Provmce  uould  have  been  in  their 
hands,  and  that  fellow  would  |irobably  have  been  Govern- 
our  of  Montreal.  Thank  God,  that  day's  action  turned 
the  minds  of  the  Canadians ;  and  I  have  reason  to  hope 
the  Province  out  of  danger,  at  least  for  this  year,  and, 
doubtless,  ample  protection  will  be  afforded  it  early  in  the 
next. 

.'\s  to  the  affairs  of  fl'.  &,-  R.,  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
telling  you  I  have  sent  them  home  forty  thousand  Pounds 
sterling  since  my  arrival,  thirty-two  thousand  Pounds  of 
which  in  furs,  per  the  ship  Pomona,  Captain  Green,  which 
sailed  from  Quelicck  the  2d  instant.  Had  it  nut  been  for 
the  unhappy  troubles  which  have  reigned  tliis  year,  I  shoulil 
have  sent  ten  thousand  Pounds  more  ;  but  I  have  reason 
to  be  content  and  happy  in  having  made  a  voyage  to  Ame- 
rica in  1775. 

The  Province  of  Nova- Scotia  stands  much  indebted  to 
ff\  4"  B.,  and  1  should  be  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power, 
as  it  is  my  wish,  to  visit  it  before  my  return  to  England; 
but  I  conceive  both  the  affairs  of  that  Province  and  this 
demand  my  presence  in  London  as  soon  as  possible ;  for 
which  reason,  it  is  my  intention  to  leave  (^uebcck  in  the 
ship  Adamant,  about  the  10th  of  next  month,  hoping  to 
arrive  on  or  about  the  15th  December,  before  Parliament 
shall  be  adjourned.  Should  my  presence  in  Nova-Scotia 
be  absolutely  necessary,  I  shall,  in  discharge  of  my  duly, 
visit  it  next  spring.  At  the  same  time,  I  hope  in  God 
that  may  not  be  tlie  case,  for  I  ardently  long  for  peace 
and  home. 

Your  friends,  Messrs.  Jonathan  and  Laac  Clarke,  would 
have  done  well,  had  not  these  troubles  followed  them  to 
this  Province.  They  have  long  had  their  goods  packed, 
ready  for  embarking ;  but  I  hope  they  will  not  be  obliged 
to  ship  tliem. 

Our  friend  Butler  writes  me  he  had  resolved  to  go  to 
London,  with  his  wife,  in  the  Canadian,  Captain  Abbott. 
Should  that  happen,  I  hope  you  will  get  to  Halifax  before 
his  doparlure,  and  take  charge  of  JV.  &,■  B.'s  power  of 
attorney. 

Prav  make  mv  compliments   and   affectionate   regards 
known  to  Mrs.  Fann:     :  and   be  assured   that  1  am,  dear 
lithful  and  affectionate  friend. 

Brook  Watso.v. 


Sir,  your 
To  Ba,j 


Boston. 


Fanmil,  Jun.,  E^q. 

P.  S.  My  friend,  Mr.  John  Or//"7^  of  ihis  City,  is  now 
prisoner  with  the  Colonists.  I  esteem  him  much,  and  H'. 
^-  R.  have  great  commercial  concerns  with  him  and  part- 
ner, Mr.  Forelier.  The  last  news  I  had  of  him,  lie  was  at 
Ticondcroga.  Now,  dear  Sir,  use  your  interest  with  Gen- 
eral Gage  to  have  him  exchanged,  get  him  released  and 
returned  to  his  (iimily,  supply  his  want=,  and  thereby  ren- 
der a  most  acceptable  service  to  your  friend. 

Brook.  A\'at?on. 

Montreal,  October  19,  1775. 

Di-;AR  Sii; :  I  wrote  you  by  the  Cellery,  Captain  Har- 
dic,  from  i-Juebeck,  on  tlie  18ih  ult.,  acknowledging  receipt 
of  your  esteemed  favour  of  August  19th,  when  I  made 
you  acquainted  with  the  unhaiijiy  situation  of  this  Pro- 
vince. I  then  wrote  you  fully  concerning  Ka  anagh's 
affairs,  and  desired,  in  case  any  accident  should  prevent 
the  Canadian  from  ar.iving,  cr  that  she  should  load  fish 
for  Europe,  that  you  would  charter  a  ve-sel  to  send  home 
Kavanagh's  oil  and  furs,  Sec.  The  Adamant  did  not  arrive 
at  (^nebcrk  till  after  I  had  chartered  a  ship  lo  carry  home 
her  intended  cargo.  I  had  two  country  vessels,  with  thirty- 
two  thousand  Pounds  sterling  in  furs  on  board,  waiting  her 
arrival,  at  a  time  when  the  Bostonians  vsre  :  ourly  exjiected 
to  master  the  Province.  Hence  I  thought  it  my  duty,  and 
did  charter  the  ship  Pomona.  Captain  Green,  for  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  Pounds,  to  proceed,  with  furs,  &ic.,  to 
London:  and  she  sailed  from  Quebeck  t  .?  2d  inslant.  It 
was  my  intention  to  have  gone  hom^  in  her,  and  had  pre- 
pared every  thing  accordingly,  but  altered  my  mind,  and 
came  off  for  Montreal  the  morning  she  was  to  sail  for 
London;  and  1  confess  to  you  that  no  one  measure  1  ever 
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took  affords  me  lialf  the  satisfaction.  This  City,  and  the 
greatest  part  of  the  Province,  would  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  Colonists  on  the  ^5th  last  month,  had  not  the 
inhabitants  marched  out  to  meet  and  give  them  hattle. 
Tliey  fougiit,  conquered,  and  saved  the  Province  at  least 
for  a  while.  Colonel  Allen,  who  commanded  this  despi- 
cable party  of  plunderers,  (ihey  were  promised  the  plun- 
der of  the  Town,)  was,  with  most  of  his  wretches,  taken. 
He  is  now  in  irons  on  board  the  Gaspee.  Tliis  action  gave 
a  sudden  turn  to  the  Canadians,  who  before,  were,  nine- 
tenths  for  the  Bostonians.  There  are  great  numbers  now 
in  arms  for  the  King;  but  the  enemy  have  possession  of 
the  south  side  of  the  river,  as  low  as  J'erchere,  except 
the  garrison  of  .SV.  John's,  which  they  still  invest,  with  lit- 
tle hopes  on  their  side,  and  little  fear  on  ours,  of  its  being 
taken.  The  beginning  of  the  montli  I  was  much  alarmed, 
on  receiving  news  from  Boston  that  Halifax  was  taken. 
From  this  I  was  soon  relieved  by  your  most  welcome  let- 
ter of  September  the  1st,  which  was  soon  followed  by  those 
of  the  16tli  and  -^Ist,  all  which  1  now  mean  to  answer.  1 
doubt  not  the  trade  o[  Halifax  being  dull  ;  but  I  shall  be 
much  disappointed  in  my  conjectures,  if  it  does  not  soon 
mend.  1  think  General  Gage  cannot  winter  at  Boston; 
consequently,  that  he  must  soon  send  a  part  of  his  troops 
to  Halifax,  and  the  rest  to  this  Province,  where  they  are 
much  wanted  ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  Bostonians  are  not 
likely  soon  to  take  St.  John's,  there  is  some  danger  of 
their  getting  this  Town,  and  every  other  part  of  this  Pro- 
vince, except  Quclteck,  unless  it  is  soon  supported  by  the 
King's  troops.  As  to  your  Province,  I  am  not  under  any 
apprehension  of  its  being  overrun  by  them  ;  they  will  never 
send  men  where,  let  their  success  be  ever  so  great,  they 
cannot  support  them  the  winter;  and  I  further  think  all 
possibility  of  their  succeeding  will  be  cut  off,  by  the  Ad- 
inirars  orders  to  take  and  destroy  all  their  vessels.  1  am 
with  you  of  opinion,  that  if  a  land  war  is  to  be  carried  on, 
it  had  better  be  conducted  through  this  Country,  leaving 
the  Navy  to  manage  their  sea-coast.  I  much  fear  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Army  this  winter  will  pre\ent  your  going 
home  with  Mrs.  Butler.  I  am  sorry  her  indisjjosilion 
should  make  such  a  voyage  necessary  ;  at  the  same  time, 
I  shall  have  pleasure  in  seeing  you  there.  Sliould  that  be 
the  case,  I  know  not  any  person  in  Halifax  with  whom 
you  can  contide  Watson  4"  Rashleigh's  power  of  attorney. 
Mr.  Faneuil  writes  me  of  his  intention  to  winter  there, 
with  Mrs.  Faneuil.  Should  he  arrive  before  your  de- 
parture, pray  make  over  our  power  to  him.  I  have  wrote 
him  a  line  on  the  subject.  Should  he  not  arrive,  leave  the 
power  locked  up  with  your  other  papers,  our  accounts.  &jc. 
The  sh\p  Adamant  is  nearly  loaded  with  oak  timber.  There 
■will  be  some  furs  and  twenty  odd  ))assengers  for  her.  It  is 
my  design  to  leave  Qucheck  about  the  10th  of  next  montli, 
and  I  hope  to  be  home  before  Parliament  adjourns  for 
Christmas  holydays. 

1  have  read  your  address  to  the  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons, and  cannot  help  admiring  the  delightful  bull,  "  we 
feel  for  our  Mother  Country,  of  which  many  of  us  are  na- 
tives." It  is  a  good  one.  Tell  my  friend.  Dr.  Breynton, 
I  wrote  him  from  (^ueheck  on  the  -^Ist  July  last,  per  the 
Cellery,  and  did  hope  he  would  have  given  me  a  line  in 
answer. 

Pray  push  liome  every  shilling  of  remittance  which  you 
can  lay  hands  on  ;  for  II .  t,-  R.,  at  tliese  times  of  general 
want,  will  stand  mucli  in  need  of  it. 

Reniember  me  to  Mrs.  Butler,  and  believe  that  I  am. 
dear  Sir,  your  faithful  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Brook  Watson. 
To  John  Butler,  Esq. 

.Aloritreal,  October  10,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  had  the  pleasure  to  write  you  from  (^ue- 
beck,  the  18th  ultimo,  per  the  Cillery,  Captain  Hardie, 
since  which  1  have  been  much  alarmed  by  a  letter  from 
Boston,  dated  the  5th  ultimo,  advising  of  i:/fl///(ji  being 
taken,  but  I  was  soon  relieved,  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Butler. 
dated  the  1st  o(  Sejjtember,  which  was  soon  followed  by 
others  of  the  16th  and  -^Ist,  by  which  I  learn,  to  my  great 
comfort,  that  the  Province  was  not  in  any  immediate  dan- 
ger ;  nor  do  I  conceive  these  people  will  be  so  mad  as  to 
send  a  body  of  men  where,  let  their  success  be  ever  so 
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great,  they  cannot  winter  them.  Indeed,  the  Admiral's 
orders  to  destroy  their  vessels  will,  if  executed,  effectually 
prevent  their  crossing  the  Ray  of  Fundy.  It  is  my  opinion 
General  Gage  cannot  winter  the  Army  in  Boston,  and  that 
he  soon  will  be  obliged  to  quit  it.  If  so,  part  of  them  must 
winter  at  Halifax,  and  part  at  Quebeck,  where  they  are 
indeed  much  wanted  ;  for  such  is  the  wretched  state  of 
this  unhappy  Province,  that  Colonel  Allen,  with  a  few 
despicable  wretches,  would  have  taken  this  City  on  the 
•25th  ultimo,  had  not  its  inhabitants  marclied  out  to  Lrive 
them  battle.  They  fought,  conquered,  and  thereby  sa°ved 
the  Province  for  a  while.  Allen,  with  his  banditti,  were 
mostly  taken  prisoners  ;  he  is  now  in  chains  on  board  the 
Gaspee.  This  little  action  lias  changed  the  face  of  things  ; 
the  Canadians  before  were  nine-tenths  for  the  Bostonians: 
they  are  now  returned  to  their  duty.  Many  in  arms  for  the 
King;  and  the  Parishes  which  have  been  otherwise  are 
daily  demanding  their  pardon,  and  taking  arms  for  the 
crown.  St.  John's  is  still  invested.  They  have  in  the 
fort  eight  hundred  ii:en,  well  fortitied  and  appointed  ;  there 
is  little  danger  of  its  being  taken  ;  yet  I  coidiahy  wish  for 
a  lew  Battalions  of  the  King's  troops  to  chase  them  out  of 
the  Country.  Our  weather  has  been  remarkably  tine  and 
mild,  or  they  would  soon  be  movini'. 

The  Adamant  is  nearly  loaded.  I  hope  to  sail  from 
Quebeck  about  the  lUth  of  next  month,  and  to  arrive  in 
England  before  Parliament  shall  adjourn  for  the  holydays. 
Let  me  entreat  you  to  remit  the  balance  of  Mr.  Loub'er- 
buckler's  account;  every  shilling  is  a  relief  at  this  time  of 
general  distress. 

My  good  wishes  attend  Mrs.  Franklin  and  the  children  : 
and  I  pray  you  to  believe  that  1  am,  dear  Sir,  your  faithful 
humble  servant.  „  „. 

Brook  Watson. 
To  Lieutenaot-Governour  Franklin. 


GENERAL  SCHUi'LER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Ticonderoga,  November  18,  1775. 

Mv  Dear  General:  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  con- 
gratulate your  Excellency  on  the  surrender  of  .lionfren/. 
Enclose  you  copy  of  the  terms  that  were  proposed  and  al- 
lowed, as  also  copies  of  sundry  letters  from  a  Mr.  Brook 
IVatson,  and  that  of  General  3io«?o-omer(/  to  me;  to  Con- 
gress I  have  only  sent  extracts  of  the  last,  for  prudential 
reasons.     In  your  hands  it  is  safe. 

Since  my  last  to  your  Excellency,  I  have  been  more 
particular  on  the  subject  which  you  recommended  me  to 
turn  my  thoughts  to.  I  have  not  time  to  send  you  a  copv. 
as  I  would  not  wish  to  deiain  the  express  one  moment 
longer  than  wliat  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Your  favour  of  the  5th  I  received  on'the  16th.  If  Gene- 
ral Howe's  military  abilities  do  not  exceed  that  specimen 
of  bis  literary  ones  contained  in  the  proclamation,  his  gene- 
ralship is  not  much  to  be  dreaded. 

I  shall  write  to  General  Montgomery  respecting  the  ^rar- 
rison  of  Niagara  and  those  to  the  westward. 

The  lead  left  this  early  in  September,  and  was  imme- 
diately forwarded  to  Cambridge,  by  Mr.  Fhelps.  the  Com- 
missary at  Albany. 

My  best  respects  your  Excellency  will  please  to  make 
to  Generals  Lee  and  Gates,  and  Major  MiJHin. 

I  am,  with  the  sincerest  regard,  your  Excellency's  mos: 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schcyler. 
His  Excellencv  Geni-'ral  Jf'ashincrto/i. 


l.^ENERAL   .MONTGOMERY   TO    GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Montr-^a].  Xovemb-r  13,  1775. 

My  Dear  General  :  The  badness  of  the  weather,  and 
worse  roads,  have  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  get  here  before 
yesterday.  A  favourable  wind  the  night  before  enabled  Mr. 
Carleton  to  get  away,  with  his  little  garrison,  on  board  ten 
or  eleven  little  vessels,  reserved  for  that  purpose,  and  to 
carry  away  the  powder  and  other  important  stores.  I 
don't  despair  of  getting  hold  of  the  powder  yet.  .\o  dili- 
gence shall  be  wanting  for  that  purpose. 

By  intercepted  letters,  I  tind  Colonel  Arnold  is  certainlv 
arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Quebeck :  that  the  King's 
friends  are  exceedingly  alarmed,  and  expect  to  be  besiege'd ; 
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which,  with  the  blessing  of  C<oJ,  they  shall  be,  if  the  severe  speedy  termination  may  be  put  to  this  afflicting  conlroversy, 

season  holds  off,  and  Tcan  prevail  on  the  troops  to  accom-  and  Britons  and  Americans  once  more  regard  each  other 

pany  me.    The  Lizard,  man-of-war,  is  arrived  there  ;  she  with  the  fond  tenderness  of  a  parent  and  child,  and  jointly 

has  broLi'dit  twenty  thousand  Pounds  sterling,  and  one  hun-  establish  an  empire  on  such  a  solid  basis,  that  no  power  on 

dred  niarmes.     They  have  had  some  other  little  re-enforce-  earth  may  be  able  to  destroy  it,  and  that  shall  last  until 

ment  of  recruits,  for  Maclean's  Regiment,  and  artificers,  to  the  omnipotent  Being  is  pleased  to  blot  out  all  the  empires 

the  amount,  in  all,  including  marines  and  sailors,  of  four  of  the  earth.     Montreal  is  in  our  possession,  on  which  1 

hundred  and  fifty  men.     One  of  die  brigs  is  arrived,  with  sincerely  congratulate  you.     The  lead  from  Crown  Point 

clothing  and  arms  for  the  faithful  Canadians,  as  Mr.  Carle-  was  sent  from  Albany  to  Cambridge,  very  early  in  Sqitcm- 

ton,  wiUi  propriety,  terms  them.     Tbis  morning  we  have  ber ;  of  this  you  will  please  to  advise  General  fVashington. 

taken  possession  of  the  Town.     I  send  you  their  articles  of  I  either  enclosed  to  your  Honour,  to  Congress,  or  General 

capitulation,  with  my  answer,  and  hope  it  may  meet  with  H'ashington,  the  original  return  of  the  troops  taken  at  .SV. 


approbation. 

1  cannot  help  feeling  great  uneasiness  till  I  know  the 
determination  of  the  troops  with  respect  to  engaging  for  six 
months  longer.  I  was  obliged,  at  St.  John's,  to  promise  all 
such  their  dismission  as  chose  it,  to  coax  them  lo  Montreal. 
Indeed,  booster's  Regiment  showed  the  greatest  uneasi- 
ness. 1  make  no  doubt  of  retaining  as  many  as  will  hold 
the  ground  already  gotten  ;  but  it  is  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  finish  this  business  at  once,  that  the  Ministry  may 
have  no  hopes  left  of  carrying  on  their  infernal  plan  in  this 
important  quarter.  At  any  rate,  it  will  be  highly  expedient 
to  throw  in  a  large  body  of  troops  as  soon  as  the  ice  will 
bear,  in  order  to  make  a  vigorous  attack  on  Quebeck  befon 
til 


John's.    If  your  Honour  has  it,  I  beg  you  to  send  it  to  me  ; 
if  not,  a  copy  of  your  copy  will  do. 

I  am,  witli  sentiments  of  real  respect  and  esteem,  your 
Honour's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
The  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esn.,  &c. 


OENERAL  WASHINGTON   TO   GOVEUNOUR  COOKE. 

C\iiiibridgp,  November  18,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  i;3ih  instant,  by  Mr.  Phillips, 
I  received.  In  answer  thereto,  you  will  be  pleased  to  or- 
der the  ofiicers  and  men  that  have  been  stationed  at  Block- 


i-al  of  succours  in  the  spring,  should  it  not  fall  into     Island  to  march  to  this  camp:  re-enforcements  are  wanting, 


our  hands  this  winter ;  but  should  this  instance  of  good  for- 
tune crown  our  labours,  some  advantageous  post  must  be 
chosen  below  (^uebcck,  where  a  large  corps  of  troops, 
strongly  posted,  a  boom  over  a  narrow  channel,  and  float- 
ing batteries,  may  baffle  all  attempts  from  Europe.  I  am 
tofd  a  diflicult  pass,  termed  the  Traverse,  will  answer  this 
purpose.  If  your  health  will  not  permit  you  to  engage 
in  this  affair,  1  think  Lee  ought  by  all  means  to  have  the 
command  here. 

I  send  some  choice  letters  of  that  worthy  and  steady     \jq  i,,  your  power.     I  am,  isic,      p  ,y 

friend  to  the  Colonies,  Brook  fVatson,  whose  zeal  is  only  ueorge  wash 

\o  be  equalled  by  his  sincerity.  You  will  think  them  of 
importance  enough,  I  believe,  to  be  communicated  to 
General  fVashington  and  the  Congress.  Your  friend,  Mr. 
William  Smith,  has  been  pretty  well  humbugged  by  this 
gentleman. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  Congress  have  not  favoured  me 
with  a  Committee.  It  would  have  had  a  great  effect  with 
the  troops,  who  are  exceedingly  turbulent,  and,  indeed,  mu- 
tinous. My  vexation  and  distress  can  only  be  alleviated  by 
reflecting  on  the  great  publick  advantages  which  must  arise 

from  my°unparalleled  good  fortune.    I  siiall  clothe  the  troops     that  you  had  better 
completely  who  engage  again.  place  you  conven' 


1  probably  will  be.  When  they  are  here,  they  will  be 
incorporated  into  the  Continental  Army,  if  they  choose  it; 
the  many  circumstances  attending  the  new  arrangement  of 
which,  had,  in  some  measure,  occasioned  me  to  forget  these 
men  before.  When  an  account  of  the  wages  and  subsistence 
due  to  them  is  transmitted,  I  shall  give  necessary  orders 
for  their  payment.  I  congratulate  you  upon  your  appoint- 
ment to  the  Government  of  the  Colony,  and  am  obliged 
by  the  assurances  you  give  me  of  such  assistance  as  may 


To  Governour  Cooke,  Rhode-Island. 


STEPIIION    MOYLAN  TO   WILLIAM   WATSON. 

Cambridge,  November  18,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  4th  instant  was  delivered  this 
day,  by  Major  Sopcr.  As  it  appears,  by  the  papers  he 
brought,  that  the  cargo  of  wine,  wrecked  off  the  coast,  be- 
longs to  a  Thomas  Sutler,  o(  Philadelphia,  and  that  it  was 
not  intended  for  the  enemy,  it  is  his  Excellency's  opinion 
■  e  the  wine  stored  in  the  most  secure 
ly  can,  and  that  you  wait  for  such 


I  find  with  pleasure  that  my  politicks  have  squared  with  directions  as  the  owners  will  give  for  the  further  disposal 

the  views  of  Congress,  and  shall  lose  no  time  in  calling  a  thereof.      I  am  really  at  a  loss  what  instructions  to  give, 

Convention,  when  my  intended  expedition  is  finished.   Will  relative  to  the  six  negroes;  let  them,  however,  be  taken 

not  your  health  permit  you  to  reside  at  Montreal  this  win-  care  of  until  further  orders. 

ter?      I  must  go  home,  if  1  walk  by  the  side  of  the  lake,  I  am  yours,  &ic.,  Stephen  Movlan. 

this  winter.     I  am  weary  of  power,  and  totally  want  that  To  fVilliam  Watson,  Esq.,  Plymouth. 

patience  and  temper  so  requisite  for  such  a  command.      1  

will  take  it  as  a  favour  if  you  will  send  Harry  Livingston 

whh  your  despatches  for  Congress.  to  general  Washington. 

1  wish  some  method  could  be  fallen  upon  of  engaging  Noveiuber  is,  1775. 
nentlemen  to  serve;  a  point  of  honour  and  more  knowledge  Sir:  The  enclosed  papers  I  received  a  few  days  ago. 
of  the  world,  to  be  found  in  that  class  of  men,  would  greatly  I  suppose  they  came  from  Mr.  lUtchhorn.  He  appears 
reform  discipline,  and  render  the  troops  much  more  tract-  very  certain  the  Preston  might  be  taken,  but  from  her 
able.  The  officers  of  the  First  Regiment  of  I'or/^-ers,  and  A r-  situation,  and  being  unrigged,  it  will  be  very  difficult,  if 
lillery  Company,  were  very  near  a  mutiny  the  other  day,  not  impossible,  to  secure  her;  for,  as  soon  as  daylight  ap- 
because  I  would  not  stop  the  clothing  of  the  garrison  of  St.  pears,  she  might  be  beat  to  pieces  by  the  batteries  of  the 
John's.  I  would  not  have  sullied  my  own  reputation,  nor  Town,  to  which  she  would  be  a  fair  mark  ;  or  she  might  be 
disgraced  the  Continental  arms,  by  such  a  breach  of  capitu-  retaken,  by  being  boarded  from  the  other  ships  and  trans- 
lation, for  the  universe;  there  was  no  driving  it  into  their  ports,  which  can  furnish,  together  with  the  Town,  a  large 
noddles,  that  the  clothing  was  really  the  property  of  the  body  of  men  for  that  purpose.  If  she  could  be  taken,  but 
soldier,  that  he  had   paid  for  it,  and  that  every  Regiment,  not  carried  off,  would  it  not  be  an  essential  object  to  secure 


in  this  country  especially,  saved  a  year's  clothing 
decent  clothes  to  wear  on  particular  occasions. 

I  am,  &c.,  Richard  Montcos 

To  General  Schuyler. 


:RAL  SCHUYLER  ' 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Ticoudcroga,  November  IS,  1775. 
ly  good  Sir,  has  the  Divine   Providence  smiled 
3.      May  Heaven  still   prove   propit' 


her  powder  and  small  arms?  for  which  purpose  a  sufficient 
number  of  whale-boats  might  remove  them  to  Chelsea  in  a 
sliort  time,  and  afterwards  the  ship  be  burnt;  first  removing 
the  men  lo  \oddlc- Island. 

If  Mr.  Ilitchborn's  plan  be  a  good  one,  might  it  not  be 
applied  with  a  better  chance  of  success  to  the  taking  of  the 
Boync,  which,  according  to  Ilitchborn,  lies  near  the  west 
end  of  Spectacle- Island,  rigged?  If  she  could  betaken, 
she  might  be,  from  her  situation,  not  only  secured,  but 
that  a     made  good  use  of  for  taking  the  castle  ;  which,  [lerhaps, 
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in  its  present  dismembered  state,  miglit  be  attended  with 
no  great  difficulty.  Here  would  be  probably  found  a  good 
collection  of  arms  and  ammunition — the  great  desideratum. 
I  am,  with  much  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  hum- 
ble servant,  Br.tannicl  s. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Cambriil^n-,  Oclolwr  28,  1775. 

Sir:  As  his  Excellency  General  IVashington  desired 
me  to  reduce  to  writing  any  thing  I  knew  respecting  the 
Navy  in  lioston  harbour,  1  beg  you  would  show  him  the 
enclosed  niemoramlum,  which  will  allbrd  a  general  view  of 
their  situation.  The  plan  of  attacking  the  I'rcston,  hereto 
annexed,  I  send  you *  I  did  not  choose  to  pre- 
sent it  to  the  General,  lest  he  might  think  me  too  officious. 
You  will  make  what  use  of  it  you  please.  I  think  there  can 
be  no  objection  raised  against  it  that  I  cannot  obviate.  I 
am  under  a  necessity  to  set  off  itnmediately  for  Newbunj- 
poit,  or  I  shouki  have  waited  on  you  in  person.  Shall 
return  in  a  few  days,  when  I  will  do  myself  that  pleasure; 
and  am,  interim,  most  respectfully. 

Sir,  your  very  humble  servant. 
To *  _ 

Thouglits  on  the  practicability  of  taking  the  Flag-Ship 
Preston. 
She  mounts  fifty  guns,  carries  three  hundred  men,  (ofli- 
cers  included,)  and  now  musters  her  full  complement;  the 
following  draughts  being  made  therefrom,  viz:  eighteen 
sick,  forty  lent  to  other  ships,  and  forty  in  the  floating  bat- 
teries, leaves  two  hundred  and  two  effective  men.  This 
deficiency  of  their  full  complement  reduces  them  to  the 
necessity  of  manning  the  guns  on  one  side  only  at  a  time. 
When  the  watch  is  set,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
one-half  the  ship's  company  retire  to  their  hammocks; 
they  have  then  eight  marines  and  two  sailors  on  the  poop, 
one  marine  at  each  gangway,  two  marines  and  two  sailors 
on  the  forecastle,  one  sentinel  over  the  prisoners  between 
decks,  one  at  the  great  cabin,  one  at  the  ward-room,  and 
one  at  the  gun-room  door;  in  the  whole,  twenty  men  imder 
arms  every  night.  The  rest  of  the  watch  are  totally  un- 
armed and  defenceless  ;  their  duty  leading  them  to  their 
respective  quarters  at  the  great  guns,  immediately  upon  an 
alarm.  They  have,  indeed,  armed  chests  on  the  poop, 
containing  several  hundred  muskets,  about  twelve  pole- 
axes,  and  sixteen  spears,  about  eight  feet  long,  on  the 
quarter-deck  ;  these  are  to  be  made  use  of  only  by  the 
marines,  about  fifteen  in  number,  who  we  su])pose  to  be 
now  in  their  hammocks.  There  is  an  accommodation-lad- 
der, leading  from  the  water  into  the  ship,  which  will  de- 
liver about  sixty  men  in  forty  seconds.  The  only  diffi- 
culty lies  in  bringing  about  eighty  or  one  hundred  men 
within  nuisket-shot  of  the  ship  unnoticed.  Suppose,  then, 
that  number  of  men  embark  from  the  eastern  point  of 
}soddlc-hland,  on  a  cloudy  evening,  with  a  flood-tide;  in 
this  case,  the  accommodation-ladder,  being  on  the  larboard 
side,  will  afford  the  most  convenient  situation  for  boarding 
her.  Four  boats,  I  imagine,  would  conveniently  carry  the 
men.  Let  the  first  boat  be  about  two  hundred  yards  be- 
fore the  rest,  and  when  the  three  last  are  perceptible,  the 
first  will  be  in  possession  of  the  ladder.  To  carry  on  the 
deception  with  greater  certainty  of  success,  let  the  first 
boat  have  a  square-sail,  (provided  the  wind  is  favourable,) 
which  will  give  her  the  appearance  of  one  of  the  Boyne's 
boats.  Upon  being  hailed,  answer,  Ay  !  Ay  !  which  de- 
notes your  having  an  officer  in  the  boat,  and  that  you  in- 
tend to  board  the  ship  you  are  hailed  from.  Upon  a  nearer 
approach,  should  they  inquire,  What  boat  is  that?  answer, 
the  Boyne^s ;  and  I  imagine  the  chance  to  be  a  hundred 
to  one  if  you  meet  with  the  least  opposition.  I  have 
observed  several  instances  exactly  similar  at  midnight. 
These  circumstances  being  given,  their  cannon  can  be  of 
no  service  to  them,  and  must  produce  the  greatest  confu- 
sion in  the  ship.  Should  they  discover  your  intentions 
early  enough  to  guard  against  them,  you  will  have  notice 
in  season  to  retreat,  by  the  drum,  which  always,  on  such 
occasions,  beats  to  arms.  The  only  possibility  I  can  con- 
ceive of  failing  in  such  an  attempt,  must  arise  from  their 

[*  Erased  in  the  original.] 


having  some  previous  information  of  your  design;  in  which 
case,  you  would  have  no  warning  from  the  drum  ;  they 
would  be  all  at  their  (juarters,  and,  with  their  cannon,  must 
totally  defeat  the  assailants.  About  eleven  or  one  o'clock 
would  be  the  most  convenient  time  for  making  the  attack, 
as  the  guard  boat  vvoidd  then  be  at  the  greatest  distance 
from  the  ship,  and  that  point  o(  Noddle- Llaucl. 

Names,  rates,  and  situation  of  the  Navy  in  Boston  Har- 
bour. 

The  Boync :  Mounts  sixty-four  guns,  and  lies  near  the 
western  end  of  Sjicctacle-Island. 

The  Freston  :  Fifty  guns;  is  now  moored  for  the  win- 
ter between  Long  Wharf  and  Hancock's  Wharf,  at  the 
eastern  end  of  the  Town. 

The  Scarborough  and  another  Sloop,  one  of  twenty  and 
the  other  of  sixteen  guns,  are  moored  at  a  small  distance 
to  tiie  southward  of  the  Freston. 

There  are  at  present  no  other  ships  of  force  in  the  har- 
bour, except  the  Mercury,  stationed  at  the  northwest  side 
of  the  Town,  iqion  Charles  River. 


EXTRACT     OF     A     LKTTER    TO     A     GENTLEMAN     IN     LONDON, 
DATED     SAVANNAH,    IN    GEORGIA,    NOV.     19,    1775. 

The  Province  of  South- Carolina  is  involved  in  all  the 
horrours  of  a  civil  war.  Colonel  Robert  Cunningham,  a 
very  considerable  planter  in  the  back  settlements,  being 
suspected  of  attachment  to  the  King's  cause,  was  seized  by 
a  ])arty  sent  in  the  disguise  o(  Indian  traders  from  Charles- 
toivn,  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  closely  confined  in 
the  common  jail  of  that  Town.  Mr.  Fatrick  Cunningham, 
brother  to  the  Colonel,  having  collected  together  the  ten- 
ants and  dependants  of  their  family,  seized  some  powder 
and  [shot  belonging  to  the  Committee,  and,  erecting  the 
royal  standard,  declared  for  His  Majesty  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, against  all  Rebels  and  their  abetters.  The  Commit- 
tee, in  the  mean  time,  ordered  three  detachments  of  their 
Army  to  march  from  different  quarters,  and  to  disperse  the 
insurgents.  A  Colonel  fVilliamson,  with  twelve  hundred 
men,  first  arriving,  took  possession  of  a  stockade  fort,  where 
he  was  instantly  besieged  by  Cunningham,  with  his  party. 
Williamson  having  remained  confined  for  two  days  in  tlie 
fort,  destitute  of  provisions  and  water,  was  forced  to  sally 
with  his  men  on  the  third  day;  but  they  were  attacked  by 
Cunningham,  in  the  attempt,  and  totally  dis))ersed.  The 
Committee-men  made  so  good  use  of  their  heels,  that  only 
twenty-five  were  killed  in  the  (light,  for  fight  there  was 
none.* 


DECLARATION    BY   THE    PROVINCIAL    CONGRESS   OF   SOUTH- 
CAROLINA. 

Charlcstown,  November  19,  1775. 

It  lias  ever  been  the  policy  oi  America  in  general,  and 
of  this  Colony  in  [)articuh)r,  to  endeavour  to  cultivate  a 
good  correspondence  with  the  neighbouring  Indians,  and 
especially  since  the  commencement  of  these  present  dis- 
putes with  the  British  Ailministration.  This  policy  origi- 
nated from  a  view  of  preserving,  at  the  cheapest  rate,  our 
borders  from  savage  incursions.  Of  late  this  policy  has 
been  [lersevered  in,  and  our  endeavours  have  been  redou- 
bled in  order  to  oppose  and  to  frustrate  the  designs  of  the 
British  Administration,  by  the  hands  of  Indians,  to  deluge 
our  frontiers  with  the  blood  of  our  fellow-citizens.     Expe- 

*  Major  Andrew  Williamson,  who  had  the  command  of  tlic  Militia 
at  Ninf^fi/'Sir,  went  in  pursuit  of  the   party  [under  Patrick  Cunning- 

;,„,„   ^n,\  .I,.h„  H.nrm.iii]   thai    srizrd  tlir  powder,  but  was  obliged  to 

,-,!,.. . I    1, ,■,,■,•      II.   UN Ii,    ■  I   t  iir  from  him  to  the  Council 

,,i    -    ■,  '  ,      r       li.    ir   i      ..  '■•     I    .  Iiiid  an  action  with  the  in. 

,.,111 ;      ..; \1  ,|.  J  /;    ■    ,  ■■         ! '  I vs  and  three  nights,  with. 

uuL  n.lttsluiit-iiU^,  111  ill-  iui:;:.'  i  '  .i.i  '  '  \  ,'./. /?,/-.S"/ r.  .ind  was  reduced 
at  last  to  the  neccKsity  of  in.i  ,ir      i    '  ■   ::      ,ii'i    'i„.m;  and,  at  their 

own  request,  tliey  agreed  I" i  ^  f'"r  twenty  days, 

with  liberty  for  each  party  1"        ■'  ■  ■       ■!     i  '       i  !•  d,  to  their  supe. 

riors,  informingtlitin  nf  Hi    I      I  ,    I     I,       .\  <n,.  Coloneh  Ric/,- 

anhun  and    Thviiij>     .,    ■.■  .  .    ■  '  '     i  Miction  to  relieve 

Willinmsnn.      ( If  I  .       i        :  'I.   which  induced 

llieni  lu  a  free  to  a  >-m  ^m  n-i'm,  ■.'  .r  .  i  mi ..  - .  I  ,i.  .  ,i.:'i,  by  some  means 
or  otlier,  kept  up  an  iiilin.i.mit.,-  uiiii  Lvui  U  .U.lhi,  Campbell,  who  en. 
cour.ii'cd  tlieni  to  oppose  us,  by  promises  of  great  rewards;  they  were 
also  instiL'atid  bv  Pearis,  who  had  much  influence  in  Ninety-Sij:  Dis. 
trict.  The  Congress  was  determined  to  send  an  army  among  them, 
but  tirst  sent  out  by  autliority  this  Declaration.— .>foH/rrif. 


1607 


CORRESPOiNDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS, 


NOVEMBER,  V 


60S 


rience  lias  taught  us  tliat  occasional  presents  to  the  Indians 
have  heen  the  great  means  of  acfjuiring  their  friendship. 
In  tiiis  necessary  service,  Government  every  year  expend- 
ed large  sums  of  money.  The  late  Council  of  Safety 
spared  no  jiains  to  confirm  them  in  their  pacifick  inclina- 
tions ;  but,  from  repeated,  constant,  and  uniform  accounts, 
it  clearly  appeared  that  a  general  Indian  war  was  inevita- 
ble, unless  the  Indians  were  fumished  with  some  small 
supplies  of  ammunition,  to  enable  them  to  piocure  deer 
skins  for  their  support  and  maintenance.  Rather  than 
draw  on  an  Indian  war,  by  an  ill-timed  frugality  in  with- 
holding ammunition,  the  late  Council  of  Safety,  in  Octo- 
ber, issued  a  sup|)Iy  of  ammunition,  consisting  of  one  thou- 
sand weight  of  powder  and  two  thousand  weight  of  lead, 
for  the  use  of  the  Chcrokte.s,  as  the  only  probable  means 
of  preserving  the  frontiers  from  the  inroads  of  the  Indians. 
The  Council  more  readily  agreed  to  this  measiu-e,  because, 
as  they  almost  daily  expected  the  British  arms  would 
attack  the  Colony  in  front,  on  tiie  sea-coast,  they  would  be 
inexcusable  if  they  did  not,  as  much  as  in  them  lay,  re- 
move every  cause  to  apprehend  an  attack  at  the  same  time 
from  the  Indians  upon  the  back  settlements. 

But  this  measure,  entered  into  by  the  Council's  princi- 
ples of  the  soundest  policy  of  Christianity,  breathing  equal 
benevolence  to  the  associators  and  non-associators,  and 
arising  only  from  necessity,  unfortunately,  has  heen  made, 
by  some  non-associators,  an  instrument  for  the  most  dia- 
bolical purposes.  These  weak  men,  to  the  astonishment 
of  common  sense,  have  made  many  of  their  deluded  fol- 
lowers believe  that  this  annnunillon  was  sent  to  the  Indians 
with  orders  for  them  to  fall  upon  the  non-associators,  and 
taking  advantage  from  the  scarcity  of  ammunition  among 
tlie  individuals,  arising  from  the  necessity  of  filling  tlie  pub- 
lick  magazines,  they  invidiously  represented  that  this  am- 
munition ought  not  to  have  been  sent  to  the  Indians,  while 
the  inliabitants  of  the  Colony,  individually,  arc,  in  a  great 
measure,  destitute  of  that  article. 

Wherefore,  in  compassion  to  those  who  are  deluded  by 
such  representations,  the  Congress  have  taken  these  things 
into  their  consideration,  and  they  desire  our  deceived  fel- 
low-Colonists to  reflect  that  the  story  of  the  ammunition 
being  sent  to  the  Indians  with  orders  for  them  to  massacre 
the  non-associators,  is  absurd  in  its  very  nature:  First,  be- 
cause the  whole  tenour  of  the  Council  of  Safety  demon- 
strates that  they  were  incapable  of  such  inhumanity,  as  a 
body,  and  the  character  of  each  individual  shields  him 
against  a  charge  of  so  cruel  a  nature. 

Second,  because,  also,  if  men  will  but  call  reason  to 
their  aid,  they  must  plainly  see,  that  if  the  Indians  were 
let  loose  upon  the  frontiers,  they  must  indiscriminately  mas- 
sacre associators  and  non-associators,  since  there  is  no  mark 
to  distinguish  either  to  the  Indinns.  However,  in  order 
to  clear  up  all  difficulties  on  this  head,  and  ease  the  minds 
of  our  deceived  friends,  the  Congress,  in  a  body,  and  also 
individually,  declare,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  before 
Almighty  God,  that  the}'  do  not  believe  that  any  order 
was  ever  issued,  or  any  idea  entertained  by  the  late  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  or  any  member  of  it,  or  by  any  person  under 
authority  of  Congress,  to  cause  the  Indians  to  commence 
hostilities  upon  the  frontiers,  or  any  part  thereof.  On  the 
contrary,  they  do  believe  that  they,  and  each  of  them, 
have  used  every  endeavour  to  inculcate  in  the  Indians 
sentiments  friendly  to  the  inhabitants,  without  distinction. 
It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  fellow-Colonists,  indivi- 
dually, are  not  so  well  supplied  with  annnuniiion  as  would 
be  adecpiate  to  their  private  convenience.  But  does  not 
the  unhappy  situation  of  publick  aftaiis  justify  the  filling 
the  publick  magazines,  thereby  securing  the  welfare  and 
forming  the  defence  of  the  State,  at  the  risk  of  inconveni- 
ence or  safety  of  individuals,  and  out  of  the  publick  stock 
is  given  to  the  Indians,  which  may  be  suflicient  to  keep 
them  quiet,  by,  in  some  degree,  supplying  their  urgent 
occasions,  yet  not  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  malce  war? 
Ought  our  people,  nay,  they  cannot  have  any  reasonable 
ground  to  arraign  the  policy  by  which  they  are  and  may 
be  preserved  from  savage  liostdity;  or  to  complain  that, 
because  the  whole  Colony  or  the  publick,  individually, 
cannot  be  supplied  with  ammunition,  that  a  small  quantity 
ought  not  to  be  sent  to  the  Indian:^  1  ^Icn  ought  also  to 
relli'ct  that  this  small  quantity  is  given  in  oiiler  to  render 


it  unnecessary  to  supply  the  publick,  individually,  on  the 
score  of  defence  against  Indians.  Men  ought  also  to  re- 
flect, that  when  the  publick  magazines  are  well  stored,  sup- 
plies can  be  instantly,  plentifully,  and  regularly  poured 
upon  those  parts  where  the  publick  service  may  require 
them.  Common  sense  and  coumion  honesty  dictate  that 
there  is  a  probability  that  by  a  present  of  a  small  quantity 
of  ammunition  to  the  Indians  they  can  be  kept  in  peace. 
This  present  ought  not  to  be  held  back,  at  the  hazard  of 
inducing  an  Indian  war,  involving  the  Colony  in  immense 
expense,  breaking  settlements,  and  unnecessarily  sacrificing 
a  number  of  lives. 

ORDERS   TO   CAPTAIN    FRANCIS   MARION. 

You  are  to  proceed,  with  all  expedition,  with  yours  and 
Captain  lingers  Companies,  to  Dorchester,  to  re-enforce 
the  Troops  there,  and  to  lake  special  care  in  guarding  and 
defending  the  cannon,  gunpowder,  and  publick  records  at 
that  place  ;  you  are  to  take  the  command  of  the  whole 
of  the  Troops  at  that  place  till  further  orders;  you  are  to 
apply  to  the  Committee  at  Dorchester  for  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  Negroes  in  the  publick  service  to  remove  the  can- 
non lying  near  the  water-side  to  a  spot  more  safe  and  con- 
venient, near  the  fort  or  barracks,  &c. 

William  Moultrie. 

Cliarlestown,  Xovember  1!),  1775. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 
IIcad-Quiirters,  Williaiiislmrgl],  Vii.,  Xov.  19,  1775. 
All  the  Troops  being  now  quartered  in  this  City,  it  will 
highly  behoove  them  to  be  careful  and  guarded  in  their 
conduct,  so  that  all  oflences  be  avoided  towards  the  citi- 
zens. The  officers  and  soldiers  will  remember  that  their 
profession  is  to  defend  and  protect  the  citizens,  and  all 
others  who  are  in  the  American  interest.  A  modest  and 
respectful  beha\iour  towards  our  friends,  it  is  hoped,  will 
characterize  all  our  Troops,  and  that  no  condition,  age,  or 
sex,  will  justly  charge  them  with  licentiousness  or  immo- 

'■■''">'•  C.F.OMuv.  Muter,  Sec'^/  C.  C. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  AN  OFFICER  TAKEN  IN 
CIlAMIiLV,  l^ATED  TRENTON,  NEW-JERSEV,  NOVEMBER 
19,    1775. 

From  Chaiiildij  hither  we  have  inarched  three  hundred 
miles;  and  ever  since  we  were  taken,  I  have  the  pleasure 
and  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you,  that  we  ha\e  been  treated 
with  the  greatest  civility  and  politeness.  In  short,  every 
one,  in  every  place  we  have  yet  been  in  here,  seems  happy 
they  have  it  in  their  power  to  convince  us,  by  their  beha- 
viour, of  the  benevolent  principles  on  which  they  wish  this 
unnatural  contest  may  be  conducted  ;  and  I  have  not  the 
least  reason  to  dispute  but  it  is  the  sincere  sentiment  of  the 
generality  oi  \\\e  Americans,  that  a  happy  and  honourable 
accommodation  between  i! reat  Britain  and  her  Colonies 
may  speedily  take  jilace. 

GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

[Head  Novoiiiljcr  27,  177.5.] 

Cambridge,  NovoiuIilt  19,  177j. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favours  of  the  7th  and  10th  inst., 
with  the  resolves  of  the  honourable  Congress,  to  which  I 
will  pay  all  due  attention.  As  soon  as  two  capable  per- 
sons can  be  found,  I  will  despatch  them  to  ^ova-Scotia, 
on  the  service  resolved  on  in  Congress.  The  resolve  to 
raise  two  Battalions  of  Marines  will,  if  practicable  in  this 
Army,  entirely  derange  what  has  been  done.  It  is  therein 
mentioned,  one  Colonel  for  the  two  Battalions;  of  course 
a  Colonel  must  be  dismissed.  One  o(  the  many  difficul- 
ties which  atieniled  the  new  arrangement  was  in  reconci- 
ling the  dilferent  interests,  and  judging  of  the  merits  of 
tlui  tlifi'erent  Colonels.  in  the  dismission  of  this  one,  the 
same  dilliculties  will  occur.  The  officers  and  men  must 
he  acquainted  with  maritime  affairs,  to  comply  with  which 
they  must  be  picked  out  of  the  whole  Army,  one  from 
this  corps,  one  from  another,  so  as  to  break  through  the 
whole  s\stem,  which  has  cost  us  so  much  time,  anxiety, 
ami  [lain?,  to  bring  into  any  toleiable  form  ;   notwithsiand- 
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ing  any  difficulties  uiiicl)  will  arise,  you  may  be  assured, 
Sir,  that  I  will  use  every  endeavour  to  comply  with  their 
resolve.  I  beg  leave  to  submit  it  to  the  considei'atioii  of 
Congress,  if  these  two  liailalioiis  can  be  formed  out  of  this 
Army,  whether  this  is  a  tiiue  to  weaken  our  lines,  by  em- 
ploying any  of  the  forces  appointed  to  defend  them  on 
any  other  service  ?  The  gentlemen  who  were  here  from 
the  Congress  know  their  vast  extent ;  they  must  know  that 
we  shall  have  occasion  for  our  whole  force  for  that  purpose, 
more  so  now  than  at  any  past  time,  as  we  may  expect  the 
enemy  will  take  the  advantage  of  the  first  hard  weather, 
and  attempt  to  make  an  im|)ression  somewhere  ;  that  this  is 
their  intention,  we  have  many  reasons  to  suspect.  We  have 
had,  in  the  last  week,  six  deserters,  and  look  two  straggling 
prisoners.  They  all  agree  that  two  Companies,  with  a  train 
of  Artillery,  and  one  of  the  Regiments  from  Ireland,  were 
arrived  at  Boston;  that  fresh  ammunition  and  (lints  have 
been  served  out ;  that  the  Grenadiers  and  Light  Infantry 
had  orders  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  at  a  moment's 
warning.  As  there  is  every  appearance  that  this  contest 
will  not  be  soon  decided,  and,  of  coui'se,  that  there  must  be 
an  augmentation  of  the  CJontinental  Army,  would  it  not  be 
eligible  to  raise  two  Battalions  of  Marines  in  A'tiy- Fo/Zc 
and  FliUndclphia,  where  there  must  be  nmnbers  of  sailors 
now  unemployed?  This  however  is  a)aiter  of  opinion, 
which  1  mention  with  all  due  dellreucc  to  the  superior 
judgment  of  the  (.^ongress. 

Enclosed  you  have  copies  of  two  letters,  one  from  Colonel 
Arnold,  the  other  from  Colonel  Enos.  1  can  form  no 
judgment  on  the  hitter's  conduct,  until  I  see  him.  Not- 
withstanding the  great  defection,  1  do  not  despair  of  Col. 
^^nioWi- success  ;  he  will  have,  in  all  probubility,  many 
more  difficulties  to  encounter,  than  if  he  had  been  a  fort- 
night sooner,  as  it  is  likely  that  Governour  Curleton  will, 
with  what  forces  he  can  collect  after  the  surrender  of  the 
rest  of  Canada,  throw  himself  into  (-lucbeck,  and  there 
make  his  last  eflbrt.  There  is  no  late  account  from  Cap- 
tains Broughton  and  Sclman,  sent  to  the  River  St.  Law- 
rence; the  other  cruisers  have  been  chiefly  confined  to 
harbour,  by  the  badness  of  the  weather.  The  same  rea- 
son has  caused  great  delay  in  building  of  our  barracks, 
which,  with  a  most  mortifying  scarcity  of  fire-wood,  dis- 
courages the  men  from  enlisting;  the  last  1  am  much  afraid 
is  an  insuperable  obstacle.  I  have  applied  to  the  honour- 
able House  of  Representatives  of  this  Province,  who  were 
pleased  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  negotiate  this  business, 
and,  notwithstanding  all  the  [lains  they  have  and  are  taking, 
they  find  it  impossible  to  supply  our  necessities;  the  want 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  teams  1  mulerstand  to  ho  the 
chief  impediment. 

I  got  returns  this  day  fiom  eleven  Colonels  of  the  num- 
bers enlisted  in  their  Regiments  ;  the  whole  amount  is  nine 
hundred  and  sixty-six  men.  There  nmst  be  some  other 
stimidus  besides  love  for  their  Country,  to  make  men  fond 
of  the  service.  It  would  be  a  great  encouragement,  and 
no  additional  expense  to  the  Continent,  were  they  to  re- 
ceive pay  for  the  months  of  October  and  November,  also  a 
month's  pay  advance.  The  present  slate  of  the  military 
chest  will  not  admit  of  this  ;  the  sooner  it  is  enabled  to  do 
so  the  better. 

The  Commissary-General  is  daily  expected  in  cani|i;  I 
cannot  send  you  the  estimate  of  the  Clerks  in  his  depart- 
ment until  he  arrives. 

I  sincerely  congratuljte  you  upon  the  success  of  your 
arms,  in  the  sm'render  of  iSV.  John's,  which  I  ho|iu  is  a 
lia|)py  presage  of  the  reduction  of  the  lest  of  Vanadn. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  lunn- 
ble  servant,  ^,  ,„ 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress. 


May  it  please  youu  Excei.lkncy:  My  last,  of  the 
I3th  instant,  from  the  portage  to  tlie  Dead  River,  advi- 
sing your  Excellency  of  our  proceeding,  1  make  no  doubt 
you  have  received.  I  then  expected  to  have  reached  this 
place  by  the  2'lth  instant,  but  the  excessive  heavy  rains 
and  bad  weather  have  much  retarded  our  march.  I  have 
this  minute  arrived  herewith  seventy  men,  and  met  a  per- 


son on  his  return,  whom  1  sent  down  some  lime  since,  to 
the  French  inhabitants.  He  informs  me  they  ajipear  very 
friendly,  and,  by  the  best  information  he  could  get,  will 
very  gladly  receive  us  ;  he  says  they  informed  him  General 
Schuyler  had  had  a  battle  with  the  regular  troops  at  or  near 
St.  John's,  in  which  the  latter  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
near  five  hundred  men,  (this  account  appears  very  imper- 
fect,) and  that  there  were  few  or  none  of  the  King's  troops  at 
(^uebeck,  and  no  advice  of  our  coming.  Tliiee  days  since 
I  left  the  principal  part  of  the  delaclmient  about  eight 
leagues  below  the  Great  Carrying  Place  ;  and  as  onr  pro- 
visions were  short,  by  reason  of  losing  a  number  of  balteaus 
at  the  falls  and  rapid  waters,  1  ordered  all  the  sick  and 
feeble  to  return,  and  wrote  Colonels  Enos  and  Greene,  to 
bring  on  in  their  divisions  no  more  men  than  they  could  fur- 
nish with  fifteen  days'  |n-ovisions,  and  send  back  the  re- 
mainder to  the  Commissary,  as  the  roads  prove  much  worse 
than  I  expected,  and  the  season  may  be  possibly  severe  in 
a  few  days.  I  am  determined  to  set  out  immediately  with 
four  batteaus  and  about  fifteen  men  for  Sartigan,  which  I 
expect  to  reach  in  three  or  four  days,  in  order  to  procure 
a  supply  of  provisions,  and  forward  back  to  the  detach- 
ment, the  whole  of  which  I  don't  expect  will  reach  there 
in  less  than  eight  or  ten  days.  If  1  find  the  enemy  are  not 
apprized  of  our  coming,  and  there  is  any  piospect  of  sur- 
prising the  City,  F  shall  atiempt  it,  as  soon  as  I  have  a 
proper  number  of  men  up.  If  I  should  be  disappointed 
in  my  pros|)ect  that  way,  I  shall  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
whole,  and  endeavour  to  cut  off  their  communication  with 
Governour  Carlcton,  who  I  am  told  is  at  Montreal.  Our 
maicli  has  been  attended  with  an  amazing  deal  of  fatigue, 
which  the  officers  and  men  have  borne  with  cheerfulness. 
I  have  been  n)uch  deceived  in  every  accoimt  of  our  route, 
which  is  longer,  and  has  been  attended  with  a  thousand 
dii'Hculties  I  never  apprehended  ;  but  if  crow'ned  with  suc- 
cess, and  conducive  to  the  |Hiblick  good,  1  shall  tliink  it 
but  trilling.  As  soon  as  I  can  get  time,  sliall  sunil  your 
Excellency  a  continuation  of  my  journal. 

1  am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  liumhle  servant, 

BiiNEDK.'T  Arnold. 
To  his  Excellency  General  IVashimrton,  at  Cambridire. 


Briui.'jwi.li,  iR.ar  K.'iin  I.  ch,  NovuiIkt  9,  177:,. 

Silt:  I  am  on  my  return  from  Colonel  yinioWi' detach- 
ment. 1  brought  uj)  the  rear  of  the  whole;  Captains  Mc- 
Cobb's,  ll'illi{uns''s  and  Scolts's  Companies  were  assigned  to 
my  division.  We  proceeded  as  far  as  fifty  miles  up  the  Dead 
River,  and  then  were  obliged  to  return,  for  want  of  provi- 
sions. When  we  arrived  at  the  Great  Carrying  Place,  by 
what  I  could  learn  from  the  division  forward,  that  provisions 
was  like  to  be  short,  I  wrote  to  Colonel  Arnold,  and  desired 
him  to  take  an  account  of  the  provisions  forward.  He  wrote 
me  word  that  there  were  twenty-five  days'  provisions  for 
all  the  divisions  ahead,  but,  to  my  surprise,  before  we  got 
over  the  Great  Carrying  Place,  Major  Bigtlow,  with 
ninety  men,  were  sent  back  from  Colonel  Greene's  divi- 
sion to  mine,  for  provisions.  I  let  them  have  all  I  coulil 
spare.  I  continued  my  inarch  with  all  exjiedition,  and 
when  about  fii'ty  miles  up  the  Dead  Rice,  overtook  Col- 
onel Greene  with  his  division,  entirely  out  of  |)rovisions  ; 
and  by  reason  of  men  being  sent  back  with  orders  from 
Colonel  Arnold  for  me  to  furnish  them  with  provisions  to 
carry  them  to  the  inhabitants,  my  division  was  reduced  to 
f )ui-  diys"  provisions.  Colonel  Arnold  was  gone  ahead  ; 
the  chief  of  the  officers  of  Colonel  Greene's  division  and 
mine  were  together,  when  we  took  the  situation  of  our  di- 
visions into  consideration  ;  and  upon  the  whole,  for  several 
reasons,  it  was  thought  Ijcst  for  my  whole  division  to  return, 
and  furnish  those  that  proceeded  with  all  our  provisions 
except  three  days'  to  bring  us  back,  which  I  did  without 
loss  of  time.  A  more  particular  account  shall  be  able  to 
give  when  I  return  to  Cambridge.  Shall  lose  no  time  if 
able  to  ride.  I  have  for  many  days  been  unwell.  Expect 
the  wdiole  of  my  division  at  this  place  to-morrow,  when 
shall  set  out  on  our  march  to  Cambrii.'gc. 

I  am  your  most  obetlient  humble  servant, 

RiKiER  Ends. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq. 
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General  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  commanded  by  his  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq. 
General  and  Commander-in-Chief,  Head-Quarters  at  Cambkidoe,  November  18,  1775. 


1.  Colonel  Frye's 

2.  Colonel  Thompson's 

3.  Colonel  Reed's 

4.  Colonel  Learned's 

5.  Colonel  Nixon's 

6.  Colonel  Stark's 

7.  Colonel  .7.  Brewei's 

6.  Colonel  Fellows's 

9.  Late  Colonel  D.  Brewer's 

10.  Colonel  Prescott's 

11.  Colonel  Poor's ■• 

12.  Colonel  Varnum's 

13.  Colonel  Parsons's 

14.  Colonel  Hitchcock's 

15.  Colonel  Church's 

16.  Colonel  Cotton's 

17.  Colonel  Little's 

18.  Colonel  Danielaon's 

19.  Late  Colonel  Mansfield's 

20.  Colonel  Reed's,  of  Uxbridge 

21.  Colonel  Glover's 

22.  Colonel  Walker's 

23.  Colonel  Whitcomb's 

24.  Colonel  Doolittle's 

2.5.  Colonel  Woodbridgo's 

26.  Colonel  Patterson's 

27.  Colonel  Bridge's 

28.  Colonel  Sargent's 

29.  Colonel  Huntington's 

30.  Colonel  Scannnons's 

31.  Colonel  Fhinney's 

32.  Colonel  Ward's 

33.  Colonel  Wylley's 

34.  Colonel  Storrs's 

35.  Colonel  Bailey's 

36.  Colonel  Greaton's 

37.  Late  Colonel  Gardner's 

38.  Late  Colonel  (ierri.sli's. 

39.  Colonel  Webb's 

Four  Companies  Riflemen,  from  Va.  and  Md, 
Two  Companies  in  Colonel  Hinman's  Regi- 
ment, and  four  Independent  Companies. . 

Total 
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Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant- General. 


Return  of  the  Regiment  of  Ariillt  ry  in  the  service  of 
the  Uniteo  Colonies,  coiiiinnnded  by  Col.  Richard 
GRiDLEi',  November  18,  1775. 
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N.  B.   Two  Cadets.    One  discharged  and  umj  ilrscituil. 


Return  of  Major  John  Crane's  Company  of  Artillery,  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  November  17, 
1775. 
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N.  B.  One  discharged. 

Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-Gencnil. 


orders  by  general  Washington. 

Head-Quarlers,  Cacubriilge,  Xovcmber  12,  1775. 
(Parulf,  America.)  (Cuiiniersifjn,  Fretdotn.) 

Eacii  Colonel  upon  the  new  establisluiient  to  come  to 
Head-Quarters  to-nionow  morning,  ten  o'clock,  in  order  to 
receive  from  the  Adjutant-General  as  many  printed  enlist- 
ments as  there  arc  commissioned  officers  in  his  Regiment. 
They  will  therefore  without  delay  distribute  one  to  each 
officer,  wlio  is  forthwith  to  proceed  to  enlist  men  for  their 
respective  Regiments,  in  the  Continental  Army  ;  the  sol- 
diers, as  the  printed  enlistments  express,  to  be  engaged  to 
serve  until  the  last  day  of  December,  177(5. 

In  the  general  orders  of  the  31st  of  October  it  is  de- 
clared, that  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  sliail 
be  paid  by  the  calendar  month,  as  follows:  to  a  Sergeant, 
forty-eight  Sliillings;  to  the  CoiLiorals,  forty-four;  and  forty 
to  each  Private;  which  pay,  it  is  expected,  will  be  re- 
gularly distributed  every  month.  Each  non-commissioned 
officer  and  soldier  (drums  and  fifes  excepted)  is  to  furnish 
his  own  arms;  if  arms  are  found  him,  he  is  to  allow  six  shil- 
lings, at  the  end  of  the  camjiaign,  for  the  use  thereof.  New 
clothing  will  forthwith  be  provided  for  every  non-commis- 
sioned officer  and  soldier,  for  which  an  easy  stoppage,  of 
only  ten  shillings  a  month,  will  be  made  out  of  his  pay, 
until  the  whole  is  paid.  Two  dollars  will  be  allowed  to 
each  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  who  provides 
himself  with  a  good  blanket,  and  liberty  to  take  it  away  at 
the  end  of  the  campaign.  The  present  am|)le  allowance 
of  provisions  will  be  continued,  and  those  who  enlist  will  be 
indulged  in  a  reasonable  time  to  visit  their  families,  in  the 
couise  of  the  wi[iter.  This  to  be  regulated  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  not  to  weaken  the  Army  or  injme  the  service. 

To  prevent  such  contenlio[is  as  have  arisen  from  the  same 
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person  being  enlisted  by  different  officers,  and  for  different 
Regiments,  it  is  positively  ordered,  u|)on  pain  of  being 
cashiered,  that  no  ofiicer,  knowingly,  presume  to  enlist  any 
soldier  who  has  been  previously  enlisted  by  another  officer ; 
where  such  a  mistake  happens,  undesignedly,  the  lirst  en- 
listment is  to  take  place. 

The  officers  are  to  be  careful  not  to  enlist  any  person  sus- 
pected of  being  unfriendly  to  the  liberties  of  America,  or 
any  abandoned  vagabond,  to  whom  all  causes  and  countries 
are  equal,  and  alike  indifferent.  The  rights  of  mankind  and 
the  freedom  oi' Amtrica  will  have  numbers  sufficient  to 
support  them,  without  resorting  to  such  wretched  assistance. 
Let  those  who  wish  to  put  shackles  u|)on  freemen  fdl 
their  ranks  and  place  their  confidence  in  such  miscreants. 
Neither  negroes,  boys  unable  to  bear  arms,  nor  old  men 
unfit  to  endure  the  fatigues  of  the  campaign,  are  to  be  en- 
listed, the  preferences  being  given  to  the  present  Army. 

The  officers  are  vigilantly  to  try  what  number  of  men 
can  be  enlisted  in  the  course  of  this  week,  and  make  report 
thereof  to  their  Colonels,  who  will  report  it  to  the  General. 
This  to  be  done  every  week,  until  the  whole  are  com- 
pleted. The  Regiments  are  to  consist  of  eight  Companies  ; 
each  Company  of  a  Captain,  two  Lieutenants  and  an  En- 
sign, four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  two  Drums  and  Fifes, 
and  seventy-six  Privates.  As  the  Regiments  are  com- 
pleted, they  will  be  mustered,  and  then  reviewed  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  when  a  roll  of  each  Company,  signed 
by  the  Captain,  according  to  a  form  i)reviou.-.ly  delivered  by 
the  Adjutant-General,  is  to  be  delivered  lo  his  Excellency. 
The  Colonel  of  each  Regiment  will  receive  a  list  of  the 
officers  upon  the  new  establishment  from  his  Brigadier- 
General.  The  commissioned,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  soldiers  of  the  present  Army  are  notwithstanding  their 
new  engagement,  to  continue  in  the  Regiment  and  Com- 
pany they  now  belong  to,  until  further  orders.  Upon  any 
soldier  being  enlisted,  from  the  present,  into  the  new  esta- 
blishment, the  Regiment  he  now  belongs  to,  with  his  name, 
Town,  and  County,  are  to  be  entered  in  a  roll  kept  for 
that  purpose  by  each  officer.  A  copy  of  this  roll,  signed, 
to  be  sent  every  Saturday  morning  to  the  Colonel  of  each 
Regiment.  When  the  new  Regiments  are  com|ileted,  the 
Colonels  may,  upon  application,  receive  their  Continental 
commissions  lor  themselves  and  their  officers. 


IIoatl.Quai-ters,  Cainbridgo,  November  13,  1775. 

(Parole,  Gianhy.)  (Counttrsi(;ii,  rMrn:) 

The  Colonels  upon  the  new  establishment  to  settle  as 
soon  as  possible  with  the  Quartermaster-General  the  uni- 
form of  their  respective  Regiments,  that  the  buttons  may 
be  properly  numbered,  and  the  work  finished  without  delay. 


Ilead.Quartcrs,  fambn.l^r,  Novc-mbcr  11,  1775. 
(Parole,  SI.  John't.)  (Countersign,  M'tnti^nmery.) 

This  moment  a  confirmation  is  ariived  of  the  glorious 
success  of  the  Continental  arms,  in  the  reduction  and  sur- 
render of  the  fortress  of  St.  John's,  the  garrisons  of  that 
place  and  Chambly  being  made  prisoners  of  war.  The 
Commander-in-Chief  is  confident  the  Army  under  his  im- 
mediate direction  will  show  their  gratitude  to  Providence 
for  thus  favouring  tiie  cause  of  freedom  and  America,  and 
by  their  thankfulness  to  God,  their  zeal  and  perseverance 
in  this  righteous  cause,  continue  to  deserve  his  future  bless- 
ings. 

That  no  kind  of  confusion  or  disoider  may  arise  between 
the  old  and  new  appointments,  in  case  the  despair  and 
malice  of  the  enemy  should  call  us  into  action,  it  is  again 
declared  that  the  men  who  enlist  into  the  new  Army  are 
to  continue  in  the  Regiments  and  Companies  they  at  pre- 
sent belong  to,  until  further  orders. 

It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  the  ofKcers  of  the  old 
Regiments,  to  see  that  their  men's  arms  are  always  in  good 
order,  and  the  men  not  sutlercd  to  straggle  from  camp,  nor, 
on  any  account,  to  quit  their  post  when  upon  duty,  but  be 
ready  to  turn  out  at  a  moment's  warning  ;  and  they  may 
rely  upon  it  they  will  be  suddenly  called  upon  whenever  it 
happens. 

Very  pointed  complaints  having  this  day  been  made 
against  the  Commissary-General,  from  several  Field-Offi- 
cers, &,c.,  of  General  Siillivmi's  Brigade,  tlie  Commander- 
in-Chief  assures  tiie  complainants,  that  the  strictest  exami- 


nation shall  be  made  into  the  conduct  of  the  Commissary- 
General,  as  soon  as  he  arrives  in  Cambridge,  which  is 
expected  this  week. 

Whereas  the  General  has  been  informed  that  the  orders 
of  the  6th  of  September  have  been  construed  to  permit  any 
approved  Sutler  to  sell  spiritous  liquois  to  the  soldiers  be- 
longing to  other  Regiments,  without  the  permission  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Regiment  to  which  such  soldier 
belongs  ;  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  no  commanding  offi- 
cer of  a  Regiment  shall  authorize  more  than  one  Sutler  to 
a  Regiment,  and  such  appointment  shall  be  notified  in  regi- 
mental orders;  and  no  person,  being  authorized,  shall  pre- 
sume to  sell  s|)iriluous  liquors  to  any  soldiers  belonging  to 
any  other  Regiment,  without  leave  in  writing,  under  the 
hand  of  the  commanding  officer  to  which  such  soldier  be- 
loiii/s. 


Ilead-Ciuaiters,  fai.ihridffo,  November  15,  1775. 

(Tarole,  Cunncctlrul.)  (CouJiterMgn,  Biim-ii.) 

Lieutenant  Lyon,  of  INIajur  Ju/mson's  Company,  in  the 
Thirty-Fourth  Regiment,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court- 
Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Fattcrson  was  President,  for 
"  aiding  and  countenancing  a  mutiny  in  the  camp."  There 
being  no  proof  of  the  charge,  the  Court  unanimously  acquit 
the  prisoner. 

Lieutenant  Soapcr  and  Ensign  I'arker,  tried  at  a  Gene- 
ral Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Uoug-la^s  was  President, 
for  "  striking  and  abusing  Lieutenants  Htnshaw  and  Craig, 
and  keeping  Lieutenant  Craig  in  the  Meeling-House  Guard 
all  night."  The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  the  prisoners 
are  guilly  of  a  breach  of  the  forty-sixth  article  of  the  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  Massachusetts  Army,  and  therefore 
unanimously  adjudge  the  prisoners  to  be  discharged  the 
Continental  Army. 

Lieutenant  ./o/in  Bowher,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court- 
Martial,  for  "divers  times  leaving  the  caiDp  without  leave, 
and  for  countenancing  the  soldiers  in  disobeilience  of  orders." 
The  Court  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  ihat  the  prisoner  is 
guilty  of  quitting  the  camp  without  leave,  but  acquitted  of 
the  latter  part  of  the  charge;  therefore  only  adjudge  the 
prisoner  to  be  mulcted  four  Pounds  of  his  pay,  to  be  appro- 
jiriated  as  directed  by  the  fifty-first  article  of  war,  and  be 
severely  reprimanded  by  his  Colonel,  at  the  brad  of  the 
Regiment. 

Sergeant  Jonathan  Putney,  Corporal  Ilarwood,  Thomas 
Rollins,  Isaac  Larriley,  Samuel  North,  and  Ebcnczcr  fl'il- 
liams,  soldiers  of  Ca|ilain  Hatch's  Company,  in  the  late 
Colonel  Gerrish's  Regiment,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court- 
Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Patterson  was  President,  for 
"  mutiny."  The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  the  |)risoners, 
Sergeant  Putney,  Corporal  Harwood,  Rollins,  North,  and 
IVilUams,  are  guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  their  charge,  and 
adjudge  the  said  Sergeant  to  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and 
fined  forty-eight  Shillings,  to  be  appropiiated  as  directed  by 
the  fifty-first  article  of  war.  The  said  Corporal  to  be  re- 
duced to  a  private,  and  whipped  with  thirty-nine  lashes. 
The  said  Rollins  to  be  whipped  with  thirty-nine;  the  said 
North  with  twenty-five;  and  the  said  fFilliams  with  thirty- 
nine  lashes,  upon  their  bare  backs,  with  a  cat-o'nine-tails. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  approves  all  the  above  sen- 
tences of  the  several  Courts-Martial,  mentioned  in  this  day's 
orders,  and  directs  the  execution  of  them  accordingly. 


Motives  of  economy  rendering  it  indispensably  necessa- 
ry that  many  of  the  Regiments  should  be  reduced,  and  the 
whole  put  upon  a  different  establishment,  several  deserving 
officers,  not  from  any  demerit,  but  pure  necessity,  have  been 
excluded  in  the  new  arrangement  of  the  Army;  among 
these  was  Colonel  fVhitcomb ;  but  the  noble  sentiments 
disclosed  by  that  gentleman  upon  this  occasion,  the  zeal 
he  has  shown  in  exhorting  the  men  not  to  abandon  the  in- 
terest of  their  Country  at  this  important  crisis,  and  his 
determination  to  continue  in  the  service,  even  as  a  private 
soklier,  rather  than  by  a  bad  example,  when  the  enemy  are 
gathering  strength,  put  the  publick  affairs  to  hazard — when 
an  example  of  this  kind  is  set,  it  not  only  entitles  a  gentle- 
man to  particular  thanks,  but  to  particular  rewards;  in  the 
beslowing  of  which,  Colonel  Jonathan  Urcwtr  is  entitled 
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to  no  small  sljare  of  credit,  in  readily  giving  up  the  Regi- 
ment which  he  was  a|)|)oinled  to  comniaiul,  to  Colonel 
fVhitcumb.  Colonel  fVhitcomb,  therefore,  is,  from  hence- 
forward, to  be  considered  as  Colonel  of  that  Regiment 
which  was  intended  for  Colonel  Brewer,  and  Colonel 
Jirewer  will  he  appointed  Barrackmaster,  until  something 
huiter  woiih  his  acceptance  can  be  provided. 


Huul.Quurters,  Cumbiid-e,  Novi-mbpr  17,  \":^. 
(I'lli-ol.',  y-icliulns^}  (CuuiiUi-^isii,  Hiimptoii.) 

Lieutenant  Corrcy,  of  Colonel  Prcscott's  Regiment, 
tried  at  a  late  General  Court-AIartial,  whereof  Colonel  Pat- 
terson was  President,  for  "  forgery,  and  defrauding  his  men 
of  their  pay."  The  Court  were  unanimously  of  opinion, 
that  Lieutenant  Vurrey  was  guilty  of  defrauding  some  of 
liis  men  of  their  blanket  money,  and  of  attempting  to  de- 
fraud others  of  their  coat  money,  and  therefore  adjudge  the 
prisoner  to  be  cashiered.  The  General  ajiproves,  and  or- 
ders the  sentence  to  take  place  immediately. 

Representations  having  been  made  to  the  Continental 
Congress  of  the  great  inequality  in  the  pay  of  the  ollicers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Army,  this  first  being  lower  than  usual, 
and  less  than  was  ever  given  to  connni-^sioned  ollicers  in 
any  other  service,  whilst  that  of  the  soldiers  is  higher,  the 
Congress  have  been  pleased  to  increase  the  pay  of  Cap- 
tain to  twenty-six  and  two-third  dollars ;  of  a  First  Lieu- 
tenant to  eighteen  dollars;  of  a  Second  Lieutenant  and 
Ensign  to  thirteen  and  one-third  dollars,  per  calendar 
month  each,  to  take  place  so  soon  as  the  new  Regiments 
are  coinpleled  to  their  full  complement  of  men.  The  Con- 
gress have  given  this  encouragement  to  the  Captains  and 
Subalterns,  (whose  pay  was  lower  in  proportion,)  with  a 
view  to  impress  upon  their  minds  a  due  sense  of  gratitude, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  is  intended  to  enable  them  to  sup- 
port the  character  and  appearance  of  gentlemen  and  ofli- 
cers,  which  will  add  much  to  the  reputation  of  the  Regi- 
ments, and  cannot  but  be  pleasing  to  every  man  in  it.  It  is 
expected  that  the  oiiicers  of  the  new-formed  Regiments 
will  exert  themselves  in  the  recruiting  service,  and  that 
they  do  not  fail  to  report  the  number  they  have  recruited 
to  their  Colonels  to-morrow,  that  they  may  make  returns 
thereof  the  day  after,  in  order  that  the  recruiting  parties 
may  be  sent  ir)to  the  country,  if  any  backwardness  should 
appear  here.  When  this  happens,  the  Colonels  of  the  old 
Regiments  are  to  be  consulted,  to  pievent  the  Companies 
therein  being  left  without  ollicers. 

As  furloughs  have  been  ])roinised  to  the  new  enlisted 
men,  none  others  can  be  iiuhilged,  underany  pretence  what- 
soever; and  in  order  that  these  furlouL^hs  may  be  given  with 
some  degree  of  regularity,  noni'  but  the  Colonels  or  com- 
manding ollicers  of  Regiments,  upon  the  new  establishment, 
arc  to  grant  them,  and  they  respectively  not  to  let  more 
than  fifty  be  absent  at  a  time,  beginning  with  those  who  en- 
listed first,  and  going  on  in  a  regular  rotation,  until  all  are 
indulged,  allowing  each  man  ten  days  to  be  at  home,  and  a 
sufficient  lime  to  go  and  return. 

The  Colonels  or  counnanding  otlicers  of  the  new  e'itab- 
lishcd  Regiments  arc  to  meet  at  the  Quartermaster-Gene- 
ral's, in  Cambridge,  to-morrow,  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  fix 
upon  the  uniform  of  their  respective  Regiments,  that  the 
making  the  clothing  may  not  be  interrupted;  uithout  all 
are  present,  this  cannot  be  done,  and  the  work  rmi-it  not  be 
delavcd. 


There  was  a  mistake  in  the  entry  of  the  general  orders  of 
yesterday.  Tlio  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  have 
thought  proper  to  allow  the  First  and  Second  Lieulenanis 
the  same  pay,  viz:  eighteen  dollars  a  month  to  each,  and 
the  Ensigns  thirteen  dollars  and  one-third  of  a  dollar. 

The  Commissary-General  to  order  all  the  horns  of  the 
bullocks  that  are  killed  for  the  use  of  the  .Xrmy  to  be  saved 
and  sent  to  the  (iuartcrmasier-Gcneral,  \\lio  is  also  to 
\irovide  as  many  as  he  can  get,  and  have  the  whole  made 
iiito  good  powder  horns,  for  the  use  of  the  troops. 

The  honourable  the  liCgislaiure  of  this  Colony  having 
th.iught  fit  to  set  apart  T/unsilai/,  the  2:ii\  of  Navcmber 
instant,  as  a  day  of  publick  Thank'sgivini;,  "  to  ofler  up  our 
piaises    and    prayers    to    Ahuighty    GoJ,    the    somce    a'nl 


benevolent  bestower  of  all  good,  that  he  would  be  pleased 
graciously  to  continue  to  smile  upon  our  endeavours;  to 
restore  peace,  preserve  our  rights  and  ])rivileges,  to  the 
latest  posterity  ;  prosper  the  American  arms,  preserve  and 
strengthen  the  harmony  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  avert 
the  calamities  of  a  civil  war:"  the  General  therefore  com- 
mands that  day  to  be  observed  with  all  the  solemnity 
directed  by  the  legislative  Proclamation  ;  and  all  oflicers, 
soldiers  and  others,  are  hereby  directed,  with  the  most  un- 
feigned devotion,  to  obey  the  same. 

Any  non-counnissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  confined  on 
account  of  leaving  the  detachment  commanded  by  Colo- 
nel Arnold,  in  any  of  the  main  or  quarter  guards  of  the 
Arm)',  are  to  be  immediately  released. 


Ilrad-Qimrtcrs,  Cujiiirid^'-,  November  I'J,  I7T5. 

(I'.iiol.',  C'm-utrii.)  tCoiint.lsig-n,  Danhy.) 

The  IJiigadier-Generals  to  make  retm'ns  of  the  number 
of  teams  necessary  to  furnish  their  respective  divisions  with 
wood,  and  the  teams  appointed  for  each  division  to  be  con- 
tinually employed  in  the  service  of  that  division,  and  not 
to  be  shifted  from  one  division  to  another,  as  great  confusion 
ari"ses  thereby;  some  Regiments  having  a  double  stock  of 
wood,  while  others  are  suffering  for  want.  The  Quarter- 
master-General to  provide  the  teams  returned  necessary  for 
the  above  service,  and  direct  the  Wagonmaster-General  to 
continue  them  in  that  employ. 

All  persons  are  strictly  iirohibited  purchasing  any  clothes 
from  the  non-connnissioned  officers  and  soldiers.  Any  per- 
son violating  this  order  to  be  sent  prisoner  to  the  main 
guard,  by  the  Colonel  or  officer  commanding  the  Regiment 
the  clothes  belong  to;  the  clothes  to  be  forthwith  delivered 
up,  and  the  loss  susiainetl  to  fall  upnn  the  purchaser. 


PRINCE   EDWARD   COUNTY  (vIKGIMa)    COMMITTEE. 

Pursuant  to  an  Ordinance  of  the  General  Convention, 
held  at  Richmond,  July  17,  177.5,  the  Freeholders  for  the 
County  of  Prince  Edward  assembled  themselves  at  the 
Court-Ilouse  of  the  said  County,  on  Monday,  the  '^Oth  of 
I^ovember,  (being  court-day,)  in  order  to  elect  twenty-one 
of  the  most  discreet,  fit,  and  able  persons,  to  serve  as  Coin- 
mittee-Men  for  the  said  County  ;  and  after  having  delivered 
their  lists,  which  were  fairly  coimted,  in  the  presence  of  so 
many  of  the  Connnittee  as  chose  to  attend,  the  majority  of 
the  votes  appeared  in  favour  of  the  following  persons,  viz: 
Robert  Lawson,  John  Kash,  Jr.,  fVillium  Booker,  IVilliam 
Bibb,  Nathaniel  Vcnablc,  James  Allen,  Sr.,  Thomas  Scott, 
Sr.,  John  iMorton.  the  Rev.  Samuel  Stanhope  Smith,  John 
Nash,  Si-.,  the  Rev.  Richard  Sankcy,  John  Ilalcombe, 
Henri/  Walker,  Thovias  Flournoy,  James  Clarke,  Oba- 
diah  'iVoodson,  David  IValkcr,  John  IVatson,  Philemon 
Ilalcombe,  Joseph  Parks,  and  Andreie  Baker,  Gentlemen  ; 
who  are  accordimily  considered  as  a  Committee  for  the 
County  id'oresaid,  publication  having  been  duly  made  of  the 

Jolin  Nash.Sv.,  ICsquire,  was  tmanimously  elected  Chair- 
man of  the  said  Committee,  and  .Mr.  Benjamin  Lawson, 
Clerk. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  as  the  assuming  to  our- 
selves unlimited  powers  in  our  proceedings  may  be  in  the 
end  dangerous  to.  and  subversive  of.  the  just  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  oiu'  electors,  that  we  will  therefore  confine  our- 
selves literally  within  the  line  of  duly  marked  out  to  us  by 
the  Continental  Congress  and  the  Colonial  Convention: 
whose  laws  we  will  endeavour  to  make  the  rule  of  our 
conduct,  and  which  to  fidfil,  so  far  as  we  can  efilct,  we 
will  exert  our  most  ardent  cfibrts. 

This  Committee,  finding  that  there  is  no  great  prospect 
of  a  reconciliation  shortly  between  Grraf  Britain  and  her 
American  Colonii.'s,  from  any  thing  that  has  as  yet  trans- 
pired to  their  knowledge,  and  taking  under  their  most  se- 
rious consideration  the  miserable  and  pitiable  state  of  the 
people  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  Colony,  obliged  as  they 
are.  by  the  infernal  and  implacable  fury  of  Lord  Duiimorc, 
to  forsak(!  their  houses  and  habitations,  and  fly  with  preci- 
pitatiun  for  safety  to  places  more  remote  from  his  inhuman 
aim,  do  therefore,  in  commiseration  of  their  uid)ap])y  suf- 
ferings, hereby  beg  leave  to  present  their  respectful  com- 
phments  to  such  of  their  distressed  fellow-creatures;  at  the 
same  time  assuring  them,  that  should  they,  in  those  times 
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of  peril  and  distress,  find  themselves  unprovided  with  a 
snore  convenient  and  comfortable  situation,  that  in  such 
case,  humanity,  and  the  laws  of  hospitality,  readily  incline 
them  to  offer  to  their  service  a  reasonable  part  of  their  pro- 
perty, and  they  are  hereby  cordially  invited  to  a  participa- 
tion thereof. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Sub-Commiitees  be 
vigilant  and  active,  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  in 
discovering  and  detecting  all  inimical  or  disaffected  persons 
to  the  American  cause,  and  make  information  thereof,  as 
speedily  as  may  be,  to  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Purdie  be  forthwith  furnished  with 

a  copy  hereof,  who  is  desired  to  publish  the  same   in   his 

Gazette.  ,  ,t  f,,    ■ 

John  IN  ash,  L  kairman  i^ro  tern. 


GENERAL  SCHUVLF.RTO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  N'ovembcr  30,  1775.] 

Ticoiideroga,  November  20,  1775. 
Sir:  Yesterday  I  was  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the 
9ih  instant,  covering  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  that 
date.  You  will  perceive,  by  my  last  letters,  that  I  had 
anticipated  part  of  what  Congress  gave  in  charge  to  the 
Committee.  I  shall  order  the  clothing  to  remain  at  Al- 
bany, as  General  Montgomery  will  provide  the  troops  in 
Canada  ;  and,  indeed,  the  frost  is  so  intense,  that  if  it  was 
necessary  to  send  it  to  Canada,  it  is  not  likely  I  should  be 
able  to  get  it  there,  as  the  intercourse  by  water  will  soon 
cease,  unless  the  weather  should  speedily  turn  more  mild. 

Our  Army  in  Canada  is  daily  reducing;  about  three  hun- 
dred of  the  troops,  raised  in  Connecticut,  having  passed 
here  within  a  few  days ;  so  that  1  believe  not  more  than  six 
hundred  and  fifty  or  seven  hundred,  from  that  Colony,  are 
left.  From  the  different  JS'civ-  York  Regiments,  about  forty 
are  also  come  away.  An  unhappy  home-sickness  prevails. 
Those  mentioned  above  all  came  down  invalids  ;  not  one 
willing  to  re-engage  for  the  winter  service,  and  unable  to 
get  any  work  done  by  them,  I  discharged  them,  en  groupe. 
Of  all  the  specificks  ever  invented  for  any,  there  is  none  so 
efficacious  as  a  discharge  for  this  prevailing  disorder.  No 
sooner  was  it  administered,  but  it  perfected  the  cure  of 
nine  out  of  ten,  who,  refusing  to  wait  for  boats  to  go  by 
the  way  of  Fort  George,  slung  their  heavy  packs,  crossed 
the  lake  at  this  place,  and  undertook  a  march  of  two  hun- 
dred miles  with  the  greatest  good-will  and  alacrity. 

Captain  Curtis  and  Captain  Horton,  to  whom  I  had 
given  enlisting  orders,  had  not  yet  left  the  ground  when 
the  resolution  of  Congress  came  to  hand.  1  have  there- 
fore countermanded  the  orders,  and  issued  others  conform- 
able to  those  of  Congress  ;  and  have  ventured  on  the  addi- 
tional allowance  of  one-twelfth  of  a  dollar  per  day,  for 
billeting  money,  until  they  can  get  to  such  places  where 
provisions  can  be  issued  to  them,  as  the  men  cannot  other- 
wise be  subsisted. 

The  most  scandalous  inattention  to  the  publick  stores 
prevails  in  every  part  of  the  Army.  The  tents  are  left 
laying  in  the  boats  ;  axes,  kettles,  Sic,  lost ;  and  every  thing 
running  into  confusion.  The  only  attention  that  engrosses 
the  minds  of  the  soldiery  is,  how  to  get  home  the  soonest 
possible.  Nothing,  Sir,  will  ever  put  a  stop  to  this  shame- 
ful negligence,  but  obliging  the  officers  to  pay  for  what  is 
not  accounted  for,  and  let  them  deduct  it  out  of  the  men's 
wages.  They  cannot  think  this  a  hardship,  as  they  were 
informed  by  me  that  every  article  that  was  issued  to  them 
should  be  returned  into  store,  or  properly  accounted  for. 
If  they  are  suffered  to  do  it  with  impunity  this  year,  it 
will  be  the  same  next. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  very  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyt.ek. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  &C. 

COLONEL    JOSEPH    TIIUMBULL    TO     GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 
Lebanon.  November  20,  1775. 

May  it  pi. bask  voir  Excellency:  The  disease  I  have 
been  afflicted  with  has  given  such  a  shock  to  my  constitu- 
tion as  still  disables  me  from  travelling  to  Cambridge,  where 
I  want  much  to  be  ;  but  sickness  must  be  submitted  to. 
1  hope  soon,  now,  to  be  able  to  travel,  if  the  weatlier  is 
tolerable. 
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I  have  been  making  every  necessary  preparation,  within 
my  department,  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Army,  and  find 
I  have  got  a  good  supply  of  floin-  at  camp,  and  on  the 
roads  leading  thereto;  and  have  now  given  orders  for  all 
to  stop  twenty  miles  back  from  Cambridge  and  Roibury, 
on  the  different  roads,  from  whence  it  can  be  hauled  at  all 
tiiues,  and  in  the  worst  seasons. 

1  am  now  also  collecting  pork  and  beef,  agreeable  to  di- 
rection of  Congress,  to  drive  to  and  within  twenty  miles 
of  camp,  and  there  to  be  killed  and  salted  ;  and  have  con- 
tracted to  have  it  done  so  as  to  make  the  saving  to  the 
Continent  full  etiual  to  my  most  sanguine  ex))ectations. 
This  branch  of  business  will  make  a  heavy  demand  on  the 
Paymaster,  which  I  hope  he  is  able  to  answer,  as  it  would 
give  great  uneasiness  to  the  farmers  not  to  get  their  money 
on  the  delivery  of  their  cattle  and  hogs,  and  me  great 
trouble  to  have  them  to  pay  afterwards.  On  what  your 
Excellency  wrote  me,  when  ]  drew  last  to  pay  my  flour 
conti'acts,  1  took  the  liberty  to  write  to  the  Delegates  for 
this  Colony  what  sums  I  should  probably  want,  and  the 
necessity  of  my  being  supplied,  at  the  present  season, 
which  1  hope  will  forward  supplies  of  cash  to  the  Paymas- 
ter, to  answer  the  necessary  demands  on  him.  Some  con- 
siderable sums  of  cash  will  be  wanted  for  beef  and  pork, 
and  to  pay  up  the  officers'  rations — those  of  them  who  are 
like  to  leave  the  service  before  I  can  come  to  camp — and 
I  have  directed  Mr.  Avery  to  apply  to  your  Excellency  for 
a  warrant  or  warrants,  as  may  be  needed.  Whatever  sums 
your  Excellency  has  or  shall  give  warrants  for,  to  him,  I 
will  be  answerable  for,  and  underwrite  his  receipts  on  my 
arrival.  I  have  made  out  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a 
day's  ration,*  which  is  annexed  for  your  Excellency's  in- 
spection and  approbation,  as  a  rule  to  pay  the  officers  by. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Trumbull. 
His  Excellency  General  IVashington. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON   TO  JOSEPH    REED. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  November  20,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  The  liint  contained  in  the  last  of  your  let- 
ters respecting  your  continuance  in  my  family,  in  other 
words,  your  wish  that  I  could  dispense  with  it,  gives  me 
pain.  You  already,  my  dear  Sir,  know  my  sentiments  on 
this  matter;  you  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  your  importance 
to  me  ;  at  the  same  time  1  shall  again  repeat,  what  I  have 
observed  to  you  before,  that  I  can  never  think  of  promo- 
ting my  convenience  at  the  expense  of  you.-  interest  and 
inclination.  You  can  judge  that  I  feel  the  want  of  )ou, 
when  I  inform  you  that  the  peculiar  situation  of  Mr.  lian- 
dolplis  affairs  obliged  him  to  leave  this  place  soon  after 
you  did  ;  that  Mr.  Baylor,  contrary  to  my  expectation,  is 
not  in  the  smallest  degree  a  penman,  though  spirited  and 
willing  ;  and  that  ^\v.  Harrison,  though  sensible,  clear, 
and  perfectly  confidential,  has  never  yet  moved  upon  so 
large  a  scale  as  to  comprehend  at  one  view  the  diversity 
of  matter  which  comes  before  me,  so  as  to  afford  that 
ready  assistance,  which  every  man  in  my  situation  must 
stand  more  or  less  in  need  of  Mr.  Moylan,  it  is  true,  is 
very  obliging;  he  gives  me  what  assistance  he  can;  but 
other  business  must  necessarily  deprive  me  of  his  aid  in  a 
very  short  time. 

This  is  my  situation  ;  judge  you,  therefore,  how  much 
I  wish  for  your  return,  especially  as  the  armed  vessels, 
and  the  capital  change  in  the  state  of  this  Army  about  to 

*Au    Extimate  (if  the   cust  of  a  day's   Ration,  as  allowed  the  Trooiis 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonier,  November,  1775. 

Tliree-quarters  of  a  pound  of  pork,  at  77«.  6d.  per  barrel (/3 

One  pound  of  beef,  at  20s.  per  ct.,  is  nearest rf2i 

One  pound  of  salted  fish,  at  l8s.  per  ct.,  is  nearest (/2 

One  pound  of  bread  or  flour,  at  20».  per  ct rf24 

One  pint  of  milk ^1 

One  lialf.pint  of  rice,or  one  pint  of  Indian  meal,  per  week rfl 

Cider,  beer,  or  molasses,  per  week '/2 

Tweutv-four  pounds  of  soap,  7;/.  per  week,  per  one  hundred 

mem <il^ 

Three  pints  of  peas  or  beans,  per  week  per  man ^2^— (/7 

Pork  is  issued  three  days  in  the  week,  beof  three  days,  and  fisli  one 

day  in  the  week;  the  mean  sum  is  nearest  to d2i 

Bread  or  flour,  ajd— milk,  Id dZI, 

Weekly  allowances,  divided,  are,  per  diem </l 

Si.x  ounces  butter  per  man,  per  week,  (omitted,)  9d  per  lb.  is  nearest .  d  4 
IV-r  man ,  per  diem dl 

0-i 
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lake  place,  have  added  a  new  weiglit  lo  a  burden,  before 
loo  great  for  me  lo  stand  under  with  the  smallest  degree 
of  comfort  to  my  own  feelings.  My  mind  is  now  fully 
disclosed  to  you,  will)  this  assurance  sincerely  and  affec- 
tionately accompanying  ii,  that  whilst  you  are  disposed  to 
continue  with  me,  1  shall  think  myself  loo  fortunate  and 
happy  to  wish  for  a  change. 

Dr.  Morgan,  as  director  of  the  hospital,  is  exceed- 
ingly wanted  al  this  place,  and  ought  not  to  delay  hiS  de- 
parture for  the  camp  a  moment — many  regulations  being 
deferred,  and  accounts  postponed,  till  his  arri\al.  The 
method  you  have  suggested  concerning  the  advanced  pay, 
1  very  much  approve,  and  would  adopt  it,  but  for  the  un- 
fortunate and  cramped  stale  of  our  treasury,  wliich  keeps 
us  forever  under  the  hatches.  Pray  urge  the  necessity 
of  ihis  measure  to  such  members  as  you  may  converse 
with,  and  the  want  of  cash  to  pay  the  troops  for  the  months 
of  Uciobcr  and  November ;  as  also  to  answer  the  demands 
lA'  the  Commis-ary  and  Quartermaster,  and  for  contingen- 
cies. To  do  all  this,  a  considerable  sum  will  be  necessary. 
Do  not  neglect  to  put  ihat  wheel  in  motion  which  is  to 
bring  U3  the  shirts  and  medicines  from  Ne>v-iork ;  they 
are  much  wanted  here,  and  cannot  be  had,  I  should  think, 
upon  better  terms  than  on  a  loan  from  the  best  of  Kings, 
so  anxiously  disposed  to  promote  the  welfare  ol  his  Ame- 
rican subjects. 

Dr.  Church  is  gone  lo  Governour  Trumbull,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  in  a  Connecticut  ydW,  without  the  use  of  pen,  ink, 
or  paper,  lo  be  conversed  with  in  the  presence  ol  a  Magis- 
trate only,  and  in  the  Ensrlish  language.  So  much  for 
indiscreli'on,  the  Doctor  will  say.  Your  account  of  our  de- 
pendance  upon  the  people  o(  Great  liritain,  I  religiously 
believe.  It  has  long  been  my  political  creed,  that  the  Min- 
istry would  not  have  dared  lo  go  on  as  they  did,  but  under 
the  tirniest  persuasion  that  the  people  were  with  them.  The 
weather  has  been  unfavourable,  however,  for  the  arrival  of 
their  transi)orts;  only  four  Companies  of  the  Seventeenth 
Regiment  and  two  of  the  Artillery  are  yet  arrived,  by  our 
last  advices  from  Boit:m. 

Our  privateersmen  go  on  at  the  old  rate,  mutinymg,  if 
they  cannot  do  as  they  please.  Those  at  Pli/mouth,  Bc- 
vcrli/,  and  Portsmouth,  have  done  nothing  worth  mention- 
ing in  the  prize  way,  and  no  accounts  are  yet  received  from 
those  farther  eastward.  Arnold,  by  a  letter  which  left  him 
the  27th  ultimo,  had  then  only  gut  to  the  Chaudicrc  I'oml, 
and  was  scarce  of  provisions.  His  rear  division,  under  the 
connnand  of  Colonel  Enus,  had,  without  his  privity  or  con- 
sent, left  him  with  three  Companies;  and  his  expedition, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  Carkton,  with 
the  remains  of  such  force  as  he  had  been  able  to  raise, 
would  get  into  (^ucbcck  before  him,  I  fear  is  in  a  bad  way. 
For  further  particulars  1  refer  you  lo  Mr.  Hancock,  to 
whom  are  enclosed  copies  of  Arnold's  and  Enos's  letters. 
The  last-named  person  is  nol  yet  arrived  at  this  camp. 

I  ihank  you  for  your  fretjuent  mention  of  Mrs.  Ifashing- 
ton.  1  expect  that  she  will  be  in  Philadelphia  about  the 
time  this  letter  may  reach  you,  on  her  way  hither.  As 
she  and  her  conductor,  who  I  suppose  will  be  Mr.  Custis, 
her  son,  are  perfect  strangers  to  the  road,  the  stages,  and 
l!ie  proper  places  lo  cross  Hudson's  River,  by  all  means 
avoiding  New- York,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  your  par- 
ticular instructions  and  advice  to  her.  1  imagine,  as  the 
roads  are  bad  and  the  weather  cold,  her  stages  must  be 
short,  especially  as  1  presume  her  horses  will  be  fatigued, 
as,  when  they  get  to  Philadelphia,  they  will  have  per- 
formed a  journey  of  at  least  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles-- 
my  express  having  found  her  among  her  friends  near  fVil- 
liamsburgh,  one  lumdred  and  fifty  miles  below  my  own 
house. 

My  respectful  complimenls  to  Mis.  Heed;  and  be  assured 
that  1  am,  dear  Sir,  uuh  aUlctionate  regard,  .^c, 
,  ,    ,,      ,  Cinoito;;  Wasiiinoton. 

1  o  Joseph  Heed. 

TO   fiENKKAI,   WASHINGTON. 

Novnmbpi- 2(1,  1775. 

Sir:  As  the  present  seems  the  suitable  season  for  en- 
deavouring to  procure  a  stock  of  powder,  your  Excellency 
will  indnli;e  a  few  thoughts  on  tliis  important  subject,  even 


schooner  (a  prime  sailer)  should  proceed,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  Havre-de-Grace,  in  the  English  Channel,  with  a 
suitable  person  on  board,  (your  agent,)  who  should,  imme- 
diately on  his  arrival  there,  go  to  Paris  or  I'ersailles,  about 
one  hmidred  and  twenty  miles,  with  letters  from  your  Ex- 
cellency to  the  Prime  Minister  of  i^ca/itr,  requesting  an 
immediate  supply  of  ten  thousand  barrels  (quintals)  ol" 
powder,  with  one  hundred  tons  of  lead  ;  for  the  payment 
of  which  the  Continental  Congress  will  make  i)rovision. 
Your  reasons  to  induce  the  French  Minister  to  grant  this 
supply  will  so  strongly  coincide  with  the  national  politicks 
oi'  France,  it  seems  highly  probable  lie  will  be  ghd  of  the 
O[)portunity  of  supplying  or  even  of  giving  it,  though  in 
some  covered  way.  If  your  agent  succeeds,  he  can  easily 
procure,  under  the  auspices  of  the  French  Minister,  five  or 
six  vessels  (good  sailers)  of  one  hundred  tons  each,  to  bring 
the  powder  and  lead  from  Brest,  or  whencesoever  the  same 
may  be  shipped.  Each  of  those  vessels  should  have  a 
pilot  from  the  schooner,  which,  for  that  ]iurpose,  should  be 
floubly  manned  with  the  best  men  ;  your  agent  instructing 
the  masters  and  pilots  of  the  said  vessels  how  lo  conduct 
on  falling  in  with  our  coast.  The  reason  for  going  to 
Havrc-dc-Gracc  is  to  have  the  shortest  and  dircctest  com- 
munication with  the  French  Minister.  The  same  advan- 
tage cannol  be  had  so  well  in  Spain,  as  Madrid  is  so  dis- 
tant from  the  sea-port.  But  another  schooner,  alike  circum- 
stanced, might  be  sent  to  Cadiz,  and  the  business,  perhaps, 
negotiated  with  the  Sjwnish  Governour  for  a  like  quantity 
of  powder  and  lead.  If  not,  your  agent  might  proceed  lo 
Madrid,  about  three  iiundred  miles,  and  settle  the  business 
with  the  Prime  Minister,  by  whose  favour  he  could  procure 
at  Cadi:  the  powder  and  lead,  and  vessels  necessary  to 
bring  them.  Your  Excellency  will  probably  think  that 
your  agent  should  treat  only  with  principals,  as  sub-mana- 
gers are  scarcely  lo  be  trusted  in  so  important  a  business. 
Two  schooners,  well  fitted,  manned,  &ic.,  might  be  happily 
employed  in  this  manner  during  the  winter  months.  It 
might  procure  the  freight  of  the  powder  on  easier  terms,  if 
ihe  French  and  Spanish  vessels  were  allowed  to  cany  off 
uilh  them  yl//ic/-/«(n  produce.  The  lead  would  answer  for 
ballast.  The  agents  should  conduct  with  great  circumsjiec- 
lion,  lo  prevent  their  business  being  even  guessed  at.  Should 
it  be  known  to  the  English  Consul  at  Cadi:,  or  the  Am- 
bassador at  jMadrid  or  Paris,  or  through  any  other  channel 
transpire,  the  vessels  will  be  slojiped  or  taken  by  English 
cruisers,  which  will  be  sent  to  intercept  them.  If  both  ap- 
plications should  succeed,  and  the  powder  and  lead  arrive 
in  consequence,  the  quantity  of  each  will  probably  be  lit- 
tle enough  for  the  ensuing  campaign  ;  as  Ministry  seems 
lo  intend  it  shall  be  a  vigorous  and  extensive  one.  Your 
Excellency  knows  whether  fire-arms,  flints,  or  tinplales  for 
making  cartridge-boxes,  will  be  wanting.  The  same  appli- 
cation will  probably  procure  them. 

1  have  the  honom-  to  be,  with   the  most  perfect  regard, 
Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and   very  humble 

^^'"'■'""'  A  Friend  to  America. 

An  Estimate  of  the  cost,  according  to  the  best  information 

to  be  had  here,  vi:  : 
Ten  thousand  quintals  powder,  at  70.v.      -  -  £3.5,000 

One  hundred  tons  lead,  at  £16,     -  -  -         1,600 

Five  hundred  thousand  Hints,  best  French,  at  -205.        500 

£i37;Too 

The  same  (luantity, 37,100 

SterliuLS  £~il,-200 


ihougii  they  should  not  he 
to  propose  to  your  Excellei 


.,ll\ 


1  be  '  lea' 


's  consideration,  ihat 


address   of   the   UOVAL  BURGii    OF   SELKIRK. 

Address  of  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Council  of  the 
Royal  Burgh  of  Selkirk,  presented  to  His  INIajesty  by  Sir 
J, lines  Corkbiirn,  Baronel,  their  Representative  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

I'll  the  King's  Most  Eiccllent  Majesty. 
The  humble  .-Iddress  of  the  Magistrates  and  Toim  Coun- 
cil of  the  Itiiyal  Burgh  0^  Selkirk,  in  Common  Coun- 
cil assembled. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  hum- 
bly be"  l(Mve  to  approich  your  throne,  with  hearts  filled 
with  the  most  grateful  acUnowludgments  for  the  many  bless- 
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ings  we  have  enjoyed  under  your  Majesty's  mild  and  con- 
stitutional Government. 

While  we  thanl<fuliy  acknouledj^e  these  blessini^s,  it  is 
with  tJie  utmost  abhorrence  we  observe  a  most  unnatural 
spirit  of  disafiection,  wiiich  lias,  for  some  time  past,  pre- 
vailed in  several  of  your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America, 
and  which  has  now  broke  out  into  a  daring  and  ojien  re- 
bellion ;  a  rebellion  the  more  unjustifiable  and  untjrateful,  as 
being  raised  against  the  dignity  of  your  Majesty's  crown, 
and  the  legislative  authority  of  Great  Britain,  which  has 
always  been  anxiously  concerned  and  care-ful  to  provide 
for  their  safety  and  security,  even  at  the  expense  of  much 
blood  and  treasure. 

We  beg  leave  to  assin-e  your  Majesty,  that  we,  and  the 
whole  inhabitants  of  this  IJurgh,  whom  we  represent,  are 
ready,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  support  all  such  mea- 
sures as  your  Majesty  and  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  shall 
judge  necessary  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  this  unnatural  re- 
bellion, which  appears  to  us  to  have  been  greatly  foment- 
ed and  encouraged  by  the  machinations  of  a  seditious  and 
discontented  party  at  home. 

That  Almighty  God  may  bless  your  Majesty's  Councils, 
give  success  to  your  aims,  that  a  speedy  reconciliation  may 
take  place  among  all  your  subjects,  and  that  you  may  have 
a  long  and  prosperous  reign,  over  a  free  and  happy  people, 
is  our  sincere  prayer. 

Signed  in  presence  and  by  appointment  of  the  Town 
Council  of  Selkirk,  this  -ilst  day  ol'  JSoveml/er,  1775  years. 
Thomas  Cukrer,  Chief  Magistrate. 


ADDRESS    of    THE    N013LEMEN,    ETC.,    OF    THE    COUNTY     OF 
BANFF. 

Address  of  the  Noblemen,  Freeholders,  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  and  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Tax  of  the  Coun- 
ty of  Srt/i^',  transmitted  to  the  Earl  o\'  Suffolk,  one  of  His 
INIajesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  presented  to 
His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Noblemen,  Freeholders,  Jus- 
tices of  the  Pence,  and  Commissioners  of  the  Laud- 
Tax  of  the  County  oy  Banff. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  sulijects,  the  No- 
blemen, Freeholders,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  Com- 
Diissioners  of  the  Land-Tax  of  the  County  of  Banff,  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  royal  person,  to  testify  our  disap- 
probation and  abhorrence  of  the  conduct  of  your  INIajes- 
ty's Colonies  in  America. 

We  admire  your  Majesty's  moderation  and  temper, 
which,  while  your  Majesty  exerts  that  firm  and  constitu- 
tional spirit  to  subdue,  yet  still  holds  forth  the  benevolence 
to  pardon  those  who  return  to  dut)'. 

We  most  humbly  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will  sup- 
port your  Majesty,  to  the  utmost  of  our  ])ower,  in  main- 
taining the  authority  of  the  Legislature  over  every  part  of 
the  British  Dominions. 

We  pray  God  to  direct  your  Majesty's  Councils  and 
measures,  and  that  your  Majesty  may  long  reign  over  a 
free,  happy,  and  united  people. 

Signed  in  our  name,  |)resence,  and  by  our  appointment, 
at  Banff,  the  twenty-first  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
seven  liundred  and  seventy-five  years,  by  our  Praises. 
Fife. 

address  of  the  frfehoi^ders,  etc  .,  of  th  e  stkwafitry 
of  kirkcudbright. 
Address  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Freeholders,  and 
Commissioners  of  the  Land-Tax  for  the  Siewartry  of  Kirk- 
cudbright, in  Quarter-Sessions  assembled,  presented  to  His 
Majesty  by  fVilliam  Stewart,  Esq.,  Representative  in  Par- 
liament for  the  Stewartry  o{  Kirkcudbright. 

To  the  King's  Most  Kecellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Free- 
holders, and   Commissioners  of  the  Land-2'ax  for  the 
Stewartry    of   KinKct;DBKiGHT,    in    (-Quarter-Sessions 
assembled. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

Impressed  with  the  deepest  sense  of  the  blessings  we 
enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  auspicious  reign,  we  cannot 


help  testifying  our  abhorrence  of  those  altem]its  which  are 
made  to  disturb  its  tranquillity  by  our  rebellious  fellow- 
subjecls  in  North-America. 

Warndy  attached  to  our  inestimable  Constitution,  it  is 
our  earnest  wish  that  every  part  of  it  may  be  preserved 
inviolate.  To  attain  this  great  end,  it  appears  to  us  an  in- 
dispensable requisite,  that  the  supremacy  of  the  British 
Legislature  be  asserted  over  every  part  of  the  Empire. 

With  such  sentiments  as  these,  we  must  express  our 
disapprobation  of  the  principles  of  those  men  who  make 
British  liberty  to  consist  in  an  undistint;uished  opjjosition 
to  every  measure  of  Administration.  The  fatal  effects  of 
a  conduct  resulting  from  such  principles  are  now  severely 
felt  by  the  misguided  Colonists  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantick. 

We  lament  and  pity  the  mischiefs  which  evil  counsels, 
licentiousness,  and  a  factious  spirit,  have  produced  among 
a  deluded  people.  But  since  conciliatory  proposals  have 
been  disregarded,  and  mildness  and  forbearance  construed 
into  timidity,  we  humbly  apprehend  that  vigorous  measures 
are  now  become  absolutely  necessary  to  bring  back  these 
ungrateful  children  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty  to  their 
Mother  Country.  Being  fully  persuaded  that  these  mea- 
sures will  be  such  as  are  consistent  with  the  honour,  the 
dignity,  and  the  liberty  o(  Britons,  we  will  support  them 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes. 

We  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  a  wish  that, 
undisquietcd  by  faction,  and  undisturbed  by  rebellion,  your 
Majesty  may  long  continue  to  reign  over  the  hearts  of  your 
peo|)le. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  presence  of  the  Court : 

William  Gordon,  Prteses. 

Kirkeu(U,ri.rIit,  Novt-mber 'Jl,  1775. 


ICT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  WALTER  HATTON  TO  N.  tOF- 
,  RECEIVER-GENERAL  AND  CASHIER  OF  HIS  MAJESTv's 
iTOMS    AT    BOSTON,    DATED    NORFOLK,    NOVEMBER  21. 


It  is  now,  and  has  been  for  some  time  past,  an  established 
rule  to  break  open  all  letters  either  going  from  or  direct- 
ed to  any  officer  in  the  service  of  the  Crown.  It  was 
with  didiculty,  I  will  assure  you,  that  I  now  am  able  to 
transmit  them,  as  iny  going  from  Accomack  to  this  place 
was  o|jposed  by  upwards  of  tliree  hundred  people  of  the 
County,  who  will  not  allow  any  vessel  to  come  to  this 
place,  for  fear  of  supplying  the  ships  of  war  and  other 
troops  with  provision  ;  and  1  am  doubtful  whether  I  may 
not  be  obliged  to  take  a  shelter  in  some  of  the  ships,  or  at 
least  on  this  side  the  bay,  as  I  expect,  during  the  confused 
usurpation  of  power,  that  an  oflicer  of  the  customs,  if  he 
only  acts  with  spirit,  or  as  his  duty  and  oath   bind   him, 

that  he  will  immediately  fall  under  the  lash  of  the  d d 

Committees,  &tc.,  who,  on  such  occasions,  will  show  them 
as  little  mercy  as  they  themselves  may  expect  in  the  future 
world.  And  as  I  have,  on  sundry  occasions,  opposed  their 
measures,  and  strove  to  convince  the  deluded  people  of 
their  error,  I  have,  by  that  means,  rendered  myself  obnox- 
ious to  them,  and  no  doubt,  if  ever  in  tiieir  power,  shall 
have  their  whole  weight  of  vengeance  laid  on  ine.  But 
while  I  am  acting  in  favour  of  Government  and  my  own 
steady  principles,  1  make  no  doubt  but  I  shall  be  able, 
with  half  their  number,  to  meet  them  in  the  field;  as  I 
hold  it  to  be  an  established  point,  "that  those  who  fight 
or  take  up  arms  against  Government  are  always  in  dread, 
and  fight  to  great  disadvantage  ;  knowing  that  they  are 
fighting  against  their  Sovereign,  by  whom  alone  they  can 
hope  ibr  assistance  against  their  real  enemies,  and  who, 
out  of  his  grace  and  favour,  has  otTered  them  protection 
from  all  their  foes,  and  who  would  be  glad  to  see  them 
return  to  their  duty,  and  embrace  the  proffered  grace." 
They  know  that  the  halter  is  round  their  necks,  and,  if 
taken,  (which  they  can  do  no  less  than  expect,)  that  they 
are  liable  to  be  trussed  up,  without  any  delay;  whilst  the 
favourers  of  (Joverninent  know  the  goodness  of  their  cause, 
and  the  support  that  may  at  any  time  be  given,  from  the 
friends  thereof,  to  assist  them  against  all  enemies.  They 
also,  no  doubt,  are  assured,  that  if  they  i'all  in  a  glorious 
and  good  cause,  that  they  have  done  their  duty,  and  may 
expect  their  reward  in  a  future  life.  You  will  be  glad,  no 
doubt,   10   hear,  out  of  so  many  enemies  to  Governiiicnt, 
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that  there  is  some  who  have  courage,  even  in  these 
hazardous  times,  to  confess  the  lenient  measures  used  by 
those  in  power,  and  who  liave  sworn  allegiance  to  their 
lawful  Sovereign  ;  amongst  w  hich,  the  inhabitants  of  Nor- 
folkTown  and  County,  Frinccss-Annc,  Mmnemovd,  k.c., 
stand  recorded  to,  1  believe,  three  thousand  and  upwards. 
The  late  engagement  at  Kemp's,  1  believe,  has  been  cause 
sufficient  for  numbers  who  have  been  constrained  to  throw 
oft'  the  yoke,  and  boldly  to  stand  forth  and  confess  them- 
selves friends  of  Government;  numbers  having  been  forced 
to  take  up  arms  against  their  wills,  as  has  been  proved 
since  the  late  action.  God  send  a  happy  conclusion  to 
this  bad  beginning.  How  long  I  may  stay  among  them 
here  is  uncertain,  as  I  have  a  design  to  remove,  and  have 
a  promise  from  those  in  power  for  a  better  place,  1  have 
reason  to  expect,  somewhat  nearer  you  than  this.  My 
letters  please  direct  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Sproivh,  Norfolk, 
(or  (lOsport  rather,)  who  will  forward  them. 

CHARLOTTE   COUNTY    (vIIKMMa)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  held  for  Charlotte  County,  on  Tues- 
day, the  21st  of  November,  1775: 

Mr.  Christopher  McCoimico  being  desirous  to  re-esta- 
blish himself  in  the  good  opinion  of  his  countrymen,  and 
remove  the  charge  formerly  lodged  against  him,  for  refus- 
ing to  subject  his  Books  to  an  examination,  this  day  ap- 
peared in  Committee,  and  produced  his  Uay-Books  and 
invoices,  for  their  general  inspection.  Whereupon,  the 
Coiimiitlee  proceeded  to  an  examination,  and  iound  that 
the  said  Mr.  McConnico  had  not  exceeded  the  Associa- 
tion in  the  sales  of  his  Merchandise.  At  the  same  time, 
Mr.  McConnico  otiered,  in  writing,  a  Recantation,  con- 
taining expressions  of  real  concern  for  his  former  conduct, 
in  refusing  to  submit  his  Books  to  the  inquiry  of  this  Com- 
mittee ;  which  was  deemed  satisfactory.  Therefore,  this 
Committee  have  thought  proper  to  advise  the  puhlick  of 
their  resolution  to  renew  a  friendly  communication  with 
the  said  McConnico,  ac(iuit  him  of  injurious  imputations, 
and  have  considered  iiim  as  now  become  capable  of  form- 
ing and  carrying  on  commercial  intercourse  with  the  good 
people  of  this  Country.  By  order  of  the  Committee: 
William  Jamrson,  Clerk. 


ClKulottc  County,  Novonibci- 21,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  this  County,  considering  the  unhappy 
situation  their  countrymen  in  the  lower  parts  of  this  Colony 
are  reduced  to,  from  the  dangerous  alarms  and  piratical  de- 
predations committed  on  their  property  by  Ministerial  forces, 
liave  unanimously  resolved  to  invite  such  of  their  distressed 
friends  as  will  produce  a  recommendation  from  the  Com- 
mittees of  their  respective  Counties,  and  are  obliged  to 
remove  from  their  once  peaceable  habitations,  to  come 
among  us,  and  that  we  will  cheerfully  aftbrd  them  every 
comfort  and  necessary  accommodation,  so  far  as  our  cir- 
cumstances and  abilities  will  exteiid.  l?y  order  of  the 
(.'ommillec  :  William  Jameson,  Clerk. 


Loun  sTinLiNf?  TO  colonel  maxwell. 

Princeton,  Now-Jcraey,  Novenil>cr  21,  1775. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  an  order  I  have  received  from  the 
Continental  Congress,  you  are  hereby  required,  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  cause  three  Companies  of  your  Battalion,  with 
one  field-officer,  to  march  through  Sussex  County,  in  Ncw- 
.fersey,  to  Ncw-fVindsor,  on  Hudson's  River,  and  from 
thence  to  proceed  to  the  new  fort  on  said  river,  in  the 
Highlands,  in  the  Colony  of  New- York,  there  to  remain, 
as  part  of  the  garrison  of  said  fort.  To  make  this  march 
the  more  expeditious,  as  well  as  convenient,  you  are  re- 
quested to  send  on  this  service  the  two  Companies  raised 
in  Sussex,  and  one  of  those  raised  in  Hunterdon  County, 
if  these  can  first  be  furnished  with  arms;  otherwise,  such 
Companies  as  can  first  be  so  furnished. 

Colonel  William  Maxwell. 

LORO    STIRLING   TO   LIEUTENANT-COLONEL   WINDES. 

Princeton,  Ncw.Jersoy,  Novenil)  r  21,  1775. 

Sir:  You  are,  with  three  Companies  of  the  Eastern  and 
First  Battalion  of  the  Troops  in  Neiv-Jcrsey,  immediately 


to  march  for  Haverstraw,  in  the  Province  of  New-York, 
and  from  thence  to  proceed  to  the  new  fort  on  Hudson's 
River,  in  the  Highlands,  in  said  Province,  and,  with  these 
and  three  Companies  of  the  (Vest- Jersey  Battalion,  and 
such  other  Troops  as  you  will  find  there,  or  as  shall  join 
you  by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  to  garrison  the 
same.  The  Companies  destined  for  the  service  are  Cap- 
tain Morris's  and  Captain  Howell's,  o(  Morris  County,  or 
Captain  Meeker's,  of  Essex  County;  to  whom  1  shall  de- 
spatch notice  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness. 

Stirling. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  llindes. 


NEW -YORK    committee. 

Tuesday,  November  21,  1775. 

The  Committee  met.    Present:  John  Broome,  Chair- 
lan  pro  tern. 


P.  p.  V.m  Ziindt, 

A.  P.  Lotl, 

Colonel  Hvr- 

William  Denning, 

J.  Ray, 

D.  Dunscom 

D.  Wickhani, 

J.  Bn»ver, 

P.  Byvanck, 

P.  T.  Curtoiiius, 

(i.  Duyckinck, 

•S.  Johnson, 

(;.  Abeel, 

C.  P.  Low, 

C.  Sands, 

T.  Ivors, 

G.  Janeway, 

J.  Totten, 

Nicholas  Roosevelt,  J.  Stoutenbergh,  P.  Dennis, 

.1.  Van  Voorliios,  A.  Abrahams,  Eleazer  Miller, 

J.  Lasher,  L.  Burling,  Abr'm  De  Peyster. 

H.  Roome,  F.  Bassett.  John  Pel], 

L.  Pintaril,  A.  Breasted,  Robert  Benson. 

J.  Ran.sey, 

Draught  of  a  Letter  to  Govcrnour  Trumbull,  and  another 
to  Mr.  Babcock,  in  answer  to  their  Letters  received  and 
read  on  Tiesday  evening  last,  were  laid  before  this  Com- 
mittee, read,  and  approved  of,  and  are  as  follow,  viz: 

Letter  to  Governour  Tuu.mbull  : 

New-York,  November  21,  1775. 

Sir  :  We  are  favouied  w  ith  your  Honour's  letter  to  Hen- 
ry Bemsen,  Esquire,  enclosing  a  vote  of  your  Honour  and 
the  Council  of  Safety,  soliciting  the  loan  of  some  cannon, 
of  the  size  of  eighteen  and  twenty-four  pounders,  for  the 
use  of  the  Town  of  New-Haven.  In  answer  to  which,  we 
inform  your  Honour  that  we  have  no  cannon  of  the  size 
you  mention,  the  exclusive  property  of  our  constituents, 
though  there  are  a  considerable  number  lying  on  the  Bat- 
tery, claimed  by  the  Province;  and  as  our  Congress  (who 
are  competent  to  determine  upon  your  application)  are 
about  sitting,  we  have  accordingly  referred  it  to  them  ;  not 
doubling  but  they  will  cheerfully  render  you  any  assistance 
in  their  power,  consistent  with  our  immediate  safety,  though 
we  are  strongly  inclined  to  believe  they  will  judge  it  inex- 
pedient to  have  the  cannon  removed  oti'the  Battery,  under 
present  circumstances,  from  a  well-grounded  apprehension 
of  the  consequence  such  a  measure  would  be  productive 
of.  We  are  informed  there  are  many  heavy  cannon  lying 
useless  at  Ticonderoga  :  we  submit  to  you  whether  it  would 
not  be  expedient  to  apply  to  the  Continental  Congress  for 
liberty  to  transport  from  thence  to  Neiv-Haven  any  num- 
ber that  Town  may  have  occasion  for.  Should  that  fail, 
we  believe,  by  applying  to  the  New-Jersey  Provincial 
Congress,  you  may  get  any  number  and  sizes  made  you 
choose,  as  there  were  foundries  employed  last  war  in  that 
Province  for  a  like  purpose. 

We  are,  with  great  regard,  your  Honour's  most  humble 
servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  liuooME,  Chairman  pro  tern. 

Letter  to  Adam  Babcock,  Esquire: 

New-York,  November  21,  1775. 

Sir:  We  received  your  favour  10th  current,  directed  to 
Henry  Bemsen,  Es<|uire,  requesting  the  loan  often  |)ieces 
of  heavy  cannon  for  the  defence  of  your  Town.  In  answer 
to  which,  we  inform  you,  that  we  have  no  cannon,  the  ex- 
clusive property  of  our  constituents,  of  the  weight  you 
mention,  though  there  are  a  considerable  number  lying  on 
our  Battery,  claimed  by  ihe  Province;  and  as  our  Provin- 
cial (,'ongress  (who  only  are  competent  to  determine  upon 
your  application)  are  about  sitting,  we  have  referred  it  to 
them,  and  doubt  not  but  they  will  do  all  in  their  power  to 
serve  you,  consistently  with  the  safety  of  the  Colony  ;  but 
are  strongly  inclined  to  believe  they  will  judge  it  inexpe- 
dient, for  the  safety  of  the  City,  to  have  them  removed, 
under  present  circumstances. 
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We  have  written  his  Honour,  your  Governour,  to  the 
above  effect,  and  are  your  very  iiunibie  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Committee. 

Ordered,  Tliat  fair  copies  he  made  of  them,  and  trans- 
mitted to  his  Honour  and  iMr.  Babcock,  respectively,  by 
the  first  opportunity. 

A  Letter  from  Waller  Franklin  &/■  Co.,  requesting  a  per- 
mission from  this  Committee  to  load  a  Sloop  with  Flour, 
Ship  Bread,  Rum,  Cider,  &ic.,  and  send  her  to  Georgia, 
one  ol  the  United  Colonies,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress,  was  laid  before  this  Com- 
mittee, and  read. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Franklin  &f  Co.  have  permis- 
sion accordingly,  they  giving  satisfactory  security  to  Messrs. 
Evert  Bancker  and  Robert  Ray,  two  members  of  this  Com- 
mittee, in  double  the  value  of  the  said  Sloop  and  cargo, 
that  the  said  Sloop  will  j)roceed  (unavoidable  accidents  ex- 
cepted) directly  to  some  port  in  the  Province  o(  Georgia, 
and  land  the  same  there,  and  no  where  else;  and  that  the 
Cajjtain  of  said  Slooj),  on  his  return,  within  convenient 
time,  lay  before  this  or  future  Commit  lee  a  certificate, 
from  the  Committee  of  lns})ection  of  Georgia,  of  his  hav- 
ing discharged  his  said  cargo  agreeable  to  the  above  order  ; 
which  certificate  shall  be  sufficient  to  cancel  the  securities 
above  required. 

The  examination  of  Messrs.  Tliomas  Pearsall  and  Fttcr 
7'.  Curtenius,  taken  before  the  Provincial  Congiess  of  Afw- 
York  on  the  3d  instant,  respecting  the  conduct  of  Robin- 
son if  Price,  of  this  City,  merchants,  as  to  the  sale  ol  some 
Blankets,  &c.,  was  sent  down  to  this  Committee,  together 
with  a  request  from  the  Congress  thereupon,  that  this  Com- 
mittee would  call  the  said  Robinson  S^-  Price  before  them, 
and  make  proper  inquiries  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robinson  6,-  Price,  and  l\  illiam 
and  Robert  Montgomerie,  be  requested  to  attend  this  Com- 
mittee immediately. 

.Mr.  Robinson  attending,  and  being  asked  what  price 
he  lately  sold  Pins  at,  replied,  that  he  bad  sold  them  at 
twenty  Shillings  per  pack,  but  does  not  remember  cer- 
tainly to  have  sold  any  higher;  and  furthermore  said,  that 
the  Pins  sold  as  aforesaid  cost  him  eleven,  twelve,  to  six- 
teen S.hillings  per  pack. 

Wednesday,  Novonibi-T  2i!,  1775. 

Committee  met.    Present :   John  Broome,  Chairman. 

L.  Pnitard,  Capt;.iii   Dennis,  Oliver  Temploton, 

D.  Wickliam,  Gerardus  Duyckinck,  A.  Brinckerlioff, 

C.  P.  Low,  Jeremiah  Brower,  A.  Lett, 

Jacob  Van  Voorliies,  William  Imlay,  Eleazer  Miller, 

John   Rjmsey,  Henry  Roome,  A.  Breasti-d, 

Francis  Bassett,  Isaac  Stoutenbergh,  John  Antliony, 

Benjamin  Helnie,  William  Denning,  Colonel  L  ishor, 

John  Ray,  Evert  Bancker,  Colonel  MeDougall, 

Daniel  Phenix,  P.  Byvanck,  T.  Iveis, 

Comfort  Sands,  L.  Burling,  J.  Pell, 

Daniel  Dunsconib,  Joseph  Tolten,  Joseph  Bull, 

Samuel  Johnson,  Garret  Abeel,  A.  De  Peyater. 

Mr.  Robinson,  being  called  in,  produced  a  Bill  of  five 
pieces  Blankets,  purchased  by  him  of  li'illiam  Moore,  of 
Philadelphia,  at  eighteen  Pounds  \)er  piece,  Philadelphia 
money,  dated  19th  September;  that  he  paid  twenty-one 
Shillings  freight  for  them  to  this  City  ;  that  they  had  left 
on  hand  a  few  Blankets  more  than  Thomas  Pearsall  boujihl 
of  them,  which  cost  about  eight  Pounds  per  piece  ;  that  they 
bought  two  pieces  of  Smith  Ramage,  at  about  five  Pounds 
ten  Shillings  per  piece;  of  Messrs.  McFarreniif  Diinlap, 
about  eight  pieces,  early  last  fall ;  that  the  Blankets  Mi-. 
Pearsall  purchased  were  of  those  they  [lurchased  last  fall, 
as  above. 

Mr.  Simon  Creo-icr  declared  bis  wife  purchased  one  pack 
of  Pins  of  Thomas  Gardner,  for  which  she  paid  thirty  Shil- 
linifs,  on  Tuesday,  the  2-2d  of  November,  and  that  said 
Gardner  asked  him  the  same  price  the  day  before. 

Silvanus  Dilingham  declares,  that  bis  wife  purchased 
Checksof  Henry Tenbroeck,  at  four  Shillings  peryard,  such 
a«  used  to  be  sold  for  one  Shilling  and  ten  Pence;  that  he 
heard  Burnt  Christophers,  (at  Shipyards,)  Mr.  Harris, 
(on  board  a  brig  at  Walton's  wharf,)  and  Thomas  Leonard, 
Sailmaker,  declare,  that  Thomas  Gardner  went  on  board 
the  Packet  Mercury,  at  Sandy  Hook,  and  purchased  a 
quantity  of  Checks  and  other  Goods,  and  brought  them  to 
this  City. 


Mr.  Price  says  that  Pins  have  been  sold  out  of  their 
store  at  a  higher  price  than  twenty-four  Shillings  per  pack  ; 
that  he  had  sold  two  and  a  half  himself  at  twenty-four 
Shillings  per  pack  ;  that  all  the  Blankets  they  bought  of 
Smith  Ramage,  &ic.,  last  fall,  were  sold  to  a  Mr.  Stevens, 
for  Boston;  that  the  Blankets  sold  Mr.  Pearsall  were  of 
a  parcel  bought  of  a  person  in  this  Town,  at  one  hundred 
and  forty  per  cent,  advance  ;  that  their  Pins  cost  them  from 
eight  to  twelve  Shillings  per  pack;  that  a  large  quantity 
of  the  Pins  were  purchased  of  a  principal  merchant  in  this 
City,  at  ten  Shillings  per  pack  ;  that  he  knows  importers 
have  sold  them  at  twenty  Shillings,  but  will  not  discover 
who  sold  them  ;  that  Thomas  Gardner  and  Henry  Ten- 
broeck  gave  nineteen  Shillings  and  six  Pence  to  upwards  of 
twenty  Shillings. 

Thomas  Gardner,  being  called,  says,  he  bought  Pins  of 
Robert  Montgomerie  at  twenty-four  Shillings  per  pack, 
and  from  George  and  William  Ludloiv  from  eighteen  to 
twenty-two  Shillings  per  pack  ;  for  eighty  to  ninety  packs, 
twelve  Shillings  ;  and  four  packs,  eighteen  Shillings;  four 
and  a  half  packs,  twenty-two  Shillings,  about  four  weeks 
ago;  and  that  he  sold  them  at  twenty-six,  twenty-eight, 
and  thirty  Shillings  jier  pack. 

Resolved,  nem.  con..  That  Robinson  &f  Price  have  vio- 
lated the  Association  of  the  Continental  Congress,  in  sell- 
ing sundry  articles  of  merchandise  at  an  exorbitant  price. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolve  be  published  imme- 
diately. 

Ordered,  Tliat  .Joseph  Bull,  Benjamin  Helmc,  and 
Abraham  De  Peyster,  be  a  Coiiuniltee  to  prepare  the 
publication  of  the  said  matters  iel:ui\e  to  Robinson  iV 
Price,  and  I'eport  the  same  to  the  Counnitlee  on  Friday 
evening  next. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Lfonard,  Barnt  Christophers, 
and  Mr.  Harris,  be  desired  to  attend  t!iis  Conunittee  at 
their  next  meeting. 

Thursday,  Xovenib-r  -23.  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  City  and 
County  of  New-York.   Present:  John  Broome,  Chairman. 

John  Ri.riisay,  Richard  Shaipj,  G:Tardus  Duyckinck, 


I'.-niMiuii  II. I ,  Culunrl  l.ott, 

C„U„v\  llyrr.  l',,lrl.-k  Dennis, 

Diui.d  Pheni.v,  John  Poll, 

C'urn.diu.s  P.  Low,  Henry  Roome, 

I), ,1,1.1  W„-kham,  Petrus   Bvvanck, 

(■„1mi,.1  I., si,-,,  Lincastef  Burling, 

C.l,.,,   1  \I.lio,ii.rall,  Joseph  Bull, 

.bi|,ii  Anll„.,,v,  ^  John  Imlav, 

II,u„,ltui,  Yo,nig,  John  Alsop", 

William  Denning,  T.  Ivers. 

Mr.  Jacob  Walton  acquaints  the  Committee  that  Tho- 
mas Broumejohn  has  reported  that  Tea  has  been  imported 
into  the  City  since  ihe  ....  by  Congress. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Henry  Remsen,  acquainting  that  'Sir. 
Amiel  has  desired  the  Saltpetre  bought  of  him,  on  account 
of  Congress,  may  be  paid  for,  or  returned. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  referred  to  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  William  W.  Ludlow  and  Thomas  Gard- 
ner be  desired  to  atteiui  this  Connnittee  to-morrow  eve- 
ning. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Lancaster  Burling,  and  second- 
ed by  Joseph  Totten,  in  the  woids  following,  viz: 

Mr.  Chairman  :  I  move  that  Isaac  Scars,  Samuel  Broome, 
and  John  IVoodward,  be  cited  to  a))pear  before  this  Board, 
to  answer  for  their  conduct  in  entering  the  City  this  day, 
with  a  number  of  Horse,  in  a  hostile  manner,  which  I  con^ 
sider  as  a  breach  of  the  Association.* 

Resolved,  That  Peter  Harris  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  the  Resolves  entered  into  by  the  Provincial  Congress, 
September  1,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  John  Midlar  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  the  Resolves  entered  into  by  the  Provincial  Congress, 
September  1,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Van  De  Burgh  has  been  guilty 

»  The  contents  of  Rinington's  New-York  Gazetteer  occasioned  the 
Printer's  house  to  bo  surrounded  on  the  23d  of  November,  by  seventy- 
live  of  the  Connecticut  light-horae,  with  firelocks  and  fixed  bayonets, 
who  entered  the  house  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  at  noon,  de. 
stroyed  all  the  typ  ■»,  and  put  an  enlir,3  stop  to  his  business.  Theciti. 
zjns  beheld  the  whole  sc-ne  without  afford, ng  him  the  bast  assistance. 
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of  a  breach  of  tlie  Resolves  entered  inlo  by  he  Provincial     first  came  to  Lewis's,  in  one  of  the  corners  of  the  room,) 
Congress,  ScpltmLcr  1,  1775. 

Friday,  November  24,  1775. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  City  and 
County  ol' New-York.   Present :  John  Broome,  Chairman. 


Peter  P.  Van  Zandt, 

Roljrrt  Rav, 

Saniu;-!  Johnson, 

John  Anthony, 

]^,vert  Hancker, 

Richard  Norwood, 

licwis  Pinturd, 

A.  W.  De  Peystor, 

Hi.rcule.s  Mulligan, 

Peter  T.  Curtenius, 

Oliver  Tompleton, 

Garrat  Ah.'el, 

Francis  Basselt, 

D.iulI  Dunsconib, 

Rohert  Benson, 

Daniel  Phenix, 

Abraham  P.  Lolt, 

Abr'm  Brinck^^rhofF, 

.lacob  Van  Voorhies, 

,    Nicholas  Roosevelt, 

Isaac  Stontenber^h, 

Alex.  :\loDougall, 

Joseph  Tolten, 

L.ncst.r  Bnrhng, 

A.  L.  Bleeck-r, 

John  Lasher, 

John  l!ui,s,.v, 

Comfort  San.ls, 

■William  Denninjr, 

Anthony  Ahrahams, 

Cornelius  P.  Low, 

Patrick  Dennis,  ' 

W  ilham  Ludlow, 

Andrew  Breasted, 

Thomas  Ivi  rs, 

D  mi  1  Wickhum. 

George  Janeway, 

The  Committee 

re-assumini;  the  considenition  of  Mi 

do  their  duly;  that  he,  this  exaininant,  took  liis,  and 
stood  sentry,  but  lliat  the  others  refused  to  do  any  thini;  ; 
that  tliis  examinant  and  the  others  of  the  guard  at  Lewis's 
differed  very  mucii  in  opinion  ;  that  they  differed  -and  dis- 
puted the  wliole  time  they  were  there  together;  that 
between  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  exami- 
nant left  Lewis's,  and  went  home,  without  waiting  to  he 
relieved,  and  that  after  he  went  away  the  prisoners  escaped; 
that  the  reason  he  went  away  was,  because  the  others  ot 
the  guard  were  all  against  him,  and  would  not  take  their 
muskets  and  guard  the  prisoners. 

Lewis  De  Bois  declares,  on  his  examination,  that  John 
Kelley,  who  was  one  of  the  sentinels  on  guard  last  night  at 
Leu'is's,  when  the  prisoners  made  their  escape,  told  him, 
this  examinant,  the  day  before,  at  the  hosjiital,  that  if  he, 
the  said  Keltei/,  was  to  he  on  guard  at  Lcivis's  that  night 
ensuing,  he  (Kelley)  would  let  the  prisoners  escape  ;  and 
iJ((/-/tH^'i  motion  of  la^t  night,  Mr.  7ii//7/«£fagreeil  to  with-  this  morning,  when  /fe/Zey  awoke,  and  was  told  tliat  the 
draw  the  same.  prisoners  were  gone,  he  replied,  he  thought  of  what  he  said 

Information  having  been  given  to  the  Committee  that  a  yesterday, 
number  of  barrels  of^Pork  was  brought  down  to  this  City  Joseph  Mceks,  upon  his  examination,  says,  that  he  be- 
on  board  of  Michael  Crow's  Boat,  the  property  of  one  longs  to  Captain  Benson's  Company;  that  he,  this  exami- 
fVebb,  of  Westchester,  which  was  suggested  fVebb  intend-  nant,  was  of  the  guard  last  night;  that  about  three  o'clock 
ed  to  convey  on  board  of  the  Asia,  Man-of-VVar,  to  be  sent  in  the  morning,  John  JVarner  declared  that  it  was  a  damned 
round  from  thence  to  Boston:  Upon  examining  into  the  shame  those  three  men  a\.  Lewis's  should  be  confined;  that 
matter  this  evening,  it  did  not  appear  that  fVebb  intended  he  {iVarner)  had  a  boat  ready,  and  had  or  would  get, 
his  Pork  for  the  purposes  above  suggested  ;  and,  therefore,  this  examinant  cannot  recollect  which,  four  men,  who  would 
Ordered,  That  tlie  persons  who  had  taken  possession  take  away  the  three  prisoners;  that  (Far/ier  was  in  a  great 
thereof  re-deliver  the  same  to  said  Hebb.  passion   when   he  made  the  above  declaration;  and   that 

con<;ideration  of  Mr.  f^'arncr  furl  her  said  to  this  examinant,  that  he,  this  exami- 
nant, might  rescue  the  prisoners  if  he  pleased;  that  Captain 
Benson  was  present,  and  must  have  heard  all  that  IVnrner 
said,  but  that  Benson  was  silent,  and  looked  IVarner  full  in 
the  face,  and  spoke  not  a  word;  that  there  was,  during  tho 
evening,  a  great  number  of  visiters  at  the  guard  room,  such 
as  the  two  Bruwnijohns,  Norris  the  Baiber,  Burns  the 
Barber,  and  many  more. 

Ednrird  Alecks,  upon  his  examination,  declares,  that  he, 
as  one  of  Benson's  Company,  was  at  the  guard  room  last 
night;  that  during  the  first  part  of  the  evening  there  was 
an  uncommon  number  of  visiters  and  strangers  continually 


The  Committee  then  resuni 
Thomas  Gardner's  conduct  as  to  the  sale  of  sunrlry  of  his 
Goods  at  an  exorbitant  price,  contrary  to  the  ninth  article 
of  the  General  Association,  and  also  as  to  the  information 
given  to  the  Committee,  of  his  having  purchased  Pins,  he, 
from  on  board  the  Packet,  &c.:  upon  examining  Mr.  Isaac 
Moit,  touching  the  above  charges,  he  declares  that  Gardner 
bought  of  a  Packet's  man  (as  this  examinant  was  informed 
by  the  Packet's  man)  a  number  of  packs  of  Pins,  enough 
to  pay  for  four  hogsheads  of  Rtim;  that  the  day  before  the 
sale  of  the  Pins  to  Gardner,  they  had  been  offered  for  sale 

to  this  examinant  by  the  said   Packet's  man,  and  that  this  ....  ^  ,  ,  ^     , 

examinant  refused  to  purchase  them  ;  that  the  said  Packet's    ^ommg  m  and  going  out  of  the  guard  room,  most  of  whon, 

:.,r„ ,,1   .K„  .Jo.,,;„n.w   .1,,,  ,1,„   „„.,,„„  Kofr.,-«  iI.p     he  did  not  know;  that  among  the  personswho  were  not  ot 

the  guard,  and  who  he   knew,  were  IVilliain  Browncjohi 


man  niformed  the  examinant  that  the  voyage  before  the 
last  he  had  sold  to  Gardner  Pins  at  four  Shillings  and  six 
Pence  per  pound,  and  about  a  month  ago  he  sold  Gardner 
a  quantity  of  Pins  at  ten  Shillings  per  pound. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  subject-matters 
relating  to  Mr.  Gardner  be  deferred  to  the  next  meeting  of 
this  Committee. 

Ordered,  also,  That  Mr.  il'illiam  Ludlow,  who  attend- 
ed here  this  night,  according  to  the  recjuest  of  this  Commit- 
tee of  last  night,  be  further  reqnesled  to  give  his  attendance 
here  again  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Committee. 

Mr.  De  Veyster,  from  the  Sub-Committee  appointed  on 
the  evening  of  the  22d  instant,  to  draw  a  draught  of  an 
advertisement  respecting  Robinson  cV  Price,  reported  a 
draught  accordingly;  which,  being  read,  was  approved  of. 

Ordered,  therefore,  That  a  fair  copy  be  made  thereof, 
and  signed  by  the  Chairman,  and  that  the  same  be  adver- 
tised in  Mr.  Gaine's  next  Monday's  Gazette. 

Bcler  Harris  and  ,  two  of  the   prisoners  ordered 

under  confinement  to  Mr.  Foster  Lewis's,  for  enlisting  Men 
for  the  Ministerial  Army  at  Boston,  having  made  their  es- 
cape last  night;  and  it  being  suggested  to  the  Committee 
that  their  escape  was  elFccted  by  the  misconduct  of  Cap- 


and  Thomas  Brownejohn,  Thomas  H'illiam  Moore  the 
Vendue  Master,  fVintcrton  the  Mason,  Isaac  Herron  the 
Walch-Maker,  and  John  Norris  the  Barber;  that  these 
persons,  with  Captain  Berison,  sat  drinking  in  the  guard 
room  ;  that  during  the  whole  night  no  picket  was  set  out, 
or  any  sentry  placed,  as  was  customary,  on  the  B. liter) ; 
and  that  upon  this  examinant  asking  Captain  Benson  tl.o 
reason  thereof,  he  gave  this  examinant  no  answer,  but  at- 
tended only  to  the  conversation  that  passed  an;ong  tho 
above  Company;  that  most  if  not  all  their  conversation 
turned  upon  the  subject  of  the  times,  and  was  very  scurri- 
lous as  to  the  transaction  of  depriving  Rivington  of  his 
types  ;  that  this  examinant  and  tlie  abovementioned  Her- 
ron disputed  a  considerable  deal  the  conduct  of  the  Minis- 
try; and  that  he,  this  examinant,  observed,  that  he  believed 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Ministry  to  establish  Popery  in 
all  the  Dominions,  and  lliat  Po|)ery  was  certainly  the  hnt- 
tom  of  all  their  schemes,  which  Herron  denied  was  the 
case;  but  that  when  this  examinant  further  observed  of  its 
being  established  in  Canada,  Herron  replied,  that  he 
thought  it  was  very  right  Popery  should  be  esiablishcd  in 
Canada,  and  moreover  added,  that  arming  the  Roman 
in  Christopher  Benson  and  so'me  of  his  Company,  who     Catholicks  in  Ireland  was  also  very  right,  and  he  approved 


,  that  some  of  Cap- 
sonally  in  carrying  the 
J  thcrrfore  went  into 
kini;  llie  iiilormalion  of 


of  it ;  that  Captain  Benson  sent  out  no  guard,  nor  appeared 
to  care  any  thing  about  the  business  of  the  night ;  and  the 
time  while  this  exaininant  was  at  the  guard  room  was 
mostly  taken  u|i  by  Caplain  Benson  and  his  Comjian) 
abusing  and  damning /^rtoc  &ori  and  several  other  persons 
for  a  pack  of  scoundrels;  that  this  examinant  left  the  guard 
room  about  two  o'clock,  finding  that  nothing  was  to  be 
done  ;  that  Benson  gave  John  IVarner  and  Janus  Leonard 
leave  to  go  out  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  that  they  re- 
._.  Lewis's  last  night,  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock;  tliat  mained  out  about  two  hours, 
after  they  had  been  at  Leiris's  a  little  while,  he,  this  ex-  John  'iV/y/or,  another  of  Captain  Benson's  Company,  at 
aminant,"  desired  the  said  John  /v't/Ay  and  the  otheis  to  the  guard  room  last  night,  says,  upon  his  exaniination,  ihat 
lake  their  muskets,   (which   they  had   [ilaccd,  when  they     he  heard  John  IVarner,  between  five  and  six  o'clock  in  the 


were  on  guard  last  night;  a 
tain  Benson's  Company  as- 
said  prisoners  olF:  The  C 
the  examination  of  the  mat 
the  follow  ing  |>ersons,  to  wit : 

James  Taylor,  who  declares  that  he  belongs  to  Captain 
Benson's  Company;  that  iMr.  Leonard,  Sergeant  in  said 
Company,  sent  liim,./o/Hi  Kelley,  and  Leonard's  apprentice 
boy,  with  some  others,  to  guard  the  prisoners  at  Mr.  Fos- 
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iiioiniiig,  and  befoie  it  was  known  I  hat  the  prisoners  had  es- 
CiipeiJ,  say,  that  theie  was  a  boat  ready  to  carry  off  the 
prisoners,  and  tliat  he  (ll'anur)  would  assist  in  carryinjr 
them  off;  that  hist  night  he,  as  Sergeant,  wanted  some  of 
the  men  to  turn  out  on  guard,  and  asked  them  ail  round, 
in  the  presence  of  Cajitain  Btnson,  to  go  out,  and  that  they 
respectively  denied,  and  would  not  go,  except  three  men, 
two  ofuiiom  he  left  at  the  guns  as  a  guard. 

After  hearing  the  whole  of  the  above  testimony,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  JMcDoiigall,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  <San(U, 
in  the  words  following,  viz : 

-Mr.  Chairman:  I  move  that  a  Sub-Conniiittee  be  im- 
mediately appointed,  to  take  a  file  of  the  guard  with  them, 
to  seize  and  apprehend  Jo.'m  Kdley,  John  Warner,  and 
liobert  IjeonanCs  apprentice,  who  was  last  night  on  guard  ; 
and  if  the  doors  of  their  residence  be  not  opened  at  the 
request  of  the  Sub-Commitlec,  (hat  the)  be  authorizctl  to 
break  them  open. 

Mr.  iJ/'Mc/icr/ty^'iiicn  moved, seconded  by  Mr.  Dt/i»/;i£f, 
that  the  following  words,  to  wit:  "and  if  the  doors  of  tliu 
residence  be  not  opened  at  tiie  request  of  the  Sub-Cum- 
mitlee,  to  search  llie  houses  for  them,  thai  the  Sidj-Com- 
mittee  be  authorized  to  break  ihem  open,''  be  sliuck  out 
of  Mr.  McDougairs  motion.  And  deb.ite?  arising  upon 
Mr.  Brinckerhoff's  motion,  the  question  being  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  adirniative. 

The  question  then  being  iuitU|ion  Colonel  IMcDoiigairs 
motion  as  amended,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the 
Committee. 

Ordered,  there fure,  TJK.t  Mr.  Denning,  Mr.  Brinckcr- 
hof,  Mr.  Dennis,  Mr.  De  l\yster.  Major  A/jeel,  Captain 
Johnson,  Mr.  Breasted,  and  Mr.  lViekham,he  a  Sub-Com- 
initiee  to  apply  immediately  to  the  officer  on  guard  for  a 
lile  of  Men,  and  repair  with  them  to  the  lodgings  oi  John 
t\'::rncr,  John  Kellcy,  and  liobert  Leonard's  a|)prentice, 
and  them  respectively  apprehend,  and  keep  in  safe  custody 
until  further  orders  from  this  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  Abraham  fV.  Dc  Feyster,  Benjamin 
Kissam,  and  John  Berrian,  be  a  Sub-Comn)ittee  to  diauglit 
and  report,  without  delay,  a  Petition  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, praying  them  to  take  into  their  serious  consideration 
some  expedient  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  the 
neighbouring  Colonies  coming  into  this,  to  diiect  the  pub- 
lick  affairs  of  it,  or  to  destroy  the  ])ropeity  or  invade  the 
liberty  of  its  inhabitants,  without  the  direction  of  the  Con- 
tinental or  Provincial  Congresses,  or  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  or  the  Committee  ol'  the  Coimty  into  which  such 
inhabitants  may  come,  or  of  the  Continental  Generals, 
unless  there  should  be  an  invasion  made  into  this  Co- 
lony.   

Wednesday,  November  29,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  City  and 
County  of  New-  York.   Present :  John  Broome,  Chairman. 

iMijor  Al).-.-I,  Mr.  Norwood,  Mr.  McDoug;.!!, 

Mr.  Biss.tt,  C:iptain  Jo)inson,  Mr.  .1.  Moorf, 

Mr.  Br^^astiM,  Ca|.t,,in  li.uriaii,  Mr.  V,in  Zindt, 

Mr.  John  Kiy.  .Jr.,       Mr.  Brower,  Mr.  ToIImi, 

Mr.  Alir.ilianis,  M  jor  Blrockcr,  Mr.  Do  Peyster, 

Hjjor  Sloutciihpriili,  Mr.  Tinipl  ton,  Mr.  Hyir, 

.Mr.  (.-.Low,  Mr.  Itiiiisry.  Mr.  Ki-ttlctas, 

Mr.  Rooiiie,  Coloii.d  Lishrr,  Mr.  Anthony, 

Mr.  S:inds,  John  Anthony,  Mr.  Dunsfoiiib, 

Mr.  ^tnlliff.vn,  C'aptiiu  Janeway,  .Mr.  Pintard, 

Cipliin  IMinis,  Mr.  DiiynkincU,  Mr.  Van  Voorhios, 

.Mr.  IJin-iin-,  Mr.  R.y,  Captain  IVIl, 

C.lunrl  I.mU,  Mr.  D.nnis,  Mr.  IJ,„,ck/rhotV, 

.\li.  lioosiv.lt,  Mr.  Cnrtcnins,  Kyia  t  liant-k.T. 

.Mr.  Byyaick. 

An  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  reciting  a  Resolve 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  that  all  damages  sustained  by 
this  City  and  County,  l)y  the  depredations  of  the  Ministe- 
rial Troops  and  Navy,  be  ascertained,  with  proper  proofs, 
being  read  : 

Ordered,  That  Daniel  Phenir,  Oliver  Templeton,  and 
Cornelius  F.Loir,  be  a  Sub-Committee  for  said  purpose. 

On  examination  of  the  evidences  on  the  case  of  the 
Sentinels  suffeiing  the  Prisoners  to  escape: 

Resolved,  That  a  pro[)er  state  of  the  same  be  made  out, 
and  banded  to  the  Congress  immediately. 

Watertown,  November  91,  1775. 

In  compliance  with  an  order  of  the  honourable  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  Colony  of  3Iassachusctts  Buy, 


passed  the  Gtb  of  November  instant,  the  freeholders  and 
others  who  were  inhabitants,  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  and 
were  qualified  according  to  law  to  vote  for  Representatives 
in  May,  1771,  and  are  now  disperseil,  are  hereby  notified 
and  warned  to  assemble  and  meet  at  the  Meeting-House  in 
IVatertown,  on  Tuesday,  the  28th  of  said  November,  three 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  then  and  there  to  elect  and  depute  one 
|)erson,  being  a  freeholder,  (if  they  .'^ee  cause,)  in  the  room 
of  Dr.  Benjamin  Church,  Jun.,  lately  expelled  said  House 
for  endeavouring  to  carry  on  a  secret  and  ciimi+ial  corres- 
pondence with  the  enemy,  to  serve  for  and  represent  the 
said  Town  of  Boston  in  the  Great  and  General  Court  or 
Assembly  of  this  Colony  for  the  remaining  part  of  this  year, 
at  their  session  or  sessions  to  be  held  from  time  to  time, 
imtil  the  dissolution  thereof. 

William  Cooprk,  Town  Clerk  of  Boston. 


NUW-llAMI'SHIHE   COMMITTEi;   OF    SAFLTY    TO    TllKIU   DELE- 
GATES  IN   CONOllESS. 
In  Committee  of  Safety  at  Portsmouth,  November  2\,  1775. 

Gentle.men:  The  Committee  of  Supplies,  and  others 
concerned  in  supplying  and  paying  our  Troops,  have  not 
as  yet  been  able  to  close  their  accounts  in  such  a  manner 
as  that  we  could  make  out  the  Colony  account  against  the 
Continent.  We  have  proceeded  so  far  as  to  be  sure  that 
supplying  and  paying  our  Troops  in  the  Continental  Army 
under  General  ll'ashington,  to  the  4th  of  August,  whh 
what  we  advanced  to  lliose  gone  in  Colonel  Arnold's  de- 
tachment, and  those  now  in  Canada,  under  the  command 
of  General  Schuyler,  will  amotmt  to  u[)wai-ds  of  twenty 
thousand  Pounds,  lawfid  money. 

To  avoid  the  necessity  of  emitting  more  paper  monev 
for  our  own  interna!  charges,  we  desire  you  would  request 
the  honourable  Congress  to  make  us  a  tyrant  of  such  a  part 
of  the  aforesaid  sum  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  our  accounts 
shall  be  transmitted,  as  soon  as  a  settlement  can  be  made 
with  the  persons  who  have  ti-ansacted  the  business. 

The  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  in  tiie  several  Towns  in 
this  Colony,  directed  by  our  Congress  to  be  taken  by  the 
several  and  respective  Selectmen,  and  returned  under  oath, 
has  chiefiy  been  complied  with.  We  send  you  enclosed 
the  list  as  rettu'ned,  except  those  where  only  the  column 
for  the  sum  total  are  filled  up,  wh!ch  not  being  returned, 
we  have  set  down  by  the  best  information  we  could  obtain, 
and  are  confident  we  have  done  it  very  near  the  true  num- 
ber. However,  shall  forward  those  wanting  when  they 
come  to  hand,  (which  we  daily  expect,)  that  the  whole 
may  be  completed  by  the  Selectmen's  returns. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

William  Whipple,  Chairman. 
To  Jo'iiah  Bartlett  and  John  Linigdon,  EsijS. 


ORDER   I.\   COUNCIL. 

St.  Jam.-s's,  November  25,  1775. 

At  the  Court  at  .SV.  James's,  the  2'2d  day  of  November. 
1775.  Present:  The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in 
Council. 

Whereas  the  time  limited  by  His  Majesty's  Orders  in 
Council,  of  the  2;3d  of  August  and  27th  of  September 
last,  for  prohibiting  the  exporting  out  of  this  Kingdom,  or 
carrying  coastwise.  Gunpowder,  Saltpetre,  or  any  sort  of 
Arms  or  Ammunition,  will  expire  on  the  23d  of  this  instant, 
November ;  and  whereas  it  is  judged  expedient  that  the 
said  prohiljition  should  be  continued  for  some  time  lonoer, 
except  in  those  cases  where,  for  the  benefit  and  advantage 
of  trade,  and  for  the  use  and  defence  of  ships  trading  to 
foreign  parts.  His  Majesty,  by  bis  several  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil of  the  i:jth  and  27th  of  October  last,  and  of  the  6th  of 
this  instant,  has  thought  proper  to  permit  and  allow  the 
exportation  of,  and  carrying  coastwise,  Gunpowder,  Saltpe- 
tre, Arms,  and  Ammunition,  under  certain  conditions  and 
restrictions  meniioned  in  the  said  onlers :  His  Majesty  doth 
therefore,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council, 
hereby  order,  requiie,  prohibit,  and  command,  that  no  per- 
son or  persons  whatsoever  (excejit  the  Master-Genera], 
Lieutenant-Genoral,  or  principal  oflicers  of  the  Ordnance, 
for  His  Majesty's  service)  do  at  any  time,  during  the  space 
of  three  months,  to  commence  from  the  said  2;3d  of  this 
instant,  November,  ])resun)e  to  transport  into  any  jiarts  out 
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of  this  Kingdom,  or  carry  coastwise,  any  Gunpowder,  Salt- 
petre, or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammunition,  on  board  any 
ship  or  vessel,  in  order  to  transporting  the  same  into  any 
parts  beyond  the  seas,  or  carrying  the  same  coastwi'^e,  ex- 
cept in  the  cases  comprised  within  the  aforemeniioned 
Orders  in  Council  of  the  Kith  and  27lh  of  October  last, 
and  6th  of  this  instant,  Novembir,  without  leave  or  permis- 
sion in  that  behalf  first  obtained  from  His  Majesty,  or  his 
Privy  Council,  upon  pain  of  incurring  and  suffering  the  re- 
spective forfeitures  and  penalties  inflicted  by  an  act  passed 
in  the  29th  year  of  his  lale  Majesty's  reign,  intituled,  "  An 
Act  to  empower  His  Majesty  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
Saltpetre,  and  to  enforce  the  law  for  empowering  His  Ma- 
jesty to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort 
of  Arms  and  Ammunition  ;  and  also  to  empower  His  Ma- 
jesty to  restrain  the  carrying  coastwise  of  Saltpetre,  Gun- 
powder, or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammunition."  And^  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  the  Com- 
missioners for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral 
of  Great  Britain,  the  Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
the  Master-General  of  the  Ordnance,  and  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  at  War,  are  to  give  the  necessary  directions  herein 
as  to  them  may  respectively  appertain.  y^    Blaih. 


of  the  Borough  of  Huntingdon,  beg  leave  most  humbly  to 
approach  your  royal  person,  to  offer  to  your  Majesty  our 
most  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  wise  measures  you 
have  taken  to  enforce  the  legislative  authority  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Cireat  Britain  over  all  your  extensive  Domin- 
ions. To  beseech  your  Majesty  to  use  every  constitutional 
effort  to  bring  your  rebellious  subjects  in  America  to  ac- 
knowledge their  past  errors,  and  to  submit  to  that  legal 
authority  which  they  have  dared  to  resist,  with  the  most 
unprovoked  and  violent  outrages. 

Our  offer  of  contributing  aid  towards  reducing  the  Co- 
lonies to  obedience,  by  desiring  your  Majesty  to  dispose  of 
our  lives  and  fortunes,  is,  we  are  sensible,  but  of  very  lit- 
tle importance  to  the  completion  of  so  great  a  work;  but 
we  can  only  offer  our  all ;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  we 
may  say  with  truth,  that  none  of  your  Majesty's  subjects 
exceed  us  in  loyalty  to  your  sacred  person,  or  in  abhor- 
rence of  the  vile  machinations  of  those  disturbers  of  the 
publick  tranquillity,  who,  by  various  means,  have  given  en- 
couragement to  the  deluded  Colonists  to  hope  for  success 
in  wliat  we  are  convinced  is  their  principal  object,  the  es- 
tablishing themselves  in  an  independency  of  the  Mother 
Country. 


ADDRESS   OF  THE    UNIVEltSITY   OF   CAMBUIDCE. 

Address  of  the  Chancellor,  Masters,  and  Scholars  of 
the  University  of  Cambridge,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by 
the  Rev.  Richard  Farmer,  D.  D.,  the  Vice  Chancellor. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  ]Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Chancellor,  Masters,  and  Scho- 
lars of  the  ijniversitij  of  Cambridge. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  faithful  subjects,  the 
Chancellor,  Masters,  and  Scholars  of  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  in  full  Senate  assembled,  think  it  our  duty,  at 
this  alarming  crisis,  to  approach  your  throne  with  the  deep- 
est and  most  grateful  sense  of  the  many  blessings  which, 
through  the  dispensation  of  the  Divine  Providence,  we 
have  participated  with  our  fellow-subjects,  under  your  Ma- 
jesty's auspicious  reign. 

Anxious  for  tiie  continuance  of  those  blessings  in  every 
part  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions,  and  animated  with  the 
warmest  loyalty  and  affection  for  your  royal  person  and 
Government,  we  cannot  remain  silent  spectators  of  the  un- 
natural rebellion  into  which  many  of  our  brethren  in  your 
Majesty's^menVr(«  Colonies  have  been  unhappily  seduced. 
We  see  their  delusion  wit!)  equal  indiL'iiation  and  concern  ; 
we  disclaim  the  opinions  on  which  they  proceed,  as  de- 
structive of  the  hajipiest  Constitution  that  hath  ever  exist- 
ed in  the  history  of  mankind,  and  subversive  of  all  order 
and  good  Government  ;  yet  we  ))ity  their  infatuation,  and 
lament  the  miseries  which  it  is  necessarily  bringing  upon 
them. 

Relying  with  full  confidence  on  )our  Majesty's  wisdom 
and  paternal  tenderness,  and  convinced  that  you  will  pur- 
sue every  method,  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  Govern- 
ment and  the  preservation  of  the  Constitution,  to  prevent, 
as  much  as  possible,  the  effusion  of  blood,  and  to  restore 
due  obedience  and  peace,  we  fervently  implore  Heaven 
to  bless  your  Majesty's  Councils  with  success  ;  so  that  the 
crown  and  dominions  of  this  realm  may  be  transmitted 
with  undiminished  lustre  to  your  Majesty's  remotest  pos- 
terity. 

ADDRESS   or  THE   KOROlfiH    OF    H INTI  NfiDON. 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  Burgesses, 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  ol'  Hunt itigdon,  presented 
to  His  Majesty  by  George  Hombwell,  Esq.,  one  of  their 
Representatives  in  Parliament,  accompanied  by  the  Earl 
o{  Sandwich,  Recorder  of  the  said  Borough,  antl  Lord 
Viscount  llinchingbrook,  one  of  the  Aldermen. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen, 
Burgesses,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Hun- 
tingdon. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  Buigesses,  and    Inhabitants 


A1>DRESS   OF   THE    FREEHOLDERS,   ETC.,   OF   THECOINTYOF 
SUTHERLAND. 

Address  of  the  Freeholders,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and 
Commissioners  of  Supply  of  the  County  of  Sutherland, 
transmitted  to  the  Earl  o(  Suffolk,  one  of  His  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  presented  to  His  .Ma- 
jesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Freeholders,  Justices  of  the 

Peace,  and  Com/nissioneis  of  Supply  of  the  County  of 

Sutherland. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Freeholders,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  Commissioners  ol 
Sup|)ly  of  the  Coiuity  of  Sutherland,  sensible  that  undei 
your  mild  and  equitable  Administration  we,  ainong  other 
blessings,  enjoy  every  species  of  liberty  conqiatible  with 
the  existence  of  society,  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty, 
that  none  can  hold  in  greater  detestation  and  abhorrence 
than  we  do,  the  unnatural  behaviour  of  your  subjects  in 
America,  who  have  raised  the  unprovoked  standard  of  re- 
bellion against  your  gracious  Government  and  the  legal 
authority  of  Parliament.  With  the  deepest  concern  we 
see,  that  their  obstinacy  and  contempt  of  the  lenity  exer- 
cised towards  them  by  your  Majesty's  humanity  and  avei- 
sion  to  bloodshed,  render  the  most  vigorous  measures  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  reducing  their  rebellious  spirit ;  and  we 
assure  your  ^Iajesty  that  we,  and  the  other  inhabitants  of 
this  most  loyal  County,  are  all  ready,  with  our  lives  and 
f(jrtunes,  to  support  your  Majesty  in  all  such  measures  as 
the  wisdom  of  your  Parliament  may  find  necessary  for 
quelling  this  rebellion,  and  for  securing  and  preserving  the 
just  and  constitutional  rights  of  Great  Britain  over  all  her 
Colonies. 

By  order  and  in  presence  of  the  meeting: 

James  Slthekland,  Prases. 


NANSEMOND    COl  NTY    (vIRGISIa)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  held  for  Art/istwiO/irf  County ,  at  the 
house  of  .hhn  Aspray,  in  Suffolk  Town,  on  Wednesday, 
the  22(1  of  I^ovember,  1775,  present  :  ll'illis  Riddick, 
Chairman,  and  eleven  Members. 

Betsy  Hunter  being  summoned  to  appear  before  thir. 
Committee,  tiir  writing  certain  Letters  to  her  mother  ami 
brother,  {.lohn  Hunter,  of  Norfolk,)  informing  them  of  the 
situation  of  our  guards  in  this  County,  that  the  |)eople  were 
in  arms  at  Suffolk  and  Smilhfield,  and  that  our  Troops 
were  crossing  the  river  on  their  march  down  here,  and 
many  other  matters  of  inqiortance,  the  said  Betsy  Hunter 
appeared,  and  said,  that  site  did  not  intend  them  as  letter^ 
of  intelligence,  but  wrote  them  for  her  amusement.  Tin' 
Ciinimittee  having  heard  the  Letters  read,  are  of  opinion, 
that  they  w^ere  intended  as  letters  of  intelligence,  and  inimi- 
cal to  the  American  cause. 
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Ordered,  iherefure,  That  the  said  Betsy  Hunter,  with  informed  (here  are  two  frigates  lying  before  (^ucbeck.  We 
][lary  and  Martha  IVilkinson,  (who  were  privy  to  and  have  been  very  kindly  received  by  llie  inhabitants,  who 
assisting  in  the  said  Letters,  and  were  also  summoned  to     appear  very  friendly,  and  willing  to  supply  us  with  provi- 

'      '^ '        sions.     I  intend  crossing  the  St.  Lawrence,  if  possible,  in 

two  or  three  days,  and,  if  practicable,  to  attack  the  City; 
though  I  am  fearful  of  their  being  re-enforced  from  Mon- 
treal, which  may  possibly  put  it  out  of  my  power;  in  which 
case  I  intend  to  march  for  Montreal,  where  I  hope,  if  you 
have  not  already  taken  possession,  I  shall  have  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  you.  1  make  no  doubt  of  every  advice  and 
assistance  in  your  power. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  very   respectfully,  your  most   humble 
servant,  „    , 

Jj.  Arnold. 
To  Genci-al  Schuyler. 

COLONEL   ARNOLD  TO   GENERAL   MONTGOMERV. 

St.  Maiie,  t«o-ana-::-liair  leagues  from  Point  L.:vi,  ] 
November  8,  1775.  (, 
Df.ar  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  29th  ult.  I  received  at 
ten  o'clock  this  mo:  ning,  which  gave  me  much  pleasure. 
1  heartily  congratulate  you  on  your  success  thus  far.  I 
think  you  have  great  reason  to  be  apprehensive  for  me,  the 
time   1   mentioned  to  General  Wushinston  bein<f  so  lonsf 


appear  before  this  Committee,)   be  advertised  in  the  pub- 
lick  papers,  and  looked  on  as  enemies  to  America. 

Lemuel  Godwin,  Cleric. 

GENERAL    SCHLYLER  TO   THE    PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

[Read  December  7,  1775.] 
Ticoiuleroga,  November  23,  1775,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Sir:  I  sent  off  the  express  about  noon  to-day,  who 
brought  nic  your  favour  of  the  9th.  Since  bis  departure, 
1  received  a  letter  from  General  Montgomery,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  one  from  Colonel  Arnold.  Copies  of  both  I  do 
myself  the  honour  to  transmit  you. 

If  General  Carlcton  had  reached  Qucheck  before  Colonel 
Arnold,  it  is  probable  the  latter  might  have  met  with  more 
difficulties  than  he  expected,  from  the  re-enforcement  the 
former  carried  with  him  ;  but  I  hope,  by  this  time,  that 
our  troops  are  in  barracks  at  (^uebeck. 

Colonel  Arnold's  march  does  him  great  honour.  Some 
future  historian  will  make  it  the  subject  of  admiration  to 
his  readers. 

1  wish  I  could  return  boats,  agreeable  to  General  Mont- 
gomery's  request ;   but  I  am  almost  left  alone 


since  elapsed.     I  was  not  then  apprized,  or,  indeed,  appre- 
hensive of  one   half  the  difficulties  we  had  to  encounter, 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant,     of  which  I  cannot,  at  present,  give  you  a  particular  detail. 
Philip  Schuyler.         ^^"  °"'y  ^^y  ^^^  have  hauled  our  batteaus  up  over  falls,  up 
rapid  streams,  over  carrying  places,  and  marched  through 


To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  &ic. 

jSovember  '■2'S.  The  frost  has  been  so  severe  last  night, 
that  the  lake,  as  f;ir  down  towards  Crown  Point  as  we  can 
see,  which  is  about  three  miles,  is  entirely  closed. 

GENERAL  MONTGOMERY  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Montreal,  November  17,  1775. 

My   Dear  General:    With  great   pleasure   I  transmit 


morasses,  thick  woods,  and  over  mountains,  about  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles,  many  of  which  we  had  to  pass  several 
times  to  bring  over  our  baggage.  These  difficulties  the  sol- 
diers have,  with  the  greatest  fortitude,  surmounted  ;  and 
about  two-thirds  of  the  detachment  are  happily  arrived  here, 
and  within  two  days'  march,  most  of  them  in  good  health 
and  high  spirits.  The  other  part,  with  Col.  Enos,  retm'ned 
from  Dead  Rioer,  contrary  to  my  expectation,  he  having 
you  a  letter  from  Colonel  Arnold,  for  General  fVashingtoii,  orders  to  send  back  only  the  sick,  and  those  that  could  not 
together  with  the  copy  of  his  letter  to  me.  be  furnished  with   provisions.      I  wrote  General  &7iH(//e/- 

Colonel  Easton  has  six  guns  mounted  on  shore — three  the  13th  of  October,  (by  an  Indian  I  thought  trusty,)  en- 
tvvelve-pounders,  one  nine-pounder,  and  two  sixes — at  the  closed  to  my  friend  in  (^uebeck ;  and  as  1  have  had  no 
Sorel,  and  the  two  row-galleys.  Mr.  Carleton,  with  his  answer  from  eitlier,  and  he  pretends  to  have  been  taken 
eleven  sail,  has  not  yet  been  able  to  pass  him  by.  Indeed,  sick  at  Qucbcck,  I  make  no  doubt  he  has  betrayed  bis  trust, 
EaJon  has  obliged  him  twice  to  weigh  anchor  and  remove  which  I  am  confirmed  in,  as  I  find  they  have  been  some 
higher  up  the  river.  I  am  making  all  despatch  to  attack  time  aiqirized  of  our  coming  in  C^ucbeck,  and  have  destroyed 
him  on  my  side,  with  field  artillery,  mounted  in  batteaus.  all  the  canoes  at  Point  Levi,  to  prevent  our  passing.  This 
I  have  bad  great  difficulty  about  the  troops.  I  am  afiaid  difficulty  will  be  obviated  by  birch  canoes,  as  we  have 
many  of  them  will  go  home.  However,  depending  on  my  about  twenty  of  them,  with  forty  savages,  who  have  joined 
good  fortune,  I  hope  to  keep  enough  to  give  the  final  blow  us,  and  |)rofess  great  friendship,  as  well  as  the  Canadians, 
to  Ministerial  politicks  in  this  Province,  as  1  hope  eU'ectual  by  whom  we  have  been  very  friendly  received,  and  who 
measures  will  be  taken  to  prevent  their  laying  hold  of  it  will  be  able  to  furnish  us  with  a  number  of  canoes.  I  am 
again.  informed,  by  the  French,  there  are  two  frigates  and  several 

I  must  bog  the  boats  may  be  sent  back,  if  possible,  which  small  armed  vessels  lying  before  (^uebeck,  and  a  large  ship 
take  up  the  discharged  men.  Some  of  them  might  be  left  or  two  lately  arrived  from  Boston.  However,  I  propose 
at  Point-au-Fcr.  1  am  exceedingly  hurried,  and  have  not  crossing  the  St.  Lnivrcnce  as  soon  as  possible;  and  if  any 
done  half  my  business  with  you.  I  shall  establish  a  post,  opportunity  offers,  of  attacking  (^»e6ffA:  with  success,  I  shall 
which  will  set  out  next  Monday  for  Ticoiuleroga.  Will  embrace  it ;  otherwise,  shall  endeavour  to  join  your  Army 
you  ap[)oiiit  a  postmaster  there  ?  at  Montreal.     I  shall,  as  often  as  in  my  power,  advise  you 

ftlay  you  enjoy  better  health.      1  am,  ike,  of  my  proceedings,  and  beg  the  favour  of  hearing  from  you 

Rrhaud  Montgomery. 


To  General  Schuyler 


ro   general   SCHUYLER. 

,''s,  four  leagues  fiom  Point  I^e 


IRNOLD 

November  7, 

Dear  Sir:   I  wrote  you  the  13th  of  October,  from  the     To  General  Monigouiery 


by  every  opportunity. 

The  enclosed  letter  to  his  Excellency  General  Washing- 
ton, beg  the  favour  of  your  forwarding  by  express. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
bumble  servant. 


Bk 


:dict  Aknoi 


Dead  Biver,  advising  you  of  my  being  there  with 
detachment  of  the  American  Army,  and  that  I  expected 
to  reach  (^uebcck  m  about  a  fortnight.  The  badness  of  the 
roads  and  weather  prevented  making  the  despatch  I  ex- 
pected, and  I  am  but  just  arrived  here.  Near  one-third  of 
the  detachment  returned   from  the  Dead  Biver  shoit  of 


P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  seen  a  friend  from 
(^ueheck,  who  informs  me  a  frigate  of  twenty-six  guns,  and 
two  transports,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  recruits,  arrived 
from  St..fohn's,  JS'eu-foundland,  \asl  Sunday  ;  which,  with 
the  inhabitants  who  have  been  compelled  to  take  up  arms, 
amount  to  about  three  hundred  men;  that  ihe  French  and 


provisions;   the   remainder  are  here,  or  within  two  days'  i-J/in-Z/s/i  inhabitants,  in  general,  are  on  our  side,  and  that  the 

march,  and  in  good  spirits.      My  letter  of  the  13th  I  sent  City  is  short  of  provisions.      I  shall  endeavour  to  cut  ofi' 

by  an  Indian,  who  I  believe  has  betrayed  me,  and  given  it  tlieir  couniiunication  with  the  country,  and  make  no  doubt, 

up  to  some  of  the  King's  officers,  as  1  (ind  they  have  been  if  no  more  recruits  arrive,  to  bring  them  to  terms  soon,  or 

some  time  apprized  of  our  coming,  and  prepared  to  receive  at  least  keep  them  in  close  quarters  until  your  arrival  here, 

us,  and  I  have  received  no  answer.     The  canoes  belonging  which   I   await  with   impatience;  but  if  S'<.  Jo/ut's  should 

to  the  i^/'c/(fA  people  on  this  side  the  river  are  all  taken  not  have  surrendered,  and  you  can   possibly  spare  a  Regi- 

away  or  destroyed,  to  prevent  our  passing.     This  incon-  ment  this  way,  I  think  the  City  must,  of  course,  fall   into 

veniencc  is  obviated,  as  we  have  those  of  our  own.      I  am  our  hands.                                                                      13.  A. 
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Point  Levi,  November  13,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  Tlie  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  my  last,  by  the 
two  Indians  you  sent  by  express  the  29th  ult.,  who,  1  hear 
this  moment,  are  taken  five  leagues  above  this  ;  since  which, 
1  iiave  waited  two  or  three  days  for  the  rear  to  come  up, 
and  in  preparing  ladders,  k.c.  The  winds  have  been  so 
high  these  three  nights,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  cross 
the  river.  1  have  near  forty  canoes  ready;  and,  as  the  wind 
has  moderated,  I  design  crossing  this  evening.  The  Hunter, 
sloop,  and  Lizard,  frigate,  lie  opposite,  to  prevent  us,  but 
make  no  doubt  1  shall  be  able  to  avoid  them.  I  this  mo- 
ment received  the  agreeable  intelligence  {ria  Sorcl)  that 
vou  are  iti  possession  of  ^V.  John's,  and  have  invested  j\lon- 
trcal.  1  can  give  no  intelligence,  save  that  the  merchant 
ships  are  busy,  day  and  night,  in  loading,  and  four  have 
already  sailed.      I  am  yours,  S.:c., 

BkNTDICT  AllNOLl). 

To  General  yionts:omt:rij. 


fa:NEUAL   SCULYI.KR  TO  (.KNKUAl,    WASHINGTON. 

Ticoiulcroga,  Xuvember  22,  1775. 

1  liave  tlie  happniess,  my  dear  General,  to  enclose  you 
a  letier  from  Colonel  Arnold,  and  a  copy  of  one  of  his  to 
General  Montgomery,  with  a  copy  of  that  gentleman's  to 
me.  Whatever  may  be  Colonel  Arnold's  fate  at  (-Iticbixk, 
his  merit  is  very  great,  in  marching  such  a  body  of  troops 
through  a  country  scarcely  trodden  by  human  foot.  May 
Heaven  still  continue  to  smile  on  our  arms,  until  we  have 
ubtained  that  justice  which  is  so  justly  our  due. 

I  momently  expect  a  Committee  of  Congress.  The  gen- 
tlemen left  Fhiladclpliia  on  the  lllh  instant. 

1  lament  that  I  cannot  return  any  boats  to  St.  John's,  as 
1  am  left  almost  alone  here.  Nothing  can  surpass  the  im- 
patience of  the  troops,  from  the  Xew-England  Colonies,  to 
get  to  their  firesides.  Near  three  hundred  of  them  arrived 
a  few  days  ago,  unable  to  do  any  duty.  But  as  soon  as  1 
administered  that  grand  s|iecifick,  a  discharge,  they  instant- 
ly acquired  health,  and,  rather  than  be  detained  a  few  days 
to  cross  Lake  George,  they  undertook  a  march  from  here 
of  two  hundred  miles  with  the  greatest  alacrity. 

Otir  Army  requires  to  be  put  on  quite  a  diti'erent  footing. 
Gentlemen  in  command  find  it  very  disagreeable  to  coax, 
to  wheedle,  and  even  to  lie,  to  carry  on  the  service.  Habi- 
tuated to  order,  I  cannot  without  the  most  extteme  pain 
see  that  disregard  of  discipline,  confusion,  and  inattention, 
which  reigns  so  general  in  this  quarter,  and  am  therefore 
determined  to  retire.  Of  this  resolution  1  have  advised 
Congress. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with   the  most  unfeigned  sentiments  of 

teem  and  respect,  your  Excellcnc)  "s  most  obedient  and 


most  humble  servant, 
(ieneral  Ifashington. 


I'llILll'  SCHLVLEK. 


LOLllNEL    AUNOI.I)  TO   GKNKRAI.   WASHINOTON. 

l',.int  I,.-v.,  Xovenilicr  H,  1775. 

May  it  please  volii  Exckli.km  v  :  My  last  letter  was 
of  ihe  27th  ultimo,  from  Chaudicrc  I'ond,  advising  your 
Excellency  that  as  the  detachment  were  short  of  provisions, 
by  reason  of  losing  many  of  otn-  batteaus,  I  had  ordered 
Colonel  Enos  to  send  back  the  sick  and  feeble,  and  those 
of  his  division  who  could  not  be  supplied  with  fifteen  days' 
]irovisions,  and  that  1  intended  proceeding  the  next  day, 
with  fifteen  men,  to  Sariigan,  to  send  back  jirovisions  to 
the  detachment.  1  accordingly  set  out  the  2ciih,  early  in 
liic  morninii,  and  descended  the  river,  amazingly  rapid  and 
locky  for  about  twenty  miles,  where  we  had  the  misfortune 
to  stave  three  of  our  batteaus  and  lose  their  provisions,  ice, 
hut  happilv  no  lives.  1  then  divided  the  little  ]irovisions 
Ijt't,  and  proceeded  on  with  the  two  remaining  batteaus  and 
six  men,  and  very  fortunately  reached  the  French  inhabi- 
tants the  30th,  at  night,  who  received  us  in  the  most  hos- 
pitable manner,  and  sent  oft' early  the  next  morning  a  sup- 
ply of  fresh  provisions,  flour,  ice,  to  the  detachment,  who 
are  all  happily  arrived  (except  one  man  drowned,  one  or 
two  sick,  and  Colonel  Enos's  division,  who,  I  am  surprised 
to  hear,  are  all  gone  back,)  and  are  here  and  within  two  or 
t'lree  days'  march.  I  have  this  minulc  received  a  letter 
from  Brigadier-General  Montgoinenj,  advising  of  the  rviluc- 
tion  of  VhnmUij,  i.c. 


1  have  had  about  forty  savages  joined  me,  and  intend,  as 
soon  as  possible,  crossini;  the  St.  Eaurencc.  1  am  just  in- 
formed, by  a  friend  from  (^uebeck,  that  a  fiigate  of  twenty-six 
guns,  and  two  transports  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  recruits, 
arrived  there  last  Sunday,  which,  with  another  small  higate, 
and  four  or  five  small  armed  vessels  up  the  river,  is  all  the 
force  they  have,  except  the  inhabitants,  very  few  of  whom 
have  taken  up  arms,  and  those  by  compulsion,  who  duclare 
(except  a  few  English)  that  they  will  lay  them  down  when- 
ever attacked.  The  Town  is  very  short  of  provisions,  but 
well  fortified.  1  shall  endeavour  to  cut  off  their  communi- 
cation with  the  country,  and  which  1  hope  to  be  able  to 
efl'ect,  and  bring  them  to  terms,  or  at  least  keep  them  in 
close  (juarters  until  the  arrival  of  General  Montgomery, 
which  I  wait  with  impatience.  1  hojie  at  any  rate  to  be 
able  to  effect  a  junction  with  him  at  Montnal. 

1  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's  most 


obedient  humble 


Benedict  Aunoi.i). 


His  Excellency  Gencial  JVashlngton. 

I'oint  Levi,  November  13,  1775. 

May  it  please  yoik  Excellency:  The  foregoing  is  a 
copy  of  my  last  of  the  8ih  instant,  by  an  express  sent  me 
by  General  Montgomery,  who,  I  am  this  moment  informed, 
was  taken  fil'teen  leagues  above  this,  on  his  return.  I  have 
waited  three  days  for  the  rear  to  come  u|),  and  in  prejiar- 
ing  scaling  ladders,  8cc. 

The  wind  has  been  so  high  these  three  nights  that  1 
have  not  been  able  to  cross  the  river,  but  is  now  modeia- 
ted,  and  intend  crossing  this  evening,  with  about  forty 
canoes  ;  to  prevent  whicli,  the  Hunter,  sloop,  and  Lizard, 
frigate,  lie  opposite  ;  however,  expect  to  be  able  to  evade 
them.  1  have  received  the  agreeable  intelligence  that  St. 
John's  is  in  our  hands,  and  Montreal  invested.  The  mer- 
chant ships  in  the  harbour  (about  fifteen)  are  loading  day 
and  night,  and  four  already  sailed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 


Benedu 

His  Excellency  General  Jl'ashington. 


Ar> 


CONNEtTlCLT  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY'. 

Wechiesday,  November  22,  1775. 

.\t  a  meetini;  of  the  Govcrnour  and  Council  of  Safety, 
at  Lebanon,  present  : 

His  Honour  the  Govcrnour,  Jahez  Huntington,  JVilUam 
fVillianu,  Salhaniel  Hales,  Jedcdiah  Eldcrkin,  Joshua 
fVcst,  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esquires. 

His  Honour  laid  before  us  many  Letters  and  .\n5wers 
from  the  Congress,  General  Jl'ashinglon,  General  Schuy- 
ler, ice. 

Dr.  Church  having  arrived  in  this  Town  yesterday,  sent 
by  General  IVashinirlon,  under  guard  of  Captain  Putnam, 
a  Serjeant,  and  seven  men,  pursuant  to  a  Resolve  of  the 
General  Congress  of  the  following  tenor,  (enclosed  by  said 
General,)  viz  : 

"rhiluiel|ibia,  Noveiiil>er  G,  177.'.. 

"Resolved,  That  Dr.  Church  be  closely  confined  in  some 
secure  Jail  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  without  the  use 
of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  that  no  person  be  allowed  to 
converse  with  him,  except  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of 
a  Magistrate  of  the  Town,  or  the  Sheriff  of  the  County 
where  he  shall  be  confined,  and  in  the  English  language, 
until  further  orders  from  this  or  a  future  Congress. 

•'  13y  order  of  Congress  : 

John  Hancock,  President. 
"  .Vttcst:  Charles  T)io>ist)N,  Secretary." 

And  underwritten : 

"Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  above  resolve,  1  now 
transmit  to  your  care  Dr.  Church,  under  the  guard  of  Cap- 
tain Israel  Putnam,  a  Sergeant,  and  seven  men.  You  will 
please  to  comply  in  eveiy  |Kiiticular  with  the  above  Reso- 
lution of  Congress. 

"  1  am,  with  great  res])ect,  Sir,  your  most  humble  and 
obedient  servant,  ,,  ^^^^^^^  Washington."' 

The  fore:;oing  being  laid  before  this  Board,  for  advice, 
ice,  on  consideration, 

I'oted  and  Resolctd,  That  said  Dr.  Church  be  commit- 
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ted  to  and  confined,  and  kept  in  the  same  manner  as  or- 
dered by  said  Congress,  in  the  Jail  in  yonvich,  in  tiie 
Coiuity  of  New-London,  until  fuiilier  orders  from  said 
Congress  and  this  Roaril.  (And  order  is  given  accord- 
ingly.) 

On  motion  and  request  by  Letters  from  tbe  Committee 
of  Nctv-liaveii  and  ^orwcilk,  and  consideration  of  their 
circumstances,  &:c.. 

Voted,  That  six  iiundred  weight  of  Powder  be  sent  to 
yctc-Haven,  to  the  caie  of  Colonel  Jonal/ian  Filch,  &,€., 
and  that  he  send  two  hundred  weight  of  it  to  the  said  men 
and  Committee  of  Inspection  at  Ao;-wo//i-,  to  be  considered 
as  Colony  stock,  and  subject  to  the  orders  of  this  Board  ; 
and  that  the  said  Powder  be  taken  from  Saybrook,  where 
it  IS  lodged  for  the  use  of  the  Brig  Minerva. 

On  motion  and  request  from  the  Town  o{  2\ew-Ilaven, 
&i.c.,  on  consi(ieration, 

T'oted  and  Resolved,  That  the  men  or  Companies  raised 
for  the  protection  or  defence  of  said  Xeii-Iluven,  and  also 
those  so  raised  for  the  defence  o{  New-London,  Stoning- 
ton,  and  Lijmc,  whose  term  would  expire  on  the  1st  of 
December  next,  be  continued  to  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  or  until  further  orders  from  this  Board. 

The  Congress  oi  New-York  being  moved  and  directed 
by  the  General  Congress  to  provide  and  establish  proper 
and  expeditious  ways  of  conveying  intelligence  in  case  of 
any  alarm,  or  invasion,  k.c.,  by  Beacons,  or  Posts,  Sec ;  and 
they  moving  us  to  come  into  similar  methods  with  them,  he, 

Voted,  That  His  Honour  tlie  Governour  be  desired  to 
write  to  and  employ  sundry  proper  persons  in  the  western 
Towns  of  this  Colony,  to  engage  and  provide  proper  per- 
sons, to  be  in  readiness  at  a  minute's  warning,  to  carry  any 
intelligence  of  alarm  or  invasion  to  every  proper  Town  and 
place,  as  occasion  may  require  ;  and  that  he  be  also  desired 
to  advise  the  honourable  Congress  q{  N civ -York  of  this 
provision. 

Colonel  Elderkin,  \m\'\ng  been  heretofore  appointed,  k.c., 
laid  in  his  Report  about  fortifying  at  the  Harbour  of  Neie- 
London,  recominending  the  same  lo  be  done  at  Mammicock, 
IVinthrop's  Point,  and  Grolon  Hill,  stating  the  circum- 
stances, &:c.,  of  each. 

And  thereupon,  T'oted,  That  the  men  stationed  at  and 
for  the  defence  of  New-London  be  employed,  during  their 
continuance  in  said  service,  in  erecting  and  making  proper 
works  of  defence,  in  or  at  the  Harbour  of  said  Neiv-Lon- 
don,  either  at  Groton  Hill,  ff'inthrop's  Point  or  Mammi- 
cock, that  is  to  sav,  at  such  one  or  more  of  said  ])laces  as 
can  be  best  undertaken  and  coinpleted  in  this  advanced 
season  of  the  year,  under  the  direction  and  conduct  of 
Colonel  Saltonstcill,  Ebenezer  Ledyard,  Esq.,  Captain 
John  Deshon,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jun.,  and  Mr.  Park 
Avery,  all  of  New-London  and  Groton,  and  ^\v.  Jonah 
IVatrous,  now  residing  in  Windham:  that  is,  the  works  at 
Mammicock  to  be  done  with  the  consent  of  said  Mr.  Shaw, 
who  owns  the  soil  where,  he. 

On  motion  and  consideration,  Voted,  That  his  Honour 
be  desired,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  Council  and 
Colony,  to  move  and  request  of  the  honourable  Continen- 
tal Congress  for  liberty  and  order  to  receive  a  number  not 
exceeding  fifty  Cannon,  from  thirty-two  to  twelve-pounders, 
some  brass,  if  it  may  be,  from  St.  John's,^  or  any  other 
Northern  posts  lately  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Continen- 
tal Army,  where  they  can  be  spared  ;  to  be  improved  for 
the  defence  of  New-London,  in  tliis  Colony,  a  |)lace  and 
port  of  great  importance  for  the  safety  of  said  Colony,  and 
very  capable  of  defence,  and  where  works  are  now  erecting, 
but  cannot  be  supplied  with  Cannon  in  any  other  way  that 
can  be  devised,  and  for  any  other  use  for  the  protection 
and  safety  of  the  Colony. 

T'oted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  honourable  Coun- 
ty Court  of  New-London  County,  that  they  immediately 
cause  to  be  erected  and  built  a  proper  and  sufficient  yard 
or  fence  round  and  enclosing  the  Jail,  or  part  of  it,  at  Nor- 
wich, so  as  effectually  to  prevent  any  connnunication  from 
without  with  any  Prisoner  committed  there;  and  which  is 
more  immediately  and  especially  necessary  in  order  to  com- 
|)ly  with  the  requisition  of  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress and  General  fVashington,  respecting  Dr.  Church,  who 
is  now  in  this  Town,  and  by  order  of  the  Governour  and 
this  Council  to  be  committed  t'lere. 

And  ad'ourned. 


Thursday,  November  23,  177i^ 

-At  a  meeting  as  aforesaid,  present; 

His  Honour  the  Governour,  Honourable  Deputy-Go vern- 
our  Griswold,  Jabiz  Huntington,  Samuel  Huntington, 
William  Williams,  Nathaniel  Wales,  Esquires. 

On  motion  by  the  Governour,  respecting  the  disposition 
of  the  Piisoners  sending  lo  this  Colony  from  St.  John's, 

T'oted  and  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  to  take  care 
of  Prisoners  be  directed  to  leceive  said  Prisoners,  and  dis- 
tribute them  in  suitable  proportions  in  the  Counties  of  Li'rrA- 
field,  Hartford,  and  l\  indhain,  for  the  present  ;  and  that 
they  give  the  preference  as  to  choice  and  convenience  of 
situation,  if  any  be,  to  the  Oliicers,  he,  of  the  Twenty- 
Sixth  Regiment,  and  especially  .Major  Preston;  and  that 
they  also  have  regard  to  the  places  of  assigning  mechanicks 
who  may  be  among  the  soldiers,  so  as  they  may  most  bene- 
ficially employ  themselves;  and  take  care  that  families,  if 
such  there  be,  be  not  separated.  And  that  said  Committee 
use  their  prudence  and  caution  in  placing  the  Officers  so  as  the 
least  probable  inconvenience  may  arise  from  their  situation. 

Moved  by  Captain  Deshon,  That  Captain  Nilcs,  of  the 
Armed  Schooner  Spy,  informs  that  there  is  a  Vessel  at 
Sag-Harbour,  Long-Island ,  loading  with  Provisions,  kc, 
said  to  be  bound  to  Nantucket,  without  any  proper  per- 
mit, and  is  suspected  to  be  designed  for  the  use  of  the 
Ministerial  Troops.  And  that  he  desires  direction  whether 
he  shall  prevent  her,  he. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  a  Resolve  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  respecting  the  exportation  of  Provisions  from  any 
of  the  United  Colonies,  &ic.,  passed  about  the  6th  of  Ao- 
vember,  instant,  be  sent  to  said  Niles,  for  his  direction. 

It  being  re[)resented  that  several  Prisoners  from  Cham- 
bly,  or  thereabouts,  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  now  at 
Farmington,  are  turbulent  and  disorderly,  and  refuse  to 
give  their  parole  to  abide  faithful  Prisoners,  and  say  they 
will  escape,  unless  im|)risoned,  Sec,  and  it  is  suspected  they 
wish  to  be  im))risoned,  they  may  complain  of  hard  usage, 
and  affect  the  minds  of  their  Canadian  brethren,  &i,c.. 

Ordered  and  Agreed,  That  the  Committee  for  Prisoners 
have  and  cause  to  be  kept  a  special  and  vigilant  watch  over 
those  persons,  so  as  to  prevent  their  escape,  even  if  some 
extra  expense  should  be  incurred  thereby.  And  that  they 
give  proper  notice  of  their  apprehensions  of  the  designed 
escape  of  those  persons,  describing  them,  fcc,  to  such 
Towns  and  places  as  they  shall  judge  expedient,  and  re- 
quest that  they  keep  out  a  vigilant  eye,  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  such  design. 

And  dismissed. 


EXTRACT   OF  A  LErrtll  FROM  GE.NEHAI,  MO.NTGOMERY  TO 
HUBERT   R.    LIVl.NGSTO.V. 

Montreal,  November,  ITTj. 

For  the  good  fortune  which  has  hitherto  attended  us,  1 
am,  1  liope,  sufficiently  thankful ;  but  this  very  fortune, 
good  as  it  has  been,  will  become  a  serious  and  insurmount- 
able evil,  should  it  lead  Congress  either  to  overrate  our 
means,  or  to  underrate  the  difficulties  we  have  yet  to  con- 
tend with.  I  need  not  tell  you  that,  till  Quebtck  is  taken, 
Canada  is  unconquered  ;  and  that,  to  accomplish  this,  v.e 
must  resort  to  siege,  investment,  or  storm.  The  first  of 
these  is  out  of  the  question,  from  the  difficulty  of  making 
trenches  in  a  Canadian  winter,  and  the  greater  difficulty  of 
living  in  them,  if  we  could  make  thetn  ;  secondly,  from 
the  nature  of  the  soil,  which,  as  I  am  at  present  instructed, 
renders  mining  impracticable,  and,  were  this  otherwise, 
from  the  want  of  an  engineer  having  sufficient  skill  to  direct 
the  process  :  and,  thirdly,  from  the  fewness  and  lightness 
of  our  artillery,  wiiich  is  quite  unfit  to  break  walls  like  those 
of  (^ueheck.  Investment  has  fewer  objections,  and  might 
be  sufficient,  were  we  able  to  shut  out  entirely  from  the 
garrison  and  Town  the  necessary  supplies  of  food  and  fuel 
during  the  winter:  but  to  do  this  (the  enemy's  works  being 
very  extensive,  and  offering  many  avenues  to  the  neigh- 
bouring settlements)  will  require  a  large  army,  and  from 
present  appearances  mine  will  not,  when  brought  together, 
much,  if  at  all.  exceed  eight  hundred  combatants.  Of  Cana- 
dians I  might  be  able  to  get  a  considerable  number,  provided 
I  had  hard  money,  with  which  to  clothe,  feed,  and  pay 
their  wages;  but  this  is  wanting.  Unless,  therefore,  I  aui 
soon  and  amply  re-entbrced,  investment,  like  siege,  must  be 
civen  U!'. 
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To  the  storming  plan  there  are  fewer  objections ;  and  to 
this  we  must  come  at  last.  If  my  force  be  small,  Carhtony 
is  not  CTreat.  The  exiensiveness  of  his  works,  which,  in 
case  of°investment,  would  favour  him,  will,  in  the  other 
case,  favour  us.  Masters  of  our  secret,  we  may  select  a 
particular  time  and  place  for  attack,  and  to  repel  tliis,  the 
garrison  must  be  prepared  at  all  times  and  places  ;  a  cir- 
cumstance which  will  impose  upon  it  incessant  watching 
and  labour,  by  day  and  by  night,  which,  in  its  undisciplined 
state,  must  breed  discontents  that  may  compel  Carlelon  to 
capitulate,  or,  perhaps,  to  make  an  attempt  to  drive  us  off. 
In  this  last  idea  there  is  a  glimmering  of  hope,  ff'olfc's 
success  was  a  lucky  hit,  or  rather  a  series  of  such  hits ;  all 
sober  and  scientifick  calculation  was  against  him,  until  Mont- 
calm, permitting  liis  courage  to  get  the  better  of  his  dis- 
cretion, gave  up  the  advantages  of  his  fortress,  and  came 
out  to  try  his  strength  on  the  plain.  Carlctnn,  who  was 
Jl'olfe's  Quartermaster-General,  understands  this  well,  and, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  will  not  follow  the  Frenchman'' s  example. 

In  all  these  views  you  will  discover  much  uncertainty, 
but  of  one  thing  you  may  be  sure,  that,  unless  we  do  some- 
thing before  tlie  middle  o^  April,  the  game  will  be  up  ;  be- 
cause, by  that  time  the  river  may  open  and  let  in  supphes 
and  re-enforcements  to  the  garrison,  in  spite  of  any  thing 
we  can  do  to  prevent  if,  and  again,  because  my  troops  are 
not  engaged  beyond  that  term,  and  will  not  be  prevailed 
ujion  to  stay  a  day  longer. 

In  reviewing  what  I  have  said,  you  will  find  that  my  list 
of  wants  is  a  long  one  ;  men,  money,  artillery,  and  clothing 
accommodated  to  theclimate.  Ofammunition,  Carlelon  took 
care  to  leave  little  behind  him  at  this  place.  What  1  wish 
and  expect,  is,  that  all  this  be  made  known  to  Congress, 
with  a  full  assurance  that,  if  I  fail  to  execute  their  wishes  or 
commands,  it  shall  not  be  from  any  negligence  of  duty  or 
infirmity  of  purpose  on  my  part.  Vale:  cave  ne  mandata 
frangai.  

lily  his  Excellency  Guv  Carleton,  Captain-General  and 
Governour-in-'Chief  in  and  over  the  Province  o/Que- 
BECK  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon, in  America, 
rice-Admiral  of  the  same,  and  Alajor-General  of  His 
Majesty's  Forces,  commanding  the  Norlhern  Uifitrict, 
^c,  ^c,  S,-c. 

A    rROCLAMATlON. 

Whereas  it  has  been  found  expedient  to  raise  and  em- 
body a  Militia  within  this  City,  to  co-operate  with  and  to 
assist  His  Majesty's  Troops  in  this  garrison  in  the  preser- 
vation of  the  City,  and  of  the  persons  and  property  of  His 
Majesty's  good  and  faitliful  subjects  resident  therein,  against 
certain  rebellious  persons  who  have  invaded  this  Province, 
a  number  of  whom  have  lately  appeared  in  arms  before  the 
walls  of  this  Town  :  and  whereas  information  has  been 
given  me,  that  some  persons  resident  here  have  contuma- 
ciously refused  to  enroll  their  names  in  the  Militia  lists,  and 
to  take  up  arms,  in  conjunction  with  their  fellow-citizens, 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid  ;  and  that  others,  who  have  en- 
rolled their  names,  and  had  for  some  time  carried  arms  in 
the  defence  and  preservation  of  the  City,  have  lately  laid 
them  down  ;  and  also  that  some  persons  are  busy  in  en- 
deavouring to  draw  away  and  alienate  the  allections  of  His 
Majesty's  good  and  fiithful  subjects  of  this  City  from  His 
Majesty's  person  and  Government:  for  these  reasons,  and 
in  order  to  rid  the  Town  of  all  useless,  disloyal,  and  treach- 
erous persons,  I  have  thouglit  til  to  issue  this  Proclama- 
tion. And  1  do  hereby  strictly  order  and  enjoin  all  and 
every  person  and  persons  whatsoever,  liable  to  serve  in  the 
Militia,  and  residing  at  Quebtck,  who  have  refused  or  de- 
clined to  enroll  their  names  in  the  Militia  lists,  and  to  take 
up  arms  in  conjunction  with  His  Majesty's  good  subjects  of 
this  ('itv,  and  who  shall  still  refuse  or  decline  so  to  do,  as 
well  as  iliose  who,  bavin.' once  taken  up  arms,  have  after- 
wards laid  them  down,  and  will  not  take  them  up  again,  to 
quit  the  Town  in  four  days  from  the  dale  hereof,  together 
with  their  wives  and  children,  and  to  withdraw  themselves 
out  of  the  limits  of  the  District  of  (iluebcck,  before  the  1st 
day  of  Dccemlicr  next,  under  pain  of  being  treated  as  rebels 
orspies,  if  thereafter  they  shall  be  found  within  the  said 
limits. 

And  inasmuch  as  the  persons  who,  in  obedience  to  this 
Proclamation,  are  to  rjuit  the  Town  and  District,  may  have 
bought  up  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  provisions  brought 


in  for  the  subsistence  of  ihe  inhabitants  of  the  Town  ;  and 
it  would  be  imprudent  to  suffer  those  provisions  to  be  car- 
ried out,  more  especially  as  the  country  abounds  with 
necessaries  of  life:  I  do  hereby  further  order  and  enjoin 
all  and  every  such  person  and  |)ersons  to  deliver  in  fojlh- 
with  to  the  Honourable  George  Alsnp,  Esquire,  Commis- 
sary, a  true  inventory  or  list  of  their  provisions  and  stores, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  fairly  and  justly  valued,  and  the 
full  jirice  paid  to  the  respective  pioprieiors  before  their  de- 
parture. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  arms,  at  the  Castle 
of  St.  Louis,  m  the  City  of  (-^itebeck,  this  twenty-second 
day  o[  JS'ovemlier,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five, in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sove- 
reign Lord  Cif'or^e  the  Third,  by  the  grace  oi' God,  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 


and  so  forth. 

By  his  Excellency's  command  : 


Guy  Carleton. 
H.T.  Cramahf.. 


God  save  the  King. 
November  iO,  1775. 

PORTSMOUTH    (nKW-HAMPSHIKe)  COMMITTEE. 

Committee-Hall,  Portsmouth,  November  22,  177.5. 

T'oted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Colony, 
now  sitting  in  this  Town,  be  informed  that  George  Meserve, 
Esq.,  has  quitted  this  Town  with  a  design,  as  they  suppose, 
to  go  inio  Boston;  and,  as  he  is  generally  esteemed  an  ene- 
my to  the  liberties  of  America,  think  some  step  ought  to 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  same. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

H.  Wkntwortfi,  Chairman. 


address  of  the  GENTLEMEN,  ETC.,  OF  THE  COUNTIES  OF 
ROSS  AND  CROMARTY. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Heretois,  Freeholders,  and 
Clergy  of  the  Counties  of  Ross  and  Cromarty,  ])resented 
to  His  Majesty  by  the  Right  Honourable  James  Stuart 
Mackenzie,  theii-  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Ileretors,  Free- 
holders, and  Clergy  of  the  Counties  of  Ross  and  Cro- 
marty, assembled  ul  Dingwall,  this  2rid  day  o/Novem- 
iJER,  1775. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

Uninfluenced  by  the  arlful  chicane  of  party,  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  venal  prostitution  of  faction,  but  firmly  attached 
to  your  Majesty's  person  anil  Government,  we,  your  Majes- 
ty's most  faithful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Gentlemen,  Here- 
tors,  Freeholders,  and  Clergy,  of  the  Counties  of  Boss  and 
Cromarty,  though  locally  distant,  presun)e  to  approach  the 
throne  at  this  most  important  and  critical  period. 

The  i(npartial  administration  of  justice,  tempered  with 
mildness  and  mercy,  the  equitable  measures  pursued  for 
the  good  of  the  whole  Empire,  and  the  protection  we  are 
blessed  with  in  the  enjoyment  of  our  liberties,  both  sacred 
and  civil,  untler  your  Majesty's  Government,  must  distin- 
guish your  Majesty's  reign  in  the  annals  of  the  Briiish 
Constitution. 

Free  and  happy  as  we  are,  it  is  therefore  with  an  inex- 
pressible concern  we  behold  many  of  our  fellow-subjects  in 
America,  incited  and  suppoited  by  factious  and  designing 
men  at  home,  violating  all  the  sacred  ties  of  cordiality 
and  commerce  which  should  subsist  between  the  xMother 
Country  and  her  Colonies,  taking  up  the  arms  of  unnatural 
rebellion,  and  actually  engaged  in  hostilities  with  the 
parent  who  tenderly  fostered  and  supported  them  with  liei- 
treasure  anti  blood. 

We  place  the  justest  reliance  upon  the  wisdom  and 
steadiness  of  your  Majesty's  Councds,  whereby  we  soon 
hope  to  see  re-estal)lished  the  supremo  authority  of  the 
Briiish  Legislature  over  every  part  and  dependency  of  its 
extensive  Empire. 

Since  the  lenient  measures  and  moderation  hitherto  shown 
have  not  brought  back  the  deluded  sons  of  America  to  a 
sense  of  their  duty,  but  call  for  stronger  and  coercive  mea- 
s'li-cs,  we  therefore  beg  leave,  in  the  most  re^peciful  and 
dutiful  manner,  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will  at  all 
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times,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  be  ready  to  support  your 
Majesty,  and  the  lionour  and  dignity  of  your  crown,  as  well 
as  the  legislative  authority  of  these  Realms,  in  defence  of 
our  inestimable  Constitution  ;  and  that,  for  these  ends,  we 
shall  have  no  hesitation  in  convincing  your  rebellious  and 
deluded  subjects  in  America,  that  with  the  same  cheerful- 
ness we  so  profusely  spilled  our  blood  in  the  last  war,  in 
defending  them  against  their  and  our  natural  enemies,  we 
are  now  ready  to  shed  it,  if  necessary,  in  bringing  them 
back  to  a  just  sense  of  their  duty  and  allegiance  to  your 
Majesty,  and  their  subordination  to  the  Mother  Country. 
And  we  can  assure  your  Majesty,  tliat  these  are  the  senti- 
ments which  prevail  among  all  ranks  of  people  in  these 
northern  parts  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions. 

Signed  in  our  presence  and  by  our  appointment,  by 
Hakry  MuNiio,  rid'scs. 


meni,  not  exceeding  four  thousand  men,  which  shall  no 
longer  continue  a  charge  on  this  Kingdom,  but  be  imme- 
diately on  their  leaving  the  same  in  the  pay  of  Great  Bri- 
tain." "  And  to  show  His  Majesty's  gracious  regard  for 
the  safety  and  defence  of  this  Kingdom,  if  the  Parliament 
shall  desire  it,  he  will  replace  the  said  four  thousand  men 
with  an  equal  number  of  foreign  Protestants,  (subjects  of  the 
Prince  of  Brunswick  and  the  Prince  of  TIesse  Casscl,)  to 
be  continued  hei'e,  in  l!io  pay  of  Great  Britain,  as  soon  as 
His  Majesty  sli-ill  be  eiubled  to  send  them  by  bis  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland," 

This  Message  was  read  again  by  the  Speaker,  and 
ordered  on  the  Jomnals  of  the  House. 

Sir  John  B/afjiiicre  moved  that  the  House  do  on  Satur- 
day next  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  take  his  Excellency's  Message  into  consideration. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    GENTLEMEN,    ETC.,    OF    THE   TOWN    OF 
WIGAN. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Merchants,  Manu- 
facturers, and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Hii^an,  m 
the  County  Palatine  of  hnncuster,  presented  to  His  Ma- 
jesty by  Sir  Richard  Clayton,  Baronet. 

To  the  King's  JMost  Excellent  Majesty. 
The   humble  Address   of  the    Gentlemen,   Clergy,   Mer- 
chants,  Manufacturers,   and  other    Inhaliitants   of  the 
Town  of  WiGAN,  in  the  County  I'alittine  of  Lancas- 

TEK. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  faithfid  subjects,  the  Gentle- 
men, Clergy,  Merchants,  Manufacturers,  and  other  Inha- 
bitants of  the  Town  of  Jf'igan,  with  all  dutiful  respect  beg 
leave  to  approach  the  Throne,  to  testify  our  unalterable 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  your  Majesty's  person  and  Go- 
vernment, at  a  time  wlien  a  most  wicked  and  unnatural 
rebellion  hath  made  its  ajipearance  in  your  Majesty's 
Dominions  in  America. 

Fully  sensible  of  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy,  in  com- 
mon with  the  rest  of  our  fellow-subjects,  under  your  Ma- 
jesty's mild  and  gracious  Government,  we  cannot  without 
horror  look  on  every  attempt  to  distinb  the  same. 

With  all  the  attention  we  are  capable  of,  we  have  con- 
sidered whatever  our  deluded  brethren  have  urged  to  pal- 
liate the  violences  they  have  been  guilty  of.  We  ha\e 
weighed  every  argument  that  has  been  offered  by  the  ad- 
vocates they  have  unfortunately  met  with  in  this  Coun- 
try. On  the  maturest  deliberation,  we  cannot  find  any 
ground  for  the  outrageous  steps  they  have  already  taken, 
and  we  are  lost  in  wonder  and  astonishment  at  their  con- 
duct, who  have  been  so  far  forgetful  of  their  duty  to  the 
best  of  Kings,  as  to  endeavour  to  justify  such  proceedings. 

We  lament  that  your  Majesty's  mildness  and  clemency 
have  bitheito  had  no  good  effect  on  the  minds  of  your 
infatuated  subjects  in  America;  but  we  caimot  help  think- 
ing this  has  been  in  some  degree  owing  to  the  artifices  of 
a  faction  in  this  Kingdom,  that  has  contributed  to  keep  up 
the  spirit  of  dissension  ;  and,  to  serve  private  views,  hath 
not  scrupled  to  sacrifice  the  publick  interest. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  trade  has 
n.M,  in  oiu'  neighbourhood,  snflered  any  diminution  or  de- 
cay; tliat  our  manufactures  flourish  in  the  fullest  extent; 
and  that  we  are  under  no  apprehension  from  any  elforts 
that  may  be  made  to  lessen  or  distress  tliuin. 

In  your  Majesty  and  the  great  Council  of  the  Nation 
we  rej>ose  an  entire  and  implicit  confidence  ;  and  we  shall 
zealously  acquiesce  in  whatever  measures  may  be  thought 
necessary  to  support  the  dignity  of  your  Majesty's  crown, 
and  the  constitutional  ri^xhts  and  authority  of  llii-,  Country 
over  every  part  of  the  Dominions  thereunto  belonging. 


IRISH    HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Thui-sdiiy,  Novomb-r  23,  1775. 

Sir  John  Blaquiere  presented  to  the  House  a  Message 
from  his  Excellency,  signifying  that  "  he  had  His  Majes- 
ty's commands  to  acquaint  the  House,  that  as  the  present 
exiaencies  of  affairs  required  sending  an  additional  number 
of  Troops  to  America,  he  had  the  firmest  reliance  on  the 
loyally  of  his  fiilhfid  Common-  of  Ireland,  to  admit  his 
sendiii,"  abioad  a  number  of  llie  Troops  on   this  establish- 


Saturduy,  Noveniljcr  2.i,  1775. 

The  House  was  called  over,  and  resolved  into  a  Com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  his  Excellency's  Message, 
and  the  instruction  to  consider  on  the  best  mode  of  defence 
for  this  Kingd.)m,  Mr.  Malone  in  the  chair. 

The  order  for  going  into  the  Committee,  his  Excellency's 
Message,  and  the  order  for  the  instruction,  were  read. 

Sir  Archibald  Acheson  rose,  and  made  many  eulogiums 
on  His  Maji'Sty,  whom,  he  said,  we  ought  to  look  upon  as 
the  father  of  a  much  favoured  people  ;  and  then  proposed  to 
offer  two  Resolutions,  but  they  not  being  put  into  proper 
form,  were  handed  to  Mr.  Vice-Treasurer;  and  as  they 
took  some  time  to  arrange,  Mr.  Ogle  said  the  Committee 
had  better  adjourn  till  the  Resolutions  were  drawn.  At 
length  they  were  produced,  in  substance  as  follows; 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Connnitiee, 
that  in  the  present  exigence  of  affairs  a  number  of  Troops, 
not  exceeding  four  thousand,  out  of  the  number  of  twelve 
thousand  voted  as  necessaiy  to  be  kept  in  Ireland  for  the 
defence  thereof,  be  spared  for  His  Majesty's  service  abroad, 
provided  that  from  their  quitting  this  Kingdom  they  shall 
be  of  no  charge  to  the  nation. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  a  number  of  foreign  Protestant  Troops,  not  exceeding 
four  thousand,  be  received  into  this  Kingdom,  to  replace 
the  like  number  sent  abroad  for  the  security  and  defence 
thereof,  provided  they  shall  be  of  no  charge  to  the  nation. 

Having  read  these  two  Resolutions,  Sir  Archibald 
Acheson  moved  the  Committee  to  agree  with  the  first. 

Colonel  Riiss  seconded  the  motion,  and  observed,  this 
measure  would  be  a  sa\ing  to  the  nation  of  eighty-five 
thousand  Pounds  a  jear. 

Mr.  Ilellen  said,  the  message  was  the  most  respectiL;! 
that  ever  came  from  a  Sovereign  to  his  people.  That  it 
confirmed  and  allowed  the  compact  for  keeping  twelve  thou- 
sand men  here  at  all  times,  and  that  it  should  not  be  vio- 
lated by  withdrawing  one  of  those  men  without  the  con- 
currence of  Parliament ;  and  was  a  pledge  that  the  men 
requested  of  the  House  would  be  returned  to  the  nation  as 
soon  as  the  exigency  shall  cease.  This  naturally  led  to  an 
inquiry,  whether  the  exigency  was  sufficiently  great  to  war- 
rant this  requisition.  That  it  was  so,  he  endeavoured  to 
prove,  from  the  present  state  of  American  affairs.  He 
then  entered  into  the  praise  of  the  foreign  troops  intended 
to  be  sent  here,  observing  they  were  some  of  the  best  in 
Germany,  who  had  fought  along  with  our  forces,  and  with 
them  had  showed  their  firmness  and  bravery  on  the  plains 
of  jMindcn.  By  admitting  those  troops,  our  security  was 
the  same,  and  our  expense  considerably  less.  Some  gen- 
tlemen, said  he,  may  possibly  ask,  if  these  troops  are  so 
good,  why  they  were  not  sent  lo  America,  and  the  British 
and  Irish  troops  kept  at  home?  To  this  it  might  be 
answered,  that  Great  Britain  was  willing  to  show  the  same 
arm  that  protected  America,  while  she  was  dutiful,  was  able 
to  chastise  her  when  she  was  seditious. 

Mr.  Fonsonby  allowed  that  we  ought  to  support  Great 
Britain,  if  it  cm  be  done  with  justice,  prudence,  and 
humanity.  That  if  the  troops  were  sent  abroad  without 
asking  our  consent,  then  we  should  not  be  made  parties  in 
the  quarrel.  But  if  we  give  our  consent,  we  shall  show  we 
take  a  determined  part  against  America.  To  do  so  would 
be  contrary  to  justice,  for  we  have  had  no  Parliamentary 
proof  of  the  flelinquency  of  ^wfr!V«,or  the  state  of  the  pre- 
sent troubles ;  all   we  know  of  either  bein;i  derived  iVo!!! 
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newspapers.  We  know,  indeed,  tliat  the  Americans  were 
dutiful  and  contented  till  the  Stamp  Act  was  passed,  for  the 
purpose  of  internal  taxation.  At  this  they  murmured;  this 
they  opposed  ;  but  as  soon  as  it  was  repealed  they  cheer- 
full'v  returned  to  their  duty,  and  so  would  they  do  now  if  the 
sanie  ex|iedient  was  used.  To  take  a  part  against  Ameri- 
ca would  be  contrary  to  prudence;  for  if  we  assist  to  punish 
them  for  resisting  against  being  taxed  by  the  Briiiah  Par- 
liament, we  furnish  a  precedent  against  ourselves,  if  ever 
the  like  occasion  should  happen.  It  would  be  also  impru- 
dent to  admit  these  foreign  troops;  lliey  are  not  freemen, 
but  subjects  to  arbitrary  Government,  and  will  not  regard 
us  as  their  master  if  we  do  not  pay  them,  for  soldiers 
always  look  up  to  the  hand  lliat  pays  them.  As  this  mea- 
sure is  contrary  to  justice  and  prudence,  so  is  it  also  to 
humanity;  for  what  can  be  more  inhuman  than  to  send  our 
friends,  our  relations,  men  we  have  conversed  and  eat  and 
drank  with,  to  expose  them  to  the  dangers  of  sea  and  bat- 
tle, whilst  foreigners  live  here  at  ease  and  safety;  and  he 
asked,  was  it  not  inhumanity  to  make  widows  and  orphans 
of  our  countrywomen  and  children,  only  to  spare  those  of 
strangers? 

Mr.  Jo/m  Fitzgibbons  said,  before  we  took  any  part  in 
a  war,  we  should  examine  whether  it  was  just.  He  then 
entered  into  a  reca|)itulation  of  all  that  had  passed  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  from  the  last  war  to  the 
present  time,  and  concluded  that  the  war  was  unjust,  and 
Ireland  had  no  reason  to  be  a  party  therein.  Some  may  say, 
added  he,  if  we  refuse  these  troops  to  His  Majesty's  request, 
it  may  be  of  evil  consequences;  but  he  thought  differently. 
Jt  would  make  the  King  look  into  the  affair,  and  when  he 
sees  we  are  not  inclined  to  assist  in  an  unjust  war,  it  may 
be  a  means  of  inducing  liim  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

Sir  John  Blnquierc  replied,  the  resolution  before  the 
Committee  tended  to  verily  and  realize  the  jirofessions  of 
loyalty  made  by  the  House.  To  this  gentlemen  might  con- 
sent, without  agreeing  to  the  other,  if  they  thought  fit  to 
submit  to  a  short  temporary  inconveniency,  rather  than 
receive  foreign  troops,  which  wouki  only  be  sent  at  the 
desire  of  the  House. 

Sir  Edward  Neivcnham  said,  as  he  had  given  his  nega- 
tive to  the  address,  which  denounced  vengeance  against  his 
fellow-subjects,  he  could  not  agree  to  the  sending  of  more 
troops,  to  butcher  men  who  were  fighting  for  their  liberty. 
He  said,  that  we  might  bid  farewell  to  such  as  we  sent  to 
America  ;  for  that  if  America  was  con(iuered,  the  troops 
would  be  kept  there  to  preserve  that  conquest;  for  though  it 
might  be  conquered,  the  spirit  of  liberty  would  not  be  ever 
subdued.  He  was  violently  against  the  introduction  of 
foreign  mercenaries,  and  argued  that  the  introduction  of 
them  had  occasioned  the  fall  of  many  great  Empires  and 
States.  He  instanced  the  danger  of  having  foreign  troops 
in  any  Kingdom  where  they  would  not  be  amenable  to  the 
laws,  by  mentioning  the  case  of  a  Hessian  soldier,  who 
committed  a  robbery,  and  was  confined  by  the  civil  magis- 
trates, but  was  released  and  given  up  to  the  military.  That 
Hanoverian,  Hessian,  and  Brunswick  troops  were  more 
dangerous  than  any  others;  for  that  Cicrman  connections 
were  always  fatal  to  the  true  interests  of  Old-England. 
He  entered  largely  into  the  present  system  of  affairs  in 
Europe.  He  insisted  upon  it,  that  German  influence  was 
so  powerful  in  the  Cabinet  of  Great  Britain,  that  the  most 
valuable  interests  of  these  Kingdoms  would  be  given  to  save 
the  paltry  Electorate  of  Hanover.  That  he  was  convinced 
the  destruction  of  the  Elector's  Managery  at  Herenhausen, 
or  the  much-admired  stud  of  cream-coloured  nags  in  the 
stables  of  ii(i?iO!,'er  or  Xt7/,  would  appear,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  present  Ministry,  as  a  greater  misfortune  than  the  deso- 
lation of  those  three  once  hapiiy,  hut  now  distracted  sink- 
ing nations.  He  advised  the  r\Iinister  in  the  House  to 
consider  what  riots  and  disorders  would  be  committed  in 
the  City  of  Dublin,  if  foreign  mercenaries  were  quartered 
in  it.  Tiiat  the  sending  of  our  troo|)s  to  the  butchery  of 
our  fellow-subjects  in  America,  or  bringing  over  foreign 
mercenaries,  equally  militated  against  true  reason  and  sound 
policy. 

Mr.  Gardiner  considered  the  question  in  a  twofold 
light;  first,  in  regard  to  the  relation  in  which  we  stand  to 
Great  Britain  and  America;  and  secondly,  in  regard  to 
ourselves.  In  respect  to  the  first,  the  question  is  not 
ivhetlier  A.;ncrica   resisted  first,  or  whether  she  was  op- 


pressed first;  but,  at  present,  it  stands  only  whether 
America  should  be  forever  lost  to  Great  Britain,  or  not. 
He  heartily  wished  a  reconciliation  miglit  take  place;  but 
that  could  only  be  effected  by  having  a  power  to  enforce 
it.  Men,  whose  very  existence  in  their  offices  depend  on 
war,  will  never  be  sincere  advocates  for  peace.  The  greater 
force  sent  to  America,  the  less  sanguinary  will  be  the  mea- 
sure ;  and  he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  had  there  been  as 
many  troops  in  America  last  spring  as  there  will  be  the 
next,  not  a  sword  would  now  have  been  unsheathed.  It  is 
our  iluty  and  interest  to  assist  Great  Britain,  if  we  can; 
but  we  cannot  spare  so  many  men  from  the  defence  of  this 
country,  if  they  are  not  somewhere  replaced.  The  dispo- 
sitions of  the  nations  around  us  forbid  us  to  leave  Ireland 
defenceless.  In  his  late  tour,  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
conversing  with  intelligent  persons  in  divers  Courts  of 
Europe,  and,  by  what  he  could  gather,  he  was  assured, 
they  looked  upon  the  contest  with  America  as  a  pieans  of 
weakening  us  ;  and  when  our  neighbours  thought  us  suffi- 
ciently weakened,  then  they  would  not  fail  to  attack  us  in 
our  most  defenceless  part.  The  Spaniards  bad  a  greater 
force  than  ever  they  had  since  the  time  of  the  Armada,  com- 
manded by  an  Lishman,  who  would  omit  no  opportunity 
to  invade  that  country,  against  which  he  was  embittered 
by  being  banished  from  it.  If  these  troops  went  away 
without  being  replaced,  we  should  be  defenceless.  By  the 
most  accurate  accounts,  there  were  but  eight  thousand  five 
hundred  real  fighting  men  in  Ireland;  and  if  a  fourth  part 
of  them  were  sent  abroad,  he  would  ask  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  (S\r  John  Blarjuierc,)  or  he  would  ask  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  if  he  were  in  the  House,  whether 
either  would  undertake  the  defence  of  this  Kingdom  witli 
the  remainder,  without  any  addition.  He  did  not  con- 
ceive there  could  be  more  danger  from  foreign  troops  than 
from  natives  ;  they  were  unacquainted  with  our  language, 
and  unconnected  with  our  ))eople,  and  therefore  less  liable 
to  desertion.  He  also  thought  the  saving  from  this  mea- 
sure was  of  great  importance;  nevertheless,  before  he  would 
give  his  assent  to  the  resolution,  he  must  be  assuied  of  two 
things — one,  that  the  men  sent  abroad  will  certainly  be  re- 
placed ;  the  other,  that  the  saving  of  the  four  thousand  men's 
pay  will  not  remain  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  exposed  to 
the  grasp  of  a  Minister,  but  be  deducted  from  the  total  of 
the  supplies  in  the  present  money  bill. 

Mr.  Carleton  spoke  a  long  time,  to  prove  there  could 
be  no  danger  of  a  precedent  making  against  us;  and  lie 
enlarged  on  the  evil  consequences  that  would  ensue  from 
irritating  Great  Britain,  by  refusing  this  request. 

Mr.  Harden  Flood  espoused  the  measure,  as  it  was  not 
any  augmentation,  but  a  lessening  of  the  national  expense. 

Mr.  George  Ogle  said,  he  was  not  to  be  intimidated  by 
any  threats  of  ill  consequences  arising  from  a  refusal.  He 
was  averse  to  send  men,  with  swords  in  their  hands,  to  cut 
the  throats  of  their  yf/OTcm'a«  brethren.  That  the  ample 
supplies  given  by  this  exhausted  and  struggling  country 
were  sufiicient  testimonies  of  our  loyalty;  and  it  was  highly 
imi)roper  to  send  men  to  punish  in  others  what  they  would 
do  in  the  same  case.  This  measure  was  doubtless  deter- 
mined on  the  very  fir-t  day  of  the  session  ;  and  that  was 
the  cause  why  the  compact  of  keeping  twelve  thousand 
men  here  was  so  strictly  observed.  The  foreign  troops 
cannot  bo  called  our  own  troops,  if  we  do  not  pay  them  : 
they  will  fight  for  those  only  who  do.  A  land  tax  will 
probably  be  attempted  here;  and  if  it  does  not  succeed,  (as 
certainly  it  cannot,)  then  it  will  be  laid  on  by  the  British  Par- 
liament, and  the  foreign  troops  will  be  lel't  here  to  enforce 
obedience.  ^V'hilst  Parliament  here  will  do  all  that  is 
absurd,  we  shall,  no  doubt,  have  a  Parliament,  just  as  the 
Romans  had  a  Senate  in  the  times  of  the  Emperors,  but 
only  to  give  a  sanction  to  the  Emperor's  dictates.  He  was, 
he  said,  alarmed  by  the  manner  in  which  the  two  resolu- 
tions were  treated  by  Administration.  The  first  was  the 
measure  of  Government,  and  as  such  was  supported;  the 
last  was  the  measure  of  Parliament,  and  as  such  was 
slighted  by  Administration:  just  as  if  they  said,  "grant  us 
the  four  thousand  more,  and  then  take  care  for  your  own 
defence  as  you  please."  If  men  must  be  sent  to  ^mer/fa, 
send  tliese  foreign  mercenaries,  not  the  brave  sons  o(  Ire- 
land. Gentlemen  have  said.  Ministers  must  have  power 
to  enforce  conciliation  ;  but  we  know  few  Ministers  who 
have  power  to  enfoi-ce  will  attend  to  the  voice  of  justice ; 
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tliey  will  act  as  Brenmns,  the  Gaul,  did  with  the  van- 
(luished  Romans — he  viewed  the  tribute  money  exacted 
from  them,  and  threw  his  sword  in  the  opposite  scale.  But 
if  these  men  must  go,  why  must  we  have  foreign  troops  for 
our  defence?  Why  not  raise  the  militia?  They  are 
our  natural,  our  constiuitional  defence,  and  the  raising  them 
is  jiracticable. 

Captain  Jtj)hso7i  observed,  we  have  no  reason  to  be 
so  lender  of  the  Americans,  who  had  treated  us  ill  ;  lliey 
had  resolved  in  their  Congress  to  receive  no  conmiodilies 
Jiom,  nor  have  any  connnerce  with  Ireland;  and  this  de- 
chn'diion  not  only  set  us  at  dofi,ince,  but  fully  proves  they 
do  not  think  us  so  infatuated  as  to  take  iheir  jsarts. 

Sir  James  Cotlcr  asked  whollier  the  foreign  troops,  when 
they  came  here,  were  to  be  amenable  lo  our  laws  or  their 
own,  and  repeated  the  instance  of  the  Hanoverian  soldier 
at  Maidstone. 

Mr.  Allornei/-Ciencrnl  nnswcied,  that  all  troops,  foreign- 
ers as  well  as  natives,  were  I'esponsible  to  the  laws  of  this 
country,  as  soon  as  they  set  foot  theiein. 

Sir  James  Cotter  replied,  he  was  glad  to  find  they  were, 
yet  he  thought  the  measure  very  exce|)tionable.  But  if 
they  did  come,  it  would  be  better  to  pay  them  ourselves 
than  not,  especially  as  the  expense  was  already  provided 
for  in  the  establishment. 

Mr.  Langrishc  replied  to  the  objections  of  sundry  gen- 
tlemen, and  observed  that  the  saving  on  the  military  estab- 
lishment was  not  the  only  advantage  that  would  be  derived 
from  the  foreign  troojis,  but  all  their  pay  would  be  expended 
in  this  country,  to  the  great  advantage  thereof. 

IMr.  Darrtj  Barry  w'as  of  opinion  the  men  might  be 
spared  without  their  being  replaced  with  foreign  troops. 

Mr.  Reilmond  Morres  observed,  however  we  miglit  be 
able  to  spate  these  men,  yet  it  would  be  very  improper  to 
do  so;  and  if  the  foreign  troops  did  come,  he  hoped  they 
would  rather  be  quartered  in  the  country  than  in  Dublin, 
where  the  people  would  not  be  so  contented  with  them. 

Mr.  Mason  urged,  that  by  the  address  of  the  House  to 
His  Majesty,  it  had  exjiressed  its  sense  that  America  was 
in  rebellion.  He  observed,  that  agreeing  to  the  first  reso- 
lution fiid  not  bind  tliem  to  agree  to  the  second,  though  he 
was  of  opinion  it  was  proper  to  agree  to  both. 

Mr.  I't/i'C/'^on  declared  it  was  still  his  opinion,  as  it  was 
at  the  o|)ening  of  the  session,  that  the  resistance  of  the 
Americans  was  not  rebellion.  And  how  could  he  consent  to 
aid  the  fate  of  America,  which  depended  on  the  decision 
of  that  night?  The  question,  indeed,  was  important,  and 
decision  very  delicate.  If  we  refuse  His  Majesty's  request, 
we  incur  the  displeasure  of  Great  Britain;  if  we  comply, 
we  aid  the  arbitrary  designs  of  a  despotick  Ministry.  In 
this  dilemma,  what  can  guide  us?  Nothing  but  reason  and 
justice.  We  have  two  acts  of  Parliament,  declaring  that 
twelve  thousand  men  are  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
Kingdom  ;  and  we  have  just  resolved  the  same  in  the 
Committee  of  Supplies.  Now,  if  we  agree  to  part  with  a 
third  part  of  that  number,  when  there  is  no  rebellion  or  in- 
vasion in  Great  Briiaiu,  we  contradict  these  acts  of  the 
J'^egislature,  and  belie  our  own  resolutions.  Great  Bri- 
tain pretends  to  a  supreme  authority  over  all  her  domin- 
ions, as  well  in  regard  to  internal  taxation  as  to  commer- 
cial regulations.  Does  not  this  assertion  include  Ireland? 
It  certainly  does,  and  nothing  is  wanting  but  a  plausible 
pretext  or  a  proper  op|)ortunity  to  enforce  it.  This  has 
been  enforced  in  America ;  this  caused  the  war,  and  there- 
fore the  war  is  unjust.  Let  Great  Britain  enjoy  the 
wealth  of  both  the  Indies.  Let  London  be  the  grand 
emporium  of  Europe ;  let  her  exert  her  commeicial  power 
over  the  sea,  from  pole  to  pole;  but  let  us  say  to  it  as  to 
the  sea,  "  hither  thou  shall  come,  and  no  faither.''  If  these 
bounds  are  exceeded,  human  nature  will  not  submit  with- 
out murmuring,  nor  freeborn  British  subjects  without  re- 
sistance. The  changes  have  been  long  rung  about  taxation 
and  representation;  but  men  have  bewildered  themselves 
on  that  subject,  for  want  of  setting  out  on  proper  and  legal 
grounds;  representation  is  not  a  representation  of  persons, 
but  of  property.  At  first,  writs  were  issued  to  all  who  held 
of  the  Crown  in  cnpitc.  These  were  about  seven  hundred 
and  thirty  in  number,  and  sat  in  the  right  of  their  property, 
held  in  feudal  tenure,  and  not  by  any  election.  As  com- 
merce increased,  property  was  purchased,  and  extended  into 
many  hands.    The  property  of  seven  hundred  became  dis- 


seminated amongst  numbers  too  great  to  convene  and  sit  in 
their  own  rights;  those  who  possessed  what  was  the  proper- 
ty of  one  great  Baron  elected  one  or  more  of  their  own  num- 
ber to  represent  the  whole  of  the  property  thus  divided,  and 
thence  derived  the  right  of  representation.  The  case  be- 
came the  same  in  Cities  and  Corporations  which  held  by 
cajnie  fiom  the  Crown.  The  whole  Corporation  could  net 
come  to  vote,  therefore  the  Corporation  elected  its  repre- 
sentatives. This  proves  how  true  that  assertion  was  of 
Lord  Chatham,  "  that  every  blade  of  grass  in  Great  Bri- 
tain was  represented."  But  not  one  American  blade  of 
grass  is  represented  in  the  British  Parliament,  therefore 
it  cannot  be  justly  taxed  there;  and  this  shows  the  folly  and 
absurdity  of  the  so  much  talked  of  virtual  representation, 
and  saying  that  many  thousands  in  Britain  were  not  repre- 
sented more  than  the  Americans.  Many  English  persons 
may  not  indeed,  but  the  whole  English  landed  property  is. 
Englishmen  surely  did  not  lose  their  spirit  as  well  as  their 
rights  by  crossing  the  Atlantick.  No !  They  did  not : 
they  carried  thither  their  freeborn  sjiirit,  before  it  was  con- 
taminated with  an  influx  o(  Asiatick  wealtli.  From  r,il 
this  it  appears,  the  war  of  Britain  with  her  Colonies  is  un- 
just ;  nor  is  it  likely  it  should  succeed  under  the  auspices 
of  that  Ministry  who  so  unjustly  raised  it  ;  for  we  see 
twelve  Colonies  united,  who  are  different  in  situation,  dil- 
ferent  in  interests,  different  in  religion,  different  in  manner^, 
dilFeivnt  in  every  thing  but  spirit.  What  has  been  the  suc- 
cess of  the  British  arms  against  these  people  ?  We  have 
seen  the  British  Navy,  the  terror  of  the  world,  who  used  to 
caiTy  thunder  to  every  part  of  the  globe,  now  sailing  from 
one  little  island  to  another,  for  the  gU)rious  purjiose  cf 
pilfering  a  few  cattle.  We  have  seen  the  British  Troops 
pent  up  in  Boston  Neck;  we  have  seen  a  Ministry  plot- 
ting and  purchasing  counter  addresses,  to  cover  their  dis- 
grace, and  sending  troops  abroad  in  the  most  dangerous 
season  of  the  year,  to  encounter  tempests  which  seem  to 
have  been  raised  by  Providence,  on  purpose  to  prevent 
more  from  imbruing  their  hands  in  their  brethren's  blood. 
But  if  even  it  was  just  to  send  our  troops,  and  tiiey  were 
likely  to  succeed,  yet  it  would  be  inexpedient;  for  if  we 
should  join  to  subdue  resistance,  would  it  not  be  a  precedent 
against  ourselves,  if  ever  we  should  resist  against  a  like 
oppression.  Had  we  foreseen  or  been  acquainted  with  this 
measure,  and  that  we  should  iiave  saved  so  much  on  the 
military  establishment,  before  we  had  voted  the  Tontine 
scheme,  we  might  have  spared  sixteen  thousand  Pounds; 
but  it  seems  to  have  been  kept  in  petto,  till  all  the  demand- 
ed supplies  had  been  granted. 

Captain  Trench  spoke  next  against  the  measure,  and 
Mr.  Prime  Serjeant  for  it. 

]Mr.  Foster  said,  the  only  point  to  be  considered  was, 
whether  this  measure  would  bring  on  a  reconciliation,  whicn 
he  thought  it  would.  It  was  clear  that  the  wish  of  Anuritr. 
was  a  total  independence  ;  and  if  we  refuse  to  send  these 
troops,  we  prevent  a  reconciliation,  by  hindering  Great 
Britain  from  enforcing  reasonable  terms,  which,  if  properiv 
enforced,  the  Americans  might  agree  to.  But  if  we  even 
agree  to  send  these  troops,  we  do  not  thereby  condemn  the 
Americans  ;  we  only  assist  Great  Britain  in  her  time  ol 
need.  In  regard  to  the  supplies,  though  they  are  votee. 
the  money  bills  are  not  passed,  and  Lientlemen  may  make 
such  retrenchments  in  them  as  they  think  necessary. 

Mr.  Chapman  said,  that  he  did  not  expect  to  hear  sucii 
a  mi-'ssage,  after  the  many  assurances  of  the  Minister,  that 
the  tueU'e  thousand  men  were  completely  in  this  King- 
tlom,  and  should  remain  so  inviolably;  and  after  llie  pro- 
mises ol'  Administration,  that  nothing  should  be  expected 
from  this  country  lo  America,  but  the  address  to  the  Throne. 
That  notwithstanding  the  Committee  of  Supply  had  resol- 
ved twelve  thousand  men  to  be  necessary  for  our  defence, 
and  had  provided  for  them  accordingly,  yet,  while  the  very 
sound  of  these  assurances  yet  tingles  in  om'  ears,  the  Minis- 
ter forgot  himself  in  the  messenger  of  the  Crown,  not  to 
bring  to  their  longing  eyes  the  olive  brancii,  the  emblem 
of  much  wished  for  peace,  but  he  lays  his  hand  on  ids 
sword,  and  becomes  the  harbinger  of  war.  That  he  con- 
gratulated Adininistration  on  at  length  finding  out  tha: 
hitherto  invisible  deity  of  theirs,  but  on  closer  inspection, 
he  was  sorry  to  discover  that  deity,  like  the  god  of  the 
Egyptians,  plainly  and  simply,  a  hull.  That  if  the  Minis- 
ter was  serious  wljen   he   promised   cconomv,  he  o'.iLlit  u 
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lessen  the  supply  in  proportion  to  tlnit  economy;  to  content 
liimseir  with  fewer  taxes,  and  to  diminish  his  demands. 
That  he  called  on  him  to  do  so,  but  he  found  him  silent  on 
that  point ;  and  therefore  must  conclude  no  real  economy 
was  in  liis  contemplation.  That  one  year's  saving  was  the 
utmost  that  was  mentioned.  That  such  reduction  was  pal- 
try indeed,  contrasted  with  the  |irobable  loss  of  four  thou- 
sand gallant  counlrynien,  devoted  sacrifices  to  appease 
the  fury  of  an  incensed,  a  despairing  people,  in  defence  of 
their  rights,  confident  against  the  world  in  amis  ;  tliat  the 
tears  of  the  forlorn  widow,  the  cries  of  the  helpless  orphan, 
could  not  be  weighed  in  the  money  scale  of  a  Minister. 
That  this  Kingdom  would  be  left  exposed  to  every  enemy, 
allured  by  such  prospects.  That  the  asking  the  consent  ol 
Parliament  was  a  farce  in  politicks,  and  an  undermining  ol 
a  positive  act  of  Parliament.  That  it  was  well  known  that 
the  Crown  always  desired  the  consent  of  a  dean  and  chap- 
ter to  the  apjiointment  of  an  intended  bishop,  hut  it  was 
never  yet  know'n  that  the  person  nominated  did  not  suc- 
ceed to  the  ejiiscopal  dignity. 

Mr.  Solicitor- General  said,  as  the  expense  to  be  incur- 
red was  the  chief  argument  used  against  the  augmentation, 
so  no  gentleman,  who  voted  then  against  it,  can  consistent- 
ly oppose  the  measure  by  which  the  expense  is  taken 
aWay.  He  begged  the  first  resolution  might  be  disposed 
of  before  they  entered  into  the  consideration  of  the  second  ; 
adding,  that  if  we  refused  the  request  of  the  Crown,  we 
should  hurt  the  Americans,  by  misleading  them  to  their 
ruin. 

IMr.  James  Brown  spoke  in  defence  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Conolli/  urged  his  fears  for  Ireland,  from  establish- 
ing a  precedent,  and  mentioned  that  the  King's  speech,  at 
opening  the  British  Parliament,  declared  the  supremacy 
over  all  his  dominrons.  He  repeated  and  enforced  what 
had  been  said  about  a  land-tax  lairl  on  by  England,  and 
enforced  by  foreign  mercenaries.  He  took  notice  of  the 
intelligence  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Gardiner)  had 
derived  of  the  hostile  intentions  of  foreign  powers,  from  the 
cabinets  of  foreign  Courts.  [Here  Mr.  Gardiner  said  the 
right  honourable  genileman  had  mistaken  him ;  he  had 
only  said  courts,  not  cabinets. J  Mr.  Conolly  replied,  he 
bad  indeed  mistaken,  but  the  mistake  was  easily  made,  as 
he  knew  no  gentleman  more  fit  for  a  lady's  or  a  Privy 
Counsellor's  cabinet  than  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  Hussey  Burgh  then  rose,  and  introduced  his  opi- 
nion relative  to  the  question  w^ith  observing,  that  although 
he  had  generally  voted  on  that  side  of  the  House  which 
is  called  Opposition,  yet  he  had  set  it  down  as  a  maxim, 
never  to  give  his  support  to  a  motion  which  was  calculated 
to  harass  the  Minister,  and  not  to  serve  the  people.  That 
when  there  was  a  considerable  majority  evident  on  the  part 
of  Government,  he  thought  it  best  not  to  hazard  a  question 
which  there  was  a  certainty  of  losing ;  that  be  made,  for 
this  reason,  fewer  motions  than  any  man  in  the  House  ;  that 
he  had  no  enemies  to  persecute,  no  partisans  to  serve  ;  and 
that  this  might  accoimt  for  his  silence  during  the  present 
session.  Hut  he  said  the  |)resent  (]ueslion  was  of  the  great- 
est importance,  a  question  arising  from  a  message  sent  by 
the  King  to  his  Parliament,  to  which  an  answer  must  be 
given  ;  that,  without  passion,  without  prejudice,  and  with- 
out fear,  he  would  deliver  his  opinion  ;  and  that  the  man 
did  not  live,  who  knew  on  which  side  of  the  question  that 
opinion  would  turn.  He  then  entered  largely  into  the  con- 
sequences which  might  attend  the  putting  this  measure  into 
execution  ;  took  a  short  view  of  the  American  war,  which 
he  termed  unjust,  as  it  not  only  militated  against  the  law 
of  nation*:,  the  law  of  the  land,  the  law  of  humanity,  but 
against  the  law  of  nature.  He  mentioned  the  imbruing 
our  hands  in  the  blood  of  our  kinsmen  and  near  relations; 
and  that  the  s:iviuj;,  which  was  mentioned  as  a  motive  to 
iixhu'o  onr  s!i:i|i  miug  ihe  Miiii-iry,  was  no  more  than  a 
hnhc  to  purclia^e  oiu-  a--i^Ianee  to  cut  the  throats  of  the 
Americans;  that  d"  tlie  war  w.is  juM,  there  was  no  neces- 
sity to  bribe  our  concurrenri> ;  iliii  iln'  light  of  taxation 
demanded  by  Great  Britain  was  unjust,  for  that  it  was 
contrary  to  all  reason  that  a  people  who  are  the  subjects 
n{  Great  Britain  should,  in  resi>ect  to  their  property,  he 
at  the  mercy  of  two  powers,  and  acknowledge  a  right  of 
taxation  both  in  their  own  Assemblies  and  in  the  British 
Senate  ;  that  if  this  was  the  case,  they  could  not  boast  any 
property,  for  every  shilling  they  enjoyed  might  by  one  act  of 


a  Parliament,  in  which  they  were  not  represented,  be  taken 
from  them  forever;  that  instead  of  a  saving,  this  measure 
would  in  all  probability  become  a  burden,  and  observed 
our  civil  establishment  would  always  increase  whenever  the 
military  decreased  ;  and  that  the  present  saving  would  be 
only  a  temporary  relief,  which  would  bring  on  a  fiiture 
evil ;  for  that  when  our  own  troops  returned,  then  our  mili- 
tary would  fall  back  into  the  original  expense,  with  the  ad- 
ditional burden  of  what  the  civil  establishment  may  have 
increased.  He  then  mentioned  our  defenceless  state,  and 
insisted  that  we  bad  not  more  than  nine  thousand  figliting 
men,  men  who  marched  on  their  legs,  and  not  on  paper; 
men  who  could  stand  fire,  and  not  calculation.  He  dis- 
posed very  judiciously  the  arrangement  of  our  troops,  and 
clearly  proved  that  we  must  be  ojien  to  the  insurrection  of 
the  VVhite  Hoys  in  the  South,  and  the  Steel  Boys  in  the 
North  ;  and  that  then  the  murdering  and  maiming  of  our 
wives  and  children  would  fall  on  our  own  heads.  Thtt 
France  looked  on  this  quarrel  with  a  peculiar  pleasure,  and 
that  we  had  a  security  in  their  promises  no  longer  than 
the  hopes  of  accommodation  with  the  Colonies  existed  ;  for 
whenever  they  disappeared,  and  that  by  this  war  we  were 
weakene<l,  then  it  was  possible  and  probable,  with  a  very 
small  force,  they  would  do  such  a  signal  inischief  to  this 
Kingdom  as  might  be  irreparable.  He  took  a  view  of  the 
commercial  interest  of  France  with  America,  and  mei> 
tioned  how  probable  it  was  they  would  sacrifice  their  friend- 
ship to  England  for  a  lucrative  connection  with  America, 
and  pictured  the  consequences  in  striking  figures  of  reason- 
ing. He  mentioned  the  disturbances  which  might  arise 
from  the  importation  of  these  foreign  troops,  and  asked  by 
what  laws  they  were  to  be  tried  for  offences  in  this  King- 
dom? Whether  they  were  to  be  subject  to  a  jury  of  this 
country,  or  to  a  court-martial  among  themselves?  And  if 
the  latter,  what  dreadfiil  consequences  might  follow!  He 
then  returned  to  the  justice  on  which  this  request  was 
founded,  and  said  such  was  his  o|)inion  of  it,  he  would  not 
vote  a  single  sword  against  America,  without  an  address  to 
accompany  it,  recommending  conciliatory  measures;  that 
he  foresaw  the  consequences  of  this  war;  and  that  if  the 
ftlinistry  were  victorious,  it  would  only  be  establishing  a 
right  to  the  harvest,  when  they  had  buined  the  grain;  it 
woidd  be  only  establishing  a  right  to  the  stream,  when  they 
had  cut  off"  the  fountain. 

Sir  John  Blaquiere  said  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  this 
measuie  when  the  session  opened  ;  that  it  would  ha\e  been 
wrong  to  have  deducted  the  saving  from  the  votes  of  sup- 
plies, before  it  was  known  whether  the  troops  would  be 
sent  or  not  ;  that  if  the  supplies  are  raised,  and  there  is  a 
redundancy  on  account  of  this  measure,  it  would  be  liable 
to  the  disposal  of  Parliament  next  sessions. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  first  Resolution,  and 
the  Conmiitlee  divided,  ayes  121,  noes  76;  majority  do. 

It  being  then  near  midnijiht,  the  consideration  of  the 
second  Resolution  was  adjourned  till  Monday. 


The  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  accordinuly  sat 
again  this  day,  the  Right  Hon.  Anthony  Malone  in  the 
chair;  when  the  second  of  the  Resolutions  proposed  last 
Saturday,  by  Sir  Archibald  Acheson,  to  wit:  "That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  a  number  of  foreign 
Pioteslant  Troops,  not  exceeding  foin- thousand,  be  received 
into  this  Kingdom,  to  replace  the  like  number  going  abroad, 
for  the  security  and  defence  thereof,  provided  they  shall 
be  of  no  charge  to  the  nation,"  was  read,  a  long  debate 
ensued,  in  the  beginning  of  which  Sir  John  Bla/juierc 
declared,  that  he  was  of  opinion  his  taking  a  part  in  this 


business  would  not  he  Ireatmu  His  I\l 


ijest\ 


that  respect  it  deserved  ;  he  would  not  give  his  voice  one 
way  or  other. 

The  resolution  was  supported  by  ihe  Attorney-General. 
General  Cunningham,  Mr.  Forster,  Colonel  Burton,  and 
Barry  Barry,  whose  arguments  tended  to  prove  that  in 
the  arrangement  otTered  them  by  His  .Majesty,  the  sum  of 
eighty-five  thousand  Pounds  per  annum  would  be  saved  to 
the  nation,  besides  the  pay  of  the  foreign  troops  sent  amonu 
us  ;  that  the  Hessian  and  Brunswick  forces  were  composed 
of  industrious,  docile  men,  most  of  them  manufacturers  ; 
that  many  of  them  would  probably  settle  in  this  Kingdon). 
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and  adJ  to  the  Piotestant  strengtli  thereof;  itiat  when  the 
four  tliousand  men  now  permitted  to  leave  the  Kingdom 
would  go,  there  would  not  remain  ahove  six  thousand  five 
hundred  eftective  men — too  small  a  number  to  repel  a  for- 
eign invasion,  or  keep  quietness  at  liome  ;  that  even  the 
number  now  in  the  Kingdom  was  scarce  suliicieiit  to  pro- 
tect the  revenue,  and  repress  the  riotous  disposition  of  tiie 
lower  class  of  inhabitants,  who  were  ever  rising  in  divers 
paits  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  that  it  would  seem  very  odd  to 
the  Brilish  Minister  to  find  that  this  House,  ever  since  the 
augmentation,  had  every  session,  and  even  a  month  ago, 
voted  that  twelve  thousand  effective  men  were  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  this  Kingdom,  should  now,  when  Bri- 
tain, at  her  own  expense,  offered  to  replace  the  forces  which 
the  exigency  of  affairs  called  abroad,  should  reject  the  prof- 
fered favour. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  contended  by  Mr.  Redmond 
Morres,  Mr.  V'ice-Treasu rer  F/oof/,  Mr.  Iliissey,  Mi.  Ytl- 
verlon,  Mr.  Bushc,  .Mr.  Boi//c  Roche,  ice,  that  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  troops  into  this  Kingdom  was  a  dangerous 
mea':ure,  pregnant  with  ruin  to  the  liberty  of  this  country. 
^VIlat  wotdd  be  the  consequence  when  this  House  would 
find  themselves  surrounded  by  foreign  mercenaries,  who, 
not  being  jiaid  by  them,  would  not  be  under  their  com- 
man(i  :  That  these  troops,  unacquainted  with  either  the 
language  or  manners  of  the  people,  would  be  equally  unfit 
for  gairison  or  country  duty  ;  that  it  would  be  exposing 
the  weakness  of  this  Kingdom,  and  when  these  troops  re- 
turned home,  its  defenceless  situation  would  be  the  topick 
in  all  the  coffee-houses  on  the  Continent ;  that  when  the 
Regiments  remaining  here,  after  the  four  thousand  men 
were  gone,  would  be  complete,  we  should  have  eight  thou- 
sand men  in  the  Kingdom — a  force,  until  the  late  augmen- 
tation, thought  sufficient  for  its  defence,  ever  since  the  year 
1G90,  though,  two  foreign  wars,  and  two  rebellions  in  Great 
Britain,  had  happened  since  that  time;  that  the  payment 
of  twelve  thousand  men  being  already  proviiled  this  ses- 
sion, the  saving  of  near  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  in 
the  two  years  would  be  only  putting  the  means  of  corrup- 
tion into  the  hands  of  Administration.  Lastly,  Mr  Ogle 
observed  that  there  was  an  effectual  and  constitutional 
method  of  defence  and  security,  by  a  national  militia  ;  that 
two  hundred  men  thus  raised  in  every  County,  would  be 
a  sufficient  force  to  answer  every  purpose. 

Mr.  Flood  adopted  the  idea  of  a  militia,  and  showed  i 
was  a  favourite  wish  of  his  to  see  it  carried  into  execution. 

Several  amendments  to  tlie  Resolution  were  proposed,  but 
all  rejected  without  a  division.  It  being  now  eleven  o'clock 
at  ni'j;ht,  the  question  on  the  Resolution  itself  was  put,  when 
there  appeared,  ayes,  for  the  Resolution,  ()■?  ;  noes  106: 
majority  38. 

Mr.  Ogle  then  moved  that  the  following  Resolution  be 
agreed  to,  in  lieu  of  the  rejected  one: 

Rcsolccd,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
a  Militia  not  exceeding  six  thousand  men  is  necessar)-  lor 
the  defence  of  this  Kingdom. 

It  being  now  too  late  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  this 
question,  it  was  agreed  the  Committee  should  report  the 
Resolution  they  had  agreed  to  last  Salurdaij,  and  ask  leave 
10  sit  again. 

TCI    THE     EMICKANTS     LATELV    ARRIVED    FROM    THE     ItiGH- 
LANOS   OF    SCOTLAND. 

WilUamsburgli,  ^ovcm!.cr  Si,  177 J. 

Friends  and  Countrymen  :  A  native  of  the  same  island, 
and  on  the  same  side  of  the  Tweed  with  yourselves,  begs, 
for  a  few  moments,  your  serious  attention.  A  regard 
for  vour  happiness,  and  the  security  of  your  posterity,  are 
the'only  motives  that  could  have  induced  me  to  occupy 
vour  time  by  an  epistolatory  exhortation.  How  lar  I  may 
tall  short  of  the  object  I  have  thus  in  view,  becomes  me 
not  to  surmise.  The  same  claim,  however,  has  he  to 
praise  (though,  perhaps,  never  equally  rewarded)  who  en- 
deavours to  do  good,  as  he  who  has  the  happiness  to  effect 
his  jiurpose.  1  hope,  therefore,  no  views  of  acquiring 
populnr  fame,  no  partial  or  circumscribed  motives,  will  be 
attributed  to  me  from  this  attempt.  If  this,  however,  should 
lie  the  case,  I  have  the  consolation  to  know  that  I  am  not 
the  first,  of  many  thousands,  who  have  been  censured  un- 
justly. 
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I  have  been  lately  told  that  our  Provincial  Congress 
have  appointed  a  Committee  to  confer  with  you,  respect- 
ing the  differences  which  at  present  subsist  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  American  Colonies  ;  that  they  wish  to 
make  you  their  friends,  and  treat  with  you  for  that  purpose  ; 
to  convince  you,  by  facts  and  argumentation,  that  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  every  inhabitant  of  this  Colony  sliould  con- 
cur in  such  measures  as  may,  through  the  aid  of  a  super- 
intending Providence,  remove  those  evils  under  which  this 
Continent  is  at  [iresent  depressed. 

The  substance  of  the  present  contest,  as  far  as  my  abili- 
ties serve  me  to  comprehend  it,  is,  simply,  whether  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain  shall  have  the  liberty  to  take 
away  your  pro|)erty  without  your  consent.  It  seems  clear 
and  obvious  to  me  that  it  is  wrong  and  dangerous  they 
should  have  such  a  power;  and  that  if  they  are  able  to 
carry  this  into  execution,  no  man  in  this  Country  has  any 
properly  which  he  may  safely  call  his  own.  Adding  to  the 
absurdity  of  a  people's  being  taxed  by  a  body  of  men  at 
least  three  thousand  miles  distant,  we  need  only  observe 
that  tlieir  views  and  sentiments  are  opposite  to  ours,  their 
manners  of  living  so  different  that  nothing  but  confusion, 
injustice,  and  oppression  could  possibly  attend  it.  If  ever 
we  are  justly  and  righteously  taxed,  it  must  be  by  a  set  of 
men  who,  living  amongst  us,  have  an  interest  in'tlie  soil, 
and  who  are  amenable  to  us  for  all  their  transactions. 

It  was  not  to  become  slaves  you  forsook  your  native 
shores.  Nothing  could  have  buoyed  you  up  against  the 
prepossessions  of  nature  and  of  custom,  but  a  desire  to  fly 
from  tyranny  and  oppression.  Here  you  found  a  Country 
with  open  arms  ready  to  receive  you  ;  no  persecuting  land- 
lord to  torment  you  ;  none  of  your  property  exacted  from 
you  to  support  court  favourites  and  dependants.  Under 
these  circumstances,  your  virtue  and  your  interest  were 
eqnall}-  securities  for  the  uprightness  of  your  conduct;  yet, 
independent  of  these  motives,  inducements  are  not  want- 
ing to  attach  )'ou  to  the  cause  of  liberty.  No  people  are 
better  qualified  than  you,  to  ascertain  the  value  of  freedom. 
They  only  can  know  its  intrinsick  worth  who  have  had  the 
misery  of  being  deprived  of  it. 

From  the  clemency  of  the  English  Nation  you  have 
little  to  expect;  from  the  King  and  his  .Ministers  still  less. 
You  and  your  forefathers  have  fatally  experienced  the  ma- 
lignant barbarity  of  a  despotick  court.  You  cannot  have 
forgot  the  wanton  acts  of  unparalleled  cruelty  committed 
during  the  reign  of  C'/ia;7cs  II.  Mercy  and  justice  were  then 
strangers  to  your  land,  and  your  countrymen  found  but  in 
the  dust  a  sanctuary  from  their  distresses.  The  cries  of 
age,  and  the  concessions  of  youth,  were  uttered  but  to  be 
disregarded  ;  and  equally  with  and  without  the  formalities  of 
law,  were  thousands  of  the  innocent  and  deserving  ushered 
to  an  untimely  grave.  The  cruel  and  unmerited  usage 
gi\'en  to  the  Duke  of  Argijle,  in  that  reign,  cannot  be  jus- 
tified or  excused.  No  language  can  paint  the  horrors  of 
this  transaction  ;  description  lalters  on  her  way,  and,  lost  in 
the  labyrinth  of  sympathy  and  wo,  is  unable  to  perform 
the  duties  of  her  function.  This  unliappy  nobleman  had 
always  professed  himself  an  advocate  for  the  Government 
under  which  he  lived,  and  a  friend  to  the  reigning  monarch. 
Whenever  he  deviated  from  these  principles,  it  nnist  have 
been  owing  to  the  strong  impulses  of  honour,  and  the  re- 
gard he  bore  to  the  rights  of  his  fellow-creatures.  "  It 
were  endless,  as  well  as  shocking,  (says  an  elegant  writer.) 
to  enumerate  all  the  instances  of  persecution,  or,  in  other 
words,  of  absurd  tyranny,  which  at  this  time  pievailed  in 
Scotland.  Even  women  were  thought  proper  objects  on 
whom  tliey  might  exercise  their  ferocious  and  wanton  dis- 
positions :  and  three  of  that  sex,  for  refusing  to  sign  some 
test  drawn  up  by  tools  of  Administration,  were  devoted, 
without  the  solemnity  of  a  trial,  to  a  lingering  and  jiainfiil 
death." 

I  wish,  for  the  sake  of  humanity  in  general,  and  the 
royal  family  in  particular,  that  I  could  throw  a  veil  over 
the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  after  the  last  re- 
bellion. The  indiscriminate  punishments  which  he  held 
out  equally  to  the  innocent  and  the  guilty,  are  facts  of  no- 
torietv  much  to  be  lamented.  The  intention  may  possibly, 
in  some  measure,  excuse,  though  nothing  can  justify  the 
barbarity  of  tlie  measure. 

Let  us.  then,  my  countrymen,  place  our  chief  depen- 
dance  on  our  viitue,  and,  by  opposing  the  standard  of  des- 
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polism  on  its  first  appearance,  secure  ourselves  against  those 
arts  in  wliicli  a  contrary  conduct  will  undoubtedly  plunge 
us.  1  will  venture  to'  say,  that  there  is  no  American  so 
unreasonable  as  even  to  wish  you  to  take  the  field  against 
your  fi-iends  from  the  other  side  of  the  Allantick.  All  they 
expect  or  desire  from  you  is,  to  remain  neutral,  and  to  con- 
tribute your  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  war.  This 
will  be  sufficient  testimony  of  your  attachment  to  the  cause 
they  espouse.  As  you  participate  of  the  blessings  of  the 
soil,  it  is  hut  reasonable  that  you  should  bear  a  ])roponion- 
able  pari  of  the  disadvantages  attending  it. 

To  the  virtuous  and  deserving  among  the  Americans, 
nothing  can  be  more  disagreeable  than  national  lefiections  ; 
they  are,  and  must  be,  in  the  eyes  of  every  judicious  man, 
odious  and  contemptible,  and  bespeak  a  narrowness  ol  soul 
which  the  virtuous  are  strangers  to.  Let  not,  then,  any 
disrespectful  epithets  which  the  vulgar  and  illiterate  may 
throw  out,  prejudice  you  against  them  ;  and  endeavour  to 
observe  this  general  rule,  dictated  at  least  by  humanity, 
"  that  he  is  a  good  man  who  is  engaged  in  a  good  cause." 
Your  enemies  have  said  you  are  friends  to  absolute 
monarchy  and  despotism,  and  that  you  have  offered  your- 
selves as  tools  in  the  hands  of  Administration,  to  rivet  the 
chains  forging  for  your  brethren  in  America.  I  hope  and 
think  my  knowledge  of  you  authorizes  the  assertion  that 
you  are  fiiends  to  liberty,  and  the  natural  and  avowed  ene- 
mies of  tyranny  and  usurpation.  All  of  you,!  doubt  not, 
came  into  the  Comnry  with  a  determined  resolution  of 
finishing  here  your  days  ;  nor  dare  I  doubt  but  that,  fired 
with  the  best  and  noblest  species  of  human  emulation,  you 
would  wish  to  transmit  to  the  rising  generation  that  best  of 
all  patrimonies,  the  legacy  of  freedom. 

Private  views,  and  offers  of  immediate  reward,  can  only 
operate  on  base  and  unmanly  minds.  That  soul  in  which 
the  love  of  liberty  ever  dwelt  must  reject,  with  honest  in- 
dignation, every  idea  of  preferment,  founded  on  the  ruins 
of  a  virtuous  and  deserving  people.  1  would  have  you 
look  up  to  the  Constitution  of  Britain  as  the  best  and 
SLu-est  safeguard  to  your  liberties.  Whenever  an  attempt 
is  made  to  violate  its  fundamental  principles,  every  effort 
becomes  laudable  which  may  tend  to  preserve  its  natural 
purity  and  perfection. 

The  warmest  advocates  for  Administration  ha\e  candour 
sufficient  to  admit  that  the  people  ol  Great  Britain  have 
no  right  to  tax  America.  If  they  have  not,  for  what  are 
they  contending?  It  will,  perhai)S,  be  answered,  for  the 
dignity  of  Government.  Happy  would  it  be  for  those  w  bo 
advance  this  doctrine  to  consider,  that  there  is  more  real 
greatness  and  genuine  magnanimity  in  acknowledging  an 
error,  than  in  persisting  in  it.  Miserable  must  that  state 
be,  whose  rulers,  rather  than  give  up  a  little  punctilio, 
would  endanger  the  lives  of  thousands  of  its  subjects  in  a 
(juarrel,  the  injustice  and  impropriety  of  which  is  univer- 
sally acknowledged.  If  the  .<-l»u)v'c(7ni  wish  for  any  thing 
more  than  is  set  forth  in  the  Aildress  of  the  last  Congress 
to  the  King  and  people  of  Great  Britain — if  independence 
is  their  aim — by  removing  their  real  grievances,  their  arti- 
ficial ones  (if  any  they  should  avow)  will  soon  appear,  and 
with  them  will  their  cause  be  deserted  by  every  friend  to 
limited  monarchy,  and  by  every  well-wisher  to  the  interest 
of  America.  1  have  endeavoured,  in  this  uncultivated 
homespun  essay,  to  avoid  prolixity  as  much  as  [lossibly  1 
could.  I  have  aimed  at  no  flowers  of  speech,  no  toucl)es 
of  rhetorick,  which  are  too  often  made  use  of  to  amuse, 
and  not  to  instruct  or  persuade  the  mider^laiulini;.  I  have 
no  views  but  your  good,  and  the  credit  of  the  Country  from 
w  hence  you  came. 

In  case  Government  should  prevail,  and  be  able  to  tax 
America  without  the  least  show  of  representation,  it  would 
be  to  mo  a  painful  reflection  to  think,  that  the  children  of 
the  land  to  which  1  owe  my  existence,  shoidd  have  been 
the  cause  of  plunging  millions  into  perpetual  bondage. 

If  we  cannot  be  of  service  to  the  cause,  lut  us  not  be 
an  injury  to  it.  Let  us  view  this  Continent  as  a  country 
marked  out  by  the  great  God  of  nature  as  a  receptacle 
for  distress,  and  where  the  industrious  and  virtuous  may 
range  in  the  fields  of  freedom,  happy  under  their  own  fig- 
trees,  freed  from  a  swarm  of  petty  tyrants,  who  disgrace 
countiios  the  most  polished  and  civilized,  and  who  more 
particularly  infest  that  region  from  whence  you  came. 

ScoTius  America.nus. 


ELIZABETH  CITY  COUNTY  (vIRGIN'Ia)   COMMITTEE. 

Hiunpton,  Novmber  23,  1775. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  a  Committee  for 
the  County  of  Elizabeth  City,  and  Town  o(  Hampton, 
agreeable  to  an  ordinance  of  the  late  Colony  Convention 
in  that  case  made  and  provided,  viz:  Jo'in  Tahb,  George 
Wraij,  John  Allen,  Miles  Kinsr^  Augustine  Moore,  Ed- 
ward Cooper,  Wilson  Miles  Cart/,  tVestwnod  Armislcad, 
.John  King,  Joseph  Cooper,  U  illiam  Mallory,  Simon  Hol- 
licr,  George  Booker,  James  fVallace  Bayhy,  John  Par- 
sons, Henry  King,  Jacob  H'ray,  John  Jones,  IVilliam  Ros- 
cow  fVilson  Carle,  John  Cary,  and  Moseley  Armistead, 
gentlemen. 

IVilliam  Boscoiv  fl  ilsoii  Curie,  E-:q.,  was  unanimously 
chosen  Chairman,  and  Robert  Bright,  gentleman,  unani- 
mously chosen  Clerk. 

William  Roscow WilsonC urie ,JVihon  MilesCary,  ]\Iilrs 
King,  Jacob  fVray,  and  John  King,  gem  I  emeu,  weie  chosen 
a  Committee  of  Correspondence  ;  and  William  Roscoulfil- 
son  Curie,  IVilson  Miles  Cary,  i\liles  King,  and  John  Cary, 
gentlemen,  a|)pointed  Deputies  to  attend  the  District  Com- 


mittee. 


R. 


Bkiuht,  Clerk. 


FAIRFAX    COINTY    (vIRGINIa)    COMMITTEE    TO    THE    CONTI- 
NENTAL  CONGRESS. 
F^irf.i.x  Connty,  Virginia,  Nov.-mber  23,  177:.. 

Sir:  The  Committee  of  this  County,  informed  of  the 
present  scarcity  of  salt  in  this  Colony  in  general,  and  in 
this  part  of  it  in  particular,  sensible  of  the  difficulty,  per- 
haps impracticability  of  procuring  it,  if  not  done  this  winter, 
and  apprehensive  of  the  great  distress  and  discontent  that 
the  want  of  this  necessary  article  may  occasion  among  the 
people,  as  well  as  the  impossibility  of  furnishing  projier 
provisions  for  the  regiments  of  minute-men  and  draughts 
from  our  militia  which  may  be  called  into  service  next 
spring,  have  directed  us  to  apply  to  the  honourable  the 
Continental  Congress,  praying  them  to  encourage  the  im- 
portation of  salt,  either  by  permitting  the  exportation  of 
country  produce  in  return,  in  sucli  manner  as  is  allowed 
upon  the  importation  of  military  stores,  or  in  such  other 
manner  as  that  honourable  Board  shall  judge  best.  We 
beg  leave.  Sir,  ihruugh  you,  to  lay  this  request,  as  a  matter 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  good  people  of  this  Colo- 
ny and  the  publick  service,  before  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Congress  ;  and  are,  with  the  greatest  respect.  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  servants, 

G.  iMason,  John  Carlyle, 

John  Dalton,     John  Muir, 
Wm.  Ramsay,      James  Kirk, 
Committee  of  Correspondence  fur  Fairfax  County. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Congress  in  Philadelphia. 

M'.lliamsbui-sli,  November  23,  177:.. 

Mr.  Purdie:  Permit  a  farmer,  more  versed  in  matters 
of  husbandry  than  politicks,  but  anxious  for  the  success  of 
America,  in  the  present  contest  wilh  Great  Britain,  to  lay 
before  the  publick  some  plain  ob-ervations  relating  to  our 
commercial  o|iposition.  We  have  seen  the  non-importation 
agreement  zealously  supported,  and  generally  submitted  to. 
The  non-exportation  has  now  taken  jilace,  and  demands 
our  vigilant  attention.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  mea- 
sure, success  is  almost  certain.  In  war,  tlie  event  is  doubt- 
ful ;  and  the  measure,  however  just,  to  he  lamented  by  the 
friends  of  humanity  and  their  cou.itry.  It  has  been  shown, 
it  can  be  demonstrated,  that  the  direct  and  circuitous  com- 
merce of  Britain  with  her  Colonies  amounts  to  more  than 
a  third  of  her  whole  trade.  Deprive  her  of  this  great  and 
constant  stream  of  wealth,  and  you  hazard  her  bankruptcy. 
No  country  upon  earth  c;\n,  at  this  tin)e,  furnish  the  ma- 
teiials  Great  Britain  used  to  draw  from  her  Colonies,  and 
which  aHiirded  such  ample  employment  for  her  ingenious 
artists.  Where  can  she  suddenly  find  a  vent  for  the  lar^ie 
(]uantities  of  manufactures  America  used  to  consume  ?  New 
channels  of  commerce  are  not  hastily  ojiened.  In  this 
operation,  other  States,  now  in  possession  of  the  business, 
must  be  supplanted.  In  her  American  trade,  Britain  stood 
alone  and  unrivalled.  For  many  years  past,  great  ))art  ol' 
Europt  has  depended  on  America  for  bread.    Ireland  has 
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been  greatly  beholden  to  her,  and  Cirtal  JJritain  not  a  lit- 
tle. 1  would  not  bu  understood  to  insinuate  that  Great 
Britain  does  not  produce  griiiii  enough  for  her  own  use. 
I  know  that  generally  she  doth,  and  to  spaie ;  but  it  is  well 
known,  that,  lor  a  number  of  years  past,  Britain  hath  not 
yielded  her  usual  abundance,  or  Ibieign  demand  has  been 
so  great  as  to  encourage  large  ex  pons  ;  otherwise  the  price 
of  wheat  would  not,  communiljiis  anni.i,  Huctuate  between 
five  shillings  and  six  pence  and  eight  shillings  per  bushel, 
and  sometimes,  in  |)articidar  counties,  higher.  In  the  best 
years,  liritain  does  not  jiroduce  more  grain  than  sufficient 
to  feed  her  inhabitants  fifteen  or  sixteen  months,  and  in 
unfavourable  years,  she  has  little  or  none  to  s))are.  Sup- 
pose, then,  a  total  stop  o{  American  w  heat  and  llour.  What 
will  probably  be  the  consequence  ?  The  probable  conse- 
quence will  be,  an  increased  demand  for  those  articles  in 
the  different  markets  of  Enrupe ;  the  increased  demand 
creates  competition  ;  competition  raises  the  price,  (already 
the  subject  of  complaint,)  bread  being  extravagantly  dear, 
trade  languishing,  and  a  number  of  hands  are  idle  for  want 
of  the  employment  afforded  by  the  American  commerce. 
Discontent,  clamoui-,  and  coniJiiotion  will  ensue.  These 
consequences  naturally  beget  each  other,  and  will  inevita- 
bly happen,  if  the  American  [iroduce  is  ke()i  from  market 
six  months.  1  bring  not  under  consideration  the  conse- 
quence of  this  measure  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  fVest- 
India  Islands,  whose  existence  as  a  people  depends  upon 
supplies  from  the  Continent,  and  in  whose  prosperity  Z/rt- 
tain  is  deeply  interested.  Had  the  last  proved  a  bad  year 
of  harvest  in  Europe,  the  consideration,  under  a  stop  of 
American  exports,  would  be  truly  afflicting  to  every  bene- 
volent mind.  As,  therefore,  so  much  depends  on  our  keep- 
ing the  American  produce  from  market,  let  us  show  we 
have  the  virtue  to  make  the  sacrifice,  and  decline  selling 
our  commodities,  unless  for  internal  consumption  ;  but,  lest 
there  should  be  among  us  those  who,  preferring  private  in- 
terest to  publick  good,  shall  dispose  of  their  provisions  to 
enterprising  traders,  the  Committees  of  the  several  Coun- 
ties and  Corporations  should  exert  their  authoiity  in  pre- 
venting such  practices,  by  prohibiting  any  of  these  articles 
from  being  water-borne,  which  will  efiectually  suppress  the 
mischief.  In  this  measure,  however,  the  confederated  Co- 
lonies should  act  in  concert;  for  which  purpose  something 
of  the  sort  should  come  I'ecommended  from  the  Congress, 
if  the  Delegates  think  the  temper  of  ihcir  constituents  will 
bear  the  restriction  ;  otherwise,  it  would  be  paitial,  injurious, 
and  ineffectual. 


JOHN    ADAMS   TO   JAMES    OTIS. 

PhiUidclphia,  November  23,  1775. 

Siu:  I  had  the  honour  of  your  letter  of  iVoticmAe/- 1 1th, 
by  express,  and  am  very  sorry  to  learn  that  any  dif!erence 
of  sentiment  has  arisen  between  the  two  honourable  Houses 
respecting  tlie  militia  bill,  as  it  is  so  necessary,  at  this  criti- 
cal moment,  for  the  publick  service. 

If  I  was  of  opinion  that  any  resolution  of  the  Congress, 
now  in  force,  was  against  the  claim  of  the  honourable 
House,  as  the  honourable  Board  have  proposed  that  we 
should  lay  the  question  before  Congress,  1  should  think  it 
my  duty  to  do  it.  But  it  appears  to  me  that,  supposing 
the  two  resolutions  to  clash,  the  last  ought  to  be  considered 
as  binding  ;  and  as,  by  this,  it  is  left  in  the  "  discretion  of 
the  Assembly  either  to  adopt  the  foregoing  resolutions,  in 
the  whole  or  in  part,  or  to  continue  their  former,  as  they,  on 
consideration  of  all  circumstances,  shall  think  fit,"  I  think 
it  plain  that  the  houourable  Board  may  com|)ly  with  the 
desire  of  the  honourable  House,  if,  in  their  discretion,  they 
think  fit.  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  it 
is  unnecessary  to  lay  this  matter  before  Congress,  as  they 
have  lately  advised  the  Colonies  o(  New- Hampshire  and 
one  more,  if  they  think  necessary,  to  establish  such  forms 
of  Government  as  they  shall  judge  best  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  happiness  of  the  people.  Beside?,  the  Congress 
are  so  pressed  with  business,  and  engaged  upon  questions 
of  greater  moment,  that  I  should  be  unwilling,  unless  in  a 
case  of  absolute  necessity,  to  interi'upt  them  by  a  question 
of  this  kind,  not  to  mention  that  I  would  not  wish  to  make 
known  so  publickly  and  extensively  that  a  controversy  had 
so  soon  arisen  between  the  branches  of  our  new  Govern- 
ment.     1   have   had   frequent  consultations  witli  my  col- 


leagues, since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  upon  this  subject ; 
but,  as  we  are  not  unanimous,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  write 
my  private  sentiments  as  so(jn  as  jiossible.  if  either  of 
my  colleagues  shall  think  fit  to  i)ropose  the  question  to 
Congress,  1  shall  there  give  my  candid  opinion,  as  1  have 
done  to  you. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect  to  the  hon- 
ourable Board,  Sir,  )our  most  obedient  and  very  luunble 

servant,  ,  » 

John  Adams. 

The  Hon.  James  Oiis,  Esfj. 

SAMUKI.   ADAMS   TO  JAMES   OTIS. 

I'hilddetpfiia,  November  i3,  177j. 

Sir:  Having  very  maturely  considered  your  letter  of 
the  11th  of  November,  written  in  the  name  and  by  order 
of  the  honourable  the  Council  of  31assachusctts-Bay,  and 
directed  to  tlie  Delegates  of  that  Colony,  I  beg  leave  to 
otier  it  as  my  o|jinion,  that  the  resolve  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  9th  o(  Juli/  last,  must  be  superseded  by  the  subse- 
quent resolve  of  the  Bih  o(  July  following,  so  far  as  they 
a]ipear  to  militate  with  each  other.  By  the  last  of  the^e 
resolves,  the  C'onventions  or  Assemblies  of  the  several 
Colonies,  annually  elective,  are,  at  their  discretion,  either 
to  adopt  the  method  therein  pointed  out,  for  the  legu- 
lation  of  their  militia,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  or  to  con- 
tinue their  former  regulations,  as  they,  on  consideration  of 
all  circumstances,  shall  think  fit.  It  therelijre  seems  to 
me  manifest  that  the  honourable  Council  are  under  no  re- 
straint from  yielding  to  the  honourable  House  a  voice  with 
them  in  the  choice  of  the  militia  officers  in  the  Colony.  I 
am  prevailed  upon  to  believe  that  this  is  the  sense  of  the 
Congress,  because  they  have  lately  recommended  it  to  the 
Colony  of  New-JIamps/iire  to  set  up  and  exercise  Govern- 
ment in  such  form  as  they  shall  judge  to  be  most  condu- 
cive to  the  promotion  of  peace  and  good  order  among 
themselves,  without  laying  them  under  restrictions  of  any 
kind. 

As  the  honourable  Board  have  been  pleased  to  direct  us 
to  give  our  opinions,  with  or  without  consulting  our  breth- 
ren of  the  (Jongress,  1  hope  I  shall  be  justified,  after  having 
conferred  with  my  colleagues  on  the  subject,  in  declining, 
on  my  part,  to  have  the  matter  laid  before  Congress,  for 
reasons  which  were  of  weight  in  my  mind  ;  and,  indeed, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Congress  would  not  choose  to 
take  any  order  of  that  kind,  they  having  divers  times  of 
late  declined  to  determine  on  matters  which  concerned  the 
internal  police  of  individuals  of  the  United  Colonics.  It 
is  my  most  ardent  wish  that  a  cordial  agreement  between 
the  two  Houses  may  ever  subsist,  more  especially  in  the 
establishment  of  the  militia,  upon  which  the  safety  of  the 
Colony  so  greatly  depends. 

I  am,  w-ith  all  due  regards 
Sir,  your  most  humble  servant 


the  honourable  Council 
Samuel  Adams. 


THE   MONITOR,    NO.    HI. 

New-York,  November  L'3,  1775. 

So  "reat  is  the  infirmity  of  the  himian  mind,  that,  even 
in  matters  of  the  most  intimate  concern,  men  are  extremely 
apt  to  forget  circumstances  of  the  greatest  moment  tow'ards 
the  due  legulaiion  of  their  judgment  and  conduct,  or, at  best, 
to  retain  too  faint  and  confused  a  remembrance  of  them 
fully  to  answer  that  valuable  end,  their  minds  being  distract- 
ed with  the  multiplicity  of  interesting  occiurences  that  con- 
stantly crowd  upon  their  attention,  from  w  hence  it  becomes 
necessary  frequently  to  refresh  their  memories,  in  order  to 
keep  them  steady  to  their  purposes,  and  uniform  in  their 
sentiments  and  practices.  1  shall,  therefore,  dedicate  this 
paper  to  a  compendious  review  of  those  events  w  hich  have 
brought  us  to  a  crisis  big  with  the  most  important  conse- 
quences to  the  future  existence  of  this  immeasurable  Con- 
tinent. 

It  is  customary,  when  one  set  of  men  or  one  society,  in 
the  prosecution  of  their  ambition  or  avarice,  have  adopted 
the  intention  to  usurp  the  rights  and  annifiilate  the  privi- 
leges of  another,  sedulously  to  seek  out  some  pretext  for 
the  imputation  of  a  crime  on  the  devoted  victims,  by  which 
they  may  seem  to  have  forfeited  their  lights,  and  their 
spoilers  may  at  least  give  a  colour  of  justice  to  their 
jM-oceeilings.     But  the  Parliament  of  Britain,  bolder  in 
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iniquity,  and  inebiiated  with  loo  copious  ilrauglits  of  their 
own  fancied  omnipotence,  disdained  to  cloak  their  project- 
ed peculation  by  any  plausible  artifices  or  specious  appear- 
ances whatever;  leaping  all  the  bounds  of  decency  at 
once,  without  even  the  slightest  surmise  of  guilt  or  demerit 
on  our  part,  immediately  alter  the  most  express  acknow- 
ledgments of  our  atFectionate  zeal  and  generosity,  they 
proudly  proclaimed  themselves  our  masters,  the  absolute 
disposers  of  our  lives  and  properties,  and  attempted,  at  a 
single  blow,  to  tumble  us  from  the  exalted  station  of  free- 
men down  to  the  low  level  of  vassals  and  slaves. 

The  idea  of  raising  a  revenue  on  the  Colonies  by  Par- 
liamentary grants,  was  first  conceived  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  that  sagacious  financier,  Mr.  G'rcnvtllc,  and  was 
given  birth  to  by  an  act  of  the  fourth  of  George  III,  im- 
))osing  certain  duties,  as  the  prciimble  recites,  for  "  impro- 
ving the  revenue  of  the  Kingdom,  and  fur  exlending  and 
securing  the  navigation  and  commerce  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  His  Majesty's  Dominions  in  America.^'  The 
language  of  this  act  was  novel,  and  ils  principle  dangerous 
in  the  extremest  degree ;  but  as  men  had  been  habituated 
to  regard  the  power  of  superintending  and  regulating  the 
trade  of  the  Empire  as  resident  in  the  Parliament,  these 
impositions,  which  were  a  real  deviation,  partly  concealed 
themselves  under  the  covert  of  common  and  familiar  no- 
tions, and  did  not  give  such  immediate  alarm  as  the  nature 
of  them  in  reality  required.  The  publick  attention,  too, 
was  jjresenlly  engrossed  and  diverted  from  the  former,  by 
ihat  subsequent  and  n)ore  flagrant  symi)lom  of  an  usurped 
authority — the  Stamp  Act — amid  the  terronr  of  which, 
lesser  grievances  weie  forgotten  or  overlooked. 

This  act  was  passed  shortly  after,  and  was  so  obvious  in 
ils  principle, and  so  burdensome  in  its  exactions,  tliat  it  forci- 
bly struck  the  imagination  of  every  man,  and  inflamed  every 
breast  with  a  desire  of  opposition.  It  was  easily  perceived 
that  a  resolution  had  been  taken  to  leave  the  inhabitants  of 
these  Colonies  not  even  the  shadow  of  liberty.  The  preface 
runs  thus:  "  Whereas,  by  an  act  made  in  llie  last  session  of 
Parliament,  several  duties  were  granted,  appropriated,  and 
continued,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  defending,  pro- 
tecting, and  securing  the  British  Colonies  and  Plantations 
in  America ;  and  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  provision  be 
made  for  raising  a  further  revenue,  within  your  Majesty's 
Dominions  in  America,  towards  defiaying  the  said  ex- 
penses: we,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  have  resolved  to 
give  and  grant  unto  your  Majesty  the  several  rates  and 
duties  heieinafter  mentioned."  These  rates  and  duties 
were  so  numerous  and  exorbitant,  that  the  anxiety  of  the 
Colonists  was  stimulated,  as  well  by  the  apprehension  of 
being  overburdened  and  exhausted  for  the  present,  as  by 
the  deplorable  prospect  of  losing  all  the  I'elicilous  advan- 
tages of  freedom  for  the  future.  In  fact,  these  Colonies 
are  not  yet  advanced  to  that  state  of  maturily  and  peifec- 
lion  to  be  capable  of  supporting  any  considerable  weight  of 
taxes,  especially  in  the  present  confined  state  of  their  com- 
merce, and  woidd  have  been  much  drained  and  impover- 
ished by  the  constant  efflux  of  their  little  stock  through 
such  various  and  extended  channels. 

The  magnanimous  resistance  of  the  Americans,  on  this 
occasion,  deserves  the  highest  acclamations  of  mankind, 
and  the  warmest  gratitude  of  posterity.  They  sent  up  ihe 
most  respectful  petitions  to  the  Throne  ;  but,  like  wise 
inen,  knowing  that  intentional  injuries  and  oppressions  are 
not  to  be  eluded  or  balHed  by  the  f(;eble  (brce  of  suppli- 
catory addresses  lo  the  justice  and  humanity  of  those  from 
whom  the  evils  flow,  they  corroborated  their  entreaties,  by 
a  suspension  of  those  commercial  l)enefits  on  which  the  in- 
terests of /i/-i(«/«  so  much  depend.  The  Minisliy,  little 
|)repared  for  such  an  event,  were  confounded  and  abashed. 
They  were  obliged,  though  with  all  the  reluclaiice  and 
chagrin  of  disappointed  avarice,  to  recede  (iom  their  dar- 
ling scheme,  and,  with  an  awkward  grace,  instead  of  ad- 
mitting the  justice  and  pro|)riety  of  our  com[)laints,  which 
must  have  restrained  their  future  sallies,  diey  founded  a 
repeal  of  the  act  solely  upon  the  principle  of  inexpedi- 
ence,  because  "  the  continuance  of  it  would  be  attended 
with  many  inconveniences,  and  might  be  productive  of 
consequences  greatly  deirimeutal  to  the  comniercial  inte- 
rests of  the  Kingdoms."* 

•See  Olh  of  George  III,  C'hapltr  xi. 


But  to  give  us  the  fullest  conviction  that  Parliament  in- 
tended not  to  resign  any  part  of  her  claims  in  our  favour, 
the  famous  declaratory  act  was  passed  immediately  upon 
the  back  of  the  repeal,  expressly  asserting,  that  "several 
of  the  Houses  of  Representatives  in  His  Majesty's  Colo- 
nies and  Plantations  in  America  had  of  late,  against  law, 
claimed  to  themselves,  or  to  the  General  Assemblies  of  the 
same,  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  imposing  duties  and 
taxes,  upon  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  said  Colonies  and 
Plantations,  &:c. ;  and  that  the  King  in  Parliament  had, 
and  of  right  ought  to  have,  full  power  and  authority  to 
make  laws  and  statutes  of  buflicient  force  and  validity  to 
bind  the  Colonies  and  peojjle  ui  America  in  all  cases  what- 
soever.*" 

The  claim  tieemed  exceptionable  by  this  act  is  an  ex- 
clusive light  of  taxation  to  our  General  Assemblies,  which 
is  said  to  be  "  against  law,"  "  derogatory  to  the  legislative 
authority  of  Parliament,  and  inconsistent  with  the  depen- 
dency of  the  Colonies  on  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain;" 
and  in  consequence  thereof,  it  is  rejected  in  the  must  per- 
emptory terms,  by  a  declaration  of  Parliamentary  right  to 
bind  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

What  is  the  most  natural  construction  that  ought  to  Le 
put  upon  this  claim  of  unlimited  domination  :  If  there  was 
no  design  to  exercise  it,  where  was  the  policy  of  holding  it 
out,  as  it  were,  in  terrorem  to  the  people  of  America  !  Wiiy 
so  inflexibly  tenacious  of  an  abstract  ineflicient  right,  never 
intended  to  be  made  use  of,  as  some  men  preposterously 
affect  to  consider  it  ?  At  a  time  when  the  deepest  jealous- 
ies and  discontents  had  been  fomented,  would  it  not  have 
been  |)rudent  and  |)olitick  to  have  maintained  a  profound 
silence  concerning  such  tremendous  pretensions,  which  must 
necessarily  keep  up  a  suspicious,  apprehensive,  and  dissa- 
tisfied temper  in  the  Colonies?  It  is  evident  this  act  was 
designed  as  a  publick  testimony  against  the  exemption  de- 
manded by  us  from  the  taxing  power  assumed  by  the  Bri- 
tish Legislature,  with  a  view  to  some  future  exertions  of 
it;  and  if  we  could  have  entertained  any  doubt  of  this  at 
first,  the  succeeding  statute,  eiiaeled  in  the  7lh  of  George 
111,  must  be  regarded  as  a  clear  and  unambiguous  solution 
of  it. 

"  Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  a  revenue  should  be  raised 
in  your  Majesl)  's  Dominions  in  America,  for  making  a  more 
certain  and  adequate  provision  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
administration  of  justice,  and  the  support  of  civil  Govern- 
ment, and  towards  further  defraying  the  expenses  of  de- 
fending, protecting,  and  securing  the  said  Dominions:  we 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  have  resolved  to  give  ami 
grant,"  8ic.  This  is  the  beginning  of  the  act  imposing 
duties  on  red  and  white  lead,  painters'  colours,  teas,  and 
paper,  where  the  pernicious  principle  of  taxation  which 
pervades  the  two  former  is  equally  predominant.  The  pur- 
pose of  raising  an  American  revenue,  or,  u  Inch  is  perfectly 
the  same  thing,  of  taxing  us,  is  open  and  avowed.  All 
that  perplexity  and  obscurity  in  which  the  minds  of  some 
men  seem  to  be  involved  respecting  the  true  nature  of  this 
act,  is  the  result  either  of  extreme  ignorance  or  of  extreme 
hypocrisy.  It  needs  no  comment,  but  exi)lains  itself.  It 
is  confessedly  designed  to  raise  a  revenue;  and  every  im- 
position for  ihal  purpose,  whether  port  duty,  excise,  poll- 
tax,  or  land-lax,  is  equally  lo  be  ranked  under  the  general 
head  of  taxes,  and  is  consiantly  and  familiarly  mentioned 
as  such  by  all  histoiians  and  political  writers. 

Administration  expecled,  that  by  varying  the  mode  and 
making  it  less  offensive,  by  being  less  cumbrous  and  more 
remote  in  its  operation,  we  might  be  unwarily  detached 
from  a  punctual  adherence  to  principles,  and  might,  in  that 
way,  be  gradually  brought  to  submit  to  taxation  in  its  full- 
est latitude.  But  we  weie  more  clear-sighted  and  cau- 
tious than  was  supposed.  \Ve  viewed  the  act  in  its  projier 
colours,  and  opposed  it  with  suitable  vigour,  firmness,  and 
s()iiit.  The  expedient  employed  on  the  preceding  occa- 
sion was  again  revived  ;  our  iuqiorts  ceased,  and  redress 
in  pan  attended  it.  Had  we  still  discontinued  them,  it  is 
possible  we  might  have  been  completely  successful,  and  by 
improving  a  favourable  conjunciure  might  have  obtained  a 
satisfactory  and  permanent  adjustment  of  the  dispute. 

In  the  partial  revocation  of  this  act,  the  ground  ofinex- 
pedionce  i>  still  maintained,  and  the  claim  and  exercise  of 
taxation   still    preseived.      The   duties   on   all   the  articles 
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except  tea,  were  witlidiawn ;  because  "  the  said  duties,  in  so 
far  as  tliey  afiect  the  produce  and  manufacture  of  Great 
Biiiain,  lend  to  the  prejudice  and  discouragement  thereof, 
and  are,  therefore,  contrary  to  the  tiiie  principles  of  com- 
Dierce."  This  reason  did  not  extend  to  tiie  article  of  lea, 
which  is  a  forei>;n  production  ;  and  therefore  it  was  re- 
solved to  reserve  the  duty  upon  that,  as  an  indication  that 
tlie  others  were  not  repealed  with  any  design  to  forego  the 
arrogated  right  of  taxing  us,  hut  with  a  view  to  some 
linther  more  insidious  attempts  upon  our  liberties. 

The  progressive  evolutions  of  this  execrable  scheme  shall 
be  traced  in  my  next  paper.  In  the  mean  lime,  suffice  it 
to  observe,  that  one  soul  animates  these  and  every  succes- 
sive act  of  Administration — a  desire  to  enslave  this  Coinitry, 
and  eat  up  the  fruits  of  ou:  industry  in  an  endless  train  of 
taxes.  

COMMITTEE  Ol-'    CONGRCSS  TO  JOHN    HANCOCK,  PRESIDENT. 
AlUiny,  XovcmbLT  ^>3,  1775. 

Sm :  We  arrived  the  IGtli,  in  the  evening,  al  New- 
lliiulsor,  having  been  detained  jiart  of  a  day  by  Baird. 
The  morning  following  we  rowed  down  the  river  about 
eight  miles,  to  the  fortress  in  the  Highlands,  where  ue  spent 
the  day  in  making  such  observations  as  we  thought  would 
be  of  most  use  to  the  Congress,  and  wish  our  lime  would 
have  permitted  us  to  render  thejn  more  perfect,  without  in- 
lerfering  with  the  other  commissicjns  with  which  we  have 
been  honoured. 

We  found  the  fortress  in  the  care  of  Messrs.  Btdlotc, 
(iicncll,  and  Laicratcc,  whom  the  Convention  of  JNtic- 
}'ciW.-had  a|)pointed  Commissioners  to  superintend  thework, 
which  was  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Romans, 
agreeable  to  his  plan  presented  to  the  Congress. 

The  garrison  consisted  of  one  hundred  men,  being  the  re- 
mainder of  tw'o  Companies  from  which  draughts  were  made 
to  complete  those  that  were  sent  uj)  to  the  northward  while 
they  continued  recruiting  ;  exclusive  of  these,  there  were 
al  the  fortress  twenty-seven  carpenters,  sixteen  masons,  two 
smiths,  and  fifty-nine  labourers,  a  clerk,  and  a  steward. 

We  must  own  that  we  found  the  fort  in  a  less  defensible 
situation  than  we  had  reason  to  exjject,  owing  chieHy  to 
an  injudicious  disposition  of  the  labour,  which  has  hitherto 
been  bestowed  on  the  barracks,  the  block-house,  and  the 
southwest  curtain.  This  Mr.  liomans  assured  us  would  be 
finished  in  a  week,  and  would  mount  fourteen  cannon  ;  but, 
when  completed,  we  consider  as  very  insulHcient  in  itself 
to  answer  the  purpose  of  defence,  though  it  is  doubtless 
necessary  to  render  the  whole  fortification  |)erfect ;  but  as 
it  is  the  least  useful,  we  think  it  should  have  been  last  fin- 
ished ;  it  does  not  command  the  reach  to  the  southward,  nor 
can  it  injure  a  vessel  turning  the  //  est  Point ;  and  after  she 
has  got  round,  a  small  breeze  or  even  the  tide,  will  enable 
a  ship  to  pass  the  curtain  in  a  few  minutes.  The  princijial 
strength  of  the  fortress  will  consist  in  the  south  bastion,  on 
which  no  labour  has  as  yet  been  bestowed  ;  a  vessel  turn- 
ing tiie  point  is  immediately  ex|5osed  to  its  fire.  The 
jjlalform  of  this  will  be  raised  fifty-seven  feet  above  high 
water  mark,  when  completed,  which  gives  it  an  elevation 
(;f  about  eleven  degrees  above  the  guns  of  a  vessel  at  the 
H'cst  Point,  supposing  she  carries  them  twelve  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  water,  according  to  Mr.  Ruiitans's  account. 
( )n  this  bastion  it  is  proposed  to  mount  eleven  heavy  can- 
non. The  block-house  is  finished,  and  has  six  four-pound- 
ers mounted  in  it,  and  is  at  present  the  only  strength  of  the 
f  irtress.  I'lie  b.u'racks  consist  of  fourteen  rooms,  each  of 
wiiich  may  contain  thirty  men;  but  they  are  not  _\  ct  com- 
pleted, fur  want  of  biicks  with  which  to  run  up  tlie  cliim- 

Tlie  foitress  is  unfortunately  commanded  by  all  the  ^rouiuls 
about  it,  and  is  much  exposed  to  an  attack  by  land  ;  but  the 
most  obvious  defect  is,  that  the  grounds  on  the  H'cst  Point 
are  higher  than  the  foitress,  behind  which  point  an  enemy 
niav  land  without  the  least  danger.  In  oriler  to  render  the 
pas's  impassable,  it  seems  necessary  that  this  jilace  should 
be  occupied,  and  batteries  thrown  up  on  the  opposite  shore, 
where  they  may  be  erected  with  little  expense,  as  the  earth 
is  said  to  be  pretty  free  from  stone.  This  v\ill  indeed  ren- 
der our  work  very  expensive  ;  but  we  fear  nothing  short  of 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  avail  us  of  the  winding  of  the  river. 
.Mr.  RoiiKiiis  informs  us  of  a  ]i!ace,  about  four  miles  lower 


down  the  river,  which  is  free  from  the  inconveniency  we 
have  mentioned,  and  where  the  elevation  is  much  greater. 
Had  we  had  more  time,  we  should  have  gone  and  exam- 
ined it. 

We  would  submit  to  the  Congress  whether  it  may  not 
be  proper  to  send  some  persons,  better  versed  in  those  mat- 
teis  than  we  are,  to  take  an  accurate  survey  of  the  High- 
lands, and  to  pitch  on  those  spots  on  which  batteries  may 
be  most  cheaply,  expeditiously,  and  advantageously  raised. 

We  found  at  the  fortress,  eight  nine- pounders  and  six 
carriages;  forty-two  six-pounders,  and  eighteen  carriages  ; 
sixteen  four-pounders  and  four  carriages  ;  five  three-pound- 
ers, one  hundred  and  one  nine-pound  shot,  one  hundred 
and  eighty  six-pound  shot,  one  hundred  and  forty  four-pound 
shot,  forty-three  double  headed  six-pound  shot,  nineteen 
double  headeil  four-jjound  shot;  cannon  cartridges:  four 
lumdred  of  nine-pound,  four  hundred  of  six-pound,  eighty- 
eight  of  four-pound  ;  one  hin)dred  and  eighty-five  pounds  of 
match;  one  hundred  ])ounds  of  musket  balls;  one  lumdred 
pounds  of  grape  shot ;  one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  of 
powder. 

These  are  all  the  particulars  which  our  short  stay  al  the 
fort  enabled  us  to  collect.  We  offer  our  own  sentiments,  in 
matters  with  which  we  are  so  little  acquainted,  with  the 
greatest  diffidence,  and  submit  them  implicitly  to  the  Con- 
gress;  but  cannot  help  wishing,  when  we  consider  the  im- 
portance of  the  object,  that  they  would  take  the  opinion 
of  those  who  are  capable  of  giving  them  more  useful  infor- 
mation. 

AVe  congratulate  you  and  the  Congress  in  the  happy 
success  of  oui  arms;  and  remain,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  and  their  must  obedient  himible  servants, 

Robert  R.  Livingston, 
RoRERT  Treat  Paine, 
John  Langdon. 

P.  S.  We  projiose  to  set  out  to-morrow  lor  Ticomhroga. 


WILLIAM    WATSON    TO    STEPHEN    MOVLAN. 

I'lymoutli,  Novembur  i3,  177.'). 

Silt:  Your  favours  of  the  16th  and  17th  instant  caaie 
to  hand  ;  that  of  the  16th,  directing  me  to  deliver  to  Charks 
Cojfin,  fee,  their  bedding  and  wearing  apparel,  shall  be 
punctually  complied  with.  //  liite  only  has  as  yet  applied.  I 
shall  lake  every  necessary  precaution  before  I  deli\er  any 
article  to  them.  1  have  received  the  seven  half  joes  of 
Captain  Coit,  and  shall  add  them  to  the  sales  of  the  cai'go. 
and  shall,  when  completed,  forward  the  accounts  to  Ins 
Excellency  Geneial  Washington. 

You  are  jdeased  to  ask  my  opinion  relative  to  giving 
prisoners  the  cash  found  in  their  pockets.  It  reallv  ap- 
pears to  me  that  there  can  be  no  general  rule  eslabiislied 
for  this  matter.  Circumstances  may  make  that  mode  of  con- 
duct proper,  which,  admitting  other  circumstances,  would 
be  very  injurious  to  the  publick  interest ;  add  to  this  the  un- 
certainty whether  the  cash  found  in  the  jiockets  of  prison- 
ers belongs  to  themselves  or  to  the  cargoes.  His  Excel- 
lency can,  if  he  thinks  proper,  j-efer  matters  of  this  nature 
to  Committees  of  Fns])ection,  who  will  be  most  likely  to 
come  at  circumstances. 

Captain  Coit  has  harl  much  difficulty,  and  has  been 
greatly  jierplexed  wiih  an  uneasy  set  of  fellows,  who  have 
got  soured  by  the  severity  of  the  season,  and  are  longing 
for  the  leeks  and  onions  of  Connecticut.  He  has,  through 
his  diliicnliies,  conducted  well  :  I  think  no  man  could  have 
managed  better.  He.  with  Captain  MartimlaJe,  sailed  this 
morning,  and  are  now  out  of  sight.  It  is  fine  weather,  and 
1  hope  soon  to  be  able  in  some  measure  to  alleviate  his 
Excellency's  anxiety  respecting  them,  by  giving  him  some 
good  accounts  of  their  success.  Captain  Coit  has  got  some 
men  from  these  parts,  who  are  pilots,  and  can  take  charge 
of  any  prizes  he  may  take.  The  severe  cold  weather  has 
very  much  retanled  our  getting  these  vessels  to  sea,  but  it 
is  a  consolation  to  think  that  this  same  severe  weather  has 
put  back  supplies  from  England,  and  that  we  are  as  likely 
to  meet  with  them  now  as  if  we  had  sailed  a  fonnight 
sooner. 


1  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  serv;int, 

William  Watson. 

Stephen  Mi'jhin,  I'.sq. 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE  COMMITTEE    OF   SAFETY. 

In  Committee  of  Sifety  at  Portsmoutli,  November  23,  17To. 

Tliis  may  certity  that  Mr.  John  Slavers  lias  been  before 
us;  declared  tliat  he  beheved  the  late  acts  of  the  British 
Parliament,  complained  of  by  \he  Anitricaiis,lo  be  uncon- 
stitutional and  unjust ;  and  that  he  was  determined,  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power,  to  op])o?e  them,  and  join  with  the 
people  of  this  Colony  in  defending  themselves  a:;ainst 
their  now  declared  enemies,  or  words  to  the  hke  purpose. 
Therefore,  this  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  he  ought  not 
to  be  molested  or  hindered  from  his  business  by  any  per- 
son, on  suspicion  of  his  bein;;  unfriendly  to  the  Anurican 
cause,  unless  his  future  comluct  should  give  occasion 
therefor.  

ADDRESS    OF  THE  TOWN   OF   AXBRIUOE. 

.\ddres3  of  the  Recorder,  Alderman,  Burgesses,  and 
principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Acbridge,  in  the 
County  of  Somerset,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Thomas 
Hotchkin,  Esq.,  Recorder  of  the  said  Town. 
The  dutiful  Address  of  the  Recorder,  Alderman,  Bur- 
gesses, and  principal  Inhnliitanis  of  the  Town  oj   Ax- 

BRiDCE,  i«  the  County  o/' Somerset. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

At  a  time  when  we  think  every  individual  who  has  en- 
joyed the  liappinessof  your  Majesty's  paternal  care  shouki 
stand  forth  in  vindication  of  those  measures  which,  we  doubt 
not,  are  the  result  of  sound  and  good  policy,  however  mis- 
represented by  wicked,  designing,  and  factious  men,  re- 
ceive. Sire,  this  dutiful  Address  of  your  Majesty's  ancient 
and  loyal  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  Aibridge,  who 
lament,  even  unto  sadness,  that,  at  a  tiiue  when  the  success 
of  your  Majesty's  arms  had  gained,  and  the  wisdom  of  your 
Councils  had  taught  us  to  look  up  to  the  blessings  of  a  long 
and  lasting  peace,  a  set  of  fratricides  should  have  arisen  up 
among  your  own  people,  who  wish  to  destroy  that  happi- 
ness of  which  they  cannot  partake  ;  men,  whose  circum- 
stances being  wretched,  whose  expectations  still  worse,  hope 
to  gain,  from  anarchy  and  confusion,  that  relief  which  de- 
cency and  order  never  can  afford  them. 

The  conduct  of  your  Majesty's  American  subjects  is 
painful  to  the  feelings  of  the  human  heart;  that  those  who 
ought  to  have  been  the  first  to  have  stood  forth  to  vindicate 
the  honour  of  your  Majesty's  crown,  and  the  happiness  of 
their  fellow-subjects  in  Great  Britain,  should,  wantonly  and 
unprovoked,  exert  the  first  efforts  of  their  strength  to  wound 
the  breast  which  warmed  them  into  the  power  to  hurt,  is 
an  extreme  of  wickedness  unknown  to  past  times  and 
Countries. 

Sensible  of  the  blessings  we  have  ourselves  enjoyed  under 
your  Majesty's  most  excellent  Covernment,  trusting  that 
our  posterity  may  be  as  hajipy  and  blessed  in  your  royal 
descendants  as  we  have  been  in  you,  may  it  please  your 
Majesty  to  be  assured  of  our  inviolable  atlachiuent  and 
loyalty  to  your  person  and  family,  and  to  our  present  Con- 
stitution, both  in  church  and  state  ;  for  the  support  of  which 
we  will  most  cheerfully  contribute  every  assistance  in  our 
power,  conscious  that  whatever  we  may  advance  will  he 
received  as  humble  dews  from  the  earlii,  and  returned  in 
showers  of  plenty  and  increase. 

We  are,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  your  Majesty's 
ever  dutiful  subjects. 

VIRCl.MA   COMMITTEE    OF  SAKETV. 

A  Declakatio.n. 
Whereas  divers  reports  have  been  propagated,  that  the 
Army  destined  to  guard  and  protect  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Counties  of  Norfolk  and  Pri7icess  Anne,  and  the  parts  ad- 
jacent, were  empowered  and  directed  to  destroy  the  houses 
and  properties  of  particular  persons  in  some  of  the  Towns 
in  those  parts,  who  have  been  justly  alarmed  by  such  false 
and  malicious  reports:  In  oider,  therefore,  to  do  justice 
to  the  publick  in  general,  and  to  satisfy  all  private  persons 
in  particular,  the  Committee  of  Safety  think  it  necessary 
to  declare,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  the  ahovemen- 
lioned  reports  have  been  ]iropagated  without  havini;  the 
least  foundation  in  truth,  it  having  been  determined,  and 
the  Army  aforesaid  being  instructed,  particularly  to  support 


and   protect  the   persons  and   properties  of  all   fiiends  to 
America,  and  not  wantonly  to  damage  or  destroy  the  pro- 
])erty  of  any  person  whatsoever. 
By  order  of  the  Committee: 

Edmund  Pendleton,  President. 

November '21,  177."). 

FREDERlCli   COL  NTY  (mARYLANd)  COMMITTEE   TO  THE    PRE- 
SIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 
[Read  December  1,  1775.] 
Frederick  County,  MaryUnd,  November  24,  1775. 
Sir:   I  am  directed,  by  the  Committee  of  this  County, 
to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the  examinations  o(  Allan  Ca- 
meron, .John  Smith,  John  Connolly,  and  a  letter  to  one  Gib- 
son, hom  Connolly,  and  Lord  Dunmore^s  speech  to  lihitc 
Eyes,  and  proposals  by  Connolly,  to  General  Go^'e,  for  raif- 
ing  an  army  for  the  destruction  of  the  liberties  of  the  Colo- 
nies.     Any  orders  relative  to  the  prisoners  will  be  strictly 
ob'^erved,  the  Committee  and   inhabitants  of  this  County 
being  determined  to  pursue  every  measure  which  the  Con- 
gress may   recommend   to  them  as  necessary  for  the  pre- 
servation of  these  Colonies,  at  this  time  of  iimninent  dan- 
ger. 

I  am,  very  respectfull)'.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 
John  Hanson,  Jun.,  Chairman. 
The  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Es{j.,  President  of  the  Congress. 

In  Comniilteo  Cluimbcr,  Fredericktown,  Maryland,  ) 
November  23,  1775.       ^' 

Allan  Cameron,  Dr.  John  Smith,  and  John  Connolly, 
being  taken  into  custody,  were  brought  before  the  Commit- 
tee, and  the  following  examinations  were  taken. 

Allan  Cameron,  a  native  of  Scotland,  which  he  left  for 
an  affair  of  honour,  and  came  to  Urginia  with  an  inten- 
tion to  purchase  back  lands,  and  intended  to  go  to  Hender- 
son for  that  purpose  ;  but  finding  it  difficidt  to  pass  through 
the  back  coimtiy,  encouraged  by  Lord  Dunmore  and  pro- 
mise of  advancement,  he  agreed  to  accept  a  commission  as 
h'irst  Lieutenant  in  the  Regiment  to  be  raised  by  Colonel 
Connolly. 

Dr.John  Smith,  a  nau\e  of  Scotland,  left  Charles  Coun- 
ty, Maryland,  for  political  reasons,  and  mtended  to  go  to 
the  Mississippi;  but  finding  it  impracticable,  he  returned 
to  Norfolk;  and  being  induced  by  l^ord  Dunmore,  with 
promises  of  preferment,  he  accepted  the  appointment  of 
Surgeon  to  Colonel  Connolly's  Regiment. 

John  Connolly,  a  native  of  Lancaster  Coyinty,  Pennsyl- 
vania, adiuhs  his  letter  to  G ibsnn ,  a  co\)y  being  shown  him. 
He  went,  the  '2.5th  of  July,  from  Fort  Dunmore  to  Lord 
Dunmore,  and  delivered  him  proposals  in  substance  the 
same  with  that  found  in  his  possession,  and  in  his  hand- 
writing. That  he  was  sent  by  Lord  Dunmore  to  General 
Gage,  with  letters  and  his  proposals  to  Gage ;  that  he  left 
Boston  the  I'lth  or  \o{U  of  September,  and  returned  to 
Lord  Dunmore  in  the  middle  of  October ;  that  he  brought 
instructions  from  General  Gage  to  Lord  Dunmore,  who 
granted  him  a  commission  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  com- 
mandant of  a  Regiment  to  be  raised  in  the  back  parts  and 
Canada,  with  powers  to  nominate  officers,  who  were  to  be 
confirmed  by  Lord  Dunmore ;  that  he  is  now  on  his  way 
to  Detroit,  where  he  was  to  meet  his  commission  and  in- 
structions;  tliat  he  left  l>ord  Dunmore  about  ten  days  ago, 
who  had  with  him  one  sloop  of  sixteen  guns,  and  anotlier 
of  eighteen  ;  that  the  ship  in  which  Lord  Dunmore  is  on 
board  is  armed  with  six  or  eight  guns;  that  a  vessel  of 
twenty  guns  is  daily  expected  from  Jamaica ;  that  John 
Smith  never  was  appointed  Surgeon  ;  and  that  he  told 
Smith  if  he  was  the  man  he  represented  himself  to  be,  it 
was  possible  he  would  appoint  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Allan  Cameron  and  John  Con- 
nolly be  kept  in  close  and  safe  custody  until  the  orders  of 
the  Congress  be  known  ;  and  that  the  Chairman  transmit 
co|)ies  of  the  examinations  and  pajiers  to  the  honourable 
the  President  of  the  Congress,  and  to  the  Conventions  or 
Councils  of  Safely  of  the  Colony  of  I'irginia,  and  this 
Province. 

R,  solved.  Tliat  Dr.  John  Smith  be  kept  in  custody  till 
the  further  orders  of  this  Conmuttee. 
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Proposals  for  raising  an  Army  to  the  If 'est  ward,  and  for 

eJf'eclmiHy  obstructing    a    communication    between    the 

Southern  and  Northern  Governments. 

As  1  liave,  by  directions  from  his  Excellency  Lord  Dun- 
more,  prepared  the  Ohio  Indians  to  act  in  conceit  with  me 
ai;ainst  His  Majesty's  enemies  in  that  quarter,  and  liave 
also  despatched  intelligence  to  the  different  officers  of  the 
militia  on  the  fVontiers  of  Augusta  Count)',  in  Jlrginin, 
i^iving  them  Lord  Dunmore's  assurance,  that  such  of  them 
as  shall  iiereafier  evince  their  loyalty  to  His  Majesty,  by 
|)Uttini;  themselves  under  my  command,  when  I  slioidd  ap- 
pear amongst  them  with  proper  authority  for  that  purpose, 
of  a  confirmation  of  titles  to  their  lands,  and  the  i|uantiiy 
of  three  hundred  acres  to  all  who  should  take  up  arms 
in  support  of  the  Constitution,  when  the  present  rebellion 
subsided,  I  will  undertake  to  penetrate  ihrough  Tlrginia, 
and  join  iiis  Excellency  Lord  Duninorc,  at  AUxundria, 
early  next  spring,  on  the  following  conditions  and  autho- 
rity : 

First.  That  your  Excellency  will  give  me  a  commission 
to  act  as  Major  coiimiandant  of  such  iroojjs  as  I  may  raise 
and  embody  on  the  frontier,  wilh  a  power  to  command  to 
the  westwaid,  and  employ  such  serviceable  French  and 
Knglish  partisans  as  I  can  engage,  liy  pecuniary  rewards 
or  otherwise. 

Sccondhj.  That  your  Excellency  will  give  orders  to 
Captain  Lord,  at  the  Illinois,  to  remove  himself,  with  the 
garrison  under  his  command,  from  Fori  George  to  Detroit, 
by  the  Auabache,  bringing  with  him  all  the  aiiillery,  stores, 
&c.,  &c.;  to  facilitate  which  undertaking,  he  is  to  have 
authority  to  hire  boats,  horses,  Frenchmen,  Indians,  &c., 
&c.;  to  proceed  with  all  possible  expedition  on  that  route, 
as  the  weather  may  occasionally  permit,  and  to  put  him- 
self under  my  command  on  his  arrival  at  Detroit. 

Thirdly.  That  the  Commissary  at  Detroit  shall  be  em- 
powered to  furnish  such  provisions  as  I  may  judge  neces- 
sary for  the  good  of  the  service,  and  that  ihe  commanding 
officer  shall  be  instructed  to  give  every  possible  assistance 
in  encouraging  the  French  and  Indians  of  llie  settlement 
to  join  me. 

Fourthly.  That  an  officer  of  artillery  be  immediately 
sent  with  me,  to  pursue  such  route  as  I  may  find  most  ex- 
pedient to  gain  Detroit,  with  orders  to  have  such  pieces 
of  light  ordnance  as  may  be  thought  requisite  for  the  de- 
molishing of  Fort  Dunmore  and  Fort  Fincastle,  if  resist- 
ance should  be  made  by  the  Rebels  in  possession  of  those 
garrisons. 

Fifthly.  That  your  Excellency  will  em|)0wer  me  to 
make  such  reasonable  presents,  to  the  Indian  chiefs  and 
others,  as  may  uige  them  to  act  with  vigour  in  the  execu- 
tion of  my  orders. 

Siithly.  That  your  Excellency  will  send  to  Lord  Dun- 
more  such  arms  as  may  be  spared,  in  order  to  equip  such 
jiersons  as  may  be  willing  to  serve  His  Majesty  at  our 
junction,  in  the  vicinity  o{  Alexandria,  &c.,  8ic. 

If  your  Excellency  judges  it  expedient  for  the  good  of 
the  service  to  furnisli  me  with  the  authority  and  other 
requisites  I  have  mentioned,  I  shall  embrace  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  setting  off  for  Canada,  and  shall  immedi- 
ately despatch  Lord  Dunmorc\  armed  schooner,  which  now 
awaits  my  con)mands,  with  an  account  of  what  your  ELxcel- 
lency  has  done,  and  that  I  shall  be  ready ,  if  practicable,  to 
join  his  Lordship  by  the  20lh  n{  April,  at  Alexandria, 
where  the  iroops  under  my  command  may  fortify  them- 
selves, under  cover  of  the  men  of  war  on  that  station. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  your  Excellency  should  not  approve 
of  what  I  propose,  you  will  be  good  enoui;h  to  iunnedialcly 
honour  me  with  vour  despatches  to  the  Kail  of  Duiiinore, 
that  1  ma\'  return  as  early  as  possible. 


Portsmouth,  AiiEUsl  0,  1775. 

I  have  safely  arrived  here,  and  am  happy  to  the  greatest 
dei'ree  in  having  so  fortunately  escaped  the  narrow  insjiec- 
tion  of  my  enemies,  the  enemies  to  their  Country,  to  good 
order  and  Government.  1  should  esteem  myself  defective 
in  point  of  friendship  towards  you,  should  1  neglect  to  cau- 
tion you  to  avoid  an  over-zealous  exertion  ol  what  is  now 
so  ridiculously  called  patriotick  spirit;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
to  depot!  ynurstlf  with  that  moderation  for  which  you  have 
been  alwavs  lemarkabie,  and  which  must,  in  this  instance, 


tend  to  your  honour  and  advantage.  Yoti  may  be  assured 
from  me,  Sir,  that  nothing  but  the  greatest  unanimity  now 
prevails  at  home,  and  that  the  innovating  spirit  amongst  us 
here  is  looked  ujion  as  uni;enerous  and  unduiiful  ;  and  that 
the  utmost  exertions  of  the  powers  of  Government,  if  ne- 
cessary, will  be  used,  to  convince  the  infatuated  people  of 
their  folly.  1  could,  I  assure  you.  Sir,  give  you  such  con- 
vincing proofs  of  what  I  assert,  and  from  which  every  rea- 
sonable person  may  conclude  the  effects,  that  nothing  but 
madness  could  operate  upon  a  man  so  far  as  to  overlook  his 
duly  to  the  present  Constitution,  and  to  form  unwarrantable 
associations  with  enthusiasts,  whose  ill-timed  folly  must 
draw  upon  ihein  inevitable  destruction. 

His  Lordsliiii  desires  you  to  present  his  hand  to  Cajitain 
H'hite  Eyes,  and  to  assure  him  that  he  is  very  sorry  that 
lie  had  not  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  at  the  treaty,  or  that 
the  situation  of  affairs  prevented  him  from  coming  down. 

Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  that  I  have  no  motive  in  writing 
my  sentiments  thus  to  you,  further  than  to  endeavour  to 
steer  you  clear  of  the  misfortunes  which,  I  am  confident, 
must  involve,  but  unhappily,  loo  many. 

1  have  sent  you  an  address  from  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  people  of  America,  and  I  desire  you  to  con- 
sider it  attentively,  which  will,  1  Hatter  myself,  convince 
you  of  the  idleness  of  many  declamations,  and  of  the  ab- 
surtlity  of  an  intended  slavery. 

Give  my  love  to  George,  and  tell  him  he  shall  hear  from 
me,  and  1  hope  to  his  advantage.  Interpret  the  enclosed 
speech  to  Ca|)tain  U'hite  Eyes,  from  his  Lordship.  Be 
prevailed  upon  to  shun  the  |iopular  error,  and  judge  for 
j'ourself ;  act  as  a  good  subject,  and  expect  the  reward  due 
to  your  services. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  sincere  friend  and  servant, 

John  Connolly. 
To  ]Mr.  John  Gibson,  near  Fort  Dunmore. 


Brother  Captain  Whiti;  Eves: 

I  am  glad  to  hear  your  good  speeches,  sent  me  by  IMajor 
Connolly;  and  you  may  be  assured  I  shall  put  ihe  one  end  of 
the  belt,  which  you  have  sent  me,  into  ihe  hands  of  our 
great  King,  who  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  his  brothers  the 
Delawarcs,  and  will  lake  a  strong  hold  of  it.  You  may 
rest  satisfied  that  our  foolish  young  men  shall  never  be  per- 
mitted to  have  your  lands;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  great 
King  will  protect  you,  and  preserve  you  in  the  possession 
of  them.  Our  young  people  in  the  country  have  been 
very  foolish,  and  done  many  imprudent  things,  for  which 
they  soon  must  be  sorry,  and  of  which  I  make  no  doubt 
they  have  acquainted  you.  But  I  must  desire  30U  not  to 
listen  to  them,  as  they  would  be  willing  that  you  should 
act  etjually  foolish  wilh  themselves;  but  rather  let  what 
you  hear  pass  in  at  one  ear  and  out  at  the  other,  so  that  it 
may  make  no  impression  on  your  heart,  tinld  you  hear  from 
me  fidly,  which  will  be  so  soon  as  I  can  give  furlher  iid'or- 
mation,  who  am  your  friend  and  brother. 

Captain  White  Eyes  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Com 
Stalk  with  these  my  sentiments,  also,  as  well  the  chiels 
of  the  Mingoes  and  the  other  Six  Nations. 

Your  siircere  fiiend  and  elder  brother,         Dl'n.moke. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes: 

Ci'-roN  Shkredine,  Clerk  pro  tern. 


JOHN    IIANCOLK   AND  THOMAS    tUSlllNG  TO  THE    COU.NCIL  OK 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Philudelphia,  NovembcT  24,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Mr.  Revere,  the  express,  informs  us  this 
morning  he  is  setting  out  for  home,  so  that  by  his  return 
w^e  are  not  able  to  give  you  any  advice  wilh  respect  to  the 
subject  of  your  lelter  of  the  1  lib  instant.  The  determi- 
nalion  of  the  quesiion  referred  to  in  that  lelter,  either  one 
way  or  the  other,  so  nearly  affects  the  interests  of,  and  will 
be  so  important  in  its  conse()uences  to  the  Colony  we  have 
the  honour  to  represent,  that  we  dare  not  venture  our 
opinions  what  would  be  the  sentiments  of  Congress  upon 
such  a  measure  as  the  House  proposes,  and  therefore  are 
clearly  of  opinion  the  matter  ought  to  be  laid  before  the 
ConL'iess,  and  their  senlimenis  taken  upon  the  same;  but 
we  have  been  so  crowded  wilh  the  consideration  of  so 
many  interesting  and  important  matters  since  Mr.  Revert' i 
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an-ival,  that  there  hns  been  no  opportunity  for  this  as  yet, 
and  therefore  must  defer  at  present  giving  you  the  advice 
vou  request.  Your  application  for  money  is  now  under 
the  consideration  of  a  Couiinittee  ol  Congress. 

^Ve  conclude,  with  great  respect,  your   Honours'   most 
obedient  humble  servants,  ,  u.^^r,.-,.- 

Thomas  Cushing. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  o(  ±Mcissacbusctts-Bay. 


WALTER   LIVINGSTON   TO  THK    CONTT  N  F.NTAI.   tO.NORESS. 

[llo;ul  Nuvciiibur  30,  177.).] 

Albuny,  NuveniiRT  i  I,  177.'). 

Sir:  Before  the  receipt  of  your  letter  respecting  the 
disposition  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Chamblij  and  St. 
John's,  those  from  the  former  place  were  arrived  in  Con- 
vectiatt,  and  there  distributed  in  the  several  Townshijis, 
by  order  of  his  Honour  Governom-  Trumbull;  those  taken 
at  St.  John's  were  sailed  from  this  about  four  hours,  and 
were  ordered  to  land  at  Iloff'mnn's,  in  Dutchess  County, 
and  to  proceed  from  thence  to  C'anoan,  there  to  be  subject 
to  the  directions  of  Governour  Trumbull.  On  the  receipt 
of  the  orders  from  Congress,  i  immediately  wrote,  by  ex- 
press, to  Captain  Molt,  who  commanded  the  guard,  not  to 
land  the  men,  but  to  proceed  with  his  sloop  to  New-  H'iiid- 
sor,  and  there  disembark  them.  I  was  under  apprehen- 
sions, if  they  were  suffered  to  pass  oiu'  fort  in  the  High- 
lands, ihey  would  rise  and  sail  down  to  the  man-of-war; 
therefore  ordered  them  to  stop  on  this  side,  to  prevent 
their  passing  the  fort  unnoticed.  I  sent  to  the  com- 
manding officer  in  that  garrison  not  to  let  any  sloops  pass 
downwards,  without  previously  sending  on  board,  till  he 
had  an  account  of  the  prisoners  being  landed;  and  to  send 
the  \\omen,  children,  and  baggage  to  Amboy,  from  thence 
to  liordcntoirn  and  Fhiladeiphia,  will  save  at  least  three 
hundred  Pounds.  Captain  Molt  will  want  his  whole  guard 
to  inarch  the  prisoners  through  a  woody  country.  1  there- 
fore ordered  him  to  apply  for  a  party  of  Minute-Men,  to 
be  commanded  by  a  Captain,  to  escort  the  officers  to  Leb- 
anon. 

1  sent  Captain  Mott  a  copy  of  my  letter  and  of  the  re- 
solves of  Congress,  both  of  which  I  desired  him  to  send 
to  Governour  Trumbull,  that  he  might  know  why  Major- 
General  Schuyler's  orders  were  not  complied  with.  Cajj- 
tain  Moll  took  with  him  eight  days'  provisions,  which  will 
not  be  sufficient ;  yet,  as  matters  were  circumstanced,  I 
could  not  send  an  additional  supply,  without  detaining 
them,  as  there  was  no  sloop  ready  to  sail  from  hence.  I 
have  requested  Captain  Molt  to  put  the  commissioned 
officers  on  their  parole,  according  to  the  first  resolve,  i 
have  ordered  two  months'  provisions,  for  one  thousand  men, 
to  be  landed  at  the  fort  in  the  Highlands,  in  conqdiance 
with  a  late  resolve  of  Congress. 

I  am  your  and  the  Congress's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant, 

Wai, TF.it  Livi.scsTON,  Dcp.  Com.  Gen. 
To  the  Hon.  John  llancoci:. 

P.  S.  On  receiving  my  commission,  1  wrote  a  letter 
to  Congress  returning  them  thanks  lor  the  employment ; 
which  letter  I  always  imagined  they  had  received,  till  yes- 
terday, when  I  was  informed  by  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
Jun.,  Esq.,  one  of  the  members,  and  to  whom  I  enclose(l 
it,  that  it  never  came  to  his  liaud>.  1  hope  none  of  the 
members  will  impute  my  seeming  negligence;  to  want  of 
respect. 

Yours,  Lc,  W  .  I,. 

JACOB   HAVI,I'.V   TO   COLIINHI,   MTTMC. 

N.'wl.iuv,  November -J  1,  177.".. 

Sir:  Means  have  been  tiikon,  1  (lon"t  doubt,  to  secure 
the  coiKiuesi  at  Cunr/ila,  and  also  to  connect  that  Colony 
with  ours;  yet,  as  1  am  nigh  to  il,  and  somewhat  acquaint- 
ed with  that  country,  would  beg  leave  to  let  you  know  mv 
thoughts  of  the  matter.  I  say  to  you,  as  1  need  some 
one  of  my  acquaintance  who  may  be  able  to  a.ssert  my  sin- 
ceiiiy,  1  am  not  able  any  other  way  to  improve  the  one 
talent  1  have,  being  settled  in  so  remote  a  jiait  of  the  coun- 
try, and  since  the  war  applying  myself  wholly  in  carrying 
on  the  settlement  of  this  country,  so  that  of  late  I  have 


had   but  little  acquaintance  with  gentlemen  who  now  are 
at  the  head  of  Colony  affairs. 

1  must  suppose  that  it  will  be  needful  that  a  body  of 
men  are  the  next  spring  stationed  in  Canada;  for,  if  the 
whole  is  not  subdued  this  season,  it  must  be  done.  If 
taken,  must  be  kept  from  France,  as  well  as  England. 
It  would  not  surprise  me,  if,  after  the  French  had  assisted 
us  to  (hive  oft'  the  Regulars,  they  should  take  it  out  of 
our  hands  for  France.  Of  what  vast  importance  to  us  is 
that  country,  and  how  easy  it  is  defended;  but  one  fortress 
commands  the  whole  from  any  foreign  power,  and  what- 
ever nation  or  people  holds  that  fortress  commands  all  the 
back  settlements  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  the  most  ex- 
tensive fur  and  skin  trade  in  the  universe:  I  cannot  but 
be  thankful.  The  counsels  of  our  adversaries  are  turned 
into  foolishness,  in  respect  to  Canada;  for  if  they  had 
taken  possession  of  Quebcck  and  New-  York,  with  what 
strength  they  brought  to  Boston,  how  would  the  matter 
have  been  by  this  time  with  the  Colonies?  But  Provi- 
dence has  interfered  in  our  behalf.  1  would  not  lose  so 
precious  a  jewel  as  Canada.  The  great  difficulty  we  have, 
or  shall  have,  to  keep  it,  is  for  want  of  a  communication, 
by  land,  into  that  country,  altogether  by  land ;  which 
we  may  have  from  the  .S'(.  John's,  which  will  not  exceed 
ninety  miles — by  which  quick  intelligence  and  an  army 
may  be  thrown  into  that  country  from  this  in  six  days. 
IS'o  danger  then  of  a  fleet  and  army  from  Britain  or 
France.  We  can  provide  here  for  any  nimiber  on  their 
march,  and  when  in  Canada,  there  is  no  want  of  a  road  ; 
also  will  connect  these  people  with  ours.  Trade  might  be 
carried  on,  or  proposed,  which  will  secure  the  trading  part. 
Our  people,  doubtless,  are  amongst  them,  which  will  wear 
out  their  Popish  bigotry;  until  that  is  the  case,  no  great 
trust  to  the  French.  Supposing  we  set  up  for  indepen- 
dency, how  much  value  is  the  fur  and  skin  trade  of  that 
vast  extensive  river,  lakes,  and  country,  (doubtless  a  mil- 
lion a  year.)  On  the  w  hole,  considering  every  circum- 
stance, convenience,  and  situation,  1  could  heartily  urge 
that  you  use  your  endeavour  that  such  a  road  be  thought 
of  and  done  early,  as  early  as  April.  I  would  do  all  in 
my  |)ower  to  forward  it.  The  course  from  this  is  nearly 
forty  degrees  northwest  to  Montreal.  We  are  sixty  miles 
east  of  Crown  Point;  nearl)  north  from  Hartford;  north- 
west from  Boston  one  hundred  and  forty  miles;  from  xVof- 
bury  northwesterly  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles ; 
about  the  same  distance  from  Portsmouth.  ]iut  the  maps 
will  inform.  Dr.  Langton's  is  a  very  good  one.  If  you 
remember,  it  is  but  two  years  last  October  that  you.  Es- 
quire Stevens,  and  myself,  sent  a  surveyor,  chainman,  k.c., 
who  measured  and  marked  a  road  to  Missisquc  Bay ; 
and  it  is  undouliledly  good  for  a  road,  so  far,  which  is  two- 
thirds  of  the  way.  Indeed,  our  line  terminated  forty-five 
degrees  north  laliluile.  I  had  thoughts  that  the  road  could 
be  carried  to  the  east  of  Missisfjuc  Bay.  But  there  is  dan- 
ger of  drowneil  land:  should  it  be  so,  a  ferry  at  the  mouth 
of  Missis(juc  River,  which  will  be  but  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  ;  cross  H  indmill  Point  another  ferry  of  tl;e  same 
width  ;  then  a  good  road  may  be  had  to  Canada,  at  thirty 
miles  distance,  about  six  miles  above  Montreal.  But  I 
would,  if  practicable,  make  a  road  without  being  troubled 
with  water.  ^\'ater  carriage  is  good,  and  answers  an  ex- 
cellent end  ;  but  what  I  would  is,  that  if  we  have  a  sud- 
den call  from  Canada,  ue  may  repair  thither  without  any 
hinderance.  For  suppose  Canada  to  be  in  our  hands  next 
May  or  June,  we  are  certain  a  fleet  and  army  are  in  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  destined  to  I'educe  (Quebec!:. 
An  army  suflicient  to  repel  might  be  sent  this  way  sea- 
sonable ;  and  1  must  think  that  in  the  hands  of  the  Minis- 
try it  is  their  greatest  advantage  against,  and  in  our  hands 
as  nnich  and  more,  if  can  be:  and  I  have  always  wonder- 
ed that  the  wise  heads  against  us,  if  any  there  be,  had  nut 
struck  on  New- York  and  (^iicbeck,  which  would  have  cut 
otF  the  connnunication  between  the  north  and  south  Colo- 
nies, and  harassed  our  frontiers,  which  are  of  a  great  ex- 
tent. The  Indians  would  have  been  in  their  favour.  We 
could  not  have  stood  out  till  now;  therefore  let  us  make 
by  the  advantage  they  have  t'iven  us.  I  don't  know  the 
situation  of  the  entrance  into  York,  but  I  should  think,  if 
possible,  that  harbour  ought  to  be  secured,  for  divers  rea- 
sons. York  is  of  more  consequence  to  us  than  all  the 
haibonis  to  the  east.      How  ea^v  would  it  have  been   for 
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the  King's  Troops  and  shipping  to  have  cut  ofF  the  com- 
munication between  the  Noith  and  South  Colonies,  by 
tailing  possession  o(  Neic-York  and  the  North  River;  and 
would  not  numbers  have  joined  them  at  York,  and  will 
not  the  King  take  possession  there  this  winter?  I  trow 
not.  I  believe  that  if  the  King  had  possession  of  Canada, 
before  next  June  there  would  be  a  coinmunicaiion  open 
for  them  by  Albany.  Even  now,  in  the  winter,  fortifica- 
tions ought  to  be  built  at  Sandy-Ilook,  to  keep  out,  &c. 
I  only  speak  of  this  as  it  comes  in  my  way.  I  have  sent 
Colonel  Bedel  to  see  to  the  road  on  that  side ;  but  1  am 
afraid  the  post  will  not  get  there,  it  is  so  bad  crossing  the 
lake  at  this  season.  If  this  road  was  done,  in  four  days 
would  come  tidings.  The  afiair  of  this  road  must  be  soon 
concluded  upon,  as  provisions  should  be  provided  in  the 
winter,  and  it  is  much  easier  got  now  than  in  April  or 
31ay.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  a  return  from  you,  as  soon 
as  possible,  how  your  publick  affairs  stand.  1  would  be 
willing  to  do  any  thing  that  might  contribute  to  so  glorious 
a  cause  as  we  are  now  engaged  in.  I  have  wrote,  in  a 
broken  manner,  my  thoughts.  You  may  pick  out  what  of 
mine  you  like,  and  add  to  your  own  ;  perhaps  you  will,  in 
so  much,  find  something.  When  you  go  to  Boston,  save 
your  and  our  Scotch  people,  if  they  are  friends.  I  would 
recornmend  that  you  continue  in  the  service,  if  you  are 
like  to  be  of  service.  1  don't  say  that  I  will  not  join  the 
Array  in  the  spring,  if  health  remains.  I  am  now  in  good 
health.  All  are  well  here.  My  best  regards  to  the  hon- 
ourable gentlemen  in  the  Army. 

I  am  your  humble  servant,  j  r, 

■'  Jacob  bATLEY. 

To  Colonel  Little. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  AARON  WILLARD. 

By  His  Eiccllency  George  Washington,  Esquire,  Com- 
mand cr-in-CItief  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies. 
7'o  Aaron  Willakd,  Esq.  : 

Tlie  honourable  Coniinenial  Congress  having  lately 
passed  a  resolve,  contained  in  the  following  words,  viz : 
"  That  two  persons  be  sent,  at  the  expense  of  these  Colo- 
nies, to  Nova-Scotia,  to  in(|uire  into  the  state  of  thai  Co- 
lony, the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  towards  the  Ameri- 
can cause,  and  the  condition  of  the  Fortifications,  Dock- 
Yards,  the  quantity  of  Artillery  and  Warlike  Stores,  and 
the  number  of  Soldiers,  Sailors,  and  Ships  of  War  there, 
and  transmit  the  earliest  intelligence  to  General  Jl'ashing- 
ton,^'  I  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  said 
Aaron  fVillard,  E?q.,  to  be  one  of  the  persons  to  under- 
take this  business;  and  as  the  season  is  late,  and  this  a 
woik  of  great  importance,  I  entreat  and  request  that  you 
will  use  the  utmost  despatch,  attention,  and  fidelity,  in  the 
execution  of  it.  The  necessity  of  acting  with  a  proper 
degree  of  caution  and  secrecy  is  too  apparent  to  need 
recommendation.  You  will  keep  an  account  of  your  ex- 
penses, and,  upon  your  return,  will  be  rewarded  in  a  suit- 
able manner  for  the  fatigue  of  your  journey  and  the  services 
you  render  your  Countiy  by  conducting  and  discharging 
this  business  with  expedition  and  fidelity. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  twenty-foiuth   day  of  ^Yo- 

''""'"'''  ^^'^-  George  Washington. 

[The  same  to  M'jscs  Child,  Esci.  j 


general    WASHINGTON    TO    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    COUNCIL 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

Cambridge,  Novcmli.r  x!!,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Captain  Aaron  JVillard  recommends  Mr. 
Muses  Child  to  be  his  colleague  in  the  journey  to  Nora- 
Scotia.  As  I  know  nothing  of  this  gentleman,  1  cannot 
a|iprove  or  disapprove  of  him.  .Mr.  IVillurd  informs  mc 
he  is  well  known  unto  Doctor  Taylor.  If  you  think  him 
trustworthy,  you  will  jilease  to  fill  up  the  instructions  with 
l)i=  name,  which  Captain  fVillard  will  give  unto  you. 

I  am,  with  gri'at  respect,  yours,  kc, 

George  \\  ashington. 
To  the  Hon.  Committee  of  Council  of  Massttchvsclts-Bay. 

P.  S.  You  will  jilease  to  furnish  Captain  fViUard  with 
letters  to  Captain  (J Bryan  and  to  Colonel  Cargill  to  give 
every  assistance  to  him  and  his  companion  on  their  tour. 


STEPHEN  MOYLAN  TO  SAMUEL  FREEMAN. 

Cambridge,  November  24,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency  to  ac- 
knowledge the  recei|U  of  your  favour  of  the  17th  instant. 
He  approves  much  of  what  has  been  done  by  the  General 
Court  for  the  defence  of  your  port,  which  he  hopes  will 
have  every  necessary  effect. 

Should  any  thing  more  be  wanting,  it  is  incumbent  on 

the  people  of  the  country  to  exert  themselves  for  their 

and  the  publick  defence.     The  Congress  are  so  much  of 

that  opinion,  that  they  have  recommended  it  to  each  of  the 

Colonies  to  provide  for  their  particular  internal  safety. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Jkc,       <■•  ^i 

'         '       Stephen  Movlan. 

To  Samuel  Freeman,  Esq.,  Falmouth. 


ADDRESS  FROM  THE  GENERAL  OFFICERS  TO  THE  SOLDIERY 
OF  THE   GltAND    CONTINENTAL   ARMY. 

Cainbriilgc,  November  21,  1775. 

The  Generals  ffatier  themselves  that  the  new  establish- 
ment of  the  Army  will  be  not  less  agreeable  to  the  men  in 
general,  than  it  is  calculated  for  action  and  economy;  that 
they  shall  find  in  them  the  same  forwardness  and  zeal  to 
continue  in  the  service  of  their  Country  at  this  critical  junc- 
ture, which  they  demonstrated  when  they  were  first  called 
out.  It  gives  them  great  concern  that  the  circumstances 
of  the  Continent  renders  it  absolutely  necessary  to  lay  aside 
so  many  deserving  officers  and  worthy  citizens;  but  tlie 
vast  expense  attending  the  maintenance  of  so  many  Regi- 
ments might  have  disabled  the  Continent  from  persevering 
in  its  resolution  of  defending  their  liberties,  if  the  contest 
should  be  of  any  continuance.  With  this  view,  therefore, 
the  Regiments  liave  been  reduced  from  thirty-eight  to 
twenty-six.  No  prejudice  or  partiality  has  had  place  in 
the  appointment  of  the  oflicers.  Those  who  have  appeared 
the  best  qualified  to  perform  all  the  duties,  and  undergo  all 
the  fatigues  of  a  military  life,  have  been  chosen.  In  the 
formation  of  a  new  Army,  though  courage,  integrity,  and 
zeal  for  their  Country,  are  requisites,  they  are  not  sufficient 
alone  ;  a  tolerable  constitution,  a  certain  degree  of  bodily 
vigour,  and  activity  of  mind,  must  be  joined  to  these  qua- 
lities. Men  subject  to  bodily  complaints,  or  who  are  pos- 
sessed of  a  vivacity  of  disposition,  though  brave,  and  in 
all  other  respects  unexceptionable,  are  totally  unfit.  The 
present  campaign,  far  from  a  hard  one,  furnishes  many  in- 
stances of  this  truth  ;  for  it  is  notorious  that  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  the  officers  have,  from  a  puny  habit 
of  body,  found  themselves  incapable  of  fulfilling  the  duly 
of  their  station  ;  that  they  have,  fiom  time  to  lime,  been 
obliged  to  absent  themselves  from  their  post,  and  that  con- 
sequently the  duty  has  fallen  very  heavily  upon  those  that 
remained.  These  considerations,  alone,  have  weighed  in 
the  present  selection  of  the  officers.  The  affairs  oi'  Ame- 
rica have  now  (thanks  to  the  Almighty  God)  a  most  pro- 
mising aspect.  The  Ministerial  Army,  with  three  of  their 
most  esteemed  Generals  at  their  head,  have  been  able  to 
effect  nothing.  Instead  of  overrunning  and  ravaging  the 
Continent,  from  north  to  south,  as  they  boasted  they  w-ould 
do,  they  find  themselves  ignominiously  cooped  up  within 
the  walls  of  a  single  town,  (and  even  that  they  possessed 
themselves  of  by  treachery,)  suffering  all  the  distresses  of  a 
siege.  Instead  of  the  defection  of  any  of  the  Provinces, 
which  the  Ministry  pledged  themselves  to  the  deluded  peo- 
ple of  England  would  be  the  case,  the  union  grows  stionser 
every  day.  Georgia  has  acceded  to  the  General  Associa- 
tion;  Nova-Scotia  is  manifestly  well  affected  to  the  same 
cause  ;  and  Canada,  from  whence  your  tyrants  proposed  to 
pour  forth  whole  hosts  for  your  destruction,  keeps  pace  with, 
if  not  sui'passes  the  English  Colonies  themselves,  in  zeal  and 
ardour  for  the  common  vi'^hts  of  America.  Considering, 
therefore,  all  these  happy  circumstances,  so  much  transcend- 
ing our  most  sanguine  hopes  and  expectations,  it  may  be 
affirmed,  that  nothiu'^  but  your  backwardness  and  want  of 
perseverance  can  open  the  least  prospect  of  success  to  your 
enemies. 

The  cause  of  liberty  is  undoubtedly  the  cause  of  all ;  but 
if  any  distinction  is  to  be  made,  the  four  }\cw-England 
Pi'ovinces  are  more  immediately  concerned  than  the  rest. 
You  are  the  chief  object  of  ministerial  hatred  and  ven- 
geance ;  yon,  therefore,  are  more  nearly  niteresied  to  stand 
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forth.  There  is  the  greatest  reason  to  think  that  if  the 
Southern  Colonies  were  base  enouyli  to  bargain  with  these 
tyrants,  they  might,  by  sacrificing  you,  make  what  terms 
they  please  for  themselves.  It  has  been  indirectly  pro- 
posed to  them,  but  they  have  magnanimously  rejected  all 
idea  of  such  distinction.  They  have  determined  to  stand 
and  fall  with  you  :  and,  on  these  principles,  have  taxed 
themselves  most  heavily  for  the  establishment  of  an  army, 
equal  to  the  purposes  of  the  general  defence.  But  as  you 
were  more  immediately  attacked,  as  this  is  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion, but  above  all,  as  they  have  ever  placed  the  greatest 
confidence  in  your  zeal  and  valour,  they  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  raise  any  bodies,  in  the  other  Provinces,  for 
this  particular  service,  which  more  naturally  iell  to  your 
lot.  Had  they  si,ri)po3ed  it  possible  that  you  could  be  back- 
ward or  lukewarm,  they  possibly  would  have  looked  out  for 
other  means  of  defence  ;  but  as  they  never  entertained  a 
thought  so  dishonourable  to  the  character  of  New-England 
men,  no  such  preparation  is  made. 

We  will  suppose,  for  an  instance,  that  a  considerable  or 
greater  part  of  you  should  withdraw  yourselves  from  the 
service,  at  this  crisis,  when  victory  is,  as  it  were,  in  your 
hands,  and  only  waits  for  your  grasping.  We  will  sup- 
pose that  the  post  we  at  present  occupy,  fortified  and  se- 
cured by  such  infinite  labour,  should  be  abandoned  in  con- 
sequence of  your  desertion.  Would  it  sit  easy  upon  your 
consciences,  when  your  villages  are  plundered  and  burnt, 
your  wives  and  children  abused  or  grossly  treated,  and  your 
whole  Provinces  laid  waste  with  fire  and  sword  ?  Would 
it  sit  easy  on  your  consciences,  we  demand,  to  reflect  that 
these  calamities  can  be  only  imputed  to  your  want  of 
constancy  and  perseverance?  But  to  descend  from  the 
greater  obligation  you  stand  in  towards  your  Country,  it 
may  be  said  that  the  ease  and  affluence  of  your  circum- 
stances, as  soldiers,  might  alone  prompt  you  to  remain. 
Never  were  soldiers  whose  duty  has  been  so  light,  never 
were  soldiers  whose  pay  and  provision  has  been  so  abundant 
and  ample.  In  fact,  your  interest  ami  comfort  have  been  so 
carefully  consulted,  even  to  the  lowest  article,  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  that  there  is  some  reason  to  dread  that 
the  enemies  to  New-England's  reputation  may  hereafter 
say,  it  was  not  principle  that  saved  them,  but  that  they 
were  bribed  into  the  preservation  of  their  liberties. 

To  conclude,  soldiers,  concerns  of  the  last  im|)ortance 
to  you  depend  on  the  post  you  now  take.  Yom-  reputa- 
tion and  property,  your  safety,  your  very  existence,  is  at 
stake.  If  you  withdraw  yourselves  liom  the  service,  those 
instruments  of  ministerial  villany  will  be  at  liberty  to  stalk 
at  large,  to  satiate  and  glut  their  brutality,  avarice,  and 
cruelty,  and  the  name  of  a  Nciv-Englaiid  man,  now  so 
respectable  in  the  world,  become  equally  contemptible  and 
odious,  who,  with  the  certain  means  of  defence  in  their 
hands,  rather  than  undergo  a  few  fatigues  of  war,  could 
patiently  see  themselves  robbed  of  every  thing  that  men 
hold  most  dear;  but  if  you  firmly  adhere  to  the  righteous 
standard  under  which  you  are  arranged,  not  only  your  cha- 
racters will  have  the  highest  rank  amongst  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  but  your  rights  and  liberties  will  be  secured 
against  the  attempts  of  tyranny,  to  the  latest  posterity. 


TO  THK  WOIITHY  OFFICERS  AM)  SOLUIF.KS  IN  TUH  AMEIUCAN 
AUMY. 

Gentlemen:  Your  exertions  in  the  cause  of  freeilom, 
"uideil  by  wisdom,  and  animatcil  by  zeal  and  courage, 
have  gained  you  the  love  and  confidence  of  your  grateful 
countrymen;  and  they  look  to  you,  who  are  experienced 
veterans,  and  trust  that  you  will  still  be  the  guardians  of 
America.  As  I  luive  the  honour  to  be  an  American,  and  one 
among  the  free  millions  who  are  defended  by  your  valour,  I 
would  pay  the  tribute  of  thanks,  and  express  my  gratitude, 
while  1  solicit  you  to  continue  in  your  present  honourable 
and  important  station.  I  doubt  not  America  will  always  find 
enough  of  her  sons  ready  to  flock  to  her  standard  and  sup- 
port her  freedom  :  but  experience  proves  that  exiierienced 
soldiers  are  more  capable  of  performing  the  duties  of  the 
camp,  and  better  qualified  to  face  the  enemy,  than  others  ; 
and,  therefore,  every  friend  to  America  will  be  desirous 
that  most  of  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the  present  Army 
may  continue  in  the  service  of  their  Country  until  liberty, 


peace,  and  safety,  are  established.  Although  your  pri- 
vate concerns  may  call  for  your  assistance  at  home,  yet 
the  voice  of  your  Country  is  still  louder ;  and  it  is  painful, 
to  heroick  minds,  to  quit  the  field  when  liberty  calls,  and 
the  voice  of  injured  millions  cries,  to  arms!  to  arms!  Never 
was  a  cause  more  important  or  glorious  than  that  which 
you  are  engaged  in.  Not  only  your  wives,  your  children, 
and  distant  posterity,  but  humanity  at  large,  the  world  of 
mankind,  are  interested  in  it;  for  if  tyranny  should  pre- 
vail in  this  great  Country,  we  may  expect  liberty  will  ex- 
pire through  the  world  ;  therefore,  more  human  glory  and 
happiness  may  depend  upon  your  exeitions  than  ever  yet 
depended  upon  any  of  the  sons  of  men  !  He  that  is  a 
soldier,  in  defence  of  such  a  cause,  needs  no  title.  His 
post  is  a  post  of  honour;  and  although  not  an  Emperor, 
yet  he  shall  wear  a  crown  of  glory,  and  blessed  will  be  his 
memory  ! 

The  savage  and  brutal  barbarity  of  our  enemies,  in  burn- 
ing Falmouth,  is  a  full  demonstration  that  there  is  not  the 
least  remains  of  virtue,  wisdom,  or  humanit}',  in  the  Briiiih 
Court,  and  that  they  are  fully  determined,  with  fire  and 
sword,  to  butcher  and  destroy,  beggar  and  enslave,  the 
whole  American  people.  Therefore,  we  expect  soon  to 
break  off  all  kind  of  connection  with  Britain,  and  form  into 
a  grand  Repnblick  of  ihe  American  United  Col oriies;  which 
will,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  soon  work  out  our  salva- 
tion, and  perpetuate  the  liberties,  increase  the  wealth,  the 
power,  and  the  glory,  of  this  western  world.  Notwith- 
standing the  many  difficulties  we  have  to  encounter,  and 
the  rage  of  our  merciless  enemies,  we  have  a  glorious  pros- 
pect before  us,  big  with  every  thing  good  and  great.  The 
farther  we  enter  into  the  field  of  independence,  our  pros- 
pect will  expand  and  brighten,  and  a  complete  Republick 
will  soon  complete  our  happiness.  "  Blindness  seems  to 
have  happened  to  Britain,  that  the  fullness  of  America 
might  come  in  ;"  and  we  have  every  encouragement  to 
"stand  fast  in  the  liberties  wherewith  Heaven  has  made  us 
free."  Persevere,  ye  guardians  of  liberty!  May  success 
be  your  constant  attendant  until  the  enemies  of  freedom 
are  no  more  ;  and  all  future  generations,  as  they  successive- 
ly tread  the  stage  of  time,  and  taste  the  joys  of  liberty,  will 
rise  up  and  call  you  blessed.  .   Fufe^un 

Cainbriilgo,  Novcnit)  r  21,  1775. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  BOROUGH   OF   NEW-WINDSOR. 

Address  of  the  High  Steward,  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Bai- 
liffs, and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  o(  Ncw-JVindsor,  in 
the  County  of  Berks,  transmitted  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Viscount  JVcijmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  presented  to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the   High   Steu-ard,  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen,   Bailiffs,  and  Burgesses  of  the   Borough  of 
New-VVindsor,  77)  the  County  q/" Berks. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

At  this  juncture  of  publick  affairs,  while  we  observe  the 
hostile  proceedings  of  your  Colonies  in  America,  and  the 
bolil  attempt  made  by  them  to  become  independent  of  the 
British  Legislature  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  when  we  con- 
sider how  much  they  have  been  encouraged  in  this  their 
rebellious  behaviour,  by  many  factious  spirits  at  home,  we 
cannot,  on  this  occasion,  remain  silent  spectators  of  these 
transactions  without  betraying  a  great  want  of  iluty  to  your 
Majesty,  as  well  as  inattention  to  the  welfare  of  our  Coun- 
try. 

Permit  us.  Sire,  therefore,  to  ap|)roach  your  sacred  Ma- 


jesty, 


and  to  declare  our  utter  detestation  of  the  unnatural 


conduct  of  your  American  subjects,  and  of  the  traitorous 
designs  of  those  at  home,  who  abet  and  countenance  their 
opposition  to  your  Majesty's  Government. 

Whi-'u  we  reflect,  as  we  frequently  do,  upon  the  peculiar 
blessings  we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  wise  and  just  ad- 
ministration, (and  greater  blessings,  we  believe,  none  of  our 
ancestors  ever  experienced  under  any  monarch  who  hath 
swayed  the  British  sceptre,)  we  cannot  but  lament  that 
your  Majesty's  repose  should  be  disturbed  by  such  mis- 
chievous commotions,  exerted  in  the  remote  parts  of  your 
Empire  ;  and  knowing  so  well  the  tender  care  of  your  Ma- 
jesty, for  the  prosperity  of  all  your  subjects,  we  cannot  but 
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wonder  tliat  the  Colonists  should  be  so  unliappily  seduced 
from  their  duty,  as  to  act  repugnant  to  those  laws  and  that 
sovereign  power  which  iiave  so  long  protected  tliem  in  the 
enjoyment  of  all  they  are  possessed  of. 

Impressed,  as  we  are,  with  a  lively  sense  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's great  wisdom  and  goodness,  and  of  your  constant 
attention  to  the  interest  and  happiness  of  your  people,  we 
have  entire  confidence  that  your  Majesty  will  exert  the 
power  intrusted  to  you  by  the  Constitution,  in  convincing 
the  disobedient  and  obstinate  of  their  errors,  and  in  punish- 
ing those  who  shall  be  found  the  instigators  of  a  rebellion, 
which  portends  such  mischief  to  your  Majesty's  faithful 
subjects. 

And  we  are  persuaded,  as  it  essentially  concerns  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  this  Country  to  maintain  the  just 
rights  of  your  Majesty  over  all  your  subjects  in  your  ex- 
tensive Dominions,  so  we  trust  that  all  your  loyal  subjects 
at  home  will  concur  and  cheerfully  unite  in  enabling  your 
Majesty  to  maintain  the  authority  of  your  Parliament  over 
the  Colonies,  as  the  most  effectual  way,  in  our  apprehen- 
sions, to  secure  their  dutiful  allegiance  to  their  King,  and 
proper  subordination  to  the  Parent  State.  And,  to  obtain 
these  desirable  ends,  we,  on  our  parts,  profess  ourselves 
ready,  to  the  utmost  of  our  abilities,  to  support  your  Ma- 
jesty in  all  such  measures  as,  in  your  great  wisdom,  you 
shall  judge  expedient ;  not  doubting  that  when  our  fellow- 
subjects  in  America  shall  become  sensible  of  their  error, 
and  return  to  their  duty,  your  Majesty,  from  the  benevo- 
lence of  your  mind,  will  graciously  extend  your  clemency 
to  them. 

That  the  supreme  disposer  of  all  events  may  give  suc- 
cess to  your  Majesty's  Councils,  and  disappoint  the  secret 
designs  of  your  enemies,  both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  and 
that  your  Majesty,  the  great  guardian  of  our  laws  and  liber- 
ties, may  long  reign  over  a  happy  and  united  people;  and 
may  the  crown  of  these  realms  flourish  in  your  royal  off- 
spring, to  the  latest  posterity,  is  the  ardent  wish  and  prayer 
of,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful 
and  loyal  subjects. 

St.  Albans,  Thomas  Barrow, 

John  Bennino,  il/f/yor.  Thomas  L(jathis, 
Geouue  Hatch,  John  Miller, 

Henry  Coombs,  John  Merrvman, 

John  Carr,  Jos.  Benihng, 

William  Tyrrell,  James  Panton, 

Richard  Seaward,         Giles  Webb, 
Benjamin  Pourt,  George  Brookland, 

Jos.  Snow,  Thomas  Reeve, 

William  Kimderlev,     John  Banvard. 

committee    of   NORTHAMPTON    (vIRGINIa)   TO    THE    FUESI- 
DENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

[Read  Decembei- 2,  1775.] 
Noithainiiton  County,  Virginia,  Novoaibcr  05,  1775. 

Sir:  The  Committee  of  this  County  have  transmitted  an 
exact  copy  of  the  enclosed  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  at 
fl'illiamsburgli  ;  but  as  there  is  some  risk  of  our  boats  being 
intercepted  and  our  despatches  destroyed,  we  thought  it 
prudent  to  acquaint  you  of  our  situation  immediately,  with- 
out loss  of  time. 

I  am,  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Committee,  your 
obedient  humble  servant,  g^^^^.^^  g_  McCroskey. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress. 

Norlliampton  County,  Virginia,  Xovciiibcr  'Jj,  1775. 

Sir:  The  following  information,  being  gathered  from 
intercepted  letters  and  other  authentick  testimony,  we  beg 
leave  to  lav  the  same  before  you,  and  hope  you  will  judge 
it  deserving  the  most  serious  attention,  and  lay  the  same 
before  the  Congress : 

That  Lord  Dunmore,  on  the  14th  instant,  with  a  parly 
of  Regulars  and  a  number  of  volunteers,  inhabitants  of 
JSorfolk,  had  attacked  a  party  of  Provincials  near  Kemj/s 
Landing,  when  the  latter  retreated  with  the  loss  of  a  few 
men  kified  and  taken,  amongst  whom  is  Colonel  Joseph 
ILachings,  made  prisoner;  that  his  Lordship  had  erected 
the  Kind's  standard  in  Norfolk,  and  proclaimed  all  slaves 


free  who  would  join  him  and  take  up  arms ;  that  a  num- 
ber of  about  two  hundred  slaves  immediately  joined  him, 

and  were  furnished  with  arms  and crowding  to  him, 

when  the  advice  came  from  thence;  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne  had  every  one  appeared, 
and  taken  an  oath,  of  which  the  enclosed  paper  (No.  1)  is  a 
copy;  insomuch,  says  the  writer,  that  "treason  had  not 
one  abetter  in  the  extensive  County  of  Princess  Anne;" 
that  on  the  18th,  forty  volunteers  and  forty  soldiers  set  off 
to  take  possession  of  the  Great  Bridge,  and  that  one  hun- 
dred men  were  to  join  them  from  Princess  Anne,  headed 
by  Colonel  Jacob  Ellgooil ;  that  Colonel  ffilloughby  had 
ordered  in  all  the  Princess  Anne  militia  ;  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernour  was  at  the  head  of  tuelve  bundled  men,  and  it  was 
expected  in  a  few  days  would  have  at  least  two  thousand, 
all  determined  to  guard  the  passes  to  Norfolk  and  Princess 
Anne  Counties. 

This  intelligence  has  exceedingly  alarmed  the  Commit- 
tee, as  we  have  reason  to  believe  Lord  Dunmore  will  soon 
pay  us  a  visit  here,  where  we  are  totally  unprepared  at 
present  to  receive  him.  Our  County  forms  a  peninsula, 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  sea,  and  on  the  west  by  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  with  a  number  of  rivers  and  navigable  creeks 
for  large  tenders  ;  our  coast  eighty  miles  in  extent ;  our 
slaves  numerous,  being  more  than  double  the  number  of 
whites  ;  our  militia  not  exceeding  four  hundred  men ;  our 
people  with  few  arms  and  less  ammunition,  for  which  rea- 
son we  fear  few  of  them  would  attempt  any  resistance;  and 
we  even  have  reason  to  think,  that  if  Lord  Dunmore  was 
to  demand  our  persons,  that  the  people  around  us  would 
deliver  us  up,  rather  than  be  exposed  to  the  fury  of  his 
soldiers  and  our  slaves.  A  people  acting  upon  such  prin- 
ciples certainly  deserve  but  little  assistance  from  the  pub- 
lick  ;  but  we  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you  in  what  manner 
the  possession  of  this  place  would  affect  the  common  cause, 
and  increase  his  Lordship's  influence.  Should  his  Lord- 
ship land  any  troops  here,  we  can  have  no  assistance  from 
the  western  shore  of  Tlrginia,  while  the  coast  is  guarded 
by  his  tenders;  and  after  making  himself  master  of  this 
place,  he,  no  doubt,  as  he  has  done  in  Princess  Anne, 
would  compel  the  people  to  take  up  arms,  and  lead  them 
against  the  adjacent  Counties.  In  the  mean  time,  the  slaves 
would  crowd  to  his  standard,  and  his  Army  become  formi- 
dable in  number;  and,  what  we  conceive  to  be  most  ma- 
terial, he  would  have  possession  of  near  half  a  million  of 
bushels  of  grain,  by  which  means  he  might  open  exports 
to  the  West-Indies  and  the  Army  at  Boston.  In  such  a  siiu- 
ation,  those  who  have  manifested  their  attachment  to  the 
American  cause  would  first  be  exposed  to  his  Lordship's 
resentment;  and  we  fear  the  more  numerous  body  of  the 
people  would  stand  censured  by  their  Country,  and  at  a 
future  day  be  exposed  to  its  vengeance. 

In  this  critical  situation,  we  think  it  our  bounden  duty 
to  inform  you  of  our  danger,  and  the  danger  to  which  the 
common  interest  is  exposed,  and  to  pray  such  immediate 
assistance  and  direction  as  you,  in  your  great  wisdom,  shall 
think  the  importance  of  the  case  requires,  to  encourage  the 
friends  of  America,  and  keep  the  disaffected  in  awe. 

At  the  last  Convention  held  in  this  Colony,  a  number  of 
Minute  Companies  were  directed  to  be  raised  in  this  Dis- 
trict, but  have  never  been  completed  ;  people  in  general 
being  averse  to  the  minute  service.  None  of  our  people 
have  ever  been  in  actual  service,  and  therefore  have  no 
oflicers  of  experience,  on  whom  they  can  rely.  Great 
pains  have  been  taken  to  debauch  their  minds,  and  to  keep 
them  totally  pacifick.  Lord  Dunmore' s  tenders  have  fre- 
quently come  upon  our  coast,  and  have  insinuated  to  our 
fishermen,  and  all  the  lower  class  of  people,  that  they  had 
nothing  to  fear,  that  no  harm  was  intended  against  them, 
that  they  never  would  injure  any  other  than  their  Commit- 
tee men  and  other  principal  people,  and  persuaded  many, 
by  these  means,  that  those  who  advise  them  to  take  up 
arms  are  their  greatest  enemies;  and  perhaps,  if  matters 
should  soon  come  to  an  extremity,  we  should  be  exposed 
to  the  fury  of  the  people.  Many  gentlemen  here,  in  short, 
almost  every  man  of  considerable  property,  is  well  affected 
to  the  American  cause  ;  but  many  forbear  openly  to  declare 
their  sentiments,  or  take  an  active  part,  till  they  can  see 
some  force  ready  to  assist  them,  and  afford  a  reasonable 
expectation  of  succeeding.     In  such  a  case,  we  have  rea- 
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son  to  believe  tliat  some  com])anies  of  regulars  might  be 
instantly  raised  in  these  two  Counties  o(  ^orthampton&nd 
Accomack,  and  that  ti)e  greatest  part  of  the  militia  might 
be  drawn  into  service  in  case  of  alarm.  But  as  matters 
at  present  stand,  this  Committee  having  little  authority, 
and  we  should  not  be  surprised  if  exports  are  immediately 
opened  to  the  IV est- Indies.  This  the  people  ol  ^orjolk 
have  already  determined  upon,  and  that  County  attbrds 
great  quantities  of  lumber.  This  place  can,  and  we  fear 
may  be  obliged  to  supply  them  with  grain,  if  some  effec- 
tual measures  are  not  taken  to  prevent  it.  We  have,  in 
this  critical  and  alarming  state,  in  which  the  general  inte- 
rest of  America,  the  safety  of  our  persons,  and  all  others 
here  who  are  well  affected  to  the  cause,  are  so  deeply  in- 
terested, thought  it  most  proper  to  lay  this  information 
before  your  honourable  Board,  not  only  as  it  is  a  matter  of 
Continental  concern,  but  as  troops  (in  case  you  should 
judge  it  necessary  to  send  any  here)  can  be  drawn  much 
quicker  and  with  more  safety  from  the  northward  than  from 
The  western  shore  of  Virginia.  Until  some  active  step  is 
taken,  this  Committee  must  put  tip  with  several  enormi- 
ties ;  but  when  they  can  he  pro|)erly  adjusted  or  supported, 
your  honourable  Board  may  rely  upon  their  acting  with 
zeal  and  unanimity  ;  and  we  hope,  if  any  troops  are  sent, 
such  directions  may  be  given,  that  it  may  appear  that  this 
Committee  possess  the  confidence  of  your  body,  and  have 
acquitted  themselves  in  the  best  manner  their  dangerous 
and  critical  situation  would  admit  of. 

His  Lordship's  landed  force,  exclusive  of  the  Norfolk 
and  Princess  Anne  volunteers  and  the  negroes,  is  not  con- 
siderable. His  naval  force  at  present  consists  of  four  ships, 
iVoni  sixteen  to  twenty-two  guns  each,  and  a  number  of 
sloops,  schooners,  and  boats.  His  small  vessels  are  often 
scattered,  and  at  a  distance  from  the  ships;  and  since  he_ 
has  attempted  expeditions  on  shore,  we  learn  that  part  ol 
the  men  belonging  to  the  vessels  are  often  absent  from  their 
duty  on  board. 

We  impatiently  wait  the  result  of  your  deliberation,  and 
in  the  mean  time  we  are,  with  the  greatest  resjiect,  your 
obedient  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Samukl  S.  McCuoskev,  Chairman. 
Griffin  Seitii,  Jun.,  Clerk. 

^Ve,  the  inhabitants  of  Princess-  Anne  County,  being 
fully  sensible  of  the  error  and  guilt  into  which  this  Co- 
lony hath  been  misled,  under  colour  of  seeking  redress  of 
grievances,  and  that  a  set  of  factious  men,  styling  them- 
selves Committees  and  Congresses,  have  violently,  and 
under  various  pretences,  usurped  the  legislative  and  execu- 
tive powers  of  Government,  and  are  thereby  endeavouring 
to  overturn  our  most  happy  Constitution,  and  have  incur- 
red the  guilt  of  actual  rebellion  against  our  most  gracious 
Sovereign  ;  we  have,  therefore,  taken  an  oath,  abjuring  their 
authority,  and  solemnly  promising,  in  the  presence  of  Al- 
mighty God,  we  bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  his  sacred 
^Majesty  George  111  ;  that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power  and  ability,  support,  maintain,  and  defend  his  crown 
and  dignity,  against  all  traitorous  attempts  and  conspiracies 
whatsoever. 

And  whereas  armed  bodies  of  men  arc  collected  in  va- 
rious pans  of  this  Colony,  without  any  legal  authority,  we 
\vi-;h  them  to  be  informed  that,  however  unwilling  we  shall 
he  to  shed  the  blood  of  counlrymen,  w-e  mun,  in  discharge 
of  our  duty  to  God  and  the  King,  and  in  support  of  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  our  Couniry,  oppose  their  march- 
ing into  this  country,  where  their  coming  can  answer  no 
good  enil,  but,  on  the  conirary,  must  expose  us  to  the  ra- 
vages and  horrours  of  a  civil  war;  and  for  that  purpose  we 
are  determined  to  t.ike  advantage  of  our  happy  siluation, 
and  will  defend  the  passes  into  our  country  and  neigliboui- 
hood,  to  the  last  drop  of  our  blood. 

Whereas  a  set  of  factious  men,  under  the  names  of 
Committees,  Conventions,  and  Congresses,  have  violently, 
under  various  pretences,  usurped  the  legislative  and  execu- 
tive powers  of  Government,  and  are  thereby  endeavouring 
to  overturn  our  happy  Constitution,  and  have  incurred  the 
guilt  of  actual  rebellion  against  our  most  gracious  Sove- 
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reign,  I,  ^  -B,  do  therefore  abjure  all  their  authority,  and 
solemnly  promise,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  to 
bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  his  sacred  Majesty  George 
III,  and  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  and  ability,  support, 
maintain,  and  defend  his  crown  and  dignity,  against  all  trai- 
torous attempts  and  conspiracies  whatsoever.  So  help  me 
God.  

GENERAL   JIOWE   TO  THE    EARI,  OF    DARTMOUTH, 

Boston,  November  id,  1775. 

On  the  9tli  instant,  by  His  Majesty's  ship  Plienij,  I 
had  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  separate  letter,  of  the 
otli  o\'  Septembtr,  with  duplicates  of  }our  Lordship's  let- 
ters of  the  ■Z(\  August,  to  General  Gage  and  myself;  also,  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Poirnnl,  of  the  Stli  September, 
containing  tw'o  enclosures,  and  a  copy  of  a  secret  letter  of 
the  .5th  September,  intended  for  your  Lordship's  signature. 
The  removal  of  the  troops  from  hence  before  the  w  inter 
season  should  set  in,  being  the  principal  object  of  your 
Lordship's  letter  of  the  olli  September,  it  is  with  great 
reluctance  I  am  to  inform  you,  that  His  Majesty's  inten- 
tions in  this  particular,  from  the  late  arrival  of  the  orders, 
cannot  be  carried  into  execution. 

By  the  estimate,  No.  I,  your  Lordship  will  observe  the 
insufficiency  of  the  tonnage  of  transports  now  in  port,  to 
carry  the  troops,  the  artillery,  the  stores  of  all  denomina- 
tions, the  well  disposed  inhabitants,  with  their  effects,  and 
such  merchandise  as  it  may  be  thought  prudent  to  remove. 
If  all  our  vessels  were  in  port,  the  whole  could  not  have 
gone  at  one  embarkation,  by  a  deficiency  of  eleven  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  two  tons,  even  with  the  addition  of 
the  ships  and  small  craft  to  be  procured  in  the  harbour. 
And  when  I  reflect  upon  a  division  of  the  Army  for  two 
embarkations,  in  its  present  weak  state ;  upon  the  situa- 
tion this  garrison  and  the  troojis  sent  to  ?^eiv-York  would 
be  in,  with  respect  to  the  enemy,  it  appears  to  me,  that 
more  would  be  hazarded  than  prudence  could  justify,  es- 
pecially as  I  shoultl,  in  that  case,  be  dependant  upon  the 
return  of  transports,  at  a  season  when  the  navigation  on 
this  coast,  from  the  violence  of  northerly  winds,  is  so  ver\' 
precarious. 

The  Generals  Clinton,  Burgoijne,  and  Lord  Perci/,  con- 
curring in  opinion  with  me,  upon  the  inexpediency  of  eva- 
cuating this  place  before  the  spring,  I  am  encouraged  to 
hope  my  determination  to  remain  here  will  not  meet  with 
the  King's  displeasure. 

We  are  not  under  the  least  apprehension  of  any  attack 
upon  this  place  from  the  Rebels,  by  surprise  or  otherwise, 
as  taken  notice  of  in  your  Lordship's  letter;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  were  to  be  wished  that  they  would  attempt  so  rash 
a  step,  and  quit  those  strong  intrenchments  to  which  alone 
they  may  attribute  their  present  security;  but  when  I  say 
this,  1  must  add  that,  from  sickness,  the  extended  defence 
of  this  Town  and  collateral  posts,  our  force  for  the  winter 
will  not  be  adequate  to  any  other  undertaking  of  conse- 
quence to  His  Majesty's  service,  such  as  the  possession  of 
Rhude-lsland,  New- York,  Philadelphia,  or  Charlestown, 
in  South-Carolina  ;  yet,  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  should 
any  operations,  from  exchange  of  circumstances,  be  thought 
advisable,  the  opportunity  will  not  be  neglected. 

Having  transmitted  to  the  Treasury,  by  this  conveyance, 
several  returns,  specifying  what  may  be  wanted  for  carry- 
ing His  Majesty's  commands  into  execution  in  the  sprini:. 
I  have,  for  your  LorcKhip's  information,  sent  copies  of  them 
in  a  separate  letter.  And  for  the  operations  of  the  ensuing 
campaign,  after  receiving  from  your  Lordship  His  Majesty's 
pleasure  upon  that  head,  1  beg  leave  to  |iropose,  that  the 
part  of  the  Sixty-Fifth  Regiment  here  be  sent  to  Halifax 
in  the  spring,  which,  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Goreham's 
corps,  now  there,  and  some  recruits  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Maclean's,  added  to  the  militia  intended  to  be  raised  in  that 
Colony,  by  information  received  on  the  loth  October,  fjoiii 
(iovernour  Leggc,  will,  1  hope,  put  the  dock  yaril  and 
Town  in  perfect  security  from  any  attacks.  By  my  last 
accounts  from  thence,  of  the  18th  October,  the  temporary 
woiks  intended  to  strengthen  the  dock  were  very  forward, 
and  it  was  proposed  to  have  an  intrenchment  and  block- 
houses upon  the  Citadel-Hill,  for  the  future  protection  ol 
the  Town,  if  it  could  be  done  before  the  winter. 

Tlio  detachment  of  the  fourteenth  Re;iinient  now  at 
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Halifnr,  upon  the  junction  of  the  Sixty-Fifth,  will  be  or- 
dered here  ;  and,  as  1  apprehend  the  other  parts  of  that 
corps  would  be  more  essentially  employed  with  the  Army 
than  whtre  they  now  are,  shall  therelbre  i(\ve  directions 
accordingly,  unless  I  receive  your  Lordship's  orders  to  the 
contrary,  or  in  the  mean  time  some  assurance  of  the  neces- 
sity of  their  remaining  to  the  southward. 

For  the  blockade  of  this  harbour,  if  such  a  measure  is 
judged  ex|5edient,  I  would  propose  the  intrenching  one 
JJattalion  at  a  place  where  ships  of  war  can  seciu-ely  win- 
ter ;  it  being,  as  I  am  informed,  better  situated  for  the  object 
required  than  Castle  ffilliain,  which  will  be  totally  destroy- 
ed, agreeable  to  His  Majesty's  orders,  by  mines,  which  are 
ready  to  be  loaded  upon  the  evacuation  of  this  Town. 

The  next  object  I  would  mention  is  the  taking  hold  of 
Rhode-hhiul  with  ten  Battalions,  under  the  command  of 
Major-General  Clinton,  haviuL;  a  fleet  adapted  to  this  ser- 
vice, with  directions  to  push  forward  for  I'rovUlcncc. 

There  will  then  remain  sixteen  Battalions  for  \iw- 
York,  accoriling  to  the  enclosed  distribution,  the  Sixth, 
Fourteenth,  and  Sixteenth  Regiments  not  included — the 
latter  being  stationed  in  Wcsl-Florkla,  and  the  Sixth  not 
likely  to  arrive  until  late  in  the  campaign. 

But  this  Army,  though  complete  in  the  spring,  must 
have  between  six  and  seven  thousand  recruits,  and  of  the 
worst  kind  ;  if  chieHy  composed  of  Irhh  Roman  Catho- 
licks,  certain  to  desert  if  put  to  hard  woik  ;  and,  from  their 
ignorance  of  arms,  not  entitled  to  the  smallest  confidence 
as  soldiers. 

To  obviate  this  real  grievance,  I  would  most  humbly 
propose  that  one  hundred  men,  hired  from  the  Hanoverian 
and  llessirm  armies,  be  incorporated,  without  officers,  into 
each  of  the  twenty-seven  Battalions  of  Foot — the  Forty- 
Second  Regiment,  esteemed  equal  to  two  Battalions,  and 
the  Marines,  not  being  included.  Such  of  these  men  as 
remain,  after  the  service  is  at  an  end,  to  be  returned  to 
their  respective  States. 

That  one  hundred  men  be  also  added  to  each  Battalion, 
to  be  volunteers  from  the  substitutes  of  the  English  Militia, 
and  to  serve  no  longer  than  the  existence  of  this  most  un- 
natural rebellion. 

The  Regiments  might  then  want,  to  complete  them, 
about  seven  hundred  recruits  in  the  spring,  making  a  small 
allowance  for  casualties  that  may  happen  in  the  winter,  by 
sickness,  desertion,  and  service. 

In  this  state,  the  Army  would  be  respectable  for  the 
number  it  would  consist  of,  and  may  he  kept  up  in  future, 
without  difficulty,  by  the  two  additional  Companies  per 
Battalion.  But  unless  this  or  some  better  considered  plan 
be  adopted,  the  increase  of  the  King's  troo|)s  by  recruits, 
lor  the  ensuing  campaign,  which  in  its  consequences  may 
be  exceedingly  important,  will  give  little  or  no  superiority 
over  the  Rebel  bands,  who,  though  raw  as  soldiers,  are 
nevertheless  accustomed  to  the  use  of  arms. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  add  my  opinion,  that  this  force 
will  not  be  adequate  to  an  active  oll'ensive  cam|iaign  on  the 
side  of  Neiv-York  and  Rhodc-Ishind,  paying  no  other  re- 
gard to  this  place  than  the  blockade  of  tlie  harbour.  The 
numbers,  as  aforementioned,  will  not  amount  to  more  than 
n\e  thousand  fighting  men  for  Rhodt-Istand,  and  eight 
thousand  ior  Neiv-York ;  out  of  which  last  division,  not 
less  than  two  thousand  should  be  left  for  the  defence  of  the 
Town  and  posts  necessarily  to  he  occupied.  I  would  theie- 
fore  humbly  propose  a  re-enforcement  of  four  thousand 
Russians,  oi  w\s\ch  fifteen  hundred  to  join  General  (.7/;(- 
ton  and  two  thousand  five  hundiml  the  corps  to  act  at 
]Scic-  York. 

To  combat  these  armies,  I  apprehend  the  Rebels  woidd 
not  have  less  than  ten  thuusand  jiien  on  the  side  of  Rhode- 
Island,  and  perhaps  twenty  thousand  in  the  Province  of 
Ncu'-Yo''k,  to  act  against  General  Carhton  on  one  hand, 
and  the  JSew-York  corps  on  the  other.  The  last  may 
probably  begin  the  campaign  by  the  siege  oi  j^ew-York, 
as  recent  accounts  from  thence  mention  a  body  of  four 
thousand  men  being  ordered  by  the  Continental  Congress 
from  Philadelphia,  to  proceed  thither  immediately  as  a 
garrison  ;  and  it  is  to  be  expected  that  they  will  fortify  it 
in  the  best  manner  they  are  able,  from  the  infinite  conse- 
quence the  possession  of  it  is  to  them. 

By  Mr.  Secretary  Poivnal's  letter  of  the  8th  Septem- 


ber, I  am  informed  that  the  removal  ol  the  effects  and 
merchandise  from  hence,  belonging  to  the  enemies  as  well 
as  friends  of  Government,  has  occurred  to  the  King's  Min- 
isters to  be  an  advisable  measure;  but  the  commands  lor 
the  eff'ects  of  the  ill-disposed  not  being  positive,  I  am  to 
beg  your  Lordship's  further  directions,  lest  Government, 
by  my  determinations,  may  be  engaged  in  future  disputes 
and  exjiense.  1  am  particularly  led  to  this,  as  Mr.  Fou-- 
nal,  in  his  letter,  mentions,  "that  he  is  directed  to  say, 
I  must  in  this,  and  evei'y  case  of  the  like  kind,  be  the  best 
judge,  and  must  therefore  use  my  own  discretion."  At  the 
same  time,  1  l)eg  leave  to  remark  the  great  con\enience 
and  relief  such  goods  and  merchandises  would  be  to  the 
Rebels  taking  possession  of  this  Town  ;  upon  which  ground, 
I  humbly  apprehend  the  measure  might  be  justified,  as  a 
distress  to  the  enemy. 

Your  Lordship  having  been  pleased  to  signify  the  Kind's 
pleasure  to  me,  that  I  should,  if  1  found  occasion,  appoint 
an  Adjutant-General  and  a  Quartermaster-General  to  tins 
Army,  I  shall  jiay  the  utmost  attention  to  His  iNlajesty's 
service,  in  the  appointment  I  am  so  unworthily  intrusted 
to  make. 

A  letter  from  Major  Rogers,  at  New- York,  to  General 
Gage,  being  directed  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  came  to 
my  hand  since  the  Genei'al's  departure,  wherein  he  has 
made  offers  of  his  services;  to  which  1  have  given  encou- 
ragement, by  desiring  him  to  make  his  proposals,  and  by 
giving  an  assuiance  that  I  am  well  inclined  to  do  every 
thing  in  my  power  to  alibrd  him  an  opportunity  of  recom- 
mending himself  to  Hi?  Majesty's  Aiime  favour.  I  find, 
from  Governour  Tnjon,  that  the  Rebels  have  made  con- 
siderable overlures  to  him. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Lordship,  that  1  am  truly 
sensible  of  the  confidence  the  King  has  been  pleased  to 
repose  in  me,  by  intrusting  the  important  command  of  this 
Army,  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  to  my  direction  ;  in  whicn 
distinguished  situation,  every  means  will  bt;  exerted  to  for- 
ward His  Majesty's  intentions. 

General  Burgoyne,  having  received  the  King's  leave  -to 
return  to  Britain,  will  deliver  these  despatches;  and  it  is 
needless  for  me  to  add,  that  he  can  give  to  your  Lordship 
the  fullest  information  relative  to  His  Majesty's  service  in 
this  ])art  o(  America.  If  His  Majesty  has  not  more  essen- 
tial service  for  him,  and  it  should  be  his  inclination  to 
return  to  this  Country,  1  hope  I  may  not  be  deprived  of 
an  officer  of  his  expeiience  and  ability  for  the  ensuing 
cam|)aign. 

I  am'J  ike,  W.  Howk. 

Daston,  November -iT,  177:. 

Return  of  Tonnage  necessary  for  transporting  the  Troo^'S, 
Artillery,  Stores,  and  Inhabitants,  IfC.,  ^'C.,  &fc. 

Departments.  T;nt,nu'- 

Royal  Artillery  Stores, '3,9UO 

One  Regiment  of  Dragoons, -  '2.900 

Ten  thousand  Infantry, 15,000 

Deputy  Quartermaster-Generals, 3.800 

Commissary-Generals, 1,817 

Engineers, 1,100 

Barrackmaster-Generals, 555 

General  Hospital,  -     -    _ LICO 

Inhabitants,  with  their  eflects,  supposed  to  lie  -     -  G.OOf) 

Total, 35, 17  J 

Tonnage  of  transports  at  piesent  in  port,   -  9,7-21 

Out  Ujion  different  services, 7,039 

Ships  and  small  crait  in  harbour,     -      -     -  6.S10 


Warning  to  com 


Total, 


i3.57i 
1  ,H(J-, 


35.17^ 


A  Distribution  of  thirty-one  Battalions,  intended  for  tlu 
Army  in  America,  under  the  command  of  Major-Gem- 
r«/ Howe, /or  the  Campaign  1776,  humbly  submitted. 

Battalions. 

Fourth,   Fifth,   Sixth,  Tenth,    Fourteenth,    Fifteentii 
Sixteenth,  Seventeenth,  Twenty-Second,  Twenty-Thin) 
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Twenty-Seventh,  Twenty-Eiglitb,  Thirty-Fifth,   Thirty-  colonel  knox  to  general  Washington. 

Seventh  Tliiriy-Eiulnh,  Fortieth, Forty-Second,  (esteemed  New-York,  November  i27,  1775. 

equal  to  two  Battahons,  having  one  thousand  men,)  Forty-  ]\'[^y  tt  please  yoiu  Excellency  :  I  arrived  here  last 

Third,   Forty-Fourth,   Forty-Fifth,    Forty-Sixth,   Forty-  Saturday  morning,  and  immediately  made  inquiry  whether 

Seventh,  Forty-Ninth,   Fifty-Second,  Fifty-Fifth,  Sixty-  Colonel'iJeef/  had  done  any  tiling   in    the    business  with 

Third,  Sixty-Fourth,  Sixty-Fifth;  Marines,  two  Battalions.  ^^,i^]^\^  i,e  was  charged.     I   found  his  stay  had  been  short. 

Total,  thirty-one.  during  which  lime  the  Committee  that  sit  during  the  recess 

N.B.  The  Battalions  are  estimated  at  five  hundred  men,  of  Congress  could  not  be  gotten  together,  so  that  he  went 

each,  for  the  field.  away  without   being   able   to   forward   the   matter.     The 

UisTHiBUTiON.                      naiiaiiuns.  CouHuittee  met  yesterday,  and,  after  having  considered  of 

Sixty-Fifth,  //('/(/"('I' and  iVe«/ounf//((«(/,    -     -     -     -      1  yQ^,r  Excellency's   letter   to   them,   Colonel   McDougall 

Near  NunUiskct  Road, 1  waited  upon  me,  and  gave  such  reasons  for  not  complying 

Rhode-Island, l'[  with  the  requisition  for  the  heavy  cannon  as  would  not  be 

JVeiv-York, ...--lb  prudent  to  put  on  paper.     He  has  promised  me  that  he 

Fourteenth,  Tlrguiia,  HaUfai,  and  St.  Augustine,  -  1  ^j)!  ^gg  ijig  utmost  influence  in  the  Congress,  which  meets 
Sixteenth,  £f'5?  and  ITest-Flontla, 1  to-morrow,  and  has  no  doubt  of  success ;  that  twelve  ex- 
Sixth,  West-Indies, 1  ceeding  good  iron  four-pounders,  with  a  quantity  of  shells 

Total, 31  and  shot,  shall  be  directly  sent  to  camp;  and,  also,  he  has 

^^  promised  the  loan  of  two  fine  brass  six-pounders,  cast  in  a 
foundry  in  this  City.    They  have  finished  six.    1  very  sin- 
jonN  JAY  TO  NEW-YOHK  CONGRESS.  cercly  wish  your  Excellency  had  been  acquainted  with  this 
Pliihidclphia,  Novcmb  r  2tJ,  1770.  circumstance,  and  charged  me  with  a  commission  to  have 
Sir:   1  have  the   honour  of  transmitting  to  you  tlie  en-  |ia(]  a  number  cast  for  the  camp.     Tliey  turn  out  cheaper 
closed  resolutions  of  Congress,  relative  to  the  I.-land  of  i|ian  the  ones  imported  from  England:  these  cost  three 
Bermuda.  shillings  and  nine  pence,  ^Scxv-York  currency,  per  pound  ; 
We  have  not  yet  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  that  you  ,],e  English,  two   shillings   and   six    pence,  sterling,   per 
had  made  a  House,  and  are  not  without  some  anxiety  on  pound.    They  weigh  about  six  hundred  pounds  apiece.    If, 
that  head.     In  a  few  days,  we  shall  write  to  you  collect-  gjp^  you  should  think  projier  to  have  some  done,  and  will 
ively,  and  should  be  glad  frequently  to  be  informed  of  the  give  orders  to  Colonel  McDougall,  or  some  other  gentle- 
state  of  the  Province.  man  of  this  City,  the  founder  will  execute  one  in  two  days 
The  Neiv-England  exploit  is  much  talked  of,  and  con-  aftei'  be  shall   receive  the  orders,  and  so  any  number  in 
jectures  are   numerous  as  to  the  part  the  Convention  will  proportion.      He    also   can   cast   brass   mortars.     Colonel 
take  relative  to  it.     Some  consider  it  as  an  ill  compliment  McDougall  has  promised  me  that  these  articles  shall  be 
to  the  Government  of  the  Province,  and  prophesy  tliat  you  forwarded  to  the  camp  with  the  utmost  expedition.     You 
have  too  much  Christian  meekness  to  take  any  notice  o(  it.  w'ill  please,  Sir,  to  give  orders  to  Colonel  Burheck  to  get 
For  my  own  part,  I  don't  approve  of  the  feat,  and  think  iig|,t  field   carriages    and   appurtenances   made    for  these 
it  neither  argues  much  wisdom  or  much  bravery  ;  at  any  guns. 

rate,  if  it  was  to  iiave  been  done,  1  wish  our  own  people,  \  giiall  set  out,  by  land,  to-morrow  morning,  for  Ticon- 

and  not  strangers,  had  taken  the  liberty  of  doing  it.    I  con-  deroga,  and  proceed  with  the  utmost  despatch,  as  knowing 

fess  I  am  not  a  little  jealous  of  tlie  honour  of  the  Province,  our  whole  dependance  for  heavy  cannon  will  be  from  that 

and  am  persuaded  that  its  reputation  cannot  be  maintained  post.      Perhaps,  by  my  return  to  camp,  the  reasons  which 

without  some  little  spirit  being  mingled  v.'ith  its  prudence,  pow  operate  against  my  getting  them  here  may  then  cea^e 

I  am,  Sir,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient  to  exist, 
servant,                                                               John  Jay.  I  am,  most  respectfully,  yoin-  Excellency's  most  obedi- 
To  Colonel  Nathaniel  WoodhnU,  at  New-York.  cut  and  most  humble  servant,                     Hknuv  Knox. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

RICHARD    HENRY   LEE    TO  GENERAL  WASH  LNGTON .  

^               ^,                              .,,/-,.'       r         ■    I                       -.1  EDWARD   MOTT  TO   GOVEUNOUR  TROIBULL. 

Dear  General:   As  Mr.  C)/s??..s  can  iurnish  you  with  Kintrston  No  cmb-r-^G  1775 

an  exact  account  of  our  affairs  in  Virginia,  it  will  be  un-  an..,            TF  °'^'  \°^".'^  ""' ~  '    "''' 

necessarv  for  me  to  say  any  thing  on  that  subject.    Proper  Honoured  Sir  :  The  bearer,  Mr  Smith,^s  a  gentleman 

persons  will  certainly  and  presently  be  appointed,  under  ofncer  of  the  Art,  lery,  who  was  taken  at  St    Johns,  and 

proper  reflations,  to  determine  on  sea  captures.  ;^^ewise  Dr.  Scindon,  who  is  ,n  company  with  Mr.  SmUh. 

1  heartily  congratulate  you  on  the  surrender  of  St.  Johns.  These  two  gentlemen,  with  the  whole  garrisoti  of  St.  John  s, 

That  of  Montreal  must,  1  think,  quickly  follow,  because  it  I  I'a^  orders  from  General  Schuyler  to  march  to  Connect,- 

is  quite  defenceless,  and  because  the  far  greater  part  of  the  c«(  with  a  guard  of  one  hundred  men  ;  but  received  orders 

Canadians  are  surely  on   our  side.     If  Colonel  Arnold  while   at    Mr.    Hnlfnwns  landing,   from   the  Continental 

meets  with  success  at  Ouebeck,  we  shall  be  in  a  fine  pos-  (:ongress,  to  march  ihe  men  lo  Lancaster   in  the  I  rovince 

lure  to  receive  our  enemies  next   spring.      I   have  been  o(  Pennsylcenua,jind  the  ofhcers  lo  Lebanon  and  fhnd- 

stionMy   inclined  to  think  that  the  design  of  this  last  re-  ham,  in  Connecticut.     But  by  a  previous  engagement  ol 

enforcement  to  Boston  is  intended  for  s'omelhing  decisive  General  Schuyler  s  to  the  gentlemen  olhcers,  that  they 

this  fall.     Their  credit,  their  necessities,  and   many  other  should  see  their  men  quartered,  I  am  now  marching  them 

considerations,  seem  to  render  an  attempt  on  the  lines  pro-  f,^^  officers  and  privates,  to  Lwwaster,  except  Mr 

bable.     1  make  no  doubt  but  the  most  effectual  guard  will  '^'""'^  «"d  '"^  corps  of  artillery-men.    The  sea  ofhcers  and 

be  taken  to  render  this  attempt  fatal  to  its  authors.      It  is  their  men,  who,  with  the  greatest  part  of  their  h^ggage 

impossible  that  vice  can  so  triumph  over  virtue,  as  that  the  a-^  P"t  of  the  men,  and  all  their  ofhcers,  went  off  by  land 

slaves  of  tyranny  should  succeed   against   the   brave  and  I'-om  Albany,  Un-  (onnccticut,  on  which   I   have  thought 

-renerous  asserters  of  libertv  and  the  just  rights  of  huma-  pi'Ol'ci-  to  consent   that  the  remainder  should  go  and  jo.n 

nitv                                          '                            ^  ^'"^"'• 

We  expect  evcrv  day  to  hear  from  En<^rland.  but  no  in-  ^l''-  Smith  and  the  Doctor  I  have  been  intimate  with  in 

tellicrence  has  come  from  thence  since  I  wrote  you  last.  om  whole  route,  to  this  day  ;  take  them  to  be  gentlemen 

Theartily  wish  you  a  happy  meeting  with  your  lady,  of  honour,  and  will  punctually  observe  any  restrictions  your 

who  leaves  this  place  to-morrow,  for  Cambridi^c.                '  Honour  may  lay  on  them.    Should  wish  that  they  may  be 

1  am,  with  singular  esteem,  dear  Sir,  vourmost  aft'ec-  S'«t''''«d  ''"   ""Y  ';oquest  they  may  make,  consistent   with 

tionate  and  obedient  servant.        ,,  ^  „  ,„    'tt,,,.,.  t  rr  ""  T'^  "^  the  Country.     1  should  have  wrote  more   to 

KiciiARD  HENia  Lee.  you,  but  want  of  lime. 

To  General  l\  ashington.  Subscribe  myself.  Sir,  at  command,  your  most  obedient 

P.  S.   We  have  sent  a  Committee  to  Canada,  to  i^^ite  '""nble  servant,                                            Edward  Mott. 

Deleuates  here,  and  to  settle  the  aflaiis  of  that  Arniv.  To  his  Honour  Governour  Trumbull. 
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ADDREi?S  OF  THE   GENTLEMEN,  ETC.,  OF  THE  COUNTY  PALA- 
TINE  OF  LANCASTER. 

Address  of  the  High  Sheriff,  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster,  present- 
ed to  His  -Majesty  by  Sir  ll'atts  Ilortoii,  Bart.,  the  High 
Sheriff',  accompanied  by  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
Stanley,  and  Sir  Thomas  Egcrlon,  Bart.,  the  Representa- 
tives in  Parliament  of  the  said  County. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The   humble  Address  of  the   High   Sheriff',  Gentlemen, 

Clergy,  and   freeholders  of  the   County  Palatine  of 

Lancaster. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  High 
Sheriff",  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the  Coun- 
ty Palatine  of  Lancaster,  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach 
the  throne  with  all  the  sentiments  of  veneration  and  attach- 
ment due  to  the  father  of  his  jieople. 

Deeply  impressed  ourselves  with  a  grateful  sense  of  the 
blessings  derived  from  your  IMajesty's  truly  jjaternal  Gov- 
ernment, the  spirit  of  which  has  been  ever  directed  by  the 
most  sacred  attention  to  the  happiness  and  liberty  of  your 
people,  we  cannot,  without  astonisliment  and  horror,  behold 
a  great  part  of  our  American  fellow-subjects  so  regardless 
of  these  blessings,  and  ungrateful  to  the  fountain  from 
whence  they  flow,  as  to  violate,  in  the  most  hostile  and 
daring  manner,  every  principle  of  legal  authority  and  just 
subordination. 

From  the  whole  tenor  of  your  Majest) 's  mild  and  auspi- 
cious reign,  as  well  as  the  gracious  assuiances  which  have 
proceeded  from  the  throne,  we  are  fully  convinced,  that 
nothing  on  your  Majesty's  part  has  been  wanting  to  remedy 
these  disorders,  by  methods  consistent  with  the  honour  of 
this  Country,  and  the  felicity  of  its  several  members. 

That  these  deluded  people  still  persist  in  their  rebellious 
opposition  to  the  constitutional  authority  of  these  Realms, 
must  be  imputed  to  the  unwarrantable  and  criminal  inten- 
tions of  those  who  have  usurped  the  rights  and  sovereignty 
amongst  them  ;  intentions  which  the  most  vigorous  exer- 
tions may  be  required  to  defeat. 

To  your  Majesty,  and  the  only  rightful  legislative  body 
of  these  Dominions,  we  cheerfully  confide  the  arduous  task 
of  restoring  order  and  tranquillity,  by  every  means  which 
brave  and  loyal  subjects  can  put  into  your  hands;  and  we 
imjilore  the  Divine  assistance  on  your  counsels  and  exer- 
tions. 

For  our  parts,  happy  in  expressing  to  your  Majesty  the 
duty,  gratitude,  and  affection  to  your  royal  person  and 
faiDily,  which  animate  this  pojjulous,  commercial,  and  manu- 
facturing County,  we  desire  thus  publickly  to  testify  our 
determined  resolution  to  support,  by  every  assistance  in  our 
power,  such  measures  as  your  Majesty  and  the  Parliament 
shall  think  it  necessary  to  adopt  for  the  suppression  of 
these  daring  and  licentious  attacks  upon  the  peace  of  your 
Majesty's  Government,  the  vigour  of  the  laws,  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Constitution. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  GENTLEMEN,  ETC.,  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
BOI-TON. 

Address  of  the   Gentlemen,   Clergy,  Tradesmen,   and 
Manufacturers  of  the  Town  and  neighbourhood  o(  Bolton, 
in  the   Moors   in   the   County  Palatine   of  Lancaster,   pre- 
sented  to   His   Majesty  by   the    Right    Honourable    Lord 
Stanley,  accompanied  by  Sir  Thomas  Egerlon,  Baronet,  the 
Repiesentatives  in  Parliament  of  the  said  County. 
To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clenry,  Trades- 
men, and  Manufacturers  of  the   Town  and  ndghliuur- 
liood  0/ Bolton,  in  the  Moors  in  the  County  Palatine 
of  Lancaster. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Tradesmen,  and  Manufacturers  of  the 
Town  and  neighbourhood  of  Bolton,  in  the  Moors,  humbly 
beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal  presence,  and,  with  hearts 
filled  with  gratitude,  to  express  the  just  sense  we  have  of 
your  many  kingly  virtues,  and  of  the  numberless  blessings 
we  enjoy  under  your  mild  and  auspicious  Government. 


We  consider  as  not  the  least  of  these  the  constant  en- 
couragement given  by  your  Majesty  to  commerce,  and,  in 
consequence  thereof,  the  greatly  increased  and  flourishing 
state  of  the  trade  of  this  Town,  the  centre  of  the  extensive 
cotton  manufacture  of  this  populous  County. 

Thus  bound  by  every  tie  of  duty  and  affection,  we  should 
think  ourselves  highly  criminal,  were  we  backward  in  join- 
ing with  the  rest  of  your  Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  in 
expressing  our  abhorrence  of  that  groundless  and  unnatural 
rebellion  now  raging  in  many  of  your  American  Colo- 
nics. 

We  have  the  greatest  confidence  that  your  Majesty, 
whose  wisdom,  clemency,  and  paternal  goodness  we  have 
so  long  experienced,  will  emi)loy  the  most  efiectual  means 
to  reduce  to  obedience  our  misguided  fellow-subjects. 

Your  Majesty  may  at  all  times  rely  upon  our  fidelity  and 
firni  attachment  to  your  sacred  person  and  family,  and  our 
utmost  exertions  in  support  of  the  legislative  authority  of 
these  Realms. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE    GENTLEMEN,   ETC.,  OF    THE    TOWN    OF 
BLACKBURN. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Manufacturers,  and 
principal  Iidiabitants  of  the  Town  of  Blackburn,  in  the 
County  Palatine  of  Lancaster,  presented  to  His  Majesty 
by  Sir  Thomas  Egcrton,  Bart.,  accompanied  by  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  Stanley,  the  Representatives  in  Parlia- 
ment of  the  said  County. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Manufac- 
turers,  and  principal   Inhabitants   of  the    Town   and 
neighbourhood  of  I3lackburn,  in  the  County  Palatine 
of  Lancaster. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  presume 
to  approach  the  throne,  to  express  our  unfeigned  gratitude 
for  the  blessings  we  have  enjoyed  under  the  paternal  influ- 
ence of  your  Government,  and  to  testify  om'  detestation  of 
the  unnatural  and  rebellious  conduct  of  your  American  sub- 
jects, who,  forgetful  of  the  constant  protection  afforded  them 
in  all  times  of  danger,  at  an  immense  expense,  by  their 
Parent  Countiy,  have,  with  unexampled  ingratitude,  set 
her  at  defiance,  and  most  audaciously  usurped  the  domi- 
nion of  her  Colonies. 

To  the  benignant  care  and  affection  which  your  Majes- 
ty hath  shown  to  your  people,  in  the  protection  of  their 
liberties  and  the  laws  of  the  Constitution,  and  in  the  en- 
couragement of  trade  and  commerce,  we  attribute  the  great 
increase  and  extension  of  the  manufactures  carried  on  in  this 
Town  and  neighbourhood,  by  which  many  thousands  of 
your  subjects  are  supported.  And  as  reports  have  been 
industriously  propagated,  that  the  trade  of  this  Kingdom  is 
reduced  to  the  most  ruinous  state,  in  consequence  of  the 
American  rebellion,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  contradict  such 
assertions,  so  far  as  they  respect  the  trade  of  this  populous 
County. 

We  rely,  with  the  greatest  confidence,  on  the  wisdom 
of  the  Legislature,  for  the  execution  of  such  measures  as 
shall  be  thought  most  conducive  to  the  suppression  of  this 
dangerous  conspiracy,  in  which  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your 
Majesty  of  oiu-  utmost  sup[)ort.  And  when  the  Americans 
shall  be  sensible  of  their  misconduct,  and  make  a  proper 
submission  to  that  authority  which  they  have  so  daiingly 
opposed,  we  humbly  presume  to  wish,  that  the  protection 
of  Government  may  be  again  extended  to  them,  under  such 
regulations  as  shall  be  thought  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  future  fidelity. 


GENERAL  HOWE  TO  THE  EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH. 

Roslon,  NovoinberST,  1775. 
My  Lord:  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship, 
that  the  IVhitby,  transport,  from  Cork,  with  four  Compa- 
nies of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Foot ;  two  transports, 
having  on  board  four  Companies  of  the  third  Battalion  of 
the  Royal  Regiment  of  Artillery,  and  two  ships  with  ord- 
nance stores,  are  safely  arrived.  The  Brig  Nancy,  with 
ordnance  stores,  was  spoke  to  by  one  of  the  King's  cruisers 
the  15th  instant,  and  is  the  only  ordnance  store-ship  miss- 
ing, that  sailed  under  convoy  of  the  Phenir,  man-of-war : 
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but  none  of  the  transports  from  Cork,  witli  ilie  Seventeenth,  tablishmenls,  as  tliey  would  then  be  able  to  spare  men  for 

Twenty-Seventh,  Twenty-Eighth,  Forty-Sixth,  and  Fifty-  extra  services,  and  not  have  the  same  reason  for  pressing 

Fifth  Ret'inients,'  have  yet  made  their  appearance,  except  out  of  the  vessels  from  Earopt  and  other  parts,  coming  with 

the  fVhuby,  above  mentioned,  which  occasions  some  ap-  supplies  for  the  Navy  and  Army— a  practice  which  may 

prehensions'  that  they  have  been  driven  far  to  the  south-  greatly  afR-ct  us  in  future,  unless  your  Lordship  will  be 

ward  by  the  violence  of  the  late  northerly  winds.    It  is  much  pleased  to  direct  that  protections  be  given  to  vessels  sailing 

to  be  wished  that  they  were  arrived,  not  only  for  the  use  from  Britain,  and  exemptions  to  others  who  may  bring 

they  may  be  of,  but  on  account  of  the  advanced  season  of  such  supplies. 

the  year,  and  the  dangers  vessels  must  run  by  coming  on         Before  the  departure  of  General  Gagc,nn  expedition 

iliis  coast,  in  the  present  situation  of  things,  without  con-  was  concerted  by  the  General  and  Admiral,  for  the  destruc- 

\oy  or  force,  and  having  no  friendly  port  but  this  to  receive  tion  of  Cape  Ann  and  Falmouth,  two  sea-port  towns  on 

them,  while  the  Rebels''  cruisers  are  watchful  to  take  the  the  coast  to  the  eastward,  that  were  distinguished  for  their 

advantage  of  their  weakness  or  necessities,  wherein  they  0|)position  to  Government.     The  Canccau,  and  an  armed 

have  already  been  too  successful,  and   will   probably  do  transport,  having  a  small  detachment  of  troops  on  board, 

much  more  mischief,  unless  the  King's  ships  can  contrive  were  to  execute  it.      From  circumstances,  it  was  found 

to  cut  them  off.  inexpedient  to  mal^e  any  attack  upon  Cape  Ann,  where- 

A  remarkable  instance  of  daring  spirit  was  shown  on  the  upon  they  proceeded  to  Falmouth,  which  place,  after  giving 

^!.3th  instant,  within  a  short  distance  of  the  light-house,  and  timely  warning  to  the  inhabitants,  for  the  removal  of  them- 


within  view  of  His  Majesty's  ships,  by  a  schooner  that  had 
actually  taken  one,  and  would  have  taken  two  transports 
loaded  with  forage,  had  it  not  been  for  the  vigilance  of 
Lieutenant  Bourmaster,  of  the  Navy,  and  agent  of  trans- 
]iorts,  on  this  service,  who  cut  his  caljles,  rescued  the  vessel 
taken,  and  drove  off  the  Rebel,  in  an  armed  transport,  sta- 
tioned for  the  protection  of  the  light-house.  In  justice  to 
tliis  gentleman's  merit,  I  beg  leave  to  report  to  your  Lord- 
ship, that  lie  has,  during  General  Gage's  command,  and 
since  that  time,  invariably  acted  with  the  greatest  alacrity 
and  attention  to  the  service  in  his  own  line,  and  upon  other 
occasions. 

In  consequence  of  your  Lordship's  letter  to  the  Master- 
General  of  the  Ordnance,  due  attention  shall  be  paid  to  the 
return  of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  third  Battalion  Royal 
Artillery. 

When  I  had  last  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Lordship, 
1  flattered  myself  that  the  Army  would  have  been  in  quai 


es  and  their  effects,  was  destroyed  on  the  ISth  of  Octo- 
ber, burning  about  five  hundred  houses,  fourteen  sea  ves- 
sels, taking  and  destroying  several  others,  without  any  loss 
on  our  part. 

On  the  return  of  this  detachment,  the  5th  instant,  I 
received  confirmation,  that  the  party  from  the  Rebel  Army, 
under  the  command  of  a  Colonel  Arnold,  of  which  I  pre- 
sume your  Lordship  would  have  advice  from  General  Gage, 
had  gone  up  the  Kennebcck  River,  intending  to  enter  Cana- 
da by  the  River  Chaudierc;  that  they  had  got  to  Fort 
Halifax,  about  sixty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Kcnne- 
beck,  from  whence  they  had  sent  back  about  two  hundred 
sick  ;  nothing  further  has  been  since  heard  of  them. 

General  Gage  would  of  course  acquaint  your  Lordship, 
that  a  vessel  arrived  express  from  (^uebtck,  on  tlie  lOtli 
of  October,  with  letters  to  him  from  General  Carleton 
and  Lieutenant-Governour  Cramahe,  copies  of  which  are 
herewith  enclosed.    In  consequence,  I  determined  to  send, 


....   at  this  time;  but,  to  my  great  disappointment,  the  and  had  ordered  a  Battalion  of  JIarines  to  embaik  imme- 

woi-ks  necessary  for  the   winter  defence  o{  Charlestown  diately  on  board  transports,  and  proceed  to  (:^i(c/'ec-^-,  under 

heights  have  been  so  much  retarded   by  an   unusual   wet  the  convoy  of  the  Ctvic n«,  frigate,  as  had  been  settled  by 

season,  and  want  of  artificers,  that  they  are  not  yet  perfect  Admiral  Graves  declaring  the  attempt  unadvisable  and  im- 

for  the  detachment  intended  to  remain  there;  that  corps,  practicable  for  transports;  upon  which  1  wrote  to  him,  that 

therefore,  is  still  in  the  field.     A  part  of  the  troops  on  this  I  should  drop  the  idea  of  sending  the  troops  m  transports, 

side  have  quilted  the  camp,  and  the  whole  Army,  I  think  upon  his  representations,  as  your  Lordship  may  observe  by 

I  can  assure  your  Lordship,  will  be  under  cover  in  a  few  a  copy  of  my  letter  enclosed,  (No.  2,)  intending  at  that 


days. 

I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  taking  off  the  men 
employed  upon  the  fortification  within  Boston-]Sccl-,  which 
was  begun  before  General  Gage's  departure,  in  order  to 
employ  them  in  throwing  up  redoubts  for  a  better  defence 
on  the  side  of  the  Common. 

The  sickness  of  the  Army  has  rather  increased  of  late, 
from  the  severity  of  the  season  ;  but  hope,  since  theie  is 
nothing  epidemical  among  us,  that  we  shall  quickly  recover 
in  quarters,  provided  we  do  not  wait  too  long  for  tlie  flocks, 
bedding,  blankets,  Jcc,  ex|)ected  from  England.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  utmost  attention  will  be  had  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  health. 

Your  Lordship  having  been  pleased  to  take  notice  of  the 
loss  this  Army  has  suffered  by  desertion  during  the  cam- 
paign, I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you,  that  only 
tJiirty-three  men  have  deserted  since  the  19th  o(  April. 

By  informalion,  the  Rebel  Troops  are  in  great  want  of 
clothini;,  and  much   dissatisfied  on  other  accounts :  their 


time  to  procure  smaller  vessels,  better  adapted  to  work  their 
way  up  the  River  St.  Lawrence ;  but  not  being  able  to  have 
tliein  fitted  for  sea  in  reasonable  time  to  undertake  the  voy- 
age with  the  least  prospect  of  succeeding,  I  judged  it  most 
prudent  to  decline  sending  the  re-enforccinent,  and  de- 
spatched the  express  vessel  back  to  (^uebtck,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  i;3th  of  October. 

A  variety  of  contradictory  reports  have  since  como,  by 
the  way  o{  Neiv-York,  relative  to  the  transaciions  on  the 
jiart  of  Canada,  and  mostly  fovourable  to  His  Majesty's 
ai-ms,  until  the  20th  instant,  when  a  ihw  days  jiast  a  Rebel 
paper  was  brought  in  here,  giving  an  account  of  the  surren- 
dei'  and  capitulation  of  Chamblij  and  .S'^  John's,  by  which 
the  gari'ison  are  to  remain  prisoners  in  Connecticut,  or 
elsewhere,  as  the  Continental  Congress  shall  direct ;  Ma- 
jor Stopford,  of  the  Seventh  Regiment,  commanded  at  the 
first,  and  }>\;\]m-  Vreslon,  of  the  Twenty-Sixth,  at  the  latter 
place.  A  vessel  from  (-^uebcck,  bound  to  Europe,  which 
was  spoke  with  lately  at  sea,  having  given  the  same  infor- 


agreements  to  serve  will  expire  for  the  most  part  by  the     mation,  I  fear  there  is  too  much  truth  in  the  intelligence 


last  o(  December,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  many 
of  them  will  decline  entering  into  new  engagements  ;  in 
the  mean  time,  they  have  got  into  barracks,  having  a  range 
of  them  at  every  po?t,  the  most  cxten-ive  of  which  arc 
at  Cambridge. 

The  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  this  harbour,  so  neces- 
sary for  tlie  safety  of  vessels  bound  to  this  jjort,  is  now,  1 
hope,  effectually  secured,  and  a  detachment  of  troops  will 
be  kept  there  for  its  future  defence;  the  lantern  is  repaired, 
and  was  lighted  the  23d  instant. 

I  beg  leave  to  remark,  the  great  want  of  seamen  experi- 
enced this  snnnner,  for  the  navigating  of  transports,  for 
manning  armctl  vessels  and  boats  on  particular  services,  and 
oil  many  other  occasions,  which  induces  me  to  urge  the 
necessity  of  sending  out  seamen  to  complete  the  transports 
to  ilieir  proper  number,  a  return  whereof  is  enclosed.  It  is 
also  to  be  wished,  tliat  the  King's  ships  had  their  war  es- 


I  am,  ice 


W.  Howe. 


lulon,  Novem 


Thi^  day,  a  few  miinitcs  after  three  o'clock,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  made  his  motion;  he 
was  seconded  by  the  Lord  Mayor  o{  London.  It  was 
couched  in  the  following  terms:  ''That  an  humble  address 
be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  requesting  that  His  Majesty 
wouki  he  graciously  pleased  to  impart  to  the  House  who 
were  the  oriiiinal  authors  and  advisers  of  the  following 
mea-nres,  before  they  were  proposed  by  Parliament:  the 
taxing  America  without  consent  of  its  Assemblies,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  revenue;  for  the  extending  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  and  Vice-Admiralty  : 
fjr  taking  away  the  Charter  of  the  Province  of  Massachu- 
s,:its-B(ii/ ;  for  restraining  the  American  fishery;  for  ex- 


1681 


CORllESPOADEiXCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &ic.,  NOVEMBER,  1775. 


1682 


empting  murderers  from  irial  in  America ;  for  transporting 
accused  Colonists  to  England,  to  be  tried  for  offences  com- 
mitted in  America;  and,  more  especially,  for  establishing 
popery  and  despotism  in  Canada."  A  little  after  six,  tlie 
main  question  was  put,  and  it  was  rejected  on  a  division  ; 
one  hundred  and  sixty-tliree  against  it,  and  ten  for  it. 

ALBEMARLE  COUNTY  (vIRGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

Albemark',  November  27,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  are  affected  with  the 
deepest  anxiety  on  account  of  the  distressed  situation  to 
which  many  of  the  poor  inhabitants  in  the  lower  parts  of 
this  country  are  or  may  be  reduced,  by  being  driven  from 
their  habitations,  and  do  therefore  earnestly  recommend  to 
all  tlie  good  people  of  this  County  to  furnish  all  such  as 
may  be  in  need  thereof  with  such  lands,  houses,  and  other 
accommodations  as  may  be  in  their  power  to  spare ;  and 
each  mejiiber  of  this  Commiitee  doth,  for  himself,  resolve 
to  enter  cordially  into  this  humane  design. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolution  be  published  in  tlie 

John  Walker,  Chairman. 


T'irginia  Gazette. 


GENERAL    SCHLYLER   TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Ticondcroga,  November  27,  1775. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  of  the  r20th  instant,  I  observed  that  about 
six  hundred  and  fifty  or  seven  hundred  of  the  troo()s  raised 
in  Connecticut  remained  in  Canada.  I  have  not  had  a  re- 
turn from  thence,  but,  from  the  best  information  I  have 
been  al)le  to  procure,  and  from  former  returns,  1  am  con- 
vinced they  do  not  exceed  two  hundred.  The  enclosed 
state,  though  imperfect,  will  exhibit  nearly  our  force  in 
Canada. 

It  may  be  asked  why  IVamer's  Regiment  were  sutTered 
to  come  away,  and  some  other  of  the  troops  raised  in  this 
Colony,  as  the  term  for  which  they  were  engaged  would 
not  expire  until  the  last  day  of  next  month.  The  unha|.i|)y 
cause  is  this  :  at  »SV.  John's  the  Connecticut  troops  were  so 
very  importunate  to  return  home,  that  Cn;ne\a\ Montgomery 
was  under  the  necessity  of  promising  that  all  those  that 
would  follow  him  lo  Montreal  s\\ou\A  have  leave  lo  return. 
This  declaration  he  could  not  confine  to  the  Connecticut 
troops,  as  such  a  discrimination  would  have  been  odious. 
It  might  have  been  expected  that  men  influenced  by  a 
sense  of  liberty  would  not  have  required  such  a  promise, 
and  that  others,  to  whom  it  was  not  immediately  intended, 
would  not  have  taken  the  advantage  of  it ;  but  all  this 
flows  from  the  same  unliappy  source  with  the  other  dis- 
orders too  prevalent  in  our  troops — a  want  of  subordina- 
tion and  discipline,  an  evil  which  may  prove  fatal  to  us. 

Few  of  the  troops  now  in  Canada  will  be  able  to  come 
away  until  they  can  cioss  upon  the  ice ;  but  as  soon  as  that 
hap[)ens,  I  believe  the  greater  part  will  return  ;  and  should 
we  not  be  able  to  possess  ourselves  of  (^ueheck,  which  it 
is  probable  we  will  not  if  Colonel  Arnold  met  with  any 
op[)osition,  as  the  weather  has  been  so  exceedingly  severe 
that  no  troops  could  lie  out,  the  consequences  may  be  very 
deplorable.  Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  necessary,  all  cir- 
cumstances considered,  to  raise  three  thousand  men  in 
Pennsi/lvania  and  JS'ew- Jersey,  and  order  them  to  rendez- 
vous with  all  possible  despatch  at  Albany,  to  prepare  and 
be  ready  to  march  as  soon  as  the  lakes  are  passable,  con- 
ducted by  whatever  ofiicer  Congress  shall  appoint  to  com- 
mand in  that  quarter. 

Geneial  Washington  writes  me  that  he  is  in  very  great 
want  of  powder,  lead,  mortars,  cannon,  and  most  sorts  of 
artillery  stores,  and  begs  that  1  will  send  him  all  that  can 
be  spared  from  this  quarter.  What  operations  Congress 
may  intend  to  carry  on  this  way,  I  do  not  know-,  and  con- 
sequently cannot  determine  if  any  can  be  spared  ;  but  at 
present  none  can  be  sent,  as  we  must  wait  until  lake&'fo/n-t 
is  frozen  over,  in  order  to  transport  them.  The  little  pow- 
der here  is  going  to  jSeiv-York,  agreeable  to  the  order  of 
Congress.  Lead  we  have  little  left,  and  all  the  ordnance 
and  military  stores  in  Canada  are  either  carried  otlor  de- 
stroyed by  General  Carleton,  except  what  was  taken  at 
St.  John's,  and  what  was  sent  from  hence. 

As  the  Ministry  seem  determined  to  carry  on  the  war 
with  spirit,  would  it  not  be  advisable,  as  soon  as  there  is 
good  sledding,  to  remove  all  the  prisoners  from  Connecti- 
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cut  to  some  of  the  interior  Towns  in  Pe7i)isylvania ;  both 
because  it  will  enable  the  former  Colony  to  oppose  more 
men,  and  save  the  expense  of  transporting  provisions  from 
Hudson's  River  for  the  supply  of  the  eastern  Armies,  which 
I  think  I  can  foresee  must  be  the  case  in  the  next  cam- 
paign. 

21lh,  two  o'clock. — I  have  this  moment  received  a  let- 
ter from  General  Montgomery,  copy  of  which  I  do  myself 
the  honour  to  enclose  you.  In  a  note  of  the  20th,  he 
advises  me  that  he  hoped  to  proceed  towards  Quebcck  ihe 
next  day  ;  but  complains  that  the  troops  leave  him  in  great 
numbers,  and  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  especially, 
who  had  promised  to  go  down  with  him. 

I  could  wish  Mr.  Mason  to  be  confirmed  as  Postmaster 
at  Montreal.  I  shall  make  a  temporary  appointment  of  one 
at  Albany:  but  I  did  not  think  that  the  army  letters  should 
liay  postage,  and  have  therefore  wrote  to  Mr.  Hazard  to 
deliver  them  gratis,  until  he  receives  orders  from  the  Post- 
master-General on  this  head. 

I  am  informed  that  all  the  vessels  in  which  Mr.  Carle- 
ton  had  embarked  himself,  his  troops  and  stores,  have  sur- 
rendered by  capitulation  ;  that  Carleton  got  on  shore,  and 
was  gone  towards  ({ucbcck.  I  believe  it  lo  be  true,  and 
hope  soon  to  give  you  authentick  intelligence  of  it. 

The  schooner  and  row-galley  taken  at  .SV.  John's  are 
just  arrived  here,  together  with  our  sloop  and  schooner, 
full  of  pri'^oners  and  their  baggage.  I  am  much  distressed 
to  get  them  on,  my  cattle  fairly  worn  out,  and  only  six 
horses,  which  I  sent  for  from  my  own  stables,  and  the  boats 
that  go  from  the  landing  to  Fort  George  do  not  return 
above  once  in  eight  days  from  thence,  as"  I  have  few  men 
there,  and  the  troops  that  are  going  home  will  not  by  any 
means  send  a  few  hands  to  bring  them  back. 

I  have  issued  warrants  for  raising  three  Companies.  I 
hope  they  will  be  up  before  the  first  o(  .January,  as  I  can- 
not get  any  of  the  kvi  men  here  to  re-engage." 

The  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  are  not  yet  arrived. 
28th. — At  four  this  afternoon  I  was  agreeably  surprised 
with  the  sight  of  Brigadier-General  Prescott  and  the  offi- 
cers taken  with  him  from  on  board  the  vessels.  En- 
close you  the  several  relui-ns  sent  me  by  General  Mont- 
gomery, who  was  so  hurried  with  his  preparations  for  de- 
scending to  (^uebeck,  that  he  could  not  find  time  to  send 
me  the  terms  which  he  gave  Prescott. 

I  am  happy  to  learn  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee, 
who  arrived  here  at  seven  this  evening,  that  Congress  has 
ordered  the  prisoners  to  Pennsylvania.  As  those  still  here 
and  on  their  way  from  Montreal  will  not  be  able  lo  go 
down  Hudson's  River  in  vessels,  I  propose  sending  them 
to  Ulster  County,  for  the  present,  as  the  expense  of  wheel 
carriages  runs  very  high,  and  that  they  may  be  moved 
thence  in  sleds  at  a  much  cheaper  rale,  as  soon  as  we  have 
a  fall  of  snow. 

General  Carleton  stole  from  on  board  the  vessels  with 
six  Canadians,  and  dressed  like  one  of  them  ;  in  this  dis- 
guise he  hopes  to  get  into  (^uebeck ;  but  if  he  does,  the 
weather  has  been  so  severe  that  I  trust  he  will  not  be  able 
to  leave  it,  and  then  he  must  fall  into  our  hands  in  the 
course  of  this  winter,  if  not  immediately. 

I  find  that  it  is  the  intentions  of  the  New-York  Con- 
gress that  the  troops  raised  in  that  Colony  should  pay  for 
their  underclothes  that  were  given  them.  I  cannot  learn 
that  ihe  troops  expected  to  have  any  thing  stopped  out  of 
their  wages  on  that  account.  The  greatest  part  of  them 
are  now  in  Canada,  and  I  fear  that  few  of  them  will  remain 
in  the  service  if  that  should  be  the  case.  I  could  wish, 
therefore,  for  the  immediate  determination  of  Congress  on 
this  head. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  piofound  respeci, 
your  most  obedient  and  very  luuublc  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  &c. 


GENERAL  MONTGOMERY  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Montreal,  November  19,  177;,. 

Dear  General  :  I  wrote  to  you  the  other  day,  in  a 
great  hurry,  by  express,  sending  a  letter  for  General  H'ash- 
ington,  from  Colonel  Arnold.  I  have  this  morning  had 
another  exjjress  from  Colonel  Arnold,  acquainting  me  Im 
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has  crossed  the  river  to  the  (^uebeck  side;  that  he  has 
been  near  surprising  the  Town  ;  that  it  was  closely  invest- 
ed ;  that  they  were  in  the  greate.-t  confusion  within,  the  in- 
habitants having  refused  to  take  arms.  A  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions and  wood  must  bring  the  garrison  to  terms,  were  a 
blockade  alone  to  be  tiie  measure  adopted.  Mr.  Cnrleton 
is  in  statu  quo,  about  fifteen  miles  on  this  side  .So/e/,  where 
I  iiope  they  will  not  let  him  pass.  1  suppose  Mr.  Carleton 
tj  on  board  the  fleet,  which  left  this  upon  my  ariival,  as  I 
never  liave  had  any  account  of  his  making  his  escape. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  adjust  the  new  formed  corps, 
or  get  our  warm  clothing  ready  to  go  down,  touching  which 
I  am  exceedingly  impatient,  Arnold  having  no  artillery,  and 
being  in  want  of  warm  clothing. 

I  liave  appointed  a  Mr.  Mason  (one  of  our  friends  in 
this  Town)  Postmaster,  till  the  pleasure  of  Congress  be 
known,  to  be  recommended  to  Dr.  Franklin. 

1  find  Mr.  I'rice  so  active  and  intelligent,  so  warm  a 
friend  to  the  measures  adopted  by  Congress,  that  1  wish  to 
have  hiin  mentioned  in  the  strongest  terms  to  Congress.  I 
have  set  a  Regiment  on  foot  of  Canadians,  James  Livivg- 
sion,  Colonel  ;  to  be  engaged  lor  twelve  months,  should  this 
unhappy  controversy  last  so  long. 

1  have  made  the  inhabitants  acquainted  with  the  views 
of  Congress  relative  to  this  Province,  declaring  1  should 
call  a  convention  upon  my  return  from  (^ucbeck.  I  have 
had  some  conversation  with  Pierre  Flacquet,  a  Jesuit,  at 
the  head  of  the  society  here,  and  esteemed  a  very  sensible 
fellow.  He  complained  of  some  little  indignities  shown 
their  order,  particularly  in  making  part  of  their  house  the 
common  prison,  by  His  Majesty's  Governours.  1  promised 
redress,  and  hinted,  at  the  same  time,  the  great  probability 
of  tjial  society  enjoying  their  estate,  (notwithstanding  Sir 
J ejferij Amherst's  pretensions,)  should  this  Province  accede 
to  the  general  union.  I  hope  this  hint  may  be  of  service, 
the  Priests  hitherto  having  done  us  all  the  mischief  in  their 
power;  in  many  Parishes  they  will  not  yet  give  the  peo- 
ple absolution.  However,  I  have  shown  all  the  respect  in 
my  power  to  religion,  and  have  winked  at  this  behaviour 
in  the  Priests,  for  fear  of  giving  malice  a  handle. 

I  wish  (  could  have  apprized  you  in  time  of  your  obliga- 
tions to  Captain  McKay.  He  generously  offered  Mr.C'«r/c- 
ton,  if  he  would  give  him  two  hundred  men,  to  go  and 
burn  the  new  church  at  Sartigan,  last  summer;  he  is  so 
inveterate  a  fellow,  that  I  think  if  the  other  prisoners  should 
be  indulged  in  returning  to  their  families  this  winter,  he 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  enter  this  Province.  When 
a  convention  is  assembled,  I  propose  requesting  the  return 
of  the  other  gentlemen  on  their  parole. 

The  inhabitants  are  our  friends  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  to  (^uebeck ;  our  expresses  go  without  interruption 
backwards  and  forwards  ;  a  young  man  who  has  got  out  of 
(^uebeck  informs  me  that  the  Lieutenant  Governour,  the 
Chief  Justice,  and  several  others,  have  put  their  baggage 
on  board  ship,  and  that  no  ship  is  permitted  to  sail  :  this 
looks  as  if  they  despaired  of  making  a  defence.  Colonel 
Maclean  has  threatened  a  sortie.  Arnold  is  apprized  of  it, 
and  his  troops  wish  for  it. 

I  hear  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  powder  at 
Niagara;  perhaps  this  may  be  thought  an  object  worthy 
of  attention.  Tliey  have  been  very  apprehensive  of  an 
attack  from  the  Virginians  in  that  quarter  all  this  summer. 
I  fear  Carleton  has  thrown  a  great  quantity  of  powder  into 
the  river.  I  have  desired  a  severe  message  to  be  delivered 
to  him  on  that  subji  ct. 

Farewell,  my  dear  Sir,  and  believe  me,  with  all  regard 
and  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

lo  Uencral  SihuyUr. 

P.  S.  Hard  money,  if  possible,  should  be  sent  down.  1 
can  get  sDuie  thousands  here  iVoni  I'ricr,  tlu>iiL;li  not  sulH- 
cient  to  answer  all  expenses,  and  it  is  too  soon  to  oiler 
paper.  


The  General  embraces  this  happy  occasion  of  making 
his  acknowledgments  to  the  troops,  for  their  patience  and 
perseverance  during  the  course  of  a  fatiguing  campaign. 
They  have  merited  the  applause  of  their  grateful  country- 
men. He  is  now  ready  to  fulfil  the  engagements  of  the 
publick.     Passes,  together  with  boats  and  provisions,  shall 


be  furnished,  upon  application  to  commanding  officers  of 
Regiments,  for  such  as  choose  to  return  home.  Yet  he 
entreats  the  troops  not  to  lay  him  under  the  necessity  of 
abandoning  Canada  ;  of  undoing  in  one  day  what  has  been 
the  work  of  months,  and  of  restoring  to  an  enraged  and 
hitherto  disappointed  enemy  the  means  of  carrying  a  cruel 
war  into  the  very  bowels  of  their  Country.  Impressed 
with  a  just  sense  of  the  spirit  of  the  troops,  their  attach- 
ment to  the  interest  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  of  their 
regard  to  their  own  honour,  he  flatters  himself  that  none 
will  leave  him  at  this  critical  juncture,  but  such  whose 
affairs  or  health  absolutely  require  their  relmn  home.  He 
has  still  hopes,  notwithstanding  the  advanced  season  of  the 
year,  should  he  be  seconded  by  the  generous  valour  of  the 
troops,  hitherto  highly  favoured  by  Providence,  to  leduce 
(■^uebeck,  in  conjunclion  with  the  troops  which  have  pene- 
trated by  way  of  the  A't7);ic4ec^-  River,  and  thereby  dejiiive 
the  Ministerial  Army  of  all  the  fooling  in  this  inqjortant 
Piovince. 

Those  who  engage  in  this  honourable  cause  shall  be 
furnished  completely  with  every  article  of  clothing  neces- 
sary for  the  rigour  of  the  climate,  viz  :  a  blanket  coat,  coat, 
vest,  breeches,  one  pair  stockings,  two  shirts,  leggins,  socks, 
shoes,  mitts,  and  cap,  at  the  Continental  charge,  and  one 
dollar  bounty.  The  troops  are  oidy  requested  to  engage 
till  the  lijlh  o(  April.  They  shall  be  discharged  sooner, 
if  the  ex|)ected  re-enforcements  arrive  before  that  Ume. 
James  Van  Hessselaer,  Aid-dc-Camj). 


GENERAL  MONTGOMERY  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Moiitre^.l,  November  ^0,  1775. 

My  dear  Sir:  In  iny  letter  of  yesterday  I  omitted  to 
speak  of  Captain  Lamb,  of  the  artillery  ;  1  have  had  some 
difficulty  in  persuading  him  to  stay.  He  says  the  pay  is 
such  a  trifle  that  he  is  consuming  his  own  property  to  main- 
tain hiutself,  and  that  by  and  by  his  family  must  starve  at 
home. 

He  is  absolutely  necessary  with  this  Army,  if  we  are  to 
have  artillery.  He  is  active,  spirited,  and  industrious,  and 
I  do  think  he  should  have  an  appointment  adequate  to  the 
services  he  has  rendered.  I  have  entreated  him  to  stay, 
with  assurance  that  I  would  represent  his  circumstances  to 
Congress ;  in  the  mean  time,  I  have  given  him  a  little  money 
on  account. 

1  hear  of  your  bad  health  with  the  most  real  concern: 
don't  despair.     Yours,  r,„„kd  Montgomery. 

To  (Jeneral  Schuyler. 

GENERAL  MONTGOMERY  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Montreal,  November  '33,  177,'). 

My  dear  Sir;  Colonel  Easton  has  shown  so  much  zeal 
and  activity  in  the  important  service  he  has  been  employed 
upon,  that  I  think  myself  oldiged  to  sjieak  of  him  in  the 
warmest  terms  of  acknowledgment ;  and,  as  his  character 
has  suffered  in  the  publick  opinion  by  some  unfortunate 
transaction  last  summer,  I  hope  yon  will  be  kind  enougl 
to  do  him  the  justice  his  conduct  with  me  has  merited. 

I  am,  &ic.,  ,,  ■,, 

To  General  Schuyler. 


COLONEL   AliNOLO   TO  (iENERAL    MONTGOMERY. 

Colvil-I'laee,  IJ  miles  from  Quobeck,  Nov.  14,  177.5. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  you  yesterday  froi\i  Point  Levi,  by 
an  express  sent  from  Sorel  by  Colonel  Easton,  of  my 
intention  of  crossing  ihe  St.  Eawrencc,  which  I  happily 
elFected  between  nine  and  four  in  the  morning,  without 
being  discovered,  until  tny  party  of  five  hundred  men  were 
nearly  all  over,  when  a  frigate's  barge  coming  up,  discover- 
ed oiu-  landing,  and  prevented  our  surprising  the  Town.  We 
fh'ed  into  her  and  killed  three  men.  I  am  this  minute  in- 
formed, by  a  gentleman  from  Town,  that  Colonel  Maclean. 
had  determined  to  pay  us  a  visit  this  morning,  with  six  hun- 
dred men  and  some  field-pieces.  We  are  prepared,  and 
anxious  to  see  him.  Others  from  Town  inform  me  that 
the  inhabitants  in  general  had  laid  down  their  arms.  By 
the  best  information,  they  are  in  the  greatest  confusion  ; 
very  short  of  wood  and  provisions,  much  divided,  and  re- 
fused provisions  from  the  inhabitants;  and  if  blocked  up 
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by  a  superior  force,  must,  as  soon  as  the  frost  sets  in,  sur- 
render. I  liave  thought  proper  to  despatch  the  bearer  to 
inform  you  of  my  situation,  as  also  with  a  request  1  have 
to  make.  I  must  refer  you  to  liiin  for  particulars  :  as  I 
have  been  so  unfortunate  in  my  former  letters,  I  do  not 
choose  to  commit  every  intelligence  to  writing.  It  is  the 
current  report  here  that  you  have  invested  Montrtal  and 
cut  off  their  retreat.  This  I  hope  is  true,  and  that  I  shall 
soon  iiave  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  o     . 

'  li.  Aknold. 

Brigadier-General  Montgomery. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  the  enemy  found 
means  to  make  prisoner  of  one  of  our  out  sentinels.  1  im- 
mediately invested  the  Town  as  near  as  possible  with  my 
troops,  which  has  occasioned  them  to  set  fire  to  the  sub- 
urbs of  .SV.  Johns,  and  several  of  the  houses  without  the 
wall  are  now  in  flames.  B.  A. 


COI.OXEf,   ARNOLD   TO   OENEKAL   MONTGOMERY. 

Camp  before  Quubeck,  NovL-inber  16,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  My  last  was  of  the  14th  inst.,  advising  you 
of  my  crossing  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  being  before  (^ue- 
beck ;  since  which,  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
from  you.  I  then  informed  you  of  my  situation  and  pros- 
pects. Fearing  that  may  have  miscarried,  1  have  thought 
proper  to  despatch  the  bearer,  a  merchant  of  (^ueheclc,  and 
particular  friend  of  mine,  who  has  been  kind  enough  to 
offer  his  service,  and  will  inform  you  more  fully  than  in  my 
])ower  to  write.  1  am  very  anxious  to  hear  from  you,  and 
much  more  so  to  see  you  here. 

1  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  obedient  humble 


Be 


T  Aknold. 


Brigadier-General  Montgomery. 


COLONEL    ARNOLD   TO   LIEUTENANT-GOV  ERNOUR    CRAMAHE. 

Camp  before  Qiiebeck,  November  15,  1775. 

Sir:  1  yesterday  sent  the  enclosed  with  a  flag  and  offi- 
cer, who,  approaching  near  the  walls  of  the  Town,  was, 
contrary  to  humanity  and  the  laws  of  nations,  fired  on,  and 
narrowly  escaped  being  killed.  This  I  imputed  to  the  ig- 
norance of  your  guards,  and  ordered  him  to  return  this 
morning,  and,  to  my  great  surprise,  he  was  received  in  the 
same  manner  as  yesterday.  This  is  an  insult  I  could  not 
have  expected  IVom  a  private  soldier,  much  more  from  an 
officer  of  your  rank  ;  and,  through  me  oflered  to  the  United 
Colonies,  will  be  deeply  resented  ;  but  at  any  rate  cannot 
redound  to  your  honour  or  valour.  I  am  informed  you 
have  put  a  prisoner,  taken  from  me,  into  irons.  I  desire 
to  know  the  truth  of  this,  and  ilie  manner  in  which  he 
is  treated.  As  1  have  several  |)risoner3,  taken  from  you, 
who  now  feed  at  my  own  table,  you  may  expect  that  they 
will  be  treated  in  the  same  manner,  in  future,  as  you  treat 
mine. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benedict  Arnold. 
To  the  Honourable  H.  T.  Cramahc. 


Cump  before  Quebeck,  Xovrmber  14,  1775. 

Sir:  The  unjust,  cruel,  and  tyrannical  acts  of  a  venal 
British  Parliament,  tending  to  enslave  the  American  Colo- 
nies, have  obliged  them  to  appeal  to  Goil  and  the  sword 
for  redress.  That  Being,  in  whose  hands  are  all  human 
events,  has  hitherto  smiled  on  their  virtuous  efforts.  And 
as  every  artifice  has  been  used  to  make  the  innocent  Ca- 
nadians instruments  of  their  cruelty,  by  instigating  them 
against  the  Colonies,  and  oppressing  them  on  tlieir  refusing 
to  enforce  every  oppressive  mandate,  the  American  Con- 
gress, induced  by  motives  of  humanity,  have,  at  their  le- 
(|uest,  sent  General  Schuyler  into  Canada  for  their  relief 
To  co-operate  with  him,  1  am  ordered  by  his  Excellency 
General  Washington  to  take  possession  of  the  Town  of 
(•^uebeck.  1  do  therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  United  Co- 
lonics, demand  immediate  surrender  of  the  Town,  fortifica- 
tions, iiic,  of  i:luebeck,  to  the  forces  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies under  my  command  ;  forbidding  you  to  injure  any  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  in  their  persons  or  properly, 


as  you  will  answer  the  same  at  your  peril.  On  surrender- 
ing the  Town,  the  property  of  every  individual  shall  be 
secured  to  him  ;  but  if  I  am  obliged  to  carry  the  Town  by 
storm,  you  may  expect  every  severity  practised  on  such 
occasions;  and  the  merchants,  who  may  now  save  their 
property,  will  probably  be  involved  in  the  general  ruin. 
I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Benedict  Arnold. 
Hon.  Hector  T.  Cramahc,  Lieutenant-Governour  of  Qiie- 
beck. 


EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER    FROM     RHODE-ISLAND    TO    A   GEN- 
TLEMAN   IN    PHILADELPHIA,   DATED   NOV.   27,    1775. 

You  most  justly  observe  that  America  can  only  look  for 
safety  in  a  vigorous,  determined  defence.  The  die  is  cast. 
The  union  of  the  Colonies  with  Britain  is  at  an  end.  It 
is  as  easy  to  bring  the  two  poles  together  as  to  bring  about 
an  accommodation.  The  King  is  absolute  master  of  the 
Parliament,  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  Army,  of  the  Navy, 
and  of  a  still  greater  host  of  pensioners,  placemen,  and  ex- 
pectants, and  is  unalterably  determined  to  be  as  absolute 
master  of  .^mtr/ta.  The  people  of  Britain,  even  sup- 
posing them  averse  to  the  measures  pursued  by  the  King, 
are  disarmed,  spiritless,  and  without  leaders,  and  conse- 
quently will  do  nothing  eflectual  in  our  favour,  unless  they 
should  meet  with  some  signal  misfortunes.  In  short,  the 
only  thing  I  hope  for  from  them  is,  that,  as  it  is  impossible 
to  raise  the  su|)plies  within  the  year,  the  moneyed  men 
will  be  afraid  to  advance  the  necessary  sums  for  carrying 
on  the  war.  In  this  situation,  we  may  be  assured  that  we 
shall  have  the  whole  force  of  Britain  to  contend  with  ; 
and,  considering  the  immense  debt  under  which  the  Nation 
staggers,  the  loss  of  trade  and  revenue,  the  great  danger  of 
a  war  with  the  house  of  Bourbon,  (who  will  not  let  slip  so 
glorious  an  o|)portunity  of  revenging  the  losses  and  dis- 
graces of  the  last  war,)  and  tlie  greater  danger  of  the  fail- 
ure of  publick  credit,  1  think  it  highly  probable  that  their 
whole  force  will  be  exerted  in  the  next  campaign.  The 
Ministry  know  that  if  the  war  be  protracted,  it  will  finally 
prove  unsuccessful;  and,  of  course,  they  must  and  will 
adventure  their  whole  upon  a  single  cast.  You  mention- 
ed to  me,  in  a  letter,  some  time  since,  your  opinion  that 
the  enemy  will  act  next  year  with  three  armies  in  Ameri- 
ca. If  you  have  truly  conjectured  their  plan,  as  I  believe 
you  have,  they  will  not  have  less  than  thirty-five  thousand 
men,  well  appointed,  besides  their  naval  force.  Do  not 
let  us  flatter  ourselves  that  the  Ministry  will  not  be  able  to 
procure  so  great  a  number  of  men  ;  for  one  year  they  can 
make  still  more  powerful  eflbrts.  But  let  us  not  be  dis- 
couraged ;  we  have  men  enough,  and  plenty  of  provisions, 
and  all  things  necessary  for  our  defence,  l  trust  we  liave 
a  great  share  of  publick  spirit,  and  what  is  wanting  in  that 
will  be  amply  sup|)lied  by  a  manly  resentment  of  intoler- 
able injuries,  scorn,  and  contempt.  Let  us  be  fully  pre- 
pared for  one  warm  campaign,  and,  although  the  war  may 
continue  longer,  the  Colonies  will  be  out  of  danger.  We 
have,  perhaps,  the  greatest  resources  of  any  people  upon 
earth.  We  begin  the  war  free  from  debt ;  the  jjopulation 
is  very  rapid;  we  have  an  immense  vacant  territory,  which 
may  be  filled  with  inhabitants,  even  during  the  war,  and 
which,  with  the  Crown  rents,  will  be  a  sufficient  fund  for 
the  payment  of  any  debts  we  may  contract ;  besides,  the 
debt  contracted  by  three  millions  of  people  will  be  proba- 
bly paid  by  six  millions.  Nor  will  our  children  have  reason 
to  censure  our  conduct.  We  shall  leave  them  a  glorious 
patrimony,  encumbered  only  with  an  insignificant  debt. 
The  great  question   between  America  and  Britain  is  now 


reduced  to 


point 


ve  must  be  independent  or  slaves. 


No  man  can  hesitate  a  moment  in  his  choice.  With  vigour 
and  prudence,  the  whole  force  of  America  may  be  united 
and  exerted.  NVe  must  declare  ourselves  free.  While  we 
continue  humble  petitioners,  professing  loyalty,  duty,  and 
obedience,  what  nation  upon  earth  will  enter  into  alliance 
with  us,  or  take  any  measures,  unless  to  our  prejudice,  in 
consequence  of  the  present  quarrel.-  A  federal,  not  an  in- 
corporating union,  must  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible. 
Above  all,  the  authority  of  the  Congress  must  be  establish- 
ed ;  for  there  is  no  other  name  given  under  heaven  whereby 
we  can  he  politically  saved.    Sufficient  quantities  of  warlike 
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stores  and  provisions  must  be  seasonably  collected  for 
armies,  to  consist,  in  the  whole,  of  not  less  than  sixty  thou- 
sand men.  Our  furnaces  and  smiths'  shops  must  be  em- 
ployed in  making  cannon,  cannon  ball,  and  muskets;  and 
other  stores  must  be  collected  this  winter.  In  short,  we 
have  immense  preparation  to  make,  and  but  a  liiile  time 
to  do  it  in.  These  are  some  of  the  measures  that  appear 
to  me  of  the  utmost  importance.  They  are  striking  at 
first  view,  and  need  not  any  arguments  to  enforce  ihem, 
even  if  I  had  time. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  RICHARD  HENRY  LEE. 

Cumbridge,  November  27,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  13th,  with  the  enclo- 
sures, (for  which  1  thank  you,)  came  to  this  place  on 
fVednesday  evening — part  of  which,  that  is,  the  night,  I 
was  engaged  with  a  party  of  men  throwing  up  a  work 
upon  a  hill  called  Cobblc-Hlll,  which,  in  case  we  should 
ever  be  supplied  with  such  things  as  we  want,  may  prove 
useful  to  us,  and  could  not  be  delayed,  as  the  earth  here 
is  getting  as  hard  as  a  rock.  This,  and  the  early  departure 
of  the  post,  prevented  my  giving  your  letter  an  answer 
the  next  morning. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiries  respecting  armed  vessels, 
there  are  none  of  any  tolerable  force  belonging  to  this  Go- 
vernment. I  know  of  but  two  of  any  kind  ;  those  very 
small.  At  the  Continental  expense,  1  have  fitted  out  six, 
per  the  enclosed  list,  two  of  which  are  upon  the  cruise 
flirected  by  Congress :  the  rest  ply  about  Capes  Cod  and 
Ann ;  as  yet,  to  very  little  purpose.  These  vessels  are 
all  manned  by  officers  and  soldiers,  (except,  pejhaps,  a 
master,  pilots,  &:c.;)  but  how  far,  as  they  are  upon  the  old 
establishment,  which  has  not  more  than  a  month  to  exist, 
they  can  be  ordered  oft"  this  station,  I  will  not  undertake  to 
say;  but  suppose  they  might  be  engaged  anew.  Belong- 
ing to  Providence,  there  are  two  armed  vessels;  and,  I  am 
told,  Connecticut  has  one:  which,  with  one  of  those  from 
Providence,  is,  I  believe,  upon  the  cruise  you  have  di- 
rected. 

1  have  no  idea  that  the  troops  can  remove  from  Boston 
this  winter,  to  a  place  whe;e  no  provision  is  made  for 
them  ;  however,  we  shall  keep  tlie  best  look  out  we  can, 
and  upon  that,  and  every  occasion  where  practicable,  give 
them  the  best  we  have.  But  their  siiimtion  in  Boston 
gives  them  but  little  to  apprehend  from  a  parting  blow, 
whilst  their  ships  can  move  and  fioating  batteries  surround 
the  Town. 

Nothing  of  importance  hath  happened  since  my  last.  1 
am  glad  to  find  that  our  noble  Secretary  has,  at  length, 
met  with  a  check  ;  was  one  of  our  bullets  aimed  for  him, 
the  world  would  be  happily  rid  of  a  monster,  without  any 
person  sustaining  a  loss.  This  is  my  opinion,  at  least.  It 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  the  Ohio  Indians  have 
entered  into  a  firm  treaty  of  friendship  with  us;  for  I  had 
been  informed  that  they  were  very  restless,  and  had  de- 
stroyed the  houses,  &.C.,  upon  the  Great  Kanawha,  and 
that  the  improvements  which  I  had  been  making  there,  to 
save  my  lands,  valued  at  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  Pounds,  eighteen  Shillings,  and  seven  Pence 
half-penny,  were  all  destroyed,  as  far  as  they  could  be  so 
by  fire.  The  last  I  believe  to  be  true,  as  I  have  it  fiom 
]\Ir.  Ij.  JVashingion,  who  lives  with  me,  (by  the  last  post,) 
and  who  adds  that  the  Indians  had  also  destroyed  the  foit 
which  was  built  last  )ear,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Ka- 
ncnvhn.  For  God's  sake,  burr)  the  signers  of  money,  that 
our  wants  may  be  supplied.  It  is  a  very  singular  case 
that  their  signing  cannot  keep  pace  with  our  demands.  I 
heartily  congratulate  you  and  the  Congress  on  the  reduc- 
tion of  St.  John's.  I  hope  all  Canada  is  in  our  possession 
before  this.  No  accounts  from  Arnold  since  those  men- 
tioned in  my  last  letter  to  the  Congiess.  Would  it  not 
be  politick  to  invite  them  to  send  members  to  ('ongress  ? 
Would  it  not  be  also  politick  to  raise  a  Regiment  or  two 
of  Canadians,  and  bring  them  out  of  the  country?  They 
are  good  troops,  and  this  would  be  entering  them  heartily 
in  the  cause.  My  best  regards  to  the  good  families  you 
are  with. 

I  am,  very  aftectionately,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geoiige  Washington. 


STEPHEN  MOVLAN  TO  JOHN  BROWN. 

Cambridge,  November  27,  1775. 

Sir  :  His  Excellency  is  surpiised  that  you  bad  not  re- 
ceived an  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  ;3d,  which  he  wrote 
to  you  the  8th  instant.  He  then  informed  you  that,  as  you 
had  made  an  offer  of  the  powder  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
Colony,  he  would  not  interfere;  that  Colonel  Gridley  had 
received  orders  for  providing  the  cannon,  &ic.,  for  the  use 
of  this  Army.  What  this  gentleman  had  bespoke  and  pro- 
vii!ed,with  a  large  quantity  expected  from  New- York  and 
Canada,  his  Excellency  thinks  will  be  sufficient.  In  your 
letter  of  the  21st  you  make  an  offer  of  one  ton  of  good 
pistol  powder,  at  six  shillings  per  pound.  The  General 
will  take  it,  though  it  is  a  most  exorbitant  price.  He  is 
w'illing  to  encourage  the  importation  of  that  necessary 
article. 

By  his  Excellency's  command  : 

Stephen  Moyi.an. 
To  John  Broum,  Esq.,  Providence. 

P.  S.  There  are  two  Companies  ordered  from  your 
quarter  to  this  place.  Goveriiour  Cooke  will  inform  vou 
when  they  march.  You  will  please  to  send  the  pow'der 
under  their  guard,  in  a  covered  wagon.  Shoidd  they  have 
set  out  before  this  reaches  you,  you  must  get  a  k\v  of  the 
minute  or  militia-men  of  your  Colony  to  guard  it  to  this 
place.  

address  or  THE  freeholders,  etc.,  of  the  COUNTY  OF 
HEREFORD. 

Address  of  the  Sheriff,  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Free- 
holders of  the  County  of  Hereford,  presented  to  His  Ma- 
jesty by  John  Freeman,  Esq.,  the  High  Sheriff,  being  intro- 
duced by  the  Lord  of  His  Majesty's  Bed-Chamber  in 
waiting. 

To  the  King's  Most  Etccllent  Majestij. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

Deign  to  accept  this  bumble  Address  of  your  dutiful 
subjects,  the  Sheriff,  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders 
of  the  County  of  Hereford,  as  an  assurance  of  their  firm 
and  inviolable  allegiance  and  loyalty,  at  a  time  when  re- 
bellion has  erected  her  standaid  in  the  distant  Provinces  of 
your  Empire. 

With  atFection  we  regard  your  person  ;  w  itb  gratitude  we 
acknowledge  the  JListice  and  benignity  of  your  mild  and 
merciful  government ;  with  detestation  we  abhor  the  pro- 
fessions of  attachment  to  the  former,  by  those  who  resist 
your  authority  and  oppose  your  laws. 

To  confirm  the  liberties  oi  Britain,  by  the  establishment 
of  the  legislative  powers  of  Parliament,  our  ancestors  sac- 
rificed their  blood,  and,  to  secure  those  liberties  to  their 
posterity,  IransfeiTed  the  succession  to  the  crown  to  your 
Majesty's  family.  To  defend  and  maintain  those  powers, 
we  look  up  to  your  Majesty  as  the  great  guardian  of  oiu' 
Constitution  ;  and  permit  us  to  assure  your  INIajesly  that 
we  shall  cheerfully  concur  in  every  support  which  our  duty 
may  call  for,  or  our  abilities  can  furnish,  towards  the  suc- 
cess of  your  Majesty's  arms  over  yom-  rebellious  subjects  ; 
at  the  same  time  most  ardently  wishing  that  your  Majesty's 
gracious  offers  of  mercy,  together  with  the  firm  support  of 
your  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  may  infiuence  the  hearts 
of  the  rebellious  to  retm-n  to  their  duty  and  allegiance: 
and  tl;at  your  whole  people  reunited  may,  with  us,  be 
convinced,  that  to  be  a  British  subject,  with  all  its  conse- 
quences, is  to  be  the  freest  member  of  any  civil  society 
in  the  world. 

And  we  pray  to  God  that  your  Majesty  and  your  pro- 
geny may  loni,'  reign  over  these  realms,  in  undisturbed  peace 
and  undiminished  splendour. 

Ai)Dnr;ss  of  the  litv  of   ei.gin. 
AiKhi'ssof  the  Provost,  Mai;i-traies,  Council,  Burgesses, 
and  Inhahilauts  of  the  City  of  Elgin,  Xorth-Britain,  pre- 
sented  to   His  Majesty  by  Colonel  Skkiics  Long  Morris, 
their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  hiimhie  Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  Coun- 
cil, Burgesses,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Elgin, 
North-Britain, 
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3lost  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Provost,  Magistrates,  Council,  Burj^resses,  and  Inhabitants 
of  your  ancient  City  of  Elgin,  beg  leave,  upon  this  occa- 
sion, to  approach  your  throne,  and  humbly  to  assure  your 
Majesty  of  our  firm  and  inviolable  attachment  to  your  sacred 
person  and  Government. 

Deeply  impressed  with  a  grateful  sense  of  the  many 
valuable  blessings  and  privileges  we  enjoy,  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  our  fellow-subjects,  under  your  Majesty's  wise 
and  mild  administration,  we  should  think  ourselves  greatly 
wanting  in  that  respect,  duty,  and  allegiance,  we  owe  to 
the  best  of  Kings,  if  we  omitted  this  opportunity  of  testi- 
fying our  utmost  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  the  unnatu- 
ral and  ungrateful  rebellion  that  presently  exists  in  some  of 
your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America;  and  to  assure  your 
Majesty  that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  support 
all  such  measures  as  shall  be  judged  necessary,  by  your 
Majesty  and  Parliament,  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  this  un- 
])rovoked  rebellion,  which,  we  apprehend,  has  been  greatly 
encouraged  and  abetted  by  the  seditious  ))raclices  of  a  tur- 
bulent and  discontented  faction  at  home.  It  is  our  sincere 
and  ardent  prayer,  to  the  supreme  disposer  of  all  things, 
that  the  distractions  airiongst  )  our  misguided  and  deluded 
American  subjects  may  subside;  that  peace,  good  order, 
and  a  just  and  constitutional  dependance  upon  the  Mother 
Country  may  again  be  restored,  without  the  further  ellusion 
of  human  blood  ;  and  that  your  Majesty  may  have  a  long 
and  prosperous  reign,  over  a  free,  happy,  and  united  peo- 
ple. 

Signed  in  our  name,  presence,  and  by  our  appointment, 

^  John  Duff,  Provost. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  NOBLEMEN,  ETC.,  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF 
ELGIN. 

.\ddress  of  the  Noblemen,  Freeholders,  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  and  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Tax  of  the  County 
of  Elgin,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  the  Hon.  Arthur 
Duff,  theli-  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Eiccllcnt  JMajcsti/. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Noblemen,  Freeholihrs,  .lus- 

tices  of  the  Fence,  and  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Tax 

of  the  County  of  Elgin. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  tlutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  No- 
blemen, Freeholders,  Justices  of  the  I'eace,  and  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Tax  of  the  Couniy  o(  Elgin,  sen- 
sible of  the  blessings  we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  mild 
and  constitutional  government,  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
royal  person,  to  testify  our  abhorrence  of  that  avowed  re- 
bellion which  exists  in  the  Colonies  in  America. 

We  humbly  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we 
will  support  your  Majesty,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  in 
maintaining  the  dignity  of  your  crown,  and  the  authority 
of  the  Legislature,  over  every  part  of  the  British  Do- 
minions. 

We  pray  God  to  return  tlie  Colonics  to  a  sense  of  their 
duty  and  allegiance,  and  that  your  Majesty  may  reign  long, 
to  diffuse  the  blessings  of  libeity  and  peace  to  a  grateful, 
free,  and  united  people. 

Signed  in  our  name,  presence,  and  by  our  appointment, 
at  Elgin,  the  23di  day  o(  November,  m5,  by  our  Pra?ses. 

Fife. 


of  the  best  Government  the  wisdom  of  man  ever  devised, 
we  have  seen,  with  indignation,  the  malignant  breath  of 
disappointed  faction,  by  prostituting  the  sacred  sounds  of 
liberty,  too  successful  in  blowing  the  sparks  of  a  temporary 
discontent  into  the  Hames  of  a  rebellion  in  your  Majesty's 
Colonies,  that  we  from  our  souls  abhor. 

This  is  now  grown  to  such  a  daring  and  dangerous 
height,  that  we  doubt  not  the  same  paternal  tenderness  that 
directed  the  lenient  measures,  with  which  the  first  swellings 
of  this  distemper  were  treated,  will  apply  such  forcive 
remedies  to  the  affected  parts,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  re- 
store that  union  and  dependency  of  the  whole  on  the  le- 
gislative power,  on  which  the  health,  strength,  and  happi- 
ness of  the  British  Empire  depends.  In  the  prosecution 
of  which,  to  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  your  Majesty's 
Councils,  we  doubt  not,  will  be  joined  the  hearts  and  hands 
of  all  that  love  their  Country,  and  that  Sovereign  who  is 
so  truly  the  guardian  of  its  Constitution  and  liberty. 

May  this  best,  this  most  abused  of  human  blessings,  be 
long  dispensed  by  your  Majesty,  and  late,  very  late,  may 
you  leave  your  reign,  the  rare  example  of  a  prince  who 
loved,  revered,  and   strengthened  the  rights  of  his  people. 

Signed  by  appointment. 

George  Burnett,  Provost. 

Council-House  of  luvurary,  November  28,  1775. 


ADDRESS   OF  THE   MINISTERS    AND     PRESBYTERY   OF   IRVINE. 

Address  of  the  Ministers  and  Presbytery  o(  Irvine,  pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty  by  the  Earl  of  Loudoun. 

To  the  King's  Most  Evcellent  Majesty. 
The  humble   and  dutiful  Address  of  the  Ministers  and 

Elders  of  the  Presbytery  of  Irvine. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  the 
Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Presbytery  of  Irvine,  met  here 
this  day,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  throne,  deeply  sen- 
sible of  the  many  blessings,  both  of  a  sacred  and  civil  na- 
ture, which  we  enjoy  undei'  your  Majesty's  equitable  and 
mild  administration. 

We  think  ourselves  called  upon,  by  the  present  circum- 
stances of  publick  aff.iirs,to  declare  unanimously  our  attach- 
ment to  your  Majesty's  person,  fitmily,  and  Government, 
and  our  abhorrence  of  that  spirit  of  licentiousness  and 
rebellion  which  prevails  so  extensively  in  your  Alajesty's 
Colonies. 

We  are  happy  in  being  able  to  assure  your  Majesty  that 
the  numerous  people  luiilcr  our  care  have  the  same  'Jenti- 
menls  of  loyalty  with  ourselves,  detest  that  ungrateful  and 
unnatural  rebellion,  and  are  disposed  to  do  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  Government,  in 
taking  the  most  vigorous  measures  to  put  a  speedy  stop 
to  it,  and  to  re-establish  peace  and  harmony  upon  a  solid 
and  lasting  foundation. 

That  Almighty  God  may  direct  your  Majesty's  Coun- 
cils, and  give  success  to  the  measures  of  Government  for 
restoring  peace  and  bringing  the  rebellious  pait  of  your 
American  subjects  to  a  just  sense  of  the  invaluable  and 
]ieculiar  blessings  that  accrue  to  them  from  the  hap|)y 
Constitution  ol'  the  British  Empire,  is  our  most  earnest 
prayer. 

Signed  in  name,  |iresencc,  and  by  appointment  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Irvine,  tliis  twenty-eighth  Aay  oi  Novembtr, 

'^''■'''  ''y  Henry  Graham,  Moderator. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE    BURGH   OF    INVERARV. 

Address  of  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Council  of  the 
Burgh  of  Inverary,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Colonel 
Staates  Long  Morris,  their  Representative  in  Pailiamcnt. 

To  the  King's  Most  Evcellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Magistrates  and  Toun  Coun- 
cil of  the  Burgh  oy' Inverary. 
Must  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Magistrates  and  Town  Council  of  y«Dcrflry,  think  it  our 
duty,  at  this  time,  to  approach  the  throne,  and  humbly 
speak  our  sentiments  on  the  present  most  alarming  crisis 
of  publick  affairs. 

While,  under  your  Majesty,  we  enjoyed  all  the  blessings 


CHARLOTTE   U(U'NTY    (vIRGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Commitlei'  held  for  Charlotte  County,  the '28lh  of 
October,  1775: 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Johnson  being  summoned  to  this 
Committee,  on  the  information  of  sundry  witnesses,  that 
the  said  Johnson,  on  Monday,  the  16th  of  this  month,  at 
the  Ordinary  of  Mr.  John  Tanlcersly,  with  a  bowl  of  grog 
in  his  hand,  drank  success  to  the  British  arms,  appeared, 
and,  after  due  proof  being  made  of  the  said  charge,  the 
said. Tohnson  was  pleased  to  make  a  full  confession  thereof, 
and,  in  the  most  equivocal  and  insulting  manner,  attempted 
to  vindicate  the  said  expressions.  The  Committee  being 
desirous  to  reclaim  "Sir.  Johnson  from  such  sentiments,  and 
receive  him  again  into  friendly  communion,  expostulaicl 
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with  him  on  the  impropriety  of  his  conduct,  and  recom- 
mended it  to  him  to  draw  u|)  and  sign  a  recantation  of  such 
jjrinciples,  with  a  show  of  contrition  for  his  behaviour, 
whereby  liis  indiscretion  might  be  forgiven.  The  said 
Johnson  at  length  produced  a  paper,  affecting  to  make 
amends  to  his  Country  for  his  wishes  against  it;  which 
being  adjudged  insufficient,  the  Committee  required  some 
alteration,  which  Mr.  Johnson  pretended  to  make,  still 
treating  the  inquiry  with  contempt  and  disrespect. 

The  Committee  having  also  called  upon  him  for  a  justi- 
fication of  his  conduct  in  continuing  to  deal  with  a  certain 
Christopher  McConnico,  of  the  said  County,  who  was  held 
up  as  a  violator  of  the  Continental  Association,  and  ordered 
to  be  published  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  on  the  8th  day 
of  February  last,  Mr.  Johnson  confessed  he  had  dealt,  and 
did  continue  to  deal  with  the  said  McConnico,  since  his 
publication,  after  sufficient  proof  had  been  made  thereof. 
This  C'ommittee  consider  the  said  Thomas  Johnson  to  have 
acted  as  an  enemy  to  America,  and  ought  to  be  deemed 
as  such  by  every  good  member  of  this  community  ;  and, 
further,  do  recommend  it  to  all  the  people  of  the  said 
County  in  particular,  and  Country  in  general,  to  withdraw 
and  cease  all  other  and  further  communication  and  inter- 
course with  him.  rr 


Re 
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LORD    STIKLING   TO    HENDRICK   FISHER. 

Morris,  New-Jersey,  November  28,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  received  two  Companies  of  my 
Regiment,  raised  at  this  place,  which,  by  orders  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  I  have  put  under  orders  of  march 
for  a  very  consequential  jun-pose,  which  you  well  know 
admits  of  no  delay.  In  those  two  Companies  1  find  there 
is  a  deficiency  of  arms.  They  are  to  be  had  in  the  County, 
provided  money  is  ready  to  be  paid  for  them;  and,  as  you 
have  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  in  your  hand  of  Conti- 
nental money  for  this  purpose,  1  must  desire  tliat  you  will 
pay  to  Captain  Silas  Howcl,  whom  I  send  express  for 
that  purpose,  eleven  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  for  which 
the  men  who  receive  those  arms  will  be  put  under  stop- 
pages of  two  dollars  a  month  in  the  Commissary's  hands, 
to  re|)ay  this  advance. 

I  am  well  informed  that  there  are  about  seventy  very 
good  arms,  with  accoutreniFiits,  at  Ilacktnsack,  which  I 
mentioned  to  the  Committee  of  Safety.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  we  should  have  them,  and  if  you  will  send  the 
money  to  pay  for  them,  I  will  see  tliat  they  are  forth- 
coming. This  must  be  dune  immediately. 
To  Hendrick  Fisher,  Esq.  Stiui.ino. 

EOliERT   BENSON  TO    NEW-VOKK    PROVINCIAI,   CONfUlESS. 

Ki'd-ltook,  Dnk-licss  County,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  28,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  some  individual  members  of  the  late  Congress,  en- 
closing copies  of  certain  resolutions  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, of  the  8th  instant,  respecting  the  number  of  men  to 
be  furnished  by  this  County  for  the  use  of  the  fortress  in 
the  Highlands.  The  letter  came  to  hand  the  18lh  instant, 
and  I  would  immediately  have  called  the  County  Com- 
mittee together,  but  found  it  would  be  the  saving  only  ol 
a  few  days,  (the  stated  meeting  being  on  the  27th;)  and 
therefore,  with  the  unanimous  advice  of  the  friends  to  the 
cause  in  the  neighbourhood,  1  thought  it  proper  to  defer 
the  matter  till  that  time,  especially  as  the  calling  a  special 
meeting,  the  members  being  dis|)i'rscd  through  the  County, 
is  attended  with  considerable  exjiense.  Tliere  was  a  cir- 
cumstance, also,  of  which  1  supposed  the  Congress  ignorant, 
that  induced  me  to  think  that  the  business  did  not  require 
such  immediate  despatch,  namely,  that  Captain  Havens, 
with  fifty  men  belonging  to  the  Continental  forces,  (the 
])arty  that  escorted  the  Chambly  gairison  to  Connecticut,) 
were  on  their  march  to  garrison  the  fortification.  1  laid 
the  letter  before  our  General  Committee  on  Monday  last, 
who  ordered  me  to  write  to  the  Colonels  of  the  two  Min- 
ute Regiments  in  the  County,  desiring  them  each  to  hold 
a  Company  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning, 
with  a  request,  also,  that  those  gentlemen  would  immedi- 
ately write  to  the  counnanding  officer  at  the  fortress,  in- 
forming him  of  the  places  of  jeiuiezvous  of  their  respective 
Regiments.    This  measure  was  advised  bv  three  members 


of  the  Continental  Congress,  whom  I  saw  as  they  passed 
through  this  County  on  their  way  to  the  northward.  They 
informed  me  that  they  had  been  at  the  fort,  where  they 
had  left  part  of  two  Companies,  and  that  when  ^\v.  Havens 
arrived  with  his  party,  there  would  be  men  sufficient  for 
its  present  defence,  or,  at  least,  as  many  as  could  conve- 
niently be  accommodated,  and  therefore  proposed  that  we 
should  only  hold  a  Company  or  two  ready  to  march  upon 
an  emergency.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Congress 
that  several  Companies  have  not  only  turned  out,  as  volun- 
teers, but  have,  both  men  and  officers,  solicited  the  service. 
I  remain,  by  order  of  the  Committee,  your  very  humble 

servant,  r.  r>  r^L    • 

'  LoBERT  Benson,  Chairman. 

To  Nathaniel  Woodliull,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  yciv-York. 


EGBERT   BENSON   TO   NEW-YORK    PROVINCIAL   CONGRESS. 
Red.Hook,  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  28,  1775. 

Sir:  We  have  lately  elected  a  new  General  Committee 
for  this  County,  which  met  yesterday.  Although  the  gen- 
tlemen have  honoured  me  with  the  chair,  yet,  as  I  reside 
in  the  extreme  part  of  the  County,  we  found  it  very  in- 
convenient that  all  matters  respecting  the  County  should 
previously  come  to  me,  especially  when  they  are  of  such 
nature  as  to  render  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee 
necessary.  We  have  therefore  appointed  a  Committee  of 
Correspondence  for  the  County,  consisting  of  the  following 
gentlemen,  to  wit:  Colonel  Freer,  Captain  Piatt,  and 
Messrs.  John  Child,  Faiil  Schenck,  and  I'eter  Tappen. 
The  residence  of  those  gentlemen  being  at  Poughkeepsit , 
they  can,  with  more  ease  and  despatch,  communicate  to 
the  County  whatever  intelligence  tljey  may,  from  time  to 
time,  receive,  and  summon  the  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee, in  case  of  a  sjiecial  meeting,  (which  we  have  author- 
ized them  to  do,)  whenever  they  think  it  expedient.  I 
am  directed  to  advise  the  Congress  of  this  matter,  with  a 
request  that,  for  the  future,  all  letters,  directions,  &:c., 
res|)ecting  the  County,  may  be  sent  and  directed  to  our 
Conmiittee  of  Correspondence. 

I  remain,  by  order  of  the  Committee,  your  very  humble 

servant.  y^  r,  y-,,    . 

Egbert  Benson,  t  hairman. 

To  Nathaniel  JVoodhnll,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Provincial 
Congiess. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER  TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Ticonderoga,  November  28, 1775. 

My  tear  General  :  The  evening  before  General  Mont- 
gomery landed  on  the  Island  of  Montreal,  Mr.  Carhton 
embarked  his  garrison  on  board  of  some  vessels  and  small 
crafi,  and  made  two  attempts  to  pass  our  batteries,  near  the 
mouth  of  Sorel,  but  was  drove  back  by  Colonel  Easton, 
who  lias  behaved  with  bravery  and  much  alertness.  On 
the  19th,  .Mr.  Carhton,  disguised  en  Caimdien,  and  accom- 
panied by  six  peasants,  found  means  to  make  his  escape; 
Brigadier-General  /^resco^f  surrendered  next  day  by  capitu- 
lation. Wliat  terms  General  Montgomery  has  given  him, 
1  do  not  know,  as  he  was  so  hurried,  in  preparing  to  mo\e 
immediately  to  QifcitfAr,  that  he  could  not  find  time  to  send 
them.  Prescott  and  the  officers  arrived  here  at  four,  to-day. 
1  have  just  received  a  return  of  the  officers,  men,  vessels. 
and  stores,  taken,  which  1  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose. 

Your  Excellency's  favour,  of  the  KJtli  November,  1  re- 
ceived two  days  ago.  1  believe  some  cannon  and  mortars 
may  be  spared  ;  hut  none,  except  what  1  have  sent  across 
Lake  George,  can  be  got  down  until  that  or  lliis  lake 
freezes  over.  I  have  a  very  fine  thirteen-inch  mortar  here, 
and  I  will  make  a  push  to  get  her  over  the  lake.  But  where 
will  you  get  shells?     We  have  none  here. 

Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Langdon,  and  Mr.  Paine,  anived 
here  at  seven,  this  evening.  The  season  was  so  far  ad- 
vanced that  1  could  not  wait  the  orders  of  Congress  upon 
sundry  matters  which  appeared  to  me  absolutely  necessary 
to  be  carried  into  immediate  execution.  1  am,  however, 
happy  to  find  that  every  measure  1  have  pursued  corre.^- 
ponds  with  the  instructions  given  to  the  Committee. 

I  am  informed  that  Prescott  has  used  poor  Walker  and 
Allen  with  a  shameful  brutality.  Of  this  I  shall  acquaint 
Governour  Trumbull,  to  whose  Colony  I  shall  send  him. 
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I  believe  our  Army  in  Canada  consists  of  about  one  tbou- 
sand  an(]  nine  hundred  men,  includini;  Colonel  Arnold's 
corps.  I  have  sugijested  lo  Con;,'ress  that  I  thought  it  ne- 
cessary that  they  should  be  completed  to  three  thousand,  in 
the  course  of  the  winter,  that  they  may  be  ready,  early  in 
the  spring,  to  put  (^ucbcck  (of  which  1  make  no  iloubt  we 
shall  possess  ourselves)  into  a  proper  state  of  defence,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  regaining  that  important  place.  1 
have  added,  that  [  thought  it  necessary  that  pre|)aralion 
should  be  made  here  to  throw  in  a  re-enforcement  early  in 
the  spring,  if  ihey  should  be  wanted. 

I  expect  to  leave  this  in  a  few  days,  (or  Al/jani/. 

I   am.  Sir,  your   Excellency's   most   obedient  and   very 

humble  servant,  ,,  £, 

1  iriLii'  bcni  vi.KR. 

To  General  fl'ashimrton. 


Return  of  Military  Stores  on  board  the  Vessels  under  the 

command  of  Brigadier-General   Phescott,   bound   to 

QuKUhXK,  November  19,  1775. 

The  Isabella,  St.  Bouchat,  eight  chests  of  small  arms; 
the  St.  Autoire,  Pcllerin,  a  large  quantity  of  intrenching 
tools,  the  exact  number  not  ascertained  ;  the  Rcine  des 
Angcs,  Dussniilt,  three  casks  of  nails,  six  casks  of  paint, 
and  about  two  hundi-ed  pair  of  shoes  ;  the  Maria,  Lisot, 
two  casks  of  rum  ;  different  vessels,  eight  batleaus  be- 
longing to  the  Crown. 

Besides  the  above  articles,  there  is  a  quantity  of  musket 

ball  and  ordnance  stores,  of  which  the  storekeeper  will  give 

the  particulars.  m  /-< 

'  Ihomas  Gamble, 

Assistant  (Quartermaster-  General. 

Bet  urn  of  Provisions  on  board  the  several  T'csscls  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Prescott,  li/ing 
opposite  La  Valtrik,  November  19,  1775. 
The  Brigantine  Gaspec,  six  firkins  butter  ;  the  Schooner 
Volly,  four  hundred  and  sixty  barrels  pork ;  the  Sloop 
Brilliant,  twenty  barrels  biscuit,  three  hundred  and  seventy 
banels  Hour ;  the  Schooner  Providence,  twenty-two  barrels 
Hour;  the  Sc\\oonev Maria,  two  hundred  and  eighty-three 
barrels  Houi,  one  hundred  and  sixiy  bairels  pork,  one  hun- 
dred firkins  butter,  six  barrels  rice;  the  Sloop  ^V.  Antoine, 
one  hundred  and  forty  bairels  pork;  the  Isabella,  Bou- 
chat, iwo  luMidred  and  seventy  firkins  butler;  the  Btinc 
des  Angcs,  Dussaull,  six  barrels  rice.  Total :  twenty  bar- 
rels biscuit,  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  barrels  Hour, 
seven  hundred  and  sixty  barrels  pork,  three  hundred  and 
seventy-six  firkins  butter,  twelve  barrels  rice. 

The  above  return  is  as  exact  as  can  be  ascertained. 
More  was  put  on  board,  but  part  issued  to  the  troops  since 

embarkation.  r^  r< 

1  HOMAS  Gamble, 

Assistant  (Quartermaster-General. 

Return  of  Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores  on  board  the 
different  f'cssels,  November  20,  1775,  viz  : 
Schooner  Mary,  Lisot,  master  :  Ordnance  mounted,  iron, 
on  garrison  carriages,  (with  sponge,  ladle,  wad-hooks,  and 
aprons  of  lead  :)  nine-pounders,  2;  shot,  round,  case,  nine- 
pounders,  47  ;  shot,  case,  fixed  to  Hannel  cartridges,  with 
powder,  six-pounders,  14;  powder,  corned,  whole  barrels, 
:3  ;  musket  cartridges,  with  ball,  400  ;  tin  tubes,  (wed,  six- 
pounders,  20;  match,  slow,  pounds,  8;  musket-ball,  cwt., 
1;  powder-horns,  2  ;  linstock,  without  cocks,  6;  hand- 
spikes, 4. 

Isabella,  Schooner,  Boi/c/m/,  master  ;  Ordnance  mount- 
ed on  garrison  carriages,  iron,  (with  sponge,  ladles,  wad- 
hooks,  and  aprons  of  lead  :)  six-pounders,  2;  handspikes,  4; 
cartridge  paper,  filled  with  powder,  four-pounders,  22  ;  side- 
boxes  for  three-pounders,  3;  musket  cartridges,  with  ball, 
G.$. 

(^ueen  of  Angels,  Schooner,  Dassault,  master  :  Triangle 
pun,  complete,  1  ;  ordnance,  iron,  mounted  on  travelling 
carriage,  four-pounder,  &ic.,  1. 

Polly,  Schooner,  Friend,  master :  Musket  cartridges,  with 
ball,  1,917. 

St.  Antoine,  Pellerin,  master:  Intrenching  tools,  num- 
ber unknown. 

Thomas  Cooper,  Clerk  of  Artillery  Stores. 


Return  of  His  Majesty's  Troops  on  board  the  T'essels  off 

La  Valtrie,  wider  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 

Prescott,  November  19,  1775. 

Royal  Fusileers:  One  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  three 
Sergeants,  twenty-one  rank  and  file. 

Twenty-Sixth  Regiment:  Three  Captains, two  Ensigns, 
one  Surgeon,  five  Sergeants,  five  Drummers  and  Filers, 
ninety-one  rank  and  file. 

Royal  Emigrants:  One  Captain,  one  Ensign,  one  Ser- 
geant, one  rank  and  file. 

Royal  Artillery :  One  Sioiekeeper,  one  Corporal,  one 
Maiross,  one  Drunmier,  one  Filer. 

Staff:  One  Brigade  Major,  one  Assistant  Quartermaster- 
General. 

Total :  Five  Captains,  one  Lieutenant,  three  Ensigns, 
one  Surgeon,  nine  Sergeants,  five  Drummers  and  Fifers, 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  rank  and  file;  Royal  Artillery: 
one  Storekee|)er,  one  Corporal,  one  Matross,  one  Drum- 
mer, one  Filer ;  Staff:  one  Brigade-Major,  one  Assistant 
Quartermaster-General. 

N.B.  One  private  of  the  Royal  Fusileers,  sick  at  Mon- 
treal, not  included.  Five  privates  of  the  Twenty-Sixth 
Regiment,  sick  at  Montreal,  not  included. 

Jatncs  Hughes,  Esq.,  Town  Major  of  Montreal,  not  in- 
cluded in  the  above  return.  Major  John  Campbell  not  in- 
cluded.    Mr.  Jones,  Provost  Marshal,  not  included. 

VVm.  Dunbar,  3/(7/or  of  Brigade. 

A  List  of  the  Officers  of  His  3Jajesty's  Troops  on  board 
the  T^essels  near  Mo.ntreal,  November  21,  1775. 

Brigadier-General  Prescott;  Captain  fVilliam  Dunbar, 
^lajor  of  Brigade;  Captain  Gamble,  Assistant  Deputy 
Quartermaster-General. 

Captains  Anstnither,  Swan,  and  Crawford;  Ensigns 
Campbell  and  Leslie;  Surgeon  Bcaiiwont. 

Captain  Home,  Lieutenant  Clevtland. 

Captain  Dunbar,  Ensign  McDonald. 

Major  Campbell,  James   Hughes,  Esq.,  Town  Major  of 
Montreal ;  near  fifty  women,  and  nineiy  odd  children. 
Wm.  Dunbar,  Major  of  Brigade. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  permission  from  General 
Montgomery  to  stay  in  Montreal : 

Major  Dunbar,  Major  Campbell,  Mii'pr  Hughes,  Captain 
Crawford,  Ensign  Campbell. 


general  MONTGOMERY  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Montreal,  November  'ii.  1775. 

My  dear  General:  I  am  ashamed  of  dating  my  letter 
from  hence.  You  will  not  be  surprised  at  my  long  slay 
here  ;  but  day  after  day  have  I  been  delayed,  without  a  pos- 
sibility of  getting  to  Arnold's  assistance.  His  last  letter  I 
enclose  you,  together  with  one  for  General  Washington. 
To-morrow,  I  believe  L  shall  sail  with  two  or  three  hundred 
men,  some  mortars,  and  other  artillery.  'Tis  with  great 
indignation  I  hear  Lieutenant  Halsey,  whom  1  left  as  As- 
sistant Engineer  at  .SV.  John's,  to  put  the  barracks  in  a 
proper  state  for  the  reception  of  a  garrison,  has  run  away 
without  leave,  taking  will)  him  the  artificers  1  had  left  to 
carry  on  the  woik.  This  behaviour  deserves  the  severest 
punishment.  I  beg  he  may  be  made  an  example  of.  He 
is  a  fit  subject  of  it,  and  deserved  to  have  been  dismissed, 
with  infamy,  for  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  soldiers  to 
return  from  St.  Jidin's,  and  not  to  proceed  to  Montreal. 
I/ieutenant  Graham,  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  and  several 
others,  can  prosecute  him.  It  will  be  necessary  to  send  hard 
money  here  immediately,  as  paper  will  not  yet  go  down. 
Price  has  lent  me  five  thousand  Pounds,  York  money. 
Walker  has  been  so  fortunate  as  to  get  home,  being  retaken 
in  one  of  the  vessels.  Poor  Allen  is  sent  to  Englitnil  in 
irons.  Should  any  accident  befall  him,  1  hope  Prescott  ui!l 
fall  a  sacrifice  to  his  manes. 

I  sent,  by  Schuyler,  a  return  of  provisions  taken  in 
the  vessels.  I  wish  Lee  could  set  off  immediately  for 
the  command  here.  I  have  thoughts  of  disarming  the  To- 
ries in  this  Town  ;  not  so  much  from  any  apprehensions  I 
have  of  them,  as  to  quiet  the  jealous  apprehensions  of  the 
troops.  Several  Commissaries,  and  other  officers,  are  Hown 
without  settling  their  accounts.     I  hope  those  people  will 
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incur  the  heavy  censure  of  Congress :  one  Mr.  Water- 
home,  who  was  appointed  hy  Colonel  BeJcI,  and  whose 
conduct  must  he  inquired  into,  liaving,  1  fear,  made  great 
waste  of  puhlick  stores ;  one  Mr.  Stewart,  who  acted  at 
Ln  Prairie;  one  Mr.  Power,  wlio  acted  at  .S'^  John's; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  IVanier,  I  believe,  has  large  accounts 
unsettled.     In  short,  there  are  great  abuses  to  be  rectified. 

I  wish,  exceedingly,  for  a  respectable  Committee  of  Con- 
gress. I  really  have  not  weight  enough  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness by  myself.  I  send  you  two  Indians,  taken  in  Carle- 
ton's  attack.     1  forgot  to  make  you  this  present  before. 

With  respect  to  the  Canadian  soldiery,  [  think  you  may 
venture  to  send  them  back.  Tlie  seigneurs,  I  should  ima- 
gine, might  influence,  in  some  measure,  the  choice  of  rep- 
resentation for  a  Convention. 

I  am,  my  dear  General,  your  most  affectionate  humble 

^'^''''^"''  Richard  Montgomery.* 

To  General  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  The  Indians  are  of  the  Conosodago.  I  have  not, 
1  believe,  more  than  eight  hundred  efTectives  here.  How- 
ever, I  can  have  as  many  Canadians  as  I  know  how  to 
maintain,  at  least  I  think  so,  wliile  alFairs  wear  so  promising 
a  prospect.  

Moiurcal,  November  23,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir:  In  answer  to  your  favour  of  yesterday, 
suffer  us  to  acquaint  your  Honour  that  we  are  exceeding 
unhappy  to  find  that  you  have  mistaken  the  motives  which 
induced  us  to  remonstrate  against  a  number  of  prisoners 
being  suffered  to  remain  in  this  Town.  Be  assured.  Sir, 
it  proceeded  not  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  you,  as  our 
General — far  from  it;  but  being  well  acquainted  with  your 
liumane,  generous  disposition,  and  knowing  how  importu- 
nate many  of  those  people  are,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
firmly  believing  that  the  puhlick  safety  may  be  in  danger 
from  their  remaining  in  this  place,  we  concluded  that  a 
dutiful  remonstrance,  from  your  laithful  officers,  might 
be  used  as  an  argument  against  granting  their  requests. 
Suffer  us.  Sir,  as  it  really  proceeded  from  a  sincere  regard 
to  our  Country  as  well  as  to  you,  to  intercede  with  you,  not 
to  think  of  quitting  us  at  this  critical  time;  we  conceive 
the  worst  of  consequences  must  almost  inevitably  follow 
from  it ;  and  also  let  us  beg  of  your  Honour  to  reconsider  the 
permitting  the  officers  to  remain  here.  We  assure  you  that 
we  are  not  alone  in  our  fearful  apprehensions  of  the  conse- 
quences, but  all  our  friends  in  this  country  join  with  us  in 
sentiment. 

We  are.  Sir,  your  Honour's  most  obedient  and  lumiblc 

5"^'*'""^'  '  James  Clinton,  Colonel. 

John  Nicholson, 
Lewis  Dlbois. 

To  the  Hon.  General  Montgonnry. 


not  thought  proper  to  attempt  carrying  the  Town  by  storm, 
but  cut  off  their  communication  with  the  country  till  the 
arrival  of  General  Montgomery.  We  accordingly  invested 
the  Town  with  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  effective  men, 
took  possession  of  a  Nunnery,  and  Major  CaldwcU's  house, 
about  half  a  league  from  Town.  We  marched  up  several 
times  near  the  walls,  in  hopes  of  drawing  them  out,  but 
to  no  effect ;  though  they  kept  a  constant  cannonading,  and 
killed  us  one  man. 

On  the  18th,  having  intelligence  that  Captain  Napier. 
in  an  armed  snow,  with  near  two  hundred  men,  having 
made  his  escape  from  Montreal,  was  very  near,  and  that  the 
garrison,  furnished  witli  a  number  of  good  field-pieces,  in- 
tended attacking  us  the  next  day,  1  ordered  a  strict  exami- 
nation to  be  made  into  our  arms  and  ammunition,  when,  to 
m\'  great  sur|)rise,  I  found  many  of  our  cartridges  unfit  for 
use,  (which  to  appearance  were  good,)  and  that  we  had 
no  more  than  five  rounds  to  each  man.  It  was  judged  pru- 
dent, in  our  situation,  not  to  hazard  a  battle,  but  retire  to 
this  place,  eight  leagues  from  (^nebcck ;  which  we  did  yes- 
terday, and  are  waiting  here,  with  impatience,  the  arrival 
of  General  Montgomery,  which  we  expect  in  a  few  days. 
I  have  been  obliged  to  send  to  Montreal  for  clothing  for 
my  people,  (about  six  hundreti  and  fifty  in  the  whole,) 
wlio  are  almost  naked,  and  in  want  of  every  necessary.  I 
have  been  as  careful  of  cash  as  possible,  but  shall  soon 
have  occasion  for  iiard  money;  as  the  i'>e/(c/i  have  been 
such  sufferers  from  paper  heretofore,  and  mine  so  large, 
I  thought  it  not  prudent  to  ofler  it  to  them  at  present.  I 
have  wrote  General  Montgomery  my  situation  and  wants, 
which  I  expect  will  be  supplied  by  him.  Had  I  been  ten 
days  sooner,  Quebcck  must  inevitably  have  fiillen  into  our 
hands,  as  there  was  not  a  man  there  to  oppose  us;  how- 
ever, I  make  no  doubt  General  Montgomery  will  reduce  it 
this  winter,  if  properly  supported  with  men;  which,  in  my 
opinion,  cannot  in  the  whole  be  less  than  two  thousand 
five  hundred,  though  it  may  possibly  be  effected  with  a  less 
number.  The  fatigue  will  be  very  severe  at  this  season, 
and  in  this  inclement  climate. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and 
respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble 

^'''^^"'"  Benedict  Arnold. 

To  his  Excellency  General  Jl'ashiiigton. 

COLONEL  ARNOLD  TO  OtNERAL  MONTGOMERY. 

Point-aux-Trembles,  November  20,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  you  the  14th  and  16th  inst.,  from 
before  Qiiebeclc,  which  make  no  doubt  you  have  received. 
I  have  this  minute  the  pleasure  of  yours  of  the  17th  inst. 
I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  your  success;  and  hope,  as 
foitune  has  so  far  been  favourable,  and  is  generally  so  to 
the  brave,  it  may,  in   future,  be  equal   to  yoiu-  warmest 


I OLONEL    ARNOLD    TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Point-aux-Tremblcs,  Novombcr  20,  1775. 

May  IT  PLEASE  YoiJR  Excellency  :  My  last  was  of  the 
Mth  instant,  from  Point  Levi.  The  same  evening  I  passed 
the  .SV.  Lawrence  without  obstruction,  except  from  a  barge, 
on  which  we  fired  and  killed  three  men  ;  but  as  the  enemy 
were  apprized  of  our  coming,  and  the  garrison  augmented 
to  near  seven  hundred  men,  besides  the  inhabitants,  it  was 

*Ertriict  of  a  Letter  fioin  Ocnrral  Moxtgomkrv  to  (feneral  .Sciii'v- 

LER,  ilaleJ  Montreal,  Novemucii  24,  1775. 

I  am  asliamed  of  sluying  here  so  long,  and  not  g'.'tting  to  Arnold's 

assistanc-.     To-morrow  I  sliall  s  lil  wiili  two  or  tbree  biindrn'l  men, 

somr- mnvt  n----.  -.ii.!  ..Ult  ^niill.-vv.  Lieutenant  Hu/.v//.  wli.un  I  I  ft  a-c 
Assist, I'it  I ;,:...;,.,..  .1  V.  /..'-,■.■,  |i;s  rnn  away,  ami  I'l,  n  i'  ■  iuti''- 
cors  I  I  I.I';  .1  '  "  '■  1 1 '  .  -■  1 1,  ••  i-i  ks.  lie  deserves  tii-  ■■  \  ^  ■  -'  ii'im  ii- 
mont.     I'-  I    r  .  ,  ,^        I  I  ./'.'/" H</  in  irons.     I  w  i-  i  /       .  -  .:  .       i 

great  liavoek  Willi  llie  pn  'I  'm-rs  to  be 

rcctilied.     Several  Conmu-    i    ,  .    ,  ■:    .vii  witbont 

settling  tbeir  accounts.  1.  :  ^  >,  :  ,m  >  ,  i  ,,  i  j.  .  ;  i  ,1  ■  c'ommit. 
tec  of  Congress.  I  realli  h  n  ii"i  >^.i-,ii  .„,,;i^:,  i,,  ,-,,ny  on  busi. 
noss  by  myself.  I  have  no;  :i''iu  ■  .i^hi  liuii.lr.d  rlV  elives  here ;  but  I 
can  have  as  many  Canailmnx  :i>  I  know   lic.w  t,i  niinitaiii. 

An  affair  happenxl  y^t'  ]■!  iv  v.  In  !i  li  iil  very  niTir  sent  mo  home. 
A  number  of  olfie.ers  ]>'e  n  i  .'  :  '  i  i  .  i  i-iiite  against  the  indulgence 
I  bid  given  some  of  tli  ■  "ili.  ■  i  -:  ili  K  mg's  troops.  Such  .an  insult 
I  could  not  bear,  and  im  n  .li  -t  1,  i  -  ^..rA.  To-day  they  qnalified  it 
bv  suehan  apologv  as  pi-,i<  ii  ii  nr,  |..'A,r  to  rosunio  the  command. 
Captain  iami  is  a  restless  genms  -n.'  '■>'  i  b  ul  t-mp.  r.  and  at  the  heal 
of  it.  He  is  brave,  activ,  and  int  -llig-nt.  but  v.'r\  tnrbiil  nt  ami  troubl-- 
soiuc.—Dunhiji's  New.York. 


It  was  not  in  my  power,  before  the  ISih,  to  make  an 
exact  scrutiny  into  the  arms  and  ammunition  of  my  detach- 
ment;  when,  upon  examination,  great  part  of  our  cartridges 
proved  unfit  for  service,  and,  to  my  great  surprise,  we  had 
no  more  than  five  rounds  for  each  man,  and  near  one  luin- 
dred  muskets  unfit  for  service;  add  to  this,  many  of  the 
men  invalids,  almost  naked,  and  wanting  every  necessary 
to  make  them  comfortable.  The  same  day  I  received  ad- 
vice from  my  friends  in  Town,  that  Colonel  Maclean  was 
making  preparation,  and  had  determined,  in  a  day  or  two, 
to  come  out  and  attack  us.  And  as  his  numbers  were 
greatly  superior  to  ours,  with  a  number  of  field-pieces,  and 
the  limits  of  Qmbeclc  are  so  extensive,  I  found  it  impossi- 
ble entirely  to  cut  olf  their  communication  with  the  coun- 
try, without  dividing  the  small  number  of  men,  (I  have 
about  five  hundred  and  fifty  effectives,)  so  as  to  render 
them  an  easy  sacrifice  to  the  besieged.  I  therefore  con- 
cluded it  most  prudent  to  retire  to  this  place;  and  ordered 
the  main  body  to  march  at  three  o'clock,  yesterday  morn- 
ing, and  waited,  with  a  small  detachment,  to  watch  the  mo- 
tions of  the  enemy  imlil  the  main  body  were  out  of  dan- 
ger ;  they  all  arrived  here  last  night.  1  have  procured 
leather  sutlrcient  to  shoe  them  all  in  a  day  or  two — the  only 
article  of  clothing  to  be  had  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
Enclosed  is  a  memorandum  of  clothing  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  a  winter's  campaign,  which  beg  the  favour  of  your 
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forwarding  me  as  soon  as  possible.  Should  it  be  trouble- 
some, I  have  desired  the  bearer,  Captain  Ogclen,  a  young 
gentleman  and  volunteer  from  ihe  Jerseys,  to  procure  them, 
and  some  other  articles  the  officers  are  in  want  of,  and  beg 
the  favour  of  your  order  to  forward  them  on. 

Captain  Nupier,  in  the  snow,  and  a  small  schooner,  passed 
us  yesterday,  and  are  now  at  Quebcck.  The  two  frigates 
were  laid  up  the  18th;  their  guns  and  men  all  taken  on 
shore.  They  are  getting  all  the  provisions  tliey  possibly 
can  out  of  the  country,  and  are  doubtless  determined  to 
make  the  best  defence.  From  the  best  accounts  I  can  get, 
their  force  is  about  one  thousand  men,  namely:  Landed 
from  the  frigate  and  two  transports,  from  St.  John's,  one 
hundred  and  fifty;  recruits,  Colonel  jMaclean^s  Regiment, 
one  hundred  and  seventy,  irregulars  ;  from  the  Lizard,  two 
hundred  seamen  and  marines;  from  the  i/i«i<c;-,  sloop,  one 
hundred  seamen  and  marines ;  on  board  Captain  Napier's, 
one  hundred  and  fifty — which  make  seven  hundred  and 
seventy:  inhabitants,  jfVcMcA  and  English,  on  their  side, 
one  hundred  ;  inhabitants  obliged  to  bear  arms  against  their 
inclination,  and  who  would  join  us  if  an  opportunity  pre- 
sented, six  hundred  ;  neutrals,  four  hundred.  Total:  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy. 

You  will,  from  the  above  account,  be  better  able  to  judge 
of  the  force  necessary  to  carry  the  Town.  If  my  opinion 
is  of  any  service,  I  should  think  two  thousand  necessary,  as 
they  must  be  divided,  at  the  distance  of  three  or  four  miles, 
to  secure  the  passes  effectually  ;  and  as  there  is  no  proba- 
bility of  cannon  making  a  breach  in  the  walls,  I  should 
think  moitars  of  the  most  service,  the  situation  for  heaving 
shells  being  extremely  good,  and  I  think,  of  course,  would 
soon  bring  them  to  compliance;  if  not,  time  and  perseve- 
rance must  effect  it,  before  they  can  possibly  be  relieved. 

Colonel  Allen  and  his  party  have  been,  some  time  since, 
sent  to  England  in  irons.  Mr.  U'alker  I  have  not  heard 
of.  I  have  ordered  Captain  Ogden  to  send  down  all  the 
powder  and  ball  on  the  road.  U  he  should  not  be  able  to 
procure  sufficient,  I  make  no  doubt  of  your  forwarding  it 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  inhabitants  are  very  friendly,  and 
give  all  the  assistance  they  dare  to  do  at  present.  Had  we 
a  sufficient  force  to  blockade  the  garrison,  I  make  no  doubt 
of  their  coming  to  our  assistance  in  great  numbers.  As  it 
will  doubtless  take  some  time  in  bringing  down  your  artil- 
lery, would  it  not  be  better,  if  you  can  spare  them,  to  send 
down  five  or  six  hundred  men,  who,  joined  to  my  little 
corps,  will  be  able  to  cut  olF  their  cuniinunicalion  with  the 
country  ? 

I  am,  dear  General,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obe- 
dient and   very   humble  servant, 

liENF.nicT  Arnold. 
To  Brigadier-General  Montgomery. 

P.  S.  My  hard  cash  is  nearly  exhauslerl  ;  it  will  not  be 
suflicient  for  more  than  ten  days  or  a  fortnight;  and  as  the 
French  have  been  such  sufferers  by  paper  money,  1  dont 
think  it  prudent  to  offer  it  them  at  present.  y,     , 


COLONEL  ARNOLD   TO    MESSRS.    I'RINCE   AND    HAYWOOD. 
Point-iuix-Tieniblos,  November  20,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  bearer.  Captain  Ogden,  is  a  young 
gentleman  of  good  and  opulent  family,  from  Jersey,  and  a 
volunteer  in  the  Army.  I  have  sent  him  \.o  Montreal,  to 
procure  some  clothing,  Stc,  for  the  Army.  If  he  has  not 
cash  sufiicient  for  his  purpose,  any  articles  you  are  kind 
enough  to  furnisli  him  with  you  will  please  to  place  to  my 
account,  which  I  will  see  duly  paid.  If  he  has  occasion 
for  any  goods  out  of  your  way,  if  you  will  be  kind  enough 
to  recommend  him,  I  will  be  accountable  ;  or  the  persons 
who  supply  him  may,  by  virtue  of  this  letter,  charge  the 
same  to  me.  I  hope  ibis  will  find  you  and  family  well  ; 
and  am,  with  much  esteem,  Gentlemen,  yoin-  most  obedi- 


it  humble  servant, 


Benedut  Arnold. 


^lessrs.  Prince  if  Haywood,  Merchants,  Montreal. 

fiENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO    THE     PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 
[Read  December  G,  177.5.] 

Cambridge,  November  28,  1775. 

Sir:   I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  the  19lii  inst. 
I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  Ihnry  Knot,  Esq.,  is  gone 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  in.  10' 


io  New- York,  \v\i\\  orders  to  forward  to  this  place  what 
cannon  and  ordnance  stores  can  be  there  procured ;  from 
thence  he  will  proceed  to  General  Schuyler,  on  the  same 
business,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  instruc- 
tions which  I  have  given  him.  Jt  would  give  me  much 
satisfaction  that  this  gentleman,  or  any  other  whom  you  may 
think  qualified,  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Ar- 
tillery Regiment.  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  8th  inst.,  I 
have  expressed  myself  fully  on  this  subject,  which  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  your  immediate  attention,  as  the 
formation  of  that  corps  will  be  at  a  stand  until  I  am 
honoured  with  your  instructions  thereon. 

The  vessel  laden  with  wine,  which  1  advised  you  was 
wrecked  on  this  coast,  proves  to  have  been  the  property  of 
a  Thomas  Salter,  oi  Philadelphia ;  the  papers,  relative  to 
her  and  cargo,  were  sent  to  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  who  can 
give  you  every  information  thereon.  The  schooner  with 
the  dry  goods,  from  Boston  to  Halifax,  is  given  up  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  at  Beverly,  who  will  dispose  of  her 
and  cargo,  agreeable  to  the  decision  of  a  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty ;  and  the  schooner,  carried  into  Portsmouth  by  Cap- 
tain Adams,  proves  to  be  a  friend — is  of  course  discharged. 

There  are  two  persons  engaged  to  go  \.o  Novct- Scotia  on 
the  business  recommended  in  your  last.  By  the  best  in- 
formation we  have  from  thence,  the  stores,  &ic.,  have  been 
withdrawn  some  time.  Should  this  not  be  the  case,  it  is 
next  to  an  impossibility  to  attempt  any  thing  there,  in  the 
present  unsettled  and  precarious  state  of  the  Army.  Col- 
onel Enos  is  arrived,  and  under  arrest.  He  acknowledges 
he  had  no  orders  for  coming  away.  His  trial  cannot  come 
on  until  I  hear  from  Colonel  Arnold,  from  whom  there  is 
no  account  since  I  last  wrote  you. 

From  what  I  can  collect,  by  my  inquiries  amongst  the 
officers,  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  the  men  to  enlist  for  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  which  will  be  an  insuperable  ob- 
struction to  the  formation  of  the  two  Battalions  of  Marines, 
on  the  plan  resolved  on  in  Congress.  As  it  can  make  no 
difference,  I  propose  to  proceed  on  the  new  arrangement 
of  the  Army,  and,  when  comideted,  inquire  out  such  offi- 
cers and  men  as  are  best  qualified  for  that  service,  and  en- 
deavour to  form  these  two  Battalions  out  of  the  whole. 
This  appears  to  me  the  best  method,  and  will,  I  hope,  meet 
the  approbation  of  Congress. 

As  it  will  be  very  difficult  for  the  men  to  work  when  the 
hard  frost  sets  in,  1  have  thought  it  necessary  (though  of 
little  use  at  present)  to  take  possession  of  Cobble-Hill,  for 
the  benefit  of  any  future  operations.  It  was  effected,  with- 
out the  least  opposition  from  the  enemy,  the  23d  instant. 
Their  inactivity,  on  this  occasion,  is  what  I  cannot  ac- 
count for.  It  is  probable  they  are  meditating  a  blow  some- 
where. 

About  three  hundred  men,  women,  and  children,  of  the 
poor  inhabitants  o(  Boston,  came  out  to  Point  Shirley  last 
Friday.  They  have  brought  their  household  furniture,  but 
unprovided  of  every  other  necessary  of  life.  I  have  re- 
commended them  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee  of  the 
honourable  Council  of  this  Province,  now  sitting  at  IVater- 
town. 

The  number  enlisted,  since  my  last,  are  two  thousand 
five  hundred  and  forty  men.  Jam  very  sorry  to  be  neces- 
sitated to  mention  to  you  the  egregious  want  of  publick 
spirit  which  reigns  here.  Instead  of  pressing  to  be  engaged 
in  the  cause  of  their  Country,  which  I  vainly  llattered  my- 
self would  be  the  case,  1  find  we  are  likely  to  be  deserted 
at  a  most  critical  time.  Those  that  have  enlisted  must  liave 
a  furlough,  which  I  have  been  obliged  to  grant  to  fifty  at  a 
time,  from  each  Regiment.  The  Connecticut  Troops,  upon 
whom  I  reckoned,  are  as  backward,  indeed,  if  possible, 
more  so,  than  the  people  of  this  Colony.  Our  situation  is 
truly  alarming  ;  and  of  this  General  Hoiee  is  well  apprized, 
it  being  the  common  topick  of  conversation  when  the  peo- 
ple ]eh  Boston  last  Friday.  No  doubt,  when  he  is  re-en- 
forced, he  will  avail  himself  of  the  information.  I  am 
makina;  the  best  disposition  I  can  for  our  defence,  having 
thrown  up,  besides  the  work  on  Cobble-Hill,  several  re- 
doubts, half-moons,  kc,  along  the  bay;  and  I  fear  I  shall 
be  under  the  necessity  of  calling  in  the  Militia  and  Minute- 
Men  of  the  country  to  my  assistance.  I  say  I  fear  it,  be- 
cause, by  what  I  can  learn  from  the  officers  in  the  Army 
belonging  to  this  Colony,  it  will  be  next  to  an  impossibility 
to  keep  them   under  any  degree  of  discipline,  and  that  it 
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will  be  very  difficult  to  prevail  on  them  to  remain  a  mo- 
ment longer  than  they  choose  themselves.  It  is  a  mortify- 
ing reflec'tion  to  be  reduced  to  this  dilemma.  There  has 
be'en  nothing  wanting,  on  my  jjart,  to  infuse  a  proper  spirit 
amongst  the  officers,  that  they  may  exert  their  influence 
with  die  soldiery.  You  see,  by  a  fortnight's  recruiting, 
amongst  men  with  arms  in  their  hands,  how  little  has  been 
the  succes?. 

As  the  smallpox  is  now  in  Boston,  1  have  used  the  pre- 
caution of  prohibiting  such  as  lately  came  out  from  coming 
near  our  camp.  General  Burgoyne,  I  am  informed,  will 
soon  embark  for  England.  I  think  the  risk  loo  great  to 
write  you  by  post,  whilst  it  continues  to  pass  through  Nciv- 
York.  It  is  certain  that  a  post  has  been  intercepted,  (ihe 
beginning  of  last  month,)  as  they  sent  out  several  letters 
from  Boston,  with  the  post-mark  at  Boltiworc  on  ihem. 
This  goes  by  Captain  Josc^A  Blcivcr,  who  promises  to  de- 
liver it  carefully  unto  you. 

You  doubtless  will  have  heard,  ere  this  reaches,  of  Gen- 
eral Montgomery's  having  got  possession  of  Montreal.  I 
congratulate  you  thereon.  He  has  troubles  with  his  troops 
as  well  as  1  have.  All  I  can  learn  of  Colonel  Arnold  is, 
that  he  is  near  Quebeck.  I  hope  Montgomery  will  be  able 
to  proceed  to  his  assistance.  I  shall  be  very  uneasy  until 
I  hear  they  are  joined. 

My  best  respects  attend   the  gentlemen   in  Congress ; 
and  believe  me.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Gf.drc.e  Washington. 
The  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


ORDERS   BY   GBNERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Haad-Qiiarters,  Cambridg,-,  November  20,  1775. 
(r.nnlL-,  F..,-^r.i\J  (Cuiintcnign.  Falmouth.) 

The  Colonels  and  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments 
upon  the  new  establishment  are  forthwith  to  send  one  offi- 
cer from  each  Company  upon  the  recruiting  service  into 
the  country.  They  are  to  take  with  them  a  copy  of  the 
recruiting  instructions,  as  contained  in  General  Orders  of 
the  l'2th  instant,  and  comply  strictly  therewith ;  care  to  be 
taken  not  to  leave  any  Company  imder  the  old  establish- 
ment destitute  of  proper  officers. 

As  the  General  is  informed  that  this  is  the  season  in 
which  the  people  of  the  four  Ncxv-Kngland  Governments 
lay  in  provisions,  stores,  &,c.,  for  the  use  of  their  families, 
he  has  recommended,  in  the  stronijest  manner  he  is  capa- 
ble, the  necessity  of  sending  money  to  camp  for  the  imme- 
diate payment  of  the  Troops  for  the  months  of  October 
and  November;  and,  in  order  to  enable  those  who  have 
again  enlisted,  and  such  others  as  are  resolved  to  continue 
in  service,  to  do  this  more  efteclually,  he  has  also  recom- 
mended them  to  the  Congress  for  one  month's  advance 
pay,  and  has  no  doubt  himself  of  its  being  complied  with, 
if  money  can  be  forwarded  in  time. 

No  soldier,  whenever  dismissed,  is  to  carry  away  any  Arms 
with  him  that  are  good  and  fit  for  service;  if  the  Arms  are 
his  own  private  property,  they  will  lie  appraised,  and  he 
will  receive  the  full  value  thereof.  Proper  persons,  when 
necessary,  will  be  appointed  to  inspect  and  value  the  Arms 
so  detained. 


Court  were  of  opinion  that  the  prisoners  are  guilty  of  the 
crime  laid  to  tht  ir  charge,  and  do  adjudge  them  to  be  pun- 
ished with  fifteen  lashes  each  ;  but  on  account  of  the  youth 
and  ignorance  of  their  duty,  the  Court  recommends  the 
prisoners  lor  mercy.  The  General  is  pleased,  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Court,  to  pardon  the  prisoners,  but 
at  the  same  time  desires  it  may  be  noticed  that  such  a 
crime  will  not  meet  with  mercy  in  future. 

Ilead-Quart.Ts,  Cimbridg^  November  22,  1775. 
(I'arcjle,  Ipswch.)  (CuiiiiliTsiini,  Kimst^v.) 

The  General  has  been  informed,  more  than  once  or 
twice,  that  an  idea  prevails  amongst  some  of  the  First 
Lieutenants  upon  the  new  establishment,  that  if  their  Cap- 
tains do  not  recruit  a  Company,  the  command  of  it  will  be 
taken  away  and  given  to  such  First  Lieutenant,  provided 
he  can  fill  it  up;  which  makes  the  First  Lieutenants  indif- 
ferent and  lukewarm  in  the  recruiting  business.  Whence 
such  an  opinion  could  arise  is  not  easy  to  sav;  but  if  it  he 
possible  that  there  are  any  officers  in  this  Army  actuated 
by  such  principles,  the  General  most  positively  assures 
them  that  they  not  only  deceive  themselves,  but,  if  proof 
can  be  given  of  such  a  charge,  such  guilty  enemies  to  their 
Country  will,  with  disgrace,  be  dismissed  from  the  Conti- 
nental Army  and  service  forever.  The  General  thought 
it  his  duty  to  give  them  this  publick  notice. 

Whenever  the  Commanding  Officer  of  one  of  the  new 
Regiments  gives  a  furlough  to  a  recruit,  he  is  previously 
to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Regiment  tlie  recruit  then  belongs  to,  in  order  that  he 
may  be  apprized  thereof,  and  know  in  what  manner  to 
make  his  weekly  return  ;  the  doing  of  which  is  by  no 
means  to  be  neglected. 

The  men  of  the  Artillery  Regiment  are  not  to  be  re- 
cruited into  the  other  Regiments. 

As  fast  as  the  men  move  into  barracks,  the  Colonels  are 
to  take  especial  care  that  the  tents  be  immediately  deliver- 
ed into  the  hands  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  who,  after 
the  present  hurry  of  business  is  a  little  over,  is  to  have 
them  washed,  repaired,  and  laid  by. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Colonels  will  frequently  visit  their 
men's  barracks,  and  see  that  they  are  kept  clean  anti  de- 
cent, their  victuals  properly  cooked,  &ic.  Nothing  con- 
tributes more  to  the  health  of  the  Troops,  or  can  add 
more  to  the  reputation  of  the  officers,  than  men  to  be  seen 
healthy,  clean,  and  well  dressed. 

Those  officers  who  have  been  all  the  summer  in  service, 
and  recommended  by  the  honourable  the  Council  of  this 
Colony  for  commissions,  may  now  apply  for  them  through 
their  Colonels.  It  is  expected  that  tliose  who  have  given 
in  their  names  to  stay,  and  are  appointed  to  some  of  the 
new  Regiments,  will  not  apply,  as  those  commissions  will 
be  given  out  by  Regiments,  so  soon  as  the  new  establish- 
ment takes  place. 

The  General  approves  the  sentence  of  the  General 
Court-Martial  held  upon  Dr.  C/i/nei/,  and  orders  it  to  take 
place  immediately. 


Ilead.Qu 


,  Cambi 


(P.u-nl"-,  Cil'.tir/'sfri:)  CComUelsipn,  Hftmpsllire.) 

The  Court-Martial  of  which  Colonel  Cleveland  was  Pre- 
sident is  dissolved.  A  General  Couit-Mariial  to  sit  to- 
morrow morning,  in  General  iSullietin's  Brigade,  to  try 
such  prisoners  as  shall  be  brought  before  them  ;  all  evi- 
dences and  persons  concerned  to  attenil  the  Court. 

Mr.  Pcnuel  Cliiney,  Surgeon  to  the  Thirty-Fourth  Re- 
giment, tried  at  a  late  General  Couit-Martial,  of  which 
Colonel  Cleveland  was  President,  for  "drawinij  more  Hos- 
pital Stores  than  he  had  a  right  to  draw,  and  for  vilifying 
the  characters  of  Major-Generals  Lice  and  Putnam."  The 
Court  were  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  is  guilty  of  speak- 
ing words  tending  to  the  dishonour  of  the  character  of 
Major-General  Putnam,  and  therefore  adjudge  him  to  be 
cashiered. 

John  Davidson,  of  Captain  Bancroft's  Company,  and 
Thomas  Knolton,  of  Captain  Town's  Company,  Colonel 
Bridge's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  (ieneral  Court- 
Martial,  for  "  ijuitting  their  post  when  upon  duty."     The 


Ilead.Qu 


s,  Cambi- 


remb-r23.  1775. 
(Pnn.l.,  I,rV,n..>,.;  CCoumersip.,  ManhJiM.j 

The  Colonels  or  Commanding  Officers  of  each  new  esta- 
blished Regiment  may  draw  to  the  amount  of  two  months' 
pay  for  each  ollicer  they  send  into  the  comilry  (agreeable 
to  the  orders  of  the  2()th  instant)  a  recruiting,  and  Annish 
them  therewith;  abstracts  lo  be  made  and  given  in  accord- 

Men  recruited  out  of  the  old  Regiments  will  continue  in 
pay  after  the  term  of  their  [iresent  enlistments,  as  usual  ; 
and  all  new  recruits,  that  is,  men  who  are  not  at  present 
in  the  service,  will  enter  upon  pay  so  soon  as  they  enlist, 
and  will  be  allowed  six  pence  a  day  for  sidjsistence,  from 
the  time  they  are  recruited  until  they  march  for  the  camp, 
and  one  |)enuy  per  mile,  from  their  usual  place  of  abode 
to  their  Regiment,  for  subsistence  and  expenses  afterwards. 
The  officers  are  not  to  keep  the  recruits  they  raise  in  the 
country  a  moment  longer  than  they  can  help;  but  send 
them  to  their  respective  Regiments  as  fast  as  eight  or  ten 
of  tliem  are  enlisted. 

The  Colonels  or  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments 
may  relieve  the  officers  who  are  first  sent  into  the  country 
upon  the  recruiting  service,  as  they  shall  see  occasion,  and 
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are  expressly  ordered  to  recall  every  one  who  is  negligent 
or  iiiisuccessfu!  in  this  duty. 

The  new  enlisted  men,  upon  producing  to  the  Colonel 
or  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment  they  are  enlisted 
into,  a  Blanket,  fit  for  use,  will  be  entitled  to  the  two  dol- 
lars allowed  by  the  Continent  therefor;  and  the  Colonel  or 
Commanding  Officer  is  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  names  of 
such  men,  that  the  money  may  be  drawn  for  them.  The 
Colonel  is  to  keep  a  copy  of  such  list,  to  prevent  mistakes  ; 
the  list  must  specify  lheCom[)any  each  man  belongs  to. 

The  Major-General,  with  the  Brigadier  of  his  division, 
are  to  appoint  three  persons  of  character  and  judgment  to 
value  the  Arms  of  discharged  soldiers,  specifying  to  whom 
they  belong,  whether  publick  or  private  property,  and  what 
they  consist  of.  They  are  to  fix  a  reasonable  and  just  price 
upon  them,  and  to  take  none  but  such  as  are  fit  for  service. 
They  are  to  enter  into  a  book  such  valuation,  and  deliver 
t!ie  Arms  so  valued  to  the  Connnissary  of  Artillery  Stores, 
and  take  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

A  General  Court-Marlial  to  sit  to-morrow,  in  Cnmbriilge, 
to  try  such  piisoners  as  shall  be  brought  before  them.  The 
General  Court-Marlial  of  which  Colonel  Poor  was  Presi- 
dent is  dissolved. 

Ilead-Qu-utors,  Cambridge,  November  24,  1775. 
(Par.ilf,  h'nvti'irt . )  CCounteisijii,  Proviilcnre. ) 

Captain  William  HubbeJ,  of  Colonel  fVebb's  Regiment, 
tried  at  a  late  General  Court-Martial,  for  "  behaving  in  a 
low,  scandalous,  and  unofficerlike  manner."  The  Court 
having  acquitted  the  prisoner,  the  General  orders  him  to 
be  released. 

Captain  Grey,  of  Colonel  Dnirers  Regiment,  tried  at 
a  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Enoch  Foor 
was  President,  for  "dissuading  the  soldiers  from  enlisting, 
therein  acting  the  part  of  tory  and  enemy  to  his  Country." 
The  Conit  tliinking  proper  to  acquit  the  prisoner,  the 
General  orders  him  lo  be  jeleased. 

IleaJ-Qiiaiters,  Cambridge,  November  25,  1775. 
CParule,  Hampden.]  (Countc-rsig",  I'ym.) 

The  conmiissioned,  non-commissioned  oflicers  and  sol- 
diers, lately  arrived  in  camp  from  Kcnncbcck  River,  are  to 
join  their  respective  Corps.  A  return  of  them,  signed  by 
the  Commanding  Officers  of  their  respective  Regiments, 
to  be  sent  to  the  Adjutant-General  Momlaij  moining. 

At  the  request  of  the  honourable  the  General  Court  of 
this  Colony,  the  General  directs  that  the  Colonels  or  Com- 
manding Officers  of  the  Massachusetls  Regiments,  do  re- 
spectively order  each  of  their  Captains  to  make  out  a  Mus- 
ter and  Pay-RoU  of  his  Company,  up  to  the  first  day  of 
August  last,  from  the  time  of  each  man's  enlistment.  Tliis 
is  to  be  done  agreeable  to  the  form  of  a  return,  which  is 
lodged  with,  and  may  be  had  of  the  Adjutant-General. 
The  Court  desires  these  Rolls  may  be  confirmed,  u\>on 
oath,  and  lodged,  as  soon  as  possible,  (with  the  original 
certificates,)  in  the  Secretary's  office  of  the  Colony,  that 
all  the  Ulassacliuseils  Regiments  may  be  paid  up  to  the 
1st  o(  August,  aforesaid.  For  further  particulars,  relative 
to  this  resolution  of  the  Geneial  Court,  the  General  refers 
to  their  resolve  of  the  3d  instant;  it  being  too  long  to  in- 
sert in  these  Orders. 

Ilead-Qu-jricrs,  Cambridge,  Novcmbor  2(5,  1775. 
(Parolr,  Il'ilkrs.}  (Coiinttr^itjn,  Ubrity.) 

The  Colonels  and  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments 
upon  the  new  establishment  to  order  the  men  to  be  recruit- 
eil  to  be  |iaraded  every  morning,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon, 
before  the  Brigadier-General  of  their  res|)ective  Brigades, 
who  will  reject  such  as  are  unfit  for  service,  or  do  not  come 
within  the  description  of  the  recruiting  orders.  The  Briga- 
dier will  sign  a  certificate  of  the  recruits  he  a|qiro\es  of, 
and  deliver  it  to  each  of  the  Colonels,  that  the  blanket 
money  due  may  be  jiaid,  and  no  more. 

A  Court  of  Inquiry  to  sit  to-morrow  morning,  to  exa- 
mine into  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Enos,  who 
appears  to  have  left  Colonel  ^rno/;/,  his  commanding  offi- 
cer, without  lea\-e.  IMajor-General  Lcc,  President;  Brija- 
dier-General  Greene,  Colonel  Stark,  Major  I?«rA'fc,  Briga- 


dier-General   Heath,   Colonel   Nixov,   Major  Sherburne, 
Members. 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  November  28,  1775. 
CParoli',  Mmtgamrry.)  (Countersign,  Montreal.) 

An  express  last  night  from  General  Montgomery  brings 
the  joyful  tidings  of  the  surrender  of  the  City  oi  Montreal 
to  the  Continental  arms.  The  General  hopes  such  fre- 
quent favours  from  Divine  Providence  will  animate  every 
American  to  continue  to  exert  his  utmost  in  the  defence 
of  the  liberties  of  his  Country,  as  it  would  now  be  the 
basest  ingratitude  to  the  Ahuighty,  and  to  their  Country, 
to  show  any  the  least  backwardness  in  the  iiublick  cause! 


GF.NERAL    WASHIXGTO.V  TO   COLONEL  JOSEPH   BEED. 

Cambridg'\  November  28,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favours  of  the  15th  and  17tli  are 
come  to  hand.  In  one  of  them  you  justly  observe,  that 
the  sudden  departure  of  Mr.  Rando'lpk  must  cause  your 
absence  to  be  the  more  sensibly  felt.  I  can  truly  assure 
you  that  I  miss  you  exceedingly,  and  if  an  express  decla- 
ration be  wanting  to  hasten  your  return,  I  make  it  most 
heartily,  and  with  some  pleasure,  as  Mr.Lvnch,  in  a  letter 
of  the  I3th,  gives  this  information  :  "  In  consequence  of 
your  letter  by  Colonel  Reed,  I  applied  to  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, who  tells  me  the  Supreme  Courts  are  lately  held, 
and  that  it  will  be  some  time  before  their  term  will  return; 
that  he  knows  of  no  capital  suit  now  dejiending,  and  that 
it  is  very  easy  for  Colonel  Reed  to  manage  matters  so  as 
not  to  let  them  prevent  his  return  to  you.  1  am  sure  Mr. 
Chew  is  so  heartily  disposed  lo  oblige  you,  and  serve  the 
cause,  that  nothing  in  his  power  will  be  wanting."  I  could 
wish,  my  good  friend,  that  these  things  may  give  a  spur  to 
your  inclination  to  return,  and  that  1  may  see  you  here  as 
soon  as  convenient;  for  I  feel  the  want  of  your  ready  pen 
greatly. 

What  an  astonishing  thing  it  is  that  those  who  are  em- 
ployed to  sign  the  Continental  bills  should  not  be  able,  or 
inclined,  to  do  it  as  fast  as  they  are  wanted.  They  will 
))rove  the  destruction  of  the  Army,  if  they  are  not  more 
attentive  and  diligent. 

Such  a  dearth  of  publick  spirit  and  such  want  of  virtue- 
such  stockjobbing  and  fertility  in  all  the  low  arts  to  obtain 
advantages  of  one  kind  or  another  in  this  great  change  of 
military  arrangement,  I  never  saw  before,  and  pray  God's 
mercy  that  I  may  never  be  witness  to  again.  What  will 
be  the  end  of  these  manfeuvres  is  beyond  my  scan.  I 
tremble  at  the  prospect.  We  have  been  till  this  time  en- 
listing about  three  thousand  five  hundred  men.  To  engage 
these,  I  have  been  obliged  to  allow  furloughs  as  far  as  fifty 
men  to  a  Regiment;  and  the  officers,  I  am  persuaded,  in- 
dulge as  many  more.  Tlie  Connecticut  troops  will  not  be 
prevailed  upon  to  stay  longer  than  their  term,  saving  tho^e 
who  have  enlisted  for  the  next  campaign,  and  are  mostK' 
on  furlough  ;  and  such  a  mercenary  spirit  pervades  the 
whole,  that  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  at  any  disaster 
that  may  happen.  In  short,  after  the  last  of  this  month, 
our  lines  will  be  so  weakened,  that  the  Minute-men  and 
Militia  must  be  called  in  for  their  defisnce;  and  these,  being 
under  no  kind  of  government  themselves,  will  destroy  the 
little  subordination  I  ha\e  been  labouring  to  establish,  and 
run  me  into  one  evil  whilst  I  am  endeavouring  to  avoid 
another:  but  the  less  must  be  chosen.  Could  I  have  fore- 
seen what  I  have  experienced,  and  am  likely  to  experi- 
ence, no  consideration  upon  earth  should  have  induced  me 
to  accept  this  command.  A  Regiment,  or  any  subordinate 
department,  would  have  been  accompanied  with  ten  time- 
the  satisfaction,  and,  perhaps,  the  honour. 

The  Congress  already  know,  from  the  gencial  estimat- 
given  in  for  a  montli,  what  sum  it  will  take  to  supply  thf 
Army,  and  that  little  less  than  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars  will  answer  the  purpose.  Pray  im- 
press this  upon  the  members,  and  the  necessity  of  for- 
warding the  last  sum  voted,  as  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  will  be  totally  inadequate  to  our  demands  at  thi<;- 
time. 

I  wish  that  matter  respecting  the  punctilio  hinted  at  bv 
you  could  come  to  some  decision  of  Congress.  I  ha\. 
done  nothing  yet  in  i-espect  to  tlie  proposed  exchange  o 
prisoners,  nor  shall  I,  until  I  hear  from  them  or  you  r.. 
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this  subject.  I  am  sorry  Mr.  fl'hiie  met  with  a  disappoint- 
ment in  the  Jerseys,  as  1  could  wish  not  to  be  under  the 
necessity,  from  any  former  encouragement  given  iilm,  of 
taking  him  Into  my  family.  1  find  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  tlie  aids  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  should  be  ready 
at  their  pen,  (which,  I  believe,  he  is  not,)  to  render  that 
assistance  which  is  expected  of  them.  It  would  give  me 
singular  pleasure  to  provide  for  those  two  gentlemen  men- 
tioned in  your  letter;  but,  believe  me,  it  is  beyond  the 
powers  of  conception  to  realize  the  absurdities  and  partia- 
lity of  these  people,  and  the  trouble  and  vexation  I  have 
had  in  the  new  arrangement  of  olhcers.  After  five,  I 
think,  different  meetings  of  the  General  Officers,  I  have,  in 
a  manner,  been  obliged  to  yield  to  the  humour  and  whim- 
sies of  the  people,  or  get  no  Army.  The  oflicers  of  one 
Government  would  not  serve  in  the  Regiments  of  another, 
although  there  was  to  be  an  entire  new  creation  ;  a  Cap- 
tain must  be  in  this  Regiment,  a  Subaltern  in  that  Com- 
pany. In  short,  I  can  scarce  tell,  at  this  moment,  in  what 
manner  they  are  fixed.  Some  time  hence  strangers  may 
be  brought  in  ;  but  it  could  not  be  done  now,  except  In  an 
instance  or  two,  without  putting  too  much  to  hazard. 

What  can  your  brethren  of  the  law  mean,  by  saying 
your  perquisites,  as  Secretary,  must  be  considerable  ?  I 
am  sure  they  have  not  amounted  to  one  farthing.  Cap- 
tain Blcivcr  waits,  and  therefore  I  shall  add  no  more  than 
that  1  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  affectionate 
servant,  George  Washington. 

To  Colonel  Josejjh  Reed. 


ROBKKT    H.    HAUIUSON  TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   WARD. 

Cambridge,  November  28,  1775. 
Sir:  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  by  his  Excellency's  com- 
mand, that,  from  the  reluins  made  of  the  Connecticut 
troops,  he  has  no  dependance  in  their  enlisting  anew,  and 
continuing  here.  He  therefore  desires  that  you,  with  Gen- 
erals Thomas  and  Spencer,  will  be  at  Head-Quarters  as 
early  to-morrow  as  you  conveniently  can,  to  take  such 
measures  as  may  be  judged  expedient,  in  case  of  their  de- 
parture. You  will  please  to  communicate  this  to  Generals 
Thomas  and  Spencer. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c.,  R.  H.  Harrison,  ^/(/-(/t-C(nn|). 

To  Major-General  JVanl. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON   TO  MAJOR-GENERAL   SCHUYLER. 
Cambridge,  November  28,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  may  easily  conceive  that  I  had  great 
pleasure  in  perusing  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  which, 
with  the  enclosures,  1  received  last  evening.  It  was  much 
damped  by  my  finding  that  General  Montgomery  had  the 
same  difliculty  to  encounter  with  the  troojis  under  your 
command,  that  I  have  with  these  here.  No  troops  were 
ever  better  provided  or  higher  paid  ;  yet  their  backward- 
ness to  enlist  for  another  year  is  amazing.  It  grieves  me 
to  see  so  little  of  that  pairiotick  S|iirit  which  I  was  tauglit 
to  believe  was  characteristick  of  this  people. 

Colonel  Enos,  who  had  the  command  o(  Arnold's  rear 
division,  is  returned,  with  the  greater  part  of  his  men, 
which  must  weaken  him  so  much  as  to  render  him  inca- 
pable of  making  a  successful  attack  on  Qiiebcck,  without 
assistance  from  General  Montgomery.  I  hope  he  will  be 
able  to  give  it  him,  and,  by  taking  that  City,  finish  his  glo- 
rious campaign. 

I  have  nothing  material  to  communicate  to  you  from 
hence.  I  am  making  every  disposiiion  for  defence,  by 
throwing  up  redoubts,  Sic,  along  the  bay,  some  of  which 
have  been  constructed  under  the  enemy's  guns;  but  they 
have  not  given  us  the  least  disturbance.  I  su|)pose  Mr. 
Howe  waits  the  airival  of  his  re-enforcements,  when,  pro- 
bably, he  will  attempt  something.  He  has  sent  out  about 
three  hundred  men,  women,  and  children,  last  week.  They 
give  shocking  accounts  of  the  want  of  fuel  and  fresh  pro- 
visions.    General  Burgoyne  has  gone  or  is  going  home. 

Last  evening  I  received  the  agreeable  account  of  one  of 
our  armed  schooners  having  taken  a  large  brigantine,  laden 
with  military  stores,  the  inventory  of  which  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  enclose.  But  let  not  this  acquisition  prevent 
your  sending  what  stores  you  can  spare.  We  shall  want 
ihem  all. 


Adieu,  my  dear  General.     I  wish  you  a  return  of  your 

health;  and  am,  Sec,  /-,  -..r 

'  '         '  George  \Vashington. 

To  jMajor-General  Schuyler,  Northern  Department. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  BURGH  OF  RUTHERGLEN. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and' Council  of  the 
Burgh  of  RuthergJen,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  the 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Frederick  Camjjbell,  their  Repre- 
sentative in  Parliament. 

To  the  Kings  Most  Eicellent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

Your  Majesty's  loyal  and  dutifid  subjects,  the  Provost, 
Magistrates,  and  Council  of  the  Burgh  of  Ruthergkn, 
deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  many  blessings  we 
enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  mild  Government,  beg  leave 
most  humbly  to  approach  your  throne,  and  to  declare  oui' 
disapprobation  and  abliorrence  of  the  rebellion  now  sup- 
ported by  some  of  your  Majesty's  deluded  subjects  in 
North-Ameiica,  against  their  lawful  Sovereign  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  British  Empire. 

We  sincerely  wish  that  the  measures  adopted  by  your 
Majesty  and  Parliament  may  be  vigorously  prosecuted,  for 
reducing  your  rebellions  subjects  under  a  due  obedience  to 
the  laws,  and  for  establishing  the  dependance  of  the  Colo- 
nies on  their  Mother  Country. 

Permit  us  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  firm  attachment 
to  your  royal  person  and  family,  and  of  our  sincere  and 
hearty  resolution  to  support  the  administration  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's Government. 

Signed  in  presence  and  by  appointment  of  the  Magis- 
trates and  Town  Council,  this  twenty-ninth  day  o(  Novem- 
ber, seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-five  years. 

James  Fleming,  Provost. 


ADDRESS    OF  THE    GENTLEMEN,   ETC.,    OF  THE    COUNTY   Or 
KINCARDINE. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Free- 
holders, and  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Tax  of  the  County 
o(  Kincartlinc,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of  6'((/fb/A',  one  of 
His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  presented 
to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Addnss  of  the  Gentlemen,  Justices  of  the 

Fcace,  Freeholders,  and  Commissioners  of  the  Land- 

Tax  of  the  County  o/"  Kincardine. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  subjecls,  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  County  oi'  Kincardine,  in  general  meeting  assembled, 
esteem  it  our  tluty  on  the  present  occasion  to  express,  with 
the  highest  sense  of  gratitude,  the  innumerable  blessings 
we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  fi'ee  and  lenient  Govern- 
ment, and  to  avow  our  firm  and  unalterable  resolution  to 
support,  by  every  exertion  of  our  ]iowers,  the  measures 
adopted  by  your  IMajcsty  and  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  for  suppressing  the  rebellion  now  subsisting  in 
your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America. 

With  the  most  ardent  prayers  for  your  Majesty's  hap- 
])iness,  and  the  long  continuance  of  your  reign  over  a  free 
and  a  gratefiil  people,  we  most  sinceiely  wish  for  the 
speedy  success  of  your  Majesty's  endeavours  to  reduce  the 
Colonies  to  a  ju<;t  subordination  to  the  legislative  powers 
of  Great  Britain,  nud  due  obedience  to  your  .Majesty's 
Government. 

Signed  in   name  ol   the  Gi'iieral   Moeiiug,  and   by  their 

a])poiutmcnt,  at  S/onhareii,   the   -jillh    day  of  November, 

HT.j  years.  n    n  t> 

•'  R.  Barclay,  erases. 

GonciiLANn  COUNTY  (viuginia)  committee. 

At  a  Committee  held   for  Goochland  County,  at   the 
Court-House,  on  JVednesday,  the  '2W.\  November,  1775: 
Friends  and  Countrymen  : 

Ye  whose  situation  exposes  you  to  the  relentless  fury 
of  merciless  plunderers,  wlio  are  daily  meditating  how  they 
may  distress  His  Majesty's  faithful  subjects  on  this  Continent, 
we  rejoice  to  find  that  several  of  the  upper  Counties  have 
taken  your  case  into  their  tender  consideration,  and  have 
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declared  their  willingness  to  manifest  every  token  of  hu- 
manity and  atiection  to  your  families,  when  you  are  forced 
to  quit  your  habitations.  We  sincerely  join  with  them, 
and  do  hereby,  for  ourselves  and  constituents,  assure  our 
friends  in  the  lower  Counties,  who  find  it  necessary  to  leave 
their  habitation',  that  our  minds  are  disposed  to  receive 
them  with  sincere  affection  ;  and  we  do  hereby  invite  sucli, 
who  think  themselves  in  danger,  to  come  and  dwell  among 
us,  we  being  willing  to  afford  to  as  many  of  their  families  as 
we  can  eveiy  comfort  and  conveniency  in  our  |)ower.  And 
we  sincerely  exhort  our  suffering  countrymen  to  put  their 
trust  and  confidence  in  the  Supreme  Being,  whose  arm  is 
mighty  to  save,  and  who  will,  in  due  time,  defend  the  cause 
of  the  0])pressed  ;  and  not  to  be  deterred,  by  the  threats 
of  their  enemies,  to  renounce  their  birthright.  What  though 
they  should  insultingly  say,  with  Rahshakcli  of  old,  "  I  will 
come  up  to  Lebanon,  and  cut  down  the  tall  cedais  thereof 
and  the  choice  fir  trees  thereof;  I  will  enter  into  the  height 
of  his  border  and  the  forest  of  his  CarmcV — yet  let  us, 
with  good  Ilczekinh,  spread  their  reproachful  words  before 
the  Lord,  let  us  lift  up  our  hearts  unto  God,  whose  king- 
dom is  an  everlasting  kingdom,  and  whose  sovereign  power 
and  dominion  is  over  all  creatures. 

Resolved,  That  the  preceding  Address  be  published  in 

the   Vira-inia  Gazette.       r-  tt  r,7    ? 

•^  (jkorge  L'nueuwood,  Clerk. 


)h  Donu 


Robert  McPlicrson, 

PaU-ick  McSpcrry, 

.Samuel  E.lie, 

James  L'jeper, 

William  McClellan, 

Joseph  Read, 

Thomas  Douglass, 

Patrick  Scott, 

.lohn  Acrnew, 

James  Egar, 

D.ivhI  Ivrniiody, 

Benjamin  Savage, 

(J.orir,.  cliii^en, 

Andrew  Thompson, 

Co,,;,.    IviT, 

PntcT  R.ker, 

AI„-,,Im„i  Hin!-., 

J.cnl,  Kr.f  1, 

.I"liii  Ml.  kl.  Jr., 

Willi.n,,   MiI.IkI, 

Smm'I   MrC.,„, hv 

,    .1..!,,;  Will,  ,n,s, 

Dm.l    \lrC,„,  n.^liv 

.lohi,   HlH-kliiiinr 

'   William  Ratikm, 

WllllUll    W.ilkrr, 

James  Nailer, 

li.WllMl     Mr   M.^hT, 

Baltz  T  Knertzer, 

C:ii]i^li,M  (ir.iir, 

Henry  Matthias, 

.l.lr.,l,  \\",ll, 

George  Hough, 

ll.'iirv  Sl,,,r|,., 

Daniel  Messerlee, 

.I..!,„n;„.„ll,„|, 

John  Neshit, 

.)..l.i.  M.-.,tuth, 

William  Weakly, 

Tll,„u.s  I.lly, 

John  Cliamberlin, 

KulMra  l>,,rsel, 

Andrew  Thompson,  of 

ci.iiiirK  (;ciwix, 

H.  N., 

J<.lm  Mcl.m-o, 

Alex.  Sanderson. 

James  Dixon,  William  Shakly, 

On  the  same  day  the  Committee  met  at  the  Court- 
House  in  York,  when  James  Smit/i  was  chosen  President, 
Thomas  Ilartly,  Vice-President  of  the  Committee. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  unanimously  elected  as  a 
Committee  of  Correspondence  for  York  County,  viz; 
James  Smith,  Michael  Stcoopc,  Thomas  Ilartly,  Joseph 
Donaldson,  George  Eichelberger,  Charles  Lnkcns,  David 
Grier,  George  Irinin,  Thomas  Armor,  William  Lease, 
George  Clingen,  John  Nesbit,  James  Lceper,  Francis 
Crezart,  Peter  Wolf,  and  David  McConaitghy;  and  five 
or  more  of  them  are  empowered  to  act. 

The  Committee-men  in   Yorktown,  or  any  two  or  more 
we  thought  the  matter  in  dispute  between  the  two  Houses     of  them,  were  appointed  to  carry  into  execution  the  orders 

of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  relating  to  the  person  of  Doc- 
tor /o/m  Kearsley,  now  confined  in  the  jail  of  this  Coun- 
ty, and  were  fully  empowered  to  act  in  this  matter. 

Thomas  Ar.mor,  Clerk. 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  the  first  Thursday  in  De- 
cember next,  to  meet  at  the  Court-House  in  Yorktoxvn. 


JOHN    HANCOCK    AND  THOMAS    GUSHING  TO    COUNCIL    OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Philadelphia,  November  :39,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  We  wrote  you,  on  the  24th  instant,  that 


ought  to  be  laid  before  the  Congress,  and  their  sentiments 
taken  upon  it;  but,  for  various  reasons,  too  many  now  to 
enumerate,  this  has  not  as  yet  been  done.  However,  we 
have  consulted  the  members  of  the  Congress  individually, 
and,  upon  conversing  with  them,  we  find  that,  in  general, 
they  are  extremely  desirous  we  should  conform,  in  all 
Governmental  matters,  as  near  as  possible  to  the  spirit  and 
substance  of  our  charter;  and  it  is  their  opinion  that,  when 
the  resolutions  of  the  ISlh  July  last  were  passed,  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Congress  not  to  supersede  the  resolve 
of  the  8th  oi  June  last,  but  to  leave  such  Governments  as 
were  competent  to  the  business  to  model  and  regulate  their 
militia  agreeable  to  their  several  constitutions,  as  prescribed 
by  their  respective  charters.  However,  they  said,  as  it 
appeared,  from  our  representation  of  matters,  that  our 
House  of  Representatives  had  conceived  otherwise  of  this 
matter,  and  had  claimed  a  right  to  a  voice  with  the  Coun- 
cil in  the  choice  of  militia  officers;  and  that,  if  the  dispute 
was  continued,  it  would  throw  the  Colony  into  a  ferment; 
and  considering,  also,  that  at  this  critical  juncture  our  mili- 
tia might  be  suddenly  wanted,  and  it  was  therefore  highly 
expedient  and  necessaiy  it  should  be  immediately  settled 
and  regulated,  it  was  their  opinion  that  it  would  be  advisa- 
ble for  the  Council,  during  the  present  exigency  of  our 
affairs,  to  gratify  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this 
claim,  but  not  by  any  means  any  ftu'ther  to  deviate  fi-om 
the  charier. 

Thus  we  have  collected  and  advised  you  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  members  of  the  Congress  in  general,  which 
we  doubt  not  will  be  some  aid  to  you,  in  your  deliberations 
and  determinations  upon  this  important  subject,  and,  were 
we  present,  we  should  vote  agreeable  to  this  advice. 

We  conclude,  with   great  res[)ect,  your  Honours'  most 

obedient  humble  servants,  -.  ,j 

'  John  Hancock, 

Thomas  Cushino. 

To  the   Honourable   the   President  and   Members  of  the 

Council  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 

YORK  COUNTY  (PENNSYLVANIA)  COMMITTEE. 

On  tiie  3d  of  November,  1775,  the  returns  of  twenty- 
six  Townships  were  received  at  York,  whereby  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  ajipear  to  be  chosen  as  a  Committee 
for  York  County,  to  continue  for  the  space  of  one  year, 
unless  they  shall  think  it  expedient  to  dissolve  themselves 
sooner. 

Michael  Swoope,         Francis  Crezart,  Frederick  Gelwix, 

James  Smith,  (ieorge  Brinkerhoof,    John  Hhikle, 

Thomas  Uartly,  John  Semplc,  John  Hoover, 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON   TO  JOHN   KANHOLFH. 

Philadelphia,  November  29,  177.'i. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  to  give  you  the  melancholy  intelli- 
gence of  the  death  of  our  most  worthy  Speaker,  which 
happened  here  on  the  2-2d  of  the  last  month.  He  was 
struck  with  an  apoplexy,  and  ex|)ired  within  five  hours. 

I  have  it  in  my  power  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  success 
of  our  arms  has  corresponded  with  the  justice  of  our  cause. 
Chambly  and  St.  John's  were  taken  some  weeks  ago,  and 
in  them  the  whole  regular  Army  in  Canada,  except  about 
forty  or  fifty  men.  This  day,  certain  intelligence  has 
reached  us,  that  our  General,  Montgomery,  is, received 
mto  Montreal ;  and  we  expect,  every  hour,  to  be  informed 
that  i^Uibcck  has  opened  its  arms  to  Colonel  Arnold,  who, 
with  eleven  hundred  men,  w-as  sent  from  Boston  up  the 
Kennebeck,  and  dow'n  the  Chaudiere  River  to  that  place. 
He  expected  to  be  there  early  this  month.  Montreal  ac- 
ceded to  us  on  the  I. 3th,  and  Carleton  set  out,  with  the 
shattered  remains  of  his  little  Army,  for  (^iiebcck,  where 
we  hope  he  will  be  taken  up  by  Arnold.  In  a  short  time, 
we  iiave  reason  to  hope,  the  Delegates  of  Ca?(«(/f/ will  join 
us  in  Congress,  and  complete  the  American  union,  as  far 
as  we  wish  to  have  it  completed.  We  hear  that  one  of  the 
British  transports  has  arrived  at  Boston  ;  the  rest  are  beat- 
ing off  the  coast  in  very  bad  weather. 

You  will  have  heard,  before  this  reaches  you,  that  Lord 
Dunmorc  has  commenced  hostilities  in  flrginia.  That 
people  bore  with  every  thing,  till  he  attempted  to  burn 
the  Town  of  Hampton.  They  opposed  and  repelled  him, 
with  considerable  loss  on  his  side,  and  none  on  ours.  It 
has  raised  our  coimtrymen  into  a  perfect  |)hrensy. 

It  is  an  immense  misfortune  to  the  \vhole  Empire,  to 
have  a  Iving  of  such  a  disposition  at  such  a  time.  \V^e  are 
tolil,  and  every  thing  proves  it  true,  that  he  is  the  bitterest 
enemy  we  have.  His  Minister  is  able,  and  that  satisfies  me 
that  ignorance  or  wickedness  somewhere  controls  him.  In 
an  earlier  part  of  this  contest,  our  petitions  told  him,  that 
from  our  King  there  was  but  one  appeal.  The  admoni- 
tion was  despised,  and  that  appeal  forced  on  us.  To  undo 
his  Empire,  he  has  but  one  more  truth  to  learn  :  that,  after 
Colonics  have  drawn  the  sword,  there  is  but  one  step  inor'.' 
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lliey  can  take.  Tliat  step  is  now  pressed  upon  us,  by  the 
measures  adopted,  as  if  they  were  afraid  we  would  not  take 
it.  Beheve  me,  dear  Sir,  there  is  not  m  the  bntish  Em- 
pire a  man  wiio  more  cordially  loves  a  union  with  Great 
Britain  than  I  do.  But,  by  the  God  that  made  me,  1 
will  cease  to  exist  before  I  yield  to  a  connection  on  such 
terms  as  the  British  Parliament  propose ;  and  in  this  I 
think  I  speak  the  sentiments  oi  America.  We  want  neither 
inducement  nor  power,  to  declare  and  assert  a  separation. 
It  is  will  alone  which  is  wanting,  and  that  is  growing  apace, 
under  the  fostering  hand  of  our  King.  One  bloody  cam- 
paign will  probably  decide,  everlastingly,  our  future  course  ; 
I  am  sorry  to  find  a  bloody  campaign  is  decided  on.  !f  our 
winds  and  waters  should  not  combine  to  rescue  their  shores 
from  slavery,  and  General  Howe's  re-enforcement  should 
arrive  in  safety,  we  have  hopes  he  will  be  inspirited  to 
come  out  of  Bosto)i  and  take  another  drubbirg;  and  we 
must  drub  him  soundly,  hefore  the  sceptred  tyrant  will 
know  we  are  not  mere  brutes,  to  crouch  under  his  hand, 
and  kiss  the  rod  with  which  he  deigns  to  scourge  us. 

Yours,  &,c.. 
To  John  Randolph,  Esq.,  Lou  do 


Thomas  Jeffei'.s 


(.■IIRISTOPHER  LEFFINC.WELL   TO   CONTINENTAL   CONGRKSS. 
[Rirul  D>:c=iab(M-  12,  1775.] 

Noi-wicli,  November  2D,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Brig  Nancy,  Thomas  Davis,  master, 
lately  belonging  to  Joshua  IVinslow,  of  Boston,  arrived  at 
Slonington,  in  Connecticut,  in  the  month  of  J(//y  last,  with 
a  load  of  molasses.  The  master  immediately  notified  the 
administrators,  and  Uilliam  Lightly  was  sent  out  o( Boston 
to  take  charge  of  her.  He  was  taken  up  and  examined 
by  the  General  Officers  at  Roxbury  camp,  and  sent  to 
General  Washington,  at  Cambridge.  1  was  then  at  Rox- 
bury, and  was  desired  to  advise  Governour  Trumbull,  kc, 
as  may  be  seen  by  the  enclosed  loiters.  The  brig  was 
brought  here,  and  myself,  with  IVilUam  Coit,  were  ap- 
pointed to  procure  the  vessel  unladed,  stripped  of  her  sails,^ 
rigging,  &ic.,  and  store  them  with  the  goods;  dispone  of 
sufficient  for  paying  the  master  and  people  their  wages, 
ike,  and  discharge  them  ;  all  which  we  have  done. 

The  Committees  of  Correspondence  and  Inspection  for 
this  Town,  at  their  meeting  this  day,  directed  us  to  ask  tlie 
advice  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  what  further 
steps  to  take  in  this  matter.  The  expense  of  storage  is 
daily  increasing,  and  the  molasses  Would  now  sell  for  one 
shilling  and  six  pence  per  gallon,  and  might  be  converted 
into  cash  immediately.  If  it  lies  much  longer  in  store,  must 
have  considerable  cooperage.  Beg  you  would  lay  the  mat- 
ter before  the  Congrefs,  and  that  llioy  would  give  us  some 
directions.  The  enclosed  pa|)ers  be  kind  enough  to  return 
me,  per  bearer,  Mr.  Daniel  Lcjlingwcll,  and  as  soon  as  may 
be  the  advice  of  Congress  ;  and  beg  leave  to  subscribe,  with 
the  greatest  esteem,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant,  for 
Mr.'YoU  and  self,  ^  r„uisToriu-.R  Lkkfin^iwci,. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


On  the  '20th  of  this  month,  siMei/n  respectable  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Town,  in  company  with  ("aplain  Scars,  set 
out  from  this  jilace  for  East  and  Westchester,  in  the  Pro- 
vince ol'  Ncir- York,  to  disarm  the  principal  Tories  there, 
and  secure  the  persons  of  Parson  Seabury,  Judge  Fonder, 
and  Lord  Lhtdcrhill.  On  their  way  thither  they  were 
joined  bv  the  Captains  Richards,  Scitlick,  and  Mead,  with 
about  eighty  men.  At  Mamaroncck  they  burnt  a  small 
sloop  which  was  purchased  by  (jovernnient  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  provisions  on  hoard  the  Asia.  At  East- 
chcsler  they  seized  Judge  Fowler,  then  repaired  to  IVest- 
chcster,  and  secured  Scabury  and  (Jnderhill.  Having 
possessed  themselves  of  these  three  caitifls,  they  sent  them 
to  Connecticut  under  a  strong  guard.  The  main  hody,  con- 
sisting of  seventy-five,  then  proceeded  to  New- York,  which 
they  entered  at  noon-day,  on  Thursday,  the  93d,  on  horse- 
liack,  with  bayonets  fixed;  in  the  greatest  regularity  went 
down  the  main  street,  and  drew  up  in  close  order  before  the 
printing  office  of  the  infamous:  James  Rivington.  A  small 
detachment  entered  it,  and  in  about  three-quarters  of  an 
■liour  brought  oil' the  principal  part  of  his  types,  for  which 


they  offered  to  give  an  order  on  Lord  Dunmore.  They 
then  faced  and  wheeled  to  the  left,  and  marched  out  of 
Town  to  the  tune  of  Yankee  Doodle.  The  vast  concourse 
of  people  assembled  at  the  cotiee-house  bridge,  on  their 
leaving  the  ground,  gave  them  three  very  h.earty  cheers. 
On  their  way  home  they  disarmed  all  the  tories  that  lay  on 
thier  route;  and  yesterday  arrived  here,  escorted  by  a  great 
number  of  gentlemen  from  the  westward,  the  whole  making 
a  very  grand  procession.  L^pon  their  entrance  into  Town, 
they  were  saluted  with  the  discharge  of  two  cannon,  and 
received  by  the  inhabitants  with  every  mark  of  approbation 
and  respect.  The  Company  divided  into  two  jjarts,  and 
concluded  the  day  in  festivity  and  innocent  mirth.  Cap- 
tain Sears  returned  in  company  with  the  other  gentlemen, 
and  proposes  to  spend  the  winter  here,  unless  publick  busi- 
ness should  require  bis  presence  in  Nctv-York.  Scnbury, 
Undtrhill,  and  Fowler,  three  of  the  dastardly  ])rotesters 
against  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
wlio  it  is  believed  had  concerted  a  jdan  for  kidnap|)ing 
Captain  Sears,  and  conveying  him  on  board  of  the  Asia, 
man-of-war,  are  (with  the  types  and  arms)  safely  lodged  in 
this  Town,  where  it  is  expected  Lord  Vnderhill  will  have 
lei'-ure  to  form  the  scheme  of  a  lucrative  lottery,  the  tickets 
of  whicli  cannot  be  counterl'eited  ;  and  Paismi  Scabury 
sulhcic.'ut  time  and  opportunity  to  coaijiose  sermons  for  the 
next  Continental  Fast. 

RECANTATION    OI'  JOM.VTHAN    FOWLER   AND   NATHANIEL   I  N- 
DEItlULL. 

"Whereas  I,  Jonathan  Fowler,  Esq.,  one  of  His  iMajes- 
ty's  Judges  of  the  Inferior  Court,  lor  the  County  of  IJ'cst- 
chester,  in  the  Province  of  New-  York,  did  some  lime  ago 
sign  a  protest  against  the  honourable  Continental  Congress, 
which  inconsiderate  conduct  I  am  heartily  sorry  for,  and  do 
hereby  promise  for  the  future  not  to  transgress  in  the  view 
of  the  people  of  this  Continent,  nor  in  any  sense  to  op[iose 
the  measures  taken  by  the  Continental  Congress. 

I  do  also  certify,  that  some  time  past,  being  at  court  at 
the  White-Flains,  I  heard  a  person  say,  whom  several 
people  present  believed  to  he  a  Lieutenant  or  Midshipman 
oi  \.he  Asia,  man-of-war,  that  the  Captain  of  the  Asia  in- 
tended to  take  Captain  Sears  up,  and  that  there  would  soon 
be  delivered,  gratis,  from  on  board  the  man-of-war,  great 
(juantities  of  jjaper  money,  in  imitation  of  Continental  cur- 
rency, which  would  lie  |)rinted  \\\\\\  the  t\  pes  taken  from 
air.  Holt,  of  J'irginia. 

As  witness  my  hand:  Jonathan  Fowler. 


V\'Iiereas  I,  Nathaniel  Vnderhill,  of  Ji'tsichestcr,  in  ll.e 
Province  o^  Neic-York,  did  some  time  ago  sign  a  protest 
against  the  resolves  of  the  hoiioLirable  Continental  Con- 
grc-s,  which  inconsiderate  conduct  I  am  heailily  sorry  for, 
and  do  hereby  promise  for  the  future  not  to  transgress  in 
the  view  of  the  people  of  this  Continent,  nor  in  any  sense 
to  oppose  the  me;isures  taken  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. 

As  witnc:-=  my  hand,  in  Nctc- Haven,  November  30,  177.'3: 
N.  Underiiill, 
Mayor  of  the  Boro'.gh  .:;/'  Westchester. 


colonel  rouei;  encs  to  the  rrBLicK. 
1  eslccni  it  the  duly  of  c\ciy  man  not  only  to  merit  a 
good  name,  hut  to  ajipeai-  in  defence  of  it  when  unjustly 
attacked,  and,  if  possible,  lo  clear  it  from  groundless  asper- 
sions, (jrea.t  number:-,  lor  want  of  proper  inlbrmaiion,  or 
by  artful  misrepresentations,  imbibe  unreasonable  preju- 
dices against  lheir-(ellow  men,  and  form  conceptions  greaii)- 
to  their  disadN-aniage,  who,  on  a  full  and  impartial  know- 
ledge of  the  facts,  will  essentially  alter  their  oi)inions,  anil 
a[>plaud  th.iso  actions  which,  li'om  misrepresentation,  they 
were  inclined  to  censure  anil  condemn.  As  my  character, 
both  a;  an  officer  and  soldier,  liath  of  late  suffered  much  in 
the  view  of  many,  and  as  I  value  my  re|)utation  as  high  as 
my  life,  (indeed,  I  consider  it  as  the  greatest  curse  that  can 
befall  a  man  to  outlive  his  character,)  I  must  beg  leave, 
through  the  channel  of  the  press,  to  exhibit  to  the  world 
the  following  representation  of  my  case;  which  I  trust 
will  suflicienily  clear  up  my  character,  and  convince  the 
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impartial,  tliat  my  conduct,  instead  of  the  censure,  merits 
the  aj)|irohation  of  tlie  [iiibhck. 

At  a  Court  of  Intjuiry  held  at  Cambridge,  on  JVedncs- 
day,  the  29tli  day  of  iWovember,  1775,  by  order  of  his 
Excellency  the  Coinniander-in-Cliief  of  tlie  Forces  of  the 
United  Culonies,  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Enas,  (or  leaving  the  detachment  under  Colo- 
nel Arnold,  and  returning  home,  without  permission  from 
his  commanding  olFicer,  present : 

Majoi-General  Lee,  President;  Brig.  Geneial  Grtcnc, 
Brig.  t;cncral  Heath,  Colonel  J\ixon,  Colonel  Stark,  Major 
JJtirkee,  Major  Sherburne. 

The  Court  are  of  opinion,  after  receiving  all  ihe  informa- 
tion -ivithin  their  power,  that  Colonel  Enos's  misconduct 
(il  he  has  baen  guilty  of  misconduct)  is  not  of  so  very 
heinous  a  nature  as  was  lirst  supposed,  but  that  it  is  neces- 
sary, for  the  satisfaction  of  the  world,  and  (i)r  his  own 
lionoui,   that   a  Court-iMartial  should  be  innnediately  lield 

for  his  trial.    ^.  ^  nt   ■    f<  ?    ».      ■  , 

<_  HARLF.s  Lek,  JMaj.  General,  Presulcnt. 

A  true  copy,  from  the  ?,Iinutes  of  said  Court,  compared 

and  examined  by  w    ^  77         11 

•'  Vv .    1  uDijH,  Judge  Advocate. 

Proceedings  of  a  General  Cmirt-Mnrtial  of  the  Line, 
held  at^Ilewl-tlnarters,  at  {^mbridge,  bi/ order  of  his 
Excellency  GEoiniE  Washington,  Esq.,  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Forces  of  the  Unitkj)  Colonies,  De- 
cember I,  A.  D.  1775. 

Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  President;  Colonel  liridge, 
Colonel  Sergeant,  Colonel  Grealon,  Eieutenant-Colonel 
Cleveland,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Marsh.  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Reed.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Broivn,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
I'ose,  }.'ajor  Poor,  Major  Wood,  Major  Hoods,  Major 
J )!inson;  IV.  Tudor,  Judge  Advocate. 

Tiie  Court,  being  duly  sworn,  ])roceeded  to  the  trial  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Enos,  of  the  Twenty-Second  Regi- 
ment, luider  an  arrest  for  leaving  the  detachment  under 
Colonel  Arnold,  and  returning  home,  without  |)erniissiou 
from  his  conunanding  oftlcer. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Enos,  being  arraigned  on  the  above 
charge,  says,  that  true  it  is,  he  did  I'eturn  without  permis- 
sion from  Colonel  Arnold,  his  commanding  ofllcer;  but  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  were  such  as  obliged  iiim  so  to  do. 
Captain  WilUams.  At  the  Great  Carrying-Place,  1  heard 
that  tlie  men  ahead  were  in  want  of  provision.  About  two- 
tliirds  across  the  Gi'cat  Carrying-Place,  I  met  J]ajori?;^'-c- 
/o(f  coming  back  with  ninety-five  men,  who  said  they  wanted 
provision  ;  I  dealt  out  to  them  a  barrel  of  poik  and  one  of 
ilour;  I  delivered  Major  Bigelow  six  barrels  more  of  pro- 
vision. We  ]/rocecded  forward,  anil  met  several  parties  re- 
turning home,  and  we  had  orders  to  supply  them  with  pro- 
vision to  reach  the  English  settlements.  When  I  came 
up  with  Colonel  Enos,  1  was  informed  by  Mn'pv  Bigeloiv 
there  liad  been  a  Council  of  War,  and  that  il  was  settled 
that,  for  want  of  provisions,  the  whole  detachment  tuider 
Colonel  Enos  should  return.  Colonel  Enos  proposed  to  go 
forward,  and  let  his  division  retuin;  but  as  there  was  a 
large  number,  besides  those  which  belonged  properly  to 
our  division,  and  as  we  had  several  invalids  to  bring  back, 
and  were  very  short  of  provision,  (for  we  had  but  three 
days'  provision,  and  were  above  one  hundred  miles  horn 
ihe  English  settlements)  1  thought  il  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  Colonel  Enos  to  take  the  command  of  the  party 
l)ack,  and  protested  against  his  going  on  to  join  Colonel 
^irnnlJ ;  at  the  same  time,  not  knowing  that  Colonel  Enos 
had  any  orders  from  Colonel  Arnold  to  join  him.  That 
division  which  went  on  to  join  Colonel  Arnold  had  not  more 
than  five  days'  provision.  We  supplied  Colonel  Greene's 
division  with  most  of  their  provision,  and  left  ourselves 
but  three  days'  provision. 

Captain  McCobb.  About  fifty  miles  up  the  Dead  River 
we  held  a  Council  of  ^Var,  at  whicli  I  assisted  as  a  meni- 
bor;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  whole  division  tmder  Col. 
Enos  should  return,  there  not  being  sufficient  provision  to 
carry  both  divisions  through.  Colonel  Greene's  division 
being  some  way  ahead,  it  was  found  that  we  should  save 
two  days'  time  by  letting  that  division  go  forward,  and  time 
was  too  precious  and  provision  too  scarce  to  enter  into 
disputes.    Il  was  thought  best  for  the  service,  that  Colonel 


Greene's  division  should  proceed,  and  we  left  ihem  with 
about  five  days'  provision,  and  returned  with  three  ourselves. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Enos  was  for  going  forward  without  his 
division  ;  but,  for  the  same  reasons  which  have  been  men- 
tioned by  Captain /r////(;«(4',  1  protested  against  his  going  on. 

Captain  ^'to?;  confirms  all  that  Captain  M-Coi6  deposes, 
and  adds,  that  he  himself  protested  against  Colonel  Enos's 
going  forward  ;  that  he  thought,  and  is  now  confirmed  in 
the  opinion,  that  the  presence  of  Colonel  Enos  was  very 
necessary  to  preserve  the  harmony  and  order  necessary  to  se- 
cure the  safe  retreat  of  the  men  who  were  ordered  to  return. 

Lieutenant  iJ/f/e.  ]  assisted  at  the  Council  of  War  up 
the  Dead  River.  We  found,  by  the  best  computation,  that 
It  would  take  i'li'ieen  days  to  reach  any  French  inhabitants, 
and  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  both  divisions  of  Greene'l 
and  Enos's  to  go  through,  the  provision  being  so  short.  It 
was  adjudged  that  there  was  about  four  days'  provision  for 
those  wdio  went  forward,  and  we  returned  with  three.  F 
protested  against  Colonel  Enos's  going  on  to  join  Colonel 
Arnold,  his  presence  being  necessary  for  our  safe  retreat, 
as  we  had  a  number  of  invalids,  and  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  men  who  did  not  belong  to  either  of  the  Companies 
in  our  division. 

Lieutenant  Buckmaster  confirms  what  Lieutenant  Hide 
deposes;  and  adds,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  all  the  ofir- 
cers  of  Colonel  Enos's  division,  that  he  should  return  with 
his  division,  as  we  had  one  hundred  and  fifiy  men  who  did 
not  belong  to  our  division,  who  had  only  a  subaltern  to 
command  them,  and  whom  it  would  have  been  impossible 
to  manage  without  Colonel  Enris's  piesence. 

The  Court  being  cleared,  after  mature  consideration,  are 
unanimously  of  opinion,  that  Colonel  Enos  was  under  a 
necessity  of  rclmning  with  the  division  under  his  command, 
and  therefore  acquit  him  with  honour. 

John  Si-M.iVAN,  Presiduit. 

A  true  copy  of  the  proceedings. 

Attest  :  W.  Tuoor,  Judirc  Advocate. 


Nou-York,  Aj.riliiS,  ITTfJ. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  was  President  of  a  Conrt-Martial, 
in  Cambridge,  when  (,'olonel  Enos  was  tried  for  Icavini^ 
Colonel  Arnold,  with  the  rear  division  of  the  detachment 
under  his  command,  bound  for  Qtiebeck ;  and,  upon  the 
trial,  it  clearly  appeared  to  me,  as  well  as  to  all  the  other 
members  of  the  Court,  that  Colonel  Enos  was  perfectly  jus- 
tifiable in  returning  with  the  division,  being  clearly  proved, 
by  the  testimony  of  witnesses  of  undoubted  veracity,  (some 
of  whom  I  have  been  personally  acquainted  with  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  know  them  to  be  persons  of  truth,)  that 
so  much  provision  had  been  sent  forward,  to  support  the 
other  divisions,  as  left  them  so  small  a  quantity  that  their 
men  were  almost  famished  with  hunger  on  their  return  ; 
and  some  woidd  undoubtedly  have  starved,  had  they  not, 
by  accident,  come  across  and  killed  a  large  moose.  LTpon 
their  evidence,  there  remained  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  my- 
self, or  any  of  the  members,  that  the  retui-n  of  the  division 
was  prudent  and  reasonable;  being  well  convinced  that 
they  had  not  piovision  sufficient  to  carry  them  halfway  to 
Oiiebeck,  and  that  their  going  forward  would  only  have  de- 
])rived  the  other  division  of  a  part  of  theirs,  which,  as  the 
event  has  since  shown,  was  not  enough  to  kei'p  tliem  all 
from  perishing ;  we  therefore  unanimously  acquitted  Colo- 
nel Enos  with  honour. 

I  fiulher  certify,  that  by  a  strict  inquiry  into  the  matter 
since,  from  persons  who  weie  in  the  divisions  that  went  for- 
ward, I  am  convinced  that  had  Colonel  Enos,  with  his  di- 
vision, proceeded,  it  would  have  been  a  means  of  causing 
the  whole  detachment  to  have  perished  in  the  woods,  for 
want  of  sustenance. 

I  fiu'ther  add,  that  I  have  been  well  infomied,  by  per- 
sons acquainted  with  ('olonel  Enos,  that  he  has  over  con- 
ducted as  a  good  and  faithfid  ofiicer. 

John  Sullivan. 

to  the  impartial  itblick. 

The  case  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Enos  having  engaged 
the  attention  of  many  officers  of  the  Army,  as  well  as 
others,  and  as  we  are  informed  ho  is  much  censured  by 
many  persons,  for  returning  back  from  the  expedition  to 
Canada,  under  the  conunand  of  Colonel  Arnold,  liy  w  hich 
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Colonel  Enos's  character  greatly  suffers,  we  thuik  it  our 
duty  to  certily,  that  some  of  us,  from  our  own  personal 
knowledge  of  the  military  abilities  of  Colonel  Enos,  and 
others  of"us  from  information,  are  fully  convinced  that  lie 
is  a  gentleman  fully  acquainted  with  his  duly  as  an  officer, 
a  ma°n  of  fortitude  and  prudence,  and,  in  our  opinion,  well 
calculated  to  sustain,  uiili  honour,  any  military  character; 
and,  from  the  fullest  inquiry,  we  are  satisfied  that  (whatso- 
ever different  representations  may  be  made)  in  returning  to 
camp,  with  the  division  under  his  command,  he  is  justifiable, 
and  conducted  as  an  understanding,  prudent,  faithful  officer, 
and  deserves  applause  rather  than  censure  ;  and  we  can 
safely  recommend  him  as  a  person  worthy  to  be  employed 
in  any  military  department. 

William  Heath,  Brigadkr-Gmcral. 

James  Reed,  Colonel. 

J.  Brewer,  Colonel. 

Samuel  H.  Parsons,  Colonel. 

Joseph  Reed,  Colonel. 

Jonathan  Nixon,  Colonel. 

Charles  Webb,  Colonel. 

Daniel  Hitchcock,  Colonel. 

John  Stark,  Colonel. 

Levi  Wells,  Major. 

Samuel  Wyllys,  Colonel. 

William  Shepard,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Andrew  Colbukn,  Major. 

Joel  Clark,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Ebenezer  Sprout,  Major. 

Ebenezeb  Clap,  Lieutenant- Colonel. 

Samuel  Prentice,  Major. 

Calvin  Smith,  Major. 

JosiAH  Hay  DEN,  Major. 

John  Baily,  Colonel. 

John  Tyler,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Thomas  Nixon,  Lieutenant- Colonel. 

Loammi  Baldwin,  Colonel. 

James  Wesson,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Isaac  Sherman,  Major. 

Now,  let  \Jt.  Smith,  q[  Fliiladeljihia,  display  the  ma- 
lignity of  his  heart  in  another  funeral  oration,  in  attempt- 
ing to  stab  my  reputation,  and  render  me  infamous  in  the 
view  of  the  world.  However,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that 
if  ill-nature,  and  a  fondness  to  raise  his  reputation  on  the 
ruin  of  his  fellow-men,  are  as  discernible  in  his  other  po- 
litical writings  as  in  this  oration,  so  far  as  it  respects  my 
character,  he  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  writers,  and, 
perhaps,  the  most  consummate  villain,  that  walks  on  the 
face  of  GocFs  earth.  Ignorance  of  my  real  character,  and 
of  the  grounds  and  reasons  of  my  conduct  in  returning  from 
tlie  expedition  to  Canada,  was  no  warrant  for  such  indecent 
ireedoin  as  he  has  used  in  his  malicious,  though  feeble  at- 
tempt to  ruin  my  reputation.  He  ought  to  have  waited 
till  a  true  and  impartial  history  of  the  liicts  had  enabled 
him  to  talk  on  the  subject  with  propriety,  and  not  have 
uttered  things  at  random  ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  furnishing 
matter  for  declamation,  have  undertook,  with  such  violence, 
to  blacken  the  character  of  an  innocent  man. 

■vr    .._  r t^..     Tl  ...  11     ^--^•.  IfiUiiV.U    r.NOS. 


(.eneral  washinoton  to  the  ceneral  court  of  massa- 
t  husetts-bav. 

C;in.l.ri.lt'e,  Novc.kT  29,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  necessity  of  giving  furloughs  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  present,  who  enlist  into  the  new  Army,  (by 
way  of  encouragement,  and  to  afford  opjiortunity  of  pro- 
viding necessaries  for  themselves  and  families,)  was  so 
strongly  impressed  upon  me,  that  I  have  consented  to  fifty 
of  a  Regiment  being  absent  at  a  time.  This  will  be  a  re- 
duction of  at  least  fifteen  hundred  men  from  the  strength 
of  our  lines.  To  this  I  am  to  add  that,  contrary  to  my 
expectations  and  assurances  given,  I  now  find  tliat  the  Con- 
necticut Regiments  cannot  be  induced  to  stay  beyond  their 
limited  term.  Such  a  considerable  diminution  ol  our  foice, 
at  a  time  when  so  capital  a  change  is  taking  place,  in  the 
face  of  an  enemy  increasing  in  strength,  cannot  but  be  at- 
icnded  with  extreme  hazard,  if  some  expedient  is  not  fallen 
iipiiu  to  supply  the  ileliciency. 

I  iin\c  .-ummoiicd  tlie  General  Olliceis  to  meet  at  Ilead- 


Quarters,  at  eleven  o'clock,  to-morrow,  to  advise  what  is  to 
be  done  in  this  emergency;  and  should  be  glad  to  be  aided 
by  a  member  or  two  of  your  Court,  at  this  consultation,  as 
I  think  our  situation  critical,  and  delays  dangerous. 

In  perusing  a  resolve  of  your  honourable  body,  I  per- 
ceive it  to  be  determined  that  your  troops  are  to  be  paid 
by  the  lunar,  or  twenty-eight  days  to  the  month,  from  the 
time  of  their  enlisting  to  the  first  of  August ;  upon  which 
I  cannot  help  observing,  as  my  opinion,  that  it  will  throw 
the  rest  of  this  Army  into  disorder;  and  that  as  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  have,  in  explicit  terms,  resolved  that  it 
is  the  calendar  month  they  mean  to  ]iay  by,  that  the  dif- 
ference between  the  two  must  be  considered  as  a  Colonial, 
not  a  Continental  charge. 

I  am,  &ic.,  George  Washington. 

To  the  Hun.  J((wcs  Jf'arren,  Esq.,  Speaker,  kc. 

ROBERT     H.    HARRISON     TO    THE     COUNCIL     OF     MASSACHU- 
SETTS-BAY. 

CainbriiljtP,  Xovvmbor  29,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  am  to  inform  yon,  by  command  of  his  Excellency 
General  H'aaliington,  that  lie  this  day  wrote  and  sent  a  let- 
ter, by  Mr.  Adjutant  Cibhs,  to  JVatertoum,  for  you,  upon 
business  of  im|)oitance,  which  Mr.  Gibbs,  xhxough  mistake, 
gave  to  the  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  .Vssembly.  His 
Excellency  begs  the  favour  of  you  to  have  inquiry  made 
after  the  letter,  that  you  may  get  it  in  time  for  the  business 
to  which  it  relates.  I  have  the  liouour  to  be.  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

Robert  H.  \{.\v.nKo^,  Aid-de-Camp. 
The  Hon.  .^nwes  Otis,  Esq.,  President  of  the   honourable 

Council  of  the  Massackusctts-Day. 

P.  S.  It  was  delivered  to  tlic  Hon.  ff'illiam  Cooper,  Esq., 
Speaker  jno  tempore. 

The  Commitlec  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  take  into 
consiileration  his  Excellency  General  Washington  s  Letter, 
dated  November  29,  1775,  to  the  General  Court,  report,  as 
their  opinion,  that  a  Committee  be  immediately  appointed 
to  wait  on  him,  and,  with  the  General  Officers,  to  devise 
some  method  whereby  the  deficiency  in  the  Army,  which 
may  be  caused  by  the  Connecticut  forces  leaving  the  ser- 
vice, and  the  furloughs  granted  to  part  of  the  forces  en- 
listed for  the  next  year,  can  be  supplied,  and  make  report. 

And  whereas  his  Excellency,  in  the  last  paragraph  of 
the  same  letter,  mentions  that  he  cannot  help  observing,  as 
his  opinion,  that  our  paying  our  men  by  the  lunar,  and  not 
by  the  calendar  month,  will  throw  the  rest  of  the  Army 
into  disorder:  W^e  also  report,  that  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  draught  a  letter  to  his  Excellency,  in  answer  to 
the  said  paragraph  of  his  letter,  showing  the  reasons  of  our 
conduct  in  thus  paying  our  men — that  it  is  not  an  innova- 
tion ;  and  that  we  hear  it  wah  concern,  that  while  we  are 
doing  justice  to  our  men,  by  complying  with  our  contract 
with  them,  that  it  should  [noduce  disorder  in  the  Army — 
and  report.  B.  Lincoln,  per  order. 

In  Council,  Xnvemln  r  '.iO,  177.'3 :  Read  and  accepted: 
and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  Joscj>h  Palmer,  I'^q.,  with  such  as  the 
honourable  House  shall  join,  be  a  Cuiiimitlee  to  wait  upon 
his  Excellency  General  flas/iiugton,  and,  with  the  other 
General  Oliiccrs,  to  devise  some  method  whereby  the  de- 
ficiency in  t!ie  Army,  which  may  be  caused  by  the  Con- 
necticut Forces  leaving  the  service,  and  the  furloughs 
granted  to  part  of  the  forces  enlisted  for  the  next  year,  can 
be  supplied,  and  make  report.  And,  also,  that  Benjamin 
Lincoln,  Esq.,  with  such  as  the  honourable  House  shall 
join,  be  a  Committee  to  draught  a  Letter  to  his  Excellency 
General  H'ashington,  in  answer  to  the  last  paragraph  in  his 
said  Letter,  showing  the  reasons  of  this  Coloni/'s  pai/ing 
their  men  by  lunar  months;  [A]  that  it  is  not  an  innova- 
tion; and  that  it  is  matter  of  concern  to  this  Court,  that 
while  ICC  arc  doing  justice  to  our  men,  by  comjili/ing  tvith 
our  contract  with  them,  thai  it  should  produce  disorders 
in  the  Army.  [B] 

Sent  down  foi-  concurrence. 

Pi;iiEZ  Morton,  Deputy  Secretary. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  November  30,  1775: 
Read  and  concurred,  with  the  amendment,  viz:   dele  from 
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A  to  B ;  and  the  Speaker  and  Colonel  Bowers  are  joined 
in  the  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington, with  the  other  General  Officers  ;  and  Colonel  Orne 
and  Mr.  Gerry  are  joined  on  the  Committee  to  report  a 
Letter  to  his  Excellenc}'  the  General,  in  answer  to  the  last 
paragraph  in  his  Letter. 

Sent  lip:  J.  Warren,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  November  30,  1775:   Read  and  concurred, 
witli  the  amendment  proposed  b}-  the  honourable  House. 
Perez  Mortun,  Dij)Ultj  Secretanj. 

WILLIAM  WATSON'  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Plymouth,  November  29,  1775. 

Sir  :  This  per  Captain  IMartindale's  Lieutenant,  who 
conies  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  the  people  on 
board  the  Briganline  fl'ashington  are,  in  general,  discon- 
tented, and  have  agreed  to  do  no  duty  on  board  said  ves- 
sel ;  and  say  that  they  enlisted  to  serve  in  the  Army,  and 
not  as  marines. 

1  believe  Captain  Mariindale  has  done  all  in  his  power 
to  make  things  easy.  His  people  really  ajipear  to  me  to 
be  a  set  of  the  most  unprincipled,  abandoned  fellows  1  ever 
saw.  Your  Excellency  knows  in  what  manner  to  conduct 
in  this  matter.  I  am  very  apprehensive  that  little  is  to  be 
expected  from  fellows  drawn  promiscuously  from  the  Army 
for  this  business;  but  that  if  people  were  enlisted  for  the 
]iurpose  of  privateering,  much  might  be  expected  from 
them. 

1  have  just  heard  that  Captain  Coit  is  at  Barnstable, 
driven  in  there  by  two  men  of  war.  He  has  sent  an  ex- 
press to  your  Excellency,  but  1  had  not  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  him  when  he  passed  through  this  Town. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  much  obliged 

humble  servant,  itt  wr 

'  vV  iLLiAM  Watson. 

His  Excellency  General  IVashington. 

LORD  DUNMORE  TO  GENERAL  HOWE. 

On  board  the  Ship  William,  off  Norfolk,  in  Vir^rinia,  } 
November  30,  177j.       t, 

Dear  General:  The  report  here  is,  that  General  Gage 
IS  gone  home,  and  that  you  are  appointed  to  succeed  him  ; 
if  so,  from  my  heart  1  wish  you  joy,  and  am  well  per- 
suaded you  will  soon  evince  to  the  woild  that  you  are  well 
deserving  the  honour  conferred  on  you  by  your  Sovereign. 
1  must  inform  you  that,  with  our  little  corps,  I  think  we 
have  done  wonders.  We  have  taken  and  destroyed  above 
four  score  pieces  of  ordnance,  and,  by  landing  in  the  differ- 
eiu  parts  of  the  countiy,  we  keep  them  in  continual  hot 
water ;  but,  as  Captain  Leslie  tells  me  he  means  to  write 
you  on  this  subject,  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  give  you  par- 
ticulars enough,  so  shall  say  no  more  on  that  subject. 

Amongst  the  prisoners  we  have  taken  are  Oliver  Farter 
and  Simeo7i  Deanc,  two  natives  o^  Boston.  The  former  was 
taken,  as  you  see  by  his  own  deposition,  (No.  1,)  bringing 
in  gunpowder  to  ^'orth-Carolina ;  the  latter  was  sent  from 
Boston  to  influence  the  minds  of  the  people,  in  which  he 
has  been  but  too  successful.  He  was  taken  from  on  board 
a  schooner  going  from  this  place  to  the  ll'estern-Islands, 
to  bring  powder  to  this  Colony;  and  the  others  have  car- 
ried arms  against  His  Majesty  in  this  Province.  I  have 
sent  them  more  with  a  view  of  intimidating  others  than  to 
punish  them,  as  they  expect  here  that  so  sure  as  they  are 
sent  to  Boston  they  are  to  be  hanged.  Robinson  is  a 
Delegate  of  our  Convention,  as  you  see  by  his  deposition, 
(No.  2.)  Matthews  was  a  Captain  of  their  Minute-men. 
Perhaps  they  may  be  of  use  to  you  in  exchanging  them 
for  good  men.  There  is  a  vacancy  in  the  Fourteenth  Regi- 
ment, by  the  death  of  Captain  Blackett.  I  really  should 
not  do  them  justice,  if  I  did  not  recommend  it  to  you  to 
let  the  promotion  go  in  the  corps,  which  I  hope  you  will 
do. 

The  sloop  not  sailing  so  soon  as  I  expected,  I  have  to 
mform  you,  that  on  the  l-lth  instant  I  had  information  that 
a  party  of  about  a  hundred  of  the  North-Carolina  Rebels 
had  marched  to  the  assistance  of  those  in  this  Colony,  and 
\vere  posted  at  a  place  called  the  Great-Bridge,  a  very 
essential  pass  into  this  part  of  the  country.  I  accordingly 
embarked  our  litde  corps  of  the  Fourteenth  in  boats  in 
the  night,  with  between  twenty  and  thirty  volunteers  from 
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Norfolk.  We  landed  within  four  miles  of  the  bridge,  and 
arrived  there  a  little  after  daylight ;  but,  to  our  great  mor- 
tification, found  the  birds  had  flown  the  evening  before. 
But  hearing  that  a  body  of  between  two  and  three  hundred 
of  our  Rebels  were  within  about  ten  miles  of  us,  we  deter- 
mined to  beat  up  their  quarters,  and  accordingly  proceed- 
ed about  eight  miles,  when  they  fired  on  our  advanced 
guard  from  the  woods ;  on  which,  I  immediately  ordered 
our  peo])le  to  rush  in  upon  them,  and  at  the  same  time 
sent  a  part  of  the  regulars  with  the  volunteers  to  outflank 
them.  The  enemy  immediately  fled  on  all  quarters,  and 
our  people  pursued  them  for  a  mile  or  more,  killed  a  few, 
drove  others  into  a  creek,  where  they  were  drowned,  and 
took  nine  prisoners,  among  whom  is  one  of  their  Colonels. 
We  only  had  one  man  wounded,  who  is  recovering.  I 
cannot  conclude  without  again  informing  you  that  my 
friends  of  the  Fourteenth,  both  officers  and  soldiers,  have, 
in  this  late,  as  well  as  on  all  former  occasions,  behaved 
with  that  good  conduct  and  spirit  becoming  British  sol- 
diers. Immediately  on  this,  I  issued  the  enclosed  procla- 
mation ;*  which  has  had  a  wonderful  effect,  as  there  arc 
no  less  than  three  thousand  that  have  aheady  taken  and 
signed  the  enclosed  oatli.-j-  The  negroes  are  flocking  in, 
also,  from  all  quarters,  which,  1  hope,  will  oblige  the  Re- 
bels to  disperse,  to  take  care  of  their  families  and  property; 
and  had  I  but  a  few  more  men  here,  I  would  march  imme- 
diately to  Jl  illiumsburgh,  my  former  place  of  residence,  by 
which  I  should  soon  compel  the  whole  Colony  to  submit. 

We  are  in  great  want  of  small-arms,  and  if  two  or  three 
light  field-pieces  and  their  carriages  could  be  spared,  they 
would  be  of  great  service  to  us;  also  some  cartridge  paper, 
of  which  not  a  sheet  is  to  be  got  here,  and  all  our  cartridges 
are  expended. 

Since  the  ISth  of  May  last,  I  have  not  received  a  single 
line  from  any  one  in  Administration,  though  I  have  wrote 
volumes  to  them,  in  each  of  which  I  have  prayed  to  be  in- 
structed, but  to  no  purpose.  1  am  therefore  determined 
to  go  on  doing  the  best  of  my  power  for  His  IMajesty's 
service.  I  have  accordingly  ordered  a  Regiment,  called 
the  (Queen's  Own  Loyal  Virginia  Regiment,  of  five  hun- 
dred men,  to  be  raised  immediately,  consisting  of  a  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Commandant,  Major,  and  ten  Companies  ; 
each  of  which  is  to  consist  of  one  Captain,  two  Lieuten- 
ants, one  Ensign,  and  fifty  Privates,  with  non-commission- 
ed officers  in  proportion.  You  may  observe,  by  my  pro- 
clamation, that  I  oft(?r  freedom  to  the  slaves  of  all  Rebels 
that  join  me;  in  consequence  of  which,  there  are  between 
two  and  three  hundred  already  come  in,  and  those  I  form 
into  a  corps  as  fast  as  they  come  in,  giving  them  white 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  in  proportion  ;  and, 
from  these  two  plans,  I  make  no  doubt  of  getting  men 
enough  to  reduce  this  Colony  to  a  proper  sense  of  their 
duty.  But  my  next  distress  will  be  the  want  of  arms,  ac- 
coutrements, and  money;  all  of  which,  perhaps,  you  may 
be  able  to  relieve  me  from.  The  latter  I  am  sure  you 
can,  as  thei-e  are  many  merchants  here  who  are  ready  to 
supply  me,  on  my  giving  them  bills  on  you  ;  wliich  you 
will  have  to  withdraw,  and  give  your  own  in  their  place. 
I  hope  this  mode  will  be  agreeable  to  you  ;  it  is  the  same 
that  General  Gage  proposed.  I  have  now,  in  order  to 
carry  on  the  recruiting  business,  victualling,  clothing,  fiic, 
drawn  on  you  for  five  thousand  Pounds  sterling,  and  have 
appointed  a  Paymaster,  who  will  keep  exact  accounts.  1 
wish  you  would,  by  the  return  of  the  sloop,  inform  me 
what  bounty  money  may  be  given  to  those  who  enlist. 

Having  heard  that  a  thousand  chosen  men  belonging  to 
the  Rebels,  great  part  of  whom  were  riflemen,  were  on 
their  march  to  attack  us  here,  or  to  cut  off  our  provisions, 
I  determined  to  take  possession  of  the  pass  at  the  Great- 
Bridge,  which  secures  us  the  greatest  part  of  two  Coun- 
ties to  supply  us  with  provisions.  I  accordingly  ordered 
a  stockade  fort  to  be  erected  there,  which  was  done  in  a 
few  days ;  and  I  put  an  officer  and  twenty-five  men  to 
garrison  it,  with  some  volunteers  and  negroes,  who  have 
defended  it  aaainst  all  the  efforts  of  the  Rebels  for  these 
eight  days  past.  We  have  killed  several  of  their  men, 
and  I  make  no  doubt  we  shall  now  be  able  to  maintain  our 
ground  there;  but  should  we  be  obliged  to  abandon  it,  we 
have  thrown  up  an  intrenchment  on  the  land  side  of  Nor- 
folk,which  I  hope  they  never  will  be  able  to  force.     Heie 
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we  are,  with  only  a  very  small  part  of  a  Regiment,  con- 
tending against  the  extensive  Colony  of  Virginia,  ll  you 
\vould°l)irt  spare  me,  for  a  kw  montlis,  the  Sixty-Fourth 
Regiment,  now  in  the  castle,  and  the  remaining  part  of 
the°Fourteenth,  I  really  believe  we  should  reduce  this  Co- 
lony to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty. 

1  am,  dear  General,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

„.     _         ,,  ^  ,    „  DUNMORE. 

His  Excellency  General  Howe. 


[No.  I.] 

DEPOSITION  OF  OLIVER  PORTER. 

Oliver  Porter  being  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists, 
before  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Dimmorc,  Governour  of 
the  Colony  of  Virgi)un,  &c.,  this  9tli  day  of  November, 
1775,  and  in  tlie  sixteenth  year  of  His  [Majesty's  reign. 

Tliis  deponent  saiih:  That  he  sailed  in  the  Sloop  Tem- 
perance, as  master,  from  Bath,  in  North-Carolina,  on  the 
29th  of  July  last,  Mr.  Obadiah  H'itheral,  merchant,  on 
board,  for  Martinico.  On  his  arrival  there,  on  or  about 
the  :2clth  of  August  following,  after  his  waiting  there  some 
time  and  delivering  his  cargo  of  lumber,  he  received  on 
board,  by  order  of  xMr.  JVitheral,  two  hogsheads,  in  which 
were  contained  powder,  in  ten  pound  kegs,  he  supposes  to 
the  amount  of  seven  hundred  weight.  At  the  same  time 
he  received  eight  kegs  of  musket  balls,  containing  about 
fifteen  hundred  weight,  which  he  believes  to  have  been 
purchased  of  Peter  Biguras,  merchant.  This  de]ionent 
further  saith,  that  he  received,  as  his  private  venture,  four 
casks,  containing  about  two  hundred  gallons  of  rum  ;  also, 
about  one  hundred  weight  of  coffee  :  and  that  he  sailed 
from  Martinico  the  Gth  of  October,  with  orders  from  the 
aforesaid  merchant  to  proceed  to  Ocracolce,  in  North-Caro- 
lina, and  there  deliver  the  aforesaid  gunpowder  and  shot 
to  his  ownei-s,  Paul  fVhite  and  Edward  Saltar,  at  the  Town 
of  Bath,  in  North-Carolina.  In  the  course  of  his  passage, 
a  pilot-boat  boarded  him,  and  informed  him  he  supposed 
the  vessel  in  sight  was  a  man-of-war's  tender;  on  which, 
this  deponent  ordered  the  gunpowder  and  shot  aforesaid 
to  be  thrown  overboard  into  the  sea.  At  the  same  time, 
he  caused  his  own  venture  of  rum  to  be  started  into  the 
hold,  and  pumped  overboard.  In  about  two  hours  after 
he  was  boarded  and  taken  by  the  Kingfisher's  tender. 
Further  this  deponent  saith  not.  Oliver  Porter. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  the  9th  day  of  November,  1775: 

DUN.MORE. 


[No.  2.] 
ES.\MINATI0N  OF   WILLIAM   ROBINSON. 

Virginia,  set. 

William  Robinson ,  a  Delegate  for  Princess  Anne  Coun- 
ty in  the  Convention  of  this  Colony,  held  at  the  Town  of 
Richmond,  on  the  KJth  day  of  July,  1775,  being  sworn 
hcfore  tlie  Earl  of  Uunmore,  saith  that  he  was  in  the 
Convention  from  the  second  day  of  their  meeting  until 
they  broke  up,  which  was  on  the  !-26lh  of  August. 

His  Lordship  informed  the  said  Robinson  that  he  had  a 
paper  in  his  hand  which  contained  several  articles  and 
resolves,  called  the  Confederacy  of  the  United  Colonies, 
which  his  Lordship  read  to  him,  and  desired  to  know  if 
such  was  laid  before  the  Convention. 

Answer.  I  did  hear,  out  of  doors,  that  there  were  such 
articles  intended  to  he  projiosed,  hut  the  knowing  ones  in 
Convention  seemed  desirous  to  keep  it  secret ;  that  Rich- 
ard Henry  Lee,  a  member  of  the  Convention,  and  one  of 
the  Delegates  fi'om  this  Colony  to  the  General  Congress, 
did  inform  the  Convention,  that  if  the  petition  to  His  Ma- 
jesty, from  the  Congress,  which  was  in  as  humiliating  terms 
as  could  come  from  freemen,  had  not  its  desired  end,  that 
by  the  middle  of  January  next  the  Congress  had  resolved  to 
open  the  ports  of  the  whole  Continent  to  all  foreign  nations. 

(Question.  Did  the  Convention  come  to  any  resolution 
on  this  matter,  or  what  seemed  to  be  the  sense  of  the 
members  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not  come  to  any  resolution  on  this 
matter,  but  it  was  the  general  sense  of  the  members  to 


airree  with  the  Congress. 


WiLLiAJi  Robinson. 


Sworn  to  before  me,  the  22d  day  of  October,  1775: 
Dl'nmore. 


CAPTAIN   SAMUEL  LESLIE  TO  GENERAL   HOWE. 

Gosport,  Virginia,  November  1,  ITTo. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  landed, 
the  l-2lh  of  last  month,  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  about 
three  miles  from  hence,  with  Lieutenant  Lawrie,  two  Ser- 
geants, and  forty  rank  and  file,  of  the  Fourteenth  Regi- 
ment, and  after  marching  three  miles  into  the  country,  in 
search  of  artillery,  we  found,  in  a  wood,  nineteen  pieces  of 
cannon,  some  of  them  twelve,  others  nine,  six,  and  three- 
pounders;  seventeen  of  which  we  destroyed,  and  brought 
off  two;  and  then,  returning  to  our  boats,  we  re-embarked 
without  the  least  opposition.  Lord  Dunmorc  accompanied 
us  upon  this  expedition. 

On  the  17th  of  October  hh  Lordship  was  informed  that 
there  was  a  great  quantity  of  artillery,  small-arms,  and  all 
sorts  of  ammunition,  concealed  in  different  stores,  at  a 
place  called  Kemp's  Landing.  In  consequence  of  which, 
I,  with  Captain  Cooper,  Lieutenants  Batvt,  Lawrie,  and 
Leslie,  Ensigns  Wools,  Boys,  Ogle,  and  Lindsay,  three 
Sergeants,  and  seventy  rank  and  file,  of  the  Fourteenth 
Regiment,  Lieutenant  Allen,  one  Sergeant,  and  twenty 
marines,  some  young  gentlemen  of  the  Navy,  and  ten  or 
twelve  seamen,  embarked,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
in  boats  and  a  schooner,  in  which  some  guns  were  mounted 
to  cover  our  landing,  and  proceeded  seven  or  eight  miles 
up  the  eastern  branch  of  Elizabeth  River,  to  Newtown, 
where  we  landed  without  opposition.  Notwithstanding 
above  two  hundred  of  the  Rebels  were  at  exercise  near 
that  place  the  same  evening,  and  marching  three  or  four 
miles  through  the  country,  we  arrived  at  Kemp's  Landing 
a  little  after  it  was  dark,  where  we  searched  several  stores, 
and  could  discover  nothing  but  a  good  many  small-arms, 
musket  locks,  a  little  powder  and  ball,  two  drums,  and  a 
quantity  of  buck-shot,  all  which  we  either  brought  off  or 
destroyed;  and  returning  pretty  near  the  same  road  we 
went,  we  re-embarked,  about  two  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, without  interruption.  We  likewise  took  several  prison- 
ers ;  one  of  whom  was  a  Captain  of  Minute-men,  and 
another  a  Delegate  of  the  Convention  at  Richmond. 

I  have  also  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  your  Excellency 
that  Lieutenant  Batut,  with  two  Sergeants  and  thirty-six 
rank  and  file,  Uiiided  at  Norfolk,  the  19tli  of  October,  at 
twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  and  marching  into  the  country  two 
miles  from  thence,  took  twenty  pieces  of  cannon  (from  six 
to  three-pounders)  concealed  in  a  wood  ;  thirteen  of  which 
he  destroyed  and  brought  away  seven,  and  returned,  about 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  unmolested.  Many  great 
guns,  siTiall-arms,  and  other  implements  of  war,  have  been 
taken  since  by  small  parties ;  so  that  there  has  been,  in 
all,  at  least  seventy-seven  pieces  of  ordnance  taken  and 
destroyed  since  my  detachment  arrived  here,  without  the 
smallest  opposition,  wdiich  is  a  proof  that  it  would  not  re- 
quire a  very  large  force  to  subline  this  Colony.  There 
are  about  eight  hundred  of  the  Rebels  now  at  IVilliams- 
hurgh,  and  four  hundred  at  Hampton,  'We  are  in  posses- 
sion of  a  large  store  on  the  banks  of  the  southern  branch 
of  Elizabeth  River,  under  cover  of  the  Otter,  sloop-of- 
W'ar ;  so  that  we  are  not  very  apprehensi\e  of  an  attack, 
though  the  Rebels  often  threaten  to  pay  us  a  visit.  As 
our  situation  is  so  extremely  critical,  1  (latter  myself  that 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  send  us  a  re-enforcement  as  soon 
as  possible,  particularly  the  two  Companies  of  our  Regi- 
ment m  Boston  or  Castle  William.  The  rest  of  the  Regi- 
ment we  expect  from  St.  Augustine  as  soon  as  it  is  relieved 
by  three  Companies  of  the  Sixteenth  from  Pensacola. 
There  are  thirty  men  of  my  detachment  on  board  Lord 
Dunmorc's  shi|),  and  another  one  that  his  Lordship  has 
taken  up  for  a  transport. 

I  have  been  favoured  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
the  \-2\.\\  of  Seiitember,  wherein  you  inform  me  that  my 
detachment  must  be  supplied  with  provisions  by  the  con- 
tractors of  .S'^  Augustine,  and  that  the  King  must  pay  the 
transportation  of  them  from  thence;  which  mode  of  sup- 
ply, I  am  well  assured,  will  be  impracticable  at  this  time, 
for  we  never  could  be  sure  of  being  furnished  with  them 
regularly,  as  vessels  cannot  be  procured  for  that  purpose, 
and  even  if  they  could,  they  would  be  in  constant  danger 
of  being  taken  by  the  Rebels;  and,  besides,  fresh  provisions 
is  much  cheaper  and  better  for  the  men  than  salt,  and  the 
expense  of  the  transportation  of  the  latter  from  .^>V.  Au- 
gustine would  be,  by  all  accounts,  almost  as  much  as  the 
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former  will  cost  here.  However,  Lord  Dimmore  says  that 
he  will  take  upon  himself  to  have  whatever  troops  may 
arrive  here  properly  supplied  in  the  mean  time,  and  his 
Lordship  thinks  that  there  ought  to  be  a  particular  con- 
tractor appointed  for  this  Colony,  exclusive  of  any  other. 

Captain  Fordycc,  with  Lieutenants  Napier  and  IVal- 
hice,  three  Sergeants,  three  Corporals,  two  Drummers,  and 
fifty-five  private  men,  arrived  here  kom  St.  Aiigmtinc  the 
20th  of  last  month,  from  whence  he  brought  some  ammu- 
nition, bedding,  and  provisions,  and  was  prevented  from 
hiinging  a  greater  quantity  of'the  two  last  articles  by  Go- 
vernour  Tonyii's  giving  positive  orders  to  the  agent  of  the 
contractors  and  the  Barrackmaster  not  to  issue  more  on 
their  peril. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  your  Excellency  two 
monthly  returns,  by  one  of  which  you  will  see  that  Cap- 
tain Blackctt  died  here  the  14th  of  last  month  ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  I  flatter  myself  that  Captain  James  Ur- 
fju/tart  will  succeed  to  the  Company,  Lieutenant  IVilUmn 
Brown  to  the  Captain-Lieutenancy,  and  Ensign  Thomas 
Apphford  Wools  to  the  Lieutenancy,  as  they  are  all  very 
worthy  men  and  good  officers. 

Norfolk,  November  20,  177.5. 
On  Tuesday,  the  Mlh  of  this  month.  Lord  Dunmore, 
with  the  detachment  of  the  P^ourteenth  Regiment  that  I 
have  the  honour  to  command,  and  some  volunteers,  em- 
barked in  boats,  and  after  going  up  the  southern  branch  of 
Elizabeth  River,  we  landed,  about  daylight,  four  or  five 
miles  below  the  Great-Bridge,  with  an  intention  to  dis- 
lodge a  number  of  men  in  arms  from  A"o/-//(-0//-o//h«,  who 
had  taken  possession  of  that  pass;  but  they  thought  proper 
to  retire  and  disperse  upon  our  approach.  After  direc- 
tions had  been  given  to  erect  a  kind  of  wooden  fort  to 
secure  the  pass,  we  jjroceeded  nine  or  ten  miles  farther,  to 
Kemp's  Landing,  where  we  were  informed  there  weie 
three  or  four  hundred  of  the  Rebels  ready  to  receive  us, 
under  the  command  of  a  Colonel  Latrson.  When  we 
arrived  within  sight  of  Kemp's  Landing,  our  advanced 
guard  was  twice  fired  upon  by  the  Rebels,  wlio  had  con- 
cealed themselves  in  very  thick  woods  on  the  left  of  the 
road  ;  but  upon  our  rushing  in  among  them,  they  were  very 
soon  totally  routed.  Their  very  precipitate  flight,  and  the 
closeness  of  the  woods,  prevented  our  giving  a  much  bet- 
ter account  of  them.  It  is  said  that  some  of  them  ran 
away  even  before  the  fiiing  began.  However,  five  of  the 
Rebels,  that  we  know  of,  were  killed,  two  drowned  in  en- 
deavouring to  escape  across  a  creek,  and,  by  all  accounts, 
a  great  many  of  them  were  wounded.  We  had  only  one 
Grenadier  wounded  in  the  knee.  Colonel  Hatchings  and 
seven  of  the  Rebels  were  taken  in  the  field,  and  Colonel 
Laivson  and  eight  others  were  taken  a  day  or  two  after. 
For  further  particulars,  in  regard  to  the  abovementioned 
affair,  and  the  consequences  of  it,  I  refer  your  Excellency 
to  the  enclosed  newspaper. 

^\e  took  possession  of  this  Town  the  23d  instant,  and 
are  now  busy  intrenching  ourselves  in  the  best  manner  we 
can.  as  a  large  body  of  the  Rebels,  consisting  of  eight  or 
nine  hundred  men,  are  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  us. 
They  marched  from  WiUiamsburgh,  about  a  fortnight  ago, 
with  an  intention  to  pillage  and  burn  this  Town  ;  which, 
however,  we  shall  do  every  thing  that  is  possible  to  prevent, 
and  I  flatter  myself  that  our  endeavours  will  be  attended 
with  success. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  \om  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  Samuel  Lr.si.ic, 

Captain  ]Ath  lieg't  of  Infantry. 
To  his  Excellency  General  Hoicc. 


CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS  TO  GENER.\L  SCHUYLER. 

Pliilidc-lphia,  Novcra'.er  3il.  177.5. 

Sir:  It  is  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  that  the  Congress 
received  your  information  of  the  surrender  of  Montreal, 
and  the  general  success  which  has  attended  the  American 
arms  in  the  Pro\  ince  of  Canada.  They  are  sensible  of 
the  various  obstacles  you  had  to  encounter,  and  have  una- 
nimously resolved  that  your  conduct,  attention,  and  perse- 
verance, merit  the  thanks  of  the  United  Colonics,  which 
I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you. 

The  Congress  liear  with  concern  your  request  of  leave 
to  retire.     They  regret  the  injuries  your  health  has  sus- 


tained in  the  service,  and  beg  you  will  not  insist  on  a  mea- 
sure which  would  at  once  deprive  America  of  the  future 
benefits  she  expects  from  your  zeal  and  abilities,  and  rob 
you  of  the  honour  of  completing  the  glorious  work  you 
have  so  happily  and  successfully  begun.  You  have  hither- 
to risen  superior  to  a  thousand  difficulties,  in  giving  free- 
dom to  a  great  and  an  oppressed  people.  You  have 
already  reaped  many  laurels,  but  a  plentiful  harvest  still 
invites  you.  Proceed,  therefore,  and  let  the  footsteps  of 
victory  open  a  way  for  blessings  of  liberty  and  the  happi- 
ness of  well-ordered  Government  to  visit  that  extensive 
dominion.  Consider  that  the  road  to  glory  is  seldom 
strewed  with  flowers,  and  that  when  the  black  and  bloody 
standard  of  tyranny  is  erected  in  a  land  possessed  by 
freemen,  patriots  cease  to  remain  inactive  spectators  of 
their  Country's  fall.  Reflect,  Sir,  that  the  happiness  or 
misery  of  millions  yet  uidjorn  is  now  to  be  determined, 
and  remember  that  you  will  receive  an  honourable  com- 
pensation for  all  your  fatigues,  in  being  able  to  leave  the 
memory  of  illustrious  actions,  attended  by  the  gratitude  of 
a  great  and  free  people,  as  a  fair,  a  splendid,  and  a  valu- 
able inheritance,  to  your  posterity. 

I  am,  &c.,  John  Hancock,  Prcsidinr. 

To  General  Philip  Schuyler. 

CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  MONTGOMERY, 
riiiladclpliia,  November  30,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Congress  to  transmit  you 
their  thanks  for  your  great  and  signal  services  in  the  expe- 
dition committed  to  your  conmiand,  against  the  British 
troops  in  the  Province  of  Canada.  The  reduction  of  St. 
Johns  and  Montreal  they  esteem  of  inexpressible  advan- 
tage to  the  United  Colonies,  and  the  most  mortifying  con- 
travention to  the  IMinisterial  system  of  enslaving  the  ex- 
tensive territory  of  Canada.  It  cannot,  therefore,  fail  of 
reflecting  singular  lustre  on  the  character  of  a  General  so 
essentially  instrumental  in  preserving  that  liberty  by  the 
abolition  of  which  a  corrupt  Parliament  intended  to  anni- 
hilate every  appearance  of  freedom  in  America.  Nor  are 
the  humanity  and  politeness  with  which  you  have  treated 
those  in  your  power  less  illustrious  instances  of  magnanim- 
ity than  the  valour  by  which  you  reduced  them  to  it.  The 
Congress,  utterly  abhorrent  from  every  species  of  cruelty 
to  prisoners,  and  determined  to  adhere  to  this  benevolent 
maxim  till  tlie  conduct  of  their  enemies  renders  a  deviation 
from  it  indispensably  necessary,  will  ever  applaud  their 
officers  for  beautifully  blending  the  Christian  with  the  con- 
queror, and  never,  in  endeavouring  to  acquire  the  charac- 
ter of  the  hero,  to  lose  that  of  the  man. 

The  victories  already  gained  in  Canada  afford  us  a 
happy  presage  of  the  smiles  of  Providence  on  the  further 
designation  of  the  Continental  arms  in  the  North,  and  will, 
in  all  probability,  greatly  facilitate  the  entire  reduction  of 
the  deluded  malignants  in  that  Province  to  liberty.  These, 
Sir,  are  exploits  so  glorious  in  their  execution,  and  so  ex- 
tensive in  their  consequences,  that  the  memory  of  Geneial 
Montgomery  w'ill  doubtless  be  of  equal  duration  with  the 
remembrance  of  the  benefits  derived  from  his  command. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Congress  rejoice  with  you  \a 
the  success  of  their  arms  under  }'our  more  immediate  di- 
rection, they  cannot  avoid  expressing  their  concern  at  the- 
intimation  you  give  of  your  intention  to  retire  from  the 
service.  They  are  sensible  that  the  loss  of  so  brave  and 
experienced  an  officer  w-ill  be  universally  regretted,  as  a 
misfortune  to  all  America.  But  they  still  hope  that,  upon 
reconsidering  the  matter,  the  same  generous  and  |)atriotick 
motives  which  first  induced  you  to  take  so  capital  a  pail 
in  opposing  the  unprovoked  hostilities  of  an  unnatural  ene- 
my, will  prom)n  you  to  persevere  in  the  cause,  and  to  con- 
tinue gathering  i'resh  laurels,  till  you  find  our  oppressors 
reduced  to  reason,  and  America  restored  to  her  constitu- 
tional liberties. 

I  am,  &c.,  John  Hancock,  President . 

To  General  Montgomery. 


continental  congress  to  general  wooster. 

Pliiladclp'.iia,  November  30,  1775, 

Sir:  Tliat  a  conscious  pleasure  arises  from  patriotism 
your  experience  must  have  already  evinced  to  you.    You; 
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brethren  in  America,  on  whose  behalf  that  patriotism  has 
been  exerted,  will  not  withhold  that  accession  of  pleasure 
which  you  ought  to  receive  from  their  just  and  grateful 
applauses.  I  am  directed  by  the  Congress  to  transmit  to 
you  the  thanks  of  the  United  Colonies  for  the  very  im- 
portant assistance  which  you  have  contributed  in  reducing 
.SV.  John's,  and  spreading  the  banners  of  freedom  over  the 
greatest  part  of  Canada. 

I  am,  &:c.,  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Brigadier-General  David  JVoosttr. 


JOHN  MCKESSON  TO  LORD   STIRLlNfJ. 

New-York,  November  30,   1775. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  am  honoured  with  yours  of  this  day.  The 
Provincial  Congress  was  to  have  met  some  days  ago.  The 
members  from  several  Counties  are  here  attending,  and  it 
is  expected  they  will  be  sufficiently  numerous  to-morrow, 
or  on  Monday,  at  farthest,  to  proceed  to  business.  Who 
\\ill  be  elected  to  preside  is  uncertain;  \Mmi  Nathaniel 
fVoodhull,  Esq.,  was  the  last  who  presided,  in  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  correspondence  you  mention  will 
most  properly  be  directed  to  him  for  the  present.  Colo- 
nel Jt'oodhull  lodges  so  near  to  me,  that  if  your  letters  are 
sent  to  me,  1  will  see  that  they  are  delivered  immediately. 
There  is  not  any  Committee  of  Safety  here  at  present. 
Tlie  members  elected  for  a  Provincial  Congress,  and  my- 
self, receive  and  open  all  correspondence  on  publick  af- 
fairs, or  from  the  Continental  Congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant,  ^ 

John  McKesson. 
To  the  Right  Honourable  JVilliam,  Earl  of  Stirling,  Eliza- 
bet  htoicn. 

DUTCHESS  COUNTV  (nEW-YORk)  COMMITTEE. 

Ill  Committee,  November  "^7,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Schcnck  take  in  custody, 
and  confine  in  jail.  Jacobus  Ostrum,  Johannes  Medlar,  and 
Barcnt  Lewis,  and  keep  them  in  safe  custody  until  the 
further  order  of  this  Committee  or  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress. 

And  further  Ordered,  Tliat  John  Child,  Esq.,  Zcpha- 
iiiah  Piatt,  Dr.  Peter  Tappen,  and  Colonel  John  Freer, 
be  a  Committee  to  examine  the  aforesaid  jiersons,  and  such 
oiher  persons  as  they  may  think  proper  to  call  upon,  and 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  said  examination  to  the  Provincial 
Congress  in  New-York,  and  return  a  cojiy  thereof  to  this 
Committee,  at  their  next  meeting. 

Melancton  Smith,  Secretary. 

Pouglikccpsie,  Novcmlier  30,  1775. 

Captain  Schenck,  in  obedience  to  the  above  order,  took 
the  persons  therein  nained  into  his  custody;  and  having 
summoned  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  in  the  above 
order  named,  there  appeared  Colonel  .John  Freer,  Peter 
Tappcn,  and  John  C'/u'Ws,  who  called  \o  Johannes  Medlar, 
and  read  the  underwritten  charge  to  him  : 

That  he  (the  said  Johatincs  31edlar)  knew  of  and  was 
consenting  to  his  son  John's  going  with  Peter  Harris ;  that 
he  made  interest  with  Peter  Harris  to  procure  a  commis- 
sion for  his  said  son,  and  he  (the  said  Johannes  Medlar) 
would  assist  in  procuring  men  to  fill  a  Company  for  them. 

Mr.  Medlar  answers,  that  ho  knew  nothing  of  the  mat- 
ters alleged  against  him,  and  was  innocent  of  the  charge, 
or  words  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Medlar  was  then  remanded,  and  Jacobus  Ostrum 
was  brought  in,  and  the  underwritten  charge  read  to  him: 

That  he,  (^Jacobus  Ostrum,)  together  with  Barcnt  Leiu- 
is,  engaged  with  Peter  Harris  to  enlist  men  for  said  Har- 
ris to  form  a  Company  in  the  King's  troops.  That  he,  with 
said  Barcnt  Lewis,  persuaded  Richard  Tandcrbergh  to 
join  the  service  and  go  with  said  Harris ;  said  Ostrum 
declaring  he  would  go  with  them  himself,  but  his  wife  and 
family  were  unwell ;  that  when  they  got  better,  he  would 
come  on  board  the  man-of-war  at  York,  and  join  them. 

i\lr.  Ostrum  answered  as  Mr.  Medlar  had  done,  wholly 
denying  the  charge. 

Mr.  Ostrum  was  then  remanded,  and  Barcnt  Lewis 
brought  in,  and  the  underwritten  charge  read  to  him  : 


That  he  (the  said  Barent  Lewis)  engaged  with  Peter 
Harris  to  assist  said  Harris  in  procuring  men  to  form  a 
Company  in  (he  King's  service,  under  the  command  of  said 
Harris.  That  he  (the  said  Barent  Lewis,)  together  with 
Jacobus  Ostrum,  persuaded  Richard  Vanderbergh  to  join 
the  service,  and  go  with  said  Harris. 

Mr.  Lewis  answered  as  Mr.  Medlar  had  done,  wholly 
denying  the  charge. 

Captain  Schenck  then,  in  further  obedience  to  the  fore- 
going order,  committed  the  prisoners  to  jail,  where  they  lie 
in  a  very  uncomfortable  cold  room,  waiting  the  order  which 
Congress  shall  take  respecting  them,  which  we  could  wish 
might  be  expeditious.  The  proceedings  of  the  General 
Committee  of  Dutchess  County  being  grounded  on  infor- 
mation from  the  Committee  o(  New-York,  we  beg  leave 
to  refer  the  Congress  to  them  for  further  information. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants, 
John  Freer, 
Peter  Tappen, 
John  Childs. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony  of 

New- York.  

COLONEL   ARNOLD  TO  GENERAL  MONTGOMERY. 

Point.aux-Trerables,  NovembeT  30,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  My  last  was  of  the  25th  instant,  advising 
you  of  the  Hunter,  sloop,  Captain  Napier,  in  the  snow,  and 
a  schooner's  going  up  to  Cajje  Sante.  They  have  been 
there  until  this  morning,  when  they  came  down,  and  are 
now  off  this  place,  under  full  sail  down.  It  will  be  impos- 
sible for  them  to  ascend  the  river  again  this  season  ;  so  that 
your  vessels,  if  you  think  proper  to  send  them  down,  will 
run  no  risk,  except  of  ice,  and  may  be  laid  up  in  safety  at 
Cape  Rouge. 

1  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  these 
ten  days  ;  am  very  anxious  for  your  safe  arrival.  The  am- 
munition you  ordered  us  has  been  strangely  delayed,  and  is 
not  yet  come  to  hand,  but  hourly  expected.  On  receipt 
of  it,  I  intend  returning  to  my  old  quarters,  near  (^ucbeck. 

Nothing  has  lately  occurred  worth  notice,  except  the 
burning  of  Major  Caldwell's  house — supposed  to  be  done 
by  order  of  Governour  Cnrlcton,  to  deprive  us  of  winter 
quarters.  The  inhabitants  oi^  Q^ucbeck  are  much  disunited, 
and  short  of  provisions.  We  have  many  friends  there  ;  and 
if  the  place  is  attacked  with  spirit,  I  believe  will  hold  out 
but  a  short  time. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient 

B.  Arnold. 


humble  servant 
Brigadier-General  Montgomery. 


GOVERNOUR  COOKE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  November  30,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  your  Excellency  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  James  Aborn.  who  wails  upon  you  with  this 
letter.  I  can  assLU'C  your  Excellency  that  he  is  a  worthy, 
honest  man,  and  hath,  upon  all  occasions,  approved  him- 
self a  sincere  friend  to  tlie  liberties  of  his  Country.  He 
sent  a  vessel,  last  spring,  to  the  eastward,  to  trade  and  fish  ; 
and,  to  cover  his  interest  fiom  the  enemy,  made  use  of  a 
friend  in  Nova-Scotia,  to  whom  he  made  a  bill  of  sale  of 
her,  although  the  properly  is  really  and  truly  vested  in  Mr. 
Aborn.  If  this  shall  ap|)ear  to  your  Excellency  to  be  a 
true  state  of  the  matter,  [  have  no  doubt  of  your  giving 
him  every  assistance  in  recovering  his  interest. 

I  am,  wilh  great  truth   and  regard,  your  most  obedient 


humble 


Nicholas  Cooke. 


His  Excellency  (iencral  H'ashington. 

By  his  Evcellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  General 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Colonies. 
To  John  Gessage  Frazer,  Assistant  Deputy  (Quarter- 
master-General: 
You  are  to  hire  and   provide,  in  the  most  expeditious 
manner,  a  sufficient  number  of  teams,  wagons,  and  carriages, 
for  bringing  to  fainter  and  Prospect  Hills  such  boards  and 
plank  as  you  have   purchased  at  Pawtuckct  Falls,  upon 
Merrimack  River,  and  at  Bradford,  and  hay,  at  Andover 
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or  elsewhere  ;  for  the  hire  of  which  you  are  to  allow  a  rea- 
sonable price  ;  and  in  case  the  owners  of  such  teams, 
wagons,  and  carriages,  shall  refuse  to  let  the  same  upon 
reasonable  hire,  jou  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  impress  the  same. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters  at  Cambrulgc, 
this  30th  day  oi  A^ovcmber,  Annoqiie  Domini  177.3. 

Geougk  Washington. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[R,.iid  December  U,  1775.] 

Caiubridgc,  November  30,  177.3. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honour  to  wiite  you  the  28th  instant, 
by  Captain  Joseph  JJkwer.  Last  evening  I  received  the 
agreeable  account  of  the  Schooner  Lee,  commanded  by 
Captain  Manly,  having  taken  and  carried  into  Cape  Ann 
a  large  brigantine,  bound  from  London  to  Boston,  laden 
with  military  stores,  the  inventory  of  which  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  enclose  you.  Cape  Ann  is  a  very  open  har- 
bour, and  accessible  to  large  ships,  which  made  me  imme- 
diately send  off  Colonel  Glover  and  Mr.  Palfrey,  witli 
orders  to  raise  the  njinute-men  and  militia  of  that  part  of 
the  country,  to  have  the  cargo  landed  without  loss  of  time, 
and  guarded  up  to  this  camp.  This  I  hope  they  will  be 
able  to  effect  before  it  is  known  to  the  enemy  what  port 
she  is  carried  into.  1  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  this 
very  great  acquisition;   and  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble 

servant,  r^  ,,, 

'  George  Washington. 

The  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  Manly  has  also  taken  a  sloop  in  the  Ministerial 

service,  and  Captain  Ailams,  in  the  Schooner  Warren,  has 

taken  a  schooner  laden  with  potatoes  and   turnips,  bound 

to  Boston,  and  carried  her  into  Portsmouth. 


orders  BF  general  WASHINGTON. 

Ilead-yuartcrs,  Cambridge,  November  29,  1775. 
(P;.rule,  C.wlfmd.)  CCoumer^ij;..,  Alkn.) 

Captain  Towns,  of  Colonel  H'oodbriJgc's  Regiment, 
tried  at  a  late  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel 
fl'oodbriclge  was  President,  for  "  behaving  in  an  unofficer- 
like  manner,  in  suffering  a  prisoner  to  escape  who  was 
charged  with  an  intent  to  steal."  The  Court  were  una- 
nimously of  opinion,  that  the  prisoner  is  guilty  of  behaving 
unbecoming  an  ollicer,  by  declining  to  obey  the  orders  of 
the  Quartermaster-General,  in  not  assisting  to  seize  a  sol- 
dier suspected  of  theft,  and  for  suflering  the  said  soldier 
gi-ossly  to  abuse  Colonel  Miffin,  and  therefore  adjudge 
the  prisoner  to  bo  reprimanded  by  his  Colonel,  at  the  head 
of  the  Regiment,  in  the  presence  of  Colonel  Mijflin  ;  and 
also  adjudge  that  he  pay  a  fine  of  three  Pounds,  to  be  ap- 
propriated according  to  the  51st  article  of  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  of  the  Army. 

Jonathan  Ji'ilkins,  soldier  in  the  same  Regiment,  and 
in  Captain  Town's  Company,  tried  at  the  same  Court,  for 
•'an  attempt  to  steal,  and  for  insolent  language  to  the 
Quartermaster-General."  The  Court  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  prisoner  was  guilty  of  abusive  language  to  the 
Quartermaster-General,  and  therefore  adjudge  him  to  be 
fined  twenty  Shillings,  to  be  appropriated  according  to  the 
.51st  article  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Army. 

Head. Quarters,  Cambriilgo,  November  3(1,  1775. 

A  General  Court-Martial  to  sit  to-morrow  morning,  at 
eleven  o'clock,  at  Mr.  Ponicroy's,  in  Cambridge,  to  try 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Enos,  for  "quitting  his  Commanding 
Officer  without  lca\'e."  President,  Brigadiei'-General  Sul- 
livan, with  the  twelve  Field-Officers  next  for  court-martial 
duty. 

Sathaniel  Pattin,  of  Captain  Don's  Company,  in  Col. 
Prcscoit's  Regiment,  tried  at  a  General  Court-^iartial,  for 
•'  attempting  to  pass  the  lower  guards,  and  making  a  dis- 
turbance al  Cobble- Hill,  contrary  to  orders."  The  Couit 
acqviit  the  prisoner,  who  is  to  be  immediately  released. 

Invoice  of  Stores  on  board  the  Nancy,  Store-Ship,  Ro- 
bert  HiNTER,  Master,  taken  by  the  Schooner  Lee, 
Captain  Manly. 
leaden  on  board  the  Nancy,  store-sliip,  Mr.  John  JTil- 


kinson,  contractor,  and  Robert  Hunter,  master,  the  un- 
dermentioned particulars,  to  be  by  them  transported  to 
Boston,  in  North-America,  (the  danger  of  the  seas  ex- 
cepted,) and  there  delivered  to  John  Urant,  Esq.,  Com- 
missary and  Paymaster  to  the  Train  of  Artillery  in  North- 
America,  being  in  further  part  of  Colonel  Cleveland's 
demand.     By  order  of  the  Board,  the  26th  of  Juli/,  177.5. 

Muskets,  with  bayonets,  scabbards,  and  steel  rammers, 
2,000.  Cartouch-boxes,  with  belts  and  frogs,  2,000. 
Tanned  leather  slings,  2,000.     In  eighty  chests. 

Flints:  Wallpiece,  250,  in  one  keg.  xMusket,  100,000, 
in  fifty  kegs.     Carbine,  5,000,  in  two  kegs. 

Forge-bellows,  one  pair. 

Hand-bellows,  double  blasted,  three  pairs.  Budge  bar- 
rels, copper  hooped,  fifteen.  Kit  brushes,  six.  In  four 
three-quarters,  one-half,  and  one-and-a-quarter  ton  vats, 
No.  114  to  119. 

Fifty  handbaiTows  ;  and  wheelbarrows,  fifty. 

Callipers,  one  pair  of  brass,  one  pair  of  iron  ditto,  and 
one  hundred  yards  of  canvass.  No.  114  to  119. 

Chalk,  four  hundred  weight,  in  two  quarter-ton  vats. 

Spare  travelling  carriages,  twelve-pounders,  heavy,  11. 

Empty  paper  cartridges,  twelve-|)ounders,  10,000,  in 
ten  three-quarter  ton  vats.  No.  99  to  lO.":*.  Six  ditto, 
5,000,  in  three-quarter  ton  vats.  No.  109  to  111.  Four 
ditto,  2,500,  in  one  three-quarter  tork  vat.  No.  112.  Three 
ditto,  3,000,  in  one  ditto.  No.  113. 

Flags:   Union,  small,  one  ;  ordnance  jack,  two. 

Pincers :  For  drawing  fuzes,  six  pairs ;  common  ditto, 
twelve. 

Funnels  of  plate,  ten;  ditto,  for  shells,  copper  of  sorts, 
six. 

Hammers  for  vents,  fifty.  No.  114  to  1  19. 

Park  pickets,  shod,  twenty-live.  Handerow  levers,  si-i 
feet,  twenty-five. 

Harness,  horse,  thills,  with  cart  saddles,  eighty;  hit 
halters,  one  hundred  ;  traces,  twenty ;  wanties,  eighty;  in 
eighteen  three-quarter  ton  vats,  No.  57  to  71. 

Harness,  men's,  twelve  to  a  set,  200,  in  tu-enty  tliree- 
quarter  ton  vats,  No.  37  to  56. 

Tanned  hides,  fifteen  ;  laboratory  kettle,  one  ;  copper 
ladles,  without  staves,  24-pountlers,  seven;  12  ditto,  sev- 
enteen ;  6  ditto,  ten;  3  ditto,  two;  iron  melting  lailles, 
twelve;  Muscovy  lanterns,  thirteen;  tin  ditto,  ten;  dark 
ditto,  fifteen.  No.  114  to  119. 

iMarline:  Twenty  skeins  tarred,  and  ten  white. 

Brads,  5,000  of  one  inch,  and  5,000  of  one  inch  and  a 
half  Sponge  tacks,  5,000.  Nails,  small  copper,  2,000 ; 
4,000  of  streak,  and  90,000  quarter  rose.  No.  114  to  119. 

Camp  kettles,  50,  in  four  three-quarters  and  one-quarter 
ton  vats,  No.  120  to  124. 

Oil:  One  barrel  of  olive,  in  seven  jars,  and  one  barrel 
of  train,  in  fourteen  jars. 

Cartridge  paper,  12-pounders,  sixty  reams,  in  24  three- 
quarter  ton  vats.  No.  75  to  98. 

Perpendiculars,  new  pattern,  two;  rafts,  half-round, 
twelve.  No.   114  to   119. 

Anvil,  for  smiths,  one. 

White  rope,  coils,  2  of  four  inches  and  a  half,  1  of  thrr?e 
inches,  and  2  of  one  and  a  half. 

Sheepskins,  25  dozens,  in  twenty-five  bundles. 

Sheets  of  tin  for  case  shot,  three  boxes. 

Shot:  Musket,  31  tons,  500  pounds,  in  six  hundred  and 
twenty-five  boxes.  Buck,  1,200  pounds,  in  eight  bairels 
and  four  boxes. 

Spikes:  hyight-inch,  10,000,  in  twenty  weight  powder 
barrels.  No.  1  to  20;  seven-inch  ditto,  10,000,  in  sixteen 
twenty  weight  powder  barrels.  No.  21  to  36. 

Spare  sponge  and  rammer  heads:  Ten  of  21-pounders, 
fifteen  of  12,  thirty  of  6,  and  six  of  3.  Twenty-five  pair 
of  scissors.  Three  pair  of  brass  scales.  Weights  from 
four  pounds  to  a  quarter  of  an  ounce,  three  piles,  No,  1  14 
to  119. 

Staves,  spare,  for  ladles,  kc,  100.  Thread,  200  weigiit, 
in  a  half-ton  vat.  No.  120. 

Twine,  100  weight,  in  a  quarter-ton  vat.  No.  121. 

Round-shot :  Twelve-pounders,  3,000  ;  six-pounders, 
4,000.     Junk,  10  tons. 

Mortar-beds  for  land  service:  Three  of  13  inches,  lour 
of  10,  and  four  of  8. 

Ammunition  wagons,  seven.     Carbines,  wi;h  bayonet-, 
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scabbards,  and  slecl  rammers,  seventy-five.  Carbine  car- 
touch-boxes,  with  belts  and  frogs,  seventy-five.  Tanned 
leather  slings,  seventy-five.     In  three  chests. 

Handsjjikes,  one  hundred. 

Camp-kettles,  with  frying-pan  covers,  one  hundred,  in 
10  three-quarter  ton  vats. 

Laboratory  Stores. 

Carcasses,  round,  thirteen  inches,  50,  in  fifty  boxes; 
oblong,  eight  inches,  100,  in  thirty-four  boxes. 

Shot  fixed  to  wood  bottoms:  Round,  twenty-four  pound- 
ers, IGO,  in  twenty  boxes;  twelve-pounders,  1,080,  in 
ninety  boxes ;  six-pounders,  2,7!20,  in  ninety-eight  boxes  ; 
three-poundcrs,  96,  in  three  boxes.  Case:  twenty-four 
pounders,  7-2,  in  nine  boxes;  twelve-pounders,  1,'2S0,  in 
one  hundred  and  seven  boxes;  six-pounders,  1,416,  in 
fifty-one  boxes;  three-pounders,  96,  in  three  boxes.  Eight- 
inch  howitzers,  30,  in  ten  boxes  ;  five  and  a  half-inch 
howitzers,  100,  in  ten  boxes. 

Empty  flaimel  cartridges:  lleavy,  twenty-four  pound- 
ers, 1,500,  in  a  case.  No.  "21  ;  twelve-pounders,  2,000,  in  a 
case,  No.  I-i.  Light,  six-pounders,  5,600,  in  a  case.  No.  20. 

Fixed  fuzes,  four  and  two-fifths,  8,440,  in  two  cases, 
Nos.  C  and  7. 

Empty  shells:  Thirteen  inches,  100;  ten  ditto,   100; 
eight  ditto,  50;  five  and  a  half  ditto,  100.  In  thirteen  boxes. 
^Tin  tubes,  fixed:  Six-pounders,  light,  16,000,  in  a  case. 
No.  14. 

Bottoms  of  wood  for  mortars,  thirteen  inches,  100. 

Iron  round-shot,  one-pounders,  20.000,  in  two  hundred 
boxes. 

Covers  of  cured  paper,  twenty-four  pounders,  1,050,  in 
a  case,  No.  33  ;  twelve-pounders,  3,600,  in  two  cases, 
Nos.  37  and  38;  six-pounders,  2,800,  in  one  case.  No.  42. 

Caps  of  cartridge  paper:  Twenty-four  pounders,  1,050, 
in  a  case,  No.  33  ;  twelve-pounders,  3,600,  in  two  cases, 
IVos.  37  and  38;  six-pounders,  2,800,  in  No.  42. 

]Mealed  powder,  two  barrels,  in  a  case,  No.  48. 

Portfires,  long  and  small,  one  liundred  dozen,  in  a  case. 
No.  28. 

Empty  flannel  cartridges,  twelve-pounders,  light,  1.500, 
in  No.  28. 

Board's  order,  August  11,  1775. 

One  brass  mortar  of  thirteen  inches,  with  a  complete 
inortar-bed,  to  be  delivered  to  Captain  StchcUn. 

Board's  order,  August  9,  1775. 

Watchcoats,  thirty-two,  in  2  half-ton  vats,  Nos.  125 
and  126.  Two  reams  of  muster-rolh,  one  ditto  pay-lists, 
and  one  dozen  of  the  articles  of  war,  in  a  quarter-ton  vat. 
No.  129. 

F^or  Mr.  Dumford:  B.  Blight. 

OiVioc  of  Orihianc^.  September  1,  1775. 

A  true  copy  horn  the  original : 

Stepiit;n  ?i1oyla.\. 
P.  S.  Two  brass  six-pounders  on  board  the  brig. 


AN'  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  STATE  OF  (ifEBECK.  ETC..  AT  THE 
END  OF  NOVEMBER,  1775. 

The  delachnient  wdiich  General  JVashlngtov.  sent  into 
t'anndd,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Arnold,  consisted, 
originally,  of  eight  hundred  men  ;  but  there  not  being  suf- 
ficiency of  provisions,  Colonel  Arnold  sent  three  hundred 
back,  and,  with  tlie  remaining  five  hundred,  (one  hundred 
of  whom  were  KiHemen,)  took  the  route  of  the  Rivers  Kcn- 
nebcck  and  Cliaudierc,  a  part  of  the  detaclmient  marching 
by  land  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  rest  were  carried 
in  batteaus.  Their  progress  was  slow,  (about  five  or  ten 
miles  a  day.)  as  they  were  often  obliged  to  cut  their  way 
through  the  woods,  the  batteaus  keeping  company  with 
ihem  on  shore,  and  at  night  encamping  together;  at  those 
places  where  the  batteaus  could  not  proceed,  they  were 
carried  on  the  shoulders  of  four  men.  They  had  a  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous  route,  but  bore  it  with  spirit  and  reso- 
lution, and  at  last  reached  Faint  Levi,  opposite  (-^uebcck. 
The  Canadians  received  them  with  great  cheerfulness,  and 
supplied  them  with  provisions.  Their  ariival  at  Point  Levi 
was  the  fim  notice  the  (iovernoiir  of  (-^ucbcck  had  of  their 
march.  The  Lizard,  man-of-war,  anchored  olF  tlie  Town  ; 
the  Hornet,  sloop-of-v.ar.  between  that  an'l  fioljl's  Coir  : 


the  O'aspee,  an  armed  schooner,  opposite  to  it,  and  another 
aimed  schoonej  higher  up  ;  armed  boats  every  night  were 
stationed  round,  to  prevent  Colonel  Arnold  passing  the 
river.  He  remained  here  four  days,  till  the  Canadians  had 
got  togetlier  boats  enough  for  his  purpose.  He  crossed  at 
night,  and  the  first  intelligence  which  the  ships  of  war  re- 
ceived was  from  an  armed  boat  whom  the  Provincials  hailed 
as  they  were  going  to  land  at  IVolfes  Cove,  and  whom,  on 
the  boat's  not  answering,  they  fired  at.  The  boat  gave  an 
alarm  to  the  Lizard,  man-of-war;  upon  which  a  Lieuten- 
ant was  despatched,  at  twelve  that  night,  with  advice  to  the 
Governour,  though  the  delays  at  Quebtck  prevented  his 
acquainting  him  with  it  till  seven  the  next  morning.  The 
Governour  immediately  summoned  first  the  merchants,  and 
asked  them  if  they  would  defend  the  Town  ;  which  they 
promised  him  to  do.  He  then  sent  for  the  officers  of  the 
militia,  who  gave  liim  the  same  assurance  ;  and  lastly,  tlic 
Captains  of  the  merchant  vessels,  who  also  promised  their 
assistance.  Upon  which  the  gates  were  shut,  and  prepara- 
tions made  for  defence.  Colonel  Arnold,  the  next  morn- 
ing after  his  landing,  formed  his  men  not  far  from  the  Town. 
About  three  hundred  of  the  garrison  marched  out  with  an 
apparent  alacrity  to  attack  him.  The  Colonel  instantly  put 
his  men  in  motion  in  order  to  receive  them;  upon  which 
they  retreated  with  precipitation.  The  gates  were  imme- 
diately shut,  that  of  St.  John's  with  difficulty:  for,  whether 
by  design  or  otherwise,  the  keys  were  not  to  be  found,  and 
the  fastening  in  such  a  situation  that  they  were  obliged  to 
procure  handspikes  and  ropes.  This  gate,  which  was  the 
most  important,  was  under  the  command  of  the  French 
militia.  The  same  disorder  or  design  was  so  prevalent  on 
the  ramparts,  that  they  had  not  matches  to  supply  the  guns, 
but  were  obliged  to  send  for  them  to  the  Lizard,  man-of- 
war.  In  all  probability,  had  Colonel  Arnold  attacked  the 
Town,  he  would  have  carried  it;  but  not  having  artillery, 
he  deemed  it  most  prudent  to  wail  for  General  Montgo- 
laerij ;  he  therefore  contented  himself  with  eucam[iing  his 
Army  on  the  heights. 

Tiie  20th  o( November,  General  Carltton  arrived,  having 
left  Montreal  in  a  dark  night,  with  about  sixty  men.  They 
escaped  in  boats,  and  got  on  board  a  brigantine,  which 
brought  them  to  Quebeck.  He  could  not  have  executed 
this  design  in  the  daytime,  as  the  Provincials  had  erected 
batteries  on  each  side  of  the  river,  which  eifectually  slopped 
the  communication  between  Quebeck  and  Montreal,  and 
occasioned  orders  being  given  to  destroy  two  armed  schoon- 
ers, to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Provin- 
cials. Montreal  has  capitulated  ;  so  that  all  the  Regulars 
are  now  prisoners  of  war,  with  the  stores,  except  the  gun- 
powder, which  was  put  on  board  the  schooner. 

The  Canadians  are,  in  general,  favourable  to  ihc  Ame- 
ricuns,  and  were  of  great  use  to  General  Montgomery  in 
the  taking  St.  John's  and  Chambly,  by  supplying  them  with 
necessaries.  They  receive  them  into  their  houses,  bring 
them  provisions,  and  seem  well  pleased  with  their  guests. 
In  return,  the  Provincials  observe  an  exact  discipline,  and 
are  very  careful  in  protecting  the  property  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. These  ilivourable  sentiments  of  the  Canadians,  to 
the  Provincials,  arise  from  the  great  dislike  they  have  to 
the  Quibeck  Act.  Even  the  British  merchants,  though 
they  have  taken  up  arms,  yet  apparently  act  with  reluc- 
tance, being  very  ill-disjiosed  towards  General  Carleton, 
who  has  treated  them  with  great  coolness,  placing  his  con- 
fidence in  tlie  French  noblesse.  This  conduct  the  General 
j)ursued  on  the  first  reception  of  the  news  that  the  Provin- 
cials were  entering  Canada.  They  went  in  a  body  to  him, 
and  requested  to  be  embodied.  He  gave  them  no  kind  of 
answer,  and  persisted  in  the  same  disposition,  when  they  a 
second  time  made  application  to  him,  after  he  had  quitted 
Quebeck  to  go  to  Montreal :  at  last,  Governour  Cramahi- 
embodied  them,  at  the  approach  of  Colonel  Arnold. 

That  officer  (Arnold)  hath  done  nothing  but  shown  him- 
self before  Quebeck.  Indeed,  the  greatest  part  of  the  de- 
tachment are  marched  towards  Montreal;  no  attempt  is 
therefore  expected  to  be  made  till  the  arrival  of  Genera! 
Montgomery. 

Tiic    garrison   of   Quebeck,   when   this    account   came 

away,  consisted  of  thirty-six  of ;  sixty  of  Carleton' s 

men,  partly  Fre;if/(,  \ian\y  English  ;  eighty  of  .1/f7c/c(T?i"i 
new-raised  corps:  three  hundred  merchants  and  their  ser- 
\jnis:  three  hundred  Canadians:  and  tliree  hundred  and 
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fifty  sailors :  the  two  former  irresolute,  already  disgusted 
with  the  service,  and  greatly  complaining  of  the  fatigue; 
the  sailors,  therefore,  are  the  people  to  be  depended  upon. 
The  inhabitants  will  not,  most  probably,  choose  to  sustain 
a  siege,  as  by  a  surrender  they  will  secure  their  effects, 
which,  by  an  opposition,  they  will  run  the  risk  of  losing; 
and  there  is  not  the  least  probability  of  the  merchants  be- 
ing able  to  support  the  fatigue  of  defending,  and  the  Ca- 
nadians  are  too  much  friends  to  the  Provincials  warmly  to 
oppose  them.  The  sailors,  on  whom  the  only  reliance  can 
be  placed,  are  not  sutliciently  numerous  to  preserve  tlie 
Town,  when  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  will  be  for  a  sur- 
render. Though  General  Carlcion  is  a  man  of  the  great- 
est intrepidity,  and  he  has  the  assistance  of  Colonel  Mac- 
lean, yet  he  ajjpears  greatly  chagrined  at  aflairs  turning 
out  so  contrary  to  his  exjiectalions,  that  it  evidently  preys 
on  his  spirits. 

The  expectations  from  Colonel  DIachaii  are  entirely 
vanished.  He  was  deserted  by  his  people  at  the  River 
Sorcl,  and  obliged  to  fly,  with  eighty  men,  to  Quchcck,  with 
great  expedition.  Tiie  Highlanders  he  enlisted  were  so 
lew  as  not  to  be  worth  mentioning.  Thcie  were  about  one 
hundred  came  from  the  Island  o(  St.  John's,  tiading  to 
(-^ucbcck,  but  who  have  not  entered  as  soldiers ;  and  from 
thence,  on  the  expectation  that  they  would  enlist,  I  sup- 
|)ose  the  report  arose  of  his  having  raised  a  Regiment  of 
them  ;  but  so  far  from  enlisting  Highlanders  in  our  service, 
1  am  informed,  from  good  authority,  that  the  Provincials 
have  now  a  Regiment  of  Highlanders  in  their  pay,  consist- 
ing of  eight  hundred  men,  all  volunteers. 

It  is  very  probable  that  Q^tiebcck  may  not  be  taken  till 
the  month  of  January,  except  General  Montgomcrtj  sends 
down  his  artillery  by  water;  he  cannot  so  conveniently 
bring  it  down  by  land  till  the  frosts  set  in.  The  cold  is 
indeed  severe,  but  his  people  are  inured  to  it;  and  as  the 
country  about  C^ucbcck  is  very  populous,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants friendly,  he  will  find  good  rjuarters  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Town  ;  which,  with  the  weakness  of  the  gar- 
lison,  and  the  divisions  in  the  place,  there  is  little  doubt  of 
the  Provincials  being  masters  of  it. 

The  behaviour  of  General  Montgomcnj  to  his  prisoners 
was  much  applauded  ;  but  there  had  letters  passed  betw'een 
(ieneral  Caiicton  and  him,  wherein  he  complained  of  the 
treatment  of  those  taken  at  Montreal,  and  that  he  hoped 
that  General  Cnrhton  would  not  put  him  under  the  neces- 
sity of  showing  the  same. 

There  is  a  Regiment  in  the  interior  parts  of  Caiuufa,  at 
Aiagara,  Detroit,  &c.,  which,  if  they  have  not  [irovisions, 
must  come  in  and  surrender. 
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One  would  have  thought  that,  after  such  repeated  attest- 
ations of  our  determined  aversion  to  the  claims  of  the 
Parliament,  a  renewal  of  its  endeavours  to  impose  them 
would  hardly  have  been  undertaken  in  haste.  But  the 
Ministry  were  too  much  bent  upon  the  subjugation  of  the 
Colonies,  to  give  over  the  pursuit  until  they  should  be  fully 
convinced  of  the  absolute  impracticability  of  succeeding  in 
it.  They  were  resolved  to  vary  the  plan  of  attack:  to 
recur  fiom  open  assault  and  violence,  to  intrigue,  artifice, 
and  illusion  ;  foreseeing  that  many  plausible  topicks  might 
be  invented  to  mislead  a  part  at  least  of  the  peo|ile,  to  ge- 
nerate intestine  divisions,  and,  by  inducing  compliance  to  a 
lesser  encroachment,  to  pave  the  way  and  jireiwre  the 
minds  of  men  by  degrees  for  the  complete  establishment  of 
all  their  pretensions.  They  flattered  themselves  that  the 
publick  spirit  of  the  Americans,  by  too  frequent  fermenta- 
tion, would  in  a  great  measure  evaporate;  and  that  they 
would  with  difliculty  be  brought  to  submit  to  the  incon- 
veniences of  another  struggle,  and  again  to  obstruct  the 
"olden  streams  of  commerce,  for  an  object  seemingly  of  so 
little  importance  as  a  duty  of  three  pence  a  pound  on  tea. 

As  the  East-India  Company  must  have  been  thoroughly 
apprized  of  the  temper  and  resolutions  of  the  Colonies,  it 
is  scarcely  to  be  supposed  they  would  have  hazarded  so 
much  of  their  property  on  such  a  precarious  footing  as  that 
on  which  it  must  necessarily  be  sent  to  America,  while 
encumbered  with  a  duty  that  gave  so  general  ollence,  un- 
less they  had  some  sure  prospect  of  retribution  in  case  of 


accidents.  It  is  therefore  extremely  probable,  what  has 
been  more  than  once  positively  suggested  by  our  friends 
on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  that  the  Ministry  either 
purchased  the  tea  to  make  the  intended  experiment,  or 
engaged  to  indemnify  the  Company  for  whatever  loss  they 
might  sustain  by  a  miscarriage.  Neither  is  it  likely  they 
would  have  done  this,  and  risked  throwing  the  Empire  into 
new  convulsions  and  disorders,  if  they  had  not  been  reso- 
lute to  drive  matters  to  extremity,  and  to  bring  the  contest 
to  a  final  issue. 

They  expected  that  one  side  of  this  dilemma  would  take 
place  :  either  that  the  Colonies,  fatigued  with  former  efforts, 
unwilling  to  undergo  fresh  agitations,  deceived  by  artful 
miscolourings,  lulled  by  a  consideration  of  the  trifling  siuii 
of  the  tax,  or  from  a  compound  of  all  these  motives,  would 
most  of  thein  be  pi  evaded  with  to  permit  the  introduction 
of  the  tea  and  the  payment  of  the  duty ;  or  that  they  woidd 
be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  destroying  it,  in  order  to 
prevent  those  disagreeable  circumstances.  Should  the  for- 
mer happen,  their  scheme  would  be  in  a  fair  way  for  a 
perfect  accomplishment.  They  might  afterwards  plead  our 
own  voluntary  deliberate  consent  to  their  right  of  taxing 
us.  Strong  parties  would  have  been  formed  among  us  ; 
violent  heats  and  animosities  engendered.  The  precedent 
would  have  had  a  powerful  influence,  both  in  the  opinions 
of  the  people  of  Britain  and  in  our  own  ;  and  if  our  ene- 
mies were  masters  of  a  tolerable  share  of  address  and  dex- 
terity, they  might  then  with  the  greatest  ease  lead  us  on, 
step  by  step,  to  the  point  they  intended,  whence  the  retreat 
would  continually  become  more  dilficult,  and  at  last  impos- 
sible. But  should  the  latter  fall  out,  which  was  most  pro- 
bable, a  procedure  so  bold,  and  so  much  out  of  the  common 
track,  would  naturally  excite  scruples  in  tender  minds,  and 
afford  a  spacious  field  for  invective  and  declamation  to  their 
agents  and  creatures.  They  might  thence  extract  a  [ire- 
text  to  sanctify  or  palliate  future  violences  ;  and,  under  the 
idea  of  chastising  a  breach  of  private  property,  might,  with 
more  appearance  of  justice,  and  with  greater  prospect  of 
success,  proceed  in  their  long  concerted  plan  of  despotism. 
They  hoped  to  gain  many  partisans,  both  in  England  and 
America,  who,  disgusted  at  a  seeming  outrage  and  act  of 
injustice,  would  be  easily  persuaded  to  view  all  their  mea- 
sures as  entirely  of  a  penal  complexion,  and  designed  only 
to  procure  a  reparation  for  damage  w-antonly  committed  on 
our  part.  Hence  they  sup))osed  our  councils  would  be 
disunited  and  discordant,  our  opposition  feeble,  partial,  and 
transitory,  easily  to  be  counteracted  and  overcome  by  any 
considerable  exertions  of  vigour  and  perseverance  on  tlieir 
side. 

These  views  were  subtle  ;  and,  though  the  event  has 
not  been  fully  answerable  to  them,  they  have  obtained  a 
degree  of  success  much  to  be  regretted  by  every  real  friend 
to  this  injured  Country.  It  happened  that  the  tea  sent  to 
Boston  was  the  first  which  arrived  in  America  ;  and  the 
people,  having  no  other  alternative  but  to  suffer  its  being 
imported  and  the  duty  paid,  or  to  destroy  it,  deemed  tlie 
latter  course  most  politick  and  safe.  From  all  the  other 
ports  except  Charlestown,  where  it  was  accidentally  land- 
ed, it  was  despatched  immediately  back  to  England. 

This  act,  provoked  by  the  forcible  intrusion  of  an  article 
loaded  with  an  illegal  tax,  was  seized,  with  the  utmost 
avidity,  by  the  ministerial  cabal,  as  a  handle  for  charging 
those  who  perpetrated  it  with  the  most  heinous  and  inex- 
piable guilt.  The  banners  of  vengeance  were  forthwith 
disjilayed,  and  fuiious  penalties,  without  the  formality  of  a 
trial,  inflicted,  very  disproportionate  to  the  crime,  even 
supposing  it  to  be  a  real  one.  The  most  aibitrary  and  ex- 
asperating intentions  were  announced  in  both  Houses  ut 
Parliament,  while  nothing  less  than  bringing  America  to 
his  feet  would  satisfy  the  imperious  Minister.  At  a  single 
stroke,  the  memorable  Port  Bill  totally  demolished  the 
flourishing  trade  of  the  offending  Town  ;  nor  was  there 
any  room  left  to  avoid  the  evil,  by  making  such  requital 
for  the  injury  done,  as  the  nature  of  it  might  seem  to  de- 
mand. The  conditions  of  the  act  were  too  rigorous  and 
destructive  to  be  complied  with.  It  required  not  only 
payment  for  the  simple  value  of  the  tea,  which  was  suiii- 
cient,  but  for  the  amount  of  the  duty  upon  it,  an  indefinite 
submission  to  the  laws  and  authority  of  Parliament,  and 
satisfaction  for  the  losses  that  might  have  been  incuri'ed  by 
the  ollicers  of  His  Majesty's  customs  and  others ;  vesting  r-. 
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scabbards,  and  steel  rammers,  seventy-five.  Carbine  car- 
touch-boKes,  with  belts  and  frogs,  seventy-five.  Tanned 
leather  slings,  seventy-five.     In  three  chests. 

Handspikes,  one  hundred. 

Camp-kettles,  with  frying-pan  covers,  one  hundred,  in 
10  three-quarter  ton  vats. 

Laboratory  Stores. 

Carcasses,  round,  thirteen  inches,  50,  in  fifty  boxes; 
oblong',  eiyiit  inches,  100,  in  thirty-four  boxes. 

Shot  fixed  to  wood  bottoms:  Round,  twenty-four  pound- 
ers, 1(J0,  in  twenty  boxes;  twelve-pounders,  1,080,  in 
ninety  boxes  ;  six-pounders,  2,720,  in  ninety-eight  boxes  ; 
three-pounders,  96,  in  three  boxes.  Case:  twenty-four 
pounders,  72,  in  nine  boxes;  twelve-pounders,  1,280,  in 
one  hundred  and  seven  boxes;  six-pounders,  1,416,  in 
fifty-one  boxes;  three-pounders,  96,  in  three  boxes.  Eight- 
inch  howitzers,  30,  in  ten  boxes  ;  five  and  a  half-inch 
howitzers,  100,  in  ten  boxes. 

Empty  flannel  cartridges:  Heavy,  twenty-four  pound- 
ers, 1,500,  in  a  case.  No.  21  ;  twelve-pounders,  2,000,  in  a 
case,  No.  2.'3.  Light,  six-pounders,  5,800,  in  a  case.  No.  20. 

Fixed  fuzes,  four  and  two-fifths,  8,410,  in  two  cases, 
Nos.  6  and  7. 

Empty  shells:  Thirteen  inches,   100;  ten  ditto,   100; 
eiaht  ditto,  50;  five  and  a  half  ditto,  100.   In  thirteen  boxes. 
^Tin  tubes,  fixed:  Six-pounders,  light,  10,000,  in  a  case, 
No.  14. 

Bottoms  of  wood  for  mortars,  thirteen  inches,  100. 

Iron  round-shot,  one-pounders,  20,000,  in  two  hundred 
boxes. 

Covers  of  cured  paper,  twenty-four  pounders,  1,050,  in 
a  case,  No.  SS  ;  twelve-pounders,  3,600,  in  two  cases, 
Nos.  37  and  38;  six-pounders,  2,800,  in  one  case.  No.  42. 

Caps  of  cartridge  paper:  Twenty-four  pounders,  1,050, 
in  a  case.  No.  33  ;  twelve-pounders,  3,000,  in  two  cases, 
Nos.  37  and  38;  six-pounders,  2,800,  in  No.  42. 

Mealed  powder,  two  barrels,  in  a  case.  No.  48. 

Portfires,  long  and  small,  one  hundred  dozen,  in  a  case, 
No.  23. 

Empty  flannel  cartridges,  twelve-pounders,  light,  1,500, 
in  No.  28. 

Board's  order,  Angus!  11,  1775. 

One  brass  mortar  of  thirteen  inches,  with  a  complete 
mortar-bed,  to  be  delivered  to  Captain  Stchelm. 

Boord^s  order,  August  9,  1775. 

Watchcoats,  thirty-two,  in  2  half-ton  vats,  Nos.  125 
and  126.  Two  reams  of  muster-rolls  one  ditto  pay-lists, 
and  one  dozen  of  the  articles  of  war,  in  a  quarter-ton  vat. 
No.  129. 

For  Mr.  Dnrnford:  D.  Blight. 

OiTioc  of  Ordnance,  Scptemljcr  1,  1775. 
A  true  copy  fiom  the  original : 

StCPHEiV   IMOVLA.V. 

P.  S.  Two  brass  six-pounders  on  board  the  brig. 


AN    ACCOUNT    OF    THE     STATE    OF    (irEISECK,    ETC..    AT   THE 
END  OF  NOVEMUEK,    1775. 

The  detachment  whicli  General  IVaslnngton  sent  into 
K'nnada,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Arnold,  consisted, 
originally,  of  eight  hundred  men  ;  but  there  not  being  suf- 
ficiency of  provisions,  Colonel  Arnold  sent  three  hundred 
back,  and,  with  the  remaining  five  hundred,  (one  hundred 
of  whom  were  Riflemen,)  took  the  route  of  the  Rivers  Kcn- 
neltcck  and  Cluntdierc,  a  part  of  the  detachment  marching 
l)y  land  on  the  bank  of  the  ri\er,  and  the  rest  were  carried 
in  batteaus.  Their  progress  was  slow,  (about  five  or  ten 
miles  a  day.)  as  they  were  often  obliged  to  cut  their  way 
through  the  woods,  the  batteaus  keeping  company  with 
ibcm  on  shore,  and  at  night  encamping  together;  at  those 
places  where  the  batteaus  could  not  proceed,  they  were 
carried  on  the  shoulders  of  four  men.  They  had  a  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous  route,  but  bore  it  with  sjiirit  and  reso- 
lution, and  at  last  reached  Point  Levi,  opposite  (^^ucbcck. 
The  Cunadicns  received  them  with  great  cheerfulness,  and 
supplied  them  with  provisions.  Their  anival  at  Point  Levi 
was  the  first  notice  the  (iovernuur  of  (-^uchcrl:  had  of  their 
march.  The  Lizard,  man-of-war,  anchored  oli'  the  Town  ; 
\hc  Hornet,  sloop-ofwar,  between  that  and  ll'oljVs  Cove: 
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the  Gaspec,  an  armed  schooner,  opposite  to  it,  and  another 
armed  schoonej-  higher  up;  armed  boats  every  night  were 
stationed  round,  to  prevent  Colonel  Arnold  passing  the 
river.  He  remained  here  four  days,  till  the  Canadians  had 
got  together  boats  enough  for  his  purpose.  He  crossed  at 
night,  and  tiie  first  intelligence  which  the  ships  of  war  re- 
ceived was  from  an  armed  boat  whom  the  Provincials  hailed 
as  they  were  going  to  land  at  Wolfe's  Cove,  and  whom,  on 
the  boat's  not  answering,  they  fired  at.  The  boat  gave  an 
alarm  to  the  Lizard,  man-of-war;  upon  which  a  Lieuten- 
ant was  despatched,  at  twelve  that  night,  with  advice  to  the 
Governour,  though  the  delays  at  Quebeck  prevented  his 
acquainting  him  with  it  till  seven  the  next  morning.  The 
Governour  immediately  summoned  first  the  merchants,  and 
asked  them  if  they  would  defend  the  Town  ;  which  they 
promised  him  to  do.  He  then  sent  for  the  officers  of  the 
militia,  who  gave  him  the  same  assurance  ;  and  lastly,  tlic 
Captains  of  the  merchant  vessels,  who  also  promised  their 
assistance.  L^pon  which  the  gates  were  shut,  and  prepara- 
tions made  for  defence.  Colonel  Arnold,  the  next  morn- 
ing after  his  landing,  formed  his  men  not  far  from  the  Town. 
About  three  hundred  of  the  garrison  marched  out  with  an 
apparent  alacrity  to  attack  him.  The  Colonel  instantly  put 
his  men  in  motion  in  order  to  receive  them;  upon  which 
they  retreated  with  precipitation.  The  gates  were  imme- 
diately shut,  that  of  &.  Johns  with  difficulty;  for,  whether 
bv  design  or  otherwise,  the  keys  were  not  to  be  found,  and 
the  fastening  in  such  a  situation  that  they  were  obliged  to 
procure  handspikes  and  ropes.  Tiiis  gate,  which  was  the 
most  important,  was  under  the  command  of  th.e  French 
militia.  The  same  disorder  or  design  was  so  prevalent  on 
the  ramparts,  that  they  had  not  matches  to  supply  the  guns, 
but  were  obliged  to  send  for  them  to  the  Lizard,  man-of- 
war.  In  all  probability,  had  Colonel  Arnold  attacked  the 
Town,  he  would  have  carried  it;  but  not  having  artillery, 
he  deemed  it  most  prudent  to  wait  for  General  Montgo- 
inerij ;  he  tlierefore  contented  himself  with  encamping  his 
Army  on  the  heights. 

The  20th  o(  November,  General  Carleton  arrived,  having 
left  Montreal  in  a  dark  night,  with  about  sixty  men.  They 
escaped  in  boats,  and  got  on  board  a  brigantine,  which 
brought  them  to  Quebeck.  He  could  not  have  executed 
this  design  in  the  daytime,  as  the  Provincials  had  erected 
batteries  on  each  side  of  the  river,  which  effectually  stopped 
the  communication  between  Quebeck  and  Montreal,  and 
occasioned  orders  being  given  to  destroy  two  armed  schoon- 
ers, to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Provin- 
cials. Montreal  has  capitulated  ;  so  that  all  the  Regulars 
are  now  prisoners  of  war,  w'ith  the  stores,  except  the  gun- 
powder, which  was  put  on  board  the  schooner. 

The  Canadians  are,  in  general,  favourable  to  tlie  Ame- 
ricans, and  were  of  great  use  to  Genera!  Montgomery  in 
the  taking  St.  John's  and  Chambly,  by  supplying  them  with 
necessaries.  They  receive  them  into  their  houses,  bring 
them  provisions,  and  seem  v.ell  pleased  with  their  guests. 
In  return,  the  Provincials  observe  an  exact  discipline,  and 
are  very  careful  in  protecting  the  property  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. These  favourable  sentiments  of  the  Canadians,  to 
the  Piovincials,  arise  from  the  great  dislike  they  have  to 
the  Quebeck  Act.  Even  the  British  merchants,  though 
they  have  taken  up  arms,  yet  apparently  act  w-ith  reluc- 
tance, being  very  ill-disj)osed  towards  General  Carleton, 
who  has  treated  them  with  great  coolness,  placing  his  con- 
fidence in  the  French  noblesse.  This  conduct  the  General 
pursued  on  the  first  reception  of  the  news  that  the  Provin- 
cials were  entering  Canada.  They  went  in  a  body  to  him, 
and  requested  to  be  embodied.  He  gave  them  no  kind  of 
answer,  and  persisted  in  the  same  disposition,  when  they  a 
second  time  made  application  to  him,  after  he  had  quitted 
Quebeck  to  go  to  Montreal :  at  last,  Governour  Cramahe 
embodied  them,  at  the  approach  of  Colonel  Arnold. 

That  officer  (Arnold)  hath  done  nothing  but  shown  him- 
self before  Quebeck.  Indeed,  the  greatest  part  of  the  de- 
tachment are  marched  towards  Montreal;  no  attempt  is 
therefore  expected  to  be  made  till  the  arrival  of  Genera! 
31ontgomery. 

The    garrison   of   Quebeck,    when   this    account   came 

away,  consisted  of  thirty -six  of ;  sixty  of  Carleton  s 

men,  partly  i-Ve/it'/i.,  \mi\y  English  ;  eighty  of  Tl/rtc/cfl/i'i 
new-raised'  corps  :  three  liundred  merchants  and  their  ser- 
\-3!iis  :  three  lunnli-ed  Canadians:  and  three  hundred  and 
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fifty  sailors :  tlie  two  former  irresolute,  already  disgusted 
with  the  service,  and  greatly  complaining  of  the  la'tigue  ; 
the  sailors,  therefore,  are  the  people  to  be  depended  itpon. 
The  inhabitants  will  not,  most  probably,  choose  to  sustain 
a  siege,  as  by  a  surrender  they  will  secure  their  eiFects, 
which,  by  an  opposition,  they  will  run  the  risk  of  losing; 
and  there  is  not  the  least  probability  of  the  merchants  be- 
ing able  to  support  the  fatigue  of  defending,  and  the  Ca- 
7iadians  are  too  much  friends  to  the  Provincials  warndy  to 
oppose  them.  The  sailors,  on  whom  the  only  reliance  can 
be  placed,  are  not  sulliciently  numerous  to  preserve  the 
Town,  when  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  will  be  for  a  sur- 
render. Though  General  CarJcton  is  a  man  of  the  great- 
est intrepidity,  and  he  has  the  assistance  of  Colonel  Mac- 
lean, yet  he  ajjpears  greatly  chagrined  at  affairs  turning 
out  so  contrary  to  his  expectations,  that  it  evidently  preys 
on  his  spirits. 

The  expectations  from  Colonel  Maclean  are  entirely 
vanished.  He  was  deserted  by  his  people  at  the  River 
Sorel,  and  obliged  to  fly,  with  eighty  men,  to  (^uebcck,  with 
great  expedition.  The  Highlanders  he  enlisted  were  so 
few  as  not  to  be  worth  mentioning.  Theie  were  about  one 
hundred  came  from  the  Island  o(  St.  JuhiCs,  trading  to 
(^ucbcck,  but  who  have  not  entered  as  soldiers ;  and  from 
thence,  on  the  expectation  that  they  would  enlist,  I  sup- 
pose the  report  arose  of  his  having  raised  a  Regiment  of 
them  ;  but  so  far  from  enlisting  Highlanders  in  our  service, 
I  am  informed,  from  good  authority,  that  the  Provincials 
have  now  a  Regiment  of  Highlanders  in  their  pay,  consist- 
ing of  eight  hundred  men,  all  volunteers. 

It  is  very  probable  that  (^uebeck  may  not  be  taken  till 
the  month  of  January,  except  General  Montgumvri/  sends 
down  his  artillery  by  water;  he  cannot  so  conveniently 
bring  it  down  by  land  till  the  frosts  set  in.  The  cold  is 
indeed  severe,  but  his  people  are  inured  to  it;  and  as  the 
country  about  (^uchcck  is  very  populous,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants friendly,  he  will  find  good  quarters  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Town  ;  which,  with  the  weakness  of  the  gar- 
lison,  and  the  divisions  in  the  place,  there  is  little  doubt  of 
the  Provincials  being  masters  of  it. 

The  behaviour  of  General  MotUgomcnj  to  his  prisoners 
was  much  applauded  ;  but  there  had  letters  passed  between 
General  Carleton  and  him,  wherein  he  complained  of  the 
treatment  of  those  taken  at  l\lontrcal,  and  that  ho  hoped 
that  General  Carleton  would  not  put  him  under  the  neces- 
sity of  showing  the  same. 

There  is  a  Regiment  in  the  interior  jiarts  of  Canada,  at 
Niagara,  Detroit,  &:c.,  which,  if  the}'  have  not  provisions, 
must  come  in  and  surrender. 
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One  would  have  thought  that,  after  such  repeated  attest- 
ations of  our  determined  aversion  to  the  claims  of  the 
Parliament,  a  renewal  of  its  endeavours  to  impose  them 
would  hardly  have  been  undertaken  in  haste.  But  the 
Ministry  were  too  much  bent  upon  the  subjugation  of  the 
Colonies,  to  give  over  the  pursuit  until  they  should  be  fully 
convinced  of  the  absolute  impracticability  of  succeeding  in 
it.  They  were  resolved  to  vary  the  plan  of  attack  :  to 
recur  from  open  assault  and  violence,  to  intrigue,  artifice, 
and  illusion  ;  foreseeing  that  many  plausible  topieks  might 
be  invented  to  mislead  a  part  at  least  of  the  people,  to  ge- 
nerate intestine  divisions,  and,  by  inducing  compliance  to  a 
lesser  encroachment,  to  pave  the  way  antl  prepare  the 
minds  of  men  by  degrees  for  the  complete  establishment  of 
all  their  pretensions.  They  Mattered  themselves  that  the 
publick  spirit  of  the  Americans,  by  too  frequent  fermenta- 
tion, would  in  a  great  measure  evaporate;  and  that  they 
would  with  difficulty  be  brought  to  submit  to  the  incon- 
veniences of  another  struggle,  and  again  to  obstruct  the 
golden  streams  of  commerce,  for  an  object  seemingly  of  so 
little  importance  as  a  duty  of  three  pence  a  pound  on  tea. 

As  the  East-India  Com|)any  must  have  been  thoroughly 
apprized  of  the  temper  and  resolutions  of  the  Colonies,  it 
is  scarcely  to  be  supposed  they  would  have  hazarded  so 
much  of  their  property  on  such  a  precarious  footing  as  that 
on  which  it  must  necessarily  be  sent  to  America,  while 
encumbered  with  a  duty  that  gave  so  general  olfonce,  un- 
less they  had  some  sure  prospect  of  retribution  in  case  of 


accidents.  It  is  therefore  extremely  probable,  what  has 
been  more  than  once  positively  suggested  by  our  friends 
on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  that  the  Ministry  either 
purchased  the  tea  to  make  the  intended  experiment,  or 
engaged  to  indeumify  the  Company  for  whatever  loss  they 
might  sustain  by  a  miscarriage.  Neither  is  it  likely  they 
would  have  done  this,  and  risked  throwing  the  Empire  into 
new  convulsions  and  disorders,  if  they  had  not  been  reso- 
lute to  drive  matters  to  extremity,  and  to  bring  the  contest 
to  a  final  issue. 

They  expected  that  one  side  of  this  dilemma  would  take 
place  :  either  that  the  Colonies,  fatigued  with  former  efforts, 
unwilling  to  undergo  fresh  agitations,  deceived  by  artful 
miscolourings,  lulled  by  a  consideration  of  the  triflin"  sum 
of  the  tax,  or  from  a  compound  of  all  these  motives,  would 
most  of  them  be  pievailed  with  to  permit  the  introduction 
of  the  tea  and  the  payment  of  the  duty  ;  or  that  they  would 
be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  destroying  it,  in  order  to 
prevent  those  disagreeable  circumstances.  Should  the  for- 
mer happen,  their  scheme  would  be  in  a  fair  way  for  a 
perfect  accomplishment.  They  might  afterwards  plead  our 
own  voluntary  deliberate  consent  to  their  right  of  taxing 
us.  Strong  parties  would  have  been  formed  among  us  ; 
violent  heats  and  animosities  engendered.  The  precedent 
would  have  had  a  powerful  influence,  both  in  the  opinions 
of  the  people  o(  Britain  and  in  our  own  ;  and  if  our  ene- 
mies were  masters  of  a  tolerable  share  of  address  and  dex- 
terity, they  might  then  with  the  greatest  ease  lead  us  on, 
step  by  step,  to  the  point  they  intended,  whence  the  retreat 
would  continually  become  more  difficult,  and  at  last  impos- 
sible. But  should  the  latter  fall  out,  which  was  most  pro- 
bable, a  procedure  so  bold,  and  so  much  out  of  the  common 
track,  would  naturally  excite  scruples  in  tender  minds,  and 
afford  a  spacious  field  for  invective  and  declamation  to  their 
agents  and  creatures.  They  might  thence  extract  a  [ire- 
text  to  sanctify  or  palliate  future  violences  ;  and,  under  the 
idea  of  chastising  a  breach  of  private  property,  might,  with 
more  appearance  of  justice,  and  with  greater  prospect  of 
success,  proceed  in  their  long  concerted  |ilan  of  despotism. 
They  hoped  to  gain  many  partisans,  both  in  England  and 
America,  wdio,  disgusted  at  a  seeming  outrage  and  act  of 
injustice,  would  be  easily  persuaded  to  view  all  their  mea- 
sures as  entirely  of  a  penal  complexion,  and  designed  only 
to  procure  a  reparation  for  damage  wantonly  committed  on 
our  part.  Hence  they  supposed  our  councils  would  be 
disunited  and  discordant,  our  opposition  feeble,  partial,  and 
tiansilory,  easily  to  be  counteracted  and  overcome  by  atiy 
considerable  exertions  of  vigour  and  perseverance  on  tln'ir 
side. 

These  views  were  subtle  ;  and,  though  the  event  has 
not  been  fully  answerable  to  them,  they  have  obtained  a 
degree  of  success  much  to  be  regretted  by  every  real  friend 
to  this  injured  Country.  It  happened  that  the  tea  sent  to 
Boston  was  the  first  which  arrived  in  America;  and  the 
people,  having  no  other  alternative  but  to  suffer  its  being 
imported  and  the  duty  paid,  or  to  destroy  it,  deemed  the 
latter  course  most  politick  and  safe.  From  all  the  other 
ports  except  Charlcslown,  where  it  was  accidentally  laml- 
ed,  it  was  despatched  immediately  back  to  England. 

This  act,  provoked  by  the  forcible  intrusion  of  an  article 
loaded  with  an  illegal  tax,  was  seized,  with  the  utmost 
avidity,  by  the  ministerial  cabal,  as  a  handle  for  charging 
those  who  perpetrated  it  with  the  most  heinous  and  inex- 
piable guilt.  The  banners  of  vengeance  were  forthuith 
dis|)layed,  anil  fuiious  penalties,  without  the  formality  of  a 
trial,  inflicted,  very  disproportionate  to  the  crime,  even 
supposing  it  to  bo  a  real  one.  The  most  arbitrary  and  ex- 
asperating intentions  were  announced  in  both  Houses  ul 
Parliament,  while  nothing  less  than  bringing  America  to 
his  feet  would  satisfy  the  imperious  Minister.  At  a  single 
stroke,  the  niemurable  Port  Bill  totally  demolished  t'le 
flourisliing  trade  of  the  offending  Town  ;  nor  was  there 
any  room  left  to  avoid  the  evil,  by  making  such  requital 
for  the  injury  done,  as  the  nature  of  it  might  seem  to  de- 
mand. The  conditions  of  the  act  were  loo  rigorous  and 
destructive  to  be  complied  with.  It  required  not  only 
payment  for  the  simple  value  of  the  tea,  which  was  sulii- 
cient,  but  for  the  amount  of  the  duty  upon  it,  an  indefinite 
submission  to  the  law-s  and  authority  of  Parliament,  and 
satisfaction  for  the  losses  that  might  have  been  incurred  by 
the  officers  of  Ilis  ^laje.sty's  customs  and  others  ;  vesting  r-. 
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discretionary  power  in  the  Governour,  ultimately  to  judge 
of  the  sufficiency  of  the  atonement  to  be  made,  and  to 
grant  or  withhold  a  dispensation,  as  he  should  think  best. 

This,  however,  was  not  enough  to  gratify  their  vindic- 
tive race.  At  the  heels  of  it  came  the  act  for  annulling 
the  cliarter  and  altering  the  Government  of  the  Massachu- 
setts—a.  stretch  of  power  that  could  not  be  submitted  to 
without  abandoning  every  idea  of  liberty  and  equity.  To 
change  the  fundamental  constitution  of  any  civil  society  is 
ihe  highest  possible  act  of  sovereignty;  nor  can  it  ever  be 
done,  consistent  with  any  principles  of  freedom,  unless  by 
the  general  will  of  the  community  itself.  The  same  pre- 
tended right  by  which  the  Parliament  has  ventured  to  make 
the  alteration  in  question  would  extend  to  the  abolition  of 
all  our  Governments,  and  to  the  erection  of  the  most  insup- 
portable tyrannies  in  their  stead.  This  would  overthrow 
at  once  all  the  ramparts  of  our  security,  and  leave  us  a 
defenceless  prey  to  a  set  of  men  who,  there  is  a  moral  cer- 
tainty, would  think  it  their  interest  to  oppress  us  by  every 
device  ingenious  rapine  could  invent. 

The  st'range  partiality  of  Administration,  in  these  re- 
spects, discloses  their  designs  in  a  manner  that  must  carry 
conviction  to  every  person  who  is  not  wilfully  blind.  Why 
level  all  their  fury  and  correction  at  Boston  alone  ?  Did 
Rot  all  the  other  Provinces  partake  in  their  guilt,  by  forcing 
back  the  tea,  and  tacitly  approving  of  their  conduct  in  its 
destruction?  Did  not  New-York  act  a  pan,  perhaps  less 
justifiable,  in  the  treatment  of  Captain  Chambers's  tea,  and 
on  that  account  deserve  an  equal  portion  of  punishment  : 
In  spite  of  every  subterfuge  to  the  contrary,  the  most 
natural  answer  to  these  questions  is  this:  the  iMinistry, 
sensible  that  the  principal  impediment  to  their  schemes  lay 
in  the  great  populousness  and  uncomiucrable  spirit  of  liber- 
ty manifested  by  the  JS'eiv-England  Colonies,  and  know- 
ing, also,  that  the  Massachusetts  generally  took  the  lead 
among  them,  concluded  that  the  only  method  to  bring  the 
Aacricans  into  a  state  of  thraldom,  was  to  undermine  and 
evert  their  liberties  where  their  greatest  strength  lay  ;  that, 
m  order  to  this,  it  was  good  policy  to  make  a  particular 
attack,  under  the  notion  of  punishing  a  particular  transgres- 
sion— hoping  by  that  means  to  jirevent  a  sympathy  in  suf- 
ferings, from  a  sense  of  common  danger,  and  to  discourage 
a  cordial  union  and  mutual  support,  in  which  the  safety  of 
our  rights  must  always  consist.  The  penetration  of  the 
Colonists,  in  general,  was  too  great  not  to  perceive  the 
latent  miscliief  through  so  thin  a  veil ;  but  the  bait  was 
swallowed  by  numbers,  who  are  of  less  jealous  and  vigilant 
disposition  than  is  absolutely  necessary  in  a  free  Govern- 
ment. A  ii^w  artful  men  behind  the  curtain,  strengthening 
themselves  with  the  symbols  and  prepossessions  of  party, 
took  occasion,  by  degrees,  to  distemper  the  minds  of  their 
friends  and  associates.  Concealing  their  real  aims,  they 
successfully  played  upon  the  passions  and  prejudices  of 
men  who  were  predisposed  to  consider  them  as  the  oracles 
of  wisdom,  and  to  acquiesce  in  whatever  they  recommend- 
ed. They  first  persuaded  them  to  differ  from  the  rest  of 
their  countrymen  about  the  mode  of  obtaining  the  redress 
of  grievances  by  themselves  allowed  to  exist.  They  next 
taught  them  to  doubt  the  leality  of  those  grievances;  from 
doubt  they  led  them  to  disbelief;  and  at  length  they  have 
convinced  the  silly,  ductile  creatures,  that  they  have  no 
lights  or  privileges  whatsoever,  but  which  are  derived  from 
ilie  gratuitous  indulgence  and  mere  bounty  of  their  bene- 
ficent masters  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantick.  Hence 
those  boisterous  clamours  which  ha\c  been  fulminated,  from 
iirst  to  last,  against  the  restrictions  laiil  on  our  trade,  and 
against  every  other  measure  the  least  tinctured  with  \igour 
or  spirit. 

For  the  sake  of  jircscnt  bicviiy,  I  shall  defer  the  con- 
clusion of  tlic  general  subject  in  hand  to  a  future  paper. 
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ployed  with  success  on  a  recent  occasion,  and  from  the 
obvious  necessity  of  some  Continental  body  to  direct  the 
councils  and  measures  of  the  whole.  So  agreeable  was 
this  to  the  real  or  apparent  sentiments  of  all  men,  that  it 
was  no  sooner  proposed  than  it  received  the  concurrence  of 
every  Colony,  from  Nova-Scotia  to  Georgia.  All  parties, 
without  hesitation  or  scruple,  agreed  in  acknowledging  the 
propriety  of  it,  though  many  since  that,  improved  in  wis- 
dom and  discernment,  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  dis- 
cover that  the  step  was  totally  impoliiick,  illegal,  treason- 
able, rebellious,  and  every  thing  else  that  is  pernicious  and 
terrible. 

Delegates  being  e\ery  where  elected  for  the  purpose, 
the  Congress  assembled  at  thUadclphia,  and  adopted  a  set 
of  measures  which  refiect  the  highest  lustre  upon  their  cha- 
racters, as  men  of  abilities,  integrity,  and  resolution,  and 
will  ensure  them  the  api)lause  and  veneration  of  impartial 
posterity,  whose  decisions  will  be  unbiased  by  the  narrow- 
views  and  interested  jirejudices  which  at  present  darken 
and  warp  the  minds  of  men.  Notwithstanding  the  most 
convincing  experience  of  the  inexorable  disposition  of  his 
counsellors,  they  presented  His  Majesty  with  a  petition, 
couched  in  the  most  dutiful,  cordial,  and  patlietick  terms. 
Redress  froin  that  source  could  not  be  confided  in ;  it  could 
scarcely  even  be  hoped.  Oilier  methods  were  absolutely 
requisite  to  obtain  relief;  and  what  others,  of  a  pacifick 
nature,  could  there  be,  but  restraint  on  our  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  Britain'! 

This  mode  of  opposition  had  the  recommendation  of  two 
successful  experiments,  and  is  supported  by  the  most  sub- 
stantial reasons,  drawn  fiom  the  great  importance  of  our 
trade  in  the  general  sca\e  oi  British  commerce;  an  impor- 
tance which  is  not  imaginary  or  fictitious,  but  founded  on 
the  most  notorious  facts,  and  on  the  testimony  of  the  ablest 
writers  who  have  treated  the  subject,  either  before  or  since 
the  commenceinent  of  the  dispute.  This  mode,  if  faith- 
fully adhered  to,  must,  in  the  end,  prevail,  whatever  may 
be  said  to  the  contrary  by  a  few  ministerial  addressers  and 
letter-writers,  whose  bare  affirmations  can  never  counter- 
vail the  respectable  authorities  above  intimated  ;  and  are, 
besides,  refuted  by  other  representations,  more  to  be  relied 
on,  which  inform  us  there  are  many  and  increasing  appear- 
ances of  distress  arising  from  the  operation  of  our  mea- 
sures. The  Ministry  have  applied  all  the  lenitives  in  their 
])ower  to  heal  the  wounds  given  by  us  to  the  national  re- 
sources ;  but  tliese  are  not  only  incompetent  for  the  pre- 
sent ;  they  must,  from  their  nature,  be  short-lived  and  eva- 
nescent. A  gant;rene  will  speedily  ensue,  and  disorder  the 
whole  political  frame,  unless  some  wiser  physicians  be  found, 
and  timely  remedies,  of  a  more  eflectual  kind,  made  use  of. 
We  have  some  grounds  to  believe  that  Administration 
would,  ere  this,  have  abdicated  their  schemes,  had  they  not 
fondly  imagined  that  our  virtue  would  be  too  frail  to  perse- 
vere long  in  our  self-denying  plan  of  resistance.  In  this 
they  were  encouiaged  by  many  misinformations  from  a  banc! 
of  perfidious  miscreants  among  ourselves,  and  more  espe- 
cially by  the  promised  dereliction  of  the  common  cause,  in 
which  these  expected  to  betray  the  Assembly  of  this  Pro- 
vince.*    From  this  circumstance,  it  was  thought  the  Ami- 
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The  frequent  eftbrts  of  Administration  to  enslave  the 
Colonies  by  general  attacks,  and  their  violent  pi'oceedings 
■.igainst  Massachusetts  in  particular,  instigated  by  the  most 
insidious  and  barbarous  policy,  convinced  all  honest  and 
discerning  men  that  it  was  indispensably  necessary  to  con- 
cert some  regular,  universal  plan  of  opposition  for  the  de- 


ience  and  security  of  our  invaded  rights 
:)f  a  Congress  naturallv  presented  iiself. 
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nistry,  now  encouraged  b3-  tin-  c  itriiu  prospccl. 
disunion,  were  led  to  push  matters  to  extremit_v. 

ininiediato  source  of  those  evils  under  which  wc 
:  slumld  be  aslied  liow  any  persons  could  foretell 

of  futurity,  and  therefore  uncertain,  I  answer, 
jne,  witliout  possessing  any  supernatural  gift  of 
litllc!  pains  to  sound  tlio  private  sentimcnisof  the 
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}kan  Association  would  shortly  be  dissolved,  and  our  oppo-  tion,  is  such  an  insult  to  our  understandings  as  can  entitle 
silion,  of  course,  disconcerted  and  confounded.  These  it  to  nothing  but  the  most  supreme  contempt  on  our  part, 
views  were  seconded  by  a  ridiculous  opinion,  industriously  In  order  to  ascertain  the  true  nature  and  intent  of  this 
jiropagated,  that  the  people  of  this  Continent  were  too  re-  motion,  we  ought  not  to  consult  the  insinuations  contained 
creant  and  ignoble  to  confront  the  myrmidons  o(  Britain,  in  private  letters  fabricated  hy  the  intriguing  tools  of  the 
and  would  tamely  suffer  themselves  to  be  dragooned  out  of  Ministry,  nor  the  fallacious  comments  and  glosses  pretend- 
their  liberties,  if  this  opinion  had  not  been  noised  abroad,  ed  to  be  founded  on  private  explanations  of  his  Lordship, 
with  the  utmost  earnestness  and  confidence,!  could  not  Tiiese  are  but  the  threadbare  arts  of  deception,  the  mere 
liave  suspected  there  were  any  men  such  novices  in  the  legerdemain  of  Court  sharpers.  To  understand  it  aright, 
science  of  human  nature,  as  to  harbour  a  sup|)osition  so  we  must  confine  ourselves  to  the  terms  of  the  proposition 
opposite  to  all  those  natural  and  moral  causes  which  con-  itself,  and  to  the  circumstances  concomitant  with  and  sub- 
spire  to  make  men  brave,  and  which  are  all  eminently  on  sequent  to  it.  If  we  depart  from  these  criterions,  and  yield 
the  side  of  the  Colonists  in  the  present  contest.  our  judgments  to  the  forced  constructions  of  those  whose 

Building  their  future  hopes  on  these  visionary  founda-  aim  and  interest  it  is  to  delude  us,  we  may  indeed  fancy  his 

lions,  our  enemies   resolved   to   pioceed   in   their  ruinous  Lordship's  brat  a  well-favoured  child  ;  but  it  will  be,  never- 

career ;  and  have  exhibited  to  the  world  a  striking  example  theless,  to  the  eye  of  discernment,  no  better  than  a  mon- 

to  what  dangerous  lengths  tlie  folly  and  wickedness  of  men  strous  birth,  whicli,  unless  it  be  exposed  to  perish  in  its 

will   extend,   when   actuated   by  an   insatiable  avidity  for  infancy,  cannot  fail  to  prove  a  scourge  and  nuisance  to  the 

powei'  and  dominion.      New   punitive  statutes  have  been  community. 

devised,  confounding  the  innocent  and  guilly,  even  accord-         The  words  of  the  motion  are  these:  "That  when  the 

ing  to  their  own  conceptions  of  guilt,  in   promiscuous  and  Governour,  Council  and  Assembly,  or  General  Court,  of 

undistinguished  ruin.    The  sword  has  been  wantonly  drawn  any  ot  His  Majesty's   Provinces  or  Colonies  in  America, 

by  them,*  and  the  blood  of  subjects  inhumanly  shed,  for  shall  propose  to  make   provision,  according  to  the  condi- 

no  other  crime  than  an  invincible  adherence  to  the  noblest  tions,  circumstances,   and    situation  of  such   Province  or 

principles  of  liberty,  an  ardent  attachment  to  the  true  spirit  Colony,  for  contributing  their  proportion  towards  the  com- 

of  the  English  Constitution,  and  a  becoming  sense  of  the  mon    defence,    (such    proportion   to  be    raised   under   the 

exalted  privileges  inherited  from  their  ancestors,  who,  un-  authority  of  the  General  Court   or  General   Assembly  of 

a|)palle(l   by  the  dangers  of  unknown  seas,  the   perils  and  such  Province  or  Colony,  and  disposable  by  Parliament,) 

hardships  of  the  solitary  wilderness,  left  their  native  coun-  and  shall  engage  to  make  provision  also  for  the  support  of 

tries,  and  began  settlements  which  promise,  through  ages,  the  civil  Government  and  the  administration  of  justice  in  said 

to  remain  tiie  favourite  abodes  of  knowledge,  religion,  virtue,  Colony,  it  will  be  proper,  if  such  proposal  shall  be  approved 

freedom — every  thing  that  can  adorn  and  dignify  and  fell-  by  His  Majesty  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  for 

citate  the  human  race.  so  long  as  such  provision  shall  be  made  accordingly,  to 

forbear,  in  respect  to  such  Province  or  Colony,  to  levy  any 

duty,  tax,  or  assessment,  or  to  impose  any  further  duty, 

THE  MONITOR,  NO.  \i.^  ^^^^  ^^  assessiiient,  except  only  such  duties  as  it  may  be 

On  Lord  North's  Motion.  expedient  to  impose  for  the  regulation  of  commerce.    The 

So  determined  are  a  certain  herd  of  tame  sequacious  nett  produce  of  the  duties  last  mentioned  to  be  carried  to 
animals  among  us,  to  be  the  humble  followers  of  Adminis-  the  account  of  such  Province  or  Colony,  respectively." 
tration  in  every  step  they  take,  that  it  is  impossible  for  The  obvious  tenor  of  this  proposal  is,  that  we  are  to 
these  to  concert  any  measure,  however  abstud,  injurious,  proffer  supplies  according  to  our  abilities,  and  that  these 
or  oppressive,  in  which  they  will  not  readily  acquiesce,  are  to  be  approved  or  rejected  by  the  Parliament,  at 
with  the  most  profound  and  implicit  deference.  It  seemed  pleasure,  which  is  to  he  the  final  judge  of  their  suffi- 
once  to  be  a  first  principle  with  all,  that  the  Parliament  ciency,  and  of  our  ability  to  grant;  and,  consequently,  its 
has  no  right  to  tax  the  Colonies  ;  and  that  their  claim,  in  will  is  to  be  the  ultimate  standard  of  what  we  are  to  give, 
this  respect,  ought  to  be  opposed,  at  the  utmost  hazard  of  The  reserved  power  of  approving  implies  a  power  of  re- 
life  and  fortune.  But,  at  this  enlightened  season,  many  jecting,  and  of  determining  eventually  how  much,  I  will 
betray  a  servile  disposition,  both  to  acknowledge  the  right  not  say  we  are  to  bestow,  but  how  much  is  to  be  extorted 
and  to  submit  to  the  exercise  of  it,  provided  we  may  be  from  us.  What  is  this  but  taxing  us  in  the  gross  instead 
indulged  with  the  paltry  privilege  of  raising  the  sums  pre-  of  the  detail  ?  Where  is  the  difference  between  demand- 
scribed  to  us  in  tiie  mode  most  ada|)ted  to  our  local  cir-  ing  a  precise  sum  from  us  at  first,  and  requiring  us  to  offer 
cumstances.  This  inclination,  indeed,  is  not  averred  in  till  they  are  satisfied  and  willing  to  accept  ?  Does  not  this 
plain  terms,  but  it  may  be  easily  collected  from  the  favour-  make  the  amount  of  our  contributions  to  rest,  in  the  end, 
able  sentiments  entertained  of  the  motion  made  in  the  last  upon  their  pleasure  and  absolute  decision?  To  say  that 
session  of  Parliament,  usually  known  by  the  false  appella-  vve  tax  ourselves,  when  they  alone  are  at  last  to  judge  how 
tion  of  Lord  North's  conciliatory  proposition — a  motion,  much  they  will  have  from  us,  and  to  what  purposes  they 
the  palpable  design  of  which,  by  every  rule  of  interpreta-  will  appropriate  it,  is  a  contradiction  in  terms,  an  impudent 
...       ..             „     ,,       J  L     ,1       ■     .1   1 .1  affront  to  common  sense.     If  there  be  any  difference  be- 

*  It  IS  pretty  generally  allowed,  by  all  panics,  that  the  war  was  com.  ,.  ,,  ...  ^,  .-'  ^ 

inenced  by  the  British  soldiery,  though  there  are  a  few  so  blindly  partial  tweeu  this  and  the  requisition  ol  a  determinate  sum  at  first, 

a-j  1m  ,:ii,'.ii,,n  ii,  ;iiul  pretend  the  contrary.  Among  a  frreat  variety,  the  the  disadvantage  is  on  the  side  of  the  present  mode.    Were 

I..!'  -  in  .    Ml   -'nations  vviU  suffice  to  put  the  matter  beyond  a  doubt.  y,Q  apprized  with  certainty  of  what  is  expected  from  us,  we 

1  I,     1:  1  I rije  the  Provincials  with  firm;;  hrst;  the  Provincials  ,        ,' ,'  ,  ■  -i  i  i      .    .■  u-  i 

t,,.ii   .  ill.  K  .li.irs  with  the  same.    The  tbrmor  support  their  charo-o  should  have  some  Visible  and  Stationary  object  to  regulate 

in  Mini. iL- aiiuniaiion;  the  latterbymany  solid  ;.iH'i!:n-i<  ■:  i.miiii^r  which  our  conduct  by  ;   we  might  examine  whether  it  would  be 

are  a  lew  lium  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  otin  i    ■    ■     v^         i    taken  gur  interest  to  purchase  peace  at  the  known  price  demand- 
prisoners.     It  would  be  cruel  and  unpist  to  suiiii        ;       1      ,      ,,iilshad  ,         ,  .■. ■  i     ■  i  i  ,•    ■  i     • 

either  forged  or  extorted  these,  because  it  w.i miv  ,,  o mee  of  ^d  ;   the  conditions   being  clear  and  explicit  on  their  part, 

treachery  of  which  there  is  no  reason  to  suspeei  thiiii  c.ip.iiile;  but  it  \ve  might  Comply  witll    Uiore    safety  OU  Ours.       But,  as  the 

cannot  be  supposed,  because  there  has  been  an  cxciiange  of  i)risoners,  matter  now  Stands,  we  should  be  in  quest  of  a  mere  plian- 

and  the  imposture,  if  there  was  any,  would  h.ave  been  detected  and  .  •    ,  ,  •  i  •  -.1        , 

exposed,  which  has  not  been  done.    Aluieovcr,  when  enntendi.,-  parties  tO™  5    ^^."^  ""S'"  Pl'opose  again  and    again.  Without  SUCCesS  ; 

assert  diflVTent  thiij  .  f ';   mi.:  v  ■•  : .  i  .  -I;-    ,, ,  i  v,  ii  i ,  i !.   u  ii'i  lies,  is  and  while  we  were  made  the  sport  oi  fruitless  delusive  ne- 

to  .•xamme  on  Willi  i,  ,i.     i  ,  i  pioba-  gotiations,  penal  laws  and  military  force  would  be  gaining 

l'!i'-' iii.ioiiiv  iiiir  .  I'm.   :  ;i        i  ,      '       in  riMvineiais  sucli  ground  upon  US,  as  might  enable  our  enemies  to  exact 

ti,  ,  ,1.  ill  I  ,i     ,,| '         i;  \\  unld  not  this  be  Submissions  Still  uiofe  Unreasonable  and  ignominious. 

•■''■         '  II  ■  i.  lobe  supposed?         The  genuine  nature  of  tliis  beneficent  plan  may  be  well 

'mi.m' I  V'lL'     I      1.'   I  I,;.,'..  I    ,1  ,  i.  I'lunnSebo'dy,'  illustrated  by  the  following  supposed  incident.      A  robber 

uiihMiii  III  111  ■  ii  ii  ,  I  11  I  '  meets  a  traveller  upon  the  highway,  and,  with  a  pistol  at 

1'"'""""  '!',  '     ',,     '       '  '  ','  "le  fact  really  his  breast,  demands  his  money  fi'om  him  On  pain  of  death. 

m'ii  M  kiii'  'ii'm  111  ii,  I      M       '         ,  .  ■  lo  thei"owiiVc!  The  honest  man  remonstrates  against  the  injustice  and  cru- 

couut'j  w^iii  M    I    I'M      '  M,:,,-    II       ,  iMi  iM  ,i,,i,oy  the  elty  of  taking  away,  by  force,  what  lie  has  earned  by  hard 

magaziiii    I  ,i     ,\         |m  _  ;i,,       ,,    ,,;  w,    .:r,i,i,seits,  labour  and  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  and  what  he  is  in  fact 

thruib'--  ■■■    iM    1    :     I  .     .1       Ml     ,,,,.,,!.   iiiii  iM  i.M^'t' amil  ^^ry  little  able  to  spare.     "  Well,  replies  the  ruffian,  as  I 

by  arms.  ...  .  ^^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^j-  [jq|.|q|j|.  gj.,j   generosity,  and   you  are  my  fol 
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iow-creature,  I  should  wisli  to  indulge  you  as  far  as  is  con- 
sistent with  ray  own  exigencies.  Something  1  must  have, 
and  something  considerable  :  but  I  will  leave  it  to  yourself 
to  offer  what  you  can  spare  in  your  present  circumstances. 
I  will  require  no  particular  sum,  but,  notwithstanding,  I 
must  advise  you  to  be  liberal ;  for,  let  me  tell  you,  it  is  my 
business  to  judge  whether  your  offers  are  reasonable  or 
not,  and  1  will  compel  you  to  give  me  what  1  think  you 
ought." 

From  the  internal  structure  of  the  motion,  I  proceed  to 
its  exterior  appendages;  and  from  Lord  North's  own  decla- 
rations on  the  occasion,  I  infer  his  real  design  with  inlallible 
certainty.  In  the  course  of  the  debate  he  asserts,  that  it 
is  no  conceding  proposition,  nor  any  diminution  of  the  au- 
thority of  Parliament,  but  rather  a  confirmation  of  it :  That 
the  taxing  power  is  still  retained  in  the  hands  of  that  body, 
and  to  be  exercised  entirely  at  its  own  discretion  :  That 
we  are  only  to  be  indulged  in  the  mode,  which,  provided  a 
substantial  supply  be  obtained,  ought  to  be  left  with  us, 
upon  motives  of  mutual  convenience:  That  this  is,  at 
length,  placing  the  matter  upon  a  solid  foundation — a  dis- 
pute for  revenue — not  an  idle  punclilious  controversy  on 
principles  of  abstract  right:  That  the  benefits  of  com- 
merce between  Britain  and  the  Colonies  are  reciprocal, 
and  so  nearly  upon  a  par  as  to  leave  us  little  claim  of 
exemption  from  an  equal  portion  of  taxes  with  the  people 
at  home,  on  account  of  the  confinement  of  our  trade;  con- 
sequently, after  a  trifling  allowance  for  the  balance  that 
may  be  against  us,  reason  and  equity  require  that  we  should 
contribute  full  as  much  in  taxes  as  they  :  Tiiat  no  relaxa- 
tion is  to  take  place  in  the  coercive  operations,  cither  by 
restrictive  statutes  or  military  chastisement ;  and  that  our 
submission  to  the  terms  here  presented  is  to  be  the  condi- 
tion on  which  our  allegiance  shall  be  accepted.* 

This  his  Lordship  alhrms  is  the  ultimatum,  the  utmost 
favour  we  aie  to  expect,  though  he  confesses  himsell  sen- 
sible that  the  proposition  will  not  be  relished  by  the  Ame- 
ricans in  general ;  but  if  only  one  Colony  should  submit, 
his  purpose  would  be  answered,  because,  one  link  of  the 
chain  being  broken,  the  whole  must  necessarily  fall  into 
pieces.  This  separation,  he  says,  would  restore  the  Em- 
])ire  ;  and  divide  et  impcra  is  a  maxim  never  held  unfair 
or  unwise  in  Government.  He  takes  occasion  to  encourage 
the  people  to  patience  and  resignation  under  their  tempo- 
rary sutfeiings,  from  the  sudden  interruption  and  decay  of 
trade  and  the  infelicities  of  war,  by  holding  out  the  flatter- 
ing prospect  of  a  large  revenue,  to  be  raised  upon  us,  for 
the  relief  of  their  burdens ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  animate 
the  soldiery  to  a  full  exertion  of  their  native  valour  and 
intrepidity,  by  informing  them  that  they  are  not  to  draw 
their  swords  and  imbrue  their  bands  in  blood,  fur  a  vain 
pliantoni,  or  empty  point  of  honour,  but  for  a  substantial 
and  durable  benefit  to  their  Country. 

Without  waiting  to  see  the  success  of  his  experiment, 
scarce  allowing  us  time  to  receive  the  intelligence  of 
iiis  proposal,  with  a  precipitant  temerity  that  marks  the 
savage  inhumanity  of  his  heart,  he  gives  the  fatal  word 
to  open  the  dismal  theatre  of  war,  and  begin  the  horrid 
tragedy;  as  if  in  haste  to  evince  the  sincerity  of  his  pro- 
fessed resolution  to  compel  us  to  be  slaves. 

\Vhat  shall  we  think  of  such  a  motion,  attended  with 
such  dark  circumstances?  Considered  in  itself,  examined 
in  conjunction  with  the  Minister's  own  explications,  and 
with  his  desperate  conduct  since,  does  this  uncomely  jiro- 
geny  of  his  possess  a  single  feature  or  lineament  of  peace 
and  reconciliation?  Does  it  not  ratlier  wear  the  aspect  of 
treachery,  insult,  and  tyrannick  violence,  and  call  for  our 
resentment  much  more  than  our  countenance  or  approba- 
tion? 

It  frequently  excites  both  my  laughter  and  spleen  to 
hear  men  gravely  calling  this  a  conciliatory  proposition,  a 
fair  ground  for  negotiation,  and  the  like.  If  his  good  Lord- 
slii|)  intended  it  so,  he  certainly  took  a  most  ungracious 
method  to  recommend  it  to  us  ;  and  if  we  are  credulous 
enough  to  believe  it  such,  we  must  take  our  opinion  upon 
hypothesis  and  trust.  We  may,  indeed,  discover  the  faci- 
lity and  extent  of  our  faith,  but  not  the  acuteness  or  depth 
of  our  penetration.     For  my  part,  as  I  have  not  so  much 

-  Tho  reader  will  find  all  that  is  here  niciilionod,  witlioiit  the  l<'ast 
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credulity  in  my  composition  as  may  incline  me  to  credit 
the  vague  suggestions  of  any  man  in  opposition  to  the 
natural  appearances  of  things,  I  must  opine  that  there  is 
nothing  conciliatory  in  this  motion,  except  it  be  in  the 
name.  I  can  view  no  proposal  as  tending  to  accommodate 
and  reconcile,  unless  it  possess  these  two  characteristicks — 
a  considerable  approach  towards  those  terms  we  may,  with 
justice  to  ourselves,  accept;  and  an  intermission  of  all  co- 
ercive, com|)ulsory  proceedings.  These  alone  can  testify 
a  serious  design  of  pacification  in  our  enemies,  and  can 
make  it  honourable  or  politick  in  us  to  regard  their  over- 
tures. The  resolution  in  question  is  at  such  an  infiniie 
d-stance  from  any  thing  we  can  embrace,  and  is  clothed 
in  such  a  menacing  hostile  garb,  that  it  clearly  evinces  the 
most  unfriendly  dispo'^ition,  and  claims  nothing  from  us  hut 
the  most  contemptuous  inaltention. 


THE  MONITOU,  NO.   VII. 

In  publick  exigencies  there  is  hardly  any  thing  more  pre- 
judicial than  excessive  caution,  timidity,  and  dilatoriness ; 
as  there  is  nothing  more  beneficial  than  vigour,  enterprise, 
and  expedition.  When  the  former  qualities  |)revail  in  the 
conduct  of  affairs,  during  the  tempest  of  State,  we  see 
none  but  weak  and  irresolute  counsels,  [iroductive  of  plans 
and  measures  slow  in  their  execution,  and  insignificant  in 
their  consequences.  Every  proposal,  whether  trivial  or 
important,  is  perplexed  w  ith  endless  debates ;  however 
obvious  its  propriety,  still  it  must  be  examined  in  every 
light,  must  undergo  the  nicest  dissection,  and  each  meiti- 
ber  of  it  be  viewed  with  the  most  scrupulous  precision. 
If  it  may  be  attended  with  difficulties,  these,  though  little 
more  than  mole  hills  in  themselves,  appear,  through  the 
microscopic  medium  of  fear,  to  be  inaccessible  mountains. 
The  creative  eye  of  coward  caution  multiplies  difficulties, 
and  fancies  it  sees  a  thousaml  obstacles  and  inconveni- 
ences which  have  no  real  existence.  Undertakings  the 
most  necessary  and  likely  to  succeed,  are  rejected  for  the 
bare  possibility  of  failure,  and  of  some  mischievous  eflects 
which  may  chance  to  result  from  them.  The  attention, 
engrossetl  with  a  multitude  of  inmiediate  minute  objects, 
is  incapable  of  extending  to  any  comprehensive  views,  and 
the  mind  is  too  feeble  to  embrace  any  lofty  or  hazardous 
projects,  notwithstanding  the  prosperity  of  publick  con- 
ceins  may  absolutely  require  them.  In  a  word,  nothing 
wise,  provident,  manly,  or  decisive,  is  to  be  expected  ;  a 
scandalous  remissness,  imbecility,  and  inaction,  character- 
ize the  general  current  of  affairs. 

When  the  latter  ingredients  preponderate,  we  see  bold 
designs  concerted  with  becoming  resolution,  and  executed 
with  answerable  firmness  and  success.  We  behold  active 
counsels,  seconded  by  a  promptitude  in  execution.  De- 
liberation is  indulged  within  proper  bomids,  and  propor- 
tioned to  the  nature  of  the  business.  Danger  is  encoun- 
tered, obstacles  are  levelled,  resources  provided,  remote 
jierils  are  foreseen  with  calm  intrepidity,  and  prepared 
against  with  a  proper  degree  of  self-possession,  which  is 
ever  fruitful  of  expedients ;  they  are  not  regarded  with  in- 
decent terror  and  despondency,  nor  vainly  avoided  by  an 
unavailing  flight.  Activity  and  ioriitude  arc  the  verv  life 
of  great  ex|)loits,and  can  alone  produce  security  in  perilous 
and  stormy  times. 

I  would  not  be  understood  to  censure  a  due  degree  of 
prudent  calmness  and  circumspection,  nor  to  recommend 
precipitancy  and  rashness.  I  am  sensible  of  the  necessity  of 
the  former, and  of  tho  destructive  tendency  of  the  latter;  but 
1  would  wi-h  to  explode  that  strange  perversion  of  ideas  and 
terms  by  which  men  are  led  to  make  the  name  of  prudence 
a  sanction  for  cowardice,  or  something  worse.  I  would 
desire  to  impress  this  sentiment,  that  supineness  and  indo- 
lence, when  war  thunders  at  our  gates,  is  inconsistent  with 
[)ru(lence,  which  dictates  the  use  of  the  means  best  adapt- 
ed to  evci'v  occasion  ;  that  it  is  one  thing  to  fold  our  arms 
and  sluiidjer,  while  the  lawless  robber  is  plundering  our 
habitations,  and  another  to  take  those  discreet,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  resolute  methods  which  are  best  adapted  to 
resist  his  attempts.  In  a  state  of  hostility,  I  esteem  it  the 
truest  wisdom  to  be  diligent,  prompt,  and  enterprising;  to 
strain  every  sinew  in  warlike  preparations;  to  search  out 
every  expedient,  and  seize  every  opportunity  of  strengtli- 
ening   ourselves,   and    materially    weakening   the   enemv. 
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Temerity  consists  in  prosecuting  such  wild  schemes  as 
have  Httle  probabihty  of  success ;  or  which,  though  suc- 
cessful, could  not  compensate  for  the  inconveniences 
through  which  they  were  pursued,  or  were  like  to  he,  in 
their  consequences,  productive  of  much  more  detriment 
than  solid  advantage.  To  these  I  would  give  my  hearty 
negative;  but  where  there  is  an  object  of  moment  in  view, 
where  there  is  a  likelihood  of  success,  and  much  to  be 
gained  by  it,  we  ought  not  to  be  deterred  at  the  prospect 
of  ditriculty  and  danger,  nor  effeminately  shrink  from  every 
enterprise,  as  impracticable,  which  is  not  to  he  accomplish- 
ed but  with  trouble  and  hazard. 

Here  I  perceive  many  will  be  ready  to  ask,  with  an  air 
pf  triumph,  will  not  these  daring  measures  have  a  direct 
tendency  to  exasperate  and  inflame  ?  Will  they  not  rouse 
the  national  pride  of  Britain,  and  bring  the  united  resent- 
ment of  the  Ministry  and  people  upon  us?  Will  they  not 
provoke  the  tremendous  Aorth,  that  second  Jupiter,  to 
exhaust  his  magazine  of  thunderbolts  at  our  devoted  heads, 
and,  in  a  flood  of  vengeance,  destroy  us  from  the  face  of 
the  earth,  as  happened  to  the  rebellious  giants  of  old?  I 
answer,  though  I  am  far  from  thinking  this  terrestrial  Jupi- 
Icr  omnipotent,  even  when  assisted  with  his  awfid  synod 
of  demigods,  the  Parliament,  yet,  if  1  thought  him  pos- 
sessed of  any  share  of  the  justice  and  benignity  which  are 
ascribed  to  the  celestial  Thunderer,  I  should  be  very  loth 
to  offend  him,  and  should  hold  it  safer  to  court  his  favour 
than  to  defy  his  resentment.  But  as  1  believe  there  is 
little  of  the  divinity  in  him,  in  those  respects,  I  esteem  it 
necessary  to  set  him  at  defiance,  and  to  be  prepared  for  the 
worst  effects  of  his  rage  and  animosity;  or,  to  speak  in 
plainer  terms,  1  am  of  oinnion  the  Ministry  must  be  driven 
from  the  post  they  have  occupied,  or  they  will  never  leave 
it  till  they  have  completed  our  ruin.  While  it  is  tenable, 
they  will  certainly  hold  it;  reputation,  interest,  personal 
safetv — every  motive  concurs  to  impel  them  to  persever- 
ance. Their  conduct  cannot  be  imputed  to  inconsiderate- 
ness  or  mistake,  but  is  plainly  the  result  of  deliberate 
tyranny.  They  were  well  admonished  of  the  temper  of 
the  Colonies,  of  the  infinite  dilficulty  of  carrying  the  point 
of  taxation.  Two  striking  examples  were  before  them  of 
fruitless  endeavours  to  impose  the  claim  ;  in  contempt  of 
past  experience,  in  defiance  of  the  opposition  to  be  expect- 
ed from  us,  they  resolved  to  make  another  trial.  They 
have  outgone  their  predecessors  in  the  essay,  and  have 
]iroceeded  to  the  last  extremity — an  appeal  to  the  sword. 
They  have  advanced  too  far  to  retreat,  without  equal  in- 
famy and  danger;  tlieir  honour,  their  credit,  their  exist- 
ence as  Ministers,  perhaps  their  life  itself,  depend  upon 
their  success  in  the  present  undertaking.  When  these 
things  are  considered,  what  reasonable  man  can  doubt  that 
we  ouaht  to  expect  the  worst  their  circumstances  will  em- 


powei 


them  to  inflict,  and  that  the  shortest  road  to  an 


accommodation  is  to  convince  them  they  are  unable  to 
effectuate  their  design  ? 

The  scheme  of  conduct  I  recommend  supposes  that  a 
deliberate  plan  has  been  formed  in  the  cabinet  to  enslave 
the  Colonies — that  is,  to  bring  them  under  unlimited  sub- 
jection to  the  Parliament.  If  this  be  admitted,  the  infe- 
rence is  unavoidable,  that  men  who  were  capable  of  form- 
ins  such  a  design,  would  not  scruple  to  use  the  means 
necessary  for  its  accomplishment.  That  when  they  deter- 
mined to  divest  us  of  our  liberties,  they  consequently  de- 
termined to  take  every  method  proper  to  effect  it.  That 
as  they  have  unsheathed  the  sword,  they  have  thereby 
testified  an  opinion  that  the  sword  is  a  fit  instrument  for 
their  purpose,  and  have  given  us  all  possible  reason  to  be- 
lieve they  will  use  it  so  long  as  they  have  any  hope  of  suc- 
ceeding by  it.  That  as  they  have  already  shown  a  dispo- 
sition the  most  malignant  and  hostile  imaginable  towards 
us,  we  have  nothing  to  look  for  from  their  justice  or  cle- 
mency, but  may  expect  all  the  mischief  they  shall  think  it 
their  interest  to  do  us,  in  prosecution  of  their  favourite 
plan.  That  therefore  we  need  not  fear  to  irritate  or  pro- 
voke them,  but  should  exert  every  faculty  to  build  a  wall 
of  adamant  about  our  invaded  rights,  which  may  serve  to 
blunt  the  edge  of  their  uplifted  weapon,  or  retort  it  with 
redoubled  fury  upon  their  own  breasts. 

As  to  the  supposed  danger  of  incensing  the  nation  against 
us,  by  vigorous  measures,  I  believe  it  to  be  entirely  ill- 
founded.     That  their  present  inclinations  are  propitious  to 


America,  may  be  fairly  gathered  from  the  following  conside- 
rations, selected  from  many  more:  1.  It  may  naturally 
be  presumed  that  they  approve  in  us  the  same  erect  spirit 
of  liberty  for  which  themselves  have  ever  been  distin- 
guished. 2.  The  principals  in  the  opposition  to  the  pre- 
sent Administration  have  always  been  the  most  popular 
men  in  the  Kingdom,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  they 
lead  the  sentiments  of  the  people  in  the  important  question 
of  the  day.  3.  The  City  of  London,  which  has  been  con- 
stantly known  to  direct  the  national  opinion,  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  our  behalf.  4.  By  various  accounts  there 
appears  to  be  great  difficulty  to  enlist  men  to  fight  against 
us,  insomuch  that  the  Ministry  are  constrained  to  give  par- 
ticular encouragement  to  the  Papists,  who  alone  seem  in- 
clined to  the  service. 

In  this  case,  the  people  will  not  regard  the  ministerial 
cause  as  their  own.  Their  pride  will  be  in  no  wise  wound- 
ed by  the  disappointment  and  defeat  of  men  who  are  odious 
to  themselves;  but  they  will  rather  rejoice  in  it,  and  ap- 
plaud the  instruments.  Their  generous  natures  will  he 
captivated  with  the  gallant  exertions  of  their  fellow-subjects, 
and  they  will  be  ready  to  make  every  allowance  for  the 
necessity  of  our  situation. 

But  let  us  admit  that  the  hope  of  relief,  from  the  power 
of  taxing  us,  has  obliterated  every  other  sentiment,  and 
has  induced  the  people  in  general  to  unite  in  a  common 
cause  with  the  Ministry;  the  same  inducement  will  incite 
them  to  second  all  the  views  of  their  imagined  benefactors 
to  bring  us  under  subjection.  We  must  then  look  upon 
them  as  enemies,  who  are  willing  to  do  us  all  the  injury  they 
can,  and  should  be  indefatigable  in  putting  ourselves  in  a 
posture  of  defence. 

On  the  whole,  if  we  are  wise,  it  will  be  the  first  article 
in  our  political  creed,  that  our  oppressors  will  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  carry  their  point,  and  despoil  us  of 
our  privileges.  This,  the  whole  tenor  of  their  treatment 
clearly  denotes.  The  consequence  will  be,  that  we  shall 
leave  nothing  undone  which  may  conduce  to  the  obstruc- 
tion of  their  progress,  and  to  the  discomfiture  of  their  op- 
pressive designs. 

Nothing  hut  superlative  folly  will  occasion  us  to  neglect 
any  expedient  for  fortifying  our  opposition,  on  the  preca- 
rious and  ill-grounded  hope  of  prevailing  by  more  gentle 
methods.  The  times  are  too  serious  and  urgent  to  ad- 
mit of  trifling  and  procrastination.  Too  much  is  at  stake 
to  trust  any  thing  to  the  equity  and  forbearance  of  men 
who  have  proved  themselves  to  be  destitute  of  those  qua- 
lities. Every  moment  is  precarious,  and  calls  aloud  for 
improvement.  The  general  complexion  of  affairs  demands 
activity,  vigilance,  and  resolution.  Let  us  beware,  lest, 
while  we  amuse  ourselves  with  a  vain  expectation  that  our 
enemies  may  relent,  and  come  to  an  amicable  settlement, 
they  may  be  plying  every  engine  of  war,  and  may  find  us, 
at  the  critical  juncture,  in  an  unpiepared  and  defenceless 
condition. 


THE    MONITOR,  NO.    VIII. 

On  the  conduct  of  the  Tories. 

The  dignity  and  meanness  of  human  nature  never  ap- 
pear so  conspicuously  as  in  times  of  publick  danger  and 
distress.  In  the  calm  of  life  there  are  many  latent  he- 
roick  virtues  which  have  no  opportunity  to  display  them- 
selves, but  which,  when  the  scene  is  overcast  with  the 
clouds  of  adversity,  burst  forth  with  a  dazzling  brilliancy, 
and  seize  the  admiration  of  mankind  ;  as,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  true  characters  of  men  are  apt  to  be  disguised  by  many 
specious  artifices,  and  embellished  with  many  gilded  ap- 
pearances, which,  when  the  storm  rises,  are  dissipated  and 
lost,  and  leave  thein  exposed  in  all  their  native  deformity: 
we  are  then  at  the  same  time  charmed  with  the  most  mag- 
nificent virtues,  and  shocked  with  the  blackest  vices  of  the 
human  heart. 

The  conduct  of  far  the  greatest  part  of  my  countrymen, 
amid  the  fiery  trial  in  which  we  are  now  engaged,  affords 
abundant  matter  for  panegyrick,  and,  if  persisted  in  with 
steady  uniformity,  will  be  a  bright  example  for  the  imita- 
tion, and  a  prolifick  theme  for  the  praises  of  future  ages. 
I  wish,  for  the  honour  of  humanity,  the  same  encomium 
could  be  extended  without  exception  ;  but  it  is  a  melan- 
choly truth   that   the  behaviour  of  many  among  us  mighf 
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serve  as  the  severest  satire  upon  the  species.  It  has  been 
a  compound  of  inconsistency,  falsehood,  cowardice,  selfish- 
ness, and  dissimulation.  Froteus  like,  they  have  been  in 
continual  change;  have  borrowed  what  shapes  and  assumed 
what  forms  they  found  convenient  to  promote  their  sinister 
purposes.  The  most  charitable  construction  to  be  put 
upon  their  conduct  is,  tiiat  they  have  had  no  system,  and 
have  been  at  perpetual  variance  with  themselves  ;  the  most 
natural  is,  that  they  have  been  consistent  only  in  a  hypo- 
critical concealment  of  their  real  principles  and  intentions. 
There  is  no  alternative  but  to  suppose  that,  while  they  have 
been  exclaimini,'  against  anarchy  in  the  state,  they  have 
been  the  unhappy  victims  of  an  intellectual  chaos,  a  total 
confusion  of  understanding,  which  has  obstructed  the  ope- 
rations of  common  sense,  and  tossed  them  at  random  upon 
the  waves  of  caprice,  liable  to  be  driven  about  by  every 
gust  of  ministerial  intrigue  ;  or  that  they  have  only  artfully 
diversified  the  means  to  one  great  end — the  ruin  of  their 
Country  ;  making  the  service  of  the  Ministry  their  supreme 
good,  and  resolving  to  conform  all  their  actions  to  the  most 
perfect  standard  of  submission. 

It  would  be  too  arduous  a  task  to  follow  these  versatile 
beings  through  all  theii-  mean  doublings  and  intricate  wind- 
ings, or  to  depicture  them  particularly  under  that  infinite 
varieiv   of  disguises  they    have    worn  on    diflerent   occa- 


But  I  may  give  a  sketch  of  the  principal  traits  of  their 
character,  and  I  doubt  not  the  bare  outlines  of  tiie  portrait 
will  be  sufticient  to  excite  disgust  and  abhorrence  in  every 
manly  breast.  Happy  should  1  be,  could  the  faithful  repre- 
sentation reanimate  some  expiring  remains  of  virtue  in  tlie 
bosoms  of  tlie  self-degraded  originals,  and  prevail  with 
them  to  feel  the  guilt,  the  littleness,  the  infamy  of  forget- 
ting they  are  men. 

In  order  to  have  an  adequate  idea  of  their  conduct 
during  this  last  interesting  period,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
recollect  the  part  they  sustained  in  former  transactions, 
which  will  serve  as  a  foil  or  contrast  to  that,  and  will  show 
them  in  a  point  of  light  ti'uly  ridiculous  and  contempt- 
ible. 

The  very  men  who  have  now  luckily  fallen  into  such  a 
])leasant  dream  of  loyalty  and  obedience,  in  the  time  of 
the  Stamp  Act,  were  most  of  them  "  patriots  of  distin- 
guished note;"  the  most  vociferous  clamorers  for  liberty 
and  property;  the  life  and  soul  of  mobs;  the  leaders  in  all 
the  valorous  exploits  of  plebeian  phrensy,such  as  parading 
the  streets  with  effigies,  pulling  down  houses,  tarring  and 
feathering,  and  the  like.  In  a  word,  they  did  not  scruple 
in  those  days  to  run  headlong  into  practices  much  more 
wanton  and  disorderly  than  any  that  have  happened  in  the 
couiseofour  present  struggle,  which  has  been  managed 
with  singular  decency,  regularity,  and  prudence. 

They  then  thought  it  no  treason,  no  mortal  sin,  no  Re- 
publican or  Presbyterian  contrivance,  to  form  a  Continen- 
tal Congress;  to  petition  and  remonstrate  w^ith  spirit  and 
I'recdoni ;  to  deny  the  right  of  taxation  claimed  and  exer- 
cised by  the  Parliament;  to  enter  into  agreements  for  the 
restiiction  of  commerce;  to  act  in  every  respect  with  suit- 
able vigour  and  resolution.  They  did  not  tremble  at  the 
sound  of  Ministerial  vengeance;  neither  were  ihey  afraid 
to  adopt  any  decisive  measure,  because  it  might  tend  to 
irritate,  to  widen  the  breach,  to  throw  an  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  peace  and  reconciliation,  and  the  rest  of  the  trite 
nonsense,  the  product  of  these  exuberant  times.  The  con- 
tracted views  of  party,  the  sordid  motives  of  ambition  and 
avarice,  had  not  then  taken  such  firm  hold  on  their  minds 
as  they  have  since.  They  felt  the  force  of  reason,  listened 
to  its  dictates,  and  co-operated  in  the  necessary  means  of 
bringing  speedy  relief  to  their  Country. 

\Vhat  a  miserable  reverse  do  we  now  behold  !  These 
mighty  champions  for  the  liberty  of  their  Country  have 
dwindled  into  a  puny  tribe  of  V(jluntary  slaves.  They 
have  meanly  abandoned  the  lofiy  ground  they  formerly 
stood  upon,  and  are  contented  to  become  obsequious  de- 
pendants on  the  bounteous  indulgence  of  a  desjiotick  Min- 
istry and  venal  Parliament  for  all  they  possess.  While 
Administration,  in  pursuance  of  an  open  claim  of  unbound- 
ed authority  over  us,  are  driving  us,  as  far  as  lies  in  their 
power,  to  the  brink  of  perdition  ;  while  they  are  practising 
all  the  violences,  as  well  as  the  refinements  of  destruction. 


against  us,  with  an  avowed  intention  to  compel  us  to  con- 
tribute as  much  as  they  think  proper  to  the  expenses  of 
the  Empire,  or  rather  to  the  maintenance  of  parasites  and 
minions,  these  shameless  apostates  are  not  simply  inactive 
in  the  defence  of  their  (Country:  they  are  industrious  in 
promoting  the  views  of  its  enemies ;  they  are  continually 
using  all  the  arts  of  cunning  and  deceit  to  propagate  the 
contagion  of  disaffection,  to  damp  the  zeal  and  ardour  of 
their  countrymen,  and  to  discredit  every  method  which 
is  devised  for  the  preservation  of  our  common,  essential 
rights;  they  have  condemned  those  very  princijiles  and 
measures  for  which  themselves  were  once  the  foremost 
advocates.  Let  them  not  presume  to  jusiifv  their  incon- 
sistencies by  the  subtleties  of  sophistry.  Their  own  con- 
sciences must  contradict  the  language  of  their  tongues, 
and,  whatever  they  may  vainly  flatter  themselves,  it  is  im- 
possible for  them  to  impose  their  flimsy  apology  ui)on  any 
but  the  most  vulgar  and  ignorant ;  men  of  sense  easily 
detect  the  fallacy  of  their  superficial  pretences. 

In  conse(juence  of  the  violent  attacks  made  upon  the 
Province  of  Massachusttts,  all  men  were  surprised  and 
alarmed.  The  necessity  of  a  Congress  was  universally 
allowed.  The  Committee  which  was  Ibrmed  here,  for  hold- 
ing a  correspondence  and  concerting  measures  with  the 
other  Colonies,  was  chiefly  composed  of  the  persons  who 
are  at  this  time  principals  in  the  opposition.  Delegates 
were  nominated  and  elected  under  their  influence,  and  they 
bound  themselves,  by  all  the  ties  of  honour  and  patriotism, 
to  abide  by  the  decisions  of  the  Congress. 

They  professed  at  tliat  time  to  agree  in  these  leading 
principles :  that  the  Parliament  has  no  right  to  tax  the 
Colonies;  that  the  duty  upon  tea,  being  for  the  express 
purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  was  a  tax  upon  us,  therefore 
illegal  and  unconstitutional  ;  that  the  attempt  to  introduce 
it  among  us,  encumbered  with  such  an  illegal  duty,  indi- 
cated a  revived  intention  to  enslave  us;  that  the  alteration 
of  the  Massachusetts  Charter  was  an  unwarrantable  act  of 
power,  calculated  to  establish  a  precedent  dangerous  in  the 
extreme  to  all  the  privileges  oi  America  ;  and  that,  what- 
ever might  be  the  ostensible  motive,  the  real  design  was 
much  more  than  barely  to  puni>li  an  outrage  on  private 
pioperty.  In  a  word,  that  all  the  late  Ministerial  proceed- 
ings were  to  the  last  degree  alarming,  and  could  not  be 
quietly  submitted  to  without  endangering  all  our  dearest 
rights  and  privileges. 

Yet  even  then  there  were  some  pecidiarities  that  dis- 
criminated the  party.  There  were  symptoms  of  luke- 
warmness  in  their  behaviour,  which  produced  no  small 
susjiicion  of  their  sincerity.  They  seemed,  as  they  still 
continue  to  be,  averse  from  all  vigorous  measures,  and  de- 
sirous to  confine  their  opposition  to  the  absurd  mode  of 
petition  and  remonstrance.  It  was,  with  reason,  thought 
not  a  little  extraordinary,  that  they  should  be  so  entirely 
engrossed  in  a  mode  which  repeated  experiments  had 
proved  was  disregarded  and  fruitless;  and  which  now,  less 
than  ever,  could  be  relied  on,  not  only  from  past  experience 
of  its  ineflicacy,  but  from  this  odious  consideration,  that 
every  fresh  attempt  rendered  the  arbitrary  designs  of  the 
cabinet  more  apparent,  and  aflbrded  a  stronger  argument 
that  the  subversion  of  all  our  liheities  had  been  resolved 
on,  and  consequently  that  I'cdress  was  less  to  be  expected 
from  the  simple  force  of  complaint  and  solicitation. 

WIk'U  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress  apjieared,  thev 
murmured  against  the  adoption  oi  \he  Suffolk  Resolves, and 
some  other  less  considerable  matters;  but  the  Association, 
which  was  the  mainspring  of  our  opposition,  they  declared 
themselves  ready  anci  willing  to  siq)porl.  This,  however, 
did  not  last  long.  In  a  little  time,  with  their  usual  fickle- 
ness and  inconstancy,  they  brought  themselves  to  deny  the 
whole  authority  of  the  Congress,  to  condemn  all  their  mea- 
sures, without  reserve  or  distinction,  as  illegal,  impolitick, 
and  destructive,  and  to  traduce  the  characters  of  the  mem- 
bers with  the  utmost  virulence  of  defamation.  They 
were  not  satisfied  to  suppose  that  these  had  fallen  into  im- 
prudent counsels,  through  intemperate  zeal  ;  but,  with  all 
the  charily  of  good  Christians  and  moderate  men,  they 
loudly  stigmatized  them  every  where  as  a  knot  of  hair- 
brained  Republicans,  who  bad  assembled,  with  rebellion 
and  civil  war  in  the  dark  recesses  of  their  hearts,  and  who 
meditated  nothinf;  but  to  build  their  own  greatness  upon 
the  ruin  of  their  Countrv. 
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Will)  the  assistance  of  ceitain  d(?xterous  celebrated  casu- 
ists, they  soon  learned  the  admirable  art  ofturnini;  reason 
and  conscience  out  of  doors,  and  acquired  a  power  of  men- 
tal diiiestion  well  adapted  to  paradoxes,  both  in  logick  and 
ethicks.  They  obtained  a  happy  knack  of  proving  to  all 
gainsayers,  by  dint  of  positive  assertion,  that  a  duty  im- 
posed for  the  direct  declared  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue, 
was  simply  a  regulation  of  trade,  and  not  a  tax;  though  in 
what  manner  the  interests  of  trade  could  possibly  be  ad- 
vanced by  it,  or  by  what  magick  an  imposition  for  raising  a 
levenue  on  the  subject  is  divested  of  the  nature  of  a  tax, 
1  confess  to  be  a  mystery  far  surpassing  the  bounds  of  my 
limited  comprehension.  They  also  found  out  an  expe- 
dient for  absolving  themselves  from  the  obligation  of  the 
most  sacred  engagements,  voluntarily  and  deliberately  ce- 
mented with  the  whole  Continent.  That  laudable  maxim, 
the  olFspring  of  Jesuitical  |)olicy,  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept 
with  hereticks,  admits  of  an  easy  application  to  rebels,  who 
may  be  considered  as  hereticks  in  Government ;  and  it  is 
no  wonder  that  these  orthodox  gentlemen  should  think  it 
no  disgrace  to  violate  all  the  ties  of  honour  and  htkliiy 
with  the  rest  of  their  countrymen. 

At  this  season  a  petition  from  our  constitutional  Assem- 
bly was  to  efiect  an  accommodation  without  the  least  diffi- 
culty. The  Ministry  and  Parliament  only  waited  for  such 
an  opportunity  to  adjust  all  dill'erences,  and  come  to  the 
most  generous  terms  with  us.  Like  kind  indulgent  pa- 
I'ents,  they  would  be  glad  to  receive  us,  returning  prodi- 
gals, with  open  arms,  and  to  make  us  happy  in  the  smiles 
of  their  benign  countenances.  In  the  mean  time  the  As- 
sembly was  called,  the  judicious  views  of  this  wise,  calm, 
prudent,  modeiate  party,  prevailed.  The  tiu'bulent  mea- 
sures of  the  Congress  were  treated  with  all  the  contem]H 
of  nei;lect.  They  carried  every  point  lliey  pleased,  and 
manaued  matters  altogether  at  their  own  discretion.  Peti- 
tions to  the  King,  and  memorials  to  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, were  framed  and  sent  home.  One  would  naturally 
have  imagined  that,  shoidd  ihey  fail  in  this  application, 
they  would  be  fully  convinced  of  their  error,  and  cease 
their  opposition  to  the  general  |ilan  of  the  Colonies. 

While  these  petitions  were  depending,  the  news  arrived 
of  the  battle  of  Lexington.  An  universal  uproar  was 
raised  against  the  Ministry.  It  was  never  imagined  they 
would  go  to  such  lengths,  and  draw  the  sword  in  support 
of  their  oppressive  schemes.  No  man  could  now  pretend 
to  extenuate,  much  less  to  justify,  their  conduct.  All  their 
advocates  were  to  desert  them,  and  join,  heart  and  hand, 
with  the  rest  of  their  countrymen.  Every  thing  was  to  be 
harmony  and  unity,  and  this  Colony  was  to  excel  all  tlie 
others  in  firmness  and  zeal.  This  was  the  common  dis- 
course of  every  tongue  ;  and,  as  an  evidence  of  its  sincerity, 
an  association  was  cheerfully  subscribed,  promising  com- 
pliance with  all  the  recommendations  of  the  several  bodies 
intrusted  with  the  management  of  publick  affairs. 

I  was  almost  siirijde  enough  to  credit  these  deceitful 
appearances,  and  to  believe  the  men  were  at  last  in  ear- 
nest;  but  I  was  soon  convinced  of  my  error,  and  that  all 
my  pleasing  hopes  were  entirely  visionary.  I  discovered 
many  signs  of  a  lurking  chagrin  at  the  success  of  the  Pro- 
vincials and  the  defeat  of  the  Regulars.  Time  gradually 
developed  the  real  motives  of  their  apparent  conversion, 
and  taught  me  that  it  had  proceeded  more  from  the  panick 
diead  of  popular  fury,  than  from  any  sentiments  of  virtuous 
indignation  at  the  imparalleled  injustice  and  cruelty  of  our 
enemies.  I  have  had  a  fresh  proof  that  they  have  happily 
got  the  better  of  all  those  idle  scrii|)les  which  are  so  incom- 
modious to  mankind  in  general,  and  have  learned  to  des|iise 
the  superstitious  obligations  of  honour,  religion,  and  love  to 
their  country,  which  they  only  made  use  of  as  unmeaning 
formalities,  fitted  to  deceive  the  unsuspecting  multitude. 

Some  time  after  this  tragick  event,  intelligence  arrived 
that  the  petition  from  the  Assembly  had  met  with  the  usual 
fate,  and  had  been  refused  a  hearing.  The  pretence  was, 
that  it  contained  a  denial  of  the  rights  of  the  Legislature, 
and  therefore  could  not  be  received.  A  few  insipid,  nau- 
seating expressions  of  kindness  were  obligingly  bestowed 
by  the  Premier  upon  this  Colony;  and,  as  an  incontestable 
mark  of  it,  we  were  referred  to  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
the  acknowledged  design  of  which,  as  I  have  shown  in  my 
last  paper,  was  to  dissolve  the  union  of  the  Colonies.  In 
[he  first  effusions  of  disappointment,  many  invectives  against 


the  Ministry  were  uttered  by  their  party,  and  declarations 
similar  to  those  on  the  former  occasion  were  made,  but 
their  resentment  presently  subsided,  and  they  in  a  little 
time  resumed  their  wonted  friendship  and  veneration. 

The  cry  now  became,  that  the  YVssembly  went  too  far 
in  denying  the  right  of  Parliament  to  tax  the  Colonies  ; 
they  should  only  have  desired  a  repeal  of  obnoxious  acts 
and  redress  of  grievances.  This  method  woidd  certainly 
have  been  successful ;  for  though  the  Parliament  will  never 
relinquish  their  right,  they  would  readily  suspend  the  ex- 
ercise of  it  forever.  A  gentleman  in  hondun,  in  a  letter 
to  his  friend  in  New-York,  assures  him  that  this  was  un- 
doubtedly the  case ;  and  that,  had  the  Assembly  prudently 
declined  the  question  of  right,  every  thing  would  have  been 
settled  to  our  wish  I  What  friend  would  disbelieve  the 
assurance  of  another?  Or  who,  of  any  party,  would  ever 
doubt  the  veracity  of  his  friend's  liiend  ?  But,  by  the  by, 
it  ought  to  have  been  recollected  that  it  was  rather  impoli- 
tick  and  presumptuous  in  them  to  give  the  lie  to  their  great 
hmiinary  and  patron,  the  amiable  Lord  Xorth,  who  de- 
clared "  that  the  dispute  was  now  about  a  solid  revenue, 
a  full  proportion  of  taxes  to  the  people  of /Jr/Vr//;),  and  these 
to  be  raised  according  to  the  final  judgment  and  tletermi- 
nation  of  Parliament." 

Not  to  dwell  longer  upon  so  disgustful  a  theme,  I  will 
observe,  in  fine,  that  this  party  has,  from  lime  to  time, 
fluctuated  between  the  most  opposite  and  contradictory 
opinions.  It  has  held  that  the  Parliament  intended  to 
enslave  us,  and  that  it  did  not  intend  to  enslave  us  ; 
That  the  duty  upon  tea  was  a  tax,  and  that  it  was  not  a 
tax  :  That  the  Parliament  has  no  right  of  taxation  over 
us,  and  that  it  has  a  right  of  taxation;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  no  right  to  exercise  that  right:  That  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Congress  was  a  wise  and  necessary  expedient, 
and  that  it  was  an  unwise  and  destructive  one:  That 
the  Association  ought  to  be  supportetl,  and  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  supported.  In  a  word,  that  the  Colonies  have 
been  much  injured  and  oppressed,  and  that  they  have  not 
been  injured  nor  oppressed,  but  are  so  many  nurseries  ot 
ingratitude,  treason,  and  rebellion  ! 

I  fear  they  have  at  length  fatally  settled  upon  this  sandy 
and  dishonourable  foundation  :  that,  wherever  right  may 
be,  ])ower  is  on  the  side  of  the  Parliament;  and  that,  by 
enlisting  under  their  banners,  they  at  least  espoLise  the 
strongest  and  safest  party — disregarding,  like  true  men  of 
the  world,  the  inferior  considerations  of  justice  and  integrity. 

The  dread  of  losing  their  property  by  confiscation  is  a. 
principal  motive  of  their  persevering  attachment  to  the 
ministerial  cause;  and  is  a  mean  of  making  new  proselytes 
to  their  party,  of  those  mercenary  wretches  who, 

Pauperiom  metuens,  potire  niijtallis 
Libertalo  cii-tt. 

Here  I  must  bestow  the  highest  commendations  on  those, 
though  few  in  number,  who  have  nobly  disengaged  ihem- 
selves  from  the  society  of  men  whose  pernicious  principles 
are  now  become  too  evitlent.  Uncommon  virtue  and 
strength  of  mind  are  requisite  to  throw  oft"  the  fetters  oi 
party,  and  give  free  operation  to  truth.  I  doubt  not,  as 
they  have  been  once  able  to  disentangle  themselves,  they 
will  proceed  steadfastly  in  the  honoiuable  course  they  have 
begun  to  run,  and  will  hereafter  pro\e  -ujiporls,  ornament= 
and  blessings  to  their  country. 


Tu  (he  Inluihllants  of  the  AMt;iiirAN   Co/unn., 
Friends  and  Fellow- Citizens  : 

In  many  instances  we  insensibly  glide  into  error,  judging 
by  the  force  of  habits  and  the  association  of  ideas.  Having 
once  investigated  the  relation  subsisting  betvveen  objects, 
and  apprehended  the  consequences  resulting  from  that 
relation,  in  some  early  period,  we  seldom  trace  subseriuent 
propositions,  which  are  the  subjects  of  our  disquisitions,  tu 
first  principles  or  evident  matters  of  fact.  We  are  too  apt 
to  avoid  the  pain  and  labourof  a  tedious  thorough  scrutiny, 
to  rest  satisfied  upon  former  determinations,  although  then- 
grounds  are  continually  variating,  and  circumstances  so 
changed  as  to  reverse  inferences  of  earlier  times.  It  is 
natural  to  the  mind,  in  her  pursuits,  to  acquiesce,  so  soon 
as  she  perceives  a  deduction  from  some  presumed  or  com- 
monlv  received   truth  ;  not  adverting  to  the  argument   ii: 
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the  inteimediate  stages,  or  scanning  the  evidence  in  the 
progress,  she  takes  the  shortest  way  to  a  decision,  and 
subitiiutes  habitual  presumptions  in  the  room  ol  proof  and 
conviction.  This  is  safe  and  convenient  in  reasoning  upon 
ijermanent  ideas  and  tiie  immutabilities  of  nature  ;  but 
things  tliat  are  constantly  fluctuating  demand  a  different 
proc°edure.  The  relation  between  different  communities 
is  incessantly  variating,  touching  their  numbers,  power,  and 
riches.  One  may  be  labouring  under  the  weight  of  her 
own  greatness,  while  the  other  is  but  beginning  to  exist  ; 
tlie  latter  in  many  respects  may,  from  natural  causes,  equal 
the  former  in  her  progress,  and  even  surpass,  unconscious 
of  her  own  strength.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  instance  where 
these  principles  have  more  fallaciously  operated,  than  in 
comparing  the  combined  strength  of  the  i'nittd  Colonies 
with  that  which  Britain  is  capable  of  exerting  again.-t 
them.  She  is  called,  by  a  figure  of  speech,  the  Parent 
State.  This  family  term  has  innocently  betrayed  many 
into  that  groundless  opinion,  that  she  possessed  parental 
authority,  and  could  with  as  much  ease  chastise  and  force 
submissions  from  the  Colonies,  as  the  parent  of  a  family 
corrects  and  governs  his  feeble  offspring.  Hence  it  is  that 
expressions  borrowed  from  the  doinestick  economy  have 
been  so  often  prostituted  to  a  political  purpose. 

We  can  all  recollect,  and  1  am  sure  discernment  and 
sensibility  must  blush  for  them,  persons  unmeaningly  and 
ridiculously  arguing  themselves  into  a  belief  of  falsehood, 
from  the  mere  force  of  names.  Say  tliey:  "  Can  a  child 
oppose  the  power  of  the  parent?  Has  not  she  a  right  to 
govern  at  pleasure,  and  by  her  corrections  cure  it  of  its 
f.owardness.  and  reduce  it  to  a  sense  of  duty  and  filial  obe- 
dience ?  Shall  a  cliild  complain  of  a  smart  inflicted  for  its 
good?  or  is  it  possible  for  the  parent  not  to  have  the  interest 
of  its  own  likeness  near  at  heart?''  The  truth  is,  the  ex- 
pression only  marks  our  reciprocal  relations  in  point  of 
time  and  circumstances,  not  right  of  authority  and  supe- 
rioiity  of  strength.  The  present  aggregate  collection  of 
British  inhabitants  did  not  give  being  to  xhe  Americans,  or 
afford  them  any  degree  of  support.  The  blood  that  cir- 
culates through  our  veins  flowed  from  the  same  fountain 
wiih  theirs,  only  with  greater  purity.  They  claimed  the 
rights  of  primogeniture;  these  they  enjoyed.  They  pos- 
sessed the  splendid  inheritance  of  our  common  ancestors, 
while,  like  younger  sons,  we  became  adventurers  abroad  in 
a  distant  country.  In  our  infantile  indigency  and  impotent 
minority,  we  looked  with  admiration  on  the  comparative 
greatness  and  strength  of  our  elder  brothers.  At  this  pe- 
riod were  those  habits  generated,  and  language  formed,  that 
arc  handed  down  to  the  present  day.  So  great  is  the  force 
of  custom,  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  now,  at  first  blush,  to 
f.el  ourselves  in  any  degree  equal  to  those  which  were  once 
bO  much  our  superiors  ;  as  a  son  or  a  pupil  seldom  loses, 
even  in  manhood,  those  impressions  of  inferiority  which  he 
received  under  the  culture  of  his  parent,  or  instruction  of 
his  master.  This  is  all  fallacy,  and  leads  to  delusion.  But 
if  any  one  still  insists  ihal  America  is  the  child,  she  is  cer- 
tainly a  sturdy,  large-boned  one,  well-proportioned  in  all 
its  parts,  in  the  bloom  of  vigour  and  health,  who  has  lost 
its  natural  mother,  and  has  both  right  and  ability  to  re- 
nounce an  old,  stern,  encroaching  step-dame,  not,  indeed, 
worn  out  by  age,  but  greatly  impaired  with  the  refinements 
of  luxury  and  the  arts  of  debauchery  ;  a  dame  who,  for 
the  sake  of  proging  for  her  spurious  Scottish  connexions, 
chooses  to  quarrel  with  the  genuine  heirs.  Refusing  the 
indelicate  milk,  and  weaned  from  the  breast  of  parental 
luxuries,  we  shall  soon  ripen  into  manhood.  Let  us  con- 
template the  sources  of  our  sullicicncy,  luig  to  the  bosom 
and  ex|)lore  the  bowels  of  our  own  Country,  learn  our 
strength,  and  the  arts  of  improving  it. 

It  is  necessary,  in  all  examinations,  to  divest  ourselves 
of  all  prejudices,  to  dismiss  from  our  breast  every  prepos- 
session, to  attend  to  realities,  scan  the  arguments,  and  de- 
termine upon  the  stubborn  evidence  of  facts.  The  strength 
of  a  country,  as  remarked  in  my  last,  arises  from  the  joint 
concurrence  of  numbers,  of  riches  considered  as  the  inter- 
nal resources  of  war,  of  situation,  and  the  temper  and  spirit 
of  its  inhabitants.  America,  considered  in  this  four-fold 
point  of  view,  swells  to  an  amazing,  an  inconceivable  pitch 
of  greatness.  No  country  under  heaven  can  reach  her 
height,  or  compare  with  her  wide  expansions.  The  plant- 
er, the  farmer,  the  manufacturer,  and  the  mechanick,  with 


their  dependencies,  make  up  the  principal   part  of  those 
three  million  inhabitants  of  tlie  British  Colonies. 

These  are  the  sinews,  the  safety  and  ornament  of  a 
country  in  the  day  of  invasion,  being  formed  to  fatigue,  and 
having  their  nerves  strung  by  hardy  industry.  It  is  said 
that  a  fifth  part  of  the  three  millions,  at  a  modest  compu- 
tation, is  capable  of  joining  the  train-bands,  and  bearing 
arms  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  their  Country.  This  gives 
us  a  muster-roll  of  six  hundred  thousand  fighting  men,  all 
from  their  childhood  allowed  the  use  and  skilled  in  the 
exercise  of  the  gun,  the  spade,  and  the  pick-axe;  tnany 
thousands  of  whom  have  been  wont  to  traverse  the  seas, 
to  crowd  the  sail,  and  ply  the  oar.  Can  the  mother,  as 
she  is  called,  marshal  so  many  belligerent  sons  attached  to 
her  cause  ?  Is  it  possible  numbers  should  be  wanting  from 
this  multitude  to  recruit  our  armies,  and  man  our  ships  and 
lesser  craft  ?  Can  Britain,  with  her  utmost  force  destinable 
to  America,  of  twenty,  or  five  and  twenty  thousand,  cope 
with  six,  some  say  eight  or  twelve  hundred  thousand  de- 
termined and  well-regulated  militia  ?  Can  she  preserve 
her  conquest  against  that  increasing  torrent  of  population, 
which,  in  the  course  of  half  a  century,  will  give  us  double 
her  numbers?  Has  not  the  skill  and  experience,  acquired 
in  the  last  war,  given  us  Generals  and  commanders  equal 
to  any  service,  capable  of  any  achievements  ?  Will  not  the 
present  martial  school,  which  has  already  advanced  us  cen- 
turies in  the  military  art,  which  has  made  tlie  soldier  of  the 
citizen,  called  the  husbandman  from  his  farm,  conveyed  the 
knowledge  of  war  to  the  inhabitant  of  the  village  and  the 
cottager  of  the  mountain,  which  has  made  the  children  of 
the  streets,  with  a  semblance  of  a  war,  emulate  in  mea- 
suring their  steps  to  the  fife  and  the  drum — 1  say,  will  not 
such  amazing  ardour  and  application  leave  to  posterity  tlie 
character  of  a  General,  that  shall  equal  if  not  obscure  the 
names  of  a  Marlborough  or  a  Wolfe  1 

Our  numbers  do  not  end  here.  A  large  catalogue  of 
virtuous  matrons,  useful  wives,  industrious  daughters,  and 
active  sons,  follow  in  the  train,  and  plead  for  a  part  in  the 
merits  of  the  day.  These,  by  manufacturing,  providing, 
supplying,  and  even  cultivating,  render  essential  services, 
and  form  a  numerous  band  of  useful  auxiliaries.  These 
will  all,  itnmediately  or  indirectly,  contribute  something  to 
support  the  endangered  goddess,  to  sustain  the  temple  of 
liberty,  to  strengthen  the  great  eagle's  nest,  for  the  struc- 
ture of  which  all  animals  are  said  to  furnish  some  rough 
materials.  Is  there  any  deduction  to  be  made?  Will  a 
small,  doubting,  discontented,  and  disaffected  party  lessen 
the  account  ?  Can  their  numbers  ever  deserve  mention- 
ing, unless  it  is  to  mark  their  insignificancy,  and  our  own 
importance  and  unanimity  ?  Will  they  balance,  in  the  com- 
parison, those  zealous  votaries  and  enterjirising  characiers 
that,  from  foreign  parts,  will  be  constantly  flocking  io  Ame- 
rica, as  an  asylum  from  persecution  and  oppression,  or  re- 
pairing to  our  standard  to  assist  in  disjilaying  the  banners 
of  justice,  liberty,  and  truth  ?  Has  not  tlie  accession  of  a 
Lee  already  more  than  cancelled  their  whole  importance? 
The  riches  of  a  country,  considered  as  the  resources  of 
war,  do  not  necessarily  or  immediately  consist  in  gold  or 
in  diamonds.  These  have  neither  intrinsick  worth  or  di- 
rect utility.  An  army  can  neither  be  fed  upon  diamonds, 
clothed  with  gold,  or  fight  with  powder  made  of  silver; 
they  may  be  the  medium  of  exchange,  the  means  of  pro- 
curing to  a  destitute  country  the  implements  for  fighting 
and  the  necessaries  for  war.  W'here  these  abound,  the 
country  is  rich,  and  a  jiaper  currency  is  equal  to  the  mines 
of  Peru:  where  they  are  wanting,  all  the  treasures  of  the 
east  would  be  but  glittering  poverty.  An  ample  supply, 
and  independent  resources  of  food  to  eat,  and  raiment  to 
put  on,  of  lumber  and  cordage,  of  powder  and  ball,  of  guns 
and  spears,  with  courage  to  wield  them,  is  martial  opu- 
lence. Mountains  of  gold  can  produce  no  more,  and,  where 
these  abound,  mountains  of  gold  are  mountains  of  dross. 
\{  America  then  yields  such  a  produce,  she  has  in  herself, 
touching  a  war,  the  stamina  of  exhaustless  wealth.  On  this 
question  we  are  not  left  to  wander  in  the  dark  regions  of 
uncertain  conjecture,  or  to  traverse  territories  unexplored. 
The  effects  and  produce  of  present  improvements  demon- 
strate its  certainty.  Taking  past  experience  and  known 
examples  for  our  guide,  let  us  examine  it  a  little  in  detail. 
Standing  on  thi=  (ground,  without  divination,  we  may  ex- 
tend our  knowledge  into  futurities.      It  is  presumed  that  the 
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omnipotence  of  Parliament  will  never  be  able  to  arrest  the 
sun  in  her  course,  subvert  the  order  of  nature,  alter  the 
charter  of  Heaven,  or  interdict  vegetation.  If,  tlien,  we 
may  judge  of  the  future  from  wiiat  we  have  experienced, 
tliat  annual  jjroduce  that  has  sustained  the  Continent  the 
last,  may  do  the  same  for  tiie  present,  or  any  year  yet  to 
come,  with  an  increase  only  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  its  inhabitants.  We  shall  also  have  in  reserve  that  vast 
quantity  exported  to  the  li'tst- Indies,  and  to  a  number  of 
other  ports.  Surely,  if  we  could  feed  ourselves,  and  so 
many  of  our  hungry  neighbours,  in  a  time  of  luxury  and 
extravagancy,  we  can  do  the  former  in  a  time  when  every 
individual  is  roused  to  industry,  and  piqued  to  economy. 
The  army  that  heretofore  have  been  garrisoned  in  our 
Towns,  and  the  navy  that  have  invested  our  coast,  were 
likewise  supplied  from  our  stalls  and  our  granaries.  These 
drains  being  hedged  up  by  buhvaiks  and  intrenchments, 
must  make  provisions  How  back  upon  our  hands  in  an  un- 
common surplusage.  No  country  has  less  to  fear  on  tliis 
score  than  ourselves,  notwithstanding  the  chinieiical  idea 
of  some,  of  starving  us  into  submission.  1  appeal  to  facts, 
to  daily  observations.  The  interior  parts  of  the  Continent 
are  like  one  capacious  store-house,  immensely  furnished 
with  every  necessary,  or  like  a  living  fountain  constantly 
flowing.  Fi'om  this  source  we  see  our  capital  roads  alive 
with  passing  droves  and  labouring  teams.  i3y  these  means 
supplies  at  our  camps  are  become  much  more  ample  than 
their  wants,  and  the  farmer  is  unable  to  vend  his  market- 
ing. His  complaints  will  probably  increase.  Those  sub- 
duers  of  the  wood  who  have  received  their  nourishment 
from  the  older  improvements,  who,  by  selling  the  hemlock 
and  cutting  the  shrub,  have  been  aimually  planting  Towns 
in  the  wilderness,  and  threatening  to  reach  the  Pacijick 
Ocean  by  their  extended  settlements,  will,  for  the  future, 
sup])ly  others.  We  shall  see  their  fields  rejoicing  with 
wheat,  and  their  hills  skipping  with  flocks  and  with  heids. 
The  article  of  clothing  may  be  an  acquisition  of  more, 
but  not  of  lasting  difliculty.  (Jur  wants  will  perfect  the 
arts  of  supplying.  Necessity  will  lead  to  inventions,  and 
diive  to  exertions.  The  skill  of  producing  the  raw  mate- 
rials is  continually  improving  ;  with  this  skill  the  knowledge 
of  manufacturing  keeps  equal  pace,  and  both  are  hastening 
to  the  zenith.  Nothing  can  be  wanting  but  apjilication  and 
assiduity.  Wool  and  flax  may  be  made  to  abound.  The 
produce  of  the  several  climates  is  various.  One  part  of 
our  Country  is  adapted  for  grazing  and  the  raising  of  sheej) ; 
others  are  famed  for  diflerent  productions.  Flax,  if  pro- 
perly managed,  may  generally  grow  in  every  climate.  It 
may  be  annually  increased  to  any  degree,  and  wool,  like- 
wise, in  an  amazing  proportion.  The  manufacturing  of 
saltpetre  at  length  wears  a  promising  aspect.  In  diflerent 
parts,  attempts  are  making  with  various  success.  In  the 
school  of  experience  we  may  soon  acquire  the  needed  skill. 
Like  the  electrick  fluid,  it  exists  in  almost  every  subject. 
The  plain,  diligent,  persevering  band  is  all  that  is  requi- 
site. The  fingers  of  the  fair  may  even  assist  in  the  busi- 
ness. IMaierials  at  large,  for  every  expedient,  are  the 
common  jiroduce  for  each  particular  Province,  either  for 
ammunition,  guns,  fortresses,  and  potent  ships  of  war.  The 
one  and  the  other,  and  all  of  these  are  now  in  making. 
The  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  alone,  as  appears  by  a 
representation  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  have  furnished  five 
hundred  sail  of  ships,  and  employed  near  as  many  thousand 
sailors.  The  other  Colonies  have  done  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. A  Country  that  could  do  this  for  the  increase  of 
its  opulence,  can  do  something  effectual  for  the  defence  of 
its  maritime  borders. 

The  millions  that  were  remitted  for  trinkets  and  super- 
fluities will  now  cease.  The  stoppage  of  those  silver  and 
golden  streams  that  have  been,  like  the  vulture  upon  the 
entrails  of  our  Country,  consuming  its  vitals,  will  now  have 
an  opposite  efl'ect,  and  increase  the  fund  of  our  riches. 
This  alone  will  almost  carry  us  triumphant  through  the 
expenses  of  the  day. 

Wide  is  the  difference  between  assaulting  and  being  as- 
saulted, and  this  in  some  proportion  to  the  distance  of  the 
invading  power  from  the  invaded.  The  question  is  not 
whether  we  are  able  to  conquer  Grcctt  Britain,  as  has  been 
sometimes  asked,  nor  whether  we  are  competent  to  the 
levying  of  troops  equal  to  their  transportation,  and  capable 
of  carrying  the  war  home  to  her  own  doors,  or  able   to 


maintain  a  conflict,  and  furnish  resources  in  her  very  bow- 
els, suliicient  for  her  conquest.  Suppose  us  increased  to 
any  given  number,  I  hold  we  are  totally  unequal  to  the 
task.  The  only  question  is,  whether  we  are  equal  to  a  de- 
fence against  such  a  very  remote  assailant.  1  assert  that 
we  are  ;  and  nothing  but  the  curse  of  cowardice  in  us,  or  the 
power  of  miracles  in  them,  can  ever  yield  them  the  laurels 
of  victory. 

The  strength  of  the  invaded  dejiends  much  upon  the 
situation  and  natuie  of  the  country  they  are  in  possession 
of.  Nature  sometimes  not  only  supplies  the  place  of  art, 
but  greatly  exceeds  and  even  baffles  its  most  laboured 
eflxtrts.  Of  all  countries,  America  is  the  worst  calculated 
for  a  subjugation  by  foreign  force,  and  the  best  adapted  for 
its  own  defence.  Did  she,  with  Roman  intrepidity,  know 
her  internal  strength,  she  might  bid  defiance  to  the  con- 
joined efforts  of  all  Europe.  To  elude  the  force  of  pre- 
judice and  habitual  influences,  which  are  too  apt  to  sway 
the  mind,  let  the  reader  paint  to  himself  Great  Britain, 
stripped  of  all  resources  from  the  Colonies,  maimed  and 
cripjjled  as  she  is.  Let  him  view  her  as  described  in  my 
last  number,  sinking  under  the  enormous  sum  of  an  liun- 
dred  and  forty-two  millions  sterling,  with  an  acquired  fatali- 
ty of  taking  the  worst  method  to  every  end,  and  using  the 
most  expensive  means  for  the  accomplishment  of  every 
purpose.  Let  him  paint  the  merchant,  the  manufactuier, 
the  mechanick,  and  the  labourer,  murmuring  for  business, 
loaded  with  taxes,  and  distressed  for  bread.  Let  liim  paint, 
in  lively  sensations,  her  internal  convulsions  and  vital  con- 
tortions, with  the  capital  of  the  Kingdom  in  determined 
opposition  to  the  supremacy  of  Government.  Let  him 
paint,  but  in  modest  colours,  the  rendings  of  parties  and  the 
clashings  of  debate,  from  ihe  influence  of  the  idols  of  the 
people — a  Pitt,  a  Camden,  a  Burke,  a  Barre,  a  fVilkcs, 
and  others,  the  political  heroes  of  the  day.  A  Pitt,  who 
has  pawned  his  understanding  and  pledged  his  reputation 
for  the  success  of  America.  A  Burke,  who  has  vowed  by 
all  that  is  great  and  tremendous,  by  all  that  is  dear  to  him, 
both  here  and  here;ifter,  if  he  can  be  properly  supported  by 
the  people,  to  bring  the  planners  of  the  present  measures 
to  merited  punishment.  Let  him  paint  Ireland  as  she  is, 
and  France  and  Spain  as  they  may  be.  Let  him  still  go 
on  painting  other  objects,  too  many  to  be  enumerated,  that 
must  and  will  influence.  Then  let  him  pause,  and,  by  the 
force  of  imnginaticn,  conjin-e  up  from  the  midst  of  the  sea 
a  new  world,  a  large  rugged  Continent,  above  an  hundred 
times  as  big  as  the  Island  oi  Great  Britain,  and  a  thou- 
sand leagues  distant  from  her,  with  a  coast  extending  from 
north  to  south  more  than  three  thousand  miles  along  the 
AtJantick,  with  an  infinite  variety  of  ports,  natural  hnr- 
bours,  and  capacious  bays.  Let  him  suppose  this  ideal 
Continent  stretching  itself  back  thousands  of  miles  west- 
ward, with  a  continued  irregularity  of  mountains,  rivers, 
valleys,  and  hills,  together  with  an  uninterrupted  spread  of 
forts,  retrenchment^,  moats,  ramparts,  bastions,  jiarapets, 
guards,  counter-guartls,  covert-ways,  and  other  lines  of  de- 
fence, no  matter  whether  natural  or  artificial.  Let  him  suj)- 
pose  three  millions  of  people  to  cover  the  face  of  this  lar- 
lified  territory,  and  in  the  domestick  possession  of  those 
natural  bulwarks.  Suppose  ten  or  twelve  hundred  thou- 
sand of  these  inhabitants  to  be  trained  to  arms,  to  have 
anticipated  an  invasion,  to  have  taken  their  posts,  and  to 
be  prepared  for  a  defence,  with  resources  and  barracks  on 
the  spot.  Suppose  them  united  in  one  object,  directed  by 
prudence,  animated  by  zeal,  and  regulated  by  the  wisest  of 
men — a  Continental  Congress.  Suppose  a  well-organized 
and  disciplined  aru'iV  of  twenty,  thirty,  fifty,  or  an  hundred 
thousand,  as  the  occasion  may  be,  intrenched  on  the  fron- 
tiers as  guards  in  advance,  with  expeiieiiced  leaders  in  com- 
mand, and  ordnance  for  use,  to  preveiit  a  pervasion  of  tlie 
country.  Let  him  suppose  a  main  body  of  eight  or  lew 
hundred  thousand  in  reserve,  to  be  in  possession  of  il.e  inte- 
rior works,  and  fully  competent,  in  conjunction  with  others, 
for  the  raising  provisions,  and  the  purposes  of  husbandry, 
tillage,  and  manufacturing.  In  such  a  situation,  let  the 
reader  give  further  loose  to  the  extravagance  of  imagina- 
tion, and  suppose  some  one  rnhdhlinnt  of  Great  Britain, 
perhaps  a  Rlinister  of  State,  roraantickly  mad  enough  to 
project  the  conquest  of  such  a  country,  the  blockade  of  all 
her  harbours,  and  the  destruction  of  all  her  trade.  Let  him 
still   wander  in   the  regions  of  fj,nry,  and  suppose  G'--.'-.: 
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Britain,  which,  to  give  the  argumeiii  its  utmost  force,  he 
may  call  the  Parent  State,  inlatuated  by  the  mafTiiilicence 
of  her  emjity  pomp,  and  mistaking  the  size  of  her  sickly 
cori)ulence  for  vigorous  strength,  should  rashly  attempt  the 
daring  enterprise.  Let  him  suppose  her  ships  destined  to 
guard°those  numerous  ports,  conuiiodious  for  trade,  to  dis- 
charge their  broadsides  at  boards  and  brickbats,  to  starve 
10  su1)missions,  and  to  hedge  in  commerce  from  the  whole 
globe.  Let  him  further  suppose,  and  in  sober  seriousness 
if  possible,  her  sending  her  hackneyed  troops  in  partial 
drizzlings,  from  a  peace  establishment,  by  companies  and 
re"iments,  to  the  amount  often,  fifteen,  twenty,  or  it  may 
be°thirty  thousand,  with  orders  to  pervade  and  traverse  the 
Continent,  compel  subjections,  secure  the  concjuest,  and  to 
inflict  on  opposers  the  punishment  due  to  treason  and  re- 
bellion. I  say,  in  such  a  supposed  case,  woidd  not  Ameri- 
cans, as  inditferent  spectators,  view  such  operations  as  fran- 
tick,  weak,  and  impracticable  ?  Would  they  hesitate  in 
pronouncing  the  man  who  projected  it  a  subject  for  bedlam, 
the  nation  who  adopted  it  strangely  bewildered  and  con- 
signed to  destruction,  and  the  tools  who  were  to  execute  it 
prisoners  of  war  and  victims  for  slaughter?  or  the  people  of 
the  Continent  little  pigmies,  food  lor  cranes,  or  great  pol- 
troons, (it  only  for  slaves  and  vassals?  Otherwise,  could 
success  possibly  attend  them,  or  conquest  ultimately  await 
them?  Let  the  inhabitants  of  such  a  Continent  only  se- 
cure their  own  locks,  their  natural  advantages,  and  they 
could  break  to  pieces  the  brittle  lines  of  a  marching  camp. 
The  perfidious  Philistines  could  never  bind  them,  nor  the 
soft  persuasions  of  the  treacherous  Uelilnhs  in  their  own 
bosoms  long  deceive  them.  Britain,  in  the  attempt,  might 
possibly  be  crushed  beneath  the  falling  weight  of  her  mas- 
sy pillars,  with  her  lords  and  her  nobles  ;  but  the  Continent 
would  survive  the  shock  unhurt. 

That  the  above  is  justly  descrijjtive  of  the  American 
situation,  however  astonishing  to  the  unthinking  and  timor- 
ous, is  certainly  true.  Her  numerous  harbours,  framed  by 
nature  and  improved  by  art,  can  never  be  blocked  up  by 
a  British  navy.  Our  own  fleets  may  soon  be  their  equal 
match.  Our  trade,  wdiich  is  a  jewel,  a  precious  prize  that 
every  commercial  State  must  wish  to  acijuire,  cannot  long 
be  much  obstructed  by  cutters  and  tenders.  It  may  rather 
command  respect.  The  alliances  and  the  fleets  of  every 
power  in  Europe,  the  British  ships  may,  for  a  time,  harass, 
plague,  injure,  and  distress,  but^/«e;'iC.(  mubt,  at  last,  rise 
superior  to  all  her  arts  to  deceive  and  exertions  to  subdue  ; 
and  the  day  which  crowns  our  liberty,  if  obtained  by  the 
point  of  the  sword,  must  seal  Britain's  melancholy  doom 
to  an  eternal  duration.  These  prostituted  maidens  of  the 
sea  may  s|)utter  and  spit  their  fiery  venom  on  the  borders 
of  the  ocean  ;  they  cannot,  like  the  Trojan  horse,  enter 
our  inland  Towns,  anil  from  their  bellies  pour  out  armed 
battalions.  Possibly  we  must  abandon  some  of  our  com- 
mercial Cities  to  their  relentless  rage,  and  invite  our  retir- 
ing friends  to  exchange  the  benefits  of  coinmerce  fur  the 
tillage  of  the  earth,  and  to  embrace  in  its  stead  the  liosom 
of  cultivation,  until  innocency  and  liboity  shall  rise  su- 
premely triuni|)hant,  and  the  tide  of  minibtcrial  corruption 
cease  to  flow. 

An  army  of  twenty  thousand  may  undoubtedly  secure 
themselves  on  islands  and  peninsulas,  by  intrenchments, 
ships, and  batteries,  both  floating  and  jiermaneiit.  They  can- 
not force  American  lines  defended  by  numbers,  resolution, 
ami  bravery.  But  admitting  they  should,  and  attemjn  to 
l)enelrate  the  country,  fortified  as  it  is  by  a  continued  suc- 
cession of  bills,  valleys,  rocks,  swamps,  rivers,  fences,  walls, 
trees,  and  woods,  which  are  so  many  natural  ramparts, 
breastworks,  and  redoubts;  these  will  constantly  defend 
our  militia  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  as  constantly 
embarrass  and  impede  their  march,  tied  up  as  they  are  to 
the  regular  pomp  and  trappings  of  war.  Such  a  wild  pro- 
fusion of  rustick  intrenchments,  as  are  the  appendages  of 
every  farm,  jiass,  and  road,  are  commodious  for  sallies,  re- 
treats, and  seasonable  succours.  They  are  the  revival  of 
antiquity,  the  defences  of  the  ancient  warriors  of  the  world, 
which  consisted  in  fences  made  of  the  trunks  and  the 
branches  of  trees,  of  unformed  heaps  of  earth,  and  walls 
of  stone.  Behind  these  they  secured  themselves  against 
the  attack  of  their  foes,  and  used  their  own  weapons  with 
security  and  success.  Regular  invaders  nuist  penetrate 
such  a  country  with   piodigious  lo^s,  being  incessantly  ex- 
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posed  to  a  surrounding  fire  of  concealed  promiscuous  de- 
tachments, parties  that  are  flanking, and  formidable  bodies  in 
their  front  and  their  rear.  Being  constantly  dogged,  galled, 
and  annoyed,  they  must  be  frequently  decoyed  or  dro^e 
into  ambuscades,  until  they  are  enfeebled  and  wasted  away. 
In  the  beautiful  phraseology  of  the  Eastern  dialect,  "The 
stone  shall  cry  out  of  the  wall,  and  the  beam  out  of  the 
timber  shall  answer  it.  Wo  to  him  that  buildeth  a  Town 
with  blood,  and  eslablisheth  a  City  by  iniquity!  Behold, 
is  it  not  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts  that  the  people  shall  labour 
in  the  very  fire,  and  weary  themselves  for  very  vanity?" 
Habakkuk,  chaj).  ii,  v.  1 1.  Surely  ruin  must  await  them 
from  every  quarter,  and  destruction  spring  out  of  every 
corner.  In  the  arts  of  the  bush,  and  a  skirmishing  fight, 
we  stand  unrivalled.  As  is  said  of  the  natives,  we  may 
approach  like  the  fox,  fly  like  the  bird,  and  fight  like  the 
iSnmidiun  wolf  or  Gelulian  lion. 

Let  us  again  put  probability  upon  the  rack,  and  suppose 
their  forces  augmented  to  a  number  sufficient  for  traversing 
the  Continent,  with  destruction  stalking  by  their  side,  rav- 
aging, wasting,  and  destroying  as  they  march.  Can  they 
garrison  the  places  through  which  they  pass,  and  occupy 
a  progress  of  eighteen  hundred  miles?  Can  they  stretch, 
in  their  advances,  from  the  North  to  the  South,  and  sweep, 
by  their  ranks,  from  ihe  Atlantick  to  the  seas  of  the  West? 
Will  not  the  Americans,  wronged  and  insulted,  oppressed 
and  plunderefl  as  they  are,  fill  in  after  them,  start  up  in 
every  corner,  hill,  and  valley,  and  gather  fresh  strength 
fiom  increased  opposition?  Having  marched  from  one  end 
of  the  Continent  to  the  other,  (torn Nova-Scotia  \oGeorgia. 
and  fiom  Georgia  to  Nova-Scotia,  the  same  route  will  still 
remain.  Like  a  vibrating  pendulum,  in  the  open  air,  they 
will  leave  no  traces  of  a  conquest  behind  them.  The  annual 
increase  of  sixty  thousand  will  more  than  supply  the  posts 
of  our  slain;  and  industry,  frugality,  and  economy,  will  fully 
compensate  their  ravages  and  depredations;  and,  as  our 
resources  are  permanent  and  internal,  we  can  endure  the 
struggle  for  ages.  To  give  them  the  least  prospect  of  a 
conquest,  they  should  have  potent  armies  at  once  operating 
in  an  hundred  diflerent  places,  which  is,  happily,  out  of 
their  power.  This  is  no  theoretical  fiction  ;  it  is  fotmded 
on  recent  experience,  and  the  sagacious  policy  of  one  ot 
the  brightest  luminaries  of  the  age, /^/»,  (whose  praises  are 
with  all  nations,  and  will  be  resounded  to  latest  ages,)  in 
the  last  war,  being  sensible  that  a  single  elTort,  carried  on 
against  the  extended  territory  of  the  single  Province  of 
Co/if/(/(7,  could  never  bring  the  enemy  to  a  subjection.  He 
therefore  planned  his  measures  to  attack  the  French  in 
several  dilferent  parts  at  the  same  time,  in  all  their  places 
of  strength.  Accordingly  expeditions  went  on.  General 
Amherst,  with  a  body  of  twelve  thousand  men,  was  to 
attack  Crou-n  Point;  General  IVoJfe  was  at  the  opposite 
quarter,  to  enter  the  River  St.  Laivrence,  and  undertake 
the  siege  of  (-^uebeck,  the  capital  of  the  French-American 
Dominions;  while  General  Prideaux  and  Sir  UiUiain 
Johnson  were  to  attempt  a  Ibrt  near  the  cataract  of  i\(Vi- 
gara,  &c..  Sec. 

Much  has  been  said,  more  might  be  said,  on  the  spirit 
and  temper  of  the  Americans:  we  might  minulely  trace  it. 
in  its  causes,  qualities,  and  consequences.  But,  in  tender- 
ness to  the  patience  of  the  reader,  I  must  deny  myself  the 
pleasure  of  expatiating  on  this  copious  and  animating  sub- 
ject. Suthce  it  to  say,  that  the  mind  of  the  American  has 
been  gradually  forming  to  its  present  tenor.  By  a  con- 
stant succession  of  innovated  oppressions  and  innovating 
measures,  he  has  been  roused  to  reflection.  By  one  com- 
])lex  idea,  he  has  connected  liberty,  religion,  and  happi- 
ness, in  one  mutual  and  indissoluble  bond.  He  has  seen 
with  a  forbearing  spirit  the  one  and  the  other  of  these 
repeatedly  struck  at  by  usurpation  and  corruption.  In- 
creasing oppressions,  which  have  made  his  blood  occasion- 
ally swell  high  in  his  veins,  have  at  length  hardened  doubt 
into  a  determined  resolution.  He  has  traced  ministerial 
mana'uvres,  in  all  their  various  windings  and  future  con- 
sequences ;  he  could  see  nothing  but  the  horrors  of  servi- 
tude attendant  on  a  resignation.  The  pitiful  exertions  ot 
the  Court,  when  seated  as  judge  in  its  own  case,  de- 
nouncinrr  destruction  to  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies, 
by  the  Port.  Regulating,  Murder,  and  Fisli  Bills,  filled  his 
heart  to  its  full  dimensions.  While,  from  musing  on  these 
things,  the  ^acrcd  fne  burnt  witliin.the  battle  of  Lci//)i'-?o;( 
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caused  it  to  burst,  and,  like  a  conflagration,  to  spread  over 
tlie  whole  Continent,  not  in  sudden  flaslies,  but  in  a  con- 
stant, fervent,  inextinguishable  glow,  sucii  as  every  genu- 
ine lover  of  his  Country  feels  animating  and  warming  his 
own  breast.  It  has  now  a  fixed  predominancy;  nor  is 
there  danger  of  a  decline  from  inconstancy  of  make.  It 
is  interwoven  with  his  constitution,  improved  by  education, 
enlivened  by  religion,  confirmed  by  habits,  and  increased 
by  every  motive  that  can  play  on  the  human  heart.  It  is 
therefore  solid  and  inflexible.  This  ought  to  inspire  mu- 
tual confidence,  mutual  afiection,  and  joint  vigorous  exer- 
tions in  the  common  cause. 

Having  in  a  general  way  collected  the  materials,  and 
delineated  the  power  of  Grtat  Britain  and  America  re- 
specting the  present  dispute,  resulting  from  the  conjoined 
forces  of  the  numbers,  riches,  situation,  and  temper  of  each 
contending  State,  and  placed  them  in  a  contrasting  point 
of  view,  let  tlie  reader  recollect  the  whole  of  my  two  last 
numbers.  Fixing  the  contents  fairly  in  his  mind,  let  him 
examine  if  the  description  is  in  substance  true ;  then  let 
liim  compare  his  ideas,  and  see  wdiich  is  the  strongest,  con- 
sidering the  one  as  invading,  the  other  defending.  The 
conclusion  may  be  certain,  and  the  process  the  same  as 
determining  mathematical  propositions.  Measuring  on  this 
scale,  I  have  determined  for  myself;  and  I  dare  to  pro- 
jihesy,  and  for  its  accomplishment  I  dare  to  risk  my  all, 
that  if  the  Americans  are  virtuous,  resolute,  and  brave,  it 
is  not  all  the  ships,  armies,  guns,  and  bayonets,  that  Great 
Britain  can  send,  can  conquer  our  spirits  and  subdue  our 
Country.  She  might  as  well  storm  the  planets  by  kites, 
or  conflict  with  sky-rockets  the  thunderbolts  of  Heaven. 


AN  ADDUKSs  TO  THE  SOLDIERS  OF  MASSACIl  ISETTS-B  AY 
WHO  ARE  NOW  IN  ARMS  AGAINST  THE  LAWS  OF  THEIR 
COUNTRY. 

My  Fellow-Citizens  : 

You  have  been  addressed  by  the  General  Ollicers  of  the 
Continental  Army  as  fellow-soldiers,  and  with  that  insinu- 
ating art  which  was  designed  to  move  your  jiassions.  I 
would  not  draw  your  attention  fi'om  it,  provided  you  will 
devote  your  cooler  moments  to  a  dispassionate  considera- 
tion of  its  subject-matter. 

Suffer  me,  on  my  part,  to  address  you  as  fellow-citizens, 
for  I  cannot  have  such  dishonourable  thoughts  of  you  as  to 
suppose,  that  when  you  put  on  the  soldier,  that  you  then 
put  off  the  citizen.  Citizens  most  of  you  were  ;  you  enjoyed 
the  comforts  of  domestick  hfe  ;  you  lately  followed  your 
ditTerent  occupations,  and  reaped  the  profits  of  a  quiet  and 
peaceable  industry  ;  and  I  hope  in  God  that  you  may  yet 
do  it,  without  any  disturbance  to  your  innocent  wives  and 
children.  But,  in  the  late  courses  of  your  lives,  you  must 
not  only  have  given  great  uneasinesses  to  your  families,  but 
I  dare  to  say  that  all  of  you  were  not  quite  free  from  uneasi- 
ness in  your  own  minds.  I  know,  my  dear  countrymen, 
that  many  of  you  have  been  drove  to  take  up  arms  against 
your  Sovereign,  and  the  laws  of  the  ha|ipiest  Constitution 
that  ever  human  beings  were  blessed  with — some  through 
the  necessities  incident  to  human  nature,  and  others  by  that 
compulsion  which  the  malevolent  and  ambitious  arts  of 
your  leaders  have  made  necessary  to  deceive  you  with,  in 
order  to  screen  themselves  from  that  vengeance  which  the 
injured  laws  of  society  had  devoted  them  to.  ftlany  a  tear 
of  pity  have  I  dropped  for  you  and  for  the  fate  of  my 
Country,  and  many  more  tears  I  fear  that  I  shall  be  forced 
to  shed  for  that  wrath  which  awaits  you  from  an  offended 
Heaven  and  an  injured  Government,  ftlany  of  your  asso- 
ciates have  already  quitted  the  field  of  battle,  to  appear 
before  that  solemn  tribunal  where  the  plea  of  the  united 
force  of  all  the  Colonies  will  be  of  no  avail  to  bribe  the 
judgment  or  avert  the  sentence  of  an  offended  Deity.  Some 
of  them,  in  the  agonies  of  death,  sent  messages  to  their 
friends  to  forbear  proceeding  any  further,  for  they  now 
found  themselves  in  the  wrong;  others  have  repeatedly 
said,  that  an  ambition  of  appearing  something  considerable, 
and  that  only,  led  them  into  rebellion  ;  and  the  unhappy 
leader  in  the  fatal  action  at  Charlestown,  who,  from  ambi- 
tion only,  had  raised  himself  from  a  bare-legged  milk  boy 
to  a  Major-General  of  the  Army,  although  the  fatal  ball 
gave  him  not  a  moment  for  reflection,  yet  had  said,  in  his 
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lifetime,  that  he  was  determined  to  mount  over  the  heads 
of  his  coadjutors,  and  get  to  the  last  round  of  the  ladder,  or 
die  in  the  attempt.  Unhappy  man  !  his  fate  arrested  him 
in  his  career,  and  he  can  now  tell  wdiether  pride  and  am- 
bition are  pillars  strong  enough  to  support  the  tottering 
fabrick  of  rebellion. 

But,  not  to  divert  you  from  an  attention  to  the  address 
of  your  officers,  I  would  rather  wish  you  to  weigh  it  with 
exactness  ;  and,  after  you  have  so  done,  if  you  then  should 
think  that  it  is  better  to  trample  upon  the  laws  of  the  mild- 
est Government  upon  earth,  and  throw  off  your  allegiance 
to  the  most  humane  Sovereign  that  ever  swayed  a  sceptre, 
and  submit  to  a  tyranny  uncontrolled  either  by  the  laws  of 
God  or  man,  then  blame  none  but  yourselves,  if  the  con- 
sequences should  be  fatally  bad  to  you  and  to  your  fami- 
lies. 

Your  officers,  my  countrymen,  have  taken  great  pains 
to  sooth  and  flatter  you,  that  you  may  not  quit  your  posts, 
and  forsake  them,  imtil  they  have  accomplished  their  am- 
bitious and  desperate  schemes.  Your  leaders  know  that 
they  have  plunged  themselves  into  the  bowels  of  the  most 
wanton  and  unnatural  rebellion  that  ever  existed;  they 
think,  that  by  engaging  numbers  to  partake  in  their  guilt, 
that  they  shall  appear  formidable ;  and  that,  by  so  numer- 
ous an  a|ii)earance,  the  hand  of  justice  will  not  dare  to 
arrest  them.  Some  of  you  know  that  this  argument  hath 
been  frequently  urged  ;  hut  you  must  know  that  much  su- 
perior powers  than  this  Continent  can  boast  of  liave  been 
conquered  by  that  Go\criunent  which  you  are  now  at  war 
with. 

Your  officers  tell  you  that  they  have  reduced  the  Regi- 
ments from  thirty-eight  to  twenty-six,  and  assign,  as  a  rea- 
son, that  "  many  officers,  from  a  puny  habit  of  body,  found 
themselves  incapable  of  fulfilling  the  duty  of  their  station, 
have  been  obliged  to  absent  themselves  from  their  posts, 
and  consequently  the  duty  has  fallen  very  heavily  upon 
those  who  remained."  Whether  this  is  a  true  reason  or  not, 
some  of  you  can  tell.  Be  it  so  or  not,  why  then  not  ap- 
point others?  Are  none  of  you  fit  for  officers,  but  those 
who  absented  themselves  from  their  posts?  You  generally 
took  up  arms  about  the  same  time,  and  I  dare  to  say  that 
many  of  you  were  as  well  qualified  for  commissions  as 
those  who  left  their  posts. 

Another  reason  they  sooth  you  with  for  disbanding  twelve 
Regiments  is,  that  the  vast  expense  attending  the  mainte- 
nance of  so  many  Regiments  might  have  disabled  the 
Continent  from  persevering  in  its  resolution  of  defending 
their  liberties,  if  the  contest  should  be  of  any  continuance. 
Surely,  my  countrymen,  you  cannot  be  deluded  with  such 
trifling  pleas.  Can  this  Continent,  which  undertakes  to 
carry  on  a  war  with  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  be  alarm- 
ed at  a  few  millions  of  dollars  ?  Their  resources  are  bound- 
less ;  the  issuing  of  paper  money  is  easily  accomplished, 
and,  while  you  can  be  compelled  to  take  it,  the  Continent 
can  never  be  disabled  from  persevering  in  its  resolutions. 
Unhappily  for  them,  they  have  discovered  to  you  what 
will  be  much  for  your  interest  to  know,  viz :  that  the  vast 
expense  of  this  civil  war  will  be  a  burden  too  heavy  for 
the  shouKlers  of  you  or  your  posterity  to  bear.  Consider 
that  already  three  millions  of  dollars  have  been  emitted  in 
paper,  and  that  four  lumdred  and  thirty-four  thousand 
dollars,  equal  to  nine  hundred  and  seventy-six  thousand 
pounds,  old  tenor,  is  assessed  on  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts-Bay,  to  redeem  their  part ;  and  how  much 
more  must  be  raised,  to  carry  on  this  unnatural  war,  which 
was  commenced  to  gratify  the  pride  and  desperation  of 
many  of  your  leaders,  time  alone  will  discover.  You 
have  just  entered  the  lists,  but  there  is  much  yet  to  be 
done ;  to  finish  the  mighty  independent  empire  which 
they  have  planned  for  you,  demands  such  resources  as  i" 
will  require  one  century  to  sponge  away.  Most  of  you 
have  groaned  under  a  tax  of  about  two  or  three  himdicd 
thousand  pounds,  old  tenor;  but  when  millions  are  thrown 
into  the  scale,  they  will  press  you  down,  never  to  liic 
more. 

Your  officers  tell  you  that  men  who  are  possessed  of  u 
vivacity  of  disjiosition,  though  brave,  and  in  all  other  re- 
spects unexceptionable,  are  totally  unfit  for  service.  This 
is  a  new  doctrine,  advanced  to  make  good  officers  and 
soldiers ;  it  is  a  mystery,  which  I  leave  to  that  dullness 
10 
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and  stuoidity  which  your  oflicers  liave  com|ilimenled  you  in  ignorance  ;  ihey  knew  diat  your  ignorance  was  their 
with  lo  unravel.  The  meaning  of  it  you  are  best  acquaint-  protection.  Had  you  known  their  views,  you  would  not 
ed  with  •  but  it  puts  me  in  mind  of  what  1  have  heard  from  only  have  spurned  at  the  thought  of  overturning  the  Con- 
the  mouth  of  an  arch  traitor,  who  was  disappointed  in  his  stitution,  but  1  venture  to  say  tl«t  some  of  you  would  have 
expectations  of  the  promotion  of  his  near  relation,  viz  :  dragged  tliein  to  the  bar  of  justice,  there  to  have  received 
that  the  people  were  a  set  of  d — d  stupid  asses,  and  were  that  punishment  which  now  awaits  them,  and  I  wish  that 
fit  only  to  be  drove.  )'°u  yourselves  may  not  be  involved  in,  as  partakers  in  their 

You  are  further  told,  that  the  present  campaign  is  far  crimes.  The  history  runs  thus,  and  every  page  of  it  is 
from  an  hard  one.     How  hard  you  have  worked,  and  how     capable  of  ample  proof. 

much  duty  you   have  done,  you  yourselves  can  tell  best.  Know  then,  for  many  years  past  this  Province  hath  been 

Alany,  who  have  seen  your  labours,  have  thought  them  deeply  immersed  in  the  smuggling  business.  Perhaps  some 
"reat ;'  and  I  am  much  inclined  to  believe  that  you  have  of  you  are  ignorant,  though  1  am  sure  all  of  you  are  not, 
Sone  through  some  dilliculty,  especially  when  your  officers,  of  the  meaning  of  snmggling  business.  1  will  tell  you  what 
having  forgot  the  popularity  of  this  harangue,  almost  in  the  it  means  :  it  is  an  importation  of  goods  contrary  to  the  laws 
next  breatli  tell  you  that  the  |)ost  you  at  present  occupy  of  the  society  to  which  we  belong;  it  is  a  defrauding  the 
was  fortified  and  secured  by  infinite  labour.  It  is  an  old  King  of  those  dues  which  the  law  hath  granted  to  him  ; 
and  just  maxim,  my  countrymen,  that  deceivers  ought  to  which  fraud  is  equal  in  criminality  lo  the  iiijuriiig  of  a  pri- 
liave  "ood  memories.  '  vate  person;  it  is  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  Christianity, 

You  are  next  addressed,  in  the  invariable  style,  for  years  and  ...  .  ruining  our  neighbours;  in  short,  when  it  ...  . 
past,  of  newspapers  and  popular  harangues,  with  the  abuses  engaged  in,  it  naturally  lends,  by  degrees,  to  the  effacing 
of  Ministers  and  Generals.  This  may  keep  up  your  spirits,  every  sentiment  of  virtue.  This  is  a  description  of  the 
for  aught  I  know.  Town-meeting  oratory,  1  know,  has  smuggling  business,  and  it  is  here  where  I  fix  the  sudden 
frequently  had  this  effect,  till  the  spirit  of  it  was  evapora-     rise  of  the  present  rebellion. 

ted,  and  then  it  flattened  so  as  to  be  quite  insipid.     They  In  order  lo  evade  those  laws   against  unlawful  trade, 

boast  much  of  the  attachment  o(  Nova-Scotia  and  Canada  those  who  were  concerned  in  it  exerted  themselves  lo  de- 
10  what  they  call  your  interest,  as  well  as  of  the  rest  of  the  feat  them.  Unluckily  for  the  Government,  at  that  junc- 
Continent.  I  give  you  one  word  of  advice;  and  as  it  is  ture,  a  person  who  had  a  long  while  been  hunting  after 
from  a  book  which  it  is  said  you  are  fighting  for,  so  I  sup-  preferment  was  disappointed  of  his  game;  on  which  a 
pose  that  you  will  not  totally  diregard  it.  It  is  this:  "  Let  friend  of  his,  who  was  versed  in  the  law,  vowed  revenge, 
nut  him  that  putleth  on  the  iiarness  boast  as  he  thai  put-  but  swore  that  he  would  see  the  Province  in  a  flame,  it  he 
teth  it  oft'."  But,  as  to  the  success  of  union  which  you  died  in  the  attempt.  He  fulfilled  his  oath,  and  burnt  his 
have  met  wiih,  the  same  book  says,  that  rebellion  is  as  the  fingers  to  such  a  degree  that  he  hath  iirecoverably  lost  tlie 
sin  of  witchcraft.  Il  is  so,  my  countrymen,  in  a  double  use  of  them.  Remember,  my  countrymen,  that  there  is 
sense  ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  no  person  but  one  who  was  one  sort  of  flame  that  consumes  not  only  a  man's  property, 
bewitched  would  run  the  risk  of  engaging  in  a  rebellion  ;  but  also  a  man's  understanding,  and  ruins  very  often  his 
and  in  the  nest  place,  which  is  the  true""meaning  of  the  posterity  also.  This  man's  adroitness  in  law  was  thought 
words,  as  witchcraft  is  renouncing  the  authority  of  God  necessary  to  be  engaged  in  the  cause  of  defeating  acts  of 
Almighty,  and  applying  to  the  Devil,  so  rebellion  is  with-  Parliament.  He  was  engaged,  and  he  had  shrewdness 
draw'mg  allegiance  from  a  lawful  Sovereign,  overturning  enough  to  start  a  thought  which,  artfully  pursued,  hath 
his  huvs  and  Government,  and  joining  with  a  power  inimi-  generally  its  expected  eftect  in  all  popular  commotions; 
cal  to  him.  lie  said  that  it  was  necessary  to  enlist  a  black  Regiment  in 

You  are  also  told,  that  as  the  Southern  Provinces  have  their  service;  the  bait  was  snapped  at;  and  many  Minis- 
ever  placed  the  greatest  confidence  in  your  zeal  and  valour,  ters  of  the  Gospel  too,  too  many  for  the  honour  of  the 
they  did  not  think  it  necessary  lo  raise  any  bodies  in  the  Christian  religion,  joined  in  the  cry.  The  press  then 
other  Provinces  for  this  particular  service.  Do  you  believe,  roared  out  its  libels  ;  the  sacred  desk,  which  ought  to  have 
my  countrymen,  that  any  of  the  Massachusclts  oflicers  been  devoted  to  the  doctrines  and  precepts  of  the  Prince 
were  concerned  in  drawing  lliis  address  lo  you  ?  If  so,  be-  of  Peace,  rang  its  changes  on  Government,  and  sounded 
ware  of  them  before  il  is  too  late.  1  will  not  believe  it;  the  trumpet  of  sedition  and  rebellion.  Boys  who  had  just 
il  surely  must  be  drawn  by  some  of  your  foreign  oflicers,  thrown  away  their  satchels,  and  who  could  scarcely  read 
whom  you  have  disgraced  yourselves  by  suffering  them  lo  English,  mounted  the  puljiit,  and  ventured  to  decide  on 
command  you,  when  you  had  men  of  your  own  Province,  matters  which  had  puzzled  the  sages  of  the  law.  Aay, 
who  were  at  least  equal  to  them,  and  wiio  would  have  more  they  could  not  be  contented  lo  decide  controversies  of  law 
naturally  cared  for  you  ;  but  you  may  have  felt  the  ill  con-  in  their  harangues  lo  their  audience,  but  must  show  their 
secjuence  of  it  ere  now,  and  it  may  be  loo  late  for  redress,  parts  in  their  solemn  addresses  to  the  Supreme  Being,  lell- 
Tlie  true  ii<'Hi,'"/wA  of  it  runs  thus  :  ihe  Massachusetts  have  ing  him  who  had  been  guilty  of  murder  where  the  law 
a  difl'erent  interest  from  the  rest  of  the  Continent ;  they  had  pronounced  the  supposed  crime  lo  be  only  self-de- 
are  a  set  of  brave,  hardy  dogs,  and  are  always  encroach-  fence;  and  some  of  them  even  debased  the  sacred  charac- 
iug  upon  their  neighbours,  and  ought  to  be  humbled  ;  and  ter,  by  setting  on  the  rabble  in  the  publick  street  to  insult 
when  we  have  established  our  independency,  we  shall  a  person  who  was  obnoxious  lo  the  leaders  of  the  mob. 
have  much  to  fear  from  them.  Let  us  therefore  make  At  the  same  lime  a  notorious  defaulter,  who  bad  pocketed 
them  the  mercenaries.  They  will  sacrifice  every  thing  for  a  large  sum  of  the  publick  moneys,  in  order  to  screen  him- 
luoiiey  ;  we  can  pay  them  in  paper,  which  they  are  so  fond  self,  took  it  into  his  head  to  mouth  il  for  (latriotism  ;  and, 
of.  I3y  engaging  them  for  soldiers,  they  will  get  knocked  by  artful  wiles  and  smooth  demeanor,  he  talked  the  |)eo- 
in  the  head,  their  wives  and  children  will  he  ruined,  and  jde  out  of  their  understandings,  and  persuaded  them  to 
when  we  have  established  our  Empire  we  shall  have  noih-  give  him  a  discharge  from  the  debt,  on  account  of  his  pa- 
ing  to  fear  from  them;  they  will  become  an  easy  prey  to  iriolism.  This  man,  whom,  but  a  day  before,  hardly  any 
the  rest  of  the  Provinces,  and  we  can  parcel  them  out  one  would  have  trusted  with  a  shilling,  and  whose  honesty 
among  us  as  we  may  think  proper.  they   were  jealous  of,  now  became  the  confidant  of  the 

The  remainder  of  your  officers'  address  to  you,  1  leave  people.  With  his  oily  tongue  he  duped  a  man  whose 
to  your  own  remarks.  It  is  so  full  of  compliment  and  brains  were  shallow  and  jiockets  deep,  and  ushered  him  lo 
flattery,  in  order  to  catch  your  passions,  that  I  caimol  help  the  publick  as  a  patriot  too.  He  filled  his  head  with  im- 
blushing  for  you  ;  and  if  you  are  caught  by  it,  1  shall  then  iiortance,  and  em|itied  his  pockets,  and  as  a  reward  hath 
pity  you,  and  you  will  blush  for  yourselves.  kicked  him  up  the  ladder,  where  he  now  presides  overthe 

That  you  may  not  plead  ignorance,  in  justification  of  twelve  L'nilcd  Provinces,  and  where  they  both  are  at  pre- 
yourselves,  in  case  the  fate  of  war  should  be  against  you,  I  sent  plunging  you,  my  countrymen,  into  the  de|)tlis  of  dis- 
w  ill  now  let  you  into  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  publick  tress.  Libertinism,  riot,  and  robbery  soon  became  the 
disorders  which,  for  many  years  ])ast,  have  sickened  the  slate  effects  of  this  sort  of  publick  spirit;  houses  were  plun- 
of  this  Province,  and  at  last  hath  terminated  in  a  most  un-  dered  and  demolished,  persons  were  beat,  abused,  tarred 
natural  and  ungrateful  rebellion.  I  am  persuaded,  my  and  feathered  ;  courts  of  justice  were  insulted ;  the  pil- 
couiiiryuien,  that  you  are  ignorant  of  the  true  rise  of  your  lars  of  Government  were  destroyed  ;  and  no  way  to  escajjc 
disorders;  the  aim  of  your  leaders  hath  been  to  keep  you    the  torrent  of  savage  barbarity  but  by  paying  obedience  to 
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the  savage  mandate  of  a  mob.  Carrels  were  crowded  with 
patriots;  meclianicks  and  lawyers,  porters  and  clergy- 
men, huddled  promiscuously  into  them  ;  tlieir  decisions 
were  ocular,  and  from  thence  they  poured  out  their  mid- 
night reveries.  They  soon  determined  to  form  an  inde- 
pendent empire  ;  yes,  my  countrymen,  I  assure  you  that 
this  independent  empire,  which  you  are  now  assisting 
those  pretended  patriots  to  erect,  was  formed  above  seven 
years  ago,  though  I  dare  say  that  most  of  you  are  igno- 
rant of  the  black  design  ;  and  one  of  the  patriots  (peace  be 
to  his  manes)  openly  avowed  it,  and  declared  that  a  valua- 
tion had  been  taken  of  the  estates  in  the  Town  of  Boston, 
wiiich  he  supposed  would  be  destroyed  by  the  naval  power 
of  Great  Britain,  and  that  all  the  friends  of  licentiousness 
were  to  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  estates  of  the  friends  to 
Government. 

The  patriots  were  determined  to  himible  Great  Bri- 
tain, and,  as  a  first  step,  they  promoted  a  non-importation 
agreement  at  the  same  time  that  the  wealthy  and  artful 
among  them  had  large  quantities  of  goods  by  them,  by  the 
advanced  sale  of  which  they  made  fortunes,  and  ruined 
the  small  traders.  They  promised  to  send  their  new  im- 
ported goods  back  to  England,  and  instead  thereof,  their 
trimks  were  crowded  with  billets  of  wood,  shavings,  and 
bi'ickbats,  to  the  eternal  disgrace  of  this  Province,  when 
they  were  opened  in  England.  Some  of  the  patriots  car- 
ried about  papers  of  subscription  against  importing  goods 
from  England,  and  washing  women  and  porters,  in  order 
to  swell  the  list,  made  their  marks,  (for  write  they  could 
not.)  that  they  would  not  import  coaches  or  chariots  from 
liome.  When  they  were  told  of  the  impropriety  of  such 
a  conduct,  and  that  the  scheme  would  have  no  effect,  they 
replied,  that  they  were  sensible  of  it,  but  Great  Britain 
would  be  scared  by  it.  They  hired  mercenaries  in  Eng- 
land to  cabal  and  write  for  them,  and  raise  an  insurrection. 
^Vhen  they  were  told  that  Great  Britain  would  be  roused, 
tliey  said,  that  she  was  not  to  be  dreaded;  that  she  had 
neither  men  nor  money;  that  there  was  more  money  in 
the  Colonies  than  \n  England ;  that  if  she  should  resent  it, 
that  the  Colonies  woidd  not  pay  them  the  millions  that 
wej-e  due  to  her.  Not  content  with  tliis  insult,  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  disavowed  any  observance  of  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment. Great  Britain,  with  her  usual  lenity,  pitied  our 
infatuation,  till  she  was  at  last  forced  to  send  troops  to  sup- 
port civil  Government.  Those  troops  we  were  then  to 
destroy,  and  we  did  our  best  to  destroy  them  ;  but  felt  the 
fatal  consequence  of  tiie  attempt.  Our  violences  at  last 
rose  to  such  an  height,  that  injured  sovereignty  and  an 
insulted  Government  have  been  roused  to  assert  their 
authority,  in  order  to  curb  as  wanton  and  wicked  a  rebel- 
lion as  ever  raged  in  any  Government  upon  earth. 

Thus,  my  countrymen,  1  have  very  shortly  stated  to 
you  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  present  rebellion.  I  be- 
lieve that  many,  if  not  most  of  you,  were  insensible  of  the 
ambitious  views  of  your  leaders.  I  do  not  think  that  you 
were  so  devoid  of  virtue  as  to  rush  into  so  horrid  a  crime 
at  one  leap;  for  let  me  tell  you, that  it  is  the  highest  crime 
that  a  member  of  society  can  be  guilty  of,  and  the  pun- 
ishment annexed  to  it  is  nothing  less  than  a  forfeiture  of 
estate  and  life.  Your  leaders  have  deceived  you  into  what 
they  do  not  believe  themselves;  they  were  desperate  them- 
selves, and  they  have  involved  you  in  their  own  just  doom. 
They  tell  you  your  properties  and  religion  are  at  stake. 
Your  ministers  tell  you  so  too,  and  1  know  you  are  too  apt 
to  take  all  that  they  say  for  gospel.  But,  pray,  what  dan- 
ger is  your  religion  in?  Why,  it  is  said  that  Popery  is 
established  in  Canada,  and  will  be  established  here.  No, 
my  countrymen,  Popery  is  not  established  in  Canada,  let 
your  teachers  and  leaders  assert  it  never  so  roundly;  it  is 
only  indulged  to  the  Roman  Catholicks  there.  Your  Con- 
tinental Congress  says,  that  God  and  nature  have  given 
them  a  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  religion  ;  it  is  what 
they  capitulated  for  with  General  Amherst;  it  is  what  the 
just,  the  humane  King  George  the  Third  confirmed  to 
them.  This  is  the  King  whom  you  so  lately  professed 
allegiance  to,  in  opposition  to  the  Parliament ;  not  consi- 
dering that  it  was  by  acts  of  Parliament  that  the  crown 
was  placed  upon  his  head,  and  on  the  heads  of  his  prede- 
cessors. It  seems,  indeed,  that  your  leaders  have  more 
lately  found  out  that  it  is  as  necessary  to  deny  the  autho- 
rity of  the  King,  as  they  have  been  daring  in  denying  that 


of  bis  Parliament.  \Vitness  their  late  thanksgiving  pro- 
clamation, which  concludes  with  a  "God  save  the  People,"' 
instead  of  the  lieretofore  invariable  "God  save  the  King." 
\Vill  it  not  suflice  your  leaders  to  mock  the  King,  but  they 
must  mock  Heaven  also?  Read  it  over;  view  the  cloven 
foot  of  one  of  your  spiritual  guides  peeping  out,  whose  pen 
fabricated  the  mockery,  and  whose  foot  has  many  a  time 
trod  the  recesses  of  rebellion  with  the  cabal ;  and  I  dare 
to  say  that  had  it  not  been  for  his  mole-like,  underground 
cunning,  and  priestcraft,  that  this  once  over  happy,  but  now 
miserably  distracted  Province,  had  not  been  so  soon  in- 
volved in  distress. 

I  would  ask  you  also,  my  countrymen,  how  your  pro- 
perties are  at  stake?  You  will  doubtless  tell  me  that  acts 
ol  Parliament  have  been  made,  to  oblige  you  to  pay  duties 
upon  various  articles.  Be  it  so.  Why  then  do  you  pur- 
chase articles  that  are  to  pay  duties  ?  Why  then  did  you 
not  petition,  in  a  constitutional  manner,  to  have  those  acts 
repealed  ?  The  British  Parliament  never  assumed  to 
themselves  infallibility,  and  many  a  time  have  they  repeal- 
ed American  acts,  when  they  have  been  convinced  that 
the  enforcement  of  them  was  incompatible  with  the  mutual 
interest.  It  is  true  your  leaders  did  petition,  but  in  such 
an  unconstitutional  manner,  that  it  was  below  the  dignity 
and  contrary  to  the  system  of  the  English  Government  lo 
hear  such  petitions,  and  this  your  leaders  knew  must  be 
the  fate  of  them;  and  this  method  they  planned  in  order 
to  effect  their  independence,  and  make  themselves  of  that 
importance  to  you  which  they  now  appear  in.  But  you 
can  have  no  just  plea  for  entering  so  deeply  into  opposi- 
tion against  the  Parent  State.  You  may  know,  if  you 
please,  that  King  Charles  the  First  granted  to  our  ances- 
tors a  Charter ;  you  may  call  it  a  compact,  if  you  please, 
too,  and  if  it  be  so,  the  argument  will  be  much  against 
you;  for  in  that  you  comjiacted  to  pay  duties,  after  a  short 
term  of  years;  and  you  have  been  fulfilling  your  compact, 
by  paying  duties,  for  above  an  hundred  years  past,  till  of 
late  the  scandalous  smuggling  business  reared  its  front 
against  the  laws,  and  brought  the  State  into  its  present 
distraction.  You  have  been  told,  also,  that  your  land  was 
to  be  taxed,  and  that  you  were  to  be  brought  into  Lord- 
ships. This  I  know  hath  been  artfully  propagated  among 
you,  and  I  dare  assert  it  to  be  groundless.  There  is  too 
much  justice  and  benignity  in  the  English  Government  to 
advance  such  a  scheme;  and  supposing  that  they  had  it 
in  their  idea  to  do  it,  so  violent  an  opposition  ought  to  have 
been  suspended,  at  least  till  the  scheme  had  been  brought 
into  action.  It  is  like  one  man's  cutting  another's  throat, 
lest  the  other  might  possibly  injure  his  grandchildren. 

I  am  loth  to  detain  you  any  longer,  my  countrymen, 
from  sober  refiection.  For  God's  sake,  for  your  own  sake, 
for  your  wives  and  children's  sake,  pause  a  moment,  and 
weigh  the  event  of  this  unnatural  civil  war.  You  have 
roused  the  British  lion  ;  you  have  incensed  that  Power 
which  hath  crushed  much  greater  Powers  than  you  can 
boast  of,  and  hath  done  it  witiiout  your  aid  too.  Great 
Britain  is  not  so  distressed  for  men  or  money  as  some 
would  make  you  believe.  Your  conduct  hath  raised  the 
resentment  of  the  greatest  Powers  in  Europe,  and  she 
may,  if  she  pleases,  accept  of  their  proffered  aid.  But 
your  priests  and  your  leaders  tell  you  otherwise;  and  I 
will  just  put  the  case,  that  supposing  Heaven,  in  righteous 
judgment,  should  suffer  you  to  conquer,  look  forward  then 
to  the  fatal  consequences  of  your  conquest.  You  will 
be  conquered  by  an  army  of  your  own  raising,  and  then 
your  dreaded  slavery  is  fixed.  The  ambition  and  despe- 
ration of  your  leaders  will  then  demand  the  fruit  of  all 
their  toils.  Turn  back  a  kw  pages  of  the  English  his- 
tory; read  the  account  of  the  civil  wars  of  the  last  century, 
and  view  the  triumphs  and  absolute  sway  of  that  tyrant 
Cromwell.  He,  like  some  of  your  leaders,  began  with  hu- 
moring the  enthusiasm  of  the  times,  and  ended  the  parri- 
cide of  his  Country.  Let  me  suppose,  again,  as  you  vainly 
imagine,  that  this  will  not  be  the  case,  and  that  when  vou 
have  conquered,  you  will  then  beat  all  your  swords  into 
ploughshares.  How  long  do  you  think  it  will  be  before 
you  "are  obliged  to  change  sides,  and  beat  your  plough- 
shares into  swords  again?  You  will  then  have  twelve  or 
fourteen  Colonies  to  form  into  an  independent  empire. 
Where,  then,  is  to  be  the  seat  of  empire?  Surely  the 
Massachusetts- Baij  hath  the  best  title  to  precedence;  thc\ 
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began  ihe  rebellion,  and  lliey  have  the  best  title  to  reward. 
Do  you  think  that  the  other  Colonies  cannot  furnish  as 
artful  demagogues  as  this  Province  can  ?  Do  not  nnagine 
that  we  are  the  men  that  wisdom  is  to  die  witli.  \\  e 
shall  be  cantoned  out  into  petty  Slates ;  we  shall  be  in- 
volved in  perpetual  wars  for  an  inch  or  two  of  ground  ; 
our  fertile  fields  will  be  deluged  with  blood;  our  wives 
and  cliildren  be  involved  in  the  horrid  scene;  foreign  Pow- 
ers will  step  in  and  share  in  the  plunder  that  remains,  and 
those  who  are  left  to  tell  the  story  will  be  reduced  to  a 
more  abject  slavery  than  that  which  you  now  dread.  The 
Colonies  are  too  jealous  of  each  other  to  remain  long  in  a 
state  of  friendship. 

I  will  now,  my  fellow-citizens,  change  the  scene  to  a 
more  eligible  view  for  your  interest,  and  suppose  it  possi- 
ble, though  you  don't  think  it  so,  that  Great  Britain  can 
conquer  you,  and  that,  instead  of  being  victors,  you  may 
be  subjects  again.  You  will  tiien  have  the  mildest  Govern- 
ment to  live  under;  a  Government  to  be  envied  by  the 
rest  of  mankind,  and  whose  only  unliappiness  is,  that  it  is 
too  apt  to  abuse  that  liberty  which  God  and  the  Constitu- 
tion hath  blessed  it  with.  She  hath  been  loth  to  call  you 
conquered;  she  hath,  like  an  over-fond  parent,  indulged 
your  peevishness,  and  withheld  her  resentment,  until  she 
hath  felt  the  smart  of  her  indulgence  ;  she  is  now  roused, 
but  her  resentment  is  tempered  with  mildness.  He  whom 
you  formerly  acknowledged  for  your  Sovereign  drops  the 
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tear  of  pity  for  you,  in  his  late  speech  from  the  tlirone  ;  a 
speech  so  attempered  with  paternal  pity,  royal  firmness  of 
mind,  and  sentiment  of  dignity,  as  distinguislies  the  speak- 
er as  the  father  of  his  Country  and  the  ornament  of  human 
nature.  Clemency  he  is  distinguished  for ;  he  is  revered 
for  his  humanity;  but  his  soul  is  impressed  with  too  much 
magnanimity,  to  suffer  his  laws  and  the  rights  of  his  sub- 
jects to  be  tram])led  under  the  foot  of  rebellion  ;  he  holds 
out  the  sceptre  of  mercy,  that  bright  gem  of  his  royal  dig- 
nity, for  you  to  embrace;  hut  if  you  choose  to  kiss  the  rod 
of  his  justice,  be  you  yourselves  witnesses  that  it  is  not 
his  choice.  Remember  that  Heaven  punishes  but  to  save. 
The  God  of  Heaven  hath  repeatedly  checked  rebellion, 
and  our  own  history  confirms  its  defeats.  Rebellion  is  so 
odious  in  the  eyes  of  all  rational  beings,  that  it  is  for  the 
universal  good  that  it  should  be  suppressed.  It  saps  the 
foundation  of  moral  virtue,  and  tlierefore  it  is  for  the  gen- 
eral interest  that  all  nature  should  rise  in  arms  against  it; 
and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  Providence  will  arrest 
it  in  its  career.  When  that  time  comes,  complain  not  that 
you  were  not  forewarned,  and  bear  your  own  punishiHent 
without  murmuring. 

That  you  may  seriously  reflect  on  your  own  impending 
fate,  and  the  l^ite  of  your  wives  and  innocent  children,  be- 
fore you  take  the  deadly  plunge,  and  that  you  may  imme- 
diately retire  from  the  precipice  of  ruin,  is  the  friendly  wish 
of  your  fellow-citizen,  Z.  Z. 


NEW.YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  during  the  recess  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  by  their  adjournment  on  the  Ath  of 
November, "1775,  until  a  sufficient  number  of  the  newly 
elected  Delegates  attended  to  represent  a  majority  of  the 
Counties  and  form  a  Co7igrcss,  on  the  6th  of  Decem- 
bcr,  177.5.* 
A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Ihtncock,  President 

of  the  Continental  Congress,  was  received  hy  express,  after 

the  Provincial  Congress  had  adjourned,  and  is  in  the  words 

following,  to  wit : 

"  rhiladi'lphia,  November  9,  177.'). 

"Gentlemen:  Your  several  letters,  lately  received, 
have  been  laid  before  the  Congress.  Those  that  respect 
the  fort  in  the  Highlands  have  been  acted  upon,  and  I  here 
enclose  you  the  resolutions  of  Congress  thereupon,  which 
you  will  please  put  in  iiimiediate  execution.  As  soon  as 
Congress  have  determined  upon  the  otiier  matters  men- 
tioned in  your  letters,  the  result  shall  be  communicated  to 
you,  as  I  am  directed  to  forward  immediately,  by  express, 
the  enclosed. 

"  1  have  not  time  to  add  but  that  I  am,  with  respect. 
Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"John  Hancock,  President. 
"  To  the  Members  of  the  Convention  o(  Neiv-Yorlc." 

The  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the 
8il)  of  November,  enclosed  iii  said  Letter,  are  as  follows, 
viz  : 

"  lu  Cungross,  Nuvembcr  8,  177.'>. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Commander,  with  the  rank  of  a 
Colonel,  be  appointed  to  take  command  of  the  Fortifica- 
tions or  Fortresses  on  llwUon's  River,  in  the  Highlands. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention 
o(  j\eu'-Vork,  to  empower  the  said  Commander  to  call 
together  and  command  two  hundred  men  of  the  Militia  of 
Dutchess,  Orange,  and  Ulster  Counties,  and  one  Company 
of  Artillery  from  the  City  of  New-  Vork,  who  shall  be  sia- 
liiincd  in  the  Highlands  until  relieved  hy  the  Company  of 
Amlliry  directed  hy  this  Congress  to  be  raised  in  the  City 
oi'  Ncw-Yurk,  and  such  other  Continental  troops  as  may 
hereafter  be  directed  to  take  possession  of  the  same. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Minute-Men  or  Militia,  while  on 
service,  be  maintained  and  paid  at  the  same  rate  as  the  rest 
of  the  Continental  forces. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  number  of  the  Militia  of  the  Coun- 
ties of  Dutchess,  Orange,  and  Lister,  be  formed  into  Inde- 
pendent Companies,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commander 

*  Tlip  now  CoTigrcRS  u*oro  to  linvo  iiv 
wcrr  <'\,tU;\  on  tlic  7lh  of  .Yorrm/yfr,  ni 
•JTlii  of  Octubcr. 


of  the  said  fortresses,  and,  in  case  of  ahirm,  be  directed  to 
repair  to  the  several  stations  in  the  Highlands,  which,  in 
order  to  prevent  confusion,  should  be  immediately  assigned 
them. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  troops  which  shall  at  any  time 
hereafter  be  directed  to  garrison  the  fortresses  in  the  High- 
lands be  put  unrler  the  direction  of  the  Commander  of  the 
fortresses,  except  when  headed  by  a  General  Officer. 

'•  Resolved,  That  the  Deputy  Commissary-General  be 
directed  to  provide  sufficient  provision  for  one  thousand 
men  for  one  month,  and  keep  that  quantity  in  stock. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Powder  sent  from  this  place  to 
General  Schuyler  be  remanded,  if  it  can  be  any  way  spared, 
and  left  at  the  fortresses  in  the  Highlands. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Conmiittee  of  Safety  of  Pennsyl- 
vania be  recjuested  to  furnish  the  Colony  o(  New- York 
with  five  hundred  pounds  of  Powder,  and  forward  the  same 
immediately  to  Dobbs's  Ferry;  that  the  Convention  o( New- 
York  give  order  to  receive  it  there,  and  send  it  as  soon  as 
possible  to  the  fortresses  in  the  Highlands. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention 
of  New-  York,  if  they  have  not  already  sent  forward  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  Cannon  for  the  defence  of  the  fortresses 
erecting  in  the  Highlands,  that  they  immediately  send  for- 
ward to  those  fortresses  so  many  of  the  Cannon  at  Kings- 
bridge,  of  the  best  quality  and  largest  bore,  as  they  may 
think  necessary  for  that  purpose." 

The  Provincial  Congress  having  adiourned  to  the  Mill 
of  November,  when  the  new  elected  members  are  to  meet, 
such  of  llie  members  of  the  new  Congress  as  were  present 
in  Nt-w-York  forwarded  copies  of  said  Resolutions  to  the 
Coinmiitces  of  Dutchess,  Orange,  and  Ulster  Counties, 
enclosed  in  a  Letter  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Nrw-York,  Xovriiiber  13,  177.-). 

Gentlemen:  You  will  see,  by  the  enclosed  copy  of 
sundry  resolutions,  received  by  express  from  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  that  your  County,  together  with  the 
other  two  Counties  therein  mentioned,  are  to  furnish  imme- 
diately two  hundred  men  to  the  fortifications  on  IJudson's 
River,  to  be  maintained  and  paid  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  Continental  troops,  and  to  remain  there  until  relieved. 
That  you  are  also  to  form  a  number  of  your  militia  into 
Companies,  to  be  ready,  in  case  of  alarm,  to  proceed  to  any 
post  on  the  river,  and  perform  duty,  at  a  minute's  warning. 

We  conceive  that  you  will  think  it  your  duty  to  furnish 
inmiediately  at  least  one-third  of  the  number  required,  to 
wit,  a  Company  of  sixty-seven  men,  including  officers,  pro- 
]ierly  armed,  accoutred,  and  equipped,  to  proceed  without 
delay  to  the  said  fortifications,  and  remain  there  till  re- 
lieved by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress.     If  you  shall 
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find  it  convenient  to  raise  and  send  to  tiie  forls  more  than 
your  proportion,  or  inconvenient  to  furnish  your  proportion, 
we  request  that,  in  either  such  case,  you  would  immedi- 
ately despatch  one  or  more  of  your  most  judicious  mem- 
bers to  the  Committees  of  the  other  two  Counties  men- 
tioned in  the  said  resolutions,  and  make  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  to  have  the  resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress 
fully  complied  with.  This  will,  no  doubt,  be  most  easily 
done  by  stationing  one  of  your  best  Companies  of  minute- 
men,  or  Independent  Companies,  at  the  forts,  or  such  other 
places  as  shall  be  directed,  for  the  jn-esent,  by  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Continental  forces  at  the  fort. 

As  the  Deputy  Commissary-General  is  directed  to  pro- 
vide and  keep  there  a  sufficient  stock  of  provisions  for  a 
thousand  men,  we  presume  that,  beside  your  proportion  of 
two  hundred  inen,  now  ordered  to  garrison  those  forts,  the 
proportion  of  the  militia  of  your  County  which  is  to  he 
formed,  in  readiness  to  march  to  the  fortresses,  or  such 
stations  in  the  Highlands  as  shall  be  assigned  them  in  case 
of  any  alarm,  cannot  be  less  than  three  hundred.  We 
therefore  pray  you  also  to  make  a  proper  arrangement,  in 
the  militia  of  your  County,  for  this  service,  and  to  take 
especial  care  that  the  officers  be  such  as  feel  the  cause  of 
their  Country,  and  will  defend  it;  and  that  you  send  us, 
by  the  return  of  your  members  to  Congress,  or  sooner  if 
irossible,  a  full  account  of  your  proceedings  in  the  premi- 
ses, that  the  Provincial  Congress,  as  soon  as  met,  may  be 
enabled  to  give  a  proper  and  satisfactory  answer  to  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress,  and  convince  both  our 
friends  and  foes  that  we  are  as  willing,  as  ready,  and  as 
brave,  as  any  of  our  sister  Colonies  on  the  Continent. 

As  our  Provincial  Congress  was  adjourned,  before  the 
arrival  of  the  express  from  Philadelphia,  to  the  14th  in- 
stant, when  new  elected  members  are  to  meet,  we  thought 
it  our  duty  to  forward  to  you  a  copy  of  the  resolutions,  as 
far  as  they  respect  your  County,  with  our  sentiments  on 
the  subject. 

And  we  are,  most  respectfully.  Gentlemen,  )our  very 
liLunble  servants, 

P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  EriBKUT  Dumond, 

Alexander  McDougall,     William  Allison, 
Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Thomas  Sjiith. 

James  Beekman, 
The  same  gentlemen  also  addressed  a  IjCtlcr  to  Jl'aller 
Uvingstori,  Ksq.,De\)uty  Commissary-General,  in  the  words 
followiuL',  viz  : 

Now-York,  Nov,-„il.,T  i:i,  17?:.. 

Sir:  We  received  by  express,  from  I'hiladc/phia,  sun- 
dry resolutions  of  Congress.  We  enclose  you  a  copy  of 
such  of  them  as  will  show  you  the  necessity  of  furnisliing 
and  keeping  up  a  stock  of  provisions  for  a  thousand  men, 
for  a  month,  at  the  fortifications  in  the  Highlands.  Those 
jiosts  have  been  hitherto  supplied  from  hence. 

We  beg  leave  to  suggest  it  as  our  opinion,  that  though 
a  proper  stock  of  salt  provision  must  be  laid  in  store,  yet 
fresh  beef,  for  present  daily  consumption,  will  be  most 
healthy  for  the  troops,  and  much  the  cheapest,  and  may 
be  easily  obtained,  in  great  plenty,  from  Orange  County, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fort. 

We  are,  respectfully,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servants, 
P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Egbert  Dumond, 

Alexander  McDougall,     William  Allison, 
Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Thomas  Smith. 

James  Beekman, 
To  Walter  Livingston,  Esq. 

N-w-Yu.k,  Novci.il.  .■  20,  177:.. 
Deputies  chosen  to  represent  the  City  ajid  Comity  of 
^'eio-York,  and  the  Counties  of  ft'vslchester,  Ulster,  and 
Dutchess,  in  Provincial  Congress  met ;  and  there  not  being 
a  majority  of  the  Counties  represented,  the  gentlemen  pre- 
sent recjuested  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  late  Provincial 
Congress  to  address  a  Letter  to  the  members  chosen  to 
represent  King's  County,  in  the  words  following: 

New-York,  November  22,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  members  chosen  to  represent  the 
Counties  of  jVeji'-Yor/i:,  Westchester,  Ulster,  and  Dutchess, 
in  Provincial  Congress,  have  met  several  days  past,  but 
cannot  proceed  to  business,  for  want  of  more  members.  I 
am  therefore  directed,  by  those  met,  to  request  of  you  that 


a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  represent  your  County 
do  attend  and  take  their  seats  as  soon  as  possible,  that  the 
business  of  the  great  cause  we  are  engaged  in  may  be  no 
longer  delayed  or  neglected. 

1  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

The  De|)uties  present  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock, 
to-morrow  morning. 

Nou'-York,  Novomber  23,  177."). 
Deputies  chosen  to  represent  the  Counties  of  New- 
York,  Albany,  Dutchess,  (Vestchester,  King's,  Suffolk, 
and  Ulster,  in  Provincial  Congress  convened;  but  there 
not  being  a  majority  of  the  (,'ounties  represented,  the  gen- 
tlemen |)reseut  requested  Mr.  Robert  Benson,  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  to  address  a 
Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Orange  County,  in  the  words 
following  : 

Ncw.Y'ork,  Nuvember  23,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  Deputies  chosen  to  represent  the 
Counties  of  Nciv-York,  Albany,  Dutchess,  Westchester, 
King's,  Suffolk,  and  Ulster,  in  Provincial  Congress,  are 
met ;  but  as  they  are  not  a  majority  of  the  Counties,  can- 
not proceed  to  business.  1  am  therefore  directed  by  the 
members  present  to  write  you  by  express,  requesting  that 
a  representation  of  your  County  may  be  sent  down  to  the 
Congress  without  loss  of  time,  that  the  measures  necessary 
to  be  carried  into  execution  may  not  be  delayed  or  neg- 
lected. 

1  am.  Gentlemen,  yours,  &c.,  R.  Benson. 

To    the   Chairman   and    Members   of   the   Committee   of 

Orange  County. 

The  Deputies  present  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock, 
to-morrow  morning.  

New-York,  Novf-mbsr  21,  1775. 
The  Deputies  from  several  of  the  Counties  met;  but 
there  not  being  a  majority  of  the  Counties  represented,  the 
gentlemen  present  requested  Mr.  Benson  to  draught  a  Let- 
ter to  the  Representatives  of  the  County  of  Richmond,  in 
the  late  Provincial  Congress,  in  the  words  following,  viz : 
Now.York,  November  24,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  Deputies  from  most  of  the  Counties 
have  met  during  the  course  of  this  week,  and,  with  the 
addition  of  a  few  members,  who  are  hourly  expected,  will 
undoubtedly  form  a  Congress  next  Monday  or  Tuesday,  at 
farthest,  and  proceed  to  business.  A  report  prevails  that 
the  people  of  your  County  will  not  send  members  to  rep- 
resent them  in  Provincial  Congress.  1  am  directed  by  the 
members  present  to  inform  you  of  this,  and  to  request  that 
you  will  inform  them,  as  soon  as  you  possibly  can,  of  the 
state  of  your  County  relative  to  the  choice  of  Deputies  to 
represent  them  in  the  ensuing  Congress. 

Yours,  Sic,  R.  Benson. 

To  Paul  Micheau,  John  Journey,  Aaron  Cortelyou,  Ri- 
chard Connor,  and  Richard  Lawrence,  Esquires,  Rich- 
mond County. 

The  Deputies  present  then  adjourned,  from  ilay  to  day, 
until  Friday,  the  1st  day  of  December. 

Nru-York,  Frblay,  December  1,  1775. 

The  Deputies  of  the  several  Counties,  chosen  to  repre- 
sent the  said  Counties  in  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Co- 
lony of  iVcH--  York,  having  met  several  days,  but  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a  majority  of  the  Counties  not  being  present, 
could  not  proceed  to  business  as  a  Congress.  Wherefore, 
for  the  sake  of  order,  and  for  the  purpose  of  reading  and 
answering  several  letters  which  have  been  received  since 
the  dissolution  of  the  last  Congress,  and  for  taking  such 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  calling  such  oiher  mem- 
bers as  are  chosen  and  have  not  attended,  chose  Colonel 
Nathaniel  WoodhuU  Chairman. 

Tlie  Members  present  are  as  follows,  viz : 

For  New- York  :  Colonel  McDougall,  Captain  Rutgers, 
Mr.  J^an  Zandt,  ftlr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Ray,  Col- 
onel Brasher. 

For  Albany:  Major  Nicoll,  Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr. 
Cui/ler,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Bleecker. 

For  King's  :  Mr.  Covenhoven. 

For  Dltchess  :   Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Ilumjihrcys. 
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For  Westchester:  Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Thomas  Loclc- 
vood. 

FopUlsteu:  Mr.  JVynkoop,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Palmer. 

For  Slk FOLK  :  Colonel  If'oodhull,  Me.  L'llommcclieu, 
Mr.  Hobart. 

Agreed,  That  Circular  Letters  be  wrote  and  transmitted 
1)}'  express  to  the  Counties  of  Tnjun,  Charlotte,  and  Cum- 
ber/and, recjuestini;  that  the  Deputies  chosen  lo  rejjresent 
the  said  Counties  in  Provincial  Congress  may  be  sent  down 
to  attend  said  Congress  without  delay. 

Ai^rctd,  That  Letters  similar  be  wrote  and  sent  by  ex- 
])ress^to  Orange,  King's,  and  Dutchess  Counties. 

By  order  of  the  Deputies  attending,  a  Leiter  was  ad- 
diessed  to  the  Committees  of  some  of  the  Counties,  and 
signed  by  John  MrKcsson,  their  Secretary,  in  the  words 

foHowing,  to  wit : 

Ncu-.York,  Dec;.niber  1,  1773. 

Gentlemen:  The  Deputies  oi  ISeu'-Ynrlc,  Albantj, 
Dutchess,  IVestchestcr,  Ulster,  and  Suffolk,  have  attended 
a  considerable  time  in  JSeiv-  York,  and  have  not  been  able  to 
form  a  Congress.  They  have  directed  nie  lo  write  to  you, 
and  press  the  necessity  that  your  County  do  immediately 
send  Deputies  to  attend  the  Provincial  Congress,  so  as  to 
represent  the  County.  The  publick  business  has  long  been 
delayed  for  want  of  members.  The  gentlemen  present 
hope  that  there  is  no  occasion  to  represent  to  you  the  dis- 
agreeable state  that  this  Colony  must  be  reduced  to  with- 
out a  Provincial  Congress.  On  the  one  hand,  should  the 
reins  of  Government  be  let  loose,  and  the  mob  direct  mat- 
ters at  their  pleasure,  the  horrors  of  our  situation  niay  be 
more  easily  conceived  than  described.  And,  on  the  other 
hand,  sliould  the  Continental  Congress  find  it  necessary,  for 
the  publick  service  and  for  the  want  of  a  Congress,  to  iiut 
the  Colony  under  military  governn)onl,  directed  by  a  IMa- 
jor-General  and  an  army,  and  that  at  the  sole  expense  of 
this  Colony,  vou  may  easily  imagine  what  disagreeable  con- 
sequences will  ensue.  Many  gentlemen  present  arc  appre- 
hensive that  one  or  the  other  of  the  above  events  will  be 
the  conserjuence,  if  a  Congress  is  not  speedily  foiincd,  so 
as  to  proceed  to  business  and  direct. 

1  am,  bv  order  of  the  gendemen  present,  most  rcsj.icct- 
fullv.  Gentlemen,  your  verv  humble  scrvani, 

John  MrKi:sM.:s. 

One  copy  whereof  was  addressed  to  the  Committee  of 
Trifon  County,  another  copy  was  addressed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Charlotte,  and  another  copy  to  the  Committee 
of  Cumberland. 

By  order  of  the  Deputies  present,  a  Letter  was  addressed 
to  the  Committee  of  Orange  County,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wil  : 

X.'W.Vuik.  D.ccinh.T  1.  177.-.. 

Ge.ntle.mkn  :  ^Ve  are  extremely  sorry  to  inform  }  ou  that 
we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  make  a  Congress;  and  as  we 
suppose  that  your  County  have  now  held  the  election  for 
Deputies  to  represent  you  here,  we  beg  that  you  will  not  de- 
lay sending  down  your  members  by  next  37o?i(/«//  morning, 
that  the  publick  business  may  no  longer  sull'er  for  the  want 
of  a  representation  of  your  County  ;  for  such  is  the  (Peril- 
ous state  of  America,  and  this  Colony  in  particular,  that  a 
(-'onvention  of  the  Deputies  is  absolutel}'  necessary  with 
the  utmost  despatch.  But  if,  after  such  repeated  applica- 
tions lo  your  County  to  be  in  Congress  by  their  Deputies, 
vou  continue  lo  neglect  a  measure  so  necessary  for  your 
reputation  and  safely,  you  must  not  complain  if  the  Con- 
gress determine  upon  matters  relative  lo  your  County,  in 
common  with  others,  although  yours  should,  by  your  inat- 
tention, be  unrepresented. 
To  the  Committee  of  Orange  Couniy. 

Letter  from  Paid  j\Iichcau,  one  of  the  Deputies  fiom 
Richmond  County,  in  llie  late  Provincial  Congress,  direct- 
ed to  Mr.  Robert  Benson,  Secretary  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, I\ew-York : 

"Iliclimoml  County,  ir-ccnjUcr  1,  177.5. 

'■Sir:  1  received  yours  of  the  24th  ullimo  last  night, 
and  especteil  that  our  Committee  had  acquainted  the  Con- 
gress, ere  this,  of  the  state  of  the  County  relative  to  the 
choosing  new  Depnlie-.  When  1  returned  from  Congress. 
I  immediately  nc(]iiainted  them  lliat  the  Congress  was  dis- 
solveil.  anil  had  or(l<  red  ihc  C'onuinttee  in  each  Cinintv  to 


convene  the  people  to  elect  new  Deputies,  and  desired  them 
lo  advertise  all  sucli  persons  in  the  Couniy  as  had  a  right 
to  choose  representatives  in  General  Assembly. 

"  I  am  now  to  inform  you  that,  agreeable  to  my  request, 
a  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  called,  in  order  to  adver- 
tise, and  not  a  majority  appearing,  tliose  that  did  appear 
concluded  they  were  not  emjjowered  to  act;  since  which, 
nothing  has  been  done. 

"  I  should  be  glad  the  Congress  would  write  the  Coni- 
milteu  to  send  their  I'casons  for  not  convening  the  people  ; 
a  list  of  theii'  names  you  will  see  at  bottom. 

"  The  situation  of  my  fltmily  is  such,  at  present,  that  if 
the  people  should  think  projier  to  choose  tne  again,  I  can 
by  no  means  serve. 

"  That  the  present  Congress  may  endeavour  to  keep  tran- 
quillity and  good  order  in  our  Province,  and  make  ])eaca 
with  our  ^Mother  Country,  is  the  sincere  and  fervent  wis'i 
of  your  most  sincere  fiiend  and  humble  servant, 

"  Paul  Micheal'. 

"  P.  S.  Please  to  connnunicate  this  to  Congress. 

"Committee's  names:  Captain  John  Krttlctas,  Captain 
Chriitian  Jacobson,  Captain  Cornelius  Dussosway,  Henry 
Perine,  David  Latourelle,  Esq.,  Peter  Mersereau,  John 
Poillon,  Moses  Depuy,  Lambert  Mcrrell,  John  Tysen,  Jo- 
seph Christopher,  George  Barnes,  aud  Daniel  Corson.'' 

A  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony,  in  Conti- 
nental Congress,  was  read,  in  the  words  following,  viz: 

"  Pliiladi^'lphia,  NovoiiibcT  3,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen:  On  perusing  our  credentials,  we  find  the 
continuance  of  our  delegation  unlimited.  As  this  a|)pear3 
to  us  an  omission  of  great  importance,  we  think  it  our  duly 
lo  apprize  you  of  it,  and  hope  that  no  delicacy,  with  respect 
to  us,  may  influence  you  to  decline  a  new  appointment. 

'•  We  have  been  informed  that  compensation  for  our  e.x- 
penses  and  loss  of  time  is  under  your  consideration  ;  and 
as  we  presume  an  account  of  the  provision  made  by  the 
other  Colonies  for  their  respective  Delegates  would  be 
agreeable  to  you,  we  lake  the  liberty  of  subjoining  it: 

"Georgia,  one  hundred  Pounds  sterling  to  each  Dele- 
g;ile  per  month  ;  South- Carolina,  three  hundred  Pounds  to 
each  for  the  last  Congress;  North-Carolina,  five  hundred 
Pounds  curiency  lo  each  per  year;  Tlrginia,  a  half  jolian- 
nes  per  day  to  each  ;  Maryland,  forty  Shillings  lo  each  per 
day,  proclamalinn  ;  Pennsylvania,  twenty  Shillings  to  eacli 
jier  day,  besides  the  allowance  to  such  of  the  members  as 
come  from  the  Counties;  Connecticut, Uwcc  Dollars  to  each 
per  day,  for  the  loss  of  lime,  besides  all  expenses — allow- 
ing each  Delegate  a  servant  and  two  horses  ;  Rhode-Island, 
exactly  the  same  as  Connecticut ;  ]Massachusells,a]\  expen- 
ses as  above,  and  two  Dollars  lo  each  per  day;  JSew-lJa)np- 
shire,  all  expeines  as  abo\e,  and  half  a  Guinea  per  day  to 
each. 

"  We  are,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  re5]icct,  the  Congress's 
and  your  humble  servants, 

".James  Dla.ve,  ^\  ,m.  Flovd, 

'•.loiiN  Ai.'-oi',  l''nANLis  Lewis, 

".Jons    .Kv,  HeNKV  Wl^NEK." 

"  K.  K.  Ln  in(;.-ton,  Jin., 
A  Letter  from  James  Duane  and  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
Jan.,  two  of  the   Delegates  of  this  Colony  at  Continental 
Congress,  was  lead,  in  the  words  following,  viz: 

••  rhihidclphi:!,  Xovoin'oer  9,  1775. 
ongress   have  taken  the  resolu- 
dcrof  the  fortress  in  the  High- 
lands, with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  IVcduLsday  is  fixed  for 
the  purpose. 

"  As  it  must  be  of  moment  that  this  command  should  be 
vested  in  a  person  of  abilities,  and  in  whom  the  inhabitants 
place  confidence,  we  wish  you  would  name  three  or  four 
gentlemen  who  are  competent  for  that  trust,  and  we  shall 
endeavour  to  get  one  of  them  preferred.  You  will,  how- 
ever, be  pleased  to  observe,  that  as  these  works  are  erected 
at  a  Continental  expense,  the  Congress  claim  an  absolute 
right  to  appoint  the  officers. 

"  AVe  have   the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Gentlemen,  yuiu-  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
"  James  Dua.ne, 
"  r.  r.  l'vingston,  jun. 
"  Honourable  Provincial  Congress,  at -New- York." 


"  Gentli'.men  :   Th 
lion  to  appoint  a  com 
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Ordered,  Tliat  the  consideration  tliereof  be  referred  lo 
the  Provincial  Congress. 

A  Letter,  dated  at  Philadelphia  on  the  llh  ofWo!)c»j- 
ber  last,  and  signed  A,  was  read,  in  the  words  Ibilowing, 

"  riiiladclpliia,  NovfM.ibLi-  1,  1775. 

"Gentlemen  of  the  Committee:  I  sincerely  sympa- 
thize with  you  in  your  distress,  and  fear  the  inhuman  pro- 
ceedings of  those  tyrants  that  infest  America.  1  am  al'raid 
your  valuable  Town  of  ISlew-  York  is  in  danger  of  being 
burned.  I  would  therefore  recommend  to  you  to  prepare 
fire-vessels,  which,  properly  made  use  of,  will  defend  you 
against  your  infernal  enemies,  and  save  your  Town,  which 
is  valuable.  1  am  of  opinion  that  I  am  [)ossessed  of  a 
knowledge  that  would  be  efficacious  in  burning  such  ves- 
sels as  may  come  to  do  you  damage;  but  as  my  situation 
requires  me  to  conceal  my  name  at  present,  it  would  not 
be  prudent  it  should  yet  be  known,  as  it  may  be  attended 
with  ill  consequences  to  me;  neither  would  it  be  prudent 
to  risk  my  advice  without  an  advantage  in  |iroportion  to  the 
service  1  may  do.  Should  you,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  con- 
ceive the  above  proposal  lo  be  of  any  importance,  and  de- 
serving of  an  answer,  be  pleased  to  direct  to  A,  at  the  Lon- 
don CofTee-House,  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Hugh  James,  the 
bar-keeper.      I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

A. 
"To  the  Chairman  of  the  Conmiittee  of  Safely  in  i\ew- 

York." 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Cioosc  J\iii  Srhaick,  dated  at 
Albany,  on  tiie  2d  November,  ult.,  informing  Congress  of 
the  death  of  John  Keyser,  Second  Lieutenant  in  Captain 
Christopher  Yates's  Company,  and  recommending  that 
I\Ir.  Tobias  J'an  Vechten  may  be  appointed  to  supply  the 
vacancy. 

A  Letter  from  tlie  Hon.  Joiin  Hancock  was  read,  in  the 
words  following,  viz: 

"  riiiladelphia,  November  10,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  The  Congress  having  appointed  a  Com 
mittee  to  purchase  clothing  for  the  Army  in  the  Northern 
Ijepaiiment,  and  the  Committee  having  purchased  them, 
1  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  they  are  ordered  to  be 
sent  by  land  to  Dobhs's  Ferry,  where  you  are  requested 
to  have  a  boat  ready  to  take  them  in,  and  transport  them 
innnediately  to  Albany.  The  wagons  set  out  to-morrow- 
morning. 

"  1  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  John  Mancock,  President. 
"To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Congress  at  New- York." 

A  Letter  from  Samuel  Tucker,  Chairman  of  the  Com 
mittee  of  Trenton,  was  read,  in  the  words  following,  viz: 
"Tivi.ton,  November  10,  1775. 

"Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  17th  ult.,  concerning  several 
resolutions  of  the  Continental  and  your  Provincial  Con- 
gress, was  delivered  to  me  this  afternoon,  under  a  new  blank 
cover, the  handwriting  of  the  superscription  lo  me  unknown. 
Our  Congress  adjourned  on  the  28th  of  last  month  to  llie 
first  Tuesday  in  April  next,  unless  sooner  convened  by  the 
Comniiltee  of  Safety. 

"The  Assembly  of  this  Colony  meets  at  Burlington  on 
Wednesday  next,  at  which  time  I  shall  have  the  opportu- 
nity of  seeing  several  members  of  om'  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty, to  whom  1  shall  communicate  the  contents  of  your  let- 
ter. At  present,  the  mode  of  forwarding  all  intelligence, 
expresses,  &,c.,  is  by  our  Town  Connnittees,  who,  on  the 
first  notice,  furnish  horses  and  projier  persons  from  one 
Town  lo  the  other,  which  has  answered  very  well,  as  far 
as  I  have  heard,  in  times  past,  although  I  am  convinced  a 
further  regulation  is  necessary,  and  horses  and  proper  per- 
sons ought  to  be  in  readiness,  kept  at  every  stage  for  the 
purpose. 

"  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  am,  ahhough  uid<nown,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant,  .,  g^^^^^^^  Tl>cker. 

"  P.  S.  Direct  in  future  to  me  at  Trenton.'" 
A  Letter  from  Cornelius  Clapper,  one  of  the  Deputies 
elected  to  represent  the  City  and  County  of  Neiv-  York, 
and  dated  the  14th  ultimo,  informing  Congress  that  the 
remoteness  of  his  situation  from  Town  renders  it  highly 
inconvenient  for  a  person  of  his  advanced  life  and  infirm 


constitution   to   give   his  attendance,  and  ho|jiiig  they  will 
accept  of  his  resignation,  was  received  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  John  Van  Ness,  dated  at  Rhine- 
beck,  the  14th  November,  1775,  informing  Congress  of 
the  place  of  rendezvous  of  his  Regiment,  in  case  of  an 
alarm,  and  that  Powder  and  Lead  is  much  wanted,  was 
received  and  filed. 

A  Letter  fi'oin  General  Schuyler,  advising  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  .SV.  John's,  was  read,  in  the  words  following,  viz: 
"  Ticonclcroga,  November  7,  1775. 

"Gentlemen:  1  am  this  moment  honoured  with  Gen- 
eral jl/o»^^o;«fn/'s  despatches,  advising  me  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  .SV.  John's,  which  surrendered  on  the  3d  instant. 
On  this  interesting  event,  1  congratulate  you  with  all  that 
satisfaction  which  arises  from  a  hope  that  it  will  be  another 
step  towards  inducing  the  Ministry  to  hearken  to  the  wish 
of  America  for  a  reconciliation,  and  that  General  Mont- 
gomery commanded,  whom  you  recommentled  in  such  a 
polite  manner  to  Congress.  The  difficulties  he  has  had  to 
surmount  would  be  too  long  for  a  letter,  at  a  time  when  I 
wish  his  success  should  be  known  the  soonest  possible. 

"  I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient  humble  servant,  ,,  p^^^^^  Schuyler. 

"  The  New-York  Provincial  Congress. 

"  P.  S.  General  Carleion  attempted  our  posts  at  Lon- 
ge^iil,  and,  although  he  had  a  considerable  body,  has  been 
beat  back  with  loss." 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  said  Letter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Another  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  was  read,  in  the 
words  following,  viz : 

" 'I'icondcroga,  November  IS,  1775. 

"Sir:  I  have  the  honour  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
success  of  our  arms  in  the  reduction  o(  Montreal,  which 
was  delivered  up  to  General  Montgomery  on  the  i;3th  in- 
stant. You  will  feel  a  particular  satisfaction  in  the  rellec- 
tion  that  you  recommended  this  brave,  experienced,  and 
sensible  gentleman,  to  a  command.  May  indulgent  Hea- 
ven smile  on  our  honest  endeavours  in  every  future  con- 
test, that  an  infatuated  Ministry  may  see  the  errors  they 
have  gone  into,  and  that  peace,  mutual  love,  and  interest, 
may  again  unite  Britons  and  Americans  in  the  most  indis- 
soluble ties,  and  erect  one  mighty  Empire,  which  the  hand 
of  the  Great  Architect  of  the  universe  only  will  be  able  to 
crush. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  with  sentiments  of  great  respect  for  you  and 
the  respectable  body  in  which  you  preside,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  „  p^^^^^^,  Schuyler. 

"Peter  J\  B.  Livingston,  Esfj.,  &c.,  Ike." 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to 
the  Provincial  Congress. 

Another  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  was  read,  in  the 
words  following,  viz  : 

"Ticonderoga,  November  20,  1775. 

"Gentlemen:  As  I  am  not  advised  of  what  money  has 
been  advanced  the  troops  raised  in  this  Colony,  I  find  it 
impossible  to  pay  them  without  the  hazard  ot  going  be- 
yond w  hat  they  ought  to  have,  especially  as  several  of  the 
olliccis  do  not  know  what  they  have  received.  You  will 
therefore  please,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to  transmit  me 
an  account  of  what  has  been  paid  by  Congress,  their  agents 
or  Committees,  specifying  the  officers'  names  to  whom,  by 
whom,  and  when,  and  distinguishing  between  billeting 
money  and  pay. 

"The  frost  is  so  intense  that  this  lake  is  already,  in 
many  parts,  covered  with  ice  ;  and  if  it  continues  a  few 
days  longer,  I  fear  our  intercourse  with  Canada  will  be 
cut  olT  for  this  year. 

"  I  am,  Gentlemen,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 

s«'^a"t.  "  Philip  Schuyler. 

"To  Peter  T\  B.  Livingston,  Esq." 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  tliis  Letter  be  also 
referred  to  the  next  Provincial  Congress. 

A  Letter  from  General  JVashington  was  read,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 
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"Cambridge,  November  IG,  1775.  apply.     1  shall  leave  the  settlement  of  the  piice  to  you. 

"Sir-   It  was  determined  at  the  conference  held   liere  1  have  not  got  the  receipt  for  the  two  hundred  pounds  sent 

in  the  Ian  month    that  such  military  stores  as  could  be  by  your  order  to  the  Committee  of  Albany.     1  had  given 

soared  from  New- York,  Crown  Point,  Tkonderoga,  k.c.,  an  order  to  Dr.  Van  Dyck,  with  whom  \  sent  a  part  of  it, 

should  be  sent  here,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army,  to  receive  the  money;  but  the  Coinmiltee  informed  hini 

As  it  was  not  clear'to  me  whether  I  was  to  send  for  it,  or  they  had  no  cash  in  hand  at  present.     As  I  suppose  they 

that  they  were  to  be  sent  to  me,  I  desired  Mr.  Beed,  on  will,  according  to  your  first  order,  pay  no  more  than  twenty 

"■  "adtlphio,  to  inquire 
I  have' not  heard  from  him  on  that  subject 


liis  way  to  Philadtlyhia,  to  inquire  into  this  matter.     As    Pounds  per  hundred  weight,  I  should  be  obliged  to  you  if 
I  Invp  not  heard  from  him  on  that  subject,  and  the  season     you   would  inform  my  son  who  is  to  pay  the  other  five 


advancing  fast,  I  have  thought  it 


ry  to  send  Henry     Pounds  and   the   bounty.      Whether  the  bounty  will  be 


Knot,  Esq.,  who  will  deliver  you  this.    After  he  fonvard; 

what  he  can  get  at  your  place,  he  will  proceed  to  General 

S<-huyler  on  this  very  important  business.      I  request  the 

favour  of  you,  Sir,  and  the  gentlemen  of  your  Congress, 

to  "ive  Mr.  Knox  all  the  assistance  in  your  ])ower.    By  so 

doing  you  will  render  infinite  service  to  your  Country,  and     humble  servant, 

vastly 'oblige,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"GEoufiK  Washington. 
"To   the   President   of  the    Provincial    Congress,   Atu'- 

Vork." 

A  Letter  from  Walter  Livingston,  Esq.,  Deputy  Com- 
missary-General, in  answer  to  the  Letter  of  the  gentlemen 
assembled  on  the  13th,  was  rend,  in  the  words  following: 

"  Albany,  Novmnbcr  22,  1775. 

"GEiNTLEMEN:  I  icccived  your  fitvourof  the  I3th  instant, 
and  am  of  opinion  that  fresh  beef  will  soon  be  scarce,  unless  . 

I  purchase  stall  fed  cattle.  1  shall,  however,  waive  my  own  conveniently  spare,  and  that  you  will  please  to  send  them 
judgment,  and  order  some  to  be  purchased,  together  with  to  Lord  Stirling,  who  commands  the  forces  in  the  Jer- 
sonfe  flour  and  pork.     The  Congress  have  resolved  that 


allowed  on  the  re-manufactured  powder  I  know  not ;  but 
if  it  is  not,  I  believe  you  will  consider  it  in  the  allowance, 
as  the  bounty  ought  to  have  been  earned  in  nearly  the 
same  time  the  manufacturer  was  employed  in  this  business. 
I  remain,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 

Rob't  Livingston,  Jln. 

'•To  Nathaniil  IVnodhuU,   E?q.,  President  of  the  Con- 
gress, New-Yorkr 
A  Letter  from   the   Hon.  John  Hancock,   President  of 

the  Continental   Congress,  was  received  and  read,  in  the 

words  following,  viz: 

"  Philadc=lplii:i,  November  27,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  Congress  to  write  to 
you,  and  request  you  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to 
furnish  the  troops  raised  in  New-Jersey,  for  the  defence  of 
New-York,  with  as  many  fire-arms  as  your  Colony  can 


some  flour  ana  pc 
Mr.  Phelps  is  one  of  my  deputies,  and,  having  no  business 
for  him  here,  have  ordered  liiin  to  repair  to  the  battery 
erected  in  the  Highlands,  with  all  convenient  speed.  Mr. 
Egbert  Dumond  has  applied  to  me  to  purchase  some  flour, 
to  whom  be  pleased  to  deliver  the  enclosed.  I  wish  you 
much  joy  with  the  surrender  of  JSlontrtal. 

"1  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
"Walter  Livingston,  Dejry  Com.  Gin. 
"  To  General  McDougall  and  the  other  Gentlemen." 

A  Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull,  as  to  the  proposed 
plan  of  communicating  intelligence,  was  read  and  filed,  in 
the  words  I'ollowini;,  viz: 

'■I..b,inou,  Noven,hor23,  1775. 

"Sir:  Your  letter  of  October  ITtli  last,  enclosing  copy 
of  the  minutes  of  Congress  directing  concerning  the  man- 
ner of  conveying  intelligence,  in  case  of  invasion,  and 
receiving  assistance  when  necessary,  and  a  plan  for  that 
purpose,  for  our  consideration,  was  not  received  till  the 
lUth  instant,  and  this  day  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have 
Your  plan 


"I  am,  Geinlciiien,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  John  Hancock,  President. 
"To  the  Members  of  the  Convention  o(  Nciv-York.'' 

A  Letter  hum  James  Huune,  one  of  the  Delegates  of 
this  Colony  in  Continental  Congress,  was  received  and 
read,  in  the  words  following,  viz: 

"i'liiladtliihia,  November  28,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  you 
the  enclosed  resolutions  of  the  Congress,  in  obedience  to 
their  order. 

"  Our  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  fortress  on  Hudson's 
River  remains  unanswered.  It  is  of  so  much  importance 
that  our  Colony  should  be  satisfied  of  the  fidelity  and  abili- 
ties of  the  ofiicer  to  whom  this  commanil  is  intrusted,  that 
we  wait  impatiently  for  your  recommendation,  flattering 
ourselves  that  it  will  ha\e  its  full  weight. 

"  We   have   procured   an  order  in  your  favour,  for  fifiy 
thousand  Dollars,  agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  1 
gress 


d  as  soon  as  the  bills  are  signed,  which  has  been 

took 


to  lay  it  before  the  Council  of  Satety.      lour  plan  is  ap-     ^.^accountably  protracted  by  the  gentlemen  who  under 
proved,  and  I  am  desired  '^7  t'^f  m  townte  to  and  ^employ     ^|^.^^  i^^siness,  the  money  will  be  forwarded. 

I   have  the   honour  to   be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
lleinun,  \oiir  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  James  Dlane. 


proper  persons  in  the  western  Towns  to  procure  persons, 
to  be  in  readiness  at  a  minute's  warning,  to  carry  any  in- 
telligence of  alarm  or  invasion  to  the  Towns  where  occa- 
sion may  require.  I  have  accordingly  written  \o  Abraham 
Davenport,  o\'  Stamford,  and  Thaddeus  Burr,  of  FairJirlJ, 
Esquires,  to  make  the  necc'^sary  provisions. 

"  I  am,  most  respectfully,  Sir,  your  most  obe( 
W^' servant,  "Jonathan  Tri 

"  Honourable  President  Ji'ood/nill." 

A  Letter  from  Bubcrt  Livingston,  Junior,  in  answer  to 
a  Letter  of  the  20th  of  October  last,  on  the  subject  of 
(iunpowder,  was  read  and  filed,  in  the   words  following. 


He 


hie  Con\'eiition  of  Neiv-York. 


:nt  hu, 

IBLI.L. 


"Sir:  I  have  received  your  favour  of  the  "iOlli  of  last 
monlh.  1  now  send  down  the  receipts  from  Mr.  Walter 
Livingston  for  the  one  thousand  anti  twenty  pounds  of  pow- 
der, by  my  son,  John  Livingston,  as  1  have  made  no 
account  of  it,  and  don't  know  w  hat  the  Philadelphia  manu- 
facturers take  for  manufacturing.  1  suppose  that  you  have 
been  informed  that  this  powder  was  sent  to  me  in  as  bad  a 
state  as  well  could  be  imagined  ;  the  casks,  some  of  them, 
having  nearly  as  much  water  as  powder  in  them,  besides 
nails  and  other  things  in  it,  which  made  the  working  it 
somewhat  dangerous.  As  Mr.  Livingston  told  me  he  had 
no  orders  to  pay  for  it,  I  desire  you  would  inform  my  son 

who  is  to  pnv  for  it.      If  there  is  any  person  ajjpointed  at     enclosing  an  Associat 
Ntw-\'ork,\  desire   you  would  direct  him  where  he  must     drew  L.  Harvey,  Ju 


"  P.  S.  The  resolution  referred  to  in  the  enclosed  ex- 
tracts is  in  the  press,  and  will  speedil)  he  published,  among 
other  acts  of  Congress.  Five  hundred  weight  of  ])Owder 
i^  now  forwarded  ;  it  was  borrowed  from  Pennsylvania,  by 
the  Congress,  with  difiiculty." 

The  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  manufacturing  Firelocks,  Saltpetre,  and  punishing 
]iersons  harbouring  Deserters,  enclosed  in  Mr.  Duane's 
Letter,  were  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duane's  Letter,  together  with  tlie 
Resolves  of  Congress  therein  enclosed,  be  deferred  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

A  Letter  from  Samuel  Bayard,  William  Bcdloic,  Tho- 
mas Grcnell,  and  Jonathan  Lawrence,  Commissioners  at 
the  Fortilications  in  the  Highlands,  dated  the  11th  ultimo, 
explaining  the  progress  they  had  made  in  the  said  works, 
and  re(juesting  (lirections,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to 
the  Provincial  Congress. 

A  Letter  from  Silas  jMarsh,  Chairman  of  Amcnia  Pre- 
cinct, in  i^u^t/icss  County,  dated  the  '25th  of  Of/oAtr  last, 
signed  by  Josiah  Morse  and  An- 
and  informing  that  they  are  true 
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friends,  and  desired  to  be  enlered  among  the  faithful,  was 
read  and  filed. 

A  Return,  signed  by  Charles  Clinton,  Chairman  of  Ha- 
nover Precinct,  in  Orange  County,  and  dated  the  3d  ult., 
whereby  it  appears  that,  at  an  election  of  oflicers  for  a 
Company  of  Minute-Men,  in  the  said  Precinct,  Fcter  Hill 
was  elected  Captain;  James  Salter,  First  Lieutenant; 
Nathaniel  MiUigan,  Second  Lieutenant ;  and  William 
Gudgeon,  Ensign,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Egbert  Benson,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Dutchess  County,  dated  the  7th  ultimo,  informing 
that,  pursuant  to  an  order  fiom  the  Continental  Congress, 
Colonel  Grant  has  been  aj)prehended,  and  other  particu- 
lars respecting  said  Grant,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz : 

"  Pouglikeepsic,  November  7,  1775. 

"Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  to  inform  you, 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  order  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, Colonel  Grant  has  been  apprehended,  and  is  now  at 
this  place,  in  custody  of  Captain  Schenck. 

"  Although  nothing  has  been  referred  to  us  respecting 
Mr.  Grant,  yet  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  apprize  the  Con- 
gress of  the  following  transaction,  as  it  may  possibly  influ- 
ence the  measures  they  mean  to  take  with  him. 

"  Some  months  ago,  Mr.  Grant  was  taken  by  a  party 
of  the  Continental  forces,  under  the  connnand  of  Captain 
Rossitniaus.  At  this  time,  no  kind  of  evidence  appeared 
against  him  ;  yet  he  having  then  lately  been  to  Boston, 
and  intimating  that  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  go  there 
again,  and  not  answering  us  satisfactorily  whether,  he  being 
upon  half  pay,  if  a  Regiment  should  be  completed,  and 
ordered  out  against  the  Colonies,  and  he  should  be  ordered 
to  join  such  Regiment,  he  would  obey  the  order,  we  con- 
ceived it  prudent  to  lay  him  under  an  injunction  not  to 
depart  the  Colony  without  leave  of  the  Congress  or  this 
Committee,  and  passed  a  resolution  for  that  purpose.  He 
requested  time  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  his  entering 
into  such  engagements,  which  was  readily  granted  him, 
upon  his  promising  that,  in  the  interim,  he  would  not  leave 
the  Colony;  so  that  Mr.  Grant,  in  effect,  has  engaged  to 
us,  upon  his  honour,  not  to  leave  the  Colony  during  the 
present  controversy,  until  he  has  again  appeared  before  the 
Committee,  and  given  his  positive  answer,  whether  he  will 
comply  with  the  above  requisition. 

"  Since  that  time,  no  complaints  have  been  made  ;  nei- 
ther has  any  evidence  appeared  to  us  against  Mr.  Grunt. 
In  justice  to  him,  we  must  also  inform  you  that  he  assured 
us  his  business  to  Boston  was  entirely  of  a  private  nature, 
in  order  to  complete  the  purchase  of  some  lands;  and  that, 
at  that  time,  he  knew  of  no  other  kind  of  business  which 
would  call  him  there  again. 

'•  I  remain,  by  order  of  the  Committee,  your  very  humble 
servant,  "  Egbert  Benson,  Chairman. 

"  To  Gilbert  Livingston,  Esq.,  or  either  of  the  Gentlemen 

attending  as  Deputies  from  the  County  of  Dutchess,  at 

the  Provincial  Congress,  Nciv-  York. 

"  P.  S.  As  we  have  no  fund  apjiropriated  to  that  pur- 
pose, we  expect  the  express  will  be  paid   in  Neic-York." 

A  Letter  from  Tobias  Stoutenbcrgh,  dated  8th  ultimo, 
informing  Congress  that  his  age  and  infirmity  will  not  ad- 
mit of  his  accepting  the  conmiandof  a  Regiment,  was  read 
and  filed,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  ; 

'•  Sir  :  1  received  the  directions  of  Congress,  dated  Octo- 
ber 8th,  fiom  which  I  infer  that  I  am  in  apjiointment  for 
the  command  of  a  Regiment.  There  is  nothing  would  be 
more  satisfactory  to  me  than  to  have  ability  of  body  suffi- 
cient to  be  active  in  the  defence  of  the  liberties  of  my 
Country.  Age  and  other  infirmities  of  the  body  render  me 
incapable  of  enjoying  the  above  pleasing  privilege.  Conse- 
quently I  must,  in  regard  to  the  good  cause  we  are  em- 
barked in,  beg  leave  to  be  excused;  and  please  to  appoint 
some  other  hearty  friend  to  the  command,  as  I  should  look 
upon  myself  wanting  in  duty  to  my  Country,  to  accept  an 
office  in  which  1  was  not  capable  to  act,  if  necessity  required. 
"  I  am.  Sir,  with  esteem,  your  and  America's  friend  and 
humble  servant,  „  rp^^^^^  Stoutenbergh. 

"To  Nathaniel  IVooclhull,  President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, in  Netc-York." 
Fourth  Series. — Vor,.  in.  1 


A  Return,  signed  by  Maltheiv  Carpenter,  Chairman, 
and  Joseph  Morey,  Clerk,  certifying  that,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Committee  of  Ncw-Marlborongh  Precinct,  in  Ulster 
County,  on  the  ISth  November  last,  the  following  gentle- 
men were  elected  officers  of  a  Company  of  Minute-Men 
in  said  Precinct,  to  wit :  Silas  Purdy,  Captain  ;  fVolvert 
Ackert,  First  Lieutenant ;  Zophar  Perkins,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant; and  Leonard  Smith,  Jun.,  Ensign,  was  read  and 
filed. 

A  Letter  from  Thomas  0«/«»a^er,  Chairman  of  Orange 
Precinct,  in  Orange  County,  mentioning  a  mistake  in  the 
election  of  Delegates,  and  requesting  directions  thereupon, 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  Orangetown,  November  9,  1775. 

"  Sir  ;  As  the  time  appointed  by  Congress  is  expired,  for 
electing  Deputies  to  meet  in  future  Congress  in  New-York, 
the  I'lth  day  instant,  by  reason  of  some  misapprehension, 
and  the  situation  of  our  County  and  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  we  must  apply  to  Congress  for  an  amendment  to 
the  resolve  for  the  County  of  Orange,  and  that  a  farther 
day  might  be  fixed,  with  the  addition  that  the  six  members 
may  be  elected  in  each  Precinct  in  the  County  of  Orange, 
which  were  by  said  resolve  directed  to  be  elected  at  the 
usual  place  for  electing  members  to  represent  in  General 
Assembly,  under  the  inspection  of  the  County  Committee, 
or  such  a  pait  as  they  shall  direct. 

"  From  your  humble  servant, 

"  Thomas  Ol'twater,  Chairman. 
"To  Mr.  Z^e«so»,  Secretary  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  in 

New-York.-' 

A  bill  of  sale  of  the  Pilot-Boat  Hampden,  made  and  ex- 
ecuted by  Francis  James  and  iVilliam  Mussel,  to  Jacobus 
J'an  Zandt,  and  bearing  date  the  21st  November  last,  was 
filed. 

The  Delegates  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock,  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Saturday,  December  2,  1775. 

Present :  Nathaniel  ff'oodhull,  Chairman,  and  Dele- 
gates from  the  Counties  o(  Neic-York,  Albany,  Dutchess, 
Ulster,  JVestchester,  Suffolk,  and  King's. 

Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  addressed  to  the  Committee 
o( Richmond  County,  in  the  words  following: 

New.York,  December  2,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  A  quorum  of  the  Deputies  from  the  Coun- 
ties of  New-York,  Albany,  Dutchess,  Ulster,  Suffolk,  and 
JVestchester,  have  met  every  day  for  a  fortnight  past,  with- 
out being  able  to  do  any  of  the  publick  business,  for  want 
of  a  representation  of  other  of  the  Counties.  Orange 
County,  by  a  mistake  in  their  election,  have  been  obliged 
to  held  a  new  election,  which  has  delayed  the  attendance 
of  their  members  ;  but  they  are  daily  exjiected,  as  are  also 
those  of  the  northern  Counties. 

I  am  directed  by  the  members  present  to  request  you 
to  cause  an  election  to  be  held,  without  delay,  for  Depu- 
ties to  represent  your  County  in  Provincial  Congress,  and 
that  as  many  of  them  as  your  people  please  to  direct  to 
form  a  quorum  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  evil  consequences  that  will  attend  the  not  having 
the  Provincial  Congress,  to  determine  on  the  measures 
necessary  to  be  adopted  and  carried  into  execution  at  this 
unhappy  crisis,  are  more  easily  conceived  than  expressed; 
and  rest  assured,  gentlemen,  that  the  neighbouring  Colo- 
nies will  not  remain  inactive  spectators,  if  you  show  a  dis- 
position to  depart  from  the  Continental  union. 

Confusion  and  disorder,  with  numberless  other  evils,  you 
must  suppose  will  attend  the  want  of  a  Congress,  for  the 
government  of  this  Colony,  until  a  reconciliation  with  the 
Mother  Country  can  be  obtained. 

We  beg,  gentlemen,  you  will  consider  this  matter  witli 
that  seriousness  which  the  peace,  good  order,  and  liberties 
of  your  Country  require. 
To  John  Poillon,  .John  Tysen,  and  Lambert  Merrell,  of 

the  Committee  for  Richmond  County. 

A  Letter  from  Theodoras  Van  fVyck,  one  of  the  Dele- 
gates elected  to  represent  the  City  and  County  of  Neiv- 
York    excusing  his  non-attendance,  was  read,  as  follows, 
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"  New.York,  December  2,  1775. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honour  to  be  elected  a  member  of 
this  Congress,  but  am  sorry  the  pubhck  did  not  duly  con- 
sider my  infirmity  in  respect  of  my  hearing,  which  renders 
me  a  very  unfit  person  to  discharge  that  important  trust, 
as  I  am  not  able  to  distinguish  or  understand  any  arguments 
or  debate,  (unless  the  speakers  are  very  near  me,)  which 
always  gives  me  extreme  pain  and  uneasiness.  1  humbly 
beg,  therefore,  in  case  of  my  non-attendance,  that  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Congress  will  not  impute  it  to  any  unwil- 
lin"ness  in  me  to  serve;  for  I  can  assure  them  that  I  am  a 
friend  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  my  Country,  and  will 
clieerfully  bear  my  part  of  the  burden,  to  preserve  them 
inviolate,  in  any  thing  that  1  am  capable  of,  or  properly 
qualified  for. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  and  tlieir  humble 

'^'''■^"''  "Theodorus  Van  WvcK. 

"  To  Colonel  IVoodhull,  President  of  the  Neiv-  York  Pro- 
vincial Congress." 

A  Letter  from  IViUiam  jMilltr,  Chairman  pro  tern,  of 
the  Committee  of  IVhitc-l'lains,  dated  2:2d  Nuvcmhcr  last, 
stating  the  inimical  conduct  oi  Jeremiah  Travis  and  Jere- 
miah Travis,  Jun.,  in  opposing  the  measures  of  Congress, 
and  requesting  instructions  thereon,  was  read  and  filed,  and 
is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  Whito.Plaiiis,  November  2'3,  1775. 
"Sir:  Jeremiah  Travis,  Junior,  and  Jeremiah  Travis 
have  been  brought  before  the  Committee  of  Westchester 
County.  The  fornter  was  charged  with  warning  a  number 
of  people  to  appear  at  Peekskill,  and  with  appearing  and 
embodying  in  arms  to  oppose  the  Congress  and  Commit- 
tee. The  latter  was  charged  with  instigating  a  number  of 
people  to  oppose  the  measures  of  the  Congress  and  Com- 
mittee, and  being  the  means  of  embodying  a  number  of 
men  in  arms  at  Peekskill,  (himself  with  them,)  on  the  6tii 
instant,  to  rescue  some  persons  that  were  taken  before  the 
Sub-Committee  of  CortlandCs  Manor.  Thirteen  of  the 
Committee  being  sworn  to  try  each  of  tlie  charges,  the 
Conunittee  found  the  Traviscs  severally  guilty.  But  few 
of  tlie  people  who  collected  at  Peekskill  had  fire-arms, 
the  most  being  armed  with  clubs,  (which  the  Committee 
sup|)ose  to  be  a  method  taken  by  Jeremiah  Travis  to  evade 
the  resolutions  of  the  Congress.)  This  occasions  a  doubt 
in  some  of  the  Committee,  whether  the  Travises  come 
within  the  meaning  of  the  fourth  clause  of  the  resolves  of 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  1st  oi  September  last  past, 
respecting  taking  up  arms;  which  doubt  we  should  be  glad 
to  have  solved  by  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  as 
soon  as  is  convenient.  If  the  Congress  is  of  opinion  that 
their  cases  do  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  clause 
above  mentioned,  we  pray  that  a  punishment  adequate  to 
their  offence  may  be  speedily  inflicted  on  them,  as  they 
are  both  now  in  custody.  Meanwhile,  pray  an  answer 
may  be  sent  as  speedy  as  convenient. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"By  order  of  the  Committee: 

"  VVm.  Millkr,  Chairman  pro  tern. 
"To  the  Hon.  the  Presiilent  of  the  Provincial  Congress." 

A  Letter  from  Henry  Remsen,  dated  November  22, 
1775,  to  the  Committee  of  the  City  o(  New-Yoik,  re- 
specting Saltpetre  jiurchased  by  the  desire  of  the  Provin- 


cial Congress,  the  consideration  whereof  was  referred  to 
this  Congress,  was  read  and  filed. 

Proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Coun- 
cil of  Connecticut,  on  the  3d  of  November  last ;  a  Letter 
from  Governour  Trumbull,  of  the  4th  of  November,  and  a 
Letter  from  Adam  Babcock,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
o{  New- Haven,  requesting  a  loan  of  Caimon,  for  the  de- 
fence of  said  Town,  and  addressed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  City  and  County  of  New-  York,  and  by  them  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  were  re- 
ceived and  filed,  and  are  as  follow,  viz: 

"  Lebanon,  November  4,  1775. 

"Sirs:  I  am  desired  to  write  to  you,  in  favour  of  the 
Town  of  Ncic-Havcn,  for  the  loan  of  cannon,  for  the  use 
of  the  Town,  in  the  dangcrnus  situation  it  is  in  from  the 
Ministerial  ships,  if  they  can  be  spared.  Enclosed  is  a  copy 
of  the  minutes  of  the  vote  passed  here.  Your  comjiliance 
will  oblige  that  Town,  and  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by 
this  Colony. 

"  I  am,  with  esteem  and  regard.  Gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  ,,  ,  ™ 

"JONATH.VN     IrUMBULI,. 

"To  the  Hon.  Committee  of  Safety  at  New-York." 

"New.Haven,  November  10,  1775. 

"  Sir:  The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Town  of  New- 
Haven,  in  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  from  the  Go- 
vernour and  Council  of  Safety  to  put  this  place  in  a  proper 
posture  of  defence,  now  apply  to  you  and  your  honourable 
Committee  of  Safety  for  the  loan  of  eighteen  |iieces  of 
heavy  cannon,  for  the  defence  of  this  Town.  The  en- 
closed letter,  from  his  Honour  Governour  Trumbull,  will 
assure  you  that  the  cannon,  if  lent  to  us,  will  be  at  the 
risk  of  this  Colony,  which  we  ho|)e  will  remove  every  ob- 
jection to  granting  our  request,  provided  such  a  measure 
is  consistent  with  your  own  safety. 

"We  request  the  favour  of  an  early  determination  and 
answer;  and  if  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  are  pleased 
to  grant  our  request,  it  will  be  doing  an  essential  service 
to  the  Town  of  iVeiy-/i(rye«,  and  will  be  most  gratefully 
acknowledged.  If  we  have  your  consent,  we  will,  on  re- 
ceipt of  yom-  letter  expressing  that  consent,  give  the  neces- 
sary orders  for  their  removal  to  this  place,  without  giving 
you  any  further  trouble,  and  shall  ever  esteem  ourselves, 
and  the  Town  we  represent,  under  lasting  obligations  to 
you  for  this  friendly  assistance,  in  this  time  of  our  danger; 
and  are,  with  great  respect  and  regard,  your  most  obedi- 
ent and  most  humble  servants. 

"Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Committee: 
"  Henry  Remsen,  Esq."  "  '^"^'^'  Babcock. 

A  Letter  from  John  Dennis,  Chairiuan  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  A^e?i'-Bn(/isu'/fA:,  was  read  and  filed,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"fity  of  New-Rn.nswick,  Novrmber  98,  1775. 

"Sir:  By  your  orders,  received  per  Mr.  Abraham 
Clark,  1  sent  you  six  quarter-casks  of  powder,  which  is 
all  I  could  collect.  The  persons  1  had  it  from  are  impa- 
tient, and  beg  the  powder  may  be  returned,  as  our  inhabi- 
tants are  destitute  of  that  article. 

"  Your  assistance  will  be  dul)  acknowledged  by  ^our 
obedient  humble  servant. 


■■  To  /-".  V.  B.  Livimrston,  V. 


John  Dennis 


rENXSYLVA.VI.V  ASSEMBLY. 

.At  an  Assembly  held  in  Philadelphia,  on  Saturday,  the 
Mlh  day  of  October,  Anno  Domini  1775,  P.  M. 

By  the  Returns  of  the  Sheriffs  of  the  several  Counties, 
it  appears  that  the  following  gentlemen  were  dtdy  elected 
to  serve  in  Assembly,  as  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  tlie  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  ensuing  year, 
viz : 

For  the  County  of  Piuladeli'hia  :  John  Dickinson, 
Michael  Hillegas,  George  Gray,  Thomas  Potts,  Samuel 
Miles,  Joseph  Parker,  Robert  Morris,  Jonathan  Roberts. 

For  the  County  of  Chester:  .fohn  Morton,  Benjamin 
Bartholomew,  James  Gibbotts,  Isaac  Pearson,  John  Jacobs, 
Charles  Humphreys,  Joseph  Pcnnock,  .Joseph  Pylc. 

For  the  County  of  Berks:  Edward  Riddle,  Henry 
Chrcist. 


For  the  County  of  IVoktiiampton  :  Peter  Kachlein, 
George  Taylor. 

For  the  City  of  PiiiL,M)i:i,i>iirA :  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Thomas  Mifflin. 

For  the  County  of  Lancasteii:  Curtis  Grubb,  Mat- 
thias Slough,  George  Ross,  James  U  ebb. 

For  the  County  of  Bedfoui):   Bernard  Dougherty. 

For  i\w  Coun'ty  of  Bucks:  William  Rodman,  John 
Hcany,  Gcrardus  Wynkoop,  John  Foulke,  Benjamin 
Chapman,  David  Twining,  John  Brown,  Thomas  Jenks. 

For  the  County  of  York  :  James  Ewing,  Michael 
Swoopc. 

For  the  County  of  Nortiiimberland  :  Setmuel  Hun- 
ter. 

For  the  County  of  Cumberi.axd  :  William  Allen,  John 
Montgomery. 
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For  tlie  County  of  Westmoreland  :  William  Thomp- 
son. 

A  majority  of  tlie  above  gentlemen  met  this  day,  pur- 
suant to  Charter  and  the  Laws  of  the  Province ,  and  a 
quorum  not  a|ipeariiig,  they  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at 
four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

IVIonday,  Octolier  IG,  1775. 

A  quorum  of  the  Representatives  being  met,  proceeded, 
according  to  the  Charter  of  the  Privileges  and  the  Laws  of 
the  Province,  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  when  John  Mor- 
ton, Esq.,  was  unanimously  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House 
for  the  ensuing  year,  and  placed  in  the  chair  accordingly. 

Tuesday,  October  17,  1775. 

Tlie  Qualification  by  law  appointed  to  be  taken  by 
Members  of  Assembly,  and  the  Test  of  Abjuration,  being 
prepared,  were  then  taken  and  subscribed,  first  by  the 
Speaker  in  the  chair,  and  afterwards  by  the  Members  pre- 
sent in  their  order. 

The  House  then  proceeding,  as  usual,  to  the  appointment 
of  their  Officers  and  Committees  for  the  ensuing  year: 

Resolved,  Tliat  Charles  Moore  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
apjiointed  Clerk  of  this  House  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  he 
took  and  subscribed  the  usual  qualification  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  Abel  Evans  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed Assistant  Clerk  to  the  House  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  he  took  and  subscribed  the  usual  qualification  accord- 
ingly. 

Resolved,  That  IViUiam  Sliced  be,  and  he  is  hereby  a]i- 
nointed  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  this  House  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Resolved,  That  Andrew  McNair  he,  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed  Doorkeeper  to  this  House  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Miles,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Rodman, 
and  Mr.  Pearson,  with  the  Speaker,  be  a  Committee  of 
Correspondence  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Resolved,That  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Robcrls,  Mr.  Twining, 
Mr.  Bartholomciv,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Ross,  I\Ir.  Ewing, 
I\Ir.  Montgomery,  IVIr.  Chreist,  Mr.  Kachlein,  and  Mr. 
Dougherty,  be  a  Committee  of  Grievances  for  the  ensuing 
vear;  and  that  they  have  power  to  send  lor  persons,  papers, 
and  records,  as  occasions  require. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hillegas,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Chapman,  and  Mr.  Pearson,  be  a  Conmiittee  to  audit 
and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  General  Loan-Office  of  this 
Province  and  other  publick  accounts  of  the  ensuing  year; 
and  that  they  have  full  power  and  authority  to  send  for 
persons,  records,  and  papers,  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to 
this  House,  in  order  that  the  said  accounts  be  fully  adjusted 
and  made  ready  to  be  laid  before  the  House  on  the  first 
day  of  their  meeting  in  September  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  this 
House  be  printed  and  published  weekly,  being  first  revised 
by  the  Committee  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  :  and 
that  the  Speaker  do  appoint  the  printing  thereof,  and  that 
no  persons,  but  sucli  as  he  shall  appoint  do  presume  to 
print  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  four  Members,  upon  the  decision 
of  a  question,  shall  desire  to  have  the  yeas  and  nays,  with 
the  names  of  the  Members,  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House,  it  shall  be  allowed. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Fox-,  Esq.,  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed  Barrack-i\laster  of  the  Barracks  in  the  Northern 
Liberties  of  this  City  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Resolved,  That  JVilliewi  Bowsman,  of  the  Borough  of 
Lancaster,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  Barrack-.M as- 
ter of  the  Barracks  in  the  said  Borough  for  the  ensuing 
year.  

Wednesday,  October  IS,  1775. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Gibbous,  this  day  appearing,  was  qualified  as  usual, 
and  took  his  seat  accordingly. 

LTpon  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hillegas,  Mr.  Gray, 
Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Chapman,  Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Slough, 
Mr.  Swoope,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Chreist,  Mr.  Taytor, 
and  Mr.  Uougherty,  be  a  Committee  to  slate  an  account 


of  the  several  grants  made  by  this  Province  to  the  Crown, 
from  the  year  1755  to  the  year  1764,  inclusive,  which  were 
to  be  sunk  by  taxes,  &c.,  and  report  the  balances  outstand- 
ing, with  those  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  that  the 
House  may  be  ascertained  of  the  sum  yet  to  be  raised  to 
complete  the  said  grants. 

A  motion  being  made  and  seconded,  for  reappointing  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  with  an  addition  of  some  new  Mem- 
bers, the  said  motion  was  referred  for  consideration  till  to- 
morrow morning. 

Upon  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Miles, 
Mr.  Pearson,  and  Mr.  Dougherty,  be  a  Committee  to 
examine  the  Laws  of  this  Province,  and  report  such  to  the 
House  as  are  expired  or  near  expiring,  together  with  the 
several  matters  recommended  over  by  the  late  Assembly  to 
the  consideration  of  this  House. 
^  A  Meniber  presented  at  the  table  a  Letter  from  the 
Continental  Congress  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this 
Province,  enclosing  certain  Resolves  of  the  said  Congress, 
passed  the  9th  and  12tli  of  this  instant,  which  were  read 
by  order,  and  are  as  they  respectively  follow,  viz : 

"Congress  Chamber,  Octob  r  12,  1775. 

"Gentlemen:  The  present  situation  of  affairs  renders 
it  absolutely  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Congress,  for 
the  protection  of  our  liberties  and  safety  of  our  lives,  to  raise 
several  new  Battalions;  and  therefore  the  Congress  have 
come  into  the  enclosed  Resolutions,  which  I  am  ordered  to 
transmit  to  you. 

"  The  Congress  have  the  firmest  confidence  that,  from 
your  experienced  zeal  in  this  great  cause,  you  will  exert 
your  utmost  endeavours  to  carry  into  execution  the  said 
Resolutions,  and  raise  the  Battalion  recommended  to  be 
raised  with  all  possible  expedition. 

"  The  commissions  I  will  fill  up  with  the  names  of  tlie 
persons  you  determine  upon,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of 
the  list. 

"  1  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"John  Hancock,  President. 
"  To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  Penn- 

sylvania.'" 

•'  In  Congress,  Monday,  October  9,  1775. 

"  On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Convention  o(  New-Jersey,  that  they  immediately 
raise,  at  the  expense  of  the  Continent,  two  Battalions,  con- 
sisting of  eight  Companies  each,  and  each  Company  of 
sixty-eight  Privates,  and  officered  with  one  Captain,  one 
Lieutenant,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  and  four  Corpo- 
rals. 

"  That  the  Privates  be  enlisted  for  a  year,  at  the  rate  of 
five  dollars  per  calendar  month,  liable  to  be  discharged  at 
any  time,  on  allowing  them  one  month's  pay  extraordinary. 

"Tliat  each  of  the  Privates  be  allowed,  instead  of  a 
bounty,  a  felt  hat,  a  pair  of  shoes,  and  a  pair  of  yarn  stock- 
ings ;  the  men  to  find  their  own  arms. 

"  That  the  pay  of  the  Officers,  for  the  present,  be  the 
same  as  that  of  the  Officers  in  the  present  Continental 
Army;  and  in  case  the  pay  of  the  Officers  is  augmented, 
the  pay  of  the  Officers  in  these  Battalions  shall  in  like  man- 
ner be  augmented,  from  the  time  of  their  engaging  in  tlie 
service." 

"October  12,  1775. 

"Resolved,  That  each  Captain  and  other  Commissioned 
Officer,  while  in  the  recruiting  service  of  this  Continent,  or 
on  their  march  to  join  the  Army,  shall  be  allowed  two  dol- 
lars and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  week  for  their  subsistence; 
and  that  the  men  who  enlist  shall  each  of  them,  whilst  in 
quarters,  be  allowed  one  dollar  per  week,  and  one  dollar 
and  one-third  of  a  dollar  when  on  their  march  to  join  the 
Army,  for  the  same  purpose. 

"That  the  President  transmit  to  the  Convention  of 
New-Jersey  blank  commissions,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  said 
Convention,  to  the  Captains  and  subaltern  officers  in  the 
said  two  Battalions,  and  that  the  appointment  of  the  Field- 
Oihcers  be  for  the  present  suspended,  until  the  Congress 
shall  take  order  on  that  matter. 

"  The  form  of  the  Enlistment  to  be  in  the  following 
words,  viz : 

"  '  I, ,  have  this  day  voluntarily  enlisted  myself  as  a 

soldier  in  the  American  Continental  Army  for  one  year, 
unless  sooner  discharged,  and  do  bind  myself  to  conform  in 
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all  instances  lo  such  rules  and  regulations  as  are  or  shall 
be  established  for  the  government  of  the  said  Army.' 

"Resolved,  That  a  similar  recommendation  issue  to  the 
Assembly  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  to  raise 
one  Battalion  on  the  same  terms  as  those  ordered  to  be 
raised  in  New-Jersey,  and  to  be  officered  in  like  manner. 

"Resolved,  That  the  men  enlisted  be  furnished  with  a 
hunting  shirt,  not  exceeding  in  value  one  dollar  and  one- 
third  of  a  dollar,  and  a  blanket,  provided  these  can  be  pro- 
cured, but  not  to  be  made  part  of  the  terms  of  enlistment." 

"A  copy  from  the  Minutes: 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

■■  By  order  of  the  Congress  : 

"  John  Hancock,  President." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Representation  and  Petition  from  the  Committee  of 
the  City  and  Liberties  oi  Philadelphia  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  setting  foith,  that  the  manufacture  of 
Saltpetre  has  been  attempted,  under  the  patronage  of  the 
said  Committee,  and  that  it  is  now  at  a  stand,  for  the  want 
of  a  sufficient  fimd  to  carry  it  on  ;  that  the  Petitioners,  being 
sensible  of  the  vast  importance  of  this  article  to  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Colonies  in  general,  beg 
leave  lo  recommend  to  the  honourable  House  to  take 
the  said  manufacture  under  their  patronage. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion.  The  Rules  of  the  House  for  regulating  the 
conduct  and  attendance  of  the  members  were  read,  as  usual, 
and  agreed  to  be  observed,  with  tlie  following  additional 
Resolves,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  every  member  absent  upon  any  meeting 
of  the  House  shall  be  liable  to  be  sent  for  by  the  members 
present,  at  the  expense  of  such  absent  member. 

Resolved,  That  every  member  who  shall  absent  himself 
from  the  service  of  the  House,  without  leave  from  the 
Speaker  for  so  doing,  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  five  Shil- 
lings for  every  day's  absence,  unless  such  member  can  assign 
lo  the  House  a  satisfactory  reason  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  such  members  as  do  not  appear  at  the 
place  of  meeting  within  half  an  hour  after  the  tinie  appointed 
in  the  fore  and  afternoon,  shall  pay  one  Shilling;  but  if  a 
quorum  be  not  present  at  the  same  time,  then  each  absent 
member  shall  pay  two  Shillings  and  eighteen  Pence  for 
every  hour's  absence  after,  unless  he  can  show  cause  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  House,  which  shall  be  determined  by  an 
inniiediate  vote. 

Resolved,  upon  the  question,  That  Mr.  Sicoope  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  appointed  to  demand  and  collect  all  fines  in- 
curred by  any  breach  of  the  said  Rules,  for  the  use  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


Tliursiliy,  Oi-tubcr  19,  1775. 

The   House  met  pursuant  to  acljom'nment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Laws  of  the 
Province,  with  the  INlinutes  of  the  late  Assembly,  and  re- 
port such  of  the  Laws  as  are  expired  or  near  expiring,  to- 
gether with  the  several  matters  reconniiended  by  that  As- 
sembly to  the  consideration  of  this  House,  reported,  that, 
upon  inspection  of  the  said  Minutes,  tliey  find  the  laie  As- 
sembly left  unfinished  and  referred  to  their  successors  the 
several  matters  following,  viz  : 

Report  of  the  Committee. 

'I'lin  respective  cases  of  Richard  Taylor,  Jacob  Muck, 
Alcvandcr  Stewart,  Richard  Ray,  Francis  Uwens,  and 
James  Mackey,  insolvent  debtors. 

The  Petition  from  the  Board  of  Commissioners  and  As- 
sessors of  the  County  of  Chester. 

Two  Memorials  from  the  Ofticers  of  the  Militaiy  Asso- 
ciation of  the  City  and  Libeities  of  Philadelphia. 

The  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

And  that,  upon  examining  the  Laws  of  the  Province,  it 
appears  to  the  Committee  that  the  Act  intituled  "An  Act 
for  punishing  wicked  and  evil  disposed  persons  going  armed 
in  disguise,  8ic,"  passed  February  the  ^24th,  1770,  was 
limited  to  five  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  next  sitting  of 
Assembly. 

"  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor,"  passed  March  0, 


1771,  limited  to  five  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  next 
sitting  of  Assembly. 

"  An   Act    for   regulating  and   continuing   the    Nightly 
Watch,  &c."  passed  March  the  9tli,  1771,  limited  to  five 
years,  and  from  thence  to  the  next  silting  of  Assembly. 
Submitted  to  the  House  by 

Samuel  Mn>Es,       Is\ac  Pearson, 
Joseph  Parker,    Bernard  Doi:cherty. 

October  19,  1775. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  foregoing,  the  Memorial  and 
Estimate  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  with  the  two  Ale- 
niorials  from  the  Officers  of  the  Military  As-ociation  of  the 
City  and  lj\herues  of  Philadelphia,  were  read  by  order, 
and,  after  some  debate,  referred  to  further  consideration. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Letter  and 
Resolves  from  the  Continental  Congress,  presented  at  the 
table  yesterday  by  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Safely, 
respecting  the  appointment  of  Officers  for  the  new  Batta- 
lion proposed  to  be  raised  in  this  Province  for  the  general 
service  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  the 
25th  instant,  receive  the  applications  of  such  persons  as 
shall  offer  themselves  for  Commissions  in  the  said  Bat- 
talion. 

Pursuant  to  the  Resolution  of  yesterday,  the  House  took 
into  consideration  the  motion  for  a  reappointment  of  the 
present  Committee  of  Safety,  with  the  addition  of  some  new 
members,  and  approving  the  persons  proposed. 

Resolved,  That  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Dickinson, 
George  Gray,  Samuel  Miles,  Robert  Morris,  Benjamin 
Bartholomciv,  George  Ross,  Michael  Swoope,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Edward  Biddle,  George  Taylor,  Bernard  Dough- 
erty, Samuel  Hunter,  Daniel  Roberdcau,  John  Cadicalla- 
der,  Andrew  Allen,  Joseph  Read,  Owen  Biddle,  Henry 
IVynkoop,  Anthony  IVai/ne,  Francis  Johnston,  Richard 
Reily,  Nicholas  Fairlamb,  Samuel  l\Iorris,  Jun.,  Thomas 
H'harton,  Jun.,  Robert  White,  George  Clymer,  Sanmel 
Howell,  Merchant,  Alexander  ft'ilcox,  John  Nixon,  James 
Meas, am]. fames  Biddle,  Gentlemen,  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by appointed  a  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Province, 
during  the  ensuing  year. 

Resolved,  That  any  seven  or  more  of  the  said  Commit- 
tee, with  the  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent, be  a  Board  for  transacting  any  business  that  may 
j)roperly  come  before  them. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Petition 
from  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  P/i//rt- 
delphia,  respecting  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre  in  this 
Province,  and,  after  a  debate  of  some  length, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hillegas,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Slough,  Mr.  Swoope,  Mr. 
Montgomery,  Mr.  Chreisi,  Mr.  Kachlein,  and  Mr.  Dough- 
erty, be  a  Committee  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  House 
what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  n)anufactining  of  Salt- 
petre in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  what  sum  is  required  to 
prosecute  this  business  to  efi'ect,  and  whether  it  be  expe- 
dient to  encourage  making  the  said  article  in  a  more  gene- 
ral way,  among  people  in  dilFerent  parts  of  the  country,  by 
advancing  the  price  already  ofiered,  or  by  any  other  proba- 
ble means  not  liilherto  attempted  in  this  I'rovince. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


Friday,  October  an,  1775. 

The  House  met  |iursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  Liber- 
ties o(  Philadelphia  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
sotting  forth  that  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress 
has  reconnnended  lo  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  United  En- 
glish Colonies  in  North-America,  that  all  able-bodied,  ef- 
fective men,  between  sixteen  and  fifiy  years  of  age,  imme- 
diately form  themselves  into  regular  Companies  of  Militia, 
&LC.;  and  that  although  a  considerable  number  of  the  free- 
men of  this  Province  had,  before  the  said  recommendation, 
associated  for  the  purpose  of  defence  against  all  invaders, 
yet  the  said  recoinmendation  has  not  been  fully  complied 
with,  and,  in  our  opinion,  it  is  become  absolutely  neces- 
sary tliat  general  regulations  should  be  made  to  take  place 
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througliout  the  Piovince.  Tiiat  tliis  lionourable  House  be- 
ing the  body  from  whom  the  people  most  earnestly  wish  to 
receive  the  regulations  which  are  become  so  indispensably 
necessary,  the  petitioners  do  most  earnestly  pray  that  this 
honourable  House  will  recommend  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Province  such  military  i-egulations  as,  in  their  wisdom,  they 
shall  think  will  carry  the  said  recommendation  of  the  ho- 
nourable Continental  Congress  effectually  into  execution. 
That  the  petitioners,  being  sensible  "there  are  some  people, 
who,  from  religious  principles,  cannot  bear  arms  in  any 
case,"  wish  not  to  do  "  violence  to  their  consciences  ;"  but, 
as  by  the  exertions  of  the  Associators,  the  liberty,  property, 
and  lives  of  those  people  will  be  equally  defended  with 
their  own,  (without  any  danger  to  the  lives,  liberty,  or  pro- 
peny  of  the  said  people.)  the  petitioners  further  pray  that 
the  terms  of  exemption  may  be  adequate  to  the  dangers, 
loss  of  time,  and  expense  incurred  to  those  who  shall  asso- 
ciate under  the  proposed  regulations. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  to  the  House  a  state 
of  the  several  grants  made  by  this  Province  to  the  Crown, 
from  the  year  175.5  to  the  year  1764,  and  the  sum  remain- 
ing to  be  raised  to  complete  the  said  grants,  presented  to 
the  Chair  a  Report  thereon,  in  writing,  which  was  read  by 
order. 

Upon  motion,  Rtsoh-cd,  That  this  House  will  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Tuesday 
next,  the  24th  instant,  to  take  into  their  consideration  the 
present  critical  state  of  this  Province. 

The  Petition  of  George  Jacob  Housman,  an  insolvent 
debtor  in  the  Jail  of  Philadelphia,  was,  on  motion,  again 
read,  and  referred,  with  the  several  Insolvent  Petitions  re- 
commended over  by  the  late  Assembly,  to  the  Committee 
of  Grievances,  for  inquiry. 

Upon  motion,  the  House  took  into  consideration  part  of 
the  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  recommend- 
ing the  appointment  of  a  Commodore  or  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Armed  Boats  provided  for  the  defence  of  this 
City  and  River,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  their  opinion  such  an  officer  is  at 
this  time  necessary,  and  that  it  be  referied  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  to  consider  of  and  re|)ort  to  the  House  a 
person  proper  for  the  service. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  for  appointing  a  Com- 
mittee to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  i)reventing  tumults 
and  riotous  assemblies,  isic.;  and,  after  some  debate  there- 
on, was  postponed  for  further  consideration. 

The   House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-monow  morn- 


Siitiirilny,  October  21,  1775. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  the  Privates  of  the 
Association  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  its  Districts 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth  tliat  the 
Petitioners  have  lived  to  see  the  unhappy  time  when  the 
liberties  of  America  must  be  finally  lost,  unless  preserved 
by  ar[ning  the  inhabitants  thereof  in  their  defence.  That 
the  strength  and  power  of  the  enemy,  and  the  determined 
spirit  with  which  tiie  war  is  likely  to  be  prosecuted,  render 
the  utmost  efforts  of  this,  as  well  as  of  the  rest  of  the  Uni- 
ted English  Colonies,  absolutely  necessary.  That  the  Pe- 
titioners do  therefore  humbly  pray  the  honourable  House, 
in  their  wisdom,  to  recommend  to  their  constituents  some 
general  plan  of  a  militia  law,  which  shall  equally  extend 
to  all  the  good  people  of  this  Province  ;  and  that  any  in- 
dulgence which  may  be  thought  necessary  to  be  granted 
l)y  the  House,  to  any  freeman  of  the  Province,  may  be 
equally  open  to  all,  and  granted  on  such  terms  as  the 
House  may  think  adequate  to  the  many  ditiicult  and  dan- 
gerous services  of  those  who  are  willing  to  hazard  their 
lives  and  fortunes  in  defence  of  their  Country  ;  that  this, 
the  Petitioners  are  persuaded,  would  give  such  general 
satis-faction  to  those  who  have  already  associated,  that 
they  would  cheerfully  exert  their  utmost  abilities  in  the  ser- 
vice of  their  Country. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


The  House  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock, 
P.M.  _ 

Monday,  October  23,  1775. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  twenty-five  Members,  met  pursuant 
to  adjournment;  and  a  quorum  not  a|)pearing,  they  ad- 
journed to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  October  24,  1775. 

A  quorum  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  last  night. 

Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Pyle,  this  day  a|)pearing  in  the 
House  for  the  first  time  since  their  election,  were  qualified 
as  usual,  and  took  their  seats  accordingly. 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinson  be  added 
to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  and  Mr.  Miles  to 
the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

The  order  of  Friday  last,  for  resolving  the  House  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  this  day,  to  consider 
the  present  critical  state  of  the  Province,  being  called  for, 
was  read  by  order,  and  the  execution  thereof  postponed 
to  Thursday  next,  the  ^Glh  instant. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 
ing.   

Wednesday,  October  25,  1775. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Jacobs,  this  day  appearing  in  the  House  for  the  first 
time  since  his  election,  was  qualified  as  usual,  and  took  his 
seat  accordingly. 

Pursuant  to  the  Resolution  of  Thursday  last,  a  number 
of  applications  for  Captain's,  Lieutenant's,  and  Ensign's 
commissions,  in  the  new  Battalion  to  be  raised  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania,  were  this  day  received  by  the  House, 
with  the  respective  recommendations  produced  in  favour  of 
the  apjilicants,  which  were  severally  read,  and  referred  to 
the  afternoon  for  consideration. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  several  Pe- 
titions and  applications,  presented  in  the  forenoon,  for  Cap- 
tains' commissions  in  the   new  Battalion  ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein. 

Resolved,  That  William  Allen,  Jun.,  Jonathan  Jones, 
IVilliam  Ullliams,  Josiah  Harman,  Marien  Lamar,  Tho- 
mas Dorsey,  Jf'illiom  Jenkins,  and  Augustine  ff'illet,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Captains  in  the  said  Bat- 
talion, and  recommended  to  the  honourable  Continental 
Congtess  for  commissions  accordingly. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  chosen  by  the  Fiee- 
holders  of  the  Counties  of  Northumberland  and  Northamp- 
ton, to  solicit  assistance,  and  devise  means  for  keeping  the 
peace  of  the  said  Counties,  and  defending  them  against 
the  Conntclicut  intruders,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"To  the  lionourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemia 
of  the  Province  of  Pknnsvlvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met. 
"The  Memorial  of  the  Subscribers,  being  a  Committee 
chosen  by  the  Freeholders  of  the  Counties  of  North- 
UMBF.RLAND  and  NORTHAMPTON,  to  soUcit  asslstoncc, 
and  devise  means  for  keeping  the  peace  of  the  said  Coun- 
ties, and  defending  them  against  the  Con.necticlt  in- 
truders, shewclh  : 

"That  the  late  House  of  Assembly,  taking  into  con- 
sideration '  the  intrusion  of  a  number  of  people  into  this 
Piovince,  under  a  pretended  claim  of  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  good  people  of  this 
Province,  did  specially  direct  their  Delegates  to  lay  the 
same  before  the  Congress,  with  the  mischievous  tendency 
the  pursuing  such  measures  will  have,  and  to  procure  tho 
aid  of  Congress  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  good  people  of 
this  Province,  and  prevent  further  intrusions  and  extension 
of  settlements  imder  the  said  claim,  until  the  matter  shall 
be  determined  by  the  King  in  Council,  to  uhom  both  sides 
have  submitted  the  dispute.' 

"  Tliat  the  honourable  Congress  were  pleased  to  appoint 
five  of  their  body  as  a  Committee  to  hear  the  parties,  and 
to  devise  some  effectual  means  for  answering  the  aforesaid 
purposes  ;  and  the  said  Committee,  being  attended  by  yoiu- 
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Ivlemoriallsts  on  tlie  part  of  ilie  freeholders  of  ihe  Counties 
of  ^^orthumberland  and  Northumplon,  and  by  iheConnec- 
ticut  Delegates  in  behalf  of  the  claimants  and  intruders 
from  that  Colony,  did  condescend,  with  great  patience  and 
candour,  to  hear  what  was  otiered  on  each  side,  declaring, 
that  as  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Congress  to  take 
upon  them  the  decision  of  any  matters  touching  the  merits 
of  the  controversy,  it  would  be  sullicient  for  the  parties  to 
confine  themselves  to  such  points  only  as  might  enable  the 
said  Committee  to  answer  the  purposes  of  their  appoint- 
ment, namely,  to  'devise  some  way  by  which  the  recom- 
mendation and  aulhoiiiy  of  Congress  may  be  reasonably 
interposed  for  keeping  the  peace  till  a  decisiun  of  this  mat- 
ter, agreeable  to  the  aforesaid  request  of  Assembly.' 

"  Wherefore,  waiving  the  principal  arguments  touching 
the  merits  of  the  controversy,  and  particularly  the  settle- 
ment of  the  western  bounds  of  Connecticut,  under  a  royal 
commission  in  1664,  then  solemnly  assented  to  and  accept- 
ed by  themselves,  and,  since  that,  adjudged  absolute  and 
final  in  several  instances,  (as  we  doubt  not  it  will  in  the 
present,)  we  say,  waiving  these  points,  your  memorialists 
insisted  on  the  following,  viz: 

"  That,  were  it  even  possible  for  the  Connecticut  claim 
to  derive  the  least  support  from  the  charter,  they  have  pro- 
secuted it  in  an  unwarraniable  and  riotous  manner,  holding 
their  present  possessions  only  by  forcible  entry  and  unju.t 
depredations  upon  the  property  of  the  good  people  ol  this 
Province. 

"  That,  near  fifiy  years  ago,  all  that  part  of  Dclaunre 
which  they  now  claim,  from  forty-one  degrees  upwards,  was 
settled  by  Fennsylvania  as  far  as  then  purchased  from  the 
Indians;  and  the  settlements  still  extended  farther,  as  new 
purchases  were  made,  without  any  claim  made  known  or 
interruption  offered  on  the  part  of  Connecticut. 

'•That  their  claim  is  a  novel  thing,  or  at  least  was  not 
heard  of  among  Pennsylvaniuns  till  a  little  before  the  In- 
dian treaty  and  Congress  at  Albanij,  in  n51,  and  was  hard- 
ly considered  by  any  body  as  a  serious  thing,  till  at  that 
treaty  it  was  made  known  that  they  were  privately  dealing 
with  the  Indians,  by  twos  and  threes  at  a  rime,  at  the 
house  of  one  Lydius,  for  some  lands  on  Sumjuchunndh. 

"That  the  deed  (if  any)  signed  by  ihe  Indians  at  that 
lime,  was  not  obtained,  as  usual,  from  their  chiefs  in  pub- 
lick  council  or  treaty,  but  privately,  and  through  the  per- 
suasion of  the  said  Lydius;  and  also  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  Connecticut  itself,  which  prohibits  all  purchases  from  the 
Indians  without  leave  of  their  General  Court. 

"That  if  the  said  pretended  deed  was  not  void  on  the 
foregoing  account,  it  15  absolutely  so  for  the  following 
reasons : 

''First.  Because,  at  a  solemn  tiealy  held  between  the 
Governour  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  lidians,  Octolicr  the 
'^.jth,  1736,  in  a  deed  for  the  lands  from  the  mouth  of  .S'us- 
(juehannuli  up  to  the  mountains,  the  Imlians  made  a  further 
covenant  and  declaration  of  trust,  in  the  words  following; 
'That  neither  ihey,  nor  any  in  authority  in  their  nations, 
would  at  any  time  bargain,  sell,  grant,  or  by  any  means 
make  over  to  any  person  or  iiersons  whatsoever,  whether 
white  men  or //u/tfiyii,  other  than  the  proprietors  o'i  Penn- 
sylvania, children  of  fl'illiam  Pcnn,oT  to  persons  by  them 
authorized  ami  apywiiited  to  agree  for  and  receive  the  same, 
any  lands  within  the  limits  ol'  Fennsylvania,  as  it  is  bound- 
ed' northward  by  New-York;  but  wlien  we  are  willing  to 
dispose  of  any  further  rights  to  lands  within  the  said  limits 
o(  rennsylvania,  we  will  dispose  of  them  to  the  said  Jlil- 
linm  Fvitn's  children,  and  110  other.'  And  the  considera- 
tion mentioned  by  the  hulians,  as  inducing  tliem  to  make 
this  deed  and  declaration,  was  the  ujiright  conduct  of  Ifil- 
liam  Fcnn,  who,  although  ho  had,  in  the  year  1606,  pur- 
chased the  Susf/ucliunnah  lands,  within  the  northern  part 
of  his  charter,  from  (iovernour  iJi(/i,£r»/(,  who  had  pur- 
chased them  for  him  (the  said  li'itliam  Finn)  in  16s:j,  yet 
was  willing  to  pay  the  Indians  o\er  again,  as  he  had  occa- 
sion to  settle  them. 

"  That  on  the  6tli  day  oUuly,  \'oA,  in  a  publick  coun- 
cil ^iAllnini/,  Co\one\  J  oil  nson  and  the  Commissioners  or 
DL'lc'^uies  of  all  the  nelgiihouring  Provinces  being  present, 
the  Indians  gave  a  deed  to  the  proprietors  of  Fennsylva- 
nia fur  another  parcel  of  the  Snsquehannah  lands,  from  the 
Mountains  nearly  up  to  the  I'^oik';,  including  also  a  great 
part  of  the  huuls  on  Dilawnrc,  now  claimed  b_\   Connccti- 
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cut,  but  declared  they  would  not  yet  sell  the  .Sfianwkin 
and  H'yoining  lands,  but  reserve  them  for  their  hunting 
grounds  ;  and  ajipointed  Jo/i)i  Sliickalamy,  a  noted  chief,  to 
live  on  them,  and  prevent  any  settlements  of  white  people. 
"  But  it  being  then  suggested  to  the  Indians  that  some 
private  persons  were  endeavouring  to  obtain  deeds  from 
some  of  their  people  for  part  of  these  lands,  and  the  afore- 
said deed  of  1763  being  shown  to  them,  by  which  they 
declare  that  they  held  the  said  lands  in  trust,  to  be  disposed 
of  only  to  the  children  of  H'illiam  Fcnn,  they  did  accord- 
ingly (the  9ih  day  o(  July,  1754)  sign  and  execute  an  en- 
dorsement on  the  back  of  the  deed  of  1736,  '  for  them- 
selves, their  children,  and  children's  children,  confirming, 
ratifying,  and  holding  good  the  same,  covenanting,  promi- 
sing, and  engaging,  to  and  with  Thomas  and  Richard  Fenn, 
Esquires,  that  neither  they  nor  any  under  their  authority 
should  sell,  grant,  or  convey  to  any  other  than  the  said 
Thomas  Fenn  and  Richard  Fenn,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
any  lands  within  the  limits  of  their  Province.'  &ic. 

•■That  on  the  9th  day  of  the  said  month  of  July,  1754, 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Colonies  met  in  Congress,  drew 
up  a  state  to  be  laid  before  His  Majesty,  and,  as  if  fore- 
seeing tlie  evil  consequences  that  would  ensue  from  private 
purchases  of  lands  from  the  Indians,  and  the  exorbitant 
and  uuwieldly  claims  of  some  Northern  Colonies,  under 
their  charters,  agreed  to  the  following  articles,  viz: 

'■  "■  First.  That  all  future  purchases  of  lands  from  the  In- 
dians be  void,  unless  made  by  the  Government  where  such 
lands  lie,  and  from  the  Indians  in  a  body,  in  their  publick 
councils. 

"  'Second.  That  the  bounds  of  those  Colonies  which  ex- 
tend to  the  South  Sea  be  contracted  and  limited  by  the  Al- 
leghany ov  Ajjpalachian  iNIountains,  and  measures  be  taken 
for  settling,  from  time  lo  time.  Colonies  of  His  Majesty's 
Protestant  subjects  westward  of  said  mountains,  in  projier 
cantons.' 

"That  the  pretended  Indian  deed,  to  some  persons  in  Con- 
ntcticut,  being  posterior  to  all  this,  and  dated  July  1 1 ,  1754, 
iinisi,  in  every  sense  and  view,  be  fraudulent  and  void.  It 
must  be  void,  because  the  Indians  could  not  convey  that 
on  July  1 1,  to  any  other  person?,  which  they  had  twice  be- 
fore declared  they  held  in  trust,  to  be  conveyed  only  to  the 
pro|)rietaries  of  Fennsylvania.  Jt  is  fraudulent,  not  only 
as  being  obtained  privately,  contrary  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Colonies  in  Congress,  made  two  days  before,  with  the 
assent  of  Commissioners  from  Connecticut  itself,  but  also 
as  extending  beyond  the  mountains,  which  they  had  agreed 
should  limit  all  Colonics  claiming  to  the  South  Sea. 

••  That  the  Connecticut  claimants,  no  doubt,  conscious  of 
the  weight  of  these  reasons,  did  not  pretend  to  make  any 
settlement  under  their  own  charter,  or  the  said  pretended 
Indian  purchase,  but  thought  proper  to  petition  His  Ma- 
jesty '  that  it  might  be  his  royal  pleasure  not  to  extend  the 
old  Colony,  but  to  grant  them  the  said  lands  to  erect  and 
settle  thereon  a  new  Colony,  in  such  form  and  under  such 
regulations  as  might  be  consistent  with  his  loyal  wisdom.' 
"'That  failing  in  this  application,  (as  it  might  be  justly 
expected  His  Majesty  would  not  grant  tlio-.e  lands  a  se- 
cond time,  which  were  before  granted  to  llilliam  Ftnn.) 
they  recurred  to  their  pretended  Indian  purchase,  and  set 
up  their  charter  claim,  but  never  durst  settle  any  of  the 
lands  in  their  own  right,  till  they  were  first  purchased  by 
the  proprietaries  of  Fennsylvania,  in  November,  1768,  at 
w  hich  time  the  Indians,  in  publick  council,  solenmly  denied 
ever  having  made  any  sale  of  the  lands  in  question  to  the 
people  of  Connecticut,  as  the  Six  Nations  had  before  dis- 
claimed the  same,  by  the  Sachem  i/<,7i(/(7'fA- a nd  otlier  chiefs 
sent  to  Philadelphia  for  that  purpose  in  January,  1755. 

"  That  the  Connecticnt  claimants  were  not  only  thus  pre- 
vented by  the  Indians  from  settling  under  their  own  pre- 
tended purchase,  and  obliged  to  wait  till  they  could  come 
111  under  the  purchase  o(  Fennsylvania,  but  even  now  dare 
not  settle  one  foot  of  their  said  purchase,  which  reaches 
over  or  beyond  the  Pennsylvania  [lurchase  ;  and  that,  upon 
the  whole,  they  had  intruded  themselves  into  this  Province 
without  any  shadow  "of  right,  and  hold  their  present  pos- 
sessions by  forcible  entry  and  invasions  of  the  property  of 
persons  holding  under  this  Province.  In  proof  of  which, 
your  memorialists  produced  numbers  of  aflidavits  and  other 
vouchers,  setting  forth  their  first  intrusion  and  attempt  to 
dispossess  Mr.  Ogtl'.n  and  other  settlers  of  Wyoming,  in 
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Ftbruanj,  1769;  liieir  being  twice  taken  by  the  Sheriff  of 
Northampton,  and  defeated  in  their  designs;  their  escapes 
from  prison  and  bail ;  breach  of  their  faith  ;  reluming  again 
to  the  lands,  and  taking  to  their  assistance  fugitives  from 
the  justice  of  this  Province,  till  at  length  they  succeeded 
in  their  jiresent  lodgement  at  the  said  IVijomhig,  a  place 
within  tlie  undoubted  charter  limits  of  this  Province,  and 
to  which  its  laws  and  jurisdiction  were  actually  extended 
by  our  Legislature,  long  before  any  act  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  for  that  purpose. 

"  That  the  peace  of  the  Province  has  for  several  years 
past  been  constantly  interrupted  by  these  intruders,  and 
endeavouring  to  extend  their  settlements,  and  to  draw  off 
our  inhabitants  to  their  party  by  every  undue  means  in 
their  power;  tempting  some  of  the  lowest  ol  tbeni  with 
offers  of  commissions,  civil  and  military  ;  and  others,  par- 
ticularly those  who  hold  as  tenants,  to  become  landlords 
themselves,  by  offers  of  the  lands  on  easier  terms  than 
those  of  Pennsylvania. 

"  That  their  late  attempt  to  extend  themselves  westward 
at  least  fifty  miles  Ironi  U'yonting,  to  the  west  branch  of 
iSusquehanHah,  was  attended  with  the  most  provoking 
ciicumslances  of  treacliery,  as  well  as  want  of  sympathy 
for  the  distresses  of  their  Country,  or  regard  for  publick 
union.  Because,  in  3Ia>/  last,  after  actual  hostilities  liad 
commenced  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  the 
Assembly  of  Connecticut  made  a  new  law,  extending  their 
jurisdiction  to  the  said  west  branch  of  iSiisquehunnah,  and 
thereby  exciting  their  peo|)le  to  make  further  intiusions 
upon  us,  which  was  most  ungenerously  attempted  by  them, 
in  an  hostile  manner,  the  latter  end  of  ^^qjttmljer  last,  in 
open  disregard  of  the  injunctions  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, at  a  time  when  tliey  ihouglil  our  people  were  least 
expecting  them,  and  least  prepared  to  receive  them  ;  many 
of  the  best  men  of  the  County  being  absent  iu  the  pub- 
lick  service,  as  ridemen. 

"  That  upon  this  state  of  the  matter,  and  in  the  present 
temper  of  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  whose 
minils  are  so  justly  intiamed  against  those  intruders,  as  a 
set  of  men  who  have  made  repeated  attacks  on  their  pro- 
peity,  and  to  whose  future  engagements  no  faith  can  be 
due,  your  memorialists  took  the  liberty  to  suggest  to  the 
worthy  Committee  of  Congress  their  apprehensions  that 
the  said  frontier  inhabitants,  now  considering  themselves 
under  the  necessity  of  repelling  force  by  force,  can  be  no 
way  quieted,  or  tlie  publick  peace  preserved,  '  but  by  those 
Connecticut  ]jeiiple  yielding  up  the  lands  of  which  they 
have  taken  forcible  jjossession,  and  retiring  within  their  old 
bounds  east  of  New- York,  there  patiently  to  wait  the  de- 
cision of  the  controversy  by  that  authority  to  which  both 
sides  have  submitted,  and  which  may  soon  be  expected.' 

"  The  reply  made  to  these  arguments  appeared  to  us  too 
evasive  and  inconclusive  to  trouble  your  honourable  House 
with  a  recital  of  them.  Upon  the  whole,  instead  of  ac- 
quiescing in  our  proposal  to  withdraw  these  intruders,  the 
Coimecticut  Delegates  gave  in  the  following  written  pro- 
)iosal,  calculated,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Congress,  if  it 
could  be  had,  to  obtain  for  their  people  a  still  stronger  es- 
tablishment in  a  tract  of  land  almost  as  large  as  all  Conntc- 
ticitt ;  thereby  delivering  them  the  quiet  possession  and  use 
of  lands,  honestly  purchased  and  paid  for,  to  an  immense 
value,  by  multitudes  of  good  people  belonging  to  all  parts 
of  our  Province. 

"  Form  of  a  Rtsohidon  of  Coiignsfi  proposed  by  the  Con- 
necticut Delegates. 

"  '  Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Congress,  that  some 
disturbances  have  lately  happened  among  the  people  in- 
habiting the  lands  in  controversy  between  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  and  the  propiieiors  of  the  Colony  of  Pennsijl- 
vuniu,  which,  unless  speedily  quieted,  may  interrupt  the 
harmony  and  weaken  the  union  of  the  conlederated  Colo- 
nies, when  their  united  efforts  are  necessary  for  the  defence 
of  their  common  rights  and  liberties ;  and  that  the  peace 
of  said  inhabitants  cannot  be  preserved,  nor  offenders  duly 
punished  there,  by  the  civil  authority  of  the  Colonies  of 
Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  or  either  of  them,  by  rea- 
son of  their  interfering  claims  of  jurisdiction  ;  and  the  As- 
sembly of  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Delegates 
of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  have  requested  the  interpo- 
sition and  advice  of  the  Congress  in  the  premises: 

"  '  licsulvcd,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  tiie  Congress,  it  is  ex- 


pedient, for  preserving  the  peace  of  said  Colonies,  that  a 
temporary  line  of  jurisdiction  be  fixed  between  them  ;  and 
therefore  recommend  for  the  present,  and  until  there  shall 
be  a  legal  settlement  of  said  controversy,  or  some  other  re- 
gulation established,  that  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  con- 
fine the  exercise  of  its  jurisdiction  (at  the  place  in  contro- 
versy) to  that  part  of  a  Township  incorporated  by  the  As- 
sembly of  that  Colony  by  the  name  of  IVestmonlanit,  that 
lieth  east  of  a  meridian  line  beginning  at  latitude  forty-one 
degrees  north,  at  the  distance  of  fifteen  English  miles  west 
from  the  east  branch  of  Sus(juehannah  River,  and  from 
thence  running  north  to  the  north  line  of  the  lands  in  con- 
troversy ;  and  that  the  Colony  o(  Pennsylvania  forbear  to 
exercise  jurisdiction  within  those  limits,  unless  the  south 
limit  of  said  Town  include  any  of  the  inhabitants  who  set- 
tled and  hold  under  the  claim  of  the  proprietors  of  7^t7i;i- 
sylvnnia  ;  that  then  those  inhabitants  remain  under  the  juris- 
diction of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  all  the  inhabitants  on  said 
controverted  lands  be  suffered  peaceably  to  occupy  the 
lands  now  in  their  actual  possession. 

"  '  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  nothing  contained  in  this 
temporary  provision  shall  any  way  affect  or  prejudice  the 
legal  title  or  claim  of  either  party  to  any  of  the  said  lands. 
And  it  is  further  recommended,  that  all  persons  who  have 
been  arrested  only  for  attempting  to  enter  upon  and  take 
possession  of  any  of  the  vacant  or  uncultivated  lands  in 
controversy,  be  forthwith  released,  and  that  all  their  effects 
be  restored  to  them.  And  that,  for  the  future,  all  concerned 
carefully  avoid  whatever  may  tend  to  disturb  the  peace  or 
interriqn  the  harmony  and  friendship  that  ought  at  all  times, 
and  more  especially  the  present,  to  subsist  among  all  true 
lovers  of  their  Country.' 

"  On  the  foregoing  proposal  it  was  observed,  first,  by  your 
men)orialists,  that  the  bounds  pointed  out  would  extend  the 
jurisdiction  of  Connecticut  not  only  over  the  IVyoining  lands, 
and  fifteen  miles  west  of  Susfjuehannah,  but  also  eastwaifl 
to  Delaware,  over  the  Minisink  and  other  lands  settled  and 
governed  under  Pennsylvania  for  fifty  years  past.  They 
further  observed  an  affected  obscurity,  and  the  use  of  am- 
biguous words  in  the  |)roposal,  where  it  ought  to  have  been 
explicit  and  clear:  as,  for  example,  a  temporary  line  of  ju- 
risdiction is  proposed,  'until  there  shall  be  a  legal  settle- 
ment of  the  controversy.'  But  when  they  were  asked 
what  they  meant  by  a  legal  settlement,  and  whether  the 
expected  determination  by  the  King  in  Council  would  be 
acquiesced  in  by  them  as  such,  no  decisive  reply  was  ob- 
tained, but  rather  a  suggestion  that  they  would  not  consi- 
der such  determination  as  final  in  their  case.  The  like 
ambiguity  was  observed  with  respect  to  the  words,  'actual 
possession,'  they  affecting  to  consider  all  lands  on  which 
no  persons  live,  as  vacant  and  free  for  their  people  to  sit 
down  upon  ;  and  we  considering  all  lands  for  which  we 
have  paid,  and  which  have  been  surveyed  off  to  us,  as  our 
actual  possession,  which  no  man  has  a  right  to  enter  upon 
without  our  leave,  whether  we  occupy  them  or  not.  And 
as  to  a  temporary  line  of  jurisdiction,  your  memorialists  de- 
clared it  to  be  a  matter  which  they  could  neither  consent 
to  nor  have  any  concern  in  advising,  for  the  following  rea- 
sons: 

"  First.  Because  the  Legislature  of  this  Province  did 
extend  its  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  lands  in  controversy 
long  before  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  made  any  act  for  the 
like  purpose,  and  therefore  that  jurisdiction  can  neither  be 
suspended  or  limited,  but  by  the  Legislature  of  this  Pro- 
vince itself,  or  by  the  general  consent  of  those  interested. 

"  Secondly.  Because  such  general  consent  can  never  be 
expected.  For  wherever  such  temporary  line  rnay  be  fixed, 
it  must  give  riissaiisiaction  to  multitudes,  and  sacrifice  (at 
least  for  a  time)  the  property  of  one  part  of  the  Country 
for  the  peace  or  convenience  of  the  other. 

"  Thirdly.  Because  application  being  heretofore  made, 
on  the  part  of  Connecticut,  to  the  honourable  proprietaries 
o(  Pennsylviniia,  for  such  temporary  line,  they  refused  to 
consent  to  the  same,  considering  that  it  w"ould  be  injurious 
to  their  cause,  and  an  admission  that  the  lines  of  Connec- 
ticut, settled  more  than  an  hundred  years  ago  east  of  Aeir- 
York,  could  now  extend  west  of  the  same,  and  approach 
those  of  Pennsylvania. 

'^  Fourthly.  Because  it  seems  evidently  intended,  by  the 
proposing  such  temporary  lines,  to  give  those  Connecticut 
intruders  an  opportunity  of  introducing  still  greater  nuip.- 
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bers  of  their  people,  and  rendering  themselves  so  strong  ivare,  and   conseqnently  subject  to  the  attacks  of  armed 

as  to  be  able  to  dispute  the  possession,  whatever  may  be  vessels,  parties  of  iMarines,  &tc.,  who  may  easily  carry  off 

determined  respecting  the  merits  of  the  controversy.  And  our  live  stock  to  support  the  Ministerial  Troops,  effect  the 

that  on  the  whole,  atemporary  line,  being  involved  in  such  destruction  of  the  Borough  o[  Chester,  (and  thereby  the 

ditficulty    affecting  not  only  the  rights  and   estate  of  the  destruction  of  all  our  publick  records)  Marcus  Hook,  and 

honourable  proprietaries  of  this   Province,   but  of  multi-  every  other  building  or  improvement  on  the  river  below 

tudes  within  it,  and  which,  however  determined,  must  ruin  the  chevaux-de-frise  ;   that,  pursuant  to  a  resolve  of  the 

and  t'ive  dissatisfaction  to  many,  your  memorialists  could  honourable  House,  of  the  30th  o(  June,  five  hundred  stand 

not  but  think  it  a  matter  in  which  it  would  be  wrong  even  of  arms,  and  the  other  necessary  accoutrements,  are  at  this 

to  wish  the   interposition  of  Congress,  all  whose  recom-  time  nearly  completed  for  the  use  of  the  ]Minule-men,  who 

mendations  should  be  received  with  reverence,  and  without  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  enter  upon  their  necessary 

murmurinc;  and  that,  therefore,  some  other  mode  should  service  as  soon  as  the  House  will  grant  them  that  encour- 

be  agreed-upon,  in  order  to  be  strengthened  by  the  recom-  agement  which  they  are  naturally  led  to  expect,  and  willi- 

mendation  of  Congress :    Either,  First,  That  those  intru-  out  which  it  is  conceived  they  can  never  be  obtained  ;  that 

ders  who  have  so  "justly  alarmed  their  neighbours  should  the   Memorialists   beg   leave  to  acquaint  the   House  that 

withdraw,  as  originally  proposed  to  the  Committee  of  Con-  there  are  five  Battalions  in  the  said  County,  each  of  which 

gressby  your  memorialists;  or,  5'tron(//y,  That  a  plan  should  has  agreed  to  furnish  one  hundred  men,  which  will  com- 
be devised  for  preventing  their  further  extension  of  settle 


plete  the  number  of  Minute-men  required,  who,  having 
their  all  within  the  said  County,  and  surrounded  by  the 
tenderest  connexions,  will  naturally  exert  their  utmost 
vigour  in  its  defence,  which  in  effect  will  be  a  protection  to 
the  City  o{  Philadelphia,  and  the  other  parts  of  the  Pro- 
\ince  ;  that  the  Memorialists  further  beg  leave  to  represent, 


ments,  the  introducing  any  more  of  their  people,  or  any 
way  molesting  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  in  their 
persons  or  property,  till  a  determination  of  the  controversy 
by  the  King  in  Council,  with  some  proper  security  that  they 
will  abide  by  that  determination,  and  in  the  mean  time  sub- 
mit to  the  laws  of  rcnnsylvania.  But,  on  a  matter  of  so  that,  notwithstanding  the  honourable  Continental  Congress 
great  weight  and  concern  to  the  Province  in  general,  we  recommended  a  General  Association  of  all  able-bodied  men, 
declare,  lurther,  that  we  wished  to  take  the  advice  of  your  from  sixteen  to  fifty  years  of  age,  yet  great  numbers  have 
honourable  House.  neglected  or  refused  to  associate,  many  of  whom  are  men 
"  BeiniT  therefore  convinced  that  any  accommodation  by  of  considerable  projjerty  and  influence;  which  neglect  or 
means  of°a  temporary  line  is  an  idea  never  entertained  by  refusal  hath  an  evident  tendency  to  discourage  the  present 
the  late  or  jiresent  House,  we  pray  you  would  take  the  Associators,  by  inducing  them  to  believe  that  the  burden 
premises  under  your  wise  consideration,  and  advise  us  will  chiefly  fall  on  them  ;  that  as  the  cause  is  of  general 
whether  the  peace  of  this  Province  can  be  best  preserved  concern,  the  necessary  waste  of  time  attending  their  pre- 
by  the  first  or  second  of  the  above  propositions,  or  whether  paration  for  defence,  or  an  equivalent  thereto,  should  like- 
any  othor  plan  might  be  more  agreeable  to  you;  and  as  the  wise  be  general;  that  there  are  many  persons  zealous  in 
settlement  as  well  as  execution  of  any  plan  of  this  kind  the  cause  of  liberty,  who  would  cheerfully  associate,  hut 
may  be  attended  with  difficulties  and  delays,  of  which  these 


intruders  may  wish  to  take  advantage  as  usual,  we  further 
pray  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  two  Counties  of  North- 
umberland ^tnd  Northampton  may  in  the  mean  time  be  duly 
strengthened  and  supported,  for  the  defence  of  their  pro- 
perty against  all  such  invasions  and  insidious  attempts  as 
that  lately  made  upon  them  ;  and  your  memorialists  shall      and  the  present  Association  are  subject,  they  confide  in  lh 


cause 
are  destitute  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  totally  unable 
to  procure  them  ;  that,  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  Association,  the  Memorialists  apprehend  no  proper 
subordination  can  take  place,  nor  efi'ectual  service  be  ren- 
dered to  the  publick  ;  that  the  Memorialists  having  thus 
stated  a  few  of  the  inconveniences  to  which  this  Count}- 


■  William  Smith, 

■  Henry  Kefpele,  Ji'i 
'  Tench  Francis, 

•  William  Sitoreaves 
'  Robert  Harris, 


1'  RANCis  Allison, 
.,  John  Cox, 

Samlel  Meredith, 
Reuben  Haines. 


The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  and,  upon 
motion,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Memorial  from 
the  Committee  chosen  by  the  Counties  oi  Northumberland 
and  Northampton,  to  solicit  assistance,  and  devise  means  rovv^moniing 
for  keeping  the  peace  of  the  said  Counties,  and  defending 
them  against  the  Connecticut  intruders  ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Rod- 
man, Mr.  Barthulometv,  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Euiiig,  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery, Mr.  Chrcist,  Mr.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Dougherty,  be 
a  Committee  to  consider  the  contents  of  the  said  Memo- 
rial, and  report  thereon  to  the  House 


doni  and  integrity  of  the  honourable  House  for  such 
relief  as  the  premises  may  require. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  choice  and  nomination  of 
Ofiicers  for  the  new  Battalion  to  be  raised  in  this  Province, 
when  Benjamin  Davis,  Sainuel  IVettson,  Jacob  Ashmead , 
Ftter  Hughes,  Adam  Hubley,John  Reece,  Frederick  Blan- 
kenburg,  and  Richard  Standlry,  were  appointed  Lieuten- 
ants in  tlie  said  Battalion,  and  recommended  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  to  be  commissioned  accordingly. 

Upon  motion,  the  Order  of  the  House  to  rcsoUe  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  this  day,  was 
ai;ain  read,  and  further  iiostponcd  till  ten  o'clock,  to-mor- 


The  House  then  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  several  applica- 
tions produced  at  the  table  for  Ensigns'  Commissions  in  the 
new  Battalion,  and  having  examined  thcrespecli\e  vouchers 
of  the  candidates. 

Resolved,  That  Roger  Sleiner,  Philip  Clumburg,  Jun., 
Jacob  Zeiglcr,  George  Jenkins,  Christian  Siaddle,  Tho- 
7iias  Ri/(-rson,  llilliam  Moore,  and  Amos  fi ilkinson,  be. 


A  Memorial  and  Remonstrance  from  the  Committee  of     ^nd  i't-T  are  hereby  appointed  Ensigns  in  the  said  Bi.ila 


Chester  County  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
setting  forth,  that  the  Memorialists,  animated  with  a  fer- 
vent desire  of  conveying  to  their  posterity,  unsullied  and 
inviolate,  those  inestimable  privileges  which  their  ancestors 
hardly  earned  with  much  loss  of  blood  and  treasure,  and 
being  fully  sensible  that  a  regular  system  has  long  since 
been  formed  by  an  infatuated  Ministry,  and  now  carryinr 


n,  and  recommended  to  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress to  be  connnissioncd  accordingly. 

A  Memorial  and  Petition  from  the  Officers  of  the  foLir 
Battalions  associated  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia  for 
defence  of  American  liberty,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  reail,  setting  forth,  that  the  INIemorialists,  |)urely  wiih  a 
view  to  serve  their  Country's  cause,  have  freely  given  much 


ito  execution,  to  deprive  us  of  those  privileges,  and  sub-  time  to  perfect  themselves,  and  the  men  they  have  been 

jugate  this  devoted  Country,  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  chosen  to  command  in  military  exercises,  and  have  incurred 

honourable  House  the  present  weak  and  defenceless  situa-  an  expense  for  drums  and  colours,  and  the  payment  of  Ad- 

tion  of  this  Country  ;  that  the  Hou-^e  are  too  well  acquaint-  jutaiils,  Fuglemen,  Sergeants,  Drummers,  Filers,  k.c.;  that 

ed  with  the  inconveniences  under  which  the  Memorialists  some  of  the  Petitioners  have  exerted  their  utmost  endea- 

labonr,  to  require  a  minute  detail  of  them  ;  let  it  suffice,  vouis  to  procure  sufficient  Arms  and  Accoutrements,  which 

the  County  of  Chesterh,  in  the  jiresent  unnatural  contest,  were   put   into   the   hands  of  such  able-bodied  men  under 

the  fiuntiei-  County  in    this   Province  on    the  River  Dela-  their  command,  whose  circumstances  did  not  permit  to  pay 


1777 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSEMBLY,  OCTOBER,  ITTc 


1778 


for  themselves;  that  the  Petitioners  hci,'  leave  to  present 
just  accounts  of  expenditures,  and  lo  place  reliance  on  tiie 
wisdom  and  justice  of  the  honourahie  House  for  reim- 
bursement of  the  past,  and  provision  for  future  necessary 
expenses. 

Ordered  to  he  on  tiie  table. 

A  Petition  from  divers  languishini;  Debtors  in  the  Jail 
of  this  City  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting 
forth,  that  they  are  subjected  to  great  inconveniences  and 
hardships,  from  their  friends  and  families  having  been  of 
late  debarred  access  to  them,  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  Christopher  Tnlhj  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  setting  (brth,  that  he  is  the  first  person 
who  perfected  and  introduced  in  this  Province  a  machine 
for  spinning,  twenty-four  threads  at  once  by  one  man  or 
woman,  with  the  same  facility  and  despatch  as  a  single 
thread  can  be  spun  on  a  common  wheel ;  and  it  being  the 
first  of  the  kind  made  here,  the  Petitioner  lost  a  great  deal 
of  time,  and  was  at  extraordinary  ex|)ense  in  completing 
it ;  that  the  Petitioner  has  also  engraved  the  figure  of  the 
said  machine  for  the  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  with  it  a 
description  of  every  part,  in  so  particular  a  manner  that  any 
workman  may  make  one  by  the  engraved  plate  and  the 
description;  whence  it  is  possible  tliis  very  useful  inven- 
tion may  soon  become  as  common  here  as  in  England, 
wliich  cannot  but  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  industrious 
part  of  the  people  in  this  Country,  and  the  publick  in 
general  ;  that  if  the  honourable  House  should  therefore 
think  the  Petitioner  deserving  of  any  gratuity  for  his  trou- 
ble and  expense  in  perfecting  and  publishing  the  said  ma- 
chine, it  will  be  gratefully  received  and  acknowledged  by 


Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Memorial  of 
the  Committee  chosen  by  the  Freeholders  of  the  Counties 
of  Nortliumherland  and  Northampton,  to  solicit  assistance, 
and  devise  means  for  keeping  the  peace  of  the  said  Coun- 
ties, and  defending  them  against  the  Connecticut  intruders, 
reported,  "  that  ihey  had  taken  the  said  Memorial  into  their 
serious  consideration,  and  are  satisfied  that  the  matters  and 
things  tlierein  represented  are  justly  stateil,  and  deserve  the 
attention  of  the  House." 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Report  be  taken  into  consiiler- 
ation  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Order  of  yesterday,  for  the  House  lo  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  at  ten  o'clock,  this 
morning,  was  read  by  order,  and  postponed  to  Tuesday  next. 

A  Conmiittee  from  the  Meeting  of  Re|n'esentatives  of 
the  people  called  Quakers,  this  day  waited  on  the  House, 
and,  being  admitted,  presented  an  Addi-ess  in  behalf  of  that 
Society,  which  being  read  by  one  of  the  Committee,  they 
withdrew,  and  the  said  Address  follows,  in  these  words,  viz  : 
"  To  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province 

of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met. 

''  The  Address  of  the  People  called  (Quakers  respectfully 

shciceth  : 

"That  we  have  with  deep  concern  and  aflliction  consi- 
dered the  sorrowful  alteration  in  the  state  of  this  once 
peaceful  Province;  and  the  present  conjuncture  a))pearing 
to  us  the  most  critical  and  important  ever  known  among 
us,  we  request  our  address  to  you  at  this  time  may  obtain 
your  serious,  weighty,  and  deliberate  consideration. 

"  We  observe  by  the  minutes  of  your  proceedings,  and 
the  copy  of  a  petition  with  which  you  have  favoured  us, 
that  several  memorials  and  petitions  have  been  presented 
to  you,  by  divers  inhabitants,  chiefly  of  the  City  and  Liber- 
ties of  P/«7«(/e/j>/»'o,  the  consideration  of  which  hath  so 
weighty  impressed  our  minds,  that  we  apprehend  we  shall 
fall  short  of  our  duty  to  ourselves,  to  our  Country,  and  to 
posterity,  if  we  do  not  express  our  concern  on  the  endea- 
vours used  to  induce  you  to  enter  into  measures  so  mani- 
festly repugnant  to  the  laws  and  Charter  of  this  Province, 
and  which,  if  enforced,  must  subvert  that  most  essential  of 
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all  priiileges,  liberty  of  conscience,  and  we  apprehend  will 
not  only  increase  the  publick  distresses,  but  occasion  grievous 
sufferings  to  many  conscientious  people,  of  divers  religious 
denominations. 

"  It  is  well  known,  that  for  above  one  hundred  years 
past,  we,  as  a  religious  society,  have  declared  to  the  world 
that  we  could  not,  for  conscience  sake,  bear  arms,  nor  be 
concerned  in  warlike  preparations,  either  by  personal  ser- 
vice or  by  paying  any  fines,  penalties,  or  assessments  im- 
posed in  consideration  of  our  exemption  from  such  ser- 
vices. 

"  Tliat  for  many  years  after  becoming  a  distinct  religious 
society,  our  ancestors  suffered  many  grievous  persecutions 
and  oppressions  for  adhering  to  these  our  religious  princi- 
ples, which  we  are  convinced  are  founded  on  the  example 
and  express  injunction  of  Christ,  our  Lord  and  Lawgiver. 

"  That  in  expectation  of  being  entirely  relieved  from 
the  divers  oppressions  to  which  they  were  subjected  on  this 
and  other  accounts,  and  of  enjoying  perfect  liberty  of  ser- 
ving God,  and  of  walking  before  him  in  the  way  and  man- 
ner they  believe  to  be  most  agreeable  to  him,  our  ancestors 
were  induced  to  leave  their  native  land,  and  encounter  the 
dangers  and  ditffculties  of  settling  this,  then  a  wilderness ; 
and  althouijh  they  were  assured  that  our  honourable  pro- 
prietor, JVilliam  Penn,  was  united  with  them  in  religious 
profession  and  principles,  yet,  in  order  to  secure  this  ines- 
timable privilege  of  liberty  of  conscience  to  themselves 
and  their  posterity  in  the  fullest  manner  they  could,  before 
they  came  from  their  native  land,  they  entered  into  a  so- 
lemn contract  with  him  for  this  purpose,  as  appears  by  the 
thirty-fifth  section  of  laws,  agreed  upon  in  England,  the 
fifth  day  of  the  third  month,  idS-Z,  in  the  following  words, 
viz  : 

"'That  all  persons  living  in  the  Province,  who  confess 
and  acknowledge  the  one  Almighty  and  Eternal  God  to  be 
the  Creator,  Upholder,  and  Ruler  of  the  world,  and  that 
hold  themselves  obliged  in  conscience  to  live  peaceably 
and  justly  in  civil  society,  shall  in  no  wise  be  molested  or 
prejudiced  for  their  religious  persuasion  or  practice,  in  mat- 
ters of  faith  and  worship,  nor  shall  be  compelled  at  any 
time  to  fre(juent  or  maintain  any  religious  worship,  place, 
or  ministry  whatsoever.' 

"  This  hath  ever  been  understood  to  be  the  fundamental 
part  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Province,  from  its  first  set- 
tlement ;  and  that  it  was  not  limited  to  the  acts  of  publick 
worship  only,  in  the  manner  many,  for  want  of  full  consi- 
deration, would  now  interpret  it,  is  very  evident  from  the 
first  clause  of  our  present  Charter  of  Privileges,  viz  : 

"  '  Because  no  people  can  be  truly  happy,  though  undei- 
the  greatest  enjoyment  of  civil  liberties,  if  abridged  of  the 
freedom  of  their  consciences,  as  to  their  religious  profes- 
sion and  worship  ;  and  Almighty  God,  being  the  only  Lord 
of  conscience,  Father  of  Lights  and  Spirits,  and  the  author 
as  well  as  object  of  all  divine  knowledge,  faith,  and  wor- 
ship, who  only  doth  enlighten  the  minds  and  persuade  and 
convince  the  understandings  of  people;  1  do  hereby  grant 
and  declare,  that  no  i)erson  or  persons,  inhabiting  in  this 
Province  or  Territories,  who  shall  confess  and  acknowledge 
one  Almighty  God,  the  Creator,  Upholder,  and  Ruler  of 
the  world,  and  profess  him  or  themselves  obliged  to  live 
peaceably  under  the  civil  Government,  shall  be  in  any  case 
molested  or  prejudiced  in  his  or  their  person  or  estate,  be- 
cause of  his  or  their  persuasion  or  practice,  nor  be  com- 
pelled to  frequent  or  maintain  any  religious  worship,  place, 
or  ministry,  contrary  to  his  or  their  mind,  nor  to  do  or  suffer 
any  other  act  or  thing  contrary  to  their  religious  persuasion.' 

"This  Charter  was  received  by  the  Representatives  oi' 
the  people,  in  confirmation  of  their  rights  and  privileges, 
and  we  desire  may  ever  be  considered  and  regarded  as  the 
most  firm  com[)act  between  the  proprietaries  and  people  ol 
this  Province  ;  the  wisdom  manifested  therein  being  so  con- 
spicuous as  to  engage  the  attention  and  approbation  of  the 
most  judicious  and  knowing  men  of  our  own  and  other  na- 
tions, and  especially  in  the  great  care  taken  to  guard  against 
the  instability  of  future  human  counsels,  by  providing  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  in  the  last  paragraph  of  this  Char- 
ter, that  this  most  essential  liberty  and  privilege  should  be 
preserved  inviolate,  in  the  following  memorable  conclusion 
of  it,  viz; 

"  '  But  because  the  happiness  of  mankind  depends  bo 
much  on  enjoying  liberty  of  their  consciences,  as  aforesaui, 
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I  do  hereby  solemnly  declare,  promise,  and  grant,  for  me, 
mv  heirs  and  assigns,  that  the  first  article  of  this  Charter, 
relalin''  to  hberty  of  conscience,  and  evtry  part  and  clause 
therein,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof, 
shall  be  kept  and  remain,  without  any  alteration,  inviolable 
forever.  And  lastly,  I,  tlie  said  William  Fain,  proprietor 
and  Governour  of  the  Province  of  Ptnnsyhania  and  Ter- 
ritories thereunto  belonging,  for  myself,  my  heirs  and  as- 
si'^ns,  have  solemnly  declared,  granted,  and  confirmed,  and 
do  hereby  solemnly  declare,  grant,  and  confirm,  that  neither 
I,  my  lieirs  or  assigns,  shall  procure  or  do  any  thing  or  tilings 
whereby  the  liberties  in  this  Charter  contained  and  ex- 
pressed, nor  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  infringed  or  broken  ; 
and  if  any  thing  shall  be  procured  or  done,  by  any  person 
or  persons,  contrary  to  these  presents,  it  shall  be  of  no  force 
or  effect.' 

"  On  these  principles  this  Province  was  first  settled,  and 
the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence  signally  attending  the 
pious  care  of  those  intrusted  with  the  poweis  of  Govern- 
ment, soon  became  populous,  and  truth,  equity,  and  mercy, 
directing  their  councils,  they  gave  proof  of  their  desire 
that  the  blessings  they  enjoyed  should  be  diffused  to  others, 
which  encouraged  great  numbers  to  remove  hither  and  set- 
tle among  them.  We  cannot  therefore  but  sorrowfully 
lament,  that  any  should  now  forget  the  equity  and  justice 
of  their  laws  and  Government,  and,  by  preferring  their  own 
schemes,  overlook  the  importance  of  inviolably  maintain- 
ing and  supporting  these  principles. 

"  We  have  a  ju?t  sense  of  the  value  of  our  religious  and 
civil  liberties,  and  have  ever  been  and  are  desirous  of  pre- 
serving them  by  all  such  measures  as  are  not  inconsistent 
with  our  Christian  profession  and  principles;  and  though 
we  believe  it  to  be  our  duty  to  submit  to  the  powers  w  hich, 
in  the  course  of  Divine  Providence,  are  set  over  us,  where 
there  hath  been,  or  is  any  oppression,  or  cause  of  suffer- 
ing, we  are  engaged  with  Christian  meekness  and  firmness 
to  petition  and  remon-trate  against  them,  and  to  endeavour 
by  just  reasoning  and  arguments  to  assert  our  rights  and 
privileges,  in  order  to  obtain  relief. 

"  We  therefore  earnestly  entreat  you  carefully  to  guard 
against  any  proposal  or  attempt  to  deprive  us  and  others 
of  tlie  full  enjoyment  of  hberty  of  conscience,  and  that  the 
solemn  assurance  given  us  in  the  Charter,  that  we  shall 
not  be  obliged  '  to  do  or  suffer  any  act  or  thing  contrary  to 
our  religious  persuasion,'  may  not  be  infringed.  The  power 
of  judging  respecting  our  sincerity  belongeth  only  to  the 
Lord  of  our  consciences  ;  and  we  hope,  in  a  Province  here- 
tofore remarkable  for  the  preservation  of  relinious  and  civil 
liberty,  tlie  Representatives  of  the  people  will  still  be  con- 
scientiously careful  that  it  may  remain  inviolate. 

"  We  fervently  desire  the  most  conciliatory  measures  for 
removing  the  impending  calamities,  and  for  restoring  peace 
to  the  Colonies  in  general,  may  be  pursued,  and  that  all 
such  may  be  avoided  as  are  likely  to  widen  or  perpetuate 
the  breach  with  our  l-*arent  State,  or  lend  to  introduce  per- 
secution and  suffering  among  us. 

"  We  are  not  insensible  of  the  diflieulties  and  trials  which 
attend  your  station  in  this  time  of  publick  calamity,  and 
are  desirous  that  divine  wisdom  may  infiuence  your  minds 
and  guide  your  counsels,  so  that  your  determinations  may 
tend  to  the  honour  of  God,  the  promotion  of  peace,  and 
the  happiness  of  the  peo|)le. 

"  Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  a  Meeting  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  said  people,  held  at  Philadclplun,  the 
■^Glh  day  of  tlie  tenth  monih,  177.5,  by 

"John  Pembehton,  Clerk.' 

Ordircd,  That  the  foregoing  Address  be  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  House,  pursuant  to  the  Oriler  ofilie  forenoon,  taking 
into  consideration  the  report  of  their  Conimiitee  on  the 
Memorial  of  the  Northumberland  and  Xort/inmpton  Com- 
mittee, together  with  certain  Resolutions  of  former  House 
of  Assembly,  passed  on  the  1.3th  of  January,  1771,  con- 
cerning certain  intruders  from  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
"  who,  in  a  riotous  and  tumultuous  manner,  have  taken 
possession  of  a  tract  of  counliy  within  the  known  limits 


and  boundaries  of  this  Pr 


retaui  tlieir  posses- 


sion in  an  hostile  manner,   to   the  great  disturbance  of  tii 
peace  of  the  same,  confederating,' in  defiance  of  the  lav 


and  executive  powers  of  this  Government,  with  a  number 
of  ill-disposed  persons,  and  affording  protection  to  offenders 
of  the  most  atrocious  kind.  Whereupon,  the  said  House  re- 
solved, that  they  would  concur  with  the  Governour  in  every 
reasonable  measure,  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  Government 
in  preserving  the  peace  and  suppressing  all  riots,  tumults, 
and  illegal  attempts  to  disturb  the  inhabitants  of  this  Pro- 
vince in  their  peaceable  possessions."  And  whereas  it 
appears  that  the  said  Connecticut  intruders,  in  contempt  of 
the  authority  of  this  Province,  and  to  the  great  annoyance 
of  its  peaceable  inhabitants,  do  still  continue  their  intru- 
sions and  invasions  of  private  property,  and  particulaily  in 
the  latter  end  of  SepltmUr  last,  legardless  of  the  publick 
union,  and  taking  an  ungenerous  advantage  of  the  calami- 
ties of  the  limes,  did  attempt  to  extend  their  settlements 
to  the  west  branch  of  Susquehannah,  near  fifty  miles  from 
tVyoming ;  wherefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  inliabitants  of  the  County  of  Xorth- 
umberland,  settled  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Province, 
were  justifiable,  and  did  their  duty  in  repelling  the  said  in- 
truders, and  preventing  the  further  extension  of  their  settle- 
ments. 

And  whereas  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Counties  of  AortA- 
ampton  and  Northumberland  is  extended  by  acts  of  Assem- 
bly to  the  north  bounds  of  this  Province,  and  the  matter 
in  controversy  between  Connecticxtt  and  this  Province  is 
submitted  to  the  determination  of  the  King  in  Council ; 
wherefore. 

Resolved,  That  to  admit  or  agree  to  any  temporary  line 
of  jurisdiction  between  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  and 
the  said  intruders,  would  be  sacrificing  the  just  rights  and 
powers  of  this  Government,  would  prejudice  the  cause  in 
question,  and  be  injurious  not  only  to  the  proprietaries  of 
this  Province,  who  have  already  refused  to  agree  to  any 
such  temporary  line,  but  likewise  to  all  those  who  have 
purchased  and  hold  lands  in  these  parts,  under  the  faith  and 
sanction  of  our  laws. 

Resolved,  That  those  Connecticut  intruders  having,  in  a 
forcible  and  hostile  manner,  obtained  their  possessions  in 
this  Province,  ought,  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace 
thereof,  to  surrender  up  those  possessions,  and  wait  for  a 
proper  and  legal  decision  of  their  claim. 

Resolved,  nevertheless,  That  this  House  will  acquiesce 
in  any  plan  that  shall  be  recommended  by  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  late 
House,  whereby  those  intruders  may  be  permitted  to  en- 
joy their  present  settlement  till  a  determination  of  the  con- 
troversy by  the  King  in  Council ;  provided  assurance  be 
given  that  they  will  abide  by  that  determination,  and  in 
the  mean  lime  introduce  no  more  settlers  upon  the  contro- 
verted lands,  and  submit  to  the  laws  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  if  sucli  an  agreement  cannot  be  ob- 
tained, this  House  will  concur  with  the  Governour  in  every 
reasonable  measure  for  protecting  and  sup|)orting  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  Counties  of  Northampton  and  North- 
umberland in  the  defence  of  their  property  and  just  rights. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Officers  of  the  Military  Associa- 
tion within  the  County  of  Chester  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  setting  forth,  that  the  Memorialists  have 
been  induced,  from  motives  of  humanity  as  well  as  self- 
preservation,  to  enter  into  and  form  an  Association  for  mu- 
tual defence;  and,  in  their  endeavours  to  carry  the  same 
into  effect,  they  have  found  it  indispensably  necessary  from 
time  to  time  to  advance  money  for  liie  payment  of  Fugle- 
men, Adjutants,  Drummers,  and  Filers,  as  well  as  drums, 
colours,  Sic.  ;  that  these  efforts  of  the  Memorialists  (not- 
withstanding numberless  attempts  to  render  them  abortive) 
have  been  attended  with  very  considei'able  effects,  there 
being  now  within  the  said  County  five  Battalions  regu- 
larly formed,  and  so  well  disciplined,  for  the  lime  they  have 
been  established,  that  they  may  be  of  singular  service  in 
siip|)ort  of  the  ^reat  and  common  cause  oi  America,  if  put 
under  proper  regulations;  that  the  Memorialists,  being 
called  to  the  station  they  now  hold  by  the  free  suffrages 
of  the  people,  they  were  induced  to  incur  the  expenses 
above  mentioned  by  no  other  motive  than  a  desire  to  pro- 
mote, to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  the  publick  security 
and  welfare:  and  as  the  honourable  House,  by  their  vote  of 
the  3l)th  oi  June  last,  was  pleased  to  approve  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, tiiey  rely  with  a  respectful  confidence  in  the  jus- 
tice  and  impartiality  of  the  present  Assembly,  that  they 
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will  not  suffer  a  few  individuals  to  remnin  any  longer  bur- 
dened wiih  tiie  charge  of  measures  which  were  designed 
for,  and  really  tend  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  community  ; 
that  tlie  Memorialists  therefore  pray  the  House  will  be 
pleased  to  make  such  provision,  in  the  premises,  as  in  their 
wisdom  shall  seem  proper ;  and  beg  leave  to  present  here- 
with an  exact  account  of  their  expenses  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  omitting  many  others  (although  vastly  superior 
to  those  exhibited)  which  they  have  been  necessitated  to 
incur;  that  the  Memorialists  also  beg  leave  to  inform  the 
House,  tliat  it  will  be  necessary  to  retain  in  pay  one  Drum- 
mer and  one  Fifer  for  each  Coinjiany,  and  an  Adjutant 
and  a  Fugleman  for  each  Battalion,  whose  pay  the  Me- 
morialists would  wish  the  House  to  regulate. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  Captain  Benjamin  Loxly,  of  the  City 
o^  Philadelphia,  Storekeeper  of  Artillery,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth,  that  by  the  direction 
of  several  members  of  the  honourable  House,  and  at  the 
request  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of 
Philadelphia,  the  Petitioner  hath  provided  divers  carria- 
ges for  the  ordnance,  and  stores  of  various  kinds,  whereby 
a  balance  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-three  Pounds  seven 
Shillings  is  now  due  to  him,  which  he  prays  the  House 
will  order  to  be  paid. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

SLiturday,  Octobur  iy,  177.">. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  taking 
into  their  further  consideration  the  Resolve  of  Congress 
for  raising  a  Battalion  in  this  Province,  find  it  necessary 
that  money  should  be  advanced  to  the  several  Captains, 
for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  Congress  be  requested  to 
order  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Province,  to  be  imme- 
diately applied  in  raising  the  said  Battalion. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock, 
P.  M.  _ 

Mon.lay,  OcIu'at  3l(,  177:i. 

The  House  met  lunsuant  to  adjournment. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  the  Freeholders 
and  other  Inhabitants  qualified  to  elect  Membeis  of  Assem- 
bly be  admitted  to  hear  the  debates  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-nioriow  ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
in  the  consideration  thereof,  the  question  being  called  for, 
and  put  by  the  Speaker,  it  passed  in  the  negative: 

Yens.  Yeas.  Yeas. 

Mr.  Park.-r,  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  K-ichlcin, 
Morris,                         Ewing,  T:iylor, 

Grubb,  Montfjriincry,  Doiigliorty. 

Nays.  Nai/s.  Nays. 

Mr.  Hillegas,  Mr.  Wyiikuoi.,  ]\Ir.  Gibbous, 
Gra}-,                           Foiilki',  P/arson, 

flumphreys. 


Miles', 

•I' 

Rodman, 

B. 

Har.c.y 

Je 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  OcIoIjlt  31,  177j. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Pennock  and  Mr.  Allen,  this  day  appearing  in  the 
House,  were  qualified  as  usual,  and  took  their  seats  ac- 
cordingly. 

A  Petition  and   Remonstrance   from  the  Comniiltce  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
follows  in  these  words,  viz : 
"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 

of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in.  General  Assnit- 

hly  met  : 
•'  The  Petition  and  Remonstrance  of  the  Committee  of  the 

City  and   Liberties   of  Philadelphia,   7nost   humbly 

sheweth : 

"  That  your  Petitioners  have  seen  the  copy  of  an  address 
to  your  honourable  House,  intituled  '  An  Address  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,'  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
Petitioners,  bears  an  aspect  unfriendly  to  the  liberties  of 


America,  znd  maintains  principles  destructive  of  all  society 
and  government,  and  highly  reflecting  upon  the  glorious 
Revolution  which  placed  the  present  royal  family  upon 
the  British  throne.  Though  we  are  firmly  persuaded  that 
a  majority  of  that  society  have  too  much  sincerity,  can- 
dour, and  good  sense,  to  be  influenced  by  such  principles, 
yet  our  duty  to  ourselves,  to  our  Country,  and  to  our  pos- 
terity, at  this  alarming  crisis,  when  every  thing  dear  and 
valuable  is  at  stake,  constrains  us  to  use  our  utmost  endea- 
vours to  prevent  the  fatal  consequences  that  might  attend 
your  compliance  with  the  above  application.  These  gen- 
tlemen want  to  withdraw  their  persons  and  their  fortunes 
from  the  service  of  their  Country,  at  a  time  when  their 
Country  stands  most  in  need  of  them. 

"  If  the  patrons  and  friends  of  liberty  succeed  in  the 
present  glorious  struggle,  they  and  their  posterity  will  enjoy 
all  the  advantages  derived  from  it,  equally  with  those  who 
procured  them,  without  contributing  a  single  penny,  and 
with  safety  to  their  persons.  If  the  friends  of  liberty  fail, 
they  will  risk  no  forfeitures,  but  be  entitled,  by  their  be- 
haviour, to  protection  and  countenance  from  tlie  British 
Ministry,  and  will  probably  be  promoted  to  oflice.  This 
they  seem  to  desire  and  expect. 

"  Though  such  conduct  manifestly  tends  to  defeat  the 
virtuous  and  wise  measures  planned  by  the  Congress  of  the 
thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  a])pears,  at  the  first  blush,  to 
be  selfish,  ungenerous,  and  unjust,  yet  we  beg  leave  to 
animadvert  upon  the  arguments  they  have  used  to  induce 
the  honourable  House  to  favour  and  support  it. 

'•The  addresseis  say,  'They  are  of  a  religious  society 
who,  for  above  an  hundred  years  past,  have  declared  to  the 
world  that  they  could  not,  for  conscience  sake,  bear  arms, 
nor  be  concerned  in  warlike  preparations,  either  by  per- 
sonal service,  or  by  paying  any  fines,  penalties,  or  assess- 
ments, imposed  in  consideration  of  their  exemption  from 
such  services.'  That  these  principles  are  founded  'on  the 
example  and  express  injunction  of  Christ,  our  Lord  and 
Lawgiver.'  That  '  although  they  were  assured  that  our 
honourable  proprietor,  l\  illiam  Penn,  was  united  with  them 
in  religious  profession  and  principles,'  yet  their  ancestors 
obtained  from  him  a  charter,  by  which  the  enjoyment  of 
these  principles  is  secured  inviolate  forever;  and  that  they 
hold  the  doctrine  of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance. 

"  Your  Petitioners  will  not  undertake  to  say  how  long 
this  society  have  held  such  principles,  but  tiiey  do  posi- 
tively say,  that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ment must  be  wrested  and  tortured  with  more  than  Jesu- 
itical art,  to  furnish  a  single  argument  to  support  them. 
They  also  deny  that  the  clause  in  the  Proprietary  Charter, 
which  they  cite,  is  by  them  truly  construed  ;  and  humbly 
conceive  this  will  be  evident,  not  only  by  a  due  attention 
to  the  words  themselves,  and  a  consideration  of  the  Royal 
Charter  granted  to  the  said  fVillinm  Penn,  but  also  from 
the  Act  of  Assembly  intituled  '  The  Law  concerning  Li- 
berty of  Conscience.' 

"If  the  people  called  Quakers  held  these  principles 
'upwards  of  an  hundred  years  ago,'  and  the  first  proprie- 
tor of  this  Province,  the  Honouiable  fVilUam  Penn,  Esq., 
was  united  with  them  in  religious  profession  and  principles, 
which  they  ex)iressly  allege,  it  is  very  unaccountable  to 
your  Petitioners  that  the  said  William  Penn  should  receive 
a  Cliaiter  fiom  King  Charles  W,  in  the  year  1681,  in  the 
sixteenth  section  of  which  we  find  'a  power  given  to  him, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  by  themselves  or  their  Captains  or 
other  their  officers,  to  levy,  muster,  and  train  all  sorts  of 
men,  of  what  condition  soever,  or  wheresoever  born,  in  the 
Province  for  the  time  being,  and  to  make  war,  and  to  pur- 
sue enemies  and  robbers,  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land,  even 
without  the  limits  of  this  Province,  and,  by  God^s  assist- 
ance, to  vanquish  and  take  them,  and,  being  taken,  to  put 
them  to  death  by  the  laws  of  war,  or  to  save  them,  at 
their  pleasure  ;  and  to  do  all  and  every  other  thing  which 
inito  the  charge  and  office  of  a  Captain-General  of  an 
army  belongeth,  or  hath  accu5tomed  to  belong,  as  fully  and 
freely  as  any  Captain-General  of  an  army  hath  ever  had 
the  same.' 

"  If,  also,  none  but  Quakers  came  over  at  first  to  this 
Province,  with  the  said  proprietor,  and  the  Colony  was 
intended  for  them,  as  the  addressers  seem  to  intimate,  your 
Petitioners  cannot  conceive  that  any  other  persons  could 
be  made  Captains  or  officers,  or  could  be  levied,  mustered. 
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or  trained,  at  that  tiino,  but  themselves.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
your  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  deliver,  as  their  humble  opin- 
ion, that  self-preservation  is  the  first  principle  ot  nature, 
and  a  duty  that  every  man  indispensably  owes,  not  only  to 
iiimself,  but  to  the  supreme  Director  and  Governour  of  the 
universe,  who  gave  him  a  being  ;  and  that,  in  a  state  of 
political  society  and  government,  all  men,  by  their  original 
compact  and  agreement,  are  obliged  to  unite  in  defending 
themselves  and  those  of  the  same  community  against  such 
as  shall  attempt  unlawfully  to  deprive  them  of  their  just 
rights  and  liberties;  that  those  who  withdraw  themselves 
from  this  compact  cannot  be  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  society;  that  the  safety  of  the  pco|)le  is  the  supreme 
law;  that  he  who  receives  an  equal  benefit  ought  to  bear 
an  equal  burden  ;  that  the  doctrine  of  passive  obedience 
and  non-resistance  is  incompatible  with  our  freedom  and 
happiness,  and  stands  condemned  by  the  conduct  of  the 
"real  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  first  assisted  the  Scotch,  and 
Then  the  French,  and  to  the  end  of  her  days  continued  to 
protect  the  States  who  not  only  resisted,  but  shook  oft' the 
Spanish  yoke,  and  set  up  a  new  form  of  Government — by 
the  conduct  of  her  Parliaments  and  convocations,  who  gave 
her  subsidies  for  those  purposes — by  King  James  I,  his 
whole  reign — by  King  Charles  I,  who,  in  the  beginning  of 
his  reign,  protected  the  Rochcllers,  had  supplies  from  the 
Parliament  for  that  purpose,  and  ordered  a  fast  and  prayers 
to  be  made  for  them — and  by  the  glorious  Revolution, 
under  which  the  said  society  of  Quakers,  as  well  as  others, 
enjoy  their  present  religious  and  civil  rights ;  that  it  is  also 
against  the  laws  of  England,  and  is  reprobated  by  two 
solemn  decisions  in  the  House  of  Lords — the  first  against 
Dr.  Mnnwaring,  in  16-23,  and  the  other  against  Dr.  Sa- 
chtcill,  in  1710,  after  the  most  solemn  ami  fair  trials — and 
in  a  late  instance  by  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  case 
of  Dr.  xVoice//— and,  also,  by  the  repeated  acts  of  the 
Assembly  of  this  Province. 

"  And  your  Petitioners  cannot  avoid  thinking,  that  even 
the  addressers  of  your  Honours,  though  at  a  distance  and 
in  casuistical  reasoning  they  may  affect  to  exclude  all  re- 
sistance, would  yet  hearken  to  the  voice  of  nature,  when 
evident  ruin,  both  to  themselves  and  iho  publick,  must 
attend  a  strict  adherence  to  such  principles,  if  there  were 
no  other  persons  in  the  community  to  defend  them. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  your  Petitioners  rest  assured  you 
will  exert  every  power  you  are  possessed  of,  for  the  secu- 
rity and  happiness  of  tlie  good  people  of  this  Province, 
and  that  you  will  do  equal  justice  to  all  your  constituents; 
and  ilierefore  they  again  repeat  their  recpiest,  that  you  will 
not,  at  a  time  when  the  united  strengtii  o(  North-America, 
and  the  aid  of  every  individual,  is  wanted  to  preserve  our 
common  rights,  exempt  many  of  the  wealthiest  among  us 
from  co-operating  with  their  countrymen,  in  some  way  or 
other,  for  their  common  safety. 

"  And  your  Petitioners  will  pray,  &c. 

"  Signed  by  an  unanimous  order  of  the  Committee  : 
"  GuoROE  Ci.YMKK,  Chairman." 

A  Memorial  from  the  Officers  of  the  Military  Association 
of  the  City  and   Liberties  of  Fhilatlelphia  was   presented 
to  the  House,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 
<■  7'/  tlir   Uononrahh:   Reprcscii/alirLS  a/'  the  Freemen  of 

the   I'rovinrc  o/  Pkn.n'svi.v  vm  \,   la  Ceneral  A^semhirj 

met: 
"  The  Memorial  of  the  Ojf, 

lion  of  the  City  and  Liit 

hlij  she  wet h: 

"  That  your  Memorialist: 
ropy  of  an  address,  said  to 
Quakers,  containing  matter  of  so 

opposition  now  so  universally  gone  into  against  ministerial 
oppression,  that  your  nicraorialisis  cannot  pass  it  by  with 
silence,  though  they  apprehend  that  the  contents  of  it  can- 
not make  the  intended  im|n'ession  on  the  minds  of  men  so 
enlightened  as  the  Representatives  of  this  Province.  But 
as  we  know,  by  fatal  experience,  that  papers  of  a  publick 
nature,  coming  from  a  body  of  men  sup|)osed  by  the  Min- 
istry to  have  very  general  influence  in  tlie  Province,  have 
contributed  to  draw  upon  us  our  present  calamities,  we  are 
constrained  to  remonstrate  a;;ainst  the  address  ;  and  this 
with  a  view  not  only  of  expressing  our  abhorrence  of  the 
doctrines  contained  in  it,  but  of  justifying  ourselves  from 


of 

■  "f 

the 
I'll 

Mill  la  n/  .1 

.i  I'u 

•Wi- 

ve 

beoi 

,    favonre.l 

will 

ll   a 

hat 

of 

the  i-eople 

cal 

lleil 

1  m 

inch 

importance 

to 

the 

the  groundless  aspersions  thrown  on  us  among  the  other 
bodies  of  freemen,  who,  out  of  zeal  for  the  publick  service, 
have  presented  petitions  and  memorials  to  your  honourable 
House. 

"  We  cannot  but  see  with  astonishment  the  antiquated 
and  absurd  doctrine  of  passive  obedience  held  up  in  this 
age  of  science,  and  that  before  the  representative  body  of 
this  Province,  whose  existence  as  a  constitutional  House 
of  Assembly  dejiends  on  the  contrary  to  this  slavish  opin- 
ion. We  do,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  j)rotest  that  we 
mean  not  to  violate  the  rights  of  conscience,  as  we  are  un- 
justly charged  ;  but  cannot,  from  all  the  lights  we  are  pos- 
sessed of,  discover  that,  under  the  idea  of  conscientious 
scruples,  opinions  should  be  promulgated,  subversive  of 
every  political  principle  of  that  glorious  Constitution,  to 
defend  which  we  have  put  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  the 
hazard,  and  tending  to  throw  a  damp  ujion  the  plan  of 
opposition  which  alone,  under  6'c/(/,  can  save  from  destruc- 
tion this  devoted  Country. 

"  We  cannot  alter  the  o]iinion  we  have  ever  held  with 
regard  to  those  parts  of  the  Charter  quoted  by  the  address- 
ers, that  they  relate  only  to  an  exemption  from  any  acts 
of  uniformity  in  worsliip,  and  from  paying  towards  the 
support  of  other  religious  establishments  than  those  to  wiiich 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  respectively  belong.  We 
know  of  no  distinctions  of  sects,  when  we  meet  our  fellow- 
citizens  on  matters  of  publick  concern  ;  and  ask  those  con- 
scientiously scrupulous  against  bearing  arms  to  contribute 
towards  the  expense  of  our  opposition,  not  because  of  their 
'  religious  persuasion,  but  because  the  general  defence  of 
the  Piovince  demands  it.  Therefore,  that  part  of  the  Char- 
ter which  relates  to  people  not  being  '  molested  or  preju- 
diced in  their  person  or  estate,  on  account  '  of  their  con- 
scientious persuasion  or  practice,'  is  totally  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  has  been  held  up  with  a  view  to  alarm  the  House 
with  groundless  apprehensions. 

"  We  beg  leave  to  remind  the  honourable  House  of  the 
constant  usage  of  the  Province,  and  that,  in  all  the  wars 
we  have  been  engaged  in,  no  exemption  from  fines  and 
taxation  has  been  made  in  favour  of  any  set  of  people  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  laws  and  ordinances  have  repeatedly 
been  made  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  laying  general  im- 
posts on  the  inliabilants  of  the  Province,  of  all  sects  and 
societies. 

"  ^Ve  are,  however,  of  opinion  that  speculative  disputes 
should  not  now  be  gone  into.  The  enemy  are  desolating 
our  Country,  and  danger  daily  awaits  us.  Our  situation, 
therefore,  furnishes  us  with  arguments,  drawn  from  the 
laws  of  nature  and  reason,  which  transcend  all  local  esta- 
blishments. From  these  laws,  and  the  general  ])rinci|)les 
of  civil  society,  it  is  undoubtedly  certain  that  all  persons 
who  enjoy  the  benefits  should  also  bear  their  [)roportion  of 
tiie  burdens  of  the  state.  We  cannot  conceive  it  to  be 
consistent  with  a  reasonable  conscience  to  acquire  and  en- 
gross considerable  property,  in  any  country,  and  not  part 
with  some  of  it  to  defend  the  rest.  We  fuither  think,  that 
those  who  apply  taxes,  and  not  those  whom  the  exigencies 
of  the  state  and  the  weiglit  of  a  majority  oblige  to  |)ay 
them,  are  answerable  for  the  consetpiences  of  such  appli- 
cation. We  conscientiously  believe  that  no  member  of 
society  should  be  exempted  from  jjaying  a  reasonable  pro- 
portion of  his  property  towards  the  general  defence,  though 
lie  may  be  exem|)ted  from  actually  bearing  arms;  and  in 
such  case,  by  paying  a  fine  for  such  exemption,  he  is  in  a 
better  situation  than  one  who  risks  his  life  in  the  service. 
And  if  the  wealthy  members  of  the  society  of  Quakers  are 
permitted  to  withhold  their  proportion,  it  will  in  some  de- 
gree be  an  invasion  of  our  liberty  of  conscience,  by  denying 
us  th<^  means  of  so  clii'Cluully  iiiakini,'  a  warlike  opposition 
aijainsi  our  oppressor^,  which  cannot  be  done  without 
money. 

"  \V'c  know  not  what  'schemes'  the  addressers  allude 
to;  for  our  |)art?,  we  have  none,  but  to  defend  our  lives, 
liberties,  ami  property,  and  by  every  lawful  and  reasonable 
mode  to  obtain  an  e(|ual  and  general  contribution  for  this 
purpose,  from  all  ranks  of  people. 

"  We  pray  the  House  to  recollect  the  mischievous  con- 
sequences which  have  arisen  from  a  former  production,  said 
to  come  from  the  whole  body  of  the  people  called  Qua- 
kers ;  but  which,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe,  like  that 
now  before   vour  honourable   House,  flowed   from  a  lew 
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individuals,  who  assumed  to  themselves  the  pierogaiive  of 
speaking  tiie  sentiments  of  the  whole  society;  and  that 
your  honourable  House  will  reject  from  their  minutes  their 
present  address,  which  tends  to  show^  a  disunion  among  us, 
and  therefore  may  be  of  fatal  consecjuences  to  ouj-  cause. 

"  And,  as  we  fear  the  people  will  not  longer  submit  to 
see  the  publick  burden  so  unequally  borne,  we  earnestly 
beg,  to  preserve  tiie  peace  of  the  Province,  and  the  conse- 
quence of  your  honourable  House,  (which  we  would  wish 
to  govern  us  in  this  important  struggle,  in  preference  to  any 
other  body,)  you  will  be  ])leased  to  lake  into  }our  con- 
sideration our  former  memorials  relative  to  the  Association, 
which  we  engaged  in  from  the  best  of  motives,  and  which 
has  been  solemnly  appioved  of  by  a  vote  of  your  honoLir- 
ahle  predecessors. 

"  13y  order  of  a  Board  of  Officers  : 

"  Daniel  Robekdeat,  Clutiidian. 

'•Puiluk-lpliii,  October  31,  177o." 

A  Representation  from  the  Committee  of  Privates  of 
the  Association  belonging  to  the  City  ol'  Fhiladeluhia  and 
its  Disiricts,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  follows  in 
these  words,  viz : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Rcpresciitalivcs  of  the  Freemen 
of  the  Province  of  Pen.nsvlvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met. 
"  JVe,   the  Committee  of  the  Privates  of  the  Association 
belonging  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  its  Dis- 
tricts, humbly  beg  leave  to  represent : 
"That  it  is  with  no  small  degree  of  reluctance  that  we 
are  obliged  either  to  approach  this  honourable  House  with 
this  our  representation,  or  by  our  silence  in  some  mea- 
sure to  acknowledge  the  claims  and  admit  the  charge  of 
those  men   who,  in  their  late  address  to  this  honourable 
House,  style  themselves  the  people  calleil  Quakers,  a  copy 
of  which  we  have  seen. 

"  In  this  extraordinary  adilress  we  find  ourselves  and 
others  represented  as  men  who  endeavour  to  induce  this 
honourable  House  to  enter  into  measures  manifestly  repug- 
nant to  the  laws  and  Charter  of  this  Province,  and  which, 
if  enforced,  must  subvert  that  most  essential  of  all  privi- 
leges, liberty  of  conscience  ;  which  they  apprehend  will 
not  only  increase  the  publick  distresses,  but  occasion  the 
grievous  sufferings  of  many  conscientious  people,  of  divers 
religious  denominations  ;  and  also  as  persons  who  '  now 
forget  the  equity  and  justice  of  their  laws  and  Government 
of  this  once  peaceful  Province,  and,  by  preferring  our  own 
schemes,  overlook  the  importance  of  inviolably  iiraintain- 
ing  and  supporting  the  princii)les  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty.' 

••  We  beg  leave  to  assure  this  honourable  House,  tliat 
we  are  far  from  wishing  to  do  any  thing  which  would  have 
the  remotest  tendency  to  increase  the  publick  distresses, 
or  to  occasion  the  grievous  sufferings  ol  any  conscientious 
people,  of  any  denomination  whatever,  and  are  utterly  at 
a  loss  to  comprehend  how  the  prayer  of  our  petition  could 
interfere  with  the  consciences  of  religious  men. 

"  In  our  petition  we  prayed  the  honourable  House,  in 
their  wisdom,  to  recommend  to  their  constituents  some 
general  plan  of  a  militia  law,  which  should  equally  extend 
to  all  the  good  peojile  of  this  Province  ;  and  that  any  in- 
dulgence whicli  might  be  thought  necessary  to  be  gianted 
by  the  honourable  House,  to  any  of  the  freemen  of  the 
Province,  might  be  equally  open  to  all,  and  granted  u|ion 
such  terms  as  this  honourable  House  might  think  adequate 
to  the  many  dilFiculi  and  dangerous  services  of  those  who 
were  willing  to  hazard  their  lives  and  forumes  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  Country. 

"  How  this  prayer,  founded  on  the  most  certain  and 
evident  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  could  be  constiued 
into  an  endeavour  to  induce  this  honourable  House  to  enter 
into  measures  manifestly  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  Char- 
ter of  this  Province,  and  which,  if  enforced,  must  subvert 
that  most  essential  of  all  privileges,  liberty  of  conscience, 
surpasses  all  the  ideas  we  had  ever  formed  of  the  power 
of  religious  prejudices. 

"That  religion  which  teaches  to  deny  the  demand  of 
justice  and  equity,  cannot  be  oi'CioJ;  nor  will  the  con- 
science which  is  influenced  thereby  meet  with  his  appro- 
bation. Those  who  believe  the  Scriptures  must  acknow- 
ledge that  civil  Government  is  of  di\ine  institution,  and 


the  support  of  it  enjoined  to  Christians;  and  it  is  not  con- 
sonant to  the  divine  wisdom  to  enjoin  and  forbid  the  satne 
thing  at  the  same  time.  As  your  addressers  have  not 
pointed  cut  any  law  of  the  Province  to  which  the  pr-ayer 
of  your  Petitioners  is  so  manifestly  repugnant,  we  beg  to 
be  indulged  with  the  liberty  of  doubting  the  existence  of 
any  such  ;  aird  as  to  the  thirly-lifth  section  of  laws  agreed 
upon  in  England  the  fifth  day  of  the  third  month,  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-two,  we  would  pass  it 
over  as  a  section  whicli  we  apprehend  none  but  your  ad- 
dressers would  apply  to  the  present  purpose. 

"With  regard  to  arguments  drawn  from  our  Charter, 
we  would  observe,  that  the  great  law  of  self-preservation 
is  equally  biiuling  w^ith  the  letter  of  written  Chaiters  ;  nor 
can  it  be  supposed  that  a  people  will  be  reasoned  out  of 
their  liberty,  and  every  thing  they  hold  dear,  by  an  over- 
nice  scanning  of  them. 

"  iXevertheless,  with  regard  to  that  clause  of  the  Char- 
ter of  Privileges  on  which  they  ultimately  found  their  claim 
to  a  total  exemption  from  contributing  their  just  proportion 
towards  the  publick  expense  incurred  in  defence  of  our 
privileges,  we  would,  w'ah  all  due  submission  and  defer- 
ence, represent  to  this  honourable  House,  that  the  honour- 
able and  worthy  proprietor,  IViUiam  Penn,  had  no  right, 
power,  or  authority,  to  grant  privileges  further  than  was 
granted  to  him  by  the  Royal  Charter,  and  that  the  royal 
prerogative  of  the  King  o(  Great  Britain  does  not  com- 
prehend any  right  or  authority  in  the  Croun  to  grant  any 
exemption  fron)  supporting  the  Constitution  and  Govern- 
ment to  any  man  or  set  of  men,  on  any  pretence  whatever. 
This  is  a  power  unknown  to  the  Crown,  ami  therefore 
could  never  be  granted  by  the  King  to  the  worthy  propri- 
etor who  gi-anted  the  Cliarter  of  Privileges. 

"  Liberty  of  conscience  is  so  sacred  a  thing  that  it  ouoht 
ever  to  be  preserved  inviolate,  and  we  will  always  rejoice 
to  see  any  body  of  men  assert  their  right  to  it.  But  vvhen, 
under  pretence  of  this  liberty,  the  very  existence  of  civil 
Government  is  struck  at,  we  beg  leave  to  repi-esent,  that 
either  the  liberty  claimed  must  be  given  up,  or  the  Gov- 
ernment dissolved  ;  and  this  we  apprehend  to  be  the  case 
when  any  of  the  members  of  a  community,  from  a  claim  oi 
religious  liberty,  refuse  to  support  the  society  to  whicii 
they  belong,  and  under  which  they  claim  this  very  privi- 
lege. 

"That  the  clause  which  they  quote  never  did  nor  could 
extend  to  such  exemptions,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  is 
plain  from  itself,  because  the  iiersons  who  have  a  riuht  to 
claim  the  liberty  granted  therein,  are  by  that  very  clause 
made  to  'profess  themselves  obliged  to  live  quietly  inider 
the  civil  Government,'  whicli  cannot  possibly  be  wlien 
they  refuse  to  support  the  measures  often  necessary  to  its 
very  existence. 

"  Moreover,  it  is  plain  that  the  worthy  propiietor  who 
granted  this  Charter  never  meant  nor  intended  any  such 
thing  by  the  liberty  of  conscience  therein  mentioned,  inas- 
much as  it  would  have  been  contrary  to  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tion of  the  Royal  Charter  gi-anted  by  the  King,  and  accept- 
ed by  the  proprietor,  who,  as  they  inform  this  honourable 
House  in  their  address,  was  united  with  them  in  religious 
profession  and  principle,  which  is  as  follows:  -And  be- 
cause in  so  i-emote  a  Comiiry,  and  situate  near  manv 
barbai-ous  nations,  the  incm'sions,  as  well  of  the  savages 
themselves  as  of  other  enemies,  pirates,  and  robbers,  uiav 
probably  be  feaied  ;  therefore  we  have  given,  and  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  successois,  do  give  power-  by  these  presents 
to  the  said  lVillia,n  Penn,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  by  them- 
selves or  tlieir  Captains,  or  other  their  oiiicers,  to  levy, 
muster,  and  train  all  sorts  of  men,  of  what  condition  soever, 
or  wheresoever  born,  in  the  said  Province  of  Pennsylrn- 
nia  for  the  time  being,  and  to  make  w-ar,  and  to  pursue 
the  enemies  and  robbers  aforesaid,  as  well  by  sea  as  bv 
land,  even  without  the  limits  of  the  said  Province,  and,  bv 
God's  assistance,  to  vanquish  and  take  them,  and,  being 
taken,  to  |)ut  them  to  death,  by  the  law  of  war,  or  lo  sa\e 
them,  at  their  pleasure  ;  and  to  do  all  and  every  otliei' 
thing  which  unto  the  charge  and  oliice  of  a  Captain-Gen- 
eral of  an  army  belongeth,  or  hath  accustomed  to  belong, 
as  fully  and  freely  as  any  Captain-General  of  an  armv  hath 
ever  had  the  same.' 

"This  section  of  the  l-Joval  Charter.  to_'ether  with  liie 
clause  ill  the  Charter  of  Privileges   which  the  addresic;:- 
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liave  quoted,  show  evidently  lliat  the  proprietor,  JVilliam 
Penn,  never  intended  to  grant  an  exemption  from  paymg 
their  just  proportion  towards  the  support  of  any  power  ne- 
cessary for  the  good  government  of  the  Province,  whether 
civil  o'r  mihtaryrand  therefore  can,  witii  no  degree  of  de- 
cent modesty,  be  pleaded  in  the  present  or  any  other  case 
of  tlie  same  kind.  Besides,  it  is  well  known  that  no  such 
claim  of  exemption  from  contrihuting  llieir  just  proportion 
towards  the  support  of  any  civil  or  military  measure  enter- 
ed into  for  the  maintaining  of  the  Government  against  their 
external  or  internal  enemies,  has  ever  been  granted  the 
society,  on  account  of  any  such  scruple  of  conscience,  in 
any  part  of  the  British  Empire,  though,  as  the  addressers 
allege,  the  society  has  existed  for  upwards  of  an  hundred 
years,  during  which  period  it  has  been  obliged  to,  and  still 
does  pay  taxes,  levied  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
expenses  of  military  expeditions,  both  here  and  in  Eurojn ; 
nor  do  we  recollect  to  have  found  the  i)aymenl  of  such 
taxes  on  the  list  of  grievances  annually  made  out  by  the 
society,  though  they  didy  commemorate  those  to  which  the 
clause  in  the  Charter  of  Privileges  is  evidently  directed. 

"  Thus  their  own  practice  becomes  a  strong  proof  against 
them,  and  shows,  at  least,  that  if  their  religious  principles 
are  abridged,  we  are  not  the  authors  of  the  abridgment. 
Our  petition  is,  that  the  scale  of  justice  may  hang  even  ; 
and  if  there  are  such  consciences  as  scruple  to  have  im- 
partial justice  administered,  we  pray  that  this  honouiable 
House  may,  in  their  wisdom,  discountenance  them  ;  for  if 
such  scruples  once  obtain  favour  from  Government,  it  is 
plain  who  are  most  likely  to  claim  and  reap  the  benefit  of 
them. 

"  We  desire  to  conclude  by  assuring  tliis  honourable 
House,  that  we  are  determined,  to  the  utmost  of  our  powd- 
er, to  support  the  liberties  of  .(4wccut/,  and  to  inform  them, 
that  as  we  ask  no  partial  favour  for  ourselves,  so  we  re- 
quest that  it  may  not  be  granted  to  others.  We  therefore 
beg  that  the  prayer  of  our  petition  may  obtain  the  most 
seiious  attention  of  this  honourable  tlouse. 
'•  Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee: 

"William  Adcock,  President.'' 
Ordered,  That  the  Military  Couunissions  sent   to  the 
House  from  the  Congress  be  delivered  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  to  the  respective  officers. 

Two  petitions  from  George  Ilojfner  and  Benjamin  Mil- 
ler, of  Philudeljfliia,  were  presented  to  the  House  antl 
read,  praying  Commissions  in  the  Battalion  to  be  raised  in 
this  Province. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Pursuant  to  the  Order  of  Friday  last,  the  House  resoh-ed 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  lo  take  into 
consideration  the  present  critical  state  of  this  Province;  and 
having  spent  some  time  in  the  perusal  of  the  several  Me- 
morials, Petitions,  and  other  Papers  referred  to  them,  the 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ptcirsnn  reported, 
from  the  Coimuittee,  that  they  had  made  some  jjiogress  in 
the  business  before  them,  but  not  having  come  to  any  re- 
sult thereon,  they  requested  leave  In  sit  again  in  the  aftei- 
nooil  ;  wdiich  being  agreed  to,  thi'  Hi.usi^  ailjinuiied  to 
three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Several  Petitions,  fidiii  a  nnnilicr  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  County  o(  P/iilndi  Ijdnn,  \\v\l-  pi.-ented  to  the  House 
and  read,  setting  forth,  that  the  Regulations  heretoli_)re 
prescribed  by  the  Committee  of  Safely,  for  the  Associators 
of  this  Province,  have  not  had  the  desired  effect  in  the 
said  County,  that  the  Petitioners  being  impressed,  at  this 
time  of  difliculty  and  danger,  with  the  necessity  of  regu- 
lating the  Military  Association  of  this  Province,  jiray  the 
honourable  House  to  take  the  premises  into  their  serious 
consideration,  and  grant  the  petitioners  such  Regulations  as 
they  (the  Assembly)  shall  think  most  p:oj)er. 

(Jrdcrcd,  That  the  said  Petitions  be  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Coimnittec  of  the  Whole  House. 
The  Order  of  the  forenoon  being  read, 
The  House  resolved  itself  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  Papers  referred  to  them  ;  and  after  further 
deliberation  thereon,  the  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Ttlr.  Pearson  reported,  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had 
made  further  progress  in  the  business  before  them,  but  not 
Ivoing  readv  to  rcjiort  thereon,  the  Committee  requested 
leave  to  sit  a"ain  in  the  morning. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  Committee  have  leave  to  sit 
accordingly. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


Wednesday,  NovembcT  1,  1775. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
A  Representation  from  tiie  City  and  Liberties  of  Phila- 
delphia was  pre?ented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting 
foitli,  that  the  said  Committee  having  been  inforiued  that 
the  late  honourable  House  had,  on  the  30th  of  June  last, 
ordered  fifteen  hundred  stand  of  Arms  for  this  City  and 
County,  used  their  influence  with  the  most  considerable 
Gunsmiths  to  forbear  engaging  any  work  to  go  out  of  the 
Province,  until  the  said  Arms  shall  be  completed,  whicli 
they  readily  agree  to,  in  expectation  of  being  employed 
in  making  the  said  Arms  ;  that  having  had  some  reason 
to  fear  the  necessary  vigilance  had  not  been  used  by  the 
Commissioners  and  Assessors,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
trust,  and  apprehending  it  to  be  their  duty  so  to  do,  ap- 
plied to  iheiu  to  know  whether  the  said  Arms  had  been 
provided,  to  which  application  they  have  received  no 
satisfactory  answer,  at  which  many  of  their  fellow-citizens 
have  expressed  great  uneasiness;  that  the  said  Committee 
are  well  assured  there  are  divers  able  Gunsmiths  now  unem- 
ployed, and  the  pressing  necessity  of  the  times  making  the 
least  delay  extremely  dangerous,  they  therefore  do  most 
earnestly  jiray  the  honourable  House  will  appoint  some 
persons  to  procure  the  said  Arms,  who  will  give  the  necc:- 
sary  attention  to  that  important  duty. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Order  of  last  night  being  read, 

Tiie  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Conunittee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  consider  the  state  of  the  Province  ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Pceirsoa  reported,  from  the  Conunittee, 
that  they  had  made  further  progress  in  tlie  business  before 
them,  Ijut  not  having  finished  their  deliberations  thereon, 
they  desired  leave  to  sit  again  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  the 
same  beinn-  agreed  to,  the  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Barrackmaster  do 
forthwith  put  the  Barracks  near  this  City  into  proper  re- 
pair for  receiving  the  Troops  now  raising  in  this  Province; 
and  that  the  said  Barrackmaster  do  in  future  receive  and 
comply  with  such  orders  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  as 
they  may  find  necessary  to  issue,  for  quartering  Troojis  in 
the  said  Barrack-. 

The  Order  of  the  forenoon  being  read. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Conunittee  of  the 
Whole  House,  to  consider  the  state  of  this  Province  ;  and 
having  spent  some  time  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Pearson  reported,  from  the  Committee, 
that  they  had  not  yet  concluded  their  deliberations  on  the 
business  referred  to  them,  and  desired  leave  to  sit  again 
to-morrow  morning. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  do  sit  again  accord- 
ingly. 

The   H'ju-L-  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


Thc  House  met  pursu.uit  to  ailjournment. 

Upon  motion,  7?c.so/cu/,  That  this  House  will  take  into 
their  consideration  tu-niunow  morning  the  appointment  ol 
Delegates  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Congress,  on  the  part 
of  this  Pro\ince. 

The  Order  of  la-t  night  bumg  read, 

Tiie  House  again  lesolvetl  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  consider  the  circumstances  of  the  Pro- 
\  ince  ;  ami  after  I'urther  debate  thereon,  the  Speaker  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Air.  Pearson  reported,  from  the 
Committee,  that  they  had  not  yet  come  to  a  full  result  on 
the  business  before  them,  and  requested  leave  to  sit  again 
in  the  afiernoon  ;  which  being  agreed  lo,  the  House  ad- 
journed to  tlnee  o'clock,  P.  j\L 

The  Order  of  the  forenoon  being  read, 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  1  louse  on  the  present  state  of  the  Province ;  and 
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afier  some  lime  spent  in  the  coiisideralion  thereof,  the 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  l^carson  reported, 
from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  made  some  furl  her 
|)rogress  in  the  business  referred  to  them,  but  not  being 
prepared  to  report  thereon,  tliey  requested  leave  to  sit 
again  to-morrow  morning. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Committee  do  sit  ai^ain  accord- 
ingly. 

The  Mouse  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


FriilMy,  November  3,  1775. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  their  adjournment,  and  re- 
suMied  the  consideration  of  the  Petition  from  the  (/ity  and 
Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  respecting  the  Arms  that  were 
ordered  to  be  provided  by  the  late  Assembly  for  this  City 
and  County,  and,  after  some  debate, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hillegns,  Mr.  Fotis,  Mr.  Miles,  Mr. 
Parker,  Mr.  Rodman,  Mr.  Barlholoineu',  Mr.  Jacobs,  Mr. 
Grubh,  Mr.  Swoopc,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mi-.  Chrcist,  Mr. 
Taylor,  and  Mr.  Dougherty,  be  a  Connnittee  to  inquire 
what  progress  has  been  made  by  the  Commissioners  and 
Assessors  of  the  several  Counties  in  procuring  Arms  for 
the  publick  use,  and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

A  Petition  from  Thomas  Rycrson,  lately  appointed  an 
Ensign  in  the  Battalion  now  raising  in  this  Province,  for 
leave  to  resign  his  Commission,  and  another  Petition  fiom 
John  Bankson,  of  this  City,  praying  to  be  appointed  to  the 
vacancy,  having  been  presented  to  the  House  and  con- 
sidered. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Bankson  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  an  Ensign  in  the  said  Battalion,  and  re- 
commended to  the  Continental  Congress  to  be  commis- 
sioned accordingly. 

Pursuant  to  the  Resolution  of  yesterday,  the  House  took 
into  considei'ation  the  appointment  of  Rejirescntatives  for 
this  Province  in  the  Continental  Congress,  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  referred  the  same  to  further  considera- 
tion to-morrow. 

The  Order  of  last  night,  for  the  Commiliee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  sit  again  this  morning,  being  called  for  anil  reail, 
\vas  postponed  to  the  afternoon. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  consider 
the  present  stale  of  the  Pi'ovince  ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  M  r.  Pear- 
son reported,  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  proceeded 
further  in  the  business  before  them,  but  not  being  yet  |)re- 
pared  to  report  thereon,  they  requested  leave  to  sit  again 
to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  ('ommittee  sit  again  accordingly. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-moirow  nioin- 
ing. 


The  House  met  pursuant  to  adiournmeni  ;  and,  taking 
into  consideration  the  ap|iointnient  of  Delegates  for  this 
Province  in  Congress, 

Resfdvid,  That  the  Hon.  John  Morton,  Speaker,  John 
Dickinson,  Robert  Morris,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Charles 
Humphreys,  Edward  Biddle,  Thomas  Hilling,  Andrew 
Allen,  and  James  IVilson,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  heie- 
by  appointed  Delegates  for  this  Province  in  the  ('onlinen- 
lal  Congress. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Lelter  of  the  Ibt 
instant,  from  C'hristupher  Witman,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Berks  County  Committee,  on  a  matter  of  pulilick  concern, 
which  was  read  by  order,  and  referred  to  the  Conifiiittoe 
of  Safely. 

A  Resolve  from  the  honoui-able  Continental  Congress, 
by  two  of  their  members,  was  laid  before  the  House,  and 
IS  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  Congress,  N'ovoinber  4,  I77,j. 

"  The  Congress  considering  that  the  most  perfect  union, 
between  all  the  Colonies,  is  essentially  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  just  rights  of  North-America,  and  being 
appreiiensive  that  there  is  great  danger  of  hostilities  being 
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commenced  at  or  near  Wyoming,  between   the  inhabitants 
of  Pennsylvania  and   those  of  Connecticut, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Assemblies  of  the  said  Colonies  be 
requested  to  take  the  most  speedy  and  elTectual  steps  to 
prevent  such  hostilities. 

"  Ordered,  That  Thomas  McKean  and  Silas  Deanc,  Es- 

res,  wait  upon  the  honourable  House  of  Assembly  of 

nnsylvania,  with  a  copy  of  the  above  Resolution. 

"  By  order  of  Congress  : 

"  .John  Hancock,  President." 

Ordered,  That  -Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Humphreys  make 
inquiry  upon  what  information  the  above  Resolve  is  found- 
ed, and  report  the  same  to  the  House  on  Monday  next. 

An  Account  of  Mr.  Ross's  attendance  in  Con"ress, 
amounting  to  thirty-four  Pounds,  being  presented  at  the 
table,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Mr.  liillegas  for  payment  of 
the  same. 

The  Order  of  last  night,  for  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  sit  again  this  morning,  was  read,  and  postponed 
to  Tuesday  next. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock, 
P.  M.  _ 

Monday,  Novcnilxr  G,  1775. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  twenty-four  Members,  met  pursuant 
to  adjournment ;  and  a  (juorum  not  appearing,  they  ad- 
journed to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  Noveinber  7,  177  5. 

A  quorum  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Older  of  i'V/(/ft^  last,  for  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to  sit  again  this  morning,  being  called  for 
and  read,  was  postponed  till  the  afternoon. 

The  House  adjomned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  JI. 

An  Address  or  Declaration,  signed  by  divers  persons  in 
behalf  of  the  Societies  of  Menonists  anil  German  Baptists 
in  this  Province,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  follows 
in  these  words,  viz  : 

"  In  the  first  place,  we  acknowledge  us  indebted  to  the 
most  high  God,  who  created  heaven  and  earth,  the  only 
good  being,  to  thank  him  for  all  his  great  goodness  and 
manifold  mercies  and  love,  through  our  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ,  who  is  come  to  save  the  souls  of  men,  ha\  in"-  all 
power  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

"  Further,  we  find  ourselves  indebted  to  be  thankful  to 
our  late  worthy  Assembly,  for  their  giving  so  good  an  ad- 
vice, in  these  troublesome  limes,  to  all  ranks  of  people  in 
Pennsylvania,  particularly  in  allowing  those  who.  by  the 
doctrine  of  our  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  are  persuaded  in  their 
consciences  to  love  their  enemies,  and  not  to  resist  evil,  to 
enjoy  the  liberty  of  their  consciences;  for  which,  as  al?o 
for  all  the  good  things  we  enjoyed  under  their  care,  we 
heartily  thank  that  body  of  Assembly,  and  all  high  and  low 
in  ot]ice  who  have  advised  to  such  a  peaceful  measure, 
hoping  and  confiding  that  they,  and  all  others  intrusted 
with  power  in  this  hitherto  blessed  Province,  may  be  moved 
by  the  same  spirit  of  grace  which  animated  the  first  founder 
of  this  Province,  our  late  worthy  proprietor,  llilliam  Pain, 
to  giant  libeily  of  conscience  to  all  its  inhabitants,  that 
they  may,  in  the  gieat  and  memorable  day  of  judgmenr, 
be  put  on  the  right  hand  of  that  just  Judge,  who  judgeth 
without  respect  of  person,  and  hear  of  him  these  blessed 
words:  '  Come,  }0  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  king- 
dom prepared  fir  ymi,  &ic.  What  ye  have  done  unto  one 
of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  unto  me.' 
Among  which  number  («'.  e.  the  least  of  Chrisfs  brethren) 
we,  by  his  grace,  hope  to  be  ranked  ;  and  every  lenity  and 
favour  shown  to  such  tender  consciences,  although  weak 
followers  of  this  our  blessed  Saviour,  will  not  be  forgotten 
by  him  in  tliat  great  day. 

"The  advice  of  those  who  do  not  find  freedom  of  con- 
science to  take  up  arms,  iliat  they  ought  to  be  helpliil  to 
those  who  are  in  need  and  distressed  circumstances,  we 
receive  with  cheerfulness  towards  all  men,  of  what  station 
they  may  be,  it  being  our  principle  to  feed  the  hungry,  and 
give  the  thirsty  drink.  VVe  have  dedicated  ourselves  to 
serve  all  men,  in  every  thing  that  can  be  helpful  to  the 
preservation  of  men's  lives,  but  we  find  no  freedom  in 
giving  or  doing,  or  assisting  in   any  thing  by  which  men";: 
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lives  are  destroyed  or  hurt.     We  beg  the  patience  of  all 
those  who  believe  we  err  in  this  point. 

"  We  are  always  ready,  according  to  Chrisfs  command 
to  Peter,  to  pay  the  tribute,  that  we  may  oU'cnd  no  man  ; 
and  so  we  are  willing  to  pay  taxes,  and  to  render  unto 
Ctrsar  those  things  that  are  dcsdr's,  and  to  God  those 
tilings  that  are  God's,  although  we  think  ourselves  very 
weak  to  give  God  his  due  honour,  lie  being  a  spirit  and 
life,  and  we  only  dust  and  ashes. 

"  We  are  also  willing  to  be  subject  to  the  higher  powers, 
and  to  give  in  the  manner  Paul  directs  us:  '  For  lie  bear- 
eth  ihe°sword  not  in  vain,  for  he  is  the  minister  of  God,  a 
revenger  to  execute  wrath  upon  him  that  doeih  evil.' 

"  This  testimony  we  lay  down  before  our  worthy  As- 
sembly, and  all  oilier  persons  in  Government,  letting  iheiii 
know  that  we  are  thankful  as  abovementioned,  and  tiiat  we 
are  not  at  liberty,  in  conscience,  lo  take  up  arms  lo  con- 
(juer  our  enemies,  but  rather  to  pray  lo  God,  who  iias  power 
in  heaven  and  earth,  for  us  and  them. 

"  We  also  crave  the  patience  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Country.  What  they  think  to  see  clearer  in  the  doc- 
trine of  tlie  blessed  yt'«i/s  Christ,  we  will  leave  to  them  and 
God,  finding  ourselves  very  poor;  for  faith  is  to  proceed 
out  of  the  word  of  God,  which  is  life  and  spirit,  and  a 
power  of  God,  and  our  consciences  is  to  be  instructed  by 
the  same,  therefore  we  beg  for  patience. 

"Our  small  gift,  which  we  have  given,  we  gave  to  those 
who  have  power  over  us,  that  we  may  not  oti'end  them,  as 
Christ  taught  us  by  the  tribute  penny. 

"  We  heartily  pray  that  God  would  govern  all  hearts  ol 
our  rulers,  be  they  high  or  low,  to  meditate  those  good 
things  which  will  pertain  to  our  and  their  happiness. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dickinson  reported,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  Order 
o^  Saturday  last,  ftlr.  Iluiiq/hrci/s  and  himself  had  made 
inquiry  upon  what  ground  the  Congress  were  appreliensive 
tliat  hostilities  will  be  commenced  at  or  near  fVi/oming,  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  of  Pciinsijlvania  and  those  of  Con- 
necticut, and  expect  to  be  enabled  to  report  an  answer  to 
the  House  to-morrow,  as  that  matter  is  then  lo  come  under 
consideration  in  Congress. 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Gruij, 
Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Jacobs,  Mr.  S/oi,<:h,  Mr.  Sicoojyc,  Mr. 
Tai/lor,  and  .Mr.  i)o»ir/(CT^^,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare 
and  report  lo  the  House  a  drauglii  of  instructions  for  the 
Delegates  appointed  to  serve  in  Coiigie-s  on  tlie  part  of 
this  Province. 

The  Order  of  the  forenoon  being  read,  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  inlo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to 
consider  the  state  of  the  Province  ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Pearson  reported,  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  con- 
cluded their  deliberations  on  the  matters  referred  to  them, 
and  having  come  to  some  resolutions  thereon,  he  was  di- 
rected lo  report  the  same  whenever  the  House  shall  be 
pleased  to  receive  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  Resohiiion-  of  the  Connnittce  he  re- 
ceived immediately. 

Mr.  Pearson  then,  according  to  order,  reported  the  said 
Resolutions,  which  he  first  read  in  his  jilace,  and  afterwards 
delivered  at  the  table  ;  where  the  same  being  again  read  h_\ 
order,  and  in  part  considered  hy  the  Ibjusc.  they  adjuurncd 
to  ten  o'ckick.  lo-monow  nun  iiin:. 


TiiC  House  met  pnr-uanl  to  adjournment. 
Tlie  Committee  of  Crievances,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
Gcort^e. Jacob  Houseman  was  referred  for  inijuiry,  reported, 
that  tlioy  had  attended  at  the  .Jail  of  this  (Jity,  and  heard 
the  petitioner,  with  such  of  his  creditors  as  ajipeared,  and 
are  of  opinion  that  he  is  a  proper  (ilijcet  of  ilie  relief  he 
solicits. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  forei;oini;  lieport. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  ]lilh,!Sas,  Mv.  Hodman,  Mr.  Jacobs, 
and  Mr.  Montgomcn/,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring 
111  a  Bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  said  priinuner  and  others  re- 
commended lo  the  notice  of  this  iiuuse  h_\  the  late  As- 
semblv. 

Tlic  House  rpsumed    the   consideration  of  the  Resolves 


of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House;  which  being  seve- 
rally read  and  approved,  were  adopted  by  the  House,  and 
follow  in  these  words,  viz : 

1.  Resolced,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  all  reasonable  charges  hitherto  incurred  by  ihe  Asso- 
ciators  for  the  defence  of  this  Province,  in  procuring  Drums 
and  Colours,  and  paying  Adjutants,  Fuglemen,  Drummers, 
and  Fifers,  ought  to  be  allowed  and  repaid  them. 

•2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  the  Military  Association,  entered  into  for  the  defence 
of  this  Province,  ought  to  be  continued,  encouraged,  and 
supported. 

;j.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  it  be  recommended  to  all  male  white  persons  within 
this  Province,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty  years, 
who  have  not  already  associated,  and  are  not  conscien- 
tiously scrupulous  of  bearing  arms,  lo  join  the  said  Asso- 
ciation immediately. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  certain  Rules  and  Regnlalions,  for  the  government  of 
the  said  Associators,  are  necessary. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  all  male  while  persons,  between  the  ages  aforesaid, 
capalile  of  bearing  arms,  wlio  shall  not  associate  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  Province,  ought  to  contribute  an  e(|uivalent 
to  the  lime  spent  by  the  Associators  in  acquiring  the  mili- 
tary discipline — Ministers  of  ihe  Gospel,  of  all  denomina- 
tions, and  servants  purchased  bona  fide,  and  for  valuable 
consideration,  only  excepted. 

G.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  il  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Safely  lo  give 
orders  for  erecting  a  Magazine  or  Magazines  in  dillcrent 
places,  as  soon  as  the  season  will  allow,  for  the  greater  se- 
curity of  the  Ammunition  belonging  lo  the  Province. 

7.  Resolved,  That  il  is  the  opinion  of  this  ("ommiltee. 
thai  the  sum  of  Eighty  Thousand  Pounds  be  immediately 
struck  in  Bills  of  Credit,  for  answering  the  present  exigen- 
cies of  the  Province. 

Upon  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Par- 
ker, Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Rodman,  Mr.  Bartho- 
lomew, Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Slough,  Mr.  Swoope,  .Mr.  Mont- 
sxonienj,  Mr.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Dougherty,  be  a  Committee 
\o  jirejiare  a  set  of  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  belter 
government  of  the  Military  Association  in  this  Province; 
and  that  the  said  Committee  do  also  essay  a  draught  of  Re- 
solutions, directing  the  manner  of  levying  Taxes  on  Non- 
Associiitors,  determining  their  mode  of  appeal,  anil  how 
the  said  Taxes  shall  be  collected  and  ajiplied. 

An  Address  from  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  I'oik 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


The   Hous 
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lourned  lo  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 

Tlmrsd.iv,  Xovrmhcr  'J,  1775. 

ise  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

iker  laid   before  the   House  a   Letter  recei\c( 

hv  a  \e^sel  from  London,  which   was  read   li\ 


KAi'.i.t;  SiK  :  On  the  -Jlslof  last  month,  we  sent 
etary  oi'  State  for  America  a  copy  of  the  pc- 
he  General  Congress;  and  yesterday,  ihe  first 
It   was   permitted   us,  we  presented  to  him  ihe 

Icli    Ins    Lurdsliip    promiseil    to   deliver   to   the 

uglil  il  our  duty  to  press  his  Lordsi)i|)  lo  obtain 
hut  we  are  told   that,  as   His  ALajesly  did   not 
1  the  throne,  no  answer  would  be  given, 
ve   tlie   honour  of  being,  honourable   Sir,  your 


'  '■  Richard  Pr.NN, 

"  Arthur  Lee.'" 
!  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 
It  of  Instructions  for  the  Delegates  of  this  Province 
gress,  re|)ortcd  an  essay  for  that  |uirpo<e  :  wdiicli,  he- 
ld and  considered,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and 
allows,  viz : 

s'ti.f.mf.n:  The   trust  reposed   in  you   is  of  such   a 
.  and  the  modes  of  executing  il  may  be  so  diversified 
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in  the  course  of  your  delibeiatlons,  that  it  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  give  you  particular  instructions  respecting  it. 

We  therefore,  in  general,  direct  that  you,  or  any  four  of 
you,  meet  in  Congress  the  Delegates  of  the  several  Colo- 
nies now  assembled  in  this  City,  and  any  such  Delegates 
as  may  meet  in  Congress  next  year ;  that  you  consult  to- 
gether on  the  present  critical  and  alarming  stale  of  publick 
affairs;  that  you  exert  your  utmost  endeavours  to  agree 
upon  and  recommend  such  measures  as  you  shall  judge  to 
afford  the  best  prospect  of  obtaining  redress  oi  American 
grievances,  and  restoring  that  union  and  harmony  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  so  essential  to  the  wel- 
fare and  happiness  of  both  Countries. 

Though  the  oppressive  measures  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment and  Administration  have  compelled  us  to  resist  their 
violence  by  force  of  arms,  yet  we  strictly  enjoin  you,  that 
you,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  dissent  from  and  utterly  re- 
ject any  propositions,  should  such  be  made,  that  may  cause 
or  lead  to  a  separation  from  our  Rlother  Country,  or  a 
change  of  the  form  of  this  Government. 

You  are  directed  to  make  report  of  your  proceedings  to 
this  House.* 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House  : 

November  9,  1775.  J'J"'^'  .MoilTON,  Sjmikcr. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  to-morrow  after- 
noon.   

Friday,  November  10,  1775. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Resolve  from  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress,  which  was  read  by  order, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

"Resokeil,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Assemblies, 
Conventions,  and  Committees  of  Safety  of  the  thirteen 
United  Colonies,  to  appoint  certain  persons  within  each 
of  the  said  Colonies,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  employ 
and  set  to  work  as  many  persons  as  they  may  think  pro- 
per, both  to  work  u|)  such  earth  as  is  now  fit  for  making 
Saltpetre,  and  to  collect  together,  and  place  in  beds  or 
walls,  under  sheds,  all  such  earth  and  composition  of  ma- 
terials as  are  suitable  to  produce  Saltpetre,  after  being  duly 
exposed  to  the  air,  in  order  to  increase  the  produce  of  it ; 
and  that  the  Delegates  of  the  respective  Colonies  be 
directed  to  send  this  Resolve,  together  with  the  Resolve 
of  last  Session  respecting  Saltpetre  making,  to  their  re- 

*  I  have  lately  seen,  in  tbe  publick  papers,  an  instruction  from  tho 
Houst  ot  Representative!,  m  Pen  njlian  a  to  then  Del  „at  s  in  Cdh 
^re  s  which  to  me  j  poarcd  \  ly  odd  and  even  inconbistent  Th  y 
very  properly  observe  at  fiist  that  the  mode  ot  etccutinff  their  trust 
ma\  be  so  diversihe  i  in  the  courbe  ot  their  delibeiations  that  it  la 
SLUclvposiU  t  \  I  t  1  in  tructions  rtspocting  it  and  yet 
in  a  t  «  I  r  ty  as  to  vtnt  le  to  ^  \(-  one  in 

Rtr  lelion  i  separation  fiom  oui    Mother 

touitr\         I  1   \liat  they  nay  preci  ply  ii  an 

bj  iuch  a      1  W  I  ng  any  tl    i       1  1  I  t   k    tho 

liberty  to  asli  it    \    j  itali  i  II    re  cms  u   1     I  II        |       ^, 

mjahttle      I  would  th  r  f^rb  ask  aie  thovc    t  i        t!     I     i 

cannot   or  will  not   ii  the  couibe  of  the  yeai   tr  I  r 

as  to  forf  it  all  right  to  o  ir  dependancf  upon  tli  V      tl    \     urt, 

thU  il  Great  Britain  dots  so  it  will  still  be  best  t  all  i  h  nt  ir  s  to 
p  It  our  necks  into  their  yoke       Are  they  suie  that  Bi  tin  will   not 

all  in   foreign  aid   so  as  to  oblige  Ub  aKo  to  do  the  sam  V      tl    y 

sure  tliat  it  Biitaia  should  thub  oblige  us  to   c   11      it  1    ue 

ho  jld  not  be  as  much  undLi  obligdtioi  to  oui  1  1  /     /; 

\re  they  sure  that  if  we  submit  to  i?w(isA  Gov  I  11  njt 

a    heretofore   ti}  to  hll  ill  places  ot  tiust  an  1   i  II  i 

tur       ST  a    by  de   r  os  entuelj  to  bung  us  uii  1  \  ll     t 

ach  a  I       liti    I     n  11      r    vi  ice  of /'^nn.y/ 
Brti   I    ail     nkr  th     in      in  then  d  mand     |  V 

e\i      t    t  I  t       tion   that  we  si       I  I 

r  th  1   tl  I       1  them''     Aie  tl  I     ll 

oth  r  C   1  a  form  ot  Gov  t 

fai  their  D  I  ml  stand  out '      W         I  It 

nitntioni  ll  i-  Gov  rninent  i  I  o 

C  3uld  there   I  \    U      I  abt  ground  toi    a  sus|  i  1   tl    t    1  t     u 

epaiation  from  Oil  M  thei  Country  be  a  it  w  ould  '  Is  th  b  instiuc 
tion  agieeable  to  the  w  isdom  and  prudence  that  has  generally  ai  pe  i  d 
iitl       V      1   Uv     t  tl    t  r         1  Vr     tl    V       1     tl    t  It  1    b     I    1 


spective  Colonies,  and  cause  them  to  be  printed  and  made 
publick  there. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary.'" 

Tbe  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  the  relief  of  certain  Insolvent  Debtors,  who  have  peti- 
tioned for  the  discharge  of  their  persons  from  imprisonment, 
reported  they  liad  essayed  a  draught  for  that  purpose, 
which  they  presented  at  the  table;  and  the  same  being  read 
the  first  time,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  a  second 
reading. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  progress 
made  in  the  manufacturing  of  Saltpetre  in  this  Province 
presented  at  the  table  a  report  thereon,  in  writing,  which 
was  read  by  order,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Your  Committee  have  viewed  the  buildings  erected  Ly 
order  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  on  a  lot  of  ground  in 
Market-Street,  and  also  sundry  conveniences  and  utensils 
placed  there  for  the  purpose  of  making  Saltpetre,  and  are 
sorry  to  find  that  it  has  not  yet  been  attended  with  the  de- 
sired success  ;  but  the  gentlemen  who  superintended  this 
work  are  of  opinion  the  manufacture  may  be  carried  on 
there  to  good  effect,  if  supported  with  the  necessary  funds, 
as  they  have  now  employed  a  person  that  certainly  under- 
stands the  business,  and  the  quantity  of  Saltpetre  to  be 
made  will  depend  on  and  be  proportionetl  to  the  sum  em- 
ployed. 

Your  Committee  also  report,  that  Baltis  iMoudy  has 
made,  in  a  few  weeks,  a  considerable  quaiuity  of  Saltpetre, 
at  Yorktown,  |)art  whereof  has  been  delivered  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  and  is  very  good  in  quality;  the  re- 
mainder is  soon  expected  down.  The  said  Moody,  beino- 
the  person  now  employed  at  the  above  works,  gives  assu- 
rances of  producing  the  said  article  very  fast,  as  he  finds 
plenty  of  impregnated  materials  in  this  City. 

Your  Committee  are  also  informed  of  other  persons  in 
the  Province,  who  understand  making  Saltpetre,  and  are 
willing  to  engage  therein,  on  meeting  with  suitable  en- 
couragement. 

It  seems,  therefore,  absolutely  necessary  that  such  en- 
couragement should  be  given,  and  the  greatest  pains  taken 
to  establish  so  useful  a  manufacture  in  this  Province. 

Your  Committee  do  therefore  recommend  to  the  consi- 
deration of  tbe  House — 

First.  AVMieiher  it  would  not  be  proper  to  take  the  works 
already  erected  in  this  City  under  their  direction,  for  the 
publick  benefit. 

Secondly.  Whether  it  might  not  be  of  great  use  to  offer, 
by  vote,  a  good  price  for  all  Saltpetre  made  in  this  Province 
within  twelve  months  from  this  time. 

Thirdly.  Whether  it  would  not  be  a  great  encourage- 
ment to  individuals  to  attempt  making  Saltpetre,  if  pre- 
miums were  ordered  by  the  House  to  be  paid  to  those  who 
shall  produce  the  greatest  quantity  during  the  next  twelve 
months. 

Fourthly.  Whether  it  may  not  bs  of  publick  utility  to 
direct  proper  persons  to  be  instructed  by  the  said  Moody 
in  the  art  of  making  .Saltpetre. 

Fifthly.  Whether  the  said  Moody  should  not  be  reward- 
ed for  giving  such  instruction;  and,  also,  whether  he  is  not 
already  entitled  to  encouragement  from  the  publick,  as  the 
first  person  who  has  produced  a  considerable  quantity  of 
Saltpetre  in  the  Province. 

Matthias  SLOifiH,  Michael  Hili.egas, 

Michael  Swoope,  George  Gkav, 

John  Muntgonerv,  John  Brown, 

Bernari)  Dougherty,       Isaac  Pearson. 

Novemhi-r  10,  1775. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


not  the  advantage  ot  our  tride  leguhted  by  a  piopei 
Britain  has  a  right  to  expect  or  desue  and  all  that  we 
grant ' 
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The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

An  account  of  Bedding,  Furniture,  &tc.,  in  the  Barracks 
of  this  City,  taken  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
being  laid  before  the  House,  and  a  great  deficiency  appear- 
ing in  most  of  the  articles, 

0/'c/e;-c(/,  That  the  Barrackmaster  do  forthwith  provide, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  a  further 
number  of  Beds,  Blankets,  and  other  necessary  Furnitui  e 
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in  the  said  Barracks,  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  in  the  pay 
of  this  Province. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock, 
P.  M.  _ 

Monday,  November  13,  1775. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  twenty-two  Members,  met  pursuant 
to  adjournment;  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  they  ad- 
journed to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  November  14,  1775. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  twenty-four  Members,  met  pursuant 
to  the  adjournment  of  last  night;  and  a  quorum  being  still 
wanting,  they  adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  twenty-six  ^lembers,  met  this  after- 
noon ;  and  a  number  sufficient  to  proceed  on  business  not 
attending,  they  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


Wed  nosilay,  November  15,  1775. 

A  quorum  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  set  of  Rules  and 
Regulations  for  the  Military  Association  in  this  Province, 
and  to  essay  a  draught  of  Resolutions  for  levying  Taxes  on 
l\on-Associators,  directing  the  mode  of  their  appeal,  and 
how  the  said  Taxes  shall  be  collected  and  applied,  reported 
essays  for  those  purposes,  which  were  read  by  order,  and 
referred  to  further  consideration. 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  DicJciiison,  Mr.  Hil- 
Jegas,  Mr.  M/e*-,  and  Mr.  Pearson,  with  the  Speaker,  be 
a  Committee  to  draw  up  and  bring  in  Resolves  for  striking 
the  sum  of  Eighty  Thousand  Pounds  in  I3ills  of  Credit, 
agreeable  to  a  late  Resolution  of  the  Connnittee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

On  motion  made  and  seconded,  whether  the  House  will 
this  afternoon  take  into  consideration,  and  recommend  to 
the  Congress,  suitable  persons  for  Field-Officers  of  the 
Battalion  now  raising  in  this  Province,  the  question  was 
put  by  the  Speaker,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Pursuant  to  the  Resolution  of  the  forenoon,  the  House 
taking  into  consideration  the  Petitions  of  the  several  persons 
who  have  apidied  to  be  recommended  to  the  Congress  for 
Field-Officers  of  the  Battalion  now  raising  in  this  Province, 

Resolved,  That  John  Bull,  Esq.,  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
recommended  to  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  for 
Colonel ;  James  Irwin,  Esq.,  for  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  and 
Anthony  James  Morris,  Esq.,  for  Major  of  the  said  Bat- 
talion. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Upon  motion,  the  Report  of  the  Commiltce  on  the  state 
of  the  Provincial  Taxes  was  again  read  ;  and  the  House 
taking  into  consideration  the  debts  now  outstanding, 

Ordered,  That  the  several  County  Treasurers  do  forth- 
with pay  the  respective  balances  in  their  hands  into  the 
Provincial  Trcasmy;  and  that  the  Commissioners  of  each 
County  do  settle  their  accounts  of  the  nineteenth  Eighteen 
Penny  Tax,  now  to  be  levied,  with  their  respective  Trea- 
surers, that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  in  Srptember  next,  lor  their  final  settlement. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  Order  be  transmit- 
ted by  the  Clerk  of  this  House  to  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners in  each  County,  without  delay. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  brought  in  for  the  better  government  of  the 
Military  Association  in  this  Province,  and  having  made 
some  progress  therein,  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Friday,  November  17,  1775. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  Hill  intituled  "An   Act  for  the  ivVu-i'  of  Richard 
Taylor,  Jucob  Muck,  Gcori!;e  Jacob  Uausman,  Richard 


Moiitijomery, 

Taylor, 

Dougherty. 

Mr 

Nays. 
:  Jacobs, 

Humi,l,reys, 

Pvle, 

Webb. 

Ray,  and  Francis  Owens,  languishing  prisoners  in  the  Jail 
o(  Philadelphia  County,  and  James  Muckey,  a  languish- 
ing prisoner  in  the  Jail  of  Northumberland  County,  with 
respect  to  the  imprisonment  of  their  persons,"  being  read 
the  second  time,  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  ordered 
to  be  transcribed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Committee  ajipointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 
draught  of  Resolves  for  striking  the  sum  of  Eighty  Thou- 
sand Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  reported  an  essay  for  that 
purpose,  which  was  read  by  order,  and  referred  to  further 
consideration. 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  Rales 
and  Regulations  for  the  better  government  of  the  Militaiy 
Association  in  this  Province  ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  following  questions  were  called  for,  and  put  by 
the  Speaker,  viz : 

First.  Whether  the  Associators  shall  meet  two  and 
twenty  times,  from  this  day  to  the  1  1th  of  October  next, 
for  their  improvement  in  military  discipline. 

Mr.  Diekiiison,  Mr.  Parker,                     Mr.  Swoope, 

IIille{;as,  Morris, 

Gray,  Bartiiolomcn 

Folts,  Slough, 

Miles,  Ewing, 

Nays.  Nays. 

:\Ir.  Roberts,  Mr.  Chapman, 

Rodman,  Twining, 

Hancy,  Brown, 

Wynkoop,  Jenks, 

Foulke,  Pearson, 

The  House  dividing  equally  on  the  above  question,  the 
casting  vote  was  given  by  the  Speaker  in  the  negative. 

Secondly.  Whether  the  Associators  shall  meet  twenty 
times,  for  the  above  purpose,  within  the  times  aforesaid. 

Yeas.                               Yens.  Yeas. 

Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Swoope, 

Ilillegas,                          Morris,  .Alontgomery, 

Gray,                                Bartholomew,  Taylor, 

Potts,                                Slough,  Dougherty. 
Miles,                             Ewing, 

Nays.                             N,„,s.  Nays. 

Mr.  Rob-rts,  Mr.  C'lapman,  Mr.  Jacobs, 

Rodman,                       Twining,  Humphreys, 

Hancy,                             Brown,  Pyle, 

Wynkoop,                       J-nks,  Webb. 
Foulke,                            Pearson, 

The  Members  being  equally  divided,  the  casting  vote 
was  given  by  the  Speaker  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

Saturday,  November  18,  1775. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  took  into 
consideration  the  Resolves  brought  in  by  the  Committee, 
for  striking  the  sum  of  Eighty  Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills 
of  Credit ;  which  being  again  read,  were,  after  some  addi- 
tions, agreed  to,  and  follow  in  these  words,  viz : 

1.  Resolved,  That  Bills  of  Credit,  to  the  value  of  Eighty 
Thousand  Pounds,  shall,  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of  De- 
cember next,  be  prepared  and  printed,  on  good  strong  pa- 
per, under  the  care  antl  direction  of  George  Gray ,  Joseph 
Parker,  fVilliam  Rodman,  and  Lane  Pearson,  Esquires, 
or  any  three  of  them  ;  the  cliarge  of  which  to  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  Bills  hereby  to  be  emitted  ;  which  Bills  sliall 
be  made  and  prepared  in  manner  and  form  followNiig,  viz : 

according  to  the  Resolves  of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsyl- 

vairia,  of  tlie  ISth  day  of  November,  m  the  sixteenth  year 
of  the  reign  of  His  Majesty  George  HI  ;  dated  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  8tb  day  of  December,  1775. 

And  the  said  Bills  shall  have  such  escutcheons  and  de- 
vices as  the  said  George  Gray,  Joseph  Parker,  IVilliam 
Rodman,  and  Isaac  Pearson,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall 
think  proper;  each  of  which  Bills  shall  be  of  the  several 
and  respective  denominations  following,  and  no  other,  viz: 

Sixteen  thousand  of  the  same  Bills,  of  the  sum  of  Forty 
Shillings ;  sixteen  tiiousand  of  tiie  same  Bills,  of  the  sum 
of  Thirty  Shillings;  sixteen  thousand  of  the  same  Bills,  of 
the  sum  of  Twenty  Shillings;  and  sixteen  thousand  of  the 
same  Hills,  of  the  sum  of  Ten  Shillings. 

And  the  said  George  Gray,  Joseph  Parker,  William 
Rodman,  and  Isaac  Pearson,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall 
use  their  best  care,  attention,  and  diligence,  during  the 
printing  of  the  said  Bills,  that  the  number  and  amount 
thereof,  according  to  the  respective  denoniinatinns  afore- 
said, be  not  exceeded,  nor  anv  clandestine  or  fraudtdent 
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practice  used  by  tlie  printer,  his  servants,  or  other  persons 
concerned  therein. 

12.  Resolved,  That  for  perfecting  the  said  Bills,  all  and 
every  of  them  shall  be  signed  by  three  of  the  persons  here- 
after named:  that  is  to  say,  Malt/icw  Clarkson,  Jl'illiam 
^mith,  Bicker,  Joseph  Redman,  IViUiam  Crispin,  Thomas 
Lecrh,  fl'illiam  Kenly,  Josiah  lli.wes,  Andrcxv  Tijbout, 
Cieorge  Douglas,  Charles  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Abel 
Evan.s,  Tetcr  Thomson,  Samuel  Cad wallader  Morris,  Cor- 
nelius Barnes,  Skctchley  Morton,  Elisha  Trice,  and  Ni- 
cJiolas  Fairlamh,  Gentlemen,  who  are  hereby  nominated 
and  appointed  to  be  signers  of  the  said  Bills,  and  shall,  be- 
fore they  receive  or  sign  any  of  the  said  Bills,  take  an 
oath  or  aftirnialion  to  the  following  effect,  viz: 

"  That  they  shall  well  and  truly  sign  and  number  all  the 
Bills  of  Credit  that  shall  come  to  their  hands  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  the  same,  when  so  signed  and  numbered,  will 
deliver  or  cause  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  George  Gray, 
Joseph  Parker,  fVilliam  Rodman,  and  Isaac  I'earson,  or 
any  three  of  them." 

•3.  Resolved,  That  for  avoiding  the  danger  of  embezzle- 
ment or  misapplication  of  any  of  the  said  Bills  of  Credit, 
the  said  George  Gray,  Joseph  Tarkcr,  H'illiam  Rodman, 
and  Isaac  Pearson,  or  any  three  of  them,  after  the  said  Bills 
are  printed,  shall  deliver  them  to  the  said  signers,  to  be 
signed  and  numbered  by  j)arcels ;  for  which  the  said  sign- 
ers, or  some  of  them,  shall  give  their  receipt:  that  is  to 
say,  two  thousand  Pounds  value  in  the  said  Bills  at  one 
time,  and  so  from  time  to  time  until  all  the  said  Bills  of 
Credit  shall  be  signed  and  numbered,  in  such  manner  that 
not  more  than  the  sum  of  two  thousand  Pounds  shall  re- 
main in  such  signers'  hands  at  any  one  lime;  of  all  which 
said  Bills  of  Credit,  so  delivered  to  be  signed,  a  true  ac- 
count shall  be  kept  by  the  signers,  who,  upon  their  re- 
delivery of  each  or  any  parcel  of  the  said  Bills,  by  them 
signed  and  numbered,  shall  take  the  receipt  of  the  said 
George  Gray,  Joseph  Parker,  Jf'illiam  Rodman,  and  Isaac 
Pearson,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  charge  them  before  any 
Committee  of  Assembly  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
And  each  of  the  said  signeis  shall  receive  ten  Shillings  for 
every  thousand  of  the  said  Bills  by  them  signed  and  num- 
bered ;  and  each  of  the  said  George  Gray,  Joseph  Parker, 
JVilliam  Rodman,  and  Isaac  Pearson,  shall  have  and  re- 
ceive for  their  trouble  the  sum  of  ten  Shillings  per  diem  ; 
and  the  Treasurer,  hereafter  appointed  for  receiving  and 
}iaying  the  said  Bills  of  Credit,  shall  have  and  receive  five 
Shillings  for  every  hundred  Pounds,  and  no  more;  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  hereby  ordered  to  be 
emitted. 

4.  Resolved,  That  after  the  said  Bills  shall  be  signed, 
numbered,  and  perfected,  the  said  George  Gray,  Joseph 
Parker,  U'illiam  Rodman,  and  Isaac  Pearson,  or  any  three 
of  them,  shall  deliver  them  lo  Michael  Hillegas,  Eiti,  who 
is  hereby  appointed  Treasurer  for  this  purpose,  and  take 
his  receipt  or  receipts  for  the  same,  who  shall  pay  off  and 
discharge,  out  of  the  said  Bills  of  Credit,  all  such  drafts 
and  certificates  as  shall  be  made  by  order  of  the  Assembly 
or  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Province. 

.5.  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  aforesaid  shall  give 
bond,  with  two  sufficient  sureties,  to  John  Morton,  Esq., 
In  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  Pounds,  for  the  iiiithful  dis- 
charge of  the  trust  reposed  in  him. 

And  for  the  more  certain  paying,  redeeming,  discharging, 
and  sinking  the  said  Bills  of  Credit  hereby  emitted, 

6.  Resolved,  That  a  Tax  shall  be  raised  and  levied,  by 
the  respective  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  the  several 
Counties  within  this  Province,  on  the  same  persons  and 
property,  in  the  same  proportion,  and  in  the  same  manner 
and  mode  as  the  Provincial  Tax  (by  the  laws  now  in  force) 
is  raised,  levied,  and  recovered,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the 
respective  County  Treasurers  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  time 
being,  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  ;  which 
said  Tax  shall  commence  immediately  after  sinking  the 
Thirty-Five  Thousand  Pounds  issued  by  the  Resolutions  of 
the  late  Assembly,  on  the  30th  day  of  Jwte  last;  which 
Tax,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  several  Commissioners 
and  Assessors  are  enjoined  and  required  to  raise,  levy,  and 
recover,  and  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  aforesaid,  as 
they  regard  the  freedom,  welfare,  and  safety  of  their  Coun- 
try. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  appointed  as  aforesaid, 


or  his  successor,  shall  yearly  and  every  year  pay  into  the 
hands  of  the  Committees  of  Assembly,  appointed  to  audit 
and  settle  the  publick  accounts,  all  such  sum  and  sums  of 
money  in  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  the  Thirty-Five  Thousand 
Pounds  emitted  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  Eighty  Thousand 
Pounds  hereby  to  be  emitted  ;  which  sums,  so  paid,  the 
said  Committees  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  burn, 
sink,  and  destroy.  And  the  said  Treasurer,  when  required, 
shall  also  lay  his  accounts  before  the  Assembly,  or  the  said 
Committees,  for  their  inspection  and  settlement. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  five  Shillings  for  every 
hundred  Pounds  be  allowed  to  the  said  Michael  Hilkgas, 
for  his  commissions  as  Treasurer  of  the  Thirty-Five  Thou- 
sand Pounds  issued  by  the  Resolutions  of  the  laie  Assem- 
bly of  this  Province ;  also,  ten  Shillings  per  diem  to  each 
member  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  superintend  the 
printing  of  the  said  Thirty-Five  Thousand  Pounds,  and 
ten  Shillings  for  every  thousand  Bills,  to  each  signer  of  the 
same;  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Eighty  Thousand  Pounds  to 
be  hereby  emitted. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  before  them,  lor  the  better  government  of  the 
Military  Association  in  this  Province;  and,  after  further 
debate  thereon,  and  some  additions  and  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Members,  adjourned  {o  Monday  new,  aI  four 
o'clock,  in  the  afternoon. 

INIonday,  November  '20,  1775. 

Tiie  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  just  received 
from  Thomas  MiJJlin,  Esq.,  dated  at  Cambridge,  the  12th 
instant,  requesting  the  Speaker  to  make  his  respectlul  com- 
j)liments  to  the  House,  and  to  inform  them  that  it  is  not  in 
his  power  to  serve  as  a  member  of  their  body  this  year, 
and  desiring  that  his  election  may  be  therefore  considered 
as  void. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  in  the  absence  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Vice-President,  any  seven  or  more  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  being  met,  may  choose  a  Chairman  for  the 
time,  in  place  of  the  President  and  Vice-President  so  ab- 
sent. 

The  Bill  intituled  "An  Act  for  the  relief  o(  Richard 
Taylor,  Jacob  Muck,  George  Jacob  Hausman,  Richard 
Ray,  and  Francis  Owens,  languishing  prisoners  in  the  Jail 
of  Philadelphia  County,  and  James  Mackey,  a  languishing 
prisoner  in  the  Jail  of  Northumberland  County,  with  re- 
spect to  the  imprisonment  of  their  persons,"  being  tran- 
scribed according  to  order,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
compared  at  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rodman  and  Mr.  Jacobs  wait  on  the 
Governour  therewith,  for  his  assent  to  the  same. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


Tuesday,  November  21,  1775. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Members  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governour  with 
the  Bill  passed  last  night,  reported  they  had  delivered  the 
same,  according  to  order,  and  that  his  Honour  was  pleased 
to  say  he  would  take  the  said  Bill  into  immediate  con- 
sideration. 

The  House  proceedeil  in  the  consideration  of  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  for  the  better  government  of  the  Military 
Association  in  this  Province,  and,  having  gone  through  the 
same,  ordered  them  to  be  transcribed. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Articles  of 
Association  in  this  Province,  and,  having  made  some  pro- 
gress therein,  ailjoiuncd  to   ten   o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


WednesJay,  November  22,  1775. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Articles  of 
Association  in  this  Province,  and,  having  gone  through  the 
same,  ordered  them  to  be  transcribed. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  Representation  fioni  the  Committee  of  the  City  and 
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Liberties  of  Philadelphia  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  setting  fortli  "  iliat  the  late  honourable  House  of  As- 
sembly having  thought  proper  to  emit  thirty-five  thousand 
Pounds  for  publick  use,  the  same  was  generally  received  by 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  in  payment,  and  met  with 
tlie  usual  currency;  but  that  tiie  Committee  are  now  greatly 
concerned  to  find  that  some  persons,  not  sufficiently  attend- 
ing to  the  importance  of  preserving  publick  credit  at  this 
critical  juncture,  scruple  receiving  the  bills  of  the  above 
emission,  by  which  means  there  is  the  utmost  reason  to  fear 
a  tiepreciation,  and  consequently  the  publick  interest  mate- 
rially injured  ;  that,  in  particular,  the  persons  referred  to  in 
the  annexed  papers  have  refused  receiving  the  bills  of 
credit  of  this  Province  of  the  above  emission  ;  that  the 
Committee,  not  doubling  the  zeal  and  attachment  of  the 
House  to  the  great  and  important  concerns  of  this  Province, 
beg  leave  to  solicit  their  attention  to  this  matter,  and  pray 
that  they  will  take  such  steps  as  they  may  judge  will  have 
ilie  best  tendency  to  remedy  and  prevent  this  evil." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Resolu- 
tions directing  the  mode  of  levying  Taxes  on  Non-Associa- 
tors  in  this  Province;  and,  having  made  some  progress 
therein,  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Tluirsday,  November  23,  1775. 

The  House  met  jjursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mv.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from  Samuel 
Hunter,  Esq.,  and  others,  of  the  County  o(  jSorthnniber- 
laiul,  dated  Sunhiiry,  the  20th  inst.,  acquainting  the  House 
that  two  of  the  Magistrates  and  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  Coim- 
ty  had  lately  had  an  interview  with  Zchulon  Bu/kr,  and 
some  others  of  the  principal  men  among  the  Connecticut 
settlers  at  IVyoming,  had  read  the  late  Resolves  of  this  As- 
sembly to  them,  and  inquired  whether  they  would  peace- 
ably submit  themselves  to  the  hws  o(  Pennsylvania ;  to 
which  they  answered,  they  despised  the  laws  of  that  Pro- 
vince, and  never  would  submit  to  them  unless  compelled 
by  force;  and  that  if  the  Government  of  the  said  Province 
thought  it  advisable  to  use  such  means  with  them,  they 
should  be  ready  to  meet  them  at  any  hour  they  pleased  ; 
that  the  said  Magistrates  and  Sherifl"  having  received  a  great 
deal  of  threatening  and  abusive  language  from  the  common 
people,  returned  home  by  another  way,  apprehendinig  that 
if  they  came  back  the  same  road  they  had  gone  up,  it  must 
be  with  great  risk  to  their  lives. 

Ordeied  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  Reso- 
lutions directing  the  mode  of  levying  Taxes  on  JNon-Asso- 
ciators  in  this  Province  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Resolutions 
directing  the  mode  of  levying  Taxes  on  Non-Associators  in 
this  Province;  and,  after  a  debate  of  considerable  length, 
adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  Novpiiilier  Ql,  1775. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  producing  to  the  House  an  Ac- 
count of  four  Pounds,  seventeen  Shillings,  and  six  Pence, 
for  giving  notice  to  ceitain  absent  Members  to  attend  the 
publick  service, 

OrJercil,  That  the  same  be  paid  by  the  Clerk,  out  of  the 
money  in  his  hands. 

The  House  having  taken  into  consideration  the  repre- 
sentation fiom  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of 
Philadelphia,  respecting  the  refusal  of  some  persons  to  re- 
ceive the  Bills  of  Credit  lately  issued  in  this  Province, 

Resolrcil,  That  any  person  refusing  to  receive  in  pay- 
ment any  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  the  Resolutions 
of  the  late  or  present  House  of  Assembly,  thereby  endea- 
vours to  injure  the  currency  of  the  said  Bills  ;  and  as  such 
conduct  has  a  manifest  tendency  to  obstruct  the  publick 
measures  for  defending  the  freedom  and  promoting  the  wel- 
fare and  safety  of  this  Country,  such  person  ought  there- 
fore to  be  deemed  inimical  to  the  liberties  oi  America. 

The  House  again  took  up  the  Resolutions  directing  the 
mode  of  levying  Taxes  on  IS'on-Associators  in  this  Province-. 


and  having  made  further  progress  in  the  consideration  there- 
of, adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon. 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Parker,  iSIr.  Rodman, 
Mr.  Pearson,  and  Mr.  Jacobs,  with  the  Speaker,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  and  adjust  the  Accounts  of  the  several 
Battalions  of  Associators  in  this  Province,  and  that  they 
have  power  to  draw  orders  for  payment  of  the  same  upon 
Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  which  he  is  required  to  pay  out 
of  the  Eighty  Thousand  Pounds  ordered  to  be  struck  and 
emitted  by  the  Resolutions  of  this  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  make 
particular  inquiry  concerning  the  contributions  made  by  the 
people  called  Menonists,  Ornish  Menonists,  and  Sunday 
Baptists,  in  Lancaster  County,  in  pursuance  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  late  House  of  Assembly  on  the  thirtieth 
ol'  June  last,  and  report  to  this  House,  at  their  next  meet- 
ing, how  much  of  the  said  contributions  has  been  paid  for 
the  use  of  any,  and  what  Batialion  or  Company  of  Asso- 
ciators in  that  County;  and  the  said  Committee  are  also 
directed  not  to  draw  any  order  in  fiivour  of  such  Battalion 
or  Company,  until  they  receive  further  directions  from  this 
House. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Petition 
and  Account  from  Benjamin  Loxley,  and  referred  the  same 
to  the  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  Accounts  of  the 
Battalions  in  this  Province,  who  are  directed  to  draw  an 
order  on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esquire,  for  payment  of  the 
balance  the}'  shall  find  due  on  I  he  said  Account. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Hil- 
legas, and  Mr.  Morris,  with  the  Speaker,  be  a  Committee 
to  revise  and  correct  the  Minutes  of  this  House  before  they 
are  printed. 

Upon  motion,  the  Petition  from  Christopher  Tally  was 
again  read  ;  and,  after  some  debate. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Parker,  and  Mr.  Miles, 
be  a  Committee  to  inquire  whether  the  said  Tully  first  in- 
troduced the  machine  he  describes  into  this  Province,  and 
whether  it  is  likely  to  be  of  any,  and  what  service  to  the 
publick. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Letter  from 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  requesting  that  his  election  to  a  seat 
in  this  House  may  be  considered  as  void. 

Resolved,  That  the  seat  of  the  said  Member  be  vacated 
accordingly,  and  that  the  Speaker  do  issue  his  order  for  a 
new  election  before  the  next  meeting  of  this  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Resolu- 
tions directing  the  mode  of  levying  Taxes  on  IVon-Associa- 
tors  in  this  Province  ;  which,  being  gone  through,  were 
ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  ;  and  taking 
into  consideration  the  Letter  from  Isorthumbrrlond  County, 
respecting  the  Connecticut  settlers  at  Wyoming, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Potts  and  .Mr.  Brown  wait  on  the 
Governour  with  the  said  Letter,  and  request  he  will  be 
pleased  to  give  orders  for  a  due  execution  of  the  laws  of 
this  Province  in  the  Counties  of  jS'orthumbcrland  and  Nort/i- 
ampton. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Members  acquaint  his  Honour 
the  House  have  agreed  to  adjourn  to  ilonday,  the  l-2lh 
of  February  next,  if  he  has  no  ohjeclion  thereto. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  motion  of  the  23d  instant. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Comity  of  Philadcljihia  to  finish  the  new  Jail 
as  speedily  as  may  be,  and  that  the  Prisoners  be  removed 
thither  without  loss  of  time. 

Upon  jnolion,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Slough  and  Mr.  ll'cbb 
be  requested  to  have  such  repairs  made'at  the  Lancaster 
Barracks  as  a|)pear  to  be  immediately  necessary,  and  lay 
an  account  of  the  expense  before  the  House. 

The  Members  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governour  with 
the  Northumberland  Letter  and  the  verbal  messages  of  the 
House,  reported  they  had  delivered  the  same  according  to 
order,  and  that  his  Honour  was  pleased  to  say  he  Jiad  no 
objection  to  the  adjournment  proposed  by  the  House. 
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Upon  consideration  of  tiie  Petition  from  Petapanihila, 
(alias  George  Allen,)  an  Itulian,  who  lias  distinguished 
himself  by  his  fidelity  to  this  Province  for  many  years 
past, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds  be  al- 
lowed and  given  to  the  said  Indian,  and  that  Mr.  Hillcgns 
and  Mr.  Miles  be  requested  to  lay  out  the  same  fur  him  in 
such  goods  and  other  necessaries  as  may  be  most  uselul  to 
him. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  ]\I. 
An  Accoimt  of  Mr.  Dicki.nson''s  attendance,  to  the  time 
of  the  last  appointment  of  Delegates  for  this  Province  in 
Congress,  being  laid  before  the  House,  an  Order  was  drawn 
on  Slicluiel  Hillegas,  E<q.,  for  Qne  hundred  and  seven 
Pounds,  in  payment  of  the  said  Account. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of 
tlie  Committee  on  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre,  and  having 
spent  some  time  therein. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  take  the  Saltpetre  Works, 
erected  in  this  City,  into  their  care  and  under  their  direc- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  Owen  Biddle,  David  Rittenhousc,  and 
Peter  Dehavcn,  Gentlemen,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
])ointed  a  Committee  to  superintend  the  said  Works. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  may  remove  the 
Works  for  making  Saltpetre,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  any 
other  lot  in  or  near  this  City,  if  they  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  it  will  be  more  suitable  foi-  that  purpose  than  the  lot 
on  which  they  are  now  placed. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  may  draw  Orders 
on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  Pounds,  for  carrying  on  the  said  Works,  which  he 
is  hereby  directed  to  pay  out  of  the  Eighty  Thousand 
Pounds  ordered  to  be  struck  and  emitted  by  the  Resolu- 
tions of  this  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  keep  regular  Ac- 
counts of  the  Money  they  shall  so  draw  for,  and  lay  the 
same  before  the  Assembly,  or  any  Committee  thereof, 
whenever  they  shall  be  required. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  Pounds  be  paid 
for  every  hundred  weight  of  good  merchantable  Saltpetre 
that  shall  be  made  and  manufactured  in  this  Province,  and 
delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  within  the  space  of 
twelve  months  from  this  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  draw  an  Order  on 
Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  for  twenty-five  Pounds,  payable 
to  Ballis  Moody,  as  a  premium  for  the  Saltpetre  he  has 
already  made;  and  a  further  sum  of  twenty-five  Pounds, 
over  and  above  his  wages,  when  ho  shall  have  fully  in- 
structed such  persons  as  the  Committee  shall  put  under  his 
direction,  in  the  method  of  making  Saltpetre. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  what  progress  has 
been  made  by  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  the 
several  Counties,  in  providing  the  Arms  diiected  for  pub- 
lick  use  by  the  late  Assembly,  reported  : 

That  they  have  been  attended  by  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners and  one  of  the  Assessors  of  Philadelphia  Coun- 
ty, and  informed  by  them  that  they  have  entered  into 
contracts  with  different  people,  for  making  the  Arms  in- 
tended for  this  County,  and  have  used  every  means  in 
their  power  to  forward  the  same,  since  the  pattern  was  de- 
livered to  them.  That  the  Conmiittee  are  also  informed 
agreements  have  been  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Counties  of  Bucks,  Chester,  Lancaster,  York,  Cumber- 
land, Berks,  Northampton,  Bedford,  and  IVcstmoreland, 
for  the  Arms  and  Accoutrements  ordered  for  those  Coun- 
ties, in  some  of  which  they  are  nearly  completed  ;  but  they 
have  not  yet  beard  what  has  been  done  in  respect  to  this 
business  by  the  Commissioners  o( Northumberland ,  to  whom 
the  pattern  was  sent  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  in  com- 
mon with  the  rest. 

Submitted  to  the  House  by 

John  Jacobs,  Thomas  Potts, 

Curtis  Grubb,  Samuel  Miles, 

Michael  Swoope,        William  Rodman, 
Henry  Chreist,  Benj.  Bartholomew. 

Michael  Hillegas, 

November  25,  1775. 

The  Articles  of  Association  in  Pennsylvania,  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  for  the  better  government  of  the  said  As- 


sociation, and  the  Resolutions  directing  the  motle  of  levy- 
ing Taxes  on  INon-Associators  in  the  said  Province,  being 
all  transcribed  according  to  order,  were  again  read,  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  and  are  as  they  severally  follow,  viz: 

Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  better  government  of  tlit 
Military  Association  in  Pennsylvania. 

First.  All  Officers  chosen  or  appointed  in  Battalions 
that  wore  formed  before  the  first  day  of  October  last,  in  tlie 
City  of  Philadelphia,  the  District  of  Southnmrk,  and  the 
Townships  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  Moyamensing,  and 
Passyunk,  to  take  rank  or  precedence  of  all  other  Officers 
of  equal  dignity,  chosen  or  appointed  in  any  other  part  of 
the  Province. 

Second.  All  Officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
first  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Philadelphia  County, 
to  take  rank  of  all  Officers  of  equal  dignity,  chosen  or 
appointed  in  any  other  County. 

I'hird.  All  Officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
first  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Bucks  County,  to  take 
rank  of  all  Officers  of  equal  dignity,  chosen  or  appointed 
in  any  other  than  the  City  o(  Philadelphia,  the  District  ol 
Soiithwark,  and  the  Townships  of  tl)e  Northern  Liberties, 
Moyamensing,  and  Passyunk. 

Fourth.  All  Officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
first  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Chester  County,  to 
take  rank  of  all  Olficers  of  equal  dignity,  chosen  or  ap- 
pointed in  any  other  than  Bucks  and  Philadelphia  Coun- 
ties, and  Philadelphia  Cay,  the  District  o(  South ivark, 
and  Townships  of  tlie  Northern  Liberties,  JMoyamensing, 
and  Passyunk. 

Fifth.  All  Ofllcers  chosen  or  a])|iointed  before  the  said 
first  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Lancaster  County,  to 
rank  before  Officers  of  equal  dignity,  chosen  or  appointed 
in  any  other  than  Chester,  Bucks,  and  Philadelphia  Coun- 
ties, and  the  City  oi'  Philadelphia,  the  District  of  South- 
tvark,  and  Townships  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  Moya- 
mensing, and  Passyunk. 

Sixth.  All  Olficers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
first  day  of  October,  as  afoiesaid,  in  York  County,  to  rank 
before  Officers  of  equal  dignity,  in  any  other  than  Lancas- 
ter, Chester,  Bucks,  and  Philadelphia  Counties,  Phila- 
delphia C\ly,  the  Y)]S\ncl  of  SouthuHirk,  and  Townships 
of  the  Northern  Liberties,  Moyamensing,  and  Passyunk. 

Seventh.  All  Officers  chosen  or  afipointed  before  the 
said  first  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Cumberland 
County,  to  rank  before  Officers  of  equal  dignity,  in  the 
junior  Counties  of  Berks,  Northampton,  Bedford,  North- 
umberland, and  Westmoreland. 

Eighth.  All  Officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
first  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Berks  County,  to  rank 
before  olficers  of  equal  dignity,  in  the  Counties  of  JSorth- 
ampton,  Bedford,  Northumberland,  and  Hestmoreland. 

Ninth.  All  Olficers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
first  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Northampton  County, 
to  rank  before  Officers  of  equal  dignity,  in  Bedford,  North- 
umberland, and   ff'estmoreland  Counties. 

Tenth.  All  Officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
first  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Bedford  County,  to 
rank  before  Officers  of  equal  dignity,  in  Northumberland 
and  ll'estmoreland  Counties. 

Eleventh.  All  Olficers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the 
said  fiist  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Northumberland 
County,  to  rank  before  Officers  of  equal  dignity,  in  IVcst- 
moreland County. 

Twelfth.  All'  Officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the 
said  first  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Hestmoreland, 
the  youngest  or  last  made  County  in  this  Province,  to  yield 
up  rank  or  precedence  to  all  Olficers  of  equal  dignity, cho^ 
sen  or  appointed  in  every  other  County  in  this  Province 
before  the  said  first  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid. 

Thirteenth.  Where  Commissions  of  equal  dignity,  in 
different  Counties,  bear  the  same  date,  precedency  to  be 
determined  by  seniority  of  Counties ;  but  where  they  are 
in  the  same  County,  by  the  rank  of  the  Battalion. 

Fourteenth.  The  Colonels  chosen  or  appointed  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  the  District  of  Soulhwark,  and  the 
Townships  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  Moyamensing,  and 
Passyunk,  having  already  determined  their  ranks  with  re- 
spect to  each  other  by  lot,  their  and  the  other  Field-Officeic 
Commissions  \^ill  be  dated  according  to  the  lot  so  drawn 
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Fifteenth.  The  Colonels  chosen  or  appointed  in  every 
Comity,  before  the  said  first  day  of  October,  are  to  deter- 
mine their  rank  with  respect  to  each  other,  where  not 
already  done,  by  lot ;  and  Commissions  for  them  and  their 
respective  Field-Olhccrs  will  be  dated  accordingly. 

Siileenth.  The  Captains  in  every  Battalion  to  determine 
their  rank  in  Biittalion,  where  not  already  settled,  by  lot  ; 
and  their  Conmiis'iions,  with  those  of  their  Lieutenants  and 
I^nsinns,  will  be  dated  accordingly. 

Seventeenth.  All  Officers  chosen  or  appointed  after  the 
said  first  day  of  October,  to  have  their  Commissions  dated 
at  the  time  "of  such  choice  or  appointment,  and  to  take  rank 
according  to  said  dates. 

Eighteenth.  All  Battalions  to  be  completed  as  soon  as 
possible,  and,  except  Battalions  of  Kitlemen,  to  consist  of 
at  least  six  Companies,  of  not  less  than  forty  and  not  more 
than  seventy-six  Privates  each  ;  and  to  have  for  ofhceis 
a  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  two  Majors,  a^Standard- 
Bearer,  Adjutant,  Sergeant-M;ijor,  a  Drum  and  Fife  Major; 
and  the  officers  of  each  Company  to  consist  of  a  Captain, 
two  Lieutenants,  one  or  two  Ensigns,  four  Sergeants,  four 
Corporals,  a  Drummer  and  Filer,  except  the  Light-Infantry 
Companies,  which,  instead  of  two  Lieutenants  and  two 
Ensigns,  are  to  have  four  Lieutenants,  the  two  youngest  of 
which  are  to  rank  as  Ensigns. 

Nineteenth.  All  Battalions  of  Rillemen  shall  consist  of 
at  least  six  Companies,  of  not  less  than  forty  nor  more  than 
fifty-six  Privates  each;  and  have  for  officers  a  Colonel, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  two  Majors  ;  and  the  officers  of 
each  Company  shall  be  a  Captain,  two  First  Lieutenants, 
and  two  Second  Lieutenants,  who  shall  rank  as  Ensigns,  a 
Fifer  or  Horn-Blower,  and  as  many  Sergeants  and  Corpo- 
rals as  may  be  found  necessary — the  Sergeants,  Corporals, 
and  Fifers  or  Horn-Blowers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Field- 
Officers.  Every  officer  and  private  of  a  RiHe  Company 
shall  furnish  himself  with  a  good  rifle  gun,  a  powder-horn, 
a  charger,  a  bullet-screw,  twelve  flints,  a  strong  pouch,  or 
bag,  that  will  hold  four  pounds  of  ball,  and  such  other  ac- 
coutrements as  may  be  proper  for  a  Rifleman. 

Twentieth.  The  Standiud-Bearer  of  each  Battalion  to 
rank  as  eldest  Lieutenant  of  the  ]3attalion. 

Twenty-First.  All  national  distinctions  in  dress  or  name 
to  be  avoided,  it  being  proper  that  we  should  now  be  united, 
in  this  General  Association  for  defending  our  liberties  and 
properties,  under  the  sole  denomination  of  Americetns. 
Twenty- Second.  Ko  Field-Officers  to  have  Companies. 
Tivcnty-Thirtl.  For  the  better  order  and  government  of 
Companies  which  may  be  raised  after  the  completion  of  the 
several  Battalions  already  formed  in  the  City  and  Coun- 
ties, such  Companies  are  not  to  be  admitted  as  indejiendent, 
hut  are  to  be  annexed  to  the  most  convenient  Battalion, 
until  a  sullicient  number  of  Companies  are  raised  to  form 
a  new  Battalion  ;  and  no  number  of  Associators  aie  to  be 
considered  as  a  Company,  unless  they  consist  of  at  least 
forty  Privates;  but  it  is  recommended  that,  till  that  num- 
ber be  completed,  the  Associators  join  the  most  convenient 
Company,  exercise  and  do  duty  with  such  Company. 

Tieenty-Fonrth.  All  Battalions  now  formed,  as  well  as 
those  hereafter  to  be  formed,  are  desired  to  make  the  ne- 
cessary returns  of  their  Officers,  with  their  respective  ranks, 
to  the  Committee  of  their  County,  and  the  Committees  are 
de.-ired  to  certify  such  returns,  with  the  respective  rank  of 
each  Battalion  in  their  County,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
that  Commissions  may  be  issued  immediately  for  every 
OHicer,  in  conformity  with  these  Rules. 

Tivcniy- Fifth.  Every  Associator,  except  Riflemen,  is 
required  to  furnish  himself  with  a  gooil  and  sufficient  fire- 
lock, fit  for  actual  service,  a  l)ayoiiet  fiited  thereto,  steel 
ramrod,  worm,  [iriming-wire  and  lirush,  a  cartridge-box  that 
will  contain  twenty-three  rounds  of  caitridges,  twelve  flints, 
a  knapsack,  a  suflicient  powder-horn,  and  a  pouch  at  the 
bottom  of  his  cartridge-box,  or  a  strong  hag,  that  will  hold 
four  pounds  of  ball. 

Twenty-Sixth.  The  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  the 
several  Counties  within  this  Province  shall  deliver  the  fire- 
locks, bayonets,  cartridge-boxes,  and  knapsacks,  directed 
to  bo  provided  by  the  resolutions  of  the  late  House  of  As- 
sembly, to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  several  Bat- 
talions in  their  respective  Counties,  in  due  proportions, 
accnrdini;  to  the  number  of  men  in  each  Battalion,  for  the 
U5C  of  such  Associators,  in  their  Battalions,  as  are  unable  to 


supply  themselves,  taking  receipts  for  the  same,  which  they 
shall  immediately  transmit  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  first 
having  entered  the  accounts  of  the  same  in  their  respective 
minute  books  ;  and  the  said  Commanding  Officers  shall  be 
accountable  for  the  delivery  of  such  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments, unless  lost  in  actual  service,  whenever  they  shall  be 
called  upon  by  the  Assembly  or  Committee  of  Safety. 

Twenty-Seventh.  Every  Associator  is  required  to  attend 
constantly,  with  his  arms  and  accoutrements  in  good  order, 
on  the  last  31onrlay\n  the  month  of  February,  the  two  last 
Mondays  in  the  month  of  March,  the  three  last  Mondays 
in  the  month  o(  April,  the  four  Mondays  in  the  month  of 
May,  the  two  first  Mondays  in  the  month  of /iHie,  the  last 
Monday  in  the  month  of  July,  the  three  first  Mondays  in 
the  month  of  August, \he  three  last  Mondays  in  the  month 
of  September,  and  the  second  Monday  in  the  month  of 
October,  at  the  places  appointed  by  their  Commanding 
OllJcers,  to  be  trained  and  exercised  in  Companies  or  Bat- 
talions, as  the  officeis  shall  direct. 

And  it  is  also  lecommended  to  such  Associators  as  are 
not  sufficiently  expert  in  the  exercise  to  meet  as  fiequently 
as  they  conveniently  can,  at  other  times,  to  perfect  them- 
selves in  the  same.  It  is  also  directed,  that  the  Com- 
manding Officers,  respectively,  shall  give  due  notice  to  the 
Associators  of  the  places  and  hours  of  meeting,  either  in 
Companies  or  Battalion  ;  and  if  the  Associators  are  pre- 
vented from  meeting  on  any  of  the  days  herein  appointed, 
by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  they  are  to  meet  on 
the  next  fair  day. 

Tieenty-Eighlh.  iS'o  Company  or  a  Battalion  shall  meet 
at  a  tavern  on  any  ol  the  days  of  exercise,  nor  shall  march 
to  any  tavern  before  they  are  discharged. 

Twenty-Ninth.  The  Associators,  on  days  of  exercise, 
may  be  detained,  under  arms,  on  duty  in  the  field,  any 
time  not  exceeding  six  hours,  provided  they  are  not  kept 
above  three  hours  under  arms  at  any  one  time,  without 
allowing  them  a  proper  time  to  refiesh  themselves. 

Thirtieth.  The  Sergeant  or  Clerk  of  any  Company  to 
be  for  this  purpose  appointed  by  the  Captain,  Lieutenants, 
and  Ensigns  of  the  Company,  is  required,  at  the  end  of 
one  hour  after  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Company  or  Battalion,  to  call  over  the  INIuster-Roll  of  the 
Company,  noting  those  who  are  absent,  and  that  day  to 
make  return,  in  writing,  to  the  Captain,  of  such  absentees ; 
and  all  persons  so  absent  at  the  time  of  calling  over  the 
Roll  are  to  be  liable  to  the  fines  hereafter  mentioned  in 
the  Articles  for  non-attendance. 

Thirty-First.  The  Captain  of  every  Company,  as  soon 
as  he  is  supplied  by  the  publick  with  powder  and  lead 
for  the  purpose,  is  to  take  especial  care  that  twenf3-three 
rounds  of  Cartridges  are  properly  made  up  and  suited  to 
the  bore  of  each  firelock,  respectively,  belonging  to  his 
Company,  and  shall  keep  all  the  Cartridges  that  are  so 
made  up  in  some  dry  and  convenient  place,  with  the  name 
of  the  ]irivate  affixed  for  whose  firelock  they  are  fitted, 
ready  to  be  delivered  out  when  occasion  requires. 

Thirty- Second.  Adjutants,  Drummers,  and  Fifers,  shall 
receive  the  following  Pay  for  every  day  of  service  thev 
attend  their  respective  Battalions  or  Companies  by  order 
of  the  Commanding  Officer:  An  Adjutant,  seven  Shil- 
lings and  six  Pence;  a  Drummer,  thi-ee  Shillings;  a  Fifer, 
three  Shillings.  The  Drum-Major  and  Fife-i\Iajor  of  every 
Battalion  shall  receive  each  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifieen 
Shillings  |ier  week,  and  be  continued  in  pay  as  long  as 
the  Colonels  of  the  several  Battalions  shall  think  neces- 
sary; and  it  is  required  that  such  Drum-Majors  and  Fife- 
Majors,  when  not  in  service  on  days  of  exercise,  shall  be 
dihgcntly  employed  in  instructing  a  proper  number  of  per- 
sons for  Drummers  and  Fifers  of  the  several  Battalions. 

Thirty-Third.  All  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, when  employed  on  military  watch  and  ward,  or 
when  called  into  actual  service,  in  case  of  an  invasion  or 
insurrection,  or  imminent  danger  of  either;  by  this  House 
of  Assembly,  or,  in  their  recess,  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  shall,  while  on  such  watch  or  in  such  service,  be 
entitled  to  and  receive  the  same  pay  that  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers  of  the  Continental  Troops  receive. 

Thirty-Fourth.  If  any  Officer  or  Soldier,  not  labouring 
under  any  infirmity  incapacitating  him  to  serve,  shall,  when 
so  called  into  actual  service,  refuse  to  appear  and  march, 
wiili   his  arms,  ammunition,  and   accouti-ements,  or  shall 
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depart  without  leave  olthe  Comiiiaiulin^  Oliicer,  be  sliall 
be  held  up  to  the  publick  as  a  coward  and  a  betrayer  of 
liis  Country. 

Thirty-Fifth.  If  any  Associator  so  called  into  actual 
service  shall  leave  a  family  not  of  ability  to  maintain  them- 
selves in  his  absence,  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  City 
or  County,  and  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  City, 
Township,  or  District,  respectively,  shall  immediately  make 
jM'ovision  ibr  the  maintenance  of  such  family. 

Thirty-Siith.  When  any  of  the  Associators  shall  be  so 
called  into  actual  service,  the  Conunissioners  of  the  re- 
spective Counties,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  immediately 
provide  such  Carriages  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  ac- 
commodation, at  the  expense  of  the  publick. 

Thirty-Seventh.  As  there  may  happen  occasions  where- 
in it  may  be  necessary  to  call  out  a  part  of  the  Associators 
to  actual,  though  temporary  service,  and  not  the  whole 
body,  and  it  would  be  inconvenient  and  burdensome,  if, 
upon  every  alarm,  where  the  assistance  of  part  only  may 
be  wanted,  the  whole  should  come  together,  or  any  much 
greater  number  than  the  occasion  re(|uired,  it  is  recom- 
mended, that  orders  may  issue  from  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  to  the  Colonels,  either  to  march  their  whole  Batta- 
lions, or  to  send  to  an  appointed  rendezvous  one  or  more 
Companies,  as  they  may  be  wanted,  according  to  the  re- 
spective rank  of  the  Companies,  each  Company  serving 
on  such  calls  in  its  turn,  and  for  such  proportion  of  time  as 
shall  make  the  burden  nearly  equal;  and  if  the  Associa- 
tors who  are  called  forth  are  not  all  provided  with  good 
Anns,  it  is  recommended  to  those  who  have  such,  and  are 
not  called  out,  to  lend  the  same  for  that  occasion,  at  the 
risk  of  the  publick. 

Thirty- Eighth.  The  Field-Olllcers  of  every  Battalion 
shall  appoint  some  person  in  each  Company  of  their  re- 
specti\e  Battalions  in  whom  they  can  confide,  and  the 
OtHcers  in  every  Troop  of  Horse  and  Company  of  Artil- 
lery shall,  in  like  manner,  choose  some  [lerson  in  their 
Troop  or  Company,  respectively,  whose  names  shall  be 
returned  by  the  said  Officers,  respectively,  to  the  County 
Treasurers  for  the  Provincial  taxes  in  their  several  Coun- 
ties ;  which  persons  so  appointed  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
collect  all  fines  incurred  by  the  Associators  in  their  Com- 
panies for  non-attendance,  and  shall  severally  pay  the  same 
to  the  said  County  Treasurers,  res|)ectively,  first  deducting 
a  commission  of  five  per  centum  for  their  trouble,  which 
said  County  Treasurers,  respectively,  shall  pay  the  same 
to  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  after  deducting  a  conmiission 
of  one  per  centum  for  their  trouble;  and  the  said  Michael 
Hillegas  having  exchanged  the  said  money,  in  which  such 
fines  shall  be  so  paid,  into  bills  of  credit  of  this  l-'rovlnce, 
emitted  by  this  or  the  late  House  of  Assembly,  after  de- 
ducting five  Shillings  for  every  hundred  Pounds  for  his 
trouble,  shall  deliver  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  Assembly  appointed  to  audit  and  settle  the  pub- 
lick accoimts,  to  be  by  them  burnt,  sunk,  and  destroyed, 
in  abatement  of  the  taxes.  It  is  directed  that  the  said 
Collectors  shall  account  with  the  officers  who'scvcrally  a|i- 
pointed  them,  as  often  as  such  officers  shall  re([uire  them 
so  to  do;  and  the  said  oflicers  shall,  in  due  time,  transmit 
the  accounts  of  the  said  Collectors  to  the  rcs|)cctive  Coun- 
tv  Treasurers  for  the  Provincial  tuxes. 

Lastly.  This  House  having  drawn  up  the  following  Ar- 
ticles of  Agreement  for  all  the  Associators  in  the  Province, 
they  do  earnestly  recommend  the  same  to  be  adopted, 
signed,  and  agreed  to  by  all  the  said  Associators,  in  order 
tliat  one  general  system  may  prevail  in  rciinsy.'vania. 

Articles  of  Association  in  Pknnsvlva.ma. 

We,  the  Ollicers  and  Soldiers  engaged  in  the  present 
Association  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty,  being  fully 
sensible  that  the  strength  and  security  of  any  body  of  men 
acting  together  consists  in  just  regularity,  due  subordina- 
tion,"and  exact  obedience  to  connnand,  without  which  no 
individual  can  have  that  confidence  in  the  support  of  those 
about  him  that  is  so  necessary  to  give  firmness  and  resolu- 
tion to  the  whole,  do  voluntarily  and  freely,  after  consider- 
ation of  the  following  articles,  adopt  the  same  as  the  rules 
and  regulations  by  which  we  agree  and  resolve  to  be  go- 
verned in  all  our  military  concerns  and  operations,  until 
the  same,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  changed  or  dissolved 
by  the  Assemlily  of  this  Province,  or  a  ha|)py  reconcilia- 


tion shall  take  place  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Co- 
lonies. 

First.  If  any  OiKcer  make  use  of  any  profane  oath  or 
execration,  when  on  duty,  he  sliall  foifeit  and  pay  for  each 
and  every  such  olfence  the  sum  of  five  Shillings;  and  if  a 
Non-Commissioned  Oflicer  or  Soldier  be  thus  guilty  of 
cursing  or  swearing,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  and 
every  such  offence  the  sum  of  one  Shilling. 

Second.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier  who  shall  refuse  to  obey 
the  lawful  orders  of  his  superior  Officer,  may  be  suspended 
irom  doing  duty  on  that  day,  and  shall,  upon  being  con- 
victed thereof  before  a  Regimental  Court  of  Associators, 
make  such  concessions  as  said  Court  shall  direct. 

Third.  Any  Olficer  or  Soldier  who  shall  begin,  excite, 
cause,  join  in,  or  promote  any  disturbance  in  the  Battalion, 
Troop,  or  Conijjany  to  which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other 
Battalion,  Troop,  or  Company,  shall  be  fined  or  censured, 
according  to  the  natuie  of  the  offence,  by  the  judgment  of 
a  General  or  Regimental  Court  of  Associators. 

Fourth.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier  who  shall  strike  his 
superior  Officer,  or  draw,  or  offer  to  draw,  or  shall  lift  up 
any  weapon,  or  offer  any  violence  against  him,  being  in 
the  execution  of  his  office,  shall,  upon  a  conviction  before 
a  General  or  Regimental  Court  of  Associators,  be  dismiss- 
ed, and  shall  be  deemed  to  be  thereby  disgraced  as  un- 
worthy the  company  of  freemen. 

Fifth.  Any  Commanding  or  other  Officer  who  shall 
strike  any  Associator,  when  on  duty,  shall,  upon  conviction 
before  a  General  Court  of  Associators,  suffer  such  punisli- 
inent  as  the  said  Court  shall  indict. 

Sixth.  Any  Oflicer  or  Soldier  who  shall  make  use  of 
insolent,  provoking,  or  indecent  language,  while  on  duty, 
shall  sutler  such  censure  or  fine  as  shall  be  inflicted  by  a 
General  or  Regimental  Court  of  Associators,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  oflence. 

Seventh.  If  any  Oflicer  or  Soldier  shall  think  himself 
injured  by  his  Colonel  or  the  Command mg  Officer  of  the 
Battalion,  and  shall,  upon  due  application  made  to  him,  be 
refused  redress,  he  may  complain  to  the  General  or  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Vennsylvania  Associators,  or  to  the 
Colonel  of  any  other  Battalion,  who  shall  smiimon  a  Gen- 
eral Court  of  Associators,  that  justice  may  be  done. 

Eighth.  If  any  inferior  Oflicer  or  Soldier  shall  think 
himself  injured  by  his  Captain,  or  other  superior  Officer 
in  the  Battalion,  Troop,  or  Company  to  which  he  belongs, 
he  may  complain  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  (he  Bat- 
talion, who  shall  summon  a  Regimental  Court  of  Associa- 
tors, for  the  doing  justice,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
case. 

jSinth.  No  Oflicer,  .\on-Commissioned  Oflicer,  or  Sol- 
dier, shall  fail  of  re|)airing,  with  his  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments, on  any  of  the  days  ap|)oinled  by  the  Assembly  f(;r 
exercising,  to  the  place  of  [larade  or  other  rendezvous  ap- 
pointed by  the  Commanding  Officer,  if  not  prevented  by 
sickness  or  some  other  evident  necessity,  or  shall  go  from 
the  place  of  parade  or  rendezvous,  without  leave  from  the 
Commanding  Olficer,  before  he  shall  be  regularly  dismiss- 
ed, on  ])enalty  of  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence. 

Tenth.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier  found  drunk,  when  un- 
der arms,  shall  be  suspended  from  doing  duty  in  the  Bat- 
talion, Company,  or  Troop,  on  that  day,  and  be  fined  or 
censured,  at  the  discretion  of  a  General  or  Regimental 
Court  of  Associators. 

Eleventh.  Whatever  Senlinel  shall  be  found  sleeping  or 
drunk  on  his  post,  or  shall  leave  it  before  he  is  regularly 
relieved,  shall  suffer  such  penalty  or  disgrace  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  a  Regimental  Court  of  Associators. 

Twelfth.  Whatever  Commissioned  Officer  shall  be  con- 
victed, before  a  General  Court  of  Associators,  of  behaving 
in  a  scandalous  or  infamous  manner,  imbecoming  the  cha- 
racter of  an  Oflicer  and  a  Gentleman,  shall  be  dismissed 
from  the  Association  with  disgrace. 

Thirteenth.  Every  iVon-(_'oinmissioned  Officer  or  Sol- 
dier who  shall  be  convicted  at  a  Regimental  Court  of  As- 
sociators of  having  sold,  carelessly  lost,  wilfully  spoiled 
or  wasted,  or  of  having  offered  for  sale  any  Ammunition, 
Arms,  or  Accoutrements,  belonging  to  tliis  Province,  shall 
be  dismissed  bis  Battalion,  Troop,  or  Company,  as  an  un- 
worthy member,  and  be  prosecuted  as  the  law  directs. 

Fourteenth.  All  disorders  and  neglects  which  Officers 
or  SoUlieis  may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  good 
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Older  and  militaiy  discipline  of  the  Association  of  this  Co- 
lony, are  to  be  taken  cognizance  of  by  a  General  or  Regi- 
mental Court  of  Associators,  according  to  the  nature  and 
detfree  of  the  offence  ;  and  such  Officers  or  Soldiers  shall 
be°fined  or  censured,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court. 

Fifteenth.  That  on  the  first  meeting  of  every  Com- 
tninv,  after  subscribing  these  Articles  of  Association,  and 
from  thence  forward  on  the  first  meeting  of  every  Com- 
pany after  the  last  Monday  in  Fcbruanj,  annually,  there 
shall  be  chosen  by  the  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and 
Privates,  out  of  eacii  Company  in  the  respective  Batta- 
lions, two  persons,  who  are  entitled  to  vote  for  Members 
of  Assembly,  whose  duty  and  office  shall  be,  for  the  year 
following,  to  sit  and  join  with  the  Officers  in  Courts  of  As- 
sociation, which  persons  so  chosen  shall  be  siyled  Court 
Associators. 

sixteenth.  Every  General  Court  of  Associators  shall 
consist  of  thirteen  members,  six  of  whom  shall  be  Com- 
missioned Officers,  under  the  rank  of  a  Field-Officer,  and 
six  Court  Associators,  who  shall  be  drawn  by  lot  out  of 
the  whole  number  for  the  Battalion  ;  and  these  twelve  are 
to  choose  a  President,  who  shall  be  a  Field-Officer,  and 
have  a  casting  voice. 

Seventeenth.  Every  Regimental  Court  of  Associators 
shall  be  composed  of  seven  members:  three  Officers,  three 
Court  Associators,  and  a  President,  who  is  to  be  a  Cap- 
tain, and  to  be  chosen  by  the  six,  and  also  to  have  a  cast- 
ing voice. 

Eighteenth.  In  all  Courts  of  Associators  not  less  than 
two-thirds  of  the  members  must  agree  in  every  sentence 
for  inflicting  penalties  or  for  disgracing  any  Associator; 
otherwise  he  shall  be  acquitted. 

Nineteenth.  The  President  of  each  and  every  Court  of 
Associators,  whether  General  or  Regimental,  shall  require 
all  witnesses,  in  order  to  the  trial  of  offenders,  to  declare, 
on  oath  or  alKrmation,  that  the  evidence  they  shall  give  is 
tlie  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth  ;  and 
tlie  members  of  all  Courts  of  Associators  shall  take  an 
oath  or  affirmation,  which  the  President  is  required  to 
administer  to  the  other  members,  and  the  next  in  rank  is 
required  to  administer  to  him,  that  they  will  give  judgment 
with  impartiality. 

Ticcntictli.  All  Non-Commissioned  Officers,  Drummers, 
Filers,  or  others,  that  shall  be  employed  and  receive  pay 
in  any  of  the  Battalions,  Companies,  or  Troops,  shall  sub- 
scribe these  Rules  and  Regulations,  and  be  subject  to  such 
fines,  to  be  deducted  from  their  pay,  and  to  such  penal- 
ties as  a  Regimental  Court  of  Associators  shall  think  pro- 
per, upon  being  convicted  of  having  transgressed  any  of 
these  Regulations. 

Twenty-First .  All  Associators  called  as  witnesses  in 
any  case  before  a  Court  of  Associators,  who  shall  refuse  to 
attend  and  give  evidence,  shall  be  censured  or  fined,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court. 

Tu-eiiti/- Second.  No  Officer  or  Soldier,  being  charged 
with  transgressing  these  Rules,  shall  be  suffered  to  do 
duty  in  the  Battalion,  Company,  or  Troop  to  which  he 
belongs,  until  he  has  had  his  trial  by  a  Court  of  Associa- 
tors ;  and  every  person  so  charged  shall  be  tried  as  soon 
as  a  Court  of  Associators  can  be  conveniently  assembled. 

Twenty-Third.  The  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  every 
Company  of  Artillery,  or  other  Company,  Troop,  or  par- 
ly, that  is  or  shall  be  annexed  to  any  Battalion,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  command  of  the  Colonel  or  Commanding 
Officer  of  said  Battalion  ;  and  the  Officers  shall  sit  as 
members  of  Courts  of  Associators,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  Officers  of  any  other  Company. 

Tu'cnty- Fourth.  No  penalty  shall  be  inflicted,  at  the 
discretion  of  a  Court  of  Associators,  other  than  degrading, 
cashiering,  or  fining ;  the  fines  for  the  Officers  not  to  ex- 
ceed three  Pounds,  and  the  fine  for  a  Non-Commissioned 
Olficer  or  Soldier  not  to  exceed  twelve  Sliillin"s  for  one 
fault. 

Twenty-Fifth.  The  Field-Ollicers  of  each  and  every 
Battalion  shall  appoint  a  person  in  every  Company  to  re- 
ceive such  fines  as  may  arise  within  the  same,  for  breach 
of  any  of  these  Articles,  (except  for  non-attendance;)  and 
the  Commissioned  Officers  of  the  Company  shall,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Field-Officers,  direct  those  fines  to  be 
applied  to  the  relief  of  the  necessiious  Soldiers  belonging 
to  that  Comprui}'.  and  the  overjikis,  if  anv,  to  other  neces- 


sary expenses  of  the  Company;  and  such  person  shall  ac- 
count with  the  Field-Offieers,  as  often  as  required,  ^or  all 
such  fines  received,  and  the  application  thereof. 

Twenty-Sixth.  The  General  or  Commander-in-Chief  of 
this  Association  for  the  time  being  shall  have  full  power  of 
pardoning  or  mitigating  any  censures  or  penalties  ordered 
to  be  inflicted  for  the  breach  of  any  of  these  Articles,  by  any 
General  Court  of  Associators;  and  every  offender,  con- 
victed as  aforesaid,  by  any  Regimental  Court  of  Associators, 
may  be  pardoned,  or  have  his  penalties  mitigated,  by  the 
Colonel  or  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Battalion,  except- 
ing only  where  such  censures  or  penalties  are  directed  as 
satisfaction  for  injuries  received  by  one  officer  or  soldier 
from  another. 

Twenty-Seventh.  Any  Officer,  Non-Commissioned  Offi- 
cer, or  other  person,  who,  having  subscribed  these  Articles, 
shall  refuse  to  make  such  concessions,  pay  such  fines,  or  in 
any  other  matter  refuse  to  comply  with  the  judgment  of 
any  Court  of  Associators,  shall  be  dismissed  the  service, 
and  returned  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  County,  who 
shall  charge  and  proceed  against  him  as  a  Non-Associator, 
and  he  shall  further  be  deemed  unfriendly  to  the  liberties 
of  America. 

Tiventy- Eighth.  Upon  the  determination  of  any  point 
by  a  Regimental  Court  of  Associators,  if  the  officer  or  sol- 
dier concerned  on  either  side  thinks  himself  siill  aggrieved, 
he  may  appeal  to  a  General  Court  of  Associators ;  but  if, 
upon  a  second  hearing,  the  appeal  appears  groundless  and 
vexatious,  the  person  so  appealing  shall  be  censured,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  said  General  Court. 

Twenty-Ninth.  Upon  the  death,  resignation,  promotion, 
or  other  removal  of  a  Field-Officer,  Standard-Bearer,  or 
Adjutant,  the  officers  of  the  Battalion  shall  choose  a  per- 
son in  his  place  ;  and  upon  the  death,  resignation,  promo- 
tion, or  other  removal  of  an  Officer  or  Coui't  Associator, 
from  a  Troop  or  Company,  such  vacancy  is  to  be  filled  by 
the  person  such  Troop  or  Company  shall  elect. 

Thirtieth.  No  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  be  tried  a  second 
time  for  the  same  oftisnce,  except  in  case  of  appeal. 

Thirty-First.  All  Officers  and  Soldiers,  of  every  Bat- 
talion, Troop,  Company,  or  party  of  Associators,  who  sliall 
be  called  by  the  Assembly,  or  Committee  of  Safety  in  re- 
cess of  Assembly,  into  actual  service,  shall  be  subject  to 
all  the  Rules  and  Articles  already  made  by  the  honour- 
able Congress,  for  the  government  of  the  Continental 
Troops. 

Thirty-Second.  No  Commissioned,  Non-Commissioned 
Officer,  or  Private,  shall  withdraw  himself  from  the  Com- 
pany to  which  he  belongs,  without  a  discharge  from  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  Battalion  ;  nor  shall  such  per- 
son be  received  into  any  other  Company,  without  such 
discharge. 

In  testimony  of  our  approbation  and  consent  to  be  gov- 
erned by  these  Regulations,  which  have  been  deliberately 
read  to  or  carefully  perused  by  us,  we  have  hereunto  set 
our  hands. 

Resolutions  directing  the  mode  of  levying  Taxes  on  Non- 
Associators  in  Pennsylvania. 

First.  The  Assessors  of  the  several  Townships,  Bo- 
roughs, Wards,  and  Districts,  within  this  Province,  are 
required,  on  or  before  the  twenty-fiffh  day  of  March  next 
ensuing,  to  make  in  writing  and  deliver  an  exact  list  of  the 
names  and  surnames  of  every  male  white  person,  capable 
of  bearing  arms,  between  tlie  ages  of  sixteen  and  fiffy 
years,  (ministers  of  the  gospel  of  all  denominations,  and 
servants  purchased  bona  fide  and  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion, only  excepted,)  residing  in  such  Township,  Borough. 
Ward,  or  District,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  County 
chosen  by  virtue  of  the  Act  for  raising  of  County  Rates 
and  Levies. 

Second.  If  any  Assessor  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pei- 
form  the  duty  aforesaid,  the  Commissioners  of  the  respect- 
ive Counties,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  required  and 
enjoined  to  fine  him  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  ten  Pounds, 
unless  such  Assessor's  refusal  proceeds  from  conscientious 
motives:  and  such  fine  shall  be  levied  and  recovered  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  directed  by  the  laws  of  this  Province  for 
levying  and  recovering  fines  imposed  on  Assessors  refusing 
or  neglecting  to  perform  the  duties  therein  required  of 
them,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  respective  County 
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Treasurers,  to  be  by  them  delivered  to  the  same  person 
and  applied  to  the  same  use  as  the  other  moneys  directed 
to  be  levied  by  the  Resolves  of  this  House. 

Third.  The  Commissioners  of  the  respective  Counties, 
or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to 
appoint  some  proper  person  to  make  out  the  list  aforesaid, 
in  the  place  of  the  Assessor  so  refusing  or  neglecting; 
which  person,  so  appointed,  shall  make  out  and  return  such 
list  to  the  Commissioners,  on  or  befoie  the  first  day  oi'  May 
next  ensuing. 

Fourth.  Every  Assessor,  or  person  appointed  in  his  place 
as  aforesaid,  shall,  before  he  begins  to  make  out  the  lists 
aforesaid,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  which  any  magistrate 
of  the  County  is  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  adminis- 
ter, without  fee  or  reward  :  "  That  he  will  go  to  the  place 
or  places  of  abode  of  all  and  every  person  and  persons 
residing  w'ithin  his  Township,  Borough,  Ward,  or  District, 
and  make  a  faithful  and  diligent  inquiry  of,  and  endeavour, 
by  all  other  lawful  ways  and  means  in  his  power,  to  pro- 
cure a  true  and  exact  account  and  list  of  the  names  and 
surnames  of  all  male  white  persons  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
who  are  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty  years,  residing 
within  his  Township,  Borough,  Ward,  or  District,  and  will 
make  a  return  of  such  account  or  list  (if  an  Assessor)  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  County,  respectively,  in  which  he 
resides,  on  or  before  the  25th  day  o[  March  next  ensuing, 
or  (if  a  person  appointed  in  the  place  of  an  Assessor)  on  or 
before  tlie  first  day  oi  May  next  ensuing." 

Fifth.  Every  Assessor,  or  other  person  appointed  and 
acting  in  the  place  of  an  Assessor,  as  aforesaid,  shall  receive, 
for  his  trouble  in  making  out  and  returning  such  lists,  the 
sum  of  four  Shillings  for  every  day  he  shall  be  employed 
in  that  service. 

Siith.  If  any  dispute  shall  arise  concerning  the  age  of 
any  Non-Associator,  the  same  shall  be  determined  before 
the  Commissioners  of  the  County,  or  any  two  of  them,  by 
oath  or  affirmation  of  the  person  whose  age  is  in  question, 
ivhich  oath  or  affirmation  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any 
of  them,  are  hereby  required  to  administer,  or  by  any  other 
proper  evidence. 

Seventh.  The  Captains  of  every  Company  are  required 
and  enjoined,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  March  next 
ensuing,  to  deliver,  under  his  hand,  to  the  Colonel  of  the 
Battalion  to  which  he  belongs,  a  copy  of  the  Articles  of 
Association,  signed  by  the  Associators  of  his  Company, 
therein  mentioning  the  County,  and  the  Township,  Bo- 
rough, Ward,  or  District,  in  which  each  of  the  said  Asso- 
ciators resides,  which  the  Colonel  shall  carefully  keep,  and 
therefrom  shall  immediately  make  out,  and  return  on  or 
before  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  same  month,  a  fair  dupli- 
cate, to  the  Commissioners,  aforesaid,  of  the  respective 
Counties  in  which  the  said  Associators  respeclivelv  re- 
side. 

Eighth.  The  said  Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them, 
are  required,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next  ensu- 
ing, to  meet  together,  and  cause  their  clerks  to  make  out 
fair  lists  of  the  names  and  surnames  of  all  persons  men- 
tioned in  the  duplicates  returned  to  them  as  aforesaid,  with 
their  places  of  abode,  who  appear,  by  the  duplicates  re- 
tLU'ned  by  the  Colonels,  not  to  have  signed  the  Articles  of 
Association ;  and  thereupon  the  said  Commissioners  are 
required  to  charge  every  such  person,  not  associating,  over 
and  above  the  rates  and  assessments  set  upon  him  by  vir- 
tue of  the  laws  of  this  Province,  the  sum  of  two  Pounds, 
ten  ShiUings,  on  the  lists  made  out  by  their  orde]',  as  afore- 
said. 

JSinth.  If  any  person  charged  by  the  Commissioners  as 
a  Non-Associator  shall,  at  the  day  of  appeal,  jiroduce  to 
the  Commissioners  a  certificate  from  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  any  Battalion,  Troop  of  Horse,  or  Company  of  Ar- 
tillery, that  he  has  become  an  Associator  in  such  Battalion, 
Troop,  or  Company,  the  Commissioners,  or  any  two  of 
them,  shall  make  an  allowance  in  favour  of  such  person,  of 
two  Shillings  and  six  Pence  for  each  of  the  days  of  exer- 
cise appointed  by  this  House,  after  such  person  became  an 
Associator,  on  which  he  attended  his  Battalion,  Troop,  or 
Company,  or  has  been  fined  for  non-attendance. 

Tenth.  If  any  person  charged  by  the  Commissioners  as 
a  Non-Associator  shall  die  before  the  day  of  appeal,  or  if, 
before  that  day,  an  accommodation  shall  be  made  between 
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Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  and,  in 
consequence  thereof,  the  Military  Association  in  this  Pro- 
vince shall  be  dissolved  ;  in  either  of  those  cases  the  Com- 
missioners, or  any  two  of  them,  shall  make  an  abatement 
in  the  assessment  charged  as  aforesaid,  of  two  Shillings  and 
six  Pence  for  each  of  the  days  of  exercise  aforesaid,  after 
the  death  of  such  Non-Associator,  or  the  dissolution  of  the 
Association. 

Eleventh.  If  any  Non-Associator,  or  the  parent,  guar- 
dian, master,  or  mistress  of  any  Non-Associator  between 
the  ages  of  sixteen  and  twenty-one  years,  or  any  other 
Non-Associator,  shall  think  him  or  herself  aggrieved  by 
the  assessment  aforesaid,  he  or  she  may  appeal  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  County  wherein  he  or  she  resides, 
who,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  meet  together  on  the  10th 
day  of  October  next  ensuing,  and  so,  from  day  to  day,  as 
long  as  may  be  necessary,  and  at  such  place  or  places  as  the 
Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  appoint ;  of  which 
days  and  places  of  meeting  they  shall  cause  the  Collectors 
to  give  due  notice  to  the  inhabitants,  and  then  and  there 
the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  hear 
such  appeals  as  may  be  made  to  them,  and  may  discharge 
such  assessment,  or  lower  the  same,  as  to  them,  on  consi- 
deration of  all  circumstances,  shall  appear  just  and  equi- 
table. 

Twelfth.  The  said  Commissioners  of  the  respective 
Counties,  or  any  two  of  them,  within  ten  days  after  hear- 
ing and  determining  the  appeals  made  to  them,  shall  rec- 
tify and  adjust  the  lists  returned  to  them  as  aforesaid,  and 
the  assessments  tliereon,  and  deliver  to  the  Treasurers  of 
the  respective  Counties  a  true  account  of  the  sums  total 
which  every  Collector  shall  be  charged  with  in  pursuance 
of  these  resolves,  and  shall  cause  their  clerks  to  make  out 
and  deliver  fair  duplicates  thereof  to  the  respective  Collec- 
tors of  the  Townships,  Boroughs,  Wards,  and  Districts, 
within  their  respective  Counties,  who  shall  collect  the  said 
sums,  keeping  exact  and  separate  accounts  of  the  sums  so 
charged  on  Non-Associators,  and  shall  pay  the  same  into 
the  hands  of  the  respective  County  Treasurers,  who  shall 
pay  the  same  into  the  hands  o[  Michael  HiUcgas,  Esq.,  to 
be  applied  to  such  jiurposes  as  this  or  any  future  House  of 
Assembly  shall  judge  most  likely  to  promote  the  publick 
welfare;  and  all  persons  shall  be  liable  to  the  payment  of 
the  said  sums  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  Collectors  shall 
have  the  same  powers,  and  shall  jiroceed  in  collecting  and 
levying  the  said  sums,  and  shall  be  accountable  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  directed  by  the  Act  intituled  "  An  Act  for 
raising  of  County  Rates  and  Levies." 

Thirteenth.  The  allowances  to  the  Collectors  of  such 
assessments,  and  to  the  Treasurers,  respectively,  shall  be 
the  same  with  those  appointed  and  directed  in  the  collec- 
tion of  fines  from  Associators  for  non-attendance. 

Fourteenth.  The  Treasurers  of  the  respective  Counties, 
before  they  enter  on  the  duties  hereby  required  of  them, 
shall  give  the  like  security  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their 
office  to  the  Commissioners  of  their  several  Counties,  that 
they  are  now  obliged  by  the  laws  of  this  Province  to  give 
for  the  due  payment  of  Provincial  taxes. 

Fifteenth.  All  and  every  person  and  persons  who  are 
required  or  enjoined  by  these  resolutions,  or  any  of  them, 
to  discharge  or  perform  any  of  the  offices  or  duties  herein 
before  mentioned,  are  hereby  further  earnestly  and  solemnly 
required  and  enjoined,  with  all  diligence  and  fidelity,  stren- 
uously to  exert  themselves  in  discharging  and  performinc; 
such  otilces  and  duties,  and  every  part  thereof,  as  they  re- 
gard the  freedom,  security,  and  happiness  of  their  Coun- 
try. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  procure  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  the  foregoing  "  Rules  and  Regulations  for 
the  better  government  of  the  Military  Association  in  Penn- 
sylvania,'' "The  Articles  of  said  Association,"  and  "The 
Resolutions  directing  the  mode  of  levying  Taxes  on  Non- 
Associaiors  in  Pennsylvania,"  to  be  immediately  printed 
in  the  English  and  Cierman  languages,  and  transmitted  to 
the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  several  Battalions,  and  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  several  Counties  in  this  Pro- 
vince. 

The  House  adjourned  lo  Monday,  ibe  12th  oi  Fehruav; 
next,  at  four  o'clock.  P.  M. 
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PKNNSVLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

.Monday,  October  2,  1775. 

At  a  meeilii!^  ofilie  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Daniel  Hobenlcau,  Bernard 
Dou^r/icrli/,  Robert  Morris,  George  Graij,  John  Caihcal- 
iacle?,  Owen  Biddle. 

Two  Oi-tlei-s,  drawn  tlie  29tli  iilt.,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve 
of  tlie  SGtli,  were  delivered  to  Bernard  Dougherty,  Esq., 
to  forward,  viz:  one  in  favour  of  the  Commissioners  and 
Assessors  oi  Bedford  County,  for  one  hundred  Pounds; 
one  in  favour  of  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  West- 
moreland County,  for  one  hundred  Pounds. 

Mr.  Towers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  delivered 
the  following  articles  to  Mr.  Henry  NenI,  agreeable  to  a 
Resolve  of  the;30th  ult.,  viz:  two  hundred  pounds  of  Gun- 
powder, six  hundred  weight  of  Lead,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  pounds  of  Grape-Shot,  twelve  six  and  foLir  pound 
Round  Shot. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Alciander  Henderson  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  comuiand  of  one  ol'the  Armed  Boats. 

This  day  the  Commissions  of  the  undermentioned  Offi- 
cers, appointed  on  board  the  Armed  Boats,  were  signed  by 
the  President,  and  dated  as  follow,  viz : 

177.'). 
Sipt.  19.  No.  S,  James  Blair,  Captain  of  the  Burlce. 
Sept.  20.  No. ;»,  Richard  Eyres,  Captain  of  the  Camden. 
Sept.  21.  No.  10,  Sam.  Davidson,  Captain  of  the  Warren. 
Sept.  2i.  No.  1 1 ,  .hhn  Moulder,  Captain  of  the  Hancock. 
Oct'r    2.  No.  12,  Alexander  Henderson,  Captain   of  the 

Bnll-Dog. 
Aug.  29.  No.    1 ,  Salhan  /?oyce, Lieut,  of  the  Washington. 
Aug.  :JU.  No.    2,  Robert  Romcroy,  Lieut,  of  the  Bull-^Dug. 
Sept.     1.  No.    3,  Hugh  Montgomery,  Lieut,  of  the  Con- 
gress. 
.Sept.    2.  No.    4,  Thomas  Houston,  h]eul.o( the  Franklin. 
.Scjit.  1.5.  No.    .J,  Gibbs  Jones,  Lieut,  of  the  Ranger. 
Sept.  18.  No.    G,  James  Allen,  Lieut,  of  the  Dickinson. 
Sept.  19.  No.    7,  Jeremiah  Sumious,  Lieut,  of  the  Warrcii. 
Sept.  20.  No.    8,  .Tohn  Chatham,  Lieut,  of  the  Burke. 
Sept.  21.  No.    9,  George  Garland,  Lieut-  of  the  Camden. 
Sept.  2:j.  No.  10,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Lieut,  of  the  Ei- 

perimcnt. 
Sept.  2.3.  No.  11,  Detvid  Fort,  Lieut,  of  the  Hancock. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  this  day  resigned  his  office  as  Lieutenant  un 
board  the  Armed  Boat  Bull-Dog,  in  consequence  of  this 
Board  refusing  to  appoint  him  Commander  of  said  Boat. 

Upon  application  of  Bernard  Dougherty,  Esq.,  for  some 
Ginipowder  for  the  use  o(  Bedford  (,"ounty, 

Resolved,  That  one  hundred  pounds  of  Powder  be  lent 
to  said  County,  for  the  present;  and  when  convenient  this 
Board  will  spare  them  a  larger  quantity. 

An  Order  was  drawn  on  the  Commissary  fur  the  same, 
and  delivered  to  Mr.  Dougherty. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Rtjbcrdeau  and  Mr.  Owen  Rid- 
dle be  requested  to  examine  the  slom  in  which  the  Olli- 
cei-s'  Baggage  was  put  that  came  from  Ireland,  and  report 
the  quantity  that  remains  there. 


.'\l  a  meeting  of  the  Connniltoe  of  Safety  :    Pi-esent — • 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Daniel  Robcrdcau,  Oivcn  Biddle, 
Geor'j:e  Grai/.  Samuel  Morris.  Jun.,  Thomas  Wharton, 
.]uu.J{obcrl'  llhite,  John  Cadwallader,  Bernard  Dough- 
erty. 

Dflivtivd  Captain  Moiitgomiry,  of  the  Vianger,  an  order 
to  nciive  from  liobert  Towers,  (.'ommissary,  one  box  of 
Ainnmniii m  for  an  eighteen-pound  Cannon,  four  pounds 
powder,  twenty  round  (irape-Shot  for  the  Cohorns,  forty 
rounds  of  Cartridges  for  the  Swivels,  and  Shot  in  propor- 
tion lor  the  whole. 

Upon  api)lication  from  the  Continental  Congress  to  know 
if  this  J5oard  had  occasion  for  a  number  of  Carbines  and 
Pistols  they  had  made,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  will  lake  the  .said  Carbines 
and  Pistols,  for  the  use  of  the  Armed  Boats,  provided  they 
are  suitable  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Towers,  Connnissary,  reports  his  haviiig  received 
from  Jarnlj  Boycc  one  hmidred   ajid   seventeen   jiounds  of 


Saltpetre,  which  came  from  the  Committee  of  York  Coun- 
ty. 

^'  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Owen  Biddle  apply  to  George 
Taylor,  Es(j.,  for  one  ton  of  Swivel  Shot,  which  is  to  be 
made  immediately,  and  sent  to  this  City. 

Resolved,  That  John  Webb  be  appointed  a  Lieutenant 
to  one  of  the  Armed  Boats. 

Resolved,  That  John  Hennessay  be  appointed  Lieuten- 
ant on  board  the  Armed  Boat  Ej/ingham,  commanded  by 
Captain  Allen  Moore. 

Major  Rogers  having  lost  the  copy  of  his  Parole  and  Cer- 
tificate, as  furnished  him  the  2.'3d  tdt.,  this  Board,  agreeable 
to  his  desire,  per  Letter  of  the  29lh,  sent  him  this  day,  per 
post,  a  copy  of  the  said  i'arole  and  Certihcate. 

WV-dnr-sday,  October  4,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Coinjiiitlee  of  Safely  :   Present — 

Robert  Morris,  President  pro  tern.,  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, Bernard  Dougherty,  George  Gray,  Andrew  Allen, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  George  Ross,  Daniel  Roberdcau, 
Owen  Biddle. 

Agreeable  to  orders  given  the  Master-at-.\rms  yester- 
day, to  examine  the  Carbines  and  Pistols  oirered  this 
Board  by  the  Congress,  he  reports  that  he  has  examined 
the  said  Arms,  and  finds  them  bad,  and  unfit  for  the  service 
they  were  wanted  for  by  this  Board. 

On  motion,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael  Hillegas, 
Esq.,  Treasurer  to  this  Board,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Owen 
Biddle,  for  one  hundred  Pounds,  and  signed  by  Robert 
Morris,  President  j:^;-o  tern.,  being  for  the  |iayment  of  sun- 
dry articles  bought  by  order  of  this  Board. 

The  Petitions  from  the  Pilots,  presented  to  this  Boaid, 
had  this  day  a  second  reading;  and  having  been  well  con- 
sidered, it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  liiat  their  Petition 
cannot  be  granted. 

This  day  Commissions  were  signed  for  the  undermen- 
tioned gentlemen,  appointed  as  Lieutenants  on  board  the 
Armed  Boats,  and  dated  as  follow  : 

1775. 

Oct.  3.  No.  12, /o/i«  fl'ebb,  Lieut,  of  the  Bull-Dog. 
Oct.  4.  No.  13,  John  Jlennessay,  Lieut,  of  the  Ej/ingham. 

Tliiirs.lay,  Octobers,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present  only 
six  Members — 

Bernard  Dougherty,  George  Gray,  Thomas  Wharton, 
Jun.,  Daniel  Roberdcau,  Owen  Biddle,  Andrew  Allen. 

Friday.  October  6,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :   Present — 

Robert  Morris,  President,  Thomas  IVharton,  Jun., 
Anthony  Wayne,  Daniel  Roberdcau,  Owen  Biddle,  Ber- 
nard Dougherty,  Andrew  Allen,  George  Ross. 

A  ^Varrant  and  Directions  for  John  Ross,  Gentleman, 
was  this  da)  ihawn  up  and  approved  of,  and  is  as  follows: 

'In  Committee  of  Safety. 
"'Jo  John  Ross,  Gentleman: 

"  You  are  hereby  appointed  Mnstei-Master  of  the  Forc(  s 
belonging  to  the  Pennsylvania  Meet,  and  authorized  to 
exercise  all  such  powers  as  may  be  necessary  lor  the  effectual 
discharge  of  the  said  office.  You  are  to  repair  on  board 
and  visit  each  Boat  in  the  Fleet  once  at  least  in  every 
month,  and  oftener  if  occasion  should  require,  or  if  directed 
by  this  Committee.  You  are  there  to  require  the  article 
signed  by  the  boats'  company,  and  carefully  to  call  over  their 
names,  view  each  of  them  separately,  examine  whether 
they  be  actually  fit  for  their  res])ective  duty,  and  see  that 
their  numbers,  conditions,  and  abilities,  agree  with  the  re- 
turns made  by  the  Captains,  and  faithfully  certify  the  same 
on  the  said  returns.  You  are  also  to  compare  all  drafts 
and  orders  made  on  the  Paymaster,  by  the  Captains,  in 
favour  of  the  Officers  and  Privates  belonging  to  the  boats, 
examine  whether  the  time  which  they  have  been  in  the 
service  be  truly  stated,  with  their  ranks,  and  certify  the 
same  accordingly.  And  all  Officers  and  others  belonging 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Fleet  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  and 
rei|uired  at  all  times  to  admit  and  receive  yon  on  board  the 
boat^,  and  sutler  vou  to  proceeil  in  the  duties  above  sneci- 
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fied,  wiihout  hinclerance  or  molestation.     And  for  your  so 

(ioiiii,'  tills  shall  be  your  Warrant." 

A   Warrant  and   Directions  for  John  Maxwell  Ncsliilt, 

Gentleman,  was  this  day  drawn  up  and  ajiprovcd  of,  and  is 

as  follows :  ,,Tr<         •..        /■  t>  r  . 

"i/t  Lomimttcc  of  riajt/i/. 

"To  John  Maxwell  Nesbitt,  Gentleman: 

"  You  are  hereby  appointed  Paymaster  o(  iho  Pennsyl- 
vania Fleet,  and  empowered  to  do  all  such  matters  and 
things  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  execution  of  tlie  said 
odice.  You  are  regularly  to  pay  all  drafts  and  orders 
made  on  you  by  the  Captains  of  the  Armed  Boats,  in 
favour  of  the  OfHcers  and  Privates  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  said  boats,  which  are  properly  certified  by  the 
Muster-]\laster,  having  strict  regard  to  the  rates  fixed  and 
published  by  this  Committee,  for  the  pay  of  the  said  Offi- 
cers and  Privates,  respectively.  Anil  keeping  exact 
accounts  and  receipts  of  all  sums  of  money  by  you  paid 
away,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom,  and  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  disbursed.  And  for  yom-  so  doing 
this  shall  be  your  Warrant.'" 

Mr.  Wharton,  Mr.  BidJlc,  and  .Mr.  Dougherty,  report 
that  they  applied  yesterday  to  the  Commissioner  of  this 
County  for  information  respecting  the  progress  in  making 
the  fifteen  hundred  stand  of  Arms  voted  by  Assembly  for 
the  use  of  this  County,  and  find  that  none  aie  yet  pre- 
pared.    Therefore,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  said  Gentlemen  be  a  Committee  to  wait 
on  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors,  and  inform  them  an 
Order  is  made  out,  and  left  with  the  Clerk  of  this  Board, 
to  be  delivered  them,  on  the  Treasurer,  for  one  thousaml 
five  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  paid  them  as  wanted,  in  order 
to  forward  this  necessary  service  ;  and  that,  if  the  same  be 
neglected,  this  Board  will  think  themselves  in  duty  bound 
to  make  a  representation  thereof  to  Assembly  and  the  pub- 
lick. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  Duniuicke,  a  Gunsmith  now 
employed  in  making  the  Provincial  Muskets  for  Chester 
County,  an  Order  was  given  on  the  Commissary  for  two 
pounds  of  Powder,  to  prove  some  of  them  now  ready. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  attend  Mr.  Duniclckc 
in  proving  the  Muskets  for  Chester  County,  and  furnish 
the  Powder  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  application  be  made  by 
this  Board  to  the  Committee  o{  Lancaster  County,  to  col- 
lect in  the  Provincial  Arms  now  in  that  County,  and  senti 
them  down  to  this  Conmiittee  as  soon  as  possible;  and 
that  Mr.  Owen  Biddle  draw  up  a  I^etter  to  sairl  Commit- 
tee, setting  forth  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  this  mea- 
sure. 

Upon  motion,  it  is  agreed  by  the  Board,  that  an  Officer 
be  appointed  to  receive  the  Indents  from  the  Captains  and 
Ollicers  of  the  Boats,  and  to  procure  the  necessary  articles 
for  fitting  the  Armed  Boats,  as  Ships'  Husbaii(l  for  the 
Fleet.  _ 

Saturdiiy,  (Jctobcr  7,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :   Present — 
Robert  Morris,  President  pro  tern.,  Owen  Biddle,  Ber- 
nard Dougherty,  Thomas  IVharton,  Jun.,  Andrew  Allen, 
Anthony  iVayne,  John  Cadivallader,  Daniel  Roberdeaii, 
George  Gray,  George  Ross. 

John  Morton,  Esq.,  a  Member  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, delivered  to  this  Board  the  following  ResoKe  of  the 

^'°"  =  ''^'^-  .' In  Congress,  OCoIktC,  1775. 

"  On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  several  Provincial  Assemblies  or  Conventions,  and 
Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety,  to  arrest  and  secure 
every  person  in  their  respective  Colonies,  whose  going  at 
large  may  in  their  opinion  endanger  the  safety  of  the  Colo- 
nv  or  the  liberties  of  America. 
'  "  A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes  : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary.''' 

Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  yesterday,  a  Letter  was  this 
da\  wrote  to  the  Committee  of  Lancaster  County,  request- 
ing they  would  collect  and  send  to  this  Board  what  Pro- 
vincial Arms  there  may  be  in  that  County. 

Resolved,  That  James  Roberts,  Pilot,  he  permitted  to 
pilot  down  the  River  anil  Bay  of  Delaware  the  Brig  Char- 


lotte, Capt.  Parker;  and  he  is  warned  by  this  Committee 
to  avoid  going  or  being  taken  on  board  any  jMau-of-War 
or  other  British  Armed  Vessel. 

air.  Dougherty,  Mr.  Wharton,  and  Mr.  Biddle,  report 
that  they  delivered  to  Mr.  Joseph  Fox  the  copy  of  the 
Minute  of  this  Board  of  yesterday,  relative  to  the  making 
of  the  Arms  ordered  by  Assembly,  who  assured  them  that 
he  would  communicate  it  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
and  Assessors,  and  that  he  would  use  his  best  endeavours 
to  promote  that  necessary  business. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Cadivallader  be  desired  to  de- 
liver to  the  Master-at-Arms  what  Muskets,  with  the  Bayo- 
nets, he  can  spare  out  of  a  number  jje  has  ordered  to  be 
made  ;  and  that  this  Board  pay  him  four  Pounds  five  Shil- 
lings for  each,  being  the  price  he  agreed  for. 

On  motion  made  by  Colonel  Wayne,  that  Daniel  Sharp- 
less  should  be  erjiployed  in  making  a  number  of  Fire-Arms, 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  IVayne  request  the  said  Sharp- 
less  to  attend  this  Board  as  soon  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  Master-of-Arms  go  to  the  different 
Smiths  in  and  about  this  City,  who  are  capable  of  making 
Fire-Arms  and  Gun  Locks,  and  desire  them  that  are  out 
of  employ  to  attend  this  Board. 

Colonel  Wayne,  Colonel  Cadwallader,  and  Mr.  Allen, 
are  appointed  a  Committee  to  lay  before  the  Committee  of 
Inspection  and  Observation  for  the  City  and  Liberties  ol" 
Philadelphia  the  Resolve  of  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  of  the  6ih  October,  1775,  delivered  to  this  Board 
by  Mr.  Morton,  and  to  represent  to  them  that  they  had 
received  information  that  certain  persons  had  been  appre- 
hended by  their  Committee,  for  practices  inimical  to  the 
libeities  of  .<Jwt/-/c«,  and  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  this 
Province  ;  and  that  this  Committee  apprehend  it  to  be 
their  duty,  under  the  abo\e  Resolve,  to  take  the  examina- 
tion of  such  persons,  and  to  proceed  to  such  measures  as 
their  offences  require. 

The  above  Committee  reported,  that  they  had  accordingly 
waited  on  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation 
for  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  who  informed 
them  that  they  would  take  the  matter  into  immediate  con- 
sideration, and  acquaint  this  Board  with  the  result. 

Messrs.  Morgan,  Lawrence,  H'ilcocks,  31ease,  and  R. 
Strettle  Jones,  a  Committee  fiom  the  Committee  of  the 
City  and  Liberties,  waited  on  this  Board,  and  delivered 
the  Ibllowing  Resolve,  with  the  papers  therein  mentioned, 
viz: 

"In  Committee,  October  7,  1775. 

"  A  Committee  of  the  General  Conmiittee  of  the  City 
and  Liberties  ol' Philadelphia  deWveved  the  Papers  and 
Letters,  as  follow,  viz  : 

"  1.  A  Deposition  of  Christopher  Carter,  taken  before 
Henry  Hale  Graham,  Esq.,  Chester: 

"2.  A  Paper  relative  to  Doclov  Kearsley's  affair  of  the 
6th  of  September,  under  the  signature  of  Frater  Sf  Soror  : 

"3.  A  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Je7ikin- 
son,  Esq.,  signed,  'A  Friend  to  your  Friend  Coriolaiius,' 
under  cover  to  Thomas  Corbyn,  Holborn,  London : 

"  4.   A  Letter  from  /.  Brooks  to  ]\Ir.  Isaac  Lermitte  : 

"5.  A  Letter  signed  John  Kearsley,  to  Lieutenant  Ro- 
bert Douglas,  Royal  Artillery,  Boston: 

"G.  A  Note  of  residence  of  Drs.  David  and  Paul 
Kearsley. 

"  Small  papers,  viz  : 

"7.  i\o.  1,  relative  to  Messrs.  Bradfords: 

"  8.  No.  '2,  being  du'ections  for  executing  six  Prints  ; 

"  9.   No.  3,  a  Plan  for  subduing  America  : 

"  10.   No.  4,  a  scheme  for  a  private  correspondence; 

'•11.  An  anonymous  Letter,  directed  to  the  Rev.  Thomas 
B.  Chandler,  London : 

"  12.  A  Letter  signed  John  O'DcU,  to  Mi's.  Bullock, 
Bunion  Causeway,  Surry,  near  Westminster. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Papers  this  day  read  in  Commit- 
tee be  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  with  a  state 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  Committee  with  regard  to  Dr. 
Kearsley,  and  Messrs.  L.  Snowden  and/.  Brooks;  and 
that  said  Committee  be  informed  that  we  consider  those 
gentlemen  as  enemies  to  the  liberties  of  America.  Also, 
that  the  Committee  have  not  come  into  any  result  concern- 
ing the  Rev.  Mr.  O-  Uell,  but  have  taken  his  parole  of  honour 
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not  to  leave  this  City  until  dismissed  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety  or  this  Committee. 

"  Ordered,  That  .Messrs.  Morgan,  Laicrtncc,  Jl'ilcocks, 
Mease,  and  R.  Stretth  Jones,  be  a  Committee  for  that  pur- 
pose." 

Ill  consequence  of  said  Papers,  and  the  Resolve  of  the 
Committee  of  the  City  and  Liberties,  this  Board  thought 
proper  to  issue  the  following  Warrant  to  the  Jailer  of  tiiis 
City  to  take  into  custody  and  safely  keep  the  said  Ur.  John 
Kearsleij,  J.  Brooks,  and  Leonard  Snoicden,  viz  : 

"  In  Committee  of  Snfctij. 
"To  Thomas  Dewees,  A'eqjc;-  of  the  Jail  oflheCityand 
County  o_/'Philauelpiiia  : 

"  You  are  hereby  directed  to  receive  into  your  custo- 
dy the  bodies  oi  John  Kenrsleij,  J.  Brooks,  and  Leonard 
Snowdcn,  charged  before  us  with  practices  inimical  to  the 
liberties  of  America,  and  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety 
of  this  Province,  and  them  safely  keep  until  you  shall  re- 
ceive directions  from  this  Committee  for  their  discharge ; 
and  this  shall  be  your  Warrant  for  so  doing. 

"  Robert  Mohhis,  President  pro  tern. 
"William  Govett,  Secretary. 

"Piiil,.(K-li)ljia,  October  7,  1775." 

Sunday,  October  8,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety :   Present — 

Robert  Morris,  President  pro  tcm.,  Owen  Biddle,  Tho- 
mas Wharton,  Jr.,  John  Cadwallader,  George  Ross,  Ber- 
nard Dougherty,  Anthony  Wayne,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  An- 
drew Allen,  Robert  White. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Toivcrs,  Commissary,  immediately 
collect  the  Provincial  Cartridge-Boses,  Belts,  Bayonets, 
&,c.,  that  he  can  find,  and  get  tliem  put  in  proper  order, 
and  report  the  number  and  state  of  them  to  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Peter  Longhe  appointed  Ships' 
Husband. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wharton  and  Colonel  JVayne  be 
a  Committee  to  20  to  the  Carpenters  down  Town,  and  that 
Mr.  Biddle  and  Mr.  Dougherty  be  a  Committee  to  go  to 
the  Carpenters  up  Town,  and  desire  they  would  to-morrow 
morning  assist,  with  all  their  hands,  the  getting  afloat  and 
taking  down  to  Fort-Island  the  INlacliines  from  the  iiloa- 
ccstcr  shore. 

Monday,  Oclolicr  9,  1775. 

;\t  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   Present — ■ 

Robert  Morris,  President  pro  tcm.,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  Owen  Biddle,  Bernard  Dougherty, 
Anthony  Way7ie,  Andrew  Allen,  John  Cadwallader, George 
Ross,  George  Gray. 

Mr.  Wharton,  Colonel  JVayuc,  Rlr.  Biddle,  and  Mr. 
Dougherty,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  yesterday,  report, 
tliat  they  went  to  the  Carpenters  up  and  down  Town,  and 
that  they  have  mustereil  a  number  of  hands,  and  gone 
down  to  Gloucester,  to  assist  floating  the  Machines  for  the 
obstruction  of  tiie  channel. 

In  consequence  of  Christopher  Carter  being  brought  to 
this  City,  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  Li- 
berties, as  a  person  inimical  to  the  libeities  of  .(^mc;/ca, 
Mr.  Owen  Biddle  and  Bernard  Dougherty,  as  members 
of  this  Board,  thought  it  proper  to  grant  the  following 
Warrant,  viz; 

'•  I'liiladrlphi,.,  Octobi-re,  1775. 

"  Mr.  Thomas  Dkwees  : 

You  are  re(|iieste(l  to  keep  in  your  custody  the  body  of 
Christopher  Cttrtcr,  in  a  separate  apartment  from  Messrs. 
Ktarsley,  Snoivden,  and  Brooks,  until  you  can  receive 
further  directions  from  the  Committee  of  Safety;  and  this 
shall  be  your  Warrant  for  so  doing. 

"  Owen  B[|>di.e, 
"Bernard  Doiijiikrtv, 
'^Members  of  the  Committee  of  Safely.'" 
As  it  is  found  necessary  that  each  Boat  sbould  have  Hand- 
cuffs on  board,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  the  Ships'  Husband  procure  six  for  eacii 
of  the  Boats;  and  that  he  apply  to  !\lr.  Robert  Morris, 
who  will  lend  what  lie  has  for  the  good  of  the  service. 

An  Order  was  this  day  drawn  on  Michael  Ilillcgas,  Esq., 
Treasurer  of  this  Board,  for  one  hundred  Pounds,  in  favour 


of  Mr.  J.  M.  Nesbitt,  Paymaster  to  the  people  employed 
on  board  the  Armed  Boats. 

Several  of  the  Captains  of  the  Armed  Boats  attending 
this  Board,  agreeable  to  orders,  had  directions,  as  an  en- 
coui-agcment  of  good  Seamen  to  enter  into  the  service  on 
board  said  Boats,  to  allow  them  such  small  sum  in  advance 
as  a  majority  of  the  Captains  may  agree  on,  over  and  above 
what  is  allowed  them  by  this  Board,  by  the  printed  Pay 
List ;  and  the  Captains  had  a  charge  given  them,  to  push 
on  with  vigour  and  expedition  the  fitting  and  manning  their 
respective  Boats,  so  that  they  may  be  in  readiness  to  oppose 
any  hostile  attacks  at  a  moment's  warning.  At  the  same 
time,  they  were  made  acquainted  that  Ur.  Rush  was  appoint- 
ed Surgeon  and  Physician  to  the  Armed  Boats  ;  that  J.  M. 
Nesbitt  was  appointed  Paymaster;  John  Ross,  Muster- 
master;  and  Captain  Peter  Long,  Ships'  Husband. 

Upon  a|)plication  of  the  Continental  Congress  for  a  quan- 
tity of  Gunpowder,  to  be  lent  them  for  the  use  of  the  .Army 
under  the  command  of  General  Schuyler, 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  lend  the  Congress  twenty 
hundred  Pounds  of  Gunpowder. 

An  Order  was  drawn  accordingly,  for  the  Commissary 
to  deliver  the  same  to  the  order  of  Congress. 

Dr.  John  O'Dell,  in  consequence  of  two  Letters  deli- 
vered this  Board  by  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  Li- 
berties, which  he  had  wrote  to  England,  ajipeared,  agree- 
able to  his  promise  ;  and  this  Board  thought  proper  to  send 
the  said  Letters  to  the  Commiltee  of  Sakty  a{ Nciv-Jerscy. 
And  the  Doctor  gave  his  word  of  honour  to  appear  before 
the  said  Committee  of  Safety,  when  required. 


Tuesday,  October  10,  1775, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

Robert  Morris,  President  ])ro  tcm.,  Anthony  Wayne, 
Thomas  fVharton,  Jr.,  Bernard  Dougherty,  John  Cad- 
wallader, Daniel  Roberdeau,  Owen  Biddle,  Andrew  Al- 
len, George  Gray. 

Delivered  Colonel  Dickinson,  for  the  perusal  of  the 
Continental  Congress — 

A  Paper  relative  to  Dr.  Kcarslcy's  aflair,  of  the  Gth  of 
September,  under  the  signature  of  Fratcr  ^  Soror  : 

A  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Jcnkinson, 
Esq.,  signed,  "  A  Friend  to  your  Friend  Coriolanus :" 

A  Letter  from  J.  Brooks  to  Mr.  Isaac  Lermittc  : 

A  Plan  for  subduing  America. 

Upon  ap])lication  of  Cn\i\Mn  Alexander,  for  some  Pow- 
der to  prove  his  Swivel  Guns,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  the 
Commissary  for  two  Pounds,  for  that  pur|iose. 

Dr.  7?»sA  waited  on  this  Board,  and  informs  that  he  can- 
not find  a  person  that  he  thinks  |iropcr  for  the  station  of 
Surgeon's  Male  on  board  the  Armed  Boats,  and  that  Dr. 
Dufficld  will  act  with  him  as  a  Surgeon  and  Piiysician  ; 
and  that  they  are  content  to  take  the  pay  of  a  Surgeon  and 
Surgeon's  IMate,  between  them,  as  a  sum  for  their  services. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Dufficld  be  appointed  a  Surgeon 
and  Physician  to  the  people  employed  on  board  the  Armed 
Boats,  and  that  he  and  Dr.  Rush,  agreeable  to  their  own 
agreement,  have  each  sixteen  Dollars  per  month,  for  their 
services. 

Captain  John  Moulder,  of  Marcus  Hook,  not  thinking 
himself  capable  of  the  command  of  the  Armed  Boat  he 
was  appointed  to,  this  day  resigned  his  appointment. 

Wednesday,  October  U,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  S^ifety  :   Present — 
Robert  Morris,  President  pro  tcm.,  Thomas  Wharton, 
Jun.,  Ouen  Biddle,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Bernard  Dough- 
erty, John  Cadwallader,  Andrew  Allen,  George  Gray. 

The  following  is  a  List  of  Military  Stores  agreed  to  by 
the  Committee  of  Safety  for  each  of  the  Armed  Boats, 
and  the  Commissary  is  directed  to  ]irovide  each  of  them 
accordingly;  but  if  the  full  (luantity  of  each  article  cannot 
be  obtained,  he  is  to  furnish  each  Boat  an  equal  propor- 
tion of  what  can  be  got.  4  chests  Powder;  30  Round 
Shot ;  10  Double-Headed  Shot :  20  Chain  Shot ;  30  Grape 
Shot;  100  Swivel  Round  Shot;  1.5  stand  Small  Arms; 
I'j  Carlridge-Boxes ;    20  Cutlasses;    10  Pikes;   10  pair 
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Pistols;  300  ISFusket  Cartridges;  20  Pistol  Cartridges; 
500  MusUet  Balls,  loose;  2  Coliorns ;  4  Powder  Horns; 
1  Cartridge  Case;  1  Pouch  Barrel;  4  (Jlieeses  of  Wad; 
some  tanned  Hides  for  the  Magazine. 

Mr.  JVi/nkoop  laid  before  the  Board  the  Returns  of  the 
Associators  and  Non- Assoclators  in  all  the  Townships  of 
the  County  n[  Bucks,  excepting  IJai/cork'Yo\\nsh\p,  with 
their  names;  and,  also,  a  list  of  the  Olilcers  of  the  First 
Battalion  in  the  said  County. 

Resolved,  That  as  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  knowledge 
of  the  passage  through  the  chevaux-de-frise  as  secret  as 
possible,  that  the  ten  following  Pilots  he  the  only  per- 
sons permitted  to  pilot  Vessels  through  the  said  passage, 
and  between  this  City  and  Chester,  viz  :  H'Uliam  Marshall, 
Daniel  Gorton,  John  Schneider,  IViUiain  Molcstcn,  fVil- 
liam  [toss,  James  Roberts,  Nchemiah  Maide,  Joseph  Gam- 
ble, Matlheio  Strong,  Michael  Dawson. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  delivered  Mr. 
Jl'i/nkoop,  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  Board,  in  favour  of  the 
(Jomniissioners  and  Assessors  of  Bucks  County,  drawn  the 
i29th  September,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  26lh,  for 
three  hundi-ed  Pounds. 

Tliurs.liiy,  Octobf-r  \-2,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Piesent — 

Robert  Morris,  Pi'esident  pro  tern.,  John  Cadwallader, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Owen  Biddlc,  George  Gray,  An- 
drew Allen,  Daniel  Roberdcau,  Henry  JVi/nkoop. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Thomas  Moore  be  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  Boat  Hancock. 

Resolved,  In  consequence  of  a  Memorial  from  sundry 
Gentlemen,  a  Committee  of  Northampton  County,  for  a 
(|uantity  of  Gunpowder  and  Lead  for  the  use  of  said  Coun- 
ty, that  they  be  supplied  for  that  purpose  with  two 
hundred  pounds  of  Gunpowder,  and  six  hundred  pounds 
of  Lead,  out  of  the  Magazine  at  Yorktown  :  and  that  an 
Order  be  drawn  on  Michael  Swoope,  Escp,  and  Mr.  John 
Hay,  for  the  same.  That  Mr.  Allen  write  a  Letter  to  the 
Counnittee  of  York  County,  informing  them  of  the  above 
Resolve. 

Mr.  Andrew  Allen  informs  this  13onrd  that  the  Honour- 
able fVilliam  Allen,  Esq.,  generously  gives,  for  the  use  of 
this  Board,  the  half  of  a  quantity  of  Cannon  Shot  belong- 
ing to  himself  and  ftlr.  Turner. 

Mr.  Andrew  Allen  is  desired  to  retui'n  the  thanks  of 
this  Board  to  the  Honourable  IVilliam  Allen,  Es(j.,  for  his 
generous  donation  ;  and  to  purchase  of  Mr.  Turner  his  half 
of  said  Cannon  and  Swivel  Shot. 

Agreeable  to  an  Older  of  the  Board,  directions  for  Peter 
Long,  Gentleman,  as  Ships'  Husband  to  the  Armed  Boats, 
was  this  day  drawn  up,  ajiproved  of,  and  is  as  follows: 
"In  Committee  of  Safety. 
"To  Petf.r  Lono,  Gentleman  : 

"You  aie  hereby  appointed  Ships'  Husband  loilio  Tcnn- 
sylvania  Fleet,  and  empowered  to  do  all  such  matters  and 
things  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
said  office.  You  are  to  make  known  to  all  commanders  and 
other  officers  employed  in  the  said  Fleet,  that  they  aie  to 
apply  through  you  for  all  stores  and  necessaries  required 
for  the  service.  You  are  to  receive  their  indents  or  lists 
of  what  is  wanted,  report  the  same  as  often  as  is  necessary 
to  this  Committee,  and  when  the  approbation  of  the  Board 
is  obtained,  you  are  to  procure  the  sundry  aiticles  of  the 
best  quality  each  in  its  kind  ;  and  it  is  your  particnhr  duty  to 
buy  them  on  the  best  terms  in  your  power.  You  aie  to  take 
each  officer's  receipt  for  the  articles  delivered  to  him,  and 
you  are  to  return  the  bills  or  accounts  of  those  vou  purchase 
ibr  this  Board,  certified  by  you  that  the  quantities  are  what 
you  received,  and  the  prices  that  you  agreed  for,  not  being 
dearer  than  the  current  rates  of  each  respective  article  at 
the  time  of  purchase.  Y'ou  are  em])ovvered  to  inspect  and 
inquire  on  board  the  Fleet,  at  least  once  in  every  month, 
and  as  much  ofteiier  as  you  may  think  necessary,  whether 
all  stores  and  necessaries  are  taken  proper  care  of,  and  not 
neglected,  wasted,  or  embezzled,  and  make  report  according 
as  you  find  to  this  Board. 

"This  Board,  being  ever  desirous  to  serve  the  publick 
faithfully,  do  recommend  the  most  prudent  economy  in  the 
outfits  and  supplies  of  the  Fleets;  they  must  have  every 


tiling  necessary,  but  avoid  all  expensive  supernuilies  ;  and, 
in  the  purchase  of  what  is  wanted,  give  a  preference  to  such 
persons  as  are  known  to  be  zealous  supporters  of  the  Ame- 
rican cause,  dividing  the  business  amongst  as  many  of  such 
as  can  be  done  with  conveniency,  and  consistently  with  the 
publick  good." 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  reports  that,  agreeable  to 
an  Order  of  the  9tli  instant,  he  has  delivered  to  Philip  Liv- 
ingston, Esq.,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Congress,  two 
thousand  and  four  |iounds  of  Gunpowder. 

That  he  has  sent  to  Lush's  Powder  Mill  the  following 
quantities  of  damaged  Powder,  to  be  made  good,  viz:  one 
thousand  pounds  Powder,  received  from  Bermuda,  belong- 
ing to  Congress  ;  ten  pounds  Powder,  received  from  Major 
Mifflin,  belonging  to  Congress ;  sixty  pounds  Provincial 
Powder,  received  from  City  Committee. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  delivered  to  3Ir. 
JVynkoop,  on  Mr.  Towers,  Commissary,  for  Powder  for 
proving  the  Arras  made  in  Buck's  County,  for  the  use  of 
this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Owen  Riddle  be  requested  to  pro- 
cure from  George  Taylor,  Esq.,  the  following  quantities 
and  sizes  of  Cannon  Bar  Shot,  viz:  20  thirty-two  Pound 
Shot;  80  twenty-four  Pound  Shot;  160  eighteen  Pound 
Shot. 

Fridcy,  OctoljL-r  13,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

Robert  Morris,  President  pro  tern.,  Thomas  JVharton, 
Jun.,  Bernard  Dougherty,  John  Cadwallader,  Owen  Bid- 
die,  Andreiv  Allen,  Daniel  Roberdcau,  George  Gray. 

The  Instructions  for  the  Captains  of  the  Boats  were  this 
day  read  by  Articles,  most  of  them  agreed  to,  and  others  to 
be  reconsltJered  to-morrow. 

A  Letter  and  Resolve  was  this  day  recclvrnl  from  the 
President  of  the  Congress,  recommending  to  the  Assem- 
bly or  this  Board  to  raise,  at  the  expense  of  the  Continent, 
a  Battalion  for  the  defence  of  America  and  its  liberties, 
when  this  Board  thought  proper  that  the  said  Ijctter  and 
Resolve  should  be  laid  before  the  Assemlily  ;  and  they 
were  delivered  to  Mr.  Gray  for  that  purpose. 


Satunlay,  October  11.  17  75. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :   Piesent — 

Robert  Morris,  President  pro  tern.,  Thomas  11  harton, 
Jun.,  George  Gray,  Bernard  Dougherty,  Owen  Biddlc, 
Andrew  Allen,  John  Cadwallader,  Daniel  Roberdcau. 

By  directions  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  this  day  drawn 
on  Mr.  Owen  Biddlc,  in  favour  of  Baltzer  Moody  and 
George  Goivcr,  or  order,  for  twenty-three  Pounds  eight 
Shillings,  being  for  one  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds  of 
Saltpetre,  made  in  York  County. 

Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  12th  instant,  an  Order  was 
this  day  drawn  on  Miciiael  Swoope,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  John 
Hay,  of  York  County,  in  Hivour  of  Colonel  Titrbut  Fran- 
cis, or  order,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  o^ Northumber- 
land and  Northampton  Counties,  for  two  hundred  pounds 
of  Gunpowder,  and  six  hundred  pounds  of  Lead,  being 
part  of  a  quantity  at  store  in  Yurktoicn,  belonging  to  this 
Province;  and  Mr.  Andrew  Allen  produced  a  Letter  from 
the  Committee  of  York  County,  which  was  approved  of. 

A  Gentleman,  who  signs  Naaticus,  produced  to  this  Board 
a  plan  of  a  Fire  Ship,  for  the  destruction  of  enemy's  Ships, 
which  was  apiiroved  of,  and  Mr.  Allen  desired  to  return 
the  thanks  of  this  Board  to  the  author,  for  his  plan. 

Upon  motion,  I\Ir.  Robert  Morris  is  requested  to  apply 
to  Mf.  Bradford,  and  desire  he  will  acquaint  this  Board,, 
as  soon  as  |)ossible,  with  any  intelligence  he  may  at  any 
time  receive,  respecting  the  safety  of  this  Province. 

IMr.  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  is  directed  to  collect, 
as  fast  as  possible,  the  Firelocks  and  spare  Bayonets  in  the 
hands  of  the  Assoclators,  to  get  tliem  put  into  good  order, 
and  have  Iron  Ramrods  made  for  them  ;  and  to  purchase 
the  seven  pair  of  Pistols  from  Francis  fy  Tilghman. 

Upon  motion.  Colonel  Roberdcau  was  desired  by  the 
Board  to  wait  on  the  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital, and  request  from  them  the  use  of  that  charity  for  the 
wounded  or  sick  men  employed  on  the  Armed  Boats,  and 
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obtain  information  from  them  how  long  they  might  depend 
on  that  benefit,  and  on  what  terms. 

Cohjnel  Jioberclcau,  having  waited  on  tlie  Managers  of 
the  Hospital,  reports,  that  those  gentlemen  very  generously 
and  readily  agree  to  receive  all  patients  from  the  publick 
service  tliat  inay  be  recommended  by  this  Board,  and  that 
they  rerjuire  no  pay  ;  but  mention  lliat,  in  venereal  cases, 
it  is  usual  for  the  patient  to  pay  three  Pounds  ten  Shillings 
for  his  cure. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board 
be  conveyed  by  Colonel  RuUrdcau  to  tlie  Managers  of  the 
Hospital,  for  their  very  generous  determination  in  favour  of 
such  as  may  fall  sick  or  be  wounded  in  the  publick  service 
of  their  Country. 

Robert  To;cf«,  Commissary,  reports  there  is  now  in  the 
State-House,  belonging  to  this  Pi'ovince,  since  last  war, 
the  following  articles,  viz :  1^2  Wood  Canteens ;  48  Tin 
Canteens  ;  149  Knapsacks  ;  30'i  Shot-Pouches  ;  8  Car- 
tridge-Boxes  ;  48  Powder-Horns ;  50  Lock-Brushes;  22.5 
Flints  ;  14  Jackets  and  10  pair  Breeches,  drilling  and  osna- 
burghs;  312  pair  Shoes  ;  3  pair  Shoe-Buckles;  12  Screw- 
drivers: 12  Worms;  700  Gun  Slings;  215  Cartridge- 
Beits.  ' 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  in  Aivour  of 
Mr.  Marshall,  on  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  for  three  Pounds, 
for  the  use  of  his  Boat  going  to  Recdij-hland  for  James 
Carter,  by  order  of  the  City  Committee. 

In  obeilience  to  the  request  of  this  Commitiee,  Colonel 
Dickinson  laid  before  the  Congress  the  case  of  Dr.  Kears- 
Ictj  and  Mr.  Brooks.  The  Congress  declined  making  any 
particular  order  respecting  them,  having  already  formed  a 
general  resolution  tor  arresting  and  securing  such  persons 
whose  going  at  large  may  endanger  the  safety  of  any  Co- 
lony or  the  liberties  of  America  ;  so  that  the  sense  of  the 
Congress  appears  to  be,  that  Dr.  Kcarshij  and  Mr.  Brooks 
should  be  closely  conlinetl. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Fort-Island: 
Present— 

Robert  Morris,  President  pro  tew.,  Thomas  Uliarton, 
Jun.,  Owen  Riddle,  George  Grai/,  Robert  White,  ShiiukI 
Morris,  Jun.,  Bernard  Doughertij. 

The  abovementioned  ^Members  have  come  down  in  order 
to  view  the  works  erecting  here,  and  to  consult  wiiat  other 
buildings  may  be  proper ;  find  it  necessary  that  the  men  em- 
ployed on  board  the  boats  should  have  some  convenient 
place,  imder  cover,  for  dressing  their  victuals  and  drying 
themselves  in  bad  weather,  while  employed  at  or  near  For^ 
Island  ;  therefore,  it  is 

Resolved,  That,  provided  this  Board  obtains  permission 
from  the  Provincial  Coinmis-ioncrs,  pan  of  the  liouse  on 
said  Island  be  partitioned  off  in  the  middle,  and  ihat  a  per- 
son be  employed  for  that  purpose,  and  carry  up  a  stack  of 
('himneys,  and  a  Forge  or  Fire-place. 

.■\Ioml,iy,  Oc-l„l„r  \r.,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  CoLnmiltce  of  Safety:  Present — - 

Robert  Morris,  President  j)ro  tern.,  Thomas  It'hartou, 
Jun.,  (jeorgc  Gray,  Benjamin  Bartholomcn-,  John  L'ad- 
wallader,  Bernard  Uoni^'lurti/,  Owen  lliddle,  Daniel  Ro- 
herdeall,  Michael  Swoopc,  Robert  IVhit,,  Samuel  Morris, 
Jun.,  Andrew  Allen. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Doughertij  and  Mr.  Gray  apply  to 
the  Provincial  Commissioners  lor  their  approbation  for  this 
Board  to  fit  up  and  erect  Fire-places  in  the  house  on  Fort- 
Island,  and  to  erect  what  other  works  they  find  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  this  Province;  and  that  they  ajiplv  to 
John  Palmer  to  erect  the  works,  agreeable  lo  the  Resolve 
of  yesterday. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Robert 
Morris,  Esquire,  in  favour  q{  Michael  Dawson,  for  nine 
Pounds,  for  his  services  in  delivering  to  the  Pilots,  and  a 
number  of  Vessels  at  the  Capes,  Bay,  and  River  Dela- 
n-ftre,  the  Resolves  of  ibis  Connnitlee  f)r  rc'ulating  the 
l^ilol';. 

On  motion.  Resnired,  That  <.lx  ei-lilei-n-pound  Cannon 
be  planted  on  a  platform  at  Fort-hlund,  for  the  defence  of 


this  Prov  ince,  and  a  Forge  for  heating  Shot  be  erected  ; 
that  a  small  Magazine,  for  the  safety  of  Ammunition,  be 
built,  and  that  a  Company  of  two  Officers,  a  Drum  and 
Fife,  and  twenty-five  men,  be  employed  for  working  the 
said  Cannon  ;  that  Mr.  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  and  Mr.  Ro- 
bert fVhite,  be  a  Committee  to  see  these  Resolves  carried 
into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  the  abovementioned  Company  consist 
of  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  one  Drum,  one  Fife,  and 
twenty-five  private  men,  to  be  immediately  raised  as  a  Com- 
pany of  Artillery,  and  that  ibey  engage  to  serve  this  Pro- 
vince for  twelve  months;  or,  if  sooner  discharged  by  this 
Board  or  Assembly,  the  said  Oflicers  and  Men  are  to  be 
paid  one  month's  pay  over  and  above  the  time  they  shall 
liave  actually  served  ;  and  that  the  pay  of  the  said  Officers 
be  the  same  as  Officers  of  the  same  rank  employed  by  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  the  pay  of  the  Privates  to  be 
six  Dollars  per  month  ;  and  that  every  Artificer  that  may 
be  enlisted  and  employed  in  their  respective  trades,  for  the 
service  of  this  Province,  be  allowed  three  Shillings  and 
nine  Pence  per  day,  over  and  above  their  pay. 

Resolved,  That  the  Pilots  mentioned  in  the  Resolve  of 
the  1  Ith  instant  be  desired  to  attend  this  Board  to-morrow- 
morning,  nine  o'clock,  with  their  proposals  for  their  being 
employed  in  the  service  of  this  Province  as  Pilots. 

Resolved,  That  three  Hulks  be  purchased  and  sunk  in 
the  most  convenient  places  for  defence  of  this  River;  that 
l\Ir.  li  harton  and  Colonel  Roberdean  be  a  Committee  to 
purchase  said  Hulks,  and  that  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Morris  fix  upon  the  most  proper  places  for  sinking  them. 

The  Instructions  for  the  Captains  of  the  Armed  Boats 
were  this  day  gone  through,  approved  of,  and  are  as  fol- 
low, viz  : 

General  Instructions  for  the  Commanders  of  the   Frovin- 
cial  Armed  Boats. 

1 .  Every  Captain  or  other  Officer  shall  give  strict  atten- 
tion that  the  Boat  he  commands  be  kept  clean  and  in  good 
order  at  all  times. 

2.  The  Officers  of  the  Boats  are  to  use  the  Crew  well, 
and  lo  keep  strict  discipline  among  them. 

3.  Each  Captain  shall  ap|5oint  all  Officers  under  the 
rank  of  a  Commissioned  Officer,  and  oblige  them  to  jierform 
diligently  the  duties  of  their  station. 

4.  Every  Captain  and  other  Officer  shall  be  punctual  in 
observing  the  orders  be  shall  from  time  lo  time  receive  from 
the  Commodore,  Committee  of  Safety,  and  Assemblv. 

5.  Ko  Powder  to  be  expended  for  exercising  either  Great 
Guns  or  Small  Arms,  without  orders  from  the  Commodore, 
Committee  of  Safety,  or  Assembly;  and  only  Swivel  Guns 
or  Muskets  to  be  fire<l  for  signals,  except  in  cases  of  imme- 
diate danger. 

6.  The  Commodore  shall  order  the  Crews,  or  each  Cap- 
lain  his  respective  Crew,  to  be  exercised  in  tlie  use  of  their 
Oars,  Great  Guns,  Small  Arms,  and  Pikes,  as  often  as  pos- 
sible, without  impeding  the  iniblick  service,  or  harassing 

7.  The  Crew  not  to  be  sufiercd  lo  go  on  shore  or  ab- 
sent themselves  from  on  hoard  the  Boats  without  leave  from 
their  Officers,  nor  to  disturb  any  inhabitants  or  settlements 
on  any  pretence  whatever. 

8.  The  Commodore  or  Commanding  Officer  shall  ap- 
point proper  signals,  copies  of  which  shall  be  given  to  the 
( 'aptain  or  Commanding  Oflicer  of  every  Boat,  lo  all  which 
signals  the  Officers  arc  lo  pay  due  obedience  and  re- 
S|)eCt. 

P.  The  eldest  Ollicer  present,  when  more  Boats  are 
present  than  one,  to  act  as  Commodore,  and  ha\e  the  com- 
mand of  the  whole. 

10.  When  a  Boat  is  below  the  City,  the  Commanding 
Ofliceron  board  is  to  examine  all  Vessels  bound  up,  whether 
the  peoi>le  on  board  are  our  friends  or  foes  ;  and  if  they  re- 
fuse satisfaction  in  these  points,  they  are  to  be  considered 
as  enemies. 

11.  The  Ollicers  of  the  Boats  are  to  treat  the  Masters 
and  Crews  of  all  Vessels,  both  foreign  and  others,  who  have 
no  bostih;  inieiilions  against  us,  and  who  do  not  \iolate  the 
laws  of  the  Continental  Congress,  or  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Commitiee  of  Safety  or  Assembly,  with  decency  and 
"-ood  manners,  nor  are  they  to   put  them  to  unnecessary 
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delay  or  trouble;  but  if  any  should  be  in  distress,  they  are 
to  lend  them  all  reasonable  assistance. 

1-2.  A  copy  of  the  Articles  subscribed  l)y  the  Otllcers 
and  Men  shall  be  hung  up  in  some  puhlick  part  of  the 
Boat,  for  the  perusal  of  the  Crew,  to  whom  they  are  to  be 
read  once  every  week,  in  an  orderly  manner;  all  the  OUi- 
cers  who  can  conveniently  attend  to  be  present. 

13.  The  Boats  are  not  to  leave  any  ])articular  station 
assigned  them  out  of  port,  or,  when  ajipoinled  to  any  duty, 
without  orders  from  the  Commodore,  Committee  of  Safety, 
or  Assembly. 

14.  Tlie  Captain  of  each  Boat  shall  cause  his  Clerk  to 
make  out  a  Mustcr-Roll  of  the  Crew  of  the  Boat  which 
he  commands,  with  their  names,  stations  on  board,  time 
of  entering  the  service,  whether  they  are  sickly  or  maimed, 
and  what  is  their  ailment;  and  if  any  of  the  Crew  should 
die  or  be  discharged,  specify  the  lime  thereof;  all  which  is 
to  be  returned  to  the  ftluster-iVlaster  of  the  Boats  once 
every  month  at  least,  or  oftener  if  required  by  him. 

,15.  No  Captain  or  other  Officer  shall  discharge  any  of 
the  Boat's  Crew  without  leave  fiom  the  Commodore,  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  or  Assembly,  unless  he  ships  an  erjual 
number  to  those  discharged  immediately. 

16.  The  Commander  of  each  Boat  is,  by  ticket,  to  cer- 
tify to  the  Contractor,  from  time  to  time,  the  number  of 
Rations  that  are  required  for  his  Boat's  Ci'ew  ;  the  Stew- 
ard of  the  Boat  is  to  receive  the  same  from  the  Coirimis- 
sary,  upon  producing  the  said  ticket,  and  is  to  give  his  re- 
ceipt and  be  accountable. 

17.  I'he  Commander  of  each  Boat  is  to  examine  into 
the  quality  of  the  Provisions,  from  time  to  time,  and  see 
that  they  be  good  and  wholesome,  and  that  the  proper 
quantity  be  delivered  out  by  the  Steward,  and  in  convenient 
messes. 

18.  If  the  quality  of  the  Provisions  shoidd  be  objected 
to,  tlie  Captain  of  the  Boat  is  to  report  the  same  to  the 
Contractor,  with  a  desire  that  they  may  be  exchanged  for 
such  as  are  good  and  wholesome ;  but  if  the  Contractor  is 
dissatisfied  with  the  report  of  the  Captain,  they  are  to  have 
a  survey  made,  by  two  judicious  and  impartial  freeholders, 
mutually  chosen,  who  may  determine  the  same,  if  they 
agree  ;  but  if  otherwise,  they  are  to  call  in  an  umpire,  who 
shall  decide  upon  the  quality  of  said  Provisions.  If  they 
are  condemned,  the  Contractor  shall  supply  others  to  equal 
amount  in  kind;  but  if  the  judgment  of  the  referees  should 
be  otherwise,  the  men  must  receive  them  for  their  allow- 
ance. 

19.  INo  Warrant  Otiicer  or  [-"livate,  discharged  from  the 
service  of  the  Boat  he  tirst  ships  in,  shall  be  admitted  into 
the  service  of  any  other  Boat,  unless  by  mutual  consent  ol' 
the  commanders. 

20.  The  Commanding  Officer  of  each  Boat  is  constantly 
to  enforce  a  due  observance  of  all  the  articles  signed  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Ofticers  and  Men,  for  their  regulation  in 
this  service. 

21.  In  case  of  making  Prisoners,  it  is  recommended  by 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  all  the  Officers  and  iMeii 
employed  in  the  Pennsylvania  Fleet,  to  treat  them  with 
humanity  and  such  kindness  as  the  publick  good  will  ad- 
mit of. 

22.  It  is  recommended  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to 
all  the  Officers  and  Men  employed  in  the  Vcnnsijlvania 
Fleet,  to  attend  the  publick  worship  of  Almighty  God  as 
frequently  as  in  their  power. 

23.  If  any  of  the  King's  Ships,  Sloops,  Cutters,  or  other 
Armed  Vessels,  shall  proceed  up  the  River  Delaware  in  a 
hostile  manner,  or  with  hostile  intentions;  if  they  attempt 
to  pass-  the  macliines  now  sunk,  or  hereafter  to  be  sunk,  in 
the  River  Delaware,  or  if  they  attempt  to  weigh  those  that 
are  sunk,  or  obstruct  the  sinking  of  others  that  are  or  may 
be  ordered  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  or  Assembly;  or  if 
they  seize  or  attempt  to  seize  any  property  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  United  Colonies  of  America,  or  to  molest  or 
destroy  their  property  or  persons,  in  any  shape  or  manner 
whatever,  the  Ofiicers  and  Men  employed  in  this  Fleet  are 
hereby  ordered  to  oppose  all  such  proceedings  and  attempts, 
by  whomsoever  made,  and  to  repel  force  by  force,  even  to 
the  taking,  sinking,  or  destroying  all  sucii  Ships,  Sloops, 
Cutters,  Armed  Vessels,  or  other  force  employed  in  such 
designs  and  attempts  against  the  peace  and  security  of  the 
Vnileil  Colonies. 


Eesolved,  That  IVilliam  Bradford  print  one  hundred 
copies  of  the  Instructions  to  the"  Captains  of  the  Armed 
Boats. 

Tuesday,  Octolicr  IT,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Robert  Morris,  President  jjro  tt7n.,  George  Gray,  Mi- 
chael t'^woopc,  Daniel  liobcrdeau,  Bernard  Douir/ierly, 
Andrew  Allen,  Owen  Diddle,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun. 

Mv.  Gray  and  Mr.  Doughertij,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve 
of  yesterday,  waited  on  the'Prov'incial  Commissioners,  who 
gave  their  hearty  consent  to  this  Board's  erecting  any  works 
on  the  Province  Islands  that  they  may  think^jiroper  and 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  this  Province. 

Mr.  John  Palmer,  agreeable  to  their  desire,  attended  this 
Board,  and  undertook  the  mason  work  agreed  to  be  carried 
on  at  Fort-Island. 

Wi-diipsday,  Ortobcr  18,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 
Robert  Morris,  President  pro  tern.,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
John  Montgomery,  Bernard  Dougherty,    George    Gray, 
Michael  Swoope',  Thomas  IVharton,  Jun.,  Owai  Biddle] 
John  Cadwalladtr. 

Upon  application  of  Captain /o/irt  Old,  of  a  Rifle  Com- 
pany in  Berks  County,  an  Order  was  delivered  him  on 
Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  for  five  pounds  of  Battle 
Powder,  for  proving  new  Rides  for  the  use  of  his  Com- 
pany. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau  be  empowered  to 
admit  such  persons  to  an  interview  with  Dr.  Kearsky,  J. 
Brooks,  Leonard  Snowden,  and  Christopher  Carter,  du- 
ring the  time  they  are  confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  County, 
as  he  may  find  necessary  or  think  |)roper,  he  being  |iresent 
at  all  such  interviews. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  draun  ou  .Mr. 
Owen  Biddlc,  in  Aivour  oC  Daniel  Evans,  for  ten  l^ounds 
towards  the  payment  of  smith's  work. 

Jl'illiam  Aamick,  a  Deserter  from  the  Ministerial  Army, 
apidied  to  this  Board  for  a  small  sum  of  money  for  the  sup- 
port of  himself  and  wife,  until  he  can  get  into  enjjdoy.  In 
conse(|uence  of  his  application,  this  Board  thought  proper 
to  give  the  said  JSawick  three  Pounds.  An  Order  was 
therefore  drawn  on  I\Ir.  Owen  Biddlc,  to  pay  the  said  sum 
of  three  Pounds. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Robert  Shcivell,  this  Board  gave 
him  a  copy  ol  his  Letter  directed  to  Dv.  Kearsley,  with  the 
lollowing  C'ertificatu  : 

"//(   Committee  of  Safety. 

"  These  may  certify,  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  an 
original  letter  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  signed 
Robert  Shcwell,  and  directed  to  Dr.  Kearsley;  and  1113°  the 
Committee  of  Safety  has  not  at  any  time  sunnnoned  the 
said  Robert  Shewell  to  ap|3ear  before  them." 

The  Pilots,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  yestei'day,  attend- 
ed this  Board,  and  propose  to  enter  into  the  pay  of  this 
Province  as  Pilots,  at  the  rale  of  ten  Pounds  per  month, 
for  the  purpose  of  piloting  Vessels  through  the  machines 
sunk  near  Fort-Island ;  and  they  will  attend  lo-morrow  uith 
their  proposals  of  pilotage,  at  so  much  per  foot. 

The  Board,  taking  into  consideration  the  charge  against 
Christopher  Carter,  of  being  concerned  with  Dr.  John 
Kearsley  and  J.  Brooks,  in  their  endeavour  to  procure 
British  Troops  to  invade  this  and  the  other  Colonies  in 
a  hostile  manner,  with  olher  inimical  correspondence  and 
practices,  and,  having  duly  attended  to  Ijis  defence,  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  said  Christopher  Carter 
is  guilty  of  the  charge.  But  it  having  been  represented  to 
this  Board,  by  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observa- 
tion, that  a  deputation  from  their  body  had  piomised  the 
said  Carter  protection  from  punishment,  on  condition  of 
his  delivering  up  the  jjapers,  and  giving  information  of  the 
designs  to  be  executed  by  him  and  the  others  concerned, 
which  lie  has  complied  with,  it  is  therefore 

Resolved,  That  Christopher  Carter's  person  be  enlariied 
and  set  at  liberty,  on  his  giving  security  in  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  Pounds  for  his  good  behaviour,  and  that  he  will 
not  leave  the  Province  without  license  from  the  Assemblv 
or  Committee  of  Safety,  nor  be  concerned   in   practices  Jr 
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correspondence,  during  bis  stay,  that  sliall  be  inimical  to 

the  United  Colonies.  

TlnirstUiy,  Oclobor  19,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present— 

Robert  Morris,  President  jjro  tern.,  Anthony  Uayne, 
George  Gray,  Bernard  Doui^herty,  Andrew  Allen,  Ben- 
jamin  Bartholomew,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  ff'har- 
ton,  Jun.,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  John  Cadwallader,  Owen 
Biddle. 

Mr.  George  Taylor  returned  to  the  Board  his  Account 
of  the  Cannon  Shot  siipphed  by  him,  and  informed  them 
that  he  should  be  a  considerable  loser  by  the  price  at  which 
he  had  contracted  to  deliver  them  ;  and  the  Board  having 
taken  the  matter  into  consideration,  after  previously  consult- 
ing Mr.  Grubb  and  Mr.  Rotts,  Iron  Masters,  were  of  the 
same  opinion  ;  and,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Taylor  should  be  allowed  at  the 
rate  of  eighteen  Pounds  per  ton  for  the  same. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  a  Letter  was  this  day  wrote  to 
the  Committee  of  York  County,  and  one  other  Letter  to 
the  Committee  of  Lancaster  County,  respecting  Dr.  Kcars- 
Ici/'s  and  J.  Brooks's  confinement  in  each  County. 

"The  Board  agreed  that  Dr.  ./o/i7i  A'«/«/ti/may  be  al- 
lowed a  servant,  at  his  own  expense,  to  attend  him  to  York- 
toivn,  and  during  his  confinement  there,  unless  it  be  found 
necessary,  by  the  Committee  of  York  County,  to  discharge 
liim  sooner. 

By  order  of  the  Boaid,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Robert 
Morris,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  Robert  Towers,  for  sixty-one 
Pounds,  nineteen  Shillings,  two  Pence,  being  the  amount  of 
his  account  of  tradesmen's  bills,  and  men  employed  clean- 
ing Powder,  making  Cartridges,  Boxes,  !s;c. 

Friday,  October  20,  1775. 

At' a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  appointed 
by  the  Resolves  of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, October,  111  o  :   Present — 

Robert  Morris,  John  Montgomery,  Samuel  Miles,  Ber- 
nard Dougherty,  Daniel  Roberdeau, George  Clymer,  Tho- 
mas Wharton,  Jun.,  Robert  White,  James  Mease,  Owen 
Biddle,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  George  Ross,  George  Gray, 
Anthony  Wayne,  John  Nivon,  Andrew  Allen,  Samuel 
Morris,  Jun.,  James  Biddle. 

''In  Asscmbli/,  October,  177.5. 

"  PlllI.ADEI.PIIl.i,   SS. 

"  Pursuant  to  a  Resolve  of  yesterday,  the  House  took 
into  consideration  the  motion  for  reappointing  the  present 
Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province,  with  the  addition 
of  certain  new  Members  to  the  said  Committee  ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein, 

"Resolved,  That  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Dickinson, 
George  Gray,  Samuel  Miles,  Robert  Morris,  Benjamin 
Bartholomeiv,  George  Ross,  Michael  Swoope,  John  31ont- 
iromery,  Edward  Bid  die, George  Taylor,  Bernard  Dough- 
m-ty,  Samuel  Hunter,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  John  Cadwal- 
lader, Andrew  Allen.  Joseph  Read,  Owen  Biddle,  An- 
thony Wayne,  Francis  Johnson,  Richard  Reilcy,  JSicholus 
Fairlamb,  Samuel  3iorris,  3un.,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun., 
Robert  White,  George  Clymer,  Samuel  Howell,  Merchant, 
Alexander  W'ilcocks,  .John  ]Sixon,  James  Mease,  Henry 
Wynkoiip,  wv\  James  Biddle,  Gentlemen,  be,  and  they  aio 
hereby  appointed  a  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Province, 
during  the  ensuing  year. 

"Resolved,  That  any  seven  or  more  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee, with   the   President,  or,  in   his  absence,  the  Vice- 
President,  shall  be  a  Board  tor  transacting  any  business  that 
may  |)roperly  come  before  them. 
"  A  copy  from  the  Journals  : 

"  Chas.  Moore,  Clerk  of  Assembly." 

Resolved,  unanimovsly,  That  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq., 
be  President,  and  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  be  \"ice-President 
of  this  Board. 

Upon  application  of  Messrs.  Wharton  and  Humphreys. 
for  a  sum  of  Money  towards  the  payment  ol'  two  Armed 
Boats  they  buih,  an  Order  was  dr.'iwii,  i>y  order  of  the 
Board,  on  Michael  HilUgas,  Esi|.,  in  their  favom-,  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  Pomids. 

Upon   application  of  Dr.  Kearshy.  fur  a  Clerk  to  assist 


him,  while  in  confinement,  in  settling  his  affairs,  it  is  agreed 
by  this  Board  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  have  one,  and 
that  the  said  Clerk  should  take  the  following  Oath,  viz : 

"  You  do  swear  that,  as  clerk  to  Dr.  John  Kearsley,  you 
will  transact,  for  and  with  him,  such  business  only  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  the  settlement  of  his  private  atiairs  ;  and 
that  you  will  not  transact,  with  him  or  for  him,  any  matters 
whatever  of  a  publick  nature,  or  in  any  manner  respecting 
the  political  disputes  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted American  Colonies;  and  that  you  will,  to  the  utmost 
of  your  power,  prevent  the  said  John  Kearsley  from  carry- 
ing on  any  correspondence  of  that  nature,  with  any  person 
or  persons  whatever ;  and  that  you  will  make  known  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety  any  attempts  that  the  said  John 
Kearsley,  or  any  other  person,  should  make  for  that  pur- 
pose, if  the  same  comes  to  your  knowledge." 

It  was  agreed  by  this  Board,  that  Mr.  Stephen  Bayard 
should  attend  Dr.  .fohn  Kearsley,  as  a  Clerk,  and  be  per- 
mitted at  all  times  to  attend  him  in  the  settlement  of  liis 
private  allairs  ;  and  Mr.  Bayard  look  and  subscribed  the 
above  Oath. 

The  Pilots  attended  this  day,  and  oflered  to  undertake 
the  service  they  were  to  be  appointed  to,  at  the  rate  of 
seven  Pounds  ten  Shillings  per  month  ;  and  will  attend 
again  to-moriow,  to  know  the  sense  of  this  Board  as  to  their 
proposal. 

Edward  Chamberlain,  Master-at-Arms,  certifies  that 
Captain  Henry  Dougherty  received  on  board  his  boat  eleven 
Muskets,  bought  ol'  Nathaniel  Monro,  at  ninety  Shillings 
pel'  piece. 

Robert  Tou'crs, Commissary,  reports,  that  he  has  receiv- 
ed from  Osiva Id  Eve  eleven  and  one-eighth  barrels  of  Battle 
Powder,  weight  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  and  a  half 
pounds. 

That  he  has  received  from  difl:erent  people  the  following 
articles,  belonging  to  this  Province,  viz:  two  hundred  and 
five  Bayonets,  one  hundred  and  ten  Scabbards,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  Cartridge-Boxes,  nine  Muskets,  with 
Bayonets. 

That  lie  has  purchased  the  following  articles,  agreeably 
to  the  directions  of  this  Board  :  of  Owen  Biddle,  one  Mus- 
ket and  Bayonet,  three  Pounds  ten  Shillings;  of  Isaac 
Cox,  twenty-four  Cutlasses,  at  two  Shillings  six  Pence 
each,  three  Pounds:  o[ Sanruel  Howell,  eleven  Cutlasses; 
of  John  Ch'anoler,  ten  Cutlasses,  at  two  Shillings  each,  one 
Pound  ;  o(  Elizabeth  Miller,  fifty-two  Cutlasses,  at  three 
Shillings  each,  seven  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings;  of  Mr. 
Tilghman,  five  Cutlasses,  at  three  Shillings  each,  fifteen 
Shillings;  oi  John  Phillips,  three  Cutlasses,  at  two  Shil- 
lings six  Pence  each,  seven  Shillings  six  Pence  ;  of  Joseph 
Simms,  seven  Cutlasses,  at  three  Shillings  nine  Pence  each, 
one  Pound  six  Shillings  three  Pence  ;  of  James  ll'allacc, 
forty-nine  Cutlasses,  at  five  Shillings  each,  twelve  Pounds 
five  Shillings;  of  Captain  Furman,  nineteen  Cutlasses,  at 
five  Shillings,  four  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings  ;  of  Major  Miff- 
lin, {'[\e  Cutlasses,  at  five  Shillings  each,  one  Pound  five 
Shillings;  of  Captain  Furnum,  seven  pairs  Pistols,  at  fifteen 
Shillings  jier  pair,  five  Pounds  five  Shillings ;  of  John 
Tunnicliff,  oiR   pair  of  Pistols,  one  Pound  five  Shillings. 

Saturday,  October  21,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safely:   Present — 

Robert  Morris,  Michael  Swoope,  Samuel  Miles,  Ber- 
nard Dougherty,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  George  Clymer,  John 
Cadivalladcr,  John  Aiion,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  John 
Montgomery.  Alexander  Wilcocks,  C)wen  Biddle,  James 
Bid, lie. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jl'ilcocks,  Mr.  Wheirlon,  and  .Mr. 
Nixon,  a\^)\y  to  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  this 
County,  to  know  if  they  have  contracted  for  the  whole  of 
the  Firelocks,  and  what  forwardness  they  are  in  ;  and  to 
inform  them  that  the  follow ing  Gunsmiths  are  unemployed 
ill  this  County,  viz:  William  Antes,  oi  Frederick  Town- 
ship;   .iohest,  of  IMictpain  Township;  John  Baker, 

of  Providence  Township  ;  Jonah  Hood,  of  Norrington 
Township. 

By  oriler  of  the  Board,  twelve  of  the  Articles  of  Asso- 
ciation and  Precedency  were  delivered  to  i\lr.  Dougherty, 
for  the  use  of  the  Asjociaiors  of  Bedford  County. 
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Tlie  Pilots  attended  this  day,  when  tliey  agreed  to  enter 
into  tlie  service  of  this  Province,  at  the  rale  of  six  Pounds 
per  month,  for  the  purpose  of  piloting  all  vessels  from 
Chester,  through  the  machines  sunk  near  Fort-Island,  to 
this  City,  and  from  this  City  to  Chester ,  when  it  was  una- 
nimously 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Dawson,  James  Roberts,  Jo- 
seph Gamble,  IVilUam  Muleston,  Daniel  Gorton,  JVilliam 
Marshall,  Mehemiah  Maule,John  Snyder,  Matthew  Stroiig, 
and  ll'illiam  Ross,  Pilots,  be  employed  in  the  ahove  ser- 
vice, at  the  said  rate  of  six  Pounds  per  month;  and  that 
Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  IVhile,  Mr.  JS'iion,  Mr.  IVharton,  and 
Mr.  Mease,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  draw 
up  Instructions  for  the  Pilots,  and  the  form  of  the  Oath 
they  are  to  take  ;  and  that  the  said  Committee  are  to  have 
the  whole  direction  of  the  said  Pilots,  and  ihe  services  they 
are  to  perforin. 

Agreeable  to  the  above  Resolve,  the  following  Oath  was 
administered  and  signed  by  the  ahovementiuned  Pilots, 
viz: 

"  We,  Michael  Daioson,  James  Roberts,  Joseph  Gamble, 
ff'illiam  Moleston,  Daniel  Gorton,  fVilliam  Marshall, 
Nehemiah  Maule,  John  Snyder,  Mattheiv  Strong,  and 
IVilliam  Ross,  now  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  being  ap- 
])ointed,  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Pilots,  to  navigate 
vessels  sailing  from  the  City  of  Philadelphia  to  the  Town 
of  Chester,  upon  Delaware,  and  from  the  said  Town  to 
the  City  aforesaid,  being  each  of  us  duly  sworn  upon  the 
Holy  Evangelists,  do,  and  every  of  us  does,  declare  and 
swear,  that  he  will  not  discover,  to  any  person  or  persons 
whatever,  any  matter  or  thing  which  he  shall  be  informed 
of  or  intrusted  with,  or  which  he  now  knows,  or  shall  here- 
after acquire  knowledge  of,  by  his  own  skill  and  experi- 
ence or  otherwise,  whereby  any  person  or  persons  may  be 
taught  and  instructed  how  to  conduct  and  navigate  a  vessel 
to  pass  through  or  between  the  machines  called  chevaux- 
de-frise,  sunk  in  the  River  Delaware,  by  ortlerof  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety;  and  that  each  of  us  will  use  his  utinost 
skill  and  endeavours  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of  and  prevent 
his  being  taken  by  any  British  man-of-war,  armed  vessel, 
or  other  vessel  in  the  immediate  service  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain.  And,  further,  each  of  us  do  swear,  that 
he  will  continue  in  the  service  to  which  he  is  now  appoint- 
ed, and  not  depart  the  same  until  he  is  discharged  from  it 
by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  ;  and  that,  in  all  things 
which  respect  his  duty  in  the  service  aforesaid,  lie  will 
faithfully  and  readily  obey  and  execute  all  orders  and  di- 
rections which  he  shall  receive  from  the  Sub-Committee 
who  are  appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  superin- 
tend and  direct  his  duty,  or  such  as  he  shall  receive  from 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  or 
from  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

"  Michael  Dawson,  VVilliam  Marshall, 

"  James  Roberts,  Kehemiah  Maule, 

"Joseph  Gamble,  John  Snyder, 

"William  Moleston,         Matthew  Strong, 
"  Daniel  Gorton,  William  Ross. 

"Taken  and  sworn  the  '20lh  October,  1775,  before  me, 

"James  Biddle,  /.  P." 
Captain  ff'illiam  Bradford  having  informed  the  Vice- 
President  that  Major  fVescott,  of  New-Jersey,  was  arrived 
in  this  City,  with  the  Captain  of  a  Transport  Ship  lately 
cast  away  on  Brigantine  Beach,  near  Egg  Harbour,  he 
ordered  the  Committee  to  be  summoned,  when  the  follow- 
ing members  appeared  : 

Robert  Morris,  James  Mease,  George  Clymer,  George 
Taylor,  Bernard  Dougherty,  Alexander  fVilcocks,  James 
Biddle,  Andrew  Allen,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  IVhar- 
ton, Jun.,  Owen  Biddle,  Michael  Swoope,  John  Cadtval- 
lader,  Daniel  Roberdcau,  George  Ross. 

Captain  George  Hasii)igs,  late  Commander  of  the  aliove- 
nientioned  Transport,  being  brought  before  the  Committee, 
gave  the  following  intelligence: 

That  he  was  Master  of  the  Ship  Rebecca  Sf  Francis,  of 
two  hundred  and  ninety-three  tons  burden,  owned  in  Lon- 
don, by  James  Mather ;  that  he  left  Boston  the  5th  of 
October,  for  New-York,  with  two  connnissioned  officers. 
Captain  Duncan  Campbell  and  Lieutenant  Symes — two 
Sergeants,  named  Hugh  Morrison  and  ft'illiam  Forster — 
and  twenty-one  privates,  belonging  to  a  Regiment  raising 
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in  America ;  that  he  understood  they  were  going  to  Ne^c- 
York,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting;  that  last  Mondai/ 
morning,  before  day,  the  weather  being  hazy,  the  said  Ship 
Rebecca  «^-  Francis  struck  on  the  shore  at  Brigantine 
Beach,  where  she  is  stranded.  That  Captain  Campbell 
parted  with  him  at  the  Beach,  on  Tuesday  evening,  and, 
he  supposes,  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  Nciv-York  in 
some  boat,  but  did  not  see  him  go  into  any  boat,  as  it  was 
dark  when  he  left  his  tent.  That  Lieutenant  Symes  went 
away  about  Tuesday,  at  noon,  in  a  small  boat,  with  an 
elderly  man,  dressed  like  a  fisherman.  That  they  had  on 
board  sixty  firelocks,  with  bayonets  and  rartouch-boxes,  and 
two  barrels  and  a  half  of  powder,  all  which  were  thrown 
into  the  sea.  That  on  the  '.iOth  July  last  the  said  Captain 
Campbell  ssiiled  with  him  from  Boston  to  New-York,  and 
carried  between  fifty  and  sixty  recruits  from  Netv-York  to 
Boston.  That  the  said  Captain  Campbell  had  been  in  the 
Forty-Second  Regiment ;  lived  in  Dutchess  County,  Neiv- 
York  Government,  and  has  a  wife  and  children  there. 
That  he  (the  Cajnain  of  the  vessel)  was  not  ordered  to 
apply  to  any  person  at  New-York,  but  to  lie  under  the 
protection  of  the  Asia,  ship-of-war.  That  Captain  Camp- 
bell frequently  sent  the  boat  on  shore,  for  the  recruits  that 
were  raised  for  him.  That  the  soldiers  now  brought  in 
said  ship  were  some  of  those  enlisted  at  New-York,  and 
carried  by  Captain  Campbell  to  Boston  in  July  last.  That 
General  Gage  and  the  officers  of  the  Forty-Eighth  and 
Fifty-Ninth  Regiments  are  going  home  in  a  transport  ves- 
sel of  sixteen  guns.  That  bills  of  one  hundred  Pounds 
sterling  sold  in  Boston  for  eighty  Pounds.  That  no  men 
of  war  or  troops  had  gone  to  (^uebcck  ;  neither  had  they 
an  account  of  an  expedition  against  (^uebeck,  but  there  was 
a  talk  of  one  against  Halifax. 

Monday,  October  ^3,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :   Present — 

Robert  Morris,  Andrezv  Allen,  George  Clymer,  John 
Montgomery,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Alexander  ffilcocks, 
John  Nixon,  Owen  Biddle,  Thomas  fVharton,  Jun.,  Ber- 
nard Dougherty,  George  Gray,  James  Mease,  James 
Biddle. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Clymer, 
and  Mr.  Roberdeau,  be  a  Committee  to  give  orders  re- 
specting the  removal  of  Dr.  John  Kearsley  to  Yorktown 
Jail,  and  the  removal  of  J.  Brooks  to  Lancaster  Jail,  and 
to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  their  sentence  being  carried 
into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Long  be  ordered  to  buy  a  quan- 
tity of  half-price  boards,  and  send  them  to  Fort-Island,  for 
the  purpose  of  building  a  leanio  Shed  against  the  inside 
of  the  fort  wall,  sufficient  to  cover  two  or  three  hundred 
men  in  bad  weather. 

Robert  Toiccrs,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  received 
the  following  Firelocks  from  the  undermentioned  Captains 
of  the  Associators ;  twelve  Firelocks  from  Captain  Fur- 
man,  twenty-three  ditto  from  Captain  Cadwallader,  eleven 
ditto  from  Captain  fVilcox,  twelve  ditto  from  Captain 
Little,  five  ditto  fi-om  Captain  Shee,  nine  ditto  from  Cap- 
tain IVilling.  That  he  has  received  six  Firelocks,  pur- 
chased from  Captain  Robison.  That  he  has  delivered  to 
the  undermentioned  Captains  of  the  Armed  Boats  the  fol- 
lowing Firelocks,  viz:  thirteen  Firelocks  to  Captain  i>ou^/t- 
erly,  of  the  fVashington  :  fifteen  ditto  to  Captain  Alexan- 
der, of  the  Chatham;  fifteen  ditto  to  Captain  Moore,  of 
the  EJingham ;  fifteen  ditto  to  Captain  Davidson,  of  the 
fVarren;  fifteen  ditto  to  Captain  Blair,  of  the  Burke; 
fifteen  ditto  to  Captain  Montgomery,  of  the  Ranger ;  fif- 
teen ditto  to  Captain  Hamilton,  of  the  Cotigress ;  fifteen 
ditto  to  Captain  Eyres,  of  the  Camden;  two  ditto  to  Cap- 
Iain  Thomas  Moore,  of  the  Hancock  ;  two  ditto  to  Captain 
Rice,  of  the  Dickinson  ;  six  ditto  to  Captain  Henderson, 
of  the  Bull- Dog:  eight  tlitio  to  Captain  Biddle.  of  the 
Franklin. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Peter  Long,  Ships'  Hus- 
band, for  the  sum  of  money  for  the  payment  of  a  number  of 
small  articles  he  had  occasion  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  the 
Armed  Boats,  by  order  <if  tlie  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn 
on  Michael  Hilkgas.  Escp,  Treasurer,  in  his  favour,  for 
one  hundred  Pound=. 

Tliis  Board   having  ukcii    into  their  consideration,   by 
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Wednesday,  October  25,  ITTo. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 
Robert  Morris,  Bernard  Dougherty,  John  Cadivallader, 
Owtn  Biddlc,  James  Mease,  George  Gray,  Andrew  Al- 
len, Daniel  Roberdeau,  George  Clymer,  Alexander  IMl- 
cocks,  Samuel  Miles,  James  Biddle. 

Joseph  For,  Esq.,  a  Commissioner  of  this  County,  made 
Resolved,  That  Mr.    Wharton,   Mr.   Mease,   and    Mr.     application  to  this  Board  for  five  hundred  Pounds,  in  order 


desire  of  the  honourable  Assembly,  the  appointment  of  a 
Commodore  to  command  the  Fleet,  Capt.  Thomas  Read 
was  named  ;  and  after  full  consideration  of  the  merits,  and 
inquiry  into  his  character  and  qualifications,  it  was 

/iwo/ve^/.  That  the  said  Capt.  Thomas  Read  be  recom- 
mended as  a  proper  person  to  be  appointed  by  the  honour- 
able House  of  Assembly  to  that  important  station. 


Nivon,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  a  Committee  for  inspecting 
and  paying  all  Accounts  that  may  appear  against  this  Board, 
and  that  they  find  just. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commodore  to  the  Armed  Boats  be 
allowed  a  Clerk,  and  that  the  said  Clerk  be  allowed  nine 
Dollars  per  month  for  his  services. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Resolve  of  this  Board,  Mr.  flil- 
cocks,  iNlr.  Niion,  and  Mr.  Wharton,  waited  upon  Mr. 
Fov,  the  only  Commissioner  of  Thiladelphia  County  resi- 
dent in  the  City,  and  presented  to  him  the  Resolve  of  this 
Board  ;  and  to  the  points  of  inquiry  directed  to  be  made, 
Mr.  Fox  informed  ihe  Committee  that  the  Commissioners 

o( Philadelphia  County  had  contracted  with  a  certain  Lewis  drawn  on  Michael  Hillcgas,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  this  Board. 
Phrahl,  Gunsmith,  for  the  making  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  being  in  part  payment 
Firelocks ;  that  none  were  yet  ready  for  use,  but  that  he  for  the  Cannon  Ball  made  by  iiim  under  the  order  of  this 
expected  twenty-four  of  them  would  be  delivered  on  Sa-     Board.  


to  advance  to  the  Gunsmiths,  to  forward  making  the  Fire- 
locks for  this  County. 

The  Board,  taking  said  application  into  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  will  advance  the  Commis- 
sioners and  Assessors  the  said  five  hundred  Pounds,  in  order 
to  forward  the  making  the  fifteen  hundred  Firelocks  for 
this  County. 

An  Order  was  drawn  on  Robert  Morris,  in  favour  of 
George  Havener,  for  twelve  Pounds,  for  making  twelve 
quarter  barrels  of  Gunpowder  which  the  Board  directed  to 
be  paid. 

Upon  application  of  George  Taylor,  Esq.,  an  Order  was 


turday  next  ;  and  the  Gunsmith  had  promised  to  deliver, 
for  the  future,  twelve  Firelocks  every  week,  until  the  whole 
number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  completed.  That 
the  Commissioners  were  not  under  contract  with  any  other 
workman,  for  the  making  of  any  more  arms  than  the  above 
one  hundred  and  fifty.  Tliat  he  (Mr.  Foi)  was  ready^and 
desirous  to  employ  persons  to  make  the  number  of  Fire- 
locks required  by  the  vote  of  the  Assembly,  but  could  not 
"et  workmen  to  undertake  to  make  them.  That  the  Com- 
missioners had  provided  Cartouch-Boxes  for  the  whole 
number  of  arms  required.    That  he  would  readily  employ 


Tliursday,  October  2C,  177:i. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 
Robert  Morris,  Michael  Swoope,  John  Ki.ion,  James: 
Mease,  Andrew  Allen,  John  Montgomery,  Francis  John- 
son, Thomas  JVharton,  Jun.,  John  Cadivallader,  Bernard 
Dougherty,  isamuel  Miles,  Anthony  Wayne,  Owen  Bid- 
die,  James  Biddle,  George  Clymer,  Alexander  fl'ilcocks, 
George  Gray. 

By  direction  of  this  Board,  an  Order  was  this  day  drawn 
on  Michael  Hillcgas,  Esq.,  Treasurer  to  this  Board,  for 


workmen  the  Board  had  informed  him  of ;  and  that  he     one  thousand  Pounds,  in  favour  of  T/jo/hos  fi'harton,  Jun., 


would  order  an  advertisement  to  be  put  in  the  newspapers, 
to  invite  workmen  who  were  willing  to  contract  for  the 
making  the  Firelocks  to  a|iply  to  the  Commissioners  to  be 
eiiipliiyed  by  them. 

TucsJ.iy,  October  24,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   Present — • 


John  Nixon,  and  James  Mease,  Committee  of  Accounts. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  received 
the  following  articles  into  store,  viz : 

Five  barrels  of  Powder,  weight  five  hundred  pounds,  re- 
ceived from  George  Lush,  being  the  damaged  Powder  sent 
him  to  be  made  good  ;  1  quarter-barrel  of  Powder,  weight 
twenty-five   pounds,   received   from  George  Havener;    6 


Robert  Morris,  George  Ross,  Andrew  Allen,  Samuel     reams  of  Paper  for  Cannon  Cartridges,  received  from  Tho- 


Milcs,  George  Clymer,  Owen  Biddle,  Benjamin  Bartho- 
lomew, Bernard  Dougherty,  John  JSiion,  George  Taylor, 
John  Cadwalladcr,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Samuel  Howell, 
George  Gray,  James  Mease,  Michael  Swoope,  John 
Montgomery,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Alexander  Wil- 
cocks. 

Dr.  Kearsley  went  oft"  this  morning,  guarded  by  an  escort 
of  Ijighl-Hoise,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Markoc, 
for  Lancaster,  and  from  thence  to  be  conveyed  by  a  guard 
to  Yorktoivn,  there  to  be  put  into  the  custody  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  York  County,  vviio  are  to  see  the  sentence  of  this 
Board  effected.  J.  Brooks  went  at  the  same  time,  under 
the  said  guard,  for  Lancaster,  there  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Committee  of  that  County,  who  are  to  see  the  sentence  of 
this  Board  carried  into  execution  against  him. 

l.eiters  were  wrote,  read,  and  approved  of,  and  sent  by 
CaiUain  Markoc  to  the  Committees  of  Lancaster  ami  York 
Counties,  enclosing  the  Resolve  and  sentence  against  Dr. 
Kearsley  and  /.  Brooks. 

Dr.  kearsley,  in  order  to  reimburse  the  expenses  that 
hav(j  or  may  accrue  to  this  Board,  on  his  account,  this  day 
drew  the  following  Order  for  the  payment  of  the  same  ; 
which  Order  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun. 
"Philidi'liihi.i,  October  2:!,  1775. 
'•  Gknti.f.men  :  Pleiise  to  pay  to  Robert  Morris,  Esq., 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Safety,  or  to  his  order,  all 
the  expenses  that  have  accrued  to  the  Board  of  Safely  on 
my  account,  and  that  may  accrue  in  escorting  me  to  York- 
town.      1  am,  tientlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

"  John  Keaiisi.ey. 
To  Abel  James,  Esq.,  Mr.  William  Pollard,  Ca\n.  John 
Wilcox,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Lawrence." 
Resolved,  That  a  Second   liieulenant  be  appointed  to 
each  of  the  Armed  Boats,  whose  pay  shall  be  twelve  Dol- 
lars per  month. 


tas  Philijjs  ;  G  thirty-two  pound  Cannon  Ball ;  130  twen- 
ty-four pound  Cannon  Ball,  1,'207  eighteen-pound  Cannon 
Ball,  16  thirty-two  pound  Cannon  Ball,  weight  eleven  ton, 
two  hundred  weight,  two  quarters,  and  eighteen  pounds, 
received  from  George  Taylor,  Esq.;  119  eighteen-pound 
Cannon  Ball,  i20  nine-pound  Cannon  Ball,  11  six-pound 
Cannon  Ball,  weight  one  ton,  dve  hundred  weight,  received 
from  W.  Allen,  Esq. 

Fnd^iy,  Oct..l«T  27.  1775. 

At  a  meeiiii!,'  of  the  Commiiiee  of  Safety:   Present — 

Robert  Morris,  Samuel  Howell,  John  'Mion,  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jun.,  John  I'ad aallader,  James  Mease,  Nicho- 
las Fairlamb,  .fames  Biddle,  Samuel  Miles,  Alexander 
H'ilcocks.  Bernard  Doughcrli/,  Anihoni/  If'aynr,  Francis 
Johnson,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  John  Monlgomen/.  Ouui 
Biddle. 

Upon  a|)plicniion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Proctor  to  be  a|)point- 
cd  Captain  of  the  Com|)any  of  Artillery  to  he  raided  and 
employed  at  Fort-Island,  for  the  defence  of  this  Province, 
this  Board  considering  Mr.  Proctor's  application. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Thomas  Proctor  be  a])pointed 
Captain  of  the  said  Company. 

Resolved,  Tli;a  .Mr.  David  Pilttnhouse  he  appointed 
Engineer  to  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Toivers  he  directed  to  prove  all  the 
]\Iuskets  made  in  this  City  for  the  Provincial  service,  and 
to  stamp  such  of  them  as  are  proof  with  the  letters  C.  P.: 
and  that  a  copy  of  this  Minute  be  handed  to  the  County 
Commissioners,  who  are  to  notify  the  Smiths  they  contract 
with  for  said  Muskets  of  this  Resolve,  and  that  none  of 
their  Guns  will  be  received  or  paid  for  by  this  Board,  but 
such  as  have  been  so  proved  and  stamped  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Towers,  Commissary,  deliver  and 
send  down  to  Fort-Jsland,  a  Gin,  Handspikes,  Pulleys, 
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Rope?,  and  what  other  articles  ihnt  may  be  thouglit  neces- 
sary for  carrying  on  the  publick  \vori<s  at  that  Island. 

Upon  application  of  James  Jones,  Male,  John  Orkney, 
Second  Mate,  John  Clerk,  Charles  Keyes,  George  Simp- 
son, and  George  Steivart,  Mariners,  belonging  to  the  Re- 
becca  &f  Francis,  Transport,  George  Hastings,  Master, 
lately  stranded  on  Brigantine  Beach,  on  the  Jersey  Shore, 
a  Certificate  was  given  them  that  they  had  been  examined 
by  this  Committee,  discharged,  and  permitted  to  go  at 
large. 

Resolved,  That  Isaac  Rotch  be  ajipointed  Second  Lieu- 
tenant of  one  of  the  Armed  Boats. 

The  Board  taking  into  consideration  the  application  from 
Captain  William  Davis  and  others,  offering  I  heir  service 
to  act  as  volunteers  in  the  Battery  to  be  erected  at  ForN 
/.</rtHf/,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Board  are 
due  to  these  gentlemen  for  their  generous  olier  to  serve 
the  publick  without  reward,  which  Mr.  I\'i.ion  is  desired 
by  the  Board  to  present  to  them.  It  is  recommended  to 
the  said  gentlemen  to  fiualify  themselves  in  such  exercise 
of  great  Guns  as  will  be  useful  in  the  department  in  which 
they  offer  to  serve;  and  this  Board  do  resolve  to  call  upon 
them  to  act  as  volunteers,  under  the  Officers  appointed  by 
this  Board,  whenever  the  publick  service  shall  require. 

Sutuid,iy,  OetobLT  28,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   PiesenI — 

Bernard  Dougherty,  Anthony  Wayne,  John  Cadualla- 
der,  George  Clymer,  Owen  Biddlc,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
Francis  Johnson,  James  Mease,  Samuel  Howell,  Samuel 
Morris,  Jun.,  Andrew  Allen. 

Upon  application  o(  Anthony  Martin,  John  Price,  La- 
rie  McNeil,  Thomas  Pratt,  Thomas  Clough,  John  Smith, 
John  Bldckland,  Simon  Easterwood,  and  James  Bachelor, 
Seamen,  belonging  to  the  Rebecca  Sf  Francis,  Transport, 
George  Hastings,  Master,  lately  stranded  on  Brigantine 
Beach,  on  the  Jersey  Shore,  a  Certificate  was  given  them 
that  they  had  been  examined  by  this  Committee,  dis- 
charged, and  permitted  to  go  at  large. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  delivered  Mr. 
Owen  Biddle,  drawn  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  "26th 
September,  and  dated  the  '■29th,  on  Michael  Hillegas, 
Esquire,  in  favour  of  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of 
fjoncdster  County,  for  six  hundred  Pounds. 

Moiidoy,  Ortubor  30,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commiltee  of  Safety:   Present — 

Robert  Morris,  Thomas  Wharton,  Junior,  Bernard 
Dougherty,  Samuel  Howell,  John  Montgomery,  Owen 
Biddle,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  John  yiion,  Andrew  Al- 
len, George  Ross,  George  Clymer,  James  Mease,  James 
Biddle. 

On  the  Information  of  Mr.  Owen  Biddle,  that  the  per- 
son sent  down  by  the  Committee  of  York  County  to  in- 
struct the  Committee  for  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre  in 
his  mode  of  carrying  on  that  process,  is  now  ready  to  un- 
dertake the  said  business,  but  cannot  proceed  for  want  of 
a  supply  of  Money,  and  Mr.  Biddle  ofiiering  to  advance 
him  fifty  Pounds,  for  the  forwarding  this  necessary  work, 
l)rovided  this  Board  will  secure  to  him  the  repayment  of 
the  same. 

Resolved,  That  ibis  Board,  to  forward  so  usefid  a  work, 
will  be  security  to  Mr.  Owen  Biddle  for  the  repayment 
of  the  said  suju  of  fifty  Poimds. 

A  Petition  from  Hannah  Shee,  for  relief  for  herself  and 
children,  was  read,  her  husband  having  been  diowned  in 
the  service  of  this  Province. 

After  consideration,  she  was  reconnnended  lj\-  this  Board 
to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  District  wheio  the 
deceased  was  settled,  for  such  provision  as  the  case  may 

A  Letter,  dated  the  24th  instant,  was  received  the  2Slh, 
from  the  Committee  of  Lancaster  County,  informing  that 
Captain  Markoe  had  safely  lodged  in  the  Jail  of  that 
County  the  bodies  of  Dr.  John  Kearsley  and  J.  Brooks, 
and  that  Dr.  Kearsley  would  be  forwarded  to  Yorktown 
next  day,  under  a  proper  guard,  and  that  J.  Brooks 
would  continue  in  his  confinement,  and  dealt  with  agreeable 
to  tlip  sentence  and  direction  of  this  ('oinmiltec. 


Captain  Dougherty  attended  this  day,  and  acquainted 
the  Board  that,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  9ih  instant, 
the  Captains  had  agreed  to  allow  each  good  and  able  Sea- 
man fifteen  Shillings,  as  a  bounty  for  their  entering  into 
the  service  on  board  the  Armed  Boats,  which  bounty  is  to 
be  paid  them  one  month  after  having  been  in  the  service. 

By  direction  of  this  Board,  an  Order  was  this  day  drawn 
on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  Messrs. 
Thomas  Wharton,  John  Niion,  and  James  Mease,  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Andrew  Allen, 
James  Biddle,  and  Owen  Biddle,  be  a  Conmiiltee  to  re- 
vise and  correct  the  Minutes  of  this  Board,  in  order  to 
their  being  transcribed  fairly  in  the  Minute-Book. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Robert  White  and  Samuel  Mor- 
ris he  a  Committee  to  direct  the  building  of  a  Shed  on 
Fort-Island,  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  the  25th  instant, 
and  to  repair  such  Buildings  as  may  be  already  erected  on 
the  Island,  that  may  be  made  suitable  to  the  acconnnoda- 
tion  of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors. 

George  Ross,  Esquire,  sent  to  this  Board  the  follow ing 
Resolve  of  Congress,  which  is  directed  to  be  put  on  the 
Minutes  of  this  Committee,  viz: 

"In  Congress,  October  2G,  1775. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  he  recommended  to  the  several  Pro- 
vincial Assemblies,  Conventions,  or  Councils  of  Safety,  of 
the  United  Colonies,  to  export  to  the  foreign  West-Indies, 
on  account  and  risk  of  their  respective  Colonies,  as  much 
Provision,  or  any  other  Produce,  except  Horned  Cattle, 
Sheep,  Hogs,  and  Poultry,  as  they  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  importation  of  Arms,  Anmiunition,  Sulphur,  and 
Saltpetre. 

"x\  copy  from  the  Minutes: 

"CnARi.ES  Tho.mson,  Secretary.'' 

Captain  Duncan  Campbell,  Lieutenant  Sy7nes,  and 
twenty-three  private  Soldiers,  part  of  a  Regiment  about 
to  be  raised  in  the  Ministerial  seivice,on  their  voyage  from 
Boston  to  New-  York,  on  board  the  Ship  Rebecca  4'  Fran- 
cis, Captain  Hastings,  (by  the  said  Sliip  being  stranded 
on  Brigantine  Beach,  on  the  New-Jersey  Shore,)  were 
taken  prisonei's  by  the  people  of  Jersey,  and  brought  to 
this  City,  and  after  having  separately  examined  the  said 
Officers  and  many  of  the  Privates,  it  appears  to  this  Board 
that  they  have  acted,  and  intended  further  to  act  a  part 
inimical  to  the  liberties  of  America.  Therefore  it  was 
thought  proper  by  this  Board  to  transmit  the  said  Exami- 
nation to  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
request  they  would  determine  thereon  ;  in  consequence  of 
which  requisition,  George  Ross,  Esq.,  produced  from  the 
Congress,  ihe  following  Resolve: 

••  In  Congress,  October  28,  1775. 

"  Resolved,  That  Captain  Duncan  Campbell  and  Lieu- 
tenant Symes,  and  the  men  who  came  with  them  in  the 
Transport  Rebecca  &/■  Francis,  be  confined  in  such  Jails  in 
this  Colony  as  the  Coimnittee  of  Safety  of  said  Colony 
think  proper;  and  that  the  said  Captain  Campbell  and 
Lieutenant  Symes  be  allowed,  for  their  subsistence,  one 
and  one-third  Dollar  eacli  [)er  week,  and  the  men  one 
Dollar  per  week  each,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Continental 
Treasury. 

'■  A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes: 

"  Chaules  Thomson,  Secretary.'' 

Agreeable  to  the  above  determination  of  Congress,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Captain  Campbell  and  Lieu- 
tenant Symes  be  confined  in  the  Jail  of  the  City  and  Coun- 
ty q(  Philadelphia,  and  that  they  be  kept  apart  fiom  the 
rest  of  the  prisoners  ;  that  they  be  not  permitted  to  have 
the  use  of  Pen,  Ink,  or  I-'aper,  and  that  no  person  what- 
ever he  permitted  to  speak  to  them,  or  either  of  them,  but 
in  the  presence  of  some  Member  of  [his  Committee,  or 
some  other  person  authorized  by  a  Member  of  this  Com- 
mittee in  writing. 

The  following  Commitment,  being  drawn  up  and  sicrned 
by  the  Vice-President,  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Cadiralladcr 
and  Mr.  Nixon,  who  were  desired  to  acquaint  the  Officers 
of  the  determination  of  Congress,  and  to  deliver  the  said 
Commitment  to  the  Officer  of  the  Guard  over  the  Piison- 
ers,  and  desire  him  to  deliver  them  into  the  custody  of  tin 
Jailer  of  this  Connt.N  : 
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In  Committee  of  Saft-ty,  Pliiladelphia,  } 
October  30,  1775.       ^ 

Whereas  tlie  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  did, 
on  the  28th  day  of  October,  instant,  resolve  "that  Captain 
Duncan  Campbell  and  Lieutenant  Symcs,  and  the  men 
who  came  with  them  in  the  Transport  Rebtcca  &{  Fran- 
cis, be  confined  in  such  Jails  in  this  Colony  as  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  said  Colony  think  proper,  and  that 
the  said  Captain  Campbell  and  Lieutenant  Si/mcs  be  al- 
lowed, for  their  subsistence,  one  and  one-third  Dollar  each 
per  week,  and  the  men  one  Dollar  per  week  each,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Continental  Treasury;"  and  the  Committee 
of  Safety  having  taken  the  said  Resolve  into  considera- 
tion on  this  day,  have  determined  that  the  said  Duncan 
Campbell,  Lieutenant  Symes,  and  tlie  men  who  came  with 
them  as  aforesaid,  be  committed  to  the  Jail  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Fhiladelphia,  there  to  be  confined  until 
this  Board  shall  further  determine  therein :  These  are 
therefore  to  ref|uire  you  to  receive  into  your  custody  and 
strictly  confine  in  the  said  Jail  the  aforesaid  Captain 
Duncan  Campbell  and  Lieutenant  Symcs,  and  them  safely 
keep,  without  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  apart  from  the  rest  of 
your  prisoners;  and  that  you  permit  no  person  whatever 
to  speak  to  them,  or  either  of  them,  hut  in  the  presence  of 
some  Member  of  this  Committee,  or  some  other  person 
authorized  by  a  IMember  of  this  Committee  in  writing. 
And  hereof  you  are  not  to  fail  at  your  peril. 
By  order  of  the  Couniiittee  : 

RouERT  MoRius,  Tlcc-PrcsiJent. 
To  the  Keeper  of  tlie  Common  Jail  of  the  City  and  Coun- 
ty ol'  Fhiln'hlphia. 

Tues.l.iy,  October  31,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safely:   Present — 
Aleiandcr  IVilcocks,  John  Cadwalladcr,  Daniel  Rober- 

diau,  James  Mease,  Owen  Riddle,  George  Clymcr,  John 

yixon,  Thomas  li'harton,  Jun. 


WeJnes'lay,  November  1,  1775. 

At  a  meciing  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:   Present — 
Robert    Morris,   Rernard   Dougherty,    Daniel   Rober- 
dtau,  James   Mease,  John,  yiron,  George  Cli/mcr,  John 
Cadwallader,  Samuel  Miles,  Owen  Riddle. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Cadwallader  and  Mr.  Clymcr 
be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  a  Mctnorial  to  Congicss  re- 
specting the  case  of  Lieutenant  Sy?>ics,  who  prays  for  per- 
mission to  go  to  the  Camp  of  General  fVashington,  and 
wait  there  for  an  exchamie  of  Piisoneis. 


Thiirstbiy,  NovembrT  2,  1775. 
At  a  meoiiiig  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present— 
Robert  Morris,  George  Clymcr,  James  ]Mease,  Oiren 
Riddle,  Samuel  Morris,  Junior,  Andrew  Allen,  Samuel 
Miles,  John  Montgomery,  Samuel  Howell,  Doniil  Itnlier- 
deau,  Rernard  Dougherty,  James  Biddle,  Ah  nnoUr  Itil- 
cocks,  John  Cadwallader. 

Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  ac(iuaints  this  lionrd  that  he  made 
application  to  the  Assembly  for  tin.'  JJanacks  being  put  in 
proper  order  for  the  reception  of  the  Troops  now  raising, 
and  tliat,  in  consequence  thereof,  the  House  has  given 
orders  to  the  Barrackmasler  to  see  th(!  same  tlone  imme- 
diately, and  to  obey  such  orders  as  this  Committee  may 
issue  to  him,  from  lime  to  time,  as  Barrackmasler. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
llillega^,  Es(i.,  in  favom-  of  Mr.  John  Maxwell  ^esbilt, 
Paymaster  to  the  Fleet,  for  five  hundred  Pounds. 

Upon  rc[)ort  of  Mr.  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  that  the  in- 
side of  ilie  t'ort  on  Fort-Island  is  an  imi)roper  place  for 
erecting  a  Shed  for  defending  the  people  from  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather;   therefjre, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Robert  IVhitc  an<l  .Mr.  Somnd 
Morris,  Junior,  repair  any  Buildings  that  may  be  on  the 
Island,  and  erect  such  others  as  may  be  found  necessary; 
and  that  they  employ  a  sufficient  number  of  iiands  to 
throw  up  a  Bank  and  build  a  small  Pier  at  the  upper  end 
of  i^07-<-/s/rt/u/,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  with  more  speed 
any  succours  that  there  may  be  occasion  for  at  the  Island 
from  llie  main. 

The  four  following  Soldiers,  taken  prisoners  with  Cap- 


tain Campbell,  now  in  the  Jail  of  this  County,  w-ere  order- 
ed by  this  Board  to  be  removed  to  the  Work-House,  viz: 
Edward  Mulloy,  Robert  Colebrook,  John  O'Neill,  and 
Joseph  Taylor. 

The  Board  informed  the  Jailer  and  the  Work-House 
Keeper  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  that 
Captain  Campbell  and  Lieutenant  Symcs  were  allowed  by 
the  Continenlal  Congress  one  Dollar  and  one-third  of  a 
Dollar  per  week  for  their  subsistence,  and  one  Dollar  per 
week  for  the  Soldiers  taken  with  Captain  Campbell :  and 
that  no  greater  sum  will  be  allowed  them. 

Doctor  DuJ/ield  reports  his  having  been  down  to  Pro- 
vince-Island, and  examined  the  Pest-House,  and  finds  it 
in  good  order,  and  provided  with  Beds  and  other  necessa- 
ries sufticient  for  the  accommodation  of  forty  sick  men. 

Agreeably  to  a  Resolve  of  yesterday,  Colonel  Cadwal- 
lader and  Mr.  Clymcr  drew  up  the  following  Memorial  ; 
which  was  approved  of,  and  signed  by  the  Vice-President: 
To  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress: 

The  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania,  showeth  :  That  this  Committee 
having  carried  into  execution  the  sentence  passed  by  Con- 
gress against  Captain  Campbell,  Lieutenant  Symes,  and 
the  several  Soldiers  under  their  command,  by  putting  them 
into  confinement  in  the  Jail  and  Work-House  of  this  City, 
they  now  beg  leave  to  oiler  to  Congress,  at  the  instance 
and  request  of  Lieutenant  Symes,  the  reasons  on  which 
he  grounds  his  pretensions  to  be  considered  and  treated  as 
a  prisoner  of  war  ;  that  he  came  from  England  to  Roston 
in  the  capacity  of  an  Army  Surgeon,  and  afterwards  was 
commissioned  as  an  oflicer  in  the  Regiment  of  Royal 
Highland  Emigrants:  that  being  orilered  on  board  the 
Transport  Rebecca  S,'  Francis,  placed  under  the  absolute 
direction  of  Cajitain  Campbell,  whom  he  had  never  seen 
or  lieard  of,  he  was  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  service  he 
was  sent  on,  and  of  the  instructions  jointly  issued  by  Gen- 
eral Gage  to  him  and  Captain  Campbell,  until  some  days 
after  be  was  at  sea.  This  Committee,  having  examined 
into  these  circumstances,  have  reason  to  belie\e  they  are 
consistent  with  truth. 


Kri<iay,  November  3,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 
Robert  Morris,  Andrew  Allen,  Samuel  Hoiccll,  John 
Montgomery,  James  Mease,  George  Ross,  John  JSixon, 
Daniel  Roberdcau,  Samuel  Miles,  George  Clymer,  Samuel 
Morris,  Jun.,  Thomas  Hharlun,  Jun.,  Rernard  Dough- 
erty, James  Riddle. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Miles  and  Mr.  Dougherty  deliver 
to  Joseph  Fox,  Esq.,  Barrackmasler,  the  following  Order 
of  Assembly  for  repairing  the  Barracks  and  providing  ne- 
cessaries fur  i|uarleiiiig  the  Troops,  viz: 

"In  A.ssembly,  November  1,  1775. 

"L'pon  motion,  C)rdered,  That  the  Barrackmasler  do 
forthwith  put  the  Barracks  near  this  City  in  proper  repair 
for  receiving  the  Troops  now  raising  in  this  Province;  and 
that  the  said  Barrackmasler  do  in  future  receive  and  com- 
ply with  such  orders  from  the  (ximmittee  of  Safety  as 
tliev  mav  find  necessary  to  issue  for  ijuarlering  the  Troops 
in  tlic  said  Barracks. 

••Ch.vhlks  .M.muF.,  Clerk  of  Assembly.- 

That  they  Inipiire  when  the  Barracks  will  be  in  readi- 
ness for  the  reception  of  the  Troops;  likewise,  what  num- 
ber of  Firelocks  are  made  for  this  County. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  That  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  lukt'  ^oiiie  furtiier  measin'es  for  the  defence  of 
this  City  than  ;ne  alivady  provided. 

Tluit  .Mr.  ninninn,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Howell,  and  Mr. 
\iriin,  \ir  a  ( 'niiMiiiitre  lo  inquire  and  to  report  to  this 
IJo.nd  if  a  Sliip  can  be  iiiimediately  bought,  fit  for  a  Pro- 
vincial Sliip-of- War,  or  how  soon  and  at  what  price  such 
a  Ship  can  be  built. 

Mr.  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  and  Mr.  Robert  U  hite  are 
directed  to  provide  Logs  and  Plank  to  build  a  third  tier  of 
Chevaux-de-Frise. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Proctor,  the  following  Or- 
der was  delnered  him  : 
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Sir:  You  will  please  to  admit  Captain  Thomas  Proc- 
tor,\\'\ih  his  Company  of  Artillery,  into  the  Barracks,  and 
furnish  him  with  the  Bedding  late  belonging  to  the  Royal 
Artillery  C'om|)any,  and  with  what  other  necessaries  be- 
longing to  the  Province,  for  their  accommodation,  that  you 
may  have  in  your  power  to  supply  him  with. 

]?y  Older  of  the  Committee: 

Robert  Morris,  Vicc-Frcsidcnt. 
To  Joscpli  Fur,  Esq.,  Barrackmaster. 

Alouday,  November  G,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Robert  Morris,  John  I^i.ton,  iSamuel  IJowell,  Bernard 
Doughirty,  James  Biddlc,  John  Montgomery,  (Icorgc 
C/i/mer,  Robert  White,  Andrew  Allen,  Michael  Swoopc, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jun..  James  Mease,  John  Cadwallader, 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  George  Gray, 
Owen  Riddle. 

Mr.  Dougherty  I'epoits  his  having  delivered  the  Order 
of  Assembly  to  Jostph  For,  Esq.,  Barrackmaster,  for  re- 
pairing the  Barracks  ;  that  the  Barrackmaster  ex])ected 
iliey  would  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  Troops  in 
about  ten  days  ;  that  he  supposed  that  thcie  would  be  six 
Muskets  finished  by  Saturday  next. 

George  Hastings,  late  Commander  of  the  Ship  Rebec- 
ca &f  Francis,  being  desiious  to  go  to  the  wreck  of  said 
Vessel,  now  laying  on  Brigantine  Beach,  we  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  said  Commander  has  been  examined  by 
the  Coiiiiniitee  of  Safety  of  this  Province,  and  regularly 
discharged. 

The  Articles  for  the  Artillery  were  this  day  com]iIeted, 
agreed  to,  and  are  as  follow,  viz: 

Rules  a)td  Regulations  for  the  Artillery  Company. 

Whereas  a  Company  of  Artillery  being  necessary  for 
the  del'eiice  of  this  Colony,  the  Committee  of  Safety  have 
iherefi)ie  resolved  to  take  into  pay  one  Captain,  one  Lieu- 
tenant, one  Fife,  one  Driun,  with  twenty-five  Privates,  for 
that  service,  who  are  to  be  subject  to  the  following  Rules 
and  Regulations,  viz: 

1.  All  officers  and  privates  belonging  to  the  said  Coni- 
jiany  who  shall  be  guilty  of  profane  oaths,  cursing,  drunk- 
enness, or  other  scandalous  actions,  shall  incur  such  punish- 
ment as  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  otience  shall  deserve, 
at  the  discretion  of  a  court-martial. 

2.  Any  officer  or  private  who  shall  strike  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief or  other  his  superior  ollicer,  or  diaw,  or 
ofter  to  draw,  or  lift  up  any  weapon  or  use  any  violence 
against  him,  or  shall  behave  himself  with  contempt  or  dis- 
respect to  him,  them,  or  either  of  them,  being  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  office,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the 
nature  of  his  offence,  at  the  discretion  of  a  court-inariial. 

o.  If  any  person  in  or  belonging  to  the  Artillery  Com- 
pany shall  raise,  or  endeavour  to  raise,  a  mutiny,  on  any 
jjretence  whatever,  or  shall  disobey  any  lawful  commands 
(if  his  superior  officer,  he  shall  on  conviction  thereof  sufier 
such  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  a  court-martial. 

4.  Any  officer  or  (irivate  who  shall  without  leave  of  his 
conniianding  officer  absent  himself  from  the  Company,  or 
from  any  detachment  of  the  same,  or  shall  advise  or  per- 
suade any  other  officer  or  private  so  to  do,  shall  be  punished 
at  the  discretion  of  a  court-marlial. 

.5.  Every  person  in  time  of  action  who  shall  mutiny,  or 
who,  through  cowardice,  disaff'ection,  or  negligence,  shall  at 
such  time  withdraw,  keep  back,  or  not  come  into  the  fiohi 
or  engagement,  or  shall  endea\'our  to  persuade  or  deter 
others  from  doing  their  duty  at  such  time,  shall  suiVer 
death. 

6.  Every  person  who  shall  desert  to  the  enemy,  or  shall 
entice  others  so  to  do,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  pun- 
ishment as  the  circumstances  of  the  offence  shall  deserve 
and  a  couit-martial  shall  think  fit. 

7.  Any  officer  or  private  who  shall  be  convicted  of  hokl- 
ing  any  correspondence  with  or  giving  intelligence  to  the 
enemy,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  shall  suffer  death  or 
such  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  a  court-martial. 

8.  Every  officer  or  private  who  shall  be  convicted  of 
having  designedly  or  carelessly  wasted  or  embezzled   the 


ammunition,  arms,  stores,  or  provisions  with  which  they  are 
intrusted  for  the  publick,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  a 
court-martial  shall  think  proper  for  the  offence. 

9.  Whatever  oflicer  shall  be  foinid  drunk  on  guard  or 
under  arms  shall  be  cashiered  ;  and  any  private  so  offend- 
ing shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  court-martial. 

10.  No  person  in  or  belonging  to  the  said  Artillery  Com- 
pany shall  sleep  upon  his  waich  or  firsake  his  post,  on  pain 
ol  such  punishment  as  a  court-martial  shall  think  tit  to 
impose. 

1 1 .  Any  officer  or  private  who  shall,  by  discharging  fire- 
arms, beating  of  drums,  or  by  any  other  means  occasion 
false  alarms,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  inflicted 
by  a  court-martial. 

12.  All  officers,  of  what  condition  soever,  belonging  cither 
to  the  Artillery  Company  or  the  Provincial  Armed  Boats, 
shall  have  power  to  part  and  quell  all  quarrels,  affrays,  anrl 
disorders,  amongst  or  between  any  sailors  or  soldiers  in  the 
pay  of  this  Province,  and  order  officers  to  be  arrested,  and 
non-commissioned  officers  or  privates  to  be  confined  till 
their  superior  officers  shall  be  acquainted  therewith  ;  and 
whoever  shall  refuse  to  obey  such  officer,  though  of  an  in- 
ferior rank,  or  shall  draw  his  sword  or  lift  up  any  weapon 
against  him,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  court- 
martial. 

13.  If  any  officer  or  private  shall  think  himself  wronged 
by  his  commanding  officer,  he  may  appl)-  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  who  will  redress  his  grievance. 

14.  The  Captain  of  the  said  Artillery  Company  shall 
rank  with  the  Captains  of  our  armed  boats,  according  to 
the  dates  of  their  respective  commissions ;  and  the  Lieuten- 
ants of  said  company  shall  have  rank  with  the  First  Lieu- 
tenants of  the  said  boats,  in  like  manner,  according  to  the 
date  of  their  respective  commissions. 

15.  All  ships  and  other  vesseN,  and  their  cargoes,  ammu- 
nition, artillery,  clothing,  or  other  articles  taken  from  the 
enemy,  shall  be  disposed  of  or  distribuletl  as  the  I^ovincial 
Assembly  shall  hereafter  think  proper. 

16.  If  any  officer  or  private  shall  conunit  any  ciime  de- 
serving punishment,  he  shall  by  his  commanding  officer  be 
put  under  arrest,  if  an  officer,  or  if  a  non-connnissioned 
officer  or  private,  be  put  in  confinemetit  until  he  shall  be 
tried  by  a  court-martial  or  discharged  by  proper  authority. 

17.  if  any  otficer  under  arrest  shall  leave  his  confine- 
ment before  he  is  set  at  liberty  by  the  officer  who  confined 
him,  or  by  proper  authority,  he  shall  be  cashieied. 

18.  Any  officer  who  shall  presume  to  discharge  any 
prisoner  committed  to  his  charge,  without  proper  authority 
for  so  doing,  or  shall  suffer  the  prisoner  to  escape,  shall 
be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  court-martial. 

1 9.  If  any  commissioned  officer  shall  be  convicted  bel'o;  e 
a  court-martial  of  behaving  in  a  scandalous,  infamous,  cruel, 
oppressive,  or  fraudulent  manner,  unbecoming  the  charac- 
ter of  an  officer,  he  shall  be  dismissed  from  the  service. 

20.  All  crimes  not  capital,  and  all  disorders  or  neglect 
wliich  olficers  and  privates  may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  good  order  and  military  discijiline,  though  not  men- 
tioned in  these  articles,  shall  be  taken  notice  of  by  a  court- 
martial,  and  punished  according  to  the  iiatm'e  ol  the  ol- 
fe.K-e. 

•21.  INo  person  to  be  sentenced  by  a  court-martial  tu 
suffer  death,  excipl  the  cases  expressly  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  articles  ;  nor  shall  any  other  punishment  be  in- 
flicted, at  the  discretion  of  a  court-maitial,  other  than 
degrading,  cashiering,  drumming  out  of  the  company,  fine 
not  exceeding  two  months"  pay,  and  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  one  nionlh. 

■22.  The  Captain  of  our  said  Company  of  Artillery  slial, 
appoint  some  suitable  person  to  receive  all  such  fines  as 
may  arise  within  the  same,  for  breach  of  any  of  these 
articles;  which  fines  shall  be  accounted  for  to  the  Assem- 
bly or  Committee  of  Safety,  and  by  ihem  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  relief  of  the  maimed  and  disabled  in  the  service,  and 
the  support  of  ihe  widows  and  families  of  such  as  may  be 
killed. 

23.  Courts-martial  may  be  composed  of  commissioned 
officers  from  our  armed  boats,  in  conjunction  with  any  of  the 
officers  of  our  Artillery  Company,  who  shall  have  power  to 
hear  and  determine  all  causes,  agreeable  to  these  articles. 

21.  No  court-marlial  for  the  trial  of  offences  under  the 
decree  of  capital   shall   consist  of  less  than   five  officer-.. 
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except  in  cases  where  that  number  cannot  conveniently  be 
assembled,  when  there  may  be  siiiiicient  who  are  to  deter- 
mine on  the  sentence  by  a  majority  of  voices  ;  and  in  all 
trials  for  capital  offences  the  court-martial  shall  be  composed 
of  thirteen  ofMcers,  and  the  sentence  be  determined  by  at 
least  two-thirds. 

5>5.  All  persons  belonging  to  our  boats  or  our  Artillery 
Company,  called  as  witnesses  in  any  case  before  a  court- 
martial,  who  sliall  refuse  to  attend  and  give  evidence,  shall 
be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  court-martial. 

■26.  All  members  of  a  court-martial  are  to  behave  with 
calmness,  decency,  and  impartiality,  and  in  giving  their 
voles  are  to  begin  with  the  youngest  or  lowest  in  commis- 
sion ;  and  all  ollicers  arc  to  rank  in  comls-martiul  according 
to  their  connnissions. 

21.  All  members  sitting  in  a  court-martial  shall  be  sworn 
or  affirmed  by  the  President  of  said  court,  which  President 
liimself  shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed  by  the  officer  next  in 
rank  in  said  court.  The  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  adminis- 
tered previous  to  their  proceeding  to  the  trial  of  any 
offender,  in  form  following,  viz:  "  You,  A  B,  swear  or 
affirm  (hat  you  will  well  and  truly  try,  and  impartially  de- 
termine, the  cause  of  the  prisoner  now  to  be  tried,  according 
to  the  rules  I'ramed  for  the  regulation  of  the  Fennsi/lva- 
nia  Artillery  Company;"  if  an  oath,  add  "so  help  you 
God.-' 

28.  The  President  of  the  court-niariial  shall  admmister 
the  following  oath  or  affirmation  to  all  persons  called  to 
f^ive  evidence:  "You  swear  or  afiirm,  that  the  evidence 
you  shall  give  in  the  cause  now  trying  shall  be  the  truth,  the 
whole  trutli,  and  nothing  but  the  truth;"  if  an  oath,  add 
"  so  help  you  God.'' 

'2\).  No  person  shall  sutler  death,  agreeable  to  the  sen- 
tence of  a  court-martial,  (except  in  the  cases  mentioned 
in  the  fifth  article,)  until  the  sentence  is  confirmed  by 
the  Assembly,  or,  in  their  recess,  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety. 

;_JU.  Tlie  Captain  of  the  said  Artillciy  Company  shall, 
in  the  beginning  of  every  month,  make  a  faithful  return  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  men  in  his  Company,  to  be 
si'med  by  himself;  and  upon  being  convicted  of  having 
made  a  false  return,  shall  be  discharged  from  the  service  ; 
and  if  he  neglect  to  make  a  return  within  the  month,  shall 
be  fined  at  the  discretion  of  said  Commiilee. 

."31.  I\o  officer  or  private  shall  be  tried  a  second  time  for 
the  same  oiience. 

.yi.  And  for  the  encouragement  of  good  and  able-bodied 
men  to  enter  into  the  said  Artillery  Company,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  have  resolved  to  jiay  to  the  Captain  of  the 
said  Company  twenty  dollars  per  month  ;  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant, fourteen  dollars  per  month;  and  to  each  Private,  Fife, 
and  Drum,  six  dollars  per  month;  with  the  same  allowance 
of  jjrovisions  and  liquor  as  ordered  for  the  aimed  boats. 

We,  the  underwritten,  having  seen  and  distinctly  heard 
the  foregoing  Articles  read,  and  fully  understanding  the 
contents  thereof,  do  freely  and  vohmlarily  subject  ouislIvcs 
to  all  and  every  of  the  rules,  regulations,  and  restrictions 
therein  contained.  In  wiiness  whereof,  ue  hereunto  sub- 
scribe our  names. 
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Resolved,  That  Capt; 
Master-at-Arms  with  the 
Vadwalladcr,  now  on  be 
receipt  for  the  same.  A 
place  the  number  (jf  Fin 
Boats  as  soon  as  po-sible. 

That  he  appoint  the  necessiirv  AOn-C 
cers  of  his  Company,  they  serving  fui- 
That  he  may  order  his  men  to  ihe  IJaii 
'Y\\A\.  Robtrt  Towers  supply  him  with 
Carriage,  and  every  other  necessary  for 
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■yiniiiicl  jloiccll,  George 

Biddle,  Andrew  Allen, 

Jun.,  .Jr/in 


At  a  meeling  of  the  Coiimiille 

Robert  Morris,  George  G ra;/ 
Clijmer,  Daniel  Roberdenu,  Juiik 
.lolui  Ni.ion,  Siimiiel  Miles,   Samuel  Mi 
Cadwallader,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Owen  Biddle. 

Resolved.  That  Samuel  Howell  and  Colonel  Cadwalla 
drr  be  a  Commiilee  to  pureha-e  some  Powder,  now  ii 
licailiuo;.  from  Jonathan  I'ult^.  Ivii. 


Upon  application  of  Andrew  Allen,  Esq.,  from  the 
Continental  Congress,  to  this  Board,  for  a  quantity  of  Gun- 
powder, 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  furnish  the  Congress  with 
five  hundred  pounds  of  Gunpowder,  and  that  Robert  Mor- 
ris, Es(].,  give  an  order  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  joined  with 
Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Miles,  be  a  Committee  for  borrowing 
the  sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  for  the  use  of  this 
Province,  and  that  the  Board  will  give  their  bond  for  the 
same. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roherdeau,  Colonel  Cadwal- 
lader, and  Colonel  JS'iion,  be  a  Committee  to  inquiie  what 
services  the  Master-at-Arms  has  done;  to  know  if  such 
an  officer  is  necessary  to  the  armed  boats;  and  if  the  |ire- 
sent  one  is  sufficient  for  the  appointment,  that  they  draw 
up  instructions  for  his  government. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Mease,  Mr.  Niton,  and  Mr.  Jf  bar- 
ton, the  Committee  of  Accounts,  purchase  from  Mr.  Fcter 
Knight  all  the  Turpentine  he  has  for  sale. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Howell  and  Mr.  Clymer  be  a  Coin- 
miltee  to  inquire  into  the  quantity  of  Sulphur  that  is  now 
in  ibis  City. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Miehael 
Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  this  Board,  for  one  thousand 
Pounds,  in  favour  of  Thomas  IVharton,  John  Niton,  and 
James  Aleasc,  Committee  of  Accounts. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  that  Mr. 
llharton,  Mr.  IVhitt,  Mr.  Niion,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Robert 
Morris,  and  Mr.  Clymer,  be  a  Committee  to  contract  with 
such  persons  as  they  may  think  most  capable,  for  the  im- 
mediate building  and  equipping  a  Ship-of-VVar  for  the  river 
service,  to  mount  twenty  eighteen  Pounders,  and  to  provide 
the  Guns,  necessary  Ammunition,  Provisions,  and  other 
articles  fitting  for  such  ship. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  fVikocks,  INIr.  James  Biddle,  and 
Mr.  Owen  Biddle,  he  a  Committee  to  apply  to  the  Bnr- 
rackmasler  to  go  and  inspect  the  condition  of  the  Barracks, 
examine  the  quantity  and  the  quality  of  the  Provincial 
Stores,  to  take  a  list  of  the  same,  and  make  report  to  lliis 
Board. 

Resolved,  Ti.at  Mr.  Owen  Biddle,  Mr.  Clymer.  and 
Mr.  Cadwallader,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  and  make 
report  to  this  Board  whether  there  is  any  person  skilled  in 
the  casting  of  large  Cannon,  and  whether  the  same  can  be 
done  at  any  of  the  Furnaces  in  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  as  it  appears  to  this  Board  that  ihe  pro- 
viding a  number  of  Fire-Kafis  will  contribute  greaily  lo 
delend  this  City  against  hostile  attacks  from  Men  of  \\'ar. 
Ml'.  Howell,  Captain  ll'hitc,  Mr.  James  Biddle,  and  Mi. 
Owen  Biddle,  be  a  Committee  to  imjuire  into  the  construc- 
tion of  such  Fire-Rafts,  and  to  give  immediate  diieclions 
for  building  so  many  of  them  as  may  be  necessary,  and 
report  thereon  to  this  Committee. 

The  Committee  for  regulating  the  Pilots  reporled  to  the 
Board  the  following  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  conduct 
of  tlie  Pilots  appointed  to  carry  all  vessels  up  and  down 
the  river  between  Chester  and  Philadelphia,  with  a  copv 
of  the  certificates  they  have  agreed  upon  and  delivered  to 
the  said  Pilots;  and  the  Board  having  taken  the  same  into 
consideration,  do  approve  ol  them,  and  ordered  them  to  be 
entered  on  their  .Minutes. 

The  Conimitlee  of  Safety  having  ordered  and  directed 
that  ten  Pilols  only  be  employed  in  conducting  all  vessels 
between  Philadelphia  and  C/ics/cr,  whether  in  waid  or  out- 
ward Ixiinul,  the  fiillnwiiig  are  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
conrerning  ihem.  \v/. : 

1st.  Thai  li\e  of  the  said  number  of  Pilots  he  in  readi- 
ness at  I'hilaililphia,  to  carry  vessels  down  to  Chester: 
and  li.iviiig  peiloiined  that  service,  immediately  to  return  hy 
land,  or  in  iheir  skiffs,  to  Philadelphia. 

•id.  That  ihe  oilier  tn'e  be  at  Chester,  to  bring  vessels 
up  from  there  to  Philailelphia,  and  are  to  relurii  in  like 
manner  to  Chester. 

;5d.  That  no  Pilot  he  allowed  lo  return  to  his  slaliuu 
otherwise  than  as  above,  unless  when  it  ha)i|)eiis  thai  any 
vessel  shall  he  in  want  of  a  Pilot,  and  there  is  none  other 
on  ihe  snot,  in  which  ca^e  he  iiiav  lake  clnir!ie  of  her. 
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4tli.  That  eacli  set  of  Pilots  cliange  their  stations  every 
ten  days,  unless  it  be  otherwise  agreed  amongst  themselves. 

5lh.  That  such  of  the  five  Pilots  at  Pkiladelp/iia  as  are 
not  absent  on  duty  shall  attend  from  ten  to  one  o'clock 
every  day,  at  the  house  of  Clement  Humphreys,  on  Fiiie 
Street  Wharf,  and  those  at  Chester  at  the  house  of  Mrs. 
II  itley,  to  receive  apjjlications  from  owners  or  masters  of 
vessels. 

Gth.  That  the  several  Pilots  be  obliged  to  perform  the 
services  required  in  rotation,  according  to  the  number  of 
the  ticket  or  certificate  of  their  appointment  that  each 
one  receives  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  unless  where 
otherwise  agreed  among  themselves;  and  that  applications 
made  by  owners  or  masters  of  vessels  at  the  afoiesaid 
houses  be  deemed  due  and  sufiicient  notice. 

The  following  is  the  form  of  the  Certificate  delivered  the 
ten  Pilots,  viz  : 

"John  Snyder,  Pilot,  is  appointed  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  the  Province  o(  Pennsylvania  to  conduct  vessels 
between  the  port  o(  Fhiladeljihia  and   Chester. 

"  I3y  order  of  the  Committee: 

"  RoBKKT  -Morris,  llce-Presidcnt. 

"  Plul.idBlptiia,  October  li'i.  1775  " 

That  none  of  the  Pilots  so  employed  demand  or  receive 
any  pilotage  from  owners  or  masters  of  vessels  for  such 
service,  tliey  being  in  the  pay  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
for  this  special  jiurpose. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Francis  Johnson  be  appointed  to 
pay  the  Pilots  that  may  bring  up  any  vessels  to  Chester, 
that  may  choose  to  receive  it  of  him,  and  that  he  be 
I'urnished  by  the  Committee  of  Accounts  with  fifty  Pounds 
fur  that  purpose;  he  is  also  to  receive  fron)  the  Pilots  he 
pays  the  orders  on  the  owners  of  the  ships,  endorsed  pay- 
able to  iljis  Board. 

Resolved,  Tliat  John  Christie  be  appointed  Second  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Armed  Boat  Dickinson. 

Captain  Hastings  was  this  clay  discharged  of  his  parole, 
and  leave  given  him  to  depart  this  Province. 

Tl)e  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  expense  of  buiklingand  ecpiipping  a  Sliip-of-VVar,  fur  the 
river  service,  capable  of  mounting  twenty  eigliteen  Pound- 
ers, exclusive  of  Guns,  and  the  necessary  Ammunition,  Sea- 
men's Wages,  and  Provisions,  report,  as  their  opinion,  that 
it  will  require  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau  inform  the  Jailer  of 
this  City,  that  it  is  the  order  of  this  Board,  that  he  permit 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Snoivden  and  Mr.  Carter,  now  prisoners 
by  order  of  this  Board,  to  visit  them  during  their  confine- 
ment ;  and  that  he  acquaint  the  said'  prisoners,  that  this 
Board  will  discharge  them  from  their  confinement,  on  their 
giving  security,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds  each, 
lor  their  future  good  behaviour. 

Wednesday,  Noveniljfr  8,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :   Present — 
Robert  Morns,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Rernord  Dougher- 
ty, SoiHUcl  Miles,  John  Montgomery,  James  Riddle,  Owen 
Riddle,  Samuel  Howell,  George  Clynier,  James  Mease, 
John  Cadwallader,  Andreiu  Allen. 

Mr.  Montgomery  delivered  this  Board  the  following  Re- 
solve of  the  Committee  of  Cumberland  County,  viz: 

"  Sliippensburgli,  Novemtier  2,  1775. 

"  Resolved,  That  Colonel  IVilson  and  Colonel  Mont- 
gomery be  directed  to  dispose  of  all  the  Powder  and  Lead 
now  in  this  Cuunly  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  pay 
the  Townships  their  respective  quotas  before  tlie  Ammu- 
nition is  taken  out  of  the  County. 

"James  Wilson,  Chairman." 

In  consequence  of  the  above  Resolve,  the  Board  aL;ree 
lo  purchase  the  said  Powder  and  Lead,  and  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery and  Mr.  Wilson  are  desired  to  make  out  an  ac- 
count of  the  same,  when  they  shall  have  an  order  for  the 
amount. 

Mr.  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  re- 
ceived the  following  articles  into  store,  viz :  235  pounds 
1-2  ounces  of  battle  Powder,  from  Osivald  Eve;  10  quar- 
ter-casks of  Powder,  weight  '250  pounds,  from  Oswald 
Eve,  u  hich  last   Powder  sent  him    to  repair  ;  34  pounds 


of  Lead  Bullets,  from  Captain  Furman;  118  pounds  of 
Lead,  i\om  James  Innis ;  IG  Provincial  Muskets,  11  Sleel 
Ramrods,  13  Bayonets,  26  Cartridge-Boxes,  23  Scabbards, 
5  Frogs,  from  Captain  Cadwallader ;  5  Provincial  Muskets, 

4  Provincial  Bayonets,  from  Captain  Fryor;  5  Provincial 
Muskets,  1  Provincial  Bayonet,  from  Captain  Todd;  3  Pro- 
vincial Muskets,  from  Joseph  Fox,  (ram  i\orthampton  Coun- 
ty ;  107  pounds  of  Lead  Ball,  84  pounds  of  Tea-Chest 
Lead,  7  Swivel  Balls,  from  Mrs.  Montgomery  ;    1  Musket, 

from  ,  cost  thirty-seven   Shillings'and  six   Pence;    1 

Province  Musket,  from  Chistopher  Ludwicke;  1  Musket, 
bought  of  Mr.  Dunn;  1,500  Lock  Brushes,  Prickers,  and 
and  Wires,  from  George  Gray,  Esq.;  30  Pikes,  from 
Samuel  ff'heeler. 

Mrs.  Ann  Gibbs  imported  Fire-Arms  to  the  amount  ol 
forty-seven  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Gibbs  have  a  certificate  of  the  said 
Arms  being  purchased  by  this  Board,  and  that  she  may  be 
allowed  to  export  Provisions  to  the  amount,  agreeable  to 
a  Resolve  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Owen  Riddle,  Captain  Hhitc,  and 
Mr.  Clymer,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  most  efi'ectual 
way  of  connecting  the  Chevaux-de-Frise  by  chains,  and  that 
they  procure  a  chain  for  the  purpose. 

Tluirsday,  November  9,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety :   Present — 

Robert  Morris,  Owen  Riddle,  Samuel  Miles,  George 
Gray,  George  Clymer,  Samuel  Howell,  Thomas  U'harton, 
Jun.,  Jolin  Cadwallader,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Alexander 
JVilfocks,  James  Mease. 

Resolved,  That  .Mr.  Samuel  Miles  engage  .Sebastian 
Keely,  to  make  one  liuudrtd  Firelocks,  for  the  use  of  thi-. 
Province. 

Agreeably  to  the  above  Resolve,  Mr.  Miles  informs  this 
Board,  that  Mr.  Keely  has  engaged  to  deliver  six  Fire- 
locks per  week,  until  he  com)iletes  one  hundred  ;  and  has 
delivered  him  a  pattern  Gun,  made  by  Mr.  Fhrahl. 

Mr.  Alexander  ll'ilcocks  and  Mr.  Owen  Riddle  report 
their  having  gone,  with  the  Barrackmaster,  to  the  Bar- 
racks, and  examined  the  Bedihng,  Furniture,  &c.,  belong- 
ing to  this  Province;  took  an  account  of  the  same,  and  i-- 
as  follows,  viz  : 

Ofiicers'  Bedding  :  18  Feather  Beds  ;   Itl  Bed  Curtains  . 

5  Bolsters;  3  Pillows;  13  Sacking  Bottoms;  a  number  of 
Bedsteads  in  pieces. 

Soldiers'  Bedding  :  306  Blankets,  250  of  which  are  very 
bad  ;  1 12  Linen  Bed  Cases,  most  of  them  bad  ;  57  Bolster 
Cases,  many  bad.  Mr.  Fox  says  there  is  in  a  cellar  in  the 
Barracks  about  20  Iron  Pots,  a  parcel  of  Iron  Shovels. 
Tongs,  and  Dogs,  mostly  broke. 

f\M'niture  :  35  Cliairs,  many  broke  ;  19  Tables,  inanv 
broke;  2  Looking-Glasses. 

The  quantity  of  Powder  at  present  in  the  Cannon  Car- 
tridges having,  upon  trial,  been  found  insufficient,  the  Cap- 
tains were  ordered  this  day  to  increase  the  quantity,  b)- 
employing  some  Caitridgcs  to  make  up  the  proper  quan- 
tity in  otliers. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :   Present — 

Robert  Morris,  .Samuel  Howell,  Thomas  IVharton,  Jun.. 
Rernard  Dougherty.  John  Cadwallader,  John  yi von,  Jo- 
seph Reed,  .Samuel  Mites,  George  Clymer.  Daniel  Rober- 
deau, Aleiandtr  Ifilcorks,  Owen  fiddle.  James  Viddli, 
James  ]\lcase. 

The  Continental  Congress  having  recommended  lo  the 
Assembly  or  Committee  of  Safety  to  raise  and  supply  a 
Battalion  for  the  defence  of  the  liberties  o[  Atnerica,  and 
having  delivered  this  Board  an  Order  on  their  Treasurer 
for  the  sum  of  three  thousand  Dollars,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  appoint  a  Treasurer,  for  the  jiurposes  of  receivin" 
and  paying  all  moneys  respecting  the  said  Battalion  ;  there- 
fore. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Mease  and  Cadwallader  bt. 
and  they  are  hereb)-  appointed  joint  Treasurers  or  Pav- 
masters  for  the  time  being,  and  that  the  said  Order  be  de- 
livered them. 

Resolved,  That  .Mr.  Samuel  Caldwell  purchase  a  su^- 
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cient  number  of  Blankets  foi-  supplying  the  Battalion  now 
raising  in  this  Province  for  the  Continental  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Banackmaster  be  directed  to  deliver 
to  the  Captain  of  each  Company  of  the  Battalion  raising 
in  this  Province  a  proportionable  part  of  the  Bedding  and 
Utensils  now  in  the  Barracks,  taking  from  each  Captain  a 
receipt  for  such  as  shall  be  delivered  to  him,  which  receipt 
shall  also  contain  a  promise  that  such  Bedding  and  Utensils 
as  are  intended  for  Officers  shall  not  be  made  use  of  by 
any  of  the  private  men  in  their  respective  Companies;  and 
that  the  same  be  used  in  the  Barracks  only,  and  be  returned 
to  the  Barrackmaster,  on  demand. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  Cajjtains  of  the  Continen- 
tal Battalion  now  raising  be  directed  to  look  out  for  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  good  substantial  Firelocks  and  Bayonets, 
for  the  use  of  the  men  in  iheir  respective  Companies;  and 
the  same  being  approved  of,  as  to  price  and  quality,  by 
RobertTowtrs,  Commissary,  and  Thomas  Savage,  and  they 
certifying  the  same,  the  OlKcurs  shall  then  purchase  them,_ 
and  receive  an  Order  from  this  Board  for  the  amount  of 
the  purchase  money  of  such  Muskets  as  shall  be  so  ap- 
proved of. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  contract  for  building  a  Ship 
informing  the  Board,  from  the  unfitness  of  the  season,  and 
the  many  difficulties  they  foresee  in  the  execution  of  the 
work,  they  apprehend  she  will  not  be  completed  so  early 
the  next  year  as  the  publick  service  may  require:  there- 
fore. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  authorized  to 
make  an  immediate  purchase,  and  equip  any  Ship  they 
may  think  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wharton,  Mr.  fVhitc,  Mr.  Chjmcr, 
and  Mr.  Nicon,  the  Commitlee  of  Pilots,  be  desired  to  hire 
a  Pilot-Boat  to  cruise  in  the  Bay  of  Delaware,  as  an  ex- 
press or  intelligence  Boat. 

SiLti.nl,.y,  Nuveiiiber  11,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 
Robert  Morris,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  John  Nixon,  Sam- 
uel Morris,  Jun.,  George  Gray,  James  Mease,  Alexander 
IVilcocks,  Owen  Diddle,  Robert  While,  Thomas  Wharton, 
Jun.,  Samuel  Miles,  John  Montgomery,  John  Cadwalla- 
der,  Samuel  Howell. 

Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  yesterday,  the  Order  for 
three' thousand  Dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  Battalion  now- 
raising,  was  this  day  delivered  to  Messrs.  Mease  and  Cald- 
well, and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"Congro.ss  Chamber,  Xovcmbcr  9,  177o. 

"  Gentle.men  :  Please  to  pay  to  the  Commitlee  of  Safe- 
ty of  Philadelphia  three  thousand  Dollars,  an  advance  for 
the  use  of  the  Battalion  now  raising;    the  expenditure  of 
which  to  Le  accounted  for  by  the  said  Committee  of  Safety. 
"  By  order  of  Congress  : 

"John  Hamock,  President. 
"To  Michael  Hillegas,  and  George  Vlymer,  Esqs.,  Con- 
tinental Treasurers." 

Endorsed  in  Committee. 
Please  to  pay  the  contents  to  Messrs.  Mease  and  t'(;/(/- 
vell,  for  account  of  the  Battalion  now  raising  in  this  Pro- 
\ince.      By  order  of  the  Board: 

RoBEKT  MouRis,  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Toieers,  Commissary,  is  ordered  to  deli\er  to  Cup- 
tain  Proctor  six  eighteen  pound  Cannon,  with  all  the  ne- 
cessary Stores  and  Implements  belonging  Id  llieiii,  for  the 
service  of  this  Province,  at  Fort-Island. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Caldwell  purchase  a  sufli- 
cient  number  of  Shoes,  Hats,  Stockings,  and  Linen  projjer 
for  Hunting  Shirts,  for  the  Battalion  now  raising  in  this 
Province  for  the  Continental  service. 

Resolved,  by  this  Committee,  That  it  is  expedient  to 
provide  one  thousand  Firelocks  anil  Bayonets,  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  Province  ;  that  Colonel  Cadwallader  anil  Mr. 
Wilcocks  reijucst  the  favour  of  Captain  Shte,  and  Captain 
Wilcocks,  and  Captain  Cadwallader,  to  contract  for  and 
provide  the  same. 

Colonel  Cadwallader  and  Mr.  Wilcocks  report  to  this 
Board,  that  the  abovementioned  gentlemen  will  endea\()ur 
10  contract  for  and  sujiply  the  number  of  I'irelocks  required. 
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Resolved,  That  Captain  Shee,  Captain  Jf'ilcocks,  and 
Captain  Cadwallader,  be  authorized  to  contract  for  and 
provide  any  number  of  Firelocks  and  Bayonets,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand,  to  be  made  agreeable  to  a  pattern 
which  this  Board  will  deliver  them,  and  for  a  price  that 
shall  not  exceed  what  is  given  by  the  Commissioners  and 
Assessors  of  the  County  where  they  shall  make  such  con- 
tract;  that  the  said  Firelocks,  before  they  are  accepted, 
shall  be  proved  by  Robert  Towers,  Commissary  ;  and  this 
Board  do  agree  to  advance  such  sums  of  Money  as  may 
be  necessary  to  expedite  and  complete  the  said  business. 

John  Saunders,  Pilot,  being  a  person  who,  by  the  regu- 
lations of  this  Board,  ought  not  to  bring  a  vessel  higher  u[) 
the  River  Delaware  than  the  Town  of  Chester,  having 
wantonly,  and  in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  this  Board, 
piloted  a  Ship  through  the  Chevaux-de-Frise,  to  the  great 
danger  of  damaging  the  said  Ship  and  hazard  of  the  safety 
of  this  Province, 

This  Board,  after  due  examination,  and  being  fully  sa- 
tisfied of  the  truth  of  the  above  facts,  in  order  to  punish 
the  said  Pilot,  and  to  deter  others  from  the  like  offences, 
do  resolve,  that  the  said  John  Saunders  be  committed  to 
the  common  Jail  of  this  County,  and  there  to  be  kept  in 
safe  custody  during  the  pleasure  of  this  Board. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  Resolve,  the  following  com- 
mitment was  issued,  viz: 

"  In  Committee  of  Safety. 
"  Ti>  Thomas  Dkwees,  Keeper  of  the  JoiY  o/ Philadel- 
PHi.A  County: 
"  You  are  hereby  required  to  receive  into  your  custody 
the  body  of  John  Saunders,  and  safely  keep  him  in  the 
Jail  of  Philadelphia  County,  until  you  receive  the  further 
order  of  this  Board. 

"  Robert  Morris,  Vice-President. 
"Xovenibor  11,  1773." 

Monday,  Novembt-r  13,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :   Present — 
Robert  Morris,  JolmCadwallader,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun., 
Dernard  Dougherty,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Robert  fVhite, 
Owen  Riddle,  George  Clymer,  John  Nixon. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Proctor,  of  the  Artillery 
Company,  an  Order  was  drawn,  by  order  of  the  Board,  on 
Joseph  Fox,  Esq.,  to  deliver  him  what  Provincial  Arms  he 
may  have  in  his  possession. 

Oliver  DeLancy,  a  Lieutenant  in  His  Majesty's  Navy, 
having  arrived  here  from  London,  upon  motion,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  he  should  give  the  following  Parole  of 
Honour,  which  he  read,  agreed  to,  and  signed,  viz: 

"  \,  Oliver  De  Lancy,  Lieutenant  in  his  .Majesty's  Navy, 
now  in  the  custody  and  under  the  protection  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  the  Province  o(  Pennsylvania,  do  hereby 
promise,  upon  the  honour  of  an  olficer  and  a  gentleman, 
that  1  will  not  bear  arms  against  the  United  Amirican  Co- 
lonics during  the  present  contest  between  them  and  Great 
Britain  ;  and  that  I  will  not  in  that  time  attempt  to  give 
any  intelligence  to  the  British  Ministry,  or  to  any  oflicer 
commanding  any  troops  employed  against  the  Colonies, 
or  person  holding  any  office  under  the  British  Coverii- 
meut,  on  anv  matter  relative  lo  America. 

"Oliver  De  Lancv." 


Wednesday,   N'ovenilier  15,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Robert  Morris,  John  Nixon,  Owen 
Biddtc,  Alciander  llilcocks,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Bernard 
Dougherty,  James  Mease,  Robert  White,  George  Clymer, 
Saniucl  iiowell,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Samuel  Mile.^, 
John  Cadwallader,  Anthony  Wayne. 

An  Account  of  Thomas  Dewees,  Jail-Keeper,  for  Liijnor 
and  Provisions  supplied  the  Guards  that  attended  whilst 
Dr.  Kearslcy  and  J.  Brooks  were  confined,  was  exhibited 
lo  the  lioard  ;  and  upon  consideration  thereof,  and  the 
sense  of  the  Board  being  taken  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  will  allow  every  person  that 
mounted  guard  on  that  occasion  Continental  pay,  or  eigh- 
teen Pence,  every  twelve  hours,  for  a  Private,  and  in  pro- 
portion for  a  greater  or  less  time,  with  twelve  Pence  in  lieu 
of  Rations,  and  no  more. 
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Tlmrsday,  November  16,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commiitee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Robert  Morris,  Samuel  Hoivcll,  Samuel  AJiles,  George 
Taylor,  Bernard  Dougherty,  James  iMcasc,  Thomas  ft'har- 
ton,  Jun.,  Anthony  fVayne,  John  Montgomery,  George 
Uymer. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  tlie  Order  drawn  the  ^Oth  Sep- 
tember, agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  26th,  on  Michael 
Hillcgas,  Esq.,  Treasurer  to  this  Board,  in  favour  of  the 
Commissioners  and  Assessors  oC Northampton  County,  for 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds,  was  delivered  to  George 
Taylor,  Esq.,  to  be  transmitted  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  and  Robert  White, 
the  Committee  for  purchasing  Logs  for  constructing  Che- 
vaux-de-Frise,  do  contract  for  and  engage  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  Logs  for  building  three  tier  of  tliem. 

Resolved,  That  one  more  tier  of  Chevaux-de-Frise  be 
sunk  above  those  already  sunk,  near  lo  Fort-Island. 

That  two  tier  of  Chevaux-de-Frise  be  sunk,  for  the  se- 
curity of  this  Province,  in  the  channel  opposite  or  near  to 
31arcus  nook. 

Resolved,  That  James  Josiah  be  appointed  First  Lieu- 
tenant to  the  Armed  Boat  Chatham,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Alexander. 

That  •. Mitchell  be  appointed  Second  Lieutenant  to 

Captain  Alexander.  

Fridi;y,  November  17,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safely:  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Robert  Morris,  Bernard  Dough- 
erty, Joseph  Reed,  Owen  Biddle,  Anthony  Jf'ayne,  John 
Nixon,  Robert  White,  George  Clymer,  Daniel  Rober- 
dcau. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  received 
two  hundred  and  three  pounds  of  Gunpowder  from  George 
Lush,  which  is  made  out  of  Saltpetre  purchased  by  this 
Board,  and  that  there  is  seventeen  pounds  of  Saltpetre 
wasted  in  refining  the  one  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds 
received  from  Yorktown. 

Captain  Doi;o-/(e;7(^  having  informed  this  Board  tliat  Wil- 
liam Green,  a  person  employed  on  board  one  of  the  Armed 
Boats,  had  publickly  said  he  would  enter  on  board  a  man- 
of-war  the  first  op|)ortunity,  and  do  what  mischief  he  could, 
as  he  was  a  Pilot:   Inconsequence  of  the  above  information, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  ll'illiam  Green  bo  committed 
to  the  Jail  of  this  County  during  the  pleasiue  of  this  Board, 
to  be  there  confined. 

Agreeable  to  which  Resolve,  the  following  Commitment 
was  issued : 

"  111  Committee  of  Safet}',  November  17,  1775. 

"  You  arc  hereby  required  to  receive  into  your  custody 
tlie  body  of  If'illiam  Green,  a  person  employed  on  board 
the  Armed  Boaf  Congress,  in  the  service  of  this  Pi'ovince, 
and  safely  keep  him  in  the  Jail  of  Fhiladelphia  County, 
until  you  receive  the  further  order  of  this  Board." 

Resolved,  That  the  Gunners  and  Matrosscs,  belonging 
to  the  Artillery  Company,  be  allowed  the  accoutrements 
as  proposed  by  Captain  Thomas  Proctor. 

That  Robert  Tou'ers,  Commissaiy,  get  made  a  sufficient 
Gin  for  the  use  of  the  Artillery  at  Fort-Island . 

That  Captain  Proctor  provide  a  Drum  and  Fife  for  his 
Company. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  and  signed 
by  the  President,  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  dddwcll.  Trea- 
surers to  the  Battalion  now  raising  in  this  Province  for  the 
service  of  tlie  Continent,  in  favour  of  Captain  Dorsey,  for 
sixty-six  Pounds,  seven  Shillings,  being  for  nineteen  Fire- 
locks he  purchased  for  the  use  of  his  Company. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  a  Letter  was  wrote  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Cumberland  County,  respecting  some  Firelocks 
in  that  County,  belonging  to  this  Province,  recommending 
them  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  poor  Associators. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  and  signed 
by  Daniel  Roberdeau,  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell, 
Treasurers  to  the  Continental  Battalion  now  raising  in  this 
Province,  in  favour  of  Thomas  Miles,  for  four  Pounds  five 
Shillings,  being  for  a  Musket  bought  by  Captain  Ilarmar, 
for  the  use  of  his  Company  in  said  Battalion. 
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.Saturday,  November  18,  1775 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 
Robert  Morris,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  John  Nixo7i,  John. 
Cadwalladcr,  George  Clymer,  Owen  Biddle. 

Monday,  November  20,  1775 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 
John  iVu'o?),  Chairman,  George  Clymer,  Daniel  Rober- 
deau, Thos.  Wharton,  Bernard  Dougherty,  Samuel  How- 
ell, Owen  Biddle,  Michael  Swoope,  Alexcmder  Wilcocks. 
By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  delivered  to  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  Master-at-Arms,  on  Robert  Towers,  Com- 
missary, for  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  Piiming-Wires  and 
Brushes,  for  the  use  of  the  Arms  on  board  the  Armed 
Boats.  

Tuesday,  November  21,  177  5. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

John  }\ixon,C\\a\\man,  George  Clymer,  Thomas  JVhur- 
ton,  Jun.,  Owen  Biddle,  James  Cndwallader,  Robert 
IVhitc,  James  Biddle. 

LTpon  application  of  this  Board  to  the  honourable  the 
Assembly,  they  were  pleased  to  come  to  the  following  Re- 
solve, viz : 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  absence  of  th.e  President  anil 
Vice-President,  any  seven  or  more  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  being  met,  may  choose  a  Chairman  for  the  time, 
in  place  of  the  President  and  Vice-President  so  absent. 

"  Exti-act  from  the  Minutes: 

"  Chas.  Moore,  Clerk  of  Assembly." 

Upon  application  of  Captain  William  Jenkins,  for  the 
payment  of  forty  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use 
of  his  Company  in  the  Battalion  now  raising  for  the  Con- 
tinental service :  By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was 
drawn  on  the  Treasurers  of  said  Battalion,  in  his  favour, 
for  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  Pounds,  three  Shillings, 
and  signed  by  the  Chairman. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  Joseph  For,  Barrackmaster, 
was  directed  to  provide  Straw  sufficient  for  the  bedding  of 
twenty-seven  men,  belonging  to  Captain  Proctor's  Com- 
pany. 

Resolved,  That  William  Allen,  Jun.,  Jonathan  Jour.:, 
William  miliams,  Josiah  Ilarmar,  Marion  Le  Mar,  Tho- 
mas Dorsey,  William  Jenkins,  and  Austen  fVillit,  Captains 
of  the  Battalion  now  raising  in  the  Continenial  service, 
Joseph  Fox,  Esq.,  Barrackmaster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Cald- 
well, be  desired  to  attend  this  Board  to-morrow  morning,  at 
eleven  o'clock. 

L^pon  application  of  Captain  Josiah  Harmar,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  two  Muskets  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of 
his  Company  in  the  Continental  Battalion  now  raising, 
an  Order  was  ilrawn  on  the  Treasurers  of  said  Batta- 
lion, in  his  favour,  for  six  Pounds,  eight  Shillings,  and  six 
Pence. 

Upon  application  horn  the  Continental  Congress,  by  Ro- 
bert Morris,  Esq.,  to  this  Coumiittee,  for  the  [lurchase  ot 
the  Ship  Sally, 

Resolved,  Tliat  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  call  on  Mr, 
Morris,  and  inform  him  that  this  Committee  have  agreed 
to  let  them  have  the  said  Ship  at  the  price  they  bought 
her,  with  all  charges  since  accrued. 

Resolved,  That  Francis  Gilbert  be  Second  l,ieulenant 
on  board  the  Armed  Boat  Washington. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  delivered  to  Ca|)- 
tain  Shcc  and  Captain  Cadwcdlader,  on  Robert  Towers, 
Commissary,  for  what  pattern  Firelocks  and  Bayonets  llicy 
may  have  occasion  for.         

Wednesday,  November  23,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  tlie  Coniiviittee  of  Safety:  Present — 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  Chairman,  Robert    White,  Samuel 
Morris,  Jun.,  Owen  Biddle,  James  Biddle,  George  Cly- 
mer, Thomas  Jl'harton,  Jun.,  Samuel  Howell,  John  Cad- 
wallader. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  James  Biddle  and  Captain 
Joseph  Moulder,  by  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  di- 
rected to  Mr.  Towers,  Commissary,  to  deliver  to  Captain 
Biddle  twentv-fivc  Cnm-Slincs.  and   to  Captain  Monld' .■ 
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sixty  Gun-Slings,  for  the  use  of  their  respective  Artillery 
Companies. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be  allowed 
a  Clerk  for  transacting  any  business  of  tliis  Board  that  may 
come  before  them. 

The  Committee  of  the  City  and  Liberties  having  de- 
livered Captain  Benjamin  Loxley  three  quarter-casks  of 
I'owder,  for  tlie  use  of  the  L^nited  Artillery  Companies  of 
this  City,  and  Captain  Moulder  and  Captain  Biihlle  hav- 
ing applied  to  this  Board  eacii  for  one  quarter-cask  of  said 
Powder,  for  the  use  of  their  Companies,  an  Order  was 
drawn,  directing  Captain  Lorlci/  to  deliver  to  Captain  31oul- 
der  one-quarter  cask,  and  to  Captain  Bid  die  one-ipiaiter 
cask. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Samuel  Ilou-ell,  Thomas  U'lutr- 
lon,  and  James  Biddle,  be  a  Committee  to  jiurchase  for  this 
Board  one  hundred  pieces  of  i^Mss/n  and //o//o/k/ Duck, 
if  properly  imported,  forty-eight  Muskets,  twelve  Cut- 
lasses, five  hundred  and  forty  pounds  of  Gunpowder,  im- 
))0rted  by  Messrs.  York  and  Fringle. 

Resolved,  That  the  allowance  to  those  who  mount  guard 
by  order  of  this  Board,  shall  be,  to  every  Private,  Conti- 
nental pay,  or  eighteen  Pence  for  every  twelve  hours,  with 
twelve  P(;nce  in  lieu  of  Rations,  and  no  more,  and  in  pro- 
portion to  every  Oflicer,  according  to  his  lank. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Sa7nuel  Caldwell  be  directed  to  de- 
liver an  equal  share  of  the  Shoes,  Hats,  and  Blankets,  pur- 
chased by  liim  for  the  use  of  the  Battalion  now  raising  in 
this  Province  foi'  the  Continental  service,  to  the  Captains 
of  the  several  Companies,  and  to  take  receipts  for  the 
same. 

The  Captains  of  the  different  Companies  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Battalion  attended,  agreeable  to  the  desire  of 
this  Board,  and  were  made  aci]uainted  with  the  above  Re- 
solve. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Mr.  John 
Maxwell  Nesbitt  for  forty-one  Shillings,  in  favour  of  IVil- 
liam  fVallace,  being  for  Lodging  and  Medicines  for  a  sick 
man  belonging  to  Captain  Hamilton's  Boat. 

Resolved,  T^hat  Robert  Hume  be  appointed  Second  Lieu- 
tenant of  tlie  Armed  Boat  Ra?iger. 

By  desire  of  this  Board, /osq)/j  jpor,  Es(j.,  Barrackmas- 
ter,  attended,  and  re()orts  :  that  the  upper  part  of  the  Bar- 
racks are  now  in  proper  order  for  the  reception  of  any 
Troops  that  may  be  ordered  there,  and  that  the  Carpen- 
ters are  now  at  work  in  the  cellar  part  of  them  ;  that  he 
did  not  understand,  by  the  Resolve  of  the  Assembly,  that 
lie  liad  any  more  to  do,  respecting  the  providing  for  the 
reception  of  the  Troops,  than  to  put  the  Barracks  into 
proper  order  ;  that  he  will  purchase  Wood,  Straw,  and  any 
other  necessaries  for  the  Troops,  provided  he  is  furnished 
with  money  for  that  purpose. 

fpon  application  of  Mr.  Carpenter  Wharton,  Commis- 
sary of  Provisions  to  the  Battalion  now  raising,  I\lr.  For, 
Barrackmaster,  was  desired  to  let  him  have  two  Cellar 
Rooms  in  the  Barracks. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Ihuiicl  Roherdcau,  VAtairman,  George  Chjmer,  Alexan- 
der fVilcocks,  James  Mease,  Owen  Biddle,  Thomas  Whar- 
ton, Jun.,  Samuel  Howell. 

Thomas  Drwees,  Jail  Keeper,  having  exhibited  his  Ac- 
count to  this  Board,  for  the  expenses  of  the  different  Guards 
at  the  Jail,  while  Dr.  Kearsley,  J.  Brooks,  and  Leonard 
Snowden  were  confined  there,  and  three  different  Accounts 
for  the  maintenance  of  said  Kearsley,  Brooks,  and  Snow- 
den, it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  allowed,  and  that 
Orders  be  drawn  for  the  same. 

Accordingly,  three  Orders  were  drawn  in  liis  favour,  on 
Tho7nas  Wharton,  Jun.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts, amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  fifty-three  Pounds,  four 
Shillings,  and  one  Penny. 

One  for  twenty-two  Pounds,  fourteen  Shillings,  and  ten 
Pence,  to  be  charged  to  this  Board,  for  Guard  expenses. 

One  for  eleven  Pounds,  seven  Shillings,  and  five  Pence, 
to  be  charged  to  Dr.  .fohn  Kearsley,  for  Guard  expenses. 


One  for  eight  Pounds,  twelve  Shillings,  and  two  Pence, 
to  be  charged  to  Dr.  Kearsley,  for  his  expenses  while  in 
Jail. 

One  for  ten  Pounds,  nine  Shillings,  and  eight  Pence,  to 
be  charged  to  this  Board,  being  for  the  expenses  of  J. 
Brooks  and  Leonard  Snowden. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Dougherty  be  directed  to  give 
orders  to  the  Captains  of  the  Arme(i  Boats  to  make  returns 
of  the  Blankets  and  Bedding  belonging  to  the  men  in  their 
respective  Boats,  and  that  sucii  return  be  made  to  this 
Board  on  Monday  next. 

Colonel  Roberdeau  and  Mr.  Biddle  repoit  their  having 
examined  the  Baggage  belonging  to  Officers  of  the  Minis- 
terial Troops  at  Boston,  taken  from  on  board  the  Ship 
Hope,  Captain  Cunuin,  from  Cork,  the  Viih  of  August  last, 
and  they  now  deliver  a  list  of  them.  And  they  further  re- 
port, that  they  have  jiut  the  whole  into  the  hands  ol'  Ro- 
bert Towers,  Commissary,  to  be  taken  care  of. 

Ordered,  That  the  Continental  Congress  be  furnished 
with  a  list  of  the  abovementioned  OfBcers'  Baggage. 

This  Board  understanding  that  a  quantity  of  Sail  Cloth, 
taken  out  of  the  wreck  of  the  Ship  Rebecca  6,-  Francis, 
with  other  things  belonging  to  her,  are  to  be  sold  on  Tues- 
day next,  at  Absccom  Beach,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Moulderhe  employed  to  go  down 
to  said  sale,  and  purchase,  for  the  use  of  tins  Board,  the 
said  Sail  Cloth  and  Sails,  at  such  price  as  he  may  think 
they  may  be  worth,  and  the  Cables  and  Rigging,  if  they 
can  be  got  at  low  prices. 

Dr.  Duffield,  who  went  yesterday  to  inquire  of  the  Over- 
seer at  the  Pest- House,  upon  what  terms  he  would  agree 
to  attend  and  supply  such  sick  persons  as  should  be  sent 
there  from  the  Armed  Boats,  now  reports,  that  the  said 
Overseer  agrees  to  attend  the  sick,  and  fiu'nish  them  with 
provisions,  drink,  and  wash  for  them,  at  the  rate  of  ten 
Shillings  per  week  for  each  man,  and  two  Shillings  per 
week  for  fire-wood.  And  the  Doctor  informs  the  Committee, 
that  he  and  Dr.  Rush  will  attend  at  the  Pest-House  in 
rotation,  and  take  proper  cai-e  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
men.  

Friday,  November  21,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 
John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Jas.  Mease, 
Anthony    Wayne,  James   Biddle,  Owen  Biddle,  Robert 
White,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Samuel  Hotvell,  George 
Clymer,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Joseph  Reed. 

The  Congress  this  day  sent  to  this  Committee  the  fol- 
lowing Resolves,  which  are  ordered  by  the  Board  to  be 
entered  on  their  Minutes,  and  are  as  follows: 

"In  Congress,  November  17,  177.'>. 

"  On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Commissioned 
Officers,  taken  in  the  Forts  of  Chambly  and  St.  John's,  be 
put  upon  their  parole  of  honour  that  they  will  not  go  into 
or  near  any  sea-port  Town,  nor  farther  tlian  six  miles  dis- 
tance from  the  respective  ])laces  of  their  residence,  without 
leave  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  that  they  will  carrv 
on  no  political  correspondence  whatever,  on  the  subject  of 
the  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  these  Colonies,  so 
long  as  they  remain  prisoners. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"  Chaklks  Tiio.ms()N,  Secretary. 

'Application  being  made,  in  behalfof  Lieutenant  Symcs, 
now  in  the  Jail  of  this  Ciiy,  th.it  he  be  allowed  to  reside  at 
Trenton,  on  the  same  parole  as  the  other  Oflicers  there,  the 
same  was  granted. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"  CiiAKLEs  Thomson,  Secrctari^.'' 

In  conse(juence  of  a  Resolve  of  Congress,  Lieutenant 
Symes  was  discharged  from  confinement,  and  the  following 
Parole  was  taken  and  signed  by  him,  viz: 

•'  I,  James  Smyth  Symcs,  Ijieutenant  in  the  Regiment  of 
Royal  Highland  Emigrants,  now  a  prisoner  in  the  United 
Colonics,  being  enlarged  from  confinement,  do  hereby  pro- 
mise, on  the  honour  of  a  gentleman,  to  go  to  Trenton,  in 
Neiv- Jersey ;  after  which,  1  will  not  go  to  or  near  any  sea- 
port Town,  nor  farther  than  six  miles  from  my  place  of 
residence,  without  leave  from  the  Continental  ("ongress  •. 
that  I  will  carry  on   no  political  correspondence  whatever. 
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on  the  subject  of  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  these 
Colonies,  so  long  as  I  remain  a  prisoner. 

'•James  Smith  Symes." 

Upon  application  of  Lieutenant  Symes,  he  was  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  his  written  Parole. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Aleiandcr  ff'ilcocks  and  Oiveii 
Biddle  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  tlie  Commit- 
tee of  ll'estmoreland  County,  respecting  Provincial  Arms, 
and  those  that  they  purchased  in  lieu  of  them,  that  were  to 
be  made  in  that  County,  agreeable  to  the  direction  of  the 
Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Joseph  Read  and  George  C/y- 
mer  wait  on  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  and  hum- 
bly suggest  to  their  consideration  an  amendment  to  the 
Resolution  of  the  15th  July,  respecting  the  exportation  of 
the  produce  of  these  Colonies,  in  lieu  of  Arms  and  Ammu- 
nition hereafter  imported,  so  as  that  Lumber  may  be  ex- 
cepted out  of  the  Resolves,  it  being  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  this  Conniiittee,  that  the  value  of  Lumber  bears  so  small 
a  proportion  to  that  of  Arms  and  Ammunition,  that  such 
quantities  of  Lumber  may  and  probably  will  be  exported, 
as  to  destroy  the  efficacy  of  the  Non-Exportation  Agree- 
ment in  a  most  essential  article. 

Ml',  fl'ikocks  and  Mr.  JSiion,  the  Committee  appointed 
to  inspect  the  condition  of  the  Soldiers  confined  in  the 
Work-House  and  Jail  of  this  City,  now  report ;  That  those 
Soldiers  who  are  confined  in  the  Work-House  declared 
that  they  have  no  complaint  to  make,  on  account  of  their 
accommodation  with  provisions  and  lodging,  except  that 
they  had  no  bedding  ;  begged  that  they  should  be  allowed 
blankets  to  keep  them  sufficiently  comfortable  at  this 
season.  The  Soldiers  in  the  Jail  complain  that  the  pro- 
visions supplied  them  was  insufficient  for  their  subsistence, 
and  that  they  wanted  firing  and  bedding.  Your  Commit- 
tee directed  the  Jailer  to  provide  them  wood  for  fire,  and, 
upon  examination,  were  of  opinion  that  their  complaints 
were  not  well  founded  ;  and  gave  such  direction  for  their 
future  supply  as  will  leave  them  no  reasonable  cause  of 
complainl. 

Robert  7b)r(?rs,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  received, 
from  Thomas  Yorke,  ten  and  a  half  barrels  of  Powder, 
weighing  five  hundred  pounds. 

.Saturday,  Novonilier  2,"),  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 
George  C/ymer,  L'hakman,  James  JMease,  Thomas  Hhar- 

ton,  Jun.,  Samuel  Morris,  Jan.,  Anthoni/  llai/nc,  Samuel 

Howell,  Owen  Biddle. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  Thomas  IVharton,  one  of  the 
Committee  for  importing  and  procuring  of  Gunpowder, 
Arms,  &tc.,  for  the  use  of  this  Province,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  they,  the  said  Committee,  direct  Mr. 
John  Wikocks  to  load  the  Ship  IVoodmas,  Captain  Hender- 
son, with  the  produce  of  these  Colonies,  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  said  articles  from  foreign  parts,  and  that  the  fol- 
lowing Certificate  be  issued,  viz : 

"Tills  is  to  certify  that  Mr. /o/i«  fVilcocks  has  permis- 
sion to  load  the  Ship  IVoodmas,  Henderson,  Master,  with 
the  produce  of  these  Colonies,  the  same  being  for  account 
of  this  Province,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  honourable 
the  Congress,  dated  26th  October,  1775. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

"  George  Clymer,  Chairman. 
"To  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  of  this 

or  any  other  Piovince,  and  all  whom  these  presents  may 

concern." 

The  Board,  taking  into  consideration  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  procuring  a  number  of  heavy  Cannon  as  soon  as 
possible,  it  was,  upon  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  George  Clymer,  James  Mease, 
SitmiicJ  Ihnrrll,  Owen  Biddle,  Anthony  IVayne,  and  John 
Ciiihralldilir,  be  a  Committee  with  full  powers  to  com- 
plrte  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Samuel  Bolts  and  Mr.  Bus- 
tead,  for  casting  a  number  of  heavy  Cannon,  and  that  these 
gentlemen  be  requested  to  take  Mr.  Rittenhouse  with  them 
to  Mr.  Potts's  works,  or  to  take  any  other  measures  for 
eftecting  this  purpose  which  they  may  think  proper. 


Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rittenhouse,  Captain 
fl'hite,  Mr.  lAike  Morris,  Mr.  Peter  Reeve,  and  Mr.  Os- 
teoid Eve,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  requested  to  make  a 
survey  of  the  River  Delaware,  from  Marcus  Hook  to  this 
City,  with  the  several  shoals,  bars,  and  depth  of  water, 
with  descriptions  of  the  shores  and  elevation  of  the  banks, 
and  make  return  of  the  same  to  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  the  Captains  of  the  Armed  Boats  be 
informed  that  they  are  to  send  their  sick  people  to  the 
Pest-House,  on  Province-Islaiid,  where  there  are  Beds 
provided  for  their  reception,  an  agreement  made  with  the 
Overseer  of  the  House  to  furnish  them  with  Provisions, 
Firewood,  proper  Drink,  and  to  wash  for  them,  and  that 
Dr.  Rush  and  Dr.  Dujield  will  attend  there  in  rotation. 

LTpon  motion  made,  Ordered,  That  the  following  Re- 
solves of  Congress  be  entered  upon  the  Minutes  of  this 
Committee,  viz : 

"lii  Congress,  Wednesday,  November  22,  177:>. 

"  The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  same  was  agreed 
to,  as  follows : 

"  Tiie  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  were 
referred  the  several  Petitions  from  the  Island  oi Bermuda, 
representing  the  distress  to  which  they  are  exposed  by  the 
Non-ltnportation  Agreement,  and  praying  to  be  relieved  in 
such  manner  as  the  Congress  may  deem  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  America,  report,  that  they  have  considered  the 
same,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  Resolutions: 

"That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island  oi Bermuda  appear 
friendly  to  the  cd,i\se  o(  America,  and  ought  to  be  supplied 
with  such  and  so  great  a  quantity  of  the  produce  of  the 
Colonies  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  subsistence  and 
home  consumption  ;  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Commit- 
tee, they  will  annually  require,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
seventy-two  thousand  bushels  of  Lidian  Corn,  two  thousand 
barrels  of  Bread  or  Flour,  one  thousand  barrels  of  Beef  or 
Pork,  two  thousand  one  hundred  bushels  of  Peas  or  Beans, 
and  three  hundred  tierces  of  Rice  ;  and  that  they  be  permit- 
ted to  export  the  same  yearly. 

"That  the  said  inhabitants  ought  to  pay  for  the  above 
annual  allowance  in  Salt ;  but  it  is  not  the  design  of  this 
resolution  to  exclude  them  from  the  privilege  of  receiving 
American  produce,  to  any  amount,  in  exchange  for  Arms, 
Ammunition,  Saltpetre,  Sul|)hur,  and  Field-Pieces,  agree- 
able to  a  resolution  of  Congress  passed  the  15th  oi  July 
last. 

"That  to  enable  such  of  these  Colonies  as  conveniently 
can  furnish  the  Island  of  Bermuda  with  the  abovemention- 
ed  annual  allowance,  to  divide  whatever  advantages  may 
result  therefrom,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  shares  of 
the  general  expense,  it  is  further  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee— that  the  Colony  o(  South-Carolina  supply  them 
with  three  hundred  tierces  of  Rico ;  that  tlie  Colony  of 
North- Carolina  supply  them  with  sixteen  thousand  bushels 
o( Indian  Corn,  and  four  hundred  and  sixty-eight  bushels  of 
Peas  or  Beans;  that  the  Colony  of  Virginia  supply  them 
with  thirty-six  thousand  bushels  o^  Indian  Corn,  and  one 
thousand  and  fifty  bushels  of  Peas  or  Beans  ;  that  the  Co- 
lony of  il7o;-y/a«f/supply  them  with  twenty  thousand  bushels 
o(  Indian  Corn,  and  five  hundred  and  eighty-two  bushels 
of  Peas  or  Beans  ;  that  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania  sup- 
ply them  with  twelve  hundred  barrels  of  Flour  or  Bread, 
and  six  hundred  barrels  of  Beef  or  Pork;  that  the  Colony 
of  A'cif- I'orA:  supply  them  with  eight  hundred  barrels  of 
Flour  or  Bread,  and  four  hundred  barrels  of  Beef  or  Pork. 

"That  the  Conventions  or  Committees  of  Safety  of  the 
abovementioned  Colonies  ought  to  superintend  the  export- 
ation, provide  against  fraud,  and  take  care  that,  in  exchang- 
ing the  said  commodities  of  Salt  and  Provisions,  no  undue 
advantage  be  taken  by  either  party  of  their  mutual  wants  ; 
and  further,  that  no  vessel  employed  in  this  business  ought 
to  load  without  their  permission  ;  and  that  when  they  shall, 
in  pmsuance  of  these  resolutions,  permit  any  of  the  sairl 
vessels  to  load,  they  do  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection  of  the  Cotjnty,  City,  or  Town,  where 
such  vessel  shall  load,  and  inform  them  that  the  same  is 
done  under  the  authority  and  by  order  of  this  Congress. 

"  That  these  resolutions  ought  to  be  kept  as  private  as 
the  execution  of  them  will  admit ;  that  they  should  bo 
transmitted    to   the   several   Conventions,   Assemblies,   or 
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(  ommittoes  of  Safety  of  the  VniUcI  Colonits,  and  to  tlie 
Island  of  Bermuda ;  and  that  the  inliabitants  of  the  latter 
be  iiifoi-med  that  the  Congress  will  aflbrd  them  other  ne- 
cessaries, (such  as  Lumber,  Soap,  and  Candles,)  whenever 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  eacli  of  those  articles  used  in 
[he  Island  shall  be  ascertained. 

"Th-Al  Edward  Stiles  be  permitted,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony  of  Fennsylvci- 
nia,  to  send  the  Sea  Nymph,  Snmnel  Stubcl,  Master,  with 
four  thousand  bushels  oUndian  Corn,  three  hundred  bar- 
rels of  Flour,  one  hundred  barrels  of  Bread,  twenty  barrels 
of  Pork,  eight  barrels  of  Beef,  thirty  boxes  of  Soap,  and 
fifteen  barrels  of  Apples,  to  Bermuda,  for  the  immediate 
supply  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  the  said  cargo  be  con- 
sidered as  part  of  the  annual  allowance  aforesaid  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

•  Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"Chaki.ks  Thomson,  Sccretarij:' 

Rcsolccd,  That  this  Board  request  the  Committee  of 
Inspection  and  Observation  to  see  the  Resolve  of  Congress 
(inserted  this  day)  carried  into  execution,  granting  permis- 
sion to  Edward  Stiles  to  load  with  Provisions  the  Sea 
yywph,  Samuel  Stobel,  Master,  for  Bermuda. 

.Aloiulay,  Novoinber  27,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — _ 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  John  Montgomery,  Alexander  JVil- 

torks.  George  Clymer,  Robert  White,  James  Biddle,Owen 

Bi'ldlc,  Samuel  Howell. 

TursJay,  November  28,  1775. 

.\t  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 
John  Niion,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  Samuel  Mor- 
ris, Jun.,  Thomas  JVharton,  Jun.,JohaCadwallader,Owen 
Riddle,  Robert  White,  James  Riddle,  George  Clymer. 

Upon  application  of  Major  Anthony  J.  Morris,  for  the 
use  of  the  large  house  at  the  Barracks  for  the  Field-Offi- 
cers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Battalion  now  raising,  the  Board 
gave  directions  \.o  Joseph  Fox,  Esq.,  Barrackmaster,  to  de- 
liver the  key  of  the  said  house  to  Major  Morris. 

Upon  application  of  a  Committee  of  Congress  for  one 
hundred  pounds  of  Gunpowder,  for  scaling  of  Cannon,  an 
Order  was  drawn,  by  direction  of  the  Board,  for  ^Ir.  Tow- 
<?7-s.  Commissary,  to  deliver  Captain  Ritad  one  hundred 
pounds  Powder. 

Upon  application  of  Major  Samuel  Mifflin,  for  Captain 
S'imuel  Davidson  to  have  leave  of  absence  to  make  a 
voyage  in  his  Ship,  in  the  service  of  the  Congress,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Davidson  have  leave  of  ab- 
sence, to  go  a  voyage  in  the  abovementioned  employ. 

The  Congress  this  day  sent  to  this  Committee  the  fol- 
lowing Order,  which  is  directed  by  this  Board  to  be  deli- 
vered to  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  for  the  use  of  the 
j'ennsijlvanin  Battalion  now  raising  : 

■' Gf.NTi.K.MRN :  Please  to  pay  to  the  Committee  of 
.Safety  ol' Rennsylvania,  three  thousand  Dollars  for  the  pay 
of  the  Battalion  raised  by  order  of  the  Congress  in  this 
Colony,  the  said  Committee  to  be  accountable  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  said  sum. 

•'  1  am,  Cienllemen,  your  most  obedient  huinblc  servant, 
"John  Hancock,  President. 
••To  Miehael  Hillegas  and  George  Clymer,  Esqs.,  (_'on- 

linental  Treasurers." 

Upon  application  of  the  Commanders  of  the  Ainiefl 
Boats  for  an  increase  to  their  allowance  of  Provisions,  the 
Board,  after  having  considered  their  application,  do 

Resolve,  That  the  allowance  of  I'rovisioiis  to  the  Cap- 
tains of  the  Armed  Boats  be  three  Rations,  and  the  allow- 
ance of  Provisions  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Boats  be  two 
Rations ;  which  allowances  they  are  to  receive  from  the 
day  of  the  date  of  their  respective  Commissions. 

John  Saunders,  Pilot,  confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  Coun- 
ty, by  order  and  agreeable  to  Resolve  of  this  Board  of  the 
lltli  instant,  now  petitions  this  Committee  to  be  released 
from  confinement :  It  is 

Resolved,  That  as  this  Board  think  the  time  the  said 


John  Saunders  has  been  in  confinement  is  a  sufficient  pun- 
ishment for  his  crime,  as  set  forth  in  said  Resolve  of  the 
11th  instant,  that  he  be  now  discharged  from  his  present 
confinement  on  his  taking  the  following  Oath  : 
"  Philadelphia,  ss. 

"  John  Saunders,  Pilot  in  the  Bay  and  River  Delaware, 
being  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty  Got/,  doth 
declare  and  promise  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  that  whatever  knowledge  he 
may  have  obtained  of  the  new  channel  between  the  Che- 
vaux-de-Frise  weaY  Fort- Island,  he  will  not  on  any  account 
divulge  to  any  person  or  persons  whatever,  but  will  entirely 

l^^-^P^^"^'-  "John  Saunders. 

"  Sworn,  Sovembcr  28.  171.5,  before 

"  James  Biddle."' 


Wednc«i,.r,  Ncvoniber  29,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :   Present — 

John  JS'ixon,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  George  Cly- 
mer, James  Biddle,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Daniel  Ro- 
berdeau, John  Cadwallader,  Owen  Biddle. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Thomas  Dorsey,  for  the 
payment  of  seventeen  Firelocks,  ])urchased  by  him  for  the 
use  of  his  Company  in  the  Pennsylvania  Battalion  now- 
raising  for  the  service  of  the  United  Colonics,  by  order  of 
the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  in  his  favour,  on  iMessrs. 
Mease  and  Cahhvell,  Paymasters,  fur  fifty-seven  Pounds, 
twelve  Shillings. 

Upon  application  of  Congress,  through  Robert  Morris, 
Esq.,  for  eight  half-barrels  of  Powder,  sent  from  Bermuda 
by  Henry  Tucker,  Chairman  of  the  Deputies  of  the  several 
Parishes  of  that  Island,  belonging  to  Captain  John  Coivper, 
of  North- Carolina,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
Province, 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  give  orders  to  Ro- 
bert Towers,  Commissary,  to  deliver  the  said  eight  half-bar- 
rels of  Powder  for  the  use  aforesaid,  and  that  the  Delegates 
in  Congress  pay  this  Board  the  proportionable  parts  of 
freight,  and  other  expenses  for  bringing  the  said  Powder 
to  this  City. 

Resolved,  That  Francis  Proctor  be  appointed  Lieuten- 
ant of  the  Artillery  Company  commanded  by  Thomas 
Proctor. 

The  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  Westmoreland 
County  returned  the  Order  sent  them  some  time  past, 
signed  Benjamin  Franklin,  on  Michael  Hillegas,  Escp, 
Treasurer  to  this  Board,  for  one  hundred  Pounds,  dated 
29th  September  last,  and  inform  this  Commiitee  that  they 
iiave  purchased  from  Colonel  St.  Clair  one  hundred  Fire- 
locks, for  the  use  of  said  County,  at  forty  Shillings  each  ; 
for  the  payment  of  them  they  have  drawn  an  Order  on 
this  Board  for  two  hundred  Pounds.  This  Committee  in- 
formed them,  by  letter,  that  they  would  take  the  said  Fire- 
locks, for  the  use  of  the  .Armed  Boats,  and  retpiested  they 
wouli!  get  new  ones  made  for  their  County,  agreeably  to 
the  Resolve  of  the  .\ssembly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Accoiinis  do  pay 
Colonel  .SV.  Clair  two  hundred  Pounds,  and  take  his  note, 
conditioned  to  return  said  money,  in  case  the  abovemen- 
tioned Firelocks  are  not  delivered  to  this  Committee. 

An  Order  was  accordingly  drawn  in  his  favour,  on  Tho- 
mas Wharton  and  others,  the  Commiitee  of  Accounts,  (or 
said  sum  of  two  hundred  Poumls. 

Thursday,  November  3U,  1775. 

At  a  mcetiiii^  of  the  Committee  of  Safely:  Present — 

John  .\it(in,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James 
Mease,  John  Cadwallader,  James  Biddle,  Robert  White, 
Samuel  Howell,  George  Clymer,  Andrew  Allen. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  receiv- 
ed the  followiui:  articles  into  store:  4  half  and  2  quarter- 
casks  Gunpowder,  weight  250  jiounds,  from  Oswald  Eve  . 
109i  pounds  Saltpetre,  from  Owen  Biddle. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  John  Shec, 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  advance  to  .Mr.  John 
Wigt'al  the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  to  enable  liim  to 
prosecute  the  b'.isinejs  of  Gun  Lock  making,  agreeable  lo 
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his  contract  will)  Captains  Shee,  H'ilcocks, and  Cadivnllndtr. 
That  those  gentlemen  take  proper  security  from  the  said 
IVigfal,  and  draw  an  Order  on  this  (-'ommittee  for  said 
sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  Tiiat  the  following  Resolve 
of  Congress  be  entered  on  the  Minutes  of  this  Commit- 
tee : 

"  In  Congi-ess,  Momlay,  November  27,  1775. 

"  On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  Troops  in  the 
service  of  the  Continent  be  suppHed  with  Fuel  and  Bed- 
ding, at  the  expense  of  the  Continent. 

■'  Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary.'" 

The  Committee  of  Safely  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not 
improper  for  Mr.  James  liinis  to  purchase  any  secontl- 
hand  Arms  which  he  may  find  in  the  hands  of  indivi- 
duals of  this  Province,  and  therefore  have  no  objection 
of  iiis  buying  them  ;  l)ut  as  they  have  employed  and 
are  endeavouring  to  employ  all  the  artificers  that  can  be 
jirocured,  in  making  new  Arms  for  the  publick,  they  ap- 
prehend any  application  by  Mr.  Lmis  to  such  artificers 
will  be  attended  with  bad  conset)uenccs  to  the  general 
cause,  by  enhancing  the  price  of  Arms  ;  and  that,  as  fast 
as  Arms  come  into  the  hands  of  this  Board,  they  will 
leadily  spare  such  proportion  of  them,  for  the  use  of  the 
Colony  of  T'irginia,  as  the  necessities  of  this  Province 
will  admit. 

A  Letter  was  this  day  wrote  to  Colonel  Thomas  Mif- 
flin, enclosing  Lieutenant  Symes's  Order  on  IMajor  Small 
"for  fifty  Pounds  sterling,  which  Colonel  Mifflin  is  desired 
to  receive,  and  inform  this  Board  when  lie  is  in  Cash,  and 
when  this  Board  receives  an  account  of  said  Bills  being 
paid,  ihey  will  pay  the  amount  to  Lieutenant  Symes. 


Resolved,  That  Mr.  Clement  Riddle  be  notified  that 
his  contract  for  supplying  the  men  belonging  to  the  Armed 
Boats  with  Provisions  will  terminate  on  the  10th  of  Dc- 
cember  next. 

That  the  following  Advertisement  be  put  in  the  News- 
papers, requesting  every  person  desirous  of  undertaking 
the  Contract  to  send  in  their  proposals  to  this  Committee 
by  the  Gth  of  December  next: 

All  persons  who  are  willing  to  supply  the  Officers  and 
men  enijiloyed  in  the  Armed  Boats  with  the  following 
Rations,  viz:  seven  pounds  of  Bread  per  week,  or  six 
l)ounds  of  Flour;  ten  pounds  of  Beei,  Mutton,  or  Pork  ; 
the  vakie  of  six  Pence  per  week  in  Roots  and  Vegetables; 
three  and  a  half  pints  of  Rum,  or  Beer  in  proportion — 
are  desired  to  send  in  their  proposals  to  this  Commit- 
tee on  or  before  the  Gth  day  oi'  December  next,  when  the 
same  will  be  considered  ;  the  contract  to  commence  cm 
the  11th  December,  and  to  continue  for  the  space  of  three 
months,  if  the  men  are  not  sooner  discliarged. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Harmar,  an  Order  was 
drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Cnldivell  for  tliree  Pounds, 
being  for  the  payment  of  a  Firelock  purchased  for  the  use 
of  his  Company  in  the  Pennsylvania  Battalion,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  Mease,  the  Order  of  Congress 
for  three  thousand  Dollars  received  by  this  Board,  as  per 
Minutes  of  tlie  28th  instant,  was  delivered  and  endorsed 
by  John  Ni.ron,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Mcasc  and  Caldwell  be  direct- 
ed to  provide  sufficient  Beds,  Lodging,  and  Fire-Wood, 
for  the  Battalion  now  in  the  Barracks,  according  to  the 
provision  that  has  been  usually  made  for  the  Troops  in  the 
same  Barracks. 


NEW-JERSEY  ASSEMBLY. 
At  a  sitting  began  at  Burlington,  Wednesday,  Novem- 
ber 1.5,  1775,  and  continued  until  the  Gth  day  of  December 
following;  being  the  second  sitting  of  the  Fourth  Session 
of  the  Twenty-Second  Assembly  of  New-Jersey. 

NAMES  OF  THE  REPRESENTATIVES. 

City  o/ Perth- Ambov:  Cortland  iSl-('H)icr,  Speaker,  John 

Combs. 
Middlesex:  John  fVetherill,  Azariah  Dunham. 
Monmouth:   Edward  Taylor,  Richard  Lawrence. 
Essex  :   Stephen  Crane,  Henry  Garritse. 
Somerset  :    Hendrick  Fisher,  John  Roy. 
Bkugen  :    Theunis  Dey,  John  Demurest. 
Morris:  Jacob  Ford,  fVilliam  Jl'inds. 
City  of  Bukllvgton  :   James  Kiiisey,  Thomas  P.  Hcw- 

lings. 
County  of  Burlington  :  Henry  Pa  (son,  Anthony  Sykes. 
Gloucester:   John  Hinchman,  Robert  F.  Price. 
Salem  :  Grant  Gibbon,  Benjamin  F.  Holme. 
Cape  May:  Jonathan  Hand,  Eli  Eldridge. 
Hunterdon:   Samuel  Tucker,  John  Mchelm. 
Cumberland:  John  Shepperd,  Theophilas  Elmer. 
SrssEX  :   Nathaniel  Pettit,  Joseph  Barton. 

Burlington,  Wcdnosday,  November  15,  1775. 

Pursuant  to  his  Excellency's  several  prorogations  of  the 
Cenerai  Assembly  from  time  to  time  till  this  day,  several 
Members  met,  and,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  number  to  make 
a  House  for  business,  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
ten  o-clock.  _ 

TlurMli.y,  NovcnilxT  lii,  1775. 

The  House  met,  and,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
:Members  to  make  a  House,  adjourned  to  three,  P.  AL 

The  House  met. 

OrJtrcf/,  That  Mr.  Fisher  and  Mr.  Parson  do  wait  on 
his  Excellency,  and  acquaint  him  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  Members  to  proceed  to  business  are  met,  and  ready  to 
receive  any  thing  he  may  please  to  lay  before  them. 

Mr.  Deputy  Secretary  laid  before  the  House  the  seve- 
ral prorogations  of  the  House  since  last  session,  which 
were  read. 

}\v.  Fisher  reported  that  Air.  Paxson  and  himself  wailed 


upon  the  Governour,  according  to  order,  who  was  pleased 
to  say  the  House  should  hear  from  him  presently. 

A  Message  from  the  Governour  by  Mr.  Deputy  Secre- 
tary Pettit : 

Mr.  Speaker:  His  Excellency  is  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  and  requires  the  immediate  attendance  of  the 
House. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Speaker  quitted  the  chair,  and,  with 
the  House,  went  to  wait  upon  the  Governour;  and  being 
returned,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  reported 
that  the  House  had  waited  on  the  Governour,  who  was 
pleased  to  make  a  Speech  to  the  Council  and  this  House, 
of  which  Mr.  Speaker  said  he  had,  to  prevent  mistakes, 
obtained  a  copy.  And  the  same,  by  order  of  the  House- 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Couyicil, 

and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  : 

I  have  called  this  meeting  that  you  might  liave  an 
opportunity  of  transacting  such  business  as  the  publick 
exigencies  of  the  Province  require. 

Having  lately  said  so  much  to  you  concerning  the  pre- 
sent unliappy  situation  of  publick  affairs,  and  the  destruc- 
tive measures  which  have  iieen  adopted  in  the  Colonies, 
under  the  pretence  of  necessity;  and  as  I  do  not  yet  see 
that  the  urging  any  more  arguments  on  that  head  has  a 
chance  of  producing  any  good  effect,  1  shall  not  endan- 
ger the  harmony  of  the  present  session  by  a  further  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject. 

It  is  necessary,  however,  that  you  should  be  informeci, 
"  tliat  His  Majesty  laments  to  find  his  subjects  in  America 
so  lost  to  their  own  true  inferests  as  neither  to  accept  the 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  '20th  oi  Fto- 
ruary,  nor  make  it  the  basis  of  a  negotiation,  when,  in  all 
probability,  it  would  have  led  to  some  plan  of  accommo- 
dation ;  and  that,  as  they  have  |)ieferred  engaging  in  a 
rebellion  which  menaces  to  overthrow  the  Constitution,  it 
becomes  His  Majesty's  duty,  and  is  his  firm  resolution, 
that  the  most  vigorous  efforts  should  be  made,  both  by  sea 
and  land,  to  reduce  his  rebellious  subjects  to  obedience. 
But  it  is  hoped  that,  unfavourable  as  the  prospects  are  at 
present,  the  time  will  come  when  men  of  sense  and  friends 
to  peace  and  good  order  will  see  the  fatal  consequences  o! 
the  delusions  \\li!ch   have  led  to  the  measures  the  peop't 
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o(  America  are  now  pursuing,  and  that  we  may  yetsee 
the  puhhck  tranquilhty  re-established,  on  the  ground  ot  the 
terms  held  out  by  His  Majesty  and  the  Parliament." 

It  is  likewise  proper  that  you  should  know  "  that  the 
Commanders  of  His  Majesty's  Squadronsjn  ylmerifa  have 
orders  to  proceed,  as  in  the  case  of  a  Town  in  actual  re- 
bellion, against  such  of  the  seaport  Towns  and  places,  being 
accessible  to  the  King's  Ships,  as  shall  oiler  any  violence 
to  the  King's  Officers,  or  in  which  any  Troops  shall  be 
raised  or  military  works  erected,  other  than  by  His  Majes- 
ty's authority,  or  any  attempts  made  to  seize  or  plunder 
any  publick  magazine  of  Arms  or  Ammunition." 

Although  the  King's  Officers  in  this  Province  have  not 
as  yet,  exce[)t  in  one  or  two  instances,  met  with  any  insults 
or  miproper  treatment  from  any  of  the  inhabitants,  yet  such 
has  been  the  general  infatuation  and  disorder  of  the  times, 
that  had  I  followed  the  judgment  and  advice  of  some  of 
my  best  friends,  I  should,  ere  this  have  sought  (as  other  of 
the  King's  Governours  have  done)  an  asylum  on  board  ol 
one  of  His  Majesty's  Ships;  but  as  I  am  conscious  that  I 
have  the  true  interest  and  welfare  of  the  people  at  heart, 
(though  I  am  so  unhappy  as  to  differ  widely  in  opinion 
with  their  Representatives,  respecting  the  best  means  of 
serving  them  in  the  present  crisis,)  I  shall  continue  my 
confidence  in  that  affection  and  regard  which  1  have  on  so 
many  occasions  experienced  from  all  ranks,  during  my 
residence  in  this  Colony.  I  have  indeed  the  stronger  in- 
ducement to  run  this  risk,  and  to  use  my  influence  with 
the  other  Crown  Officers  to  do  the  same,  because  our  re- 
treat would  necessarily  be  attributed  to  either  the  etFect  or 
well  grounded  apprehension  of  violence,  and  of  course 
subject  the  Colony  to  be  more  immediately  considered  as 
in  actual  rebellion,  and  be  productive  of  mischiefs  which  it 
is  my  earnest  inclination  and  determination  to  prevent,  as 
far  as  may  be  in  my  power.     Let  me  therefore,  aentle- 


men,  entreat  you  to  exert  your 


influ 


ikewise  with  the 


people,  that  they  may  not,  by  any  action  of  tlieirs,  give 
cause  for  the  bringing  such  calamities  on  the  Province. 
No  advantage  can  possibly  result  from  the  seizing,  confine- 
ment, or  ill  treatment  of  officers,  adequate  to  the  certain 
damage  such  acts  of  violence  must  occasion  the  Province 
to  suffer. 

However,  gentlemen,  if  you  should  be  of  a  different 
opinion,  and  will  not  or  cannot  answer  for  our  safety,  all 
I  ask  is,  that  you  will  tell  me  so  in  such  plain,  open  lan- 
guage as  cannot  be  misunderstood  ;  for  as  sentiments  of 
independency  are,  by  some  men  of  present  consequence, 
openly  avowed,  and  essays  are  already  appearing  in  the 
publick  papers  to  ridicule  the  people's  fears  of  that  liorrid 
measure,  and  remove  their  aversion  to  Re]iublican  Govern- 
ment, it  is  high  time  that  every  man  sliould  know  what  he 
has  to  expect.  If,  as  I  hope,  you  have  an  abhorrence  of 
such  design,  you  will  do  your  Country  an  essential  service 
by  declaring  it  in  so  full  and  explicit  terms  as  may  dis- 
courage the  attempt.  You  may  always  rely  on  finding  me 
ready  to  co-operate  with  you  in  every  |)roper  expedient 
for  promoting  peace,  order,  and  good  Government ;  and  I 
shall  deem  it  a  particular  happiness  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  being  instrumental  in  saving  this  Province  from  tlie  pre- 
sent impending  danger.  ,,r  ^ 

Council  Clianil.L-1-,  Noveinlicr  Ifi,  177:>. 

Ordered,  That  his  Excellency's  Speech  be  reati  a  se- 
cond time. 

The  House  adjourjied  till  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


The  House  met. 

iNIr.  Crane  had  leave  of  absence  on  sjiecial  occasion. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  to  him  from 
Richard.  Penn  and  Arthur  Lee,  Esqs.  ;  which  was  read, 
and  the  same  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"London,  St.pteinbei-  '2,  1775. 

"  Honourable  Sir:  On  the  21st  of  last  month  we  sent 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  America  a  copy  of  the  peti- 
tion from  the  General  Congress,  and  yesterday,  the  first 
moment  that  was  permitted  us,  we  presented  to  him  the 
original,  which  his  Lordship  promised  to  deliver  to  His 
Majesty.  We  thought  it  our  duty  to  press  his  Lordship 
to  obtain  an  answer,  but  we  were  told  that,  as  His  Majes- 


ty did  not  receive  it  on  the  throne,  no  answer  would  be 
given. 

"  We  have  the  honour  of  being,  honourable  Sir,  your 
most  faithful  and  obedient  servants, 

"  Richard  Penn, 
"  Arthur  Lee. 
"  To   the   Honourable   the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  of 
yew-Jersey.'' 

]\Ir.  Kinsey  and  Mr.  De  Hart,  two  of  the  Delegates 
appointed  by  this  House  to  attend  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, applied  to  the  House  for  leave  to  resign  their  said 
appointments,  alleging  that  they  are  so  particularly  ciicum- 
stanced  as  to  render  their  attendance  exceedingl}  incon- 
venient to  their  private  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  House  will  take  this  matter  into 
consideration. 

The  House  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  House  met. 

Several  Members  of  this  House  being  absent,  whereby 
the  publick  business  has  been  greatly  retarded. 

Ordered,  That  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  do  give  notice 
forthwith  to  Benjamin  Holme,  Robert  F.  Price,  John 
Combs,  John  fVethcrill,  Azariah  Dunham,  and  William 
Winds,  Esqs.,  to  attend  their  service  here  inmiediately- 

Mr.  Mehclm  had  leave  to  be  absent  on  Monday  next, 
upon  special  business. 

The  House  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


The  House  met,  and  adjourned  till  Monday  morning, 
ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  Novenjber  20,  177j. 

The  House  met,  and  adjom-ned  till  three,  P.  ^L 

The  House  met. 

Mr.  Combs  and  Mr.  Winds  appeared,  and  assigned  to 
the  House  satisfactory  reasons  for  their  non-appearance. 

A  Petition  was  presented  to  the  House,  from  fifty-two 
Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of  Chvsterjield,  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Burlington,  setting  forth  their  abhorrence  of  personal 
Slavery,  and  ])raying  the  Legislature  to  take  the  matter 
into  their  most  serious  consideration,  and  pass  an  Act  to 
set  free  all  the  Slaves  now  in  the  Colony,  which  Petition 
was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

His  Excellency's  Speech  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  moiii- 

iULf. 


The  Hou.=c  met. 

A  Petition  was  presented  to  the  House,  from  divers  In- 
habitants of  the  CouMy  of  Burlington,  praying,  for  rea- 
sons therein  set  forth,  that  young  men  living  with  their 
parents  may  be  taxed  ;  the  same  was  read,  and  ordered  a 
second  readiuL;. 

The  House,  according  to  order,  resolved  itself  inio  a 
Comniittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  his  Excellency';- 
Specch;  and  afier  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Fisher,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, reported  that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the 
Speech,  and  had  come  to  sundry  Resolutions,  which  he 
was  ready  to  report  whenever  the  House  will  jjltase  to 
receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  made  immediateh  ; 
whereupon,  Mr.  FiJier  reported  the  Resolutions  of  tlie 
Comiuittee,  as  follow,  viz  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  lo 
his  Excellency,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  : 

To  which  the  House  agreed. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Government  of  this  Colony  be 
honourably  supported  from  the  1st  day  of  October,  17T.3. 
to  the  1st  day  of  October,  1776: 

To  which  the  House  agreed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Lawrence,  Mr.  Kin- 
sry.   and    Mr.   Gibbon,  be  a  Committee    to    prepare   and 
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bring  in  the  drauglit  of  an  Address  to  liis  Excellency,  in 
answer  to  his  Speech. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hinchman,  Mr.  Tucker,  Mr.  Shep- 
perd,  Mr.  Demarcst,  and  Mr.  Sykes,  be  a  Committee  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  for  support  of  Government. 

The  House  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  House  met. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Elmer,  Mr.  Mehelm,  and  Mr.  Ford, 
be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  authorize  the  Justices 
and  Freeholders  of  the  several  Counties  to  pay  all  persons 
heretofore  appointed  to  number  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Co- 
lony. 

The  House  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 
int;. 


The  House  met. 


Wednesday,  November 


The  House  took  into  consideration  the  request  of  James 
Kinset/  and  John  De  Hart,  Esqs.,  two  of  the  Delegates 
appointed  by  this  .House  to  attend  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, for  leave  to  resign  their  said  appointments. 

Resolved,  That  the  reasons  given  by  those  gentlemen 
for  their  resignation  appear  to  the  House  to  be  satisfactory, 
and  that  their  resignation  be  therefore  accepted  ;  there- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  three  remaining  Delegates,  or  any 
two  of  them,  represent  the  Colony  during  the  present  Con- 
tinental Congress. 

On  the  question,  whether  the  House  agrees  to  this  last 
Resolve  or  not,  it  passed   in  the  affirmative,  as  follows. 


Yea^. 

Yeas. 

Yeas. 

Mr.  Combs, 

Mr 

:  Demarest, 

Mr 

.  Molme, 

Taylor, 

Ford, 

Hand, 

Lawrence, 

Winds, 

Tucker, 

Garritse, 

Kinsey, 

Mehelm, 

Fisher, 

H-wliugs, 

.Shepperd, 

Roy, 

Svkes, 

Elmer, 

Dey, 

Gibbon, 
Nays. 

H.irtun. 

Air   PaxKon,  Mr.  Hindi) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of,  and  tiiis  House  do 
advise,  that  the  present  Committee  of  Correspondence 
may  draw  any  part  of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds, 
made  subject  to  their  order  by  an  Act  passed  in  1773,  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  Pounds,  to  pay  the  further  ex- 
penses of  the  Delegates  appointed  by  this  House  to  attend 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  that  this  House  will  allow 
thereof. 

On  motion  made.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tat/lor,  Mr. 
Lawrence,  and  Mr.  Combs,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Justices  and  Freeholders 
nf  Monmouth  to  elect  Loan  Officers. 

A  Message  from  his  Excellency,  by  Mr.  Deputy  Secre- 
tary Fcttit. 

A  Message  to  the  AsstmbUj. 

Gentlemen:  As  I  understand  that  there  is  now  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  members  met  to  proceed  on  business  of 
every  kind  proper  for  youi'  consideration,  I  am  to  lay  be- 
fore you  a  requisition  from  His  Majesty.  It  is  contained  in 
a  letter  which  I  lately  had  the  honour  of  receiving  from 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  oi'  Dartmouth,  one  of  His 
Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State.  His  Lordship 
writes  thus: 

"  1  enclose  an  order  of  His  Majesty  in  Council,  approving 
an  act  for  striking  one  hundred  thousand  Pounds  in  bills  of 
credit,  and  directing  the  modes  for  sinking  the  same." 

''The  very  great  attention  which  has  been  shown  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Province,  in  the  allowance  of  the  loan  act, 
is  an  evidence  of  His  Majesty's  gracious  inclination  to 
"rant  them  every  indulgence  that  can  consist  with  the  true 
principles  of  commerce  and  the  Constitution  ;  and  I  beg 
leave  to  assure  you  that  no  part  of  niy  duty  is  more  agree- 
able to  me  than  carrying  into  execution  these  gracious  in- 
teniions  of  my  royal  master." 

"  At  the  same  time,  1  am  cominanded  by  the  King  to 
say  to  you  that  it  would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  His 
Majesty,  if  the  Assembly,  instead  of  a  general  appropria- 
tion of  the  interest  of  the  loan  to  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment, in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  future  acts, 
had  thou'dit  fit  to  make  a  settlement,  during  the  existence 


of  tliat  loan,  upon  the  civil  officers  of  Government,  of  sala- 
ries more  suitable  to  their  respective  offices  than  what  they 
now  receive;  and  to  appropriate  a  specifick  portion  of  the 
said  interest  to  building  houses  for  the  residence  of  tlie 
Governour  and  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  of  which 
you  say  there  is  a  shameful  want.  Such  an  appropriation 
is  no  more  than  what  they  owe  to  the  dignity  of  their  own 
Government  and  His  Majesty's  just  expectations  ;  and 
therefore  it  is  His  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  you  do  require 
the  Assembly,  in  His  Majesty's  name,  to  make  such  pro- 
vision accordingly,  truslijig  that  they  will  not  make  such 
an  ill  return  to  His  ^lajesty's  grace  and  favour,  in  the  con- 
firmation of  this  law,  as  not  to  comply  with  so  just  and 
reasonable  a  requisition." 

I  shall  not,  gentlemen,  so  ftir  hazard  the  giving  you  of- 
fence as  to  suijpose  that  any  arguments  can  be  requisite  to 
persuade  you  to  a  compliance  with  His  ^Majesty's  desiie 
and  expectations  in  this  respect;  more  especially  as  the 
mode  for  raising  the  money  does  not  require  any  tax  to  be 
laid  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province,  and  will,  if  adopted, 
most  probably  be  the  means  of  establishing  a  ])recedent 
that  may  render  all  taxes  for  the  future  support  of  Govern- 
ment unnecessary.  You  must  likewise  be  fully  sensible. 
that  as  the  King  has  manifested  such  confidence  in  the 
legal  representatives  of  the  people,  it  cannot  but  be  their 
interest  as  well  as  duty,  particularly  at  this  time,  to  convince 
him  that  that  confidence  is  not  misplaced.  Besides,  such 
repeated  declarations  have  been  made  to  His  Majesty,  that 
he  might  always  have  the  firmest  reliance  on  the  com- 
pliance of  his  subjects  in  this  Colony  with  every  reason- 
able requisition  in  their  power  ;  and  this  being  so  evidently 
of  that  nature,  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  of  your  being 
happy  in  having  so  good  an  opportunity  of  demonstratint; 
that  you  mean  your  actions  should  ever  correspond  with 
your  professions.  ,,.      r- 

Burlington,  November  21,  1775. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  House  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  House  met. 

The  House  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  moni- 


Tlunsday,  Noven,ber-j;i.  177.5. 

The  House  met. 

A  Petition  was  presented  to  the  House,  from  thirty-two 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Burlington,  praying  the 
House  to  enter  into  such  Resolves  as  may  discourage  an 
Independency  on  Great  Britain;  and  that  they  will  also 
support  the  civil  Government,  as  heretofore  ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ford,  from  the  Committee  on  that  service,  brought 
in  a  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Jus- 
tices and  Freeholders  of  the  several  Counties  in  the  Co- 
lony o(  New-Jci-sey  to  defray  the  expense  of  taking  Li^ts 
of  the  Inhabitants;"   which  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  A'inscy,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Fisher,  and 
Mr.  Parson,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  tlie 
draught  of  Answer  to  the  said  Message. 

On  a  motion  made,  diat  the  several  Barracks  in  this  ( 'o- 
lony  are  in  such  decay  that  unless  repaired  they  will  be 
in  ruins,  and  that  a  Resolve  may  pass,  that  this  House  will 
make  provision,  diu'ing  this  session,  for  repairing  the  same  ; 
the  question  was  taken,  whether  the  House  will  enter  into 
such  resolution  or  not.      It  passed  in  the  negative,  viz: 

Ycus.  Yia.9.  i>«.c. 

.Mr.  Cran..,  Mr.  Wmd;.,  Mr.  Tucker, 

Fisher,  Kiiisey,  Mehelm. 

Roy,  Hiiiehman,  Elmer, 

Ford.  Holme,  Barton, 

jV«V'-  -V„y».  Nays. 

Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Demarest,  Mr.  Gibbori. 
Tavlor,                          Hevvlings,  Hand, 

La'vvrence,  Paxson.  Eldrid^e, 

(Jarntse,  Sykes,  Shepperd. 

Dey, 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  several  Petition^ 
referred  from  last  session,  for  and  against  a  Bill  for  tht 
more  easy  manumission  of  Slaves;  the  Bill  being  read, 
after  some  time  spent  in  debate  thereon,  the  question  wa; 
put,  whether  the  Bill  shall  be  committed  or  not  It  pas-et; 
in  the  negative,  as  follows,  viz  : 
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Yeas. 
Mr.  Mehelm, 
Hinchman,  Sliepperd, 

Elmer. 


Yeas.  ^  '"*• 

Mr.  Lawrence,  Mr.  Sykes, 
Kinsey, 

Hewlings,  uiDDon, 

Paxson,  Tucker, 

Aays.  A'«ys-  „,      ^ffy*- 

.Mr   CoiaUs,  Ur.  Ruv,  Mr.  Holme, 

■  Taylor,  De'y,  HanJ. 

Crane,  Demarcst,  Eldridge, 

Uarritse,  Ford,  Barton. 

Fisher,  Winds, 

Thereupon,  upon  die  question,  licsolvcd,  That  the  said 
Bill  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly  : 

Yeas.  Yeas.                              i  f«»- 

Mr.  Lawrence,  IMr.  H.-wlaigs,  Mr.  Gibbon, 

Fisher,  P.ixson,                         Holme, 

Rov,    '  Svkes,                            Tucker, 

Ford,  llmcliman,                   Mehelm, 

Kinscy,  Slieiiperd,                     Elmer. 

Nays.  Nai/s.                             ^'^V^- 

Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Dey,  Mr.  Hand. 

Tavlor,  Demarcst,                     Eldridge, 

Crine,  Winds,                           Barton. 
Garritse, 

Tiie  House  adjourned  till  throe,  P.  M. 

The  House  met. 

Mr.  Fisher,  frotn  the  Coniuiittee  appointed  to  brin^;  in 
the  di-aught  of  an  Addi-ess  to  his  Excellency,  produced  a 
draught  accordingly  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


Fnday,  November  21,  1775. 

The  House  met. 

Mr.  Crane  had  leave  of  absence  till  Mondai/  afternoon 
next. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Dennis  De  Derdt,  Esq.,  be.  and 
he  is  hereby  appointed  Agent  of  this  Colony  at  the  Court 
of  Great  Britain,  in  the  room  o(  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq. 

The  Address  to  his  Excellency  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  committed  to  a  Coiumitlee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Address;  and  alter  some  time 
spent  therein,  !Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Fisher,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had  made  some  progress  in  the  matter  to  them 
leferred,  and  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Committee  do  sit  again. 

The  House  adjourned  till  three,  V.  .M. 

The  House  met. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose, brouglit  in  a  Bill  entitled  "  A  supplementary  Act  to 
tiie  Act  entitled  '  An  Act  for  striking  One  Hundred  Thou- 
sand Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  and  directing  the  mode  for 
sinking  the  same  ;'  "  whichwas  read,  and  ordered  a  second 
reading. 

A  Petition  was  presented  to  the  House,  from  thirty-four 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Burlington,  [iraying  the 
House  to  enter  into  such  Resolves  as  may  discourage  an 
Independency  on  Great  Britain,  and  to  supjiort  the  civd 
Government,  as  heretofore  ;  which  was  rcati,  and  ordered 
a  second  reading. 

The  House  adjourneti  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 


The  House  met. 

The  House  agaui,  according  to  order,  lesolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  Address  to 
his  Excellency  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Fisher,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  gone 
through  the  Address,  and  had  made  sundry  amendments  to 
the  same,  which,  by  order  of  the  House,  he  reported,  and 
the  same  being  read,  and  further  amended  in  the  House, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  referred  till  the  after- 
noon. 

The  House  adjourned  till  three,  V.  .M. 

The  House  met. 

Mr.  llinchmaii  had  leave  of  absence  till  Monday  noon 
next. 


A  Petition  was  presented  to  the  House,  from  nineteen 
Freeholders  of  the  City  o(  Burlington  and  parts  adjacent, 
praying  the  House  to  enter  into  such  Resolves  as  may 
discourage  an  Independency  on  Great  Britain,  and  that 
they  will  also  support  the  civil  Government,  as  usual  ;  w  hich 
was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Address, 
with  the  amendments ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  said  Address,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

Yeas.                              Yeas.  Yeas- 
Mr.  C.jmbs,  :\Ir.  Demarcst,  Mr.  Holme, 
Taylor,                           Ford,                              Eldridgi-. 
Lawrence,                   Winds,                         Tucker, 
Garritse,                        Hewlings.                     IMehelm, 


Fisher, 

Rov, 

De-y, 

Sykes, 
Gibbon, 
Hand, 
Nay. 
Mr.  Kinsey. 

Shepperd, 

El.ner, 

Barton. 

Tlie  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Monday,  November 'J7,  177.V 

The  House  met. 

The  Bill  entitled  "  A  supplementary  Act  to  the  Act  en- 
titled '  An  Act  for  striking  One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds 
in  Bills  of  Credit,  and  directing  the  mode  for  sinking  the 
same,"  "  was  read  the  second  time,  amended  in  the  House, 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossetl. 

The  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Justices  and  Freeholders  of  the  several  Counties  in  the  Co- 
lony oi  ]Seu'- Jersey  to  defray  the  expense  of  taking  Lists 
of  the  Inhabitants,"  was  read  the  second  time,  amended  in 
the  House,  and,  upon  the  question,  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

A  Petition  was  presented  to  the  House,  from  forty-eight 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Burlington,  praying  the 
House  to  enter  into  such  resolves  as  may  discourage  an  In- 
dependency on  Great  Britain,  and  that  they  will  support 
the  civil  Government,  as  heretofore;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  do  summon  the 
signers  of  a  Petition  from  the  City  of  Burlington,  pre- 
sented to  the  House  on  Saturday  last,  to  attend  the  House 
at  four  o'clock,  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  Tucker,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  ser- 
vice, brought  in  a  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  suj)port 
of  Government  of  His  Majesty's  Colony  o{  New-Jersey, 
to  commence  the  first  day  oi'  October,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  to  end  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
tober, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  ;  and  to 
discharge  the  publick  debts,  and  contingent  charges  there 
of;"  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  House  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  House  met. 

The  engrossed  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Justices  and  Freeholders  of  the  several  Coun- 
ties in  the  Colony  of  New-Jersey  to  defray  the  expense  of 
taking  Lists  of  the  Inhabitants,"  was  read  and  compared. 

On  the  question,  Resolved,  That  the  same  do  pass : 

.Mr.  Liwreiu 


Yeas. 

Yeas. 

Mr.  Winds, 

Mr 

.  Halm... 

Hewlmgs, 

Elmer, 
Tucker, 

llmchn'ian. 

Mehelm 

Gibbon, 

Barton. 

Nays. 

Nays. 

Mr.  Dey, 

Mr 

:  Hand. 

.Sykes, 

Eldndgi 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ilcivlings  do  carry  the  said  [}il]  lo 
the  Council,  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Hewlings  reported,  that  Mr.  Gibbon  and  liimsell 
delivered  the  JJill,  with  them  intrusted,  to  Mr.  IJopkinsun. 
one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  the  Council  not  then 
sitting. 

According  to  order,  the  Petitioners  from  the  Cit)  of 
Burlington  attended,  and  being  called  in,  and  lieard, 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  delerred 
till  to-morrow  morning. 

The  House  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 
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Tuesday,  November  28,  1775. 

The  House  met. 

The  engrossed  Bill  eniiiled  "  A  supplementary  Act  to 
the  Act  entitled  '  An  Act  for  striking  One  Hundred  Thou- 
sand Pounds,  in  Bills  of  Credit,  and  directing  the  mode 
for  sinking  the  sanie,'  "  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the 
question, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  do  pass. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Lawrence  and  Mr.  Combs  do  carry 
the  said  Bill  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence. 

The  House  was  moved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  Petition  to  His  Majesty,  hum- 
bly beseeching  him  to  use  his  interposition  to  prevent  the 
effusion  of  blood  ;  and  to  express  the  great  desire  this 
House  hath  to  a  restoration  of  peace  and  harmony  with 
the  Parent  State,  on  constitutional  principles. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Kinsey,  Mr.  Poison, 
Mr.  Tucker,  Mr.  Lawrence,  and  Mr.  CiMon,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  draught  of  a  Petition 
accordingly. 

Mr.  JVinds  had  leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session,  upon  extraordinary  occasions. 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  inquiry  had  yes- 
terday, touching  the  Petitions  presented  to  this  House  ;  and 
it  appearing  from  the  Petitioners  of  the  City  o(  Burling- 
ton, who  were  called  in  and  heard,  that  they  signed  the 
same  from  reports  that  sonie  men  affected  independency, 
and  being  alarmed  at  such  sentiments,  they  were  induced 
to  present  the  Petition,  hoping  that  the  House  would  dis- 
courage such  sentiments  by  their  Resolutions :  whereupon, 
the  several  Petitions  being  read  the  second  time, 

1.  Resolved,  That  repoits  of  Independency,  in  the  ap- 
prehension of  this  House,  are  groundless. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Delegates 
of  the  Colony  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  for  the  ob- 
taining a  redress  o(  American  grievances,  and  for  restoring 
the  union  between  the  Colonies  and  Great  Britain,  upon 
constitutional  principles. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  said  Delegates  be  directed  not  to 
give  their  assent  to,  but  utterly  to  reject  any  propositions, 
if  such  should  be  made,  that  may  separate  this  Colony  from 
the  Mother  Country,  or  change  the  form  of  Government 
thereof. 

The  House  also  taking  into  consideration  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Richard  Smith,  late  of  Philadelphia,  merchant,  upon 
the  hearing  had  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  do  bring  the  said 
Richard  Smith  before  this  House,  at  four  o'clock  this  af- 
ternoon, to  answ-er  for  the  insult  offered  by  him  to  the 
House  during  the  said  hearing. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tucker,  Mr.  'J'ai/lor,  Mr.  Shcpperd, 
Mr.  Hewlings,  and  Mr.  Gibbon,  or  any  three  of  them,  be 
a  Committee  to  settle  all  publick  Accounts  that  may  come 
before  the  House  this  session. 

The  House  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  House  met. 

Mr.  Richard  Smith  attending,  pmsuant  to  the  order  of 
the  forenoon,  and  being  examined  as  to  the  words  spoken 
by  him  of  the  member,  informed  the  House  that  he  neither 
intended  any  offence  or  insult  to  the  House  or  any  mem- 
ber of  it,  and  that  he  is  sorry  any  member  of  this  House 
should  take  it  as  an  insult  upon  him  ;  with  which  this  House 
being  satisfied,  and  being  of  opinion  that  it  appears  Mr. 
Smith  really  misapprehended  the  words  of  the  member, 
and  that  the  same  member  is  not  justly  chargeable  with 
such  opinions,  do  discharge  Mr.  Smith  from  any  further 
attendance  on  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 
ing.   

Wednesday,  November  29,  1775. 

The  House  met. 

The  engrossed  Address  to  his  Excellency  was  read  and 
compared  ;  on  the  cpiestion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tucker  and  Mr.  Elmer  do  wait  upon 
the  Governour,  and  desire  to  know  when  his  Excellency 
will  be  attended  by  the  House  with  their  .\ddress. 

The  Bill  for  the  support  of  Government  was  read  the 
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second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wliole 
House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  on  the  Bill  for  siqiport  of  Government;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Fisher,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that 
the  Committee  had  made  some  progress  in  the  matters  to 
them  referred,  and  desired  leave  to  sit  again;  to  which  the 
House  agreed. 

The  House  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  House  met. 

A  Message  from  the  Council,  by  Mr.  Stockton,  acquaint- 
ing the  House  that  the  Council  have  passed  the  Bill 
entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Justices  and 
Freeholders  of  the  several  Counties  in  the  Colony  of  A'tw- 
Jersey  to  defray  the  ex|)ense  of  taking  Lists  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants." 

The  House  again,  according  to  order,  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  Bill  for  sup- 
port of  Government ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resimied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Fisher,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  the  Conmiittee  had 
gone  through  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  had  come 
to  several  Resolutions,  which  he  was  ready  to  report  when- 
ever the  House  will  please  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  made  immediately. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Fisher  reported  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Committee,  as  follows,  viz : 

1.  Resolved,  That  in  and  by  the  said  Bill,  when  passed 
into  a  law,  there  be  paid  to  his  Excellency  fVilliam  Frank- 
lin, Esq.,  Governour  of  this  Colony,  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
hundred  Pounds  per  annum,  Proclamation  Money,  to  com- 
mence the  first  day  of  October  last. 

And  on  the  question,  whether  the  House  agrees  to  the 
said  sum  or  not,  it  passed  in  the  affirtnative,  as  follows: 

Y.as.  Yeas.  Yeas. 

Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Ford,  .Mr.  Eldridge, 
Garritse,                        Kinsey,  Tucker, 

Fisher,  Hewlings,  Mehelm, 

Roy,  Hinehman,  Sliepperd, 

Uey,  Gibbon,  Elmer, 

Demarest,  Holme,  Barton. 

Niii/s.  Nai/s.  Nays. 

Mr.  Comb-s  Mr.  Lawrence,  Mr.  Hand : 

Who  voted  for  one  thousand  Pounds. 

2.  To  David  Ogden,  Esq.,  second  Justice  of  the  Su- 
|Meme  Court  of  this  C'olony ,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  Pounds  per  annum,  money  aforesaid. 

And  on  the  question,  whether  the  House  agrees  there- 
to or  not,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Yeas.                           Yeas.  Yeas. 

Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Kinsey,  Mr.  Holm", 

Fisher,                           Hewlings,  Mehelm, 

Roy,                               .Sykes,  Shepperd, 

Demarest,                     Hinehman,  Elmer, 

Ford,                              Gibbon,  Barton. 

Nays.                             Nays.  Nays. 

Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Gar'ritse,  Mr.  Eldridge, 

Taylor,                         Dey,  Tucker ; 
Lawrence,                    Hand, 

Who  voted  for  one  hundred  Pounds. 

3.  To  Richard  Stockton,  Esq.,  third  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  this  C'olony,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Pounds  per  annum,  money  aforesaid. 

And  on  the  question,  whether  the  House  agrees  thereto 
or  not,  it  passed  in  the  afiirinative,  as  follows; 

lV„.s-.  Yeas.  Yeas. 

Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Kinsey,  Mr.  Holme, 

Fisher,  Hewhngs,  Mehelm, 

Roy,  Sykes,  Shepperd, 

Demarest,  Hinehman,  Elmer, 

Ford,  Gibbon,  Barton. 

Nays.  Nays.  Nays. 

Mr.  Combs.  Mr.  Garritse,  Mr.  Eldridge, 

Taylor,  Dey,  Tucker. 

Lawrence,  Hand, 

4.  To  Cortland  Skinner,  Esq.,  Attorney-General  of 
this  Colony,  at  the  rate  of  forty  Pounds  per  annum,  money 
aforesaid. 

And  on  the  question,  whether  the  House  agrees  thereto 
or  not,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

Yeas.  Yeas.  Yeas. 
Mr.  Crane,                  Mr.  Kinsey,                Mr.  Holme, 

Garritse,  Hewlings,  Melielm, 

Fisher,  Sykes,  .Shepperd, 

Rov,  il'inchman.  Elmer, 

Deiiiarest,  Gibbon.  Barton. 
Ford, 
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Eld'ndgo 


Nays.  i^ 

Mr.  Comba,  Mr.  D 

Taylor,  Hand,  i  ucKer ; 

Lawrence, 

Who  voted  for  thirty  Pounds. 

5.  To  Joseph  Smith  and  John  Smijth,  Esqrs.,  Treasur- 
ers of  this  Colony,  each  at  tlie  rate  of  forty  Pounds  per 
annum,  money  aforesaid  : 

To  which  the  House  agreed. 

6.  To  the  ('leri<  of  the  Council  for  the  time  heing,  at  the 
rate  of  thirty  Pounds  per  annum,  money  aforesaid  : 

To  which  the  House  agreed. 

7.  To  the  Agent  of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being,  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  Pounds  per  annum,  money  afore- 
said ; 

To  which  the  House  ai^rced. 

8.  To  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit 
siding  in  this  Colony,  the  sum  of  tw( 
money  aforesaid  : 

To  which  the  House  agreed. 

9.  To  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  C( 
the  rate  often  Pounds  per  annum. 

To  which  the  House  agreed. 

10.  To  his  Excellency  IVilliam 
rate  of  sixty  Pounds  per  annum,  money 
rent,  provided  he  makes  Perth-Ainboy  or  Burlington  the 
place  of  his  residence  : 

To  which  the  House  agreed. 

1 1 .  To  the  Justice  or  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
this  Colony,  for  attending  the  Circuit  Courts,  and  Courts 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  in  the  manner  i)rescribed  by  the  said 
Act,  the  sum  often  Pounds  for  each  time: 

To  which  the  House  agreed. 

1-2.  To  each  of  the  Council  for  the  time  being,  for  the 
time  they  may  attend  at  any  silling  of  General  Assembly 
within  the  time,  eight  Shdlings  per  day. 

On  the  question,  whether  the  sum  be  eight  Shillings  or 


shall  attend  the  Council,  the  sum  of  three  Shillings  per  diem; 
and  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  who  shall  attend  the  House 
of  Representatives,  the  sum  of  three  Shillings  per  diem  : 
To  which  the  House  agreed. 

18.  To  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  time  being,  who  shall  attend  the  House  in  manner 
aforesaid,  the  sum  of  three  Shillings  and  six  Pence  per 
diem  : 

To  which  the  House  agreed. 

19.  To  the  Speaker  and  every  of  the  Members  of  the 
House  of  Rc|)resentatives,  for  the  lime  each  of  them  shall 
attend  at  any  sitting  of  General  Assembly,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  Act,  eight  Shillings  per  diem. 

On  the  question,  whether  the  sum  be  eight  Shillings  or 


six 

Shilli 

ngs  ])er  diem. 

,  it  " 

ivas  carried  f 

or  eight  Shilling 

for  the  time  being,  re- 

foil 

OWS   V 

iz  : 

nty  Pounds  ]ier  annum, 

Mr. 

Cran.'., 
Fi.^lur, 
Ray, 

Mr 

y,Y,... 

.  F.,rd, 
Ki.is.v. 
Birtoi., 

Mr.  Hincl.man, 
C;ibbon, 
Mt^helnl, 

uncil  of  this  Colony,  at 
money  aforesaid  : 

Dcy, 

Demarest, 
Nays. 

(iarrilse, 

Hcwlings, 

Na^^s. 

Sliepp.Td, 

Elmer. 

Nays. 

Mr, 

C'onil}-* 

.Mr 

.  .Sykrs, 

Mr.  Eldridgc, 

Franklin,  Esq.,  at  the 

■  Taylo,', 

liulNie, 

Tuck.-r; 

mey  aforesaid,  for  house 

. 

Luvroncr., 

ilund, 

Shilli: 


was  carried  (o 


'lit  Shillings,  as  follows. 


Mr 


Who  voted  for  six  Shillings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  for  support  of  Government,  as 
reported  and  agreed  to,  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Tucker  reported,  that  Mr.  Elmer  and  himself  de- 
livered the  Message  of  the  House  to  his  Excellency, 
according  to  order,  who  was  pleased  to  say  the  House 
should  hear  from  him. 

The  House  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

Tliursday,  Novenibor  30.  1775. 

The  House  met. 

The  House  taking  into  consideration  the  inconvenience 
arising  from  requiring  the  attendance  of  two  of  the  Dele- 
gates   to   represent  the   Colony  in  the  Continental   Con- 


Mr.  Eidridgc 


Fislipr,  KiMM-y, 

Roy,  Howli,, 

Uey,  Iliiicl.i 

Nays.  Na  y.s-. 
Mr.  Combs,                   Mr.  Syjus, 

Tavlor,  Il.duir, 

LaWronce.  Hind. 

Who  voted  for  six  Shillings. 

l;3.  To  Richard  Smith,  one  of  the  Cleiks  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  or  any  other  Cleik,  for  his  attendance,    ^-"^(-j'-gfij,    ^^^i  jjiect 
ihe  sum  of  ten  Shillings  per  day,  for  the  time  he  hath  or  ' 

shall  attend  at  any  sitting  of  General  Assembly,  during  the 
continuance  of  this  Act;  also,  the  sum  of  four  Pence  per 
sheet,  reckoning  ninety  words  to  the  sheet,  for  entering  the 
Minutes  of  any  sitting,  during  the  continuance  of  this  Act, 
fair  in  the  Journals,  and  copying  the  L/tws  and  Minutes  for 
the  Printer  ;  and  to  the  said  Richard  Smith  the  sum  of  ten 
Pounds,  for  pen,  ink,  and  jiaper,  and  hiring  Clerks  to  for- 
ward the  business  of  this  session;  and  for  a  Journal  for  the 
use  of  the  General  Assembly,  thirty-three  Shillings: 
To  which  the  House  agree<l. 

11.  To  Charles  Pettit,  E^q.,  D.qmly  Secretary,  or  to 
the  Deputy  Secretary  for  the  lime  hcing,  (i)r  cojiymg  pub- 
lick  Laws  to  send  home  to  England,  during  the  continuance 
of  this  Act,  four  Pence  per  sheet,  reckoning  ninety  words 
to  the  sheet ;  and  to  the  said  Charles  I'eltil,  for  extraordi- 
nary services,  the  sum  of  twenly  Pounds: 
To  which  the  House  agreed. 

15.  To  each  of  the  Treasurers  of  this  Colonv.  six  Ponce 
per  I'ound,  for  exchanging  ragi;cil  and  torn  Bills  of  Credit 
of  this  Colony  : 

To  which  ihe  House  agreed. 

IG.  To  Isaac  Collins,  or  any  other  I'riuter  hereafter  to 
1)0  appointed,  for  printing  the   Minutes  of  the   House  of 
Representatives  of  any  sitting  during  the  continuance  of 
this  Act,  and  for  printing  the   Laws  passed  at  any  sitting     Slaves  now  in 
as  aforesaid,  or  any  other  printing,  such  sums  as  llcndrick         Ordered,  Tl 
Fisher,  Stephen  Crane,  James  Kinscy,  and  Thomas  Fol- 
grcen  Hctvlings,  Esqrs.,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  agree 
to  be  paid  for  the  said  service  : 
To  which  the  House  agreed. 
17.  To  the  Sergeant-at-.\rms   for  the  time  be 


Resolved,  That  any  one  of  the  three  Delegates  appoint- 
ed to  attend  the  Congress  be,  and  such  Delegate  is  here- 
by fully  authorized  to  represent  this  Colony  during  the 
present  Congress. 

A  Message  from  the  Council,  by  Mr.  Hopkinson,  inform- 
ing the  House  that  the  Council  have  passed  the  Bill 
entitled  "  A  stq)plementary  Act  to  the  Act  entitled  '  An 
Act  for  striking  One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds,  in  Bills 
the  mode  for  sinking  the  same," "' 
without  any  amendment. 

The  House  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  House  met. 

The  Petition  from  sundry  Freeholders  of  Burlington 
County,  praying  that  Young  Men  who  live  with  their 
parents  may  be  taxed,  wa';  read  the  second  time.  It  was 
moved  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  may  be  granted. 
Whereupon  the  previous  question  was  demanded,  whether 
that  question  shall  now  be  put  or  not.  It  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows,  to  w  it : 


Mr 


Ordered,  Thai  t 
session  of  Assemhl 

The  Priiiion  fro 
County  of  Biirlim; 


idge. 


be  re.lerreil  to  the 


the  T 

I,  pi 


ig,  who 


hip  of  Cheslirjield,  in  the 
ying  a   law  to  set  free  all   the 
Colony,  was  read  the  second  lime, 
he  same  do  lie  on  the  table. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Governour's 
Message  at  the  last  session  informed  the  House  that  they 
were  ready  to  make  a  report,  and  at  the  same  time  mention- 
ed lo  the  House,  that  the  report  was  necessarily  drawn  up  in 
such  a  manner  as  they  apprehend  might  possibly  occasion 


1861 


NEW-JERSEY  ASSEMBLY,   NOVEMBER,  1775. 


1862 


a  longer  session  than  tlie  House  at  this  time  might  incline 
to,  and  might  be  productive  of  some  controversy.  Where- 
upon, the  House  taking  the  same  into  their  consideration, 
and  also  being  of  opinion  that  any  thing  which  might  inter- 
rupt the  harmony,  in  this  present  critical  situation  of  the 
Province,  ought  not  to  be  entered  into  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, unless  sonielhing  should  occur  during  tlieir  silting 
which  may,  in  their  opinion,  render  it  necessary,  do  order 
that  the  report  be  postponed. 

A  Message  from  his  Excellency,  by  Mr.  Deputy  Sec- 
retary Pettit  : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  His  Excellency  is  in  the  Council  Cham- 
ber, ready  to  receive  the  Address  of  the  House. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and,  with  the 
House,  went  to  wait  upon  the  Governour;  and  being  re- 
turned, Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  reported,  that 
the  House  had  waited  on  the  Governour,  and  delivered 
their  Address,  in  these  words  : 

To  His  Excellency  William  Franklin,  Esq.,  Captain- 
General,  Governour,  and  CommanJcr-in-  Chief ,  in  and 
over  His  Majesty' s  Colony  of  Kova-Cmsxrea,  or  New- 
Jersey,  a7id  Territories  thereon  depending,  in  America, 
Chancellor  and  Vicc-Admiral  in  the  same,  il^'C. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Representatives  of  the  said 

Colony,  in  General  Assembly  convened. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency  : 

We,  His  Majesty's  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Colony  of  New-Jersey,  in  General  Assem- 
bly convened,  have  considered  your  Excellency's  speech 
at  the  opening  of  the  present  session. 

We  sincerely  lament  the  unhappy  situation  of  publick 
affairs ;  and  we  regret  that,  though  we  have  presented  a  du- 
tiful petition  to  His  Majesty,  yet  we  have  little  prospect  of 
his  favourable  interposition  for  the  removal  of  those  griev- 
ances under  which  we  suffer,  in  conmion  with  his  other 
American  subjects. 

There  is  nothing  we  desire  with  greater  anxiety  than  a 
reconciliation  with  our  Parent  Stale,  on  constitutional  prin- 
ciples. But  if  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  of 
the  20th  of  Ff^cwary,  could,  without  departing  from  the 
duty  we  owe  to  our  constituents,  have  been  accepted,  or 
made  the  basis  of  a  negotiation  which  would  probably  have 
led  to  any  plan  of  accommodation,  we  have  been  and  still 
are  greatly  mistaken. 

VVe  are  surprised  to  hear  that  any  persons  could  have  ad- 
vised your  Excellency  to  have  souglit  an  asylum  on  board 
of  one  of  His  Majesty's  ships.  We  cannot  imagine  that 
your  Excellency  could  have  had  any  just  reason  to  fear 
any  insult  or  improper  treatment  from  the  people  of  the 
Colony;  and  if  your  retreat  would  necessarily  be  attributed 
to  either  the  effect  or  well-grounded  apprehensions  of  vio- 
lence, and  be  productive  of  mischiefs  to  the  inhabitants, 
however  such  advisers  may  deserve  to  be  esteemed  your 
"best  friends,"  we  cannot  suppose  them  to  be  really  so  to 
the  Colony. 

Your  Excellency's  safety,  or  that  of  any  of  the  ofliceis 
of  Government,  we  apprehend  to  be  in  no  danger.  We 
place  our  own  safety  in  that  protection  which  the  laws  of 
our  Country  and  the  executive  powers  of  the  Government 
afford  to  all  the  King's  subjects.  It  is  the  only  asylum 
vvhich  we  have  to  fly  to;  and  we  make  no  doubt  but  that 
it  will  he,  as  it  hitherto  hath  been,  found  fidly  equal  to  the 
purpose  both  of  securing  your  Excellency  and  others.  And 
we  hope  to  find  that  the  officers  of  Government  will  con- 
duct themselves  so  prudently  as  not  to  invite  any  ill  usage, 
and  that  they  will  not  make  any  supposed  "  infaluation,  or 
disorder"  of  the  times,  a  pretence  to  leave  the  Province, 
and  thereby  endeavour  to  subject  the  inhabitants  to  any 
calamities. 

We  know  of  no  sentiments  of  independency  that  are,  by 
men  of  any  consequence,  openly  avowed  ;  nor  do  we  ap- 
prove of  any  essays  tending  to  encourage  such  a  measure. 
VVe  have  already  expressed  our  detestation  of  such  opinions, 
and  we  have  so  frequently  and  fully  declared  our  sentiments 
on  this  subject,  and  in  particular  in  our  petition  to  the  King 
at  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  that  we  should  have  thought 
ourselves,  as  at  present  we  really  deserve  to  be,  exempt 
from  all  suspicion  of  this  nature. 

We  have  already  resolved  to  support  His  Majesty's  Go- 


vernment, and  look  upon  it  to  be  our  duty  to  use  our  influ- 
ence to  promote  peace,  order,  and  good  government. 
By  order  of  the  House : 

Cortland  Skinner,  Speaker. 

House  of  Assembly,  November  29,  1775. 

To  which  His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing answer : 

Gentlemen:  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  resolution 
to  support  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  cainiot  but  ap- 
[)rove  your  determination  to  promote  peace  and  good  order. 

1  shall  avoid,  for  the  reasons  I  gave  you  in  my  speech, 
any  remarks  on  your  sentiments  respecting  the  present  un- 
happy situation  of  publick  afl'airs,  and  shall  transmit  to  His 
Majesty  your  opinion  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  Thus  much,  however,  I  would  only  observe, 
that  if  you  really  thought,  or  still  think,  that  the  making 
that  resolution  tlie  basis  of  a  negotiation  would  not  have 
led  to  some  plan  of  acconmiodation,  on  terms  that  Ameri- 
cans have  heretofore  solemnly  and  repeatedly  declared 
would  give  them  full  content,  then  you  have  been  and  still 
are  greatly  mistaken. 

Your  surprise  that  any  persons  could  advise  me  to  seek 
an  asylum,  when  so  many  Governours  and  Crown  oflicers 
had  been  before  compelled  to  do  the  like,  is  as  extraordi- 
nary as  your  supposition  that  those  persons  must  therefore 
be  no  friends  to  the  Colony. 

It  gives  me  pleasure,  however,  to  find  that  you  make  no 
doubt  but  that  the  laws  of  the  Country,  and  the  executive 
powers  of  the  Goverrniient,  will  afford  safety,  and  prove  an 
asylum  to  all  the  King's  subjects.  On  the  strength  of  this 
assurance.  His  Majesty's  oflicers,  who  have  now  the  mis- 
fortune of  being  confined  in  Trenton,  by  some  supposed 
unlawful  authority,  cannot  hesitate  to  apply  for  that  legal 
remedy,  an  habeas  corpus;  nor  can  any  of  His  Majesty's 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  have  the  least  scruple  to 
grant  it,  nor  ought  any  one  to  doubt  "but  that  it  will  (as 
you  say)  be  found  fully  equal  to  the  purpose.'' 

Your  hope  that  the  oflicers  of  Government  will  conduct 
themselves  prudently,  will,  1  trust,  be  greatly  gratified,  at 
least  by  some  of  lliem,  if  a  manly,  conscientious  discharge 
of  their  duty  to  their  King  and  Country,  as  far  as  may  be 
in  their  power,  is  consistent  with  your  ideas  of  prudence. 
As  they  have  not  even  made  the  real  disorders  of  the  times 
a  pretence  for  leaving  the  Province,  it  seems  rather  unkind 
to  intimate  any  suspicion  that  they  would  do  it  on  a  "suj)- 
poscd  disorder  of  tlie  times  ;"  equally  unjustifiable  is  it  to 
insinuate  that  any  of  them  would  be  so  absurd  as  to  "invite 
ill  usage,"'  or  so  wicked  as  to  "endeavour  to  subject  the  in- 
habitants to  any  calamities.''  But  such  suspicions  and  such 
language  must,  1  suppose,  be  attributed  to  ihe  fashion  of 
the  times. 

In  speaking  of  the  sentiments  of  independency,  openly 
avowed  by  some  men  of  present  consequence,  I  had  not 
the  most  distant  thought  that  you  would  consider  the  re- 
mark as  at  all  meant  for  or  applicable  to  your  House.  If 
any  faith  is  to  be  put  (as  you  say)  in  your  frequent  and 
full  declarations  of  your  sentiments  on  this  subject,  you 
certainly  deserve  to  be  exempt  from  all  suspicions  of  that 
nature.  I  even  intimated,  in  my  speech,  that  you  must  en- 
tertain "an  abhorrence  of  such  design."  Your  present  dis- 
approbation of  the  essays  tending  to  encourage  that  mea- 
sure gives  me  great  satisfaction,  and  I  sincerely  wish  that 
both  you  and  I  may,  ere  long,  have  the  happiness  to  see 
those,  who  either  openly  or  privately  avow  sentiments  of 
independency,  men  of  no  consequence. 

On  motion  made,  that  this  House  do  send  a  message  to 
his  Excellency,  requesting  him  to  dissolve  the  present  As- 
sembly at  the  end  of  the  present  session,  and  give  the  peo- 
ple another  choice  of  Representatives:  The  Previous  Ques- 
tion was  demanded,  "  Whether  the  said  question  shall  now 
be  put  or  not."      It  passed  as  follows,  viz  : 


Kinsry, 

Holme, 

Mehelm, 

Jland, 

Shepperd, 

Hinchmaij. 

EHridge, 

Elmer. 

AVjys. 

Nut/s. 

Nay,. 

Combs, 

Mr.   Frsher, 

Mr.  Ford, 

Taylor, 

Roy, 

HewUnga, 

Cr.mi', 

Dey, 

Syke., 

Garritbc. 

Dcmarest, 

Barton. 
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The  voices  being  equal,  Air.  Speaker  gave  liis  vole  in 
the  negative. 

The  House  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  niorn- 

rr.(l..y,  l),.cciiibi:r  1,  177J. 

The  House  met. 

Mr.  Kinsey,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in 
an  Answer  to  his  Excellency's  Message  of  the  •2-2d  of  JSo- 
vcmber  last,  brought  in  a  draught  accordingly,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Fis/icr,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  draught  of  a  Pefuion  to  the  King,  brought 
in  the  same  accordingly  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a 
second  reading. 

The  House  adjourned  lill  three,  P.  M. 

The  House  met. 

A  Petition  was  presented  lo  the  House,  from  the  Hon. 
Daniel  Coit,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Board  of  the  West- 
ern Proprietors  of  this  Province,  reiiuesling  leave,  in  be- 
lialf  of  himself  and  the  Board  of  Western  Proprietors,  to 
bring  in  a  Bill,  at  the  next  session  of  Assembly,  for  appoinl- 
ing  Commissioners  to  settle  the  disputes  of  the  said  West- 
ern Proprietors  with  the  Eastern  Proprietors,  and  finally 
to  settle  the  line  of  division  between  the  said  Proprietors, 
and  suggesting  that  the  Eastern  Proprietors  do  acquiesce  in 
this  mode  of  acconnnodating  the  diflerences,  and  agree  to 
join  in  the  nomination  of  Commissioners  ;  which  Petition 
being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  Petitioner  have  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  at  the  next  session,  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  Pe- 
tition. 

The  House  adjourned  till  five  o'clock. 

The  House  met. 

The  engrossed  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  support  of 
Government  of  His  Majesty's  Colony  of  New-Jersey,  to 
commence  the  fust  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  to  end  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
tober, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  to 
discharge  the  puhlick  debts  and  contingent  charges  tlieie- 
olV  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  que.-tion. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Ford,  Mr. 
Fuison,  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Si/kes,Mi:  Elmer,  nml  Mr.  Tuck- 
er, do  carry  the  said  Bill  lo  the  Council,  for  concurrence. 

The  House  adjourned  lill  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 

Sahmliiy,  Deccmli(-i-3,  177.'"). 

The  House  met. 

^Iv.  Fisher  reported,  that  the  other  gentlemen  and  him- 
self delivered  the  Sup|)ort  Bill,  willi  them  intrusted,  lo  tlie 
Speaker,  in  Council. 

On  motion  made,  thai  proper  persons  may  be  appointed 
to  lake  care  of,  rent  out,  and,  from  the  rents,  to  keep  in 
good  repair,  the  several  Barracks  and  their  Fmiiilure,  in 
this  Colony:  The  question  was  put  thereon,  and  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ilinchman,  Mr.  Tucker,  and  Mr. 
Gibbon,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill 
))iusuant  lo  the  above  Resolution. 

Mr.  limchmnn,  from  the  Connnitlee  ajipointed  for  that 
liui|iijM',  limnnhi  in  a  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  to  empower 
the  |HT^on>  therein  named  to  take  care  of,  rent  out,  and, 
from  the  rents,  lo  keep  in  good  repair,  the  several  Barracks 
and  their  Eurniture,  in  this  Colony;"  wiiich  was  read,  and 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  lielure  the  llmise  a  Letter  from  Isaac 
]),b,„r,  K„|.,  Lite  Sheiiir  ..r  the  County  of /YMVi^c/v/o/i, 
eneloiiiig  a  e(ip\  nl  the  sml  Shiiili's  advertisements,  con- 
ditions, and  amounl  ef  -;iles  ,,r  |„,nl  Slirllm^'s  Lamls,  in 
the  County  of  llaiiirrdon,  «ltli  a  copy  of  Air.  Speaker's 
Letter  to  the  said  late  Sherilf;   which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  he  referred  lo 
the  afternoon. 

The  House  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  House  met. 

The  Bill  entitled  ■•An  .\ct  to  empower  the  persons  there- 


in named  to  lake  care  of,  rent  out,  and,  from  the  rents,  to 
keep  in  good  repair,  the  several  Barracks  and  their  Furni- 
ture, in  this  Colony,"  was  read  the  second  time,  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Roy  had  leave  of  absence  lill  Monday  morning 
next. 

Mr.  Barton  had  leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session,  upon  extraordinary  occasions. 

The  House  look  into  consideration  the  papers  laid  be- 
fore the  House  this  morning,  by  Mr.  Speaker,  relative  to 
the  sale  of  Lord  Slirling^s  Estate  in  Hunterdon  ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  in  debate  thereon,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

The  House  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday  morn- 
ing next.  

Moiulay,  Duccinbcr  4,  177.5. 

The  House  met. 

The  engrossed  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  empower  the 
persons  therein  named  to  take  care  of,  rent  out,  and,  from 
the  rents,  lo  keep  in  good  repair,  the  several  Barracks  and 
their  Furniture,  in  this  Colony,"  was  read  and  compared  ; 
on  the  question, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  do  pass. 

Yeas.  Was.  Yrax. 

Mr.  Coml.H,  Mr.  D.^y,  Mr.  Iliuch.iuin. 


FisluT, 
Roy, 

Mr.  Liwronc 
Ui'mares 
Hewlinj! 


N„^s. 

Mr.  fa.-ison 

Gibbon. 

tlollll.', 


Kfii/s. 


Eiil  ridge, 
Slioppcrd. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kinsey  and  Mr.  Elmer  do  carry  the 
said  Bill  lo  the  Council,  for  concurrence. 

The  House  adjourned  till  three,  P.  AL 

The  House  met. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  papers  laid 
before  this  House,  relative  to  a  sale  of  Lands,  belonging  to 
Lord  Stirlimr,  by  the  late  SheritTof  Hunterdon. 

Ordcred,^'r\)ia  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Tucker,  Mr.  Mehelm, 
Mr.  Roy,  and  Mr.  Dunham,  be,  and  they,  or  any  three  of 
them,  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  examine  into 
the  said  sale,  collect  evidence  relating  thereto,  and  report 
to  this  House  at  the  next  session  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
to  give  directions  for  the  further  (irosecution  of  the  suit 
against  said  Lord  Stirling,  if  necessary. 

The  draught  of  a  Message  lo  his  Excellency ,  in  answer 
to  his  Message  of  the  ^^'^d  of  November  last,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Shepperd, 
Mr.  Gibbon,  and  Mr.  Lawrence. 

The  Petition  to  the  King  was  read  the  second  lime, 
and  connnilled  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 
ing.   

Tu.'silay,  Ducrii.brr  .'•>,  177o. 

The  House  met. 

A  Message  from  ihe  Couneil,  by  Mr.  Farker.  inlijrming 
the  House  that  the  Council  have  passed  the  Hill  entitled 
"  An  .\cl  for  the  su|)port  of  Government,"  &c. 

The  House  adjourned  lill  three,  P.  AL 

The  House  met. 

Mr.  Fisher,  from  the  ( 'ounniltee  lo  whom  the  draught 
of  a  Alessage  to  his  Excelleu(;y  was  connnilled,  reported 
the  same;  which  being  read  and  amended  in  the  House, 

Ordered,  That  the  said   Message,  as  amended,  be  en- 

The  House,  iiecording  to  order,  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  Petition  to  the 
King;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein.  Air.  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Air.  Fisher,  Chairman  oi'  the  Com- 
mittee, by  leave  of  the  House,  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  siient  some  time  in  debate  upon  the  subject-matter 
of  the  Petition  referred  to  them,  and  came  to  the  following 
Resolution  : 

That  as  a  Petition  is  already  before  His  Majesty,  to 
which  the  House  has  received  no  answer,  and  hoping  that 
it  will  effect  the  good  purposes  intended,  in  the  opinion  of 
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tliis  Committee  the  present  Petition  ouyht  to  be  referred  ; 
and  thai  the  Committee  of  Corresponclence  do  instruct 
tiie  Agent  to  solicit  an  answer  to  the  said  former  I'eii- 
tion. 

To  which  the  House  unanimously  ai,'reed. 

The  House  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  moin- 


\Vednesd:iy,  Di'Coiiil)L-r  G,  1775. 

The  House  met. 

Tlie  engrossed  Message  to  iiis  Excellency  was  read  and 
compared. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  accordingly. 

And  the  said  Message  is  as  follows,  viz: 

House  of  Assembly,  D.comhcr  G.  177.'). 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hinc/iman  and  iMr.  Mchehn  do  wait 
on  his  Excellency,  and,  in  answer  to  his  Message  of  tije 
•21st  o{  i^ovcmbtr,  inform  him  that  this  House  have  taken 
the  same  into  their  serious  consideration,  and  although 
they  entertain  the  most  grateful  sense  of  the  attention  that 
has  been  shown  to  the  wishes  of  the  Colony  in  the  allow- 
ance of  the  Loan  Act.  and  ol'  His  Majesty's  gracious  in- 
clinations to  give  "every  indulgence  that  can  consist  with 
the  true  principles  of  commerce  and  the  Constitution," 
and  are  sincerely  disposed  to  grant  His  Majesty's  requisi- 
tions, as  far  as  the  circumstances  of  the  Colony  will  allow; 
yet  at  this  time  the  House  cannot  think  it  prudent  to  go 
into  any  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  olficers  of  Govern- 
ment, nor  do  they  apprehend  that  it  will  be  beneficial  for 
his  government  over  us  to  settle  them  longer  than  for  the 
usual  time,  or  expedient  to  erect  buildings  at  present,  bet- 
ter to  accommodate  the  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

That  the  House  hojjcs,  when  it  is  considered  that  on 
his  Excellency's  arrival  to  this  Government,  the  salary 
was  raised  from  one  thousand  l-'ounds  to  one  thousand  two 
hundred  Pounds  per  annum,  which  has  been  continued 
ever  since  ;  that  sixty  Pounds  a  year  has  constantly  been 
granted  to  provide  a  bouse  for  his  Excellency's  residence; 
that  the  salaries  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  have 
been  lately  raised  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds 
per  annum  ;  that  the  other  Crown  ollicers  either  have 
salaries  given  to  them  or  fees  equal  to  the  importance  of 
their  service;  that  there  are  places  provided  for  the  Legis- 
lature to  meet  and  do  the  publick  business  at  Pcrth-Am- 
boy,  and  that  although  such  provision  is  not  made  at  Bur- 
lington, yet  no  considerable  inconvenience  has  attended 
it — when  his  Excellency  considers  these  matters,  he  will, 
we  hope,  be  of  opinion  with  us,  that  the  House  has  shown 
a  disposition  to  make  such  suitable  provision  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  as,  from  time  to  lime,  was  in  their 
jinwer,  which  nothing  has  retarded  more  than  the  incon- 
venience of  two  seats  of  Government,  a  circumstance  they 
sincerely  wish  was  removed.  But  the  House  assures  his 
Excellency  that,  at  a  future  day,  when  this  inconvenience 
shall  be  remedied,  and  the  unnatural  controversy  now  sub- 
sisting is  happily  settled,  they  will  show  their  readiness  to 
comply  with  every  just  reijui-ltion,  and  demonstrate  that 
they  ever  mean  their  actions  shall  correspond  with  their 
professions. 

By  order  of  the  House  : 

HicHARD   Smith,   Chrl;. 

Ordtrcd,  That  Mr.  Kinscy  and  Mr.  Eldridgc  do  wait 
on  the  Council,  and  inquire  whether  the  Council  have  any 


thing  further  before  them;  if  not,  that  this  House  proposes 
to  apply  to  his  Excellency  for  a  dismission. 

Mr.  Hinchman  re|)orted  that  Mr.  Mthelm  and  himself 
delivered  the  Messages  of  the  House  with  them  intrusted 
to  his  Excellency,  who  was  pleased  to  say  he  would  take 
the  same  into  consideration. 

Mr.  Kinscy  reported  that  Mr.  Eldridgc  and  himself 
delivered  the  Messages  of  the  House  with  them  intrusted 
to  the  Speaker  in  Council. 

A  Message  from  the  Council,  by  Mr.  llopkinson: 

.Mr.  Ifnp/annon  informed  the  House  that  the  Councd 
have  nothing  further  before  them. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisher  and  Mr.  Paxson  do  wail 
upon  the  Governour,  and  inform  him  that  this  House  have 
gone  through  the  business  before  them,  and  are  desirous  of 
a  dismission. 

Mr.  Fisher  reponed,  that  Mr.  Pa  vsoa  and  himself  de- 
livered the  Message  of  the  House  to  his  Excellency,  ac- 
cording to  order,  who  was  pleased  to  say  the  House  should 
hear  fioni  him  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Hou'^e  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  House  met. 

A  Message  from  his  Excellency,  by  Mr.  Deputy  Sec- 
retary Pettit  : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  His  Excellency  is  in  the  Council  Cham- 
ber, and  requires  the  iunnedlate  attendance  of  the  House. 

Whereujjon,  Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and,  with  the 
House,  went  to  wait  uj)on  the  Governour,  who  was  pleased 
to  give  his  assent  to  the  following  Bills,  enacting  the  same, 
viz  : 

1.  An  Act  for  the  support  of  Government  of  His  >Li- 
jesty's  Colony  o(  New-Jersey,  to  commence  the  first  day 
of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five, 
and  to  end  the  first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-six;  and  to  discharge  the  pnblick 
debts,  and  contingent  charges  thereof. 

2.  A  supplementary  Act  to  the  Act  cniiikd  '•  An  Act 
for  striking  One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds,  in  Jiills  of 
Credit,  and  directing  the  mode  for  sinking  the  same." 

3.  An  Act  for  the  speedy  recovery  of  Debts,  from  six 
Pounds  to  ten  Pounds. 

4.  An  Act  to  provide  a  more  efFectual  remedy  against 
excessive  costs,  in  the  recovery  of  Debts  above  ten  Pounds, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

5.  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Justices  and  Free- 
holders of  the  several  Counties  in  the  Colony  o(  New-Jer- 
sey to  defray  the  expense  of  taking  Lists  of  the  Inhabitant^. 

6.  An  Act  to  prevent  Rams  from  running  at  large  at 
certain  seasons  of  the  year. 

7.  An  Act  to  empower  Isaac  Haines  to  erect  a  Dam, 
Mills,  and  other  Water  Works,  on  the  southernmost  branch 
of  Ancocas  Creek,  in  the  Township  of  Evesham,  in  the 
County  of  Burlington. 

8.  An  Act  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  Mea- 
dows andTide  Marsh,  lying  on  bolhsides  of  the  somh  branch 
of  Pensawkin  Creek,  in  the  Counties  of  Burlington  and 
Gloucester,  to  erect  and  maintain  a  Bank,  Dam,  and  other 
Water  Woiks,  across  the  said  Creek,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
tide  fiom  overfiowing  the  same. 

And  then  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  prologue  the 
General  Assembly  till  fVcdnesday,  third  day  of  ./«//«« ;y 
next,  then  to  meet  at  Pertk-Amboy. 


{■orNcii.  (IF  NE\v..iEi;s[;v. 
A  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  His  Majesty's  Council 
for  the  Province  of  New-Jersey,  at  a  session  of  ihe^ 
General  Assembly  begun  and  holilcn  at  the  City  of 
Burlington,  on  the  fifteenth  day  o/ November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and^ 
seienty-five,  and  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  sovereign  Lord,  King  George  the  Third. 

Wednesday,  November  15,  1775. 

The  House  met.     Present : 

The  Chief  Justice,  Richard  Stockton,  Esq.,  Stephen 
Skinner,  Esq.,  Daniel  Core,  Esq.,  John  Laurence,  Esq., 
Francis  Hopkinson,  Esq. 

Tlie  House  continued  till  to-morrow. 


The  House  met.      Piescnt: 

The  Chief  Justice,  Richard  .Stockton,  Esq.,  Stiphtu 
Skinner,  Esq.,  Daniel  Coie,  Esq.,  John  Laurence,  Esq.. 
Francis  Hopkinson,  Esq. 

His  Excellency  came  into  the  Council  Chamber,  and 
having,  by  the  Deputy  Secretary,  connnanded  the  attend- 
ance of  the  House  of  Assembly,  the  Sjieaker,  with  the 
House,  attended,  when  liis  Excellency  was  pleased  to  make 
a  Speech  to  both  Houses,  in  the  words  following,  viz  ; 

[Here  follows  his  Excellency's  Speech.] 

After  which,  the  Speaker,  with  the  House  of  Assembly, 
withdrew. 

The  House  continued  till  to-morrow. 
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Friday,  November  17,  1775. 

The  House  met.     Preseni : 

John  Stevens,  Esq.,  the  Chief  Justice,  Richard  Stock- 
ton, Esq.,  Stephen  Skinner,  Esq.,  Daniel  Coic,  Esq., 
John  Laurence,  Esq.,  Fraiicis  Hopkimon,  Esq. 

The  House  continued  till  to-morrow. 

S^ilurd;iy,  November  18,  1773. 

The  House  met.      Present  as  before. 
Tlie  House  coulinueii  till  Monday  next. 

Mondiiy,  Nuvember  20,  177.5. 

The  House  met.     Present  as  before. 
The  House  continued  till  to-morrow. 


The  House  met.      Present  as  before. 
The  House  continued  till  to-morrow. 


The  House  met.     Present : 

John  Stevens,   Esq,  the  Chief  Justice,  Richard  Stock- 
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Esq.,  Stephen  Skinner,  Esq.,  Daniel  Core,  Esq. 
I  Laurence,  Esq.,  Francis  Hopkinson,  Esq. 

The  House  having  taken  into  consideration  the  impor- 
tance  of  several  matters  that  will  be  likely  to  require  their 
attention  at  this  session,  and  being  desirous  to  have  the 
assistance  of  every  member  who  is  not  withheld  from  at- 
tendance by  sickness  or  other  unavoidable  cause. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  do  foitliwiih 
despatch  a  Letter  to  the  Hon.  James  Parker,  Esq.,  re- 
quiring his  attendance. 

The  House  having  taken  into  considei-ation  his  Excel- 
lency's Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  sessicjn, 

Resolved,  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
Excellency,  in  answer  to  the  said  Speech. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  Justice  and  ]\Ir.  Hopkinson 
be  a  Connnittee  to  draw  the  said  Address. 

The  House  continued  till  to-moirow. 


The  House  met.      Present: 

John  Stevens,  Esq.,  the  Chief  Justice,  Richard  Stock- 
ton, Esq.,  Stephen  Skinner,  Esq.,  Daniel  Coxe,  Esq., 
John  Laurence,  Esq.,  Francis  Hopkinson,  Esq. 

The  Huuic  continued  till  to-morrow. 


The  House  met.     Present : 

John  Stevens,  Esq.,  the  Chief  Justice,  Richard  Stock- 
ton, Esc].,  Stephen  Skinner,  Esi].,  Daniel  Coxe,  Esq., 
John  Laurence,  Esij.,  Francis  Hopkinson,  Esq. 

Mr.  Dey  and  Mr.  Garritse,  from  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, presented  for  the  concurrence  of  this  House  a  Bill 
entitled  "  A  supplementary  Act  to  an  Act  entitled  'An 
Act  appointing  Commissioners  for  finally  settling  and  de- 
termining the  several  Rights,  Titles,  and  Claims  to  the 
common  Lands  in  the  Township  o(  Bergen,  and  for  making 
partition  thereof,  in  just  and  equitable  proportions,  among 
those  who  shall  be  adjudged  by  the  said  Commissioners  to 
be  entitled  to  the  same  ;'  "  which  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  House  continued  till  four  o'cluel;,  P.  M. 

The  same  day,  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  House  met. 
Present: 


in;;.,  of  tlie  Co.. 


THi:  HUMBLE  ADDKESS  OF  HIS  M.\JKsrvs  I  OLNCIL  FOKTMK 
PROVINCE  OF  NKW-JEUSEV,  TO  HIS  KX(  KI.I.ENCV  (;0\- 
ERNOLK   FRANKt.I.V. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency: 

We  beg  leave  to  express  the  satisfaction  we  feel  in  the 
opportunity  you  have  given  us  of  meeting  your  Excellency 
in  General  Assembly  at  this  time,  for  the  despatch  of  such 
business  as  the  exigencies  of  the   Province   require,  and 


thank  you  for  that  freedom  with  which  you  communicate 
to  us,  Irom  time  to  time,  such  parts  of  the  letters  you  re- 
ceive from  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  as  may  be  of  conse- 
quence to  the  welfare  of  this  Province. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  we  assure  your  Excel- 
lency, that  we  know  of  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  the 
confidence  you  are  pleased  to  say  you  have  in  the  affec- 
tion and  regard  of  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  is  well 
founded.  We  are  sorry,  however,  to  observe  that,  not- 
withstanding this  confidence  and  trust,  your  Excellency 
expresses  some  degree  of  apprehension  as  to  the  safety  of 
your  own  person,  and  the  persons  of  the  other  oflicers  of 
the  Crown.  We  can  with  truth  declare,  that  we  are  totally 
ignorant  as  to  any  circumstances,  in  this  Province,  that  may 
give  rise  to  such  an  apprehension,  and  are  happy  in  be- 
lieving that  it  must  be  without  any  real  foundation. 

You  are  pleased  to  call  on  us  for  an  ex|)licit  declaration 
of  our  sentiments  respecting  those  aims  at  an  Independency 
on  Great  Britain,  which  you  say  are  at  this  time  openly 
avowed  by  some  men  of  present  consecpience.  In  answer 
to  which,  we  make  no  hesitation  to  assure  )  our  Excellency, 
that  we  have  the  utmost  abhorrence  of  any  design  what- 
ever to  subvert  that  happy  Constitution  of  Government 
under  which  not  only  this,  but  every  other  Colony  in  Ame- 
rica, hath  long  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  security  and  pros- 
perity ;  antl  that  we  will,  by  every  means  in  our  power, 
exert  ourselves  in  the  defence  of  it,  and  in  defence  of  your 
Excellency  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Crown,  acting 
under  the  infiuence  and  by  virtue  of  that  inestimable  Con- 
stitution. 

\Ve  (latter  ourselves  that  your  Excellency  will  not  doubt 
but  that  we  shall  be  ready,  on  all  occasions,  to  join  you  in 
the  promotion  of  peace,  order,  and  good  government,  and 
eagerly  improve  every  opportunity  that  may  tend  to  the 
restoring  this  Province  to  its  former  state  of  happiness  and 
tranquillity. 

By  order  of  the  House  :       Joh.n  Stevens,  Sjuaker. 

To  which  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing reply  : 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  the  senti- 
ments of  regard  expressed  in  this  address,  and  heartily  thank 
you  for  tlie  assurances  you  give  me  of  your  readiness  to 
exert  yourselves  in  the  defence  of  our  happy  Constitution 
and  of  the  ofiicers  of  the  Crown  in  this  Province. 

At  the  same  time,  it  gives  me  concern  that  I  cannot 
agree  with  you  in  opinion,  that  there  are  not  any  circum- 
stances in  this  Province,  which  may  justify  some  degree  of 
ap|irehension,  as  to  the  safety  of  myself  and  the  other  ofli- 
cers of  Government.  It  is  true,  I  have  not  actually  seen 
the  Associations  signed,  nor  the  orders  and  resolutions  of 
Congresses  or  Committees  issued,  yet  I  cannot,  on  that  ac- 
count, without  being  guilty  of  a  subterfuge,  which  gentle- 
men of  your  conduct  must  disapprove,  pretend  a  total  ig- 
norance either  of  their  contents  or  of  their  effects,  both  in 
this  and  the  neighbouiing  Colonies.  From  what  has  already 
happened,  the  ofiicers  of  the  Crown  will  be  naturally  led  to 
form  a  judgment  of  what  may  happen.  Such  of  them, 
therefore,  as  have  conscientiously  done  their  duty  here, 
nuist  of  course  have  some  reason  to  expect  the  same  fate 
with  those  who  have  done  their  duty  elsewhere.  It  must 
be  allowed,  however,  that  those  who,  from  timidity  or  other 
motives,  have  been  induced  to  pursue  a  different  conduct, 
ntay  have  preseni  safety  ;  but  then,  as  it  must  be  at  the  ex- 
pense of  their  honour,  it  is  not  likely  that  there  will  be 
found  many  of  them  who  will  choose  to  pay  such  a  price 
for  such  a  consideration  ;  nor  is  it  probable,  if  they  should, 
that  they  would  meet  with  your  approbation. 


MESSAf.K    To   THE   (iOVERNOUR   FROM  THE    COUNCIL. 

Council  Ch.u.iber,  Deeombcr  4,  1775. 
May  it  please  your  Eiccllency  : 

When  we  consider  the  uninterrupted  harmony  which  for 
many  years  hath  subsisted  between  the  Governour  and 
Council  of  this  Province;  when  we  reflect  upon  the  re- 
peated assurances  we  have  received  of  your  approbation 
of  and  confidence  in  our  unwearied  endeavoiu's  zealously 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  our  station  ;  ami  as  we  flatter 
ourselves  the  constant  tenor  of  our  conduct  towards  your 
Excellency  has  ever  manifested  the  most  respectful  regard 
to  your  person  and  station  ;  it  is  with  no  small  degree  of  pain 
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and  regret  we  find  ourselves  constrained  to  lay  before  your 
Excellency  some  observations  on  the  re|)ly  you  were  pleased 
to  make  to  the  Council's  address  in  answer  to  your  speech 
at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly  ;  more 
especially  at  this  unhappy  period,  when  even  the  appear- 
ance of  disunion  between  the  several  branches  of  the  Le- 
gislature ought  carefully  to  be  avoided.  Your  reply,  Sir, 
though  rather  darkly  penned,  conlains,  we  apprehend,  some 
reflections  and  innuendoes  which  our  consciences  tell  us  we 
do  not  deserve,  and  which  we  cannot,  therefore,  with  hon- 
our, or  due  regard  to  our  station,  pass  unnoticed. 

Your  Excellency  was  pleased,  in  your  speech,  to  ask  us 
whether  we  could  answer  for  your  personal  safety.  W'e 
replied,  in  our  address,  in  such  plain  and  open  language  as 
we  thought  could  not  have  been  misunderstood,  could  not 
have  admitted  any  doubt  or  cavil,  nor  the  most  distant  hint 
of  subterfuge,  that  you  and  the  other  ollicers  of  the  Crown 
are,  in  our  apprehension,  jierfectly  safe  in  this  l^'rovince. 
From  persons  who  have  too  much  at  stake  not  to  dread 
the  consequence  of  a  total  subversion  of  Government,  order, 
and  authority  ;  who,  while  they  lament  the  publick  disor- 
ders of  the  ])resent  times,  are  anxiously  studious  to  lessen 
their  effects  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  such  a  de- 
claration might,  we  think,  have  been  received  with  joy  and 
gladness  by  your  Excellency,  rather  than  with  insinuations 
of  your  doubts  and  apprehensions,  drawn  from  the  language 
of  Associations,  the  orders  and  resolutions  of  Congresses 
and  Committees,  or  from  the  effects  of  either  of  them,  in 
this  or  the  neighbouring  Colonies.  We  trusted  that  you 
would  have  congratulated  us  on  the  degree  of  serenity  still 
existing  in  this  Province,  rather  than  damp  our  liopes  by 
foreboding  what  may  happen  here  from  what  has  happened 
elsewhere,  or  by  throwing  an  unworthy  rejection  on  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Province,  in  supposing  that  such  offi- 
cers of  the  Crown  who  have  or  shall  conscientiously  dis- 
charge their  duty  need  be  under  any  doubts  of  the  protec- 
tion, support,  and  applause  of  the  people. 

It  is  not  necessary  or  proper  for  us  to  extend  our  views 
to  other  Colonies,  in  order  to  form  our  sentiments  or  opin- 
ions of  the  conduct  and  behaviour  of  officers  of  the  Crown. 
With  respect  to  Crown  officers  in  general  in  this  Province, 
we  cannot  but  think  it  an  ungenerous  insinuation  that  there 
are  any  who  have  departed  from  the  line  ol  their  duty.  Worn 
the  impulse  of  timidity  or  other  motives,  in  view  to  present 
safety.  Such  aspersions,  permit  us  to  say,  ought  not  to  be 
thrown  out,  but  on  the  sm-est  grounds  that  such  characters 
really  exist  amongst  us. 

If  the  return  for  the  affection  and  regard  which  your 
Excellency  acknowledges  you  have  experienced  from  all 
ranks  of  people  in  this  Province  is  to  be  general  calumny 
and  detraction,  it  is  not  likely  there  will  be  found  many 
who  will  choose  to  pay  '•  such  a  price  for  such  a  considera- 
li'in."' 

We  promised  ourselves  that  the  experience  you  have 
long  had  of  our  zeal  in  the  cause  of  publick  justice,  the 
honour  of  Government,  and  support  of  the  Constitution, 
minlit  have  induced  more  confidence  in  our  assertions  than 
the  language  of  your  reply  seems  to  convey.  However, 
Sir,  if  ever  we  again  have  the  honour  of  a  reply  from  you 
to  an  address,  we  trust,  that  whilst  the  Council  o[  JSlew- 
Jersry  preserve  a  conduct  which  calumny  dares  not  openly 
as|)erse,  though  they  should  ha|)pen  to  differ  in  opinion 
with  your  Excellency  as  to  the  real  circumstances  of  the 
Province,  they  will  escape  every  insinuation  of  subterfuge 
or  insincerity  ;  which,  however  applicable  to  secret  foes, 
must  be  heard  with  disdain  by  the  known  friends  and  real 
well-wishers  to  this  Country. 


MESSAfiE    FHOM   THE   (.OVEUNOIH  'I  O   TIIL    LOl  M   II,. 

IkcMlll.n    II.   177:.. 

Gentlemen  :  The  uninterrupted  harmony  which  has  sub- 
si-.ted  between  me  and  the  Council  has  been  one  of  the  most 
satisfactory  events  of  my  administration.  It  has  been  my 
constant  inclination  and  endeavour  to  preserve  it  by  every 
means  consistent  with  my  duty.  My  conduct  to  you,  as 
a  body  and  as  individuals,  has  ever  been  such  as  to  mani- 
fest a  disposition  to  oblige  you  as  lar  as  was  in  my  power. 
If  this  has  been  hitherto  the  case,  which  I  believe  none 
of  you  will  deny,  it  is  not  probable  that  I  should,  at  this 
unhappy  period,  wantonly,  and  without  cause,  do  any  thing 


that  might  endanger  that  harmony,  or  occasion  "  even  the 
appearance  of  disunion."  Why  you  should  therefore,  of 
a  sudden,  apprehend  that  1  meant,  in  my  reply  to  your 
address,  to  cast  any  reffeclions  on  your  conduct,  I  can- 
not conceive.  If  my  expressions  are,  as  you  say,  darkly 
penned,  that  circumstance  might  have  afforded  you  a  just 
pretence  for  asking  an  explanation,  but  surely  not  for  an  un- 
hesitating application  to  yourselves  of  any  matter  "  which 
your  consciences  tell  you  that  you  do  not  deserve." 

lour  address  was  perfectly  satisfactory  to  me,  except 
that  part  in  which  you  gave  your  o|iinion  respecting  the 
personal  safely  of  the  officers  of  this  Government.  I  should 
have  been  very  happy  if  I  could  have  joined  you  in  that 
opinion,  and  should  not  then  have  failed  congratulating 
you  on  so  joylul  an  occasion.  It  did  not  appear  to  me 
that  it  was  warranted  by  the  circumstances  leally  existing 
in  the  Province,  and  it  evidently  carried  with  it  an  ini|)li- 
cation  that  the  degree  of  apprehension  mentioned  in  my 
speech  was  ill  founded.  As  nothing  was  further  from  my 
intentions  than  the  exciting  of  false  alarms,  I  did  not  choose 
to  lie  even  under  the  suspicion.  On  that  account,  I  thought 
it  necessary  to  i)articularize  some  of  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced me  to  differ  in  sentiments  with  you  on  that  point. 
Whether  you  or  I  have  the  best  grounds  for  our  opinion, 
others  will  judge.  I  expressed  not  the  least  doubt  of  your 
thinking  the  opinion  you  have  just  and  right,  but  I  thought 
it  proper,  at  the  same  time,  to  assure  you  that  1  could  not 
agree  with  you  in  that  opinion,  "without  being  guilty  of  a 
subterfuge,  which  gentlemen  of  your  candour  must  disap- 
prove." Why  you  should,  from  these  words,  suppose  that 
I  meant  a  distant  hint  that  you  had  been  guilty  of  such 
a  subterfuge,  I  cannot  imagine;  especially  as  your  "con- 
sciences tell  you  that  you  do  not  deserve  it."  JVor  can  I 
conceive  that  you  ha\e  the  least  pretence  for  taxing  me 
with  "  throwing  an  unworthy  rellection  on  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Province."  Whatever  I  may  think  applicable 
to  some  individuals  on  the  present  occasion,  I  have  said 
nothing  which  can,  without  manifest  |iei version  of  my 
words,  be  applied  to  the  people  at  large.  iMy  real  opinion 
of  them,  and  my  confidence  in  their  affection  and  regard, 
are  too  fully  and  clearly  expressed  in  my  speech,  (and  my 
conduct  has  been  conformable  thereto,)  not  to  defeat  any 
purpose  that  may  be  intended  by  such  an  unworthy  sug- 
gestion. 

Though  I  think  as  favourable  of  the  Crown  officers  in 
general  in  this  Province  as  you  can  do,  yet  I  am  not  able 
to  comprehend  that  it  must  therefore  be  an  "  ungenerous 
insinuation"  to  inlimaie  that  someof  thein  may  have  been 
induced,  by  timidity  or  other  motives,  to  "depart  from 
the  line  of  their  duty."  That  some  have  actually  departed 
from  the  line  of  their  duty,  from  some  motives  or  other, 
is  a  matter  too  publickly  known  to  justify  any  atteiDpt  at 
concealment,  particularly  as  you  have  at  this  session  ad- 
vised me  to  suspend  one  of  the  most  considerable  of  them 
from  his  office,  on  that  account  only. 

1  entirely  agree  with  you,  that  "  aspersions  ouj;ht  not  to 
be  thrown  out  but  on  the  surest  grounds."  Why  then, 
have  you,  without  any  foundation  whatever,  thrown  out 
that  a  "general  calumn}'  and  detraction"  on  "all  ranks  of 
|)eople  in  this  I'loviiice"  is  to  be  found  in  my  reply?  Is 
it  because  I  there  tolii  you  that  "it  is  not  likely  that  there 
will  be  found  man\  of  tliem  who  will  choose  to  pay  such 
a  price  (as  their  honour)  Inr  such  a  consideration  "  as  their 
s:ii'etv?  Or  is  it  because  1  said  that  it  was  not  "  probable 
(if  they  should)  that  they  wouki  meet  with  your  approba- 
tion y  Or  is  It  merely  to  give  you  some  pretence  for  in- 
tioiliuiiiu  an  otherwise  inapplicable  cjiiotation  ? 

Far  be  it  from  me,  however  we  may  dilTer  in  sentiment.': 
on  paiticLilar  points,  to  pretend  any  doubt  of  your  zeal  in 
the  cause  "  of  publick  justice,  the  honour  of  Government, 
and  support  ol  the  C'onslitution."  I  have  never  given  the 
least  intimation  of  the  kind;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  have 
had  frequent  occasion,  and  never  omitted  any  o])portunity 
of  sigtiifyiiii,'  my  approbation  of  your  conduct.  Even  the 
reply  at  which  you  have  so  causelessly  t.iken  offence  con- 
tains "  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  assurances  you  gave  me 
of  your  readiness  to  exeit  yourselves  in  the  defence  of  the 
Constitution,"  &c.  But  if  you  expect  an  implicit  "confi- 
dence in  your  assertions,"  even  when  they  may  happen  to 
appear  to  me  evidently  not  well  founded,  you  expect  more 
than  is  possible  for  you  to  obtain.    I  ever  wish  you  to  g'v*? 
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me  your  sentiments  fully  and  freely  on  all  occasions.  They 
will  always  have  weight  with  me,  if  not  too  repugnant  to 
mv  judfuient.  But  if,  from  my  own  knowledge  of  things, 
I  entertain  a  diflerent  opinion,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  tell 
vou  so,  nor  to  give  you  my  reasons,  even  though  1  should 
be  previously  certain  that  my  expressions  would  be  again 
tortured  for  reflections  and  innuendoes  never  intended. 

Were  it  proper  for  me  to  mention  here  the  steps  1  took, 
ill  a  private  way,  to  prevent  all  cause  of  dissatisfaction  on 
account  of  the  exceptionable  part  of  your  address,  before 
It  was  presented  in  form,  no  one  could  be  at  the  least  loss 
to  determine  which  of  us  have  given  the  strongest  proofs 
of  a  sincere  disposition  to  avoid  "even  the  appearance  of 
disunion."  But  of  this  circumstance,  though  well  known 
to  some  of  your  members,  you,  as  a  body,  may,  perhaps, 
with  a  speci<nis  propriety,  declare  yourselves  "totally  igno- 
«"'■"  William  Fuankllv. 
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iOVKKNOlK  FIIAN 


TO  THE    EAKL   OK  DAlll.MUlTl 


Pcrtli.Aiuboy,  J:iim;iry  5,  1776. 

.Mv  Lonn:  1  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  your 
Lordshii)  on  the  3(1  of  last  month,  from  Burlingtun,  and 
to  enclose  copies  of  my  sjieech,  and  the  Council  and  As- 
sembly's addresses,  at  the  opening  of  tlie  session  of  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  together  with  sundry  other  papers.  The 
minutes  of  the  Assembly  not  being  yet  printed,  1  enclose 
the  written  copy  of  them,  which  1  received  daily  Irom  the 
clerk  during  the  session. 

Several  petitions  were  presented  to  the  Assembly,  pray- 
ing them  to  discourage  any  attempt  to  promote  an  judejien- 
cy'on  Great  Britain,  mA  that  they  would  grant  the  support 
for  His  Majesty's  Government,  in  this  Colony,  as  usual. 
Their  resolves,  respecting  the  first,  your  Lordsliip  will  see 
in  their  minutes  o(  November  28,  which  are  nearly  similar 
to  those  before  passed  in  the  Assembly  of  l-'i'nnsylna7iia,  on 
the  like  occasion.  It  seems,  indeed,  to  be  the  general 
opinion  of  those  with  whom  1  converse,  that  the  majority 
of  people,  in  both  Provinces,  are  greatly  averse  to  an  In- 
dependency, and,  if  they  could  once  be  convinced  that 
their  present  leaders  have  such  intentions,  would  imme- 
diately unite  to  oppose  them  in  every  such  attempt.  But 
llie  danger  seems  to  Ije  that  the  design  will  be  carried  on 
by  such  degrees,  and  under  such  pretences,  as  not  to  be 
perceived  by  the  peo|)le,  in  general,  till  too  late  for  resist- 
ance. That  some  have  such  designs,  is  too  evident  from 
the  publications  in  those  newspa[iers  which  ai'e  more  im- 
mediately under  the  intiuence  of  the  Congress  and  their 
adherents,  if  not  by  the  system  of  measures  which  have 
been  uniformly  pursued  by  them.  Some  of  those  papers 
I  enclose  for  your  Ijordship's  perusal. 

The  Assembly  granted  the  usual  support  of  Government, 
but  they  evaded  coiinilying  at  present  with  His  Majesty's 
re(juisition  to  them  on  that  subject,  communicated  in  my 
Message  of  tlie  2Ist  of  _Sovcmlicr.  The  reasons  they 
thought  proper  to  give,  for  their  non-compliance,  are  con- 
tained in  their  .Message  of  the  Gth  of  Dcnmhir,  which 
being  the  day  they  were  to  he  prorogued,  agreeably  to  their 
and  the  Council's  rerjuest,  1  did  not  think  it  expedient  to 
delay  the  session  longer,  merely  on  that  account,  or  I 
should  have  jiointed  out  the  absurdity  and  insuOiciency  of 
those  reasons.  However,  I  shall  not  fail  doing  it  at  the 
next  session,  when,  perhaps,  it  may  he  of  some  service, 
which  there  was  no  probability  of  its  being  at  the  last. 

By  the  miiuiics  oi'  December  5,  your  Ijordship  will  per- 
ceive that  the  Ajsondily  had  it  in  their  intentions  to  jjcti- 
tion  His  Majesty  ai;aiii  on  the  subject  of  tl'.e  present  un- 
happy disputes  ;  but  iili.i  the  draught  of  an  address  was 
prepared,  which  wouM  piobably  have  jiassed  the  Flouse, 
a  Cominitlee  of  ihc  liciieral  Congress  at  I'hUadelphia 
came  in  great  ha-le  lo  Biirliiiglon,  desired  admiltance  into 
the  Assembly,  which  being  granted,  they  harangued  the 
House  for  about  an  hour  on  the  subject,  and  persuaded 
them  to  drop  the  design.  That  your  Lordship  may  have 
some  idea  of  the  arguments  they  used  on  this  occasion,  1 
have  obtained  a  copy  of  the  notes  taken  by  a  gentleman 
present,  which  contain  the  substance  of  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Dickinson,  oi'  I'hiladclphia.  The  other  members  of  the 
Conimlaee  were  Mr.  J,n,;  of  A"cu- For/.-,  and  Mr.  Hy/ic, 
of  Virginia.      1  have  not  seen  tlie  ihau'dit  of  the  address, 


but  I  am  told  that  it  contained  some  plan  or  proposals  for 
an  acconnnodation,  and  that  it  was  this  part  which  alarmed 
tiie  Congress,  and  occasioned  them  to  take  so  extraordinary 
a  step  to  prevent  its  being  sent ;  they  being  of  opinion  that 
no  Colony  ought  to  presume  to  make  separate  proposals, 
or  to  take  sejiarate  measures,  on  the  present  occasion,  but 
to  leave  the  whole  to  their  management. 

A  day  or  two  before  the  end  of  the  session,  I  received 
a  very  unexpected  attack  from  the  Council.  The  pretence 
was,  an  expression  in  my  re|)ly  to  their  address ;  but  as  the 
expression  alluded  to  was  very  far  from  warranting  any  such 
interpretation,  I  cannot  but  imagine  it  was  intended  merely 
ad  pojmlum.  However,  if  that  was  their  aim,  they  have 
been  greatly  disappointed,  for  the  pm'port  and  language  of 
their  Alessage  is  much  disapproved  by  all  ranks  of  people. 
Even  one  of  the  members  of  Assembly,  who  is  far  from 
being  a  friend  of  mine,  speaking  of  it  in  the  House,  called 
it  "  an  unwarrantable,  ungenerous,  and  ungentlemanly  at- 
tack on  the  Governour."  The  trnih  is,  as  1  have  reason 
to  believe,  that  three  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil are  strongly  inclined  to  favour  the  measures  of  the  Con- 
gress, and  that  the  rest  who  were  present  have  a  leaning 
the  same  way,  except  two  or  three,  at  most,  and  even  these 
think  it  necessary  lo  their  safety  to  observe  a  kind  of  trim- 
ming conduct.  A  seeming  dilierence,  therefore,  with  the 
Guveinour,  who  publickly  and  privately  avowed  his  dis- 
a|iprobation  of  those  measures,  would  be  likely  to  answer 
their  purpose  at  such  a  time  as  the  present.  I\Iv  situation 
is,  indeed,  somewhat  particular,  and  not  a  liiile  difficult, 
having  no  more  than  one  or  two,  among  the  principal  ofli- 
cers  of  Government,  to  whom  1  can  now  speak  confiden- 
tially on  pnblick  affairs. 

INolwithstanding  the  declarations  of  the  Council  and  As- 
sendjly,  in  their  addresses,  with  regard  to  the  perfect  safety 
of  the  officers  of  the  Crown  in  this  Province,  yet,  in  less 
than  a  fortnight  after  the  session  was  over,  two  Judges  and 
one  Justice  of  the  Peace,  w  ho  live  in  three  diirerent  Coun- 
ties, have  been  seized  by  order  of  Committees,  and  one  of 
them  is  a  member  of  the  Assembly.  What  is  to  be  their 
fate  1  know  not ;  but  1  cannot  learn  that  they  are  even 
charged  with  having  taken  any  active  part  against  the 
measures  of  the  Congress,  though  they  have  refused  sign- 
ing Associations,  and  sitokc  against  some  of  their  pioceed- 

]  have  suspended  IVUIiam  Alexander,  Esq.,  (claiming 
to  be  and  commonly  called  Earl  of  Stirling,)  hoin  the 
Council,  until  His  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  known.  The 
reasons  will  appear  in  the  minutes  of  Privy  Council,  now 
copying,  and  which  w  ill  be  transmitted  by  the  next  packet. 
If  His  Majesty  shall  think  proper  to  remove  him,  I  shall 
then  recommend  such  person  as  I  may  think  most  suitable 
to  serve  the  Crown  in  that  capacity. 

Since  correspondence  by  letter  is  become  so  |)recariou?, 
and,  indeed,  dangerous,  1  obtain  very  little  more  intelli- 
gence of  jiublick  matters  than  what  is  to  be  found  in  the 
newspapers.  But  I  find  it  is  generally  believed  that  the 
Congress  have  well-groimded  assurances  of  assistance  hom 
France,  if  not  from  Sjniin,  and  that  they  are  determined 
to  apply  for  foreign  aid,  if  they  find  Government  likely  to 
employ  furoign  troojis  against  them.  It  is  certain  that  they 
meet  with  lilile  or  no  difficulty  in  getting  powder,  &c.,  Ironi 
the  French  Islands,  and  1  have  reason  to  think  it  is  with 
the  connivance  of  the  French  Governours  there,  it  is  also 
suggested  that  the  French  Ambassador,  in  Kns^land,  has 
immediate  and  fiill  intelligence  of  what  passes  in  the  I'rivv 
or  Cabinet  Council,  and  conveys  the  same  to  some  person 
in  London,  connected  with  America.  It  has  been  likewise 
inlimaled  that  a  French  fleet  is  expected  in  the  River  St. 
Laurence,  as  early  as  the  season  will  admit ;  and  we  have 
certain  intelligence  of  a  considerable  body  oi'  French  Troops 
being  arrived  in  the  H'cst-lndies. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  paper  said  to  be  wrote  in  AVc- 
Kngland,  and  sent  to  all  the  sea-coast  Towns  in  ■Sortli- 
America,  to  persuade  the  people  to  suffer  their  Towns  lo 
be  destroyed,  railipr  than  supply  the  King's  shijis  witli 
provisions. 

In  Siis.icx  County,  in  this  Province,  there  are,  1  am  told. 
a  considerable  body  of  people  who  arc  called  Tories,  and. 
it  is  said,  they  have  been  lately  furnishing  themselves  witli 
arms  and  nnimunition,  and  that  the  Committee  of  Safety 
ai-.'  to  meet  next  Tiu sdinj.  at  Princeton,  to  consult  on  mea- 
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sures  for  disarming  them,  &:c.  Tiie  Provincial  Congress 
here  have  given  leave  to  some  ])ersons  to  export  country 
produce,  on  condition  of  importing  the  value  in  powder 
and  other  military  stores.  A  copy  of  one  of  their  resolves 
for  that  purpose  is  enclosed.  I  have  no  doubt  but  a  great 
quantity  will  be  smuggled  into  some  of  the  harbours  on  the 
New-Jersey  shore,  from  Sandy-Hook  to  Cape-May,  par- 
ticularly into  Barnegat,  Little  and  Great  Hgg  Harbour, 
unless  prevented  by  the  King's  ships. 

Two  of  the  New-Jersey  Delegates  to  the  Continental 
Congress  (Messrs.  Kinsey  and  Dc  Hart)  have  resigned 
their  seats,  on  pretence  of  inconveniency ;  but  it  is  gene- 
rally attributed  to  apprehension  of  danger.  I  enclose  a 
copy  of  the  letter's  resignation,  thai  your  Lordship  may 
iiave  an  opportunity  of  seeing  what  extravagant  ideas  of 
the  measures  of  Government  these  men  endeavour  to  in- 
stil into  the  minds  of  the  people. 

For  further  infonnation,  respecting  the  publick  transac- 
tions in  this  and  the  other  Colonies,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
refer  your  Lordship  to  the  enclosed  newspapers,  and  to 
tlie  printed  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress, 
sent  herewith. 

The  Assembly  did  not  think  proper  to  make  any  further 
attack  on  me,  on  account  of  the  extract  of  my  letter  to 
your  Lordship,  printed  in  the  rnrliamenlory  Begister ;  for 
wliich  they  have  given  some  reasons  (probably  not  the  true 
ones)  in  their  minutes  of  iVoytwier  30.  ]}ut  I  am  told 
that  they  have  obtained  a  copy  of  the  whole  of  that  letter, 
though  only  a  part  was  laid  before  Parliament.  By  what 
means  this  has  been  done,  I  cannot  learn  ;  but  1  find  it  is 
suspected  that  it  has  been  obtained  by  some  management 
of  Mr.  De  Berth,  and  that  this  has  been  one  reason  for  the 
Assembly's  appointing  him  their  agent.  I  think  it  proper 
to  give  your  Lordsliip  this  hint,  as  it  is  represented  by  his 
friends  here  that  he  has  some  share  of  your  Lordship's 
confidence  and  regard,  though,  perhaps,  without  any  just 
foundation.  At  any  rate,  as  I  have  no  doubt  but  some 
measures  will  be,  if  they  are  not  already  taken,  to  influ- 
ence clerks  in  oftice,  I  hope  this  letter  will  be  communi- 
cated only  to  His  Majesty's  most  confidential  servants. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
regard,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  ^^,^,    Franklin. 

Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  k.c.,  SiC. 


rPap-rs  onclosod  iii  the   piecsdina:  Lettrr   from  tiovernour  Frank/, n  to 
the  Kiu\  of  Dartnwuth.] 

PETITION   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPItESENTATI  VES. 

The  Petition  of  clivers  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Bir- 
LiNC.TON  respectfully  shcweth  : 

That  your  Petitioners  are  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense 
of  the  calamitous  state  of  publick  affairs,  in  the  unhappy 
contest  which  at  present  subsists  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  Colonies.  That  they  sincerely  lament  that  either 
Country  should  dwell  so  much  on  their  own  dignity  or 
importance  as  to  delay,  for  one  moment,  to  make  such  rea- 
sonable propositions  as  should  lead  to  a  happy  reconcilia- 
tion of  the  present  differences.  That  your  Petitioners  are 
greatly  alarmed  at  the  sentiments  of  inde|)endency  which 
are  openly  avowed  by  too  many  people  at  this  time;  your 
Petitioners  conceiving  that, should  such  an  event  take  place, 
the  consequence  would  be  the  destruction  of  the  interests 
of  the  whole  British  Empire,  and  a  perpetual  bar  to  every 
door  of  ]ieace  and  reconciliation  between  the  Parent  State 
and  the  Colonies.  That  your  Petitioners  conceive  that  the 
expenses  of  the  opposition,  against  the  oppressive  measures 
of  the  British  Ministry  and  Parliament,  will  fall  most  heavy 
on  the  landed  interest,  being  the  only  permanent  estate  ; 
and  that  your  Petitioners,  as  a  part  of  that  interest,  have 
an  undoubted  right  to  be  heard,  and  their  reasonable  re- 
fjuests  considered,  with  that  attention  which  their  situation 
particularly  merits.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  your  petition- 
ers, an  effectual  opposition  may  be  made  against  the  mea- 
sures now  pursuing  by  the  Ministry  and  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  without  changing  the  constitutional  form  of 
Government,  in  the  British  Empire  established  ;  and  that 
your  Petitioners  have  not  the  least  desire  that  the  union  of 
the  Colonies,  in  that  opposition,  should  be  broken,  which 
they  think  the  establishment  of  an  independency  would 
effect.     That  as  the  King  has  objected  to  the  receiving  of 
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the  Petition  of  the  Congress,  (as  we  suppose,)  because  it 
did  not  come  through  the  accustomed  and  constitutional 
channel,  with  due  submission  to  the  honourable  House,  it 
is  the  sense  of  your  Petitioners  that  that  mode  ought  to  be 
tried,  and  the  reasons  why  we  cannot  accede  to  the  propo- 
sition of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  20th  day  oi'  Feb- 
ruary last,  should  modestly  be  set  forth;  at  the  same  time 
declaring  our  desire  of  a  perpetual  union,  and  our  willing- 
ness lo  contribute  our  just  proportion  to  the  support  of  the 
whole  Empire,  according  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability,  w  hen- 
ever  constitutionally  required  so  to  do. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  pray  that  your  honourable 
House  will  lake  into  consideration  the  subject-matter  of  this 
Petition,  and  make  such  resolves  as  may  discourage  an  in- 
dependency, should  such  a  measure  be  attempted,  and  also 
make  such  provision  for  the  support  of  the  civil  Govern- 
ment of  this  Colony  as  heretofore  ;  your  Petitioners  hereby 
making  their  solemn  protest  against  the  change  of  the  form 
of  Government,  as  by  law  established,  and  declaring  that 
it  is  not,  nor  never  was  their  intention  to  vest  any  Congress 
or  body  of  men  whatsoever  with  that  power. 

John  Monrow,  Aaron  Barton, 

Ch.  Pn.  Hughes,  Samuel  Clark, 

TiioMEs  Shinn,  Jacob  Parker, 

Aaron  Smith,  John  Powell, 

William  Budh,  Thomas  Lee, 

Mahlon  Gaskill,  Aaron  Atkinson, 

Aquila  Shinn,  Jabez  Woolston, 

Thomas  Paxson,  Joseph  Burr,  Jun., 

Joseph  Mullen,  John  Comfort, 

Joseph  Weaver,  William  West, 

William  Norton,  Thomas  Hunloke, 

Joseph  Butterworth,  Hosea  Eyre, 
Josiah  White,  Henry  Burr, 

Francis  Vinecomb,         Samuel  Swain, 
George  West,  Daniel  Shields, 

Aaron  Wills,  Thomas  Budd,  Jun. 


notes  of  w  hat  mr.  Dickinson  said  before  the  house 
OF  assembly. 

(Tlie  words  xcored  are  liis  own  words.) 

He  began  with  informing  the  House  that  the  Congress, 
alarmed  at  the  reports  of  the  House  going  to  petition  the 
King,  had  taken  the  matter  into  their  serious  considera- 
tion;  the  result  was,  that  he  and  his  colleagues  were  de- 
puted by  Congress  to  wait  on  the  House.  He  then  began 
with  the  first  Congress;  their  first  meeting  to  appease  the 
disorders  occasioned  by  oppressive  acts  of  Parliament ; 
their  humble  Petition  and  Declaration  of  Bights,  wliich 
was  approved  by  all  America,  particularly  by  this  House, 
which  adopted,  in  great  part,  the  very  words ;  but  the  Con- 
gress petition  was  rejected,  and  Britain  prepared  for  icar. 
She  had  been  taught  to  believe  we  were  a  rope  of  sand, 
and  would  not  fight.  To  divide  us,  the  resolution  of  the 
20th  of  February  was  sent  out,  which  Congress  rejected, 
Pennsylvania  rejected,  and  this  House,  to  their  honour,  in 
a  most  manly  manner,  in  their  excellent  address  to  their 
Governour.  In  the  spring.  General  Gage  sent  a  detach- 
ment to  Lexington,  which,  without  cause,  put  to  death 
some  Americans ;  bi.it,  in  the  end,  they  were  forced  to  re- 
treat shamefully. 

When  the  new  Congress  met,  a  general  ferment  was  raised 
through  the  Colonies,  and  an  universal  union.  Had  the  Con- 
gress then  drawn  the  sword,  and  thrown  away  the  scabbard, 
all  lovers  of  liberty,  all  honest  and  virtuous  men,  would  have 
applauded  them:  but  they  again  humbly  petitioned,  sent  it 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pcnn,  which  he  would  not  have  the  House 
believe  was  rejected,  because  no  answer  was  given.  Said 
no  answer  was  ever  given  to  petitions  unless  received  on 
the  throne;  said  that  the  conduct  of  Pailianient  and  Ad- 
ministration would  be  the  only  answer ;  suggested  that  it 
was  received,  antl  some  proposals  or  an  act  of  Parliament 
would  be  the  consequence.  He  then  went  on  :  But  it 
teas  necessary  to  convince  Britain  that  we  would  fight, 
and  were  not  a  rope  of  sand.  Therefore,  an  Army  ivas 
formed,  &{C.  Expedition  against  Canada,  fyc.  Success  at- 
tended us  every  where.  The  savages,  who  were  to  be  let 
loose  to  murder  our  women  and  children,  were  our  friends ; 
the  Canadians  fought  in  our  cause:  and  Canada,  from 
whence  armies  were  to  ovirrun  us.  is  conquered  in  us  few 
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months  as  it  look  Britain  years.  He  have  nothing  to  Jear 
hut  from  Europe,  three  thousand  miles  distant ;  hut  a  t'oun- 
trij  so  united  cannot  he  conquered. 

The  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  upon  ns.  Until  this  contro- 
versy, the  strength  and  importance  of  this  Country  were 
not  known.  The  nations  of  Europe  look  with  jealous 
eyis  on  the  struggle,  liritain  has  natural  enemies  — 
France  and  Spain'.  Should  we  be  unsuccessful  in  thenext 
campaign,  France  will  nut  sit  still  and  suffer  Britain  to 
conquer.  He  then  l)i-<iL;ye(l  of  our  success  and  courage. 
Said  iiothiiij;  would  briiij;  Britain  lo  terms  but  unity  and 
bravery.  That  all  Britain  wanted  was  to  procure  separate 
petitions,  which  ive  should  avoid.  It  would  breaii  our 
union.  We  ivoidd  become  a  rope  of  sand,  he  repeated, 
as  if  to  frighten  ;  that  neither  mercy  nor  justice  was  to  be 
expected  from  Britain.  He  again  conipliinented  the  House 
on  \.\\e'\r  former  petition  and  noble  ansiver  to  the  Governour, 
in  their  address  on  the  resolution  of  the  '2i)\.\\  o(  February, 
and  entreated  us  not  to  petition,  but  rest  on  ouv  former  pe- 
tition and  that  of  United  America.  He  spoke  more  than 
lialf  an  hour. 

.Mr.  Jay  said  we  had  nothing  to  expect  from  the  mercy 
or  justice  of  Britain.  That  petitions  were  noiv  not  the 
means;  vigour  and  unanimity  the  only  means.  That  the 
petition  of  United  America,  presented  by  Congress,  ought 
to  be  relied  on,  others  unnecessary,  and  hoped  the  House 
would  not  think  otherwise.  He  spoke  about  twelve  minutes. 

Mr.  IVythe  spoke  about  eight  minutes,  to  the  same  [)ur- 

ili-.asons  why  the  americans  should  not  furnish  the 
king's  ships  with  provisions,  wrote  by  some  person 
in  new-england,  and  sent  to  all  the  sea-pokt 
towns,  october,  1775. 

1.  The  inconsistency  of  titling  out  privateers,  at  a  great 
ex|)ense,  to  intercept  shijis  laden  with  provisions  for  the 
enemy,  and  at  the  same  time  recommending  it  to  each  par- 
ticular sea-port  Town  to  furnish,  at  least  not  to  jjrevent 
them  from  furnishing  the  men  of  war  with  all  provisions 
and  necessaries,  is  so  manifest  that  it  would  be  idle  to  dwell 
upon  it. 

Z.  If  it  be  said  that  it  is  prudent,  by  this  act  of  com- 
pliance, to  save  the  Towns  from  cannonade,  it  may  be 
answered,  the  men  of  war  will  certainly  make  further  de- 
mands, and,  on  the  same  principles,  their  demands  must  be 
complied  with. 

3.  Is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose,  when  the  n)inisierial 
instruments  reap  such  fruits  from  their  menaces,  that  they 
will  point  out  to  their  masters  the  weak  part  of  America, 
and,  consequently,  that  they  will  he  encouraged  to  jjersist 
in  their  plan  ': 

4.  Is  it  not  probable,  or  almost  certain,  if  one  Town  bids 
them  defiance,  that  the  rest  would  be  ashamed  not  to  fol- 
low the  example  ?  and,  vice  versa,  if  the  sanction  of  the 
Congress  is  given  to  any  degree  of  compliance  and  sub- 
mission to  their  terms,  is  it  not  probable  that  some  one 
Town  will  avail  itself  of  the  sanction,  and  extend  their 
complacency  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  threats? 
That  another  and  another  will  plead  precedent,  and  thus, 
ultimately,  the  enemy  will  he  enabled,  by  our  own  assist- 
ance, to  continue  the  war  to  our  destruction  ? 

5.  Is  it  not  certain  ihat  if  once  the  spirit  prevails,  of 
denying  every  kind  o[  rtlieslinient  to  the  ships  of  war,  they 
cannot  possibly  keep  their  st.iiiuii ;  that  diseases  and  deser- 
tions of  the  crews  would,  in  a  short  lime,  unman  the  fleet, 
and,  con5C(iuently ,  the  distn.'sses  of  America  be  brought  to 
a  speedy  issue?  but,  if  it  becomes  an  established  rule  to  fur- 
nisli  the  shijis  with  necessaries,  may  not  the  war  and  dis- 
ire--scs  of  America  bo  prolonged  ad  infinitum  ! 

().  U  it,  in  fact,  a  clear  case  that  ships  of  war  can,  with 
so  gri'at  lariliiy,  destroy  sea-port  Towns?  If,  indeed,  they 
have  force  snllicient  to  land,*  they  may  effect  this  destruc- 
tion ;  but  those  who  suppose  it  can  be  done  by  dint  of  can- 
nonade must  be  very  little  acquainted  with  the  ed'ects  of 
cannon,  ('annon  make  a  formida])le  noise  to  cars  unused 
to  the  sound  ;  but  Towns  will  receive  inconsiderable  damage 
from  the  utmost  fury  of  any  ships  of  war  which  can  come 
into  our  harbours, 

IjuI,  in  our  present  circumstances,  (taking  it  for  granted 

•  Tlicv  .  lV,.ot..d  tin;  buniiiiK  uf  F.dmoull,,  a  wooJcn  Town,  i.irtlv  l>y 
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that  ships  and  cannon  can  woik  all  this  mischief,)  is  it  not 
necessary  to  inculcate  the  principle  of  making  partial  sac- 
rifices for  the  general  good?  for,  if  this  principle  is  not 
established,  could  a  poor  defenceless  Town  be  censured 
for  submission  to  any  terms  which  their  lords  may  choose 
to  dictate  ? 

Would  any  circumstances  so  ellectually  reduce  the  Mi- 
nistry to  despair,  as  sliovving  an  indifference  about  the  ex- 
istence or  destruction  of  our  Tow  ns  ? 


EXTRACT   KKOM    THE     MINUTES     OF    THE    PROVINCIAL    CON- 
t.HESS   OF   NEW-JERSEY. 

Application  having  been  made  to  this  Congress,  by  Mr. 
Richard  H'estcott,  of  Gloucester  County,  for  leave  to  freight 
a  Vessel  to  some  foreign  port,  with  the  produce  of  this 
Colony,  to  purchase  Gunpowder  and  other  military  stores 
for  the  use  of  this  Province,  offering  to  give  sufficient  se- 
curity that  the  nett  proceeds  of  such  produce  shall  be  laid 
out  in  the  purchase  of  such  I'owder  and  military  stores; 
the  whole  thereof  to  be  landed  in  this  Colony,  (the  dan- 
ger of  the  seas  and  enemies  only  excepted,)  and  that  this 
Congress  or  the  Connnittee  of  Safety  are  to  have  the  elec- 
tion lo  purcliase  the  same  :  And  this  Congress  having  taken 
the  said  proposal  into  consideration,  and  the  same  appear- 
ing not  to  be  repugnant  to,  but  strictly  consistent  with  the 
spirit  and  design  of  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress for  encouraging  the  importation  of  those  necessary 
articles;  and  proposals  of  this  nature,  under  certain  restric- 
tions as  to  the  number  of  Vessels  to  be  employed  on  this 
occasion,  appearing  to  this  Congress  to  be  of  publick  utility 
at  this  critical  time:   It  is,  therefore,  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  U'estcott's  proposals  be  accepted, 
|)rovided  that  sufficient  security  be  given  to  the  Committee 
of  the  County  of  Gloucester,  that  the  same  be  punctually 
and  duly  complied  with,  (subject,  nevertheless,  lo  the  above 
exceptions,)  and  that  no  other  Goods  or  Merchandise,  of 
any  sort,  be   imported  in  such  Vessel. 

Mr.  Richard  Sumers  having  made  the  same  proposals, 
subject  to  the  same  conditions  as  above,  it  is  therefore 
ordeied,  unanimously,  that  Mr.  Somers's  proposals  be  also 
accepted.  

Mil.    DE    hart's   RESIGNATION. 

Elizabollitown,  November  13,  1775. 
Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  JN'ew- 

Jersev  ; 

Your  resuUiiion,  of  the  2 lib  o(  January  ])ast,  having 
appointed  me,  with  others,  to  attend  the  Continental  Con- 
gress of  the  Colonies,  then  intended  to  be  held  at  Fhi- 
ladelphia,  in  May  following,  with  instructions  to  propose 
and  agree  to  every  constitutional  measure  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  unhappy  differences  then  subsisting  be- 
tween our  Mother  Country  and  the  Colonies:  In  obedi- 
ence to  the  said  resolution,  with  the  other  gentlemen,  I 
attended  the  said  Congress,  hut  have  not  been  able,  by  any 
reasonable  and  constitutional  measure,  to  obtain  that  ac- 
commodation so  ardently  wished  for  by  the  House;  on  the 
contrary.  His  Majesty  seemelh  to  have  turned  a  deaf  ear  to 
all  the  supplications  of  his  loyal  Colonists,  and  his  -Ministers 
and  I'arliament  have  denounced  vengeance  against  all  those 
in  America  who  rel'use  absolute  submission  to  acts  of  Par- 
liament, in  all  cases  whatsoever,  and  have  caused  the  blood 
of  numbers  of  His  Majesty's  most  loyal  American  subjects 
to  be  spilled,  which,  with  other  arbitrary  and  barbarous  ac- 
tions, hath  compelled  the  Colonies  to  arm  in  their  own  de- 
fence, and  hath  brought  them  to  the  verge  of  a  civil  war 
wiih  the  Parent  State;  so  that  all  prospect  of  procuring  an 
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ona!  measures,  seemeth  to  be 


The  [leculiar  circumstances  of  my  lamily  hath  prevented 
ine  from  attending  the  Congress  for  some  lime  |)ast ;  and 
the  same  still  continuing,  renders  it  uncertain  when  I  shall 
be  able  to  attend.  This  and  other  reasons,  needless  lo  be 
mentioned,  induces  me  earnestly  to  desire  and  request  that 
the  honourable  House  will  now  be  pleased  to  appoint 
another  to  attend  the  Continental  Congress  in  my  stead. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obliged  and  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  j         r\     n 

'  John  De  Hart. 
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CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

Philadelplua,  Tuesday,  .Septeinbor  5,  1775. 

Agreeable  to  adjournment,  a  number  of  tlie  Members  met; 
but  there  not  being  suflicient  to  enter  upon  business,  tlie 
Congress  was  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  fltdncsclay, 
the  13tli. 


Wudaosduy,  September  13,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Province  of  Georgia,  having  appointed  Delegates 
to  represent  iliem  in  Congress,  and  three  of  the  said  Dele- 
gates attending,  their  Credentials  were  produced,  read,  and 
ap|)roved,  as  follows : 

"  GF.oiwaA. 

"The  alarming  and  critical  situation  of  affairs  upon  the 
Continent  o(  America  having,  at  length,  roused  the  atten- 
tion of  this  Province,  and  the  several  inhabitants  thereof 
being  desirous  of  uniting  with  their  Sister  Colonies  in 
the  great  and  important  cause,  a  general  election  was  held 
throughout  the  Province,  for  Delegates  to  sit  in  Provin- 
cial Congress;  and  the  said  Delegates  having  so  met  in 
Savannah,  on  the  fourth  day  oi'  Jul i/,  proceeded  upon  the 
consideration  of  such  business  as  appeared  to  be  fit  and 
necessary;  and,  among  other  things,  they  made  choice  of 
five  Delegates  to  represent  this  Province  in  the  Grand  Con- 
tinental Congress,  now  sitting  in  Fhiladelphia,  viz  :  Archi- 
bald Bullock,  Esq.,  Jolm  Houston,  Esq.,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Zubly,  Noble  fVimberly  Jones,  Esq.,  and  Li/man  Hall,  Esq. 
Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  and  we,  the  several  Delegates 
for  the  different  Parishes  and  Districts  in  this  Pjovinee,  in 
Provincial  Congress  assembled,  do  hereby  declare  the  said 
Archibald  Bullock  and  John  Houston,  Esijrs.,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Zubly,  jSoble  H'imberly  Jones  nnd  Lyman  Wf///,  Esqrs.,  duly 
and  I'airly  elected  as  the  Delegates  for  this  Province;  and 
we  do  authorize  and  require  the  said  Archibald  Bullock  and 
John  Houston,  Esqrs.,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Noble  fVimbci-- 
ly  Jones  and  Lyman  Hall,  Esqrs.,  or  any  thiee  of  them, 
immediately  to  repair  to  the  said  City  of  Bhiladcl2>hia,  and 
there  to  take  their  seats,  as  the  Representatives  oi'  the  Pro- 
vince of  Georgia,  in  the  General  Congress  now  silting,  to  do, 
transact,  join,  and  concur  with  the  several  Delegates  from 
the  other  Colonies  and  Provinces  upon  this  Continent, 
in  all  such  matters  and  things  as  shall  appear  eligible  and  fit, 
at  this  alarming  time,  for  the  preservation  and  defence  of 
our  rights  and  liberties,  and  for  the  restoration  of  harmony, 
upon  constitutional  principles,  between  Great  Britain  and 
America. 

"  And  we  give  and  grant  to  the  said  Archibald  Bullock 
and  John  Houston,  Esqrs.,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Noble 
JVimberly  Jones  and  Lyman  Hall,  Esqrs.,  or  any  three  of 
them,  in  whose  fidelity,  honour,  and  ability,  ue  very  much 
confide,  our  full  and  whole  power  in  the  premises  ;  and  do 
])romise  and  engage,  in  behalf  of  ourselves  and  our  consti- 
tuents, respectively,  (the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  of 
Georgia,)  under  the  sacred  ties  of  virtue,  honour,  and  love 
of  our  Country,  to  abide  by,  enforce,  and  carry  into  execu- 
tion, or  endeavour,  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  life  and 
property,  so  to  do,  all  and  whatsoever  our  said  Delegates,  or 
any  three  of  them,  in  concurrence  with  the  rest  of  the 
Delegates  from  the  several  Colonies  and  Provinces  upon 
this  Continent,  shall  resolve  and  agree  upon,  or  as  shall 
be  agreed  and  resolved  upon  by  the  said  Continental  Con- 
gress, now  sitting  in  Fhiludelphia  aforesaid,  while  our  said 
Delegates,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  be  so  silting. 

•'Signed  in  Provincial  Congress,  this  15th  day  u(  July, 
1775,  by  fifty-three  Members." 

The  Delegates  from  Virginia,  appointed  by  a  Conven- 
tion of  that  Colony,  at  Richmond,  August  11,  ll'io,  pro- 
duced their  Credentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  as 
follows: 

"  ViRCiiNiA,  IN  Convention,  August  11,  1775. 

"The  Convention  being  about  to  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  Deputies  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress, 
Edmund  Pendleton,  Esq.,  expressed  his  most  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  honour  done  him  in  two  former 
appointnTents  to  that  important  trust,  but,  on  account  of 
the  declining  state  of  his  health,  entreated  to  be  excused 
from  the  present  nomination  ;  which  excuse  being  accept- 
ed, 

'' Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Con- 


vention are  justly  due  to  George  Washington,  Patrick 
Henry,  and  Edmund  Pendleton,  Es(]rs.,  three  of  the  worthy 
Deputies  who  represented  this  Colony  in  the  late  Conti- 
nental Congress,  ibr  their  faithful  discharge  of  that  impor- 
tant trust ;  and  this  body  are  only  induced  to  dispense  with 
their  future  services  of  the  like  nature,  by  the  appointment 
of  the  two  former  to  other  ofiices  in  the  publick  service 
incompatible  with  their  attendance  on  this,  and  the  infirm 
state  of  health  of  the  latter. 

"  The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment 
of  Deputies  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress, 
for  one  year,  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets, 
with  the  names  of  the  Deputies  to  be  appointed,  and  put 
the  same  into  the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Robert  Carter  Nicholas, 
Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Pendleton,  and  Mr.  Adams,  were  appointed 
to  examine  the  ballot-box,  and  report  upon  whom  the  ma- 
jority fell,  who  retired,  and  after  some  lime,  returned  into 
Convention,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  according  to 
order,  examined  the  ballot-box,  and  that  the  numbers  ap- 
peared as  follows  : 

"For  tUe  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Esq.,      -     -     89 
"  For  the  Hon.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Esq.,       -     88 
"  For  the  Hon.  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esq.,      -     -     85 
"For  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.,  -     -     83 
"  For  the  Hon.  Thomas  Nelson,  Esq.,    -     -     -     66 
"Fox-  i\\Q  Hon.  Richctrd  Bland,  Esq.,    -     -     -     61 
"  For  the  Hon.  George  fVythe,  Esq.,     -      -     -     58 
"Resolved,  That  the  said  Peyton  Randolph,  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Jeff'erson,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Tho- 
mas Nelson,  Richard  Bland,  and  George  H'ythc,  Esqis., 
be  appointed  Deputies  to  represent  this  Colony  in  Gene- 
ral Congress  for  one  year,  anil  that  they  have  power  to  meet 
and  to  adjomn  for  such  time  and  to  such  place  or  places 
as  may  be  thought  most  proper. 

"Resolved,  That  the  said  Deputies,  or  any  four  of  them, 
be  a  suflicient  number  to  represent  this  Colony. 

"Saturday,  August  12,  1775. 

"Richard  Bland,  Esq.,  returned  this  Convention  his 
most  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  great  honour  they 
had  pleased  a  third  time  to  confer  on  him,  by  appointing 
him  one  of  the  Deputies  to  represent  this  Colony  in  Gene- 
ral Congress,  and  said  that  this  fresh  instance  of  their 
approbation  was  suflicient  for  an  old  man,  almost  deprived 
of  sight,  whose  greatest  ambition  had  ever  been  to  receive 
the  plaudit  of  his  Country,  whenever  he  should  retire  froni 
the  |5ublick  stage  of  life:  That  the  honourable  testimony 
he  laiely  received  of  this  approbation,  joined  with  his  pre- 
sent appointment,  should  ever  animate  him,  as  far  as  he  was 
able,  to  support  the  glorious  cause  in  which  America  is  now 
engaged,  but  that  his  advanced  age  rendered  him  incapable 
of  taking  an  active  part  in  those  weighty  and  important 
concerns  which  must  necessarily  be  agitated  in  the  great 
Council  of  the  United  Colonics;  and  therefore  begging  leave 
to  decline  the  honour  they  had  been  pleased  to  confer  on 
irHn,and  desiring  that  some  person,  more  fit  and  able,  might 
supply^  his  place. 

"  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Con- 
vention are  justly  due  to  the  said  Richard  Bland,  Esq., 
one  of  the  worthy  Deputies  who  represented  this  Colony 
in  the  late  Continental  Congress,  fur  his  faithful  discharge 
of  that  impoitant  trust,  and  this  body  are  only  induced  to 
dispense  with  his  future  services  of  the  like  nature,  on  ac- 
count of  his  advanced  age. 

'•Tuesday,  August  10,  1775. 
"The  Convention  proceeiled  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Deputy  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress,  in 
the  room  of  Richard  Bla:ul,  Esq.,  who  hath  resigned  ;  and 
the  members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  die  name  of  the 
Deputy  to  be  appointed,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
exatnine  the  ballot-box,  and  report  on  whom  tlie  majority 
fell ;  who  retired,  and  after  some  time,  reported  that  the 
numbers  stood  as  follows; 

"  Francis  Light/out  Lee,  Esq., 37 

"  Carter  Braxton,  Esq., 36 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Esq., 
be  appointed  a  Deputy  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General 
Congress. 

"John  T.^zewkll,   Clerk  of  the  Convention.'' 

Also,  the  Delegates  from  Maryland,  having  been  re- 
appointed by  the  (.'onvention  of  their  Colony  at  Annapolis-. 
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26(h  July,  17-5,  produced  their  Credenliab,  which  were 
read  and  approved ;  .       ,  ,       ,  i 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Delegates  appointed  by  the  several 
Counties  of  the  Province  of  Maryland,  at  the  City  ot  An- 
napolis, on  Wednesday,  the  -iGth  o(  July,  1775,  and  con- 
tinued till  the  14tii  day  oi  August,  in  the  same  year: 

'^  Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  Mnilhew  Iilghman, 
Esq.,  and  Thomas  Johnson,  Jun.,  Robert  ilokhborough, 
William  Raca,  Samuel  Chase,  Thomas  Stone,  and  John 
Hall,  Esqrs.,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  Deputies 
to  represent  this  Province  in  Continental  Congress  ;  and 
that  they,  or  any  three  or  more  of  tiiem,  have  full  and 
ample  power  to  consent  and  agree  to  ail  measures  which 
such  Congress  shall  deem  necessary  and  effectual  to  obtain 
a  redress" of /i/ner/co;i  grievances;  and,  further,  we  do 
authorize  our  said  Deputies  to  represent  and  act  for  this 
Province  in  any  Continental  Congress  which  may  be  held 
before  the  25th  day  of  31nrch  next. 

"  G.  Dlvall,  Clerk." 
The  Congress  being  informed  that  only  172,520  Dollars 
were  transmitted   to  the  Paymaster-General  for  the  use  ol 
the  Army  in  ihe  Massachusetts-  Bay,  and  that  the  General 
was  under  great  difficulty  for  want  of  Money: 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  for  Rcnnsylvania  do  im- 
mediately send,  under  a  proper  guard,  to  the  Paymaster- 
General,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  in  the  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  the  sum  of  527,4S0  Dollars,  which,  with  that  sent, 
will  make  up  the  sum  of  700,000  Dollars  voted  at  the  last 
session. 

Sundry  Letters,  received  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 
were  produced  and  read,  viz: 

Two  from  General  Washington,  Nos.  4  and  5,  with  sun- 
dry enclosed  papers  ;  four  from  General  Schuyler,  IGth  and 
21jt  o(July,  and  2d  and  31st  of  August,  with  sundry  pa- 
])ers  enclosed. 

One  from  Messrs.  L.  Morris  and  ./.  ff'ilson,  of  6th  Scp- 
tember. 

One  from  G.  Bedford,  Deputy  ^Mustermaster-General, 
with  enclosed  papers. 

Also,  a  Letter  from  llie  Deputies  of  the  several  Districts 
in  Bermuda,  dated  12th  of  August,  with  an  account  of  the 
Provisions  imported  and  expended  in  that  Island,  for  tliree 
years  last  past,  taken  from  the  Custom- House  books,  and 
an  estimate  of  the  Provisions  necessary  for  the  support  of 
ihe  Inhabitants  for  one  year. 

A  Memorial  from  James  Sttu-art  and  Samuel  Jackson, 
owners  of  the  Ship  Friendship,  Thomas  Jann,  master,  was 
])resented  to  Congress  and  read,  setting  forth  that  the  said 
Ship,  on  the  28th  of  August  last,  sailed  from  Maryland, 
with  a  cargo  of  Tobacco,  but  being  overtaken  by  the  late 
storm,  she  was  driven  on  shoals  and  much  damaged,  and 
got  into  Hampton  Road,  with  the  loss  of  all  her  masts  ; 
and  praying  that  the  Memorialists  may  be  allowed  to  un- 
load said  Ship,  atid  that,  after  being  refitted,  she  may  take 
the  cargo  on  board,  and  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  above  .Me- 
morial, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  cargo  bo  unloailed  under  the 
inspection  of  the  (Committee  o(  JSorJ'olk,  and  that  the  said 
Ship,  being  refitted,  be  allowed  to  take  said  cargo  on  board 
again,  and  proceed  on  lier  voyage  ;  and  in  case,  on  exami- 
nation, the  said  Ship  is  condonmed  as  unfit  for  sea,  that 
the  said  cargo  he  jiut  on  board  some  other  Vessel,  under 
the  inspection  of  the  Comniittoe  aforesaid,  and  exported. 
Information  being  given  to  Congress,  that  Dr.  R.  Frank- 
lin had  on  board  lUe  Mary  .%■  Elizabeth,  Captain  A'.  Fal- 
coner, from  L'ltidon,  sundry  cases,  containing  his  Books, 
Paj)?rs,  and  Ilou-^ehold  Furniture,  which  were  in  his  use 
when  he  lived  in  London,  and  which  were  imijortcd  for  his 
own  use,  and  not  for  sale  ;  and  it  being  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Congress,  whether  such  importation  is 
comprehended  within  the  first  article  of  .\-socialion, 

Resolocd,  That  such  importation  is  not  lo  be  compre- 
hended within  tlie  meaning  of  the  said  first  article  of  the 
Association,  and  that  the  said  Books,  Papers,  and  Furni- 
ture, may  be  landed  and  delivered  to  the  owner. 

A  Memorial  frot)i  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Wcsi- 
mordaiid,  in  the  Province  o[  Pennsylvania,  was  presented 
and  read. 

Adjni  rned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow 
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Thursday,  September  14,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  number  of  Letters  received  by  several  members  during 
the  recess  of  Congress,  being  produced,  were  read,  viz: 

One,  a  Letter  from  Joseph  Hawley,  excusing  his  not 
acting  as  a  Commissioner  (or  Indian  affairs,  on  account  of 
his  bad  state  of  health. 

Second,  a  Letter  from  Elisha  Phelps,  appointed  a  Com- 
missary for  the  Northern  Army  by  Governour  Trumbull,  in 
pursuance  of  an  order  of  Congress,  together  with  a  cojiy 
of  his  commission  and  appointment. 

Third,  a  Letter  from  J.  Reed,  Secretary  to  General 
Washington,  among  other  things,  intimating  the  desire  of 
the  General,  that  the  Clothing  lately  interce|)ted  by  the 
Committee  of  Philadelphia  should  be  forwarded  to  the 
Camp,  for  the  use  oi  \.\\e  American  Army. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  tiie  above  Clothing 
be  immediately  forwarded,  under  a  proper  guard,  by  the 
Delegates  (or  Pennsylvania,  to  General  llashington,  for 
the  use  of  the  American  Army. 

Fourth,  a  Letter  from  the  ('ommittee  of  Safety  in  yiw- 
York,  with  an  enclosed  copy  of  a  Letter  iVom  General 
H'ashington. 

These  being  taken  into  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  i'oi'  Pennsylvania  prepare 
and  lay  before  the  Congress  to-morrow,  an  account  of  the 
Powder  belonging  to  the  Continent,  received,  and  how  it 
is  disposed  of;  also,  an  account  of  all  the  Powder  now  in 
this  City. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Edward  Flemming  be  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Adjutant-General  for  the  Army  in  the 
A'f u>  Tor/i  or  Norlhein  Department,  with  the  rank  of  a 
Colonel,  and  that  the  President  make  out  a  Commission  for 
him  accordingly,  and  forwaid  the  same  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  forward  to  General  Schuy- 
ler four  hundred  Idank  Commissions  for  the  OlKcers  in  his 
Army,  lo  be  by  him  filled  up,  agreeable  to  the  order  of 
Congress. 

Fdth,  sundry  Letters  from  General  Schuyler.  Tlie  same 
being  taken  into  considt- ration. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  Samuel  Stringer, 
Esq.,  be  appointed  Director  of  the  Hospital,  and  Chief 
Physician  and  Surgeon  for  the  Army  in  the  Northern  De- 
|iartment. 

That  llie  Pay  of  the  said  Samuel  Stringer,  as  Director, 
Physician,  and  Surgeon,  be  four  Dollars  per  day. 

That  he  be  authorized  and  have  power  to  appoint  a 
number  of  Surgeon's  Mates  under  him,  not  exceeding  four. 

That  the  Pay  of  said  Mates  be  two-thirds  of  a  Dollar 
per  day. 

That  the  nundier  be  not  kept  in  consiant  |iay,  unless 
the  sick  and  woundeil  be  so  numerous  as  to  require  the 
constant  attendance  of  four,  and  to  be  diminished  as  cir- 
cumstances will  admit;  for  which  reason  the  pay  is  fixed  by 
the  day,  that  they  may  only  receive  pay  for  actual  service. 

That  the  Deputy  Commissary-General  be  directed  lo 
pay  Dr.  Stringer  for  the  Medicines  he  has  purchased  for 
the  use  of  the  Army,  and  that  he  purchase,  and  forward 
such  other  Medicines  as  General  Philip  Schui/ler  shall  by 
his  warrant  direct,  for  the  use  of  siiitl  Army. 

That  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Leicis,  he  a  Connnillee  to  (kni^e  wa\s  and  means 
for  supplying  the  Army  with  Medicines. 

The  Delegates  for  Pennsylvanin  appointed,  at  the  last 
session,  a  Counnitlee  to  settle  and  pay  the  expenses  in- 
curred for  raising  and  arming  the  RiHe  Companies,  as  well 
as  those  incmied  in  conseipience  of  a  Resolve  of  Congress 
for  raising  a  ('ompany  of  Hussars,  and  lor  Expresses,  See 
having  informed  the  Congress  tliat,  on  account  of  sundry 
difiiculties,  they  had  not  executed  ihnt  service,  and  desired 
that  some  members  fiom  other  Colonies,  u  heie  debts  have 
been  contracted,  may  be  added: 

Resulcd,  'ri,,,i  M,-.  Chase,  .Mr.  Ac/so?;,  Mr.  Crane. 
^Ir.  Jay,  aini  Mr.  Dcane,  be  added  to  the  Delegates  for 
Pcnnsylmiiia.  and  that  any  five  of  them  be  a  quorum  to 
settle  and  pay  the  above  accounts,  and  that  they  report 
their  proceedings  to  the  Congress. 

The  Delegates  from  the  Colony  of  Georgia  informed 
the  Congress  that  they  were  ordered  by  their  constituents 
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(o  lay  before  the  Congress  sundry  Papers  from  that  Colo- 
ny ;  and  the  same  being  produced,  were  read. 

The  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Northern 
Department  having  transmitted  to  Congress  the  Minutes 
of  a  Treaty  held  with  the  .SYi  Nations,  at  A/bani/,  in  Au- 
gust, the  same  were  read. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consiileration  of  the 
Letter  from  Messrs.  /.  Morn's  and  J.  Il'i/son,  of  the  Gth 
instant: 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  enterprise  pro[)osed 
in  their  Letter  be  not  undertaken. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  Colonel  Leivis  Morris,  who  is  now  at 
Pittsburgh,  act  as  a  Commissioner  for  Indian  AO'airs  in  the 
Middle  Deparlment,  at  the  Treaty  pro|)osed  to  be  held 
there  on  the  20th  instant,  Dr.  B.  Franklin,  the  standing 
Commissioner,  not  being  able  to  attend. 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Sept. ■ml)  T  15,  177.5. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  Dr.  T/wmas  Walker 
be  appointed  a  Commissioner  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the 
Middle  Department,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Patrick  Henry, 
who  has  declined  that  service. 

The   Delegates  from  Georgia   informed   tl 
that  when  the  Convention  of  that  Colony 


Congress, 
Convention  of  that  Colony  agreed  to  enter 
into  the  General  Association,  they  resolved,  among  other 
things,  "  that  if  any  Vessel  arrived  from  Great  Britain, 
between  the  6ih  day  of  July  and  the  6th  of  August,  the 
Goods  imported  in  them  should  be  stored,  and  there  re- 
main until  the  Congress  determined  what  should  be  done 
with  them."  That  during  that  time  two  Vessels  had  ar- 
rived with  Goods,  which  were  accordingly  stored  ;  they 
therefore  desired  the  determination  of  the  Congress  on 
that  matter. 

The  Congress  taking  this  matter  into  consideration. 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention 
of  Georgia  to  cause  the  Cargoes  which  have  arrived  there 
from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  between  the  6th  day  of 
July  and  the  6th  day  of  August,  at  the  election  of  the 
Proprietors,  either  to  be  sent  back  or  sold  at  pubiick  auc- 
tion ;  that  out  of  the  moneys  arising  from  such  sales,  the 
Proprietors  oi'  Shippers  be  paid  the  prime  cost  of  said 
Cargoes,  and  all  charges  attending  the  same,  and  that  the 
overplus  be  retained  by  the  said  Convention,  and  by  them 
applied  toward  putting  tlieii  Province  into  a  posture  of 
defence. 

Adjouineil  till  nine  o'clock,  to-mon'ow. 

S.iliird.iy,  SL'ptemlicr  Ifi,  177.">. 

The  Delegates  from  Xew-ILimiisliirc  appeared,  and  pro- 
duced their  Credentials,  uhicli  were  read  and  approved, 
as  follows  : 

"Colony  of  Nevv-IIampshire. 
"In  Congress,  at  Exetkr,  August  2.3,  1775. 
"Tooted,  That  Colonel /osur/i  Bartlett  be  appointed,  in 
the  room  and  stead  of  ./o/i«  Sullivan,  Esq.,  now  engaged 
in  the  Army,  in  conjunction  with  Captain  John  Langilon, 
to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Colonies,  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  either  of  them,  in  the 
absence  of  the  other,  have  full  power  to  represent  this  Co- 
lony at  said  Congress. 

".Matthew  Thornton,  Vresidcnt. 
he  Journal  : 

E.  Thomson,  Serrelnry." 


A  true  copy  frc 
"  Attest: 


Mr.  McKcan  laid  before  tl 
o6ice,  in  one  hundred  thnusai 
gas;  also,  of  the  joint  Treas 


Congress  the  obligation  for 
Dollars,  of  Mf/,«t/  llillc- 
LM-  for  the  United  Colonies 
of  North-America',  July  31,  1775;  also,  the  obligation  of 
George  Clymer,  the  otiier  joint  Treasurer,  dated  July  29, 
delivered  to  the  President. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Letters 
from  General  Washington,  Nos.  4,  5,  and  6;  and  the  same 
being  read  and  considered  by  paragraphs,  and  after  some 
debase,  the  further  consideration  of  them  was  deferred  till 
Monday  next. 


Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  fi'ednesday  next, 
take  into  consideration  tlie  state  of  the  Trade  of  America. 
Adjourned  till  Monday  next,  nine  o'clock. 

iVIunday,  Si-ptembcr  18,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  contract  and  agree  for  the  importation  and  de- 
livery of  any  quantities  of  Gunpowder,  not  exceeding,  in 
the  whole,  five  hundred  tons ;  that  in  case  such  a  quantity 
of  Gunpowder  cannot  be  obtained,  then  to  contract  for  the 
importation  of  as  much  Saltpetre,  with  a  proportionable 
quantity  of  Sulphur,  as,  with  the  Powder  they  may  pro- 
cure, will  make  up  the  quantity  of  five  hundred  tons;  that 
the  said  Committee  be  empowered  to  procure  forty  Brass 
Field-Pieces,  six-pounders  ;  that  the  said  Committee  be 
empowered  to  contract  for  the  importation  and  delivery  of 
any  number,  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand,  good,  plain 
double-bridled  Musket-Locks;  that  the  said  Committee 
be  empowered  to  contract  for  the  importation  often  thou- 
sand stand  of  good  Anns ;  that  the  said  Committee  be 
enabled  to  draw  orders  on  the  Continental  Treasurers  for 
sufficient  sums  of  money  to  defray  ihe  expense  of  such 
contracts;  that  the  said  Committee  consist  of  nine,  five  of 
whom  to  be  a  quorum  ;  that  the  business  be  conducted 
with  as  much  secrecy  as  the  nature  of  the  service  will  pos- 
sibly admit. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  to-morrow  proceed 
to  the  election  of  the  said  Committee. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  Accounts  of  the 
Riflemen  reported  that  they  had  received  and  examined 
the  Accounts  of  Mr.  IVest  and  .Mr.  Donaldson,  amounting 
both  to  5,303  62-90  Dollars,  money  by  them  advanced 
for  the  purchase  of  Rifles  and  Shirts,  &,c.,  for  several  Com- 
panies, which  is  regularly  charged  to  tlie  men,  and  for 
Blankets  and  Ammunition  sup|ilied  them  on  account  of 
the  Coiitinenl. 

Agreed,  That  the  Committee  pay  the  al)ove  Accounts. 

An  express  arriving  with  Letters  from  General  Schuy- 
ler, dated  Lle-aux-Noix,  September  8th,  which  were  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will  to-morrow  resume  the 
consideration  of  the  Ijetters  from  General  IVasliington  : 
also,  the  Letters  from  Genei-al  Schuyler. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Letters  re- 
ceived yesterday  by  express  from  General  Schuyler. 

Upon  motion  made,  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  pub- 
lish an  authentick  account  of  the  intelligence  received. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Chase. 
Mr. ./.  Ruilcdgc,  and  Mr.  Jay,  be  a  Committee  to  draught 
a  lyciter  to  General  Schuyler. 

Agreeable  to  the  Orrler  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  nine,  to  compose  a  Conmiittee  lor 
the  purpose  expressed  in  the  Resolve  of  yesterday.  The 
votes  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly 
electefl,  viz:  Mr.  IVilling,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  P.  Living- 
ston, Mr.  .ilsop,  Mr.  Deane.  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Langdou , 
Mr.  McKean,  and  Mr.  H'ard. 

A  motion  bring  made  in  behalf  of  one  Col.  John  Fen- 
ton,  who  had  hreii  taken  into  custody  by  the  Convention 
of  JScu'-lIunpshirc,  for  being  concerned  in  measures  dan- 
gerous to  the  rights  of  America,  and  who,  by  order  of  the 
General,  now  remains,  on  his  parole,  a  prisoner  at  Hart- 
ford, that  he  may  be  permitted  to  go  to  Great  Britain  cr 
Ireland, 

Resolved,  That  General  Washin<;ion  be  instiucted  to 
discharge  (he  said  Colonel  John  Fenton  from  custody,  on 
his  giving  his  parole  of  honour  to  proceed  to  Neiv-York. 
and  from  thence  to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  and  not  to 
take  up  arms  against  the  good  people  of  this  Continent. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock. 


^let  according  to  adjournment. 
On  motion.  Resolved,  That  lb 
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Provincial  Congress  o(  Neiv- York,  or  the  C'ommitiee  of  Onkrecl  Tl,at  tl,e  Pres.dent  svr.te  to  General  Has/- 
Safetv  d  reclin°  them  inHi.e.liateiy  to  send  forward  the  zngton,  and  request  Inm  to  order  Colonel  T/wmpson  mi- 
whole 'of  tiie  Troops  ordered  to  be  raise.!,  that  they  may  mediately  to  send  to  tlie  Congress  an  account  of  the  ex- 
dlatelv  euuipped,  and  loin  General  Schuyler  as  pendituie  of  five  thousand  Dollars  paid  him  by  order  of 
be  the  Congress,  on  the  29ili  July,  being  in  advance  for  the 


.-hole  ol  tlie   Iroop 
be  iminei 

soon  as  possi r,.       ,    ,i        i 

That  the  President  write  to  Governour  irutnoult,  ana 
acquaint  him  that  the  Congress  have  directeii  the  Troops 
under  the  command  of  General  IVoostcr,  and  three  Com- 
panies under  the  command  of  Colonel  fi'Mj,  immediately 
to  march  to  Albany,  to  be  ready  for  the  orders  of  General 
Schuyler,  and  to  request  him  to  order  such  other  of  the 
Connecticut  Troops  as  are  now  unemployed  in  that  Colo- 
ny to  march  to  Albany,  there  to  wait  the  orders  of  Gene- 
ral Schuyler,  in  case  he  should  stand  in  need  of  further 
re-enfoicements,  to  request  Governour  Trumbull  to  issue 
such  orders  and  give  such  directions  to  his  oflicers  as  may 

rank  or  com- 


Gen- 
was  read  and 


ind  the  ballots 
and  Col.  Fryc 


effectually  prevent  all   disputes  in   p 
maiid. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  I^i 
eral  Schuyler  brought  in   the  same,  wliici 
apjiroved. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  signed  by  the   President  and   for- 
warded. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  General  Schuyler's  Letter  be 
forwarded  to  General  tVashingioii. 

The   Congress   resumed   the   consideration   of  General 
fVushington's  Letter,  No.  4. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Gridley  have  a  Commission  as  a 
Colonel  of  the  Artillery. 

That  the  appointment  of  a  Brigadier-General   be  de- 
ferred till  to-moriow. 

That  the  Congress  will  to-morrow  take  into  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Trade  o(  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  nine  oVlock. 


Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  of  Accounts  produced  sundiy  Accounts 
viz  : 

All  Account  from  Timothy  Mallack,  empliiycd  as  Clerk 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  Dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  llie  eletiion  of  a  Brigadier 
General ;  and   the  voles  beiiiL;  biou 
examined,  it  was  found  that  (.'o\.  An, 
had  e(jual  voles. 

On  motion,  B(.solved,  That  the  aj 
dier-General  be  deferred. 

Resolved,  That  General  IVashington  be  ordered  lo  issue 
Commissions  to  Majors  Box,  Scainmcll,  and  Brewer,  as 
Brigade- Majors. 

Resolved,   That   General   Schuyler    be   enipo 
nominate  and  ajipoint  a  proper  p<'rsoii  to  the  oliiee  uf  Bri- 
gade-Major, in  the  .Army  under  his  comuuuid,  and  to  issue 
a  Commission  accoidingly. 

That  the  Pay  of  the  Judge  Advocate  for  tiie  Army  in 
the  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  himself  and  Clerk,  be  llfly 
Dollars  per  month,  from  the  time  of  his  appointment. 

That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  Memorial  of  the  Commissary-General,  and 
reiiort  their  opinion  on  the  best  means  of  supplying  the 
Army  witii  Provisions. 

The  votes  being  taken,  the  following  persons  were  elect- 
ed, viz:  Mr.  IVilllng,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  1'.  Livingston,  Mr. 
Cashing,  and  Mr.  Jl'urd. 

An  Account  of  Jiant  s  Milli^an.  ainoun;iiig  to  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  (llleen  Pounds,  filteen  Shillings, 
and  three  Pence  farthing,  Pennsylvania  Currency,  for  sun- 
dry Sail  Cloth,  Russia  Sheeting,  Osnaburghs,  &ic.,  bought 
for  the  Continental  Army: 

Ordered,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  and  that  if,  upon  examination,  it  be  found  right, 
they  immediately  pay  it. 

The  Committee  of  Accounts  produced  an  Account  from 
the  Committee  o(  Berks  County,  amounting  to  two  thou- 
sand and  seventy  Pounds,  nine  Shillings,  advanced  and 
paid  for  the  Rifle  Companies  and  Colonel  Thompson. 

Ordered,  That  this  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee, 
who  are  to  examine  and  pay  the  Account. 


service  of  a  Battalion  of  Riflemen  under  his  command. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  take  into 
consideration  the  stale  of  the  Trade  o[  North- America. 

Ad'iourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  September  2d,  1775. 

The  Commitlee  of  Accounts  reported  an  Account  of 
Andrew  McA'earc,  Doorkeeper,  for  his  service,  amounting 
lo  57.8  Dollars,  as  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  pay  the  same. 

Sundry  Letters  were  laid  before  the  Congress  and  read, 
viz : 

Two  from  John  Ilaring,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Salety  in  New- York,  dated  19th  September,  1775,  with 
sundry  pajiers  enclosed. 

One  liom  Messrs.  L.  Morris  and  J.  Wilson,  dated 
Pittsburgh,  September  14,  1775,  with  sundry  enclosed 
papers. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  for  Pennsylvania  having  in- 
formed the  Congress  that  they  have  taken  into  custody 
INlajor  Rogers,  an  officer  in  the  King's  service. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  Committee  find  nothing 
against  Major  Rogers,  except  that  of  his  being  a  hall-pay 
olficer,  he  be  discharged,  on  giving  his  parole  not  to  take 
up  arms  against  the  inhabitants  of  America,  in  the  present 
controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  America. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
poinleil,  to  take  into  consideration  the  slate  of  the  Trade  of 
America,  and  rejiort  their  opinion. 

That  the  Cominiltee  consist  of  seven. 

The  ballots  being  brought  in  and  examined,  the  follow- 
ing members  were  elected  to  compose  the  foregoing  Com- 
mhtee  :  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J.  Rutledgc,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  JVilliug. 

The  Committee  of  Accounts  produced  an  Account  of 
JVilliam  Shad,  amounting  to  forty-eight  Dollars,  foi  his 
services  as  Messenger,  last  session. 

Ordered,  That  the  Cominiltee  pay  the  same. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock. 


ment  of  a  Br 


iMet  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
jjointed  to  purchase  a  quantity  of  Woollen  Goods,  for  the 
wered  to  "J^*^  o'  ^''^  Army,  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand  Pounds 
sterling. 

That  the  said  Woollens  be  placed  in  tiie  hands  of  the 
Quartermasters-General  of  the  Continental  Armies,  and  be 
by  them  sold  out  to  the  private  soldiers  of  said  Armies,  at 
prime  cost  and  charges,  including  a  commission  of  five  per 
cent,  to  the  said  Quartermasters-General,  for  their  trouble. 

That  the  Committee  consist  of  five. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following  mem- 
bers were  chosen,  viz:  "Sir.  Lewis,  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  ft'illing, 
Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Langdon. 

The  Committee  of  Accounts  produced  two  Recei))ts  for 
]\Ioney  received  o{  James  Whitehead. 

One  from  Richard  Brown,  a  Captain  of  one  of  the  Rifle 
Companies  from  Maryland,  for  fifty  Pounds,  Pennsylvania 
curiency,  (103  1-5  Dollars.) 

The  other  from  Michael  Cresap,  a  Captain  of  the  other 
Rifle  Company  fiom  Maryland,  lor  one  hundred  Pounds, 
Pennsylvania  currency,  (26G  2-3  Dollars,)  received  for 
the  use  of  their  respective  Companies,  marching  to  Boston 
in  the  Coniinental  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid  to  James 
Whitehead,  and  charged  to  the  respective  Companies. 

Oil  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Commitlee  appointed  to 
devise  ways  and  means  of  supplying  the  Army  with  Medi- 
cines do  buy  a  jiarcel  of  Drugs  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ra- 
poljc,  which  he  oilers  at  the  prime  cost. 

Adjourneii  to  nine  o'clock,  on  Monday  next. 
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MoiiJiy,  September  25,  1775. 

The  Congress  resumed  llie  consideration  of  General 
IVoshington's  Letters,  Nos.  4  and  5,  and  after  some  debate, 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  tliree  be  ap- 
pointed to  piei)are  an  answer. 

Tlie  ballots  being  taken  and  exainincd,  the  fullowing 
members  were  chosen,  viz:  iMr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lcc,  and  Mr. 
J.  Adams. 

The  Committee  of  Accounts  having  represented  to  the 
Congress,  that  in  consequence  of  ihe  order  of  Congress, 
dated  the  1st  oi  August  last,  they  have  drawn  out  of  the 
Treasury  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  Dollars  ;  and  that,  over 
and  above,  they  have  drawn  on  the  Treasurers  for  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-six 
and  one-fourth  Dollars,  to  discharge  sundry  Accounts  which 
the  Congress  ordered  them  to  |uiy;  they  theiefore  move 
that  the  Congress  will  issue  an  order  for  the  same,  to  indem- 
nify the  Treasurer. 

The  Congress  taking  this  matter  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  Conmiittee's  draft  for  the  above 
sum  be  deemed  valid,  and  allowed  good  in  the  Treasurer's 
Accounts. 

As  Accounts  are  brought  in,  difterent  from  those  com- 
mitted to  the  foregoing  Committee  to  rn]uidale,  and  as  it  is 
proper  that  the  Accounts  of  the  (^)niin(_'nt  be  put  into  a 
proper  train  of  liquidation  and  setilenient,  in  order  for  jmy- 
inent. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Accounts  be  now  raised, 
to  consist  of  one  Member  from  each  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, to  whom  all  Accounts  against  the  Continent  are  to  be 
referred,  who  are  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  same,  in 
order  for  payment;  seven  of  them  to  be  a  quorum. 

That  the  Committee  consist  of  the  following  members, 
viz:  -Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  Gushing,  Mr.  IVurd,  Mr.  Deane, 
J\lr.  Leicis,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  IViUing,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr. 
Johns.m,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Gadsden,  and  Dr.  Zubly. 

That  the  former  Committee  deliver  to  the  Committee 
now  appointed,  all  the  Books,  Accounts,  and  Papers  in 
their  hands. 

The  Delegates  from  Fennsylvania  |)ro(luced  an  account 
of  the  Powder  imported,  and  how  it  has  been  disposed  ol. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Letter 
from  Messrs.  Morris  and  Wilson,  of  11th  September,  with 
the  enclosed  papers,  and  after  some  debate,  the  same  was 
referred  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Septeinljer  30,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  was  called  for,  but  as  the  Dele- 
gates for  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  were  not  |)resenl,  the 
consideration  of  the  Letters  and  Papers  from  Messrs.  L. 
Morris  and  JVilson  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Tlie  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to  Gene- 
ral IVashington's  Letters  reported  the  same,  uhich  was 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  signed  by  the  President, 
and  forwarded  immediately. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Journal  of  the 
Congress,  during  the  last  sessions,  reported  a  copy,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  read. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-moirow. 

We.lnesiljy,  S.pteml^.r  27,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  Accounf^  applied  to  the  Con^aess  for 
advice  iiow  to  charge  sundry  AccouiUs;  and  the  same  being 
taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  expense  of  Kettles,  Canteens,  and 
Spoons,  supplied  to  the  Soldiers,  be  charged  to  the  Conti- 
nent. 

Application  being  made,  in  behalf  of  Connecticut,  for  a 
sum  of  Money  on  account  of  sundry  advances  for  the  use 
of  the  Continent, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand Dollars  be  paid  to  Connecticut,  for  Supplies  issued 
by  that  Colony  for  the  service  of  the  Vnited  Colonies,  to 
be  accounted  ibr  by  them. 


The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that,  in  their  opi- 
nion, the  f(j|lowing  Accounts  ivere  reasonable,  and  ought  to 
be  paid  : 

A  balance  due  to  Robert  Erivin,  AVagonmaster,  amount- 
ing to  887  1-15  Dollars. 

An  Account  of  George  Frank,  for  riding  express, 
amouming  to  thirty-eight  Dollars. 

An  Accomit  of  the  Connnitiee  of  Northampton  County, 
for  Money  advanced  for  the  Rilie  Companies,  amounting 
to  3,182  39-90  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  three  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

Tlie  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  ajjpointed  to  examine  the  Journals  of 
the  last  session  ;  and  tlie  same  being  read  over, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  published  by  the  Secretary, 
and  that  he  su|jerintend  and  correct  the  press. 

A  Memorial  of  Samuel  and  Robert  Purviance  was  pre- 
sented and  read,  setting  forth,  that  they  had  chartered  a 
Vessel,  to  carry  a  load  of  Wheat  ;  that  the  said  Vessel,  in 
goinc;  from  Philadelphia  to  Chestertown,  Maryland,  was 
lost  in  the  late  storm,  by  which  they  were  prevented  from 
exporting,  before  the  10th  o(  September,  the  cargo  which 
they  had  actually  purchased;  and  therefore  praying  for 
liberty  to  export  tlie  said  cargo  to  a  foreign  port. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Certain  Resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  and 
Liberties  o(  Philadelphia,  respecting  an  application  made 
to  them  by  a  Captain,  for  leave  to  take  a  cargo  of  Flout' 
to  Gloucester,  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  were  laid  bclbre  the 
Congress  and  read. 

Ordered,  To  he  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  on  Friday. 

Friday,  .S  [jteiiiber 'j;!,  1775, 

Met  accortling  to  adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  General  IVashington,  dated  the  "2151  ol 
September,  with  sundry  enclosures,  being  received  by  ex- 
press, was  laid  before  Congress  and  read. 

Intimation  being  given  to  Congress  that  a  (juantity  ol 
Powder  was  arrived, 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed 
to  procure  Powder  do  make  inquiry  whether  any  Powder 
is  arrived,  and  if  so,  to  purchase  it  for  the  use  ol  the  Con- 
tinent. 

Tiie  Committee  of  Accounts  produced  sundry  Accounts, 
which  they  reported  as  just,  viz: 

John  Powell,  for  riding  express,  a  balance  due  to  him. 
amounting  to  45  1-3  Dollars. 

Matthias  Slough,  for  Money  advanced  to  the  Ritle  Ccin- 
panies,  amounting  to  710  04-90  Dollars. 

James  Alexander,  for  riding  express,  a  balance  due  to 
him,  amounting  to  17-2  26-90  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

U|)on  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  when  an)-  Accounts 
are  laid  before  the  Congress,  and  ordered  to  be  j^aid,  the 
Orders  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers,  and  signed  hy  the  Pre- 
sident. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  (Committee  of  three 
members  of  this  Congress  be  appointed,  to  repair  imme- 
diately to  the  Camp  at  Cambridge,  to  confer  with  General 
JVashinrrton,  and  with  the  Governour  of  Connecticut,  Lieu- 
tennnt-Goveinour  of  Rhode-Island,  the  Council  oi  Massa- 
chusetts, and  the  Piesldent  of  the  Convention  of  Neu-- 
Hampshire,  and  such  other  persons  as  to  tlie  said  Commit- 
tee shall  seem  proper,  touching  tlie  most  effectual  method 
of  continuing,  bupporting,  and  regulating  a  Continental 
Army. 

Piesohed,  That  the  ajipointment  of  said  Conimiitee  he 
deferred  till  to-morrow. 


,-uiii...;,v,  -l.MiiiD.T  .lu,   1,,.,. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Committee, 
and  a  Committee  being  appointed  to  examine  the  ballots, 
reported  that  Mr.  Lynch  and  Dr.  Franklin  were  duly 
elected  by  a  majority  of  ballots,  and  that  two  other  mem- 
bers had  an  equal  number. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  Report  o' 
the  Committee, 


1887 


CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS,  OCTOBER  3, 


1888 


On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  Congress  proceed 
to  the  choice  of  a  third  person  by  ballot,  and  that  this  rule 
be  observed  in  all  similar  cases. 

Accordingly,  the  ballots  being  taken  and  exanimed,  the 
Committee  of  Examination  reported,  that  .Mr.  Harrison  is 
duly  elected. 

Resolveil,  That  Mr.  Lynch,  Dr.  Franllin,  and  Mr. 
Harrison,  be  the  Committee  for  the  purpose  expressed  in 
the  Resolution  of  yesterday. 

Upon  motion  made,  Rcsolnil,  Tiiat  a  Committee  of  five 
be  appointed,  to  draw  up  Instructions  for  the  above  Com- 
mittee. 

The  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  persons  were 
elected:  .Mr.  J.  Rullcdge,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr./?. 
Livingston,  and  Mr.  .S'.  Adams. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  President  write  to 
General  IVashiugton,  to  inform  him  of  the  Resolution  of 
Congress,  appointing  a  Committee  to  wait  on  him,  in  order 
to  consult  with  him  touching  the  most  effectual  method  of 
continuing,  supporting,  and  regulating  a  Continental  Army. 
That  a  like  Letter  be  written  to  the  Governour  of  C'o/i- 
necticut,  and  to  rerjuest  him,  in  case  he  cannot  himself  at- 
tend, that  he  will  appoint  a  proper  person  to  represent  that 
Colony,  to  confer  with  the  Committee  of  Congress  on  the 
subjects  intrusted  to  them. 

That  a  like  Letter  be  written  to  the  Council  ol'  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, and  to  the  Lieutenant-Goveniour  of  Rhode- 
Island,  and  to  the  President  of  the  Convention  of  Atu'- 
Hampshire. 

It  being  represented  to  the  Congress,  that  from  the  \ne- 
sent  situation  of  affairs,  and  of  the  correspondence  now 
carried  on  through  North-America,  it  is  apprehended  that 
if  the  rate  of  postage  is  lowered,  agreeably  to  the  Resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  the  proceeds  of  the  office  will  not  sup- 
port the  necessary  riders ;  and  as  the  people  in  general  are 
well  satisfied  with,  at  least  no  complaints  have  been  made 
with  regard  to  the  rates  lately  paid  for  the  postage  of  Let- 
ters, 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Resolution  of  Congress 
respecting  the  lowering  the  rates  of  Postage  be  suspended 
until  further  orders  from  this  Congress. 
The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  (hat 
A  Certificate  presented  by  li'illiam  Hall,  signed  by  Cap- 
tain Daniel  Morgan,  for  necessaries  fiirnished  by  George 
Kiger  to  his  Company,  ought  to  be  allowed  ;  that  another 
Certificate,  presented  also  by  said  //'.  //((//,  and  signed  by 
Captain  D.  Morgan,  for  necessaries  to  his  Company  by 
Mesheck  Sexton,  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  paid  :  both 
the  above  sums,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  71  ii-.'}  Dollars, 
and  that  the  said  sum  ought  to  be  charged  to  said  Captain 
Morgan  s  Com|)any. 

An  Account  of  necessaries  furnished  by  John  Jordan,  of 
Lancaster,  for  Captain  Ross  and  Captain  Smith's  Compa- 
nies of  Riflemen,  amounting  to  the  sum  I'-i'i  2-10  Dollars, 
is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  he  paid,  and  cliarged  to  the 
Continent. 

The  Congress  taking  into  considLMaiion  the  above  Re- 
port, 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid. 
The  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  Li- 
berties o(  Fhiladeliihia  referred  to  Monday  next. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Trade  of  .Iwc- 
rica  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  Mondaii  next. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Maiidni/,  lu  meet  at  the 
Lodge. 

,M...Ml,y,  (•>■!. ,1„T 'J,  177.-,. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  considcialion  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Trad(?,  and  the  same  being  read, 

l^pon  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to- 
morrow, resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  \V|iole,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  above  Rejiort. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  Instruciions  for 
the  Committee  ordered  to  wait  on  the  Giueial  repcjiled 
a  draught,  which  being  ie*l  and  debated  by  p:iragraplis, 
was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  a  fiir  copy  lie  made  out,  and  delivered 
to  thi>  Comniitlee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  General. 


Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  where  the  word  month  is 
used,  the  Congress  means  calendar  month,  by  which  tlie 
pay  of  the  men  in  the  service  of  the  Continent  is  to  be  re- 
gulated. 

Resolved,  That  the  Pay  of  the  Second  Lieutenants  in 
the  marching  Regiments  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  First 
Lieutenants. 

Adjoiirned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


TuoBcliy,  October  3,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that,  in  their  opi- 
nion, tlie  following  Accounts  ought  to  be  paid: 

The  Account  ui  Frederick  Beiking  for  fifty-six  reams 
of  Pa|)er  for  the  Continental  currency,  amounting  to  388 
8-10  Dollars. 

The  Account  o[  Samuel  Baughiuans,  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  CJaptain  Ross's  Company,  amounting  to  14  1-10 
Dollars. 

Two  Accounts  from  the  Committee  of  Trenton,  for  Wa- 
goiiage  and  sundry  Expresses,  amounting  together  to  the 
sum  of  103  4-5  Dollars. 

Two  Accounts  delivered  in  by  Casper  IVeitzell,  for  e.x- 
penses  for  Diet  and  Provisions  forCajitain  Lowden's  Coin- 
])any  of  Ritlemen,  amounting,  together,  to  the  sum  of  44. G 
Dollars. 

Two  .Accounts  delivered  in  by  Miles  and  Ulster,  for  ne- 
cessaries furnished  by  John  Harris,  Jun.,  and  Llias  Younk- 
man,  to  Captain  Lowden's  Company  ol  Riflemen,  amount- 
ing, together,  to  ninety-six  Dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  saitl 
Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid,  and  that 
the  i'resident  draw  Orders  for  the  same. 

The  Committee  further  informed  the  Congress,  that 
there  are  a  number  of  Carbines  and  Pistols  provided  for 
the  Hussar  Company,  which  the  Committee  of  Safety  for 
the  Province  of  Fcnnsylvania  are  willing  to  take  at  the 
first  cost. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Carbines  and  Pistols  be  deli- 
vered to  the  order  of  the  Connnittee  of  Safety  ol'  Fenri- 
sylvania,  they  paying  the  first  cost. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  an  Account  o{  Fre- 
derick Blankenberg  and  Leonard  Stein,  retained  as  Hus- 
sars, on  which  they  desired  to  know  the  determination  of 
Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  abovenamed  Frederick Blankcnbtrg 
and  Leonard  Stein  be  allowed  to  retain  the  Clothes  made 
for  them,  and  that,  over  and  above,  they  be  paid  sixteen 
Dollars  eacii  for  the  time  they  were  retained  in  service. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-Gen- 
eral contract  for  such  (piantities  of  Reef  and  Pork  as  may  be 
thought  proper  by  the  General,  and  have  the  same  salted 
up  in  convenient  houses  near  the  Camp,  according  to  his 
scheme  recommended  by  the  General  to  the  consideration 
oi'  the  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  Three  Hundred  Thousand 
Dollars  be  immedialely  sent  to  the  Pa)'master-General,  for 
the  use  of  the  .\rmy  in  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 

That  the  Committee  wdio  are  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
Camp  he  reijuesteil  to  take  the  cliarge  of  the  above  sum, 
or  as  much  of  it  as  they  conveniently  can. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  Committee  be  paid 
out  of  the  Continental  Treasury. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  may,  if  he  thinks 
proper,  for  the  encouragement  of  an  attack  on  Boston. 
promise,  in  ease  of  success,  a  month's  pay  to  the  Army, 
and  to  the  representatives  of  such  of  our  brave  countrymen 
as  may  chance  to  fall  ;  and  in  case  success  should  not  at- 
tend the  attempt,  a  month's  pay  to  the  representatives  of 
the  deceased. 

One  of  the  Delegates  for  Rhodc-Lland  laid  before  the 
Congress  a  part  of  the  Instiuctions  given  them  by  the  House 
of  Magistrates,  August  '^ti,  1775,' in  these  words,  viz: 

'^  Whereas,  notwiih'<tanding  the  humble  and  dutiful  Peti- 
tion ol  the  last  Congress  to  the  King  and  otherwise,  and 
paeiliek  measures  taken  for  obtaining  a  happy  reconcilia- 
tion between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  the  Minis- 
try, lost  to  every  sentiment  of  justice,  liberty,  and  humanit\ . 
coniinue   to  send  troops  and  ships  of  wa'r  into  America. 
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wliicli  destroy  our  trade,  plunder  and  burn  our  Towns,  and 
murder  the  good  people  of  lliese  Colonies : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Colony  most  ardently  wishes  to  see 
the  former  friendship,  harmony,  and  intercourse  between 
Britain  and  these  Colonies  restored,  and  a  hapjjy  and  last- 
ing connexion  established  between  both  Countries,  upon 
terms  of  just  and  equal  liberty,  and  will  concur  with  the 
other  Colonies  in  all  proper  measures  for  obtaining  those 
desirable  blessings;  and  as  every  principle,  divine  and  hu- 
man, requires  us  to  obey  that  great  and  fundamental  law  of 
nature,  self-preservation,  until  peace  shall  be  restored  upon 
constitutional  principles,  this  Colony  will  most  heartily  ex- 
ert the  whole  power  of  Government,  in  conjunction  with 
the  other  Colonies,  for  carrying  on  this  just  and  necessary 
war,  and  bringing  the  same  to  a  happy  issue  ;  and,  amongst 
other  measures  for  obtaining  this  most  desirable  purpose, 
this  Assembly  is  persuaded  that  the  building  and  equipping 
an  American  fleet,  as  soon  as  possible,  would  greatly  and 
essentially  conduce  to  the  preservation  of  the  lives,  liber- 
ty, and  property  of  the  good  peo|)le  of  these  Colonies, 
and  therefore  instruct  their  Delegates  to  use  their  whole 
influence  at  the  ensuing  Congress  for  building,  at  the  Con- 
tinental expense,  a  fleet  of  sufficient  force  for  the  protec- 
tion of  these  Colonies,  and  for  employing  them  in  such 
manner  and  places  as  will  most  effectually  annoy  our  ene- 
mies and  contribute  to  the  common  defence  of  these  Co- 
lonies ;  and  they  are  also  instructed  to  use  all  their  influence 
for  carrying  on  the  war  in  the  most  vigorous  manner,  until 
peace,  liberty,  and  safety,  are  restored  and  secured  to  these 
('olonies,  upon  an  equitable  and  permanent  basis." 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will,  on  Fri- 
day  next,  take  the  above  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  state  of  the  Trade  of  these  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  repair  to 
the  Camp  do  confer  with  Mr.  Rittcnhouse,  and  inquire  o( 
him  whether  he  apprehends  he  could  be  of  service  to  the 
Continent  as  an  Engineer;  and  if  so,  to  engage  him,  and  de- 
sire he  would,  with  all  convenient  speed,  repair  to  the  C'am|i. 

Ailjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


The  Committee  of  Claims  repoiied  that,  in  their  opi- 
nion, the  following  Account  ought  to  be  jiaid  : 

Account  of  the  Committee  of  Bid  ford  County,  for  ne- 
cessaries furnished  .to  the  Company  of  Riflemen  raised  there- 
in, amounting  to  7.55  1-3  Dollars,  of  which  sum  1-28 -2-3  Dol- 
lars ought  to  be  charged  to  the  Continent,  and  the  remain- 
ing sum  of  (32G  -2-3  Dollars  ought  to  be  cliarj,'ed  to  Captain 
Robert  Cluggage's  Company,  as  so  much  of  their  pay  ad- 
vanced to  tiiem. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  sum  be  paid. 

Two  Members,  who  undertook  to  receive  and  count  the 
Money,  for  which  an  Order  passed  yesterday,  to  be  sent  to 
the  Paymaster-General,  reported  that  they  I'ound  only  one 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  thousand  four  lanulred  and  sixty- 
seven  Dollars  ready  in  the  Treasiuy,  which  they  received, 
and  have  packed  up,  ready  to  be  sent  forward,  fur  which 
they  gave  their  own  receipts,  and  now  retiun  llie  Order 
drawn  by  the  President. 

An  additional  Instruction  was  given  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  General,  whicli  was  ordered 
to  be  transcribed,  and  added  to  the  former. 

Permission  granted  for  the  Sloop  Benthaiii,  William 
Moore,  Master,  with  a  parcel  of  Sea  Stores,  enumerated, 
to  proceed  to  South- Carolina. 

The  Congress  then,  agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
lesolved  itself  into  a  Cominiltee  of  the  \Vliol>;,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Trade  of  the  thirteen  United 
Colonies;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  H'tt'-r/ reported,  from  the  Com- 
mittee, that  they  had  taken  into  consideration  the  matter 
referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  any  resolution, 
desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  further 
consideration  the  Trade  of  the  B.  Confediraied  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-nioiru\\ . 
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Thursday,  October  5,  177.";. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Conunittee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
further  consideration  the  state  of  the  Trade  of  the  thirteen 
Confederated  Colonies;  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  report- 
ed, from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  not  yet  coine  to 
any  conclusion,  and  desire  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  tlie  Whole,  to  take  into  their 
further  consideration  the  state  of  the  Trade  of  the  thirteen 
United  Colonies. 

Sundry  Letters,  received  from  London,  were  laid  before 
Congress. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to 
prepare  a  plan  for  intercepting  two  Vessels  which  are  on 
their  way  to  Canada,  laden  with  Arms  and  Powder;  and 
that  the  Committee  proceed  on  this  business  imniediatelv. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that,  in  their  opinion, 
the  following  Accounts  ought  to  he  paid  : 

An  Account  of  Mrs.  Stille,  of  Trenton,  for  the  expenses 
of  Captain  Ross  and  others — to  be  charged  to  the  said 
Ross,  until  he  makes  it  appear  to  be  just  and  reasonable 
that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  Continent — amountini'  to 
32  76-90  Dollars. 

An  Account  rendered  by  Charles  Aiford,  for  Provi- 
sions for  Captain  Ross's  Company,  aniountinff  to  R  3-1)0 
Dollars. 

An  Accoimt  rendered  by  Charity  Britton,  for  Provi- 
sions for  Captain  Ross's  Company,  amounting  to  9  6(!-90 
Dollars. 

An  Account  rendereii  by  Joseph  Clunn,  for  Provisions 
for  the  same  Company,  amounting  to  7  S6-90  Dollars. 

An  Account  rendered  by  li'illiam  and  Thomas  Brad- 
ford, for  Printing,  amounting  to  178  7-90  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  Timothy  Matlack,  of  this  City,  be  em- 
ployed as  a  Storekeeper,  and  that  the  Implements  provitled 
for  the  Hussars  be  put  under  his  care;  also,  the  Tents  and 
Linen,  he,  purchased  for  the  Army  some  lime  since. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  inter- 
cepting the  two  Vessels  bound  to  Canada  brought  in  a 
Report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  Letter  be  sent  by  express  to  General 
If'ashitigton,  to  inform  him  that  Congress  having  received 
certain  intelligence  of  the  sailing  of  two  north  country  built 
Brigs,  of  no  force,  from  England,  on  the  11th  of  August 
last,  loaded  with  Arms,  Powder,  and  other  Stores^  for 
(^uebeck,  without  a  convoy,  which  it  being  of  importance 
to  intercept,  desire  that  he  apply  to  the  Council  o{  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, for  the  two  Armed  Vessels  in  their  service, 
and  despatch  the  same,  with  a  sufficient  nuinber  of  Peo- 
ple, Stores,  &c.,  particularly  a  number  of  Oars,  in  order, 
if  possible,  to  intercept  the  said  two  Brigs  and  their  Car- 
goes, and  secure  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  Continent ; 
also,  any  other  Trans|)orts  laden  with  Ammunition,  Cloth- 
ing, or  other  Stores,  for  the  use  of  the  Ministerial  Army  or 
Navy  in  America,  and  seciu'e  them  in  the  most  convenient 
places  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned  ;  that  he  give  the 
Commander  or  Commanders  such  Instructions  as  are  ne- 
cessary, as,  al-o,  proper  encouragement  to  the  Marines 
and  Seamen  that  shall  be  sent  on  this  enterprise  ;  which 
Instructions,  Sic,  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  Commander 
or  Commanders,  sealed  up,  with  orders  not  to  open  the 
same  until  out  of  sight  of  land,  on  account  of  secrecy. 

That  a  L'tter  be  written  to  the  said  honourable  Coun- 
cil, to  put  the  said  Vessels  under  the  General's  command 
and  direction,  and  to  furnish  him  instantly  with  every  ne- 
cessary in  their  power,  at  the  expense  of  the  Continent. 

Also,  that  the  Geneial  be  ilirected  to  employ  said  Ves- 
sels, and  others  if  he  judge  necessary,  to  effect  the  purposes 
aforesaid;  and  that  he  be  informed  that  the  Rhode-Island 
and  Connecticut  Vessels  of  Force  will  be  sent  directly  after 
them,  to  their  assistance. 

That  a  Letter  be  wrote  to  Govcrnour  Cooke,  informing 
him  of  the  above,  desiring  him  to  despatch  one  or  boili  the 
Aimed  Vessels  of  the  Colony  o[ Rhode-Island  on  the  same 
service,  and  that  he  take  the  precautions  above  mentioned. 

Also,  that  a  Letter  be  written  to  Governour  Trumbull, 
reque'itliig  of  him  the  largr-^t  Vessel  in  the  service  of  tin: 
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Colony  of  Conneclkut,  to  be  sent  on  the  enterprise  afore- 
said, acquainting  him  with  the  above  particulars,  and  re- 
commending the  same  precautions. 

Tliat  liie  encouragement  recommended  by  tins  l^ongress 
to  be   "iven  shall  be,  on   this  occasion,  that  the   Master, 


That  the  Provincial  Convention  of  New-  York  be  direct- 
ed immediately  to  render  Hudson's  River  defensible;  that 
in  doing  this  they  be  particularly  attentive  to  form  such 
Works  as  may  be  finished  before  the  winter  sets  in ;  that 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  any  Stone  Work  can  be  pro- 


Officers,  and  Seamen,  shall  be  entitled  to  one-half  of  the     perly  made  at  this  advanced  season  ;  it  is  submitted  to  the 


value  of  the  Prizes  by  them  taken,  the  wages  they  receive 
from  their  respective  Colonies  notwithstanding. 

That  the  said  Ships  and  Vessels  of  War  be  on  the  Con- 
tinental risk  and  pay,  during  their  being  thus  employed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


Friduy,  October  G,  ITTT). 
Two  Letters  from  General  Schuyler,  (\aled  Ticomleroga, 
2.3th  and  '28th  September,  with  sundry   papers  enclosed, 
were  read. 

On  motion  made,  Rcsoh'ed,  That  orders  issue  to  the 
Continental  Treasurers,  to  collect,  for  Continental  Bills,  a 
quantity  of  Silver  and  Gold,  not  exceeding  -20,000  Pounds, 
Feimsi/lvanin  currency,  (53,200  Dollars  in  value,)  for  the 
use  of  the  Army  in  Canada. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
several  Provincial  Assemblies  or  Conventions,  and  Councils 
or  Committees  of  Safety,  to  arrest  and  secure  every  per- 
son, in  their  respective  Colonies,  whose  going  at  large  may, 
in  their  opinion,  endanger  the  safety  of  the  Colony  or  the 
liberties  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  an  aulhentick  copy  of  the  last  Resolve 
be  transmitted,  by  the  Delegates,  to  proper  persons  in  their 
respective  Colonies. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  this  Congress,  for  the  importation  of  Powder, 
be  directed  to  export,  agreeable  to  the  Continental  Asso- 
ciation, as  much  Provisions,  or  other  produce  of  these 
Colonies,  as  they  shall  judge  expedient,  tor  the  purchase 
of  Arms  and  Ammnniliou. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Letter  from 
New-  York,  respecting  the  Fortifications  ordered  to  be 
erected  on  Hudson  s  River,  and.  after  some  debate. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  ajipoinled,  to 
take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  report  to-morrow 
morning  their  opinion  of  the  answer  proper  to  be  sent  to 
the  Convention  o(  Neiv-York. 

The  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
chosen,  viz:  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Dtanc,  and  Mr.  R.  Living- 
ston. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepaic  a  plan  for  inter- 
cepting the  Vessels  coming  out  with  Arms  and  Ammuni- 
tion brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  perusal  of  the  mem- 
bers. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  conside- 
ration the  state  of  the  Trade  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  Resolve  sub- 
mitted  by  the   Delegates  of  Rhode-Island,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  this  day,  be  put  ofi'till  to-morrow. 
AdjouriiL'd  till  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock. 


Sundry  Letters  fioni  New-  York  weie  laid  before  Con- 
gress and  read. 

Agreeably  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  Resolution  submitted  by 
the  Delegates  of  Rhode- hi  and ,  and. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  it  be 
deferred  till  Monday,  IGlli  instant. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  diawn  on  the 
Treasurers,  in  favour  ol'  Francis  Lcicis,  .John  Alsop,  Tho- 
mas Willing,  Silas  Dtane,  and  .hhn  Langdon,  E^(|uires, 
for  the  sum  of  five  thousand  Pounds  sterling,  to  pay  for  the 
Goods  they  were  ordered  to  purchase  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  Army. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Letter  from  the  Convention  of  Nexv-  York,  respecting  the 
Fortifications  ordered  to  be  erected  on  Hudson's  River, 
brought  in  their  Iteport ;  which  being  read  and  debated, 
was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 


judgment  of  tlie  said  Convention,  whether  it  could  not  be 
more  cheaply  and  expeditiously  done  by  Works  of  Wood 
or  Fascines ;  if  they  should  think  otherwise,  that  they  be 
directed  to  go  on  with  the  work  in  the  way  which  they 
think  best,  since  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  that  the 
work  should  by  no  means  be  neglected.  But  if  the  work 
be  already  begun  on  the  plan  sent  us,  that  they  render  such 
parts  as  can  be  first  finished  defensible,  so  that  the  labour 
he  not  thrown  away,  if  an  attack  should  be  made  before 
the  whole  can  be  finished. 

That  the  Convention  be  directed  to  inquire  whether 
there  are  not  some  other  places  where  small  Batteries 
might  be  erected,  so  as  to  annoy  the  enemy  on  their  pas- 
sage, particularly  a  few  heavy  Cannon  at  or  near  Moore's 
House,  and  at  a  point  on  the  west  shore,  a  little  above 
l^erplunck's  Point. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  Convention  to 
establish,  at  proper  distances.  Posts,  to  be  ready  to  give 
intelligence  to  the  country,  in  case  of  any  invasion,  or  by 
signals  to  give  alarms  in  case  of  danger;  and  that  they 
confer  with  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  and  Convention 
of  New-Jersey,  on  the  speediest  manner  of  conveying 
intelligence  in  such  cases,  and  receiving  assistance  when 
necessary. 

That  the  Convention  be  fiirther  directed  to  take  the 
most  effectual  method  to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  the 
said  river,  if  upon  examination  they  find  it  practicable. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  orders  be  sent  to 
General  booster,  in  case  he  has  no  orders  to  the  contrary 
from  General  Schuyler,  that  he  immediately  return  to  the 
Batteries  erecting  in  the  Highlands,  and  there  leave  as 
many  of  his  Troops  as  the  conductors  of  the  work  shall 
think  will  be  necessary  for  completing  them,  and  that  he 
repair  with  the  remainder  to  New-York. 

A  IMember  from  Pennsylvania  laid  before  the  Congress  a 
Resolve  passed  in  their  House  of  Assembly,  in  these  words: 

"  In  Assembly,  September  30,  1775. 

"  The  House  taking  into  consideration  the  several  Let- 
ters sent  down  yesterday  by  the  Governour,  acquainting 
him  with  the  intrusion  of  a  number  of  people  into  this  Pro- 
vince, under  a  pretended  claim  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  good  people  of  this  Province  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  for  this  Province  be 
specially  directed  to  lay  the  same  before  the  Congress, 
with  the  mischievous  tendency  the  pursuing  such  measures 
will  have,  and  procure  the  aid  of  that  Assembly  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  the  good  ]ieo|ile  of  this  Province,  and  pre- 
vent further  intrusion  or  extension  of  setilements  under  the 
said  claims,  until  the  matter  shall  be  determined  by  the 
King  and  Council,  to  whom  both  sides  have  submitted 
the  dispute. 

"  Extract  from  the  .Journals: 

"  CuARLios  MooiiK,  Clerk  of  Assembly.'' 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Delegates 
from  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  who  are  desired  to 
report  thereon  on  Monday  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will,  on  Monday,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  stale  of  the  Trade  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letter  from  Me>srs.  Morris  and 
Wilson,  of  the  1  llh  ui'  S'jitcmber,  be  referred  to  Monday 
next. 

Resolved,  That   the 
Rhodc-I.dand  be  referr 

Ad'iourned    to    nine 
Stale' House. 


consideration    of  the    Resolv 
d  till  next  Monday  week, 
j'clock,  on  Monday  next,  at 


A  Tjcttcr  fi'om  .Joseph  Trumbull,  Commissary-General, 
dated  September  2'S,  1 '775,  was  laid  before  the  Congress 
and  read,  desiring  that  £.500,lawfiil  money,  (.fLGGG  2-3,) 
be  paid  to  Mr.  Tracy,  I'or  money  by  him  advanced  to  Col. 
Arnold,  for  the  use  of  the  Continent,  and  that  the  said  sum 
be  charged  to  his  account. 
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Ordered,  That  the  President  draw  on  the  Treasurers 
for  the  above  sum,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Tracy,  and  that  the 
same  be  charged  as  above. 

As  tlie  success  of  the  expedition  to  Canada  depends 
upon  supplying  General  Sc/tvi/ler  with  a  quantity  of  Gold 
and  Silver,  and  it  being  represented  to  tiie  Congress  that 
there  is  in  the  Treasury  of  this  Province  a  quantity  of  Gold 
and  Silver  to  be  exchanged  for  Money  of  the  said  Pro- 
vince : 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  of  this  Province  imme- 
diately wait  on  the  Treasurer,  and  desire  him  to  deliver  to 
the  Continental  Treasurers  the  Gold  and  Silver  in  his 
hands,  provided  the  same  do  not  exceed  20.000  Pounds, 
Pennsylvania  Currency,  and  receive  from  them,  in  ex- 
change the  Money  of  this  Province,  or  Continental  Bills. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Duane  be  ap- 
pointed to  apply  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  request  them  to  lend  one  ton  of  Gunpowder, 
which  is  to  be  sent  to  New-York,  and  from  thence,  what 
of  it  can  be  spared,  be  by  the  Provincial  Convention  of 
New-  York  immediately  forwarded  to  General  Scluiyler. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  the  19th  of 
September,  with  one  enclosed  from  General  Montgomery, 
and  sundry  other  Papers,  were  laid  before  the  Congress 
and  read  : 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five 
members  be  appointed,  to  take  into  consideration  the  Let- 
ters from  General  Schuyler,  and  the  several  matters  there- 
in contained,  and  report  an  answer. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following 
members  chosen,  viz:  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  J.  RutUdge, 
Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  R.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Deane. 

The  Delegates  from  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  not 
being  ready  to  report  on  the  matter  referred  to  them, 

Resolved,  That  they  bring  in  their  Report  on  Ji'ednes- 
day  next. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  for  Pennsyl- 
vania do  receive  from  the  Treasurers  what  sum  of  Gold 
and  Silver  they  have  collected,  and  forward  the  same  by 
to-morrow  morning  to  General  Schuyler,  by  an  express  ; 
and  to  apply  for  two  of  the  Light-Horse,  well  armed,  (o 
accompany  him,  and  assist  in  carrying  the  money. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Convention  o(  Netv-Jerscy,  that  they  immediately 
raise,  at  the  expense  of  the  Continent,  two  Battalions,  con- 
sisting of  eight  Companies  each,  and  each  Company  of 
sixtv-ei'dit  Privates,  officered  with  one  Captain,  one  Lieu- 
tenant, one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  and  four  Corporals. 

That  the  Privates  be  enlisted  for  one  year,  at  the  rate 
of  five  Dollars  ])er  calendar  month,  liable  to  be  discharged 
at  any  time,  on  allowing  them  one  month's  pay  extraordi- 
nary. 

That  each  of  the  Privates  be  allowed,  instead  of  a 
bounty,  one  Felt  Hat,  a  pair  of  Yarn  Stockings,  and  a 
pair  of  Shoes ;  the  men  to  find  their  own  Arms. 

That  the  Pay  of  the  Officers,  for  the  present,  be  the 
same  as  that  of  the  Officers  in  the  Continental  Army;  and 
in  case  the  Pay  of  the  Officers  is  augmented,  the  Pay  of 
tlie  Officers  in  these  Battalions  shall  be  in  like  manner 
augmented,  from  the  time  of  their  engaging  in  the  service. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  Trade  of  these  Colonies. 

A  Letter  from  the  Convention  o(  Ncic-York,  enclosing 
a  proposal  for  procuring  Powder,  was  taken  into  consider- 
ation, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Secret  Pow- 
der Committee. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  tlie  following  Ac- 
counts as  reasonable,  and  which  ought  to  be  paid,  viz: 

The  Account  of  l)u  Similiere,  amounting  to  eight  Dol- 
lars, for  translating  the  Address  of  the  United  Colonies  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  (^nebeck. 

William  Govett's  Account  of  the  expenses  of  a  party  of 
twenty-seven  men  escorting  Powder  to  Trenton,  amount- 
in-  to  67.2  Dollars. 


David  Rittenhouse's,  for  thirty-six  Cuts  for  Continental 
Money,  amounting  to  forty-eight  Dollars. 

John  Thornton's  Account  of  Provision  and  Ferriage, 
for  part  of  Captain  Ross's  Company,  amounting  to  ten 
Dollars. 

Christopher  Ludwig's  Account,  for  sundry  expenses  in 
forwarding  Powder  lo  Ticonderoga,  amounting  to  41.2 
Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Money  be  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Schuyler,  under  an  escort  of  four  of  the  Light-Horse. 

Adjourned  for  one  hour,  cadem  die. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  President  reported  that  he  had  despatched  an  ex- 
press to  General  Schuyler  with  £G,364,  Pennsylvania 
Currency,  in  Silver  and  Gold,  (ij^  16,970  2-3,)  with  an 
escort  of  four  of  the  Light-Horse  of  this  City. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Answer  to 
General  Schuyler's  Letters  reported  a  draught ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  members. 

A  motion  being  made  relative  to  the  appointment  of 
Officers  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  the  same  being 
largely  debated,  the  determination  thereon  was  deferred 
till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  state  of  the  Trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wea.icsclay,  October  11,  1775. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  of  Connecticut  and  Penn- 
sylvania do  meet  this  afternoon,  and  prepare  a  Report, 
to  be  laid  before  Congress  to-morrow,  respecting  the  Dis- 
putes between  the  Inhabitants  of  those  Colonies  on  the 
lands  in  the  forks  of  Susquehannah. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  the  following 
Accounts  ought  to  be  paid,  viz: 

The  Account  of  Moneys  advanced  by  the  Committee 
of  Eliza  bet  htotvn,  for  Cartage,  Expresses,  and  for  Provi- 
sions furnished  Captain  Ross's  Company,  amounting  to 
98.3  Dollars,  of  which  3  2-3  Dollars  to  be  charged  to  Cap- 
tain Ross. 

James  Leslie's  Account  of  necessaries  furnished  to  Cap- 
tain Ross's  Company,  amounting  to  14.8  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

I'lie  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion 
made  yesterday,  for  appointing  Officers,  and  after  debate, 
the  same  was  postponed. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three 
be  appointed,  to  report  the  best  method  of  Billeting  the 
Soldiers  for  the  Continental  Army,  and  what  Subsistence 
ought  to  be  allowed  them  on  their  march. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following 
members  were  chosen,  viz:  Mr.  Kinsey,  Mr.  Deane,  and 
ftlr.  Langdon. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Answer  to 
General  Schuyler,  which  being  debated,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  forwarded. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  renewed. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  the  best  method  of 
Billeting  the  Soldiers,  &ic.,  brought  in  their  Report,  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  up  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Octobc'r  IL',  177.J. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  respecting  the  Billeting  Soldiers,  &c.. 

Resolved,  That  each  Captain  and  other  Commissioned 
Officer,  while  in  the  recruiting  service  of  this  Continent,  or 
on  tlicir  march  to  join  the  Army,  shall  be  allowed  two 
Dollars  and  iwo-thirds  of  a  Dollar  per  week,  for  their 
Subsistence  ;  and  that  the  men  who  enlist  shall  each  of 
them,  whilst  in  quarters,  be  allowed  one  Dollar  per  week, 
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and  when  on  their  march  to  join  the  Army,  one  Dollar  and 
one-third  of  a  Dollar  for  the  same  purpose. 

Resolved  That  llie  President  transmit  to  the  Conven- 
tion oi  New-Jersey  blank  Commissions,  lo  be  filled  up  by 
the  said  Convention,  to  the  Captains  and  Subaltern  Offi- 
cers in  the  two  Battalions  to  be  raised  in  that  Colony;  and 
that  the  appointment  of  the  Field-Olficers  be  for  the  pre- 
sent suspended,  until  llie  Congress  shall  take  order  on  that 
matter. 

John  Pcnn,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Delegates  hr  North-Caro- 
lina, appeared  in  Congress,  and  produced  his  Credentials ; 
which  were  read  and  approved,  as  Ibllows: 

"  North-Carolina,  Hillsborough. 
"i/i  Congress,  Septembers,  1775. 
"  Mr.  Caswell  informed  the  Congress  that  as  they  had 
done  him  the  honour  to  appoint  him  Treasurer  of  the 
Southern  District  of  this  Province,  and  one  of  the  Signers 
of  the  Publick  Bills  of  Credit,  his  attending  those  duties 
would  render  it  entirely  out  of  his  power  to  attend  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  as  one  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Province ; 
he  therefore  requested  this  Congress  would  be  pleased  to 
appoint  some  other  gentleman  in  his  stead.  Whereupon, 
it  is  Resolved,  Tliat  John  Penn,  Esq.,  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by appointed  a  Delegate  in  behalf  of  this  Province,  in  con- 
junction with  ffilliam  Hooper  and  Joseph  Hetves,  Esqrs., 
and  that  he  be  invested  with  the  same  powers,  and  enti- 
tled to  the  like  allowance,  that  the  said  Richard  Casivell 
would  have  been  vested  with  and  entitled  to  under  a  for- 
mer Resolution  of  this  Congress. 

"  ]5y  order:  Samcel  Johnson,  President. 

"Andrew  Knox,  Secretary.''' 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  their  ojiinion  that  the 
following  Accounts  ought  to  be  paid  : 

Two  Accounts  of  Peter  Cooper,  one  for  several  articles 
furnished  Cajjlain  Cresap's  Company  in  Lancaster,  amount- 
ing to  2  1-5  Dollars,  to  be  charged  to  said  Company.  The 
other  for  thirty-four  pair  of  Boots,  made  by  him  for  the  Hus- 
sar C/ompany,  amounting  to  113  1-.3  Dollars. 

Francis  Wudc's  Account  of  expenses  for  himself  and  a 
party  of  eighteen  men  escorting  Governour  ^'/leHe  and  Mr. 
Lundyio  Neiv-York,  amounting  to  445  (55-90  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  iransmit  to  the  Convention 
of  iVcJf- Jersey  a  certified  copy  of  the  Resolutions  for  raisinif 
two  Battalions  and  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Officers  and 
Men. 

Ou  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  similar  rccommend- 
aiion  issue  to  the  Assembly  or  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  raise  one  Battalion  on  the  same  terms  as 
those  ordered  to  be  raised  in  New-Jersey,  and  to  be  officer- 
ed in  like  manner. 

Resolved,  That  the  Men  enlisted  be  furnished  with  a 
Hunting-Shirt,  not  exceeding  in  value  of  1  1-3  Dollar,  and 
a  Blanket,  provided  these  can  be  procured,  hut  not  to  be 
made  ])art  of  tlie  terms  of  enlistment. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
their  further  consideration  the  state  of  the  Trade  of  the  Con- 
federated Colonies;  and  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  the 
President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  /r>?)7/ reported,  irom 
the  Committee,  that  not  having  come  to  any  Resolution, 
they  desired  liiiu  to  niove  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  (Jongrcss  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  tiie  Whole,  to  take  into  their 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Trade  of  the  thirteen  United 
Colrmics, 

The  other  matters  referred  to  this  day  are  further  post- 
poned till  to-nu,rrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-moirow. 


Friday,  October  13,  1775. 
Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
their  further  consideration  the  state  of  the  Trade  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies;  and  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reporled,  from  the 
Conmiittee,  that   they  had   taken   the   matter  referred   to 
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them  into  consideration,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclu- 
sion, desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  5th  of  Octo- 
ber, with  sundry  enclosed  papers,  being  received,  was  read. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  intercepting 
Vessels  coming  out  with  Stores  and  Ammunition,  and  after 
some  debate. 

Resolved,  That  a  swift  sailing  Vessel,  to  carry  ten  car- 
riage guns,  and  a  proportionable  nuuiber  of  swivels,  with 
eighty  men,  be  fitted,  with  all  possible  despatch,  for  a  cruise 
of  three  months  ;  and  that  the  commander  be  instructed  to 
cruise  Eastwaid,  for  intercepting  such  transports  as  may  be 
laden  with  warlike  stores  and  other  supplies  for  our  ene- 
mies, and  for  such  other  purposes  as  the  Congress  shall 
direct. 

That  a  ("ommiitee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  prepare  an 
estimate  of  the  expense,  to  he  laid  before  the  Congress, 
and  to  contract  with  proper  persons  to  fit  out  the  Vessel. 

Resolved,  That  another  Vessel  be  fitted  out  for  the  same 
purposes,  and  that  the  said  Committee  report  their  opinion 
of  a  proper  Vessel,  and  also  an  estimate  of  the  expense. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following 
members  were  chosen,  viz:  Mr.  Dcane,  Mr.  Langdon,  and 
Mr.  Gadsden. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  Report  be  referred 
for  further  consideration  to  Monday  next. 

On  motion  made,  the  Congress  took  into  consideration 
the  INIemorials  of  sundry  Merchants  of  New- York  and 
Philadelphia,  respecting  a  quantity  of  Tea  imported  before 
the  1st  of  March  last,  and 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  apjiointed,  to 
take  the  above  Memorials  into  consideiation,  and  inquire 
into  the  state  of  facts,  and  report  to  the  Congress. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following 
members  chosen,  viz:  Mr.  J.  Rniledge,  Mr.  >S'.  Adams, 
Mr.  J.  Adams,  .Mr.  Hard,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

The  several  matters  referred  to  this  day  were  post- 
poned till  lo-morrow. 


Adjour 


:'k,  to-ni' 


Saturday,  Octobfr  II,  177.5. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Letter 
from  the  General,  and  the  papers  enclosed. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  a  Director-General 
and  Chief  Physician  of  the  Hospital  \n  31assachnsetts-Bay 
be  appointed,  in  the  I'oom  of  Dr.  Church,  who  is  taken  into 
custotiy  for  holding  a  correspondence  with  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next, 
proceed  lo  the  election  of  a  Direclor-General  and  Chief 
Physician  of  the  Hospital,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Gene- 
ral's Letter  be  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  Delegates  for  Connecticut  informed  the  Congress 
that  they  had  met  some  of  the  Delegates  for  Pennsylvania, 
in  order  to  take  into  consideration  the  matter  referred  to 
them,  but  not  being  able  to  come  to  any  agreement  with 
them,  and  as  the  disputes  between  the  peojile  of  the  two 
Colonies,  on  the  waters  of  ihe  Susrjuehannah,  had  proceed- 
ed lo  bloodshed,  and  as  they  apprehended  may  be  attended 
with  very  dangerous  consequences,  unless  speedily  pre- 
vented, they  moved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed,  out  of 
the  other  Colonies,  to  take  this  matter  into  consideration, 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  this  be  referred  to  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  lo  nine  o'clock,  on  Mondai/. 

M.Muliiy.  Octobn  IG,  177j. 

Two  Lelters  from  the  Convention  of  A't)('-7t/;!f!/,  dated 
13th  and  Mih  instant,  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to 
take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  report  an  answer. 

The  mendjers  chosen  :  Mr.  ./.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Dickin- 
son, and  Mr.  If.  Livingston. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  with  sundry  papers 
enclosed,  dated  5th  October,  1775,  was  read;  and  the  same 
being  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  200,000  Dollars  be  sent  to 
the  Deputy  i^aymaster-General  for  the  Northern  Army. 
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That  the  Delegates  of  Fenrisylranin  do  immediately 
count  and  send  forward  the  above  sum,  under  a  Guard. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  tiie  ton  of  Powder  for- 
warded last  week  to  Neiv-  York  be  immediately  sent 
forward  to  General  Schuyler. 

On  motion  made,  Resohed,  That  a  Committee  of  fi\e 
members  be  appointed,  to  consider  further  ways  and  means 
of  promoting  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre. 

The  following  members  chosen  ;  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr. 
IVisner,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  /.  Rutlcdgc,  and  Mr.  Morton. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  all  persons,  who  are  possessed  of  Saltpetre  lately 
removed  from  Turtle-Bay,  on  the  Island  of  Neiv-  York, 
forthwiih  to  send  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  iVeic- yo/i",  to  be  manulactmed  into  Gunpowder, 
for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr. 
Hopkins  be  a|ipointed  to  join  Mr.  .J.  RalUdge,  in  order  to 
wait  on  Mr.  J.  Macpherson,  and  coiifir  with  liim  on  the 
subject  contained  in  his  Letter. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr../. 
Adams,  inquire  what  quantity  of  Powder  has  been  sent  to 
the  Northern  Army,  and  report  by  whom  sent. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  renewed,  and  the  several  matters 
referred  to  this  day  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


Aoreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congi-ess  took 
under  consideration  tlie  motion  made  on  Saturday  last,  by 
the  Delegates  of  Connecticut. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  members  be  ap- 
pointed, to  take  into  consideration  the  disputes  between  the 
people  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  and  report  what, 
in  their  opinion,  is  proper  to  be  done  by  Congress. 

The  members  chosen  for  the  above  Committee  are 
Mr.  J.  Rntledge,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  hlnsey, 
and  Mr.  Hopkins. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Estimate.  &c., 
brought  in  their  Report,  which,  being  read,  was,  after  some 
debate,  recommitted. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  two  Accounts 
exhibited  l)y  Ephraim  Martin,  for  Provisions  furnished  to 
several  Rifle  Companies,  on  their  march  to  Cambridge,  by 
himself  and  .Joseph  IValUns,  amounting  to  59.3  Dollars, 
are  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

A  Letter  from  Governonr  Cooke,  dated  9th  October, 
was  read. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Director- 
General  and  Chief  Piiysician  of  the  Hospital,  in  the  room 
of  Dr.  Church;  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined. 
Dr.  John  Morgan,  oi  Philadelphia,  was  elected. 

On  motion  made.  Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to 
the  Convention  o{  ]S!ew-York,  and  inform  them  that  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  Congress  that  the  Sulphur  in  that  Ciiy 
be  immediately  removed  to  a  place  of  safety. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed,  and  ilie  several 
matters  referred  to  this  day  being  put  ofl. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  lo-niorrow. 


The  Commitlee  on  the  Memorials  from  sundry  Mer- 
chants in  Seu-York  and  Philad,lphin  brouglil  ,n  ll.rir 
Report,  which  was  read,  and  taken  into  considerdiKni  ;  iiwA 
after  debate, 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned. 

The  Delegates  from  New-Hampshire  laid  before  the 
Congress  a  part  of  the  Instructions  delivered  to  them  by 
their  Colony,  in  the  following  words: 

"  We  would  have  you  immediately  use  your  utmost  en- 
deavours to  obtain  the  advice  and  direction  of  the  Congress, 
with  respect  to  a  method  for  our  administering  justice  and 
regulating  our  civil  police.  We  press  you  not  to  delay  this 
matter,  as  its  being  done  speedily  (your  own  knowledge  of 


our  circumstances  must  inform  you)  will  probably  prevent 
the  greatest  confusion  among  us." 

On  this  the  Delegates  apply  for  advice. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  this  be  referred  to 
Monday  next. 

On  motion  made,  7?tso/iic(/,  That  a  just  and  well  authen- 
ticated account  of  the  hostilities  committed  by  the  Minis- 
terial Troops  and  Navy  in  America,  since  last  March,  be 
collected,  with  proper  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  facts 
related,  the  number  and  value  of  the  Buildings  destroyed 
by  them  ;  also,  the  number  and  value  of  the  Vessels,  inward 
and  outward  bound,  which  have  been  seized  by  them  since 
that  period,  as  near  as  the  number  and  value  can  be  ascer- 
tained ;  also,  the  stock  taken  by  them  from  dillerent  parts 
of  the  Continent. 

That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  IVythe. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to  morrow. 

Tliiirsilay,  Octobfr  19,  17T.S, 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  their  opinion,  that 
the  following  Accounts  ought  to  be  paid: 

The  Account  of  the  t'omiuitlee  o(  Lancaster,  for  sun- 
dries furnished  the  Ride  Com|)anies,  amountin'f  to '2,"213.t> 
Dollars. 

The  Account.  onUchard  Buche.  Slcplteu  Paschal,  and 
Michael  llillcgas,  for  superiniendinii  the  printing  of  the 
Bills  of  Ciedit  ordered  to  be  snuck  by  the  Congress, 
amounting  to  272  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  imder  consideration 
the  method  proposed  by  the  Commissary-General,  for  sup- 
plying the  Army  with  Piovision'^,  brought  in  their  Report, 
which  was  reatl. 

It  being  represented  to  Congress  that  Caj)tain  Is((ac 
Sears,  of  New- York,  has,  at  the  recpiest  of  Mr.  Trumbull, 
the  Commissary-General,  forwarded  to  the  Camp  at  Cam- 
bridge seven  thousand  barrels  of  Flour,  for  which  .Mr. 
Trumbull  has  not  been  able  to  pa)'  him,  for  want  of  money 
in  the  .Military  Chest, 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  30,000 
Dollars  be  paid  to  Captain  Isaac  Sears,  on  account  of  the 
above  Flour,  he  giving  bond  to  account  for  the  same  to 
^Ir.  Trumbull,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  account 
of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Conunissary-General. 

A  Petition  from  Mr.  Sears  and  Mr.  Randall  was  laid 
before  the  Congress  and  read.     After  some  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  subject  thereof 
be  deferred  to  this  day  fortnight,  then  to  be  taken  up. 

The  Conunittee  appointed  to  wait  upon  Captain  i'Vidc- 
pihcrson  reported,  that  they  had  executed  that  service,  and. 
upon  conversing  with  him,  do  apprehend  that  the  scheme 
he  mentions  is,  in  their  opinion,  feasible,  and  that  he  ought 
to  repair  to  the  Camp. 

Oil  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  he  be  requested  im- 
mediately to  repair  to  the  C,un|)  at  (.'ambriilge,av\(\  confer 
with  General  llashington:  and  that  the  Committee  who 
waited  on  Captain  Macpherson  do  prepare  a  Letter  to  the 
General  on  this  subject,  and  rejiort  the  same. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  Provincial  Con- 
vention of  New- York  be  requested  to  send  to  this  Con- 
gress a  copy  of  any  order  or  proceeding  of  theirs,  or  of 
the  Mayor  and  Corporation,  in  consequence  of  Governonr 
Tryon's  Letter  to  tb.e  .Mayor,  pubhshed  in  the  Neic-York 
papers,  under  the  Hnh  instant  ;  aKo,  an  attested  copy  of 
said  Letter. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed,  and  the  several 
matters  referred  to  this  day  postponed, 

.'Vdjourneil  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Frid.y,  October  20,  177,% 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  the 
General,  to  be  sent  by  Captain  Macpherson,  reported  the 
same,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

On   motion  made,  Rtsohed,  That  an  Order  be  draut. 
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upon  the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  Captain/.  JSlacpherson, 
for  the  sum  of  300  Dollars. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  slate  of  tlie  Trade  of  the  Coiiftderated 
Colonies;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Hard  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had  taken  into  consideration  the  matter  referred 
to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him 
to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
their  further  consideration  the  state  of  the  Trade  of  the 
('onfcderntcd  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-inorrow. 

Saturday,  Uctolier  xil,  1775. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  re- 
solvc>d  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  lake  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Trade  of  the  Colonies;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  President  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Jf'ard  reported,  from  the  ('onmiittee,  that 
they  had  taken  into  consideration  the  matter  referred  to 
them,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him 
to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Order  for  resolving  into  a  Committee  of  ihe  Whole 
on  Monday  next  renewed. 

A  Letter  from  General  Jl'ashinglon,  dated  l-2ili  Octo- 
ber, with  sundry  enclosures,  was  laid  before  tlie  Congress 
and  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  MonJai/. 

Monday,  Oclob,-r  :23.  1775. 

lufurmaiion  being  given  to  Congress  that,  yesterday,  the 
Hon.  Peyton  Randolph  suddenly  departed  this  life, 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  attend  hi=  funeral  as 
mourners,  with  a  crape  round  their  lelt  arm. 

That  the  Congress  continue  in  mouining  for  the  space 
of  one  month. 

That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  superintend 
the  funeral. 

The  members  chosen:  Mr.  3]iddlctoii,  Mr.  Hopkins, 
and  Mr.  Chase. 

That  the  Committee  wait  on  the  Reverend  Mr.  Uuchc, 
and  request  him  to  prepare  a  pro|)er  Discourse,  to  be  de- 
livered at  the  interment. 

Tlie  Delegates  for  Delaware  Go\ernmcnt,  having  been 
rcappoinied  by  their  Assembly  on  the  21si  inslnnl,  pro- 
duced the  Credeniials  of  their  reappointment,  which  were 
read  and  approved. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  lo-moirou. 

Tuusd.iy,  Uclo!HT-:il,    1775. 

The  Congress  met,  and  adjourned  to  two  o'clock,  P.  !\L 
Eademdic,  P.  j\I. — Met,  and  adjournal  to  nine  o'clock, 
to-morrow.  

Wcdnral.iy,  (iL-tobcr  25,  1775. 

A  Leiter  from  General  If'ashiiiglon,  dated  :30lli  .Sfplcm- 
btr,  and  two  from  Governour  Tiuinlndl,  ilalcd  9lh  and  Hlh 
October,  and  one  from  the  Couveiuinn  ^i\  yciv-  York,  2Uih 
October,  were  read. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Answer  to  the 
Letters  from  the  Convention  o(  Ncw-.fcrsey,  of  the  13lh 
and  14tli  instant,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read; 
and  the  same  being  debated. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  inserted  as  jiart  of  the 
answer : 

The  Congiess  are  of  0])inion,  the  puhlick  service  makes 
it  necessary  that  the  .Jersey  Battalions  be  levied  with  all 
possible  expedition  ;  but  as  the  Congress  arc  wailing  the 
return  of  their  Committee  from  camp,  in  order  to  establish 
permanent  regulations  for  all  Continental  forces,  they,  for 
the  present,  incline  to  suspend  a  determination  on  the  ([ues- 
lion  about  the  appointment  of  Regimental  Field-Odicers. 

The  Letter  being  agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  the  I'residcnt  forward  it. 

The  Conimiiice  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to 


John  Riddle,  Jun.,  Cominissary  of  the  Rifle  Battalion,  the 
sum  of  4,139.7  Dollars. 

That  there  is  due  lo  James  Stewart  the  sum  of  15.7  Dol- 
lars, for  Provisions  furnished  to  the  several  Companies  of 
Riflemen. 

That  there  is  also  due  to  Jacob  Hoyler  the  sum  of  18.3 
Dollars,  for  Provisions  to  Captain  Ross's  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  laid  before 
the  Congress  sundry  papers,  being  Instructions  given  by 
General  Gage  to  one  Duncan  Campbell,  of  Dutchess  Coun- 
ty, New-York, and  the  Examination  of  sundry  persons  who 
came  from  Roilon  in  the  Transport  Rebecca  iy  Francis, 
Hastings,  Master,  and  who,  upon  the  Vessel  being  cast 
away  on  Rrigantine  Reach,  were  seized  by  order  of  said 
Committee  of  Safety,  and  are  now  in  safe  custody  in  this 
City. 

The  Instructions  to  Captain  Duncan  Campbell,  from  Gen- 
eral Gage,  which  were  found  on  said  Campbell,  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  published. 

Also,  the  Examinations  of  said  Campbell  and  others  were 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  them  be  forwarded  to  the  Con- 
vention of  New-York,  with  a  lecomniendation  to  them  to 
seize  a  Mr.  Grant,  who,  it  is  said,  is  employed  in  raising 
Recruits  for  General  Gage's  Army,  in  that  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  llewes  be  added  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed,  the  other  matters 
referred  to  this  day  postponed, 

Ordered,  That  the  Messenger  go  round  to  the  members, 
and  desire  them  to  be  punctual  in  their  attendance,  at  ten 
o'clock,  to  go  into  the  Order  of  the  Day. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  October  S6,  1775 

On  moti(jn  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress, July  1.5,  be  published  with  this  amendment:  to  ex- 
punge the  word  "  provisions,"  and,  instead  therefor,  to  in- 
sert "  the  produce  of  these  Colonies,  and  dispersed  through 
the  dilferent  Nations  of  £»roj;c,  and  through  IVest-lndia 
Islands."' 

It  being  represented  to  the  Congress  that  a  large  quan- 
tity of  Blankets  and  Shirts  remain  in  the  King's  Stores  in 
New-  York, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention 
oi  }sew-  York  immediately  to  take  possession  of  the  said 
Blankets  and  Shirts,  and  i'orward  so  many  of  them  as  may 
be  necessary  to  General  Schuyler,  for  the  use  of  the  Arniv 
under  his  connnand. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  a  Connnittee  of  three 
be  appointed,  to  take  into  consideration  the  Letter  from  the 
Convention  of  Atic-  l'ci;7i',  dated  20ih  October,  and  report 
an  answer. 

The  members  chusen  :  Mr.  Deanc,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Duane. 

Iiiliirmalion  being  gi\en  to  Congress,  that  there  has  been 
lately  discoxered,  in  the  Colony  of  I'irginia,  a  ftlineral 
containing  a  lar^e  (juantity  of  Saltpetre, 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  of  f'irginia  send  an  ex- 
press to  inijuire  into  the  truth  of  the  fact,  and  to  hrinir  a 
sample  of  the  .Mineral. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five 
members  be  apiwinted,  to  take  into  consideration  the  In- 
structions given  10  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony  of  New- 
lliiiiipshire,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon. 

The  members  chosen  ;  Mr.  J.  Rulledgc,  Mr.  J.  Adams. 
Mr.  Hard,  Mr.  I.ee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Resolution  of  the  ISlh  instant,  re- 
specting the  obtaining  a  well  authenticated  account  of  the 
hostilities  connniitcd  by  the  Ministerial  Troops  and  Nav\, 
be  ijublished  in  the  Newsi)apers. 

.\grecable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Connnittee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
their  further  consideration  the  stale  of  the  Trade  of  the 
Confederated  Colonies  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  fVard  reported, 
from  tlie  Committee,  that  thev  had  laken  into  consideration 
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the  malter  referred  to  tlieiii,  and  have  come  to  a  Resolu- 
tion, which  they  desired  him  to  report,  and  furtlier  to  move 
for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Resolution  of  the  Committee,  being  read,  was  agreed 
to,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Pro- 
vincial Assemblies,  Conventions,  or  Councils  of  Safety,  of 
the  United  Colonics,  to  export  to  the  foreign  Jf'est-liidits, 
on  account  and  risk  of  their  respective  Colonies,  as  much 
Provisions,  or  any  other  produce,  except  horned  Cattle, 
Sheep,  Hogs,  and  Poultry,  as  they  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  importation  of  Arms,  Amuiuriiion,  Sulphur,  and 
Saltpetre. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  transmitted  by 
the  Delegates  to  their  respective  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
or  Committees  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  C'ommittee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
their  further  consideration  the  state  of  the  Trade  of  the 
United  Colonics. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Octotwr  27,  1775. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  lake  into  consideration  the 
Letter  from  the  Convention  of  }icw-  York  brought  in  a 
Report,  which  was  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Connnittee  of  ihe  Whole,  to  take  into 
their  further  consideriition  the  state  of  the  Trade  of  the 
United  Colonics;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
President  resumed  the  chair,  and  IVIr.  /Fori/ reported,  that 
they  had  taken  into  consideration  the  matter  referred  to 
them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

S.itunlay,  Octolicr  28,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  of  Philadelphia  laid  before 
the  Congress  the  examination  of  sundry  of  those  who 
came  in  the  Rebecca  iy  Francis,  Transport,  and  desired  the 
advice  of  the  Congress  what  ought  to  be  done  with  the 
men  taken. 

The  Congress  taking  this  under  consideration. 
Resolved,  That  Captain  Camjibell anii  Lieutenant  Si/mes, 
and  the  men  who  came  with  them  in  the  Rebecca  «^  Francis, 
Transport,  be  confined  in  such  Jails  in  this  Colony  as  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  said  Colony  think  proper,  and  that 
said  Captain  Campbell  and  Lieutenant  Si/mcs  be  allowed 
for  their  subsistence  1  1-3  Dollars  each  per  week,  and  the 
men  one  Dollar  a  week  each,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Conti- 
nental Treasury. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Connnittee  on  the  New-York  Letters, 

Resolved,  That  a  Company  of  Matrosses,  to  consist  of 
one  Captain,  one  Captain-Lieutenant,  a  First  and  Second 
Lieutenant,  a  Lieutenant  Fire- Worker,  four  Sergeants,  four 
Corporals,  eight  Bombardiers,  sixty-eight  Matrosses,  one 
Drummer,  and  one  Filer,  be  immediately  raised  in  \eiv- 
York,  for  the  defence  of  Hudson  s  River,  and  to  occupy 
the  Fortifications  now  erecting  in  the  Highlands;  and  that 
the  President  write  to  the  Convention  of  that  Province, 
recommending  it  to  them  immediately  to  raise  the  said 
Company,  and  to  appoint  the  proper  officers. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  on 
account  of  necessaries  furnished  to  the  Hussar  Company, 
and  for  services  theiein,  the  following  sums,  viz  : 
To  James  ^  Drinker,  the  sum  of  19-2.8  Dollars. 
Thomas  Clifford  &f  Sons,  64.4  Dollars. 
Usher  cV  Uenrij,  29.2  Dollars. 
GeorL^c  Friimbero;er,  127.3  Dollars. 
miliam  0-'/t/(,  73.3  Dollars. 
llilliam  Kerlin,  64  Dollars. 
Samuel  Garrigues,  11  Dollars. 
Andreiv  Fegener,  266.6  Dollars. 
Lewis  Kughn,  425.3  Dollars. 
Leivis  Prahl,  to  be  paid  by  his  order  to  Andrew 
Bonner,  226.6  Dollars. 
Sundries  for  smaller  sums  to  be  paid  to  T.  Matlack,  and 
bv  liiin  paid,  .550.6  Dollars, 


^  That  there  is  due  to  Rachel  Sielle,  for  expenses  of  a 
Guard  at  Trenton  over  the  Powder,  10.5  Dollars. 

To  Jf'Uliam  Holmes,  for  Goods  furnished  the  Ritle  Com- 
pany raised  in  Cumberland,  85.6  Dollars. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  to  pay  for  Wood  for  the  use  of 
the  Congress,  22  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  Tiiat  five  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  be  empowered  to  act,  of  which  the  (.'hairman  to 
be  one. 

Resolved,  That  the  Inspectors  of  the  Press  deliver  the 
proof-sheets  and  checks  of  the  Continental  Bills  to  the 
Continental  Treasurers,  and  that  they  deliver  one  of  each 
to  the  Delegates  of  every  Colony,  to  remain  with  the  Pro- 
vincial Treasurer  to  be  appointed  in  such  Colony,  and  re- 
tain the  rest  in  their  hands. 

Mr.  Randolph  being  dead,  who  was  one  of  tiie  Saltpe- 
tre Committee,  and  i\Ii-.  Morton,  anothei',  not  being  able 
to  attend,  on  account  of  his  attendance  in  the  House  of 
Assembly, 

Resolved,  That  three  new  members  be  chosen  for  that 
Committee. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Hamidirei/s,  and 
Mr.  n't/the. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Mondaij  next,  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ton  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  October  30,  1775. 

The  Committee  a|)pointed  to  prepare  an  Estimate,  and 
to  fit  out  the  Vessels,  Sic,  brought  in  their  Report,  which 
being  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  second  Vessel,  ordered  to  be  fitted 
out  on  the  13th  instant,  be  of  such  a  size  as  to  carr)  four- 
teen guns,  and  a  pro))ortionate  nuinbur  of  swivels  and 
men. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  carry  into 
execution,  with  all  possible  expedition,  the  Resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  13th  instant — the  one  often,  and  the  other 
of  fourteen  Gmis  ;  and 

Resolved,  That  two  other  Armed  Vessels  be  fitted  out 
with  all  expedition  ;  the  one  to  carry  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty guns,  the  other  not  exceeding  thirty-six  guns,  with  a 
pro|iortionate  number  of  swivels  and  men,  to  be  employed 
in  such  manner,  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies,  as  the  Congress  shall  hereafter  direct. 

That  the  Committee  consist  of  seven,  and  therefore  tiiat 
four  new  members  be  now  elected,  to  be  added  to  the  Ibr- 
iner  Committee. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Hopkins,  .Mr.  lleu-es.  Mr. 
R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  Convention  of  Neiv-Jersey  having  recommended 
to  Congress  sundry  gentlemen,  in  their  opinion  proper  for 
Field-Olficers  to  conmiand  the  two  Battalions  raising  in  that 
Colony, 

Resolved.  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  :u- 
morrow. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  !!'.  Livingston,  dated  the  iHth  O- 
tober,  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  considered  to-mor- 
row. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  lo  Iru  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tursday,  October  .31,  1775. 

Sundry  IjCiters  from  General  Schuyler,  of  the  6th,  13th, 
1  1th,  and  19th  instant,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were 
read. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  o; 
the  Whole,  to  take  into  further  consideration  the  Trade  ol' 
these  Colonies  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Pre- 
sident resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that 
they  had  come  to  certain  Resolutions,  which  he  was  de- 
sired to  report;  but  that  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion 
they  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of  ".i^e 
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Committee  be  referred  till  to-morrovv,  an 

tlie  first  thing  taken  up,  and  that  it  be  not  mtcrrupted  by 

anv  new  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  ol'the  appointment  of 
Fieid-Officers  for  the  Jersey  Battalions  be  postponed  to 
Friday  next. 

A  member  from  Pennsylvania  laid  before  the  Congress 
a  Resolve  of  their  Assembly,  in  the  following  words: 

"In  Assembly,  Octol.cT  28,  1775. 

•'  The  House  taking  into  their  further  consideration  the 
Ke-.olve  of  Congress,  for  raising  a  Battalion  in  this  Pro- 
vince, for  general  service,  find  it  necessary  that  Moneys 
should  be  advanced  by  the  several  Captains  for  that  purpose  : 

•'  Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  Congress  be  recpiested 
to  order  a  sufficient  sum  of  Money  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Province,  to  be  imme- 
diately applied  in  raising  said  Battalion. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes  : 

"Charles  Mooke,  Clerk  of  Assembly.'' 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to 
Friday  next. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 
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,   received   by  express,  was 
the  burning  of  Falinoulh. 
the  above  be  fjrwarded   by 
\e  Assemblies,  Conventions, 


juce,  toiretlier 


the  Re 


A  Letter  fiom  the  General 
read,  containing  an  account  of 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of 
the  Delegates  to  their  respect: 
or  Councils  of  Safety. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Confe 
with  the  Minutes  of  their  Conference,  was  rea 

Ordered,    To  lie  on   the  table   for  the   per 
members. 

The  Congress  then  taking  into  consideration 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Resolved,  That  no  produce  of  the  United  Colonies  be 
exported  (except  from  Colony  to  Colony,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committees  of  Inspection  and  Observation,  and 
cxce])t  from  one  part  to  another  of  the  same  Colony)  be- 
fore the  1st  day  o{  March  next,  without  the  permission  or 
order  of  this  Congress:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  vacate  the  Resolutions  of 
Congress  for  the  importation  of  Arms,  Ammunition,  &ic. 

Resolved,  Thai Nciv- York,  the  lower  Counties  on  Del- 
aware, IS orth- Carolina,  and  Georgia,  ought  not  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  benefit  allowed  to  them  by  the  late  Re- 
straining Act ;  and,  therefore,  that  no  person  should  apply 
at  the  Custom-Houses  in  tho:!C  Colonics  for  clearances  or 
other  documents,  which  other  Colonies  are  deprived  of  by 
said  Restraining  Act,  for  securing  the  navigation  of  Vessels 
with  cargoes  from  their  ports  ;  and  that  the  Piesident  trans- 
mit to  the  Assemblies  or  Conventions  of  those  Colonies 
copies  of  this  Resolution,  with  the  thanks  of  this  Congress, 
to  those  Colonies,  respectively,  for  not  having  hitherto  taken 
any  advantage  of  the  exemptions  in  the  said  Act  of  Pailia- 
ment. 

Rcsoli-cd,  That  no  Rice  be  cxpuilnl,  miilor  the  excep- 
tion contained  in  the  Itli  article  oi'  llic  A-^.-ocialion.  from 
any  of  the  United  Colonics,  to  ilrciit  Britain,  Ireland,  or 
the  Islands  of  Jersey,  Guernsey,  Sark,  Alderncy,  or  Man, 
or  any  other  European  island  or  settlement  within  the  Bri- 
tish Dominions. 

Resolved,  That  no  Live  Slock,  (ncc 
the  discretion  of  the  Committees,  and 
be  exported  from  these  Colonies,  or  w  ;i 
Rivers,  Bays,  and  Sounds. 

Upon  motion  made.  Ordered,  'I  hii 
South-Carolitia  and  Georgia  h:iM'  a 
Resolutions,  to  forward  to  tlicir('(in\. 
The  further  consideraiion  of  ilu'  Kc 
also  the  matters  referrcil  to  this  day,  ;i 
Day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  tu-moiii)\ 


To  Daniel  Smith,  for  expenses  of  Guards  attending 
Governour  Skene,  Major  French  and  others,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  Major  French  and  Mr.  Lundy,  133.3  Dollars. 

To  John  Duvies,  for  Provisions  and  carriage  furnished 
to  three  Rifie  Companies,  amounting  to  1,320.9  Dollars. 

To  Simons  8f  Henry,  2,313.6  Dollars;  of  this,  26.7 
Dollars  is  a  Continental  expense,  and  the  remainder  to  be 
charged  to  several  Rifie  Companies,  which,  by  order  of  said. 
Simons  &,-  Henry,  to  be  paid  to  Hugh  S,-  George  Roberts. 

To  John  Montgomery,  the  sum  of  56  Dollars,  of  which 
sum  2.4  is  only  a  Continental  expense. 

'YoJotin  Breivster,  Zachariah  Dubois,  and  Jon.  Brooks, 
61.1  Dollars,  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  Henry  fVisner. 

To  IViUiam  Sickle,  according  to  the  prayer  of  his  Pe- 
tition, 40  Dollars. 

To  Captain  Dowdlc,  for  Moneys  paid  by  him  for  enlist- 
ing his  Company,  and  for  Drums,  61.1  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  carry  into  execution  the  Resolves  of  Congress, 
for  fitting  out  four  Armed  Vessels,  be  authorized  to  draw 
on  the  Conlinenlal  Treasurers,  from  time  to  time,  for  as 
much  cash  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  above  purpose,  not 
exceeding  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  Dollars,  and 
that  the  said  Committee  have  power  to  agree  with  such 
olHcers  and  seamen  as  are  proper  to  man  and  command 
said  vessels,  and  that  the  encouragement  to  such  ofiicers 
and  seamen  be  one-half  of  all  ships  of  war  made  prize 
of  by  them,  and  one-third  of  all  transport  vessels,  ex- 
clusive of  wages. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Passamaquoddy,  in  Nova-Scotia, 
having  chosen  a  Connuittee  of  Safety,  and  having,  by  their 
Petition,  applieil  to  the  Congress  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Association  of  the  North-Americans,  for  the  preservation 
of  their  rights  and  liberties, 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five 
be  appointeil,  to  take  this  matter  into  consideration,  and  re- 
port what  steps,  in  their  opinion,  it  will  be  pi'oper  to  take, 
in  consecjuence  of  this  application,  for  the  preservation  oi 
the  liberties  o(  America. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Dcanc,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Hop- 
kin^,  Mr.  Laiigdon,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  have 
liberty  to  transmit  to  their  respective  Committees  of  Safe- 
ty a  copy  of  the  Resolutions  passed  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Resolution  for  shutting  the  Ports  to 
the  first  oi'  March  be  published  without  the  pioviso. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  ol'  Pennsyl- 
vania, respecting  Lieutenant  Synics,  was  read. 

Ordered,  To'  lie  on  iho  table,  for  the  perusal  of  llic 
members. 

A  Letter  from  Gunning  Bedf.rd,  Deputy  Muslermaster- 
General,   with   the    Mu-ter-Rnlls   of    the   Troops    by    him 
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to  be  paid  : 
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irne,  except  in         Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  ajjpointed,  to 
repair  to  the  Northward,  to  confer  with  General  Schuyler. 
Delegates  for     and  to  pursue  such  insti'uctions  as  may  be  given  them  in 
of  ihc  above     cb:^■^e  bv  the  Con;;ress. 

Tlic  members  ciiosen:    Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  Paine,  and 
)(.Mp,.ne(l,  and     Mr.  Dyer. 

LI  Uider  ol  the         That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  draw  up  In- 
slructions  l()r  the  foregoing  Committee. 

The  members  chosen:   Mr.  Lynch,  .Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  [ac, 

Mr.  Deane,nm\  Mr.  J.Adams. 

riu\,rr  ■>,  I77."i.  Resolved,  That  three  thousand  Felt  Hats,  three  tliou- 

t  llieic  is  due,     sand    Worsted    Caps,    three    thousand    pair   of   Buckskin 

Breeclie-,   llirce   tbousuid    pair   of  Shoe^,   three  thousand 
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pair  of  yarn  Stockings,  and  three  thousand  Waistcoats, 
suitable  for  tlie  season,  be  immediately  purchased  and  sent 
to  the  Army,  under  the  command  of  General  Schuyler,  to 
be  sold  to  the  Soldiers  at  prime  cost,  including  charges  of 
carriage,  and  five  per  cent,  to  the  Quartermaster-General, 
by  whom  the  said  Goods  aie  to  be  sold. 

Resoh'cJ,  That  these  Goods  he  sold  to  those  Soldiers 
only,  who  will  re-enlist  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  to 
the  new  recruits. 

Resolved,  That  as  much  duffels  or  kersey  as  will  make 
up  three  hundred  Watch  Coats  be  purchased  and  sent  to 
General  Schuyler,  with  needles  and  thread,  to  be  made  up 
into  Watch  Coats ;  and  that  these  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tinent, and  kept  for  the  use  of  the  out-sentries. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed,  for 
purchasing  the  foregoing  articles. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Leiris,  and  Mr. 
Shermnn. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  apply  to  the  Committee 
of  Inspection  of  this  City,  for  their  assistance  in  purchasing 
the  above  articles. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will  to- 
morrow take  into  consideration  the  state  of  South- Caro- 
lina. 

That  the  state  of  the  Army  at  Cambridge  be  referred 
till  to-inoriow. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  Cam|i  at  Cam- 
bridge, being  returned,  made  a  Report  of  their  proceedings  ; 
to  be  read  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Messrs.  Scars  and  Ran- 
dall be  referred  to  Monday  next,  then  to  be  taken  into 
consideration. 

The  other  matters  referred  to  this  day  postponed,  and 
the  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


Friday,  November  3,  1775. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  JS'cu'-Hamjishire  Instructions, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Provincial 
Convention  of  New-Hampshire,  to  call  a  full  and  free  re- 
presentation of  the  people,  and  that  the  Representatives, 
if  they  think  it  necessary,  establish  such  a  form  of  Govern- 
ment as,  in  theii-  judgment,  will  best  produce  the  ha|5pi- 
ness  of  the  people,  and  most  eliectually  secure  peace  and 
good  order  in  the  Province,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 

The  Congress  then  taking  into  consideration  the  state  of 
South- Carolina,  and  sundry  papei's  relative  thereto  being 
read  and  considered, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  lie  appointed,  to 
take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  re|)ort  what,  in  their 
opinion,  is  necessary  to  be  done. 

The  Committee  chosen:  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Bullock, 
]\Ir.  Hooper,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to 
William  Holliday  the  sum  of  8:2:2  Dollars,  for  Goods  and 
Provisions  furnished  by  several  persons  to  the  Rifle  Com- 
panies of  T'irginia,  of  which  there  ought  to  be  charged  to 
Captain  Morgan  the  sum  of  £169  1  ~h,  and  to  Captain 
Stevenson  the  sum  of  £  13  16  11,  and  the  remainder  thereof 
to  the  Continent. 

That  there  is  due  to  Andrew  Bonner,  for  Goods  fur- 
nished to  Captain  Crcsap's  Company,  by  David  Mitchell, 
the  sum  of  £67  4  6,  and  for  Provisions  furnislied  to  Cap- 
tain Stcvenson^s  Company  the  sum  of  £3  '2  6,  the  last 
mentioned  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Continent,  both 
amounting  to  1H7.6  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  recommend- 
ation from  the  Convention  of  Aerc-Jersey, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  iSlonday  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Connnittee  returned 
from  the  Camp,  and  the  state  of  the  Army  at  Cambridge, 
be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  other  matters  referred  to  this  day  postponed,  and 
the  Order  of  the  Day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow, 
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Suturday,  November  4,  1775. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  with  sundry  enclosed 
papers,  containing  an  account  of  the  taking  of  FortCAam- 
bly,  being  received,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  draught  Instructions  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  repair  to  the  Northward. 

Ordered,  That  General  Montgomery's  Letter,  and  tlie 
Articles  of  Capitulation,  be  published. 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  differences  between 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  brought  in 
their  Report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  on 
Monday  next. 

On  motion  made,  the  Congress  came  to  the  followmg 
Resolution: 

The  Congress,  considering  that  the  most  perfect  union 
between  all  the  Colonies  is  essentially  necessary  fur  the 
preservation  of  the  just  rights  of  North- America,  and  being 
apprehensive  that  there  is  great  danger  of  hostilities  being 
commenced,  at  or  near  Wyoming,  between  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania  and  those  of  Connecticut  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Assemblies  of  the  said  Colonies  be 
requested  to  take  tlie  most  speedy  and  effectual  steps  to 
prevent  such  hostilities. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  McKean  and  Mr.  .S'.  Deane 
be  a  Commiltee  to  wait  upon  the  honourable  House  of  As- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania,  now  sitting,  with  a  copy  of  the 
above  Resolution. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  transmitted,  by 
express,  to  the  Magistrates  and  ¥eo\^\e  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Connecticut,  on  the  waters  of  Susquchannah. 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  from  the  Camp, 

Resolved,  That  the  new  Army  intended  to  lie  before 
Boston,  consist  of  twenty  thousand  three  himdred  and  se- 
venty-two men,  ofiicers  included. 

Resolved,  That  the  Pay  of  the  Ofiicers  and  Privates 
(except  that  of  the  Captains,  Lieutenants,  and  Ensigns  in 
the  marciiing  Regiments)  be  the  same  as  in  tlie  present 
Army. 

Resolved,  That  the  Pay  of  a  Captain,  in  the  marching 
Regiments,  be  26  2-3  Dollars  per  calendar  month. 

That  the  Pay  of  a  Lieutenant  in  ditto,  be  IS  Dollars 
per  ditto. 

The  Pay  of  an  Ensign  in  ditto,  be  13  1-3  Dollars  per 
ditto. 

Resolved,  That  each  Regiment  consist  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  men,  officers  included;  that  it  be 
divided  into  eight  Companies,  each  Company  to  consist  of 
one  Ca|)tain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants, 
four  Corporals,  two  Drums  or  Files,  and  seventy-six  Pri- 
vates. 

Resolved,  That  a  Ration  consist  of  the  following  kind 
and  quantity  of  Provisions :  1  lb.  Beef,  or  3-4  lb.  Pork,  or 
1  lb.  salt  Fish,  per  day  ;  1  lb.  Bread  or  Flour  per  day  ;  3 
pints  of  Peas  or  Beans  per  week,  or  vegetables  equivalent, 
at  one  Dollar  per  bushel  for  Peas  or  Beans  ;  1  pint  of  Milk 
per  man  per  day,  or  at  the  rate  of  1-72  of  a  Dollar;  1 
half-pint  of  Rice,  or  one  pint  of  Indian  Meal,  per  man  per 
week  ;  1  quart  of  spruce  Beer  or  Cider  per  man  per  day, 
or  nine  gallons  of  Molasses,  per  Company  of  100  men  per 
week  ;  3  lb.  Candles  to  100  men  per  week,  for  Guards  ;  24 
lb.  soft,  or  S  lb.  hard  Soap,  for  100  men  per  week. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  As- 
semblies or  Conventions  of  the  Colonies,  respectively,  to 
set  and  keep  their  Gunsmiths  at  work,  to  manufacture  good 
Firelocks,  with  Bayonets  ;  each  Firelock  to  be  made  with 
a  good  bridle  lock,  three-quarters  of  an  inch  bore,  and  of 
good  substance  at  the  breech,  the  barrel  to  be  three  feet 
eight  inches  in  lengtli,  the  bayonet  to  be  eighteen  inches 
in  the  blade,  with  a  steel  ramrod,  the  upper  loop  thereof 
to  be  trumpet-mouthed  ;  that  the  price  to  be  given  be  fixed 
by  the  Assembly  or  Convention,  or  Committee  of  Safety 
of  each  Colony;  and  that,  until  a  sufticienl  quantity  of  good 
Arms  can  be  manufactured,  they  import  as  many  as  are 
wanted,  by  all  the  means  in  their  power. 

Resolved,  That  the  good  Arms  of  such  Soldiers  as  leave 
the  service  be  retained  for  the  use  of  the  new  Army,  on  ;• 
valuation  made  of  them, 
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Reaoked,  That  Cloihing  be  provided  lor  the  new  Army 
by  the  Continent,  and  paid  for  by  stoppages  out  ol  the 
Soldiers'  wages,  at  1  ^-3  Dollars  per  month  ;  that  as  much 
as  possible  ol'the  Cloth  for  this  purpose  be  dyed  brown, 
and  the  distinctions  of  the  Regiments  made  m  the  fa- 
cini's.  That  a  man  who  brings  a  good  new  Blanket  into 
the'' Camp  be  allowed  two  Dollars  therefor,  and  take  it 
away  at  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  supply  the  Army  witii  Pro- 
visions, the  Commissary-General  be  directed  to  cause  Cat- 
tle and  Hogs  to  be  driven,  at  proper  seasons,  to  the  Camp, 
there  to  be  cured ;  and  as  to  the  articles  of  Bread  and 
Flour,  that  he  proceed  in  the  way  he  has  done  for  some 
time  past. 

Resolved,  That  such  Oflicers  as  have  served  in  the  pre- 
sent Army  to  approbation,  and  are  willing  to  stay,  be  pre- 
ferred ;  and  if  there  are  more  of  these  than  are  necessary 
for  the  new  Army,  that  the  General  distinguish  such  as  he 
deems  best  qualified. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legis- 
latures o{ Is ew- England,  to  empower  the  General  to  impress 
Carriages,  Vessels,  Horses,  and  other  things  necessary,  at 
a  reasonable  rate,  for  the  transportation  or  march  of  the 
Army,  or  any  part  of  it,  or  on  any  other  emergency;  and 
that  "this  power  may  be  deputed  in  writing,  under  the  hand 
of  the  General,  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  or  to  any 
inferior  officer,  who  are  to  be  accountable  for  any  abuse 
thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  be  directed  to  propose  to  the 
Officers  now  serving  in  the  present  Army,  that  they  signify 
in  writing,  as  soon  as  possible,  which  of  them  will  continue  to 
serve  and  defend  their  Country,  and  which  of  them  will 
retire  ;  and  that  such  Officers  as  proj)ose  to  continue  in  the 
service,  and  are  approved  by  the  (ieneral,  proceed  to  en- 
list their  men  into  the  Continental  service,  upon  the  same 
pay  and  allowance  of  provisions  as  is  now  given  ;  their 
service  to  continue  to  the  last  day  of  December,  177G,  sub- 
ject to  be  discharged  at  any  time  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. 

Resolved,  That  if,  upon  trial,  the  number  of  men  before 
resolved  on  cannot  be  raised  out  of  the  present  Army,  then 
the  officers  appointed  for  the  new  Army  recruit  their  seve- 
ral Regiments  and  Companies  to  their  full  complement; 
and,  in  case  the  necessity  of  the  service  requires  it,  that  the 
General  be  empowered  to  call  forth  the  Minute-Men  or 
Militia  of  Massackusctls-Bay  or  the  neighbouring  Colonies, 
according  to  the  nature  and  exigence  of  the  service. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legis- 
latures, Assemblies,  or  Conventions  of  the  Colonies,  to 
enact  a  Law  or  pass  an  Ordinance  inflicting  the  following 
punishments  upon  such  as  harbour  Deserters,  knowing  them 
to  be  such,  viz:  a  fine  upon  all  such  offenders,  not  less 
than  thirty  nor  more  than  fifty  Dollars  ;  and  in  case  of  in- 
ability to  pay  the  fine,  to  be  punished  with  whipping,  not 
exceeding  thirty-nine  lashes  for  each  oftence.  Also,  that 
they  empower  the  Commander-in-Chief,  or  the  Ofiicer 
co4iimanding  a  detachment  or  any  outpost,  to  administer  an 
oath,  and  swear  any  person  or  persons  to  the  truth  of  any 
information  or  intelligence,  or  any  other  matter  relative  to 
the  puhlick  service. 

Resolved,  That  any  person  who  shall  apprehend  a  De- 
serter, and  bring  him  to  the  Regiment  to  which  he  belongs, 
upon  certificate  thereof  by  the  Colonel  or  Commanding 
Officer  of  such  Regiment,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  five 
Dollars,  and  all  rca-^onable  expenses,  from  the  Paymaster- 
General  or  Deputy  i'aymaster,  which  is  to  be  deducted 
from  the  pay  of  such  Soldier. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report 
be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  ol'  South-Carolina  brought  in  their  Report;  which 
being  read. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  defence  of  South-Carolina  there 
be  kept  up  in  that  Colony,  at  the  Continental  expense, 
three  Battalions  of  Foot ;  each  Battalion  to  consist  of  the 
same  number  of  men  and  officers,  and  be  upon  the  same  pay 
and  under  the  same  regulations  as  the  Continental  Army. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony  of  Georgia 
there  be  one  Battalion  kept  up  there,  at  tlie  Continental 
exjiense,  lo  be  composed  as  the  lialfjlions  for  the  defence 
of  South-Carolina. 


Resolved,  That  the  said  Troops  be  enlisted  to  the  31st 
day  of  December,  1776,  subject,  however,  to  be  discharged 
sooner,  if  the  Continental  Congress  shall  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  sign  blank  Commissions, 
and  that  the  Conventions,  or,  in  their  recess,  the  Councils 
of  Safety  for  South- Carolina  and  Georgia,  respectively, 
fill  them  up  with  the  names  of  such  Officers  as  they  may 
think  proper,  and  return  a  list  thereof  to  the  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  in  cases  of  vacancy,  occasioned  by  the 
death  or  removal  of  a  Colonel  or  infeiior  Officer,  the  said 
Conventions,  or,  in  their  recess,  the  said  Councils  of  Safety, 
appoint  another  person  to  fill  up  such  vacancy,  until  a 
Commission  shall  issue  from  this  Congress,  and  that  they 
return  lo  this  Congress  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  person  or 
persons  so  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Oflicers  on  the  Continental  Esta- 
blishment shall,  when  acting  in  conjunction  with  Officers 
of  equal  rank  on  the  Provincial  Establishment,  take  com- 
mand of  the  latter,  and  also  of  the  Militia  ;  and  the  Officers 
of  the  Troops  on  the  Provincial  Establishment  shall,  when 
acting  in  conjunction  with  the  Oflicers  of  the  Militia,  take 
command  and  precedence  of  the  latter  of  equal  rank,  not- 
withstanding prior  dates  of  commissions. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  Convention,  or,  in  their  recess,  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  South-Carolina,  shall  think  it  expe- 
dient, for  the  security  of  that  Colony,  to  seize  or  destroy, 
and  shall  seize  or  destroy,  any  Ship  or  Vessel  of  War,  this 
Congress  will  approve  of  such  proceeding. 

Resolved,  That  the  Town  of  Charlestorvn  ought  to  be 
defended  against  any  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  take 
jiossession  thereof  by  the  enemies  oi  America ;  and  that  the 
Convention  or  Council  of  Safety  of  the  Colony  of  South- 
Carolina  ought  to  pursue  such  measures  as  to  them  shall 
seem  most  efficacious  for  that  purpose,  and  that  they  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  erect  such  Fortifications  and  Batteries, 
in  or  near  Charlestorvn,  as  will  best  conduce  to  promote  its 
security ;  the  expense  to  be  paid  by  the  said  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  if  tlie  Convention  of  South-Carolina 
shall  find  it  necessary  to  establish  a  form  of  Governinent  in 
that  Colony,  it  be  recommended  lo  that  (Convention  to  call 
a  full  and  free  representation  of  the  people  ;  and  that  the 
said  Representatives,  if  they  think  it  necessary,  establish 
such  a  form  of  Government  as  in  their  judgment  will  best 
produce  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  most  effectually 
secure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  Colony,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  present  dispute  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies. 

The  matters  referred  to  this  day  postponed,  and  tiie 
Order  of  the  Day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday  next. 

Monda}',  Novcmbrr  G,  1775. 

The  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  having  appointed  new 
Delegates,  the  said  Delegates  produced  their  Credentials, 
which  were  read,  as  follows: 

"  In  Assembly,  November  3,  17  75. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Morion,  Speaker, /o/»t 
Dickinson,  Robert  Morris,  Benjamin  Eranklin,  Charles 
Humphreys,  Edward  Biddle,  Thomas  IVilling,  Andrew 
Allen,  and  James  IVilson,  be,  anil  they  are  hereby  appoint- 
ed to  serve  as  Representatives  of  this  Province  in  the  Con- 
tinental Congress. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Charles  Mooue,  Clerk  of  Assembly." 

Sundry  Letters  from  the  Convention  olWew-York  were 
read  ;  and,  on  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  tlie  sundry  Letters  lately  received  from 
the  Convention  of  iVcit'- l'o/-/i:,  and  the  state  of  that  Colo- 
ny, and  report  what,  in  their  opinion,  is  necessary  to  be 
done. 

The  Committee  chosen  :  Mr.  R.Livingston,  Mr. Lynch, 
Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Allen,  anil  Mr.  fVard. 

Tlie  Congress  resuming  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  returned  from  the  Camp,  and  having 
agreed  to  sundry  articles  therein  contained,  and  come  to 
sundry  Resolutions, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  digest  in  order  the  Reso- 
lutions of  the  Congress,  as  far  as  they  have  gone  in  the  Re- 
puit,  and  lay  the  same  before  Congress  lo-morrow. 
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Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report 
be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  examine  what  Money  remains  in  the  Continen- 
tal Treasury  unapplied,  and  to  form  an  estimate  of  the 
Publick  Debts  already  incurred,  and  which  will  become 
due  on  the  first  day  of  June  next. 

That  the  Committee  consist  of  three. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Dcnnc,  and  Mr. 
Ckis  fling. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to 
John  Forbes  the  sum  of  £3.5  11  10,  equal  to  94.9  Dol- 
lars, for  goods  and  necessaries  delivered  to  several  Rifle 
Companies,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Blair 
McClenaghan ;  of  which  sum  Captain  Cluggage  ougiit  to 
be  charged  with  £6  2  10,  and  Captain  Chambers  with 
£4  10;  the  remainder  to  the  Continent. 

To  Jane  Allen  the  sum  of  £47  U  7,  (130.7  Dollars,) 
and  to  Vendal  Lands  the  sum  of  £-2,  both  which  sums 
ought  to  be  paid  to  Henri/  fVisncr,  and  charged  to  the  Con- 
tinent. 

To  Judah  Harbow  £l  12  4,  and  CapiamJackso7i  £I3 
4  6,  JV"e!4'- TorA:  currency,  (52.1  Dollars,)  for  necessaries 
furnished  to  several  Rifle  Companies,  and  that  the  same 
ought  to  be  paid  to  Henry  fVisner,  and  charged  to  the  Con- 
tinent. 

To  Andrew  Graff,  for  Wagonage,  the  sum  of  £27  2  6, 
and  to  Christopher  Crawford,  for  Blankets,  the  sum  of 
£6  15,  both  which  sums  (90.3  Dollars)  ouglit  to  be  paid 
to  George  Graff,  and  charged  to  the  Continent. 

To  Richard  Backhouse,  for  Wagonage,  &ic.,  £51,  being 
136  Dollars. 

To  Miles  and  fi'isier  the  sum  of  £26  6  4,  which  ought 
to  be  paid  to  them,  and  £13  10,  part  thereof,  be  charged 
to  Captain  Price's  Company,  and  3s.  to  Captain  Cresap's 
Company;  the  remainder  to  the  Continent. 

To  Frederick  Leinbach,  on  several  certificates  produced, 
the  sum  of  £58  115,  (156.2  Dollars,)  and  that  the  same 
ought  to  be  paid  to  George  Schlosser,  who  is  empowered 
to  receive  it,  &ic.;  of  which  sum  Captain  Price  ought  to 
be  charged  with  the  sum  of  £4  13  6,  and  Captain  Steven- 
son the  sum  of  £3  15  0,  (10  Dollars  ;)  and,  also,  that  Com- 
missary Biddle  ought  to  be  charged  with  £6  15  1,  (IS 
Dollars,)  until  it  appears  to  be  otherwise  accounted  for ;  the 
remainder  to  the  Continent. 

Tu  John  Morrow,  for  Goods  delivered  to  Captain  Ste- 
venson, £71  18  10,  (191.8  Dollars;)  and  the  same  ought 
to  be  paid  to  George  Davis,  and  charged  to  said  Steven- 
son. 

To  RotertEnmi,  Wagon-Master,  the  sum  of  £169  9  3, 
(451.9  Dollars,)  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to 
him. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  money  paid  by  him  to  Joseph 
Brown,  an  Express  to  Cambridge,  the  sum  of  £17  4  I  — 
45.9  Dollars. 

To  Jasper  Stimes  zndAbram  Storm  the  sum  of  £11  9  2, 
Netv-York  currency,   (36.1    Dollars,)  for  Provisions  and 
carriage  furnished  by  them  to  the  Rifle  Battalion,  and  that 
the  same  ought  to  be  paid  for  them  to  John  Alsop,  Esq. 
Ordered,  That  the  above  sums  be  paid. 

Application  being  made,  in  behalf  of  the  Colony  of 
North-Carolina,  for  the  sum  of  3,750  Dollars,  in  part  of 
the  expense  incurred  by  raising  a  body  of  Forces,  consist- 
ing of  one  thousand  men,  for  the  support  oi'  the  American 
Association,  and  tlie  saiety  of  North-Carolina,  agreeable 
to  a  Resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress: 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  paid  to  Jlilliam  lioojicr, 
Joseph  Hewes,  and  John  Penn,  Esquires,  and  charged  to 
the  Colony  of  iYor^/t-C'aro/»i«,  by  which  the  same  is  to 
be  accounted  for. 

The  Petition  of  Messrs.  Sears  and  Randall,  referred  to 
this  day,  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  Conference  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuosday,  NovcmbcT  7,  177.3. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  No.  11,  was  read. 
The  Secretarv  having  digested  in  order  the  Resolutions 


of  Congress,  as  far  as  they  have  gone,  on  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Conference,  produced  the  same,  which,  begin 
read,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  additions  and  alterations, 
or  amendments,  be  made  in  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of 
the  Continental  Army,  viz: 

1.  All  pensons  convicted  of  holding  a  treacherous  cor- 
respondence with  or  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  shall 
suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  a  General  Court- 
Martial  shall  think  proper. 
^  2.  All  Commissioned  Officers  found  guilty,  by  a  General 
Court-Martial,  of  any  fraud  or  embezzlement,  shall  forfeit 
all  his  pay,  be  ipso  facto  cashiered,  and  deemed  unfit  for 
further  service  as  an  Officer. 

3.  All  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers,  con- 
victed before  a  Regimental  Court-Martial  of  stealing,  em- 
bezzling, or  destroying  Anmiunition,  Provision,  Tools,  or 
any  thing  belonging  to  the  publick  stores,  if  a  Non-Com- 
missioned Officer,  to  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and  punished 
with  whipping,  not  less  than  fifteen  nor  more  than  thirty- 
nine  lashes,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court-Martial ;  if  a  Pri- 
vate Soldier,  with  the  same  corporeal  punishment. 

4.  In  all  cases  where  a  Commissioned  Officer  is  cashiered 
for  cowardice  or  fraud,  it  be  added  in  the  punishment,  that 
the  crime,  name,  place  of  abode,  and  punishment  of  the 
delinquent,  be  published  in  the  newspapers  in  and  about 
the  camp,  and  of  that  Colony  from  which  the  offender 
came  or  usually  resides;  after  which,  it  shall  be  deemed 
scandalous  in  any  Officer  to  associate  with  him. 

5.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier  who  shall  begin,  excite,  cause, 
or  join  in  any  mutiny  or  sedition  in  the  Regiment,  Troop, 
or  Company  to  which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other  Regi- 
ment, Troop,  or  Company  of  the  Continental  Forces,  either 
by  land  or  sea,  or  in  any  party,  post,  detachment,  or  guard, 
on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such 
other  punishment  as  a  General  Court-Martial  shall  direct. 

6.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier  who  shall  desert  to  the  enemy, 
and  afterwards  be  taken,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other 
punishment  as  a  General  Court-Martial  shall  direct. 

7.  Whatsoever  Commissioned  Officer  shall  be  found 
drunk  on  his  guard  party,  or  other  duty,  under  arms,  shall 
be  cashiered,  and  drummed  out  of  the  Army  with  infamy; 
any  Non-Commissioned  Officer  or  Soldier,  so  offending, 
shall  he  sentenced  to  be  whipped,  not  less  than  twenty  nor 
more  than  thirty-nine  lashes,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
offence. 

8.  Whatsoever  Officer  or  Soldier,  placed  as  a  Sentinel, 
shall  be  found  sleeping  upon  his  post,  or  shall  leave  it  be- 
fore lie  shall  be  regularly  relieved,  if  a  Commissioned  Of- 
ficer, shall  be  cashiered  and  drummed  out  of  the  Army 
with  infamy;  if  a  Non-Commissioned  Officer  or  Soldiei, 
shall  be  sentenced  to  be  whipped,  not  less  than  twenty,  nor 
more  than  thirty-nine  lashes,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
offence. 

9.  No  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  lie  out  of  bis  quarters  or 
camp,  without  leave  from  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Regiment,  upon  penalty,  if  an  Officer,  of  being  mulcted 
one  month's  pay  for  the  first  offence,  and  cashiered  for  the 
second  ;  if  a  Non-Commissioned  Officer  or  Soldier,  of  being 
confined  seven  days  on  bread  and  water  for  the  first  offence, 
and  the  same  punishment  and  a  forfeiture  of  a  week's  pay 
for  the  second. 

10.  Whatsoever  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  misbehave  him- 
self before  the  enemy,  or  shamefully  abandon  any  post 
committed  to  his  charge,  or  shall  speak  words  inducing 
others  to  do  the  like,  shall  suffer  death. 

11.  All  publick  stores  taken  in  the  enemy's  camp  or 
magazines,  whether  of  Artillery,  Ammunition,  Clothing,  or 
Provisions,  shall  be  secured  for  the  use  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies;  and  all  Commissioned  Officers  found  guilty,  by 
General  Court-Martial,  of  embezzling  the  same,  or  any  of 
them,  shall  forfeit  all  his  pay,  be  ipso  facto  cashiered,  and 
deemed  unfit  for  further  service  as  an  Officer ;  and  all  Non- 
Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  convicted  before  a 
Regimental  Court-Martial  of  stealing  or  embezzling  the 
same,  if  a  Non-Commissioned  Officer,  shall  be  reduced  to 
the  ranks  and  punished  widi  whipping,  not  less  than  fifteen 
nor  more  than  thirty-nine  lashes,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Court-Maitial ;  if  a  Private  Soldier,  with  the  same  punish- 
ment. 

12.  If  any  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  leave  his   post  or 
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colours,  in  lime  of  an  engagement,  to  go  in  search  of  plun- 
der, he  shall,  if  a  Commissioned  Officer,  be  cashiered  and 
drummed  out  of  the  Army  with  infamy,  and  forfeit  all  share 
of  plunder;  if  a  Aon-Commissioned  Officer  or  Soldier,  be 
whipped,  not  less  than  twenty  nor  more  than  thirty-nine 
lashes,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence,  and  forfeit 
all  share  of  the  plunder  taken  from  the  enemy. 

13.  Every  Officer  commanding  a  Regiment,  Troop,  or 
Company,  shall,  upon  notice  given  to  him  by  the  Commis- 
sary of  the  Musters,  or  from  one  of  his  Deputies,  assemble 
the  Regiment,  Troop,  or  Company,  under  his  command,  in 
the  next  convenient  place  for  their  being  mustered,  on  pe- 
nalty of  his  being  cashiered  and  mulcted  of  his  pay. 

14.  At  every  ^Muster,  the  Commanding  Officer  of  each 
Regiment,  Troop,  or  Company,  there  present,  shall  give 
to  tlie  Commissary  of  Musters  certificates,  signed  by  him- 
self, signifying  how  long  such  Officers,  Non-Commissioned 
Officers,  and  Soldiers,  who  shall  not  appear  at  the  said 
muster,  have  been  absent,  and  the  reason  of  their  absence  ; 
which  reasons,  and  the  lime  of  absence,  shall  be  inserted 
in  the  Muster-Rolls,  opposite  the  names  of  such  absentees  ; 
and  the  Surgeons  or  their  xMates  shall,  at  the  same  time, 
i;ive  to  the  Commissary  of  Musters  a  certificate,  signed  by 
them,  signifying  the  state  of  health  or  sickness  of  those 
under  their  care,  and  the  said  certificate  shall,  together 
with  the  Muster-Roils,  be  by  the  said  Commissary  trans- 
mitted to  the  General,  and  to  this  or  any  future  Congress 
of  the  United  Colonies,  or  Committee  appointed  thereby, 
within  twenty  days  next  after  such  muster  being  taken  ; 
on  failure  whereof,  the  Commissary  so  offending  shall  be 
discharged  from  the  service. 

15.  Every  Officer  who  shall  be  convicted,  before  a  Gen- 
eral Court-Martial,  of  having  signed  a  false  certificate,  re- 
laiing  to  the  absence  of  either  Officer,  Non-Commissioned 
Othcer,  or  Private  Soldier,  and  every  Surgeon  or  JNIate  con- 
victed of  signing  a  false  certificate,  relating  to  the  health 
or  sickness  of  those  under  his  care,  shall  be  cashiered. 

16.  All  Officers  and  Soldiers  who  shall  wilfully,  or 
through  negligence,  disobey  any  General  or  Special  Orders, 
sliall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  Regimental  Court- 
Martial,  where  the  offence  is  against  a  Regimental  Order, 
and  at  the  discretion  of  a  General  Court-Martial,  where  the 
offence  is  against  an  Order  given  from  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  or  the  Commanding  Officer  of  any  detachment  or 
post,  and  such  General  Court-Martial  can  be  had. 

Rcsohcil,  That  Dr.  Church  be  close  confined  in  some 
secure  Jail  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  without  tlie  use 
of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  that  no  person  be  allowed  to 
converse  with  him,  except  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  a 
Magistrate  of  the  Town,  or  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  where 
he  Ihall  be  confined,  and  in  the  English  language,  until 
further  orders  from  this  or  a  future  Congress. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Congress  proceed 
by  ballot  to  the  election  of  Field-Oflicers  for  the  two  Bat- 
talions ordered  to  be  raised  in  the  Colony  o(  Neiv-Jerseij. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election,  and 

Lord  Siirliii^-  was  unanimously  chosen  Colonel  of  the 
T'ii-t  13iitt;di<in  ;  IVilUnm  Wind,  Esf|.,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
..[  liii)  said  IJattalion  ;  William  De  Hart,  Major  of  the  said 
L!:.ualion. 

Iiaiiani  Maui-cll,  Esq.,  Colonel  of  the  Second  Batta- 
lion; hracl  Slircirr,  Es(|.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  said 
IJuttalioii  ;    David  Rhai,  Esq.,  .Major  of  the   said    Balta- 

]\Ir.  Dickinson,  tlesiring  to  be  excused  from  attending 
the  Committee  for  importing  Anns,  ike,  which  meets  in 
the  eveniiiLi,  on  account  of  his  home  out  of  Town,  he  was 
excused. 

On  mofiDii  inaile, /I'cso/i'Cf/,  That  three  new  members 
he  added  Kj  the  Committee  for  iinporling  Arms  and  Am- 
munition, and  that  an)   [\\c  of  them  be  a  (|iioriim. 

The  members  chosen:  i\Ir.  Lewis,  .Mr.  Barlleit,  and 
^\r.  Bullock. 

Mr.  Dickinson  brought  a  verbal  message  from  the  As- 
sembly of  Fennsylvanin,  respecting  the  Resolution  sent  to 
that  body  by  Mr.  McKcan  and  Mr.  Dtune,  desiring  to 
know  on  what  evidence  the  Congress  ground  the  appre- 
hensions therein  expressed,  of  hosiiliiies  being  conimenced 
at  or  near  Ui/niiiin^,  between  the  inhaliilants  ol' the  Colo- 
ny of  I'rnnsijlvania  and  those  of  Connecticut. 


1912 


Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  JSew-York  brought  in  their  Report. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed,  and  the  several 
matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wi'ilncsday,  November  S,  1775. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  contract  for  the  importation  of  Arms  and  Ammu- 
nition be  empowered  to  export  to  the  foreign  West-Indies, 
on  account  and  risk  of  the  Continent,  as  much  Provision, 
or  any  other  produce,  (except  Horned  Cattle,  Sheep,  Hog~, 
and  Poultry)  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  importa- 
tion of  Arms,  Ammunition,  Sulphur,  and  Salt|ietre. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  ajipointed,  to 
confer  with  Mr.  Kirkland. 

The  members  chosen  :  IMr.  Cashing,  INIr.  ff'i/the,  and 
Mr.  Ward. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  : 

To  Alexander  Klinger,  for  Provisions  furnished  to  Cap- 
lain  Hcndrick's  Company,  £9  10,  and  to  Resi>ie  Mourer 
9s.  2d,  for  Ferriage,  the  whole  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  Hen- 
ry Chreist,  being  "26.5  Dollars. 

To  George  Cungle,  for  Provisions  furnished  to  Ca[itain 
Ross's  Company,  £4  16  10 — 75  Dollars. 

To  Henri/  Valentine,  for  transcribing  Writings  for  the 
Congress,  £3  18—10.4  Dollars. 

To  Samuel  Bear,  for  Provisions  furnished  to  several 
Companies,  £-27  15  7,  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  Thomas 
Cornpton — 74  Dollars. 

To  sundries,  per  Certificates  and  Accounts  forwarded 
by  Lewis  Ogden,  for  necessaries  furnished  Captain  Ross's 
Company,  and  for  a  Guard  o\'er  a  Powder  Wagon,  £42  0  2, 
]Seiv-  York  currency,  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  George  Ken- 
nedy, being  105  Dollars. 

To  Henry  Hearing,  for  necessaries  furnished  to  Captain 
Ross's  Company,  £6  17,  to  be  paid,  ])er  order,  to  John 
Riddle,  Jun.,  being  18.3  Dollars. 

To  .John  Jones,  for  Ferriage  and  Provisions  of  Captain 
Ross's  Company,  £2 — 5.3  Dollars. 

Matthias  Slough,  per  Certificates,  for  Provisions  fur- 
nished several  liifle  Companies,  £22  3  2 — 50.1  Dollars. 

To  simdries,  pev  Certificates,  for  Provisions  furnished 
Captain  Ross's  Company,  £23  15  5,  New-  York  currency, 
to  be  paid,  per  order,  to ,  being  59.4  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  l>etters  from 
the  Convention  o(  Neir-York,  and  the  state  of  that  Co- 
lony: 

Resolved,  That  a  Commander,  with  the  rank  of  a  Colo- 
nel, be  appointed  to  take  the  command  of  the  Fortifica- 
tions or  Fortresses  in  the  Highlands,  on  Hudson's  River. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention 
of  Acif-FocA:  to  empower  him,  the  said  Commander,  to 
call  together  and  command  two  hundred  men  of  the  Mili- 
tia of  Dutchess,  Orange,  and  Ulster  Counties,  and  one 
Company  of  Artillery  from  the  City  of  A'cm'- Fo^A-,  who 
shall  be  stationed  in  the  Highlands,  until  relieved  by  the 
Company  of  Artillery  directed  by  this  Congress  to  be 
raised  in  the  C'lly  o(  \eu'- York,  and  such  other  Conti- 
nental Troops  as  may  hereafter  be  directed  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  ilie  Minute-Men  or  Militia,  while  on 
service,  be  mainiaiiied  and  paid  at  the  same  rale  as  the 
rest  of  the  Continental  Forces. 

Resolved,  That  a  number  of  the  Militia  of  the  Counties 
of  Dutchess,  Orange,  and  Ulster,  be  formed  into  indepen- 
dent CompLinies,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commander  of 
ihe  said  Fortresses,  and  in  case  of  alarm,  be  directed  to 
repair  to  the  several  stations  in  the  Highlands,  which,  in 
order  to  prevent  confusion,  should  be  immediately  assigned 
them. 

Resolved,  That  the  Troops  which  shall  at  any  time 
hereafter  be  directed  to  garrison  the  Fortresses  in  the 
Highlands  be  put  under  the  direction  of  the  Commander 
of  the  Fortresses,  except  when  headed  by  a  General  Offi- 
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Resolved,  That  the  Deputy  Commissar3'-General  be 
directed  to  provide  sufficient  Provision  for  one  thousand 
men  for  one  niontii,  and  keep  that  quantity  in  stoci<. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Powder  sent  from  this  place  to  Gen- 
eral Schuyler  be  remanded,  if  it  can  be  any  way  spared, 
and  left  at  the  Fortresses  in  the  Highlands. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  City 
be  requested  to  furnish  the  Colony  o(  ^ew-York  with  five 
hundred  pounds  of  Powder,  and  forward  the  same  imme- 
diately to  Dobbs's  Ferry;  that  the  Provincial  Convention 
of  New-York  give  order  to  receive  it  there,  and  send  it, 
as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  Fortresses  in  the  Highlands. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention 
of  Nevj-York,  if  they  have  not  already  sent  forward  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  Cannon  for  the  defence  of  the  Fortresses 
erecting  in  the  Highlands,  that  they  immediately  send  for- 
ward to  those  Fortresses  so  many  of  the  Cannon  at  Kiiigs- 
bridi^c,  of  the  best  quality  and  largest  bore,  as  they  may 
think  necessary  for  that  pur|)ose. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bills  of  Sale  for  the  Vessels  ordered 
to  be  purchased  be  made  to  the  Continental  Treasurers, 
or  tho?e  who  succeed  them  in  that  othce,  in  trust,  never- 
theless, for  the  use  of  the  Continent,  or  their  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  met. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  a  Commander  of 
the  Fortresses  at  the  Higlilands  be  deferred  till  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Di/cr  having,  on  account  of  his  indisposition,  ex- 
cused himself  from  going  to  the  noithward,  the  Congress 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  another;  when  IMr.  R.  R. 
Livingston  was  chosen. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Instructions  to  the  Committee  ;  which  being 
debated  by  paragraphs,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows : 
Instructions  to  R.  R.  Livingston,  Robert  Treat  Paink, 
and  J.  Langdon,  Es(jiiircs. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Congress  expect  that  you  repair, 
with  as  much  despatch  as  the  necessary  preparations  for 
your  journey  will  admit,  to  Ticonderoga,  in  order  to  con- 
sult with  General  Schuyler  what  number  of  forces  will  be 
necessary  in  Canada,  and  of  the  best  and  most  eliicacious 
method  for  procm-ing  or  continuing  such  forces  in  the 
Northern  Department  during  the  ensuing  winter,  of  en- 
gaging the  iniiabitants  of  the  Colony  of  Canada  to  accede 
to  the  Association  of  the  United  Colonics,  and  of  protect- 
m"  them  for  the  future  against  their  and  our  enemies. 

If,  upon  such  a  conference,  it  shall  be  judged  necessary, 
you  are  authorized  to  direct  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Deputy 
Commissary-General,  to  furnish  the  necessary  provisions 
for  an  army  of  three  thousand  men  for  six  months. 

You  are  also  authorized  to  oiler  two  months'  pay,  as  a 
bounty,  to  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  shall  re-enlist,  to 
be  paid  upon  their  taking  the  fortress  at  iS'^  Johns  and 
Montreal,  and  you  are  to  make  use  of  every  argument  to 
induce  them  to  re-enlist,  or,  at  least,  to  stay  until  they  can 
be  relieved,  and  to  assure  them  that  the  Congress  have 
taken  care  to  supply  them  with  proper  clothing. 

You  are  to  direct  the  fortresses  at  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  Point  to  be  put  into  such  a  posture  of  dett?nce  as 
the  state  of  our  aft'airs  may  require. 

You  are  to  advise  the  General  to  purchase  of  such  ofli- 
cers  and  soldiers  who  have  arms,  and  are  sick,  their  arms, 
for  the  use  of  those  who  have  none,  or  bad  ones,  and  are 
well. 

Ammunition,  it  is  hoped,  since  the  late  capture,  will  not 
be  wanting;  if  it  should,  the  Congress  will  semi  the  first 
that  shall  arrive. 

If  there  should  be  occasion  of  le-enforcements,  you  are 
empowered,  in  concert  with  General  Schuyler,  to  raise 
any  number  that  can  be  procured  in  Canada,  New-York, 
or  any  of  the  New-England  Governments,  in  order  to  pos- 
sess themselves  of  Montreal  and  (^lubcck. 

The  Congress  desire  you  to  exert  your  utmost  endea- 
vours to  induce  the  Canadians  to  accede  to  a  union  with 
these  Colonies,  and  that  they  form,  from  their  several  Pa- 
rishes, a  Provincial  Convention,  and  send  Delegates  to 
this  Congress.  And  as,  in  the  present  unsetded  state  of 
that  country,  a  regular  election  can  hardly  be  expected, 
the  Congress  will  acquiesce  in  the  choice  of  such  Parishes 
and  Dirilricts  as  are  induced  to  join  us. 


You  may,  and  are  hereby  empowered  to  assure  them, 
that  we  shall  hold  their  rights  as  dear  as  our  own,  and,  on 
their  union  with  us,  exert  our  utmost  endeavours  to  obtain 
for  them  and  their  posterity  the  blessings  of  a  free  Govern- 
ment, and  that  security  to  their  persons  and  property  which 
is  derived  from  the  British  Constitution. 

And  you  may,  and  are  hereby  empowered  further  to 
declare,  that  we  hold  sacred  the  rights  of  conscience,  and 
shall  never  molest  them  in  the  free  enjo\inent  of  then- 
religion. 

In  case  General  Schuyler  has  not  yet  raised  the  Regi- 
ment recommended  to  him  to  be  raised  in  Canada,  or  in 
case  he  cannot  proceed  to  Canada,  you  are  to  use  all  the 
means  in  your  power  to  perfect  the  raising  of  a  Regiment 
of  Canadians,  to  join  the  Continental  forces;  and  you  are, 
for  that  purpose,  to  take  with  you  blank  commissions, 
which,  taking  the  advice  of  the  General  Officers  in  that 
department,  you  are  to  fill  up  with  the  names  of  such  per- 
sons as  have  the  most  merit  and  best  qualifications  for  the 
service. 

Congress  direct  you  to  acquaint  General  Schuyler  that 
they  approve  of  his  appointment  of  Captain  Uinion  to 
be  a  Brigade-Major,  antl  have  ordereil  him  a  commission 
accordingly. 

The  Congress,  moreover,  are  desirous  that  you  should 
take  an  accurate  view  of  the  state  of  our  fortifications  upon 
Hudson's  River,  and  make  a  report  of  it  as  soon  as  it  can 
conveniently  be  done. 

If  the  circumstances  of  the  Army  should  be  such  that  a 
ton  of  powder  may  be  spared,  you  are  to  direct  that  quan- 
tity to  be  sent  to  New-York,  and  all  such  cannon  and 
military  stores  as  shall  not  be  wanted  in  Canada,  or  in  the 
fortifications  on  the  lakes,  to  be  sent  to  Albany,  there  to 
remain  until  the  Congress  give  further  directions  concern- 
ing them;  and,  for  this  purpose,  you  are  herewith  furnish- 
ed with  a  list  of  the  ordnance  and  military  stores  whicii 
were  at  those  places  when  taken. 

You  are  to  inform  the  General  that  the  pay  of  some  oi 
the  ollicers  is  raised,  and  to  take  with  yuu,  lioni  the  min- 
utes, the  additional  establishment. 

You  are  to  direct  all  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  shall 
re-enlist  to  be  paid  all  arrears  that  may  be  due  to  them, 
according  to  the  rolls  to  be  sent  by  Governour  Trumbull, 
who,  in  the  mean  time,  will  be  requested  by  Congress  to 
send  the  rolls  to  the  General,  ascertaining  how  lung  the 
men  have  been  in  the  service. 

The  disposition  of  the  jjrisoners  is  approved  of  by  the 
Congress,  but  the  officers  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  resiiie 
in  or  near  any  sea-port. 

You  are  authorized  to  assure  Major  Brou-n  and  Major 
Livingston,  that  the  Congress  have  a  just  sense  ol'  then- 
important  services,  and  will  take  the  first  |iroper  opportu- 
nity to  reward  them. 

You  are  also  to  acquaint  the  General,  that  General 
Montgomery's  request,  as  to  the  pay  of  the  Company  oi 
Artillery  by  him  appointed,  is  complied  with. 

A  Committee  will  be  appointetl  to  procure  as  mucii 
hard  money  as  will  be  necessary  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Deputy  Paymaster-General  in  the  Northern  Army,  to  be 
used  in  Canada. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  make  an  estimate,  i:c.,  be  authorized  to  con- 
tract for  ihe  making  pio[ier  Paper  for  a  future  emission  of 
Paper  Bills  of  Credit. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  President  draw 
an  Order  on  the  Treasurers  for  the  sum  of  3,000  Dollars, 
in  favour  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Province, 
agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  honourable  the  Assembly 
of  this  Province,  towards  the  expenre  of  the  Battalion 
ordered  to  be  raised  in  this  Province. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  all  Letters  to  and  from 
the  Delegates  of  the  United  Colonics,  during  the  sessions 
of  Congress,  pass  and  be  carried  (vee  of  postage ;  the 
members  having  engaged,  upon  their  honour,  not  to  frank 
or  enclose  any  Letters  but  their  own. 

Ordered,  That  this  be  published. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the 
Treasurers  for  the  sum  of  '20,000  Dollars,  in  favour  of 
Francis  Lewis  and  Roger  Sherman,  E«(|rs.,  for  the  pur- 
chaie  of  Clothins;  ordt-red  to  he  purchased  by  them. 
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The  other  matters  to  tl)is  day  referred  being  postponed, 
and  tlie  Order  of  the  Day  renewed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  November  9,  1775. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  every  luember  of  this 
Congress  considers  liiniself  under  tlie  ties  of  virtue,  hon- 
our, "and  love  of  his  Country,  not  to  divulge,  directly  or 
indirectly,  any  matter  or  thing  agitated  or  debated  in  Con- 
gress, before  the  same  shall  have  been  determined,  without 
leave  of  the  Congress;  nor  any  matter  or  thing  determined 
in  Congress,  which  a  majority  of  the  Congress  shall  order 
to  be  kept  secret.  And  that  if  any  member  shall  violate 
this  agreement,  he  shall  be  expelled  this  Congress,  and 
deemed  an  enemy  to  the  libt-rties  o(  America,  and  liable  to 
be  treated  as  such;  and  that  every  member  signify  his  con- 
sent to  this  agreement,  by  signing  the  same. 

A  Letter  from  the  Agents,  iNlr.  Pcmi  and  Mr.  A.  Lee, 
respecting  the  delivery  of  the  Petition,  and  the  reception 
il  met  with,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  substance  of  this  Letter  be  pub- 
lished. 

The  Congress  took  up  the  Onler  of  the  Day,  for  ap- 
pointing a  Commander  of  the  Fortresses  on  Hudson's 
River,  and  some  debate  arising  thereon. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  a 
Commander  of  the  said  Fortresses  be  postponed  to  H'ed- 
iicsday  next ;  and  that  Captain  John  Hanson  take  and 
keep  the  command  of  the  said  Fortresses,  and  the  Troops 
there,  until  the  Congress  shall  appoint  a  Commander. 

On  application  made  by  the  Delegates  of  Georgia,  ■ 

Resolved,  That  the  President  draw  an  Order  on  the 
Treasurers,  in  favour  of  the  Delegates  of  that  Colony,  for 
the  sum  of  5,000  Dollars,  towards  the  expense  of  the  Bat- 
talion ordered  to  be  raised  in  that  Colony;  the  said  Colony 
to  account  for  the  same. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  application 
from  the  Inhabitants  oi  Nova-Scotia ;  and  after  some  de- 
bate, the  same  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  renewed,  and  llie  several  matters 
to  this  day  referred  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-moirow. 

Friday.  Nuvoiiibcr  10,  1775. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers,  for  1,000  Dollais,  in  favour  of  Mr.  R.  Liv- 
ingston, Mr.  Langdon,  and  Mr.  Pnine,  the  Committee 
appointed  to  repair  to  the  northward. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  Goods  bought  for 
ll'.e  Northern  Army  be  sent  by  land  loDobbs's  Ferry;  and 
that  the  President  write  to  the  Convention  ol'  ISeir-Yorl-, 
and  desire  them  to  have  a  Vessel  ready  to  take  in  the  said 
Goods,  and  transport  them  immediately  to  Albany. 

Resolved,  That  the  Medicines  purchased  in  this  C'ity 
for  the  Army  at  Cambridge,  be  sent  thither  by  land. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  give  written  orders  to  Dr. 
Morgan,  to  call  ujion  Mr.  Sears,  and  desire  him  to  deliver 
what  Medicines  he  has  under  his  care,  or  can  procure,  that 
they  may  be  forwarded  to  the  Camp  at  Cambridge,  for  the 
use  of  the  Continental  Army. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed, to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Colony  of  (irginia, 
to  consider  whether  any  and  what  provisions  may  be  neces- 
sary for  its  defence,  and  to  report  the  same  to  Congress. 

That  the  Committee  consist  of  live. 

The  members  chosen:  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Lynch.  Mr. 
JVilson,  Mr.  fl'ard,  and  Mr.  Johnson. 

Resolved,  That  all  Letters  to  and  from  the  Command- 
er-in-Chief of  the  Continental  Army,  or  the  Chief  Com- 
mander in  the  Army  in  the  Northern  Department,  pass  and 
be  carried  free  of  postage. 

Rc:iolvcd,  That  the  Commander  of  the  ^,eic-Jcrscy 
Battalion  be  directed  to  march  six  Companies  of  said 
Battalion,  as  soon  as  they  are  completed,  to  garrison  the 
Fort  on  Hudson's  River,  in  the  Highlands,  in  the  Colonv 
of  New-  York. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  President  write  to  Governour  Cooke, 


and  request  him  to  send  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
JSeiv-York  one  ton  of  Powder,  for  the  defence  of  that 
City  and  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  Johji  Wendall,  the  ex- 
press from  Albany,  who  has  been  detained  twelve  days  by 
order  of  Congress,  the  sum  of  1  1-3  Dollar  per  day,  for 
the  time  he  has  been  detained. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers, 
in  favour  of  the  Delegates  of  Xeic-Jerscy,  for  the  sum  of 
5,000  Dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  Battalions. 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  for  Pennsylvania  do  call 
on  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  sign  the  Continental  Bills, 
and  request  them  with  all  possible  expedition  to  complete 
that  business. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  further  ways  and 
means  of  promoting  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre  brought 
in  their  Report,  which  was  read,  in  these  words: 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  skilful  persons  sent 
to  J'irginia,  and  employed  there  in  a  publick  Saltpetre 
Work,  under  the  inspection  of  gentlemen  who  will  super- 
intend it,  may,  with  sufficient  assistance,  produce  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  that  article ;  and  that  a  further  supply 
of  it  may  be  procured  from  the  other  Colonies,  if  the  As- 
semblies, Conventions,  and  Councils  of  Safety,  will  appoint 
proper  persons  in  their  respective  Colonies,  whose  business 
it  shall  be  to  employ  and  set  to  work  such  and  so  many  of 
their  countrymen  as  they  shall  judge  fit,  to  collect  earth 
from  which  nitrous  salt  maybe  extracted,  and  to  manufac- 
ture it  into  Saltpetre. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  said  Report, 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Bland,  Peter  Poythress,  John 
Ba7uiister,  John  Buffin,  Archibald  Gary,  Benjamin  U'at- 
kins,  John  Tabb,  Richard  Adams,  Richard  Randolph, 
and  Theodorick  Bland,  the  younger,  Esqrs.,  or  any  five  or 
more  of  them,  be  desired  and  empowered  to  agree  with  the 
proprietors  of  the  publick  Warehouses,  and  of  other  places 
impregnated  with  nitre,  in  the  Counties  of  Prince  George, 
Dinwiddie,  Chesterfield,  and  Heiirico :  Carter  Braxton, 
John  Symc,  Burivell  Basset,  Bartholomew  Dandridge, 
Uilliam  Aylett,  George  Brook,  George  Lyne,  and  George 
Webb,  Esqrs.,  or  any  live  or  more  of  them,  with  such  pro- 
prietors in  the  Counties  of  Hanover,  New-Kent,  King 
flilliam,  and  A7/(0'  &/■  Queen;  Edmund  Pendleton,  James 
Taylor,  George  Stubblefield ,  Mann  Page,  the  younger, 
Joseph  Jones,  flilliam  Fitzhugh,  of  Som.crset,  and  Field- 
ing Lewis,  Esqrs.,  or  any  four  or  more  of  them,  with  such 
proprietors  in  the  Counties  of  Caroline,  Spottsylvania,  and 
King  George ;  and  Charles  Carter,  of  Stafford,  Thomas 
Ludwell  Lee,  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Blackburn,  Charles 
Broadwater,  and  George  Mason,  Esqrs.,  or  any  three  or 
more  of  them,  with  such  proprietors  in  the  County  of  Staf- 
ford, Prince  IVilliam,  and  Fairfax,  in  the  Colony  of  J'ir- 
ginia, to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies,  all 
the  Saltpetre  which  may,  within  twelve  calendar  months 
be,  produced  from  the  floors  and  yards  of  the  Warehouses 
and  other  places,  under  the  management  of  such  persons  as 
the  Congress  shall  ap[)oint  for  that  purpose,  and  to  pay  to 
the  owners  of  the  soil,  if  they  will  manufacture  it  at  their 
own  expense,  after  the  rate  of  two-fifths  of  a  Dollar  for 
every  pound  weight,  avoirdupois,  of  clean,  pure,  and  neat 
Saltpetre,  delivered  to  the  gentlemen  above  named,  for  the 
use  of  the  United  Colonics :  and  to  hire  labourers,  and  pro- 
vide the  necessary  apparatus,  to  be  employed  under  the 
direction  of  the  said  managers,  in  the  soil  oi"  such  persons 
as  shall  not  choose  to  adventure  in  the  business  themselves, 
paying  to  the  owners,  if  they  require  satisfaction,  w  hat  they 
shall  be  willing  to  take,  so  that  it  do  not  exceed  one  forty- 
fifth  part  of  a  Dollar  fov  every  pound  weight,  avoirdupois, 
of  Saltpetre  of  the  like  quality;  in  both  which  cases  the 
Congress  will  make  good  the  contracts,  and  will  pay  all  such 
expenses  as  shall  be  incurred  by  the  gentlemen  desired  to 
superintend  the  operation:  on  whose  zeal,  influence,  and 
abilities,  to  procure  with  all  convenient  expedition  a  large 
(piantity  of  this  article,  so  necessary  for  the  defence  of  their 
Country,  and  thereby  render  it  a  very  iiriportant  service, 
and,  by  their  example  and  activity,  to  forward  and  encour- 
age this  useful  work,  the  Congress  rely  with  confidence. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Assemblies, 
Conventions,  and  Conmiittees  of  Safety,  of  the  thirteen 
United  Colonies,  to  appoint  certain  persons  within  each  of 
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the  said  Colonies,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  employ  and 
set  to  work  so  many  persons  as  they  may  think  proper, 
both  to  work  up  such  earth  as  is  now  fit  for  making  Salt- 
petre, and  to  collect  together  and  place  in  beds  or  walls, 
under  sheds,  all  such  earth  and  composition  of  materials  as 
are  suitable  to  produce  Saltpetre,  after  being  duly  exposed 
to  the  air,  in  order  to  increase  the  produce  of  it ;  and  that 
the  Delegates  of  the  respective  Colonics  be  directed  to  send 
this  Resolution,  together  with  the  Resolve  of  last  session 
respecting  Saltpetre,  to  their  respective  Colonies,  and  cause 
them  to  be  printed  and  made  publick  there. 

The  Congress  resuming  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Xova-Scolia. 

Resolved,  That  two  persons  be  sent,  at  the  expense  of 
these  Colonies,  to  Nova-Scotia,  to  intpiire  into  the  stale  of 
that  Colony;  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  towards  the 
Ameriam  cause  ;  and  the  conditions  of  the  Fortifications, 
Docks,  Yards,  the  quantity  of  Artillery  and  warlike  Stores, 
and  the  number  of  Soldiers,  Sailors,  and  Ships  of  War 
there  ;  and  transmit  the  earliest  intelligence  to  General 
iVashington. 

Resolved,  That  General  IVashington  be  directed,  in  case 
he  should  judge  it  practicable  and  exiiedient,  to  send  into 
that  Colony  a  sufticient  force  to  take  away  the  Cannon  and 
warlike  Stores,  and  to  destroy  the  Docks,  Yards,  and  Maga- 
zines, and  to  take  or  destroy  any  Shi|)s  of  War  and  Trans- 
ports there,  belonging  to  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  two  Battalions  of  Marines  be  raised, 
consisting  of  one  Colonel,  two  Lieutenant-Colonels,  two 
Majors,  and  other  officers  as  usual  in  other  Regiments ; 
that  they  consist  of  an  equal  number  of  Privates  with  other 
Battalions;  that  particular  care  be  taken,  that  no  persons 
be  appointed  to  offices  or  enlisted  into  said  Battalions,  but 
such  as  are  good  seamen,  or  so  acquainted  with  maritime 
affairs  as  to  be  able  to  serve  to  advantage  by  sea  when  re- 
quired ;  that  they  be  enlisted  and  commissioned  to  serve 
for  and  during  the  present  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Colonies,  unless  dismissed  by  order  of  Congress ;  that 
they  be  distinguished  by  the  names  of  the  First  and  Se- 
cond Battalions  o(  American  INlarines,  and  that  they  be 
considered  as  part  of  the  number  which  the  Continental 
Army  before  Boston  is  ordered  to  consist  of. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  transmitted  to 
the  General. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  taking  into 
consideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  disputes 
between  the  people  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  waters  of  the  Susquehannah. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  November  11,  177:.. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  such  proprietors  of  Tobacco  Warehouses  and  Tobacco 
Houses,  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  as  cannot  speedily 
have  the  earth  of  the  floors  of  their  houses  worked  for 
Saltpetre,  that  they  cause  those  floors  to  be  soon  dug  up 
and  left  fine,  loose,  and  light,  at  least  six  inches  deep,  suffer- 
ing the  tobacco  stalks  and  trashy  leaves  to  be  spread 
thereon,  and  leaving  the  doors  open,  especially  in  dry 
weather,  as  often  as  convenience  will  permit,  whereby  the 
soil  will  be  much  the  more  impregnated  with  nitrous  parti- 
cles, the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre  facilitated,  and  the  quan- 
tity thereof  greatly  increased. 

Two  Petitions,  one  from  Charles  Wharton,  the  other 
from  James  Longhead,  praying  to  be  appointed  Commis- 
saries to  the  Battalions  raising  in  this  Colony,  were  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three 
be  appointed,  to  contract  with  such  person  or  persons  as 
will  undertake,  at  the  cheapest  rate,  to  supply  such  Con- 
tinental Troops  as  are  or  may  be  in  the  Barracks  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, during  their  stay  there,  with  the  Rations  allowed 
by  this  Congress. 

The  members  appointed  :  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lcivis,  and 
Mr.  Allen. 

Resolved,  That  the  Recruiting  Officers  in  Pennsylvania 
send  the  Recruits  they  may  enlist,  as  soon  as  raised,  to  the 
Barracks  in  Philadelphia. 


A  Letter  from  Volkcrt  P.  Douw,  Esq.,  dated  Cih  inst  , 
was  read. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five 
be  appointed,  to  take  into  consideration  the  foregoing  Let- 
ter, and  the  Minutes  of  the  Treaty  held  with  the  Indians 
at  Albany,  by  the  Indian  Commissioners  of  the  Northern 
Department,  and  report  thereon. 

The  members  chosen:  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr. 
Sherman,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Cashing. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  proceed  to  Ticonderoga  and  Canada  be  direct- 
ed to  confer  with  the  Generals  commanding  in  that  De- 
partment, on  the  propriety  of  sending  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  Army  under  their  command,  with  proper  Ar- 
tillery and  Ammunition,  to  (^uebeck,  in  order  to  second 
Colonel  Arnold's  expedition,  or  to  renew  the  attempt, 
should  his  have  failed,  and  to  give  directions  accordingly. 
Resolved,  That  the  Fortifications  of  Quebeck,  in  case  it 
comes  into  our  hands,  be  repaired,  and  furnished  with  such 
Provisions,  Arms,  Ammunition,  and  Artillery,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  its  security. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  any  one  of  the  foregoing  Com- 
mittee be  disabled  or  prevented  from  proceeding,  the  other 
two  have  full  power  to  proceed  and  transact  the  business 
intrusted  to  them. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Kirkland 
brought  in  their  Reitort,  which  was  read  ;  and  the  same 
being  taken  into  consideration,  the  Congress  came  to  the 
lollowing  Resolution  : 

Whereas  Mr.  Kirkland  has  been  put  to  a  considerable 
expense,  and  has  undergone  much  tatigue  and  hardship,  m 
procuring  the  Indians  to  meet  the  Connnissioners  at  Al- 
bany, and  enter  into  the  treaty  concluded  there  in  August 
last;  and  that  he  hath  been  very  active  and  successful  in 
endeavouring  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  those  peojde 
towards  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  hath 
in  some  measure  defeated  the  machinations  of  the  emissa- 
ries and  agents  of  the  British  Ministry  to  increase  the 
number  of  our  enemies  : 

Resolved,  That  113  Dollars  be  paid  to  the  Rev.  ,SV/m- 
ttel  Kirkland,  for  his  past  services,  out  of  the  Continental 
Treasury. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  amongst 
the  Indians,  and  conciliating  their  affections  to  the  United 
Colonies,  and  thereby  preserving  their  friendship  and  neu- 
trality, i\Ir.  Kiikland  be  continued  in  his  mission  arnongjt 
them  ;  and  that,  for  those  important  purposes,  he  be  allowed 
and  paid,  out  of  the  Continental  Treasury,  for  the  support 
of  himself  and  family  the  ensuing  year,  sixty-five  Pounds 
sterling,  or  288  8-9  Dollars  ;  and  that  sixty  Pounds  sterling, 
or  266  2-3  Dollars,  be  advanced  to  him,  to  be  by  him  dis- 
posed of  in  such  manner  as  may  best  promote  the  happi- 
ness of  the  Indians,  and  attach  them  to  these  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report 
be  postponed  until  the  Committee  to  whom  Mr.  Douw's 
Letter  and  the  Minutes  of  the  late  Treaty  are  referred  shall 
have  made  their  Report. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  three  thousand  tm 
Cartouch-Boxes  be  made  and  sent  to  the  Camp  ;  but  if  tm 
can  be  procured,  to  send  it. 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  be  ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  above  Resolve  into  execution. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on 
Saltpetre  be  empowered  to  contract  with  the  gentlemen 
who  offer  to  proceed  to  Virginia  on  this  business. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
disputes  between  the  people  oi'  Pennsylvania  and  Connec- 
ticut be  referred  to  Monday. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  five  hundred  thousand 
Dollars  be  sent  to  the  Paymaster-General,  for  the  use  of 
the  Army  in  Massachusetts-Bay. 

That  fifty  thousand  Dollars  be  sent  to  the  Convention 
o{  yew-York,  to  be  accounted  for  by  said  Convention. 

That  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  be  appointed  to 
count  and  Ibrward  the  said  sums  under  a  guard,  viz:  two 
Light  Horse  and  a  servant. 

Two  Petitions,  one  from  Murray,  Sanson,  and  others, 
and  the  other  from  Jasper  Grijing,  were  read. 

Ordered,  To  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 
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Tlie  members  cliosen:  Mr.  Lynch,  .Mr.  La,  and  Mr. 
Jijhnson. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Novc.iluT  13,1775. 

A  Letter  from  General  l\'(nhinglon,\\\\.\\  sundry  Papers 
enclosed,  was  read. 

On  motion  made,  BcsohciJ,  That  the  Rules  and  Ret^u- 
lutioiis  for  the  Army  be  published,  with  the  additions  and 
alterations  lately  made,  and  that  the  Preamble  or  First  Ar- 
iicle,  giving  tiie  Soldiers  leave  to  sign  or  not  to  sign  the 
same,  be  omitted. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
ponitcd  to  pre])are  a  Declaration,  in  answer  to  several  ille- 
gal Ministerial  Proclamations  that  have  lately  appeared  in 
America,  and  that  the  Committee  consist  of  three. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.fi.  H.Lcc,  Mr.  flilson,  and 
Mr.  fl'.  Livingston. 

Resolved,  That  If'cdncsday  next  be  assigned  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Brigadier-General  for  the  Army  in  the 
Massachusetts- Bay. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  tuking  into 
consideration  the  Memorials  respecting  Tea. 

Tuesday.  NovoinbL-r  It,  1775. 

Tlie  several  (natters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
nnd  the  Order  of  the  Day  renewed,  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock, 
to-morrow. 

Wcdnesd^.y,  Xoveiidicr  15,  1775. 

An  Express  having  arrived,  with  an  account  of  the  sur- 
render of  Fort  .S'(.  Jo/i/t's,  the  Letters  from  GeueraUVc/ii;^- 
Icr  and  General  Monigotiicry  were  read. 

On  motion  made.  Ordered,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers  for  54-2  Dollars,  in  favour  of  Captain  Tho- 
mas Price,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  same,  being  on 
account  of  his  Rifle  Company. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  horn  JasjJerC rif- 
ling, and  the  Petition  from  Murray,  Sansom  ^  Co.,  and 
others,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  Report,  as  follows: 

Tliat  your  Committee  on  the  Memorial  of /aspe?-  Grif- 
ting  are  of  opinion,  that  the  examination  of  the  facts  set 
forth  in  that  memorial  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Observation  for  Guilford ;  and  that  the  same 
being  sulliciently  proved,  the  Schooner  Betsey,  mentioned 
in  the  said  memorial,  ought  to  be  permitted  to  proceed  on 
her  voyage,  with  the  cargo  purchased  and  provided  for  her 
liefore  the  10th  day  of  ■September  hsl;  the  master  and 
owner  of  the  vessel  previously  making  oath,  that  they  will 
use  their  best  and  utmost  endeavours,  that  the  said  cargo 
sljall  be  landed  in  some  foreign  port. 

On  the  Memorial  of  Murray,  Sansom  S,-  Co.,  Jacob 
U'atson,  and  Frederick  Bhinelunder,  of  the  City  of  Acit'- 
York,  your  Committee  having  examined,  as  far  as  they 
could,  into  the  conduct  of  the  parties  concerned,  find  no 
ground  to  suspect  that  the  owners  of  the  cargo  intended  it 
should  be  landed  or  disposed  of  in  any  other  manner  than 
set  forth  in  the  said  memorial;  but  your  Committee  think 
there  is  just  ground  to  suspect  that  fl  illiam  Barron,  the 
master  of  the  Ship  Peggy,  would  not  be  very  solicitous  to 
prevent  the  cargo,  which  might  be  useful  to  the  Ministerial 
Army,  from  lalling  into  the  possession  of  the  men  of  war, 
lie  having  been  before  taken  in  the  same  ship,  in  Rhode- 
Island,  with  a  cargo  from  Chcsapcakc-Bay,  for  Europe ; 
nor  can  your  Committee  a|)prove  the  conduct  of  the  owner 
of  the  siiip,  who  continued  the  captain  afterwards. 

\our  Committee  are  iherelbre  of  ojiinion,  that  another 
master  ought  to  be  apjjointed  to  the  said  ship,  who  shall 
be  approved  by  the  Conmiittce  of  J\o;i('/cA  ;  and  that  the 
time  of  her  sailing,  as  well  as  her  track,  be  appninted  by 
that  Committee,  and  the  master  sworn  to  use  his  best  en- 
deavours to  prevent  the  said  ship  falling  into  the  posses- 
sion of  any  man-of-war  or  cutter,  and  to  jnusue  as  far  as 
he  can,  the  orders  of  the  said  Committee  in  navigating  the 
said  ship;  on  which  terms  your  Committee  are  of  opinion, 
the  said  ship  ought  to  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  her 
cargo. 

The  said  Report  being  read,  was  accepted  and  agreed  to. 


A  proposal,  made  by  Nathaniel  Sackett,  for  making  a 
quantity  of  Saltpetre,  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Saltpetre 
Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  on  the  diff'erence  between  the 
people  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  also  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Brigadier-General,  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Order  of  the  Day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  November  IC,  1775. 
On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  two  small  swift  sailing 
Vessels  be  provided  for  Packets,  to  be  under  the  direction 
of  the  Congress. 

That  Mr.  R.  Morris,  of  this  City,  be  appointed  to  pro- 
vide said  Vessels,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  get  one  ready 
to  sail  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the  other  in  a  month  hence. 
That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  devise  ways 
and  means  for  employing  these  Vessels  to  the  best  advan- 
tage. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  and 
Dr.  Franklin. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  appointment  of  a  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral be  deferred  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  having  recommended 
three  gentlemen  for  Field-Otiicers  for  the  I3attalion  order- 
ed to  be  raised  in  said  Colony,  and  applications  from  sun- 
diies,  to  be  appointed  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster,  being 
laid  before  Congress, 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Sundry  Papers  from  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  the 
Colony  of  Massachusetts- Bay  being  laid  before  Congress 
and  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  seven. 

The  members  chosen  :  i\lr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Sher?nan,  Mr. 
/F.  Livingston,  Mv.  Hard,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Hooper, 
and  Mr.  Harrison. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  11th  instant,  to  contract  for  supplying  the 
Pennsylvania  Battalion  in  Philadelphia,  be  empowered  to 
contract  for  supplying  them,  for  twelve  calendar  months, 
to  commence  jMonday  next,  provided  they  are  so  long 
continued  in  the  Continental  service. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  : 

To  Henry  Rankin,  for  Provisions,  &c.,  to  Captain  Ross's 
Company  of  Riflemen,  1G1.9  Dollars. 

To. fohn  Hider,  for  a  Boat  and  five  men,  two  days,  car- 
rying Powder  to  Trenton,  the  sum  of  £4,  to  be  [raid  Jo- 
seph Jcivell—10.6  Dollars. 

To  Francis  Lee,  for  Horse-hire  for  Expresses,  the  sum 
of  20  Dollars. 

To  John  Little,  for  entertainment  of  several  Expresses, 
the  sum  of  16.8  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  also  reported  an  Account  ol 
Major  Coatcs  and  Captain  Cojiperthiraite,  which  being  read, 

Ordcreil,  That  the  same  lie  on  the  table  for  the  ))erusal 
of  the  members. 

Ordered,  That,  the  Delegates  write  to  their  colleagues, 
who  are  absent,  and  inform  them  that  the  Congress  ex|iect 
their  inmiediate  atlendance. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  future,  no  member  absent  him- 
self from  Congress  without  leave  of  Congress. 

That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  disputes  be- 
tween Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  be  referred  till  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  it  be  a  rule  of  this  Congress, 
that  every  member  remain  in  his  seat  whilst  any  pajier  is 
reading  or  question  putting. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  MiJUn,  Quartermaster-General,  of 
the  3d  instant,  to  the  Committee  for  providing  Clothini;, 
was  read,  and  returned  to  said  Committee. 

Resolved.  That  the  consideration  of  the  Instructions  to 
the  Delegates  of  Rhode- Island  be  deferi'ed  till  to-morrow. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 
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Friday,  November  17,  1775. 

A  Letter  from  General  JVashingion,  with  a  Letter  and 
Journal  from  Colonel  Arnold,  and  sundry  papers,  nere 
read  ;  and  the  General's  Letter  being  taken  into  considera- 
tion, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed,  to  take  into 
consideration  so  much  of  said  Letter  as  relates  to  the  dis- 
posal of  such  Vessels  and  Cargoes,  belonging  to  the  enemy, 
as  shall  fall  into  the  hands,  or  be  taken  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  L'nitcd  Colonics. 

That  the  Committee  consist  of  seven. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  IVythe,  Mr.  E.  Rullcdge, 
Mr.  ./.  Adams,  Mr.  JV.  Livingston,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr. 
JVitson,  and  Mr.  Johnson. 

Resolved,  That  the  Prisoners  taken  at  Chaiidjhj  and  .SV. 
Johi's  be  sent  to  and  kept  in  the  Towns  of  Rending, 
Lancaster,  and  York,  in  the  Colony  of  Fcnnsijlvania. 

That  the  Committee  appointed  the  lltli  instant,  to  con- 
tract for  supplying  the  Battalion  raised  in  Pennsylvania, 
be  empowered  to  distribute  the  above  Prisoners  in  the 
Towns  aforesaid,  and  contract  for  their  snppoi't  or  subsist- 
ence. 

That  the  Rations  of  the  Privates  be  the  same  as  are 
allowed  the  Privates  in  the  Continental  Army. 

That  Orders  issue  to  the  Olhcer  who  has  the  charge  of 
conducting  the  Prisoners,  to  march  them  by  the  nearest 
road  to  Reading,  in  the  Colony  of  Fcnnsijlvania,  and  that 
the  Deputy  Commissary-General  be  directed  to  supply 
them  with  Provisions  for  their  march,  agreeable  to  the  Ra- 
tions supplied  the  Continental  Army. 

That  the  said  Conmiissary  be  directed,  if  the  Prisoners 
agree  to  it,  to  send  the  women,  children,  and  baggage,  by 
water  to  Amboy,  from  thence  to  be  sent  across  to  Bordcn- 
toivn,  and  from  thence  by  water  to  Fhiludclphia,  from 
which  last  place  they  will  be  sent  to  join  the  garrison  in 
the  Towns  allotted  them,  this  being  judged  the  safest, 
cheapest,  and  most  commodious  way  of  conveying  them. 

Whereas  it  is  become  necessary  to  appoint  another 
Colonel  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  in  the  room  of 
Colonel  Gridley,  on  account  of  his  advanced  age, 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  indemnily  Colonel 
Gridley  for  any  loss  of  half-pay  which  he  may  sustain  in 
consequence  of  his  having  been  in  the  service  of  the t/;(i7c(/ 
Colonies. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Colonel 
of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  and  Henry  Knox,  Esip,  was 
unanimously  elected. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Commissioned 
Officers  taken  in  the  Forts  of  Chambly  and  St.  Johns 
be  put  upon  their  parole  of  honour,  that  they  will  not  go 
into  or  near  any  sea-port  Town,  nor  farther  than  six  miles 
distant  from  the  respective  places  of  their  residence,  with- 
out leave  of  the  Continental  Congress  ;  and  that  they  will 
carry  on  no  political  correspondence  wdiatevcr,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  these  Co- 
lonies, so  long  as  they  remain  Prisoners. 

Whereas  the  Oflicers  taken  at  Fort  Chamldy  have  been 
permitted  by  General  Schuyler  to  make  choice  of  and  to 
reside  in  Trenton,  in  jS'civ-Jerscy,  and  the  disposition  of 
the  Prisoners  by  him  made  has  been  approved  by  Con- 
gress, 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Resolution  be 
sent  to  the  Committee  of  Trenton,  and  that  the  said  Com- 
mittee be  desired  to  get  the  same  signed  by  the  Officers 
there. 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  taken  at  St.  Jolni's  be  sent 
to  Windham  and  Letianon,  in  the  Colony  of  Cuunecticiit, 
provided  General  Schuyler  has  not  given  his  word  lor  an- 
other disposition  of  them. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  a  call  of  the  House  on  LlonJay 
next,  at  ten  o'clock. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  post|ioned  to 
Monday  next,  to  which  time  the  Congress  adjourned,  to 
ten  o'clock.  

Monday,  November  20,  1775. 

Suncli'y  Letters  from  General  IVashington  and  Governour 
Trumbull,  with  papers  enclosed,  among  wliicli  sundry  in- 
tercepted Letters  from  Cork,  were  read. 
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Two  Petitions,  one  from  Godfreed  Fehr,  the  other  from 
Mclchior  JSeff,  were  presented  to  Congress  and  read. 

Captain  John  Ilulbcrt,  who  was  sent  by  Gen.  Schuyler 
to  conduct  the  Officers  w  ho  were  taken  prisoners  at  Fori 
Chambly  to  Trenton,  attended  and  made  report  of  his  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  disposal  of  the  Prisoners. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  I(),G69  1-3 
Dollars  be  put  into  the  hands  of  IMr.  Thomas  Loivry,  of 
Neiv-Jcrscy,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  the  two  Batta- 
lions raised  in  New-Jersey  with  the  articles  allowed  them 
in  lieu  of  bounty,  and  for  one  month's  pay  of  said  Batta- 
lions; he  to  give  security  for  the  disposal  of  said  Money, 
and  to  render  account  to  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  Mmris  confer  with  Mr.  Loicri/, 
and  receive  his  proposals  with  regard  to  the  rccompens(;  lie 
will  expect  for  his  service. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  advertise 
and  receive  proposals  and  contract  for  supplying  said  Bat- 
talions with  the  Rations  allowed  them.  That^this  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  appointed  to  contract  for  supply- 
ing the  Battalion  raised  in  Fcnnsylvania. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  Ad- 
jutant for  the  Battalion  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Lord  Stirling,  raised  in  the  eastern  division  o( Neiv-Jerscy, 
when  Mr.  Alexander  Clough  was  unanimously  elected. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  General  Schuyler  be 
directed  to  make  further  search  in  the  places  where  the 
Lead  was  found  at  Croivn  Point  and  Ticonderoga,  and 
that  as  much  Lead  as  can  be  spared  be  sent  immediately 
to  the  Camp  at  Cambridge. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  empowered  to 
contract  for  the  importation  of  one  hundred  tons  of  Lead. 

Resolved,  That  the  intercepted  Letters  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  seven,  appointed  the  17th  instant,  in  order 
to  select  such  parts  of  them  as  it  may  be  proper  to  publish, 
and  lay  the  same  before  Congress. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  postponed  till 
to-moriow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  November  21,  1775. 

Mr.  Morris,  who  was  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Lowry,  having  made  his  Report,  and  the  same  being  con- 
sidered. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Lowry  be  allowerl  one  and  a  quar- 
ter per  cent.,  in  full  of  all  charges,  for  the  Money  passing 
through  his  hands. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  further  consideration  the 
Trade  of  the  United.  Colonics;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  JVard 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  consideration 
the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  certain  Re- 
solutions, which  he  was  ready  to  report  when  the  Congress 
will  receive  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Connnittce  be  now- 
read. 

The  same  being  read,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day  being  renew^ed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  moruin--. 

Wednesday,  November  02,  1775. 

The  Congress  resumed  tiie  consideiation  of  the  Report 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  which  was  agreed  to, 
as  follow  s  : 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred tlie  several  Petitions  from  the  Island  o(  Bermuda, 
representing  the  distress  to  which  they  are  exposed  by  the 
Non-Exportation  Agreement,  and  praying  to  be  relieved 
in  such  manner  as  the  Congress  may  deem  consistent  with 
the  safety  o(  America,  report  that  they  have  con>idered  the 
same,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  Resolutions: 

That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Island  o(  Bermuda  appear 
friendly  to  the  cause  ol America,  and  ought  to  he  supplied 
with  such  and  so  great  a  quantity  of  the  produce  of  these 
Colonies  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  subsistence  and 
home  consumption;  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Commit- 
tee, tl;cy  will  annually  require,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
1 


[923 


CONTlNEiNTAL  CONGRESS,  NOVEMBER  23,  1775. 


1924 


seventy-iwo  thousand  bushels  of  Indian  Corn  two  thou- 
sand barrels  of  Bread  or  Flour,  one  thousand  barreh  ot 
Beef  or  Pork,  two  thousand  one  hundred  bushels  of  Feas 
or  Beans,  and  three  hundred  tierces  of  Rice  ;  and  that  they 
be  permiued  to  export  the  same  yearly. 

That  the  said  Inhabitants  ought  to  pay  for  ihe  above 
annual  allowance  in  Salt ;  but  it  is  not  the  design  of  this 
Resolution  to  exclude  them  from  the  privilege  of  receiving 
■imerican  produce,  to  any  amount,  in  exchange  for  Arms, 
\mmunition.  Saltpetre,  Sulphur,  and  Field-Pieces,  agree- 
able to  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  passed  tlic  15th  oUtily  last. 
That  to  enable  such  of  these  Colonies  as  can  conve- 
niently furnish  the  Island  oUhnnvda  wilh  the  abovemen- 
lioned  annual  allowance  to  divide  whatever  advantages  may 
result  therefrom,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  shares  of 
the  general  expense,  it  is  further  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee— • 

That  the  Colony  o{  South- CaroUna  supjily  them  with 
three  hundred  tierces  of  Rice. 

That  the  Colony  o{  :Sorth- Carolina  supply  them  with 
sixteen  thousand  bushels  ai  Indian  Corn,  and  four  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  bushels  of  Peas  or  Beans. 

That  the  "Colony  of  Virginia  supply  them  with  thirty- 
six  thousand  bushels  o(  Indian  Corn,  and  one  thousand  and 
fifty  bushels  of  Peas  or  Beans. 

That  the  Colony  of  Maryland  supply  them  with  twenty 
thousand  bushels  'of  Indian  Corn,  and  live  hundred  and 
eighty-two  bushels  of  Peas  or  Beans. 

'That  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania  supply  them  wilh  one 
thousand  two  hundred  barrels  of  Flour  or  Bread,  and  six 
hundred  barrels  of  Beef  or  Pork. 

That  the  Colony  oi'  Neiv- York  supply  tlieni  with  eight 
hundred  barrels  of  Flour  or  Bread,  and  four  hundred  bar- 
rels of  Beef  or  Pork. 

That  the  Conventions  or  Committees  of  Safety  of  the 
abovementioned  Colonies  ought  to  superintend  the  said 
exportation,  provide  against  frauds,  and  take  care  that,  in 
exchanging  the  said  commodities  of  Salt  and  Provisions, 
no  undue  advantages  be  taken,  by  either  party,  of  their 
mutual  wants;  and,  further,  that  no  Vessel  employed  in 
this  business  ought  to  load  without  their  permission  ;  and 
that  when  they  "shall,  in  pursuance  of  these  Resolutions, 
permit  any  of  the  said  Vessels  to  load,  they  do  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  County,  City, 
or  Town  where  such  Vessel  shall  load,  and  inform  them 
that  the  same  is  done  under  the  auihorily  and  by  order  of 
this  Congress. 

Tiiat  these  Resolutions  ought  to  be  kept  as  private  as 
the  execution  of  thein  will  admit ;  that  they  should  be 
iransmiltcd  to  the  several  Conventions,  Assemblies,  or  Com- 
mittees of  Safety,  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  the  Island 
o{'  Bermuda;  and  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  latter  be  in- 
formed that  the  Congress  will  allbrd  them  other  necessa- 
ries, such  as  Lumber,  Soap,  and  Candles,  whenever  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  each  of  those  articles  used  in  the 
Island  shall  be  ascertained. 

That  Edward  Stiles  be  permitted,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony  oC Pennsylvania, 
10  send  the  Brig  Sea  Nymph,  Samuel  Stobel,  Master,  with 
four  thousand  bushels  oi  Indian  Corn,  three  hundred  bar- 
rels of  Flour,  one  hundred  barrels  of  Bread,  twenty  barrels 
of  Pork,  eight  barrels  of  BctiU  thirty  boxes  of  Soap,  and 
fifteen  barrels  of  Apples,  to  Bermuda,  for  the  immediate 
supply  of  the  Inhabitants;  and  that  the  said  Cargo  be  con- 
sidered as  part  of  the  annual  allowance  aforesaid,  lor  the 
year  ensuing. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  IJcporl 
of  the  Committee  on  Mr.  Douv's  Letter,  and  the  Minutes 
of  the  late  Treaty  at  Albany,  and,  after  some  debate,  the 
same  was  post|TOned. 


The   several 
poned, 


•fcrred  h: 


Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


On  motion  made,  OrJc/'ci/,  That  one  huiKhcd  and  twenty 
Dollars  be  paid  to  Captain  ilulbcrt,  and  charged  to  account 
of  General  Schuyler:  and  that  said  /ii///>c;7,  after  station- 
ing his  men  at  the  Fortresses  on  Hudson's  River,  have 
leave  to  be  absent  ten  davs. 


The  Committee  for  fitting  out  four  Armed  Vessels  brought 
in  a  set  of  Rules  for  the  government  of  the  American  Navy, 
and  Articles  to  be  signed  by  the  oflicers  and  men  employed 
in  that  service;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  for  tlie  perusal  of  the  members. 

The  Committee  of  seven,  to  whom  General  Washing- 
ton's Letter  was  referred,  brought  in  their  Report;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal 
of  the  members. 

Resolved,  That  these  Reports  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion to-morrow. 

The  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
jihia  laid  before  Congress  information  of  importance,  wliich 
was  read. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Report  on  Mr.  Douw's  Letter  and  the  Albany  Treaty, 
and,  after  debate,  the  first  paragraph  was  postponed.  The 
remainder  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

The  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Letter  from  Volkert  P.  Dome,  Esq.,  and 
the  Minutes  of  the  Treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at  Albany, 
by  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Aflairs  in  the  Northern 
Department,  have  examined  the  same,  and  come  to  the 
following  Resolutions  thereupon: 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  In- 
dians be  assured  that  tliis  Congress  are  pleased  with  their 
desire  that  the  trade  should  be  opened,  as  formerly,  at 
Albany  and  Schenectady :  that  the  Congress  will  exert 
their  strenuous  endeavours  to  procure  the  goods  the  Indians 
may  want,  and  put  the  trade  under  such  wise  regulations 
as  that  mutual  justice  may  be  effected  ;  and  that  they  hope 
those  endeavours  will  be  successful. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  desired  to  furnish  the  Com- 
missioners at  Albany  with  some  Powder,  if  he  can  spare 
it,  to  be  distributed  among  the  Indians,  who,  in  the  present 
circumstances,  are  much  distressed  by  the  want  of  that  article. 
That  the  Commissioners  for  transacting  Indian  affairs  in 
the  Northern  Department  he  desired  to  obtain  from  the 
Mohawk  Indians  and  the  Corporation  o{  Albany  a  state 
of  the  controversy  between  them,  concerning  the  land  de- 
sired by  the  former,  in  the  late  treaty  at  Albany,  to  be 
restored  to  them,  and  rejiort  the  matter,  as  it  shall  appear 
to  them,  to  the  Congress. 

That  the  said  Commissioners  be  desired,  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  Colonics,  to  provide  for  and  entertain  the 
Sachems  or  Warriors  of  the  Sir  Nations  and  other  Indians 
friendly  to  these  Colonies,  their  attendants  and  messengers, 
w  ith  the  accustomed  hospitality,  when  they  come  to  Albany 
or  Schenectady,  to  treat,  or  give  intelligence  of  publick 
affiirs,  or  upon  a  visit;  and,  for  this  purpose,  that  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  Dollars  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
said  Commissioners,  subject  to  account. 

That  the  said  Commissioners  be  directed  to  employ  two 
Blacksmiths,  for  reasonable  salaries,  to  reside  among  and 
work,  for  the  Indians  of  the  Six  NafiuJis. 

That  the  said  Commissioners  be  empowered  to  employ 
an  Interpreter,  with  a  salary  of  2'2-2  1-5  Dollars,  by  the 
year,  commencing  the  1:2th  day  of  this  month,  who  shall 
also  be  allowed  his  travelling  expenses,  to  be  settled  by  the 
Commissioners  ;  and  James  Deane,  if  they  judge  him  w'ell 
qualified,  is  recommended  to  execute  this  office. 

That  twenty-three  Dollars  be  paid  to  James  Deane,  over 
and  above  the  seventy-live  Dollars  advanced  him  by  the 
Commissioners,  for  his  past  services. 

On  motion  made,  Hesolred,  That  three  members  be 
added  to  the  Committee  on  the  Albany  Treaty,  and  that 
tliey  be  directed  to  consider  of  a  plan  for  carrying  on  a 
Trade  with  the  Indians,  and  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
)irocuring  tioods  proper  for  that  Trade. 

The  members  added:  Mr.  fl'ilson,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr. 
I.cu-is. 

Whereas  M.ijor  lluv'uj,  from  the  situation  of  his  private 
affairs,  cannot  attend  the  business  of  a  Commissioner  for 
Indian  AlFairs,  and  having  by  his  Letter  desired  to  be  ex- 
cused from  that  service, 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  he  assigned  for  electing  a 
Commissioner  for  Indian  Aflairs  in  the  Northern  Depart- 
ment, in  the  room  of  Mr.  Hawlcy. 

Information  being  given,  that  certain  frauds  have  been 
atteninted  in  execuiiii::  contracts  for  the  Continent, 
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Resolved,  Tliat  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to 
inquire  into  lliis  matter. 

The  members  chosen:  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr. 
Johnson,  Colonel  Lee,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Application  being  made  by  Mr.  Jay,  in  behalf  of  Lieu- 
tenant Hamar,  one  of  the  prisoners  at  Trenton,  for  leave 
to  reside  with  Mr.  Duer,  near  Saratoga,  the  same  was 
granted,  he  to  be  on  the  same  parole  as  heretofore,  with  this 
variation :  not  to  go  farther  tlian  twelve  miles  distant  from 
the  place  now  assigned  him. 

Application  being  also  made  in  behalf  of  Lieutenant 
Symcs,  a  prisoner  now  in  the  Jail  of  this  City,  for  leave  to 
reside  at  Trenton,  on  the  same  parole  as  the  other  Ofticers 
there,  the  same  was  granted. 

Information  being  given  by  the  Committee  of  Inspection 
of  this  City,  that  sundry  persons  have  refused  to  receive  in 
payment  or  give  a  currency  to  the  Bills  issued  by  order  of 
this  Congress,  and  also  to  those  emitted  by  the  Assembly 
of  this  Province, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  seven,  who  are  to  take  the  same  into  consideration,  and 
make  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

The  inembers  chosen :  Mr.  Jay,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  >?. 
Adams,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  fVythe,  Mr.  E.  Rutlcdgc,  and 
Mr.  Jefferson. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  post- 
poned, and  the  Orders  of  the  Day  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  November  24,  1775, 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  despatches  be  sent  to 
the  Colony  Agents  in  England,  by  Mr.  Morris's  Vessel, 
which  will  be  ready  to  sail  on  Monday  next. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  intercepted  Letters  were 
referred  brought  in  their  Report ;  whicli  being  read  and 
agreed  to, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommitted  to  the  same  Commit- 
tee, and  that  they  have  the  extracts  agreed  to  published, 
together  with  an  authentick  account  of  the  capture  of  Chaia- 
bly  and  St.  John's,  and  to  have  one  thousand  copies  struck 
off,  to  go  with  the  despatches. 

That  the  said  Committee  prepare  a  Letter  to  the  Colo- 
ny Agents,  to  go  by  Mr.  31orris's  Vessel. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  Indian 
Commissioner,  in  the  room  of  Major  Hawley. 

Timothy  Edwards  was  unanimously  elected. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  Cominittee  of  three 
be  appointed,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  North- 
Carolina,  and  report  to  Congress  what,  in  their  opinion,  is 
necessary  to  be  done  for  its  safety  and  security. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  E.  Rulledge,  Mr.  Jeff'erson, 
and  iNIr.  Paca. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  tlie  consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  General  Washington's  Let- 
ter, and  the  same  being  again  read,  and  after  being  debated, 
referred  till  to-morrow. 

A  Petition  from  Doivnham  Newton  was  presented  and 
read. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  same  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  three. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Allen,  and 
Mr.  Jay. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers  pay 
such  sums  of  Money  as  the  Committee  for  promoting  the 
manufacture  of  Saltpetre  shall  draw  Orders  upon,  or  apjily 
to  them  for,  not  exceeding  1,000  Dollars,  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  said  Committee. 

That  in  case  the  Committee  for  promoting  the  manufac- 
ture of  Saltpetre  cannot  procure  persons  to  go  to  J'irginia 
for  that  purpose,  it  be  recommended  to  the  gentlemen 
who  are  desired  and  empowered  to  superintend  and  forward 
the  work  in  that  Colony  to  employ  any  skilful  managers 
they  can  meet  with,  to  undertake  it. 

A  Petition  from  Captain  Dttgal  McGregor  was  present- 
ed and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  three, 
above  appointed. 

The  Committee  on  the  Treasury  brought  in  their  Report; 


which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
to-morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  post- 
poned, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  November  25,  1775. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Field-Officers 
for  the  Battalion  raising  in  Fcnnsylvania,  when  John  Bull, 
Esq.,  was  elected  Colonel ;  James  Irvine,  Esq.,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel ;  Anthony  James  Morris,  Major. 

Resolved,  That  DIonday  next  be  assigned  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  Adjutant  and  a  Quartermaster  for  the 
Second  Battalion  raised  in  New-Jersey,  and  of  an  Adju- 
tant and  Quartermaster  for  the  Battalion  raised  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Resolved,  That  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  for  taking 
into  consideration  the  Memorials  of  the  Tea-Holders  in 
Neic-York  and  Philadelphia. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to 
John  llinchman,  for  Provisions  furnished  to  several  Rifle 
Companies,  the  sum  of  65.2  Dollars. 

Christopher  Haine,  for  Kettles  and  Canteens  furnished 
to  Captain  Stevenson  and  Captain  Ross's  Companies,  the 
sum  of  35.8  Dollars,  which  ought  to  be  paid  to  Gibson  ^■ 
Aston. 

Richard  Bache,  Deputy  Postmaster,  for  sundry  postages, 
from  the  14th  of  October  to  8th  November,  1775,  inclu- 
sive, 31.1  Dollars. 

Thomas  Dcwees,  for  dieting  the  crew  of  the  Ship  Re- 
becca &)■  Francis,  the  sum  of  44.4  Dollars. 

Levi  Ilollingsworth,  for  expenses  of  himself  and  three 
others,  to  Ticonderoga  and  back  again,  who  took  with  them 
a  sum  of  money  for  General  Schuyler,  the  sum  of  128 
Dollars. 

Andrew  Bunker,  for  Blankets  and  Kettles  furnished 
Captain  Stevenson's  Company  by  Anthony  Noble,  41.4 
Dollars. 

Dr.  Franklin,  for  the  expenses  of  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr. 
Lynch,  and  himself,  on  their  journey  to  the  Camp  at  Cam- 
bridge, including  Carriage  Hire,  &.C.,  the  sum  of  .581.9 
Dollars;  and  for  other  moneys  paid  by  him  for  the  Conti- 
nental service,  including  20  Dollars  advanced  to  Christo- 
pher Madeira,  and  to  be  charged  to  him,  the  sum  of  72.7 
Dollars. 

John  Sterrct,  for  Goods  furnished  by  Joseph  Holmes  to 
Captain  Morgan's  Company,  to  be  charged  to  said  Com- 
pany, the  sum  of  55.9  Dollars. 

IVilliam  Jf'est,  for  Goods  furnished  by  John  Holmes  to 
Captain  Cluggage's  Company,  the  sum  of  281.3  Dollars; 
of  wliich  sum,  35  12-90  Dollars  being  for  Blankets  charged 
to  the  Continent,  and  the  remainder  to  Captain  Cluggage's 
Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  General  ll'ashington's  Letter,  and 
the  same  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  so  much  of  the  Letter  from 
General  Washington  to  the  President,  dated  the  8th 
instant,  as  relates  to  the  disposal  of  the  Vessels  and  Car- 
goes belonging  to  the  enemy,  which  shall  fall  into  the  hands 
of  or  bo  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies, 
and  so  much  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Congress, 
which  lately  went  to  the  Camp  at  Cambridge,  as  related 
to  that  subject,  were  referred,  have  examined  the  matter 
thereof,  and  directed  the  same,  as  it  appears  to  them,  together 
with  the  Resolutions  of  the  Committee  thereupon,  to  be  re- 
ported as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  from  undoubted  informa- 
tion, that  many  vessels  which  had  cleared  at  the  respective 
custom-houses  in  these  Colonies,  agreeable  to  the  regula- 
tions established  by  acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  have  in  a 
lawless  manner,  without  even  the  semblance  of  just  authori- 
ty, been  seized  by  His  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  and  carried 
into  the  harbour  o(  Boston  and  other  ports,  where  they 
have  been  rifled  of  their  cargoes,  by  orders  of  His  Majes- 
ty's naval  and  military  officers  there  commanding,  without 
the  said  vessels  having  been  proceeded  against  by  any  form 
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of  trial,  and  without  llie  charge  of  having  offended  against 
any  law. 

It  further  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  orders  have 
been  issued,  in  His  Majesty's  name,  to  the  commanders  of 
his  ships  of  war,  "  to  proceed  as  in  the  case  of  actual  rebel- 
lion against  such  of  the  sea-port  Towns  and  places,  being 
accessible  to  the  King's  ships,  in  which  any  troops  shall  be 
raised  or  military  works  erected  ;"  under  colour  of  which 
said  orders  the  commanders  of  His  Majesty's  said  ships  of 
war  have  already  burned  and  destroyed  the  flourishing  and 
populous  Town  of  Falmouth,  and  have  fired  upon  and 
much  injured  several  other  Towns  within  the  United  Colo- 
nies, and  dispersed,  at  a  late  season  of  the  year,  hundreds 
of  helpless  women  and  children,  with  a  savage  hope  that 
those  may  perish  under  the  approaching  rigours  of  the  sea- 
son, wlio  may  chance  to  escape  destruction  from  fire  and 
sword — a,  mode  of  warfare  long  exploded  amongst  civilized 
nations. 

It  also  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  good  people 
of  these  Colonies,  sensibly  affected  by  the  destruction  of 
tlieir  property  and  other  unprovoked  injuries,  have  at  last 
determined  to  prevent,  as  much  as  possible,  a  repetition 
thereof,  and  to  [irocure  some  reparation  for  the  same,  by  fit- 
ting out  armed  vessels  and  ships  of  force  ;  in  the  execution 
of  which  commendable  designs,  it  is  possible  that  those  who 
have  not  been  instnunental  in  the  unwarrantable  violences 
above  mentioned  may  sufler,  unless  some  laws  be  made  to 
regulate,  and  tribunals  erected  comjietent  to  determine  the 
jiropriety  of  captures;  whereupon,  your  Committee  came 
to  the  following  Resolutions : 

1st.  That  all  such  ships  of  war,  frigates,  sloops,  cutters, 
and  armed  vessels,  as  are  or  shall  be  employed  in  the  pre- 
sent cruel  and  unjust  war  against  the  United  Colonics,  and 
shall  fall  into  the  hands  of  or  be  taken  by  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  be  seized  and  forfeited,  to  and  for  the  puposes 
hereinafter  mentioned. 

2ii.  That  all  transport  ves3:jls  in  the  same  service,  having 
on  board  any  troops,  arms,  anununition,  clothing,  provi- 
sions, or  military  or  naval  stores,  of  what  kind  soever,  and 
all  vessels,  to  whomsoever  belonging,  that  shall  be  employ- 
ed in  carrying  provisions  or  other  necessaries  to  the  Bri- 
tish Army  or  Armies,  or  Navy,  that  now  are  or  shall  here- 
after be  within  any  of  the  United  Colonics,  shall  be  liable 
to  seizure;  but  that  the  said  cargoes  only  be  liable  to  for- 
feiture and  confiscation,  unless  the  said  vessels  so  employed 
bebng  to  an  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  these  United  Colo- 
nies; in  which  case  the  said  vessel  or  vessels,  together  with 
her  or  their  cargoes,  shall  be  liable  to  confiscation. 

;3d.  That  no  master  or  commander  of  any  vessel  shall  be 
entitled  to  cruise  for  or  make  prize  of  any  vessel  or  cargo 
before  he  shall  have  obtained  a  commission  from  tha  Con- 
gress, or  from  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  for  that 
jiurpose  appointed,  in  some  one  of  the  United  Colonics. 

■1th.  That  it  be  and  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  seve- 
ral Legislatures  in  the  United  Colonies, -as  soon  as  possible, 
to  erect  courts  of  justice,  or  give  jurisdiction  to  the_ courts 
now  in  being,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  concerning  the 
captures  to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  and  to  provide  that  all 
trials  in  such  case  be  had  by  a  jury,  under  such  qualifications 
as  to  the  respective  Legislatures  shall  seem  expedient. 

5tli.  That  all  prosecutions  shall  be  commenced  in  the 
court  of  that  Colony  in  which  the  captures  shall  be  made. 
But  if  no  such  court  be  at  that  time  erected  in  the  said 
Colony,  or  if  the  cai)ture  be  made  on  open  sea,  then  the 
prosecution  shall  be  in  the  court  of  such  Colony  as  the 
captor  may  find  most  convenient,  provided  that  nothing 
contained  in  this  resolution  shall  be  construed  so  as  to 
enable  the  captor  to  remove  his  prize  from  any  Colony 
competent  to  determine  concerning  the  seizure,  after  be 
shall  have  carried  the  vessel  so  seized  within  any  harbour 
of  the  same. 

6tli.  That  in  all  cases  an  appeal  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
Congress,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall  appoint 
for  the  trial  of  appeals,  provided  the  appeal  be  demanded 
within  five  days  after  definitive  sentence,  and  such  appeal 
be  lodged  with  the  Secretary  of  Congress  within  forty  days 
afterwards,  and  provided  the  party  appealing  shall  give  se- 
curity to  prosecute  the  said  appeal  to  etTect ;  and  in  case 
of  the  death  of  the  Secretary,  dm-ing  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, then  the  said  appeal  to  be  lodged  in  Congress  within 
twenty  days  after  the  meeting  thereof. 


7th.  That  when  any  vessel  or  vessels  shall  be  fitted  out  at 
the  expense  of  any  private  person  or  persons,  then  the  cap- 
tures made  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  the 
said  vessel  or  vessels ;  that  where  the  vessels  employed  in 
the  capture  shall  be  fitted  out  at  the  expense  of  any  of  the 
United  Colonies,  then  one-third  of  the  prize  taken  shall 
be  to  the  use  of  the  captors,  and  the  remaining  two-thirds 
to  the  use  of  (he  said  Colony;  and  where  the  vessels  so 
employed  shall  be  fitted  out  at  the  Continental  charge,  then 
one-third  shall  go  to  the  captors,  and  the  remaining  two- 
thirds  to  the  use  of  the  United  Colonics;  provided,  never- 
theless, that  if  the  capture  be  a  vessel  of  war,  then  the 
captors  shall  be  entitled  to  one-half  of  the  value,  and  the 
remainder  shall  go  to  the  Colony  or  Continent,  as  the  case 
may  be,  the  necessary  charges  of  condemnation  of  all 
prizes  being  deducted  before  any  distribution  made. 

8th.  That  the  captures  heretofore  made,  by  vessels  fitted 
out  at  the  Continental  charge,  were  justifiable,  and  that  the 
distribiuion  of  the  captor's  share  of  the  prizes,  by  General 
fVashington,  be  confirmed,  which  is  as  follows,  viz: 
Captain  or  Connnander,    -  G     Mate,    -----    li 

First  liieutenant,     -     -     -  ,j     Gunner,      -     -     -     -   ]| 

Second  Lieutenant,      -     -  4     Boatswain,-     -     -     -  IJ 

Surgeon,       -----  4     Gunner's  Mate,     -     -   li 

Master,    ------  ,3     Sergeant,     -     -     -     -   IJ 

Steward,       -----  2     Privates,     .     -     -     -   1 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  who 
brought  in  the  foregoing  Report,  after  consulting  the  books, 
report  whether  any  and  what  addition,  in  their  opinion,  may 
be  made  to  the  second  Resolution. 

Resolved,  That  that  part  of  General  IVcishingion's  Let- 
ter, No.  7,  of  the  11th  instant,  respecting  the  capture  of  a 
'V^essel  by  the  inhabitants  o( Xcw-Ilampshire,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  who  brought  in  the  foregoing  Report, 
and  that  they  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  Rules  for 
the  American  Navy ,&ic.;  but  not  having  time  to  finish  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned till  Monday  next. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

:Moncl;iy,  November  27,  1775. 

A  report  prevailing  that  young  Mr.  Skt?ie,  who  was  a 
prisoner  in  Connecticut,  has  made  his  escape  from  Hart- 
ford, 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed, to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  this  re|)ort. 

That  the  Delegates  of  Connecticut  be  a  Committee  for 
the  |)urpose  expressed  in  the  foregoing  Resolution. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  orders  issue  to  Lord 
Stirling  to  collect  the  Troops  raised  in  Xeiv-Jcrsci/,  (ex- 
cept the  six  Companies  ordered  to  the  Fortresses  on  Jlud- 
so7is  River,)  and  place  them  in  barracks  in  the  eastern 
division  of  New-Jerseij,  as  contiguous  to  Neiv-  York  as  may 
be,  there  to  remain  till  further  orders  fiom  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  the  Convention 
of  Neiv-  York,  requesting  them  to  use  their  utmost  en- 
deavours to  furnish  tl'.e  Troops  raised  in  Xeu-Jersey,  for  the 
defence  o( New-  York,  with  as  many  Arms  as  they  can  spare. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  Oflicers: 

Mr.  Ephruiin  Anderson  was  elected  Adjutant,  and  Mr. 
liaddcl  Shinn  Quartermaster,  of  the  Battalion  raised  in 
the  Western  division  o(  New-Jersey. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Troops  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Continent  be  supplied  with  Fuel  and  Bedding 
at  the  expense  of  the  Continent. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers  for 
the  sum  of  :j,000  Dollars,  in  favour  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  for  Pennsylvania,  to  be  applied  tow'ards  the  pay  of 
the  Battalion  raised  in  Pennsylvania ;  the  said  Committee 
to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  said  sum. 

A  Letter  from  General  IVashington,  of  the  IDth  Novem- 
ber, enclosing  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Arnold,  of 
the  27th  October,  was  read. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Commiiiee  on  the  dispuies  between  Con- 
necticut and  Pennsylvania ;  and,  after  some  debate. 
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Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recommitted,  and  that  it  be 
an  instruction  to  the  Committee  to  hear  evidence  on  the 
possession  and  jurisdiction  of  the  lands  in  dispute,  and  re- 
duce to  writing  such  parts  of  the  evidence  adduced  to  them 
as  tiiey  shall  think  proper,  and  lay  the  same  before  Con- 
gress. 

As  three  of  the  Committee  are  absent,  viz  :  Mr. ,/.  Rui- 
Icdgc,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  Kinscij, 

Jicsvli-cil,  That  three  members  be  elected  in  their  stead. 

The  members  chosen:  Mr.  JVylhc,  Mr.  Ji/y,  and  Mr. 
Hooper. 

The  Committee  on  the  state  o( North- Carolina  brou;^lit 
in  their  Rejiort,  which  was  read. 

The   several  matters   to  this  day   referred    bt 
poned, 

.\djourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


post- 


Tuosdjy,  November  2S,  1775. 

On  motion  made,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  call  on 
tlie  several  persons  appointed  to  sign  the  Continental  Bills, 
and  desire  them,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  finish  the 
numbering  and  signing  said  Bills,  as  the  money  is  much 
wanted. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Rules 
(or  llie  regulation  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and 
the  same  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  were  agreed  to,  as 
follows : 

Rules  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Navi/  of  the   United 
Colonies. 

The  commanders  of  all  ships  and  vessels,  belonging  to 
the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  are  strictly  required  to  show 
in  themselves  a  good  example  of  honour  and  virtue  to  their 
officers  and  men,  and  to  be  very  vigilant  in  inspecting  the 
behaviour  of  all  such  as  arc  under  them,  and  to  discounte- 
nance and  suppress  all  dissolute,  immoral,  and  disorderly 
practices,  and  also  such  as  are  contrary  to  the  rules  of  dis- 
cipline and  obedience,  and  to  correct  those  who  are  guilty 
of  the  same,  according  to  the  usage  of  the  sea. 

The  commanders  of  the  ships  of  the  thirteen  United 
Colonies  are  to  take  care  that  divine  service  be  performed 
twice  a  day  on  board,  and  a  sermon  preached  on  Sundaijs, 
unless  bad  weather  or  other  extraordinary  accidents  [ire- 
vent  it. 

If  any  shall  be  heard  to  swear,  curse,  or  blaspheme  the 
name  of  God,  the  commander  is  strictly  enjoined  to  punish 
them  for  every  otience,  by  causing  them  to  wear  a  wooden 
collar,  or  some  other  shameful  badge  of  distinction,  for  so 
long  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper.  If  he  be  a  commissioned 
olficer,  he  shall  forfeit  one  shilling  for  each  oflence,  and  a 
warrant  or  inferior  officer,  six  pence.  He  who  is  guilty  of 
drunkenness,  if  a  seaman,  shall  be  put  in  irons  until  he  is 
sober ;  but  if  an  officer,  he  shall  forfeit  two  days'  pay. 

No  commander  shall  inflict  any  jiunishment  upon  a  sea- 
man beyond  twelve  lashes  upon  his  bare  back,  with  a  eat- 
o'-nine-tails  ;  if  the  fault  shall  deserve  a  greater  punish- 
ment, he  is  to  apply  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Navy,  in  order  to  the  trying  of  him  by  a  court-martial  ;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  he  may  put  him  under  confinement. 

The  commander  is  never,  by  his  own  authority,  to  dis- 
charge a  commission  or  warrant  officer,  nor  to  jjunish  or 
strike  liim,  but  he  may  suspend  or  confine  them,  and  when 
he  comes  in  the  way  of  a  Commander-in-Chief,  apply  to 
him  for  holding  a  court-martial. 

The  fifficer  who  commands  by  accident  of  the  Cajitain's 
absence,  (unless  he  be  absent  for  a  time  by  leave,)  shall 
not  order  any  correction  but  confinement,  and,  upon  the 
Captain's  return  on  board,  he  shall  then  gl\e  an  account 
of  his  reasons  for  so  doing. 

The  Captain  is  to  cause  the  articles  of  war  to  he  hung 
up  in  some  publick  place  of  the  ship,  and  read  to  the  ship's 
company  once  a  month. 

Whenever  the  Captain  shall  enlist  a  seaman,  he  shall 
take  care  to  enter  on  his  books  the  time  and  terms  of  his 
entering,  in  order  to  his  being  justly  paid. 

The  Captain  shall,  before  he  sails,  make  return  to  and 
leave  with  the  Congress,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  the 
Congress  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose,  a  complete  list  of 
all  his  officers  and  men,  with  the  time  and  terms  of  their 
entering,  and,  during  his  cruise,  shall  keep  a  true  account 


of  the  desertion  or  death  of  any  of  them,  and  of  the  enter- 
ing of  others  ;  and  after  his  cruise,  and  before  any  of  them 
are  paid  off,  he  shall  make  return  of  a  complete  list  of 
the  same,  including  those  who  shall  remain  on  board  his 
ship. 

The  men  shall,  at  their  request,  be  furnished  with  slops 
that  are  necessary,  by  the  Ca|)tain  or  Purser,  who  shall 
keep  an  accoimt  of  the  same  ;  and  the  Captain,  in  his  re- 
turn, in  the  last  mentioned  article  directed  to  be  made,  shall 
mention  the  amount  delivereil  to  each  man,  in  order  to  its 
being  stopped  out  of  his  pay. 

As  to  the  term  "inferior  officer,"  the  Captain  is  to  take 
notice  that  the  same  does  not  include  any  commission  nor 
any  warrant  officer,  except  the  second  master,  surgeon's 
mate,  cook,  armourer,  gunsmith,  master-at-arms,  and  sail- 
maker. 

The  Captain  is  to  take  care,  when  any  inferior  officers  or 
volunteer  seamen  are  turned  over  into  the  ship  under  his 
command,  from  any  other  shij),  not  to  rate  them  on  the 
ship's  books  in  a  worse  quality,  or  lower  degree  or  station, 
than  they  served  in  the  ship  they  were  removed  from  ;  and, 
for  his  guidance,  he  is  to  demand  from  the  commander  of 
the  ship,  from  which  they  are  turned  over,  a  list,  under 
his  hand,  of  their  names  and  qualities. 

Any  ofticer,  seaman,  or  others,  entitled  to  wages  or  prize 
money,  may  have  the  same  paid  to  his  assignee,  provided 
the  assignment  be  attested  by  the  Captain  or  commander, 
the  master  or  purser  of  the  ship,  or  a  chief  magistrate  of 
some  County  or  Corporation. 

The  Captain  is  to  discourage  the  seamen  of  his  ship  from 
selling  any  part  of  their  wages  or  shares,  and  never  to  attest 
the  letter  of  attorney  of  any  seaman,  until  he  is  fully  satis- 
fied that  the  same  is  not  granted  in  consideration  of  money 
given  for  the  purchase  of  his  wages  or  shares. 

When  any  inferior  officer  or  seaman  dies,  the  Captain  is 
forthwith  to  make  out  a  ticket  for  the  time  of  his  service, 
and  to  send  the  same,  by  the  first  safe  conveyance,  to  the 
Congress,  or  agents  by  them  for  that  purpose  appointed,  in 
order  to  the  wages  being  forthwith  paid  to  the  executors  or 
administrators  of  the  deceased. 

A  convenient  place  shall  be  set  apart  for  sick  or  hurt 
men,  to  which  they  are  to  be  removed,  with  their  ham- 
mocks and  bedding,  when  the  surgeon  shall  advise  the  same 
to  be  necessary,  and  some  of  the  crew  shall  be  appointed 
to  attend  and  serve  them,  and  to  keep  the  place  clean. 

The  cooper  shall  make  buckets,  with  covers  anti  cradles, 
if  necessary,  for  their  use. 

All  ships  furnished  with  fishing  tackle,  being  in  sucli 
places  where  fish  is  lo  be  had,  the  Captain  is  to  employ 
some  of  the  company  in  fishing  ;  the  fish  to  be  distributed 
daily  to  such  persons  as  are  sick  or  upon  recovery,  (pro- 
vided the  surgeon  recommend  it,)  and  the  surplus,  by  turns, 
amongst  the  messes  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  without 
favour  or  partiality,  and  gratis,  without  any  deduction  of 
their  allowance  of  provisions  on  that  account. 

It  is  left  to  the  iliscretlon  of  commanders  of  squadron-; 
to  shorten  the  allowance  of  provisions  according  to  the  exi- 
gence of  the  service,  taking  care  that  the  men  be  punctually 
paid  for  the  same. 

The  like  power  is  given  to  Captains  of  single  ships,  in 
cases  of  absolute  necessity. 

If  there  should  be  a  want  of  pork,  the  Captain  is  to  order 
three  pounds  of  beef  to  bo  issued  to  the  men,  in  lieu  ol 
two  pounds  of  poi  k. 

One  ilay  in  every  week  shall  be  issued  out  a  proportion 
of  flour  and  suet,  in  lieu  of  beef,  for  the  seamen,  but  this 
is  not  to  extend  beyond  four  months'  victualling  at  one 
time,  nor  shall  the  Purser  receive  any  allowance  for  flour 
or  suet  kept  longer  on  board  than  that  lime;  and  there 
shall  be  supplied,  once  a  year,  a  proportion  of  canvass  for 
pu  Iding-bags,  after  the  rate  of  one  ell  for  every  sixteen 
men. 

If  any  ships  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  shall  hap- 
pen to  come  into  port  in  want  of  provision=i,  the  warrant 
of  a  Commander-in-Chief  shall  be  sufficient  to  the  agent, 
or  other  instrument  of  the  victualling,  to  supply  the  quan- 
tity wanted  ;  and  in  urgent  cases,  where  delay  may  be  hurt- 
ful, the  warrant  of  the  Capiain  of  the  ship  shall  be  oi 
equal  effect. 

The  Captain  is  fi-cquently  to  order  the  proper  officers 
to  in-pect  the  condition  of  the  provisions,  and  if  the  bread 
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proves  damp,  to  have  it  aired  upon  the  quarter-deck  or 
poop;  and  also  examine  the  flesii-cask,  and  il  any  ol  the 
pickle  be  leaked  out,  to  have  new  made  and  put  in,  and 
the  cask  made  tight  and  secure. 

The  Captain  or  Purser  shall  secure  the  clothes,  bedding, 
and  other  things  of  such  persons  as  shall  die  or  be  killed, 
to  be  delivered  to  their  executors  or  administrators. 

All  papers,  charter-parties,  bills  of  lading,  passports,  and 
other  writings  whatsoever,  found  on  board  any  ship  or  ships 
which  shall'lie  taken,  shall  be  carefully  preserved,  and  the 
originals  sent  to  the  court  of  justice  for  maritime  affairs, 
appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  the  Legislatures  in  the 
respective  Colonies,  for  judging  concerning  such  prize  or 
prizes ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  wilfully  or  negli- 
gently destroy,  or  suffer  to  be  destroyed,  any  such  paper 
or  papers,  he  or  they  so  offending  shall  forfeit  their  share 
of  such  prize  or  prizes,  and  suffer  such  other  punishment 
as  they  shall  be  judged  by  a  court-martial  to  deserve. 

If  any  person  or  persons  shall  embezzle,  or  steal,  or  take 
away  any  cables,  anchors,  sails,  or  any  of  the  ship's  furni- 
ture, or  any  of  the  powder,  arms,  ammunition,  or  provi- 
sions of  any  ship  belonging  to  the  thirteen  United  Colonics, 
be  or  they  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  a  court-martial 
shall  order. 

When  in  sight  of  a  ship  or  ships  of  the  enemy,  and  at 
such  other  times  as  may  appear  to  make  it  necessary  to 
prepare  for  an  engagement,  the  Capnin  shall  order  all 
things  in  his  ship  in  a  proper  posture  for  fight,  and  shall, 
in  his  own  person,  and  according  to  his  duty,  heart  on  and 
encourage  the  inferior  oflicers  and  men  to  fight  courageous- 
ly, and  not  to  behave  themselves  faintly  or  cry  for  quar- 
ters, on  pain  of  such  punishment  as  tlie  offence  shall  ap- 
pear to  deserve  for  his  neglect. 

Any  Captain  or  other  officer,  mariner  or  others,  who  shall 
basely  desert  their  duty  or  station  in  the  ship,  and  run  away 
while  the  enemy  is  in  sight,  or,  in  time  of  action,  shall  en- 
tice others  to  do  so,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punish- 
ment as  a  court-martial  shall  inflict. 

Any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  who  shall  begin,  excite, 
cause,  or  join  in  any  mutiny  or  sedition  in  the  ship  to  which 
he  belongs,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  shall  sulTer  death, 
or  such  other  punishment  as  a  court-martial  shall  direct. 

Any  person  in  or  belonging  to  the  ship,  who  shall  ulter 
any  words  of  sedition  and  mutiny,  or  endeavour  to  make  any 
mutinous  assemblies,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  shall 
suffer  such  punishment  as  a  court-martial  shall  inflict. 

None  shall  presume  to  quarrel  with  or  strike  his  supe- 
rior officer,  on  pain  of  such  punishment  as  a  couit-martial 
shall  order  to  be  inflicted. 

If  any  person  shall  apprehend  he  has  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint, he  shall  quietly  and  decently  make  the  same  known 
to  his  superior  officer,  or  to  the  Captain,  as  the  case  may 
require,  who  will  lake  care  that  justice  be  done  him. 

There  shall  be  no  quarrelling  or  fighting  between  ship- 
males  on  board  any  ship  belonging  to  the  thirteen  United 
Colonies,  nor  shall  there  be  used  any  reproachful  or  pro- 
voking speeches,  tending  to  make  quarrels  and  disturbance, 
on  pain  of  imprisonment,  and  such  other  punishment  as  a 
court-martial  shall  think  projier  to  inflict. 

If  any  person  shall  sleep  upon  his  watch,  or  negligently 
perform  the  duty  which  shall  be  enjoined  him  to  do,  or 
ibrsakc  his  station,  he  shall  sufler  such  punishment  as  a 
court-martial  shall  judge  proper  to  inllicl,  according  to  the 
nature  of  his  oflence. 

All  murder  shall  be  punished  with  dcnlli. 

All  robbery  and  theft  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion 
of  a  court-martial. 

Any  I\laster-at-Arms  who  shall  refuse  to  receive  such 
prisoner  or  prisoners  as  shall  be  committed  to  his  charge, 
or,  having  received  them,  shall  suffer  him  or  them  to  escape, 
or  dismiss  them  without  orders  I'or  so  doing,  shall  suffer  in 
his  or  their  stead,  as  a  court-martial  shall  order  and  direct. 

TheCaptains,  oflicers,  and  others,  shall  use  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  detect,  apprehend,  and  bring  to  punishment, 
all  offenders,  and  shall,  at  all  times,  readily  assist  the  ofli- 
cers appointed  for  that  purpose  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty,  on  pain  of  being  proceeded  against  and  punished  by 
a  court-martial  at  discretion. 

All  other  laults,  disorders,  and  misdemeanors,  which 
shall  be  committed  on  board  any  ship  bclonninL;  to  the 
thirteen  United  Colonics,  and  which  are  not  herein  men- 
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tioned,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  laws  and  cus- 
toms in  such  cases  at  sea. 

A  court-martial  shall  consist  of  at  least  three  Captains  and 
three  f^irst  Lieutenants,  with  three  Captains  and  three  First 
Lieutenants  of  Marines,  if  there  shall  be  so  many  of  the 
marines  then  present,  and  the  eldest  Captain  shall  pre- 
side. 

All  sea  oflicers  of  the  same  denomination  shall  take  rank 
of  the  officers  of  the  marines. 

Every  member  of  a  court-martial  shall  take  the  following 
oath,  vin : 

"  You,  .  .  .  .  ,  swear  that  you  will  well  and  truly  try, 
and  impartially  determine  the  cause  of  the  prisoner  now  to 
be  tried,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Colonies.     So  help  you  God." 

Which  oath  shall  be  administered  by  the  President  to 
the  other  members,  and  the  President  shall  himself  bo 
sworn  by  the  officer  in  said  court  next  in  rank. 

All  witnesses,  before  they  may  be  admitted  to  give  evi- 
dence, shall  take  the  following  oath,  viz: 

"  You  swear  the  evidence  you  shall  give,  in  the  cause 
now  in  hearing,  shall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth.     So  help  you  God." 

The  sentence  of  a  court-martial  for  any  capital  offence 
shall  not  be  put  in  execution  until  it  be  confirmed  by  tho 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  fleet;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  President  of  every  court-martial  to  transmit  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  fleet  every  sentence  which 
shall  be  given,  with  a  summary  of  the  evidence  and  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  by  the  first  opportunity. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  fleet,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, shall  have  power  to  pardon  and  remit  any  sentence  of 
death  that  shall  be  given  in  consequence  of  any  of  the 
aforementioned  articles. 

There  shall  be  allowed  to  each  man  serving  on  board 
the  ships  in  the  service  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies, 
a  daily  proportion  of  provisions,  according  as  is  expressed 
in  the  following  table,  viz: 

Sunday:  One  pound  bread,  one  pound  beef,  one  pound 
potatoes  or  turnips. 

Monday:  One  pound  bread,  one  pound  pork,  half  pint 
peas,  and  four  ounces  cheese. 

Tuesday:  One  pound  bread,  one  pound  beef,  one  pound 
potatoes  or  turnips,  and  pudding. 

H'ednesday :  One  pound  bread,  two  ounces  butter,  four 
ounces  cheese,  and  half  pint  of  rice. 

Thursday:  One  pound  bread,  one  pound  pork,  and  half 
pint  of  peas. 

Friday:  One  pound  bread,  one  pound  beef,  one  pound 
potatoes  or  turnips,  and  pudding. 

■Saturday:  One  pound  bread,  one  pound  poik,  half  pint 
peas,  and  four  ounces  cheese. 

Half  jiint  of  rum  per  man  every  ilay,  and  discretionary 
allowance  on  extra  duty,  and  in  time  of  engagement. 

A  pint  and  half  of  vinegar  for  six  men  per  week. 

The  pay  of  the  oflicers  and  men  shall  he  as  follows:* 

Prr  calendar  month.  Per  rulendar  month. 

Captain  or  Commander,  .'{f!:3-2  Cooper,       -     -     -Jjf'lo 

Lieutenants,  -     -     -     -  '20  Captain's  Clerk,    -  1.5 

Master, -20  Steward,      -     -     -  1;}..^ 

Males, 13  Chaplain,     -     -     -  ->() 

Boatswain,     -     -     -     -  15  Able  Seaman,  -     -  ()'p; 

Boatswain's  thirst  Mate,  9;^  Captain  of  Marines,  '26'^ 

Ditto  Second  Mate,      -  8  Lieutenants,     -     -  IS 

Gunner, 15  Sergeants,    -     -     -  8 

Gunner's  Mate,        -     -  lOJ  Corporals,   -     -     -  ~\ 

Surgeon,        -     -     -     -  ~lif  Fifer,      -     -     .     -  -t 

Surgeon's  Mate,       -     -  13;^  Drummer,  -     -     -  7.^ 

Carpenter,     -     -     -     -  15  Privates  or  Marines,  (jj; 
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Orders  of  Congress. 
AVe,  whose  hands  and  marks  are  hereunto  set  and  sub- 
scribed, being  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  do,  and  each 
of  us  doth  agree  to  and  with  .  .  .  ,  of  the  good  ship  called 
tho  .  .  .  ,  belonging  to  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  of 
}\ijrth-America,  now  bound  on  a  cruise  from  the  port  of 
.  .  .  ,  anainst  the  enemies  of  the  thirteen  United  Colo- 
nits  (f  Sorth-Aincrica,  in  manner  and  form  following, 
that  is  to  say : 

'  See  13tli  ami  19lh  of  Deccmbor,  1775. 
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In  the  first  place,  we  do  hereby  agree  for,  by,  and  under 
the  considerations  aftermentioned,  to  and  vvitli  the  said 
commander,  forthwitli  to  enter  and  ship  ourselves,  and  in 
due  and  seasonable  time  to  repair  on  board  the  said  ship, 
called  the  .  .  .  ,  and  during  the  term  of  ...  .  months,  to 
the  utmost  of  our  power  and  ability,  respectively,  to  dis- 
charge our  several  services  or  stations,  and  in  every  thing 
to  be  conformable  and  obedient  to  the  several  recjuirings 
and  lawful  commands  of  the  said  .  .  .  ,  and  his  successors 
in  command. 

Hccondly.  We  do  also  oblige  and  subject  ourselves  to 
serve  on  board  the  said  ship  during  the  said  cruise  ;  and  as 
she  is  a  ship-of-war,  we  do  severally  oblige  ourselves,  by 
these  articles,  to  comply  with  and  be  subject  to  the  rules 
and  discipline  of  the  American  fleet,  as  established  by  the 
Congress,  and  to  be  governed  and  commanded,  in  time  of 
action  with  an  enemy,  according  to  the  same  rules,  and 
submit  ourselves  to  the  same  punishments  and  penalties  as 
are  there  inflicted,  in  case  we,  or  any  of  us,  oft'cr  to  desert 
our  quarters,  or  not  obey  the  commands  of  the  said  .  .  .  , 
or  his  successors  in  command,  in  giving  chase  to  any  ship 
or  ships,  vessel  or  vessels,  or  otherwise;  and  if,  upon  a 
scrutiny  of  our  said  .  .  .  ,  or  his  said  officers,  we,  or  any 
of  us,  should  be  found  guilty  of  any  breach  contrary  to  the 
tenor  of  this  agreement,  or  any  act  of  cowardice,  we  do 
hereby  severally  submit  and  agree  to  allow  and  forfeit  our 
several  and  respective  shares  oi'and  in  any  prize  or  prizes 
we  shall  then  have  taken,  to  be  divided  amongst  the  said 
ship's  company. 

Thirdly.  \Ve  do  also  severally  agree  and  oblige  our- 
selves, that  when  any  prize  or  prizes  have  been  taken,  to 
follow  the  express  directions  of  the  said  .  .  .  ,  or  his  suc- 
cessors, in  boarding  the  said  prize,  and  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  any  officer  whom  the  said  ....  shall  appoint, 
and  be  assisting  to  him  to  carry  the  said  prize  to  whatever 
port  or  ports  such  prize  or  jirizes  shall  be  assigned  by  the 
said  ....  And  we  do  hereby  further  severally  agree 
and  covenant,  in  that  case,  to  be  true  and  faithful  in  dis- 
charge of  our  duty  and  trust,  and  will  not,  in  any  shape, 
embezzle,  defraud,  or  plunder  any  thing  on  board  such 
])rize  or  prizes;  and  in  case  any  or  either  of  us  shall  be 
ibund  guilty  of  any  breach  contrar}'  to  the  true  meaning  of 
this  agreement,  we,  and  such  of  us  being  guilty  thereof, 
do  hereby  severally  submit  and  agree  to  allow  so  much  of 
all  and  every  of  our  shares  and  part  of  our  shares  of  and 
in  the  said  prize  or  prizes  then  or  thence  after  to  be  taken, 
and  of  all  our  respective  wages  that  then  shall  be  due  and 
coming  to  us,  in  respect  of  our  services,  as  shall  make 
good  such  plunder  and  embezzlement  we  shall  have  been 
found  guilty  of. 

Fourthly.  And  it  is  also  further  agreed  to  be  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  all  ])arlies  hereto,  that  the  olUcer 
or  officers,  or  any  of  the  ship's  company  sent  on  boaid 
any  prize,  shall  have  as  good  a  share  and  interest  of  any 
prize  that  shall  be  thereafter  taken,  during  his  or  their  ab- 
sence, as  if  he  or  they  had  been  on  board  the  said  vessel 
at  the  time  of  taking  thereof,  any  thing  herein  contained 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Provided  always,  and  it 
is  hereby  agreed  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  said  last  above- 
mentioned  clause,  that  if  the  said  officer  or  officers,  and 
such  of  the  said  ship's  company  to  whom  the  conduct  and 
management  of  any  prize  has  been  intrusted,  do  not  (first 
having  accepted  the  commands  of  the  said  commander 
concerning  the  said  prize  under  his  or  their  custody)  im- 
mediately repaii'  to  the  respective  port  or  harbour  where 
the  said  .  .  .  ,  or  his  successors  in  cotmnand,  shall  order, 
or  do  not  proceed  with  the  said  prize  or  prizes  so  taken 
to  the  respective  port  or  ports  to  be  assigned  by  the  said 
....  for  the  time  being,  that  then,  and  in  failure  of  any 
or  either  of  the  agreements  aforesaid  contained  on  our 
parts,  we,  and  each  and  every  of  us  so  offending,  do  here- 
by severally  submit  and  a^ree  to  be  cashiered,  not  only  for 
our  several  and  respecti\e  interests  and  shares  of  and  in 
the  capture  of  prize-money,  but  totally  to  be  excluded  and 
divested  from  the  payment  of  any  wages  then  due  to  us, 
for  and  in  respect  of  our  several  services  on  board  the  said 
ship  .  .  .  ,  and  the  interest  and  shares  of  such  delinquents 
that  otherwise  would  have  accrued  to  us. 

Fifthly.  And  the  said  .  .  .  ,  for  and  in  behalf  of  him- 
self and  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  of  North- America, 
dull)  hereby  covenant  and  agree,  lo  and  with  the  said  ofli- 


cers,  seamen,  and  marines,  whose  names  or  marks  are  here- 
to set  and  subscribed,  to  pay  them,  in  consideration  of  such 
services,  so  much  money  per  month  as,  in  a  schedule  here 
undermentioned,  is  set  o|)posite  to  the  names  or  marks  of 
each  respective  officer,  seaman,  or  landman  ;  and  likewise 
advance  unto  each  and  every  of  them,  one  month's  pay  at 
entrance,  (due  security  for  the  same  being  first  given,)  the 
receipt  whereof  they  do  hereby  acknowledge. 

Sixthly.  And  as  an  encouragement  to  exert  the  valour 
of  the  seamen  and  marines  in  defending  the  said  ship,  and 
in  subduing  and  tlistressing  the  said  enemy,  the  said  .  .  .  , 
for  and  on  behalf  of  the  said  thirteen  United  Colonies  of 
North- America,  doth  further  covenant,  promise,  and  agree, 
to  and  with  all  and  every  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, parties  hereto,  that  in  case  any  prize  or  prizes  shall 
be  taken  by  the  said  ship,  during  the  intended  cruise,  that 
the  same  shall  be  proceeded  against  and  distributed  accord- 
ing to  the  resolutions  of  the  Congress. 

Seventhly.  And  it  is  by  these  presents  mutually  agreed 
and  consented  to,  by  and  between  the  said  .  .  .  ,  and 
every  the  oflicers,  seamen,  and  marines,  parties  thereto, 
that  in  case  the  commander  for  the  time  being  lose  a 
limb  in  an  engagement,  or  be  otherwise  disabled,  so  as  to 
be  rendered  incapable  afterwards  of  gelling  a  livelihood  to 
subsist  upon,  he  shall  receive,  out  of  the  nett  profits  of  such 
prize  or  prizes,  and  prize-goods,  if  so  much  arise,  before 
dividend  or  distribution  be  declared,  the  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred dollars;  or  if  he  lose  his  life,  his  widow  or  children 
(if  any)  shall  receive  the  said  bounty  of  four  hundred  dol- 
lars, together  with  all  prize-money  to  him  belonging  at  the 
time  of  his  decease.  And  if  the  Captain  of  marines,  or 
any  other  commission  or  warrant  oflicer,  lose  a  limb,  or  be 
otherwise  disabled,  so  as  to  be  rendeied  incapable  after- 
wards of  getting  a  subsistence,  he  or  they  so  disabled  shall 
receive  a  bounty  of  three  hundred  dollars,  if  so  much  arise 
from  the  nett  profits  as  aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  of  death, 
the  widow  or  children,  if  any,  is,  are,  and  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same,  together  with  their  share  of  prize-money 
due  at  the  time  of  their  decease.  And  if  an  inferior  offi- 
cer, marine,  or  sailor,  lose  a  limb,  or  be  otherwise  disa- 
bled, so  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  afterwards  of  getting 
a  subsistence,  he  or  they  shall  receive  a  bounty  of  two 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  deducted  as  aforesaid;  and  in  case 
of  death,  his  widow  or  children  (if  any)  is,  are,  and  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  same,  together  with  his  share  of  prize- 
rnoney  due  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 

He  who  first  discovers  a  ship  or  vessel  which  shall  af- 
terwards become  a  prize,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  double  share 
of  such  prize. 

There  shall  be  ten  shares  of  every  prize,  ^\hich  shall  be 
taken  and  condemned,  set  apart  to  be  given  to  such  infe- 
rior oflicers,  seamen,  and  marines,  as  shall  be  adjudged 
best  to  deserve  them  by  the  superior  officers,  who  shall  be 
appointed  to  make  such  determination. 

He  who  shall  first  board  a  ship  or  other  vessel,  making 
resistance,  which  shall  become  a  juize,  shall  he  entiiletl  to 
a  triple  share. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  parties  to  the  aforemen- 
tioned articles  and  orders,  that  any  of  the  officers,  sea- 
men, and  marines,  shall  be  liable  to  be  removed  by  the 
Congress  or  Committee  of  the  Congress,  duiing  the  recess 
thereof,  or  by  the  Connnander-in-Chief  of  the  American 
fleet  for  the  time  being,  from  the  aforesaid  vessel  to  any 
other  armed  vessel  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonics, 
any  thing  contained  in  the  foregoing  orders  and  articles 
notwithsianding. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  North- Carolina,  which  being  read, 
and  debated  by  paragraphs.  Congress  came  to  the  follov.-- 
ing  Resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Battalions  which  the  Congress 
directed  to  be  raised  in  the  Piovwca  o(  North- Carolina 
be  increased  to  the  Continental  Establishment,  and  kept  in 
pay  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Colonies  for  one  year 
from  this  time,  or  unlil  the  further  oider  of  Congress,  as 
well  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  good  people  of  that 
Colony  against  the  attacks  of  Ministerial  oppression,  as 
assisting  the  adjacent  Colonies. 

That  application  be  made  to  the  Councils  of  Safety  o! 
the  Piovince  o(  Pcinisylvania  and  South- Carolina,  for  so 
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much  Gunpowder  as  can  be  spared  for  ilie  immediate  sup- 
ply of  North-Carolina. 

Resolved,  Thai  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony  o\  ><orth- 
Carolina  be  directed  to  purchase  a  number  of  Drums, 
Fifes,  and  Colours,  suitable  to  the  said  Battalions,  and  that 
the  President  he  directed  to  draw  on  the  Continental  Trea- 
surers for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  Dollars,  for 
the  payment  thereof. 

That  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safely  of  Xorlh- 
Carolina  be  desired  to  employ  immediately  all  the  Gun- 
smiths in  that  Colony,  in  the  making  of  Muskets  and  Bay- 
onets, of  the  size  and  in  the  manner  reconnncnded  by 
Congress  the  4tli  of  tliis  instant,  November. 

That  two  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  be  applied  to,  to  go 
immediately  amongst  the  Regulators  and  Highlanders  in 
the  Colony  oi  North- Carolina,  for  the  ))urpose  of  inform- 
ing them  of  the  nature  of  the  present  dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies ;  that  the  gentlemen  to 
be  employed  be  allowed  each  forty  Dollars  per  month  for 
their  services,  and  that  the  Delegates  of  the  said  Colony 
be  empowered  to  apply  to  and  procure  persons  pro|)er  for 
this  business. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  or  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  of  North-  Carolina,  in  case  the  method  of 
defending  the  said  Colony  by  Minute-Men  be  inadequate 
to  the  purpose,  to  substitute  such  other  mode  as  to  them 
shall  appear  most  likely  to  effect  the  security  of  tliat  Co- 
lony. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  took 
into  consideration  the  Report  of  the  CouHiiiltee  on  the 
Memorials  of  the  Tea-hokiurs,  and  the  same  being  read 
and  debated, 

On  the  question  |)ut  to  agree  to  it, 

Carried  in  the  negative. 


Wednesday,  November  20,  1775. 

An  Express  arrived  w  ith  a  Letter  from  General  Schuyler, 
containing  an  account  of  the  Continental  Troops,  under 
General  Montgomery,  having  taken  possession  oi Montreal 
on  the  rith  instant,  which  was  read. 

The  Conmiittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of 
Downham  Newton,  of  the  Island  o(  Neiv-l^roviilciice,  set- 
ting forth  the  distress  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Island,  and 
offering  if  the  Congress  will  permit  him  to  export  one  hun- 
dred barrels  of  Flour  for  the  said  distressed  Inhabitants,  he 
will  give  any  reasonable  security  to  bring  back  such  a  quan- 
tity of  Muskets  as  can  be  procured  for  the  money  arising 
from  the  sale  of  the  said  Cargo,  brought  in  their  Rcpoil, 
which  being  taken  into  consideration,  was  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  o[  Doicnham 
Neivton  was  referred  have  iiad  the  same  uniler  their  con- 
sideration, and  come  to  the  following  Resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Downham-  Newton  should  be 
permitted  to  expoit  on  board  his  vessel,  on  the  terms  pro- 
posed in  his  petition,  such  Provisions  of  Flour  and  Pork 
as  he  shall  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Downham  Newton  should  give 
bond,  with  two  sufiicient  sureties,  in  a  penally  equal  to  dou- 
ble the  value  of  the  cargo  he  shall  have  laden  on  board  his 
vessel,  the  condition  of  which  bond  shall  be,  that  the  said 
Downham  Ncwion  shall,  on  or  before  the  loth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  inqiort  into  the  Port  o(  Newl/eru-,  in  the  Co- 
lony q{  North-Carolina,  and  thei'C  deliver  to  the  Com- 
manding Oilicer  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  that  Colony, 
good  Muskets  and  Bayonets,  or  Gunpowder,  to  the  full 
amount  of  the  proceeds  of  such  cargo;  and  that,  on  giving 
such  bond,  he  shall  receive  from  this  Congress  a  [lermit, 
to  he  signed  by  the  Pi'esidenl,  allowing  him  to  export  said 
cargo. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  executing  the 
above  business,  and  taking  the  bond  from  Domihain  New- 
ton, be  referred  to  the  Committee  who  brought  in  the  fore- 
going Report. 

Information  being  given  to  Congress  thai  lliei-e  is  a  large 
quantity  of  Powder  in  the  Island  of  Providence, 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Committee  take  measures 
for  securing  and  bringing  away  the  said  Powder  ;  and  that 
it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  Commltice,  in  ease  they 
can  secure  said  Powder,  to  have  it  brought  to  the  Port  of 


Vhiladelphia,  or  to  some  other  Port  as  near  Philadelphia 
as  can  be  with  safety. 

Resolved,  That  iNIr.  R.  Morris  be  added  to  the  forego- 
ing Committee. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Conmiittee  on  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  and  came  to  the 
following  Resolutions  thereon: 

Resolved,  That  a  quantity  of  Bills  of  Credit  be  emitted 
by  Congress,  amounting  to  Three  Millions  of  Dollars. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Connnittee  to  con- 
sult with  the  Printer,  and  report  the  number  and  denomi- 
nation of  the  Bills  to  be  emitted,  and  that  they  contract 
or  proper  paper  for  this  purpose. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  the 
Agents  brought  in  the  same,  which  was  read  and  agreed 
to,  a-;  follows : 

Gentlemen  :  The  manner  in  which  the  last  dutiful  Pe- 
tition to  His  Majesty  was  received,  and  the  subsequent 
Proclamation,  are  considered  by  Congress  as  further  proofs 
of  those  malignant  councils  that  surround  the  Sovereign 
and  distract  the  British  Emi)ire.  It  is,  however,  happy 
for  mankind  that  Ministers  can  form  destructive  plans  with 
much  more  facility  than  they  can  execute  them.  The  en- 
closed printed  detail  of  the  operations  in  Canada,  this  cam- 
paign, will  sufficiently  evince  what  little  success  is  likely  to 
attend  Rlmisterial  exertions  for  bringing  the  Catholicks  of 
Canada  and  the  savages  of  the  wilderness  to  war  on  the 
defenceless  women  and  children  of  unoflending  America. 
The  Canadians  are  much  too  liberal  to  be  made  instru- 
ments in  the  black  design  of  enslaving  their  brethren,  and 
the  Indians,  with  their  usual  sagacity,  have  by  the  firmest 
treaties  accepted  and  pledgeil  themselves  to  observe  the 
neutrality  which  Congress  desired. 

Neither  General  Gage  nor  his  successor  has  yet  been 
able  to  penetrate  into  the  country.  The  British  men  of 
war,  indeed,  that  formerly,  with  so  much  glory,  supported 
the  interest  and  the  honour  of  the  Nation,  have,  with  a 
wanton  barbarity  and  inhumanity  that  would  disgrace  sava- 
ges, burned  the  flourishing  but  defenceless  Town  o(  Fal- 
mouth, in  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  have 
frightened  many  of  the  weaker  sex,  with  their  children,  from 
other  places  on  the  sea-coast.  It  grieves  us  exceedingly  to 
see  the  British  arms  employed  in  such  a  manner,  and  for 
such  purposes  ;  but  we  hope  the  spirit  and  virtue  of  a  sen- 
sible Nation  will  soon  be  exerted  to  procure  justice  for  the 
innocent  oppressed  Colonies,  and  to  restore  harmony  and 
peace  to  the  British  Empire.  There  is  nothing  more  ar- 
dently desired  by  North-America  than  a  lasting  union  uilh 
Great  Britain,  on  terms  of  just  and  equal  liberty;  but  as 
men,  and  as  descendants  of  Britons,  the  good  people  of 
these  Colonies  will  rely  to  the  last  on  Heaven,  and  their 
own  virtuous  efforts,  for  security  against  the  abusive  system 
pressed  by  Administration  for  the  ruin  of  America,  and 
which.  If  pursued,  must  end  in  the  destruction  of  a  great 
Empire. 

The  intelligence  now  sent  is,  gentlemen,  to  prevent  the 
Nation  being  inqiosed  upon  by  misrepresentations,  and  to 
guard  against  mistakes  that  may  probably  aiise  from  want- 
ing a  true  state  of  facts.  We  cannot  suppose  that  a  brave 
and  sensible  people  will  he  prevented  by  proclamation  from 
furnishing  North-America  with  such  advice  and  assistance 
as  the  laws  permit,  and  justice  to  an  oppressed  people  de- 
mands. 

Oidered,  That  a  fair  copy  lie  made  and  signed  by  the 
President,  and  forwajiled  to  the  Agents. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five 
be  appointed,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  corresponding  with 
our  friends  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  other  parts  of 
the  world,  and  that  they  lay  their  correspondence  before 
Congress,  when  directed. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  make  |)rovision  to 
defray  all  such  expenses  as  may  arise  by  carrying  on  such 
correspondence,  and  for  the  payment  of  such  agents  as 
the  said  Conmiittee  may  send  on  this  service. 

The  members  chosen:  Mr.  Harrison,  Dr.  Franklin, 
I\Ir.  Johnson,  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

The  ('ommittee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Proclasnations  which  lately  appeared  in  the  Papers  brought 
in  their  Report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  for  the  perusal  of  the  membej's. 
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The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postjioned, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tliursilay,  Novemb.T  30,  1775. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed for  fitting  out  Ships  of  War  be  directed  to  engage 
Seamen  on  the  best  terms  in  their  power,  not  exceeding 
six  Dollars  and  two-thirds  for  the  best  able-bodied  Seanien 
per  month. 

Resolved,  That  the  Regulations  and  Articles  for  govern- 
ing and  manning  the  Ships  now  fitting  out,  as  they  have 
been  settled  by  Congress,  be  immediately  printed. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  revise  the  Journal  of  last  session  be  directed  to 
revise  the  Journal  of  the  present  session,  and  prepare  them 
for  the  press  ;  and,  also,  to  examine  whether  it  will  be  pro- 
per yet  to  publish  any  of  those  jiarts  omitted  in  the  Journal 
of  last  session  ;  and  as  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee, is  absent,  that  another  member  be  chosen  in  his 
room. 

The  member  chosen  :  Mr.  Wythe. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to 
report  a  Letter  of  Thanks  to  the  three  General  Officers  em- 
ployed in  the  Northein  Department,  for  their  services. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Jl'ilson,  Mr.  If.  Livingston, 
and  Mr.  Jay. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  Gen- 
eral Washington's  Letter  of  the  19th. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  be  directed  to  suspend  the 
raising  the  two  Battalions  of  Marines  out  of  bis  present 
Army. 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Battalions  of  Marines  be  raised, 
independent  of  the  Army  already  ordered  for  the  service 
in  31assafhusetts-Bay. 

On  a  motion  made,  and  question  put,  Resolved,  That  no 
Bounty  be  allowed  to  the  Army,  on  re-enlistment. 

Sundry  Letters  from  General  Schuyler,  IV.  Livingston, 
and  the  Committee  sent  to  the  Northward,  being  received, 
were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Gen- 
eral's Letter,  and  the  other  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Fridiiy,  December  1,  1775. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Letter 
from  General  Washington,  and,  after  debate,  came  to  the 
following  Resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  five  hundred  thousand  Dollars,  lately 
ordered,  be  forwarded,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  Gen- 
eral Washington,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  pay  such  Sol- 
diers as  will  re-enlist  for  the  succeeding  year  their  wages 
for  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  December,  and 
also  to  advance  ibem  one  month's  pay. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governments  of  A^€W-£rt^/anc/ be 
informed  of  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  relative  to  the 
pay  ordered  to  be  made  and  advanced  to  the  Army,  and 
be  desired  to  promote  the  recruiting  service  in  the  present 
Army,  as  well  as  in  their  several  Colonies. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Frederick  Coimty, 
Maryland,  being  received,  was  read,  containing  an  ac- 
count of  the  seizure  of  Major  Connolly  and  others,  and 
desiring  the  advice  of  Congress  with  regard  to  the  Pri- 
soners. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  said  Letter,  with  the 
))aper3  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  Delegates  of  T'irginia, 
who  are  desired  to  take  the  same  into  consideration,  and 
report  to  Congress. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  post- 
poned, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  December  2,  1775. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Northampton,  in  T'ir- 
ginia, with  sundry  papers,  containing  matters  of  importance, 
being  received,  was  read. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  Virginia. 
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Resolved,  As  one  of  the  members  of  that  Committee  is 
absent,  that  another  member  be  chosen,  and  added  to  the 
Committee,  in  the  room  of  the  member  absent. 

The  member  chosen  :  Mr.  Paca. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for 
fitting  out  Armed  Vessels  be  instructed  and  directed  to 
confer  with  Captain  Slone,  and  engage  him  and  bis  Ves- 
sel, on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  in  the  service  of  the 
Continent,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  or  destroying  the  Cut- 
ters and  Armed  Vessels  in  Chesapeake-Bay,  under  Lord 
Dunynore. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Harrison  do  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  Maryland,  and  be  empowered,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Delegates  of  that  Colony  to  this  Congress,  or  any  one 
or  more  of  them,  to  take  such  measures  as  appear  to  them 
most  effectual  to  procure,  with  all  possible  despatch,  on 
Continental  charge,  two  or  three  Armed  Vessels,  to  pro- 
ceed immediately,  to  cruise  on,  to  take  or  destroy  as  many 
of  the  Armed  Vessels,  Cutters,  and  Ships  of  War  of  the 
enemy  as  possible,  that  may  be  found  in  the  Bay  of  Chesa- 
feake  or  any  of  its  dependencies. 

Whereas  designs  are  formed,  by  certain  Ministerial  par- 
tisans in  the  Counties  o(  Norfolk  and  Princess- Anne,  and 
some  other  parts  of  Virginia,  on  Chesapeake-Bay,  under 
the  influence  of  Lord  Dunmore,  to  contravene  the  Non- 
Exportation  Agreement,  by  exporting  Provisions  and  other 
produce  of  that  counti-y  to  the  West-India  Islands,  and 
thereby  injure  the  interest  and  weaken  the  efforts  of  the 
United  Colonies  in  opposing  the  present  oppressive  sys- 
tem of  the  British  Ministry: 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Armed  Vessels  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  seize  and  detain,  until  the  further 
order  of  this  Congress,  all  such  Ships  and  Vessels  as  they 
may  find  employed  in  such  exportations  from  the  places 
aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  fitting  out  Armed 
Vessels  be  directed  to  employ  the  Armed  Sloop  com- 
manded by  Captain  Abraham  Whipple,  of  Rhode-Island, 
now  on  a  voyage  to  this  Port,  and  despatch  her  forthwith 
to  aid  the  Marine  business  to  the  Southward. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  fitting  out  Armed 
Vessels,  be  directed  to  prepare  a  proper  Commission  for 
the  Cajjtains  or  Commanders  of  the  Ships  of  War  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  Orders  issue  to  the  Colonel  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Battalion  now  in  the  Barracks,  to  send  a 
detachment  of  his  Regiment,  and  keep  a  regular  Guard 
on  the  wharves  of  Messrs.  ff'illing  fy  Morris,  and  Mr. 
Cuthbert,  to  take  care  of  the  Ships  and  Stores  belonging 
to  the  United  Colonies. 

The  House  of  Assembly  of  New-Jersey  having,  by  a 
Resolution  of  their  House,  passed  22d  November  last,  ac- 
cepted the  resignation  of  two  of  their  Delegates,  and  con- 
firmed the  remaining  three,  and,  by  another  Resolution, 
passed  the  30ih  of  said  month,  enlarged  their  power,  the 
same  were  read,  as  follows: 

"  New-Jersey  House  of  Assemblv, 
November  22,  1775. 

"The  House,  took  into  consideration  the  request  of  J. 
Kinsey  and  John  De  Hart,  Esqrs.,  two  of  the  Delegates 
appointed  by  this  House  to  attend  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, for  leave  to  resign  their  said  appointment: 

'•Resolved,  That  the  reasons  given  by  those  gentlemen 
for  their  resignation  appear  to  this  House  to  be  satisfactory, 
and  that  their  resignation  therefore  be  accepted  ;  there- 
upon, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  three  remaining  Delegates,  or  any 
two  of  them,  represent  the  Colony  during  the  present 
Continental  Conoress.'' 

"Tliursday,  November  30,  1775. 

"  The  House  taking  into  consideration  the  inconveni- 
ences arising  from  requiring  the  attendance  of  two  of  the 
Delegates  to  represent  the  Colony  in  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, 

"  Resolved,  That  any  one  of  the  three  Delegates  ap- 
pointed to  attend  the  Congress  be,  and  such  Delegate  is 
hereby  fully  authorized  to  represent  this  Colony  durin"' 
Congress. 

"  A  true  copy  from  the  votes  : 

"  RicH.vno  Smith,  Clerk  of  Asscmbhj.." 
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The   Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Commission,  whether  prizes  be  taken  by  vessels  fitted  out  in  the  pay 

Jcc     reported  the  same,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to.  of  the  Continent  or  by  others. 

Ordered    Tliat  three  hundred  be  immediately  printed.  Resolved,  That  such  as  are  taken  be  treated  as  pnson- 

'     ,    .            i     ■    I    I    \r   m     ,„■„  r„,.^;«o  f^r  ers  of  war,  but  with  humanity,  and  be  allowed  the  same 

Annlirai  on  beincr  made,  in  behall  olCaptam  Jc«frins,  lor  .             '                       .         ."         .         r   ../-..•       , 

Appiicauuii  uc]u„ ..     .  '                 ..        '       ,,      leU^H  ^f  rations   as   the    troops  in  the  service  of   the   Con  inent 

iMve  to  exDort  a  quantity  of  Provisions  to  the  Island  ol  '                               .    ■'       ■                 i      u           i     .i           i      ' 

leave  lo  ca^uii  a  j          j                           r  ■.    ■   \  ^u:,^„,^  that  the  oflicers,  beinii  in   nay,  siou  d  supply  ihemse  ves 

Nnntarket   for  the  interna   consumption  of  Its  inhabitants,  "'"'•    ""               '.         =       ,'    -^   ,         ,       r        .i    .  .i         i 

,yaniucKei,  lui  uic  '                           i                            Accpm  with  clothes,  their  bills  to  be  taken  therefor;   that  the  sol- 

nnd   t  bein'T  represented  that  he  had  applied  to  the  Assem-  ,.       ,     r      •  i     i        i 

anu  H  uciii„  icf          ,    ^   ,,          ;  ,    ,,'    n„,.   „„a  ,i,o.  tho  diers  be  furnished  as  they  now  are. 

hlv  or  General  Court  of  Massachusetts- Bay,  and  tliat  trie  n      ;      i  rni             l            i         r           •     .i              a 

uiy  or  ueiieidi  v^                             ,            ,J\,           ,.        ,  JTeso/ve^/,  That  as  the  number  of  men  in  the  new  Army 

(  omniittee  of  ra/j/iouw,  to  whom  he  was  by  tliem  releirea,  .      _,          ,'           t>      •        ■     ■       ■                      i      »           \ 

L-oniniiuet  oi  i  «  my       ,             ...    ,,„  f,,.^,,--,,^  ,..„„,  in  iliossat/uiiei^s-Z^nv  is  calculated  to  oppose  the  Army  at 

not    lavinw  It  in  their  power  to   urnish  the  provisions  want-  .    .                 ^                   ,      /-.     '      i    i      u   i  ."^    i 

not  ri.iyiM„               ,    ,',  •      ,    f,  „„.o.e  .^  L  cnnllprl  with  Boston,  it  is  not  expected  that  the  General  should  detach 

od  had  recommended  him  to  Congress,  to  be  supplied  witn  <•  •         \r       \-    ?          i       i              i       •. 

,  '  '                                  •     ,,      i\i?i  II          G„.,,i.  ,.„  r'^io  any  part  of  It  to  Atit'-lorAr  or  elsewhere,  unless  It  appear 

the  same  at  some  port  in  the  Middle  or  bouibein  Uolo-  /  i                           .     i     r     .■                        r, 

iiic  seme  ai,              I  j^  l^^^j^  necessary  so  to  do,  for  the  common  salety. 

""^^;    1       .    rr.1                ■    •       I             .„j  ,i,„  r'o^t.^;,,  tr.  Resolved,  Tliat  the  Troops  in  the  new  Army  be  paid 

Ordered,  That   permission  be  granted  the  Captain  to  '                              f                                  J         i 

carry   the    Provisions   specified   in    the  Certificate  of  the  n>ontlily. 

Co  nniiuee  of  F./mo,J,,  for  the  internal  consumption  of  R^^olved,  That  an  exchange  of  Prisoners  will  be  pro- 

,hp   inlKibitants   of  yantuckct,  the  Captain    giving   bond  P^r.  citizens  for  citizens,  officers  fur  officers  of  equal  rank, 

and   takincr  oath  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  this  and  soldier  for  soldier         „     ,      ,,     ^      .     ^.      ,       , 

City    to  pursue  their  instructions  in  his  voy'age,  and  to  use  ,i^^^f «''.  That  Ensign  Morland  be  detained  in  the  place 

his   utmost  endeavours  not  to  fall  into  the  power  of  the  ^vhere  he  now  is,  until  exchanged. 

' utters  or  Armed  Vessels  of  the  enemy.  i?e.o  iW,   That   this   Congress   approve   the  terms  on 

.         I     •       I    ■     I?  winch  the  artificers  of  different  sorts  have  been  employed 

The  Committee  on  the  Treasury  brought  in  their  Ke-  j^  ^j^^  ^^^^.  ^^^^  j,^^^  j,,^  General  go  on  upon  the  present 

port.                                                                       _  agreement,  as  being  the  best  that  can  probably  be  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  number  and  denominations  ot  the  Jiesolved,  That   the  General  be  directed  to  pick  out 

Bills  ordered  to  be  emitted  be  as  follows:  from  each  of  the  Rifle  Companies  such  as  are  not  marks- 

83,334  of  8  Dollars  each, ^tq^'-^^l  '"^"'  '^"''  '^'^'"'^^  ''"""  '"  ^"'^''  "^3""^'"  ^^  "'"  ^'^  ^""^"^^^ 

83,333  of  7           do.           583,3.31  with  an  allowance  of  pay  to  go  home,  if  they  do  not  choose 

83,333  of  6           do.           4JJ,JJb  ^^  g^^Ug^  j^^^^  ^^1^^^.  Bmtaijons,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  that 

83.333  of  5           do.           416,66o  all  receive  their  pay. 

83.334  of  4           do.           'tcl  i?wo/«c(/.  That  what  Artillery  of  different  kinds  can  be 

83,333  of  3           do.           3r^r  spared  kom  ^'eu- York  and  Croivn  Point,  he  ptocmei  and 

83,333  of  2          do.           o  ,  o*^ ,  forwarded  to  the  Army  before  5o47o/i. 

83,*33  of  1           do.           b:i,33-i  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  be 

3  000  000  directed  to  use  their  endeavours  to  find  out  and  engage  in 

'     .  '.  the  service  of  the  United  Colonics,  skilful   Engineers,  not 

Resolved,  That  the  Plates  used  in  the  last  emission  be  gj^^eeding  four,  on  the  best  terms  they  can ;  and  that  the 

used  for  striking  off  and  printing  the  above  Bills.  ^^jj  Committee  be  authorized  to  assure  such  able  and  skil- 

Resolvtd,  That  the  gentlemen  who  superintended  the  j-^^,  E,,,i„eers  as  will  engage  in  this  service,  that  they  shall 

Press  at  the  last  emission  be  empowered  to  superintend  the  receive' such  pay  and  appointments  as  shall  be  equal  to 

printing  these  Bills.  ^^I^^j  ([^g.,  i|g^,g  received  in  any  former  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  be  di-  Bcsolved,  That  the  Indians  of  St.  Frangois,  Pcnob- 

rected  to  think  of  proper  persons  for  signing  and  number-  ^^^^_  Stockbridi^re,  and  St.  John's,  and  other  Tribes,  may 

nig  said  Bills,  and  report  to  Congress.  j^g  g^Hgj  q„  i,rcase  of  real  necessity,  and  that  the  giving 

The   Congress   then   resumed  the  consideration  of  the  ihem  presents  is  both  suitable  and  proper. 

General's  Letter,  and  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Con-  Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three 

ference  who  went  to  Cambridge.  members  to  devise   the   best   mode  of  having   expresses 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  (persons  of  character)   posted  along  the  roads  at  different 

appointed  to  contract  for  supplying  the  Prisoners,  that  iNIr.  distances,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  early  and  frequent 

Franks,  of  this  City,  be  permitted  to  supply  the  Troops,  intelligence. 

now  Prisoners  in  this  Colony,  with  Provisions  and  other  The  members  chosen  :   Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Lewis,  and 

necessaries,  at  tlie  expense  of  the  Crown,  and  to  sell  his  Mr.  Deane. 

bills  for  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary  for  that  pur-  Resolved,  That  as  much  Lead  as  can  be  spared  from 

pose;  and  that  the  Committee  confer  with  Mr.  fVoH^s, and  the  Northern   Department,  and  is  wanted  at  Cambridge, 

know  of  him  whether  he  will  also  undertake,  on  the  same  (je  sent  down   from  Ticonderoga  to  Cambridge;  and  that 

terms,  to  supply  the  Prisoners  in  the  other  Colonies.  other  supplies  of  Lead  and  Flints  be  attended  to. 

/ifso/i,'Cf/,  That  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  consist  of  one  Resolved,  That  the  Congress  approve  the  General's 
Colonel,  two  Lieutenant-Colonels,  two  Majors,  and  twelve  fitting  out  Armed  Vessels  to  intercept  the  enemy's  sup- 
Companies,  plies. 

That  the  President  inform  the  General  that  two  gentle-  Resolved,  That  when  the  Army  receive  such  supplies 
men,  namely,  Thomas  Crafts,  Jun.,  and  George  Trott,  of  Powder  as  to  be  enabled  to  spare  some  to  the  country, 
Esqrs.,  have  been  recommended  to  Congress  as  proper  t|iat  it  be  sold  to  them  at  a  reasonable  price, 
persons  for  Field-Officers  in  said  Regiment,  and  that  the  Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to 
General  inquire  into  their  characters  and  abilities;  and  if,  inquire  what  articles  are  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Army, 
upon  inquiry,  he  shall  judge  them  proper,  and  that  the  anJ  how  they  may  be  procured,  and  make  report  to  Con- 
appointment  of  them  will  occasion  no  disturbance  or  dis-  trress. 

gust  in  the  Regiment,  that  he  appoint  them,  and  acquaint  °  Ordered,  That  the  Resolutions  passed  on  the  Gene- 
Congress  thereof.  ral's  Letters,  and  on  the  Re|)ori  of  the  Committee  of  Con- 
The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  ference,  and  such  other  Resolutions  as  relate  to  the  estab- 
of  the  Committee  of  Conference,  and  thereupon  came  to  lishment  of  the  new  Army,  not  already  forwarded,  be  sent 
the  following  Resolutions:  by  express  to  the  General. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  it  be  recommended  to  the  Assembly  or  ,j.|,g  Congress  being  informed  that  Mr.  Ethan  Allen, 

General  Court  of  the  Colony  of  M,ssacl,usetts-liay,lo  use  ^^,,^^  ^^,^^  ,j,,^g,^  prisoner  near  Montreal,  is  confined  in  irons 

all  the  means  in  their  power,  that  the  Army  before  Boston  ^^  j^^^^j  ^  ^^^^^1  ;„  ^,,g  j^j^g^  ^.^_  Lawrence, 

be  supplied  with  Wood  and  Hay,  on  the  most  reasonable  Ordered,  That  General  tVashington  be  directed  to  ap- 

*°''"'^'    ,     ,    ™,       .      ,                     ,  ,.  ,              r  ,       «  ply  to  General  Hotve  on  this  matter,  and   desire  he  may 

Resolved,   Ihat  in  the  new  establishment  ol  the  Army  (jg  exchant^ed 

the  General  Oflicers  be  not  allowed  Regiments,  nor  the  '          " 

Fielil-Oflicers  Companies.  The  several   matters  to  this  day  referred   being  post- 

]icsolved.  That  all  persons  taken  in  arms  on  board  any  poned, 

prize  bt;  deemed  prisoners,  at  the  disposal  of  the  General,  Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday  next. 
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Monday,  December  4,  1775. 

Information  being  given  to  Congress,  tiiat  Major  Pres- 
ton, who  was  taken  prisoner  at  St.  John's,  is  now  in  Town, 

Ordered,  That  !\lr.  Duane  call  upon  iiim,  and  obtain  a 
representation  of  facts,  how  he  came  here,  and  whether  he 
and  the  oilier  officers  have  any  liberty  granted  him,  with 
regard  to  the  place  of  his  conlinement. 

Information  being  given  to  Congress,  that  Major  Stop- 
ford,  notwithstanding  bis  parole,  is  endeavouring  to  de- 
bauch the  minds  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  of  Neic-Jersci/  be  direct- 
ed to  write  to  the  Committee  of  Trenton,  and  desire  them 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  and  behaviour  of  Major  Stoj)- 
ford  and  the  officers  there,  and  report  to  Congiess. 

The  Committee  to  w  bom  the  Accounts  from  Massnchu- 
setts-Bay  were  referred  reported  that,  for  want  of  proper 
vouchers,  they  were  not  able  to  proceed  on  that  business, 
and  therefore  desired  to  be  discharged. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee,  upon  their  request, 
be  discharged. 

Application  being  made,  in  behalf  of  the  Colony  of  New- 
Hampshire,  for  a  sum  of  Money,  on  account  of  their  ad- 
vances in  behalf  of  the  Continent, 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  sum  of  40,000  Dollars  be  paid  to 
the  Colony  of  Neiv- Hampshire,  they  to  be  accountable 
for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  443,333  1-3  Dollars  be 
paid  to  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts,  in  part  of  their  Ac- 
count; the  said  Colony  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  both  the  above  sums  be  paid  out  of  the 
emission  last  ordered. 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  stale  of  Virginia,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  Letters  received  on  Saturday, 
brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  read ;  on  which  the 
Congress  came  to  the  following  Resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  three  Companies  of  the  Battalion  raised 
in  the  Colony  o(  Fciuisylvania  immediately  march,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Irvine,  into  North- 
ampton County,  in  Tlrginia,  for  the  protection  of  the  As- 
sociation in  those  parts,  and  for  the  defence  thereof  against 
the  designs  of  the  enemies  oi  America. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  to  resist  to  the 
utmost  the  arbitrary  Government  intended  to  be  establish- 
ed therein  by  their  Governour,  Lord  Dunrnore,  as  mani- 
festly appears  by  the  whole  tenor  of  bis  Lordship's  con- 
duct for  some  mont'..'0  past. 

Whereas  Lord  Dunrnore,  by  his  Proclamation  lately 
published,  has  declared  his  intention  to  execute  martial 
law,  thereby  teaiing  up  the  foundations  of  civil  authority 
and  Government  within  the  said  Colony  : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  if  the  Convention  of  Virginia 
shall  find  it  necessary  to  establish  a  form  of  Government 
in  that  Colony,  it  be  recommended  to  that  Convention  to 
call  a  full  and  free  representation  of  the  people,  and  that 
the  said  Representatives,  if  they  think  it  necessary,  esta- 
blish such  form  of  Government  as  in  their  judgment  will 
best  produce  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  most  effect- 
ually secure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  Colony,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  present  dispute  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  these  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  slate  of  Tlrginia 
have  leave,  at  their  request,  to  sit  again. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  unanimously.  That,  in  the  present 
situation  of  atiairs,  it  will  be  very  dangerous  to  tlie  liber- 
ties and  welfare  o(  America,  if  any  Colony  should  sepa- 
rately petition  the  King  or  either  House  of  Parliament. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to 
confer  with  the  Assembly  of  New- Jersey. 

The  members  chosen:  Mr.  Dicldnson,  Mr.  Wythe,  and 
Mr.  Jay. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  Carlisle  be  assigned, 
as  well  as  the  three  Towns  of  Reading,  Lancaster,  and 
York,  for  the  reception  of  tlie  Prisoners  taken  at  St. 
Johns. 

Resolved,  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  Mr.  Knor,  de- 
siring him,  in  case  he  be  at  Albany  on  the  arrival  of  the 
express,  and  the  service  he  is  upon  will  adniii,  to  repair  to 
the  Highlands,  and  inspect  the  state  of  the  works  carrying 


on  there,  and  the  situation  of  the  places  adjacent,  and 
transmit  an  account  thereof  to  Congress. 

The  Delegates  of  Massachusetts- Bay  produced  to  Con- 
gress a  Resolution  of  the  General  Court  of  that  Colony,  of 
the  lOtb  and  II  th  of  jVonemier  last,  extending  the  Com- 
mission of  their  Delegates  to  the  last  day  of  January ; 
which  was  read. 

Tuesday,  December  5,  177.^). 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Seamen  and  Ma- 
rines be  engaged  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1777,  unless 
sooner  discharged  by  Congress. 

It  being  suggested  that  the  Resolution  of  Congress  re- 
lating to  Captain  Jenkins  was  grounded  on  a  mistake  with 
regard  to  facts, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to 
take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  make  report  thereon 
to  Congress. 

The  members  chosen :  Mr.  /.  Adams,  INIr.  Cushing, 
and  Mr.  McKean. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  applying  for  Instructions  on 
the  Accounts  laid  before  them  from  the  Colony  of  Rhode- 
Island, 

On  motion  made,  and  question  put.  Resolved,  That  the 
charge  for  the  purchase  of  Arms  be  not  allowed. 

That  the  charge  for  repairing  Arms  be  not  allowed. 

That  the  expense  of  removing  the  Slock  from  Block- 
Island  and  other  places,  agreeable  to  the  request  of  the 
General,  be  at  the  Continental  expense. 

Resolved,  That  the  twelve  Cannon  furnished  to  the 
Army,  in  the  Camp  at  Cambridge,  by  the  Government  of 
Rhode-Island,  be  allowed  in  the  foregoing  Account. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of 
this  matter  be  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  those  who  supply  the  three  Companies 
ordered  to  Northampton  with  Arms,  shall  either  have  the 
same  relumed  in  kind,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  procured,  or 
their  value  paid  for  by  the  United  Colonies,  the  value  of 
which  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  the  Soldiers. 

A  Letter  from  Lord  Stirling,  dated  3d  December,  with 
some  enclosures,  was  received  and  read. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  fitting  out 
Armed  Vessels  have  liberty,  on  consulting  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection  of  this  City,  to  purchase  Duck  and 
such  other  articles  as  they  may  want  for  fitting  out  said 
Vessels. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  form  of  the  Bills, 
ordered  to  be  emitted  be  as  follows : 

"  CONTINENT.\L  CURRENCY. 

"  No.  Dollars. 

"This  Bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive 

Sjyanish  milled  Dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  sil- 
ver, according  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  passed  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, November  29,  1775." 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Bills  be  numbered  as  the  Trea- 
surer shall  direct,  provided  the  numbers  shall  be  different 
from  the  former  emission. 

The  Committee  on  Recaptures  brought  in  their  Report, 
which  being  read,  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  there- 
on the  Congress  came  to  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved,  That  in  cases  of  recaptures,  the  recaptors 
ought  to  have  and  retain,  in  lieu  of  salvage,  one-eighth 
part  of  the  true  value  of  the  Vessel  and  Cargo,  or  either 
of  them,  if  the  same  hath  or  have  been  in  possession  of 
the  enemy  twenty-four  hours  ;  one-fifth  part,  if  more  than 
twenty-four  hours,  and  less  than  forty-eight  hours  ;  one- 
third  part,  if  more  than  forty-eight  and  less  than  ninety- 
six  hours;  and  one-half,  if  more  than  ninety-six  hours,  un- 
less the  Vessel  shall,  after  the  capture,  have  been  legally 
condemned  as  a  prize  by  some  Court  of  Admiralty,  in  w  hicli 
case  the  recaptor  ought  to  have  the  whole;  in  all  which 
cases,  the  share  detained  or  prize  is  to  be  divided  between 
the  owners  of  the  Vessel  making  the  recapture,  the  Colo- 
ny, or  the  (/ontinent,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  cajuors, 
agreeable  to  a  former  Resolution. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  As  the  Army  to  the  northward  is 
likely  to  be  supplied  with  Clothing  at  Montreal,  that  ilie 
Clotliing  purcluised  for  the   Northern  Army,  and  sent  to 
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Albany,  be  sent  by  land  to  Mr.  31ijflin,  Quariermaster- 
General,  for  the  use  ol"  the  Army  belore  Boston. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  post- 
poned, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  December  6, 1775. 
The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to 
Robert  Erwin,  for  Wagon  hire,  the  sum  of  355. 7  Dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  Account  be  paid. 
Upon  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  three  Prisoners 
taken  by  Captain  A.  Il'/iipph,  and  who  are  now  on  board 
liis  Vessel,  be  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the 
Colony  of  Fennsi/lvania,  who  are  directed  to  secure  ihein 
in  safe  custody  in  some  Jail  in  said  Colony. 

A  Return  being  laid  before  Congress  of  the  number  ol 
Flints  in  this  City,  amounting  to  upwards  of  two  hundred 
thousand, 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  In- 
spection of  this  I'iiy  be  desired  to  purchase  the  said  Flints, 
for  the  use  of  the  Continent ;  and  that,  in  making  the  pur- 
chase, attention  be  paid  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress, 
against  raising  the  prices  of  Goods. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Instruc- 
tions to  be  given  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  on  motion 
made,  and  question  put, 

Resolved,  That  the  charge  for  Bounty,  in  the  Account 
exhibited  by  Rhode-Island  against  the  Continent,  be  not 
allowed. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of  Captain  Vugal 
McGregor  was  referred  brought  in  their  Report,  wiiich, 
being  read,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that 
the  circumstances  stated  in  the  said  Petition  will  not  jus- 
tify a  license  to  export  the  said  Lumber  and  Naval  Stores, 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  American  Association. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  said  l>«o-a/  McGregor  will  give 
bond,  with  sufficient  security,  in  a  penalty  of  double  the 
value  of  the  said  Lumber  ami  Naval  Stores,  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Provincial  Council  of  Morth-  Carolina,  with  con- 
dition that  he  will  not  carry  the  said  Cargo  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, Ireland,  Guernsey,  Jersey,  Sark,  Alderney,  or  Man, 
or  any  European  Island  or  settlement  within  the  British 
Don)inions,  nor  to  ihe  British  ll'est-Indies ;  and  that  he 
shall,  within  six  months  after  exporting  the  same,  import 
into  Edenton,  Ncwbern,  or  Bogue  Inlet,  in  the  Colony  of 
JSorth-Carolina,  and  there  deliver  to  the  Commander  of 
the  Continental  Troops  in  the  said  Colony,  such  quantity 
of  Muskets  or  Gunpowder  as  shall  be  eciual  to  the  value 
of  the  said  Lumber  and  Naval  Stores,  the  publick  interest 
requires  that  he  be  permitted  to  export  the  same  ;  and  that 
a  permit  for  that  purpose,  signed  by  the  said  President,  be 
given  him,  on  his  executing  sucli  bond  as  aforesaid. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Proclamations,  which  being  debated 
by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

\V'e,  tiie  Delegates  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  in 
North-America  have  taken  into  our  most  serious  conside- 
ration a  Proclamation,  issued  from  {bo  (Joan  o(  St.  James's 
on  the  2'.}d  day  of  August  last.  The  name  of  Majesty  is 
used  to  give  it  a  sanction  and  influence,  and,  on  that  ac- 
count, it  becomes  a  matter  of  importance  to  wipe  off,  in 
the  name  of  the  People  of  these  United  Colonies,  the  asper- 
sions which  it  is  calculated  to  throw  upon  our  cause,  and  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  undeserved  punishments 
which  it  is  designed  to  prepare  for  our  friends.  We  are 
accused  of"  forgetting  the  allegiance  which  we  owe  to  the 
power  that  has  iirotecled  and  sustained  us."  Why  all  this 
ambiguity  and  obscurity  in  what  oui;lu  to  be  so  plain  and 
obvious  as  that  he  who  runs  may  read  it  ?  What  allegiance 
is  it  that  we  forget  ?  Allegiance  to  Parliament  ?  We  never 
owed,  we  never  owned  it.  Allegiance  to  our  King  ?  Our 
words  have  ever  avowed  it;  our  conduct  has  ever  been 
consistent  with  it.  We  condemn,  and,  with  arms  in  our 
hands,  (a  resource  which  freemen  will  never  part  with,)  we 
oppose  the  claim  and  exercise  of  unconstitutional  powers, 
to  which  neither  the  Crown  nor  Parliament  were  ever  en- 
titled. P,y  the  liritish  Constitution,  uur  best  inheriiance, 
right?  as  wuli  as  duties  descend  upon  us.     We  caimot  vio- 


late the  latter  by  defending  the  former.  ^V'e  should  act  in 
diametrical  opposition  to  both,  if  we  permitted  the  claims 
ol  the  British  Parliament  to  be  established,  and  the  mea- 
sures pursued,  in  consequence  of  those  claims,  to  be  carried 
into  execution  among  us.  Our  sagacious  ancestors  pro- 
vided mounds  against  the  inundation  of  tyranny  and  law- 
less power  on  one  side,  as  well  as  against  that  of  faction  and 
licentiousness  on  the  otlier.  On  which  side  has  the  breach 
been  made?  Is  it  objected  against  us,  by  the  most  invete- 
rate and  the  most  uncandid  of  our  enemies,  that  we  have 
opposed  any  of  the  just  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  or  any 
legal  exertion  of  those  prerogatives?  Why,  then,  are  we 
accused  of  foigetting  our  allegiance?  We  have  performed 
our  duty.  We  have  resisted  in  those  cases  in  wliich  the 
right  to  resist  is  stipulated  as  expressly,  on  our  part,  as  the 
right  to  govern  is,  in  other  cases,  stipulated  on  the  part  of 
the  Crown.  Tlie  breach  of  allegiance  is  removed  from  our 
resistance,  as  far  as  tyranny  is  removed  from  legal  govern- 
ment, it  is  alleged  that  "  we  have  proceeded  to  an  open 
and  avowed  rebellion."  In  what  does  this  rebellion  con- 
sist? It  is  thus  described  :  "Arraying  ourselves  in  hostile 
manner,  to  withstand  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  traitor- 
ously preparing,  ordering,  and  levying  war  against  the 
King."  \Ve  know  of  no  laws  binding  on  us,  but  such  as 
have  been  transmitted  to  us  by  our  ancestors,  and  such  as 
have  been  consented  to  by  ourselves,  or  our  representa- 
tives elected  for  that  purpose.  What  laws,  stamped  with 
these  characters,  have  we  withstood  ?  We  have,  indeed, 
defended  them,  and  we  will  risk  every  thing,  do  every  thing, 
and  sutler  every  thing,  in  their  defence.  To  support  our 
laws,  and  our  liberties  established  by  our  laws,  we  have  pre- 
jjared,  ordered,  and  levied  war.  But  is  this  traitorously, 
or  against  the  King?  We  view  him  as  the  Constitution 
represents  him  ;  that  tells  us  he  can  do  no  wrong.  The 
cruel  and  illegal  attacks,  which  we  oppose,  have  no  founda- 
tion in  the  royal  autliority.  We  will  not,  on  our  part,  lose 
the  distinction  between  the  King  and  his  Ministers.  Happy 
would  it  have  been  lor  some  former  princes,  had  it  always 
been  preserved  on  the  part  of  the  Crown. 

Besides  all  this,  we  observe,  on  this  part  of  the  Procla- 
mation, that  "  rebellion  "  is  a  term  undefined  and  unknown 
in  the  law;  it  might  have  been  expected  that  a  Proclama- 
tion, which  by  the  British  Constitution  has  no  other  ope- 
ration than  merely  that  of  enforcing  what  is  already  law, 
would  have  had  a  known  legal  basis  to  have  rested  upon. 
A  correspondence  between  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  their  brethren  in  America  produced,  in  better 
times,  much  satisfaction  to  individuals,  and  much  advan- 
tage to  the  publick.  By  what  criterion  shall  one  who  is 
unwilling  to  break  off  this  correspondence,  and  is,  at  the 
same  time,  anxious  not  to  expose  himself  to  the  dreadful 
consequences  threatened  in  this  Proclamation — by  what 
criterion  shall  he  regulate  his  conduct  ?  He  is  admonished 
not  to  carry  on  correspondence  with  the  persons  now  in 
rebellion  in  the  Colonies.  How  shall  he  ascertain  "  who 
are  in  rebellion  and  who  are  not ':"  He  consults  the  law, 
to  learn  the  nature  of  the  supposed  crime  :  the  law  is  silent 
upon  the  subject.  This,  in  a  coimtry  where  it  has  been 
often  said,  and  formerly  with  justice,  that  the  Government 
is  by  law,  and  not  by  men,  might  render  him  perfectly 
easy.  But  Proclamations  have  been  sometimes  dangerous 
engines  in  the  hands  of  those  in  power;  information  is  com- 
manded to  be  given,  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  of 
all  persons  "  who  shall  be  found  car.'-ying  on  correspond- 
ence with  the  jjersons  in  rebellion,  in  order  to  bring  to  con- 
dign punishment  the  authors,  perpetrators,  or  abetters,  of 
such  dangerous  designs."  Let  us  suppose,  for  a  moment, 
that  some  persons  in  the  Colonies  are  in  rebellion,  and  that 
those  who  carry  on  correspondence  with  them  might  learn, 
by  some  rule  which  Britons  are  bound  to  know,  how  to 
discriminate  them,  does  it  follow  that  all  correspondence 
will)  them  deserves  to  be  punished?  It  might  have  been 
iniendeci  to  apprize  them  of  their  danger,  and  to  reclaim 
them  from  their  crimes.  By  what  law  does  a  correspond- 
ence with  a  criminal  transfer  or  communicate  his  guilt? 
We  know  that  those  who  aid  and  adhere  to  the  King's 
enemies,  and  those  who  correspond  with  them  in  order  to 
enable  tliem  to  carry  their  designs  into  effect,  are  criminal 
in  the  eye  of  the  law.  But  the  law  goes  no  farther,  (.'an 
I'luclamalions,  accordini:  to  the  principles  of  reason  and 
justice,  and  tiie  Constitution,  go  larther  than  the  law  ? 
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But  perhaps  the  principles  of  reason  and  justice,  and  the 
Constitution,  will  not  prevail:  experience  suggests  to  us 
the  doubt.  If  they  should  not,  we  must  resort  to  arguments 
drawn  from  a  very  dillerent  source.  We,  therefore,  in  the 
name  of  the  People  of  these  United  Colonies,  and  by  au- 
thority, according  to  the  purest  maxims  of  representation, 
derived  from  them,  declare,  that  whatever  punishment  shall 
be  inflicted  upon  any  persons  in  the  power  oi"  our  enemies, 
for  favouring,  aiding,  or  abetting  the  causa  o(  American 
liberty,  shall  be  retaliated  in  the  same  kind  and  the  same 
degree  upon  those  in  our  power,  who  have  favoured,  aided, 
or  abetted,  or  shall  favour,  aid,  or  abet,  the  system  of  min- 
isterial oppression.  The  essential  diflerence  between  our 
cause  and  that  of  our  enemies  might  justify  a  severer  pun- 
ishment ;  the  law  of  retaliation  will  unquestionably  warrant 
one  equally  severe. 

We  mean  not,  however,  by  this  declaration,  lo  occasion 
or  to  multiply  punishments;  our  sole  view  is  to  prevent 
them.  In  this  unhappy  and  unnatural  controversy,  in  which 
Britons  fight  against  Britons  and  the  descendants  oC  Bri- 
tons, let  the  calamities  immediately  incident  to  a  civil  war 
suftice.  We  hope  additions  will  not,  from  wantonness,  be 
made  to  them  on  one  side ;  we  shall  regret  the  necessity, 
if  laid  under  the  necessity,  of  making  them  on  the  other. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  published. 

A  Petition  and  Memorial  from  Colonel  J.  Ball  was  pre- 
sented to  Congress  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  on 
Friday  next. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  Lieutenant  Jocelyn 
Feltham  have  leave  to  join  the  ollicers  of  the  Twenty-Sixth 
Regiment,  and  reside  with  them,  in  the  places  destined  for 
their  reception. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  Major  Preston  and 
the  Officer  with  him  remain  in  Bkiladelphia  until  further 
orders  from  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  President  inform  Major  Preston  of 
the  foregoing  Resolution. 

A  Letter  from  General  JVashington,  dated  28th  Novem- 
ber, being  received,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  to- 
morrow morning. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  post- 
poned, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tliursday,  December  7,  1775. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  General's  Let- 
ter received  yesterday.  During  their  deliberation,  advice 
being  received  that  the  Women  and  Children  taken  at  St. 
John's  were  arrived,  with  their  baggage. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Conunittee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  to  have  them  removed 
to  the  places  assigned  them,  in  the  cheapest  manner,  at  the 
expense  of  the  Continent. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  George  Cuppaidge, 
Lieutenant  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Regiment,  be  permitted 
to  go  to  New-York  for  a  week,  upon  his  parole,  that  he 
will  neither  speak  nor  write  to  any  person  upon  any  |)oli- 
tical  subject,  or  give  any  intelligence  whatsoever  upon  such 
topicks,  and  will  return  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
General's  Letter.  During  debate,  an  express  arrived,  with 
a  Letter  from  Lord  Stirling,  dated  Amboij,  6th  December, 
which  was  read,  containing  an  account  that  Colonel  Arnold 
has  taken  possession  of  i-^uebeck. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consiileraiion  of  the 
General's  Letter. 

On  motion :  Whereas  doubts  may  arise  respecting  the 
true  intent  and  construction  of  a  certain  Resolution  of  this 
Congress,  passed  the  4th  day  of  November  last,  empower- 
ing the  General,  in  case  the  necessity  of  the  service  shoidd 
re([uire  it,  to  call  forth  the  Minute-Men  and  Militia  of  the 
New-England  Colonies, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Resolution  shall  not  extend  or 
be  construed  to  authorize  the  General  to  call  forth  the  said 
Minute-Men  or  Militia,  without  having  applied  to  and  ob- 
tained the  consent  of  those  ollicers  in  whom  the  executive 
powers  oi' Government  in  those  Colonies  may  be  vested. 


Resolved,  That  the  President  write  Letters  to  the  Coun- 
cil o(  Massachusetts- Bay,  the  Convention  oi  Netv-IIamp- 
shire,  and  the  Governours  o(  Rhode- Island  and  Connecti- 
cut, acquainting  tiieni  with  the  present  state  of  the  Army, 
and  enclosing  copies  of  the  Resolutions  of  this  Congress 
relative  to  the  General's  being  empowered  to  call  forth  the 
Militia  of  those  Governments  on  any  emergency,  and  re- 
questing those  Colonies  to  exert  themselves  in  defence  of 
our  common  liberties,  by  affording  the  General  all  the  aid 
in  their  power,  and  comply  with  his  request  for  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Militia,  whenever  he  may  find  it  necessary  to 
apply  for  it. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  of  the  2-2d  oi  Novem- 
ber, enclosing  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Montgo- 
mery dated  the  ITlli  November,  and  one  from  Col.  Arnold 
of  the  I4ih,  being  received,  were  read. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  post- 
poned. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  December  8,  177:). 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of  Capt.  Jenkins 
was  referred  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  read. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Inspection  of  the  County  oi  Frederick,  in  the  Colony 
of  Maryland,  relative  to  Allan  Cameron,  John  Smith,  and 
.hjhn  Conixdly,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  Report,  which  being  taken  into  considera- 
tion, 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  said  Allan  Came- 
ron, John  Smith,  and  John  Connolly,  be  confined  in  prison 
in  Philadelphia  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  at  the 
Continental  expense. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  transmit  a  copy  of  tiic 
above  Resolution  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  Fre- 
derick, and  desire  them,  in  pursuance  of  the  above  Resoli'.- 
tion,  to  send  the  Prisoners,  under  guard,  to  Philadelphia. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Jona- 
than Hudson  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Penn,  and 
Mr.  R.  Morris. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  Letters  from 
Lord  Stirling, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry  be  appointed  to 
supply  the  New-Jeisey  Battalions  with  the  Rations  and 
other  necessaries  allowed  the  Soldiers,  at  7|  Pence  (31-3()0 
of  a  Dollar)  per  Ration. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Crane  be  directed  lo 
give  Mr.  Jjowry  proper  orders  for  securing,  for  the  use  oi 
the  Jersey  Battalions,  the  Blankets  in  the  Barracks  in  that 
Colony. 

Resolved,  That  each  Company  of  the  two  Battalions 
raised  in  New-Jersey,  not  already  ordered  to  the  Foit  on 
Hudson's  River,  in  the  Highlands,  in  the  Colony  oi  New- 
York,  be  ordered,  and  they  are  hereby  ordered,  to  march, 
as  soon  as  I  hey  can  be  furnished  with  barrack  necessaries 
and  arms,  to  tlieCily  oi  New-York,  and  remain  till  further 
order;  and  that  four  of  the  Companies  ordered  to  the  Fort 
in  the  Highlands  be  likewise  stationed  in  the  City  oi  New- 
York,  till  barracks  can  be  fitted  up  for  them  in  that  Fort. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Siu'geon  be  allowed  to 
each  Regiment.  That  the  Pay  of  a  Regimental  Surgeon 
be  twenty-five  Dollars  per  month. 

1}  illiam  Barnet,  Jun.,  unanimously  elected  Surgeon  to 
Lord  Stirling's,  or  the  First  or  Eastern  Battalion  raised  in 
New-./erscy. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Standing  Committee,  lo 
consist  of  one  member  from  each  Colony,  be  appointed,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  applications  of  the  several  per- 
sons applying  to  be  Ollicers  in  the  American  Army,  to 
examine  into  their  (lualilications,  and  report  lo  Congress, 

The  membeis  are  : 

New-Hampshire,     -     -     -     -     J.  Bartlelt. 

Massachusetts, Samuel  Adams. 

Rhode-Island, S.  Ward. 

Connecticut, E.  Dyer. 

New- York, J.  Jay. 

New-Jersev, W.  Livingston, 

IVnnsylvania, .\.  .\llen. 
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C.  Rodney, 


Delaware,     -     -     -     - 
Maryland, 

Virginia,  - F.  L.  Lee. 

Noi°th-C'arorma,       -     -     -     -     J.  Fenn. 
South-Carolina,       -     -     -     -     T.  Lynch. 

Resolved,  That  the  part  of  Lord  Stirling's  LeUer  which 
respects  the  arreslinir  and  imprisoning  Soldiers  lor  small 
sums  he  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  members  cliosen  :  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  flilson,  and  Mr. 
JV.  Livingston. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  G.  Bedford,  the  Deputy 
Mustermaster-General,  be  directed  to  muster  the  Battalion 
raised  in  this  Colony,  and  make  return  to  Congress  as  soon 
as  possible. 

The  Committee  on  Frauds  report,  that  they  liave  made 
some  proficiency,  but  meet. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  u  a)  s  and  means 
for  establishing  Expresses  brought  in  their  Rejiort ;  which 
was  read. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Letters  from  General 
Schuyler,  General  Montgomery,  and  Colonel  Arnold,  be 
published. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  post- 
poned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


Saturilay,  Dcceiiibcr  9,  1775. 

On  motion  from  the  C'omuiitlee  apjjciinted  to  fit  out 
Armed  Vessels, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Commitioe  be  empowered  to 
employ  the  following  Olhcers,  and  that  their  Pay  be  as 
follows : 

Midshipman,       12  Dollars  per  calendar  month. 

Armourer,  15  do.  do. 

Sailmaker,  12  do.  do. 

Yeoman,  9  do.  do. 

Quartermaster,     9  do.  do. 

Quartergunner,    8  do.  do. 

Cook,  12  do.  do. 

Coxswain,  9  do.  do. 

Pilot,  according  to  the  usual  rates  ;  when  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, the  Commander  to  give  such  further  gratuity  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  an  order  issue  for  raising  four 
Battalions  more  in  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  one  already  raised. 

Resolved,  That  a  like  order  issue  for  raising  one  Batta- 
lion in  tlie  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  on  the  same  terms 
as  those  ordered  to  be  raised  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  IjCtters  from 
General  Schuyler,  from  the  llth  of  November,  inclusive, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  Resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  orders  given  to  General  Montgo- 
mery, to  purchase  Clothing  at  Montreal,  for  the  Troops 
under  his  command,  be  and  are  approved. 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  who  are  prisoners  be  allow- 
ed to  sell  their  Bills  for  their  subsistence. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Preston,  Captain  Kinnear,  Cap- 
tain Goodwin,  and  Major  StopJ'ord,  pay  to  the  Continen- 
tal Treasurers  the  sums  advanced  them  by  Gen.  Schuyler, 
and  that  General  Schuyler  be  informed  of  this  Resolution, 
and  desired  to  send  their  ohliiiations  to  the  Treasurers. 

Resolved,  That  General  Montgomery  be  appointed  a 
Blajor-General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  1(5(5  Dollars  jjer  month  be 
allowed  to  the  Commander  for  the  time  being  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Canada,  and  residing  there,  for  the  expense  of 
his  table,  over  and  above  the  pay  to  which  he  may  be  en- 
titled by  his  commission. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Letters  from  Gen.  Schuyler, 
with  the  enclosures,  except  what  refers  to  Mr.  Phelps,  be 
committed  to  a  Commitluc  of  three,  \vho  are  to  take  the 
same  into  consideration,  and  rejiort  thereon  to  Congress. 

Tiie  members  chosen:  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  McKean, 
and  Mr.  IVylhe. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  I  luce  thousand 
Dollars  he  advanced  to  Mr.  Carpentir  Uharton,  who  has 
contracted  to  supply  the  Ijiitlalion  raised  in  Pennsylvania, 


at  seven  Pence  (7-90  of  a  Dollar)  per  Ration  ;  and  that 
the  same  be  paid  him,  on  his  signing  the  contract,  and  giv- 
ing proper  security  for  the  performance  thereof. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to 
tyUliam  Chew,  for  riding  express  to  the  Saltpetre  Rock, 
in  Virginia,  and  bringing  samples  of  the  mineral,  the  sum 
of  8 1.3  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Rcsoh-ed,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers, 
for  the  sum  of  1,95G  Dollars,  in  favour  of  Colonel  E.  Dyer, 
for  Medicines  by  him  purchased,  agreeable  to  the  order  of 
Congress,  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 

The  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Middle 
Department  laid  before  Congress  the  Minutes  of  their  Pro- 
ceedings. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  considered  on  Wednesday 
next. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into 
consideration  the  Instructions  to  the  Delegates  of  Rhode- 
Island. 

The  several  other  matters  to  this  day  referred  being 
postjioned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  December  11,  1775. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  30th  of  No- 
vember, being  received,  was  read,  enclosing  an  Invoice  of 
Stores  on  board  the  Nancy,  transport,  taken  by  the  Schoon- 
er Lie,  Captain  Manly:  also,  a  Letter  from  the  Convention 
of  i\"tit'-Fo''/i:,  dated  7th  instant. 

The  Committee  to  whom  that  part  of  Lord  Stirling's 
Letter,  respecting  the  arresting  and  imprisoning  Soldiers 
for  small  sums,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  Report. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  took 
into  consideration  the  Instructions  given  to  the  Delegates 
of  Rhode-Island,  and  after  debate  thereon  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing Resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed,  to  devise 
ways  and  means  for  furnishing  these  Colonies  with  a  Naval 
Armament,  and  report  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  a  member  from 
cacli  Colony,  viz:  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  R.  Morris, 
Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  R.  U.  Lee,  Mr.  Hewes,  and  Mr. 
Gadsden. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  Report 
of  the  Commiiiee  on  tlie  VeUUon  of  Thomas  Jenkins,  oi 
the  Island  of  Nantucket,  for  license  to  sell  his  cargo  of  Oil 
in  this  City,  and  to  purchase  a  cargo  of  Provisions  and 
Fuel,  for  the  necessary  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  Island, 
and  the  same  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  vigilance  and  zeal  of  the  Committee 
of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  in  preventing 
tlie  said  Jenkins's  cargo  from  being  sold,  contrary  to  the 
Resolutions  of  Congress,  is  highly  approved. 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  that  tiie  in- 
habitants of  saitl  Island  are  at  present  in  great  distress,  for 
want  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Resolved,  That  humanity  requires  that  some  speedy 
measures  be  taken  by  the  Congress,  to  enable  the  said 
inhabitants  to  supply  themsehes  with  necessary  Fuel  and 
Provisions. 

Resolveil,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  67(t'- 
hurne,  in  Nantucket,  prepare  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of 
Fuel  and  Provisions  necessary  for  the  use  of  said  inhabi- 
tants, and  lay  it  before  three  or  more  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Barnstable,  in  the  Colony  of  ]\lassac/ni- 
setts-Bay,  attested  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  said 
Sulectiiieii ;  and  that  the  said  Justices  be  empowered  to 
grant  licenses,  under  their  hands,  to  any  master  or  owner 
of  vessels  in  the  said  Island,  to  import  Fuel  and  Provisions 
from  the  Colonies  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut,  New-  York,  New-Jersey,  Penn'^ylvania ,  lower 
Counties  on  Delaware,  or  iSlaryland,  not  exceeding  the 
quantities  specified  in  said  estimate. 

Resolved,  Whereas  it  appears  that  the  said  inhabitants 
are  in  immediate  danger  of  suffering  for  the  want  of  the 
necessaries  ol"  life,  that  the  said  Captain  Jenkins  be  per- 
mitted, under  the  inspection  of  the  (Jommittee  of  the  City 
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and  Liberties  oi  Philadelphia,  to  unload  and  sell  his  pre- 
sent cargo,  and  to  purchase  a  cargo  of  Fuel  and  Pro- 
visions, provided  he  shall  first  make  oath  or  affirmation, 
before  a  Magistrate,  and  give  bond  that  the  same  is,  bona 
fide,  intended  for  the  internal  consumption  of  tiie  said  inha- 
bitants, and  that  he  will  use  his  utmost  endeavours  that  it 
shall  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  the  United 
Colonies, 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of  Jonathan  Hud- 
son was  referred  reported  their  opinion  in  certain  Resolu- 
tions, which  being  read,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  Petition  as  prays  for 
permission  to  export  the  said  cargo  to  any  place  other 
than  the  Islands  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  Jersey,  Guern- 
sey, Sark,  Alderney,  or  Man,  or  the  IVesl-Indian  Islands, 
is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  Petition  as  prays  for 
further  permission  is  unreasonable. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petitioner  give  bond,  with  suffi- 
cient security,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Town  of  Baltimore,  under  a  penalty  of  double  the  value  of 
tiie  said  cargo,  to  export  the  said  cargo  to  some  place  other 
than  the  Islands  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  Jersey,  Guern- 
sey, Sark,  Alderney,  Man,  and  the  Islands  of  the  JFest- 
Indies;  and  within  six  months  after  the  said  exportation, 
to  produce  to  the  said  Cliairnian  a  certificate  of  the  port 
lo  which  the  said  cargo  shall  have  been  shi|)ped,  authen- 
ticated under  the  hands  of  two  mcrcliants  of  known  charac- 
ter and  reputation,  residing  in  the  same  port;  and  that,  on 
executing  such  bond,  the  said  Chairman  sign  a  permit  to 
the  said  Petitioner,  allowing  him  to  export  the  said  cargo. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  Resolution 
of  Congiess  respecting  the  numbering  of  the  Bills  ordered 
to  be  emitted. 

Resolved,  That  the  numbers  commence  from  No.  1,  and 
that  the  said  numbers  be  in  difTerenl  ink  from  the  former. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed 
to  sign  and  number  the  Bills  ordered  to  be  emitted,  viz: 
Samuel  Morris,  Frederick  Kuhl,  Stephen  Collins,  Nicholas 
Garrison,  Matthew  Clarkson,  Samuel  C.  Morris,  Thomas 
Barclay,  Anthony  Morris,  Jun.,  Jaines  Wharton,  Benja- 
min Fuller,  Joel  Evans,  Andrew  Bunncr,  John  Mease, 
Thomas  Coombe,  John  Bayard,  Robert  Tucknisi,  Isaac 
Ilazlehurst,  Thomas  Morris,  Samuel  Caldwell,  John  Fur- 
viance,  Mordecai  Lewis,  George  Campbell,  Joseph  Par- 
ker, Daniel  Clymer,  Joseph  fVatkins,  Jun.,  John  Shee, 
Fhineas  Bond,  James  Read,  Robert  Roberts,  John  Ord, 
Isaac  Howell,  fVilliam  JVebb,  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Corne- 
lius Barnes,  Thomas  Smith,  and  IVilliam  Crispin. 

Resolved,  That  each  Bill  be  signed  and  numbered  by 
two  of  the  foregoing  gentlemen. 

A  Petition  from  Mr.  Phelps  was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  To  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  received  the  applications 
and  examine  the  qualifications  of  persons  applying  for  offi- 
ces, &c.,  reported  Dr.  Boyd  as  proper  to  be  Surgeon  to  the 
Regiment  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Patterson  to 
be  Adjutant  to  said  Regiment. 

The  Congress  concurred  in  the  choice  of  Dr.  Boyd. 

A  Petition  from  David  Beveridge  was  laiil  before  Con- 
gress and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
three. 

The  members  chosen :  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr. 
Jefferson. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers,  in 
favour  of  the  Conmiitlee  of  Correspondence,  for  the  sum  of 
3,000  Dollars. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  morning  be  assigned  to  take 
into  consideration  that  part  of  the  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Conference  respecting  Boston. 

A  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in 
the  Southern  District,  with  sundry  enclosures,  being  received, 
were  read. 

The  Committee  on  the  credit  of  the  Paper  Currency 
brought  in  their  Report. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  post- 
poned, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-monow. 


Tuesday,  December  12,  1775. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  intercepted  Letters  of 
Brook  IVatson,  and  the  Invoice  of  the  Cargo  of  the  Brig 
Nancy,  transport,  taken  by  the  Schooner  Lee,  Captain 
Manly,  be  published. 

A  Letter  from  Christopher  Leffingicell,  with  sundry  en- 
closures, respecting  a  cargo  of  Molasses,  taken  out  of  the 
Brig  Nancy;  also,  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Trenton, 
with  the  Parole  of  the  Officers  there,  were  laid  before  Con- 
gress and  read. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  Letters  of  Thanks 
to  the  three  General  Officers  in  the  Northern  Army  brought 
in  draughts,  which  being  read  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  signed  by  the  President,  and 
transmitted. 

The  Committee  on  General  Schuyler's  Letters  brought 
in  their  Keport,  which  was  read. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  allowance  for  a  table, 
made  to  the  Commander  for  the  time  being  in  Canada,  be 
granted  to  General  Montgomery,  from  the  time  he  entered 
Canada. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  make  a 
present  of  a  Sword,  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  Dollars, 
to  Captain  Henry  B.  Livingston,  as  a  testimony  of  their 
sense  of  his  services  to  this  Country,  and  that  they  will  em- 
brace the  first  opportunity  of  promoting  him  in  the  Army. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  1-20,000  Dollars  be  advanced 
to  the  Colony  of  Rhode-'sland,  in  part  of  their  Accounts 
against  the  United  Colonics,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  emission 
last  ordered  ;  the  said  Colony  to  be  accountable  for  the 
same. 

The  Congress,  agreeable  to  order,  took  into  considera- 
tion the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference,  respect- 
ing Boston;  and,  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Counnittee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  this  matter 
into  further  consideration. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  post- 
poned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  December  13,  1775. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  the  4th  of 
December,  with  sundry  enclosures,  being  received,  were 
read. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
fitting  out  a  Naval  Armament  brought  in  their  Report, 
which,  being  taken  into  consideration,  was  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
lows : 

That  five  Ships  of  3-2  guns,  five  of  28  guns,  and  three 
of  21  guns,  making  in  the  whole  thirteen,  can  be  fitted  for  the 
sea  probably  by  the  last  of  March  next,  viz:  in  Neiv- Hamp- 
shire one,  in  Massachusetts-Bay  two,  in  Rhode-Island  two, 
in  Connecticut  one,  in  Neiv-York  two,  in  Pennsylvania 
four,  and  in  Maryland  one. 

That  the  cost  of  these  Ships,  so  fitted,  will  not  be  more 
than  6t),G66  2-3  Dollars  each,  on  an  average,  allowing  two 
complete  suits  of  sails  for  each  Ship,  equal  in  the  whole  to 
366,6(56  2-3  Dollars. 

That  the  materials  for  fitting  them  may  be  all  furnished 
in  these  Colonies,  except  the  articles  of  canvass  and  gun- 
powder; and  that,  therefore,  it  will  be  proper  the  Congress 
direct  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  means  of  importing 
the  said  articles  of  canvass  and  powder ;  that  of  the  for- 
mer, 7,500  pieces  will  be  wanted,  and  that  of  the  latter  one 
hundred  tons. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed,  with  full 
|)Owers  to  carry  the  above  Report  into  execution,  with  all 
possible  expedition,  (except  what  relates  to  canvass  and 
powder,)  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee, to  embrace  the  best  and  earliest  opportunities  to 
procure  the  quantity  of  Duck  and  Powder  in  the  above 
Report. 

Mr.  JVilling,  a  member  of  the  Secret  Committee,  desiring 
to  be  excused,  on  account  ol  hii  li\ing  out  of  Town,  which 
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rendered  it  impracticable  for  him  to  attend  llie  Committee, 
whicli  usually  meets  in  the  evening: 

Resolved,  That  he  be  excused,  and  that  another  be 
elected  in  his  room. 

The  member  chosen  :  Mr.  R.  Morns. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  when  this  Congress  shall 
adjourn,  it  will  be  necessary  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  sit 
during  the  adjournment,  for  the  purpose  of  superintendmg 
the  Treasury,  carrying  on  necessary  correspondence,  and 
such  other  service^  as  shall  be  directed  by  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to 
consider  and  prepare  Instructions  for  the  Committee  above 
mentioned. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Hooper,  Ur. 
Franklin,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Deane. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  fit  out 
Armed  Vessels  be  authorized  to  give  able-bodied  Seamen,^ 
that  may  be  willing  to  enter  on  board  the  Ships  of  War  ol 
the  United  Colonies,  eight  Dollars  per  calendar  month. 

Information  being  given  that  sundry  persons  in  this  City 
have  lately  sold  Tea, 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  this  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  Friday  next. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tlmrsday,  December  14,  1775. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  on  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
half  an  hour  every  morning  be  employed  in  reading  the  cor- 
rected copy  of  the  Journal,  till  the  whole  is  gone  through. 

Resolved,  That  every  morning  the  Minutes  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  be  read,  before  the  Congress  enter  upon  new 
business. 

Ordered,  That  the  Journal,  as  corrected,  after  being  read, 
be  transcribed,  in  order  to  be  sent  to  the  press. 

The  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  for  fitting  out 
Armed  Vessels. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  said  Committee  consist  of  a  member 
from  each  Colony. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  choice  be  by  ballot. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Barllett,  Mr.  Hancock,  Mr. 
Hopkins,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  R.  Mor- 
ris, IMr.  Read,  Mr.  Ckasc,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Heivcs, 
IMr.  Gadsden,  and  Mr.  Houston. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  tiie  Letter  received 
yesterday  from  General  Washington. 

Resolved,  That  the  second  Resolution  in  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  General  JVashington's  Letter,  relative 
to  Transports,  be  recommitted. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Lieutenant  Hay,  of  the  Se- 
venth Regiment,  vvlio  is  now  a  jirisoner,  have  liberty  to 
return  to  Great  Britain,  on  bis  parole  not  to  take  up  arms 
against  America  during  tlie  present  dispute  between  Great 
Britain  and  these  Colonies. 

A  Petition  from  Peter  Bcrlon  was  laid  before  Congress 
and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition,  with  the  papers  ac- 
companying it,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

Tiie  members  chosen  :  IMr.  E.  Rittlcdge,  INIr.  Lynch, 
and  Mr.  Smith. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Gene- 
ral's Letter  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  post- 
jioncd, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-murrow. 

Friday,  Ueccmbcr  15,  1775. 

Information  being  given  to  Congress  that  Cajjtain  il/o<^e, 
who  was  intrusted  with  conducting  the  Prisoners  to  Rea- 
ding and  other  Towns  in  Pennsylvania,  having  performed 
that  service,  was  returned  to  this  City, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  a|ipointed  to  distribute 
the  Prisoners  confer  with  Captain  Mottc,  and  report  to 
Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colo- 
ny of  Pennsylvania   be  requested  to  recommend  proper 
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persons  for  Field-OfRcers  of  the  four  Battalions  to  be  raised 
in  the  said  Colony. 

Resolved, Thai  the  said  Committee  appoint  proper  persons 
for  Officers  in  the  said  Battalions,  under  the  rank  of  Majors. 
Resolved,  That  similar  orders  be  given  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  of  the  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  for  re- 
commending Field-Olticers  and  appointing  inferior  Offi- 
cers for  the  Battalion  to  be  raised  in  that  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  George  Meade  ^  Co.,  Mer- 
chants, of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  be  permitted  to  ex- 
port from  the  Colony  of  Virginia  so  much  of  the  produce 
of  that  country  as  shall  be  equal  in  value  to  any  quantity 
of  Salt,  not  exceeding  six  thousand  bushels,  which  they 
shall  carry  and  safely  deliver  there  to  the  Committee  of 
Safely  or  their  order,  who  are  empowered  to  regulate  the 
prices  of  the  said  produce  and  Salt ;  and  that  the  said 
George  Meade  &/■  Co.,  having  given  to  the  Delegates  of 
the  said  Colony,  in  this  City,  bond  with  sufficient  security, 
under  a  penally  of  double  the  value  of  the  said  Salt,  that 
they  will  not  carry  any  produce  of  the  said  Colony,  which 
they  may  receive  in  return  for  their  Salt,  to  the  Islands  of 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  Jersey ,  Guernsey,  Sark,  Alderney, 
or  Alan,  or  to  the  H'cst-Indian  Islands,  and  producing  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  said  Colony  a  certificate 
thereof,  signed  by  the  said  Delegates  here,  shall  have  a 
permit,  under  the  hand  of  the  Chairman  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  to  export  the  said  produce,  the  said  per- 
mit being  to  be  endorsed  on  or  annexed  to  a  manifest  of 
the  cargo  exported. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  Instructions  for 
the  Committee  who  are  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  read.* 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due : 

*  The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  and  prepare  Instructions  fur 
a  Committee  who  are  to  sit  during  tlie  recess  of  Congress  have  agreed 
to  the  following  resolutions  : 

ResoIceJ,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  said 
Comuiittee,  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  should  bo  authorized  and 
instructed — ■ 

To  receive  and  open  all  letters  directed  to  the  Congress. 
To  correspond  with  the  several  Conventions,  Assemblies,  or  Com. 
mittees  of  Safety,  with  the  Committee  of  Congress  sent  to  Canada,  the 
Conunissioners  for  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the 
Continental  forces  in  the  several  Departments. 

To  give  counsel  to  the  said  Commanding  Officers,  whenever  applied 
to  by  them. 

To  supply  the  Continental  forces,  by  sea  and  land,  with  all  necessa. 
ries,  from  time  to  time. 

To  expedite  the  striking  moneys  ordered  by  the  Congress  to  be 
struck. 

To  transmit  to  the  several  Commanding  Officers,  Paymasters,  and 
Commiss uies,  from  time  to  time,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  ne- 
cessiry  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Continental  forces ;  and  to 
order  payment,  by  the  Treasurers,  for  such  contracts  as  the  said  Com. 
mittee  may  make,  in  pursuance  of  the  authorities  and  instructions 
given  them. 

To  take  charge  of  all  military  stores  belonging  to  the  United  Colo- 
nies, to  procure  such  further  quantities  as  may  probably  be  wanted,  or 
to  order  any  part  thereof  wheresoever  it  may  be  most  rctpiisite  for  the 
common  service. 

To  direct  the  safe  keeping  and  comfortable  accommodation  of  all 
prisoners  of  war. 

To  contribute  their  counsel  and  authority  towards  raising  recruits 
ordered  by  Congress. 

To  procure  intelligence  of  the  condition  and  designs  of  the  enemy. 

To  direct  military  operations  by  sea  and  land,  not  changing  any 
objects  or  e.xpoditions  determined  on  by  Congress. 

To  attend  to  the  defence  and  preservation  of  forts  and  strong  posts, 
and  to  jirevcnt  the  enemy  from  acquiring  new  holds. 

To  apply  to  fwfh  cithccrs,  in  the  several  Colonies,  as  are  intrusted 
with  thr  c  I  itiiivi'  p'nvcrs  of  Government,  for  the  occasional  aid  of 
Miiiutr.'Mrii  jh,l  Mtlihi,  whenever  and  wherever  necessary. 

In  c:isr  ol  liic  il.Mth  of  any  officer  within  the  appointment  of  Con- 
<iToss,  tit  riii|p!ov  a  person  to  fulfil  his  duties  until  the  meeting  of 
Cuii'^ni'ss,  iiiilrss  the  office  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  admit  a  delay  of 
ap)>uintnient  until  such  meeting. 

To  I  xtuiiine  publick  claims  and  accounts,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
next  Congress. 

To  publish  and  disperse  authentick  accounts  of  military  operations. 

To  expedite  the  printing  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  as  by  them  di- 
rected to  b,'  published. 

To  sui;ii  1  ii!  .1  III.  i  liii','  of  Congress  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  to 

wliicli  It  •  mod,  if  any  great  and  unexpected  emergence 

shall  re;:   .  I   :\   [•<{  the  safety  or  good  of  the  United  Colonies: 

and  lo  1  I  :  •''■:■  I  iiiiiirss,  at  their  meeting,  all  letters  recuived  by 
them,  with  ;i  r.[i(iit  of  their  proceedings. 

RrsiilrnI,  That  the  said  Committee  be  authorized  to  appoint  thoii 
own  Clrrk.  who  shall  take  an  oath  of  secrecy  before  he  enters  on  the 

A',,s-.,'i,  ,  I  ,  ,1  in  t'li  rise  of  death  of  any  member  of  the  said  Com- 
niitter.  I  ,  ,  ;  .  .  •  K  apply  to  his  surviving  colleagues  to  appoint 
some  liiM   ".  11.    .  I M  be  a  member  of  the  said  Committee. 

1!<  s'.h  <  ,,  Til  II  r.  I'lrasurers  be  directed  to  pay,  out  of  the  Conti- 
neiital  iii..ikV!-  in  t!i>ir  hands,  all  drafts  made  on  them  by  the  saiJ 
Committee.    ' 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

The  Commitlee  to  whom  the  second  Resolution  in  the 
Report  on  General  fl  ashingtoii's  Letter  relative  to  Trans- 
ports was  reconmiitted,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was 
read. 

The  several  matters  to  tliis  day  referred  being  fujther 
postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  December  16,  1775. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  7th  Decem- 
ber, 1775,  being  received,  was  read. 

A  Letter  from  the  Convention  oi New- York,  dated  9th 
Inst.,  being  laid  before  Congress  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  tlie  Committee 
on  the  Continental  Currency. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  carry  into 
execution  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  relative  to  a  Naval 
Armament  be  empowered  to  draw  on  the  Treasurers,  from 
time  to  time,  for  any  sums  not  exceeding  Five  Hundred 
Thousand  Dollars,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  Resolu- 
tions of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  of  Maryla7id  and  T~ir- 
ginia  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  Instructions  for  Colonel 
Irvine. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Captain  i)7of^e 
brought  in  a  Report,  which  was  read. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due  to 
Josiah  Fcssenden,  for  riding  express  three  times  to  the 
Camp  at  Cambridge,  and  once  to  Rhode-Island,  and  for 
expenses  and  Horse  hire,  &,c.,  a  balance  amounting  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  Dollars. 

To  Daniel  King,  for  hire  of  a  Sulky  for  said  /.  Fessen- 
den,  eighteen  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Captain  H'hite  Eyes,  a  Delaware  Chief,  who  came  down 
with  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Allairs  in  the  Middle 
Department,  being  introduced  to  Congress,  the  President 
addressed  him  in  the  following  manner : 
Brother  Captain  White  Eyes  : 

We  are  glad  to  see  you,  and  we  bid  you  welcome  to 
this  council-hie,  kindled  for  all  the  United  Colonies. 

We  have  heard  of  your  friendship  for  your  brethren,  the 
white  peo|ile,  and  how  useful  you  have  been  in  preserving 
peace  and  harmony  between  your  nation  and  us,  and  we 
thank  you  for  those  services. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  Delawares  intend  to  embrace 
Christianity.  We  will  send  you,  according  to  your  desire, 
a  minister  and  a  schoolmaster,  to  instruct  you  in  the  prin- 
cijiles  of  religion,  and  other  parts  of  useful  knowledge. 

We  shall  be  happy  in  improving  every  opportunity  that 
shall  offer  for  convincing  your  nation,  and  all  the  other 
nations  oi Indians,  of  our  friendly  disposition  towards  them. 

Before  you  leave  this  City,  we  will  give  you  some  par- 
ticular testimony  of  our  regard  for  you. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  who  conferred  with  Captain  Motte, 

Resolved,  That  the  Othcers  be  distributed  in  such  places 
as  are  most  agreeable  to  themselves,  observing  always  the 
foimer  Resolutions  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  and  that 
the  Officers  and  Privates  be  not  stationed  in  (he  same 
places,  until  the  further  orders  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  a])pointed  to  confer  w  ith 
Major  Preston,  and,  with  him,  fix  on  an  Agent  to  negotiate 
bis  Bills,  and,  with  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  said 
Bills,  to  supply  the  Prisoners  taken  at  St.  John's  with 
Clothing  and  other  necessaries. 

The  members  chosen:  Mr.  McKcnn,  Jlr.  7?.  II.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  .S".  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  the  Privates  who  are  prisoners,  and  have 
been  left  by  Captain  Motte  at  Lancaster,  be  allowed  to  re- 
main in  that  place  till  the  further  orders  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  eighty  Dollars  he 
paid  to  Captain  Motte,  being  so  much  advanced  and  paid 
by  him  for  necessaries  to  his  men  in  conducting  the  Pri- 
soners. 

Resolved,  That  the  distribution  of  the  Prisoners,  made 
by  Captain  Motte,  is  approved. 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  a  standing  rule  of  Congress,  that 
no  person  be  allowed  to  make  any  motion  after  twelve 
o'clock,  without  special  leave,  until  the  Orders  of  the  Day 
are  either  determined  or  put  off  to  another  day. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Merchants  of  Philadelphia  was 
presented  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
three. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
Mr.  Hooper. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of  Mr.  D.  Beve- 
ridge  was  referred  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  post- 
poned, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  December  18,  1775. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Ma'pt  Preston, 
made  report  of  their  proceedings,  and  that  they  had  not 
yet  come  to  a  conclusion  with  Mapr  Preston  on  the  matter 
referred  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Preston  have  leave  to  go  with 
Captain  Motte  to  Lancaster,  and  there  to  remain  ten  days, 
if  he  choose  to  remain  there  so  long. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  Resolutions  of  Congress 
relative  to  the  disposal  of  the  Prisoners,  and  of  the  parole 
to  be  signed  by  the  Otiicers,  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Inspection  o(  Lancaster ;  and  that  an  order  issue  to  the 
said  Committee,  to  take  the  parole  of  the  Oflicers  there, 
and  transmit  the  same  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers, 
in  favour  of  Captain  Edward  Motte,  for  the  further  sum  of 
eighty  Dollars,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

Sundry  Aflklavits  from  Wyoming,  relative  to  disturbances 
there  between  the  people  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania, 
being  laid  before  the  Congress  and  read,  [See  folio  1964.] 

After  debate.  Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  this 
matter  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

Letters  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  19th,  20th,  24th 
November,  and  8th  December,  with  sundry  enclosed  papers, 
being  received,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
three. 

The  members  chosen:  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  McKean,  and 
Mr.  Jefferson. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  post- 
poned, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  December  19,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  Pennsyl- 
vania be  rec[uested  to  supply  the  Armed  Vessels,  which 
are  nearly  ready  for  sailing,  with  lour  tons  of  Gunpowder, 
at  the  Continental  expense. 

That  the  said  Committee  be  requested  to  procure  and 
lend  said  Vessels  as  many  stands  of  Small  Arms  as  ihey 
can  spare,  not  exceeding  four  hundred,  to  be  repaid  by  the 
Congress  either  in  kind  or  value,  as  the  Committee  may 
desire. 

That  if  the  Powder  and  Arms  that  may  be  supplied  and 
lent  to  the  Continent,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Armed  Ves- 
sels, shall  not  be  replaced  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  the  Congress  engages  that  their  whole  influence 
and  authority  shall  then  be  exerted  immediately  to  replace 
the  same,  by  procuring  Powder  and  Arms  from  some  other 
part  of  the  Continent. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  Powder  supplied  and  lent  to  the 
Continent  by  the  City  oi'  New-  York  shall  not  be  replaced 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  next,  the  Congress 
engages  that  their  whole  influence  and  authority  shall  then 
be  exerted  immediately  to  leplace  the  same,  by  providing 
Powder  fiom  some  other  part  of  the  Continent. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  re- 
sumed the  con'iideration  of  the  General's  Letters,  and  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  the  second  article  in 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  General's  Letters  was 
refeired,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  Resolution, 
'.3 
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which  is  to  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  said  second 
Resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  all  Transport  Vessels  in  the  same  service 
bavins  on  board  any  Troops,  Arms,  Ammunition,  Clothing, 
Provisions,  or  Military  or  ISaval  Stores,  of  what  kind  soever, 
and  all  Vessels,  to  whomsoever  belonging,  that  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  carrying  Provisions  or  other  necessaries  to  the 
liriiish  Army  or  Armies,  or  Navy,  that  now  are  or  shall 
hereafter  be  within  any  of  the  United  Colonics,  or^aiiy 
Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandises,  for  the  use  of  such  Fleet 
and  Army,  shall  be  liable  to  seizure,  and,  with  ilieir  car- 
goes, shall  be  confiscated. 

Tiie  Committee  on  the  fpialifications  of  Ofiiccrs  apply- 
inir,  Sic.,  made  a  Report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  the  stale  of  Virgirua  brought  in  their 
Report,  which  being  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  December  1 1 , 
1775,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  post- 
poned, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  December  20,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due  to 
several  persons,  for  necessaries  furnished  to  the  Rifle  Com- 
jianies  in  Virginia,  the  sum  of  640.5  Dollars,  and  that  the 
same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Rutherford. 

To  Rebecca  Reynolds,  for  Horse  hire,  6.9  Dollars,  and 
thut  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Henry  IVisner,  Esq. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers, 
in  favour  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eiihu  Spencer,  for  the  sum  of 
1-20  Dollars,  and  in  favour  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alexander  Mc- 
JChorlcr  for  the  like  sum,  who  have  undertaken  to  go  to 
ISorth- Carolina,  being  three  months'  advance,  they  to  be 
accountable. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Petition  of  David  Beveridge,  which 
was  agreed  to.      Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  is  unreasonable.  Re- 
solved, nevertheless,  That  for  the  more  speedy  arming 
these  Colonies,  the  said  David  Beveridge  be  permitted  to 
exjjort  a  cargo  of  the  produce  o(  America  (Live  Stock  and 
Lumber  excepted)  to  any  part  of  the  world,  except  Grea< 
Britain,  the  British  Islands,  Ireland,  or  the  British  IVest- 
Jndies, on  his  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  in  double 
the  amount  of  the  said  cargo,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection  of  Rhiladclphia,  or  to  such  persons 
as  the  said  Committee  shall  appoint,  that  he  will  import 
into  these  Colonies,  by  the  first  day  o(  June  next,  the 
amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  said  cargo  in  Anns,  Am- 
munition, or  Saltjietie,  and  shall  dispose  of  the  same  to 
the  Congress,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonics,  at  such 
reasonable  prices  as,  by  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the 
place  in  which  the  Vessel  shall  arrive,  shall  be  ascertained 
and  determined. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  General's  Letters,  and  there- 
upon came  to  the  following  Resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Vessels  heretofore  taken  and 
carried  into  Massachusetts-Bay,  by  the  Armed  Vessels  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  be  proceeded  against 
by  the  rules  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  and  libelled  in  the 
Courts  of  Admiralty  erected  in  said  Colony. 

Ceriaiii  Instructions  given  to  the  President  to  be  ob- 
served in  answeiing  the  General. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  with  regard  to  resolving  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  lake  inio  consideration 
the  Report  of  the  Conimiltee  of  Conference  respecting 
Boston,  postponed. 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  dispute  be- 
tween the  people  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  on  the 
waters  o{  Suscjuchannah,c:in\c  to  llie  followini;  Resolution  : 

Whorcas  a  dispute  subsists  between  some  of  the  inhabi- 
tanls  of  the  CoUm)-  of  Con)iccticul,  settled  under  the  claim 
ol   the   said   Colony,  on    the   lajids   near  ll'yomiug,  on  the 


Susquehannah  River  and  in  the  Delairare  Country,  and 
the  inhabitants  settled  under  the  claim  of  the  Proprietors 
of  Peimsylvania,  which  dispute,  it  is  apprehended,  will,  if 
not  suspended  during  the  present  troubles  in  these  Colo- 
nies, be  |)roductive  of  pernicious  consequences,  which  may 
be  very  prejudicial  to  the  common  interest  of  the  United 
Colonies ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  and  it 
is  accordingly  recommended,  that  the  contending  parties 
immediately  cease  all  hostilities,  and  avoid  every  appear- 
ance of  force,  until  the  dis[)ute  can  be  legally  decided  ; 
that  all  property  taken  and  detained  be  restored  to  the 
original  owners ;  that  no  interruption  be  given  by  either 
party  to  the  free  passing  and  repassing  of  persons  belia- 
ving  themselves  peaceably  through  said  disputed  territo- 
ry, as  well  by  land  as  water,  without  molestation  of  either 
persons  or  property  ;  that  all  persons  seized  and  detained 
on  account  of  said  dispute,  on  either  side,  be  dismissed  and 
permitted  to  go  to  their  respective  homes  ;  and  that  things 
being  put  in  the  situation  they  were  before  the  late  un- 
happy contest,  they  continue  to  behave  themselves  peace- 
ably on  their  respective  possessions  and  improvements, 
until  a  legal  decision  can  be  had  on  said  dispute,  or  this 
Congress  shall  take  further  order  thereon :  and  nothing 
herein  done  shall  be  construed  in  prejudice  of  the  claims 
of  either  party. 

The  several  matters  to  tliis  day  referred  being  post- 
poned, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tliiirsday,  December  21,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  an  authentick  copy  of  the  Resolution 
passed  yesterday,  relative  to  the  disputes  between  the  peo- 
ple of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  be  transmitted  to  the 
contending  parlies. 

The  Convention  of  Maryland  having  added  two  new 
members  to  their  Delegates,  one  of  them  attending,  pro- 
duced the  Credentials  of  their  appointment,  which  were 
read,  as  follows: 

"  Annai'olts,  ;\Iarvi,and. 
"In  Provincial  Convention,  Decembf.r  9,  1775. 

"Resolved,  That  Robert  Alexander  and  John  Rogers, 
Esqs.,  together  with  those  already  appointed,  be  Deputies 
to  represent  this  Province  in  the  Continental  Congress; 
and  that  the  said  Deputies,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
have  full  and  ample  power  to  consent  and  agree  to  all 
measures  which  such  Congress  shall  deem  necessary  and 
elllctual  to  obtain  a  redress  oC  American  grievances,  and 
be  authorized  to  represent  and  act  for  this  Province  in  any 
Continental  Congress  which  may  be  held  before  the  25ih 
day  q\'  March  next. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"  G.   DuvAi.L,  Clerk." 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  application  for  oiKces,  &,c.,  and  the 
same  being  debated, 

Resolved,  That  forty  iron  Pots  he  provided  for  the  Sol- 
diers, while  in  the  Barracks  near  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioned  OlKceis  of  each  Com- 
pany be  allowed,  every  week,  a  quarter  of  a  cord  of  Hick- 
ory, or  other  Wood  in  proportion. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  provided  for  the  Battalion 
raised  in  Pennsylvania  one  hundred  Haversacks,  a  Camp 
Kettle  for  every  six  men,  a  Tomahawk,  Canteen,  Car- 
touch-Box,  Knapsack,  ami  two  Belts  for  each  man. 

Resolved,  That  a  Coat  of  Uniform  be  provided  for  each 
Soldier,  and  that  what  the  Coat  co>i  more  than  the  Hunt- 
ing-Shirt, which  was  to  have  been  given  them,  be  deduct- 
ed from  their  wages. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Battalion  be  paid  one  month's 
pay  as  soon  as  may  be;  that  afterwards  they  receive  month- 
ly half  a  month's  pay  only,  until  so  much  is  retained  as 
will  amount  to  the  money  advanced  for  their  Fire-Arms, 
Clothing,  ^c. ;  after  which  they  shall  receive  their  full 
pay  monthly. 

Resolved,  That  it  bo  recommended  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  to  provide  Arms  for  the  three 
Couipaiiies  which  are  ordered  to  march;  and  also  lo  pio- 
vide    the    articles    ordered   above   for   the   use   of  ihe  said 
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Battalion,  and  likewise  to  furnish  the  said  Battalion  with 
Drums,  Colours,  and  Fifes. 

Dr.  James  Holmes  was  chosen  Surgeon  to  Colonel  Max- 
wells Regiment. 

Matthias  Halsied  was  elected  Quartermaster  to  Lord 
Slirlmg's  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  qualifications 
of  Officers,  &,c.,  be  directed  to  procure  proper  JNIedicine- 
Chests  for  the  Battalions  raised  in  Pennsylvania  and  JSeiv- 
Jtrstij. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  lake  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Conference  relative  to  an  attack 
on  Boston;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  fVard  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had  taken  into  consideration  the  matter  referred 
to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  any  resolution,  desired 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will  to-morrow  morning, 
unless  publick  despatches  prevent,  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  VVhole,  to  take  into  their  further  consi- 
deration the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  rela- 
tive to  the  attack  on  Boston. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  S. 
Adams,  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Maj.  Pres- 
ton, be  a  Committee  to  consider  what  allowance  should  be 
made  to  the  Officers  who  are  prisoners,  for  their  support. 

Resolved,  That  Mons.  Reronville,  a  Canadian  prisoner 
at  Trenton,  be  permitted  to  come  to  Fhiladcljihia,  and 
there  wait  the  orders  of  Congress. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  December  22,  1775. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuijler,  of  December  14,  1775  ; 
a  Letter  from  Lord  Stirling,  dated  Trenton,  December  14; 
also  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Livingston,  being  received,  were 
read. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  fit  out  Armed  Vessels  laid 
before  Congress  a  list  of  the  Officers  by  them  appointed, 
agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  Congiess,  viz: 

Eztk  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Fleet. 
Captains:  Dudley  Saltonstall,  of  the  Alfred;  Abraham 
Whipple,  of  the  Columbus;  Nicholas  Biddle,  of  the  An- 
drew Doria;  John  Burrows  Hopkins,  of  the  Cabot. 
First  Lieutenants:   John  Paul  Jones,  Rhodes  Arnold, 

Stansbury,  Hoysled  Hacker,  Jonathan  Pitcher. 

Second   Lieutenants :    Benjamin   Stabury,  Joseph  01- 

ney,  Elisha  Warner,  Thomas  Weaver,  McDougall. 

Third  Lieutenants:  John  Fanning,  Ezekiel  Burroughs, 
Daniel  T^aughan. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  CoinmarRler-in-Cliief  of 
the  Fleet  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  Dollars  per  cal- 
endar month. 

Resolved,  That  Commissions  be  granted  to  the  above 

Officers,  agreeable  to  their  rank  in  the  above  appointment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  fitting  out  Armed 

Vessels  issue  Warrants  to  all  Officers  emjiloyed   in   the 

Fleet  under  the  rank  of  Third  Lieutenants. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  fitting  out  Armed 
Vessels  be  directed  (as  a  Secret  Committee)  to  give  such 
Instructions  to  the  Commander  of  the  Fleet,  touching  the 
operations  of  the  Ships  under  his  command,  as  shall  ap- 
pear to  the  said  Committee  n)ost  conducive  to  the  defence 
of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  the  distress  of  the  enemy's 
naval  forces  and  vessels  bringing  supplies  to  their  fleets 
and  armies,  and  lay  such  Instructions  before  the  Congress 
when  called  for. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  con- 
sider how  the  shares  of  the  Prizes  allotted  to  the  capiors 
ought  to  be  divided  between  the  officers  and  men,  and  re- 
port to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  throe  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  Indians  lately  arrived,  and  report  to  Con- 
gress. 

The  members  chosen:  I\Ir.  Wythe,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr. 
iS.  Adams. 

A'Tceable  to  the  Order  of  the   Day,  the  Congress  re- 


solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
their  further  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Conference  relative  to  an  attack  on  Boston;  and  after 
debate,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  their  further 
consideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  had  come 
to  a  resolution  thereon,  which  he  was  ready  to  report. 
The  Report  of  the  Conwnittee  being  read,  the  same  was 
agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  if  General  Washington  and  his  Council 
of  War  should  be  of  opinion  that  a  successful  attack  may 
be  made  on  the  Troops  in  Boston,  he  do  it  in  any  man- 
ner he  may  think  expedient,  notwithstanding  the  Town 
and  property  in  it  may  thereby  be  destroyed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Quartermaster-General  have  the 
rank  of  a  Colonel  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due 
to  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.,  for  his  expenses  to  Mary- 
land, the  sum  of  72.4  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Papers  found  wiih  J.  Connolly,  and 
the  examination  of  said  Connolly,  and  the  others  taken 
with  him,  be  jirinted. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Hooper,  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Deane,  be  a  Comnnitee  to  examine 
the  Journals,  and  lay  before  Congress  a  list  of  the  matters 
therein  that  are  unfinished,  and  which  are  proper  to  be 
acted  upon. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  December  23,  1775. 

A  Letter  from  Lord  Stirling,  of  the  19th  q[  December, 
being  received,  was  read. 

A  Petition  from  Seth  Paddock,  Master  of  the  Sloop 
Mayflower,  and  Sylvamis  Coffin,  Master  of  the  Schooner 
Dolly,  of  the  Island  oi  Nantucket,  being  laid  before  Con- 
gress, was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three,  and  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  said  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  what  (|uantity  of  Provisions  and  Fuel  is 
necessary  for  the  annual  internal  consumption  of  the  in- 
habitants of  said  Island  of  Nantucket,  and  wliat  quantity 
has  been  exported  to  said  Island  from  the  different  Ports 
of  the  United  Colonies,  during  the  present  month  of  De- 
cember. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Harrison,  and 
Mr.  Sherman. 

Mr.  Langdon,  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  re- 
pair to  Ticonderoga,  and  confer  with  General  Schuyler, 
being  relumed,  laid  before  Congress  a  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, which  was  read. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  tliere  is  duo 
to  Ephraim  Blaine,  for  expenses  incurred  by  the  Treaty 
with  the  Western  Indians,  and  paid  by  him,  the  sum  of 
£533  19s.  4id.  ;  and  that  there  is  due  to  Ephraim  Steel, 
for  sundries  furnished  two  Rifle  Companies,  the  sum  of 
£14  8s.,  which  ouglit  to  be  ])aid  to  the  said  Blaine;  and 
also  4s.  8'/.,  due  to  John  McKee,  of  which  two  last  sums 
there  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  Continent  the  sum  of 
£5,  (.'£■' 13.3,)  for  the  two  hundred  weight  of  Lead,  and 
the  remainder  to  the  Companies,  respectively — the  whole 
being  equal  to  1,462.9  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 
The   Committee   to   wdiom    the   application    fiom    the 
Convention  of  the  Colony  of  Neu'-York,  for  the  loan  of 
£45,000,  was  referred,  brouiiht  in  their  Report;  which 
beinu;  read,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Tliat  notwithstanding  it  appears  to  this  Committee  that 
the  credit  of  the  Colony  oi  Neiv-York  is  unquestionable, 
and  their  application  for  the  loan  of  £45,000  was  suggest- 
ed by  disinterested  principles,  yet  that  it  would  not  be 
advisable,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Comujlttec,  for  llie  Con- 
gress to  make  the  loan  proposed. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Indians 
made  report  of  tlieir  proceedings,  which  was  read. 

Whereas  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  has,  by  a  certain 
Act  of  their  Asseniblv,  resolved  tliat  no  further  settlements 
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be  made  on  the  Lands  disputed  between  them  and  Penn- 
syhanin,  without  Hcense  from  tlie  said  Assembly: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  reconmiended  to  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  not  to  introduce  any  Settlers  on  the  said  Lands 
till  the  further  order  of  this  Congress,  until  the  said  dis- 
pute shall  be  settled. 

The  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Treasury  brought  in 
a  Report;  which  beini;  read,  and  in  part  debated, 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  articles  are 
necessary  for  the  Army  brought  in  their  Report,  which 
was  read. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of 
Peter  Berton  brought  in  their  Report ;  which  being  read, 
was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

That  they  have  taken  the  Petition  into  consideration, 
and,  after  mature  deliberation  had  thereon,  they  are  of 
opinion  that  it  is  not  advisable  or  proper  for  the  Congress 
to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petition. 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  of  Pennsijlvanin  call  on 
the  Treasurers,  and  inquire  of  them  what  sum  of  hard 
money  they  have  collected,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Indians  conclude  their  Conference  with  them  by  re- 
turning them  a  friendly  answer  and  making  them  a  small 
present. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Journal,  Sic, 
laid  before  Congress  a  list  of  the  several  matters  therein,* 
which  are  yet  unfinished. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  Committees  to  whom  any 
matters  are  referred,  conclude  their  business  with  all  con- 
venient despatch,  and  report  to  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  second  paragraph  in  General  Schiy- 
lers  Letter  of  the  14th  December,  relative  to  the  measures 
taken  hy  the  IVlinisterial  Agents  to  engage  the  Indians  in 
a  war  with  these  Colonies,  be  published. 

*  The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Journal,  and  state  what 
business  remains  still  before  Congress  unfinished,  have  agreed  to  the 
following  Report: 

The  Report  of  a  Committee  appointed  to  draw  Instructions  for  a 
Committee  during  the  recess  of  Congress  is  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  an  answer  to  some  Ministerial  Pro- 
clamations have  reported  an  answer  to  one  of  them  only. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  Instructions  to  Colonel  Irvine 
have  not  yet  reported. 

Part  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  their 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  is  on  tlie  talile. 

A  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  informatiou 
against  persons  refusing  Continental  currency  is  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  a  Petition  for  supplying  the 
Island  of  Grenada  with  Limiber  have  made  no  report. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Trade  of  the  United  Colonies 
have  not  closed  their  report. 

Tile  Report  of  a  Committee,  appointed  November  23,  to  consider  cer. 
tain  Letters  from  General  Schuyler  is  on  tlie  table. 

The  Committee  ajipointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of Berton 

have  laid  in  their  report. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  witli  the  Indians 
now  in  this  City  is  on  the  table. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee,  appointed  December  18,  to  consider 
certain  other  Letters  from  General  Schuyler,  is  on  the  table. 

A  R"port  from  the  Coinmitteo  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  es. 
tablisliing  Expresses  is  on  the  table. 

Part  of  a  Report  from  the  Coinmitteo  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Kirkland  is  still  on  the  table. 

A  i:^ommitt!'e,  appointed  November  23,  to  inquire  into  certain  frauds 

'I'll'-  !>' '  ''i    '    I  iiinittee  appointed  to  consider  Douw's  Letters 

an.l  ih.    /  ,    I        :,    ,~sriil  on  the  table. 

'I'«"l;  I     I    r     I.    :,   I  I  In  remain  to  bo  appointed. 

A"  iidii  III  iiiiMi  ,iL'  mist  persons  selling  Tea  is  yet  to  bo  considered. 

I'll''  Id  |"iii  "I   III.'  (  iiiuniissionois  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Middle 

'I'lic  Kporl  ol'I'ir  Coinnussioners  for /nrfian  Affairs  in  the  Southern 

The  Ri'port  of  the  Coininittoe  on  Lord  Stirling's  Letter  is  on  the 
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The  Report  of  the  Comni 
is  on  the  table. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  re[ 
and  confer  with  General  Schuyler,  is  on  the  table. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  is  the  following  business  unfinishod: 

Ri!port  of  the  proposed  Articles  of  Confederation,  reported  before 
the  last  adjournment. 

Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  articles  neccssarv  for  suDDlvinff 
the  Army  li.-s  ,,n  til.-  t;ible. 

,*^^""""'' ''"■  .1.  viMiig  Ways  and  Means  for  supplying  the  Indian 

Gallons  uiili  (, u  ,11.1  vet  reported. 

Coniiniit.-..  I,.,   MHiuiriug  after  virgin  Lead  and  leaden  ore,  .also  nf>or 
tlie  clu-ap.-si  ni.'tle.d   of  making   Salt,  ajipointud  before  the  adjourn. 


The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  post- 
poned, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Tuesday  next. 

Tuesday,  December  26,  1775. 

Two  Letters  from  General  Washington,  dated  the  1 1th 
and  IGlh  December,  1775,  with  an  enclosed  Letter  from 
Dr.  Morgan,  a  Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull,  dated 
20th  December,  with  a  Resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  also  a  Letter  from  sundry  Masters 
of  Vessels,  dated  Guadaloupe,  September  19,  1775,  were 
laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

The  Deputy  Mustermaster-General  sent  to  Congress 
sundry  Muster  Rolls  of  the  Pennsylvania  Battalion,  and 
others. 

Ordered,  That  the  Deputy  Mustermaster-General  be 
directed  to  muster  the  Battalions  raised  in  yew-Jersey,  and 
return  the  Rolls  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Friday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into 
consideration  the  propriety  of  opening  the  Ports  of  the 
United  Colonics  after  the  1st  day  of  March  next. 

Whereas  an  estimate  hath  lately  been  formed  of  the 
publick  expense  already  arisen,  and  which  may  accrue  in 
the  defence  o{  America,  to  the  10th  day  of  June  next,  in 
pursuance  whereof  this  Congress,  on  the  29th  o{ November, 
resolved  that  a  further  sum  of  Three  Millions  of  Dollars  be 
emitted  in  Bills  of  Credit. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  thirteen  United  Colonies 
be  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  so 
directed  to  be  emitted. 

That  each  Colony  provide  ways  and  means  to  sink  its 
proportion  of  the  said  bills,  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
most  effectual,  and  best  adapted  to  the  condition,  circum- 
stances, and  equal  mode  of  levying  taxes  in  each  Colony. 

That  the  proportion  or  quota  of  each  respective  Colony 
be  determined  according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  of 
all  ages,  including  negroes  and  mulattoes  in  each  Colony. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Assemblies, 
Conventions,  or  Councils,  or  Committees  of  Safety  of  the 
respective  Colonies,  to  ascertain,  by  the  most  impartial  and 
effectual  means  in  their  power,  the  number  of  inhabitants 
in  each  respective  Colony,  taking  care  that  the  lists  be 
authenticated  by  the  oaths  of  the  several  persons  who  shall 
be  entrusted  with  this  service ;  and  that  the  said  Assem- 
blies, Conventions,  Councils,  or  Committees  of  Safety,  do 
respectively  lay  before  this  Congress  a  return  of  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  of  their  respective  Colonies,  as  soon  as 
the  same  shall  be  procured. 

That  each  Colony  pay  its  respective  quota  in  four  equal 
payments:  the  first  to  be  made  on  or  before  the  last  day 
o(  November,  1783;  the  second,  on  or  before  the  last  day 
o(  November,  1784;  the  third,  on  or  before  the  last  day  of 
November,  1785;  and  the  fourth  or  last,  on  or  before  the 
last  day  of  November,  1786;  and  that,  for  this  end,  the 
several  Assemblies  or  Conventions  provide  for  laying  and 
levying  taxes  in  their  respective  Colonies,  towards  sinkinc 
the  Continental  Bills  ;  that  the  said  bills  be  received  by  the 
Collectors  in  payment  of  such  taxes,  and  be  by  the  Col- 
lectors paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Provincial  Treasurers, 
with  all  such  other  moneys  as  they  may  receive  in  lieu  of 
the  Continental  Bills ;  which  other  moneys  the  Provincial 
Treasurers  shall  endeavour  to  get  exchanged  for  Continen- 
tal Bills ;  and  where  that  cannot  be  done,  shall  send  to  the 
Continental  Treasurers  the  deficiency  in  silver  and  gold, 
with  the  bills  making  up  the  quota  to  be  sunk  in  that 
year  ;  taking  care  to  cut,  by  a  circular  punch  of  an  inch 
diameter,  a  hole  in  such  bills,  and  to  cross  the  same,  there- 
by to  render  I  hem  unpassable,  though  the  sum  or  value  is 
to  remain  fairly  legible  ;  and  the  Continental  Treasurers,  as 
fast  as  they  receive  the  said  quotas,  shall,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  a  Committee  of  five  persons,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Cunnress,  if  silting,  or  by  the  Assembly  or  Convention 
of  the  i'rovince  of  Pennsylvania,  examine  and  count  the 
Continental  Bdls,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  Commit- 
tee, burn  and  destroy  them;  and  the  silver  and  gold  sent 
them  to  make  up  the  deficiencies  of  quotas,  they  shall  retain 
in  their  hands,  until  demanded  in  redemption  of  Continen- 
tal Bill^,  that  may  be  brought  to  them  for  that  purpose, 
uhich  hills,  so  redeemed,  they  shall  also  iiurn  and  desticiy 
in  the  presence  of  the  said  Committee  ;  and  the  Treasur- 
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ers,  whenever  they  have  silver  or  gold  in  their  hands  for 
tlie  redemption  of  Continental  Bills,  shall  advertise  the 
same,  signifying  that  they  are  ready  to  give  gold  or  silver 
for  such  bills,  to  all  persons  requiring  it  in  exchange. 

The  Reports  of  tiie  Committees  on  General  Schuyler's 
Letters,  and  the  Report  of  the  Committee  sent  to  Ticon- 
deroga,  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Dick- 
inson, Ml'.  McKean,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Iluopcr,  Mr.  Jcjj'cr- 
son,  and  Mr.  Langdun. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a 
paragraph  ol  Lord  Stirling's  Letter  to  the  Congress  com- 
|)laining  that  several  of  his  recruits  had  been  arrested  and 
imprisoned  for  trifling  debts  being  taken  into  consideration, 
was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

The  Committee  have  reason  to  believe  that  divers  per- 
sons, either  from  inattention  to  the  publick  good,  or  with 
design  to  retard  the  recruiting  service,  have  arrested  and 
imprisoned,  for  very  trifling  debts,  many  soldieis  who  had 
engaged  to  risk  their  lives  in  defence  of  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties ol  America  ;  and  as  it  has  always  been  I'ound  necessary, 
in  time  of  war,  to  regulate  and  restrain  a  practice  of  such 
pernicious  tendency,  and  in  such  cases  to  abate  the  rigour 
of  the  law ; 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  it  be  recominended  to  the 
several  Legislatures  in  these  Colonies,  whether  Assemblies 
or  Conventions,  to  pass  acts  or  ordinances  prohibiting  the 
arrests  of  Continental  Soldiers  for  small  debts  ;  and,  in  order 
that  the  same  rule  may  pervade  all  the  Colonies,  that  no 
such  soldier  be  arrested  at  the  suit  of  any  of  his  creditors, 
unless  the  said  creditor  make  oath,  that  the  said  soldier  is 
justly  indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  thirty-five  Dollars  over 
and  above  all  discounts  ;  and  that  the  estate  of  no  such 
soldier  be  liable  to  attachment  at  the  suit  of,  or  for  the 
benefit  of  all  his  creditors,  unless  their  debts  in  the  whole, 
on  being  ascertained  by  their  oaths,  shall  amount  to  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  Dollars. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Letters  received  from  Lord 
Stirling,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three,  who  are  di- 
rected to  report  an  answer. 

The  members  chosen:  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  JV.  Livingston, 
and  Mr.  Jay. 

Resolved,  That  the  Battalion  raised  in  Pennsylvania 
be  supplied  with  Gun-Brushes,  Prickers,  Double- Worms, 
Screw-drivers,  and  Oil  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  the  said  Colony  to  provide  the 
same. 

Whereas  this  Congress,  by  a  Resolution  passed  the  loth 
dayof  Ju/y  last,  did  direct  that  every  Vessel  importing  into 
these  Colonies,  Gunpowder,  Saltpetre,  Sulphur,  and  other 
Military  Stores  therein  specified,  within  nine  months  from 
the  date  thereof,  should  be  permitted  to  load  and  export 
the  produce  of  these  Colonies,  to  the  value  of  such  fow- 
der  and  Stores  aforesaid,  the  Non-Exportation  Agreement 
notwithstanding,  by  permits  from  the  Committees  of  the 
several  Colonies:  to  the  end,  therefore,  that  this  Congress 
may  be  the  better  informed  of  the  quantity  of  Military 
Stores,  which  are  or  sliall  be  so  imported,  and  of  the  pro- 
duce exported  in  consequence  of  the  Resolution  aforesaid, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  Conmiittees 
by  whom  any  permits,  under  the  said  Resolution,  have 
been  or  may  be  granted,  to  transmit  to  this  Congress,  from 
time  to  time,  a  true  account  of  the  Military  Stores,  &c., 
imported,  and  of  the  produce  exported,  with  the  price  and 
value  of  both. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Resolution  be  published. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  |irepare  Instiuctions  to 
Colonel  Irvine  brought  in  a  draught,  which,  being  read, 
was  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

WL-iliicsckiy,  December  27,  177j. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Insjiection  of  the  Town 
of  Lancaster,  dated  21st  of  December,  1775,  enclosing  the 
Paroles  of  the  OiHcers  there,  being  received,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  Captain  Motte,  and  considt  with  him  on  the 
best  method  of  providing  the  guard  under  his  command 
with  Provisions,  on  their  return  home. 


The  members  chosen  :  Jlr.  Cushing,  Mr.  Dcane,  and 
Rlr.  Lynch. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  after  de- 
bate, at  the  request  of  a  Colony,  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  was  postjioned  till  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Captain  Motte 
brought  in  their  Re|)ort,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to, 
as  follows : 

That  they  find  some  of  said  guard  have  upwards  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  niiles  to  march  ;  that  they  will  be  con- 
tent with  eight  Dollars  each,  and  bear  their  own  expenses 
to  their  respective  homes,  or  to  be  supplied  by  a  Commis- 
sary, or  other  ways,  as  the  Congress  shall  judge  best. 

it  is  therefore  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  the 
said  guard  receive  a  sum  not  exceeding  eight  Dollars  each, 
in  lieu  of  all  other  provision  for  their  retmn. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Motte  be  empowered  to  pay  to 
his  guard  for  tlie  purpose  aforesaid,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
eight  Dollars  to  any  one,  according  to  the  respective  dis- 
tances they  have  to  go,  and  that  he  return  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  a  list  of  his  men,  and  an  account  of  the  pay- 
ments to  them  made. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tliursday,  December's,  177"). 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to 
Saclicveral  IVood,  the  sum  of  91.9  Dollars,  for  the  support 
of  seventeen  men  to  the  21st  December,  who  are  confined 
in  the  Jail  of  Philadelphia,  by  order  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers  in 
favour  of  G.  fl'ythe,  Escp,  one  of  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  confer  with  the  Indians,  for  the  sum  of  13  1-3  Dol- 
lars, as  a  present  to  said  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers, 
for  the  sum  of  8,000  Dollars,  in  favoui'  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  use  of  the  Battalion  raised 
in  said  Colony,  the  said  Committee  to  be  accountable. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  Virginia;  and  after  de- 
bate came  to  the  following  Resolution: 

Resolved,  That  six  Battalions  are  necessary  to  be  imme- 
diately raised  in  Virginia,  and  that  they  be  raised  accord- 
ingly, upon  the  same  terms,  and  paid  as  the  Continental 
Forces  in  the  Camp  at  Cambridge,  unless  the  Convention 
of  that  Colony  can  raise  them  on  better  terms. 

The  ('ongress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Secret  Committee,  and,  after  debate,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  state  of  New- York,  and  rei)ort 
theieon  to  Congress. 

The  members  chosen:  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Dcane,  Mr. 
Wythe,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of  Captain  Pad- 
Jock  and  Captain  Coffin  was  referred,  brought  in  their  Re- 
port, which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  December  29,  177.3. 

A  Petition  of  Captain  Scllick  being  laid  before  Con- 
gress and  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition,  with  the  Papers  ac- 
companying it,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen :  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr. 
F.  Lee. 

A  Petition  from  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Penn- 
sylvania being  read, 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Information  being  given  to  Congress  of  a  qiianiiiy  of 
Arms  and  Ammunition  which  may  be  procured, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
inquire  further  into  this  matter. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr. 
Lynch. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Trade  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  after 
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some  time  spent  therein,  the  President  resumed  the  cliair, 
and  Mr.  ^Fnrt/ reijorted,  that  tlie  Committee  had  taken  mio 
consideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  had  come 
to  certain  Resolutions,  which  he  was  ready  to  report. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  being  read,  the  Congress 
took  the  same  into  consideration;  and  thereupon  came 
to  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Colonies  of  Tlrginia,  Mnryhinl, 
and  Sorth-CdroHna,  be  permitted  to  export  produce  from 
their  respective  Colonies,  to  any  part  of  the  world,  except 
CI  nut  Britain,  Ireland,  the  Islands  oi  Jersey ,  Guernsey, 
Siirk,  Alderney,  and  Mnn,  and  the  British  M'est-lidia  Is- 
lands, and  in  return  to  import  so  much  Salt  from  any  part 
of  the  world,  not  prohibited  by  the  Association,  as  the 
Conventions  or  Councils  of  Safety  of  the  two  form'  r  Colo- 
nies, and  the  Provincial  Council  of  the  other  shall  judge 
necessary,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  now  suf- 
ferini;  great  distress  by  the  scarcity  of  that  necessary  aiti- 
cle,  proper  caution  being  taken  to  prevent  any  abuse  of 
this  indulgence,  by  exceeding  in  the  quantities  exported 
or  imported,  and  that  no  Provisions,  Slaves,  or  Naval 
Stores  be  exported,  if  other  connnodities  may  answer  the 
purpose. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  importation  of  any  universally 
necessary  commodity,  and  ihc  exportation  of  our  produce 
to  purchase  the  same,  must  give  a  proportionably  greater 
opportunity  to  our  enemies  of  making  depredations  on  the 
piroperty  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  Colonies,  and  of  occa- 
sionally distressing  them  by  intercepting  such  commodities, 
it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  Assemblies  or 
Conventions  immediately  to  promote,  by  sufficient  publir-k 
encouragements,  the  making  Salt  in  their  respective  Colo- 
nies. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Resolution  be  immediately 
published. 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Trade  brought  in  their  Re- 
port. 

The  Committee  on  Lord  Stirling's  Letters  also  brought 
in  their  Rejjort. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  rorre=pon(lence  in 
Vi'ginia,  dated  the  KJili  DtCLiaber,  was  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  read. 

Ordered,   To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed,  and  the  several 
other  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  further  jjoilponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

.Saturday,  Deceml'cr  311.  1770. 

Two  Letters  from  General  ff'ashington,  of  the  I'.'th  and 
2 1  St  December,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  Letter  to  General 
Howe,  and  accompanied  with  a  number  of  intercepted  Let- 
ter', being  received  and  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  Letters  from  the  Geneial.  and  the 
intercepted  Leiier.s,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  five. 

The  members  chosen:  iMr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr. 
Jl'ythc,  Mr.  Dcane,  and  Mr.  H.  Adams. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  of  the  21st  Deccmfier, 
being  received,  was  read. 

Another  Letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  IJth 
December,  being  delivered  by  two  stianucrs,  \l\net  and 
De  Fleiarne,]  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  commilted  to  the  Secret 
Committee,  who  are  directed  to  confer  with  tiio  bearers, 
and  to  pursue  such  measures  as  they  may  think  pioper  for 
the  interest  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  Tha\.  Major  Preston  have  leave  to  i^n  to  Ani- 
hoy,  to  visit  his  uncle  who  lives  there,  and  to  remain  in  iliat 
jilace  one  week,  and  then  return  to  I'hiladelphia,  and  wait 
the  orders  of  Congress. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inr|uire  into  the  iiiounds  (jf 
the  information  respecting  a  ()iiaiitiiy  of  Arms  and  .Ammu- 
nition being  lo  be  procured  report,  that  they  have  e.'vaiuined 
into  the  same,  and  have  received  intelligence  tliai  a  quan- 
tity of  Arms  and  Ammunition,  and  othei'  articles,  ai-e  con- 
cealed in  I'ryDn  <"()muy.  in  whicll,  al-o,  there  ,iie  seveial 
Tories,  armed  and  euli^leii  in  the  entiiiv's  >erv,i;(.-:  wiiere- 
ii[)on, 

P<.cso1vijI,T\v,\\.  the  said  Connnittee  be  direcied  lo  coni- 
niunicaie  the  said  intelligence  to  General  Schuyler,  and,,  in 


the  name  of  the  Congress,  desire  him  to  lake  the  most 
speedy  and  effectual  measures  for  securing  the  said  Arms 
and  Military  Stores,  and  for  disarming  the  said  Tories,  and 
apprehending  their  chiefs. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers, 
in  favour  of  the  said  Connnittee,  for  tlie  sum  of  forty  Dol- 
lais,  for  expediting  the  business  to  them  committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  do  imme- 
diately count  the  Silver  and  Gold  in  the  Treasury,  and 
forward  the  same  with  all  convenient  speed,  under  a  guard 
of  five  men,  to  General  Schuyler;  and  that  the  persons  to 
be  sent  by  the  above  Committee  accompany  said  guard. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers  be  empowered  to  employ 
a  Broker  to  collect  Gold  and  Silver,  in  exchange  for  Con- 
tinental Bills  of  Credit. 

Resolved,  That  the  contents  of  the  intercepted  Letters 
this  day  read,  and  the  steps  which  Congress  may  take  in 
consequence  of  the  intelligence  thereby  given,  be  kept 
secret  until  further  orders,  excepting  only  that  the  Dele- 
gates of  Virginia  and  South- Carolina  have  leave  to  send 
to  their  Conventions  extracts  of  such  parts  of  the  said  Let- 
tei-^  as  they  may  think  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  their 
Colonies. 

The  Committee  on  Captain  Sellick's  Petition  brought 
in  their  Report,  which  was  read. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  several  Merchants 
in  Philadelphia  also  brought  in  their  Rejjort,  which  was 
read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  December  18,  1 7". 5. 

The  Delegates  f(jr  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  have 
received  the  following  information,  whicli  they  pray  may 
be  inquired  into,  viz  : 

That  certain  persons  having  formed  an  association  for 
the  purpose  of  seizing  on,  and  removing  by  force  of  arms, 
the  people  settled  on  the  River  Susrjuehannah,  under  the 
government  and  protection  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
have,  in  pursuance  of  such  design,  raised  a  large  sum  of 
money,  and  with  the  same  enijjloyed  agents  to  enlist  men. 

That  they  have  also  collected  a  great  number  of  blankets, 
shoes,  firelocks,  with  a  quantity  of  powder  and  ball,  and 
other  military  stores,  in  this  city,  and  conveyed  the  same 
to  their  agents  in  this  coimtry,  who  have  therewith  clothed 
and  armed  the  men  they  have  raised  for  said  hostile  pur- 
pose. 

That  to  induce  men  to  engage  they  have,  by  the  agents 
been  promised  the  plunder  of  the  inhabitants  they  should 
in  this  manner  seize  on  and  remove,  over  and  above  the 
exorbitant  wages  given  them. 

That  by  artful  and  wicked  means  the  late  resolution 
of  Congress,  respecting  said  inhabitants,  which  the  hon- 
ourable President  sent  forward  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing hostilities,  has  been  represented  as  a  forgery  and  a  libel, 
propagated  among  the  people  who  were  solicited  to  join 
in  these  hostilities,  fictitiously  signed  John  Hancock,  Presi- 
dent ;  the  purport  of  which  was  that  this  Congress  had 
ordered  the  removal  of  said  inhabitants. 

That  the  agents  of  said  association  had  proceeded  to 
seize  on  large  quantities  of  goods  and  stores  belonging  to 
some  of  the  said  inhabiiams  of  Connecticut  and  others, 
which  were  going  up  the  River  Susi/uehaniiah,  to  supply 
the  said  settlers  in  part;  but  that  much  the  greater  part 
of  said  goods  were  designed  for  the  Indians  of  said  6'u' 
JSations,  at  the  head  of  said  river. 

That  the  detention  of  said  goods,  the  total  interruption 
of  all  supplies  to  the  Indians,  and  the  hostile  preparations 
making,  have  given  the  Indians  the  must  alarming  ajipre- 
hensions. 

That  the  different  parlies  engaged  in  tliis  ho-^tile  inva- 
sion began  their  march  on  Monday  last,  to  their  place  of 
rendezvous,  giving  out  as  they  went  that  they  should  be 
fifteen  hundred  stiong  when  collected. 

That  all  passes  leading  to  and  Iroin  said  settlement  are 
seized  on  and  guarded  by  said  parties. 

Tliat  the  distressed  settlers  have  put  themselves  into  ihe 
best  posiure  of  defence  in  their  |)ower,  having  no  other 
alternative  but  to  submit  to  plunder  and  ruin,  with  their 
families,  or  defend  them  to  the  last  extremity. 

Tu  support  ilie  truth  of  the  above  infonnation,  credible 
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persons  are  ready  to  be  examined,  and  many  deposiiions 
are  taken  and  ready  to  be  produced. 

During  this  inquiry,  wbicb  the  Delegates  desire  may 
be  entered  upon  immediately,  and  pursued  until  the  whole 
scheme  be  detected,  and  the  extensive  mischief  meditated 
prevented,  they  move  that  some  one  or  more  persons  be 
instantly  sent  by  the  Congress  with  order  to  stop  all  hos- 
tilities above  complained  of;  to  restore  to  the  jieople  on 
either  side  of  this  unhappy  dispute  their  property  that  may 
be  taken  from  them  ;  to  set  at  liberty  all  who  may  on  either 
side  have  been  made  prisoners ;  to  direct  that  commerce 
be  open  on  the  Susquchaiinah  with  said  settlers  and  the 
Indians,  and  to  give  orders  that  all  hostilities  between  the 
parties  cease,  and  that  every  one  continue  peaceably  to  enjoy 
and  occupy  the  lands  be  was  in  possession  and  improve- 
ment of  before  the  late  disturbances  between  them. 

STEPHEN   PARIST  AND   MOSES  THILLAM's   EVIDENCE. 

Slqihi-n  Parht  and  Mows  T/iillom,  of  W,'stm,>rcl,n„i  m 
the  County  of  Litchfield,  and  Colony  of  Ciiiiii--i-r,,iii.  .il  law  lul 
age,  testify  and  say,  that  in  the  cvnniii:  mxt  follow  m^^  ilif  tiiili 
day  of  Decemit'r  instant,  at  L(!///(''"'/./,  ])i-iiiri,  m  \\':-<l in<iri- 
la/ul,  they  were  informed  that  a  uuiubui',  cuusistiiig  ol  about  for- 
ty armed  men,  were  coming  to  take  and  carry  away  the  J\ew- 
Eiiglaiid  people  there,  with  the  deponents  at  Lacaii-a,  who 
were  there  settled  under  the  Ncw-Ein^lanil  pi'opln's  claim;  and 
about  the  middle  of  the  night  tin  <niii|Kuiy  (ilaini,  d  men  came 
in  to  L(ica!ca,  and  said  they  had  oidcrs.  r  il-ukI  hy  iliu  Govern- 
our  o(  Pc7h)isylvania,  to  take  tibiu  oll'ihr  land  anil  carry  them 
to  EastoiL  jail ;  then  took  and  carried  away  ten  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  said  that  Wi/oming  was  all  taken  before  that  time, 
for  there  was  seven  hundred  of  these  men  gone  over;  and  they 
believed  that  they  did  break  open  sundry  chests  and  carried 
away  sundry  papers  of  consequence.  And  further  the  depo- 
nents  sailh  not.  Stephen  Parist, 

Wislmoveknd,  December  10,  1775.  MosES  TniLLA.M. 

West.horeland,  Litchfield  County,  \ 
December  10,  1775.  \ 

Tlien  personally  appeared  tlie  above  named  Stephen  Parist  and 
Muses  Thillam,  and  made  solemn  oath  to  the  trutli  of  the  above  written 
deposition.     Before  me :         j^^^_,^^  Denison,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Deposition  of  Elisha  Richards. 

Elifha  RichardSj  of  Westmoreland,  m  the  County  of  Litch- 
field, and  Colony  of  Connecticut,  of  lawful  age,  testifies  and 
says,  that  on  Tuesday,  the  fifth  day  of  December  instant,  this 
deponent  set  out  from  WelUs  Ferry,  on  Delaicarc  River,  and 
■went  the  road  to  Lieutenant  John  Shaw,  at  Shuhula,  on  his 
way  to  Wi/omiiig,  when  he  was  stopped  nigh  by  the  said 
Shaw's  house,  by  one  Fuller,  who  was  said  to  be  Shorifl'  of 
Northamjilim  Counly,  in  the  Province  oi  PcnnsyU-aiiia,  and 
.hat  the  said  Fuller  came  up  to  him  and  gave  this  deponent  a 
slap  on  the  back,  and  told  him  he  was  his  prisoner ;  and  this 
deponent  demanded  the  sight  or  liearing  of  his  precept  or  order 
for  so  doing,  when  he  replied,  he  would  show  him  by  and  by, 
and  would  use  him  well;  and  then  the  said  Fuller  commanded 
two  persons  of  them  that  were  with  him  to  keep  this  deponent  for 
the  present;  and  after  this  about  one  hour  and  a  lialf,  one  Capt. 
Alexander  Patterson,  with  about  fifty  men  of  the  number  that 
was  with  the  Sherifl^  mustered  at  the  said  John  Shaw's  door, 
and  directly  marched  ofl'  towards  Lai  Imrin  I.,  ;iiid  I  heard 
some  of  them  often  say  they  were  going  u<  a.s,si^l  ih.'  Sherilf  to 
ta\<e  (he  New-England  people  settlnl  al  L,i, /:,ur,i, /,:  As  they 
were  going  otT  Esquire  John  Van  Camjx  n.  ui  ^  nd  parlv,  and 
the  said  Shc-riir,  asked  the  said  Juhn  Sh,nr  li  h,-  would  n,'.t  -iv,, 
bail  for  this  deponent;  when  the  said  Shair  baid  he  would  -uc 
bail  that  this  deponent  should  apjjcar  al  Larlmrack  .Srttlc- 
ment  before  the  Sheriff  the  next  morning,  and  accoidmgly 
acknowledged  himself  bound  in  a  bond  of  twenty  pounds,  btTore 
the  said  John  Van  Campen,  Esq. ;  and  the  said  John  V'ta 
Campen  s.iid  that  the  Congress  had  passed  acts  against  the 
,Aew-England  people  settled  at  Wyoming,  and  that  they  were 
very  mad  at  them,  and  that  they  had  turned  the  Co/inrcticiit 
Delegates  out  of  the  Congress  on  that  account,  and  that  five 
hundred  of  their  men  was  gone  to  Wyoming  to  take  them  off, 
and  he  supposed  they  had  done  it.  And  then  the  said  Van 
Campen  and  Fuller  went  on  to^vard  Lackawack,  after  the  other 
company,  and  the  next  day  this  deponent  set  out  from  .said 
Shaw's  towards  Lackawack  Settlement,  and  on  the  way  he  met 
soine  of  the  party  that  set  off  the  evening  before  from  Shaw's, 
with  a  number  of  prisoners,  inhabitants  of  Lackawack ;  and 
when  I  got  to  Lackawack,  at  the  house  of  John  Ansley  I  tbuud 
the  said  Van  Campen  and  Fuller,  with  the  rest  of  the  party ; 
when  I  asked  Van  Cajnpen  and  Fuller  what  further  they  had 
to  do  with  me,  when  the  said  Van  Campen  said  he  was  willing 
I  should  pass  on  to  Wi/omijii.'-,  if  the  Sheriff  was  willing;  wlieu 
the  Sheiid'buid  he  was  wilhng,  il  I  would  jiay  the  cuit.'     When 


I  asked  what  cost,  he  said  the  cost  of  serving  a  writ  on  me  last 
night;  wdien  I  told  him  he  had  shown  me  no  precept  last  night, 
nor  to  day;  then  he  made  an  attempt  to  pull  something  out  of 
his  pocket,  and  then  drew  back  his  fist  as  though  he  was  going 
to  strike  me  with  it,  and  said  Christ  Jesus,  God,  and  proceeded 
no  further,  but  turned  and  said  no  more  to  this  deponent;  but 
sundry  of  the  women  belonging  to  Lackawack  Settlement  told 
this  deponent  that  the  party  had  taken  nine  of  the  inhabitants 
prisoners,  and  carried  them  oflj  and  said  they  were  going  to 
carry  them  to  Easton  jiu\.  And  further  saith  not  this  depo- 
nent. 

Dated  at  Westmoreland,  9th  day  of  December,  1775. 

Elisha  Richards. 
Litchfield  County,  s-t.,  Westmoreland,       ) 
Colony  of  CoN^KCTicvT,  December 'd,  1775.  ^ 

Personally  appeared  the  above  named  Elisha  Richnrth,  signer  to  tho 
above  deposition,  and  made  solemn  oath  to  tlie  truth  of  the  above  and 
foregoing  deposition,  before  nie, 

Zebulo.n  Butler,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

DEPOSITION   OF   HENRV  BUSH  AXD  ASHBEL  ROBERTSON. 

Henry  Bush  and  Ashhel  Robertson,  both  of  WeslmorelaHd, 
of  lawful  age,  testify  and  say,  that  they  went  from  the  Town  of 
Westmoreland  on  Monday  last,  and  on  Wednesday  last  they 
were  at  Mr.  Prinker's  Mills,  at  Lower  Smithfield,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  they  there  saw  one  Joseph 
Samge,  who  told  them  that  the  Town  of  Westmoreland  at 
Wyoming  y/ns  all  cut  off  and  burnt,  when  we  replied  that 
we  came  from  there  on  Monday  last,  and  said  it  was  not  then 
done;  when  the  said  Savage  replied  again,  that  certainly  it 
was  done  by  this  time,  if  it  was  not  done  then,  for  he  certainly 
knew  that  the  people  from  that  Province  were  gone  up  to  do 
that,  in  great  numbers,  every  road;  and,  further,  we  were  at 
Ja.pack  Hlller's,  at  the  Windgap,  the  same  day,  and  he,  the 
said  Hiller,  told  us  that  the  people  from  their  Province  were 
gone  up  to  Wyoming,  to  cut  off  the  New-England  people,  and 
that  there  were  great  numbers  gone  up;  and  that  about  three 
hundred  people  had  gone  from  the  Jerseys  to  Shamokin  last 
week,  to  join  their  Province  people  to  cut  off  the  New- England 
people,  and  that  he  believed  their  Towns  were  all  in  ashes 
by  that  time;  and  that  the  said  three  hundred  people  from  tho 
Jerseys  passed  through  the  County  o(  Northampton,  as  they 
went  to  Shamokin;  and,  further,  that  on  our  way  home  from 
said  Hiller's  we  met  Shureman  Fraud,  of  Upper  Smithfield, 
who  told  us  that  Henry  Fuller,  Sheriff]  and  Garret  Broadhead, 
Esqrs.,  and  Captain  Ellick  Patterson  had  pressed  sixty  men  in 
the  Town  of  Upper  Smithfield,  and  did  press  his  two  sons,  and 
they  did  go  with  him,  and  that  sixty  others  who  they  pressed 
did  go  with  them,  and  they  were  gone  to  cut  off  the  Lackawack 
Settlement  of  the  New-England  people.  And  further  siith  not 
these  deponents. 

Dated  at  said  WcstiaorelanJ,  this  9th  dayof  December,  177.5. 
Henry  Bush, 
AsHBEL  Robertson. 
Westmorel.vnd,  LiTciiFiF.LD  Couuly,  \ 
December  9,  1775.  \ 
Personally  appeared   Mr.   Henry   Bush  ami  Ashlel  Ruber tsun,   tho 
signers  of  the  aliove  deposition,  and  made  solemn  oatli  tliut  tlie  saaij 
was  true,  according  to  tlie  best  of  tlieir  knowledge.     Before  in  ■, 

Silas  Park,  Justice  of  the  peace. 

Darmaunis  Brink's  Deposition. 

Harmainiis  Brink,  o(  Shijipekmik,  in  the  County  of  Si^sscir,  in 
the  Province  o(  New-Jersey,  of  lawful  age,  testifies  and  says, 
that  on  the  tjth  day  of  this  instant,  December,  he  was  at  tho 
house  of  Lieutenant  John  Shaw,  at  Shaln-hi,  al  ev  nuig,  where 
a  number  of  men  came  in  while  he  wa.s  at  .said  Shmcs  liou^e, 
with  prisoners  from  Lackawack,  of  the  Nca:- F.h L'ht :hl  people 
seitl,  d  there;  and  that  he  saw  sundry  of  said  part\-  thai  :h  Knew 
by  name,  viz:  Ellick  I^alterson,  JohnVan  Ca  ,n  ,■  .^ .  Km;  ,  ./.-/',{ 
V,;/(  Ml, ;/,  Isaac  Jennings,  Ellick  Ervings,  !i.  n,',„h  J/--;,-/,///, 
John  Seal,/.  William  Smith,  Joseph  Smith,  James  Bacon,  Ju/in 
Bnike,;Jai„rsLisson,ManuelVanAllen,DanielDecker,Gase- 
berl  V'luL'iirde,  Jnenb  Decker,  Elias  Decker,  Hans  Williams, 
and  Fuller,  the  ii\KrM' oi' Northampton  County,  in  the  Province 
ol'  Penusi/lrania,  who  went  off  from  Shaw's  with  the  said  pri- 
soners down  towards  tlie  settlement  oi P cans y Ira nia,  w  hile  this 
deponent  was  at  Shaio's  house ;  and  that  on  Tuesday,  the  5tli  day 
of  this  instant,  this  deponent  remained  at  the  house  oi  Manu.l 
Consolis,  in  Lower  Smithfield.,  when  he  saw  Charles  Slnniri, 
of  the  Jerseys,  and  om^  Gar  ret  Broadhead,  Esq.,  of  said  Smilh- 
ficld,  liave  one  Career,  one  of  the  New-F.ni^ii iid  \<'  opie  sellb  il 
at  Wyomijig,  prisoner,  whom  the  said  Sicirarl  .^ald  be  woiil  1 
carry  to  jaiT,  for  he  was  afraid  he  would  carry  news  to  tlie  Lack- 
awack  people  of  the  party  that  was  going  against  them ;  antl  this 
deponent  proposed  that  it  was  a  hardship  to  puta  man  to  jail  for 
that,  and  offered  to  take  him  along  the  road  towards  one  Cole- 
fo.ce's,  which  they  con.seiiled  to.  And  further  saith  not  this 
deponent. 

Dated  at  Westmoreland,  this  11th  of  December,  A    D   17  75. 

HaH.MAI  NIS  LiU.SK 
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Litchfield  Coun/y,  ««' ■  Westmoreland,  ) 
Decemher  Vi.  177.-..  ^ 

Pi-rsonallv  appeaml  .Mr.  Harmaunis  Brink,  signer  to  the  foregoing 
dei,.j3ilion,  and  made  solemn  oatl.  to  the  truth  of  the  8:.me,  before  me, 

'  Zeuilo.n  Butler,  Justice  of  the  Feace. 

Deposition  of  Daniel  Ross. 

Daniel  Ross,  of  Westmorelanri,  of  lawful  ago,  testifies  and 
says-  that  some  time  about  the  1st  of  November  la^t.  he  came  to 
the  mouth  o{  Fishing  Creek,  on  the  East  Branch  of  the  Siisque- 
honnah  River,  as  he  was  on  his  way  from  Fort  Pitt  to  the  set- 
tlement of  the  New-Eiiglnnd  people  at  Wyominf;,  when  one 
Captain  Dolson,  and  one  Fields,  and  one  Asp;/,  who  were  set- 
tled near  the  mouth  of  said  Fishing  Creek,  told  me  and  one 
Aliiiah  Harrington,  who  was  my  fellow-traveller,  that  ihey 
were  going  to  raise  a  party  of  men  in  Pennsylcaaia,  to  take 
all  the  NiM'-England  people  oti'at  Wyoming,  and  that  he,  the 
said  Dolson,  had  orders  to  enlist  men,  and  that  they  should  have 
three  pounds  a  month  for  their  pay,  and  all  found  as  to  board, 
and  liquors  besides,  and  leggings,  blankets  and  shoes;  and  that 
they  further  said  that  they  might  come  up  to  Wyoming,  anA 
take  off  any  horses,  cattle,  or  any  other  thing  fiom  the  Netc- 
Eiigland  people,  and  they  would  be  justified  in  so  doing  by 
the  authority  of  Pe7t«sy/rartW  ,•  and  then  this  dipontnt  and  the 
above  named  Harrington  enlisted  under  the  said  Captain  Dol- 
son, as  soldiers,  to  join  with  others  to  take  the  Neic-England 
people  off  from  H'^voot/w^-,  and  signed  his  enlisting  orders,  which 
were  signed  by  Dr.  Plunket,  Captain  Hunter,  Esquire  Troy, 
and  Dr.  Ellison;  and  that,  some  days  after,  I  heard  that  Mr. 
Avery,  of  Wyoming,  had  come  from  the  Congress,  by  the  way 
oiShamokin,  and  that  he  reported  that  the  Congress  had  settled  a 
line  between  the  two  parties,  and  that  the  Neiv-England  people 
were  to  hold  down  as  far  as  within  four  miles  of  the  Point  on  the 
East  Branch ;  that  the  Pennsylvania  people  were  to  hold  the 
West  Branch;  and  that  the  title  was  settled.  And  some  days 
after  I  was  at  Shamohin,  and  there  heard  from  sundry  persons 
that  the  stories  that  said  Avery  told  were  false,  and  that  they 
had  letters  from  the  Congress,  and  that  they  had  dour  rmthing 
about  it  then,  anyway;  and  soon  after  Mr.  C/mr/r^  Shir.nt 
came  to  Sunbury,  and  brought  news  from  Ptii/,i,li  Ip/nn  iliat 
the  Congress  had  given  orders  to  drive  ofi'  the  ISiic-Eitginnd 
people,  and  that  he  had  brought  printed  papers,  with  Mr.  Haa- 
cock's  name  to  them,  and  others  of  the  Congress,  as  the  said 
Stewart  said  that  the  said  deponent  often  heard  rend  al  Snnlmry 
and  other  places  there;  and  that  it  was  giMnL'  'In'  P^  nnsylva- 
nia  people  liberty  to  drive  off  the  Neir-l],i ^hi,,,/  |i(.u|ile  from 
Wyoming,  and  that  when  they  had  got  thim  olf  thtj  Congress 
■would  dare  keep  them  off,  and  that  this  was  so  understood  by 
the  whole  body  of  the  people,  and  so  reported  at  Sunhury,  the 
Point,  and  other  places  in  that  County;  and  that  this  deponent 
conversed  sundry  times  with  the  said  Charles  Steivart,  and  that 
I  drank  several  bowls  of  punch  with  hini,  and  while  1  was  in 
his  company  he  told  publickly  that  if  any  of  the  people  then  at 
Sunbury,  or  in  that  County,  would  come  up  to  Wyoming,  and 
distress  the  people  of  Wyaming,  by  taking  their  horses  or  cat- 
tle, or  any  other  thing,  that  he  would  justify  them  in  so  doing, 
and  bear  them  out  in  it,  and  that  they  might  have  whatever 
they  could  get  in  that  way  for  their  own  ;  and  that  this  depo- 
nent then  came  up  to  Wi/omiiw.  in  company  with  Ahijah  Har- 
rington, Daniel  Field's,  ./,.>,;,/,  I):<h„  ■■„-  J„,,j,h  Smith,  anA 
Gaspy  lleymy;  nud  a\   11  n    n    '        '  ^.ro  otif  Frazier 

lives,  they  got  two  colls      ■   I  /.'  :^       '<  went  back  with 

them,  and  the  other  four  wi   li iiji  ur,      imp    up  to  Shawnee 

Flats,  and  there  took  two  more  of  the  S-  ir-England  ])eople's 
liorses.  Fields  and  Harrington  went  back  with  thein,  and 
then  this  deponent  and  Joseph  Disbury  came  up  to  Kingston 
Flats,  and  staid  there  one  day  and  two  nights,  and  then  look 
two  horses;  the  said  Joseph  D ishu ry  cMched  one,  and  said  it 
w  as  his,  and  told  me  that  I  might  take  that  along,  and  took  one 
other  horse,  that  he  said  belonged  to  one  Smith,  of  the  :\eir- 
England  settlers,  and  then  we  returned,  on  the  said  horses,  to 
Captain  Dolson' s,  where  we  found  all  the  others  of  the  party, 


and  all  the  horses;  and  the  said  Dolson  kept  three  of  the  horses 
about  two  daj's;  and  while  this  deponent  was  gone  away  from 
Dolson' s,  the  abovesaid  Smith  took  the  three  horses,  as  the  said 
Dolson  told  me,  and  was  gone  to  the  Jerseys,  to  Ponding' s  Kill, 
and  was  to  sell  the  horses  if  he  could,  and  then  bring  back  the 
money,  when  he  came  into  Wyoming,  with  the  party  that 
should  come  from  there;  and  if  he  could  not  sell  them,  he  was 
to  put  them  out  to  pasture,  on  said  Poicling's  Kill,  to  be  kept 
through  the  winter;  and  soon  after  this  Captain  Dulson  told 
this  deponent,  and  Abijah  Harrington,  and  one  William  Barr, 
that  the  authority  at  Shamokin  had  sent  orders  to  have  a  party 
sent  up  to  Wyoming,  to  see  if  the  people  were  intrenching  la 
order  to  defend  themselves,  or  if  they  were  making  wooden 
cannon  to  defend  with,  and  we  set  out  for  Wyoming,  and  was 
there  taken  by  Captain  Ransom,  one  of  the  constables  of  West- 
moreland.  And  further  saith  not  this  deponent. 
Dated  Westmoreland,  December  11,  1775. 

Daniel  Ross. 
Abijah  Harrington. 

Litchfield  Cou.nty,  sst.,  Westmoreland,  ? 
December  1-2,  1775.  ^ 
Personally  appeared  Daniel  Ross  and  Abijah  Harrington,  signers  to 
tlie  foregoing  deposition,   and   made  solemn  oath  to  the   truth  of  the 
same,  before  mo,  excepting  Harrington  was  not  with  Ross  and  Disbury, 
in  taking  the  two  last  horses. 

Zebulon  Bt'TLEa,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

JOHN  calkins's  deposition. 

John  Calkins,  of  Westmoreland,  of  lawful  age,  testifies  and 
says,  he  has  been  often  at  Coshockton.  Delaware  River,  among 
the  people  settled  there,  and  that  he  has  been  acquainted  with 
that  settlement  for  fifteen  years;  that  this  deponent  was  well 
acquainted  with  many  of  the  people  there,  and  knew  that  they 
settled  there  on  the  New- England  claim,  and  that  they  had, 
before  the  last  Indian  war.  laid  out  three  Townships,  by  order 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  JJelavare  Company,  in  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  and  lotted  out  the  said  Towns;  but  they  had  been 
often  suppressed  by  the  Indians,  and  had  lost  some  men  in  the 
wars  with  them,  viz;  Muses  Thomas,  Huff,  and  one  Skinner, 
all  New-England  men;  and  all  that  are  now  living  there,  that 
I  know  of,  are  people  that  came  from  Connecticut.  But  I 
have  this  fall  heard  that  some  of  them  had  taken  warrants  out, 
to  secure  to  themselves  the  titles  under  Pennsylvania,  of  small 
pieces  of  their  improvements,  to  enable  them  to  trade  off  their 
board  and  lumber  sent  down  Delaware  River,  the  Pennsylva- 
nia people  seizing  all  such  stulfthat  does  come  by  the  hand  of 
a  freeholder,  as  they  informed  this  deponent.  And'  further  saith 
not. 

Dated  Westmoreland,  December  12,  1775 

John  Calkin. 

County  of  Litchfield,  sst.,  Westmoreland,  ) 
A.  D.,  1775.  \ 
P.-rsunally  aiipe:ircd  tlie  above  named  Jtt/i»  C'a//.'/H,  signer  to  the  above 
deposition,  and  made  solemn  oatli  to  the  truth  of  the  same,  before  me, 
Zeuulo.n  Butler,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

DANIEL  saint  JOHN's  DEPOSITION. 

Daniel  Saint  John,  of  Goshen,  in  the  County  of  Orange,  in 
the  Province  of  New-York,  of  lawful  age,  testifies  and  says,  that 
he  had  information  from  one  that  was  a  tory,  that  this  Com- 
pany which  i.<  gathering  to  come  upon  the  Nen--England  peo- 
ple settled  at  Wi/i'ining,  had  connection  with  all  the  tories,  far 
and  near  ;  and  that  their  plan  was  to  come  here  and  take  pos- 
session of  the  lands  that  the  people  here  possess,  and  make 
themselves  as  strong  as  they  could,  and  when  the  King's  troops 
should  invade  and  get  possession  of  the  sea-ports,  that  they  were 
to  fall  on  the  backs  of  the  Continental  troops.  And  further  saith 
not  this  deponent. 

Dated  at  Westmoreland,  December  12,  1775. 

A  true  copy  of  a  deposition  taken  before  and  authority  here. 
Zebulon  Butler. 
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Bristol, 1010 

Of  the  Lord   Mayor,  kc,  London,  to  tlie 

Electors  of  Great  Britain,       -  -  -     831 

Of  the  Merchants,  fcc,  of  London,    -  -   l(tl)9 

Of  the  Citizens  of  Coventry,     -  -  -     ;»si 

Of  Nottingham,        -  -'        -  -  -    1113 

Of  the  Manufacturers,  &ic.,  of  Nottingham,    1115 
Of  the  Inhabitants  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
and   Letters  relative  to    the   presentation 
of  the  same,  -----   1201 

Of  the  Gentlemen,   i>:c.,  of  the  Counix  of 
Berks,         -         -         -         -         -         -   1383 

Of  the  Gentlemen,  &ic.,  of  the  City  of  Wor- 
cester,        -  -  -  -  -  -   1519 
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Mode  of  procuring  Signatures  to,        -      7 
Aberbothock,   Burgh,       -  -  - 

Aberdeen,  City,       -         .         -         - 
Abingdon,  Borough,  .  -  - 

Andover,  Borough, 
Angus  and  Mearns,  Provincial  Synod, 
Annan,  Borough,     -  -  -  - 

Argyle,  Freeholders,  &:c.,  of  Shire, 
Anmdel,  Borough  and  Town, 
Axbridge,  Town,     -  -  -  - 

Ayr,  Burgh, 

Ayr,  Noblemen,  Sic,  of  County, 
Banll"  Noblemen,  &ic.,  of  County,     - 
Barnstaple,  Borough,        -  -  - 

Berks,  County,        .  -  -  - 

Berwick,  County,  ... 

Beverly,  Town,       .         -         .         - 
Bewdley,  Corporation  of, 
Blackburn,  Gentlemen,  &ic.,  of  Town, 
Bolton,  Gentlemen,  Sec,  of  Town,     - 
Brechine,  City,        .  -  -  - 

Bridgewater,  Borough,     - 
Bridgewater,  Inhabitants  of  Borough, 
Bristol,  City,  -  -  -  - 

Narrative  of  Facts  lelative  to  the  same, 
Burnt-Island,  Borough, 
Cambridge,  Town, 
Cambridge,  University, 
Carmarthen,  Borough  and  Town, 
Carmarthen,  County,        -         -         - 
Chester,  City,  -  -  -  - 

Christ  Church,  Ancient  Borough, 
Clackmanan,  Gentlemen,  he,  of  County, 
Colchester,  Town, 
Coventry,  Gentlemen,  &ic.,  of  City, 
Remarks  on  the  same,      -         -         - 
Derby,  Gentlemen,  k.c.,  of  Borough, 
Devon,  High  Sheriff,  &c.,  of  County, 
Devon,  Justices  of  Peace  for  County, 
Devonshire   Militia,  Officers  of  First  Rej 

ment.  .  .  -  -  - 

Devonshire    Militia,    Oflicers    of    Norihe 

Reuiment,  -  -  -  - 

Duhhn,  High  Slierifl",  &c.,  of  County, 
Dumbarton,  Royal  Burgh, 
Dumbarton,  Freeholders,  Sic,  of  County, 
Dumfries,  Freeholders,  fee,  of  Shire, 
Dumfries,  Town,     .  -  -  - 

Dundee,  Town,      -         -         -         - 
Dundee,  Gentlemen,  &.C.,  of  Town, 
Dunfermline,  &c.,  Borough, 
Edinburgh,  Lord  Provost  of,     - 
Elgin,  City,  -  -  _      - 

Elgin,  Noblemen,  &lc.,  of  County,     - 
Exeter,  City,  -         .         -         - 

Fife,  Noblemen,  kc,  of  County, 
Forfar,  Ancient  and  Royal  Burgh, 
Fortrose,  Inhabitants  of  Burgh, 
Gloucester,  City, 
(juernsey,  Island, 
H.iddington,  Ancient  Borough, 
Haddington,  Freeholders,  he,  of  County 
Halifax,  Gentlemen,  &^c.,  of  Town, 
Haverford-West,  Town  and  County, 
Ilrlleston.  Borough.  -  .  - 


20,  77'3 

-  1260 
-1100 
-1100 

-  1382 

-  1176 

-  1326 

-  1077 

-  1078 

-  1659 

-  1101 

-  1008 

-  1621 

-  1176 

-  1549 

-  1258 

-  812 

-  1399 

-  1678 

-  1677 

-  1215 

-  1189 

-  1128 

-  817 

-  815 

-  1325 

-  1560 

-  1631 

-  981 

-  1128 

-  1328 

-  1149 
1379 

-  1338 

-  781 

-  981 

-  1253 

-  1148 

-  949 

'  -  844 
rn 

-  1129 

-  1422 

-  942 
93b 

-  1261 

-  1214 

-  1071 

-  1189 

-  1262 

-  KKJ9 

-  1688 

-  1689 

-  1421 

-  1.559 

-  1398 

-  1112 

-  1078 

-  12.59 
,   1259 

-  1261 

-  1086 

-  1215 


2l 


:97] 


INDEX. 


1972 


Address  to  the  King,  against  the  Colomcs — 

Hereford,  City, 13"0 

Hereford,  Freeholders,  &;c.,  of  County,      -  16S8 
Huntinodon,  Borough,      -         -         -         -  1631 

Inverary,  Burgh, 16.^9 

Inverness,  Bur^li, 1370 

Irish  Parliament, 1001 

Irvine,  Provost,  &c.,  of  Burt;!),  -  -     ""1 

Irvine,  Ministers  and  Preshyiery,  -   1690 

Ible  of  Man,  Bishop  and  Cleri;y,        -         -  1  MO 
Isle  of  Man,  House  of  Keys,  -         -   IMl 

Kincardine,  Gentlemen,  &c.,  of  County,     -   1704 
Kingston-u|)on-Hull,  Corporation,       -  -     7-29 

Kingston-upon-Hull,  Inhabitants,        -  -     730 

Kingston-upon-Hull,   Brotherhood  of  Mas- 
ters and  Pilots,  ...  -     730 
Kinross,  Freeholders,  Sic,  of  County,         -  1338 
Kircudbright,  Magistrates,  Sic,  of  Burgh,  -     783 
Kircudbright,  Mag^istrates,  &c.,of  Stewartry,   1621 

Kirkaldy, ''Burgh, 1325 

Lanark,  Burgh, 1563 

Lanark,  Gentlemen,  Ike,  of  County,           -   1200 
Lancaster,  Genilemen,  ike,  of  County  Pala- 
tine,   1677 

Lancaster,  Town,  ...  -     013 

Leeds,  Borough, 1216 

Leeds,  Gentlemen,  &ic.,  of  Borough,  -   1216 

Leicester,  Borough,  .         -         -         -     HQS 

Leith,  Town,  -         -         -         -         -  1027 

Linlithgow,  Borough,  .  .  -  -  1319 
Linlithgow,  County,  -  -  -  -   1102 

■    Litchfield,  Bailiffs  and  Citizens  of  City,      -1139 

Liverpool,  City, 686 

Liverpool,  Gentlemen,  Sec,  -  .  -  772 
Lochmaben,  Town,  .  .  -  -   1539 

London,  Justices,  &ic.,  of  the  Liberty  of  the 

Tower, -   1139 

London,  Liverymen,  .  -  -  -  1175 
London,  Merchants,  &,c.,  ...   1063 

Lymington,  Borough,       -  -  -  -  1559 

Maidenhead,  Corporation,         -  -         -  1548 

Manchester,  Gentlemen,  &c.,  -         -     649 

Letters  asserting    the    falsity  of  statements 

made  in  the  above,       -         .         -      G48,  651 
Middlesex,  Justices  of   Peace,  Gentlemen, 

&ic.,  of  County,  ...  -   1030 

Montrose,  Town,  -         .  -  .     775 

IVairn,  Borough, 1369 

Nairn,  Gentlemen,  &,c.,  of  County,  -   1380 

J\cwcastle-npon-Tyne,  Merchants,  &c.,  -  1519 
New-Windsor,  Borough,  -         -         -  1668 

Northamptonshire  Militia,  Officers,     -  -   1189 

Nottingham,  Gentlemen,  8ic.,  -         -  1113 

Orkney.  Justices  of  Peace,  Uc,  of  County,    1547 

Oxford,  City, 1.371 

Oxford,  University,  -  -  -  -   1188 

Paisley,  Town  Council,  -         -         -1381 

Peebles,  Borough,  -  -  -  -   1149 

Perth,  Borough,  -----  1326 
Perth,  Inhabitants  of  Borough,  -  -   1348 

Perth,  Noblemen,  &.C.,  of  Counlv,     -  -   1337 

Plymouth,  Borough,  -  -'        -  -   1400 

Iconic,  Town  and  County,  -  -  -  744 
Renfrew,  Burgh,  -----  1214 
Reiil'rew,  Genilemen,  Sec,  of  County,  -   1381 

Rose  and  Cramarty,  Gentlemen  of  Counties,  1640 
Rutherglen,  Burgh,  -  -  -  -   n04 

Rye,  Town, 1548 

Sr.  Aiuhvws  Town,  -  -  -  -     938 

S  IkiiL,  UnMil  Rurgh,      -  -  -  -   lfi20 

Slnewsburv',  Town^  -  -  -  -      970 

Soulhampt'on,  Town,        -  -  -  -   lo.'jO 

Southmolton,  Borough  and  I'ari^h,     -  -    I  123 

Soulhwark,  Gentlemen,  ^c.,  of  Town   and 

Borough, 1540 

Stafford,  County,  -  -  -  -  1112 

Stirling,  Gentlemen,  Sic,  of  Comitv,  -   1407 

Siirlini:.  Town,        -  -  -       '  -  -     843 

Souiherland,  Fre.'holders,  Sec,  of  County,  1632 
Taunton,  non.iigh,  -  -  -      '    -      803 

T.uiiilou,  Inhabitants  of  Borough,        -  -     803 
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Taunton,  Inhabitants  of  Town,  -  -     803 

Warwick,  Borough,  -  -  -  -     824 

Westminster,  Justices,      ...         -     783 
Wigan,  Gentlemen,  &1C.,  of  Town,     -  -   1641 

Wilts,  Gentlemen,  fee,  of  several  Towns  in 

County, 1029 

Winchester,  City,  .         -         .         .  1071 

Worcester,  City, 11 11 

Worcester,  Gentlemen,  Sic,  of  County,     -   1140 
Yarmouth,  Great,  Borough,       -  -  -     802 

Yarmouth,  Gieat,  County,  -  -  -     844 

Aids-de-Camj),    to  General  Washington,   Edmund 

Randolph  and  George  Baylor  appointed,      251 
Robert  H.  Harrison,         -         -         -         -  1405 
Allen,  Colonel  Ethan,  Letter  to  Governour  Trum- 
bull,   17 

To  General   Montgomery  ;   intends  to  assist 

in  coufjuering  St.  John's,       -         -         -     754 
Permitted  to  join   the  Army,  on  solemnly 

promising  to  demean  hiinself  properly,     -     951 
Taken  prisoner,    -         -  798,  800,  845,  953,  973 
His  own  account  of  the  same,  (Note,)         -     799 
Letter  to  General  Prescott,        .  -  -     80I 

In  irons,  on  board  the  Gaspee,  -         -   1185 

Gen.  Montgomery  threatens  retaliation,   11.34, '38 
('ontinental  Congress  direct  General  Wash- 
ington to  apply  for  his  exchange,  -  1940 
Sent  to  England  in  irons,           .          -  -   1694 
Arms,  Maryland  on  manufacturing,      130,  448-'50,  1116 
Connecticut  Assembly,     -          -          -  -    1019 

iMassachusetts  House  of  Representatives,    -   1496 
Proceedings  of  New-York  Congress  on  pro- 
curing,      -         .         -         -       524,640,898 
Letter  to  General  Schuyler    relative  to  ihe 

same,  ------     525 

New-Jersey  Congress  request  of  Conti- 
nental   Congress    money  to  aid  them  in 

obtaining, 1051 

Scarcity  of,  in  Virginia,    -          -          -          -    1067 
Contract  for  the  importation  of,  read  in  New- 
York  Congress,             -         -         -         -     559 
Pennsylvania    Committee    direct   to    be  im- 
ported from  the  West-Indies,          -         -     497 
Continental  Congress  recommend  exporta- 
tion of  Provisions  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing,         1901 

Proceedings  on  the  above  recommendation 

in  New-York  Congress,         .         -         .   1315 
In  Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety,  -   1830 

Concealed  in  Tryon  County,  Gen.  Schuyler 

ordered  to  seize,           -         -         .         -   1963 
Armstrong,  Colonel  John,  recommended  to  notice 
of  Continental  Congress,  by  Gen.  Wash- 
ington,         244 

Armij,  British, lobe  au'xmeuted  to  twenty  thousand,  6 

Sutlerings  of,  in  Boston,  -         -      553,  685 

Practicability  of   making  prisoners  of,    sug- 
gested, (See  Boston.) 
Army,  Continental,  Committee  appointed  by  Con- 
gress to  confer  with  Gen.  Washington  on 
the  most  effectual  means  of  continuing,  847 

Governours  of  Connecticut  and  Rlioile- 
Island,  and  others,  requested  to  attend 
the  Conference,  .  -  -  .     848 

Governom- Trumbull  unable  to  attend,  -     988 

Deputy  Governour  Griswold  appointed,       -     94.5 
Meshech  Weare  and  Nathaniel  Folsom  dele- 
gated on  the  part  of  New-Hampshire,  1008 
Mnssarhusetts     House    of    Re|)resentatives 

prepare  for  reception  of  the  Committee,    1464 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee,  -      115.5-'66 

Proceedings  in  Congress  on  Report  of   the 

Committee,  -         -         -       1906,  '10,  '39 

Address  from  Officers  to  the  Soldiers,  -   1666 

Counter  Address,  -  .  -  -   1745 

To  the  Officers  and  Soldiers,     -  -  -1667 

General  Orders,     -    ,33,  247,  663,  768,  855,  963, 
1153,  12.56,  1404,  1.533,  1612,  1699,  1721 
General  Return,  30,  2.53,  854,  1166,  1404,  1611 
Army,  Standing,  "Caruciacus"  on,      -  -  -     220 


1973 


INDEX. 


1974 


Arnold,  Colonel  Benedict,  Report  of  Committee  of 
Massacliusetts  House  of  HepreseiUatives 
on  liis  Accounts,  -         -         -         -     313 

Appointed     to    command     tlie     ex|)edition 

against  Quebeci< :   instructions,       -  -     765 

Instructions    to    Colonel    Enos,    iVom   Fort 

Western,  ...         -         -     829 

To  Colonel   Farnsuortli,  requesting   Provi- 
sions, &tc.,  to  he  forwarded  immediately,      813 
To  the  same,  urging  despatch,  -         -  1067 

Expedition  supposed  by  Ministerial  Officers 

to  be  designed  against  Halifax,  -  781,  1074 
Notice  of  the  expedition,  by  Gen.  Howe,  1680 
Letter  from  Colonel  Reed,  ...  947 
Letter  to  Gen.  Washington  :    Troojis  leave 

Fort  Western, 9C)0 

Journal,  as  far  as  Dead  River,  -       1057-'63 

Ririemen   refuse  to  be   under  the  command 

of  any  other  Field  Officer  than  Arnold,  961 
General  Washington's  decision,  -  -     946 

To  Colonel  Enos,  on  forwarding  Provisions, 

(See  Enos,) 1070 

Plans  of  route  furnished   to  General  Wash- 
ington  by  Samuel  Goodwin,  -  -   1084 
General  Washington's    acknowledgment    of 

the  same,  .....    1:353 

Major  Bigelow  ordered  to  return  to  Colonel 

Enos's  division  for  Provisions,         -  -    1085 

Men  sent  back  for  want  of  Provisions,  1 174,  1 175 
Letters  from  Chaudiere  Pond,  1211,  1328,  1609 
Letters  from  Point  Levi,  -  -      1633-'36 

Extract  of  a   Letter  from    a  Gentleman  in 

Quebeck, 1420 

Preparations  for  defence  of  Quebeck,  -   1396 

Letters  from  Camp  before  Quebeck,  -   1684 

Slate  of  Quebeck,    -----   1723 

Letters  fiom  Poinl-aux-Trembles,         1695,  1720 
Association — 

Of  Connecticut,       -----   1027 

Of  Fairfield,  .....      142 

Rev.   John   Sayre's  reasons  for  refusing  to 

sign  the  same,     -  -  -  -  -      143 

New-Jersey  Congress  order  a  list  of  Signers,       41 
Of  New-York,  and  Signers  and  Non-Signers 

to  the  same,         -         -         -         -       581-620 

Of  Pennsylvania,    -  -  -  -     502,  1805 

Philadelphia    Committee     order    a     list    of 

Signers,      ------     (522 

Bucks  County  the  same,  -  -  -        20 

Of  Maryland. 131 

Of  Tryon  County,  North-Carolina,    -  -        99 

Of  his  Majesty's  loyal  subjecls  in  Boston,  -   1247 
Association,  Continental,  Petition  of  John  Bail- 
lie,  a  violator  of,  .  -  -  -      1'20 
Same  of  Alexander  Ogf;,           -          -          -      \-2l 
Proceedings  of  Philadelphia  Committee  fur 

carrying  into  execution,  -  -  -     731 

Proceedings  on   Violators  of,  by   Waltham 

and  other  Committees,  Massachusetts,  -  937 
In  Pownalborough,  .  -  -       151-156 

In  Cumberland  and  other  towns,         -  -     729 

In  New-Hampshire  Congress,  -  -     521 

In  Providence  County,  Rhoile-Island,  -     6(r2 

In  New- York,         -  '      -         -  -  -     622 

In  Philadelphia, 133 

In  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  -  -     935 

In  Norfolk,     -  -'        -  -  -  -     431 

Construction  of  Fourth  Article  of,   (relative 
to  Non-Exportation,)  by  New-Yoik  Con- 
gress, ------      529 

By  North-Carolina  Congress,    -  -  -      191 

By  Providence  Town-Meeting,  -  -     661 

Protest  against  the  same,  -  -  -     662 

By  Maryland  Convention,  -  -  118 

Violation  of,   permitted  by  Baltimore  Com- 
mittee,       ------      (341 

Baker,  Captain,  Attack  upon  the  Indians,  contrary 

to  orders;  killed,  -  -        469,493,494 

His  head  cut  otTand  placed  upon  a  pole,     -     709 

Baldwin,  Colonel  Loammi,  Letter  to  (.  ol.  Reed,  5 

To  General  Washington,  -         -  -       98 


Baptists,  Address  to  Virginia  Convention,     -  -     383 

Bill   for  redress  of  grievances  of,  ordered  to 
be  broui-ht  in,  in  Massachusetts  House  of 


Representatives, 
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Barge,  belonging  to  the  Asia,  man-of-war,  destruc- 
tion of,  (See  Vandeput,) 
Bartlett,    Captain  William,   Agent  at  Beverly,   to 

General  Washington — Sloop  ca|)tured,  -  1353 
Answer,  ..--..  1368 
Sloop,  containing  Fish,  &,c.,  taken,    -  -    1407 

Ordered  to  despatch  Vessels  immediately,  to 

intercept  Transports,  -  -  -    1420 

Schooner  loaded  with  beef,  &:c.,  captured — 

Asks  directions   from    Gen.  Washington,    1421 

Answer, 1537 

To  General  Washington,  -  -  -   1517 

Battery,  Removal  of  Cannon  from,  and  firing  from 

Asia,  man-of-war,  -  -         "-       2.59-261 

Report  of  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 

into  the  same,  -----  555 
John  Weaiherliead  denies  having  given  in- 
formation to  Captain  Vandeput  concern- 
ing the  same,  -----  734 
Bayard,  Colonel  William,  Letter  to  the  New-Yoi-k 
Congress,  on  his  house  being  surrounded 
by  armed  men,  .  -  .  -     212 

Read    in  Congress,  and   a  Committee   ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  same,  -      549 
Bayard,  Samuel,  Letter  from  New- York  Congress, 

relative  to  the  preservation  of  Records,   -     580 
Answer,  -         -         -  -      652,  882 

Bedel,  Colonel  Timolhij,  reconmiended  by  the  New- 
Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety  to  Gene- 
ral Schuyler,       -----        (JQ 
Notice  of,  by  Genera!  Montgomery,  -         -      177 
Sets  out  to  join  General  Schuyler,      -  -     (J97 

Joins  the  Army,  -----  739 
Letter  to  the  New-Hampsliire  Committee  of 

Safely,  from  encanq^ment  near  St.  John's,     779 
Conduct  of,  at  St.  John's,  -  -  -      980 

ToNew-Hanqisliire  Committee  of  Safety,  on 

surrender  of  St.  John's,  -  -  -    1207 

Bedford,  G'unnim^,  Deputy  Muster-Master  General 
of  the  New- York  Department,  to  Conti- 
nental Congress,  -         -  -  -     460 

Report, 1329 

Bergh,  Christian,  Letter  from  P.  De  Witt  to  New 
York   Committee  of  Safety,  informing  of 
liis  violent  tory  conduct,         -  -  -     457 

Letter  from  Dutchess  County  to   Provincial 
Congress,   recommending    that    means  be 
taken  for  his  discovery  and  apprehension,     4()6 
Proceedings  of  Kingston  Committee,  -     900 

Answer  of  Committee  of  Safety  to   Letter 

covering  the  above  proceedings,     -         -     900 
Petition  to  Committee  of  Safety,  praying  to 

be  discharged,     -----      907 

Petition,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  a  liearinn,     910 
Petition,  |)raying  either  to  be  heard  or  granted 

the  liberty  of  the  Town,         -  -  -    lOKJ 

Bermuda,  General  Washington  proposes  to  obtain  a 

supply  of  Powder  from,  -         -        3(i,  137 

The  attempt  determined  on,      -  -  -      631 

Letter  of  Washington  to  the  inhabitants,  ap- 
plying for  the  Powder,  -  -  -     65 1 
Captain  Whipple  sails  on  the   pioposed  ex- 
pedition,              -          -          -          -  -      710 

Information  received  that  a  quantity  of  Pow- 
der had  already  been  taken,  and  thereupon 
the  expedition  proposed  to  be  relinquished,     718 
General  Washinsiion   deems  it  advisable   to 
relin(|uish  the  expedition,  till  further  intel- 
ligence,     ------      728 

Vessel  sent  to  countermand  Captain  Whip- 
ple's orders,          -----      8O-I 

Returns  without  seeing'  Captain  Whipple,  •'-'42 
Return  of  Captain  Whipple — Report,  -    1181 

Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress  to  sup- 
ply the  inhabitants  of,  with  Provisions,        1922 
Berrien,  Juhn,'Ay\)om\bA  Conunissary  for  the  Agents 

employed  in  fortifying  the  Highlands,     -     571 
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Bethune,  George,  his  person  and  papers  ordered  to 
be  taken   and   brought   before  tlie   ^New- 
York  Committee  of  Safety,    -  -  -     866 
Examination  of  iiis  jiapers,         -          -  -     888 
Dismissed   on    his   parole,  to  appear    again 

when  called  for,           ...         -     889 
Letter  of  Committee  to  the  Delegates  from 
Massachusetts-Bay,  inquiring  into  liis  cha- 
racter,    - 889 

Congress  resoh'e  that  the  evidence  was  not 
sufficient  to  authorize  his  seizure,  -         -   1288 
Bilh  of  Credit— ^ 

Issued  in  IVew-Hampshire,         -  -  -     515 

In  Massachusetts,    -----     357 

New- York,  575 

New- Jersey, l'^40 

Pennsylvania,  -----   1796 

Maryland, 113 

North-Carolina,       -----      197 

Committees  requested   to    note   all   persons 

who  refuse,  -         -         -         -  -     138 

Any  one    refusing,  declared  an    enemy    to 

America,    ------   1799 

Bills  of  Credit,  Continental — 

Three  millions  of  Dollars  emitted,      -  -1936 

Form,  -------   19.12 

Explanation  of  Devices,  -         -         -         -     716 

Made  a  legal  tender  in  Rhode-Island,  -      232 

Resolution  of  Rhode-Island  Assembly  rela- 
tive to  refusal  of,  -         -         -         -     234 

North-Carolina  pledge  to  redeem  their  pro- 
portion,     -----  188 

Bland,  Bichard,  requests  that  the  truth  of  reports 
reflecting  on  his  publick  character  may  bo 
in(iuired  into,       -----     369 

Said  reports  declared,  by  the  Convention,  to 

be  utterly  false  and  groundless,       -  -     371 

Arlhtu'  Lee,  directed  to  make  inquiry  for  the 

author  of  said  reports  in  England,  -          -371 
Reappointed  Delegate  to  ('outineiUal  Con- 
gress,   379 

Declines  accepting  it,  on  account  of  his  age,      379 
Receives  thanks  of  the  Convention   for  his 

past  services,        -----     .3H0 

iios^on,  state  of  affairs  in,  -         -         -         -  32,74 

Petition   to  Massachusetts  House  of  Rej)re- 

sentailves  in  behalf  of  the  Poor  of,  -     276 

Proceedings  relative   to  the  removal  of  the 

Poor,         -         -  322,  1169,  "75,  "95,  '98 

Probability  of  the  removal  of  the  Ministerial 

Army  from,  (See  New-  York  City,)        -       71 
Richard  Henry  Lee  suggests  to  Gen.  Wash- 
ington the  practicability  of  getting  posses- 
sion of,       -----  -  1 

General  Washington's  Reply,    -  -  -      455 

Address    to    tlie   People   of    INlabsachusetts, 

uri^'ing  the  same,  -  -  -  -     ()7(3 

-  Continental  Congress  anxious  for  the  same,  848 
Josiah  Quincy  to  General  Washington,  -  1265 
Washington's  Answer,      -  -  -  .    i;J50 

Decision  of  Council  of  \\'ar,     -  -  -     7(3s 

Continontal  C'ongress  authorize  an  attack  on,    1958 
Botrrn.  Cipliilii    Ephraim,   Plymouth,   Instructions 

relative  lo  niling  out  Armed  Vessels,  -  l().j6 
l,.-tici  Ir.Hii  Colonel  Reed,  urging  despatch,  la^3 
L.llrr  to  Colonel  Reed,  -  -  -    1110 

An-,uer, -    1  1  •,',-, 

Lciier  from  Colonel  iteed,        -  -  -    I  %!.3() 

Applies   for  various   articles  for  .Martindale''^ 

An.-uer,  ' -  I'loti 

Captain  Mariindale  nearly  ready  to  sail,      -  1569 
Bowers,  Jtntihinccl,  published   by  Rehoboth  Coni- 

miitee  as  an  enemy  to  America,     -          -  160 

Disowns  the  charge,  and  calls  for  proof,       -  160 
Statement  of  Facts,  by  Joint  Committee  of 

Rehoboth  and  Swanzey,        -          -          -  161 
House  of  Representatives  appoint   a   Com- 
mittee of  Inquirv,          -          -           -          .  ;5.")4 

l^l'ort,           -        ■ 1436 

Broome,  (.-apiain,  Letter  to   New-Yoik  Congress,  86 


Broughlon,  Captain  yichohon,  Schooner  Lynch, 

instructions  for  cruising,        -  -     633,  1046 

To  General  Washington,  informing  of  cap- 
ture of  a  Ship,     -----     i^CiS 

To  the  same,  on  securing  a  suspected  Vessel,     tif^'i 

Ordered  to  recruit  his  Crew  to  seventy  men,   1037 

To  beware   of   a  Brig  under   convoy   of  a 

Man-of-War, 1109 

Sails  for  the  St.  Lawrence,        -         -  -    1131 

Letter  to  (ieneral  Washington,  from  White- 
Head,        1337 

From  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence,          1379 

Broicn,  Major  John,  Letter  to  Governour  Trumbull,      135 

To  General  Montgomery,  -  1395,  1401 

Continental  Congress  has  a  just  sense  of  his 

important  services,        .  -  .  -    1911 

Bunker's  Hill,  Battle  of,  certain  Ollicers  engaged 

in,  meiit  applause,        -  -  -  .        84 

Burke,  Eilinund,  Letter  to  Arthur  Lee,         -         -     255 

To  the  Merchants,  &ic.,  of  Bristol,  -   1010 

Butler,  Zebulon,  Letter  to,  from  Connecticut  Dele- 
gates in  Continental  Congress,       -         -        10 

To  Ellis  Hughes,   -         -         -         -      221,259 
Campbell,  Captain  Duncan,  proceedings  on,  in  the 

Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety,  1825,  1830 
Camphtll,    Lord   IVilliam,  Governour    of    South- 
Carolina,  to  General  Gage,  informing    of 
his   having    taken    refuge    on   boaid    the 
Tamar,       ------     745 

Requested  by  Charlestown  Committee  to 
return  from  on  board  the  Tamar,  and    his 

Reply, 816 

Canada — 

Friendly  to  the  Colonies,  -  -  12,  13,  26, 

136,  144,  211,  433,  469,  740,  742,  962,  1342 

Importance  of,  to  the  Colonies,  -      1  138,  "97 

Invasion  of,  by  the  way  of  St.  John's,  (See 
iSchuyler.) 

Invasion  of,  by  way  of  Kennebeck  River, 
proposed  by  General  Washington  to  Gene- 
ral Schuyler, 214 

General   Schujier  highly   approves  of    the 

plan,  ------     214 

General    Washington      informs     Governour 

Trumbull  of  the  same,  -  -         -     632 

A  full  account,  together  with  Route,  Ad- 
dress lo  the  Inhabitants,  Sic,  communi- 
cated to  Congress,        -         -         -         761-67 

Vessels  ordered  to  be  taken  for  the  purpose,     634 

Letter  from  Jedediah  Hmitington  to  Gov- 
ernour Trumbull,  mentioning  the  names 
of  several  of  the  officers  to  be  engaged  in 
the  expedition,    -----     (i55 

Seven  hundred  Pounds  advanced  by  Mr. 
Tiacy,        -  -         -         -         -         -     778 

(See  Arnold.) 

Declaration  of  Cioncral  Schuyler  to  the  In- 
habitants of,         -  -  -  -  -     671 

Leiler  from  Jacob  Bayley  to  Colonel  Little, 

1)11  securing  the  conquest  of,  -  -    1663 

Candell.  John,  Petition  to  New- York  Congress,     -     45! 

Petition  of  John   McKinney  in  favour  of,    -     630 
Cape  Anne,  auihenlick  and  |)arlicular  account  ol  ilie 

engagement  at,    -  -  -  -  -        99 

Orders  to  the  detachment  sent  to,       -  -      147 

Preparatior.s  lor  defence  of,        -  -  .     226 

Captures,     -         -  668,  1337,  '77,  '78,  1.532,  '37,  1721 
Carleton,  i!wj,  appointed   Commander-in-Chief  of 

His  Majesty's  Forces  in  Canada,    -  -  8 

Refuses  to  answer  Colonel  Allen's  letter  de- 
inaiidiiig  humane  and  honourable  treat- 
ment, (Note,) 801 

Letter  from  General  Montgomery,  threaten- 
ing retaliation,     -----   1138 

Throws  Mr.  Walker  in  irons,     -  -     1 185,  '87 

Escapes  in  disguise  from  Montreal,    -         -   1724 

Proclamation,  -  -  -  -  -    1639 

Chnrleslown  Neck,  fortified  and  cannonaded,        456,  472 
Chetvcr,  Ezekid,  appointed  Commissary  of  Artil- 

lerv   Stores, 251 
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Christie,  James,  Proceedings  on,  in  MarylancJ, 
Church,    Dr.   Benjamin,  Court    ol'   Inquiry,    from 
General  Sullivan's  Brigade  directed  to  in- 
vestigate  his  conduct  as    Director  Gene- 
ral otthe  Hospital,        -  -  -  - 

Letter  to  General  Sullivan,        .         .         - 
Court  of  Inquiry,  in  Gen.  Greene's  Brigade, 
In  General  Heath's  Brigade,     - 
Answer  of  General  Washington   to   his  re- 
quest for  a  discharge,    -  -  -  - 

Court  of  Inquiry,  in  Colonel  Frye's  Brigade, 

In  Geneials  Thomas  and  Spencer's  Brigades, 

In  Spencer's  Brigade,  postponed  on  account 

of  indisposition  of,  -  -  -  - 

Letter  intercepted,  -  -  -  . 

Council  of  War  adjudge  him  guilty  of  carry- 
ing on  a  criminal  correspondence  with  the 
enemy,       ------ 

Gen.  Washington  to  Continental  Congress, 
Conmiiltee    of   Conference   agree    to    refer 
him  for  trial  and  punishment  to  the  Gene- 
ral Court  of  Massachusetts-Bay,    - 
House  of  Rei)re3entatives  of  Massachusetts 
appoint  a  Committee   to  inquire   into  the 
cause  of  his  imprisonment,     -  -  - 

Asks  leave  to  resign  his  seat,     -  -  - 

Committee  to  consider  the   hest   method  of 

bringing  him  before  the  House, 
Report  of  the  Committee, 
Examination  before  the  House, 
Expelled,        ------ 

Committee   to  consider   the    expediency  of 
taking  measuies  to  secure,  should  General 
^V'ashington  dismiss  him. 
Report,  -  -  -  - 

Ordered  to  close  confinement,  in  Norwich, 
Clinton,  Colonel  James,  Letter  to  JNew-York  Con- 
gress,   

C/o«/imif,  scarcity  of,  in  the  Army,       -        4-17,701. 
Coit,  Capt.,  Letter  from  Col.  Reed,  urging  despatch, 
Ready  to  sail  with  the  first  fair  wind. 
Captures  Sloop  Polly  and  Schooner  Industry, 
Sailed  again,  ----- 

College,  liarraril.  Resolution  of  the  Massachusetts 
Court  relative  to  instructors  unfriendly  to 
the  Colonies,       ----- 
Library  and   Apparatus  ordered   to   be    re- 
moved to  Concord,       -  -  -  - 
Committee,    to    confer    with    General    Washington, 

(See  Army,  Continental.) 
Committee,  to  confer  with  Gen.  Schuyler, 

Instructions, 1913, 

Connecticut — 

Assembly, 101 

Committee  of  Safety.     Proceedings  on  Armed 
Vessels,  means  of  defence,  &.C., 
On  receiving  Prisoners  from  the  Northward, 
&c.,  ...... 

On  General  Washington's  Letter  reipiesling 
tiie  Troops  on  the  Coast  to  be  sent  imme- 
diately to  Camp  ;  on  sending  to  Bayonne 
for  Powder,  &c.,  -  -  .  - 

Sundry  Payments  ordered,        -  -  - 

Biig  Minejva  ordered  on  a  Cruise,     - 
On  refusal  of  the  Crew  to  obey  orders, 
Prt)ceedings  on  Means  of  Defence,  &ic 
Fairfield  County.     Association,  -  -  - 

Exportation  of  Flax-Seed  prohibited, 
Tories  not  allowed  to  reside  in  Norwalk,     - 
Proceedings  on  Tories,     -  -        8.5'2,  911 

On  James  Hayt,  for  violating  the  Continental 
Association,         .         -         .         .         . 
Danbury  Committee,       -  -         .         . 

New-London  County.  Committee  of  I^yme 
apply  to  Governour  Trumbull  for  protec- 
tion of  Cattle,  &:c.,       -  .  -  . 

Reply, 

Report  of  Jedediah  Elderkin   on   fortifying 
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New- London, 
Letter  from  Cliristo|)lii 
tinental  Con''ress, 


Leflingwell  to  Con- 


Connolli/,  JSlajor  John,  Letter  to  John  Gibson,      -       7-2 

Adidavit  of  William  Cowley,  -  -    1047 

Taken  Prisoner  ;  Examination,  -  -    1600 

Ordered  to  Jail  in  Philadelphia,  -  -   1940 

Continental  Congress,         .  .  .  1877-1968 

Cooke,  JS'icholas,   Governour  of  Rhode-Island,  to 

General  Washington,    -  69,  87,  461,  682,  709, 
718,808,842,  1007,  1181,  1240,   1546,   1720 
To  Continental  Congress,          -          -          -      97  1 
Ordered  to  seize  Officers  of  Government  un- 
friendly to  the  liberties  of  America,          -   1538 
Corhin,  Mr.,\o  be  appointed  Governour  of  Virginia, 
in  case  of  Lord  Diinmore's  return  to  Eng- 
land,   0 

Cosmopolitan,  -  1212,  1346,  1429,  1.588,  1738 

Courts  of  Justice,  Proceedings  relative  to,  in  Mary- 
land, -  -  -  -  -       117,  1  IH 
In  North-Carolina,            -          -          -  -      -.'(is 
Coivden,  Thomas,  Recantation,  -          -          -         ^-5,  .322 
Released  from  confinement,  but  considered 

unfit  to  hold  a  Commission,  -         85,  321 

Cresap,    Michael,    passes    through   Fredericktown, 
Mar)  land,  with  a  Company  ol'Backwoods- 


Curlenius,  I'eter    T.,    Letters    to   New-Yoik  Con- 

Si't^ss, It;,  7 

Dartmouth,  Earl  of  Letter  to  Lord  Dunmore, 

To  General  Gage,  on  the  plan  of  operation 

for  the  ensuing  Campaign,     - 
General  Gage's  Answer, 
ToGen.  Howe,  8,642,713,773,  I  135,  1203, 
Requested  to  present   Petition  of   Congress 
to  the  King,         ----- 

Address  to,  by  Dr.  Zubly, 
Delaware — 

Council  of  Safety  on  regulating  the  Militia, 

Kent  County.     Choose  new  CommittCL's, 

Proceedings  of  Dover  Committee  on  Daniel 

Varnum,  for    using   expressions    inimical 

to  America,  -  -  -  -  - 

Ntwcaf:tlc  Counli/.      Recaiilation  of  the  Rev. 
Morgan  Edwards.  -  -  -  - 

Recantation  of  Hugh  Cahoon,  - 
Proceedings  of  County  Committee  on  an  aj)- 
jilication  to  ship  a  cargo   contrary  to  the 
Continental  Association, 
Sussc  I  Couuty.    Thomas  Robinson  on  the  char- 
ges against  him  of  being  an  enemy  to  Ame- 
rica, ------- 

Samuel   McMaslers  to  Dr.  Tilton,  and   Dr. 
Tillon's     Reply,    on     the    treatment     of 
Tories,        ------ 

Denmnrl:,  Edict  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  Arms 

and  Auuiiunition  to  Ameiica, 
Depredations,  by  Ministerial  Sultliers, 

70,  88,  213,  990, 
Savage  brutality  of,  -  -  .  - 

Measures  to  prevent,  in  Rhode-Island,     220 
In  Massachusetts,    -  -  -  -  - 

Application  of  Lyme  (Connecticut)    Com- 
mittee for  Soldiers  to  prevent, 
Cummittee    appointed  by  Continental  Con- 
gress to  collect  a  full  account  of,     - 
Circular  of  the  Committee, 
Deserters— 

Lieutenant  Charles  .Smith,  advertisement  for 

the  apprehension  of,     .  .  -  - 

Proceedings  in  Massachusetts  House  of  Reji- 

resentatives   on  means   to  apprehend   and 

punish,        -^          -  -  -  -  - 

Letter  Irom  Committee  ol    Salety  ol   New- 
Yoik  to  New-Jersey  Committee  of  Safety, 
Resolution  in  New-Jersey  Congress, 
Detroit,  Continental  Congress  disapprove  of  expedi- 
tion against, 

Donations — 

To  the  Poor  of  Boston,  Committee  for  dis- 
tribution of,  .  -  -  .    ;J02, 
From  Fairfax  County,  Virginia, 
From    Englaml,   for    the    relief  of  Sutrercrs 
from  the  battle  of  Lexinuton, 
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Drayton,  ffilliiim  Utnry,    to  Council  of  Safety  of 

Soutli-Carolina,  -  -  -      "ill,  25; 

Recoinniends  that  the  Goveniour   be  taken 
prisoner,     ------     72 

Declaration,  relative  to  snppresb-ion  of  Sedi- 

tioii,  &.C., 46 

Another  Declaration,         -  -  -  -      09 

I'reaty  of  Neutrality  with  Thomas  Fletchall 

and  others,  .  .  -  - 

To    Crt|)tain    Cunninj^hani,    re(|iiestin<,'     to 
know  if  he  considers   himself  included  in 
the    Treaty    made    with     Fletchall,    and 
Cunninghatn's  Reply,  .         .         .     755 

A  Talk  to" the  Cherokees,  -  -  -     ''JO 

Dublin,  Assembly  of,  approve   the  conduct  of  the 
Duke  of  Leinster  in  supporliuL;  the  rights 
of  America,         -         ...  -      175 

Petition  to  the  King  in  favour  of  the  Colo- 
nies, -         -         -         -         -         -     n9 

Duer,  IVillinm,  requests  time  to  consider  of  accepting 

Commission  of  Ue|nity  Adjutant-Geneial,      139 
Same  read  in  I\e\v-York  ConL'i'ess,  -     5vl 

Report  of  Coimniltee   and  decision  of  ('(in- 
gress, -  -  -_         -  -  -     513 
Diauiiore,  Lord,  Governour  of  \'irginia,  has    leave 

to  retui-n  to  England,  -  -  -  -  0 

Speech  to  Captain  White  Eyes,  -  -       72 

Can  ies  olF  Press  from  Norfolk,  -      1191,  '9o 

Proclamation  ;  determined  to  execute  Martial 

Law,  -         -         -  -         -  -    ]:5-5 

Repidsed  at  Hampton,     -  -  -  .   1542 

Resolutions  in  Continental  Congress,  -   1941 

Official  Notice  of  his  achievements,    -  -   1IH7 

His  character  and  conduct,        -         llOo,  "91,'93 
Eihvanh,  Rev.  Morgan,  Recantation  of,       -  -        5(3 

Enoi,    Colonel  Roger,  ordered   to    forward   Provi- 
sions, -----      IU70,  "85 

Letter  to  General  \\'ashington,  informing  of 

his  retinn,  -  -  -  -  -    KilO 

Coui't  of  Inrjuiry  to   examine   into  his  con- 
duct, -    '      -         -         -         -  -    1701 

Court  xMartial, 17-Jl 

Appeal  to  the  Pid)lick,     -  -  -  .    170S 

Ethrington,  George,  Major  of  His  Majesly's  Royal 

American  Regiment,  his  parole,      -  -     S40 

Falmouth,  (See  Massachusetts,  Cumberlaml  Conntij.) 
Fanning,  Colonel  Phineas,  directed    by  tlje  New- 
York  Congress  to  repair  to  the  east  end  of 

Long-Island, 523 

Reports  proceedings,  and  applies  for  Powder,        68 
Same  read  in  Congress,    -  -  -  .      5-^7 

Answer,  -  -  -  -  -  -79 

Fast,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of  Coiresponflenre 
of   Weston   and    Sudbury,  Massacbu'etls. 
on  violator  of,       -  -"         -  -  -      (,75 

Firemen,   of  New- York,  exeinpied  from   the  Niidit 

Watch,  &.C.,         -  -  -  -      "   -      5.-0 

Petition  to  be  relieved  from  miliiaiv  dnt\',        6(^9 

/7«^,  for  Cruisers,  device  proposed  for,  -      "    -    1  1 2(> 

British,  taken  at  Chanddy,        -  -1132,1351 

Flav,  scarcity  of,  in  Connecticut,  -  -  -     225 

Flax  tb'eef/.    Memorial   to   New- York  Congress  on 

exportation  of,     -  -  -  -  -        f|() 

Resolution  ol' Consires';  on  said  Memorial.   -     529 
Exportation  of,  forbidden  by  Fairfield  Com- 
mittee,       --.-.-      ].](] 
\i\  Pro\idence  Town- Meeting,  -  -     (i(il 

Protest  against  the  same,  -  -  -     (i(;2 

Scarcity  of,  in  Great  Britain,     -  -  -      256 

Bounty   on   the    importalion    of.    into    (neat 

Biilain,       --..._      C)C)(; 
Fltct,  Ministerial,  near  Loii--Maiid.    -      57,  6.-,  70,  134 
Fn-es  upon   Hri-tol,  i;h<j(li'-l-|anil,       -     *J9(>.  1  108 
Sails  from  IJo'^Ion,  (lestiiialidu  unknoiMi.       -      9(i.l 
Siandinii  N,  N,  E,,  .  -  .  -    |o:je 

Reported    to   be   bomliiuiiini.'  FaininMli  and 

Portsninulh,  (See  i->//moi///(.)  -  -    ||26 

Fkmihing,  Edward,  appointed   Deputv    Ariimant-  I 

General  to  the  Northern  Arniv,      -  -     565 

FUlchall.  Col.  Thumus,  suspicious  conduct  f.f,      1,-0,  215  I 
Treaty  of  Neutrality  with  Mr.  Diavton,       -     720 


Franldin,  Dr.  Benjamin,  chosen   President  of  Penn- 
sylvania Committee  of  Safety,        -  -    1783 

Ajipointed  one  of  the  Committee  to   confer 

with  General  Washington,      -         -         -   1887 

Letter  to  Joseph  Priestly — America  firm,   -     940 

To  David   Hartley — A  separation   between 

Great  Britain  and  Ameiica  inevitable,     -     940 

General  Gieene's  opinion  of,     -  -  -   1077 

French,  Major  Christopher,  taken  prisoner  and  re- 
leased on  parole,  -  -  -       499,501,148 

General  Washington  requests  him  to  be  sent 

to  some  inland  Town,  -  .  .     263 

Will   be  treated   with   kindness,  and   shown 

every  inark  of  civility  and  resj)ect,  -     639 

To  be  conveyed  to  Hartford,     -         -         .     (540 

His  parole  to  be  there  renewed,  -         -     639 

General  Washington  consideis  his  detention 

justifiable  and  proper,    -  -  -  -     744 

General    Washington  refuses    permission   to 

wear  his  Sword, 810 

Demands  it  as  his  right,    -         -         -         .     989 

Asks  to  be  removed  to  some  place  where 
worship  is  performed  according  to  the 
Church  of  England,      .  -  .  -    |006 

0|)inion  of  Governour  Trumbull  on  the  pro- 
priety of  granting  the  same,  -  -   1529 

Claims,  as  his  right,  seventeen  Shillings  and 
six  Pence  per  day,  for  subsistence  for  him- 
self and  companions,     -  .  -  .   1007 

Letters  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Congress,        -    1023 

General  Washington  positively  reluses  per- 
mission to  wear  his  Sword,     -  -  -   1197 

To  General  Washington  on  the  same,  -   1545 

Frijc,  Colonel,  recommended  by  General  Washing- 
ton to  Congress,  -----     244 


[  Fnjc,  General  Joseph,   appointed    t( 
I  Cumbeiland  Couniv,  Mass 


to   command   in 


Gage,  General  Thomas,  recalled,  -  -  -  7 

His  Pamphlet  circulated  in  South-Carolina,      180 
To  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,        -  -  -     213 

To  General  Washington,  -  -  -  -     246 

His  treatment  of  Prisoners,  (Note,)    -  -     328 

Cuts  down  Liberty  Ti'ee.  -  .  .     472 

Letter  from  Governour  Tonyn,  of  Floriila,     703 
Fi'om  John  Stuart,  St.  Augustine,       -  -     714 

To    Earl  of   Dartmouth,   on   making  New- 

Y'ork  the  seat  of  war,  -         -         -         -     927 
Appoints  Joshua  Loring,  Jim.,  sole  Vendue 

Master  and  Auctioneer  in  Boston,    -         -     984 
Addresses  to,  on  his  departure,  -  -         976-80 

Sails  for  England, 964 

To  Eaii  of  Dartmouth — Nothing  but   force 
can   procure  even   decent  terms  of  peace 
from  the  Rebels,            -          -          .          .   10(;9 
Arrival  in  Eni.dand,            -          -          .          -    1.594 
Gaming,  AVesteliesier  (Aew-Yoik)  Committee  pro- 
hibit,   1.50 

6'(/n/;;if/-'«M»u/,  plund.-red  by  Regulars,      -  -        88 

Del'enceless  condition  of,  -  -  -  -     239 

Executors  of  David  Gardiner  ac(]uitled  by 
the  Committee  of  Suli'olk  Comit)',  of  the 
chaise  ol"  assistini;  Geneial  Gage  in  pluii- 

rierum. 89 

Slate  of  facts  relativi!  to  the  same,      -  -     539 

Pitiiion  referred  to  Mas^achusclls  House  of 
Ri-'presentatives,  .  .  -  -     5.")i 

Germany,  exceedingly  pleased  wilh   the   undauntt'd 

opposition  of  the  Ct)lonies,     -  -  -        71 

Glover,  John,  (See  Moytan.) 

Greene,  General  yal/iaiiiel,  to  General  Sullium.    -     779 
To  Deputy  Governour  Ward,    -  -  -    I(»76 

To  same, on  burnin;:  of  Falmouth;  and  waiin- 
Iv  in  favour  of  a  Declaration  ol    Indepen- 

_dence, 1145 

To   Ciovernour  Cooke,  on    burniiii  of   Fid- 
mom  h,         -  -  -  -  -  -   1 168 

ILihey,   .leremiiih,    recommendatiun  of  to    General 

Schuyler,  .  .  -  .  .  4 

llanovciians,  Rapovl  that  ten  thousand  are  destined 

for  America, 944 

Ministrv  armiuL', 1543 
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Harrison,  Robert  II. ,  appointed  Aid-dc-Camp  to 
General  Washington,    -  -  -  - 

Letter  from  Head-Quarters  to  Colonel  Loam- 
mi  Baldwin,         .         .         .         .         - 
To  Committee  of  Safety  of  Northampton, 
One  of  the  Commiltee  to  confer  with  Gene- 
ral Washini^ton,  .  .  .  . 
Henry,  Patrick,  chosen  Colonel  of  tlie  First  Regi- 
ment of  Viri^inia  Forces, 

Vote  of  Thanks, 

Escorted   into  VVilliamsburuli,    - 

Highlands,  New-York,  Importance  of  fortifying,    - 

Provincial   Cons^rcss  order   Fortifications  to 

be  immediately  erected,  ... 

Commiltee   authorized    to    procure   Cannon 

for  this  purpose,  .  .  .  . 

Commissioners  appointed,  535,  '41,  '67 

Guard  furnished  to  tlie  Commissioners, 
John  Berrien  appointed  Commissary, 
Commissioners  request  full  Instructions, 
Commiltee  of   Safety    wish   to  confer  with 
Commissioners   and   Engineer  befoie  giv- 
ing Instructions,  .  .  .  . 

Committeeof  Safety  to  Continental  Congress, 
enclosing  Flans  and  Estimate,  by  Mr.  Ro- 
mans, ...--. 
Commissioners  objtjct  to  Mr.  Romans's  Plan, 
Objections  read  in  Connuittee  of  Safety,      - 
Answer  of  Coinmiilee,     -  -  -  - 

Letter  from  Continental  Congress,  enclosing 
Resolutions  directing  Hudson's  River  to 
be  immediately  made  defensible,     - 
Provincial  Congress  to  the  Commissioners, 

in  consecjuence  of  the  above, 

Answer  of  Commissioners,  .  -  - 

Provincial  Congress  to  Continental  Congress, 

Continental   Congress  direct  a  Company  of 

Matros^es  for,  to  be  raised,     -  -  - 

Appropriations,      -       5(37,  880,  1284,  '99, 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Beverly 

Robinson,  requesling  liim  to  appraise  Mar- 

telaer's  Rock-lshuid,    -         -         -         - 

Answer,  ...--- 

Labourers  ordered  to  be  ])rocurcd  and  Guns 

mounted,    ------ 

Proposals  of  Bernard  Romans, 

i\ot  agreed  to,  -  -  -  -  - 

John  Hanson,  Conunissioner,  resigns, 
Jonathan  Lawrence  appointed  in  his  place. 
Commissioners  to   Provincial   Congress,   on 
the  refusal  of  Captain  North  to  lower  his 
peak,  while  passing  the  Fort, 
Congress  to  Commissioners,  reproving  tliem 
for  their  conduct  towards  Vessels   [lassing 

the  Fort, 

Reply  of  Commissioners, 
Instructions  to  the  Commissioners  respecting 
the  same,   ------ 

Commissioners  to  Provincial  Congress,  rela- 
tive to  their  pay,  -  -  -  - 

Correspondence   between    Bernaril   Romans 

and  the  Commissioners,  -  -      l.'3.j 

Troops  ordered   to,   till  the    ?>Litrosse3    are 

raised,         ------ 

Resolutions  in  Continental  Congress, 
Proceedings  on  the  same  in  Provincial  Con- 
gress, ------ 

Letter  from  Ei^bert  Benson,  on  the   number 

of  men  to  be  raised  in  Duiclicss  County, 

Colonels   Maxwell   and  Windes  ordered  to, 

from  New-Jersey,  .  -  -  . 

John   Hanson   ap|i(jinted   to  take  command 

till  a  Commander  shall  be  apiioinled, 
Delegates  from  New- Yoik  request  Provincial 
Congress  to  name  three  or  four  persons 
competent  for  the  station, 
Request  an  answer  to  the  same. 
Committee  from   Continental  Conui'ess  di- 
lected   to  take  an   accurate   view  of  the 
F'ortificatioii';,       -  -  -  -  - 

Report  of  the  Committee, 


1539 
15ti9 


375 

378 


511 
880 
5(35 
571 
659 


882 


914 
919 


1283 
1293 
1080 

1315 
1311 


902 
1274 

914 
917 
919 
1290 
1301 


1293 

1290 
1295 

1296 

1316 

5-67 

1323 

1912 


1751 
1691 
1623 
1915 


1413 
1760 


Hiiiman,  Colonel  Uenjamin,   Letter  to  Govcrnour 

Trumbull,  -  -  -  -  -      135 

Hospital,  for  the  Northern  Army,  Samuel  Stringer 

appointed  Director  of,  -  -    443,  18f-() 

For  the  Army  at  Cambridge,  John   Morgan 

appointed  Director  of,  -  -  -  -    1S97 

Howe ,  Major-(j nurul  IVitliam,  appointed  to  super- 
sede General  Gage,      -  -  -  -  ,S 
Acknowledges  receipt  of  his  Commission,  -     95.5 
Correspondence   with   General  V/ashington, 
on  the  cessation  of  intercourse  between  the 
two  Camps,          -----      210 
Letter  fi'om  Earl  of  Dartmontii,  on  the  pro- 
priety of  takiuij  possessiiin  of  New- York,     612 
Ordered  lo  assist  Governour  Martin,             -     713 
Instruciions   relalive  to  the  reduction  of  the 

Southern  Provinces,      -  -  1135,  I  K'O 

Letters  to  Eail  of  Dartmouih,      991,  1672,  1()78 
Ordered  to  send  Officers  to  England  for  the 

jjurpose  of  recruiting,  -  -  -    1203 

Fiom  Lord  George  Germain,     -  -  -    1591 

From  Lotd  Dunware,  (fac  iiinile,)   -  -    liiHi 

From  Captain  Leslie,  Virginia,  -  -    17  16 

Proclamations,  -  -  -  -  1246,  1379 

Remaiks  on  the  same,  in  an  Address  to  the 

Inliabitanis  of  New-York,     -  -  -    1553 

Hunt,  Isaac,  l-'roceedings  on,  in  Philadelphia,         -      17i) 
Ilunlingioii.  Colonel  JiilcJiah,  Letters   to  Ciovern- 

our  Trmiibidl,      -  -  -  -        ^^i,  138, 

151,  434,  655,  682,  771,  1110 
Hutchinson,  Thomas,  Letter  to  from  Falmouth,  dated 
February  10,  1774,  disapproving  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  Tea,  k.c.,  and  reasons  of 
several  of  the  Signers  lor  signing  the  same,     625 
Luhpendence — 

Proceedings  of  the  New- York  Commiltee  on 
author  of  rumor  that  Congress  intendeil  to 
make  a  Declaration  of,  -  -  -  15,  21 

Probability  of  Ministerial   measures  leading 

to,  -  .         -         -    436,  1111,  1114 

Hint  of  notion  of  being  eniertained  by  some,     464 
Not  desired  by  the  Colonies,     -  -  -     621 

Prosecution  of  Thomas  Anderson,  for  assert- 
ing that  the  Colonies  were  aiming  for,     -     644 
Proceedmgs  of  Chester  County  (Pennsylva- 
nia) Conmiiltee,on  being  charged  with  an 
inlention  of  declarinii;,  -  -  -     7<J1 

Letter  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  David  Hartley. 

A  separation  inevitable,  -  -  -     940 

An  Address  to  the  People  of  Pennsylvania, 

answering  the  objections  to,  -  -    1013 

Colonies  accused  of  aiming  for,  in  Addresses 

to  the  Throne,     -         -      981,  1030, '79, '86, 
1100,  12G0, '62,  1326,  '82,  1668 
General  Greene  warmly  in  favour  of,  -   1 1  16 

Pennsylvania  Delegates  in  Congress  strictly 
to  dissent  from  and  utterly  reject  any  pro- 
position that  may  cause  or  lead  to,  -   1408 
Newspaper  discussion  on  the  above  Insli'uc- 

tions,  -         -         -         -      1408-13,  1793 

Letter  from  Rhode-Island  to  a  Gentleman  in 

Philadrlphia.     Tiie  die  is  cast,       -          -   1686 
Letter  from  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Ran- 
d(jlph.    Neither  inducement  nor  power  are 
wanting  to   declare  and  assert  a  separa- 
tion,   1707 

The  lioirid  measure  openly  a\owed  by  men 
of  consequence — Governour  Franklin  lo 
the  New-Jersey  Asseiidjjy,    -  -  -    1-51 

Answer  of  Assembly,       -  .  -  -    l-di 

Reply  of  Governour  Franklin,  -  -    l':-ii2 

New-Jersey   Council  express    their    utmost 

abhorrence  of  any  such  design,       -  -    18G8 

Petition  from  the  County  of  Bnilingion,  ex- 
pressing great  alarm  at  the  sentimcius 
openly  avowed  by  many  persons,  -    1873 

New-Jersey  Delegates  directed  utterly  to  re- 
ject any  proposition  that  may  separate  tho 
Colony  from  the  .Mother  Country,  -   1857 

Governuur   Franklin    lo   ihe   Earl  of  D;;rt- 

mouih, 1-71 
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India7is,  Klnn  orders  to  be  be  taken  into  service,    -  b 

Enlisred  to  act  against  the  Colonics,  -  12,26 

Proceedini;s  of  Council  on  taking  anus  against 

Virginia"     -  -  -  -      ^    :  '       '"^ 

Message  from  a  party  of  the  Six  Nations,  -        86 
Invited  to  a  conference  at  Albany,      -  -        50 

Nuniber  present,     -  -  -  -      ~4'3,  625 

Prnceedini'S  of  Coinmissioiiers  at  German- 

Flats,    ^    -         -         -         -         -       473,475 

Treaty  at  Albany,  -         -  -        47o-496,  62o 

Letter  from  Volkert   P.  Douw  to  Continen- 
tal Congress,        -  -  -  -  - 

Proceedings  on  the  same. 

Report  of  a  Committee  appointed  to  confer 

with  the  Cau^hnawagas, 
Proceedings  of  the  four  Indians  sent  by  the 

Commissioners  to  the  Caughnavvagas, 
Report  of  a  Committee  appointed  to  confer 

with  a  Chief  of  the  St.  Franrois 
Petition   from  Joseph  Johnson,  a  Mohegan, 

to  the  New-York  Congi-ess, 
Western,  disposition  of,    -  -  -  - 

Treaty   of  Friendship   concluded    with    the 
Tribes  on  the  Ohio,     -  -  -  - 

Disposition  of  Cherokees, 
A   Talk   from    Mr.   Drayton  to  the  Chero- 
kees, -  -  -  ■       .  /,         " 
A  List  of  the  names  and  numljer  oi  Towns; 
also,  the  number  of  Men  in  the  Cherokee 
Nation,       ------ 

Ireland,  People  kept  in   ignorance  of  the  true  state 
of  affairs  in  America,    -  -  -  - 

Method  of  raising  Recruits  for  America,     - 
Remarks  on  tlie  same,      "  ■  ".  " 

Parliament.     Proceedings  on   presenting  an 
Address  to  the  Throne,         -  -    Sii'o- 

House  of  Coiiiinons.     Debate   oi 
Troops  to  America, 
Jamaica,  Assendjly  of,        -         -         - 
Jay,  John,  Letter  to  New- York  Congre'-s 
Jefferson,  Thomas,  chosen 
Congress, 
Letters  to  John  Randolph, 
Johnson,  Colonel  Guy,  at  MontiCLd,      - 
Johnson,  Sir  John,  has  four  hundred   men   in  arms 
to  protect  Slierilf  White, 
Letter  to  White,      .  -  -  -  - 

Same  read  in  New-York  Congress,     - 
Queries  to,  relative  to  signing  tlie  Associa- 
tion, ..---- 

Answer,  -.-.-- 

Johnson,  Josei)h,  ■A  Mohegan,  Petition  to  New- York 

Congress,   ------ 

Johnson,  Thomas,  Jan.,  Letter  to  Horatio  Gates,  on 

manoeuvres  of  the  Ministry,  iic,    - 
Johnston,  Fort,  North-Carolina,  destroyed,  - 
Jones,  Captain  Ichaboil,  Tory,  sent  prisoner  to  Wa- 
tertown,      ------ 

Jones,  John  Paul,  appoinleil   a  First   Lieutenant  of 
Continental  F^leei,         -  -  -  - 

Kcarsley,  Dr.  John,  Tory,  proceedings  on  in  Plula- 


Delegale  to  Cc 


sendi 


ilinental 

-    4;3L 


,)hia, 
Fm  tber  proceedings,  on  di 

to  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
Conmiittee  appointed  to  c;i 

the  Resolves  of  the  Comn 
^Varrant  to  the  Jailer, 
To  be  closely  coniineil,     - 
Allowed  a  Servant,  at  Ins  o\\ 
Allowed  a  Clerk,  on  uulli. 
Leaves  Philadelpina,  uudu- l 

hirklaini.  .1/v.sts,  se.litiou-  conduct 
15.-arerof  a  L.Ulm'  horn    Lo 

General  Gage,     - 
Recommended   to   (ieiiera 
Dmimoie. 
Klrklnn.l.   lUr.  Sannul.  r.roniUH 
Washui^lon  lo  Continei 
ll.-^olvcsol  Coni;ress,con 
among  the  Indians, 


eciinii  of  Letters 
ry  into  execution 


(an 


lb. we    by    L 
lied    by  (;,.ne 


(  (.1 


Knot,  Henry,  Instructions  to,  relative  to   procuring 

Stores  from  Ticonderoga  and  other  places,   1568 
Letter  to  General   W^ashington,  from  New- 
York,         1676 

Appointed  Colonel  of  Artillery,  -  -    1921 

La  Come,  St.  Luke,  invites  General  Montgomery 

to  hold  a  confei-ence,    -         -         -         -     973 

Instructions   to  Major  Brown,  appointed   to 

hold  the  conference,      -  -  -  -    1098 

Result,  ---.-.   1096 

Lamb,  Captain  John,  to   New- York  Congress,   on 

rank  of  Artillery,  -  -  -  -     239 

Proceedings  in  Congress,  -       542,  563,  568 

Declines  the  service,         ...  -     44.5 

Good  Officer,  -         -         -  1684,  1695 

Lawrence,  Captain  Melancton,  Examination  of,       -     552 

Lead  Mines,  John  McDonald  directed  to  examine, 

in  Newburgh,       -----     895 

Report  of  Mr.  McDonald,         -         -         -     850 
Connnittee  of  Safety  olfer  lo  woik,    -  -     895 

Offer  acce|ned,        -----     850 

Committee  appointed   to  examii  e,  in  Con- 
necticut,     ------   1023 

Lee,  General  Charles,  Letter  to  R.  H.  Lee,  -     631 

Letter  from  Council  of  Massachusetts,  rela- 
tive to  a  Letter  from   Ireland   mentioning 
his  name  unfavourably,  .  -  .    1.516 

Lee,  Richard  Henry,  Letter  to  General  Washing- 
ton, suggesting  the   practicability  of  ca|)- 
turing  the  Ministerial  Fleet  and  Army,    -  1 

Washington's  Reply,        -  .  -  -     455 

CHiosen  Delegate  to  Continental  Congress,  -     379 
To  General  Washington,  on  the  ill  success 

of  the  Ministry  in  all  quarters,        -  -     805 

To  same,  on  seizure  of  the  Press  at  Norfolk, 

and  the  death  of  Pe\  ton  Randolph,         -   1137 
Answer,  ------    ]  101 

To  same  ;   Ministry  unrelenting,  -  -     9tr5 

To  same,  enclosing  Letter  from  London  on 

the  intentions  of  the  Ministry,         -  -   1542 

Answer,  ------   U)S7 

From  Edmund  Pendleton,  on  affairs  in  \  ir- 

ginia, 1067 

To  General  Washington,  -  -  -1675 

Leinster,  Duke  of.  Thanks  of  Assembly  of  Dublin, 

for  supporting  the  rights  of  America,        -      173 
Letters,  S^-c,  anoni/moiis,  from — 

Albanv,      ■     -  -  -  -  -      625,  630 

Alexandria, 1193 

Baltimore,      .-.---     644 
Boston,  -         -         -         -  82,  83.  5.53 

Cambridge,     -         -         -      685,713,926,1036 
Charlestown,  South-Carolina,    -  -         40,716 

Crown  Point, 136 

Edinburgh, 6.75 

40  Fairfield, 851 

Germany,        .-.-.-       74 

91  Ireland, 619 

Isle-aux-Noix,         -         -         -         -      723,  726 

1957  La  Piair.e. 1342 

I  London,         -  39,  148,  256,  2.57,  684,  719,  785, 

174  I  818.  1280,  1520,  1513,  1680 

1  Maninico, 1177 

1822  Marvland, 819 

Mi.ldlesex, 620 

V,    1310  1  Newbern, 679,  773 

"-    1815  I  New-V.iik.     -         -         -        2.59,261,640,795 

-1819.  Tory  Ofiircr  on  board  Transport,        -  -     646 

-1823  I  Norfolk,  -  -  -  -       716.817,923 

-  1824  I  Piltsburgli, 776 

k-  I  Pbiladclpliia,  -4:35,727,1072,1073,1253 

-  1827  '  Pr.,videncc, 98 

-  4.57  I  (Jnrbeck,      211,  726,  728,  845.  924,  925,  1 185, 
to             I  1396,  1417-1420,  1723 

:u;.  833  '  Sinannah,       ------    KJOG 

,rd  St.  AuMuMinc, 788 

-  1616  St.  John's,     -         -         -    923,972,1343,1344 
iiil               '  Simburv,  Pennsylvania,    -  -  -  -      773 

-  852  '  Ticonderoga,      '      -  -         433,  434,  467,  709 
ion              '                Walertown,    ------        59 

-1918,  Wdliamsburgh,        -  -  -  -    679,1191 
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Ltltirs,  intercepted — Of  Dr.  Chi 
John  Connolly, 
Dr.  Kearsley, 
Brook  Watson, 
Fioni  Boston, 
From  Qnebeck, 


-  958 

-  1661 

-  985 
-  1599-1602 

-  553 

-  962 


From  Cork,  to  an  Ollicer  in  Boston,  167,  '68,  '69 
Fioni  Yougliall,  to  iin  Oliicer  at  Boston,  -  167 
From  Fort  Henry,  to  an  Ollicer  at  Boston,  168 
From  R.  Gordon  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  -  169 
From  V.  Gardiner  to  Captain  Gardiner,  -  169 
Liberty  Tree,  Boston,  cut  down  by  General  Gage,  472 
Life,  Thomas,   Agent   in    England,  to   Governour 

Trumbull, 5 

L^o•A^i/o«se,  Massachusetts,  skirmi-h  at,       -  19,28 

General  Gage's  account  ol  the  same,  -  -     213 

Thanks  of  the  General  to  the  Otiicers  and 

Soldiers  engaged  at,     -         -         -         -        10 

Livingston,  Major  Henry,  Letter  to  the  INew-Yoik 

Congress,   ------      555 

Livingston,  Captain  Henry  B.,  Letter  to  the  jN'ew- 
York  Congress,  informing  that  his  Com- 
pany is  ready,  ike,      -  -  -        67,  529 
To  same,  on  destitution  of  Clothing,  -         79,  531 
Sword  voted  to  him  by  Congress,       -  -    1950 
Livingston,  Colonel  James,  demands  a  Court  of  In- 
quiry on  his  conduct,    -          -          -  -    1195 

To   General    Montgomery ;    has   taken    La 

Tours,  a  notorious  villain,  prisoner,  -    1341 

Livingston,  Robert   G .,  appointed    De[)uty   Adju- 
tant-General to  the  Northern  Army,        -     549 
Livingston,  Halter,   Deputy  Commissary-General, 
Letter  from  i\ew-York  Congress,  relative 
to  Supplies  for  the  Army,      -  -  -     540 

Answer,  -  -  -  -  -     439 

Read  in  Congress,  -----     5(56 

To  same,  on  repairing  Gun-Barrels  from  Ti- 

conderoga,  -----     904 

Letter  irom   Continental  Congress,  on  sup- 
plying Prisoners  taken    at   Chambly  and 
St.  John's,  will)  Provisions,  -  -  -    1588 

Answer,  ------    i(j63 

Livingston,  llilliam,  appointed  Brigadier-General,   1240 
London,  Resolutions  of  the  Association  of,  on  the 

right  to  Petition,  &c.,  -  -  -  -     431 

On  the  freedom  of  the  Press,    -  -  -      943 

Proceedings  of  a  Meeting  of  the  Livery,  -  829 
Resolutions  of  Supporters  of  Bill  of  Rights,  804 
Stephen  Sayre  committed  to  the  Tower,  on 

a  charge  of  High  Treason,    -         -          -   1142 
Loring,  Joshua,  appoinietl   by  General   Gage  sole 
Vendue-M aster  and   Auctioneer  for  Bos- 
ton,   984 

Lynch,  Thomas,  one  of  tlie  Committee   to  confer  j 

with  General  Washington,      -  -  -    18S7  : 

Letter  to  General  Washington,  -  -  -    1544 

Lyon,  Captain  David,  Memorial  to  Aew- York  Con- 
gress, -         -         -         -  -  -        16 

Lyon,  Rev.  James,  Tory,  Brooklunen  (iNew-York) 

Committee  ask  advice  conceitnng,  -  -        16 

Congress   appoint   a   Committee   to   inquire  [ 

into  the  matter,  -----     527 

Sent  confined  to  General  Wooster,     -  -      134 

Macartney,  Captain  John,  Correspondence  with  the  I 

Mayor  of  Norfolk,         -  -  -  92-95 

Machius,  Ministerial  Vessels  taken  at,  -  -  -        98 

Magaw,  Major  Robert,  Letter  to  General   Gates. 
Inhabitants  of  Cape   .\nne   preparing  for 
an  attack,  ------      226  | 

Mail,  from  England  to  IVew-Yoik,  suspended,        -     825 
Maiding  Point,  Skirmish  near,  account  of,    -  -        98 

Manly,  Captain,  sails  on  a  cruise,  -  -  -   1378 

Captures  Schooner,  .  -  -  1530^  1537 

Captures  Siore-Ship  Nancy,     -  -  -    1721 

ManuJ'actures — 

Workmen  advertised  for  in  Plilladelphla,  -  73 
Address  of  the  United   Company  of  Phila-  ; 

delphia,      - 620 

Premiums  on,  in  INorth-Carolina,        -  -      209  ! 

Of  Saltpetre,  encouraged  in  Mar)  land,        -      116  ! 
Same  in  Virginia,    -  -  -  -  -391 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  hi.  12; 


I  Manufactures— 

Zeal  of  Virginians,  -  -  -  -     621 

\arious  Dye  Plants  brought  from  England 
to  Virginia,  and  tiie  manner  of  their  culti- 
vation offered  to  be  taught,    -  -  -     716 
Linen,  |)lan  for  establishing,  presented  to  the 

JNew-York  Congress,    -         -         -  -    1081 

Read  in  Congress,  -----  1291 
Commiiiee  appointed  to  raise  contributions,  1264 
Report  of  Committee  on   the  best  mode  of 

establishing, 1424 

Cannot  be  carried  on  in  America,       -  -    1147 

Etlect  of  Ministerial  measures  on,  in  Great 

Britain,      -     2.56,  786,  982,  1010,  1 1 15,  1519 

Marion,  Captain  Francis,  Orders  to,   -  -  -    160d 

Martha's,  I'ineyard,  Prisoners  taken  at,         -  -    1415 

;>/arn'/i,  ./o4U/A,  Governour  of  North-Carolina,  Let- 

i  ter  on  arming  Slaves,   -  -  -  -  8 

I  Declared  an  enemy  to  America  by  Newbern 

Committee,  -----        40 

Proclamation  fiom  on  board   His  Majesty's 
Ship  Cruiser,       -----       61 

Provincial  Congress  declare  the  same  to  be 
a  false,  scandalous,  scurrilous,  malicious, 
and  seditious  libel,  and  order  it  to  be  burnt 
by  the  common  hangman,      -  -  -      189 

Newbern  Committee  adopt  similar  Resolu- 
tions, ------     443 

Intercepted  Letters,  -  -  -  -        75 

Mr.  Drayton   reconunends  that  he  be  taken 

prisoner,     -  -  -  -  -  -      721 

Discovery   of  Powder,  Cannon,  &c.,  con- 
cealed in  his  Palace,     -  -  -  -     773 

Martindale,  Captain  Sion,  Letter  to  Colonel  Reed  ; 
hopes  to  be  ready  to  sail  in  a  week  or  two, 
if  supplied  with  Men,  Jec,    -  -  -    1336 

General  Washington  fears  he  is  going  upon 

too  large  a  scale,  .  -         -         -   137s 

Stephen  Moylan  to  William  Watson.      Shall 

we  ever  hear  of  Martindale's  departure?   1568 

Sails, 16.58 

Men  refuse  to  do  duty,     -         -         -          -   1713 
Martinico,  English  Frigate  plunders  American  Ves- 
sels at, 1177 

Marvin,  Ebenezer,  Petition  to  Massachusetts  House 

of  Representatives,       -  .  -  -     343 

Maryland — 

Association,   -  -  -  -  -  -      131 

State  of  affairs  in,    -----      1.5,^- 

Convention,  -----         99-132 

Council  of  Safety.    Proceedings  on  obtaining 

Arms,  Ammunition,  Sec,   448-450,  1116-1118 
Proceedings  on  a  Communication   from   the 

Lord  Proprietary's  Agent,     -  -  -    1570 

Eastern  Shore  Council  of  Safety,       -  1571-1584 
Anne  Arundel  County.     Call  of   Meeting  to 
elect  Commitiee  of  Observation  and  Dele- 
gates to  Convention,     -  -  -  -      463 

Conmiittees  and  Delegates  chosen,     -  -     69.'i 

List  of  Associators  and  Non-Associators  or- 
dered to  be  returned,   -         -  -  -    1340 

Baltimore  County.     Committee  countenance  a 

violation  of  the  Continental  Association,  -     644 
Committee  of  Observation,  and  Delegates  to 

Convention  chosen,       .  .  -  -     775 

Proceedings  on  fixing  the  price  of  Salt,        -   1541 
Calvert  County.   Committees  and  Delegates  to 

Convention  chosen,       -          -          -          .      594 
Caroline  County.      Proceedings  on  Jolin  Wil- 
liams,   127 

Charles  County.     Election  of  Committees,     -     694 
Resolve  relative  to  Debtors,       -  -  -     695 

Frederick  County .  Connniiteeschosen  in  Lower 

District, 694 

Letter  of  Committee  to  Continental   Con- 
gress, relative  to  John  Connolly  and  others.   1660 
Prince  George's  County.    Proceedings  of  Bla- 

densburgh  Conunittee  on  George  Munro, 51-56 
Committees  chosen,  -  -  .  .     (JH8 

JloTcester  County.     Defence  of  the  Rev.  John 

Scoit. 1586 
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Massachusctti-liny— 

Appeals  to  the  Inljabiianis,        -  -      647,9-28 

House  of  Representatives,      27 1-36(5,  1433-1520 
Request  a  detacliment  from  the  Continental 
Army  to   protect  the  Coast,  and  General 
Washington's  reply,      -  -  -  -       31 

Petition  to,  from  a  Company  in  ^Vorcester, 

praying  that  Tories  may  be  confined,        -     824 
Account  of  disbursements,  -  -  -   1182 

An  Act  for  encouraging  the  fixing  out  Armed 

Vessels, -   1533 

A  list  of  the  Colonels  of  the  several  Regi- 
ments and  where  stationed,    -  -  -     858 
Council  applied  to  for  Armed  Vessels,         -     951 
To  Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress,  on 
the  right  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  join  in   the  election  of  Oflicers,   (See 

Falmouth,) 1531 

Answer  of  John  Adams,  -  -  -  -   1653 

Ol  Samuel  Adams,  ....   1654 

Of  John  Hancock  and  Thomas  Cushing,  1662,  1705 
Return  of  Prisoners  ordered,      -  -  -   1554 

To  General  Washington,  requesting  a  guard 
for  Prisoners,        -----  1546 

Answer,  ------   1507 

BerkshircCounty.   Declaration  of  David  Noble 

voted  satisfactory,         -  -  -  -    1 173 

Bristol  County.     Proceedings  of  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  Rehoboth  and  Swansey,  on  con- 
duct of  Jerathmeel  Bowers,    -  -       160-166 
Proceedings  of  Rehoboth  Committee,  to  pre- 
vent Provisions  being  carried  to  tiie  Min- 
isterial Army,      -----     97G 

Proceedings  of   Dartmouth    Connniltee    on 
Isaac  Howland,  for  selling  Salt  at  an  exor- 
bitant price,         -----   1266 

Cumberland  County,  Maine.  Destruction  of 
Falmouth,  Casco  Ray,  concerted  between 
General  Gage  and  Admiral  Graves,  -    1680 

General  Greene  to  Governour  Ward  on  burn- 
ing of  Falmouth,  .  -  -  -  1115 
Same  to  Governour  Cooke,  -  -  -  1168 
(ien.  Washington  to  Continental  Congress,  1  151 
Sentiments  of  a  Gentleman  of  eminence,  -  1169 
Account  by  the  Selectmen  of  ihe  Town,  -  1169 
Remarks  on  Captain  IMowat's  Letter,  -  1552 
General   Washington   to   the  Coniinittce   of 

Falmouth, 1167 

Arrival  of  the  Cerberus,  man-of-war;  appli- 
cation to  General  Washington  for  assist- 
ance, -         -         -      ^  -         -         -   1  103 
Answer,          ---...    i;j77 
Instructions  to  Colonel  Phinncy,  to   prevent 

the  King's  Troops  eli'ecling  a  lodgement,   1377 
James  Sullivan   to   the  (,'ouncil,  urging  the 

importance  of  organizing  the  Militia,        -    1397 
Petitionof  Enoch  Freeman,  prayingtiiat  Pow- 
der, &,c.,  may  be  immediately  replaced,  -    1434 
Proceedings  in  House  of  Representatives  on 

defending,  ------    1  190 

General  Joseph   Frye  appointed   by  House 

to  take  command  of  the  Forces,     -  -    1502 

Proceedings  in  the  House  and  Council  on  the 

right  of  ai)pointment,   1505,  1509,  1513,  1514 
Hou-e   propose  that  an  Olilcer  shall  be  cho- 
sen by  joint  ballot,  and   commissioned  by 
the  Council,         -  -  -  -  -    15l() 

(.^oncurred  in  Council,      -  -  -  -    1517 

(Jeneral  Frye  chosen,       -  -  -  .    1517 

Samuel  Fre(Mnan  to  General  Wasliington,  on 

the  importance  of  securing  the  Harbour,  -    15!>3 
^I^eplv,  -  -  -  -  .  .    uhh; 

JL'sscx  County.      Vindication  of  the  conduct  of 

Salem,  (Note.)    -----     ;];57 

Resolution  of  House  of   Representatives  on 

the  same,  ----..     ;35(; 

Lincoln  County,  Maine.    Proceedings  of  Com- 
mittee of  Pownalhorough  en  Abiel  Wood,  151-156 
Counter  Proceednigs,        -  -  -  -      OH 

Proceedings  of  Boolhbay  Committee  on  a  de- 
mand for  Arms  and  Anmiunition,   -  -    11  17 


Massachusetts-  Bay — 

MiJcllesct  County.     Committee  of  Supplies  to 

General  Wasliington,  on  Ammunition,     -  5,  14 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence of  Weston  and  Sudbury  on  violator 

of  Fast, 675 

Proceedings  of  Waltham  and  other  Commit- 
tees on  Eleazer  Bradsba  w,  for  selling  Tea,     937 
\  oters  of  Boston    summoned    to   attend  at 
Watertown  to  elect  a   Representative   in 
the  place  of  Dr.  Church,       -  -  -    1630 

]Sorfolk  County.     Coimiiittee  of  Dedham  di- 
rected to  liberate  David  Parker,      -  -    1352 
Flymouth  (Jounty.      Rochester  Committee  re- 
quest all  connection  to  be  withdrawn  from 
Gideon  Bestow,  lor  exporting  Provisions 

to  Nantucket, 60 

Rochester  Committee  object  to  Enoch  Ham- 
mond  being  appointed  a    Justice  of  t!ie 

Peace, 802 

Committee  requested  to  as^ist  Capt.  Bowen 

in  fitting  out  a  Vessel,  -         -  1057,  1 12t) 

Tories  rel'erred  to  General   Washiiigton  for 

examination,        -----    1378 

H'orccster  County.    Hardwick  Committee  pub- 
lish James  Fay  and  others  as  enemies  to 
America,    ------        59 

Recantaiion  of  Dr.  Willard,       -  -  -      .lo2 

Proceedings  of  Committee  of  Inspection  on 

Captain  Clark,  for  selling  Tea,       -  -     729 

McDonald,  Angus,  to  Printers  at  New- York,  -        >^9 

Same  read  in  Congress,    -  -  -  -     531 

Sheriff'  of  Fairfield    County  to   New-Vork 
Commitiee  of  Safety,  relative  to  keeping 
him  in  Jail,  -     '    -         -  -         -     913 

McDougall,  Colonel  Alexander,  Letter  to  General 

Sullivan, 1138 

Mecklcnhurgh,  North-Carolina,   Resolves  of  Com- 
mittee declared   treasonable    by   Govern- 
our Martin,  -----       t)3 
Meredith,  Thomiif,  Recantation  of,       -  -  -        20 
MiJJlin,  Major   Thomas,   appointed   Quartermaster 

General  to  the  Army  at  Cambridge,  -      250 

Militia,  ^'c.  Plan  for  regulating  in  Connecticut,     -   1019 

in  Delaware, 689 

Maryland, 108 

New-Hampshire,    -         -         -         -       519,  522 

New-Jersey, 42,  1236 

Bergen  County  desire  all  who  refuse  to  enlist 

in,  to  leave  the  County,         -  -  -     450 

New- York, 525,  512 

Names  of  persons  in  John  Bedel's  Company 

opposed  to  the  same,    -  -  -  -     ()96 

North-Carolina,       -  -  -  -  -      198 

Pennsylvania,  -  .  .  -    506,  IS02 

Address  of  the  Privates  of  upwaids  of  thirty 
Companies,  showing  their  reasons  for  refu- 
sing to  sign  the  same,  -  -  -  -     821 

Virginia, Ill 

Superiority  of,  over  Standing  Armies,  -     220 

Monitor,      -   1  114,  1564,  1654,  1725,  '27,  '29,  '32,   ^l 

Montgomery,  Brigadier-General  Richard,  Letter  to 

New-York  Congress,  asking  for  Ai-ms,&c., 

and  relative  to  suspicious  persons,  -  -        67 

Answer,  ------      509 

To  same  lequesting  Powder,     -  -         80,  531 

To  New-Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety.  -      177 
(See  Schuyler.) 

Letter  to  Robert  R.  Livingston,  from  Mon- 
treal, on  the  necessity  and  best  means  of 
getting  possession  of  Quebeck,        -  -    1(>3S 

Leiier   to   General    Schuyler;   resigns,   and 

lakes  command  again,  -  -  -  -    1()94 

(ieneral  Schuyler's  opinion  of,      670,  1131,  1522 
(ieneral  Washington's,     -  -  -  -    1197 

Continental  Congiess's,    -  -  -  -    1012 

Samuel  Mott's, 974 

Thanks  of  Congress,         -         -         -         -    1718 

.\ppoinied  Major-General,  -  -  -    1947 

Montrrfil,  Allen  repulsed  and  taken  prisoner,  -      799 

S;irrenders  to  MoiU-omerv,        -  -  -    1595 
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3lorgan,Ciipt(nn  Daniel,  Instriiciions  to,  relative  to 

Ins  tank, 946 

ISlorgnn,  Dr.  John,  apijointed   Director  General  of 

the  Hospital  at  Cambrid-e,    -  -  -    1897 

Mott,  Edward,  Letters  lo  Governour  Triiiiibuli,  51,  1676 
31olt,  Samuel,  Letters  to  Governour  Triuuljull  from 

Ticonderoga,        -  -  -  -  18,  22 

To  same,  from  Camp  near  St.  John's  ;  com- 
plains of  conduct  at  Head-Quarters,         -      972 
To  same  :  Cliambiy  taken;  requests  certain 

expressions  in  the  above  to  be  kept  secret,   1 124 
Moultrie,  Colonel  fViUinm,  his  orders  on  an  expe- 
dition ajjainst  Fort  Johnston,  -  -      697 
Orders  to  Captain  Marion,         -          -  -    1608 
Moylan,  .SVcj^Ae/i,  appointed  Muster-Master  General 

to  the  Aiiny  at  Cambridge,   -  -  -     2.50 

Letters  to  William  Barilett,   lieverly,   1:368,  15;}7 
John  Broun,  Providence,  -  -  -    1688 

Committee  of  Safety  of  Dedham,        -  -   1352 

Samuel  Freeman,  Falmouth,      -  -  -   1666 

Jonathan  Glover,  Marbleliead,  -  -  1420,  1537 

General  Court  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  -   1428 

Committee  of  Newbury  port,      -  -  -   1429 

\Vm.  Watson,     -    1377,  1406,  1568,  1594,  1604 
Joshua  Wentworth,  Portsmouth,         -  -   1327 

Associated  with  John  Glover,  as  Agent  for 

fitting  out  Armed  Vessels,     -  -  -     948 

Moi/lan,    Stephen,   and  John    tllover,    Salem    and 

Marblehead:  Instructions,      -  -  -      946 

To  Gen.  Washington  :   Vessels  nearly  ready 

to  sail,         -         -         -         -         -         -     994 

From  Colonel   Reed,  urging  despatch,  and 

directing  a  fourth  Vessel  to  be  taken,       -   1016 
From  Colonel  Reed.     Every  thing  depends 
upon  expedition,  ....    103' 

To  General  Washington.      Vessels  of  Cap- 
tains  Bi'oughton    and    Selman    ready    for 
men  ;  great  want  of  Provisions,      -  -    1068 

Reply.      Must  be  no  delay,       ...   1075 
Expedition  again  urged  more  strongly,         -   1084 
Money  forwarded,  and  despatch  urged,        -    1109 
Vessels  nearly  ready.     Ammunition   and  a 

Surgeon  requested,        -  -  -  -    1 109 

Surgeon  obtained.  Device  for  Flag  sug- 
gested,                '-    1126 

Schooners  commanded  by  Captains  Brough- 
ton  and  Selman  sail.      Stores,  &^c.,  want- 
ed for  the  other  two  Schooners,      -  -    1134 
DilKculty   of  procuring   materials  for  fitting 

out  the  Vessels,  -  -  -  -  -   1  167 

Stores  ordered,  .....  1182 
Swivel-Shot  wanting,  ....  1^209 
Captain  Manly  of!'.      Captain  Adams's  \'es- 

sel  waiting  for  Crew,    ....    1246 
Captain  Adams  ordered  to  march,       -  -    1256 

Mukastcr,  Frederick  George,  Letter  to  Gen.  Grant,     8;34 
Munroe,  George,  Proceedings  of  the  Bladeuiburgh 

Committee  on,     ...  -  51-56 

Muster-Master  General,  to  the  Army  at  Cambridge, 

Stephen  Moylan  appointed,  .  -  .     250 

Nesbitt,John  Maxwell,  appointed  Paymaster  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Fleet,      ...         -   1S13 
Neutrals,  A  Remonstrance  from  the  Overseers  of  the 

Poor  of  Philadelphia  for  the  relief  of,      -     871 
One  hundred  Pounds  granted,  -  -     873 

Nc  U'-  Ha  mpsh  ire — 

Committee  of  Safety.  Letter  to  Gen.  Schuy- 
ler, recommending  Colonel  Bedel  to  the 
command  of  a  Regiment,       -  -  -        60 

To  Colonel  Bedel,  -         -         -  -       60 

From  Colonel  Israel  Morey,  on  the  zeal  of 
Colonel  Bedel  and  others,  in  preparing  to 
re-enforce  General  Schuyler,  -  -     697 

To  Major  Cilley,  directing   Powder  to  be 

sent  to  Exeter,    -----        60 
From  Delegates  in  Congiess,on  disturbances 

in  London,  and  the  arrival  of  Powder,    -     684 
From  Samuel  Peabody,  on  being  appointed 

Chaplain,  -.---.      13s 
From  Delegates  in  Congiess,  on  the  release 

of  Colonel  Fenton,       ....     750 


-ILimpshirc — 

Committee  of  Safety.    Letter  from  General  Sul- 
livan.   I\ew-Ham|)?hire  Troops  have  more 
reasons  to  complain  than  any  other  Troops 
in  the  Army,        .....     779 
Answer  of  Committee,     .  -  .  -     827 

General  Sidlivan's  iieply,  ...      <).iy 

Petition  from  the  Field-Officers  at  Winter- 
Hill,  that  General  Sullivan  niay  have  the 
power  of  filling  vacancies,      -  -  -      843 

Answer,  ......    1007 

General  Sullivan  sends  a  list  of  vacancies,    -    1099 

Proceedings  on  a  cargo  of  Flour  captured 

from  the  enemy,  -  -  -       965-970 

To   Delegates  in  Congress,  relative  to  the 

same, 1019 

Answer  of  Delegates,       ....    1193 

From  Israel  Morey, on  the  siege  of  St.  John's,     9f?0 

From  Delegates,  on  securing  Sea-Coast 
Towns, 983 

Appoint  Meshech  Weare  and  Nathaniel  Fol- 
soin  lo  attend  the  Conference  with  Gene- 
ral Washington, 1003 

Refer  to  Committee  of  Portsmouth  a  Peti- 
tion to  transport  Provisions  to  the  Isle  of 
Shoals, 1085 

From  Colonel  Reed,  in  reply  to  a  request 
for  Muster- Rolls,  -         -         -  -1127 

From  Jonathan  Hale,  resigning  commission 

of  Second  Major,  -  -  -  -    1134 

To  Committee  of  Supplies,  directing  Ac- 
counts to  be  closed,      -  -  -  -        61 

To  Delegates  in  Congress,  on  Colony  Ac- 
counts,      ......    1630 

Recommend  John  Stavers  to  the  friendship 

of  his  countrymen,        ....    1659 
Provincial  Coiigrcss,  -  -  -  -       515-523 

Letter  from  Delegates  in  Continental  Con- 
gress, requesting  that  the  importance  of 
taking  up  Government  may  be  urged  upon 
the  Conmiittee  of  Congress  at  the  Camp,     935 

Instructions  to  the  Delegates  on  the  same,  -    1897 

From  Delegates,  informing  that  a  motion  has 

been  made  in  Congress  to  that  effect,      -    1193 

Resolve  of  Congress,       ....    1905 
Cheshire  County.     Committee  on  conduct  of 

Simon  Baxter,    -         -         -         -  -      166 

Portsmouth.     Committee  supply  Scarborough, 

man-of-war,  with  Provisions,  -  -        59 

Further  communication  with  the  Scarborough 

prohibited, 91 

Town-Meeting  disapprove  of  the  conduct  of 
those  who  fired  on  Capt.  Barclay's  Boat,       91 

Correspondence  between  Governour  Went- 
worth and  Theodore  Atkinson,        -  -        9"^ 

Proceedings  in  Provincial  Congress  for  the 

defence  of  the  Harbour,         -  -  -      517 

Committee  of  Safely  to  General  Sullivan. 
Anticipate  an  attack;  mean  immediately 
to  fortify  the  Harbour,  if  Powder  can  be 
had, 26;^ 

General  Washington  unable  to  grant  a  sup- 
ply of  Powder,   -  -  -  -  -    1127 

Party  of  Rifiemen  sent  to  assist  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  Harbour,  ...  -    1147 

General  Sullivan  to  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty. The  Fleet  destined  to  destroy  the 
Port  having  proceeded  to  Boston,  asks  ad- 
vice for  further  proceedings,  -  -  -    1209 

Answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,       -         -    1210 

Orders  to  William  Knight  and  others  for  ob- 
structing the  River,       ...  -    1210 

Gen.  Sullivan  directed  lo  return  to  Camp,   -    1255 

To  proceed  immediately  to  Portsmouth.  In- 
structions, .-----    1396 

Ordered  to  seize  Officers  of  Government,   -    153b 

George  Jaffrey,  from  the  alarm  in  Town,  is 

unable  to  prepare  his  Treasurer's  Report,   1267 

Committee  vote  that  some  steps  be  taken  to 
prevent  George  Meserve  from  going  into 
Boston, 164U 
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-Jersey — 
Assembly, 
Council, 

Coiniiiittee  of  Safely, 
Provincial  Coni^ress, 


yiiv- Jersey —  j  j.>ei 

-  1849-1866 

-  1865-1876 
-     457 

41-45,  1217-1244 
To  Continental  Congress,  on  the  manner  of 

appointing  Field-Ofticers,      -  -  -   1050 

To  same,  requesting  Money  to  procure  Arms,   1051 
Request  an  answer  to  the  two  preceding,     - 
Answer,  -  -  -  '  .  .  .  ' 

Bergen  Counly.     Resolutions  on  Militia  Regu- 
lations,       ------ 

Cumberland    County.     Application    to    Conti- 
nental Congress  for  Powder, 
Morris  County.     Address  to  the  Publick, 
Sussex  County.     George  McMurtrie  advertised 
as  an   enemy  to  his  Country,  for  having 
spoken  contemptuously  of  the  Congress,  - 
yew- York— 

Assembly  prorogued,        -         -      640,  838,  1263 
Provincial  Congress,  523-82,  1267-1326,  1751-'64 
Suspicious  conduct  of,    18,  47,  50,  263,  453,  454 
Letter  fioni  Delegates  in  Continental  Con- 
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Request  permission  to  import  a  quantity  of 
Pork  from  Connecticut,  for  the  use  of  the 
Northern  Army,  .         .         .         .       4Q 

Order  on  the  same  in  Connecticut  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,      -----     267 

Answer,         -....-     224 

Guard  appointed  to  attend  the  Pork  upon  its 

arrival,       ------     878 

Extraordinary  Letter  to,  -         -         -  -     242 

Petition  to,  to  form  a  second  Independent 

Battalion  in  the  City  of  New- York,        -     149 
Second     Independent    Battalion    request    a 

speedy  action  upon  nomination  of  Oflicers,     737 
Letter  to,  relative  to  the  release  of  Malcolm 

Mclsaac,  steward  to  GovernourTryon,    -     262 
Application  to,  for  permission  to  ship  Provi- 
sions, iic,  -         .         -         -       445-447 
Orders  on,     -         -         -         -         -       560-561 

For  Tents,  Clothing,  Arms,  &ic.,     447,  451,  452 
Petition  of  John  Candell,  -  -  -     451 

Letter  from  John   McKinney,  in   lavour  of 
the  same,   ------     630 

Petition  in  favour  of  Cajit.  Phinoas  Rumsey,     628 
Proceedings  on  preservation  of  Publick  Re- 
cords, (See  Records.) 
Ordered  by  Continental  Congress  to  send  all 
the  Troops  raised   in  tlie  Colony  to  join 
General  Schuyler,         -         -         -      749,  007 
Answer,         ------     777 

From  John   Bleecker,   requesting  a  settle- 
ment of  Accounts,  for  transporting  Stores 
from  Albany  to  Fort  George,  Sic,  -     823 

From  Henry  Wisner,  relative  to  Saltpetre,   -     825 
Read  in  Committee  of  Safety,  -  -  -     924 

Letter  from  Solomon  Phelps,    -         -         -   1330 
Ollicers  of  seventeen  Regiments,        -   1118-1124 
Committee  of  Safety  to  have  full  powers  du- 
ring recess  of  the  Congress,  -  -         -     580 
Committee  of  Safety.    To  Delegates  in  Con- 
tinental Congress,  for  Powder  and  blank 
Commissions,       -----     680 

Proceedings  on,  in  Congress,     -         -         -   1880 
Answer  of  Delegates,      -         -  -         -     750 

Read  in  Committee,  .  .  -  -      997 

From  Continental  Congress,  transmitting  the 

Commissions,       -----     901 

Answer,  acknowledging  receipt  of  the  Com- 
missions,    ------     7:32 

Memorial  of  William  Ritchie,  requesting  per- 
mission to  employ  a  small  Vessel  in  carry- 
ing Provisions  to  the  Camp,  -  -  -     702 
Order  on  the  same  in  Congress,          -  -    1308 
Letter  from  John  Wutherhead,  denying  that 
he  gave  information  of  an  intention  to  re- 
move the  Guns  from  the  Battery,  and  other 
charges,      -          -          -          -          -  -     721 

Read  in  Committee,  .  -  .  .      9U() 


1992 

v-Yorlc— 
Committee  of  Safety.     Letter  from  Delegates 

in  Continental  Congress,        -  .  -     757 

Answer  of  Committee,     -  -  -  -    1268 

Reply  of  Delegates,         .         -         .         -   1279 
Proceedings  on  Christian  Bergh  and  others, 

(See  Bergh,  Christia7i.) 
Petition,   from   sundry  Officers,  against  the 
time  of  meeting  for  the  several  Beats,  as 
regulated  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  758,  918 
To  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Jersey,  on 

the  apprehension  of  Deserters,       -  -     913 

Petition  for  permission  to  ex])ort  Provisions 

to  Nantucket, 1015 

Proceedings  on,  in  Provincial  Congress,       -    1275 
Fire- Vessels  recommended  to,  -  -  -    1351 

Albany  County.     Letter  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, respecting   Prisoners   taken   at  St. 

John's, 81 

Read  in  Congress,  -----     539 

Answer,         - 540 

Diafts  on  Provincial  Congress,  and  orders  on 

the  same,   -----    547,  1287 
To  Provincial  Congress,  relative  to  Alexan- 
der White  and  others,  -         -         -         ^      151 
Informing  of  White's  arrest  for  debt,  -     223 

Answer  to  the  two  preceding,   -         -         -     566 
On  the  destitute  condition  of  the   Troops, 
and  enclosing  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Cort- 

landt, 451,  447 

Read  in  Committee  of  Safety,  -         -     878 

Letter  from  Albany  to  a  Gentleman  in  Con- 
necticut,    ------     625 

Letter  of  Committee  on  securing  suspicious 

Vessels,      ------     757 

Order  for  election  of  Committees  and  Depu- 
ties to  Provincial  Congress,   -  -         -   1264 
Charlotte  County.     Signers    and   Non-Signers 

of  the  Association,        .         -         -  -     618 

Militia  Officers, 758 

Cumberland  County.  Signers  and  Non-Sign- 
ers of  the  As'^ociation,  -  -  -  G19 
Letter  froin  James  Rogers  to  the  Provincial 
Congress,  stating  that  Committees  have 
been  appointed,  the  Association  put  in  cir- 
culation, &,c.,  -----  708 
Dutchess  County.     Signers  and   Non-Signers 

of  the  Association^       -  -     597-608,1181 

Orders  to  Committees,  relative  to  collecting 

Arms, 262 

Committee  of  Rumbout  Precinct  to  Provin- 
cial Congress,  requesting  money  to  pay  for 
Arms  collected,  -  -  -  -     681 

Letter  from  P.  De  Will  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress :  Violent  conduct  of  Tories  ;  some  of 
the  Convention  and  Committee-Men  false 
and  treacherous,  -  -  -  -     457 

Letter  from  Committee  to  Deputies  in  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  suggesting  that  measures 
be  taken  for  the  apprehension  of  Bergh  and 
others,  violent  Tories,  -  -  -     466 

John  Schenck  and  others  to  Provincial  Con- 
gress, on  continuing  themselves  an  Inde- 
pendent Company,        .  -  .  -    1194 
Committee  of  Correspondence  chosen,        -    1692 
Jacobus  Ostrnm   and   others  ordered  to  be 

confined  in  Jail,  -         -         -         -   1719 

Militia  Officers  for  Southeast  Precinct,  -  223 
Northeast  Precinct,  -  -  -  -     438 

Officers  of  two  Regiments  of  Minute-Men,  629 
Rhinebeck  Precinct,  .  -  -  -  639 
Amenia  Precinct,  -----  645 
Charlotte  Precinct,  .  -  .  -     653 

John  IJedel's  Company,  and  names  of  per- 
sons in  the  same  opi)osed  to  the  measures 
recommended  by  Congress,  for  regulating 

the  iMilitia, 696 

Pawling's  Precinct,  -  -  -  -     7.50 

Minute  Officers  in  Pawling's  Precinct,  -  988 
Minnie  Officers  in  Southeast  Precinct,  -      77  4 

Field  Officers  for  the  .Militia  of  the  Counly,    1081 
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Ncu'-  York — 

Gloucester  County.  Letter  from  Jacob  Bay  ley 
to  the  Provincial  CJongress.  Association 
siuned,  Militia  forming,  Sic,  -         -11-21 

King's  County.     Officers  commissioneci  in  tlie 

First  Regiment,  ....     70S 

New-York  City.  Earl  of  Dartmouth  recom- 
mends to  Gen.  Gage  to  take  possession  of,  7 

Answer  of  General  Gage,  .  -  -     ()-2~i 

Same  urged  upon  General  Howe,       -  -     612 

Rumor  that  the  Bi  itish  Army  intends  remo- 
ving to,       -  -  -  -  -  -        71 

General  Wooster  ordered  immediately  to  re- 
turn to  Harlem,  in  consecjueuce  of  the 
above,         ------      ry.iG 

Militia  of  Pennsylvania  requested  to  be  ready 
to  march  to  the  assistance  of,  at  a  minute's 
warning,     ------     ,j;jG 

Supply  ol   Powder   asked   from  Continental 

Congress,  ------     ^.37 

Conmiittee  appointed  to  keep  a  look  out  for 

the  approach  of  the  Ministerial  Eleet,     -     5.'J6 

Vessels  employed  for  this  purpose  to  be  in- 
sured, -  -  -  -  -  -      511 

Committee  ap|)ointed  to  wait  on  the  Govern- 
our,  to  know  if  he  has  any  knowledge  of 
General  Gage's  intention  to  remove  to,    -     54U 

General  Washington  considers  the  above  ru- 
mor groundless,  -----     675 

City  divided  into  Districts  or  Beats,  -         -     '235 

Militia  Officers  of  the  different  Beats,       '238,  7U2 

Field  and  Staff' Officers,  -         -    971,1206 

•'  Moderate  Political  Hints,"  by  S.  Sp.  Skin- 
ner, -------     463 

"  Allegiance  to  crowned  heads  upon  the  Bri- 
tish Throne," 1105 

Removal  of  Cannon  from  the  Battery,  and 
attack  from  the  Asia,  man-of-war,  259-261 

Conniiittee    ap))ointed    to   inquire    into  the 

same,  ------      5.50 

Eleven  Affidavits  read,  proving  that  the  firing 
first  began  from  the  Asia,  man-of-war,     -     555 

Address  to  the  Inhabitants,        -         -  -   1552 

Rivington's  Office  destroyed,    -         -  1626,  1707 
JSew-  York  Committee.      Proceedings  on  Mr. 

Archer  and  Abraham  H.  Van  VIeck,   -    15,  21 

Proceedings  in  Congress  on  Abraham  H.  Van 

Vleck, 1320 

Committee  to  inquire  of  Mrs.  Brown  in  what 
manner  she  intends  to  dispose  of  a  parcel 
of  Political  Pamphlets,  -         -         -       66 

Committee  to  discover  the  persons  who  de- 
stroyed the  Boat  built  for  His  Majesty's 
Ship  Asia,  -----       78 

Report  ordered  to  be  sent  to  ['rovincial  Con- 
gress,   139 

Read  in  Congress,  .  -  -  .     535 

Aew  Boat  ordered  to  be  built,  -  -  -     526 

Building  of  the  Boat  hindered — Proceedings 
on  in  Congress,   -----     533 

Proceedings  on  violators  of  the  Continental 

Association,  -  -  .  .  .     622 

Committee  to  purchase  Arms,    -  -  -     6-10 

Proceedings  on  Vessels  leaving  the  Port,  652-659 

Merchants  and  Shopkeepers  required  to  sell 

Pins  at  a  moderate  profit,       -         -         -     702 

Resolve  to  raise  contributions  for  the  Pooi',        73() 

Sub-Committees  augmented,    -  -         -     910 

Petition  praying  the  removal  of  John  Tay- 
lor and  James  Light  from  their  respec- 
tive offices, 971 

Letter  fiom  General  Washington  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  requesting  means  may 
be  taken  to  detect  persons  engaged  in  car- 
rying Provisions  to  Boston,  read — James 
Light  permitted  to  resign,      -  -  -   1005 

Committee  to  answer  a  Letter  of  Governour 

Tryon's, 1080 

Evidences  against  Mr.  Pratt,  on  a  charge  of 
having  threatened  to  set  the  Town  on  fire, 
ordered  to  he  brought  in,       -  -  -    1263 


New-  York— 

JScw-  York  Committee.   Candidates  for  the  Pio- 

vincial  Congress  nominated,  -  -  -    1341 

Deputies  chosen,     -----    ijo;} 
Mr.  Pratt  ac(|uitte(l,  .  -  .  -    \\>.\ 

Re|)ort  of  Committee  on  promoting  Ameri- 
can Manufactures,         -  -  .  -    \ll\ 
Sundry  Proceedings,         -          -          -  1621-1629 
Orange  County.    Signers  and   Non-Signers  of 

the  Association,  -  -  -       589-597 

Proceedings  of  Cornwall  Committee  on  Cap- 
tain Phineas  Rumsey,  -  -         -     459 
Petition  to  Provincial  Congress  in  favour  of 

Captain  Rumsey,          -          .          .          .     (joS 
Committee  of  JXewburgh  to  Provincial  Con- 
gress—  Expense  of  apprehending  two  per- 
sons, - 1-206 

Officers  of  a  Militia  Company  of  Newburgh, 

South-East  District,     -         -         -         -     239 

North  District, 138 

Of  Eastern  Regiment  of  Cornwall  Pre- 
cinct,   627 

01   a  Conqiany  of  Minute-Men  in  Cornwall 

Precinct,     ------      '-23 

Militia  Officers  of  the  Lower  Precinct,        -     695 
(joshen  Piecinct,     -----     707 

Rlinisink  Company,  in  Goshen  Precinct,      -      851 
Ot  a  Company  of  Minute-Men    in   Goshen 

Town,        -  -  -  -  -  -     851 

Of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  Goshen  Town,       851 
(Queens  County.      Inhabitants    of   ('ow-Neek 
form  themselves  into  a  separate  indepen- 
dent District, 777 

Committee  for  the  same,  -  -  -     777 

Provincial  Congress  on   the  above  pioceed- 

Orders  to  Colonel  Lasher  to  collect  Arm?  by 
force,  if  the  inhabitants  refuse  to  yield 
them  |ieaceahly,  -  .  -  -     7;-)5 

Execution  of  the  orders  deferred  for  further 
information,         -         -  -         -         -     91 1 

Report  of  gentlemen  appointed  to  obtain  said 

information,  .  -  -  -  .     ()io 

Witnesses  examined,         -         -  -  .     917 

Ayes  and  Noes  on  sending  Deputies  to  Pio- 

vincial  Congress,  -  .  -  .    1389 

Officers  of  Minute-Men  of  Jamaica,  -     646 

Richmond  County.  Letter  from  David  Burger 
to  Provincial  Congress,  relative  to  inha- 
bitants of  Staten  Island  supplying  Men  of 
War  with  Provisions,   -  -         -         -     621 

Does  not  send  Deputies  to  Provincial  Con- 
gress,             1755,1762 

Suffolk  County.     Signers  and  Non-Signers  of 

the  Association,  -         -         -         -      608-618 

Biookhaven  Committee  to  Provincial  Con- 
gress, on  conduct  of  disaffected  persons,  16 

Committee  apjiointed  to  take  the  same  into 

consideration,       .  .  -  -  .     527 

Report,  ------      57;] 

Same  ask   how  Non-Commissioned  Otlicers 

are  to  be  chosen — Answer,    -  -  -     893 

Southold  Committee,  anticipating  an  attack 
Irom  Men  of  War,  request  a  supply  of 
Powder,     ------        .57 

Read  in  Congress,  -  .  -  -     505 

Answer,  ------      'y.^c 

Letter  to  Provincial  Congress,  on  their  ex- 
posure to  depredations  fiom  the  enemy,  -     239 

Read,   -  -  -  -  -  -    ■     -      551 

Answer — Recommend  that  Troops  be  sta- 
tioned at  Montauk  and  Shelter-Island,     -      554 

Reply  of  Committee,  and  requesting  that  a 

Post  may  be  established,        -  -  -      465 

Read  in  Committee  of  Safety,  -         -     885 

Gardiner's   Island  plundered  by  the  British 

Fleet, 88 

Committee  at  Sag-Harbour  decide  that  the 
imputation  upon  the  Executors  of  David 
Gardiner,  of  assisting  in  plundering  Gar- 
diner's Island,  is  entirely  groundless,        -        89 


1995 

Suffolk  County.     Letters  fiom  tlie  Provincial 
Congress  to  difl'ereiit  Conimittees,  urging 
visorous  measLues  against   tiie   Ministerial 
Troops,      ------ 

Letter  from  the  Comniittee  of  Southampton 
to  the  Couiniitiee  of  Safely,  staling  tlieir 
entire  destitution  of  tiie  means  of  defence 
— Ansu'ei-,  .  -  -  -  - 

Captain  Jolui   Hulhert   to   Provincial    Con- 
gress,   informing   of   liis   departure    from 
Montauk,   ------ 

Read  in  Committee  of  Safety, 
Two   Majors   nominated   to  fill  vacancies  in 
the  First  Regiment,      -  -  -  - 

Ollicers  for  Second  I3attali(jn,    -  -       110, 

For  Smithtoun,       -  -  .         -  - 

First  Regiment,  Third  Company,  Southold, 
First   Company  of  lJrooi\iia\en, 
Second   Company,  .  .  -  . 

West  Regiment;      -  .  -  -  - 

First  three  Companies  of  Huntington, 
Trijon  County.    Letter  to  Provincial  Congress. 
Request  instructions  as  soon  as  possible, 
as  they  are  entirely  without  regulations  for 
the  Comn)ittees,  .         .  -  - 

To  the  same.    Tiie  prosecution  of  civil  law 
in   the  County   almost   entirely    slopped, 
having   but   one  .lustice   left,  who  signed 
the  Association  freely,  .  -  - 

Answer  of  Conmiiltee  of  Safety, 
To  same,  informing  that   they  have  elected 
a  Sheriff  in  the  place  of  Alexander  White, 
Read  in  Committee  of  Safety,  - 
Consider   one   Representative   sullicient   for 
the  County,         -         -         -         -         - 

Read  and  approved  in  Congress, 
In  urgent  need  of  Ammunition,  and  request 
thai  Commissions  may  be  despatched  as 
soon  as  possible,  -  .  -  - 

Queries  lo  Sir  John  Johnson,    - 
His  Answers,  .         .         -         .  - 

General  Schuyler  desired  by  the  Continen- 
tal Congress   to  disarm   the  Tories,   and 
secure  the  Arms,  &ic.,  concealed  in  tlie 
County,      ------ 

Field-Olficers,  Captains,  and  Subalterns,      - 
Field  and  Stall"  Odlcers  for  one  Battalion  of 

Minute-Men, 

V'stcr  County.   Signers  and  l\on-Signers  of  the 
Association,  -  -  -  -       5S2- 

Letter  to  Provincial  Congress,  on  the  dissatis- 
faction   among   the   Soldiers    lijr  want  of 
Clothing,    ------ 

Answer,  ------ 

Proceedings  of  Mamacoting  Connniliee  on 

procuring  Arjus,  .  -  .  . 

New-Paltz  divideil   into  two   Districts,  and 

Oflicers  chosen,  ----- 

Proceedings  of  Committee  of  Kingston  on 
Christian  Hergh  and  others,  (See  Bcrg/i, 
Christian.) 
Field-Otiicers  for  the  County,  - 
Ollicers  inNevv-Marlborough  Precinct, South 
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District,      -          -          -           - 

-      ^>i;5,  936 

Northeast  District,  - 

-      '2\0,  851 

In  the  most  westwardly  District, 

-     653 

In  INevv-Paltz,  East  District,     - 

-      133 

Mamacoting, 

-      176 

Rumbonl  Precinct, 

-     6-25 

Second  Regiment,  - 

-     64 1 

Beekman's  Precinct, 

-    6m 

Rochester,     -          -          -          - 

-     7-26 

New-Windsor  Pn>cinct,    - 

-    778, 1179 

Minute  Officers  in  IS'ew-Windsor 

Precinct,  -     778 

Walkill  Precinct.     - 

-     936 

Hanover  Precinct,  - 

-     983 

Townships  of  Rochester,   Marbh 

tovMi,  and 

New-Paltz, 

-    1179 

Town  of  Kin-ston, 

-    1179 

Com|)any  of  Horsemen  in  Kingsl 

m.    -          -    1179 

^^cu-York— 

Hestchcstir    County.      Proceedings    on    using 

Tea  and  on  Gaming,     -  -  -  -      150 

Application  to  Provincial  Congress  for  Com- 
missions,   ------     406 

Inhabitants  of  Fordhain  and  West-Farms  pe- 
tition to  have  a  Company  vvilliiii  them- 
selves,       ------     C15 

Referred  by  Committee  of  Safety  to  County 

Committee,         -----     879 

Referred  by  County  Committee  to  Sub-Com- 
mittee, " 690 

Militia  Officers  of  West-Farms  and  Manor 

of  Fordham, 1130 

County  Committee  request  that  no  Commis- 
sions for  Independent  Companies  may  be 
given  out,  and  enclose  an  Affidavit  re- 
S|iecting  the  character  ofCapt.  John.  Cock,     fifO 

Read  in  Committee  of  Safet)  ,  -  -  -      8'.'0 

Petition   of  the   Inhabitants  of  Yonkers,  in 

favour  of  John  Cook,    -  -  -  -     716 

Cornmitlee  of  Safety  determine  him  dis(iuali- 

fied  to  hold  a  commission,      -  -  -      9()-2 

Persons  warned  not  to  go  to  the  Foi'l  build- 
ing in  the  Higlilands,  without  a  certificate,     826 

Godfrey  Haines  sent  to  Committee  of  Safety, 

to  be  dealt  with  accoiding  to  his  deserts,     838 

Ordered  to  be  sent  back  to  County  Com- 
mittee,       ------      91(3 

On   reconsideration,  ordered   to  be  confined 

in  Jail  in  New- York  till  fuitlier  order,      -      918 

Militia  Officers,       -         -  -     -'O-^,  691 ,  1 130 

Minute  Officers      -  -  -         -  -    1150 

Aicliolson,  Z?r. 6reori,''t, Committee f>f  Safety  of  New- 
York  write  to  Thomas  Johnson  and  others 
to  know  his  character,  -         -         -         -     >-97 

Answer, 907 

Applies  for  a|)pointment  of  Surgeon  in  the 

Northern  Army,-  -  -"       -  -      910 

Prefers  to  go  as  a  Cadet ;  requests  recom- 
mendatory letters,         -  -  -  -      915 

Rewarded  for  procuring  intelligence  from  the 

Asia,  man-of-war,  and  other  vessels,      918,  ~24 
Non- Exportation — 

Resolve  of  Virginia  Convention  on,    -         -     369 

Merchants   of  Norfolk    remonstrate    against 

the  same,   ------      37''2 

County  of  Northampton  ])etition  against  the 

same,  ------      373 

Proceedings  of  the  Conxcntion  on  the  above 

Remonstrance  and  Peiiiioii,  -  -  -      373 

The  Resolution  disapproved  of  by  Mary- 
land Convention,  -  -  -  -      103 

Rescinded  and  repealed,  -  -  -  -     376 

Plain  Observations  of  a  N'irgiiiia  Farmer,     -    1652 

Resolution  of  Contiiienial  Congress,  -  -    1903 

^orth-Carulinn — 

Provincial  Congress,         -      1-1-212,1087-1094 
Craven  County.      Proceedings  of  the  Newbern 
Coinmittee  on  Goveniour  Mnrtin's  Letter 
on  arming  Slaves,  -  -  -  -  8 

On  the  Governour's  conduct  at  Fort  John- 
ston,   40 

Publish    intercepted    Letters   of  Governour 

Martin,       ------        75 

Proceedings  on  Non- Associators,        -  -      100 

On  Governour  Martin's  Proclamation,  -      443 

Northampton  County.    Proceeding  on  violators 

of  the  Association,        -  -  -  -        40 

Tryon  County.     Association,         -  -  -        99 

North,  Lord,  to  his  fi  lends,  soliciting  their  attend- 
ance in  Parliament,      -         -  -  -     685 
Nova-Scotia,  Expedition  proposed  against,    -  -        90 

Gen.  Washington's  opinion  of  the  same,    90,  1184 

Address  to  Parliament,     -  -  -  -     619 

Remarks  on  the  same,      -  -  -  -     7bO 

Message   from   the  Governour  to  the  House 

of  Assembly ,  and  Reply,        -  -  -    1127 

Aaron  Willard  and  Moses  Child  appointed 
to  ascertain  the  disposition  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants, &ic., 1665 
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Order  in  Council,  prohibiting  tiie  expoilation  or  car- 
rying coasnvise  Gunpowder,  or  anv  sort  of 
Arms  or  Ammunition,       241,  Sl'i,  1199,  1630 
Exportation  of  same  to  Ireland  permitted,    -   1200 
To  Afiica  permitted,        -         -         -         -   1369 
Orders,  by  General  Washington,    33,  247,  663,  768,  855, 
963, 1153, 1256, 1404, 1533, 1612,  1699,  1721 
Paper,  scarcity  of,  with  General  Sciiuyler,     -       135,  443 
At  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,    -  -  -    1110 

At  Pownalborough,  Massachusetts,     -  -    11-5 

Parliament,  attendance  of  Members  solicited,  -     685 

Of  Ireland,   proceedings  on   an    Address  to 

His  Majesty,       -         -         -         -     995-1004 
PeaboJy,  Samuel,  Letter  to  New-Hampshire  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  on  being  elected  Chap- 
lain,   138 

Penn,  Richard,  and  Arthur  Lee,  Agents  at  Lon- 
don, to  Lord  Dartmouth,  enclosing  Peti- 
tion from  Continental  Congress,  and  Lord 
Dartmoutli's  Reply,      -  -  -  -      255 

Letter  from  Edmund  Burke,      -  -  -     255 

To  Continental  Congress,  -  -  -     627 

To  Pennsylvania  Assembly,      -  -  -   1792 

To  New-Jersey  Assembl\',  -  -  -  1^51 
From  Continental  Congress,      -  -  -   1936 

Peansijlvania — 

Address  to  the  Peo|)Ie,  on  the  importance  of 

discretion  in  choice  of  Representatives,  -  701 
Instructions  to  the  Delegates  in  Congress,  1408 
Remarks  on  the  same,      -  1408-1413,1793 

A-^semblv,      -  -         -     871-878,  1763-1810 

Committee  of  Safety,  495-514,  857-72,  1181-50 
To  General  Washington,  relative  to   Major 

Fiench  and  other  Prisoners,  -         -     148 

To  New- York  Congress,  on  same,  -  -  149 
To  same,  relative  to  Powder,  170,  219,  436,  450 
PioceediuL's  on  Isaac   Hinit   and   Dr.  John 

Kearsley,  Tories,  -         -         -         -     170 

Committee  for  the  ensuing  year,  -  -    lt'23 

Bucks  County.    Committee  diiect  list  of  Offi- 
cers and  Associators  and  Non-Associatojs 
to  be  made  out,  -         -         -         -         -       20 
Receive  Recantation  of  Thomas  Smith,     -     690 
Chester  County.    Proceedings  of  Committee  on 
a  charge  of  aiming  for  Independency, 
Resolves  on  selling  Goods  at  high  prices,     - 
Confession  of  Robert  Ferguson, 
Committee  of  Correspondence  appointed,  - 
Philadelphia   County.     Proceedings  of  Com- 
mittee on  certain  violators  of  the  Conti- 
nental Association,        -  -  -  . 
New   Committee  chosen  and   arranged  into 
District  Committees,     -          -          .          - 
Order  list  of  Associators  and  Non-Associa- 
tors  to  be  made  out,      -          -          .          - 
Resolution   of  Committee    to    pre\ent    the 
waste  of  Powder,  and  on  the  jirice  of  Salt, 
Resolutions  for  the  better  carrying  into  exe- 
cution the  Continental  Association, 
Proceedings  on  application  for  loading  Ves- 
sels with  Provisions,      -          -          -  - 
On  persons  refusing  Continental  Bills, 
York  County.     Coratnittee  forbid    the   killing 
of  Sheep  under  four  years  old, 
Call  for  meeting  to  elect  new  ComnViitce,    - 
County  Committee  and  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence chosen,      -          -          .  - 
Perin'ox,  to  the  King,  proceedings  on  in  New -Jersey 

Assembly.^           -           -          1?57, '64, '71,  '74 
Of  Continental  Congress,         -         -      255,  940, 
627,  1792,  1851,  1936 
Pikes,    Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety  recom- 
mend the  use  of,           -         .         -         .     510 
Pilots,  Proceedings  in  Pennsylvania  Committee  of 
Safety,  to  prevent  belnL'  taken  by  British 
Men  of  War,       -         -^         -  862, '64,  "65, '67 
New- York  the  same,        .          -          -          .    i;304 
Oath  administered  to,        -          -          -          -    1825 
Rules  and  Regulations  for,         -          -          -   1837 
John  Saunders  confined  in  J,:ll.           -          -   1810 
Reka.ed, 1817 
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Committee    of  Supplies    at   Watertown   to 

General  Washington  relative  to,     -  -   5, 

State  of,  in  General  Sullivan's  Department, 
General   Schuyler  to  Continental   Congress, 
earnestly   entreating   that   a   supply   may 
soon  be  sent  him,  .... 

General  Schuyler  to  Governour  Trumbull, 
Samuel  Mott  to  Governour  Trumbidl, 
Directed,  by  the  Pennsylvania  Committee  of 
Safety,  to  be  sent  to  General  Schuyler,    - 
General  Washington  informs  the  Continental 

Congress  of  an  alarming  deficiency  of. 
Scarcity  of,  consideied  in  Council  of  War, 
Southold  (New- York)  Committee  request  a 

supply  of, 

Scarcity  of,  in  Tryon  County,  New- York, 
Maryland  Convention  encourage  the  impor- 
tation of,     -----         - 

Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety  the  same, 
Rhode-Island  the  same,    -  -  -  - 

Manufacture  of,  encouraged  in  Maryland,     - 
In  North-Carolina,  -         .         -         . 

Massachusetts,  -  -  -  -  -    1 

General  Washington  urges  a  supply  fiom  the 

Governour  of  Connecticut,    -  -         37, 

From  the  Governour  of  Rhode-Island,        36, 
From    the   Committee  of   Safely   of  New- 
Hampshire,  -         ...         - 
(See  Bermuda,  and  IVtst-Indies.) 
Exportation  of  to  the  Colonies  prohibited  by 
tl'.e   States   General    of  the    L'nited   Pro- 
vinces,        .----- 

Edict  by  the  King  of  Denmark,  forbidding 
the  exportation  of,         -  .  -  . 

Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety  to  New- 
York   Congress.      When   a  fresh  supply 
arrives,  will  readily  spare  them  a  jiari, 
Exporlaiion  of  from  Great  Britain  pi-ohlbited, 

by  order  In  Council,      -    241,  812,  1199,  1 
Small  quantity  permitted   to  be  exported  to 

Ireland, 1 

General  \Vashington    unable  to  take  advan- 
tage of  his  situation  for  want  of. 
General   Wa-hington,  hearing  of  the  arrival 
of  a   supply  at  New-Vork,  requests  llielr 
immediate  assistance,    -  .  -  . 

Answer,  ------ 

Quantity  arrived  at   Norwicli — John  Brown 
to  General  Washington,  relative  to  tlie  dis- 
posal of,      -         -         -         -         -         -   I 

Answer,  -  -  -  -  -  -   1 

Additional  Answer,  -  -  -  -    I 

General  Washington  requests  a  supply  fiom 
the  Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety,   - 
Two  tons  sent  in  answer  to  the  above  appli- 
cation,        ------ 

Scarcity  of,  in  New-Hampshire, 
Proceedings  of  Massachusetts  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, relative  to  supplying  General 
Washington  with,  -  -  -      307, 

On  re|ilacing  the  same,     -  -  -  - 

Resolution  of  Massachusetts  House  of  Re- 
presentatives to  prevent  the  waste  of, 
Same  by  Philadelphia  Committee, 
Supply  granted  to  the  Associators  of  New- 
Jersey,    by    Pennsylvania   Committee   of 
Safety,        ------ 

New-York    ask   supply    from    Pennsylvania 

Committee  of  Safety,    - 
Answer,  ------ 

Answer  read  in  Congress,  -         -         - 

Supply  ordered  to  be  sent  to  General  Schuy- 
ler from  the  .Mill,  at  Rhlnebeck,     - 
New- York  Congress  request  the  speedy  re- 
turn of  a  (|uantity  loaned  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,      -  -  .  .  . 
Contract  for  the   importation  of,   read    and 

a|)proved  in  New- York  Congress,  - 
Distribution  of  in  .New- York,    - 
L'r^'ent  want  of  in  South-Carolina. 


i:;7 
3s 

156 
912 

219 

630 
200 

214 


859 
263 


324 
363 


325 

641 


1999 

Powder- 


1^DEX. 


200O 
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PmceedinRS  on  the  same  in  llie  Connecticut 

Committee  of  Safety,    -  -  -  -111 

General  Washington  to  Goveinour  Trum- 
bull, urj;ing  that  all  tiiat  can  be  spared  be 
immediately  sent  to  Camp,    -  -  -     083 

Committee  appointed  by  Continental  Con- 
gress, to  contract  for  the  imporlation  ol 
five  hundred  tons,  -  -  -  -   188"2 

Permit  of  General  Washington  to  import  from 

the  West-Indies,  ...  -     741 

General  Schuyler  to  I\e\v-York  Congress, 
urgently   requesting   a  supply   ol   at   least 

five  tons, S41 

Answer;  fourteen  hundred  pounds  ordered  to 

be  forwarded  with  all  possible  despatch,  -   1273 
Kfvv-Yoik  Congress  to  Governour  Trumbull, 
requesting  him  to  gi\e  all   the   aid   in   his 
power,        ------   1272 

Answer  of  Governour  Trumbull ;  in  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  allaiis  not  able  to  lend  any 

aid, 1051 

Same   read   and    forwarded    to    Continental 
Congress,    ------ 

To  R."R.  Livingston,   praying   him   to  for- 
ward all  at  the  Mill  at  Rhiuebeck,  - 
Answer  of  R.  R.  Livingston,     - 
Reply  of  Congress,  -  -  -  . 

To  Conunitiee  of  Albany   requesting  their 
assistance  in  forwarding,         -  -  - 

To  Continental  Congress,   praying  that  the 
quantity  sent  to  General  Schuyler  may  be 
replaced  immediately,   -  -  -  - 

One  ton  loaned  by  Pennsylvania  Committee 

of  Safety  to  Continental  Congress,  - 
Answer  of  Continental   Congress;   one  ton 
sent  to  New-York,        -         .         -         - 
Continental   Congress  order  the  same  to  be 

forwarded  to  General  Schuyler, 
Answer  of  New-York  Congress  to  the  above,   1091: 
Continental  Congress  reconnnend  to  piocure 
fiom  the  West-Indies,  -  -  -  - 

Proceedings  of  New-York  Congress  on  the 
above,  ------ 

Pennsylvania   Committee  of  Safety  on   the 
same,  ------ 

Cumberland  County,  New-Jersey,  apply  to 

Continental  Congress  for, 
Leave  granted  to  be  purcliased  at  Yorktown, 
Pennsylvania,  for  the  use  of  ihe  new  Set- 
tlement in  Virginia,  on  Kentucky,  - 
State  of  the  account  of,  between  l-'L-misylva- 
nia  ConiiuUtee  and  the  Couluiunlal  Con- 
gress, .  -  -  .  .       bG5,  8G7 
Pennsylvania    Connnittee   of  Safety  advise 

the  erection  of  Magazines,     -  -  -     869 

Vessel  ordered  to  be  despatched  from  New- 
York  to  purchase,         ...         -     606 
Pioposal  to  obtain  a  large  quantity  from  Mar- 

tinico, 944 

Proposal  to  obtain  from  Uispaniola,   -  -    1270 
Extreme   want  of,  in  the  Army  before  Bos- 
ton,   956,  1055,  1196 

New-Jersey  Congress  recjuest  of  Continen- 
tal Congress  funds  to  enable  them  to  pro- 
cure, .--.-.    1051 
Lord  Dunmore  attemi)ts  to  seize,  in  Virginia,    1067 
General  Schuyler  fears  the  want  of  will  be 
fatal  to  his  operations,  .  .  -  - 
Supply  obtained  from  Fort  Chambly,      1132 
Chester  County  (Pennsylvania)  Committee 
on  collecting,       ----- 
New-Hampshire    Delegates   in    Continental 
Congress  to  the  Committee  of  Salety  on 
scarcity  of,            .          .          -          .  . 
Articles  of  Agreement  between  Gen.  \\  ash- 
ington  and  John  Fisk,  .... 
New- York  Congress  order  Boat  to  be  load- 
ed with  Flour,  and  sent  for,  ...   1.31 
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Pou'dtr— 

Application   from  Head-Quarters  for  supply 

lor  Penobscot  Indians,  -  .  -  -    11-J9 

Arrival  of,  in  Virginia,  from  St.  Eusiatia,     -   1512 
General  Washington  sends  for  a  sujiply  to 

Ticonderoga,  and  other  places,        -  1568,  15<J9 
Proposition  made  to  General  Washington  to 
procure,  under  the  auspices  of  the  French 
and  Spanish  Ministers,  -  -  -   1619 

Continental  Congress  direct  to  be  brought 

away  from  Island  of  Providence,      -  -    1935 

Prisoners — 

Maiines,  orders  for  the  disposition  of,  -       71 

Taken  at  St.  John's,  Albany  Committee  on 

supplying  with  Provisions,     -  -  -       81 

Complain  of  want  of  Provisions,  -  -        81 

Proceedings  in  New- York  Congress,  -   12-^5 

Taken  at  Machias,  disposition  of,        -  -        9U 

Taken  at  Cape  Anne,  list  of,    -         -         -       91 
Major  French  and  others,  (See  French.) 
Sheriir  White  and  others,  (See  White.) 
Correspondence  between  General  Washing- 
ton and  General  Gage,  on  treatment  of,  -     245 
General  Gage's  treatment  of,      -  -     328,  639 

'laken  at  Cape  Anne  Harbour,  -  -     668 

Connecticut  Committee  of  Safety  agree  to 

receive  from  Massachusetts,    -  -  -     (i72 

List  of,  in   Boston  Jail,  and  who  had   died 

there,  -         -         -         -         -         -712 

Taken  near  St.  John's,     -  -  -  -     810 

Lieut.  Rowley  Godfrey  ;   his  parole  given  to 

Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety, 
Major  George  Ethrington  ;  the  same, 
Major  Rogers,  (See  Rogers.) 
Captain  William  Kelly,    -  .  -  - 

Provision  made  for,  in  Connecticut,    - 
Taken  on   board  Transport   run   ashore  on 
Briuantine  Beach,  New-Jerse\',  1073, 

Taken  at  Fort  Chambly, 
Connecticut  Committee  of  Safety  to  Com- 
mittee of  Hartford,  relative  to  disposition 
of  the  same,  ----- 

General   Montgomery  to  General  Carleton, 

on  treatment  of,    - 
Proceedings  in  New- York  Congress,  - 
General   Schuyler  to  Governour  Trumbull, 
enclosing  names  of,  to  go  to  Connecticut, 
James  Otis  to  General  Washington,    - 
Answer  of  General  Washington, 
Edward  Mott  to  Governour  Trumbull, 
Sheriffs  in   Essex  and  other  Counties,  Mas- 
sachusetts, ordered  to  make  full  returns  of,   1554 
R.  H.  Harrison  to  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Northampton,  reijuesting  respectful  treat- 
ment for  British  Olficers,        -  -  -1.569 
Letter  from  Othcer  taken  at  Chambly,  testi- 
fying to  the  kmd  treatment  he  received,  -   1608 
Taken   at  Chambly  and  St.  John's,  Resolu- 
tions of  Continental  Congress  on  the  dis- 
position of,  -          -          -          -          -  -   1921 

Proclamations — 

By  Governour  Martin,       -         -         -         -       61 

North-Carolina  Congress  order  the  same  to 

be  burnt  by  the  common  hangman,  -      189 

By  the  States  General  of  the  L^nited   Pro- 
vinces, prohibiting  the  exportation  of  Arms 
and  Ammuniiion  to  the  English  Colonie";,      156 
By  the  King,  for  the  suppression  of  Rebel- 
lion anfl  Sedition,  .  -  .  -     240 

Monitor,  No.  2, 1564 

Report  in  Continental  Congress,  -  -    1943 

By  the  King,  further  proroguing  Parliament,     648 
By  Governour  Try  on,  further  proroguing  the 

Assembly  of  New-York,        -     640,  638,  1004 
By  Governour  Tonyn,  Florida,  -  -     705 

By  Gov.  Wentworth,  further  proroguing  the 

Asseml)ly  of  New-Hampshire,         -  -     771 

By  General  Howe,  -  -  -  -  1246,  1379 

Bv  Jjord  Dunmore,  .  -  .  .   1385 

By  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  Publick  Thanks- 
giving, .....  1351,  1501 
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Provisioiis — 

General  Schuyler  scantily  supjilied  will),  17,  19 
Supply  obtained,  -----  50 
INevv-Yoik  Congress  retjuest   permission   to 

import  from  Connecticut,        -  -  -       4(3 

Order  on,  in  Connecticut  Committee  of  Safety,  267 
Answer  of  Governoiir  Trumbull,         -  -     22'l 

Guard  appointed  to  attend  it  upon  its  arrival,     878 
Scarboroujjii,  man-of-war,  supplied  with,  by 
Committee  of  Portsmouth,   INeu-Hamp- 

shire, 59 

Further  communication  with  the  Scarborouj^h 
prohibited,  ------       91 

Certain    Merchants   in    Providence    request 

leave  to  import,    -----     224 

Newport     (Rhode-Island)    Committee    ask 

leave  to  import,  from  JVew-York,    -  -   1036 

Order  of  Congress,  -----   1297 

Embargo  on,  by  Connecticut,  continued,  -  269 
Distressed  situation  of  Bristol   fur  want  of, 

(i\ote,) 287 

Same  of  Goldsborough   and   oilier  Towns, 

(i\ote,) 332 

Supply  directed  to  be  sent  to  Lincoln  Coun- 
ty, -Massachusetts,         .  -  -  -     309 
Asia,  man-of-war,  supplied  with,  by  order  ol 

New- York  Congress,    -  -  -      465,  561 

Army  before  Boston  in  danger  of  being  dis- 
banded, for  want  of,      -         -         -         -     779 

Cargo   of  Flour    captured,   and   correspon- 
dence relative  to  the  same,    -  -  -     966 
Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Hampshiie  to 

Delegates  in  ("ongress,  on  the  same,        -    1049 
Proceeifings  of  Providence   (Rhode-island) 
Committee  to  cut  off  Supplies  from   the 
enemy,        ------     974 

Rehoboth    (Massachusetts)   Conmiittee   the 

Hanover  County  (Virginia)  Commiitee  the 

same,  -  -  -  -  -  -    1401 

Inhabitants  of  Nantucket   )iray  for  leave  to 

export,  from  New- York,        -  -  -   1015 

Proceedings  on  the  above  in  Congress,         -   1275 

Embaruo   laid   on    ihe  expuitalion  ol,  out  of 

Connecticut,         .  -  .  .  -    1018 

Exportation  from  Connecticut  to  Massachu- 
setts permitted,    -----    1025 

New-York  Congress  to  Continental  Con- 
gress, relative  to  exportation  of,      -  -    1052 

Scarcity  of,  in  Nova-Scotia,        -  -  -    11 27 

J'litnaia,  Major-Gaicral,   conduct  of,  at    Dunkei's 

Hdl, 84 

({naltrs.  in  Anns,     -----      436,  959 

Directed  l)y  Ncu-YoiK  Coiinuitiie  of  Safe- 
ty to  make  out  a  liM  ol  all  ihe  Males  be- 
longing to  their  Sueiel}-.  from  liie  age  of 
sixteen  to  sixty,  -----     883 

Memorial,  staling  their  reasons  liir  declining 

the  same,   ------      707 

Read,  and  reserved  for  the  consideralioii  of 
the  Congress,      -----     s<;(; 


Address  to  the  Peinwjlvania  Assendjly, 

177-! 

Henionslraiices  agiinisi  the  san.e,         -   1781- 

17o7 

QiiartermiisUr-anunil  lo  liie  Army  at  Cambridge, 

Thomas  Miiilln  appointed,     -          -          - 

-,'50 

(■^iicUrk.  (See  Aniol.l.) 

(^iiincy,  Josiah,  U>  Gcnc^ial  \Va'-liini;ton,  on  blwck- 

inu'  up  the  li.nb.nn-  of   Bo-lon, 

1  js;-. 

Washington's  iieoly,         ...           - 

i:!5-^ 

l{(iniliilji!i,    E'hi/iniil,    appuiiiied     Aid -(le-Caiiip    to 

General  Washington,    -          -          -          - 

25 1 

General  Washington's  opinion  of. 

45.1 

Secretary:  To  Commiitee  of  Aiundcl, 

1  255 

To  Epinalui  B.iwen,          .          -           -          - 

1 265 

Leaves  Camp,  in  conseciuence  of  his  uncle's 

death,           ------ 

1 405 

llanJiilph,   Ft'i/ton,   appointed    Delegate   to   Conti- 

nental Congress,             -           -           -           - 

.379 

Retires  horn  the  t't)nvention,     - 

384 

Sudden  death,          ----- 

1138 

Resolutions  in  Continental  Congress, 

lbi!V> 

Recantation ,  of — 

William  Boltwood,  Massachusetts,      -          -  145 

Thomas  Cowden,       do.          do.          -          -  322 

Dr.  Nahum  Willard,  do.         do.         -         -  462 

David  Parker,             do.          do.          -          -  1198 

Samuel  Holly,         Connecticut,         -         -  682 

William  Wheten,       do.          do.          -          -  692 

Luke  Raymond,  and  others,    do.          -          -  718 

Tyler  Dibbler,                          do.          -          -  812 

Lemuel  Bower,                       do.         -         -  955 

James  Hayi,                              do.          -          -  1255 

Judge  Fowler,            New-York,          -          -  1708 

Nathaniel  Underbill,  do.          do.          -          -  1708 

Thomas  Meredith,  l^ennsylvania,        -          -  2'J 

John  Bergum,             do.          do.          -          -  133 

Thomas  Smith,           do.          do.          -          -  6I-.'0 

Robert  Ferguson,       do.          do.          -          -  1145 

Rev.  Morgan  Edwards,  Delaware,       -         -  56 

Hugh  Cahoon,                          do.          -          -  218 

Daniel  Varnum,                        do.          -          -  1072 

Patrick  Giaham,             Maryland,      -         -  119 

John  Baillie,                             do.          -          -  IVO 

Thomas  Anderson,          Virginia,         -          -  644 

Christopher  McConnico,         do.          -          -  1623 

John  Coulson,             North-Carolina,            -  186 

Records,  FiMick — 

New- York  Congress  to  Samuel  Bayard  and 
Augustus  Van  Corllaiult,  relative  to  pre- 
servation of,  -  -  -  -  -  580 
Answer  of  Mr.  Van  Cortlandl,  -  644,  880 
Answer  of  Samuel  Bayard,  -  652,  882,  1286 
Maryland  Council  of  Safety,  -  -  -1117 
South-Carolina,        -----  it,'ja 

Recruits,  Major  Boyle  Roche's  mode  of  raising,     -  147 

Remarks  on  the  same,      -          -          -          .  li,53 

Reed,  Colonel  Joseph,  Secretary  of  Gen.  Washing- 
ton, to  Pennsylvania  Commiitee  of  Safety,  263 
To   Benjamin    Lincoln,   on    accounting    lor 

Powder,      ------  667 

To  Nathaniel  Tracy,  on   filling  out  Trans- 
ports,          ------  (557 

To  Colonel  Arnold,           -          -          -          -  947 

To  James  Otis,  on  disposal  of  Prisoners,      -  984 

To  Massachusetts  Court,            -          -          -  937 

To  Committee  of  Salem  and  Gloucester,     -  947 

To  Simon  Pease,    -----  9;;7 

To  Colonel  Glover,           -          -          -          -  94b 

To   Colonel  Glover  and    Sicplien    Movlan,  1016, 


1037 


1075,  1084,  1109,  1126,  1182,  1256 


-  1037,  1109 
1056,  1085,  1125 

-  10S3 

-  1147 
1  105,  1618,  1702 

-  225-23  i 


1126 

1036 
1297 
1554 


To  Captain  Broughlon, 
To  Ephraim  Bowcn, 
To  Wllliaui  Watson, 
To  the  Selectmen  of  Boston, 
From  General  Washington, 
Rhcdc-hkni,l— 
Assembly, 

An  Act  lor  punishing  persons  guilt)  of  traitor- 
ous Coiiesnuiidrnc,-,      -  -  -  -     1376 
Bri^tul.    Fn.  .1  upon,  by  Captain  Wallace,  9?0,  1108 
R:  ipieskd    to   sjpply    (Japtain    i^owen  wnh 

JScn-jmit.  R.  ijiiest  Flour  may  be  imported  from 
l\ew-V(nk,  -  .  -  .  . 

Order  on,  in  Congress,      -  -  -  . 

Truce  with  Captain  ^V,:llace,  - 
Non/i-Kiin';s!oii.  Stephen  Boyer  tit-clartd  an 
enemy  to  America,  for  suppljing  the  ene- 
my with  I'roviM.jns,  -  -  - 
Pruridi  iici.  I'roceedings  of  Town  Meeting  on 
means  of  defence,  and  punishment  of  Tory 
Pilots 

Rules  for  regulating  the  Battery,  and  proposi- 
tion for  the  gradual  abolition  of  Slavery,  - 

Exporlation  of  Fhix-Secd  prohibited. 

Protest  against  ilie  saiue. 

County  Committee  forewarn  ;dl  persons 
against  selling  Goods  at  an  extrai'agant 
|irice,  .  -  -  -  . 

Proceetiings  to  picvent  the  enemy  I'lom 
being  supplied  with   Provisions, 

On  preventing  the  selling  of  Tea, 


983 


47 

452 
661 
662 


-  662 
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Riitenhnusc,  David,  appointecl   EnLnneer  to  Penn- 
sylvania Coniniitlee  of  Safety,        -  -   1S2S 
Rodnei/,  Qesar,  Letter  to  Capiain  Tliomas  Rodney, 
relative    to    intercepled    Letters   of    Dr. 
Kearsley,  --"'".'      ^^^ 
Ro"-crs,  Major  Robert,  half-pay  oflicer  in  the  Bri- 
tish  Army,  Pennsylvania    Committee   of 
Safety  direct  to  he  taken  prisoner,             -      865 
Appears  before  the  Board,  and  gives  his  word 

of  honour  to  appear  again  to-morrow,       -     865 
Continental  Congress  reconnnend  to  be  dis- 
charged on  certain  conditions,         -  -     866 
Discharged  on  parole,       .          -          -          -     866 
Appears    before    New- York    Committee  of 

Safety ;  Certificate  lost,  -  -  -  913 
Certificate  received  from  Philadelphia,  -  1271 
Oifers  his  services  to  General  Cage,  -   1674 

Roma7is,  Bcrnunl,  applies  for   his  Commission,  as 

Colonel, 1-285 

(See  Highlands.) 
Ramsey,  Captain   I'hineas,   Proceedings  of   Corn- 
wall (New- York)  Committee  on,  -     459 
Petition  in  favour  of,        .          -          -  -     6:28 
St.  Clair,  Arthur,  Letter  to  Governour  Penn,  on 
the  |)ossession  of  the  Fort  at  Pitlsbin-gh  by 

the   Indiuns,         , 717 

St.  John's — 

Preparations  for  defence,  12,  13,  26,  136,  434,  468 
Gen.  Schuyler  prepares  to  attack,  11,  17,  19,  141 
Gen.  Schuyler  intends  soon  to  attack,  242, 433, 434 
Troops  embark  for  Isle-Anx-Noix,     -  -     467 

Approach  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of,  and 

retreat, 669,  672 

Gen.  Montgomery  encamps  near  the  Fort,  797 
Besieged,  -  -  -  841,952,1065,1095 
Chambly  taken,  -  -  1 124, '32, '95,  1207 
Governour  Cailelon   and  Colonel   iMaclean 

preparing  for  its  relief,  -         -      1185,  '87 

Account  of  attack,  published  in  the  London 

Gazelle, 798 

Surrender,      -  -         1208,  1342,  '43,  '44,  '92 

Order  of  General  Washington  on   receiving 

news  of  surrender,        ...         -   1613 
Salt,  IManufactme  of,  encouraged  in  Maryland,        -      116 
In  North-Carolina,  -         -         -         -         -     211 
liesolution  of  Continental  Congress  to  en- 
courage the  importation  of,    -  -  -   1963 
Saltpetre — 

Tobacco  used  for  making,  -  372,  1102,  1253 

Manufacture  of,  encouraged  in  Rhode-Island,     232 

In  New-Jersey, 1233 

In  Virginia, 1102 

In  North-Carolina, 209 

In  Maryland,  -         -         -     116,446,1117 

Massachusetts,     -     359,  1456,  1491,  1493,  1504 
Large  quantities  discovered  in  i\lassachusetts,     994 
Large  c|uanlities  obtaineil  in  Maryland,        -    12-53 
Report  to  New- York  Congress,  -         -     528 

Benjamin  Baker  on  manufacturing,    -   1271,1280 
His  proposals  not  accepted,       -         -         -   1317 
Continental  Congress  recommend  to  be  pro- 
cured from  the  West-Indies,  -         -   1901 
Proceedings  on    the    above,  in    New- York 

Congress,  -  -  -  -  -  -   1315 

In  Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safely,  -    1830 

Continental  Congress  recommend  the  manu- 
facture of,  to  all  the  Colonies,  -  -    1916 
Same  read  in  Pennsylvania  Assembly,  -    1793 
Pelilion  to   Pennsylvania   Assembly  on  the 

manufacture  of,  -  .  .  .    17(;7 

Coimnittee  of  Inc^uiry,      -  -  -  .    1768 

Report,  --'-...    i7(),i 

Saijrt,  Rev.  John,  his  reasons  for  declining  to  sign 

the  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  Association,    -      1 13 
Sai/rc,  Stephen,  committed   to  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, on  a  charge  of  High  Treason,  -    1 1  12 
Discharged,   ------    1 144 

Srammcl,  Alexander,  appointed   to  do  the  duty  of 

Brigade  Major,    -----      o.'jO 

Commissioned,         -----    ]  ss;{ 

Letter  to  General  Sullivan,        -  -  -    1173 


Schuyler,  Major  General  Philip — 

Letters  to  Governour  Trumbull,  17,97,  135,  469, 

751,  1033,  1054,  1426,  1603 

To  General  Washington,  50,  442,  467,  751,  808, 

1035,  1066,  1195,  1373,  1395,  1602,  1692 

To  New- York  Congress,    -     141,177,212,243, 

841,  1195 

To  Continental  Congress,   11,  48,  669-672,  738- 

744,  839,  796,  826,  951-955,  1065,  109.3-'99, 

1124, 1130, 1392,  1520-1529, 1595-1602,  '17 

To  Benjamin  Franklin,    -         -         -         -     242 

To  R.  H.  Lee, 1108 

Scotland,  emigration  from,  to  America,  prohibited,  655,  77G 
Sears,  Captain  Isaac,  Enters  New- York  at  the  head 
of  a  Troop  of  Horse,  and  destroys  Riving- 

ton's  Office, 1707 

Cited  to  appear  before  the  New-York  Com- 
mittee, to  answer  for  the  same,       -         -  1626 
Secrecy,  Oath  of.  Proceedings  on,  in  New-York  Con- 
gress,   .547 

In  Continental  Congress,  -  -  -    1915 

Sclman,  Captain  John,  Schooner  Franklin,  Instruc- 
tions to,      -----         -   1076 

(See  Broughton.) 
Sheep,  Resolution  respecting  killing  of,  in  Maryland,     117 
In  Pennsylvania,      -----     2.35 

Shirreff,  C,  St.  Augustine,  to  William  Shirreff,     -     783 
To  General  Robertson,     -         -         -         -     788 

Slaves,  Governour  Martin's  Letter  on  arming,          -  8 
Concealed  in  Fort  Johnston,  North-Carolina,       40 
Hanged  and  burned  in  Charlestown,  South- 
Carolina,     180 

Report  that  the  Ministry  intend  setting  free,  256 
Carried  off  by  Lord  Dunmore,  -  -  -  373 
An  Act  for  the  gradual  abolition  of,  proposed 

in  Providence  Town  Meeting,  -  -  45.3 
Recaptured  at  New-London,  Connecticut,  -  673 
Excluded  from  the  American  Army,  -   1161 

Incited  to  Insurrection,      -  -  -1011,1190 

Declared  free  by  Lord  Dunmore,  -  -  1385 
Attempts  to  suppress  traflkk  in,  -         -   1387 

Smith,  Lieutenant  Charles,  Deserter,  advertisement 

for  the  apprehension  of,  -  -  -       20 

Small  For,  Proceedings  in  Massachusetts  House  of 
Representatives  on  preventing  the  spread 

of,      - 279,  14.54 

Application  to  New- York  Congress  for  per- 
mission to  inoculate  for,  refused,      -         -     916 
South-  Carolina — 

Intrigues  of  British  Officers  in,  -         -      180,  621 
State  of  affairs  in,    -         -         -       214,2.58,621 
Declaration  by  the  Provincial  Congress,      -   1606 
Preservation  of  Publick  Records,        -          -   1608 
Committee  of  Safety  to  W.  H.  Drayton,  754,  819 
Preparations  for  defence  of  Charlestown,     -      180 
Attack  expected,     -----     754 
Committee  to  Governour  Campbell,   -         -     846 
Affidavit  of  Moses  Cotter  on  seizure  of  Pow- 
der by  Patrick  Cunningham,           -         -   1339 
Sjnrituous  Liquors,  New-Hampshire  Congress  dis- 
countenance the  extravagant  use  of,          -     520 
Sjiy,  su|)posed,  from  Boston,  sent  to  General  Wash- 
ington,         1402 

Suimp  Act,  oppressive  effects  of,  iu  Ireland,  -     619 

Slates  General  of  the  United   Prorincrs,    Prohibit 
the  exportation  of  Arms  and  Annuunition 
to  the  English  Colonies,         -         -         -      156 
Stephens,  Francis,  Ordnance  Store  Keeper,  Letter 

to  General  Gage,  -  .  -         0(5^  557 

To  George  Wiay, 221 

Stirling,    Lord,   Correspondence    with    liovernour 

Franklin, 656-659 

Same  laid  on  the  table  in  Provincial  Congress,  1213 
Suspended  from  the  Council   by  Governour 

Franklin, 187-2 

Appointed  by  Congress  Colonel  of  First  Bat- 
talion, New-Jer'-ey,       -  -  -  -    1911 
Orders  to  the  two  Battalions  to  march  to  the 

Hiudilands, 1623 

To  Hendrick  Fisher,  to  procme  Arms  -  1691 
Li'lter  from  Jo!m  McKesson,     .  .  -    1719 
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Utomngton,  attack  on,        -         -        461,4*0,471,472 

Troops  stationed  at,  ...         -     G73 

Stringer,  Samuel,  appointed  Director  ol  the  Hospi- 
tal for  the  Northern  Army,    -         -    443,  1880 
Stro7ig,  Jedediah,  Letters  to  Governour  Trumbull, 

on  scarcity  ol  Tow  Cloth,      -  -      225,  454 

Sullivan,  Brigadier- Genera  I  John,  Letters  toGene- 

ral  Washington,   ...  -       15,  1067 

To  New-Hampshire  Committee  of  Safely, 

on  complaints  of  the  Troops,  -      779,948 

Engaged  in  defending  Portsmouth,      -  1209,  1252 

Ordered  to  return  to  Camp,       ...   1255 

Instructions,    ---.--   1396 

Ordered  to  seize  Officers  of  Government  at 

Portsmouth,         .         .         -         -         -  1538 
Susquehannah,  contlicting  claims  of  Settlers  on — 

Letter  from  Connecticut  Delegates  in  Conti- 
nental Congress  to  Zebulon  Butler,  -        10 

Letter  from  Zebulon  Butler,  Westmoreland, 

to  Ellis  Hughes,  -         -         -       221,259 

Arrival  of  a  body  of  three  hiuulred  Men  fiom 

Connecticut,         ...  -      774,  807 

Remarks  of  Govenionr  Trumbull,  relative  to 

the  same,    .-..--  1530 

Pennsylvania  Delegates  directed  to  bring  the 

subject  before  the  Congress,  .  -  -     876 

Memorial  of  a  Committee  of  Northumber- 
land and  Northampton  Counties  to  Penn- 
sylvania Assembly,       ...         -   1770 

Report  of  a  Committee  on  the  above,  -   1777 

Resolves  of  tlie  Assembly,         ...   1780 

Result  of  an  interview  with  Zebulon  Butler,    1799 

Subject  referred  to  the  Delegates  from  i'enn- 

syivania  and  Connecticut,       .  -  -   1892 

Connecticut  Delegates  request  it  may  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  appointed  out  of 
the  otlier  Colonies,        .  .  -  -   1896 

Committee  appointed,       ....   1,^97 

Report,  - 1906 

Congress  request  the  Assemblies  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Conned icut  to  take  the  most 
speedy  and  ellectuai  measures  to  prevent 
hostilities,    --.--.   1D06 

Committee  from  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  inquire  upon  what  information  the 
above  Resolve  is  founded,      -  -  -1911 

Afi'idavits     presented    by    the    Connecticut 

Delegates, 1964-1968 

Congress   recommend    the    parlies   to   cease 

hoslililies,    -  -  -  -  -  -    1956 

Connecticut  requested  not  to   permit  fLUlher 

settlement  of  the  Lands  in  dispute,           -    1959 
Tar  mul  Feathers,     -         -          -       173,174,823,1551 
Tea,  use  of,  forbidden  in  Westchester  County,  New- 
York,  150 

Proceedings    in    Massachusetts   on    persons 

selling, 729,  937 

Letter  from  New- York  Delegates  to  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  -  -  .  -     750 

Destroyed  in  Nova-Scotia,         -  -  -     780 

Proceedings  in  Rhotic- Island  10  prevent  the 

selling  of,  ------      975 

Proceedings    in    Fairfield,   on   James    Ha)l, 

charged  with  having  im|K)ne(l,         -  -    1254 

Petition  of  .lames  Ueady.  piaying  for  satis- 
faction for  a  quantity  taken  lioin  him,       -    1441 

Meinoiials  to  Continental  Congress,   -  -   1896 

Tents,  scarciiy  of,      17,  19,  50,  135,  433.  447,  451,  469, 
7V,sr,  to  be  sii^neil  by  the  Meniliers  of  the  Provincial 

Congress'of  Nonh-Carolina,  -  -      1S7 

Ticonderoga,  condition  of  Troops  at,  46,  48,  50,  51,  434 

General  Schuyler  wishes  to  know  whether 

to  keep  possession  of,   -  -  -  -      177 

Tobacco,  to  be  used  for  making  Saltpetre,      -     372,  1102 

Large  i|nanlities  of  Saltpetre  obtained  from,     1253 
Touijn,  Patrick,  Governour  ol    Florida,  Letters  to 

General  Gage,     -  -  -       703,  745,  K33 

To  Admiral  Giaves,  -  -  -  -      706 

Proclamation,  offering  reward  for  the  appre- 
hension of  the  pei'sons  concerned  in  taking 
Powder  liom  Bnganline  Betsy,       -  -     705 


Tories,  Proceedings  on,  &c. — 

In  New-Hampshire,  ....    12.32 

Massachusetts,  -      91,  247,  462,  824,  937,  1160, 

1125,  1251,  1266,  1511,  1563 

Rhode-Island, 983 

Connecticut,-  -  641,852,941,955,1254 
New-York,  134,  458,737,823,  1305,  1552,  1707 
New-Jersey,  -..---  951 
Pennsylvania,  ....       no,  985 

Maryland, 819 

Virginia,         -         -  939,1138,1191,1193 

South-Carolina,        -  .  -  .      456,  621 

The  Monitor, 1734 

Treason,  Stejihen  Sayre  committed  to  the  Tower  of 

London,  on  a  cliarge  of,  ...    1142 

Trent,  Major  IVillitim,   refutation  of  a  scandalous 

charge  against,    -----    1204 

Trumbull,  Jonathan,  Governom-  of  Connecticut,  Let- 
ters to  General  Washington,  -  57,  70,  87, 
97,  647,  718,  988,  1254 
To  General  Schuyler,         19,  70,  159,  S41,  1545 
To  New-Y'oik  Congress  relative  to  Tents,  -      224 
Answer,          ......      556 

Further  answer,       -----      5(j7 

Re(|uested  to  furnish  an  estimate  of  exjjense 

ol  the  Army  during  the  winter,       -  -     965 

To  Continental  Congress,  -  988,  1082,  1529, 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Gibbson  the  distresses 

of  the  sick  Soldiers  for  want  of  Provisions,   1006 
To  New-York  Congress,  in  answer  to  an  ap- 
plication for  Powder,  (See  Powder,)        -    1051 
Complaint  of  sick  Troops  from  St.  John's,  -    1068 
Lettei-  from  J.  Y'oung,  requesting  instructions 

relative  to  the  Sick,      -  -  .  -    1074 

Directed  by  Gen.  Washington  to  seize  Offi- 
cers of  Government,     -  -  -  -    1538 

Report  of  Jedediah   Elderkin,  on  foitifying 
New-London,      -----   1560 

Trumbull,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  Deputy  Paymaster  General, 

Letter  from  New-Y'ork  Congiess,  -         -     565 
Answer,  -.-.-.     450 

Read  in  Congress,   -  -  -  -      565 

Recommended   by   Governour  Trumbull   to 

General  Schuyler,         -  -  -  -      842 

Trumbull,  Josejjh,  Commissary  General,  Letter  to 

Continental  Congress,  -  -  -  -        14 

To  Eliphalel  Dyer,  on  the  extreme  scarcity 

of  ftloney,  -----      779 

To  Gen.  \Vasliington,  for  a  supply  of  Cash,  1254 
Answer  of  General  Washington,  -  -   1336 

To  same,  on  preparations  for  the  subsistence 

of  the  Army, 1617 

Tnjon,  Jiil/iain,  Governour  of  New- York,  Letter 
from  E.  Fanning  to  New-Y'ork  Congress, 
relative  to  release  of  his  steward,   -  -      262 

Committee  appointed  to  inquire  of  him 
whethei'  General  Gai^e  intends  removing 
to  New-York,      -      '    -  -  -  -      540 

Guard  strengthened,  -  -  -  .      5r,8 

Proclamations,  -  .  -     640,  8-38,  1263 

Makes   inquiries  about   the   Fortifications  in 

the  Highlands.     .         -  -         .         -     796 

Correspondence  with  the  Mayor,  relative  to 

the  seizure  of  his  person,        -  -  1052-105'l 

Letter  from   Continental   Congress  to  New- 
York  Congress,  in  regaid  to  the  same,     -    1311 
Answer,         '-  -       '  -  -  -  -    13)4 

Tudor,  lliUium,  appointed  Judge  Advocate  of  the 

Cfintinenlal  Army,        -  -  -  -        33 

Represents  to  General  Washington  the  ar- 
duous duties  of  the  otlice,       -  -  -     245 
Remarks  on   the  Rules  and  Articles  for  the 

government  of  the  Continental  Troops,    -    1163 
Tupper,  Major,  Letter  to  General  Gates,  giving  an 

account  of  expedition  to  the  Light-House,        19 
Receives  thanks  of  General  Wasliington  for 

his  conduct  at  the  Light-House,      -  -        31 

Orders    to   seize   two   Vessels    loading  with 

Provisions  for  the  enemy,      -  -  -    1125 

Receives  thanks  of  the  General  for  his  suc- 
cess in  the  enterprise,   -  -  -  -   1198 


2007 

Vamhput,  Captain  George,  Letters  to  tlie  Mayor  of 
New- York,  relative  to  firing  from  Asia, 
inan-of-war,         -  -  -  -  - 

Committee  ap|iointed  to  examine  Witnesses 
and  take  Affidavits,      -  -  -  - 

Eleven  Affidavits  read,  proving  tiuU  the  first 
firing  began  from  the  Asia,  n)an-of-\var,  - 

Committee  on  the  best  mode  of  supplying 
Ship  Asia  with  Provisions,    - 

To  be  supplied  with  Provisions  from  Gover- 
nour's  Island,       .  -  -  -  - 

Further  proceedings  on  the  same. 

Denies  tlie  charge  of  having  fixed  his  own 
price  upon  Provisions,  -  -  -  - 

Captain  Tiley  taken  from  stage  boat  and  car- 
ried on  board  Man-ol-War, 

Committee  permit  Ship  Asia  to  be  supplied 
with  Medicines,  ----- 

William  Becker  confined  in  irons, 
I 'an  Schaick,  Colonel  Goose,  Letter  to  New- York 
Congress,  urging  the  want  of  Arms,  &c., 

Ansvvei',  -...-- 

]'(m  Ckck,  Abraham  11. ,  Proceedings  of  New-Yoik 

Conmiiiiee  un,     -  -  -  -  - 

Confession,     ------ 

I'arnum,  Colonel,  his  re|ily  to  a  complaint  of  neglect 
of  duty,       ------ 

Cssch,  Armed— 

Equipjjed    by    General    Washington,    (See 
Moyhtn,  Broughton,  Cajitures.) 
J'eniiiii/lranla — 

List  of,  for  defence  of  the  Delaware,  - 

IMuster-Master  of  the  Fleet  appointed, 

Paymasterof  the  Fleet  appointed. 

Surgeon  and  Physician  to  the  Fleet,  - 

Military  Stores  for,  -         -         .         -         - 

Ships'  Husband  to  the  Fleet,    - 

Instructions  for  the  Commanders, 

Arms  delivered  to  the  respective  Captains,  - 

Captain  Thomas  Read  rccoMnnended  for 
Commodore,         ----- 

Second  Lieutenant  to  each,  authoi'izefl, 

liomity  allowed  to  Seamen, 

Provincial  Ship  of  War,  purchase  of  one 
proposed,   ------ 

Committee  authorized  to  contract  for  one,  ol 
eii;hteen  Guns,    ----- 

Pesl-House  on  Province  Island,  [Ios|iital  for 
Seamen,     ------ 

Continental — 

Committee  to  prejiare  an  estimate  of  expense 

Ordered  to  be  fitted  out, 

Committee  to  fit  out. 

Committee  empowered  t 

surers,         ------ 

Rules  for  Regulation  of,  - 

Rules  adopted,        ----- 

Others  to  be  taken  into  service. 

Form  of  Commission  to  be  prepared, 

Officers  to  be  appointed,  and  pay  of  the  same, 

Pay  of  Seamen,       ----- 

i'ortder  requested  of  Pennsylvania  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,     -  .  -  -  - 

Officers  appointed  by  the  Committee, 

Secret  Instructions  to  be  given  to  the  Com- 
mander,     ------ 

Instructions  to  Rhode-Island  Delegates,  to 
endeavour  to  procure  the  building  of  a 
Continental  Fleet,          .  .  .  - 

Instructions  laid  before  Congress, 

Committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  ef- 
fecting the  same,  -  .  .  - 

Report,  -.-_.. 

Committee  to  carry  said  Report  into  execu- 
tion, ------- 

Committee  empowered  to  draw  on  the  Trea- 
surers,        ------ 

Of  the  Enemy — 

Capture  and  confiscation  of,  authorized  by 

Congress,  -----    1907, 

Act  of  Massachusetts,      -  -  .  - 
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rinia — 

Continental  Congress  recommend  to   esta- 
blish Government,  if  necessary,      -         -   1941 
Conunittee  of  Safety,       -         -         -         -    384, 

435, 757,  1102,  1190,  1659 
Convention,   -----       365-430 

Letters  stating  proceedings  in  the  same,  456,  1064 
Accomack  County.    Proceedings  on  violator  of 

the  Association,  -----     935 

Albemarle  County.      Invitation    to  inhabitants 

of  Lower  Counties       -         -         -         -   168! 

Amelia  County.     The  same,        -         -         -     686 
Augusta  County.     Proceedinus  on  Tory,        -     939 
Botetourt  County.     Vote  of  thanks  to  Colonel 

Christian,   ------     982 

Caroline    County.     Ofiicers    for    Minute-Men 

and  Regulars,      -----     G92 

Charlotte  County.      Invitation  to  inhal/itants  of 

Lower  Counties,  -  .  -  -    ](i23 

Thomas  Johnson  voted  an  enemy  to  America,   1690 
Chesterfield  County.    Offer  accommodations  to 

sufferers  from  Norfolk,  -  -  -   1178 

Militia  Officers, 1178 

Dinwiddle  Coimty.     Prohibit  Provision  to  be 

carried  from  the  County,  without  permit,     1560 
Elizabeth  City  County.      Hampton  threatened 

with  an  attack,  -         -         -         -      679,  722 

Proceedings  on  suspected  person,        -  -      985 

Committees  chosen,  -  .  -  -   1652 

E-<sev  County.  Proceedings  on  suspected  person,     218 
Fairfav  County.      Donations  for  the   Poor  of 

Boston,      ------    1550 

Application  to  Continental  Congress,  praying 

them  to  encourage  the  importation  of  Salt,   1652 
Gloucester  County.    Militia  Officers  nominated,     700 
Goochland  County.     Invitation   to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Lower  Counties,  -  -   1704 
Hanover  County.    Recantation  of  T.  Anderson,     464 
Resolution  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  being 

supplied  with  Provisions,        -  -  -    1401 

Henrico  County.   Zachariah  Rowland  declared 

a  friend  to  America,     -         -         -  -    1372 

Llc-of-lVight  County.     Mary  Easson  declared 

an  enemy  to  America,  -  -  -    1192 

James  City  County.      On   supplying   Men   of 

War  with  Provisions,    -  -  -  -     655 

On  arrangement  of  Minute-Men,        -  -     687 

General  Orders, 1608 

Scotius  Americanus  to  the  Emigrants  lately 

arrived  from  Scotland,  -  -  -  -    1649 

Plain   Observations    of   a    Farmer,   on    the 
commercial  opposition  of  the  Colonies,     -   1652 
King  George  County.    Officers  of  Minute-Men 

and  Regulars,       -----     69-2 
Mccklenburgh  County.     Invitation  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  l^ower  Counties,         -  -   1388 
JSliddlcsex  County,   (^rder  concession  of  Charles 

Neilson  to  be  published,         -         -         -     444 
John  Morgan  held  forth  to  publick  censure,      939 
Is^ansemond   County.      Messrs.    Donaldson   &, 
Hamilton   declared   not  to   have    violated 

the  Association, 157 

Betsy  Hunter  and  others  advertised  as  ene- 
mies to  America,  -         _         .         -   1632 
Norfolk  Count  I/.   Proceeding  on  Tories,  66,  431 ,  444 
Majority  of  the  inhabitants  Tories,         1191,  1 193 
Correspondence    i)etween    the    iMayor    and 

Cajitain  Macartney.      -         -         -  92-95 

Editor  of  the  Norfolk  Gazette  threatened  to 

be  carried  on  board  the  Sloop  Otter,        -     697 
Publications,  urging  the  burning  the  Mercury, 

man-of-war,  -  -  -  -      755,  756 

Printing  materials  seized  and  carried  off",  847,  923 
Remarks  on  the  same,      -  -  -  1072,  1137 

Mr.  Holt  to  the  Publick,  -         -         -         -   1031 
Letter  from  Walter  Hatton  to  N.  Coffin,  Re- 
ceiver-General and  Cashier  of  His  Majes- 
ty's Customs,       -----   1622 
Letter  from  Capl.  Leslie  to  General  Howe,    1716 
Northampton  County.     Letter  to  Continental 

Coni/ress,    -.-.--    1669 
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Virginia — 

Prince  Edward  County.    Approve  proceedings 

of  Convention,     -----   1192 


Committee  chosen,  -  -  -  - 

Princess  Anne  County.     Abjure  tlie  authority 
of  those  factious  men  styled  Congress,  and 
promise  allegiance  to  the  King, 
.Spottsylvania  County.  Officers  of  Minute-Men 
and  Regulars,      -  -  - 

Advertisement  for  Gunsmiths,   - 
Committee  chosen,  .  -  -  - 

Stafford  County.     Ollicers  of  Minute-Men  and 
Regulars,       ------ 

.Sus.ier  County.    Proceedings  on  the  Chairman 
of  the   Committee  for  usinf.'-  certain   cx- 
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105, 

1618 

170-> 

- 

210 

pressions,  ------ 

JVest  Augusta  County.    Acquit  Major  Trent  of 

certain  charges,    -----    1204 

IVagon-Master  General,  John  Goddard  appointed,       249 
Instructions  to,         -         -         -         -         -     809 

IValker,  Mr.,  thrown  in  irons  hy  Gov.  Caiieton,  1  185,  1 187 
Wallace,   Captain,  account  ol   firing  upon   liristol, 
Rhode-island,     -  -  -  -    990, 

Jl'antnn,  Joseph,  Act  to  prevent  from  acting  as  Go- 

vernour,  continued  in  force,  - 
IVashington,  General — 

Ijetters  to  R.  H.  Lee,      -  ■--  - 

To  Robert  C.  iNicholas,  - 

To  John  Augustine  VVasliington 

To  Colonel  Woodford,     -   '       - 

To  Colonel  Reed,  - 

To  General  Howe, 

To  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Hampshire,       .38 

To  the  Council  of  Massachusetts-Hay,         .58,  59, 

147,  612,  965,  1208,  1335,  1492,  1499 

To  tlie  General  Court  of  Massachusetts-Bay,    842, 

12.55,  1711 

To  General  .Schuyler,       -         -        144,  213,  676 

945,  976,  1196,  1368,  1569,  1703 

To  Governour  Cooke,     -  -         36,  137,  653, 

728,  964,  10.55,  12.50 

To  Governour  Trumbull,  -         37,  137,  632, 

67.5,  683,  7.59,  1055,  1249,  1335,  1538,  1562 

To  New-York  Congress,         -  71,  82,  462 

To  Continental  Congress,    26-33,  243-247,  662, 

760-768,  852,  9.56-963,  10-37-1048, 

1151-11.53,  1256,  1332,  1402,  1608, 

1697,  1721 

From  Continental  Congress,    804,  817,  950,  1118 

Watson,  Brook,  Letters  from,      -         -         -  1599-1602 

fl'atson,  William,  Agent  at  Plymouth,  Instructions,   1083 

To  General  Washington,  on  disposal  of  Wine 

obtained  from  wrecked  Vessel,  1345,  1537 

Answers, 1377,  1604 

To  General  Washington  ;   Prizes  taken   by 

Captain  Coit,       -         ...         -   1378 
Answer,  ------   1406 

Oi'ders  to  despatch  Vessels  to  sea,      -  -   1420 

To  Ste])hen  Moylan,        ....   1658 
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744 


Watson,  Jl'illlam,  to  General  Washington,     - 
ft'entworth,  John,  Governour  of  New-Hampshire, 
Correspondence  with  Theodore  Atkinson, 
Proclamation  further  proroguing  the  Assam- 

bly, 

Wentivorth,  Colonel  Joshua,  Letter  from  S.  Moy- 
lan,   ------- 

West-Indies,  Permit  of  General  Washington,  to  im- 
port Powder  from,        -  -         -         - 

Continental  Congress  recommend  Powder  to 

be  procured  from,  -  -  -  -    1901 

Proceedings  of  New- York  Congress,  -  -   1315 

Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety,     -  -   1830 

IVetherhcud ,  John,  denies  having  given  information 

relative  to  removing  Guns  from  Battery,  -     721 
JJ'heclock,  Rev.  E/cazer,  Letter  to  Gen.  Washington,    I  (tf)9 
fl'hitc,  Alexander,  Sherilf  of  Tryon  County,  New- 
York,  driven  oil' by  the  inhabitants,  -        50 
Taken  prisoner,       -          -          .          .        ^^(j^  i:;(j 
Arrives  at  Albany,  -          -          -          -  -      151 

Arrested  for  debt, 223 

Letter  from  Sir  Jolm  Johnson,  -          -  -     223 
Statement  of  his  case  read  in  Congress.        -     564 
Fears  of  his  escape,          -         -         .  -     (;(;| 
Petition  of  his  wife,           -                    -  -     92.3 
Whole  matter  referred  to  Albany  Committee,   1270 
Jl'hite  Eyes,  Captain,  Speech  of  Lord  Dunmore  to,       72 
Speech  to,  in  Continental  Congress,   -  -    1*».5.3 
Willard,  Dr.  jS'ahum,  Recantation  of,  -          -  -     46-3 
Williams,  Dr.  John,  Letter  to  New- York  Congress,        -1 
Jl'ood,  Ahicl,  I'roceedings  of  Pownalborough  Com- 
mittee on, 151-I5<! 

Other  Committees  testify  to  his  innocence,      94! 
Philadelphia  Committee  refuse  to  deal  with,   1263 
Woodford,  William,  apjiointed  Colonel  of  the  Third 

Regiment  of  Virginia  Forces,         -         -     3*5 
Letter  fi'om  Gen.  Washington,  advising  how- 
to  conduct  as  an  officer,  -  -  - 
JVooster,  Brigadier-General  David,  Letters  to  Go- 
vernour Trumbull,         -          -          73,  134 
Ordered  to  send  Troops  to  Long-Lland, 
Ordered  to  remain  on  Long-Island,     - 
Ordered  to  return  to  Harlem,     -          -          - 
Answer  to  the  above  order,        -          -      441 
Letter  to  General  Washington, 
Washington's  Reply,         -          .          -          . 
Correspondence  with  Now-York  Committee 
of  Safety,  relative  to  sending  a  detachment 
to  the  Highlands,           -      "  -          -          -     '34 
Ordered  to  Albany,          -         .         -          .     719 
Answer,          ---...     77,^ 
To  General  Washington,  -         -         .         -     ,--2t> 
Letter  from  Continental  Congress,      -          -   1105 
Holds  Court-Martial,  at  Fort  George,          -   1065 
Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  and  his  Reply,   1107 
Vote  of  thanks,  by  Continental  Congress,    -    1718 
Wynkoop,  Jacohns,  Letter  to  New- York  Congress,       140 
Wyoming,  (See  Susquchannah.) 
Zul>li/,Rev.J.J.,  Letter  to  the  Ear!  of  Dartmouth,     V<?.\ 
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